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PREFACE.

The publication of the Official Hecords of the Union and Confederate

Navies in the war of the rebellion was begnn November 1,1894, by the

Navy Department, under authority of an act of Congress approved

July 31, 1894. 'J he plan of publication adopted by the Department

for the compilation includes only the use of snch material a8 may be

certified to be contemporaneous naval records of the war, which is

divided into three series, in the following order of arrangement:

1. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,

hoth Uniou and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the

Atlantic and Gnlf coasts and inland waters of the United States

during the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of ves

sels acting singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of

the world. These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and
llial-,'1'ams.

III this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and

flotillas, chronologically, and, as far as possible, the Union reports of

any events are immelliately followcll by the Confederate reports.

II. The Recond series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond
ence relating to-

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the coJrt

mcncement of' hostilities, and to its increase Iluring the progress of

the war, inclnding the annual and special reports of the Secretary

of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus.

2. The coustruction aud outfit of the Confederate Navy, inelnd

ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports of

the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs (If bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all ves~els, Union and Oonfederate, as far

as can be obtained.

4. Returns of naval anll military property captured by the navies

of both sides during the war.

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above

sections as far as practicable.
IX



x PREFACE.

III. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities Dot specially
relating to the matter of the first and second series.

It is the intention of the Department to introdnce throughout the
volnmes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as
they actually appeared during the war. 1'hese cuts have beeu repro·
duced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the
carefully prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difficulty has been found in colleeting the records, for while
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspondence
between flag·officers and their subordinates is frequently missillg.
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the work
would necessarily be incomplete, and the Department, therefore, has
spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief
actors on both sides. These papers have for the most part been
obtained, and they have been copiously used in the compilation of the
work. The reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly conI
plete. It is to be regretted, however, that the Confederate records are
not equally complete, due to the grea.t <lifficulty found in collecting
them, and also to the fat:t that a large part of the archives of the
Confederate Navy Department was burned at the close of the war.
Frequent careful searches throughout various parts of the country,
conducted by a special agent of the Department, have brought to
light many duplicates of these papers, found among the persoual files
of participants. It is hoped that the" publication will revive the
interest of the participants in the events referred to and lead them to
bring to the notice of the Department the whereabonts of any pap{'rs
bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they Ulay
have knowledge.

The fourth volume of the records (Series I, volume 4), which has
recently been published by the Department, giv{'s the operations in
the Gulf of Mexico from November 15,1860, to .Tune 7,1861; on the
Atlantic Coast from January 1 to May 13, 1861, and on the Potomac
and Rappa"hannock rivers from January 5 to December 7,1861. Fol
lowing the plan of pnblication adopted in volume 4, the present volume
(Series I, volume 5) is divided into two divisions, amI comprises (1)
the reports of operations on the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers
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to the close of tbe war; (2) operations of the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron from May 13 to July 15, 1861. The reports and correspond
ence are placed chronologically in each division, with a distinct heading
for every paper. In the record of events in which both sides took
part, Uonfederate reports (where they could be obtained) immediately
follow the Union reports, while the miscellaneous Uonfederate corre
spondence is placed at tbe end of each division. Reference to the
table of contents will show tbe context of these Confederate papers.
It is believed that the chronological arrangement of the records, ill
connection with the full and complete index to each volume, will
atrord ample means of reference to its contents without other subdi
vision or classification. III reports of special or single events ill which
papers bear specific relation to those events, the chronological order
has been somewhat modified, and such documents have been pla('ed
togethel' in the compilation.

RWHARD RUSH,

ROBER'/' H. WOODS,

Compilerl/.
NAVY DEPARTMENT,

Washington. D. C... March 15. 18.?7.



ORDER OF COMPILATION' OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

SERIES 1.

1. Operations of the Cruiscrtl, 1861-1865.
Union cruisers.

W ....t Ilitlia (Flying) Squadron. undor Aetiug Rear-Aumi....l Wilk.·~. U. S. N .• IIl6"J-HltlJ.
W ,,~t Iu.lin (Flying) Squadron. undor Acling Rear·Admiral Lardu"r. U. S. N .• 1ll63-18ll4.

Confederat" "rull\(lr~ ami \lrlvatoorB.

~. UperutiullI; ill the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, l11lil.
Surreuder of Ihe I'",,,...eol,, ~avy Yard.
Coop"ralion of the ~avy in the re\l"r of Furt P1eken~.

:t Operations un the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, l~lil.

Cooperatiun of thu Navy in tho attempt.. to roliev" }o'urt Sumter.
Abandoumeut anti d68tnlCtion of the Norfolk Navy Yard.
110m.. Squadron. under Flag-Otllcer Pendergrut, U. S. N.

I. Opcrations on the Potomac alHI Rappahannock riven;, 1861-11<(15.

Putomac Flotilla, undor Commander Ward. U. S. N., 186!.
I'utomac Flotilla. under Captain Craven. U. S, N.• I80!.
Putomac Flutilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. N .• 1861-1862.
Putomac Flotllla, und"r Commodore Harwood. U. S. N,.18112-1863.
Potomac Flotilla, nnder CODlmander Parker, U. S. N .• 1863-1865.

5. Atlantic Blockading S'lundrollll, 1861-1865.
AtlanUo lllookading Squadron, nuder Flag.Otll""r Strlnj(bam, U. S. N., May 1:1 to Sept. 23, Hltil,

,,,.,.t India Squadron, under }'lag·Olliccr Pemlergrut. U. So N., 180/'
Naval Defon••" of Virginia and Nurth Carolina, under Flag-Otllcer llarrun, C. S. N.

Atlanti" Dlockadwg 8<luadron. under }o'lag Otllc"r Goill.borough. U. So N .• l86!.
:-Iorth AUanlie Blocka'lInll; Squadron. under Roar-Admlr.1 Goldsborough, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

N,n'll1 Dufon."" of Virginia and North Carolina. und,'r Fl.g-Otllcer Lynch. C. S. N.
James Rlvor Squadruu. under Flag-Ollieer Buchanan. C. S. N.
JaDlo. R1"er Squadron, under Flag-Ofllcer Tattnall, C. S. N.
JaDl,," Rlv"r Flotilla, undor Commodore Wilke... U, S. 1'1.• 1862.

N9"th Atlantic Blockading Squadrou. under Acting Rear· Admiral Leo. U. S. N .• 181rJ-lllGl.
Jamos Uinr 8<lulUlrun, under }o'lag·Ollkt"H l"o1T\lstand Mitehell. C. S. N.
• Naval DefeLlHll8 Inland 'Vatt'~ of North Carolina, under Commander l'lnkney. C. S. x.
• Naval .Iereno.,. Cape }o'ear mvor. Xurth CaNlina, uQder }o'lag-Offioor Lynch, C. 8. N.

North ..I.tlantlo Blocka,IiLlg Squadron. under Rear-Admiral Porter. U. S. N.. 18M-1865.
Jam"" River Squadron, under }'lag·Ol\lccrH Mitchell and Semm.... C. S. N.
• Naval DofenlKlll Capo Fear lUvor. Xorth Carolina.undpr }O·lal(·Ofllcer l'inknoy. C. S. N.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadrou. under Acting Roar·Admiral it.,dfonl. e. S. N., 1865.
South Atlantic Blockading Squadrou,undor Itoar-Admiral Du Pont, U. H. N .. 18UI-I863. .

"Naval Dcfon8C8 of South Carolina and Georgia, undor Flag.Officer TaUlI/ill. C. S. N.
• Naval Dofen.""of Charlooton Harbor, South Carolina, un,lor Flag-Ofti""r Ingraham. C. S. X.

South Atlantic lllockadlngSquadron.under near·Admlral Dahlgren. U. S. N .• I86J-I865.
• Naval Defens... of Charleston Harbor. South Camllna, undor Flag-Otlicer Tucker. C. S. )I.

Naval DefenllCll of Savallnah, Ga.• umler Flag-Oftlcera Hunter and Tattnall. C. S. N.
---- ~~------

"The Confoderate materialundor thlo head Is very' scant. It io therefore hopod that th080 whohavo
nny Confederato naval document.. upou tho oubjeet will communicate with tho Offico of Navul War
lCeconla. Navy Department, WUhillgton, D. C.

X1lI



XlV ORDER 01<' COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1866.
Gulf Blockading Squadron, nnder Flag-Officer Mervine, U. S. N, 1861.
Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer MoKeau, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

"Ml8lil8ippi River DofenlO8, nnder Flag-Officer Holllns, C. S. N.
F..... t Gulf Blockading Squadron, under ];'lag-Officer McKt"'n, U. S. N.,181l2.
East Gulf Blockadlng Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. N., 1862
East Gulf Blockading Sq118dron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey, U. S. N,,1862-1864.
East Gulf lllockading Squadron, under Captain Greene, U. S. N., 1864.
East GnlfnIockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U. S. N.,I864--I865.
West Gnlf lllockading Squadron, under Flag·Officer Farragut, U. S. N., 1862-1863.

Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U. S. N., 1862.
Lower Mi88i18ippi River Defenles, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. 8. N .
• Mobile Defen_, under Flag-Officer Randolph, C. S. N.
Tran8.Mi881181ppl Marine Department, under Major Leon Smltb. C. S. A.

West Gulf Blockading Sqnadron, 'mder Commodore Bell, U. S. N. (all interim), 1863.
West Gulf Blockading Sqnadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S, N., 1864.

" Mobilo Defen8es, under Admiral Buehannn, C. S. N.
.We8t Guif B1ocka'llni; Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U. S. N.,1864--1865.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, uuder Acting Rear·Admlral Thatcher, U. S. N., 1865,

°Mobile Defen_, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. S. N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.
Naval Forcee on Weaoorn Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U. S, N., 1861.
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. N.,186l-1862,

"Mil8118lppi River Defeu_, under Flag.Officer Hollin8, C. S. N.
Naval For""" on Western Waters, ullder Flag.Officer Davis, U. 8. N., 1862.

°Miasl88ippl River Defense Fleet, under CaptAin Montgomer~" C. S. A.
°Mi88i88ippl River Defen_, under Commander It. F. Pinkney, C.H. N
°Mill188ippi River Defenses, undor Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N.

Missl8sippi Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 11162-1864.
Mi8.188!ppl SqUllodron, under Actinf1, Rear·Admiral Lee, U. S. N.,1864-1865.

° Naval Defonses of Red River, Louisiana, undor Lieutenant J. II. Carter, C. S. N.

"The Confederate material under tbls head I. very 8cant. It i8 thereforo hope<I that th080 who
lIavo any Confederate nnval documente upon tll" .ubject will communicate with tllo Office of Naval
War Records, Navy l>epartmont, WB8hington, D. C.
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LIST OF UNITED STATE.'1 VESSELS OF WAR SERVING I.V 1'HR POTOAlAO FLOTILLA
AYD ATLANTIC BLOOKADING SQUADRON DURING THE PERIODS OOVERED BY
THIS VOL UMB.

- -T- - . -------- - ,---
HAlIK. RATS. ITONNAO...·I CLA88. I CR.B:W·I G1;1(8 .

.Adela Fourth ~1~ide-w~~steamer·············.. ···I--7-U1---;
Adolph HugeL..... . .. Fuurth.. . 26ll Mortar achoouer. . • .. 34 3
AlbatnJ6s. .. .. .. Fourt.h... 378 , Screw steamer 1 68 :I

4Dacoetia Fourth... 217 do............ 67 2

Ar1etIa Four~h... l~g Mortar IMlhooner 1 39 3

Aruoatclok . . . .. .. .. I Fourth . . . 507 Serew at.eBmer............. .. .. · 1 94 4
Bailey CoastSurveyachooner 1 12

1Boinbrldge Fourth.. 250 Sailing brig ! 72 6

BaUimore Fourth... 500 Side-whoolateamer : 18 I 1

lIauhoo Fourth... 533 do .. , 00 3

Bibb CoaatSurveyaohooner / ..

Cactu Fourth... 176 Slde·wheelateamer ·.. 1 3lJ 1

CMro....... .. . .. .. Fourth... 6141 Ironclad
1

00 1
l'bimo 1 Fourth... 614 do : 51 1
Caur de Lion , Fourth... no SI<Ie·whoel ateamer 29 3

Commodore Barney 1 Fourth... 513
1

dO ' 168 7

CommodoreJon<l8 ; Fourth 5t2
1

·dO : 103 , 6

CommodoreMorrta : Fourth '" 532

1

dO , 83, 6

Commodore Read 1 Fourth.. 850 do , 81 I 6

Corwin '1' : ' CoaatSurvey ateamer , ' .
CrtUlllder • Fourth. 545 I &-rew steamer '1 8:1 I 7

CumberlaDd I Second.... 1,726 ' Salling aloop ' :!88 I U
Currituck Fourth... 193 Screw steamer. 52 I 5

Dale Fourtb... 566 Salling aloop............ 123 i 15

Dan SmIth Fourth... 149 Mortar schooner..................... 32 1 5

Dona Coast Hurvo)·acbooner......... 11

IlI..m Fourth... 3991 SCrewateamer ] J4

Daylijtht Fourth , do "'1 IllfJ

Delaware Fourth... 3571 Slde·wbool.teamer 57
Don Fourth... 390 Screw ateamer................. .. U4

Dragon................ Fourth... 118 .....do............................... 42

Jma Fourth... 230 Slde·wbeel.teamer.................. 39

Eureka Fourth... 50 SCrewateamer
1

1D
PIag ThIrd..... 1138 do 110

Fuclulia .. .. .. .. Fourth... 180 I..·..do I (:I

Geor«e Mangham...... Fourth... ~4 Mortar scbooner

1

20

lIaniet Lane .•."'''''1 Third..... 619 I Side-whoolatu:uner.... 100
Holiotropo........... Fourth... 238

1

, do 1 00
lloweUCObb CoaatSurvey .chooncr .

Iroquola ! Third..... 1.016 screwsloop 11 1M
laac N. &ymour : FonrLh 133 Side-whoolateamer.................. 30
Jacob Bell Fourth ' 22ll do 4U :

J_town .. .. . . Third ! ll85 Salling sloop. .. .. . . . .. .. . 186 I

Juniper................ Fourth 1 116 Serew steamer....................... 26
Keystone State Third..... 1,381 Slde-wbeelate8mer 133

Klug Philip........... Founb... 500 do............. 14
Lealie Fourth... lUO Screw steamer.. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. 10
IJttJeAda _ Fourth IN do ..•..........•..........•...... 53
lIahaab •••••••• •••••• Third..... 832 Side-wheel steamer , 145

xv



XVI UNITED STATES VE:)SEL~ OF WAR.

Li.t of l·.,it"ll ,slate8 l"tJlj8ela of 11'<11' aerrin!J ill the Potomac Flotilla and At/alltic lilockad
in!! Slluadroll, etc.-Coutiuued,

NA">:. IUTK. !TOSN."K: CLASS.

Matthow YIL~Mar'4.'." FllUrth .. ,1 I:;:! j )If)rtar8c~oo~~;:'.-.-.-.~-.-__ _ .

Mercury ,Fourth 1 18. :;;de·whoelhtoawcr .

Minneaota············· 1 II'ir8t "."1 3,307 Screw frigal11 .
MOCCRSiu _. ..•.. Fourth. __ I 19~ ~"crew stAmmer........... .. . "1

Honticfjllo __ I !?ourth I 655 ._ do ...• - .

Mor.e . I'eurth 513 ~ide·wlwd .tt·ullIcr '

Mount. Vernon _ l"ourth.. 625 Screw steamer. e ••••••••••• " •••••••••

Nanoemoud..... : Fourth... 3~0 Si<lo·whocl .WnlUer .
Nia~ara _ Fir~t ' 4,5b~ I Sen'\\" sl.tmmcr ., , I

~::~f~'::~l~':::::::::::: ~~~~:~::: ..: :~ I::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::.:::::::::
Porry , '" I·'ourt h .. 2MO i Sailing ~rig .

PickctiloatXo.4 , 20 IScrew.wamer ..
I'ickct ooat 1'0.0...... 10 do .

1'0rtHo~·a1. , Thir<l. MO:; Sille.wheel swamer I
!)rlmro8t1 I Fourth .. I 01 Rcrew steamor 1

Quaker City ..•.. :..... St·coIld ' 1. 1000 Side.wheel sWamer 1
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OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAllAN
NOCK RIVERS.

FRO. DECEJlBER 7,1861, TO JULY 31,1886.

Report oj lMutenant Wyman, U. S. Na"Y, of having Q,8811,me!l command
of tlw Potomac Flotilla.

U. S: s. HARRIET LANE,
Potomac River, December 7, 1861.

SIR: In obedience to your order of the 5th instant, I yesterday
assumed command of the Potomac Flotilla.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYlIAN,

Lieutenant, OommaMing Powmac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tM Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding PotonUUJ Flotilla,
of attack upon tM enemy's pickets neat' Freestone Point, Va.

U. S. S. HARRIET LANE,
Off Mattawoman Oreek, December 9,1861.

Sm: I have the honor to report to you that this morning about 9: 30
o'clock, 800ing the enemy's pickets, three camp wagons, and a mounted
officer coming down the road to the southward of l!"'reestone Point
and halting at some buildings near the beach, I directed the steamers
Jacob Bell and Anacostia to shell and bum the buildings. I stood in
with this vessel as far 38 her draft of water would admit to protect
them, in event of the enemy bringing a field battery to Freestone Poin t.

After shelling the buildings and hill and driving back the pickets,
Lieutenant-Commander McCrea. landed with a few men and fired four
houses, which have since bUl'ned to the ground. They contained sut
ler's stores, flour, etc. As eighteen hours elapsed before the fires sub·
sided, J jud~e that the quantity of stores must have been considerable.
The enemy fired but a few musk.et shot.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NafJ1l.
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Report oj Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy commanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting report of ilctiflg Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. sclwoner Dana, 'Ye{}a!"iling affairs on the lower Potomac.

u. S. S. HARRIET LANE,
Potomac Flotilla, December 12, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to report that the enemy have placed. in bat
tery several fieldpieces to the westward of Boyd's Holo and nearly
opposite to Maryland Point. Means have been taken to direct all ves
sels to keep close to the Maryland shore in passing this battery.

At Potomac Creek some work is going on, sounding at night like the
beating of boiler iron.

It has been reported to me that a contraband from the Lower Macho
doc states that on Saturday night last a small steamer sheathed with
sheet iron was brought from the Rappahannock to the Lower Macho
doc on wheels, and is intended to carry goods across the Potomac;
that she had a small gun (howitzer) and was supplied with small arms.
I have taken all precautions at my command as regards her. I enclose
herewith a copy of a report of Master's Mate W. T. Street, command
ing schooner Dana, in which several persons are accused of being
engaged in conveying goods, etc., from Maryland to Virginia.

On reconnoitering the banks of the river this morning, a foraging
party with wagons was discovered on a farm about 2 miles above Occo
quan Bay. Two shells were thrown amongst them, which only served
to drive them out of rangfl.

I neglected to mention that the new battery near Boyd's Hole is sup
ported by a regiment encamped on the farm of Colonel Tayloe and the
farm adjoining, out of the range of our guns.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lie'UUnant, U. S. Navy, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

u. S. CUTTER DANA,
Off Blakistone Island, December 11, 1861.

Sm: Yesterday morning I left B1akistone Island to search the creeks
between Breton's Bay and Piney Island (Point '] for boats that I had
received information had been in the habIt of crossing to Virginia. I
anchored off Poplar Hill Creek, took my small boat, and proceeded up
the creek, but found nothing but a small flatboat that was entirely
worthless. I again got underway and dropped down to Bley Creek, im
mediately opposite to Ragged Point. This creek is a much larger oue
than Poplar Hill and better suited as a place of embarking, there being
a road down to the beach, which had been evidently used lately for that
purpose. I was told on shore that the boats that cross here come from
Virginia. I did not find any boats in this creek, 1101' who the parties
were who are engaged in the business. It being calm, I could not pro
ceed any farther. I concluded to lie there all night. At 8 p. m. I saw
a white light down the river. Supposing it to be the U. S. schooner
Bailey signaling for me, I sent my boat to her, as I could not get
underway. While absent the wind sprang up and ran the vessel up to
me. She proved to be the Bailey, which came to anchor close by. Cap
tain Gray came on board and reported that he had five con~raband
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Degroes on board from Lower Machodoc, Va. He wished me to go on
board and question them, as they had some important information from
there. I accordingly went on board and saw Henry Lewis, belonging
to Dr. BroWD; Parker Smith, belouging to Mr. Dailey, of Kinsalej
Frederick Johnson and Robert Mealy, belonging to Mr. Bailey, and
John Smith, who stated that last Saturday night a small steamboat
was hauled on wheels from the Rappahannock to Machodoc Oreek, on
the Potomac, and that it has a small cannon on board and a hundred
muskets. Smith says it is built of wood and sheathed with sheet iron
and is intended to carry goods across the Potomac, but I received
informa.tion about a month aKo from a contraband that they intended
to come out and try to take my vessel; he also states that they have
pickets on Ragged Point and that [at] the church near Kinsale there are
500 men camped with fonr cannon; all of the contrabands coufirmed
the above. Mr. Gray also received information at Piney Point that
there were goods in a fish house at the mouth of Floods Oreek to be
taken to Virginia. The place being on my station, I proceeded thither
in company with the Bailey, arriving off the creek at 12 o'clock at night,
but not thinking it advisable to land until daylight. After getting an
early breakfast we went on shore with a boat's crew from each vessel
and were met by John Hanson (colored), belonging to Mr. AbbIe, who
gave us the following information: That there were two boats at the
head of the creek, one belonging [to] Mr. T. W. Gough and the other to
Mr. MatinglYl and that they went over to Virginia last Friday night,
rowed by William Dims, belonging to T. W. Gough; John Gordon
(colored), Wat Barnes, John Bradmar, Ned Downs, and Ned Owens, all
negroes. I accordingly took four of my men with four from the Bailey
and went up the creek for the boats. I found them as stated. The
oars were hidden in the woods; the rowlocks are illumed with sheep
skins. I sent the boats np by Captain Gray, who will give you any
information you may desire. The parties who are engaged in convey
ing the goods to VirgiI1ia are T. W. Gough, Mr. Matingly, John Black
iston (Blakistone'l, jr., N. Ford, Mr. Phinick, Mr. Dills, George Simms
and brother, and Mr. Moore. Mr. T. W. Gough also uses his teams to
haul the goods from Leonardtown. This information is from William
Lawrence (colored) and confirmed by all the colored people in the
nmghborhood. .

Waiting for further instructions,
I remain, most respectfully, yonr obedient servant,

WM. T. STREET
Acting Master's Maw, Oommanding Dana.

[Lieutenant R. H. WYMAN,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.]

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON, D. C.]. December 12,1861-8 a. m.
The Stepping f/tones is up from below; went into the Occoquan yes

terday to reconnoiter; was fired at wi th musketry and some fieldpieces,
which was retnrned from a howitzer. Vessel hit by two or three mus
ket balls only; got 3 miles up the creek, and when fired at sent a shell
over the village; got 4! feet water.

J. A. DAHLGREN.
NAVY DEPARTMENT.
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Report of commandant navy yard, Washington, traAB'lnitting report frOM
Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac .Flotilla, t'6{ltwd
the cutting out of steamer George Page.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NA.VY YA.BD,
Washington, December 16, 1861.

SIB: I have the honor to acknowledge the reference to me by the
Depa.rtment of a. volunteer on the part of certain seamen to cut out the
Page.

Not being possessed of the information necessary to form a judgment
as to the practicability of such an attempt, I referred the paper to the
commauder of the flotilla. His answer is herewith enclosed, which I
respectfully submit. I a.lso return the letter of the seamen, and have
the honor to be,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J:No. A. DALGHREN,

Oommand4nt.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary ,oj t1e NafJy.

[Encl08urea.]

U. S. S. HA.RRIET LA.NE,
Potomac Flotilla, December 15, 1861.

Sm: In answer to your reference for my opinion in regard to the
practicability of cntting out the Page, I will flrst give you her present
position as nearly as I have been able to acquaint myself with it.

The enemy, considering tbat the Page was unsafe in Quantico Creek,
have recently taken ller to Chopawamsic Creek, just below the Sbipping
Point, wbere sbe can lay farther up and be better protected. From the
statement of a deserter, it appears that they IIave anticipated an attack
upon her and have thrown up an earthwork and planted a field battery
to resist such, sbould it be attempted, and that quite a large body of
men have been stationed in her immediate vicinity. The Shipping
Point batteries are on the right, and I have every reason to know that
they are very vigilant in these. The steamer's own guns must com
mand the approach. The creek being perhaps 150 yards wide where I
snppose the Page lays, could be well protected by musketry on each
bank. There is also a small island at the entrance, or just within the
entrance of the creek.

From the above, and placed as she is in the immediate vicinity of a
large foree, it appears to me that the chances would be very much
against success, and therefore that it would be impracticable to
attempt it.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy, Oommanding Powmac Flotilla.

Captain J. A. DAHLGREN,
Oom~dQ.nt Navy .Yard, Washingum.

U. S. NA.VY YARD, WASHINGTON,
December 9, 1861.

SIR: We, the men composing Lieutenant FoxhallA. Parker's howitzer
brigade at the Washington navy yard, respectfully ask of you to give'
Lieutenant Parker permission to take us down the river and cut out
the pirate George Page, now lying ill the mouth of Quantico Creek.
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We have every confidence in our ability to do so, and also in Lieu
tenant Parker's skill and bravery, and are willing in a body to fQllow
wherever he leads.
Hopin~ that your honor will take the foregoing humble reqnest into

due consIderation, meanwhile we anxiously await a. favorable reply,
We are, respectfully, your obedient servants,

PETER THOMPSON,
HENRY A. DAVIS,
W. ALLEN,
EDWARD DIRHAM,

Gaptaiu of the OVnB for tMir Bespectil'e Orews.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, .

Secretary of the Navy.

GIDEON WELLES.

Letter from the Secretary of the Na1JY to Lieutenant lVyman, U. 8.
Naf1Y, cQf1lmanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding reported infringement
of blockade.' '

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 16,1861.
Bm: Captain Shore, of the steamer Ohanlberlin, called at the Depart

ment to·day and made the following verbal statement, viz:
I was coming np tho river on Wednesllay laRt; a flag WaR raised on Piney Point

ligh~hol1se,and I went in. Mrs. Marshall, the keeperof the light, wished me to report
ihai flYe or six boat loadB of rebels crOlllled over every night into Virl(inia with
provisioDs, etc.; tl1at there WaR $10,000 worth of goods, ammnnition, clothing, etc.,
in the woods jnst above the light-honse to be carried over. Men came to her every
day and flsked her if any of the United StateR cutters were about, and told her she
had better keep away as they intended to destroy the light-honso. The rebels
have a 8mall steawer In the creek just above Ragged Point which they brought from
}'redericksbnrg.

Captain Shore also states that a small boat with provi8iolls crossed
over at Ragged Point at 12 o'clock, m.

Two of our vessels were lying at Blakistone Island and could have
seen this boat.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

Lieutenant U. H. WYMAN,
Oommancling Potomac Flotilla.

u. S. S. HA.RRIET LANE,
PotMnac Flotilla, December 18,1861.

Sm: I have the honor to report that last evening the enemy opened
a battery of two heavy guns at Boyd's Hol~ the field battery which I
before reported having been withdrawn. Their range extends well
inside the Maryland shore. I have also reason to believe that another
battery is in course of construction in the vicinity of Hoar's [Hoe's']
house, a.cr088 the neck of land which forms the Chopawamsic Creek.
A reconnoissance has been made, but no response to our fire. The
enemy have placed an additional gun on the southern face of the Lower
Shipping Point battery, which has exploded a shell over Sandy Point,

Report of .Liettt~tWyman, U. S. NafJ1/, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding Oonfed.erate batteries at BoyiJJs Hole and Lower Shipping
Point, Va.
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a distance of 2f miles. From what information I can gather I am led.
to believe that the greater part (if not all) of the goods, etc., carried.
into Virginia are brought from Baltimore to the Patuxent.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAB,

U. S. Navy, Commanding Potomac' FI~tiUa.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assi.stant Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding reported location of the enemy's force.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA., December 20,1861.
Sm: The country in the neighborhood of Piney Point and Point

Lookout has been overhauled, and as yet nothing of a suspicious nature
found. There are rumors there that the enemy are collecting quite a
force at Currioman Bay and its branches, intending to cross in boats.
Though I look upon this as mere talk, there will be a lookout kept on
them. The enemy's cavalry scout frequently as far as Pohick Creek,
and show themselves on Hallowing Point, but have not lately been on
the farms below. I have been informed by slaves that a gunning sloop
has been in the habit of passing around into the Occoquan, and selling
whisky, etc. Her name I could not ascertain, but the names of the men
in her were said to be Thomas Hewitt and --- Pearson. Should
she slip by me, information respecting her might be obtained by those
on board the Perry, oft' Alexandria.

From the same source, I am informed that the enemy's force does not
extend on this side of the Occoquan mver, but that they have built a fort
a short distance below the Occoquan Mills (this I have seen myself
some little distance from the road), and also that they are still working
at fortifications.

Their firing from the batteries is constantly kept up, but no damage
done as yet. Last night a schooner was becalmed for nearly two
hours off the Shipping Point batteries, and the damage she sustained
amounted to two holes through her mainsail.

I tllis moment see by a newspaper that the man Hewitt has been
arrested by the Perry.

I applied a short time since for an assistant surgeon for the lower
portion of the flotilla; he is much needed. At Blakistone Island it
was found necessary to place one of the JMob BelVs crew under charge
of a physician on shore, there being no snrgeon below on the Freeborn,
and neither surgeon nor medicine below Mathias Point.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servan~L
_ R. n. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding PotomM Flotilla.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding PotomM Flotilla,
regarding transportation of supplies for his command.

U. S. S. HA.RRIET LANE,
Potomac Flotilla, December 20, 1861.

SIR: I would respectfully suggest to the Department that the pro
visions, clothing, etc., for the use of the vessels of this flotilla stationed
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below the batteries opposite Budd's Ferry be sent from Baltimore and
that one of the schooners (without armament), now stationed below, be
anchored at Liverpool Point, an<J.used as a store vessel.

This arrangement, Ijudge, will not only be more economical as regards
transportation, but most convenient, and will save the risk of running
these stores past the rebel batteries, as also that of tbe communication
by water being cut off by the freezing of tbe river above.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. B. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
lIon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding the detentwn of a party of ladies and children.

U. S. S. BARRIE'!' LANE,
Potomac Flotilla, December 20,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that three ladies and two
children were taken on the night of the 18th in the middle of the river
(below Mathias Point) on tbeir way to Virginia. They assert that tbey
were on their way to join their husbands in Virginia. Their names are
as follows: Mrs. Ellery and child, Mrs. Cant.atore, Mrs. E. Piper and
cbild. Their baggage has been searched and no letters, papers, or con
traband of war found in it. I enclose also their certificate to that
etrect, as also to nothing being concealed about their persons. They
are at present detained on board the schooner Oobb at riney Point,
where they will remain nntil I receive your instructions regarding
them.

I aID, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Commanding Potomac Flotilla,.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

ClJf'tijicate.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Piney Point, December 19, 1861.

We, the undersigned, do give our most solemu word and honor that
nothing contained in our trunks, boxes, or parcels contain any letters,
papers, or articles intended for the use or comfort of the enemy, and
nothing contraband of war, or about our persons.

S. M. OA.NTATORE,
JULIA. ELLERY,
E. rIPER,

Ladies.
Witnesses:

E. P. MCOREA,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

A. J. FRA.NK,
Acting Master, U. ii. !iavy.
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Order of tlw Secretary of tlw NMJy to Lieu~nt Wyma_, U. 8. NMJg,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, to release ladies and children d8taineil
on board U. S. 8c1uxmcf' Howell Oo"b/J.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Decem1Hw21, 1861.
Sm: Your communication of the 20th instant, reporting the arrest of

certain ladies and children while attempting to pass into Virginia, has
been received~ You will release the parties, cautioning them that if
they are again taken in a like attempt they will be held and treated as
prisoners.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tlie Na't'1/.
Lieutenant R. H. WYMAN,

Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.

Order of the Secretary of the NMJ'!/ to Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, relative to protection of building at
Free8tonc Point, Va., encw8ing letter from Samuel Oropley, esq.

NAVY DEPARTllENT, December 21,1861.
8m: I enclose herewith a copy of a communication from Mr. Samuel

Cropley, of Georgetown, D.O., relative to a building at Freestone Poin t
containing his fishing ontfit and asking the Department's protection of
the same, which it is desired you will do, so far as the fiotilla is concerned.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, .
GIDEON WELLF;S,

&cretary of the Na"'1j.
Lieutenant R. H. WYMAN,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Enclo8nnl.]

GEORGETOWN, D. C., D6ceMber 17, 1861.
DEAR SIR: My attention was called to the published report of Lieu

tenant Oommanding R. H. Wyman, of the Potomac Flotilla, who sent
Lieutenant McCrea ashore at the Freestone Point fishing landing,
who set fire to some buildings on said fishing shore.

I immediately went down the river in sight of the landing, to ascer·
tain whether all the buildings were burned. I found one still standing,
and that fortunately contains my entire outfit of seine, rope, etc., of a
value to me of some thousands of dollars. My object ill troubling
you with this note is to ask the favor of you to shield with your pro·
tection that building, which is filled, as stated, with my seine, rope,
barrels, salt vats, etc.

I, for some years, have been the lessee of the Freestone Point fish
ery; am a resident and merchant of this town.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAM'L OROPLEY.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of tke Navy, Walkington Oity.
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LeIter frO'M Oaleb 8. Wright, e8q., to tM Asmtant Secretary oltAe Narry,
offeriflfJ free traR8pOrtation to troops IQf' the capture 01 a battery at
Hallmcing Point.

WILLARD'S HOTEL,
Washington Oity, December 25,1861.

DEAB 8m: I ani the owner of steamers Volutlteer and Reindeer,
running daily from foot of Eleventh street to Rnm Point, on Matta
woman Creek, but am in dread constantly of a rebel battery now or
about to be erected at llallowell [Hallowing] Point, 6 or 8 miles below
}fount Vernon, they having possession there, as rebel cavalry and
soldiers are seen there daily. It is the most (langerous point on the
river, and would be a complete blockade of the river, as vessels draw
ing 6 feet are obliged to pass within a quarter of a mile of the shore.
If the Government desires to land 1,000 men there to protect it, I will
transport them from here or General Hooker's division for nothing,
immediately, if they reqnire it.

CALEB S. WRIGHT.
Mr. Fox.

Report of .Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac FlotWa,
requesting tlie presence of an armed launch in Ohicomuxen Creek.

POTOH.A.C FLOTILLA, December 27,1861.
Sm: To guard against the boats belonging to the enemy coming ont

of the creeks near their batteries and attacking any of our schooners
which may be passing within their reach (1\8 I have no steamer suit
able to place in the Ohicomuxen Creek), I would respectfully request
that I may be furnished from the navy yard a light lannch, with gun,
with gnu crew, and competent officer, and a rough board hom,\e with
stove for their accommodation. My plan would be to place the boat
and crew permanently in Chicomnxen Creek, ont of range of the
enemy's guns, moving her out at night to protect our vessels in passing.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servau~_
. R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hou. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

DECEMBER 28.

There will be no difficulty in providing the lannch, gun, and little
house, but there are 80 few seamen left in the yard that a pressing
emergency can hardly be Illet to man a gun.

Very respectfully,
J. A. DAHLGREN.

Report of Captain Morris, U. S. Navy, commandinfl U. S. S. Pensacola,
sugge8ting means for tlw safe passage ofthat 'De8sel by the rirer batteries.

U. S. [STEAM] SLOOP PENSACOLA,
Off A lexandria, Va., December 28, 1861.

SIR: J am of the opinion that it will be necessary for me to have two
large RCOWS loaded with wet hay to la."h alongside of my ship to pro
tect her machinery going down the river from the batteries. I am
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Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

E. P. MCCREA.
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informed that the Army have suitable scows. If we could procure the
loan of two of them, of about 75 or 100 feet in length each, they would
be of great service to ns for that purpose.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY W. MORlns,

Oaptain.

Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the N 4'lJ'!/ to the Quartermaster
General of the Army, requesting the use of two scows.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 28,1861.
I have to request that you will loan the Department two scows

belonging to your Department, and a quantity of hay to fill them for
the purpose of lashing the scows to the steamer Plm,sacola to protect
her machinery in passing the batteries on the Potomac.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

Brigadier-General M. O. MEIGS.

Order of Lieutenant McCrea, U. S. Na'lJ'!/, co·mmanding U. S. S. Jacob Bell,
to Acting Master's Alate Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. sclwoner
Dana, to proceed to Nanjemoy for assistance.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL, December 28, 1861.
Sm: You will get underway, if possible, and go as near Nanjemoy

shores as possible, and proceed to said shores and inform the officer
commanding the guard that the dispatcheR must be sent immediately
to Oommander Magaw. I am on shore and need assistance.

Should you pass any steamer on the way, you will send her back to
Captain Magaw. If they protest, tell them a military necessity demands
it. If they still persist, make her go.

Yours,

Master's Mate W. T. STREET,
Oommanding Dana.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Fwtilla, relative to the chasing of the steamer
Chamberlin by a steamer below Bagged Point, Potomac River.

NAVY DEPART:ME:oiT, December 28,1861.
SIR: I enclose herewith for your information a letter· addressed to

the Department b:" Captain E. Shore, of the Chamberlin, in which he
states he was chased by a steamer that came out from the Virginia
shore below Hagged Point on the Potomac.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Lieutenant U. H. WYMAN
Oommanding U. S. Potomac Flotilla.

"Not found.
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Letter from the Secretary ofthl!. NOIOY to Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, transmitting e1KJlo8ure regarding Bteamer
George Page.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 28, 1861.
Sm: I herewith transmit for your information a copy of a letter from

Assistant Adjutaut·General S. Williams and also a copy of its enclosure
from Brigadier-General Hooker, in relation to affairs on the Potomac.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Lieutenant R. H. WYMAN,
Oommanding Potomao Flotilla.

[Enclosure.]

HEADQUARTERS ARXY OF THE POTOMAC,
Washington, December 27, 1861-

SIR: By direction of the commanding general, I have the honor to
enclose an extract from a letter received from Brigadier-General
Hooker, commanding our forces on the lower Potomac, which is respect
fully furnished for the information of the honorable Secretary of the
Navy. .

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-Gemral.
Oaptain G. V. Fox,

Assistant S6CTetary of the Navy.
[Subenclosure.)

HEADQUARTERS HOOKER'S DIVISION,
Camp Baker [Md.], December 22,1861.

GENERAL: - • • I have nothing to apprehend in the passage of
Iftores from one to the other from the batteries. From the steamer
Page I have more. She has removed to her old anchorage in the
Quantico, and on any dark night may slip out and pick up some of
onr boats. I shall, of course, take every precaution in my power to
prevent it, but if some of the vessels of the flotilla would take a proper
position above and below the mouth of the Quantico, and near it (which
they can do with impunity any night when the moon is not shining),
they might cnt off her retreat. .

It has been reported to me since dark that a schooner has been
damaged to·day in ascending the river, opposite to Boyd's Hole. If
so, it must have been from the field battery on that shore. Vessels
should arrange to pass along here at night. When last seen [line cut
~~~~ .

I aID, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH HOOKER,

Brigadier-General, Oommanding Divisio'!l..
Brigadier·General S. WILLIAMS

ASNtant Adjutant·General, Washington, D. O.

Report ofLieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
responding to letters received from the Department.

u. S. S. HARRIET LANE,
Potomac Flotilla, December 31,1861.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of letters from the
Department of the 27th and 28th instant, enclosing an extract of a letter
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from Brigadier-General Hooker and a letter from Captain Shore, of
steamer Chamberlin. With regard to the former I would state that the
rebel steamer Page is closely watched by the vessels of the flotilla, that
every protection has been given to army transports, find in some
instances their schooners have been towed by the batteries, and those
vessels without arms furnished with them for the trip. The schooner
Mary Willis, loaded with wood, was struck below the water line on the
22d, by shot from the field battery at Boyd's Hole, and was run on the
flats. I made no report of it to the Department, being in hopes of snc
ceeding in getting her afloat. This v~ssel was hailed and warned not
to attempt to pass the battery by day-by the scouts or pickets at
Nanjemoy-but paid no attention to the warning. Captain [Will. S.]
McClure, of the Indiana pickets in that vicinity, states that when the
captain of this 'vessel came on shore he said he wondered why they (the
enemy) should fire at him; h~ was no damned Yankee.

The report of Captain Shore I am inclined to discredit entirely (but
have instituted an investigation), and believe that he was running away
from one of our steamers, as about that time tlle Jacob Bell visited.
Ragged Point and the Lower Machodoc, where she could discover noth
ing, or it might have been the Murray with two launches iu tow, which
his fears tra'Ilsformed into the rebel steamer. The Herbert and j\lurray
llave beeu sent below on their way out of the river. The letters of dis
charge will bedated by Lieutenant-Oommander McCrea on his delivering
them to them below, and I will inform the Department as soon as I
receive notice of their date of leaving.

I find that the only safe ice harbor below White House is Mattawoman
Creek. Vessels drawing 9 feet can go far enough up that creek to be
perfectly secure from drift ice or the possibility of being carried away
by the ice.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOIl. G. V. Fox,

Asmtant Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla" regarding tugs hired by the Department.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, January 2, 1862.
SIR: I have the hOllor to report to the Department that the hired

steam tugs lIerbert and Murray were discharged and left the Potomac
mver on tile 30th of December. I would call the attention of the
Department to Mr. Charles Bentrick, the master of the Herbert, hav
ing been appointed and still holding the appointment of master's mate.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servan!l~
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. 8. Navy, commandift{/ Potomac Flo
tilla, of attack by U. 8. steamers Anacostia and Yankee, upon Oockpit
Point battery.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, January 3,1862.
SIR: Judging that the battery on Oockpit Point could be enfiladed,

and wishing to obtain a more complete knowledge of the extent of the
enemy's works in that vicinity, I directed the Anacostia, Lieutenant
Commanding Badger, with the Yankee, Lieutenant Oommanding East
man, to stand inside Oockpit Point to the northward and throw their
shells into the battery.

In this they were entirely successful, their shells falling directly iu
the battery, those of the Anacostia being planted with the most admir
able precision; the guns on the extreme point of the battery were at
once abandoned. The only gnns which the enemy could a.t any time
bring to bear were an SO-ponnder rifle gun and a ritle 12·pounder.
Four shots were fired from these as the vessels passed inside of the
battery, one of which, from the SO-pounder rifle, passed through the
port bow of the Yankee and lodged in a berth on the starboard side in
the forecastle, doing no damage except very slightly wounding one of
the crew (Alexander Mitchell, ordinary sea.man) by a piece of lead
from the shell being thrown inboard over the rail. On the enemy fir·
ing their fourth shot, a 9·inclt shell from the Anacostia and a (i·inch shell
from t.he Yankee were exploded under their gun; almost simultaneously
with its flash their gun was dismounted aud they abandoned the bat·
tery. After firing a few more shell the vessels retired.

On Cockpit Point the enemy have now four or five gUllS in battery.
Their heavy gnu has boon remounted and moved to the northern face
of the battery to prevent another attempt at flanking them. A breast
work for another battery has been thrown up, which will entirely pro·
tect them to the northward.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
n. H. WYMAN,

.Lieutenant, Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

8ecretary of the Navy.

GIDEON WELLES.
Oaptain H. W. MORRIS

Oommanding U.8. S. Pensacola, off Alexandria, Va.

Order of the &oretary of the Navy to Oaptain Morris, U. 8. Navy, com·
manding U. 8. 8. Pensacola, to proceed with that vessel to Hampton
Roads.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 9,1862.
8m: As soon as the U. S. steam sloop Pensacola is in all respects

ready, proceed with her to Hampton Roads and there await further
instructions from the Department.

It is important that every precaution should be used to pass the
rebel batteries on the Potomac with safety to the vessel aud those
under your command. The Department relies upon your skill and
upon such means as your judgment may dictate to accomplish this
object.

I am, respectfully, your obedient serva~t,
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Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of tlu: capture of three men.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, January [11], 1862.
Sm: I have the honor to report to the Department that I have sent

to the navy yard three gentlemen, who were taken on the night of the'
9th instant by Lieutenaut Oommanding McOrea, iu attempting to cross
from Maryland iuto Virginia below Mathias Point. Their names are us
follows: Rev. Bennet Smedes, of Ralei~h, N. 0.; Johu E. Rea, of Bal
timore, Md.; George M. Gormly, of Norfolk, Va.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. 'WYMAN,

Lieutenant, C01nmandirlg Potomac Flotilla,.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 11,1862.
Send a vessel to ascertain if the Pensacola, has passed the batteries,

or any of them.
GIDEON WELLES

Secretary of the Navy.
Oommander J. A. DAHLGREN,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Washirlgton.

Report of Oaptain Morr'is, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Pensacola,
regarding measures for the safe passage of tlu: ba·tteries on tlu: Poto
mac.

UNOFFICIAL.l u. S. [STEAM] SLOOP PENSACOLA,
At Anchor off White House Point, January 11, 186'2-2 p. m.

SIR: I left Alexandria at daylight this morning, 808 the pilots did not
wish to run her down at night on account of the tortuous channel, and
anchored here at nearly low water. It will be necessary for us to pass
over the shoal of Mattawoman mud l\t high water,

J shall leave this anchorage to-night at 1 a. m., 80 as to pass the
rebel batteries at moon down.

I have communicated with Lieutenant Oommanding R. H. Wyman,
of the Potomac Flotilla, and made arrangements with him to anchor
some of his vessls at the buoys 011 the Mattawoman mud, with colored
lights up, to enable me to steer by, and also for others to attack the
batteries whilst I am passing them, to distract their attention from me.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant
HENRY W. MORRIS,

Oaptain.
G. V. Fox, Esq.,

Assistant Secretary, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

Report of commandant "al'y yard, Washington, regarding the safety of
U. s. S. Pensacola.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGON, January 12,1862.
Sm: The steamer which I sent down to the flotilla has returned with

neW8 that the Pensacola passed the batteries this morning about 5:30
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Oaptain.
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o'clock. Only two guus were fired from Shipping Point and about
twenty shot 1rom the lower batteries. Captain Wyman, with his usual
forethought, had his steamers at hand to indicate the channel and was
prepared to open his guns if needed. The Pensacola, however, made
no return, and it is believed passed without injury.

I have dispatched another steamer 101' intilrmation, and llave tho
houor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. A. DAHLGREN.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

SP.cretary of tlte Navy.

[Tel8jtY'&m.J

U. S. [STEAM] SLOOP PENSACOLA,
At Anchor u.tf Liverpool Point, Sunday .Morning,

January 12, 1862-6 a. 1n.

W 0 passed the batteries at Cockpit and Shipping points at 5: 45 u. m.
without being hit. They fired about fifteen 8hells at us from the two.
Nearly all of them passed over the ship. Their firing was very good,
but aimed too high.

HENRY W. MORRIS,
Oaptain.

Ron. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oaptain j1forris, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Pensacola,
regarding the safe passage of batteries on Oockpit and Shipping points.

U. S. [STEAM] SLOOP PENSACOLA,
At Anchor off Liverpool Point, January 12, 18(i2-.'j : 45 a. m.

DEAR SIR: We got abreast of Oockpit Point about 4:30 a. In. That
battery fired three shells; the first passed directly over our smoke
Btack, and only a little above it. None of their shot or shell struck us.

In passing the batteries of Shipping Point they fired about fifteen
shot and shells at us, chiefi.y shells; most of them passed over the ship
in a line from the starboard quarter to the aftel' part of the fore rig
ging, and little above the tops. None of our rigging waR injured or
cut away. We did not return their fire at all, as wo did not wish to
indicate our position.

I have written a short telegraph to the Secretary of the Navy aud
given it to Lieutenant Commanding Magaw, who will send it to General
Booker to transmit.

Please send this letter to him immediately.
Very respectfully,

Commander J. A. DAHLGREN,
. Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

N W B-VOL 5--2
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Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD [WASHING'l'ON, D. C.], January 12, 1861 [1862].
The Pensacola passed Lower Sandy Point, below Mathia.s Point, at

10 a. m. all right.
F. A. P AItKEn..

Hon. G. WELLES.

Report of Captain Marris, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Pensacola,
regarding the passage of that vessel down the PotomM.

u. S. [STEAM] SLOOP PENSACOJ.A,
Past Kettle Bottom Shoals, January 12, 18(j2.

. SIR: After passing below Cockpit and Shipping Point batteric!!,
which I did at a quarter before [) o'clock this morning, safely, without
being struck by the enemy's 8hot, I anchored at Liverpool Point to
wait for daylight to proceed on.

I availed myself of this opportunity to write you a !!hort telegram,
which I gave to Li~utenant()ommanding :Magaw, of the flotilla, to scnd
on shore to Colonel [Charlcs K.] Graham, of the Army, to forward,
informing you that we had passed the enemy's batteries and that we
had been fired at fifteen or twenty times, most of their shot passing
directly over us, but none hitting us. We were very much favored b~'

the weather, the sky being slightly obscured by the clouds 80 that after
the moon had set, which was at4:30 a. m., the darkness made us indis
tinct to them, whilst it was not too dark for lUI to see the shore!! of the
river and enable U8 to steer by them and to keep in the channel.

I did not return the enemy's fire, as it would only have exposed
my position to them without enabling me to do them auy damage, on
account of the darkness of the night.

I am very much indebted to Lieutenant Commanding R. H. Wyman
for the efficient assistance rendered by him to me, in anchoring some
of his vessels at certain points with lights up, which enabled me to
steer down the channel with safety, and accompanying me past the
batteries with his whole flotilla, ready to open his fire on them if I did
mine.

I beg leave to recommend to the favorable notice of the Department
my two pilots, Mr. Walters and Mr. Price, for their skillful pilotage of
this large ship at night, drawing as she does 19 feet. I hope that a
suitable recompense will be made to them.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY W. l\lORRIS,

Captain.

Report of Oaptain Morris, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Pensacola,
of the safe arrival of that vessel at Hampton Roads.

U. S. rSTEAM] SLOOP PENSACOLA,'
At Anchor, Hampton Roads, January 14,1862.

SIR: I have the honor to report my arrival at this anchorage yester
day afternoon at 3 o'clock.



Hon. G. V. l<'ox,
A&ri8tant Secretary of tke Navy.
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I regret that I had not this report written in time to send it by the
pilots who left the ship to return to Washin~tonvery shortly after we
anchored. I presume the Department heard of our arriy-al here through
them.

I communicated to the Department our having safely passed the
batteries, which dispatch I sent up to the navy yard by the steam tug
Pusey.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY W. MORRIS,

Oaptain.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tke Navy, Washington, D.O.

Order of the Secretary of tke Navy to Lieutenant Wyman, U. 8. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding U. S. S. Harriet Lane.

NAVY DEPA..RTMENT, January 18, 1862.

SIR: You will please have the Harriet Lane brought to the Washing
ton navy yard within a week from thil:l time, for- the purpose of being
repaired and fitted up for the service on which she is to be engaged iu
the Gulf fof Mexicol.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

B. H. WYllA..N,
Liet6teRant, Oommanding U. S. Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Lieutenant WymaA, U. S. Na'CY, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, suggesting addittons to the force under his command.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, February 1, 1862.

SIR: There was at Annapolis, belonging to the Naval Academy, a
cutter fitted with an engine and propeller, and also a convenient light·
draft schooner, Rainbow. Are these still there and not in use' They
would be particularly serviceable in this flotilla; more especially the
steam cutter.

I am, sir, very respectfolly, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of .Litmtena1lt Wyman, U. S. Na'CY, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding tke examination of SChOOMT Dorothy Haynes.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, February 6, 1862.

SIR: I have the honor to enclose the report of the schooner Dorothy
HayfIU, which succeeded in entering Aquia Creek. She was thoroughly
overhauled, and her clearance papers, etc., found to be correct.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieuteflant, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOD. GIDEON WELLRS,

8ec':"etary of tke Na'CY.



[Endorsement.]

20 . OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

[Encl08ure.)

Report of ,clloonllr Dorothy HalmC', of Baltimore.

JANUARY 26, 1862.
Copy of boarding book.-J. T. Gilley, master; number of enrollment,

153; number of license, !l90; date of license, Decembel' 27, 1861; ton
nage, 60 tons; date of clearance, January 17, 1862. Shippers, E. M.
Hosley, Baltimore; William Rogers, Baltimore; Robert Turner, Balti·
more. Consignees, S. W. Clankins, Washington, D. C.; Q. F. Crabbles
& Co., Washington, D. C. Cargo, whisky, oil, hay, as per manifest.

E. L. ROnBIl'iS,
Boarding Officer.

It will be seen by the above that the cOlHlignecs were ill all proba
bility fictitious; and this should have been seen at the cllstom·house.

ll. H. 'VYMAN,
Lieutenant.

[Telegram.)

W ASHINGTON NAVY YARD, February 8, 18(j2-.9 a. m.
The Pinola passed the batteries about 3 this morning. VIras not

fired at. She went no faster than 8 knots, with 80 revolutions without
/:lail. Water smooth.

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Commandant.

NAVY DEPARTMENT.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Na1JY, commanding Pofmllac
Fwtilla, proposing operations against the enemy's batteries.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, February 10, 1862.
SIR: From more recent observation I have reason to believe that

the reports of the force of the enemy and their position in the neigh·
borhood of Aquia and Potomac creeks, as reported by me to the De
partment a few days since, are correct; also that the center and strong.
est force of their right wing on the river is at and around Dumfrietl,
which is by road 12 miles from the crossing of the road over Potomac
Creek and 17 miles to }<'ookes Landing.

Between Fookes Landing and Boyd's Hole troops can be landed and
with but little opposition. Can the embarkation and movements of
the troops be conducted in such manner as to conceal their intention
from the enemy' I judge that the batteries at Potomac Creek could
be taken and the bridge over that creek destroyed before any mate
rial reenforcement could arrive from or about Dumfries. On the road
from Belle Plain the distance is 7 miles to Fredericksburg. From
where the railroad crosses Potomac Creek it is about [j miles to Fred·
ericksburg; on theRe roads (as I before stated) are reported to be four
or five regiments. I have no information as to what nnmbers of troops
may be concentrated at Fredericksburg.

The greatest difficulty I can foresee in a. movement of this kind is the
concealing the movemellt from the enemy while embarking in steamers
and boats, with their artillery, in the vicinity of Liverpool, Smith's, and
l\[aryland points, but I believe it can be done, and the tlotilla will clear
the way for the landing and protect the shore Ii to 2 miles back.
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Again, a feint of landing at Boyd's Hole might be made, and the
troops of the enemy being drawn from Dumfries to protect this place,
the great body of our troops having been previously on the march to
Glymont wharf (where such steamers as the Baltimore, etc., can go),.
could be landed at Freestone Point, thus dividing the right wing of
their army, with the option of marching on Occoquan and formi,,~ a
junction with the left wing of our army, or on Dumfries. Landing cau
easily be effected above the Occoquan, but that would merely reenforce
our left wing and leave the right of the enemy unbroken.

I enclose a rough tracing- of these points, and ofter these remarks
merely in connection with the points most favorably situated for
landing.

At General Hooker's request I shall have an interview with him on
Wednesday next.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R n. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Lett.er from the 8ecretary of the Navy to J. B. Harris, esq., regarding the
granting ofpermits to fish-jng vessels.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 11,1862.
[SIR:1In answer to yours of the 8th instant the Department is will

ing to grant permits to boats for fishing purposes upon the same con
ditions as they are granted to other vessels on the Potomac, viz, npon
the execution of a bond for each boat of from t500 to t1,000. If you
find it necessary to land on the Virginia shore you must get your per
mission from the Army for that purpose.

This Department can not grant that permission.
Very respectfully,

GIDEON WELLBS.
J. B. HARRIS,

Piscataway, Md.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
AuiBtant Secretary of the Navy.

- --------------

- Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
ofprotection extended to loyal citizens.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, February 15, 1862.
SIR: I hav~ forwarded Mr. Philip Otterbnck, .ir., and his wife to

Wa.shington from their farm in Virginia, he having claimed our pro
tection. Mr. Utterback states that both himself and wife are Union
IX"Ople, as also both their families; that he has remained as long as
possible on his mother's farm in order to protect their property; that
he has not aided or assisted the rebels in any manner. Now the rebels
threaten his life, having burned some of his outbuildings a few nights
since. I have directed Lieutenant Commanding Eastman to go to the
Department with Mr. Otterbl\ck and to report to yourself.

I aID, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servan.!L
R. H. WYMAN,

.Lieuteftant, Commanding.

* Not found.
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Oommanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.
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[Teillgram.j

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON, D. C.I, February 15,1862.
The Harriet Lane passed the batteries about 2 p. m.; also the yard

steamer, with ordnance stores for Hatteras.
J. A. DAHLGREN.

NAVY DEPARTMENT.

Report of Acting MasUr Street, fT. S. Navy, U. 8. S. Jacob Bell, of tlte
passage of that vessel, witll U. S. 8. Harriet Lane, by tM batteries em
the Potomac River.

u. S. S. JAOOB BELL,
Potomac Flotilla, February 15, 1862.

SIR: Agreeably to your instruction, I proceeded up to Washington
navy yard for repairs. Our new boiler not being ready, it was neces
sary to have the old one repaired. After blowing off the boiler, it was
found reqnisite to patch it in five places, which was finished on Tuesday,
the 11th instant, and at 4 p. m. had steam on and started down, arriv
ing at the upper division at 7 p. m., where I lay until this morning, the
night being too light to insure us in passing with safety. While lying
below Indian Head the U. S. S. Harriet Lane came down. I received
orders from Lieutenant Commanding Wyman to follow her when she
attempted to run by the batteries, keeping about 600 yards astern. At
10 a. m., during a heavy sllowstorm from N. E., the Harriet Lane got
underway, followed by the Jacob Bell and Baltimore. We passed the
npper battery without being fired upon, but on the approach of the
Lane to Shipping Point battery the enemy opened fire. I immediately
replied with the 68-poullder, with lO-second shell, also with the
32-pounder forward. A number of Rhen fell around us, but noue hit
ting the Bell; the Harriet L(me, however, was not so fortunate. She
was hit on the port wheelhouse, forcing out the irou rim of the wheel,
causing her to step her engine. Signaling for us to come alongside,
we took her in tow to Liverpool Point, where we arrived at 11: 30 a. m.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
WK. T. STREET,

Executive Officer.

[Tlliegram.]

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON, D. C.], February 17,1862.

The Baltimore went down all right; the [Hal"riet] Lane got a shot in
her wheelhouse, but not much damage. Her iron wheel was bent; she
was towed into Liverpool Point by the [Jacob] Bell, but is right nl'w.

R. H. WYMAN.
NAVY DEPARTMENT.

[Tllillgram.]

NAVY Y.A.B.D [WA..SHINGTON, D. C.], February 17,1862.
The Pinola left yesterday at 2 p. m.

J. A. DAHLGREN.
NAVY DEPARTHENT.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON, D.O.], Feb1'ua,ry18, 1862.
The Pinola is reported to have passed the batteries last night.

J. A. DAHLGREN.
NAVY DEPA.RTMENT.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Na1'Y, commanding Potomac Flotilla"
regarding protection extended to three men,

, POTOMA.O FLOTILLA, February 23, 1862.

SIR: Three laboring men, who reside in the vicinity of Hallowing
Point, in Virginia, came oft' to·day, and claime<1 an asylum, whicll I
have given them. They represent that they are hunted by a body of
Texan Rangers on acconnt of their having given informatioll which led
to the capture of two men by our pickets a few days since.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOll. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, ~March 9, 1862--4 p. m.
SIR: The Cockpit Point and Shipping Point batteries are abandoned.

They have been shelled for an hour witllOut a reply from them. Large
, fires at Shipping Point and Evaosport make it apparent that they are
destroying their material there.

The Page, a]so, I believe to have been burned and blowll up. Many
explosiolls have occurred.

Very respectfully,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOD. SECRETARY NAVY.

Report of .Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla"
of the abandonment by Co-nfederates of batteries on Cockpit and Ship
ping points.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, March 9, 1862-4 p. m.
SIR: The informatiou which I forwarded to you by telegraph is, I

consider, confirmed. The Cockpit and Shipping Point batteries lJave
been abandoned; they llava been shelled for an hour without reply.
The enemy have set fire to everything at Shipping Point, and frequent
explosions give evidence of the destruction of that ammunition. The
fires and explosions extend some distance back between Oockpit and
Shipping points.

The Page I believe to bave been Bet fire to and blown up.
I am,.sir, very respectfully, your obe<1ient servant,

R. H. WYMAN,
Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
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[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON NAVY YARD, March 9,1862.
(Received 9 p. m.)

The proposed measures for guarding the Potomac are in progress.
I am informed from the Quartermaster's Department that eight canal
boats loaded with stone were about to leave, and eight more would leave
during the ni~ht. I have sent i IIstructions to the commandant of flotilla·
as to their disposition and use at the three places where the channel
has the least depth of water. The only ll·inch gun and 50-pounder
which I have will be lauded on Giesboro Point before midni~ht.

The platforms will be laid and the ~uns in positton to-morrow morning.
The mortars will also be placed. Shot is being cast for all of them, and
a full supply will be ready to·morrow. The Secretary of War has viljited
the defensive points and ~iven me authority to draw on any of the
regiments or forts for men, guns, or munitions. He has also authorized
me to take for the while the private steamers plying on tIle river for
present use of the Government, and I have sent round for them. If
there should be any use at all for a battery on Giesboro there ought to
be twenty of the heaviest caunou; shot of 170 pounds at 50 01' 100
yards will be apt to do something. A smart steamer has been dis
patched to the mouth of the Potomac to observe it.

JOHN A. DAHLGREN,
Oommandant.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON, D.O.], March 10,1862.
The following communication has been received from Lieutenant

Commanding McCrea, of the lower tlotilla:
POINT LOOKOUT, March 10--9::eO a. 111.

}'rom appearances the Merrimaok is off the point.

I send 1\1aster rA. B.] Pierson with this communication to the
Department.

F. A. PARKER,
Lieutenant.

Hon. G-. WELLES.

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON, D. C.], March 10,1862.
Nothing was done after receiving yonr note of 10 o'clock last night.

The placing of guns in position was also suspended on learning that
the J[errima-ck had retire<l before the Monitor, and that the telegraph
from Fort Monroe was in action.

J. A. DAHLGREN.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Na'V'Jj.
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Report of .Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of tlte oCC1,pation of Oonfederate ba.tterics by force from United Statcs
'lJcsselB.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, j1farch 11, 1862.

SIR: Having received information on the 9th instant that the enemy
were abandoning the liue of the Potomac, after making a recoDnoissance,
I directed the steamer Anacostia, Lieutenant Commanding Badger, to
shell the Cockpit battery, and found it deserted. Small parties were
then landed from the Yankee and A nacostia, our flag was hoisted over
the works, and the guns (which were not spiked) spiked. On the 10th
instaut, with the assistance of a regiment from General Hooker's divi
sion, the guns at Cockpit were thrown over the embankment and the
gun back of Evansport disabled and some of the ammnnition removed.

Immediately on the enemy's discovering that we were aware of their
evacnation, they fired everything at the Evansport batteries. Many
of their maKazines were blown up. The landing parties saved some by
removing the slow matches and trains of powder. The gun carriages
were fired and rendered useless. The gnns were loaded for bursting
and exploded as they became heated, dismounting manYi but thOl~e

which have burst appear to me to have burst some time since. Very
large quantities of shot and shell have been found in the magazines.
The enemy appears to have been entirely deficient in means of trans
portation. Many tents, camp fixtures, and clothes were left.

These batteries are of a much more formidable nature than I had sup
posed, and great labor has been expended in their construction. The
country around is lined with rifle pits and breastworks thrown up (but
no guns mounted) on a hill back commanding the rear of the Shipping
Point batteries. The guns are of the best description, mostly United
States guns; one an English rifle gun. From the direction on the
boxes of ammunition I find that the Evansport batteries were com·
manded by Frederick Chatard, formerly a commander in the U. ~.

Navy. The steamer Page was blown up and entirely destroyed.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servan!l..

R. H. WYMAN,
Lieutenant, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding rumored operations of the enemy.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, March 13, 1862.
Sm: I have obtained information through contrahands that the

enemy are fortifyiIrg Fredericksburg and are building Kunboats on the
Rappahannock under the superintendence of Mr. Matthew F. Maury.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servau!L
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Potomac ·Flotilla.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

&cretary of the N amy.
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Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potoma(~ Plotilla,
regarding proposed operations of the enemy.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA, ~llareh 14, 18G2.
SIR: I have received infonnation through our spies, landed the night

before la8t, that there are about forty regiments of the enemy at Fred
ericksburg; that they are still in force at Aquia, but making all prep
arations to leave. The enemy expect to make a determined stand at
FredericksburJ.t. They are working fast on their gunboats. The St.
Nicholas and Virginia are moving from Lowry's Point to Fredericks·
burg; there is a battery at the former place. Mr. Henry [H.] Lewis
has charge of the battery and boats.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON, D. C.l, March 15, 1862.
(:tteceived 10: 20 a. m.)

I have no certain information of the St. Lalcrenee, but believe fro!'..l
what I have heard that she and the Brandywine were to be oft' the
Potomac.

J. A. DAHLGREN.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.

Order of the Secretary of tlte Navy to Joseph Rr.l/alt, regarding steamer
George Page.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 17,1862.
[SIR:] In compliance with your request of t,his date you are hereby

authorized to proceed to Quantico Creek, with such force as may be
necessary, and bring away what may be left of the machinery of the
steamer George Page.

Very respectfully,

JOSEPH BRYAN,
lVashingtun.

[Telel(l"lUll-Reeelved :March 18, 1862.]

POTOMAO FLOTILLA-5 p. m.
SIR: From two deserters from Aquia Creek I learn that there are

there about 1,800 men, Second North Oarolina, Third North Carolina, and
Third Arkansas; at Brooke's Station, 800, all infantry; near the town
of Aquia, 700 cavalry; at Stafford Court-House, three regIments con-
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taming 2,000 infantry, and also seven pieces of artillery, 24·pounder
rifles. About 3 miles above Aquia are ten pieces [ofl artillery, called
Walker's Battery. At Fredericksburg are known to be 20,000 troops;
more are coming in fast. The encampment at Potomac Creek bas gone
[to] Fredericksburg. The railroad at Aquia Creek destroyed for about
2 miles; more is destroyed each day; the buildings and railroad track
atAquiaCreek are now burning. The first division of the corps d'arlllee
has passed. safely below Boyd's Hole, under convoy of three of this
tlotiIlat!'O its destination.

Yery respectfully, yours,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieuumant, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. SECRETARY OF NAVY.

Report of Lieutenant W~an, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding ilesselsemp"loyed in convoy duty.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, March 19, 1862.

Sm: In compliance with your verbal order I have sent three of the
steamers of this flotilla to convoy the army transports to lIampton
Roads and report for further orders to Flag-Officer L. M. Goldsborough.

The vessels sent are the Anacostia, Freeborn, and Island Belle. Tlte
boilers of tJP of the most efficient steamers here now are so much worn
tIJat they'iliay give out at any moment. New boilers for these vessels
are making.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Seeretary of the Na'Dy.

R. H. WYMAN,
Lieutenant, Oommanding POUJman Flotilla.

[Hon. GmBON WELLES,
StJCf'6tary of the NQ'DY. J

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding bwcking the channel of the river.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA, j[arch 19, 1862.

SIB: Doubts have arisen in my mind regarding the practicability of
blocking the channel at the Kettle Bottoms. I have had it sounded,
88 also the channel in the narrowest point at Nanjemoy, both of which
are wider and have much more water than the chart gives (which
throughout is incorrect). I now think that Smith's Point and Matta
woman Muds are the best points for blocking, and that the frigates had
better come up to Smith's Point and the barges which are at present at
Kettle Bottoms removed to that point.

Verr respectfully,
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[Telegram.]

SEMINARY, March 20,1862.
(Received at Washington 12 m.)

I reqnest that instructions may be given to Commodore Goldsbor
ough to send back at once to the Potomac Wyman's vessels that con
veyed Heintzelman. They will be needed to convoy another large
detachment.

G. B. MCCLELLAN,
Major. General.

HOTl. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman,-U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla.
regarding u. S. frigate Brandywine.

POTOMAO FLOTll..LA, March 21, 1862.

Sm: On the last information which I received from below, the Bran
dy1cine had not arrived.

I shall inform the Department immediately on her arrival.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servanEt..

R. H. WYMAN,
Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

R. H. WYMAN,
Lieutenant, Com)1~anding Flotilla.

Hon. G. V. Fox.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, via Budd's Ferry, March 22 [1862.]
Sm: The Anaco8tia has arrived, but with her machinery in such a

condition as will require seven hours for repairs. The Freeborn and
[Island j Belle not in yet. The Brandywine not yet arrived. The troops
of the enemy at Kinsale, Yeocomico rRiver], are said to have gone to
Fredericksburg. There were there about 400.

Respectfully, yours,

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding convoy duty.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, Jlfarch 23, 1862.

SIR: In consequence of the necessity of repairs on the en~inesof

the steamers Anacostia and Freeborn, after their return from Hampton
Roads, I dispatched the Satellite, Creu1' de Lion, and I8land Belle .to act
aM convoy to the second division of transports, with orders to· return
immediately on the performance of their service. The Anacostia is now
in good order. The Freeborn ran aground at Hampton Roads, which
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has strained her much and twisted her steam pipes. I fear that it may
be found necessary to send bel' to tbe navy yard for repairs,

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NafJ1l.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding condition of U. s. S. Yankee.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, March 24, 1862.
SIR: The main guide of the engine of the steamer Yankee baving

broken she is rendered elltiI-ely useless. It will require at least six
days to repair bel', and plaee the shaft in line. Having no accommoda
tions for myself in any other vesscl, I shall be obliged to retain her
bere until all the divisions of the Army (that are moving by the river)
bave gone, or until I can procure a vessel from the navy yard.

I would respectfully request information from the Department as to
whether the vesscls going as convoy to the divisions of transports are
to remain at Hampton Roads after convoying the last division.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieurena.nt, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Liei~tenant Wyman, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomao Flotilla, regarding the obstructing of the river.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Maroh 25,1862.
Sm: Yours of the 24th instant is received. The Brandywine will

not come into the river. Nets and hawsers stretched across the nar
rowest part of the channel will foul the Merrimack's propeller, and you
are authorized to prepare such for obstructing her progress. The ves
sels of the flotilla sent by you to Hampton Roads are ordered to return
at once, though by and by the heaviest armed may be required to
cooperate at that point. Due notice will be given to you.

I am, respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES.

R. H. WYMAN,
.Lieutenant, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Repo-rt ofLieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of information receit'ed regarding movements of the enemy.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, March 24, 1862.
Sm: I send to the navy yard two men who came oft' from Virginia

tbis evening claiming protection. They are named William Talbot and
William Maddox, and were employed to take care of the farm of Mrs.



Otterback (of Washington) at Quantico Creek, until the farm W88
destroyed by the rebels. The man Talbot seems very intelligent. He
states that it, was not known uutil Friday by the rebels t.hat they were
to fall back. 'rhey commenced falling back on Saturday, arriving in
Dumfries that night. We discovered it on Sunday. He was in Fred
ericksburg the Tuesday before, and it wag only known there on that
day that the whole line of the enemy was to fall back from Manassas
aud the Potomac. It was told llim by a black man, who was in Freder
icksburg a week ago, that the enemy had fallen back to 7 miles beyond
Fredericksburg. He speaks of great dissatisfaction existing among
their troops, and of their pressing everyone into service.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servan~
R. H. WYMAN,

. Lieutenant, Oommanding Potomac·Flotilla.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

ASsUtant Secretary of tke Navy.
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Report of IJieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Pofmmw Flotilla,
forwarding statements of captured men.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA, Marek 25, .1862.

SIR: I forward to the navy yard two men, natives of Baltimore, who
have very recently made their escape from Fredericksburg. One has
not been in military service; the other is a deserter from the First
Maryland Regiment. I enclose herewith their statements as questioned
by myself. .

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H.. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
llon. (L V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of tke Navy.

[J!;nclo.nre.]

Sta~t of CharieR H. JOAMrm (butoher).

Was born in Baltimore; have been living in Virginia two years; left
Fredericksburg 011 Monday, the 24th instant, at 9 o'clock. The troops
there are encamped Iimiles beyond Fredericksburg; there are nineteen
or twenty thousand; do not know that there are any besides those who
were withdrawn from the Potomac. I believe that they intend to make
a stand between Fredericksburg aud Richmond. Fredericksburg is not
fortified. I saw three guns which were taken from Aquia Creek lying
on the cars as I came through the depot at Fredericksburg. Have seen
the steamers St. Nickolas and Virginia; they have no guns; they are
enlisting men at Uichmond for the Navy. Men were detailed about six
weeks since to work on gunboats on the Rappahannock. The cargo of
a schooner from Baltimore, consisting of cloth and powder, was taken
overland to Fredericksburg last Saturday; this schooner probably
entered some of the inlets between the Potomac and Rappahannock
rivers.

Stat~t of John S. IAJague.

Was born in Baltimore; have been in Virginia ten months; have been
in the army-First Maryland Regiment; was stationed at Ma.nassas;
this regiment contains abont 750 men, and is now at Gordonsville. Left;
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Lieut.enant, Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.
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Manassas the day after it was evacuated; preparations were making to
evacuate Manassas about a week before it was abandoned; the troops
at Mauassas were in a tolerably good condition. I arrived from Freder
icksburg after the troops came in from the river; believe that the whole
line was abandoned at the same time; the troops are 1i miles beyond
Fredericksburg, about 20,OUO. Fredericksburg is not fortified; there
are no guus ou steamers Virginia and St. Nicholas; the bridges across
to Fredericksburg are standin~. Came along the railroad track to
Aquia Creek; saw no troops, but a few pickets at Aquia Creek who
fired at us. The railroad track was not torn up.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding POf{)l1WC FWtilla,
regarding existence of Union sentiment in. Virginia.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, March 29, 1862.
SIR: There is a stroug Union feeling in the country about the Lower

Machodoc, Va. The wllite flag is flying from every llOuse and the people
sar that they are willing to take the oath of allegiance, if the Govern
ment will protect them afterwards. Three thousand men left that vicinity
abont ten days since for Fredericksbnrg. These are the men who have
been stationed along the river from Machodoc to the 8Outhward. •

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, 001nmanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

BUDD'S FERRY, March 31,1862.
(Received 12 m.)

SIR: The frigate St. Lawrence was at St. George's Island at 5 p. m.
yesterday.

Very respectfully,

Hon. G. V. Fox,
.Assistant Secretary Nary.

[Telegram.]

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, March 31,1862.

SIR: I have information from Fredericksburg to Saturday last. The
caml) is about 3 miles beyond Fredericksburg; about thirty regiments;
five have gone toward Richmond; no guns at Fredericksburg; those
taken from Aquia Creek have been moved on to Richmond. General
Holmes has left; many people are moving out [of] Fredericksburg.
Railroad-is complete to Brooke's Statiou; from there to Aquia Greek it
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is tom up. Two companies of cavalry are at Stafford Court-House;
scouts are ou the road.

One artillery company detained in Fredericksburg.
Respectfully,

R. H. WYMAN,
Oommanding Flotilla.

Bon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Report of Oaptain Purviance, U. S. Navy, (,o1Umanding U. S. frigate St.
Lawrence, of arrival of that vessel in Potomac Ril'er.

U. S. FRIGATE ST. LAWRENOE,
(~tf Ragged Point, April 1, 1862.

SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of this ship in Potomac
River, having been windbound for tl1rce days.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. Y. PURVIANOE,

Oaptain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.

Report of Oaptain Purviance, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. frigate St.
Lawrence, of arrival of that vessel at Kettl~ Bottom Shoals, Potomac
River.

U. S. FRIGATE ST. LAWRENOE,
Kettle Bottom Shoals, April 2, 1862.

SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of this ship at this place,
and await further orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. Y. P..uRVIANCE,

Oaptain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomao Flotilla,
forwarding information received from refugees.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, April 2, 1862.
SIR: I have forwarded to the navy yard, Washington, four refugees

from Virginia-Mr. Jacob Gardy, Mr. George Sadler, Mr. Albert R.
Swisher, Mr. Richard C. Fedderman.

These men represent that those of their vicinity who are implicated
in the rebellion Rre moving south; some to the other side of the Rap
pahannock River, others to the more southern States; that there is
much suffering among the poorer classes and a general discontent.
From hearllay, that there are two forb; Oil the Happahaunock, one at
Lowry's Point mounting eight guns, another about 5 miles below Fred·
ericksburg at the ship yard, wbere they bave beeu for the last seveu

I
\



OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 83

weeks making preparations to build gunboats, but they think with lit
tle success. The militia of Richmond County was ordered to report at
Fredericksburg; they heard that the bridges over the Rappahannock
were mined, ready to be blown up, if necessary. Mr. Fedderman has
a Jetter signed by Mr. Benjamin refusing him permission to pass onr
Jines.

I am, sir~ very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

POTOMAO FLOTILLA, April 3, 1862.
I have information sayin~ that Fort Lowry, at Lowry's Point on the

Rappahannock, has been abandoned and there are now no fortifications
uutil just below the city of Fredericksburg.

!{espectfully, R. H. WYMAN,
Commanding Flotilla.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding refugees.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA, April 6, 1862.
Sm: I forward. to the navy yard, Washington, three refugees from

Virgiuia-CaroJn& W. RoIlius, a resident of .King George County;
James W. Keys, a resident of Prince William County and a deserter
from the rebel Army at Fredericksburg, March 17 and James Treakle,
a resident of Alexandria, a pilot on the Potomac River, who left Alex
andria at the commencement of the rebellion to join his sons in King
George County.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tlte Navy.

Report of Lieutenant jl[cCrea, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Jacob
Bell, of expedition up the Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Rappa,kannock River, April 15,1862.

Sm: Immediately npon the receipt of your telegram,· by order of t,he
President I proceeded at once to carry out the instructions therein
contained.

* Not found.
N W R-VOL 5----3



The expedition was composed of the Jacob Bell, Satellite, Island Bel!e,
Resolute, Relianfe, and Piedmontese, The lryandank, the vesst'l I
depended 011 so mucll, bein~ double elided and 9-inch guns, broke her
crank on her trip from the lIavy yard, so I was compelled to leave
without her.

We entered the Rappahannock at 8: 30 p. m., and anchored for the
night at Carter's Creek, about 11: ~o p. m.

I was anxious to obtain a pilot for the river, so Bent on shore a party
of men alld surrounded several houses, hoping to secure one, but failed;
fortunately, Acting Master Street, of this vessel, knew the river some·
what, so, with his assistance and the charts, I concluded to go up as far
as Tappahannock at leailt, if not to Fredericksburg.

From two brother!! named Lewis, found on St. Geor~e's Island, I
learned the following: They left Fredericksburg two weeks ago. At
that time tllere were 30,000 troops back about ~ or 3 miles f!'Om Fred
ericksburg, but they w~re constantly moving southward; did not know
llOw many now.

Fort Lowry was the only fort on the river; had:> guns mounted; the'
St. Nicholas, Virginia, and Eureka were in the river; no gU!lS on them
(I have since learned the St. Nicholas had 2); they were drawing tim
ber to build gunboats; they intended to sink a stone boat in the chan
nel ahout Fort I.JOwryabout four weeks ago; 40 Virginia volunteers
were just below Fredt'ricksbnrg doing scout picket duty; as many as
300 refu~ees are in the woods trying to get across to the Potomac, from
thence to Maryland, to escape drafLing. (I would here state that I
have been applied to hy several "Cnionists on the Virginia shore of the
Potomac for protection, and [to] allow vessels to load their stock and
brin~ their families away.)

At midnight I moved up to Urbana; at daylight we attempted to
land, but were met by a volley of musketry from the enemy concealed
in a rifle pit, perforating the boat, but injuring no one.

I spared tIle town, notwithstanding, seeillg women and children
hastening to and fro, but sllelled the rifle pits. I then moved on to
the eastern wharf (C), but saw nothing. At meridian passed Fort
Lowry, a circular fort mounting 5 guns, but have heard they had 8 or
11-1 heavy rifled gun. On the hill, back about r,oo yards, new wooden
barracks for .5,000 lIIen had just been finished, and in rear of the fort, on
the beach, quarters for 3,000 more. I landed three boats' crews and
destroyed all; found some muskets, blankets, and medicines. Theyevi
dently had left on our approach, as the hospital beds were left in a state
as just vacated.

I went up then to Tappahannock. I fired a gun and hoisted a white
flag, but seeing no boats for tlle authorities to come off' in I went ashore
with a flag of truce myself. I found only negroes on the beach, but
sent for the authorities. Three white men came down. I told them 1
would not damage their towll, and to satisfy the women and aged to
t.hat effect, but that I should take possession of the town till I left;. I
hoisted the American flag from the most prominent public building, the
sclJoolhouse.

I learned from these gentlemen, disloyal bnt not secessionists, that
there were abont 30,000 troops at Fredericksburg, bnt Dr. Gordon said
about 20,000, and that they were constantly moving; one regiment was
5 miles this side of Fredericksburg; General Longstreet commanded
the brigade at Fort Lowry; no troops within 30 miles, save the cavalry
pickets from the company at Urbana; no gunboatB building at Fred
ericksbur~, they believed. I heard the troops from Fort Lowry moved
away one week ago.
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I could get no pilot or I should have gone np farther. At this point
the channel is 2 fathoms deep, crooked, and varies, and I could not
devote the time to survey and pass up. I heard from a negro that 5
schooners were sunk in the channel 7 miles this side of Fredericksburg.

There are no obstructions of any kind in the channel so far. Off
Fort Lowry the light-!:!hip is sunk, though her masts are visible still, a.
perfect mark in daytime. Tappahannock is 50 miles from Richmond
and the same from Fredericksburg by land, the latter 75 miles by water.
Troops can be landed here with perfect ease, but pilots must be had.

I laid off Tappahannock all night, hoping I might secure something
passing down; at daylight I was rewarded by capturing a sloop from
Fredericksburg with shad, oysters, and letters containing valuable
information. I enclose them for your pernsal.·

I immediately got nnderway and I'ltood down the river. I had decided.
not to go to Fredericksburg from the nature of the river. My vessels
could have been sunk by rocks and stones from the banks, which are at
least 200 feet high, and I was advised not to go by a man at Tappa
hannock, who said he gave me the intelligence ont of gratitude for
sparing the town, as they thought I would destroy it, as I had the
barracks, etc., at Fort Lowry. .

The men from the captured sloop gave way iu their little boat as soon
as they saw us and landed on the starboard side of the river. They
had too good a start for us to catch them.

I captured coming down the river two schooners from out a creek
(Totouskey Creek).

At Union Wharf I saw a lot of men. I made a hurried landing and
captured two Confederates belonging to Captain Jeffers's company and
Hardin's; they were to go into camp to-morrow; they have been im
pressed and would stand by the Union if they dared, so they say;
being in uniform, I retained them as prisoners. At the store 011 the
said wharf I took all contraband articles? salt, coffee, etc., scuttled the
whisky and rum. The feeling is Union if they could he protected. At
Heathsville there are 90 cavalry without arms or accouterments and are
to go into camp to·morrowat 3 p. m.; two-thirds of them are impressed
Unionist!:! and wish to be captured.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant, Oammanding Expedition.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Order of the Secretary of the Na'O'Jl to Acting .Jlf~aster Studley, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. S. Young Rover.

NAVY DEPAR'l'MENT, April 17, 1862.

SIR: You will report with your vessel to Lieutenant Commanding
R. H. Wyman for duty in the Potomac Flotilla under his command.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Acting Master IRA B. STUDLEY,
Oommanding YOU1&g Rover, off York River, Va.

*1rrlllevap,t matter,
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(Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, D. C., April 17, 1862.
The Oreur de Lion left here last evening with orders to be off Aquia

Creek this morning. .
J. A. DAHLGREN.

Bon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary NOhJy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. NOID1f, commanding Powmae Flotilla,
regarding e.xpedition to Fredericksburg, Va., traumitti1t{/ lid of
captures.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK, ApriZ 20, 1862.
Sm: I arrived at Fredericksburg, V &0, on Sunday, at 10 a. m., hav

ing met with no resistance on the river and no hostile act, with excep
tion of a few shots fired by pickets. I found that .I!'redericksburg had
been surrendered to the land forces of the United States on the day
before; the rebels having destroyed the bridges, burned the two
steamers Firginia and St. Nicholas and about forty schooners belonging
to private individuals, as a.Iso large quantities of corn and grain.

There is no obstruction on the river Rappahannock to within about
7 miles of Fredericksburg; there several schoouers loaded with stone
are sunk across the channel. On sounding, I found a channel to admit
of the passage of two of the lightest steamers, with which I went on
to the city. On a further examination of this channel I find that most
of the vessels of this flotilla could be taken past the bulkhead on high
water.

There are two breastworks for guns thrown up on the right bank of
the river, one at Lowry's Point, the other just above the bulkhead
about 7 miles from the city. At present there are no guns mounted on
them.

I have given those with whom I have communicated to understand
that they will not be molested while pursning their peaceful vocations.
They seem to have anticipated harsh treatment, and I think that this
expedition will conduce to a better feeling on their part. Those who
have been prominent in rebellion are said to have left for Richmond.

I enclose a list of captures made, full lists of which I have transmit
ted to the judge of the district, in Washington. One steamer named
tbe Rollndotlt I have retained (subject to the approval of the Depart
ment) in this river. Sho is almost worthless, but may be made nseful
for getting wood, water, etc., for the flotilla.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H.. H. WY1tUN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[EncloeD1'Il.]

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHA.NNOCK, April 20, 1862.
8m: The following is a list of the vessels captured by this flotilla on

the Rappahannock River and its creeks:
Evreka, steamer, propeller] Georgetown.-Carl{o, 30 cotton warp, 2

bags cotton, 2 sides leather, U plows, 24 shears.
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Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

38 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

Schooner Monterey, Tappahannock.-Sails, etc., complete; no cargo.
Schooner Lookout, of Baltimore.-Sail8, rigging, etc., complete; cargo,

corn for Confederate Government.
Schooner Sarah Ann, of New Berne.-Sails, etc., complete; cargo,

corn; abandoned.
Schooner Sydney Jones, (If Baltimore.-Sails, furniture, etc., complete;

no cargo; abandoned.
Sloop Reindeer, of Tappahannock.-Sails, etc., complete; no cargo;

abandoned.
Schooner Falcon, Tappahannock.-Sails, ete., complete; no cargo;

abandoned.
Schooner Sea Flower.-Abandoned j secreted in a creek and masts cut

away to prevent detection; cargo, 4 barrels bone dust, 60 pounds shoe
thread, 5,400 pounds copperas, 40 pounds shoe thread (colored), 600
pounds saltpeter, 176 gallons castor oil, 20 pounds indigo, 8 gross
essence coffee, 672 pounds carbonate soda, 4: dozen cans solidified lye,
500 pounds alum, 2 small compasses, 2 large cases of assorted. dry goods,
clothes, hosiery, and notions.

Steamer Roundout, side wheel.-No cargo.
No papers were found in any of the above-mentioned vessels.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutena.nt, Oommanding Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON \VELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Further report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, regarding expedition up the Rappahannock River to Fred
ericksb1frg.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK, April 22, 1862.

SIR: Your telegram of the 21st h&.sjust been received. I yesterday
forwarded my report to the Navy Department. The day before yester
day I was at Fredericksburg. The river is perfectly clear of obstrnc
tions excepting about 7 miles below the city, where some schooners
loaded with stone are sunk. There is a channel left, however, through
which vessels can pass. There are but few of the enemy's pickets on
the river; a few shots were fired at us by them; the people seemed
disposed to remain quiet.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Flotilla.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding mea·ns for preventing Oonfederate communication.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK, April 23, 1862.

SIR: I have ascertained that a constant communication has been
carried on with the rebels (both in freight, passengers, aud mails) for
Rome months, by vessels from Baltimore running into the Great Wicom
ico, which lies between the Potomac and the Uappahallnock rivers.
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The cargoes were landed there and reshipped at Deep Creek, on the
Rappahannock. There is another river, the Piankatank, below the
Rappahannock, which I have no doubt has been used for the same pur
pose; but the force at my command has been so occupied that I have
not 88 yet been able to search the river. To guard all these points
properly I would require two or three more light steamers. Those
which I have are coIlstantly breaking down and requiring repairs at
times when I can least spare them.

The auxiliary propeller Young Rover is a vessel well adapted to block·
ading on the coast, and a lighter draft steamer would be more serviceable
in the rivers.

The stone barges on the Potomac require the COIlstant attention of
two of the vessels of this flotilla to keep them from sinking at their
anchors.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Flo~illa.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant Wyma,n, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding U. S. S. Young Rover.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 25, 1862.

8m: You will give directions to the U. S. bark Youn.Q Rover
recently transferred to your command, to proceed to Key West and
report to Flag-Officer Wm. W. McKean, or the senior commanding
officer present, for duty in the Eastern Gulf Blockading squadron.
Should it be necessary to have any repairs put on her before leaving
for the Gulf, you will send her to Washington for that purpose.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Lieutenant :no H. WYMAN,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Potomac River.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding U. S. S. Young Rover.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK, April 28, 1862.
SIR: I have tile honor to inform the Department that in obedience

to your order of the 25th instant (received to-day), I have directed the
u. S. S. Young Rover, to report at Key West to Flag-Officer W. W.
McKean, or senior officer present.

She requires no repairs and will sail immediately on being filled with
water.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Flotilla.
HOll. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.



Report Of .Lieutenomt Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potoflwc FlotilU£,
of the capture of smugglers.

FLOTILLA., POTOMAC .AND RAPPAII.ANNOCK, April 28, 1862.

Sm: I forward to the charge of the commandant of the navy yard,
Washington, five prisoners, taken ill the act of smuggling goods from
Accomac to the western shore of Virginia. Their names are as follows:
W. B. Chum, Accomac County; John R. Bowles, Amherst Couuty,
Va.; Isaac Smith, Accomac County; Revel Evans, Accomac County;
John W. Burton, Accomac County. The amouut of goods is but small
and will be sent to the district marshal.

I am making a thorough examination of the Piankatank niver. Yes
terday our boat's crew was fired npon quite sharply from the shore in
the vicinity, but no one was injured.

The commnnications of the rebels being now cut off by way of the
Peninsula, I judge it will be attempted by way of the Piankatauk and
Mobjack Bay. The former I shall blockade eftectively.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. II. W YM.AN,

Lieuu.:nant, C071tmanding Flotilla.
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lIon. GIDEON WELLES,
Searetary of the Navy.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oftlul Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, com1nanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting letters regarding escaped negroes.

FLOTll.LA, P01.'OMAO AND RAPPA.HANNOCK, Jlay 2, 1862.

Sm: I enclose herewith several letters from persons in Lancaster
County, Va., regarding negroes who have escaped and been taken on
board the U. S. S. Young Rover.

I am. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Flotilla.

[EnclOlluree.]

LANCASTER COUNTY, VA.., April2B, 1862.
DEAR Sm: I take the privilege of addre88ing t.o you this letter, the

object of which is to recover my property that has been taken from me
without any provocation on my part. Sir, on the 7th of April, 1862,
seven of my slaves left me and went on board the ship Young Rover,
then lying in the mouth of Uappabannock River, and have since been
sent to Fortress Monroe. Sir, I am llo private and peaceable citizen.
I have never borne arms against the United States, nor have I any
child or near friend who has. In the commencement of these troubles
I voted for the Union candidate and labored hard for that cause, and
made many enemies by it. The 2d day of April we had a meeting
and passed a resolution (unanimous) that we would offer no military
defense to the Northern Army. With these considerations, I appeal
to you to have my property returned. I am a farmer, and have boon
ill the business of wood cutting for five years, and have a large contract
with Oliver H. Booth, of New York, at this time. I have 1,200 cords
of wood on hand all ready for market, but must lose it if my servants
are not returned. I have seen the captain of the Rovt-r, Captain John
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B. Srodnall [Ira B. Studley]. He is a gentleman of fine feelings, and I
think if this property is returned he is calculated to make many friends
to the Union. He is perfectly in possession of my views. The servants
I lost, the names are as follows:

Charlotte, woman, 23 years old.
Isaac, young man, .21 years old.
Dennis, 18 years old.
Emma, 16 years old.
Laurinda, 15 years old.
Margaret, 13 years old.
Charles, a blind boy, of .23 years.
A woman I hired from A olfin [an orphan] child and two small chilo

dren-Isabella, Minnie, Moses-and a man I hired ii'om Mrs. Cundip
named Mook Kelly.

Sir, your compliments [compliance1will greatly oblige,
Your obedient servant,

B. B. McKENNEY.
Commodore WYl1AN.

P.8.-1 think my ne~roes should be returned, because they were
taken after the order was issued to take no more, and at the, time there
was not a man in Lancaster in arms against the Federal Army. I
hope, sir, if you cau, you will return my negroes; if you can't, please
forward this to the proper authorities.

B. B. MCKENNEY.

APRIL 30, 186.2.
SIR: On the morning of the 7th of April, 1862, five of my negroes

deserted me and went on board of the steamer Young Rover, then lying
at the mouth of the Rappahannock River. The said steamer was com·
manded by Captain Studnall [StudleyJ. The names and ages of the
negroes are as follows:

Lucinda, aged 45; Thomas, aged 25 ; Jesse, 24; Davy, 20; Edward, 17.
I und~rstood from several officers who were stationed aboard the

blockading steamer that they, two days after the reception of the above·
mentioned negroes, received orders from Washington not to take any
more slaves aboard., This order had probably been issued three or four
days previous to its reception and had become a law at the very moment
it was issued, subsequent to which time my negroes absconded. The
said negroes have never been engaged in any work of public defense
since the war began. If the said negroes are to be delivered up you
will {,'l"eatly oblige me by information of the time when and plooe where.

Your compliance with the above will greatly oblige,
Yours, very respectfully,

GEORGE G. LEE,
White Stone, Lancaster Oounty, Va.

Commodore WYMAN,
Of the Steamer Yankee,

Lying at the Mouth of the Rappahannock River.

LANCASTER COUNTY, VA., May 1, 1862.

DEAR Sm: The object of my letter is informing you that on the 7th
of April, 186.2, my servant man, named George, 20 years old, left and
went off in company with Mr. McKenney's negroes on board of the
blockading steamer ¥o!tng Rover, then lying in the Happahannock
River. Sir, I am an old man (If 59 years. This servant has never
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been engaged in any work or any public works for any army service.
Any assistance yon can give me in returning my property will be b'Tate
fully received.

Please forward to proper authorities.
Respectfully,

Commander WYMAN.

LANCASTER COUNTY, STATE OF VmGINIA, May 1,1862.

DEAR Sm: The object of this communication is to respectfully ask
yonr aid in recovering a servant woman, Mary, who left me on the night
of the 6th of April and went on board of the steamer Young Rover on
the morning of the 7th of April, which vessel was, at the time specified,
lying in the mouth of the Rappahannock River. The said woman is tall
and quite dark color, and is about 35 years of age. I learn the said
vessel was at the time commanded by Captain Studnall [Studley]. I
am a widow in small circumstances, and as the said Mary was the only
woman I had, her loss to me is very great. I ask that you will be kind
enough to forward this to the proper Department of the United States.
and all aid you afford in this matt.er will be thankfully received and
duly appreciated.

Respectfully,

Oommander WYMA.N.

GLEBE FARM, LANCASTER COUNTY, VA., May 1,1862.

SIR: On the 7th of April, 1862, three of my negro men, viz, Dick,
William, and Daniel, left my farm, and I have every reason to believe
that they went 011 board of blockading steamer Young Rover, Captain
I. B. Studnall [Studley], then lying at the mouth of the Rappahannock
River. These servants have never been enga~ed in working on any
public works or fortifications of any kind. I am a tiumer and peaceable
citizen, and have never borne arms against any government, and am
now 52 years of age. I think it bnt just and right that these servants
should be returned, and have every reason to believe that the Govern·
ment at Washington has 110 intention of depriving me of my property.

I am very sorry you could not call upon me according to promise.
Was my health not so feeble I would do myself the honor of visiting
you 011 board of your steamer. As this can not be, I hope you will be
so kind as to use your iufluence for the restoration of my property.

I remain, dear sir, your obedient servant,
J..uu:s W. GRESHAM.

Commodore WYMA.N.

l!AY 1, 1862.
Sm: On the morning of the 7th of April, 1862, four of my servants

deserted me and went on board of the 8teamer Young Rover, then lying
at the mouth of the Rappahannock HiveI'. The said steamer Wa!:! com·
manded by Uaptain Studnall [Studley]. The names and ages of the
servants are as follows:

Louisa., very light color, age 18 years.
Winney, tawny color, age 18 years.
Maria, dark color, age 16 years.
Winney's child, infant, 4 months.
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I understood from several officers who were stationed aboard the
blockading steamer, that they, two days after the reception of the above
mentioned servantH, received orders from "-Tashillgton not to take any
more slaves aboard. This order had probably been issued three or four
days previons to its reception, and had become a law at the very moment
it was issned, subsequent to which time my servants absconded. The
said servants had never been engaged in any work of public defense
since the war began. If the said servants are to be delivered up you
will greatly oblige me by information of the time when and place where.

Your compliance with the above will greatly oblige,
Yours, very respectfully,

Commodore WYM.A.N,
Of the Steamer Yankee,

Lying at the Jlfo1tth of the Rappahannock River.

WmTE STONE, LANCASTER COUNTY, STATE OF VIRGINIA,
May 1,1862.

DEAR Sm: The object of this communication is to respectfully ask
yonr aid in recovering five servants who left me on the night of the 6th
of April, 1862, and went on board of the steamer Young Rover on the
morning of the 7th April, 1862, which vessel was, at the time specified,
lying at the mouth of the Rappahannock River. The names and ages
of the said servants are as follows:

Robert Layton, dark tawny color, 38 years old.
Henry Robinson, dark tawny color, 35 years old.
Lettie, the wife of Henry Robinson, lig-ht tawny color, 26 years old.
William Candy Lettie, child, between :3 and 4 years.
Mary Jane Lettie, child, between 2 and 3 years.
I learn that the said steamer was at the time commanded by Captain

Studnall [StndleyJ.
Sir, I can assure you that 1I0ne of the above servants have ever been

engaged in any work of public defense since the war began. Sir, I ask
that you will be kind enoug-h to forward this communication to the
proper Department of the United States, and all aid you can afford in
this matter will be thankfully received and duly appreciated.

Yours, very respectfully, .
A. M. SANDERS.

Commander WYMAN.

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER,
Near Carter's Creek, May 2,1862.

SIR: On the 7th of April, two of my servants, a woman and boy, ran
away, and were taken on board the U. S. S. Young Rover, then lying off
the mouth of the Rappahannock.

These servants, Roxy and Isaac, were taken to Fortress Monroe and
there landed.

It is my earnest request that they should be returned to me, as they
have not been employed for any military purpose against the Govern
ment of the United States.

Very respectfully, etc.,
MARIETTA E. LELAN.

Hall. GIDEON WELLES,
Se<:retary Navy.
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Req'UUtoj Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. NQ/I1Y, commanding Potomo.c Flotilla
for the U. S. S. Stepping Stones.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK, May 6, 1862.

Sm: r respectfully request that the steamer Stepping Stone/! may be
returned to my command if her services are no longer necessary on
the Poquosin River.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WnrAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Flotilla.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of tke Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Na",y, commanding Potomac FlotiUa.!
transmitting reports regarding reconnaissance of Mobjack Bay ana
Piankatank River.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAO AND RAPPAHANNOCK, May 8,1862.

Sm: I have the honor to enclose herewith the reports of Lieutenant
Commanding Badger, steamer Anacostia, and of Lieutenant Command·
ing Magaw, steamer Freeborn, of their examination of Mobja.ck Bay
and the Piankatank River. I have since learned that the light-boat
taken from Windmill Point [Rappahannock] Spit is anchored inside
Gwynn's Island, and have some clew to wllere the lighting apparatus
is. These I shall make every effort to obtain. I have found it neces·
sary to take and destroy all vessels and boats of any size on the Rap
pahannock, as they were being used to cross men from the Peninsula,
and I am convinced that there is hardly a man with Union sentiments
on the southern bank of the river. It is now rumored among the
negroes that the enemy intend placing batteries on the Rappahannock,
and the points selected have been pointed out by them, but as yet no
step has beeu taken toward it. Should they do so I think it will be
merely for the purpose of protecting a crossing nearly opposite the
Brisco [Bristoe'J mines, from which point a field battery could be
brought to command entirely their position (selected by report). The
river is so narrow above Tappahannock as to render it almost impossi.
ble for vessels to act against even a field battery. At present there are
but a few pickets on the southern bank of the river, and they generally
keep well out of range.

r am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servan~J_
R. B. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Flotilla.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. ANACOSTU,
Flotilla, Potomac and Rappahannock, ltla.y 2, 1862.

Sm: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order 1
have examined Mobjack Bay and the creeks and rivers connected
therewitll, as far as practicable without a pilot.

I took the Anacostia a short distance up the Severn, Ware, and North
rivers. In each we saw some schooners on shore without sails, having
tlle appearance of being some time out of use. Some distance up the
Severn t~ere is a schooner in good order, moored close uuder the bank,
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no doubt well protected by the pickets of the enemy, as it is but a short
distance from Gloucester Point. To penetrate this river, we should
be supplied with a pilot, and at least three steamers; no doubt we
should have to contend with field artillery.

I am of the opinion that l\ small steamer should be stationed in Mob
jack Bay, as there is nothing to prevent access to it for contraband
trade or for other purposes. The steamer in the bay might also Occa
sionally take a cruise up as far as the mouth of the Piankatank at
night. I observe that vessels frequently anchor in the Chesapeake Bay
near the Virginia shore, and boats we know cross from the eastern to
the western shore.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, etc.,
O. C. BADGER,

.Lieutenant, Oommanding.
Lieutenant Commanding R. H. WYMAN,

Oommanding FkJtilla, Potomac and Rappahannock.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Piankatank, Va., April 29, 1862.

Sm: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your order, I
have examined the Piankatank River and found (about 20 miles up)
three 'schooners scuttled. On our return with the Island Belle and
prize steamer Eureka, we were attacked by a battery of light artillery
from a blutl' and thicket; no damage was done us by the enemy of any
importance. Our rifles prevented them from loading and discharging
rapidly.

Proceeding about two-thirds of a mile below the point of attack we
stopped and shelled out the party, firing seven shells into the woods
without a response. Upon reaching Fishing Bay I found the Freeborn,
Master's Mate Brice in charge, had been attacked during my absence,
and had shelled the enemy until they ceased firing. The Island Belle
received two rifle shell and some musket balls; the Eureka received
thtee rifles, one through her pilot house, one through her smokestack,
and one on her after deck, cutting away the steering gear. I am
pleased to say that Acting Master Harris, Master's Mate Newton, and
Third Assistant Engineer Magaw behaved with great coolness and
gallantry. The pilot of the Freeborn, Mr. Harden, and Peter Nash,
l:l6aIDan, were slightly wounded, but both are now on duty. The Eureka
has been repaired; in fact, her efficiency was not impaired for more than
fifteen minutes.

Yours, faithfully,

Commodore WYMAN,
Oommanding FkJtilla.

[Snbenc1oaur8.]

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Piankatank River, April 29, 1862.

Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report of the attack
of the enemy npon this vessel duriug your absence up the Piankatank
River on a reconnoissance of 29th instant:

While lying at anchor in the same position you left me in th~ morn
ing, the enemy opened fire upon ns from a masked battery of three or
more guns (ritJed), situated on 1m elevated position of 000 or 600 yards
distant.
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I immediately got underway and returned their fire with such accu·
racy as to silence their guns.

Respectfully submitted.

Lieutenant SAMUEL MAGAW,
Oommanding Freeborn.

J. J. BRICE,
[Acting] Master's Mate.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding protection for loyal citizens of Yirginia.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK, May 15, 1862.
Sm: The citizens of Mathews Oounty, Va., whom I have met state

that two-thirds of the population of that county are loyal. Out of 500
militia from that county drafted to the rebel ranks, all but eighteen
have deserted and returned to their homes.

They have claimed through myself the protection of tIle Government.
I have answered them that on giving up their arms, aud affording me
the assistance which may be in their power in obtaining possessiou of
any Government property which may be in that county, I will give
them all the protection in my power against the rebels, and have made
arrangements to that effect, in case there should be any attempt made
by the rebels to capture those who have deserted.

I have been informed that a letter was received in Mathews County
from a person in Magruder's division, dated from Hanover Court-House,
stating that the division was on the march to Gordonsville.

I have received applications from Lancaster, Richmond, and West
moreland counties, Va., requesting permission to ship their grain and
receive in return many of the necessities of life, of which they are now
entirely destitute. I have directed that their applications be addressed
in form to the Government-one to the honorable Secretary of State I
herewith enclose.

In the above-named counties (as also in Northumberland Oounty)
there is a large amount of grain; in some instances t,he crops of the
last two years. At present there are no rebels in arms in the north
ern peninsula. There has been occasioual crossing from the northern
banks of the Rappahannock, to prevent which I have removed their
boats. I ascertain that during the last winter goods have been taken
into Virginia, entering the Great Wicomico, and thence transported to
l1arter's wharf, below the BriscoJBristoe '] mines by a Mr. J. Hiland, of
and in business in Baltimore, an that he had a store, or depot, about
7 miles back of the Brisco rBristoe '] mines. Some of his goods brouKht
over for reshipment, I have already secured.

There are abont 200 deserters from the rebel ranks on the north
ern peninsula. From intercepted letters I ascertain that there are
1,000 troops at Bowling Green, and that the cavalry, which have been
doing picket duty on the southern bank of the Rappahanuock, have
removed to that station.

Many of the owners of plantations on the southern bank of the Rap
pahannock have directed their overseers to have all their youngest
slaves iu readiness to move south.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Flotilla
Ron. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, COfI&manding Potmnac Flotilla,
regarding dispatch of United States vessels to Hampton Roads.

FLOTll.LA, RAPPAHANNOCK AND POTOMAC, May 22, 1862.
SIR: In obedience to your order of the 19th instant I have dispatched

the steamers Stepping Stones, Island Belle, and Oreur de Lion to Hamp
ton Roads, with orders to report to Flag-Officer Goldsborough. The
steamer Jacob Bell will proceed immediately on her repairs being
completed.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tlte Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac FlotiZla,
of reconnoissance in East River, Va., by steamers Island Belle a1Ul
~'tepping Stona.

FLOTll.LA., POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK, May 22,1862.
SIR: On examination of East River by the steamers Island BeZle and

Stepping Stones, I find that the light-boat secreted there has been
burned. A party was sent to Mathews Conrt.Honse, where the light
ing apparatnA was reported to be; it was not there. Nine Springfield
Dluskets were taken from the armory a.t the Court-Honse, and twenty
three have been delivered np by deserters from the rebels. Consider
able nnmbers of dej3erters from the rebel Army are crossing tho Rappa
hannock to their homes in Richmond and Lancaster counties; but as
yet none have been detected.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

&cretary oftke Navy.

Letter from the Secretary of War to tke Assistant Secretary oftke Navy,
regarding tke President's order relative to gunboats in tke Rappahannock
Ri",er.

WAR DEPARTMENT, May 24,1862.
DRAB SIR: You remember that on Snndayevening last the Presi

dent desired that a force of two or three gunboats shonld be sent up
the Rappahannock to Fredericksburg, there to remain in cooperation
with General McDowell's force.

Will yon be 80 good as to inform me whether any arrangement or
order haR been made by your Department to the above effect!

Your obedient servant,
EDWIN M. STANTON.

AsSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.
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Secretary of the Navy.
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Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of
War, regarding the President's order relative to gunboats in the
Rappahannock Rit'er.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 24,1862.

Sm: I have received your note of this date in reference to the Presi
dent's order of Sunday last, relative to the gunboats on the Rappa
hannock.

The President desired that one vessel should be sent to Fredericksbnrg
to defend the bridge there. Oaptain Wyman, commanding the flotilla,
was here this morning and reports one vessel stationed as directed and
two or three others below plying up and down the river. Captain
Wyman leaves this afternoon for the flotilla, and I beg leave to ask if
any arrangement different from the above is desired ,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary.
lion. E. M. STANTON,

&crctnry of War.

Letter from tke Assistant Secretary of War to the Assistant Secretary
of the Navy, rclatire to arrangement of gunboats in Rappahannock
River.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, D.O., May 24,1862.

Sm: I am directed by the Secretary of War to acknowledge the
receipt of your communication of this date, and to inform you, in reply,
that the arrangement of the gunboats on the Rappahannock, as therein
stated, is entirely satisfactory to this Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. H. WATSON,

Assistant Secretary of War.

Report of IM!fltenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding capture of muskets on Rappahannock River.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOOK,
May 27,1862.

Sm: I have the honor to forward to the Department through the
navy yard two boxes containing muskets, etc., taken on the Rappahan.
nock niver, from the pickets at Tappahannock, delivered up by desert
ers from the rebels on the Piankatank, and taken from Mathews Oonrt
House armory.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Oommanding Flotilla.
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Hon. GIDEON WELLES;
Secretary oj the Navy.

Report oj Lieut-ef«lnt Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding prize sloop Monitor.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOOK, June 7,1862.
Sm: I have forwarded to the charge of the district marshal the

sloop MOftitor, of Baltimore, taken in the act of leaving the Piankatank
River by the U. S. S. Anacostia. Her papers, etc., have been forwarded
to the district judge.

Those entitled to a share in the capture are the officers and crew of
the U. S. S. Anacostia.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. II. WYMAN,

Lieuttmant., CO'Int1Ul.ndittg Flotilla.

BtJport &.f LievteAA'nt· Wyman, U. S. Navy, commaftding Potomac FWtilla,
regq,,,ai-u reoapt."e oj refleotors belonging to light-boats in Chesapeake
BtIiy, and transmitting copy oj notice issued to persons holding military
M'tU.

Bon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAO AND RAPPAHANNOCK, June 11,1862.
Sm: I have sent to the navy yard at Washington the reflectors

belonging to one of the light·boats on the Chesapeake, seized by the
rebels, and have informed the secretary of' the Light·House Board that
they are subject to his order. These were retaken several miles inland,
in Mathews County, Va., by a party from the U. S. S. Anacostia.

Upon the retrogade movement of General Banks, many of the rebel
deserters on the northern peninsula attempted to cross to r~ioin the
rebel forces, but were prevented from so doing by the previous destruc
tion or removal of all boats. From the foresight and good management
of her commanding officer the steamer [Thomas] Freeborn sustained no
damage when the bridges at Fredericksburg (below which she was
anchored) were swept away.

With my approval, the commanding officer of the steamer Anacostia
i8sued a notice in Mathews County, Va., a copy of which I enclose.
Several stands of anns have since been returned, and I hope to obtain
the greater part of them in a short time.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R II. WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Fwtilla.

[Enclosure.]

NOTICE.
To all whom it may C01&CeTn:

It is known to the undersigned that certain persons, residents of the
county of Mathews and vicinity, in the State of Virginia, have in their
po88e8sion arms, placed in their hands for the purpose of opposing tbe
forces of the United States in the lawful discharge of their duties.

All such persons llore hereby enjoined and directed to deliver to me,
or to other officers that may be appointed hereafter for such pur
pose, all arms and military accouterments as aforesaid, on pain of being
considered and treated as euemie8 to the United States of America.

N W B-VOL 5--4
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O. C. BADGER,

Lieutenant, C01mnanding.

GIDEON WELLES,
rSecretary of the Navy.]

Lieutenant Commanding R. II. 'VYMAN, tr s. Navy,
lVashington, D. C.

Given under my hand, on board the U. S. S. Anaoostia, near Gwynn's
Island, tlJis 27th day of May, 1862.

Approved:
R. n. WY~IAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Flotilla.
The above was posted up at Mat.hews Court-Honse and at Bell's

Mills.

Report of Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Fwtilla.,
regarding the arrest of three men for firing upon boat beWnging w
U. S. S. Resolute.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAO AND RAPPAHANNOCK, June 15,1862.

SIR: Three men who belonged to a party of Virginia militia, who
fired on a boat of the steamer Resolute during the last summer, were
arrested by order of tlJe commanding officer of the U. S. S. Anacostia.
As these men are now living at their homes, were but about a month
serving under arms, and in this case acting under orders, I have dis·
approved of the arrest until such time as it may be ordered by the
Department.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
It H. WYMAN,

IAeutenant, Commanding Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of .Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
relative to the U. S. steamcrs Yankee and Powell.

FLOTILLA, POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK, June 30,1862.

SIR: In obedience to your telegraphic order of this date the U. S.
steamers Yankee and Powell have proceeded with orders to report to
Flag·Officer L. M. Goldsborough.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. II. ·WYMAN,

Lieutenant, Commanding Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order of the Reereta1'y of the Na1'y to Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. NaTJy,
detaching him from command of the Potomac Flotilla.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 30,1862.
SIR: You are hereby detached from tlJe command of the Potomac

Flotilla, and you will proceed to Portsmouth, N. H., without delay, and
report to Captain Pearson for the command of the U. S. steam gunboat
Sonoma,.

I am, respectfully,



Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Acting Master's Mate Tur'ner, U. S. Nat'y, cotnmandi1~g U. 8.
schooner .Dana, of arrival at Philadelphia, Pa.

U. S. SCHOONER DANA,
Philadelphia, July 5,1862.

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with orders
received from R. II. Wyman, esq., commandin~ the Potomac and Rap
pahannock Flotilla, I have this day llrrived at the navy yard, Phila
delphia, and reported to the commander in chief.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
. J AllES W. TURNER,
[Acting] 1Uaster's Jlale, Oommanding.

Report of Act.ing Master Pierson, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8.
schooner Howell Oobb, of arrival at Philadelphia, Pa.

U. S. SCHOONER HOWELL COBB,
Philadelphia Navy Yard, July 9,1862.

Sm: I make the following report, by orders from Lieutenant Com
manding R. H. Wyman:

I have brought this vessel here and reported to the commanding
officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. PIERSON,

Acting Jllaster, Oommanding Schooner Oobb.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Magalc, U. 8. NallY, commanding U. 8. 8. Thomas
If'reeborn, oj arrival at Fredericksburg, Va.

U. S. S. FREEBORN,
F'redet'icksburg, Va., July 14, 1862.

Sr.r.: I have the honor to report the arrival of the A nacostia at this
port and inform you that I shall go into the Potomae for a week or ten
days.

If Lientenant Commanding Gibson did not reqnire coal, to be sent
to the mouth of the Rappabannock, I beg you will consider tbe enclosed
requisition. The Anacostia and ReUance have been burning wood.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant, Oommanding, and Senior Ojftcer.
Hon. SECBETARY OF THE NAVY,

Washingron, D. O.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to the senior officer Potomac Flotilla,
regarding suppression of interco'urse between jlfaryland and Virginia.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 18,1862.
Sm: Information has been received that there is a regular night line

of communication between Leonard Sound [Breton's Bay'J, Maryland,



GIDEON WELLES.

GIDEON WELLES.
Lieutenant [Commander] SAMUEL MAGAW,

Senior Officer Potomac Flotilla.
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a.nd the Virginia. shore. It is said that bacon, coffee, sugar, WMlJky,
and other articles are carried to Virginia, and corn lHld wheat brought
back. It is not unlikely that mail communication is also carried on.
l.'his proceeding' should be immediately checked, and the Department
directs you to adopt such measures as will accomplish the object.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

SENIOR OFFICER POTOMAC FLOTILLA.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw,
U. So Navy, senior officer Potomac Flotilla, regardi'ng matters pertai1t..
ing to that command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 22,1862.
SIR: 1'he Department desires you to furnish it weekly with a state

ment of the positions of the several vessels comprising the Potomac
and Rappahannock Flotilla, and also to keep it advised of your move
ments and of matters pertaining to the flotilla.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Lieutenant [Commander] SAMUEL MAGAW, U. S. Navy,
Senior Officer Potomac and Rappahannock FlotiUa.

Order olthe Sec,'retary of the NallY w .Meutenant-OOfMltander j[agaw,
U. S. NallY, senior officer Potomae Flotilla, regarding protection for
Wya.l citiztml/ of llfatkew8 Oounty, Va.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 22,1862.
8m: Mr. William L. Walker, at present in Boston, a worthy a.nd

loyal mall, who was driven from Gwynn's Island, Virginia, by the rebels
in April, 1861, has written to the President, who has referred his letter
to this Department, asking protection for his family and other ·Union
persons ill Mathews County, Va. He has information that, during au
absence of three weeks from that locality of the steamer Anacostia, a
marauding party of cavalry came there and carried off Union men and
l~ommittedother acts of violence. He said that the lives of many Union
men are depending upon the protection of our gunboats. The Depart
ment desires you to give this locality attention, and to send a vessel to
Milford Haven as often as it call be done without neglecting other
important points, and to give all the protection in your power to the
loyal citizens who are liable to violence from those engaged in the
rebellion.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Magaw, U. S. Navy, senior ojJicer Poto
ma.c Flotilla, of arrest of blockade runners.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, July 29,1862.
SIR: I have the honor to report the arrest of three men and capture

ohome salt (off Corn [Horn] Harbor, Mathews County, Va.) which they

I
I
I
I

I
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were attempting to run into Virginia; also four others on the Potomac,
off Leonardtown, with a small quantity l)f salt.

I enclose a letter addressed to his Excellency the President from a
citizen of Richmond Oounty, Va.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, etc.,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Comnumder ana Senior Officer.

lIon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oftke Na'D'Jj, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Nat1Y, senior ojficef" Poto
mac Plotilta, f'egarding protection to loyal C'itizffll.8 of Virginia.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, July 30,1862.
8m: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 22d.
I have communicated with the relatives of Mr. William IJ. Walker;

they do not require assistance or protection.
In relatiou to affairs in Mathews, Middlesex, and Gloucester counties,

Va., I can not give any positive information as to Union men being
oppressed or carried to Richmond. Partisan rangers are constantly
making forays in these counties, and I can bear of no arrests being
made except those of men who deserted the enemy's ranks after the
battle of Williamsburg. If th68e men remain upon their farms it is
imp088ible to protect them. with the vessels of the flotilla.. If they go
on to Gwynn's Island they bave there no means of subsistence.

Mr. Walker (from yoar letter) implies that the Piankatank had been
neglected by the flotilla; it is true the Anacostia was absent, but I do
not think there has occurred an interval since April of more than four
days that some vessel has not been in those waters.

All the resiclents of that vicinity I have met are bitter, and I have
not seen a Union man, except a deserter, in the three counties above
mentioned.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, etc.•
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Commander and Senior OJficer.

Hon. GJ:D!ilON WELLEfl,
8ecf'etoKy of the NafJ1/, Washington, D. O.

Report of commandant navy yard, Wa.shington, regarding oontimrea
~ch of blockade.

NAVY YARD, W.A.SHINGTON, July 30,1862.
Sm: I have the hOftor tn inform you that llr. William Bailey, a Gov

ernment pilot!, bJrings information that from St. George's up to this
city, boats are running at all hours of the night. He reports also that
boats, laden with provisions and bound to Virginia, are continually
crossing from Leonardtown and various other points along the river.
He reports that he saw at least fifty of these boats in sight at one time.
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I am also informed that permissionwas given by Lieutenant Command
ing Wyman to the storekeeper to cross the river, and other persons have
taken advantage of it. A regular business appears to be established
and is carried on at all times from the mouth of the Potomac to Maryland
Point.

Should the Department think proper to adopt measures to put a stop
to the communication referred to, which is apparently increasing in
consequence of the withdrawal of part of the l'otomac Flotilla, I beg
leave to say that the only vessel at my disposal is the Reaolute, which
will be ready on Monday. Acting Master Tole, who commands her, is
represented to me as an active and efficient officer.

I have just received the further iuformation, which appears well
grounded, that $50 were offered (or paid) to carryover a case of surgical 
instruments.

I do not doubt that there is a regular mail communication between
Baltimore and the rebel lines through the channel indicated, which
may and ought to be promptly stopped.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oaptain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard, Washing
ton, regarding distribution of vcssels for suppression of ill.egal traffic.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 31,1862.
SIR: Your letter of the 30th iustant, in reference to communica

tion and traffic carried on between Maryland and Virginia, has been
received.

Enclosed is an order to Lieutenant Magaw to proceed to Washing
ton and report to you for the purpose of receiving instructions as to the
best mode of arresting the evil referred to.

There are four steamers in the flotilla, Anacostia, Thomas Freeborn,
Reliance, and Resolute. The Department wishes one of them kept at
Fredericksburg, one employed from that point to the mouth of the
Rappahannock, and the other two employed ill the Potomac, for the
purpose of preventing improper communication and traffic between
Maryland and Virginia shores.

Craft that may be caught in this service should be destroyed, if not
of sufficient value to be sent to Washington, and the parties engaged
or implicated in it should be arrested and turned over to the proper
authorities.

Yon will give Lieutenant Magaw such instructions as will be most
likely to accomplish the object in view.

I am respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Captain A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander JJfaga/C', U. S. Nal'y, senior officer Poto·
mac Flotilla, transmitting report ofActing JlfaJJter Plunkett, U. S. Navy,
U. S. S. Thomas Freeborn, of the seizure 0/ the schooner JlJail.

U. S. S. FREEBORN,
Coan River, Va., August [lJ, 1862.

SIR: I hav.. the honor to report that I seized the schooner Mail, trad
ing in Vir/i{inia, with salt, bacon, etc., and enclose the report of Acting
:Master Plnnkett.

The master and one of the owners of the Mail I send nnder charge
of Acting Master McGowan to Washington, and will await yonr orders
88 to the disposition of the vessel. The captain claims to be trading
in Virginia nnder anthority of the Treasnry Department.

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

LEnclOllure.]

U. S. S. THOMA.S FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, August 1,1862.

SIR: In obedience to your orders, I took the launch with an armed
crew and proceeded np Coan Wver in search of a schooner reported to
have violated the blwkade of this river. After having pnlled abont
6 miles I discovered the schooner discharging her cargo at a small
wharf, assisted by a number of men and teams, who were apparently
nsing every exertion to discharge her before we reached the wharf.

After tiring several shots at them they desisted and retired to the
woods. I then ran alongside and took the schooner in tow, and pro
ceeded down the river withont any molestation. I found on board the
schooner about 75 bags of salt, a large quantity of wheat and groceries,
together with some whisky, and 1 box of musket balls.

The crew, of whom there are six, two of whom claim to be owners,
which consists of five men and a boy, are still on board.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JA.MES L. PLUNKETT,

Acting Mastel' and Executive OjJicer.

Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL l\IAGAW,
Senior 01fioer Potomac Flotilla.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard, Washing
ton, for the releaJJe of schooner Mail.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, AugUJJt 7,1862.
SIB.: Upon the request of the honorable Secretary of the Treasury,

you are hereby directed to release the schooner Mail.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommandant Navy Yard, Washingt<m, D. C.
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Ma,gaw, U. S. NUfJ!I, &tmior ojfttJer
Potomac Flotilla, regarding distribution of"'essels.

NAVY y',UW, WASHINGTON, August 3,1862.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

22d ultimo, although not until to-day. The Anacostia remains at
Fredericksburg, Va. The Reliance cruises iu the Rappahannock and
Piankatank. The Freeborn has been for the past week from Pianka.
tank to the Lower Machodoc, in the Potomac. Resoluteand Wytmtlank
are at the yard.

I have the honor to be, yours respectfully, etc.,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Oommander and &miur OJflcw.
Hon. SEORETARY OF THE NAVY,

Washington, D. O.

Letterfrom the Secretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard, Wasking
ton, transmitting information regarding breach oj blockade in Potomac
River.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 5,1862.
SIR: I transmit herewith for your information a copy of a letter and

enclosure received from Governor Hicks. in reference to communication
calTied 011 by the rebels across the lower Potomac.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

88C'1'et4ry of the Navy.
Oaptain A. A. H.ARwoOD,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington.

[Enclo.mre.]

OAMBRIDGE, [MD.], August 1,1862.
DEAR SIR: I herewith enclose a letter from J. M. Frazier, esq.,

whom I know well. He is a respectable, reliable ITnion man. Mr. Need
ham I know nothing of. That an extensive carrying of clothing, pro
visions, etc., is going on upon and across the lower Potomac I am
thoroughly satisfied, as I am in the receipt of a letter from a man that I
had employed for six or eight months as a spy on the Potomac, and
until the Government put forces on the river. This man is entirely
reliable and has been down to St. Mary's Oounty, and assures me by
letter that a constant going and coming over the Potomac is kept up
by Confederate persons coming, letters brought and carried, etc.

I feel it my duty to advise of these things.
I am, very respectfully, yours, ~tc.,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
SefJ'Tetary of the Navy.

[SubenOl06ure.j

BALTDIORE, July 29,1862.
DEAR SIR: Myfriend George F. Needham, esq., of the old and well

established firm of ~eedham & Sons, has suggested to many persons
here a plan for suppressing communication between the Maryland
rebels and those in Virginia. This communication, as you are aware,
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is kept up by the rebels in the counties bordering on the Potomac.
Mr. Needham suggests that the Government shall fit up a steam tug,
to be placed somewhere near the mouth of the Potomac, to have a.
number of smaller boats attached to it for the purpose of sending them
out ou the river as a night police. He is well acquaiuted with the
locality named, and is willing to leave a large and profitable hnsiness
for the purpose of commanding the tng. He is well satisfied that he
can put a stop to the communication that is daily going on and by
means of which the rebels are receiving information of all our move-
ments. • • •

Very respectfully,
JOHN M. FRAZIER.

Governor THOS. H. HICKS,
Cambridge, Md.

Report of commandant navy yard, Washington, regarding melts'Ures for
8uppressiUlt of conUiumicatwn between Mltryul/ltd a?td Virginia.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, A-ugust 6, 1862.

SIR: I have received your letter of yesterday, together with its
enclosuretl from Governor Hicks, in relation to the communication car
ried on by vessels between the lIaryland and Virgi,nia shores.

In consequence of information from another source of the same char
acter, and your recent order to me, Lieutenant Magaw left the yard
furnished with all the information in my possession and such instruc
tions and appliances as seemed most likely to put a stop to the com
munication between the enemies of the Union on both sides the river.
Only one barge was sent, to avoid delay, but I have given directions
for the preparation of several others to be kept in readiness for this
and similar occasions and shall avail myself of every opportunity to
keep the commanding officer of the flotilla informed and provided in
every respect in my power, in the hope of effectua.lly putting a stop to
the transmission of information and Rupplies to the enemy.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from commandant navy yard, Washington, to the Assistant Secre
Uwy of the Navy, suggesting measures for a more effective bwckade in
the Potomac River.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, August 8,1862.

My DJUR SIR: I mentioned that I had provided Mr. Magaw with Q

boat for the preventive service upon whiell the flotilla is employed
and intended to fit out one or two more; but the boats we have here
are all too large. There should be at least two wha.leboats or light
cutters that oould easily be run up by the vessels.

It would take at loost three weeks to build such boats here, and we
ought to have them at once.
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Will you not direct one 6 and one 8 oared boat to be sent here, if
tbere are any sucb at Norfolk, Baltimore, or Philadelphia'

To break up the unlawful communication between the Union side
and rebeldom speedily aud effectually will require the services of a
peculiarly active and ambitiou8 officer.

From what I bear and know of young Selfridge, whose submarine
experiments are not very promising, I am nnder the impression he
would bring about good results if he could be placed in command of
the flotilla.

Yours, very truly,
AND.A. HARWOOD.

Hon. GUS1'AVUS V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

P. S.-Wyandank will be ready to sail to-morrow morning; please
send any instructions you may have respecting her to-day.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, senior officer
Potomac Fwtilla, regarding disposition of'l)essels and seizures made.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, August 10,1862.
SIR: I respectfully beg leave to submit the following statement of

tbe position and doings of tbe vessels of the Potomac, etc., Flotilla.,
during the past week:

The Anacostia remains at Fredericksburg, the Resolute is cruising on
the Rappahannock, and the Freeborn and Reliance on the Potomac.
Sixteen white a.nd nine colored men have been arrested in the Potomac
and turned over to the provost-marshal at \Vashington. Two hundred
and three bushels of wheat, 10 sacks of salt, 30,000 cigars (about), 28
ounces of quinine, 12 onnces of morphine, 4 pounds of opium, and a
quantity of tea, coffee, medicines, etc., which none of tbe prisoners
wonld own, have been seized.

The86 men were arrested on charge of violating the blockade.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Nary.

Report of IAeutenant-Commander "Magaw, U. S. Navy, senior officer
Potomac Flotilla, requesting i'llformation regarding authority of revenue
steamers.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, August 10,1862.
SIR: I respectfully request information in relation to the instrnctions

of certain revenne vessels cruising in tbe Potomac River and Chesa
peake Bay. Several men I have arrested have said they had the per
mission of the revenue steamer Hercules to cross into Maryland and
retnrn to Virginia.

I have the honor to be, yours, faithfully,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant- Commander, etc.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Oommander Jl[agaw,
U. S. Navy, senior officer Potomac Flotilla, regarding permits to t'~ljsels

in the Potomac Ri1'er.
NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 14,1862.

SIR: I have received your letter of the lOth instant reporting your
proceedings; also your letter of the salllo (late asking instructions in
relation to certain revenue vessels cruising in the Potomac Uiver and
Chesapeake Bay.

No vessels except such as are in the Government service will be permit
ted to pass in or out of tho waters of Virginia without the special permit
of the Secretary of the Treasury or of the War or Navy Departments.

I am respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES.

Lientenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,
Senior Officer, etc., Potomac Flotilla, etc.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON, D. C.], August 11,1862.
(Ueceived 9: 40 p. m.)

The Freeborn arrived yesterday with twenty-odd prisoners captured
in the vicinity of Leonardtown, three large boats, a quantity of
quinine, percussion caps, bags of wheat, etc. Particulars will be for
warded as soou as Lieutenant [Commander] Magaw's report is received.
He is now engaged with the provost-marshal.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommandant.

SECRETARY OF NAVY.

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander J1[agau" U. S. Navy, senior officer
PotO'lnac Flotilla, of seizure of men and contraband stores.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, August 11,1862.

Sm: In obedience to your instructions of Augnst 4, I beg to report
the arrest of sixteen white and nine colored men on the Potomac River
for engaging in improper commnnication and traffic between Maryland
and Virginia. With these parties I seized a quantity of stores, or
articles contraband. The prisoners have been turned over to the proper
authorities.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAG.!.w,

Lieutenant-Oommander, etc.
Commodore A. A. HA.RWOOD,

Oommanding Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

Order of commandant nal'y yard, Washingto1£, to lfieutenant-Oommander
Magaw, U. S. Na'Vy, senior officer Poto1nac Flotilla, regarding sup
pression of trade in the Rappahannock River.

NAVY YA.RD, WASHINGTON, August 12, 1862.
SIR: You are hereby directed to permit no trade np the Rappahan.

nock, unless by army chartered vessels. You will also see that no
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towing is done by any vessel of the flotilla under your command, except
on an emergency, which must be immediately reported.

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore.
Lieutenant-Oommander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Potom,ac Fwtilla.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard, Washing
ton, for the suppression of illicit trade bet1l'een the York and Potoma,c
rivers.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, A1tgUSt 14, 1862.
SIR: It is represented that considerable smuggling is carried on

between the York River and the Potomac River, and as Rear·Admiral
Goldsborough has not at present a steamer to spare for the purpose of
making an examination of the coast and streams between those rivers,
you will please direct Lieutenant-Oommander Magaw to do so as early
as practicable.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Oommodore A. A. IIARWOOD,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj the .Navy.

Report of commandant nary yard, Washington, tran./lmitting report of
Lieutenant-Oommarnler Phelps, U. S. NI/.!,y, commanding U. 8. 8. Cor
win, oj exten8it'e illicit trade.

NAVY YARD, W ASIIINGTON, August 14, 18(j2.

Sm: Herewith you will find a report of Lieutenant-Oommander
Thomas S. Phclps, giving furt.her information of the illicit intercourse
between the shores of .Maryland and Virginia.

I have made a careful memorandum of all tIle points C9vered by this
letter, and will send' the commanding officer of the flotilla snch infor
mation and instructions as the ClUle seems to require.

Permit me to draw your attention to that clanse in the letter in
which Oaptain Phelps states that he has been informed that permission
is obtained from the military governor of the distriot to touch at cer
tain creeks in Virginia, and th.at this permiRsion is abuRed. I feel
quite convinced that the mere love of gain induces many persons on
the border to "blow hot and cold'~ in the matter of allegiance, and
therefore feel anxious that tIle anthorities who are empowered to grant
passes should be made a,ware that not only contraband goods, but· spies,
have free circulation by these means.

I have the honor to be. with great respect, your,obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD

Oommodore, Oommanding Navy Yard.

[Enclosure.]

IT. S. S. OORWIN,o.tr l'tallltington, A 1lg11st 13, 1862.
Sm: I respectfnlly T{'port that whilc prOl'lecnting the survey of the·

middle Potoml:\<ll have JearnI'd the follow illg in regard to the extensive
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trade between Maryland and Virginia, viz: Although to a certain
degree extending from St. Mary's River to Swan Point, the principal
depots appear to be Leonardtown and Wicomico Bay [Md.]. I ampos
itive the trade is larger from the latter place.

Articles of almost every description are exchanged for wheat, corn,
fruits, and Virginia money, at a discount of from 40 to 50 percent, and
are carried in flatboats or small schooners (frequently manned entirely
by negroes), often by daylight, but principally at night. Nomini River,
Pope's, Bridge, Mattox, Rosier's, and Upper Machodoc creeks are the
most prominent places where the goods are landed, and from thence
they find their way to the H,appahannock, the York, Richmond, and
beyond. Nearly all the grain bound to the Maryland shore is exchanged
for articles to be sent South.

A Mr. O. O. Spalding, of Ohaptico, St. Mary's Oounty, Md., is the
principal furnisher in Wicomico Bay.

Fishing schooners, or vessels passing for such, are much engaged in
this traffic. As a general rule all boats and small schooners bound to
the Virginia shore JUay be considered as being engaged in trading or in
carrying mails or passengers.

I have been informed of another method pursued, viz: A Virginian or
other person, owning or commanding a small schooner or sloop, takes the
oath of allegiance to the United States, clears from Alexandriaor George
town for Baltimore, Md., and from tbcllce back; but before leaving the
former place procures from the military governor of the district per
mission to touch at certain creeks in Virginia to carry away grain
which he happens to own. This class of people, if I credit the testi
mony of their neighbors, is frequently loyal to both Governments, and
the grain is either purchased from rebels or owned wholly by them, and
in removing the grain they often carry violent rebels with it to Balti
more, who return through Maryland.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THos. S. PHELPS,

Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.
Oaptain A. A. HARWOOD, U. S. Navy.

Commanding NalJY Ya1'd, WaHltington, D. C.

InstnACtiom from commandant navy yard, Washington, to Lieutenant
C01n1Uande'r Magaw, U. 8. Navy, sen·ior officer Potomac; Flotilla, for
suppressi01t of contraband trade.

NA.VY YA.RD, WASHINGTON, August 14,1862.
Sm : Upon receipt of this you will dispatc.h one of the steamers under

your command to make a close examination of the coast and streams
between the York River and the Potomac River as early as practicable.
8muggling to a considerable extent is represented as being carried on
between theBe rivers, and you will instruct the offioor detailed for this
service to nse every effort to break up contraband operations and to
obtain as much information as he can as to the nature and extent of
such operations in this quarter and the localities from which theya.re
conducted.

You will report the result fully and promptly.
Further information has been received with relation to these illicit

operations ill the Potomac River.



I note briefly the prominent points furnished by Lieutenant-Com
mander Phelps, of the Coast Survey steamer Coru:in:

To a certain degree this trade extends from St. Mary's Ri ver to Swan Point, but the
principal depots appear to be Leonardtown and Wicomico Bay, from which }llaoe
the trade is greater.

It is carried on in flatboats or small schooners (frequently manned entirely by
negroes), often by daylight, but principally at night. Nomini River, Pope's, Brid~,
Mattox, Rosier's, and Upper Machodoc creekB are the most prominent places where
the goods are landed, and thence they find their way to the Rappahannock and the
York rivers, to Richmond and beyond.

Nearly all the grain bound to the Maryland shore is exchanged for articles to be
llflnt South

A Mr. C. C. Spalding, of Chaptico, St. Mary's Count~·, Md., is the principal fur
nisher in Wicomico Bay.

Fishing schooners, or vessels passing for such, are mnch ellga~ed iu this traffic.
As a general rule all boats and small schooners hound to the Virginia shore may be

considered as either engaged in trading illicitly or in carrying mails and pallllflngers.

From Pope's Creek and the creek above it, and the inlet on the oppo
site shore in the neighborhood of Cobb's Point, there is mnch of this
traffic going on.

lf you have any of the ordinary bateaux or flat-bottomed boats with
sliding keels in your possession, or can get hold of any, by putting an
armed crew properly disguised in the rongh dress of the country on
board of them and visiting these localitiell at night, you will be able
to capture a number of these traders.

I rely upon your activity and discretion, and hope soon to he6I' of
further results of your efforts.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore.
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Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW.

Order of the Secretary of tke Navy to commandant navy yard, .,.Tashing
ton, for the rigid enforcement of blockade.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 16,1862.
SIR: I have re<'~ived your letter of the 14th instant, enclosing report

of Lieutenant-Commander T. S. l)helps.
General Wadsworth assures me that he gives no permits. There

must be an entire interdiction of all traffic until the blockade is raised.
The flotilla will be vigilant to enforce the blockade and seize all vessels
that violate it.

I am, respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Comm.andant Navy Yard, Washington.

Report of CQ"l1uandant navy yard, Washington, regarding capture of
prize sloop Blossom, and skirmish in Sturgeon Creek, l'irgi1tia.

OOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, :NAVY YARD,
Washington, August 16,1862.

8IR: I have the honor to inform you that the steam tug Lesli.e
a.rrived here laat night, bringing with her the sloop Blossom, a. prize to
the Reliance, captured by Acting ::\laster Josselyn, 011 the 12th, off
Currioman Ba.y.
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There were eight pe:',ons on board of the Blossom, one of whom,
named Bagley, is reported as having been engaged in traffic between
Virginia and .Maryland for upward of a year. There were also 30 sacks
of wheat ou board this vessel.

On the 11th instant, Acting Master Josselyn chased and ran ou
shore a sinall sloop which was attempting to cross to Virginia from
Breton's Bay. The crew escaped, destroying or carrying with them
everything except some salt and 2 hogsheads of sugar.

Tbe prisoners, vessel, and prize goods are secure and will he handed
over to the provost-marshal according to instructions.

On the 12th instant Acting Master Tole endeavored to bring out of
Sturgeon Creek [Virginia] a schooner and sloop which had been rnn
ning the blockade. These vessels were both agronnd. The sloop was
got aHoat, but, in towing her down the creek, the boat was fired upon
from the woods and a skirmish ensued, in which three of the boat:s
crew were slightly wounded and the enemy driven off. The sloop, how
ever, got aground, and Mr. Tole abandoned her, to use his own expres
sion, not wishing to burn her up.

This is the substance of the events reported by Lieutenant Com
mandinJr Magaw, further particulars of which will be communicated
more at leisure.

He calls my attention to the activity and diligence of Acting Master
Josselyn, commanding the Reliance, who, from all I hear, is worthy of
commendation. .

Lieutenant Commanding Magaw has been obliged to beach the prize
schooner Sabine, loaded with coal. She leaked badly and her pumps
were choked. The coal can be saved.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HA.RWOOD,

Commandant.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Letterfrom commandant navy yard, Wa.shington, to Lieutenant-Oommander
~Jtaga1(J, U. S. Navy, senior officer Potomac Flotilla, regarding the skir
mish in Sturgeon Greek and other 'matters.

COMMANDA.NT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Wa.shington, August 18,1862.

Sm: I have received your letter of the] 5th instant with the enclosed
reports- of Acting Master J. C. Tole and Francis Josselyn. With ref
erence to the skirmish in Sturgeon Oreek, [Virginia], I have to remark
that it is never proper to risk the Iives of men for an inadequate
o~ject.

Whether that object is adequate or not can best be decided by those
who are on the spot and have the work to do. Oonsequently, a wide
margin of discretion must be allowed to the officer iu command, upon
whom the responsibility rests. .

In making attempts to cut vessels out in open boats, reliable infor
mation as to the probability of resistance being made and the extent
of the means of resistance should be obtained, and the force sent should
be regulated accordingly. .

-----------
* Not found.
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These precautions are absolutely obligatory on the officer in com
mand.

I do not intend to censure Acting Master Tole without knowing more
of the circumstances connected with the affair, but I wish you to
explain these general principles to him and aRk him why, after his
party had beeu attacked and had driven off the assailants, he did not
destroy the vessel to prevent her from being used for the purposes to
prevent which he attempted to take bel' out.

The boat's crew are worthy of commendation for their good condnct,
and I hope you will take such notice of them in the way of advance
ment as may be in your power.

The prisoners taken in Breton's Bay by the Reliance were all deliv
ered to the provost-marshal, the woman sent up with them only was
discharged, and coming npon our hands at the navy yard, I send her
back in the Leslie to be restored to her home. In all similar cases for
the future you will please avoid sending women here unless you have
positive proof of their disloyalty, as, if dismissed by the authorities,
they come back at once upon those who have no accommodation for
them.

I wish you to write me freely in semiofficial form, if you prefer it
and think it would. further the service.

With regard to the arref?t of certain citizens of Maryland and Vir
ginia, the Department could not delegate the power to you; but you
are particularly enjoined discreetly and diligently to obtain sufficient
evidence against them, and the arrest will be made by authority of the
War Department.

I have mentioned to the Department the necessity of increasing your
force, and the Secretary expressed himself disposed to do so. I will
see if the Department will bid for the Eureka, which is to be sold on
Thursday, and if possible have her fitted for you.

A couple of wbaleboats are on their way from New York, whioh I
will place at your disposal if you think they will be of service.

I bave not seen tIle payullulter's clerk, though enquiry has been
mAde for him, but will send him down by the first opportunity after his
return. I enclose a copy of the letter from the Secretary of the Navy
in relation to the blockade of the river.

It seems that permits were shown by some of the vessels said to be
from Gl'neral Wadsworth and you will put the officers under your com
mand on their guard against forgeries, and givethem each a written order
that there must be an entire interdiction of all traffic until the blockade
is rai.sed. .

Very respectfully, your obedIent servant,
ANDw. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding.
Lieutenant·Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

POtOl1WC Flotilla.

Report of commandant navy yard, Wa~7tington, of seizure, by U. S. S.
Resolttte, of schooner S. S. Jones, and of expedition to Sturgeon Creek,
Virginia.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, A ugUJIt 23, 1862.

SIR: The Resolute arrived here this morning with the schooner S. S.
•Tones, which was taken possession of by Acting Master James C. Tole
on the 11th instant.

1
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The Jones had on board of her the dead body of Mr. Gersham. at
tended by Mrs. Gersham, two other ladies, and a gentleman, all belong
ing to Virginia. This party was permitted to land.

The schooner had a conditional clearance from the cnstom-honse at
Baltimore; a few articles, however, did not appear on her manifest.

On the 21st instant Mr. Tole, accompanied by Acting Master Josselyn,
of the Reliance, in a launch manned from that vessel and the Resolute,
went into Sturgeon Creek to cut out or destroy two vessels; they found
these vessels had been scuttled and destroyed them by fire. On the
retnriJ. of the launch it was fired on hy a party from the bushes and
Michael Ryan, landsman, was instantly killed by a shot through the
head; Mr. Newton, master's mate, was wounded in the leg, and two of
the crew of the Reliance were slightly hurt. The enemy was driven
off, it is supposed with some loss, but to what extent was not ascer
tained, the care of the wounded preventing our men from landing.

Our men are described as behaving with their accustomed coolness
and bravery.

The body of Michael Ryan has been brought to the yard, and meas
ures have beeu taken to bury it, according to the request of his friends,
in the Catholic cemetery this afternoon.

The Resolute brings also two refugees.
On the night of the 13th instant all possible assistance was rendered

by Acting Master Josselyn and Master's Mate Crandall to the passen
gers, invalid soldiers, aud crew of the West Point army transport
which was run into by the George Peabody. Many persons were saved,
among them Colonel Scott and several other officers, by the exertion
of the officers and the men of the flotilla who were present at the scene
of the disaster.

I am informed that the contraband trade is still going on, even by
daylight, whenever the vessels of the flotilla are absent, and that
horses and recruits for the rebel Army are transported in large scows
and flat-bottomed boats, which are kept concealed in the bushes. A
thorough scouring of this section is absolutely necessary in order to put
a stop to these operations, and for that purpose a reenforcement of ves
sels and men is required.

I can only supply three of the five men Mr. Tole requires to take the
place of the wounded men of his crew.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the NG/VY.

[Telegram.]

FALMOUTH, VA., August 23,1862-10:44 a. m.
(Received at Washington 11 a. m.)

The schooner Aotive lies here loaded with furniture tor Mr. Clarke;
wants to be towed down. Steamer Reliance is here. Shall I have the
schooner towed down by her' Steamer Reliance goes down this after
noon, she having come up here with some wounded men by order
General Burnside.

NELSON PROVOST,
Acting ],{aster, Oommanding U. S. S. Anacostia.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secreta,·y of the Navy.
N W R-VOL 5-5
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Report of commandant navy yard, Washington, trawl1nitting reports
relative to expedition to Port Royal, ra., and other matter••

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Wa.hingf.on, Attgust 25, 1862.

SIR: Enclosed you will find a report in relation to some operations
which have taken place near Port Royal Ferry [Va.], by a party from
the Anacostia, Acting Master Provost, and a detachment from the
Arm~·.

In the letter from the lieutenant-commander, Magaw, in which this
enclosnre was forwarded, I find two points to which I beg leave to call
tbe attention of tbe Department:

First. The traffic between Maryland and Virginia is mucb diminished,
but large numbers of men from Charles and St. Mary's counties, it is
said, bave crossed to escape drafting. Tbat Lieutenant-Commander
Magoaw has been correctly informed in this partieular is evident from
the list of persons reported by Mr. Provost, in wbich the names of well
known Maryland families occur.

Second. Lieutenant-Commander Magaw requires more men, having
none to man the launches sent him.

He also asks for two additional master's mates, and remarks that he
bas no one to recommend from the flotilla.

I bave the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommattdant.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na.vy.

[Encloaure.]

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, August 23,1862.

SIR: I bave the honor to report the positions of the vessels under
my command for the past two weeks. The Freeborn has been in the
Rappahannock for a day, the rest of the time between Lower Cedar
Point and St. Mary's River, in the Potomac, tbe Reliance and Resolute
relieving each other from the Rappahannock to the Potomac. The
Anacostia remains at Fredericksburg. I enclose the report of Acting
Master Provost, commanding the A nac08tia, of an expedition (by order
of General Burnside) to Port Royal (on the Rappahannock). I have
instructed Mr. Provost to comply with any request the commanding
officer of the land forces may make. The traffic between Maryland and
Virginia is much diminished, but large nnmbers of men from Charles
and St. Mary's counties, I learn, have crossed to escape drafting.

I am obliged for the launches, Nos. 1 and 2, but without men and offi
cers they are useless.

I intended going to Washington in person, but the absence of the
Resolute will not permit my leaving until sbe returns.

I will require two additional acting master's mates, and I have no
one to recommend from the flotilla.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Oommander.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.
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[Subenoloellre.j

u. S. S. ANACOSTIA,
Fredericksburg, Augmt 16, 1862.

SIR: In pursuance of orders from Major-General Burnside, I went
on board the steamboat Oooper's Point, Oaptain O. Lachemeyer, with a
detachment of six men of the crew of the U. S. gunboat Anacostiaand
twenty-five of the Ninth New York Volunteers (Hawkins Zouaves), in
command of Lieutenant [Goo. n.] Herbert. ·The whole force was armed
and we also had the two brass howitzers which are attached to Lieu
tenant Herbert's company.

Our point of destination was Port Royal, a small town, some 35 miles
below Fredericksburg on the Rappahannock H.iver, where we were
credibly informed that regular communication was had with Rich
mond and Baltimore.

On the way down I landed at several plantations and found them
deserted by the proprietors. From information received from contra
bauds I was led to believe that recruits for the rebel Army were being
ferried across the river to Port Royal, and passed theuce to Richmond,
and that arms, goods, and stores of various kinds were also safely sent
by the same route.

Accordingly, I hauled my vessel up the stream and waited for night.
About midnight a ne~o named Richard Parker brought me word that
a wagonload of goods had arrived and was waiting transportation
across the river. Taking Captain Lachemeyer and ten men I ascended
the bank and a short distance from the ferry found and arrested three
young meu, who acknowledged that they were on their way to Rich
mond to join the rebel Army. About half an hour later a party of ten
more in a four-horse wagon came np and were met and held in talk by
Captain Lachemeyer (who led them to suppose him to be a rebel soldier)
until I arrived with a fresh detachment and took them prisoners.

Part of them were armed with pistols, but a careful search of their
baggage revealed l).O papers except some of little importance, which
were sent to General Burnside, and some letters, which accompany this
report.

I also destroyed several small boats at Port Royal and burned the
canal boat, which they used to ferry persons across the river. This
boat was raised during the last freshet and used for the purpose named,
or else was floated off from the bank.

The following are the names of the prisoners taken, who were handed
over to the provost-marshal at this place:

A. Grins, Morgan E. Harris, W. H. Archer, John L. Welch, E. K.
Goldsborough, Albert Mudd, George Mudd, O. R. Hodges, W. S.
Winder, M. Thompson, H. Burch, Lloyd Lowndes, G. C. Burch.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON PROVOST,

Acting Master, Oommanding Anacostia.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Oomdg. Potomac and Rappahannock Flotilla, U. S. S. Freeborn.
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{Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Attgust 24,1862.
Send immediately, if not already done, one of the double-end gun

boats and four lighter draft boats to Aquia Creek to cooperate with
the Army. Let them report by letter to the Department.

GIDEON 'WELLES,
Sec1'etary of tlte Navy.

Commodore CHARLES WILKES,
Commanding James River Flotilla, Fortress .il/onroe.

[Telei1'&'D.]

FALMOUTH IVA.], August 24, r1862]-2:20 p. m.
(Heceived at 'Washington 2:50 p. m.)

The five or siJJi gunboats which were to be sent to Aquia Creek have
not yet arrived. It is advisable that they should be sent tIlere at once.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- Geneml•.

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

[Telegram.]

FORTRESS MONROE, August 25,1862.
(Received at Washington, D. C., August 26-11 a. m.)

SIR: The vessels, one double-ender and four smaller steamers of light
draft, have been dispatched, agreeably to your order by telegram.
They will report to you on arrival at Aquia Creek by letter.

Respectfully, yours,
CHARLES WILKES,

Commanding James River Flotilla.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY,

Washington.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Wilkes, U. S. Navy,
commanding Ja.mes River Flotilla,relative to gunboats fo·r duty in
Aquia Creek, Virginia.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 25,1862.
SIR: I sent you a telegram yesterday, directing that five gunboats

be sent immediately to Aquia Crook to cooperate with the Army. This
order was in a verbal requisition to the Department for five oJ six light
draft gnnboats at that point. I did not specify which boats, for I
knew not which boats could be spared with least detriment to you.
They will doubtless have been dispatched before this reaches you.

The change that has taken place in the army movements and the
withdrawal of the troops from the Peninsula will render necessary a
corresponding change in the flotilla, which was organized to cooperate
with and aid the Army in its then contemplated demonstration npon
Richmond.

Until the military forces shall have become consolidated under the
new order, the flotilla will continue to mellace Richmond, but the
Department is not prepared to advise offensive operations, nor do I
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know that it is expected. In a few days the flotilla will in all proba
bility be relieved, and, as soon as it can be, a considerable portion of
its gunboats will be detached and ordered to other duty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore CHARLES 'VILKES,

Uommanding James River Flotilla.

Letter from commandant navy yard, Washington, to Lieutenant-Oom
ma-nder Magqw, U. s. Navy, senior officer Potomac Flotilla, giving iTt/or
mation of the operations of a smuggler.

COMMA.NDANT'S OFFICE, NA.VY YARD,
Washington, August 26, 1862.

SIR: I forward for your information, careful examination, and discreet
action some memoranda derived from a BOurce which entitles them to
confidence.

There is Or person, whose name I glean to be Sable (this is probably
incorrect, but the lIame is not ofmnch consequence), who is driving an
extensive contraband trade. He comes over twice a week from the
Virginia shore and goes into Smith's Creek, which is between Point
Lookont and St. Mary's River,

A fortnight ago to-day he carried over with a small sloop in company
nearly 200 persons, some of whom he brought to the Maryland side with
him, but a large number were recruits from that State.

The individual has a large canoe, capable of carrying fifty or more per
sons. She has a white bottom, dark ~unwales, two leg-of-mutton sails,
foresail bright and new, mainsail not more than half as large as the
fore, of dark color, mildewed and old.

The owner is usually disguised as a fisherman and has with him three
persons in the daytime.

The depot on the Maryland side is in Smith's Creek, up a long, unfre
quented cove, to Mr. Edward Able's laJldin~. From this point he goes
to St. Inigoes, where he is said to be supplied with various articles
from a store kept by two persons-Taylor and Bean. One of them is
postmaster and the other collector of the county taxes, but both are
spoken of as rank rebels. If, therefore, you come in contact with them
be upon your guard, as they may mislead you and will no doubt profess
loyalty. Do not let them know you suspect them. The distance from
St. Inigoes to Able's is short and they put out at a favorable moment.

The smugglers have to pass the collector's office. He is not accused
of being a traitor, but is said to be afraid. I do not wish you to com
municate more of these particulars to your officers than is necessary.
They may be of use to you in forming your plans. I would recommend
you to proceed cautiously with this wary rogue, and I do not think it
best that the large vessels of t~e flotilla should appear too near his
tracks. The Wyandank will joiu your flotilla as soon as she receives
her coal and guns. I have pointed out the different places referred to
in this letter upon the chart and he informs me he knows something of
them.

He will have men enough to fit out a boat expedition, which, if man
aged quietly and the boats' crews disguised, I think will result in the
captnre of the smugglers and some at least of his gang.



F. JOSSELYN,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,
Oommanding Flotilla, Potomac and Rappahannock.
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His starting point from the Virginia shore is from a small creek known
as Presley's Creek,5 or 6 miles below the month of Coan River. I have
pointed out the localities to Acting Master McGowan and directed him
to show them to you and give you my views as to BOrne of the details of
the expedition. You will, however, use your own discretion, as, bein~
upon the spot, yon have better opportunity of knowing what to do and
how to do it.

With best wishes for your success. I am, very respectfully, your obe
dient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

Lieutenant-Commander S. MAGAW, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master Josselyn, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Reliance, of depredations committed by army transports near tM flUJuth
of the Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. RELIANCE, August 26 1862.
Sm: I have the honor to report to yon that, in my absence np the

river to Fredericksbnrg; the steam transports Telegraph and Rotary
came into the mouth or the Rappahannock and the crews from both
vessels went on shore and robbed the houses on shore, breaking into
the women's trunks, taking their jewelq and clothes, and taking their
beds away with them.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Report of Acting Master Foster, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Satellite, of arrival at Aquia Oreek.

U. S. S. SATELLITE, August 26,1862.
SIR: In obedience to the order of Commodore Charles Wilkes I have

the honor to report the steamer Satellite at anchor off Aquia Creek.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AMos P. FOSTER,
Oommanding Satellite.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES.
Secretary 0/ tM Nat'y, Washington, D. O.

[Telegram.]

FALMOUTH, VA'I Angust 27 r1862].-6: 30 p. m.
(Received at Washington, D. C., 7 p. ro.)

The gunboats that you promised me have not been sent to Aqnia
Creek; there shonld be at least six sent there at once.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General, Oommanding.
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Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Report of Lieutenant Morris, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Port
Royal, of arrival at Aquia Creek.

U. S. GUNBOAT PORT ROYAL,
Aquia Creek, August 27, 18(j2.

Sm: I have the honor to report the arrival of this steamer at thi~
place, in obedience to orders received from Oommodore Wilkes.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. U. MORRIS,

Lieutenant, Commanding, U. 8. Navy.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of th.e Navy, Was/>,ington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Quackenbush, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S.8.
Delaware, of arrival at Aquia Creek.

•
U. S. S. DELAWARE,

Aquia Creek, August 27,1862.
Sm: In obedience to the order of Oommodore Oharles Wilkes, dated

Angust 25, I have the honor to report my arrival at Aquia Oreek.
Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,

S. P. QUACKENBUSH,
.Lieutenant, Commanding.

Report of Acting Master Shankland, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Currituck, of arrival at Aquia Creek.

AQuIA OREEK, August 27,1862.
Sm: I respectfully report the arrival at this place of the U. S. gun

boat Currituck to the Department, as per orders received from Oommo
dore Charles Wilkes, commanding James River Flotilla.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WH. F. SHANKLAND,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

8ecretary of tluJ Navy.

ALBX. HAMILTON,
Acting Master, Oommandi1tfl.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj the Naouy, Washington, D. O.

Report of Acting Master Hamilton, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Ca:ur de Lion, of arrival at Aquia Creek.

U. S. S. O<EUR DE LION,
Aquia Creek, August 28, 1862.

Sm: I most respectfully report that, in accordance with the orders of
Oommodore Oharles Wilkes, commanding James River Flotilla, I have
arrived at this station with my vessel, and am ready for such duty as
yon may assign me.

Very respectfully,
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(Telegram.]

FALMOUTH [VA.], August 29 [1862J-1 p. m.
The gunboats at Aqnia Creek are about leaving for want of orders to

remain.
They should remain to protect the depot of supplies, and in fact there

should be more of them.
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major· General.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT,
August 29,1862.

Retain all the veBBels sent from James River at Aquia Creek until
further orders, but act in conjunction with General Burnside, to whom
you will communicate at Falmouth, Va.

SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER,
Off Aquia Oreek.

(Telegram.)

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

S. P. QUACKENBUSH,
Lieuumant·Oom'T1l4nder.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

AQua, August 29, 1862-3:40 p. m.
(Received at Washington 3: 50 p. m.)

Sm: I have received your telegram and will act in accordance with
tbe same. I have sent Lieutenant-Commauder G. U. Morris to Fal
mouth to communicate with Major-General Burnside.

Very respectfully,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

(Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 29,1862.
Turn over the command of the James RIver Flotilla to Rear-Admiral

L. M. Goldsborough and proceed without delay to Wasbington with the
lVachusett, Maratanza, Sonama, Tioga, Aroostook, and six mortar boats
and aBsume command of the Potomac Flotilla. Send the other six
mortar boats to Baltimore. Let the mortar boats come up undersai!.
Acknowledge receipt.

Commodore OHARL'ES WILKES,
Oommanding James River Flotilla, Hampton Roads, Va.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August .29,1862.
I have sent an order to Aquia Oreek to detain the boats. Wilkes is

ordered up the Potomac with a dozen vessels, and will assume command.
G. V. Fox.

Brigadier-General A. E. BURNSIDE,
Falmouth, Va.

Report of Acting Mcuter Provost, U. S. Nary, commanding U. S. S.
Anacostia, of expedition down the Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. ANACOSTIA,
Off Fred~icksburg, Va., August 29,1862.

Sm: Having been requested by M~jor·GeneralBuruside, I proceeded
down the river in steamer Oooper's Point with a section of Sixteenth
New York Artillery, Oaptain [Milo W.] Locke, and twenty sharp
shooters of the Fourth Rhode Island, as far as Port Iwyal [Va.],
breaking np several boats, and then at Port Royal Ferry. At 1 at
night I arrested. six persons, proving to be lieutenants, privates, and
recruits for the Soutbern Army, upon which no papers of any impor
tance were found. One had truuk tilled with smoking pipes, combs, and
some jewelry (bo/otus); capturing oue horse and carriage belonging to
one Oaptain Gibbs, recruitin/ot for Southern Army at Port Royal, he
having swum bis horse across, boating himself and wagon, also he
crossing and recrossin/ot daily, joining his carriage on the opposite side,
and proceeding toward the Potomac in order to meet parties-officers,
lieutenants, and privates for tbe rebel Army-and assisting same in
transporting goods. The following parties were taken prisoners:

Francis J. Reilly, jr" second lieutenant, Company G, Thirteenth
Virginia.

T. R. Todd, Oompany E, First Maryland,
Daniel Bile, Oompany E, First Maryland.
B. 1\'1. Riley, recruit.
E. Clark, recruit.
J. Stockdale, recruit.
Upon James Stockdale was found a certificate of 'enrollment within

onr Army. The prisoners were delivered up to General Burnside, and
I hope this will meet your approval.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON PROVOST,

Acting Master, Oommand·ing.
Lieutenant-Oommander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Oommanding Potomac FlotiUa.

Letter from the mayor of Alexandria, Va" to the Secretary of the Navy,
urging the p"esence of armed vessels off Aquilf Oreek.

ALEXANDRIA, August 29, 1862.
DEAR Sm: In view of what has occurred, I would most respectfully

suggest the importance of guarding the Potomac mver by armed steam
boats, particularly at the mouth of the river and at Aquia Oreek.



LEWIS McKENZIE,
Mayor.

74 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

Nothing seems to be too bold for the rebels to attempt, and the burn
ing of the ,,:harf and trestlework at the creek and the capture and des
truction of the cars would be a serious affair. The rebel troops have
recently been at Occoquan, and a raid from that point upon Aquia would
be very easy. Secessionists here are looking for something of the kind,
having actually put out the report of it to·day. It may be only a brief
anticipation.

I think a stationary boat here would be of service.
Very respectfully,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

A single gun fired from the shores of the Potomac on vessels would
a,t once prevent vessels coming here with supplies and would be a
serious loss to the Government. I think the timber on the river ought
to be cut down at all dangerous points; it could be done fore and aft
of the river, without much difficulty, on the Virginia side.

Order of oommandant navy yard, Wash-ington, to Lieutenant-Commander
Magaw, U. S. N a'l.'y, senior officer Potomac Flotilla" transmitting general
order regarding articles on captured vessels.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
. Washington, August 30,1862.

SIR: I enclose herewith a general order, of this date, relative to the
securing of articles on board of captured vessels, which you will please
communicate to all the vessels under your command,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commod{)re and Commandant.
Lieutenant SAML. MAGAW,

Potomac Flotilla.

[Enclo8ure. ]

GENERAL ORDER.] NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON,
August 30,1862.

Hereafter, all officers capturing vessels on the Potomac are required
to soo that all articles of merchandise or cargo are placed securely under
lock and seal, and all small articles of value collected together and
secured. All papers, of whatever description, to be carefully collected
and sealed by the officer making the capture in person, in order that
all those articles may be ready for immediate delivery 011 the arrival of
such prize at this yard.

AKDREW A. HARWOOD,
Co'mmandant.

[Telegram.]

FORTRESS MONROE, August 30,1862.
(Received at Washington, D. C., 5:10 p. m.)

Your second dispatch has been received. The vessels are coaling,
and will leave as Boon as possible. It is blowing half a gale of wind,
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which retards us considerably. The mortar schooners will get under
way as soon ail it lulls and the tide moves them. All will be off by to·
morrow.

Respectfully,
CHARLES WILKES.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Quackenbush, U. S. Na?11/, senior o.tficer
Potomac Flotilla, regarding vessels off Aquia Creek.

. U. S. S. DELAWARE,
Aquia Creek, Potomac River, August 30,1862.

Sm: I respectfully request you will give the necessary orders for
furnishing coal to this flotilla. .

The following vessels are now stationed off Aquia Creek: Delaware,
Port Royal, Currituck, Satellite and Cmur de Lion. The latter vessel is
leaking badly, and will probably have to be taken on the ways shortly
for repairs.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. QUACKENBUSH,

Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.).

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 30,1862.
You can bring with you the Jacob Bell, Yankee, and the tug Alert.

GIDEON WELLES.
Commodore CHAS. WILKES, U. S. Navy.

Old Point Comfort, Va.

Sm: The vessels under
o'clock, 31st August.

[Telegram.)

FORT MONROE, August 31.
(Received at Washington, 4: 15 p. m.)

my command leave within an hour to 10

CHARLES WILKES,
Commanding.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

[TolegrlUD.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 1,1862.
Consult with Major-General Burnside and leave snfficient force to

protect his movement. It is reported that the Anacostia is ashore in
the Rappahannock. Send one light-draft vessel in to ber relief. Two
have gone from the yard.

GIDEON WELLES.
Commodore CHAS. WILKES,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, off Aquia Creek.
(Care Major-General A. E. Burnside.)
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander Whiting,
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Wyandotte, to report for duty in
Potomac Flotilla.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 1,1862.
Sm: Proceed to the Potomac River with the U. S. S. Wyandotte,

and, upon falling in with Commodore "Wilkes, you will report to that
officer for duty in the flotilla under his command.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Lieutenant-Commander W. D~ WHITING,
Commanding U. 8. S. Wyandotte, New York.

[Telegr&n1.]

AQUIA CREEK, September 1, 1862-6: 40 a. m.
(Heceived at Washington 7:~O a. m.)

I ought to have more gunboats here. It is an absolute necessity.
The Anacostia has been so notified and will be here in a day or two
unless something happens.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

G. V. Fox,
AS8'istant Secretary Navy.

[Telegrnm.]

N-AVY DEPAR'.fMENT, September 1, 1R62.
Commodore Wilkes left Hampton Roads yesterday with nine gnn

boats, and you had better intercept him when he passes to-day. He will
no doubt leave part of his force with you at your request.

G. V. Fox.
Major-General A. E. BURNSIDE,

A quia Creek, Ya.

[Telegram. I

N.A.vy DEPARTMENT, September 2, 1862.
Turn over the vessels of the Potomac Flotilla, with all orders, instruc·

tions, and information, to Commodore Oharles Wilkes, the commander
of the James River Flotilla.

GIDEON WELLES.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Comma,ndant Navy Yard, Washington.

Letter from commandant navy yard, W flshington, to Commodore Wilkes,
U. S. Na,vy, appointed to command Potomac Flotilla.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, N.A.VY YARD,
Washington, ,september 2, 1862.

Sm: By direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, I hereby
turn over to you the vessels composing the Potomac Flotilla as follows:

Thomas Freeborn, Lieutenant-Commander Samuel Magaw, com·
manding.
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Anaoostia, Actin~ Master Nelson Provost, commanding.
Reliance, Acting Master F. Josselyn, commanding.
Resolute, Acting Master J. C. Tole, commanding.
Wyandank, Acting Master John McGowan, commanding.
TefUer, Actin~ Ensign Philip Sheridan, cOJllmanding.
Enclosed yon will find copies of all orders, iustructions, and informa

tion given to Lieutenant-Oommander Magaw in regard to the duties of
said vt'ssels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore.
Commodore CHAS. WILKES,

Commander of the James River Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, [WASHINGTON, D.O.],
September:& [18li2],-2 a. m.

- (Received 2 : 25 a. m.)
Your order directing four gunboats to be sent to Aqnia Creek has

been delivered to Captain Jenkins in person. Boats will leave at
daylight.

Hon. G. WELLES.

Order of the Assi&tant Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Wilkes,
U. S. Nal!y, Commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding extent of
command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 2,1862.
SIR: Your command willtnclude the Rappahannock and Piankatank

rivers, both of which, and the landings adjacent, you will effectually
blockade.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary.
Oommodore CHARLES WILKES,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Wa8hington, D. C.

Report of Commodore Wilkes, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding locat·ion of u. S. steamers Jacob Bell and Wachusett.

U. S. S. W ACHUSETT,
Off U. S. Arsenal, Potomac River, September 2, 1862.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have
dispatched the Jacob Bell, with orders to anchor near Georgetown,
and to guard the Virginia approach to the aqueduct. The Waclut8ett
will take position this evening in the Virginia channel of the Potomac,
near the south end of the Long Bridge, and will effectually guard the
approach thereto.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES WILKES,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

&cretary of the N a'D'J/, W fUhington.
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Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,
Oommanding Potomac and Rappahannock Fl()tilla.
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Report of Acting Master Provost, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Ana-·
costia, of the movement of that vessel down the Rappahannock River.

U. s. S. ANACOSTIA, September 2,1862.
SIR: I left Fredericksburg, Va., on Sunday night, after the bridges

beillg [were] blown up. At the request of General A. E. Burnside I
left for the mouth of the Happahallnock River, breaking up all the
boats I saw on my way down. About 20 miles from the month of thf\
river the engine broke down, which report I enclose. Before I left
Fredericksburg, set on fire a sloop; did not learn her name.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Weekly report of Lieutenant-Commander MagaU', U. S. Na.t'y, command
ing U. S. S. Thomas Freeborn, relative to affairs in the Potonl-ac and

. Rappahannock rivers.
u. S. S. FREEBORN,

Potomac River, September 4,1862.
SIR: I have the honor to snbmit my weekly report.
The crossing from Maryland to Virginia has almost entirely ceased.

Althongh cruising at night in boats, we have not succeeded in catching
any llarties. .

I have received your two general orders in relation to prizes and yonr
letter marked confidential. Smith's Creek has been carefully watched.
I received a note from Lientenant-Commander de Krafft conveying an
order from you in relation to the Anacostia, etc. I convoyed her from
the Rappahannock to the Potomac, and send her to the yard. Her
engine needs much overhauling. I enclose· the report of her senior
engineer; also a report of Acting Master Provost, commanding the
Ana~ostia.

The Rappahannock River is being blockaded by the Resolute, with
orders not to leave the mouth. I presume it was not your intention to
leave the entrance unguarded. The Freeborn has been cruising from
Aquia Creek to Point Lookont. The Wyantlank is at Piney Point, sup
plying stores, etc. The Reliance fis J also in the Potomac. One of the
coal schooners sent to the moutb of the Rappahannock will be dis
charged to-day. I propose to hire a portion of the wharf at Piney
Point for a coal depot. The demurrage of the two coal schooners
amounts to about $16 per day, and I think the Piney Point wharf or
that of Plowdens (on the Wicomico) [Md.], can be contracted for at
$3. Will you authorize it'

Master's Mate J. J. Brice has been under my command for about a
year. I cheerfully recommend him and ask your infiuence that he be
made an acting ensign and pld>Ced in command of the Eureka.

Since the death of Mr. John Johnson, second assistant engineer of
this vessel, in May last, I have had but two third assistants, Mr.
William P. Magaw being the senior. His dnties have been performed.
to my entire satisfaction, and I beg you will have him made a second
assistant or have an officer of that grade sent to me. I received a
verbal order from Commodore Wilkes to act under my present instruc
tions until further orders. I enclose so.me requisitioDs and a letter
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from a lady in Westmoreland County, Va., in relation to her negroes.
I have not seen or heard of them. Some parties from the transports
Telegraph and Rotary have landed in Lancaster County (Rappahan
nock) and committed depredations, of which the flotilla got the credit,
88 well as that of negro stealing. Everything was quiet on the lower
Rappahannock yesterday. Some few of the enemy's scouts had beeu
seen. Some barges loaded with army stores were wrecked in the recent
gale uear the mouth of th&Rappahannock. The inhabitants plundered
two of them, and the others, four in number, are bilged, but under
charge of the Resolute, the quartermaster's agent in charge promising
to send a wrecking party at once. From the two that were plundered
nine men were taken, and I suppose sent to Richmond.

Acting Master John Kellogg, recently returned from sick leave, is
Benior to Mr. Plnnkett,.who is a much younger aud more active officer,
and I don't wish him superseded. If Mr. Kellogg can be detached,
and you will send me two master's mates, I will be obliged. I have
but two, aud they have a watch to keep and boat duty also.

Very respectfully, your servant, .
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Commantkr.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

General instructions of Commod{)re Wilkes, U. S. Na1)y, commanding
Potoma.c Flotilla.

U. S. S. WACHUSETT, September 5,1862.
First. All vessels, steamers, boats, and transports are to be over·

hauled. If they have no passes they will be detaiued and reported.
The passes will be signed by the commanding officer of flotilla.

Second. All boats or canoes of uo value will be destroyed; but if of
value, to be detained for tow to Wasbington. Tbe papers (registers,
etc.) will be evidence respecting their characters, and will be carefully
sealed and transmitted to the flagsbip.

Third. All passengers are to be retained and sent up to the flagship.
Fourth. No communication of any kind is to be permitted between

the shore of the rivers or bays.
Fifth. As many boats are to be fitted to cruise during the night as

can be spared from the vessels. The crews who have been in the boats
at night will be permitted to take their hammocks for certain hours
during the day.

Sixth. The communication along the river will be maintained through
the vessels on the different stations by passing dispatches, reports,
mails, etc., from one statiou to another, and 80 on np to the flagship.
'l'be lower station will leave at 8 a. m. One hour and thirty minutes is
allowed for the transmission through the limits ofeach station. Reports
to be made daily. In case of necessity, reports will be sent immediately
by the same mode of transmission. This plan is resorted to to prevent
any vessel from going beyond the limits of her station.

Seventh. Signals (boat code) will be repeated through the several
stations, with the smokestack number of the vessel where it originates.
This will take place as often as requisite to give information.

OHARLEB WILKES,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
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SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Commtmder.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Thomas Fruborn, relative to tke capture of a small schooner.

Semiofficial.j U. S. S. FREEBORN, September 5, 1862-p. m.
Sm: I respectfully enclose a report· of Acting Master Josselyn, com

manding the Reliance, of the capture of a small schooner this morning
at Currioman.

The parties iu her, with the exception of one man, escaped.
• • • • • • •

Commodore A. A. HA.RWOOD,
. Comma1~ding Navy Yard.

Report ofLieutenant-Commander Jfagaw, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Thomas Freebarn, regarding seizurell.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, September 6,1862.

SIR: I have the honor to enclose the report· of Acting Master
McGowan in relation to some seizures made by the officers and crew
of the Wyandank; also a report of an examination held on the boiler
and engine of the Reliance. 1 shall be obliged to send her to the yard in
a few days for repairM. I have detained the Anacostia at Piney Point,
her accounts .having just been transferred to Paymaster Cosby, and
some of her crew are to be paid off.

This morning before day I seized a large white canoe entering Smith's
Creek and answering your description in your letter (marked confiden
tial) of the 26th. Two men, Thomas Richardson and William Allen,
were in her. I have detained them until I can further investigate the
matter. They state they were oystering, which is improbable, from
the fact that they were without tongs. 1 think the canoe was on her
return from a trip to Virginia. I am informed that Mr. Uichard Colton
(whose son I reported to you as having goue into Virginia) will soon
make a trip to Baltimore for the purpose of purchasing arms, etc., to
send to Virginia. Mr. Colton was lately appointed enrolling officer of
his district, but declined serving. The inhabitants of this (St. Mary's)
county are very bitter and exulting over what they call our late reverses.
You will see in Mr. McGowan's report that one of his boats was fired
on last night from the Maryland shore. I would recommend a land
force, say two companies, to cooperate with the steamers. I have sent
word to certaiu parties that I would hold their farms responsible if any
of my officers or men were killed or wounded by shots fired therefrom.

I regret to say that Third Assistant Engineer McLane, of the lVyan
dank, was accidentally wounded by discharge of his pistol. He was
sent on board the Corwin, where he had immediate medical attendance.
It was carelessness on his part. If the surgeons report it necessary I
will send him to the hospital. I will send by the Anacostia a small
schooner and all contraband articles captured, as also the prisoners,
with statements, agreeably to your late general orders. I take the lib
erty of sending you a small Virginia Commonwealth note of the new
issue; it is the first I have seen.

* Not folind.
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The Reliance has some dozen Enfield rifles, obtained from the wrecks
of the two barges plundered by the inhabitants of Mathews County,
Va. I have directed her to turu them over to the ordnance department
at the yard. They belong to the Army.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant- Oommander.
Commodore A. A.HARWOOD, B'". S. Navy,

Oommanding NallY Yard, lVashington, D. O.

[TeleK1"&lIl. ]

• • •

W ASHING'l'ON NAVY YARD,
September 9,1862-10: 40 a. m.. . .. ..

.An important check to the trade across the river has been given.
We have prisoners, merchandise, and papers, showing who the fur
nishers of goods are.

I am waiting for Commodore Wilkes to act, as my command has been
turned over to him.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Ootmnandant Na,vy Yard.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

Report of CommodQf'e Wilkes, U. S. Navy, commanding Poto'mac Flotilla,
regarding the forwarding of persons and lu£pers captured by the U. S. S.
lVyandank.

u. S. S. WACHUSETT,
Navy Yard, lVashington, Septmnber 9,1862.

8m: I have the honor to enclose sumlry papers· taken possession of
by the officer iu charge of the launch of the Wyandank; and also to
inform the Department that I have turned over to Commodore Har
wood the following-named persolls, who were captured by the launch
of the lVyandank:

Dr. William Wirt (white), William Hammond (yellow), John Locust
(yellow), William Hammond (yellow), Edward Mahouey (black), Charles
L. Cook (white), W'illiam, Rich (black), John Hungerford (black), Rob·
ert l~ich (black), Bushroll E. Courtney (white).

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES WILKES,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOD. GIDEON WELLES,

Secreta1'yof the Na,t'y, Washington.

Unimportant.

N W R-VOL 5--U
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Wilkes, U. S. Na,.y, to
transfer the command of Potomac Flot-illa to Commodore Harwood,
U. S. Navy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September .9,1862.
Sm: You will turn over the command of the Potomac Flotilla to

Oommodore Harwood, and furnish him with a list of the vessels, their
disposition, and orders.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Oommodore CHARLES WILKES, U. S. Navy,
Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard. Washington, _
regarding U. S. schooner Baile-y.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 9,18(;2.
SIR: You will please send the schooner Bailey to the Philadelphia

navy yard, there to be laid up, I'lubject to the order of the Coast Survey.
I am, respectfully, your obedieut servant,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy,
to assume command of the Potomac Flotilla, and transmitting lettcr
from the mayor of Alexandria regarding the re-mot'al of trees from the
Yirginia shore.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Septembcr 9,1862.
Sm: Enclosed herewith please find copy of a letter, dated the 6th

instant, from L. McKenzie, esq., mayor of Alexandria, Va., who can
furnish 700 or 800 contrabands. The suggestions therein contained are
worthy of your attention. Commodore Wilkes having been ordered to
sea, you will for the present direct the movements of the Potomac
Flotilla.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Seeretm'y of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla,
Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

[Enclosure.]

MAYOR'S OFFICE,
Alexandria, Ya., September 6, 1862.

DEAR Sm: I would beg leave most respectfully to suggest that, in
view of the fact of the probable occupaucy of Manassas and the accu
mulating again of Oonfederate troops on the Potomac at no very dis
tant period to prevent vessels coming np the Potomac, a sufficient
tnrce of contrabands under cover of the gunboats be sent down to cut
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down the trees on the shores of Virginia. Bufficiently far back to prevent
the building of batteries or the planting of fieldpieces to fire on vessels.
Unless this i!:l done we may look for a repetition of the same kind of
annoyances onr vessels met with, which so largely increased the
expenses of transportation for the Army. The first gun fired increases'
the raws 50 per cent.

Your obedient servant,
LEWIS McKENzm,

~A1ayor.

Hon. GplEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding captures made by U. S. S. j)elaware.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Was/t'illgton, September 10, 1862.

8m: The Reliance arrived at the yard this morning with six Ill'is
oners antla qnantity of dry goods, taken by the Delaware.

The prisoners have been sent to the provost-marshal, and the goodR
will be delivered to the prize court as soon as they are landed. The
following is It list of the prisoners, viz:

Hiram Hardwick, of JIagne, Va.
John Hanson, of Fluvanna, Va.
Joseph Newman, of Warsaw, Va.
Charles Johnson (colored), of Hague, Va.
Eli Bandy (colored), of Mattox, Va.
Also Hichllrd W. Jenkins, of Cnrrioman, Va., captured by the Reliance.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDREW A. IlARWOOD,
Commodore.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Commodore Har/cood, [T. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, of the receipt of letter from the mayor of A lexandria, Va.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, September 10,186'2.

SIR: I have received your letter of yesterday instructing IDe to direct,
fQr the present, the movements of the Potomac Flotilla, and enclosing
a copy of a letter from the mayor of Alexandria.

I will confer with the mayor to·day for the purpose of ascertaining
his views definitely, and of rendering him such assistance as the service
may demand.

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, yonr obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

•
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Letter fro'ln Commodore Wilkes, U. S. Nav./I, ulte commanding Potomac
Flotilla, to Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, transferring that com
mand to him.

u. S. S. WACHUSE'l'T"September 10, 1862.
SIR: I herewith enclose- a list of the vessels of the Potomac Flo

tilla and their stations, whicll, by order of the Navy Department, I
turn over to your command. I also forward to you a chart of the Poto
mac, with stations marked j also sundry requil;itions, approved and not
approved, and other papers relating to the squadron, and two books of
blank pMses.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES WILKES,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Commodore A.. A. IIARWOOll,

Commanding Navy Yard, Washington,.D. C.

Report of Commodore Harll'ood, U. S. Naty, commanding Poto"wc Flo
tilla, seeking Department's instructions.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, X AVY YARD,
Washington, September 11, loU:!.

Sm: In Lieutenant-Commander Magaw's wcekly report, dated Free
born, September 4, he proposes to hire a portion of the wharf at Piney
Point for a coal depot.

He remarks that the demurrage of the two coal schooners amounts
to about $16 a day, and that he thinks tbe wharfin question or that of
Plowden's, on the Wicomico [Md.], cau be contracted for at the rate
of $3 a day. •

Will you please inform me whether in this and in like circulllstances
involving economy I may use my discretion!

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding .Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

ReportofI.Jieutcna.nt-Commander llfagaw, U. 8. Nany, comnwnding (r. S. S.
Thomas l?reeborn, of clrrit'ccl in the Potomac from the Rappalwnnock

Rit'er.
u. S. S. FREEnoR~,

o.tr Smith's Point, &ptembcr 15, lSU:.!.

Sm: I respeetfully report that I came from the Rappahannock la8t
night to Point Lookout for water, 8ucceding, however, in getting about
a day's alowance.

Nothing has occurred since my letter of ~'esterday.

Several shells were fired this morning in tbe vicinity of Coan Hiver,
supposed to be from one of the mortal' boats.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Ueutcnant- Commanclm·.
Commodorc A. A. HARWOOD, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Plotilla.

• Not fount\.
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~eport of Commodore Haru:ood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding capture of suspicious per80ns.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
WlUJhington, September 15, 1862.

SIR: I have to report that I brought up with me in the Ella the fol
lowing persons:

Refugee8.-Dr. 'William H. Chalmers, John Whitman, John Simpson,
S.·ott Gisby, A. B. Hutchings.

Lieutenant-Commauder McCrea, of the Jaoob Bell, referring to theRe
persons, writes:

They represent themselves as Union men aD/las having been nnable to leave Rich
mond ere thiH. They have been there eighteen months..

I ean not "oneh for their assertion being trne or false. They say they l,elong to
N"w York. I trust no one.

These persons were sent on my arrival to the provost-marshal, with a
statement of their cases.

Prisoller8.-William Allen and Thomas Richardson, captured in the
Potomac River off Smith's Creek, St. Mary's County, Md., in the large
white eanoe, identified as the one known to have been used for some
time in transporting passengers and merchandiie from Maryland to
Virginia.

These men, when questioned, said they were oystering; but had no
implements on board for the purpose.

Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, on examining a list of names of Vir
ginians engaged in illegal traffic, which list was given by a loyal citi
zen previous to the capture, found the names of William Allen and
Thomas Richardson noted &s having transported ammunition and
recruitR for the enemy.

I have made this statement to the provost-marshal, and I hope these
men may not be set free. I have reason to believe that they are very
unscrupulous in taking and breaking the oath of allegiance to the
United States.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Flotilla, Potomac River.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant-Comma,nder Magaw, U. S. No,vy, commanding
U. S. 8. Thoma,8 llreeborn, regarding the b1lrning of schooner Arctic.

U. S. S. FREEBORN,
Mouth of Rappahannock, September 15, 1862.

Sm: I respectfully report having burned one of the schooners I
spoke to you of, in the Great Wicomico, named the Arctic. The others
were worthless.

There are two companies of the enemy between Great Wicomico and
the head of Coan River. Some of them were seen by our launch this
morning, apparently making an attempt to reach a point near which
she would have to pass, but nothing more was seed of them, as they
had to pass through Borne woodland.
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I came into this river this afternoon; no sign of the enemy here. •
The Resolute has arriverl.

I have the honor to be, your f'ervant, _
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant· OOfllmander.
Oommodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, etc.

Letter from the Secretary of tlie Navy to· Oommodore Harwood, U. 8.
Nat·y, commanding Potomac Flotilla, transmitting information regard
ing breach of blockade between Maryland and Virginia.

NAVY DEPARTMENT,
September 15, 1862.

Sm: I herewith enclose a copy of a letter from Stephen Shinn, esq.,
of Alexandria, dated 7th instant, in reference to communication between
the Maryland and Virginia shores.

I am, respectfJllly, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES

Secret4ry of the Navy.
O'lmmodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

[Enclosnre.]

ALEXANDRIA,
September 7, 1862.

Sm: I am credibly informed that there is a small schooner-rigged
boat regularly plying between Port Tobacco, Md., and Upper Machodoc
Creek, Va., carrying mails and pasRengers. This boat was built and
owned by H. R. Bradshaw, of this city; is It flat, with a centerboard,
and is singularly rigged with quite a short foremast, and is well calcu
lated for such busiuess. I do not know that Bradshaw is with the
boat, but he is absent from here and is quite a shrewd fellow, and would
readily engage in such business for money. I am further informed
there is a small, white-painted sloop engaged in the same business from
Cobb'R Point, Md., to the Virginia shore.

TLese fellows are too sharp to be caught by the gunboats or revenue
cutters, as they know them all and keep out of their way. There is a
Captain John Brist.ow in the propeller Downin,q, who knows them and
tells me that he could capture them if authorized to do so. This pro
peller is already ill the employ of the Government.

I have communicated with General Wadsworth to-day on the sub·
ject, as he recently informed me he had sent some cavalry down into
that country.

Very respectfully, your obedient Rervant,
STEPHEN SHINN.

Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.



Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washingun, D. C.

A. A. lIARWOOD.

OPERATIONS ON THE POT01IIAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 87

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Harwood, U. S. NatJy,
oommanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding wharfage.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 16, 1862.

Sm: Your letter· of the 11th instant has been received. Yon are
anthorized to nse your discretion in the matter of hiring a wharf or
wharves for the vessels of the flotilla on the Potomac.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Master Ives, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. YanI-ee,
of the arrest of Dr. Lomax and Mr. Pye.

U. S. S. YANKEE, September 16, 1862.

Sm: I beg respectfully to report that yesterday afternoon at about
4 p. m. a deserter, calling himself Perry Seymour, came on board and
requested protection. He says that he left Uicbmond about tl.ll'ee weeks
ago and only arrived day before yesterday at the Potomac HiveI'.

Dr. Lomax and Mr. Pye were arrested last evening by the ~uard boat
from this vessel at about 9 o'clock. They were in a small skiff, and they
stated that they were only going to the Maryland shore to see Mr. Pye's
father. There was no merchandise in the boat.

Very respectfully,
THOMAS POYNTON IYEs,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Commodore HARWOOD,

Cotntnanding Potomao Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, September 17,1862-3 p. m.
Dr. I..omax and Mr. Pye, who were arrested by the Yankee's boats on

the Potomac, have been released by the military authorities and ask
for a passage back again. I think it Dlay be safely granted.

ShaUL grant it!

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Report of Acting Master Rogers, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. schooner
William Bacon, regarding e.x:aminativn of se/woner George H. Berry.

U. S. SCHOONER WILLIAM BACON,
Off Kettle Bottom Shoals, Potomac Ril'er, September 17, 1862.

Sm: Having been a week to·day Oil this station, and not having
seen Lieutenant-Commander Franklin, or any senior officer, to report

.. &Ie p.S1.
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to or receive instruction8 from, I may be doillg nnwittingly what is
not right. However, I will strive to do what is right to the best of
my ability. If I err I hope yon will overlook it. I slJOuld be very
glad to get some instructions in regard to several matters.

On Monday, the 15th, I saw a small schooner close in with the land
above Monroe'8 Creek, on the Virginia shore. We lay at the time off
Mattox Creek. I had some suspicion and immediately got nnderway
and ran up toward him [and1boarded him.

I found on the return of my officer WiUl the captain and his papers
that it was the schooner George H. Berry, 31H- tons register, George
N. West, master, under an enrollment and coastin~ license granted at
the port of Accomac Court-House, on the 25th day of .June, 1862,
signed by H. P. Parker, surveyor of said port, and taken out for the
term of one year. Things appearing all right and his papers granted
in pursuance of and according to the rules of the act of Congress of
the United States of America, I endorsed his papers, gave him permis
sion to proceed up river, he Ming bound to Washington. He had in
some little produce and 600 or 700 bushels of oats in bulk. The wind
had fallen calm through the night, alll] the ebb tide obliged him to
anchor in the position I found him. I have seen by accident in a news·
paper that all vessels trading or coasting on the Potomac River are
obliged to have a permit from the commander of the Potomac Flotilla.
The Gwrge H. Berry llad none, but I did not sce this until after. I would
be obliged to you if you would arrange so that [11 can gain some infor
mation in regard to such matters, and also what rshall do with contra
bands. Three came oft' 011 board of this vessel on the 15th. They
knew nothing of the schooner I have spoken of, but they say that their
master, :Mr. I::'pearmall, and others, are concerned in flo pungy or small
vessel that is coming into Mattox Creek. I am on the lookont, and lay
off the month of the creek. Please inform me what I shall- do with
contrabands. Mr. Lane grows no better, and has either chills or fever
every day and is growing weak, and I think I ought to order him to
report to ~'OU, and will venture to do so the first opportunity that offers,
hoping that there is nothing wrong in so doing.

Your obedient servant,
W"lI1:. P. ROGlms,

Acting Master, Commanding U. S. Schooner William Bacon.
Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding PutomlW Plotilla.

Report ofActing Afaster Phinney, U. 8. "Klt1'y, Oommanding U. S. schooner
Racer, of captm'c of two men while crossing Potomac Hirer.

U. S. SCHOONER RACER,
Off Aquia Ot'eek, Septcmber 17, 18G2.

SIR: I send you ill arrest, under the following circumstances, two
men calling themselve8 William L. Taylor and --"- Lewis:

Having observed boats under suspicious circumstances on the 1tlary
land shore, I have kept 1\ bright lookout for them in the daytime, SllS

pecting that they would endeavor to pass goods over the river. On
visiting the shore, I ascertained from negroes that goods were being
carried over at night when opportunity occurred. Since then I have
had my boats at night constantly engaged on guard duty, sending par
ties on shore to scout the country, and made arrangements to seize the
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next arrival of goods that should appear. Last night the leather trunk,
marked "R II. Posey," which I send you, was found in the woods,
partially concealed, by my scouting partJ', with the contents as enclosed;
nothing of any apparent value. This morning the two men now sent
you were observed crossing in a small skiff'. My boat immediately pnt
oft' to intercept them, and compelling their return, took them under
arrest 011 the bank of the river. I had prcvionsly taken possession of
a boat found near where these men were arrested, which, on seeing, they
confessed was their own.

I send these men, the trunk, and the boat, that yon may dispose of
them as you may Rec fit.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
ALVIN PHINNEY,

Acting 11[a.~tI'1·, Comlluwding.
Commodore HARWOOD,

Commanding U. S. Navy l'ard, Washington.

Report of Acting ll{asfer Street, U. S. Nary, temponwily cmlUlUl1llling
U. S. S. Ja.cob Bell, regarding tlte clearing of Jlatlti.as Point.

U. S. S. J Aeon BELL,
Off Piney Point, &ptcmber 17, 1862.

Sm: In regard to your communication of yesterday, on dearing
Mathias Point, I wonld say that I do not think it can be done with the
Bell's crew, as half of the men woul«l have to remain on board to cover
those on shore. I propose to ltave a steamer stationed (as per draw
ing·), one above, the other below, the point-one to cover tbe road
above, the other to cover the cleared land below, to prevent the approach
of the enemy.

It will require some time, and to do the work effectually it will reqnire
75 contrabauds (with axes for tbe same), [) bales of oakum, 2 barrels
tar, and 15 gallons tnrpentine.

I am, sir, ready at any time, wben ordered, to undertake the expedi
tion.

I have the honor to be, yonI' obedient servant,
W. T. STREET,

Acting Mastl'r, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commander Eo P. MCCREA,

Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

ReplWt of I..tieutena.nt-Commander 11lcCrea, U. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. ~'}. Jacob Bell, regarding suppression of traffi{} between 1~laryland

and Yirginia and destruction of works on Mathias Point, l"a.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Off Piney Point, September 18, 186:2.

SIR: I arrived this morning at 11 a. m., and respectfully submit the
following report:

I find several refugees on St. George's Island, driven from Virginia,
and who intend to live on the island. I have every reason to believe
they are Union men and will engage in no trade contraband.

• Not fonnl1.
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Lieutenant-Commander Magaw has been relieved by the Ourrituck;
he proceeds to Washington to consult you. I enclose you a report of
the Jacob Bell in my absence; also report of Acting [Volunteer] Lieu
tenant Hays, of the Satellite, the duplicate lists, etc. The works on
Mathias Point will take about three days aud require the enclosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient p8rVallt,
E. I). MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Oommander amI Adjutant.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Putomac Flotilla.

[EnC!080reB.]

U.S.S.JAOOB BELL,
Potomac Flotilla, off Piney Point, September 17,1862.

Sm: Since yon left I have been actively engaged in preventing traffic
from Maryland to Virginia. Saturday night I sent the cutter, under
the charge of Acting Ensign George E. McConnell, to reconnoiter St.
George's Island. He found a large number of refugees upou the island
that had escaped from Virginia. Thinking it advisable to make a
reconnoissauce up the creeks and inlets, both on the Maryland and
Virginia shores, I accordingly got underway on Suuday morning and
stood over to Virginia, below Ragged Point, and sent the cutter with
six men, under the command of McConnell, up Jackson's Creek, with
instructions to tow out any boats that might be made available for
crossing the river. He proceeded lip both Jackson's and Gainor's
[Gardner's] creeks, but found nothing wort.h bringing oft'. Standing
down the river I picked up a yawl boat with five men, four of them
being furnished with passes from the Bremen consul at Richmond.
Then I landed at Piney Point. I have the boat, but the men I paroled
to go on the island.

Having obtained information that letters were sent from St. Inigoes
post-office to Virginia, I went around to St Mary's River and anchored at
Priests Point [Md.]. Together with Mr. Anderson I went to the post
office, but found no letters for Virginia, or any illegal transactions in
the vic~lIit.y. I have had the vessels at this station busily employed
from Uagged Point to the mouth of the river in looking after smaH
boats or trading vessels.

I have painted tile ship from stem to stern. Yesterday I picked up
four contrabands who tmy they are from Virginia, but from appear
ances I take them to be from Maryland. Colonel Code came on board
yesterday; two of his negroes ran off, and [Ile] visited me to look after
them. 1 think these are his. I.ast night :t sent a spy on St. George's
Island dressed in rebel nniform, with very good success. Took him off
this morning at 9 a. m., when I stood over for Virginia to Yeocomico
River, taking a pilot with me. I have "heen up all the branches of the
same, taken five prizes (small boats); was met by a party of cavalry;
opened fire on them from the vessel and drove them off. The cutter
received several shot. The gig was nnder the charge of lIr. McConnell,
with Mr. Anderson as volunteer; the cutter under Mr. Hodson. They
have also taken a "eine 70 fathoms long. I have seven boats in all.
What shall I do with them T I now have them hauled np at Piney
Point.

In regard to the tug Pa,cijic, she is lying here, totally unfit for nse,
her boilers being plugged ill several places and liable to blowout at any
time. I can make no UllC of her.



PETER HAYS,
Volunteer Lieutenant, Commq,nding Steamer Satellite.

GIlDEON WELLES,
Secretary oftlw Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Your communications I received at 6:30 this evening, and send this
off in haste.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WM. T. STREET,

Acting lI-laster and Exemlti'l'e Officer.

Lieutenant-Oommander E. P. MCCREA,
Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

•
u. S. S. J AOOB BELL, [September 18, 1862.]

Sm: Regarding the destrnction of Mathias ~.oint, it will take at
least three days. I propose to station vessels as per drawing,· above
and below the point to cover the road above, and the eleared land below,
to prevent the approach of the enemy. It will reqnire about 80 contra·
bands, 5 bales of oakum, 2 barrels of tar, 15 gaJlolls of turpentine.
Pickets will be thrown off from the gunboats, and a moderate shelling
of the point before llUlding.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant· Commander and A djutnnt.
Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

u. S. S. SATELLITE,
Potomac Flotilla, September 1:;,1862.

Sm: I beg leave to acknowledge the receiptor your order of the
10th, and, in compliance therewith, have reported to Commodore ITar·
wood and taken command of the Satellite this day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Order of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting llfaster Shankland, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Curri
flIck, to assume commafl,(l of Station 9, Potomac Plotilla..

U. S. S. JAOOB BELL,
Potomac Flotilla, September 18, 1862.

SIR: You will take charge of Station lJ, f('OUl Smith's l)oillt to Rap
pahannock River. You can go up the latter-named river as far as you
def'm n~ce8sary for any purpose of lulvantal{e to the Government.

By order of the commodore:
• Very respectfully, your obedient Rervant,

E. P. MCOREA,
Lieutenant-Oommander and Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

Actin~ Master W. F. SHANKLAND,
Oomllumding Ourrituck.

---------
• Not found.
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Lieutenant·Oommander, Adjutant.
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Instructions/rom Commodore Hancood, U.8. Navy, commanding Potmnac
Flotilla, to Lieutenant-Oommander McCrea" U. 8. Navy, commanding
U. 8. 8. Jacob Bell, relative to Mathias Point expedit·ion.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, 8eptember 19, 1862.

SIR: I have given instructions to the master of the Dragon to report
himself to you.

You w'll not. detain him longer than is necessary for carrying- out
your instructions.
l~port progress by the first opportunity.
I send copies of a'general order in reference to enlistments which are

to be distributed to the commanders of vessels of t.he Potomac Flotilla.
Are you in want of the combustible material which I intended you

should have taken with you' I particularly desire that the work should
be conducted with cantion, but thoroughly.

The Pacific having been chartered by the Army and only temporarily
attached to the Potomac Flotilla will be returned to the Army imme
diately.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Lieutenant-Commamler MCCREA,
Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

Report ojLic1tfenant·Oommander McCrea, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S.
Ja.cob Bell, regarding captures and the release oj schooner Pilot.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Potomac Flotilla, off Piney Point, September 19,1862.

SIR: Your dispatch of to-day bas this moment been received, and
the general order regarding enlistments, which I will send out in the
morning. . Lieutenant·Commander Magaw left for Washington this
morning. The Delaware left this afternoon to search for the vessel
spoken of in Port Tobacco Bay [River]. I shall leave for Washington
some time during the day, as soon as I receive answer to your con·
siderations regarding the coal wharves.

I have a prisoner, 18 boxes of goods, 20 sacks of wheat, and other
artides captnred last night, which I will bring up with me to·morrow
with reports. The schooner Pilot, reported as a pri7.A3, I have examined
and find nothing to sanction her capture, so have releaserl her under
oath from the eaptain. My dispatches regarding the material for Mathias
Point were sent per Freeborn this morning.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

OomIDodore A. A. HARWOOD.
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Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, urging measures for the suppJ'ession oj smuggling.

COMMAlilDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
nrashington, September 22, 1862.

Sm: I beg leave to inform the Department that from various concur
rent proofs I am satisfied that vessels are cleared from Baltimore ami
goods consigned to C. C. Spalding, of Chaptico, Md., which are princi·
pally intended to be smuggled into Virginia.

This is an operation beyond my reach, as it is covered by regular
papers. 1 therefore refer the subject to the Department, in the hope
that some measures may be taken in the proper quarter to remedy the
abuse.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the Navy.

Report oj Oo-mmodore Harwood, U. S. NallY, commanding Potomao Fw
tilla, regarding the proceedings of his comma,nd to September 21, 186'2.

CO:UMANDANT'S OFFIC~NAVY YARD,
Washillgton, September 22, 186'2.

SIR: Herewith I have the honor to submit a report of proceedings of
Potomac Flotilla to September 21, 1862:

Jacob Bell, IStaUon F, Lieutenant-Commander McCrea, and adjutant.
Made a reconnoissance on St. George's Island; found a number of refu
gees from Virginia; examined Jackson's and Gainor [Gardner's1 creeks,
picked up a boat with five men, four furnished with passes from
Bremen consul at Richmond. Landed them at Piney Point. Five
men at St. George's Island paroled. Heard that letters were sent
to Virginia from St. Inigoes post·office; examined, found none. Boat..'i
cruise at night from Ragged Point to the mouth of river. Picked
up four contrabands1 landed them; they were from Maryland. Jacob
Bell entered Yeocomlco River; captured five small boats; opened upon
by a body of cavalry; drove them off with shell and grape; boats
received several shots. Took a seine 70 fathoms long. Took seven
small boats in all; destroyed by order of Lieut.enant-Commander
McCrea. Twcntieth instant, captured schooner Chapel Point, up Port
Island [Tobacco Riverl Bay, referred to in letter from Secretary of the
Navy nnder date 15th instant. Also captured three boats off Swan
Point, loaded with goods going to Virginia, four white men and ~ome

contrabands. Boats destroyed and goods and prisoners forwarded to
navy yard. Prisoners sent to provost-marshal.

Freeborn, Station G, Lieutenant-Commander 11laga1C.-Burncd
schooner Arctic in the Grea.t Wicomico [Va.]. Reports two companies
of the enemy between Coan River and the Great Wicomico, seen by
launch in crui~ing, 22d. Delaware arrived at navy yard yesterday,
bringing the prize schooner ahapel Po-int, spoken of above.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant~

- ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj the Navy.
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Report of CommOMre Harwood, U. S. N a'V1J, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding seizure of a schooner by U. 8. 8. Delaware, Acting Vol
unteer I.M:utenant Foster, U. S. Navy, command'ing.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
lVaskington, September 22, 1862.

SIR: I beg leave to inform you that a vessel answering the descrip
tion contained in Mr. Shinn's letter to General Wadsworth was taken
by the j)elaU'are on Saturday last in Port Tobacco River.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Foster was informed that she bad been
employed a few days before in transporting rebel troops across the river.

At the time she was seized there were no persons or goods on board
of her.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Comfnanding Potomac Flotill.o.
Ron. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Encl08tml.]

ALEXANDRIA, September 7, 1862.
SIR: I wrote you ,some time since respecting the number of boats

crossing the Potomad from various points iu Maryland.
I have been informed to-day that there is a small, flat, schooner

rigged boat constantly plying from Port Tobacco to Upper Machodoc
Creek, Virginia, with mails and passengers. That boat was built bere
and is owned by a man by tbe name of Bradshaw, who is now and has
been for a long time absent from the city. She is a singularly rigged
boat with a very short foremast, and when once seen would always be
known. I am also informed tbat there is a small sloop, painted white,
engaged ill the same business from Cobb's Point to Virginia. Those
fellows know all the gunboats and revenue cutters and keep out of tbeir
way. I have written to the Secretary of the Navy to·day. There is a
Captain Downing here in a propeller who knows those boats and says
be could capture tllem if authorized to do so; bis vessel is now in the
employ of the Government.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Brigadier-General WADSWORTH,
lVaskington.

Order of the Set--retary of the Nal'y to Commodore Harwood, U. S. Nary,
commanding Potomac .Flotilla, regarding limits of /tis CO't1lmand.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 22,186'2.
SIR: The limits of the Potomac Flotilla commence at the south

eutrance of the Pianatank and include that river as well as the Rap
pahannock. Your attention is called to these points.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Com1r«mdant Na1'y Yard, Washington.
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General report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, corn-manqing Potomac
Flotilla.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, September 23,1862.

SIR: I have receivf'-d your letter of the 22d, defining the limits of the
Potomac Flotilla, and your telegram of this morning to send the light
est draft gunboat I have which is in good order for dnty to Acting
Rear-Admiral Lee; also the Stepping Stmws ~hen ready.

I shall dispatch the Delaware immediately to Acting Rear-Admiral
Lee. She has just completed her repairs and would have been this
morning at her station on the river but for the inexcusable absence of
the commanding officer, Mr. Foster.

I shall be obliged to send her in command of her executive officer.
The work is going on on board the Stepping Sto'n.es day and night to

meet the orders of the Department.
I hope the information which I forward to-day from a reliable sonrce

will be my excuse for requesting that the flotilla under my command
may not be materially diminished or changed. I have endeavored to
systematize matters so that the important points will be covered, the
earthworks thrown up by the enemy last year rendered unavailable
should he attempt to occupy them, and the cover destroyed.

The knowledge among the officers of the flotilla of persons and local
ities is valuable, and I would suggest that until the crossing of the river
with recruits and stores is effectually checked, it is desirable to have
as few changes as possible, the vessels being barely enough to preserve
the police of the river, and requiring frequent repairs.

I have the honor to be, witll great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

CommodQre, Command'ing Potoma.c Flotilla.
Hon. GI~EON ",VELLES,

Se.cretary of the Navy, Nat'y Department.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potoma.c Flo
tilla, transmitting informaUon regarding illegal traffic.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY.YARD,
Wasltington, September 23, 1862.

SIR: I can not vouch for the entire reliability of the person from
whom the following information is derived. I have reason to believe
that the information itself is in the main correct, amI as the informant,
Mr. Carrico, was formerly attached to the police in Washington, it will
be easy to ascertain how far he may be trusted as a detective to wateh
and report movements of conspirators and contrabandists in the Ilection
where he resides.

It is very desirable at this time that the operations conducted by citi
zens of Maryland under cover of regular clearances from the custom
house should be stopped. I therefore respectfully request that the
cooperation of the military authorities may be invited by the Depart
ment, as I have felt it my duty not to encourage interference witll the
citizeus on shore by parties from the flotilla.

At Newport [Md.], near Blossom Point, is a lar~e store from which
goods and passengers are regularly carried over to the Virginia shore.

A small sloop, the only one which runs between Alexandria and Blos
som Point, clears regularly for fruit, but while down carries goods and
passengers acroset.
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A rcgular ffommissioncll officer of the rebel Army, named Walter A.
Bowie, is recruiting in Prince George's County. He is harbored by a
man named Cracroft, near Woodville pId.].

Mr. Carrico, the informant, lives near Woodville.
Samuel Silvey and John Estep live near Oracroft; are both Union

men, but dare not avow it.
'fIle judge of this district is cognizant of the presence of the rebel

recruiting officer and would eause his arrest, but is intimidated by pop
ular sentiment. Mr. Carrico states that he himself always expresses
the strongest secessionist principles to cloak his Union sentiments. He
t>ayt> he knows there will be a strong effort made between this and the
early pal't of October by a large body of men to go into Virginia to
escape the draft, and take with them cverything they possibly can.
The points of crossing will be Mathias Point, Blossom Point, Leonard·
town, etc.

The merchants at Leonardtown are laying in large stocks of goods to
send over; they lmve already laid in five stocks of goods this season
instead of one, at> usual.

Mr. Carrico 01l'ers to go to Richmond, if required, or perform any serv
ice in his power. If wanted at any time, he.may be heard from by
addressing Mr. Joseph L. Carrico, Woodville post-office, Prince George's
Oounty, Md.

In case of communicating with him, address as above, telling him he
will find a letter at Horse Head post-office, Prince George's County,
Md., where his movements would not be so liable to detection.

r have the honor to be, wit.h {,'Teat respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

GOII/modore, Commanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. GIDEON ·WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

Report n." Acting Master Street, F. S. Navy, U. S. S. Jacob Bell, t'egarding
the seizure of the schooner Southerner and a.tfairs on tke lower Potoma-e.

U. S. S.•JACOB BELL,
Potomac Flotilla, o.tf Piney Point, September 23, 1862.

SIR: Yesterday the Wyandank left ller station to go to Coan River
for the schooner 80utherner. At 5 p. m. she came up to Piney Point with
the said schooner in tow, having taken her without any trouble. They
found her 5 miles up the river; did not succeed in getting her sails. I
llave her auchored under Piney Point and have hoisted both canoes
upon her deck, ready to go np. I lJave also three men and a girl (con
traballds) from Smith's Point, Va., with a fine sailboat that will do for
the seine.

The Resolute came up last night out of water and coal. I directed
her to anchor, and this morning slle filled up with coal from a passing
schooner. I supplied lJer with a breaker of water and at 11 a. m. sent
her to ller station. She has left a sick man to be sent to the hospital.
All quiet below.

Yesterday morning I sellt the Teaser around to St. Mary's River.
Upon her retnrn she was obliged to blow off steam and line her shaft.
In tlJe afternoon I sent her up to Mr. Colton's for the seine, but, arriv
ing there too late, Captain Sheridan obtained permission of the Satellite
to cruise off tlle Wicomico during the night. Captain S. found some
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goods on shore intl-'nded for Virginia. He also took a boat 111at they
were using for crossin~ the river. On his way down to-day he picked
lip a hoat off Nomini Bay with seven refugees, three of whom rwere]
foreigners and were supplied witll passports. These I landed at Piney
Point; the halance I send you, together with the prize Southerner, and
small boats tIlat llave been taken by the Tease,..

I wish to call your attention to vessels trading on tIle Maryland shore
with merchandise, in regard to wllat ~oods sllall he passed and in wllat
quantities. This will have It tendency to check in a great measure the
trude across the river.

This morning I overhauled the cargo of a vcssel bound to Breton's
Bay, the most of which I believe will find its way into Virginia, but as
the vessel bad a proper clearance from Baltimore, with invoice, mani·
feNt, bills of lading, etc., all right, I was cOlllpelled to give her a pass.

As I am about to closc this the U S. S. Currituck came lip for instruc
tions in regard to boats passing from tIle eastern shore of Maryland to
Virginia with passes given by Captain Dungan, of the revenue cutter
Hercules. The men in these boats say that they have permission to go
over for their families, but when taken have contraband goods on board.
I 1l8ove given Captain Shankland instI'Uctions to detain all such men
and boats and not regard any passes but those of Commodorc A. A.
lIarwood until further orders.

Hoping that you may devise some means by which I may be governed
in passing goods, both in kind and quantity,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. T. STREET,

Exccuti've Offi.eer, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commander P. MCCREA, .

Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

.Report of Commodore Har1cood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, ,'egardillg prize schooner Southerner and other matters.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, September 24, 1862.

SIR: The Teaser came up last night with a prize schooner, the South·
erner, which the lVyamdank took possession of in Coau River, Virginia,
on the 22d; she had been stripped of her sails.

A fine sailboat also has been captured by boats of tIle flotilla. Act
ing Em!ign Sheridan, of the Tea",er, crnising off the Wicomico, took a.
boat which had been used for crossing the river; also a quantity of
goods intended for Virginia.

lIe picked up a boat off Nomini Bay with seven refngees, three of
whom were foreigners and supplied with pasSl-'s, and were landed at
Piney Point.

It is important that some limit should be fixed at this time by the
proper autborities both as to the quantity and kind of goods wllich
shall be allowed to pass into certain ports of the Potomac River from
whieh the contraband trade is extensively carried on.

Acting Master Street reports to Lieutenant-Commander McCrea that
on the 23<l he overhauled a vessel bonnd to Breton's Bay, the greater
part of the cargo of which lle believes is intended to be run into Vir·
ginia. But this vessel ball a regular clearance from Baltimore with
invoices, manifests, and bills of lading, all in accordllnce with law.

N W R-VOL 5--7
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Acting Master Shankland, of the Ourrituck, reports that boats pass
ing from the eastern shore of Maryland to Virginia show passes from a
captain of the U. S. revenue cutter (name not given) [Herculesl.

The men in them say that they have permission to go over for their
families, but, when taken, have contraband goods on board.

Passes thus given, I presume, are not authorized by the Treasury
Department, as they conflict with your orders to maintain the strictest
blockade and with the Potomac pass lately instituted by you.

Enclosed is a list of the refugees, contrabands, and goods brought
up by the Teaser. They will be disposed of as usual in tIle course of
the day.

I have written to District Attorney Carrington with regard to the
accumulation of prize goods whicIl are daily deteriorating in value
while tIley remain at the yard.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedieut servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

[Encl08ur6.]

LUlt of r'fufleClI; contraband8, and good8 brollght up by tlw U. S. S. Tc4Xcr September 3.'.
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, September 24, 18tJ2.

Rtifugees.-Edward Furney, George Melvin, Edward Wilson, and
Henry Adam~, all from Uichmond; residences in Maryland.

Contrabandsfrom Smith's Point, Va.-James Barnes, Neil Davis, John
II. Jones, and Columbus Jabber.

Good~.-Forty-eightreams of letter paper; one side of calfskin, one
of sheep, and a quantity of gray cloth.

Very respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD.

InstructionsJroll1 Oommodore Harwood, U. S. :Navy, commanding Poto1nac
Flotilla, to Ading ],[aster Rogers, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. schooner
lVilliam Bacon, reg(trding schooner George ll. Berry, and suppression of
communication between Virginia and Maryland.

NAVY YARD, W ASIDNGTON, September 24,1862.

SIR: Your letter of the 17th instant was duly received.
1. You were right in permitting the schooner Berry to pas!:!, as at the

time the naval Potomac passes had "not been in foree long enough to
authorize the deteution of vessels furnished with proper clearances. At
this time the circular,· a copy of which is enclosed, is in full force.

2. In answer to your question as to what is to be done with the con
trabauds in your hands, you will deliver them up to the nearest mili
tary authorities, and if they decline receiving them, forward them to
this yard, with a list of their names.

3. Your utmost vigilance is required iu preventing the transportation
of rebel recruits or of provisions for the Virginia shore. I have every
reason to believe that when the draft commences in Maryland the
crossing over at night will increase.

"Not found.
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.
Acting Master WILLIAM P. ROGERS,

Oommanding U. S. Schooner William Bacon,
Station D, Potomac R·i"er.

4. Look out for Mr. Spearman and catch his pungy if you cau, but
you will not do this if you keep your vessel directly off the creek; on
the contrary, you should depend upon your boats, taking care not to
riRk them for nothing, and to be with your vessel where you can readily
pick them up.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, etc•

Order of tM Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy,
oommcmding Potomac Fwtilla, regarding strict enforrement of blockade.

NAVY DEPAR1'MENT, &ptember 25,1862.
Sm: I have received your letter of the 24th instant, reporting the

proceedings of the flotilla and in reference to trade with the Virginia
shore.

You will allow no vessel to import or export merchandise at any part
of the blockaded country. Alexandria is the only port open for general
traffic within the limits of your command.

You will not regard what are called permits from any officer except
the Secretary of' the Treasury, War, or Navy, as authorizing the ingress
or egress of any vessel in violation of the blockade.

There must be no favoritism or license given to allY one or more of
our countrymen to traffic within the blockaded region, or to import or
export merchandise that would be justly considered as evasive of the
blockade and in bad faith.

No officer of the Army or Navy is authorized to grant permits, and
you will seize all vessels engaged in illegal traffic.

Such v('ssels as under the authority of' the War or Navy Depart
ments may be engaged to carry supplies to the Army or Navy will
take no return cargo from the territory blockaded. The blockade is
intended to interdict all trade whatever with the country blockaded
during its continuancii'e and should be rigidly enforced.

I am, respectfu y, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

&cretary of thc Navy.
Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oonl1nand'ing Potomac Flotilla, etc., Washington, D. C.

Or&r of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, to Lieutenant-Oomma·nder Franklin, U. S. Navy, to assume
command of First Division.

ORDER.] NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, September 25,1862.
Sm: You will assume command of the First Division of' the Potomac

Flotilla, comprising the district from Wicomico River to Rappahan
nock, inclnsive.

The following vessels are under your command, viz: Wyandank,
Resolute, Currituck, E1treka, Matthew Vassar, Reliance.
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You will station these vessels as you deem necessary to carry out the
the object of the flotilla.

All requisitions and matters pertaiuing to your division will be for
warded through you, with your remarks to me. None others will be
noticed.

You will inform me weekly of the proceedings of your division.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, -

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
(JommQlwre, (J01n1nanding Potm1Uw Flotilla.

Lieutenant-Commander S. R. FRANKLIN,
Commanding U. S. S. Aroostook, Potomac Plot·ilia.

P. S.-JfWob Bell and Ella are now on detached service, under orders
of the adjutant of the flotilla.

Order of Commodore Haru;ood, U. S. Nal'Y, ('m'l11&a.nding Potomac Plo
tilla, to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Nat',/, to assume ('om
mand of Second Division.

ORDER.] NAVY YARD, WASHING'l'ON, Septt'fflber 25, 1862.
SIR: You will assume command of the Second Division of the

Potomoo Flotilla, comprising the district from Budd's Ferry to Wicom
ico River, inclusive.

The following vessels are under your command, viz, Yankee, Satellite,
Racer, 'William Bacon, Creur de Lion, Teaser.

You will station these vessels as you deem necessary to carry out the
objects of the flotilla.

All requisitions and matters pertaining to your division will be for
warded throngh you, with your remark8, to me. None others will he
noticed.

You will inform me weekly of the proceedings of your divi8ion.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac .motilla·.

Lieutenant-Commander SAML. MAGAW,
Commanding U. S. S. Frceborn.

P. S.-.Jacob Bell and Ella are on detached service, under orders of
the adjutant of the Potomac Flotilla.

Instructions from Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding
PotomM Flotilla, to Lieutena.nt-Commander Magall', U. S. .l....avy, ('011/

manding U. S. 8. Th.oma.s Freeborn, regarding destruction of Confed
erate defenses.

:NAVY YARD, W ASHINGl'ON, September 25, 1862.
Sm: I have this day directed Lieutenant-Commander Franklin, of

the Aroostook, to relieve you of your duties as president of the board
of examiners now in session.

I wish yon to proceed with lI8 little delay as possible to organize
a party for the destruction of such of the deserted batteriE'R 011 the
Virginia Ride of the river liS may remain iu any degree available for
purpose8 of offeuse.
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I wish also a reconnoissance made of Mathias Point, and the wood
'on it destroyed, if, upon close examination, the measure is of sufficient
importance iu a military point of view. .

Under any circumstances you will take care to ascertain whether,
when necessary, the promontory ean be effectually enfiladed, and to
clear away, if practicable, any obstruction to a raking fire from the gUll
boats, should an attempt be made by the rebels to establish a battery
on the point. .

I wish to know as nearly as possible how far tll0 marsh, which I am
told occupies the narrowest part of the point, diminishes the proba
hilityof the transportation of snch ordnance as might seriously impede
tIle navigation of the river.

All the materials required for the purposes named will be furnished
if they have not been already provided.

In addition to the wood axes you will require a sufficient number of
pickaxes and shovels for leveling earthworks.

I need hardly caution you not to exp08e any part of your force
unnecessarily.

Take every precaution to guard against surprise, every means to
clear the way for your men to work, to cover their operations, and
to bring them off safely in case of being atta~ked by superior force.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant"
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Lieutenant-Commander SAML. MAGAW,
C01umanding U. S. S. Freeborn, Potomac Flotilla.

Letter from the Recreta1'yof the Navy to Commodore Harwood, U. S.
Navy, commanding Pot01nac Flotilla, regarding blockade runners.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 25,1862.
SIR: The Department is informed t.hat Mr. Plunkett, at Leonard

town, Md., ha.~ boats which he uses to convey news and rebels from
Maryland to Virginia.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, and
Commandant Navy Yard, Wa,shington.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding suspicious residents of Maryland.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, September 26, 1862.

SIR: I have received your letter of the 25th, relating to Mr. Plunkett.
Bis name, a8 well I1S that of several other individuals on the Mary
land shore, has already been reported to me, and orders have been
given to the proper section of the flotilla to watch his movements.
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r hope the proper military authorities will be able to do something
to prevent the great accumulation of goods and the presence of rebel
recruiting parties on the Maryland side.

r have been preparing a. paper to submit to General Wadsworth,
naming Reveral individuals on the Maryland shore who require IOQking
after ill time.

r have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the Navy.

Report oj Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Fw
tilla, regarding schooner Georgc H. Berry.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
WashingttFlt, September 2(;, 1862.

Sm: It has been reported to me that Mr. H. P. Parker, surveyor of
the port of Aecomac Court·House (eastern shore of Virginia), granted.
to the schooner George R. Berry (George N. West, master), 3la tons
register, an enrollment and coast.ing license on the 25th day of June,
18U2, for the term of one year.

Sbe was boarded bytbe U. S. schooner [William] Bacon above Monroe'lJ
Creek, on the Virginia shore, on the 15th of this month, and as the
arrangement with regard to the naval Potomac passes had just been
instituted at that time, but had 110t been fully inaugurated, the schooner
was allowed to pass, bound, according to her master's account, to Wash
ington. She had on board a small quantity of produce, and from GOO
to 700 bushels of oats.

There were no other suspicious circumstances attending the move·
ments of this ves8e1 than her nearness to the Virginia shore, and this
seems to have been unavoidable, as it had. fallen calm through the
night, and the ebb tide drifted the schooner into that position where
she was obliged to anchor.

My object in writing this letter is to suggest to you that no notice
that r know of hlls yet been given from the Treasury Department
declaring the license granted by subordinates inoperative, and that any
doubt upon the Bubject will lead to vexatious complications.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the Nat'y, Na.ry Department.

Instru('tiollsjrom Lieutenant-Cmnma/luler JlfcCrea, U. 8. Navy, comm.and·
ing U. 8. S.•lacob Bell, to Acting Jllastcr Street, U. S. Navy, executive
officer.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Potomac Fwtilla, September 28, 1862.

Sm: Dnring my absence you will l\ssume command of this vessel,
canyillg out all general orders of the commander in chief and my local
orders.
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No permits are to be granted to persons on vessels not properly sup
plied with sustaining evidence to demand them. To-morrow, from the
time the summary court convenes, you ca.n order the prisoner, Melville,
his rations, but not until then. You will carefully put in the log book
the time the court convened, the time adjourned, and for what purpose.

Supervision of the district or station will be in your charge until the
arrivalofa superior officer, when you will report in person to him. No
inland expeditions will be made to Virginia. Refugees with proper
passes (foreigners particularly) must be landed on the Maryland side of
the Potomac River.

Very respectfully,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant, Commanding.
WILLIAM T. STREET,

Executive OJJic.er, U. 8. A~. Jacob Bell.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potoma,c Flotilla.

Report of Lieutenant McGrea, U. 8. Nat'y, commanding U. 8. 8. Jacob
Bell, forwarding prisoner and articles captured by that l'eBsel.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Pot.omac Flotilla, 8eptember 28, 1862.

Sm: I send yon, per steamer Ella, William Allison, captured by boats
of this vessel while crossing from St. George's Island to Virginia, hav·
ing in charge the following: Four packages and eight boxes-l pack
age containing pants and coat, 1 package containing tea, 1 package
containing blackin~,1 package containing matches, 1 box calico, 1 box
marked carbonate soda, 1 box marked mustard, 1 box marked essence
coffee, 1 box marked solidified lye, 1 box marked variegated soap, 1
box marked brown soap, 1 box marked pepper.

I am, sir, very res~tfully,your obedient servant,
E. P. MaCREA,

Lieutenant, Oommanding.

Letter from Oommod~re Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, to th.e Aamt.ant Secret.ary of the Navy, requ.esting increase of
force.

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

COMMANDANT'S OPPICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, September 29,1862.

DEAR Sm: In consequence of sickness and desertion, we shall he
short of men for the vessel fitting out, as well as to fill vacancies in the
flotilla.

Please order about a hundred, with a due proportion of seamen, as
soon as possible.

Port Royal's calking finished yesterday; no time to paint her outside.
I will put the paint on board of her. She can go as soon as her ord·
nance stores are on lloard, but her paymaster is not fit for service, and
her doctor has not yet returned from leave.

Yours, truly,

Bon. G. V. Fox,
ABBiatant Secretary of the Navy.
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You will remember tllat the Wyandotte is condemned for outside
work. Shall I do anything to her before I order her to join Lee. Pray
don't strip me too bare. I have heard to day of an armed craft (smng
gler) in the river, and I should like to keep a sprinkling of regulars to
keep the police of tile Potomac. Remember you have exteuded the
gronnd, while the force is diminished.

Yours,
A.A. H.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
filla, regarding arre8ts malle, and suggesting measure for checking
continuell breach of bl{)ckatk.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, September 29, 1862.

SIR: Lieutenant-Commander McCrea reports the arrest of two men
nametl Benjamin Brookbank and Ignatius Owens, takeu in the Wicomico
River in the at.tempt to cross into Virginia.

No other particulars are given but that they had with them twelve
cases of goods, viz, 4 large boxes marked matches, 4 small boxes
marked blacking, 1 !lox marked 1'i reams, 1 box no mark, 1 box no pair
women's F. 1\'1. bl~ots, 1 box soap, all directed to D. ·W. Sly, Washing·
ton, D. C. j also of the arrest of three refngees, Charles Gould, D. S.
Gardner, Charles Lewis, who were crossillg from Virginia to Maryland.
The men have been sent to the provost-marslml, and the goods will be
turned over to the district court as usual.

I beg leave to mention that the places of confinement in Washing.
ton are so crowded that the general in command of tIle military dis
trict informs me that lie is embarrassed with the llUmbers of prisoners
iu custody, and lienee many persons have been liberated who under
other circulllstances would have been trE'atcII with more rigor.

General Wadsworth is perfectly willing, I believe, to detain allY wllO
may be designated as dangerous persons by the naval anthori'ties, but
these persons caught in smuggling are not, I ob:>erve, generally consid·
ered in that light.

These contrabandists are from a disaffected portion of Maryland, and
are not only engaged in forbidden traffic, but in recruiting the rebel
forces and in carrying information to the rebels.

Such Illen should be freed where they are caught, if freed at all, as a
transient visit to 'Vasbington puts them to no special inconvenience,
and affords them a t!worable opportunity for gathering intelligence and
hatching new and more secure plans of operation.

If it were a certainty that every man caugh t crossing from the "Mary
land to the Virginia sllOre would be subject to close confinement for a
definite period, not less than six months for instance, it would prodnee
an effectual check to the violation of the blockade.

I have the llOnor to be, with great respect, your obedient servaut,
ANDW. A. llARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Endorsement.]

The contrahandists caught R1l1ug'gling or l'llllning blodmde should be
detained.

[WELLES.]
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Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. N at'Y, comma.nding Potomac Flotilla,
of the destructio-n of Conjed.erate magazines at LMoer Shipping Point.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, September 30, 1862.

SIR: Lieutenant-Commander Magaw reports the destructiOIl of the
rebel ·bomb·proof magazines at Lower Shipping Point, which I had
instructed him to blow np.

They were seven in number and the work was found heavier than
anticipated.

A small body of rebel cavalry made its appearance, but dispersed
upon the discluuge of a volley of musketry from our side.

William Benson, of tIle Satellite, was wounded by the diRclll1rge of
bis own piece, which he was handling carelessly. He came up ill the
JJrag01~ and has been sent to the hospital.

I have the honor to be, with great respect,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commancli1~g Potomac .Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secreta1-y of the Navy.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Nal'Y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding seizure of sloop Thomas Reilly, for breach of bl~lcka(il'.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVi Y-t'RD,
1Vashin[lton, OetobeJ' 2, 1862.

SIR: The Eureka arrived this morning, bringing to the yard the sloop
Thomas Reilly, seized by the Freeborn, Lieutenant·Commander Magaw,
for violating the blockade. George Saunders, of Missouri, Samuel
Hunt and Richard Hunt, of Maryland, were taken in her.

Acting Ensign .J. J. Brice brought up with lJim an old launch whiclJ
had been shortened and patched up and converted into a sailboat. Hhe
was taken by the Eureka in the act of runnillg the blockade, on the 1st
instant, at the mouth of Quantico Creek, Virginia, amI manned by
three colored persons, viz, John Douglass, William Saunders, Benjamin
Atkins; when arrested tlJey lJad concealed about their persons arms
and newspapers.

The Eureka also brought up Henry W. Haack, a German. He slJowed
a certificate of his nationality from the consul at Bremen, and a pass
from tlJe rebel General [J. H.] Winder, and lJas been released.

The prisoners have been placed in the custody of the provost-marslJal.
I have the honor to be, witlJ great respect, your obedient servaut,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Commodore.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Sem'etary of the Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the NallY to C01Ilmodore Harlr-ood, [ro. 8. Nar!l,
commanding PotomOA.' Flotilla, regarding traffic in 1rootl on the Potomac
Rirer.

NAVY DEPAR'l'MENT, October 2, 18(i2.
8IR: TlJe sllQject of allowillg parties to bring wood from the Vir·

ginia shore within our liues h~ referred to you to act at discretioll. If
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permis&ion is granted it should be accompanied with suitable restric
tiODS, and all prudent guaranties should be required.

Very respectfully,
GIDEON VVELLES,

Secretary (If the Nat'y.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commandant Navy Yard, Washington.

Report of LieutenQ,1~t-CommanderPhelps, U. S. Nal'Y, commanding U. R.
Coast Sun'ey steamer Coru:in, of circumstances connected with expedi
tion to house of Dr. Stewart.

u. s. S. OORWIN,
Potoma-e RiTer, October 2,1862.

Sm: Your letter dated September 30, enclosing a report of Dr. R. H.
Stewart, was this instaut received and I respeetfully state that with
one exception the doct01' is entirely in error.

au the return of the boat, the officer iu charge reported the whole
affair, and immediately afterwards I thoroughly investigated the mat
ter, and the following is a fun report of the circumstances attending
the case:

On the 23d ultimo I anchored in Nanjemoy Reach abont mid-channel,
and about three-fourths of a. mile from a house on the Virginia shore,
which I ll{td understood was "untenanted and belonged to a Dr. Stewart,
a wealthy and influential secessionist, an(l was used as a depot for illidt
traffic." The windows and doors appeared to be open at all hours, and
I failed to discover, with a spyglass, any signs of life about the place
during the day.

About 11 p. m., on September 24, several snspicious lights were
observed from this steamer iu the neigllborhood of this house, and
about 9 p. Ill., on the 25th, a rocket was sent up in its vicinity. The
next morning I dispatclled an armed boat in, and the following is a
correct account of the affair as reported by the officer, whose state
ment was fully substantiated by the investigation:

On the landing of the party they discovered two or three negroes,
and as they approached the door, which was open, were met by a
mulatto woman, who invited them in and informed the officers that the
hOllse was owned by Dr. Hobert Stewart, and at the commencement of
the war the family had moved with nearly all of their effects to the 11all,
situated about 1 mile inland, and that she was left in charge as
housekeeper.

After cautioning the party not to molest anything the officer pro
ceeded to exltmin~ the roolDs, finding only a few pieces of fi.1rniture and
a few miscellaneous articles of little or no value. In the library he dis
covered a lot of blue lights llond signal fires, an old spyglass, and llo
parcel of old ragged novels, reports, and periodicals scattered over the
floor, and in the ceilaI', the door of which was open, about one dozen
sacks of wheat ready for transportation, firearms, three kegs of nails,
and a barrel of oil, apparently, by its marks, recently received from
Baltimore.

In a short time the party returned to the boat, when the housekeeper
appeared with a picture, which she claimed to have the right to dispose
of,and asked '2.50 for it. The officer offered her that amount i9 United
States currency, which she refused and accepted a '5 Oonfederate note,
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which the officer had obtained as a curiosity at West Point, Va. Imme
diately after this transaction Mrs. Stewart rode np in an excited state,
dismounted, seized the pictnre, reprimanded the woman for daring to
sell the Yankees anything, and informed the pnrchaser that he should
not have it at any price, and for several minutes refnsed to return the
note. The officer next enquired if she would not sell him a few chick
ens and eggs, when she commenced l\ violent tirade against the United
States and the Yankees, and stated that if she was overflowing with
provisions and a Yankee ship was starving she would lIot sell them a
dollar's worth; that she and her husband were secessionists and she
gloried in it, and Dr. Stewart was the most violent secessionist in the
State and she thanked God for it, and if they sold the Yankees a cent's
worth they would consider themselves disloyal to the South.

The boat shoved off and returned on board, when it was discovered
that one of the party had brought oft· the spyglass and a few ragged
novels. I immediately had an examination made and the articles
returned to the place from whence they had been taken.

Beyond the above nothing was taken, no depredations or improper
acts committed. The doors and windows of the house were open II.nd
no objections were made to the entering of the party or to the examina
tion of the premises. No locks were broken or doors forced, neither
were there any sheets or pillowc8oS('s taken or seen by any of the party,
but the whole affair was conducted in an orderly and proper manner.

You but do me justice when you assure me of your belief that I would
not countenance or permit any act tending to disgrace or bring discredit
on our flag and service.

I will report for your information that, since the above, I have been
intormed that Stewart's house is a regular headquarters for smugglers,
and that on the night of the 21st ultimo a man landed there from Port
Tobacco with a lot of trunks, and Dr. Stewart furuished a wagon to
convey him to Port Royal [Va..]. The man belonged to the rebel Army.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Taos. S. PHELPS,

Lieutenant-Oommaftder, U. 8. Nary.

Commodore A. A. HAROOOD, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington, D. O.

Letterfrom the SeCI'etary of the Navy to OommoMre H arwooil, U. S. N (/,vy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding measures for the prevention uf
illegal traffic.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 3,1862.
Sm: Extracts from your commnnication of the 23d ultimo were sent

to the Secretary of War, and your request for the cooperation of the
Army iu stopping the improper traffic carried ou between the Maryland
and Virginia shores submitted to his consideration.

In reply, he states that on referring the subject to the general in
chief, lie suggested that the matter be left entirely to the discretion of
the navy officers, General Banks furnishing such number of mell as
may be reqnired Oil navy vessels to assist in making captures, and that
the War Department had instl'llctetll\lajor-General Banks accordingly.

On receiving your letter of the 19th ultimo, the Department wrote to
tIle Secretary of the Treasury in reference to the clearance of vessels
from Georgetown [D. C.] without requiring the masters to take the oath
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Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD, .
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of allegiance, aud is informed ill reply that the collector at tlmt port, as
also the collector at Alexandria, has been instructed to administer the
oath to masters and owners, etc., before clearing vessels.

The Treasury Department has stated that immediate attention would
be given to the practice of shipping goods from Baltimore to Chaptico,
supposed to be intended to be sml~ggled into Virginia, which was the
:-;ubject of your letter of the 22d ultimo.

Referring to your letter of the 29th ultimo, the Department concurs
with yon in the opiuion that the contrabandists caught smuggling and
running the blockade should be detained.

I am, respectfull.y, ~rour obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Sel!retar./f 0/ the Nary.
Commodore A. A. JIARWOOD,'

Commandant Nary Yard, Wa~1tington, and
Commanding Potomac. Flotilla.

Orl1l''- of Lirutcnnnt-Oommarulcr ]fcOrea, F. 8. Na1'Y, commanding r. S. 8.
BUll, to Acting MaHter Shankland, U. S. Nal'Y, commandin!! F. N. S.
Ourrituck, designating limits of his station.

e. s. S. ELLA,
Off P.iney Point, October H, 186:2.

SIR: Yon ,vill assnme command of the station from Smith's Point to
Piankatank Hiver, inclusive, until relieved by a. senior officer. Vessels
upon that station will report to you the result of obedience to any orders
you may give them, and you will report in writing to me as often as prac
tieable your movements and matters pertaining to the station. You will
carry out all orders and instructions promptly, and are held responsihle
for the same performance of those under your command. There is but
one Potomac Flotilla, and all vessels are uuder the command of Commo
dore A. A. Harwood, commander in chief.

Very respectfully, etc.,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Oommander and A.djutant.
Acting Master W. F. SHANKLAND,

U. S. S. Currittwk.

Report of Arting Ma.ster Smith, U. l'/. Navy, commanding U. S. schooner
Arl.dta, regarding the loading of bontR in Accotink Ol'cl'k, l'irginj(f.

U. S. MORTAR SCHOONER ARLETTA,
Off Alexandria, October .'1, 1862.

SIR: The longboats (previollsly referred to) were reported to me by
captains of longboats who came to this vessel for passes to the :\faryland
shore. They report that they can be seen loading nearly every day in
ACl~otinkCreek, Virginia.

The longboats mentioned have never got a naval pass from this vessel.
T will find (Jut if they have obtained a clearance from the eustom-house.

Uespectfully, your obedient servant,
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Report of Commmwre Haru:ood, U. R. Nary, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, regarding needed cooperation of lVar and Treasury Depart
ments in the suppression of illegal traffic.

COMMAlIlDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Wa~hington, October .J, 1862.

SIR: One of the aids of General Bauks called upon me a day or two
ago in reference to fnrnishing soldiers to assist the Navy in making
captures, and I then. perceived that the whole scope of my views had
been misnnderstood with regard to the subject of cooperation.

We do not want any assistance in maintaining the police of the
river, but there al'e persons along the Maryland shore who are actively
employed in assisting in every way their rebel neighbors, and these
people the naval arm can not reach; neither can the civil authority, 011
account of the sympathy of the surrounding population. To be brief.
it must be doue through the custom·house, by giving notice of extruol'
dinary shipment of goods to the ports on the Maryland side of the
Potomac, and through the military authorities who can prevent the
recruitiug of men for the rebel cause, if it be true that this is done in
the face of the civil magistrates.

I sent a particular list of the persons and places which required
surveillance in order to break up the sources of all this troublesome
intercourse with ViI'ginia.

The flotilla, has been vigilant ill doing its part, in arresting parties
in crossing. and if means are taken to prevent the Bupply of goods from
being accumulated the whole traffic will soon be broken up.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD.

Commodore, Commanding Potomac P'lotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Entloraement.)

Write Secretary Treasury, sending extract, and suggesting that Com.
modore Harwood, commanding flotilla, be advised of any extensive
shipments of goods for any place in .Maryland on the Potomac.

[WELLES.]

Lett" .fron~ Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac
PloWul, to the General in Chief, U. S. Army, transmitting copy of letter
to Brigadier-General Wadsworth, U. S. Army, regarding measures of
cooperation.

NAVY YARD, 'VASHINGTON, October 4,1862.
SIR: I ellclo~e for the information of the Commanding General the

('opy of a letter to General Wadsworth which will explain the nature
of the assistance required from the Army and the Treasury Depart
mp-nt to put a stop to the supplies of mell, goods, etc., which are carried
froUl the Maryland to the Virginia shore.
~o assistance is required in meu on board the vessels of the flotilla,

which are fully manued and armed, hut such visits by the military
authorities to places and surveillance of persons in disaft'ected districtR
of ·Maryland as may put a stop to intercourse with the enemy which the
naval arm can not reach.
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I will give all the information in my power bearing on the snbject
which may suggest the best means of stopping operations which the
draft in Maryland will be likely to stimulate.

Be pleased to return the accompanying copy of the letter to General
Wadsworth, unless the General in Ohief shonld desire to retain it.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDw. A. HARWOOD,

COllllllod:>re, U. S. Navy, Comdg. Navy Yard and Potomac Flotilla.

Captain R. B. IRWIN, U. S. Army,
Aid·de·Camp to General in Ohief.

[Enclosure.]

NAVY YA.RD, WA.SHINGTON, September 26,1862.
GENERAL: I have the satisfaction to inform yon that the information

forwarded by you to me alld to the Navy Department has resulted. ill
the seizure by the flotilla under my command of the vessel employed
in transporting goods and recruits from the Maryland to the Virginia
shore.

I shall feel particularly obliged for any hints which your I)()sition may
enable you to give me which may render the blockade more effective.

If, by any means within your power, you can cause a stop to be put
to the plans laid in Maryland to recruit the rebel forces and aid in their
subsistence and comfort, you will materially further the interests of the
Government.

To this end I take the liberty of giving you, as concisely as the nature
of the case will admit, the substance of the various reports with regard
to persons and places which can not be reached by the officers of the
flotilla.

At Newport, near Blossom Point, is a large store, from which goods
and passengers are regularly transported to the Virginia shore. A
small sloop, the only one which runs between Alexandria and Blossom
Point, clears regularly for fruit, but while down carries goods and
passengers across.

.By the order of the Navy Department, Alexandria is the only port
open for general traffic within the limits of my command, which extends .
to the mouth of the Rappahannock and Piankatauk rivers.

Advantage is reported, you will perceive, to have been taken of this
unavoidable exception, and the abuse, as far as the land is concerned,
can only be reached by the land forces.

A regular commissioned officer in the rebel Army named Walter ,A.
Bowie is said to be recruiting in Prince George's County, and is har·
bored by a man named Oracroft, near Woodville. Mr. Carrico, the
illformant, lives near Woodville. He represents Samuel Silvey and
John Estep, two Union men, as residents of the same neighborhood
near Cracroft, but as afraid to avow their loyal sentiments.

He, Carrico, states that the jndge of the district in question is cog·
nizant of the presence of the rebel recruitiug officer and would order
his arrest, but is intimidated by the surrounding disloyal sentiment.

He, Oarrico, further states that he, himself, always expresses the
strongest secessionist principles to cloak his own attachment to the
Union.

He says he knows that there will be a strong effort made between
this and the 1st of October by a large body of men to cross over into
Virginia to escape the draft, and take with them all that they possibly
can. The points of crossing will be Leonardtown and Blossom and
Mathias points.
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The merchants of Leonardtown are laying in stocks of goods to send
over. They have already laid in five stocks of goods this season
instead of one, as usual.

They can be supplied by vessels provided with regular clearances
from Baltimore and Alexandria.

Mr. Carrico was formerly attached to the Washington police, under
Mayor Berret. I can uot vouch for his entire reliability, nor how far
he cau be trusted to watch and report the movements of conspirators
and contrabandists in the section where he resides.

I have reason to credit much of his information in relation to their
operations, from intelligence derived from other sources. He otters to
perform auy service in his power. His address is, Mr. Joseph lJ. Oar
rico, Wood\"ille post-office, Prince George's County, Md., but as this is
a disloyal region, and he wishes, in order to avoid being suspected,
that a letter sent to that address may simply inform him that he will
find a communication at Horse Head post·office, Prince George's County,
where he would not be so liable to be watched.

A lOan by the name of Plunkett, near Leonardtown, has boats which
he uses to convey rebels and goods across to Virginia.

Blakiiltone Island.-In the neighborhood of this island re.~ides a per
son by the name of Colton, who is well known but differently estimated
by the officers of the flotilla. There can be no harm in keeping him in
view.

He calls himself a Union man, and was appointed an enrolling offi
cer, but declined. He was a' gambler by profession' talked of wanting
salt., while the officers of the Coast Survey steamer Oorwin saw three or
four sacks in his barn.

My informant, Lieutenant·Commander Phelps, of the CorWin, says
he told him that he had a spyglasN with which he could see 15 miles up
or down the river, and that one of his boats can cross it in forty min·
utes; that salt was worth on the other side t100 the sack, and the
poorest whisky tlO the gallon, Maryland, not Confederate money.

Captain Phelps says that he spoke unguardedly and betrayed decided
secession sympathies.

.As yet he has not been detected in any illegal act, and came to my
office the other day to ask for a passage for himself and daughter, an
act which may be either innocence or effrontery.

Okaptico.-Vessels are cleared from Baltimore and goods are con·
signed to C. C. Spalding, of Chaptico, Md. These goods are intended
evidently for the Virginia market.

Spalding, judging by receipts and other incidental evidences, is doing
a large business in this line. I believe the flrm in Baltimore is a rich
one.

I would apologize to you for the length of this letter, as I think it
probable much of the information may be new to you, but I have felt
it a duty to omit no possible chance to prevent operations, which, con·
cocted on shore and covered by regular papers, are beyond my reach.
The pungies and other small vessels engaged in the transit of the river
are generally manned only by negroes, who are forced into that servo
ice by their masters, who thus keep out of harm's way.

I have the honor to be, yours, respectfully,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, etc.
Brigadier General JAMES S. WADSWORTH,

Military Governor oj the District, etc.
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Weekly rllJort of Lieutenant-Oommander j[eOrea, U. S. Navy, command·
ing U. S. S. Jacob Bell.

U. S. S..JACOB BELL,
Potomac Flotilla, October 5, 18(j2.

SIR: I respectfully submit my report for the week ending October 5
(Sunday).

I conferred with Lieutenant-Commander Magaw in passing down the
river on Tuesday last. He informed me the work of :lestroying the
works at Shipping and Cockpit points is progr&lsiug, though heavier
tlJau he at first supposed.

The paymasters have the lVyandank performing the duty directed by
the Secretary of the Navy.

I have Seeu Mr. E. T. Plowden and have hired his wharf, agreeably
to your iustructions, paying '140 per month.

The Ourrituck arrived this evening with thirteen contrabands. I
ordered tllem to be given up to the military authorities at Point Look
out. If not received by them, [to] be put on shore in a loyal district,
and then return to her statio.n.

I would state that the mortar vesReIs at Baltimore, if not needed
there, would be of great service to carry out the object of the flotilla, as
tbey could be stationed alternately with the steamers.

Regarding the storeship Wyandank I would state that, in myopin
ion, to avoid a complication of matters, two paymasters have charge
of the accounts and one charge of the stores. I would suggest that
the storeship be placed at the mouth of the Wicomico River, which
is al)Out the center of your command. I would state, also, that one
Dr. Walton, of Leonardtown, Md., called upon me at Piney Point and
stated that many persons in that place wished the contraband trade
broken up; that the poorer classes were suffering. and the stores would
not sell, save by wholesale and [at] exorbitant prices. Messrs. Raley
amI Lucas are the principal traders with Virginia, I have beard.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Oommander and Adjutal£t.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommod01'C J[al'1cood, U. S. Na1'Y, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, re[/arding delJtrllction of Oonfederate defenses, and the capture of
sloop Ann Squires.

C0:l1l\IANDAN'l"S OFFICE, :NAVY YARD,
Washington, October 5, 1862.

SIR: The Secollu Division of the Potoma,c Flotilla., under Lieuten
allt-ColllmalHler Magaw, bas becu employed ill completing' the destrue
tion of the rebel batteries and borubproofs in the neighborhood of his
command.

This work, wbich required more labor than was anticipated, will be
completed probably to-morrow.

I would suggest that no information shall be given in the newspa
pers relating to thel'le operations until they are completed.

Lieutenant Commander ;\lagaw reports, October 4, that he sent a
party to Dumfries and destroyed the telegraph uffice and wires of the
line from Occoquan to Ricbmond, via Fredericksburg.
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That on the evening of the 3d he sent Acting Master Plnnkett, of
the Freeborn, to surprise and arrest Captain John Tayloe, of the Ninth
Virginia Cavalry, on leave at his residence, opposite Maryland Point.

Captain Tayloe arrived at the yar~ this morning in the Yankee and
was at once placed in the custody of the provost-marshal of this district.

On the 1st of October a boat was sent from the U. S. mortar schooner
William Bacon, belonging to Lieutenant-Oommander Magaw's division,
which found and seized the sloop Ann Squires, at the head of Wicomico
Bay. She hailed from Deal's Island, and had on board of her at the
time of her seizure two white men, who gave their names as Max Stad
elhofer and J. T. Gilman, and a free colored mall, Joseph Butler.

The vessel was laden with contraband goods, and had also a pack.
age of letters, most of which appear to be from Chaptico, intended for
Richmond.

The men have been placed in the custody of the military authorities.
The vessel had neither register nor licenRe of any description.
The men confessed themselves citizens of Virginia, according to the

report of Acting Master's Mate Ripley, who took tbem, and that they
were only waiting for wind to cross the river. Also that there were
five others who held shares in the sloop, absent at the time of their
seizure.

I have separated from a mass of unimportant bills and accounts;
principally belollging to Gilman, four paper8 belongin~ to Stadelhoter.z
two of which may deserve the attention of the State Department, ann
which are herewith appended.

The first is a certificate from Edward W. Top, the consul of the city
of Bremen, that Max Stadelhofer made oath that he is a native of the
Duchy of Baden, Rnd has never taken the oath of allegiance to the
United States or to the Confederate States of America.

The second is a receipt, not signed, in a German handwriting, for
t9l9 from Mr. Stadelhofer, to buy goods.

The inference appears to me plain that consular certificates are
abused by foreigners engaged in unlawful trade, who call themselves
citizens or aliens, as may best subserve their purposes, and there is
reason to believe that this class of persons is largely engaged in the
contraband trade to Virginia.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potom.ac
Flotilla, to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding
&conil Division Potomac Flotilla, f·e/erring to sloop Ann Squires.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, October 6,1862.

Sm: Your report with reference to the operations of your division of
the fiotilla for the last week bas been received.

I am at present too much occupied to notice them in detail, but IIave
done 80 to the Navy Department, and avail myself of this opportunity
to express my entire satisfaction with the resnlt of your exertions to
this time.

I llope soon to hear that the destruction of the batteries has been
completed.

N W R-VOL 5--8
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The mail taken on board the Ann Squires had letters containing
important information.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommddof'e, Oommanding Potomac Flatilla.
Lieutenant-Oommander SAML. MAGAW,

Oommanding Second Division Potomac Flatilla.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, referring to information obtained from mail captured with sloop
Ann Squires.

OOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, October 6, 1862.

Sm: I beg leave to draw your attention especially to the letters of
Dr. J. O. fB. '] Oooke, of Ohaptico, Md., which are the most important
of those taken in the mail taken on board the Ann Squires.

I think these letters will sllow the kind of cooperation required to put
a stop to the intercourse between the Maryland and Virginia shores.

They also show the wholesome effects of the regulations made by the
Treasury Department to prevent the accumulation and sale of goods
for unlawful purposes.

It appears to me, however, that the prospect of "doubling everyday,"
to UBe Dr. Oooke's phrase, and the sympathy with the rebel cause, will
be apt to overcome the scruple of" breaking promises."

The CQming and going of Oonfederate young strangers at Ohaptico
seems to have met with little or no impediment.

If the draft takes place iu the southern counties of Maryland, renewed
efforts will be made to cross and carry articles of great necessity over
the river.

Such men as Dr. B. Oooke, whose sons are in the rebel Army, and
whose avowed sentiments are hostile to the Government of the United
States, will, I presume, be thought worthy of arrest and detention.
His residence is Ohaptico, his name B. Oooke, as I infer by the initials
at the end of Letter B.

Ifany officer of the War and Treasury Departments could be detailed
to confer with me, and to receive and act on the information which I
am frequently receiving, it would, I believe, insure prompt and decisive
action, and relieve the Departments of details which are too important
to be neglected, but which in the present press of work require a
specialty to be properly attended to.

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flatilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander McOrea, U. 8. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Jacob Bell, transmitting reports of Acting Master Babcock,
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. schooner T. A. Ward, regarding
captures by that 'l!essel.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL, POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Piney Point, October 7,1862.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit the reports of Acting Master
Babcock, of the mortaJ schooner 1'. A: Ward. I am happy to state
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thati' the swift man-of-war boat, supposed to be oue belonging to the
Merrimack, and said to be employed by the Oonfederate Govern~ent,

has been captured by boats from the mortar schooner Ward, belongin~
to this division. I had ordered a strict" lay" for her for some days.
I send the report of her captnre. I send as prisoners of war three of
her crew namely, David Stuart, sailor (and one of the crew of t.he late
Merrimack), Warren Hausiell, aud John Ferguson. The boat I retain
to use for night work. I send a quantity of goods captured from boats
crniging. and a number of refugees, at least they call themselves so.
Duplicate lists are enclosed.

Please send the Ella immediately back, as I have only one steamer
on the lower Potomac besides the guard ship, and I have not finished
my affairs. The Teaser left for the Rappahannock this morning; she
will return to-morrow evening. The destruction of the batteries is
finished. I enclose a mail found on the person of John Ferguson, and
a mail brought from Virginia by Miss Susan Saddler, one of the female
refugees. I would come up myself, but have the coal department
business to finish.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MOOREA,

.Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy, Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. MOBTAR SOHOONER T. A.. WARD,
Blakisto1te Station, October 4, 1862.

SIR: I hereby respectfully report the capture of a large seven-oared
boat, apparently a man-of-war boat. I also captured three of her crew,
who were concealed in a cornfield near by, and where the boat was
captured. They state that they came over from the Virginia shore on
the night of the 3d and attempted to return on the same night, but
were. prevented from doing so by the presence of one of the guard
boats.

There was also a dead soldier lying on the beach, close to the boat,
who, they state, belonged to the First Maryland Regiment (rebel).
They state that he accidentally shot himself while attempting, as he
supposed, to fire into one of our guard boats, but which proved to be a
small skiff drifting on shore with no one in her. There were eleven
persons came over in the boat from the Virginia shore, but I succeeded
in capturing but three of them. Their names are as follows:

Warren Hansiell, of South Amboy, N. J.
David Stuart, of New Orleans, La.
John Ferguson, of Oharles Oounty, Md.
I will send enclosed with this report seven letters which were found

in the possession of John Ferguson.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. L. BABOOCK
Acting Master, Oommanding 11fortar Schooner T. A. Ward.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding POWmaAJ Flotilla.
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U. S. MOln'AR SCHOONER T. A. WARD,
RlakiBtonc Station, O(~tober 5, 1862.

SIR: I hereby respectfully report to you the capture of three boat8
by Mr. William Hatch, acting master's mate of this vesRel, while
attempting to run the blockade frol1l Bretoll'8 and St. Clement's bays.

I send enclosed MI'. Hatch's statement- of the capture, together
with a list of articles captured.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"'WM. L. BABOOCK,

Acting Jl[aster, Commanding illortar Sclwoner T. A. Ward.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 7,1862. ,
Send the Wyandotte to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Na1J1J.

Commodore HARWOOD,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

Letter from Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, regarding arrival of prize goods, prisoners, and rejugeell from the
lower Potomac.

COMMANDANT'S OFFIOE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, October 8, 1862.

DEAB SIR: The Ella arrived this morning from the lower end of the
Potomac. She brings prize goods, prisoners, and refugees, particulars
respecting which will be forwarded later ill the day.

I have not time at present to do more than send the Richmond papers
and a memorandum which I took this morning from an intelligent
refugee.

It occurs to me that you might desire to interrogate this person. I
have therefore to request that in case you would like to see him you
will apprise me by telegram, so that he may present himself at the
Department before he goes to the provost·marshal.

We have caught a man-of-wllor's boat, and McCrea writes me that the
batteries are completely demolished. Magaw's report has not arrived.

Yours, in haste,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD.

Hon. Gus. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of tlw Navy.

--- ----~------------
-Not found.
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[Enc!OlIttnJ.]

Jl_alldwm for the Navy Department of information derived from EmmanlUl ShaWl
r8f-.gee brought wp in the Ella, Ootober 8.

Emmanuel Shaw, of Maryland, Baltimore County, machinist, left
Richmond Friday morning last; was at work at the Tredegar Foundry;
got pass to go to Cold Harbor, and kept straight out Mechanicsville
turnpike and escaped without interruption.

At the Tredegar Foundry they are making guns and all kinds of
munitions. General Anderson is there, having resigned from the
Army.

The R~hmond, ironclad, would be ready iu about two weeks; her
enl{ines are old and said to be not of much account.

They are making a large rifle gun at the Tredegar Works for this
vessel; gun about 15 or 16 feet long, caliber 7~ inches; three bands
superposed, each 2 inches thick round the reinforce; wrought-iron,
steel-pointed shot; end fashioned diamolldwise.

There are not many troops ill Richmond. Mr. Shaw understood they
were drawin~ troops oft· from Jackson's forces and bringing them to
Drewry's Bluff (Fort Darling).

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. NQ/t)y commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, of the capture by U. S. schooner T. A. Ward, Of three boats
tmgaged in blockade running.

COMMANDANT'S OFFI01II, NAVY YARD,
Washington, October 8, 1862.

SIR: The Ella arrived last night, bringing accounts from tM lower
Potomac.

Between tho 3d and 5th, three boa.ts were ta.ken in the attempt to
run the blockade from St. Clements and Breton's Bay to Virginia, by
a party from the T. A. Ward. The men escaped in the woods. The
boats being useless were broken up, after the goods in them had. been
taken onto

On th-e 4th a large seven·oared boat, which Lieutenant-Commander
McCrea had heard of some time since, was captured by a party also
from the T. A. Ward. This boat is supposed to have belonged to the
old Merrimack, and to have been successfully employed by the Oonfed·
erates in transporting recruits, etc. The crew consisted of eleven men,
who all deserted her' three of them, however, were taken in a corn·
fteld, where they h;;J concealed themselves-David Stuart, of New
Orleans (sailor), late of the Merrimack; Warr~n Hansiell, of South
Amboy, :N. fT.; John Ferguson, of Charles County, Md.

I enclose the letters found on the person of Fergnson, wh'O seems t;()
have been engaged in carrying a mail between Richmond and Baltimore.

The Ella aiM brought with her twelve refugees, including the Wife
and two children of one of them, a mechanic, who has been lately
working in th(' Tredegar Foundry.

All these persons have been sent to the provost-marshal.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

HON. GIDEON WELLES,
&cretary of the Navy, Navy·])epartment.
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The burning oj the 8chooner Prances Elmor, October 8, 1862.

Report of Commodore Harwood, V. 8. Navy, comm 8.JId jng Potomac Flotilla, traDaliWq
report of Acting Kuter Ivlll, V. 8. Navy, commandjng V. 8. 8. YaDbe.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, October 10,1862.
Sm: I have the honor to transmit for your information a report made

by Acting Master T. Poynton Ives, commanding the U. S. S. Yankee,
of the burning of a schooner found off Bluff Point, Va., on the night of
the 7th instant.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDw. A. HARWOOD,

OommotUwe, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Potomac Flotilla, October 8, 1862.

Sm: Last night, at a few minutes after 12 o'clock, while lying at
anchor off Pope's Greek, a vessel was reported on fire to me some dis
tance down the river.

I immediately got underway and proceeded down to her assistance.
We found her nearly off Bluff' Point, and about in mid-channel. The
vessel was a schooner and was loaded with hay.

On arriving near her we could see no one on board, although her boat
was astern. The fire had by this time reached the heel of the bowsprit.

We remained near her, and underway, for nearly two hours, and when
the boat's painter parted I succeeded in securing the boat, although in
a damaged condition, her stern being entirely consumed, as were also
the blades of the four oars.

The boat had evidently been hanging at the stern davits, for the block
of the fall was attached to the ring in the stern when we took her.

From two schooners that were anchored near by I learned that as
soon as they saw the fire they sent their boats (the fire had not then
reached the mainmast), but found no one on board. They say that the
forecastle had every appearance of having been recently inhabited, and
one captain says that one of his men found a lamp (unlighted) on the
windlass, and also a tin can, containing two or three pounds of powder,
which he threw overboard.

The captain of one schooner says that immediately after the fire broke
out he saw a boat leave the schooner and pull in for the Virginia shore.

From all the evidence I have little doubt but that the vessel was
robbed and the crew made prisoners by the rebels, who then fired the
vessel and escaped.

The above is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
THOMAS POYNTON IYEs,

Acting Master, Oommanditlfl.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMuEL MAGAW,

Oommanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.



Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj the Navy, Navy Department,

OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 119

Leiter f!vm Commodore Harwood, V. 8. Navy, comm8.1l~OtomaoFlotilla, to LIeutenant-
CoIllDlallder Jlagaw, V. 8. Navy, comman Firlt Divillion.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, October 25,1862.
BIR: The information I received and communicated to you in reference

to tbe burning of tbe schooner Frances Elmor is confirmed by the
master aud crew of that vessel who have beeu released from their
imprisonment and have returned to New York.

They say that the party was well armed with pistols and cutlasses
and in a fine boat.

Tbe party was commanded by Lieutenant Wood, formerly of the
U. S. Navy, and the boat has been represented to me as being one for
merly belonging to the Merrimack. She is in all probability in the
Upper Machodoc or-- creeks.

Mr. Rollins, who has recently escaped from Richmond and gave me
tbe first information upon the subject, is well acquainted with the creeks
and marshes in the vicinity of Mathias, and is anxious to accompany
any expedition as guide.

Resistance is to be expected. You will therefore take care to send a
sufficient force and to send for the Eureka to go into any of the creeks
where there is water enough.

It will be discreditable to our vigilance if this boat is allowed to do
any more mischief. I therefore hope that with your usual energy you
will soon be able to give a good account of her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. At HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Lieutenant-Commander BAML. MAGAW,

Oommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Bepon of Commodore Harwood, V. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, recommending
appointment of Louis N. BolliDII, to a pocI.tion under hia command.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, November 3, 1862.

Bm: On the 20th ultimo, Mr. Louis N. Rollins was referred by the
Department to me for the purpose of communicating information
respecting the movements of certain rebel parties in the neighborhood
of Mathias Point.

I found Mr. Rollins well informed, and directed Lieutenant-Com
mander Magaw to permit him to accompany him for the purpose of
pointing out the localities where boats used in the contraband trade and
the launch recelltly used by an armed party to rob and destroy a
schooner were hid. The launch, which bad been carted over from the
Rappahannock, had been taken back in the same way, and that the
principal object of the expedition failed. Lieutenant-Commander
Magaw, however, writes me that Mr. Rollins would be very useful to
him if he could be given a position in the flotilla, such as clerk, which
would make his knowledge of the localities available to the Govern
ment, and at the same time give him a support.

I beg leave to recommend )Ir. Rollins to the further notice of the
Department.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
[A. A. HARWOOD.]
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Report of Acting Master Savage, U. S. Navy, commanding U. R.~c1wonu
Matthew Vassar, oj captures made by that vessel and the destruction of
salt 1()orks.on Rappahannock Ri'ver.

U. S. SOHOONER MATTHEW VASSAR,
Rappahannock River, October 9,1862.

Sm: I most respectfnlly take the liberty of reporting to you that
yesterday, wheu out in the Chesapeake Bay after water, which I was
supplied with (300 gallons) from the steamship Dan Webster and the
bark Sea Bride, I afterwards captured a canoe running from Milford
Haven to Maryland shore for a cargo of goods, which I will send you
the list of part of the things he was to fetch to some of his friends.
He likewise has the list of the last car~o that he ran across, which I
will enclose in this to you. One of the men, whose name is John Owen,
I found ou his person '255 in Confederate money, and the other name
is Larking Davis, and had'8 of Virginia money. There was nothing
in the canoe but a large bag of sweet potatoes. I shall hold them as
prisoners until I hear from you, or send them to you if I can get an
opportunity.

This morning I observed a large smoke about 6 miles above where I
lay when you were down here. I immediately got underway and pro
ceeded up the river, and found it to be a large, ext.ensive salt works,
consisting of five large boilers, and attended to by negroes. They
informed me that they had made a great quantity of salt, and that
their master takes it to Richmond, and that he was at present off with
some, to some place. So I destroyed all the boilers and tore the place
down.

J remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
lluGn H. SAVAGE,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commander E. P. MOCREA,

Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

P. S.-SIR: Permit meto inform you that since I finished my report
to you there are four contrabands who came oft· to me in a canoe, claim
ing my protection. I have received them until further orders from
you, as I have had no orders concerning contrabands.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HUGH H. SAVAGE,

Acting Master, OommandiJW.
Lieutenant Commanding E. P. MOCREA,

Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
. transmitting report of Lieutenant·Oommander Magaw, U. S. Nal''!I, com
manding Second I!ivision, regarding destruction of Confederate defenses.

COMMANDANT'S OFFIOE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, October 11, 1862.

SIR: I enclose a copy of Lieutenant·Commander Samuel ){agaw's
weekly report of operations in the river, by which you will perceive
tbat tbe work of destroying the principal batteries left by the rebels
has been accomplished.

The mortar schooner Matthew Yassar has taken a canoe furnished
with passes from General Lockwood, which appear to be used for eOu
~raband purposes.
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Acting Master Savage has destroyed in the Rappahannock an exten
sive salt work, consisting of six large boilers, from which supplies have
been sent to Richmond.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, etc.,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELL:&s,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

[Encl08ure.]

SAN:UEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant-Oommander, Second Division.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding N (1/01/ Yard and Potomac Flotilla.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, October 11,1862.

Sm: I respectfully snbmit my weekly report:
Upper Shipping Point and Cockpit batteries have boon completely

destroyed, a quantity of rubbish (fragments of wagons, etc.) burned.
Oavalry appeared .several twes, but made no demonstration. At Cock
pit two shells (slightly buried and }.eft there by the enemy) exploded,
fortunately without accident to us. There are no works at Boyd's
Hole, and those" at Aqnia and Potomac crooks were the defenses of
those routes to Richmond.

Mathias Point can be enfiladed by the gunboats; the timber is yet
too groon to burn readily. I will soon send you the result of a personal
examination as to th~ facilities for trfWsporting heavy guns over the
slough, and of its extent.

Everything is quiet. Small bodies of cavalry frequently make their
appearance in the viciJlity of Mathias Point and Dr. Stewart's. I am
not satisfied that the schooner lately burned off White Point was burned
by theenemYi the affair is, however, mysterious.

I beg you will direct the gu~rd vessels above and below to order all
vessels anchoring in the river to come to on the Maryland side of the
channel.

I have the honor to be, your servant,

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting captured papers.

ColrlMA.:NDANT'B OFFIOE, N AVV YARD,
Washington, Oct{)bcr 13, 1862.

SIR: The enclosed papers· were taken from one of the persons
intercepted in a canoe by the Matthew Vassar's boat, in Chesapeake
Bay, oft· the Rappahannock River. She was going to Maryland for
goods. The bill enclosed is for goods carried over in August.

The coast gua.rd pass from General Lockwood and Captain Revere,
with other papers, are enclosed to the Department, showing that the
prisoner Owen is considered a Union man.

By the bill, also enclosed, I infer he is in the habit of passing from
shore to shore, which can not be permitted under your orders to me to
observe a strict blockade.

• NotfoUDd.
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Will the Department please to forward these papers to the proper
military authority, that the officers of the Army may bf\ made aware
that these passes will not protect from seizure boa.ts or persons, should
they be encountered by vessels of the flotilla.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Comm,odore Hancood., U. 8.
Nary, comma,nding Potomac Flotilla, giving information received from
the 1Var and Treasury Departments.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 1.'1,1862.
SIR: Oommodore Domin has been instructed to send to Washington,

under orders to report to you, the several mortar sch,ooners at Balti·
more, as fast as they are ready. To render uunecessary the employment
of the river pilots, some of the pilots of the flotilla, or officers thereof,
should be in the vicinity of the mouth of the Potomac to pilot the
schooners up the river.

The mortar schooners at present in the Potomac you will send around,
two by two, to Baltimore for repairs, a.s the others arrive.

The War Department states that it is unable to furnish the contra
bands desired by you to fell the trees on the most prominent points of
the Virginia shore to prevent the enemy from erecting batteries.

The Department wrote to the Secretary of the Treasury on receiving
your letter of the 4th instant, and asked his attention to your suggestion
that the collectors should give notice of extraordinary shipments of
goods to the ports on the Maryland side of the Potomac. He informs
me in reply that the collectors at Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New
York have been directed accordingly.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oo'mmanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, in response to Department's letter ofpreceding day.

OOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, October 14, 1862.

SIR: Your letter of the 12th l13th1has been received.
First. I shall be ready to semI the mortar schooners, two by two,

round to Baltimore as soon as others from that station arrive. The
pilots shall be in readiuess at the mouth of the river.

Secoud. I shall not require assistance from the War Department in
physical force. Much of the work of destruction proposed has been
already accomplished with our own men, and I find there will be very
little felling of trees required.

Third. The cooperation of the Treasury Department has already pro·
duced very marked effects in checking the contraband trlLde. I am
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informed, however, that a new channel has been opened via Hyattsville
and Marlborough. The other six. carloads came from Baltimore with
goods directed to planters.

The quantity was extraordinary. An entire carload, for instance, to
a single individual. It is evident that a large amount of goods may be
taken in this way to pojnts where it can be run at favorable times into
Virginia.

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

u. S. S. FREEBORN, October 15, 1862.
8m: I respectfully report that I made a careful and satisfactory

reeonnoissance of Mathias Point this morning.
I find nothing in the way of earthworks but the three old rifle pits

built upward of a year ago.
At the head of the slough, or swale, heavy artillery can be trans

ported easily from the mainland to the point, but in battery it can be
entlladed, as per sketch.·

It would be well to burn the timber on the point, and I beg your
order to do so when the opportunity presents.

I have the honor to be, your servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Oommander.

Report of IMutenant-Oommander Magmo, U. S. Navy, commanding Sec
ond Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding reconnoissance of Mathias
Poi"t, Va.

Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Flotilla.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitti'1&fJ copy of certificate of capture by U. S. steamers
TAomas Fruborn and Eureka.

OOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, October 16,1862.

SIB: The Satellite arrived here this morning with goods, a copy of
certificate of the capture of which is herewith enclosed. She brought
up also a person by the ·name of Goldsmidt, who appears, by the bills
taken with him, to be one of the persons engaged in running goods
from Baltimore to Virginia.

·!'he usual disposal will be made of the goods and prisoner as soon as
the papers can be arranged, which the law requires to be deposited
with the district court.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
~~~--------~-

