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BUSH ON CUB A

friendships—by publicly kicking around nations like Argentina and
Brazil while moving closer to a repressive regime like Cuba. Similarly, I
cannot understand what purpose is advanced by continually sanctioning
South Africawhile remaining virtually silent about the atrocities commit-
ted in Cambodia. Let us press forward for human rights, but let us do so

‘% weaken our alliances
and friendships by publicly
kicking around nations like
Argentina and Brazil while
moving closer to a repressive
regime like Cuba.

in harmony with our other goals.
Second, I am convinced that we
must put more backbone into our
posture regarding the Soviet Union.
We cannot confuse détente with
dismissal of our world obligations:
We cannot confuse accommoda-
tion with appeasement. I do not
mean that we must suddenly en-
gage in saber rattling; negotiations
must continue to be a vital part of
our relationship; but I do mean that
we must be willing to recognize our

interests in the world and to stand firm in protecting them. As Winston
Churchill said: “We cannot parley unless we arm. We cannot negotiate

unless through strengeh”....

[From a speech delivered to Georgetown University School of Foreign Service, Washing-

ton, D.C., January 25, 1979]

CARTER’S
DIPLOMATIC
RETREAT 1

...Diplomatically, our retreat is even more apparent. In the Far East,
after our stinging defeat in Vietnam, we see the Soviet fleet now calling at
Cam Ranh Bay and Soviet TU-95D bombers flying out of Da Nang, while
Soviet-backed soldiers from North Vietnam run roughshod over Cambo-
dia. Our friends in Korea fear—with good reason—that we may soon

abandon them militarily, while our friends in Taiwan speak openly of
betrayal. Along the southern rim of Asia, two of our alliance systems built
a quarter of a century ago—SEATO, and more recently, CENTO—have
fallen apart. Along the so-called northern tier, even the President’s
National Security Advisor, Zbigniew Brzezinski, admits there is an “arc
of crisis.” Americans have been chased out of Afghanistan, our influence
is waning in Pakistan, we have been forced out of Iran and our relations
with Saudi Arabia have badly soured.

The litany of trouble is long and, unforcunately, growing largerstill. In
Africa, Soviet-backed forces now control Ethiopia, tightening the noose
around the Arabian peninsula; in the meantime, Cuban surrogates—some
40,000 strong by the State Department’s latest count—have apparently
infested at least 16 countries, the Marxist-armed guerrillas threaten to set
fire to Rhodesia and other parts of southern Africa. Even in our own
hemisphere, there is mounting concern that anti-American guerrillas will
soon battle their way to power in several Central American councries,

Thereare bright spots on the diplomatic horizon, of course, but the tide
is running against us; and all about us, we hear voices asking whether the
American century had ended. How right they are to ask and how difficult
it is to answer.

Looking over the past quarter-century, it is clear that the decline of
American power did not begin with Jimmy Carter, nor should all of our
problems be heaped upon his doorstep. Long before he left Plains, Georgia,
both the Soviets and the nations of OPEC were flexing their muscles.

My quarrel with the Carter administration, then, is not that it is the
source of our difficulties, but that it seems so helpless in overcoming them.
Unfortunately, this administration has neither a vision of America’s role
in the world nor even a clue of how to get there. Instead, its foreign policy
seems like a tiny sailboat adrift on a violent sea, tossed in one direction or
another by every new gust of wind. Neither friend nor foe can look upon
us for steady, reliable leadership, and they are naturally beginning to
pursue their own course, independent of American interests.

Harold MacMillan, chosen by Winston Churchill years ago as his
successorat Number 10 Downing Street, has said: “Europeans have to deal
with the weakest American administration in my lifetime.” And there are
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many others—both publicly and privately—who are joining him. The
International Institute for Strategic Studies in London commented two
weeks ago in its annual report that the Carter administration presents “a
complicated and, at times, confused picture to the world.” The President’s
personal style, the report continued, has left him unable “to provide the
cohesion and consistency required to make the American system of
government function effectively.”

But perhaps the most damning indictment is the assertion that as
Americans look to Washington, D.C., for leadership, “often they see
paralysis, stagnation, and drift.” And that, my friends, is the assertion of
the President himself, delivered just twelve days ago.

