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Introduettón 

Emeterio S. Santovenia, born of humble origins, 

attained a series of triumphs in life that culminated in 

fateful ruin. During a span of fifty years, he occupied 

many dlstinguished positions. He had been a newspaper 

editor, historian, lawyer, Senator. Presidential Secre­

tary, and Minister of State. Santovenia aleo had been 

president of various institutions; the Cuban Historical 

Academy, the board of trustees of the Cuban National 

Archive, and the Cuban Agriculture ano Industrial Bank. 

Other nominations included, vice presioent of the 

National Bank of Cuba and vice president of the Pan 

American Institute oí Geography ano History. 

As a historian, Santovenja published over ene 

hundred works, ano received nUMerous awards ano citations. 

In 1957, he was honored by the Cubánnation as a legend 

in his ewn time. Two years later, he would be imprisoned 

and his lifetime possessions would be confiscated by 

the Communist regime of Fidel Castro. 



Emeterio Santiago Santovenia y Echaide was bbrn on 

23 May 1889 in the municipality of Mantua, province of 

Pinar del Rio, Cuba. Hia father, Emeterio, had immigrated 

from Asturias, Spain and his mother, Antonia, was Cuban 

of Basque descent. The parents had married when the fa­

ther was twenty four yeara of age and the mother was 

sixteen. Young Emeterio was the second child in a mar­
1 

riage that wouId include nine children. 

In 1889 Cuba was a colony of Spain where for a se­

cond time, the CreoIes had aspirations of independence. 

The first War of Independence had initiated on 10 Octo­

ber 1868 at the co~mand oí Carlos Manuel de Cespedes. 

After ten years of tenacious fighting, both opponents 

sjgned an uneasy truce. Former conflicts rose again, and 

many Cubans went into exile to plan another independence 

movement. The prominent Ieader of this new undertaking 

was Jose Marti, or~anizer of the Partido Revolucionario 

Cubano. He called for a new uprising in the island on 

24 February 1895. That day, rebel cleshes occurred in 

all six Cuban prov'inces. In Pinar del Rio, sporadic 

rebel encounters were accompanied with the burning of 

1). Santovenia, Antonia, personal interview, Miami 
Beach, 30 July 1975. with the author. 
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tobacco and sugarcane fie1ds. 

Because destruction was raging the countryside, the 

Santovenia fam11y moved to the Northern coasta1 town of 

Dimas for sa~ety. There, young Santovenia was raised 

working in the tobacco industry. His education was ac­

quired first with tutors, and then comn1eted in public 

schoo1s. The War of Independence continued to wage heav­

i1y, and the town of Dimas was raided on various occa­

sions."Seeing these bo1d insurgents 1eft a very strong 

fee1ing of nationa1ism in Emeterio", recalls his sister.2 

The si_nking of the U.S.S. Maine in Havana harbor 

on 21 April 1898.prompted the United States to declare 

war on Spain. The we 1 1 equip~ed American forces were 

able to quickly defeat the Spaniards and establish an 

occunationa1 government in Cuba on 12 August 1PQ8.) 

After four years of mi1itary interventlon, the United 

States granted Cuba its independence on 20 May 1902. 

The P1att Amendment was attached to the Constitution, 

giving the United States the rlght to interfere in Cuban 

affairs when deemed necessary. 

On Independence day Santovenia participated in a 

patriotic act in schoo1 with Justo Luis Pozo,4 a friend 

who would eventual1y become an outstanding po1itician • 

2). Santovenia, Leopoldina, personal interview, Miami 
Beach, )0 July 1975, with the author. 

3). Emeterio Santovenia and Raul She1tón, Cuba ¡¡" §.!:!. 
Historia Vol. 11 (~Ham:i: Rema Press, 1965r;-p. 333. 