• Not found.



124 OPERATIONS Ol'f TilE POToMAC AND ltAPPAIlANNOCJt

[Encloeure·l

Poromar. Flotilla.-Certijioate of c.apturll.

Name and character of the prize.-One yawl boat. .
By whom and by 1Chat 1)essel oapture made.-Boats belongin~ to steam

ers Freeborn and Eu,·eka.
When capture made.-October 12.
Where and for what reasonB.-Havin~been found abandoned on the

Maryland shore, near BloRsom Point.
The cargo, if any on board.-Merchandise.
What papers found.-None of importance save two bills of goods

bought by L. Goldsmidt and three letters.
Remarks.-One prisoner named Leon Goldsmidt was arrested. near

the RPOt where the goods were found under suspicious circumstances,
not being able to give an account of himself, to state why he was
there, and is probably one of the owners. The boat was destroyed,
being of no value.

OCTOBER 13, 186[2.]
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned merchandise was captured

by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. stea.mers Freeborn and
Eureka, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above desig
nated, and the above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

JAMES L. PLUNKETT
Aoting Master, U. S. S. Freeborn.

Order of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Nafl'!/, commandi1lif/ P0t0l1lac Fw
tilla, to Lieutenant-Oommander McOrea, U. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Jacob Bell, regarding schooner Mary Elizabeth.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, October 16, 1862.
SIR: I have received information that the schooner Mary Elizabeth

sailed on the 15th instant for Leonardtown and St. Clement's Bay, with
a cargo of whisky, dry goods, boots and shoes, and some passengers.

Look well to her cargo and permit.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
OommoiUwe, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Lieutenant·Commander E. P. MCCREA,
Adjutant, etc.

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander ~{cOrea, U. S. Na?J'Y, commanditfg
Second Divi.sion Potomac Fwtilla, of affairs on the lower Potomtw.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL, POTOMAC FLOTILLA, .
Piney Point, October 17,1862.

SIR: I arrived at this port at 1 a. m. this day, and found at anchor
the Resolute, coaling np. Knowing the necessity of coal at tbe yard I
send her up, towing a vessel consigned to you. Should you uot need
her at present, please order her to return to her station (reporting
to me).
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I would suggest the transfer of, say, 30 men from the Curritd to the
AnacoBtia, and that the latter take the place of the former as guard
ship, and tbe former going to the yard for repairs, as 80011 as you call
receive her.

I enclose duplicate lists of refugees captured crossing from Virginia
to Maryland. in violation of the blockade. Ileavo this evening in per
SOD with two lao.u.ches tocapture another Merrimack launch, if sbe comes
out. No mortar schooners have as yet arrived from Baltimore to relieve
those now in the river. I would recommend a requisition upon the Ooast
Survey for the last surveys of Potomac River -to Piankatank, etc., and
the Rappahannock rivers.

I enclose three passports and. two letters taken from the refugees for
your disposition.

EverythiBg is quiet so far as regards the enemy. I would suggest
the removal of the refugees from St. George's Island and all boats
destroyed, save those belonging to the pilots, and only one allowed to
f'ach. I have reatlOn to believe tbey engage in illegal traffic. I l:lhall
do so npon your order immediately.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. McOREA,

~'At-Commander, Second Division Potomac Flotilla,
and Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,
COfWIIjOlllding Potomac Ji'wtilla.

Report of Acting Volu1ltecr .lAeukmant Hay., U. 8. NaV!l, commanding
U. 8. S. Satellite, regarding refugee from Blakistone Island.

. U. S. S. SATELLITE,
Potomac Flotilla, October 19, 1862.

Sm: I respectfully beg leave to make report of the taking of a man
from BJakistone Island at this above da~, giving his name aa William
Marmaduke, from Westmoreland Oounty, Va. He says he left Virginia
in a small skifi' and came to Blakistone Island in order to get North, a.tJ
he conld not remain in Virginia without being drafted for the Oonfed
erate Army. Under these circnmstances I took him 011 board and for
ward him to you..

Sir, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PETER HAYS,

Aoting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding Satellite.

Oommodore A. A. HARWOOOD,
Commanding Navy Yard and Potomac Flotilla.

Reptw~ of C011Jmodore HQII'wood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
till<l, regarding capture of metallic life bo,at C. F. lVara.

OOMMANDAN'r'S OFFICE, NAVY YAim,
Washington, October 20,1862.

SIR: I beg leave io enclose the duplicate certificate of capture by the
flotilla of a metallic life boat called the C. F. Ward, containing a quan
tityof goods and a number of letters.
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The part owner of this vessel, Mr. C. F. Ward, was arrested, and
appears to be one of the regular contrabandists and mail carriers
between Richmond and Baltimore. I have placed him in charge of the
provost-marshal.

I beg leave to draw your attention to the fact that Ward is the sec·
ond person recently arrested by the flotilla in the act of carrying cor
respondence between the loyal States and their enemies. The corre
spondence is full of treasonable sentiments, and although there does
not appear to be any attempt to give military information, there is no
reason to suppose that it may not be done, the usual precautions of
concealment being observed.

If it were generally understood that these traders and mail carriers
would be, when caught, punished as spies, an immediate stop would be
put to their operations, which are by no means harmless. If the
Department agrees with me in this opinion, may I request that the
notice of the War Department may be drawn to the subject, and that
some warning may be given by proclamation, that ignorant men may
not embark in a buslDess which will put their lives in jeopardy.

I should like to be informed in whose hands the intercepted letters
should be placed. They contain no information in relation to the prize
goods that is required for their condemnation in the courts, but some
of importance as to the persons furnishing the goods in Baltimore, and
exhibiting the temper of the people of Maryland in disloyal districts.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

OommoMre, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the Navy, Navy Department.

[Endorsement.]

It would be well for the officer of the flotilla to send evidence in each
cuse of arrest; also to carefully discriminate, so 38 not to do injustice
to innocent parties.

Intercepted letters send to Department.
. W[ELLBS.]

[EnoIOllur<l.]

Potomao Flotilla.-Certijicate of captllre.

Name and character of prize.-[ o. F. Ward], Francis metallic life
boat.

By whom and by what vessel capture made.-Acting Master W. T.
Street, U. S. S. Jacob Bell.

When capture made.-October 17, 1862, at 11:40 p. m.
Where and for what reasons.-At Jackson's Creek, Va., for violating

the blockade, namely, passing from Maryland to Virginia with goods.
The cargo, if any on board.-One box or 14 dozen H skirts, 4, boxes

of coffee, 1 case of shoes, 3 boxes caudles 2 bundles of cloth, 1 case of
shoes, 1 case of shoes, 24 pair of boots, 24 pair of boots, 60 pair ladies'
shoes,1 case of prints, 1 case felt hats,1 case of B cotton, 1 sack of
Java coffee, 1 sll<lk of Rio coffee, 1 box castile soap, 1 ca.se of liquor, 1
carpet bag, 1 valise.

What papers found.-Sixteen letters. .
Remarks.-Receiving information that a boat with three men were to

cross the Potomac from Maryland to Virginia on the night of the 17th
instant, started with a boat's crew of 7 men and Mr. A. Bentley, third
assistant engineer, proceeded to the above creek to await the boat's
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approach. At 11: 40 p. m. the boat came in sight, not coming in the
creek, as anticipated, but landed about 100 yards above. Not being
able to approach the boat in time, two men that were hired to row the
boat made their escape, but captured the boat, goods, and part owner
of the goods, Mr. C. F. Ward.

U. S. S. .JAOOB BELL, October 18, 1862.
I hereby certity that the above-mentioned C. F. Ward, boat, and

goods were captured by the undersigned, commanding the gig of the
u. S. S. Jaoob Bell, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above
designated, a.nd that the above and annexed statement is true in every
particular.

WM. T. STREET,
Acting Master.

Report of Oommodore Harlcood, u. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, of arrival of refugees at Wa.shington nal'y yard.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
OOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, October 20, 1862.
Sm: The followin~-namedpersons, representing themselves as refu

gees, were sent up from the lower Potomac by the flotilla:
R. Cully, Isaac N. Nea.l, .J. Campbell, whites; William Ashton,

colored.
The white men all had passes from the rebel military authorities from

Richmond to Hanover, to obtain which they swore allegiance to the
so-called Confederate States.

These men have been delivered into the custody of the provost
marshal.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

:&port of Acting Master Wright, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. schooner
Arletta, regarding a boat expedition to Freestone Point.

U. S. SOHOONER ARLETTA,
Alexandria, October 20, 1862.

Sm: In conformity with the object which I communicated to you ou
the 18th instant, I lett this vessel early on the evening of the same day
with an armed boat's crew, and, with the first cutter in tow of the tug
TeaJl8r, steamed down the river. .At 9: 30 p. m. anchored close under
Freestone Point and immediately pushed up .Neabsco Creek. The night
being intensely dark, and my information not explicit as to the landing
place of the smugglers, I had to search the reeds and tussocks on both
sides the creek, thus losing much valuable time. At the distance of
about three-fourths of a mile from the entrance I had the satisfaction
of finding the boat of which [1 was] in search, and another, which I was
told had. been employed for some time past in running mail matter across
the river.
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A short distance above this place were some 60 cords of recently cut
firewood, piled at the water's edge, with evidences of having been much
more within a short time. Near by was a large boat of about 10 tons,
which, as it was low tide, I could not take away. I destroyed her by
cutting through her keel and boat gunwales.

Having accomplished the object for which I started, I took the small
boats in tow to t.he tug and returned to this vessel.

Hoping this may meet your approbation,
I am, sir. very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. G. WRIGHT,
Acting Alaster, Oommanding Arletta.

Commodore ANDREW A. HA.RWOOD
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington, D. O.

General weekly report of Lieutenant-Oommander McOrea, U. S. NaflY, com
manding Sec,ond J)i1,ision Potomac Flotilla, referring to steamer Key
port.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Potomac lllotilla, October [20], 1862.

SIR: I respectfully submit the following report:
During the last week I have been in St. Mary's and Wicomico rivers,

but found nothing worthy of note. Last night I made capture of some
goods and the owner, F. J. Allston. I forward them with this dispatch.
They were captured on shore, just pushing off at Floods Creek. I have
the horse and wagon that brought tbe goods and men at Piney Pointlsubject to your order. The contracts with Mr. Plowden were signea
to-day. I submit them to you for your approval.

Your dispatch of the 16th instant was received on the 18th instant per
Satellite. The vessel had beeu passed by the guard ship, her papers
being correct. I have transferred 5 men to Reliance, 5 to Teaser, and 3
to Resolute from the Ourrituck, she baving many to spare, those vessels
being very short-handed. I would bring the matter of the Keyp()t·t,
steamer, to your notice. She runs between Baltimore and Washington,
carries passengers, etc., runs into Breton's Bay, and, in my opinion,
gives aid to those persons hostile to the Government on the Maryland
shore. I would suggest a prohibition to all ports [boats1to trade on the
Maryland shore on the Potomac Uiver. I would state that great quan
tities of goods come via the Patuxent River, landed principally at Mill·
stone Landing, no vessels being there, or ever have been (save this ves·
sellast year). The river is open to all vessels from Baltimore.

A cavalry force would be of great service on the shores of the Poto
mac, or rather at the principal trading towns, Port Tobacco, Leonard·
town, Chaptico, Great Mills, Millstone Landing, and generally patrol·
ling the country. I have had no opportunity since the receipt of your
enclosures to attend to the so·called robbery of the Mary Jane in the
Leonardtown Bay, but will at the moment I can leave Breton's Bay.
The Ourrituck is still guard ship; the Teaser relieved. the Reliante to·day,
cruising between Blakistone Island and Blake's Landing; ~Matthew Vas
sar' off Herring and Floods creeks to Piney Point. The Reliance needs
repair badly. The lVyandank is stationed in the Wicomico River as
storeship. I would request permission to exchange a master's mate
with her. I propose you will order the surgeon of this vessel to her,
and make her a hospital ship, also having well-covered decks for the
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sick, previous to their transfer to the yard. .Regarding vessels laden
with salt, bound to Washington with legal passes, I send you the names
of consignees and shippers for your guidance.

I have been unable to examine Acting Master's Mate Richards, agree
ably to your order, for promotion to acting ensign as yet, and have
none around me capable of so doing. .

The mortar schooner T. A . Ward is in the Rappahannock; no relief
to the mortar vessels now here has as yet arrived from Baltimore.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MaCR~A,

Lieutenant·Oommander and Adjutant.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac FloUlla.

OCTOBER 21, 1862.
SIR: Since writing the above I have fallen in with the Keypurt and

Dragon. The latter vessel brought your dispatches of the 20th instant.
I have sent her to carry >nt your instructions of October 18, addressed
to her commanding officer.

I had an interview with Captain Stackpole, of the Keyport, and exam·
ined his papers. His charter by the Government ]lermit~ him to carry
private freight and passengers and to charge a legal price. He can
not carry sutler's stores, nor can any quartermaster order it to be done,
is a clause in the charter. I have found that a quartermaster at Point
Lookout has taken advalltage of his position (according to Captain
Stackpole's belief). I forward you a copy of his (the quartermaster's)
order. Captain S. thinks they are sutler's goods. The Keyport I
passed; she bronght no whisky from Baltimore, so Captain S. says; he
took it oft· his vessel before leaving, there beillg some doubts of his
being allowed to pass the guard ship. I have changed my opinion
regarding her, upon a strict investigation, and she is legally passing
to and fro. She is exa,mined and passed like other vessels. I should
like to know if passellgers upon any vessel must be furnished with a
pass from some proper authority, or only the number of passengers
entered upon the manifest; it is not understood correctly.

MATHIAS POINT, October 21,1862-7 p. m.
SIR: I arrived this evening at 6 p. ID. and communicated with Lieu

tenant-Commander Magaw. Wishing to see you, he leaves at day
light for the y.ard. I transfer prisoner, goods, and dispatches to him
for delivery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Oommander and Acijutant.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

General instructions from Oommodore HaT/cood, U. 8. Navy, command·
ing Potomac Flotilla, to Lieutenant-Oommander 111agaw, U. S. Navy,
commanding First Division.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, October 21,1862.
SIR: I have directed the Oamr de Lion to resume her station, and

hope she will prove of use to you.
K W R-VOL 5--9
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I have a report, which J have reason to think is reliable, that con
siderable contraband operations are going on in our neighborhood.

The large schooner loaded with hay, recently reported ali having been
burned by Acting Master Ives, of the Yankee, was burned by the rebels,
and the crew, consisting of nine men, was sent to Richmond.

My informant had seen some of the men employed in transporting
the goods and crew.

They were carried over to Smoot's wharf, on the Rappahannock,
about 2 miles helow Leedstown, and thence to Richmond. The railroad
is now completed between Fredericksburg and Richmond. You will
perceive by this that it is important to prevent supplies and recruits
from being brought across the river, and that much facility is afforded.
in forwarding supplies if the enemy or his traitorous friends on the
Maryland shore can succeed in eluding your vigilance.

It is !mid that one of the llferrimack's boats has been brought across
on wheels from the Rappahannock, and that she is concealed either in
the Upper Machodoc or Rosier's creeks, or in a small creek called
Gambo [Gamble's 'l, about 3 miles above the Macbodoc, and navigable
only for boats.

There is a picket guard on Bluff Point, and there may be one on the
Machodoc, and the report is that the pickets will be extended from
Mathias Point down to Monroe'8 Creek, and even as far as Mattox.

I wish you to endeavor to find out, if possible, where the boats used
in crossing from the Virginia shore are concealed, and that you would
send in and destroy them.

As you may probably meet with resistance, if the draft of water will
permit you had better employ the Eureka.

You are authorized to send for that vessel and to look into the creeks
or not, as you may deem expt'dient.

At all events make your division keep on the alert to prevent the
crossing from the Maryland shore.

Very respec~fully,your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Fl{)tilla.
Lieutenant-Commander SAML. MAGAW,

Commanding F'irst Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hays, U. S. Navy, cammanding
U. S. S. Satellite, of tlte 108s of .A ndreu: Crane, of that vessel.

U. S. S. SATELLITE,
Potomac Fl{)tiUa, October 21, 1862.

SIR: I most respectfully beg leave to make report of the loss of one
of my men tllis day. I sent my boats, in company with those of the
Ft'eeborn and Yankee, 011 shore at Mathias Point, for the purpose of
destroying the woods and rifle pits there; my men, with others, were
placed on picket. When they were called in, one man by the name of
..t\.ndrew Crane was missing. He is supposed to have been taken pris
oner, as rebel cavalry are known to have been in the vicinity during
the day.

Sir, I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. HAYS,

Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding Satellite.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Comdg. Nary Yard and Potomac Flotilla, Washington, D. C.
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[Endorsement.]

This man appears to have been lost through his own disobedience of
orders, having strayed from his station as picket. He was a landsman.

Respectfully,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant- Oommander.

Report of Oomnwdore Harwood, U. S. Navy, command'ing Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting duplicate certificates of capture.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, October 22, 1862.

SIR: I enclose four duplicate certificates of captures made recently
by the Potomac Flotilla by the Teaser, Yankee, William Bacon, and
Eureka.

The following persons have been placed in custody of the provost
marshal:

F. J. Allston (VirgiDian), taken with contraband goods and letters
for Richmond.

Jacob Biscoe (colored).
Robert Lacey, James Lacey, Hugh Mitchell, late of the rebel Army.
John Mitchell.
William Marmaduke, refugee from Virginia.
Four black men and two women, refugees.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclo8ure8.]

Potomac Flotilla.-Certijicate of capture.

Name and character oftileprize.-Canoe, F. J. Allston and J acob Biscoe
(colored).

By whom and by what vessel capture made.-U. S. S. Teaser; Acting
Master W. T. Street and Acting Em~ign P. Sheridan.

When capture made.-October 19, 1862, at 8: 30 p. m.
Where andfor 1chat reason.-At Herring Creek, Md., for attempting

to pass from Maryland to Virginia with goods.
The cargo, if any on board.-Two boxes shoes,l box ladies' shoes, 2

boxes dry goods, 1 bundle, 1 carpet bag.
What papersjound.-Ten letters.
Remarks.-Receiving iuformation that a boat was to cross the Potomac

from Herring Creek, Maryland, to Virginia, with goods, on the night
of the 19th instant, I was ordered by Lieutenant·CommanderE. P. McCrea.
to go Oll board the Teaser and proceed to the above creek; arriving in
time to 800 the boat coming out with a negro in charge but no goods.
Ordered him to come on shon~, when he stated that a wagon filled with
goods was waiting for him about Ii miles up the beach, and that one
of the men that were to cross had just left; the canoe as we came in
sight. Securing the canoe and taking the negro with ns proceeded to
the lauding, where we found the wagon and goods with two men, one
III' whom made his escape, but succeeded in capturing the other,Mr.F.J.
Aliston, with goods.
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U. S. S. JACOB BELL, October 20,1862.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned F. J. Allston and Jacob

Biscoe (colored) with crew and goods were captured by the undersigned
on board U. S. S. Teaser, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place
above designated, and that the above and annexed statement is true
in every particular.

w. T. STREET,
Acting Master, }tJxecuti"e Officer of the Jacob BeU,

Senior Offictr on board U.8. S. Teaser.
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Commander, Second Dit,i~ion.

Potomac Flotilla.-Certijicate of captllTe.

Name and character of the prize.-One canoe.
By whom and by what vessel capture made.-Charles P. Moore, acting

master's mate, in charge of the guard boat from the Yankee.
When capture made.-Evening of October 18, 1862.
Where and for what rea-sonll.-Off Nanjemoy Creek, one-third of the

way over from the Maryland shore. Because attempting to run the
blockade.

The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papersfo'Und.-One letter.
Remarks.-There were four men in the canoe, viz, Hugh Mitchell, John

Mitchell, James Lacey, Robert Lacey. The party were attempting to
get into Virginia. Hugh Mitchell has been in the rebel Army.

I hereby certify that the above·mentioned canoe and men were cap
tured by the undersigned, commandingthe u. S. S. Yankee, ofthe Potomac
Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that tile above
and annexed statement is true in every particular.

THOS. POYNTON IVES,
Commanding Yankee.

Potomar Flo/illa.-Certijicate of capture.

Name and characterof the prize.-Eight boxes of merchandise, assorted,

to wit: One box marked<t>, 1 box [marked] I. S. G.: 1 box [marked]

R. B. Griffin, 1 box [marked] G., 1 box marked~(fever and ague
cure), 3 boxes mustard.

By whom and by what !'essel capture made.-Vlilliam P. Rogers, U. S.
schooner William Bacon, Potomac l?lotilla.

When capture made.-October 14, 186~, at 7 p. m.
Where andfor what ,·easons.-Being contraband goods, hid away for

the purpose of running across to Virginia, concealed on the bank of
Neal's Creek lSound], beilind a bru8h fence, covered with brush.

The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-None.
Remarks.-These goods are without doubt hid away by a boat or boats

hard pushed and pursued by some of the flotilla in the flrst of the block
ade, they coming into the (·.reek and unlading and concealing them
and going to anotber part of the creek with the boats. There were
some empty boats found and destroyed in the creek, I have been
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informed, and perhaps may have been the same ones that hid their
goods. One George H. Jennings, the present occupant of the land
where the goods were found, informed me of t11e goods being concealed,
and that he had found them while searching for some stray pigs, and he
informed me of it for fear they might be found on his place and impli
cate him. It is my opinion that the goods have been concealed for five
or six weeks. Things about the place had that appearance.

U. S. SCHOONER WILLIAM: BAOON,
. Kettle Bottom Station, October 14, 1862.

I hereby certify that"~above·mentioned goods were found con·
cealed on the west bank of Neal'lf~{SoundJ,Charles County, Md.;
were captured by the undersigned, comruan~ the U. S. mortar
schooner William Bacon, No.7 of the Potomac Flotilla, .. ·toke time
and place above designated, and that the above and annexed statement
is true in every particular.

WM:. P. ROGERS,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Potomac Flotilla.-C/JrtijlcaUl of capture.

Name and character of the prize.-Lady WtUlhington (yawl boat).
By whom and by what vessel capture made.--J. J. Brice, U. S. S. Eureka.
When capture made.-October 17,1862.
Where and for what reasons.-In Mattawoman Creek, concealed in

marsh and being abandoned.
Th~ cargo, if any on board.-None.
What pape,"sfound.-No papers.
&marks.-Found concealed two trunks in corn shock near the boat

abandoned. The name T. R. Bateman, Port Tobacco, printed on one
of the trunks.

OOTOBER 20, 1862.
I hereby certify that the above·mentioned yawl boat was captured by

the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Eureka, of the Potomac Flo·
tilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the above and
annexed statement is true in every particular.

J. J. BRICE,
Acting Ensign•

.Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, urg'ing measures for the suppression of illegal traffic.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, N~VY YARD,

Washington, October 25, 1862.
8m: Permit me to inform the Department that great quantities of

goods pass up the Patuxent River and are landed principally at Mill·
gOOne Landing, and that no vessels of war are now, or have been, there
except the Ja.oob Bell (last year). The Patuxent is open to all vessels
trading from Baltimore.

A cavalry force would be now of great service at the principal trad·
ing towns, such as Port Tobacco, Leonardtown, Chaptico, Great Mills,
and Millstone Landing. The force should be commanded by a strict
and efficient officer, who should patrol the surrounding country.
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I understand that the military department in that section of the
country is under the command of General Wool.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na,vy, Navy Department.

Report of Acting Master Sava,ge, U. S. NavIJr«Wnmanding U. 8. sckooner
Matthew Vassar, refJardil1tlJ'«fI11ture of six men and two boats.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
U. S. 8chooner j\fatthew Vassar, October 25,1862.

SIR: The following is a report of the capture of six prisoners and two
boats. Yesterday afternoon I sighted a boat going on shore containing
three men. I immediately sent a boat in chase and succeeded in cap
turing the boat, but no cargo in her. The three men succeeded in
makin~ their escape in the woods.

J~ast night my guard boat captured six men in the act of going to
the Virginia shore. They had paid their passage to a man rof] the name
of Morris. He was to take them over, but before they got in the boat
my men captured them. There were nine of them in all, but three of
them made their escape. Those six, when brought on board, I care·
fully searched and found on them a quantity of letters, which I will
forward to you, and a small quantity of medicines, and nine boxes of
toothbrushes; tIo11 of these things I will forward by the U. S. S. Resolute.
After delivering the prisoners to me I immediately sent my boat in
pursuit of the boat that these people were going to Virginia in and they
succeeded in capturing her, but no cargo in her. Sir, I wish to report
to you that these men all allow that they intend to join the Southern
Al'lUy, and that they had two bottles of whisky, which my men noticed
them putting in a drug, and then invited them to drink of it, which
they refused, but destroyoo the liquor.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
HUGH H. SAVAGE,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Lieutenant Commauding E. P. MCCREA,

Adjutant Pot{)mac Flotilla.

Report of Oommodore Haru.'ood, U. S. Navy, commandiug Potomac FW·
till.1, transmitting certi;ficate of capture made by U. 8. S. Eureka.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
CmIMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, Octobet· 27, 1862.
SIR: I enclose a certificate of captnre by the Eureka. The prisoners

will be Rent to the provost·marshal this morning.
I have the houor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
C01llmodm"e, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

HOll. GIDEON ·WELLES;
Secretary of the Navy.
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[EDW08ure.j

POkmlaC Flotilla.-Co.,.tificatCl of captuI·e.

Name and character of the prize. - One boat, no name;· worthless, and
destroyed.

By whom and by what vessel capture made.-IActing Ensign] J. J.
Brice, U. S. S. Eureka.

When capture made.-October 24, 18G2.
Where andfor what reasons.-At Nanjemoy Creek; running blockade.
TAe cargo, if any on board.-One trunk; carpetbag.
What papers filund.-[N one.]
Remarks.-The boat being unfit for use I destroyed it. Three per

sons were taken in the boat, viz, Thomas C. Hutchinsoll (white), Phil.
Lucas, and William Lucas (colored). The trunk contained but two or
three articles of clothing. The carpetbag also contained clothing.

OCTOBER 24, 1862.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned prisoners and articles were

captnred by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Eureka, of the
Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

J. J. BRICE,
Acting Ensign.

Report of Commodm'e Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac l!'lo
tilla, transmitting certificate of capture.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, October 28,1862.
SIB: I forward to-day another certificate of capture by the boats of

the Mattkel!' Vassar.
The prisoners, which I have :tit usual placed in the custody of the

military authorities of the district, were apparently going across to
Virginia to join the rebel Army. One of them at least had already
been in it, as appears by his discharge and pass, \\ hieh have been
forwarded to General Wadsworth.

Among the letters seized on the occasion were two which ihow that
rebel emissaries are busy on both sides of the water, and that there is
a pressing necessity for a cavalry force in Charles and St. Mary's
counties, Md.

Transient visits by the military force do but little good; they should
be continually on the move, with all the information which the deted
ive force can forward, to enabl~ them to arrest the agents of the rebel
States.

I hav6 the hon6r to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[EnC!08UI'll.j

Potomac FloWla.-Certificate of capture.

Jirame and character ofprize.-Two small boats.
RYlrhom and by 10ltat vesNel cilpture made.-Acting Master Command·

ill~ H. fl. Savage, U. S. sehoouer JlluttltfJW Vassar.
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When capture made.-October 24.
Where and for fOkat reasons.-Transporting rebel8 from Maryland to

join the rebel Army.
The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers jound.-Private letters.
Remarks.-Captured six prisoners in the act of rowing to Virginia to

join the so·called Confederate Army. Two of these men originally
belonged to the rebel Army. R. B. Dorsey, belonged to Stonewall
Jackson's division. Augustus Howell, thirteen months in the rebel
Army. On R. B. Dorsey's person found nine small boxes of tooth
bl'Ushes and one-half pound of opium, with other small quantities of
medicines. Picked up a quantity of letters in the water, that some of
the party tried to destroy, which I will forward to senior officer. List
of prisoners' names: J. T. Swann, R. B. Dorsey, Thomas Hanon, Frank
Thornton, Augustus Howell, J. R. Parsons.

U. S. SOHOONER MATTHEW VASSAR, Ootober 24, 1862.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned boatti and prisoners were

captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. mortar schooner
Matthew Vassar, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above
designated, and that the above aud annexed statement is true in every
particular.

H. H. SAVAGE,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U.8. Navy, com1llandi;tg Potomac F/,{)·
tilla, transmitting certificates of captures made by U. 8. schooner
William Bacon and U. S. S. Eureka.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YABD,

Washington, October 30, 1862.
SIR: I enclose two certificates of eapture, one by the U. S. schooner

William Bacon, on the night of the 22d instant, and the other by the
Eureka, on the 27th instant.

The prisoner, Nicholas Porter, has been sent to the provost-marshal.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

• ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
(]ommodore, Comma,nding Potomac Flotilla.

HOD. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Encla.ores,l

Potomac Flotilla.-Certificate of capture.

Name and charactftr of prize.-One boat, DO name; destroyed. One
prisoner, Nicholas Porter, who claims to belong in Talbot County, Md.

By fohom and by what vessel capture made.-William P. Rogers, U. S.
schooner William Bacon.

When capture made.-Night of October 22, 1862.
Where andfor what reasons.-Iu Charleston Creek, Maryland, being

contraband goods on the way over to Virginia.
The cargo, if any on board.-Two barrels of whisky, 5 boxes of goods

mark~ T., 3 packages of woolen cloth, 1 of cotton cloth, 1 package of
waddmg.

What papers found.-One paper, having the appearance of the head
ing of a letter, found in one of the packages of cloth, which is enclosed
herein.
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Remarks.-A portion of these goods was found concealed near the
head of CharIeRton Creek, the prisoner Porter having said there were
goods there that belonged to the same lot, all of which belonged to a
man by the name of John Thomas, who was going to transport them
over to Cuckold Cret'k and run them over to Virginia. This Porter
admit!>, who says he was hired by Thomas to help get the goods across
from Chaptico to Cuckold Creek, and that he has no interest or share
in the goods, and was persuaded to help him in order to make some
thiug, as he was poorly off.

I hereby certify that the above statements are true in every respect..
CRAS. D. THOMPSON,

Acting Masters Mate.

U. S. SOHOONER WILLIAM BACON,
Kettle Bottom, October 26, 1862.

I hereby certify that the above-mentioned boat, goods, and prisoner
were captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. mortar
schooner William Bacon, of the Potomac Flotilla, at t,he time and place
above designated, and that the above and annexed statement is true
in every particular.

WM. P. ROGERS,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

Potomac Flotilla.-Certifioate of oapture.

Name ana character ofprize.-l\1erchaodise.
By whom and by what ",essel capture made.-J. J. Brice, U. S. S.

Eureka.
When capture made.-October 27,1862.
Where anajor what reasonB.-On premises of Mr. Oliver, at Blossom

Point, for being secreted in corncrib, he not knowing or claiming any
knowledge of them.

The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-Nooe.
Remarks.-These articles were abandoned by owner, viz: .Ooe carpet

sack and bag containing clothing and clotheR.

OCTOBER 27, 1862.
I hereby certify that the above·mentioned articles were captured by

the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Eureka, of the Potomac
Flotillll, at the time and place above designated, and that the above
and annexed statement is true in every particular.

•J. J. BRICE,
Acting Ensign.

The burning of the ship Alleghanian by a party of Oonfederates under
Lieutenant JVood, O. S. Navy, October 29,18(;2.

Beport of AotiDg Kuter ProvOllt, U. 8. lfavy, commanding U. 8.11. ~tia.

U. S. S. ANACOSTIA,
Piney Point, Potomac River, October 29,1862.

SIB: I have the honor to state that I am in receipt of information to
this effect, from Captain J. H. Belham, of the steamer Daniel Webster:
That he picked up a boat containing ten men, about 5 miles below
Smith's Point. These men stated that they belonged to the Alleghanian,
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Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Powmac Flotilla;

of New York, 1,400 tons burdeu, with guano, for Loudon, and from
Baltimore, with pilot on board; that their vessel came to anchor in the
Ohesapeake Bay, abont 20 miles off the mouth of the Rappahailllockj
and between the hours of 10 and 12 o'clock p. m. they were boarded by
four boats, containing about tweuty-five mell, and that these men low
ered their boats and ordered them into them, with the exception of the
captain, first officer, and pilot, whom they took in their boats with
them, setting the ship 011 fire. The vessel now lies in the same place
at anchor with her mizzeumast gone, together with the cabin, leaviug
the after part of the hull, a mere shell, to within about 6 feet of the
water line. She is now in charge of a schooner, supposed to be a. mor
tar schooner. '£he captain of the Daniel Webster requesting advice as
to what disposition he should make of the ten men, I told him to carry
them with him to Alexandria, there place tllem 011 some United States
vessel to be forwarded to the Washingtoll navy yard without delay.
The captured men stated t.hat they were seized and bound by their
captors and placed in the boats; but, as I am informed by the captain
of the Daniel Webster, they were all well·dressed, and some even had
their bags with them. I regarded it as a suspicious circumstance, and
ordered them to be conveyed to WaHhington as prisoners. Their names
are aK follows: J .•J. Barstow, captain; II. Williams, mate; I. Pate~

pilot, are missing, reported taken by the rebels. The following are the
names of the ten men now on board the Daniel Webster: Thomas
Paston, Richard E. }{{)bert8, John Kane, James Wise, R<>bert Harrison,
James G. McDonald, James Gibbarr, Michael McDonald, Michael
Howard, James Sword.

I am, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
NELSON PROVOST,

Acting Mastel', Commanding.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, etc., lVnHltinllton, D. C

Order of the 8eoretary of the Navy to Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, oommandiDg
Potomac Flotilla, to investigate the burning of the ship Alleghanian.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 1,1862.
SIR: You will cause an investigation of the circumstances connected

with the burning of the vessel off the Rappahannock a few nights
since, and cOlllmunicate the result to the Department in writing.

I am, respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nary.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, tranamitting report
and statement relative to the blll'Ding of the lhip Alleghanian.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YA.RD,
Washington, NOl'embl'r 5, 1862.

SIR: As soon as practicable after hearing the report that a vessel
had been boarded and set on tire in Chesapeake Bay near the moutb of
the Rappahannock, I dispatched Lieutenant·Commander McCrea. in
the Ella to make the enqniry subsequently called for by yonI' order of
the 1st instant. .
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I enclose tor the information of the Department the copy of a report
received last evening from Acting Master W. I,. Bab(',()Ck, commanding
the mortar schooner T. A. Ward, who assisted in saving the Alleghm&ian
from being entirely consumed.

I also enelose the statement of James L. Jackson, one of the crew of
the Alleghanian, at present in custody ill this yard, which statement
was taken down by me personally, and from the straightforward and
unembarrassed manner of .Jackson in telling his story, and the cor
roborative evidence of Acting Master Babcock, I think there is no
cause whatever to suspect toul play on the part of the crew of the ship
in question.

It appears to me, however, proper to remark that there does not seem
to have been proper vigilance, or such preparation for defense as onght
to have been made by the maRter of the ship in such a nei~hborhood,

aud perhaps it may be as well to remind the commercial public that it
is impossible for the military arm to come in always in time to save
their vessels from damage 01' even from total destrnction. In this
instance the boats of the Ward and the Orusader attracted by the
lIames were in time to save the vessel from burning up entirely; but if
she had been provided with a few small arms, and her people had been
more 011 the alert, they might have given a good account of the maraud·
ing party. .

Will the Department give me the authority to release the ten seamen
now in confinement here, against whom it appears there is no evidence
which wonld warrant their further detention'

I have the honor to be, with great respect, yonr obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Seeretary of the Navy.
[Enelo.urea.]

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
U. 8. Mortar Schooner T. A. Ward, --, 186-.

8m: About half past 2 o'clock on the morning of the 29th of Octo
ber, I discovered a large ship on fire, bearing S. E.; it was about 8 miles
distant.. I immediately proceeded to her assistance, and arrived there
at 6 o'clock a. ill., and found the U. S. S. Orusader alongside of the
burning vessel. I immediately Hent two boats' crews on board to assist
in putting out the fire. I found her to be the ship AlltghaniOtn, of New
York. She was from Baltimore with a cargo of guano, bound to Lon
don. She had been set on fire by a party of men from MathewslJounty,
Va., calling themselves the Arabs. At 10:30 a. m., we had partly suc
ceeded in extinguishing the fire, and at lJaptain Andrew's request, of
the Orusader, Ila.y by the ship until the moming of the 30th, while he
proceeded to Yorktown for assistance to tow her away. At 5: 30 a. m.,
the Orusader arrived with assistance from Yorktown and towed the
ship down the ba.y, to what place I am not informed. Again proceeded
to my station at the mouth of the Rapahannock River, at which place
I arrived at 10 o'clock on the morning of the 30th of October.

I would fnrther state that I have information from reliable sources
that the leader of the party that burned the above-named ship was one
Lewh~ Hudgins, of Mathews County, Va.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. L. BA.BCOCK,

Acting .Master, Oommanding.
Lieutellaut-lJomlJll\lHler E. P. MCCREA,

Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.
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Statemeftt 0/ JafAl!JJ L. JaobOfi.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YA.RD,
TVashington, November 3, 1862.

James L. Jackson, spaman; left Baltimore in the A lleghanian, of New
York, loaded with guano, bound to London, last Thursday week; meta
head wind in Chesapeake Bay aud came to anchor; set an anchor watch.
About a quarter to 10, Jackson with another man having the watch,
three boats came alongside, the crews armed with 8c'\bers and revolvers.
They took possession of the ship, and after taking a quantity of small
stores from her, breaking open the chests of the men, took all the clothes
except one suit arid some contained iu a bag which was thrown into a
boat unobserved by them.

The captain, chief mate, and pilot were carried off by the assailants.
The second mate and the crew were divided among the two other boats
belonging to the vessel. The crew were at first bound, but released,
one at a time, as they passed over the side. The night was dark, and
the boat in whiCh Jackson got lost sight of the enemy's boat and pulled
for the eastern shore; was picked up by the Daniel Webster near the
mouth of the Potomac, and with his companions was handed over to the
officers of the Potomac Flotilla and brought to the navy yard.

Saw the fire break out on board the Alleghanian during the night 38
they were pulling for the eastern shore.

Ship's company, according to Jackson's statement: One captain, 1
first mate, 1 second mate, 1 pilot, 1 carpenter, 14 men and 1 boy before
the mast, 1 cook, 1 cabin boy-22 in all.

Letter from the Beoretary of the Navy to Commodore Harwood, U. B. Navy, oommandiDg
Potomac :Flotilla, trlUlllDittiDg information from the captain of lhip AlleghaDiaD.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Nove1llber 17,1862.
Sm: I transmit herewith a copy of a communication from Captain

Case, containing information of the designs of the rebels to surprise
and capture some [of] our steamers in the waters of Virginia. The ves
sels of the flotilla should be cautioned.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Encloaure.]

BAY STEA.MER LOUISIANA, November 9,1862.
My DEAR TURNER: I have just learned from the captain of the

Alleghanian that the party who captured and burned his ship was a
party from the rebel steamer Patrick Henry, who came from Richmond
and waited three weeks before attacking the Alleghanian to capture a
gunboat. The party was commanded by IJieutenants Wood and Lee,
of the rebel Navy. They say they are determined to capture some of
our boats. They went from the neighborbood of Gwynn's Island, at the
mouth of the Piankatank. The night was dark, and a fire was built on
the shore to mark the place to return to.

The General Putna1ll is going on the blockade between York and
Piankatank rivers. Caution her captain. I dare say a like attempt
may be made against our picket boats in the James. The plan is a
feasible one.



OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 141

The party numbered 25, armed with muskets, cutlasses, and French
revolvers, 9 barrels, one of large bore loaded with 14 buckshot. The
same party burned a. schooner (loaded with hay) in the Potomac a short
time since. Advise Parker.

Yours, sincerely,
A. LUDLOW CASE.

Captain TURNER, U. S. Navy
Commanding New Ironsides, Newport News, Va.

P. S.-Let the admiral know. The same thing may be attempted. on
the sounds.

Letter from Warner T. Ion.. eIq., to FlftJ.()fIicer FOmlllt, C. S. Navy, relative to the arr8It
of Peter Smith f.:Jr complioity m the blU'DiDg of the ship AlleghaDian.

UICHMOND, V A., November 17, 1862.
SIR: I have received information, which I consider entirely reliable,

that a guuboat in the service of the U. S. Government came up the
York River early on the morning of the 10th instant and sent an armed
boat ashore, at or near a place called Oappahosic, in the county of
Gloucester, and arrested Peter Smith and carried him as a prisoner on
board said gunboat, where the order was given, in the presence or
hearing of John Sterling, a citizen of Gloucester, to put him (Smith)
in double irons. It is known to you, from the official report of Lieu
tenant Wood, of the C. S. Navy, that the said Peter Smith acted with
him under orders as pilot on a recent expedition to Mathews County
Va., and in the Chesapeake liay, on which occasion a merchant vessel
of the enemy was bnrned by Lieutenant Wood and party and the cap
tain and mate of the vessel brought prisoners to Richmond. There
can be no doubt in my mind that Peter Smith has been made a prisoner
by the enemy because of his participation in the affair of the burning
of the vessel alluded to by Lieutenant 'Wood aud party, and that the
order given on board the gunboat to put him in donble irons justifies the
conclusion that they intend to proceed against him and treat him either
as a private citizen engaged in an unauthorized expedition or as a
pirate taken on the hi~h seas. Under these circumstances I ask that
the Government will give to said Smith that aid and protection which
his case, in my opinion, eminently merits, and that the necessary steps
be taken and orders given to that end.