This perception of weakness is
thus widely shared, and no wonder.
How can our allies depend on us,
afterall, when our government one
day promises that it will stand by
an old friend, Taiwan, and then the

’ ‘ next day abrogate our national de-
while our chief spokesman at fense wreaty with them, admitting

the U.N. calls the Cubans a that it never even tried to negotiate
the guarantee of a peaceful solu-
tion. What world leaders will
gamble on the United States after
watching the Chancellor of West
Germany, Helmut Schmidt—at our urging—courageously call for devel-
opment of the neutron bomb and then the next day have our President
yank the rug out from under him? W hat nation will join us in condemning
foreign invasions and internal repression while our chief spokesman at the
U.N. calls the Cubans a stabilizing force and says that the Ayatollah
Khomeini will be remembered as a saint in Iran? This vacillation—this
splendid oscillation—has not only endangered U.S. interests, but has
made us the butr of jokes around the world. President Carter, says British
historian Paul Johnson, is like a cushion, for “he always bears the
impression of the last person who sat upon him.”

Ladies and gentlemen, we can reverse the decline in American power

W hat nation will join
us in condemning foreign
invasions and internal repression

stabilizing force?
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and influence around the world. And indeed, we must, for without a
strong, steady voice for peace in world affairs, there is a growing possibility
that the world will slide into a new age of darkness. But the record of the
past two-and-one-half years leaves no doubt that this administration has
neither the capacity nor the courage to guide us out of the valley and up
onto the high road again....

[From a speech to the World Affaiss Council of Philadelphia, June 6, 1979}

SOVIET
SURROGATES

Question: What would or could you do as president to deal with the use of Cuban
troops in Africa or elsewbere as sort of a surrogate army for the Soviets?

Bush: They are surrogates for the Soviets and we have to start with that
understanding—that we're not just dealing here with Castro’sadventurism.
This is a game in which Cuba is being used as a pawn of the Soviets to gain
political advantage and seek hegemony everywhere. We've got to have a
principled foreign policy, one where the Soviets can’t inject those forces
wherever they want and get no response from the United States and our
allies. We had allies, for instance, that were eager to help in the Horn of
Africaand in Angola. But wesaid “no support.” And the Soviets took that
asan indication that they could go intoother places. . . . If the U.S. appears
to be impotent, it will spawn all kinds of adventurism. Not that the U.S.
can be the world’s policeman, but there’s got to be a perception of strength
to ensure order and some of it has to involve a turning-around of {Carter
administration} policy. You've got to remember there are certain things
Castro wants from the United States. And I think there ought to be a code
of behavior that he’s held to before he gets anything.

Question: Are there circumstances under which you would support a normalization
of U.S. relations with Cuba?

Bush: I'm not ready to talk about normalization. Just to improve relations
at all, I think the minimum requirements should be that the Cubans
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women—before we are doctors, lawyers, or mechanics—we are Americans.
Americans have always stood for free speech, and we always will.

So I have come here to ask something of you. I ask you to stand by your
traditions—the best traditions of America. I ask you, once again, tostand
for TV Marti and to stand for freedom....

[From a speech to the National Association of Broadcasters, Atlanta, Georgia, April 2,

1990]

CUBA WILL
BE FREE

...Nowhere have our principles been more effective than in the interna-
tional arena. Look at the results: In the Revolution of 89 we saw freedom
dawn in Eastern Europe. And now we’re so very close to extending the
compass of freedom across the Americas. Look at the map. There was once
a dictatorship, a brutal one, in Panama. But the people spoke in a
democratic election, and then came Operation Just Cause, and now the
people rule in Panama. And they’re going to continue to rule. [ might say,
Connie [Senator Connie Mack]}, I wish we had more senators like you,
because we then would have passed long ago that money chat we need to
support democracy in Panama and the democracy in Nicaragua. The
Senate ought to move.

We all remember there was once a militant regime in Managua, but
then came that election. Now the people are about to begin rule in
Nicaragua, just next week when Violeta Chamorro takes office. And of
course, there is one last hardline holdout in the West—only one: Cuba.
But I believe that, like its neighbors in every direction, Cuba, too, will join
the ranks of free nations, making this che first totally democratic hemi-
sphere in history. I¢ may not happen tomorrow. It may not happen next

week or next month. But it will happen. The people of Cuba will be free.
I will guarantee you that....

[Remarks aca Republican Party fundraising dinner in Orlando, Florida, April 20, 1990]
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END SOVIET
SUBSIDY
TO CUBA

Question: Mr. President, as you know, the people are quite interested and concerned
about our relations with Cuba. I'm interested in knowing what you think of the
Soviet proposal that the United States loosen its economic embargo of Cuba as a step
toward the Soviet Union reducing its subsidies for Cuba.

