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repeatedly that it was the generally held opinion that this slogan
won a large part of Chibds’ voters for him. In his dramatic
oratory, Chibds hit over and over again at the Grau and Prio
forces for their dishonesty in government. The intense appeal
of Chibds for a return to morality in public office and his own
personification of the ideal attracted some of the most distin-
guished statesmen in Cuba to his banner. Among them were
included Dr. Fernando Ortiz, in many ways Cuba’s greatest liv-
ing intellectual, who had not taken an active part in politics for
twenty years, and men like Jorge Maiiach and Herminio Portell
Vild. The men Chibé4s selected as his lieutenants were also of a
high order with superior political records, men such rto
Agramonte (the vice-presidential candidate), Manuel " Ma-
nuel Bisbé, Gustavo Loredo, and Iglesias Betancourt. Everywhere
Chib4s spoke he attracted large audiences, and he declared in an
address before the Lion’s Club in Havana that the Grau and Prio
forces had offered him half the positions in the council of ministers
including Treasury, Education, and Commerce in return for his
support, but he replied that the only guarantee he wanted from
the administration was that they would bring suit in the courts
against all those who had defrauded the public treasury. Other
slogans were used by the Chib4s forces, such as

“Contra el Nefasto Presente Vote a Chibds Presidente.”

‘N1 un paso atrds! Presidente Chib4ds.”
But ‘““Vergiienza contra dinero’’ caught on, and Chib4s electrified
the masses with it.!3

Chibds probably won votes from supporters of the “Revolu-
tion”” who otherwise might have cast their ballots for Carlos Prfo.
On the other hand, Chib4s’ bitter attacks on the Liberal-Demo-
cratic coalition and its presidential candidate in particular might
have helped the Auténtico-Republican alliance as much as him-
self. And the program of the Cuban People’s Party did not
differ on general principles from that of the ‘““Revolution” and
not significantly on specific points. Raise the standard of living
of the guajiro, provide a cement floor for each bohfo and a sanitary
latrine and artesian well; give the rural farm laborer land and
create transportation and market facilities for him; social in-
surance legislation—these were points included in the demands
of the “Revolution.” Of all party programs, however, that of

13 Ibid., May 26, 1948, p. 1; May 30, p. 40; May 5, p. 1; May 2, p. 40; May 23, p. 40;

May 25, p. 24; May 30, p. 40.
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Chibéds was the longest and most detailed.* The point was that
Chibéds and the Awuténtico-Republican alliance competed for the
same voter groups, and by the failure of Chibés to solicit support
from power segments which seemed to support Niiiez P., there
was the danger that the popular vote would be so split as to give
the election to the Liberal-Democratic coalition which Chibds
hated perhaps even more than the alleged corrupt leadership of
the PRC (A).115

The campaign of the Popular Socialist Party was perfunctory
and uninspired. Juan Marinello and the other leading commu-
nist leaders had been able to form coalition agreements with both
Batista and Grau in earlier and more fruitful years, but in the
1948 campaign the party was forced to struggle alone. Not only
was the presidency beyond reach, it was even doubtful that seats
in Congress could be won. To add to the difficulties of operation
the Radio Division of the Ministry of Communications closed
the communist radio station M4l Diez on May 1, alleging violation
of frequency rules.''®* The P.S.P. newspaper media, particularly
Hoy, the largest, featured issues and tactics common to commu-
nist parties everywhere. However, the communists counted on
a disciplined core of about 35,000 and still maintained remnants
of labor strength and a loyal following among the Negroes, par-
ticularly i.. Santa Clara.

VI

On June 1 men and women voters were obliged by law to help
elect a president, vice-president, nine senators for each of six
provinces, and one governor for each province and representatives
to the lower house, divided according to population in the follow-
ing manner: Matanzas, 5; Pinar del Rfo, 6; Camaguey, 7; Las
Villas, 14; La Habana, 18; Oriente, 20. June 1 was a legal holi-
day, and employers were prohibited by statute from interfering
with their employees’ obligation to vote. The Australian ballot
permits straight ticket voting with a single X mark, but the voter
can split his ticket and write in candidates as well.