Most respectfully,
WARNER T. JONES,

Member HOWIe Delegates of Virginia for Gloucester County.
Flag-Officer F. FORREST, C. S. Navy.

Order oj Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Fl~til1a,

regarding the U. S. S. Wyandank.

GENERAL ORDER.] POTOMAC FLOTILLA, October 29,1862.
The Wyandank is storeship of the Potomac Flotilla and is not to be

used as a cruising or dispatch vessel, save uuder urgent necessity.
Her Atation will be in Wicomico River, subject to my orders only.

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Commanding Potomac Plofilla.
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Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Fl0
tilla, regarding repairing and refitting ofv6asels.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

lVa.shington, October 30, 1862.
SIR: I beg leave to inform the Department that the mortar vessel

Sophronia iR ready to proeeed to Baltimore for repairs as BOOn as her
relief arrives.

The necessity for repairing several of the vessels of the Potomac
Flotilla and the activity of the contraband trade across the river
induce me to request the Department that the mortar vessels to take
the place of the Matthew Vassar and William Bacon, ordered to be fitted
for store vessels, may be sent from Baltimore as BOOn as practicable.

The Arletta and William Bacon are at the yard for the purpose of
having their mortars taken out, and I would respectfully request
instruction as to the manner in which they are to be fitted.

I expect the arrival of the Matthew Vassar to·day.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

AND"W. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Navy Dl,partment.

Report of Lieut.£nant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding Fir"
Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding the taking of pistols from tke
house of John Tayloe, esq., in King George County, Va.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, October 30,1862.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

yesterday in relation to a pair of old pistols taken from the house of
Mr. John Tayloe, of King George [County], Va., a captain in the Ninth
Virginia Hortle. Mr. Plunkett was censured by me for not bringing
off all arms found at Mr. Tayloe's, but he states he ordered the pistols
in question not to be taken. One of the boat's crew disobeyed orders
and brought oft one of them, which I send you. Several days elapsed
after Mr. Tayloe's arrest before I discovered that this pistol was on
board. When I sent him up I permitted him to retain his side arms.
The third clause of your letter is severe. Do you consider the taking
of arms from the house of a man known to be an enemy of the Govern
ment and in the enemy's country as pillage' Mr. Tayloe appears to be
fond of letter writing. I am sorry he was Oil sick furlough when
arrested, but have heard he was absent from his. company without
leave. His preparations were made to leave home early the next
morning.

I hereby retnrn Mr. Tayloe's letter.
Very respectfully, your ser-ant,

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Liellt.enant-Commander.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommandiug Potomac Flotilla.
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Report of Acting Mal/ter Brown, U. S. Na.!'y, commanding F. S. S. Creur
de Lion, regarding it refugee.

POTOMAC RIVER, October 31, 1862.
Sm: I have to report to you that this afternoon at 1 o'clock, while

lying oft· Ohicomuxen Creek, we picked up a refugee coming from the
Virginia shore.

8i8 name is James T. Griffen, and he belongs to Stafford County, 4
miles from Chopawamsic Creek.

He took the oath of allegiance to the U. S. Government April 14, 1862,
and returned to Virginia when our troops occupied that section of the
conntry. He says the rebel pickets are hovering about within 1 mile
of the river, taking every Ulan that is available for recruits; therefore
be made his escape.

Sending him and his skiff to you,
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAS. H. BROWN
Comma.nding U. S. S. Creur de Lion.

Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,
U. IS. S. Thomall Freeborn.

Report oJ Acting Master Frank, U. R. Nal'Y, commanding U. S. S. Reli
ancc, regarding capture of sloop Pointer, of Georget01fn, D. C.

U. S. S. RELIANCE,
Off Alexandria, October 31, 1862.

SIR: I herewith send up to the yard, under charge of Acting Mas
ter'lI Mate Walters, of this vessel, the sloop Pointer, of Georgetown,
n. C., and two men and one boy captured this day at the wharf in this
city.

J. Otis, the captain, boarded this vessel for a pass down the river to
Pamnnkey Creek, Maryland, bringing with him a clearance from the
custom-llou8e at Alexandria as being light.

From information received, however, this forenoon I sent Mr. Wal·
ters to overhaul her, which he did and brought her alongside.

Instead of being light, as the clearance stated, she had on board
groceries, dry goods, and whisky.

The parties telling contrary tales, and the entire proceedings gener
ally beiug at variance with regularity, I determined to submit all to
you.. Mr. Walters will explain in detail everything coucerning the
capture.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. J. FRANK,

Acting lIfallter, Commanding Reliance.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report 01 Oommodorc HaruJood, U. S. Nal'Y, commanding Potomac Fl()
tilla, transmittin[J ccrtificates of capt1tre.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFl<'ICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, November 1, 1862.
SIR: I enclose three certificates of capture by the vessels of the

Potomac Flotilla, two by the U. S. S. Eureka and one by the U. S. S.
&tellite, on the 30th ultimo.
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The prisoners have been sent to the provost-marshal.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Bon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Na,vy Department.

[Encl08uree.]

Potomac Flotilla.-Certificate of oaptKre.

OCTOBER 30, 1862.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned person was captured by

the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Eureka, of the Potomac Flo
tilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the above and
annexed statement is true in every particular.

Name and character of prize.-One man-John Lambert.
By whom and by what vessel captured.-J. J. Brice, U. S. S. Eureka.
When capture made.-October 29, 1862.
Where and for what reasons.-Cedar Point. Secreted in a cornfield,

and acknowledged having run the blockade the day previous.
The cargo, if any on board.-[None.]
What papers found.-None.
Remarks.-[None. ]

J. J. BRICE,
A.cting Ensign.

Potomac Flotilla.-Certificate of capture.

Name and character of prize.-A boat (no name) carrying passen
gers. The boat worthless and destroyed.

By whom and by what vessel capture mad~.-Acting Ensign J. J.
Brice, U. S. S. Eureka.

When capture mad~.-October 30,1862, p. m.
Where and for 11)hat reasons.-Oft' Mathias Point, crossing the

Potomac River clandestinely and violating the blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-None, except baggage.
What papers found.-Some letters found on one of the prisoners, Mr.

H. Degen.
Re1llarks.-The following is a list of prisoners, viz: (1) John Denfll

(wife and three children); has a little money and represents himself as
a refugee. (2) George F. Fisher (wife and one child); has a little
money with him; represents himself as a refugee. (3) Joseph Myer,
going North to see his relations; intends going back to North Caro
lina, where his family resides; says he is a loyal citizen. (4) Henry
Degen; states he will remain North or go to Enrope. The letters were
in his possession and are evidence against him. He had also more
money (about t2,800 rebel bonds, etc.) than necessary for his expenses.
Thornton Fitzhugh, Lewis Davis (colored), boat's crew.

OCTOBER 30, 1862.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned persons were captured by

the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Eureka, of the Potomac
Flotilla, at the tIme :md place above designated, and that the above
and annexed statement is true in every particular.

J. J. RRWE,
Acting En$ign.
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Potomac Flo/illa.-Certificate of capture.

Name a·nd character of prize.-One canoe containing five men giving
the following names: Lewis l<~reeman, William Bigger, James IIelming,
Edwin Keenon, Franklin Que.

By WllOl1t and 1Jy what vessel captured.-Volunteer Lientenant P. Hays,
steamer Satellite.

When capture made.-October 30, a. m.
Where andfor uihat reasons.-OfHhe Wicomico River, nnder suspicion

of going to or from Virginia.
The cargo, if any on board.-Two carpetbags.
What papers found.-[None.]
Remarks.-Mr. Lewis Freeman states that he came from Virginia, and

that he has never been attached to the Confederate Army, as he is
exempt from military duty. He came from Louisiana very recently.
He (Freeman) states that Messrs. Helming and Keenon were hired by
the party to take them froin Cobb's Point into Wicomico River. The
canoe is worthless.

THURSDAY MORNING, October 30,1862.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned canoe and five men were

captured by the nndersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Satellite of the
Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that
the above and annexed statement is true in every particnlar.

. PE'I.'ER HAYS,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding Satellite:

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding First
Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding contrabands and refugees.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, NO'l.'C1nber 2, 1862.
Sm: I send Acting Master's Mate rCharles F.J Watson with some

contrabands and It tlkiff. The inhabitallts of the Virginia shore are
now in the habit of sending these trustworthy lIegroes to Maryland for
goods. Mr. Rollins having communicated with his father at Machodoc,
found that the boat Merrimaok had been taken to Richmond. Our
expedition did not take place.

I send a refugee picked np by the Cceur de Lion with the letters of her
commanding officer in relation to him. Mr. .Rollins would be valuable
to me, as he knows the creeks and the country below Mathias. 1 have
every confidence in him, and if you can give [him] a situation as master's
mate or clerk, I think the interest of the Government would be served..

I have the honor to be, your servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

.LieutC1tant-Commander.
CommoJore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding, etc.

Report of Com1nQdore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting certificate oj capture.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE. NAVY YARD,
Washington, November 3, 18fi2.

SIR: I beg leave to enclose a certificate of capture by the Potomac
Flotilla of three boats manned by slaves, who were taken in the attempt
to run goods across the Potomac by order of their masters.

N W R-VOL 5-10
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These slaves have been placed in the custody of the provost.-marsha1.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potom4c Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

[EnclOllure.]

Potomac Flotilla.-Certificau of capture.

Name and character ofprize.-Three boats without name; two worth
less and destroyed.

By whom and by 1chat vessel capture made.-By Acting Maater's Mate
C. F. Watson, of the U. S. S. Freeborn, Lieutenant-Oommander Samuel
Magaw.

When capture ma,de.-November 1,1862, p. m.
Where andfor what reasons.-At Maryland Poiut, for violating the

bloekade.
The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-None.
RemarkR.-The following is the list of the men, viz: Benjamin Oole

(slave), belonging to William D. Hoe, of Virginia; Samuel Mowe (slave),
belonging to Ann Hice, of Virginia; Robert Brown (slave), belonging to
Oharles Scott, of Fredericksburg, Va.; Fincade Lucas (81ave), belong
ingto Margaret Miffleton, ofVirginia; BeYerlyBrooks(81ave),belonging
to Mrs. Judge Alexander, of Virginia; George Parker (slave), belong
ing to Charles Barry, of Virginia. The8e men were all taken for
attempting to run goods across from Maryland to Virginia. Their
masters, furnishing them with money, sent them across to purchase
goods and return them to said masters, they beiug coufidential serv
ants. They were taken before landing on Maryland shore.

NOVEMBER 1, 1862.
I hereby certify that the aboye·mentioned boats were captured by

the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Freeborn, of the Potomac
Flotilla, at the time aDlI place above de8ignated, and that the above and
annex.ed statement is true in every particular.

SAMUEL MAGAW,
.Lieutenant-Commander.

Report of Lieutenant·Comma,nder JlcCrea, U. 8. Navy, commanding ~'{ec·

ond Dit'ision Pot()mac Flotilla" tmnsmitting reports regarding expedi
tions to Gwynn's Island and Nomini Creek, Virginia.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, November 6,1862.

Sm: I have the honor to snbmit the proceedings of the Second Divi
sion, Potomac Flotilla:

I sent an expedition up the Nomini Creek, and enclose you the report
of the officer in charge, and also the report of Acting Master Charles
H. Brown, commanding the Creur de LWn (Station H), Rappahannock
and Piankatank rivers.

I would recommend the destrnction of the property belonging to one
HU{I~ins,on the Pianklltank, as I have reason to believe from the state·
ments of lTnion people ill that vicinity [he] was leader of the party that
burned the ship Alleghany [A lleghanianJ•.
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I would also advise au increase of the Potomac Flotilla, as the com
mand covers too much ground for the number of vessels to guard con·
stantly and effectually each station. The Tea~er has captured two
sloops and prisoners.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCOREA,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second Division, and Adjutant.
Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla..
[Enclosures.]

GWYNN'S ISLAND ANCHORAGE,
Potomac Flotilla, November 4, 1862.

SIR: Having relieved the U. S. S. Resolute and the schooner rT. A.]
Ward, according to your order, I anchored for the night in the Rappa
hannock River.

The next morning being Monday, November 3, the Omur de Lion,
Teaser, and the schooner S. H. Poole got underway and proceeded to
Gwynn's Island. I sent the boat under charge of Actillg Master's
Mate Gallagher, and then Oaptain Sheridan, of the Teaser, taking his
boat, went in charge of the expedition to protect the boats of the S. H.
Poole while removing the effects of the Union families from the island.
Allowing the boats to remain as long as I thought expedient, I then
recalled them by signal. At 8 p. m., fearing the enemy might set fire
to tbe building during the night, I sent a boat from each steamer to
protect the house. While the boats were returning to the ship in the
afternoon Oaptain Sheridan captured a Mr. Edwards, of the Oonfederate
Army.

Tuesday, November 4, after breakfast, the boats were agaiu dispatched
and returned with effects of familie~. At noon I received a note from
Lieutenant Commanding T. Fitzhugh, O. S. Army, to the effect that if
I wished to confer with him in regard to the removal of the U Ilion
people, he would meet me under a flag of truce at any place I might
designate. I accordingly appointed the phwe to be Gwynn's Island,
opposite the wharf, on th~ mainland. Arriving at the spot designated
I met a messenger with a note stating that I.ieutenant Fitzhugh objected
to the rendezvous, it not being on the mainland, but as there was no
limit mentioned in the first communication I considered it derogatory
to the honor of an officer in the U. S. Navy to give way under sucb cir
cumstances, and sent him a message to that effect. He then came over
and apologized, saying he thonght he mentioned the term mainland in
his note.

We then agreed to suspend hostilities until the schooner with the
families on board should have left the harbor. He wished to have
Mr. Edwards returned, as "We had not been molested thus far, but I
told him no, we had taken him while acting under the cover of our
gnns, and the request could not be granted.

Having assisted Mr. Wiggins to remove his property, word was sent
that any other families might also take this opportunity to leave.

Tue.sday, Novembl'f 4, Mr. John W. Billups came into the harbor
from Annemessex alld came alongside showing a permit from Brigadier
General B. H. Lockwood to cross the bay and report to the vessel guard·
ing tbe coast. He wished to remove his family, but as he had no per·
mit from the Secretary of the Navy, War, or Treasury, I could not allow
him to go ashore, but sent him my own boat and gave his family per
mission to leave under the authority of the order from Oommodore
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Harwood to Mr. Wiggius to bring away ltny Union families desirous of
leaving. I shall send them off in the schooner S. H. Poole under that
order.

I obtained permission to-day to fill np onr water casks, also those of
the Teaser, under this flag of truce, as we have others besides our own
crew to provide for.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
CRAS. H. BROWN,

. Oommanding U. S. S. Omttr de Lion.
Lieutenant~CommanderE. P. MCCREA,

Oommanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL.
Potomac Flotilla, November 4,1862.

SIR: Agreeably to your orders from Lieutenant·Commander E. P.
McCrea, adjutant Potomac Flotilla, I proceeded this morning to Nomini
River [CreekJ. Virginia, for the purpose of ascertaining if there were
any ves8els or boats up the same that might be or had been used to
violate the blockade.

I arrivecl at the month of the river at 12 o'clock m., and found but 8
feet over the bar at high water. ~ot deeming it advisable to proceed.
any farther with the vessel, came to an anchor and sent an armed
launch, with howitzer and thirteen men, under the charge of Acting
Ensign G. E. McConnell and Ambrose Bentley, third aKsistant engineer.

I learned from people on shore tlJat the river extended 17 miles
inland, and believing that it would not be safe to send such a small
force so far, I dispatched the cutter under the charge of MaKter's Mate
J. H. Butler, with five men, with orders to overtake the lI~uDch, make
a short recoDlloissance, and return to the vessels.

During the absence of the boats, pickets could be seell plainly on a
llill 1~ miles distant. The boats returned at sundown, bringing with .
them a small sloop and a canoe that had been nsed to carry goods from
Maryland to Virginia.

'fhe expedition went up the river about 5 miles, destroying two
schooners that could not be gotten out. They also met a small cavalry
force, but after firing- a slJrapnel at them, dispersed and ran. Land·
ing they fonud the place to be a picket station, an account of which
you will find in the accompanying report of Acting Ensign G. E.
McConnell, also of articles taken, etc.

1 learned that there are other schooners np the river, and would
respectfully ask for a larger force that I may be able to go to the head
of the river.

Boping you will grant my request, I have the honor to be, your
obedient servant,

W. T. S1'REET,
Acting Jlaster, Oommanding.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Navy Yard and Potomac Flotilla.

[Subenclo8ure.]

U. S. S. JACOB BELL, November 4,1862.
SIR: In obedience to your orders I proceeded to-day up the Nomini

Creek with a launch and crew of thirteen men. About 5 miles up we
discovered a. large !'lchooner hidden in a very small bay, so that nothing
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but ber topmasts showed. Not being aole to get her out I set fire to
her. She was called the Robert Wilbur. I also found a slllall schooner
partly hauled up on the beach, opposite a small brick church. We fired
ber, thinking she might possibly be used by the reoels. I could not find
any llame on her. While we were firing this vessel a party of men
appeared 011 a bluff near us. I fired a l~-second shrapnel from the
howitzer, which dispersed them. We then landed at the church and
saw three cavalry soldiers monnt and run. :Not being able to overtake
them they escaped.

On entering the building I found it had been used as a picket station,
and captured in it the following articles, viz: One cavalry sword, 1 cav
alry rifle, 1 cavalry bridle, 1 set of spurs,l doul>le-barrel shotgun fixed
for cavalry service.

In the yard was a large, heavy wagon which had beeu usod to trans·
port a cutter from Fredericksburg to the creek. From information
received I think the boat is the one captured sOllie time since by the
T. A. Ward. We cut all the spokes of the wheels and set fire to the
carriage. It had the following paillted on the carriage, viz: "U. S.
III, Stevenson, builder, N. Y."

It now being 'Very near sundown I deemed it inadvisable to proceed any
farther up the creek, as I had good reasons to believe there was a force
of the enemy near by. I accordingly 8tood down and captured a sloop
and large canoe, with oarlocks muffled, which were hidden in the
bushes: When about 4 miles down I noticed that some three or four
men were following, but did not molest, as they also took good care to
keep out of our ran~e.

Acting Master's Mate J. H. Butler, with a boat's eI'ew of five men,
joined me when about halfway up and assisted in destroying the vessels
named.

Acting Third Engineer Ambrose Bentley accompanied me ill the
lannch according to your orders.

Hoping I fulfilled my instructions to your satisfaction, I am, very
respectfully, your obedient servant,

Acting Master W. T. STREET,
Commanding Jacob Bell.

Qrder of the Secretary of the Navy to Oom1uodore Har1rood, U. 8. Navy.
com11l,anding Potomac Flotilla, to assume responsibil-ity jor the Depart,
tnent in deciding individual cases oj' breach oj' blockade.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 6,1862.
SIR: Your letter concerning Mr. Quesenbury has been received. It

has been the intention of the Departmeut to leave the whole matter of
communicating with tbe Virginia shore on the Potomac to the comman
der of the flotilla, as being better advised of its effect upon the police
arrangements that have been or may be established than the Depart
ment can possibly be.

You are authorized to aflord protection and a8sistance to loyal citi
zens when you shall judge it expedient and it can be done without det
riment to the public service.

You will investigate individual cases and act according to your best
judgment, making propel' discriminations.
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Under this rule, the case of Mr. Quesenbury is respectfully referred
to you.

T am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON \VELLKS,

Seoretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla,.

List of stations in tile Potmnac Ri,·er.
GENERAL ORDERS, No.9.] NOVEMBER 6,1862.

The following are to be known as stations on the Potomac River, alpha
betically arranged, and tH be occupied by at least one vessel conHtantly,
and 1I0t to be wit.hdrawn: save by the commanding officer of division,
and for a specific purpose, which purpose is to be reported to the com·
mander in chief at the earliest opportunity for approval:

Li.t of ,Ialion,.

Station A.-Alexandria to Indian Head.
Station B.-Indian Head to Liverpool Point.
Station C.-Liverpool Point to Pope's Creek, Md.
Station D.-Pope's Creek, Md., to Wicomico HiveI'.
Station E.-Wicomico River to Breton's Bay.
Station F.-Breton's Bay to St. George's Island.
Station G.-St. George's Island to Smith's Point light·ship. '
Station H.-Smith's Point, Va" to Piankatank River, includin~ Rap-

pahannock HiveI'.
The names of vessels in their respective stations to be furnished to

the adjutant of the flotilla.
In future, officers capturing prizes or prize goods will proceed to the

navy yard with the said prizes and report themselves to the commander
in chief and ready to make an affidavit as to the facts concerning the
capture to the district attorne~', according to law.

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commod.ore Harwood, U. S. Navy, oommanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting oertijica,tes of captures made by U. S. S. Teaser.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
1Vaslli1lgton, Nove'mber 8, 1862.

SIR: I herewith enclose certificates of captures made by the U. S. S.
Teaser, of the Potomac Flotilla, on the 6th and 7th instant.

The prisoners lIamed in the certificates have been placed in the cus
tody of the prov(lst-marshal.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient serva.nt,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Cmnmanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOll. GIDEON ·WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy ])epartment.
[Eflc!oeure.,]

POlomac Flotilla.-Ce1·t(!icate of capture.

Name and character ofprize.-Sloop; no name.
By whom and by 1{'hatl'essel oapture made.-Philip Sherida.n, com

manding officer U. S. S. Teaser.
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When capture made.-November 6,1862.
Where andfor what reasons.-Chesapeake Bay; violating blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papersfound.-None.
Remarks.-Persons: Joseph Staches, e351, unconverted notes; Wil

liam Lilonthorn, e27, unconverted notes.
NOVEMBER 6, 1862.

I hereby certify that the above-mentioned sloop was captured by the
undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Teasl,'T, of the PotomlW FlotiIJa,
at the time and place above tlesignated, and that the above and anuexed
statement is true in every particular.

PHILIP l:;HBRIDAN.

Po/<>mao Flotilla.-Certijicate of Nlptur•.

Name and character of prize.-Sloop Grapeshot.
By wlwm and by 1Chat vessel capture made.-Philip Sheridan, com-

manding officer U. S. S. Teaser.
When capture made.-November 6,1862.
Where and for what reasons.-Chesapeake Bay; violating blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-None.
Remarks.-Persons: William Wessells, Virginia, e10 ~old; Angelo

Tayloe, Virginia, '20 (tl0 converted, $10 unconverted); George T.
Bonille.

N OVE1tlBER 6, 1862.
I hereby certify that the aoove-mentioned sloop was captured by the

undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Teaser, of the Potomac Flotilla,
at the time and place designated, and that the above and annexed state
ment is true in every particular.

PHILIP SHERIDAN.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. 8. NalJy,commanding Potomac Flotilla,
tran81nitting certificates of captures made by U. 8. steamers 8atell-ite,
TeaJler, and Thomas Freeborn.

NAVY YARD, COMMANDANT'S OFI<'ICE,
Washinfjtun, November 8, 18(j2.

SIR: The enclosed certificates of captures of merchandise aud pris
oners taken will inform the Department of operations of a portion of
the Potomac Flotilla.

The prizes and goods are dnly reported to the district attorney, and
the prisoners, together with the information relating to their arrest, to
the military authorities.

I also forward copies of the reports- of Acting Master Charles H.
Brown, oommanding the U. S. S. Creur de Lion, and Acting Master's
Mate G. E. McOonnell, of the G. S. S. Jacob Bell, to Lieutenant COIll
mander McCrea, giving accounts of operations 011 the lower Potomac.

Lieutenant-Oommander McCrea's lett~r t to me (a copy of which is
11.180 enclosed) contains a recommendation of au increase of the flotilla,
to which I would respectfully call tlle attention of the Department.

• Bee pp. 147, 148. t See p. 146.
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The vesBals now at my disposal are rather few, considering the natnre
and extent of the field of operations, the pertinacity of the enemy in
his attempts to obtain men and supplies, and the necessity of protect
ing by a moving force our vessels of commerce, which are obliged to
anchor at times in I)laces exposed to attack.

Add to this that several of the most effective vessels nnder my com·
mand require repairs at a time when the dock at the yard is ill coustant
requisition and the calls for convoy and the forwarding of stores and
dispatches.

A few more small vesBals of light draft, commanded by young officers
of good habits, will greatly contribute to the efficiency of the blockade.

I would also ask the Department to permit me to appoint another
clerk, to enable me to keep up my correspondence. Acting Master
Henry .J. Rogers has been doing dnty as secretary of the flotilla., to
which he gives his whole attention, but I have fnll employment for
another clerk, if ·the Department will sanction the appointment.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac FlotiUa.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Nat'y Department.

[EDC!OSUte8.]

Potomac Flotilla.-Certijlcate of capt/t.re.

Name and character ofprize.-One yawl boat, laden with goods, and
three men, giving their names aM William Bagby, of King and Queen
County, Va'i James J. Leatch, of Hanover County, Va.; free negro,
James R. AShton, Westmoreland County, Va.

By whom and by what vessel capture made.-Volunteer Lieutenant P.
Hays, steamer Satellite.

When capture made.-November 2,1862,8 p. m.
Where and for what reasons.-Neal's Creek [SoundJ; fonnd with goods

for Virginia.
Th~ cargo, if any on board.-One barrel of whisky, 1 barrel sugart 4

sacks salt, 1 keg carbonate soda, 1 box shoes; 1 box shoes, dry gOO<1S,
crockery, etc.; 1 bag containing 7 hats, 1 piece gingham, 2 pieces
calico, 2 pounds cofi(~e, 6 pounds soap, remnant of cloth, 1 bag con
taining 7 pair shoes, 1 bag skeleton skirts, 1 bag shot, 5 tin pans, 1
box soap, 1 box candles, 11 corn broollls, 2 ponnds powder, 1 jug
molasses, 1 keg nails.

What papers /ouOO.-One memorandum book, invoices, receipts, etc.,
forwarded.

Rema.rks.-Eleven corn brooms, 2 pounds powder, 1 jug molasses,
kept for ship's use. The goods were taken in the boat; the prisoners
were found in the woods guarding the boat; the captain of the boat
made his escape. The prisoners state that they left Virginia for Mary
land Thursday night, October 30.

SUNDAY P. M."November 2, 1862.

I hereby certify that the above-mentioned boat, pri~oners, and goods
were captured by the undersigned, commanding U. S. S. Satellite, of
the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that
the above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

PE1'ER HAYS,
Acti'ng Volunteer Lieutenant, COfltmanding Satellite.
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Potomao Flotilla.-Cll7'tVioate of CGpture.

Name and character of prize.-One canoe; destroyed.
By whom and by what vessel capture mad~.-Philip Sheridan, com·

manding officer U. S. S. Teaser.
When capture made.-November 2,1862.
Where and for what reasons.-Rappahannock; violation of blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-[Noue.]
lVhatpapersfound.-No papers fonnd.
Remarks.-Audrew J. Davis, Richard S. Risby, John W. Camey,

prisoners. The articles captured were trifling in amount, and were, uy
tiJe llllvice of Acting Master C. H. Brown, of the U. S. S. Creur de Lion,
turned over to the families on Gwynn's Is]and, Piankatank River.

\

NOVEMBER 6, 1862. \
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned canoe wa{l captured by the

undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Teaser, of the Potomac F]otilla,
at the time and place above designated, and that the above and annexed
statement is true in every particular.

PHILIP SHERIDAN.

Potomac FloUlla.-Certifioate of capture.

Name and character of prize.-One scow, no name; destroyed, being
of no value.

By whom and by what vessel capture made.-U. S. S. Freeborn.
When capture made.-November 3, 1862.
IVhere and for what reasons.-Found crossin~ the river from Virginia

to 1tlaryland.
T1&~ cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-N8ne.
Remarks.-The following is the list of men, viz: Simon Hin]y and

J. L. Engel. These men were found in the river opposite Indian Head,
supposed to be going into Maryland for the purpose of buying goods
to run the blockade.

NOVEMBER 3, 1862.
I hereby certify that the above·mentioned persons were captured by

the nndersigned, commanding U. S. S. Freeborn, of the Potomac F]o
tilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the above and
annexed statem~nt is true in every particular.

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lie'Ut~nant·Commander,U. S. Na'vy.

Report ofCommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting certificate of capture.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD, November 10,1862.
SIR: I enclose the certificate of capture of the s]oop Capitola, by

boats of the Ruolute, First Division Potomac F]otilla.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWUOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Bon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Na'l'y Department.
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[ EnclOllure.j

Potomac Flotilla.-Certijicate of capture.

Na1M and character ofprize.-Sloop Oapitola.
By whom and by what vessel capture made.-J. H. Gordon, master's

mate, U. S. S. Resulute.
When capture made.-November 8,1862.
Where and for what reasons.-Glymont, Md.
The cargo, if any on board.-N0 cargo.
What papersfound.-No papers.
Remarks.-There was op.e man on the sloop at the time of captnre.

He stated to the officer tbat be was tbere for the purpose of carrying
passengers and goods to Virginia, and if he. (the officer) would go with
him he would show bim where the goods were concealed. After getting
ill the woods he made good his e8cape from the officer.

NOVEMBER 8, 1862.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned sloop Oapitola was cap

tured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Resolute, of the
Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

JAMES O. TOLE.

Instructions from Oommodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Poto
mac Flotilla, to Lieutenant-Oommander Magato, U. 8. Navy, command
ing First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding his command.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, November 13,1862.
SIR: I must draw your attention to the ~~neral orders issued by me,

which I wish you to see rigidly enforced by all the officers of the divi
sion under your command.

With this view you will visit each vessel of your division at periods
not exceeding a montb, inspect their general condition, and see tbat the
circulars and general order8 are obeyed implicitly.

I wish you to see that the vessels are properly provided with signals
and signal books; also that they have tbe steam alphabet and are exer
cised in using it.

I Hhall endeavor to have the vessels of your command put in good
repair with all possible dispatcb. M'eallwbile it is very desirable that
all trading vessels should be watched in case they should be becalmed
or drifted near the Virginia shore and require protection. Keep the
steamers moving, e8pecially in the vicinity of pointH from which attack
may be expected.

Attentiou must be paid to the general order respecting coal.
You will enquire into the neglect of the commanding officers of the

Teaser and Eureka in this particular.
It will be impossible to keep the account of the coal wharves unless

the general order is attended to.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Lieutenant·Commander SAML. MAGAW,
Oommanding First Division Potomac FlotiUa.
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Rqort oj Commodore Harlcood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding arrested violators oj blockade.

COMMA.NDA.NT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD, November 13, 1862.
SIR: I have to inform you that the following-named prisouers, Wil

liam M. Becket, R. Haxter, M. Girsh, A. P. Robinson, John Bellsoll,
Edward Wilson, arrested in the attempt to cross from Virginia to
Maryland by the boats of the Potomac Flotilla, were yesterday com
mitted to the custody of the provost·marshal. Among them was the
discharged rebel soldier named William M. Becket, and a man by the
name of Wilson, who is reported to me as having crossed from Mary
land to Virginia two weeks ago. These men had among them money
to the amount .3,000, which is in my possession.

I have the hOllor to be, with great respect, etc.,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

.Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOIl. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Commodore HARWOOD,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

Immediate.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 14, 1862.
Place a steamer at the disposal of Captain Ulric Dahlgren, of Gen

eral Sigel's statl·, who will be found at Alexandria. The steamer must
be able to carry some cavalry down the river. Answer.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

[Telelrl'&lD.]

Commodore HARWOOD,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 14,1862.
Have a couplA of gunboats with a competent officer to layoff Aquia

Creek to protect the landiug there. Let thel~l be there to-day.
GIDEON WELLES.]~

Secretary .1Vavy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, NO'Dember 14,1862.
The Leslie is returning. I shall send her down immediately to send

gunboats to Aquia Creek. Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, who is
bere, will be sent in her with instructions.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore.

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander McOrea, U. S. Navy, commanding Sec
ond Di,'ision Potomac Flotilla, regarding capture of sloop G. W. Green
by U. S. schooner T. A. Ward. .

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Potomac FlotiUa, November 17, 1862.

SIR: I have the honor to report the capture of a sloop and seine boat,
laden with guns for Virginia, and six prisoners, in St. Jerome's Creek,
Maryland, by boats sent from the schooner T. A. Ward, of this division;
some of the prisoners are supposed to be rebel officers.

The captain of the sloop Hays he was allowed to pass by the guard
ship. at Baltimllre, saying small craft did not need a pass. I do not
vouch for the truth of the statement.

To establish an effective blockade, we need many more vessels and
the cooperation of the eustom-houses and a military foree on shore.

I wonld add t,hat a mail for Richmond was found in the seine boat,
whicll I forward. The naIDes of the prisoners you will find upon the
certificate of capture. ,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Oommander and Adjutant.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Lett.er from Acting Jlaster Rogers, U. S. Navy, to prot'ost-marskalrgen
craZ of Maryland, regarding captured sloop G. W. Green.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, December 5,1862.
SIR: In reply to your letter of the 4th instant, I have to say that the

sloop captured on the 16th ultimo by the Potomac Flotilla at St. Je
rome's Creek, Maryland, for violating' the blockade is named the G. W.
Green, and that a person named H. B. Hodges was on board at the
time of capture.

A lookout will be kept for the Reindeer, in accordance with your sug
gestion.

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. ROGERS,

Acting .Master and Secretary of Potomac Flotilla.
Provost-Marsllal·General J. L. MOPHAIL,

Baltimore, Md.

Order of tlic Secretary of the NatlY to Oommodore Harwood, U. S. NafJY,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, for the protection of army property near
the mouth of tlte Rappahannock River.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 17,1862.
SIR: The Quartermaster-General of the Army states that he has

information that there is a considerable amonnt of Government prop
erty, principally wagons, in sunken barges lying along the shore near
the 1II0uth of the Happahannock, which might be recovered, and asks
that a naval vessel may be directed tQ guard this property until a
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steamer can be sent to recover it. You will, therefore, please give snch
orders as will accomplish the desired end.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commandant Potomac Flotilla, etc., Wtuhington, D. C.

Report of ..Acting J[aster Provost, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8• ..Ana-
. oostia, regarding captures by that vessel.

U. S. S. ANACOSTIA,
Piney Point, Potomac River, November 17,1862.

SIR: In conformity with your suggestion, I ordered a boat expedition
to St. George's Island, of which the enclosed certificate- of capture i8
the result. One of the prisoners, George Williams, was formerly pilot
of this vessel, and who was diseharged for cowardice at Fredericksburg,
Rappahannock River, at the time of its evacuation..

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
NELSON PROVOST,

..Acting Mtuter, Commanding..
Lientenant-Commander E. P. MCCREA,

..Adjutant Potomao Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, regarding precautions against designs of the enemy upon U. S.
T'esBels in waters of Virginia.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Wtuhington, November 18, 1862.

SIR: Your lettert of yesterday, transmitting information from Cap
tain Caae of the designs of the enemy to snrprise some of our steamers
in the waters of Virginia was immediately forwarded to the officers
commanding divisions of the Potomac Flotilla, in order that no pre
caution may be neglected a,gainst such attempts.

Owing to the habits and imperfect military training of the majority
of the subordinate volunteer officers, which renders them less vigilant
after the fatigues of extra duty than if they had been brought up in
the Navy, a successful attack on the smaller vessels of the flotilla
might be expected, and has been anticipated by furnishing those
stationed on the lower Potomac with boarding nettings, and potting
commanding officers on their guard.

More master's mates of good habits are much wanted. Those who
do conduct themselves with propriety are, in some of the vessels, over
worked between the dutr on board and that of rowing guard at night.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy•

• Not found. tSee p. 140.
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander McOrea, U. S. Navy, oommandi,,!/
Second Division Potomac Flotilla, of trunks found in Herring Cruk.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Potomac 'Flotilla, November 18, 18(i2.

SIR: I have the honor to report that one trullk partially fllled with
pipes and pins, and one partially filled with felt hats, also 1,000 pair of .
wool combs, were picked up floating oft' Herring Creek. I respectfully
suggest, as they do not come under the prize law, not having been
captured, that they may be sold at private anction for the benefit of
the flotilla.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Commander and Adjutant.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, etc., Washington Navy Yard.

Report of Lieute1llant-Commander McCrea, U. S. Navy, commanding
Second Division Potomac Flotilla, of capture mad~ by U. S. S. Creur
de Lion.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL, POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Off BlakistoM Island, November 18,1862.

SIR: I ha.ve the honor to report the capture last night by the guard
boat from the Oreur de .Lion of six white prisoners (male),crossingfrom
Virginia. to Maryland, having upon their persons about '21,000. I
forward all this day.

Names given by prisoners: Louis A. McLean, E. V. Stuart, William
T. Littlepage, Hugh Rice, J. Wilsoll Hodges, A. B. Jones, J. S. Wallace.
Two colored men, boatmen.

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
E. P. MOCREA,

Lieutena.nt-Com7llander, Second Division Potomac Flotilla.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
E. V. Stnart, North Carolina State bonds_ .......•...•.....••........ _...••. $9,000
William T. Littlepage, Virginia State bonds, $1,000, $6,000, $500••••••• __ •• _ 7,600
Hnp;h Rice, not described ••...•••. _....•.• __ .. __ . __ .. __ _. ___ 6,481
J. Wilson Hodges, in specie ...............•................... _. _.. . .. . 1,228
A..B. Jones, Virginia State bonds _.. l,()()()

25,209

Report of Oaptain Dungan, U. S. ReventUJ MariM, commaftding U. S.
revenue steamer Hercul£s, in response to request from the Secretary of
the Treasury for information regarding shots fired by that vessel over
the totcn of Urbana, Va., November 18, 1862.

U. S. REVENUE STEAMER HERCULES,
Baltimore, Jfd., December 29,1862.

SIR: I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of
December 16,1862, asking the particulars of the occasion when we
threw three shot over the town of Urbana on the H.appahannock River.
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At 10 a. m., November 18, on my way up the Rappahannock I com
muniested with the mortar boat No. 12, and rpceived information of a
!'mall battery being near the town of Urbana. Also a reqnest from the
captain of the mortar boat that I would ascertain the trnth of the
report. At 3: 15 p. m. the same day I called all hands to qnarters and
stopped the steamer a half mile 001f the. town of Urbana. We fired one
shot over the place, which fell in the woods at least 1 mile beyond the
town. We expended the other two shots at flo hlnfl' point which made
well out into the river, for the purpose of trying tIle range of the gun.
Finding no battery I proceeded toward the mouth of tIle river. My
object in carrying out the request of Captain lBenj. C.] Dean, of the
mortar boat No. 12, the commanding officer of the station, was solely
for the protection of the Government transport, which shortly after
was ordered up the Rappahannock.

The only steamer which Captain Dean had at that time under his
command had gone to the Potomac for coal.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. M. DUNGAN,

Oaptain, r. 8. RcventuJ Marine.
Hon. ~. P. CHABE,

Secretary of the Treasury, Washington Oity, D. O.

Report of Oommodore Harlf'Ood, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting report of Acting Mastcr Dean, U. S. Nary, com
manding U. 8. schooner Dan Smith, regarding shots fired over the town
of Urbana, Va., by U. S. revenue steamer Hercules.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, January 14,1863.

SIR: Referring to the letter of Captain T. M. Dungan, of the U. S.
Revenue Sel'vi<'e, to the honorable the Secretary of tIle Treasury, dated
December 29, a copy of which was forwarded to me by the Depart
ment, I beg leave toO report that Lieutenant·Commander McCrea was
instructed to show Captain Dungan's letter to Acting Master Dean,
commanding the U. S. schooner Dan Smith.

Acting Master Dean's reply is herewith enclosed, by which the Depart
ment will perceive that the accounts of Captain Dungan and Acting
)faster Dean do not agree; that Captain Dungan brought a person by
the name of Billups from Baltimore to ll.ssist him in bringing away his
family from Virginia; that he (Captain Dungan) communicated his
purpose to Acting Master Dean, who made no objection, though, if he
had performed his dnty, he would have allowed no communication with
the Virginia shore without consuUing me, or at least referring tbe case
to the commander of the division to which he belonged.

Mr. Dean's error in tbe point just adverted to proceeded, I believe,
from inexperience and not from intention; he did not, however, accord·
ing to his own account, authorize the firing on Urbana by the revenue
cutter.

Other complaints have reached me of the interference of the revenue
cutters in the limits of my command.

I have replied to such reports that some particular act must be
alleged in order toO draw official attention to the subject. I tbink, how
ever, it would be useful thllt the naval officer8 should be made aware
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of the duties to which officers of the revenue service are limited, in
order tllat there may be no unnecessary and unpleasant collision.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD.

Commodore, ()ommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, .

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

[Encl08ure.]

U. S. SCHOONER DAN SMITH,
Station G, St. Jlary's Rivcr [.lId.], January 8,1863.

SIR: I would most respectfully state, in regard to the U. S. revenue
steamer Hercules, Captain Dungan came on board my vessel at Windmill
Point, 1{appahannock Uiver, and brougllt a young man by the nameof
B. F. Billups, from Baltimore, desiring me to take him on board Illy
vessel, stating be wished to assist the gentleman in getting his wife and
child from Virginia, as lie resided in Baltimore, and wllilst on board Illy
vessel he stated he wished me to take the gentleman on board my ves
sel. I told him I would do 80, He then asked me to go on board his
vessel, as Mr. Billups wanted to get his carpetbllg, and whilst on board
his vessel he asked me if there was allY watering place handy to get
water. I stated that I had just been up around the point and filled my
water casks. And whilst on board his vessel he asked me if I had any
objection to his going up the river; and supposing he only intended to
go as far as Mosquito Point [Va.], I answered him no, but at the same
time told him that he bad better be careful as I had heard that there
was a battery at Urbana, nevel' supposing for a moment that be iutended
firing a shot or resorti ng to any unlawful act ofviolence. About 7 o'clock
in the evening lie came back, and two of his officers came on board and
informed me that he had fired three shot into Urbana. I was astonished.
The officers also told me that they tried to persuade [dissuadeJ him
from firing at the time and that they told him he was doing wrong.

The above are the facts as nearly as I can remember without the
dates.

Sir, I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BENJ. C. DEAN,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commander B. P. McCREA,

Lieuumant-CotulIIauder, and Adjutant Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. N wry, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, forwarding report of operations of the Second Division of 'tis
command.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, No"ember 21, 1862.

SIR: Lieutenant-Commander E. P. McCrea has forwarded reports of
the following operations of the Second Division of the Potomac
Flotilla:

First. The seizure by Acting Master Babcock, of the U. S. schooner
T. A. Ward, of a seine boat and a sloop in St. .J erome's Creek, Maryland,
wi'th contraband merchandise and Mix prisoners, engaged in violating
the blockade. .
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Their names and the list of goods, with other particulars, are con
tained in the enclosed certificate of capture.

Second. The arrest of John H. Robrecht, Vincent Crab, Enery Had
ley, and George Williams, and seizure of two canoes and 1\ quantity of
contraband goods at St. George's Island, by Acting Master's 1\'late G.
P. St. John iu the second cutter of the Anacostia.

Williams has been recognized on board the Anacostia and by Mr.
Robert Walter, master pilot of this yard, as a pilot recently in the serv
ice of the United States, who was discharged for cowardice at Fred
ericksburg, at the time of its evacuation. He endeavored to mislead
the party in their search for Robrecht, and when arrested himself used
the most abnsive and disloyal langnage. Robrecht is reported by
Lieutenant-Commander McCrea as having been engaged largely for
wrne time sending goods to Virginia.

Third. The arrest by the guard boat of the Omu,. de Lion, of six
white and two colored men crossing from Virginia to Maryland. They
had upward of .25,000 with thelU.1 as will be seen by the enclosed
copy of Lieutenant-Commander Mcurea's report.-

The prisoners have been placed in cnstody of the provost-marshal,
and the money, as in other similar cases, in hands of the district
attorney.

I enclose Lientenant-Commander McOrea's report, t in relation to the
capture by boats of the T. A. Ward, already mentioned, as it confirms
the opinion, before expressed to the Department, that more vessels are
required to create an effective blockade.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

Potomao FlotUla.-Certiflcatll of OIIpt"rll.

Name and charaeter of prize.-Seine boat; no name. Sloop G. W.
Green. Prisoners: R. W. Browning, Uichmond, Va.; William Willis,
Baltimore, Md.; Hugh Spencer, Maryland; Oaptain L. Jones, Baltimore,
Md.; H. B. Hodges, Baltimore, Md.; Joseph Daiger, Baltimore, Md.

By wlwm and by what veuel captures made.-Acting Master W. L.
Babcock, U. S. schooner T. A. Ward.

When captttres made.-November 16,1862.
Where and for what reasons.-St. Jerome's Creek, Md.; attempting to

violate blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-Eighteen boxes, 5 packages, 1 trunk, 6

valises, 2 boxes shoes, 4 cans castor oil, 9 cases shoes, 3 cases boots, 3
cases hats.

Remarks.-Having received information from the provost guard of
St. Mary's Oounty, Md., that the within-mentioned prisoners and prizes
were in St. Jerome's Creek waiting for a favorable opportunity to cross
to the Virginia shore, I proceeded to the creek and captured them.
Seine boats destroyed as useless. Sloop detained for ship's use.

-See p. 158.

N W R-VOL 5--11
tSee p. 156.
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U. S. SCHOONER T. A. WARD, November 16,1862.
I hereby certify that the abOye-melltioue<l prisoners and prizes were

captured by the unrlersiglled, commanding the U. S. schooner T. A.
Ward, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time aud place above desiguated,
and that the above aud annexed statement is true in every particular.

W. L. BABCOCK,
Acting Master.

Report nf Lieutenant-Oommander Maga1l', U. S. Navy, commanding First
Division Potomac Fwtilla, regarding prisoners.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Off Aquia Oreek, November 21,1862.

Sm: In obedience to your orders of the 14th instant, I have arrestt>d
Cnrtis Grimes sud Penny Grimes, of King George County, Va. I send
them on the SntelUte, together with some other prisoners arrested for
violating the blockad('.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
l::;AMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Oommnnder, etc.
Commodore ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

(Jumdg. Potomac Flotilla and Navy :rard, Washington, D. O.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommodore Har1('IQod, U. 8. ll,~aV!I,

commanding Potomac Flotilla, transmitting correspondence "cgarding
coopera,tion for opening communication with the Army at Fredericks
burg, Yn.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 21,1862.
SIR: The enclosed letters from Major-Genera,} Halleck and Quarter

master-General Meigs are referred to you for action. The seizure of
boats requested ill General MeigH's letter can be made, turning them
over to the qnartermaster at Aquia Oreek and taking his receipt
therefor.

You are also authorized to move a sufficient force of gunboats up the
Rappahannock to open communications with the military force in the
nei~hl>orhoodof Fredericksburg.

Send a prndeut officer in command.
Very respectfully,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secreta,ry of the Navy.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
(Jollltllanda,nt Navy Yard, Wa.shington.

[Enolosures,l

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, November 21,1862.

SIR: Your note of this morning is received. If it is desirable that
the Happahannock should be opened as early as possible for quarter
master vessels for the supply of the Army at Fredericksburg, I will
notify you as soon as the hei~bts below that town are occupied by our
forces. I return General Meigs's letter herewith.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HALLECK,

General in Ohi('!-



OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK, 163

[Subenc!oaU1'il.]

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S Ol<'FICE,
Washington City, November 21, 1HfJ2.

DEAR SIR: There are a large number of fiRhillg boats on the various
lalldings on Ute Potomac. Rowboats of light draft aud great breadth
and Imruen, used for carryillg heavy seines.

These I believe were generally seized by the Navy. If they are now
in possession of the Government, they will be very useful at Belle
Plain and Aquia Vreek, where the attempt is being made to land the
stores for a large army on a beach without docks.

Can they be sent to that place'
Please advise me as soon as the Rappahannock is so occupied by the

gunboats as to make it safe to send vessels loaded with stores direct
to Fredericksburg.

I doubt the possibility offeeding the Army aud its forage with this
weather, by landing on the shoal beaches of Aquia Vreek and Belle
Plain.

I am, respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
.M. V. MEIGS,

·(iuartennllster-Oeneral.
Hon. G. Y. Fox,

Assi.stant Secretary 0/ the .Navy.

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Wa.shi·ngton City, November 21,1862.

SIR: Herewith, please find enclosed a copy of a telegraphic dispatch
of this date fi'om Volonel Hufus Ingalls, chief quartermaster Army of
thePotomac, at Falmouth, Va., to the Quartermaster.General, conveyillg
General Burnside's wishes that some light·draft vessels lie held in
readiness, laden with supplies, at the mont.h of the l{appahannock, to
be towed.up when i:equired by or uuder convoy of gunboats.

Colonel Uncker, chief quarter[masterl at this post, bas lJeen ordered
to arrange his transportation accordingfy.

Please consider this in connection with my letter to Jon of tlIis
morning.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. 1\1. C. MEIGS,

Quartermaster- General.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary 0/ the Navy.

[Snbenc!oaurtl.-Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF POTOllUC,
Camp near Palmouth, Ya., Novl'muer 21,1862.

(Heceived 10:10 a. m.)
General Burnside thinks tlIat some light-draft vessels should be

laden with supplies and held in readiness at the mouth of the l~appa.

hannock to be towed up when required by or under convoy of gun
boats. The roads are already very bad. 'rhe pontoons for the bridges
over this river should be towed up by gunboats to expedite matters.
The depots at Aquia Vreek and Belle Plain are working efficiently.



Commodore A. A. HARWOOD
Commandant ){avy Yard, Washington.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
&cretary o/the Navy.
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All horses sent hereafter should come direct to Aquia. Please send as
many horses and mules as possible within the limits 8tated in my letter.

RUFlTS INGALLS,
Lieutenant-Oolonel, A. D.O., Ohiej Quartermaster.

General 1\1. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster- General.

[Telegram.!

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON,
November 22, 1862-10: 20 a. ,no

(Received 10:21 a. m.)
Can you give me an idea of the force required to convoy the army

vessels ill the Rappahannock'
I am very hard up for the proper craft for the blockade now. Ourri

tuck is in repair lying at the yard for want of engineers, two of hers
having deserted.

Please answer.
A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

ASs1,stant Secretary oj the Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 22,1862.
I suppose the only thing to be feareu is the riflemen on the heij:(hts

just below Fredericksburg, and before those are passed the Army must
clear them.

G. V. Fox.
Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant Navy .Yard, Washington.

[Telejtl'alll.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 23,1862.
Have the boats left for the Rappahannock' If not, dispatch them

at the earlie8t moment.
GIDEON WELLES

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAO,
November 22, 1862-9 p. m.

(Received at Washington 9: 15 p. U1.~

Will it be possible for you to send two or three gunboats up the
Rappahannock River to cooperate with this army'

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General, Comma,uling.
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l Tll1egram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, NOfJember 23,1862.
A force of gunboats was ordered yesterday to ascend the Rappahan

nock and open communication with your army. I suggest that you
send 1\ force to clear the high banb of the river below Fredericksburg
of the enemy's sharpshooters.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary (If the Nat'y.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Headquarters Army oJ tlte Potomac.

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON,
NOfJember 23,1862-11:45 a. m.

(Received 12 In.)
Orders with instructions were sent Lieutenant-Commander McCrea

yesterday afternoon by the Baltimore, and most likely have reached
him by this. The Ourrituck left this morning but has returned disabled.
I 8hall dispatch the Leslie at ouce, with orders for the Anacostia to take
ber place.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

Hon. SECRETARY NAVY.

Report of Acting Master Dockray, U. 8. NafJ'Y, commanding U. 8. 8.
Relia'!lCe, regarding tIle cha8e of suspicious longboat.

U. S. S. RELIANCE,
• Off Alexandria, NOfJember 23,1862.

SIR: Your instructions by Acting Master's Mate Walters have been _
received and will be strenuously observed. Tbe reason of my sending
the two schooners to the yard was on account of your verbal orders to
me not to let too large quantities of goods pass.

I very much need a field howitzer for the afterpart of this vessel, for,
when heading to the ebb or flood ti.de, it is impossible to bring a vessel
to with the bow gun, owing to the manner in which it is pivoted.

My boat that returned from the yard this morning is now rowing in
chaseofa longboat that stood uuder the Maryland shore. Was hailed
three times and had three shot fired at her with a rifle, to neither of
which they paid any attention. 1 have ordered the boat to bring her
back if they were obliged to follow her to the mouth of the river.

A boat for this vessel is being finished at the yard. Will you please
tHrect to have her furnished with mast and sail, yoke and tiller, as also
every complete appurtenance'

With such a leading breeze and tide a rowboat has hard work.· If
our boat is successful in catching this rUll of the guard, I shall send
Rarne to the yard for condemnation.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. DOOKRAY,

Oommanding Guard Vessel, off Awandria.

Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Commanding PotOlllQ.c Ffotifh.t, Washington Navy Yard, D. O.
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R8port of Acting MaJlter .Dockray, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Reliance, of the capture of longboat New Moon.

U. S. S. RELIANOE, GUARD VESSEL,
Off Alexandria, November 24, 1862.

Sm: My boat and men returned this morning, bringing- with them
the long-boat New Moon, which ran by us yesterday p. m., being hailed
three times, and having three rifle shots fired at her, each one of which
stmek within a few feet of her. I got a schooner bound down to take
onr hoat in tow, and they succeeded in getting ahead of the longboat
at Washington Reach. 8he was there llailed by them a.nd ordered to
beave to, but refused, when a rifle shot across her was fired from the
boat. They fina.lly succeeded ill getting her. MI'. Oole, first-class fire
man, had charge of my boat, and bas done himself a great deal of
credit for the promptness and energy displayed in carrying out my
orders. He, with the boat's crew accompanying the longboat, goes to
the yard for examination by you, and from whom yon will learn all the
facts.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. P. DOCKRAY,

Acting MaJltcr, Oommanding.
Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potoma.c Flotilla, WaJllIington Nat·y Yard.

P. S.-There is a man on hoard the NOlO Jlfoon under very suspicioils
circumstances. His name, I think, is Trask, judging from an old pa~s

in Ids possession. I send all the papers fmllld with this.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. P. DOCKRAY,
Acting MaJlter, tJ... ';'lfing U. S. S. Reliance.

Letfel' from Oommodore Harwood, u: S. Na1'Y, comnumding Potomac
Flotilht, to the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, regarding CQopera,tiOlt
10ith the army at Predericksburg, Va.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, NOl'embe1' 24,1862.

DEAR SIR: By the Leslie I learn illat the Anacostia had gone for the
Happahannock before Illy last order reached McCrea.

lh're al'e his dispatches to me:

7p. m.

SUNDAY, 6: 15 p. m.
Sir: The gnnhoats wi111eavo immediately.

I hope to he in Fre<lerickshnrg 011 Tuetlday mornin!\,.
In haste, E. P. MCCREA.

I am afraid that not. many seine boats can be furnished, ItR we are ill
the llabit of breaking them up to prevent t.he eontrabandists from usillg'
them.

I have given orders that as many as are on hand or can be s<'ized nre
to be sent to the army people, as directed by the Department.

Yours, ill haste,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD.

IIon. G. V. Fox.

P. S.-1 hope you will advertise officers who desert. MallY a man
has been shot for that same.
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Report of Acting Ensign McOonnell, U. 8. Nll1'Y, U. S. 8. Jacob Bell, of
a visit to the house of James Raley, near Patuxent River.

U. S. S. JAOOB BELL,
Patuxent River, November 24,186'2.

Sm: According to yonr orders of to·day I proceeded to the house of
Mr. James Raley, which I found to be about 3 miles lmck from the
Patuxent River, and enquired of him what had occurred at his house
the night before.

He stated that at a late hour on Sunday night he was awakene<i by
an officer and two white men, lWcompallied by two negroes. The officer
Buid he had been informed that he (Raley) had a rebelfiag in the house,
and he was going to search for it. After overhauling and tearing
some of his wife's and children's clotheK without finding anything, the
offieer asked for all the written papers about the house, and after see
ing them informed Haley that there was some $17,000 worth of goods
marked on them, aud that he would be back the lIext day at 12 to
arrest bim. The officer thell left, taking about a pound of shot and 3
ounces of powder, which he bad in the house, and would have taken
bis gun, but one of the men persuaded him not to. The house was vis
itell twice afterwards during the night, and the ])arty said they had
searched six other houses on the road. I found Mr. Raley to be a very
11001' Slid ignorant man, not knowing how to read or write, and living
in great wretchedness. I apologized to him for the conduct of the
officer, llond returned the papers, shot, and powder as you dil·ected.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. E. MOUONNELL,

Acti·)~g Ensign.
Acting Master W. T. STREET.

Re]JQrt of Oommodore Rarwood, U. 8. Navy, Oommanding Potomac -Pio
tilla, trammitting certificate of capture made by U. S. 8. Anacostia.

COMMANDANT'S OPFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washingtou, November 25, 1862.

Sm: I enclose the certifi~te·of the capture made of two canoes and
their contraband cargoes by the boats of the Anacostia 011 the 17th
instant, mentioned. in my report of operations of the fiotilla on the 21st
instant.

The goods and certificate were received by the Leslie this morning.
I forward also captures made on the 8th and 14th instant of the fol·

lowing persons:
John H. Brown, Joseph Masenger, both arrested in passing from

Virginia to Maryland.
The following is a. list of the names of prisoners captured by the

guard boat from the Oreut de Limt,.croBsing from Virginia to Maryland,
anll referred to in my letter to you of 21st in"t""lt:

Louis A. McLean, E. V. Stewa.rt, W. T. Littlepage, Hugh Rice, J.
Wilsdn Hodges, A. B. Jone..<l, a.nd J. S. Wallace.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, YQur obedient servltnt,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.
~~~~~~-----~~

• Not foond.
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Report of Acting Master Dockray, U. 8. Navy, commandin.g U. S. 8
Reliance, referring case of captured skiff.

U. S. S. RELIANCE,
Off Alexandria, Va.. , November !J/l, 1862.

SIR: I send accompanying this a large skiff boat, containing 4 bar
rels whisky, with the two men captured in her.

She was hailed and brought alongside at 9:30 p. m., 24th instant.
The men state they were hired to row it down here from Sixth street

wharf, Washington, and put it on board a 8100p off Alexandria, but
are uuable to give the name of the vessel they were to deliver it to, or
the parties in Washington who sent them with it. In fact, they know
nothing about it. Under the above circumstances I deem it best to
refer the case to you for adjustment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. DOOKRAY,

Acting Master, Oommandiftg.
Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington Navy Yard.

lVcekly report of Lieutenant-Oommander Magaw, U. S. Na.vy, command
ing First Division Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Off A quia Oreek, November 26,186'2.

SIR: I have the honor to submit my weekly report:
Nothing has occurred worthy of note. Matters on shore at the quar

termaster's alld commissary departments of the Army at this point
and Belle Plai 11 are progressing finely. 'We have been of much assist
ance to them, and they appear to have no anxiety.

I app]ird for an army signal officer to the commanding officer of the
post, but they had none. One or two have actually been sent to me,
when cooperating with the Army. I hope to have one to·day, for, if an
attack should be made, we might fire into our own troops.

I beg permission 10 make some·transfers of officers in my division
master's mates who have not been ordered by the Department. It will
add to the efficiency of the flotilla.

Lieutenant-Commander McOrea, at my snggestion, went over to Fal
mouth to see Ml\ior-General Burnside and have an understanding before
going up the Rappahannock. He (McCrea) left Belle Plain before day.
light yesterday. I send General "Burnside's telegram· to me at this
place.

The arrests which you ordered have not yet been made (except Cus
tis and Penny Grimes), because I am doubtful as to whether I should
go below here until the affair of the city of Fredericksburg is settled.

Since writing the lI.bove I have seen Major·General Burnside. He
was at tlJe creek to-day. We have a perfect understanding.

I had also the pleasure of spending an half hour with his Excellency
the President.

Your communication iu relation to taking army coal is receive(!.
I send by this mail the application of Acting Master Plunkett; he is

a gallant officer, and I hope he may have the Ourrituck, if she is in
your gift.

-Not found.
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Lieutenant-Communder McCrea will not go up the Rappahannock
above Port Royal without further information, etc., from Genera.l Bll1'n·
side.

Very respectfully, your obedient servantz..
SAMUEL MAGAW,

.Lieutenant- Oommander.
Commodore ANDW. .A. HARWOOD,

Oomdg. Potomac Flotilla and Navy :Yard, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oommodore Haru:ood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, regar.ding men captured on longboat New Moo1l.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, November 26,1862.

SIR: I enclose herewith a permission for the longboat Netl) Moon to
bring wood and grain to and fro OIl the Potomac River, given by the
Department last March, and also a permit given by myselfin September.

The Nell) Moon was seized in the attempt to go down the river with·
out a pass, her drunken master refusing to stop, although several shots
were tired at him to bring him to.

Ilis papers were regular from the custom-hoose, bot he had three
more persons on board the vessel than were found in the crew list.

Two of these extra hands, who were withoot passes to go down the
river, were discharged from the old capitol prison in AJIgust, upon tak
ing the oath of allegiance. They say they were employed by the master
of the New Moon to cut wood. The third had been an army teamster,
au individual of very unprepossessing appearance, who could give no
satisfactory account of hiniself.

I have committed the persons found on board the vessel to the cus
tody of the provost-marshal, and the papers to the district attorney.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hou. GIDEON WELLES,

&cretqry oj the Navy.

Report oj Oommodore Harl/Jood, U. S. Na"" commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, with enclOsure, regarding coal.

COMMANDANT'S OFFIOE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, November 27, 1R62.

SIR: I enclose a copy of Illy letter of the 18th instant, requestin~the
lIavy agent at Philadelphia to supply the coal required for the Potomac
Flotilla. .

Lieutenant-Commander McCrea writes that be has written two.weeks
ago to the agent to send the coal, but none has arrived. I have sent a
telegram to Mr. Chambers to hurry on the supply.

I tltke the opportunity to inform the Department that whatever
interference may have taken place with the coal transports of the Army,
it must be imputed to the necessity of moving immediately to the sup
port of the Army.



170 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

I have given orders Hot to interfere with the army transports, and
shall refer the officers to General Burnside in case any extreme waLt of
coal should make it necessary to borrow coal before the naval sU!lplies
reach the depots of the Potomac.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Endol'llement.)

Whenever the commandant of the flotilla. has requested coal to be
sent to the flotilla the order has immediately been·given.

The bureau ordered coal to be shipped to the flotilla the 2~d instant.
A. H. FOOTE,

Ohief of Bureau.

[EnclOllure.)

OO:MMA.NDA.NT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, November 18,1862.

SIR: I have to request that you will cause to be shipped to the
Potomac Flotilla, a~ early as practicable, another cargo of anthracite
coal for steamers' use, the vessel to report to the gnardshill near mouth
of the river, as directed by the Bureau of Oonstruction, etc., about the
first of October; ultimo.

As there is some difficuUy about leaving part of the cargo with the
flotilla and bringing the remainder to this yard, I request that a whole
load be sent to the flotilla.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, etc.
JAMES S. CHAMBERS, Esq.,

Navy Agent, Philadelphia.

Report of .Lieutenant-Oommander McOrea, u. S. Navy, commandiflg Sec
ond Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding coal.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Rappahannock River, off Port Royal, November 27,1862-11 p. m.

SIR: IT pon reflection, the necessity for having coal is extreme. I
have ordered the Dragon to leave immediately for the Potomac, and to
tow any coal vessel around here.

The guard ship at Piney Point.will know if she is successful or not.
I must act in this way, for I shall be helpless otherwise.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Oommander and Adjutant
Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potoma.c Flotilla, etc.
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander McOrea, 11. S. Navy, commanding
S~ond Division Potomac Flotilla, of his arrival in the Rappaha,nnock
River, and regarding coalfor the vessels of his command.

U. S. S. J AOOB BELL,
Rappahannock River, off Port Royal, November 27,1862.

SIR: I have the honor to report the following:
I arrived this morningat 5a. m. with the gunboats Ourrituck, Ana,costin,

Creur de Lion, Jacob -.Bell, and Dragon. I was en route 6 miles farther
above for an anchorage, but was stopped by receiving a mes8age from
Major·General Burnside, through an aid, desiring me to remain here
until further orders. I was delayed in reaching even this point by the
very low tideS of the river, and slowness of the vessels generally. I
informed Major-General Burnside, immediately upon my arrival here,
that I would await further instructions. I would i&form you that the
suddenness of the move to this river, and the absence of the storeship
at the time, prevented a replenishing of provisions, etc. But in justice
to myself and the commanding officers I would say that I have written
and rewritten constantly for the last three weeks for coal, but as yet
none had arrived previonsly to our leaving the Potomac; the vessels
consequently left without coal, and are in a degree inefficient. I had
no alternative but to proceed to the Rappahannock, according to your
dispatch of November 22. It is now necessary that a coal vessel" be
immediately dispatched to this point, under guard of a gunboat, or as
your judgment will dictate, for this squadron, as one or two vessels
have only one day's coal. As adjutant 01 the flotilla I can not be held
responsible for the present inefficiency of the vessels, as my official dis
llafches, as well as my private letters, will show that I have reqUired
it and written myself to the navy agent at Philadelphia for coal. Your
general order prohibiting toe taking of coal from passing vessels, with
out actually necessary, I adhered to as long as possible; but upon
receiving your dispatch of November ~2 I was thrown upon my own
judgment and disobeyed the order, and took 30 tons of coal from a
schooner belonging to the Army, even under the protest of her captain.
Time WaR too valuable, I considered, distance too great for me to refer
tIle matter to you as my commander in chief, therefore I had to decide;
80 I have assumed the responsibility. I have done all for the best, and
trust I will not merit your displl·asure. As it was I was obliged to

I take all the coal possible from the Wyandank and Teaser to put on
board th~ vessels that came with me. I knew the importance of my
going to the Rappahannock, having conferred personally with General
Burnside, and, in my opinion, an officer in my then position, and thrown
upon his own resources, must decide in his own opinion to the best
advantage, when he knows what be is deciding is not known to his
commander in chief at the moment, and is nnable to inform him for
speedy instructions and possible nona.ccomplishment of the desired
result.

The absence of the paymaster's steward of this vessel, and the pay
master and paymaster's steward of the Ourrituck, renders their pro
vision account, upon examination, lower than estimated. Consequently
they want provisions. I would report the paymJl.Ster of the Ourrituck
for sending his steward (his son) home without the knowledge of his
commanding officer, and (or a general unofficer-like arrangement of mat·
ters upon his leaving the vessel, condemned by medical survey. or upon
leave of absence tor two weeks, I am unable exactly to understand
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which. In fact, the general internal routine of the vessels is 80 com
plieated in regard to leave8 of absence that I hesitate to report officers,
but would rather state the facts. As adjntant, it is extremely difficult
to state the actual occurrences of the flotilla for the vessels, or acts
eommitted by their officers, when it seems almost impossible to get
reports in detail from the commanding officers. I would state two
instances: I understand duriug a fight inshore at Piankatauk that one
of the master's mates, or an officer ill tho expedition, deserted"his boat
and returne(1 to his vessel in a canoe. Ag-ain, that the revenue steamer
Hercules was permitted to pass the vessels at the mouth of the Rappa
bannock, when she proceeded up tho river and threw three shells into
tbe unofJ'ending town of'l'appahannock [Urbana].- These are facts
that come to me indirectly, days or wecks after tbeir occurrence, and
reuder it somewhat difficult for me to use tbem. I would, thougb, now
respectfully suggest that the commanding officer of the said steamer
Hercules be arrested and severely punished-dismissed, if possible, for
so flagraut an outrage. I would also suggest that an order be given hy
the honorable the Secretary of the Navy that the revenue vessels are
not to come in the waters within the limits of your command, except in
cases of stress of weather, or disabled; for they are impudent and care
less, and their acts, good or bad, go to the credit of the Potomac
Flotilla.

I trust that [there is] nothing in tbis, my dispatch, but the proper
report of opinions of me, your adjutant, and with all respect due to
yon, my commander in chief, I earnestly hope you will dispatch coal
amI provis{ous. I do not know bow long I shaH remain here, as I am
waitiug instructions for cooperating with the Army.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCOREA,

Lieutenant·Commander and Adjutant.
Oommodore A. A. HAh.WOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, etc.

Unofficial report of Lievtenant-Commander McGre~; U. S. Na.vy, com
manding Secoml Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding the urgent need
of coal.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL, November 28,1862.
My DEAR C"MMODORE: I send this by an aid to headquarters for

mailing. We are in a tight place, should we get the wor8t of it. I
think from Tappahaunock to this place there should be a line of guu
boats to prevent batteries being erected below us and to guard our snp
plies. The storeship must come np immediately. We migbt fill up for
six weeks amI send her directly back, but coal we must constantly
have. It is a bad river to send such boats as these, carrying six days'
coal. I should think some of the reg-ulars should be bere.

The contraband trade is hardly working now across the Potomac,
and I think the Yankee could be sent bere, and Aquia Creek held by
the mortar schooners and one steamer; it is so important to have suf
ficient force bere.

I sent the Dragon to seize a coal vessel and bring her here. I will
send her out the river as soon as we are filled. np; she may not be suc
cessful ill finding one, and we must wait one from you.

In the confusion of the move to this point I was obliged to go on
board the Ourrituck from the Ella, the Jacob Bell being absent. All

* Bee pp, 158-160.
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E. P. MCOREA.
[t;ommodore A. A. HARWOOD, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.]

my things are on board tbe Ella, as I bad moved on board the day
before I received your order to visit all the vessels. I have nothing
with me bnt a clean shirt. Should the Ella be seut from your com
mand (transferred), would ~'ou do me the favor to have my things stored
at the yard till they can reach me' She might come around here with
the gunboat and go back with the Wyandank. She bas her ordnance
on board, which I presume we will need shortly. Please send as many
cartridges as shell, etc.

The enemy's pickets are a few yards from us, constantly on the pier
at Port Royal, bnt no trouble as yet. I will communicate with yon a8
soon as possible again.

Very truly, yours,

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, D.O., November 28,1862.
(Received 1:45 p. m.)

McOrea telegraphs from Port Royal on the Rappahannock River that
the gunboats need coal immediately, some having only one day's [snp
ply J. XO supply has been received on the lower Potomac from Phila
delphia, and I have no answer either to letterM or telegrams from "the
agent. Provision~ are needed. Shall the Wyandank move round to
the Rappahannock'

A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 28,1862.
Send tbe Wya,~dank round to the Rappahaunock, and if tbe army

vessels there have coal, apply to General Burnside for 1\ supply.
GIDEON WELLES.

Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommflndant Navy Yard, Washington.

[Telegtalll.]

NAVY YARD, W ABWNG1.'ON, November 28,1862.
(I~eceived3:15 p. m.)

The Satellite will be ready to leave the yard by 8 o'clock to-morrow.
I will send orders to the W yandank to go round to the Rappahannock,
provision the gunboats there and return, and for any coal vessels from
Philadelphia which are due to be towed round also. If the Depart·
ment can insure an immediate supply of coal for the gunboats from
any quarter it will be well. I have no dispatch vessel or I would send
the order this afternoon.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
AB8i8tant Secretary of the Navy.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, No-rember 28,1862.
Take any vessels you have or can charter and load them with coal

from the navy yard Bud send to our vessels, provided General Burn
side can not furnish. Are the depots you have in the Potomac fur
nished with any coal' If so, how much'

Commodore HARWOOD,
Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, Norember 28,1862.
(Received 5: 15 p. ill.)

The depots in the Potomac ought to have coal, but I have had no
returns. I have directed Lieutena-nt·Commander Magaw to tow the
vessels which ought to be coming from Philadelphia round to the Rap
pahannock as they arrive. I have no vessels here, but will endeavor
to charter some. Satellite will leave the yard at 8 a. m.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.•

SECRETARY NAVY.

[Telegram_]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, November 29,1862.
(Recehred 2: 36 p. m.)

Mortar schooners on the Potomac: Adolph Hugel, Aquia Creek; Dan
Smith, Posey's Bluff;- G. Mangha11t guard vessel, Piney Point; T. A.
Ward, Breton's Bay. All but the last have recently come round from
Baltimore, where I understand they were repaired.

A. A. HARWOOD.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Report oj IAeutenant-Oommander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding First
D-ivision Potomac Flotilla, regarding coal and other matters.

U. S. S. FREEBORN,
Off Aquia Oreek, November 29, 1862.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
yesterday, and enclosures.

I am not pORitive how many vessels Lieutenant-Commander McCrea
took up the Rappahannock with him; four, I think. I hope to hear
ft'om him to-day from General Burnside.

The Army has two steamers between here and Washington, the
Wilson Small and Nellie Baker. They leave foot of Sixth street at 8
a. m. and 1 p. m. In case you wish to communicate, you will find the
masters of these boats obliging and careful.

I am sorry you should have been annoyed about coal and with com
plaints from the Army, whose vessels I have had occasion to assist

\p: .•



OPERATIONi ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 175

both with coal and otherwise very often. To my knowledge 1I0 coal lias
been taken from the Army except by I.ieutenant·Commander McCrea
the other night, and that WIIS at my suggestion and a case of necessity.
Then only 20 tons were taken from a schooner (aground) having some
200 tons on board.

1 o'clock p. '81.-1 have just received a message- from General Parke,
which I enclose. Report says we had two squadrons of eavalry
captured last night some place on the north fork of the Rappahannock.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant- Commander.
Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oomdg. Potomac Flotilla and Navy Yard, Washington, n. C.

Inlltnretiomjrom Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Nary, commanding Poto
mac Flotilla, to Lieutenant-Commander McCrea, U. S. Nllvy, command·
ing Second Ditrision, regarding the ajfairfl of his command.

NAVY YA.RD, WASHINGTON, November 30, llW2.
SIR: Your let-tel' of the 27th instant from Port Royal has been

received.
I had received previously intelligence of your want of provisions and

coal and sent orders that the Wyandank should immediately proceed to
the Rappahannock, snpply the vesselR with provisions, and return.

I wish you to send her back as soon as her mission has been accom·
plished. With regard to coal, there seems to have been some delay in
forwardiug that article from Philadelphh" arising from a cbange in tbe
persons charged with that duty. .

Captain Henry A. Adams has been appointed as general a~ent for
the purpose, and a supply for the depots on the river is now on its way.

I have sent an order to tow the first vessel that arrives at the mouth
of the Potomac to the Rappahannock at once.

I have written to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw to tell yon to request
General Burnside to supply your immediate wants if not otherwise met,
and sent a telegram to you to the same effect. To make assurance
doubly sure, have chartered a schooner capable of carrying 150 tous,
which shall be put in here and towed ronnd to you as soon as possible.
She will leave this yard on Tuesday morning.

If, as I suppose may be the case, a greater quantity may reach you
than you require, yon will seud the surplos back, with orders to hmd
it on the most convenient coal narf on the Potomac, taking care to
send orders that a sufficient force be taken from any vessel of the fio
tilla to a~sist in unloading the transport, and thus lessen the expense
of demorrage.

With regard to the snpply of coal for the flotilla, I am aware tllat
you used all proper exertion to provide lor it in time, and if the letter
of my instrnctions forbidding it to be taken fl'om passing vessels was
disregarded, the spirit of a later order to you to move at ouce to the
Rappahannock for the protection of the army transport fully exoner·
ated you from blame. Y~ur action in the matter is therefore approved
by me.

The absence of the paymaster and his steward, together with the cir
cumstances attending it, were all made known to the Department on

"Not found.
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her departure from the yard. The other irreguladties you mention,
including those in reference to the revenue vessels, shall be taken in
hand.

I shall send the Ella to Aqnia Creek to-morrow (December 1) and
request Lieutenant-Commander Magaw to-use her for general commu·
nication with the flotilla and to keep me advised of his and your
movements.

Send me any intelligence you may think of interest by telew-aph
that I may keep the Departmellt informed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A.. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Lientenant·Commander ED. P. MCCREA,

Commanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.

P. S.-You will please explain why the ammunitiou called for by
your telegram of the ~5th instant, which was promptly supplied, was
sent back ill the Ella.

ANDW. A. HARWOOD.

Semiofficial report of Lieutenant·Oommander Magato, U. S. Navy, com
manding .First ])ivision Potomac Flotilla, regarding affairs at pOJ·t
Royal and Fredericksburg, Va.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Off A quia Creek, Novetnber 30,1862-7 p. m.

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have received word from
General Sumner that the Army is in communication VI ith McCrea by
cavalry, with two·battalions of light artillet·y.

Firing was heard to·day in the vicinity of (or direction of) Port Royal
[Va. J. The Army is throwing up eart,hworks below Falmouth Station,
commanding Fredericksburg, but no knowing whell the fight may take
place. I am going out to General Burnside's headquarters to-morrow
for a few minutes.

I send Acting Master's Mate [Chas. F.J Watson up with Mr. W. H.
Garner.

Very re~pectfully,your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant· Oommander.
Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac .Flotilla and Navy Yard, Washington.

Instructions from Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding' Poto·
mac Flotilla, to Lieutenant·Oommander Magaw, U. 8. Navy, command·
ing First Division, regarding the affairs of his command.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, November 30,1862.
SIR: Yours of the 29th instant was received yesterday. A letter of

Lieutenant-Oommander McCrea reached me at the same time, by wbich
I learn that he has with him the Ourrituck, Anacostia, Creu,' de Lion,
and Dragon. .

I hope the quantity of coal he tells me he was obliged to take from
the Wyamlank has not delayed her ill her trip to supply him with stores.
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Coal is 011 its way from Philadelphia, and a cargo will leave here on
Tuesday by a schooner chartered for the purpose, which I wish you to
ha,e sent under sufficient convoy to the Rappahannock, unless you
know positively that a supply has reached the ve!:lsels in that river.
III case of positive information on that head the schooner can be dis
charged at one of the coal wharves 011 the lower Potomac, but nothing
!ihort of certain information that a full snpply has reached Lieutenallt
Commander McCreamnst interfere with the precautionary arrangement
jnst mentioned. I should feel relieved by knowing that Ule Wyandank
had been dispatched with the provisions.

If you are obliged to remain at Aqnia Creek, send Acting Master
ryeS to see my orders promptly carried out and that all is going on
right in the lower Potomac.

The Teaser's boiler was leaking, and I have kept her to tow the coal
sdlOollcr down.

The complaint about the appropriation of army coal proceeded from a
quartermaster in Alexandria, and came with a very bad grace from
that quarter, as I had assisted him liberally.

I am SOITj" to find by the morning paper that your news of the cap
ture of two squadrons of cavalry is confirmed.

Lieutenant-Commander Phelps reports that a party of his people on
sbore at Shipping Point saw two dismounted guns there, whether spiked
or not tbeycould not say. Resays some rebel cavalry were seen in the
vicinity. I wish yon would look into this and at least render these
gnllS unserviceable, as you can not tell at what moment they may be
employed agaiust you.

I place tIle Ella for the present at your disposal as a dispatch vessel.
Keep me informed of any matters of moment, both with regard to

your command and whatever other intelligence yon may receive from
the Rappahannock.

&mrl another vessel with the tug and her tow in case of accident,
with orders to return to their stations as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Lieutenant-Commander SAML. MAGAW,

Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Letterfrom Lieutenant- Oommander ][agmr, U. 8. Na1'y, commanding First
Dirision, to Commodore Harwood, U. N. Navy, commandirtg Potomac
Flotilla, regarding affairs in vic-inity of Fredericksburg, Va.

Private.] [U. S. S.l FREEBORN,
Aquia Creek, November 30, 1862.

DEA.R SIR: Your letters by the 8atellite are received. Do not give
your!\elf any unea8iness in relation to coal. Your general order per
mits us to take it in an emergency from vessels in the river.

1 have sent the Wyandank with stores and orders to take (if no
flotilla coal vessel could be found) any coal schooner up to McCrea.
We have had communication with McCrea, but by scouts. I will write
bim and send the letters to General Burnside, to be forwarded.

I sent you yesterday a telegram from General Parke, chief of staff.
No coal had arrived at Plowden's wharf up to the evening of the 28th.

N W R-VOL 5--12
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I send up Mr. Garner and enclose a letter from Plowden in r~lation

to him.
If you can spare me the Ella I should like to have her.
Everything here is anxiety and expectation. The fight of the war

will come oft in the vicinity of Fredericksburg.
If you will send the two master's mates down to me I will see them

properly distributed and report.
Commanding officer of the Satellite complained that his fiues had not

even been swept while at the ;yard. Upon questioning him I found that
Mr. [Isaac] Johnson, Ilia senior engineer, had been absent and without
leave. The Satellite's fires were hauled for six days. I wish you would
puni8h Mr. Johnson for neglect of duty.

The line of telegraph is now open from this point to Washington, and
I will let you know by telegraph if anything of importance should
occur.

I am suffering with nervous rheomatism, with fever.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant-Oommander.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac F/atilla. and Navy Yard, Washington.

General report of Oommadare Harwood, U. S. NatJy, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, of affairs on the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
lVashington, December 1,1862.

SIR: I have received a letter from Lieutenant-Commander McCrea,
dated November ~7, in which he informs me that ou the evening of that
day he arrived at Port Royal, on the Rappahannock, with the Ourri
tuck, Anat'ostia, Oreur de Lion, and Dragon. He intended to go 6
miles farther up for an anchorage, but received a message from General
Burnside desiring him to remain where lie was until further orders.

A later telegram received through Lieotenant-Commander Magaw
runs thus:

Lieutenant-Commander MeCreo. hll8lU'rived at Port Conway [Va.], all right.

Port Conway is opposite Port Royal. Lieutenant·Commander McCrea
writes urgently for coal and l)rovisions, which I hope have reached him
by this time.

I have given orders that the first coal vessel which arrived from
Philadelphia shall be towed round immediately to the Happahannock,
and to l)rovide for contingencies, have chartered a schooner to carry a
cargo round as soon as she can be loaded and dispatched.

The provision ship Wyandank was ordered round as soon as I was
informed that the stock was getting low, and I presume by this time
has reached her destination.

Lieutenant·Commander McCrea Wlites that he was delayed in reach·
ing Port Uoya! by the very low tide of' the river.

Both he and myself have urged the shipment of coal from Philadel·
phia in season, and recently, in answer to a telegram, lreceived the only
reply from the navy agent which has reaclled either of' us, which merely
informs me that Uaptain Adams had boon ordered by the Department
to soperintend the supply of coal.
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Admiral Foote has given me such directions 011 the subject as will
prevent future embarrassment on this account.

Lieutenant-Commander McCrea reports that Paymaster Yorke, of the
Currituck, sent his steward home without the knowledge of his com
manding officer, and that the provision of that vessel, which left the
yard recently, was running low. Mr. Yorke, while awaiting a medical
survey, expressed uuwillingness to send in his requisition for provisions,
expecting to be comlemned and not wishing to incur a responl!ibility
which he could avoid, but was informed that he could lIot be exonerated
from this duty until his case was decided.

Complaint is made of a general want of arrangement ill the afl'airs of
his department.

A report has reached me that the revenue steamer Hercules went up
the Rappahannock and threw three shells into the town of'l'appahannock
[Urbanal.· As there appears no good object gained by proceedings like
this, and it appears to have been done without reference to superior
military or naval authorities, I have thought it my duty to report the
circumstances to yoo, in order to prevent officers from coming within
the limits of my command and acting without reference to those who
are deputed by me to execute your orders. Any mere act of wantonness
or ullnecessary destruction committed by a vessel carrying guns would
be naturally imputed to the flotilla, and I feel assured if the commander
of the Hercules had been ordered to cooperate with the Navy, his
iustructious to do so would have been made known to me.

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON "TELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting J[aster Jfo(JQ1can, lJ. S. Navy, conwumding [T. S. S.
Wyandank, regarding captures.

U. S. S. WyAN DANK,
Potomac Flotilla, December 1, 1862.

SIR: The following· named men were captured lust evening while
crossing from Virginia to l\laryland. The mall Hal'lllOn was captured
once before by me at the "aUle place, viz, White Neck Creek, amI I
have every reason to believe is pretty largely engaged ill the cOlltrauand
trade. Be ill lL mulatto, and the prov08t-marshall'eleased him on that
account before.

----~;amll. I~~-' Where from. -I 'Vbere captured.

Elijah ~iJ\"I' 1'While 'Ve.tmorelancl County. V=I; "'bile Neck Crook.

~tl1i~ ~~ro~'::::::::::::J M;'~~it~::::::: .::: :~~ :::: :::::: :::::::::::::: E~:
I

I am, very respectfully, yOUl' obedient sorvant,
JOHN McGOWAN, Jr.,

Acting jlaster, Commanding.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla and Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

• See pp. 158-160.
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Instructions from Commodorc Harwood, U. S. Nnvy, c(immanding Poto
mac Flotilla, to Lieutenant·Commander Magaw, U. 8. Navy,eotnmand
ing First Division.

NAVY YARD, WASIIINGTON, December 2, 186'2.
SIR: I semi by the Tea,Yer an unofficial Jette~ from Lieutena.nt-Oom

mander McOrea, and in relation 10 tllOse points which it touches on
which are important to the public service, I wish you to act promptly
a.nd decidedly.

If you can spare the Yankee, according to Lieutenant-Oommander
M(~Orea's suggetstion, send her by all means.

I wish to be sure that the coal its sent with all possible speed and
security, and it its perhaps better not to trust to a single vessel.

The ammunition on board the Ella will be wanted probably. I send
by the TelUJer powder in cartridges, which it seems was left out in the
requisition for the pr~jectiles.

You will have to get these ordnance articles together and send them
round; the Ella or Yankee may take them all.

Return me the enclosed letter when you have acted on it.
Keep in mind that the contraband trade must be checked by the pres

ent position of affairs; that all the force we can spare should be in the
Rappahannock to cover any operations and to prevent the erection of
batteries which might sel'iously annoy us.

Take care that every precaution be observed that the coal and ammu·
nition reach the Happahannock speedily and safely.

Very respectfully, your obedient .servant,
ANDw. A. HARWOOD,

Commodor(~, COImnanding Potomac Flotilla.
Lieutenan t-Oolllmander S. MAGAW,

Comma,nding First Divi,sion Potomac Flotilla.

Order of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Nal'!!, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, tu Lielttenant-Cummander Magaw, U. 8. Navy, commanding Firxt
Division.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, December 2, 1862.
SIR: I have just received a telegram t from 'Lieutenant-Oommander

McOrea, a copy of which I enclose.
You can use your discretion as to going round and assuming the com·

mand ats he sug-gestR.
I have already written that I want a sure convoy for the coal vessel;

that it will not do to depend entirely on the TelUJCI'.
If you can leave Aquia without risk and go round, I think it will

forward the service~ Answer by telegram what you conclude to do.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potmnlw Flotilla.

Lieutenant·Oommander SAMe.. MAGAW,
Commandinfj First Div'ision Po(mnac Flotilla.

• See p. 172. tNot found.
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Order of Litmtcnant-Cmnmander .McCrca, r. s. Nnry, commanding Second
Division PotmnM Flotilla, to Acting JlIaster Shankland, C S. Navy,
to assume oommand during his absence.

U. S. S. J AOOB BELL,
Rappahannock River, off Port Comray, Decembe,' 2, 1862.

SIR: You will assume command of this flotilla. during my absence
Rnd until my return, without relieved by a senior officer.

You will earefully c:ury out the present rules and regulations of the
8<\uadron, and any you lJlay make beneficial to the service. You will
guard against any sudden attack of the enemy, either by land or water,
and see that the vessels are all ready against a. surprise. Make any
movement that will be of importance to the Government, but no useless
expenditure of ammunition or life will be of avail without an important
re..'1ult. I shall endeavor to send supplies as soon as possible from
Wasbington. Yon will communicate with Major-General [J.G.] Parke,
l'bief of sta1l', Army of tIle Potomac, 011 all matters that partake of a
cooperation 011 any movements of the enemy that yon think proper,
and you can also telegraph to W l\shington navy yard to Commodore
Harwood anything you deem necessary. Be eareful to use your judg
ment in cases of responsibility. "Be sure you are right, then go ahead."

Should I be detained longer than [ anticipate, I will inform you, and
1'11\0 when you may expect my return. Do not scatter the vessels or
leave one alone. I think it better two should be together, or near
enough to assist each other.

The commanding olJi.cer on shore will afford yon all facilities to com
municate with headquarters.

Respectfully, etc.,

Acting Master SHANKLAND,
COMmanding U. S. S. Currituck.

Order of IM!ltenant-Commander McCrea, U. 8. Navy, commanding Second
Dirision Potomac Fl{)tilla" to Acting j1faster Street, U. f3. N at'.If. to assullle
tefAporary command of U. s. S. JM()b Bell. .

U. S. S. JACOB BELL, Dccember 2,1862.
SIR: Yon will assume command of this vessel during my absence.

Acting Master Shankland will be t1le senior officer eommanding, until
relieved by a senior officer, and yOll will confer with him aecorllingly.
ObRerve to carry out the rules and regulationR of the vessel and the
service. Keep a sharp lookout on the enemy, and be ready at any time
for him.

Respectfull;y, etc.,
E. P. MrCREA,

Commanding Flotilla.
A('ting ~'Ia..~ter WILLU)I T. STREET.

1m/ructions from lAe1ttenont-Command.er Jl[cCrea, U. 8. Nary, cmnmand
iny 8eoond Division Potomac Flotilla, to the senior officeI' p"csent, Rap
pahmmock River.

HEADQUARTERS, December 3,1862.
SIR: Should any gunboat." llrI'ive during my absenee, you willl1etain'

thpm until further orders. All vessels will fill up with coal, and a vessel
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will be detailed to tow the coal vessel to the mouth of the river, when
she will return and report to you.

All vessels will be beld in readiness for service at a moment'", warning.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. 'p. MCCREA,
Commanding Flvtilla.

SENIOR OFFICER PRESEN'l', HAPPAHANNOCK FLOTILLA.

Order of IMutenant-Commander McCrea, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master
Shankland, U. S. Navy, in temporary command of Seoond Division
Poimnac Flotilla.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, December 4, 1862.
DEAR SIR: I expect the Satellite, Teaser, Wyandank, and rankee

around. Keep tbem until I retul'll or Captain Magaw comes up. Send
a vessel down to the mouth of the Rappahannock with the coal vessel,
and let her return to you. Keep a bright lookout for the enemy. I
shall return as soon as I can.

Yours, etc.,
E. P. MCCREA,

Commani/ing.

Acting Master SHANKLAND, or SENl:OR OFFICER PRESENT.

Engagement at Port Royal, Va., December 4, 1862.

Report of Lieutena.nt-Commander ][agaw, 11. B. Navy, oommandiDg"Beoond Division PotollWl
Flotilla, transmitting reports of oommanding otfioen of v_Is which participated.

U. S. S. ANACOSTIA
Three Miles below Port Conway, Rappahannock River,

December 6, 1862.
SIR: I respectfully enclose the reports of the commanding officers of

the different vessels that engaged the enemy's'field oatteries day before
yesterday. I had not arrived, but approve their course in falling back
to this point to husband their ammunition. The Wyandank is aground
about 6 miles below thi!> point. The Jacob Bell and Teaser are with
her. I may be obliged to use the coal schooner, now discharging, to
lighten her. I hope not, however. We are well, and anxiously await
ing news from General Burnside as to bis pIau of operation or point of
crossing. The enemy have rifle pits above Port Hoyal and artillery at
several points above. There are five regiments, each of which have a
fieldpiece. If the Army crosses far above this point, we will meet with
loss in ('.overing their crossing, but we are prepared.

The Satellite, 1 learn, bas gone out of the river, towing the Dragon.
her slJaft being broken. Acting rVolunteerl Lieutenant Hays would
have shown more judgment had 'he sent the Teaser with her. I am
every moment expecting the }"ankee.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutt'1/,ant-Commander, etc.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, etc.
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l.Ellclo8ure.j

u. S. S. CURRITUOK,
Off Pratt's Point, December 5, 1862.

Sm: I beg leave to report [thatJ at 4: 15 p. m., December 4, the rebels
opened tire upon this squadron at our auchorage at Port Conway from
a battery about 2 miles down the river at a place called Pratt's Land
ing, and about half a mile from the river bank. They fired solid shot,
which passed very close and fell about 500 yards beyond this vessel,
we lying the farthest np.

I signalized the squadron to get underway and open tire upon the
battery and town, which was promptly done by all (the boats were
fought underway). About 5: 10 p. m. the enemy ceased firing from
their battery, but still annoyed us with small arms. Night coming on,
and the shore from Pratt's Point to Mill Bank Point being hard ground
and the channel narrow, I did 1I0t think it prudent to remain at that
anchorage, as we should be exposed to the fire of their riflemen during
the night, amI according to my inHtructiolls, 1 did not thillk the result
of remaining would be of advantage to the Government, but might
interfere with the plans at headquarters. Therefore, at 5: 20 p. m., I
signalized to the squadron to follow my movements, and started tor
this, our present anchorage, in the following order: Ourr'ituck, Oreur de
Lion, .Anacostia, and Jacob Bell. In passing Pratt's house we received
the tire of artillery from the bank, which was promptly returned by
the steamers as they passed, and, I think, with good effect, but it beillg
dark I could not judge with certainty. As BOOn as we anchored, which
was at 5: 45 p. m., I communicated with Major [PeterJ Keenan, Eighth
Pennsylvania Cavalry, who informed me that he had learned from
deserters that there were five regiments of infantry, cavalry, and artil
lery encamped about 2 miles back from the river. Our present
anchorage is 3 miles below the former one, and protected by a long
pieCt' of marsh, where I shall remain until ",ecan get our supplies (coal
especially). I beg to state that no person was hurt in the squadron,
the Jacob Bell [beingJ the only yessel that was hit, which is mentioned
in her captain's report, which is hereby enclosed, along with the rel10rt •
of the captains of the Anacostia and Orenr de Lion.

I beg leave to state that it was the unanimou8 opinion of all the cap
tains that we had better r.emaill until our supplies arrived.

I respectfully state that the officers and men behaved well while
uuder tire.

The following is the amount of ammunition expended on board of
this vessel:
EI~hteen 6-inch shell for 32-pounder. I 2 stand of grape.
Fifteen common fuse rille shell. 1 stand of cau18ter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. F. SHANKLAND,

A.cting Master, Oommanding, and Senior Officer Present.
[Iieutena.nt-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW, U. S. Navy.]

[SubeOcl08Ure&.]

u. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Off Port Royal, Rappahannock Ri1,er, Decembet· 4,1862.

SIR: I have the honor to report that at 4: 15 p. m., while the flotilla
W88 lying at lIncbor off this place, [weJ were opened upon from a bat·
teryof the enemy situated on a hill about 2i miles down the river.



WM. T. STREET,
Acting Master, Co·mmanding.

Acting Master WILLIAM F. SHANKLAND,
Commanding Currituck and Rappahannock Flotilla.

W. F. SHANKLAND,
Act-ing Jlaster, Commanding, and Senior Officer.
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I immediately got underway and called to !luarters and stood down
the river and en~agedthe battery with 50-pounder rifle and 8-inch shell
gun, the enemy'M shot all paRsing over us. After firing about thirty
minutes a second battery opened upon us from an elevation back of the
town. H.eceiving at this time a signal from you to return to our forme,"
position, which I immediately did, and seeing that the steamer Anacostil/
was fired upon from the town, I directed my fire upon the same until
darkness came on and was ordered. to cease, and withdrew to a point of
safety for the night. The enemy had ceased firing some time before. 011
our way down were again opened upon at Pratt's Bluff by a field battery.
I immediately responded with 8-illch gun, 32-pounder, and 12-ponnder.
At this point I received a l~-pound rifle shot, which passed through the
port sill of 32-pounder forward, but without doing any serious damage.
I am happy to add no casualty occurred on board this vessel.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

u. S. S. ANA..COSTIA,
Off Port Royal, Rappahannock River, December 4,1862.

Sm: About 4 o'clock p. m. the enemy opened fire in two directions.
I immediately got underway and responded to it intltantly with l)·illCh
shell guns, 50-pound rifle, and 12-pound rifle howitz~r. The firing con
tinued until dark, which was about an hour and fifteen minutes. My
vessel was not hit or anyone on board injured, the shots from the lower
battery passing over me, with the exception of one, that struck along
side. On receiving orders to proceed to a safe anchorage for the night,
and as I was winding my vessel round to obey them, I was opened npon
by infantry from the town, to which I responded with 9-inch gnns,
assisted by the Jat!ob Bell. About a mile below the town I was opened
upon at a place called Pratt's Bluff by a section of artillery. The I:lhot
passed over and about us, but we pa88ed by uninjured.

I am, very re8pectfn])y., your obedient servant,
NELSON PROVOST,

Acting Jlaster, Commanding.

u. S. S. C<EUR DE LION, December 4, 1862.
SIR: I have the honor to report to you that at 4: 15 p. m. of this day,

December 4, while lying at anchor oft' Port Hoyal, the enemy opened
fire upon us from a bal tery situated on a hill about 2 miles below us ou
the south side of the river. All hands were immediately called to
quarters, the boat llOi8ted, and we weigher! anchor. We then com·
menced firing from our 12-pound rifle at the battery, and opened -with
canister upon some of the enemy in sight on the shore.

We continued firing toward the batt.ery, but as it was concealed and
our only mark was the smoke from their guns, after a few rounds I gave
the order to cease firing.

Soon after this, upon bein~ hailed by the senior officer on board the
U. S. S. CUT1'ituck, I proceeded 011 board that vessel, and, in company



OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOr.K. 185

with tbe commanding officers .of the other vessels of the fleet, attended
a coundl of war. It was thoug'ht best to change our anchorage, as the
enemy had also commenced firing upon us froUl a battery back of Port
Uoyal. I then returned to my vessel, and, following the Currituck, we
proceeded down the river. .

When nearly opposite Pratt's Bluff the ellemy opened fire upon the
Currituck, and as we came in range they al:-lo fired -at us from field
pieces and rifles, which we replied to vigorollsly till we were out of
range. Their shots being directed too hig-Il, passed over ns, doing no
damage. Having reached It place about 3 miles from our former aucllor
age, in obedience to sib'1lah" we came to for the night. At this time
we have but U tons of coal 011 boaI'd.

The expenditure of ammunition was as follows:
Charges.

3O-ponnd rifle .....•.....•...•....••••••.•....•••.•••..•.••• "" .•. , _ 6
12-pouud Iille .........••...•.•.•.......• _•.. _...••...•.•..••...•.••....... _.. 17
12-pountlsllloothbore. ~ ....••••..••. __ ••. __ ••••••••..••••.•••••..•••.•.....•. _ G

Total .. __ . : .......•...............•.•......••..•.•. _ . 21!

I am happy to report that the officers and men behaved well wllile
under the euemy's fire.

Respectfully, your most obedient servant,
CHAS. H. BROWN,

Acting lJlaster, Commanding U. S. S. CaYUr de Li01&.

Acting Master WILLIA.M F. SHANKLAND,
&mio1' Officer Rappahannock Flotilla.

Supplemental report of Acting Kuter Provoet, U. S. Navy, oomllllUldingU. S. S. Anacoltia.

U. S. S. ANACOSTIA,
Three illites below Port Royal, Rappahannock River,

December 10, 1862.
SIR: Since making my hlst report of the engagement of the 4th

im~tant, I beg' to intorm yon that I have learne,l from Oa]ltain Barry,
Eighth New York State Vol~nteers (cavalry), that the distant battery
was dismounted by onr gnns, he having received this information from
good authority.

I am, very respectfully, your mO.5t obedient servant,
NELSON PROVOS1',

Acting .Master, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Commanding Flotilla.

Supplemental report of Acting Muter Street, commllJldiDg U. S. S. lacob lleU.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Rappahannock Flotilla, December 11, 1862.

Sm: I learned yesterday that in the cllg'agement of the 4th instant
at Port Royal the large g'un on the hill in the rear of Pratt's Bluff was
dismounted at the seeond discharge from our gUlls.

A8 tlJis vessel was the nearest to the battery, I got underway, rau
down, and opened upon it with 50·pounder rille and 8-inch I:lhell guu,
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while the steamers Ourrituck, Anacostia, and Oreur de Lion directed
their first fire into the town. I therefore believe that said gun Was dis
monntecl by a projectile thrown from one of the guns of this vessel.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. T. STREET,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Commanding Rappahannock Flotilla.

Beport of Colonel Dregg, U. 8. Arm)'.

HEADQUAR'l'ERS EIGHTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY,
Oampnear King George Oourt-House, Va., Dec. 4 [1862]-10 p. m.

CAPTAIN: I have just returned from Port Conway [Va.], to which
place I had gone because of heavy cannonading there. 'This afternoon
the rebels opened a battery on the gunboats at Port Conway. The gun
boats replied by an active firing for Bome two hours. Just before my
arrival the boats left Port Oonway and descended the river without
communicatiug with my comDlaud there. Where they have gone, or
whether or not they will return, I do not know. At the time of the
fil'illg, the enemy were discovered working on rifle pits above Port
Conway. The abrupt departure of the boats made it necessary for me
to change my dispositions at Port Con way; accordingly I sent the sec
tion to this camp, aud left near the ferry 100 men. I regret that the
boats should have left without taking or destroying two large llatboat~

at Port Royal. The~e boats, directly opposite Port Oonway, wonlll
cross over 150 men, and I had made fr"equent requests to have them
taken. I have sent down the river to overtake, if possible, the boa~

and ascertain their destination, and to express my readiness to send
back the section if they intend to return. The enemy may attempt to
cross some force above or below; but, from a careful inspection of my
pickets to-night, I do not doubt but they will fail to accomplish any
thiug. My pickets in all directions, and about the several camps, are
posted under my personal supervision, and, if they do their duty, can
not be surprised. Yesterday I had five boats destroyed below Port
Conway. To-day I discovered one large flatboat above, and on this
side, and had it destroyed.

I aw, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. MeM. GREGG,

Colonel Eighth Pennsylvania Oavalry.
Captain A. J. COHEN,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry.

Report of Kajor-General Daniel H. Hill, C. 8. Arm)'.

DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, December 5,1862.
[SIR:] I have the honor to report that the Yankee gunboats (four in

nUlllber) have been run away from Port Royal, Va. Three of these were
the notorious pirates Pawnee, Anacostia, and Live Yankee. The fourth
was unknown. They carried 21 gUlls and had a complement of some 500
men. Captain [R. A.l Hardaway opened upon them with his Whitworth
gun at a distance of j miles. They repli.ed promptly, but finding their
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D. II. HILL,
.Majar-oenera i.

range short attempted to approach him, but were promptly driven back
uuder cover of the town by Captain [T. II.] Cartert'rom the hills opposite
it. Uiflemen were placed to greet them above Port Royal, so tbat they
were afraid to go in that direction. And uow was witnessed an instruc
tive sight. These piratical cruisers which have bombarded 80 many
unotl'ending private residences and have carried desolation to so many
peacefnl homes shrank from tbe wager of battle and kept close under
the shelter of town, so that the flank batteries could not tire upon them
without endangering it. Hardaway 8till kept up his llelting iu fl'ont
uutil dark, when they fled down tho river. And now two a·inch rifles,
under the gallant [John] Pelham, of Stuart's cavalry, placed near the
water's edge, gave them a partin~ salute. I regret to add that lie had
one man severely and one slightly wounded. There were no casualties
in the batteries of my command.

This same gun of Hardaway, at Upperville [Va.], drove entirely off
the field near Uppervill~ a Yankee battery of artillery and a large force
of cavalry and infantry at a distance of 3~ miles. "The restorers of the
Union" have made their trust so much in thE'ir lon~·range guns that
when they find themselves under the fire of a superior range they become
demoralized and will not fight.

I make this report to call the attention of the War Department to
the extraordinary merit of the Whitworth gun in the handH of fllIch a
man as Hardaway-the bAst practical artillerist I have seen in sprvice.
lIe still remains a captain while officers never engaged have been pro
moted over him.

With great respect,

Lieutenant·General [THOMAS J.] JACKSON,
Commanding Left Wing.

Report of Brigadier-General W. 11. F. Lee, C, 8. Army.

W. H. F. LEE,
Brigadier- General.

Major.General J. E. B. STUART,
Oommanding Caf'alry Division.

. HEADQUARTERS LEE'S CAVALRY BRIGADE,
JlforBe [MOBil] Neck, Va., December 5, lRG2.

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward Colonel Beale's report of an
expedition sent iuto Westmoreland [County], which, as yon know, was
entirely successful.

On yesterday evening I heard that General Hill had ordered the
Whitworth gun to a position near Pratt's house to open on the gun
boats. I ordered Major Pelham to carry the two rifted gnns of [M. N.]
Moorman's battery, under Lieutenant [Charles R.] Phelps, to the posi
tion near Pratt's house previously examined by him with yourselC
A fter replying to the Whitworth gun for an hour, they steamed up and
came down the river. Major Pelham waited until they were within aoo
yards, and opened with deadly effect, putting two shots through and
t.hrough oue of the boats. They replied with grape, aud one of the
~lInllerS had hi~ leg carried off. I will'forwar(l the name of the man.
He behaved with marked gallantry and coolness. Major Pelham super
intended the gum~ iri person.

Very respectfully,
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[ Endorsementa.]

HEADQFARTl<lRS CAVALRY DIVISION, December 5,1862.

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the commanding g-en
eral, whose notice i8 respectfully called to the gallantry displayed hy
l\1~ior Pelham and the officers and men nnder his command. The
brigade of Brig-adier-General 'V. H. F. I,ee iA doing gallant service on
the lower Happahaunock, and no opportunity to strike the enemy will
be allowed to pass.

.r. E. B. STFART,
Majm" Gtmeral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
December 5, 18(;:.!.

ReRpectfully forwarded to the Adjuta.nt and Inspector General for
the information of th." Department. Four gunboats of the ..,nemy had
been lying for several dayA opposite Port Royal, and I desired to drive
them ont of the river without drawin~ their fire upon the town. A
digtant point, therefore, had to he "elected to diRlodge them, on whieh
acconnt I fear the boats did not sufl'er aR mnch a.~ I intenderl the...
~~~ .

R. E. LEE,
6fmeral.

Enract from report of Kajor-Generai Hill, C. 8. Army,

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, December 2.J, lRfi'!.
OAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the operatioIls of my commaud

around Fredericksburg.
On December a, my division was sent to Port Royal to prevent the

crossing of the Yaukees at or near that point. Four Yankee ~nnboats

were then lying opposite the town. Rifie pitR were constructed above
the town on the night of the 4th [3d], to prevent the pirates from ascend
ing, and Hardaway's 'Yhitworth gun was placed on Jack's Hill, some 3
miles below the town, and his remaining two g-uns, with Carter's Par
rotts, were placed on the hill due west of the town.

Hardaway opened upon the gunboats about 3 o'clock on the 5th r4th]
instant. Finding the fire too hot for them, they fled back to town, wnere
they were sheltered from Carter's fire. Hardaway continned to pelt
them, and to stop his fire (as is supposed) thle' l'UfllanR commelJ(:ed
shelling the town, full of women and children. The town was partially
destroyed, but a mercifnl God kindly protected thle' inoffensive inhabi
tants. A dog was killed and a negro wounded; no other living being
was injured. Finding that Hardaway'R fire did not slacken, the piratt'~

fled down the river; but now a worse fate awaited them tha.n a distant
canIlonade. The gallant Major Pelham, of General Stuart's Hor,;c
Artillery, had a section of artillery immediately on the hank of thp
river, and gave them a parting salute. He wa~ greet.ed with /.,'Tape alHI
canister and had 1 man killed. There were no casualties at my bat
teries. From Yankee Rources, we learned that the pirates lost 6 killell
and 20 wounded. Whether they overestimated or underestimated their
loss, I do not know. They sometimes lie on one side and sometimes on
another.

In a few days the pirates returned as hig-h as Port Tobl\CCO [Va.],
with five more of their thievish conRorts. Eleven rifle gun~ of Colonel
[J. ThompsonJ Brown's reserve artillery and all my division batteries
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were brought down to the river under cover of a dense fog, and when
it lifted, were opened upon them. The firing was bad, except from the
'Whitworth, and it soon drove them under eover of a thick growth of
woods, where they lay concealed. We have learned from the same
respectable Yankee source that three of the pira.tes were struck (one
t1u'eA time~), and that a eaptain waH killed and four or five other tllieves
knocked on the head. We 1100 110 casualties... .. .. .. .. .. ..

Captain A. S. PENDLE'l'ON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

D. H. HILL,
lIlajor-General.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding PfJf.Q1nac Flotilla.

Order of Acting Master Shankla.nd, U. S. Na'I'JJ, senior officer prellent, to
Actillg .llastel' Street, U. So Navy, commanding U. S. S. Jacob Bell, to
reconnoiter Pratt's Point, Va.

U. S. S. CURIU'l'UCK, December 5,1862.
Sm: You will proceed witll tlle U. S. S. Jacob Bell al>rea.st of Pratt's

Point [Va.], for the pU1110se of reconnoitering. If you are fired into
return it at once. Do not proceed up allY higber.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. F. SHANKLAND,

Acting Jlaster and Senior Officer.
Acting Master WM. T. S1'REET.

Report of Lieutenant· Commander MUlJall', u.s. Nm'y,commanding Second
liirillion Potomac Flotilla, regarding efforts made to float the U. :-i. :-i.
Wyandank.

[U. S. S.] ANACOSTIA,
Oaken Brow, Rappahannock River, December 7, 1R6'2.

SIR: The lVya,ndank is still ashore below. Tlle Yankee, J. Bell, :-iat
ellitf, and Teaser, with a schooner, are at work discharging her. I lUll

in llOpes she will come off with to·morrow morning's tide. '1'he ice
formed this morning almost across the river. Two nights more like
last may close it np.

I learn General l<'ranklin's grand division is in this viduity. I saw
olle corps moving down this way day before yesterday. The Currituck
and Cl£ur de liion are here with me. I will write yon daily.

I have the honor to be, your ol>edient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutena1~t-Com'mander,etc.

Order of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
lillll, to Acting En~ign lFright, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S.
Dragon, regardiUfJ rep01·ted attack upon thllt vessel.

NAVY YARD, W ASHING'l'ON, December 8, 1862.
SIR: I wish to be informed whether ill your passage from the Happa

bannock to the Potomac the Dragon was aground and attacked by tlle
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enemy, and if so how is it that the first intelligence of snch events
comes to your commander in chief through the neWllpapertl'

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilll~.

Acting Ensign ROBER'!' O. WRIGHT,
Oommanding U. S. S. Dragon, Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Ensiglt Wright, U. S. Navy, Oommanding U. S. S.
Dragon, denying nelospaper report regarding attack upon that l'e$sel.

U. S. S. DRAGON,
Navy Yard, Washington, December 8,1862.

SIR: I have to report to you that the statement made in the Evening
Star is without foundation and uutrue in every particular. The Dragon
was not attacked and did not throw a shell into a boat, as is stated in
the paper of the 6th. .

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT C. WRIGHT,

Acting Ensign.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oomma,nding Potomac Flotilla and Washington Navy Yard.

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Magaw, U. S. Navy, Oommanding
Second Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding affairs on Rappahannock
River.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Oaken Brolc, Rappahannock River, December 8, 186:!-p. 1Il.

SIR: I have the honor to report that nothing worthy of note has
occurred during the last twenty-four hours.

The enemy appear to be in less force, opposite, in this vicinity.
The Wyandank is still ashore, but by this time is discharged. I hope

she will come off with this tide.
Weare well and waiting news from General Burnside.
I sent the Ourrituck to the mouth to·day to observe and pilot up the

Freeborn.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant- Oommander.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, etc.

Engagements at Brandywine Hillt Rappahannock River, Va., ])ecernber
10 ana 11, 1862.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, oommandiDg Potomac Flotilla, of various engage
menu with Confederate batteries on the Rappahannock River.

POTOMAC FL01'ILLA,OOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, December 15, 1862.

SIR: I beg leave briefly to report the proceedings of that part of the
flotilla now serving in the Rappahannock.
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On the 4th instant the Ourrituck, Anacostia, Jacob Bell, [andJ O(l'ur de
Lion were attacked at anchor by a battery at Pratt's Landing.

The gunboats present got underway by order of the senior officer
present. Acting Master Shankland engaged the batteries and silenced
them. The Jacob Bell only was struck. Noone was hurt in any of the
vessels.

To avoid a. nseless expenditnre of ammnnition and exposure to the
riflemen who still continued their fire, the vessels were dropped down
to an anchorage 3 miles farther dow,n the river. In passin~ a place
called Pratt's house they exchanged shots with the enemy again, but
as it was dark the effect could not be ascertained.

On the 10th in8tant the Ourrituck, on her return from the mouth of
the Uappahannock, was opened on from Brandywine Hill and about
thirty shots fired at her without effect. We returned the fire and pro
ceeded to the anchorage of the flotilla 3 miles below Port Oonway.
Here the rebels opened fire on the gunboats from a battery about a
mile north of the first. The Ourrituck in this second engagement was
struck twice, the last time by a Parrott shell, which passed through her
side and exploded ill her fire room, wonnding three men: Henry Smith,
fireman, mortally (since dead), Jeremiah Daley (coal heaver) severely;
.Joltn McCluskey (captain forecastle) slightly. This shot broke blower,
blower engine, and steam gauge pipe. The vessel is now at the yard
for repair.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

P. S.-Mr. S. A. Simmons, master of the coal schooner Kadosh, was
mortally wounded on the 10th and died on the 11th.

B.ep.lrt of Lieutenant-Commandllr J(agaw, U. 8. Navy,oommanding 8econd Diviman Potomac
:Plotill&, tranlmittiDg report8 of oommandiDg OIll08rB of v_1a which participated in
tmglIgllJDllDt.

u. S. S. YANKEE,
Oaken Brow Farm, December 10, 1862.

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith tbe reports of the different
officers in reference to the engagement of this afternoon.

The object of the enemy was evidently to drive us down the river, in
which, bowever, they were not successful, and we still occupy the same
position.

My chief regret is tbe wound of Captain Simmons, master of the pri
vate coal scbooller Kadosh, which was seized and brought lJere through
neceBBity. His wound will, in all probability, speedily prove fatal.

'file officers and men of all the vessels engaged performed tbeir duties
to my entire satisfaction.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant·Oommander, etc.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oomdg. Potomac Flotilla and Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.
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[Enclosures.J

U. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Three .ilfiles below Port Conway, Rappahannock River, Va.,

December 10,1862.
SIR: I have the honor to make the following statement:
At 2: 25 p. m., on our return from the mouth of the Happahannock

River, when ahreast of Brandywine Hill, the enemy opened fire 011 us
from the hill, firing some thirty shell at us before we arrived at thiR
anchorage, none of them taking effect. We beat to quarters and returned
tlle fire with our rifle gun. At 2: 40 p. m. came to anchor. 'I'he ehemy
opened fire on the fleet from another battery about a mile nortl1 of the
first. At:3: 20 p. m. received orders to open fire with much elevation.
At 4 p. m. a 30-pounder Parrott percussion shell strnck our ship on the
starboard side 20 inches under water, and as soon as possible we put a
shot plug in the hole without ceasing firing. At 4: 30 p. m. received
orders to cease firing. At 4:35 p. m. a 30-pounder Parrott percussion
shell struck our ship on the starboard side aft the main rigging, going
through into the fire room and exploded, wounding.thret\ men, viz:

Jeremiah Daley (coal heaver), compound fracture of radius of right
forearm and compound fracture of cranium and contused wound of right
foot, with partial loss of first, second, and third toes.

Henry F. Smith (coal heaver), compound fraeture of left femnr at
juncture of middle and upper third, and incised wound of 1ace, laying
bare left side of lower jawbone.

John McCluskey (first·class· fireman), slight contnsion of back in
lower region.

Also broke blower, blower engine, and Rteam gauge pipe. I also state
during the engagement my oflieprs and men behaved nobly. At 7 p. m.
ship still leaking badly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. I..INNEKIN,

Acting Master, Oommanding U. B. S. Ourrituck.
I..ieutenant·(Jommander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Commanding [Second Dit'ision] Potomac Fl()tilla, etc.
[Subenclosure.]

U. S. S. CURRITUCK, DetJember 11, 18(j2.
Sm: I beg leave to report the following casualties occurring in my

department during the engagementwith the enemy's hatteryat Brandy·
wine Hill yesterday, December 10, 1862:

First. Henry F. Smith, coal heaver; compound fracture of left femnr,
little below the junction of Dliddle and upper thirds; lacerated wouud
of left side of face, extending from angle of lower jaw to middle of
upper lip. Died at 2 o'clock p. m. to-day.

Second. Jeremiah Daley, coal heaver; compound fracture of radius
of right forearm; incised wound of right hand, extending into firNt
joint of first finger; componnd fracture of the external table of frontal
bone of the skull; lacerated wound of right foot, with partial loss of
first, second, and third toes.

Third. John McCluskey, first-class fireman; and
Fonrth, William Finnegan, first-class fireman, received slight con

tusions not requiring attention, nor unfitting him for duty.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY JOHNSON,
Aoting Assistant Burgeon, U. 8. NafJY.

THOMAS .J. LINNEKIN, Esq., .
Acting iJfaster, Commanding U.. S. S. Ourrituck.
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u. S. S. YANKEE,
Three Milell below Port Royal, Rappahannock River,

J)ecember 10, 186'2.
SIR: I have the honor to report that at 3 o'clock this afternoon the

enemy opened fire on us from !lo battery ou the south side of the river.
In obedience to yonr order I immediately responded with my 8·inch
gun,32-pounder,and 12-poullder rifle howitzer. I have reason to believe
that our fire was effective. After expending eighteen 8-inch shell,
twenty-one 32-pounder shell, and fourteen SclJenkle shell, I ceased firing,
in accordance with your order. I am happy to say that 110 one was
injured on this ve88el. I must say that the officers and men behaved
admirably.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES W. TURNER,

Ensign and Executil'c Officer, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commauder SAMUEL MAGAW,

CO'lnmanding Flotilla.

[Endorsement.]

Acting Master Ives, commanding, was ab8&lt 011 duty at headquar.
terR. I was on board the Yankee.

S. MAG-AW,
Lieutena,nt· Commander.

u. S. S. ANACOBTIA,
Three Miws below Port Royal, Rappahannock River,

December 11l, 1862.
SIR: I have the honor to report that about 3 o'clock p. m. the euemy

opened fire UI)()n DS from a battery on the south side of the river. In
conformity with your order I responded with 9-inch shell guns and 50·
pound rifle, with apparently good effect. After expending twenty-four
9·inch sheU, I, according to your orders, ceased firing. I am happy to
say that no one was injured on board this vessel.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
NELSON PROVOST,

Acting llfaster, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commander SAlIUEL MAGAW,

• Commanding Flotilla.

I would also say that both officers and men worked nobly.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Rappahannock RivlT, Va., December 10,1862.

SIR: To-day, at 2: 45 p. m., as I was p38sing from this vessel to com·
municate to yon, a battery opened upon the coal schooners lying IIear
the Bell.. I immtAliately returned, and before I reached the vessel one
of the echooners (Sarah Miagej recl'ived a shot in her stern, mortally
wonnding Captain Simmons, of the schooner Kadosh.

I immediately got underway and opened with a 50-pounder rifle and
8-incb shell gun.

N W R-VOL 5--13
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The firing continued until 4: 30 p. m. Many of the enemy's shots fell
arounu and near us, but as they got our range would alter our po!"ition.

No casualty occurred on board this vessel.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servaut,

WM. T. STREET,
Acting j{aster, Oommanding.

Lieutenant·Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,
Ommnalldillg Rappahannock Flotilla.

u. S. S. TEASER,
Three Miles below Port Royal, Rappahannock Ril'er,

December 10, 1862.
SIR: I have the honor to report that about 3.p. m. the enemy opelled

upon us frolll a battery on the south side of the river. I, in aceOl'd
ance with your orders, responded with a 12 and 50 pounder Dahlgren
rifle, and apparently with good eft'ect. After expending twenty-nine
Schenkle shell, I, according to your orders, ceased firing. I am happy
to Bay no one was hurt ou board of this vessel.

I am, very respectfully, your obellient servant,
PHILIP SHERIDAN,

Ensign, Oommanding.
Lieutenaut-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Oommanding Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. B. Navy, oommandiDg Potomac Flotilla, forWarding report
of cuualti81 on board U. 8. B. Currituck.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, Decembet· 29, 1862.

SIR: Herewith you will find enclosed the certificate of the acting
assistaut surgeon of the Ourrit1wk relatiug to the wounded 011 board
that vessel in her engagement with the enemy on the 10th instant.

The case of Mr. Simmons was a peculiarly hard one. He was engaged
in transporting coal ou private account, and his vessel was towed round
to the Rappahannock to supply an immediate need of the flotilla.
While there he received a mortal wound, of which he died in a tew
honrs. •

He leaves an indigent family, for which the flotilla has raised a liberal
subscription.

I think the case o~ this family worthy the consideration of Congress.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na'V'!J.

[Endo."ro.]

RAPPAHA.NNOOK RIVER,
Three Miles below Port Roya,l, December 10, 1862.

SIR: I have to report during the engagement of this day the wound
ing uf Captltin Samuel A. Simmons,· l:lchoonel' Kadosh (fatally); also

* Master of l\ coal' vessel.
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Lieutenant· Commander.
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.Jeremiah Daley and Henry F. Smith (the latter fatally), of the U. S. S.
CltrritUt·k.

I remain, sir, very truly, your obedient servant, "
GEO. B. TODD,

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. S. Yankee.
Captain T. POYNTON lVES,

Commanding U. S. S. Yankee.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Iagaw, U. 8. Navy, commanding Second Division Potomac
Flotilla, of attack upon Pratt'. BId, RaPFahannock Biver.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Oaken Brozr, Rappahannook [River], December 11, 186.2-p. 111.

Sm: I have the honor to report that at the request of General Burn
side I made an attack this morning at daylight on the artillery of the
enemy at Pratt's Bluft' with the Satellite and Jaoob Bell. They left
without firing a shot. I think they had just gotten intellig~nceof the
feint to be made by a portion of Franklin's grand division at Skinker's
Xeck. At the same time the Anacostia opened on the battery below
that attacked us yesterday. They did not respoud, and this evening
there is no appearance of the enemy in our vicinity. The general
wished us to make a noise and we did. Heavy firing has been beard
up the river all day, and we are anxiously awaiting news, The general
may wil'h us to come to Fredericksburg, and we are ready at five min
utes' 1I0tice. I sent the Currituck to Washington with the bodies of
t:aptain Simmons and one of her own men, who died to-day; also one
man badly wounded. She went in company with the coal vessels sud
Jryandank. She is leaking. Weare all well, and only sorry we could
not have been at Fredericksburg t{)-day, but the general thought we
were better off here. He has 353 pieces of artillery, 20 of which would
cover his crossing better than we, as the narrowness of the river
rendered our cooperation impracticable. 'fhe Freebo7'n arrived this
morning.

Very respectfully,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Fwtilla.

Allditional report of Acting JIuter LinnekiD, U. II, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Currituok.

U. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Navy Yard, Washington, December 15,"186.2.

Sm: I beg le.we to state that on the 11th instant or the following
morning at sunrise, Captain Magaw had the fleet divided into three
divisions and opened fire on the batteries that we silenced the night
belore, but got no reply; ceased firing:

I also state that Henry F. Smith died at 2 o'clock p. m., the 11th
instant, of his wounds received on the lOth installt; also Captain S. A.
Simmons, of the coal schooner Kadosh, who was wounded on the 10th,
died the next day of his wounds.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. LINNEKIN,

Acting Master, Commanding U. S. S. Currituck.
Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington, D. C.
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Commendatory letter from LieuteDallt-CemmlUlder Kagaw, tr. 8. lI'lWy, to ADtiDg ....
8treet, tr. 8. lI'avy.

U. S, S. COMMODORE READ,
Potomac Flotilla, NC)1'e1nber H, 1863.

My DEAR SIR: I am happy to say that your duties have been
attended to during your service iu the flotilla to my entire satisfaction.
During the first battle of Fredericksburg, while we were at Oaken
Brow, and att¥lked by the enemy, attempting to drive us from our
position, you had the outpost picket, and the manner in which yon
handled the Jacob Bell, then under your command, elicited the admira·
tion of the whole flotilla. If this little note can be of any service to

. yon, it will much gratify
Your obedieut servant,

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant·OommaT«ler.

Acting Master Commanding W. TELL STREE1',
U. S. S. Fuchsia.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding Seoond
D'irision Potomac Flotilla, to Acting Master Linnek-in, [T. S. N ftvg,
c01nmanding U. S. S. Ourrituck, to proceed to tke Potomac River.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Oak~n Br01fJ, Va., December 11, 1862.

SIR: You will proceed with the Currituck without delay to the
Potomac River and report to Lieutenaut-Commander McCrea at what·
ever point you may find him on the river.

I hand you orders for the Wyandank, now at Brisco (Bristoef] mines.
Yon will act as convoy to her and also to the two coal schooners,
until you meet with Lieutenant·Commander McCrea.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

LieuWnant-Commander, etc.
[Acting Master THOMAS J. LINNEKIN,

Commandittg [T. S. S. Currituck.]

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 11,1862.
Just inside of the month of the Rappahannock River is a large quan

tity of supplies ill barges and steamers. Let them be protected by a
gunboat.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of tke NafJy.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washington.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Oaken &-0'11:' ,December 12, 1862.

Our pickets have just brought IDe word that the enemy
up ea.rthworks some distance above Port Royal. I

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding Second
Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding erection of earthworks by tM
Confederates.

Unofficial. ]

DEAR SIR:
have thrown
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depended upon the pickets for information. Had it been given me
when they first saw what was going on, I could have prevented this
building a battery; it is now too late. We are troubled with fog "every
morning until about noon. I send two ve88els down as far as Fort
Lowry, to examine, etc. We have news of the shelling of Fredericks
burg, and the attempt at crossing. It is not favorable.

Yours, faithfully, in haste,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant· Commander.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD, etc.

[Telegnun.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, December 13, 1862.
Lieutenant-Commander Magaw has received the order to protect the

Army's supplies at the mouth of the Rappahannock, and has sent l\

gunboat there for that purpose.
A. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore.
Hon. SEORETARY OF THE NAVY.

Signals.

U. S. S. YANKEE, December 13, 1862-12:30p. m.
Advance nntil you can see them, and use your discretion about shell

ing them.
Captain MAGAW.

Captain STREET.

u. S. S. YANKEE, December 13, 1862-12: 30 p. m.
Assure yourself that they are not our troops.

Captain MAGAW.
Captain STREET.

u. S. S. YANKEE, December 13,1862-1 p. m.
How many fieldpieces'

Captain MAGAW.
Captain STREET.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL, December 13, 1862-1 p. m.
One ]j~ht fieldpiece and BOrne mounted men. 'fhey have now disap

peared in the direction of the hill, behind Pratt's house.
Captain STREE1'.

Captain MAGAW.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL, Decembet-13, 1862-1 p. m.
Only one. Most of the horses went off riderless.

Oaptain STREE1'"
Captain MAGAW.
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What. did you see'

Captain STREET.

u. S. S. YANKEE, December 13,1862-1 p. m.

Captain MAG-AW.

u. S. S. JAOOB BELL, Decmnber 13, 1862-1:15 p. m.
No enemy now in sight. Shall I go back to the anchorage'

Captain STREET.
Captain MAGAW.

IT. S. S. YANKEE, December 13, 1862-1:20 p. m.
Return to your anchorage.

Oaptain MAGAW.
Captain STREET.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL, December 13,1862-5 p. m.
We went to Pratt's house and saw no enemy.

Captain STREET.
Oapt.ain MAGAW.

Report ofLimttenant·Commander Magatc, U. S. Nary, commanding Second
J)il'ixion Potomac Flotilla, regm'ding affairs on the Rappahannock
River.

Semiofficia1.] U. S. S. YANKEE,
Oaken Brow, Rappaltannock [Rit'er), December 13, 1R62.

DEAR SiR: We al'e still patiently awaiting a message from General
Burnside, but I do not think he wishes us to attempt to get. up until he
has a foothold on the other side. Very rapid and heavy firing lIas been
heard up the river almm.t all day; it must be considerably below Fred
ericksburg; 1 suppose at Skinker's Neck.

The Satellite went down yesterday to look out for the army barges,
ere. She will keep the Creur de Lion, if she thinks it necessary. If
General Ingalls intends to make this river his base for supplies, I think
him crazy. He has It fine railroad from Aquia to Fredericksburg, only
15 miles, and this river will require pilot.s, towing, aud convoy. I
found a squad of cavalry at Pratt's Bluff and sent the Jacob Bell up.
She dispersed them with the third shell; they had a fieldpiece with
them.

I enclose some requisitions for ammunition, etc.· We are not in
immediate want of ammunition; these requisitions are to fill up.

The 1'easer is up from below and reports everything clear. She only
saw a few of the enemy's pickets (cavalry).

Acting Master Street. has behaved with great coolneRR and good
judgment. I have put him in advance since the Satellite left. He is in
temporary command of the Ja.cob Bell.

Nothing positive from the Army up to 7 p. m.
Very respectfully, your servant,

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant-Oommq,nder.

Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Flotilla, etc.



SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant·Oommander.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
. Oommanding Flotilla, etc.

P.8.-1 expect a request from General Burnside to move up, and
hope my next may be from Fredericksburg.
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Report oj .Lieutmaant-Oommander Magaw, U. S. Navy, comma.nding Seoond
Dil'isian Putomac Flotilla, regarding affairs an the Rappahannock
River.

Semiofficial.] . U. S. S. YANKEE,
Oaken Brow, Rappahannock River, December 13,1862-8 p. m.

SIR: 1 have the honor to report all quiet in this vicinity to.day; only
a few of the enemy's cavalry pickets in sight.

We received a message this afternoon of the success of General Burn
side, and at the request of the men cheered ship in all vessels in sight.
I enclose a requisition of the Anacostia.

Very respectfully, your servant,

S. M.

Report oj Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding- Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting certificate oj capture.

OOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, December 15,1862.

SIR: Enclosed 1 forward for your information certificate of capture
made by U. S. schooner Dan Smith, Acting Master B. O. Deau, com
manding, on the 30th ultimo.

lltave the houor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hou. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj tlte Navy.
[EncIOllttre. )

Pownlao Flotilla.-Certifica«e of capture.

Name and character oj prize.-One large, flat-bottomed boat; no
name. One part chest of tea. Four kegs bicarbonate of soda. One
large box of matches, containing 46 dozen in round wooden boxes, 30
dozen paper boxes in packages, 3 boxes fuses. Six boxes, containing
24 dozeu boxes of saponifier or concentrated lye, 1 box and 7 bags
copperas.

n." WhOl1l and by what vessel capture made.-Benjamin O. Dean; U. S.
schooner Dan Smith.

Where andjor what reasons.-At head of Floods Creek; contraband.
The cargo, if any an board.-I~one.]
What papers jo'Und.-[None. ]
RemarkB.-One large, fiat· bottomed boat; worthless; destroyed.

U. S. SCHOONER DAN SMITH,
December 3, 1862.

1 hereby certify that the above·mentioned articles were captured by
the undersigned, commanding the U. S. ldortar schooner Dan Smith, of
the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place de8ignated, and that the
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.
/ BENJ. C. DEAN,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
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Report (!l Lieutenant-Commander lJ[aga,tr, U. 8. Navy, OOftlmanding ffNA
boats in Rappahannock River, regarding propo«ea attack "pOll Port
Royal, Va.

Semiofficial.] , U. S. S. YANKEB,
Oaken Brow, Rappahannock [Riller], De(',ember 16, 1862-p. m.

DEAR 8IR: Yesterday, at the request of Major-General :Burnside,
we prepared to make an attack 011 Port Royal. I sent a message to
the authorities (a cop;y and the reply is herewith enclosed).

As we were getting underway thill morning to go up I received the
following verbal message from the general:

"TC are recr088injC the river, and both Colonel [Benjamin F.] Davi8 and yourself
WU8t b6 governed accordingly.

I did not therefore make any demon8tration, 818 an attack would have
re8ulted ill the destruction of the town and no result, I expect another
attempt on the part of the enemy to drive us down the river, perh;~p8

to· morrow. I have not heard from you hut once; that was your tele
gram in relation to army transportation at the mouth, and you can
imagine what the general's messages are, as the above will show. I
shall hold my position until I am driven off or get instruction8 from you
or suggei;tionR from Burnside.

The news from the Army is discouraging, and the {'nemy are in high
·glee. The 8(~tellite and Creu1' de Lion are at the mouth; the Teaser 11M
gone down to communicate; the Yankee, Freeborn, Anacosti6, and.Jal!Ob
Bell are here. We are all well, but I am 8uffering from one of my
periodical attacks of rheumati8Ili.

I have the honor to be, yours, faithfully,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

.Lie1I.tena.t-Commander.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Flotilla, etc.

[Encloelll'ell.}

U. S. S. YANKEE, December 15, 1862.
A military necessity renders the occupation of the vicinity of Port

Royal desirable to our forceM.
The destruction of the town probably will be the consequence, and I

tllerefore request that all noncombatants be removed before to·morrow
at sunrise.

Very respectfully,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Liet~tenant-Oommander, Oomdg. Gunboats on. the Rappahannock.
l\!ILITARY AND CIVIL AUTHORITIBB AT PORT RoYAL, VA.

Your notice to the citizeu8 or military authorities at Port Roya.l to
the effect that Port Royal or its vicinity require~ your occllpancyhas
been r~e~ved, and in absence ~f any civil authorities I will give notice
to the CItIzen8 to leave by sunrIse to-morrow morning.

• Z. 8. MCGRUDER,
Lieutenant-Oolonel Tenth Virgi"ia Oavalry.

Lieutenant MA.GA.W.



Captain MAGAW.

Captain MAGAW.
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Signals.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL, December 17,1862-9 a. 1M•

. Smoke in the rear of Port l~yal indicates a reenforcement of the
enemy there. More fires than usual were seen there laKt night.

CAMP. [Captain STREET. j

u. S. S. YANKEE, December 17,1862-9 a. m.
An officer may go to headquarters to-night. Advance until you can

discover the force at Port Hoyal; also a.little above thert.". If you meet
with them, fall back to within signal distance.

Captain STREET.

u. S. S. JACOB BELL, December 17, 1862-9: 50 a.. 111.

Enemy are at Pratt's Bluff. Did not t>ee any guns. Fired at infl\n try
behind Pratt'l:! house.

Oaptain STREET.
Captain MAGAW.

Circular f,·om the Secretary of-the Nal'Y regarding rating of contrabands
employed in U. S. Navy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 18,1862.
Persons known as contrabands will not be shipped or enlisted in the

naval service with any higher rating than that of landsman, but if
found qualified after being shipped, may be advanced by the command- .
in~ officer of the vessel in which they serve to the ratings of seaman,
ordinary seaman, fireman, or coal beaver, if their services are needed
ill such ratings, and will be entitled to the corresponding pay. They
will not be transferred from olle vessel to I\llother with a higher rating
than that of landsman, but if discharged on termination of enlistment,
or from a. vessel going out of cowmission, will retain their advanceJ
rating in the discharge.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj the Navy.

Order of Oommadore Harwood, U. 8. Nany, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Acting Master Linnekin, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Our
rituck, regarding transportatw1l ofaiN11lunition to Rappahannock River.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
OO:MM.A.NDAN'l"S OPFlCE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, December 19, 1862.
BIR: Yon will proceed to the Rappahannock River with the Ourrituck,

and on your arrival there report to Lieutenant OOJnlllltllder Ma~aw Rnd
deliver to him the dispatches and also the ammunition, torwunled
according to his requisition.
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In passing through the Potoma<\, if you fall in with Lieutenant
Commander McCrea, show him these orden, and receive instructiollS
from him in case of any impediment to the service you are required to
perform.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. H.ARwoOD,

Commodore, Commanding Powmao Flotilla.
Acting Master T. ,r. LINNEKIN,

Commanding U. S. S. Currituck, Potomac Flotilla.

General Order of CommOMre HMwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, granting permission for the landing of military stores.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA, December 20, 1862.
The regular army tugs and transports furnished with the na.val

Potoma<: pass, duly endorsed by Captain Ferguson, assistant quarter
master, will be permitted to land army subsistence and stores at Aquia,
C.reek and Belle Plain, or at any part of the Virginia shore designated
by the military authorities. This authority is not intended to include
the transshipmeut and landing of sutler's stores or to interfere with any
regulation of the Treasury Department. A form of the naval Potomac
pass, with endorsement to meet the case, is herewith annexed.

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
OommoMre, Commanding Powmao Flotilla.

Ijieutenant-Commander E. P. MOCREA, or tIle
SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER AT OR NEAR AQua CREEK

IN l'HE P01'OMAO RIVER.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, December 20,1862.
(Received 4: 15 p. m.)

I have just received this telegram from General Burnside:
The guuboats llIay be withdrawn from the Rappa.hannock a.t any time you chooae.

A. E. BUHXSIDE,
Major· General.

Shall I withdraw them f
A. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore.
lIon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 20,1862.
Let the gnnboats resume their usual duties of blockade, wat::hillg

especially the mouth of the Rappahannock and other points in that
viciuity. Be ready at any time to perform any duty required by Gen
eral Burnside.

GIDEON WELLES.
Commodore HARWOOD,

Navy Yard, Washington.



SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant- Oommander, etc.
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-Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, com1nanding Second
Division Powmac Flotilla, regarding affairs on the Rappahannock.

u. S. S. YANKEE, December 20,1862.
DEAR Sm: I r~ived yesterday your letter of the 11th instant, con

taining the order in relation to the army supplies at the mouth of the
ltappahannock, the same as before telegraphed by you. It is the first
communication that I have received from you since the 4th instant.

I encloso the last message from General Burnside. It was received
night before last; at the same time I heard that a large body of tIle
enemy had 'paRsed on to the road leading from Falmouth to Washing
ton, via Stafford Court-House. I came at once to this place with the
Freeborn in company, fearing that we might be required to protect the
army stores, sbe stopping to coal at Piney Point.

The Ana.costia, Jacob Bell, and Teaser are at Brisco [BristoeTJ mines,
about 8 miles below Port Conway. The Satellite, with the Creur de Lion,
is at the mouth of the river blockading.

Until the Satellite went down to protect the army supplies at the
month I did notknow that the mortar schooner had left that point, and
that there was no vessel blockading there.

The Teaser goes down to Fort Lowry daily and meets the Creur de
Lion, both of them returning to their stations before night. In this
way the river is examined from Briaoo [Bristoe] mines doWn twice a
day.

Lieutenant-Oommander McCrea writes me under'date of 13th, saying
that you wish me to keep you more freque,ntly advised, etc. I assure
you that I have written to you by way of General Burnside's head
quarters every day, with one exception, since the 5th instant. I have
not had communication otherwise since the Currituck went up the day
after the Oaken Brow affair. The report in relation to that I sent by
land.

General Ingalls recalled his transportation; the vessel sailed for
Aquia Creek on the 19th. I can Bee no use for any of the flotilla in
the Uappahannock now, or until General Burnside is definitely beard
from. 1'he enemy is in force about Port Royal [Va.]; below it squads
of cavalry with rifled artillery.

I met the Currituck to-day, towed down, just above Piney Point; by
hpr I received your letter of the 19th instant, covering three general
orders.

I ordered the Ourrituck to report to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Hays, seuior officer at the mouth of the Rappahannock.

From the nature of'my instructions to that portion of the flotilla now
in the Rappahannock with regat:d to ice, I presume that to·da~r they
have all collected at a point below 'l'appahaIlIlock. .

Very respectfully, your servant,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla,.

P. S.-The Wyandank passed Fort Lowry yesterday afternoon, before
sunset, bound up the R~ppahallnock. I directed her to give lWlmuni
tion to the ve88els above and return forthwith

S. MAGAW,
Lieutenant-Oommander.
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[Eoc!osur6.j

Menage from Oelln'fJl BIlNIride to LitU'Cell6ftl-Com7ll41lder MagatfJ, lmmgllt by /I co-ia
rioMd ojficM, delir'ered Oil lhe llfJelli"9 of 18111 December, 1861, off Briaoo (Briatoe] ai.ea,
1l4JIpako.ftock Bi_.

General Burnside wanted me to communicate with the gunboats, bnt W&Il afraid
to Kend a written displ\tch. Tell Captain Magaw that for the pl'e8ent the Anny is
brGDA'ht to a standstill; to nee his jndgment ill the case of the coming on of cold
weatheri that hiS (General HurnsicI6'1I) communication with W88bington by land,
(Stn.fforu Court-House road) Wall cut off. The Army had recro88lld the river a.nd
saved all the bridges except a few boats.

The above is the message from Ml\jor-General Burnside reft'rred to
in my letter of tbe 19th and received during the night 'of the 18th
December.

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant· Oommaluler, etc.

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Magafc, U. S. NafJY, to Acting Alaster
Linnekin, U. S. Navy, to blockade the mOfttlt of Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Aquia Oreek, December 21,1862.

Sm: Yem will remain at the month of the Rappahannock River until
further ordered, maintaining a strict blockade.

Very respectfully,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Oommafliler.
Acting Master LINNEKIW,

Oommanding Ourrituck.

General Order of (!OfItmodore Har1cood, U. S. Navy, comflUmdillg
POt01ltac Flotilla, regarding tle divi8WnB of his conullaAd aAd their
stations.

GENERAL ORDERS, ~ POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COlllMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

No. 14. Washinflfon, December 22, 1862.
The following vessels will compose the first division of the Potomac

Flotilla, under command of Lieutenant Magaw, U. S. Navy:
Freeborn, Lieutenant-Commander Maga.w.
Yankee, Acting Master Ives.
Teaser, Actin~ Ensign Sheridan.
Resolute, Acting MaHter Tole.
Eureka, Actill~ EnRign Brice.
Mortar 8ohoo1f,eYs.-T. A. Ward, 'Acting Master W. L. Bn.bcock;

Adolph Hugel, Acting MaHter ,J, Van Boskirk.
The limits of the first division will be from Alexandria to Wicomico

River, Maryland.
The station8 as per General Order book will be guarded as way be

necessary.

&oofId Di1lirioft, Potomac Flotilla.

Jaoob Bell, Actin~ Mn.ster Stret't (pro tem.).
Satellite, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant P. Hays.
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Anacostia, Acting 1\faskr Provost.
Ourritvck, Acting )laster Linnekin.
Dragon, Acting Master G. E. Hill.
Reliance, Acting Master l>ockray.
Oretlt' de LWn, Acting Master Browll.
llfortar schooners.-Dan Smith, Acting Matter Dean; George "lIang

ham, Acting Master Collins.
The stations as per General Order book will be guarded as may be

necessary.
Official dispatches will be dated from the station: "---, U. S. S.

--, --- Station, Potomac PlotilIa."
Commanding officers of divisions will inform the commander in chief

the names of vessels on their resv.ective stations, and report any
cbanges from one station to another as soon as such changes have been
made, as well as the reasons for making it.

Wicomico River and Piney Point will be the coal stations. Wyan
dank, storeship, will be the guard sllip at Piney Point till further orders.

Requi8itions for ordnance will be made upon her COIIWlanding officer.
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodo1'e, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

General Order of Oom1tWdo1'e Harl(~ood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac
FIQtilla.

GBNERAL ORDER.] POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, December 22,1862.

The vessels of the Potomac Flotilla will assume their respeetive
duties in the waters of the Potomac, Rappahannock, and Piankatank
rivers. Commanding officers are cautioned against carelessnel:ls or
inattention on the part of watch officers, as it is well known that a 8ur
prise is contemplated by the enemy to capture one or more vessels of
tbe flotilla.. Several complaints have beeu made against the conduct of
boats' crews and the officers in charge. In future any accusation
against men and officers of the flotilla by ~rsons on shore will be
rigidly examined, and the oft'enders will sufter the extreme penalty if
found guilty. Officers will be particular to forward their coaJ. reports,
as it is necessary to keep a certain supply on l1alld.

Strict attention is commanded to the order regarding the coal taken
from army vessels, and also general orders from Navy Department,
December 3 and 12.

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oom'l'lWdore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tiUa, of tM rli8Umption by the vessels of his command of the usual duties
Of blockath.

COllilJlANDANT'S OPFIOE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, December 22, 1862.

SIR: I have to report that your order, communicated by telegram,
tbat the Potomac Flotilla tlhould resume their uHal duties of blockade,
bas beeu executed.
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The Satellite is 8tationed at the mouth of the Rappahannock, and
orders have been givell to ob8crve General Burnside's instructions.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servaul,
ANDw. A. HARWOOD,

('olllllloMre, Commanding Potomac Fwtilla.

lIon. GIDEON \VELLES,
Secretary of tlte Navy.

Instructions from Lieutenant·Commander McCrea, U. S. Nal',lf, command
in!! Second !h"ision Potomac Fwtilla, to Act'ing Master Street, U. S.
Navy, assigned to temporary command of the same.

[U. S. 8.] RELIANCE,
Aquia, Creek, December 22, 1862.

DEAR SIR: You will take charge of the ves8els in the Potomac until
I return. Order the lVyandallk to take guard duty, relieve the Dan
Smith, order Captain Dean to turn over all infOllllatioll and orders, etc.,
to Captain McGowan. Place the ]Jan Smith oft' Herring Creek, George
Mangham oft' Bret~n's Bay, and the Bell at the island. You must take
a suitaLJle vessel, olle that is consigned to Piney Point, and discharge
heron Wicomieo wharf. Take note of the date of' discharge, as I must
make a new contract with Mr. Plowden.

Inform Captaiu McGowan to discharge aU light-draft vessels on Piney
Point until 800 tons have been discharged from the commencement of
discharging. Put about 300 t~ns on Wicomico wharf. Attend to these
matters until I corne down, a.ml keep a lookout for any crossing. Any
vessel with a pass or letter froll1 Captain IC. B.] Ferguson, quarter.
master, or Colonel [D. H.I Ruc'ker, quartermaster, order passed. by the
guard ship, independent t>f any custom-house papers.

I shall go to New York to-morrow night and be back by Monday
down the river. Meet me at the island if not engaged at a.ny of the
coal depots. It is important to fill up the wharveH.

I am glad to hear Buch good accounts of the Bell. I shall try and
a.dvannI you. Say to the officers I am much pleased to hear of their
good conduct.

• • • • • • •
Yours, truly,

E. r. MCCREA.

Actiug Master W. T. STREET,
CQlIw~andillg U. S. S. Jacob Bell.

[T~I~gram·l

A "-lUIA CRI<::gK, December 31, 1862-12 m.
The mortar schooners Racer and Sophronia have just arrived from

Baltimore. I will keep them, supposing you do not want themat the
yard.

Oaptain MAGAW.
Commodore llA!RWOOD.



JOHN McGOWAN, Jr.,
Acting Master, Commanding.

OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 207

Order of Oommodore Harwood, U. 8. Na.vy, comrnanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Lieutenant-Oommander .Magaw, U. R. Nat'y, commanding F'i-rst
Division, regarding mortar schooners Racer and Sophronia,.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, December ,U, 1862.
SIR: I have received your telegram of this morning in relation to

the ]{lu'cr and Sophronia. .
You will please dispose of these vessels to the best advantage for the

pre!'ent.
I enclose circulars from the Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANUW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Lieutenant-Commander SAML. MAGAW,

Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Ac~ing Master McGowan, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. R. R.
Wyandank, regarding coal.

U. S. S. WYANDANK,
Piney Point, January 2,1863.

SIR: I would respectfully report that in obedience to a verbal order
from Lieutenant-Commander 1::;. Magaw to stop the first coal schooner
that came along, so as to get coal to proceed to the Happahannock
with, I seized the schooner Star, of New York, on the 2d of December,
1862, and took out of her 37 tons of coal, also giving the commanding
officers of the Resolute and Dragon orders to take what they required.
The Resolute took 15 alld the Dragon 1~ tons. Both vessels had beell
entirely out of coal for three days, and I had but 1 ton on board this
vessel at the time I stopped the schooner.

The Dragon having been sent from the Rappahannock by Lieutenant
Commander E. P. McCrea with orders to tow the first coal schooner slle
came across to the fleet on that river, and knowing that the vessels
were nearly if not entirely out of coal, as there was no chance for them
to fill up before they started, I gave the commanding officer of that ves
sel orders to tow the private coal schooner Kadosh to their relief.

Hoping this will meet with your approval, I am, very respectfu}ly,
your obedient servant,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
C01llmanding Potomac Floti"fZa and Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

&part of Acti'fl.g Vol1tnteer Lim/tenant Hays, U. 8. Na1'y, commanding
U. /$. S. /$atellite, of destruct'ion of a schooner in the Piankatank R,iver.

U. S. S. SATELLITE,
Statum H, Potomac Flotilla, January 2,1863.

SIR: Having ~ained information of a schooner running the blockade
in l'iankatunk HiveI' on the night of the 20th of December, 1862, with
a carg-o of salt, I proceeded this morning with the steamers Ourrituck
and Anaeolltia, accompanied by the Ella, up that river about 8 or 10
miles, which was aN far as our vessels could go on account of shoal



P. HAYS,
Acting rolunteer LielItlmant, Commanding Satellite.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla and Navy Yard, Waskingtotl; D. C.
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water. We learned from no prisoner we had on board that the schooner
was in a creek some 5 miles below. 'We immediately proceeded down
to the creek and I sent the Currituck np abont 1~ miles, when she ran
ashore. I sent the Ella to ller assistance to tow her off. At this time
the rebels discovered our intentions and set fire to the schooner and
deRtroyed her before we could get to lieI'. We then threw a few shells
in that direction. .

J afterwards learned 011 shore that the schooner had been discharged,
and her cargo sent to l{iclllnond~

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Report of Oommod{)re Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Fw..
UUa, regarding captured sloop Potter, of Baltimore.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YA.RD,
WlU/tington, January 9,1863.

SIR: Herewith I beg leave to enclose a duplicate certi ficate of cap
ture, No.1, of the sloop Potter, of Baltimore, by the U. S. S. Currituck,
on the 3d instant.

The persons and papers have been placed at the disposal of the dis
trict eourt.

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommorrore, Oomma.ruling Potomac Fwtilla.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tlte Navy, Navy Department.

[Enclosure.]

Pot0m4c Flotilla.-Cerlijicate of oaplwre.

Name a,nd cho.racter ofprize.-Sloop Potter, of Baltimore.
By u:hom and by 1rhat 1'essel capture made.-Thomas J. Linuekin,

U. S. S. Ourrituck.
When capture made.-January 3, 1863.
Where and for what relUuus.-Between Windmill Point and Smith's

Point, between the moutlls of the Potomac and the Rappahannock
rivers t for not having legal papers, and baving on board articles other
than that allowed by llis permit, aDd for llaving taken a cargo to and
carried on trade with the blockaded eountry, as proved by papers found
on board, and by the captain's OWlJ admission.

The cargo, if any on board.-Oysters, old rags, old brass, old iron,
tobacco, raw hides, old copper.

W hat papers fou1Id.-Vouchers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. accompanying.
Remarks.-Prisouers' names: William S. Watson, captain; James

Banks, cook; William F. Forrest, Solomon Evans.
JANUARY 3,1863.

I hereby certify that the above-mentioned sloop was captured by the
undersigned, commanding the U. H. S. Currituck, of the Potomac
Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the above
and annexed statement is true ill evel'y particular.

T. J. LINNEKIN.
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Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, transmitting certijictde of capture of schooner Exchange.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, January 10, 1863.

SIR: Herewith I beg leave to enclose a duplicate certificate of cap
ture of the schooner Exc/uinge by the U. S. S. Anacostia on the 28th
ultimo.

The persons have been placed at the disposal of the district court.
I have the honor to be, with great respeot, your obedieut servant,

A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Commanding Potofnac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, N a'lJ!f ])epartment.

(Encl..-ure.]

Potomac Flotilla.-Certijicau of captllre.

Name attil character ofprize.-Schooner Exchange.
By lChom and by what vessel capture made.-Anacostia.
When capture made.-December 28, 1862.
Where and for what rea807l&.-Rappahlmnock River; not having any

permit or pass from the Department.
Tile cargo, if any On board.-None.
ll'hat papers found.-None.
R~arks.-There were two men on this vessel when captured, WllO

!ltated that they came here on account of the weather for harbor, and
also stated they were bonnd for Baltimore, where Mr. Trader, the
owner, would meet them, he havin~ the required papers. Their names
are James Marchant and William Winder. They having no papers, I
seized her 88 a prize to the United States.

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER, January 2,186'3.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned schooner was captured by

the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Anacostia, of the Potomac
Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the above
aD(~ annexed statement is true in every particular.

NELSON PROVOST,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

Destruction of salt 100t'ks, January 12, and capture of Oonfederate schooner
Hampton, January 13,1863, by U. S. S. Currituck.

Report at CommocIore Harwood, U. B. Navy, oommandjng Potomac Flotilla, with B1Ioloeuret..

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, January 19, 1863.

8m: Your letter- oftbe 17th instant, indicating Dividing Creek as a
place tb which contrabandists from Baltimore were taking supplies to
the enemy, was duly received.

I have the satisfaction to inform the Department that commenoable
vigilance has beeu exercised by the vessels of the flotilla in the quarter

• See p. 214.
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referred to. The Leslie arrived yesterday with tlte schooner Ha'ntpl</II"
of Baltimore, in tow, captured by the Ourrituck, Acting' Moster Lin
nekin, on the morning of thf\ 13th inlltant in Dividing Creek.

The vessel cleared (li~ht), ostensibly for the oyster trade, but took in
her cargo, I am informed, at Baltimore. She had 011 board several
passengers, who, from letters found on board, appear to be persons who
have been in the habit of passing to and from Virginia.

At the time of the capture of the Hampt-OII, a canoe at the same
place escaped, but was afterwards taken at Indian Creek; not, however,
until the crew had escaped to the woods and the principal part of her
carg-o had been (it is supposed) thrown overboard.

I have ah~o to report that on the day before these occnrrences the
Ourrituck broke up for the preseut an establishment for supplying salt
to H.ichmond by destroying the kettles.

I enclose herewith:
First. .A. copy of Acting Master Linnekin's report of the transaction

iust mentioned.
Second. Certificate of capture of the schooner Hampton.
Third. Oertificate of capture of canoe at Dividing and Indian creeks.
I ltave the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla..

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[EnclOllurea.)

u. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Dividing Oreek, Va., Jamtat·y 12, 186.'1.

Sm: I beg to report on my arrival here, from information obtained
from a negro, 1 proceeded to the South West Branch aud found a large
manufactory for salt in a steam sawmill, owned by a man named Oscar
Yerby. He has heen extensively engaged in supplying Richmond with
salt.

1 sent a party on shore in charge of the executive officer to destroy
the works. They defltroyed all the kettles, etc., with the exception of
the boiler, which they were ullabJe to destroy, owing to its being very
lteavify hricked round, and ullle8s we burned the mill and a large
quantity of lumber. I left word for Yerby to dillcontinue the manu
facture of salt, otherwil';e I would raze all his buildin~s to the ground
at some future day. J also ascertailled that vessels run in here with
contraband ~oods, very frequently furnishing the inhabitants with all
they need.

Not having any clmrt of tile plaee I rlid not venture in until to-day;
the weather bein~ so moderate I succesRfnlly entered. Now, that I am
acquainted with the entrance of the creek, I shall keep a sharp lookout
ail]ong as I am on this sta~ion.

Very respeetfully, ;yollr obedient servant,
T. J. IjINNEKTN,

Acting ~Ala~ter, Commanding.
Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Nat'y }"ard, Washington, D. O.

