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INTRODUCTION.

The volume here humbly submitted is a careful revision of the text of
a sketch sometime ago published as a serial in THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE,
of Washington, D. C. This sketch had been written almost entirely from
memory, at odd spells, during a busy lifetime, and little effort was made
to revise or ‘‘edit’ it for the serial publication. The result was much
inaccuracy of statement, ill-considered criticism and reflections upon the
conduct of co-operating troops, which, however faithfally they may have
Tepresented the feeling of the camp and battlefield that they were designed
to portray, were clearly not calculated to form part of a just and impartial -
history in the light of evidence attainable in calmer days and under peace-
fal conditions. The Author has felt a due sense of the responsibility in-
volved in the publication of a book, historical in character, no matter how
unpretentious. Hence, so far as might be, without breaking the main
thread of personal narrative, recourse has been had to official records wher-
ever it seemed necessary to verify statements or correct the natural and
unavoidable errors or lapses of memory. It.is also to be remarked that,
during the publication of the original sketch, which ran through 26 nam-
bers of THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, the vast circulation of that paper
among the veterans, and the kind interest of the comrades, brouglt out
a great deal of correspondence commenting on, criticizing, correcting and
elaborating the text of the sketch. Some of this correspondence will be
found incorporated in this volume at appropriate points. It has all been
sedulously preserved, and it is doubtful if there is or ever will be again
such a collection of the personal reminiscences of soldiers —mainly enlisted
men—as exists in the 2,000-odd letters called out by the original sketch,
embracing, as they do, recitals of individual experience in nearly every
battle of the Army of the Potomac. Almost without exception these let-
ters are from men who are now the yeomanry of our land ; men who gave
two, three or four years of their young manhood to the defense of the
Union, and who have since taken the places of honor and importance to
which their virtues and talents entitle them in their respective communi-
ties. The limits of space and scope of this work prohibit the incorporation
of more than the merest fragments of this rich and varied correspondence.
At no distant day it is probable that these letters, carefully edited and
annotated, will be given to the public in a volume.
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Personally the Author has but to say that his service was brief and
uneventful compared to that of most of his comrades. Doubtless his expe-
rience was, on the whole, much less harsh and trying than that of the
average private soldier. The pictures he draws of his company officers
and his comrades are by no means softened by the ‘‘half-tone process of
memory and long ago,”” but are literally true to the life. The paternal
care and kindness of Capt. Stewart and the brotherly affection and solici-
tude of Lieut. Mitchell are not in the slightest degree idealized or exag-
gerated ; nor is one excessive word or phrase offered in depicting the
soldierly virtnes or the personal excellences of the comrades in the ranks.
Every old soldier has at least the privilege of maintaining that his com-
manders were the bravest and most skilful, and his comrades the best and
dearest that the army afforded. The Author claims no more than that
privilege. Those of us who survive are scattered to the four corners of the
earth, never to 1neet again, but I thirk it can be said without the slightest
hazard that no man or boy who did his duty in Stewart’s Battery has any
recollection of any comrade that is unpleasant or any reminiscence of his
service that he does not love to tell. The name of the Old Battery is
blazoned high on the scroll of the Union’s battle-fame. Around her guidon
staff twine the triple laurels of 1812, the Mexican War and the Struggle
for the Union. The glories of Plattsburg, of Monterey, of Buena Vista,
of Antietam, of Gettysburg, of Spottsylvania, of Bethesda, and of Appo-
mattox Courthouse — the battle legends of a half century — cluster among
her ‘“ cross-cannons,’’ imperishable while the Old Flag waves.

Col. William F. Fox, the accepted Statistician of the Civil War, in
answer to an inquiry recently propounded to him by Comrade R. 8. Little-
field, of Empire City, Oreg., says : '

The *Cannoneer” is correct in claiming for his Battery the greatest aggre-
gate losses of any light battery in the service. * * * There is no doubt but

that more men fell at Stewart's guns than in any other battery in the Union
Armies. i

Capt. Stewart, in a letter from his home at Carthage, Ohio, says:

Realizing, as I did, the distinguished services and the already established
fame of the Battery, I often wished that it might have had a historian. When
I finished reading your concluding article I felt satisfied that Battery B had
found a historian worthy of its history.

But I also feel that you have given me too much praise personally. Among
other things, you have represented me as a man destitute of fear. Let me as-
sure you, my dear boy, that whatever may have been my apparent conduct in
action, no man ever went under fire with a keener sense of the perils and
horrors of battle than I did.

Butit was my fortune to be placed in command of men of exceptional pride
and bravery. No officer having a spark of manhood about him could have
helped doing well at the head of such men. I cannot think of them now,
whether they areliving or dead, without emotion. I assure you thatit was my
men and boys who held me up to my workin our desperate battles of Antietam,
@ettysburg, Spottsylvania, Bethesda Church, etc., and not I who held them to
theirs.
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The only occasions when fear departed from me were when some of the men
and boys whom I loved would fall before me, torn and mangled by bullets or
shot or pieces of shell, when the battle was so hot that I could not spare men
to remove them, and they would turn to me with beseeching faces for help,
which I could not give them for the time being. Then, perhaps, I would be-
come desperate, and in the fulness of my desire to avenge their sufferings I
might have appeared to be reckless. Whether any one could have done better
than I did with such men I will not pretend to say. But I will say that it must
have been a very poor officer who could not have done as well. Itwasmy men
and boys who made my Battery’s reputation. It is their glory, not mine.

-+ This expression of Capt. Stewart is valuable not only as a tribute to
the men who served under his command, but also as an index to NMis own
character. No one who ever served as an enlisted man can mistake the
meaning of such sentiments expressed by a company or battery com-
mander. Without intending to be invidious, it seems proper to remark
that service in a battery dating almost from the birth of the Union and
honorably identified with all our wars was calculated to produce an esprit .
du corps and excite sentiments of pride and motives of conduct not ordi-
narily felt by members of organizations temporary in character. This vol-
ume will be found a continuous tribute to the manly worth and soldierly
virtues of a class of men who have received scant justice in our military
history —the enlisted men of the Regular Army. Their example of steadi-
ness, discipline, devotion and fidelity can never be forgotten by any one
who served shoulder to shoulder with them as a detached volunteer. ’




CHAPTER 1.

SKETCH OF REGULAR ARTILLERY — EARLY HISTORY OF BATTERY B—
BUENA VISTA — UTAH EXPEDITION — ARRIVAL OF BATTERY B AT
‘W ASHINGTON.

'Y act of Congress approved March 16,

1802, the existing Regular artillery of
the United States was founded. This
was the act which separated the ‘‘ Corps
of Artillerists and Engineers,’’ created
by the act of March 3, 1799, into distinct
arms of service.

By act of April 12, 1808, the desig-
nation was changed to ‘‘the Regiment
of Light Artillery.”” This regiment was.
authorized to consist of nine companies,

) each having under that establishment a
Captain, two subalterns and about 35 en-
listed men. These companies, however,
were employed in garrison duty, none being equipped as light artillery.
In January, 1812, as part of the preparation for war with Great Britain,
two more regiments of light artillery were created. The service of the
artillery during that contest has not made much impress upon history,
hardly any record of the operations of batteries having been preserved,
either in the annals of the time or in official reports. The largest force:
assembled in dny engagement was the five batteries with Jackson at New
Orleans. Gen. Brown appears to have had three batteries on the Niagara
frontier, and Macomb had three at Plattsburg, besides several artillery
companies serving as infantry; but there is only casual mention of their
performance. In 1814 the three regiments were consolidated into what
was termed the * Corps of Artillery,’’ consisting of four battalions of eight.
companies each. On March 3, 1816, the President was authorized to
restore the light artillery regiment on the footing of 1808, and to retain
the four battalions of ‘‘Corps Artillery’’ for garrison duty. This organi-
zation was maintained until March 2, 1821, when the existing 1st, 2d, 3d'
and 4th regiments were organized, to consist of nine companies each,
having a strength of three officers and 32 enlisted men to the company,
besides six artificers, who were known as ‘‘ordnance mechanics,’’ and who
were the pioneers of the existing Ordnance Department, separated from
the artillery by the act of April 5, 1832.
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" "tndér’ the ‘organization of 1821 one company in each regiment was
equipped as light artillery, the others being equipped as infantry and
assigned to garrison duty. The companies equipped as light artillery
were K of the 1st—a new company — A of the 2d, C of the 3d and
B of the 4th regiment, the Captains being Worth of the 1st, Fanning
of the 2d, Jones of the 3d and Humphrey of the 4th. For 17 years
these light companies did garrison duty the same as the rest, the only
difference being that they were each equipped with batteries of four
brass six-pounders and were drilled in the light artillery manual of that
time. It is worth while to remark that these batteries were not equipped
with horses during that period. The guns had neither caissons nor limber-
chests, but were hauled by the men with drag-ropes, and carried their am-
munition in boxes mounted on the axle of the gun-carriage between the
“‘cheeks’’ of the stock and the wheels.

In 1837, on account of the Florida war, two of these batteries were
horsed and their complement increased to 71 enlisted men. They were C
of the 3d, commanded by Capt. Ringgold, and B of the 4th, Capt. Wash-
ington. But of these two only Washington’s Battery, B of the 4th, actu-
ally took part in the operations. This battery, prior to the reorganization
of 1821, had been Company C, of the Third Battalion, Corps of Artillery,
and as such had served as a rifle company in the battle of Plattsburg in
1814. The orders by which Battery B was assigned to field service in the
Florida war were as follows :

Capt. Washington’s company (B), 4th Artillery, serving as light artillery,
with its pieces, caissons, ammunition wagons and traveling forge, will move
with the column, eto. [Paragraph 12, G. O. No. 68, Jan. 27, 1838.]

The use of artillery not being practicable in the forests and swamps
of Florida, Capt. Washington’s guns were parked at a fortified camp on
Jupiter River and the men acted as provisional dragoons for some months.
At the same time Companies B and H, of the 1st Artillery, were drawn
from Savannah and old Fort St. Augustine and equipped as light infantry
«or riflemen, in which capacity they served to the end of the Seminole war.
In March, 1839, appears a paragraph in general orders complimenting
Battery B upon its ‘‘arduous and effective service in the pestilential region
forming the theater of operations,”” and ordering it North ‘‘ with a view to
Testore the health of the officers and men.’”’ The losses of the Battery dur-
ing the Florida war are stated at 19 out of about 70 present for duty; but
this was no doubt mainly, if not entirely, by disease, there being no separate
record of casualties in action so far as can be ascertained.

May 20, 1839, an order was issued, which marked an era in the his-
tory of American artillery. This was Secretary Poinsett’s order directing
the establishment of a camp of instruction at Trenton, N. J., where the
four light batteries were ordered to rendezvous ‘‘for a thorough course
of drill and instruction according to the system of tactics lately approved.”’
[Vide ‘‘Instruction for Field Artillery, Horse and Foot, 1839-40.”
Translated from the French by First Lieut. Robert Anderson.]
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At this camp a light artillery brigade was formed, under command
of Maj. Abraham Eustis. It consisted of Battery K of the 1st, Capt.
Taylor; Battery A of the 2d, Lieut. Duncan; Battery C of the 3d, Capt.
Ringgold, and Battery B of the 4th Artillery, Capt. Washington. The
armament of the Battery at this time was four brass six-pounders, and the
complement was one Captain, two subalterns, four Sergeants, eight Cor-
porals and 60 men, with 40 draft-horses and 12 saddle-horses—all the
non-commissioned officers being mounted.

Troubles on the Canadian frontier caused two of the batteries— A of
the 2d and B of the 4th — to be sent to Ogdensburg in 1842-43. In 1845
the impending difficulties with Mexico caused Ringgold’s Battery— C of
the 3d —and Washington’s—B of the 4th—together with T. W. Sherman’s
Battery — E of the 3d —to be sent to the Rio Grande, where they were in-

corporated with Gen. Taylor’s ‘‘Army of Observation.”” The armament of

the Battery was increased by adding two 12-pounder howitzers to the four
six-pounder guns, and the complement was raised to four officers and 122
enlisted men.

As the requisite number of Regular artillery recruits were not avail-
able, the three batteries were filled up by detaching men from the in-
fantry commands. Battery B had 76 men of its own, and these were
reinforced by 20 from the 3d Regular Infantry and 15 each from the 1st
and 2d Illinois volunteers, making 126, or four more than the complement.
The officers of Battery B at this time were Capt. J. M. Washington, First
Lieut. John P. O’Brien and Second Lieuts. Brent, Whiting (who died
of yellow fever in 1853) and Darius N. Couch (afterward Major-General
in the Union Army). ¢

Upon the capture of La Vega's battery of six Mexican four-pounders
at Resaca, the captured guns were divided among the three batteries of’
Taylor's Army, two of them being assigned to Battery B, thus making
it an eight-gun Battery, consisting of four six-pounders, two 12-pounder
howitzers and two captured Mexican four-pounders. To man these new
pieces an additional detail of 14 men was made from the 3d Infantry,
which brought the strength of the Battery up to 140 enlisted men, in the
camp at Mier immediately before starting for Monterey.

The Hon. William R. Morrison, Member of Congress from Illinois,
who was then & private soldier in Col. Bissell’s 2d Illinois volunteers,
has informed the author that Washington's Battery (B of the 4th) was.
considered at that time a corps d’elite, and that when the call was made
on their regiment for volunteers to join it the only difficulty was in
selecting the 15 or 20 required out of the 200 or more who were anxious
to go. The quality of these ‘‘detached volunteers’’ frém the 2d Illinois
may be imagined from the fact that two of them — William Queen and
Patrick O’Harnett — became Sergeants in less than two months after join-
ing the Battery.

No event of importance in the history @f the Battery occurred during
the march from Mier to Monterey. During the operations which ended

ad
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in the capitulation of Monterey Battery B took a prominent part, and
O’Brien’s section (two six-pounders) is credited with silencing and driving
-off & Mexican battery of four four-pounders on the Saltillo Road.

Advancing to Saltillo, Battery B was thrown out toward Buena Vista
with the advance of the army, and on the 22d of February, 1847, Gen.
‘Wool posted Capt. Washington’s guns to command the road leading from
‘San Luis Potosi, from which direction Gen. S8anta Anna was approaching
in heavy force. During that afternoon the Battery drove off several detach-
‘ments of Mexican lancers who menaced its position. )

Early in the morning of Feb. 23, 1847, Gen. Taylor in person directed
‘Capt. Washington to detach his left half-battery, under Lieut. John P.
‘O’Brien, with orders to report two guns to Col. Bowles, 2d Indiana, and
two to Col. Bissell, 2d Illinois volunteers. Lieut. O’Brien proceeded with
-one six-pounder gun, one 12-pounder howitzer and the two captured
Mexican four-pounders to the front, but upon the suggestion of Col. Bissell
‘went into battery with three guns on the flank of the 2d Indiana, leaving
-only one gun (one of the Mexican four-pounders) with the 2d Illinois.
'The Mexicans soon attacked the position of the 2d Indiana from the
cover of a deep ravine, and a desperate encounter ensued, in which the
Hoosiers, asgailed front and flank, were forced to retire. O’Brien worked
his guns until the enemy was within 30 feet of his muzzles, and then
retired his six-pounder and his 12-pound howitzer by prolonge, abandon-
ing the four-pounder to the enemy, every Cannoneer, Driver and horse
-attached to it being either killed or disabled.

Arriving at the position of the 2d Illinois O’Brien halted, unfixed
prolonge, and made another desperate effort to stop the Mexican advance.
Gen. Wool says in his report that O’Brien, after having two horses killed
under him, and being painfully wounded in the knee, took charge of his
howitzer in person and continued to fire canister until the Mexicans
‘had actually killed his ‘‘No. 1’’ and captured his ‘“No. 2’ at the
muzzle of the piece. He then abandoned both guns— the six-pounder and
the howitzer—and made good his retreat, with his few remaining men,
under cover of the fire of the 2d Illinois. Col. William R. Morrison,
already quoted, says that, though serving in two wars—the Mexican
war and the Rebellion — he has never seen officers and men stand by their
guns like O’Brien and his men stood by Battery B at Buena Vista.

At this moment O’Brien succeeded in getting a horse, mounted on
which he returned to Capt. Washington, who had three six-pounders
and the remaining 12-pound howitzer still in reserve, and at his request
the Captain gave him a section composed of two six-pounders, with
which the indomilable O’Brien returned to the front at a gallop. Ar-
riving at the line of battle he found the 2d Illinois, reinforced by
the remnant of the 2d Indiana, and the 2d Kentucky, which had
just come up under Col. McKee, engaged in an almost hand-to-hand
conflict with the Mexicans, ®ho, largely reinforced, had now changed
their attack from the left flank to the right, and who had also got
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three guns in position to enfilade the front of Bissell and McKee.

“Give it to their artillery, Mr. O'Brien,”” said Bissell, ‘‘and we
will take care of their infantry.’”’

O’Brien with his two 6-pounders now advanced as close to the Mexi-
can guns as the conformation of the ground would permit, sapported by
two companies of the 2d Kentucky, and opened on the Mexican battery
with canister and round shot. He silenced them in about 10 minutes.
Meantime the enemy on our left flank had been working around until
they came in range of Capt. Washington’s reserve guns, posted in the
main road, and he opened on them, cansing them to break and take shelter
in adjacent ravines in great confusion. During these operations Capt.
Bragg had come into close action in our center with Battery C of the 3d,
unlimbering within 50 yards of their leading infantry, and, ‘‘spreading his
guns,” (that is, firing to the right with his right section and to the left
with his left, so as to enfilade their line,) gave them such a torrent of can-
ister that they broke and fled at the third round.

It was at this moment that the famous, though apocryphal, incident
of ‘“‘a little more grape, Capt. Bragg!”’ is alleged to have occurred. The
author of that celebrated ‘‘Whig campaign story’’ could not have been
much of an artilleryman, or he would have known that there was no such
thing as ‘“‘grape’” in light artillery. The actual fact, as related to the
author by Gen. Pleasonton, who, as a Lieutenant of dragoons, was then
serving as a temporary Aid to Gen. Taylor, is as follows:

‘“Gen. Taylor, accompanied by his Chief of Staff, Col. Bliss, and two
or three Aids, rode up to Bragg's battery just as it was opening. Observing
the effect of the first round, he inquired :

¢ “What are you firing, Captain?’