4). Emeterio S. Santoveni.Et, (Unpublished Autobiography, 
Miami, 1960), p. 2). 

http:Santoveni.Et
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Santovenia completed his public education in June 1905 

and then travelled to the town of Guanajay to apply for 

a teaching certificate. He boarded a ferry in Dimas 

that sailed to Havana, and then rode a coach to his fi­

nal destination. Although Santovenia was only sixteen, 

he did not encounter trouble in taking the certificate 

exam, which required the minimum age of eighteen. Upon 

returning to Dimas, he taught in an elementary public 

school for ~ year. 

In August 1906, Manuel Lazo, a family fri.end, sug­

gested that Santovenia should study busi.ness administra­

tion in the United States, where he would also learn 

the Engli.sh language. His parents approved the idea, and 

Santovenia sailed to New York on the American steamer 

"Esperanza" on 10 October 1906 with Manuel l,azo'·and·'ñis 

two sons. 5 While staying in the America Hotel in New 

York City, Santovenia became very homesick. An attempt 

to enroll him in school proved futile, because Santovenia 

did not show up to register. Lazo sent him back to Cuba 

that November. 

Upon returnlng to Havana, Santovenia registered in 

the "Luis B. Corrales" Commercial Academy, and completed 

his studies as a bookeeper in ayear. When he graduated, 

Lazo arranged a job with the mercantile firm Piñan, 

Fernandez y Compania, where Santovenia earned "room and 

5). "Movimiento de Pasajeros", Diario de l! Marina, 
10 October 1906, p. 5. 

http:Engli.sh
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board, and $10.70 in Spanish gold Monthly".6 During his 

spare time, Santovenia read classic novels, he was 

greatly impressed by "Don Quixote". Santovenia was rec­

ommended to read the historical works of Thomas B. 

Macaulay by his new friends in the various bookstores 

that he visited~ 

The study of hjstory intrigued Santovenla. When he 

read the "Diccionario Biografico Cubano", he noticed 

there were various discrepancies in the information 

regarding Tranquilino Sandalio de Noda, a local revolu­

tionary hero of his na tive prov1.nce." The seareh for the 

correct data led Santovenia into a historieal investi ­

gation. He would later recall, "the historieal investi ­

gation determined rny new orientation".7 Prom the accu­

mulated informationtSantovenia wrote a biography of 

Tranquilino Sandalio de Noda,and mailed the manuscript 

to the newspaper Diario de la Marina with the pseudonym 

"M. Terio". His articles were published in their entlre­

ty.8 The suceess of having his articles printed in 

Havana's leading newspaper eneouraged Santovenia to 

wri te other histor:i.cal essays on outstanding Cuban pa­

trtots. 

While visiting the National Library, Santovenia 

6). Santovenia, (Unpublished Autobiography), p. 54. 

7). Ibid •• p~ 69. 

8). "Ecos de Dimas", Diario de la Marina, 15 November 


1907, p. 7. 
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was introduced to its Director, Domingo Figarola-Caneda. 

Figarola-Caneda informed the new historian that he 

showad incentive, but lacked style. After some construc­

tive criticism, he agreed to help Santovenia "to write 

in simplicity, expressing deeds and thoughts in direct 

languaga".9 

Santovani.a visitad his parents when they Moved to 

Mantua. By 1913, the family included nine brothers and 

sisters; Ramon, Emeterio, Antonio. Leopoldina, Angel, 

Mario, Raquel, Lucila and Antonia. After Santovenia 

returned to Ravana, his involvement in historical writ­

ing and investigating caused him to leave his bookeep­

ing job, and he started working for the newspaper "El 
10Triunfo" on November 1914. 

By 1915, Santovenia had wrltten five biographies 

and four other works concerning his native province of 

Pinar del Rio. These publications made him the first 

regional historian of the new Republic. That year, he 

moved to the city of Pinar del Rio, capital of the 

province, and started working as a clerk in the law 

office of Adriano Avendaño. Santovenia began studying 

at the Provincial Institute, and bn December 1917 he 

was awarded a Bachelor in Arts degree.11 

Santovenia returned to Havana, where he enrollad 

9). Santovenia, (Unpublishad Autobiography), p. 77. 
10). El Triunfo, 27 November 1914, p. 2. 
11). Gabriel Garela Galan, Vidas Utilesl Emeterjo ~. 

