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the reality of the Prime Minister's statements and found them 
wanting. At the same time, with the world having come so close 
to nuclear catastrophe, those who opposed nuclear arms were 
more determined than ever to keep them out of Canada. 
Indeed, the catalytic effect of the crisis brought the nuclear 
'issue to a head and Diefenbaker's administration to an end. 
Some three months later, the government collapsed. 75 

The Cuba confrontation was harrowing for everyone, but 
beneath the veneer of "playing it cool" the crisis may well have 
been even more frightening to the Canadian political leader­
ship than it was to the American. Canadian fears intensified 
because Canadians found themselves at the brink without 
consent and because after the proclamation of the alert, they 
found themselves helpless to inAuence the course of events 
in which they were nonetheless inextricably involved. On 
the last evening of the crisis, Saturday, October 27, External 
Affairs Minister Green drove up to the Gatineau hills near 
Ottawa with his wife. In the middle of the night he was 
awakened by the explosion of a faulty electrical transformer. "I 
thought that was it," he later reAected. "I thought it was a 
bomb."76 

"See Jocelyn Maynard Ghent, "Did He Fall or Was He Pushed? The Kennedy 
Administration and Collapse of the Diefenbakcr Government," International History 
Review (in press). 

7·Green interview. July 9, 1974. The minister told the same story with slightly 
different wording on the television series "The Tenth Decade," Nov. 24. 1971 
(transcript provided by the CBC). Three months after the crisis. Green also told the 
House of Commons that "on Saturday night after the Cuban crisis arose I believed. and 
I have no doubt many other people did, that before morning. Ottawa might be 
demolished...." Debates (jan. 24, 1963),3068. 
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T WO DEEP, GRANITE-CUFFED, Aat-bottomed valleys, their walls 
festooned with some of the world's most spectacular waterfalls, 
dominate Yosemite National Park. One of these valleys, Yo­
semite Valley, is a great tourist attraction; the other, Hetch 
Hetchy Valley, is a municipal reservoir for the city of San

[	 Francisco. Both valleys thus serve the public in different ways, 
and in that contrast lies the central theme of an important 
debate over the original proposal to dam Hetch Hetchy which 
concerned some Americans between 1909 and 1913. For a 
small but vociferous group led by the great naturalist, John 
Muir, and some of his friends, the dam proposal was a horror. 
Muir thundered: "Dam Hetch Hetchy! As well dam for water­
tanks the people's cathedrals and churches, for no holier 
temple has ever been consecrated by the heart of man...."1 

But others saw the matter in a different light. California 
Democratic leader James D. Phelan, for example, insisted that 
the Hetch Hetchy project was absolutely essential to save the 
city from "monopoly and microb[eJs."2 

'John Muir, Let Everyone Help to Save the Famous Hetch Hetchy Valley and Stop the 
Commercial Destn.u:tion Which Threatens Our National Parks (San Francisco, 1909). 

zJames D. Phelan to J. P. Tumulty, Dec. 26. 1913, James D. Phelan Papers. Ban­
croft Library, University of California, Berkeley. 
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