¢¢¢ Canister, sir.’

‘¢ Double or single ?’

¢¢¢Single, sir.’

¢ ‘Then double it, and give ’em h—1!"7

It is not necessary to describe the total rout of the Mexican army or
the subsequent operations of that part of the United States forces com-
manded by Gen. Taylor, because this is not only not a history of the
Mexican war, but the object of the present chapter is merely to show that
Battery B was no ‘‘raw hand at the business’’ when it joined the Army
of the Potomac in October 1861.

The losses of Battery B at Buena Vista (all from the left half-battery

under Lieut. O’Brien) were as follows :
KILLED.

Privates— Privates—

James Holley, 4th Artillery. Michael Doughty, 4th Artillery.

Horace Weekley, 4th Artillery. William Green, 8d Infantry.
Kinckes, 4th Artillery.

SEVERELY WOUNDED.

Lieutenant—John P. O'Brien. Sergeant—William Queen, 2d Illinois,
Sergeant—Andrew Pratt, 4th Artillery. Corporal—O'Harnett, 2d Illinois.
Private—Floyd, 1st Illinofs. Private—Baker, 2d Illinois.

ad
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Privates—Hannans, 4th Artillery. Privates—Clarke, 3d Infantry.

Thurman, 2d Illinois. Butler, 4th Artillery.
Pfeiffer, 4th Artillery. Burch, 4th Artillery.
Beagle, 4th Artillery. Brown, 4th Artillery.

Berrier, 4th Artillery.
SLPMGHTLY WOUNDED.
Eleven men —names not given in the casualty report.

RECAPITULATION,
801 7=, [ S S R 5
DIEd Of WOUDAE:su o0 05vins s svemsonvswsiies sasassasss savvass sopsiwes 4
Beverely wounded........cooviieiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 11
SHgbtly Worhded: s civevasis i soassunvivanesie shusvass s sz 11

Battery B was not engaged seriously during the Mexican war after
Buena Vista. Upon the evacuation of Monterey it retired to Ringgold
Barracks, where it remained for some years, until ordered to New Orleans,
en route to Fort Leavenworth, in 1855 or 1856.

Nothing of importance in its history occurred @uring this period,
except the enlistment of Private James Stewart in its ranks in the year
1851 — an event destined to be immortally linked with its fame in a greater
war and on more important fields.

The exigencies of the Mexican war had caused several other batteries
to be horsed and equipped as light artillery, but they were all reduced

" after the peace except three, of which Battery B was one—even Bragg’s

(Ringgold’s) Battery C of the 3d being dismounted at Santa Fé in 1849.

The history of the Battery from this time until its arrival in the Army
of the Potomac from Utah, October, 1861, is told by Capt. Stewart in a
charming little memoir, recently prepa.md by him at the reqnest of the
anthor, and published as an appendix to this volume.
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CHAPTER II.

REORGANIZATION — THE DETACHED VOLUNTEERS — THE ‘‘ALL QUIET”’
‘WINTER — SECOND BULL RUN —SOUTH MOUNTAIN — ANTIETAM —
THE BLOODY CORNFIELD — GALLANTRY OF GEN. GIBBON — TER-
RIFIC SLAUGHTER IN THE BATTERY — INFANTRY AND ARTILLERY
AT 30 PACES— CAPT. CAMPBELL WOUNDED — STEWART TAKES
COMMAND — PROPORTION OF KILLED TO WOUNDED— MCCLEL-
LAN’S WASTED OPPORTUNITY — REFLECTIONS UPON ANTIETAM.

HE Battery upon arriving at Washing-
ton was armed with six 12-pounder
l Napoleon guns, or ‘‘light twelves,” as
they were officially called, and ordered
to be placed on the ‘‘full war footing’’
—that is to say, six guns, 12 caissons,
battery wagon, forge, etc., with six
horses each for the guns, caissons and
h forge, and eight for the battery wagon,
12 spare horses and 16 saddle-horses for
gthe Sergeants, Artificers, Buglers and the
4

/)

\

~

Guidon. The personnel authorized was

four commissioned officers, two Staff

Sergeants (Orderly and Quartermaster),

gix line Sergeants (Chiefs of Piece), 12

\) Corporals (six Gunners and six Chiefs of

Caisson), five Artificers, two Buglers,
one Guidon, and 120 Cannoneers and Drivers— 152 in all.

At this time, which was in the month of October, 1861, the Battery
had in its ranks not more than 59 enlisted men, all Regulars. A few
Regular recruits were sent on from Carlisle Barracks and other rendez-
vous of the Regular Army, but net near enough to make up for the losses
by expiration of terms of service.

The following is the roster of the ‘‘Old Regulars’’ who constituted
the Battery in 1861 when it first joined the Army of the Potomac and be-
fore any detached volunteers had been assigned to it:

Captain—John Gibbon. . S8ergeants—Henry Workman,

Lieutenants—John Hunt, Chris. Maisak,
Edmund Bainbridge, Robert Moore.
Joseph B. Campbell. Corporals—John Mitchell,

Orderly S8ergeant—James Stewart. Andrew McBride,

S8ergeant—Charles A, Santmyer, William West,
2



18 THE CANNONEER.

Corporals—John M. Benjamin, Privates—James Maher,
Jonathan Harding, William Maffitt,
John C. Conners, Barney McQuade,
Samuel Ball, Frank Rudge,
Henry Moore. Horace DeLacey,
Buglers—John Cook, ‘William S8chroeder,
‘William Castor. Charles A. Scott,
Privates—Andrew Ames, John Sheehan,
John B. Lackey, Henry Lyons,
James Knowles, William Kelley,
Moses Armstrong, Philip Smith,
Patrick Hogan, Joseph Herzog,
Michael Gallagher, William Greene,
William Hayes, William C. Gardiner,
Dennis Driscoll, Michael Donovan,
Andre Benzinger, George Steigner,
John Bingham, Richard Tea,
Ed. Bogey, Adam Trodon,
Hugh Boyd, William Trotter,
John F. Bradley, Julius Turk,
Joseph Brownlee, Henry Vogle,
John Brown, John Willsee,
John 8. Carter, John Woodward.
James Cahill, Artificers—John A. Goeb,
Fred. A. Chapin, Pat McCabe,
‘William L. Crawford, Ed. Sullivan.

These were always designated in the parlance of the Battery as ‘ The
Old Regulars,” a title which they made a synonym of honor and glory in
the great events which they were 80 soon destined to share. The ‘‘Old

Regulars”’ of Battery B were men
of extraordinarily high character
—far above the average of enlisted
men in the Regular Army. Many
of them attained distinction in the
operations which ensued.

Every Regular battery was
short of its complement, by rea-
son of the fact that recruiting for
the Regular Army had nearly

ceased in consequence of the 7

popularity of the volunteer serv-

ice, and it became necessary to

fill up the Regular batteries by
detaching men from the volunteer
regiments. Accordingly orders
were issued by Gen. McClellan

ORD. SERG'T SANTMYER.
(A Sample “0Old Regular.”)

authorizing the recruitment of the Regular batteries from the volun-
teer regiments of the commands to which they were attached. Battery B
was at that time attached to what was sometime later known as King’s
Division of McDowell’s Corps. This was when the batteries were assigned
to divisions, and the artillery of King’s Division was composed of Edgell’s
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1st New Hampshire Battery ; Battery D, 1st Rhode Island; Reynolds’s
Battery L, 1st New York, and Battery B, 4th Regulars, then commanded
by First Lieut. Joseph B. Campbell, who was also Acting Chief of Artil-
lery of the division. John Gibbon was Captain of the Battery on the Regu-
lar Army list, but he had been made Brigadier-General of volunteers, and
was then commanding the Fourth Brigade of King’s Division. This bri-
gade, afterward known to fame as the ‘‘Iron Brigade,’’ consisted of the
2d, 6th and 7th Wisconsin Regiments and the 19th Indiana.

The Third Brigade of the division was composed of New York troops,
the regiments being the 20th, 21st, 23d and 35th, and was then commanded
by Gen. Marsena R. Patrick, afterward Provost-Marshal General of the
Army of the Potomac.

The result of McClellan’s order of November, 1861, was to ‘‘detach”

men from these commands as follows :
[These men were not all detached at one time, but at various periods from
October, 1861, to June, 1862.]

From the 23d New York:
John Austin, Chris. Brennan, Henry Brown,
Asa Carman, Stephen Chilton, Timothy Dean,
Albert Easton, Henry Garr, Jesse Garr,
Charles Hathaway, Charles Harris, William Hogarty,
George Johnson, Dewitt C. Johnson, Andrew Kelley,
George Lacey, Samuel McManus, Edward O’Brien,
Orlando Patrick, George C. Smith, Ira Slawson,
Azel Buckley, William Mason, Fred. Osborne.
Lewis Putnam, Joseph Randall,

From the 35th New York :
James Arnold, Charles Allen, Frank Call,
James Cobb, Patrick Comafort, James Clark,
James Kline, Robert Dewar, Frank W. Dexter,
Henry Dildin, Nathan Forbes, Dave Fredenburg,
James Gordon, John Kelley, George Lawton,
Frank Muldoon, William J. Moore, Robert McAlone, .
John McDonald, Frank McDonald, Joseph Morgan,
Henry Plumb, Thomas Shaw, George Van Anden,
Edward Wheeler, Lewis Tooley, Eben Taylor,

. Elon Waters.
From the 19th Indiana :
John Anderson, ‘William Balch, Fleming Smith,
Peter Casper, ‘William J. Codey, George Crannells,
William Dickinson, Joseph Gould, John O’Neill,
Joseph Grim, James Jenkins, John W, Jones,
John W. Knight, John C. Kennedy, Philip Wingate,
Martin Phillips, La Fayette Pursley, Claus Young,
Arthur Stedman, Isaac Sowerwin, James Wine,
William Zimmerman.

From the 2d Wisconsin : .
John Compton, Preston Johnson, Nathaniel Malson,
Charles Jenks, Thomas M. Clarke, Henry Burkhardt,
William Bartholomew, George Griffin, John Johnson,
Edgar A. Thorpe, Henry B. Foster, John McDermott,

Elbridge G. Packard.
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From the 6th Wisconsin :
Henry Childs, Isaac Fort, Henry G. McDougall,
John G. Hodgedon, Edgar B. Armstrong Alonzo Priest,
James 8. Armstrong, Henry M. Colby, - Seymour W, Colby,
Henry Cardey, Miner Whemple, ‘William L. Johnson,
John B. 8anborn, John H. Fillmore, William Gardner.

From the 7th Wisconsip :
Eben B. Dunlap, Philip Frazier, Andrew J. Brunt,
John L. Jones, Edwin Mackey, Maitland J. Freeman,
Albert Hunt, Lawrence Dowling, Lucius Marshall,
Andrew Bishop, Benjamin F. Branham, James Thorpe,

- Benjamin H. Stillman,

This roll embraces all the volunteers detached into the Battery from
October, 1861, to June, 1862. Others from the same regiments came in at
later periods and will be mentioned in their turn. Some of those in the
above roll did not remain with the Battery. The total number was 117
men, of whom about 100 served in the Battery until their terms of enlist-
ment expired, or they fell, killed or disabled, in battle.

These detached volunteers, with the remaining ¢‘Old Regulars,”
brought the strength of the Battery up to the authorized complement ;
but it never had the full strength present for duty after the Winter of
1861-62.

Great and radical changes have been made in the material of light
artillery since 1861. The 12-pounder Napoleon gun and its coadjutors, the
10-pounder Parrott and the three-inch Rodman rifles, have made a place in
history which seems to entitle them to at least a cursory description. The
12-pounder Napoleon was of bronze, smooth-bore, and muzzle-loading, as
was all the artillery of that day, except one or two experimental guns by
Armstrong and Krupp in Europe. It was officially known as the ‘‘light
twelve,’’ to distinguish it from the old regulation 12-poumder, which was
longer and heavier, though of the same caliber. Its principal dimensions
were as follows :

Length over all...qviaamsvesinisvesses vsweien sesees 6 feet.

Length of bore ............ 5 feet 3¢ inches.
Diameter at breech.........cociviiiiiineniiininees 11 inches.
Diameter at muzzle 8} inches.
Diameter 0f DOre...cc.cveviriiiieererocervecnosnnns 44 inches.
Weight of gun..coiiiricinicincisnisenennniiciennes 1,220 pounds.

The round, solid shot for this gun weighed 12 pounds. The common
shell, with bursting charge (8-ounce) and fuse, weighed nine and one-half
pounds. The shrapnel or spherical case, which was a thin shell filled with
musket balls and a bursting charge, weighed with its ‘‘sabot,’’ 12} pounds.
The canister, which was a tin can of the size of the bore and six inches
long, filled with cast-iron shot about an inch in dimeter, weighed 14 pounds.
The “‘sabot’’ was a piece of wood turned to fit the bore, and was placed
between the powder and the projectile, instead of the * wads’’ formerly
used. It was used only in gmooth-bore guns firing spherical projectiles.
The rifled guns, which fired conical projectiles, did not use the ‘‘sabot.”
By regulation the powder charges for shot, shell and case were two and
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WY TN, YRS P
CHARLEY HARRIS, CHARLEY JENKS, BILLY CASTOR, JOEN CONNORS, JIM ARMSTRONG, JAOCK KENNEDY.

[This picture is engraved from a tintype taken in the field in July, 1862,
when the Battery was in front of Fredericksburg, and kindly furnished by
Comrade Charley Harris, who preserved a copy of it. The gun—‘Old Bet-
sey™ —was of the original (1857) pattern of the 12-pounder Napoleon. The
later patterns were cast smooth — that is to say, without the ‘‘handles™ on’
top. “Old Betsey " was unlimbered for action at Appomattox, but did not
open fire.]
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one-half pounds, and for canister two pounds. The fuse at that time used
for round shell and case shot was a metal disk one and one-half inches in
diameter. Its outer surface was of lead or an alloy of lead soft enough
to cut easily. Underneath this metal surface was a ring of ‘‘ meal-pow-
der’’ or igniting composition. The exterior of the metal disk was marked
like the dial of a clock —three-quarters, one, one and one-quarter, one and
one-half, one and three-quarters, two, and so on up to five. Thesc figures
indicated in seconds and fractions thereof the time at which the shell
would explode after leaving the muzzle, if the soft metal was cut out
immediately over the desired figure on the dial, so as to expose the com-
position at that point to the flames of the powder-charge.
The *‘ranges”’ of the light 12-pounder were as follows for case shot:

At point blank.:......o00euees 300 yards ...Fuse, 1 second.
At 1 degree elevation........ 560 ** e o130
At 1fdegrees *  ........ 700 **  cieivecnnsnaiee o2 ¢
At 2 degrees 8 ehenaes 800 **  ciiiecenenenens “w g &
At 3 degrees B eiemes 1,000 **  ceeieiiiecnenns L T
At 4 degrees L — L2000 % ceeeiicicniieen LU T

The ranges for common shell were a trifle greater for each elevation
than those for case shot (because the common shell was lighter), and in
timing shell fuses more accuracy was usually observed than with case shot,
because in shell practice it was generally desirable to burst the shell at or
close to the actual target; whereas, with case, it was sufficient to burst it
almost anywhere in the neighborhood of the enemy. The carriage of the
light 12-pounder complete weighed 2,600 pounds, which, with the gun,
made a total weight of 3,800 pounds, or nearly two tons. This was a
pretty solid load to be dragged, as it often was, by six powerful horses
right over ditches, plowed fields, stone walls, or slashings full of stumps
and logs.

The pattern of caisson remains now substantially as it was then, so
no detailed description of it is necessary. The equipment of the rifle
batteries was in general the same as that of the 12-pounders, except in the
matter of ammunition. The 10-pounder Parrott was scant three inches in
caliber, and was made of cast iron, with a wrought-iron band shrunk on
over the breech. The three-inch Rodman was of wrought iron, forged
solid, and then bored and rifled. Both these types of guns used conical
projectiles, weighing, for solid shot, 10 pounds ; common shell, about eight
pounds, and shrapnel, about 104 pounds. They also had a special canister
made for them. The three-inch wrought-iron rifle was generally consid-
ered superior to the 10-pounder Parrott, in consequence of the liability of
the latter to blow up or break off between the fore-end of the reinforce and
the trunions. But so long as the Parrott gun held together it was as good
as any muzzle-loading rifle.

The Parrott ammunition could be used in the three-inch gun if neces-
sary, but the three-inch projectiles could not be used in the 10-pounder
Parrotts, because the latter were one-tenth of an inch smaller caliber.

The first real organization of the artillery of the Army of the Potomac
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occurred during the Winter of 1861-62, shortly after the completion of
McClellan’s first plan of divisional organization for the infantry. At this
time three or four batteries were assigned to each infantry division, one of
the batteries being in most cases Regular, and the senior officer of the
Regular battery was made Acting Chief of Artillery for the division. In
this manner the Regular artillery became, so to speak, the nucleus of
organization, pattern and instruction for the volunteer artillery — a wise
measure, the practical results of which soon became apparent.

At this stage of the conflict several Captains of Regular artillery
were made Brigadier-Generals of volunteers, Gibbon, Griffin, Ricketts
and Ayres were prominent among these. At the same time many Lieu-
tenants were detached for the numerous staff duties incident to the co-
lossal scheme in progress, which was the organization of a hundred
thousand raw volunteers into what was destined to be the greatest, most
famous and most successful army known to history. As the comple-
ment of officers allowed on the roster of a battery was fixed by law,
the result of this indiscriminate detaching of line officers of Regular
artillery greatly reduced the force of officers serving with the guns.
To such an extent did this practice obtain that, at any time after Jan-
uary, 1862, hardly any Captain of Regular artillery would be found
commanding his battery; there were seldom more than two officers present
with the guns, and these frequently two Second Lieutenants, the senior of
whom would be in command. There were also instances where a battery
was commanded for considerable periods of time by its junior Second
Lieutenant alone.

