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Anli..Casrro exile Silvio Fonh•nillas. whose <Artoons 
!:ub;!n~ ha"" lo\·~11 for Yl'i!IS, drew this one !!Sp<!C;iully 

for PARADE. His cool'lic barbs are key ""'''""'" In 
the .. <liM of wits" aWnst Communist regimes. 

THE WAR OF WITS 
W by wu XJ1rushchev •u d· 

denly romO\'ed from pow· 
er, jt~st u Runfe wa.5 be
slnnln~ to .. , bcthoc? 

llol'lnK bmo~h111ll that £•ron t>rodU<'e 
ro~m tho l'.S., loo II'BS cau,ht pocket· 
lnJ: rluo J,trccn :a::tRIHJ)s. 

11ow come n Snvlat COimQuaut 

otopp•d aut ol hi• copoulo In nrbil bo· 
fore any Amerinn sp01u pl1o1 dlct7 

Ttw Russian Juul tO-OlS ll\ual, his 
jndonr pJumLin~ wnuMn't wnik. 

\Vhy did lf1e recent reorKanb:01d n:t of 
I he Hunzoulan puliu: rrJult · in 1hree· 
n11n patrols? 

Wdl. it "•• <l<:cklt•d M.,.,.,. p:.unl 
nt•t•clt•cl :tt k:.sl ont' nffit't'r whu cYttlld 

wrih•. unL' nllii.C'f whn t'()u )d n"i'M'a.-. 
am i, hf t:nurH:. onL' 1u h ·tp ••n ,.,.,. nn 
two ~uch inlf.'llrt lll:tllfi1C:5. 

by ANDREW ST. GEORGE 

Tile Cuban sa1i1lst s;n;., "We catloon· 
isis arc fike sh.lrP".hooletS, snipers." 

T it<'><.' Jrrc,·cn:nt '''lllnnnllons ore h1• 
no rnt•;.rn. tltc Ripf~•mt wluit·isms thrr 
u•lxhr 5A'\'1U. Ther rcpn."tcnt, ln a spt· 
d:ll \\11\', the nlfl<'l~l mmmcnl or tho 
l ' .$, ~u•crnoM:nt. For th< lh tlc·known 
£•<1 I• that tdlin;: jak<'S Ions Inn~: been 
Ott(' elf \Vo~hln:.:ttKl's ru,·orltt• \\'ol)-, or 
11t:1kh'J~ konwrt it..; ' ' 14.'\\' nn the acth·itin: 
nf ntMr trnt•rnmrnrs - (lartk"ularl)' 
Ct.mmunlst xun.'rnmcnt.s with stuiTr, 
<obc:r·!idetl, hu,.:css ruku. 

.\hhnu~th lmi.l~u ,,,. .• lnng known 
m1<l cnJO)'etl \Vo$blnRfnn's <e~rrt wor 
ur "h$ nx,ninst unLoupcr:ttin·. ~clf·im · 
I)OIIotnl imt•rnatiun:•l c•nn(lCliLors, the 
rmc, .. lun• rnmc under form:1l diplo 
mntk' fiu· nnh· r<'Crntl)', when !Egypt!"" 
>imnJt)u:m C:un"l .\bdrl N:.\S<"l' rr-

-.-•lcd hhnsclr • "'"" •r•rrl. IIi$ pnlicc 
rxptllt-d t" u o\mcricnn diplomats nnd 

jolill·d )\'H'T.tl Exrpt ian c.:itizcns !ltnitl 
;m~y IJrt·~.s t"h:n~ that thcr h:ul 
l'luth•d tn - ..,\flc•rmine :and m"C"rthrow 
rh,· ,~·"·"·rnnwnt or E~nlt ... hr "l"~·~tt· 
in~ frrL!\'c rrnr lt.-st,r." 

l'crh~ ll~ l~t:\'a\I:!'C th~s StU I nf at'l'll<:t· 

lion hch\'l 'L'tl l\HI :Cfn erd~n nnllons 

unoncl\od liL•• n lirw juLt• in hs.lf, the 
Ull l\" fl!J<''f'\'t:( l h l"tiUUUt.•nl CH1 ft lllrUI.'tl 

