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Nove:mber 5, 1962 

. MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Dobrynin asked earlier this :morning if I could see hi:m 

and I :made arrangexnents to have hi:m co:me to the office at 

12 0 I clock Noon. 

He delivered another letter fro:m Mr. Khrushchev. I read 

it and found that it concerned our list of offensive weapons that 

Stevenson had sub:mitted. 

I explained to Dobrynin that fro:m the fir st it had been :made 

clear by' the Soviet Union that they would get rid of any weapons 

which we considered offensive and certainly it was very clear 

that the bo:mbers, the IL 28's, had to go. Dobrynin replied that 

he was not fa:miliar with that position and also did not know what 

was on the list that Khrushchev mentioned in his letter. I told 

hi:m I would get a copy of it; that it wa~:e"1a:me list of weapons 
1\ 

that had been listed in the President's Qua rantine Procla:mation. 

He replied he would obtain a copy fro:m .Kusnetsov. 

F=~~::=:~==r.:~~~Dumiilr.i..nf' the :middle of the conversation. the President called 
~r, :Q. •.~:.-·'~O-· 
~~.~,....~ ..%.....'L.IJrlo-... 

E.O. 12~ij3, ~oo. ::3.4
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Memorandum for 
The President November 5, 1962 

and said that he had just received some prelimiDary information 

which indicated that several of our planes over Cuba had been 

fired upon. In ending my conversation with Daltrynin. therefore, 

1 stressed the fact that any arrangements that were made were 

dependent upon there not being any incidents ia the air above 

Cuba. 

RFK:arnn 
cc/Secretary Rusk 

McGeorge Bundy 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
 

Office of the Assistant Secretary/Spokesman
 

For Immediate Release January 64 1992 
01/06/92 

STATEMENT BY MARGARET TUTWILER/SPOKESMAN 

Release and Joint U.S.-Russian Publication of
 
the Kennedy-Khrushchev Correspondence Related to the
 

CUban Missile Crisis
 

The Department is today declassifying and releasing the 
remaining pieces of correspondence between President 
Kennedy and Soviet General Secretary Khrushchev relating 
to the CUban Missile Crisis. The Russian Government is 
taking the same action and a similar announcement is being
made in Moscow. 

The United States and Russia have also agreed to publish
jointly all Kennedy-Khrushchev correspondence related to 
the Cuban Missile Crisis. We are discussing details of 
the joint publication, which we expect to be accomplished
this year. For the United States, the correspondence will 
be published by the United States Information Agency as a 
special issue of its publication Problems of Communism. 
This will include both English and Russian texts, plUS
scholarly commentary. 

Release by the United States and the Russian Federation of 
these letters comes at a time of dramatic change, when 
fundamentally new relations are developing between the 
United States and Russia. These documents, which involve 
critical high-level exchanges at the height of the Cold 
War which is now behind us, will be of interest to 
historians and scholars, as well as to the general
public. The Department is pleased to be able to work with 
the Russian Federation to make the complete historical 
record of this correspondence available publicly. 

The correspondence declassified and released today is: 

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President 
Kennedy dated October 30, 1962 (unofficial
translation); 
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Letter from President Kennedy to General Secretary 
Khrushchev dated November 3, 1962 (U.S. original text); 

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President 
Kennedy dated November 4, 1962 (unofficial 
translation) . 

Letterafrom General Secretary Khrushchev to President 
Kennedy dated November 12, 1962 (unofficial
translation) ; 

Oral message from President Kennedy to General 
Secretary Khrushchev dated November 12, 1962 
(unofficial English translation provided by the 
Russians); 

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President 
Kennedy dated November 14, 1962 (unofficial
translation) ; 

Letter from President Kennedy to General Secretary
Khrushchev dated November 15, 1962 (U.S. original 
text)~ 

Oral message from President Kennedy to General 
Secretary Khrushchev dated November 20, 1962 
(unofficial English translation provided by the 
Russians; 

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President 
Kennedy dated November 20, 1962 (unofficial
translation) ; 

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President 
Kennedy dated November 22, 1962 (unofficial
translation) ; 

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President 
Kennedy dated December 10, 1962 (unofficial
translation); and 

Letter from President Kennedy to General Secretary
Khrushchev dated December 14, 1962 (U.S. original
text) . 

Packages with the texts of the newly released 
correspondence, along with copies of previously released 
material, will be available in the Press Office. A list 
of all correspondence between President Kennedy and 
General Secretary Khrushchev on the CUban missile crisis 
is attached. 
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Kennedy - Khrushchev COrrespondence 

CUban Missile Crisis, October-December 1962 

Doc. t Date sender/Recipient SUJlIIIary citation of Previous "Publication 

1. 10/22/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Kennedy expresses u. s. reaction to 
CUban developnents. 

Bulletin, "Nov. 19, 1913, p. 635; 
Claflin, JFK, pp. 205-206. .... 

2. 10/23/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Khrushchev accuses u.s. of 
intervening in CUba; reaction to 
Kennedy's speedt of 10/22. 

~lletin, Nov. 19, 1913, p. 636." 

3. 10/23/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Kennedy acknowledges Khrushchev's 
10/23 letter and blames Slviets for 
Cuban crisis. 

Bulletin, NoV. 19, 1913, p. 636. 

4. 10/24/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Answers Kennedy's letter of 10/23 
and accuses Kennedy of offering the 
SOViets an Ultimatum, not a 
-quarantine.­

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1913, p. 631. 

