
sphere; secondly, to keep the kind of eye on 
Cuba, the watchfulness on Cuba to assure us 
that that is the case in that particular island­
to insure that there is the safe and free use of 
int;ernational waters and airspace in the Carib­
bean area without interference from the island 
of Cuba; to insure that there will not be arms 
shipped from Cuba to other parts of the hemi­
sphere illicitly against inter-American orders, 
or any other type of foray from Cuba against 
those other countries i and also to insure that 
there not be repeated in Cuba the situation 
which was demonstrated in Hungary some time 
ago about the use of Soviet arms to impose a 
political solution against the will ,of Cubans on 
the spot. 

A second course of combination of actions has 
to do with insuring that this Marxist-Leninist 
regime does not offer any future for the Cuban 
people, or any example for the rest of the hemi­
sphere in terms of economic and social develop­
ment. There has been a drastic reduction in 
normal relations, economic, fiscal, and other­
wise, 'between Cuba and the rest of the free 
world. This has to do with trade, with ship­
ping, with all the transactions which have to do 
with the economy of the island. That is having 
an important impact upon the country inside 
the island and is raising the price rapidly for 
the other side if they try to maintain the present 
position there. 

And a third set of actions has to do with the 
rest of the hemisphere: to insure that any at­
tempt from Cuba to send funds, personnel, 
agents, into other countries will be interrupted 
and also-and most important of all-to insure 
that these other countries of the hemisphere 
and their peoples really ,understand that eco­
nomic and social developbent, and rapid eco­
nomic and social development, is something that 
is to be undertaken through free institutions 
and that it is the free world that has the more 
adequate answer for that solution. 

I think the result of all these steps in the 
hemisphere has been sharply to cut down on 
Castro's-the bloom of Castro's original revolu­
tion. I think he has been abandoned through­
out the hemis'N1ere by all but the hard-core 
Communist apparatus in country after country.. 
By and large there are few organizations that 
still pay him some attention. 

MAY 13, 1963 

Now, there remains the question of the pres­
ence o{SoVlet 'forceS,-which w-e-ha.ve ind'icated 
to the Soviet Union, and have declared, cannot 
be accepted as a normal st&.te of affairs in this 
hemisphere. Those forces have been moving 
out. It is our purpose to see that they do con­
tinue that movement out. And the question is 
how, when, under what circUIIlBtances. The 
presence of those forces here is itself a source 
of danger, itself a major intrusion into the pos­
sibilities of relations between the West and the 
East on any kiIid of a normal basis, and is an 
irritant which ought to be removed. 

Now, the~ st~ r~mai?s the question of in­
vasion or a major act of w'ar in dealing with 
that situatioiL'I.etme say to you that if som&­
one says to me, "I want to invade Cuba and 
take all the consequences of that step, whatever 
they are," I will honor you for an idea which 
at least has some integrity. But let's not kid 
ourselves that waving missiles is going to cause 
the other side to roll over and play dead. If 
you want to do all sorts of drastic things on the 
assumption that no shooting will result, just 
don't entertain any such illusion. It is neces­
sary to incur very great risks in order to meet 
great threats. And that was demonstrated last 
October. And if anyone is under the impres­
sion that -there was not a very great risk in­
volved last October, then you must catch up to 
date with the facts. i 

But it is not my judgment that the threat ~ 

Cuba at the present time warrants the ~l~­
tion of violence which would 00 involved in 
direct military action against that island. And 
direct military action of that sort is something 
for which we must remain responsible and 
which we must not put in the hands of those 
who do no~ carry the responsibilities which we 
do for our own people and for situations in 
other parts of the world. 

So I would like to have those who want to do 
more about Cuba. be more precise than the use 
of general language, because practically every­
thing that can be done, short of the use of armed 
forces, is being done and is having very con­
siderable effect. Thank you. 

[Question by Mr. Erpt and answer by Mr. Bayes.] 

Secretary Rusk: Mr. Chairman,' may I buy 
just a little piece of that one ~ [Laughter.] 
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