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Cuban Army
Unit Joins in
‘The Big Push

v FRANCIS L. McCARTHY
fnited Press Staff Correspondent

Cube. has thrown s crack in-
fantry unit into the extermination
caniphigni against rebel elements in
the Slerra Maestra mountains, the
" United Press learned today.
" “rme 1st Battalion of the First
_Ihfantry Regiment, advised and
. equipped by the United States, hns
< now éntered the “blg push” agalnst
rebels, informed sources said, The
$00-man unit has been advised by

the U, B: military mission to_Ouba
and ¢d with the most mo-
. dem 5 weapons, It com-
prise; pacies of 160 men

*eath, . The entire battallon was
.. transportéd-to the battle scene by
. &l from its staging grounds, the
Cuben Army GHQ Camp Colum-
bia. ' ’
(Use of the American-advised
 and- equipped unit in the fight
against rebel forces does not, how-
ever,rconstitute a violation of the
Cuban-U, 8. military aid agree-
. ment, The enabling legislation pas-
ped, in Wnshington setting up the,
.- mutual aid program states specifi-
_Gally that such units may be used |
“to maintain internal security and
- order” as well a5 in the defense of
- the Western Hemisphere).
The disclosure coincided with re-
, Ports of the capture by army units
of the only woman known to be
" serving with the rebel forces.
Ella Sanchez, a woman in her
. thirtles educated in the United
States and daughter of a promin-
ent physician practicing in Plien,
Olientc province, fell inte Cuban
Ay hands in Friday’s dawn bat-
tle near Pico Turquino, informed
®urees said,
“(The Army sald it killed nine
Jebels and wounded four others
1 this engagement. It was under~
: 'mdthﬁhebﬁxmg suffered some ca-
S but these were not dis-
eldsed) v were

Miss 8anchez joined rehel forces
ophder Fidel Castro Jast January.
Thiere - were no details as to her

been acting as a nurse -fof

W8 Tebels,

o unnyyy, o0 WS understood to

ﬂn,“ﬁly’s pre~-dawn clash was the

- 25t phase of the “big push” cam-
Palem drafted by a newly-created

E Wllitary “brain trust’
tomally by President Fulgencio Ba-

ted to Oriente Front

4
INVASION YACHT—The yacht “Corinthia” is shown i Caboridco Bay in Orlente Province after being abandoned by a Cuban rvevolutionary
crew. ~The government claims only 27 men landed, bul flshermen reported they transported at least 120 ashore from the yacht. The yacht
is registered iy Miami. (United, Press radiophoto).

families from the Sierra Maestra
range. The first 100 families to be
evaciated meached Santiiago dur-
ing the week-end.

Army sources confidently pre-
dicted they would eradicate the re-
bel revolt center “within a week”.
They said they would use “every
means at our disposal.”

These sources said bombs drop-
ped on rebel hideouts hitherto have
been largely Ineffective because
they exploded on contact with tree
tops. It was understood their new
“saturation bombing” program
would be concentrated in and
around Pico Turquino, Cubga's
highest mountain top (over 6,000
feet).

There have been no reports of
further military activities since
Friday morning’s clash but army
chief Maj. Gen. Francisco Taber-
nilla was optimistic and predict-
ed an early end to operations.

¢¢The principal problem was to
get on the trail of the rebels,”
th army chiet said, “and we have
now done this.”’

He. disclosed that on personal
orders from Batista, civil and mil-
itary authorities of Santiago have
turnished bed and board to the

(-4, It came only hours after the
started evacuation of peasant

more than 100 persons evacuated
from the Sicrxa Maestra “death

zone.” Tabernilla denied these fam-
ilies hag heen forced to cvacuate
and said they left the region *‘on
thelr own velition.”’

In Santiago, however, women's
groups telegraphed a° prolest to
Batista against thé evacuniion
program and called on him to
revoke orders for saturation
bombardment of rebel strong-
holds.

Prayers for civil

heace were

voiced by the faithful in Cath-

olic churchs of three provinces
yesterday as the army continued
its pursuit of revolutionary bands.
Thirty-day prayer periods were
ordered by church dignitaries in
Oriente, Matanzas and Pinar del
Rio provinces.

In Havana, meanwhile, o writer-
photographer team from the Co-
lumbia Broadcasting System
found itself in and out of trouble
with police yesterday.

Peter Kalischer and Al- Gritz, |

both of New York, were inter-
viewed twice by authoritles while
conducting ‘a sound on film poll
of Cuban ‘political sentiment.

They were picked up by a tourist
policeman on  Cathedral Square
yesterday morning and taken to
headquarters where, after explain-

ing what they were doing, they

were released and autherized to
continue with their pell. “Last
night, however, they were invit.
ed to headquarters again for an
interview with Police Chief Hrig.
Gen, Hernanido Mernandez to
whom they cxiplained their mis-
sfon,

Both men said they
coiarteons treatment.

Kalischer said Gen. Hernandez

recaived

went so far as to furnish them
a police car to take their f{ilm to
the airport for early shipment to-
New York, .

(The radio newsmen said their
poll. was based on the question
1“Whg would you vote for-if gen~
eral elections were held tomor-
row.! They said that more
Cubans polled - expressed indeci-
slon thapsiwere either for or
against Batista.)

Yank Faces
Trial Today

The case of Richard Joseph
Merk, 19-year-old Exeter, N. H.,
vouth, will be heard -in Urgency
Court today. -
-Merk was arrested in Cotorro
recently for carrying a .22 pistol
and -2 Commando-style knife. He
was hitchhiking to points in the
interior when picked up by plain-
clothe policemen. .
" He has been it Principe Prison
awaiting trial for several days.

Ex-Veep Wallace
To Talk In Preston

Former United States Vice Pres-
ident Henry Wallace arrived in
Havana on Saturday night and
will leave for*‘Preston in Orlente -/
Province on Wednesday.

On Saturday he will deliver an
address at the Methodist Mission
School “Escuela Agricola ¢ Indus-
trial.”

‘The schocl has been establish-
ed by the Methodists on land don-
ated by the United Fruit Com-
pany to cducate rural boys. It is
directed by Richard Milk, an agri-
cujtural expert. N
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