••II tn Lc louonnrbt • \rt llurhw;old. I ll• 
~c ~h11nn S])t'l'ulnlt·, l h ll.a1'ic1n!'l)' nn wltnl 
mi~hl lmppcn 1r I he C l,\ tlltl lrl' ln h o· 
Om•nc:c.• C\' L'Otl' uumud llu: warJ<l hr 
...._.,utL'rio~ lunc..l<•cl JUI~<. \\'h:•t nchht•r 
llm:hwalcl nur ~uwfln<' rJq• =-rJ•t•.er• tu 
h.n ,. r.•.-. lbt'Cl lJ thnt tn ~her, uur.mc.h•\ 
n•alih. uur lntcl ll)tCUC.'1.' M:f\ i 4.'l'~ n~· 
lmelh t.1u t..uu fl't' l nutl t'."l'flrt juke~ :.:~ a 
hi):lll~ \'~lh~t~fl (¥~~:rd•nlnJ:,k.l! wnrr:m.~ 
l.otlk. 

Wht•thcr tht• c.rit11~lc l'r<'>kl•·"t 
N.~ .. ~r '-''mplnlm.'d with ),oonc.t 1~1•<nn 
b: ml<.-.:rtotlni •·~u• ,,np·~ nwu fn\'l'~tlrot..,. 

lion h3s (;nlcc1 1n turn Ill) any unt i· 
l:s.:,·prlrm c.·o•tu•cl)' Jllur~. Uut tl1crc I!' ;1 

~uutl ''l'~ll ur c\·hll'UCC l hill Scwil'r IJinc 
l,UmlrJt.'.) h,l\'t• lnng lx-cn Ul'lth•r an 
unu·miuiuJ.: h:nr:•t~t· nf buffnf,p, frmu 
IIH' tmn·mot·lirinq Uumlrucn uf thr 
Cl,\. 

One of the lt!lL'Sl fHIIh((.•<~la nf lanJ,th 
wnrr.trt• w.-.s In (;uba. Pn~mil'r foldd 
<.:;~~trn pur~cd m1 :1rmr ~WUfl t"t)m 
m;unlt.·r~ :. puli.._,. t•hic.•f ;md til\!' ,.on ur 
tl1l' furL·i!!n mfnish:r in (lUnishnll'OI fur 
t ltt~ ullc1tSCS ~ 

llf~ lh•in~. p;ntr·~oin~ :ununA 
t'nrt"i~nrr~ ;.mel drcuiHtiUjl! CQitUIC'I· 

rc.'l'tJimimmq• jnl.tts. 
Thr•t.• \\'tiS 1\Hlch rrjc,idng bra \m.dl 

::rmlp ur Cuh:m c:<ilrs in ~liin,i "hn 
t•uhfi~h anti-C.-utro jokes in tlw Juuuur 
nt;'lg:rlint 'lJJ(·7.ax iUKI 41inlrnp cntlic< 
into Cuba. Thc.·r frh C:1strn'~ ~my,r)' 
rr.1ction prO\'l-tl rht"ir h.1rh:c; hnd h il 
thdr ta~~.·t . ,\ ,ul tlwr wcnl tn wc1r~ nn 
n~w ~:t~s bnscLI on the llllfS!,C' . One of 
tll<'lll ~""' Ilk~ thi> : 

1\ Cnh.1n .-c,·ulutHm:.n· k·;uh•r nl· 
l rnclin): iln cmb;~S5)' rl"l''l;,hln rcfu~-cl 
n c.lnn"'. "Nu tlnmks.'' ln· s:titl, " l'n.• hntl 
one.• .'" A tru~· nr l'11Uilpl~5 \\'U~ p.u~tecl hiFo 
Wil\' , ··No 1h:mk5.'' h~ l(.aht. " l'w• nlrc.uh 

''"""." On•• cllrlnmnl tolrl n tnk<• 1m; I 
,., cryonc m.1rccl-cxt'C'r'U the Cuh:m 

"\\'llut'J till' IIIOU\·r, clidn"& Hm like 
Itt" n<kccltlo~ •llrlnmot . • 

" f1H\nb," un:cwcrr•l th ,, Cuh:m. 11hlll 
1'1'1' :~!rend)' lnu~thcrl." 

