'Ha Bisgveréd
‘Revealmg Plan of
Attack on Palace

By FRANCIS L. McCARTHY
United Press Staff Correspo_ndm

A “suicide squad’ of 21 men,
none of whom emerged alive, car-
ried out Wednesduy's storming of
the Presidential Palace, the United
Press learned today. ]

Two members of the revolutio-
inary “shock troop” force had the
specific assignment of breaking in-
to President Batista’s second-floor
private office ard killing him.

A blood-stained plan of battle
action was found on the body of
the apparent leader of thé suicide
group, identified only as a former
police lieutenant. The layout of the
plan of attack was drawn in pen-
cil on thick parchment paper. “As=~
signmernts” were noted in green
ink. o

According to the map. eutside



A ARMY TANK: MOVES DOWN STREET to quell outbreak of violence after rebels had attacked the Presidential Palace. Late last night

Pre51dent Batxsta. reported “the state of full public order is normal.” (United Press).
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Tourlsts Caughtin Revolg;

Amerlean Shot To Death

One Omerican tourist was k1ueal
another wpunded and hundreds
‘were caught in the middle of the
-Cuban - revolution yesterdey that
tumed ke arga of the Presidential
Paldace and the Prado into a Lattle
ground. .

Peter Korenda was cut down

:{with-a bullet in the neck while

watching the battle from the door-
‘way-of the Hotel Regis on the Pra~
do. His friend, Edward Butts was
slightly wounded. Korenda, who is
believed to be from Clinton, New
Jersey, died en route to a hespital
after an ambulance was unable to
break through the attack. Both
Korenda and Butts are single and
were here on vacation. :

‘When the first shots were heard
shortly before 3:30 yesterday af-
ternoon, scores were strolling along
the Prado shopping for souvenirs
in the 1mmed1ate area and many
were crossing Parque Zayas by the
Presidential Palace.

M@ST OF THEM made a hur-
ried dash for cover toward the Ho-
tel Sevilla- Biltmore, which was a
center of activity during the shoot-
ing. The hotel bore evidence of the
fray — pockmarked walls, rooms
peppéared with slugs in the old sec-
tion of the hotel.

Scores of tourists milled around
in the lobby. A few daring ones

!preferred grandstand seats from

‘tnere was no panic among the

‘during the shooting. Dozens of

doorways along the Prado. But for
tne most part the Prado shut up
tighter than a drum. Generally,

tourists, but many of fthem were)|
quite naturally frightened “The bar
in the Sevilla did a rushing busi-
ness. And the cafeteria enjoyed a
brisk sale of coffee. ;

One woman broke out in hysterics
as she was lead from the haliway to
the lobby. She apparentely was
walking along the Prado when the
shcoting broke out and was caught
near a burst of gunfire. Two ty-
pical tourists were Miss Stefonia
Yanac of -Scranton, Pa.,"and Mrs.
Rose Schimel i Mt. Kisko, N.Y.
They were strolling near the Park-
view hotel when the {iring started
and they darted for cover. Pinally |
they made their way ba,ck to thel
Sevilla-Biltmore.

WHEN FLIGHTS ocut of the
country were cancelled tourists
were caught in the middle. Some
had already checked out of their
hotels and were at the airport.

They all seemed earger to phone
the States, but few lines were open

other tourists were hungry for
news and filed past the United
Press office in the Sevilla-Bilt-
more arcade to find out what was
happening.

Police and soldiers were fmng

from 7the roof of the hotel. Oc-

L had 2

casionally, a policeman ‘carrying a
supinaciine gun  would  wander

through the lobby and head for

the elevawr causmg much excite-

ent,

After is appeared the firing had
subsided, crowds of tourists surged
toward the Prado entrance to get
a better view. Then army tanks
opened with a tremendous burst
of fire and the crowd retreated.
After the shooting ending, many
tourists refused to wander out of
the lobby, but a few adventurous
souls explored the Prado, examin-
ing some of the damage inflicted.

BY EIGHT OR NINE o'clock the
tourists had poured. out on the
Pradec for a ketter look. Some
peinted to a cemente window sill
thot away on the Palacio de Bellas
Artes, others started to joke and
laugh. Most of them agreed that
they would have plenty to tell the
folks about back home.

Colony residents were, of course,
alsc in the middle of much of the
fighting and confusion. Some
apartments across from the palace
on Zulueta Street had holes in the
ceiling, slugs in the living room
and broken glass. Several members
of the ABC colony live in that
area, )

Scores of others were caughe in
the traffic jam. And many who!
werce in their offices at the time
ringside seat.