Besides, many of the best equipped and most meritorious Sergeants
of the old Regular batteries were commissioned as officers in either the
Regular or the volunteer artillery, and in most cases these men did great
honor to themselves and to the school in which they had been trained.

As a rule, the volunteer batteries during the initial period of the
civil war were better off as to personnel than the Regulars. The volun-
teer batteries always had their full complement of officers. The same was
true of the 5th Regulars, which had been raised in May, 1861, and hence
~ did not differ from the volunteers except in name. But the old 1st, 2d,
3d and 4th Artillery, entwined as their guidons were with laurels from all
the early battles of the Republic, not only had to furnish instructors for
their new comrades, but had also contributed liberally to the resources of
the foe by the defection of their Southern-raised officers. It happened
that the 3d and 4th Artillery had been favorite regiments with Southern-
born officers in the old army, and between them they furnished the Con-
federacy with some of the best commanders they had. In short, the old
Regular artillery in 1861 found itself a divided camp, contributing
almost impartially to the artillery organizations of two hostile armies, des-
tined to wage the greatest war known to human annals.

After Capt. Gibbon had left the Battery to take up his duties as a
General Officer of volunteers, leaving his First Lieutenant, Joseph B.
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Campbell, in command, the most important event, as it proved, in the
history of the Battery occurred. This was the promotion of James Stewart,
then Orderly-Sergeant, to be its Second Lieutenant. . This gentleman was
a native of Scotland, but had served in the ranks of the Battery for 10
Yyears prior to the war in every capacity from private to Orderly Sergeant.
He was a handsome man, of fine, soldierly presence, rather grave and
taciturn in manner, and had a fair education, though not what would
be called & man of culture. But he had that rare faculty of enforcing
rigid discipline without severity, and of exerting the most absolute com-
mand without harshness or arrogance. Punctilious in every duty of his
own toward his men, he simply asked them to do as well by him. To
their wants or complaints he was ever ready to listen patiently and
kindly, and in any case requiring decision he was absolutely just and
impartial. The result was, having an exceptionally spirited and self-
respecting lot of young men to deal with, he soon brought them to regard
him as their personal friend as well as commander—a feeling that
‘‘told”” with terrific power when they had to share a danger or a glory
with him.

This was splendid raw material, but it had to be handled ‘‘right
side up with care,” for these young farmers and lumbermen from Wis-
consin, Indiana and New York were ‘“quick on the trigger,’’ and would
not take any nonsense from anybody, with or without shoulder-straps.

Stewart was at this time about 33 years of age. In person
he was five feet eight or eight and a half inches high, though his erect
carriage and the poise of his head made him look an inch taller than
he really was. His shoulders were broad and square, and his chest
measure was probably not less than 41 or 42 inches. His hair was a deep
auburn-brown, and he always kept it trimmed rather short, after the
‘‘old Regular’ fashion. His forehead was ample, broad and square, the
frontal or eyebrow bones projecting or swelling a little. His nose was
short, but straight and full, with a tendency to dilate the nostrils, par-
ticularly in action.. His eyebrows were square-cut, and his eyes were
dark-blue and very large. Ordinarily their expression was kindly and
often quizzical, betraying the droll humor of his nature; but in battle
they became lighter in hue and had a hard, set expression which be-
tokened his fierce courage and invincible resolution. His mouth was
pretty much concealed by u heavy, crisp mustache, which dropped down
below his chin at the ends. His voice was deep-toned and strong, and
on drill or in battle he could make it ring above the clamor and crash;
but in ordinary intercourse he always spoke low and soft. He had just
a trace of the Scotch-Irish accent, though hardly enough to call a
‘‘brogue.’’

In character Stewart was simply a perfect soldier. As an qfficer in
the Regular Army he was associated to a great extent with gmzxm;tes of
‘West Point, who, of course, were much better educated and more polished
in manner than he was, but he yielded to none of them in the attributes
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of the true gentleman. He was one of Nature’s noblemen. His qualities
of head and heart were those which neither education can supply nor the
lack of education obscure. I have always had a theory that courage is the
first and greatest attribute of a gentleman, and that no man as brave as
Stewart could possibly be mean or cruel.

His long service in the ranks had imbued him with an instinct of
subordination and habits of deference, which put him at a sort of disad-
vantage when brought in social contact with superior officers, particularly
if they were West Pointers. As to habits, he was fond of ‘‘creature com-
forts,’”” and sometimes indulged in them quite as much as was good for
him. But he always realized when it was ‘‘time to quit,’’ and whatever
happened during convivial nights at headquarters, or in Washington, he
was always on hand in the morning where duty called him. In personal
affairs he was high spirited and quick tempered, as several pugnacious
officers found out to their cost one time or another in camp festivities. In
the administration of his Battery he was quick to discriminate between
the occasional weaknesses of a good, true soldier and the habitual faults of
a ‘‘deadbeat.” He would forgive or ignore many trifling offenses on the
part of a man who had shown distinguished courage in action or attention
to duty in camp, but a man who shirked in camp or skulked in battle need
expect no mercy from him. As it happened, the quality of his men was
such that while he had frequent cases of the former sort to deal with, he
had few or nearly none of the latter, though in the few that he did have
his treatment of them was exemplary. One of his strong points was that
good conduct on the part of an enlisted man never escaped his attention,
and he mentioned a greater number of his men in battle reports for distin-
guished conduct in action than any other battery commander in the army.
Another strong point was his indefatigable attention to the physical wants
of his men. If supplies were to be had at any hazard Stewart’s Battery
always had them. He would stay up all night huntmg for a Commissary
or Quartermaster’s train to insure his men and horses a breakfast in the
morning. In a case of necessity on such occasions wo to the Wagonmaster
or Commissary of Subsistence who stood in his way! With his superior
officers — corps or division commanders, such as Gibbon, Reynolds, New-
ton, Warren or Griffin, as the case might be—he was always a prime
favorite, and could always get from them anything he wanted, because
they knew they could invariably depend on him implicitly whenever they
wanted him for any duty, no matter how dangerous or desperate.

The detached volunteers of 1861 were all young men, fresh from the
farms, sawmills and workshops of New York, Wisconsin and Indiana, who
had been, accustomed to hard work for an honest livelihood, respected
themselves, valued their reputations, had honorable ambitions, were keenly
solicitous about ‘‘what the folks at home will say about us,”” and were
ready to fight anything on earth at any time or in any shape!

Now, it would have been easy for an officer of tyrannical or overbear-
ing temperament to have stirred the deadly resentment of these fearless,
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independent young fellows, most of whom would not brook an affront
from a man with shoulder-straps any more than from a man without, and
who would all ‘‘fight at the drop of a hat”’ if imposed upon. Fortunately,
Stewart was just the man to deal with such customers. His first appeal
was always to a man’s self-respect and sense of duty. If that failed he
would sometimes send the offender back to his volunteer regiment with
the statement that he ‘‘was not made of the right stuff”’ tingling in his
ears. On other occasions he would
endeavor to arouse the dormant
ambition of the man by calling his
attention to the success or advance-
ment of some other fellow. Down-
right punishment he alwuys avoided
to the last extremity, and when he
did inflict it, methods were wused
calculated to make the culprit
ridiculous without serious physical
suffering ; and above all, he avoided
those savage devices so much in
vogue with many ‘company officers,
such as ‘‘bucking and gagging,”
stringing up by the thumbs, tying
to the fifth wheel, etc., which usnally
failed of their intended exemplary
effect by exciting the sympathy of
the other men. In his personal in-
tercourse with the men he was more
free than Regular officers usually
are, but no man in the Battery, from
Orderly Sergeant down, ever ventured
on the least undue familiarity with
him.
It is notorious that the volun-
teers of 1861 and 1862 were enor-
CORP’L ALONZO PRIEST. mously superior, as a class, to those
(A sample Wisconsin volunteer.)  of any later period, and the regiments
of Gibbon’s and Patrick’s Brigades were extraordinarily fine soldiers, even
for that period. As Gen. Gibbon, assisted by Capt. Campbell and Lieut.
Stewart, picked their men at the rate of two, three or four from each com-
pany, and made a personal selection in each case, it will be seen at once
that the Battery became a corps d’elite of the most pronounced character. It
maintained this character to the end.
Capt. Stewart, in a letter to the author, referring to the quality of the
men under his command in Battery B, says :

Just after the war, in 1868, I met an English officer with whom I had a
conversation relative to the characteristics and merits of the English and
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American armies. He was familiar with our army an& admitted its effective-
ness, but said he was astonished at the apparently lax discipline in the fleld
during the war. I told him that in an army of volunteers, such as ours was,
there was no necessity for the rigid discipline common in European armies;
that a great many of our private soldiers (some of whom were in my Battery)
were young men of collegiate or academic education — well connected, high-
spirited young fellows, and the peers of officers of the British army or any-
other in the world, so far as education and social position were concerned.
Such men disciplined themselves, set examples for their comrades, and also,
when called on for dangerous or even desperate duty, were always actuated
by pride and self-esteem to accomplish it in a satisfactory manner, at whatever-
cost. Such men cannot be treated like machines, as European soldiers are, and
it was not necessary to hold over them the fear of punishment. On the con-
trary, the hope of honorable mention of their names in battle reports spurred
them to incredible daring. They enlisted in the ranks from patriotic motives,
to ““save the Union,” and not for pay. They were the grandest types of’
manhood. Of course, in commanding such men, the same as others, an officer
had to maintain certain forms of intercourse necessary in military etiquet;
but, aside from such forms, I always considered these men as my comrades in
every sense of the word, and they always appreciated and accepted the situ-
ation.

The sentiments expressed by the Captain in his conversation with
the British officer exactly indicate his feeling toward his men and his
method of dealing with them. The author hopes this letter will dispel
a common impression that service in the Regular artillery was marked
by cruel discipline and disagreeable relations between officers and men.
There may have been such instances, but they were exceptions.

The Winter, of 1861-62 was passed in camp near Alexandria without
special incident, the traditional ‘‘all quiet on the Potomac’’ being varied
only by incessant drills, target practice, inspections and reviews, in which
the Army of the Potomac served its severe and thorough apprenticeship to
the trade of war. Only those who participated can appreciate the toils-
and privations involved in that first Winter of drill, discipline and train-
ing, laying deep and broad the foundations of that martial character and
warlike quality which in after years made the Army of the Potomac what
it was—an army that could fight more desperately, endure defeat more
philosophically, enjoy victory more calmly and close up around Appo-
mattox Courthouse more chivalrously than any other army that ever:
existed on the face of the earth!

The camp of a light battery is much more picturesque and imposing:
than that of a company of cavalry or infantry. There were two different.
plans of encampment in vogue at the time of the civil war, each of which
had certain advantages, according to the lay of the ground. One was
known as the ‘‘half-battery’’ plan of camp; the other as the ‘‘section’’
plan. As a rule, the men preferred the section plan, as it preserved the
individuality of the section, and brought the horses all on one picket line,
which, in Winter quarters, required the building of only one stable;
whereas the half-battery plan separated the horses into two lines, and in
Winter necessitated the building of two stables. The diagrams on next:
page will show roughly the different plans of battery encampment.

.
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. Officers’ cook-tent.
. Captain’s tent.
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Men’s cook-tents.

Men'’s tents.

Horses.

. Harness-poles.

. Battery wagon, forge, etc.
. Caissons.

Guns.

'10. Guard tents.

be in a regimental organi-
zation, and the men of each
-gection liked to be as inde-
pendent of the others as pos-
:gible in all affairs pertaining
‘to the ‘‘domestic life’’ of
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camp.

There was still another
plan, not laid down in the
regulations, but sometimes
resorted to in the field, par-
ticularly by four-gun bat-
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These plans were some-
times slightly varied, either
as to space or arrangement,
but the above diagrams indi-
cate the general outlines of
all batfery camps. Some-
times the cooking would be
done for the whole battery at
one fire. At other times each
half-battery had a cook. In
‘Winter quarters the cooking
would be done frequently by
section, which arrangement
the men generally preferred;
in fact, you would always
find, particularly in an old
battery manned by veterans
who had seen a good deal of
service, that the individuality
of the different sections was
quite as pronounced as that
of separate companies would

HALF-BATTERY PLAN.

N’

Lieutenants’ tents. ) _ﬁ ‘03

»

]
i
tnt

-
i
]

l
"

fnegneininnnnmm s

[

L%




THE FIRST CAMPAIGN. 29

teries. It was similar to the camp of a company of cavalry, with the
tents all in one line, facing the stables, a broad street between them, and
the guns and caissons parked in line, each caisson resting on the left of its
gun and the battery wagon and forge at the foot of the company street.
During the first campaign of 1862 the Battery remained with King’s
Division, of McDowell’s Corps, in Northern Virginia, and took no part in
the operations on the Peninsula. The first shot fired by the Battery in
- the civil war was on the occasion of"
Gen. McDowell’s occupation of Fred-
ericksburg in May, 1862, when sev-
eral batteries were posted to fire across
the river to cover the preliminary
operations of the infantry.
From this time until the beginning
of Pope’s disastrous campaign of the
Second Bull Run no event of interest
bhappened in the history of the Bat-
tery, except the muster out of most of
the remaining “Old Regulars”’ who
had enlisted at Fort Leavenworth in
June and July, 1857, when the Bat-
tery was preparing for the Utah ex-
pedition, and whose five-year terms
expired at this time. The most
prominent of these was Charles A.
Santmyer, then Orderly Sergeant of
the Battery, who took his discharge
to accept a commission in the volun-
teers, in which service he won con-
. siderable distinction later in the war.
He was succeeded as Orderly Sergeant
by John Mitchell, with whom the
reader of this sketch will soon become

well acquainted.
ANDREW J. BRUNT. The old Regulars discharged at
(The first man hit.) . this time were about 30 in number.

Their places were filled by Charles Hanson, James H. Lewis, William J.
Gleason, John W. Miles, James Russell and Amos Burdick, from the 2d
Wisconsin; Harvey Childs, Sylvester Fort, Martin McCandra, John
McLaughlin, Jerry Murphy, Frank Bell, John H. Cooke, Hiram Whit-
taker and James L. Barney, of the 6th Wisconsin; Frank Blair, Tom
Price, Henry Beecham, Horace Ripley, Alphonse Collins, Charley and
John Fulton, Henry G. Klinefelter, Johnny Lee, Frank Noble, John
Dolphin, Charles Levins and Charles Harris, from the 7th Wisconsin, and
five or six more from the 19th Indiana, who were detached in the Battery
at different dates from June to September, 1862.
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The Summer passed without any noteworthy event until Aug. 26,
when Gibbon’s and Hatch’s Brigades had a skirmish near Fauquier Sul-
phur Springs with a force which two days later proved to be the van of
-Stonewall Jackson’s column dehouching from the Shenandoah Valley. In
this skirmish the Battery had one man wounded —Private Andrew J.
Brunt, detached from the 7th Wisconsin, who had one of his hands shot
-off, and who was the first man hit in the Battery.

On the 28th of August occurred the battle of Gainesville, in which
the four regiments of Gibbon's Brigade and two regiments of Doubleday’s,
namely, the 2d, 6th and 7th Wisconsin, 19th Indiana, 56th Pennsylvania
and 76th New York, aided by Battery B, sustained the shock of one wing
-of Jackson’s command, composed, according to Confederate accounts, of
11 regiments of infantry and two batteries, one of six and one of four
.guns. -

This was the first heavy action in which the Battery took part. Its
‘behavior was complimented by Gens. Doubleday, Hatch and Gibbon, and the
-effectiveness of its fire was considered remarkable under the circumstances.
‘On August 30, at Groveton, the Battery was again in action. During
these operations the enemy at no time got to close quarters, so that the
‘losses were comparatively slight, being one man killed, one mortally
‘wounded and five more or less severely hit. During the fight at Gaines-
ville Lieut. Stewart’s horse, “ Old Tartar,” suffered the loss of his tail,
.and as he afterward became one of the most famous horses in the Army
and will be frequently mentioned, a brief sketch of him here may be in-
steresting. His ‘‘ biography’’ is from the pen of Stewart himself : L]

CARTHAGE, OHID, Dec. 6, 1889,

DEAR COMRADE: Yours of Nov. 28 at hand. You ask for Tartar's * biog-
raphy.” His military record is as follows: He entered the service at Fort

Leavenworth, Kan., in July, 1857, just before Battery B started on the Utah
«expedition, and was then four years of age.

Before reaching Green River, Utah, he was taken sick with distemper of
-a malignant type, so we had to abandon him when we left Green River Camp,
:8alt Lake. The following Spring Gen. Albert 8idney Johnston offered $30
.apiece for abandoned horses and mules branded * U. 8.” which should be re-
‘turned to camp. Iwas at the tent of Maj. Fitz-John Porter one morning when
two Indians came in with a couple of horses, one of which I recognized as
Tartar. They said they had found him the Fall before on Green River, and
‘they had used him all Winter to haul tent-poles. I had him taken over to the
Battery, where Capt. Phelps, then commanding, remarked that * he had fared
‘better with the Indians than the other horses had with the Battery.”

In the Summer of 1860 the guns were left at Camp Floyd, and the personnel
.of the Battery formed into a provisional company of cavalry, doing duty in
keeping open the mail, emigrant and pony express routes between Salt Lake
City and Carson City, Nev. We were engaged in this duty from May to October,
during which time Tartar's average work was from 40 to 50 miles a day. Early
in 1861 the Battery marched from Camp Floyd, Utah, to Leavenworth, Kan.,
~whence we were shipped by rail to Washington to join the Army of the Poto-
mac. At the Second Bull Run Tartar was struck by a shell, carrying away his
tail, and wounding both hips or hams., At first I thought I could not use him
.any more, and turned him into a small field or farmyard. The next morning
“however, he jumped the fence and followed the Battery.
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Some time after this President Linocoln reviewed the army in front of
Fredericksburg, the First Corps being then in camp on the Belle Plaine Road.
After I had passed in review, riding Tartar, I was sent for, to allow the Presi-
dent to look at the horse’s wound. Assoon as Mr. Lincoln saw it, he said to
the general officers about him: *This reminds me of a tale!™ which he pro-
ceeded to relate to their great amusement, but I was not near enough to hear
what it was. But his little son *“Tad,” mounted on a pony, followed me and
insisted on trading horses. I told him I could not do that, but he persisted in
telling me that his papa was the President, and would give me any horse I
wanted in trade for Tartar. I had a hard time to get away from the little
fellow.