Santovenla (La Habana: privately printed,i958), p'';;' 5. 

http:degree.11
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in the University of Havana Law School. He also started 

working for the newspaper "La Prensa". His daily column, 

titled ·Un dia como hoy", related Cuban historiesl ante­

cedente to each passing day.12 Santovenia received pri ­

vate tutoring from sorne of Cuba's best lawyers, among 

them, Rafael Guas Inolan, a future Cuban vioepresident. 

The first semester of 1920, Santovenia reeeived a Law 

degree from the University of Havana.13 He established 

a law otrice, and dealt mostly with oivil courts. 

Santovenia was dedioated to his historieal work 

and his law profession~' "He was a roan who did not have 

vices, or a social life, all of his spare time was oon­

sumed by writing and researching histOry".14 In 1921, 

he married Elisa Cuetera Diaz. Santovenia realized the 

new nation needed young and unbiased historians. He 

believed vooation is fundamental of a historian, and 

added, 

"A historian should have a hlgh sense of 
abnegation. His labor consists of two prinoi­
pal parts. First, to contemplate the roots oí 
his work. the investigation oí the past through
documents, inscriptions, narrations, etc. Some­
times this investigation requires a long time 
and the results are insignificant. Anyway, it 
is indispensable to see and examine a lot, 
with preference to the writings that were 
gathered of the first versions of the event 
being studied. Later, the little or the lot 

12). La Prensa, 20 May 1918, p. 4. 
13). Juan M. Garcia Espinosa, !l Historiador Santovenia 

(La Habana: Edltorial Argus, 1941), p'. 28. 
14). Santovenia, Luolla, personal interview, Miami 

Beach, 6 August 1975, with the author • 
... 


http:histOry".14
http:Havana.13
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that is seen has to be subrnitted to scrupulous
analysis. The historie reconstruction should 
start from the conclusions one has arrived at 
and culrninate in the proper expression of what 15 
is taken as a faithful reflection of the truth". 

The Academia de la Historia de Cuba (Cuban Histori ­

cal Acaderny), admitted Santovenia as a member in 1923. 

He was nominated by Domingo Figarola-Caneda and Juan 

Miguel Dihigo. The Academy had been founded on 20 August 

1910, "to promote, cultivate and verify studies of the 

national history".16 In his inaugural speech to the 

Academy, Santovenia detailad the particination of the 

town of Vuelta Abajo jn the Cuban War of Independence. 

In May 1925. Gerardo Machado, the liberal party 

candidate, became president of Cuba. Although Santovenia 

was of the liberal party*, he opposed the Constitutional 

changas instituted by the Machado regirne. After Machado's 

election, Santovenia avoided politics and concentrated 

on produeing historieal material. For the next four 

years, he published twelve works. They included five 

biographies, and other books concerned with the Cuban 

Wars of Independence. One work on the acts of the In­

surrectional Assembly of Representatives contained six 

volumes. 

15). Garcia Espinosa, !l Historiador Santovenia, pp. 
~t ~. 

16). Republica de Cuba, Reglamento S! 1! Academia ~ 
~ Historia de ~ (La Rabanal Imprenta "el siglo 
XX", 1935), p. 13. 

* 	 The Cuban Liberal party had conservative views, in 
comparison to the American Liberal party. 

http:history".16
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The Un1ted States and the Cuban government organized 

a reunion of Cuban-Spanish-American War veterans in 1928, 

for the dedication of a monument in Havana to the ~emory 

oí the U.S.S. Maine. The Cuban Hlstorical Academy gave 

Santovenia the task of recording the procedure of this 

historie assembly.1 7 

The Cuban political situation deteriorated in 1930; 

President Machado broke previous pledges and sought 

reelection. The Congress approved the president's deci­

sion by passing a law whlch extended the four year term 

to six years. Machado won reelectlon, and therefore 

extended his normal term of office by two years.18 The 

political oppositionists were enraged by these events, 

and were alarmed at the growlng National economic de­

pression. Mounting clvil strife erupted, and the govern­

ment responded to terrorist acts with persecution and 

oppression. 

