1957

ng Post August 21,

eny

Charleston Ev



4 Saved From “Scrap “Pile

Affer ‘I:he-close of the war it
was purchased and sent with other
exactzweight guns and’ war equip-
ment o'>the Phoenix. Iron Works
‘m v'I;genton »to be. imelted and
iash?\qmﬁd into, thu;gs Jfor other

ses f‘{han warfare. Someone
recognizéd the old ‘gun in the scrap
| pite. Through-sthe - efforts iof a
number of patriotic c}tlzens it was
lsaved and became the (property of
Ithe city. It was then placed upon
jits granite pedestal which was “de-
‘sxgned by Isaac Broome -ceramic
'sculptor, who was employed at the
Etruia Works at the stone*bridge,
'North Clinton Avenue. .
E Those who were instruméntal in
‘saving’ the gun soon foundj that
their work in having the cits: take
over its preservation was not ap-
precxated on all side<,™The¥% ~Ye-
cewved no grand ovation nor A un-
animous vote for the preserrt tion

of bouquets of roses. For "Ssame;-

time" there were many w'ho
scoffed at the proposition, de-
claring the gun was not at the
“Swamp Angel.” However, pass-
ing years proved that they were
wrong. . ) .
For years after the war had
| closed visitors came to Trenton to
view the relic. Among them .was
[Lieutenant Charles Sellmer of the
U. S. Army, commander of the

artillerymen who handled it. *Sell-|.

mer identified the grim monster as
the ‘‘Swamp Angel” largely by a
fracture he had seen in it when it
iwent out of commission. -, .

The claim made for it-concern-
jing gas shells adds historic value
'to its stature, and ‘calls for .a

special tablet with appropriate in-;

formation to be placed Jupon Tits
redestal. When that®time’ arrives,

perhaps the belated dedication oif
i

the gun will be held.

The “Swamp Angel,”” Clinton
Avenue and Perry Streets, Tren-
on's Big Bertha of the Civil War,

VM e - o

fountain for horse‘.;at the basz
of the granite pedestal There

have been many changes™in the

s sho™ tep, as it appeared in | locality since this, “hoﬁggra‘bh
891. 2" the “‘elaborate, old | was *taken. + picture
tyle ,posis on either . mde' shows the relic’as appeared
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ﬁ ncy _A. Gillmore” who has
‘alfeady been mentioned, wag, the

t ; }gx. 3% father ‘of’ Captam mntgy O Gul-
id

Daia ‘On, «Cﬁgl @ar Rélic: Brougbt To Light As.' _;’?.;’;an, Years. ‘}‘;‘;“ on Fogdent

. . i m W Jersey. Natlongl Guard

Old Intemew,Is Uneaﬂhed Rebels South :J TR 410 de camp bt Genert i

5 er,n Leader Xngered By Attack

¥ 'ilarrs"nm“l l;d(more

The {‘Swamp Angel"“known as’
an exght inch, 200 pounder, Parott .
~fired its ,shells, in, 1863,

Tor P
s a‘%o yesterday gas
used lor the

posmén in the marshes outsuie

3 get, ‘interview by the Magazme‘
¥ \_n)no-l “"Trenton” is reproduced here
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“Later the ‘same year in August,
General Gﬂlmore of tpe ‘Umon'
Army, se commuméat {1
-General | au.regard &rmn‘)an Vs

5%

e

number of ~years igo‘ m
aps‘}you have guessed
"The''old monster¥fésts S
on qts gramte pedestal at nton
Avenue and Per,ry Streets where
it was placed thhout ceremony in
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ﬁnless thxs
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--already £s-
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as for fi t tlme L
R agamst the,Canad.l

troops 't thmgs are got always ~¥.£
what” they seem and the old gdage’, an

“‘There. is nothing new under t.he
phesdo many:things that ﬂ;e

Ke granted"’as being new. B

an k
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stold’the’ ;Urﬁcmwsol

3 jn@cthe
en unawares|;

e '-~
*h %exdy Liguten
é¥'World War
"ge m 4
al.gst poxsonous “fumes
y. It .was “pon-| :
uﬁ &J&e #®e the r:}aga- i
zing’ enton, arch :1931,} but| 47
for,: :sozﬁe Careusonof othery™ it
aroused no local comment. . 'I'he nenc
article /is based on an mterwew 34 3‘!{
William, Duncan, a, Philadelphia ter;dnd 6&?\
newspapérman, had with Colonel sﬁell‘s@lﬁlme th
Leidy,’ which was pubhshed in the fired: ﬁorpz«s% _

17, 1931,

32’ g

g,the sigge of Char.e~tpn from It
-is of that city. The story as “told byl;
I’onelJ..exdy and quoted from the

‘I‘ren- from "the latter. It reads as fol- Sl

o*"lEe

[ posxtlon in the battery where itf:

i, -1863,7it wa of a,class numbered|'

dtnore"durmg the’ tlme,gf the atfack!
on Charleston ‘was Genéra) William
S. . Stryker, author of *'The’ Batdes|
bf Trenton and Princeton” and oth- ¢
historical ‘warks, who for’a long
was ‘Adjutant General of New

é
g
1
i

l

hl com-
in"the attack of
was the father

" planting of the big gun in'
uth Carolina swamp land:

y engineering fea‘tst
r. After the site for(
! upon, the work of.

constructmg a two and a half mue
trestle-work roadway: of heavy tim-
ber to it-was commenced; Sound-
ings were made with a 30-foot iron|.
rod and in some places the watery~
mud “was found to be 20- feet m
depth.' ¢ - EE RN
’Tye buﬂdmg of the’ battery was
then started On a foundatxon of.
pﬂmgs’aignven .into ‘the mud *
platform ‘6f ‘crossbeams was bu11t :
i .platform 13 000 sand
ghmg 800 tons, together;
Las’R .pro-
Th%% parqpef‘wjé'"s“"arso‘
JJ“
3 orI_g om, th founda on@t
one under dxrec

“

Lﬂi—.e i

O}'k on the wﬁole pro;ect
g‘un early Jn’ August and on
@Jday ot at _month, . the|.
> was ransported across|
!ﬁ% land " and. pladed : sintoli

chrlstened the “Swamp Angel

é )nen ﬁn”blue
"&‘I‘he-*‘Swamp Angel” is a product
rof .the ‘West Point Foundry. Cast

six; ‘The‘Tevulatlon “weight of its|'
kmd was- 16,500 pounds, but the
exact we:ght *‘was given with each
gun. It went out of commission
when the firing of its 36th round,
the vent blew out ot the gun jacket

TRENTON SUMDAY TIMES-ADVERTISER

Trenton, NJ
August 23, 1953
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Excavated Is Center ‘Plank” Sectlon. S s k‘étgﬁ jAt Leff’

Charleston Evenin~ Post
Auoust 2L, 1957




The “Swanip® Angel”, 'the‘-"flrst Uniou‘g' 0
Charleston, .was ‘an 8-mch 200-poun arroft rifle.;

The piece weighed. 416,500 pound
charge of 16 pounds of ‘powde
prOJectlle into the c1ty(,LThe raj

and 35 degrees R
Firing was started durmg {h
1883. Fifteen rounds loaded»,.‘

36th round. It was being" flre
degrees 30 minutes at the time.
The ‘explosion fractured th

on, at léast two occa égp haye .attemp
sessmn £ the weap :

but whether it is the'
one’s guess. .'*'-. - o RS

The Parrotts of thIS penog/ apparentlg had a nasty
habit of exploding and, ac
at least two others w1thm
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