Tartar was again wounded at Fredericksburg, and after that it was diffi-
cult to get him to stand under musketry fire. The day before we reached
Gettysburg he was lamed by running a nail into one of his forefeet, and did
not go into the battle. In the pursuit of Lee after the battle he could not keep
up with the Battery, and I left him with a farmer on the road, with a note
stating what command he belonged to, etc. Abouta month afterward a friend
of mine informed me that he had seen him over in Kilpatrick’'s Cavalry
Division, tied up. I went over and got him. This was in August, 1863. He
had no further mishaps, but served through the war, and was, I understand,
at Appomattox Courthouse. When I was promoted and transferred to the
18th Infantry, in 1868, I left Tartar with the Battery, in the tenth year of his

honorable and distinguished service.
JAMES BTEWART, Captain, U. 8. A.

In these battles Battery B, though performing all duty required of it,
by no means bore the brunt of the artillery fighting. Its volunteer com-
rades — Monroe's (D) 1st Rhode Island, Gerrish’s 1st New Hampshire
and Reynolds’s (L) 1st New York — having been on the whole more
closely engaged and suffering much greater losses. " '

During the retreat of Pope’s army Battery B was with the rear guard,
and unlimbered for action at Ox Hill or Chantilly, and again near Fairfax
Seminary, though not seriously engaged in either instance, and suffering
no casualties.

On the 10th of September, 1862, the Army of Virginia was discon-
tinued and its troops merged in the Army of the Potomac. By this reor-
ganization King's Division, which had been the First Division, Third
Corps, of the Army of Virginia, became the First Division, First Corps,
of the Army of the Potomac; Ricketts’s, the Second Division; and the
Division of Pennsylvania Reserves, under Meade, was added as the Third.
The command of the corps was conferred on Maj.-Gen. Joe Hooker. In
the infantry some changes afterward occurred, among which was the
incorporation of Meade’s Division of Pennsylvania Reserves in the Fifth
Corps after the battle of Fredericksburg; but in the main the organization
of the First Army Corps on Sept. 12, 1862, was that under which its
renown became imperishable in our annals. As for the rest of the troops
of Pope’s short-lived Army of Virginia, they were reorganized into the
Eleventh and Twelfth Corps of the Army of the Potomac.

The batteries still remained attached to divisions, and there was little
change in their assignments. Edgell’s 1st New Hampshire, Reynolds’s
(L) 1st New York, and Battery B, remained with King’s Division ; but
Monroe’s (D) 1st Rhode Island was transferred to the Ninth Corps.
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Thus reorganized, the Army of the Potomac took up its line of march
for the Upper Potomac, en route, as it proved, to the battlefields of
South Mountain and Antietam.

The forcing of the passes of South Mountain, Sept. 14, involved the
right section of Battery B, which, under command of Lieut. Stewart,
advanced with Gibbon’s Brigade and effectively shelled a battery of the
enemy posted in the gorge of Turner’s Pass, firing over the heads of our
infantry. Of this affair Gen. Gibbon says in his official report [page 248,
volume XTIX, part I, War Records]:

Lieut. Stewart used his two guns with good judgment and effect, and
begged to remain upon the field after his section was relieved by the other

four pieces of the Battery under Capt. Campbell. * * * beg' to recommend
him to the favorable notice of the authorities.

Col. Sol. Meredith, of the 19th Indiana, also says in hxs report [page
250, same volume]:

On arriving near a house on our extreme left, surrounded on the south-
west and north by timber, I discovered large numbers of the enemy in and
around the house. They had been annoying us as well as the skirmishers by
firing from the house and outhouses; also from the woods rear the house. I
ordered Lieut. Stewart, who commanded a section of Battery B, 4th Ar-
tillery, to come forward and open fire upon the house. He moved forward his
section of two pieces and threw several splendid shots, the first of which took
effect in the upper story, causing a general stampede of their forces from that
point, enabling us to go forward more rapidly, and with less loss from their
sharpshooters.

The Battery suffered no loss in this action at Turner’s Pass, though
Stewart’s section was quite actively engaged for a considerable time during
the afternoon of Sept. 14. On the following day, and also on the 16th
of September, the Battery advanced in such positions as were assigned
to it by Gen. Hooker, commanding the First Army Corps, but was not
engaged with the enemy.

The 17th of September broke clear and warm for the time of year. Gen.
Hooker advanced the leading brigade of the First Corps — Gibbon’s —at
daylight down the Hagerstown Pike, toward Sharpsburg, to a point at
which its skirmishers encountered the pickets of Stonewall Jackson’s
Corps, posted generally on a line at right angles to the pike, through fields
mostly planted with corn (then higher than a man’s head), and extending
from the ‘“East Wood’’ to the ‘‘ West Wood,” as shown on the ac-
companying map. Jackson also had artillery posted close up to his
picket line, and he opened with it as soon as our columns appeared on the
pike south of the Poffenberger House. Upon thus developing the pres-
ence of the enemy in force, Hooker instantly put the First Corps in
motion of attack by divisions, the First Division leading. This division
was commanded by Gen. Doubleday, in consequence of Gen. John P.
Hatch having been severely wounded at Turner’s Gap, three days before.
It consisted of Gibbon’s (Fourth) Brigade—commonly called the ‘‘ Iron
Brigade >’ — composed of the 2d, 6th and 7th Wisconsin and 19th Indiana;
Patrick’s (Third) Brigade, composed of the 20th, 21st, 23d and 35th New.
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York; Wainwright’s [formerly Doubleday’s] (Second) Brigade, composed
of the 7th Indiana, 76th and 95th New York and the 56th Pennsylvania,
and Phelps’s (First) Brigade, composed of the22d, 24th and 30th New York;
14th Brooklyn and the 2d United States Sharpshooters — and it advanced
in the order above given.

The Divisional Artillery, commanded by Maj. Albert Monroe, of the
1st Rhode Island Light Artillery, consisted of Battery D, 1st Rhode Island
the 1st New Hampshire Battery, Capt. Edgell ; Battery L, 1st New York,
Capt. John A. Reynolds, and Battery B, 4th Regulars, Capt. Joseph B.
Campbell and (after the latter was wounded early in the combat) Lieut.
Jarues Stewart.

A general description of the battle of Antietam is not within the scope
of this work. Hence nothing will be attempted beyond the action of the
First Corps in and about the famous ‘‘Cornfield.’’

The First Division led the attack, the brigades of Gibbon, Patrick,
Phelps and Wainwright striking Jackson’s positions in the Cornfield om
both sidesof the pike and extending as far as the West Wood. The enemy
opened about sunrise from & battery on & knoll about half way betweem
the turnpike and the East Wood. Gen. Doubleday ordered Battery B to
shell this battery, which was soon silenced. Stewart was now ordered to
take his section (the right section) and proceed with Gibbon’s Brigade,
leaving the other four guns temporarily in the former position. Stewart
formed in front of Dr. Miller’s barnyard, on the right (west side) of the
pike, looking south, and within 30 or 40 yards of the fence separating the:
Cornfield from the pasture-ground. The tall corn was foll of the enemy’s:
skirmishers and sharpshooters, and Stewart’s section had three men killed
and 11 wounded in a few minutes, when Capt. Campbell brought up the:
other four guns and all of the caissons —the battery then being equipped
with 12 caissons.

Dr. Miller’s farmhouse was on the east side of the pike, and the
barnyard and outbuildings attached to this farmhouse extended some
distance down the road. These buildings were on a slight knoll, which
descended just beyond the barns and strawstacks somewhat abruptly into
the creek bottom or flat, which at that time was filled on both sides of
the pike with large fields of tall corn mearly ripe. The fence along the:
pike was & low stone wall, but next to the position of the Battery, and
hardly 100 feet.in front of it, the Cornfield was fenced off from the pasture
by a rail fence quite densely grown up with briars and bushes, forming
a complete screen.

The Battery was formed on the brow of this knoll, so that they could
hardly depress their muzzles enough to reach the line of the fence with their
canister. From this fact much of their canister went over the Rebels who
lay behind this fence and rattled harmlessly through the corn beyond.
The distance from where the left gun was posted to the nearest part of the:
cover where the Rebels were was only 28 paces. It seems almost incredi-
ble that any man could have escaped in a battery working in an open field,

]
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‘with veteran infantry under dense cover sharpshooting at it within 28 or
30 paces! Capt. Campbell was hit in the neck, shoulder and side almost
a8 soon as he got into the position, and the command of the Battery de-
volved on Stewart, who was ,
then the only commissioned
officer present. The Sergeants,
‘Corporals and Cannoneers fell
in every direction so rapidly
‘that the working of the guns
‘was seriously impeded, but
the remaining men filled up / f
the gaps as well as they conld 1
and stuck to the position like *
grim death.
At this moment Gen. Gib- (
bon cameinto the Battery, and ~
seeing the Gunner and No. 3f
on the gun that was in the
road both shot down he took
charge of the piece and acted
as Gunner and No. 3 together
during several rounds. His
escape was miraculous, as he
wore the full uniform of a ACTING GUNNER JOHN GIBBON.
Brigadier-General, and the enemy was so close that they could not help
discerning his rank, unless the smoke obscured him. His example had a
great effect on the men, and became one of the cherished traditions of the
Battery.

This terrific and unequal contest resulted in the Battery driving the
enemy’s infantry out of their cover; but, as the latter were immediately
reinforced, the Battery was limbered up and hauled off without the loss of
a single gun or caisson, though some of the guns had only two horses left.
They weut into position again on another part of the field, and were en-
gaged at other times during the day, but not in any such manner as here.

The casualties of the Battery in this part of the action were nine killed
and 31 wounded, including Capt. Campbell, and of the wounded three
afterward died. Thus a loss of 40 killed and wounded was suffered by a
battery having about 100 men present for duty. There were one or two
instances where batteries, which were run over and captured by the enemy,
suffered greater losses, including prisoners; but there was no other case
during the whole war, in either army, where any battery lost 40 men
killed and wounded in a square stand-up fight, out of 100 present, and not
only held all their guns, but actually went into action with them again
the same day! Among the killed was Serg’t Herzog, who was shot
through the lower part of the abdomen, from side to side. When taken
back to the field hospital, which was Dr. Miller’s barn, the Surgeon told
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him that his wound was necessarily fatal, and that he had but a few hours
tolive. Being in great agony, poor Joe remarked, ‘‘ If that is the case,
Doctor, those few hours are not worth living,’’ whereupon he deliberately
drew his revolver and shot himself through the right temple.

This fighting at Antietam settled the reputation of Stewart’s Battery
in the Army of the Potomac. After that its name became a synonym for
pluck and resolution. Stewart always showed an especial affection for the
boys who had stood by him in that awful carnage, and the recruits who
came later had to content themselves with the second place in his regard.
This was a matter of course, and Stewart would not have been the man he
was if he had failed to appreciate the heroic devotion of his veterans of
Antietam. The old Battery afterward got into a good many tough places,
such as Gettysburg, Spottsylvania, Bethesda Church, etc., as will be seen
later on, not to mention Frederickshurg and Petersburg. But the recruits
of 1863, even with Gettysburg on their records, always took off their caps
to the old Antietam boys whenever there was a campfire debate about
prowess, and cordially yielded the palm to the iron veterans who had
braved the butchery of that fatal Cornfield on the Sharpsburg Pike.

Stewart’s official report of this affair gives a very clear idea of the
nature of the struggle. It is also an admirable specimen of what a bat-
tery commander’s report ought to be, both in its lucid delineation of
events and its frank mention of the services of the enlisted men. He says:

I was ordered by Gen. Gibbon to bring my section forward and place it in
position, about 75 yards distant from and to the left of the turnpike, for the
purpose of shelling the woods, distant from 800 to 900 yards, directly in my
front.

After shelling for some time, Gen. Gibbon ordered the section to be still
further advanced to a position in front of some strawstacks, about 30 yards to
the right of the turnpike. As soon as I came into battery in this position I
observed large bodies of the enemy, from 400 to 500 yards distant, and ordered
the guns to be loaded with spherical case, one and one-quarter and one and
one-half seconds, because the ground was undulating, and not suitable for
canister. After firing two or three rounds from each gun the enemy partially
broke, ran across a hollow in front of the section, crossed to the left of the
turnpike, entered a cornfleld, and, under cover of the fences and corn, crept
close to our guns, picking off our Cannoneers so rapidly that in less than 10
minutes there were 14 men killed and wounded in the section.

About this time Capt. Campbell, commanding the Battery, brought the
other four guns into battery on the left of my section, and commenced firing
canister at the enemy in the Cornfield on the left of the turnpike. In less than
20 minutes Capt. Campbell was severely wounded in the shoulder, his horse
shot in several places, and the command of the Battery devolved upon me.

Gen. Gibbon was in the Battery, and, seeing the advantage which the
enemy had, ordered one of the guns which was placed on the turnpike to be
used against the enemy’s infantry in the Cornfield, Gen. Gibbon acting both
as Cannoneer and Gunner at this piece. The fire was continued by the entire
Battery for about 10 minutes longer in this position, the enemy part of the
time being but 15 or 20 yards distant. The loss, whilst in this position, was
one Captain wounded, three Sergeants, four Corporals, 32 privates killed and
wounded, and 26 horses killed and seven wounded. While in this position the
Battery was supported by Gen. Gibbon’s Brigade and the 20th New York.

Gen. Gibbon ordered me to limber to the rear and place the Battery in
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battery in the same position my section first occupied in the morning. Herel
found Capt. Ransom’s battery, of the 5th Artillery, in position, and immedi-
ately came in battery on his left, but had no opportunity to use my guns, as
some of our infantry were formed 20 yards in front of the Battery; so I lim-
bered up and followed Capt. Ransom’s battery to the edge of the woods in
rear, having my horse shot under me in two places in less than two minutes.
Here I removed my wounded horses and regulated the men and horses
throughout the Battery.

At this time I received an order from Gen. Gibbon to place the Battery in
the same position my section first occupied in the morning, but to fire to the
right. I immediately took a section to the point indicated, sending word to the
General that I could not take the Battery, as we had not men and horses to
man the six pieces. I went into battery on the right of Capt. Reynolds’s New
York battery, who was then under a very heavy fire from two of the enemy’s
batteries. After my section had been firing for some time part of Gen. Sum-
ner’s Corps passed to the rear very much disorganized through the woods
on the right of my section, closely followed by the enemy. During this time
I was in a very difficult position, as the enemy had ascertained my exact range,
and I was utterly unable to get his on account of the smoke from the mus-
ketry. After carefully viewing the ground I limbered to the rear, and came
in battery upon Capt. Reynolds's left, when one of my Cannoneers reported to
me that the turnpike directly in my front, and about 75 yards distant, was full
of the enemy’s infantry. I ordered my guns to be loaded. The enemy com-
mencing to fall back on the same road, I waited until I saw four stands of the
enemy’s colors directly in frout of my section, and then commenced firing with
canister, which scattered the enemy in every direction. I kept up the firing
until the enemy was out of sight.

In a few minutes Capt. Clarke, Chief of Gen. Sumner’s artillery, advised me
to limber to the rear and cross the plowed field, as I had no infantry support,
and he was going to retire his batteries, which were in my rear on the left, and
the enemy then advancing on the left in force. I remained in the plowed fleld
for some time, when, learning that Gen. Gibbon had placed the other four guns
of the Battery in position, and seeing there was no use for me there, I joined
them on an eminence in rear of the woods between 1 and 2 o’clock p. m., re-
maining there inactive until 5 p. m., when the enemy opened from two bat-
teries. I opened with my entire Battery on the nearest battery, which was on
my right, and from 800 to 900 yards distant, and after firing two or three rounds
from each gun, the enemy not responding, I ceased firing.

The behavior of my men was all that could be desired, but the men whose
names are given below came under my immediate observation, and discharged
their duties with such calm, cool courage and discretion that I would earnestly
request that their conduct may be brought to the favorable notice of the Gen-
eral commanding. Their names are as follows: First S8erg't John Mitchell,
Serg’ts Andrew McBride, Willlam West, Corp’'l Frederick A. Chapin, Lance
Corp’ls Alonzo Priest, Henry G. McDougal, Privates Henry A. Childs, James
Cahill, William Kelly, John B. Lackey, Jeremiah Murphy, William Green,
Charles Harris and Elbridge G. Packard.

I desire to state that since the Battery first went into action, on the 26th of
August, Benjamin N. Meed, Clerk at headquarters of Gen. Gibbon, and private
belonging to Company B, 6th Wisconsin, has voluntarily acted as Cannoneer in
my section in each and every engagement in which my section has partici-
pated, and, although he has never been drilled with the Battery, has rendered
cheerful and very efficient service.