According to the map, outside
covering fire for those who stormed
the palace, all of whom “com-
pleted” their mission, was to be
furnished from the street .(Calle
Colén) directly outside the palace
by the remainder of the rebel
group, some nine or ten men, un-
der personal command of Menclao
Mora, identified as the command-
er of the task force. ’

The task assigned four men to
cover the Colon street entry gate
into the palace and four others to
cover the ground floor spiral stair-
way to upper floors.

Two men were assigned to cover
the entry gate into” the patio of
the palace, also on the ground
tloer. Two others were assigned to
guard the door of the palace press
reom, to “Immobilize” newsmen.

Four men were assigned to seize
and hold President Batista’s priv-
ate elevator. Two had the job of
guarding * the front door to the

“officer’s lounge” for garrison per-
sonnel, -

Two men were to get to the sec-
ond fleor as quickly as possible,
break down and enter the Presi-
dent's private office and kill him.
A third mar was assigned to cov-
‘er their rear.

According to the detalleds in-
structions, the men in pairs- cover-
ing various doorways within the
palace were to take opposites sides
and keep up a more or less con-
stant cross-fire from their auto-
matic weapons.

All 21 men of the “suicide squad”
apparently penetrated the palace.
None of them left it alive.

Police continued to round up
mnmbers of opposition groups to-
day for questioning in the bloody
attack on the Presidential Palace
| yesterday in which 36 are known
dead and 25 wounded.

Scores of people were held for
interrogation. All approaches to
the palace were still Llocked off -
today by tanks and troops. The ci-
ty. however, remained calm.

In #he aftermath of the mid-af-
; terndon assualt, it was revealed
today @hat the 30-odd attackers

(Continued on page 4)



THE TIMES OF HAVANA

T‘nursdnfxg Mareh 14 :‘19

57

‘Rebel Suicide Squa

(Continued from page 1)

gained entry to the palace by ma-
chinegunning the shorthanded and

surprised guard at the Colon Si.

entrance. .

Inside the palace the attackers
split into two groups. One group
penetrated into the central patio
in search of the private stairway
{o Batista’s second-fleor office.
The other group shot its way up
the main stairway. ‘

Palace gnards rushing to the
stairways from the left wing shot
down seven atiackers, Four -of
them made their way to the amti-

chamber of Batista’s office, how-
ever, and tossed in a gremade. In
their rush they failed to pull the
pin. The grenzde bounced on the
marble floor and did not explode.

Presidential Aide Serafino Men-
duifia and other guards repulsed
the attackers in the antichamber
with pistols.

The second group reached the
second floor by the back stairway
at the same time. Elements of
both groups held out there for ov-
e¢r an hour.

The body of Dr. Pelayo Cuervo

Navarro, foxfmer legislator and

Claims Subversive Groups

Exploiting Marine Trials

PARRIS ISLANDS, S.€. —(UP)
— The commmander of this huge
Marine training base charged
during the weekend that “sub-
versive elements” are exploiting
court martial trials of drill instrue-
tors.accused of abusing recruits.

In a 13th such case since the
publicized “death march” in which
‘six recruits dled last April a spe-
cial. court martial Saturday sent-
enced Cpl. William R. Walsha of
Lyndhurst, N. J., to three months
at hard labor for laying hands on
three recruits. )

Brig. Gen. Wallace M. Greene Jr., |

commander of the training base,
said - in a statement that “subver-
sive- elements are using publicity
concerning maltreatment cases to
further their own cause.” >

Capt. J. W Mahoney, public in-
formation officer who released the
statement, said Greene was “cog-
nizant” of the fact that the “death-
march” attracted press publicity

Iegend says that Esh Sham
(Damascus), the capital of Syris,
was. founded by Noah’s grandson s

few yeors after the great flood. |

Esh Sham is reputed to be the

AYtAmed  amcabdemrrarsndes  delanladénsd AY

to the other cases which follow-
ed. '

“However, Mahoney said, “the
general believes that the subver-
sive elements have exploited the
trials both here and at San Die-
go (Calif) in an attempt to under-
mine confidence in the corps.”

Mahoney said Greene had for-
warded “a detailed study of this
subject” to a Marine headquarters
in Washington,” in view of the
present Senate hearings on this
matter.”

Flower Expert
Gives Hints

MADISON, Wis, — (UP) — A
University of Wisconsin. flower ex-
.aster can be profitably grown by
commercial flarists.