4 “Prfo, Chibds y Nfiez Portuondo ofrecen al pueblo sus programas,” Bohemia, May
23, 1948, pp. 77, 88; “Explica Chibds la causa y origen de su divorcio del Doctor Grau,”

Carteles, May 23, 1948, pp. 28-31; ‘‘Responde el Sr. Chibds al cuestionario de ‘Carteles,’ ”’
ibid., p. 32.

15 Dr, Enrique C. Henriquez, “A Eduardo Chib4s, al borde del abismo,” Bohkemia,
May 23, 1948, pp. 25, 93.

us El Mundo, May 2, 1948, p. 1.
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The registration totals for each party before the elections of
June 1 were:’

PRC(A).......ooviviiiii i 790,327
Republicans......................... 282,154
Liberals............................ 357,469
Democrats.......................... 188,610
Ortodoxos..............ccvvnvnnn... 164,875
Popular Socialists. ................... 157,283

Taking into account the facts of political alignment in the
campaign, the Auténtico-Republican alliance had potentially 1,-
072,481 votes to 546,079 for the Liberal-Democratic Coalition.
On the basis of voter registration the alliance advantage was so
great that the coalition could not win even if it received all the
votes that had been registered for the Cuban People’s Party and
for the Communists. On the other hand, if all the opposition
parties had been able to merge their strength in a Third Front
coalition the Auténtico-Republican alliance would have been hard
pressed indeed to achieve victory. Of course, in politics the im-
ponderables not infrequently are the determinants in the final
indication of voter preference. In the 1948 election disillusion-
ment in respect to the four years of government of the “Revolu-
tion” created an atmosphere of uncertainty as to the election
results.

In the presidential elections of 1940 and 1944 approximately
73.5 per cent and 80.9 per cent respectively of the registered
voters actually voted, and it was expected that at least 80 per
cent would turn out in the 1948 contest. All election accounts
agree that the citizenry voted with decorum and that election
administration proceeded with a minimum of violence. The first
returns gave the Auténtico-Republican alliance a lead in every
province which was never relinquished. The Liberal-Democratic
coalition was in second place in all six provinces, with Chib4s and
Marinello running in that order in all provinces. Carlos Prio’s
lead was sufficiently impressive to compel Nifiez P. to admit
defeat on June 2.% The final, virtually complete, vote by prov-
inces was as follows:!'?

17 The most complete and accurate preélection figures are found in José D. Cabis’
‘‘Ante las urnas, lo que dicen los néimeros,” Bohemig, May 30, 1948, pp. 54-55, 92-93.
18 E! Mundo, June 3, 1948, p. 1.

u9 The best election analysis is José D. Cabiis, “Después de las urnas; la voz de los
nimeros,” Bohkemia, June 13, 1948, pp. 4849, 69-70.
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Auténtico- Liberal- Cuban

Province Republican | Democratic | People’s Popular
Alliance Coalition Party Socialists

Oriente. . .. .. 175,270 107,067 79,428 20,470
Camaguey.. .. 93,018 60,660 28,035 12,583
Las Villas....| 192,654 129,138 51,896 28,754
La Habana...| 258,111 176,268 127,226 60,975
Pinar del Rio. 83,936 72,286 14,039 3,340
Matanzas. . .. 93,010 49,592 20,305 7,911
Total. . ... 895,999 595,011 320,929 143,033
(45.83%,) (30.42%,) (16.42%) (7.33%)

Carlos Prfo and the alliance thus won a plurality in every
province, and under Cuba’s electoral provisions clearly won the
presidency. On the other hand, his victory was less than'a “‘great
popular mandate.” He did not receive a majority of the popular
votes. However, there is no sound reason for concluding that a
Third Front would have automatically defeated Prfo. If Ntiiez
P. had been the Front candidate, for example, it appears very
likely that Chib4s’ voters would have switched to Prio.!*®