Witnessing the turmoil that was engulfing the is­

land, Santovenia went by steamer to Europe in August 

1930. In Spain, he traveled to "La Coruña, Santander, 

Cestona, San Sebastian, Loyola, Oviedo, Gijon, Madrid, 

Toledo, Aranjuez, El Escorial and Barcelona. The trip 

from Barcelona was made by automobile around the 

17). Emeterio Santovenia, Libro Conmemorativo de la 
Inaguracion de la Plaza del Maine en La Habaña-rLa 
Habana I Impreñta"el Siglo XX", 192~,-P. 4. 

18). Santovenia and Shelton, ~ ~ ~ Historia Vol. 111. 
p. 84. 

http:years.18
http:assembly.17
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Mediterranean to Genoa. From there, the road led to 

Pisa, Rome, Florence, Venice, and Milan. The return trip 

was via Geneva, Paris, VersalIles, Brussels, Amberes, 

and Waterloo" •.19 

After his return to Cuba, Santovenla was motivated 

to join the struggle agalnst the Machado regi~e by 

Jorge Mañach, an intellectual friend. Manach was one of 

the founders of the ABC, a secret organjzation that 

employed terrorist means to bring about the downfall of 

Machado. Santovenia would later comment on his partici­

pation. "my position in the ABC was secondary••• ·20 

The political situation worsened in 1932, and the au­

thorities had constant encounters with insurgents who 

plagued the nation with bombings and assassinations. 

The affairs of the Cuban Historical Academy were discon­

tinued that year because of internal political divisions. 

Four years oí political turmoil were culminated on 

12 August 1933, when president Gerardo Machado, pressured 

by the American government, went into exile. Two un­

atable governments were then established without the 

formal recognition oí the United States. 

Because political tension diminished, Santovenia was 

able to publish three more books by the end oí 1933, 
\ 

totaling thirty five publications in twenty three years. 

He continued to practice law in Havana, and his edicta 

19). Santovenia, (Unpublished Autobiography), p. 185. 
20). Ibid., p. 208. 
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were printed in local newspapers. 21 A coalition govern­

ment was formed on 18 January 1934, and Carlos Mendieta 

was appointed provisional president. Santovenia was 

designated as Presidential Secretary in representation 

of the ABC movement, which had become a political party 

in the new govern1'l1ent. 22 During his term w'Í.th the Men­

dieta administration, Santovenia helped to accomplish 

two outstanding legjslationsJ the womena" suffrage rights, 

and the abrogation of the Platt Amendment. 

On 17 June 1934, the ABC held a political march in 

which thousands of supporters participated. On route, 

occupants of various speeding cars attacked the manifes­

tants with gunf'ire from automatlc weapons, causing 

scores of casualties.23 When the attack was over, the 

marchers regrouped and continued their route. The ABC 

protested against the assau1t by renouncing the Mendieta 

government. Santovenia resigned his post along with 

other ABC cab:tnet members. 

The ABC adopted a policy of onposition against the 

Mendieta regime in their daily newspaper "Accion". 

Santovenia and Mañach were the founders and directors of 

the publication. In Marah 1935 a general strike was 

declarad i11egal and the government began to incarcerate 

21). Diario ~ la Marina, 20 November 1933, p. 6. 
22). Garaia Espinosa, El Historiador Santovenia, p. 63. 
23). Hugh Thomas, Cubaa-The Pursuit 2! Freedom, (Naw

York. Harper & Row, 1971), p. 692. 

http:casualties.23
http:newspapers.21
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a1l oppositioni.sts, Santovenia and Manach were able to 

escape capture by seeking asylum in the Uruguayan Em­

bassy. After 1eaving Cuba, they made their way to rlJiami. 

There, they were joined by other Cuban inte1lectua1s who 

trave1led with them to Washington D.C., New York, Toronto, 
24Montreal, ottawa and Quebec. 