Floriculturist: Gatk Beck said he

obtained blite crimson, rose and
scarlet: petals that remained at-
tractive for three weeks.

The plants take little care or

space and seed. isn't expensive,

Ty anks AniA Ttanh wilant roendsaac

peri-reports that .the potted:dwarf'”

‘experimented with the plants and

leader of the *‘‘Ortodoxo’’ polil-
ieal party, was found -« - {(n the

Tiis chest.

The body of the former senator
was found stretched ouf on g lawn
on Avenida Lago Norte. Several
document and a bottle of medicine
were found in his pockets. No
money or vallet was ameng them.

Death of the controversial, anti-
Batista political leader followed
by only a few hours the bloody
aitack on the Presidential Pal-
ace in dowtown Havana in which

The mid-afternoon attack came

| as President Batista was eating

lunch on the third floor of the
palace with members of his cab-
inet. The President took imme-
d‘ate charge of the palace defense.
~ In the ensuing two-hour
fight inside the palace. the youth-
ful attaekers penetrated as far as
the second floor and almost reach-

Batista, was directing operations.

Shooting meanwhile spread to
nearby buildings and roof tops be-
fore armored cars and truck locds
of scldiers and sailors were rush-
ed into the ares surrounding the
paiace,

Killed in the palace atlack were
20 members of the 100-man presi-
dential guard, an unkpown nmw-
ber ‘of attackers and one Amerivan
tourist, bit by a stray bullet at the
enirance to a nearby hotel

Four of the attackers were re-
ported captured and five were seen
cscaping. Police patrolled the de-
-gerted streets of downtown Havr-
ana: well into the night leoking
for eseapees.

Ircluded among the dead in the
palace were Capt. Jose R. Puig: of
the palace gatard and Dr. Menelao
‘Mora;. Morales, former representa-

fighting with the attackers.

The attacking group was com-~
posed largely of university students
1oyal to former President Carlos

Prio Sccarras, ousted by Batista.

in a2 hinndless ennn March 1N 1Q82

iped

Country Club section of Havana'
early today five bullet holes in

36 persons were killed yesterday.

ed the door to the office in which ;

tive and past president of the COA.

There was no indicatior' that Fi-
del Castro, another revolutionary
leader hiding out in the Sierra
Maestra mountains of Oriente
Provinee, was involved in the at-
tack.

Also dead in the day's event was

Juan Anionio Echevarria, president |

of the Federacion Estudiantil Uni-
versitaria (FEU) who was killed by
police fleeing from Radiocentre in
Vedado after forcing amnnomncers

-at Radio Ceniro to broadeast the

false information that Batista had
besn assassinated. ]
The attack started at approxim-
ately 3:25 p. m. when a red delivery
truck with the sign “Fast Delive-
ry, S. A” painted on its side pul-
led up in front of the Colon Street
ertrance of the Prezidential Palace.
The driver pretended to have trou-
ble with his motor ‘and got out.
Suddenly he shouted: “Now.”

A group of aitackess Jumped
froan the back of the itruck and

three nearby automobiles carrying |-

submaehie guns, pistols and hand
greaades. They ran shooting . to-
wards the palace eniranee.

‘The attack caught the palace

guard by surprise. Batista later !

said several members of the guard
were at lunch or attending classes
inside the palace at the time. .

A grenade tossed into the door-.
way cleared the way for the at-
tackers. One group penetrated in-
to the patio of the palace while the
secand group forced its way up the
stairs to the second floor.

Gunfire had broker' ouf, mean-
while, from the roef of the Fine
Arts Palace. Two city buses, run-
ning down Colon Streel, were
caught* in the fire. One made a
run for it with shattered windows
and a smoking motor. The driver
was injured. .

A-furious fight raged on-the se-
cond floor of the palace. Batista
directed: operations from his office

and made several personal sallies

to interior sections of the palace.
Eleven attackers were reported to
have penetrated at one point al-
most to the door of his office,

—

werz killed by the guard 5
back down the stairs, - SVen
' Shortly after 3:30 p. '
of sailors semt from It’héni%:vyg’%“e"
pertment on Avenida del Py,
arrived in the vicinily of the pal-
ace but was held up by heavy g,
from the atiackers. A few mj_r;u;e
latér more sailors in trucks ads
vanced up Avenida de las M.
nes and attacked forces holeg
in the Fine Arts Palace, P
Gunfire was reported, unieap.
while, from the tops of b 5
on Misiones and Pena Pobre: gtg
and on Villégas Street. )
| At.approximately 3:45 Mrs,—
ista: and’ Brs. Femap'néﬁfﬁf‘
rands, in the palace al the iy,
the attack started, were reparteq
safely evaenated. R
Col. Roberte Fernandez Miran.
de, head, of the Sports Commigsipn
amt in charge of palace defenss, i
also sald to have taken a lame |
part in divectitg the fight ingne
the palace. :