In this battle at the Cornfield Battery B was the very vortex of the
fight from start to finish. The enemy made no less than three determined
efforts to take it at the point of the bayonet, and the infantry of Gibbon’s
and Patrick’s Brigades rallied to its support with equal resolution, the
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result being, without doubt, as fierce and murderous a combat as ever
surged about a six-gun battery. Whatever may be said of the stoical
pluck and desperate courage with which Campbell, Stewart and their men
stuck to their guns, no less praise is due to the devoted infantry of the
First Division, who stood by them through thick and thin. As to the
behavior of the infantry, Gen. Doubleday, commanding the First Division,
states in his report :

Istated in the first part of this report that the 7th Wisconsin and 18th
Indiana moved into the woods to drive off the enemy, who were acting against
our right lank. This movement was simultaneous with that of Patrick’'s Bri-
gade, all crossing the road and moving forward into the woods at the same
time. The two regiments named took position in advance of, and parallel to,
the rest of Gibbon’s line. Patrick’s three regiments had scarcely taken posi-
tion in the woods before a body of the enemy appeared on their right, guard-
ing a battery of light guns they had posted there. Gen. Hooker directed that
one of Patrick’s regiments be sent to watch this battery, and the 28d New
York, under Col. Hoffman, was detached for that purpose. The two remain-
ing regiments, the 21st and 85th New York, closed up on the 7th Wisconsin
and 19th Indiana, and all moved forward together. The enemy previous to
this had kept up a brisk fire, but was sheltered by a series of rocky ledges,
which afforded them almost perfect security ; they poured in heavy volleys of
musketry. To meet this increase of fire Patrick’s two regiments were thrown
forward in the first line. To all appearance the enemy had been strongly re-
inforced, and they not only resisted our further advance, but moved to try
and capture Campbell’s Battery and regain poesession of the Cornfleld. This
charge was handsomely repulsed by the fire of the 2d and 6th Wisconsin,
by the rapid discharges of the Battery, which fired double oanisters,
and by the flank fire of the 7th Wisconsin and 19th Indiana, of Gibbon’s
Brigade, and the 2ist and 85th New York, of Patrick's Brigade, these four
regiments having taken up a position perpendicular to their former one,
which enabled them to pour in a heavy fire upon the flank of the charging
oolumn. Patrick could not have changed position in this way under ordinary
circumstances, but it was evident that a large part of the troops that had been’
in his front were detached to aid in the charge. These united agencies drove
the enemy back, saved the guns and gave us a renewed possession of the Corn-
fleld. Campbell’s Battery having lost 40 men in killed and wounded, including
its commander among the latter, and having had 27 horses killed, was no longer
in a condition for active service, and was compelled to retire behind the sup-
ports of Sedgwick’s Division.

Gen. Gibbon says:

The brigade was, by direction of Maj.-Gen. Hooker, detached from the di-
vision and ordered to advance into a piece of wood on the right of the Hagers-
town Turnpike, toward the village of Sharpsburg. The brigade advanced in
column of divisions on the left of the turnpike until the head of it reached an
open space, when the 6th Wisconsin was deployed and pushed forward into a
cornflield in our front, the 2d Wisoonsin being deployed and formed on its left,
while a section of Gibbon’s Battery, under Lieut. Stewart, was brought into
action in the rear to fire over the heads of our men in reply to one of the
enemy’s batteries in their front. The 6th and 2d pushed gallantly forward,
supported by the 7th Wisconsin and 18th Indiana when, finding the enemy was
likely to flank us on the right in the wood, which extended down in that di-
rection, I ordered up Stewart's section, and directed the 7th Wisconsin and 19th
Indiana to deploy to the right of the line and push forward rapidly into the
woods. The whole line soon became hotly engaged, and tho enemy, heavily
reinforoed from the woods, made a dash upon the Battery. This attack, how-
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ever, was successfully repelled by heavy discharges of canister from the guns,
the fire of the few remaining men of the 2d and 6th Wisconsin, and the flank
fire poured in by the 7th Wisconsin and 19th Indiana, which had been brought
around to sweep the front of the Battery with their fire, Capt. Campbell having
in the meantime joined Stewart’s with the other four pieces of the Battery.

While referring to the regimental reports for special mention of meri-
torious individuals, I beg leave to call attention to the steadiness and gallantry
of both officers and men, and especially to the coolness and bravery of Lieut.-
Col's Bragg, Bachman and Allen; Maj. Dawes, Capt. Callis (of the 6th Wiscon-
gin) and Capt. Campbell and Lieut. Stewart, of Battery B.

Gen. William W. Dudley (who, as senior Captain of the regiment,
commanded the gallant 19th Indiana after the death of Lieut.-Col. Bach-
man, early in the action) says:

Early on the morning of the 17th instant we were called up and prepared
to go into action. We moved directly to the front in column by division. Our
first casualty occurred in a peach orchard near the destined battlefield. We
now moved to the edge of a cornfleld near a stone house, which was imme-
diately used as a hospital. Here we lay down, while our skirmishers were
scouring the Cornfield in front. We were soon ordered to the right, to a piece
of woods which skirted the battlefield on the right. Here we deployed column
and formed our line of battle on the right of the 7th Wisconsin, and Lieut.-Col.
Bachman ordered Company B, then my command, to deploy forward as skir-
mishers. This being done, the regiment moved slowly forward till the right
was through the wood, when we halted. It was at this time that the attempt
was made to take Battery B, 4th Artillery, which was stationed at the straw-
stacks near the stone house hospital. Upon seeing the advance of the enemy,
Lieut.-Col. Bachman at once called in the skirmishers, and changed front for-
ward on the tenth company, so as to front the left flank of the enemy. As
soon as-it was practicable we opered fire on them, and we have every reason
to believe that our fire was very effective in repulsing their attack on the
Battery.

The action of the 35th New York is described in a letter to the author
by Comrade J. E. Otis, late Orderly Sergeant and Lieutenant of Company
B of that regiment. He says:

At one time during the battle the 385th New York was drawn up in line of
battle on the road beyond the Miller House. There was a heavy rail fence on
the left of the road, opposite our front, and at a distance of something like 150
to 200 yards was the celebrated Cornfleld. Gibbon’'s battery of six brass pieces
was to our left, between the buildings and on a level with the front part of the
Cornfleld. At this time we were receiving some casualti®s from front and flank,
and firing at will into the Cornfield. I remember that the Rebels were resting
their guns on the straight rail and post fence, and just busy picking off Gib-
bon’s Gunners. I think I am correct in saying that two of the pieces next the
building were abandoned, but covered by the fire of the next two, which were
80 feebly manned that their guns were not pushed back. At this point in the
engagement the 85th made a charge into the Cornfield and captured a color and
quite a batch of prisoners, and saved Gibbon'’s guns. It was understood at the
time that Col. Lord sent due acknowledgment for this very opportune act, but
it never went further than acknowledgments.

Comrade Henry G. Klinefelter, now residing at Nora, Wis., and who
served in the Battery as a detached volunteer from the 7th Wisconsin,
writes to the anthor as follows :

The position of the Battery was to the right of the road as we faced the
enemy. One piece was in the road (the Sharpsburg Pike.) It was right on the
brow of a little ridge, close to some buildings. I was No. 1 Cannoneer on the
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gun in the road. There was a straight rail fence in front. The buildings were
to our right and rear. I think the Cornfield came up to the road to our left.
It was here that Stonewall Jackson’s troops made three desperate charges to
capture the Battery, and the last time came within about four rods of our guns
before we could stop them, and when Gen. Gibbon saw that we had checked
them he ordered his brigade (Iron Brigade) to charge them, and I claim that it
was the Iron Brigade (which was right there with us all of the time) and the
courage and desperate work of the Battery boys that saved the guns. The
two guns on the right were silenced for a few minutes, but not until nearly all
of the men were shot down, and two of the boys had crawled on their hands
and knees several times from the limber to the piece and loaded and fired
those guns in that way until they had recoiled so far that they could not use
them any more. Not until then were they entirely silenced. The rest of the
guns were well handled. At my gun there were only four of us left, but
we were helped by the infantny boys of the 6th and 7th Wisconsin. During
the thickest of the fight Gen. Gibbon came up to my gun and straddled the
trail and sighted the gun, and said * Give them boysl™”® * * @

8o far as I can remember, only one New York regiment came in line with
our Battery at the Cornfield. This was the 20th New York, which came in on
the right of the road. It was said at the time that Gen. Gibbon sent to Gen.
Patrick for help, as the whole battle on that part of the line was centering
right on his (Gibbon’s) Battery. and Gen. Patrick sent the 20th New York.
This was the only New York regiment that we saw. The 85th was in Patrick’s
Brigade, and also the 21st and 23d —all good men —and we had men in the Bat-
tery from all of those regiments.

As a sample of the experience which a ‘‘detached volunteer” was
likely to undergo in a Regular battery, a characteristic letter from Com-
rade Horace Ripley will be instructive and amusing. Horace was a
‘‘broth of a boy.” He was detached from Company B, 7th Wisconsin,
Sept. 12, 1862, and joined the Battery on the morning of the 13th, the
day before South Mountain. Not being assigned to the section engaged in
that battle, he had a day or two to familiarize himself with the duties of
an artilleryman. But let him tell his story in his own way. He says:

When I reported to the Battery they put me on the caisson of Packard's
gun as supernumerary. This was Sept.13,1862. The battle of South Mountain
was the next day, and it so happened, between marching and fighting, that
there was no battery drill of any description between the date of my joining
the Battery and the terrible struggle at the Antietam Cornfield. At that time
I was still supernumerary. When the Battery went into action in the early
morning of Sept. 17 it was literally my first “battery drill.” The closest
investigation will show that I was never absent from duty one day from the
time I joined, Sept. 18, 1862, until my time was out, Sept. 1,1864. When Pack-
ard’s gun first went into action on the Sharpsburg Pike below the Miller
House in the morning I was employed as a hitching-post for the Sergeant’s
horse. Very soon after the difficulty began the Sergeant (West) was hit in
the thigh, and I helped him back to the Miller barn, which was the fleld
hospital. Returning to the Battery I had two horses to hold. One of them
was soon hit in the flank and fell down, dying. In a moment the other one
had his bits completely shot out of his mouth, carrying away his whole
under jaw, 8o that the Corporal blew his brains out to put him out of his
misery !

By that time the Johnnies had made room for me at our piece, 80 I left the
horses and went in as Cannoneer on Packard’s gun, beginning by acting Nos.
5and 7, carrying ammunition from the limber to the gnun. The slaughter at
our gun continued until Packard and I were the only men left standing, when
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some of the 7th Wisconsin came in to help us. At this time Packard was act.
ing Sergeant, Gunner and Nos. 3 and 4 on that plece. We both got out of that
fight unharmed, and after that we were bunk mates until he received his death
‘wound at the North Anna River on the 25th of May, 1864, nearly 20 months
afterward. He was one of the most fearless men that I have ever known.
This dreadful butchery at the Antietam Cornfield marked an epoch in
the history of the old Battery. Prior to that time its career had been,
with the exception of its comparatively bloodless service at Gainesville
and Groveton, a career of discipline only, and that sometimes harsh and
drastic. Capt. Campbell was an officer of high scientific attainments in
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his profession and of the most heroic courage. The men admired Capt.
Campbell and respected him. But it is doubtful if he could ever have
got the work out of them that Stewart did ; because, with all his accom-
plishments as an officer, Capt. Campbell never succeeded in getting the
affections of the men.

Stewart, with his good-natured methods of personal intercourse, his
quick discernment of merit and cordial acknowledgment of it, and his con-
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stant contact and convers;tion with the soldiers, had, to a degree perhsaps
unequalled in the whole Regular Army, the rare tact of making his
enlisted men feel that he and they were comrades, without weakening his
prestige as commander. It must not be imagined that Stewart, as a dis-
ciplinarian, was weak or lax. On the contrary, he could be —and was so
when occasion required —severe and harsh. But he always knew where
to draw the line.

The battle of Antietam, as a whole, and its general results, have often
been described and analyzed by abler writers. It is doubtless the general
verdict of history that the results achieved were neither adequate to the
opportunity nor worthy of the heroic devotion of the subordinate officers
and the rank and file who fought Gen. McClellan’s battle for him.

‘Without going into details of tactics or attempting to analyze strat-
€gy, it will suffice the present purpose to show by the conclusive evidence
of official statistics how each commander-in-chief handled the forces at his
disposal. The usual difficulty of accurately estimating the Confederate
force actually ‘‘effective present’’ occurs in this case. But the most trust-
worthy accounts (from Confederate sources) converge on a total of 40,000
infantry and artillery, with perhaps between 5,000 and 6,000 cavalry, or
roundly 45,000 of all arms.

Gen. McClellan reports the ‘‘ present for duty equipped ’’ of the Army
of the Potomac at any time between Sept. 10 and Sept. 17, as follows :

Strength. Loss.

14,856 2,500

18,813 5,138

. 12,930 109

12,300 439

13,819 2,349

10,126 1,746

4,320 30

L 87,164 12,401

This table indicates beyond dispute that the battle was fought on the
Union side by the First, S8econd, Ninth and Twelfth Corps, aggregating
57,614, or not more than two-thirds of the effective force available, and
that their loss was 11,823, or nineteen-twentieths of the total. The author
leaves to soldiers of better military education, wider experience and more
exalted rank, the task of deducing from these and cognate facts what
might have been the result if McClellan had used all his available force, as
Lee certainly did his, and had followed up the shocks of the First, Second,
Ninth and Twelfth Corps with the magnificent veterans of the Fifth and
Sixth Corps, who, 25,000 strong, intact and fresh, were themselves almost
equal to what was left of the Confederate Army available after the battle
of the forenoon.

Surg.-Gen. Guild, of the Army of Northern Virginia, gives the losses
of that army in killed and wounded alone at 10,291. But this embraces
the whole period from Sept. 14 (South Mountain) to Sept. 19 (Shepherds-
tewn Ford), inclusive. So it is not possible to separate accurately the
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casualties of Antietam proper. None of the Confederate reports give any
account of their loss in prisoners. Our own accounts state about 980 cap-
tures bf Confederate prisoners, mainly at South Monntain, while the total
loss of the Army of the Potomac in prisoners was as follows in the whole

campaign :
Crampton's PaBE, .« sco cvesive crusuimaveyssesangssaess sgyaisanases 2
TUINEE'S PABE:: cwonsmanpansmssmss issvwasessisussmies suebeas suseneniss 85
ANUIOtAM sssvsinimsvswssesvmvs oo eosh v e SEEVER RS IS TR 7468
TOBAL c. v veervrninnnenensorecnsnsnssssrssescatssscssassssonsonses 833

The battle of Antietam has always been considered remarkable for the.
small proportion of captures to the other casualties, The meaning of this
fact is plain to any soldier. Prisoners are taken by manuvers, flank move-
ments, surprises, etc. The fact that so few were taken at Antietam indi-
cates that it was a slugging match pure and simple — which in fact it
was—to & greater extent than any other battle between the Army of the
Potomac and the Army of Northern Virginia.

The percentage of killed to wounded was also larger than in any other
general engagement, being for the Army of the Potomac 2,108 killed to
9,549 wounded , and in the Confederate Army 1,567 killed to 8,724 wounded.
The loss in the Battery was as follows :

EILLED.
Sergeant—Joseph Herzog. Privates—John Anderson,
Corporal—John Brown. Henry Lyons,
Privates —Martin McCandra, Hiram Whitaker,
Henry Brown, Sylvester Fort,
Smith Young.
WOUNDED.
Captain—Joseph B. Campbell. Privates—Timothy Dean,
Sergeants—William West, John Fillmore,
Robert Moore. John Holland,
Bugler—Johnny Cook. John Hodgedon,
Corporals— Willsey, Hil,
—i— Ben John W, Jones,
Conners. George Johnson,
Privates— Ames, John Lee,
James Armstrong, William Mafitt,
Brennan, ‘William J. Moore,
Bishop, Robert McAllone,
—— Brownlee, Malson,
Burdick, . Frank Noble,
James Clarke, Edward O’Brien,
Henry Colby, Arthur Stedman,
Harvey Childs, James Thorpe,
William Dickinson, Claus Young,
Isaac Sowerwin.

Of the wounded, Brennan, Hodgedon and Hill died. There were also
four men wounded in the Battery who belonged to the 7th Wisconsin,
and were not accounted for in our casualty returns.

The only other batteries in the Army suffering heavy losses were
Tompking’s (A) 1st Rhode Island, belonging to the Second Corps, and




NEW DETACHED VOLUNTEERS. 43

Monroe’s (D) 1st Rhode Island, brigaded with Battery B. They were-
both heavily and closely engaged, and lost 19 and 18 respectively. It was-
not generally thought that McClellan made the best possible use of his
artillery in the battle. He had 48 batteries, besides the four horse-
batteries with the cavalry, but only five or six of them were used with
any great effect, though all were in a high state of efficiency and anxious:
to fight.

The frightful gape that Antietam had made in the ranks of the Bat—
tery were never refilled — at least not up to the complement it had before.
Of the wounded a few returned at intervals for several months afterward,
but there was a permanent loss of killed -or totally disabled, amounting to:
over 30, and most of these were among the best men the Battery ever
had. Their places were taken by Bart. Fagan and Dan Shemmell, from
the 2d Wisconsin; John Finley, Pete Smith, Charley Sprague, Job Driggs.
and Den. Fuller, from the 6th Wisconsin; Dan Ackerman, John Small,
Pat Wallace, Wesley Richardson, Jim Moore, and one or two others, from.
the 7th Wisconsin, and Joe Anderson, Dan Blaine, Dave Drummond,
Perry Rowe, Daniel Kingfield, Ranse McDaniel, and perhaps one or two:
others, from the 19th Indiana — or about 20 in all. With these accessions.
the strength of the Battery was brought up to about 112, which was still
a short complement for a six-gun battery equipped with double caissons,’
and therefore requiring nine drivers to each piece, besides the drivers on
the battery wagon, forge, etc.

Thus equipped, the Battery followed the fortunes of the First Corps.
during the various marches by which the Army of the Potomac was
moved from the banks of the Upper Potomac, at Shepherdstown, to those of
the Lower Rappahannock, opposite Fredericksburg. The most noteworthy
incident in its history during this period was the assignment of a Second
Lieutenant of the 3d Regulars, named James Davison, to service with it,
Stewart having been since Antietam the only commissioned officer present.
Like Stewart, he had risen by hard work, faithful service and sterling
merit from the ranks of the old Regular Army. He had enlisted as .a
private in 1854, and had served in every grade up to July, 1862, when he:
was promoted fo be Second Lieutenant, at the personal request of Gen.
Henry J. Hunt, from the position of Sergeant-Major of the Artillery Re--
serve. Davison’s character as a man and his excellence as an officer will
become apparent in subsequent pages. At this point suffice to say that.
his popularity with the men was of quick growth.



CHAPTER III.