.,
Powmac Flotil1a.-Certijirote of capture.

Name and cha,racter of prize.-Schooller Hampton, Deal's JRJand.
B!/ 1rho1n alld 1rlWt vessel capture made.-H. S. S. Currituck; T.•J.

Linnekin, comma.nding.
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Whtm capture mad~.-January 1~, 1863.
Where, and for what reason8.-Dividing Creek, Va.; rnnningthe block

ade with a general cargo from Baltimore.
The cargo, if any on board.-Miscellaneous freight.
What paper8 found.-VoUeher 1, box containing miscellaneous papers;

voucher 2, book supposed to be a tally of part of cargo; voucher 3,
*1,650 in bonds and d"'mand notes' voucher 4, $604.35 in bank bills;
voucher 5, '130 in bank bills; voucher 6, $26.25 in bank bills; voucher
7, '25 in gold; voucher 8, $2.25 in bills; voucher 9, permanent enroll·
ment, dated at Deal's Island, July 28, 1862; voucher 10, custom-house
license, dated at Deal's Island, July 28, 1862; voucher 11, coastin~

manifest, dated at Deal's Island, December 30, 1862; voucher 12, cus
tom-bouse permit, dated at Baltimore, January 8,1863.

Remarks.-Names of prisoners: William L. Gage, of Baltimore; R. F.
Crisp, of Baltimore; Fred Toomey, of Baltimore; William Rowe (cap
tain), of Deal's Island; Alex. Webster, cabin boy, of Deal's Island;
Wesley Milburn (colored), deck hand, of Deal's Island; Frank Evans
(colored), deck hand, of Baltimore; Daniel Rice (colored), deck hand,
of Baltimore.

JANUARY 13, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above·mentioned schooner Hamptor~ was

captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Cltrritttck, of
the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

T. J. LINNEKIN.

Potomac Flotilla.-Cel·tijicate of oapture.

Name and character ojprize.-A canoe; no name.
By Irhom a'ld by /Chat ves8el capture made.-U. S. S. Currituck, T. J.

Linnekin, commanding. '
Il'/wn (:apture 1nad~.-Jannary 13, 1863.
Where and for what reason8.-Indian Creek, Va.; running the

bloekade.
The cargo, if any on ooard.-Two barrels of whisky.
What pajJer8 jOltM.-None.
RemarkB.-None.

JANUARY 13, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned canoe was captnred by the

undersigned, (,'OlI1manding the U. 1;. S. Currituck, of the Potomac Flo·
tilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the above and
annexed statement is true in every particular.

T. J. LINNEKIN.

Ieport of AotiDg Kuter Linnekin, U. 8. Iiavy, commanding U 8. 8. Currituok, regarding
capture of IOhooner Hampton.

u. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Dividing Creek, Va., January 13, 1863.

SIR: I have to report the capture at 2 o'clock this morning of the
schooner Hampton, of Baltimore, Captain William Rowe, laden with a
quantity of miscellaneons freight too general to ellumerate. I send you
a supposed tally of part of the cargo, also a large qnantity of docu
ments and money found on the prisoners. The trunk, marked" R. S.
Izard,~ was found in the main hold broken open. I forward it to you
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as we found it, taking the precautio~ to seal it up. My reasoD ill doing
so was owing to the large quantity of small articles found in it, includ
ing (as I am informed by the surgeon) some valuable drugs. You will
find the hatches of the schooner also sealed. There are quite l\ Dumber
of small and valuable articles in the hold. I beg to refer you to the
cabin boy, Alexander "Webster; he can give you collsiderable informa
tion as to the cargo,etc. I send the money,amouuting to *787.85,Qud
promissory notes amounting to $1,650.41, in charge of Paymaster Frank
Clarke, of this vesliel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. LINNEKIN,

Acting Master, Comfnanding.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Pototnac Flotilla, Wa8kington, E. C.

OommendakJry letkr from Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, oommlulliug Potomac F1cItilla,
to ActiDg ....ter LiDneltin, U. 8. Navy, COmm&lldiDg U. 8. 8. Currituck.

NAVY YARD,WASHINGTON, January 19,1863.
SIR: Your letters of the 12th and 13th instant, announcing the par

tial destruction of salt works and the capture of the schooner Hamptrm
and a cauoe engaged in smuggling, have beeu received.

I had just received from the Navy Department infonnation of exten
sive operations at Dividing Creek, and it WlloS particularly gratifying
to me to give the Department satisfactory evidence that the Potomac
Flotilla was on the alert.

Be on your guard when at anchor near the land against surprises.
Have your bm\l'ding nettings made and regularly triced up, and your
arms always in order and ready for UBe.

Do not at any time or for any cause relax your vigilance.
Yours, respectfully,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Master T. J. LINNEKIN,
Commanding U. S. S. Currituck.

Letter from Commod,ore H4rwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to the Secretary of the Navy, regarding affairs of the Flotilla.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, January 14,1863.

SIR: The letter from Amos Tuck, esq., to his Excellency the Presi
dent, and its enclosures, transmitted in your letter of the 8th instant,
are herewith returued.

The same communication, word for word, had reached me through
Acting l\'llloSter Provost, of the U. S. S. Anacostia.

Lieutenant-Commander McCrea sent two vessels and launches for the
purpose of cutting the vessel out of Stutt's Creek that ran the block
ade some time ago, but when within one-quarter of a mile of her, the
eoomy, discovering his intention, set fire to the vessel. An expedition
is now being organized with launches which will have some moral effect
if no actual result upon the people around the waters of the Piankatank.
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The SDlugglingoperations in this qua.rterwill be closely watched, and
additional preparations have been made to deal with armed parties of
insurrectioni sts.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding PototltatJ Flotilla.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

8ec,·etary of the Navy, Navy I>epartment.

Letterfrom Lieutenant· Comtnander Magatl', U. S. Navy, commanding First
Division, to Commodore Har1l'00d, U. 8. Nm'y, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, relative to cooperation with the Army at Fredericksburg, l'a.

~miofficial and confidential.] [U. S. S.] FREEBORN,
Off Aquia Creek, Ja,uua,ry 14, 18(j3-8 p. m.

DEAR Sm: General Burnside has at last asked us to cooperate, and I
am honrly expecting definite instrllctiollR. I have asked for aud gotten
fonr army tugs for tIle mortar vessels.

The present understanding is that we are to make a feint at some
eligible point on the Rappahannock, accompanied by a body of raw
troops in transports, and the Army of the Potomac is to cross the Hap
pabannock at fords above Fredericksburg. Weare prepared to move
at once, and I shall take all the available force, leaving the month of
the Rappahannock blockaded•
. I will send you a copy of my instructions from General Burnside as

soon as I receive them.
We will do our best.

Yours, respectfully and faithfully,

Commodore ANDRBW A. HARWOOD,
Comttw,nding Potomac Flotilla and Navy Yard, Wasltington.

Letter from Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, to lAeutenant·Commander Magaw, U, S }/a»y, commanding First
]XfJisiOA, regarding oooperation 1dth Gelleral Burnside, U. S. Army,
Bad rigilance against surprises of the enmny.

Semiofficial.] NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, January 17, 1R(j3.
SIR: I have received your Remiofficial and confidential diRpatch, and

immediately sent Captain McCrea down the river in order that he
might Kallll me any intelligence necessary for the efficient supply of the
flotilla and to confer witI. you.

You are aware that the Department directs that you accede to the
~ishesofGeneral Bnrnside in eVeI'y particular in which it is practicable
to do so. I feel confident you will do your best to help the good cause
and maintain the honor ofthe Navy.

lwish you to exercise vigilance in keeping the commanders, especially
of the small tugs and other vessels, on the alert for night surpriseR and

. attack by boarding at any time. The disaster at Galveston wiII prob·
ably put it in the headR of the enemy in. the neighborhood of the Hap
pahannock to try their haud in the same line.
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ANnw. A. HARWOOD.

Lieutenant·Commander S. MAGAW, U. S. Navy.

The boarding nettings should be in order and in place, the howit7-ers
and small arms loaded, and the idea genex:ally inculcated that it will
be a disgrace of the worst kiud to be caught napping.

Reports have been rife in the city of the crossing of the Army of the
Potomac, but not having heard anything more from you I have consid
ered the rumors as the shadows of coming events.

1 llave been detaining the King Philip for the regulation paper, but
if it does not come by 3 o'clock I can detain her no longer.

I wish to draw your attention to the rule of the Department about
forwarding letters, Article II of the General Order regulating corre
spondence.

You will see that in all cases presented for the decision of the Depart
mcnt an opinion is required.

Yours, with regard, truly,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore HarlDood, U. 8. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, enjoining speciallligilance at Ditliditlg
Creek, Virginia.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 17,1863.
SIR: An intercepted letter from a noted rebel source indicates

Dividing Crcek, between the mouths of the Rappahannock and Poto
Dlac rivers, as a place into which vessels with a clearance for BaltimoM1
but with supplies for the rebels, can run. It would be well to give
instructions to the vessels upon that station to look to that point.

Yery respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na'IJY.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commandant NallY Yard, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander McCrea, U. S. Navy, commanding Sec
ond lHlliliion Potomac Flotilla, regarding ajJiril's of his command.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Potomac Flotilla, Ja,nuQt'y 18,1863.

SIR: I llave the honor to make you the following report:
I arrived at Piney Point this day, having stopped at Aqnia Creek

en route, and detained by low tide in Dukehart's Channel, being agronnd
for some hours. Lieutenant-Commander Magaw will take two of Illy
mortar schoonrr.~ at some fnture time for a specified purpose, which
will somewhat disarrange my plans for the Wyandank.

The launches will go to the Rappahannock in a day or tW0z-though
I will be governed a great deal by Lieutenant-Commander Magaw's
movements.

I have sent your letter in part to Acting Master Dean, disapproving
of his conduct in regard to the revenue steamer Hercules. aud will
report further regarding her when I next visit the Rappahannock ves
sels. I trust we will ~oon receive ligllt-draft vessels with coal, as a
demand on the coal pile will BOon be made. There is now at the depot
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275 tons this day. The Satellite is here. I have ordered a survey upon
her pillow blocks, rep<?rted damaged. Should she not be able to go to
the Rappahannock she will relieve the lVyandank as guard 8hip. I
would earnestly request an immediate return of the lVyandank as soon
as filled with provisions, as two or three vessels have no flour or beans
alld other necessary articles.

The Ourrituck is here for coal. She leaves to·morrow for her station
ill the Rappahannock. The Anacostia is in the Rappahannock also.

I have sent a copy of your instructions to the vessels regarding
revellue vessels.

The King Philip will leave to-morrow for Washington.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. P. MCOREA,
Lieutenant-Oommander and Adjtttant, Second Di·vision.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
0011lmanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master Linnekin, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Ourrituck, of captures made by tha.t vessel.

U. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Indian Oreek, Va., January 20,1868.

SIR: I beg to report I left the Wicomico this morning at daybreak
for the Rappahannock with mails for the Anacostia. On passin~ this
place I saw a canoe standing in and immediately gave chase. On my
getting inside we descried her abont one-half mile farther up the creek.
I immediately sent two boats in charge of the executive officer, who
found ber on the beach, the goods removed, and the crew escaped.
They succeeded, however, with the assistance of a negro, in finding the
goods and another canoe, which I am informed ran the blockade a few
hours previously. On referring to the accompanying index, you will
perceive there were sufficient goods captured to freight the two canoes.
Considering thfl canoes worthless, I have retained one and given the
other to the Anacostia; they lDay be useful in navigating the numerous
creeks on this coast.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. LINNEKIN,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Navy Yard, lVashington, D. C.

Statement ofGeorge R. fla'vis, esq., commanding steam tug A tlantie, regard
illg the loss of barges J. O. Davis and Liberty in Potomac River.

U. S. SOHOONER DAN SMITH,
Station G, St. Mary's River, January 21, 1868.

This is to certify that I, George R. Davis, of the steam tug Atlantic,
of Philadelphia [Baltimore'J, chartered by Govefllment, left Aquia
Creek on the 15th instant, bound to Baltimore, with six barges in tow
from the quartermaster's department. The weather being bad, I
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anchored at Gornfield Harbor at 11 p. m. The bargt's broke adrift
flOm thitl anchorage; II] picked up three and towed them into St.
Mary's River. Arrived at St. Mary's River at 4 a. m of date. At 1
p. JII. I started in pursuit of said lost barges, and found that two of them,
the .J. C. Davis, of Philadelphia, and Libet-ty, of Reading, PII.., had fallen
into the hands of the enemy at Ooan River, Virginia; that tht'y had
plundered the barges, robbed the men or their money, clothing, anI!
provisions, as I learned from Captain William Kerkeslegen, of barge
Flag of our Union. I saw the men on said barges, bot could not ~t.>t

them off, fearing an attack from the enemy and the C3pture of my boat;
I waH torced to abandon them.

GEORGE R. DAVIS,
Commanding Steam Tug Atlantic, of Baltimore [Philadelphia f].

Statement of the captainB of barges J. C. Davis and Liberty, regardixg
the wss of their 'Vtssels in the Potomac River.

U. S. SOHOONER DAN SMITH,
St..11ary's River, Station G, January 23,1863.

This is to certify that I, Capt. Martin O'Brien, of the barge J. C.
Davis, of Philadelphia, and Samuel Care, captain pro tern of barge
Liberty, of Reading, left Belle Plain 011 the 15th instant, towed by steam
tug Atlantic, Captain Davis, bound to Baltimore. On the 18th instant
we anchored at Cornfield Harbor, Maryland. On the 20th instant, wind
blowing heavy, at 9 p. m. we broke adrirt from our anchorage and
drifted to Ooon niver, Virginia, and on the 21st were boArded by the
enemy, who plundered ns of our money, clothing, and provisions, and
took the barge Liberty about 4 mil&! up the creek the J. C. Dam"
being aground at the time. We then secreted ourselves in the woodtl
until taken oft· by your boat. We fonnd it impossible to tlave the
boats and they were set fire to and destroyed by your boat's crew.
The auove statement is correct in every particular.

hiIl
MARTIN x O'BRIEN,

mark.
Oaptain Of Barge J. C. Dutm.

SAMUEL CARE,
Captt~inof Barge Liberty.

Witness:
F. L. HARRIS,

Acting Ensign, Executive Ojftcer.

Report of Cmnmodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commandi,,!! Potomac Flo
tilla, of the destruction of tM barges J. O. Davis and Liberty, and
rescue of crmes.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFIOE, NAVY YARD,

Washi,,!!ton, January 26,1863.
SIR: On the 22d instant, Acting Master Dea.n, commanding the

U. S. schooner Dan Smith, stationed at St. Mary's River, was informed
by the waster of the steamer Atlantic tbat he had lost two barges, and
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that they were in Ooan River, Virginia, in possession of the enemy, and
that ~he e.ews had been stripped of their money, clothes, and provi
sions, and the boats of their sails, rigging, etc.

Acting Ensign Harris was ordered to Ooan River with an armed cut
ter to rescue the crews and recapture or destroy the boats. He found
the boats ill possession of the rebels (who retired at his approach), one
4 and the other 7 miles up a creek, and not being able to save them he
destroyed them by fire.

lIe rescued the crews of the barges, whom he fonnd secreted in the
woods. They were restored to their vessel, the Atlantic, described as
being in Government employ, which vessel has returned to Baltimore.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac FWtilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

Report of lAeutmurnt·Commander McCrea, U. S. NafJY, commandillg
&cond DilJision Potomac Flotilla, regarding affairs of his command
and violation of the blockade.

BLA.KISTONE ISLAND,
Potol1£ac Flotilla, January 23, 1863.

Sm: The King Philip arrived to-day with your several dispatches. I
had already ordered an a.cting master's mate (E. Jones) to the George
,Uangham, and therefore have ordered Acting Master's :Mate Marshall
to the Jacob Bell on temporary service.

I have no moons at present to communica~ with the Anacostia or
Currituck, having no tugs or vessels to send around, consequently have
temporarily placed the officers and men destined for said vessels aboard
those in the Potomac until an opportunity arises for delivering them.
The Jews are again commencing to cross the river. They carry money
3Cross--Treasury notes and Sonthern money-and return with gold and
silver. My small force and length of coast to guard is of but little
avail. A detective in the daily Leonardtown stage would be of great
use. It leaves Washington early every morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCOREA,

. Lieutenant-Commander and Adjutant.
CODllllodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Lieutenant·CommaMer McCrea, U. S. Navy, commanding
&cond lJiwwn Potomac Flotilla, regaraing captures.

U. S. S. JAOOB BELL,
Potomac Flotilla, January 26,1863.

SIR: I s~nd the Jacob Bell up to W Rshington with nineteen prisoners,
captured within the last three dRyS crossing the river. I send a mail,
which was thrown overboard but saved in time uninjured.. I refer you
to the" Remarks" in certificate of capture. I would like more vessels,
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if possible. Could you spare the King Philip for a few days! I would
like her placed at my dispositiou. I have to remaiu iu Leonardtown an
indefinite period, and I purpose to send thiR vessel cruising and remain
on shore. The King Philip would be of service in bringing me away
and taking up ltny prisoners captured by the vessels. I am obliged to
send up a large number of prisoners, for the vessels can not keep them
aboard. Your dispatches per Reliance were received h\8t night. The
Reliance has gone to the Rappahannock with mails, etc.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant- Oommander and Adjutant.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Lieutenant-Oomm!1-nder McOrea, U. 8. Navy, commandiny
Second Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding captures.

BRETON'S BAY, January 27,1863.
SIR: I have the honor to forward you per Reliance thirteen prisoners

and two sloops, with goods, etc. Please to send the Reliance back as
soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Oommander, Second Division, and Adjutant.
Comlllodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

RC1JOrt of Oommodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding prisoners.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
OOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, January 28,1863.
SIR: I have to report the arrival yesterday afternoon of the U. S. S.

Ja~'ob Bell, with twenty.three prisoners and the contraband goods men
tioned in the enclotled certifica.te of capture.

One of these prisoners, W. T. Littlepa,ge, was captured last Novem
ber and consigned to the military authorities. He has returned to hit!
llUsines8 of running the blockade, and, as I presume there is no mili·
tary court to try the offense, I have placed him, with the rest, in the
hands of the district court.

I takc tltis opportunity to remark that the disposal of prisoners has
been an embarrassing one to me, as, after taking great pains to dimin
ish the contraband trade, I find that the regular runners contrive to
get oft' with a short confinement and that I do not receive any notice
of their release.

Two of the men on the certificate of capture, William Delano and
William Short, are, I think, notoriou8 sympathizers and contrabandists,
aud I should like to have an opportunity of identifying th~m, and, if
they prove to be the persons mentioned in certain correspondence
whi(~h has passed through m)" hands, they ought not to be released
without giving heavy bonds for their future behavior.
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I regret to say that the contraband trade is reviving and that it can
not be effectually checked without more vessels.

I have order('.d the King Philip, which is only fit for river work, for
temporary service in" the river.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Plotil/a.
HOH. GIDJo~ON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Endorsement.)

Commodore Harwood should have proper facilities for identifying the
persons meutiolled, and every available assistallce and aid in eheckillg
the contraband traffic.

[Enclosure.]

Potomac FlotilllJ.-Certifloate8 of captUf'e.

Name and character of the prize.-Boat No.1; no name. Prisoners:
W. Walter Ward, T. F. Kater, Raymond Davis, Coleman Hecht,
A.•Jackson, M. Sleigenhammer, A. Frenkle, W. Lang-ley, George Ham
mitt, W. Lawrence (negro), John W. Pentz, Walter Barnes (negroes).

By 1l'hom and by 1chat vessel capture made.---James McDonald, acting
master's mate.

Wilen capture made.---January 24, 1863.
Where andfor 1l'hat reasons.-Oft' Posey's Bluff, Potomac River.
The cargo, if any on board......,...Three barrels whisky, 4 boxes, ~ truHks,

4 valises, 3 carpetbags, 1 bag.
lVhat papers found.-None.
Relllarks.-Boat captured while running the blockade. Boat de

stroyed.

Name and character oj the prize.-Boat No.2; 110 name. Prisollers:
W. 'f. Littlepnge, D. C. Gardner, William H. Gurge.

By 1l'hotn and by 1C'hat vessel capture made.-Erick Gabrielson, l\(~tillg

masttlr's mate.
When capture made.---January 25, 1863.
W/i.e1le and (rw what rea.sons.-Off Ragged Point, Potomac River.
The cargo, ifany on board.-Three barrels whisky, 3 kegs, 1 bll.le twine,

1 bag coffee, 3 valises.
What papers found.-None.
Remarks.-Boat captured while rnnning the blockade. Boat de

stroyed; 1 valise empty.

Name and character of the prize.-Boat No.3; no name. Prisoners:
William Delano, William H. Short, William Thompson.

By 1llhom and by 1chat vessel captftre made.-Eri~!: Gabrielson, acting
master's mate.

When capture made.---Jannary 25, 1863.
Whffe a,nd for what reasons.-Oft· Floods Oreek, Potomac River.
The cargo, ij any on board.-Six boxes, 4 bags shot.
What papers jound.-None.
Remarks.-Boat captured while running the blockade. Boat de

stroyed. Articles not specified; contents unknown.
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STATION F, January 26,1863.

I hereby certify that the above-mentioned prisoners and goods were
captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. schooner Ooorge
Mang/tam, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above desig
nated, and that the above and annexed statement is true in every par
ticular.

JOHN COLLINS, Jr.
Acting Master, Oommanding.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding PotomQ-e Flo
tilla, transmitting certificates of capture.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

.Wa8hington, January 30,1863.
SIR: I beg leave to forward for the infonnation of the Department

a certificate of capture made by the U. S. S. Ourrituck on the 20th
instant.

The goods are now at this yard.
I1J.ave the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant.,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac F 10tiUa,

HOll. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Nat'Y Department.

[Enclosures.)

Polomac FlolilZa.-CerlijicaU>.8 of capture.

Name and charu-eter of tlte prize.-Two canoes; no name.
By tchom and by what vessel capture made.-Ourrituck; T. J. Linnekin,

commanding.
When capture made.-January 20, 1863.
lV/tere and for tohat reasons.-Indiao Creek, Virginia; employed ill

running the blockade.
The cargo, if' any on board.-None.
What papers found.-None.

Nattie and character of the prize.-MiscellanoouR freight.
By trhom and by trhat t)essel capture made.-Ourrittwk; T.•1. Linnekin,

commanding.
W hen capture made.-Jannary 20, 1863.
Where and for tf'hat reasons.-Indian Creek, Virginia.
The cargo, if any on board.-[None.J
What papers found.-None. .
Remarks.-See 8c~ednle attached.

JANUARY 20, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above·mentioned two canoes and a lot of

miscellaneous freight were captured by the undersigned, commandinjC
the U. S. 8. Ourrituck, of the Potomac Flot.illa, at the time and place
above designated, Bud that the above and annexed statement is true
ill every particular.
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Captures made by U. S. S. Currituok, January 23 and 25, 1863.

Report of Commodore llarwood, U. 8. Navy, oommaIuling Potomae Flotilla, transmitting
oertiflcate8 of capture.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, January 30,1863.
SIR: I enclose for the information of the Department n. certificate of

l~aptl1re of a sloop and nine canoes, with thirteen prisoners and a quan
tit)· of contraband goods, by the Ourrit1wk. I have this day placed
tlleUl in the hands of the civil authorities.

All the captures have been made between the mouths of the Potomac
aud the Piankatank rivers.

In a letter from Acting Master Linnekin, dated 2:ld instant, then at
the mouth of Jackson Oreek, in the Piankatank River, [he reports]
that in the South West Branch they found a sloop anchored and
scuttled in two places. Boats were sent to bring her out. The leaks
were stopped and the water pumped out of the hold.

A party was sent on shore in search of the goods taken from the
sloop, bnt without snccess; they succeeded, however, in capturing two
prisoners.

While towing the sloop ofl', the party were attacked by about thirty
litlemen from a thick woods, who kept up a lively fire, calliIig for Act
ing 1rlaster's Mate Nelson to give up the sloop. He very coolly and
bra\-ely brought her oft' under a heavy fire, steering himself.

I"ortunately, no one was hurt.
The tow being for part of the time between the enemy and the Cur

rituck she could not open on them until they cleared the creek. 'fhe
woods were then shelled, but with what result is not known.

In subsequent letter dated In.uuary 26, Acting Master Linnekin
reports the capture ot nine canoes in Indian, Barnes, and Tabbs
[Tapp's] creeks, all situated between the mouths of the Rappahannock
aud the Potomac.

These canoes were full of freight, which has been brought to the
yard.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding, etc.

[Encl08ure&.]

POUnnIJC Flolilla.-Certifica.tu of ca.ptvre.

Name and character of the prize.-Two canoes; no name.
By 1C'ho1n and by 1chat vessel capture made.-U. S. S. Ourrituck;

T. J. Linnekin, commanding.
IVhen capture made.-January 25, 1863.
Where and jor what reasons.-Off Indian Creek, Virginia; running

the blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-Miscellaneous freight.
What papers found.-One memorandum book, containing tally of part

of the cargo, voucher 1.

Name and charaeter of the prize.-Five canoes; no name.
By 1chom and by what vessel capttere made.-U. S. S. Currit1Wk i

T. J. Linnekin, commanding.
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When capture lIlade.-January 25, 1863.
W/ltwe aud for what reasons.-Barneil oreek, Virgiuia; rUIlning the

blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-Miscellaneouil freight.
lVhat papers found.-None.

Name and character of the prize.-Sloop Queen of tllf!Fleet.
By whom ana by what 'l'eBsel capture made.-U. S. S. Currituck;

T. J. Linllekin, commanding.
When capture made.-January 25,1863.
Where and for what rea.sons.-Tabb's [Ta.pP'ilJ Creek, Virginia; run

ning the blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-tl,314 in bank bills, voucher ~.

Name and character of the prize.-Two canoes; no name.
By whom and by what 'Vel/sel capture made,-U. S. S. Currituck;

T..J. Linnekin, commanding.
When capture made.-January 25,1863.
Where (1nd for what reason.s.-Tabb's [Tapp'sJ Creek, Virginia; run·

ning the blockade.
The cargo, if any on board,-Miscellanf'lou8 freight.
What pallers found.-None.
Remarks.-Names of the prisoners: John A. Scott, James Taylor,

D. S. Johnson, James Holden, Samuel Johnson, Uobert U. Stewart,
lilaiab Johnson, Julius O. White, Jobn W. Taylor, Aaron Lewis, George
Taylor, William Jackson, Samuel O. Taylor.

JANUARY 26, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned sloop and nine canoes were

captured by the undersigned, commamliug the U. S. S. Currituck, uf
the .Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and
that the above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

T. J. LINNEKIN.

Li8t of good8 oaptu"ed by tM U. S. S. Currituok at 1m/ian Crflf!k, Virgi"ia, January
20,1863.

One barrel containing 9 overcoats and 24 pair gaiters.
One barrel containing 40~ yards gray cloth, 201 yards prints, 10

undershirts.
Two boxes soda.
One box containing 2 ounces qninine and 2 poundM magllesia.
Olle box containing padlocks and nails.
Olle box containing 223 yards prints, 42 yards red flannel, 39t yards

bleached cotton, and 12 pair ladies' gait~rs.

One box containing 31 pair hose, 209 yardM print, 25 yards linen, ~7
.yards white flannel, and 27zyards gray cloth.

One box containing 7Zdozen gaiters.
One box containing 67 skillS leather.
Olle box containing 12 hats, 3 packages sundries, 3 pair gauntlets, 1

box shoes, 1 box soap, 189i yards prints, 2 dozen hose, 18 pair shoes.
One box containing 50 yards prints, 3 pair gaiters, 4 pair rubbers.
Loose: Two COilM cordage, 3 barrels whisky.
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Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of AoiiDg Kuter LiJmekin, 11. 8. 1I'avy, commanding U. 8. 8. Currituck.

U. S. S. OURRITUCK,
Piankatank River, Vi"ginia, January 23, 1863.

Sm: At daybreak this morning, as I lay at the mouth of the Rap
pahannock, I saw two canoes standing in for this place. I at once
weigbed anchor and gave chase. Owing to a heavy fog we lost sight
of tbem in a short time. I anchored at the mouth of Jackson Creek
on tbis river, supposing them to have run in there. I sent the gig and
second cutter, in charge of Mr. Nelson, the executive officer, in search
of tbem, under cover of our guns. On landing they ascertained from
a negro that a sloop was lying in the South West Branch, which they
found anchored, and scuttled in two places. They at once stopped the
leaks and pumped the water out of her hold. Mr. Felix, master'l:\
mate, in charge of the second cutter, went iu search of the goods taken
from the sloop, but without success. As he landed he saw about
twenty men running in different directions, also three of the rebel
cavalry one of whom took to flight, snpposed to be a Colonel Chouan
[Chinn ;j, of the rebel cavalry. He captured two prisoners, Riley
Ohristopher, l\ rebel soldier, and James Ewell, of Accomac Creek,
Virginia, the owner of the sloop. The latter had a Sharps rifle, which
be dropped as Mr. ~lix called on them to surrender j he asserts he had
no intention of using it~ and says it was given to him by the colonel to
fire on our men. Christopher (the other prisoner) also states the colonel

. gave him a rifle for the same purpose, which he threw away on seeing
our men landing. Immediately after this Mr. Nelson shoved oft· and
got the sloop underway, having the gig in tow, sending the second
cutter ahead. When abreast of a point covered with thick woods,
they were suddenly attacked by party of about thirty ritlemen, who
kept firing rapidly and calling on Mr. Nelson to give up the sloop. He
replied by ordering his men to fire, and bravely kept his place at the
helm under a heavy fire, until it became so rapid he had to steer from
the cabin. He kept on his course, his men keeping up a rapid fire from
the hold of the sloop and from the gig in reply to that of the enemy,
wbo did not cease tiring until they were out of range. I am happy to
inform you none of our party were injured.

As the boats were between this vessel and the enemy I could not
open on them until they cleared the creek. I then shelled the woods
fOl about thirty minutes, with what success I was unable to ascertain.

I enclose a note found on the persoll of Riley Ohristopher.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. J. LINNEKIN,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Report of Acting Kuter Linnekin, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. B. 8. Currituck.

U. S. S. OURRITUCK,
Indian Creek, Virginia, January 26,1863.

SIR: I have to inform you I left Dividing Creek yesterday at day
break for this place. On my way down I discovered two canoes stand
injt in. I fired a gun at them, which brought them to. They were both
laden with valuable miscellaneous freight, which, I am informed by one
of the five men captured cost $;';,000 at Baltimore. On anchoring in
this creek I dispatched the gig and second cutter, ill charge of Ensign
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Nelson, the executive officer, to explore Barnes Creek. They succeeded
in discovering five canoes, all loaded with miscellaneous freight. The
crews all escaped to the woods.

About 10 o'clock last night two negroes came off from shore, and
informed me that a sloop aDd two canoes were lying ill Tabb's lTapp's]
Oreek, about 2 miles from where I lay. I at once sent a party in
search of them, the negroes acting as pilots. They succeeded in cap
turing them, and all the crewt with oue exception. The canoes were
full of freight. The sloop haa. disposed of hers, but I found on the
person of the captain *1,314, which I send yon in charge of Master's
Mate Ambrose Felix, prize master; also a mail and some newspapers
found on board.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. LINl'(EKIN,

Acting Master, Oom••ruling.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommaruling Potomac Flotilla, Washington, D. O.

Letter from tlte Secretary of the Navy to Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding the crossing of Potoma-e Rirer
by deserters. .

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 2, 1863.
SIR: I transmit herewith for your information a copy of a telegram

to General Heintzelman, relative to deserters crossing the Potomac on
rafts, between Quantico and Chopawamsic creeks.

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretar-yof the Nary.
Oommodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington, n. C.
[Encloenre.-Telegram.]

DUMFRIES, January 25,1863.
Am informed that quite a. number of men cross the Potomac between

Quantico and the Ohopawamsic creeks on rafts into Maryland. Call J
not one of the blockading boats be put to watch between those points'
Excuse the suggestion, but [ ~eel a personal pride in putting a stop to
desertions.

General HEINTZELMAN.

CHARLES OANDY,
Oolonel, Commanding Post.

[Endoreement.]
JANUARY 31, 1863.

Respectfully referred to the Secretary of the Navy for his information.
H. W. HALLECK,

General in Ohief.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potoma.c Fl.t)
tilla, regarding prevention of desertions from the Army.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
IVashington, February 3, 1863.

SIR: I have received your letter of the 2<1 instant, enclosing a tele
gram in relation to army deserters cl'Ossing the Potomac between
Quantico and Chopawawsic creeks.
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I have given instructions to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw to aid,
as far as it may be in his power, in preventing desertions from the Army.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, transmitting certificate of capture.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDAN'l"S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, February 4, 1863.
Sm: I forward certificate of capture, just received, made by the

U. S. schooner George ,Vangham, Acting Master John Collins, jr., on
26th ultimo; also a certificate of capture made by the U. S. schooner
Dan Smith, Acting Master Benjamin O. Dean, on 2<1 instant.

The ptize goods are now at this yard, and the prisoners were turned
over to the prize commissioners some days ago.

r have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.
[Enclosure•. )

Potcnnao Z,'lotilla.-Cm·tijicatll of capture.

Name and character of the priz~.-One boat; no name. Names of
prisoners captured with boat: Albert Ball, George Thompson, William
Thompson, A. Lincoln-all colored.

By whom and by what ve.sel capture made.-James McDonald, acting
mas'el"s mate.

When capture made.-January 26, 1863.
l~ere and for what reaBons.-St. Clement's Bay; intending to run

the blockade.
TI,e cargo, if any on board.-Five barrels of whisky, 2 bags coffee, 1

bag pepper, 5 bags shot1} boxes (contents unknown).
What paper.found.-'t!tone.
ReJl.arks.-Boat worthless and destroyed; boat and goods hauled up

on the beach when captured.

STA.TION F, POTOMA.C FLO'I'ILLA, January 26, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned goods and prisoners were

captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. schooner George
Mangha11', of the £otomac Flotilla, at the time and place above desig
nuted, and ·that the above and annexed statement is true in every
particular. -

Potomac FlotmG.-Certijicate of CGpture.

Name and character of the prize.-Three boxes dry goods, 3 boxes
candles, 1 box soap, 1 barrel sugar.
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By whom and by what ves8el capture made.-U. S. schooner Dan Smiti.
When capture made.-January 31,1863.
Where andfor what reasons.-Potomac River; contraband.
The ca.rgo, if any on board.~[None.]

What papers found.-[None.]
Remarks.-I ordered Acting Master's Mate William H. Hunt out to

reconnoiter in the Potomac River. He reported that he found said
goods, part in a canoe and part on the beach at Cook's Pond, 011 the
Maryland sbore, which he seized and brought on board this vessel and
also two boats considered of no value.

JANUARY 31,1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned goods were captured by

the undersigned, commanding the IT. S. schooner Dan Smith, of the
Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

[BENJ. C. DEAN.]

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Oommodore Harwood, U.8.
Navy, oommanding Potomac Flotilla, transmitting information regard

t ing smuggling.
NAVY DEPARTMENT, l!'ebruary 4,1863.

SIR: I transmit herewith a copy of a letter received from General
Haupt, in reference to a smuggling business tbat is done near tbe
mouth of the Potomac, opposite St. George's Island.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Narry.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Fl.otilla; Washington.
[Enclosure. )

WAR DEPARTMENT,
U. S. Military Railroads, January 31, 1863.

. {SIR:] I am informed that an extensive smuggling business is done
near the mouth of the Potomac, opposite St. George's Island, in small
boats, which are secreted in the creeks or drawn up in the bushes and
used at night; that in this way mails are carried and many wagonloads
of shoes and otber necessaries transported to Ricbmond. The trade
conld be broken up, or serionsly interfered witb, by searching for and
seizing all the boats and by the establishment of an efficient river patrol.

Yours, very respectfully,

, Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na'tJy.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. NaTy, Oommanding Potomac
Flotilla, regarding prisoners captured by U. S. schooner Dan Smith a7Ul
enclosing reports of commanding offioer of said 'Vessel.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
. Washington, February 10, 186.'J.

SIR: The King Philip arrived on Sunday nigbt with the following
prisoners, arrested in tbe act of landing from the Virginia shorl': by a
party from the U. S schooner Dan Smith:

The Rev. J. B. B. Wilmer, formerly a chaplain in tIle U. S. Nav~-.
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Maurice Clagett, of Richmond, Va.
William Bayley (eight months in rebel Army).
John A Hill. California.
William Ashton, an En~1ish subject provided with a consular protec

tion, but long resident of Oharleston, S. C.
Fleet Pierce, of Yeooomico, Va., employed as ferryman across the

Poromac.
Persons and papers have been turned over to the provost·marshal of

the military district.
Acting Master's Mate R. H. Sommers, who captured the boat, reports

that Lord Hartington and Oolonel Leslie had crossed the river in viola
tion of the blockaCle. These persons, before they left the Virginia shore
were in company with Dr. Wilmer, who reprpspnted to me that his errand
was to obtain medical advice and purchase religious books, and that the
intention of the party was to give themselves up to one of the gunboats.
The merits of the case will be decided by the military authorities, and
therefore I deem it unnecessary to trouble the Department with further
detail.

A mail was picked up on the beach, where it had been thrown, proba
bly by Bayley, who appears from the correspondence to be the mail
carrier. The letters teem with the usual falsehood. and invective, but
contain nothing of special importance.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the N arty, N afJ]/ Department.

[Encl08urea.]

U. S. SCHOONER DAN SMITH,
Station F, Blake Creek, February 7, .1863.

SIR: I would most respectfully report that I ordered Acting Master's
Mate R. S. Sommers last evening to reconnoiter. He left the ve8sel at
6 p. m. At 10 p. m. returned, reported having captured a boat with
six· men as they were landing from the Virginia shore, and that he
brought the boat and prisoners on board, and also learned that Lord
Hartington and Colonel Leslie have landed and were on their way to
WaBbington. Enclosed I send the several statements made to me on
examination, and also the amount of money found in tileir possession.
I have ordered. Acting Master's Mate R. S. Sommers to take charge of
the prisoners and proceed to Washington and report to you for further
orders.

Sir, I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BENJ. O. DEAN,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. SOHOONER DAN SMITH,
Station F, Blake Creek, February 9,1863.

Sm: I would most respectfully report that Acting Master's Mate
William H. Hnnt captured a boat with five men oft' Poplar Hill Creek,
just aB they had started from the Maryland shore about 300 yards

•
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distant, bound .to Virginia. Enclosed are their statements to me on
examination, with the amount of money in their possession. I have
ordered Acting Master's' Mate William H. Hunt to take charge of the
prisoners and proceed to Washington to report to you for further
orders.

Hoping this may meet your approval, sir, I remain, very respectfully,
your obedient servant,

BENJ. O. DEAN,
Acting Master, OommandiAg.

Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Oom11l,anding Navy Yard, Washington, and Po~mac Flotilla,.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting d{)cuments relative to the capture, by U. S. S. Oreter
de Lion, of schooner Em.ily Murray.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, February 11,1863.
SIR: I enclose herewith a certificate containing particulars of the

capture of the schooner Emily Murray, of Baltimore, by the U. S. S.
Oreur de Lwn, Acting Master Charles H. Brown. On comparing the
manifest with the goods on board at the time of the capture, it was
found that sundry bales, boxes, and barrels were missing.

Acting Master Brown was on his way up the river with his prize in
tow when he learned, by examining the crew, that the missing part of
the cargo had been landed in Virginia during the night. He returned.
to the neighborhood of Machodoc, and with the assistance of a boat's
crew from the mortar schooner Dan Smith, recovered some of the
goods corresponding to those on the manifest from a boat which was
engaged in taking them across the crcek, but which, being fired at,
was run ashore.

The party made an unsuccessful search on the shore and adjacent
buildings for the remainder of the goods.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

[Enclosure.]

Potomac Flotil/a.--Cm'tificate of capture.

Name and charaeter of the prize.-Schooner Emily Murray, of Balti
more; prisoners: J. F. Smith, J. F. Fink, Edward Robinson.

By 1chom and by what vessel capture ma<k.-Acting Maater Charles
H. Brown; U. S. S. Oreur de Lioo.

When capture made.-February 9,1863.
Where and for 'what t·easons.-Oft· Machodoc Creek; captured, as

her manifest did not agree with the cargo, and suspicion of breaking
the blockade.

.The cargo, if any on board.-Lumber, sugar, whisky, and merchan·
dise.
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W/mt papers jound.-Manifest, license, enrollment, bills, and permit;
three envelopes with various papers enclosed.

Remarks.-Three barrels of sugar and quantity of lumber unknown.
Some of the goods bronght by this vessel have also been captnred this
day by the Oreur de Lion, having been found in Virginia.

FEBRUARY 9, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above·mentioned schooner Emily Murray

was captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Oreur de
Lion, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated,
and that the above and annexed statement is true in every particnlar.

CHAS. H. BROWN,
. Acting Master.

U. S. S. C<EUR DB LION, February 9, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to report to you the capture of the schooner

Emily Murray, of Baltimore, under the following circumstances: At
6 a. m. of this day, while lying near the Virginia shore opposite Cur
rioman Creek, we saw this schooner lying at anchor about half a mile
from the lower point of Machodoc Creek.

We steamed down to her, and on boarding I enquired of the captain
why he was so near the Virginia shore.

He said be was in a sinking condition. I looked at his papers and
found he bad boxes, bales, and barrels on his manifest which were not
on board, and of which he could give no account. I put a prize crew
on board, took him in tow, and while proceeding to BJakistone Island,
examined the crew of the schooner and found from their statements
that the missing goods had been landed durin~ the night. I therefore
immediately ran down to the U. S. schooner Dan Smith, procured a
boat an\! crew, and went over to search for the goods. As we were 011
our way across the river we saw a boat crossing Machodoc Creek; we
fired a shot over her, whereupon the men turned the boat toward Wind
mill Point, ran her on a beach, and abandoned her. We went within
about 100 yards of her and came to anchor. After bringing the boat
alongside we found she contained goods with marks upon them cor
responding to those on the mallifest of the Emily Murray, and one of
her crew identified them as the same which had been landed from that
vessel. I sent the U. S. schooner Dan Smith's boat, in charge of Acting
Enllign F. L. Harris, the cutter in charge of Actin~ Master's Mate C.
E. Baldwin, and with my own gig, we proceeded to examine the shore
and adjacent buildings. After an unsnccessful search we returned to
the steamer, crossed the river, and leaving the Dan Smith's boat along
side that vessel, proceeded np to where we left the schooner Emily
Jlttrray, which we then towed to Blakistone Island anchorage. The
U. S. schooners Dan Smith and George Jlangham were in sight at the
time of the ca.pture of the Emily Murray.

The prisoners were: J. F. Smith, captain; John F. Fink, white boy;
Edward Robinson, colored boy.

Respectfully, your most obedient servant,
CHAS. H. BROWN

. Acting Master, Oommanding U. S. S. Oreur de Lion.
Commodore A. A. H.ARwoOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
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Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding prisoners.

POTOMAO FLOTTI.LA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, February 12, 1863.
SIR: r have to report the arrival of the King Philip with the good~

and prisoners referred to in the enclosed certificate of capture.
r enclose a]so the statements.of the prisoners in relation to their

residences and property.
The prisoners and goods have been turned over to the military

authorities and the money carefully secured until it can be determined
whether it is to be retluned to the persons upon whom it is found or
where it is to be deposited.

r have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Coml1wdore, Commanding Potomac FlotiUa.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tke Navy.

[Enclo8nres.]

Potomac Flotilla. -Certijioate8 of captl/re.

Name and character of tke prize.-A boat of no value and without 8

name. .
By whom and by what vessel capture made.-Captured by Acting

Ensign F. L. HarriM, of the U. S. schooner Dan Smith.
When capture made.-Captured February 9, 1863.
Where andfor what reasons.-Crossing Machodoc Creek, Virginia.
The cargo, if any on board.-Two boxes marked ~, Washington,

D. C.; 2 barrels marked~,1 barrel marked<$:>, 1 bale, mark erased.
What papers found.-None.
Remarks.-Saw the boat crossing the creek; Acting Master C. H.

Brown, commanding U. S. S. Creur de Lion, fired three shots; the boat
was pulled ashore and abandoned by the crew.

Name and character of tke prize.-A boat of no value, withoot a na.me.
By wlwm and by what vessel capture made.-Captured by Acting

Master's Mate William H. Hunt, of the U. S. schooner Dan Smith.
When capture made.-Captured February 9, 1863.
Where and for what reasons.-Captured off Poplar Hill Creek, Poto·

mac River, en route to Virginia.
The cargo, if any on board.-Five men, 2 truuks, 1 sack, 1 package,

2 sacks contaming Testaments and religious works.
What papers found.-A few letters. .
Remarks.-Discovered in Potomac River, en route to Virginia.

FEBRUARY 9,1863.
. r hereby certify that the above·mentioned merchandise was captured
by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. schooner Dan Smith, of the

. Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and tllat the
above and annexed statement is true in every particolar.

BENJ. C. DEAN.
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U. S. SCHOONER DAN SMITH, POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Station F, Blake Oreek, February 9, 1863.

SIR: Below are tIle statements of the subjoined prisoners:
D. T. Chandler, a resident of Baltimore, Md., has a valise, saddle bag,

two blankets, one india-rubber bag, '52.30 in U. S. TreasUl'y notes,
and $150 in gold.

D. T. CHANDLER.

S. F. Cameron, a resident of Alton, Cecil County, Md., has a few
articles of medical stores for the COlifederate Army, a trunk containing
articles for per60ns residing in Virginia, and '542.70 iii Confederaw
notes, and a set of horse equipments.

John Carvelle, a resident of Wsshington, D. C., has a trunk and
sack containing shoos; also a package of dry goods, a valise containing
wearing apparel, and t213 in U. S. Treasury notes, three bonds on
:North Carolina, each valued at $200, payable in the Bauk of the
Republic of the city of New York.

JOHN CA.RVELLE.

W. D. Cassin, a resident of the District of Columbia, has a trunk and
carpetbag containing clothing; also '207 in gold, '36 in U. S. Treasury
notes, and $10 on a Southern bank.

R. Rose, a resident of Uichmond, Va., has a valise containing
wearing apparel and two Spanish doubloons.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting certificate of r.apture.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

W~hington, Februa,'y 17, 1863.
SIR: I forward, for the information of the Department, a certificate

of capture made by the U. S. schooner George Mangham, Acting Master
John Collins, jr., commanding, on the 11th instant.

The prisoner, John Williams, has boon placed in custody, and the
prize goods stored at this yard.

I have the honor to he, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.
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Potonw.o FloUIIII.-Ceret.ftcaU of OCIpe.re.

Name and character of the prize.-Boat, no name; John Williams,
prisoner.

By whom and by what vessel capture made.-Erick Gabrielson, acting
master's mate.

When capture made.-February 11, 1863.
Where andfor what reasons.-Potomac River; running the blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-Four barrels whisky, 4 bags coffee, 3

boxes, 2 trunks, 2 horse collars, 18 plow points.
What papers found.-None.
Remarks.-The boat was captured wheu just landed on the Virginia.

shore, the occupants escaping, except one old man who gives his name
as John Williams. They fired on the guard boat as she was pulling
toward them, but were driven off by Mr. Gabrielson anti crew, the
grounding of his boat preventing him from capturing the entire party.
The boat worthless and destroyed.· The contents of the trunks and
boxes unknown.

STATION F, POTOMAO FLOTILLA, February, 12, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned prisoner and goods were

captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. schooner George
Mangham, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above desig
nated, and that the above and annexed statement is true in every
particular.

JOHN OOLLINS, Jr.,
Acting Master, CommatadiAg.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, comnlanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding the seizure of schooner Mail.

POTOMA.C FLoTILLA,
OOMMANDANT'S OFFIOE, NAVY YABD,

Washington, February 23,186'3.
SIR: On the 21st instant, on examining the cargo of the sutler

schooner Mail, by Acting Master Van Boskirk, commanding the guard
vessel at Alexandria, after she llad been duly cleared and the cargo
inspected by the custom-honse, it was discovered that she had on
board 428 dozen cans of an intoxicating drink resembling eggnog,
entered on the manifest as milk, and the cans labeled "milk drink."

By the terms annexed to the manifest, signed by the deputy collector
at Georgetown-

The said v888el and all her cargo are to be forfeited to the United States if any
othcr goods are found on board of her than those specified in the manifllBt on th.,
exa.mination of the oustom-house offiooI'll or the military or naval authoritillB after
clearing for Belle Plain, Va.

I have therefore directed the vessel turned over to the district court.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac FlotiUa.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Letter from OommodMe Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commandi"'{/ Potomac Flo
tilla, to Brigadier- General Meigs, U. 8. Army, regarding cargo ofprize
,cltOO1l.er Mail.

FEBRUARY 23,1863.
GENERAL: The sutler schooner Mail, S. Raynor, master, regularly

licensed, her cargo inspected and cleared by the custom-house authori
ties at Georgetown, was found on examination by the officer command
ing the gnard vessel at Alexandria to have on board of her 428 dozen
cans of strong drink resembling eggnog, marked on the manifest" milk,"
and on the cans "milk drink."

The consignees hail, by a singular coincidence, from the State cele
brated. for its liquor law, viz: E. H. Garnsey, Sixth Maine Volunteers;
A. W. Colamer, First Maine Volunteers; W. D. Haley, Nineteenth
Maine Volunteers, jointly.

I send you a specimen of the "milk." The vessel has been seized and
turned over to the district court.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

OommodMe, Com1nanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Brigadier-General MONTGOMERY MEIGS, U. S. Army,

Quartermaster- General, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the collector of customs at Georgetown, D. c., to CMnmodore
Harwood, U. 8. Nav1J'I.._commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding the
release of the schooner Mail.

CUSTOM-HoUSE,
Georgetown, D.O., March 5, 1863.

SIR: I am authorized by letter of the honorable Secretary of the
Treasury, of the date of the 3d instant, to release the schooner Mail
and her cargo and hand her over to the claimants, except the said 428
dozen cans of milk drink, which I am instructed to take possession of
and cause to be condemned.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
JUDSON MITCHELI;.,

Collector.
[Commodore A. A. HABWOOD, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.]

Order of OMnmodMe Hancood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Poto1nac Flo
tilla, to Acting Master Frank, U. 8.1Vavy, commanding U.8. 8. Wyan
daRk, in relation to a jralw, attempted by schooner Mail.

FEBRUARY 23, 1863.
SIR: Be on the watch in passing licensed vessels with sutler's stores

to ascertain that intoxicating drinks are not smuggled in cans entered
as milk, oysters, or the like, on the manifest.

The sutler schooner MaU, regularly licensed and cleared for Belle
Plain, had on board of her 428 dozen cans of strong drink resembling
eggnog, marked on the manifest" milk" and on the cans" Milk drink,
prepared by Numsen, Carroll & Co., No. 18 Ligllt street, Baltimore."
The fraud was detected by Acting Master Van Boskirk, commanding
the guard vessel at Alexandria. By the terms annexed to the mani
fest, signed by the depnty collector at Georgetown, the said vessel and
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all her cargo are to be forfeited to the United States if any other goods
are found on board of her than those specified in the manifest, (\n
examination by the custom·house officers or the military or the naval
authorities after clearing for Belle Plain, Va.

You will seize and send to this yard all vessels you may detect in
committing frauds of the kiud.

You will observe that cans of the kind are not soldered in the usual
way. The top and bottom are probably heated with some resinous
substance and the edges bent over in order that the cover at either end
can be easily removed to convert the can into a drinking cup.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commorrore, Oommanding Potomac Fl()tilla.
Acting Master A. J. FRANK,

Commanding U.8. Guardship Wyandank, Piney Point.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander McCrea, U. So Na'/JY, commanding
Second Division Potomac Flotilla, of the seizure of a schooner.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Piney Point, February 24, 1863.

. SIR: I send you sutler's vessel with" milk drink" Oil board, which,
upon opening, proves to be a villainous eggnog. I consider her a
lawful prize, according to instructions of 23d instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieut~ant-Co-mmandffand Captain 0/ the Fleet.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Order of ComflwdfJre Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Lieutenant-Commander McCrea, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Sec
ond Division, enjoining vigilance against fra.uds practiced by ButlerS.

FEBRUARY 25,1863.
SIR: In boarding vessels of all kinds a careful examination must be

made to ascertain that the cargo agrees with the manifest, and especial
attention to this point is required with regard to vessels laden with
sutlers' supplies.

In the authority granted by the Navy Department to grant permits
to sutlers, the following clause occurs, which you will please keep in
view:

The said v68llel and all her earlCo to be forfeited to the United States if any other
goods are fOI!nd on board than those specified in the manifest on examination by the
custom-house officers, or by the military or naval authorities after clearance.

Frauds have been recently committed by sutlers by introducin~

intoxicating drinks in cans purporting to contain "milk drink" and
entered on the manifest as milk, but really containing intoxicating
drink. There is reason to suppose that spirits are also smuggled in
oyster cans.

Boarding officers are to be instructed to be on the alert, a.nd you will
please cause the information contained in this letter to be communi
cated to all commanding officers of your division.
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Lieutenant· Oommander.
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J The boarding officer is to take possession of any Butler's vessel by
which this fraud is attempted to be practiced. Boarding officers on
any station within my command will invariably endorse upon the papers
of vessels they board his name and the date of his examination, and
enter it upon the log book and report without fail every such examina
tion through their respective commanders to me.

You are reqnired, as captain of the fleet, to ascertain that this order
is thoroughly understood in both divisions of the flotilla.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Lientenant-Commander EDWARD P. MCCREA,

Oommanding Second Di",isWn.

[Same to Lieutenant-Commander Samuel Magaw, U. S. Navy, with
the exception of the last paragraph.]

Report of .IAeutenant-Oommandn- Maga1c, U. S. Navy, commmanding
First Division POWtnac Flotilla, of reconnoissance in Rappa.hannock
River and engagement with Oonfederate battery near Fort Lowry, Va.,
February 21, 1863.

Semiofficial.] [U. S. S.] FREEBORN, February 24, 1863.
DEAR SIR: I have the honor to report that I have returned from a

reconnoissance up the Rappahannock, and without finding the vessels
referred to in the enclosed letters of General Hooker. I also enclose a
copy of a note to him. I went about 6 miles above Tappahannock.

We, the Freeborn and Dragon, engaged a battery 011 Saturday (just
below the old Fort Lowry, about 8 miles below Tappahannock) about
an boor. One of the enemy's guns ceased firing aft~r onr tenth shot.
The Freeborn was struck twice, hut none of the crew injnred. One of
the shot has damaged some woodwork which we can not repair our·
lIelvl's, and when I get through with some work here I will come to the
yard for a day or two.

I must report that Acting Master's Mate F. H. Crandall behaved so
well under fire (which was sharp) during our skirmish, that I wish him
made an ensign. His application for an examination will follow this
note.

The euemy are in considerable force as far down as Urbana.
General Lee was at Occupacia in person when we reached Tappahan.

nock. The incidents of our expedition I will tell you when I come up.
Respectfully and faithfully, yonrs,

Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Oomdg. PoWtnac Flotilla and Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

[EncIOllures.]

.EADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO,
February 15, 1&63.

LIEUTENANT: The enclosed report was brought from the officer sent
down the neck with an expedition toward Heathsville [Va.1: Major·
General Hooker desires that yon send to the point named down the
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Rappahannock, and seize these vessels and all that are capable of car
rying 8upplies or men across the Rappahannock, in the vicinity of
Heathville or above.

If it is impossible to bring these vessels away with you, destroy them.
I am, very respectfully, yours, etc.,

DANIEL BUTTERFIELD,
Major- General ana Ohief of Staff.

Lieutenant-Commander MOltGAN [MAGAW],
Potomac Flotilla.

P. S.-These vessels are supposed to be pungy schooners. Heaths
ville is supposed to be their depot of supplies.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, February 24, 1863.

GENERAL: In compliance with your request of the 15th instant, I
made an examination of the Rappahannock Creek with the Freeborn
and Dragon, and found no pungies or scows. Other creeks were exam
ined, but without success.

The enemy have a battery abont a mile below Lowry's Point, which
we engaged.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Oommandw, etc.
Major-General JOSEPH HOOKER, U. 8. Army,

Oommanding Army of the Potomac.

Order of Oommodof'e Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding PotMnac Flotilla,
to Lietttenant-O()mmander Magaw, U. 8. Navy, commanding First »i.vi
sion, enjoining a vigilant watch on sutlers' vessels.

FEBRUARY 27, 1863.
8m: I have received your letter of the 24th instant, with its enclo- ~

sures, relating to your expedition to the Rappahannock.
I approve of' the prompt manner in which you complied with the '

wishes of the general commanding, and am pleased that none of our I
brave fellows were hurt. I

I have reported the result of your search to the Department, and !
mentioned Mr. Crandall's name. His examination-will be ordered, no
doubt, as soon as he applies for it.

Lieutenant-Commander McCrea reports that, owing to the occupatiou
of the peninsula by our troops, the contraband trade is for the present
checked. Still, I wish the vigilance to be kept up. A sharp eye must
be kept on the sutlers by the boarding officers for liquor smuggled in
cans under guise of milk, etc. I enclose you a form 'for permit issued
by the Quartermaster-General.

Hereafter all prizes will be sent to the foot of Sixth street wharf, in
charge of an officer and prize crew, instead of the uavy yard.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Poto,n.ac Flotilla.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Commanding First Div-ision Potomac PL.tilla.
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Order of OommodQre Harwood, U. B. Navy commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. B. Navy, commanding First
Division, regarding overhauling of sutlers' 'De8sels.

FEBRUARY 25,1863.
SIR: I have been incidentally informed that you had gone round to

the Rappahannock River. In every material movement you are
expected to give me due notice by telegraph or a messenger by one of
the steamers under your command.

In case, for purposes of cooperation with the Army, your movements
are directed by the request of the commanding general and will not
admit of delay, the information should be communicated through a
safe channel as soon as possible, in order that I may regulate supplies
and give such instructions as the nature of the case may demaud.

Your attention is especially called to the letter in reference to frauds
committed by sutlers.

Their vessels are not to be permitted to pass by a mere clearance,
but may be overhauled at any time or place within the limits of my
command, and particularly when there is reason to suspect frand, as at
the present time. I doubt whether there are any volnnteer sutlers'
vessels at this time in which liquor is not smuggled.

We have seized two already at Alexandria, which had cleared the
custom·house.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Com7TI,anding Potomac Flotilla.
Lientenl\Ilt-Commandell SAMUEL MAGAW, .

Commanding First Divlsion Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. B. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, of the seizure of schooner Kate.

PO'l'OMAO FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

• Washington, Februa,ry 25,1863.
Sm: I have to report to the Department that the sutler schooner

Kate has been seized and turned over to the prize commissioners for a
discrepancy between the cargo and the manifest similar to t1le case of
the schooner ~llail, reported tq t1le Department in my letter No. 71, of
23d instant.

I bve the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

&cretary of the Navy, Na'vy Department.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. B. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, of the seizure oj schooner Thomas C. Worrell.

FEBRUARY 26, 1863.
8m: I have to report that another sutlers' vessel, the Thomas J. rC.]

Worrell, from Baltimore to Belle Plain, has been seized by my order,
brought to this port, and delivered to the district court.
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The schooner contained a large quantity of intoxicating drink, entered
on the manifest as "milk," in violation of the act of Congress and the
rules of the War Department relating to sutlers.

I enclose herewith a certificate of capture.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oommodore Har1cood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, of the seizure of sc/woner Chatham.

POTOMAC FLOTIL-LA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, February 28, 1863.
SIR: I have to report the seizure yesterday morning of the sutler

schooner Ohatham by the guard vessel at Alexandria, Va., for having
goods on board not allowed in the schedule issued by the War Depart
ment.

I hl1ve the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Poromac FlotiUa.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, of the seizure of the schooners Vista and..4.. W. Thompson, and
transmitting certificates of capture. ,

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, March 2, 1863.
Sm: I enclose for the information of the Department certificate of

capture of the sutler schooner Vista; also one of the schooner..4.. W.
Thompson, made by the U. S. S. Wyandank, Acting Master A. J. Frank,
on the 28th ultimo.

The vessels and persons named therein have been turned over to the
prize commissioners.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedieut servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretal'y of the Navy, Navy Department.

[Encl08ute8.]

Potomac Flotilla.-Certifloate of oapture.

Name and character ofprize.-Schooner Vista.
By u:hom and by uihat vessel capture made.-Wyandank.
When capture made.-February ~8 [1863].
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Wlere andfor what reason.-Pioey Point, per commodore's orders,
for having goods 00 board not specified in the manifest.

The cargo, if any on board.-Sutlers' stores.
What papers found.-Voucher No.1.
Remarks.-Solomou F. Kirwin, captain; John Hubbard, mate; Isaac

Cornish, colored; Henry Kune, colored, G. May, sutler; J. Valentiue,
sutler; J. Metzhlr, sutler; J. NumseD, sutler.

FEBRUARY 28,1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned schooner was captured by

the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Wyandank, of the Potomac
Flotilla, at the time and place above desi/o,rIlated, and that the above
and annexed statement is true in every particular:

A. J. FRANK,
Acting Master, Commanding.

PotMAao Flotilla. -ClIrlijUlau of capt.re.

Name and character of t1,e prize.-Schooner A. W. Thompson.
By whom and by what vessel capture made.- Wyandank.
Whea capture made.-February 28 [1863J. .
Where and for what reason.-Piuey'point, per commodore's orders, for

having goods on board not specified in the manifest.
The cargo, if any on board.-Sutlers' stores.
What papers found.-Voucher No. l.
.Remarks.-G. T. Lee, mate, acting aR captain; J. Weever, colored

seaman; boy Charles, colored seaman' J. Paul Jones, sutler; Wesley
J. Phillips, clerk; H. Bennett, clerk; Samuel Preston, servant, D. H.
Williams, in the employ of J. Brickman.

FEBRUARY 28,1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned schooner, called the A. W·

Thompson, was captured by the undersigned, commanding the.U. S. S.
Wyandank, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above desig
nated, and that the above and annexed statement is true in every
particular.

A. J. FRANK,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Order of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding the Potomac Flo
tilla, to Acting Jllaster Street, U. S. Navy,commanding U. S. S. Primrose,
to proceed to duty in t1~e First Division.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, llfarch 7, 1863.

SIR: Proceed without delay with the U. S. S. Primrose to Aquia
Creek, ascertain where Lieutenant·Commander Magaw is to be found,
and report the Primrose as ready for service in the First Division of
the Potomac l<~lotilla.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Master WM. T. STREET,

Commanding U. 8. S. Primrose.
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Report of OommoMre Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting certificates of capture.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy lrard, Washi1lgton, March 10,1863.

SIR: I forward herewith the certificate of the capture of a small
sloop by the Eureka, and also of John C. Faber, Thomas R. Jones, John
S. Wilson, and one contraband, who were taken under circumstance.'\
described in the certificate by Acting Master Alvin Phinney, com
manding the U. S. schooner Racer.

Wilson and Jones have declared themselves to be Confederate
soldiers.

The sloop and crew taken by the Eureka have been turned over to
the district court, the men captured by Mr. Phinney to the military
authorities. The packages purporting to contain the sums in gold and
bills have beeu secured by me until I shall have received a decision as
to the proper disposition of them, the only course left for me to take
since the uotice given me by the district attorney that money taken
under the circumstances described ill the certificate of capture (enclo
sure 2) does not come within the jurisdiction of the admiralty court.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
• ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Pot{)mac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,'

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.
[Enclosul'tl8.]

Potomac Flo/illa.-Certificate of captarll.

Name and character of the prize.-Sloop; no name; two prisoners,
named David Smoot and Charles Posey.

By 1chom and by 1l'hat vessel capture made.-J. B. Fairchild, actin~
master's mate; U. S. S. Eureka.

When.capture made.-March 7, 1863.
Where and for what reasons.-On the Virginia shore of the Potomac

River; attempting to smuggle whisky into Virginia.
The cargo, if any on board.-Three barrels of whisky.
What papers found. - None.
Remarks.-As I was standing down the Potomac River and off

Wicomico River I discovered a sloop' standing in for the Virginia short'.
Before I overhauled her the prisoners, David Smoot and Charles H.
PoseYl hove overboard 3 barrels of whisky. They acknowledged the
fact or attempting to run the blockade for the purpose herein stated.

U. S. S. EUREKA, March 7, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above·mentioned prisoners, sloop, and cargo

were captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Eureka,
of the Potomac Flotilla, at the t.ime and place above designated, and
that the above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

J. B. FAIRCHILD,
Acting Master's ilfate, Oommanding.

PotOfAac Flotilla.-CeI·tijicatll of captllre.

Name and character of prize.-One rowboat, small yawl-no names-
containing the following persons: John C. Faber, Thomas R. Jones,
John S. 'Vilson, one contraband.
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.Assistant 8ec'retary of Navy
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By whom and by what vesseZ capture matte.-Alvin Phinney, acting
master, commanding U. S. schooner Racer.

When capture made.-March 6, 1863.
Where and for what reasQft8.-In mouth of Breton's Bay; for attempt

ing to run the blockade.
What papers found.-One draft, $650, on Messrs. Frick & Ball, Bal

timore, Md., payable at sight to Augustus McLaughlin; signed Wil
liam Frick, jr., dated Columbus, Ga., January 21, 1863. One draft,
f:''OO, on John Cushing, esq., in favor of Robert Hough, signed Johu
(Jushing, .ir., dated Richmond, February 18, 1863. One draft, $300, on
John S. Gidding & Co., in favor of herself, and signed by Fanny
McBlair, dated Oharlotte, N. C., February 18, 1863.

Remarks.-These persons refused to stop when hailed and ran theil'
boat on shore and attempted to escape by running, but were taken a
short distance from the boat. Upon being searched, there were found
upon John C. Faber the three drafts before mentioned, also $241 in
bank notes, mostly Virginia money. Upon Thomas R. Jones '1,000 in
gold. The boat being worthless was destroyed.

I hereby certify that the above-mentioned prisoners were captured
by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. mortar schooner Racer, of
the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above desi~nated, aud that
the above and annexed statement is tme in every particular.

ALVIN PHINNEY,
Acting Ma.ster, Oommanding U. S. Schooner Racer.

[Endorsement.]

Acting Master Phinney states in a letter under date March 7:
In arranging the papers for 86nding, Mr. Whitmore mislaid one of the drafts, the

ooefor~, and it can not be fouod at preeent, but when it is found I will forward it.

ANDREW A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

Letter from the .Ass1stant Secretary of the Navy to Oommodore Hartcood,
U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, transmitting regulations
for flahing in tIle Potomac River.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Jlfarch 13,1863.
SIR: I enclose herewith a copy of a letter received from Brigadier

General J. H. Martindale, military governor of the District, transmit
ting a printed copy of "Regulations for fishing in the Potomac River."

You will recognize, couutersign, amI· register the permits issued by
General Martindale, and allow the parties mentioned iu each to fish
within the limits prescribed in the license, subject to the regulations
and conditions.

Very respectfully,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommandant Washington Navy Yard.

N W X-VOL 5-16
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IEncloeure.]

RegulatioNs for fishing in the POto7ltliC BiTtr.

Permits will begranted topersons applying to catch fish in the Potomac
River during the present season upon the following conditions:

First. The applicant must be a loyal citizen of the United States;
to be accredited in writing, by som~ citizen of known loyalty, as a loyal
person. Applica~ions for fishing permitl:l must be made in writing,
signed by the applicant; must specifY his place of residence and occu
pation, and desigllate the place and limits within which thefisbing license
is to extend.

Second. Persons who design to cure fish must also specify in their
application the place where the fish is to be cured, the quautity to be
cured, and the quantity of salt to be used in the operation; aud salt
permits will be granted at the discretion of the military governor for
curing fish, only on the Maryland shore.

Third. He shall take the oath of allegiance. He shall not take salt,
spirituous liquors, or any munitious of war on to the Virginia shore;
nor any articles whatever, except provisions for himself and the men
employed by him, and the boat's tackle and implements necessary for
fishing.

Fourth. He shall not permit any person whatever, except the men
employed by him, to pass the river in any boat under his control; nor
in any manner aid communications between the Virginia and Maryland
shores.

Fifth. He shaH employ no person to assist him except of known
loyalty t{) the Government of the United States. The llames of all
persons employed by him shall, before entering on their employment,
be registered ill the office of the military governor, and be approved
by him. They shall also be furnished with permits to assist the
applicant as fishermen.

Sixth. Before commencing to fish under this permit below George
town, he shall report to the commodore commanding the Potomac
Flotilla, in order that this permit may be countersigned by him and
registered. He will be under the surveillance of the naval force on
duty 011 the Potomac River.

Seventh. He shall execute a bond, with reasonable surety, in the
penal sum of not less than tl,OOO, conditioned that there shaH be no
violation of the terms or spirit of the permit granted to him. Such
bond shall be approved by the military governor of Washington and
filed in his office.

Eightll. An~' departure from the limits prescribed in the license, or
any violation of the foregoing tenns, will subject the party to forfeiture
of his bond and license, and his boats and tackles to seizure, and also
himself to such fine and punishment, by imprisonment, as may be
imposed by a military commiBBion.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, Marcil 14, 1863.

DEAR SIR: The Dragon has broken down and is at Alexandria. J
have not the officers to investigate the case, so I wish you would do 8G

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Na'D,!/, commanding First
Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding condition of tile U. S. S. Dragon
and insufficiency offorce of his command.

SemiofficiaI.]
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I was at headquarters yesterday. rIhere can be no immediate move,
the roads are so bad.

Captain McOrea told me he would give me thirty of sixty-five men we
required. for the flotilla. I have not seen them, and some of my division
are short-handed.

Very faithfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Oommodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla and Navy Yard, Washington.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. H. Navy, comtr.anding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting certificate of capture.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
. Navy Yard, Washington, D. C., March 18,1863.

8m: I transmit for the information of the Department a certificate
of capture made by the U. S. S. Cmur de Lion ou the 13th instant.

The merchandise is now at this yard, and the prisoner, George Ohap
elear, is in custody of the provost-marshal of the military district of
WaBhington.

1 have also to report for the information of the Department the cap
ture of six persons by the U. S. S. Racer, in an attempt to run the
blockade on the 14th instant. On the person of W.lJ. Dent, one of the
prisoners, was found three drafts ou persons in Washington and New
York, amounting to t1,519.

In addition to the above was found on the person of Jacob SHner one
t500 North Carolina State bond, and on the person of Abm. Hunchbeck
a sum purporting to amount to t161 in money.

These men with. two colored persons were in the boat and picked up
oft' Wicomico River by the U. S. S. Wyandank, of the flotilla.

Several refugees, said to be from VirginIa, were also brought up by
the Wyandank, and have been placed in the custody of the provost
marshal.

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
[ANDW. A. HARWOOD,]

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Han. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department.

[Enclosure.] .--.,
Potomac Flo/illa.-Cer/ificate of capture.

N(J,ftU! aftd chtJraoter of the prize.-One canoe, no name; one prisoner,
George Ohapelear.

By 1cAom and by what vessel capture made.-Acting Master Oharles
H. Brown, U. S. S. Cmur de Lion.

When capture made.-March 13, 1863.
Where and/or what reasons.-Oaught running the blockade.
The CQ-rgo, -if any on board.-As80rted goods in trunks, boxes, and

bale.
WhtJt papers found.-None.
Remarka.-At 9: 30 a. m., while lying at anchor in Blakistone Island

Harbor, saw a canoe come out of Shank's Island Oreek, Rtanding over
toward Virginia. Got underway and stood toward her, firing as we
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caught sight of her between the snow squalls. At length we succeeded.
in drivin~her ashore and captured the goods and oue of the persons;
the others (four iu nUDJ,ber) escaped. It blowing very strong and a
heavy sea running, the goods were much damaged before they were
received 011 board. The cargo consisted of 2 trunks, dry goods, and
fancy articles; 3 boxes, contents unknown; 1 bale shoe thread; 1 leather
valil!le ofneedles,etc.j 1 bag, containing dry goods; 1 empty carpetbag.
All the above much aamaged by water.

BLAKISTONE ISLAND ANOHORAGE, j(arch. 13; 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned canoe, prisoner, aud mer

chandise were captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S.
Oreur de Lion, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above
designated, and that the above and annexed statement is true III every
particular.

CHAS. H. BROWN,
Acting Master, Oommattding.

Report oj Acting Master Street, U. S. N aVYa commanding U. S. S. Prim·
rose, requesting permission to reoonfwiter certain creeks oj the Potomac
River.

U. S. S. PRIMROSE,
Off Aquia Oreek, March. 20, 1863.

SIR: Believing there is an avenue yet open at Pope's, Mattox, and
Monroe's creeks, Virginia (which are but 2 miles apart), from Wicomico
River, Maryland, to ruu the blockade, I would respectfully ask permis
sion to proceed thither with a small force (say two vessels besides the
Primrose) to make a reconnoissance of the above creeks for the purpose
of ascertaining if there are any boats or persons up the same that still
carryon the contraband trade.

This point is entirely unguarded, both by troops on the Maryland
shore or the flotilla, nor bas there ever been, to my knowledge, any
expedition made up either of these creeks by vesflels or boats of the
flotilla, aud from my personal knowledge of the above places, they have J
been and still are the main avenues of trade to Virginia. .,

Hoping tha:t I am acting in accordance with duty in making the
above application,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM T. STREE'r,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Lieutenant·Oommander SAMUEL MAGAW,

OQ1nmanding First Di'vision Potomac Flotilla.

Order oj Lieutenant-Oommander Magaw, U. S. Na",'Y, commanding First
Division Potomac Flotilla, to Acting Ma4lte,. Street, U. S. NarYJ/, com
manding U. S. S. Primrose, regarding the examination oj (''Teeks enter
ing the Potomac River.

U. S. S. FREEBORN, March 21,1863.
SIR: You will make such an examination of Upper Macbodoc, Mon

roe's, Mattox, and Pope's creeks, Virginia (and Rosier's), as you deem
safe, with the following force, viz!,pthe Primrose, Teaser, and ten men
(volunteers), from the Freeborn or xankee.
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Care must be taken against surprise or an attack upon pickets or
scouts that may be our own.

The object you will keep in mind is the seizure of such boats !lnd
arrest of such men as may still be engaged in the contraband trade.
You must guard against your men straggling or foraging.

Mr. Rollins, captain's clerk, will accompany you as KUide.
Yours, faithfully,

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant· Oom.mancler.

Acting Master STREET, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Primrose, First Division.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, CO'mmanding U. S. S. Prim·
rose, of examination of Pope's Oreek, Virginia, and capture of tlVO boats
at Great Meadows, Va.

u. S. S. PRIMROSE,
Potomac Flotilla, Marek 24, 1863.

8m: In obedience to your orders of the 21st instant, I this morning
proceeded to Pope's Oreek, Virginia, in company with the U. S. S.
Teaser, and landed at the mouth of the creek, but finding there was not
water enough to admit the passage of my boats, I walked up the shore
a distance of 2 miles. I found nothing but a small seine boat and
seine. I then left the creek and went to the residence of Mr. John
Critcher. I found no one there but colored persons, from one of whom
I gained information that there were a number of boats below at a
place known as the Great Meadows. I immediately returned to my
vessel, got underway and steamed down the river, accompanied by the
U. S. S. Teaser, to the above-named place, where, upon landing, I
found a boat that had been used to run the blockade. I sent Oaptain
[PhilipJSheridan and crew up a ravine, in which, about 200 yards, they
round a large canoe concealed in the bushes that had evidently been
used for the same purpose. Further search was made, but found no
other boats. Had it not been storming I think it very probable we
would have during the night arrested the parties engaged in running
the blockade, 8S I was informed they lived only a short distance from
the landing. Both the boats I bronght away, and will deliver them
to you.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM T. STREET,

Acting ilfasfer, Oom.manding.

Lieutenant-Oommander SAMUEL MAGAW,
Oom.manding First DiviBiOfl Potom.ac Flotilla.

Weekly report of Lieutenant-Oommander Maga1o, U. S. Navy, com.mand
ing First Division Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. S. YANKEE, Marek 24,1863.
8m: I have the honor to report the position of the vessels of the

First Division during the past week and at present:
Station A.-Mortar schooner A. Hugel.
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Station B.-Mortar scbooner Daniel Smith and steamer Reaolute.
Stati.on C.-Steamers Yankee and Freeborn.
Siation D.-Mortar schooner Sophronia and steamers Primrose and

Teaser.
The Dragon is employed as a dispatcb vessel and remains at Aqnia

Creek wb('n I am absent.
Notbing worthy of note has occurred. The Primrose and Teaser are

examining the creeks on the Virginia side on Station D, and have
destroyed some boats on suspicion of their having been used in cross
ing the river.

The Freeborn brought up from the lower or Second Division some
refugees. I suspected some of them of carrying mails and turned them
over to the provost-marshal at this place. We wiII send them to Wash
ington after due examination.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant·Commaftder.
Commodore A. A. HA,RWOOD, etc.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting report 1'egarding seizure of scltooner E. WatermaR
by U. S. S. Reliance.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'8 OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, D. C., March 24, 1863.
SIR: On Friday, tbe 20th instant, the schooner E. Waterman was

seized and sent up to this yard by Acting Master W. P. Dockray, of
the U. S. S. Reliance. She was found at St. Mary's River witbout cus
tom-bouse papers of any kind.

The papers in possession of' her master at the time of her seizure
show tbat she bad been employed by the Army tor the purpose of car
rying freigbt.

Am,mg them are two orders, one of tbem in lead pencil from Cap
tain and Assistant Quartermaster J. G. Jobnson, both expressed in the
following terms:

ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICE,
.4quia Creek, Va., March. -, 1863.

SIR: Yon willllt once proceed to Baltimore and upon your arrival report to W.
The CAPTAIN OF THE SCHOOXER WATERMAN.

The Department will observe that the Waterman wo·s picked np, not
on her way to Baltimore, but in St. Mary's River, the proper locality for
taking on board contraband goods to the opposite sbore at Wicomico.

The schooner had no cargo on board, and judging from antecedent
decisions, no intentional violation ofIaw wiII be found against her; but
I must protest against vessels employed by the land forces having so
much license to move witbin the region of blockade by the authority
only of an order from an assistant quartermaster.

Tbe E. Waterman must formerly have had a clearance from the ens·
tom bouse at Baltimore, B8 sbe had a Potomac pass in December last
to bring up a cargo of oats, which she could not have obtained without
the clearance.

I
,

)
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I would enquire whether it is regular for freight vessels employed
by the Quartermaster's Department to sail without the usual license
from the custom-house; if so, r am of opinion it will lead to great abuse.

r have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
[Enclo8ure.~

Commodore ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington Navy Yard.

u. S. S. RELIANOE,
St. llIa,ry's, March 20, 1863.

Sm: The schooner E. Waterman, which r this day seized and have
sent to the yard in charge of Acting Ensign Walters, is as clear a case
of violation of the revenue lawR as has ever come under my observa
tion, as she has neither register, license, nor enrollment; and how she
passed all the gun. and mortar boats with the guard vessels at Piney
Point on the papers r have forwarded to you is beyond my comprehen·
s10n, coming as she did froID Aquia Creek. She is a flne schooner and
valued by her owner at $10,000. She has no cargo.

[ am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. DOOKRAY,

Acting Master, Oommanding.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, regarding regulations governing fisheries in the Potomac River.

POTOMAC FL01.'ILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, March 25, 1863.
Sm: Lieutenant-Commander Magaw has written to me that not being

aware of the new re~ulations of the War Department governing the
fisheries of the Potomac, he had given permission to several persons to
fish under the terms agreed upon between him and General Hooker
when the latter commanded at Budd's Ferry last year, namely, "cer
tain channel limits, and if caught or reported for using their boats for
any other purpose, the boats were to be broken up, the nets confiscated,
and the parties turned over to the provost-marshaL" Lieutenant-Com
mandt'r Magaw observes that some men who depend upon fishing for a
living, and operate upon a very small scale, can not give the bond
required. He has been informed that a Baltimoreail by the name of
Cunningham is about to fish at Budd's Ferry on a larger scale than the
poorer class of fishermen can afford to do, and yet his securities and
license amount to the same aM those who only work one gill net.

It seems to me right that, while due care is taken that fishing and
nothing el8e tlbould be the' occupation of the parties, the poorer class of
fishermen should be the favored one, if a.ny distinction be made at all.

Lieutenant-CommanderMagaw represents furthermore that the !Iary·
land 8hore is now pretty thoroughly picketed and that the pickQts had
commenced taking boat8 from all parties without cause that he could
see. He was about having an interview with the colonel commanding
at Liverpool Point npon the subject.
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I have sent to Brigadier-General Martindale a copy of that part of
Lieutenant-Commander Magaw's letter relating to the fisheries.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tke Navy.

Report of Lieutenant·Oommander McCrea, U. S. Navy, commaf&di1lg
Second Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding disposition of v68se18.

U. S. S.K1NG PHILIP,
Potomac Flotilla, March 26, 1863.

SIR: In obedience to yonI' order I have visited the several stat.ioDs
of the Potomac Flotilla under my command, and would report that the
Wyandank has been relieved by tIle mortar schooner Racer as guard
vessel, and the first named has been sent to her former station in
Wicomico River.

My command is considerably weakened by the absence of the J(W()b
Bell, Satellite, and Wyandank, also by the Eureka not being serviceable
in parts of the river about Piney Point, owing to heavy winds and seas.

Tho light duties of the upl'er division I would suggest conld easily
dispense with two vessels, say Primrose and Dragon, their armament
being snfficiently heavy to join any expedition or cooperative force up
the !tappahannock, and furthermore, the guard vessel at Piney Point
being a sailing craft requires a steamer within signal distance to pre
vent vessels violating the pass regulations. Again a necessity of more
force is occasioned by transports landing troops on the Virginia aud
Maryland shores and wantonly destroying property and otherwise mal
treating the inhabitants. The upper division is guarding a section
where our own troops are, while this is entirely under the control of
the naval force of this division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, "
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant· Oommander and Captain of the Fleet,
Oommanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD, .
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla" Washington Navy Yard.

P. S.-Since writing the above the U. S. S. Jacob Bell has arrived on
her station; she is but a light addition under the circumstances.

E. P. MCCREA.

General instructionB of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding
Potomac Flotilla, to Lieutenant-001nmander Magaw, U. S. Nwvy, com
manding First Division.

MA.ROH 26, 1863.
SIR: Your letters of the 20th, 22d, and 23d instant have been received.
With reference to the Dragon, it appears that the iuformatioll I received

that she had been injured in pulling the Primrose off was incorrect.
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Please to send regularly a weekly report from all the vessels in your
division, and canse such enquiries to be made in all cases requiring
notice that I may be kept informed of the coudition of" the flotilla. If
nothing of moment occurs, let me know at least exactly where each
vessel is stationed.

As your command extends to Alexandria, I wish you to see that a
proper lookout is kept for all the points on the Virginia shore where
there is a probability of tbe contraband trade being carried on. There
are many persons who have passes for transporting manure, wood, etc.,
which should be looked after.

I have sent an extract of your unofficial note to Brigadier-General
Martindale.

I have also sent a copy of that part of the letter which relates to the
fisberies to the Department. The arra:r:tgement as it now stands does
not appear to mejnst, and I am in hopes of having some modification
established in favor of the poorer class of fishermen.

I send yon a copy· of the regulations established by the War Depart
ment, with the approbation of the Secretary of tbe Navy. You will
see that by article 6 all fishermen are under the surveillance of the
tlotilIa.

I enclose you a general order from the Department relative to pas
sengers and others, which you will be careful to communicate to all
commanding officers in your division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomao Flotilla.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Oommanding First .Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Nary, commanding U. S. S. Prim
rose, regarding expedition to Roaier's Oreek, Virginia.

U. S. S. PRIMROSE,
Station fl, Potomao Flotilla, J1farch 27,1863.

Sm: I yesterday made an expedition to Rosier's Creek, Virginia, in
company with the U. S. S. Teaser. I arrived off the creek at 12 m., and
mad" all arrangements to land witb safety, as we were about 10 miles
beyond the picket lines of our Army, and as I had seen Confederate
cavalry in the vicinity but a few.days before. 1 first landed at the .
farm on Bluff Point, for the purpose of ascertaining if it were safe to
proceed np the creek with our boats. Upon landing I found that there
had been no rebel cavalry seen for a few days past. I therefore ordered
Captain Shirk, with his two boats-one und~r his own charge, tbe other
under the charge of Master's Mate [Charlesl Case-to proceed up the
creek! followed by two boats from this vessel under the charge of Mas
ter's Mate Jacob Hahn, while 1\11'. Rollins (our guide),Mr.[L. B.1 Leland,
second assistant engineer, and myself, with a small force, walkea around
the shore, keeping abreast of the boats. 'Ve went up the creek to its
head and found two boats, one of which was destroy~d, the other
brought away, which, with your permission, I will keep for the use of
the tlotilla. We did not meet any resistance, nor did we see any cav
alry. I visited several farmhouses and found all the inhabitants

• See p. 242.
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strong advocates of secession. There arc, however, very few men left;
in this section of the coun try, which looks In a most desolate condition,
the poor people having scarcely the necessaries of lite. I would most
respectfully call your attention thereto. I learned also that there are
but few scouts or guerrillas in the northern neck, and from Westmore
land Court-Houso west a force can be landed from the gunboats with
safety, but below that point cavalry cross from the Rappahannock
nightly. 'rhere is very little crossing on the Potomac at present except
by Jews, aided by men back in the forest, and whom I can not get, as
these expeditions are made in the daytime, when they take to the woods.

I have two more expeditions to make, viz, Mattox and Upper l\fach
odoc creeks, and when they are completed there will be no more cross
ing between Mathias Point and Nomini Cliffs, as I will then have all
the boats destroyed, both on I~nd and in the water.

I find that our guide, Mr. Louis N. H.ollins, is thoroughly acquainted
with the country, and with his aid am enabled to carry out the inten
tion of these expeditions with dispatch.

I have the honor to be, your most obediellt servant,
W. 'l'ELL STREET,

Acting .Master, Commanding.
I.ieutenant-Commander SAMUEL l\IAGAw,

Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potol1lac Flo
tilla, regarding arrest of contrabandists.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, .A.pril6, 1863.

SIR: Acting Master W. T. Street arrested two persons, named Bow
lin Curley and James Sutton, living on Bluff Point, Virginia, and
ellgaged in supplying the rebels with goods.

On the 27th ultimo Curley attempted to haul certain supplies across
the peninsula to the Rappahannock, but WlI.8 intercepted by our cavalry,
who captured the Yehicle and goods, but Cnrley escaped.

The goods in question were secreted in Sutton's house at Bluff Point
(below Mathias). The men above named have been actively engaged
in contraband operations, for which the locality (the narrowest part of
the peninsula nearly opposite to Poct Royal) gives them the best facil
ities.

Persons of this character have been before arrested. and after a short
confinement released, which should not be the case unless ample secu
rity is given that they will not returu to their old business, as they
materially aid in keeping up the supplies, which are, like money, the
siuewli of war.

I have placed these men in the custody of the provost-marshal and
given him all the information in my possessiou iu relation to them.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient stlrvant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOD. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Prim·
·rose, of boat eap6ditwn up Monroe's Oreek, Virginia.

U. S. 8. PRIMROSE,
Station D, Potomac Flotilla, March 31, 1863.

Sm: Since making my last report I learned that at the time of our
expedition up Rosier's Creek there were goods secreted in the ceIlar of
.Mr. Sutton's house on Bluff Pointz. ~nd on the night following he carted
them over to Bowlin Curley, on Monroe's Creek. This was on Friday
nigbt. On Saturday night Mr. Cudey attempted to haul the goods
over to the Rappahannock, but was intercepted by our cavalry, who
captured horses, cart, and goods, but Mr. Om'leyescaped. 1 last night,
in company with Captain Sheridan, of the Teaser, with three boats,
went up Monroe's Creek and succeeded in capturing Mr. Curley. He
does not hesitate to say that he has aided the blockade runners largely.

From a Mr. King, living at Kinsale (Mr. Watson's house" 1 have
been able to gain important information. He states that two nights
previous to my landing at Bluff Point a sloop belonging to Mr. James
Woodey (living in Accomac County, eastern shore of Virginia) landed'
goods at Mr. Sutton's, and that she makeR a trip every eight or ten
days, landing the goods either at Wbite Point or at MI" Sutton's.

1 have not been able to learn the name of the sloop, but will keep a
sharp lookout for ller.

This IIft:>rning .1 steamed up to Bluff Point and sent an armed boat
on sbore under tbe charge of Master's Mate Char1f~s Stewart to arrest
Mr. Sutton, which be succeeded in doing. 1 send both of the prisoners
to you by the Teaser.

Mr. Rollins, your clerk, Mr. Benjamin, of the Teaser, and Mr. Leland,
second assistant engineer of this vessel, accompanied me on this occa
sion. Both officers and men on this expedition acted to my entire
satisfaction, and am happy to add that thus far no casualties have
occurred.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfuIly, your obedient servant,
W. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Oommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Actin(l Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Prim
rose, requesting authority for arrest of contrabandists.

U. S. 8. PRIMROSE,
Station D, Potomac Flotilla, March 31, 1863.

8m: I wbnld most respectfully call yoUI' attention to the enclosed
letter/ received by Mr. Rollius from his father; the names of the
indiVIduals mentioned therein are Milton Marmaduke, Edward Porter;
the other not known.

Tbere is a large qnafitity of cnred meat at variouA points belonging
to rebels ill arms against the Government, and from various reliable
sources I learn that they are waitiug a favora.ble opportunity to convey

·Not found.
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the same to the .Army over the Rappahannock. May I ask if yon will
give me an order to take it; also to arrest the above persons.'

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,
Oommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report oj Acting Jlfaster Van Bos"kirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Adolph Hugel, regarding capture of tt'hisky.

U. S. S. ADOLPH HUGEL,
Guard Ship off Alexandria, April 1, 1863.

SIR: While one of the boats of this vessel was out on guard duty
under the charge of Acting Master's Mate Horace B. Miller dnring
oIast ni~ht, he captured a boat on the Maryland shore loaded with fonr
breakers of whisky. The appearance of the boat indicated that it had
been hastily abandoned. After .taking the whisky from the boat,
destroyed it, as it was half full of water and nearly unfit for use.

I take this first opportunity of sending the officer that captured it to
you, having in charge the whisky.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES VAN BOSKIRK,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Navy Yard and Potomac Fl~tilla.

Instructions from Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Poto
mac Flotill{(, to Lieufen{(nt-Oommander Afaya'w, U. S. Navy, commaAd·
ing First ]Jil'ision, regarding seizure oj supplies intended for tht:
Oonfederate Government.

APRIL 6, 1863.
SIR: I have received your letter and the reports of Acting Master

W. T. Street.
The utmost vigilance is expected to prevent the transmission of sop

plies across the peninsula.
With regard to the letter of Mr. Rollins and the accumulation of

cured meat and other provisions, supposed to be intended to supply the
enemy, proper care must be taken to discriminate betwoon provisions
laid up for the use of the people who work the plantations and goods
evidently stored up to supply the enemy. Due allowance in entertain
ing reports must be made for the embittered feeling which exists 011
what may be termed the neutral ground.

Whenever you are satisfied fl'om reliable sources that goods or pro
visions are to be found which are intended for transportation to the
rebel lines, you ',. ill give immediate notice to the nearest provost
marshal of the Army, and proffer any naval aS8istauce that may be
necessary. '

Act at your discretion if there are no military authorities within
reach, and if there are, refer cases which relate to the land to them.
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Your question with regard to passengers belonging to the land forces
has been referred to the Navy Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,
Oommanding First Division Potomac Fl{)tilla.

Report of Oomm{)dore Harwood, U. S. Na'l/,,!/, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting certificate of capture by lJ. S. steamers Ourrituck and
Anacostia.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Nomy Yard, Washington, D.O., April 7, 1863.

SIR: I enclose for the information of tbe Department a certificate of
capture made on the 3d instant by the U. S. steamers Currituck and
AftaCQstia, of the Potomac Flotilla.

The tobacco was found secreted in tbe bouse of James Hurst, a noted
smuggler, situated about a mile from tbe anchorage at Indian Creek,
Virginia. Hurst made his escape.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
. ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oomm{)dore, Oommandi'ng Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the N fWy.

[Enc1OllUrtl8. ]

U. S. S. CURRITUOK, POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Indian Oreek, Va., April 3, 1863.

SIR: Having received information from a reliable source that a
qnantity of medicines for the use of the rebel Army was expected at
this place, I left the Rappahannock this morning, accompanied by tbe
A1laCOstia.

On arriving here I detailed fifty men from the two vessels to pro
ceed to the house of James Hurst, about a mile from our anchorage,
who was the consignee; he left on our approach and could not be cap
tured. The house was tboroughly searched and 19 boxes of tobacco
found. We ascertained that a quantity of goods was sent by him to
Richmond that morning.

I have reason to know that Hurst is the most extensive speculator in
the county, and his house the headquarters of all the smugglers from
the Maryland shore and all rebel soldiers belonging to tbe county 011
leave of absence.

I send you the tobacco in the care of Paymaster Frank Clarke, of
this vessel, who goes to Washington for fuuds.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. LINNEKIN,

Acting Jlfaster, Oommanding, and Senior Officer, Station H.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington, D. O.
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Potomao Flotilla.-Certiftoow of captul·e.

Name and character of prize.-Eighteen boxes tobacco.
By whom and by what vessel capture made.-OurrU:t<:k and Anacostia.
When capture made.-April3, 1863.
Where and jor 1C'hat reasons.-At the house of James Hurst, 1 mile

from Indian Oreek, Virginia; a large speculator in smuggled goods.

APRIL 4, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned 18 boxes tobacco was cap

tured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Currituck, of the
Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that
the above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

T. J. LINNEKIN,
Acting Master, Commanding.

[Tel..gram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 13, 1863.
Send the Yankee and one otlier steamer to Acting Rear·Admiral Lee

at once. Seud list, semimonthly, of your force.
GIDEON WELLES

Seeretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommand4nt Navy Yard, Washington.

[Telegram. J

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON,
April 13, 1863-1 :40 p. m.

Orders will go down immediately for the Yankee and tlie Primrose to
join Acting Rear-Admiral Lee. The report of my force will be sent in
as soon as it can be made up. Currituck, Reliance, aud Satellite are all
at the yard for repairs. There is but one steamer of any force at the
Rappahannock.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

[Telegram.] ,
NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 13, 1863.

At what hour and date did the Penobscot, Yankee, and Primrosc leave
for Hampton Roads! Send two more of your liglitest draft armed
steamers without delay, and report what hour they leave.

GIDEON WELLES.
Oommodore HARWOOD,

Navy Yard, Washington.
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Order of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
ro .Lieutenant· Commander McCrea, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Second
Diftiaion, regarding U. S. S. Primrose.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA.
COMMANDANT's OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

lVa8/iington, April 13, 1863.
SIR: Dispatch the U. S. S. Primro8ewithout delay to Newport News,

Va., and direct Acting Master Street to report his vessel lor service on
her arrival to Acting Rear·Admiral S. P. Lee, commanding North
Atlntic Blockading Squadron.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

ConUllOdore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla,.
Lieutenant-Commander EDWARD P. MCCREA,

Commanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.

[Endonement. ]

SIR: You will report immediately in obedience to the above order.
Vet-y respectfully, etc.,

E. P. MCCREA,
Lieutenant-Commander, Second Dil'ision, Captain of the Fleet.

[Acting Master STREET, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. Primrose.]

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magall', U. S. Nat'y, commanding Fir8t
Divmon Potomac Flotilla, transmitting letter from General Hooker,
U. S. Army, requesting cooperation in the Rappahctnnock River.

SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieutenant· Commander.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Fl{)tilla, April 14, 1863.

DEAR Sm: The Yankee has sailed for Newport News. I enclose you
a copy of General Hooker's letter of last night. I have sent an extract
to McCrea, and will leave here this afternoon ·for the Rappahannock.
I send the Resolute up with this note, and a sick lOan from the Yankee.
As I have but this steamer, the Teaser, and Re801ute, I will be obliged
to take one of the Second Division ann will probably see Captain
:McL'nIa to·night. 'fhe schooner T. A. Ward remains at Aquia during
my absence. Your letters, per Resolute, were duly J:eceived, and those
for Captain McCrea sent down by the Yankee.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Semiofficial.]

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding.

[Enclo8ure. ]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, April 13, 1868.
The major-geueral commanding directs me to request that you will

send two of your gunboats into the Rappahannock River to come up as
far as Port Royal, and farther, if possible. He has reason to believe
that the batteries located on the river below Port Royal have been
wiLbdrawn.
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It is desired that your demonstrations shall hold the enemy in that
vicinity, and keep them from retiring. If the batteries are there, the
purposes for which you go would be favored by exchanging a few shot8
with them. It is hoped that this movement will be made as soon as
possible.

He also desires that you should commnnicate to Oommander McCrea
his request that he will have a portion of his fleet ready to convoy a
fleet of supplies to the Pamunkey River.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
Lieutenant·Commander MAGAW,

Potoma.c Flotilla.

Unofficial letter from Lieutenant·Oottlmander Magaw, U. S. Naf>'!J, com
manding First Divisio'n, t{) Oommod{)re Harwood, U. 8. Naf>'!J, com
manding Potomac Flotilla, regarding proposed expedition t{) Pfn-t
Royal, Va.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, April 14, 1863-12 p. m.

My DEAR SIR: I shall make an effort to reach Port Royal by
to-morrow night (15th), although I think Major-Heneral Hooker, on onr
part, is making a very small feint. If we had some transports with
raw troops on board, the enemy's attention might be attracted, but
without a cooperating force, I fear "General W. P. Lee" will laugh at
us. We are hard up for pilots, but will do our best. I shall take with
me the A nacostia and Dragon.

Respectfully and faithfully, yours,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Oommand6.
CoJtlmodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oomtnanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommodore Har1cood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding tke withdrawal of vessels for duty in the RappahanMck
River.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, D.O., April 15, 1863.

SIR: I sent the Ella down yesterday with orders to dispatch the
Oreur de Lion and Teaser. I had previously sent the order by tele
graph to Aquia Creek.

The orders for the Primrose and Yankee were duly dispatched by the
Resolute on Monday.

Last evening, April 14, I received the following telegram from Lieu
tenant-Commander Magaw, from Aquia:

Yankee hall gone. Lieutenant-Commander McCrea will receive your telegraphic
order in relation to the GOJur de Lion and will seud the GOJur de Lion. I will lIend
the Teale?" to-night.

This morning the Resolute returned and brought me information that
I,ieutenant-Commander Magaw had beeu called upon byGeneral Hooker
to assist him in the Rappahannock, and bad left Aquia Creek for that
purpose.
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I send no copy of General Hooker's letter· to the Department by an
officer that the exact state of things may be understood.

The Freeborn, Jacob Bell, IJragon, and Anacostia are the only effect·
ive steamers for the service required, and. the withdrawal of them
leaves the Potomac River comparatively unguarded. The .R88olutei:i
only fit for river duty, as her boilers want repairs. The Ourrituck,
Satellite, Qnd Rcliance are at the yard for repairs; the Reliance will be
readv for service to·morrow afternoon. The first two will be in hand
two or three weeks. I beg leave to reqnest the decision of the Depart·
ment in relation to Acting Master Dockray, referred to in my Jetter of
the 11th instant, No. 164, forwarding the record of a board of enquiry
in his case.

I bave the honor to be, with great respect, yonr obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

The master boiler maker has jnst reported that the .R88olute is not
safe for further service, and that five weeks will be reqnired to com·
plete ller repairs.

A.A.H.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 15, 1863.
Yon will have to carry out General Hooker's wishes with what force

yon have, retaining one steamer in the Potomac besides the Ella.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NafJy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington.

Weekly report of Lieutenant-Commander McCrea, U. 8. Navy, command
ing Second Division Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL, GUARD SHIP,
Piney Point, April 15, 1863.

Sm: I have the honor to submit the following:
Since my last report the Yankee and Teaser of the First Division, and

the Oreur de Lion and Primrose, of this division, have been ordered to
report to Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee at Hampton Roads, agreeably
to your orders. There now remains in this division the Jacob Bel~ at
present guard ship; Eureka, Wyandank, storeship at Wicomico l:;ta
tion in the Potomac; Anacostia and IJragon, on Rappahannock station
(H). The two latter at present are with OaptainMagaw, he having gone
up the Rappahannock at the request of General Hooker.

Captain Ma~aw forwarded me a request of General Hooker's, that I
would have [0.1 portion of my vessels ready to convoy a fleet of supplies
to the Pamun"Key River. The Pamunkey being under Admiral Lee's
command, I purposed, had the supplies arrived, to convoy them to the

• See p. 255.
N W R-VOL 5-17
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senior officer in Admiral l,ee's command on the station below the Pian
katank and turn them over to bim, as I considered I conld not trespaBS
on Admiral Lee's department without proper authority.

I have no vessels now for any purpose save this one, which is the
guard ship.

I should like to have the Ella for the purpose of passing up and
down the whole river, as the six mortar sehooners are at their respective
stations, and as captain of the fleet and senior officer present during
the temporary absence of Captain }Iagaw.

Extremely bad weather since the receipt of your order regarding the
veRsels detailed to Admiral 1J8e has prevented their departure, but will
leave at the first favorable change in the weather. Pilots decline going
out in the heavy sea.

I llave forwarded you a report of the engineer of the Eureka concern
ing the machinery of that vessel.

April 16, 6 a. m.-U. S. steamers Yankee, Omur de Lion, Primrose,
and Teaser sailed at 0 :15 a. m. to-day for their destination. I send the
Ella up immediately to let you know. I hope you [will] send herimme
diately back to me for service.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant-Oommander and Oaptain of the Fleet.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington, n. O.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding POt.omM Flo
tilla, transmitting intelligence regarding operations in the Rappahan
nock River.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFIOE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, April 20, 1863.
SIR: I enclose herewith the copy of a letter from Acting Master

Nelson Provost to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, giving some infor
mation relative to the operations ot' the vessels belonging to the flotilla,
and of the enemy in and near the Rappahannock.

I llave the llOnor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. ANAOOSTIA,
POtomac Flotilla, April 1" 1863.

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that, according to your instruc
tions of the 15th instant, I proceeded up the Rappahannock River in
company with the U. S. S. Dragon, Acting Master [George E.] Hill,
commauding.

We arrived at Bristoe [Brisco] mines too late to proceed any farther
with safety and anchored. From reliable information we found that
the enemy were in strong force and with heavy batteries from Port
Tobago [ToblWCo, Va.] (4 miles above us) up to Fredericksburg; also
that General J ack80u commands the enemy below ~'redericksburg.
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Three hundred of the enemy's cavalry crossed the river above Bristoe
[Brisco] mines on last Sunday evening, and remained two days, expect
lllg to cut oft· some of our cavalry. There is a line of new entrench
ments below Layton's, and a rebel regiment of cavaky under Colonel
[S.] Crutchfield, 2 miles back. From information, I considered it pru
aent to drop down below Leeds during the night, as we had attracted
the attention of the enemy, and spread the report that we were coming
in force.

During our passage up the river (110 miles) and down, we did Dot
receive any shots, although they had everything prepared to cut us off
at or about Layton's, if we 11ad remained a few hours longer. I am
convinced that squads of the euemy's cavalry cross the river above and
below Bristoe [Brisco] mines, almost daily.

From Jones Bluff, and all the way np the river we saw numerous
army wagons. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON PROVOST,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

&port of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting enclosures regarding the disposition ojthejorce under
hiB oommand.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, April 22, 1863.

8m: I have this morning received the enclosed telegram from Gen
eral Butterfield to -Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, and as General
Hooker is not apparently aware that all the disposable steamers are
already cooperating with him or temporarily detached for service under
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, I enclose also It list of the vessels com
posing the Potomac Flotilla, with their whereabouts and condition, in
order to prevent any misapprehension with regard to the availability
of the flotilla in its present condition to assist the Army in two difl'erent
quarteJ:s at once.

n i8 proper to remind the Department that the whole force of the
yard has been employed in repairing vessels fl'Om difl'erent squadrons,
and that the service which the vessels were upon being of a more impor
tantcharacter than that in which the Potomac Flotilla has been engaged,
the timely repair of vessels under my command has been unavoidably
postponed until it could be deferred no longer. The call for what remains
in condition for service in difl'erent quarters has been embarrassing, but
I do not complain of that, and merely request to state in time exactly
to what extent assistance can be afforded.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD.

[Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.]

[Enclostll'e8.-Telegram.]

HEADQU.ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMA.O,
April 20, 1863.

The m8tjor-general commanding desires to be informed of the number
of boats in the Potomac Flotilla, what you have, and where the boats
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are. He has been advised by the President that they will act under
his orders. He desires that none should go away without his knowl
edge. He desires the same information with regard to the :lleet of Com
modore McCrea..· Please answer.

Lieutenant-Commander MAGAW.

DANL. BUTTERFIBLD,
Major· General, Ohief of Staff.

ANDW. A. lIA.RwoOD.

P01'OMAO FLOTILLA.,
CO!OlANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, April 22, 1863.
The vessels of the Potomac Flotilla are distributed lIo8 follows:

Utulwgoing repair, at the navy yard.

Steamers.-Satellite, Ourrituck, Resolute.

Witl.Actitlf/ lUar-Admiral Lee', ,qllCldrOll.

Steamers.-Yankee, Teaser (disabled), Omur de Lion (disabled in action),
wheelhouse and wheel shot away in action in the Upper Nansemond on
the 18th; Primrose.

Under LieueettGld-CcmmGn.der E. P. McCrea.

SteamerB.~lWOb Bell, crank cracked and banded for temporary flerv
ice; Eureka, only flt for river service, disabled; Wyandank, storeship,
not available; Reliance, convoy of General Hooker's supplies.

Sailingve888ls (mortarsclw01.ers).-Racer, George Mangh,am, &pl.ronia
(guard vessel), with Eureka, at Piney Point, as tender.

Under Lieutmlallt-COWlmallder Samutl MagGUI.

SteafMrB.-Anacostia, Dragon, both in the Rappahannock River; FrtJe
born, Aquia Creek; Ella, dispatch vessel, Piney Point.

Sa.iling vessels (mortar sclwoners).-T. A. Ward, Aquia Creek; Dan.
Smith, Adolph Rugel (guard ve886l), Alexaudria, Va.

Semiofficial letter ff'Oflt Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Na"'Y, oommandi"fl
POWfllaC Flotilla, to Lieutenant-Com,nander Magaw, U. A"i. NafJY, c0m

manding First Divisioft, regarding the insufficency of the force in tlwse
waters.

APRIL 22, 1863.
My DEAR 8m: Your letter of the 21st instant, with General But

terfield's telegram of the 20th to you, WIWl received this morning by the
Leslie.

I sent you an answer by telegram, by which you will perceive that we
had already sent pretty much everything but" lame ducks" and mortar
schooners to the Rappahannock or to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee.

Teaser and Omur de Lion are disabled, the latter iu the fight at Nan·
semond. The pull is in too mauy directions at once for our feeble
mea.ns of supply. Nevertheless, you must take anything that can be
made available and do the best you can.

I send you a bst with the where aud what-about of the flotilla, etc.
Yours, very truly,

Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,
Oomma.nding First Division Potomac Flotilla.
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Lieutetlant· Oommander.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Magau', U. s. Nttvy, commanding First
Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding list of 'Vessels.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, April 22, 1863.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note and
th~ list of vessels of the flotilla; a copy of the letter I will send to
General Hooker this morning.

I told him in my telegram of yesterday that we had foul' vessels all
told (steamers) in the flotilla. but did not uame them; I meant the
Fre~born, Anacostia, Dragon, and Reliance.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington, D. O.

Order oftM Secretary of the Nomy to Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, enjoining caution against spiu in the
character of refugees.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, .April 24, 1863.
Sm: The Department is of opinion that the interests of the public

service require that persons seeking, or pretending to seek the protec·
tion of the vessels of the flotilla and representing themselves as refu
gees from the insurrectionary States, should be received with great
caution, as many of them are doubtless acting as spies. You will, there
fore, direct that our officers be on their guard in future as to the receiv
ing of those who apply to them undel""oircumstanoes at all suspicious.
It is not intended that this order shall apply to that class of persons
known as contrabands.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, acknowledging Department's instructions regarding refugees.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, May 19, 1863.

Sm: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of April 24
(missent) expressing an opinion that refugees from the insurrectionary
States should be received with great caution, etc., and in accordance
therewith the necessary instructions will be given to officers to be on
their guard for the future.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

OommocUwe, Oommanding Potomac .Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

S~creta,'Yof tlte Navy.
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Letter from Brigadier-General JIeigs U. S. Army, to the Secretary oft~
Nat·y, requesting the detenUon of all sutlers' vessels/or the Anny oftM
Potomac.

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFIOE,
Washington Oity, April 29, 1863.

SIR: The provost-marshal·general of the Army of the Potomac has
telegraphed to me, requesting that all sutlers' vessels for the Armyof the
Potomac be stopped until further notice, and that no private vessels will
be allowed to anchor or land between Belle Plain and Aquia Creek.

I have requested the Secretary of the Treasury to clear no vessels
upon permits lately signed in this office, and have to request that you
will instruct the flotilla not to pass sutlers'vessels until further notice.

I have the honOl' to be, your obedient servant,
M. C. MEIGS,

Quartermaster- General.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Lieutenant·Oommander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding First
Division, to stop all trading vessels on the Potomac.

APRIL 29,1863.
SIR: Instruct commanding officers of your division not to pass any

sutlers' vessels for the Army of the Potomac, and not to allow any
private vessel to anchor or land between Belle Plain and Aquia Creek
until further orders from the Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac FWtilla.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW.

[Telegr&m.)

NAVY YARD, 'VASHINGTON, April 30, 1863.
(Received at Washington 10:45 p. m.)

General Hooker requires all the available vessels suitable for the pur
pose at Aquia Creek to convoy storeships. Lieutenant-Commander
Magaw has only the Freeborn stationed in Aquia Creek for the protec
tion of the depot. McCrea has the Reliance and Ella. Dragon and
Anacostia are at the mouth of the Rappahannock, the former unsea
worthy; the rest are at Nausemond, except those which are uuder
repairs. Orders have been seut to the officers to do the best they can,
but if possible, it would be well to send vessels from the Chesapeake.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore.

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

{Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 1,1863.

Dispatch two of the four tugs seut from the Potomac to the mouth of
the Rappahannock.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Old Poillt Comfort.
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here besides the J!'reelJorn and Ward.
Willil\JDs.
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[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD, 'WASHINGTON, May 2,1863.
The Department directed Acting Rear·Admiral Lee to dispatch two

of the tugs to the mouth of the Rappahannock yesterday. When they
arrive, if not required there, offer their services to General Hooker for
any duty which may be most urgent.

ANDREW A. IIARWOOD.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Aquia Creek.

[Telegram.)

AQUIA CREEK, Ma.y 4, 1863.
It is important to have more force at this point. If the Ourrituck is

in condition, please send her down as soon as possible. She draws so
little water that I can get her up this creek.

SAMUEL MAGAW.
Commodore IlARWOOD.

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, May -1, 1863.
It is probable that the Ourrituck will be ready to leave the yard

Thursday morning. The Satellite may be ready 011 Wednesday even·
ing. The Yankee ought to be with you to.day; she left Hampton Roads
yesterday.

A. A. HARWOOD.
Lieutenant-Commander MAGAW,

Aquia Oreek.

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON,
May 5,1863.

Your telegram of April 29 directs that private vessels are not to be
allowed to anchor between Belle Plain and Aquia Creek. Persons
engaged in fishing still come with permits from General [John H.] Mar
tindale for wandering on Virginia shore in that region, but I do not
feel authorized to endorse such permits without further orders from you.
Please inform me how to act.

A. A. HARWOOD,
CommodQre.

The SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

[Telegram.]

AQUIA CREEK, 11fay 5, 1863.
The Dragon is the only vessel
I also send messages of General

SA.M:L. MAGAW.
Commodore lIARWOOD.



Captain MAGAW,
Aquia Greek.
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[TeIecram·]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, May 5,1863.
The following has just been received:
Will it not be possible for you to send any gunboats up the Rappahannock'

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain "MAGAW,
Aquia Greek.

[Telegram.]

[HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,]
May 5, 1863-3 p. m.

I hear the rebels are moving a force in the direction of Port Royal
[Va.]; they may have a pontoon train that way. Would it not be well
to have the gunboats come up as far as they can' .

A. PLEASONTON,
Brigadier-General.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Telegram.]

AQUIA CREEK, May 5, 1863.
I have received yours and General Pleasonton's dispatch. No;

steamers Freeborn and Dragon. They are considered necessary at
this point. Two others, the Yankee and Primrose, are at the Pianka
tank and the mouth of the Rappahannock; can lJot leave without rais
ilJ~ blockade. I doubt if they can get up above Toba~oBay, about 5
miles below Port Royal IVa.]. If you will assume the responsibility I
will send everything under my command up the RappahannoCk.

SAMUEL MAGAW.
General WILLIAMS,

Headquarters Army oj the Potomac.

[Telegram.]

[HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,]
. May 5, 1863-3 p. m.

Your telegram received. General Pleasonton's dispatch has been
transmitted to the commanding general. Pending his reply I do not
feel at liberty to give, in hi8 name, a.ny instructions with regard to
your steamers. Telegraph communication with the general has been
interrupted for two or three hours, but will probably be reestablished.
The unusually severe storm we are now having will doubtless postpone
two or three days the execution of auy design on the part of the enemy
of throwing a bridge across the river below here.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant A4jutant-General.



[Telegram.)

Lieutenant-Commander S. MAGAW,
Aquia Creek.

[EncIOllure.]
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[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Jlay 5, 1863.
The four boats sent from the Potomac Flotilla to Hampton Roads

have been ordered back. The first two left Hampton l~oadswith orders
to report at the mouth of the Rappahannock, and probably arrived
there yesterday. The other two were ordered to go to Aquia Creek,
but to touch off the Rappahannock. They ought to have beeu thE're
to-day. I acquaiut you with these facts so you shall have aU the
information to enable you to afford the utmost assistance in carrying
out the wishes of Major-General Hooker, which will be given you.

G. V. Fox,
Assi.stant Secretary.

Lieutenant-Commander MAGAW,
Senior Naval Officer off .Aquia Creek.

NAVY YARD,
Washingt01t, May 6, 1863-11:15 a. m.

Your telegram received. The storm I presume dela,};s the Creur de
LWn and Teaser, both on their way. 1 hope to send you the Currituck
and Satellite to-morrow or at furthest on l·'riday. Mr. Fox will come
down on the Ella to Aquia to-day, leaving between 11 and 12.

HARWOOD, Commodore.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tiUa, transmitting report regarding the seizure of scho01wr Samuel First,
May 6, 1863.

PO'l'OMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, May 20,1863.

8m: I have to inform the Department of the seizure of the schooner
Sa1nuel First, 011 the 6th instant, by the U. S. S. Dragon, for an attempt
to violate the blockade. The case has been referred, according to law,
to the district court.

The enclosed report of Acting Master G. E. Bill, commanding the
Dragon, will explain the reason alleged by the master of the schooner
for his conduct. I have reason to believe that the rag-s alluded to were
tents and old clothing left by the Army, which the "German in Alexan
dria" was about to appropriate, whether by permission of the military
authorities or not, I am not informed.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the Navy.

u. S. S. DRAGON,
Aquia Creek, May 10, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the schooner Samuel First,
detained on Tuesday last (the 6th iustant), was endeavoring to run
along~ide the wharf just above Potomac Creek entrance.
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The reasons the captain of her gave for running in here were that a
German in Alexandria had made a bargain with him to take from the
wharf (before mentioned) 5 tons of rags, at $8 per ton, to be delivered
at Philadelphia. I had him carefully overhauled, and found nothing
aboard of him. His papers were all right, from Alexandria and bound
to Philadelphia (via canal).

The schooner is (1) tons burden, and had a cargo of oats from Phila
delphia to Alexandria for the Quartermaster's Department on her trip
this way.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. E. HILL,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commandl'r SAML. MAGAW

fJommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Pri.
rose, regarding capture of schooner Sarah Lamnia.

u. S. S. PRIMROSE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, May 9,1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report that yesterday, after searching up
Carter's Creek for Olockade boats and goods, but not succeeding in
finding any, although I am informed that goods are being carried across
almost daily from Dividing amI Indian creeks to the head of Carter's
Creek and UOl'rotoman River, and from thence to the south side of the
Rappahannock, I then proceeded up to Corrotoman River. Not having
a pilot acquainted with the channel, I took 011 board a colored man who
was oystering I1ear the mouth, who knew the channel partially. After
he came on board I was informed that a schooner that had run the
blockade was up the river. I went up as far with the vessel as my
draft of water would allow, getting aground once, but was off again in
twenty minutes.

I then manned my small boats and rowed up to the head of the
river, where I fonnd the schooner. The crew on oor approach took to
the shore and made their escape, but before leaving partiallyer8sed
ller name from the stern. From what I can decipher and since learn,
I believe the vessel to be the Sarah Lavinia, of Deal's Island. There
were no papers found on hoard or anythin~ to indicate name or owners.

The vessel is light, with the exception of seven packages of gold lace
found in the cabin, they baving succeeded in landing her cargo at some
point unknown, and had removed everything of any value, evidently
with the view of abandoning her.

I shall send the prize to Washington under ~hargeof Actiug Master's
Mate Jacob Hahn, who assisted in making the capture.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. T. STREET,

Acting Jlaster, Commanding.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Washington Navy Yard and Potomac Flotilla.
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Report oj Lieutenant-Commander McCrea" U. S. Navy, commanding
Second .Divuon Potomac Flotilla, oj the capture by U. S. R. Primrose
oj the schooner Sarah Lavinia, and oj affairs oj his command.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, Rappahan'fr.Ock River, May D, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report:
I communicated with Lieutenant-Commander Magaw on the 7th

instant; the .Dragon was at Aquia. Creek. Lieutenant-Commander
Magaw requested the Yankee. I arrived here this afternoon, finding at
anchor the l"ankee, Reliance, and Primrose, the latter with a schooner, n.
blockooe runner about 40 tons, captured up one of the neighboring
creeks-Corrotoman. She had gotten nearly all her goods ashore but
some gold lace and afew articles. I will send her up when opportunity
occurs. The Currituck arrived at 9 p. m. this evening, which relieves
the Yankee, which I have ordered to join Lieutenant-Commander
Magaw. The Reliance will tow the scbooner to Piney Point, wbere she
will remain for the present.

The Primrose will remain here until the Anacostia arrives, which will
be on Thursday, when she will proceed to the Wyandank for provisions,
etc. I would suggest that the paymaster of the flotilla remain on board
the Wyandank until his services can be dispensed with, as the arrival of
the smaller vessels again upon the station demand of him money and
small stores, and there is always tronble and delay if he is not present.

Acting Master Street reports some paroled prisoners, sailors, on board
his vessel, whose accounts are adrift. I will attend to it when Pay
master Carpenter comes down.

I have ordered the Bell to the yard for repairs, and Acting. Masters
Bartholomew and Plunkett and Acting Ensign Gerrard as passengers
under arrest, and the commanding officer of the Bell to report in accord
ance to your orders of the 7th instant. I enclose a letter in reference
to Acting Ensign Gerrard.

I have repeatedly called the attention of the paymasters of the
flotilla regarding the returns made to me regarding the number of petty
officers and by whom rated, etc., but it seems they pay 110 attention to
A'eneral orders, and think of nothing but getting up to Washington on
BOme slight plea. I passed the Camr de Lion and ordered her up to
Washington for repairs. I am afraid the Primrose will have to undergo
repairs to her machinery, but will hold a survey on it at the earliest
moment. The following vessels of this division occupy the respective
8tations: Currituck and Primrose, Station H; Anacostia, Station G;
Reliance: Station F; Eureka, at Blakistone Island, and Wyandank, in
Wicomico River; Sophronia, gnard vessel.

The Satellite will be ordered to Station H.
I shall be in the Potomac possibly to·morrow evening, either at Piney

Point, or Blakistone Island.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. P. MOCREA
Lieutenant- Commander and Captain oj the Fleet,

Commanding Second .Division Potomac Flotilla.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Pot01llac Flotilla.



SAMUEL MAGAW,
Lieuf.enant-Oommander.
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander jlagaw, U. S. Navy, commanding First
Dit,ision Potomac Flotilla, regarding capture of 8clwoner Samuel Fir8t
and position of vessels of his command.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Potom,ac Flotilla, May 11, 1863.

Sm: I have the honor to report the Teaser as being able to remain
at her station for a while yet. I enclose the report· of Acting Master
Hill, commanding the Dragon, in relation to the schooner Samuel First.
I will release her after a few days unless I have your orders to send
her up. The Teaser is at Nanjemoy; the Dragon gone down to coal and
watch Mathias Point, where the enemy might make a demonstration
upon BOme of our transportation coming up the river. The Freeborn
lll~s gone to Piney Point for coal, and the mortar schooners remain in
the same position as my last report gives, with the exception of the
Dan Smith, moved over from Mattawoman to Quantico Creek. She i8
in eommunication with the Jand forces at Dumfries.

Your obedient servant,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oomma,nding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 14,1863.
The order of April 29 forbidding the passage of sutlers' vesRels is

revoked.
Sutlers who have been st~pped by said order will be allowed to pa.88.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na"".

Commodore A. A.. HARWOOD,
Oommanclant Navy rard, Washington, D. C.

Report of OO'lnmodore HartlJood, U. S. NafJY, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, trantmlitting documents regarding capture of sohooners Barak
LatJinia t and Ladies' lJelight.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, Ma,y 18,1863.

SIR: I enclose llerewith certificates of capture by a portion of the
flotilla stationed at the Rappahannock, of the schooners Harah Lavinia
and Ladies' Delight, of Baltimore, and a large quantity of goods.

TIle vessels were empty when captured, the goods having been
landed. Acting Master Linnekin having received information that 8.
portion of the cargo of the schooner Sarak Lavinia and a quantity of
stores belonging to the rebel Government were in their wareh01l8e at
Urbana, parties from the Primrose, Currituck, Anacostia, and SateUite
were landed, and Rucceeded in getting the goods named in the cer
tificate.
---- - - ---------

'Soo p. 265. t See illKO pp. 266,267.
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"Commendable zeal seems to have been shown by the commanders of
the vessels named above in the capture and destruction of the enemy's
property.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oam'MQaore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDBON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na'D'!/.

[Encloauree.]

u. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Rappahannock Rirer, May 14,186'3.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 12th il1stant at 4: 30 a. m.,
accompanied by the Primrose, I left the mouth of the Rappahannock
River for Carter's Greek to meet the Satell-ite, which I had sent up to
tbe mouth of the GOITotoman Uiver on the night of the 11th instant to
intercept canoes which are frequently carrying goods across to Urbana.
Un my arrival there I sent boats up the main branch to look for contra
band goods. In the meantime the Satellite came in and reported nothing
seen during the night. At 11 a. m. our boats returned. From parties
011 shore they learned that the warehouses at Urbana were filled with
Government goods, and that most of the cargo of the schooner Sarah
Larin'ia, captured in the OOITotoman on the 8th instant, was also there.

We got underway immediately, and at 12 :45 p. m. arrived off Urbana.
On seeing rifle-pits thrown up on the west side of the entrance we came
ro anchor in 10 feet of watE.'r, and I sent Acting Master Street, of the
Primrose, to the east side of the entrance, with about 35 men, to recon
noiter. He 800n came back and reported that he had found a large
quantity of goods, and that there were no cavalry nearer than Bowlers
Rocks, 15 miles distant. I immediately had boats dispatched and com·
menced bringing oft· goodll; at 5 p. m. they were all on board.

Acting Master Robinson, commanding the Satellite, being well
acquainted. at this place, I ordered him, after giving him some extra
men, to proceed. up the creek to get some bacon that was stored on the
wharf for the use of the rebels, but owing to the injection pipe of the
steamer getting stopped up as she came into Rhallow water, the engine
stopped and l;he went ashore on the east side of the channel, which
put a stop to operations for the night.

On the morning of the 13th, at high water, tried to tow off the Satel
lit~, but without success. At 9: 30 a. m. I sent about 50 men under
Acting Master Street to bring oft' the bacon. At 10 o'clock the Ana
costia arrived and assisted us by sending in two boats; the bacon was
all on hoard by 1: 30 p. m. At 2 p. m. I dispatched the Primrose, Act
ing Master Street, with 65 extra men and boats to go 4 miles down the
river and capture a lot of contraband goods, which I learned had been
landed from the schooner Sarah Lavinia, and stored in various houses
at that point.

At high water (7 p. m.), with the assistance of the Anacostia, I
pulled off the Satellite, she having beeu lightened by removing a por
tion of her stores. At 9 p. m. the Primrose returned, and Acting
Master Street reported having captured a large amount of whisky and
several boxes of miscellaneous goods; he destroyed 11 barrels of
Whisky, not having time to bring them oft'; part of the goods had been
removed before his arrival.

On the 14th instant, at 8 p. m., I dispatched Acting Ensign Nelson
with 50 men in 5 boats to go up the creek above Urbana and bring out
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"-
the schooner Ladies' Delight, of Baltimore, which had. been raised
within the past two weeks, probably for the purpose of running the
blockade. She was owned by a Mr. Street, a prominent secessionist
and a leading citizen of Urbana. Mr. Nelson seut the schooner off in
tow of three boats and proceeded up the creek with the other two and
destroyed another schooner, which 'was scuttled. On his return he was
fired into by a small party, supposed to be citizens. I am happy to say
that no one was hurt on our side. When he returned the fire they fled.

Two refugees with their families came on board; also a large lot of
contrabands, all of whom I shaH forward to Point Lookout.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. LINNEKIN,

Acting JlIa.ster, Commanding, and Senior Officer, Stati.Qn H.
Commod"Ire A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington, D. C.

Potomac Flotilla.-Certi.ftcaUl of capture.

Name and character of the prize.-Schooner Sarah Lavinia, of Deal's
Island, Maryland.

By whom and by what vessel capture made.-Captured by Acting
Master William T. Street, U. S. S. Primrose.

When capture made.-May ~, 1863.
Where and for what reasons.-Corrotoman River, for violating

blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-No cargo.
What papers found.-N0 papers.
Remarks.-This vessel was captured after succeeding iu landing her

cargo at some point unknown. The crew on our approlWh abandoned
her, taking everything available. In the cabin werefo\lnd seven pack·
ages of gold lace.

MAY 9,1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned schooner, Sarah LafJinia,

was captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Primrose,
of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time above designated, and that the
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

WM. T. STREET,
Acting Master, Commandi"fl.

Potomac Flotilla.-CertijUJaUl of capture.

Name and character of the prize.-Whisky, sugar, molasses, hams, etc.,
viz: Whisky, 57 barrels; molass6l:l, 1 barrel; sirup,3 barrell:!; sugar, 2
barrels; N. E. rUlli, 1 barrel; shoulders, 1 hogshead; flour, 8 bags;
buckets, 23; brooms, 23; shovels, 54; spades, 18; hay forks t 18; solidi
fied lye, 21 boxes; hoes, 2 boxeR; cofti~e, 4 boxes; salts,2 boxes; log
wood,2 boxes; pepper,3 boxes; candles,2 boxes; bacon, 575 pieces.
Schooner Ladies' Delight.

By Who-II! and by what vessel capture made.-Currituck, T. J. Linnekin;
Anacostia, Acting Master Provost; Primrose, Acting Master Street;
Satellite, Actin~ Master Robinson.

'When capture made.-May 12,1863; May 13,1863; May 14,1863.
Where and for u'hat reasons.-Urbana, Va.
The cargo, if any on board.-No cargo.
What papers found.-N0 papers.
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.Remarks.-These goods were captured on shore, having rUll the block
ade. They were found stored in several different houses awaiting trans
portation to Richmond. Part of these goods belonged to the so-called
Confederate Government. The balance were brought in by the schooner
&rah Lavinia, which ran the blockade, and after discharging was cap
tured by the Primrose in Corrotoman River. This schooner had. been
!1unk for eome time, but was raised about two weeks since, and being
refitted for the purpose of smuggling.

RAPP.llIA.NNOOK RIVER, May 14, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned articles of merchandise

were captured by the undersigned, ~mmanding the U. S. S. Ourrituck,
of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time above designated, and that the
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

T. J. LINNEKIN,
Senior Officer, Station H.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting report ofLieutenant·Oommander Jlagaw, U. S. Nal'Y,
commanding First Division, regarding courteous relations betuJBen the
Army and Navy.

NAVY YARD, W.A.SHINGTON, May 19, 1863.
SIR: I forward herewith a communication from Lieutenant-Com

mander Magaw in relation to the courtesy and kindness extended by
the military authorities to the First Diviflion of the Potomac Flotilla,
under his command.

Truly appreciating the importance of a cordial understanding between
the two services, I take pleasure in forwarding to the Department this
evidence of the satisfactory relation between the Army of the Potomac
and the flotilla.

I have the honor to be, with ~eat respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

OommodM'e, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
, [EnclOllure.]

u. S. S. YANKEE,
Potoma-e Flotilla, May 15,1863.

SIR: I beg respectfully to call your attention to the uniform courtesy
and kindness which my division of the Potomac Flotilla has received
at the hands of the army officers and others, heads of their respective
departments at their post.

To Captain T. E. Hall, assistant quartermaster, we have often been
indebted for coal, and for the use of his boats at such times as my own
were either away or when I did not deem it prudent to send them from
this point.

The assistance thus rendered has oftt>n enabled me to keep a larger
force here when I should otherwise have been obliged to send them for
coal, a distance of 60 miles, or to use them for the purpose of visiting
other stations in my division. .

These facilities have always been furnished us by Captain Hall when
he was 80 situated. that the public service of his own department would
not su1fer thereby.
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Lientenant-Oolonel fA. Parkerl Porter, commissary of subsistence at
this post, has also at times supplied us with boat~ alld has always fur
nished us by request witll fresh beef and vegetables when he could do
so consistently with the wants of the Army.

We have no other way of obtaining ii-esh provisions, and the good
health of the mell is nndoubtedly in a great measnreowing to the fresh
food which we have received from the commissaries at this point.

Captaiu [Brownelll Granger, acting commissary of subsistence, has
also been very attentIve in conveying orders from me to the vessels in
my division that lie on the route to his fleet of supplies now at Nanje
moy Creek.

To Mr. W. ·W. Wright, the superintendent of the railroad, we are also
indebted for many favors, but particularly for t.he promptness with
which he has supplied us with oil, our requisitions for that article not
llaving been filled at the yard for several months.

Indeed, had it not been for the kindness of Mr. Wright iu supplying
Ius] with this vital [article1, the steam vessels of the flotilla would
have been now perfectly useless.

Drs. [Thomas] McMillan and [Edward K.] Hogan have furnished. ns
from time to time with medicines, of which we found ourselves greatly
iu need. I have taken the liberty of writing the above to yOll, know·
ing that you appreciate any favors done to the vessels of your command,
and particularly when the services rendered were of sllch magnitude,
involving, as it did at times, the very moving of the vessels.

I respectfully suggest that some acknowledgment be made to the
above-mentioned gelltlemen either by yourself or the Department.

Everything that we have ever asked for has boon done with cheerful
ness and with a remarkable promptitude.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

.Lieutenant-Commander.
Comrpodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Letter from Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, oommaniling Potomac
Flotilla, to Lieutena.nt-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Division, extending thanks for courtesie8 received from the Army.. .

JUNE 8, 1863.
SIR: Your letter of. the 15th of May, referring to the courtesies

received by your division of the Potomac Flotilla at the hands of cer·
tain officers of the Army of the Potomac, whom you name, was duly
received and a copy of it sent to the Navy Department.

On the 4th instant I received the enclosed lettel' from the Secretary
of the Navy, by which you will perceive the War Department has been
made aware that yourself and officers wish to show their appreciation
of the attentions they have received from the Army.

You will please give to the military officers named in your letter my
warm tlJanks for their courtesy to those under my command, and my
assurance that it will afford me great pleasure to reciprocate in every
way in my power their good feeling.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDw. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Potomac Flotilla.



[ Enclo8ures.]

OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 273

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting papers regarding the capture of sutler's schooner
Mignonette, May 19, 1863.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, May 25,1863.

SIR: I enclose herewith the certificate of capture by the guard vessel
at Piney Point of the sutler schooner Mignonette, for having on board
of her articles llOt contained in her manifest, contrary to the stipulation
cont.'lined in her permit.

The Mignonette alTived at the yard this mornin g in tow of the Reli
ance, and her papers have been forwarded to the district attorney.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, .May 23,1863.

8m: I have the bonor to forward per U. S. S. Ella the sutler's
schooner .Mignonette, she having forfeited her cargo by attempting to
8IDnggle liqnor. Enclosed is her special permit. The prAparation was
marked" Lediard's Army Tonic; or, Soldier's Friend," but really wllisky
cocktail.

The Satellite arrived last evening, brinwng a prize schooner captured •
in the Rappahannock. I forward the reports· of Actin~Master Linne-
kin and Acting Master Robinson of the particulars. .

The Wyandank hus returned with tIle lumber, and I think has
bronght a sufficiency for the pnrposes intended. She has returned to
the station in Wicomico River. The Anacostia, Ourrituck, and Satel
lite are on Station H; Reliance, Stations F and G; Eureka, Station E;
Sophronia, guard vessel at Piney Point.

Jacob Bell and Primrose have not yet returned from navy yard.
Ctetlr de Lion returned this evening. Primrose has just reported.

Acting Master Morris, commanding Oreur de Lion, rep0l'ts th8ot-
At 9:4Oa. m., May 23, aaw schooner Caroline Andlll"Ofl on fire; proceeded to her Bnd

rendered Qll8istance; saved Captain Donghty and crew; also mainsail, some rigging,
and stores; then hauled off and fired sixteen shot into her to scuttle her. I deliv
ered the goods to the tug Fi,lter; also the captain and crew.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant· Oommander and Oaptain of the Fleet,
Oommanding Second Division PotQ1uac Fwtilla.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Potomac Flotilla.-Certifwate of capture.

Name and character of the prize.-Schooner Mignonette.
By whom and by what vessel capture made.-W. R. Rude, commanding

U. S. mortar schooner Sophronia.
When capture made.-May 19, 1863.

----- -------------
• See pp. 275, 276.
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Where and for ~ohat reasons.-At Piney Point, for baving on board
two boxes containing, as per label 011 bottles, "Lediard's Army Tonic,"
but is really intoxicating drink and not entered on manifest.

The cargo, if any on board.-SuUer's supplies.
What papers found.-The vessel's clearance, manifest, permits, and

bills of ladi.ng.
Remarks.-Said vessel was seized for violating the laws of the U. S.

Government, baYing aboard two boxes containing intoxicating drinks
amI not specified Oil manifest.

MAY 19,1863.
I hereby certify tbat the above-mentioned schooner Mignonette, of

Baltimore, Md., was captured by the undersigned, commanding the
U. S. mortar schooner Sophronia, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time
above designated, and that the above and annexed stat.ement is true in
every particular.

W. R. RUDE,
Acting Ensign, Comma7zding.

Report ofCommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotil~
transmitting papers regarding capture of schooner Emily, May 21,
1863.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, May 25,1863.

SIR: The Ella arrived this morning with the schooner Emily, loaded
with miscellaneous cargo, It certificate of capture of which is herewith
enclosed. She was taken by the Currituck, Anacostia, and Satellite on
the 21st instant, 10 miles above Urbana, on the Rappahannock.

On the approach of our vessels the Emily was set fire to and aban
doned by her crew, who sncceeded in escaping to the shore. The fire
was extinguished with very little damage to the vessel, and at the time
it bad just reached tbe cargo.

No papers were found on board, bnt by the remarks on the log slate
and the charts found on board, it is ascertained that she came from
New York and was probably commanded by John Sanford. A copy of
the log slate is herewith enclosed.

Acting Master Linnt'kill in his report mentions that the day previous
to the capture our cavalry bad been abont a mile above MonaskoD
wharf and burned a large quantity of goods.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

8eoreta,ry of the Navy.

[EncIOflUre8.J

Potomac Flotilla.-Certificate of capture.

Name a,nd chara.cter of the prize.-Schooner Emily, of New York.
By whom and by 'what vessel capturemade.-Ourrituck, Acting Master

Lillnekin; Anacostia, Acting Master l~rovost; Satellite, Acting Master
Robinson.

When capture made.-May 21, 1863.
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Where and jor 1(Jhat reasons.-Off Punch Bowl Point, Rappahannock
River, for running the blockade.

The cargo, if any on hoard.-Miscelhmeous.
What papers jound.-Log slate and memorandum book.

RA.PPAHANNOCK RIVER, May:Jl, lB63.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned schoouer, Emily, was cap

tured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Ourrituck, of the
Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the
above lUld annexed statement is true in every particular.

T. J. LINNKKIN,
Senior Officer, Stat'ion H.

Memorandum from lou alate of Bc1wollllr Emily.

Jronday, May lB.-This day begins light winds and clear weather.
At 6 o'clock weighed anchor and proceeded to sea; at 9: 30 passed
Sandy Hook; at 4 o'clock Barnegat light bore W" distant 3 miles; at
8, Absecon bore W., distant 5 miles. This day ends moderate winds
and clear.

Tuesday, May 19.-This day begins moderate and clear. At 4 p. m.,
Cape Henlopen light W. :N. W.; at 8 o'cloek, Fenwick's Island li~ht

(Md.) bore N. W., distant 8 miles; at 1 a. m., Ohincoteagne bore N. W.,
distant 6 miles.

~. B.-The name of Oaptain John Sanford was found on one of the
neweharts.

Report of Acting Master Linnekin, U. S. ~Vavy, commanding U. S. S.
Ourrituck, regarding the Cltpture oj schooner Emily.

U. S. S. CURRITUCK,
O,U' Win~lmilll'oint, Jfay 21, 1863.

SIR: I respectfully report that I left here this morning at -! o'clock,
accompanied by the A.nacostia and Satel~te, for lIonaskon wharf, 9
miles above C rbana, to capture l\ lot of goods tha t I learned were a.t
that place. At 6 o'clock, just above Urbana, I saw a schooner up the
river. I sent the Satellite ahead, she being the fastest vessel and hav
ing a good pilot. At 6: 20 I discovered the schooner to be on fire, and
her boat leaving her, with about ten men, who landed on tile south side
of the river and made their escape. The Satellite stopped and fired
her after gun, but the shot fell short; I signalized her to go ahead and
extinguish the fire. At 7: 15 the-Satellite callie up to and boarded her
oft· Pnnch Bowl Point, 10 miles above Urbana, followed closely by this
vessel and the Anacostia,. She proved to be tbl3 schooner Emily, of
and from New York, loaded with a miscellaneous cargo.

She was a little damaged in the main hatch where they had set her
on fire, the deck being burned through, and some of the boxes charred
before we could extinguish it. I ordered the Satellite to take her in
tow and proceed to Monaskon Wharf, where we carne to anchor at 9 a. w.
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We landed and learned that our cavalry had been here the day pre
vious, and burned a large lot of goods about a mile above here. Find
ing nothing I immediately got underway and proceeded to this
anchorage (mouth of the Rappahannock).

I beg leave to state that I piauned this expedition yesterday, and
therefore (contrary to my usual practice) ordered all the vessels to lie
together at this point during the night, in order to start at the earliest
possible moment this morning.

The omission to station a vessel near Stingray Point, 011 the sonth
side of the Rappahannock, ('nabled this schooner to pass us in the night,
but her escape was prevt'nted by our early start this morning: I send
the prize in charge of Acting Ensign Sommers, of the G. S. S. Satellite.

I herewith enclose a copy of the log slate found in the schooner's
cabin. The log slate, a chart of Chesapeake Bay, and a memorandum
book, supposed to contain a partial list of cargo, I forward by the officer
in charg-e.

I would recommend the goods to be taken out as soon as possible,
as some of·them are quite wet from the water used in extinguishing
the fire.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. LINNEKIN,

A.cting Master, Commanding, and Senior Officer, Station H.
Lieutenant-Commander E. P. MCCREA,

Comdg. Second Division P~to1nac Flotilla, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Master Robi1Ulon, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Satellite, regarding t1~e capture of schooner Emily.

U. S. S. SATELLITE.
RappG,hannock River, Jllay 22, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report the capture of the schooner EmUy,
of New York, heavily loaded, 011 the morning of the 21st at 7:30 a.. m.
At 4 a. m. Currituck, Anacostia, and Satellite got underway and pro
ceeded up the river. I signalized to the senior officer to let me go ahead,
and was ordered to do so. When I arrived abreast of Urbana I dis
covered a vessel ahead, distant 8 miles. I then signalized to the senior

. officer that I saw a vessel ahead. I ordered all steam on, and gave
chase. Coming within 4 miles of the above-named schooner, I dis
covered that they had set her on fire and the crew were leaving for
shore. I fired a solid shot at them, but [it] fell short steamed up and
was S0011 alongside of the burning vessel, and with buckets and force
pump soon put out the fire. No papers found on board, save two charts
bearing the llame Captain John Sanford; also a memorandum book,
containing a list of goods on board. I here name the vessels claiming.
a share of the prize-U. S. steamers Curritlwk, Anacostia, and Satellite.

Very respectfully,
.JNO. F. D. ROBINSON,

Acting .Vaster, Commanding.
Eo P. MCCREA,

Lieutenant- Commander tmd Captain of the Fleet.
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Report of Acting Master Robinson, U. S. Na1'Y, commanding U. S. S.
Satellite, of the capture of the schooners Arctic a,nd Sarah, Jfay 28,
1863.

u. S. S. SATELLITE,
Great Yeocomico [Wicomico'] Bitler, May 28, 1863.

Sm: I llave the honor to report the capture of the schooners Arctic
and Sarah, up the eastern branch of the river. I had them stripped of
tJleir sails and set the Arctic Oil fire.

Yours, very respectfully, and obedient servant,
JNO. F. D. ROBINSON,

Acting .l'r[aster, Oommanding.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Navy Yard and Potomac Flotilla.

[Ellclo.ore.]

Pot01lUlC Flolilla.-Cerfiji.cate of capture.

Name and charaeter of the prizc.-Schooners Sarah and Arctic.
By whom a.nd by what vessel capture ma.de.-U. S. S. Satellite, Acting

Master J. F. D. Robinson.
When capture made.-May 28.
Where and for what reasons.-Great Yeocomico [Wicomico'] River;

owned by rebels and fonnd in blockaded waters.
The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-N0 papers.
Remarks.-Tbe Arctic and Sarah were found in blockaded waters and

destroyed. I had them stripped of their sails, 2·mainsails, 2 foresails,
1 jib, and stored at navy yard.

MAY 28, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned schooners [Sarah and Arctic]

were captured by the undersigned, commanding U. S. S. Satellite, of the
l>otomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that
the above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

JOHN F. D. ROBINSON.

Report oj Acting Jlfaster Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Prim
rose, regarding expedition to Tappahannock for the destruction of Con
federate stores.

U. S. S. PRIMROSE,
Station H, Rappaharlnock River, Va., May 30,1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report that at 3: 20 a. ID. I got underway at
Lawsons Bay, in company with the steamers Ourrituck, AnacosUa, and
Satellite, to make an expedition to Tappahannock, where we arrived at
8:15 a. m. without being molested. A few cavalry were Reen below
Fort Lowry. The fort remains without any apparent alteration.

On our approach to Tappahannock l\ small sloop was seen standing
np the river, when I was ordered by you to give chase, firing several
shots at long range, bnt before I could reach her she succeeded in
entering a creek about 2 miles above the town and made ller escape.
I therefore returned to the steamers off the town, as I did not deem it
pruderit to enter the creek with my small force.

By your order I went ollshore, accompanied by boat.'! from all the
vessels. We landed safely, and on entering the town learned that a
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company of cavalry were stationed here, but on our landing had fallen
back to a church in the rear of the town that was used as their head·
qnarters. While sending off to the vessels for more men Mr. Woods,
master's mate of this vessel, hoisted an ensign on one of the most prom
inent buildings. On the arrival of the Ulen we advanced, and after
exchanging a few shots the rebels retreated to a small ravine about a
mile back of the town, where the~' remained during the time we were
on shore.

In the church was found several cavalry swords, a rifle, saddle, etc.,
that in their haste they did not take away.

Some of the principal houses were searched for arms, but none were
found. In a storehouse was found a quantity of bacon and corn; this
was destroyed.

In a large barn on the right of the town was found stored about
20,000 bushels of w-ain belonging to the Confederates. This in the
afternoon I assisted in burning. As there was nothing further to be
accomplished, I returned to the vessel.

At intervals during the day we fired back of the town to prevent the
approach of the cavalry. From what I could learn while on shore
there is no large force this side of Port Royal, nor do I think that there
is any battery or artillery, and believe that the river is clear for the
passage of our gunboats to that point.

I would also beg leave to mention Acting Assistant Surgeon Henry
Johnson, of yonr vesMel, who accompanied me on shore. I found him
ill this, as in seyeral other expeditions, a most energetic and efficient
officer, rendering assistance wherever he could be most useful.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WH. T. STREET,

Acting j}[a~ter, Commanding.
Acting Master T. J. LINNEKIN,

Commanding Steame1' Currituck, and Senior Officer Present.

Report of Acting :Al~ter Linnekill, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. R.
Currituck, rega.rding expedition to Tappahannock.

U. S. S. CURRITl:CK,
Aquia Creek, June 15,1863.

SIR: I beg leave to make the following statement in regard to depre
dations alleged to have been committed by the gunboats at Tappahan
nock, 1\lay 30 :

The houses were searched by the officers for arms and armed men
that they had learned were secreted in them, the men not being allowed
to enter the houses, and to the best of my knowledge the search was
made in a proper manner. No furniture was destroyed or taken from
private houscs. A small quantity of bedding, etc., was brought down
to the beach by some of the men, but was restored by Acting Master
Provost, who was in command of the party, to a negro woman who
claimed it.

In regard to shelling the town, my report· states that 'I I threw a few
shells into a ravine to the right of the village" after the pickets had
fired on my men. No shells were throwniuto the town.

·Xot found.
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I would also state that I have given strict and repeated orders to
officerR and men not to take private property or molest inoffensive citi
zens, and have warned them that disobedience of these orders would
be punished to the extent of the law.

I have never given orders to men under my command to retaliate
upon unarmed citizens for the firing of pickets, nor Itave they done so
with or without my orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. LINNEKIN,

Acting Master, Co1ltmanding.
Lieutena.nt-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Senior Officer, Potomao Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master ..M~orris, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Creur
de Lion, requesting instruct~olls regarding the disposition of 1cheat and
corn.

u. S. S. CCEUR DE LION,
Piney Point, May 30, 186'3.

SIR: While lying at anchor off Piney Point a man named Snyder
a Gnion resident of Lynch's Point, Va., came on board and informel!
me that he had been threatened by the residents or that place for his
Union sentiments, and had accordingly left his home for safety within
our lines. He 80180 informed me that the rebel authorities intended to
seize his wheat, which he desired me to take to prevent it from falling
into the hands of the enemy. Accordingly I got underway and pro
ceeded over to his residence, a.nd succeeded in taking' 100 bushels of
wheat. I was also informed that a secessionist named Griffiths had beeu
supplying the enemy with provisions. I lauded at his farm and was
informed by the overseer of the plantation that I had been informed
correctly. I took oft' 30 bags of corn. Night coming on, and the corn
not being a very good quality, I returned to my anchorage at Piney
Point to iuform yon of the fact and await your orders as to the remain
der. There are about 400 bushels of corn still remaining on the plan
tation. I have stored the wheat and corn, and turned over Mr. Snyder
to the military authorities at Piney Point, as he landed there before
coming on board.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wll. G. MORRIS,

Acting llIaster, Commanding U. S. R. Creur dc Lion.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Comdg. Potomac Flotilla and Navy Yard, Washington, D.C.

Order of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, comma.nding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Ives, U. S. Navy, to r'elieve Lieu
tenant-Commander McCrea as fleet captain of Potomac Flotilla.

l\lAy 30, 1863.
SIR: You are hereby directed to relieve Lieutenant-Commander

McCrea as fleet captain. He will deliver to you such papers and memo
oranda as may be necessary to make you aware of any unfinished duties
which will devolve upon you.
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A copy of a letterl' to Lieutenant-Comma,nder Magaw, defining the
position of adjutant fleet captain, is herewith enclosed.

You will retain command of the Yankee, making use of the Ella as a
medium of communication with me when necessary.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. POYNTON IYEs,

Fleet Captain, Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting MlUlter Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Prim
rose, regarding tlte capture offour men engaged in blockade running.

U. S. S. PRDlROSE,
Station H, Rappahannock Rit'er, Virginia, June 1, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report that yesterday, while Master's Mate
Jacob Hahn was on shore at Lawsons Bay, he obtained information
that four men (blockade runners) were at tlJe house of Mr. John Carroll,
waiting an opportunity to go North. I reported the circnmstance to
Captain Ives, on board the steamer Ella, and also to Acting Master
IAnnekin, of the s~aIller Currituck, who gave me permission to land at
night and make the capture.

r started at 12 o'clock last night with the cutter, taking with me
Jacob Hahn, accompanied by the first cutter from the Currituck, under
the charge of Acting Ensign Thomas Nelson,Acting Assistant Surgeon
II. Johnson, and Master's Mate Joseph A. Havens. Shortly after laud
ing I obtained a negro as a guide, who knew where Mr. Carroll lived.
After walking about 4 miles we came to the house, which we surrounded.
On searching the house we found four men secreted under the bedding,
named, respectively, John H. Hooper, John Harris, William Jones, and
Robert Adams. On further search we found two Confederate flags,
together with some dress patterns and remnants of calico sewed up in
a bed.

There were also small quantities of thread, buttons, lace, etc., found,
but being of no great moment we did not take them, but it proved con·
elusively that the place had been tlJe headquarters of blockade runners.
We also obtained.$10,635 in notes and bonds belonging to the prison
ors, which I have turned over to Captain Linnekin, together with the
prisoners.

I am, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
Wl\I. T. STREET,

.Actiug MWiter, Commanding.
Actillg Master T. J. LINNEKIN,

C01ntnanding Steamer Ourrituck.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding First
Division Potomac Flotilla, recommending certain officers of !tis com
mand.

Semiofficial.] U. S. S. ELLA, June 2, 1863.
DEAR SIR: The accompanying reports t will show you the doings of

the flotilla ill the Rappahall nock. Acting Master Street is wortlJyof a

'~ot founu, t See l'rtlceuing report.
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better comallll than the Primrose, and I hope he may have the best one
of the new vessels that, I am told, have been purchased for the flotilla.
Acting Ensign Jackson, of the Anacostia, I would recommend for the
Primrose, if Mr. Street is transferred. I feel it my duty to say that
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant ryes fllls his position as chief of Btaff
admirably. There are one or two little expeditions I have in view, in
which we can harass the enemy, of which I will consult you personally.

In case Lieutenant-Commander Irwin takes cllarge of the Second
Dhision, ! wonld like to have Acting Master Schulze (now in charge of
the Jacob Bell) detached and ordered to the Freeborn as my executive
officer.

I be~ you will ask the honorable Secretary if it is possible to grant
honorable discharges to men of less term of service than three ;ycars.
Several of the best men in the flotilla are two and one year'l:! men, and
their times expire between this and Augl1l~t.

Respectfully and faithfnlly, your servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Li-eutenant- Commander.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding, etc.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding First
Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding transfer of Colonel Kilpatrick's
command across Rappahannock River.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, June 2, 186'3.

SIR: I have respectfully to report that, in accordance with the
request of Mf\jor.General Hooker, of which I handed you u. copy, I
proceeded to Urbana, on the Rappahannock, and at 8 o'clock on Mon·
day, the 1st of Jnne, the time specified by General Hooker, I had the
following vessels in a commanding position, viz, Freeborn, Yankee,
Ourritvck, Anacostia, Jacob Bell, Primrose, and Satellite, leaving the
Oreur de L-Um to blockade.

The transportation for the cavalry arrived soon after, and at about
11:30 a. m. the embarkation of the troops commenced.

I sent the Jacob Bell with the transports to cover the landing, which
was made 011 the east side of the Rappahannock at Carter's wharf.

At 9 o'clock this morning the last troops embarked and were safely
landed.

The raid seems to have been so far a perfect success. Not a man has
been lost. There was no attack by the enemy during the embarka·
tion, and I think that their reason for not molesting Uolonel Kilpatrick
was that they dill not like to encounter our fire, which would probably
have been very destructive.

I think you have every reason to be satisfied with the conduct of the
ofticers whose reports ! enclose, respecting several expeditions that
have boon organized and carried out in this vicinity.

The vessels have now re~lUmell their stations, and I herewith enclose
a weekly report (for the boming week) as to the stations that I expect
will be occupied by the vessels of both divisions of the Potomac Flotilla.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Lieutenant· Commander, etc.
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[EoclOtlure.]

HE;A.DQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp near Falmouth, Va., M~ay 28, 1883.

I am directed by the major-general commanding to inform you thR-t
Colonel Kilpatrick, commanding cavalry brigade now at Gloucester,
has been ordered to have his force at Urbana to cross the Rappahan
nock on Monday morning next, June l.

The following extract from his instrnctions is furnished for your
information:

• • • • • • •
Ferryboats for oro88ing, gnnboats and a small force of infantry to cover yonr

embarkation, will be at Urbana in waiting for you Monday morning, June 1, at 8
a. m., and await your arrival.

Should any unforeseen occnrrence prevent your arrival at Urbana at the time
specified, the boats will await your arrival there.

• • • • • • •
Colonel Kilpatrick's command consists of abGnt 800 dragoons.
The general commanding desires that yon will have yonr gnnboat8

in position to cover the crossing ~nd cooperate fully with Colonel Kil
patrick in effecting it.

Three ferryboats, with a small force of infantry ordered from Aqnia,
will be sent down (to accompany your flotilla) for the purpose of
assisting in the crossing of Kilpatrick's command. The general desires
that after the troops have crossed, you will convoy these boats back to
Aquia.

The general desires that yonr gunboats shall he in position at tbe
time specified, and that every appliance and assistance in yonr power
necessary for the pnrposes may be prepared and made available.

Captain Cnster, of the U. S. cavalry, reports to the general tbat
there is a good wharf at Urbana, and a good beach with 3 foot of
water, gravel bottom, at a suitable point opposite, for landing the force
on this side.

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
DANL. BUTTERFIELD,

Major. General and Chief of Sta.,ff.
Lientenant-Oommander MAGAW,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
LiMt~nantOolonel [Joseph] Dickinson, of the staff, will accompany

the expedition.

Certificate of capture of the sloop Flying Cloud, June 2, 1863.

Potomac Flotilla.-OllTtiflcate of capture.

Name and character'of the prize.-Flying Oloud, sloop, ofBaltimore, Md.
By whom and by what vessel capture made.-N. Provost, acting mast~r,

commanding U. S. S. Anaco,tia, and William T. Street, acting master,
commanding U. S. S. Primrose.