As Presidentia1 Secretary, Santovenia had dea1t 

with American po1iticians and had deve10ped an interest 

in Cuban-American relations. In 1935 an Eng1ish trans­

1ation of his book "E1oy Alfaro y Cuba" was published 

in WaShington D.C. The fo11owing year, Santovenia pu­

blished "El Presidente Polk y Cuba", and "Remember the 

Maine". 

In July 1935 a political amnesty was declared in 

Cuba, and Santovenia returned to Havana. After his ar­

rival, "he bought a lot on I Street, between 23rd-and 

25th Streets, and had a house specially built to ac­

commodate his private library and archive".25 Santovenia 

temporarily avoided politics to establish the "Editorial 

Tropico" publishing firm with Felix Lizaso and Panfilo 

Carnacho, their goal was to print all of the known works 

of Jose Marti. In 1939 Santovenia produced the first 

volume oí an extensive work ti tled "Historia de Cuba". 

That year, he returned to politics and accepted the 

24). Santovenia, (Unpublished Autobiography), p. 263. 
25). Santovenia, Raquel, personal interview, Miami 

Beach, 6 August 19'75. wi.th the author. 

http:archive".25
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leadership of the ABC party in his native province of 

Pinar del Rio. 

Influenced by his old political friends, Santovenia 

was nominated as a Senate candidate, and won in the 1940 

elections. He occupied his new post in the government 

of President-elect Fulgencio Batlsta, the army sergeant 

who had risen to prominence during the revolution of 

193). As a Senator, Santovenia became an outstanding 

legislator in promoting cultural advancements. His bill 

to construct a new National Archive was anproved, and 

Julian Martinez Castells appointed Santovenia as presi­
26dent of the board of trustees. 

The Cuban Historieal Academy elected Santovenia as 

Preaident in 1941, he would win consecutive reelection 

to the post until his exile in 1959. That year, his 

succesa was marred by tragedy when his wife Elisa died 

of cancer. 

During 194).the Batista adminiatration formed a 

government of national unity because Cuba was fighting 

with the Alliea in World War I1. A coalition was es­

tablished In which the ABC party received two cabinet 

posta. On March 194), Santovenia was no~inated Minister 

of State. He resigned his Senate seat to accept the 

nee~~~27 With the new coalitlon government, 

26). Garaia Galan. Vidaa Utiles, p. 11. 
27). "Labor Publica ds,Santovenia", Heraldo Pinarefio, 

20 May 1944. p. 2. 
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Cuba became the first Latín American nation to recognize 

the Algiers Committee, headed by Charles de Gaulle, as 

the sole representative of the Free French struggle. 

After the war, de Gaulle awarded Santovenia the Legion 

of Honor medal for his support and solidarity as Minis­
28ter of State. 

Santovenia married Zoila Montesinos prior to re­

signing his post as Minister of State, to seek a Senate 

reelection. His capacity as a historian did not diminish 

after winning a second Senate term in 1944. In gratitude 

to the people of Pinar del Rio, Santovenia wrote the 

first complete history of the province.29 In a span of 

thirty five years, he had published a total of sixty 

six works. The ABC held a National Assembly in 1948 

where the party decided to disband, and asked its mem­

bers to join other established political organizations. 

When the Assembly ended, Santovenia remarked, "1 fínally 

convinced myself 1 had not been born to be a political 

activist. 1 lacked vocation, and this fault was greatly 

determinant".30 

After his latest retirement from politics, Santove­

nia and his wife had an extensive tour in Latin America. 

Departing by plana on 24 September 1948, they stopped 

in Port-au-Prince, Santo Domingo, San Juan, Port of Spain, 

28). Garcia Galan, Vidas Utlles, p. 12. 
29). Emeterio s. Santo-~nia, Pinar Q!l BiQ (Mexico: 

Tierra Firme, 1946).
30). Santovenia, (Unpublished Autobiography), p. 382. 

http:determinant".30
http:province.29
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Belen, Rio de Janeiro, Montevideo and Buenos Aires. 