FREDERICKSBURG — SULLEN APATHY OF THE TrooPS — USELEsS Dx-
VOTION AND HOPELESS COURAGE — ‘‘PUBLIC OPINION’’ IN THE
ABRMY—THE AUTHOR JOINS — CHANCELLORSVILLE— HOOKER’S
¢¢ GooD PLANNING AND PooR FIGHTING ’’ —SPLENDID CONDUCT OF
ARTILLERY — SEELEY’S BATTERY — STEVENS’S BATTERY — AN-
OTHER REPULSE— WRATH OF THE TR0OPS — CAMPFIRE FESTIVI-
TIES— THE AUTHOR KNOCKED OUT— WE PREPARE FOR GETTYS-
BURG-

) REDERICKSBURG is not a pleasant
topic to a Union soldier. The part which
Battery B took in it was creditable to the
officers and men engaged , but the greenest
laurels wither in the cold shadow of such a
miserable disaster as that battle was, and
for that reason its description here will be

~ brief. Fredericksburg was the Gethse-
mane of the Union cause, and its battle-
field was the Golgotha of the Army of
the Potomac. In a personal sense the

) wretched butchery of that ill-fated 13th

- e .of December cost the writer a gallant

» PPy, 7~ - relative, Serg’t Sam Buell, of Battery E,
277%™ = 7" 4thRegulars. Fickle as is the fortune of
avar, it has always seemed that the butchery of Fredericksburg transcended

«<ven the scope of that apology,and that the unfortunate men who shed

‘their blood there had less glory to assuage their pangs than the victims of

any other battle known to civilized history.

It has already been remarked that the scope of this volume does not
-contemplate exhaustive details of battles, but is confined to such mention
-of the action of co-operating or supporting forces as may be necessary to a
clear understanding of the operations of the Battery itself. It often hap-
pened, as at Antietam, already related, or in later battles, as will appear in
subsequent pages, that the Battery was involved in the vortex of battle at
points of vital importance, and thereby became the focus of combat to an
«extent requiring considerable reference to other organizations; but Fred-




BURNSIDE’S TRAGEDY. 45

ericksburg was hardly one of these instances. In general, it may be said
that the effective present for duty equipped of infantry and artillery of the-
Army of the Potomac was greater at Fredericksburg than in any other:
battle of the war. The force was 114,000 men and 66 batteries, aggregating
352 guns, or 44 six-gun and 22 four-gun batteries. The same was true of
the Army of Northern Virginia, which had, according to the field return
of Dec. 10,1862, 78,800 men and 272 guns. It is hardly necessary to speak.
of the respective morale of the two forces. At no time during the sad and.

- tragic history of its first two years had the Army of the Potomac had less.

reason to put its trust in the God of Battles or more reason to doubt the
omens of the fortunes of war than now. Its commander was a man of fine
personal appearance, resonant general orders, windy proclamations, little
military prestige, and, if possible, less sense, destitute alike of the respect
of his subhordinate officers and of the confidence of his men. Such facts:
could not be concealed from men of such average intelligence and discern--
ment as the rank and file of the Potomac Army. The result was that the.
great host crossed the Rappahannock in a mood of sullen apathy to danger-
and assanited an exultant enemy behind impregnable works with a dogged.
indifference to consequences which warlike history may be searched in vain.
to find a parallel for. Of the magnificent and hitherto unprecedented.
artillery force present, about 200 guns were left on the north bank of the:
river to pound vainly at ridiculons ranges upon an enemy either securely
sheltered by his own works or masked by the near approach of our
assaulting columns. Of the 140-odd guns that crossed with the infantry,
more than half were jammed up in the streets of Fredericksburg, whence-
they could be extricated only by hauling them back again in silence to the
north bank, where the only compensation for their uselessness was their
safety. Sofar as actual fighting on the south side of the river is concerned,.
it appears that only about 16 batteries, aggregating 82 guns, were engaged,.
and of these only eight were in position to be perceptibly effective or in
serious danger themselves. These were Hazard’s (B) 1st Rhode Island and.
Egan’s (E) 4th Regulars, belonging to the Second Corps ; Edgell’s 1st New
Hampshire, Stewart’s (B) 4th Regulars and Hall’s 2d Maine, of the First
Corps, with Simpson’s (A) and Amsden’s (G) 1st Pennsylvania, attached to.
Meade’s Division, and Butler’s (G), of the 24 Regulars, belonging to the-
Sixth Corps. Itis hardly necessary to enlarge on this proposition. The-

" grand total of artillery losses for the whole 66 batteries present at.

Fredericksburg was 176, of which the eight above mentioned lost 101, as.
follows : ’ ;

Hazard’s (B) 1st Rhode Island......ccce cvevinnieenes sesenersnnnces 16
Egan's (E) 4th ReUIATS. ....cvvuiettriieiiiatiiesannnrnsionssansress 13
Edgell’s 18t New Hampshire........covevniiieiiiieiioissnarenanaons 16
Stewart’s (B) 4th Regulars.........cccvieietiiiiiereiensnracscsssnanes 10-(8).
Hall's 2d Maine.......cccvviitiiiieiiiiiieninriieniiiiiesisienenanonns 15
8impson’s (A) 18t Pennsylvani......cceovtieieneeetrenrnersoncnnnns 12
Amsden’s (G) 18t Pennsylvania......ccovtviiiiverrerennnereneasaccene 9

Butler’s (G) 2d REGUIAYB.ccccetveeittitrorinrerennessansoncnacscosssss 100
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Of the other 58 batteries only 19 were sufficiently in action to
““‘show blood,”” and these lost altogether 75 men. It remains to be said
‘that every battery which got a chance at the enemy acquitted itself with
+credit, and the work done by Hazard, Egan and Hall was particalarly
brilliant.
‘We had two men killed outright — Bartley Fagan, from the 2d Wis-
-consin, and Patrick Hogan, Regular. Of the wounded, three lost limbs,
-and one of them — John Johnson, from the 2d Wisconsin—had his right
.arm torn off at the shoulder by a solid shot, which carried away so much
-of the shoulder that the cavity of the body was exposed and the tissue of
the lung plainly visible through the hole. The medical and surgical
reports say that this wound, taking into account the nature of the shock
-and the subsequent exposure of the vital organs—several hours elapsing
before the wound could be properly dressed — was almost necessarily fatal,
.and that Johnson’s recovery was literally miraculous. But he did recover,
-and is very much alive at this writing, being an able and efficient Clerk in
the Register’s Office of the Treasury, having learned to write rapidly and
-excellently with his left hand. ‘‘Johnny,’’ as the boys used to call him,
was a Norwegian boy of about 18 or 19 years when wounded. His race
is noted for invariable courage, fortitude and endurance. The way he
-stood up under this terrible wound caused his name to be cherished by
his comrades in the Battery as an example of “grit’’ and nerve. William
Hogarty, from the 23d New York, lost his left arm.
During the 14th and until after dark of the 15th of December all the
batteries remained substantially in the positions they occupied at the close
-of Saturday’s battle. It being deemed important to hold the crossroads
‘where Stewart was posted, the Battery was directed to remain there, which
was practically an artillery picket, as its only support was our own picket-
line, while the enemy advanced his pickets to within 200 or 250 yards of
-our muzzles. During the day, Sunday and also Monday, these pickets were
-drawn back, to be advanced again at night. But there was little or no
sharpshooting, and during Sunday afternoon there was an informal truce
for a couple of hours, during which time the wounded remaining between
the lines were collected and the dead buried—at least on that front.
During this period the men of the two armies mingled freely, and our
boys were informed that the battery they had handled so roughly —blow-
ing up a caisson, dismounting one of their guns and driving the rest out -
-of position —was one of the celebrated batteries of the Washington Artil-
lery of New Orleans. Assoon as it was dark Monday night orders came
to withdraw to the north side of the river. This was an easy task for the
other batteries of the corps, as they were considerably to the rear and pro-
tected by the main body of the infantry. But Stewart had no infantry in
his front except the enemy’s pickets, and none in immediate supporting
distance of him except our own pickets, whose line was that of the road
in which the guns stood in battery. Hence it was difficult to withdraw
the guns without attracting attention, which, without doubt, would have
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been the signal for a rush on their part to take the guns. Careful recon-
noissance from our line, conducted by Lieut. Davison, Serg’t Mitchell,
Corp’l Murphy and Private John Lackey, who crawled out considerable
distances to the front just after dark,
developed the fact that the ememy’s
pickets were within 500 feet of the
guns, and that their picket line was
really a heavy skirmish force, from
which a rush was to be apprehended
if they should detect signs of retreat
on our part. Under these circum-
stances, the guns were limbered as
silently as possible and hauled off,
still shotted with double canister and
primed ready for action if the enemy
should attempt a rush.

This little affair was considered by
Gen. Wainwright, Chief of Artillery
of the First Corps, to be of sufficient
importance to warrant the following -
credit in his official report: THE RECONNOISSANCE.

Soon after 8 o'clock on Monday night, in accordance with your orders, 1
commenced withdrawing the batteries along our line, beginning with Lieut.
8tewart’s, which was the most exposed, being within 200 yards of the enemy’s
pickets. This and all the others were got off without any disturbance, and be-
fore 11 o'clock they were safely on this side of the river, without, so far as I
can learn, leaving a serviceable*harness strap behind. With hardly an ex-
ception, the officers and men executed this delicate movement to perfection.
Stewart's Battery, being most exposed, deserves especial praise for the noise-
lessness with which they brought off their guns and caissons.

The enlisted men mentioned by Stewart for conspicuous conduct at
Fredericksburg were Mitchell, McBride, Chapin, Cahill, Jimmy Maher,
Priest, McDougall, Murphy, Ned Armstrong, Ed. Thorpe, John Lackey
and John Sanborn.

After this disastrous battle the Battery returned to camp on the Belle
Plaine Road, where it remained without incident of note during the re-
mainder of the gloomy Winter of 1862—63. Private William Hogarty,
who had lost his left arm at Fredericksburg, was promoted to be Second
Lieutenant in the Veteran Reserve Corps, and Corp’l Ira Slawson received
a commission in the New York Volunteers. Both these young men were
detached volunteers ﬁ(‘om the 23d New York, and had served with the
- Battery since October, 1861. Along in February, 1863, Stewart ascer-
tained that the two-year men from the New York regiments, whose time
would expire early in May, were not disposed to re-enlist. As there were
about 40 of them in the Battery it would be necessary to fill their places.
It was probable that active operations would be in progress again about
the time when their terms would expire. Hence Stewart thought it
would be better to let them go then and get three-year men in their
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Pplaces in time to drill the latter, rather than wait to ‘‘swap horses crossing
the stream.”” So.he sent the two-year men back to their regiments and
filled their places with 17 recruits from the 7th Wisconsin, 22 from the
24th Michigan, which had recently joined the Iron Brigade, together with
six three-year New Yorkers.

The men from the 7th Wisconsin in this detachment were: Dave
Smith, Andy Wilkinson, Cockrell Scott, Jim Rogers, Henry Jessee, Hugh
Evans, Fred. Barbour, George Smith, John Johnson, James Black, Ahaz
Thurston, Winfield 8. Williams, Lucius Marshall, Billy Hinman, Rufe
Hodgeman, George W. Barhydt and Horace Ellis. From the 24th Michi-
gan came Theodore Bache, Lyman Blakeley, Henry Brown, Anthony
Eberts, William Funke, Ed. Gore, Theo. Grover, James Gunsollis, John
Happey, Billy Irving, Frank Kellogg, John McDermott, Robert Morris,
George Oakley, John Orth, John Patten, Charles Patten, Robert Reed,
‘Will Robinson, Bill Thornton, Isaac VanDicar, Abe Velie. Of the six
New Yorkers, only four were retained—Frank McCormick, George C.
Barrett, Anse Jillson and the author. (Another one, Frank Root, was ac-
cepted on reapplication in the Fall, after Gettysburg.) There was also one
from the 107th Pennsylvania, Peter Andrews. This was a reinforcement
of 44 men, or rather boys, as very few of them were over 20 years of age,
and brought the Battery up to its working strength again.

My original assignment was to the gun detachment commanded by
Serg’t Frederick A. Chapin. He was an ““Old Regular,”’ a veteran of the
Utah expedition, and one of the best-hearted comrades it was ever my
fortune to know. He was liked by every one who came in contact with
him, and as a soldier he had no superior, having been specially mentioned
for distinguished conduct in every action of the Battery up to that time.
He left the Battery upon the expiration of his five-year term in June, 1863,
and afterward, it was said, became a Lieutenant of volunteers, Besides
Mitchell, McBride and Chapin, the other Sergeants at this time were
James er, Edgar A. Thorpe, James Cahill, Robert and Henry Moore.
Robert M was absent, on either recruiting service or ordnance duty,
and Henry G. McDougall was acting in his place. Among the noteworthy
characters was Serg’t James Mabher, or ‘‘Uncle Jimmy,”’ as he was gen-
erally called by the boys. He was a grim ¢‘Old Regular,’’ having served
several years in the British army, including the Crimean war, before enlist-
ing in our service. ‘‘Jimmy’’ was a typical Irishman, brave, generous,
jovial and. irascible. He served through to the end of the war and some
time afterward, and at this writing lives at Duvall’s Bluff, Ark., whence
he has from time to time written me valuable suggestions in regard to the
make-up of this volume. On the whole, I think it perfectly safe to say
that the non-commissioned officers of Battery B were at this time not sur-
passed in manly character or soldierly quality by those of any other battery
in the world. Every one of them was perfectly capable of handling a
section, or, if need be, the whole Battery in any kind of emergency.

The relief of Burnside and the assignment of Hooker to command the
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Army of the Potomac, while perhaps inspiring the men with that kind of
sardonic satisfaction which proceeds from consciousness that any sort of
change must be for the better, did not create any wild enthusiasm. Hooker
was known to the army as ‘‘ Fighting Joe,’’ a soubrignet which had been
given to him by his old division in the Peninsular campaign. The troops
of the First Corps, whom he had commanded at Antietam, respected him.
But even the capability of enthusiasm seemed to have died out of the army
at this time. It was ready to fight again as it had often fought before.
As a body its superb courage and its stoical fortitude had not diminished,
nor had the enlisted men lost a particle of their self-reliance. But the
rank and file of the Army of the Potomac had begun to consider them-
selves better soldiers than their commanders. Probably the ideal army is:
one in which no such thing as ‘‘public opinion ’’ can exist. But the Army
of the Potomac was not made up of that sort of soldiery. On the con-
trary, every company or battery camp was a community of ‘American citi--
zens, and every log hut in the
Winter quarters was an impro-
vised ‘‘debating society’ of
bright, smart young men and'
boys, for the most part fairly
educated, and retaining, despite’
military discipline, the habits of
free thought and free speech

. which had been bred in their
flesh and bone in the peacefull
days gone by. Hence the Army
was full of public opinion, which

Z was neither slow nor diffident in
5 finding expression; and there
Z were few officers, no matter
= what their rank, who would

g have felt flattered by the average:

campfire discussions in the Win-

A CAmP “DEBATING SOCIETY.” ter quarters of 1862-63.

But through all this discontent, want of confidence and even apathy, ran
a Vein of good-natured cynicism, in which the men reasoned that ¢ ‘ the old
flag was still there,”” and would be found there at the finish right side up
and on top, and that, though it might be through great tribulation, we
were going to whip the Rebels and restore the Union some way, sometime
and somehow in spite of poor commanders, silly editors, scheming poli-
ticians and thieving contractors !

In such a frame of mind the Army passed the time from December to
May in tireless drills, reviews, inspections, fatiéu&parties and all the other
incidents of a Winter camp of preparation for hostilities in the Spring.
Considerable changes took place in the organization of the Army. Burn-
side’s ‘‘Grand Divisions” were discontinued and the normal condition of”
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the army corps was resumed. The First Corps remained under command
of Gen. Reynolds, but Meade’s Division of Pennsylvania Reserves was
transferred to the Fifth Corps, and a new Third Division, under command
of Gen. Doubleday, was organized in its place, consisting also of Pennsyl-
vanians. They were the 121st, 135th, 142d and 151st, brigaded under
Gen. T. A. Rowley, and the 143d, 149th and 150th, brigaded under Col.
Stone. These regiments had all been raised in the Fall of 1862, and had
not seen much service at this time, though they were soon to win high
rank and imperishable renown.

The artillery of the First Corps maintained its former organization, the
batteries being attached to the infantry divisions. The only change was
the detachment of Battery D, 1st Rhode Island, from the First Division.
It went into the Ninth Corps, and we did not see it again. This left Rey-
nolds’s (L) 1st New York, Edgell’s 1st New Hampshire and Stewart’s (B),
of the 4th Regulars, attached to the First Division of the First Corps;
Hall’s 24 Maine, Leppien’s 5th Maine (afterward Stevens’s), Thompson’s
(C) Pennsylvania and Ransom’s (C) 5th Regulars, attached to the Second
Division, with Cooper’s (B), Ricketts’s (F) and Amsden’s (G) 1st Pennsyl-
vania, attached to the Third Division.

The strength of the Army of the Potomac on April 30, 1863, was reported
to be 114,500 of all ranks and arms. But it was notorious that not more
than 82,000 to 85,000 muskets crossed the river to fight the battle of Chan-
cellorsville. The artillery consisted of 57 batteries distributed among the
infantry divisions and 14 in reserve. The total number of guns was 384,
and the personnel aggregated over 7,500 men, most of the batteries being
pretty full-handed at this time.

The artillery which was with the Second, Third, Eleventh and Twelfth
Corps did yeoman service at Chancellorsville, as did also two or three of
the Fifth Corps batteries. But the batteries of the Sixth Corps, for some
reason, cut but a comparatively small figure in the desperate struggle of
that corps at Salem Church on May 4, while the First Corps batteries, ex-
cepting the 5th Maine, shared the inaction of that corps and performed no
service worth mentioning. As for Battery B, it was engaged briefly on the
extreme left at Fitzhugh’s Crossing May 1, and lost two men wounded —
Phil. Frazier, who died of his wounds sometime afterward, and another
man slightly. On May 3, the Corps having been brought round to the
extreme right, the Battery was in action again for a short time near Hunt-
ing Creek Crossing, and had two more men wounded or missing.