Police, acting under orders, ook
over the Cuban Telephone Co, ip-
terrupting -service in mary T
tances. Flights from Ranche Bp.
yeros Airport were barred by the
| Army General’ Staff. o

Police detachments were aly
ordered to the University of Hay-
ans where they found a large sup-

of machim .. . rifies ang gre-
nades,. This action was ordered
immediately after the attack broke

‘I'he attack on the studios of Ra-
dio Reloj in Radiccentro was im-
ed to coincide with the attempy
to seize the palace and kill Batlsta,

Approximately. 10 men; &b-
maghine-guns. in hand]. drove; up
in automobiles and took . iherde-
vator to the radic station. There
they covered: the employes: with
their guns while one of :them
handed & note to be read omthe
. note was-to the effeck that
an uprising had occurred at, Gamp -
Columbia and that Batiste: had
been killed: . Cle T

The man in charge of the station
conirols: came out to investigate.
When: he saw the armed men he
fommnndintale chet tho etation. nff




Legend says that Esh Sham
(Damascus), the capital of Syrig,
was founded by Noah’s grandson a
few years after the great flood.

v Sham s reputed to be the
oldest. continuously inhabited ci-
ty, the National Geographic So-
ciety says. :

T weme——  peeevem s e s

obtained blue crimson, rose and
searlef petals that remained at-
tractive for three weeks.

The plants take little care or
space and seed isn't expensive,
Beck said. Each plant produces
about 15 flowers, each over two
Inches across at the top.

AAZIILLE WILIL UNe atlaCKers.

The attacking group was com- |
posed largely of university students |
Fioyal to former President Carlos
Prio Sccarras, ousted by Batista
in 8 bloodless coup March 10, 1952
and now living in exile in Miami,
fMorids.

arwected operations from his office
and made several persomal sallies
to interior sections of the palace.
Eleven attackers were reported to
have penetrated at one point al-
most to the door of his office.

One buillet penetrated the door
of Batista’s office. The attackers

POLiCE scout the streets of downtown Haven~ far hicrdeny gnj
' tial Palace. (United Press).

N

pers after yesterday's surprise assault on the Presidern-

by hospitals.

-alx uprising had occurred at, Gamp
Columbia and that Batista: bad
been killed. | S

The man in charge of the stalion
comirels. came out to invesiigate
When he saw the armed men he
immedintely shut the station off
the- air.

One of the invaders broadcast
over the dead mike that a provi-
sional government headed by FEU
leader Jose A. Behevarria had tak-
en. over.’ When' they realized’ the
station was off the air, the in-
vaders left. )

. Cutside, on 23rd street, thealm
ed group was leaving in their'owi
cars when it ran .into a potice
radip car. Shooting startedr A
pursuit énsued. At the cornér of
“L” and 27th, Echevaria gotoub
of his car, machine-gun in hand,

and was immediately cut dowi: ¥
lice bullets. : .
pOArmored reconnaisance C&rS

meanwhile, had been rushed 1D
- fror. outlying points and teok up.
stations on call*four corners of thg
. Machine-gun, rifle aﬁf

pistol fire continued until well al-
ter 4 pm, . -

At 3:55 p. m. a group of aﬁ,ml;
ers were still under heavy e o
“h Fine Aris Palace. S:attsr,of
firing was head in several Pm :
the city. Wourded were €v e
ed from around the palace W0 I

20 p. m-0L”
restor-

- along

“approximately 5:
de?twagmahnost completaly
ed’ around the palace and :
th%n a. meeting with the D¢
"shortly before midnight, presidwwm
Batista said that the attao’
were ‘“‘poer madfoogs ‘?md by
ple who looted the national e
ry, carrying oul directives ‘
Communist Party.” pefore

In a previcus appearancé e
members of the palace guar !Ltude
L President expressed his grab o
for their courage and loyalty--

added: ;
“My life does rot mgtter. giha
matters is that the nation cloe!

become embroiled in the Ct
At the height of the f‘t -
the palace, fire was repot ti pafld-
ing from many surroundwfg,1 il
ings, ameng them the Sevilld
more Hotel ) Lo
Also - cecupied In mu.i-aft%r;rlfga
by police was the Cahxtomles
Hospital where large quan