5. 10/25/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Replies to Khrushchev's letter of 
10/24/ and reiterates u.s. belief 
that Soviets initiated the first 
challenge in the crisis. 

~l~etln, Nov. 19, 1913, p. 639. 

6. 10/26/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Acknowledges Kennedy's letter of 
10/25 and protests U.S. definition 
of offensive weapons. 

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1913, p. 640. 

1. 10/21/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Acknowledges Khrushchev's letter of 
10/26 am agrees to work out permanent 
solution to the Cuban problem. 

Bulletin, NoV. 19, 1913, p. 649; 
claflIn, JFK, pp. 209-210: Docs. 
on Disarm:;-p. 990.; Public Papers 
of JFI(" p. 813. 

8. 10/21/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Has studied Kennedy's reply to U 
ibant; proposes points of agreement 
for avoiding anned conflict. 

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1913, p. 646; 
Docs. on Di$arm., p. 991. 



9. 10/28/62 I<hrushchev to Kennedy 

10. 10/28/62 Kennedy to I<hrushchev 

Replies to Kennedy's letter of 
10/27 and assures him that order has 
been issued to dismantle offensive 
weapons. 

Answers I<hrushchev's message of 
10/28, saying it is an important 
contribution to peaoe~ 

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 650; 
Docs. on Disarm., p. 995. 

Bulletin, NOv. 19, 1973, p. 654; 
public Papers of JFK, p. 814; 
claflin, JFK, pp. 21l-2l2; Docs. 
on Disarm:;-p. 1000. -­

*1­ 10/30/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Discusses cuba, disarmament, Germany 
and Berlin. 

*2. 11/03/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Kennedy replies to Khrushchev's 
message of 10/30. 

*2a. 11/04/62 I<hrushchev to Kennedy [ReceiVed on 11/05/62] Khrushchev 
discusses a list of offensive 
weapons. 

3. 11/06/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Message concerning removal 
of IL-28 bombers fran CUba. 

Claflin, JFK, pp. 217-221­

*4. 11/12/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Message confirms withdrawal 
of missles fran Cuba. 

*5. 11/13/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev oral message on IL-28 bClnbers. 

*6. 11/14/62 I<hrushchev to Kennedy Message agrees to withdraw 
IL-28 bombers fran CUba. 

*7. 11/15/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Acknowledges SOViet agreement to 
remove IL-28 bClnbers. 

*8. 11/20/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy confirms Cuban agreement in reply 
to Kennedy's 11/15 message. 



*9. 11/20/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev 

10. 11/21/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev 

*11. 11/22/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy 

*12. 12/10/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy 

*13. 12/14/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev 

14. 12/19/62 Khrushdlev to Kennedy 

*(NEWLY DEX:LASSIFIED LID"rERS Jan. 6, 1992) 

Oral message lowering the state of 
alert on CUba. 

Replies to Khrushchev I s message of 
11/20. 

AnSWers Kennedy1s 11/21 message. 

Discusses CUba and Berlin. 

Kennedy considers Cuban crisis over. 

Khrushdlev considers Cuban crisis 
closed; discusses nuclear test ban 
and inspections, 

Published in Claflin, 
JFK, p. 222; Besdl1oss, 
Crisis Years, 561. 

Published in pirt in Claflin, JFK~ 
pp. 227-229; Besdl1oss, Crisis­
~, 57!. 

DocS. on Disarm., p. 1239. 
Amer. For. Pol.: CUrrent DOcS. 
(1962), p. 1306. 



john FitzgeraldKennedy Libr'ary---" 
Columbia Point Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

LETTERS EXCHANGED BY PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND CHAIRMAN KHRUSHCHEV
 
DURING THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS OF OCTOBER 1962 

1. 10/22/62 President Kennedy letter 

2. 10/23/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter 

3. 10/23/62 President Kennedy letter 

4. 10/24/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter 

5. 10/25/62 President Kennedy letter 

6. 10/27/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter 

7. 10/26/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter 

8. 10/27/62 President Kennedy letter 

9. 10/28/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter 

10. 10/28/62 President Kennedy letter 

11. 10/30/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter 

12. 11/03/62 President Kennedy letter 

13. 11/05/62 (received) Chairman Khrushchev letter 

14. 11/06/62 President Kennedy letter 

15. 11/12/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter 

16. _11/14/62 Chairman_Khrushchev letter 

17. 11/15/62 President Kennedy letter 

18. 11/20/62 "Chairman Khrushchev letter 

A I'rcside1lliall.ihrary Administerr!d hy the National ArelJil'es alld Records Administration 
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19. 11/21/62 President Kennedy letter 

20. 11/23/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter 

21.	 12/11/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter 
. --'..._-~ -._.- _._- --::.:.. .=--~ -..-..:.:..~ 

22. 12/14/62 President Kennedy letter 

Letters 1-10 were opened in 1973 by the Department of State and 
published in: . The Department of State Bulletin, Volume LXIX No. 
17 9 5, 11 /19 /7 3 .-_ 

--, ..~.. ,.',,~~ .. '	 "... " ..•. "~'".• ".. ·C.·-· 

Letter 14 was declassified in 1974 as the result of a mandatory 
review request. 

Letter 19 was declassified in 1979 as the result of a mandatory~ 

review request. 

Letter 22 was released in sanitized form in 1980 as the re~ult_ of 
a mandatory review request. 