When capture made.-Jnue 2, 1863. .
Where andfor wha,t reasons.-Tabb's [Tapp's] Creek, having run in

with goods and afterwards sunk.
The cargo, if a,ny on board.-None.
What papers found.-None.
Remarks.-Tbe parties concerned have been taken previously near

White Stone, Va.
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u. S. S. Anacostia, June 2,1863•.
I hereby certify that the above·mentioned sloop, Flying Cloud, of

Baltimore, Md., was captured by the undersigned, commanding the
U. S. steamers Anacostia and Primrose, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the
time above designated, and that the above and annexed statement is
trne in every particular.

NELSON PROVOST, .
Acting }[aster, Cotnmanding. 1

Report of Acting Master Babcock, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. schooner
. T. A. Ward, regarding capture offOU?" Confederates.

U. S. SCHOONER T. A. WARD,
Off Wicomico ,River, Md., J1(ne 3, 1863.

8m: I have the honor to report the capture of the following-named
persons while attempting to run the blockade of this river on the night
of the 2d of June:

Lieutenant M. E. McKnew, First Maryland Cavalry (rebel).
G. M. Serpell, First Maryland Cavalry (rebel).
A.. H. Wells, of Prince George's City [County']. Md.
A. Nettleton, of Richmond, Va.
I respectfully state that I have taken the following amount of money

from the above·named !lrisoners:
11. E. McK1l6W, Confederate States notes $251
G !II Be 11 5Confederate States notes """ .•.... .•.•.. .••... 82

. . rpe' I United States notes .........•••.......................... _... 255
A. Nettleton, United States notes.......... •.. •.. . 27

Total amollnt taken... .•.......... .•...• .•......... ••.. 615

The only cargo fonnd in the hoat was two small valises containing
dry goods.

. The boat that the prisoners were captnred in was a small, leaky skiff,
and would be of no valne. I have broklm her up.

Enclosed please find the money taken from prisoners, in three sepa·
rate packages, marked with the name of the person taken from.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. L. BABCOCK,

Acting Master, Cotnmanding.
Lieutenant-Commander 8.AML. MAGAW,

Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

General report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Poto·
mac Flotilla, regarding operations of vessels of his command.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, June 4,1863.

8m: The following are the recent operations of the Potomac Flotilia:
On the 30th nltimo, the steamers Currituck, Primrose, and Satellite

proceeded to the town of Tappahannock, Va., had a skirmish with the
enemy's cavalry (in which the latter retreated and no one was hurt)!
and destroyed a quantity of rebel. stores, consisting of bacon ana
wheat, supposed to amount to about 20,000 [bushels].
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On the same day Acting Master Morris, at the request of a man
named Snyder, a Uniou resident of Lynch's Point, Va., sent and brought
away Mr. Snyder, and a supply of wheat and corn, to prevent it from
falling into the hands of the enemy. The grain has been stored at
Piney Point, and Mr. Snyder turned over to the military anthorities.

On the 1st instant, at midnight, the boats of the Ourritvck landed a
party, and proceeding to the house of John Oarroll, a notorious dealer
in contraband goods, who lives about 4 miles from Lawsons Bay, Rappa.
hannock [RiverJ, brought away four prisoners, a package of letters, and
*10,455 in money and bonds. The prisoners, as appears from inter·
cepted correspondence, were on their way to Maryland. They were con
cealed under the bedding, and on one of them was found a memorandnm
of his expenses from Richmond and a list of goods he was to purchase
in Baltimore.

The Ella retnrned yesterday with Lientenant·Commander Samnel
Magaw and Acting VolUllOOer Lieutenant T. Poynton lves, from the
Rappahannock River.

Lieutenant-Commander Magaw reports that, in accordance with the
request of General Hooker, communicated to me on Friday last, the
F-reeborn, Yankee, Currituck, Anacostia, Jacob Bell, Pri,nr08e, and
Satellite all proceeded to Urbana, on the Rappahannock, in order to
cover the crossing of Colonel Kilpatrick's cavalry, which were Oll their
way from Gloncester. Soon after Lieutenant·Commander Magaw's
arrival the transportation for the cavalry came and they were embarked
and safely landed at Carter's wharf, on the east side of the Rappahan
nock, the last of them at 9 a. m. on the 2d instant. The raid, 80 well
planned, appears to have been a perfect snccess; the cavalry bronght
away with them a large number of horses.

That there was no attack upon Colonel Kilpatrick's party by the
enemy during the embarkation and crossing I think may be fairly
attribnted to the presence of the gunboats, which covered the party.
I enclose the certificate of capture of the persons and money.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, .
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Com,nodore, Commanding Poto"~ac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na1'Y.

[Enclosure. )

PoUmuJc FlotillG.-Uertiflcakl 01 capture.

Name and character of the prize.-Prisoners, John H. Hooper, .John
Harris, William Jones, Robert 4.dams. Ten thousand fonr hundred and
fifty-five dollars were found belonging to the prisoners in bank notes
and Pacific railroad bonds.

By 1chom and by what vessel capture made.-WiJIiam T. Street, acting
master,commandingU. S. S. Primro,e,and a boat's crew from the U.S. S.
Ourrituck.

Wken capture made.-June 1, 1863.
Where a.ndfor what reasoIl8.-Fonr miles back of Law:'lOlIs Bay, Vir-

ginia. For being engaged in running the blockade.
The cargo, if any on boa)·d.-[None.]
What papers found.-[ None.J
Remark8.-The prisoners were captured at the house of Mr. John

Carroll,4 miles from Lawsons Bay, Virginia, for being engaged in run·
ning the blockade. The money they tried to bide, but did not succeed.
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Acting Muster, Commanding, etc.

Acting Volunteer Lientenant T. P. lYEs,
Captain of the Fleet.
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On the person of John H. Hooper were found a memorandum of goods to
be purchased in Baltimore and his expenses from Richmond, which are
herewith enclosed.

JUNE 1,1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned prisoners and money were

captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. 8. S. Primrose, of the
Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

WM. T. STREET,
Acting 11lasier, Commanding.

Report of Acting Master Morris, U. B. Navy, oommanding U. B. S. Ca:ur
de Lion, of the burning of the schooners Odd Fellolo a,Kl Sarah Mar
garet, while in search oj blockade "unfter in Coan River.

U. S. S. C<EUR DE LION,
Piney Point, June 11, 1863.

SIR: Last evening I Waf" informed by a. captain of a schooner that a
sloop had run into Coan Uiver to land a contraband cargo. No vessel
being in the harbor except the storeship Wyandank, I reported the fact
to Captain Frank and immediately got underway to proceed after her.
I arrived at the mouth of the river at 10 p. m.; the night being dark
and could not discern anything, I came to anchor. .At 3 a. m., sent
two boats in quest of the sloop. One of the boats burned two schoon
ers, named the Odd Fellow and Sarah Margaret, both of Yeocomico;
also obtained intelligence .of the capture of the sloop by the revenue
cutter Hercules• . Previous to my arrival, four contrabands belonging
to a rebel named rJ. T. '1 Travis, came along8ide and desirell to be taken
oft. I accordingly received them on board and delivered them to
Lientenant-Colonel Massey at Piney Point.

Very respectfully,

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 13,1863.
Send the ;}{ahaska immediately to .Aquia Creek to guard that depot.

Let Captain Creighton communicate with the military forces, aud, if
necessary, have other gunboats at that position.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commandant :Navy Yara, Washi~ton, D. C.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 13,1863.
At what hour did the Mahaska leave in obedience to my order of this

date'
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. .A. HA.RWOOD,

Oommandant Navy Yard.
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,,
[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, June 13,1863.
(Received 3: 40 p. m.)

The J{akaska left the yard at 3: 15 p. m.

SEORETARY OF NAVY.
A. A. HARWOOD.

G. V. Fox,
.Asmtant Secretary of the Na"y.

Commodore HARWOOD.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPAR1'MENT, June 14,1863-12 m.
The Quartermast.er.Genern.l suggests that the naval officer in com·

mand at Aquia use his influence to prevent the destruction of the
wharves, bridges, etc., at Aquia. Creek.

[Telegram.)

A. A. HARWOOD.

NAVY YARD, WASIDNGTON, June 14,1863-10:14 a. m.
Use yourinfiuence to prevent the destruction of the wharves, bridges,

etc., at Aquia Creek.

Commander CREIGHTON.

[Telegram.]

AQUlA. CREEK, June 14, 1863-11: 30 p. m.
Dispatch to Captain Creighton is here. He says that all is right.

S.AML. MAGAW.
Commodore HARWOOD.

[Telegramo)

NAVY DEPA.RTMENT, June 14,1863.
Send the Oommodore Barney to Aquia Creek a8 early as practicable.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary.

Commodore DORNIN,
Oommandant Naval Station, Baltimore.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, for the organization offield batteries.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 15,18603.
SIR: You will organize immediately two batteries of field howitzers,

•four guns each, to be kept in complete and constant readiness day and
night until further orders.

You are authorized to call upon the Bureau of Ordnance for the
guns, ammunition, and such men as can be spared from the officers
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and employes of the ordnance yard, .the remainder of the men to be
detailed from the most effective workmen of the navy yard.

The men of these two batteries are to be drilled, and the guns, etc.,
inspected in the morning and evening of each day at such timet! as
may be most convenient.

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding disposition of the vessels of his command.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Na'IJY Yard, Washington, June 17,1863.

SIll.: The Ella arrived this morning, and Acting Volunteer Lieuten
ant Ives brings the following information from Aquia Creek:

There were but 600 Federal troops left at the place.
About midnight last fnightl all the movable property had been safely

shipped for transportation. lsothing of consequence but some timber
remained, and it was hoped that this might be got away.

The vessels of the flotilla are disposed of as follows:
At Aquia Oreek.-The Mahaska outside the bar, about 1,300 yards

from the wharf; Freeborn, Ourrituck, in the creek above the wharf;
Yankee, Dragon, below the wharf; Re801ute, cruising on the river, watch
ing particularly Mathias Point.

At the mouth of the Rappahannock.-Anacosti.a, Satellite.
At Piney Point.-Bophronia, Oreur de Lion.
The other mortar vessels and the store vessel are at their ordinary

stations.
As soon as vessels can be spared from Aqllia Creek, or sent from

this yard, where their repairs are being pushed, a larger force will be
Bent to the Rappahannock and its neighborhood to look out for the
contrabandists.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDw. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodo1'e, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

&port of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, oommanding U. S. S. Prim
rose, regarding expedition to Stratford Mills, Va., in searcl~ of contra
bandists.

U. S. S. PRIMROSF..
Station E, Potomao Flotilla, June 18, 1863.

SIll.: I would reRpectfully report that yesterday I made an expedi.
tion to Stratford Mills, Va., for the purpose of searching for goods that
I learned had been landed a few days previous. I landed with au
armed boat's crew, consisting of eight men and two officers. After
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walking about 4 miles we came to the house of Mr. Schobardt, where
the blockade runners were reported to be stopping.

Coming suddenly upon the house, we succeeded in taking :Morris
Smith, who, on sooing us approach, attempted to escape. On Bearch·
h'g the house we found a few articles of blockade goods, but as they
were of no great value did not take them. In the house we found a
compass belonging to Mr. Polk, a former extensive blockade runner,
but now in Richmond.

I learned that three men had left with goods for Richmond. Mr.
Smith I believe to be one of the party, and had only been at the house
a couple of days. Mr. Schohal'dt I also arrested, but finding that it
would be of no benefi,t to the Goverment to detain him, sent him on
shore again.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant1..
WM. T. STREET,

Acting Master, Oom71tanding.
Lieutenant·Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Oommanding First Division, Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. NafJY, commanding Potomac .Flo-
tilla, rega.rding captures.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Wa8kington, June 19, 1863.

SIR: The Ella arrived this m(\rning fl'om Aquia Creek, bringing up
six stragglers, one smuggler, and a person describing himself to be a
peddler.

All th~ parties were sent to tIle provost·marshal of the district.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commod,Qre, Oommattding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary ofthe Navy.

Report of Commod,ore Har1cood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potoma.c Flo
tilla, transmitting report regm'ding seizure Of sloop yacht Richard Vatu
and destruction of the buildings at Aquia Creek, Virginia, by the Con
federates.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, June 23, 1863.

SIR: I llerewith enclose copy of a report made by Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant T. P. Ives of the seizure of the sloop yacht Richard Vatu
by the U. S. S~ Primrose. The sloop is now at this yard.

The refugees and persons claiming t.o be stragglers have been turned
over to the provost·marshal of the district.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDw. A, HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotil14.
HOll. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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[Enclo8urea.)

U. S. S. ELLA, June 23,1863.
8m: We have brought up the sloop yacht Richard Vaux, taken at

Blakistone Island by the Primrose, as Rhe waN lIot furnished with the
proper naval pass from the guard vessel at Alexandria. She is paintt>d
lead color, would make a valuable blockade runner, and was brought
here to sell, so MOIne of the men on board say. I think the circumstances
suspICious.

W~ have also brought up refugees and persons claiming to be strag
glers from our Army.

Last evening at a quarter past 8 o'clock the buildings recently occu
pied by our forces at Aquia Creek were discovered to be on fire. In
about an hour they w~re totally destroyed, together with the greater
part of the wharf, the outer end of which, however, does not appear to
be badly damaged.

] was on board the Mahaska at the time, Lut was unable to see any
enemy on shore, although some of the officers of that vessel thought
they could see three or four men. 'fhe Mahaska fired a few shots, as
did also the Resolute aud the mortar schooner. TlIe destruction was
very complete. All the buildings are burned except olle or two small
ones that are situated nearly a mile back from the end of the wharf.

The buildings and wharves at Yubadam and at Windmill Point have
not as yet be~Il destroyed by the enemy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS POYNTON IVES,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant a7~d Fleet Oaptain.
Commodore ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

OOJnllwnding Potomac Flotilla.

l'otomoc Flotilla.-Certificate of capture.

Name and character ofprize.-Sloop yacht Richard Vaux. Names of
crew fonnd on board: .John Redman, Charles McCarty, Samuel Wins
low, Charles McKarnan, John Guyer.

By 1l,hom and by what t'essel capture made.-Charles Stewart, master's
mate, U. S. S. Primrose.

Whm capture made.-June 20,1863.
W here and for what reasons.-Off Blakistone Island, Potomac River.

Having no pass; papers not correct; no captain on board, and for
violating the coastwise law.

Tile cargo, if any on board.-Old iron and rags.
Ifhat papers found.-Enrollment license, manifest, and clearance

from Philadelphia; manifest from Alexandria.
Relllarb.-This vessel was loaded on the 15th instant, bound up the

river, but having a pass from the guard vessel and being in ballast was
allowed to proceed. WI\S loaded on lIer passage down, and fouud that
"he bad no pass, no clearance, and had stopped at several points on the
river to trade.

SATURDAY, June 20, 1863.
I lIereby certify that the above-mentioned vessel and crew were cap

tured by the undersigned, coDlmanding the U. S. S. Primrose, of the
l)otomac Flotilla, at the time and place designated, and that the above
snd annexed statement is true in every particular.

WM. T. STREET,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

N W R-YOL 5--19
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[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 25, 1863.
Send one of your small gnnboats round to Havre de Orl),('e to pro

tect the ferryboat and other property t.here.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of th.e Navy.
Commodore HARWOOD.

[TpleRJ'am.]

NAVY YARD, \YAHHINGTON, June 25,1863-11: 15 a. m.
The order for the protection of the terry at Havre de Grace will be

dispatched immediately.
ANDREW A. HARWOOD.

HOIl. SECRETARY OF TIlE NAVY.

Report of Commodore Haru~ood, U. S. Nat'JI, commanding Potomac Flo·
till~l, of thc arril'al of schooner Hcnry Wolcott, 'in tOI. of u. S. 8.
Sa.tellite.

PO'l'OMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yllt'd, ll'cuhiugton, June 26,1863.

SIR: I have to report for the information of t.he Department the
arrival at this yard to·day of the schooner Henry Wolcott, in tow of
the U. S. S. Satellite, Acting Master Uobinlron, who l'eport~ that she
was run down by a steamer on the night of 2~d instant" and that she
was found ahandoned by the t')atl'llitl', on her way from the Rappahan.
nock to Piney Point. By the log book, this vessel appears to have
bl.'en hound from New York to M:a,tamoras, whether in legitimate trade
or not remains to be proved, Her deck load, which is all that can be
examined at present, seems to consist of army wagons.

Her log hook, papers, etc., have been sellt to the prize l'ommissioners.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedieut servan~

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac F IotiUa.

Hon, GIDEON \VELLES,
Secretary of tlte Nary.

Report of Acting Ala.llt" Jlill, U. S. Nal'Y, commanding U. S. S. Dragon,
of the capture of supposed Confederate spies.

u. S. S. DRAGON,
Station C, Potomac .Flotilla, June 27, lR6.'J.

SIR: I have the houor to inform you that this afternoon I captUrt>d a
small canoe, with two meu, callill~ themselves Cllarles Dougla-s and
Joseph Parsons, attempting to cross the river from the Virginia to the
l\laryland RllOre, just below :\Iaryland Point. There were no papers
foutil! on them, although they confessed to having torn up two letters.
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I suspect these llIen are Confederate soldiers or spies, and I have treuted
them accordingly. The canoe was worthless and had nothing ill it; I
had it broken up.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. E. HILL,

Acting .l£ader, Oommanding.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Fwtilla.

R.eport of Acting Master Phinney, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. sCMoner
Racer, regarding the capture of blockade runners.

U. S. MORTAR SCHOONER RACER,
Station D, Potomac Flotilla, June 28, 1863.

Sm: I send up two white men, giving their names as George Burnett
and Alfred Hardingham, and a negro nllllled 'Villiam Frazer, who were
captured while crossing from Virginia to Maryland about 11 o'clock last
night hy Acting Master's Mate D. B. Corey and a boat's crew from this
vessel. Bnrnett says he was going .xorth to transact some business,
intending to return to Richmond, where he has a family. Hardingham
has British papers and claims to be a refugee, but the contmuand says
be (Hardingham) had a square package, done up in oilcloth, which he
threw overboard as soon as he found they were to be caught. I think it
W3.>i a mail. No papers of any consequence were found on them, and
they bad but a. small sum of mOlley each, which was returned to them.
The boat was worthless and was destroyed.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALVIN PHINNEY,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Commodore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla and Washington Navy Yard.

Report of Oommodore Har1('ood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Fw
tilla, regarding capture of blockade runners.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, June 29,1863.
Sm: The Ma1>.aska arrived here yesterday p. m. On her passage up

the river she picked up a boat crossing from the Virginia to the Mary
land shore, 5 miles below Aquia Creek, contailJing the following per
sons: Samuel Dent, \ViIliam Flowers, P. Harrisoll. They stated that
they were farmers, living at Wellington farms, Charles ConIlt~', Md.

They have been committed to the custody of the provost-marshal of
the district.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Commanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secr6tm'y oj the Navy.
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[Telegnun.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 27,1863-7:30.
Admiral Lee will send up two gunboats to Washington and one to

Annapolis. When they arrive, send two of your smallest boats into the
Gunpowder Hiver and one into t.be Bush Hiver, to communicate with
the military authorities there and assist in guarding the bridges. The
two tug gunboats will leave New York Wednesday.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of tM Navy.

Commodore HARWOOD.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding destruction of grain at Mathias Point, June 29, 1863.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy' Yard, lVa.shington, July 1, 1863.

Sir: On the morning of the 29th a party from the U. S. S. Drago,.
landed and destroyed about $2,000 worth of grain stored in a barn
below Mathias Point, which Acting Master Hill had been informed had.
been sold to the rebel Government.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
. ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore. commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tM Navy.

[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPAR'fMENT, June 2.9,1863.
Call upon Colonel Harris for a sufficient guard to protect the naval

magazine.
GIDEON WELLES

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant of Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

Order of Oommod.ore Har1cood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potmnae Flo
tilla, to Lieutena.nt·Oommander Magaw, U. S. Nary, commanding First
Division, to furnish protection to bridges in Gunpowder and Bush rivers.

JUNE 30, 1863.
SIR: Acting Rear-Admiral Lee has been instructed by the Depart·

ment to send two gunboats to join the Potomac Flotilla temporarily.
When they arrive in the river, or sooner if you can without mate·

rial injury to the service, send two of the lightest draft boats, one into
the Gunpowder and one into the Bush River, to communicate with the
military authorities there and assist in guarding the bridges.

'fhe Jacob Bell will be ready for service to·morrow afternoon.
The two tug gunboats recently purchased for the flotilla will leave

New York to·morrow, Wednesday.
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A good lookout should be kept on Cockpit and Shipping points, and
any other places where vessels may be annoyed by batteries. None
should be allowed to be commenced while you can bring a gun to bear
on them. .

Very reElpectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDw. A. HARWOOD,

OommodMe, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW, U. S. Navy,

Potomac River.
Take an occasional look at Mathias Point.

Order of the Secretary of the NafJY to OommodMe Harwood, U. S. Navy,
commuRding Potomac Flotilla, regarding relittf of u. S. schooner Wit
Ham Bacon.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 30,1863.
SIR: Send one of the best schooners in the Potomac or Chesapeake

kl Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, for the purpose of relieving the schooner
William Bacon, now blockading off the inlets to the south of Wilming
kln, but in a too unseaworthy condition to be continued OIl that duty.
Acting Rear-Admiral Lee has been instructed to send the William
Bacon into the Potomac. The vessel you send should be supplied with
an anchor of extra weight and proportional size chain of not less than
100 fathoms.

Very re8pectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Nat'y.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington.

Report of OommodMe Harlcood, U. l~. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding arrests made by the vessels of his command.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, July 1,1863.

Sm: The Ella arrived this morning and brought up the following
persons who had been arrested by the Potomac Flotilla in the act of
crossing the river from Virginia to ~Iaryland:

George Burnett, Alfred Hardingham; supposed to be blockade
Mlllners.

William Frazer (negro), captured with them.
Charles Douglas, Joseph Parsons; supposed to be Confederate 801

diers or spies.
William Hunter, who represented himself as a deserter from the

Tenth Louisiana Regiment.
These,persons have been placed in the custody of the provost-marshal

of the district.
I have the honor to be, with great re8pect, your obedient servant,

ANDw. A. HARWOOD,
Oommod.ore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 2, 1863-10: 30.
Place the Omu1" de Lion in the best position for guarding the bridge.

Cooperate with the military authorities without assuming any control
over them. You can advise with the commanding officer and act
according to your discretion, keeping in view the object you were sent
to accomplish-the protection of the bridge.

A. A. HARWOOD.
W. G. MORRIS,

Oommanding Omur de Lion, Gfmp01rcler River.

[TclegrRID.]

GUNPOWDER RIVER, July 2,1863-10:45 a. m.
The steamer Om1l..r de Lion has arrived here. There are 200 infautry

here also.
W. G. MORRIS,

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 3,1863-11:15 a. m.
The Teaser lIas arrived this morning for coal. Acting Ensign Sheri

dan reports all quiet on the river, and no signs of any attempt to rai:o;e
batteries. A few cavalry were seen between Shipping and Cockpit
points, which were dispersed by a few shell from the gunboats.

A. A. HARWOOD.
SECRE1'ARY OF NAVY.

Report of .Lieutenant-Oommander Jlfaga.1€', U. 8. Na.f'Y, commanding Fi,'st
Dif,igion Potoflla.c Flotilla, transmitting 8tat~entof refugee regarding
C. S.8. Patrick Henry.

Semioffieia1.] U. S. S. FREEBORN,
Pototnac Flotilla, July 3, 1863.

DEAR SIR: I enclose you a statement made by a refugee who goe~

up in the steamer ][eyport to-morrow, in charge of a detective, to the
provost-marshal at Washington. I think it may he relied upon.

Respectfully and faithfully, your servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

Liellten.ant- Commander.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Comma.nding Putomac F lotill.a, etc., Nltf'Y Yard, Wasltington.

[Enclosure.]

Statement of Willianl Harri•.

I left Richmond on the 27th of June, Ilnd cllme off from the Virginia 8hore to the
mortar (guard veBSel) at Piney Point, Md., ou the 3d of .Iuly. The 8teamer Ja_
town, now the Patrick Henry, i8 lying in the Jame8 River at Drewry'8 Bluff, is ready
for &ea, and will try and get out. She mounts six or seven guns, and the enemy feel
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confillellt they CRn get her out of tho road~. 1 haye this information froUi Mr. H.
Hallet'k, who was irnpriKoued at the same time as John Minor Hotts. Mr. Halleck
l"'j{ged me to give this information as soon as I reached the North, but to be careful
that hill name was not mentioned, 11M he is a )oyallllan, but his business and property
oblige him to remain in UichmoDII. The !'all"ick Hellry is fitted out as a privateer.
Her charta were 86nt all oolU'd all the 25th (or about).

[WILI.IA)[ HAHRIS.]

SAMtTEL MAGAW,
Eielltenant-Commander.

Commodore HARWOOD.

1). S.-Mr. Harris has been the manager of the street railroads in
Richmond.

Letter from Commod~TeHaru:ood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Limtfenant-Commander Magaw, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Di1'ision.

JULY 6, 1863.
Sm: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 3d instant,

enclosing the Rtatement of William Harris. 'fhe information, omitting
names of persons, was transmitted by telegram to Acting Rear-Admiral
Lee, and received by him July 4,10 p. m.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac J!'btilla.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMtTEL MAGAW,

Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Hanoood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
1'egarding captured refugee.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July G, 1863.
Sm: I have to report for the information of the Department that

Acting Master J. C. Tole, commanding the Resolute, brought to this
yard a refugee named Francis Moore, from South Carolilla, who sur
reudered himself under a tlag of truce at Aquia Creek 011 tile 3d instant.
I have placed him in custody of the provost-marshal of tile district.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
A. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Putomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

SecretuTy uftlte Nat'y, Nary Department.

[Telegram.]

NAVY UEPART)iEN'r, July G, 1863-10:10 a. m.
Send the Mahaska immediately to Hampton Roads to report to

Admiral Lee.
GIDEON WELLES,

&eretary of tlte Navy.
Commodore HARWOOD.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 6,1863.
The Mahaska left the yard fol' Hampton Roads at 12: 45 p. m.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore.

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Haru;ood, F. S. XafJY,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding ?n01)emenfs of t'e8sels.

XAVY DEPARTMENT, July 6 Ii], 186'3.
SIR: Send back to Rear-Admiral Lee the two gunboat,,, belonging to

his squadron, and withdraw those of your squadron stationed at Havre
de Grace, Gunpowder, and Bush rivers.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GID};ON \VELLES,

Secretary of the Nary.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commandant Nal'Y )"anl, Washington.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 7, 1863.
Return with the Oreur de Lion to the Potomac River, and on your

return report to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw. Direct the vessel
belonging to the Potomac Flotilla at Bush H.iver to returJI also.

A. A. HARWOOD.
Acting Master MORRIS,

GunpOtl'der River.

Report of Commodore Harll'ood, U. S. Nav.l/, commanding Pot.omac Plo
tilla, regard'ing mOt'ements of t'C8sels.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Nat'y Yanl, Washington, July 8,1863.

SIR: Your order of yesterday to send the gunboats belonging to the
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron back to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee,
aud to withdraw those of my squadron stationed at Havre de Grace,
etc., has been received and executed.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient flervant.
ANDW, A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Plotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tile Navy.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac PW
lilla, of the arrival at the navy yard ofprisoners of u:ar and refuge61.

POTOMAO FLOTIT..LA,
Navy rard, Washington, July 10,1869.

SIR: I have to report for the information of the Department that the
Ella arrived last evening and brouglJ t up two prisoners of war arrested
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in Lancaster County, Va., wllile on leave of absence. Their names are
David and Thomas G. Masten, brothers, Tenth VirWniaCavalry. Also
refugees as follows, viz:

Wilson Robertson, claiming to bea British subject; Jeffersoll Fisher,
wife, aud two children, and Mrs. Oharles Norton and child.

These persons came to the schooner Racer just above Lower Cedar
Point, under flag of truce.

I have turned all the above-named persolls over to the provost
marshal, military district of Washington.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. lIARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
/:JecrlJtaryof the Navy.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Prim
rose, of the capture of D. •/. Payne.

IT. S. S. PRIMROSE,
Station E, Potomae Flotilla, July 12, 18G3.

SIR: I would respectfully report that yesterday I sent a boat's crew
OIl shore ill charge of Master's Mate Oharles [A.] Stewart, at Stratford
Mills, Va. On going up the road they saw a man approaching, keeping
out of sight until he came np, when he was informed that he was a pris
(lieI'. His name is D.•J. Payne, but in Virgillia he goes by tIle name
of Captain Harris. He is a resident of St. Mary's (Jounty, Md. On
taking him he attempted to chew up a paper, which upon takillg from
him, proved to be a list of goods. Another piece he succeded in tear
ing to pieces so that it could not be joined again. From infolmation
gained 011 shore I believe him to be connected with Darrington, a noted
smuggler, whom I arrested a short time ago at the same place.

About six weeks ago a schooner landed ordnance stores at this place,
and from the people on shore who assisted in loading the carts I learn
that Payne received the cargo and took it to Richmond. Payne formerly
owlied the schooner Jlechanic, but, by his own statement, lias sold her.
I strongly snspect that this vessel is the one that landed the ordnance
[stores) at the above place. After taking Payne on board, a young man
who lived near by was bronght off. He recognized Payne as the one
wbo hall charge of the above stores, and that he hall often seell him in
tbat vicinity with goods. Since being on board he has told to every
oue a different story. I find he is well acquainted with bloekade run
ning" in tbis neighborhood. I arrested Payne, together with a. nnmber
of others, on board the schooner .Mechanic in St. Clement's Bay Xove1ll
her 1, 1862, but [he] was afterwards let go by order of the captain of
the fleet.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
WM. 'l'ELL STREET,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Lieutenant·Oommander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Senior Officer, Potomac Flotilla.
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Report ofCommodore Hancood, U. S. Navy, rommmuling Potomac Flotilla,
regarding detention of messengers of the Army.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
UOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Wash-ington, July l:i, 18fi.1.
SIR: The Teaser, Acting EnRign Sheridan, arrived at the yard tbi,;

rnoruillg, bringing with him three persons having passes from Ut'lleral
Heintzelman's lteadquarters to cross withiu the liues and cross the linl's
of pickets upon irnportltnt public business. They had also with tllt'lIl
an order, a copy ofwhich is herewith ellelosed, from Captain S. L. BmwlI,
acting quartermaster, office of forage and river transportation, to the
captain of the steamer to land the men at the nearest port to Belle
Plain.

This order, according to your instructions, could not be regarded by
the officers of the flotilla, l,lond the men were sent up by tlJe colllllHLutler
of the Dan Smith, stationed at Quantico Creek. '

Should they prove to be scouts froUl General Meade's army, as thl'Y
represent themselves to be, I shall regret that they have been inter
rupted in the performance of their dnties, and I have written to (lellt'I'a1
Heintzelman to that effect, explaining to llim at the same time that the
orders from the Navy Department to the flotilla forbid any l"e~ard tH
he paid permits to land on the blockaded shore unless emanatiug from
the Treasury, War, or Navy Departments.

I lJave tlJe honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, COlllmanding Potoma,c l:'lotillu.
HOll. GrnEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na1'Y.

I ~:nc108uro, J

OFFICE OF FOItAGE AND HIYER TRANSPORTATION,
n'lUJltington, D. C., July 13, 18fi3.

SIR: Yon will take E. McGee, Jack Tyson, alld J.llodges, who have
passes from General Heilltzelmall, and land them at the nearest port
to Belle l>lain.

S. L. BROWN,
Captain and Acting Quartf-'1"mll8tel'.

OAP1'AIN OF STEAMER .JnUN 'VARNER.

Report of Acting Master Sr/mlze, U. 8. •Val'!I, commanding r. S. 8 . •Tacob
Bell, Te!lardillg captur/' of contraband goods.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Station 11, July l:i, 1863.

SIR: I llave the honor to report to you that on the 13th of this month
I landed Ileal' Union wharf, HappalJannock HiveI', a force of 50 mell, and
captured the following ('ontraband goods, etc., viz: Thirteen large fiat~

boats (all engaged in blockade rllllniug), 3~ barrels alcohol, 18 barrels
whisky, 27 barrels (700 pounds) copperas, 14 barrels fine salt, 31 barrels
soda, some rope, and machine belting.

These goods were scattered over a space of [j square miles, and I had
to de8troy all of them for want of transportation. I have also captured
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a large canoe (appropriated) and flatboat (destroyed), loaded with COil

trahand goods, and have sent Acting Master's Mate H. [L.] Omensetter
in charge of them with price lists to Washington.

Very respectfully,
G. C. SCHULZE,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Commodore A. :-\. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Oapture of schooners Oassandra and Nanjtmoy, ,July 11 and 15, 1863.

BAlport of Commodore Harwood, U. 8. lfavy, oommanc1ing Potomac Flotilla, transmitting oer
ti1Icatell of capture of lIOhoonera Caaandra and lfanjemoy.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Na1'y l'ard, Washington, July 18,1863.

Sm: The Ella arrived this morning and brought up the fonowing
named persolls:

Page Edmunds, Coan River; arrested while guarding contraband
goods.

George B. Franklin; claims to belong to the Eleventh Pennsylvania
Cavalry, Company G, taken prisoner and paroled; found on the
Happahannoek HiveI'.

They llave been turned over to the provost-marshal of the district.
I enclose certificates of capture of the schooner Oassandra, with a lot

of whisky, etc., 011 board. She is now at Piney Point undergoing
temporary repairs to enable her to be brought to this yard.

I also enclose certificate of capture of the schooner Nanjemoy, cap
tnred on the 15th instant. The wreck has arrived at this yard.
, I have the honor to be, with great respect, your ohedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
&cretttry of the Na.vy.

[Enclo8ures.]

Potomac /i·wtilla.-Cfll"lijicate Of capture.

Name and chara.cter of the prize.-Schooner Oassandra, an old vessel
which bears marks of having been sunk for some time and raised for
this occasion.

By 1l'lwlIl and by 1rhat vessel captul"e made.-Acting Ensign J. W.
Turner, U. R S. }"a.nkee.

When capture madc.-July 11, 1863.
Where and for 1rhat reasons.-At Jones Point, Rappahannock River,

Virginia, having on hoard a Cl\r~o of contraband goods.
The rargo, if a1ly on board.-Sixteen and one-half barrels of whisky,

and ;4 kegs of 1I0da.
lrhat papers f01l1rd.-None.
Remarks.-The Oassandra was 011 fire when captnred.

JULY 11,1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned schooner alll} cargo were

captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Yankee, of the
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Powmac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

JAMES W. TuRNER,
Acting EfI.8lgn, OommaftdiAfl pro tern.

PotoMac Flotilla.-Cerlijicate of captl&r/l. .

Name and character of the prize.-Schooner Nanjemoy, of Baltimore:
dismantled, masts having been cut away.

By u.'Mm and by what vessel capture made.-Acting Ensign J. W.
'l'urner, U. S. S. Yankee.

When capture made.-July 15,1863.
Where andfor 1chat rea.sofl.8.-In Coan River, Virginia, for having

run a cargo of contraband goods inw Coan River.
The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-None. .
Remarks.-The Nanjemoy was oeached and filled with water, her

cargo having been carried overland w the Rappahannock River.

JULY 15, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned schooner was captured by

the undersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Yankee, of the Potomac
Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and that the above
and annexed statement is true in every particular.

JAMES W. TURNER,
Acting En.sign, Oommanding pro tem.

Report of LieuteDant-Commander Iagaw, U. 8. lfavy, OOJDJlWldiDg FiDi Diviaion Potomac
Flotilla, regarding prise IChooDer CauandrL

Semiofficial. J [U. S. S. J ELLA., .July 14, 1863.
DEAR SIR: We have a prize, the schooner Cassandra, with whisky,

soda, etc., but as the papers are not ready, I will not send her by the
Leslie. She was taken on our late expedition np the Rappahannock.
We also destroyed about '10,000 worth of contraband goods, which
could not be transported to the beach. Full reports will go up with
the prize.

r have the honor to be, your servant,
SAMUEL MAGA.W,

Lieutenant- Commander, ('te.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Navy Yard and Potomac Flotilla.

Report of LieuteDant-ColDlll&Dder )[apw, U. 8. lfavy, oommRDc1ing Fint Di'riliOD, Potomac
Flotilla, giviDg further iDformadon regardiDg IOhOODetlI CUIaIIdra and l(au,jemoy.

Semiofficial.J U. s. S. ELLA, July 15, 1863.
DEAR SIR: I send u.p by this vessel the schoon61'S Cassandra and

(what is left of) the Na~emoy. Also a quantity of goods, which the
accompanying reports will tell of.

lt appears that the Nanjemoy cleared from Georgetown for Balti.
more, was duly examined above, and had a pass. When passing the
guard vessel at Piney Point she was leaking, and her cargo was such
as one would eall "carrying coals w Newcastle;" however, we could
find no reason for her detention, and she was passed. The next day I
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discovered she had gone into Coan River, Virginia. I sent the Yankee to
communicate with the Jacob Bell and to intercept the goods in transit
over the Rappahannock. The expedition was successful. After the
return of the Yankee I sent her up the Coan to briug the Nanje-tnoy out,
wllich she did, but the contrabandists had cut away her spars, etc.
Mr. Turner, the acting ensign in charge of the Yankee, has displayed
energy and good judgment. We have gotten fairly to work, and I
hope to break up the trade. Very little has yet been attempted, but
plenty of goods are in St. Mary's County ready for transit.

I have the honor to be, your servant,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oammanding Navy Yard and Potomac Flotilla.

Beport of Acting EDaign Turner, U. S. Ravy, commanding U. S. S. Yankee, of the oapture by
that vNMl of IChoonen C&ll&Ddra and Ranjemoy.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Potomac Flotilla, July 16, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report that, having received information
from Ueutenant·Commander Magaw, of a schooner having run into
Coan River, Virginia, and having received orders from him to entel' Coan
River and seize schooner and goods if to be found, at 10: 35 on the
morning of the 10th instant, I proceeded toCoan River. Unfortunately
we took the ground abont a mile from the wharf, and with all our efforts
failed to get the vessel off nntil 6: 30 p. m. In the meantime I received
reliable information that the goods had been carried across the country
to the neighborhood of Union wharfl Rappahannock River, and also
tllat the schooner Nanjemoy had been dismantled and beached. Findillg
that nothing could be done that evening, I returned to Piney Point, amI
related all the circumstances to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, who
immediately ordered me to the Rappahannock, where I proceeded with
the utmost dispatch, and had the good fortune to capture the schooner
Cassandra, with a large quantity of those very goods on board. The
rapture was not effected without difficulty, as the people in charge of
her had set her on fire at our approach, starting several barrels of
whisky in the hold, which carried the fire over her very rapidly.

As I'oon as possible I got on board of her with ten men and all the
fire buckets I could muster, and after great exertion succeeded in get
ting the fire under. I found on board 16i barrels of whisky and 74
kegs of soda; 2 of the barrels of whisky 80 badly charred, that they
burst in the slings and were lost. Five or six kegs of soda were more
or less damaged by water, and the schooner herself is old and compara
tively worthless. The port she hailed from was painted out.

I can not close this report without making mention of the valuable
assistance rendered to me by Acting Master's Mate Hiram C. Borden,
of this vessel, and later by Acting Assistant Surgeon George B. Todd.
The schooner Oassandra now lies at Point Lookout, as does theNanjemoy,
which I succeeded in bringing from Coan River yesterday in a dis
mantled sta.te.

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient serva.nt,
JAMES W. TURNER,

Acting Ensign, Oommanding pro te-tn.
ANDw. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

I
~
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Commendatory letter from Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding ~otomac Flotilla, to
Lieutenant-Commander Kagaw, U.8. Navy, oommanding FirIi Division.

JULY 18,1863.
SIR: Your letter in relation to the operations of the flotilla, and

especially to the captnres of the schooners Cassandra and Nal/jemoy,
have been received.

The results are satisfactory, and evince commendable vigilance on
the part of the flotilla.

I have also your letter, enclosing one from Acting Master Frank, in
relation to Mr. Smoot's fugitive slaves. I return it with an endorse·
ment.

The act of Congress referred to leaves no discretionary authority to
officers, and I see no remedy for the owners of !!laves but in an appeal
through the civil authority.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AND. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac FLotilla.

Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW, etc.,
Potomac River.

Report of Commodore Haru:ood, U. S. Navy, commanding PotomlW Flo
tilvl, transmitting eertificates of capture by U. S. S. Anacostia of
blocka.dc runners, July 16, 1863.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, July 2-1,1863.

SIR: I forward for the information of the Department a certificate
of capture of a. canoe and two persons named .J. C. IIudsoll and C. B.
l-hllison, blockade runners, made by the U. S. S. Anacostia, Acting
Master Provost, on the Wth in!!tant. The particular!! of this capture
will be found ill the certificate.

'!'he money has been placed in the hands of the prize commissioners,
and the prisoners sent to the provost-marshal.

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Cotmnod{)re, Commanding Potomac Flotilln,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na·/·y.

[Enclosuro.]

Potomac Flotilla.-CflTlijicate of capture.

Name and character of the prizc.-Cauoe; prisoners: C. B. Hudson,
J. C. B udsoll.

n.11 trhom and by 1('hat 1'C88Cl capture made.-J. H. Jack80n, executive
officer; U. S. S. A nacostia.

When captnre made.-Jnly 16, 1863.
Where and for trhat 1·easons.-Herring Creek, Md.; having cr.Jssed

frum Virginia in the night to get supplies.
The cargo, if((//!I on bOlll·d.-One box of tobacco, weighing 105 pounds;

$7:3; several empty bags, jugs, etc.
What papcrsfound.-Two lists of articles to be pnrchased.
Remarks.-Two men were taken prisoners in the canoe, named C. B.

I111d"on and J. C. Hudsoll; the latter had 011 his p('rson $73 to purchailC
goods. The canoe broke up, and the bagl::!, ('te., were quite worthless.
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JULY 16,1863.
[ hereby certify that the above-mentioned prize llnd prisoners were

cllptured by the unllersigned, commanding the U. S. S. Anacosfia, of the
Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designat.ed, and that the
above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

NELSON PROVOST,
Acti~ Master, Oommanding.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, r:. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting certificates of captw'cs made by va1'ious vesscls of his
command.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Nary Yard, Washington, July :20, 186'3.

SIR: I forward for the information of the Department a cer"titicate of
cupture madf' by the U. S. steamers .](u~ob Bell, 811tellite, and l"lInkee, OIl

the l:nh inKtant, of one (~anoe, one flatboat, and a lot of nll'rchandise
neal' Unioll wharf, Rappahannock Hiver.

I also fOI"ward certificate of capture of a lot of dry goods, RllOes, etc.,
made by the U. S. steaml'rR Of1?ur de Lion and P,'imrose, on the 11th
iUl'tant, in Charles County; Md., for violating the blockade.

I have also to report that on the 18th instant the D. S. S. A. dolph Hugel
captured two men, giving their nameR John Burke and Thomas l\lar'tin,
amI a boy lIallled .John Martin, in a small boat, endcavoring to run
whisky aerORS the Potomac Hivei' into Alexandria, \"a.

These persons have all been placed in the custody of Captain Todd,
provost· marshal.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON \VELLE8,

Secretary of the Nav'!!.

rEncIosoree.]

Potomac Plotil/a.-Certificate of captllre.

Name and character of the prize.-Dry goods, shoes, ete.; .John
Thomas.

By ,chom and by 1rhatl'l'ssel capture made.-[nugh] Jones, acting
ensign, U. S. 8. Ca:ur de Lion; Charles [A. J Stewart, master's mate,
U. S. 8. l'rimro,ye.

Ifhen capture made.-.July 17, 1863.
Where and for u:ha.t reaso/ls.-Cuckold Creek, Charles County, Ml1.;

for violating t,he blockade.
List of yoor/s.-One case pipes, 2 cases, contents unknown; 1 case

Rterliug, :! boxes Ih"y goods, :3 boxes sundries, 1 box carding combs, (j
boxes hoots aud shoes, 1 valise, sundries.

What papers fOWl d.-None.
Rema,"ks.-The within goods and priAOnel' were captured, while en

route to Virginia, in Oharles County, Md. The goods were brought
from Chaptico, at the head of the Wicomico River, by a party of men
from Yirginia. On our approach the men fled, but a few hours later
took John Thomas, who acknowledged that he was one of the party,
and came from Yirginia to purchase.
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JULY 17,1863.
I heNby certify that the above·mentioned goods and prisoner. were

captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. steamers Primroll6
and Omur de Lion, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above
desi~nated,and that the above and annexed statement is true in ~vcry

particular.
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Oommanding, and SeAwr Officer Present.

Potomac Flolma.-Cerlifica~ of cape.re.

Name and character of the prize.-Oanoe, no name, appropriate-l for
the use of the flotilla; flatboat, no name, destroyed as useless.

By whom and by 1chat vessel capture maae.-U. S. S. Jacob Bell, U. S. s.
Satellite, U. S. S. .Yankee.

When capture maae.-July 13, 1863.
Where and for u,hat reasonx.-Near Union wharf, Rappahannock

Uiver; runuing the blockade.
The cargo, if any on board.-Sixty-three barrels of soda, 19 barrels

alcohol, 9 barrels whisky, 1 ton (2,000 pounds) copperas (more or less).
What papersfound.-No paper8 fOllnd.
Remarks.-All these goods I have pnt on board the prize schooner

Nanjemoy for transportation to Washington.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL, July 16, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned canoe, flatboat, and con

traband goods were captnred by tlJe undersigned, eommanding the
U. S. S.•Jacob Rell, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above
designated, and that the above and annexed statement is true in every
particular.

G. O. SCHULZE.

Report of Acting J[a.ster Str.eet, U. S. Navy, r.ommanding U. S. S. Prim
rOlle, 1'egardin!1 cJpediti.on to Mattox Oreek, Virginia,for the illterceptw",
of smuggled goods.

U. s. S. PRIMROSE,
Station E, Potomac Flotilla, July lR, 1863.

SIR: I would respectfully report that in my several expeditions to
Virginia during the last week, I learued from reliable persolls there
that a large quantity of goods were to be shipped from Cuckold Creek,
Charles County, 1\I(l., to Mattox Oreek, Virginia, and that persons had
recently crossed over to pnrchase the same. I therefore sent the
steamer Cmur de Lion to guard the creek. Yesterday Oaptain Jones
reported that the goods had arrived, and would be taken to Yirginia
dnring the night. Proceeding to the above place in company with the
Off'ur de Lion, I ordered Captain [Hugh] Jones, at 5:30 p. m., with one
boat from his vessel and my cutter, in charge of Master's Mate Charles
lA.] Stewart, to go up the creek and search for the goods. At 12 p. m.
the boats returned and reported that they found the goods ou the farm
of Mr. Z. Posey. The men who were with them had just loaded a large
cart, drawn by a big yoke of oxen. Captain Jones called out to them to
surrender, but in the darkness of the night they sncceeded in escaping,
although Rcveral shots were fired at. them. Believing that there were
still other goods in tlJe vicinity, I again ordered the boats back to make
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a further search. At 8 n. m. this morning the boats returned, not hav
ingfolllul any goods, but brought Mr. Z. Posey and son, on whose place
the goods were found, amI who also owned the cart, but upon learning
that the goods were brought upon the farm of Mr. Posey and the cart
used by his servant..'l without his knowlcI1g-e, I let them go.

While the crews were returning this morning one of the men who
made his escape last night, named John Thomas, was captured. He
acknowledges that he is a resident of Virginin, and came over to ::\Iary
land to buy goods. I have sent the prisoner and goods in charge of
Prize-Master Charles rA.I Stewart to Washington in the Leslie.

I am, with respect, your most obedient servant,
WM. TELL S'l'REE1',

..lcting Master, Cormnanding.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Senior Officer, Potomac Flotilla.

Attack upon U. S. transport George Peabody by COl/federates at Jllathias
Point, Va,., July 18, 1863.

• [Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 18, 1863.
(Re('eived at 7:50 p. m.)

I have just received information that the army transport George
Peabody was ashore opposite l\lathias Point. A party of rebel horse
artillery opened fire frolll the heights just this side of the point with a
battery of t.welve guns. Paymaster Brayton, who was coming up in
the Keyport, gave notice to the Resolute and the Jacob Bell, which
proceded to the relief of the Peabody and would reach her in about
three-qnarters of an hour.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Comnwdore, Commanding.

Hon. G. WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, \VASHINGTON"Tuly 19,1863-1 p. m.
I have information from the George Peahody, now on shore above

Mathias Point, np to 8 o'clock last night. At that time she was 110t
off, although three of our gunboats were to attempt it at high water.
They will remain there for protection. As the vessel went on at high
water and light, it is probable that she can not float without lighten
ing, which we can not do. Two canal boats as lighters, or to be used
as camels, with a steamer, might effect the object. The enemy who
attacked her yesterday have been driven off by our boats ann the barn
occupied by them as a shelter for guns and horses has heen burned.

A. A. llARWUOD.
Brigadier-General MEIGS.

Report of Aoting Kuter 8chu1se, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8.8. .Jacob Bell.

U. S. S. ,TAeOn BELL,
O,ff Jlfathius Point, July 20, 1863.

SIR: I have to report that on the 18th of this month the rebels
opened with field artillery on the American steamer George Peabody,
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then lying aground 2 miles above Mathias Point. Immediately after
receiving this information, I got underway and was soon joined by
the Resolute. In the meantime the U. S. S. Raur had been towed in
position and opened fire upon tbe rebels; they immediately disappeared.
I then landed a party of forty men. .Eight cavalrymen, who guarded
a barn with 1,100 barrels Oonfederate corn, fled as soon as our blue
jackets made their appearance. I destroyed the barn and corn. The
guns (two 10·pounder Parrott and two 12-pounder smoothbore) that
tired upon the l'eabody belong to the regular Oonfederate artillery, and
are commanded by Captain Ulayton [R. 13. Olaytor ']; he has also forty
mounted riflemen. They are now encamped 4 miles inland.

The rebels fired altogether eighteen shot.-,,; two of them struck the
Peabody. Navigation was not stopped for a moment, and it is as safe
for vessels to paRS Mathias Point now as it was two months ago.

Very respectfuly, etc.,

Lieutenant-Commander S. MAGAW.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. B. Navy, oomm8ndlng PotollWl Flotilla.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Na1'y Yard, WaRhington, July 20,1863.

SIR: On Saturday last the transport Rteamer George Peabody, while
lying aground on Upper Cedar Point, was atta·cked by flying artillery
from the Virginia shore. In Illy telegram of Saturday evening I
stated that there were about twelve gUIIR, but since then I have been
reliably informed that there were but two.

The vesl';el wal'; hit but once.
The gunboa1M Jacob Bt'll, Resolllte, and Teaser have attempted to

get the Peabody oft~ but have faileu, as the vessel went on light and at
high water. 'Ve shall be unable to get her oft', anu as she is Iia ble to
be again attacked by the enemy, it is to be hoped that the Quarter
master's Department will send down lighters to act as camels, which
appears to he the only pract.icahle way to remove her frOID her present
dangerous position. .

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANUW. A. HARWOOD,

Com1Uodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
ROIl. GIDEON WELLES,

Seeretary of the N al'Y.

Report of .Acting Ensign <Tonell, U. S. Na1'y, commanding U. S. S. Carnr
ue Lion, regarding captures of blockade 1"Unners.

U. S. S. O<EllR DE LION,
Potomac Flotilla, July 20, 1863.

SIR: Having heard that there were some contraband goods to be
taken from Peter 'Va.exall [Piccowaxton '] Creek, Marylaud, to Virginia.
I proceeded to tho abovo place and aJlehored. At 9 p. m. sent one of my
boats to Cuckold Creek to look out that uo boats should pass them. At
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10:30 I hailed a boat supposed to be passing, and had to fire two rifle
shots to bring her to. It proved to be a hlockade runner by the name
of Alexander Sherber, with two lll'groes. He had some provisions, a
double-barrel gun, and a pair of saddlebags. He has told me he does
not know an;ything about how or whel'e he was going to, but said he
was acquainted on shore. I proceeded on shore and found from Mr.
Goodridge that he had run the blockade with a boat load of goods
about ten days ago; also this morning at 9 a. m., I arrested John O.
Bill, a soldier belonging to the .First Maryland Regiment in the South
ern Confederacy; also a man named W. Swing Carrick, supposed to be
an agent in buying up goods to take to Richmond. I should like to
know what I am to do with them. I have also a very large boat with
muffled oars, taken with the first named perlSon, A. Sherber.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HUGH JONES,

Acting Ensign, Oommanding.
WM. T. STREET,

Acting Master, Oommanding U. S. S. Primrose.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 20,1863.
I have sent orderR to the remaining mortar vessels to be sent to the

yard as BOon as possilJ]e, to be fitted according to. your dispatch. They
are the schooners Adolph Hugel, Dan Smith, Sophronia, Hflcer. It is
very important that the vessels intended for the flotilla at New York
should be 8eut to the Potomac as soon as they can be spared, as the
smugglers are active and two of the mortar vessels have been used as
j:{uard vessels, which must be replaced.

A. A. HARWOOD.
SECRETARY 0]<' NAV"Y.

[Telel(ram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 22,1863.
State names of the two mortar vessels going to Port Royal, [So C.]

GIDEON WELLE~,

Secretary 0/ the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant 0/ Navy rard, Washington, D.·O.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 22,1863-11:10 a. m.
Two mortar vessels going to Port Royal are the Racer and Dan Smith.

They have just arrived at the yard.
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Oommanding.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.
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Order of Acting Master Tn.lflor, U. 8. Navy, commanditlg U. 8. Rcho()JIer
&pltronia, to Acting Alaster tltreet, U. IS. Navy, commanding U. 8. S.
Primrose, to convoy steamer Detroit.

U. S. SCHOONER SOPHRONIA,
Piney Point, July 20,1863.

SIR: Yon will immediately get underway and proceed up river as
convoy to steamer Detroit until uaylight, when you will leave her and
return to this place and report to me.

The Detroit has 100 prisoners on board who are troublesome and are
now making some show of revolt.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.JA;\IES TAYLOU,

Acting Master, Oommanding U.8. Schooner Sophronia.
Acting Mast.er STREET,

Oommanding U. S. 8. Primr08e.

Report of Acting Jlaster Phinney, U. 8. Na1,y, commanding U. S. Hc/waner
Race-r, regarding capture of blocklUle runners.

U. S. MORTAR SCHOONER RACER,
Station lJ, PotOllLaC Rit'cr, July 21, 1863.

SIR: I have to report that last night about 10 o'clock Acting MlUlt.er·s
Mate H. C. Whitmore, with l~ boat's crew from this vessel, captured a
boat with three men (two white and one colored), giving' their names as
IIenry A. Suttle, Charles Cunningham, and Addison Marshall (colored),
running the blockade froll1 Virginia to Maryland. They stated th("y
were gOlllg over to get supplies for their families. Nothing was foulIll
upon them except a small sum of money on each, which was given back
to them. The boat was destl'Oyed.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obeuient servant,
ALYIN PHINNEY,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Comlllouore ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington Navy Yard.

RepOt"t of Oommodore Raru)ood, U. 8. Navy, cOtnlnanding Potom(/.(' Flo
tilla, trmlBmittiny certificates (If captures made by U. 8. steamers Cur
rituck al~d Ya,nkee, July 20, 21, at'd August 1, 1863.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Wluhington, August 3,1863•.

SIR: The Resolute arriVEd at the yard yesterday, bringing up a small
sloop, the Clara A.nn, containing some 40 barrels of whisky, captnred
by the Yankee; also some goods taken by the Currituck.

I enclose the certificates of capture of both the above-mentioned
prizes.

I also enclose list of officers and crew of the Yankee at the time of
the capture of the Ola.ra Ann.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD.

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac F-lotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLBS,

SeC)'ctaryof the Navy.
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[Encloauree.j

Potomac Flotilla.-Certijlcate of captKre.

Name and charMter of the prize.-Six barrels of whisky, 8 packages
miscellaneous goods, 4 canoes.

By u'h01n and by u:hat vessel capture made.-U. S. S. Ourrituck, Acting
llaster T. J. Linnekin.

When capture made.-July 20 and 21, 1863.
W/tere lind for what reasons.-Dividing Creek, Virginia, having run

the blockade.
The cargo, if a1ll!J on board.-fNone.]
What papersfound.-No papers.
Remarks.-Canoes were destroyed. These goods were found con

cealed in the woods, haYing been landed from canoes which had run
the blockade.

RA.PPAHANNOCK RIVER, July 22,1863.

I hereby certify that the abovementioned articles of merchandise
were captured by the undersigned, comma.nding the U. S. S. Currituck,
of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designa.ted, and
that the above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

T. J. LINNEKIN,
Acting Ma.ster, Oommandi1tg.

Potomac Flotilla.-Certijicate of capture.

Na.me and charMter of the prize.-Olara Ann, a. sloop of 15 tons
burden.

By w/w1lt and by what vessel capture made.-James W. Turner, U. S. s.
rankee.

When capture made.-Augnst 1, 1863.
lrhm'e and for 10hat reasons.-Coming out of Cove fCoan '] River,Vir

ginia, and having on board a contraband cargo; also haviug her name
concealed by a cauvas cover.

The cargo, if any on board.-Forty barrels of whisky, 1 package of
mau:hes, 1 Oolt's pistol.

What papersjound.-A clearance from the port of Philadelphia to
Washing~n, D. O.

Remarks.-The captain (wh.>se name was reported to me as Purrell)
had landed (j harrelR of whisky and escaped. I have taken a compass
out of the prize for the use of this vessel. The following prisoners were
captured 011 hoard the prize, viz: Charles Oooper, James McCormick,
James Johnson, Thomas Wheeler, Peter Wheeler~ John Brown.

AUGUST 1, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above·mentioned sloop was captnred by the

ulluersigned, commalJding the U. S. S. Yankee, (If the Potomac Flotilla,
at the time and place above designated, and that the above and annexed
8tatement is true in every particnlar.
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Letterfrom the SeN'etary of the Navy to Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Kafl!/,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, transmitting tekgram relatil'e to Confed·
erate naval expedition for the capture of boats on the Rappahafl.ft()(·k
River.-

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Jtdy :&4,1863.

Sm: I transmit herewith for your information a copy of a telegram of
to·day's da.te receiv~d by Major-General Halleck from Major-General
lR. C.] Schenck, commanding at Baltimore.

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na'fly.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington.
[Enclo8ul'tl.-Telegram.]

. BALTIMORE, July 24, 1863.

James Seeson, spy, from Richmond, reports that he passed at Old
Church, on July 15, about 500 men, with six boats on wagons, who were
going, as they said, to surprise gunboats on the [tappahannock.

ROBERT C. SCHENCK,
Major·GeReral.

Major-General HALLECK,
General in Ohief.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commn.nding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding rumored movements of.the enemy against gunboats in
Rappahannock River.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Na't'y Yard, Washington, July 25,1863.

8m: Immediately-upon the receipt of your letter of yesterday,enclos
iug the copy of a telegram from General Schenck to General Halhwk,
the King Philip was dispatched down the river, to put the officers com
manding the gunboats on the Happahannock on their guard.

The Satellite and Cttrrituck are at present stationed there, and if the
instructions given to the commanding officers of the flotilla are properly
observed, there is very little danger to be apprehended from attacks bJ
boats.

I have the honor to be, with great re8pect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Cmnmodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nal'Y.

Report of Oommodore Haru'ood, U. S. Navy, commanding 'Potmna{J Flo·
tilla, regarding disposition of refugees.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, July 25,1863.

SIR: The instructions of the Department relative to the blockade of
the Virginia shore, and the caution contained in its lettert of the 24th

* See captnre of U. S. Steamers Satellite and RelianCfl, August 23, 1863. It is learned
from unofficial sources that this expedition was rccalled by order from the Secretary
of the C. S. Navy, when it had arrived at Old Church, and did not start again till
August 12),}863.-COMPlLBRB. .

t8ee p.wl.
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of April in reference to refugees, obliges me to make the Department
aware of the embarrassment the officers of the flotilla are exposed to in
the present state of things.

Refngees are constantly crossing tbe Potomac in canoes, sometimes
endeavoring to avoid our vessels and sometimes coming directly to them,
thinking by so doing to insure a speedy passage to Wa.shil.lgton.

While onr troops were in the neighborhood all such persons were
tnrned over to them, but the cases can no longer be disposed of in that
way. Flags of truce are also frequently displayed ou the Virginia
shore, which generally turn out to have beell raised by parties who
desire to be taken off.. .

The letter of the Department, referred to above. expresses the opinion
that the persons described as refugees" should be received with great
caution, as many of them are acting as spies." There can be 110 doubt
of the soundness of this view, and 1 ean see no remedy for the difficulty
but in establishing a military post, where all refugees cau be sent and
their true character critically examined before they are permitted to go
farther.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NallY.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Na'Dy,
commanding Potomac Flotilllt, regarding ,"eJugees.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, ,Tuly 29,1863.
SIR: I have received your letter of the ~5th instant in reference to

refugees.
This subject is involved in some difficulty, requiring nice discrimina

tion in order to do justice to loyal citizens lIIHI yet avoid imposition.
At this time, when the rebelleadel's are imposing a general draft, there
are many undonbtedly fleeing from the conscription. Navy officers on
blockade duty can not receive and sllstain all t11ese, and yet) am aware
it is hard to compel them ttl remain in t11e rebel region, in Dlany instances.

I am, respectfully,

Commodore ~. A. HARWOOD,
Commandant Na'vy l"artl, lVashington.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. 8. Nary, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding refugees.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
NallY Yard, Washington, July 30,1863.

8m: I have received yonr reply of the 29th instant to my (flotilla)
letter, No. 285, ill relation to refugees.

1 beg leave to say that the instructions given hitherto by t11e Depart
ment have been 80 definite that the officers of the flotilla will hardly
venture to 38sume the responsibility of allowing persons whose loyalty
they are not positively assured of to cross the river. Many have suc
ceeded and more ,vill succet'd in g·etting over, and I would recommend
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that arrangements should be made with the military anthorities that
all who are apprehended may be examined and such disposition be
made of them as circumstances may require. .

llllulerstand that there is to be u depot of prisoners at Point Lookont.
If so, refugees might be sent there by the flotilla to be examined all(1
disposed of.

Obviously, if great discrimination be not observed, spie.s will eOUle
among those who are leaving Virginia to escape the draft, and the
pro\'ost,marshal should be made aware of the advantages afforded to
spies by the torn affairs, have taken.

1 perceive by the Baltimore American of this morning that mRllY of
the refugees who have reached the Ma.ryland shore have taken pUl.'sa.ge
ill the Keyport to Baltimore. If this be the case, the embarrassment of
the officers of the flotilla will be somewhat lessened, but it will not be
the less necessary that there should be some party stationed at Piney
Point to see that improper persons are not mixed up with the appal'·
ently destitute.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

From tile Baltimore America", .lllly SO, 186S.

Ref1lgees from the South.-At an early hour yesterday mornin~ 73
women and children appeared at the Gilmer House allll stated that
they were refugees from the South. They reached here in the steam
ers Keypm't and Plante'", amI their appearance indicated not only want
hut general destitution. Some of their statem.-.nts, showing what they
had suffered, were calculated to touch the hardest heart, and nlUch
sympathy was expressed for them. Happil~', they are now ill the
enjoyment of Huch comfill't8 as warm friends are enalJled to bestow.

Report of Acting Ensign .Ton('s, U. S. Nary, romlllanding U. S. S. ClFur
de Lion, 0/ the capture by that vessel of a party of blockade runners.

U. 8. 8. CrnUR DE LION,
Lower Cedar Point, .lIld., July 27,1863.

8m: I have the honor to report tl1e capture of a boat with the fol
lowing-named persons crossing to Virginia: Mr. George D. Ashton,
wife, and child; Miss H. Ashton, Mr. RolJert Kendall; also one color'ed
man. 1 received information on shore that this same party landed 011
the Maryland Hhore last Friday, the 24th, with the intention of seeing
some of their friends; also of taking some goods back with them on
tl1eir retul'D. I also understand from some negroes on shore that the
goods were intended for Dr. 'rodd, but he did 110t su(',ceed in getting
them in time for shipment. They have sundry small artides, such as
calico, soda, sugar, etc. The boat I left at Blakistone Islund.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HUGH JONES,

Acting Ensign, Commanding.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding, etc.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPART~IENT,July 28,1863-12 m.
Acting Assitltant Paymaster Kirkendall has just arrived and will

attend to the accounts immediately. Heavy firing was heard yester
day in the direction of the gunboats stationed near the Rappahannock
River. Give the boats orders to blockade that river, but not to ascend
it except by your orders.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secreta1'y of the N at'y.

Commodore HARWOOD.

Report oj Com1ll0d{)re Haru:ood, U. S. Na,t'y, commanding Pot{)ma.c Flo
tilla, oj the capture, by U. R. S. Teaser, of tirO me1l in jllatiatromuil
Oreek.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, July 30, 18(i3.

SIR: I have to report the arrival at this yard of the U. S. S. Resolute,
with two persons, namely, James Harrison and Hobert Bland, captured
with a boat by the U. S. S. Teaser, on the night of the 27th instant, in
Mattawomall Creek, with a small quantity of loose tobacco.

The boat has heen destroyed, and the prisoners placed in tile custody
of the provost-marshal.

I have the honor to be, witll great respect, yonr obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. UlDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMEN'f, .July 31,1863.

Point Lookout having been designated as a depot for rebel soldiers
captured by our forces, you will direct a sufficient naval force to be
always in close vicinity and in communication with the senior Army
officer at that point.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD
Oommaniant Navy Yard, Washington.

Report oj Licute1lant-Oommander Magatc, U. S. Navy, commanding First
])iVi&i01l Potomac Flotilla, regarding affairs in the' Rappahannock
River.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Piney Point, August 1, 1863.

DEAR SIR: I send up the Resolute with a prize captured by the
Yallkee this morning, with an officer to make affidavit and the neces
sary papers.
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Acting Assistant Paymaster Clarke goes up for fnnds, and also to
make affidavit with regard to goods captnred by the Ourrituck that are
on hoard the Resolute.

There i~ no news from the nappahannock. The Satellite and ReliaflC(l
are there, with strict orders as to vigilance.

The enemy has now a regiment of cavalry-Georgian, I think-on
the neck, that perhaps numbers 400 meu, cut up int. squads of 10 to
15. They have made no demoustration as yet against us in the Rap
pahannock.

So much of your order as relates to ascending the Rappahannock as
far as Fort Lowry I hope will be rescinded, and, if necessary, I will
accompany any expedition that I may desire to send.

We often hear of goods passing the Potomac, and our only way to
captnre is to intercept them as they cross the nappahannoek. This we
have done in several cases, but can not now, with the present order in
force. There is no point where the ellemy ean make .3011 attack on us
below Fort Lowry with a fair chance of doing lUI material [iujllry] with
out artillery, as the river is broad up to that point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MAGAW,

.Lieutenant.COfIlfllander, etc.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Na1'Y, commanding Potoma.c Flo
tilla, regarding affairs in the Rappaha.nnock River.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Nal'Y Yard, Washington, August 3,1863.

SIR: The force at the mouth of the Rappahannock is as large as the
number of effective vessels in the flotilla will permit, namely the Satel
lite, Currituck, and Reliance. Two are generally present at a time
within supporting distance, with strict orders as to vigilance, and the
third on its way to take in ('0301. .
Lieutenant-Oomm~nder Magaw reports that on the northern neck or

peninsula, between the Potomac and l{appahannock rivers, the enemy
has now a re~iment of Clwalry (Georgia, he thillks) numberin~ about
400 men, divided into squads. I have information from reliable sources
that there is an or~anized band of contrabandists whose chain of com
munication extends from the Patuxent to the Rappahannock. The
cavalry party is no donbt used to escort them. The opel'ations in the
Patuxent should be looked into. 1 am told that there is a company of
Hebrews near Lower Oedar Point, who have wagons, bringing goods
across, which are kept concealed in the woods until a favorable oppor
tunity occurs of running them across the Potomac.

Lieutenant·C01lJmander Magaw writes that the only way to captnre
these goods is to intercept them on the Rappahannock if we miss them
011 the Potomac, and asks me to modify my order forbidding vessels of
tbe flotilla to ascelld the Rappahanllock, so as to allow them to go np
as far as Fort Lowry. He oflers to accompany any expedition that
may go up the river, to see that it h~ conducted prudently. As the
imltructions came from the Department, I do not feel anthorized to
sanction any change.
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No demonstration has as yet been made on the flotilla in the Rappa-
hannock. .

I have tbe bonor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac 1<'lotilla.
Hon. GIDEON "'ELLES,

8et'retary of the Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Xar!/ to (Jommodm'e Hancood, U. 8. Nary,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding e.rpedition up the Rappaltan
lIock River.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 5,18("3.
SIR: Your commnnication No. 294, datel} the 3d instant, lll\s been

r('(·eived. The Department authorizeR you to order an expedition np
the l'appahannock under Lieutenant·Commander Magaw for this special
time.

Very respectfully~ etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. a.

[Telegram.]

EASTVILLE, VA., Augu8t 5,1863.
(Heceived at Washin~n8:30 a. m.)

A party of eight or nine armed men appeared on Smitb'li IHland on
)Ionday the 3d instant and completely gntted the light·house, carrying
away the lamps, reflectors, and everything el8e belonging to the estab·
li"hment, and broke every glass. They threaten to destroy Hog Island
allll Cherrystone lights. My lite is in danger, as well as aU the Govern
ment property 011 the island. 'l'heyare encamped on the island.

WM. W. STA~l.'E,

Light·House Keeper.
LIGHT·BoUSE BOARD,

Wasltington.

Letter from Commodore Haru)()od. U. 8. Nav]/, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, to L-ieutenant-Commander Magaw, U. 8. Na7'Y, commanding
First and Second Divisions, suggesting expedition up the Rappahannock
Rirer.

AUGuS'r 7, 1863.
SIR: In reply to your letter, extracts of which I sent to t.he Depart·

ment, I forward to you a copy of the reply.
By it you will see that you are authorized to make an expedition up

the Rappahannock. I do not, however, consider this as an order to go,
but I leave the matter entirely at your discretion.

I hope one day next week to go down the river to visit the different
vestleis of my command and I shall look for you at Blakistone Island
or at Piney Point.
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Secretary of the N a'DJ.

....
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Coal has been ordered for the station at Piney Point and I trust that
it will arrive at seasonable intervals so as to'keep down the demurrage
bills.

I retain the Ella to accompany me on my cruise.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AND. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore, Oomma,ruling Pot{}ma.c Fl{}tilla.

Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW,
Oommanding First and Second Divisions Potmnac Flotilla.

Letter from Oommodore Harwood, U. R. Navy, commanding Potomac Flq
tilla, to Major-General Heintzelman, U. S. Army, regarding autlwriud
permits to vessels.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, August 8,1863.
GENERAL: Several passes from your headquarterR have been pre

sented to me signed by one of your aids, subject to my approval, for
fishermen within the lines of the Army, and oue for a schooner wishing
to take a cargo of lumber from the Maryland shore to New York.

I have informed all these persons that every part of the Virginia
shore is interdicted excepting that of Alexandria, and that for regular
traffic it is necessary to obtain a custom-house permit, and then apply
on board of guard vessel for the regular naval Potomac pass, which the
commander has beeu instructed to furnish to all applicants having
regular papers. To prevent misconception and iu some ca."es delay
injurious to the service, I beg leave to inform you that commanding
officers of the ,vessels belonging to the Potomac Flotilla are instructed to
enforee the blockade in the most rigid manner, and are forbidden to pay
any regard to what are called permits from any officer, except the Sec
retaries of 'the Treasury, War, or Navy. In all cases, therefore, whflo
you may deem it necessary to communicate with any portion of the
Virginia shore not ill the possession of our troops, but within the limit...
of my command (which includes the Potomac, Rappahannock, and
Piankuta,nk rivers), it will be best to obtain the necessary authority
from the Navy through the War Department. The order onc~ given
from the proper source, you may depend upon t,he most ready further
ance of yonI' wishes on the part of those under my command.

I am, geueral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Navy Yard and Potomac Fl{}tilla.
Major.General S. P. HEINTZELMAN,

U. S. Army, Oommanding the Defenses of Washington.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommodortl Harwood, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding tour of inspection.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 10, 1863.
SIR: The Department approves of your proposed tour of inspection

to the Potomac Flotilla, llS iudicated iu your No. 296, and authorizes
you while embarked to hoist the distinctive pennant of commodore.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington•

1



GIDEON 'WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Order of the 8ecretat"Y of the Nal'y to O~mmodo1'e Harwood, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potoma.c FlotiUa, regarding refugees.

NAVY DEPARTMENT,.August 13,1863.
BIR: Yon will direct that lJereafter no refugees, or persons represent·

ing themselves as sucb, be reepived on board the vessels of the Potomac
Flotilla, unless they are willing to take the oatb of allegiance, whieh
they must do as soon as received on board, and that foreigners be
received on board in no case whatever.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington.

Letter from Lieuttmant·Commander de Krafft, U. S. Nal'y, to Oommodore
Harlcood, lJ. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, tra1UJ1nitting
i1VQrl1l4ti01l oj' a movement of the enemy across the Rappahannock
River.

AUGUST 15, 1863.
COMMODORE: I send the Eureka, Acting Ensign Brice, with dis

patcheR; also a few officers who wish to join their v(lssels.
A copy of the enclosed telegram from the Secretary of the Navy has

he<'n forwarded to Captains Magaw and Ives; also instructions given
to Acting Ensign Brice to notify each vessel as he proceeds down the
river, and report to you for further orders.

Tht>re is no pressure at the yard; all goes on as usual, smoothly and
quietly.

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
J. O. P. DE KRAFP~.',

Lieutenant·Commander, Navy Yard.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

[EncJ08ure.-l'eJegram.j

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 15,1863.
It is reported that a regiment of cavalry, with a battery of artillery,

bas crossed the Rappahannock and may attempt to make trouble on
the Potomac.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washington.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Primrose, ,·egardin.q reported mO't'emcnts of the enemy.

u. S. S. PRIMROSE,
Station E, Potomac Flotilla, August 17,186.'1.

SIR: Having received information that a regiment of cavalry and a
battery of artillery were on their way to the Potomac, I this morning
got underway anll cruised along the Virginia shore from Nomini Bay
to near Mathias Point, but have not seen or heard anything of them.
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On my way up, I landed at White Point and took off thrt.'e men,
deserters from the Fifteenth Virginia Oavalry. They state that t.heir
regiment left Fredericksburg on Thursday and moved toward Chancel
lorsville, and that there are no cavalry in the northern neck below A1luia
Oreek. I put them on an army transport bound to Washingtoil.

On my way down I landed at H.osier's Oreek, and found the people
both here and at White Point had seen nothing of any forces in their
neighborhood.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W:r.I. TELL STREET,

Acting Masier, {Jommallding.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Lieutena.nt-Commander de X,'aift, U. S. Navy, of the arrut of
two blockade runners.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, Attgust 17, 1863.

SIR: I have to report, for the information of the Department, the
arrest of .Tamei:'! Gray, of Virginia, and William 'V. Purdy, of Charles
County, Md.

J ames Gray came from Dumfries, Va., and was arrested in Oharles
Oounty, Md., buying up goods at the various stores around Mattawoman
Creek for transmission to the rebels.

William W. Purdy is accused of running the blockade and landing
a load of goods in Virginia three weeks ago, and returning to Mary
land in C()mpl~ny with 'Villiam Surly, a blockade runner. These men
have been placed in the custody of the provost-marshal.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
, J. C. P. DE KRAFFT,

Lieutenant- Oinwmander, lor Oommodore, Oomdg. Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary olthe Nat'y.

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander de Krafft, U. 8. Navy, oftllt: arrivnl of
prisoners at Washington navy yard.

POTOMAC FLO'l'ILLA,
Nary Yard, Washington, August 17,18(;.'1.

SIR: I halle to report, for the information of the Departmenr, the
arrival at tllis yard of John M. George, William P. GeQrge, Zamuth
George, l~ll of Lancaster County, Va.; and also John Hobbins, Ninth
Virginia (rebel) Oavalry, arrested by order of Acting Mastt>r T. J.
Hnnekin, commanding the U. S. S. Ourrituck, on the lUll instant..
These men are accused of cutting down tlle trees on Windmill Point, a
well-known landmark on the Ollegapeake Bay. They are also reported
as violent secessiouists, and exceedingly active in preventing the escape
of' deserters from the rebel Army, as well as harassing Union people
and others favOl'able to the Federal cause.
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The prisoners ha.ve been placed, with the necesscLry information, in
clliltody of the provost-marshal.

I have the honor to be, with great respect,
. J. lJ. P. DE KRAFFT,

Lieutenant-Commander,jor Commodore, Comdg. Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the N a1JY.

General report of Commodore Harwood, V. S. Navy, commanding Potomac
Flotilla.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Na1JY YlO'd, Washington, August 19, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report my return from a visit of inspection
to the Potomac Flotilla, during which both stations and vessels were
examined as far as the mouth of the Piankatank River.

I found the officers generally on the alert and the condition of the
vessels, in point of order and discipline, as good as the nature of
the service and its material could have led me to expect.

I regret to state that in consequence either of the actual or approach
inK expiration of the time of so many men, the efforts of the flotilla
will be materially crippled until the force can be recruited.

Smuggling is still carried on to a considerable extent, chiefly in canoes
and small boats, not risking much at a time, and thus increasing the
dlances of success in running the blockade. The approach of the
Kteamers is generally known in time to avoid them, and the best chance
of apprehending the contrabandists is by rowing guard, which requires
full crews for the vessels engaged in the blockade.

Your telegram of the ]5th, in relation to the expected interruption
of the navigation of the river by the rebel cavalry and artillery, was
received on the evening of the 16th. Measures were immediately
taken to secure the safe passage of vessels at the points where they
woul(l be most subject to attack, and communication was had with the.
sllOre for the purpose of obtaining information in relation to the num
bers and position of the cavalry.

Nothing more, however, is known at present than the fact that there
is 8 small force on the peninsula, and that their rendezvous is probably
at Hampstead, between Aquia lJreek and Mathias Point, about 2 miles
inland. A spy was dispatched by Lieutenant-Commander Magaw to •
ascertain this fact, but had not returned when I left Indian Head.

There was no appearance of hostile troops, either in passing up or
down the river. Instructions, however, have been given to the guard
vessels to warn all transports, going or coming, to keep the Maryland
tdlOre on board as much as possible.

I send the latest Richmond papers, taken from a mail carrier who was
"aptured by the ,Tacob Bell, and also a few letters containing rebel
description of' the battle of Gettysburg.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
• ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na1JY, Navy Department.
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Letferfrom Commodore Hal"/('ood, U. S. Nary, commanding Pot.omac Flo
tilla, to Rear-Admiral /::iltllbrick, U. S. Navy, chairman Ligltt-HolUJe
Board, sUfJyest'ing a guard of soldiers for each light vessel.

AUGUST 19, 1863.
SIR: In reply to your letter of the 15th instant, I beg leave to state

that the Potomac is as well guarded as the number of gunboats 1I0W

under my command will admit, and that at llight either the vessels or
boats from them are constantly patrolling the river in the vicinity of
Loth Upper and Lower Uedar Points.

] ought to inform you, however, that my force is liable to be dimin
ished at particular points in order to reenforce other squac.lrons for a
tillle or to cooperate with the Army or for indispeneable repail'8. I
would therefore suggest that 'a guard of soldiers should be placed on
e~lCh light vesse!.

Whenever the new light vessels are reported in position I will send
instructions to the vessels of the flotilla to keep a vigilant watch over
them at llight.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HA.RWOOD,

CommodQre, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Rear-Admiral W. B. SHUBRICK, U. S. Navy,

Chairman Light-Bouse Board.

Report ojCommodore Rarwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla;
transferring reports and certificate oj captures oj blockade ,'ulmer,.

POTOl\IAC .FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Wa.Yhington, AlIgu~t 24,1863.

SIR I have to report for the information of the De~artmentthe cap
ture by the flotilla of J{ichard P. Rose, of the Fifty-fifth Virginia (rebel)
Regiment, captured in Lancaster Uounty, Va., the 18th instant.

I have also to report the capture of Benjamin F. Welles, of Freder
icksburg, Va., the former owner of the U. S. S. Eureka.

The enclosed copy of a letter from Acting Master T. J. Linnekin con
tains further information in regard to the capture of .Mr. Welles.

Henry O. Emerson and .J. U. Athey were also captured, with a. small
quantit.y of goods referred to in the enclosed certificate of captme, by
the U. S. S. Creur de Lion on the 22d instant.

John Summers and Herman Boenigker, who report theml'elves as
deserters from the Fourth Virginia Cavah'y, were captured crossing
the Potomac on a raft on the 19th instant.

I also enclose certificate of capture of the schooner Three Brother"
made by the U. S. S. Satellite in the Great Wicomico River on the 17th
in8tant.

These men have been placed in custody of the provost·marshal, and
the schooner and goods transferred to the prize commissioners.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
• ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON \VELI.ES,

Secretary oj Navy.
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[Eucloeutea.J

u. S. S. CURRrfUCK,
Off Windmill Point, August 22, 1863.

SIR: I forward to yon the following.named prisoner, Benjamin F.
Welles,of Fredericksburg,Va., the former owner of the U. S. S. "Eureka,
concerning whom I report as follows, viz:

Mr. Welles was captured on Totouskey Creek, Rappahannock River,
the 21st instant, engaged in running grain and blockade goods to Fred·
ericksburg. In answer to questions put to him he said that snch men
as he became desperate after losing all they had.

I also I'eport that this vessel and the Satellite destroyed the ferry at
Union wharf, which consisted of two large scows and a few canoes.
One of the scows was new, and had on board a load of cattle, which Rhe
was taking across the river, but upon our appearance in sight and a
shell being thrown from the Satellite they put back, and the men and
the cattle escaped in the woods.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. LINNEKIN,

Acting'Jlaster, Commanding.
Lieutenant·Commander SAML. MAGAW;

Potomac Flotilla.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Pot01nac Flotilla, Washington.

u. S. S. C<EUR DE LION, A1tgust 22, 1863.
Sm: I have the honor to report the capture of two men this morn·

ing, named Henry O. Emerson and .T. C. Athey, attempting to run the
blockade into Virginia under the following circumstances:

At 6 a. m. a boat was reported pulling close down the Virginia shore.
My two boats being away from the vessel on guard duty, I immediately
got the steamer underway and sta,rted in chase. 'l'he boat in the mean
time continued pulling for the shore, trying to escape, but a shell from
our forward gun soon brought them to, and we succeeded in capturing
them. They state that they left Alexandria, bound to Aquia Creek,
and from thence to Richmond, where they had business. We captured
some medicines, hats, pins, and sewing silk, valued at $84, which I
have made out a prize list for, and send up by the Teasel' this moming,
in chargeof Acting Master's1\Iate James G. Burnett. The men captured
appear to be very intelligent, and tlJere is reason to believe that they
had other business in the rebel capital besides trafficking contraband
goods.

Very respect(ully, your obedient servant,
W. G. MORRIS,

Acting Jliaster, Commanding.

Potomac FlotilZa......Certijicate of capture.

Name and oharaoter of the prize.-Schooner Three Brothers.
By lchom and by what vessel eapture made.-J. F. D. Robinson, acting

master, commanding U. S. S. Satellite.
When capture rnade.-August 17, 1863.

N W R-VOL 5-21
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Where and for what reasons.-Great Wicomico River; for being in
blockaded waters.

The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-None.
Remarks.-Captured for being in blockaded waters.

AUGUST 17,1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned schooner was captured by

the uudersigned, commanding the U. S, S. 8atellitf!, of the Potomac
Flotilla, at the time and place above clesignated, and that the above
and annexed statement is true in evel'y particular.

J. F. D. ROBINSON,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding capture of schooner Golden Lea].

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, August 27,1863.

Sm: I enclose for the information of the Department certificate
of capture of schooner Golden Leaf, made on the 23d instant by the
U.S. S. Jacob Bell,Acting Master G.C.Schulze commanding, for a vio
lation of the blockade, by running into Rosier's Creek, Virginia, and
landing a few contraband goods, consisting of sugar, etc.

The Golden Leaf when captured had on board five deserters from Stu
art's rebel cavalry, who were turned over to the deputy provost-marshal
of Charles Oounty, Md.

The captain of the vessel, J. H. eebastian, has been placed in cus
tody of the provost-marshal of this district, and the prize schooner,
which arrived to·day, has been placed in charge of the prize commis
sioners.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommod{)re, Commanding PQtoTnac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Oapture of u. S. steamers Satellite and Reliance, August 23,1863.

Beport of LieuteDallt-ColIIJIWLder J[agaw, U. 8. Navy, oommanding Fil'It and Ileocmd Din
ROlli, Potomac Flotilla.

Unofficial.] U. S. S. DRAGON,
Friday Evening, August 26,1863.

My DEAR Sm: I send tilis vessel up with the news of the capture
of the Satellite and Reliance, and enclose for your satisfaction my
orders· to the vessels at the mouths of the Piankatank and Rappahan
nock, to guard against surprise. There is some mystery attached to
the capture of these vessels, or the most disgraceful neglect of duty I
have ever heard of. Anything more I hear of the affair I will let yon
know. Please give me permission to go up the Rappahannock and
make an examination as far as Port Tobacco.

"Not found.
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The Jacob Bell broke down last night, or I I:lhould have been tempted
to have gone np the river to·day.

Yours, very respectfully,
SAML. MAGAW,

Lieutenant- Commander.
Commodore HARWOOD.

Beportof Lieutenant-Comm&llder Kagaw, U. S. Navy, comm&llding First Division, Potomac
Flotilla, traI1ImitiiDg statement of William D. Spillman, lllIq.

U. S. S. DUAGON,
Chesapeake Bay, .August 28, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report that upou entering the Happahan
nock this morning neither the Satell'ite nor Reliance wire at their
station. Report says they have been captured by boarding by the
enemy and carried up the river. I enclose a statement of a Mr. Spill
man.

The FTeeborn, ,Jacob Bell, Currit1wk, and Tulip remain at the mouth
of the Rappahannock until further orders. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAML. MAGAW,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Enclo.,U'O.J

Stall!1M1lt of William D. Spillman.

I saw a man uamed Clarke, who jumped overboard and swam ashore
from the steamer Satellite, who said that one boat containing about 25
men boarded her, alongside, and another with the same number of men,
over the bow. There were seven men on watch, who were immediately
overpowered. The crew made some resistance. He himself fired seven
shots, but when he saw the boat was taken, he jumped overboard.
There were 6 men wonnded on both sides. The captain of the Reliance
(which was attacked by two more boats at the same time) was slightly
wounded.

After the capture, which was between 12 and 1 o'clock Saturday
night, the steamers both went up the river. The Satellite came down
Monday and Tuesday about dnsk; also Wednesday about sunset.

The four boats, containing about 100 men, came out of the Pianka
tank River; among them were 3 men, who came on board the Satellite
at Urbana to sell chickens. While on board they learned where the
ammunition, small arms, etc., were kept, so that on Saturday night as
soon as they boarded the Satellite they seized these the first thing.

Yesterday afternoon heard heavy firing in the Piankatank (which,
froID llis description, I should judge to be the Commodore Jones, Cap
tain Linnekin).

Tuesday the Satellite captured 2 schooners of about 60 tons each,
which had put in here for a harbor, and towed them up the river;
both were loaded deep.

The report here is that the rebels have about 1,000 cavalry, cruising
about throngh )'liddlesex Connty.

The man Clarke was captured Sunday night, on 'Windmill Point, by
4 or 5 cavalrymen.
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WINDMILL POINT, August 28, 1863.
This statement was made in my presence by William Spillman, whom

we brought off' from Windmill Point this morning, which I believe to
be as correct as could be ~athered from the reports he has heard. I
can not vouch for his loyalty; his family have been doing washing for
onr officers for some time.

T.•J. LINNEKIN,
Acting llfaster, Commanding TJ. S. S. Currituck.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, August 28, 1863-6 a. m.
(Received 6:30 a. m.)

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Ives has just arrived and reports as
follows:

That he learns from Mr. Edward, of Cockle's Creek, Virginia, that the
steamers Sntcllite and Reliance were captured on Saturday night near
the mouth of the Happahannock River; that Acting Master Hobinson
was mortaIIy wounded, died the next day; that a naval officer in the
neighborhood of Cockle's Creek, at home on a furlough, states that
when he left Richmond, he beard of this expedition being ready to
attack the boats on the Rappahannock; from the same source, the
steamers are said to be staying in the mouth of the river, awaiting to
surprise other vessels of the flotiIIa. Lieutenant-Commander Magaw
has gone with a sufficient force (five vessels) to recapture the vessels
if they are there and the story is true. He will send his fastest boat,
and that as soon as anything definite is known. Special orders have
been g-iven to prepare for surprise, and to cleal' out if considerable force
should appear, and fight underway. I thiuk therefore the story is false.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore.

HOll. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj the Navy.

[Te!<'graOl.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, August 2.9,1863.
(Received at Washington 10: 10 a. m.)

I regret to inform the Department that the news of the capture of the
Satellite and Reliance is confirmed. I attribute it, from what I hear, to
disobedience and neglect.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding.

Hon. SECRE'l'ARY OF 'l'HE NAVY.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U, 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla.

PO'fOMAO FLOTILLA.,
Nal'y Yard, Washington, August 29,1863.

SIR: I enclose herewith the copy of the report· of IJieutenant-Com
mander Samuel Magaw, confirming the rumor (sent by teleg-ram to the
Department ou the 27th instant) that the Satellite and Reliance had
been taken by surprise by the enemy's boats.

* See preceding pages.
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The statement of Mr. Spilhllan, referred to in the letter, was left by
me in the hands of Mr. Fox this morning.

I enclose also an unofficial note of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw on
the same subject, and a copy of the report of Acting Master Linnekin
to Lieutenant-Commander Magaw, which will prove to the Department
that in addition to the instructions printed lor the guidance of the
officers of the flotilla and the repeated cantions to be on the alert,
there were special directions given to the commanders of tbe Satellite
and .Reliance in view of the contingency which took place.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomtw Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary 0/ the Navy.

IEnclosnre.]

u. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Station H, Rappahannock Rivet', A Ugllst 28, 1863.

8m: I beg leave to make the follOWing statement iu regard to pre
cautionary measures ordered to prevent surprise on this sta.tion, viz:

First. That the boats sbould anchor at tbe mouth ofthe river, near the
middle, ill supporting distance of each otber.

Second. That the chain should be unshackled at 15 fatboms, with a
tail rope and buoy attacbed to the chain, in order to slip cable at any
moment.

Third. That the officer of the deck, on the appearance of any boat,
should ring the bell to go ahead, at the same time call all hands, until
the character of the boat may be ascertained.

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
T .•1. LINNEKlN,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Lieutenant-Commander SAMUEL MAGAW, etc.,

Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram in cipher.)

NAVY DEPARTMEN'l', AUg1lst 29,1863.
Send the 8angamon with sealed orders to the moutb of the Rappa

hannock to await further orders. Let her leave after dusk, and no one
beside yonrself to know her destination. She must be ready for action.
Answer in cipher.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary 0/ Navy.

Captain GURRT GANSEVOORT,
Senior Officer, U. S. Navy, 0." Newport News, Va.

[Tcl.·grnm.]

NAVY YARD, August 29,1863-1:25 p. m.
We can carry 12 feet as high as Port Royal [Va.].

A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommandant.

HOIl. G. V. Fox.



ANDw. A. HARWOOD,
Comlllo(lorc, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
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Order of Commodore Harwood, U. B. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, to .Acting ....
Provlllt, U. B. Navy, commanding U. B. 8• .Anaooetia.

AUGUST 29, 1863.
SIR: Ou the completion of the repairs upon your vessel you will pro

ceed without delay to tile mouth of the Rappahannock Rh'er and await
further orders, keeping a vigilant lookout tor boarders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AND. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac FlotUI4.
Acting Master NELSON PROVOST,

Oommanding U. S. S. Anacostia.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, August 29, 1863-4 : 20 p. m.
It is desirable that I should have the information j'ou promised to

seud me before I leave the yard to.night. Please reply.
A. A. HARWOOD.

HOll. G. V. Fox.

[Tel~gram·l

NAVY DEPA.RTMENT, August 30,1863.
If no other orders are received, return the ironclad. to hel' Htation

immediately on her retnrn down the river. She must not be separated
from the other force,l1or precede the vessels in ascending on account of
torpedoes.

GIDEON WELLES.
Commodore HARWOOD,

W((sltington, D. O.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. B. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding _
menta in the Rappahannock Biver.

SANGAMON, off Tappahannock, August 31, [1863].
My DEAR Sm: 'We are abreast of thetown-3:55 p. m.-and draw

too much water to go any higher with this vessel. I have sounded
ahead, nearly full tide, with au easterly wind. We have an experienced
pilot, who is of opinion that we can not go farther up than a quarter of
a mile, and as the bottom in some places is hard, I deem it imprudent to
proceed farther.

We have not seen any vessels so far of any kind, and only a few
horsemen.

Isban await your further instructions, and can only say I am much
disappointed in not being able to reach Port Royal, [Va.], but as the
tides are as full as I can expect them to be, there is small hope of that.

I thought you ought to know this at once, that you might make the
army people aware of the .state of things.

Yours, truly,

Hon. G. Y. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.



G. Y. Fox,
Acting Secretary of Navy.

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
General in Ollief.
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Order of the Beoretary ot the Navy to Commodore lIarwood, U. 8. Navy, oommandmg Poto
mac I'lotilla, traDlmitiiD.jr telegram from Kajor-General Keade, U. 8. Army, promi8iDg
oooperaticm.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 1, 1863.
Sm: Enclosed herewith is the dispatch of Major.General Meade,

promising cooperation with your movement. If it is possible to get a
force up to Port Royal to communicate with this force it should be
done; otherwise, return and send the Sangamon to Newport News,
leaving a sufficient number of vessels to guard the mouth of the Rap·
pahannock.

Very respectfully,

Commo<1ore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

(EnclOlltll"6.-Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTO:\lAC, August 30,1863.
(Received 10:40 p. m.)

In accordance with your instructions I have directed Brigadier.
General Kilpatrick, with his division of cavalry, about 2,000 strong,
and two batteries of lutilleQ', to proceed to Port Oonway [Va.], oppo·
site Port Royal, and endeavor to destroy the captured gunboats if
practicable.

To protect his rear and afford him support Brigadier.General Buford,
with a. brigade of cavalry and a battery, will hold the crossing at Fal
mouth [Rappahannock Riverl, and Ml\jor·General Warren, with the
Second Corps, about 5,000 infantry, will hold the crossings at Banks'
and United States fords.

I have not much expectation of success, however, for it is known the
enemy have a division of infantry at Fredericksburg and a brigade of
cavalry, al80 a division of infantry at Port Uoyal, with a brigade on
this side at Port Conway.

What I anticipate is that Kilpatrick will find the gnnboats above
Port Uoyal, where they can not be reached by onr naval forces, and in
a position where the enemy's artillery, posted on the right bank, will
prevent his bringing his batteries to bear on their destruction. The
great ':~Jtance of Port Conway, 25 miles below Falmouth, the extreme
point of our cavalry picket, and the necessity of Kilpatrick awaiting the
arrival of the infantry, may prevent his reaching his destination before
day after to·morrow.

GEORGE G. MEADE,
Major. n eneral, Oommanding.

Letter from. Brigadier-6eDeral'JWpatrick, U. 8. Army, to Lleutenant-Colonel 8mith, U. 8. Army,
regardiDg the attempt to deltroy the 1Ite::,,,"en S-tellite and &l'.a.Doe.

HEADQUAR1'ERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
[SeptemberJ2, [.1863]-8 a. m.

The enemy have abandoned the boats. Elder has riddled the Satel
lite. She is fast sinking. The Reliance is receiving a heavy fire from



J. KILPATRICK,
Brig4din--(;eaeml.
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both batteries. I can not cffectnally destroy the boats. If the iron
ehlll was hcre both boats could be recaptured. I shall encamp to-night
near Lamb's Creek church.

J. KILPATRICK,
Brigadier-General.

Lieutenant.Colonel C. Ross S::IfITH,
Ohief of Staff.

[Tel..~rom·l

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TIII': POTOMA.C,
September Il, 18f;S-noon. (Received 1~: 30 p. m.)

The following dispatch was received from General Kilpatrick t.his
morning. General Kilpatrick and the infantry force sent jill' his sup
port have been withdrawn, and the former picket line down the river
to Falmouth, and thence across to Potomac Creek, will be reoccnpied.

GEO. G. MEADE,
illajor- General.

Major,Heneral HALLEClK.

HI,ADQI'ARTERfl THIRD DIVISIOY, September f!, 18/;S-fp. m.
I haYe JUBt returned with my commau(l to Laml'.. Creek ('IlUrch, where I shull

em'amp for the night. I cou1<!not totall~' tle"h'o)' tho A'unhoatB, hut have rendered
them nbollt worthless. I waited at Port Conway till 11 a. m. for the ironclad. It
failing to make its appearauee, an,l the euemy havin~ opened with a battery of
heavy artiller,V, I deemell it useless to remain longer. L'nlellB I receive orders to the
contrary, I shall return to-morrow morning.

LielltenRnt-Colollcl S~IlTTI,

Chief of Staff.

Report of Commodore Harwood, -::1. S. Navy, c:lmmanding Potomac Flotilla, of the expec1itiall
up the Rappahannock River for the purpose of destroying the captured Iteamel'S Satellite
and Reliance.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, -September 3, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following memoranda of my
recent trip to the Rappahannock for the pnrpose of ('ooperating witb
the land fi)f(~('s ill the destruction of the gunboats Satellite and Reli4nce,
recently captured and taken up that river by the rebels.

On Sunday, the 30th ultimo, left the yard in the Ella at 3: 15 p. m.,
and arrived at Windmill Point at the mouth of the Rappahannock at
5:30 a. m. on Monday, the 31st ultimo. There I found the Sangamox
(ironelad), the Oommodore .Jones, and Commodm'e j\forris, ofActing Rear
Admiral Lee's squadron, and the Ourrituck, .J. Bell, Dragon, and Tulip,
of the Potomac Flotilla. At 6: 15 got underway ill the Sangamon amI
steamed np the river with the following vessels in company: Dragon
(l1.1ongside), the Oommodore Jl.forriH, and .Jacob Bell. At 1:30 passed
I~ort Lowry, fonnd the battery deserted and neither enemy nor guns
in sight. At 2: 15 anchored a short distance above the wharf at Tap,
pahannock, the pilot being of the opinion that we could not go higber.
Sent the ])ragon np to sound. 'rhe report being unfavorable to further
progress, waited until high water and sent Lieutenant-Commander
Magaw in the Dragon to sOl1nd again. The report was that there were
11 ~ feet of water. Lightened ship by putting on board the two ferry
boats nearly all the 11 and 15 inch shot. .
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Tuesday, September 1, underway at 5:30 a. m., and after proceeding
about 500 yards above our Rnehorage got aground. lJeing unable to
get the vessel oft' before the tide had 1allen, broug11t the Oammad{)re
Morris and Jones alongside and took out all the coal (about 50 tons).

At 11 :15 the Jacob Bell arrived from below, bringing' the telegram of
the Department of the 30th ultimo.

At 11 :45 dispatc11ed her to Point Lookout, with orders to the Ana·
costia to go to Piney Point, and for herself to remain at Point Lookout
and protect the vessels and depot for prisoners, the Yankee being
broken down.

At meridian the Freebarn arrived, having a coal schooner in tow,
with about 100 tons of coal. 1 :40 p. m., by the aid of the Dragon, Oom·
modore j}[orris, and Jones, got the Sangamon off.

At 3 p. In. steamed down the river and anchored at 7 p. m. at Bow
lers Hocks. Oommodore Jones and Morris were brought alongside, and
the Rhot wllich had been taken out returned to the 8angamon.

Wednesday, September 2, underway at 5 a. m. At (.l a.m. the Ella
met llS at Carter's wharf with dispat<~hes (letter of Department of the
1st instant and copy ot' General Meade's dispatch to General Halleck
of the 31st ultimo).

At 8: 15 sent the Oom11l{)dore .Tones to Yorktown. Left the Sangamon
off Mosquito Point, and sent her to ~ewport News in tow of the Oom
modore Morris.

At 10 a. m. went on board the C111'rituck and gave instructions to
Lieutenant-Comm<lnder Magaw in reference to the blockade of the river,
amI also to look out in case our cavalry SllOUld come down the penin
sula to afford them assistance. At 11 :30 returned to t11e Ella. At
2:30 arrived at Point Lookout, and had a conftlrence with Brigadier.
General Marston in relation to the prisoners of war confined at that
point.

Thursday, 3d of September, arrived at the navy yard,
I inclose herewith the soundings we took in the neighborhood of

Tappahannock, those on the charts not giving of conrse the soundings
at full tide.

I ought here to observe that the first pilot I consulted told me he
thought we could get to Port Royal in a vessel drawing 12 feet, but
referred me to :Mr. Price as the best pilot attached to the flotilla. On
my way down I took Mr. Price on board, who was not sanguine, but
willing to try. The result is known, but it should be ohserved that the
8allgamon was filII of stores and ammunition, and tbl' tides low, as they
usually fire at this season.

All the vessels of the flotilla received an additional warning to be on
the alert.

The Yankee being not only disabled in her machinery, but short
handed, and tbe Eureka having broken her shaft, I have ordered both
to the yard.

So many of the men in the flotilla have either served their time or
have nearly done so, that I shall be obliged to withdraw some of the
most assailable vessels from exposed situations unless the crews are
recruited. It would be imprudent from this cause to send the store
veRseI Wyandank down the river to remain.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD.

Oommod{)re, Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Acting Secretary of the Xavy.
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Report of Lieutenant Weidman, U. 8. Navy, oom m8.J!dlng, U. 8. 8. 1laJlgam0ll, of upediUOll up
the Rappab8.J!u ook Biver.

U. S. STEAM IRONCLAD SANGAMON,
Off Newport News, James River, September 3, 1863.

Sm: In accordance with orders received on the evening of the 29th
of August, this vessel was placed in as good condition as the nature of
the repairs then proceeding would admit, and by 8 p. m. the vessel was
nnderway steaming toward Fortress Monroe.

On my way to the fortress I was overhanled at 9 p. m. by the tng
sent by you, and in charge of Lieutenant Merchant, from whom I
received sealed orders, with directions on the back to open when past
Willoughby's Spit light. Followed my directions, and found my desti
nation to be the mouth of the Rappahannock River, there to report to
Commodore Harwood for duty.

In consequence of the pilot refusing to take the responsibility of
piloting the vessel during the night, and the sea in tile hay being very
high, I anchored at midnight about throo-tonrths of a mile E.S.E. of
the light-boat.

At daylight on the 30th got nnderway and proceeded to my destina
tion, arriving there at 5 p. III. Not finding Commodore Harwood at
this point, I remained at anchor until the next morning, the 31st of
August, when he arrived, and, according to directions, got underway,
and, with the commodore aboard, taking the lead of the flotilla, and
proceeded up the river. Arrived opposite a towll called Tappahannock
at 2 :30 p. m., about 70 miles from the mouth of the river, where the
pilot informed the commodore that he doubted his ability to proceed
farther, and we anchored. The commodore sent the pilot throngh the
doubtful part of the channel, and finding very near 2 fathoms through
its entire length, he determined to make an effort to proceed up the
river after lightening her somewhat (the vessel then drawing 2
fathoms). -

During the night I placed aboard the Oommodore Morris and the Oom
modnre',Jon(!s 75 XV-inch shot and 115 XI-inch shot.

The next moruing (Septembel' 1) at 5 :15, the tide having reached its
extreme rise, the attempt was made to get beyond this point, but
failed, not having gone over 400 yards ti'om our anchorage before
grounding in 11 feet water.

The vessel was steaming very slowly, with barely steerage way upon
her, and no possible injury could have resulted from this circumstance.
The bottom was soft mud, with a crust of oyster shells on top.

Remained aground until the next flood tide, engaged in discharging
COllI into the gunboats accompanying us. At 1 :40, with the assistance
of the Commodore Morris, succeedpd in getting her afloat. Shortly
afterwards, while going down the stream, going very slowly, she
grounded again in 11 teet water, but we soon got her oft; with the
assistance of the Commodore Jones, and anchored.

At 3 p. m. we got underway, and with the tllgboatDrag01I towing
alongside proceeded down the river. We arrived at the mouth of the
river at 9 a. m. (September 2).

Commodore Harwood here took leave of the vessel, giving me instruc
tions to proceed to myoId station, which were executed with due
haste, the Oommodore Jforris towing as far as Fortress Monroe,
arriving there after dark.
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I arrived at ~ewport News on the morning of the 3d at 9 : 30 a. m. and
re~rwd. .

Ver;r respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
JOHN WEIDMAN,

Lieutenant.
Captain GANSEVOORT,

Senior Officer Present.

Report of Acting lluter Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Primroee, giving information
~ved from d_rterll regarding llteamerll Satellite and Relianoe.

LJ. S. S. l'RIMROSE,
Off Piney Point, Md., Septenlber 4,1863.

Sm: I would respectfully report tllat as I was on my way down the
river this morning, I took off, under a flag of truce, from Mathias Point,
Va., two deserters flom the Patrick Hen,'Y (rebel receiving ship on
James River) named George Rart and William Murray. They state
that they were detached with others to haul the machinery of the
&tellite and Reliance from the Rappahannock to Richmond, but on
their amval at Port Royal [Va.] they deserted and that the machinery
of the Reliance had been all taken 011 shore, together with the guns.
On Tuesday night three regiments of cavalry and four pieces of artil·
lery arrived at Port Conway, and on Wednesday morning they opened
upon the Satellite, lying a half mile below Port Royal, and just after
they (the rebels) had commenced to take the engine 'apart. They
informed me that both the engine and boiler were destroyed, and the
vessel greatly damaged by the shot from our battery. There was at
the time one gUll's crew on the Satenite, but they took to the shore.
There are but 300 infantry at Port Uoyal, with three guns taken
from the vessels, and to the best of their knowledge there are no
batteries on the river below that point. The cavalry were yeswrday
encamped at King George Oourt-Rouse..

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting MastN', Oommanding.
Lieutenant-Oommander SAMUEL MAGAW,

Senior Officer, Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Poto:..l&O Flotilla, regarding the
death of lIoatawain'. Kate Tye.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Wa~hington, SeptembN' 5,1863.

Sm: In the captnre of the Satellite, which was so discreditable to
the service, Jack Tye, boatswain's mate, was wounded at his post in
the attempt to ring' the bell (the signal to go ahead) and has since died
of hiR wounds. He was burled at Point Lookout with the respect due
to his long and faithful service and to his reputation as a. true seaman.

Though beyond the reach eitherof censure or praise, I have thought
it right to do justice to his memory and to expre!ls my belief that if
there ha.d been a few more of his tried worth on board the Satellite she
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would not. have heon taken. He was considered the best petty officer
in the flotilla.

I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. Gus. V. I"ox,

Acting Secretary of the Kary.

Beport of Acting Euign BoIl1Jll81'l, U. S. Navy, late U. S. S. Satellite, regarding the oapture of
that v_el by the enemy.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Nat'y lard, ll'as1l.ingt01t, September 8, 1863.

Sm: Having received permission from the Department to report for
examination as an acting ensign, I was examined and passed the board
ill I"ebruary last, on the Potomac River, when I was transferred from
the mortar schooner Dan Rmit1l. to the U. S. S. Satellite. Between 12
and 1 o'clock a. ro. on 23d of August last, while lying near the month
of the Rappahannock River, our vessel (the Satellite) was boarded by
two armed boats numbering 35 men. Before reaching the vessel they
were hailed by the officer of the deck (Acting Master's Mate Foulk

[
FOggl' when he received answer "Commodore Morris." Mr. Foulk
Fogg came forward; calling me he said we were being boarded. I

directed llim to call all hands to repel boarders, which he did. Imme
diately I seized my cutlass and pistol; I stepped on deck; my attention
was attracte4 to the noise aft. Still, thinking the noise wa.s made by
our own men, before I could reach the quarter-deck (in which direction
I was goiug), I received a shot in my neck. The boarders, observing
that I was armeo, attackeo me with their cutlasses, and, being closely
pressed, I freely used my pistol as a slung Shot, during which time I
received three cuts over my arm, when, being overpowered, I was
placed in my room with a sentry over me. Just previous to being con·
dueted forward I heard the captain surrender the vessel. We were
then taken up the river, all under guard, arriving fit Urbana about 7
o'clock the Rame morning. Remaining in Urbana three days, I was
then paroled and took passage on board the U. S. S. Currituck.

Owing to Illy wounds, the weakness of my condition prevented me
from making an earlier report in writing or person.

Hoping the above statement may meet all reqnirements and give sat
isfaction, IlJave the honor to remain, sir, most respectfully, your obedi·
ent servant,

RUDOLPH SOMMERS,
Acting Ensign, U. S. NaTJY.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Nat'Y.

Report of Commodore Harwood. U. S. Navy, comman~ Potomao Flotilla, traumittiJIg lilt
of 0111081'1 of U. S. 8teamB1'I Satellite and ReliaD08.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Nary Yard, Washington, Septembcr 9,1863.

SIR: In compliance with your letter of the 8th instant, I enclose a
list of the officers belonging to the Relianre aud Satellite at the time of
their capture.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient Rervant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Commanding Potomac Fl.otilla.
Hon. G. V. Fox, Acting Secretary of the Navy.
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[Enolosure.]

List of the officer' at/ached to the U. S. S. Salellite at date of capture.

John F. D. Robinson, acting master, eOlli- John Mee, acting third assistant engineer.
manding. William H. Fogg, aeting mll.8ter's mate.

Rudolph Sommers, acting ensign, Charles H. McLellan, acting ma.~ter·s

wonnded and in Washington. mate, on leave of absence at date of
Isaac Johnson, acting second aBBistant capture.

engineer. N. H. Stavey, paymaster's steward, dis-
Chrilltopher McCormick, acting third charged.

a88ilItant engineer. , John F. Henry, surgeon's steward.

List of officer, attached to the U. S. S. Relianoo at da~e of capture.

Henry Walters, acting ensign, command
ing, wounded and down the river.

James McCaulley, acting second assist
ant engineer.

Alexander [D.] Renshaw, acting third
U8i8tant engineer.

Thom&8 Brown, acting master'lI mate.
Samuel Lomax, pilot.
Henry L. Mangan, paymaster's steward.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. Naval Station, Washington•

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Harwood, U. S. lfavy, commlUlding Potoml&ll
Flotilla.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 11,1863.
SIR: You will be pleased to inform the Department who was the

executive officer of the U. S. S. Reliance (fourth rate), and designate
those who were captured in both the Satellite and Reliance.

Very respectfUlly,

•
Beport of Commodore Harwood, U. S. lfavy, commanding Potomao Flotilla, giving name of

lIUC1ltive oflI.oer of U. S. S. Satellite at time of oapture.

SEPTEMBER 12, 1863.
SIR: In compliance with the directions in the letter of the Depart

ment of the 11th iust., I have to report that at the time of the capture
of the Reliance (fourth rate) her executive officer was Acting Master's
Mate Thomllo8 Brown.

I enclose herewith a duplicate of the list of the officers captured in
the Reliance and Satellite, forwarded in flotilla letter No. 323.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commalldillg Potomac Flotilla.
HOll. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Beport of a board of oflioerl appointed to investigate the faotl connected with the 1011 of the
U. S. mamers Satellite and Reliance.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, September 25,1863.

Sm: In accordance with your order to investigate the facts connected
with the loss of the U. S. steamers SateUite and Reliance, we beg leave
to submit the following report, which, although not complete, is as full
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as we are able to ma.ke it on account of the absence of many of the
officers and meu belongil1g to the above vessels, viz:

That both vessels were a.nchored on the night of the 22d August last
about the middle of the Happahannock Hiver, at its mouth, in about 7
fathoms of water, as was the custom at that time, and about~ yards
apart, the third vessel 011 that station being abseut for the purpose of
getting coal.

The night was dark and stormy; that each vessel was attacked by
two boats, containing about twenty men each.

The Satellite was surrendered but the Reliance was not, as all the
men were either killed or wounded or secured by the boarder.'l, and that
the resistance was so great that Lieutenant Wood, the rebel ill com
mand of the boarding party, being apprehenflive of a more prolonged
struggle, and seeing that the contest still contiuued on the Reliance,
sent a third boat to assist the two already there. Both vessels were
short-handed, but the resistance on board the Sattellite appears to have
been very slight, while that of the Reliance was much more prolonged.
Tho enemy gained the deck of the Satellite without firing a shot, but
were fired upon from the Reliance at about 30 feet from the vessel.

Rebel Lieutenallt 'Vood's orders were to board at the bows and shoot
down all who were forward, which was done, thus preventing the cable
beillg slipped, as was the standing order on board the Reliance in case
of an attack.

Acting Ensign Walters, commanding the Reliance, was severely
wounded early in the el1gagement, but made his way to the pilot house
and rang the bell to go ahead and blew the whistle for assistance, not
knowing the Satellite was captured.

All the enemy who were wounded were those who boarded the
Reliance.

The orders of the commanding officer of the Reliance from the com
manding officer of the Satellit{! were to anchor near that ves861 during
the night. •

After the capture of the vessels they were taken to Urbana, Va.,
and after the prisoners were robbed, they were put on shore at that place.

The wounded were kindly cared for by persons in Crbana.
The vessels under the command of Rebel Lieutenant \Vood went

down the river for the purpose of capturing the U. S. S. Currituck, but
she not making her appearance, they captUl'ed three schooners. Hear
ing a heavy force was coming to recapture the v.essels they took them
up to Port Royal, where they were dismantled.

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants,
THOS. POYNTON IVES,

Acting Yolttnteer .Lieutenant, etc.
J. H. ELDRIDGE,

Acting Master, Commanding.
G. E. MCCONNELL,

Acting Ensign..

Wtructicma of the 15ecretal'J of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Goldaborough, U:8. Navy, prellident
naval court of enquiry.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 21,1863.

SIR: Upon the conclusion of the enquiry in which the court of which
yon are president is now engaged, the court is hereby authorized and
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directed to take anew the oaths prescribed by law for the purpose of
investigating the circumstances attending the capture of the U. S.
steamers Satellite and Reliance by rebel forces in the Rappahannock
River on or abont the 22d day of August, in the year 1863.

The court will diligently and thoroughly make the enquiry hereby
directed, and will report to the Department the material facts which
they deem to be established by the Avidence; and if in their opinion
the facts show negligence or other fault on the part of any person or
persolls in the naval service the court will report the names of such
person or persons aud the nature of the misconduct.

I transmit herewith, for the information of the court, a letter,· with
enclosure in relation to the capture of the steamers Reliance and Satel
lite, from the commandant of the Potomac Flotilla. dated September
30,1863.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the N a1JY.

Rear-Admiral L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH, U. S. Navy,
President Naval OO'Urt of Enquiry, Washington, D. C.

IiDctiDp and opbiiom of the llO1111 of enquiry in the cue of the 1013 of the U, S. llteamen
Satellite and Reliance.

MatMi4l facti ill the cale of tM Reliallctl.

The material facts in the case of the capture of the U. S. S. Reliance,
which the court deem established by the evidence are:

On the 17th November, 1862, Oommodore lIarwood, commandant of
the Potomac Flotilla, received information through the Secretary of the
Navy that the rebels designed to surprise and capture some of the
Lllited States steamers in the waters of Virginia. Un the same date
Commodore Harwood caused tbis information to be transmittell to all
commanding officers to be on their guard against surprise, and in adlti·
tion general instructions were issued to commanding and other officers
of the Potomac Flotilla in a printed pamphlet to the same eft'ect.

On July 24 1863, another communication was received from the Navy
Department by Oommodore Harwood, informing him that information
had reached the War Department through a Hpy that 500 men were
seen at the old church on July 15 with 6 boats on wagons, going, as
they said, to surprise gunboats on the Rappahannock.

This information was immediately dh,patched by Oommodore Har
wood to Lieutenant·Commander Magaw, senior officer afloat of the flo
tilla, and on the day following sent another order to the same officer,
directing word to be sent to the officers commanding the gunboats at
tbe month of the Rappahannock to keep within supporting distance of
each other and to blockade the river and not to ascend it without his
orders. Lieutenant·Commander Magaw acknowledged the receipt of
this information, and replied be had sent it to the vessels on the
Rappahannock.

In addition to these orders, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Ives, acting
fleet captain of the flotilla, dnring the early part of the month of last
August, while at Piney Point, Md., warned officially the commanding
officer of the Reliance, Acting Ensign Walters, and the commanding

• Not fOUllU.
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officer of the Satellite, Acting blaster Robinson, to be very vigilant and
to keep a lookout against those people who they all knew were coming
to attack them.

This information communicated by the "War Department was known
generally by the officers and men on both of the vessels captured.

Un the morning of the 23d of August, 1863, about twenty minutes
past 12 o'clock, as U. S. steamers Relianceand Satellite lay anchored in 5
fathoms water near the mouth of the Rappahannock River, at Butler's
Hole, about midway between Windmill and Stingray points and Ii
miles from the nearest land and about 200 yards apart, within hail by
the whistle, a party of rebels, consi8ting of Lieutenant Hoge and
Midshipman Cooke, with about 40 men, ill 2 boats of ten oars each,
double banked, was seen approaching the Relumce at about 75 yards
distance by the lookout forward, and were at once hailed by him.
They made 110 answer, but still approached. They were hailed the sec·
ond time by the same lookout, and then answered "Putnam." The
lookout sang out if they approlWhed he would fire upon them. By this
time Anthony Spisenger, who was with the lookout aft, and who was
in charge of the watch, came forward, and when, after being hailed the
third time and when about t~n yards from the Reliance, he discharged
his rifle at them.

The lookout, Hand, immediately ran aft, arousing the crew a,lId offi·
cers, and crying out "Rebel boarders." In the meantime some of the
enemy had climbed over the boarding nettings and were on deck, and
others were cutting their way through them.

A fight here ensued between the boarders and James \Vataon,
Anthony Spisenger, John Hand, and a rebel deserter who stood at the
bitts of the cable. Several rifles and pistols were fired by either side
and the deserter was wounded.

By the time this ended the crew were awakened and on deck.
Henry Walters, commander of the Reliance, jumped from his ham

mock, which was swung over the quarter-deck and ran forward and
sang out to the man at the bitts to slip the cable. On his way forward
he was shot at, but the ball missed him. He received a stl'oke across
the hand with a cntlass. Not finding the man slipping the cable, who
had been wounded, 110 cried out again to him to slip the cable, when be
was again shot at, the ball striking him in the abdomen and passiug
out of his back. In a few moments he became exhausted, and fell or
sat on the pilot-house steps, when he determined to endeavor to blow
the whistle for assistance from the Satellite. He did blow the whistle
once, when, as he says, he fell exhausted on his knees.

In the meantime the enemy were capturing one by one the crew, and
some desultory firing, without order 01' command, was still carried on
by the men of the Reliance. Thomas Brown, acting master's mate and
executive officer, was, in the early part of the attack, awakened, and
as soon as lie came out of the cabin went forward on the starboard side,
passing within 4 or 5 feet of the arms chest without arming himself, uutil
he reached t1le engiue-room door, where he cried out several times to
the enemy that he snrrendered, making 110 resistance at any time during
the attlWk, and surrendering himself when the fighting had almost just
begun. He was after his surrender pllWed in the fire room as a prisoner.

Alexander rD.] Renshaw, third assistant engineer, almost immediately
upon his awaking, took refnge below the floor of the engine room, where
he remained until Daniel J. Cole, a first-class fireman, surrendered,
when he came up and also surrendered himself.
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James McCaulley. second assistant engineer, senior engineer aboard,
was not in the engine room during the en~agement,and is not known
to have taken any part in the fight, except perhaps he may have
eudeavored, with Henry L. Mangan, paymaster's steward, to train the
quarter-deck howitzer, nor is Heury L. Mangan known to have taken
allY other part in tbe defense of the vessel.

While these officers and men were performing the parts just relateu,
the fightillg still continued by James Welch, Spisengcr, James Row
bottom, and perhaps another, when a third boat of the same size as the
first two boarded the Reliance on the port side, being a reenforcement
from the encmy. The few remaining untaken men, meeting with this
reenforcement and being but two or three, were overpowered, but did
not fhrmally surrt>nder.

Resistance being over, the crew were mostly ironed, and the enemy
took the positions aasigned them, their engineer taking possession of
the engine room, their pilot in the pilot house, and quartermaster at
the bow on the lookout, wit.h spyglass in hand. The wounded, who
consisted on the part of the Reliance of Henry Walters, acting ensign
commanding, the rebel deserter, and James 'Velch, and on the part of
the enemy, Lieutenant Boge, Midshipman ()ooke, and two of the crew,
were all properly cared for. The next Illorning the two vessels, at 7
o'clock, were off Urbana, where the crews of the Reliance and Satellite
were landed, and with the exception of the wounded were all marched
from thence to Richmond. The crew were, in six weeks' time, paroled;
the officers when last heard from were still in prison.

A t the time of the surprise, the Reliance was ancllOred in about 5
fathom~ water, and a mile and a quarter from land. There was plenty
of room, so that it was entirely practicable for her to have been under
way all night; but to have kept underway night after night would have
been more duty than the short·handed force of the Reliance could have
well performed, except as to the engineers, who could have easily kept
up tbeir regular watch as when unuerway. The ordinary watch con
IliBted of 5 men. Three were on the lookout at the time and 2 asleep
on deck; 1 on the lookout forward and 1 aft with the quartermaster in
charge on the quarter-deck.

The watcb was not armed, although their arms lay convenient to
them.

There was no one stationed at tbe bitts to slip tbe cable, and t.he cable
was not unshackled, but there was a slip buoy attached. The board
ing nettings were properly spread, and the two guns, a 3O-pounder
Parrott gun forward aud l\ ~4-pounder howitzer aft, were both loaded,
but not primed. The arms chest was unlocked.

The quarter·deck was not clear; the ship not ready for actiou. There
were four hammocks swung so low on the quarter-deck that they inter
fered witb the working of the howitzer. ';I.'here were also chairs and a
table on the elevated platform on which the gun rested, antI which pre
vented training of this gun if an opportunity had presented itself for
its use.

There was no engineer on watch, and Daniel J. Cole, a first-class
fireman, who, it was expected by the officers in charge should rest all
night on a settee in the engine rOOIll, was asleep, and to be called by
one of the watch when the services of the engine were needed.

There were 40 pounds of steam on at the time of the capture, and tbe
ordinary speed under this steam would be about 10 knots an bour.

N W R-VOL 5--22
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And finally, that no officer, except the commanller, showed any
earnest exertion to defend his vessel, and that no authority was assumed
by anyone iu directing a repulse of the enemy.

Opinwn of the collrt in tM eme of tlte RelwflCe.

The court, after due deliberation, are of opinion:
That the primary cause of the loss of the steamer Reliance must be

attributed to the ignorance and the want of naval experience on the
part of Henry WaIters, acting ensign, U. S. Navy, commanding steamer
Rel-iance. It will be obvious to any officer that it would have been
almost next to impossible to have boarded either of these steamers
while underway, and that while at anchor they were almost entirely at
the mercy of the enemy.

To have been underway on this occasion, when it was pra.c::ticable to
be done, was the first duty of the officers in charge, after having received
such intimatIOns of the designs of the enemy as they had.

Although the commander of the Reliance says he was ordered to
anchor within hail of the Satellite, yet, being at anchor, he should have
been on that account proportionately more vigilant to prevent surprise
in his exposed condItion. The most ordinary precautions, which almost
common prudence would have dictated, were omitted. With the knowl
edge that the vessel's safety depended upon her being underway, the
standing order should have been that the first thing to be done was
the starting ahead of the engines and the slipping of the cable.

Some of the precautions necessary to secure this were neglected.
The cable was not unshackled, and no person was stationed at the

bitts to slip it, and the fireman in charge of the engine actually asleep.
These neglects not only exhibit a laek of experience and ordinary

forecast in the commanding officer, but also force upon the mind of the
court a deficiency in discipline and organization fatal alike to defense
as well as attack.

But after the enemy had actually boarded the Reliance, and a dispo
sition was evinced by the crew to repel the enemy, the same inexperi
ence was shown in this officer in repelling the att.'loCk.

Instead of an organization of the crew, or an attempt at it, which
might have succeeded in defeating the assailants, or at all events would
have given courage to the crew and resulted in a heavier punishment
to the enemy, everyone was left to fight for himself. No command was
assumed by anyone, aud the resistance offered was only the result of
individual bravery.

The court, while pointing out the errors and i~IlOrance of the ('om·
manding officer of the Reliance, do not omit to take into consideration
that during the attack he acted with bravery and to the best of his
ability, and which ill a great measnre relieves his want of precaution
against surprise from its otherwise inexcusable character and shows
that his failure to take them proceeded more from inexperience than
ne~ligence.

Second. In regard to Thomas Brown, acting master's mate and execu
tive officer, the court find that on the occasion of the capture of the
Reliance, and while in action, he displayed. cowardice, and pusillani
mously cried for quarter.

Third. In regarll to James McCaulley, second assistant engineer and
in charge of the engine, the court find that at no time during the action
was he at Ilis station, nor did he manifest any desire to perform his
duties as engineer in charge; nor did he offer any zealous resistance to
the enemy.
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Fourth. In regal'd to Alexander [D.I Renshaw, third assistant engi
neer, the court find that in tbe time of battle he displayed cowardice
and withdrew from alld kept out of danger to which he should have
exposed himself, and deserted his Rtation.

Fifth. In regard to Henry 1J. Mangan, paymaster's steward, the cour't
fin" that during the attack he did not expose himself to danger or
zealously assist in repelling- the boarders.

Sixth. In regard to Daniel J. Oole, first-class fireman, the court find
that, although be was asleep in the engine room, yet this habit was
known to and acquiesced in by his superior officers, who required him
to take sole charge all night, and day while at anchor, ann to 8tand his
regular watch with them wbile underway, and which are sufficient to
exculpate him from auy blame.

The engineers, in thus throwing their united duty upon a sillgle
subordinate, both behaved indecorously and grossly neglected their
duty.

Seventh. The court also de8ire to express their appreciation for the
bravery and resistance exhibited by Anthony Spisenger, quartermaster;
James Welch, landsman; James Watson, boatswain's mate; James
Rowbottom, landsman, and also by the rebel deserter, who was mor
tally wounded during the action.

Material facta in tlte caae 0/ the Satellite.

The material facts in the case of the U. S. S. Satellite, which the
court deem to be established by the evidence, are:

That tIle orders and instructions of Oommodore Harwood, and the
warnings of an attempt at surprise by the enemy mentIOned in the ease
of the Relianee, were known as well to the officers of the Satellite as to
th08e of the Reliance.

That on the morning of the 23d of August, 186:3, at about twenty
minutes past 12 o'clock, while the Satellite lay anchored within 1;j()
yards of the Reliance, two boats were hailed by the lookout forward
(a colored man named Nelsou Frazier, a contraband), on the hurricaue
deck of the Satellite, mHI was answered by those in the boats, "Second
cutters." The lookout answered, "Oome alongside." They were hailed
a second time, and this was answered by" Privateers."

In a few minutes the party began boarding the Satellite, and William
H. Fogg, acting master's mate, or Rudolph Sommers, acting ensign and
executive officer, ran through the gangway crying" Boarders."

This aroused several of the crew, and by the time they were able to
get out of their hammocks several of thA euemy had reached the hur·
ricane deck, several more were ou the forward deck, and three or four
entering the gangway at the glass door.

At this stage Rudolph Sommers was engaged, without arms, with
three or four, until he fell with his wounds, they demandmg of him to
8urrender and he replying he would not. Sommers was wounded
severely several times. The boatswain's mate was at this time going
to the assistance of Sommers and was shot from the npper deck ill the
shoulder, from theell"ects of which he has since died.

As soon as the officers ran through the gangway calling" Boarders,"
he went aft to the captain's cabin, and told him after he came to the
door there were boarders. The captain replied to him, "Drive them
ofr," and went back into his room, and closed the door.

Mr. Fogg was not seen after thi8 during the engagement, and the
captain remained in his room until he was brought out by the enemy.
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In a very ShOl't time the portion of the crew who were awake were
overpowered. 'William Bingham, lllaster-at·arms, as soon as he was
aroused, ran to tIle armory au(1 distributell three pistols, but they were
not capped, and he himself started for the hurricane deck to procure a
boarding pike, when, just as his head was above the awning, he
received a severeeut from a cutlass which sent him below again. Wil
liam R. Northup, ~uuner's mate, was taken early in the action on the
hurricane deck, endeavoring to obtain a pike.

Immediately upon their securing a greater portion of the crew, the
rebels went to the captain's cabin and demanded of him, with an oath,
to surrender. Tho captain instantly cried out, "I surrender." They
then opened the door and brought him out, and told him if he did not
come out aud stand on the gun carriage and halloo out he surrendered
the ship, they would blow his brains out.

The captain then came out on the quarter-deck, and cried at the top
of his voice [thatJ he surrendered the ship.

All resistance after this ceased, and the enemy dispatched one of the
two boats with which they had boarded oil' to the Reliance.

Isaac Johnson, ser-ond assistant engineer and in charge of the engine,
came from his cabin, and, when he saw a small colored boy struck on
the face with a cutlass and the way they treated Mr. Sommers, returned
to his cabin and remaine.} there inactive until the vessel was captured.

Christopher McCormick, third assistant engineer, was not seen dur
ing the whole fight.

John Mee, third assistant engineer, was on watch at the t,ime, aud
remainl1d at his station doing his duty.

The usual watch consisted of two men armed, with bayonets, and the
officer of the deck. 'rhe wateh on this occasion was one colored man,
Nelson Frazier, who was 8tationed as the lookont forward 011 the hur·
ricant' deck, and Mr. Fogg, the officer of the deck.

Mr. Fogg has been known on several occasions to have been asleep
011 his watch. •

The Satellite was anchored. The chain was shackled, but a hammer
and chisel were near by to drive the pin out.

No one was stationed near the bitts to slip the cable.
There were 20 pounds of 8team on at the time of the capture, and it

was practicable, so far as the depth of water was concerned, to have
bem} nnderway all night.

The crew consisted of 6 officers, 2 petty officers, 16 white men, and 8
colored men. Two of t,he crew were at the time of the capture in irons.

The great guns were loaded, and the small arms were loaded, but
not eapped. Not a shot was fired by the officers or crew of the Sat.el·
lite, and no officer, with the exception of the one who cried out" Repel
boarders," lt8sumed any control or authority during the attack, nor did
anyone encourage the men to fight, except Mr. Sommers, who in his
own person set them an example.

The wounded on the part of the Satellite were 5, and 1 killed; Oil the
part of the enemy, none.

The attack was a (~olllp]ete surprise, notwithstanding the warnings
received, and nothing was in readiness to repel it.

Opiniqn 0/ the court in the cCUle 0/ the Satcllik.

The court, a.fter due deliberation, are of opinion:
That the attack npon the steamer Sat.ellite, as in the case of the

Reliance, was a complete surprise upon her officers and crew, notwith-
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standing the orders and intimations of the designs of t.he enemy they
had received.

Having received such warnings, ami not to havl:\ taken the proper pre
cautions and given the proper orders, exhibit negligence and incapacity.

The standing order should have been, on the hailing of a boat, that
the engines shonld be started and the cable slipped; and the court are
of opinion, if this order had been given and the men previously prac
ticed in its execntion, that on this occasion both the Satellite and
Reliance could have gotten underway before the enemy coulfl have
bollrded them, and then could have destroyed them 01' taken them
prisoners. .

In this case no snch order was given; no attempt was made to move'
the cable was shackled, not ready for slipping, and no one was stationed
at the bitts to do it.

The lookout was incompetent and insufficient, and could well, from
tbe number of the crew, have been better and more.

So great was the surprise that when the enemy had actu'ally boarded
the vessel nothing was in readiness for effectual resistance, and the
vessel was snrrendered withont a shot being fired in its defense.

There was no organization, no discipline, anrl no courage, with one
exception, to be mentioned afterwards, displayed by anyone of the
officers.

First. The court find, in regard to John F. D. Robinson, acting maR
tel' commanding, in that he rt'mained in his cabin during the engage
ment after being notified by the acting master's mate of the boarders,
that he withdrew from and kept out of danger to which he should have
exposed himselt~ and failed to encourage, in his own person, his inferior
officers and men to fight courageously.

And in that he instantly cried" I surrender," without knowing the
conditions of aft'airs, and coming on the quarter-deck and hallooing at
the top of his voice fthatl he surrendered the ship, he showed cowardice.

Second. In regard to nudolph Sommers acting ensign and executive
officer, the court find that he acted with bravery during the attack
and defended the vessel to his utmost.

'fhird. In regard to Isaac Johnson, second assistant engineer and in
charge of the engine, the court find, in that he came out of his cabin
and returned to it, where he remained during the whole time of the
fight, he withdrew from and kept out of danger to which he should have
exposed lJimself, and displayed cowardice.

Fourth. In regard to Christopher McCormick, third assistantengineer,
the court find that at no time was he seen by anyone either at his station
or el!lewhere, and that he did not expose himself to danger, which it was
bis duty to tmcounter.

Fifth. III regard to John Mee, third assistant engin~er, the court find
that be was at his station and did his duty.

Sixth. In regard to William H. Fogg, acting master's mate, the court
find that on several occaSIOns while in the RappahanIlock, and 1Iot long
previous to the attack, he has slept on his watch; and that on the occa
sion of the capture of the Satellite, after he woke the captain he was
no more seen.

Seventh. The court desire to stat~ that William Bingham, master-at
arms, and William R. Northup, gunner's mate, did their whole duty.

It is proper here to state that the court have made up their findings
from the testimony of only a part of the crews of the Reliance and
BateUite, and the officers, with the exception of Henry Walters, acting
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eusign, commanding thc Reliance, had lIO opportunity to explain their
conduct, as thc~r are still confined in prison in Richmond.

JOHN UODGERS,
Capt.ain, and Pres-ident of Court.

SAML. L. PHILLIPS,
Judge-Adrocate.

There heing no further business before them, the court then adjourned
sine die.

JOHN HODGERS,
Captain, a.nd Pres-ide-nt of Court.

SAML. L. PHILLIPS,
Judge·Ad1'ocatc.

Statement of Acting Enlign Walter., U. S.•avy, late oomm~U. S. B. Belianoe, rega.rdiDg
the oapture of that v_I.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, J)ecembt'f" 2, 1863.

SIR: When at the Depal'tment on the 23d ultimo on business respect
ing lL lease of ahsellce it was intimated to me by Hon. Assistant Secre
tary l"ox that I was to be dismissed the service for the lOSN of the
U. S. S. Reliance, under my command, by capture Oll the Rappahan·
nock in August last, notwithstanding that my conduct in action at the
timc WlUI highly approved of.

The reasons, as given to me iu the conversation, for this action
were, viz:

'l'hat I had lost a man-of-war.
That the Department did lIOt reco~nize the possibility of a man-of-war

heing captured. .
That there was no vigilan('e, and tllltt had the Reliance been kept

underway, as should have been the case instead of I.ming at anchor,
the vessel would not have been taken.

That when I stated that I was at anchor in obedience to my com·
manding officer (Acting Master Hobinson, of the Satellite) and against
lily own judgment, 1\11'. :Fox stated to me that I should have been
underway notwit hstanding.

Now, sir, ill reply I have to state that, in the first place, although
the Reliance was a eomlUissionell vessel of war, she was a very small
tug propeller, with but one serviceable gun (a 2~-pounder) mounted
aft, aUll with a crew reduced by promotion and discharge to 10 men
forwarll, and 4, firemen, the officers besides myself being one master's
mate and two engineers.

Again, t.hat the Reliance was very low in the water, her rail being no
lligher than a large cntter's gunwale, and therefore, with all enemy well
organized, and so greatly outllnmbel'ing ns, the capture, while lying at
anchor, was not a very douhtful venture.

Again, in regard to the vigilance exerdsed, I have the following facts
to submit:

Bver since I llave been in command of the vessel I have faithfully
obeyed the printed instructions of the Potomac Flotilla orders, viz,
boarding nettings triced up, chain ready to slip, howitzer loaded with
eaniHter, slUall arms ready in a convenient place for immediate service,
and strict lookouts kept, all of which wat; done on the night of our
disaster.
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The lookouts were vigilant, for though the nigbt !It the precise time
of capture was very dark, the boats approaching were seen, hailed, and
fired into before arriving alongside. The reason why the chain was not
slipped in time is thus accounted for by me: On account of the dark·
ness of the night, the distance of the boats from the vessel when hailed
was a very short one; the enemy gave way with surprising speed and
at the critical moment the enemy had succeeded in mortally wounding
by musket shot the man attempting to slip the cable. DurinK this time
I was actively engaged in getting my vessel underway, having, at the
first alarm, run forward to the pilot house for that purpose, and while
so engaged was sbot through the body and cut down. M'Y endeavors,
however, did not cease entirely even after being wounded, for I sue·
ceeded in crawling to the wheel and blowing tbe whistle for help from
the Satellite, not knowing t]lat sbe had been captnred so quickly.

Had the vessel been kept underway at night, as is now the case on
the Uappabannock, she could not have been taken. The force of this
truth I recognized 10nK before the capture. I knew tbe weak points in
my defense and acted accordingly. On the night previous to the dis
aster I was alone and therefore could act on my own judgment. ·When
niKht /Set ill, I ordered steam ready and was in the act of heaving up
anchor when the Ourrituck appeared, and I was told to anchor for the
night.

But, sir, on the night of capture I was ordered by my superior offi('er,
Captain Hobinson, to ancbor within hail of his steamer, which order I
of course had to obey. I regretted this at the time, but as I knew that
be had the sama information in regard to the enemy that I had, I could
propose notbing to the contrary.

When attacked by the enemy everything possible was done by me
anu lIlany of my crew to repel successfully their attack. That the
resistance, though a futile one, was spirited, is proven by the fact that
it was not until the third boat sent from the Satellite joined in the
attack that my vessel was captnred. All the enemy that were hurt
received their wounds on the Reliance. Had I not been so completely
disabled by gunshot and cutlass wounds, I have reason to believe that
the chances of changing our cruel fortune might have been greatly
increased.

I II conclusion, I w6uld very respectfully refer to my past conduct as
an officer in the U. S. Navy, evidence of which is within reach of the
Department, several letters being on file. I entered the service at the
outbreak of this rebellion, in May, 1861, attached to the Freeborn, lmder
the late Commander J. H. Ward; was present in all the early actions
partidpated in by him, and was fighting with him when he fell at
Mathias Point. Since that time bave always continued to be attached
to t1le flotilla, have been well spoken of by every commanding officer
under whom I have served, and was finally given command of the Reli·
ance, as l\ reward for having saved her from impending Rhipwreck in
the Chesapeake Bay in March last. I would also refer to Commodore
Harwood for my conduct since under llis command.

Every statement made in this communication is a fact of which the
proof is at hand. I very respectfully submit the same to your consid
eration, with the. firm belief tlJat great injustice would be done me in
tbus dismissing me [from] the service.

I have the honor to be, very respectfillly, your obedient servant,
HENRY WALTERS,

Acting Ensign, U. S. Navy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

8ec,retary of tile Navy.
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Letter from lohn KoCabe, u:j.., to the Secretary of the Ibvy, regardiDg capture, by a party of
Confederate. on 1:oard the .teamer Satellite, of lChoonere Coquette and Two Brothen.

PHILADELPHIA, Septembel' 28,1863.

SIR: Your favor is at hand, and in reply to your enquiry in regard
to the capture of the two schooners Coqllette and T~co Brotkers, I here
say: When lying, August 25, 1863, oft' the mouth of the Rapp8hannock
River, between 6 and 7fathoms water, about 7 to 8 o'clock in the morning,
when the U. S. gunboat Satellite came out to them flying the American
colors and hailed them and asked them where they were bound and
what was thejr cargo, they answered, "Anchors and chains, and bound
for New York." Theone in'command then said, "You are my prisoners
and the vessels a prize to the Southern Confederacy," and then took
them in tow up the Rappahannock River and landed the two crew:.; and
sent them to Richmond, and then took the vessels up the river to land
their cargoes. This is as far aM I have been able to learn as yet.

The value of the two schooners is as follows:
Coquette will carry 50 tons and worth f2,000. T~co Brothers, 47 tons

and worth $1,700, and had in cargo 43,000 weight of anchors and chains
in the two, worth f60 11 thousand pounds, wholeRllole price.

Schooner Coquette was manned as follows: ·William Wible, master;
Patrick Nagle, Edward Sullivan, Thomas Lahey. Schooner TtIJO
Brothers, WiliiaDl Boozby, master; Robert Murdock, Oharles Vorger,
George Hader.

The above I beg leave to submit to your hOllOI'.
Yours, respectfully, JOHN MCCABE.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Washington, D. C.

Report of LieutllJ1ant Wood, C. S. lfavy, of the capture, by a f01'08 under hill oommand, of the
U. S.•teamere Satellite and Re1ianoe, Auguet 23, 1888.

C. S. S. SATELLITE, A ttgwlt 25, 1863.

Sm: I am thankful to report to you the capture last night, off the
mouth of the Uappahannock, of the U. S. gunboat Satellite, 2 guns, 40
men; and the Reliance, 2 guus, 40 men.

Lieutenant Hoge dangerously wouuded.
Midshipman Cooke and 3 men slightly.
Captain Walters, of the Reliance, dangeronsly wounded, and some

seven or eight others of the enemy; one or two killed.
• • • • • • •

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Hon. S. R. MALLOR"X,
Secretary of the Na.1'Y,

Detailed report of Lieutenant Wood, C. S, lfavy, of the capture, by a f01'08 UDder hill oomJlWll1,
of the U. S. Bteamere Satellite and Relianoe, and IIChoonere Golden Rod, Coquette, and Two
Brothere.

RICHMOND, September 7, 186'3.
SIR: I report the return to this place of the party under my com·

mand. Leaving on the 12th ult.imo with 71 men aud 11 officers, accom
panied by four boats mounted on wheels, on the 16th launched them in
the Piankatllonk, 25 miles from its month. That night we rowed down
to the bay in search of the enemy. Two gunboats were discovered, but
underway; the attempt was abandoned.
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RAturning up the river for 2 miles, entered a creek for concealment
until night. Soon after daylight a gunboat came up and sent in five
boats. I ordered our boats Ollt of range of her shell, with most of the
men under Lieutenant Hoge to defend them and follow the enemy down
the creek on their return. I remained at the month with ten men,
ordering them to keep coneealed, but one exposing himself, the enemy
opened fire; it was returned, and they were easily driven off, with the
loss of their commanding officer and others.

Our position being known, moved across to the Rappahannock on the
19th, and it was only after three attempts that we succeeded in finding
the enemy at night. On the 23d, 1 a. m., discovered two steamers at
anchor off 'Vindmill Point, so close to each other that it was neees8ary
to ooard both at the same time. Pulling ill line ahead until within
hailing distance, formed line abreast, boarding them, a ooat on each
bow. After a short resistance, both vessels were ollrs. They were the
U. S. S. Satellite, Captain [J. I~. D.) Robinson, 2 guns and 40 men, and
the Reliance, Captain Walters, 2 guns and 30 men, both belonging to
the Potomac Flotilla. In our four boats were 60 men and officers.
Getting steam at daylight, ran up to Urbana, lauded the prisoners.
Communicated with Colonel Rosser, Fifth Virginia Cavah'y, who kindly
furnished a party of 30 sharpshooters, Captain Clay, commanding.

Unfortunately both vessels were short of coal, thus preventing the
ulterior plan of the expedition from being carried out. It was divided
nearly equally between both vessels, and at night we steamed out into
the bay. The Reliance, not working well, was ordered back. A fresh
breeze from the southward, with rough water, prevented the accom·
plishment of anything. The next night the schooners Golden Rod, from
Baltimore for Maine with coal, the Coquette and Tiro Brothers, from Old
Point for Philadelphia with anchors and chains, were captured and
towed in the river. Filling up with coal, I attemph'd to run ont again,
but the weather and a large force of the enemy prevented.

The Golden Rod, drawing too mueh water to go up, was stripped and
burned. The other two were towed np to Port I~oyal, where both
steamers and vessels were stripped and seuttled. Wllile this was being
done the enemy from the opposite side shelled the steamers and our
position for four hours without injury. Three guns landed from the
steamers were in position and replied. Lieutenant Hudgins commanded
during the firing.

Everything of value except the boilers was landed, tIle heavy anchors,
chains, and bedplates in charge of Master Uobb. The 32-pounder was
lost overboard. All else was moved to the railroad at Milford, where it
was left ill charge of Midshipman Cooke and six men.

Lieutenant Hoge was dangerously wounded in boarding the Reliance.
Midshipman Cooke was slightly wounded, and one man (Fitzgerald).
Four wounded officers of the enemy were left at Urbana, where the
enemy retook them. Two of their men were killed. j

I respectfully recommend Second Lientenant Hoge for promotion to
first lieutenant and Midshipmen Gardner and Goodwyn as second lieu
tenants. The other officers of the party were Lieutenant Hudgins,
Midshipman Cooke, Assistant Surgeon Sheppardson, Engineers Ten
nent and Bowman, Boatswain Wilson, Pilot Moore, and Master's Mate
Russell, all of whom, as well as the men, dill their duty.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,
J. TAYLOR WOOD.

Bon. S. It MALLORY,
Secretary of til/} Navy.
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loint reIOlution of thanks to Commander 10hn Taylor Wood and the oftloeD and men UDderllU
oommand, for dariDg and brilliant OODduot.

FEBRUARY 15, 1864.
Re80ltled by tke Congress of the Confederate States of A,nerica, That the

thanks of the Congress of the Confederate States are due, and are
hereby tendered, to Commander John Taylor Wood, Confederate States
Navy, and to the officers and men under his command, for the daring
and brilliantly execnted plans which resulted in the capture of the
U. S. transport schooner Elmor,· on the Potomac River; of the ship
Alleghany [Alleghanian]t and the U. S. gunboats Satellite and .Reliawee,
and the U. S. transport schooners Golden Rod, Coquette, and Two Brotl
ers, on the Chesapeake, and, more recently, in the capture from under
the guns of the enemy's works of the U. S. gunboat UndeNfflWr, on the
Neuse River, near New Berne, North Carolina, with the officers and
crews of' the several vessels brought off as prisoners.

Approved February 15, 1864.

Order of Commodore Harwood U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla.,
to Acting Jlfaster Rogers, U. S. Navy, commanding 1I. S. schooner William
Bacon, to proceed with the vessel under his command to Poi"t Look
011t, Md.

AUGUST ~, 1863.
SIR: On the completion of the repairs npon your vessel you will pro

ceed without delay to Point Lookout, :Md., and anchor there iu a favor
able position to cover the rebel camp at that point.

Heport to the senior naval officer at that place, or in case you should
be the senior naval officer, then place yourself at once in communica
tion with the commanding officer of the post and hold yourself ready to
comply with all requests that he makes in the line of your duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Conullodore, Commanding Potoma-e Flotilla.
Acting :Master W. P. ROGERS,

Commanding U. S. Schooner lViUiam Bacon.

Order of the Acting Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Harwood, U. S.
Na1'Y, commanding Potomac Flotilla, transmitting information. regard
in.q condition of gunboa,fs at Point Lookout, Md.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 2, 1863.
Sm: I herewith enclose l\ communication dated 1st instant, addressed

to this Department by the Secretary of War, in reference to the (:ondi·
tion of the gunboats at Point Lookout, and Ruggesting that a stronger
force be Rtationed there.

Please return the communication as early as practicable, with such
information as will enable the Department to reply to it.

Very respectfully, etc.,
G. Y. Fox,

Acting Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

• See p. 1113. t See p. 137.
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[Enolo.are.]

WAR DEPAR'l'MENT,
Washington City, September 1, 18(;3.

SIR: I send you the following extract from a report made to this
Department by l\13(jor-General Hitchcock, in relation to the condition
of tlw gunboats at Point Lookout on Sunday last, amI ascertaiued by
him on an inspection of the state of affairs at that post, made under
the direction of this Department:

There Bre two gllnboatsatthe point, one with abont forty men (as I was informed),
the other "not half manned:" Bnd neither of them hBve the use of steam power,
one having no engine, the other B wholly disahled engine.

I saw three gunboBts between the point Bnd Alexandria, but their coudition is
unknown to me.

I beg to suggest that a strollgcr gunboat force should be stationed
at that point, if it should be in the power of your Department to place
it there. If it is not, you will please inform me.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant.
EDWIN M. STANTON!...

Secretary of WaT.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Commodore Har1Mod, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding condition of gunboa,ts off Point Look01tt, Md.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Wa,shington, September 3,186'3.

SIR: I have your favor of 2d instant, enclosing a communication
from the honorable Secretary of War, in regard to the number of
gunboats at Point Lookout, Md.

I would respectfully state that on Sunday last I stopped at Point
Lookout on my way to the Uappahannock River; the gunboats Yankee
and Fuchsia were then anchored off that point. The Ynnkee lIas beeu
entirely disabled for nearly three weeks, but I have kept her on tile
station as I was not then able to supply her place, having several
vessels of the flotilla under repairs.

Owing to the recent occurrences on the Rappahannock, I was obliged
to take away some of tile force from Point Lookout to guard that
river.

On Tuesday the schooner William Bacon was placed in position off
the rebel camp at Point Lookout.

The vessels now at that point are the Jacob Bell, Fuchs'w, and Free
born, steamer8, in good condition, and the mortar sclIooner William
Bacon, the latter carrying four long 32·poundel' gUIlS.

Ye8teruay, on my return from the Uappahannock, 1 called upon
General Marston, and in a long official conversatioIl that I had with
llim, he seemed perfectly satisfied with the amount and disposition of
the naval forces at that point.

The senior officer at Point Lookout has the most particular instruc
tions as to vigilance.

I llave the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, .Commanding Potomac Flotilln.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assiataut Secretary Navy.
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander ~fI{agaw, U. 8. Navy, commanding FirRt
Division Potomac Flotilla, of information received from U. 8. 8.
Thomas Freeborn.

SemiofficiaL] U. S. S. DRAGON,
Point Lookout, September 3, 1863-p. til.

DEAR SIR: No news from the Rappahannock. I have just arrived.
The Freeborn reports tIlat as we came down in tIle 8angamon the other
<lay she saw some fifty horse, in company with some ox teams, "ppar
ently transporting heavy gnns. You may recollect she was some dis
tance astern and had the coal schooner in tow.

Yours, faithfully,
SAMUEL MAGAW,·

Lieutenant-Commander.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding, etc.

P. S.-TIle cavalry and trans}>ortation were near Tappahannock, amI
on that side of the river.

S.~1.

Order of Commodore Haru)ood, U. 8. Nary, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Acting jJ[aster Morris, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Oo:ur
de Lion, enjoining watchfulness in Occoquan HiveI·.

SEP'l'EMDER 5, 1863.
SIR: I enclose a scrap by which you will perceive that smuggling is

reported as going on in the vicinity of Occoquan.
You will occasionally look into the mouth of Occoquan Bay and be

particular as to overhauling all vessels going into that river, .seeing
their papers, and looking carefully into tile character of their cargoes.
Enclosed you will find a list of vessels authorized by my permits to go
into Occoquan River. No other vessels are permitted to go there, and
those having papers are now ohliged to renew them every month.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Co-mmanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Master W. G. MORRIS,

Comma,nding Cumr de IAon, and Renior Officer 8tation A,
Potomac River.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARn, 'VASHINGTON, Septetnbe"17, 1863.
(Received ~:30 p. m.)

The following iuformation is derived from the pilot who took Act
ing Master Street up Coan HiveI' yesterday, and is transmitted by
Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant Ives: There is a company of 100 cavalry
at Heathsville, head of Coan River, for the purpose of preventing com
munication between the northern neck and the west side of the Rappa
hannock, as the rebels nre evacuating Hichmond. It is also rumored.
at Heathsville that a force of rebels is to be crossed over the Rappa
hannock, but for what purpoRe is not known. The ca,ptain of the cav
alry gave th~ above information to the pilot. He said he had been
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forced into the service. :No confidence is of course placed in the report
88 far [asJ the evacuation of Richmond is concerned, hnt that there is a
body of cavalry at Heathsville there is no doubt. The object of going
upCoan River was to bring oft" Mr. Gulick, a refugee, which can not at
present be effected.

ANDW. .A.. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report oj Oommodore Haru:ood, U. S. Navy, conunanding PotomM Flo
tilla, regarding capture oj SCMoner Robert Knowles.

SEPTE:MBER 17, 1863.
SIR: I enclose herewith certificate· of capture of the schooner Robl.'rt

KfWtDles off Cockpit Point, by the U. S. S. O(£ur de Lion, for violating
the blockade by landing on the Virginia shore and taking on board a
person by the name of Robert M. Clarke, 8UPPOSed to be a blockade
runner and mail carrier belonging to Dumfries, Va.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient 8ervant,
.A.NDW. .A.. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Comma1tding PotQ1nM Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj tile },·avy.

Report oj Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding PotomM Flo·
tilla, transmitting report regarding capture of sloop Music.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Na'l'Y Yard, lVashington, September 19, 1863.

Sm: I enclose for the information of the Department the report of
Acting Master.A.. J. Frank, commanding the U. S. S. Adolph HUf/el, near
Alexandria., in regard to the capture of the sloop ,1Iusic for having
persons on board without passes.

The vessel bas been placed in tbe hands of the district court and the
persons found Oil board turned over to the prov08t marshal.

I have tbe honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
.A.NDW. .A.. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Commanding Putomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLEH,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Encloaure.]

U. S. S. ADOLPH HUGEL,
Off Alexandria, Va., September lR, 1863.

SIR: On the 17th instant, at quarter to 8 o'clock p. m., I captured
the !'loop MU8ic,Oaptain Hewitt, and J. B. Padgett, belonging to the
Vllllllt'I. The sloop cleared from Georgetown, D. C., on the lOth iustallt,
before I was ordered to the command of this guard vessel, and on her

-Not found.
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return up the river she brought her manifest on board to report. Find
ing that she had more men on board than her manifest certified, and
these men being without pas::'\es, I therefore detained her. I have sent
Prize Master King up with the vessel aud all papers. The following
men were on board at the time of' capture, viz:

T. B. Hewitt, captain of vessel; J. B. Padgett, seaman; William P.
Drury, Charles W. Drury, Samuel Drury, William Brown, .James Hazel,
Charles Steward, passengers.

These men stated that they had permission from a gunboat near
Indian Head to lalld on the Virginia shore to hunt on the big marsh for
game, which they did. "

Very respectfully, ~your obedient servant,
ANDW. J. FRANK,

Acting Jlaster, Commanding.
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Navy Yard and Potomac Fwtilla.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPART:l-IENT, September 19,1863.
It is reported that some kind of a move is being made on or near

Mathial:i Point. Examine and report to the Department.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, \VASHINGTON, September 19, 1863.
The Wyandank, storeship, passed Mathias Point on the 17th. Haw

some pickets about 5 miles above the point. A few shells were fired.
by her at the point from which the rebels fired at an army transport a.
short time ago. 1'he Primrose passed Mathias Point just before sunset
yesterday. Saw and heard nothing of the movement in that quarter.
A dispatch will be sent as soon as possible to make further enquiry.