From Argentina, Santovenia wrote to his family about 

the trip.* When they 1eft Buenos Aires in November, 

they briefly stopped in Santiago, Lima. Guayaquil, 
;31

Panama ,'- Kingi!ton'~'and then returned to Havana.· After 

his return from latin Arrerica, Santovenia was wide1y 

known and acc1aimed as an inte11ectua1. His family 

1egacy was prolonged on 30 Apri1 1949. when Zoi1a gave 

btrth to Lorenzo, their first child. A second child, 

Maria Antonia, would be born on 9 August 1951. 

In 1949, the Havana newspaper, Informacion, had 

Santovenia writing a week1y co1u~n re1ating different 

aspects of Cuban hlstory.32 That year, he alsb wrote 

two hooks dealing w:1th the history of other nations; 

"L' Universali te'" de la Reve1ution Francalse de 1848". 
~ 

pub1ished in France, and "Sarmiento y su Americanismo", 

published in Argentina. Due te his outstanding achieve­

ments, Santovenia was invited to attend the co~ence-

ment ceremony at the University of Florida in June 1950. 33 

A10ng with three other promin$nt Latin Americans, he 

was awarded an honorary Doctor oí Letters degree. During 

the ceremony, Santovenia read an::aeeeptance speech ti t1ed, 

"Jose Marti. Patriot, States~an, Educator". and donated 

a bust oí Marti to the university.34 

,.,.' See Appendix l. 
31). Santovenia, (Unpub1ished Autobiography), p. 386. 
32). Iníormacion, 20 May 1949, p. 6. 
33). Gainsvi11e D8i1y ~, 1 June 1950, P. 1. 
34). Florida T!mes-Union, ? June l QSO. p. 2. 

http:university.34
http:hlstory.32


.. .. 

-15­

Other awards and nominations were offered ~o 


Santovenia. The exeeutive eommittee of the Pan 1meriean 

Institute of Geography and History eonvened in f1eXieo 

City on September 1951. and eleeted Santovenia ~s its 

vieepresident. This new position elevated the prestige 

he reeeived as a member of three other outstand~ng 
institutions; the Cuban Historieal Academy, the ILanguage 

Academy, and the National Aeademy oí Arts and L~tters. 

The Constitutional governm:nt in Cuba was ,ltered 

on 10 Mareh 1952, by a eoup di etat led by Genetal 

Fulgeneio Batj sta. The new reglme justtfied thei!r deed 

by eharging the govern"1ent of deposed president.Carlos 

Frio with blatant corruption, ineanability in dialing 

with gangsters and eriminals, and attempting to stage 

their own eoup d' etat. Santovenia reeeived a t,lephone 

ea11 on l1Mareh, asking him to go to the Mexican Embassy 

in Havana. There, he found former president priI and 

members of hjs Cabinet seeking asylum. santovenla be­

carne the ~ediator in assuring their safety to l~ave the 

country. Afterwards, he was asked to be Ministet of State 

in the new government, but he refused the offer J5 

Although Santovenia was appointed President of the 
! 

Ea.neo ~e Fomento Agri cola e Industrial d e Cuba ¡BANFAIC). 

and vieepresident of the National Bank of Cuba, he 

avoided poli tics. These ne~ responsi bili ties di. not 

35). Santovenia, (Unpublished Aut'obiography), p 441: 
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impede his work as a historian. Santovenia continued to 

wri.. te for "Informacion" , 36 and he received the "Manuel 

1\IYarquez Sterling" award for hts achievements as a news­

pe.per columnlst. In November 1957 t Santovenia received 

a National homage for his outstanding accomnlishments. 

As a historian, he had published over one hundred works. 