The President: I've got a better idea: The Soviets ought to stop spending $5
billion a year in Cuba. I think that would be enormously helpful to get the
Cuban people what most every other country in this hemisphere has and
clearly what many in Eastern Europe are enjoying—democracy and
freedom.

So, my suggestion would be: If that totalitarian and brutal society were
not propped up by an enormous subsidy from the Soviet Union, I have
every reason to believe that Cuban people would havea right toachieve the
freedom that other countries have achieved. So, that’s where I'd start on
that question, and I would not accept the idea that chis is a time to change
our policy toward Fidel Castro.

{White House press conference, June 13, 1990]

AID TO
THE USSR?

Question: ...On the pressure from the allies—which you'll see in NATO and then
again at Houston—to help the Soviet Union, to give them some...actually more
than technical aid. Have you changed your thinking? Are you moving toward some
sort of agreement with the allies?

The President: We have some differences in the alliance on this question....
I've tried to be very frank and up front not only with the allies, but with
the Soviets, on che difficulties we have at this juncture, because there has
got to be economic reform there, market reform and all kinds of changes

63



B U S O N C U B A

that I believe Gorbachev wants to see take place. But they have to be in
place for the United States to go forward. Then we have a political agenda
that we've tried to be very frank about. Secretary Baker has presented it in
considerable detail to Mr. Shevardnadze, and I had a chance to touch on it
with President Gorbachev.

You see, it is hard for the American people to say, why put X-billions
of dollars of money into the Soviet economy when it’s not reformed, when
chey’re spending 18 percent of their gross national product on military,
and when they’re spending an estimated $5 billion in Cuba? Some of our
allies might not be as concerned about that last point as we are. I'm very
concerned about it....

[White House press conference, June 29, 1990}

LONE
HOLDOUT OF
TOTALITARIANISM

...Fidel Castro should be celebrating along with other countries the
demise of the Berlin Wall. Inscead, Castro is criticizing Gorbachev for
being not true to a communist revolution. He’s out of step. He's swim-
ming against the tide. He is a symbol, the lone holdout of a Marxist
totalitarianism that has failed all around the world. And he ought to be
better to his people than that.

If Castro wants to say something constructive—more democracy, more
freedom, more openness, more free press, more acceptance of a change that
isworldwide, fine, I'm listening.... But to say that, as some have suggested,
you ought to godown—sit down and talk to Castro right now and that will
solve any problems, I don’t see that ac all.

...And as long as the Soviet Union continues to provide a subsidy to
Cuba, it will be very, very difficult for the United States to help the Soviet
Union with their enormous financial problems.

{Interview with The Los Angeles Times, July 26, 1990]
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SWIMMING
AGAINST THE TIDE

Question: Soviet President Mikbail Gorbachev bas urged you to enter into a dialogue
with Fidel Castro. As you mentioned, just yesterday Secretary Baker met with {Cuban
U.N. Ambassador} Isodoro Malmierca, the first time in thirty years discussions at
that level have been conducted. Does this signal a change in U.S. policy towards Cuba?

The President: No. No, it does not. It signals no change.

Question: So the only reason was for the U.N. resolution {on Iraq}...

The President: The U.N. resolution, having a vote at the United Nations,
and that’s it. There are so many things that Castro could do to enhance
relations between the United States, but he’s not willing to do them. He’s
not willing to open up on the human rights question. He’s not willing to
give a litcle on Marxist control over his own citizens. He's not willing to
do what every other country in this hemisphere is doing, moving down
democracy’s path. He’s still a dictator, a totalitarian dictator, that’s
swimming against the tide. And he’s got to shift a liccle bit here.

At some point, I'd love to think that there would be improved relations
with Cuba. We have noargument with the Cuban people. I happen to have
great links and roots because of family in Miami. And what the Cubans
who moved to Florida have done, in terms of work ethic, the family, the
strength of family, and all of this, just inspires me. But, they are fiercely
independent. And I think the people in Cuba would welcome this
democratic path that everybody else is on in che hemisphere. But Castro’s
a dictator, he’s holding the lid on tight.

Question: Would you favor a strategy of proposing elections in Cuba, like the ones
in Nicaragua and Czechoslovakia.

The President. Absolutely. Self-determination and free elections are very
important concepts. Obviously you'd have to have a free election climate.
You'd have to have fair play for opposition who wanted to get their case
to the people. Again, absolutely. Look what’s happening in other countries
in Central America and South America.