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

Hon. GIDEON \VELLES,
Secretary N a"l'Y.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, September 21,1863.
(Received 12: 15 p. ill.)

Referring to your telegram of 19th instant, directing me to examine
into the snpposed movement of the rebels on or near Mathias Point,
Acting Master Hill, commanding the Dragon, a rl\liable officer, reports
that he engaged a Ilegro living between Boyd's Hole and Mathias Point
to watch the movements of the enemy. He represents that the force
consists of a company commanded by a Captain Todd. This was about
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the 17tll. It is thought probable that there may be mOl'e troops there
now. A good. lookout is kept at Mathias and Boyd's Hole, two vessels
being always kept near enough to act together in case of any demon
stration by the rebels. Mr. Hill states that he has uot been able_to
discover any of the enemy, but that the nature of the ground is such
they can erect batteries without being seen from the river. He sug·
g-ests that if J\ small body of troops, say from 50 to 100 men, were sent
down to him, he could make good use of them liS a reconnoitering party
without much risk. Further informatioll lIIay he looked for shortly.

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore.

Hon. GIDEON WELL}<~S,

Secretary oj the Navy.

Re]xJrt of Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant Ives, U. S. Nary, fleet captain,
Potomac lliotilla, oj hi8 return from the Rappaha.nnock Rirer.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Piney Point, September 20, 1863.

SIR: I have just returned from the Rappahannock, where I left
everything all safe at daylight this morning.

Hcre I found the Leslie, just arrived from Washington.
I went to the Rappahannock yesterday and carried Acting Master

Linnekin to join his vessel. I feel safer in that quarter when he is
there than with any of the other officers now on that station in charge.

Paymaster Carpenter, having completed his labor here, retnrns by
the Leslie to-day.

I have transferred Acting Third Assiatant Engineer Henry Knight
from the Fuchsia to the Curritnck. Will you write an order to that
efiecU Both vessels have three engineers now.

I would suggest that the boarding netting of the Yankee can be given
to the Freeborn and the llew kind be fitted for the Yankee while that
vessel is at the yard and docs not need it. This will give protection to
the Freeborn temporarily, until the new ones can be made for her also.

After coaling to morrow, I expect to take a run up the river to visit
the upper stations. I Rend up the result of the investigation in regard
to the Currituck's officers, llnd also the result of the investigation called
for by Mr. Holmes's letter so far as Acting l\laster Street is concerned.

We shall endeavor to investigate still further into the IIolm~s case,
but it is rather a difficult matter to get at, as the detectives are accused
and they are not to be found.

I have no further newll from the Virginia shore.
All the vessels are very much in want of men.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS POYNTON rYES.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram_]

NAVY DEPARTMENT~September 23,1863.
Oapt.ain Fisher, at Alexandria, has been detailed with fifty men. He

goes down in his own boa18. Assist him on his arrival at .Mathias
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Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commandant of Navy Yard, lVashington.

Point, and cooperate with llim in the attainment of tlle object of the
expedition. Let the officer going down see Captain Fisher and arrange
matters. He will be found to-day at General Slougb's headquarters.

GIDEON WELLES,
8eeretary of tke Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHING'rON, September 23, lR63.
(Received 4: 15 p. m.)

The Leslie will go down immediately with orders to the commanders
of the gunboats oft' Mathias Point to cooperate with the movement of
Captain Fisher. We have no gunl>oats here and only the Teaser and
Dragon there, but they can be of good service. I ha\'e telegraphed to
Captain Fisher to confer and arrange nmtters with Acting Master Hill,
of the Dragon.

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Conmumder.

Hon. SEORBTARY OF THE NAVY.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Nav.lJ, commanding Pot-omac Flo
tilla, tranllmitting information regarding bttrning of se/woner in Old
Haven Creek and grounding 0/ reV(J1~ue steamer Hereules, September :!3,
1863.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA.,
Nal'y Ya.rd, Washington, D. C., September 2.9, 18(;3.

SIR: From a report received yesterday from the Currituck, then at
the month of the Happahallnock, I leal'll that a large schooner was run
on shore and lJUrJled at Old Haven Creek (a place which I can' not find
on an.y of the maps, but which I suppose to be Milford Haven Creek),
just beyond the limits of my command.

Acting Master Linnekin represents this schooner as being one loaded
with goods from New York, but does not give allY proofof the accul'aey
of the statement. He dispatched the Fn~eborn, commanded (in tlle
absence of Lieutenant Commander Magaw) by Acting Master \V. A.
Arthur. The report of t.hat officer is herewith enclosed.

Acting ~Iaster Linnekin also reports that on the 23d instant he sent
the T1tlip to Wicomieo River to assist in getting oft' the revenue cutter
Hercules, which was aground.

It appears from the letter of Lieutenant-Commanding John C. Baker
of that service (herewith cnelosed) tlmt after the Hercules got off the
bar she was attacked hy a party of rebels and drove them oft·.

The last clause in Lieutenant Baker's letter I do not understand, as I
presume he would be perfectly justifiable in seizing the party who
attacked him if he could come at them.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Poto11lM Flotill.a.
Hon. GIDEON WELLl<~S,

Secretary of the Navy.
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[Enclo.nl'e8.]

u. S. S. CUH.RITUCK,
Off Windmill Point, Septcmber 23, 1863.

Sm: I sent the Anacostia and the Tulip to tIle Piankatank this after
noon, to obtain information lin J regard to a schooner t11at was run on
shore at Old Haven Creek, where she was seen bnrning at an early
hour this morning. It proved to be a large schooner, loaded with goods
from New York, for the enemy, lIaDle 1I0t ascertained. I think most of
the good8 were burned with tlIe vessel, for I sent the Freeborn there as
soon as she was discovered to be on fire.

Enclosed is tlIe report of Acting Master William A. Arthur, U. S. S.
Freeborn. Aeting Master Nelson Provost also brings reliable llews
that a number of boats are near the Piankatank on wheels, ready to
make an attack as soon us any point is left unguarded.

At 4 this morning I dispatched the Tulip to t11e Wicomico River to
assist in getting oft' one of the revenue vessels that I learned was
aground at that point. Please find enclosed a statement of John G.
Baker, lieutenant, commanding revenue steamer Hercules.

I beg to enclose l\ requisition for revolvers, navy swords, and ammu
nition. Revolvers are what we need very mnc11, for they are about
the only arms we can depend upon if the enemy should get alongside.
Twelve of t11e revolvers are for the captains, first spongers, and loaders.
In compliance with the Ordnance Illstructions for the U. S. Navy, three
revolvers are reqnired for officers tlIat IHwe never been fllrnislled with
arms. Twelve llavy swords are needed in addition to the cutlasses
now on board.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'r. J. LINNEKIN,

Acti1lg Master, Commanding.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, NIWY rard, lVashington, D. C.

[Snbenclo.n res.]

U. S. S. FREEBORN,
Pot01nac Flotilla, Rappahannock Rirer, Septcmber 23, 1863

SIR: In obedience to your oruer I proceeded down the bay to tIle
entrance of Old Haven Creek where the vessel was seen burning. On
my way down I spoke the U. S. bark Young Rover, blockading off said
station. I enquired what vessel that was on the beach lmrning. The
answer I got was that they did not know what vessel it was.

I then ran inshore to within half a mile of the burning vessel, believ
ing her to be a blockade runner. Seeing a large number of men 011
the beach and some thirty or more boats takin~what I Impposed to be
goods from an inshore channel, I fired three shells alllong them to pre
vent them taking the goods from the beach. After dispersing the boatB
and men I proceeded back to report to the senior officer present, being
unable to accomplish anything more, as there was a heavy sea run
ning and I could not land in small boats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. A. Altl'HUR,

Acting Mculter, C011lmandin!l.
T. J. LINNEKIN, Esq.,

Acting Masler, Oommanding, and Senior Officer Present.

N W R-VOL 5-23
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U. S. REVENUE STEAMER HERCULES,
Grea.t Wicomico River, September 22, 1863.

Sm: On Sunday, the 20th instant, as we were steaming down the
Great Wicomico l<.iver, having been up the river on business relative
to a witness in a prize case, we wonnded on a sand bar. On 1\Ionday
evenin~ after dark we got off. It being too dark to come down the
river that lIi~ht, ill consequence of a difficult channel, I was compellCil
to wait till mortling. Anticipating an attack from a party on Mhore,
every precaution was made to repel it. Everything remained quiet
till about 4: 30 on Tuesday moruin~,when-we then lyi JIg about 00 or
70 yards from the shore-a party on shore opened fire upon U8, appar
ently with rifles, to which we immediately replied, havin~ detached a
portion of the crew for that purpose. After the first voll('y from the
steamer the rebels retreated behind an embankment. We hove up
anchor immediately in order to brin~ our ritled gUll to bear, the enemy,
in the meantime keepin~up a rapid fire, the most of their balls going
a foot or two above our heads.

As soon as we brougllt our rifled gnn to bear upon them and gave
them a shot, they retreated to the woods. After waiting some time for
another sight of them, I proceeded to ascertain the names of the lead
ers of the party, a list of whom I givo below:

Washington Corbin, captain; John Harding, jr., Lucius Harding,
James Kent, --- Carter, --- Hurdlen, --- Farren, -
Hurst.

The rest were cavalrymen, and I am told were a portion of the party
that captured the Satellite and Reliance. Having no authority to "el'k
redress from the party who attacked us. I submit the above report
to you.

JOHN G. BAKER,
L';eufenant, Commanding.

COMMANDER OF THE U. S. NAVAL STEAMER TULIP.

Report of COlllmOMre Ifancood, U. S. Navy, commanding PotomM FUJ
tilla, regarding 1'ccon7wissanccs at BoydJs Hole and .Mathias Poi"t, Va.,
September 23, 18(;3.

POTOMAC FLO'l'ILLA,
Navy Yard, WfUlhingwn, September 26,1863.

Sm: The Dragon, Acting Master G. E. Hill, returned to the yard this
morning. Mr. Hill reports that on Wednesday evening, the 23£1 instant,
he landed fifty men, belonging to the First Districtof Columbia Volun
teers, commanded by Captain [Marvin P.1 Fisher, U. S. Army, at Boyd's
Hole, in a large launch belonging to the dotilla, nnder charge of Acting
Ensign Benjamin, of the Resolute.

There are no batteries in construction at Boyd's Hole, but good nat
ural formation in two or three places for fleld batteries. Captain l.'isher
reconnoitered for 2 miles in the interior witbout seeing any rebels; they
had, however, been there in small squads, according to report.

On the morning of the 24th Acting Master Hill landed the same
party at Mathias Point. Here there were more evidences of the enemy's
having been about, and for 3 miles in the interior to which the recon
noisance extended, there were traces of quite a number of cavalry which
had been divided into small squads. This party, to all appearanC'R, has
its rendezvous lit Port Conway, on the Uappahannock, from which tue
distance across the peninsula is short.
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Other sqnads were heard of, one commanded by a Captain Boyce and
another by Captain Todd.

There are no signa of recent batteries on Mathias Point. The old
trenches dug at the eommencement of the rebellion remain and might
be nsed for light fteldpiece8, as in the CR8e of the army transport which
got aground at Cedar Point and was fired at from these trenches some
weeks ago.

Such batteries, however, disappear immediately on the approach of
the gunboats.

Captain Fisher destroyed some old shanties amI barns which had
been nsed as quarters for blockade runners and scouts, and the party
also destroyed several scows and canoes which had been hanled np into
the woods.

The cavalry force which has made its appearance in various places on
the peninsula is, I think, principally occupied in preventing the escape
of candidates for the rebel conscription.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na'fJ'Y.

Order of Commodore Har1cood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant IVe8, U. S. Navy, fleet captain,
for the removal of the family of Mr. G. Starrett.

SEPTEMBER 24, 1863.
Sm: By order of the Secretary of the Navy (at the instance of the

President of the United 8tates), the family, friel1d~, aud such of
the effects as can be removed without unnecessary risk or delay, are
to be bronjl;ht away from Carter's wharf, on the Rappahannock. As
it is nnderstood that the gronnd in this neijl;hborhood is not of a char
acter to render the approach particularly hazardous, it is only necessary
to add, that I confide in yonr known discretion to effect the removal at
the proper time and with adeqnate means, taking care to cover the
embarkation with the gnns of the boats employed, and to effect the
removal in a safe and systematic manner. Mr. Starrett and Mr. Gulick
will go with the party aud can describe the locality. It will be better
to be abreast of the wharf at daylight to prevent information reaching
the enemy in time to oppose any obstacles.

Very respectfully; yonr obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. POYNTON IYEs,

Fleet Captain, Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, of the removal of the family of Mr. G. Starrett.

SEPTEMBER 29, 1863.
Sm: In accordance with yonr instrnctions of 24th instant, made

upon the recommendation of his Excellency the President of the United
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States, to remove the family and friends of Mr. G. Starrett from Vir·
f{inia, I have to report that the order wa.s successfully complied with on
tIle 26th instant.

The party and such of their effects as could conveniently be moved
were taken from Carter's wharf, 011 thA H.appahallllock River, and

. landed without accident at Point Lookout, Md. Their oaths of alle
giance are now on file at this office.

I have the honor to be, with great respe<~t, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commaruling POtOttlaC Flotilla.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na,vy.

Report of Commodore Har1.Cood, U. S. Nar,,!, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding deserters fr01u the Army of the Potomac.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Nal';'! Yard, lVashington, September 26', 1863.

Sm: Acting Ensign Brice, havinf{ beell instructed by IDe to cruise
in the lVyandf.tllk between Indian Head and the Ohicollluxen H.iver
[Creek], to prevent the crossing of deserters from the Army of the
:Potomac, landed near Shipping Point, Va., on the 24th instant, and
destroyed olle small boat and raft supposed to be used by deserters in
crossing the river.

Instructions have been given to the officers of the flotilla generally
to be on the lookout for deserters, and to destroy tIle means they use
for crossing the river wherever found.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. ~\. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac FlotilkI.
Hon. GIDEON \VELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Instruetions of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Nal'y, commanding Pot()fllQC
Flotilla, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, appointed
to cou~mand Second Divi~ion pro tem.

PO'l'OMAC FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

nrashington, September 28, 1863.
Sm: You will take passage in the Robert Leslie, Acting Master Ben·

jamin IS.] Magar, and proceed without delay to the Lower Potomac,
and when you fall in with Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. Poyuton
!ves, hand him the dispatelleR intrusted to your care, and take com
IDand of the First [Second] Division of the Potomac Flotilla until
regularly relieved.

You will for the nresent assume eommand of the Freeborn.
I wish you to make yourself intimately acquainted with the position

of atlilirs at Point Lookout, and the IDouth of the Happahannoek espe
cially, and to see that the blockade is strictly and vigilantly preserved.

For the present no expeditions up the river and no landing on the
rebel shore are permitted unless specially authorized by me.
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You will take care to keep me frequently advised of the movements
of the division.

Very respectfully, your obe<Iient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotill({.
. Acting Volunteer I.icutenant E. HOOKER,

Command·ing First [Second] Dil'ision Potomac Flotill({ pro tem.

Order of Commodorc Hrrnrood, U. S. Navy, eom11ulIuling Potomac Flo
tilla, to Acting l'olunteer Lieuten{{ltt Hooka, U. S. Nat'll, commanding
Second Division, enjoining vigilancc a!/ainst attack in Piankatank River.

PoTOMAO FLOTILLA,
CO~ANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, September 30, 1863.
SIR: From information received at this office through Acting Master

Nel!\on Provost, commanding the U. S. S. Anacostia, there is reason to
believe that a number of boats are near the Piankatank River ou wheels,
and ready to make an attack as soon as any vessel appears to be off
her guard. I hope I need give no further orders to inspire vigilance.
You can Dot lJazard your men by landing to look for these boats, but
you may possibly catch them by decoy. I rely npon your judgment
and skill as a seaman to prevent any further success on the part of
these marauders.

The Department has assigned you the command of the Currituck.
Yon will therefore direct Acting Master W. II. Smith to assume the
command of tlJe Thomas Freeborn.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, etc.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EnwARD HOOKER,

Commanding Second Division Potomac Flotilu<.

Order of Commodore HanQood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, to Acting Volunteer Liez<tcnallt Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
&COfld Division, regarding 1Ise of hand !/renades.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Navy l'ard, Washington, September 30,1863.

SIR: You will distriQute the lland grenades which I forward by the
Kinfl Phil·ip this day among Hie yessels of the flotilla at the month of
the Rappahannock Uiver amI other place~where yon deem it advisable,
to be nsed w repel boal'ders by tIl rowing them in the boats of the enemy
should you be attacked.

Great care must be taken in handling this species of ammunition so
as to avoid accidentM, and in the stowage of the same care must also be
taken to preserve them from injury by dampness. Enclosed yon will
find llrinted instructions for their use, which yon will carefully read.
and send copy to those wIIO are to use them.

Very respectfully, ete.,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commo<1o'rc, Commnnding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.
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Letter from Commodore ][aru:ood, U. S. Navy, commanding PotonuJc
Flotilla, to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Nary, conunanding Korth.
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding burning of large 8c}woner by
Confederates.

OCTOBER 1, 1863.
SIR: I enclose herewith the copy of a letter· from Acting Master

William A. Arthur to Acting' Ma.."-ter Linnekiu, in reference to the
recent burning of a large schooner by tile rebels at Milford Haven
(called Old Haven).

I have reason to believe that the schooner was not a blockade runner,
as surmised by Mr. Arthur, but a vessel captured by the rebels in the
bay, run on shore and set fire to after a small portion of the cargo had
been landed, to prevent her recapture and the recovery of the goods
by the gunboats.

I have reliable news that a number of boats are near the Piankatallk
on wheels, ready toput out and make captures on the bay whenever they
discover vessels unprotected by gunboats.

I write thi~ in order that the senior officer of the division nearest
the line which divides our respective commands may be on the alert,
and beg leave to suggest that a vigilant, prudent, and enterprising
officer would be of great nse there at present.

Quite an important portion of the vessels of the Potomac Flotilla is
at present out of repair, but I hope in a few days to render the region of
the Rappahannock more Recure.

I am, very respectfull~-,your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, U. S. Navy,

Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Booker, U. 8. :Navy, commandiJ&fl
Second Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding information given by jifJe
deserters from the Confederate Army.

u. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, Oetober 1, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 30th of September I
receiv£ld on board this ship five deserters from the rebel Army, who
came to me ill a canoe. Their nallles are .James Engoram, William J.
Dudley, James R. Foster, Robert Yates, and G~orge D. Shrieves, re'&
dentli of Middlesex County, Va., and members of Companies H and I,
:Fifty-fifth Virginia Regiment, A. P. Hill's corps of Lee's a.rmy.

1 have administered the oath of allegiance and delivered them to the
provost-marshal of Point Lockout.

'l'hey state they left their regiment, then encamped about 3 miles
from Orange Court· House, on ~undar, l::)epoomber 20; that Hill's
corps was on the south side of the Rapidan, the main body of the Army
Ileal' Chancellorsville; pickets on Uoberttlon Uiver about 3 miles north
ot' the Uapidan, and a small body of cavalry at Fredericksburg.

That the engine of the Reliance has been removed to Uichmond, and
put on board an ironclad building there, but was not powerful enough
for effective I:lervice.

• Seo p. 353.
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That tllere is at Hichmond ono ironl'1:Hl, mounting' six gUllR, com·
pleted,l1ml two others nearly so; that tho cOlJlplcled one had been
tested under its batteries, and found invulnerahle, and that she has a
lOll-pounder I)arrott rifle as a part of llcr arruanent. .

They asst'rt tile destruction of the two gunboats ~aptured, and that
Lieutenant'Vood is now in this region, where, they do not know, but
believe him to be among tho creek8 below the Piankatank, and that
he has captured two or three small vessels since the one burne(l by
him a few mornings since. Also that his purpose is to make another
attack upon the blockading fleet. TiJis information they obtained from
persons living near the Piankatank, through which region they passed
the day previous to the one on which they came on board my ship.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. 1st [2dJ 1Ji~'. Potomac Flotilla.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla and Sat'y rard, Washington, D. O.

General report of Acting Volunteer Lielttenant Rooker, U. S. NatJ-y,
commanding Second .Divisior~ Potomac Plotilla.

U. R. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, off Point Lookout, October 5, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to report, in reference to your communication
of September 30, referring to boats of the enemy, etc., permit me to
say, I shall use every endeavor to Ilrevent surprise, and will also
endeavor to capture or destroy the enemy should he attempt an attack.

I have infonnation, bow credible 1 can not say, of a party with
boats between the Rappahannock and Potomac, and that they are
endeavoring to pass out of some of the creeks for the purpose of making
captures ill the bay; whether the same party before reported below the
Piaukatank I am uninformed.

A t Point Lookout there is much anxiety about the light-ship off
Smith's Point, caused by reports of refugees and contrabands; the
same feeling is preva.lent at Piney Point. 1 8hall keep a vessel cruising
Deaf the light-ship.

1 had. intended to return the Resolute to her station on the Potomac
before the dark of tile moon, but with my present information shall
retain Iler for a picket boat on the Happahannock.

1 find ('onsiderable anxiety at Point Lookout ahout the prisoners, to
whom several hundrell were added a day or two 8ince. 1 have llirected
that one, at lealolt, of the gunhoats there keep underway at nights.

I have al80 information that oue Roebriek is very active in running
tlle blockade from St. George's Island. I have notitied the commanding
officer of tIle l'rimrose of it, anll he will look after it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BDWARD ROOKER,

Actg. rol. Lieut., F. S. NUl,!!, Oomdg. 2d Div. Potomac pwtilla.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommanding Potomac FlotilUt (l1ld Nav!I rard, Washington, D. O.

P. S.-1 Rlmll cruiRe to'lli~ht off the light-ship mymllf, and. go to the
Rappahannock to-molTOW mOl'ning.
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Report of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Nat'y, c01nmanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, regarding signaling by the enemy between Mathias Point, Ya., and
the Jfaryland shore.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Nary l"ard, lVllshington, October 10, 1863.

SIll.: The J)ragon, whieh came to tlJe yard to-day for coal, brings the
following infiwmation :

On the 7th instant Acting Ma.ster Hill observed signaling from
Mathias Point and from the .Maryland 811Ore. Hodropped<}uietlydown
in company with tho TeaBer near and above the point, and found that
signals were shown from several different places and answered on the
Maryland side. The lights were red, white, and green, and as it was
reported that the rebels had a. small signal corps at Mathias Point, it
is probable that the party operating was the same. Mr. Hill thoroughly
shelled the woods, and there has been 110 signaling observed since.
Mr. Hill, in accordance with my general instructiolls for tlJe vessels of
the flotilla to confine their operations on the Maryland side to the
water, notified the provost-marshal of the district, including Pope's
Creek, Port Tobacco Oreek [River], and Upper Oedar Point, tlJat he
had received very reliable information that blockade runners, mail
'carriers, and other disloyal persons made their rendezvous in the
neighborhood.

He replied that he had no force to arrest them, and before it could
be done he would llave to send to \Vashingtoll or Baltimore for a force.
The provost-marshal was confined to his bed by sickness.

Unuer the present circumstances it i8, ill lily opinion, important that
there should be a sufficient foree at hand to llIeet tllese occasions.

I have the hOllor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Oommanding Potomac PlotiUa.
Hon. GIDEON 'WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oommodore Hnrwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Plo
tilla" transmitting report regardi;ng the unprotect(~d condition of the east
ern shore of Virginia.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Nat'y l'ard, lVashington, October 10, 1863.

SIR: I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from Acting Hear·Admiral
Lee in answer to 80mo information recently sent by me in rolation to
the movements in the neighhorhood of the Piankatank Uiver.

I would beg leave to draw the attention of the Department to the
eastern ",hore of Virginia as being' neither within tho jurisdi(·tion of
Acting Rear·Admiral Lee nor of JIIyself. In faet, !laving' the guard of
the paroled prisoners at Point Lookout and the blockade of the Pian
katank and Rappahanllock.rivers, I {~all lIOt at present spare more tha.n
one of the sailing schooners to gnard the eastern shore.

The William B(won will he ready soon for service and can be sent
there if tho Department approves.

I have the honor to be, with grcat respl~ct.,your obedient servant,
ANUW. A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Commall.dillg Potomac Flotilla..
HOIl. (} nmON 'VELLES,

...'iecrdary of tlte ",Yal'y.
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[EuoIOllore.]

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off .Seu-port Xetrs, l'a.., Odober 8, 18fi3.

COMMODORE: I have duly re('eived your letters of October 1 and 5,
and thank you for the information they contain.

The attention of the senior officer of this squadron in Chesapeake
Bay (Lieutenant-Commander J. II. Gillis) has been ealled to your sug
gestions, and he has been required to see that all due vigilance is
exercised.

Measlues will be takell to destroy the boats on wheels about the
Piankatank, if possible.

Before the receipt of Jour letter of the 1st, tIle operations in and
outside of the bay of a party of rebels from Mat,hews Coun ty had been
reported to me, and these reports have been confirmed by the Richmond
papers. They captured and turned adrift several schooners on the
Atlantic side of the eastern shore and retnrned in one to Milford Haven,
where on being pressed by a blockader (pl"Obably from the Potomac
Flotilla), she was run ashore and burned, as you state.

I would observe that neither the Piankatank 1101' the eastern 8hore,
under my instructions, is included within the limits of this squadron,
whose blockade begins from the "south side of the Piankatank."

I have got all the force I can possibly spare for that purpose in the
Chesapeake, including some vessels sadly in need of repairs.

Weare very weak on this, as indeed on all other parts of the
blockade.

I have the honor to be, rCHpeetfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Commodore A. A. HAl~woon,

Commanding Navy rard, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Secretary of the Nat'y to Commodore Harwood, U. S.
Nar;y, commanding Potomac lllotilla, regarding tlte eastern shore of
Virginia.

:NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 14, 1863.
:SIR: I have received yoUI' No. 356, and have instructed Acting Rear

Admiral Lee to consider the eastern shore of Virginia as within the
limits of his commalJ(J.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

&crcfaryof the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Cmn11lantling 1'otolllac P lotilla, etc., l't'ashington.

Report of Lieutenant- Commander AIagate, U. S. Navy, commanding First
lJirision Potomac PloWla, transmitting 1ceekly statement ollocation
ofve8selJJ.

u. S. S. COMMODURE READ,
Point Lookout, Md., Octobrr 11, 1863.

SIR: I respectfully enclose the report of stations (for the comillg
week) of vessels of the tlotilla.
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Everythin~ il'l goill~ 011 wd1, ('X('('pt we have hardly a suffieiellt num
ber of vessels to gnUI'd tlle Potomac strictly. Four are required 011

Station H, two at Point Lookout, which leave8 some of the stations
almost unwatched.

I have the hOllor to be yoIll' servant, et(:.•
SAML. MAGAW,

Litnttellant· Commandt'T.
Commodore A. A. HAHWOOD,

Commanding Poto1llac Flotilla.

[Enclosure.]

Wukly report of the location of t1l4' t'6B1elB of tI.e Firat atld &ootid DirUtiolU of tile Potomac
Flotilla, CIi7lUlWdore..d. A. HanDood, commanding, for thc tDeck etldhtg (8uIfOO!!) Octo
ber 11, 1863.

. _ xawe'.__~_J Sta~iOU. __ ~___ _ __ R:,ark•. ~~~~~_

¥~::.~.~~~~~.(~~~~I~:::11: ~~d:ii:::j !<'or the w""k ending October 19,1883.

Dragoll 1 C - ..
Cu'ur de LIOn C ..
Prim"""" F __ ..
Sophrouia (guard) , F ..

!~¥rt~e::::::::::::::]~::::::::::::
~:h~i~~::::::::::::::::::! ~ ::::::::::::