The 5th Maine Battery, however, early in the morning of May 3, was
detached from the First Corps and ordered to report to the Chief of Artil-
lery of the Second Corps, near the Chancellor House. There it became
engaged in a most desperate combat, in which it had about 30 men killed
and wounded, including its gallant and accomplished Captain, George F.
Leppien. All the accounts were to the effect that the 5th Maine Battery
covered itself with glory on this occasion, fighting at the closest range
against both infantry and artillery until its ammunition was expended,
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and then saving all its guns and caissons, notwithstanding that its loss of
horses was so great a8 to require some of the guns to be hauled off by hand
with the aid of some men of the Irish Brigade, of the Second Corps, consist~
ing of the 28th Massachusetts, 63d, 69th and 88th New York and 116th
Pennsylvania.

All the artillery that was in action at Chancellorsville behaved splen-
didly. In fact there was no battle of the whole war in which that arm
of the service performed more efficient and decisive service than it did
in arresting Jackson’s advance in the evening of May 2 after the rout of
the right flank of the army. There has been so much dispute about the
proper credit for this performance that it is a delicate subject to deal with.
The best evidence, from careful comparison of official reports, shows
that Martin’s 6th New York, Clark’s 24 New Jersey Battery of Par-
rott guns, Lewis’s 10th New York, Burton’s 11th New York and Hunt-
ington’s (H) 1st Ohio were formed in grand battery of 22 guns by the joint
efforts of Gen. Pleasonton and Capt. Huntington, and that, while they
were forming, a forlorn-hope charge was made by the 8th Pennsylvania
Cavalry, under Majs. Peter Keenan and Pennock Huey, of that regiment,
to check Jackson for a moment to enable them to get in battery and load.
Many anecdotes have been related of this joint forlorn hope of cavalry and
artillery, and it was a staple of campfire gossip for a long time afterward.
The general impression among the troops was that the charge of the 8th
Pennsylvania Cavalry was the most heroic act performed by that arm of
the service during the whole war, and that the behavior of the batteries
above named left nothing to be desired. .

In the conflict of May 3, chiefly involving the Third Army Corps, the
palm for artillery service was won by Frank Seeley’s Battery (K), of the 4th
Regulars, closely seconded by Winslow’s (D) 1st New York and Dimick’s
(H), of the 1st Regulars. The spirit of generous rivalry which always
prevailed among the batteries of the 4th Regular artillery requires that a
representative of Battery B should say that the behavior of Battery K at
Chahcellorsville, in the battle of May 3, was not surpassed by that of any
battery in any battle, and was seldom if ever equalled. Nothing short of
the behavior of Burnham’s Battery (H), of the 5th Regulars, at Chicka-
mauga, or Stewart’s (B), at Antietam, already described, can be compared
with it. And even then it is doubtful whether, all things considered, the
behavior of Seeley and his men was not entitled to the first rank in the
history of the Regular artillery! Because, while Stewart and his men at
Antiétam and Burnham and his men at Chickamauga were fighting with
some hope of success and some chance of victory, poor Seeley and his de-
voted Cannoneers had to struggle in the face of certain defeat and to fight
as they fought and die as they died in the cold shade of foregone disaster.
‘What they did and how they died fills an honorable page in the history of
the Regular artillery, and the only regret is the melancholy fact that
around that page must be drawn a heavy black border of mourning for the
futility of their devotion and their daring. It was not their fault. Poor,
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humble subalterns, Sergeants, Corporals and Cannoneers, as they were,
they did and dared and died in the wreck of Chancellorsville just as
grandly and as gamely as they would have done amid the glories of Gettys-
burg! It wasallthesameatlast. Let old K, of the 4th Artillery, cherish
her record of Chancellorsville. No other battery of the Regular artillery
will ever do anything to make it grow dim!

According to the testimony of his men, Frank Seeley was about like
our pwn Stewart as an officer and a man. Private Andrew J. Miller, who
served in Battery K all through the war, writes aa follows concerning him ;
and all old soldiers will agree that the greatest glory that a company or
battery commander can win is the praise of his enlisted men. Comrade
Miller says :

Lieut. Seeley rose from the ranks, and he was one of those 0cool, brave men
that always *“stood by.” He was a good officer, and his character is above
reproach. I knew him from Yorktown to Gettysburg, where he was badly
wounded at the Peach Orchard. Our battery and Battery B were always on
the best of terms, and we knew all about Stewart—* Old Jock," as they used
to call him. Everything that you boys of Battery B could say in praise of
Sst::lv:;t. we of Battery K would cordially echo in favor of our own Frank W.

‘While the battle of Chancellorsville was going on a number of us
detailed from the different batteries of the First Corps had been abeent at
what was called ‘‘ Dismounted Camp’’ after new horses to replace the rav-'
ages of the preceding campaigns. This detail was made about the middle
of April, and its duties did not terminate until about the middle of May,
80 the men engaged in it missed the Chancellorsville campaign altogether,
which was not a matter to be regretted, as it saved us one defeat !

Our stay there was longer than we had expected, and it was a fortnight
or more before the officer in charge—a Lieutenant belonging to another
battery — could get his complement of horses of the quality he desired.
Returning to camp on the Rappahannock, several weeks were spent in
comparative inaction, watching the manuvers of the Rebel army on the
other side of the river. During this time the Battery was drilled in man-
ual of the piece, school of the section and battery drill, tirelessly, in order
to familiarize the newly-detached volunteers with their duties and to train
the new horses. There was something grand and inspiring in the fierce
clash and clamor of a battery manuvering at a gallop over rough fields,
with the tramp of its powerful horses, the thunderous rumble of its huge
wheels, the shrill blast of its bugles, the shouts of the drivers, the waving
of guidons and the glittering of its polished brass guns in the sunlight.
However, no event of importance happened for several weeks. Gloomy as
was this Winter and Spring of 1862-63 in front of Fredericksburg, it must
not be imagined that the boys failed to divert themselves.

Among other institutions in the Battery was an amateur ‘‘opera,’’
sometimes performing as a ‘‘ minstrel troup,” in which Billy Irving and
Anse Jillson or Tom Price were first-rate ‘‘end men,’’ while sometimes
Packard and sometimes Lon. Priest acted as ‘‘impressario’’ and the author
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a8 ‘‘second tenor.” Five of those youthful voices were stilled forever—
Charley Sprague, at Gettysburg ; Billy Irving and Anse Jillson, at Spott-
sylvania ; Packard, at Jericho Ford, and ‘‘ Brig.”” Johnson in the slow tor-
ture of Andersonville! Another of our diversions was sparring or boxing
with gloves, which Stewart always encouraged, and which formed one of
the regular “ exercises’’ of the Battery. There was no lack of teachers.
Besides Stewart and Davison, who were both accomplished pugilists, there
were Serg’ts Mitchell, Cahill, Fred. Chapin and Jimmy Maher (who had
been a British soldier before enlisting in our Army, and was all through
the Crimean war), of the Old Regulars, and Bill Bartholomew, Tom Clarke,
Pat. Wallace, Lon Priest, Packard, Jim Moore and several others of the
older Wisconsin volunteers. One day the boys were having ‘‘set-to’s”
down near the forage-pile, with Johnny Cook as ‘‘bottle-holder.”” I had
been successful in a small bout with a boy of my own age and size, when

“CuB” KNOCKED OUT.

Serg’t Cahill came down to see the fun. Jim was one of the best men
of his inches in the Army. About five feet eight or nine inches tall, he
was built like a four-year-old bull, and would strip at about 180 pounds.
He had lived nearly all his life in camp, being one of the oldest Regulars
and, literally, a man of iron. Flushed with success, I challenged him to
put on the gloves. The old fellow finally peeled his jacket, put on the
gloves and good-naturedly began ‘‘sparring for points’’ lightly, while I
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tried my best to *‘slug’’ him. I was at this time well grown, five feet
seven and one-half inches, weighed 157 pounds, and could throw hand-
springs over the poles of the guns in park. Jim'’s patronizing way aggra-
vated me, as he let all the boys see that he was only trying to ‘‘ stop ’’ me
playfully, and so I called out, ‘‘Come on, I'm not afraid ; hit me! Let’s
have a good rally !’

¢“Oh,” he said, “you’re nothing but a cub (a nickname, by the way,
which always stuck to me afterward), you’re nothing but a cub ; I don’t
want to hit you.”

Bat I kept teasing him, and finally he said, ‘ Look out, now,’ feinted
with his left for my side and, as I threw my guard down, gave me a
terrific straight right-hander plumb on the point of the chin! I think I
went about 10 feet, striking the ground all in a heap, and probably
‘““gliding’’ & foot or two after I struck. Old Jim thought he had hurt
me and rushed to help me up. In fact I felt of my neck to see if it
wasn’t broken, being completely dazed by the shock! The gloves were
soft and I wasn’t hurt, but if it had been a bare-knuckle blow my jaw
would have been broken sure. ‘‘Old Jim®’ always stood very high in
my estimation after that. With such diversions we whiled away the
dreary days in front of Fredericksburg.



CHAPTER IV. -

ARTILLERY REORGANIZATION — MARCHING TO GETTYSBURG— WE
STRIKE FREE SOIL — FIRST DAY’S BATTLE — CUTLER’S BRIGADE
LEADS OFF —THE BATTERY AT THE RAILROAD CUT — TERRIFIC
SLUGGING AT SHORT RANGE — HEROISM OF OUR INFANTRY SUP-
PORTS— DAVISON AND THE LEFT-HALF BATTERY —STEWART
SURROUNDED AND CUTS HIS WAY OUT— FALLING BACK TO THE

- HiLL—THE SECOND DAY —EARLY’S CHARGE—SPRIGG CAR-
ROLL’S COUNTER-CHARGE—THE THIRD DAY—CuLP’s HiLL—
CoLOSSAL CANNONADE— PICKETT’S CHARGE.

BOUT the middle of May the artil-

lery underwent a reorganization.

Hitherto batteries had been attached

to divisions, and though for some time

an officer had been recognized as
\“Chief of Artillery” of each army
# corps, there had been no actual *‘ corps

artillery.” But now all the artillery
& of the Army was grouped into “bri-
fggades,” attached to the corps head-
\ quarters, or into a general reserve, at-
tached to Army headquarters.

At first batteries were attached
directly to infantry brigades—one
battery to each brigade—and they
camped and marched and fought to-
" gether. This was in turn superseded
'by the system of ‘‘divisional ar-
tillery,”” in which two or three bat-
. teries were attached to each infantry
division forming part of it, and under the orders of the Division Com-
mander. This system held sway until changed to the corps system, where
all the batteries belonging to an army corps were grouped into what was
called the ‘‘ Artillery Brigade.”

For administrative purposes the Artillery Brigade was a distinct or-
ganization, having a commander, who was called the ‘‘Corps Chief of
Artillery,” with staff arrangements of their own about the same as a
regiment of cavalry or infantry would have. The batteries, however, re-
mained to a eertain extent independent as to action, and were assigned to
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temporary service with divisions,and even with brigades, when expedient.
No effort was made to keep batteries of the same artillery regiment to-
gether, Regular or volunteer. In fact, it was the policy to keep them in
that respect separated as much as possible. The Regular artillery, as is
well known, consisted of five regiments of 12 batteries each, and these
were scattered all over the theater of war, serving with every army from
the Potomac to the Mississippi. In the volunteer artillery the States had
followed two different modes of organization. \n some States the volun-
teer batteries were raised as entirely independent organizations, and
numbered 1st battery, 2d battery, etc.; as, for example, those from Maine
or Wisconsin. Other States organized their artillery in regiments, on the
plan of the Regulars, and designated thein by letter; as, for example,
Pennsylvania. New York, Ohio and Illinois had both systems in oper-
ation, keeping up both independent batteries and artillery regiments. If
we consider that the battery is the true unit of service in the field, we may
conclude that it ought to be an independent organization in all other re-
spects. But, as in large armies, artillery officers of higher rank than bat-
tery Captains are needed for the command of the corps brigades, the
artillery reserve, and for handling that arm in masses whenever concen-
tration is desirable, the regimental system becomes necessary to afford
means of conferring suitable rank on such officers in their own branch.
But whether independent and designated by number, or regimental and
designated by letter, officially, every battery soon became known in the
Army by the name of its Captain, and by that title its exploits passed into
history. This became inconvenient and often confusing to the reader of
history, as commanding officers were frequently changed, and with them
the current designation of the battery would be correspondingly altered.
In our case the Battery was known between 1861-65 as ‘‘Gibbon’s,”
¢ Campbell’s,” ‘‘Stewart’s,”” and ‘‘Mitchell’s,”’ thoagh so much of its

work was done and its fame earned under command of Stewart that the

other names are not usunally connected with its history.

Under this reorganization the Artillery Brigade of the First Corps con-
sisted of the 2d Maine Battery, Capt. James Hall ; Battery L, 1st New
York, Capt. Reynolds ; the 5th Maine, Capt. Greenleaf Stevens; Battery
B, 1st Pennsylvania, Capt. James Cooper, and ours, wlneh was the only
Regular Battery in the brigade.

These four volunteer batteries were all excellent organizations, and
haying been without exception raised in 1861, they had become thorough
veterans at this time. Asto excellence of service there can be no invidious
comparisons between them, but in a personal sense there was closer fellow-
ship between us and the Maine boys, particularly Stevens’s, than between
us and our New York or Pennsylvania comrades. This may have been
due in some degree to the fact that Stevens’s battery and ours were armed
alike, both having 12-pounder brass Napoleons, while the other three were
armed with the three-inch wrought-iron rifle, commonly termed the Rod-
than field piece. The exigencies of service frequently required all kinds

|
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of guns to be put to the same uses; but, as a rule, whenever there
was opportunity for choice, the rifle batteries were used for long-range
shelling, while our smooth-bore 12-pounders would be put in close quar-
ters to doctor the charging lines of the enemy with double canister. But
the rifle batteries frequently got in close quarters, where they also used
canister with effect, though they could not load and fire quite as rapidly as
the smooth-bore batteries could ; while we, in turn, got our share of long-
range shell and shrapnel Business.

Speaking of Stevens’s battery, we used to knéw its boys almost as well
a8 we did our own. There was a good deal in common between us, many
of them being Kennebec lumbermen, as many of our boys were Wisconsin
lumbermen. Besides Capt. Stevens, there were Lieuts. Clark and Whittier,
Serg’ts Hunt, Jim Bartlett and Ed. Stevens, together with George Whittier,
the Lieutenant’s brother or cousin, who was sometimes on detached duty
at headquarters with me later than this; Jim White, the two Woodbury
boys, Charley Crane, Al Harmon, John Murphy, Ben Morse, Ed. Stearns,
Ike St. Clair, Hank Hamilton, Charley Cook, Bill Brown, and two or three
other Browns, Mike Hickey, a typical Irish soldier, Dave Black, Bill
Towne, Con Powers, Hiram Paul, Andy Welch, and many others—but
this is not a sketch of Stevens’s battery. Reynolds’s was known among
the New York troops as ‘‘the Rochester Battery,” from being mainly raised
in that city. Just now there occur to me the two Buell boys, Austin and
Melville — distant relatives of mine —Serg’t George Sill, Mosier, Nelson,
Ganyard, Chapman, Lieuts. George Breck and Wilbour, etc. Stewart and
Stevens were always great friends, being doubtless more intimate than any
other two battery commanders in the brigade.

The enlisted men of the artillery at this time were personally armed
with sabers, a clumsy weapon and perfectly absurd, because it was of no
use, and, when worn, was always in the way. The artillery saber was
‘more curved than even the cavalry sword, which increased its uselessness
and unhandiness.

A more ridiculous spectacle can hardly be imagined than a Cannoneer
sponging and loading in the position of No. 1, or running back and forth
between the gun and ammunition chest as No. 5, with a long, crooked
cheeseknife in a heavy scabbard dangling at his hip and getting between
his legs to trip him up. Moreover, the only need a Cannoneer could ever
have for a personal weapon at all would be when charged by infantry at close
quarters, and in that case the old crooked, dull saber would be about as
useless against a musket and bayonet as any incumbrance that could be
devised.

The true side-arm for enlisted artillerymen is the revolver, and they
should never be required to carry any other. The non-commissioned offi-
cers of artillery — that is, the Sergeants— were provided with revolvers
from the start ; but it was not until 1863, and after a number of batteries
had been run over and captured, that our slow-going ordnance authorities
concluded to serve out revolvers to the Gunners and Cannoneers, and even
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then many batteries never got them at all. Our Captain was too old and’

"practical a soldier not to see the absurdity of the saber, and so we were-
never incambered with it in battery drill or in action ; but they had to be-
kept along, as the regulations required if; and so they were carried in the
wagon. We had to keep them and their scabbards bright, which involved
work that might better have been expended in grooming the horses or-
taking care of the harness and guns. However, the sabers had to be kept
on hand for the satisfaction of the inspecting officer when he came round'
once a month. .

The volunteer batteries in the First Corps Brigade generally had the:
advantage of us in number of men present for duty, they frequently hav-
ing as many as 130, while we seldom exceeded 100. This was owing to-
the fact that they could always get recruits from home, and each battery
had more or less of local reputation where it was raised, which facilitated'
recruiting ; whereas we had to depend on detached men from infantry regi-
ments in the corps, and could not always get them, particularly after the-
Battery had begun to get its name up for desperate fighting and appalling-
losses.

During this time the First Corps held the left of the army, camping:
along the Belle Plaine Road as far back as White Oak Church, and made
no movement from the end of the battle of Chancellorsville till the middle
of June, when it broke camp and marched to Bealeton, where it halted to
observe the fords on the roads leading to Culpeper, where Longstreet was-
understood to be with his whole corps. In the meantime Pleasonton’s:
cavalry was active, and had a desperate fight at Brandy Station, just be-
fore our arrival at Bealeton, in which a horse-battery (Martin’s 6th
New York) had suffered heavily and gained great credit. From this-
place we withdrew slowly by way of Manassas, through Centerville, to
& point on the line of the Alexandria and Loudoun Road, called ‘‘Hern--
don’s,” where we camped two or three days. From there we moved rap--
idly to the Potomac, at Edwards’s Ferry, where we crossed on the 25th and-
marched up the east bank of the river and halted in front of the old battle-
field of South Mountain. It was now rumored through the camp that the-
main Rebel army was moving up the Cumberland Valley into Pennsyl-
vania.