[Interview with the Hispanic television network Univision, during the U.N. deliberations
on Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, November 29, 1990}
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A TOTALLY
DEMOCRATIC
HEMISPHERE

It’s an honor to mark this important occasion with so many of the men
and women who make it their calling to advance the cause of freedom and
human rights around the world. It’s a special pleasure to meet with you as
we look back on a year in which the cause of freedom has made such gains;
a year in which the collapse of the communist idea and end of four long
decades of cold war and conflict enabled the world to look with new hope
toward an era of peace, an era of freedom.

W ith freedom’s advance come new challenges. This is especially true in
Europe, the continent that for so long stood at the heart of the East-West
conflict. There the Revolution of
"89 has given way to the renaissance
of 1990, to the difficult business of
democracy-building. The hard
work of consolidating these great
gains has just begun. America can
take pride in the role that we've
played in this revolution, but not
make the mistake of thinking that our work is now over.

...This advance in human rights is not confined to one continent alone.
I have just got back two days ago from a trip to South America. I visited
five countries, each one now back on the democratic path. One of them,
Argentina, turned back an antidemocratic challenge just two days before
I got there. When we arrived in Buenos Aires, you could see and feel the
depth of Argentina’s dedication to democracy and its ideals. As I said
there: The day of the dictator is over; the war of ideas has been won by
democracy.

Human rights and respect for all it entails—freedom of religion,
freedom of speech, and other individual liberties, including property
rights, free elections, multiparty systems—these fundamental rights are
gaining ground the whole world over, in Latin America and in Asia, where
free-market principles now power some of the world’s fastest-growing

Tbe day of the dictator

is over.
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economies. I want to see our hemisphere—this hemisphere—be the first
totally democratic hemisphere.

There is one outstanding example where it is not totally free and where
human rights are not respected, and that’s Cuba. And I hope someday soon
that they will join the family of democratic nations here....

[Remarks on signing the Human Righes Day Proclamation, Washington, D.C., Decem-
ber 10, 1990}

VALLADARES:
SYMBOL OF LIBERTY

December 28, 1990
The White House

Washington

Dear Armando:

It is with extreme regret and reluctance that I accept your resignation
as United States Representative to the United Nations Human Rights
Commission. You have served with dedication and distinction in a time
of great movement toward improved human rights throughout the world.

As you have said with your typical brief eloquence, our nation’s values
have triumphed. I might add that you, too, have triumphed as a symbol
of the unquenchable spirit of liberty which burns in every person on earth.
You showed how courage and conviction can win over brutality and
tyranny. That is why I have proudly called you one of my personal heroes.

The United States will remain vigilant against abuses of human rights
around the world. As you leave government service, you retain this
country’s—and the world’s—gratitude for your service and your spirit. In
particular you take Barbara’s and my deepest admiration and affection.

Sincerely,
George Bush

[Letter to Armando Valladares, December 28, 1990}
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CUBA AND
U.S.-SOVIET
RELATIONS

Question: One of the keys to a democratic outcome in Cuba will be the end of extensive
Soviet economic and military assistance to Castro’s government. Although recent
press accounts indicate that the economic relationship between these countries is
changing, the problem is that those who seem to be calling the shots in Moscow now
are the orthodox communists, for whom Cuba still retains significant strategic
importance. What can the United States do to prevent those powerful people and
institutions from continuing their assistance to Cuba? And if the assistance
continues, how will it affect U.S.-USSR relations?

The President: My administration has strongly supported continued inter-
national pressure on Cuba toopen up its political and economic system and
to allow its people to breathe the new air of freedom that we see in Latin
America, Eastern Europe, and to a lesser extent, in the Soviet Union itself.
For this reason, we have continued to support trade limitations and
diplomatic isolation of Cuba as the best available means to convince Fidel
Castro that he cannot swim against the tide of history. We find lictle
comfort in simply asserting that the Cuban regime is an anachronism, for
every new day of Castro’s dictatorship brings the prospect of further
repression, economic deprivation, and suffering for the Cuban people. We
and all those who love freedom in this hemisphere look forward earnestly
to the day when the Cuban people will be able to share the blessings of
liberty.

W e have raised the issue of the Soviet military and economic support of
the Cuban regime directly with Soviet leaders on several occasions, and
will continue to doso. Soviet aid to Cuba was slightly reduced last year and
we would like to see further reductions. While we cannot prevent further
Soviet assistance to Cuba, we have underscored that it is an irritant in our
relations, and that its continuation will remaina major issue in U.S.-Soviet
relations.