!gi~~~~ ~:: ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~!: ~~~fY~~~ ~ ~;
Commodore ReRd 1 At largo .
~y_andalIk _ 1 Di.trlbuting .001"68.

~~~~~~~~~~-

:No ....,8Bt'1 au .llllion )) or E, bllt the !'rimrolle will cru;'" up E and the Crenr de Lion down D dally.

List of BtationB.

Station A.-Alexandria to Indian He.ul.
Station B.-Indian Htllld to Liverpool Point.
Station C.-Liverpool Point to P"pe't1 Crtwk. Maryland.
Station D.-Pope's Creek, Maryland, to Wicomico River.
Station E.-'Vicomico River to Breton's Buy.
Station F.-Breton's Bay to St. Geor~e's Itlland.
8tatiOfl G.-St. George's Island to Smith's Point, Vir~inia.
Station H.-Smith's Point to .. south entrance of the Piankatank, inolnding that

river all wellllll the Rappahannock."
S. MAGAW.

Report of Commodore Hancood, U. 8. Nm'y, commandillg Potomac Flo
tilla, transmitting report of IIIOVellle1~t8 in the Piankatank River, Vir
ginia.•

POTOMAC FLOTiLLA.,
Nary rard, WWilti"fltou, Octobt'T 12, 18(j3.

SIR: From Acting Voluntel'r Lientenant Hooker I have advices from
tlle Lower Potomac up to the 9th instant.

It seems that many refugees are now IUakin~ their way from Vir~uia,

mostly women lind children. the mt'n having bl'eu either drafted or torced
to go into tlw rebel Army, thus leaving- the remaiudt'r of the population
on the nortlleru nl'ck almost, aud in some instanct's rentirely], destitute
and at the ml'rey of the conscription officers, from whom suspected per
sons are receiving grievous misusage.
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Several women and children have come out to our ~unboats and lmve
been turned over to the provost-marshal at Point Lookout by Acting
Volunteer Lieutenallt Hooker.

I enclose a copy of a letter received yesterday from Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Hooker. .

The firing, I presume, was from the expedition sent to destroy the
"boats on wheels" below the mouth of the Piankatank.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NU1·y.

[EnC!08ures.]

u. S. S. OURRITUCK,
Rappahannock River, October 7, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor t{) report that I arrived here yesterday (Octo
ber 6), and, in accordance with your ordenl, assnmed the command of
the ship.

A(~ting Master Provost makes a verbal report to me that on Monday
three. steamers--one a trallsport and the others guuboats-came up
from the bay below to where the Young Rover is stationed; that oue of
tile gullboattl and the transport suusequently entered Piallkatank. A
gun was soon afterwards fired by them, when the remaining guuboat (a
terryboat) returned dowu the bay. During the night heavy firing was
heard in the direction of the creeks below the Piankatank. At the
lutme time an unusual amount of signalizing was going on upon the
banks of this river, which was, however, soon stopped by a few 8hel1s
from the Anacostia.

For the past few llightR I have kept a vessel near the light-ship, which
is but poorly protected, having no arms for her own crew and a guard
of only seven soldiers. The remaiuillg vessels I keep ullderway.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Artg. Yolo Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. 2d Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Rappahannock River, October 9, lR63.

SIR: I have the honor to report that last night about dusk a ?tIl'S.
Smith, with three ilmalI childl'en and her brother, a lad of about 15
years, came alollg"ide the Resulute alld were received on board. As
the Resolute was detailed to cruise neal' the light-ship la"t night, I
ordered her to proceed to Point Lookout this morning and deliver the
refugees to the provost-martshal at that point, which she did, also com
municating with Lieutenant-Oommander Magaw, and bringing back
dispatches from you.

Also, that thi8 moming soon after daylight a ~frs. "Morse, of Carter's
wharf, with four 8mall children, came alollgside the Tulip alld were
received on board. I send them to the poillt uy the Tulip, whleh gO&!
np to-night in accordance with orden'!.

Both these women represent that their husball(lR were forced to leave
their homes at the first outbreak of the war, and that they had l'cmaiucd,
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hoping to hold their property, but are now obliged to relinquish it on
account of apprehended maltreatment by detectives looking after con
scripts, c.leserters, and the property of Union persons, from whom they
state suspected persons are receiving grievous misusage.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
EDWARD Ho( Jl"ER,

.fLctg. Vol. lA-cut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. 2d J)1v. Potmllac Flotilla..
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD, U. S. ~avy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting l"'olunteer Licutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
Secol&,l Division Potomac Plotilla, regarding schooner George Waah
ington, of Baltimore.

u. s. S. CURRITUCK,
Rappahannock River, Ootober ,fJ, 1Sh'S.

SIR: I have also to report that this afternoon a schooner was discov
ered entering tlJis river having on a deck load of wood.

I got underway, and brin~illg her under my guns boarded her. _ She
proved to be the George Washington, of Baltimore, loaded with wood
for the quartermaster's c.lepartment at Fortress Monroe, and claimed
to have come in for a harbor. The weather being fine, the wind light,
and water smooth, and no necessity that I could discern for ma.king
a harbor, I ordered her away, and sent the Resolute to see her out of
the river.

Very respectfll.lly, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Yolo Lieut., U. S.lYavy, Comdg. 2d Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Com1ll0c.lore A. A. lIARWOOD, U. S. Navy,

Comma.nding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia,
of boat e.rpedition to Windmill Point, Va.

U. S. ~. FUCHSIA,
Station H, off Windmill Point, Va., October 12,1863.

SIll.: I would respectfully report that I to·day, in company with
Acting Master [James C.l Tole, of the Resolute, landed Ol~ Windmill
Point, Va., with two armed boats' crews, for the purpose of ascertain
ing if there were any armed forces at or near thiB place, as well 88 to
filld out from citizens on shore, whom I knew, if any boats had entered
the various creeks above this point recently, carrying contraband goods,
as I was informed yesterday by the captain of a schooner who came in
for a harbor that he Haw a boat standing out, of Fleets Bay and across
the Chesapeake in the morning. Taking with me as a guide W. C.
Ingram, I proceeded about 1~ miles inland, villiting several houses and
learned that there were no rebel forces in the county, nor had there
been any for It long time. I was informed that SOlall boats did fre
qnently enter the creeks out of Fleets Bay, of which there are four. I
believe, sir, it would be of vast importance to the Hovernment to have
a vE'.ssel stationeu in tlJe above bay, nut only to wevent slIIuggling, but
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to break up a long-existing communication between the eastern and
western shores of the Chesapeake nay, and also that a freqnent com
monication on shore nnder the charge of a discreet officer would lead
to important results.

I am, sir, yonI' most obedient servant,
Wl\I. TELL STREE'!',

Acting _Master, Commandillg.

Letter from pro1'ost-marshal-general of Maryland to Commodore Har
tfood, F.~. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding shipment of
cattle for usc of the Confederate Army.

BALTIMORE, October I" 18(j3.
SIR: I hn.ve received tIle following'information which I believe to be

reliable:
Oattle are being taken from the northern neck of Virginia and

shipped from Union wharf and Rappahannock Ferry in flatboats to
Tappahannock for the rebel Army.

About 100 soldiers of the rebel Army in Federal uniforms are at
:Nomini Creek, on the Potomac, surveying tllO creek for SOUle )lurpose;
it is thought by my informant that they have designs on some of our
gunboats.

In Westmoreland Connty a company of home guards are enforcing
the rebel conscl'iption and l'lending them to ,,-arsaw, Hichmond County,
for transportation to Richmond City, via TappahanIlock Ferry. Henry
Taylor, of Oak Grove, Westmoreland County, commands this company.

The following men living near Warsaw Court-Honse, engaged in
enforcing the {'onsl'ription, are rebels who should ue attended to:
James Uarland, Benjamin Powell, Ijams Montgomery, Ictho Mont
Komery, Judson Montgomery (a paroled priRoner), WeuRel Clark, Dr.
Pendleton (clerk of conrt at War:,;aw Court-House), Lemuel Bell (a
lawyer), and John Braxton, a rebel guide.

The following Union men may be found in same vicinity: R. B. Stew
art,3 miles east of Wnrsaw; Jacob Gardy, James Uallagher (a little
Irishman), and Daniel Garland. All may be used confidentially.

Hoping this information may be useful, I remaiu t yours, etc.,
. J. L. :MCPHAIL,

Protlost-Marshal-General, State of jlaryland.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomao Flotilla., N at'y Yard, lVashington, D. C.

Report of Commodore Haru'ood, U. S. Navy, Commanding Potomac Flo
ti1l4, regarding condition of affairs in the Potomac River.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, October 19,1863.

BIR: In relation to the movements of the flotilla for the past week I
have only to report that Lieutenant-ComWll'lIller Magaw writes on the
15th instant: "No sign of an enemy along the liue and little [or] no
blockade rnnning." A few nights ago the Creur de Lion found a couple
of trunks containing women's clothing (mourning), made up. They are
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not of sufficient value to pay the cost of a,djudication, but will be sent
to the yard and stored until it shall he determined what is to be done
in this and similar cases.

I have the honor to be, with great. respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
lIOll. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nm,y.

Report of Commodore llanrood, U. S. Nal'y, commanding Potomac Pi-o
tilla, transmitting weckly statement of lOclltion of 'I.'essels of the Second
Division.

POTOMAC FL01'ILLA,
Navy Yard, lVasltington, October 21,1863.

SIR: I enclose herewith a copy of the weekly report of the location
of the Second Division of the Potomac Flotilla (that of the First
Division has not reaehed me).

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker~sletter accompanying the report
contains no material intelligence except that the Resolute, Acting Mas
ter Tole, ran aground on the 14th instant and remained in that situation
for more than three tides. The foree of three steamers was required to
get her off, in doing which the Re8olut~was much strained and is leak
ing badly.

Further particulars will be forwarded to the Department as soon as
the result of the survey amI board of enquiry ordered iu the case shall
be received.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomao Flotil14.
HOll. GIDEON "VELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclo.ure. j

Wukly report of the locatwn of the 1'('BBel. of the Ser-<md DiviBWn of the POtOfllac Flotill«,
COll/modore .1. A. Harwood, commanding, for the l/leek ending Satllrda!l. Uctober 17,
1863.

----------- ------------------
Name. Station. Remarks.

--------:----
CurrItuck R .
Anacostla B ..
Fuch.la B , ..
Resolnte B .
JacohBeIL G .
Thoma. Frooborn G .
Sophronia................. F .

Coaled lI1'8t part of the wook.
Will coal next week.
Coaled middle of week and will roo again next week.
Coaling anr! "'I{l'Ound nearly all the wook.
On Jrllard at Point Lookout.

Do.
Gnard .hlp at Piney Point.

Li.t of BtatiOft•.

StatWn A.-Alexandria to Indian Head.
Station B.-Indian Head to Liverpool Point.
Statwn C.-Liverpool Point to Pope's Creek. Maryland.
Statwn D.-Pope's Creek, Maryland, to Wicomico River.
Station E.-Wicomico Hiver to Breton's Bay.
Station F.-Breton's Bay to St. George's Island.
Station a.-St. George's Islaud to Smith's Point, Virginia.
Statwn H.-Smith'f1 Point to "south entrance of the Piankatank, inclnding that

river HS well us the Rappahannock."
. EDW. HOOKER,

Acting Valllnteel' Lieutenant, U. S. Xar'y, (:omd!l. Second DivUwn POtonlac Flotill4.
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Wet/kly report oj thtl location oj the t'eII8el8 nJ thtl [Fir8t] Ditirion oj tile Potomao Flotilla,
C01Itmodortl ~. A. Bancood, cOllt1llaftding, for the t('eck endillg .J[o1lday, October 19,
18GS.

-----,------------- ~---~ ----

___ :Nam~· I__~tation. _ ,1

1

R.-_m_Ar_k_._. _

A. Hngel (guam) ••..••. _.. A ..
T""""r Bande .
Dragon C ..
C<eur de Lion D ..
PrlmlUll8 E ..ndF ..
Sophronia (gu..m) F .
Fn born G ..
ReBolute __ G ..
Currltnck __ H ..
Auac08tm __ H .
Fuch.ia fl ..
yankee ·.. 1 Attheyanl ..
Jllcoh Bell __ do ..
Tulip do .
Willl..mBaoon··· .. · .. ·•· .. I· .. ··dO .
\V~'aud ..nk __ .At large .
Commodore Read do .

I

Point Lookout.
Do.

Under repair.
R"pair to rudder.
Stearn drum being tltted.

After distributing storea, StIltion A.
Do.

Owing to the .mall force we bave at present afloat this is the heat dl.tributlou I can m..ke.

List of .tati0ft8.

Station ~.-Alexandriato Indian Heall.
Statintl B.-Indian Head to Liverpool Point.
Station C.-Liverpool Point to Pope'8 Creek, Maryland.
Station D.-Pope'8 Creek, Maryland, to Wicomicv River.
Statifltl E.-Wicomico Rh'er to Breton'8 Bay.
Station F.-Breton'8 Bay to St. George'8 18111nd.
Station G.-St. George'8 18land to Smith's Point, Virginia. •
Statiotl H.-Smith'8 l'oint to "south entrance of the Piankatauk, includiuA' that

river, as well aA t.he Rappahannock."
Respectfully, etc.,

SAMUI';L MAGAW,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Order of the Secretary of the NallY to Commodore HaT1f'Ood, lJ. B. Nary,
commanding Potomac Flotilla.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 23,1863.

SIR: A report every fortnight of tbe locatiolll'l of the vessels of tbe
Potomac Flotilla will be Ilufticient for the Department's use.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Seeretary of the Nal'Y.
Commodore A. A. 'HARWOOD,

Commandant, Navy Yard, Washingto1l.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo·
till4, transmitting certifioate of eapture of steamer Three Brothers.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, October 24,1863.

Sm: Herewith enclosed you will filld certificate of capture of the
stem-wheel steamer Three Brothers, made 011 the 21st instant by the
U. S. steamers Currituck aUlI Fuchxia, for violating the bloekade pf
the Rappahannock River, under pretense of making a harbor.
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The vessel and crew ha\'c been phu~ed in the hands of the prize
commissionerK.

I have tIle honor to bc, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Comlllodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON )YELLES,

Secretary of thc Navy.

IEnc)o'Illrt.'. ]

Potomac Plotilla.-Certijicate of capture.

Name and character of the prize.-Stern-wheel steamer Three Brothers.
Crew: Frank Shannon, captain; Oharles Early, mate; John L~'nch,

engineer; .Tohn Smith, deck hand; William Butler (colored), steward;
John Lewis (colored), fireman.

By whom and by what vessel capture made.-Cul·rituck and Fuchsia.
When capture mafJe.-October :H, 1863.
Where and for what reasons.-H.appahannock H.iver, Virginia; for

want of proper papers and suspicious movements.
The cargo, if any on board.-None.
What papers found.-No. 4, license; No.3, enrollment; No.6, Poto·

mac pass to New York; No.5, manifest; No.1, watch bill Imggestiv6
of military organization; No.2, letter from A. Leary, New York, to
Captain Shannon. .

.Remarks.-This vessel was seen coming into the mout.h of Rappaban·
• nock H.iver this p. m. under pretense of a harbor. The captain states

that he cleared from Washington for New York, but had lost his clear·
ance and manifest, and was now bound to IIampton Roads. HavinK no
permit or clearance for that place, and l>eing entirely out of his course
for New York, which would be by way of canals, etc., I have made the
seizure. Since theso papers were filled out, the captain has produced a
manifest and clearance for New York.

OOTOBER 21, 1863.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned stern·wheel steamer Three

Brothers was captured by the undersigned, ,,:ollllllanding the U. S. So
Ourrituck, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above desig
nated, and that the above and annexed statement is true in every par·
ticular.

EDWARD HOOKER,
Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant, U.8. Navy.

.Report of CommodQre HaYl(lood, U.8. Navy, c.Qmmanding Potomac FlotiU~

transmiUing report of Conf(~deratemovements on the peninsula-.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy rard, Washington, October 31,1863.

SIR: I enclose herewith a copy of the report of Acting Volunteer
Lieuoonant Edward Hooker, ('ontaining information of the position of
parties of the rebel cavalry on the peninsula, and of other movements
which the Department shoul<l know.

As the Department some time since directed that no force should go
up the Rappahannock without its sanction, 1 beg leave to refer to it,.'1
consideration the proposition of Allting Volul!teer Lieutenant Hooker,
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to examine the cree.k near the Piankatank for boats. He is a judicious
officer, and I think may be trusted to make a reconnoissance, at least to
ascert&in the position of Lieutenant Wood's boat.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, yonI' obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commandillg Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na'vy, Nary Dlpartment.

l Enclosure. J

lJ. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Off Point Lookout, October 28, 1863.

SIR: I have information from· Tolus Key [Totouskey] Bridge, Rich
mond County, Va., to:i a. m. the 27th instant. At that time the bridge
was the headquarters of 200 cavalry, nnder aOaptain Eastman (and it
was believed that there were other8 near there). From thence they
sent out detachments to different points upon the peninsula. From
other soorces I am informed that a party of them were at Smith'8 Point
light-house a few days since. Coming up from Station H, I vi8ited
Fresleys [Presley's] Oreek (across from Point Lookout), in quest of a
blol'kade mnner who I hall reason to believe was there, and learned
that a squad of twelve or JIlore of the cavalry were at that point a few
hours llrevioosly.

I have information also of a small body of cavalry south of the Hap
pahannock, whose scouting extends to the peninsula between the Uappa
hannock and Piankatallk rivers.

The ostensible purpose is conscripting and deserter 11l111ting. For
aging may be included, although I have not learned that they have
practiced it M yet.

I can not think this of importance enough to employ so large a body
of men in a region so depleted, and opine that it JIlay lie to cover 8nother
aquatic raid, tile point to be the upper Potomac or possibly through
Uoan River to.Point Lookout.

I can learn nothing definite of the whereabouts of Lieutenant Wood
and party, but have reason to believe that a part of his boats are secured
at or near Slums Creek (I· think it is called), oft· the Piankatank. I
would like to examine that creek for them.

I learn, further, that the mail communications in Vir~inia nre stopped
by orders from Richmond; also a rumor that large bodies of troops are
passing through Uichmond sonthward.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EnwARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Nat'y, OOllldg. 2d Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commodor~ A. A. HARWOOD, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Nal,Y, ro71lmanding' U. S. S. Fuchsia,
of the capture of two bl<Jckade runners and contraband goods.

U. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, October 31, 1863.

SIR: I would respectfully report that I last night arrested two block·
ade runners at the house of Mr. Let', living on Diamond [Bitner's 1] Creek,

N W B-VOL 5--24
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named Edward Thornton and Hobert Taylor, both residents of Acco
mac County, Va., eastern shore. I also seized a large canoe, with two
sails, belonging to the above. On searching the house, a box of metli·
cines, 2 pieces of doth, 4 Ilats,2 ba.rrels and 2 sacks of salt [werel
found. Mr. Lee is a regular dealer in blockade goods, and acknowledged
to llaving sold a large quantity but a few dayR before.

Mr. [Eli D.] Edmun,ds, of the Anacostia, with a boat's crew, accom
panied me.

Very respectfully,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Acting Volunteer [Lieutenant] EDWARD HOOKER,

Commanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master St1'eet, U. S. Kat'y, commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia,
of the capture of a Confederate soldier.

U. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, October 31, 1863.

SIR: On landing to-day at Tapp's Creek, I took Thomas Ha~is,

belonging to the Fifty-fifth Virginia Regiment, a prisoner. He has
been nearly three years in the service. Could not h('ar of any cavalry
in the county.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WM. TELL STREET, .

Acting M/lJJter, Commanding.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,

Commanding Second JJivision Potomae Flotilla.

Letter from Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tWa, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, conlmanding
Second Division, re.qarding search for Confederate force comm.anded by
Lieutenant Wood, C. 8. Navy.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, WMhington, Not'ember 2,1863.

SIR: Your letter of 28th instant, in relatiou to the positiou of the
rebel cavalry on the penimmlu, has been received and a copy has been
forwarded to the Department.

The question of looking- into Hurd's Creek for the rebel boats com
manded by Lieutenant Wood Ims also been submitted to the Depart
ment, and further instructions will be sent you as Boon as I receive a.
reply.

An attempt was made some time since by an officer commanding one
of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron in the same quarter tor the
samtl purpose, who was killed by a party in ambush.

All such eXj>editions should be planned after reliable information as
to the force of the enemy, with an adequate force and for an adequate end.

You will, I am assured, endeavor to obtain the necessary information,
and if authorized to act, proceed prudently and well prepared.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servadt,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
ActinA' Volunte('r Lieutenant K HIIOKER,

Commandillg 8econd J)il'iHiQIt Potomac PlotillQ"

j
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Order of tile Secretary of the Navy to Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy,
comma,nding Potomao Flotilla.

NAVY DEI-ARTMENT, November 4,1863.

SIR: Your letter of the 31st ultimo, with enclosure, has been received.
The Department approves of the suggestian of Acting Vohlllteer

Lieutenant Edward Hooker, and authorizes him to exa.mine the creek
near the Piankatank Uiver, for the purpose indicated.

Very respectfUlly,
GIDEON "WELLES,

Secretm'y of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Oommandant of the Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

Order of Oommodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanai",g Pf)t~(l,C Flo
tilla, to Acting Volunteer .Lieutenant Booker, U. S. N4'liy, cmtt1ftMUiin!1
Second Division, to proceed in search of the boats commlJ1Ided by LU-u
tenant Wood, O. S.lIavy.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, November 16,1863.

SIR: You are authorized to examine the creek near the Piankatank
River mentioned in your letter of the 28th ultimo, for the purpose of
discovering the boat~ supposed to be concealed there.

I refer you to my letter of the 2d instant U pOll this subject and leav6
the rest to your sound discretion.

Very reSllectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Oommanding Potomao Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,

, Commanding Second lJivision Potomac Flotilla.

• [Telej;ram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, November 18, 1863.
(!{ecloivt'n 10:50 l-\. m.)

The officer commanding I\t tllll month of the Uappahanllock, Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Edward Hooker, hilS intelligence of a sloop in
Corrotoman Bay, abont 15 mi1('R Ilhove the mouth of the river. She
is actively engaged ill the contrabuud businl'ss, and lIe wishes to obtain
permi~8ion to ~o in search of her. The existing order of the Depart
ment tilrbidR it. Please send an answer, as 1 am auout to send diR
patches to tlotilla.

.SECREl'ARY OF THE NAVY.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Norember 18,1868.

A speei~l expedition is allowed for the o~ject mentioned in your
telegram (If thi", date.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Oommandant l\/l/vy Tard, lrasltington.
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Order ofCommodore JIaru:ood, U. R. Nary, commandil/g Potmnac FlotiUa"
to Acting Volunteer Lieutentlnt Hooker, U. S. NallY, commanding Second
Division, to proceed to Corroto1llan Bay.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, NOl"cmber 18,1863.

SIR: You are authorized to make a special expedition to Uorrotoman
Bay for the purpose of capturin~ any blockade runllers that may be
sheltered tllere.

You will send an adeq uate force under reliable officers.
Very respectfully,

ANDREW A. HA.RWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla..

Acting Volunteer Lientenant EDWARD HOOKER,
Commanding Second Division Potomao Flotilla.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutcnant Hooker, U. S. Nav./f, eommandiAg
Second Dillision Potomac Flotilla, regarding conditions in the Pitlnk
atank River.

E. HOOKER.

u. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Off Point Lookout, jEd., NOl'entber 18, 1863.

SIR: I acknowledge receipt of engineer's appoilltment [for1 J. T.
Buckley, and ellclose herewith letter of acceptauee and oath of ~Ir. n.,
envelope and report of Acting Master Provost on capture of revenue
officer, with accompanying letter of' the lieutenant commanding reve
nue steamer JIercules.

I have visited tllO Piankatank, and althongh there is much that is
suspicious, I have not yet deemed my infor!uation positive enough to
warrant me in sending my boats ont of range of my guns.

I have information from contrabands that the movement of forage
has commenced from points ncar the mouth of the Rappahaonock.
,\Vith your permission I will endeavor to intercept and destroy it.

The donkey pump of the A nacostia has given out entirely. She
keeps her boilers up by keeping her engine moving, but will lJave to
go for water, wlJich slle has lJeretofore condensed.

The Tulip has ('arried away tIle batten of her main channels (the
captain says in g-ettillg out of dock at tho yard); if you will send me a
3-inch oak plank and a few ~-inclJ spikes I can repair it.

During the dark and stormy weather lately r have had much trouble
in keeping underway at night ~n account of my compasses, which are
affected by the iron around the wlJeelhouse. To remedy this I pro
pose to pnt a binnacle on the poop deck well aft and shall go into St.
Mary's Hiver to·day to swing slJip and verify a compass at that part
of the ship.

Very respectfully, yours, etc.,

Commodore HARWOOD.

POTOMA.C FLOTILLA,
NallY Yard, Washington, Xorember 18,1863.

SIR: Actin~ Volunteer Lieutemmt Hooker, who is in command of
the division of tho t1ot.illa, :Station Il, at the mouth of the Rappaban-

Report of Cmn1lWdore Rarlcood, U. S. Nal'y, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding examination ofplaceH ncar the mouth of Rappahannock
Riller.
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Dock, has written to me, to requ~t that the restrictions with re~ard to
examination of places near the mouth of the river may be removed to
some f'xtent or modified.

After a conversation with au officer just from Station H, I am con
vinced. that advantage is takeu of the supposed inactivity of the flotilla
to pass goods over fl'om Corrotomau Bay a<lr08S tbe Uappabannock.

I have great confidence in the judgment and vigilance of Mr. Hooker,
and would recommend that be be permitted to act at discretion, pro
vidp.d he confines bis operations to places below Urbana.

I have the honor to be, with great re8pect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. llARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLEH.

Secretary of the Nat·y.

billtructions from the Secretary of the XUt'y to Oommodore Harlcood,
U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding examination of

places on the Rappahannock Ril'er.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Not'ember 21,1863.
Sm: The Department has receive(l your No. 410, and approves of

your recommendation that Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker be
allowed. to exercise bis di8cretion with regard to examining places near
the mouth of the Rappahannock, provided they are below Urbana, and
precise written instructions for his guidance are furnished.

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington.

Order of OommocWre Har/cood, U. S. NallY, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, to Acting Voll/nteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Navy, commanding
Second Division, for the examinatiolt of places near the mouth of Rap-
pahannock Rit'er. .

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, November 23,1863.

8m: You are allowed to exercise your discretion with regard to
exaIl1illin~ places Ileal' the mouth of the H.appahannock, provided the
examination is made below Urbana.

Yon will consult with Lieutenant-Commander Ma~aw both as to
ex pediency of each examination and the best llleans of carrying it onto

'fbe object must in all cases be an adequate one, and the means
employed adequate also.

Mucb must necessarily be left to your discretion, in which I have
confidence.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Oommodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EtuWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Oomma.nding Second Di'IJisWn Potomac Flotilla.
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Weekly "eport of the looation of the t'eBseZ8 of the First DillisiOfl of tM PotmluJc FlotilltJ,
Commodore A. A. Harwood, oommanding, Jor the week enditlg NOfJefl&1Jn- Zl, 1863.

Name. Station. RemarkM.

A. Hugel(gnard) .......•.. A .
Wyalldank ........•.•••... A. and JJ .
RellOlnte ..•..•..•...• , •. '" C .

¥~':fk':::::::::::::::::.::: g:a::::::::::
SophronIa (guard) ~. F ..
Jacob Bell G .
CreurdeLlon G .
Eureka Nanjemoy Creek.

j:=: :::::::::::::::::: .~~·1l.~:::::::
Fuohsla 1 dO .
Commodore Read •••••• .. •. At large ...•..••.

List of statioM.

Station A.-Alexandria to Indian HeAd.
Station B.-Indian Head to Liverpool Point.
Statio" C.-Liverpool Point to Pope'a Crl'ek, Maryland.
Station D.-Pope's CrllP.k, Maryland, to Wicomico River.
Station E.-Wicomico River to Breton's Bay.
Station F.-Brllton's Bay to St. Georjte's Island.
Station G.-St. ~or~e'fI Island to Smith's Point, Virginia.
Station H.-Smith'fI Point to "ROnth entrance of the Piankatank, including that

riVe1", 38 well as the Rappahannook." ,
SAML. MAGAW,

Lifttenallt-COffI_ttder.

Weekly report of the location 0/ the "/lUels of the SeoDfld DiMnoft of the POlo1R4C F14>tilla,
Commodore A. A. Harwood, commalldi"g, for the fl'uk ending Saturday, ~Vo-rf:M1Jn- el,
1863.

Name. Station. Remarks.

Gnardshlp.

H .
H .
G .
n ..
F ..

Cnrrituck H Latter part of the week clean~ndrepairing boiler
and enJ{!ue; wateriug and g at l'iDey Point.

Will have to coal Dext week.
Do.

AnaClOlltia ..

J.::,I:,tB;,ii:::::::::::::::::
C",,,r de Llon .............•
Sophronia .

List of ,tations.

EDW. HOOKBR,
Aoting J·ulullteer Lieulenalll, U. S. Nav!1t Cumdg. SllOOnd m"iei_ PolotluJo .Flotilla.

Station A.-Alexandria to Indian Head.
Station B.-Indian Head to Liverpool Point.
Station C.-Liverpool Point to Pope's Creek, Maryland.
Statioo D.-Pope'a Creek, Maryland, to Wicomico River.
Station E.-Wicomico River to Breton's Bay.
Stali_ F.-Bret.on's Bay to St. George's Islnncl
Station G.-St. Georjte's Island to Smith's Point, Virginill.

• 8tation H.-Smith's POInt to "south entranCtl of the Piankatank, including that
r1ver as well 38 the RnpJlahannock."

Very respectfully, your obedient fIllrvant,
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Report of Commodore Hanrood, U. S. Navy, com,manding Potomac Flotilla"
,·cgarding boat eTpeditionjor the capture oj blockade runners and desert
ers on St. George's Island.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, December 1,1863.

SIR: Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Edward llooker having learned
that a number of rebels had assembled on St. George's Island, at the
mouth of the St. Mary's River, informed Brigaclier-General Marston
of the circumstance. Eighty five s:>ldiers were cletailed by the general,
under the command of AssiRtant Adjutant-General [Center HILaw.
rence, 50 of whom were embarked on board the Jacob Bell, cting
Ma.ster Schulze, and the rest in an army tug.

In the afternoon of the 22d, guard boats being placed at the north of
the island to prevent the rebel party from escaping, the soldiers were
landed and commenced a search of the h;land which lasted until morn·
ing, the Jneob Bell being anchored during the night on the south side
of the island to prevent an escape into Virginia.

The next morning by 11 o'clock 63 persons were taken, of whom the
assistant adjutant-general dischal'ged 32. The remaining 31, consist- 
ing of rebel deserters and blockade runners, were taken to Point Look
out and are in the possession of the army authorities.

In this expedition Rudolph Kaiser, a seaman of the Jaoob Bell, unfor-'
tunately fell out of a boat and was drowned. Not being able to swim,
he rose to the surface but once and lost hold of the oar extended for
his relief.

I enclose herewith a certificate of his death.
I have the honor to be, wit,h great respect, your obedient servant,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of tlte Navy.

Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Na7'Y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
trmuflllitting journal of prisoners escaped from Castle Thunder, Rich
mond, Va.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, December 4,1863.

SIR: I enclose ajournal· ofeight of tile prisoners who recently escaped
from Castle Thunder, }{ichmoncl. Va.

They were picked up by the Anacostia a few miles above the mouth
of the Rappahanllock River r~ovember22, 1863J.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. IlAHWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flot-illa.

nOli. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of tlte Navy.

• ]'I'at n6c6lS8ary to puulitlh.
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Report of-Commodorc Harwood, U.8. Navy,eommanding Potomac Flotilld,
of thc clLpture of threc blockade rl/7mers.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
J.Ym~y Yard, Wasllington, Norember :21, 18G3.

SIR: I havc to report the capture of three blockade runners, with
memoranda indicating that one of them is connected with the rebel
Army, viz:

Thomas N. Holliday, Company K, Fortieth Virginia (rebel) Regiment;
Jobn J. Booth, Ezekiel \Y. Brain.

They have been turned over to the provost-marshal of the military
district of \Yashington.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOll. (}IllEON \VELLE14,

Secretary of the N"avy.

Report of Commodore Har/rood, lJ. 8. ]I,'avy, commanding Pot01lWC Flatilw,
• of thc capture of tllockade runners.

. POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
Nm,y Yard, Washington, November 30, 1863.

SIR: I have to report the capture of the blockade runners who were
tranRporting four ladies and two children from Virginia, viz: \VilIiam
Hardman and Selden Keys (both colored), They have all beeu turned
ovel' to the proper military authorities.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient-servant,
ANDW. A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Ron. GIDEO)< WELLE~,

&cretm'yof the Navy.

Report of Commodorc Harwood, U. 8. Navy, commanding Pow1Ture Flo
tilla, tralUmtittiltg certific((tc of capture of schooner F. W. Johnson.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
N(wy ranl, Washington, December 3,1863.

SIR: Enclosed I fi)l'\"mnl for the information of the Navy Department
certificate of capture of the schooner P. U. Johnson, captured on the
1st instant by the U. S. schooner A. Hugel, for a violation of the reve·
nue laws, in having liquors on board not specified in the manifest.

The vessel hali been placed ill the hands of the prize court, and the
crew and passcngers ill the custody of the provost-marshal.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. A. HAItWOOD,

Comfllodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

HOIl. GIDEON \YELLE:';,
Secretary of the Navy.
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[Encl08nre.]

Potomao Plo/illa.-Certificate of cap/lire.

Name and character of tke prize-Schooner F. U.•Johnson, of Balti
more, Md., Captain William H. Thompson, with sutler's stores; from
Georgetown, D. C., bound to Port Royal, S. C. •

By whom and by what vessel capture made-So Nickerson, acting
master, commanding U. S. schooner Adolph Hugel.

When capture made-December 1,1863.
Where andfor 1(lhat reasons-Off Alexandria, Va., for having liquors

aOlI a large quantity of stores on board not specified on the manifest.
The cargo, if any on boa,rd-GeneraI.
What papers found-Coasting license, enrollment, coastwise manifellt,

two charter pl\fties, shippiug articles, one package of private papers.
Remarks-Seven passengf'rs: H. W. Ranney, A. Hanney, G. W.

Bayer, L. 1\£. Emory, W. F. Clary, Charles Gahghasser, John Masher.
The abo\"e-named passengers have no passes, and are not mentioned on
tbe manifest or any of the vessel's papers.

DECEMBER 1, 1863.

I hereby certify that the ahnve-mentionerl Rchooner, cargo, and pas
sengers were captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S.
llCbooner Adolph Hugel, of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place
above designated, and that the above amI annexed stat~ment is true in
every particular.

S. NICKERSON,
Acting Mastet, Oommanding.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, December 9, 1863.
(Received 12:15 p. m.)

Can an order be sent down by an army tug to reenforce the number
of vessels at Point Lookout' The only vessel I have to send this mes
sage by is the King Philip, which is wanted to convey the Russiah officer
to and from Alexandria to-night. The Ella, under repairs, will not be
ready until to-morrow. Will the Department please instruct me how
topro~ed,

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore.

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, \VASHINGTON, December 9,1868.
(Received 4: :35 p. m.)

The Oommodore Read will leave the yard as soon as she can take in
coal enough. She has just arriverl. Lieutenant-Commander Magaw
will return to Point Lookout and execute your orders of the mornill~.

The Jlount Washingt01~will 1I0t be ready until the 24th, but the Ella
and King Philip will be placed at the disposal of the admiral to take
the Members of Congress to the Hussian tleet on Saturday.

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Oommodore.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES.
Secretary of the Navy.
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Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac .Flo
tilla, transmitting information of the granting of passes by the c0m
manding officer of revenue steamer Hercules.

NAVY YARD, WA.SHINGTON, December 10,1863.
SIR: I enclose herewith a letter from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant

Edward Hooker in relation to passes and permits reported to be granted
by Lieutenant [John G.] Baker, commanding U. S. revenue steamer
Hercules.

I hlwe the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
A. A. HARWOOD,

CommodQre, Commanding Potomac P'lotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tlLe Navy.

[EncloBure.]

u. s. S. CURRITUCK,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, Dece-mber 7, 1863.

SIR: I am informed f!'OIn a source which I deem worthy of credence
that Lieutenant Baker, commandin~ revenue steamer Hercules, is ill
the bauit of granting passes to refngeetl in Maryland, permittill~ them
to visit their triends in Virginia and return again to Maryland; also
permitting them to carryover tea, cofl'ee, sugar, salt, clothing, etc.,
for the use of persons residing in Virginia.

I have not yet intercepted any of these passes; whenever I do I
shall forward them to you.

My informant is a Mr. Evans, whose looks bespeak an upright, hon
est, and gentlemanly man, and who is well known to the pilots of our
vessels, who all speak of him ill high terms as a man of integrity ami
undoubted loyalty. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. 2d Div. Potoma{J Flotilla.
Comm~doreA. A. HARWOOD, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Order of the Secretary of the NallY to Commodore Harwood, U. S. Nary,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding passes granted by revenue
officer.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 14, 1863.
13m: Your letter of the 10th in~tant hall boou received.
You will iustruct the commanding officers of the Potomac Flotilla

not to regard any passes or permitll such as are re]Jorted to have beeu
issued by Lieutenant Baker, of the revenue ~tel1mel' llercule.s, and to
capture all refugees or other persolls attempting to viola.te the blockade.

A copy of Lieutenant Hooker's letter has been sellt to the Secretary
of the Treasury.

Very respectfully,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commanding Navy rard, Washington.



GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of tlte Nary.

GIDEON ·WELLES.
Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER, U. S. Navy, .

J..Yucy Yard, Washington, D. C.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, "rASHINGTON, December 16, :'863.
Will the Department plea.~e give me notice when it wishes the ves

sels ordered to reenforce the position at Point Lookout to return to
their station'

ANDW. A. HARWOOD,
Commodore.

Hon. G. Wll;LLEB,
Secretary Navy.

Order of Commodore Harwood, U. S. Navy, commamling Potomac Flo
tilla, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Na1'y, regarding
gunboats at Point Mokout.

POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,

Washington, December 18, 1863.
SIR: The reenforcements of ~unboats temporarily ordered t.> take

position at Point Lookont will return to their stations.
The nsual force will be kept to guard the depot at Point Lookout.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla..

Acting Voluuteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,
Senior Officer Afloat, Potomac Flotilla.

f)rder of the Secretary of the Nal'Y to Commodore Harwood, U. S....Yary,
cQ1umallding Poioma(1 Flotilla, regarding transfer of command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, December 18,1863.

SIR: On the 31st ins(;rmt you will tramd'er the cOlDmand of the
Potomac Flotilla to Commander F. A. Parker, and regard your~lf as
detached from that duty.

Very respectfully,

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washington, n. C.

Order of the Secretary of the XlIl'Y to Commander Parker, U. S. ~J.:avy,

to a~8Ullte cmnmalld of the Putomac Flotilla.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December lR, 18(i3.
SIR: You are hereby detached from the navy yard, Washill~ton,on

the 230 instant, and you will report to Commodore Harwood on the
31st instant, for the command of the Potomac Flotilla.

I am, reRpectfully,
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Weekly report of tht' location of t"e ve'Bel, of t"e First Di''iBiotl of the Potomac Flotilla,
CmlllllOdore A. A. Hancood, cammallditlg,for the week e1Idil.fJ December f6, 1863.

Name. Station. Remark•.

--~~ ------1---------------

A. Bugel (glUml) A .
Resolute II and C .
Dragon C .
Tea.ser n .
yankee D Rnd Ii; ..
Sopbronia (llllard) Jo' .
Creur de Lion G ..
Jacob Bell G ..
WVRndsnk .
Commodore Read 1 A t large ..

Tbe Rteame.... bave been cruising actively, overlRpl,ill!!
tbeir KtatioDa in order to e.ommlmicale with Nlch
other. tbe force not being sufficient to occnpy alllbe
stations.

Li,t of Btatim.,.

Station A.-Alexandria to Indian Head.
Station B.-Indian Head to Liverpool Point.
Statum C.-Liverrool Point to Pope's Creek, Maryland.
Station D. -Pope s Creek, Maryland, to Wicomico River.
Station E.-\Vieomico River to Breton's Bay.
Statioft F.-Breton's Bay to St. George's I.dand.
Station G.-St. Georp;e's Island to Smith's Point, Virginia.
Station H.-Smith's Point to "south entrance of the Piankatank, including that

river as weHaB the Rappahannock!'
SAML. MAGAW.

We~kl1l report of the locatioll of thll "euell of the Slloolld ni""ioll of the Potomac Flotilltl,
Commodore A. A. Hancood, commanding, for the Vleek ending 0" Saturday, December
26, l8GS.

---- --------

Name. Station. Remarks.

Curr\t.uck ..
AnRCOstiR ..

:f:~~t'n~ii:::::::::::::::::
Creur de Lion .
Sophronia ..

R ..
F .
B ..
G ..
G ..
F .

Cleansing boiler, etc., at Piney Point all tbe wook.
Goes up tc clean boUers December 28. .

Guard sblp Rt Piney Point.

EDWD. HooKRR,
Acting Voltmteer Liclttenant, U. S. Navy, Comdg. Second Division Potomao Flotilla.

LiBt of 8tatiom.

Station A.-Alexandria to Indian Head.
Station B.-Indian Head to Liverpool Point.
Station C.-Liverpool Point to Pope's Creek, Maryland.
Station D.-Pope·s Creeek, Maryland, to Wicomico River.
Station E.-Wicomico River to Breton's Bay.
Station F.-Breton's Bay to St. George's Islam\. .
Station G.-St. George's Islaud to Smith's Point, Virginia.
Station H.-Smith'll Point to "BOnth entrance of the Piaukatank, including that

river as well lUI the Rappahannock." •
Very respectfully, your olJedient servant,

GIDEON 'VELLES,
Secretary of the NafJY.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 26,186/'1.

SIR: Reliable information has been received that a large amonnt of
good!> are being- taken across the Potomac from Breton's Bay to Nomini,
and are stored at each place. Take aU measures to intercept and
captnre them.

Commodore A. A. HARWOOD, U. S. Navy,
Oommand4nt U. S. Naval Station, lVashingron, D. O.



OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 381

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD,.WASHINGTON, December 2G [1863].
(Heceived 11:10 p. m.)

Telegram received. All measures will he promptly taken to inter
cept and capture the goods mentioned in the uispatch of the Depart
ment.

A. A. HARWOOD,
Cummodore.

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Report of Commodore Hanrood, [T. S. Nary, commandillg Putomac
Flotilla, regarding contraband operations between Breton's Ba,y and
Nomini.

POTOMAC FLilTILLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, DecemlJer 28, 18GB.

8m: Your telegram was received on Saturday night at 11 p. m.
Yesterday all measures in my power were taken to intercept and cap
ture the goods said to be passing over from Bretonls Bay to Nomini.

It bas bt.'en well known to the officers of the flotilla that such contra
band operations have been going on, but owing' to various impediments
it has not been entirely in my power to prevent them.

Among other difficnlties, I would mention that it has been thought
prudent to restrict the visitation of detachments of the flotilla to the
Maryland shore, and I still think that the contrabandists' uepots should
be watched by tbe civil and military authorities on that side, anu that
the operations of the flotilla should as far as possible be restricted to
the river.

I have the honor to be,with great respect, your obedient servant,
ANDW. ~\. HARWOOD,

Commodore, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nal'Y.

Report of Comma1~der Parker, U. S. Nal'Y, commandi-ng Potomac Flo·
tilla, of intended departure down the rive/".

U. S. S. COMMODORE HEAD,
. o.U· Alexandria, January 2, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department that I shall proceed
down the river ill thi~ Yesl'el to-morrow morning.

Very respectfully, your olJedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Nat'y, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, of the arrest of nine persons for violation of blockade.

U. S. S. COMMODORE HEAD,
O,tf Alexandria, January 2,1864.

SIR: I have the honor t() report to yon that J sellt to flay to the
provost-marshal at Washingtou lIine prisoners, viz: Thomas Mack,
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nichard Norton, Isaac QuaIl (colored), captnred December 29 at Plow
dell's wharf, Wicomico River, they hayjllg crossed the night before
and bein~ on their way to Baltimore. They were arrested for a viola
t.ion of the blockade.

The other six werc captured by the steamer Yankee on the night of
the 2ith, at Nomini, Va., while atu'mpting to cross to :\1aryland:
William 'Winfield, ill chllr~e; W. H. Thomas, boy, engaged in working
hI"at; S. n. Burrows, tir~t lientenant rebel Army, Prillce George's, :\Id.;
'''illiam A. CoaHe, of Prince George'R, Md., formerly of the rebel
Army; Mrs. Mary navid~on, whose hnsballll[isl in the rebel ~avy;

Mr'!'!. Carolinc Mara ami child, whose husband IS South.
I also sent to thc provost-marshal the following documents, money,

etc.. beloll~ing to the prisoners:
W. Winfield, $5;", Confederate money; ::\11"1'1. Caroline Mara, bills of

exchange 011 London, legal documents; S. B. Burrows, papers; Vl. A.
eoaUe, papers.

A boat landing failed to discover the whereabouts of any goods at
Nomini or that region.

Therc is a sufficient force between :Xomini and Breton's Bay to inter
cept anything that·may attempt to cross.

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER.

Commander, (:ommandtng Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON 1VEL1.1-:S.

Secretary of tile 'XI/I'!I, lrIIshillf/foll, n. O.

Report of Acting Volunteer MClItenant Hooker, U. S. Nary, commanding
Second j)iriRion Potomac .Flotilla" regarding proposed coop~ation tritll
the A.rmy in a raid upon the enemy.

u. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Rappahannock Rivl'r, Yirginia, January 3, 1864.

SIR: I this morning received n. communication from General Marston,
requestillg the cooperation of gunboat!:! in a raid which he proposes
upon the peninsula between the Potomac and Happahaunock.

The brief time hetween this and the proposed time of action debars
me from consultillg with you ahout it, although in my reply to the gen
era,l tllis a. m. I reque8t~d him to cOllllllunicate with you.

As the move is olle wldch 1 have often urged upon the general, and
which I believe to he important, I shall without hesitation cooperate
with him, although in so doln~ I shall take my vessels higher up the
Rappahannock than Commodore Harwood had permitted me to go.

I shall be at Point Lookout to-morrow morning and communicate
with the general personally, and shall then learn more of his plans
than I now kIIOW. If thought necessary to increase my force, I shall
take one or two of £he vessels from up the river, believing that the
presence of our forces in Virginia will have the eft'ect of coecking any
cOlltraband movements across the Potomac. Finally, the movement
will prevent me from cleaning the boiler~ of the Currituck uutil after it
is completed. It is now three weeks since cleaning, and the detention
will b~ about a week or ten days longer, but owing to the care which is
taken of my boilerll I feel no fear of injury to them. I have also con
sulted with my engineer in charge, and lie expresses the same opinion.

After communicating with the general I will advise you of what
further information i obtain. .

1 act in the above matter without first obtaining your permission
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only because the time i~ too short to obtain your adviee aIllI ('OnRent,
and trust that my aetion will mcet your approval:

Very rC!lpectfuUy, yonI' obedient, servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Ad!!. Yo I. Lieut., lJ. S. Navy, Comdg. 2d Dil·. Potomac Flotilla..
Commander FOXHALL ~\. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commandinf} Potomac Flotilla..

Additional report of Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Nary,
commanding Second Dil'ision Potomlw Flof'illa, "ef}arding proposed
cooperation 11'ith tlte Army in a raid ttpon the enemy.

U. S. S. CURRITUCK,
o.ff Piney Point, Md., January 5, 186'4.

SIR: I have been in communication with General :Marston, and find
that his plans are not so far matnred as I have been led to suppose,
aud that the movement will not be made before next week. This affords
me time for cleaning boilers, which I shall improve.

The plan now proposed is to land a force of cavalry, infantry, and
artillery on the Yeocomico [Wicomico'] River and immediately extend a
line across to Union wharf', all~ then, with a cavalry force, sweep over
the penimmla, conecting forage, horses, and cattle, and also with a view
to capturing two companies of rebel cavalry in that region.

In cooperating I propose to take the Teaser and l"ankee from the
upriver stations, and with the ,Ja~b Bell, Ca:ur de Lion, and Teaser to
patrol the Yeocomico ['WicomicoT] and Potomac rivers for the pnrpose
of protecting the end of the line resting on the Yeocomico [Wicomico Tl'
and the transports employed in removing the material collected. Wit 1
the OUT1'itllck, Anacostia, Tulip, and Yankee, I will patrol the Rappa
hannock to prevent the escape of fugiti ves, the croi'sing of troops from
below, to protect the end of the line at Union wharf, and the trans
ports employed in removing the forage, etc., on that riveI'.

]f the above plan and my action in connection with it meet your
approbation, I shall be please« to be informed of it.

The general has not yet made the plan known to any of biN omeer~,

and awaits the arrival of General Butler before moving. He desires it
kept a secret.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. U. So ...Yat'y, Contelf}.2d ])ir. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Command'ing Potomac Plotilla.

Letter from Commander Parker, U. S....Yavy, commandinf} Potomae Flo
tilla, to Actinf} Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
Second Division, regarding proposed raid.

U.S.S.COMMODORE READ,
n~asltington Nary I'ard, January 5,1864.

SIR: I have JURt written to General Marston, desiring that the raid
pI' which you ",peak be postponed until I have had an interview with him.

Very re..~pectful1y,your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Oommanding Potomac Plotilla.
Aeting- Volunteer Lientenant EnwARD ITOOKER,

. COllldg. U. S. 8. Ourrituck alld Second Div. Potomac Flotilla.
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Instructions of the Seerctary of the Nary to Commander Parker, r. S.
Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, "cgardirlg the passing of "cssels
down the Potomac Ri1'er.

NAVY DEPARTMJ<;NT, January 7, 186J.

SIR: The following instrnetions are issued for your ~uidance in the
matter of passing vessels down the Potomac charterrd by, or in the
employment of, the Quartermaster's Department of the Army.

1. Those not going outside the capes of the Chesapeake, nor to an
open port within, will be pallSI'd npon the certificate of General D. B.
Rucker, Chief Quartermaster, or Captain E. S. Allen, Assistant Quar
termaster at Washington, that tlley have only Government stores or
property on board, without regard to custom-house clearance.

2. Those goin~ to a port outside the capes, llot opened by proclama
tion of the PreRident, will be passed only upon such a certificate as is
above indicated and a reglar custom-house clearance.

3. ThOBe going to open ports inside' or outside the capes will be
passed upon a regular custom-house clearance without such a certificate
as is above indicated, but llot with [upon J the certificate alone.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON 'VELLES,

Seeretary of Nary.
Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Plotilla, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Parker, ·C. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
rcga.rding three ice-bound schooners.

U. 8.S. COMMODORE READ,
Alexandria, January 7, 1864.

SIR: I have tIle honor to inform the Department that this afternoon
while endel\vorin~ to go down the Potomac, 1 observed three schooners
fast in the ice abreast of and below Mount Vernon, and as tIle river is
frozen across (so I am informed) to Maryland Point, it is probable ihat
many other vessels Rre in a similar condition.

As the flotilla can not afford them aid, I would most respectul1y RUg
gest that the militn,ry anthorities be apprised of' the fact, in order that
they may take such measures fiJr their relief and protection against
guerrillas as they lllay deem adviNable.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Plotilla.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj" the Nal'y, ]Vasltington, D. C.

Report of Acting 1'0l1mteer J.ielltenant Hooker, U. A~. NaT'Y, commanding
Second Dt1)ision Potomac F{QtiU{l., regarding proposed raid in coopera
tion with flU] Army.

U. S. S. CURRITUCK,
(~tf Point Lookout, JlId., January 8, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of communications-
viz, from Commodore Harwood, notifying change of commanders, etc.;
from yourRelf, about l('tter to General MarRton, and transferring me to
U. 8. S. Yankee. .
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I wrote you on Tuesday more fully about the raid, and trust my
letter has come to hand. General Butler was here yesterday, and it
was planned to move on Monday next. The snowstonn will probably
delay it a little.

General Marston informs me that he has received your letter, which
came to hand just as General Butler was leaving. What effect it will
have on their movements I can not tell.

VeryrespectfUlly,youro~entservan~

EDWARD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. 2d Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, regarding
maintenance of blockade by the Army in case of the closing of navigation
in the Potomac River by ice.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 8, 1864.
Sm: 1 have the honor to invite your attention to the accompanying

copy of a communication· just received from Commander Foxhall A.
Parker, commanding the Potomac Flotilla, in which he states that he
yesterday discovered three vessels frozen in by the ice off Mount
Vernon; that the flotilla is unable to give them aid, and suggests that
the military authorities may be apprised of the fac~ so that measures
may be taken for their relief and for their protection against guerrillas.

I take this occasion to state that if this cold weather contiuues much
longer it is quite likely the Potomac will be frozen over to a great
exten~ thus closing navigation and allowing the passage of persons
across the river on the ice. In this event the blockade can not be
maintained by the flotilla, nor can it prevent communication between
the Maryland and Virginia shores, and this duty would devolve upon
the Army, as well as of protecting vessels frozen in by the ice.

It seems judicious, therefore, to be prepared for such an emergency.
Very respectfully,

Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

Letter from the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Navy regarding
measures of relieffor icebound schooners in the Potomac River.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington Oity, January 9,1864.

8m: The Secretary of War instructs me to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of yesterday, enclosing a copy of a communication of the
7th instant, addressed to your department by the commander of tlJe
Potomac Flotilla, in which he suggests that the military authorities
should be apprised of the fact that three vessels are embedded in the
ice off Mount Vernon to which the flotilla is unable to give protection

• See p. 384.
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from guerrillas; to which statement you add that in the event of the
Potomac being entirely frozen o\"er, it seems judicious to provide for
the intervention of the Army to prevent the communication between
the Virginia and Maryla.nd shores, which can not be effected by the
blockading squadron.

In reply, the Secretary instructs me to advise you that the general
in chief has been instructed to take such measures as may be neceasary
in the premises.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
E. R. S. CANBY,

Brigadier- General, Asri8tant Adjutant-General.
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY,

Washington, D. O.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding boat expedition to Nomini.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Piney Point, January 9,1864.

SIR: It having been discovered that the rebels had concealed at
Nomini a large lighter and skift' capable of containing eighty men, a
force was landed there on the 5th instant from the steamers Teaser and
Yankee, under the command of Acting Ensign Sheridan, which suc
ceeded in destroying the former and capturing the latter.

While they were engaged in this a number of rebel soldiers made
their appearance 011 the Nomini heights, but were quickly dispersed by
a well-directed fire from the gunboats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding &oofUl
Division, to cruise near the mouth of Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. COMMODORE RlIAD,
Off Point Lookout, January 11,1864.

SIR: General Marston having informed me that he designs making a
raid on the peninsula between the Potomac and the Rappahannock,
during which he may occasionally be on the latter, you are hereby
directed to cruise until Thursday evening with the vessels under your
command. between Union wharf and the mouth of the Rappahannock.

You will use every precaution to guard against surprise, and will not
permit an officer or man to land on shore.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. P ABKBR,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Fl.otiUa.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER

Oomdg. U. S. S. Yankee and Seccmd »iv. Potomac Flotilla.

j
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Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. NafJY, commanding Second
Division, regarding seizures of cattle.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Piney Point, January 11, 1864.

SIR: You will forthwith place me in possession of the" reliable infor
mation" which led to the seizure of the" beeves and calves" mentioned
in the report of Acting Master Nelson Provost, of the U. S. S. Anacostia,
and also inform me what disposition was made of them. Also, whether
any poultry was taken at the same time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,

Comdg. U. S. S. Yankee and Second DifJ. Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
Second Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding-seizures of cattle.

u. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, January 16, 1864.

SIR: I enclose herewith my report· of the late movement on this
river in cooperation with the forces of General Marston.

I altlO enclose copies of the orders which you directed me to send
you. My first letter of instructions I send in full, although but a small
part alludes to landing, etc. The order directing me to consult with
Lieutenant-Commander Magaw was reported to that gentleman, and,
owing to the difficulty of communicating with him, I received a verbal
sanction to act on my own judgment, except in very important cases.

The information with regard to Lelan was as follows: I had often
heard of him as a conscript officer, who, with a party under his com
mand, was very active in looking up deserters, etc. During the latter
part of December we visited Windmill Point during the night aud
took off several men. Information of this was sent to the gunboats in
the morning, and Acting Master Provost, senior officer present (I being
away coaling), landed a company of men and proceedod to Ilis honse,
hoping to capture some of the party. While there, he observed a large
quantity of hogs, cattle, poultry, etc., and on enquiry was told by
negroes that they were going to Richmond. This being reported to
me, and subsequently the report confirmed by a white refugee, on Jan
nary 1, I sent a company to his (Lelan's) place to try and capture him,
and also to get some fresh meat. Lelan was not at home, and nearly
all the stock had been removed. The meat procnred was distributed
among the vessels of the Second Division, to be served to the men. A
few chickens were brought down, wllich I am informed were bought
from the negroo.'''t, and some may have been taken without paying. I
think Dot, however.

OSee p. 388.
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I enclose herewith copies of the private signal and general orders
established by me when I first came to the Rappahannock River. I
trust they will meet your approbation.

I enclos6 also several documents from the other vessels.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. 8. Navy, Comdg.2d Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Potomac Fwtilla.

Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla
acknowledging Department's instructions.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, January 12,1864.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi
cation of the 7th instant, containing instructions for passing vessels
down the Potomac, a copy of which I transmitted to the commanding
officer of the guard sllip off Alexandria for his guidance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commatuling Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of fhe Navy.

Oooperation of the Navy with the army expedition to the Northern Neck,
January 12,1864.

Report of Commander Parker, U. B. Navy, oommandiDg Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. S. OOMMODORE READ,
Off Piney Point, January 19, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that on the 12th
instant, under cover of. the gunboats Yankee, Ourrituck, Anaoostia,
Tulip, and Jacob Bell, which I had assigned to this duty, General
Marston landed a force of cavalry and infantry on the peninsula between
the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers, and succeeded in capturing a
small body of the enemy and a large number of cavalry horses.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Command.er, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Volunteer LieuteJl&l1t Rooker, U. B. Navy, oommandiDg Second DivilioD
Potomao Flotilla.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, January 16, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your orders
I moved up the R~ppahannockRiver with the vessels under my com·
mand at 10 o'clock a. m. Tnesday, the 12th instant, assigning to the
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vessels their dift'el'ent stations as I passed up. At 5 o'clock p. m. I
arrivf.'d at Union wharf with the Ourrituck in company, and filldin~ all
quiet returned the Ourrituck to her station, while I remaiued at Union
wharf ferry. At about midnight the signal agreed upon announced
the arrival of the cavalry. At 4 o'clock a. m. rocket signals were dis
covered from the enemy.

The morning of Wednesday, the 13th, broke hazy and cloudy, and
soon after we descried a large number of persons on the south bank of
the river BOrne distance above my anchorage. I got underway and pro
ceeded up as far as Totouskey Creek, nearly opposite to which were a
number of men, several 011 horseback, having with them five large
boats, three of which were on wheels with long teams of horses and
cattle attached. Owing to the shallow water, I was unable to bring
the ship near them, and my rifle was the only gun which wonld reach
them. Three shots from that dispersed them, but I did not deem it
prudent to send my boats to destroy the boats which they left behind,
and passed on down the river. At about noon a white flag was shown
on the beach, and a boat sent to it returned with the information that
the cavalry were 2 or 3 miles inland and advancing toward the head of
Corrotoman Bay lRiver]. Having communicated with all the vessels,
I again proceeded np the river. During the night, the weather becom
ing thick, I found the Ourrituck, and anchoring that ship made the
Yankee fast to her stern, and so remained until the fog lifted (about
noon of Thursday), when I got underway and proceeded down the
river, collecting the vessels as I advanced. At 7 o'clock p. m. I reached
the mouth of the river, having had no direct communication with the
land forces and no intimation of their position after the communication
with the flag on shore.

Having assigned night stations to the vessels, I proceeded with the
Yankee to cruise in Fleets Hay, and at noon on Friday entered the
Great Wicomico River, and there found the troops just embarking,
.part of the vessels aground, and a lack of system in the mov~ments.

I am happy to say that within an hour after my arrival everything was
afloat and the troops embarked, aDd at 2 o'clock p. m., having led the
line out of the river, 1 bade farewell to the expeditiou aud proceeded
to the Uappahannock.

Very respectfully, your obf.'dient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. 2d Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Yoluntee1' Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Nm,y, commanding Second
Division, regarding disposition of vessels.

U.S.S.OOMMODORE READ, .
Off Piney Point, January 14, 1864.

Sm: Immediately after the return of General Marston with his com
mand to Point Lookout you will send the Anacostia there and the Jacob
Bell to Blakistone Island, Station F.

Feeling some apprehension for the safety of the large fleet of mer
chantmen now at this anchorage, I have directed the Wyandank to
remain here, and have given Acting l\'Iaster Taylor, of the Sophronia,
specific instructions in regard to her.



FOXHALL A. P AROR,
Oommander, Comfllanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Master SCHULZE,
Oommanding U. 8. 8. Jacob Bell.

FOXlULL A. PAROR,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Voluuteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,
Commanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.
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Hereafter an abstract from the log of each vessel, showing her posi
tion at the end of each watch, must accompany the" weekly report of
location."

I am, respectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,
Commanding Second Dit1iBion Potomac Flotilla.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Master Schulze, U. S. NaTJy, commanding U.8. 8. Jacob Bell,
to proceed to Point Lookout, Md.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Piney Point, January 19, 1864.

Sm: You will proceed to Point Lookout and remain there for the
protection of that place.

Send a copy of this order to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Edward
Hooker, commanding First [Second] Division Potomac Flotilla.

I am, respectfully, yours,

Order of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer .Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Second
Division, regarding operations in the Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. OOMMODORE READ,
Off Piney Point, January 20,1864.

SIR: I have received your very satisfactory report of the operations
on the Rappahannock River from the 12th to the 15th instant.

For particular reasons I deem it best that you should not cruise for
some little time to come higher up the Rappananllock than you have
been in the habit of going.

The men on the eastern shore I do not desire to ship for the flotilla.
I hope, however, to fill all deficiencies in a week or two by draft from
tlJe North.

I fully approve of your regulations, etc., for the vessels of your divi
sion. The Teaser having beeu detailed for special service, I have been
compelled to order the Anacostia here, and have therefore directed tl'e
Jacob Bell to remain at Point Lookout.

I am, respectfully, yours,



OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 391

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding Sec
ORd Division, regarding distribution of the vessels of his command in
cooperation with General Marston.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, February 2, 1864.

Sm: The vessels of your division will consist of the Yankee, Ourri
tuck, Freeborn, Western World, Anacostia, Tulip, and William Bacon.
You will, after consultation with General Marston, select such an
anchorage for the Bacon off Point Lookout as will, in your judgment,
best enable her to protect that point from attack from without or revolt
from within.

The Anacostia is to cruise from dusk to daylight of each night
between Piney Point and Point Lookout, coming to anchor during the
day near the guard ship at the former place. The other vessels of your
command you will dispose of as your judgment may dictate for the
prevention of blockade running between Point Lookout and the Pian
katank, being careful to keep them always underway at night, except
in thick and heavy weather, and to use every precaution to guard
against surprise both by day and by night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

. Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Second Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting letter from provost-marshal-general of Maryland regard
ing schooner .A 11.11. Bamilton.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, February 9, 1864.

SIR: r have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of letter received
from the provost-marshal-general for the State of Maryland.

r am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommand-er, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GrDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

lEnclollUl'tl.]

BALTIMORE, February 5, 1864.
SIR: Yours about steamer Oooper's Point received this morning, for

which please receive my thanks.
r would be glad to enter into any arrangement to send you informa

tion that would reach you punctually.
Since the writing of your letter some changes in regard to trade in

the northern neck of Virginia have taken place, which r think equiva
lent to raising the blockade. General Butler has given permission to
parties in Baltimore to trade on the Wicomico River, and 1 understand
that arrangements have been made for a gunboat to be placed in the
Great Wicomico River, in Northumberland County, the officers of
which are to superintend the disposition made of the goods, etc.
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The schooner Ann Hamilton left this city last Sunday, with a cargo
consisting of groceries, dry goods, boots, shoes, hats, stationery, and
notions, as per bill on record in the custom·house, to about the amount
in value of '8,000. Samuel G. Miles, a well·known secesh merchant of
this city, is the agent for the owners to attend to the sales, ere. These
parties, I have no doubt, intend bringing out tobacco, which is known
to be in large quantity in that section of country, having been sent
over from Richmond to be forwarded by the first opportunity to Balti·
more, as tobacco is not the product of that section of country. I am of
the opinion that it would be u good prize if taken, as it is the opinion
of many here that the Treasury Department permit only covers the
product of the section of country open upon military recommendation.

I will keep you informed as best I can of all vessels leaving here for
the Potomac.

Very respectfully, J. L. MCPHAIL,
Provost·Marshal· General Jor Maryland.

Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

RepMt oj Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomae Flotilla,
regarding seizure of schooner An" Hamilton.

U. S. S. ELLA.,
Off Point Lookout, Md., February 12, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department that this morning
on my arrival here I found the schooner Ann Hamilton (referred to in
the letter of the provost·marshal·general of Maryland, a copy of which
I forwarded to the Department on the 9th instant), in possession of the
revenue steamer Hercules, Captain Baker, she having boon seized by
this vessel at Point Lookout in sight of the U. S. schooner WiUiam
Bacon on the 4th day of February, 1864.

Captain Baker informed me that he had communicated with the col
lector of Baltimore, who had directed him to detain the HamiUM!. until
the Treasury Department could be heard from, but as I could only
regard this as a joint seizure on the part of the Hercules and Bacon, I
thought it my duty to take the matter into my own hands. Upon
investigation I found that the schooner was bound from Baltimore to
the Great Wicomico, having a pass to enter that river from Major·
General Butler and the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and would
have therefore released her and directed her return to Baltimore,
knowing the region abont the Great Wicomico to be at this very time
in possession of the enemy's cavalry, bad I not found she had on board
50 sacks of salt, 4 boxes eoncentrated lye, and '15,299.50 in Southern
money not entered on her manifest, which made me regard her as a
lawful prize to the Hercules and Bo,con, the commanding officer 'of which
latter vessel I directed to put a prize crew on board of her, agreeably
to the last clause of General Orders, No. 26, and send her to the dis
trict court at Washington for adjudication. Trusting that my course
in this matter will meet with the approbation of the Department,

I am, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. P A.RKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,
Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.
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Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, assigned to com
mand the First Division.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotill4, February 9, 1864.

SIR: You are hereby appointed to the command of the First Divisiou
of the Potomac Flotilla, extending from the Piallkatank Hiver to Blak
istone Island, and comprising the following vessels, viz: Yankee, Our
rituck, Freeborn, Tulip, Anacostia, Jacob Bell, Western World, William
Bacon, and jtfatthe1c Vasxar.

You will be held respon8ible for the discipline and training of the
officers and crews of the vessels of your division, and will vi8it those
outside of Point Lookout frequently, and those inside of it whenever
you go to Piney Point to coal.

Very respectfully, ~'our obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Na~'y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, tommanding First
Division, transmitting general orders for his command.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, February 9, 1864.

SIR: Enclosed you will find General Orders, Nos. 5 and 6, a copy of
which you will furnish to all commanders of vessels in your division.

Respectfully, yours,

GENERAL ORDERS, }
No.5.

[EnclOllnrea.]

Precau./iom againd ,vrpm".

U. S. S. ELLA,
February 9,1864.

Commanding officers will be on their guard against surprise by the
enemy at all times, bllt especially at niKht.

The great guns, howitzer8, and small arms will be kept loaded, the
boarding nettings securely set up, one watch 011 deck with arms in their
hands, and on dark or misty nights the lookouts will he doubled.

Vessels are to be underway at night, except in thick or heavy
weather.

When at anchor a slip rope will be placed on the cable and a man
kept by it.

The BOund of the rattle, or the ringing of the ship's bell, or both, will
be the signal to the man at the slip rope to slip, the engineer in the
flreroom to "go ahead fast," and the officers and crew to repair to
quarters.

No ve8sel is to anchor in the same place two nights consecutively,
nor to come to anchor before night.
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At night bells a,re not to be struck, nor whistles blown (except when
necessary to avoid collision or for the purpose of signaling), nor other
noise made which will indicate a vessel's position, nor are li~hts to be
shown while running, or when at anchor, except as signals III cases of
emergency.

This order does not apply to the guard boats, nor to v688els at the
coal depots.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

GENERAL ORDERS,} u. S. S. ELLA,
No.6. Febrtlary 10, 1864.

Hereafter all vessels of this flotilla passing the guard vessel oft'.
Alexandria will make their numbers} aud when going in or out of the
harbor of, or passing Piney Point, wIll not only make their _numbe~z
when within the proper distance, but will afterwards pass within hail
of) and communicate with, the guard vessel.

. FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommander Parker, U.'S. Navy, oommanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the shooting of blockade runner John Stewart.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, February 10, 1864.

SIR: I have to report that on the night of the 6th instant a man
named John Stewart was shot by Captain Nickerson, of the guard
vessel Adolph Hugel, off Alexandria.

Stewart in a small boat attempted to pass the guard vessel, and
although repeatedly hailed would not reply, whereupon Captain Nick
erson fired at him, agreeably to my instructions, shooting him through
the body. Stewart was given up to the provost-marshal at Alexandria
and by him sent to the hospital, where he lies in a critical condition.
The boat- sank alongside the Hugel, and 10 gallons of whisky which
were taken from it were thrown overboard by my order.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oomma,nder Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Fl{)tilla,
transmitting information received from refugee regarding shells manu
factured in Richmond.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, February 11,1864.

SIR: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter received from
Acting Master Sohulze. The refugees of whom he speaks have been
delivered over to the provost·marshal at Point Lookont, Md.

I am, sir, very re8pectfully, yonr obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tM Navy.
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[EnclOllore.)

G. C. SOHULZE,
Aoting Master, Oommanding.

A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomao Flotilla.

Commander FOXHALL

u. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Off Blakistone Island, February 9,1864.

SIR: I have to report that I received six refugees on board this
morning, coming direct from Hicbmond, Va. One of them, Joseph
Leuty, made the following statement, which I thought important enough
to bring to your notice. He says:

I am an Englishman by birth, a molder by trade; have li'l"ed in the South for the
last four years; for the 18llt eight months I have been working in the artillery shop
on Seventh street, Riohmond, where they are now making a shell which looks exactly
like a piece of coal, pieces of whioh were taken from a coal pile &II patterns to imitate.
I have made these shells myself. I believe these shells have power enough to burst
any boiler. After they were thrown in a coal pile I could not tell.. the difference
between them and ooal myself.

They are intended to be thrown among the coal in Northern depots
by bogus refugees, spies, etc. Every blockade runner is to be provided
with them, and in case of being captured are to be thrown among the
coal. They commenced making these shells two weeks ago.

Hoping that this information may reach you in season to prevent
any accident to our forces, I remain, very respectfUlly, your obedient
servant,

.Repot-t of Acting Volunteer .LieuUnant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commandiflg.
First Di"ision Potomao Flotilla, regarding rumored encampment of the
m&emy near the head of Urbana Oreek.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock Ritler, Virginia, February 18,1864.

SIR: I have information from a source which I deem trnstwor-thy that
a body of the enemy are encamped near the head of Urbana Creek,
with boats to attack the blockading vessels with. They are about 12
or 15 miles above the reach of the gunboats. My informant had not
seen them, but had collected his information by various reports, all
of which coincided so nearly as to be considered correct. The number
of boats he had not learned. The boats of the Satellite and Reliance
are there. The number of men bad been variously estimated from 800
to 1,000. He had not learned whether they had artillery. I hope to
receive more information Hoon. .

So large a number of' men would seem to indicate something else
than an attack upon the gunboats. I have therefore informed General
Marston of their presence.

When last at Point Lookout there seemed to be a strong probability
of disturbance there, and this may be something tending that way.

Very respectfully, your obOOient servant,
EDWARD BOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

. Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
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Report of Oommander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding detention from ice in the riller.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, February 18, 1864.

SIR: Owing to my being detained here by a leak in the boiler, I ha.ve
been frozen in. I have detailed the Teaser to accompany the army ice
boat, should the river become frozen below Hallowing Point.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yonI' obedtent servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. 8. Nat'y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding First
Division, to proceed to St. Mary's River, .Maryland.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, February 23, 1864.

SIR : Upon the receipt of this order you will take passage in the
Fuchsia and report to me at St. Mary's mver, Maryland.

Before leaving enjoin upon the commanding officers of your division
the necessity of keeping underway at night; also bring me the latest
information r~lative to the boats and cavalry yon spoke of in your letter
tome.

Respectfnlly, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Poto1nac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Fuchsia, to
proceed to 8t. ~Mary's RivC1', ll[uryland.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, February 23, 1864.

SIR: You will, with the vessel under your command, proceed without
dela)" to the Rappahannock and take on board Lieutenant Hooker, and
report to me at St. Mary's River [Maryland].

Respectfully, yonrs,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommu1Uling Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Master 'VlI. T. STREET, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding U. S. S. Fuch.sia.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the capture of blockade runners by U. 8. steamers Dragon and Jacob
Bell.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, February 24, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the night of the 23d instant
the Dragon captured two canoes, with twenty-nine men, women, aud
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children, in the act of running the blockade from Virginia to Maryland;
also on the night of the 21st instant the Jacob Bell captnred a notorious
blockade runner, named George W. Garnett, attempting to cross from
Maryland to Virginia, all of whom I have turned. over to the provost
marshal at Point Lookout, Md.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj' the Navy.

FOXlULL A. P AJl,KER.

Letter from Oommander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac ./!'lo
tilla, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Navy, commanding
First Division, regarding proposed expedition to the Rappahannock.

Private and confidentiaI.\ U. S. S. ELLA, February 27, 1864.
My DEAR SIR: The bad weather and a severe attack of sicknes8

prevented. me from leavi'Dg for the Rappahannock last night, and
to-night 1 find that the expedition is no longer a secret. This, with the
failure of an officer to carry out my orders, has decided. me to abandon
my design for the present. You will soon hear from me. I send the
Freeborn to report to you. Dispose of your force as you think prudent,
and do not go above Carter's Creek. Communicate with me often.

Yours, truly,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant HOOKER,
Oommanding ./!'irst Division Potomac Flotilla. .

&port of Oommander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the arrival of Union officers escaped from Libby Prison.

IT. S. S. ELLA,
Off Navy Yard, Washi1tgton, February 29,1864.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I arrived here
to-day, with Colonel A. D. Streight} Fitliy-first Indiana Volunteers,
Major B. B. McDonald, One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers, Cap
tain 'V. W. Scearce, Fifty-first Indiana Volnnteers~and First Lieutenant
John Sterling, Thirtieth Indiana Volunteers, who made their escape
from Libby Prison, Richmond, on the 9th instant, and reached. BIakis
tone Island, Potomac River (where I found them), yesterday.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Omnmaniling Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washingtcnl, D. O.

U. s. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, February 29,1864.

BIR: The Freeborn arrived last night, and brought me intelligence of
the postponement of the proposed expedition. On this station at least,

Report of Acting Volunt6er Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Navy, command·
ing First Division Potomac Flotilla, giving information regarding
mo17ements of Oonfederaw forces.



E. BOOKER,
Aoting Volunteer Lieutenant, ere.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. .Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

E. H.
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not an officer except the commanding officers had any knowledge of
the intended movement.

I have Borne news of importance. There are 600 cavalry at Heaths
ville, on the eoan River. The forces near Urbana have been reen
forced by John Taylor Wood, who is in command, and his party from
New Berne, a portion of them, have moved down from Urbana to
Sturgeon Creek.

There is also a report that the Ninth Virginia Cavalry are at Union
wharf and a large force on the opposite side of the river.

The Orusader also brings me information of 600 cavalry at New Point,
below here.

1 can but feel that so large a force means something more than an
attack on the gunboats, although that is no doubt a part of the
programme.

1 shall use my utmost endeavors to guard against their success.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWABD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Na'l:y, Oomdg. FirBt Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy, .
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Oapture oj tM tug Titan by a party of Oonfederates.

Beport of AotiDg Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. I. Navy, oommandjpg lPiDt DiulIIl
Potomao !101illa, regarding ohue of l1IIpiolOllllteam8r.

U. S. S. YAN.K.EE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, March 5,1864.

SIR: This p. m.:t the weather being hazy, a steamer was soon near
the mouth of the l'iankatank River.

1 at ouce dispatched the Tulip in chase and subsequently the
Ourrituck. .

The Tulip returned, and reports that the steamer was a lead-colored
tugboat, without a flag, and steaming up the river fast. She (the Tulip)
would have got within rangel.but her pilot did not know the way. On
this report I dispatched the l!'reeborn with orders to the Ourrituck. The
Freeborn hal:! just returned (7 o'clock p. m.), and repor~ that the Curri
tuck had been 8 miles up the river without finding anything.

I shall take all the vessels into the mouth of the river to-night and
go up at da:ylight to-morrow.

1 dispatch this per Tulip to intercept the Fortress Monroe boat, as I
think Wood has got some tugboat.

In great haste, your obedient servant,

P. S.-l communicate all the facts which I know. 1 deem them
strongly suspicious.

NOTE.-The steamer proved to be the Titan, captured by Wood, at
4 o'clock a. m. Not havinp: pilots I could not reach her. At 4 o'clock
p. m., Sunday, the commodore arrived and Bent back to St. George's

I ' ;
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bland for pilots; they arrived at 2 :30 a. m. Monday, at daylight, the
expedition moved up the river and at noon the Titan was destroyed,
together with a number of large boats prepared for a raid.

E.H.

[Telegram.]

EASTVILLE, MD. [VA.j, .llfarch 5, 1864.
(Forwarded from War Department March 5, 1864, to Commander

F. A. Parker.)
Our office at Oherrystone was attacked this morning about 4 a. m.

by about forty or My men. Dunn, the operator, escaped after throw·
ing his instruments into the bay, but was again captured and paroled.
He was fired at several times but not hit. They killed his horse and
all the horses there, burned the guardhouse and a lot of commi8sary
stores, seized the dispatch boat and said they were going after the
cable boat and take her. They got no Government messages, they
having been burned after having been sent. Dunn, at Eastville, thinks
they did not disturb the cable at Oherrystone. Dunn says if he can
get sufficient protection, will go to work again. There should be a
large guard at Cherrystone. I think this raid was prompted and made
by the information being published in the papers that the cable was
good and the boats running. The boat which was captured is the
Titan; she has no cannon but plenty of rifies. The men said they
would try and capture the boat at work on the cable.

M. O. B. BUELL,
Manager.

Major EOKERT.

[Telegram. )

WAR DEPARTMENT, March 5,1864.
SIR: It was the Titan which was captured this a. m., and the McClel

lan which was at work on the cable. Telegram just sent over to Com·
mandar Parker reads"Titan which is laying the cable." I changed it,
making it read, "McClellan which is laying the cable," etc.

Very truly,
THOS. T. ECKERT,

Major, etc.
Captain Fox.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 5, 1864.
The Titan, which is engaged in laying the cable, and which the raid·

ers will endeavor to capture, is armed with a 24·pounder. Take two or
three of your best vessels in the river and spread out in the bay after
them.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary 0/ the Navy.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Navy Yard, Wa.8hinuton, D. C.

Let the commanding officer of the Baltimore take this dispatch down
to Commander Parker.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 5, 1864.
Send a steamer at once to Cherrystone and endeavor to capture these

raiders.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NallY.
Commander F .A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomao Flotilla, Na'vy Yard, Washington, D. O.

Order of Commander Parker, U.II. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, to Aoting Jl(uter 8mith,
U. 8. Navy, ql'mmandingU. 8. 8. Commodore Read, to oruisein search of captured tugTitau.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomao Flotilla, March 5, 1864.

SIR: You are hereby directed with the vessel nnder your command
and the Fuohsia, commanded by Acting' Master Street, to proceed at
oDt'e to Cherrystol1e Inlet., eastern shore of Maryland [Virginia], where
you will leave the Fuohsia and proceed to cruise in search of the tug
Titan, mentioned in the copy of a dispatch which I enclose.

On your way to Cherrystone you will stop at the H.appahannock and
give to the senior officer there the information contained in the dis
patch, cautioning him from me to be vigilant and guard against
surprise.

'This information you will also communicate to any of Admiral Lee's
vessels which you may happen to fall in with.

Should you not be able to obtain any definite information of the Titan.
by Monday morning, or should you by that time have obtained infor
mation that she has succeeded in getting up any of the rivers of the
enemy so that you can not follow her, you will return to your station
and report to me in St. Mary's River.

H.espectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomao Flotilla.
Acting ::\Iaster WM. H. SMITH,

Oommanding Oommodore Read.

P. S.-Should you not find me in St. Mary's River, you will at once
proceed to Washington navy yard.

Inform the guard vessels off Point Lookout of the taking of the
Titan, and direct the senior officer there to inform General Marston of
the fact.

FOXHALL A. PARKER.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, Marok 6, 1864.

SIR: Immediately upon the receipt of this order you will detach one
of your best vessels to cruise in the bay for the tug Titan (without can
non) aud the steamer MoOlellan (armed with a 25-pounder), which have
been captured by the rebels.

You will direct the commanding officer engaged on this duty to use
the utmost vigilance, to cruise in all parts of the bay, and overhaul
everything he falls iu with.

Order of Commander Parker. U. 8. lI'avy, commauding Potomac Flotilla, to Acting Voluute8r
Lieutenant Rooker, U. 8. lI'avr, commanding Fil'It Division, to aearoh in Ch8l&pealre Bay
for tug Titan.
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Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER, or
SENIOR OFFICER PRESENT,

Off Rappahannook.
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You will so distribute the other vessels of your command as to pre
vent the rebel vessels from getting into the PiaQkatank or Rappahan
nock, or any of the many creeks between the latter river and Smith's
Point.

Respectfully, yours,

lIeport of ColllllUU1der Parker, V. B. Navy, oolllllUU1ding Potomac l'lotilla, of Dl.Jpomtion of
veuela MarohiDg for tug '1'1tan. .

U. S. B. ELLA,
Off Piney Point, Md., Marck 6, 1864-8 a. m.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have a
steamer by this time at Cherrystone; have detailed two steamers to
cruise in Chesapeake Bay; have a tug and two heavily armed schooners
at Point Lookout; a tug and a schooner at this place, and the rest of
my vessels (with the exception of two small tugs left at Nanjemoy for
the protection of that anchorage) distributed between the Piankatank
River aud Smith's Point, Va., 80 as to prevent the rebel vessels from
making a harbor in Virginia. Shall remain myself between Point
Lookout and Piney Point, where I will be in communication with all the
vessels of the flotilla, and I will act as circnmstances may require.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

&cretary of tke Navy.

[Telegram.)

FORT MONROE, VA., March 6, 1864. .
(Received at Washington 3: 50 p. m., March 7, 1864.)

General Meigs arrived here to-night. The raid on Cherrystone and
the capture of the Titan seems to have no obioot except that of theft.
The Titan has been ehased into the Piankatank River, where she is
watched by four navy gunboats. .

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

Report of (!ommander Parker, V. B.Navy, oomm8.Dding Potomac PlotIlla, regarding expedition
into Piankatank River and dllltruotion of tug'1'1tan.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, Marck 7, 1864-10 p. m.

SIR: Having been informed yesterday, at 11 a. m., by Acting Volun
teer Lientenant Hooker, senior officer off the Rappahannock, that in a
dense haze the tug Titan had succeeded in getting into the Piankatank
after having been chased by the U. S. S. Tulip, I proceeded at once to
the mouth of this river, where I arrived a little before sunset. This
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morning, at daylight, leaving the Yankee, Tulip, and Teaser to guard the
Uappahannock, I ascended the Piankatank with the Commodore Read,
Jaoob Bell, Fuchsia, Freeborn, and Currituck to Freeport, the head of
navigation, where I found the Titan burned to the water's edge, the
rebels having set fire to her at an early hour this morning. After shell·
ing the adjacent woods, I sen t in a number of armed boats under Acting
Ensign Nelson, who completed the work of destruction by brt'.aking the
hoiler, etc., of the Titan. A metallic life boat belonging to her was
brought off, and is now on board the Commodore Head.

I was much gratified with the energy displayed by all the command
ing officers of the flotilla, and by the admirable mallner ill which the
vessels I tOQk with me up the Piankatank were handled in that narrow
and intricate river.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Oommanding Potomao Flotill.a..
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na·vy.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Dil,ision Potomac Flotilla, regarding proposed reconnoissance in
the Rappahan'nock River.

u. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, Marek 8, 1864.

SIR: The thick weather of to-day'prevents me making the reconnois
sance you wished. I wilT make it to·morrow.

The same cause has delayed the Fuchsia, although she has accom
plished her errand and returned (p. m.).

Captain Street reports that they met the enemy's cavalry, but by
showing a bold front kept them from attacking.

As Captain Street is the only man here acquainted with perRons liv
ing on the banks of the Rappanannock above here, I shall take the
responsibility of detaining him until to-morrow, so as to have his aid
on the reconnoissallce.

The commanding officer of the Tulip wishes me to apply for one of
the pilots which you had yesterday for his vessel. His present pilot
knows but very little about the rIver.

Acting Master Schulze stated that Fleet Enginoor Reilly was making
some repairs on his boiler, which were not completed when he left for
the Piankatank. I have therefore sent him back to complete them.
When he comes down, he call bring the pilots for the Freeborn and Tulip.

I think I Rhall have 110 trouble about taking out all the coals from
the schooner, and if her papers are sent me by the Bell I can dispatch
her with less demurrage than if I send her back to Piney Point.

On the return of the Bell, I will, if nothing new present..., itself, make
the trip to the eastern shore, which was proposed some time ago, unless
you think it best not to go.

About one-half the articles on my January requisitions, and all those
on the Febrnary ones, have not been received.

I enclose station report and weekly abstract of log.
I will write again after making the reconnoissance..

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. 1st Div. Potomac Flotillo..
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy, .

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
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EDMUND A. RODERICK,
Secretary to Flotilla.

Order of Oommal/der Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomao Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U.8. Navy, commanding First
Di",ision,jor invt!8tigation regarding detention of,~mer Ezprt!88.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, March 9, 1R64.

My DEAR SIR: The commander requests me to say to you that you
will go to Piney Point the first opportunity for the porpose of holding
the investigations relating to the detentiou of the steamer Exprt!88 and
the discrepancy in the coal account of Acting Master Taylol·. Yon
will find Acting Ensi~ Merrill (one of the board) at that place, as well
as Acting Master Street, who cruises between Point Lookout and Piney
Point.

He also desires yoo to instruct the seuior officer left on the statiou to
keep a strict lookout for t.he Piankatank, Rltppahannock, and Wieomico
rivers, and impresH upon him the nooessity to guard against surprise.

We goo to Wa.."hington to·day.
Yery truly, yours,

Lieutenant HOOKER.

. u. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannook River, Virginia, March 9, 1864.

SIR: I last night received such information as induced me to attempt
the captur8 of Major Lawson, O. S. Army, reported to have arrived home.
For this purpose, having left the Freeborn to take care of the coal
B(~hooner, I rendezvoused the other vessels at Oarter's Oreek.at 11 o'clock
p. m. and sent a party of thirty men under Acting Master Street up the
creek to his place. The intention was to seize a negro for a guide, but
in this Oaptain Sltreet1did not succeed, and on approaching the hoose
the alarm was gIven by l\ Jlegro sentry and also by dogs evidently
trained for the purpose, and before the house could be surrounded the
ml\jor escaped.

Acting Master Street searched everything, but could not find llim.
He, however, did find some bacon prepared to send to Richmond. This
he brought off, and I have divided it among the vessels. The quantity
is hardly enoogh to serve as a ration. I have, however, directed that
an accoullt be kept of it to render to you should yon require it.

I send you three hams, which I think yoo will find nice.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. 8. Navy, Oomdg. Fir8t Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Oommander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Volunteer IAeuUmant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
Fir8t Divi8ion Potomac Flotilla, regarding attempted capture of Major
Law8on, O. 8. Army.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. R. Navy, commanding
Fir8t m",i8Wn Potomac Flotilla, of reconnois8ance near Urbana, Va.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock Ri",er, Virginia, March. 9,1864.

SIR: I have made the reconnoissance you wished, and communicated
with the shore about a mile below Urbana and in sight of the enemy's
pickets.
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Oomma.nder, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EnwARD HOOKER,
Oommanding First Division Potomac Fwtilla.
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We learned that there is now no force of any importance at or near
Urbana, although the preseuce of troops a short time ago was confirmed.

Of troops above Urbana I could learn nothing. At Saluda, 2 miles
back from where our landing was made, were some thirty or more cav
alry. They had also a report of a body of our cavalry coming up from
West Point.

Last night we thought we heard the BOund of a bugle near Mosquito
Creek; this morning it was heard quite plainly, and during the fore
noon some twenty or thirty cavalry made their appearance on Mosquito
Point, north side of the Rappahannock.

Acting Master Street will give you all the particulars of the recon
noissance; the above are the main points.

I will send a vessel to Wicomico to-night, and can there learn about
the forces north of the Rap}lahannock.

I presume that the troops near here have been withdrawn on account
of the movement of Meade's army.

Very.respectfully, your obedient servant,
EnwARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. First Div. Potomac .F'wtilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Poto'mQ,{! Flotilla.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flvtilla,
regarding detail of vessels f.or Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, March 11, 1864.

SIR: Major-General Bntler having requested me to "watch the Rap
pahannock from 10 miles below Urbana to its month," I have detailed
the vessels necessary for this pnrpose.

I have the honor to be, very respectfnlly, yonr oberlient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, .

Secretary of the Nally.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potoma{J Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding First
Division, regarding oooperation with the Army in Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Fwtilla, lJ-[arch 11, 1864.

SIR: Yon are hereby directed to lend snch assistance in the Rappa
hannock as you can to a force sent out from Yorktown by General
Butler, by crnising with part of your force until Tuesday morning next,
between the month of the Rappahannock to within 10 miles of Urbana.

Yon will not allow any boats to land, and should yon do so, not per
mit them under any circumstances to go from under the cover of your
gnns.

Respectfully, yours,
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Report of Commander Pa.rker, U. 8. Nm,y, commanding Potomall Fwtilla,
of information obtained by reconnoissance in Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, lVarch 11, 1t164.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that on the 8th
instant a reconnoissance of the Rappahannock was made by my order
as far up as Urbana, and the shore communicated with within sight of
the enemy's pickets, information being gained thereby that there is now
but a small rebel force between the York and Rappahannock rivers.

This information J have forwarded to General Butler.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomao Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES!
Secretary oJ the Navy.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Navy, commanding
First Division Potomac Flotilla, of affairs in his command.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River, Virginina, l11arch 12, 1864.

SIR: The Fuchsia has arrived with dispatches. I received informa
tion yesterday from General Butler of the advance of General Wistar,
and informed him of our readiness to cooperate.

Lieutenant-Commander Babcock arrived this morning, with. orders
to put himself under your command if you were here. I am acting
in conjunction with him. He will leave again to-night or to-morrow
morning.

I send up by the Fuchsia a refugee, whose tltory, so far as it goes,
tends to confirm the reports of the complete evacuation of t.hese penin
sulas. He also says that all the remaining wharves on this river are
destroyed. .

From Wicomico I have information that the troops at Heathsville
were recalled when General Meade made advance.

I have also information that a quantity of commissary stores were
stored in the jail at Heathsville, and are believed to be there now.

I have no other news of importance.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. HOOKER.
Commander F.A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Fwtilla.

P. S.-Lieutenant-Commander Babcock is from Admiral Lee's squad.
rOll, and has three vessels with him.

Letter from Acting Master Schulze, U.8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Jacob Bell, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Navy, com
manding First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding army expedition
vp the Piankatank River.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Rappahannook River, March 20,1864.

SIR: The U. S. S. Yankee arrived here this morning at 12:30 a. m.
and delivered mails, dispatches, etc. Captain Arthur reported to me
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yesterday that his engineer had made a mistake in his coal account,
and that he had about 10 tons less than he expected, so I send him up
first. If he takes his coal in :l\Ionday he can be back here by Tnesday
evening, }Iarch 22. The Tulip has got 9 tons of coal yet, and as her
day to clean boilers is the :!3d of }larch, it will just come right. I have
got about 17 tons and the Ourrituck 24 tons of coal.

There is quite an army expedition up the Piankatallk. Thursday
nigh t five transports and two army gunboats, with 4,000 troops, u&d er the
command of General Graham, entered, but I hadwindof it andstationed
two boatA there. That surprised them a little, and the commanding
officers reported to Captain [E. P.l Hill and showed their papers. I
have since you left kept a senior officer's journal (which I herewith
enclose), 80 that you may see what has been glling on since yon left. I
am getting along very well with the colDmanding officers; they are
aware that I intend to have my orders obeyed to the letter. I also send
the two pilots as requested. I shall carry out your routine and instruc·
tions in every respect, and on your return you will find the First Divi
sion in the same good order and discipline as yon left it.

Hoping to see you soon on the Rappahannock, I remain, respectfully,
your obedient servant,

G. C. SOHULZE,
Acting Master, U. S. Navy, and Senior Officer 01~ tlte Rappahannock.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding First DiviMOli Potomac Flotilla.

Letter from Acting jl{aster Schulze, U. S. Nal'Y, comma.nding U. S. S.
Jacob Bell, to Acting l'olunteer .Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, com·
manding First ]Jil'iBion Potomac Flotilla, regarding witkdrawal oj
army expeditwnfrom Piankatank River.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Rappahannock River, March 24, 1864-11: 30 a. tn.

Sm: The Freeborn has not yet arrived. As I can not detain the Tulip
any longer, I will send her up to-day at 12 m. The army expedition
has left the Phmkatank without having derived any moral or material
benefits. We have had very bad weather here--Mtorm, snow, and thick
fog. To-day it is clear, cool, amI pleasant.

The Ourrituck is at the Wicomico with about 18 tons of coal. The
Yankee has 47, the Bell 10.

There is nothing new here; all is quiet on the Rappahannock and
Piankatank. Enclosed please find senior offil:er's journal.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. C. SCHULZE, U. S. Navy,

Acting Afaster and Senior Officer RappahanfWck Station.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding First DiviBio1f, Potomac FWtilla.

Oircular.

:MARCH 10, 1864.
The commanding officer announces to all serving uuder him that he

has ap~inted L~eutenant.OommantlerThomas H. Eastman captain of
the fiotilla, who IS to be respected and obeyed. accordingly.
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When not with him, his presence on board of any vessel of the flotilla
will be denoted by the Seoond Division. flag at the masthead.

• FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potornac Flotilla.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Act-ing lrolunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding First
.Division, defining the limits of his command.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, illarch 28, 1864.

SIR: Your command will hereafter extend from the Piankatank to
the mouth of the St. Mary's River, allli the disposition of the vessels
of it will be as follows:

Freeborn.-Mouth of the Piankatank.
Yankee and Tulip.-Mouth of the Rappahannock.
Ourrituck.-Mouth of Rappahannock to Smith's Point.
Bell.-Smith's Point to Point Lookout.
Bacon.-At Point Lookout.
Anacostia.-To be stationed at Point Lookout cruising at night be

tween the point and the mouth of the St. Mary's River.
The JllltlltelO Vassar has been removed from your division, and will be

placed at the coal depot in St. Inigoes.
Respectfully, yours,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the capture of tu'o blockade runners.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, March 29, 1864.

SIR: A strange canoe haviug been discovered on the banks of this
river yesterday, an officer and five men were placed in ambush in its
vicinity last night under the direction of Lieutenant-Commander East
man, who succeeded in capturing two blockade runners, William H.
Railly and Henry C. Dameron, just as they were in the act of stepping
into the canoe laden with contrabaud articles for the Virginia shore.
I have st'nt the prisoners to the provost-marshal at Point Lookout, Md.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOD. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Departmen,t, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oommander Pttrker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the recovery offour launches belonging to the Army.

U. S, S. ELLA,
St. jllary's River, March 31, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have here
four lanDches picked up adrift oft' the mouth of the Rappahannock by
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the brig J. O. Bickman on the 18th in8tant, which I 8hall 8end to Gen
eral Mar8ton at Point Looko'\t.

These boats with three other8, I under8ta.nd, were lost by Genera.l
Graham on his late expedition to the Piankatank.

I have given orders to the vessels blockading the rivers from Point
Lookout to the Piankatank to institnte a strict search for the three
that are missing.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. P.ABOR,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomao Flotilla.
HOIl. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.O."

Report of Oommander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilln,
regarding disposition of vessels under his command.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, April 1, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to make to the Department the followin~

report of the stations of the vessels nnder my command:
.Freeborn.-Mouth of the Piankatank HiveI'.
Yankee and Tulip.-Mouth of the Rappahannock River.
Ourrituck.-Mouth of Rappahannock to Smith's Point.
Jacob Bell.-Smith's Point to Point Lookout.
William Bacon.-At Point Lookout.
Anacostia.-Cruising between Point Lookout and St. Mary's River.
Matthew Vassar and Eureka.-At the coal depot in St. Mary's River.
Fuchsia.-Mouth of St. Mary's to Ragged Point, Md. [Va.]
8ophronia.-Off Piney Point, Md. (guard vessel).
Dragon.-Ragged Point to Great Wicomico River.
Primrose.-Great Wicomico to Lower Cedar Point.
Teaser.-Lower Cedar Point to Nanjemoy Creek.
Oommodore Read.-Nanjemoy to Liverpool Point.
Oreur de Lion.-Liverpool Point to Hallowing Point.
Adolph HU!Jel.-OfJ Alexandria (guard vessel).
The Resolute is kept in re~lerve as l\ dIspatch boat and to take the

place when necessary of a disabled vessel while the latter is being
repaired.

The Dragon, Primrose, Ore'U,. de Lion, Wyandank, and Western World
are at present at the Washington navy yard. The two first mentioned
will rejoin the flotilla in a few days, the Oreu,. de Lwn and Wyandank
in six weeks, and the Western World not before August or September.

I think the efficiency of the flotilla would be materially increased by
the addition of another gunboat similar to the "Oommodore Read, the
more especially in the event of any of the rivers within the limits of
my command becoming the theater of active operations during the
approaching campaign, and I would respectfully urge upon the Depart
ment the importance of attaching to this flotilla a marine guard of 100
men. I often hear of parties of rebel cavalry and infantry fifty or sixty
strong ventnring far down upon the peninsnlas between the Potomac
and Rappahannock and Rappahannock and Piankatank rivers which
I could readily capture by throwing a fieldpiece well supported by
steady infantry in their rear. The marines could be located in tentsat
the coal depot in the St. Mary's, and would be as well drilled as at the
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barracks in WashingtQn and as available for any duty' which the
Department might require of them besides serving as a guard for the
depot which I consider desirable.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oammander, Oommanding Pou,mac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report oj Oo-mmmander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
pro-posing the extension oj telegraph lines.

U. S. S. ELLA,
St. Mary's River, J[arylf.!nd, April 7, 1864.

Sm: As the telegraph wires from Washington to Point Lookout pass
within 3~ miles of this place, I would respectfully suggest that a
brauch be run here, as it may be of very great importance to the Gov
ernment and to the Army to be enabled to communicate with me
quickly at some period during the approaching campaign.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Nat'Y, commanding. Potomac Flotilla,
requel1ting the addition to his force of three vessels.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, April 7, 1864.

Sm: The Oreur de Lion, Wyandank, and Western World, which are
now at the U. S. navy yard, WashiIigton, for repairs, will not be ready
for service for m$ny weeks to come, and as I find my present force
inadequate to perform the duties required of it, I would respectfully
request that an addition of three serviceable vessels be made to it, one
of which should be similar in all respects to the Oommodore Read.

The tug Leslie would be very valuable here as a dispatch vessel, and
enable me to detail the Resolute, now employed in this service, for
blockade duty.

. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Nat'y to commandant navy yard, Washing
ton, regarding U. S. S. Leslie.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 11, 1864.
SIB: Order the tug Leslie to report to Commander F. A. Parker for

duty in the Potomac Flotilla.
Very respectfully, etc.,

Commodore J. B. MONTGOMERY,
Commandant Nat'y Yard, Washingto-n.
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Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting report of expedition to .Yachodoc Oreek, VirgiM.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, April 15, 1864.

SIR: General Rinks, commanding at Pojnt Lookout, having desired
my cooperation in an expedition to Machodoc Creek, Virginia, on the
13th instant, I detailed for this purpoge the gunboats Yankee, Fuchsia,
Anllcostia, and Teaser, under command of Lieuoonant-Command€'r East·
man, a copy of whose report I herewith cnclose.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
lion. GIDEON '¥ELLES,

Secretary of the Nary.

[Enclosure.]

u. ~. S: YANKEE, April 14, 1864.
SIR: In obedience to your order I went on lIoanl of the Resolute and

convoyed the army steamer Long Branch, with General [E. W.J Hinks
and a battalion of soldiers on board, leaving St. Mary's at 5 a. m. on
the 13th, and arriving at Machodoc Creek at 8 a. m. After communi
cating with General Hinks, I led the way into an anchorage and covered
the landing of the forces. Nothing was seen of the enemy except 3 few
cavalry, thirty or forty in number, on the right ~ide of Machodoc, and
they retired on the landing of four armed boats' crews from the Teaser
and Anac()stia, which vessels had joined me, according to orders.

In tow of these boats were two small boats of the Long Branch, car
rying twelve soldiers, and as the Long Branch had come unprovided
with any means of landing, I transported in our boats at this time
twenty soldiers.

A large q lIantity of tobacco and a man named Maddox were taken in
the house near the landing. .

Mr. Maddox was sent to the Long Bmnch, and mORt of the tobacco.
Five boxes of tobacco were taken to the l'easm', and I have since

delivered them to you. I also visited Currio'man Bay and Xomini, but
discovered nothing of importance, and on the morning of the 14th I
detailed the Anncostin to assist General Hinks in transporting his force
to Point Lookout. I then, with the rankee, Teaser, and Fuchsia, in com
pany, got under way for St. Mary's, and on my way down the river I
exercised this division in forming line and column in accorda.nce with
the teachings of Parker's Squadron Taetics under St~am, and I was
struck with the simplicit~' and ease with whidl a squadron Illay be
maneuvered, and also am glad to be able to say that I have the honor
to be the first oflicer of the U. ~. Navy to record au experience iu the
use of that work.

I wish here to report to you that the Yankee, Fuchsia, Tea.ser, Resoltite,
and Anacostia did all of their dntil's well amI promptly, and especially
with regard to the eVOlutions, the signals being answered quickly and
not a single mistake being Illade.

r arrived at St. Mary's at [j p. m. and reported in person to yon.
Respectfully,

T. H. EASTMAN,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. t:;. Navy.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
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Letter from Acting jlfaster Street, U. S. Nary, commanding U. S. S. Fuch
sia, to Commander Parker, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Potomac FlotUla,
regarding breach of blockade.

u. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Potomac Flotilla, April 1(;, 1864.

SIR: Believing that there is considerable crossing in the vidnit.y of
Breton's Bay, I:3t. Clement's Bay, and Wicomico River, Maryland, to
Virginia, and being acquainted with the various points, I wonlu respect
fully ask permission to cruise in that localit.y for a few days.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting llfaster, Commanding.
Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Order of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, lJ. S. Na",'Y, commanding First
.Division, to communicate verbally.

. U. S. S. ELLA,
Potoma{J Flotilla, Apr'il 18, 1864.

SIR: I will be off the mouth of the river about 8 p. m., and I desire
no I'lignals of any kind to ue made. We will communicate verbally.

You will have one vessel stationed oft· the onter buoy, and direct her
to remain until the last vessel has come in, when we willl'endezvous at
Butler's Hole.

Order your division to make no signals this night.
Respectfully,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,
Commanding First Division Potomac FltJiilla.

Report of Comma,nder Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of expedit-iOl~ to Gircus Point, Rappahannock Ril'er, and engagement of
U. s. S. Eureka with a Gonfederate land force.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Ghesapeake Bay, April 22, 186.4.

SIR: Having learned from various sonrces that the rebel Government
had establislJed a ferry at Circus Point, l\ few miles below 'rappahan
nock, on the Uappahannock River, and was busily engaged in collecting
boats at same point on the river for the purpose of attacking the block
ading vessels, 1 proceeded thither with a portion of this flotilla on the
18th instant, where I remained until this evening, visiting both banks
of the river and all its various creeks (some of which, I was told, had
not before been e~tered during the war), from Oircus Point to Wind-
mill Point, with the following result: •

Two ferries broken up; 7 large li~hters each capable of carrying 100
men; 3 pontoon boats, 22 large skiffs and canoes, 200 white-oak beams
and knees (large enough for the construction of a sloop of war), 500
cords of pine wood, and 300 barrels of ('orll destroyed. Twenty-two
fine boats (one of which is fitted t<)r carrying small arms), 1,000 pounus
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of bacon, 2 horses, 60 bushels of wheat, a chest of carpenters' tools,
and many other articles (a correct list of which will be sent to the
Department at an early day) bronght off.

Five refugees and !5 contrabands (men, women, and children) were
received on board this vessel and landed in Maryland, with the exception
of five stout fellows, whom I shipped.

At Bo:wlers Rocks, on the south side of the Rappahannock, the land
ing of our men was opposed by a large force of cavalry (said to be 5(0),
which was kept at bay by the fire of the Eureka, commanded by Acting
Ellsign Hallock, and a howitzer launch in charge of Acting MaRter's
Mate Eldridge. Acting Master W. T. Street who had charge of this
expedition, showed good judgment and proved himself a valuable alld
efficient officer. He speaks highly of Acting En8ign Roderick and
Acting Master'!! Mate Borden, who accompanied him on shore.

In Parrott's Oreek 8 seamen, led by Acting Ensign Nelson, cha8ed 6
of the rebel cavalry.

Yesterday afternoon, as the Eureka got withln 30 ylU'ds of the shore
just below Urbana, where I had sent her to capture two boats hauled
up there, a large number of rebels, lying in ambush, most unexpectedly
opened upon her with ritles and a piece of light artillery. Thus taken
by surprise Acting Ensign H~llock displayed admirable presence of
mind, and I think 110t more than five seconds had elapsed before he
returned the fire from hi8 light 12·pounder and with small arms, and,
although the little Eureka with officers aud men has but sixteen souls
on board, tor some ten minutes (during which time the fight lasted), 8he
was one sheet of tlame, the 12·pounder being fired about as fast as a
man would dIscharge a pocket pistol. The rebels were well thrashed, and
I think must have sutlered considerably. They fortunately fired too
high, so that their shells and bullets passed over the Eureka without
injury to the vessel or crew. It was quite a gallant affair and retlects
a great deal of' credit upon both the officers and men of the Eureka, a list
of whom I herewith enclose.

This morning, observing a party of eighteen men at a distance of
about 2 miles from this ship with muskets slung over their backs,
crawling on their hands and knees to get II shot at some of our men
then on shore, I direc,ted a shell to be thrown at them from a 100-pounder
Parrott gun, which struck and exploded right in their midst, killing
and wounding, I think, a large number of'them, as only four were seen
after the explosion, who were, as might be supposed, running inland
at the top of t,heir speed.

L'ieuhmant-Oommander Eastman, who had the detailing of the vari
ous. expeditions, well sustained in the performance of this duty the
reputation which he had already acquired of an omeerof marked energy
and ability.

I have it from the best authority that the rebels have placed torpe
does in the Rappahannock just above Bowlers Rocks, where this
tlotilla was anchored off Fort Lowry, off Brook's barn, opposite the
first house above Leedstown, and at Layton's somewhat higher up.
All these on the port hand going up.

Others are said to be plaeed at various points in t.he river from Fort
Lowry to Fredericksburg.. They have also been placed iu the Pianka
tank River and in many of the creeks emptying into Ohesapeake Bay.

I have the houor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commll,nder, Commanding PotmllfLC Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, .

Secretary of the Navy.



FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,
Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.
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Order of Commander Parm, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Yolunteer .Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding First
Division, trammitting communication from Major-General Butler,
U. S. Army.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomao Flotilla, April 23, 1864.

SIR: Enclosed I send yon copy of a letter from Major-General Bnt
ler in relation to a proposed raid by guerrillas, between the Piau
katank and Saluda, Middlesex Oounty. I desire you to keep a sharp
lookout and be very careful to guard against surprise.

I have ordered the Anacostia to cruise between Smith's Point and
Point Lookout and the Jacob Bell off the Piankatank with the Freeborn.

Respectfully,

[EnC)081lnl.1

HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH OAROLINA,
Fort Monroe, Va., April 19, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to forward you a copy of a dispatch received
from the provost·marshal at ElUJtville, Va. :

APRIL 18, 1864.
I am informed by a rebel mail carrier, captured to-day, that guerrillas are prepar·

ing for a raid atsome spot between the Piankatank and Saluda, Middlesex County.
I pre8ume this raid is intended for this shore, if on foot as represented. Further
information leads me to believe the information correct.

FRANK J. WHITE,
Major and Provoal·Mar.ltal.

This dispa.tch is sent for your information and such action as you
may think proper.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
BENJAMIN F. BUTLER,

Major·General, Commanding.
Oommander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Na"y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding capture of two spies and three deserter8.from the Oonfederate
Army.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, Ap"il 25, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to report that at daylight on the 19th instant
the U. S. S• .&soZute captured, oft' Lynch's Poiut, Va.z two spies, with
passes from Brigadier-General Chambers [J. R. Ohamllliss,jr. '], of the
rebel Army, who have been delivered to the provost·marshal at Point
Lookout.

On the morning of the 21st installt the same vessel picked up a
boat between St. George's Island and the Virginia shore, containing
three deserters from the rebel Army, who were also turned over to the
provost-marshal at PoinL Lookout.

I aID, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.



414 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

Report of Acting "Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U.. S. Na1:y, commanding
First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding movements oj the Confed
erate party which captured tug Titan.

u. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, April 28, 1864.

SIR: I have information which I deem trustworthy that Lieutenant
Fitzhu~h has crossed the bay into Maryland with a. party of men. He
is the same Dlan who captured the Titan. He no doubt meditates a.
similar capture, and a return to the Piankatank, iu which river they
have laid torpedoes.

I shall have the river well watched. At present, however, we have a
small force for it.

It was also repor~d that Wood was down here again, but I am
inclined to think that it is the torpedo placers and not Wood.

There are said to be seven torpedoes in the Rappahannock. One of
tbem it is reported was exploded a few days ago by a trafficking canoe,
which ran by accident upon it. Its destructive powers are said to ha~
beeu brilliantly illustrated. I have doubts about the truth ofthe story,
bowever.

Tbere is no other news of importance.
I seut (by a transport whicb was passing) information to General

Butler of the reported crossing of Fitzhugh, etc.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD HOOKF:R,
Actg. 1'01. Lieut., U. IS. Navy, Corndg. First Div., Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. I>ARKER, U. S. Navy).
Commanding l'otomac Flotilla.

Repm·t oj Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flo
tilla, regarding e.rpedition to Carter's Creek, Rappahannock Ri"er.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Fl~tilla, May 3, 1864.

SIR: I have t,he honor to report to the Department that on the 29th
ultimo an expedition under the command of Acting Volunteer Lieu·
tenant Hooker wa!l sent to Carter's Cre('k, and succeeded in destroying
eleven boats and canoes, a. large quantity of grain, and a. number of
log huts, said to have been used as barracks by the rebel soldiers. In
approacbin~ these, Acting l\Iaster Street, who had charge of the land·
in~ party, consisting of twenty-five seamen, fell in with a company of
rebel cavalry, who, doubtless mi:,;takiug hh~ force for the advance guard
of a much larger one, put spurs to their horses and fled.

Contrabands report that they had previously destroyed a large Dum
ber of commissary stores provided for their subsistence.

Lieutenaut Hooker seems to have well planned the expedition, and
Acting Master Street displayed boldness and decision in carrying it
out.

I am, sir, ver~' respectfully, your obedient servant~
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nat'y.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Na1']1, commanding
First Division Potomac Flotilla, of an expedition to Carter's Creek,
Virginia.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River,. Yirginia, April 30, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that yesterday, having stationed the
Freeborn at the mouth of the river, and the Tulip at the bay creeks
above, I proceeded in the Yankee, with the Fuchsia in company, to
Uarter's Creek, and entering advanced as far as the vessels could go,
then sent three armed boats under the command of Acting Master
Street, who went as far as the boats could go, landed and pushed.on
toward ·Whitestone, the headquarters of the Lancaster cavalry. Hav
ing advanced about half a mile he was met by a company of cavalry,
who delivered their fire but were soon routed. Soon afterwards a
large fire was seen near tbe place and Captain Street pushed forward
to it aud found that they were burning their commissary stores. We
also discovered a place where they were building a new camp, large
enough to accommodate nearly 1,000 men. Several log houses were
already erected and some tents; these were destroyed. Finding a
force collecting in his front, he then fell back to his boats, destroying
some grain and forage on his way.

While Acting Master Street was thus occupied, I bad employed the
remaining boats in overhauling some stores and cleaning out the small
creeks, etc., near the vessels.

The results of the expedition are one camp destroyed (they burning
tbeir own stores, etc.), a large quantity of grain destroyed, eleven boats
and canoes destroyed and seventeen brought away, a number of
horses, sheep, hogs, etc., brought away; also a number of contrabands
brought off.

The eatable stock I have divided among the vessels, and send the
Freeborn up, with the horses, canoes, and contrabands.

I further learned that a large (cavalry) force is crossing the Rappa
hannock at Port Royal with the supposed intention of getting between
our Army and Washington.

Also that there are in the Rappahannock River, at Bowlers Rocks,
i50 yards above Union wharf, two torpedoes; at Lowry's Point, two;
at Jones Point, just below Tappahannock, two; at Devil's Neek, just
above Leedstown, two; at the Gum Bottom, below Bristoe [BriscoJ
mines, one.

Very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD BOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. 8. Na7JY, Comdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy, .
Qommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Order of Oomma'lJiler Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Navy, commanding First
Division, enjoining mgilance against repetition of the affair of the Titan.

U. S. S. ELLA,
PotomM Flotilla, May 2,1864.

Sm: I have received your communication of April 28, and trust that
Lieutenant Fitzhugh will not be permitted by you to repeat the a1fair
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of the Titan, the force-under your command being in my opinion more
than adequate to prevent such an occurrence. Should he, however, do
so, and succeed in getting into the Piankatallk or Rappahannock "ith
a vessel, it must be remembered that there can be no danger from tor
pedoes in following closely in his wake.

Respectfully,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,

Oommanding First DifJision Potomac Flotilla.

Report oj Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Pot{)mac Flotilla,
oj the destruct-ion, by U. S. S. Ourrituck, oj a quantity oj grain.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, May 3, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report to the Department that on the 27th
ultimo Acting Master Hill, commanding the U. S. S. Ourrituck, suc
ceeded iu destroying 2,000 bushels of "rain, wbich were in process of
transportation to Richmond.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A.PARKER.

Oommander, OOMmanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary 0/ the Navy.

Report oj Aoting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Na'DY, oommanding
First Divi.sion Potomac Flotilla, regarding security oj Piankatank
and Rappahannook rivers.

u. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannook River, Virginia, May 5,1864.

SIR: Yours of the 2d insta.nt is at hand. In reply, permit me to say
that I have no idea of permitting Fitzhugh to get into either the Pian
katank or Rappahannock. I do not think any attempt would be made
to get a valuable vessel into the Piankatank, as the Titan showed them
the folly of it, and my thought about the torpedo was that some small
steamer, if captured, might try that river in hopes of ~etting a gunboat
destroyed.

My allusion to small force was on account of the vessels being absent
for coal and repairs, leaving only the Ourrituck here with me. The
want only existed for one or two days.

I think you may feel aBsured that no vessel will get'into either river.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD HOOKER,
Aetg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. Fir,t Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
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Letter from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooke,', U. S. Navy, command
ing First Division, to Commander Parker, U. S. Na'Dy, (~ommanding

Potomac Flotilla, regarding attack upon U. S. S. Wm. G. Putnam, in
York River, Virginia.

u. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, May 7,1864.

SIR: I send up the FuchsUr. for coal; she is all out. The Freeborn
and Bell will be out of coal on Monday, the Yankee on Wednesday,
and the Ourrituck on Friday or Saturday. If I take coal from the
Currituck, she, of course, will come into conflict with the others. As
the vessels however only want coal, I think I can keep them separated.

I have 110 new!'! to communicate; everything is quiet, although I
understand an expedition was planned a few nights ago to board the
Freeborn, in the mouth of the Piankatank, which failed, as she was
underway.

I am informed, too, that a few nights ago an attempt was made upon
. the Putnam, in York River, which was signally repulsed, costing, it is

said, the lives of everyone of the assailants. I trust that if the attempt
should be made here we should be able to give as good an account of
ourselves.

Very respectfully, your obedient ser\1ant,
EDWARD HOOKER, .

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. First Dil'. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PABoKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Fl/)tilla.

[Te~gram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 9,1864.
The Army of the Potomac are to Rend their wounded to Fredericks·

burg. They will open communication through Belle Plain. General
HaBeck asks that a couple of Ii~htdrafts ascend to Fredericksburg, if
possible. Be very careful of torpedoes, and send a prudent man to
command, who will use sound discretion about going up and the utmost
care.

G. V. Fox.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Mary" Md.

[Telegram.)

HEADQUARTERS POTOMAO FLOTILLA,
Piney Point, May 9,1864.

Commander Parker is now on the river coming down, and will be
here about 7 a. m. I am fitting the vessels, and will have everything
ready to start by the time he arrives.

G. V. Fox,
As,istant Seeretary of Navy.
N W R-VUL 0--27

T. H. EASTMAN,
Commanding, U. S. NO/DY.
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[Telegr&m.-Cipher.]

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Comdg. Potomac Flotilla, Naval Depot, St.Mary's River, Maryland.

NAVY DEPARTl\-IENT, May 9,1864.

Send one or two of your boats to Potomac Creek and Aquia Creek
t.o be on the watch for communications from the Army.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na",'Y.

rTeleKI'l'D'.]

ST. MARY'S, May 10, 1864.
(Received at Washington 7:50 p. m.)

I have just come from Potomac Creek. Heavy distant firing was
heard there from daylight up to 11 o'clock. From 11 until 12 : 30 o'clock
the firing had apparently ceased.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac FlotiUa.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

Commodore Parker wishes to have an iQlportallt conversation with
Captain J!'ox.

[Teleg'ram.]

ST. MARY'S, May 10, 1864.
(Received at Washington 8: 30 p. m.)

Abont 8 feet at Fredericksburg. The vessels I send can not get'
nearer Fredericksburg than 4 miles.

G. V. Fox.
F. A. P[ARKER1.

G. V. Fox.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'S, May 10, 1864.
(Received at Washington 8: 30 p. m.)

I am hard at work preparing more fenders for the flotilla.
F. A. P[ARKERJ.

[Telejpm.]

NAVY DEPAR'I''MENT, May 10, 1864.
It is reported that there are torpedoes in the Rappahannock about 5

miles below Port Royal, near a large frame building on the south side,
opposite a creek. Use great caution in advancing and run no risks.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Mary's, Md.



G. V. Fox,
Assistant Seeretary of J.Yavy.

T. H. EASTMAN,
Fleet Oaptain.
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lTelegram.]

S'f. MARY'S, May 10, 1864.
(Heceived at Washington 9:20 p. m.)

With the approval of the Navy Department I would prefer attempt
ing the ascent of the Rappahannock to Fredericksburg m;yself.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander 0/ Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Afay 10,1864.
My opinion is that yon had better remain in the Potomac and assist

at Belle Plain or Aquia Creek. It is not necessary at present to run
risks in the Uappahannock.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, St. j}[ary's, Md.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPAR'fMENT, May 10,1864.
General Halleck says that 1,500 cavalry have gone to Fredericksburg

and the senior officer there can be called upon to use his discretion.
Hooker ought to move up only in the daytime with boats ahead. It is
not a necessity to call for risk to the lives of officers and men. It is
hardly known here what the senior officer at Fredericksburg will do.
After giving orders to Hooker, I would go and see him and act OIl your
discretion after consulting with him. Perhaps, by protecting·the banks
of the Rappahannock, trausports might go up. This is for yon to exam
ine into and advise. A telegraphic cable is to cross at Mathias Point,
thence to Potomac Creek. or Belle Plain.

G. V. Fox.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Order oj Lieutenant-Oommander Eastman, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol1ln
teer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy.

U. S. S. KING PHILIP, l11ay 10,1864.
SIR: You will proceed here with all dispatch; the commander wishes

to see you.
You will order the ]'irst Division not to go up the Rappahannock

at all.
I will give you extra men to coal the Yankee as soon as you arrive.

Respectfully,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER,
Oommanding Yankee.



FOXHALL A. P ABKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lientenant HOOKER, U. S. Navy,
Commanding First Division Poto'11UUJ F lotilia.
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Order Of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer .Lieutert.
ant Hooker, U. S. Navy.

u. S. S. KING PmLIP, May 11,1864.
SIR: You must bear in mind while at Bowlers Rocks that it has been

asserted, and may be true, that the Satellite and Reliance were not
destroyed by Kilpatrick, but still exist

I am, respectfully, yours,

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'S, May 11, 1864.
(Received at Washington 5:10 p. m.)

The Freeborn broke her piston follower last night, on her way to the
Rappahannock, and had to be towed back to this place. I have just
returned from consultation with Lieutenant Hooker; have directed him
to proceed to Bowlers Rocks, a few miles below Tappahannock, and
thence to communicate to me all the information he can procure about
the torpedoes in the l{appahannock. Am quite sure he can get to
Bowlers Rocks without injury.

I am preparing torpedo catchers for all the vessels of the flotilla, anll
shall be ready to go to Fredericksburg whenever necessity may require.

Lieutenant-Commander Babcock sent word to me last night from
York River that the rebels would endeavor to place torpedoes in But
ler's Hole, the rendezvous during the day of the vessels blockading
the RapIlahannock. I think I know where the men who are engaged
in this business live, and if I can get army cooperation from point
Lookout will endeavor to capture them to-night. The peninsula
between the Rappahannock and Piankatank rivers is a guerrilla haunt
which I would efrectually break up had I 100 marines.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
OOfllmanding Potomac F lotilia, etc.

Hon. G. V. Fox.

[Telegram. J

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 11, 1864.
Army cooperation must be obtained from Point Lookout at the dis

cretion of the commanding officer there. No orderlol will be given at
this time from War Department. Marines from the barracks are
clumsy, and would require Btlveral days to move them. Any news from
Potomac Cre.ek'

G.V.Fox.
ComID8nder P. A. PARKER,

St. Mary's.
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ITelegram.)

S~l'. MARY'S, May 12, 1864.
(Received at Wa.<;hington 9:40 p. m.)

The gunboats in the Rappahannock have exploded several torpedoes,
picked up four safely near the mouth of the river, and are working on.

o F. A. PARKER.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.)

ST. MARY'S, May 12, 1864.
(Received at Washington 10:20 a. m.)

No news from Potomac Creek. I cooperated with the Army at Point
Lookout, and the expedition left last night.

F. A. PARKER.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary Navy.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the capture of Mid.shipma·1t Arthur, C. 8. Nm·y.

U. S. S. KING PHILIP,
Potomac Flotilla, May 12, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that on the night of
the 6th instant Francis Arthur, a rebel midshipman, was canght by the
Primrose while attempting to cross the Potomac from Virginia to Mary·
land, and sent to the provost·marshal at Alexandria.

I am, sir, very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
, FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
1 Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.)

NAVY Y ARD, ,M~ay 13, 1864-2:07 p. m.
I am just from Potomac and Aquia creeks. No news.

FOXHALL A. PARKER.
Hon. G. V. Fox.

Combined army and navy expedition to Mill Creek, Virginia, May 12,
13,1864.

lIeport of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomao Flotilla.

U. S. S. ELLA,
NQ/vy Yard, Wa~hington, May 16,1864.

SIR: Information having reached me on the afternoon of the 11th
instant that a party of rebels somewhere in the vicinity of Urbana were
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engaged in placing torpedoes in the Rappallannock and Piankatank
rivers, I determined to attack them without delay, and for this purpose
asked army cooperation of Colouel Draper, commanding at Point Look
out, who not only furnished 300 infantry (colored) and 15 cavalry, but
took command of them in person.

This foree, with the addition of a llOwitzer and 35 seamen, under
Acting Master Street, 'scoured the peninsula between the Rappahannock
and Piankatank rivers and the Piankatank and Mobjack Bay, from
the morning of the 12th to the night of the 13th instant, while Acting
Volnnteer Lientenant, Hooker during this time, with the boats of the
Yankee, Ourrituck, and Fuchsia, swept for torpedoes in the rivers and
creeks.

The result is that 11 of the rebels were killed, including- their leader
(Acting Master Maxwell), 10 taken prisoners, and a large number
wounded; a gristmill with an immense quantity of grain bnrned, 30
boats destroyed, many muleH and beeves brought oft'; 4 torpedoes
exploded and 6 taken up, and 4 kegs of powder captured.

Of our soldiers, 1 was killed and .f) wounded. Colonel Draper speaks
in high terms of Acting .Master Street and the seamen who accompanied
him on shore.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding First Divilliou Poto
mac Flotilla.

u. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappaha,nnock River, Virginia, May 14, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor tv report that after I left St. Inigoes on the
evening of the 11th instant I was met by the army tug Oommodore
Foote, with Colonel Draper on board, who informed me that he was
ready to proceed on the raid proposed in the morning and that he had
telegraphed to you to the eft'ect. Believing that it would meet your
approval, I at once proceeded to the wharf, and took on board troops, and
then pushed forward to this place. Owing to the slowness of the trans
port Star, which was in company, I did not reach the l{appahannock
as early as I wished to do, but before 9 a. m. (12th) I had landed, with
my small boats only, all the troops, cavalry included, also my howitzer,
its crew, anti twenty more sailors as a support. These were all under
the command of Acting Master Street, the army part being under the
command of Colonel Draper himself.

As soon as the column moved forward I detailed one boat from each
ship, the Yankee, Ourrituck, and Fuchsia, under the command of Acting
Master Cook, to look for torpedoes, of which we exploded several and
fished out two. About noon the Resolute arrived with a launch, and
I at once sent it to Captain Cook, and with her he went up Mill Creek,
destroying a large number of boats, some grain, etc.

In the meantime I had received word from shore that the expedition
was pushing forward toward the Piankatank, and at 6 p. m., leaving all
the other vessels, including the Dragon, which had arrived with a ooal
schooner, in charge of Actin~ Master Cook, I went to the Piankatank,
and at 10 o'clock p. Ill. had made my way to the head of Fishing Bay,
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and was iu communication wit.h the troops, learning that the movement
had heen a brilliant success. They had had a sharp figbt, losing 1 sol·
dier killed, 3 severely and 6 or 8 sligbtly wounded. The enemy had
lost 8 killed and some prisoners. Tbey were under tbe commaud of
Acting Masters .Jobn Maxwell and [Bennett G. J Burley; of tbese, Max·
well is killed and Burley a prisoner. Tbey also found some torpedoes
and a quantity of powder, all of which I scnd up by the Ourrituck.

At dayli~htyesterday (13th) the rest of the fleet reacbed me, and I
commenced at once to embark the troops for the purpose of carrying
them across the river. At 10 o'clock a. m. they were all landed again
on the soutb side of the Piau kat-ank and en route for Mathews Court
Bouse. At 8 o'clock p. m. they returned, having destroyed considera
ble property and brought away a large number of mules, cattle, etc.
The night was intensely dark and raining in torrents; we therefore
decided not to embark until daylight.

The Ourrituck brings up a part of the troops, plunder, etc.
The results of tbis expedition are: One mill and several granaries

foIl of grain burned; several torpedoes exploded and 6 captured,
together with a quantity of powder; about 30 boats destroyed; a large
number of cattle and mules, with somc carts, etc., brought oft~ to go to
the contraband farm.

The casualties on oor side are 1 killed and 5 wounded; the enemy's,
8 killed and 10 prisoners.

Our forces were 300 colored infantry and 15 cavalry, under Colonel
Draper, and 35 sailors, with a howitzer, under command of Acting
Master Street.

Colonel Draper and Captain Street both speak bighly of the sailors on
shore, wbile [ can but express my satisfaction at the promptitude with
which they have performed their duty by day aud uight, and iu an
almost constant rain storm.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD BOOKER,

Actg. rot. Lieut., U. S. NaV!I, Oomdg. First ])iv. Potomac Flutilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Beport of Acting Jluter 8treet, U. 8. NaVy, oommanding U. 8.8. Fuchlia,of the part borne by
that v_I in the upedition to Kill Creek, Virginia.

u. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Rappahannock River, Yirf/inia, May 14,1864.

Sm: In obedience to your order of the 12th instant, I would res
pectfully beg leave to submit the following report of the expedition to
Mill Creek, Middlesex County, Va.:

At 7 a. m., I arrived and anchored at the mouth of the creek, near
the torpedoes. Manning my small boats, [ rowed up the edge of the
channel, followed by the transport steamer Star with troops on board,
and succeeded in passing the torpedoes (pickets stationed to explode
them having fled on our approach) and landin/or Colonel A. G. Draper,
with 300 infantry and 15 cavalry, in safety.

After arriving ou shore, we found the lines leading to two lines of
.torpedoes.

Leaving an officer with a boat at each line, with orders to report to
you their whereabouts, I proceeded in company with Colonel Draper,

•
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with a howitzer from the Yankee and about 35 seamen, to the houtie of
Henry Barrack, where we had previously learned that 60 ~uerrillas

or marines were encamped, but upon our arrival they were not to be
found.

Taking with me a detachment of 100 men, I advanced up the Saluda
road to the gristmill of Mr. Barrack, which we found to contain a
large quantity of corn and wheat; this we burned, together with a
sawmill and a quantity of lumber adjoining, then proceeding down the
road leading to Fishing Bay on the Piankatank River, where by a
previous arrangement we were to meet the steamers.

Coming up with Colonel Draper (who had taken another road) at
the farm of Dr. Taylor, the force was halted to rest. On throwing out
pickets in the heavy woods, they discovered fonr torpedoes, two of
them complete, also powder, tar, beeswax, lines, etc., for their manu
facture.

At 2 o'clock we again advanced, but had not proceeded over 2 miles,
when a cavalry forco was discovered ahead. Immediately a long line
of skirmishers were extended, reaching from the Rappahannock to the
Pi~nkatank rivers, with the howitzer and sailors, in charge of Acting
Ensign J. A. Havens, to guard the road.
Advancin~ in this manner for about 1 mile, we came upon a force of

marines and cavalry concealed in a dense wood. After a brisk engage,
ment of about twenty minutes we succeeded in routing them, killing
10, among them Acting Master IJohn] Maxwell of tbe rebel Navy, and
captured 20, one of these, Acting Master Burley, a marine guerrilla,
and I think from documents found on him, to be also a spy. He was
one of the party who recently captured the tug Titan.

Of our force we had but 1 killed and 5 wounded. Not meeting with
any further resistance, we arrived at Fishing Bay at 5 p. m., where we
enc:amped for the night, the steamers not baving arrived.

At 5:30 p. m., on the morning of the 13th, the steamers Yankee,
Fuchsia, Ourrituck, and transport arrived (the Jacob Bell having arrived
during the night), when the troops were embarked, bringing oft' five
captured horses.

At 9 a. m., the expedition proceeded to Milford Haven, on the south
side of the Piankatank, and at 11 :30 landed and proceeded to Mathews
Court-House, capturing 1 8ergeant and 1 private; 0.180 60 head of cat
tle, 30 horses, forage, etc. The object of the expedition being accom
plished, we arrived at the landing at 7 p. m., but, being stormy and not
being able to take on board the hor8es and cattle, the force encamped
on shore for the night.

At 4 a. m. this morning we commenced to reembark the troops, and
by 11 o'clock had all on board.

Mr.IC. H.] Cobb, master's mate, and J. E. Seeley, surgeon's steward,
had charge of the seamen from tbis vessel.

The sailors performed their duties with their accustomed coolness
and efficiency.

I would also mention John [L. J Jackson, pilot of this vessel, who
accompanied the expedition as gmde, being perfectly acquainted with
the country, and the zeal he manifested in the cause is worthy of notice.

Respectfully, your most obedient servant,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Actmg Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding First Divisioo Pounooo Flotilla•

•



W.H.SMrL'H,
Acting Master, Oommanding SecomJ, Division Potomac Flotilla.

Commander PARKER,
Oo-m,manding Potomac Flotilla, Oare of Navy .1kpartme1~t.

HOll. G. V. Fox,
Ass'istant Secretary of the Navy.

P. S.-It is necessa,ry to reply in a few minutes, for the boat leaves
Ihis side for Belle Plain with telegraphic messages in twenty ruinutel:l,
hence my disturbing you now.
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[Telegram.]

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,May 13,1864.
(Received at Washington, D. C., 11:50 p. m.)

Sm: General Abercrombie desires me to convoy the steamer Star
to .Fort Delaware with 400 rebel officers and 7:000 rebel prisoners.
I have declined on account of baving no boat here out the Teaser. Can
I go myself' The Primrose bas not yet returned from her service and
the Tulip I have sent to St. Inigoes according to Captain Eastman's
orders. There are two m~jor-generals, Johnston [Edward Johnson)
and Stewart [Brigadier·General Ocorge H. Steuart]. The Star is now
alongside of the Read, as tbey have 110 guard on sbore.

Being, respectfully, etc.,

[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON, D.O., May 14, 1864.
DEAR Sm: Have you determined whether Acting Master Smitb ean

convoy the Star with tbe rebel prisoner8 on board, with the gunboat
Teaser, or not!

Very respectfully, your obedient l:lervant,
JAS. A. HARDIE,

Oolonel, I rupecror·General.

[Endorsement.]

Convoy the Star as requested by General Abercrombie.
G. V.Fox,

Assistant Secretary.
Acting Master SMI'rH,

Of the Potomac Flotilla, Oommanding Read.

Please send the above. al:l General A. is the best judge whether only
one boat should be left there.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 14,1864.
The Read hat! been sent to Fort Delaware to convoy 7,000 prisoners,

and only the Teaser i8 lefl; at Belle Plain and Aquia.
G. V. Fox,

. Assistant Secretary.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla. Waslttngton Na'vll Yard.



T. H. EASTMAN,
Fleet Captain.

Acting Volunteer IAeutenant E. HOOKER,
Commanding First Division Potomac F~tilla•
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[ TelegrlU11.]

ST. MARy'S, Jfa,y 14, 1864-11:10 a. m.
At Belle Plain and Aquia Creek are the following vessels: Teaser,

Primrose, Eureka, Resolute. CaJur de Lion on her way, by command of
Commander Parker.

T. H. EA.STMAN.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary Navy.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commandinf,
First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding proposed m01~ement up the
Rappahannock River.

u. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, May 14,1864.

SIR: For the past two or three days I have worked my men day and
night, and in an almost constant rain. I have been wet through and
through myself, and am to-day suffering intensely from my shoulder.
My officers and men are almost worn out. I therefore propose to rest
my men over the Sabbath, and on Monday morning will move up the
Rappahannock. I trust this conrse will meet your approval. Captain
Cook will tell yon how constantly the men have been kept moving.

I send you a horse and some other trophies of our raid.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Nav,l/, Comdg. First Div. Potomac lllotiUa.

Commander F. A. PARKlm, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Order of Commander Parker, U. S. lVa'/JY, commanding Potoma(J Flotil14,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Rooker, U. S. Navy, commanding Firlt
Dimsion.

U. S. SCHOONER MA1'THEW VASSAR, jMay 14,1864.]
SIR: Yon will proceed with the Yankee, Fuchsia, and Jacob Bell to

Fredericksburg- and order the Currituck and Dragon to keep the river
open from Bowlers Rocks to the mouth.

By telegraph order from the commander:
Respectfully,

....
Order of OOTnmander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Pot{)mac FwtiUa,

to Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant Hooker, l'. S. Navy, commanding First
Division, to proceed up Rappahannock River.

U. S. SCHOONER MATTHEW VASSAR, May 15, 1864.
SIR: You will proceed up the Rappahannock Uiver in obedience to

the orders given yon by Commander Parker. Yon will observe the fol
lowing rules in addition:

First. I...eavo the Anacostia oft' Piankatauk.
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Second. Let the Currituck keep the river open behind you all the
time.

Third. When you get to Bowlers R()(:ks send the Bell to St. Inigoes
with dispatches.
. Fourth. Keep the vessel!'! fitted with fenders ahead all the time.

You will send the Dragon with launch, crew', lIoud officers to me
immediately.

By telegraph order from the commander:
Respectfnlly,

T. n. EASTMAN,
Fleet Oaptain.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER,
Oommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'S, May [15], 1864.
I have sent the Freeborn, p'uchsia, and Yankee to Fredericksburg

under command of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, agreeably to
orders of the Department. In anticipation of this service I have been
for the last week preparing torpedo fenders for the Fuchsia and Free
born, which I trust will protect them from injury. The Yankee is
ordered to bring np t.he rear, and the Fuchsia, which will be in advance,
will drag a grapnel astern of her. Hooker is a very careful officer, but
the servic6 is a very hazardous one, as information lately received from
the Rappahanllock leads me to believe that therQ are torpedoes off
Urbana, Union wharf, Bowlers Rocks, Oircus Point, Fort Lowry,
Tappahannock, Leeds fLeedstown], 5 miles below Port Royal, and at
Port Royal. If a body of troops were sent from Fredericksburg on the
south bank of the river to meet our advancing veBBels, I think it
would be well.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander.

G. V. Fox.
Assistcwt Secretary Navy.

Report of Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Division Potomac Flotilla, of intended departure for Urbana.

U. S. S. YANKEE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, May 16, 1864.

SIR: In accordance with your orders I send up the DragOR, with
launch, crew, etc.

I have been confined to my bed since Saturday night and am scarcely
out of it now.

Acting Master Street, with a detachment, has gone to Carter's Oreek
to secure Mr. MoorlYi from thence to Urbana, at which place I shall
join him as soon as I can get the coal schooner away, probably before
noon.

Your letter I have handed to my executive. The reason of the irreg
ular sending of the message to you I will explain anon, of the other
matters I will inform lDyselt~
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If I get through Bowlers Rocks to-night I will send the Bell; if not,
I will send her to-morrow.

The launch's crew have done good service, and beeu prompt and obe
dient in the performance of their duty both day and night. I am well
pleased with the om.cer in charge.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD IIOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., lJ. S. Navy, Comdg. First Dil'. Potomac Flotillu,.
Lieutenant-Commander THOS. H. EASTMAN, U. S. Navy,

Fleet Captain, Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 16,1864.
Push up the Rappahannock and clear the river of torpedoes as fast

I\S you can with Rafety and certainty of leaving ]\0 torpedoeR behind
you to blow up transports. At Fredericksburg you will find tele
graphic communication open with Washington. Report from there at
once.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary.

Commander F. A. PARKER
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Mary's, JId.

[Telegram.]

U. S. NAVY YARD,
TVashington, r,l{a,y 16, 1864]-11 : 30 p. m.

Your telegram just received.
I suppose the l"ankec and FuclUlia, are to-night at Tappahannock, and

to·morrow afternoon will be at Port Hoyal on their way to Fredericks
burg. If a cavalry force could be sent down the south. side of the Hap
pahannock from Fredericksburg to Port Royal to-morrow, the passage
of the gunboats would be greatly facilitated. When last heard from
this morning, they were above Urbana and doing well.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. P AREER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac lliotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

&creta,ry of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

FREDERICKSBURG, May 1.9, 1864-6 :30 p. m.
(Heceived at 'Washingtou 6:-10 p. m.)

Here all right at 2 p. m. The river is clear and patrolled.
E. HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.
NAVY DEPARTMENT.
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[TelegraDl.]

ST. MA.RY'S, May 19,1864.
(Received at Washington 8:20 p.m.)

Hooker has reached Fredericksburg without injury to vessels or men.
I think the river perfectly safe for transports, as it is patrolled by gun
boat.s, aud especially if the army guard the south side from Freder
icksburg to Port Royal.

F. A. PARKER,
0Q111/mander.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report ofActing Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Division Potomac Flotilla, of expedition 1llJ the Rappahannock
River.

U. S. S. YA.NKEE,
Off Fredericksburg, lra., May 19, 1864.

SIR: I have the bonor to report t.hat on Monday, the 16th, in accord
ance witb your instructions, I moved up to Union wharf, making land
ings at various places to obtain iuformation. During Monday night I
sent an expedition on shore, uuder command of Acting 1\Iaster Street,
wbich destroyed some property and brought off a quantity of bacon,
which was found in a wagon.

On Tuesday morning I started two parties in boats, one on the north
side of the river, under Acting Master Schulze, the other 011 the south
side, under Acting Master Cook, to drag for torpedoes around Bowlers
RoCkS, llnd also to examine the beach for curds. As the boats approached
the southern shore cavalry were seen advancing. I therefore sent the
Currituck to protect the boats, but she unfortunately grounded, and I
bad to seud the Bell to her assistance, having first sent Acting Master
Street to her, his vessel being·too deep draft to go, and the commanding
officers of the Bell and Currituck being both away in the boats. I then
advanced with the Yankee to the support of the boats and opened fire
eflectively on the cavalry. Subsequently others appeared near the
Ourrituck and Bell when they opened fire, killing or wounding several.

The reach near Bowlers Rocks was thoroughly oYerhauled, and with
the Ya1~kee and Fuchsin I went to Fort Lowry. where a large company
of cavalry showed themselves on the hills, but kept at a very respectful
distance.

The Ourrituck did not get afloat until the next tide, and I did not
send the Bell to you as directed, she being required to assist the
Ourrituck.

At 2 o'clock a. m. Wednesda;y, the 18th, the Ourrituck and Bell
reached me, bringing the order, per Dragon, for me to go to Fredericks
burg. At daylight the Dragon came through the reach and we felt our
way to Tappahannock. A party was IIere landed, under Acting Master
Street, but gained not.hing. From here I sent the Dragon back to keep
open communicatiollH to the mouth of the river. The Ourrituck I kept
with me so that I could use her boats with the drags. I also had a
boat and crew from the Anacostia, which vessel was left at the mouth
of the river.

Dragging all the places where we had reason to suppose torpedoes
would be placed, we slowly proceeded. Landing parties were also
constantly sent OIl. shore to try and get person13 and information. At
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one place a white man caIlle on board, saying he knew very nearly
where the torpedoes were, and offering his services. as guide in ship or
boats. From thence my advance was a little more rapid, the Flwhsia
leading and the Currituck next, these vessels having fenders ahead.
(my own broke the first day), next the Yankee, and last the Bell.

Every suspicious place was carefully drag~edbnt no torpedoes found.
By some contrabands I was informed that several had been exploded
by some persons on shore, and that ~ome had been taken up. Why
tbis was done tbey did not know. Cautiously advancing in this way [
reached Pratt's Point below Port l{,oyal at !) o'clock p. m., and anchored
for the night. Through tbe day occasionul squads of cavalry bad been
seen and Ruspicious thickets had been shelled. My landing parties
had in one or two instances found places and articles which appeared
to have been used for fitting torpedoes, and two or three buildings
were burned.

At daylight on Thursday morning (the 19th) I sent the Currituck
back, sending the Anacostia's boat and crew with her, and advanced with
the Yankee, Bell, and Fuchsia. The reach around Pratt's Point having
been carefully examined, we passed on to Port Royal. Near here the
wreck of the Satell-ite was seen, burned to the water's edge. Of the
Reliancc I saw no trace, and suppose she has sunk out of sight.

From Port Royal the channel is very narrow and crooked and is
bounded by high bluffs. Feeling confident that no torpedoes were in
this part of the river, I pushed forward at a rapid rate. Unfortunately,
near the barricade the Fuchsia grounded, and I had to wait for a rise of
tide to get her oft'. At 1 o'clock p. m. we were at the barricade and our
boats soon sounded a passage, through which we passed, the Fuchsia
and Yankec tonching parts of wrecks but receiving no damage, From
this point, 6 miles, the water is very shallow and our passage was diffi·
cult; the Yankee and Bell, however, reached the wharves, off which we
are anchored now. The Fuchsia is atanchorabontamilebelow, unable
to come farther; in fact the Yanke(! can only move at high water. 'While
coming through this reach the Yankee struck arock with her starboard
]Iaddle, breaking out four wooden and one iron (balance) buckets. The
Fuchsia also struck it but received no injury.

1 shall send the Bell in the morning to stake out tJ,le channel through
the obstructions.

From Occupacia Creek up we saw no signs of the enemy, although a
company of cavalry, sent down from here last night for the pnrpose of
communicating with me and delivering your dispatch of the 18th, met
him ill such force 15 miles below }~redericksbul'gthat they were obliged
to retire. .

Very respectfuJly, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

ActO. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Na1'y, Comdg. First Div. Potomac FlotiUa..
Commander F. A. PAR.K;ER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.)

POINT LOOKOUT, May 20, 1864.
Government transports leave .the mouth of the Rappahannock River

for Fredericksburg at daylight. Will you see that they afe properly
convoyed all the way! The lower part of the river has been attended
to tor the first trip.

F. A. P ABKER.
Oaptain HOOKER, U. S. Navy.
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[Telegram.)

POINT LOOKOUT, May 20,1864.
SIR: Your telegram received. Send Fuchsia to-morrow. ,;Let her

use the same precautious in descending the Rappahannock as were used
in ascending. Is the Bell with you t

F. A. PARKER,
Oommander.

Eo HOOKER, U. S. Navy.

Report of Actinfl Master Street, U. S. Navy, cammanding U. 8. S. Fuchsia,
of the m01lements of that vessel in tJlP- Rappahannock Ri1'er.

U. S. S. FUOHSIA,
Rappahannock Rit,er, Virginia, ).Hay 21, 1864.

Sm: Having received orders from Captain Hooker to proceed to St.
Inigoes for stores, but baving [faHell 1 in with Currituck oft' Carter's
wharf, convoying the steamers Lizzie Raker and Keyport, with barge in
tow, and she having stores on board for the Yankee, and verbal orders
to convoy the above until she fell in with a steamer bound down, and
fop her to convoy to Fredericksburg, I therefore deemed it proper to
return to Fredericksburg with them.

I left the barricade this morning at 7 o'clock (6 miles below Freder
icksburg), passed down the river 100 miles without molestation, but
have every reason to believe that I shall meet with the enemy on my
way np to-morrow, as they are now acquainted with our movements. I
do not apprehend any trouble except from riflemen at present, but in
a day or two they may have fieldpieces to dispute our passage. The
enemy have their scouts on the right bank of the river to within 6 miles
of Fredericksburg. I shall be out of coal in two days, but may get a
supply from the transports. My engineer is very much in need of valves
for his pumps. I am now lying oft' Fort Lowry; will start at daylight
in the morning; expect to be at Fredericksburg by 6.

Hoping that my movements may meet with your approbation, I aID,
very respectfully, your obedient servant,

[Commander] FOXHALL A. PARKER.

Report of Commander Parker, e. 8. NallY, commanding Potomac Fwtilla,
transmitting report of Lieutenant- Commander Eastman, U. 8. Navy, on
torpedoes taken from the Rappahannock River.

"G. S. S. KING PHILIP,
Blaki~tone Island, May 21, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a report of Lieu
tenant-Commander Eastman in relation to the construction of the tor
pedoes lately removed from the Rappahannock River a.nd the manner
of nsing them as demonstrated by the explosion of one of them in the
St. Mary's River on the 18th instant by my order.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

eommander, Commanding PoW-mac Flotilla.
Hon. 0 IDEON WELLES,

Secretary olthe Navy.
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[Encl08nre.)

T. H .. EASTMAN,
Lieutenant-Oommander, U. 8. Navy.

Oommander FOXHALL A. PARKER, .
Oomma·nding Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. SCHOONER MATTHEW VASSAR, May 18, 186.f.
SIR: .In obedience to your order, I report the following experience in

the use of a torpedo taken from the rebelli in the Rappahannock River:
The torpedo is a cylindrical tin veMsel, with a second small cylinder

at the top, and with three apertures, one on the side and bottom, for
the purpose of receiving the powder, which apertures are afterwards
closed with a gutta.pei-cha wad, and on the wad outside is a covering
of beeswax and tallow.

The other aperture is at the top, and is fur the porpose of receiving
a friction primer, which is put in first, and the apertore then made
water-tight by filling in with beeswax and tallow mixed.

The friction primer is attached to the end of a wire, which extends
from the outside to the center of the vessel, so that the primer lies in
the middle of the powder always.

To prevent the primer from having any lateral motion, three wires
are soldered on to the sides of the vessel and join in the middle nearly,
so that the primer Dlay pass through their bent ends withoot danger of
catching or moving.

The small cylinder at the top of the torpedo is covered with a tin
cap 80 as to hold the pulling line and prevent it from being touclled
nntil the torpedo is sunk, at which time the cap is removed and the
line led oot to the shore.

The torpedo holds about 50 pounds of fine priming powder, and I
enclose here a diagram showing dimensions, etc.

After informing myself thoroughly as to the manner of using this
new weapon (by carefully opening one), I explo<led another in the fol
lowing manner:

Having attached a sinking weight to the two handles which are on
the sides, I pulled with a small hoat into the channel and then rau my
line ashore, and after this was done, I carefully removed the tin cap and
lowered the torpedo in 3 fathoms water.

The boat was then pulled ashore and the line pulled from about 50
yards back in the bushes, when, without any noise, a column of water
GO feet high and 5 feet in diameter was thrown up, and, covering the
woods with spray, fell, sending a circular wave about 1 foot high to the
surrounding shore.

The appearance was grand, and if a ship was directly over one of
these torpedoes she would, in all probability, be sunk; but if alongside
(except receiving a quantity of water ou deck), I do 110t believe ,.he
would be injured.

With the information gained, I feel competent to use t.he remaining
torpedoes against the rebels whenever it is required of me.

Respectfully,
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Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding destruction of the light on Blakistone Island.

U. S. S. KING PHILIP,
St. Mary's, Md., May 21, 1864.

8m: I have to report to the Department that on the nigbt of the
19th instant 12 rebels, beaded by a man named Goldsmith, landed in a
81Dall boat at Blakistone Island, and destroyed the lens and lamp and
carried off 15 gallons of oil belonging to the light-house at that point,
withont doing further injury.

I have requested Colonel Draper, commanding at Point Lookont, to
station a guard at Blakistone Island, at Piney Point, and on board tbe
light-ship off Smith's Point, during the time that tbe vessels of the
Potomac Flotilla are required for the protection of the army transports
at Aquja Creek, Belle Plain, and in the Rappahannock, and for the con
voying of vessels carrying prisoners of war to Fort Delaware and Point

N W R-VOL 5--28



T. H. EASTMAN,
For Commander Parker.
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Lookout. And I am of the opinion that while there are so many rebel
sympathizer!'! in Maryland and on the eastern shore of Virginia none
of the light-house!'! there located are safe without a gnard on shore to
protect them.

I have the hOllor to be, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Powma{) Flotilla..
HOll. GIDEON WELLES,

A~ccretary of the Na1'Y.

[Tfllegram.)

ST. MARY'S, MD., l[ay 22,1864.
Send along the FlldUlia and act according to former orders. Captain

Parker i8 out on the river. l::3end me report of news every twenty-four
honrs. T. H. EASTMAN,

Fleet Captain.
Captain E. HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

FredcrickJlbllrg.

[Telegram.)

FREDERICKSBURG, May 22, 1864.
(Ueceived at Washington 10:25 1\. ro.)

Transports Keyport (with tow) and L. Bakcr are here all right, con
voyed by Fuchsia.

E. HOOKER, U. S. Navy.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Sem'etary N a1'Y.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 25,1864.
General Halleck reports that five army boats are detained at the

mouth of the Rappahanllock on some technical ground. Fredericks
burg is to be a.bandoned to-morrow, therefore pass up all army boats
without convoy or passes. Do not check army operations.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Fl.otilla, St. Mary's, Md.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'S, May 25,1864-9 p. m.
(Received at Washington H: 10 p. m.)

The gunboats have orders to take up all transports at any time, and
to convoy them all the way.

The Fuchsia came this morning from Rappahannock, and reports that
no transports were at the mouth, out she left orders to convoy them
up as soon as they wish to go.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secreulry Navy.
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For Oommander Parker.
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[Tell"gram.)

NAVY J)EPAR'nIENT, May 25,1864.
What General IIalleck means is that, rather than have a momen·t's

delay about convoy, he will take all the risk. In army lUovcmentR their
boat!! should not be delayed except, for grave reasons.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Commander l~. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Mary's, Md.

[Telegram.)

ST. MARY'S, May 25, 1864-9: 10 p. m.
(Received at Washington 9:20 p. m.)

I have just sent a gunboat to the Rappahannock to see to the convoy
ing of transports.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 25,1864.
The Secretary of War would like to have tug vessels at all times

guarding Point Lookout while so many prisoners are there.
G. V.Fox,

Assistant Secretary.
Oommander P. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Mary's, Md.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'S, May [25), 1864.
(Received at Washington 10 p. m.)

Two gunboats are stationed at Point Lookout now.
T. H. EASTMAN,

For Oommander Parker.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary Navy.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Na'V'!J, oommanding
First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding disabled condition of u. S. s.
Yankee.

u. s. S. YANKEE,
Off Port Royal, Ya., May 25,1864.

SIR: I regret to report that the Yankee's rudder is disabled. I have
80 far repaired it that I have been able to readl this place. I shall con
tinue my endeavors to make my rudder work until the campaign is over,
but am not very sanguine of success. I must have a new rudder.



436 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK,

The coal schooner I met this morning and stopped. her here. We are
leaving Fredericksbnrg as fast as possible.

The transport8 are passing, all under convoy.
I telegraphed you yesterday, but was informed that the line was

broken up, I was also informed that the railroad was infested with
guerrillas.

I have given some coal to the transports, they being all out, and shall
get the schooner unloaded and oft' as soon as possible.

Plea,\le write and give me instructions.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy,Oomdg. First Div. Potomac Fwtilla"

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
ofthe arrival at Fredericksburg, Va., of U. S. steamers Yankee, Fuchsia,
and Jacob Bell.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Navy Yard, Washington, May 26,1864.

Sm: I have the honor to report to the Department that the Yankee,
Fuchsia, and Bell reached Fredericksburg on the 19th instant, since
which time the Rappahannock River has been open for transports from
its month. '

As the gunboats were compelled to ascend the river (by my instruc
tions) with their torpedo fenders down and to send flanking parties
ashore and boats ahead (to sweep for torpedoes) in the narrow and
sballow parts of it, their progress was llecessarily slow, but they bad
the satisfaction of reaching :Fredericksburg without the loss of a man;
tbe only injury sustained being the breaking of five buckets of the
Yankee's starboard wheel by striking a rock.

So impressed were the rebels with our operations on the 12th and
13th instant, as detailed in my report of the 16th instant, that accord·
ing to the statements of refugees, they immediately thereafter, to pre
vent their falling into our hands, either exploded or removed all the
torpedoes wbich they had placed in the river above Bowlers Rocks.

In Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, commanding First Division
Potomac I<'lotilla, who conducted the advance to Fredelicksburg, the
Government possesses a most valnable officer.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tlte Navy.

['.Pelegram.]

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
St. Mary's, May 27, 1864.

After careful enquiry, I flnd tbat not a single transport was detained
by the vessels of this flotilla. Some, however, were unprovided with
pilots and coal, and bad. their wants supplied by the Yankee. The Prim
rose is gnarding the telegraph cable, the Teaser cruising in upper Poto·
mac, Tulip in lower, Freeborn and Bacon at Point Lookout, Matt/t"ew



G. V. Fox,
Assistant Su-retary.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Master W. T. STREET,
Oommanding U. S. S. Fuchsia..
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. rassar at this depot. The rest of the flotilla, gnard vessels Sophronia
and Hugel excepted, are in the Rappahannock, whither I am about going
in this vessel.

F. A. PARKER.
Oommander, Oommanding Powmac Flotilla.

Bon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant &eretary of 1'I'avy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 28,1864.
Let a gunboat watch the cable across the Potomac now that tb4

troops for its protection are withdrawn.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Poromac Flotilla~ St. Mary's, .1Id.

[Telegram.]

PORT ROYAL, V A., JlIay 29, 1864.
(Received at Wa8hiugt{)n 5: 15 p. m.)

The Primrose guards the cable and the Tea.ser near to her.
F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Powmac Flotilla.
Hon. G. V. Fox.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, .
to Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia, w
proceed to Port Royal, Ya.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ, May 29, 1864.
Sm: You will, at early daylight, proceed to Port RoyallVa.], and

report to Acting Volnnteer Lientenant E. Booker and give him the
dispatch accompanying thiM order.

When yon have towed the Yankee as far as Captain Booker desires,
you will return np the river until you meet the flagship. •

You will be careful to shell all suspicious places, as the rebels are
reported to be ou both sides of the river.

Respectfully,

[Enclo8ure,1

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ, May 29, 1864.
8m: You will proceed down the river in tow of the Fuchsia until you

reach the vicinity of Circus Point, where you will receive from the
Ft'ee!Jot'n the Eureka's launch, etc.

You will give Captain Arthur the enclosed order and then work your
way down to the month of the river; communicate with the Ourrituck
and give Oaptain Cook the enclosed order.



F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla..
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You will, until further orders, eruisc oft' the month of the river, tak
ing advantage of the first opportunity to send the Eureka's laul\('1I, etc.,
to St. Inigoes, and if your rudder can not be made to work, order the
Resolute to tow you to the depot for repairs.

Should you meet the C(J'ur de Dion near the mouth of the Rappahan
nock, and she should need a Rappahannock pilot, please exchange
with him.

Respectfully,
FOXHALL A. PARKER.

Commander, Oommanding Potomac Flotdla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER,

Commanding U. S. S. Tankee.

[Telegram.]

PORT l{,OYAL, VA., May 30, U,64.
(Received at Washington, 9 a. m., 1\lay 31.,

Port Royal has been evacuated by the Army. I am about moving
down the river with General Abercrombie, protecting the rear of aud
convoying the transports.

Ron. G. WELLES.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommandcr Parker, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, transmitting extract from commissary
general ofprisoners, Poillt Lookout, Md.

:NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 31,1864.
SIR: I herewith transmit a copy of an extract of a letter of the 20th

instant, addressed to the Secretary of War by the commissary-general
of prisoners, relative to stationing a steam gnnboat at Point Lookout,
Md., for the protection of the depot and the security of the prisoners
held at that place.

You will take Auch measures to secure the object in view as you may
deent expedient.

Very respectfuUy,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tile Navy.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, WlUhington, D. C.

[EncIOllnre.-Extrnct.]

OFFICE OF COMMISSARY·GENERAL OF PRISONERS,
Point Lookout, Md., JIay 20,1864.

• • • • • • •
There are two gunboats lying off the depot, one a sailin~ vessel, but

I am informed by the commanding officer that he is frequently left with
the sailing vessel alonc, which makes him comparatively helpless in
unfavorable wind or a calm amI exposes him to capture by an nnex
pected attack. I would therefore respectfully recommend that applica
tion bemade to the NavyDepartment for a Rteam gunboat, to be stationed



T. H. EASTMAN,
Lieutenant-Oommander.
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permanently at the depot, to gnard against a descent of the enemy from
the Virg-inia shore and to overawe tpe prisoners. The two vessels should,
if possible, be generally present, but if one is detached it should be the
sailing vessel.

• • • • • • •
W. HOFFMAN,

Oolonel Third Infantry, Oommissary-General Prisoners.
Hon. E. M. STANTON,

Secretary of War.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting report of destruction of toreck of u. S. S. Satellite.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Port Royal, Va., May 31,1864.

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a report just
received from Lieutenant-Commander Eastman.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomao Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON "~ELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

[Enclosure.]

u. S. S. OOMMODORE READ,
Port Royal, Va., May 31,1864.

Sm: In obedience to your order, I examined the wreck ofthe U. S. S.
Satellite, and report her as entirely destroyed, except her boiler, which
was in good condition, and it was evident, from its position on the side
of the vessel, that the rebels had been at work getting it ashore, and
were prevented from succeeding by your advance division of gunboats.

As it was not practicable to bring it away, I placed in it one of the
torpedoes captured from the rebels (containing 50 pounds of powder)
and exploded it successfully, tearing the boiler into strips and breaking
up what remained of the wreck.

I also brought off 60 fathoms of a heavy iron cable and an anchor
weighing 1,000 pounds, which I think the rebels intended to stretch
across the channel, as oue end of the cable was fast to a heavy spike
near the shore.

Respectfully,

Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Division Potomao Flotilla, regarding movements of the enemy in
Virginia.

U. S. S. COM~IODORE READ, May 31, 1864.
The enemy's cavalry are in heavy foree near Fredericksbnrg; one

report says in Fredericksburg. The Bell and two transports are 1I0t
yet returned from there. Tile troops are marching down.
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E. HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U.S.Navy, Oomdg.First Di.". Potomac Flotilla.

COIllmanderF. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Mosby is between the Rappahannock and Potomac, endeavoring to
cut the telegraph. A large force ofcavalry, said to be commanded. by
a general, is on the north side of the Rappahannock below here and
another on the south side. We lost fifteen wagons from a train within
4 miles of Port Royal [Ya.] last night.

It is said that they are throwing up a battery on the north side of
the river below here, but I do not know where.

The trains are nearly all gone from here, and everything will be away
in two days.

I have a large copper torpedo. General Abercrombie wishes to see
the fuse, 80 I will retain it till I see the commander.

The above information comes from General Abercrombie.
Twenty thousand dollars' worth of furniture, etc., were destroyed at

the residence of Major [T. P.] Turner, of Libby Prison, by soldiers who
have been under him as prisoners and were just exchanged.

If the Bell does not come down by morning, I shall send the Burn
side.

As I have but little time, I respectfully ask that the verbal report of
Acting Master Street, based on these minutes, be received. as a synop
sis of my report, etc.

Very respectfully,

Report of Oommander Parker, commanding POtomfW Flotilla, regarding
contraband refug~B.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
St. Mary's River, June 2, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department, that in the Rappa
hannock 116 coutrabands (men, women, and children) took refuge on
board the vessels of this flotilla, who were landed at Point Lookout, Md.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obeditmt servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS POTOMAC FLOTILLA,
St. Mary's, June 2,1864.

(Received at Washington 6 a. m.)
I have just arrived from Port Royal, which was evacuated. last even·

ing. All the transports reached the mouth of the Rappahannock in
safety.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.



4. Fuchsia.
5. Currituck.
6. Anacostia.
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Ord-er of Commander Parker, U. S. Nal'Y, commaruJiI/!/ Potmnac Flotilla,
to Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. ~Yavy, commanding First
Division, regarding vessels of his command.

U. S. SCHOONER }\fAT'l'HEW VASSAR, June 2, 1864.
Sm: The First Division will be composed of the following· named

vessels:
1. Commodore Head.
2. :Freeborn.
3.' Bell.

They will have the following stations:
Commodore Read.-Mouth of Happahannock HiveI'.
Freeborn.-Mouth of Piankatauk.
Bell.-Mouth of ·Wieomico.
Fuchsia.-Mouth of Piaukatank.
Ou·rrituck.-Point Lookont, Smith's Point.
.flnacostia.-Point Lookout, Smith's Point.

Respectfully,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. IIOOKElt,

Commanding Fir.~t Div'i,s'ion Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
tran81nitting report regarding disposition of furniture from abandoned
plantation.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, June 9,1804.

Sm: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter from
Actiug l\'Iaster Oommanding W. T. Street.

I would respectfully ask instructions regarding the piano.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commaltding Potomac 1?lfltilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Endoraelllont,j

It is to be regretted that'the piano is taken. Now better be turned
over for confiscation, or to be retained by proper authority for proper
disposition hereaflier.

W[ELLES].
[Enclosure,]

u. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, May 24, 1864.

SIR: While on my way down the river I had occasion to anchor for
the night near the plantation of Mr. Taylor, about 12 miles below
Fredericksburg.

On landing with a small force, I learned that the place had been
abandoned for the last year, and the owner serving in the Army of the
enemy; also that our soldier8 had been at the place during the day and
destroyed a great quantity of forage and household furniture.
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In the house was a piano, and feeling assured that it would, together
with thc other articles, be destroyed, I gave orders to have it taken on
board.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient sel'vant,"rM• TELL STREET,
AcUng Master, Commanding.

Acting Volm.lteer Lieutenant EDWARD ITOOKER, l:". S. Navy,
Commanding First D'ivision Potomac FI{)tiUa.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Fl{)tilla,
regarding d'isposition of furniture from abandoned plantation.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, June 19, 1864.

SIR: Agreeably to your order of the 16th instant I have directed
Acting Master Street to turn over the piano taken from the planta.tion
of Mr. Taylor to the proper agent of the Treasury Department for
receiving all abandoned property in the insurrectionary districts.

I believe Acting Marter Street took the piano from the best motives,
but I have ordered that in future no furniture be taken from private
houses under any circumstances.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Oombined army and nary e;1:pedition to Northern Neck of Virginia, June
11-21, 181;4.

[Telegram.]

Sl" INIGOES, June 11, 1864.
Captain Street comes down in the Read to take command of the naval

landing party, and has orders from the commander to work with you as
your combined judgment dictates. Captain IW. II. T] Smith commands
this naval force afloat in the expedition, and I think the commodQre's
arrangements complete. May you have every success.

T. H. EASTMAN,
Fleet Captain.

Colonel DRAPER.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Eutman, U. 8. Navy, bet oaptain, to Acting Kuter Street,
U. 8. Navy, oommanding U. 8. 8. Fuohaia.

[JUNE 11, 1864.]
You will be ready to move by sundown with a company of men, as

follows: Fuchsia,20 men, 1 officer; Au(/(;osti(/, 30 mell, 1 officer; Read,
20 men, 1 officer; Sophro/lia, 30 men, lof1icer. All to have three days'
rations cooked, 50 rounds of ammunition.

THOMAS II. EASTMAN.
Captain STREET.
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Order of A.cting .uter Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia, to A.cting Ensign
Jlitchell, U. S. Navy, executive officer.

u. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Potomac Fl()tilla, June 11, 18GJ.

::5IR: You will have ready to move at sundown 20 men from this vessel
with three days' cooked provisions and 5() rounds of cartridges; these
men to be equipped for shore duty.

Respectfully,
WM. TELL STREET.

Acting Master, Oommmtding.
Acting Ensign G. B. MITCHELL,

Executive O:fJicer.

[Telel:l'&lll.]

Use your judgment; burn grain and othep things you think propel';
take boats, etc., nets, seines, etc. I see lots of canoes below us. I
think we had better clean them all uut.

Be as expedition", as possible.
He darkies, bring off, etc. You know what to do. Again, use your

own judgment.
Do you want the launch T

HOOKER.
Captain STREET.

Report of Acting .uter Street, U. S. Navy, COIIlJIW1ding U. 8. 8. Fuchlia.

U. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Potmllac Flotilla, June 1:"i, 1864.

8m: I respectfully beg leave to make the following report of my
movements on the expedition to Virginia:

On the morning of the l~th instant 500 soldiers, 50 cavalrymen, and
100 sailors were landed at Pope's Creek, Virginia (Northumberland
Connty), the former under the command of Colonel A. G. Draper, the
latter under my own command. Landing in safety, we proceeded out
to the main road, where a force consisting of l;)() soldiers and 12 cav
alry were detaclled, with orders to proceed to Smith's wharf, on the
Rappahannock, and thence down the Rappahannock side of the neck to
Warsaw, while the main body moved down the road via Northumber
land Conrt-House (Montross), and were to form a junction with the
former detachment at Warsaw. \Vhen we were about 4 miles from
Montross a second detachment was sent to Nomini Bay, to communicate
with Captain (W. H. T] Smith, and inform him that the vessels would
be commnnicated with at Machodoc Creek on the following day, and
that all the horses, cattle, etc.. wonlll be taken oft· at that point. Three
of our advance cavalry, on riding into Montross, were fired upon (by
men snpposed to belong to Goldsmith's party), but knowing that a force
was coming up, they took to the woods amI made good their escape.
Remaining here a short time, we proceeded to the crossroads leading to
Warsaw, where at dark we encamped.for the night and to wait for the
second detachment to come up. Having- taken a number of cattle,
horses, farming implements, etc., up to this point, and as I knew the road
to and place of embarking at Machodoc, it was thought best that I



WM. TELL STREET,
Acting Ma.ster, Commanding.

Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.'
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should take a sufficient force (50 sailors and 9 cavalry) and proceed to
that point with our captures, while Colonel Draper, with the main force,
took the crossroad to Warsaw. Accordingly I sent Acting Ensign
Nelson, in command of 50 sailors, to accompany Colonel lJraper, it
being understood between the colonel and myself that we would join
our forces on the following day at the jnnction of the two main roads
farther east. 1 arrived allll communicated with our vessels at Macho
doc Creek at 9: 30 p. m., where I encamped for the night. On the
morning of the 14th Colonel Draper, with a sllJall cavalry force, rode
over from Warsaw, and stated that he had communicated with our
vessels on the Happahannock, and proposed to take everything on
board the vessels and move around to Union wbart~ where he would
join us with his force. This proposition met with the approval of Cap
tain Hooker and myself, from the fact that we could join him in a much
shorter time than by marching across the land. It was found however,
ane,r coming to this conclusion, that the Oommodore Read had not suffi
cient coal on board to proceed.

The result of the expedition thus far has been as follows: One
hundred and fifty head of cattle, .3:l head of borses, 20 sheep, a large
qnantity of farming implements, 8 prisoners, one of them Mr. Seeley,
formerly of the U. S. Navy, and 50 contrabal1ds. All the above were
taken to Point Lookout in transports. I am pleased to add that the
sailors behaved better on this than lon] any former occasion, and ha.ve
become quite efficient on sllOre duty. .

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. B. Navy, oommandjng Fint Divilion P0to
mac Flotilla, of attack by the enemy.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Union Wharf, Rappahannock River, Yiryinia, June 17,1864.

Sm: I send the Bell for coal, and shall be pleased to have her, return
as quickly as possible, as the Freeborn will be out in two or three days.

The Fuchsia, bas not yet arrived.
We arrived yesterday at noon, and I at once embarked the sailors

which were on shore. In the afternoon the enemy attacked our troops
with a small body of cavalry. From the persistence with which they
held their ground, I concluded they had strong reenforcements near,
and expected a night attack, but the night I believe has passed with
only some sharp skirmishing. I have not, however, communicated
with shore this morning.

The cattle collected are nearly all embarked, and it is proposed to
embark the troops and land thelll again near Tappahannock. Captain
Street will, from his intimate knowledge of the country, render valuable
service on his arrival.

I shall leave one vessel to guard the channel at Bowlers Rocks.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EnwARD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Na1'Y, Comdg. First Dil). Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Potomae Flotilla.
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Beport of AotiDg VollU1te8r Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding Fint Division Poto
mac Flotilla, of renewed attack by the enemy.

u. S. S. COIDIODORE HEAD,
Off Union 1Vharj; Rappahannock Rit'er, Virginia,

June 17, 1864-3 p. m.
SIR: The enomy, 300 strong, and with a reserve, numbers unknown,

renewed the attack this morning at 7 o'clock. The fighting was but little
more than a tlharp skirmishing in the woods with 150 men OIL our side, but
lasted until 1 o'clock p. m., when the enemy fell back with considerable
loss; how much I do not know. They are now rallying at Farnham
Church and fortifying.

We propose to embark all onr troops this evening, and land on the
other side of the river, near Occnpacia Creek, at daylight to-morrow.
There are said to be about 500 men there. I think, however, that some
of them have crossed and are in the force oppose.) to us to-day. 13Y
this move we hope to 8urprise and rout those on the south side of the
river, and thns throwing those on the upper side off their guard, to be
enabled to come back and whip them too. It will be a very great
assistance if we can have one or two howitzers to help us along, and if
you send them I shall be much pleased, as will also Colonel Draper,
who makes special request for them. I would like one or two more
vessels also to keep the river open below us.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWA.RD HOOKER.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flot'ilia.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Eastman, U. S. Navy, fteet captain, to AotiDg Volunteer
Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding Fil'IIt Division.

u. S. S. ELLA, June 18,1864.
Sm: The Fu.chsia will come with an order from the cOlllmander. He

orders that no sailors be landed, antI that yon cover and protect the
army, but as the commander's intelltions and wishes have not been car
ried out, he will not have any confused work. The Freeborn is to be
sent llere for coal, as the eommallder considers that the Read, Fuchsia,
and Bell are able to clear the river at any time.

Respectfully,
T. H. EASTMAN,

Fleet Uaptain.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. IIOOKER,

U. fJ. S. Read.

Iutrootiona from Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, oommlUlding Potomac Flotilla, to Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding Fint Diviaion, regarding auiltanoe
to be rendered to the Army from the river.

u. S. S. ELLA,
St. j'lfary's, Md., June 18, 1864.

Sm: I have just received yours of the 17th instant. When the pres
ent expedition was ill contemplation I proposed sending two howitzers
and 100 seamen from the tlotilla to accompany Colonel Draper on shore.
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He, however, thought the howitzers would impede hig movements, and
I therefore, greatly against my OWIl judgment, sent the men without
the pieces. This force Oolonel Draper thougllt it proper to divide,
sending a portion of it across the country from the Potomac to the
Rappahannock, and advising that "the rest be seut arouud by water,"
by which division the naval commander whom I had selected was left
on board the Commodore Read, while an officer in whom I had just
expressed a want of confidence remained in command of the shore
party. I can not now permit either seamen or howitzers to be landed
on either bank of the Rappahannock, to engage in enterprises of which
I know not the nature. You will therefore, immediately upon the receipt
of this, notify Oolonel Draper that you are ready with the gunboats
under your command to reuder him all the assistance possible from the
river, but that the land force must consist of soldiers alone. He can
certainly get reenforcements from Point Lookout should he need them,
as J have three gunboats stationed there at this time.

I am, respectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,

C01nmanding First Di'vision Potamac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. B. Navy, commanding P'Uat Divim.OJl
Potomac Flotilla, of engagementll with the en8ll1Y at Union wharf, Layton's wharf, and
Tappahaunook, Va.

u. S. S. OOMMODORE READ,
O.tf Tappahannock, Rappaha,nnock River, Jttne 21,1864.

SIR: I send the Freeborn for coal, and on ller return shall come up
myself.

My last communication was up to 3 o'clock p. m. Friday (17th). At
about 6 o'clock p. m. of that day the enemy were found to be in posi·
tion about three-fourths of a mile,from Union wharf, amI were DO doubt
meditating a night attack. I at once opened upon them from this ship,
aud soon the cloud of dust moving along tile road showed that they
had been dislooged. Guided by the dust I continued shelling them
until they were out of ran~e. As soon as it was dark we commenced
embarking the troops, and had nearly accomplished it when the enemy's
cavalry made a dush at the wharf, but my crew being still at quarters,
they were promptly met by a broadside from this ship ano skedaddled
in confusion.

At 2 o'clock a. m. Saturday, we were underway and steaming op the
river to Layton's wharf, about 18 miles above Tappahannock, where we
landed the troops. I also made an impromptu fieldpiece by lashing a
boat carriage upon a cart axletree ano mounting a bowitzer upon it;
with this gun I 15ent twenty 1511ilors. At this place we learned that two
regiments of infantry which had been foraging in that region 1100
cro15sed the day before amI gone to Union wbarf, arriving there prob
ably about the time at which we left. Thus, fiudiug the country open
to us. we at once went to work intending to embark all the cattle which
could be got near here at this wharf, and then with my ships and the
transports I would drop down to Tappahannock while the troops
marched down. Just before night, however, our troops were driven
back by a detachment from Hampton's Legion. The legion, it was
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reported, was 10,000 strong, and was driving Sheridall before it. At
about sunse"t the detachment which was Ilrivillg our men came within
range of the Read's guns and received such greeting tllat they soon
left. Finding the la.nd route to Tappahannock cut off, we at once set
about embarking the troops, and at 3 o'clock Sunday had everything
afloat, and at 4 o'clock were underway. At 7 o'clock we arrived off
Tappahannock and after reconnoitering landed the troops. At this
place the Bell and Fuchsia joined Ufl, bringing your letter in reply to
mine of Friday.

Two of the transports being full of cattle, horses, ete., they were dis
pa.tched to Point Lookout and the Fuchsia sent to Bowlers Rocks. The
Bell I anchored below the town and the Freeborn above, while with
the Read I took position in front of the town. At about 3 o'elock p. m.
our pickets were driven in by the enemy's cavalry, but they ill turn
were soon routed by the guns of the Rell.

We have been at work all night embarking horses, cattle, ete., and
the transports are so loaded that I am obliged to take the troops on
board the gunboats. The tfl\IISports which left yesterday will probably
be back before noon and relieve our decks.

This (Tappahannock) will probably be the last point of operation.
The raid has been a success. Between 400 and 500 head of cattle,
nearly 200 horses, as many sheep, and several hundred contrabands
have been obtained, besides a steamer loall of farming utensils to go
to the "contraband farm." .

I will make a report covering all the movements soon, but feel much
nrore inclined to sleep than work at present. Officers and Illen have
worked day and night and done their duty faithfully and promptly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Na'VY, Oomdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Detailed report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. B. Navy, oom......djng Firwt
Divmou Potomac Flotilla.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappa.hannock River, Virgi'nia, June 21, 18{j4.

8m: I have the honor to report that I joined this ship on the morn
ing of Sunday, June 12, at Pope's Creek, at which place the expedition
with which she was cooperating was then landing. At 11 o'clock a. m.
the whole force, consisting of 500 troops (cavalry and infantry) under
Colonel Draper, and 100 sailors, under Acting Master Street, took up
their line of march.

The gunboats Teaser and Resolute then proceeded to their stations,
while with the Eureka I remained to assist one of the transports which
was aground. At 6 p. Ill., the transport being afloat, I proceeded with
the Eureka and four transports in company to Nomini Creek, where at
10 o'clock p. m. I communicated with a detachment of our troopl,l which
had arrived with a drove of cattle. In attempting to get the transport
Favorite to the wharf she grounded and was not got afloat tlntilnearly
daylight. I tllerefore dispatched the Eureka with the remaining trans
ports to Machodoc Creek, which was to be the next place of rendezvous,
and at whi'.'h place they would find the Teaser stationed.
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At noon (Monday, 13th), having embarked all the cattle, I proceeded
to Machodoc Cl'eek and ~ent the Eureka, with two boat1\ from this ship
up the creek to communicate with the land for<~es. At sunset she
returned with the information that Acting Ma~ter Street, with a. detach
ment of soIdier~ and ~ailorl', was bringing down a large number of
cattle and horses, etc., and at about midnight he arrived. Tuesday
(14th) and Wedne~day (15th) were employed in embarking cattle on
the tranAports and in examining the various est..'ttes about Ma.chodoc.

Beardsley, a seaman from the An(U'ostia, was mortally wounded
wllile here by the accidental discharge of his gun.

At sunset on Wednesday, everything being embarked, including the
troops which were at thiR point, and which were embarked for trans
portation to the Rappahannock, wldeh was to be the futnre place of
operations, the fleet got underway and tIle transports proceeded to
Point JA>okout to discharge their cargoes of cattle, while this ship, with
the Eureka in tow, went to St. Inigoes for coal.

At St. Inigoes Acting Master Street returned to his own ship (the
Fuchsia) and the sailors were returned to their respective vessels. At
1 o'clock a. m. (Thursday, 16th), having finished coaling, I left for the
Happalll1nnock, stopping at Point Lookout to put Captain rW. H.]
Smith on board his vessel (the Tulip) and to take in charge the trans
ports at this place. I also landed a number of contrabands which I
had brought from Machodoc.

At 4 a. m. I left Point Lookout and proceeded direct to Union wharf,
Rappahannock River, arriving at noon. At this place we found the
gunboats Freeborn and .lamb Bell. The troops were also on shore with
a large number of cattle, wllich were at once transferre(l to the trans
ports, the wharf being rebuilt for that purpose. Tbe sailors on shore
were also taken on board this ship, they being very footsore, etc.
During the afternoon our force was attacked by a small body of cav
alry and sharp skirmi~hingcontinued through the afternoon and the
early part of the night, the enemy constantly receiving reenforcements.
At about 7 o'clock a. m. (Friday) they renewed the attack with 150
cavalry and 150 infantry, under the command ofJLieutenant] Colonel
Meriwether Lewis, having also a large reserveun er Goldsmith. Onfl
hundred and fifty of our men were at once thrown into the woods and
kept np a sbarp skirmishing until about 1 o'clock p. m., when the
enemy retired to Farnham Church, on the Heathsville road, and com
menced throwing up breastworks under the supposition no donbt that
we were going to Heathsville. At about 6 o'clock p. m. we found tha.t
the enemy were rallying again at Pierson's Corner, the place where the
fighting had been. I at once opened upon them from this ship and soon
dislodged them, and guided by the dnst shelled them until out of
range. The troops were now embarking, and when they were nearly
all off a dash was made at them by the enemy's cavalry, but a few
shells from this ship dispersed them.

From this place two steamers loaded with cattle and horses were sent
to Point Lookout.. The Jacob Bell was also sent for coal.

At 2 o'clock a. m. the fleet was again underway and steaming up the
river, and at 6.30 a. Ill. (SaturdaJ') we arrived at Layton's wharf, about
18 miles above Tappahannock. 'Ye here learned that two regiments of
infantry bad crossed the river from this place the da.y before and
marched down to Union wharf, expecting to meet us there. .

We here found a wharf which required but little repairs, and on it
we soon landed the troops. I also got up au impromptu fieldpiece by
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lashing a boat carriage upon a cart axletree and mounting a howitzer
upon it. W4th this gun I sent twenty sailors. The plan arranged was
that horses, cattle, etc., collected should be sent to this wharf and be
put on board the transports, and the troops should be marched to Tap·
pahannock, but in the afternoon we were attacked by a considerable
force of cavalry, which was reported to belong to Hampton's Legion,
said to be only a few miles off.

The transport being loaded with cattle, it became necessary to take
the troops, cavalry horses, and all on board the gunboats. At 3 o'clock
a. m. Sunday everytlling was embarked, and at 4 o'clock a. m. we started
for Tappahannock. At this place the Fuchsia, Bell; and two transports
joined us. The two loaded boats were at once sent to Point Lookout,
the troops were landed, and before night one transport was filled with
horses and cattle. During the afternoon a cavalry dash was made at
us but was soon dispersed by the guns of the Jacob Bell. By midnight
the transports were all loaded again and it became necessary for us to
again embark the troops on board the naval vessels, which was accom
plished by 5 o'clock a.m. Monday, and at 6 o'clock we moved down the
river. At Union wharf we found that the enemy had burned the wharf
which we had repaired.

At sunset we reached the mouth of the river and met the transports
which h!\d been sent to the point. Here Colonel Draper left me, and
with the loaded transJ)9rts went to Point Lookout, while I at once went
to work to transfer the soldiers, horses, etc., from the gunboats to the
remaining transports, at the same time receiving from them a few tons
of coal to help out our necessities. The transfers were accomplished
by 3 o'clock a. m. Tuesday and the transports left for Point Lookout,
thus closing the expedition which had lasted from Saturday, June 11,
to Tuesday, Jnne 21.

Of the results of the expedition in horses, cattle, contrabands, etc., I
am unable to give a reliable estimate. Iu casualties we have lost from
the Army 2 killed and 2 prisoners; from the Navy,l seriously (probably
mortally) wounded, 1 missing, and 2 or 3 very slight wounds.

The loss of the enemy in killed and wounded we have no means of
ascertaining, as they were always in superior force and carried their
casualties away with them. Two, however,we know of, mortally wounded
and 15 prisoners are in our hands.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. 8. Na1'y, Oomdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, oommanding Potomac Flotilla, traDamittiDg letter
from Colonel Draper, U. S. Army, regarding cooperation of the flotilla with the fol'llII under
hit _maUll

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, June 29, 1864.

Sm: I have the· honor to enclose to the Department a copy of a letter
just received from Colonel A. (j.. Draper in reference to the cooperation
of the flotilla with the forces under his command in their late expedi
tion to the northern neck of Virginia and to the south side of the
Rappahannock, in the vicinity of Tappahannock.

• N W R-VOL 5--29

\
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Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker is the senior officer present
spoken of by Colonel Draper.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[EnOIOllUMl8.J

HEADQUARTERS ST. MARY'S DISTRICT,
Point Lookout, Afd., June 22, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the signal services rendered
by the flotilla under yonr command in the recent expedition to Virginia
by the combined naval and army forces, the army portion of which was
under my command.

The very important assistance rendered by the flotilla, and the cheer
ful cooperation of all the officers of the diil'erent vessels, require more
than an ordinary acknowledgment from me, for, not content with per
forming the usual service of naval vessels in similar circumstances, they
allowed their gunboats to be med for the transportation of captured
property which could not be put upon the transports, thereby subject
ing themselves to great inconvenience and annoyance. Denying them
selves needful rest and sleep, they labored night and day, assistiug in
the embarkation of captured property and aiding the Army in every
possible way.

I~ would be impossible to overestimate the valuable assistance reno
dered by the gunboats in covering our different landings, and in shell
ing the enemy, who frequently threatened to attack the land forces dur
ing the difficult operation of embarking.

My thanks are especially due to the senior naval officer present for
his courtesy, thoughtfulness, and constant cooperation.

Accept, sir, the assurance of my profound regard, and permit me to
remain, with much respect, your obedient servant,

ALONZO G. DRAPER,
Colonel Thirty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops, Commanding District.

Oommander FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomao Flotilla, giving liat of prizel of
war, received from Colonel Draper, U. 8. Army.

u. S. S. ELLA,
PotOmM Flotilla, July 6, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report to the Department that I have sent to
the prize court at this placc (Wasbington, D.O.) the following articles,
viz, 9 boats,6 wagons, 3 horses,3 boxes of tobacco, 14 bags of wool,
delivered over to me by Oolonel Draper, U. S. Army, as prizes of war
in his recent expedition to the northern neck of Virginia, when a party
of fifty seamen accompanied him.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obellient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding PotomM Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

. .
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Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Eastman, U. 8. Navy, lIeet captain, to Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Firat Divillion, regarding depredations com
mitted during the Draper raid.

C. S. S. ELLA, August 5, 1864.
SIR: You will eudeavor to ascertain the particulars with regard to

the entering of houses during the last raid under Colonel Draper and
yourself.

The commauder desires to know if any sailors or officers behaved
improperly toward unarmed or unprotected women, or if anything was
stolen from women by your men.

Respectfully,
T. H. EASTMAN,

Fleet Captain.
.Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER,

Commanding T.I. S. S. Commodore Read.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Firat DiviliioD
Potomao Flotilla, regarding depredation committed during the Draper raid.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Rappahannock Ril,er, Yirginia., Reptember 1,1864.

SIR: I have, so far as I have been able, made enquiries regarding
the improper entering of houses and depredations by the sailors during
the Draper raid, and I am unable to learn that any improprieties were
committed by our sailors, nor do I think that they were guilty of any
such conduct. I am aware that such things were done by the negro
soldiers, aud some of them were severely punished by Oolonel Draper
for it. The sailors, however, I believe to be guiltless.

Very respectfuHy, your obedient servant,
. EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut, U. S. Navy, Comag. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

U. S. Plag-Steamer Don, Commanding Potomcw Flotilla.

[T~legram·l

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 20,1864.
The Baltimore leaves Washington at 4 p. m. to-day. Let a fast gun

boat accompany her from the mouth of the Potomac to Old Point and
return with her. Commander Parker will go if he is at St. Mary's.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
St. Mary's.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 22,1864.
Have suitable convoy ready to go from Point Lookout with prisoners

to Fort Delaware to·morrow afternoon.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commander F. A. PARKER, or
Lieutenant·Oommander T. H. EAS1'MAN,

Navy Yard, Washil£gton,.D. C.
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IT~legram·l

NAVY YARD, 'VASHINGTON, JU1le 22, 1864.
(Received at3:17 p. m.)

The Commodore Rea,d will be ready to-morrow afternoon to convoy
prisoners.

T. H. EAfIT.MA.N.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.

Capture 0/ guerrillo.s, June 23, 1864.

Report of CommaDder Parker, U. B. :Navy, commanding Potomac notWa, of the capture of
guerri11u at the mouth of RappabaDDooIr River.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, June 29,1864.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department that an expedition
sent on shore near the mouth of the Rappahannock on the 23d instant
by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker succeeded in capturing the
following guerrillas: Robert G. l1. '] Boss, lieutenant, 0. S. Army, com·
manding band; Hiram Carter, lieutenant, C. S. Army; William H.
Deagle, private, who were turned over to the provost-marshal at Point
Lookout, Md.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commandi'nfJ Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary 0/ the Navy.

Beport of AatiDg Volunteer LieuteDaDt Hooker, U. B. :Navy, oommndiDg Pint DiviIiaD
Potomac :P1otilla.

U.S.S.COMMODORE READ,
St. Inigoes, Md., June 23,1864.

SIR: I have the very great pleasure to report that from information
which I had received I was induced to land a detachment of my men
last night, under command of Acting Master ~treet, for the purpose of
capturing some guerrillas said to be at the mouth of the Rappahannock.

The party consisting of 30 men and 3 officers left Butler's Hole in
boats towed by the Jacob Bell at 9 o'clock p. m. At 10:30 p. Ill. they
entered Sturgeon Creek! and landing, sent the boats back to the Bell,
which vessel at once took them to Jackson Oreek, Piankatank River,
while with the Co'nmodore Read I cruised off Broad and Stnrgeon
creeks. At 7 o'clock this morning the Bell retnmed with the expedi
tion on board, it having been eminently successful in snrprising and
capturing the following guerrillas and torpedo men, viz: Robert G. r~· 'J
Boss, lieutenant, C. S. Army, commanding band; Hiram Carter, tieu·
tenant, C. S. Army; William H. Deagle, private (commanded the party
which fired on Actin~ Master Tole); Isaac Deagle; John Harvey; H.
0. Martin, M. D., resident surgeon, but said to be connected with the
band.
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These prisoners I have turned over to the commanding officer at
Point Lookout,

A horse belonging to olle of the officers I have landed at this place.
Very respectfully, etc.,

EDWARD HOOKER, etc.,
Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Letter from Aotini' Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker. U. B. lfavy, oommudiDg:ru.t DiviIiaD
Potomac Flotilla, to ColoDel Draper, U. B. Army, trauferriDg oaptured guarrillaa.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Point Lookout, Md., June 23,1864.

Sm: I beg leave to report to you that on a successful raid made by
my men last night, 1 captured the following guerrillas and torpedo
men, viz:

Robert G. rr. '] Boss, lieutenant, C. S. Army, commanding the band;
Hiram Carter, lieutenant, C. S. ArmYi
William H. Deagle, private (formerly ill command of a band);
Isaac Dea~le, private;
John Hardy, private;
Dr. H. C. Martin, resident surgeon, but supposed to be connected

with the band.
Of the above, Boss is an old offender and reported to have been guilty

of many atrocities, murder included.
William H. Deagle has killed several of our men, and Acting Master

J. C. Tole carries a scar in his face from his bullets.
J. Hardy sooms not very offensive.
Dr. Martin is a resident physician and his services are probably

needed by the people living near him; perhaps a parole would cover
him. .

I turn over the above prisoners to your charge, etc.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Colonel DRAPER,
Comnw,nding Forces at Point Lookout.

Letter from. the chief quartermaster, Washington, D. C., to the Secretary
of tke Navy, requesting protection of gunboat to wO'rking party at Aquia
wharves.

CHIEF QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICE,
Washington Depot, Washington, D. C., June 23,1864.

Sm: The Quartermaster-General has informed this office that guer
rillas are destroying the wharves at Aquia Creek, and directs. that such
of the lumber, etc., as may not be destroyed be brought away. In
order that this may be done I have the honor to request that a gunboat
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be Rent to protect the working party, and that I may be informed at
what time it will be there, provided the request can be granted.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. H. RUCKER,

Brigadier-General (tOO Qua,·terma~ter.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na1'y, WMhington, D. C.

\Endo......ment.]

Write to Parker and have him communicate result to Department.
[G. WELLES.]

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotill4,
of the presence of a U. S. gunboat offAquia Creek, M protection against
guerrillas.

U. 8. 8. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, June 29, 1864.

8m: In reply to your letter of the 23d instant, I have the honor to
inform you that a gunboat is now stationed oft' Aquia Oreek, waiting
to protect the detachment from the Quartermaster's Department.

A gu.nboat has always been stationed near Aquia Oreek, with orders
to shell guerrillas whenever they make their appearance.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Destruction of salt works in Shelton Creek, Virginia, ,June 30, 1864.

Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, July 6, 1864.

SIR: 1 have the honor to inform the Department that on the 30th
ultimo an expedition sent to Shelton's oreek, on the Rappahannock
River, Virginia, by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, succeeded in
destroying a salt works recently established there, with its evaporators
and tanks.

A uumber of buildings connected with the works, with carts, wood,
and grain were burned.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL' A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Allt1Dlf Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8, Navy, commanding Fim Divilion
Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. S. OOMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, July 1, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that from information which I had.
received I became convinced that within a short time extensive salt
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works had been established on the Rappahannock, and consequently
started yesterday to look for tb..em, having in company the Bell and
Freeborn. During the afternoon I sent Acting Master Arthur, with
three armed boats, to examine Shelton's Creek near the Corrotoman,
and he there discovered the salt works, built in an excavation which
comple1;flly hid them from view. There were several large evaporators
and tanks, and the negroes there stated that the works would make 75
bushels of salt per day; that they had been in operation about three
weeks, and were at work for the Confederate Government.

In connection with the works was a large stable, a granary contain·
ing about 200 bushels of corn, a number of wagons and carts, about
100 cords of wood, and several flatboat8, used to carry the salt across the
river; that there were also a few barrels of salt. The evaporators and
tanks were broken up, and all the buildings, grain, carts, wood, etc.,
burned. The boats also were destroyed. The llOrses, 12 in number, the
negroes said, had been taken away when they saw onr boats approaching.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S..l'lavy, Oomdg. First Di1'. Potoma.c Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Beport of Acting J[aater Arthur, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Thomas Freebom.

U. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, June 30,1864.

SIR: In obedience to your order I took two armed boats from this
vessel, accompanied with one from the U. S. S. Commodore Read, and
landed at Shelton's Creek, about 30 miles from the mouth of the Uap·
pahannock River, where I found an extensive salt works, six large
kettles containing 30 gallons, and a large vat or tank containing about
150 gallons of water. The construction was entirely hidden ti-om the
river, a place having been cut in the bank for its erection.

I also found a large quantity of grain, agricultural implements, and
tinner's tools. As I had no means of getting them off, I set fire to the
buildings and burned them. The salt works I entirely destroyed, with
about 100 cords of wood which had been hauled there for the purpose
of lIfQking saIt.

Information I received from the negro that attended the workS was
that he could make 75 bushels of salt per day, which was conveyed
acro88 the river ill boats and sent to Richmond.

It had been in operation only three weeki.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. A. ARTHUR,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,
U. S. S. Commodore Read.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Di1,ision Potomac Flotilla, of expedition to Dividing Creek, Vir
ginia, for the capture of guerrillas.

U.S.S.COMMODORE UEAD,
Wicomico River, Virginia, July 4, 1864.

SIR: A day or two ago I received information that a company of
guerrilla cavalry was abou.t being formed ill the lower part of the neck
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between the Rappahannock and Potomac rivers. Having learned the
names of some of the citizens engaged in the movement, I last night
sent an expedition of 45 men and 4 officers, under the command of Act
ing Master Street, to try and capture some of them. This party was
taken iuto Dividing Creek by the Freeborn and Bell, with orders to land
the men at early daylight to join me in the Great Wicomico, the.distance
across being about 6 miles. The landing was made at10 p. m., the Free
born, however, unfortunately disabling her rudder in leaving the creek,
and being obliged to anchor oft' the bar, by which accident the arrival of
the Bell was delayed.

With the Read and Fuchsia I proceeded to the Wicomico River, where
I landed 20 men, under Acting Ensign Shurtleff, to cooperate with the
detachment from below should they need assistance. .

The expedition was not as successful in captures as I had hoped it
would be. I, however, have Thomas Bell [Ball '1, a captain in the Con
federate Army, and the same man who murdered a cavalry officer when
Kilpatrick's forces were in this region about a year and a half ago;
also his young brother, l\ lieutenant ill the guerrilla company.

The expedition arrived in safety on the banks of Mill Creek, at which
place I was to take them off. My boats from below not having arrived,
the embarkation was made more difficult. While embarking the men,
two of the FuchBiaJs men, Dennis Murphy, quartermaster, and John
Lloyd, seaman, stole away from the party and secreted themselves in
some place, takiIl~ their arms with them. As soon as missed, a party
was sent in search of them, and while searching, 3 of the party were
intercepted by a cavalry force of about twenty men, and 2 of the
the number (Simon Terwilliger, coal heaver, and Joseph Willet, lands
man, both from the FuchBia), were captured, they being completely sur·
prised in doing so. The cavalry company forming now numbers, I am
informed, 100 men, and as many more, it is I:laid, will be added soon.
As yet they have no thorough organization, but are being formed by a
Captain Eubank, of the regular Oonfederate cavalry. At 10 a. m. the
remainder of the party were embarked safely, and soon after, the (:av
airy coming within range of our gnns, I dispersed them with my 100
pounder rifle, throwing several shells into their midst, but with what
effect I am unable to say. Subsequently Captain Eubank, under flag
of truce, offered to exchange two of the sailors for the officers in my
hands, man for man, an offer which I at once declined.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Acting Volunteer Lieute1u;"nt, U. S. Na'D-y.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report ofActing Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia,
regarding expedition WJ Dividing Oreek, Virginia, fot' the capture of
guerrillas.

u. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, July 4,1864.

SIR: Agreeably to your order of the 3d instant to take command
of a shore party, consil:lting of 45 meu and 4 officers, to be conveyed to
Dividing Creek, Virginia, in the U. S. S. Freeborn, and thence by land
to Mill Oreek, on the [GreatJ Wicomico River, I would respectfully



FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER,
Oommanding llirst Division Potomao Flotilla.
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report as follows: The force was landed at the farm of--, on Divid·
ing Creek, at 10 p. m., not finding any force here. I learned, however,
that a cavalry force was seen in the vicinity dnring the day. Pushing
on to the residence of Oaptain Ball [Bell'l, we succeeded in capturing
him, and also his brother (a private). From here we proceeded on the
road to Mill Creek, marching a distance of 8 miles, searching several
houses on our way for soldiers, arriving at the mouth of the creek at 4
o'clock a. m. this morning, and made signal to be conveyed on board.

After sending on board balf of the command, it was reported that
two men, named John Lloyd, seaman, and Dennis Murphy, quarter
master, left the ranks without permission. I accordingly ordered Mr.
Cobb, master's mate, to go in search of them. While so doing a cav·
alry force rOde up and capured two men named Simon Terwilliger, coal
beaver, and Joseph Willet, landsman. Not having a sufficient force
on shore, and knowing that a large cavalry force was in the vicinity, I
did not deem it prudent to pursue. I regret exceedingly the 10813 of
four men; yet it would not have occurred had it not been a direct dis
obedience of orders by Murphy and Lloyd.

Very respectfully,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting Maste1', Oommanding.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,

Oommanding First Division PofAjmac Flotilla.

Letter of disapproval from Oommandefo Parker, U. S. NaffJI, commanding
Potomac Flotilla, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Nf1ID1J,
commanding First Division.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, July 6, 1864.

Sm: I have received your communication of the 4th instant and' am
not surprised at the result of your expedition.

I very seriously disapprove of seamen being sent after cavalrymen
out of the range of your guns.

Respectfully, yours,

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding moVtmumts of Oonfederate
oaval't"'!J on the peninsula.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, July 6,1864.

Sm: I send up the Fuchsia to St. Inigoes to·day, and as soon as she
returns I will come up myself.

There is no news of importance except the gathering of cavalry en
the neckbetween the Rappahannock and Potomac rivers. One company
of the Second C. S. Cavalry is there nnder Captain Eubank, and it is
reported that five more companies are organizing near Heathsville and
Whitestone. To-day there is a rumor of qnite a body of them at Oarter's
Creek preparing ambuscades, etc., hoping to catch some of our boats.
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If a strong force were landed at Kinsale to sweep the peninl:lula
down, I have no doubt but they would get many prisoners and a quan
tityof fine horses.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS NEAR BERMUDA HUNDRED,
July 7, 1864-10 p. m.

(Received in cipher 12 p. m.)
A rebel deserter reports that it is part of Early's plan to attack

Point Lookout and release the prisoners, amusing us meanwhile at
Martinsburg. This is sent for what it is worth.

Colonel TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, [July 8, 186l.J
Take additional precautions relative to covering the camp of prison

ers at Point Lookout and its approaches by your gunboats. Answer.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Fl.tilla, St. Mary's, Md.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'R, MD., J1tly 8, 1864.
(Received at Washington 12: 40 a. m.)

Telegram received aud will be obeyed. I send another gunboat now,
making three in all.

T. H. EASTMAN,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Nat'y,!or Commander Parker.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretm'y Navy.

[Telegram.]

BALTIMORE, July 10, 1864.
(Received at Washington 12: 40 a. m.)

Rebels undoubtedly cnt Northern Central Road at Cockeysville and
also at Texas, :3 miles this side. It is now confidently believed they are
making for Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Road to endeavor
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to cut it and destroy the bridge. This is merely small cavalry raid.
Impression still prevails main body of rebels gone toward Annapolis
.Junction. Of course Baltimore and Ohio Railroad badly damaged;
Northern Oentral and Baltimore and Ohio sent considerable [of] their
rolling stock toward PhIladelphia.

Excitement still continues, hut f{ood order prevails.
There are some encouraging features, though not prudent to publish.

J. ·WILLS.
INQUIRER AND CHRONICLE.

[Endorsement.]

Forwarded for information of the honorable Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10,1864.
Send no boats to Baltimore. Send one to Havre de Grace, one to

Gunpowder [River] bridge, and one to Bush IRiver] bridge.
The AHnnesota is ordered to Point Lookout, and four gunboats from

Hampton Roads will come into the Potomac. Answer.
GIIlEON WELLES.

Lieutenant-Oommander T. H. EASTMAN,
Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

RELAY HOUSE July 10, 1864.
(Received at Washington 12 m.)

I came out to my home late last night, and to my astonishment this
morning find that. our Army is falling back upon Baltimore. I have
received your dispatch and will obey it immediately. Before receiving
the dispatch I telegraphed to Captain Eastman, at the Washington
navy yard, to send a gunboat to Baltimore, whither I intended to
drive, as I fear railroad communication between this and Washington
may be cut off. I also telegraphed to Captain Bastman to have the
whole flotilla ready to act as circumstances may require.

What shall I now do' Go to Bal timore, or come to Washington in
the first train'

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Ifavy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10,1864.
Join the flotilla at Washington. I have telegraphed Lieutenant

Oommander Eastman not to send any boats to Baltimore, but to send
one to Havre de Grace, one to Gunpowder, and one to Bush River
bridge.

GIDEON WELLES.
Oommander F. A. PARKER,

Relay House, Baltimore.



460 OPERATIONS ON THE P.oTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCk.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'S, July 10, 1864.
You will proceed at once to Bush [River] bridge, and report to the

commanding officer at that place, and cooperate with him until further
orders. UBe dispatch.

Captain STREET.

[Telegram.]

JAMES TAYLOR;,_ ....
Oommanding v:gwer.

GIDEON WELLES.

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 10,1864.
(Received 2 p. m.)

Gunboats have sailed as follows: Currituck to Havre de Grace, TeatJer
to Gunpowder bridge, Fucllsia to Bush bridge.

T. H. EASTHA.N.1~
Lieutenant- OommaRder, U. 8. .NOID'!/.

[Telerr.m.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10, 1864.
If the Massasoit and 8aco can be got here, send them without delay.

GIDEON WELLES.
Rear-Admiral S. H. STRINGHAM,

Oommandant Navy Ya.rd, IJoston, Mass.

[Telegram.]

BALTIMORE, July 11, 1864.
(Received 2:40 p. m.)

From infonnation just received, the bridge over Gnnpowder River is
burned.

The gunboat sent up to protect the bridge had DO steam up, and per
mitted the rebels to run a burning train, which they had. captured, upon
the draw of the bridge.

Major.General HALLECK!
General 'tn Ohief.

LEw. WALLACE,
Major- General, Oommanding.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 11,1864.
(Received 1: 40 p. m.)

The Currituck has reached Havre de Grace; Teaser, Gunpowder
bridge; Fuchsia., Bush bridge.

F. A. PARKER.
Han. G. WELLES,

&cretary of NafJY.



JAMEB TAYLOR,
Senior (}fficff.

.TAMES TAYLO~,

Senior Officer, in Oharge.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, July 11,1864-9:30 a. tn.

Coast Survey steamer Bibb is here at the wharf, and can be got ready
for service in llo few hours. I think it advisable to have gUllS placed
on her. Will you send orders to Commodore Montgomery to have it
done'

F. A. PARKER.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMEN1', July 11,1864.
Put guns on the Bibb and turn her over to Commander Parker when

she is in order for steaming.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore J. B. MONTGOMERY, U. S. Navy,

Commandant Navy Yard, Washington.

Letter from commcndant navy yard, Wa~hington, to Commander Parker,
U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding the arming of
the U. S. S. Bibb.

OOMMANDANT's OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
lVashingron, July 11, 1864.

SIR: By telegram from Navy Department of this date I have been
ordered to put arms on the Bibb and turn her over to you wben she is
in order for steaming.

She will be ready so soon as her guns and aminunition are on board,
which will probably be this evening.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. MON1'GQMERY.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Com'manding Potomac FWtilla.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'S, July 11, 1864.
Yon will proceed np to Washington immediately and shell all suspi

cions places.
By order of Captain Eastman:

Captain HOOKER.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARy'S, .July 11,1864-7:50 p. m.
The order for you to proceed at once to Washington and shell all

suspicions places was by order of Lieutenant-Commander T. H. East·
man, and 80 stated in my order to yon.

Captain HOOKER,
Commodore Read.
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[Telegram.]

u. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Off Bush River Bridge, Maryland, July 11, 1864-3.p. '111.

I arrived at 12 m. Enemy in sight on the hill; left at our apprmwh;
all right here. Two trains eaptured and destroyed at Magnolia.
Bridge over Gunpowder (River] bumed. I have my vessel moored
within 150 yards of the brIdge. My battery has full command of the
bridge.

WM. TELL STREET,
Oommanding.

OOMMANDING OFFICER U. S. S. CURRITUCK,
Ha'vre de Grace.

Order of Acting Master Street, U. S. Nat'y, oommanding U. S. S. F'UCh8ia,
to Acting Second AHsistant Engineer Mockabee, U. S. Navy.

U. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Off Bush River Bridge, Maryland, July 11, 1864.

SIR: You will proceed with the captured engine with six men to
Perryville and deliver her over to the company. Return immediately
to the vessel.

Respectfully,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Acting Second Assistant Engineer J. C. MOCKABEE, U. S. NavY.

[TeleRram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 11, 1864.
(Received 4:15 p. m.)

The Bibb is the only vessel I have to send to Gunpowder bridge.
She will be ready to leave the yard at sunset. I have telegraphed to
Point Lookout and to St. Inigoes, and the vessels at both stations are
vigilant.

F. A. PARKER.
Hon. G. WELLES.

[Telpgram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 11,1864.
(Received 5 p. m.)

Will you please send an order for the workmen to work on the
Yankee Wltil she is ready for service, night and day' She came np for
ten days and has been [here] nearly two months.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommanding Flotilla.

G. Y. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.



The Bibb has left for Gunpowder River.

WM. TELL STREET,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

[Actg. Vo!.) Lieutenant-Commv.uder [T. A.] HARRIS, U. S. Navy.

T. H. EASTMAN,
Fleet Oaptain.
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[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 11, 1864.
(Received 7: 35 p. m.)

F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomao Flotilla.

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, oommanding U. S. S.
F'lWhsia, of the saving of Bush River bridge, Maryland.

U. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Off Bush River Bridge, .Maryland, [July 12,1864]-11 a. m.

SIR: Will you please communicate the following via American Tele··
graph Company:

u. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Off Bush River Bridge, llfaryland, July 1£, 1864-11 a. 111.

SIR: I arrived here at 12 m. y08terdlly, ill time to 8avo the bridge. The enemy
were in 8ight on the hill. The 8hore (oree bad jU8t belm driven in, and came off to
U8 in8mall boats. All quiet at present.

Commander F. A. Parker,
Commanding Potomao Flotilla.

Very respectfully,

Order of Lieutenant-Oommander Eastman, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun
teer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, to furnish armed party.

U. S. S. ELLA, July 12, 1864.
SIR: Send to the Ella 20 men, armed for service, in launches, and 1

master's mate in charge, without provisions, as they will be furnished.
Respectfully,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER,
Oommand-ing U. S. S. Oommodore Read.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 13, 1864.
Yourself, as all commanding officers junior to Commander Parker,

will, on arrival at Point Lookout, report to him by telegraph to navy
yard, and will not alter in any way his disposition of vessels of the
flotilla.

GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander JNO. DOWNES, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. R. R. Ouyler, Point Loolrout.



GIDEON WELLESJ_
Secretary .Navy.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, July 14,1864-10:15 a. m.
Ouyler has reported from Point Lookout, and the following vessels

have arrived off the navy yard: Mackinaw, Atlanta, Oommodore Barney,
and Morse.

F. A. PARKER.
Hou. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order oj Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Hooker, U. S. Navy, to proceed to Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. ELLA, July 14, 1864.
Sm: You will proceed with all dispatch to the Rappahannock River

and resume your duties in charge of the blockade off the mouth of that
river.

Respectfully,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lientenant E. HOOKER,

Comdg. U. S. S. Oommodore Read, First Div. Potom{I,(J Flotilla.

[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 14, 1864.
Send all the vessels belonging to the North Atlantic Blockading

Squadron, except the Mackinmc, to the sqnadron immediately.
Let each take a copy of the order just Bent to the yard for Admiral

Lee, who is all his way up the river.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Commandant Potomac Flotilla, Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 14, 1864.
(Received 3:10 p. m.)

Following-named vessels have sailed fOl' their stations in the North
Atlantic Blockading Squadron: Oommodore Barney, Morse, Atlanta.

F. A. PARKER.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 14, 1864.
(Received 10: 40 p. m.)

Lieutenant-Commander Upshnr has jnst reported his arrival in the
Minnesota at Point Lookout. I have telegraphed to him to return [to]
his station in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

F. A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Han. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Nauy.
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Order of Oommander Pm'ker, U. S. NaiVY, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Hooker, U. S. Navy, regarding U. S. Sleamers Resolute and Atlanta.

U. S. 8. ELLA, July 14,1864.
8m: You will relieve the U. 8. 8. Resolute and tow the U. 8. 8.

Atlanta to Fortress Monroe and then return to tIle Rappahannock.
Respectfully,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER,
Oommanding U. S. S. Oommodore Read.

[Endorsement.)

FLAGSHIP MALVERN,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, .July 17, 1864.

Reported with Atlanta in tow, and will return to the Rappahannock
in obedience to your orders.

8. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, WASHINGTON, July 14, 1864.
(Received 11: 40 p. m.)

I have sent for a full report of the burning of Gunpowder {ltiver
bridge].

F. A. P~R.
Hon. GIDl~ON WELLES,

Secretary ]Vavy.

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD, July 16,1864.
The commanding officer of the Teaser reports that, when he reached

Gunpowder River on Monday last, he found the bridge in flames. Not
being able to get to the bridge, he SeIit two armed boats' crews to it,
who landed, but found no enemy.

F. .4... PARKER.
Ron. GIDEON WELLES.

Report of Acting Jla.ster Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia.

U. 8. S. FUOHSIA,
Off Bush River Bridge, Maryland, July 15, 1864.

8m: All quiet bere since the 13th. Enemy all gone, and the road.
sufficiently I{uarded, as follows: One full company, a detachment of 20
men, under thecommalld of a lieutenant, and the stewners Fuchsia and
Minna.

N W R-VOL 5--30
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Captain Colden made a reconnoissance in the direction of Ma.gnolia,
but saw no enemy.

Very respectfully,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Genera.1. LEW. WALLACE,

Commanding Forces at HatJre de Grewe.

Letter from Acting Ensign McConnell, U. 8. Nat;y, commanding U. 8. 8.
Bibb, to Acting Master 8treet, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Fuchsia,
stating his inability to reaeh Bush River, 11laryland.

u. S. S. BmB,
o.U' Havre de Grewe, July 16,1864.

I send Mr. lH. C.] Borden to communicate with yoo. He carries
your mail and some dispatches.

Yoo will see that by my orders I was to stop at Bush River, but
being unable to get a pilot, and having been aground some eight times,
I thought I would come here, and if you needed my services I would
ask you to send me a. pilot or get one here.

The Jacob Bell came in to Gunpowder [River] last evening, and sent
the Te"ser to St. Inigoes. Everything IS quiet at Gunpowder. The
bridge 'Will be in working order in a week's time.

It was impossible for me to get up nearer than 5 miles to the bridge,
consequently I was of no service there.

I understand Admiral Lee, with a large por~ion of the JalDes River
Fleet, is in tho Potomac.

In haste, your sincere friend,
GEO. E. MCCONNELL, U. S. Na.vy.

[Acting Master W. T. STREET.]

Report ofActing Master Street, U. 8. Navy, commanding fJ. R. 8. Fuch8ia,
of his arrival at Bush River Bridge, Maryland.

u. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Off Bush River Bridge, Maryland, July 18, 1864.

8m: Receiving at 3 o'clock on the afternoon of the 10th instant,
while lying oft· Point Lookout, a telegraphic order to proceed to Bosh
River bridge, Maryland, I wonld respectfully report the following:

I arrived off the mouth of the river at 7 a. m. on the 11th. Not hav
ing a pilot acquainted with the channel, I grounded twice on trying to
enter, bnt, soon getting afloat again, I came to anchor and sent a boat
on shore for a pilot, but none could be found. Fortunately, a schooner
was coming out of the river at the time. I ordered her back to show
us the channel. Having a good tide, I succeeded in getting over the
mud, and arrived at the bridge at 12 m. and moored the vessel 150
yards from tIle bridge. At this time the 8hore force, consisting of
twenty-two men, under the command of a lieutenant, was coming off
in a small boat, having been driven by the enemy. They reported the
ememy on both sides of the river, and that the telegraph operator had
just left his station. Shortly after cavalry were seen on the hill (right
bank), when I opened fire npon them, causing them to fall back beyond



1VM. TELL STREET,
Acting Master, 001nmanding.

Oommander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Powmac Flotilla.

M. S. STUYVESANT,
Lieutenant, Commanding Minnesota.
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our range. Had we been fifteen minutes later I have no doubt they
would have had the bridge on fire. The soldiers were again landed
and pickets thrown out, and during the afternoon were twice driven in,
but the enemy would 1l0t advance from under cover of the woods or
within range. Finding they could not approach the bridge, we were
not annoyed by them after 7 p. m.

I am, sir, your obedient. servant,

[Telegram.]

POIN'l' LOOKOUT, July 18, 1864.
(Received at Wa8hington 6: 10 p. m.)

The commanding general at this point deems reliable the following
information which he has just obtained from four refugees: That 800
sailors and marines, under John T. Wood, left Richmond 011 the 7th or
8th of July, to man two armed blockade runners at Wilmingtont N. C.,
for the purpose of attempting the release of prisoners confinoo here.
Will telegraph to senior officer at Fortress Monroe.

Respectfully,

Hon. G. WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
p"'irst Division Potomac Flotilla, of his arrival at Fortress Monroe
with U. S. S. Atlanta.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, July 19,1864.

Sm: I have to report that I arrived at Fortress Monroe on Sunday
morning, with the Atlanta in tow~ all right, and after reporting to
Admiral Lee returned to this station without delay.

Acting Master Tole having reported to me that he has carpenters on
board and only material enough to keep them at work to-day, I send
him to St. Inigoes.

He also verbally reports picking np four rebel deserters, who gave
information of a proposed attack on Point Lookout, which information
he had already forwarded to you; in conseqnence I am cruising at night
more out in the bay than usual.

There is a report that the cavalry force on the neck amounts to about
400, principally old men and boys. There is no other news of any
importance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. First Div. Powmac Flotilla,
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Omnmanding Powmac Flotilla.
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Order of the Secretary of the NU1'Y to Commander Parker, U. S. Navy,
oommanding POtomM Flotilla, extending the limits of /Iis command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 19, 1864.
Sm: The Verbena and Juniper, tugs, are attached w the Potomac

Flotilla, and the limits of your command are extended w embrace the
railroad communications as far north as Havre de Onwe.