Comparing the registration totals with the election results
makes it evident that Chibds won a great moral victory at the
expense of the Auténtico-Republican alliance. The alliance re-
ceived 176,482 fewer votes than it registered, whereas Chib4s in-
creased his votes over the registration totals by the amazing
total of 156,054. Some of his votes might have come from the
Communists who lost 14,250 votes but not from the Liberal-
Democratic coalition which received 48,932 more votes than it
had registered. It was the Chibds showing that excited comment
in political circles, rather than the Prio victory. And many Cu-
bans and long-time residents in Cuba agreed with Sergio Carb6
that, “There is not the least popular enthusiasm for the victory
of Prfo.”12

Straight-ticket voting gave numerical control of both houses
to the Auténtico-Republican alliance, 78 to 58 in the lower house
and 36 to 18 in the Senate.!”? Actual working control of the

10 Rafael Garcis Barcena, ‘“Reflexiones postcomiciales,” Bohemia, July 11, 1948, pp.
27, 92-93.
2 Prensa Libre, June 4, 1948; see also the statement of a supporter, Raul Roa, “La

Universidad y Carlos Prfo,” Bohemia, July 11, 1948, pp. 47, 72-73.
12 El Nuevo Mundo, August 15, 1948, p. 11,
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legislature by Prfo was by no means assured by the composition
of the two houses, however. In the Senate, for example, I have
included eleven M<iguelista senators in the totals for the govern-
ment, and there were a number of representatives whose loyalty
to the Auténticos was questioned.

VII

It is manifestly impossible to interpret, definitively, the nature
of the Cuban “Revolution” and to project completely the course
of its future development on the basis of analysis of one time-
segment of the process, such as the presidential elections of 1948.
Even revolution reorients personal and institutional life at vary-
ing rates of speed. The elections of 1948 did challenge the con-
tinuity of the “Revolution,”’ however, and forced its leaders to
parade party, program, accomplishments, personnel, and future
potentialities before the Cuban voter.

In an important sense the elections defined the ‘“Revolution”
as symbol rather than substance. 1tiseven possible to argue that
the elections proved that the Cuban ‘“‘Revolution’” is no revolu-
tion at all. The fact is, for example, that Prfo and the victorious
alliance campaigned on a reform platform, not a revolutionary
program. Both Grau and Prio associated themselves with mod-
ernization of government and material and moral improvement
of the masses, and Prio, in his first year of office, signed bills creat-
ing a budget system, a national bank, and formal procedure for
assuring constitutional guarantees. But Grau and Prfo and the
other top level Auténtico leaders cherished no monopoly of re-
formist proposals in the economic, social, and political areas.
Batista and even Machado stood for detailed reform, and both
were in part successful in their reform programs.!® What the
presidential elections of 1948 revealed in sharp detail was that
the party of the “Revolution’ did not intend, for the foreseeable
future at least, to remold the basic institutions under which the
Republic existed. Indeed, the campaign demonstrated a reluc-
tance to attack any of the existing institutions—family, church,
army, educational system, economic organization—as so imped-
ing realization of objectives as to require basic revision. It had
long been a cardinal principle of the ‘‘Revolution’ to oppose
foreign loans, yet hardly had Prio achieved victory before he

12 Fulgencio Batista, Sombras de América (Mexico, 1946), pp. 442, passim, Antonio
Berenguer y Sed, ed., General Gerardo Machado y Morales, sus discursos y su obra de
gobierno (2 vols:, Habana, 1926-1927), pp. 220, 472, passim.
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advocated a $100,000,000, then a $200,000,000 loan, and he made
it clear that American sources would be among those solicited.
President Prio went further on February 25, 1949, and declared
that the government was breaking revolutionary traditions by
inviting in foreign capital, because Cubans themselves weren't
investing rapidly enough. This, he declared, was not imperial-
ism. Within the next month, Prime Minister Manuel A. Varona,
Senator José Manuel Casanova, and Prio himself welcomed Ameri-
can capital to construct ‘“ports, piers, docks, warehouses, hotels,
waterworks, and health resorts.””'** Some of the governmental
innovations of the Constitution of 1940, particularly the semi-
parliamentary system, broke sharply with the past, yet Prfo and
the alliance failed to discuss them in any such perspective. Nor,
in the economic realm, did the ‘“Revolution’ propose solutions
to Cuba’s problem of land tenure nor advance beyond more than
the most general discussions as to how industrialization might be
achieved. In the social area, the orators of the ‘“Revolution”
did not consider the principles of miscibility and miscegenenation
upheld in Brazil as applicable to Cuba’s race problem. The cam-
paign of 1948, like that of 1944, revealed the ‘“Revolution” to
lack an ideology. It would perhaps be too much to look for a
José Mart{ or a Enrique José Varona, but it is a fair question
to inquire who are considered to be the thinkers of the movement.
Whatever the sources consulted, it becomes evident that literary
figures have done little to explain and defend the “Revolution.’’12
Not even the literature of the Mexican Revolution was used in
the campaign of 1948.