O•w n£ l.l~·z,.~·· lolcst rlt'S<rllK's a 
C.:1stro Jtnn~rnmcnt c.lrh·c t.n rouncJ up 
a hun~ \"nlunu,:cr l~tiJor force to h.en·•-<1 
clr\l)(·ralcl~· m.·ctl.,•el c:rnp~. T\\u ,,,,,·k~ 

fu:Kb ,,r unrt.••t( ••sc:nrtt"<1 ,,. •• mJJilla 
dl·tuU nrrh1• ut ·' su~anam· llt•lcl. ' I hl· 
nltit-.·r iu ·dl;1fi(C .,r the dt•lnil nnnc~tJnt'''' 
lu rhe IOL·I.I IN»S: 

'"In these 1nwL~ I hrins: um ; 7 
p:llr.kJik \ulunlt't•f c.~nccuUcr; uf th\· 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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WAR OF WITS continued 

U.S. GOVERNMENT LISTENS CLOSELY TO REO-BLOC FOLK HUMOR 
lln\'111\Q n.~l Star llt\'Oiutionaq· Van· 
MliOrLI Wur~~N Urlr,ntle: !len>Cn•ber, 
when \'tm',·c rhrrktd them in, 1 want 
tlw rnP., bock." 

1\nothrt new one: 
When Cltinn recentl)' unnouncc~ It 

wus Clltf lng If• rice •hlt•mcnts to Cubn 
to nnr:-lltlrd of whnt they bod been, 
Cn<tro franlloullr 'cnbled Mosc'<n•: 

"Chinese cuUin& •hiJlmcnts; pk .. se 
"end rfcc ~uort<!AI . •• 

Tht• Srll'lct gol'crnmcnt replied: 
"Cnn't •end eire. SuJI,gest tl~ht<'ll 

belts." 
C.strn rnbl«l h.1ck jun '" ftdullc-

""~' ' 
"Send belts!'' 
Some of Woshlnr,ton'& mml schu!ar 

ly lntclllgrn«• nnnlrau cunsldcr J10pu· 
lM lunnor n kc)' KOUCC of jlllliflrol rnn
tlitlnn• l•chind the Jrvn Cnrtn!n. Most 
of th~ ><'<'ret lntelllgtnt'e memos put 
nut b)· the Stale Dcpnrtmcnt's Burton 
or lnlclli~cllc,! nnd llcl<!orch .,.,., hy thr 
Cl,\ I"')' dose nttrntlon to <uch clurs. 
Thr r,n\·crnmcnt's in lcrn~Cilt')' bulletin 
nu the munthlr stolus of ldcologicnl 
w;uf:uc :~lwars ront:thu :an up·to·c1atr 
snmJ,Jin>: of lnttnnristk folklur~, iln<l 
the l)(•st ones occnsiunall)• find their 
wn)' into President Johnson"s d:~l:)~ i:t· 
tdtigcncc digest. n to('·~errct com· 
pL•ttdhtm of world C\'(.'lll~-

'111~ President is s:titl to Jut\·c got n 
du"·~lc recently nn r•odin!l thot 1:'1 
Culm Jl«<t•le refer to the Solie: •n&i
nccrlng authnritr :1.s HPrufes:scr R('&US· 
p:nnfr'-n wry rc,·clution tln1t llup!tc 
the. mm:h-toutctl So\'ICt '"tncdl3nb,,tfnn 
o~rll'e," Cubo still dftiOtlfls on U.S. mil 
chlucrr ,,ml ~pore pnrts to Jc.c~Jl its ln 
du<lr)' rnlllnn. ("Reg. U.S. Pulrnt 
Ollin ·" us<-.! tn ~the idcntlfrinc mMk 
uf oiDINknn imports.) 

Tn mnkc sure that the wdl of wlttl 
cl•m~ nc1·er rnns tlry, the CIA has been 
writ In~. l'rtl<l\trlng nntl CXJlOrtinG ~"~' 
11ltm~l shwc It c:.1m~ lntn htlng :11 :m 
intlr,w-n•lrnto~:eney in 19•18. 8 )• 19i0, 
)tnlntcd )lltlitk•l humor had bet<~•"" tho 
spenrhcud uf '"'' l'•rrhnlngk'ol wnrf•rc 
ulfntk• on l'\'er)·l2•"rrn front. 

o\t the hciMht u£ Slulinist tcoror, fnr 
c~omlllc, nnlign,·ernmcnt jnkcs wrrc 
hiKhl)' t>rll.ctl l>utju<t •• hiE)~ I)' d•ot,ocr
"'" - <'to)llt•listlc jnktrs ri>kt~l CApital 
pun\s.hnwnt. lnOhrallon mtos.tr .. 
\\'nTtlty nf Sfl)' flc:t.iOO IHUI tO \xo tlf'\ofSM\ 
111 sliJl juke~ undrr the Iron Curtoln. 