He was presented a gold rnedal wl. th his effigy, des­

crtbing him as a living legend. 37 The Diario de la 

n,lfarina also honored hil'l'l for "fifty years of service to 

the nation".38 

The work of this greatly honored man carne to a 

severe halt in January 1959. A sporadic revolution that 

had been brewing for two years under the leadership of 

Fidel Castro, finally toppled the regime of Fulgencio 

Batista. Upon seizing power, the Castro dictatorship 

irr'lmediately arrested Santovenia as "a colaborator of 

the despot Batista", at the ave of slxty nine. Under 

these vague ch~rges, Santovenia \'fas kept i.n jail for 

elght months. During his trial, former president Prio 

testified in his defense, ,c5 ting how Santovenia had 

mediated for his safety in March 1952. Santovenia was 

eventual1y released, but the Castro Communist regime 

did not allow him to take any possessions when he went 

36). Informacion, 20 June 1055, p. 2. 

37). "Ho1"!lenaje a Santoveni ", Pueblo, 16 November 1957. 


p. 	8. 
38). 	"Celebra hoy Santovenia sus Bodas de Oro con las 

Letras", Diario ~ ~ Marina, 15 November 1957. p. 1. 

http:nation".38
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with his ~aMily into exile in the United States. 

While living in Miami t Santovenia reeeived aid~ 

from the Cuban Refugee Center program. The first years 

in exile were spent recovering bits and pieoes of his 

manuscripts that his sisters were mailing from Cuba. 

Santovenia also wrote for various exile publicatlons, 

including the Diario Las Americas, Miami's daily Spanish 

newspaper. In 1962 he published "Universalidad de Dos 

A-rnericanos", his first book written in exile. Santovenia 

wrote his last historical work in 1965. three volumes 

of "CubA. y su Historla", which were co-authored with 

Raul Shelton. On 9 June 1965, he wrote to his sister 

Antonia in Cuba, "I reached seventy six years with grief 

and disillusion, observing how I have neared the end r', 

after a long life, unknown and persecuted. But God has 

wanted it that way, and one should not object. I hope 

next year we can all be reunited, with Godls grace".* 
Santovenia remained in this somber mood until his death 

on November 1968. 

* See Appendix II. 
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Conclusion 

Emeterio Santovenia was forced to accept a very 

unjust fate. After fifty years of service to his nation. 

a CONJmunist dlctatorship denied Santovenia his rights 

as an intellectual, but it could not erase his fame. 

Although Santovenia died in exile impoverished 

spiritually ano financially, his thoughts and works 

have attained immortality. 
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Hialeah, Junio 9 de 1965. 

Mi queridisima T 

Recibimos tus letras del 25 del mes pasado, cari­
ñosas como todas las tuyas.

Llegue a los 76 con pena y desencanto observando 
como me aproximo al final despues de una larga vida, 
desconocido y perseguido. Pero Dios lo ha querido asi, 
y no hay que objetar. Tu fuerta abrazo es un consuelo. 
y ojala en el afto proximo todos estemos unidos, con el 
favor de Dios. 

Anhelo que ya Ina e~te del todo bien de la mano y
del pie y que haya recibido los zapatos.

El I volumen de la Historia (Cuba X-§U historia)
ha de quedar impreso este mes, y en seguAd~ al II y el 
III. 

Las dificultades economicas no desaparecen. Es la 
obra de la maldad. 

Maria Antonia y Lorenzo estan bien, a Dios gracias,
y han hecho bien su curso escolar.

Ya he sabido lo de la hija de mi compadre, cuyo 
pesar lamento de veras. 

De salud andamos bastante bien. 
Un gran abrazo para todos de Zoi1a y 

Tití 

Mi queridisima Ina: 
Te recorde mucho y muy efusivamente el dia 5. el 

de tu cumpleaños. No he cesado de desearte 10 mas y lo 
mejor con ese motivo. 

Zoila te envio una tarjeta. La recibiste? 
De ella y de mi recibe besos y abrazos 

Titi 

Maria Antonia y Lorenzo te han recordado con cariño. 
'l' 

Ton: 
Ayer conoci a la Srta. Rodriguez, hija de Gerardo 

Rodriguez Morejon, tu compañera en el catecismo. Te 
recuerda con afecto. 

T 

Te deseo 10 mejor por el dia de tu santo, y que 10 
celebremos juntos el proximo año. Te quiere

Tití 
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