There is considerable evidence that powerful segments of Cu-
ban political opinion, very probably the majority of voters, still
longed for fundamental reorganization of various institutions and
still thought of the ‘“Revolution’” as the embodiment of those
aspirations. The leadership of the “Revolution” lagged in recip-
rocating such attitudes. Ramoé6n Vasconcelos, long-time Liberal
who was made Minister without portfolio in Prio’s government,
declared in Alerta on February 1, 1949:

%4 Havana Post, February 26, 1949, p. 1; March 3, p. 1; March 5, p. 1; March 9, p. 1;
March 31, p. 1.

128 Qee, for example: Felix Lizaso, Panorama de la cultura cubana (Mexico, 1949), pp.
147; Diego de Pereda, El Nuevo pensamiento politico de Cuba (Habana, 1945), pp. 823;
Raimundo Menocal, Origen y desarrollo del pensamiento cubano (Habana, 1947), II,
653; Julio César Ferndndez, En defensa de la revolucién (Habana, 1936), pp. 221; Amleto
Battisti, La prézima era (Habana, 1947), pp. 188; Carlos Gonzdlez Palacios, Revolucidn
y seudo-revolucién de Cuba (Habana, 1948), pp. 117. These are the major volumes dealing
with recent Cuban government and politics but none of them establishes an ideology for
the Cuban Revolution.
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Grau demolished and disintegrated all discipline, defrauded the
people and disorganized the Republic, and he wasted for Cuba four
years, which, with a little organization and good government, would
have converted it into an emporium of wealth and a land of promise.

Grau dominated the Auténtico machine to the extent of permitting
him to hand-pick his successor. But the new leadership did not
inspire renewed confidence and enthusiasm. Dr. Raoul Alfonso
Gonsé, perhaps the outstanding political analyst in Cuba today,
wrote in Alerta on December 7, 1948, that bankrupt leadership
compelled the masses to seek elsewhere for relief for their disillu-
stonment.’?¢ There is the strongest evidence that Cuban political
opinion desperately desired the ‘‘Revolution’ to mean, at least,
fundamental departure from the venality, corruption, and fraud
so characteristic of Cuban colonial and republican politics. The
evidence is seen in the great support given to Chib4s, whose al-
most sole campaign asset was rectitude and integrity and pas-
sionate insistence on honesty in government. His cries for genu-
ipe revolution, to begin in this area, released emotional enthu-
siasm in all classes, and he rallied many of Cuba’s great men to
his cause.

The strong point of the party of the ‘“Revolution’ in the 1948
elections was the discipline and cohesiveness that characterized
its organization. In many respects the pyramidal structure and
the emphasis on personal loyalty called to mind the great city
machines in the United States. On the other hand, the 1948
elections mirrored disturbing peripheral movements among the
top-level personnel. The most serious manifestation of disin-
tegration was the deviationism of Sudrez Ferndndez and Chibés.
Of course, the loyal (Prio) was rewarded. However, it was dis-
turbing to note that not a single former president attended the
traditional New Year’s reception at the Palacio on January 1,
1949 (excepting Carlos Hevia who attended as a member of the
new government). The Cuban version of the spoils system as-
serted itself immediately after Prio’s victory, despite the fact
that the employees dispossessed were themselves Auténticos in the
main, although of Grau vintage. Minister of Education Dr.
Aurelio Sédnchez Arango appeared before the Senate on Decem-
ber 15, 1948 to explain why he had dismissed so many school
teachers and inspectors. He blandly declared that appointments
had been sold and issued wholesale in an illegal manner (under