Tn stnrt with, thr frnnt nntl bock 
C<l\'tl$ or such official Coonn>unbl 
lnunnr wcc.lic• liS the Cottth Dikolun: 
nn<l tho llunl(nrian l.mlns ollt1ttl .,..toe 
,,hntu11rnphcd and carcfullr rcrrn
tlm.:cc1. It WitS OCCCS"t3T)' to dis~ui'\C nnt 
just 1hc <listrilmtnrs nnd lhc tCtu.lcu but 
""" the jf,. ehnnks lhcm~ekc<. o\ntl in· 

8 

>ldr lite Communist covers w~re eight 
nr 10 I"'K"' oft~ JlOintlest,l"'ilpc:ricst 
onti-Conununlst jo~t'S, to be rclbhcd 
ond rcpcoted in whispers os a h<e~n:>
COC'nl nntldnt<' tu Stnlinlst bninlfuhlng. 

Prin._od In SC<'t~l. doscl)· aunrtled 
European t>lonts, these hli:Jol)' cxplo
sh·c publlrntlnns hoil n~•'l to be 
s:nuggkd :u·ross the frontier hr SJ>Kial 
trams of nlxht·runncrs. Once bchlml 
ti>C I ron Cu~taln, thcr \\'ere moile<t In 
ploin cnvdOI"" or wrappers ~orlng 
fol~e Imprint$, 

\VashlnHtnn's ro\·~rt comedy C.'(· 

t•~ru who •·ntne tn wmk with tltls mm
teti;t) soon fnnn<l thcmst'h·es running 
thr SliiHC rid.s OS Dnt3<1way z•& ...... len. 
Sumc joke• were hils; some laid bombs. 

"We'••c hod • joke enter the So•lrt 
orbit nt l'ntsdn111 mul circulate nil the 
w.w tn Sufia in a month, whtl'ft nn In· 
tclligen•" survey of ours plcl<ed It up os 
•~ estobllshrd local folk louonorism," 
"'l" n fnrmer AUSlrlan theater crltk 
"bo is now on camcstly anon)-mow 
ci•·ilscll·nnt In Counter·Suh1·erslnn Ahd 
Psy:\Y3r O~terations. ''Thtn, whe.n it 
t;nt 1u Cuho, it bombed out. Whr? Well, 
take this nneirnt da~ic. Two small 
spo:~rrn\\"S ftnd tlx:rnse1vcs on a t~ 
r,..,nch m·crlouking the innermost 
c:ourLyanl or the Kremlin. 'Su)\ isn•t 
tl•al Stnlin stnndlng riJ:ht bcl.ow us?' 
nsks one. 'Yep, it's him,' chh]lS rhc 
othrr. 'Well,' dCJUands the first sp.a.r
r".m', 'what nre: \\'C \\'altl11g rnrr Now 
t!on't .,. me •rhr Jl"'ffle ~nd such 
simpl!dti<os lr=htiblc-thC)· just do. 
tt kn«kro H lillie look in Stalin's fn
•ulfcrable hnlo, ~ to spe>k. That Is, it 
llitl wherevC"r sp:arrows ire a tradiliQn
;t), unhnu!l<:hmken ouW.nce. Hut in 
Cuba, whrre succ:t birds art scarcr, tt 
ftoppal." 

BOX OFYICF. GAGS 
Other slmJ•le II•&S pro1·cil bu~ oll:cc 

l..noekouts In Costrulttndla. "Is II poul
ble to bullcl ral S<oeialiwll In Cttb.o? 
NC\·cr-tl1<! counlr)' is ton small for 
sud1 an enormous rnl1mity." 

Ant! .., it goes. T'erloaps inevitably, 
Cub• Is rnrrcntly doc prlorlt)' "'rgr:t for 
nnr r.lcNulclcd sltlcspl!tteu. Among 
•hort·lhecl CAlle pnblle\tlons, 7..1jc-7.~~R. 
the f:unous old H••ana humur 1110&3· 

?inc, i< the only one that hn contlnnecl 
In prosper; fD< cvuy w•:~k)y print ntn 
uf nt•ltroximotrl)' 30,000 copies, it 
prints n ~ubslclltcd minioturc edition 
of 50,0110 rorles, specially <k<lgncd tu 
he moiled or alr~ror>t>Cd Into Cuba. 

Wrillen nod drarm by CuhJn csilcs, 
l.ij:·lAR t>akts knn•9ing fun at C\'CS)' 

Mire spot of the Castro rCf!imc, front 
·idenlO!l)'• ("You rnA)' ha1•e i\larx in 
Cuba, but we ha<'C tl•c capllal hrre in 

···. 