In front of us was South Mountain, Crampton’s Gap on our immediate-
right, and just over the ridge was the Valley of the Antietam, where our
Battery had lost its Captain and 40-odd men killed and wounded, and 30
or 40 horses killed or disabled a few months before. We remained near
Middletown the 25th and 26th, and on the 27th fell back through the gaps.
toward Mechanicstown, where we arrived that night. It was by this time
well known to all the troops that Lee’s army was moving up the Cumber--
land Valley, on the other side of the mountain from us, and we used to-
watch every gap in momentary expectancy of seeing the head of a Con-
federate column debouch from it.

As we moved slowly northward, rumors of Lee’s operations in Penn-
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sylvania filled the camp, and there was among the men a universal feeling

<of distrust as to the capacity of Gen. Hooker, who was still in the command
-of the Army. The men had confidence in themselves, and were sure they
‘could whip the enemy if, as the veterans used to say, ‘ The President
would only give us a commander who would fight at least one battle to a
finish.”

There was something pitiful in the average sentiment of the rank and
file of the glorious old Army of the Potomac at this time. The prevailing
‘idea among the old soldiers — and it formed the staple of camp talk — was
that the Army was being murdered by inches. They had always been
ready and anxious to fight. When beaten they had believed that it was
because of bad handling by their commanders. Even McClellan, for whom
‘the veterans generally had a warm side, was criticized. They thought that
if they had been allowed to follow up the Antietam affair vigorously, Lee’s
-army would have been hopelessly crippled, if not destroyed, on the north
.gide of the river. But they always found an excuse for “ Little Mac,”’ in
that he hated to put his men in unless he was sure to win, and that, what-
-ever happened, he would never get them murdered in hopeless enterprises.
As for Burnside, they execrated him. No epithet could be severe enough
to express their sense of his folly and stupidity. They always spoke of
Fredericksburg as a ‘‘massacre.”’

Hooker they admired to a certain extent, but there was hardly a sol-
dier in the ranks who did not know that the whole First Corps and part of
the Fifth, embracing some of the oldest and best troops in the Army, had
hardly been permitted to pull a trigger at Chancellorsville, and it is
hard to convince such men as the old First Corps was made of that they
«could not have made some impression on the fortunes of the day if they
had been put in on the right of the Third Corps after Pleasonton and
‘Sickles had checked. Jackson’s attack. Knowing, as they did, that the
‘Commander-in-Chief had not fought them to the best advantage at Chan-
-cellorsville, it was most natural that they should distrust his ability to
handle them in the forthcoming great battle on our own soil, on the result

-of which the whole issne of the war was not unlikely to depend. The

Antjetam campaign, though fought on soil under Union control, was not
‘regarded by the troops as really an invasion of the North. Maryland was
amore than half Rebel, anyhow, and none of the troops from the Northern
and Western States had much sympathy with her people. But Pennsyl-
vania was held in altogether different estimation, and the thought of fight-
ing a big battle on her soil inspired the men with an altogether novel sen-
timent. Reports were coming to us every hour giving what in the light of
later history is known to have been frightfully exaggerated reports of the
numbers and equipment of Lee’s army ; but we believed it all then, and
every man in the Army of the Potomac was sure that he was about to be
matched against a vastly superior Rebel force in a struggle which might
end the war, and they all believed that if it went against us that bat-
tle must terminate the conflict, for it was a common remark among the
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men, ‘‘If we are whipped here, and I pull through it alive, I am going to
mnke tracks for home, and the provost-guard may be —.”’

In view of this state of feeling, it is quite probable that, had the Army
of the Potomac been whipped at Gettysburg as, for example, Pope’s army
was at Manassas, it would have dissolved to all practical intents and pur-
poses. Organizations like our own, and doubtless some of the older volun-
teer regiments, would have held together and made some sort of retreat
toward the Susquehanna, but the heart of the army would have been
broken, and its power as a great fighting unit would have departed to-
return no more.

But there were no forebodings of defeat among my veteran comrades.
The universal expression was the hope that the men would be permitted
to fight the battle to a finish. Any old commander of troops at Gettys-
burg will tell you that he never before or afterward found his men so.
willing to advance or so reluctant to fall back as they were there. The
sole misgiving was about the Commander-in-Chief. No one questioned his
courage, but even the buglers were convinced that he was unable to handle
any larger body than an army corps to advantage, and so the old Army of”
the Potomac moved slowly toward the scene of its most immortal triumph
in a frame of mind that cannot be imagined by any one who was not a.
soldier in the ranks, and that can only be described as a sullen resolve to
whip the fight if each man had to do it all himself.

Such was the state of mind of the Army when, during the afternoon of
June 29, the news sped through the ranks that Hooker had been relieved.
In the First Corps it was at the start reported that Gen. Reynolds had been
put in Hooker’s place, and, of course, there was wild enthusiasm ; for no-
commander in any army ever had the respect and affection of his men to a
greater extent than Reynolds had of the men of the old First. But later
in the evening Stewart announced informally that the command of the
Army had been conferred on Gen. Meade, of the Fifth Corps. He did not
say much about Meade, except that he was ‘‘a rattling fighter,”” and would
‘‘give old Lee a bellyful before he got through with him.”” But we all
wanted Reynolds—at least in the First Corps ; and most of us who survive
believe that if he had been in command, and had not been killed as he:
was, Lee would have had a much livelier time getting back into Virginia
than he did.

‘We moved at daybreak the next morning, passed through the village
of Emmittsburg, and about noon halted with the head of our column at a
bridge across Marsh Creek. Here we remained during the afternoon and
night of June 30. While we lay there Gen. Buford’s division of cavalry
passed up the road toward Gettysburg. They had plenty of news for us,
and it was of an exciting character. They would sing out as they rode by,
‘‘We have found the Johnnies; they are just above and to the left of us,
and the woods are full of ’em.”’

Of course but few details could be got, as the cavalry was moving
rapidly, but Devins’s Brigade made a brief halt in the road on our front,.
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-and some of the 6th New York men told us that they had tried to go to
‘Gettysburg early in the morning by a shorter route, and had encountered
:a large force of Confederate infantry, which had compelled them to turn
back and come round by Emmittsburg. The Colonel of the 6th New York
‘told Stewart that there was no doubt but that Lee’s whole army was in
front of us, and that they — the cavalry — were advancing to bring on an
rengagement. The known proximity of the enemy in great force, and the
«certainty of an immediate battle, which every one said was bound to be
-the greatest and most desperate yet fought, began to have a perceptible
-effect on the men.

They were a little more serious than usual, and there was less chaff
and badinage among them. That wasall. No one could detect the least
.appearance of apprehension on the part of any man or boy in the Battery.

The night of our halt at Marsh Creek occurred one of the unpleasant
-things in the history of the Battery. Frank Noble, one of the best boys
‘we had, went to a neighboring farmhouse to get some canteens of milk.
"The farmer, who was doubtless an ‘‘ Adams County Copperhead,” as we
‘used to call them, demanded an exorbitant price. Frank got angry at
“this, went to the farmyard and milked one of the cows himself, bringing
‘the milk to camp. The farmer followed and reported him. This perplexed
:Stewart, because Frank had been severely wounded at Antietam and had
“but recently returned to duty, and Stewart always hated to punish one of
‘the Antietam veterans. However, the general orders against marauding
-of any kind were terribly stringent, and the Old Man knew that if he failed

to take notice of the complaint it would be carried to higher authority,
doubtless with much worse consequences both to Frank and himself. So he
ordered Frank up on the caisson, which satisfied the complainant. But
the boys all sympathized with Frank and gathered about him to express
“their sentiments. Stewart ordered them away, but they were sullen and
for a few moments it seemed as if there was going to be confusion at least,
if not worse trouble, which would have been terrible in a Battery with
such a reputation for orderly conduct and good discipline. But good coun-
sels prevailed, and after a little vehement language and a trifle of insub-
-ordination the men obeyed. Frank took his punishment sullenly, and
mnothing more came of it. But he never got over it, and the next January,
when he veteranized, he left the Battery and returned to his regiment. No
doubt he feels different about it now.

‘Whatever may have been the feeling in other Corps of the Army, it is
safe to say that every man and boy in the First borps, from Gen. Reynolds
to Johnny Cook, our Bugler, started in that July morning to whip! There
was a curious sensation among us when one of the Sergeants of Cooper’s
Battery (B, 1st Pennsylvania) came up the road about daylight on some
errand or other and remarked to some of our men who were in the road,
‘‘ Boys, don’t forget that this is free soil! We are now about half a mile
north of the Keystone State line !”” Being further interrogated, this sturdy

‘Sergeant told us that his own home was not more than 10 or 12 miles
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away —in the direction of Hanovertown—and he said: ‘ Youn are Wis-

consin, Indiana, Michigan and New York boys, and maybe you don’t know

how a Pennsylvanian feels when he may have to fight to-morrow in his

mother’s dooryard !”” It is not nec-

essary to remark that we all assaured

this stout Pennsylvania Sergeant of -

Cooper’s Battery that Wisconsin,

Indiana, Michigan and New York |

“ would stand by him until h—I1

froze over! And then, if necessary, 1
]

perish on the ice!!”’
The last thing we did the night
of June 30 was to draw three days’
cooked rations, and when we were '
packing our haversacks Corp’l Pack-
ard said: ‘‘See here, ‘Cub,’ you |
want to hang onto that grub, my !
son, because we shall probably be -
fighting up here for two or three 1,
days, and you can’t get any more ¢ You BET WE WILL STAND BY Y0U.”
while that is going on.”’

‘We were turned ont the next morning about daybreak, harnessed up,
and, after crossing the creek, halted to let the infantry of Wadsworth’s
Division file by. There was no mistake now. While we stood there
watching these splendid soldiers file by with their long, swinging “ route-
step,” and their muskets glittering in the rays of the rising sun, there
came out of the northwest a sullen ““ boom ! boom ! boom ! ?’ of three guns,
followed almost. immediately by a prolonged crackling sound, which, at
that distance, reminded one very much of the snapping of a dry brush-heap
when you first set it on fire. 'We soon reasoned out the state of affairs up
in front. Buford, we calculated, had engaged the leading infantry of Lee’s
army, and was probably trying to hold them with his cavalry in heavy
skirmish line, dismounted, until our infantry could come up. They said
that the enemy had not yet developed more than a skirmish line, because
if he had shown a heavy formation Buford would be using his artillery, of
which he had two or three batteries, whereas we had thus far heard only
the three cannon shots mentioned. These apparently trifling incidents
show how the men in our Army were in the habit of observing things, and
how unerring their judgment was, as a rule, even in matters of military
knowledge far beyond their sphere or control.

But my eyes were riveted on the infantry marching by. No one now
living will ever again see those two brigades of Wadsworth’s Division —
Cutler’s and the Iron Brigade—file by as they did that morning, The
little creek made a depression in the road, with a gentle ascent on either
side, so that from our point of view the column, as it came down one slope
and up the other, had the effect of huge blue billows of men topped with a
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spray of shining steel, and the whole spectacle was calculated to give nerve
to a man who had none before. Partly because they had served together
a long time, and, no doubt, because so many of their men were in our
ranks, there was a great affinity between the Battery and the Iron Brigade,
which expressed itself in cheers and good-natured chaffing between us as
they went by. “Find a good place to camp ; be sure and get near a good
dry rail fence ; tell the Johnnies we will be right along,”” were the saluta-
tions that passed on our part, while the infantry made such responses as
‘‘All right; better stay here till we send for you; the climate up there
may be unhealthy just now for such delicate creatures as you,”’ and all
that sort of thing. It was probably 8 o’clock when the last brigade had
passed, and then we got the order to march, moving with Doubleday’s
Division. As we moved up the road we could see the troops of the next
division coming close behind. By this time the leading regiments of
Wadsworth’s infantry had got on the ground, and the sounds of battle
were increasing rapidly.

‘Wadsworth’s Division consisted of two brigades. The First was the
Iron Brigade, composed of the 2d, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin, 19th Indiana
and 24th Michigan. The Second was Cutler’s Brigade, composed of the
7th Indiana, 76th, 95th, 147th and 14th (Brooklyn) New York and 56th
Pennsylvania. It happened to be the turn of Cutler’s Brigade to lead the
column on the morning of July 1. Comrade E. R. Graham, of the 56th
Pennsylvania, now living at Grand Pass, Mo., writes as follows concerning
the order of advance from Marsh Creek :

The first infantry regiment of the Army of the Potomac to enter the State
(of Pennsylvania) was the 76th New York, under Maj. Grover, followed in
order by the 56th Pennsylvania, commanded by Brevet Brig.-Gen. J. W. Hof-
mann ; 147th New York, Lieut.-Col. F. C. Miller; 14th Brooklyn, Brevet Brig.-
Gen. E. B. Fowler, and the 95th New York, under Maj. Edward Pye. The 76th
New York, 56th Pennsylvania and 147th New York formed on the right of the
Railroad Cut, facing west in the order indicated, and the action was begun by
the 56th Pennsylvania, followed instantly by the rest of the command.

The Second Brigade was very proud of Stewart’s Battery, and supported it
in action as often as any other troops.

A careful survey of the ground occupied shows that the division crossed
the State line the night before, when the Iron Brigade was leading, the 6th
‘Wisconsin in front. But the 76th New York was the regiment which led
off for Gettysburg the next morning, when Cutler’s Brigade took the head
of column in the order of alternation that was obeerved by the respective
brigades.

The sounds of the cavalry fight had been distinct ever since we left Marsh
Creek — a fitful crackle —but now we heard fierce, angry crash on crash,
rapidly growing in volume and intensity, signifying that our leading in-
fantry — Cutler’s and the Iron Brigade—had encountered the ‘‘dough-
boys’’ of Lee’s advance. It iswell known that the men of the Iron Brigade
always preferred slouch hats (Western fashion), and seldom or never wore
caps. At the time this heavy crashing began we were probably half way




“THE OLD SLOUCH HATS.” 65

up from Marsh Creek, and, as the Battery was marching at a walk, most of
us were walking along with the guns instead of riding on the limbers.
Among the Cannoneers was a man from the 2d Wisconsin (John Holland)
who took great pride in the Iron Brigade. 8o, when that sudden crash !
crash ! crash! floated over the hills to our ears, John said, with visible
enthusiasm, ‘‘Hear that, my son! That’s the talk! The old slouch hats
have got there, you bet!!”’

Now the artillery began to play in earnest, and it was evident that the
three batteries which had preceded us were closely engaged, while the
musketry had grown from the crackling sound of the skirmishing we had
‘heard early in the morning to an almost incessant crash, which betokened
the file firing of a main line of battle. Just before reaching the brow of
the hill, south of the town, where we could get our first sight of the battle
itself, there was a provoking halt of nearly half an hour. We could hear
every sound, even the yells of the troops fighting on the ridge beyond
Gettysburg, and we could see the smoke mount up and float away lazily
to the northeastward ; but we could not see the combatants,. While halted
here Doubleday’s Division passed up the road, each regiment breaking into
double quick as it reached the top of the hill. The Eleventh Corps also
began by this time to arrive from Emmittsburg. Finally, when the last of
the Second Brigade of Doubleday’s (Stone’s) had passed, we got the order to
advance again, and in two minutes the whole scene burst upon us like the
lifting of the curtain in a grand play. The spectacle was simply stupen-
dous. It is doubtful if there was ever a battle fought elsewhere of which:
such a complete view was possible from one point as we got of that battle:
when we reached the top of the hill abreast of Round Top.

The Battery kept moving rapidly to the front along the Emmittsburg:
Pike until it arrived at a cross road or farm lane leading toward the Semi-
nary, when it turned to the left and shortly after halted in column a little:
to our left of that building and just on the crest of the ridge. The Battery
remained here perhaps an hour, when it was relieved by Stevens’s 5th
Maine battery and proceeded at once to form ‘‘by half-battery’ on both
sides of the Railroad Cut, on the ridge nearest the town, and abreast of the:
Thompson House. The formation of the left half-battery was open order,
and the three guns fronted about half the space between the turnpike and
the railroad, the caissons taking cover of the buildings and the rear slope
of the ground. Lieut. Davison commanded the left half-battery, and had
with him Ord. Serg’t John Mitchell, Serg’ts Thorpe and Moore, Lance:
Serg’t McDougall, and about 42 Corporals, Drivers and Cannoneers.

Our guns pointed about due west, taking the Cashtown Pike en echarpe.
The right half-battery was in line with us on the north side of the cut. Its
right gun rested on the edge of a little grove, which extended some distance
farther to the right, and was full of infantry (the 11th Pennsylvania) sup-
porting us. There was also infantry in our rear, behind the crest and
in the Railroad Cut (the 6th Wisconsin). One of our squad volunteered
the facetions remark that these infantry “were put there to shoot the re~

5
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cruits if they flinched,” for which he was rebuked by Corp’l Packard, who
told him to ‘‘see that he himself behaved as well as the recruits.”” As
Stewart commanded the right half-battery in person, he did not have much
to do with us, directly, during the action that followed.

At this time, which was probably about noon, all the infantry of the
First Corps, except that massed immediately about our position, together
with Hall’s, Reynolds’s and one of the cavalry horse-batteries— Calef’s—
had been struggling desperately in the fields in our fromt, and for a few
moments we had nothing to do but witness the magnificent scene. The
-enemy had some batteries firing down the pike, but their shot—probably
canister —did not reach us. In a few minutes they opened with shell from
‘a battery on ahigh knoll to the north of us (Oak Hill), and, though at long
range, directly enfilading our line. But they sent their shells at the troops
‘who were out in advance. We stood to the guns and watched the infantry
-combat in our front. Over across the creek (Willoughby’s) we could see
‘the gray masses of the Rebel infantry coming along all the roads and deploy-
ing in the fields, and it seemed that they were innumerable. At this time
'some 200 or 300 Rebel prisoners passed by our position on their way to our
rear. They were a tough-looking set. Some had bloody rags tied round
‘their limbs or heads, where they had received slight wounds.

In the mean