Ttz Hornons o¥, mik Coor1y: Trapk,—An fuveati- |
gation, jnstituted by the marine department of the :
oard of Trade, has for.several days been sitting at |
the Local, Marine Board, Cornhill, relative to the
frighttul mortality of Chinese kidnapped on board
the British. ship Duke of Portland at Hong Kong,
for shipment_ to Havana, Mr Duncan Dunbar, the
Chairman of the Board, presided, aud My, Thomas
Hanilin, the owner of the Duke of Portland, was
‘present during the procecding, It appeared. that
the: Duke- of Portland left Hong Kong with 832
!cpo]ics, and that 128 of them died before the' vessel
‘reached Havann, This awful niortality was caused
by congestive fover, induced, it was alleged, by the
divty hubits of the Chinese. yThe captain and other
;wimeescs gave a horrible description of scenes that
\

took place during the voyage. At the close of the
Inquiry the Board reported in the following terms:
“That no blame attaches to the owner and magter,
‘or any onc connected with, the ship. That Captain
Seymour's conduct Lo the emigrants appears to have
been_ kind and attentive, and every possible pre
‘chution Was used by hin to decrease the mortality,
Dr. Tdgate appems also to have exerted himself for
the same purpose. It appears to this Board that
the mortality wa3 aggravated by the great heat and l
unusual length of the passage (150 dnys), caused by

the eniling of tho ship in an improper scason, She

sniled full one month Jater than she ought to have

dono to enable her o get down the China Seas"—
London Star, Jan. 29, . . ‘
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