The anti-Communist humor macaz ne Zi8·Zi18 :S orodOCed In .Miami by Cullan exiles. 

the U.S.") o.nd food-•hortogc rccl!JC>, 
("Ugluly s;olt a JlfOroerly aged pigskin 
11<'11 and brown it in the rendered grease 
of six well worn playing cards . . . ") 
to Fidel Castro's notions of penona! 
clranllMU. 

7Jg•7.4g I< put tot;ethcr cyery week in 
jl mn<l•st store front l•eodqt"'urrs "" 
~llano l's famous Fla&)l'I Street hy Jose 
Monuol lloscnada, 1•rob.1blr tiM! moot 
san1• humor editor of S,.onlsh-:On~wtl:C 
journalism anywhere. ROI<!n.dlt's shop 
boom liC!niaflint·rate joktsmitiiS and 
Cllric:aturlst.s, most promfncntl)· perlt3ps 
h is slcn~y CO\'" ortllt, the legendary 
SIM<>-ahy, nockr. plp<.-smuking Sll· 
\•In Fontanilla.s, who"has Uccn Ha"ann's 
fa1-orltc cditO<bl cllrtoonlst for 10 of 
his S3 )'C:trS. 

"Cartoons, lup In mind, ore <lilfer
cnt from an)' other kind of pcopa· 
R•ntla," Slh-io explained In • recent 
lnteniew. "Writers and bro.1<1c.ut~rs 

:nc Clnnonttfs, machtnctunlWn; we. 
rnrtoonl•ts are sharpshontcrs. SllipPrs. 
We must be nhlc I<> \\'Or~ heh!nd the 
fmntllnos, SO In S!K'3k, risht \There thr 
IK'Oflle live, onil m•kc C\'Cr)' shet count. 
Writers lcncl In loll the reader hn~v 
thin~' nrc ant! what to think nbuut 
them. We. oo tlu.· othrr hand, muu 
lint! out bo<< lhc <'()mmoo =n fcc!s 
alntt thlnJ:<, what penplr ano thinklnlt 
when thcr orr thinking tn tht•nsch •• 
-3nd then ••prus it u punRently a• 
(10Ssiblc. Tite writer <'On shQul; the c~r· 

wonist must ct.:ho. And ft must be a 
frrtl:" echo. You know, wlu•n we droll 
in at the Hcfugcc Center to intc-nic:w 
nl""' arrh'als from Cnha, tlu! tC'llnrtcr~ 
C'Ot~nrr:uc un judgl'S, cugine<!'rs, Jlrfl

ltssms; I prefer lo talk tn lishrrmrn. 
tmc:ltlri•·ers, rnnccuttrrs. My work 
il,tows at the gr:JssrooCs-in the rlcc:!Jt:-t 
<ubsoil of folk Fe.cllng." 

SILVIO'S tMPAC'l' 

Perhaps as a result or this appro.1rh, 
Sih·io's work Ions astnnishlnJ: (llllllllar 
itnjl:tct In ccnsor-onoimcrl Cuba. "Sil
''lo's nlm Is sn true," s.1ys e<litor !lose· 
nn•la, "his wit 5(trcmh so •tulrl.l)' h)' 
\\ urtl of rnuuth, U musluoonu so wid~· 
ly into ubl<rulton• rntk humor, thnt 
our 111~~&1.'11 prOblrm Is fcr<lhack. Nell' 
ltfii&«S r'""' Cnb• krcr c;olllnijlO tell 
us the be!! 113\'AnG r urhsid<• jokes, 'Lis· 
ten.' they ••l'; 'here's tloo lotc$1 .. .' 
"'"' it t~trns uut to be une or Slh·in'< 
co•L'I puns from lost Deccmh<'f." 

Cttbans-llke aU rt&lmr.nt<tl p.-o· 
plcs--flntl huge enjnymr.nt In swat•· 
ping •ntlauthorltru:ion stlnf:l'rs. "Thr.r 
rcallr help prntcd }'OUr snnll)' nncl 
•enoc of [lrnJlnrtlnn under tntnlltar lnn· 
Ism," a llnon• 'rcfuJ;CC recently told 
CIA intcn•icwers in ~~~~1111. "So long 
as )'oU rnn laugh, )'011 c•n las(. 01 
murse, this is not cx•ctly the air SliJl' 

port we had been horlng for on •·rltical 
oe<·asiuns, Dut fur the lintc being It's 
better !loan notlting. And funnier." 

PO'Oek • A1a;J 1, 19~ 