126 See also Francisco Ichaso, “La diffeil situacién del gobierno actual ante las malver-
saciones del anterior,” Bohemia, January 30, 1949, p. 27.
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Grau) and therefore now had to be revoked. By early 1949,
former President Grau openly and publicly attacked President
Prio, and Prfo retaliated by firing Minister of Agriculture Fran-
cisco Grau Alsina (Grau’s nephew).!*” Even more serious, Ful-
gencio Batista returned to Cuba as senator from Las Villas and
promptly organized the Unitarian Action Party, which obtained
support from some of the Republicans in the Prio government
and from the Auténtico followers of Grau!'?® These developments
put in serious question the ability of the Auténticos to maintain
intact their hitherto strong organization.

The “Revolution’” was able to guarantee a free, fair election
in 1948 as Batista had done in 1944. What the elections did not
show clearly, however, was that important terrorist cells, clubs,
and movements failed to perceive that victory of the “Revolu-
tion” at the polls eliminated the necessity for continued unofficial
employment of violence. During Grau’s administration many
of the political assassinations were the natural consequence of
vendettas begun in the old days of the Machado administration.
The murders continued long after it would appear that desire for
personal vengeance had been satiated. During the first year of
Prio’s administration the exploding of bombs in ministries, the
machine-gunning of prominent figures, including officers of the
student body of the University, the discovery of a cache of arms
on the University campus, even the murder of union officials, all
pointed to political pistolertsmo. Among the most important of
such organizations is the Movimiento Socialista Revolucionario
(with offices at San Ldzaro No. 6 in Habana) and Unién Insu-
rrecional Revolucionaria. Police Chief Col. José M. Caramés has
been quoted as saying that Orlando Leén Lemds and Policarpo
Soler, particularly vicious pistoleros, ‘‘were protected by members
of the government.”'?* Grau sponsored no legislative proposals
whatever to curb gangsterism, but by July, 1949, President Prio
had the Group for the Repression of Subversive Activities (GRAS)
operating, and he declared that the government would “eventu-
ally’”’ wipe out illegal employment of violence.!3?

In a word, the presidential elections of 1948 seriously chal-

17 Havana Post, December 16, 1948, p. 1; December 18, p. 8; see also Informacién,,
December 1, 1948,

128 These events commanded the sharp attention of all the major media of communica-
tion in the first week of February, 1949,

1 Havana Post, May 6, 1949, p. 1.

12 The origins of GRAS go back to May. See Havana Post, May 7, 1949, p. 1; May
11, 1949, p. 8; July 24, 1949, p. 1.
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lenged the right of the Auténticos to lead the Revolution, and it is
fair to question the ability of the governing group to win future
electoral contests. The other and more optimistic interpretation
centers on the retention by the Auténtico machine, despite the
insurgence of Chibds, of ‘“Revolution” as a symbol of aspirations
very generally held. Reiterated use of the term as such might
continue to win elections, and might well in time force broader
visions on the part of Auténtico leadership in the direction of
fandamental reform. Some members of the Grau government
and some in the Prio administration spoke with appealing urgency
and sincerity. Dr. Alberto Oteiza Setién, first minister of health
under Prfo, declared on beginning his new responsibilities:

“Look at our countryside. There are approximately 305,000 miser-
able bohfos without sanitary facilities. They must be provided with
cement floors, with partitions to prevent promiscuity of sexes, with
sanitary latrines, with covered wells equipped with pumps. We must
stimulate school attendance. We must create in children the habit of
going to school. We must provide youngsters with shoes. . . .’

If this kind of reform zeal can prevail among Auténticos, it is
possible that with their continued triumphs in national elections,
Cuba might yet experience revolution, but by the slower process
of evolution.

% Havana Post, October 14, 1948, p. 1.