[Interview with Hispanic Business magazine, May 1991}
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Recent Titles by the
Cuban American National Foundation

Castro’s Special Period in a Time of Peace. Proceedings of a conference by
CANF examining Castro’s attempts to resist worldwide trends towards
democracy and free markets. Panelists include Jerrold Post, Rolando
Bonachea, Benigno Aguirre, and Pamela Falk. Also included is a policy
statement on Cuba by Michael Kozak of the Department of State. Price:

$4.00.

Cuba’s Cloudy Future by Susan Kaufman Purcell. Assesses the implications
of the collapse of communism for the Cuban Revolution and discusses Fidel
Castro’s options to extricate himself from Cuba’s current political, eco-
nomic, and social crises. Dr. Purcell is Vice President for Latin American
Affairs at the Americas Society. Price $3.00.

Human Rights in Cuba, 1990: Special Report. A compilation of human rights
reports on Cuba by the U.S. State Department, Americas Watch, Amnesty
International, and the OAS. Also includes text of U.N. resolution on
human rights in Cuba. Free of charge.

The Cuban Revolution at 30: A Conference Sponsored by the Cuban American
National Foundation. Leading Cubanologists assess Cuba after thirty years
of Castroism. Topics examined are Cuba’s domestic and international
situations, Soviet-Cuban relations, Fidel Castro after three decades in
power, and U.S.-Cuban relations. Price: $5.00.

Chistes: Political Humor in Cuba. A compilation of eighty-three jokes
(Chistes) canvassed from recently arrived Cuban exiles that demonstrates
how the Cuban people—through the avenue of political humor—express
their disaffection wicth Fidel Castro and the Cuban government. Price:

$4.00.

Is Cuba Changing? by Susan Kaufman Purcell. A general overview of the
Cuba situation after thirty years of Castroism, this essay offers suggestions
for U.S. policy in light of Cuba’s current economic difficulties and aversion
to Soviet-style reforms. Price: $3.00.
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Castro’s America Department: Coordinating Cuba's Support for Marxist-Leninist
Violence in the Americas by Rex A. Hudson. In this 72-page essay, the author
examines the office of the Cuban government responsible for subversion in
the Western Hemisphere, using nearly three hundred footnotes to docu-
ment evidence of its involvement abroad. Mr. Hudson is a Latin America
specialist at the Library of Congress. Price: $5.00.

A Public Survey on the Quality of Health Care in the Province of Holguin, Cuba.
A Confidential Report by the Cuban Communist Party. Smuggled out of Cuba
and translated by the Cuban American National Foundation, this report

effectively demolishes the myth of “great accomplishments” by Cuba in the
field of health care. Price: $5.00.

Narco-Terrorism and the Cuban Connection by Rachel Ehrenfeld. An analysis
of Havana's role as “command center” for a network of narco-traffickers and
terrorists in the Western Hemisphere. Price: $4.00.

The Cuban University Under the Revolution by Eusebio Mujal-Leén. This 65-
page essay examines the role of the university—the historic focal point of

the Cuban struggle for independence and democracy—in the Cuba of Fidel
Castro. Price: $5.00.

TowardsaNew U.S. —Cuba Policy (1988). A briefing on Cuban domesticand
international policies which offers thirty policy options for a new and more
effective U.S. policy towards the Castro regime. Price: $4.00.

General Del Pino Speaks: An Insight into Elite Corvuption and Military
Dissension in Castro’s Cuba. An abridged translation of Radio Marti's 1987
interview with the highest ranking military officer ever to defect from
Cuba. Topics include Cuba’s involvement in Angola; corruption in the
Cuban government;and the disillusionment among the Cuban people with
the Castro regime. Price: $5.00.

Castro’s Puerto Rico Obsession is a study of Castro’s campaign to promote a
Marxist Puerto Rico. It details Castro’s efforts to promote Puerto Rican
“independence” in the United Nations and his support for Puerto Rican
terrorist groups. Price: $4.00.
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This is one of a series of reports and reprint articles
of Cuban concern distributed by
The Cuban American National Foundation

Current discussion on U.S.-Cuba policy is enhanced
by presenting a diversity of views.
The author is responsible for factual accuracy
and the views expressed.

Nothing written here is to be
construed as an attempt to aid or
hinder the passage of any bill
before Congress.

Copies of this publication are available free of charge from:
The Cuban American National Foundation
1000 Thomas Jefferson Streer, N.W.
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Washington, D.C. 20007
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