You will therefore atlord those lines ample protection.
Very respectfully,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander FOXHALL A. r ARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Letter from Acting Master Sehulze, U. S. Navy, t{) Acting JlIaster Street,
U. S. N aV1/, regarding U. 8. transport Jlinna.

U. S. S. JACOB BELL,
Pot{)mM Flotilla, July 21, 1864.

SIR: As you have no use for the transport Minna at Bush River, you
will send her to Gunpowder [River] bridge without delay, and order her
captain to report w me.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. C. SCHULZE,

Acting Master, Oommanding, Senior Naval Ojficer Present.
Acting Master W. T. STREET,

Senior Ojficer at Bush River.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. NafJ1/, commanding
First Division PotomM Flotilla, stating estimated Oonfederate force on
the Northern Neok of Virginia. .

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
RappahanMck River, lrirginia, July :21,1864.

BIR: There is no very important news. The cava.lry on the neck is
variously estimated at from 400 w 600, and it is reported that one or
more fieldpieces are to be added w the force. Their headquarters are
at the camp which was destroyed some months ago by Acting Master
Street and which has been rebuilt since.

No other news; all quiet.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. First niv. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding POtomM Flotilla.
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Lettv.". from commandant navy yard, Washington, to Commandm- Parker,
U. S. Navy, regarding U. S. S. Verbena.

COMMANrlANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, July 21,1864.

SIR: By order of the Department (having completed repairs on the
U. S. tng Verbena) she is turned over to your command.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. MONTGOMERY,

Commandant.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac FWtilla.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Na1'y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting report of tlte burn'ing of steamer Kingston by a party of
Conjedm-ates, July 24, :1864.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, August 1, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a. copy of the report of
H. F. Dorton, commanding U. S. S. Sophronia, of the burning of the
steamer Kingston.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla,.
Hou. GIDEON WELLES,

, Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. SCHOONER SOPHRONIA,
Potomac Flotilla, July 25, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report to you that at 4:30 this afternoon
the captain and crew of the steamer Kingston, consisting of twelve men
aDd two colored women, came on board this vessel and reported the
capture and destructiol1 of the steamer Kingston by a party of guerril
las while aground between Smith's Point and Windmill Point on the
Virginia shore of Chesapeake Bay. John Smithers, master of the
steamer Kingston, makes the following statement:

On the morning of Saturday, July 23, at about 3 o'clock, while on
his passage from Fortress Monroe to Washington, the steamer Kingston,
through the-carelessnestJ of the pilot, got,aground on Diamond Marshes,
between Smith's Point and Windmill Point, on the Virginia side of
Chesapeake Bay. He endeavored to get his veB8el off all day Satur
day, but without any success. On th.e following morning, Sunday (July
24).l at about 8 o'clock, a party of fOl]!1 men appeared on the beach with
a nag of truce, ordering Captain Smithers to send his boat ashore
within fifteen miuutlls, or elie they would fire on the steamer. At the
same time Captain Smithers discovered about forty men in two squads,
one squad draggiu'g a fieldpiecQ and the other apparently a caisson,
crossing the marsh endeavoring to get their piece in position. Oaptain
Smithers at once manned hi~ boat and abandoned the steamer. He
was pursued and fired upon by the enemy in canoes. They, however,
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soon gave up the chase and turned their attention to the steamer,
which they boarded and burned before Captain Smithers and crew got
out of sight. Captain Smithers says that while he was aground ou
Saturday there was a number of canoes all around the steamer pre
tending to be fishing bnt in reality watching his movements, and he is
of the opinion that theywere men living in that immediate neighborhood.

The Kingston was a side-wheel steamer of 200 tons, owned in Phila
delphia, and was at the time of her capture chartered by the Government.

I have sent Captain Smithers and his crew to Washington by the
steamer Greyhound, he having orders for Captain Anen, assistant qnar
termaster, at Washington.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. F. DORTON,

Acting Ensign, Oommanding.
COIjmander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, CQ-fnmanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting report ofActing Ensign Sheridan, U. S. Nary, commanding
U. S. S. Teaser, explaining causes of delay in reaching Gunpmcder River
bridge.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, July 25,1864.

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a report from Acting Ensign
P. Sheridan, commanding U. S. s. :l'easer, explaining the reason why the
Tease'/" did not arrive at Gunpowder bridge in time to prevent its being
burned.

I aJIl, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
ROIl. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

u. S. S. TEASER,
Naval Depot, St. Iginoes, July 20,1864.

Sm: In obedience to your orders of the 10th instant, I immediately
weighed anchor and proceeded to Gunpo,)Vder River, ~faryland. On
the night of the 10th instant I was obliged to put into Patuxent River
for harbor, the wind blowing heavy from southeast. At 4 a. m. on the
morning of the 11th instant I weighed anchor and proceeded up the bay;
the vessel was leaking badly. During the forenoon the exhaust pipe
commenced ~ leak very badly, and it soon became impossible for the
engineer to keep steam enough to run th~ vessel. I made sail with
the forward and after awning to keep steerageway enough to head our
course.

When off Annapolis, we were obliged to take the exhaust pipe ont and
repair it temporarily. At 6:40 p. m. of the 11th instant I anchored
oft' naval depot, Baltimore, Md. On the evening of the 12th instant,
having finished repairs to the exhaust pipe, I woighed anchor and pro
ceeded on my way to Gunpowder l~iver. On my arrival there I found
the bridge had been destroyed, and, I.y vessel drawing too much water,
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FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

•
I could not get nearer than 5 miles. I then went to the bridge in my
cutter and communicated with the transport Juniata, lying there. I
fonnd het (the Juniata) without arms and provisions, and after consulta
tion with Acting Ensign Herring, of the Juniata, I thought it advisable
for me to proceed to Baltimore and communicate the facts to the com
modore commanding.

Upon reporting the condition of the vessels at Gunpowder River,
Commodore DorIl'in gave me orders to see that they were supplied with
arms and provisions, etc., immediately. On my return with the supplies
to Gunpowder River I found my vessel had been ordered by Acting Matl
ter Schulze, commanding U. S. S. Jacob Bell, to report to naval station,

rSt. Inigoes. This occurred during my absence.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

PHILIP SHERIDAN,
Acting Ensign, Commanding.

Report of Commander Parker, U.8. Navy, com'm,anding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding U. 8. 8. Bibb.

U. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, July 26,1864.

Sm: Professor Bache, desiring the services of the Bibb, and finding
her draft of water too great for the service I designed for her in the
flotilla, I have tnrned her over to the Coast Survey.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Bavy.

[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON, July 26, 1864.
How near to tile bridge can you get'

F. A. PARKER,
Navy Yard.

Acting Master STREET,
U. 8. S. Fuchsia, Bush River.

[Telegram.]

WM. TELL STREET,
Acting Master, Camma1tdi'Uf/.

U. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Off Bush River Bridge, llfaryland, July 27,1864.

SIR: I am now mooring the vessel 150 yards from the bridge. 1\'ly
battery covers all approaches.

Respectfully,

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.



Oommander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Na"Y ITard, Walkington, D. C.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na"y.
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order of the Secretary of the Navy to 'Captain Gansevoort, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. S. Roanoke, regarding duty o.t Point Lookout, Md.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 30,1864.
SIR: Yours of the 28th instant has been received.
You are informed that you are on special service, for the defense of

Point Lookout and the security of the prisoners from attack. You will
communicate directly to the Department and consult with the military
commander frequently.

No attack is anticipated froal outside.
Very »e8pectfully,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na"y.

Captain GUERT GANSEVOORT, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. Roanoke, Point Lookout, Md.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTl'fENT, July 31,1864.
lJave llo gunboat at Aquia Creek to cooperate with Mr. Babcock, as

per orders sent by him in army tug to that point.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na"Y.

Order of the Secretary of tke Navy to Commander Parker, U. S. NafJ-y,
oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

NAVY DEPAR'rMENT, July 31,1864.
SIR: You will pass and render all requisite assistance to Mr. J. C.

Babcock, chief assistant to Colonel Sharpe, department provost-mar
shal.general, who, with a tug and scouts, are acting under orders from
J,ieutenant·General Grant. Conferring with Mr. Babcock, you will
direct that snch aid be afforded him as he may require.

Respectfully,

Oommander F. A. PARKER, U. S. NAVY,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.)

ST. MARY'S, July 31,186-1-1 :2.'i p. m.
(Received at Washington 5 :40 p. m., July 31, 1864.)

The ¥nnkee is lying at Aquia Creek. Will send another gunboat to
Aquia Creek immediately.

Ilon. G. W:ELLES,
Secretary Ka"'!l.

F. A. P AItKER,
Commander, etc.



OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 473

[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON, [August14, 1864.
(Received BU8h River, 9:30 a. m.)

Yon will get underway and proceed to the Rappahannock without
delay.

W. fA.] ARTHUR,
Acting lilasier, U. S. Navy.

·W. T. STREET,
Commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting general order issued by military governor of Alexandria.

u. S. S. ELLA, August 8,1864.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a general order

of the general commanding at Alexandria, in which he tender8 his
thanks to the officers and crew of the Adolph Hugel, the guard vessel
at that place.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tM Navy.

[Enol08ure.]

GENERAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS MILITARY GOVERNOR,
No. 29. Alexandria, Va., July 27, 1864.

The general commanding desires to tender his thanks to the troops of
llis command, the armed employ~sof the quarwrmaster's department,
and Acting Master Nickerson and the officers and men of the mortar
boat Adolph Hugel for their cooperation and prompt response to his call
for their aid ill the defense of Alexandria.

By command of Brigadier-General Slough:
W. M. GWYNNE,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant.General.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 9, 1864.
Turn over the steamer Jllercury to Oommander Parker, of the Potomac

Flotilla.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tM Navy.
Commodore J. B. MONTGOMERY,

Oomma·ndant Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.
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Letter from commandant navy yard, Washington, to Oommander Parker,
U. S. Navy, commandin!/ Potomac Flotilla, regarding U. S. S. ~b1ercury.

CmlMANDANT'S OFFICE, ~AVY YARD,
Washington, August 9, 1864.

SIR: By order of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, I turn over
to you the U. S. S. J1Jercury, which arrived at this yard yesterday from
New York.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. MONTGOMERY,

OommandaAt.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding First
Div'ision, regarding cruising ground.

U. S. NAVAL DEPOT, ST. INIGOES, MD., August 10,1864.
SIR: I am directed by Commander Parker, commanding Potomac

Flotilla, to send the Jacob Bell to report to you for duty. Also, to say
that it is desired by the commander of the flotilla that you do not
ascend any of the rivers in Virginia, but to cruise along the shores on
the Potomac, using the rivers only as a safe anchorage in the event of
bad weather.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES TAYLOR,

Aotiftg Master, U. S. Navy.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER,

Oommanding U. S. S. Oommodore Read, Potomac Fwtilla.

[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON, August 14, 1864.
Take James Wilson and send Jackson to the Tulip. Be on your guard

against John Taylor Wood, and hurry to the Rappahannock. The
Fuchsia is ordered to join you. Antiwer this.

T. H. EASTMAN.
Captain HOOKER,

Oommodore Read.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Division Potomac Fwtilla, regarding U. S. steamers Mercury and
Fuchsia.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, August 19,1864.

SIR: Finding that the Mercury was not supplied with storeli before
coming down, I am under the necessity of sending her to St. Inigoes
for them. I therefore ordered her to cruise np the bay during the
night, and in the morning to go to St. Inigoes, get her stores, etc., and
return at night to her station.



T. H. EASTMAN,
Lieutenant-Oommander, U. S. Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding First Division Potomoc Flotilla.
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The Fuchsia will come up for coal and stores on Monday next.
There is no news of importance to communicate.
I sent to Point Lookout two soldiers who report that they were cap

tured on the eastern shore of Maryland by no late expedition from near
Smith's Point, and brought to Hurst's Creek, from whence they escaped
and reached my ship.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., Oomdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

(wder from Lieutenant-Oommander Eastman, U. 8. Nam1j, in Acting Vol·
unteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. 8. NallY, 1'egardi1~g .the removal of the
Hitchcock family.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, August 21, 1864.

Sm: By order of the commander, you will render Mr. E. D. Hitch·
cock such assistance as lies in your power in removing his family, pro
vided it can be done under cover of the guns of your vessel.

Very respectfully,

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U.8. Na'!'1J, Oommanding
First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding removal of tlte Hitchcock
family.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Rappahannock River, Yirginia, August 23,1864.

Sm: The family of Mr. Hitchcock have been removed, and I send
them to Point Lookout in the Mercury.

About 200 of the guerrillas were near the place and had avowed an
intention to int~rferewith the removal, but they kept out of range and
made no attempt to molest us. Mrs. Hitchcock informs me that there
are about 1,000 guerrillas on this part of the neck, and that they are
removing cattle, etc., to Richmond all the time. On Friday last 300
head were at Bowlers Ferry to cross, and there is scarcely a day when
none are carried over.

The river is picketed and closely watched.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. EDWARD HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. 8. Navy, Oomdg First ]H1'. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
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[Telegram.)

EASTVILLE, August 25,1864.
A refugee just from western shore reports that 300 guerrillas in North

urnberland Oounty, Va., have in contemplation a raid on tbe eastern
shore. I have no gunboat here, and but a small force of infantry to
guard Smith's and Hog islands. Can a gunboat be sent here' With
a gunboat we would need no reenforcement.

The One 'hundred aud thirty·eighth Ohio is now on board transports
for Washillgton.

FRANK J. WmTB,
Major, Assistant Adjutant-General and Pro'Dost-Marshal.

Major HOFFMAN .
Assistant Adjutant.General.

[Telegram.)

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Via [U. S. S.] Mercury and Point Lookout, August 27, 1864.

I am informed by telegraph from Eastville, via gunboat from York
River, that an expedition of 300 men is to leave tbe Yeocomico or Coan
River for Maryland, supposed to be for Smith's Island and Fog Point
light. I have sent tbe F1whBia to Smith's Island, and the Mercury will
cruise in tbe bay, reporting to me again on Monday.

EDWARD HOOKER.
Oommander F. A. PARKER,

St. Inigoe8, Md.

Letterfrom Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Di1,ision Potomac Fwtilla, to Oaptain Gansevoort, U. S. Navy,
senior officer, Point Lookout, Md., regarding rumored mo'l!ement of
guerrillas.

u. S. S. OOMMODORE READ,
Off Rappahannock River, August 27,1864.

SIR: I 80m informed by telegraph from Eastville, via gunboat from
York River, that party of 300 men is about leaving Northumberland
Oounty, Potomac River, for some point in Maryland, supposed to be
Smith's Island and Fog Point ligbt. I bave sent a gunboat to cruise
llear Smith's Island.

Will you permit tbe officer bringing this to communicate the same to
General Barnes, and also to forward n dispatch to St. Inigoes for Oom
mander Parker'

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

. Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. NallY, Oomdg.. First Div. Potomao Fwtilla.
Captain G. GANSEVOORT,

Senior Officer, Point Lookout.
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Order of Commander Pa.rker, U. S. Nal'y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. R. Nav.If, commanding First
Diviswn, regarding rumored expedition of tlte enemy from Coan and
Yeocomico rivers.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, .tlUglUlt 29, 1864.

SIR: I have received your dispatch in relation to the expedition said
to [bel fitting out in Coan and Yeocomico rivers, and bave directefl that
a blockade of these rivers be kept up until further orders. I think it
more than probable, however, that an expeditioll having for its object
the destruction ofany of the light-houses on the eastern shore would take
its departure from the Great 'Wicomico, Rappahannock, or the Pianka
tank, which rivers you should blockade with your vessel and the Mer
cury while tho Fuchsia cruises off Smith's Island.

Look out for this vessel about four or five days hence; slu~ is painted
black.

I am, respectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,

Commanding First Division.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, commanding
First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding blockade of rivers, in view
of rumored expedition of the enemy.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Rappahannock Ri'ver, Virginia, August 29,1864.

Sm: Your communications per Mercury are at hand and will receive
prompt attention. I send the Fuchsia for coal, and the Mercury will
be in want of coal on Thursday or ];'riday. I have received a rumor of
an expedition from the Piankatank, probably, if contemplated, intended
to cooperate with the one previously noted. I have, however, no defi
nite information regarding it.

My own idea of the reported movement is that they will leave this
coast and cross in small boats and canoes to the eastern shore, where
they hope to be out of the track of the gunboats, aud there capture
vessels for transportation to eastern Virginia aud lower counties of
Maryland, from which points most of onr forces have been removed.
From there, if not checked they may reach the lighthouse on the sea
coast. I shall keep a close watch on the Great Wicomico and adjacent
rivers and creeks, as well as upon the I.~appahannockand Piallkatauk
rivers.

Captain Street will give you a verbal report of the communicatiolls
which he had with persons on Tangier and Smith'S islands, where he
found the inhabitants expecting a raid from this coast.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD ROOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, U. S. S. Don.
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[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 1,1864.
You will turn over to Commander Parker the steamer Fairy and

inform him that orders will be sent him by to·day.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oftke Navy.
Commodore J. It MONTGOMERY, U. S. Navy,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. O.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Fwtilla, enjoining strict search of Virginia shore
for smugglers.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 1,1864.
SIR: The Depart:"llent has information that there is mnch smnggling

carried on opposite Charles County, Md. You will take possession of
all boats found in that vicinity, on both sides of the river, causing
strict search to be made for them, and use every means at your com
mand to stop all crossiug the river or entrance'into any river, creek,
or bay 011 the Virginia shore within the limits of your command. .

Orders have been given to turn the steamer Fairy over to your
command.

Commander F. A. PARKER
Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac FlotiUa,
acknowledging Department's order regarding suppression of smuggli'll{/.

U. S.S. DON,
Potomac Fwtilla, September 1, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
this date in rela~on to the smuggling carried on opposite Oharles
Oounty, Md., and turning over the steamer Fairy to my command.

I will be careful to carry out the iustructions of the Department to
seize all boats found in the vicinity of Oharles County on both sides of
the river, etc. .

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary o/tke Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D. O.

Order of tke Secretary of tke Navy to commandant naval station, Balti
more, regarding U. S. S. Rescue.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Setempber 2,1864.
SIR: Direct the U. S S. Rescue to proceed to St. Mary's and report

to Commander F. A. Parker for duty in the Potomac Flotilla.
Very respectfully, etc.,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary ofNavy.

Commodore T. A. DORNIN,
Oommandaut Nat'al Station, Baltimore.
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GENERAL ORDERS, } u. S. S. DON,
No. 1. Flagship Potomac Flotilla, September 2, 1864.

Lieutenant-Commander T. H. Eastman having been relieved at his
own request of the duties of captain of the flotilla and ordered to the
command of the U. S. 8. Don, Acting Ensign F. S. Ealltman is hereby
directed to assume the duties of chief of staff and will be respected
accordingly.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Patomac Flotilla.

Acting [Volunteer] Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,
Commanding First Division.

Report oj Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the removal of telegraph cable across the Potomac Rh'er.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, September 2, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order and
that of the honorable Secretary of War of the 31st ultimo, the tele·
graph cable from Maryland Point across the Potomac was taken up by
the military authorities ou the 1st instant.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
FOXllALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
HOD. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
transmitting report regarding capture of a boat engaged in violation of
the blockade.

U. S. S. DON,
St. Inigoes, Md., September 5, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of report from
Acting Ensign S. Owen, commanding U. S. S. Primrose, relating to the
capture of a sailboat near the Virginia shore on the night of the 2d
instant. As it is clearly proved that the boat was attempting to violate
the blockade, and as she, with the merchandise she carried, would not
pay the cost of adjudication by a prize wurt, I have directed that the
boat be ~nt here for the use of the gnard vessel at this depot and the
merchandise be distributed among the captors.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant!
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commandino Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nal'y, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

[Encl08nre.]

U. S. S. PRIMROSE, September 3, 1864.
SIR: I have the honor to report that yesterday, at 11: 30 p. m., this

vessel captnred a small sloop·rigged boat attempting. to cross the
Potomac River from Maryland to Virginia.
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The place of capture was near Ragged Point, on the Virginia shore.
The boat contained 4 men, 2 white and 2 colored, besides a quantity
of miscellaneous articles of merchandise (see schedule below). The
following are the names of the men:

PhilipF. Edelen, a private in the First Maryland (rebel) Battery; had
been on a visit to his friends, and was returning to his regiment; is a
sharp, shrewd fellow, and is to all appearance a spy in the rebel service.

Jacob Ganly, formerly from Plliladelphia; says he lives in Richmond
County, Va., and ran aWR,y from there last March to escape the con
scription, and that he was going over to bring his family to Maryland;
says the goods belong to a Captain Pope, at Breton's Bay; don't know
who owned the boat.

William }lorter (colored) says Captain Pope promised him t15 if he
would go ill the boat. _

.Moses llall (eolored) was to receive the same compensation for his
services as Porter.

Please find helow RclJedule of articles captured, viz:
1 sailboat, rigged complete. I 2 ~apers pepper.
5 boxes felt hats. 1 tile.
7 pair brogans. 2 hottles snuff.
9 llair light shOOft. 6 pounds nails.
9 pair ladies' shoes. 1 piece coal'96 flannel.
2 small parcels of !lheeting. 600 percussion caps, revolver.
1 bolt calico and several remnants. 5 poundll gunpowder.
9 bottl6ll castor oil. 1 bottle whisky.
3 hottl6ll laudannm.

The men I delivered to the military authorities at Point Looiout, in
obedience to your orders, receiving a receipt for them.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
SI~A8 OWEN,

Oommanding.
Oommander FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy) commanding
First l'Jil'i8ion Potomac Flotilla, regarding movements oJ u.uerrillaB.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Rappalutn1wck River, Virginia, September 5,1864.

Sm: I have just received information from two different sources that
the enemy are preparing for Rome movement in this vicinity. Three
boats have arrived from Richmond with their crews, and are quartered
at the house of Henry Barlock:, in Mill Creek, and report says that three
more are expected.

I shall of course be on the lookout to guard agaiut any attack. I
should like also to try and capture them.

TIle north side of the Rappahannock is full of guerrillas, too. Mrs.
Frazier (who was removed the other day by your order) reports that in
the four counties there are 1,500. A raid through that region would
prohably give us many prisoners.

There are torpedoes at Bowlers Rocks, put there to protect the camp
of instruction at Tappahanno(~k.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Liellt., U. S. Navy, Oomdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
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[Te1e8ram.]

Commander WYMAN,
Navy Department.

ST. MARY'S, September 7, 1864.
(Received at Washington 12:40 p. m.)

I have all tbe information iu reference to Mill Creek, and am organ·
izing an expedition to that point. I shall be there at daylight to
morrow morning.

Lieutenant Hooker informed me a week ago that 300 men were com
ing ont of Cove rCoanJ River.

The 300 provoo. to be 12 men. I have these reports all the time.
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, U. S. Navy.

[Telegram.]

POINT LOOKOUT, Septe'lnber 7,1864.
Sm: General Barnes can not furnish troops without permission from

the War Department. He will telegraph immediately, and, if granted,
will be ready to move to-morrow night (8th instant). He says that it
is impossible for him to get ready to-night.

The forces on the point are very JOuch reduced. The general will
telegraph you as soon as an answer is received from Washington. '.rile
general will not reqnire any more gunboats at the point. The forces
that the gent".ral will send are colored. Wind strong from~.N. E., with
heavy sea. I will wait for an answer.

Respectfully,
WILLIAM TELL S'l'REET,

Acting Jlaster, Uommanding.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

St. Inigoes, Md.

[Telegram.]

ST. INIGOES, September 7, 1864.
Leave at once for the Rappahannock. The Currituck is on her way

there. Tell Lieutenant Hooker [to] keep a close blockade to-night off
the Piankatank, Rappahannock, and Great Wicomico, and to come
here at daylight to-morrow. The Freeborn will reach the Rappahan
nock to·night or early to-morrow.

F. A. PARKER,
Commander.

Acting Master STREET.

[Telegram.]

FORT MONROE, September 9, 1864-3 p. m.
(Received 4 p. 111.)

Just from the Rappahannock. A force of cavalry, but no boats at
Mill Creek; am going to City Point.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.
N W X-VOL 5--31

•
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:Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Fuchsia, regarding Confederate forces.

U. S. S. FUOHSIA,
Potomac Flotilla, September 15, 1864.

SIR: I send the Commodore Read up for coal. It is important that
the Freeborn or Read return as BOOn as possible, as during their absence
I shall have to cruise off the mouth of both rivers. The Jfercttry is
cruising oft· Great Wicomico. There are positively uo boats or force at
Mill Creek.

I learn from reliable authority that there are but 20 cavalry at
Mathews Court-House.

Betweeu the Rappahanuock and Piankatank, from Urbana down,
there are no forces, my informant in this case having ridden from
Essex County, 10 miles above Urbana, to Fishing Bay, and saw no one.
Between the Rappahannock and Potomac, from the bay to a line drawn
from Carter's wharf1 on the Rappahannock, to Coan River, on the
Potomac, there is a 1"orce of about 400 (home guards).

In addition to the above, there is a guerrilla party of 12 men lurking
on the bay shore-the same that recently crossed over to the eastern
shore from Great Wicomico. I bt>lieve they are now somewhere on the
Piankatank. I proceeded up the Piankatank a short distance yester
day, but saw nothing.

From Bowlers Rocks I have no information.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. WM. TELL STREET,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Comma.nding Potoma.c Flotilla.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotill.a,
regarding boat expedition to Yeocomico River, in search of blockade
rttnners, September 16, 1864.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, September 21, 1864.

Sm: On the night of the 16th instant one of the boats of the U. S. S.
Ourrituck, while in search of blockade runners at the mouth of
Yeocomico River, was fired into from shore.

William King (captain of hold) was iIlstantly killed and George H.
McNeil (landsmaIl) severely wounded.

The fire was promptly returned from the boats and the Ourrituck,
and Acting Ensign Nelson, who commanded the boat, reports that a
shell exploded in the midst of the shore party.

I am, sir, ver~}'" respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

Report ofActing Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia,
giving location of torpedoes in Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, September 18,1864.

SIR: I have just received information that torpedoes are again snnk
in the Rappahannock, as follows: One at Jones Point, two at Bowlers
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WM. TELL STREET,
Acting Master, Oomfllanding.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Rocks between the Point of Rocks and Circus Point, and three otherH
yet to put down. My informant states they have crossed over to the
northern side of the river, probably with a view to putting them down
in the Potomac.

I have 1Iot hatI an opportunity to go up the river yet, anti from the
above shall not do so until I hear from you.

I send the illercury up for coal and t{) clean boilers.
I am, sir, yo~ obedient servant,

Order of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, to commanding officer First
. Division, regarding his chief of staff:

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, September 21, 1864.

SIR: Acting Ensign Edmund A. lWderick has this day been appointetI
chief of stail' of the Potomac Flotilla, and will be respected as such
until further orders.

Respectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
COMMANDING OFFICER FIRST DIVISION POTOMAC FLOTILLA.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Fuch·
sia, regarding persons implicated in the death of commanding officer of
the rtwenue steamer Reliance.

U. S. 8. FUCHSIA,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, September 22,1864.

SIR: Acting Master William A. Arthur, commanding U. S. S. Free·
born, has just returned from the Great Wicomico River, and brings the
following information:

Having communicated on shore a short distance up the river, I learned
that the persons implicated in the death of Captain [ThOR. M.l Dungan,
commanding the U. S. revenue steamer Reliance, are -_. Millbourne,
--- Pruitt, and -- Whitington, living on the river, all citizens
of Maryland, and formerly blockade runners. The home guard in that
vicinity is commanded by Captain S. Covington.

By taking the vessels on this station I can make an expedition at
night, landing at night, landing about forty men, and capture the above
before the home guard can be mustered.

I am, very respectfully, yoW' obedient servant,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.



Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

484 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

E$pedition to Milford Haven and Stutt's Oreek, Virginia, September 24,
1864.

Report of Commander Par_r, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac FlotiUa, October 4, 1864.

SIR: It being reported that the rebels were collecting boats in Mil
ford Haven for the purpose of attacking the steamer blockading the
Piankatank HiveI', a number of armed boats, under the command of
Acting Masters Street and Arthur and Acting Ensign Sheridan, went
in search of them on the 25th [24th] ultimo, and succeeded in destroy
ing four and cll.pturing five of them. A large fishery, said to be worked
for the rebel Government, was burned, and a seine brought off.

One of the boats captured will hold about forty men.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKRR,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary o/tlte Navy.

Report of Aoti.Dg Kuter 8treet, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Fuchlia.

U. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Rappahannock River, Virginia., September 26, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following rt'-port:
On the morning of the 24th instant, at 9: 3Q a. m., I proceeded, in

company with the steamers Freeborn and Mercury, to Stutt's Creek,
Mathews County, Va., for the purpose of capturing some boats tllat I
had learned were there, aud intended to be brought out to attack the
vessel cruising in the mouth of the Piankatallk. Anchoring the Fuchsia
and Freebom in the mouth of the Milford Haven, I took the Mercury,
with the armed boats ill tow, through the Haven and up Stutt's Creek
about 3 miles to the farm of Mr. Hudgins, a noted rebel, where a force
of 40 men were landed, under the command of Acting Master [Wm. A.J
Arthur and Acting Ensign [Philip] Sheridan. Here were found sev
eral large boats and a fishery worked for the Confederate Government.
Our force proceeded still farther up the creek, and found some smaller
boats, which they destroyed. The object of the expedition being
accomplished, 1 returned and arrived at the anchorage at 6 p. m.

The result of the expedition has been the capture of nine boats, four
broken up, and five brought away, one of them capable of carrying
fifty or sixty men; also a large fishery destroyed and seine taken.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Oommanding.

Report of Aoti.Dg Kuter Arthur, U. 8. 1Iavy, coJllmanding U. 8. 8. Thom.. Freeborn.

U. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, September 25, 1864.

SIR: In obedience to your order of the 24th instant, I proceeded ou
an expedition up to Stutt's Creek and succeeded in capturing one large
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launch, capable of carrying eighty men, which I presume was to be used
to capture one of our vessels; also two canoes and one large seine.

Said captures I deliver to your dispmdtion.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIill A. ARTHUR,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

Acting Master WILLIAM T. STREET,
Oommanding U. S. S. Fuchsia.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the destruction of seventeen boats.

U. S. S.DON,
Potomac Flotilla, September 27, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to report that in obedieuce to the order of the
Department of the 1st instant I have destroyed seventeen boats on the
Virginia shore opposite Charles County, Md. A compauy of cavalry
destroyed all boats on the Maryland side of the river some ten dayt! ago.

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanrling Potomac Fl{)tilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of boats destroyed by vessels of his command.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla" October -f, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to report that twenty-two of the enemy's boats
werQ destroyed by the vessels of this flotilla during the past week.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D. O.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of assistance rendered to U. S. transport steamer Nellie Pwtz.

U. S. S. DON,
Rappahannock River, October 8, 1864.

Sm: I have the honor to report to the Department that on the 6th
instant I fell in with, oft· the mouth of this river, the transport steamer
Nellie Pentz, wallowing in the trough of the sea and apparently in a
disabled condition. Slle was bound to City Point, and had on board a
detachment of the Thirty.sixth [Thirty-ninthJ New Jersey Volunteers.

Being informed by the commanding officer of the detachment, Colonel
Close, that the master of the Nellie Pentz seemed wholly incompetent
to command her, and that the engineer could not keep steam on her, I
sent Acting Ensign Brice on board of her, with Acting Third Assistant
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Engineer Keller and Pilot Boothe, with instructions to Mr. Brice to take
command of the vessel and deliver her over to the quartermaster at
Fortress l\lonroe.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. 1)ARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D. O.

Report of Acting Master Arthur, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Thomas
Freeborn, regarding capture of a, party of blockade ,·unners.

D. S. S. THOMAS FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, October 8, 1864.

Sm: I very respectfully make the following report:
Last night, at about 10 o'clock, as this vessel was cruising in the bay,

I chased and picked up a canoe containing three men and one woman
Robert Crowbar, Thomas Orowbar, Samuel Swift, and Mrs. Oatherer,
from Virginia-bound to the eastern shore. I towed the canoe astern
until 3 o'clock a. m., when the painter parted, it blowing very fresh at
that time. After looking for it for some time I was obliged to give it up.

The said people are now on board this vessel, subject to your orders.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

'VM. A. ARTHUR,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Oapture and destruction of U. S. picket boat No.2 by a party of Oon;.fed·
erates 0'" the Potomac River, October 8,186'4.

[Telegram,]

ST. MARY'S, October 19, 1864.
(Received at Washington 11:25 a. m.)

I have just learned that one of the torpedo boats of Admiral Porter's
fleet ran into the Great Wicomico River some days since and wa.~ ('.ap
tured by the rebels. The Commodore Read and Mercury went into the
river and shelled the rebels, who were forced to destroy the boat, but
sncceeded in getting her 12·pounder howitzer, and in taking bel' officers
and crew, twelve in number, prisoners. I will send by letter full par
ticulars as soon as I can ascertain them.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Bepori of ActiDr Volmteer Lieutenant Hooker, U. S. Navy, oommuillng FirIt DiMon Poto·
mao FloWla, traDmdttiDr report of ActiDr BIIIlp lfe1lon, U. S. lfavy, oommandiDg U. 8, 8.
Jhrour1.

D.S.S.OOMMODORE READ,
OJ! Rappahannock River, Virginia, October 19,1864.

8m: I herewith enclose the report of Acting Ensign Nelson, com
manding the Mercury, upon the capture of picket boat No.2, and of
8ubsequent operations on the [Great] Wicomico River.
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Having heard from shore of the capture, I proceeded to the [Great]
Wicomico yesteruay morning, and learned that on Monday night (sub
sequent to the closing of Acting Ensign Nelson's report) the enemy
opened fire upon the lUercury, doing, however, no damage. The fire was
promptly returned, and from refugees I learn resulted in killing one
and wounding several. At 9.30 a. m. (18th), I went to quarter8 and
proceeded some distance up the river, but could not bring the enemy
out, although we occasionally saw l\ picket in the woodtl or undergrowth.
I therefore shelled the woods on all sides for a while, and returning to
the mouth of Cockle's [CockrellJ Creek, anchored, and kept strict
watch to see if anyone appeared. At about 1 p. m. a large body of
cavalry was seen coming down the road, but they took good care to
keep out of range, and finally disappeared into the woods. Still later,
a picket of two men was discovereu in the edge of some woods near
the ship. A shell from No.2 pivot, which was directed with admirable
precision, made them leave ill haste. A small force ~howing themselves
farther np, I sent the Mercury to shell the woods where they were. At
sunset a new set of pickets Rhowed themselves in the woods near us.
I therefore fired a few more shells int~ these woods. At dark I left for
the Rappahanllock.

The wreck of the picket boat is in sight np Rising Creek, one of the
small creeks making oft' from the river.

Seven refugees which I picked up I sent to the provost-marshal at
Point Lookout by the Ourrituck, which vessel came uown in tho after
noon to learn the cam;e of the firing. They report that the guerrillas
are ordered to join the Army at Richmonu; they estimate the number
at from 500 to 800 in this region. They had no other news of any
importallce.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Actg. Vol. Lieut., Oomdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commauder FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

u. S. S. :YIERCURY,
Great Wicomico River, Virginia, October 17,1864.

SIR: I would respectfully report that about noon on the 15th instant,
while cruising off the coast of Virginia, I spoke the tug Kingfisher, in
search of a small steamer known as picket boat Xo. 2, of the North
Atlantic Squadron, which had left Old Point on Saturday the 8th
instant, and had not been heard of during the intervening week. I
was requested by a naval officer in charge of the tug to search the
coast between Windmill and Smith's points, as it was thought she had
been beached Oil some part of that coast. Being at the time off Bluff
Point, I examined the beach closely between there and the [Great]
·Wicomko River, but could see no trace of the steamer in qnestion.
:My subsequent efforts to discover her were equally unsuccessful nntil
this morning, when I obtained the foJlowing facts from two prisoners
on board the army guulJOat General Foster, viz: About 4: 30 p. m. on
Saturday, the 8th instant, the missing steamer came into the [Great]
Wicomico River and anchored, but had not been there long ere the home
guard, under command of Captain Covington and Lieutenants Rice
and Ford, attacked her with musketry from the bank. She got under.
way and started to go out, bnt ran aground on an oyster bank. "\Vhen
the tide fell she was left nearly dry, and the enemy made an easy
capture of both vestlel and crew. The latter, including her commander,
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were at once taken to Heathsville, and from thence across the Rappa.
hallllOck to Richmonu, while the former was stripped of everything use
ful about her, including a howitzer and several muskets with which she
was armed; they theu burned her. Her boiler and such parts of her
machinery 118 could not easily be taken away are still there, but the
hnll is entirely destroyed by fire. I was also informed that the captain
of the steamer, when asked by his captors what he was doing there,
replied that he had mistaken the river for the Patuxent, a.nd appre
hended no danger. His name, as given to me by my informant, is
Stockholm, but his rank is not known.

In addition to this I would respectfully inform you that the army
gunboat General Poster has since last Saturday, by order of MaJor-Gen
eral Butler, been cruising up and down the river, and on several 0cca
sions landecl parties numbering from 80 to 100 meD, for the purpose of
arresting citizens to be held as hostages for the men lately captured
belonging to the "light-ship off Smith's Point. Whenever they land
they meet with stout resistance from the home guard, who, numbering
about 300, attacked the General Foster yesterday afternoon while some
distance up the river and penetrated tIle sides of her upper works in
several places. She returned the fire and killed. seven of the enemy,
who at once discontinued tIle fight, when they found their bullets, after
striking the General Foster's iron sides, fiattened and fell in the water
without doing the slightest damage, as all her men were safely located
behind iron plates, from whence they poured a deadly fire on the
enemy. The Foster came down and anchored at the mouth of the river
last night, and was again attacked by a party on the sooth bank of
the river. Cruising off the mouth I heard the firing, and saw the
fia8hes from the IJieces as they were fired. I immediately stood in toward.
the scene of action, beat to general quarter8, and cleared ship for action.
When within range I tired two shells at the shore party, which had the
eftect of silencing thflir fire and compelled them to leave a chosen posi
tion on the bank.

The home guard in Northumberland County is said to number not less
than 500 men, and may be collected in a body ready for service in a
few hours. Westmoreland County is capable of furnishing as many
more, and a force of 1,000 men well acqnainted with all the roads and
byways, giving them immense advantage over a force of equal num·
bers, can in case of emergency be raised in a v:ery short time, as the
distance between Great Wicomico and Potomac rivers does not at any
point exceed 25 miles.

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant,
THOMAS NELSON,

Acting Ensign, Oommanding 11[ercury.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER,

Oommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Ensign Nelson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Mercury, of a brief engagement of that vessel with a land force of the
enemy.

u. S. S. MERCURY,
Rappahannock, October 18, 1864.

SIR: I would respectfully report that last night about midnight the
lookout reported a signal light on the northern bank of the [Great] Wi
comico River just above Cockle'8 [Cockrell] Oreek. On closer examina
tion I found it to be a. fire just on the edge of the woods, and conld see
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people passing in front of it as if purposely wanting to show themselves.
I at once conceived an idea that this was a plan to decoy no boat toward the
shore, as I have been told by a citizen the rebels believe that a light
shown from some prominent point is a signal by which refugees apprise
the gunboats of their presence and desire to be taken ofl'. Conformable
to this belief, I stood in toward the bank and fired two 5·second shells
at the fire, one of which exploded within 10 feet of it, and the other,
passing directly over it, exploded a short distance beyond. As I had
expected, three volleys of musketry, fired from three different points at
the same iustant, all of which feU short of the Mercury, was the only
response on the part of the rebels, who immediately put out the fire and
fled. I fired and exploded several 8hells in the woods whither they had
gone, but saw 1I0thing fnrther of the enemy.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS NELSON,

Acting Ensign, Commanding.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. HOOKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report oj Acting Master Tole, F. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Anac08
tia, oj the capture of two Confederates near Mathias Point, Yl~.

U. S. S. ANACOSTIA,
Potomac Flotilla, October 26, 1864.

SIR: I would respectfully report that from information I had received
I sent my executive officer ashore with an armed boat's Cl'ew to the
house of William Crange (near l\Iathias Point, Va.), a soldier in the
Confederate Army, and succeeded in capturing him and lJis brother
John, they being home 011 furlough.

John Crange being severely wounded in the leg, I paroled him.
William I sent to the provost-marshal at Alexandria; also the parole
of John.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonI' obedient. servant,
J AMES e. TOLE,

Acting .lIlaster, Commanding.
Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Master Arthu-r, U. S.Navy, commanding U. S. S. Thomas
Freeborn, regarding boat captured from Smith's Point light-ship.

U. S. S. FREEBORN,
Potomac Flotilla, October 26, 1864.

SIR: The following is a statement of It refugee in regard to the
Smith's Point light-ship's be-at that was captured by the rebels in tlJe
Great Wicomico and is now in the hand8 of two men living 011 Carter's
Creek. Their names are as follows: Captain John Woody, Captain
James Parks.

He says that the boat was purchased by these men at a pnblic sale
held at Lancaster Conrt·Rouse 011 the 19th of last August, or there·
abouts, for the sum of $3,000 in eonfederate money. He further says
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tbat they bougbt the boat to carry produce to Fredericksburg, as tbey
bave been engaged in tbat trade for a long time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WH. A. ARTHUR,

Acting Master, Oommanding.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER,

Oomdg. First Div. Potomac Flotilla, U. S. S. Oom11Wdore Read.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S.Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the burning of three houses on Fleet's Point, Great Wicomico River,
and reconnoissance in Rappahannock River.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, October 28,1864.

SIR: The houses on Heet's [Fleet's] Point, in the Great 'Wicomico
River, Virginia, having been frequently used as a shelter by the home
guards of Northumberland Oounty from whieh to fire upon the boats of
the blockading vessels, and two volleys of musketry baving come from
tbence only a week ago at some officers belonging to the Oommodore
Read while engaged in fishing, I landed a small force there on the 2jth
instant, and burned the houses (tbree in number) to the ground, with
tbeir barns and outbuildings.

On the 26th and 27th instant I made a reconnoissance of the Rappa
hannock to witbin 1\ few miles of Port Royal. On the 26th a boat
belonging to tbis vessel was fired upon, and on the 27th several bullets
from the heights above Tappabanuock struck the Yankee. In each
instance a few shell put the ailsailants to flight.

I have the lJOnor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oonmrander, Oommanding Potomac Fl{)tilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tile Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding capture of schooner Ooquette and sloop James Landry.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, Novenfber 1, 1864.

SIR: 1 bave tbe bonor to report to the Department tbe capture of
the schooner Ooquette and sloop James Sandy [Landry] by tbe U. S.
schooner .11dolph Hugel, Actillg Master S. Nickerson, commanding, on
tbe 26tb and 28tb ultimo. I forward herewith certificates of capture
and prize lists.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potom,ac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Na,vy Department, Washington, D. O.

[Enc1oenre .]

PoltnMC Flotilla.-Cll1'tiftcate of capture.

Name and character of the pri.ze.-Scbooner Ooquette, of Baltimore,
trading vessel. Loading on the Maryland shore for Baltimore.
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By whom and by what vessel capture made.-S. Nickerson, acting
master, commanding U. S. schooner A. Hugel.

W hen capture made.-October 26, 1864.
Where and for what rea801&8.-In Wade's Bay, Potomac River, for

having on board tobacco, in cases, which had just run the blockade from
Virginia by a notorious blockade runner, who was ul!>o on board at the
time, and for leaving one of the vessel's crew at Lower Cedar Point
when bound up with goods brought from Baltimore to run the blockade
to Virginia. This man was captured in the act by a gunboat. The
captain of the vessel also acknowledged to me that the goods were
brought for that purpose and the man left to carry them over.

The cargo, if any on board.-Hogsheads of tobacco, wheat, etc.; boxes
and bales of Lynchburg tobacco, and .3,590.64 in paper and gold and
silver.

What paper8 found.-Coasting license; enrollment. Had no manifest
of the cargo then on board.

Remarks.-Names of men on board: J. C. Deavers, captain; J. Dea·
vers, mate; William Anderson seaman; Lewis Garison, seaman;
J. H. Cunningham, seaman; E. Fontain, a pllo8senger, a refugee from
Virginia; James F. Welch, passenger, a notorions blockade rnnner
from Virginia. Some of the cargo, such as sacks of flour, barrels of
sugar, etc., belonged to the crew, and was brought from Baltimore on
specnlation.

OOTOBER 26, 1864.
I hereby certify that the abovementioned schooner, Ooquette, was

captured by the undersigned, commanding the U. S. schooner A. Hugel,
of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and
that the above and annexed statement is true in every l)articular.

S. NICKERSON,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

PotOf/tllO Floli/la.-Certificate of oapturf.

Name and character of the prize.-Sloop Jame'" Landry, coaster on
the Potomac River.

By wlwm and bylrhat veB8el capture made.-S. Nickerson, acting mas
ter, commanding U. S. schooner A. HU;7el.

When capture made.-October 28, 1864.
Where and forlchat t·eason8.-0ff Alexandria, Va., for having cargo

on board not mentioned on his manifest, also six passengers without
passes and not mentioued on his manifest, also for clearing for a place
after oysters where no oysters grow, and the captain acknowledged to
me that his clearance was a false pretense to carry on another trade.

The cargo, if any on board.-Six passengers and several packages of
shoe thread, etc.

What paper8 found.-License and manifest.
Remark.9.-Names of persons on board: Franklin Perry, captain (col.

ored); William Lee, passenger (colored); John Thomas, passenger
(colored); John G. Harris, passenger (colored); Stephen Jordan, pas·
senger (colored); Thomas Nevitt, passenger (colored); James Nevitt,
passenger (colored). These men are nearly all in the employ of the
Government and had no passes.

OOTOBER 28, 1864.
I hereby certify that the above-mentioned sloop, James Landry, was

captured by the undersigned, commsndiug the U. S. schooner A. Hugel,
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of the Potomac Flotilla, at the time and place above designated, and
that the above and annexed statement is true in every particular.

S. NICKERSON,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

Report of Oommand~rParker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding capture of sloop Zion.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, November 4,1864..

Sm: I have the honor to report the capture of the sloop Zion on the
morning of tIle 2<1 instant by the U. S. schooner Adolph Hugel, Acting
Master S. Nickerson, commanding.

I transmit herewith certificate.. of capture and prize list.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedieut servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oommander Park~, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the capture of two army wagons and burning of sloop Buckskin.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, November 10, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to iriform the Department that on the 7th
instant Acting Master Tole, commauding U. S. S. Anucostia, destroyed
two rebel army wagons near Aquia (Jreek, which were used to convey
blockade goods from that place to Fredericksburg, V n.., and ou the 9th
instant burned in ChopawamsicCreek the sloop Buckskin, of Alexan
dria, which was captured about ten days since by guerrillas.while
anchored in the creek engaged in getting wood.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Fl<JtiUa,
urging the necessity of increased nvmber of vessels to insure safety to the
flotilla.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, November 22,1864.

Sm: I have to report to the Department that seven of the vessels of
this flotilla are now disabled, and as I learn from the provost-marshal
of Baltimore that a large number of schooners trading between that
port and New York will endeavor during the coming winter to land
goods OIl the Virginia shore somewhere between the Piankatank and
Potomac rivers, I wouhl respectfully urge that a couple of good steam
ers capable of keeping the bay in stormy weather be added to my com
mand at as early a date as possible.

• Not found.
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I would also most earnestly request that two vessels of light draft,
similar to the Stryping Sumes, be sent to me, since I have it from
undoubted authority that Lieutenant Beverly Kennon, of the rebel
Navy, has been appointed torpedo officer for the Rappahallnock and
neighboring rivers, and I feel that I (~an insure the sluety of this flotilla,
and especially of the guard vessel off St. George's Island, the valuable
store vessel at St. Inigoes, and the large fleet of transports frequently
allchored at Point Lookout, from torpedo boats, only by constantly
scouring the creeks leading from the Piankatank, Happahannock,
Great \Vicomico, Little 'Wicomico, Coan, and Yeocomico rivers, which,
with the vessels now at my disposal, I am not able to do.

I had formed the intention of attempting this with howitzer launches,
but upon a reconnoissance found it to be impracticable, the banks of
the creeks being lined with thickets, from which the enemy's riflemen
would pick off our oarsmen with impunity.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL' A. P .A.RKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac .I!'lotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department, WaBhingtDn, D. C.

Orde,' of the Secretary of the Xavy to Commander Parker, U. S. Nary,
regarding U. S. S. Stepping Stones.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, November 25, 18fi.J..

SIR: The steamer Stepping Stoncs, now at the Washingtoll navy
yard, is hereby attaclled to the Potomac Flotilla.

Yery respectfully, .

Commander F. A. PARKER,
• Commanding Potomac .I!'lotilla, WaB/tington.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac .I!'lo
ti lin, transmitting eorrespondence regarding the capture of a party from
the U. S. S. Yankee, by Confederates near Fort Lowry, Va., November
24,1864.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, November 30, 1864.

SIR: I regret to inform the Department that on the Uth instant
Acting Master G. C. Schnlze, commanding U. S. S. Yankee, while on
shore with a party of his men on a reconnoissance near }<'ort Lowry, on
the Rappahannock River, became in some way separated from his com
wand and fell into the hands of the enemy, who captnred with him
First-class Boy William Schwarzkopt. On the evening of the same
day an impertinent note addressed to me was sent on board the Yankee
from a certain Captain Roane, commanding Rappahannock District,
which, with a copy of my reply, I enclose.

r have the honor, to be your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. GIDEON'WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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[Enclosures.)

SIR: If any private property is destroyed b~' men of your comma.nd
in the district which I have tho honor to command the prisoners cap
tured by me this evening will be made to suffer for it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. D. ROANE,

Oaptain, Oommanding Rappahannock District.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

u. S. S. DON,
Off Tappahannock, Va., November 30, 1864.

SIR: In reply to your commuuication of the 24th instant, just
received, I have to inform you that tIle property of unoffending citizens
on the rivers blockaded by the squadron under my command will con- .
tinue to be respected by me in the future as it has been in the past.

When, however, private dwellings are used by rebels a8 a shelter
from which to fire at my boats, a8 was the case not long since iu the
Great Wicomico and on this river at a point not far below here, which
I presume to be withiu the district which you have the honor to com
mand, I shall, undeterred by your threat, burn them to the ground,
well knowing that the Government will sustain me in so doing, and will
not fail to retaliate upon the person of two prisoners in its possession,
of equal rank and condition, any barbarities which iuhumanity may
prompt you to intlict, in consequence of my acts, upon Acting :Master
Schulze and the lad, William Schwartzkopt, now in your power; and
on my own part, I do assure you that should any harm befall either of
them through your instrumentality, I will not·leave a house standing on
either bank of this riyer from Port Royal to its mouth.

In conclusion, you must pardon me for expressing the conviction that
the fortunes of the Confederacy must be at a very low ebb, and its
military in a most disorganized condition, when a captain in its service
arrogates to himself the right to dispose of its prisoners of war as in
his judgment he may think proper.

I have the houor to be, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Captain L. D. ROANE,

Oommanding Rappahannock District.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to the commandant naval station, Bal
timore, regarding U. S. S. Morse.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 6,1861.
SIR: Direct the U. S. S. Morse to proceed to St. Mary's Md., and

report to Commander F. A. Parker for duty in the Potomac Flotilla.
Very respectfully, etc.,

Commodore T. A. DOBNIN,
Oommanding Naval Station, Baltimore.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oaptain Kilty, U. S. Na1JY, com
manding U. S. S. Roanoke, in view of the rumored prepa,ration of tor
pedoes by the enemy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 9,1864.
Sm: I transmit herewith a copy of a communication- addressed to

Major-General Augur by General Barnes, commanding at Point Look
out, and referred to this Department, relat.ive to the rumored prepara·
tion of torpedoes to attack the Roanoke. It behooves you to be on your
guard and to adopt every precaution against surprise or injury from the
source indicated.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Captain A. H. KILTY,
Oommanding U. S. S. Roanoke, Point Lookout, Md.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy,
regarding U. S. S. Periwinkle.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December 17,1864.
SIR: The U. S. S. Periwinkle, at Philadelphia, has been ordered to

proceed to St. Mary's and report for duty in the Potomac Flotilla.
Very respectfully, etc.,

Oommander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington.

Report of Oommander Pat'ker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the destruction of boats and scows maslled by the Oonfederates on
Ooan River.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, December 19, 1861.

Sm: Learning from the provost-marshal of Baltimore that the enemy
were massing boats on Coan River for the purpose of making a raid on
the bay, I sent the Oreur de Lion and Mercury thither on the 1i>th
instant, under the command of Acting Mastel' Morris, who found col
lected thirty-one large boats and two scows, all of which he destroyed.
Tile home guard~ in large force, made a show of resistance, but were
quickly driven ott". '

A suit of schooner's sails was captured, which I shall use in the
flotilla.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.-------_._-----
• Not fOIlDd.
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Semimonthly 8tatement of vU8els in the Potomac Flotilw..

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, January 1, 1865.

Preeent duty or BtatlGa.Comm..nding officer.(,1.....Name.

William Baoon ..

An....oaU ..
J &Cob Bell .

r:renr de Lion .
llon .

4 Sere.... =.~I ACtlnjtM....terJ.;;;OI,,··=I-01f-~~·~n.:~TW.
4 Side wheel.... Actlug Volunteer LieoteDant In Po_ R1nr.

I H.J.Coop.
4 Schooner ... "1 Actlng Muter S. Hal..... ...•... Guanl \'"",,,I olf St.

. George'e Island.
5 Screw · Acting Enalgn E. P. PlJtefllOll"l Repariug at the WubiDg.

. ton navy rani.
3 Side wheel.... ActinK Kuter W. G. Morrie.... In 1'0toID8C Riv.,..
6 Serew Lientenant·Commander T. H. ,Crlllelnlt In Cbeapoake

Eutman. ,. Bay and Potomac Jti.....
Dragon ••••••.•.. 2 do Acting Enelen I. Hallock In Potomac River.
Ell.. •••••• Side wheel. Actlog Muter H. O. Stooe...... Di.palAlh boa'-
Eurek.. 1 Screw i Actinjt En.ip S. W. Wani ""', St. loiJlO"lL
Fuch.1a 6 do Acting 1II ter W. T. Street I Point Lookoot.
l<'reebom 3 Side whee\.. .. t Acting Maater W. A. Arthur"'1 Repairing ..t WaabiDp'

1 , navy "imI.
Adolph Hngel... 4 SChooner .....1 Acting M....ter S. Nickerson .... [ Gu..rd v_I off AleDO-

. 6 I dria.
Morae Side heel. 1 Acting Maoter G. W. Hyde Of!' Rappah.nJlOCk Rim.
Mercury......... 2 .....do , Aet1ng Muter T. Nelsou [ OIfGreat Wicomico Rim.
Prim"?",, 2 SCrew

1
Acting En.lgn S. o en lln Potomac River.

~;:;~~~~'I""6' i'Sid~' ~j,;,ei::: l A~.i?~t~~,;t;,;,~· ·ii~;'i~;;.mt· ~J.6~i:tr:..Dlvy

Resolute......... 2 I Sorew Act!n/C Enolgn E. K; Howlan.d. Do. .
Re""uo I ., do '" Acting En8ign W. F. Hodgkm· In PotolD8C River.

I loon.
Stepping Ston... . 5 Side wheel. ... ' Acting M....ter E. A. Roderick .. Repairing at the Davy

I I yard, W••blnl(toD.
Teaaer........... 2 I Screw Acting Enall[D B. Walker ...... In Potomac River.
Verben.. 2

1

' do Actiug En.11tO J. A.. Ha,·en•... Telld"r to the i"'Il<lad

I
Roanoke at Poilll Look·

. onto
Wyandank ...... 2 Stn"'Rhlp __ '"'. Acting M ter J. Taylor __ Slore.hlp at St.lnl~.. ,
yankee.......... 4 Side wheel. ... ' Acting M ter L. G. Cook OtT RappabaDnock Rinr.

, I

Cnrrltllck .......

IGun•.

------'

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant.
FOXHALL A. PARKEB,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,

Report of Oommander Pat-ker, U. S. Navy, regarding U. S. ,teo.fllen
Morse and Periwinkle.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, January 1, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to report that the U. S. steamers Mor,e and
Periwinkle have reached here and will be sent to the Rappahannock.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oftlte Navy.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Actinfl Volunteer Lieutenant Gar
field, U. S. Navy, regarding U. S. S. Ba.nshee.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 3,1865.
Sm: Proceed with the U. S. S. Banshee to St. Mary's, Md., and report

to Commander F. A. Parker for duty in the Potomac Flotillu.
Very respectfully, etc.,

GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. H. GARFIELD,
Oommanding U. S. S. Banshee, Norfolk.

[Telegram.]

ST. INIGOES, MD., .January 4,1865.
(Received at Washington 6:50 p. m.)

Will you please give an order to work day and night on the vessels
of the flotilla at the navy yard. I need them. The rebels are up to
some deviltry on the Rappahannock. I captured there this morning
two barrels of powder and two torpedoes, and I learn from various
sources that a torpedo expedition is being organized for an attack in
this qnarter.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Oomma,nding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the capture of powder and tCYl"pcdoes on the Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, .January 4, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to report to the Department that I landed this
mQrning a party of seamen, nnder the command of Acting Master
Tole, on the right bank of the Rappahannock, abont 6 miles from its
mouth, and captnred two barrels of powder and two torpedoes, which I
had been informed were collected there.

I regret to add that the rebels who were in charge of them got awp,y
from us.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1"OXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
N W R-VOL~2
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[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 4, 186.5.
Hasten the repnirs of the vessels of the Potomac Flotilla, the vessels

being much wanted. Has the Sophronia sailed.'
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary.
Commodore J. B. MONTGOMERY,

Oommandant Nat'Y Yard, Washington, D. O.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Janu.a.ry 4,1865.
Report at Washington with the Don.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the NafJy.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomae Flotilla, St. Inigoes, St. Mary's Oounty, Md.

[Telegram.]

ST. INIGOES, January 4 1865.
(Received. at Washington 6: 55 p. m.)

Telegram just received. WiIllea.ve immediately for Washington.
F. A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oom'mand,'Il} Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

.Assistant Secretary of Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, ,January 5,1865.
Consult with military authorities and give your opinion as to with

drawal of Roanoke.
By order Secretary:

G. V. Fox,
Assistant 8ecret.ary.

Capt. A. H. KILTY,
Oomma7Uling Ironclad Roanoke, Point Lookout, Md.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Janu.ary 6, 1865.
Rear·Admiral Porter reports that he has information that an organ

iu',fl phln is nearly ready for execution to attack your vessel at night
with torpedoes. Take care tllat the Roanoke is protected by means
that will prevent a boat reaching the ship at nigbt.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the NafiY.

Capt. A. H. KILTY,
Oommanding Ironclad Roa1lOke, Point Lookout, Md.
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Letter from tile Secretary oftl£e Navy to Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy,
commanding Pof.v-mac Flotilla, transmitting information from U. S.
consul at Toronto, Oanada.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 9, 1865.
SIR: I enclose herewith a copy of an important dispatch, dated the

3d instant, addressed to the Secretary of State by the U. S. consul at
Toronto and communicated to this Department, giving information in
regard to a plan which the insurgents have of sending and receiving
dispatches, their messengers crossing the Potomac in the vicinity of
Port Tobacco.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Wa-shington.

[Enclosure.)

U. S. CONSULATE,
Toronto, Canada West, January 3,1865.

Sm: The following facts having been given to me, I hasten to trans
mit them directly to you without losing the several days' time necessary
to occupy by sending througll the consul·general. I shl\]], however,
enclose him a copy. I am not informed of the names of parties inter
elSted, only their initials, which I give as I receive them.

The rebels in this city have a quick amI successful communication
with Jeff Davis and the authorities in Richmond in the following man
ner: Having plenty of money at their command, they employ British
subjects, who are provided with British passports and also with pass
ports from Colonel -- (probably Jacob Thompson), which are
plainly written, name and date of issue, on fine silk, and are ingeniously
secreted in the lining of the coat. They carry dispatches, which are
made and carried in the same manner. These messengers wear metal
buttons, upon the in8ide of which dispatches are most minutely photo
graphed, not perceptible to the naked eye, but are easily read 'by the
aid of a powerful leus. Letters are written but are closely interlined
with imperceptible ink (as they term it) to which when a certain chemi
cal is applied, is easily deciphered. The messenger arriving at Balti·
more receives additional instrnctions from "B--," and proceeds to
Washington; here he undergoes a thorough examination, is searched
and permitted to pass. He takes' flo southeasterly direction to Port
Tobacco, where be is sheltered by a widow, "Mrs. F--," and at dead
of night crosses in an india-rubber boat to the south side of the Poto
mac; theuce he goos to Bowling Green, where his rebel passport is used
to "Guerrilla B--" who bastens him on to Richmond. He returns
by the same route. The last trip was made in fourteen days (December
14 to 28). Boxes are received from Port Tobacco marked" Mineral
specimens," with dispatches secreted in the liuing.

This information is reliable-from flo person who has seen the dis
patches and has personal kuowledge of the facts. I hope to be able to
get informatiou more fully, names, and wheu tIle next messenger leaves,
etc., which I shall lose no time in communicattng to the Department.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. J. KIMBALL,

U. S. Oonsular Agenf..
Hon. WH. H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, Wa-skington, D. O.
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Report of Oaptain Kilty, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. RoafWke,
regarding p"eparation for the protection of that vessel from torpedoes.

U. S. IRONCLAD ROANOKE,
Point Lookout, Jarluary 9, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that for the past
week I have been endeavoring to place this ship in a condition to t"ms·
trate any attempt to iujure ller by means of torpedoes, aud that I now
consider her defenses as strong as with the limited means at hand they
could be made.

Having obtained timberon shore by permissionofGeneral Barnes, who
also furnished transportation for it, I have placed it in the shape of spars
strongly secured athwart the deck, and hung to their ends, extending
20 feet beyond the ship, a heavy rope net, which is kept steady by the
stream chain, running round the lower edge under water. The ship is
completely enclosed by this net, and our howitzers, I think, could be
effectively used against any boat that shonld attempt to reach the ship,
before it could possibly attain that object. The guns are manned, and a
strict watch kept throughout the night; and as Commander Parker has
placed. two vessels to guard the creeks immediately opposite to Point
Lookout, and oue to cruise between Smith's Point amI this ship, I do
not see that more can be done to prevent tbe operations of torpedo boa.ts
in this quarter. The Department will have seeu, however, from the
report of Chief Engineer Fithian, that the Roanoke can not be kept at
this point much longer, and, to the defects therein mentioned, I would
add that her galley is nearly worn out, and must shortly undergo a
thorough repair, or be replaced by a new one.

I can not close this communication without stating that I feel much
indebted to Brigadier-General Barnes for the ready and cordial manner
in which on this, as on all other occasions, he has cooperated with me.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. KILTY,

Captain.
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Oaptain Kilty, U. 8. Navy, com
manding U. S. S. Roanoke, regarding rumored plan for the destruction
of that vessel by torpedoes.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 9,1865.
Sm: Some weeks since the Department wrote to you in reference

to a movement reported on foot to destroy the Roanoke by torpedoes.
From a dispatcb just received from Rear-Admiral Porter it would seem
that snch a movement is actually contemplated. He says he learns
that boats are to be carried across the eountry to the Wicomico or
other branches of the Potoma.c, for the purpose of attacking the Roan
oke at night with torpedoes. In view of these reports it behooves you
to neglect no preparation or plan for preventing the insurgents from
accomplishing their nefarious object.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nav-y.
Oaptain A. H. KILTY,

Oommanding U. S. S. Roanoke, Point Lookout, Md.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding plan for the destruction of
U. s. S. Roanoke by torpedoes.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 9,1865.
Sm: From dispatches captured from the rebels it is ascertained that

a plan is on foot to blow up or sink the Roanoke. It is proposed to
carry boats across the country to the 'Wicomico or other branches of
the Potomac and attack the Roanoke at night. Oaptain Kilty has been
advised of this design and enjoined to make preparations against it,
but it is important that the Wicomico shonld be closely watched, as
well as other branches of the Potomac in that vicinity, by the flotilla.
nuder your command.

Very respectfully, etc., GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Oommander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy,
regarding U. S. S. Banshee.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 9,1865.
8m: The U. S. S. Ban81tee, Acting' Volunteer Lieutenant Walter H.

Garfield, has been ordered from Norfolk to St. Marys, Md., to report
for duty in the Potomac Flotilla.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Oommander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington.

Report of Oaptain Kilty, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Roanoke,
requesting additional howitzers in view of anticipated attack upon that
ve8sel.

U. S. IRONCLAD ROANOKE,
Point Lookout, January 11, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 9th instant,
advising me of the receipt of a dispatch (rom Rear-Admiral Porter,
having reference to a contemplated attack on this ship by rebel torpedo
boats.

You will have learned from my letter of the same date (No.2) that I
have made every possible preparation for such an event, but as I shall
be obliged to rely chiefly upon my howitzers as a repelling force at
close quarters, and I have but three, it would be advisable, I think, if
the ship is to remain here, to supply me with three more, namely, two
smoothbore and one ritle 12·ponnder howitzers, with fleld carriages.
Should the Department determine to seud the ship to Norfolk, as sug
gested by Chief Engineer Fithian, it would be necessary for her to get
iuto dock, as her bottom is very foul and her pump valves partially
obstructed.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
A. H. KILTY,

Oaptain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nat:y, Washington" n. O.
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[Telegram.]

CITY POINT, January 13, 1865-4:10 p. m.
(Received at Washington 4:15 p. m.)

Just down from Aiken's. Shall I wait longer'
F. A. PARKER,

OOfl~mandingU. S. S. Don.
HOD. G. V. Fox,

.Assistant Secretary Navy.

Semimonthly statement of vessels of tM Potomac Flotilla.

P01'OMA.C FLOTILLA.., January 15, 1865.

Name. Gnna. ClIollR. Commanding officer. Preeent dnty or Alstlon.

Ella Paddle wheel.
Eureka. . . .. . . 2 Screw .
Freeborn. . . .. . . . 3 Paddle wheel.
Fuchala .. . .. . • . . 6 Screw .
Adolph Hugel... 3 Schooner ..
Jnniper 2 Screw ......•.
Mercnry . . ••.. .. . 2 Paddle wheel.

~rl~~·:::::::: ~ I:::J~::::::::
Periwinkle ..•... 2 Sorew ..
Commodore Read Paddle wheel.
Reaolute......... 2 Screw .
Rescne 1 do ..
Stepping Stones. 5 Paddle wheel.
Te er. .. . . . .. . . 2 Screw .
Verbena......... 2 ..•..do .
Wyand&nk .•.... 2 Paddlo wheel.
yankee.......... 4 ..... do ........

Do.
Under repail'll, navy yard.
Yeocomico River.
FIAg>lbip.

Dlapatch boat.
St. Inigoes Creek.

~rltt::k::t
Potomao River.
Under repall'8, navy yard.
Wleomico.
Rappahannock River.
Pol<lmao River.
New River.
Under repain, navy ~·ard.
Potomao Rh·er.
Rt. Hary'. River.
Under repRiMl, navy yard.
Under repall'8, St. Inig""".
Point LoOkout.
Rtoreablp. St. Inigoes.
Rappahannock.

Anaco.tia .....•.
William Bacon ...
Jacob Bell ....•..

Banshee .

C<rnr de Lion .
Cnrrituck .
Dragon .
Don .

4 Screw .
4 Schooner .
4 Paddle wheel.

5 .••..do .

S •••••do .
5 Screw .
2 ...•.do .
II do .

Acting Master 'fole Rappah&llnock River.
Acting M....ter Haines.......... Mouth of St. MaIJ··•.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant I' Under repalra, St. lulgoeo.

Coop. .
Aoting Volunteer LienteWUlt . COlUlllDd Yoocomlcorlvera.

G.rfield.
Actln~Master Morria .
AJting Enalgn Aln.wortb .
Acting Enaign Hallock .
Lleutenant·Commander Eaat·

mao.
Acting Muter Stono .
A.otlng Ensign Ward .
Acting Muter Artbnr .
Acting Master Street .
Aoting Muter Nlokeraon .
Aotlng Ensign Sheridan .
Aotlng Ensign Nelann .
Acting MMter Hyde .
Aotlng M ter Owen .
AotlnJ{ Muter Macy .
Lieutenant Hooksr .
Acting Ensign Howland .
Acting Ensign Barrett .
Acting Huter Roderiok .
Acting Ensign Walker ..
Acting Ensign Haven .
Acting Master Taylor .
Acting Master Cook .

FOXHA.LL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Pot<nnac Flotilla.

Hon. CihnEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Report ofOommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding plan of the Oonfederates for the destruction of U. S. S.
Roanoke.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, January 16, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 9th instant, in relation to the plan of the rebels to blow up the
Roanoke, and report that I have for BOme time past had. two ve88els
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cruising off the mouth of the Wicomico ami two off the mouth of tIle
Ooan and Yeocomico rivers, the direction from which I should expect
the attack.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the Narry.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, regarding U. S. S. Banshee.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, ,January 16, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to report that the U. S. S. Banshee has reported
for duty in the Potomac Flotilla.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the Narry.

Order oj Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Oommander
Eastman, U. S. Navy,jor transportation oj jfr. Blair.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, January 20,1865.

SIR: You will proceed to Aiken'8 Landing [James River1with Mr.
Blair on board and wait until he is ready to return.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Lieutenant-Commander T. H. EASTMAN,
Oommanding U. S. S. .Don.

Detailed report of Lieutenant-Oommander Eastman, U. S. Navy, com
manding U. S. S. .Don, oj the cruise oj that vessel in obedience to
Department orders.

u. S. S. DON,
Annapolis, Md., January 28,1865.

8m: In obedience to your order of the 20th instant, I proceeded to
Aiken's Lauding on the James River and landed Mr. Blair, reported to
Commander W. A. Parker, senior naval officer present, and showed him
my orders.

It bein~ rumored that the rebel rams were coming down the river, I
rigged the torpedo to the bow of the Don and kept her ready to run
into the first one that came in sight, believing I should be able to sink
her or rnn her aground. .

On the afternoon of the 23d I was ordered by Oommander W. A.
Parker to communicate with Rear·Admiral D. D. Porter "wherever he
may be found," and hand him a letter.

1 immediately got underway, and on the 24th instant reported to
Commodore Lanman, senior naval officer at Hampton Roads, who sent
the letter I carried to Admiral D. D. Porter at Wilmington [N. C.], by
the U. S. S. Fort Jackson.



Captain W. TELL STREET.

504 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

Commodore Lanman then ordered me to Norfolk to report to Commo
dore William Radford, commanding U. S. S. Ironsides, and to tell him
to proceed up .Tames River with the Ironsides. I hastened to Norfolk
and reported to Commodore Radford, who ordered me to remaiu near
him and follow the Ironsides up James River, which order I obeyed, the
Ironsides and Don arriving at Bermuda Hundred on the morning of
the 26th.

On the evening of the 26th, while waiting for permission to return to
tbe Potomac, as General Grant had sent me word that Mr. Blair had
returned, I receiv€d an order from Commodore Radford to be ready to
take Vice-Admiral Farragut to Wasbington.

Soon after Vice-Admiral Farragut came on board, and at early day
light I started down the James River, and on the evening of the 28th
arrived at Annapolis, when the admiral left the ship without giving
me further orders.

I immediately reported to you by telegraph and informed you that I
am in want of coal, and by the 4th of Febrnary will want provisions.

I stopped at Point Lookout a few hours and learned that there wa.s
no coal at St. Inigoes, but General Barnes kindly gave me coal enough
to bring the admiral to Annapolis.

I also report that at Norfolk the port anchor hooked in some obstruc
tion, and, after working for an hour and a half, found it was a heaYy
anchor and cable which had been probably stretched across the river
by the rebels. I slipped and buoyed my chain at the 15·fathom shackle
and reported the fact to Oommodore Godon, U. S. S. SusqlUJhanna, as I
had not time to remain and clear the obstruction.

Respectfully,
T. H. EASTMAN,

Lieutenant·Commander, U. S. Na1:Y.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

ST. INIGOES, January 24,1865.
By orders of tbe commander, you will place your vessel near the

Roanoke, and remain there until further orders, wit,h just sufficient
steam to go ahead at a moment's warning. Send Dragon to Rappahan
nock, to report to Oaptain Ha;}'den [Hyde'] to give up cruising with the
vessels under his command and economize 111 every way in coal. Those
who have coal must share with those who have Ilone. I will send his
coal as soon as we can. Be vigilant and be ready to go ahead at a
moment's warning.

Send the Dragon here as soon as she returI1,8 from the Rappahannock.
JAMES TAYLOR,
Commanding Officer.

Letter from Brigadier-General Barnes, U. S. At'my, commanding District
of St. Ma,ry's, to Acting MlUIter Street, U. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Fuchsia, transmitting statements of refugee regarding Oonfed·
qrate affairs.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ST. MARY'S,
Point Lookout, J1fd., January 26,1865.

CAP'I.'AIN: I transmit to you for the information of the commanding
officer the following statement made by a refugee, James Brier, an
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Englishman. Says he was a. conductor on the Virginia Central Rail
road, a statio:Jl agent at Richmond, Va., in the freight establishment,
five years, as conductor four years, and sometimes ran an engine:

Left Richmond 9th January; was sent 110wn tho northern neck with two wagons
by the railroacl company to bny pork for the company at 12~ contI! in gold. ROllght
35,000 pounds j it \\"us sellt to Richmond; ClllllO back for the remainder, and took
that opportunity to leave thl'm; pay dllo me. Fivo hundred pel'8ons, Confedl,rntes,
came o\'er with IL blockade runner nllllied Gibson; lives at Pmtt street" BI\ltimore;
a short man; expects to RO back in about one mouth j amillo r ..bel captain, who was
g-oing to tho eastern shore; don't know his IInmo, but think it was Chandlcr; IL tall
man, qnite gray, but says he was only 23 ycurs of aRe.

I went to Leonardtown and gavll myself lip to Captain Buokley. l\Iosuy's meu
are preparinl{ to make llo raid; Retting boats from Rkhmontl with a view of captur.
ing BOrne of the sohoone1"ll about St. Mary's River, on the Potomac, anti some of the
tugs; about 400 or 500 m"n; n.lieutenunt-colonel is cOlllmanding. Theymet't as fol
lows: Ono company at Hague, in Westmoreland County; ono company at Heaths
ville, in Northumberland Connty; ono company at Warsaw, in RichlllUlHI COllnt,y;
ono compan~' at Lancaster Conrt-House, in Lancaster COllnty. They havo battalion
drill about once in three weeks. They live in numbers ofthreo or fOllr at tho ditl'er
ent farm houses. Willoughby Newt()u hOIl the lar~est number at his hOllse. He
hlUl a lIu!!e quantity of pork; has killed 100 or 125 hogs certain; is lIot thron~h ~"et.

The expedition will he ready ILB soon ns the boats from RichlUonllnrrive. EXJlects
to start from Port .Jerick [Poor .Jack'] Cn,,,k, ill Wostmoreluud County, opposite
Breton's Bay. The citizens are not iu favor of it.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
J AMES BARNES,

Brigadier- General, Oommanding.
Ca.ptain STREET, U. S. Na.vy,

Oomm-anding U. S. S. Fuchsia.

Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Na,vy, regarding U. S. S. Roanoke.

U. S. S. FUCHSIA,
Off PO'int Lookout, January 26, 1865.

Roanoke left this point at 10 a. Ul. for

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

SIR: The U. S. ironclad
Hamptoll Roads, Va.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WH. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Oommanding Fuchsia.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding limits of command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Jan1lary 31,1865.
SIR: The limits of the Potomac Flotilla are hereby extended to and

will embrace Back River, Virginia, and J"our command will include all
the vessels at present on duty within those limits.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON 'WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Oommander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington.
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Semimonthly statement of vessels oj the Potomac Flotilla.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, February 1,1865.

Name.
I
GUDS. C1aoB. Commanding ofllear. Pl'll8flnt duty or .tation.

Coan and Yeocomico rivera
Under repaint, navy yard.

Do.
Yeocomico River.
Flag.hip.

Resolute .
Rp8CU6 ~._ ••••• _.

Stepping Stones.
Teuer .
VerbenA .
Wyandanlr. .
yankee .

Banshee ..
Cmur de Lion .
Curritnck .
Dragon .......•..
Don ..

AnacosUa .
William Macon .
Jacob Bell .....•.

----- -----------1----.._-

4 Screw 1 Acting MR8ter Tole Rappahannock River.
4 Schooner Acting Master Haines Mouth ofSt. Mary's River.
4 Paddle wheel. Acting Volunteer I,lentenant PotomlW River.

Coop.
5 .•... do .. . . . . .. Acting En.lgn Gihson .
3 do Acting Master Morrl•..........
5 Screw........ ActlnR Ensign Ainsworth .
2 .•••.do Acting Ensign Hallock .
6 .••..do '1 Lleutenant·Commander· East·

man.
Ella .....•....... ' Paddle wheel. Acting Ma.terStone DSt.ispan.~oehbaOACreet.k.
Eureka.......... 2 Screw Acting Ensign Ward........... lng'
Freeborn.. 3 Paddle wbeel. Acting Maoter Arthur.......... Rappahannock Ril·er.
Fuchsia......... 6 Screw........ Acting M.sler Street........... Pomt Lookout.
Adolph Hugel... 3 Schoon", Actlug M terNlckcrson Potomac River.
Heliotrope....... 1 Paddle wheel. Acting Ensign an,l Pilot Griflln. St. Inigoes Creek.
•J uniper.......... 2 Screw........ Acting Ensign Sheridan........ Potomac River.
Mercury......... 2 Paddle wheel. Acting EnsiRn Nelson i Wicomico River.
Morse 6 do , Acting Ma.terHyde Rappahannock River.
Primro"" 2 Screw........ Acting Ensign Owen [ Potomac River.
Periwinkle 2 do Acting MaotorMscy ' New River.
Commodore Read 0 Paddle wheel. Acting Volnnteer Llentenant I Under repaint, na\"y yard.

Hooker. I
2 Screw Acting Ensign Howland , , Polomac River.
1 do Acting Ensign Barrett ' St. MIU"Y's River.
5 Paddle wheel. Acting MlUI.tcr Roderick 1 Under repaira, navy )·ard.
2 Screw Acting Ens.gn Walker Pot"mac River.
2 •••••do Acting Enalg" Havens 1Point Lookout.
2 .•...•..•.•..•.. Acting MlUIter Taylor ! Storeahip, St. IniKocs.
4 Paddle wheel. Acting Master Cook 1 Rappahannock River.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commantling Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj the Navy.

[Telep;ram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Febr1Utry 10, 1865.
It is reported that rebels will attempt to destroy Wolf Trap and other

lights on Chesapeake.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj the Navy.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Fl{)tilla, U. S. S. .Don, Washington.

[Telegram.]

WASHINGl'ON NAVY YARD, February 10, 1865.
(Received at Washington 6:20 p. m.)

Dispatch received. Will send boats at once to look out for light
boats.

F. A. PARKER,
Commander.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj Navy.
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FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac F lotUla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander HOOKER,
Oommanding U. S. 8. Oommodore Read.

Order of Oommander Pat'ker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. S. Navy, com
manding First Division, to protect Woif Trap light·boat.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, February 11, 1865.

SIR: Proceed to the Rappanmlllock and resume yonI' duties 011 that
station, including within your jurisdictioll the coast as far south as the
Wolf Trap light-boat, to which you will be careful to give ample pro
tection.

Send one of your boats to the eastern shore for the protection of its
light·houses, for which purpose the commanding officer must put him
self in commuuication with the military authorities. ])0 not allow the
Rappahannock to be ascended higher than Urbana, and avoid all
appearance of a reconnoissance of that river.

I am, respectfully, yours,

Report of Acting Ensign Nelson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Mer·
cury, regarding cruise for the protection of light-boat o.ffSmith's Point.

U. S. S. MERCURY,
Off Smith's Point, Va., February 14, 1865.

SIR: I would respectfully report that a full month since the date of
last cleaning of the Jllercury's boilers expires to-morrow, the 15th instant.

I would also report that I received an order (a copy of a telegraph
dispatch signed F. A. P.) on the 12th instant, requiring me to cruise
by the light vessel oft' Smith's Point as a protection to her,

The rebel cavalry has becn down on the neck close to the bay shore
and taken away several horses from Union people living there, but I
am informed have gone back to headquarters again.

Amount of coal OIl hand, 22 tons, which, at this rate of consumption,
will last me eight days from date. I shall not leave my station to CODl
municate witlJin that time, unless ordered to do so. No countersigns
have been furnished me for Febrnary.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS NELSON,

Acting Ensign, Oommanding.
Acting Master G. W. HYDE,

Oomdg. Rappahannock and Wicomico Blockading Fleet,
U. S. S. Morse.

GIDEON WELLES
Sem-etary of the Navy.

Order of the Secretat·y of the Navy to Oommodore Radford, U. S. Navy,
regarding U. S. 8. Delaware.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 14, 1865.
SIR: If the Delaware (fourth rate) can be spared from the flotilla on

JlUDes River, order her to report to the commanding officer of the
Potomac Flotilla.

Very respectfully,

Commodore WM. RADFORD,
Oommanding James River Flotilla, James River, Virginia.
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Semimonthly statement of vessels of the Potomac .Flotilla.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, February 15, 1865.

Name.

Dragon ..
Don .

AnaMstia .
William Bacon .
Jacob Hell ..

Ban.hee ..
Greur de I,lon ..
Curritnck .

\(;Un8. Class. -I~ ~omma~d;;g-o~~~r~ ,-- '\-Pre':~tdn;y or station.

~ Scre~~.~ 1 Acting Maste~Tole ~~ 1'Ra~~~annoc~ ~~ver.
, , Schooner Acting Master HalnN : Hnnth of St. H&r)"s RI er., IPaddle wbeel.' Actin/{ Volnnteer Lieutenant I Potom.c RIver.

Coop. .
B do 1 Acting EnRign Greene ' l:nderrepalra. n y yard.
S , do Acting Master Morri. Do.SI Screw : Acting Fint As_lstant Engl. Do.

I neer Clum. In cbarge.
2 do 1 Acting Ensign Walkor Yeocomlco RIver.
6 do........ Llentenant·Commander East· Flagahlp.

I man.
Ella............. ...... Paddle wheel. Acting Maater Stone........... DStl.•l'natlchoebsO)'::.....k.
Eureka.......... 2 Screw ........ Acting EnRI/(n Ward........... I g v.~

1'"r""born S Paddle wheel. Actin/( MMler Arthnr HappnhDnnock Hiver.
1'"uch_Ia 6 Screw........ Actiug Master Street........... Point Lookont.
Adolph II n!tel... B Hehooner..... Actin/( Mast"r Nlcker.on ...... , Potnmac !(Inr.
Heliotrope....... 1 Paddle wh''''1. Acting Ensign and Pil"t Orimn.' St. Jnlgot'S Creek.
Jnniper.......... 2 Here\\' ........ Actin/( EnRlgn Sheridan Potomac Hh-er.
Mercury......... 2 Palldlowheel. Acting En_ign :Kel.on ; Wicomico.
MOrAe........... 6 do........ Acting Master Hyde ' Rappah.nnock River.
Prlmro_e 2 Serew........ Act!ng Ensl/(n Owcu "I' Potomac River.
l'eriwinkle 2 .....do ........ Actmg MaBter HDCV New River.
Commodore Read 6 Paddle wheel. Acting Volunteer Lientenant- I Rappahannock RI..er.

Comm.nder Hooker.
RMolnte......... 2 Screw........ Acting Ensign Gibson.......... Potomac River.
Reacue 1 do........ Acting Ensign Barrett......... St. M.ry's River.
Stepping StoneR. 5 Paddle wheel. Acting MaBter Roderick Under repairs. n ...y yard.
Tealler.,... 2 Screw Acting Ens~ Petter Potomac River.
Verbena......... 2 do A"Ung En.lgn Havous ' Point Lookont.
Wyandank 2 Acting Master Ta~·lor StoreRhlp. St. Ini~.
yankee.......... , IPaddle wheel. Acting Master Cook

1

Rappahannock River.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of tlte Navy.

Report ofActing Ensign Nelson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mercury,
of the burning of the steamer Knickerbocker by the Oonfederates.

U. S. S. MEROURY,
Off Smith's Point, Virginia, February 15,1865.

SIR: I respectfully report tLmt at 9 a. m., while at anchor of Goff's Bar,
between Smith's aml Fleet's points, Virginia, I discovered the steamer
Knickerbocker (aground within 250 yards of the beach) on fire, sheets
of fiame issuing at the same instant from all parts of the vessel, a cir
cumstance which excluded tIle possibility of extinguishing the flames.
Her upper works (the only part of her above water) being all made of
light, dry, pine lumber, the destructive element, so effectnally put in
action, consumed the thin planks composing the partitiona and light
canvas·covered decks with a greediness that defied all eflorts to save
them.

Seeing this, and having no particular orders in regard to her, I made
no attempt to sIlve her, but openell with my battery on tlw rebels, who
were still lurking in the woods, chnckling with satisfaction over their
(imagined) late success.

On a former occasion an attempt to fire her was made in the dark of
night, a circumstance that proved unfavorahle to the rebels, as the first
glimmer of a light on board her was seen ntHl reported by my lookouts.
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The next moment a shell from the lIfercury's 30·pounder passed through
the Knickerbocker, another from the 20-pounder also penetrated her
sides, and caused a failure of success on the part of the rebels, who, being
naturally in dread of shells (since the laRt compliment paid by tho corn
mander in person to the rebels in Northnmberland in the vicinity of
Wicomico). beat a hasty retreat and abandoned the objects of their
visit to the Knickerbocker. They Reem to have profited by their experi·
ence and selected for this, their last and successful attempt, a more
suitable time.

A more favorable opportunity could not have presented itself for the
accomplishment of their designs, fiS the condensed state of the atmos
})here was such as admitted of ligllt clouds of smoke intermingling
with it without being perceptible, alld the strong light of day prevented
any faint glimmer of a small fire from betraying the presence of the
perpetrators until their object was accomplished and the vessel so
effectually fired that nothing could sa\'e her. 'fhe matter of passing
unperceived in a. small canoe from the shore to the steamer and back
again was rendered easy and safe by a fog of sufficient density to
obscure any small ohject on the water pasRing along under the land.

I have within my reach easy and certain means of retaliation, in the
destruction of two large houses owned by two rich and prominent
secessionists, one a lieutenant in the rebel Army, the other a member
of home guards, from whose house I was fired on during the affair
in 1864 with the Northumberland home guards.

I aID, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THos. NELSON,

Acting Ensign, Oommanding.
Lieutenant-Commander E. HOOKER,

Oommanding l!'irst Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. S. Navy,
co'mmanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding Woif l'rap
,light-ship and other matters.

U.S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, February 19,1865.

SIR: I arrived here last Tuesday afternoon all right, except a hole
in the bulkhead of one sponson, which I have since repaired. On my
arrival I learned that the light-ship on Wolf Trap was missing; the
Periwinkle sent in search of her found her at Hampton Roads aU safe.
The light has lIot been replaced yet.

I was also informed, from sources which I believe to be trustworthy,
that Fitzhugh wit.h his party from Mathews County have crossed the
Rappahannock and transported their boats to the Potomac; how many
they number I have not learned.

Day before yesterday t.he oyster schooner John U. Dennis, of Balti
more, came in and reported to me that he had been oysterin~on York
River, and that the boats of the vessels there had been fired upon by
guerrillas; he estimated their number at between thirty and forty. He
states that there was no gunboat near them at the time.

I enclose the reports of a collision between the Mercury and the
light-ship. Acting Ensign ~elson also reports to me that an attempt
was made a few nights since to fire the wreck of the steamer Knicker
bocker on Smith's Point, but discovering the light, he opened fire upon
the wreck and frustrated their designs. On the 15th, however, during
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the fog, they succeeded in firing her in 80 many plaees that it was use
less to attempt to save her. He therefore turned his attention to the
woods around her and shelled them vigoronsly for a while. The wreck
i8 entirely destro~·ed.

He also reports that squads of rebel cavalry, varying from ten to
sixty or eighty, are often seen in the region of Smith's Point, and it is
reported that a detachment of 600 or 800 cavalry rangers are in winter
quarters at Lancaster Court-House.

The weather has been so bad that I have not been able to communi·
cate with the shore as much as I could wish, and am not yet 88 well
infonned of the state of aft'airs in this region as I wish to be.

The rebel cavalry visited Fleet's Island (Butler's lIole) a sbort time
before Illy arrival, robbing the people, and committing tbe grossest
outrages on the wife of Mr. Spillman.

I hear of wagon trains collecting grain, etc., aoove us on the river,
but as yet have no definite information regarding them, or the other
matter8 in that vicinity.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr., F. S. N., COfI~dg.lst Div. Potomac Flotill~.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant· Commander Hooke-r, U. S. Navy,
commanding First Divi$ion Potomac Flotilla, "cgarding rumored force
under Fitzhugh, preparing for depredations in Chesapeake Bay.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, rirginia,February 20,1865.

SIR: The Anacostia is here with a dispatch from Captain [.Tames]
Taylor about sending the Pcrilrinkle to Smith's Poiut. I 8ent her
there yesterday, as per my letter of yesterday, and on the return of the
Freeborn will send bel' to reenforce the Periwinkle, if necessary.

I Ye8terdllY beard a report, how worthy of credence I can not tell,
that a force of 80rne 400 Illen had collected 011 the northern neck; that
they bad 15 large boats and a number of canoes on Indian and Dimer's
creeks and intended depredations on the bay. I have informed the
Periu)inkle and will endeavor to foil their purposes should there be
sncb a gang. If the report is true, it is probable that Fitzhugh is
among them, with the boats it is reported he took acros8 the Rappahan
nock a week ago.

Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
EDW. HOOKER,

ActO. Yolo Lieut. Comdr., U. 8.11'., Comdg. 1st ])iv. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommande-r Pa.rker, lJ. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the capture, by U. S. S. Primrose, of three blockade rUn?~rs.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, February 25, 1865.

SIR: I have the llOnor to report to the Department that within the
past week tbree boat8, with three blockade runners, have been cap-
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tared by the PrimroBe, commanded by Acting Ensi~llOwen. The men
were delivered to the military authorities, and the boats sent to the
naval depot at St. Inigoes.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report ofA.cting Ensign Nelson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Mercury,
of depredations committed by guerrillaB.

U. S. S, MERCURY,
Off Smith's Point, Virginia, February 25, 1865.

SIR: I have jU!~t ascertained through a reliable source that on last
Wednesday night 15.1 guerrillas (at the head of whom is Rice Airs, the
person who captured Captain McDonald, of the light vessel oft'Smith's
Point, and the same that shot Captain Duugan, of the revenue steamer
Reliance) started from Little River, bound for Smith's Island, eastern
shore. They have several boats, amon~ which are the light vessel's
tender, captured with Captain McDonald, the Reliance's cutter, taken
from her in Mill Creek, and a catboat. The whole party is a most des·
perate set of thieves, robbers, and JDurderers, who use the cloth of the
rebel flag to cover their crimes. Their design on the island is to rob
the stores, capture and brin~ back the numArous refugees and deserters
who have ~one there from Virginia, and probably to capture some
steamer, with which they intend to attack and destroy the light vessel,
and even surprise the blockading vessels.

My informant, Captain Goff, a true Union man, who lives near Little
River, on Tuesday morning (the guerrillas having arrived in the neck
Monday evening) repaired at once to the beach to inform me of the
fact; but not finding me there, amI seeing in my place a strange
steamer (the Periwinkle), he did not succeed in attracting the attention
of those on board, nor did he dare to raise a flag of truce for fear of
being seen by the guerril1as, WllO were encamped in the woods not
more than 200 yards in his rear. I shall keep a vigilant watch on the
light vessel until I receive further orders.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. NELSON,

Acting Ensign, Commanding.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Commander EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. Pirst Div. Potomac Flotilla, U. S. S. Commodore Read.

[Endorsement. J

Respectfully referred to Commander F. A. Parker, U. S. Navy. The
)J[Qt'se is now on the ~tern shore, with orders to visit the light·houses,
Smith's Island, etc., and gain all the information he can concerning the
whereabouts of the guerrillas.

Very respectfully,
EDWARD HOOKER,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant·Commander, U, So Navy.
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[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD, Febrflary 26, 1865.
(Received at Washington 4:30 p. m.)

SIR: I learn that 154 rebels have crossed the bay, bound to the
eastern shore of Virginia. I have nine vessels cruising to intercept
them on their return, and have notified the War Department of the
expedition.

UespectfulIy,
F. A. PARKER.

Hon. G. WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON], Febrflary 26,1865.
Have all the Rappahannock vessels ready and full of coal hy Wednes

day next. Send the Peri1(;inkle to Baltimore for Do draft of men now
there for the flotilla.

F. A. PARKER,
Oommander.

Captain HOOKER,
Oommanding 'Oommodore Read.

[Telegram.)

NAVY YARD [WASHINGTON], Fe1Jr.uary 26, 1865.
Send a vessel immediately to Actin~ Volunteer Lieutenant·Com·

mander Hooker and tell him to send a vessel to Cherrystone without
delay.

When the Ba,nsltee returns, tell Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Shank·
land to return immediately to the Rappahapnock and report to Captain
Hooker for duty.

F. A. PARKER,
Oommander, etc.

Captain TAYLOR.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. 8. Nat~y,

commanding First Division Pot.Q1Ilac Flotilla, regarding immediate
coaling of 1'eBsels.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock Ritler, Yirginia, February 26, 186S-p. m.

SIR: Your order to have the vessels coaled on 'Wednesday morning
is at hand. I have douhts about being able to accomplish it if the ves·
sels have to go to Norfolk. I sent the Periwinkle to Norfolk on Tlmrs
day last to get coal, and she has not yet returned. I am told that ves·
sels have sometimes ~') wait several days before they can get coal

The Commodore Read has coal for about ten days; the Morse, I think,
about the same. The Freeborn wants about 20 tons, and the Yankee
about 50 tons.

The Yankee is no?; here with a hole in her boiler. I will have it
patched before morning. The Morlle is on the eastern shore, looking for
the guerrillas reported to have crossed the bay.
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I will go to Norfolk with the Read in the morning, and if the others
can be coaled at St. Inigoes we may be in time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol• .Lieut. Comdr., U. S. N., Comdg.lst ])it'. Potofnae Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

(Telegram.]

NAVY YARD, Februa,'y 26,1865.
(Received at Washington 11:10 p. m.)

I have had a vessel cruising for some time in the vicinity of Cherry
stone.

Respectfully~ F. A. PARKER.
lIon. G. WELLES,

Secretary Navy.

Letter from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. S. Navy,
commanding First ])ivision Potomac Flotilla, to commanding officers at
Hampton Roads and Norfolk navy yard, regarding detention of U. s. S.
Periwinkle.

U.S.S.COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, February 27,1865.

GENTLEMEN: If the Periwinkle is not detained by you for some
important purpose, I would respectfully ask that she may be ordered
to return to her station at once. Her delay in returning is seriously
confusing our plans for a movement of some importance.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obt>,dient servant,
E. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. .Lieut. Comdr., U. S. N., Comdg. 1st ])i·v. Potomac Flotilla.
COMMANDING OFFICER, U. S. NAVY,

Hampton Roads.
COMMANDANT U. S. NAVY YARD,

Portsmouth, Va.

(Telegram.]

[POINT LOOKOUT, MD., ']
February 27,1865-9 o'clock p. m.

Sm: By order of Captain Hooker I am now coaling at this point. My
orders are to proceed to the eastern shore and seud the Morse to St.
Inigoes for coal. Captain Hooker intends to go to St. Inigoes to·morrow
for the same purpose. Captain Taylor informs me that he can not coal
any vessels from the Rappahanllock at that place. What orders shall
I convey to Captain Hooker' The Yankee left for Norfolk this morning
for coal. The Periwinkle has not returned from Norfolk. Three guns have
just been fired on the eastern shore. The Morse aud ~Mercuryare there.

Very respectfully, W. T. STREET,
Commanding Freeborn.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.
N W B-VOL 5-33



E. HOOKER,
Actg. Yolo .Lieut. Oomdr., U. 8. N., Comdg. 1st Div. POfm1!.ac FwtiUa.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. F. SHANKJ,AND, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding U. 8. 8. Bamhee.

514 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

Order of Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. 8. Navy,
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, to Acting Yolunteer
Lieutenant 8hankland, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Banshee, to
proceed to Oherrystone Inlet.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, Feb,'uary 27,1865.

Sm: You will without delay prO<'.eed to Cherrystone Inlet, and at
once put yourself in communication with the military authorities and
learn everything which you can about any rebel forces which have
crossed the hay. .

You will also render every assistance in your power to the military
authorities for the protection of the United States property at that
depot. In two or three days you will return and report to me any
information you may obtain.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Letter from comfnanding officer 8t. Inigoes, Md., to Acting "Volunteer Lieu
tenant-Oommander Hooker, U. 8. .Navy; commanding First Division
Potomac Fwtilla, "egarding orders to U. 8. 8. Anacostia to proceed ta
Tangier Sound.

U. S. NAVAL DEPOT,
St. Inigoes, Jlld., Pebruary 28, 186'5-5 p. tn.

Sm: Have just received a dispatch from Commander Parker. He is
coming down immediately; has ordered tbe Anacostia to go to Tangier
Sound, where it is reported tbat the rebels have two tugs. In that
direction we beard beavy firing last evening, say at about 9 o'clock.

Tbe Heliotropo is ordered to look after Smith's Point light-boat.
Commander Parker's order to·day in relation to coaling your vessel

is as follows:
Let the Rappahannock Squadron coal at Jl.'orfolk uutil further orders.

I [have] no news to send you at this time. All iN quiet about here.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES TAYLOR,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant·Commander E. HOOKER,
Commanding Fi"st Division Potomac Fwtillo,.

[Telegram.]

CHERRYSTONE, February 28, 1865.
I arrived at this station at 8 It. m. tbis day by orders from Acting

Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker. I found the Periwinkle
bere, by orders from the honorable Secretary of the Navy; and do not
think it prudent to countermand the orders, as I bave been ordered by
Captain Hooker to do ill case I come aCI'oss bel'. The Bamhee is too
long to get up the river, and is now lying inside tbe light.bouse. I
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have not as yet learned that any rebels have been known to have
crossed the bay. Please inform Captain Hooker of my actiolls, as I
am ordered to report tQ him to·morrow morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. F. SUANKLAND,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding, etc.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding, etc.

Semimonthly statement of 1'essels of the Potomac l!'lotilla.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, March 1, 1865.

Rappahannock Rh·er.

YMoomlco RiveI'.
Flag8hlp.

Dispatch boat.
St. Ioigo8ll Creek.

Point Lookout.
Moutb orSt. Mary'. Ri,·er.
Potomac River.

Under repairs. 81. Inigoes
depot.

Under repalrs, na,'y yard.

Potomac lUver.
St. Mary'. River.
~~i,~~.:;,e~~:~.oaYyyard.
Point Lookout.
Store8bip. St. Inigoe•.
Rappabannock River.

Rappnhannoc,k Riyer.
Undt'r repairs. Jla\·~· ~t"ard.
Potomac River.
St. Inlp;oc8 Crt·ek.
Potomac River.
Wicomico Rh'er.

~~l:,l''::~Ri~e~.River.
RaPl)~~lIJlJlocklllver.

-------;---,------,----------~~ --~--------~ ~--

Name. iGun•.! Ciao.. I ~o~-"'andinl( Offi_O~~__ I_p_r_elle_n_t_d_u_tY_(_.._.tation.

Anacostia 1 (! Screw Aoting Maoter Tole .
Willlam Bacon.. ( i Scbooner Acting MMler Haine8 .
Jacob Bell·······

1

(I Paddle wheel. Acting VolunWer Li~utenant
Coop.

Ban.bee ...•..... 3
1
, do Acting VolnnWer Lieutenant

I Shankland.
Crem de Lion.... 3 do .•...... Aotiog M.aster Morri8 .

Currituck ...••.. 51 Screw.·:·····1 Acting Second A8818tant Engl·

I
noor (JIom, in charl(e.

Dragon 2 do Aeting En8ign Walker .
Don .......•••... 8 ' do 1 Lieutenant-Commander Ea.t·

I man.
Ella . Paddle Wbeel.

l
Acting ~n8ign Gilley : .

Eureka.......... 2 i Screw Acting 'I bird As818tant Eogi·
neer Wrijl;bt, in charge.

Freeborn 3 Paddlil wheel. Acting Master Street .
Fuob.la .. 6 : Sorew .· ···1 A ctinK En.lgn J obn.on .
Adolpb Hugel.. 3 ' Schooner i Acting Maotor 'l'aylor ..
Heliotrope....... 3 : Paddle wbed. Aotlng E08ignand PilotGrlffill
Jnnlper.......... 2 Screw ........ '1 Acting EDllign Sheridan ..
Mercury......... 2 i l'adrlle wheel. Act!og E081110 Nel.oo ..
Morse 6 do .,." '''1 Act.!ng MBlItcr Hyde ..
Primrose........ 2 I Screw........ ActlDg ED8lgn OWl'n ..
Periwinkle...... 2 : do Actiog Master Macy ..
CommodoreRead 6' Paddle wheel. Actiog Volunteer ·Lieutenant·

, Uommander Hooker.
Reeolute......... 2 Screw 1 Acting En8ign Glb80n .
Reacue 1 ; do Act!ng J<:oolgu Barre~t .
Stepping Ston8ll . 5 I Paddle wheel. Ae-hng MBlIter RoderICk ..
Teaser........... 2 Screw ", ActlogEn"l~lPotlt·r .
Verbena 2 I do ; Actiog En8ign Haveo8 .
Wyandaok...... 21 1 Acting Maoter ::';jckeroon ..
yankee , (Paddle wheel. Actiog Maoler Cook ..

i

The 'Eureka's hull lias become 80 rotten that it is no longer able to
bear her engines and boiler, BO I am now taking them out.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomac p'lotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
S6C'Yetary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, March 1,1865.

The Periwinkle has a.rrived and I have taken her coa.l for the Read.
I Bend her to Point Lookout for further orders from yon. She bas
coal enough to go to Baltimore and return if necessary. If she goeB, had
she not better get coal there'



516 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

The Freeborn looked for the .Morse all yesterday and [last] night, but
did not find her. The other vessels are all coaled.

Guenillas are all back here again.
EDW. HOOKER, U. S. Navy.

Commander F. A. P A.RKER, U. S. Navy,
8t. Inigoes, Md.

If Commander Parker is not at St. Inigoes please send it to him
elsewhere. .

Order of CmT.mander Parker, lJ. 8. Navy, ctJmmandmg PotoflU1.C Fwtilla
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant·Commander Hooker, U. 8. Navy, com
manding First Division, to forward information.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, March 1, 1865.

SIR: Various rumors are afloat in relation to the party of rebels who
were said to have gone over Ito] the eastern slJore, such as their having
seized tugs, etc. Send me all the information in your possession with
out delay. The vessels in your department must continue coaling until
further orders. I will be with you in a few days.

I am, respectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Powmac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander HOOKER,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Oommodore Read.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Comtnander Hooker, U. S. Navy,
commanding First Dil,ision Powmac Flotilla, regarding rumored move·
ments of the enemy in l'angier Sound.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock Rit'er, Virginia, March 1,1865-9 p. m.

SIR: Your communication {)f this date is at hand. In reply I would
say that the only knowledge I have of rebels crossing the bay is from
the report of Acting Ensign Nelson, a copy of which I have forwarded
to you, and the reports from the citizens around Butler'tJ Hole to the
same effect. I have sent vessels to the islands about Tangier I\nd they
found the people in !)ossession of the same reports and very much
alarmed, but could not find any trace of rebels there. To day the citi·
zens here report to me that the party which crossed has returned with
out landing, having become aware that the gunboats were there and
the people aware of their intentions.

The firing heard was from my own guns in reply to musketry fire 011

shore near the oyster schooners.
I have heard from Tangier to· day, but heard nothing of tugs captured

until by your letter.
It is rumored that the boats of the party have been moved ro some

creek connecting with the Rappahannock.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWA.RD HOOKER,
Actg. Yo I. Lieut. Comdr., U. 8. ..l.... , Comdg. 1st Div. Powmac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, F. S. ~avy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
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Report of Acting Volunte€r Lieutenant· Commander Hooker, U. S. Na.'IJ!I.
commanding First Division Potomac FloUlla, transmitting report
regarding relief rendered to revenue cutter Tiger, with light.ship in tow.

U. S. S. COMMODORE HEAD,
RappaAannock River, Virginia, March 2, 1865.

Sm: I enclose herewith a report from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Shankland npon rendering assistance to the revenue cutter Ti,qer.

The Ba.naMe with the cutter in tow reached here about 7 :30 p. m.
and anchored the cutter and light-ship in Butler's Hole. The cn.ptain
of the cutter came on board and reported his vessel completely disabled
by some fifteen turns of a hawser around his propeller and wished to
be towed to Point Lookout. I directed him to remain ntlLnchoramong
the oyster schooners for the night and in the morning I would render
him all the assistance I could to clear hiM propeller. Soon afler he left
my ship I heard musketry fire on shore near the schooners Rnd COIll
menced shelling the woods, when the cutter, after firing It gnn, got
underway, took the light·ship in tow, and left the river with It Rpced
that was at least very remarkable for a vessel so completely disahled
as she was a few minutes before.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Oomdr., U. S. N., Oomdg. 1st Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Enclosure.]

u. S. S. BANSHEE,
Off Oherrystone River [Inlet], Virginia, Februa.ry 28, 1865.

SIR: While proceeding to Oherrystone River [Inletl, agreeably to
your orders, and when about 10 miles distant from the l{appahannock,
I saw a revenue cutter, with a light·Rhip in tow, flying her ensign union
down, and firing guns of distress. Finding bel' disabled, I took IH'I'
in tow and towed her to the Rappahannock.

I have also to inform you that Illy pilot, not being acquainted in these
waters, the pilot of the cutter came with me and is now doing dut.y
here.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. F. SHANKLAND,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.
Acting [Volunteer] Lientenant-Commander EDWARD HOOKER,

Oo-mmanding U. S. S. Oommodore ReaAl.

Report of Acting Voluntee-r Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. l;;. Navy,
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding Oonfederate
arms at Jones Point and Fort Lowry.

U.S.S.COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock Rirer, Virginia, 1Ilarch 3, 18(j5.

SIR: It is reported as coming from a Monrce worthy of credence that
the enemy llave three 10·ponllder rifles 011 the river, one of them at
Jones Point, below Bowlers, and the other two at Fort Lowry. I have
doubt about their having lIruns in the old fort, but think it more likely
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that they are in an old battery below Lowry's Point, but just where I
am not eertain. I think it still more likely that all tbeir guns are at
Jones Point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Enw. HOOKER,

Actg. Yo I. Lieut. Comdr., U.8. N., Comdg.lst Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy.

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

P. S.-I think that in a few days I shall have more definite informa
tion.

E. HOOKER.

Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the capture, by the U. 8. S. Thomas Freeborn, of two Confederate sol·
diers and a blockade runner.

u. S. S. DON,
Rappahannock Rivet·, March 5, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to report to the Department that on the night
of the 3d instant Acting Master Street, commanding the Freeborn,
landed with a portion of his men on the north bank of the Piankatank
River and captured James H. Jackson, sergeant, Company I, Fifty·fifth
Virginia Infantry.

On the same night William Smith, blockade runner, was taken by
the Freeborn. All the above-named men have been delivered over to
the provost·marshal at Point Lookout., together with many refugees
and deserters from the rebel service.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES,

8eeretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Volttnteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooket·, U. S. Navy,
commanding First ]Ji1,ision Potomac Flotilla, of the capture, by the
U. 8. 8. Thomas Freeborn, of tU)O Confederate soldiers and a blockade
runne-I".

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, March 4, 1865.

SIR: I have to report that having received information that several
members of Lee's army living in this vicinity were home on furlough, I
directed Acting Master Street, while cruising on the Piankatank, to
make a night landing and attempt the capture of some of them.

The proposed landing was made by him on the evening of March 3,
am] resulted in the eapture of the followin~ persons attached to the
Fifty-fifth Virginia Regiment Infantry.

Later in the night Captain Street captured a blockade runner.
James H. Jackson, sergeant, Company I, Fifty·fifth Virginia Regi·

ment Infantry.
Robert D. Weston, private, Company H, Fifty-fifth Virginia Regi

ment Intantry.
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William Smith, blockade runner.
These persons are now on board my vessel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Oomdr., U. S. N., Oomdg.lst Di'!'. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.)

W A.SHINGTON, D. C., March 4, 1865.
Information received that rebels dressed as females intend to decoy

a steamer by showing a white flag from Wicomico, to seize Smith's
Point light-boat, and then [~o] to Tangier and Smith's Island, Accomac
Connty, Va. Failing in this, to cross the bay in their boats whenever
able.

GIDEON WELLES.
Commander P ARUR.

[Telegram.)

ST. MARY'S, ilfarch 4,1865.
(Received at Washington 11:55 a. m.)

SIR: Telegram received and will be immediately l\ttellded to. I am
now getting underway for the Wicomico.

Respectfully,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES.

Order of Oommande,' Parket', U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant·Oommander Hooker, U. S. Navy, com·
manding First Division, regarding light·boats.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, March 4,1865.

SIR: I enclose copy of telegram just received from the Secretary of
the Navy. I am at the Great Wicomico; keep a vessel cruising along
the eastern shore to protect Iight- boats. (Jome out yourself this even
ing to the outer buoy, and look out for this vessel.

Respectfully,
FOXHALL A. P A.RKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander HOOKER, or
COMMANDING OFFICER, Oomdg. First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommander Farker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
relative to measures in operation for the protection of Ohesapeake Bay
and its tributaries.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, ~[arch 4, 1865.

SIR: Within fifteen minutes from tile time I received your telegram
this morning in relatiou to "rebels dressed as females endeavoring to
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seize a steamer," etc., I was underway for the Gr4.'at Wicomico, where
I found the 1IIereury, whose commanding officer, Acting Ensign Nelson,
will not fail to give a good account of the rebels if they attempt to seize
his vessel or the light'8hip oft' Smith's Point. I have a gunboat cruis
ing oft· Cherr;ystone, and the Department may rest a.88ured that no
eftort shall be wanting on my part, with the small force under my COlll
mand, to guard the Chesapeake and its tributaries. I would earnestly
request, however, that three good sea boats of light draft and a picket
launch be added to this flotilla.

] frequently hear of small parties of guerrillas being on the northern
neck (carrying with them boats on Wheels), whom I could eaaily capture
if I had an infantry force ready to move at an hour's notice. I have
organized a battery of light artillery for shore service, but as I can
only take a few men from each vessel it takes me two days to collect
an infantry force large enough to support the battery. I am well per
suaded that 200 marines quartered at the depot at St. Inigoes would
render more efficient service to the country in the next two months
than they could afloat in as many years; but if the marines can not be
spared, then I would respectfully recommend that 200 picked seamen
be detailed for service as infantry in the flotilla.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Seeretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. S. Nary,
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding ref'ItfJtJe8 and
a desert.er.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahanrwck River, Virginia, Maroh 4,1865.

SIR: I have to report that I have on board the following refugees
and deserter, viz:

Robert B. Craig, Robert Reese, Peter Roach, Mary Roach and child,
from Richmond; Luther Walker, deserter from Twelfth Virginia'
Infantry.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Eow. HOOKER,

Act. rol. L·ieut. Oomdr., U. S. N., Oomdg. 1st Div. Potom,ac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding expeditions to J otank and Passpatansy creeks, Maryland.

U. S. S. DON,
Potoma.c Flotilla, March 5, 1865.

SIR: The provost-marshal of Charles County, Md., having informed
me that t he rebels had secreted a large boat in one of the creeks on the
oppO!lite shore of the Potomac for the pnrpo~e of making it raid into
Ml~rylalld, I se1lt a force of seventy-five men under the command of
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Acting Ensign McConnell to Chotank [Jotank] Creek on the 3d instant,
and to Passpatausy Creek on the 5th instant. On both occasions onr
men had a skirmish with some of Mosby's guerrillas, driving tbem,
without loss to us, about 4 miles into the interior; and in Passpatansy
Creek tbey discovered aud destroyed the boat looked for, which ActinK
Ensign McConnell reports as a remarkably fine one, painted lead color,
and capable of holding fifty men." It had been recently brought from
Fredericksburg, and its rowlocks carefully muffied for night service.
Five boxes of tobacco were found near the boat, wbich r have distrib
uted to the captors.

Acting Ensign McConnell in conducting these expeditions displayed
energy and intelligence, and r earnestly hope that be may obtain the
lieutenancy in the Marine CorpR which he has applied for.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commande"r, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDJilON WELLES,

Secretary oftllC Navy.

Report of Oommander Park()r, F. S. .Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the dispersion of Confederate force on Jones B1u.ff.

U. s. S. DON,
Rappahannock River, March 6,1865.

SIR: Learning that the rebels had a rifled fieldpiece on Jones Bluff,
I directed Lieutenant-Commander Eastman this morning at daylight to
stand in and dislodge it, but as we approached within about 200 yards
of the bluff and threw in a broadside, the reb('ls ingloriously limbered
up and fled without having the politeness to return our fire.

r have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regard"ing vessels furnished for cooperation with a'Ymy expedition to
Frederick3burg.

u. S. S. DON,
Rappakannock Rivcr, March 6, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to report to the Department that the Western
World and Delatt'are arrived here yesterday, under orders from Commo
dore Radford, to cooperate with au army expedition to Fredericksburg.
As one of thetle boats was without a pilot, and the pilot of the other
was totally unacquainted with the Rappabannock, r have sent them to
cmise on the eastern shore of Virginia, substituting in their place the
Oommodore Read and Yankee, which, with the army gunboats and
transports, went up the Rappahannock this morning.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Oommanding Potomac l?lotilla."
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Oommanding U. S. S. Oommodore Read.
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Report of Acting Ensign Nelson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mer
cury, of the arrival on board that vessel of tllm Oonfederate thserters.

u. S. S. MERCURY,
Off Great Wicomico, Yirginia, Alarch 6,1865.

Sm: I would respectfully report that this evening two deserters, viz,
Robert Coleman and Drury D. Davis, both of the Niuth Virginia Ca.v
aIry, Company K, Captain Robert H. Pratt, commanding, came on the
shore and claimed protedion of the United States. I took them on
,board, administered the oath of allegiance (to the United States), a.nd
have since transferred them to the Anacostia for passage to Point
Lookout.

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
TRos. NELSON,

Acting Ensign, Oommandi1lg.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander EDWARD HOOKER,

Oommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 7,1865.
You will assume command of all vessels sent on service within the

limits of your command.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Mary's, Md.

Combined army and nat·ye.l'pedition to Fredericksburg, Ya., March 6-8,
1865.

Order of Commander Parker, U. 8. lfavy, oommauding Potomac Flotilla, to Aoting Volunteer
Lieuten&llt-Commander Hooker, U. 8. lfavy, oommuding !'int DivUiOD, to oooperate wUh
the Army.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, March 6,1865.

SIR: With the Oommodore Read, Yankee, Delaware,'and Heliotrope,
you are hereby directed to cooperate tully with the army expedition
now on its way to Fredericksburg.

In ascending the Rappahannock you will be particularly careful in
looking out for torpedoes; having all narrow channels and shoal places
carefully swept by the small boats kept in advance of the flotilla. At
points where torpedoes may be exploded from the shore, you will land
flanking parties, and you are to shell as usual all heights, etc.

I am, respectfully, yours,
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Report of Commuder Parker, U. 8. Navy, oommanding Potomac Flotilla, giving reaults of
oombined expedition to Frederioklburg.

U. S. S. nON,
Potomac Flotilla, :A-farch 10, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the army
expedition referred to in myeommunication of the Gth instant returned
011 the afternoon of the 8th, after destroying at Hamilton's Crossing
near Fredericksburg (according to the report of Acting Volunteer Lieu
tenant-Commander Hooker), the depot, railroad bridge, twenty·eight
loaded cars, an army wagoll train, and many miles of the railroad
track. A large quantity of tobacco, several bales of cotton cloth, and
thirty-eight mules were brought ofl', and thirty prisoners captured.

The Oommodore Read and Yankee eooperated heartily with tIle Army
and destroyed many boats Oil their way up the river.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla. I

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Nary.

Detailed report or Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. 8. lIavy, commanding
FiDt Divilion Potomao Flotilla.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock Ril'er, rirginia, March R, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to report that after having parted company
with yon off Jones Point, l:appahannock niver, in obedience to your
orders, I pusbed on up the river. At first my progress was consider
ably delayed by the movements of the army boats having charge of
coal and snpplies.

On my arrival at Tappahannock, however, I found some of the trans
ports aground and the Yankee, Acting Master Cook, commanding, and
army boat Ohamberlain stopping to render them assiRtance. I also
here found Brigadier-General [S. H.) Roberts, commanding the troops
of the expedition, and deeming it proper that the cOlllmanding officers
of both arms of the service should be together, I extended to him an
invitation to make my ship his headquarters, an invitation which was
promptly accepted by the general.

The transports were soon Jtot afloat, and ill consideration of the
weakness of the Yankee's boiler, I deemed it proper to order her to
brinJt up the extreme rear, in doing which she would be necessitated
to carry but a light pressure of steam.

The general also ordered the army gunboat Ohamberlain to remain
with and assist the Yankee in her duty.

With the Read I then pushed forward up the river at full speed,
shelling such places as I had suspicious of ou my way.

It was my original illtention to llave changed at Port Royal from the
Oommodore Read to some vessel of lighter dralt, but on my arrival at
that place I found that a freshet llad raised the river "orne two ormore
feet and that the army boats were still in the advance and that the
YanKee was yet some distance in the rear. I therefore decided to push
on with the Read as rapidly as possible aud to as high a point as I
could with safety carry her.

On my way up several boats were captured, but being of no value
were destroyed. In this maimer I reached the obstructions 6 miles
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below Fredericksburg at about 7 o'clock p. m. and anchored the ship.
The 1"ankee arrived soon after. The latter part of the way [found
some of the transports anchored or aground.

After anchoring I dispatched Mr. Shurtleff and my pilot with a
number of men to render such assistance as they might be able to do
to the transports in moving up nearer or landing their troops where
they then were. At the same time the general and myself started in
my own gig for the city and landed at the wharf at about 9 o'clock p. m.
We here found some detachments of the troops, while others were soon
coming in. .A picket of no Jllen were cro!.lse.d in my boat to the north
bank of the river. The other troops were soon started to accomplish
the object of the expedition. In this they were eminently successful,
burning and destroying the railroad bridge, the depot, and a portion
of the track at and near Hamilton's Crossing, some 6 miles from Fred
ericksburg; also the telegraph line was cut and the telegraphic appa
ratus brought away. A train of twenty-eight cars, eighteen of them
being loaded principally with tobacco, and an army wagon train were
also captured and burned. .

A considerable number of mules were captured, some thirty or forty
prisoners taken. A mail containing a quantity of valuable information
was secured. Within the city several huudred boxes of tobacco and
some bales of cotton cloth were seized and loaded on one of the army
boats.

At 3 o'clock on Tuesday the troops were reembarked and we com
menced the descent of the river.

During the night several of the boats grouuded, aud some collisions
oecurred, bnt no very serious damage. I, however, found it necessary
to relieve one of the transports and did so by putting 200 men on board
the Yankee. During the desceut the enemy made their appearance at
various poiuts, and in two or three instances their sharpsbooters fired
on the boats, but I am haPP;r to report that we have no casualties.
Their fire was promptly replied to by the Yankee, and at oue or two
points by the Read, the army boats also joining in shelling.

At about 3 o'clock this p. 111. (MarCh 8) the expedition arrived iu
safety at the mouth of tile river, the army portiou of it proceeding
direct to Fortress Monroe (the troops from the Yankee having been put
on board one of the army boats) and the naval portion of it remaining
here.

In clol3ing it is proper that I should express the pleasure which I
have experienced in my late association with General Roberts and the
coufidence wldeh ho seemed to repose (expressed more in actilln than in
words) in Illy ahility to manage the floating part of the expedition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Enw. HOOKER,

Actg. Yolo Lieut. Comdr., U. S. N., Comdg. 1st J)j'l'. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Oommander Parker, [T. S. Na,vy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding restrictions placed 1(pOn oyster schooners in York Rifler,
rirgiuia.

U. S. S. DON,
Rappahannock Ri11er, illarch 9, :1865.

SIR: In obedience to your order of January 31, I have a.ssumed com
manli of tile Chesa.peake "up to and illclnding Back River, Virginia,
with the vessels on duty within these limits."
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Mobjack Bay has been visited only about once a month since Sell
tember last.

On York River I found that oyster schooners were allowed to proceed
nearly to West Point, and to have free intercourse with the shore, while
at Yorktown, persons from Gloucester County, Va., upon merely taking
the oath of allegiance, were permitted to cr08S the river and trade with
a sutler named Gallagher, so that by this straJ,lge regulation the very
rascal who to-day in the uniform of a rebel soldier tires upon the
Potomac Flotilla from the banks of the Piankatank, to-Dlorrow, in the
dress of a citizen, trades peacefully and ill full security at an army post.

I have statioued a vessel in Mobjack Bay, have directed that the
oyster schooners be 1I0t allowed to ascend the York River beyond Cap
pahosic, a point 10 miles above Yorktown, and have placed them under
the supervision of a gunboat and have prohibited all intercourse with
the rebel territory and all traffic with persons outside of our military
lines.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Cotnmanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oftlte Navy.

Order of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac FlotUla,
to commanding officer U. S. S. Commodore Read, to seize BCMoner Ann
Pickerel. .

F. A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Flotilla.

C01lDlA.NDING OFFICER U. S. S. COMMODORE READ.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, March 9,1865.

SIR: Seize the schooner Ann Pickerel wherever she may be found
and send bel' to me at St. Inigoes. This schooner will endeavor to land
goods either in Mobjack Bay Ol' thePiankatank.

Respectfully,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding transfer
of men.

G. WELLES,
Secretar'y of the Navy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 11,1865.
SIR: Send a force of 250 steady and reliable men, tit for duty on

shore, to report to Commander F. A. Parker for duty in the Potomac
Flotilla.

Very respectfully,

Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, 'Va.
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Report of Acting 'Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. S. Xavy,
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding requests frOfll,
Generals Grant and Roberts, U. 8. Army, for cooperation ofnal'al force.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Yirginia" Jlarch 12, 1865.

SIR: On the morning after you left this river (Saturday, March 11)
I proceeded to Monaskon, and took oft' Mrs. Wells and family; on my
way up to and from there, picking up two boat loads of deserters from
the rebel army, returning to the month of the river iu the atlernoon.
Soon after my retnrn the Banskee arrived from Norfolk and informed.
me that the Freeborn was undergoing repairs at that place, and prob
ably would not return for several days. At about the same time the
army gunboat Chamberlain arrived, having on board General Roberts,
who informed me that transports with troops on board were rendezvous
ing a,t Piuey Point, preparatory to a movement on the northern neck, in
which he asked our cooperation on the Rappahannock. He also had a
telegram from General Grant to Captain Glisson at Hampton Roads,
requesting tho cooperation of the same naval force which had accom
panied him to Fredericksburg. This telegram Captain Glisson had
directed him to show to you, and he left here for St. Inigoes for that
purpose. At the same time I iIJformed him that I had already been
directed by you to cooperate with tIle Army in any such movement as
fUlly as possible; my ship, however, was full of refugees and de8erters
and my coal bunkers nearly empty.

I then started for Point Lookout, leaving orders for the Delatrare and
Morse to go up the river as far as Tappahanuock. The Morse having
no Rappahannock pilot, I took from an oyster schooner James Prechett,
reputed to be one of the best Rappahannock pilots, and sent him to
pilot her. I arrived at PointIJOOkout at about8:30 p. m. and obtained
permission to land my refugees and deserters at that time. This I did,
and proceeded thence to St. Inigoes, getting to the coal wharf so as to
commence coalin~ about midnight. At 8 :30 ra. m.] I was again coaled
and started for this place, stopping on my way to communicate with sev
eral of our vessels, and arrivin~here at about 4: 20 this p. m. The Dela
toare, Morse, and army boat jlfosswood are up the river, and I shall
proceed on immediately.

General Roberts visited St. Inigoes to meet you, but did not find you
there. Since then I have heard nothing from him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comd,·., U. S. N., Comdg. 1st Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Order oj the Secretary oj the Na1'Y to commandant navy yard, Norfolk,
Ya., regarding U. S. S. Hetzel.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, jlfarch 13, 1865.
SIR: Order the Hetzel and one of the picket launches at navy yard

to proceed to St. Inigoes, Md., and report to Commander F. A Parker
for duty in the Potomac Flotilla.

Very re~pectfully,etc.,

Captain J ..M. BERRIEN
Oommandant Naval Station, N orjolk.

G. WELLES,
Secretary of tke Navy.
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Orde-r of the Secretary of the NallY to Rear·Admiral Porter, U. S. Nat'.'!,
commanding North Atlantic: Blockading Squadron, regarding t'esselsfor
duty in Potomac Flotilla.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 13,1865.
SIR: Order the Nanse-m,ond, Western World, Litle Ada, alld Moccasin

to proceed to St. Inigoes, Md., and report to Oommander F. A.Parker
for duty iu the Potomac Flotilla. The commalldant at Norfolk has
been instructed to give similar orders to the Hetzel and one of the
picket launches at that yard.

Very respectfully, ete.,
G. WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER,

Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Sqadron, Hampton Roads, Va.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. S. Nav!I,
commanding First Division Potomac lPlotilla, of expedition up the
Rappahannock River in cooperation tvith tile army forces.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock Ril'er, Virginia, Jllarch 14,1865.

SIR: On the evenillg of Sunday, March 12, I proceeded up this river
to cooperate with the army movement on the northern neck, referred to
in a previous report. At about 9: 30 p. m. I communicated with the
DeLa'ware, Morse, and army gunboat ll[OSSlOood, at anchor lIear old Fort
Lowry.

I ordered the Morse to get underway and patrol the river near Tappa
hannock ferry, and leaving the J1[osswood to look out for Circns Point
and Bowlers Rocks, took with me the Delaware and pusher] on up to
Leeds [Leedstownl, below which I expected to communicate with the
general.

At about 4 a. m. we turned and slowly retraced our way down the
river. At about 6 a. m. heard heavy firing below us and pushed on at
full speed. At 7: 30 passed Lowry's Point, and found the MO'rse shell
ing the woods near the old battery at Paradise. Communicated with
the Morse and learned that the enemy had opened fire on her with two
rifled fieldpieces from the old battery at about 5 o'clock a. m" and con
tinued their fire until we came in sight on our way down, the Morse and
MOSSloood returning their fire. Neither vessel was hit, although the
shot fell in close proximity. The M088wood had her galley pipe knocked
off. I at once turned back and commenct>d sh(\llillg the woods in the
vicinity of the old battery, thinking the guns, although withdrawn from
the battery, might be concealed within the woods. I also diHpatched
Acting Master Eldridge in the Delawa.re to destroy some large boats at
Tappahannock. Our shelling of the woods occasionally brought out
squads of cavalry, but failed to discover the whereabouts of the guns.
I therefore sent on shore an armed boat under charge of Acting Ensign
Shurtleff to endeavor to obtain information. He reached their battery,
exchanged some shots with them, obtained information of their position
in the woods, learned from negroes that the guus had gone up the road,
and that there were about 100 cavalry in the woods near by. From the
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ship I could Ree squads of cavalry, which I took to be reenforcements
coming up the river road. I therefore made signal.., and Mr. Shurtleff
returned on board without casualties and having, it is believed, emptied
some of their saddles.

From the iuformation derived, I was fearful that the guns bad gone
to Tappahannock. I therefore sent the Jlforse to reenforce the ])eun~are

and di"patched the Mosswood down the river to feel for the guns should
they have gone in that direction, and also to look out for signals from
the Army. With the Read I remained in front of the battery, occa
sionally shelling the woods, and squads of cavalry crossing open places
[withI several riderless horses attest some success. Finally, however, I
remained quiet, thinking they might gather together in larger number
amI inadvertently expose themselves to our sight. Toward night quite
a number of them were discovered in the battery at work wit,h spades,
repairing the damages. At the same time the Delaw0lr6 returned from
Tappahannock and reported the complete destruction of all the boats
at that place, many of them new, and quite a number of them large
scows, capable of carrying cavalry and artillery across the river.

Acting Master Eldridge also reported to me that he could, in his
opinion, place the Delaware in such position as to reach and destroy
the bridge below Tappahannock with his shells. This I directed him
at once to do, taking with him the .Morse to reuder assistance. He has
since verbally informed me that the bridge was destroyed, having been
hit several times by both the Delolrare and ilforse, the first shot strik
ing it while a squad of cavalry WE.'re in the act of crossing. In the
meantime with the Read I dropped into l\ suitable position and deliv
ered a rapid fire upon the battery which soon cleared it of all working
parties.

It was now nearly night, and discovering a small boat coming up the
river with ensign set, I ran for it and found it to be a boat from the
.M~os8wood returning to inform me that the M088wood was hard and fast
aground.

I at once started down to her relief, baving previously directed the
other vessels to drop down near Bowlers for a night anchorage. On
arriving at the MossU'ood I found myself unable to get her afloat at
that tide, and therefore anchored near her, the Delatcore and Morse
anchoring about a mile above me. Durinlt the night several signal lights
were seen on shore, and lights as of a working party were discovered
abreast of my vessel. At 1 a. m. got the M088wood afloat and she
anchored near me. At about 1: 30 the Banshee arrived with a verbal
communication from General Roberts, informing me that he ha.d ream
barked his troops and was then en route for the York River, in accord
ance with a dispatch from General Grant, and requesting my cooperation
with him on that river. I sent the Banshee to order the other vessels
to get qnderwlly and proceed down the river. At the same time I ~ot

underway with the Read, followed by the M08swood, and proceeded
down, arriving here about 5 a. m.

The other vessels have not yet arrived. I have sent the M08swood
on and shall, with the Read, proceed as far as Yorktown to obtain fur
ther information in regard to movements in progress there.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Liettt. Comdr., U. S. N., Comdg. 18t »iv. Potomac F"Wtilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
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I1U1tructions of Acting l""olunt,eer Lieutcn(l.nt·Oommandm· J[ooker, U. S.
Navy, commanding First .Division Potomac Flotilla, to Acting .JIaster
Shankland, commanding tile U. S. S. Banshee.

U. S. S. Coz,lMODORE READ,
Rappannock River, Yirginia, Jllarck 14, 1865.

8m: Yon had better come on down to York River bringing the
Delaware and Morse with yon. Be !;'lure tIl 11 t Captain Macy of tIle Peri·
1r1l1kle understands about oyster vessels. Tell Oaptain llyde to lea.ve
the book (Oyster ScIlooners) with Macy.

Tell Captains Eldridge amI Hyde that 1 wnnt written reports of tIleh'
doings yesterda.y. Hyde, of the attack onltim previoll.s to my coming;
also his going to reenforce Eldridge. Eldridge, of his seeing the guns
leaving as we came down tIle river and ills doings at Tappahannock.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr., U. S. N., Comdg. 1st Dil'. Potomac Flotilla.
Captain SHANKLAND.

P. S.-1 have just received information from shore of a force gather.
ing to destroy the oyster schooners. Leave the Morse with the l'el'i
winkle to take care of them. Make the schooners anchor well ont from
shore.

EDW. HOOKER.

Report of Acting Master Eldridge, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8.
Delaware, regarding operations of that 1'es8el in Rappahannock Ri1'er.

U. S. S. DELAWARE,
Wh'ite House Landing, Yirginia, March 15, 1865.

8m: In obedience to your order of the 13th instant, 1 proceeded up
the Rappahannock Hiver to observe tIle movements of tIle enemy.

1 landed a small force at Tappahannock, where 1 found eight small
boats amI one largo flatboat, used as a ferryboat, all of which I
destroyed.

I learned that the enemy had a force of about eighty cavalry in the
vicinity, some of them having left but a few minutes before I landed.

Subsequently I saw about twenty cavalry, who were about to cross
Gordon's Creek. I shelled them vigorously for a few minutes and sue·
ceeded in driving them away.

I also destroyed the bridge, thereby cutting off their communication
with Fort Lowry.

Night coming 011, I dropped down and anchored off Union wharf.
During the night the Banshee arrived with orders for this vessel to pro
ceed to York River. She subsequently got aground, and I WlLS called
to assist in getting her oft', which detained me until the following night.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. ELDRIDGE,

Acting !tfaster Commandinfj.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Oommander E. HOOKER, U. S. Nav.}',

Comdg. 1st. ]Jiv. Potomac Flotilla" U. S. S. Oommodore Read.
N W R-VOL 5--34
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u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotill.a, j[arch .'11, 1865.

SIR: I ha.ve the honor to report that on the 13th instant the U. S. S.
Morse, commanded by Acting Master G. W. Hyde, engaged 011 the
Rappahannock, near Fort Lowry, a rebel light battery, and after an
engagement of two hours succeeded in driving it away.

The Morsc, although struck several times, suffered no material dam
age, and not an officer nor man was hnrt.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oomm.ander, Command'ing Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.

RepO'·t of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of engagement bctween U. S. S. Morse and Oonfederate battery nea·r Fort
Lowry, Va.

Repo'rt of Acting Master Hyde, U. S. Nat'y, commanding U. S. S. Morse,
of engagement with Oonfederate battery near Fort IJOwry, Va.

U. S. S. MORSE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, March 15,1865.

Sm: I wonld respectfully Bubmit the following report:
On the morning of the 13th, while proceeding up the Rappahannock

in obedience to your order, the enemy opened upon me from a battery
which they had erected about a mile from Fort LowrJ~. I immediately
returned the fire, and, after an engagement of about tW(l hours' dura.
tion, silenced it. About 10 o'clock got underway to reenforce the U. S. S.
Delmcare opposite Tappahannock; came to anchor with the above·
mentioned vessel about 50 yards from the wharf.

Abont 2 p. m. the Delaware went down the river to communicate
with the U. S. S. Commodore Readj at 3:20 p. m. got underway and
went down the rivel' as far as Fort Lowry; met the Delaware coming up
and was ordered to follow him; 4:30 commenced shelling the woods
and a bridge about a half mile from Tappahannock, in company with
the Delaware. At 5:15 p. m. ceased firing and stood down the river;
about 6 o'clock got aground 011 Bowlers Rocks; sent up a rocket and
fired a 24-pounder howitzer for assistance; 7 o'clock succeeded in getting
off and communicated with Dela1carej came to anchor iu company with
her abont half·past 7 off Union wharf.

At 2:30 in the morning of the 14th spoke the U. S. S. Banshee.
Received orders to get underway and proceed to York River. About
3 o'clock the Banshee got aground in the vicinity of Union wharf;
remained near her in company with the Delaware to assist her in getting
her off; 11 a. m. made fast to her with a 7·inch hawser and parted it;
at 1 p.m. made fast to her mainmast with a new 12-inch hawser, and
carried away her mast. About half-past 11 she floated off with the tide,
and all three vessels got underway for the mouth of the Rappahannock.

The following ammunition was expended, viz:
29 percussion shell, 1oo-pounder Parrott. 19 10-lIeco0(1 shell, IX-inch.
4 5-seoond shell, 1oo-pounder Parrott. 1115-second shell, IX-inch.
4 10-sellond shell, lOO-pounder Parrott. 6 concentric 10-second shell, IX-inch.
110-seilond shrapnel, 1oo-pounder. 3 howitzer shrapnel.
6 5-eecond shell, IX-inch. 1 howitzer canister.

GEORGE W. HYDE,
Acting Master, Oommanding.

[Actg. Vol. Lient. E. HOOKER, U. S. Navy,
Commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.J
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J. LOURIE,
Executive OJftcer.

R6port of executive officer U. 8. 8. Morse, of injuries lIustained by that
vessel in engagement with Oonfederate battery near Fort Lowry, Va.

U. 8. 8. MORSE,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, March 17,1865.

8m: I have to report the following damageg in the carpenter'tl depart·
ment of this vessel during the engagement with the rebel battery on
the morning of the 13th instant:

Forward end of house, starboa.rd side, started 3 inches; bulkhead
betwoon dispensary and steerage badly started; carlines of hammock
nettings started 1 inchj two window sashes and glass totally destroyed;
twenty panes of glass oroken.

Ve=y respectfully,

GEO. W. HYDE,
.Acti'ng Master, Oommanding.

Semimonthly statement of vessels of the Potomac Flotilla.

POTOMAC FLOTILLA, ~J1arch 15, 1865.

Potomac River.
Under repairs, St. Inigoe•.
St. InigOOll Creek.
Potomac Flotilla.
Point Lookout.
Storc.hlp, St. Inll(""8.

7 ••••.do ....•...
, Paddle wheel .
2 ..••.do .

1

2 Screw ......•.
1 do .
5 Paddle wheel.
2 Screw .
2 ••••. do .....•..
2 i .
4 Paddle wheel.
7 I:lorew •...•...

Ban.hee ....••...

yankee .....•.•.•
Cruaader ...•....

Resolute ,
R80eue .
Stepping Ston .
TealIer .
Verbena .
Wyandank ••....

My.tic •••.••.•..
Putnam ..••.•..•.
Seymour.•••••...

An8C08tla .
William Bacon ..
Jacoh Bell .

__N_a_m_e.__.IG_UB_O.'1 CI.... Commanding o~cer.. _ PreoeDt duty or .tation.

, II Screw Acting M ter Tole 1 Point Lookout.
, Schooner..... Aoting M..ter Hain ' Mouth of St. Mary's Itiv.r., IPaddle wheel. Actlnl[ Volunteer Lieutenant Potomac River.

Coop. I

3 .••..do •...•... Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E""tern ohore, Virginia.
Shankland. I

Creur de Lion. ••• 3 I do Acting Muter Morris In quarantine.
Currituck....... 5 Screw : Aoting Maoter Arrant. .•...••.. 1 Uuder repair., navy ~·ard.
Dragon 21 do 1 Acting Enoign WaJker : Yeooomico River.
Don 8 •••••do , Lleutenant·Commander Eaot- I Flag.hlp.

I I man. I
Ella............. .••... Paddle wheel. Acting En.ign Gll1ey ! DI.pateh boat.
Eureka.......... 2 Screw ••...... ' Acting Thiril .Aoai.tant Engl. , 8t.lnlg08O Creek.

neer Wright in charge. I
Freeborn ••••.•.. 3 Paddle wheel. ACt!ng. Maoter Street........•.. Rappahannock River.
Fuchola . II Screw........ Acting Ensign Johnson ••...••. Under repairs, navy yard.
Adolph Hugel... 3 Schooner •.... Aoting Maoter Taylor ..•....... Potomac Ri....r. .
Heliotrope....... 3 Paddle wheel. Aotlng En.lgn Griffin St. Inigoes Creek.
Juniper.......... 2 Screw "1 Actin~ Euoip Sheridan •....... Potomac River.
Mercury......... 2 Paddle wheel. Acting En.lgn Neloon Wicomico River.
Moree •.....•••.. II do Acting Mao~rHyde...•........ Rappahannock River.
Prlmrooe . 2 Screw ..•..... Acting EnSIgn Owen .•......... Under repairs. navy yard.
Periwinkle 2 •.•.. do Acting Muter Maev Rappahannock RiHr.
Commodore Read II Paddle wheel. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. Do.

Commander Hooker.
Aotlng Ensign GibBon .••..•....
Aoting Ensign Harrett ...•.•••.
Acting Maoter Roderick .
Acting En.lgn Potter .
Actin~ En8ign Haven8 ....•....
A~l~le~~~~nteer Lieutenant

Acting Maot"r Cook .•••••...... RaYoPr'PahRianvenroc.k River.
Aoting Volunteer Lieutenant k

Hay•.
Acting Maoter Wright ..•.•••.. Eaotern 8hore, Virginia.
Acting Muter Savage••.••..... York RIver.
Aoting El18lgn Allen. ..••••.•.. Do.

Very ~espectfully,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.



FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Gommandet', Oommanding Poto'mac FlotiUa.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander HOOKER,
Gommanding First Dil'ision Potomac Flotilla.
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Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Nary, commanding Potomac Flo·
tilla, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. S. Navy,
commanding First Division, regarding passes.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, ~J[arck 15, 1865.

SIR: Certain speculators will try to get through ;yonr liues on forged
passes. You will not consider any pass as valid, evell if it be signed
by the President, unless it be countersigned by my stamp as annexed.

Respectfully,

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Gomma-nder Hooker, U. S. NU1'y,
commanding First 1Jivision Potomac Flotilla, of expedition to rork
River.

U.S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, March 16,1865.

SIR: On Tuesday forenoon (March 14), after communicating with the
shore for information, having left orders for the JloTse and Periwinkk
to blockade the mouths of the Rappahannock and Piankatank, I pro
ceeded on my way to the York Hiver. Soon after leaving this river I
communicated with the Freeborn returning from Norfolk. Captain
Street informed me that General Grant had asked Oaptain Glisson for
the cooperation of our vessels with the Army on York River, and that
Captain Glisson had sent to you about it. Captain Street informed
Captain Glisson that probably you would not be on the l{appahannock,
but that I would be here, and he brought a verbal request from Captain
G. for me to cooperate. -

Having directed Captain Street to look out for the Piankatank, I
went on toward Yorktown and arrived there at 7 p. m. with my main
steam pipe leaking.

I could not here learn that there was any force of the enemy near, or
anything required other than convoy of transports. I therefore decided
to return to the Rappahannock as soon as my steam pipe could be tern·
porarily repaired. This was accomplished about noon of Wednesday,
but as it was blowing very fresh from the southward I did not deem it
prudent to risk the ship in a seaway lest the temporary repair should
give out. I therefore remained until this morning and left there at day
light, arriving here at about 11 o'clock a. m.

Iu the meantime the Delalrare had reached me aud informed [me] of
the a(}cident to the Banshee. .

Actiug Volunteer Lieutenant Shankland informs me that he has offi
cially reported the disaster to you; also that he can not remain here
without some repairs. I therefore send him to St. Inigoes.

I can keep the Read here until her present supply of coal is out
say, next Monday or Tuesday. When she comes up, however, sbe
will require several daj's' work; her boiler is leaking and requires
calking, etc.
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I enclose herewith Acting Master Hyde's report· of tbe Morse's
doings on Monday; also of the injury to the Banshee. I have not yet
got Acting Master Eldridge's reportt of his doings at Tappahannock,
but will forward it as soou as received.

Very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Actg.Vol. Lieut. Oomdr., U. S. N., Oomdg. 1st Dit,. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram·1

ST. INIGOES, March 16,1865.
Return to yonr duties off tIle Rappahannock at once, and let me

know why you have left your station without any orders from me. The
captain of the Orusader will have this sent to Captain Hooker forthwith.

F. A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding, etc.

Acting Volunteer lJientenant HAYS,
Oommanding U. S. S. Orwmder.

For Acting Volunteer lJieutenant-Commander Eo HOOKER,
Oommanding First Division Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. S. Nal'Y,
commanding llirst flit'ision Potomac P lotilla, stating reasons for expe
dition to r01'k River.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock Rit'cr, Virginia" March 18, 18f;5.

SIR: Your telegram to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hays for me is
just received (S o'clock a, m.). In reply, I would say the sudden aban
donment of the expedition on the northern neck and t1'ausfer of the
troops to the York HiveI', the urgent appeal for cooperation, and the
report that Sheridan was at the White House, induced me to believe
that it was a matter of importance that a naval force should be got
there with as little delay as possible, and that had you been here
you would have gone on at once. You not being here, and I having
no means of communicating with you, I took the responsibility of
going as your representative', having left tfle waters here carefully
blockaded, and knowing that there was a telegraph there by means of
which I could communicate with you if necessary.

On my arriva,l there I found that there was not so much necessity as
had been supposed, and bad it not beeu for a leaking steam pipe I
should have been back on the Rappahannock at daylight.

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
EDW. HooKlm,

Actg. Yolo Lieut. Comdr., U. S. N., Oomdg. 1st. Dh). Potomac Plotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilln.

~ See 1'. 5:10. tSee p. 529.
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Report of Acting Master Street, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Thomas
Freeborn, regarding movements of the enemy on the Rappahannock
River.

u. S. S. FREEBORN, March 16,1865.
SIR: All quiet on this station; was on shore yesterday. No enemy

this side of. Saluda; will hear of them should they come. This morning
I stood into Milford Haven and came to an anchor; communicated with
the shore, and learned that about a week ago the marines were in Math
ews County, but crossed over to Middlesex County, and from tlJence np
the right bank of the Rappahannock. They are detachments from ves
sels of the Confederate fleet below Richmond. My firing this morning
was for practice.

Very reRpectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. TELL STREET,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant·Commander E. HOOKER,

Commanding First Division Potomac Fwtilla.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Parker, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, 1·egarding t'esselB carrying 8upplies t.o
tFte enemy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 16, 1865.
SIR: Lieutenant·General Grant asks the Department, by telegraph,

ifitwould not be advisable to have gunboats sent into York River, Mob·
jack ·Bay, Piankatank River, and the Rappahannock frequently, to
capture or destroy vessels runn ing into those harbors for the purpose of
supplying the enemy. It is presumed that the waters mentioned are
receiving your attention; nevertheless, it iR deemed proper to advise
you of this request of Lieutenant·General Grant.

Very respectfully, etc.,
G. WELLES,

Secretary of the Kary.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac F lotillla.

Operations in Mattox Creek, Yirginia, Jl[arch 16-18, 1865.

Report of Commander Parker, U:B. Navy, commanding Potomac Flolilla, tranlmittiDg report
of Lieuten&nt-Oommander Eastman, U. B. Navy, COmmAndjng U. 8. 8. Don, regarding oper
ations in Iattox Creek, Virginia.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Fwtilla, March 21, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to encloRe herewith a report of Lieutenant·
Commander Eastman, commanding this vessel, giving a very satisfac·
tory account of operations conducted by him in Mattox Creek, Virginia,
on the 16th, 17th, and 18th instant.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, (Jommanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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[Elloloeure.)

U. S. S. DON, .Marck 1R, 1865.
SIR: .In obedience to your verbal instructious of the 15th, I left

St. Inigoes with the Stepping Stones, Heliotrope, and Resolute at about
7 p. 01.

I entered Mattox Oreek, Virginia, at daylight, and on the 16th landed
armed parties and examined all the houses in the vicinity and the creek
on the left-hand side, the gunboats having grounded when we first
entered. This part of the work was done by boats.

About 2 o'clock I sent Acting Ensign Brice, with 40 men, on the south
side of Mattox Oreek. He lauded and found himself opposed by about
50 cavalry. He formed his men to receive their attack. While doing
this, 8 or 10 cavalry came down on his left flank, which he drove 011:
The main portion, on seeing this, retired to the woods.

Having by this time got the Stepping Stones afloat, I steamed iu, drove
the rebels out of sight, and then sent Acting Ensign Brice to examine
the houses; which he did, finding 6 bales of tobacco and a quantity of
smoo~hboremusket-ball cartridges and caps.

It being now near night, and the Heliotrope being still aground, I
came out in order to wait until morning, and in coming out the Stepping
Stones was grounded.

The Heliotrope soon afterwards was afloat, and at 4 a. m. of the 17th
came in, and I detailed ller to assist the Stepping Stones, directing the
commanding officer of the Stepping Stones to use every exertion to
lighten his vessel, as I believed her to be hard aground, the wind hav
ing been blowing her on all the time.

At 8 a. m. I sent the launch with one smooth howitzer, Acting Ensign
Summers in charge, up the right prong of Mattox Oreek, marching up
the shore myself with 70 sailors and marines. The creek was cleared,
and the four boats found there were destroyed.

I then returned to the Stepping Stones, sending the launch up the
left prong of Mattox Oreek, with orders to clear that creek, which
Acting Ensign Summers did most thoroughly; destroyed three schoon
ers under a flre of musketry from 300 or 400 rebels, which fire ill a few
moments cut away half of bis oars, piercing the launch in many places,
and cut the barrel oft· the musket which he was firing at the rebels.
Only one man was struck and he wounded but slightly. The crew of
the boat were all black but two, and P. Mullen, boatswain's mate
of the U. S. S. Don, and Aaron Anderson, landsman (colored), of the
lVyandank, are reported to me by Acting Ensign Summers as having
assisted him gallantly-Mullen lying on his back while loading the
howitzer and then firiug so carefully as to kill and wound many rebels,
besides driving them all away, as was clearly seen fi'om the other side
of the creek, where our shore party were marching up.

At 5 p. lll. the point near to where the Stepping Stones was aground
was fortified and held through the night. The force kept a careful
watch all night. At daybreak the pickets were driven in and we
quickly formed to receive the rebels, who were seen coming in two col
umns toward our line, but after takin~ a good look at ns retired as
quickly as they came; why I know not, unless they had hoped to sur
prise us, which they failed in doing.

The officers and men during these two days' hard duty behaved in
the best manner, and I was proud to be with such active, obe
dient men.

Acting Ensign Brice was my executive officer, and lowe to him
specially my thanks for hili untiring zeal, and every other officer doing
hiB duty so well. I recommend them favorably to your notice.



T. H. EASTMAN,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Nat·y, Commanding F. 8. 8. Dem.

Commander F. A. PARKER
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
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I give here a statement of the force I had with me ashore and in the
march.

From the U. 8. 8. Don.-Acting Ensigns Brice, Edmunds, Hallock,
Hoar, Eastman; Acting Third Assistant Engineer Bowie; Acting Mas
ter's .Mate Beam; Captain's Clerk Lorigan, 51 sailors, 14 marines.

From tlle U. R. 8. 8tepping 8tones.-Actiug Ensign Hartford, Acting
Master's .Mate Heid, aud 30 sailors.

From the U. 8. 8. Heliotrope.-Acting Ensigns Dyson and Pyne and
20 sailors. .

From the U. 8. 8. Wyandank.-Acting Ensign Summers and 20
sailors.

During the night of the 17th Acting Ensigns Saunders [G. L.Sands]
and CHue and 2~ men from tile U. S. S. Anllcostia were brought ou
shore ill addition to the above-mentioned force.

The only loss I have to report is one sll,ber bayonet, and the ouly
cal>ualtie8 are T. Buckley, ordinary seaman, seriously wounded ill the
leg by an accidental thrust of a bayonet, and Robert Lee, landsman,
slightly wounded while in the launch.

lwspectfully,

Beport of LieutenaD.t-Commander Eutman, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Don, ItatiDg
iJJ,juri.. done to the property of JIrJ. 8utton, Kontroll, Va.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac River, Marek 21,1865.

SIR: In obedieuce to your order I make the following statement of
injuries done to the place of Mrs. E. A. Sutton, Montross, Westmore
land County, Ya.

In preparing for the attack of the rebels while we were encamped on
her place I ordered the cutting down of about ten small trees, aud two
sides of a fence, each about 100 feet long, for the purpose of construct
ing abatis; also, I ordered the destruction of a small shed which was
in our front.

I am not aware of any other injuries. 1 wiHh to state that Mrs. Sut
ton received us kindly amI loyally and gave me information which pre
vented about thirty of our men falliug into an ambutlcade which would
have injnred my foree materially.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. H. EASTMAN,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding U. 8. S. Don.
Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla, recommendiDg ActiDg
EnIign Suunnen, U. 8. Navy, for promotion for gallant action in Iattox Creek, Virginia.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, April 29, 186'5.

SIR: I have the honor to recommend to the Department for conspicu
OUR galhllltry in nction on the 17th ultimo, at Mattox Creek, Virginia,
Acting Eutlib"ll William n. Summers, who, at that time in charge of a
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howitzer launcb, succeeded in destroying three schooners and a large
barge under the heavy musketry fire of a force of rebels estimated to be
about 400 strong.

Many oars of the launch were cut to pieces, the gnnwale of ttle boat
pierced in several places, and the barrel of the musket which Mr. Sum
mers carried cut in two by a rifle ball.

I would most earnestly request that Acting Ensign,Summers be made
a master for his conduct and bravery.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomao FlatU/a.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, illarch 20,186'5.
Send Little .Ada to Potomac Flotilla.

G. WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain J. 1\1. BERRIEN,
Oommandant Naval Station, Norfolk, Va.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding movement of gunboats.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, Mm'ch 21, 1865.

SIR: Your communication of the 16th instant, referring to the request
of Lieutenant·General Grant, is received, and I have the honor to
inform you that gunboats have been sent to aid the places mentioned
in his request.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER.

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of two officers of the U. S. S. Morse, regarding the movements of
a party of marines from the O. S. ram Virginia.

U. S. S. MORSE, March 21, 1865.
Sm: In obedience to orders we proceeded to the southern shore, to

communicate with a flag of truce. From the persons bearing it we
gained the following information, viz:

That the rebel marines in this vicinity are a part of the crew of the
rebel ram Virginia. They claim to be 80 innurnber, but our informaut
thinks there are not more than 30, who are on the north side of the
Happahannock iu Lancaster Oounty, opposite Lockley'8 Creek. Three
of this uumber crossed to Lockley's Creek on the south side of the river
yesterday afternoon. They were taken across by David Pinn, a free
negro. Our informant did not know whether he assisted them volun
tarily or not, but thinks he was paid for his services. The rest of these
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marines are ready to cross to the south side of the river at any time.
The three men who cro!lsed to the south side impressed all the horses
and boats in the neighborhood. The reason they assigned for taking
the bosts was that they needed them for the pnrpose of making a raid
on the small gunboats, in hopes of capturing one of them.

The battery which opcned on the U. S. steamers Morse and Jlos81cood
on the 13th instant [consisted I of two small siege gnns, manned by
about 100 old men and young boys. Besides this battery there is a
small squad of cavalry. The battery and cavalry are encamped at
Dnnnsville, jnst back of Fort Lowry.

The cavalrymen who made their appearance in the open field near
the earthwork on the 13th instant were killed by the explosion of a
shell after reaching the woods.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,
JAMES H. DELANO,

Acting Ensign.
CHAS. A. McDANIEL,

Acting Assistant Paymaster.
GEO. W. HYDE,

Acting Master, Commanding U. S. S. Morse.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Nickerson, U. S. Navy, command
ing U. S. S. Wyandank, of tlte seizure of schooner Champanero, of
Baltimore.

TENNISON, Deputy Collector.

I then took tbe manifest and commenced to examine the cargo and
compare it with the manifest. I fonnd tilat the cargo and manife.st did
not agree, and that one-half or more of the cargo was not on the mani
fest. I also found a quantity of powder on board, neither permitted
nor manifested, consequently I seized the vessel. Upon examining all
the papers fonnd on board, I found bills of goods, liqnors, etc., to the
amount of near $4,000 for this same Tennison, deputy collector, and r
think that it is very wrong for a custom-honse collector to endorse a .
manifest to be correct when it is proven to be all wrong. It would
have a tendency to induce a boarding officer to pass the vessel without
strict search.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. STORESHIP \VYANDANK,
St. Inigoes Creek, Maryland, Marck 21,1865.

SIR: I have the honor to make the followmg report:
On the 14th instant, in St. Inigoes Creek, I boarded the schooner

Champanero, from Baltimore, with an l\8sorted cargo of merchandise,
liquors, provisions, etc. Upon examining the manifest I found the
following endorsement on it:

PORT OF ST. MARY'~, March 13, 186.5.
Examined the within anll found correct. The vessel hall permission to proceed

and land her cargo.

S. NICKERSON,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Respectfully snbmitted to the Department.
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Command~r, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
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Letter from the 8ecretary of the Navy to Commander Parker, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding blockade runners.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, ,March 23, 1865.
SIR: A person writing from New York under date of the 11th instant,

who withholds his name, but states how he can be addressed, says that
he is confident that one vessel, if not more, is loadin~with contraband
goods to be landed on the Potomac somewhere in the vicinity of Smith's
!'oint, and intends, it' a chance offers, to run into the Yeocomico. He
does not give the names of the vessels.

Very respectfully, etc.,
G. WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, W1181lington.

Letter from Major-Gfmeral Ord, U.8. Army, commanding Army of ihe
Jame8, to the Secretary of the Navy, advising the patrol of l'ork River
to prevent the use of the fi8hcrie8 by the enemy.

JlDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, ARMY OF THE JAMES,
Before Ricl£mond, 1'a., lIla,rah 24, 1865.

In reply to a communication- of Commander Parker, commanding Po
tomac Flotilla, to the Navy Department, and transmitted through the
Secretary of War and headquarters Armies of the United States to me,
in reference to an alleged trade across the York River from Gloucester,
Va., by disloyal persons, with a sutler by the name of Gallagher, I have
the hOllor to state that previous to the receipt of this communication I
bad ordet'ed llr. Gallagher's store closed up. Mr. Gallagber has been
an authorized sntler in this department and has been under the sur·
veillance of the commander of the post and provost·marshal at York
town, but I had ordered him closed to prevent the temptations to any
attempt at an unwarrantaule trade and intercourse with a rebellious
region.

In regard to the oyster trade, I bave already written a communication
to Commander Parker npon this subject. The value of these fisheries
to the Government is of little importance compared with their value to
the rebels. By contracting the lines within which oyster boats were
permitted to fish, we have relinquished to the rebels a source of sup
plies, and even now shad are advertised in the Hichmond papers, which
could not, I think, have come from elsewhere than the York and
Pamunkey rivers. The gunboats, it seems to me, could not be better
and more legitimately employed than in patrolling and guarding the
York H.iver above the oyster beds and cutting off the nse of these and
other fisheries from the use of the rebels and giving protection to snch
of our loyal people and negroes as have derived their maintenance from
them heretofore.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. O. C. ORD,

Jlfajor-Generalof Yolunteers, Commanding.
HOll. GIDEON WELLES,

SecretaM} Nat'y.
----------

• See pp. 524, 525.
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Order of the Secretary o/the Navy to Acting MWlter Ooffin, U. S. lYatty,
commanding U. S. S. Adela, to join the Potomac Flotilla.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 29,1865.
SIR: Proceed with the U. S. S. Adela to St. Mary's, Md., and report

to Commander F. A. Parker for duty in the Potomac Flotilla.
Very respectfully, ete.,

Acting Master EDWIN COFFIN,
Oommanding U. S. S. Adela, Nmc York.

Report ofOommander Parker, U. S. Navy, CJQ,mmanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the capture by U. S. S. MyRtic, of a canoe containing tobacco.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, March ,'J1, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the- Department that on the night of
the 19th instant Acting Master Wright, commanding the U. S. S. Alystic,
captured on the North River a large canoe and 17 boxes of tobacco,
which were just about to be shipped to run the blockade.

The tobacco I have divided among the captors, and shall use the
boat for public service at the depot at St. Inigoes.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secret,ary of the Na.vy.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Parker, commanding
Potomac Flotilla, transmitting report of Lieutenant-Comma.nder Wells,
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Galena, reflarding the capture of the
schooners St. 1Ilary's and J. B. Spa.fford by a party of Confederates
under John C. Braine, March 31, 186'5.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 7,1865.
SIR: I herewith transmit for your information a copy of the report

of Lieutellant-Gommander O. n. Wells, of the U. S. S. Galena, relative
to the capture on the 31st ultimo of the schooner St. Mary's, by a party
of armed rebels in the Chesapeake Bay.

Respectfully,
G. WELLES,

Secretary of the Naf'y.
Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Navy Yard, WWlhington, D. C.

U. S. S. GALENA,
Delaware Breakwater, Apt'il 4, 1865.

SIR: I arrived here yesterday afternoon, and this morning the
inspector of customs, Lewistowll [Lewes !J, Del., informed me that the
schooner St. Mary's, of St. Mary's, Md., was captured in Ohesapeake
Bay near Plltnxent niver, on the 31st ultimo, by a yawl containing"
twenty firmed rebels, comma1ll1ed by Lientenants Braine and Mur
dock. The captured Bchooner, the St. Marl/s, got to se.a that llight or
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next morning anll captured another scl1ooner, theJ. B. Spa,trord, bound
to New York, and last from \Vicomico. The crew and two passengers
of the St. Mary's were put on board of the J. B. Spaj'onl (having been
released). She arrived here yesterday afternoon. At the time of her
capture she was off Hog Island. The St. Mary's was last seen by the
released crew heading to the south, with the wind from ,the northward,
on the night of the 1st instant, and they report that there was a light
in a southeasterly direction, which they supposed was a vessel the
rebels had captured and set fire to. The St. Mary's is a Baltimore·built
schooner of 115 tons, and had an assorted cargo valued at $20,000.

Braine, the rebel commander of the piratical yawl, informed the
master of the schooner Spafford that he was going to St. .Marks, Fla.

The crews of the St. Mary's and SpajJord were generally robbed of
their personal effects.

The rebel party took the St. Jlary's by surprise, reporting that they
were in a sinking- condition, when they came alongside.

I shall proceed to sea to-day.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. WELLS,
Lieutenant-Commandm·.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. S. Natly"
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, regard'ing reported move
ments of a party of Oonfederates under Captain Fitzhugh.

U. S. S.COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, April 3, 1865.

Sm: I have just received information that Captain Fitzhugh, with
quite a number of men and some boats, is at Robinsou's Creek, just
above Urbana. It is said their intention is to make an attack on us,
but I think it much more likely they intend depredations in the bay, or
possibly the putting down of torpedoes. As I understand you are to
be here in a few days, I shall not make any movement toward dislodging
them until you come. In the meantime I will try to get more information.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. EDW. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comd,'., U. S. N., Comdg. 1st Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Capture of transport stemner Harriet De Ford in Chesapeake Bay by a
party of Oonfederates under Captain Fitzhugh, O. S. Army.

[Telegram.]

ANNAPOLIS, MD., April 5, 1865.
(Received 9: 20 a. m.)

Steamer Harriet De Ford was captured at Fair Haven, in Chesapeake
Bay, 30 miles below here, at 2 o'clock this morning, by a rebel party of
27, headed by Captain Fitzhugh. She is a one-masted propeller, upper
works painted drab. The captain, mate, and white passengers were
released; the crew taken. She immediately sailed after a propeller
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towing two Government barges'down the bay. Have nothing here to
Bend in pursuit. Have telegraphed to commanding officer at Fortress
Monroe, Point Lookout., and Baltimore.

F. D. SEWALL.
Colonel, Commanding District.

Lieutenant-C9lonel J. H. TAYLOR,
Chief of Staff.

[Telegram. J

BALTIMORE, MD., April 5, 1865.
tReceived at Washington 11:40 am.)

I am just informed that two veBBels have been captured by the rebels,
the Harriet De Ford last night in Herring Bay, and the St. Mary's on the
1st of April, at the mouth of the Patuxent River. I have no small
steamer to dispatch to look after them. Conld you not dispatch two
light draft steamers, either from Potomac Flotilla or Hampton Roads,
to put a stop to this business'

Respectfully,

Hon. G. WELLES,
[Secretary of the Navy.]

(Telegram.]

NAVY DEPAR'J.'MENT, April 5, 1865.
The steamer Harriet De Ford was captured at Fair Haven, in Chesa

peake Bay, 30 miles below Annapolis, at 2 o'clock this morning, by a
rebel party. She is a one-masted propeller, upper works drab. She
immediately went in pursuit of another !'\teamer ill sight. Use your
best exertions to recapture the steamer or overtake the rebel party.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Mary's, j[d.

[Telegram.]

POINT LOOKOUT, April 5, 1865-1: 20 p. 'm.
Dispatch received. I am off and have sent ten more vessels in pur

suit of the Harriet De Ford.
F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Order of Commander Parker, U. B. Navy, oommanding Potomao Flotilla, to Aoting Volunteer
Lieutenant-Commander Rooker, U. B. Navy, oommanding Fil'lt Divmon.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, April 5, 1865.

8m: The transport Harriet De Ford has been captured in Chesa
peake Bay by a party of rebels. Yon will therefore be particularly
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FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting' Volunteer r...ientenant-Oommander E. HOOKER,
U. S. S. Oommod.Qre Read.

careful in overhauling all steamers and be prepared. to sink the De Ford
shoulll you fall in with her.

Your station during the night and until further orders will be from
the Rappahannock to Wolf Trap light-boat, and the following are the
vessels of your command which you will dispose of as, in your judg
ment, you may think proper, viz: Oommodore Read, Yankee, Bell, Oreur
de l-ion.

Respectfully, yours,

[Endol'lMlment on envelope.]

The Harriet De Ford is a one-masted propeller, upper works drab.
She immediately went in pursuit of another steamer in sight.

G. E. MCCONNELL,
Chief of Staff.

Be particular that your ves§els carry their rUllning lights so that
they may be taken for merchant vessels.

F.A.~,

Commander, Commanding.

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Comma.nding Potomac Flotilla..

Lieutenant-Commander T. H. EASTMAN,
U. So S. Don.

Order of Commander Parker, U. B. Navy, oommanding Potomac Flotilla, to Lieutenant-Com
:mander Eutman, U. B. Navy, oommauding U. B. B. Don.

U..S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla" April 5, 1865.

SIR: The transport Harriet De Ford has been captured in Chesa·
peake Bay by a party of rebels. You will therefore be particularly
careful in overhauling all steamers and be prepared to sink the De ]i'01'd
should you fall in with her.

Your station during the night and until further orders will be from
Point Lookout to Hooper Island, and the following are the vessels of
your command which you will dispose of as, in your judgment, you may
think proper, viz: Don, Currituck, Nansemond, Freeborn, Mercury.

Respectfully, yours,

lutructiollll of Commander Parker, U. B. Navy, oommanding Potomac Flotilla, to Acting Vol·
unteer Lieutenant-Commander Kooker, U. B. Navy, oommanding Fint Division, regarding
a eearch for transport lteamer Harriet De Ford.

u. S. S. DON,
Point Lookout, April 6, 1865.

Sm: I have neither heard nor soon anything more of the Harriet De
For~. She must [be ] lurking somewhere on the eastern shore.

Send the Putnam to Mobjack Bay, where she will probably find the
Western World. Let them examine everything near that vicinity, and
caution the captain of the Putna'm to be very particular in allowing
vessels to come nesr him.



·544 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

During the day Bend your vessels out into the bay and overhaul
everything passing, and at night take the same slation as last night.

Uesllootfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander E. HOOKER,

U. S. S. Oommodore Read.

lleport of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, '0'. 8. Navy, oommanding FirIt
. DivilioD Po&omac FIoUlla.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Indian Oreek, Virginia, AprU 6, 1865.

Sm: We ha.ve holed the rat, but can't get at him; he is in Indian
Creek. The Ore1l.r de Lion and Heliotrope are coming here.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant~

EDW. HOOKER,
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Oomdr., U. S. N., OOflJdg. 1st Di:r. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flatilla.

[Telegram.]

POINT LOOKOUT, April 6, 1865-5 p. m.
Harriet De Ford is in Indian Creek, Virginia, blockaded by several

of my gunboats. .As soon as the light·draft boats get up she will be
recaptured or destroyed.

Respectfully,
F. A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. G. WELLES,

&cretary of tlte Navy.

Order of Commuder Parker, '0'. 8. Navy, oom1lWUliDg Potomac J'lotilla, to AotiDtr Volmteer
LieutellaD.t Commander Hooker, U. a. Navy, oommapdjDg FirIt DiMon, to capture or
deatroy Iteamer Harriet De FOld.

FOXHALL A. PARKER, .
Comman.der, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander E. HOOKER,
U. 8. S. Commodore Read.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, April 6, 1865.

Sm: I send you the Mercury, Freeborn, Yankee, and Ourrituck.
The Creur de Lion and Heliotrope draw less water than the Harriet

De Ford, and the Ourrituck about the same. These vessels, with the
Freeborn, will be enabled to go up the creek. Let them recapture or
destroy the Harriet ])e Ford without a moment's delay. Be careful to
preserve your whole blockade AS usual.

The Harriet IJe Ford, filled with meu, ma.y attempt to carry the gun
boats by boarding; let them be prepared for this.

So soon as the Harriet IJe Ford is captured or destroyed, send to me
at St. Inigoes the Jacob Bell, Freeborn, Heliotrope, Oamr de Lion, Step
ping Stones.

Respectfully, yours,
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[Endorsement on envelope.]

I have just learned that the De Ford is in Diamond [Dimer's] Creek.
I hear this from the engineer of the Harriet De Foril, who says that
the vessel is partially destroyed. Be careful that you are not deceived
with regard to their situation, and recapture or destroy her withont
delay.

F. A. PA.RKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Lieutenant-Commander HOOKER.

The engineer just made his escape from the vessel.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Koo1r8r, U, S, Navy, oommanding Fint
Division Potomac Flotilla, regardiDg c1eItructicm of llteamer Harriet De Ford.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Vi"ginia, April 7, 1865.

SIR: In obedience to your orders of April 5, I cruised oft' the mouth
of the Happahallnock and Piankatank rivers during the night, over
hauling a number of steamers and sailing vessels. At daylight in the
morning" I communicated with the Jacob Bell (which vessel had been
left in the Rappahannock River), and received from her Simon Brown
aud James Hudson, two of the crew of the captured steamer Harriet
De Ford. From them I obtained the information that the captured
steamer was ill Indian Creek. I at ollce proceeded to that place, tak·
ing with me the Creur de Lion and Heliotrope. The Yankee I dispatched
to you with the information that the steamer was in the .above-named
creek. On the arrival of the Creur de Lion, Captain Nelson said he
could pilot me in, and I at once entered the creek, but had only pro
ceeded a mile or so when the Creur de Lion grounded so hard and fast
that it required all the power of the Read to pull her off. In the mean
time the Heliotrope arrived, as did also the Freeborn, having been
spoken by the Yankee and informed of the state of affairs here. On
board the Heliotrope I found a pilot who knew the channels of these
creeks well. I tberefore directed bel' to lead the way, using the same
signal witb regard to depth of wat.er tbat you instituted on a previous
occasion on the Rappabannock River. Iu this manner I proceeded up
the creek to as high a point as I could reacb in this vessel, say about 5
miles, the light drafts going from 1 to 2 miles farther than I could carry
the Read, all of us shelling woods llond suspicious places. While there
we took on board a number of contrabands, among them one of tbe crew
of the captured steamer. By them we were informed that the oaptured
steamer was in Dimer's Creek instead of Indian Creek. I immediately
made signals for the vessels to return, which they did, and I directed
the Freeborn and Oreur de LiO'n to proceed at once to Dimer's Creek,
while I detained th~ Heliotrope to pilot me out of Indian Creek and
into Dimer's Creek, a service which was most satisfactorily performed,
her pilot carrying me to a higher point in each creek tban any other
gunboat of equal draft has ever before attained. At Dimer's Creek
we found tbe wreck of the captured steamer fired by the enemy and
burned to the water's edge. She was still burning when we boarded her.

N W R-VOL 5---35
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Her boiler and machinery were fired iuto by the Freeborn and other
boats, and it is believed were effectnallydestroyed. AI'! night approached
I withdrew my forces and returned to Rappahannock Uiver.

Contrabands which I have report that the negroes captured in the
steamer were taken to Kilmarnock and sold at auction yesterdayafter
noon. I would respectfully snggest that there are many rank rebels,
male and female, within our reach who might be seized as hOl~tages for
these negroes.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Enw. HOOKER,

Actg. Yolo Lieut. Oomdr., U. 8. K., Comdg. 1st lJin. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.

[Telegram.]

ST. INIGOES, April 9, lR65-12:30 p. m.
When the gunboats got in sight of the Harriet De Ford she was in

flames. She WllR bnrned to the water's edge.
F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of NatJy.

Report of Acting Volunteer LieuteDant-CoJllJD&Dl1er Hooker, U. B. Na9J, commanding FirIt
Division PotDmao Flotilla, giving aooount of the oapture by the CoDfederatell of ,teamer
Harriet De Ford.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock Rit'er, April 13, lR65.

8m: The two negroes from the Harriet Dc Ford state that one of the
perSOll!~ engaged in the capture was John Turpin, son of Sewell Turpin,
of Worcester County, Md. He lived iu Poplartown, between Newark
and Berlin; knew him by having either belonged to or worked for his
fatber. Auother one was Robert Hudgins, living somewhere about
the lower part of the Haven (Milford Haven), in Mathews County, Va.;
did not know any others. There were about eight or ten of the cap
tors. They took the boat near the wharf, Rtopped her, blew the whistle,
and the rest came on board in boats, armed with muskets, etc.

The captain piloted the boat out and was then sent on shore; the
boat which landed him did not return. They brought three boats to
tbe creek, two of the steamer's and one of their own.

They got a pilot to take them into the creek, got aground several
times, and threw some of the cargo overboard.

When the negroes left they were discharging the cargo rapidly, the
farmers in the neighborhood helping.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER.

Actg. Vol. IAcut. Oomdr., U. S. K., Oomdg. 1st lJiv. Potomac Flotilla.
Commauder F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Fl~tilla.



G. WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

G. WELLES,
Secretary of the NaV1J.

Oommander F. A. PARKER
Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla, Washington.

• OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 547

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 5,1865.
Send immediately a picket launch or Greek alphabet steamer to join

the Potomac Flotilla.

'Rear-Admiral D. D. PORTER, _
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Oity Point, Va.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Fwtilla,
regarding rumored plan for the capture of steamer Bighland Light, of
Baltimore.

u. S. S. DON
Potomac Flotilla" April 7, 1865.

Sm: I am informed by the enginef\r of the Harriet De Ford, recently
captured by the rebels, that while a prisoner on the northern neck of
Virginia he learned that parties were organizing for the purpose of
capturing vessels 011 the bay. and that an attempt would be made to
seize the Highland Light, a steamer running between West River and
Baltimore. Tllis report is confirmed by refogees, who assert that the
object of the rebels is to burn and pillage generally. I am led to believe
that an attempt will be made to burn the bridges over Gunpowder and
Bush rivers, and to destroy the boat belonging to the railroad company
at Havre de Grace.

Very respectfnlly,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, U. S. NaV1J, Oommanding Potomac Fwtilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NaV1J, Washington, D. O.

Letter from the Secretary of the Na'Oy to Oommander Parker, U. S. Na'O'!/,
commanding Potomac Fwtilla, rega,rding measures for protection against
capture of vessels in Ohesapeake Bay.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 7,1865.
Sm: Your communication of this date has been received. Rear

Admiral Porter has been iustructed to station three vessels outside the
capes and send to you such light.draft steamers as he can spare, not
exceeding six.

In view of the information gained it would soom pl'udent to dispatch
a vessel to each of the points named, the Gunpowder [River], etc., to
guard [agaiust] the designs of the rebels.

A copy of your report has been communicated to the Secretary of
War, with a suggestion whether it would not be well to scour the
northern neck of Virginia by a military force. In the event of the
suggestion being carried out, you will afford all desired cooperatiC\n
within your power.

Very respectfully, etc.,



G. WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, regarding launch No.6.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 8,1865.
SIR: You are informed that the bunch No.6 will be ready at Ncrfolk,

Va., for transfer to the squadron under your command on the 10th
instant. You will send suoh.officers as may be required to her.

Very respectfully,

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington, D. O.

Letter from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, [T. S. Nary,
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, to Mr. Flippo, git'ing
assurance of all po88wle protection.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappa,h.annock River, Virginia, April 8, 1865.

SIR: Your Jetter has been received. In reply I will say that I know
you and your political status, as 1 believe I do every other man in Lan
caster County. On entering the creek the other day I passed an especial
order to every vessel in my fleet that they were not to fire on yonr house
unless the enemy should make their appearance in that vicinity. The
same order was also passed in regard to Mr. Carter, on Indian Greek
(of which please inform him). You will distinctly understand, however,
that when scoundrels commit depredations innocent people are liable to
be made to suffer, and that when Fitzhugh and other rascals of his
stamp get the opportunity to bring Federal vengeance upon innocent
persons they are only too greatly rejoiced to do so, hoping thereby to
alienate some neutral-minded persons from the old flag. If necessity
requires that I should punish a community, I shall do so without regard
to age or sex or any other consideration. In the meantime believe me
that men of your stamp will not be molested unle88 the exigencies of
war compel me to do so.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Oomdr., U. S. N., Oomdg. 1st »iv. Potomac Flotilla.
Mr. FLIPPO.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenaftt-Oommander Hooker, U. S. Navy, CO11/.

1lw,nding Fint Dit'ision, regarding vessels of his command.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, April 9, lSt'5.

SIR: I will be at the Rappahannock to·morrow evening, and should
I not ~et there before dark, seud the Yankee out to the buoy and let
her awa.it me.
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The following is the disposition of the vessels, and you will see that
all the vessels now in the Rappahannock are in prooer condition and
on their stations:

Rappahannock.-Don, Yankee, Nansemond, Heliotrope, Oommodore
Read, Ourrituck, General Putnam, and Stepping 8tones.

Wicomico and 8m·itk's Point light-boat.-Morse and Dragon.
Piankatank.-..ilfercury.
Wolf Trap.-Peril()inkle.
I have ordered the Putnam to report to yon from York River.

Uespectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. P .A.RKER,

Commander, OO'mmanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander E. HOOKER,

U.8.8. Oommodore Read.

Have all the vessels coaled, and be particnlar that the vesselM which
are to :-emain outside are coaled for at least ten days.

F.A.P.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding gunboats sent to Havre de Grace, Gunpowder lind Bus/,
ril'ers.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomtu: Flotilla, April 9,1865.

SIR: In reply to your communication of the 7th instant, I have the
honor to intorm you that I have sent gunboats to Havre de Grace,
Gunpowder and Bush rivers.

I will cooperate most heartily with any expedition sent to the north
ern n~ck of Virginia.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

8ecretary of the Navy.

Report of OOlllmander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding PotQmac Flotilla,
of tM chase, by U. 8. 8. Little Ada, of boat containing eight ar1ued men.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, April 9, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to report to the Department that on the night
of the 6th instant the U. S. S. Little Ada chased a large yawl boat (with
eight armed rebels in it) ashore at Hooper Strait, Md.

The boat was captured and brought off, and a party of seamen landed,
who remained on shore ten hours st>.arching for the rebels in vab.

The military authorities have boon informed of the fact, and our gun
boats are keeping a bright outlook for the enemy on the bay.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flot-ilia.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Acting E'It.rip Mi"tzer, U. 8. Nar>y, oommaftdillg U. 8. piclcet
boat Zeta, of t1l6 arritJal of tMtv6I,el at BUllh RitJef' bridge,
Maryland.

u. S. S. PICKET BOAT ZETA.
Bush River Bridge, Maryland, April 11, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to report that I arrived here with the vessel
under my command yesterday at 2 p. m. I found Lieutenant Boyce
with a detat~hment of 15 m~n, belonging to the Eighth U. S. Infantry,
guarding the bridge.

I conferred with [him] and instituted a code of night signals.
I have moored the Zeta to cover the approaches to the brid~e along

the railroad; also to cover the approach by water.
I learned that the telegraph station had been discontinued at this

place; I reported by letter to Acting Master W. A. Arthur, command·
ing U. S. S. Freeborn, at Havre de Grace.

On my arrival, I was informed by Lieutenant Boyce that a sentry
which he had posted on the west end of the bridge had been shot
through the thigh; the man said he discovered the person who sbot
him while he was at a considerable distance. I enquired and found
that this man's gun was loaded, but every evidence existed of its having
been discharged and reloaded. Since my arrival everything has been
(luiet.

I am happy to be able to report favorably on the pilot yon sent me.
The entrance to this river is very narrow, and there are two bars at its
month which lock; in some places I scarcely had I foot 8pare wau>r
coming in. He lIas gi\'en me much information about the different
inlets about here, and I most respectfully request that you will permit
me to retain him a.~ long as ~'ou are pleased to keep me here.

All of which is respectfully submitted, by yonr obedient filervant,
F. W. MINTZER,

Acting Ensign, Oommanding.
Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potmnac Flotilla.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potonwc Flotilla,
regarding raid of Mosby's gUMrillas.

U. 8. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, April 1.'], 1865.

SIR: Hearing on the 9th instant that a number of Mosby's guerrillas
were retreating from the northern neck, taking with them a drove of
cattle and a large number of wagons laden with forage, I telegraphed
the information to Ml\ior-General Augur! and on the following day left
the Potomac for Fredericksburg, where arrived on the 12th instant,
and learned to my chagrin that, no force having been sent from Wasb
iugton to intercept them. the guerrillll8 (300 in number) had passed
through Falmouth 011 the evening of t.he 11th instant, bound to Loudoun
and Fauquier counties.

On my way np the Rappahannock several influential citizens called
upon me to say that the inhabitants of Essex and Middlesex counties
were ready to return to their allegiance to the Government, and at
Fredericksburg I had a long unofficial interview with the mayor and
three other gentlemen, who assured me that the people generally con·
sidered that with the surrender of General Lee and his army the rebel·
lion was virtually at an end, and that th(;y were therefore ready to
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submit quietly to the requirements of the Government and to become
good and loyal citizens. I do not quote the words used, but simply
give the purport of the conversation.

The people are said to be in great need of food, clothing, and medi
cines, and I think that both humanity and Bound policy would dictate
the opening of the Rappahannock to trade, under military restriction,
at the earliest practicable moment.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NOIVy.

Re.co'IJery ofproperty captured on the steamer Harriet De Ford.

Beport of Commauder Parker, 11. B. Navy, oommandiDg Potomac Flotilla, of capturel made
in going up the Bappahannook River.

_ U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, April 15, 1865.

SIR: On my way up the Rappahannock I captured a boat contaiuiug
four persolls, three of whom proved to be rebel soldiers and the fourth
a blockade runner.

Having found two orders (in a carpetbag in the boat) from T. Fitz
hugh, leader of the gang of guerrillas who captured the Harriet De
Ford, to a UaptAin Henderson, to deliver certain goods belonging to
Ilald vessel to the blockade runner, I sent an expedition last night on
shore and arrested Henderson, wlIom, with the others, I nave turned
over to the provost-marshal at Point Lookout, Md.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tke Navy.

Beport of ActiDg Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. B. Navy, oomll1lUllUng Firat
DivUicm Potomac Flotilla, regarding boat. of the Jteamer Harriet De Ford.

U. S. S. Cml140DORE READ,
Rappahannook Rit'er, l'irginia, April 2:2, 1&65.

SIR: I have ou board the P1~tnam the boats of the steamer De Ford.
LaBt Wednesday I saw a man from Kilmarnock who informed me that
the people were desirous of returning such property from the steamer
as they had. The gun he said he knew nothing about. The boats
\fere by my direction returned to the wreck at Dimer's Creek, and tlIe
Putnam went np and got them. I shall send them by lIer when she
comes.

Very respectfully, )"our obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Aotg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr., U. 8. N., Comdg.1st lJiv. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Fwtilla.
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Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Na"", oommandiDg Potomac 1'1otilla, roprdiDg roiam of
property.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, April·26, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to report that in consequence of the arrest of
a man llamed Henderson, mentioned in my letter of the 15th instant,
the people in the neighborhood of Kilmarnock have expressed a desire
to retul'll the property stolen from the Harriet De Ford.

The boats have already been returned and the owners informed.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

HOIl. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lioutonant-Commaudor Hooker, U. 8. Na"", oommandiDg FirIt
Division Potomac Flotilla, of the recovery of the gun of the lItoamer Harriet Do Ford.

U. S. S. COMMODORB HEAD,
Rappaha1llnock River, Virginia, April 29, 1865.

SIR: I have the pleasnre of reporting that the gun captured on the
De Ford is on board my ship. It was recovered by me yesterday. It
is a brass 6-pounder trunnioned piece, with the name "H. De Ford" 011
the reinforce.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWA.RU HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr., U. S. N., Oomdg. 1st ])iv. Potomac Flotilla.

Oommander F. A. PARKER, U.. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potoma.c Flotilla.

Letter from the 8ecretary of the Na"" to Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy. oommandiDg Poto
mac Flotilla, regarding the owner of .teamer :Harriet Do Ford.

NA.VY DEPARTMENT, May 3, 1865.

SIR: I herewith transmit a letter addressed to me by B. De Ford, ..
esq., of Baltimore, dated the 26th ultimo, who asks the protection of
the flotilla to enable llis men to recover anything that may be left of
his steamer, the Harriet De Fot'd, which was captured by guerrillas
and burned in Indian River.

Very respectfully, etc., G. WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Washingum.

Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, oommandiDg Potomac 1'1otilla, of auiltanoo ren
dered to owner of steamer Harriet De Ford.

u. S. S. DON,
Potoma.v Flotilla, May 5, 1865.

SIR: In reply to yonr letter of the 3d instant I have the honor to
inform you that I have detailed a vessel to assist the owner of the Har
riet De Ford in getting all that may be left of his steamer.
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A brass gnn belonging to that vessel was sent aboard the Co'mmodore
Read from Lancaster County, Va., a few days since, and is now at the
depot at St. Inigoes. I have telegraphed its recovery to Mr. De Ford.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Aoting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. B. Navy, oommanding Fint
Division Potl.mao Flolilla, of the removal of machinery and fumiture from steamer Harriet
De Ford.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia" May 17, 1865.

SIR: The Heliotrope has returned from Dimer's Creek, the work on
the Harriet J)e Ford being completed. All the machinery was removed,
but the hull was not considered worth removing. The captain of the
Heliotrope also reports that he recovered a considerable part of the fnr
niture of the vessel, mauy articles being found ill the possession of Mr.
HenderllOn's family. He also thinks he has obtained some clew to tile
whereabouts of the gun captured from the picket launch. Perhaps I
can get hold of it by making some threats to parties implicated, and
with your permission 1 will try it.

At some convenient time I will take a look at the wreck of the picket
launch; perhaps there may be something there worth saving.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut.Comdr., U. 8. N., Comdg.1st IJiv. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

General Orders of the Secretary of the Navy announcing the death of the
President oj' the United States.

GENERAL ORDERS, } NAVY DEPARTMENT,
No. 51. lVashington, April 15, 1865.

The Department announces with profound sorrow to the officers and
men of the Navy and Marine Corps the death of Abraham Lincoln,
late President of tile United States. Stricken down by the hand of an
assassin on the evening of the 14th instant, when surrounded by his
family and friends, he lingered a few hours after receiving the fatal
wound and died at 7: 22 this morning.

A grateful people had given their willing confidence to the patriot
and statesman under whose wise Hnd successful administration the
nation was just emerging from the civil strife which for four years has
atllicted the land, when this terrible calamity feU upon the country.
To him our gratitude was justly due, for to him, under God, more than
ttl any other person, we are indebted for the successful viudication of
the integrity of the Union and the maintenance of the power of the
Republic.

The officers of the Navy and Marine Corps will, as a manifestation
of their respect for the exalted character, eminent position, and ines
timable public services of the late President, and as an indication of
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their sense of the calamity which the country has sustained, wear the
usual badge of mourning for six months.

The Department further directs that upon the day following the
receipt of this order, the commandants of squadrons, navy yards and
stations will cause the ensign of every vessel in their several commands
to be hoisted at half·mast, and a gun to be fired every half hour, begin
ning' at sunrise and ending at sunset. 'rhe fiags of the severalllllvy
yards and marine barracks will also be hoisted at half-maat.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Tel..gram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 15, 1865.

If the military authorities arrest the murderer of the President and
take him to the yard, put him on a monitor and anchor her in the
stl'eam, with strong guard on vessel, wharf, and in yard. Call upon
commandant Marine eorps for guard. Have vessel immediately pre
pared ready to receive him at any hour, day or night, with necessary
instructions. He will be heavily ironed and 80 guarded as to prevent
escape or injury to himself.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Na'IJy.

Commodore J. B. MONTGOMERY,
Navy Yard, Washington.

[Telegram.)

ALEXANDRIA, April 16, 1865.
(Received at Washington 6: 10 p. m.)

In the absence of Commander F. A. Parker, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, I address myself to you direct.

By orders from Assistant Secretary of War, General Halleck, the
military authorities of this place are orl1ered to stop all vessels from
going down the river, and by request of military commander here I
have cooperated, and so far as was desired detained certain vessels.
I respectfully ask for intltructions in the matter from you.

JAMES TAYLOR,
A.cting Master, Commanding Guard Vessel off Alexandria.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES.

[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 16, 1865.

On Monday fire a gun in honor of the late President each half hour
from sunrise to 8unset. Keep all flags at half-mlLSt until after the fune·
ral. Officers will wear crape. General order by mail.

G. WELLES,
Secretary of tke Navy.

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Potomac Flotilla, St. Inigoes, Md.
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LTel..,........]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 17, 1865.
Search all vessels going out of the river for the assassins. Detain

all suspiciouR persons. Guard against all crossing of the river and
tonching of vessels or boats on the Virginia shore.

GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander F. A. PARKER U. S. Navy,
OQ1nmanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Inigoes, Md.

Report of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
of the arrest of noted guerrilla and spy Thomas N. Oonra.d.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, April 17, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that last nigllt the
V. S. S. Jacob Bell arrested a noted guerrilla 311d spy named Thomas N.
Conrad, whom I hl\ve sent to Major·General Augur.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from Oaptain Drew, U. S. Army, to commanding officer oj U. S. 8.
Oommodore Read, regarding orders to search for the assassin oj' the
President of the United States.

HEADQUARTERS ST. MARY'S DISTRICT,
OFFIOE OF ASSISTANT ADJUTANT· GENERAL,

Point Lookout, Md., April 17, 1865.
The following telegram has just been rec-eived from Hon. E. M.

Stanton, Secretary of War:
TIle mnrderera of the President and Mr. Seward are no doubt In the ~ang of

rebels mentioned in your telegram. Have the navy vessels sconr the COll.8t, and
'pare no effort to arrest and holll them. Put your whole force on the )York, lI.8 far all
can be done with safety to your command.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. DREW,

Oaptain Veteran Reserve Oorps, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.
COMMANDING OFFIOER, U. S. S. [COMMODORE READ.]

l1l8truetions of Acting Master Eldridge, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Delaware, to Acting Master Arthur, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Thomas Preeborn, regarding search for the murderer of the President
of the United States.

u. S. S. DELAWARE,
Off Point Lookout, Md., April 17, 1865.

8m: In consequence of information llaving been received that the
murderer of the President bas been seen in this vicinity, I would
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request that you patrol the bay from Point Lookout to the mouth [of]
Patuxent River, keeping a strict watch ou the movements of all ves·
sels and on any small boats that may attempt to leave the west Rhore
of the bay.

All steamers bound dowu the bay you will hail, and order them to
proceed to Point Lookout and remain until further orders.

I have sent the Nansemonr,l to the Patuxent, and the j[ystic and this
vessel will patrol the bay in line across.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. ELDRIDGE,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Acting Master W. A. ARTHUR

Comma.nding U. B. S. Freeborn.

[Endol'llement.]

I cruised last night in obedience to this order. Reported to Com
mander Parker this morning at Point Lookout. He instrncted me to
carry out your orders.

W. A. ARTHUR,
Oommanding Freeborn.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander E. HOOKER,
Commanding First Div·ision.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 17, 1R65.
Send auy vessels that may be unemployed to blockade eastern shore

of Virginia and Maryland coast from Point Lookout to Baltimore,
reporting for further orders to senior officer of Potomac Flotilla between
those points.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

CO)[MANDING OFFICER O"F NAVAL FOROE,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[TeIPgraID.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 17, 1865.
The War Depnrtment wishes special attention called this afternoon

to order of Saturday relative to confining a prisoner. Keep boat in
cOllstant readinc~s anu have such a guard at the gate that he can be
safely got on board.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Commouore J. B. MONTGOMERY,
Commandant Navy rard, Washing~.

[Telegram.]

W ASHING'fON, D. C., April 22, 1865.
Booth WllS near Bryantown last Saturday, where Dr. Mudd set his

ankle, which was broken by a fall from his horse. The utmost vigilance
is necessary in the Potomac and Patuxent to prevent his escape. All
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boats should be searched for and destroyed and a daily and nightly
patrol established along both shores. Inform the people that more
than $100,000 are offered for him. Allow none of your vessels to leave
except for search elsewhere.

GIDEON 'WELLES,
Secretary oj Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander EASTMAN.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'S, MD., April 22, 1865.
(1{eceived at Washington 9:50 p. m.)

Telegram received and [itj will be promptly obeyed. I have been
cruising for the last four days off the Patuxent and neighborhood, and
am going back immediately. I sent ~veral suspicions persons to
Baltimore in the Nansemond, one of whom is a man named Barnes.
Provost·Marshal McPhail knows him. I would like to have the Name
mond returned to the Patuxent as soon as possible.

T. H. EASTMAN.
Hon. G. V. Fox.

LTelegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 22, 1865.
Do not send the Don to Baltimore as ordered by Commander Parker.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary.

Lieutenant.Oommander EASTMAN, U. S. Navy,
Point Lookout.

[TelcgrRtn.]

NAVY YARD, April 23, 1865-12: 30 p. m.
I am just leaving the yard to go down the river. Am confident wlJen

you receive the report of my operations the l)o,st week you will find that
a strict blockade has boon kept by the flotilla.

F. A. PARKER,
Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oj tke Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 22, 1865.
I have countermanded your order to send the Don to Baltimore.

Join your command without delay and give effect by your presence to
the prevention of boats leavingtbe Maryland shore. Allow no absences
or cessation of vigi lance on the part of officers or vessels. Your absence
is strongly disapproved at this time.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Relay BQ'U8e.



558 OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC AND RAPPAHANNOCK.

[Telegram.]

RELAY HOUSE, A.pril 23, 1865.
(Received at Washington 8: 10 a. Ill.)

The Don being a good sea boat, and the Secret.ary ofWar having
requested that the Maryland shore should be closely blockaded from
Point Lookout to Baltimore, I sent her with other vessels to that station.
I came on shore from the best motives, because I believed that in no
other way could I control the movements of the whole flotilla. I have
been in constant communication by telegraph with Washington, Balti
more, Annapolis, Point Lookont, and Cherrystone; have been directing
everything and have enjoined upon all the utmost vigilance. I will
join my command withont delay.

F. A. PARKER,
Commander.

Hou. GIDEON WELLES,
. Secretary.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potoma(J Flotilla,
responding to the Department's telegram expressing disapproval of hi8
absence from his command.

U. 8. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, April 23, 1865.

SIR: In reply to your telegram of tbis date, I would respectfully
state that on the 17th instant, when I was told by the honorable Secre
tary of War that Booth had been traced to Upper Marlborough, ou the
Patuxent RiverLand that he would like that river and the coast of
Maryland from .l'oint Lookout to Baltimore very carefully guarded, I
said to you that I would assign Lieutenant-Commander Eastman to
that duty with the Don and such other boats as I could spare from the
Potomac, while I remained behind where I could be in communication
with the Department and the whole flotilla. At the same time I sug
gested that boats should be ordered from Norfolk to cruise in the bay,
and you directed me to tell Commander Wymau to issue orders to that
effect.

I then made the following disposition of the vessels of my command:
Ten gunboats and au armed sloop to patrol the Potomac from Matta·
woman to its mouth, with orders to seize all boats; the monitor CMmo
to remaiu at anchor at Point Lookout, while two gunboats cruised from
the point due east to the eastern shore of Maryland, a distance of but
6 milcll, intercepting all vessels bound down the bay, and sending them
to General Barnes to be overhauled and detained; four fast boats to
cruise along the coast of Maryland from Point Lookout to Annapolis;
seven boats to guard the coast of Virginia from Point Lookont to York
River; two boats in the York River; three on the eastem shore of Vir
ginia, from Cherrystone to Smith's Island; one at Gunpowder [River];
one at Bush River; one at Havre de Grace. I gave orders to the COlll
manders of all these vessels to act in concert and cooperate fully with
the military authorities. I directed that the Stepping Stones SllOUld
carry ammunition and provisions to the Crevr de Lion at Gunpowder,
and that she should stop for me at Baltimore on her way thither, as I
was anxious to see the disposition of the gunboats in that vicinity.

On Monday evening, after giving Commander Wyman my address,
I went to my home, about ten or flfteen minutes' walk from the Helay,
where I was in direct telegraphic communication with my command.
I would here observe that I sent to the Relay regularly lour times a....
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day, and that General Tyler, in command at that post, had conrteously
promised to send all important diRpatches to me by an orderl~·. On
'fue8day morning I received a telegram from St. Inigoes, informing me
that tlle l)icket guard established by my order, about a quarter of a
mile inshore of the depot, had been twice fired at during the previous
night. I immediately ordered the guard doubled and all boats on the
St. M:a.ry's River seized, and thinking it' best not to go in the Stepping
Rtolles, went to Baltimore and directed the commander of tllat ves~el
to proceed to Gunpowder without me.

On Wednesday I again communicated with St. Inigoes, and found
everything going on satisfactorily. On Thursday I visited the Navy
Department, and on my retul n to the Hela;r in tlle evening telegraphed
to Lieutenant-Commander Eastman to report in Baltimore on Saturday
morning, as I wished to run along the entire line of gunboats in the
Chesapeake and Potomac. ThiR telegram had not been received yes
terday morning, which Rhows conclusivelyz I think, how impossible it
would have been for me to direct operatIonR on the Potomac while
cruising in the bay.

On Frida~- and Saturday I was in communication with St. Inigoes,
Poiut Lookout, YOI'ktown, aud Annapolis, and drew up IIond forwarded
to the senior officer at Yorktown inRtructions in relation to trade at:
tllat paint.

I feel well assured that the Potomac and Chesapeake have been vigi
lantly guarded, but twice the number of boats constituting this flotilltl.
could 1I0t prevent a canoe from crossing at night from Maryland 10
Virginia.

It was this consideration which induced my suggestion to the honor
able Secretary of War, ill your presence, that a large cavalry force be
8ent to sc(fllr the northern neck, a suggestion which has but just been
partially carried out by the sending of 200 horsemen to Coan River.

I have made the above plain statement of facts in order tllat the
Department may see that, while at my home, I was not unmindful or
neglectful of my duty. In "~ashington I could have done no more;
on board the Don 1I0t so much.

During the whole of this accursed rebellion I have eudeavored to do
my duty faithfully and honestly to my Government and country, and
feeling that I could perform no better service to either than by aiding
in the apprehem~ionof the vile assassin of our late lamented President, I
am mortified and pained at the censure expressed ill the Department's
telegram. I earnestly trust, however, that upon a review of all the
circumstances of the case the Department will be enabled to alter its
opinion.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na'Dy.

Letter from the Secretary of the N a"'Y to Commander PM'ker, U. S. Navy
cOfnmalIding Potomac Flotma, censuring him for the escape of the
aBsaBsin of the President.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 28, 186/;.
8m: The Department has received your communication of the 23d

instant, reporting the measures taken by you to capture the assassin
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of the late President and explaining why you were at your residence
uear the Helay House at so important a period.

Siuce it hM been proved that the assassin has beeu ill the vicinity of
St. Inigoes, the headquarters of the Potomac Flotilla, it would seem
that the place of the commander of the flotilla. should have been there
aud not at his home. It is supposed that the villain passed out of that
district while you were at your'residence.

Very respectfully, etc.,
G. WELLE::':,

Secretary of the .XaflY.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, D. 8. Nary,
commanding First Dil,ision l'otmllac Flotilla, regarding continued
breach of blockade on the eastern shore.

U.S.S.COMMODORE READ,
&ppahannock Riller, Virginia, April 23, 1865.

SIR: In accordance with your telegraphic order, I have sent Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Oommanding Livingston in the Barney to York
Wwn to relieve the Crusader.

From the reports in circulation around the counties on this river, I
shoulll think that there must be sometlling wrong in that region (York
town). I am told by parties on shore that boats are passing and
repMsing to and from the eastern shore; that goods are coming in, etc.

I do not know how much truth there is in the stories, and ~hink they
are told to me in the hopes of making me relax the blockade here;
they will, however, have no effect on me. It is said the army author
ities sanction the trade. I meution these as rumors only, and not as
things of which I have any real knowledge, but think you ought to
know even the rumors.

Very respec~fully,your obedient servant,
E. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr., U. 8. N., Comd{,.lst Dil'. Potomac Fl()tilla..
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

Report of Commander ParkeJ', U. 8. Xavy, commanding Potomac Fl()tilla,
regarding captures.

u. S. S. ELLA,
Potomac Flotilla, April 24, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that I have this day sent to the
provost-mal'shal at Washington four meu, one woman, and Child, arrested
in attempting to cross the Potomac into Virginia.

I am, sir, very r~pectfulIy,your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Report 0/ ActiftU Volunteer LiC'Utenant-Commander Hooker~ U. S. Navy,
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, rega.rding the proposed
raising 0/ the United States flag in Mathews County, Va.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Yirginia, April 26, 1865.

SIR: I deem it proper to report the following circumstances, which
have transpired since my last communication to you:

On Sunday afternoon, after the Putnam, had left, I received a note
from Mathews County, signed by a Mr. Dixon, and purporting to have
been written at the request of many citizens, informing me that on
Tuesday, the 25th, a flag would be raised in that county, and inviting
myself and officers to be present. OIl Monday morning I went into the
Piankatank and communicated with several citizens on the matter,
informing' them that any such movement must be a voluntary act on
their part, and that neither myself nor officers couId attend, lest it should
be reported by those opposed to the moveinellt that it was done by my
orders, etc. I also explained to them that the hoisting of the flag would
not ill any way relax the blockade, or grant any privileges in tradingor
passing or repas~ing through the blockade lines. I further said to
them that in my opinion the better course would be to get the citizens
of the county together in a public meeting, have a free interchange of
sentiments, and then, if they thought best to raise a tlag, to do so, and
take the oath of allegiance to the U. S. Government. I also found that
there was some opposition to the movement, and that my name had
been nsed as authority for the raising of the flag. This I took especial
pains to contradict. I then left the river and returned to the Rappa
hannock River. I have since been infiJrmed that the flag was hoisted
on Tuesday and is still tlying, there lwing a few men and a large nnm·
bel' of women present; the more re8ponsible portion of the citizens, I
understand, accorded with my idea of having meetings, etc., first, and
did not attend the flag raising.

While in the Piankatank I received an invitation to visit the house
of the Reverend Mr. Towill, in Middlesex County. This gentleman is
a consistent Union man, and has been so throughout the war. He had
previously taken the oath on board my ship. Consequently I yesterday
visited his place and met some of the principal citizens of this district
of Middlesex County.

I found that they were endeavoring to get together a meeting at the
county 8eat with a view to expediting the return of the State to her
allegiance. I explained to thflm, as I had to the citizens of Mathews,
that whatever they did there could be no privileges accorded to them
until it was so ordered by competent authority. This seemed to be the
view which they had entertained of it. They, however, both secession·
ists and Unionists, expressed the wish to take the oath of allegiance
before making any movement, and, had I not received your note, I
should have felt justified in administering it to them after the careful
explanations I had made to them.

On my return to the ship, however, I found your note, and at once
informed them that I conld do nothing in the matter without further
orders. The feeling in this portion of Middlesex County seems to be
very harmonious, and I am informed it is so throughout the county. I
am further informed that the secession flag has never been hoisted in
the county. In Mathews County, howevel', there seems to be consider·
able difference, and I am indined to think that the hoisting of the flag

N W R-VOL 5--36
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may engender some bitterness, which, if it had been delayed a little
while, would have been avoided.

I .,hall keep np a constant communication with the citizenK and
endeavor to make m:rself acquainted with the popular feeling ill both
counti('s.

I would reRpectfully ask if my cour~ as above described w('('ts your
approbntioll, and I wonld alRO ask some advice upon such points a.." may
()(~Cllr to you, for I am fully aware that braius are uow of more ('onae·
quence than glllJli!.

I would also he plf'.asOO. to have some instructions about the blockad·
ing aft('r the Army arrives, as they will probably give free permit~ to
bring in goods, et~~., without any reference to the naval fort'&! here.

"cry respeetfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Artg. 1-01. Lieut. Comdr., r. S. N., Comdg. lilt Dir. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, H. S. Navy,
Commanding Potmna{' Flotilla.

Report of Actin{1 roll/tlteer Lieutenant-Commmider Hooker, U. 8. Nary,
cO/lillI/liuJing First J)ivision Potomac Flotilla, reganling lligpositiQll
of vCllsels of his ('Of/lmand.

u. s. S. COMMODORE l~E.A.D,

Rappahannork Ril'er, April. 27, 1865.
SIR: The available force of the First Division is now the .lforlle, at

Wicomico; Putnam, Fleet's Bay and creeks; Commodore Read, Rappa
bannock, and Freeborn, Piankatank. I have sent the Free.bQrfl to tbf
light-Rhip, but Captain Arthur says tbat lie ('.an not remain there, Hud
is oftener ill Mob.ia<~k Bay, or some such place, than on the station.
Tbo Frl'eborn would be a much better vessel for Cherrystone t,han the
Peri/rinkle, while tllat vesRel is well suited to cruise around the lower
part of my station and the ".olf Trap, as she can keep tbe station in all
weathers. With tbe present disposition of the vessels, the whole coa.~t

from Piankatank to Mobjack is most of the time unguarded.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. HOOKER.
Actg. 1'01 Lieut. Comdr., U. 8. N., Comdg.ll1t Dit'. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
(Jolllmanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

ST. MARY'S, MD., April 27, lR65.
(Received at Washington 10 ::lO IL m.)

Many officerR and men on the northern neck of Virginia and on the
right bank of the Happahl\llnock, belonging to the rebel Army of
Northel'll Virginia, are applying to me for paroles under Lee's surren·
der. What shall I dot

Respectfully,
F. A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding, etc.
lIon. GIDEON WELLES,

&creta.ry NafJY.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Ap'ril27, 1865.
General Hancock will have orders to parole the men. You need not

trouble them. They are lIot to cross into l\Iaryh~nd. Booth was
kiIled and captured with Hel'old yesterday,3 miles tlouthwest of Port
Royal, Va.

GIDEON \VEJ,LEl:l.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Inigoes, jUd.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 27, 1866.
The special restrictions relative to retaining vessels are r~moved.

Permit them to pails as usual.
G. WELLl<;S,

Secretary of tile Nary.
CommandPI' F. A. PARKER,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, St. Inigoes, .lId.

Order of the Secretary of the NallY to Oommander Parker, U. S. Xal'y,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, to be prepared for surprise by the C. /S.
ram Stonewall.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 28, lSfj5.
SIR: Information 11M been received from the U. S. consul at Tenerifte

to the eft'ect that the rebel ram Stonewall left that place, where she
obtained a supply of coal April!l at {j p. m., and st~amed away rapidly
to the Mouth. lIer destination 1S believed to be some point on our
coast, and every precaution should be taken by you to gual'd against
surprise and to prevent her inflictir,g serious injury should she make
her appeal'ance anywhere within the limits of your command, and tile
best means in your power used to capture or destroy her.

Very respectfully,

Commander FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla, Navy Yard, Washingt01J, D. O.

Order of Oommander Parker, U. S. Na1'Y, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Actin!! Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. S. Nal'Y, com
manding Fi-rst Division, in view of rumored approach of O. S. ram
Stonewall.

u. S. S. DON.
Potomac Flotilla, April 30, iS65.

SIR: Yon will bear in mind that in case the rebel ram Stone/oall
should suceeed in entering the Chesapeake, the duty will devolve upon
the Potoma<l Flotilla of covering the approaches to Washington and
Baltimore, which can only be done at Point Lookout.
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Oommanding U. 8. S. Commodore Read.

F. A. PARKER.
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You will therefore detail your fastest steamer for the purpose of
watching her movements should she appear within the limits of yonr
command, and with the rest of your vessels fall back with all speed to
Point Lookont, being careful to make the signal of danger as soon as
you get within signal distance of the point.

The Stoneu:llil is said to be brig-rigged. Let the vessel off the Wolf
Trap keep a good lookout for her.

Respectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander E. HOOKER,

Oommanding U. S. S. Oommod.ore Read.

Iniltructiom of Oommander Parker, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Potomac
Flotilla, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. 8.
Navy, commanding First Division, regarding continuance of bl.ockade.

u. s. S. DON,
Pot.omac Flotilla, April 30, 1865.

SIX: In reply to your communications of the 27th instant, I have to
inform you that the blockade continues in full force until raised by
oreler of the Navy Department.

I have been informed by the honorable the Secretary of the Navy
that the military authorities will attend to paroling rebel officers and
men and to administering the oath of allegiance, etc.

You will be particularly careful not to allow persons to land or leave
Virginia.

Regulations made by the War Department or by any commanding
general will not be reg-arded by you, unless such regulations are sanc
tioned by the Navy Department.

It will be best to leave the land entirely to the military, and keep
the control of the water in our own hands.

Send Freeborn to relieve Periwinkle at Cherrystone, and tell Captain
Arthur to keep a good lookont for the ram, telegraphing at once to all
points and then running to you if he should see her.

All vessels will have to come to St. Inigoes for coal, as 1 have no coal
schooner to send now.

Respectfully, yours,

[Xnoo-..nt on envelope.]

If an army force should take possession of any point on the Rappa
hannock, vessels will be allowed to pass to the army force upon a cer
tificate of a quartermaster that they have nothing aboard but stores
for the Army.
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&port of Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy, comma'lUling Potomac jj'lotilla,
of receipt of orders.

u. s. S. DON,
Potomac Flot'illa, May 1, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi
cation of the 28th ultimo iu relation to the rebel ram Stollelcall, and in
ohedience to the order contained therein have taken every precaution
to "guard against surprise," etc.

I am, sir, very respectfully, YOID' obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Poto'mac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 1,1865.

Let the Sa8SMUS report to Acting Rear-Admiral Radford at Hampton
Roads.

G. "TELLES,
Secretary of the Nar!l.

Uommander }'. A. PARKER,
Oo'mmanding Potomac Flotilla, Po'int Lookout, Md.

Instructions of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. S.
Naf>!I, cOlllmtlnding First Division Potomac Flotilla, to the command
ing officer of tM U. S. S. l'lwmas Freeborn, regarding the U. S. ram
Stonewall.

u. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virgin'in, .May 1,1865.

Sm: You will proooeed to Cherrystone and relieve U. S. S. Peri·
winkle on that station. You will be very (~arefuland keep a good lookout
for rebel ve8sels reported to be bound to the Chesapeake Bay, and
especially for the rellel mm Stonetcall. Should yon discover the 8tone
1rall or other rebel veHSels, you will at once teleg-rnph to Commander
Parker at St. Inigoes or Point Lookout and stwh other points as may
be deemed proper, and having done so will fall lIack and report to me
for furthet' nrders; if during the night, making the cl'ItabliRhed signals,
and at all times signalizing the enemy in sight.

You will find me at this place or Point Lookout. The Ston61call is
said to be brig-rigged.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
K HOOKER,

Actg. Yolo Lieut. Oomdr" F. 8. N., Oomdg.lst Di1', Potmnac Flotilla.
OOMMANDING OFFICER U. 8. S. FREEBORN.

P. S.-Be particular and not permit any per80118 to paRS you to or
from the Virginia shore.



1<'. A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potmna{: Flotilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant·Commander E. HOOKER,
Oommanding U. 8. 8. Commf'dore Read.
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Order of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Pot.omac FlotiUa,
to Acting Yoluntcer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. 8. Nar.y, emil·
manding First Division, to proC6ed to Point Loo1«Jut, jld.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, May 1, 1865.

SIR: Upon the arrival of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. F. Shank
land with the U. S. S. Banshee, you will turn over to him t1le command
of the Rappa1lannock Rh-er and your department! posting him well
up in reference to his duties, and then you will proceed with tIle Rea.d
with all dispatch to Point Lookout, where you will await further orders
from me.

Uespectfully,

OrrU'1" of Act'ing Volunteer Lieutenant-Oommander Hooker, U. 8. Navy,
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, to the commanding officer
oj tile U. 8. 8. Little Ada, regarding picket duty.

U.S.S.COMMODORE READ,
Off Point Loo1«Jut, Md., May 3, 1866.

SIR: You will pro(',ood to t1le picket line between Smith's Point and
t1le eastern shore and relieve U. S. S. IJelaware on that line, remaining
on that picket until relieved.

You will communicate with and satisfy yourself in regard to the
character of all vessels passing on that line.

You will communieate with the vessel you relieve and obtain from
the commanding officer soch information as you may need as to tbe
manner in wllicb he has been performing these duties under the order
of Commander Parker.

You will show these orders to the officer that you relieve and instruct
him by my order to report to me at Point Lookout.

Very respectfully, your obedient Mervant,
E. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Oomdr., U. 8. N., Oomdg. 1st lJi". Potomoo Flotilla.
COMMANDING OFFIOER U. S. S. LITTLE ADA.

Order of Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant·Oommander Hooker, U. S. Navy,
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, to the commanding officer
o/tlle U. 8. 8. Nansemond, regarding picket duty.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Off Point Lookout, Md., J[a1/3, 1865.

SIR: Yon will proceed to the picket line between Smith's Point and
the ea!~tern shore and relieve U. 8. S. Adela on that line, remaining as
l)icket until relieved.

You will communicate with and satisfy yoorself in regard to the
character of all vessels passing on that line. You will commonicate
with the ves~el you relieve and obtain from the commanding officer snch
information as you may need as to the manuel' in whieh he has been
performing these dnties under the order of Commander Parker.



G. WELLES,
Secretary oj" tlte Nal'Y.
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You will show these orders to the officer that JOu relieve, and instruct
him by my orl]t>r to report to me at Point Lookout.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. HOOKER,

Act!!. Vol. Lieut. Comdr., U. S. N., Comd!!. 1st Dil'.Potomac Flotilla.
COMMANDING OFFICER U. S. S. NANSEMOND.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commandet' Parker, U. 8. Navy,
commanding Potomac Flotilla, for the reduction of tile force under h-is
command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 3,1865.

SIR: Circumstances will admit now of the reduction of your flotilla
to oue·half of its preseut nnmber of vessels. You will accordingly
select such as may promise to be most useful for service within the
limits of your command and send the residue to Washington. Com·
modore Montgomery has been instructed to put repairs on those only
that you lIlay retain. Advise him of your selection and send a list of
them to the Depal'tment. It is important to exercise economy in every
branch of the flotilla, especially in the use of the fuel. The vessels
should be under steam ollly when necessary.

Very respectful\~',etc.,

Commander F. A. P ARKlm,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Wasltington.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Na-vy, Commanding Potomac Flotilla,
designating t'('8sels to be relieved from duty in the Potomac.

U. S. S. DON,_
Potomac Flotilla, May 5, 1865.

SIR: In obedience to yoor order of the 3d instant, I shall semI imme
diately to the U. S. navy yard, Washington, the following vessels, viz:
AnacosUa, Creur de Lion, Casco, and Chimo, ironclads; Crusader, Cactus,
Commodore Barney, Dragon, Freeborn, General Putnam, Jacob Bell,
I. N. Seymour, Mystic, _Morse, Mercury, Teaser, Resolute, Western World,
Yankee, Zeta, Juniper, Adolph Hugel, and William Bacon schooners.

And will retain the following, viz: Adela, Bans/we, Currituck, Com
modore Read, J)on, Delau:are, Ella, Fuohsia, Heliotrope, Little Ada,
1l10ccasin, Nansemond, Primrose, Periwinkle, picket launch No.4, picket
launch ~Yo. 6, Rescue, ~~tepping Stones, rerbena, lVyaltdank, 8toreship.

I ha.ve the houor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla
lion. GIDEON WELLES,

Scc'Tetary of the Navy, Wasltington, lJ. C.

l Endorsement.]

Commander Parker has been notified verbally not to send them np
ontil after we hear of the ljtonetcall.

As fast as they come up, dismantle and sell.
[G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of tlte Na1·Y.]
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Order of tJ~ &<-retary of tl.e XafJY to OOflltRat&der Parker, C S. Na~,
cOllltllanding l'otomac FwtiUa, rega"di"f/ limits of oommaad.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 11, 18fJ5.
SIR: Vou wiH withdraw an,Y vessels that you may have on service

north of Baltimore, alii) the nortbern limits of yonr command will not
extend beyond lIor include the Patapsco Hiver.

Very respectfully, etc..,
G. WELLES,

Secretary of tile ...Vary_
(;omwander I~OXHA.LLA. P ABKER,

OOflunanding Potomac Flotilla, Wa"kington.

[Telegt'lUD.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 12, 1865.

Give orders to Jla&~ aU vessels llrovided with regular custom-house
clearauccs. General Orders, No. 53, sent to you at Washingtou, will
advise you fully on this tlllbject.

G. WELLES,
Secretary of the Nar.y.

CODlmander F. A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla, St. I'Aigoes, .lId.

General Orders of the Secretary of tke Navy regardir&g tke~t of
'I.'l'sselJl, transmitting ExecutifJe order relatifJe to the rairing of tile block
ade of Southerll States.

GENERAL ORDERS, } NAVY DEPARTMENT,
No. 53. llfay 10, 1Ht:i5.

The annexed Executive order is published for the information of
officers of the Navy. The entrauce of vessels into ports within the
desig-nated territory willuot be interrupted or iuterfered with when the
same are provided with :. regular United States custom-house clea.l'
a:)(~l', aUlI tbere is no reaaouable ground for suspicion that they have
contraband of war on board.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the ~Nar!l.

[EnolOllure.]

Eztcutil.., 0f'Ikr.

EXEOU1'IVE CHA.MBER,
Washington, April 29, 1865.

Being desirous to relieve all loyal citizens and well.disposed persons
residing in iusurrectionary ~tates from unnecessarycommercinl restric
tions, alld to encourage them to return to peaceful pursuits, it is hereby
ordered:

I. That all restrictions IlPOII iuternal, domestic, sud coastwitre com
mercial iuterconrse be discontinued in such parts of the States of
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Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina, South ()arolina, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama, Missi8siPI,i, and so much of Lo~isiana as lies east of the
Mississippi River as shall be embraced within the lines of national mili
tary occupation, excepting only such restrictions as are impo8ed by acts
of Congre8s and regulations in pursuance thereof prescribed by the
Secretary of the Treasury and approved by the President, and except
ing also from the effect of this order the following articles contraband
of war, to wit: Arms, ammunition, all articles frolU which ammunition
is manufactured, gray uniforms and cloth, locomotives, cars, railroad
iron, and machinery for operating railroads, telegraph wires, insulators,
and instruments for operating telegraphic lines.

II. All existing military and naval orders in any manner restricting
internal, domestic, and coastwise commercial intercourse and trade with
or in the localities above naIlled be, and the same are hereby, revoked;
and that no military or naval officer, in any manner, interrupt or inter
fere with the same, or with any boats or other vessels engaged therein,
under proper authority, pursuant to the regulations of the /Secretary of
the Treasury.

ANDREW JOHNSON.

Report of Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. S. Navy,
cumma.nding }f'irst Division Potomac Flotilla, of asllistalwe rendered to
the ship Old Dominion, of Richmond, and schooner James JlcGee.

u. S. S. ()OMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Yirginia, Jfay 13, 1865.

. SIR: I have to report that on the 12th instan t, after leaving Point
Lookout for this river, off /Smith's Point I fell in with a large ship with
her ensign set union down.. On communicating with her I found her
to he the Old Dominion, of Richmond, from Baltimore, outward bound,
and that It part of her crew had taken the boat and deserted. 'L'he
captain asked for men, but finding that she had some passengers on
board who, with the remainder of the crew, numoored ten or twelve
men, I declined to furnish him meu, but advised him to make sail aud
go to Hampton Roads, to whieh place he had a fair wind. This he did.

I soon after discovered a schooner in distress, which proved to be the
Ja.mes McGee, of Philadelphia, loaded with ordnance stores, leaking
very badly, and the crew worn out with pumping. I put Mate A. Kirk
and six men on board of bel' to assist ill pumping, and on my arrival
at this place sent lhe Ban~hec to her assistance. The schooner arrived
at Point Lookout on Saturday, the 13th instant. My officer and men
have been returned to me. The schooner was one of a tow of two
schooners and a barge. The tug which had them was at Point Look·
out all safe, and Htated tlUtt after the schooners broke adrift he held on
to the barge until she sank oft· Smith's Point. The other schooner had
not been heard from.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr., U. 8. N., C01Ildg. 1st Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
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[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON, May 13, 1865.

Pass all vessels provided with regular custom·house clearances and
send this telegram without delay to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Hooker, off the Uappahannock, for his guidance. Answer.

F. A. PARKER,
Oommanding Pot<Ytnac Flotilla.

SENIOR OFFICER.

Report 0/ Acting Volunteer Lieutenant·Oommander Hooker, U. 8. Navy,
cOlllmand'ing Firllt Division Pot01t~ac F [otilla, requestinginstr!lCtions
about vessels leaving the Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, May 14, lS/i5.

SIR: Your telegram respecting passing vessels is received.
I would respectfully ask instructions about vessels leaving these

waters. They are all cleared to come out here, but nothing is said
about returning. If in ballast this would not amount to much, but the
most of them expect to get cargoes of some kind back again-cotton,
tobacco, corn, meats, oysters, etc.-and there are no custom· houses or
officers in this region to clear them. .

Many persons, too, wish to go North in the vessels on busin~ss, etc.,
but none of the people in this regiou have taken the oath of allegiance
yet, nor are there provost guards about here that I can hear of.

Will you oblige me with instructions on these points at as early a
date as possible'

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. HOOKER,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Oomdr., U.8. N., Oomdg. 1st Div. Potomac Flotilla.

Commander F . .A.. PARKER, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Potomac F loUlla.

Report 0/ Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding withdrawal o/vessels.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, May 15, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your colllIDuni·
cation of the 11th iustant, and in accordance therewith have withdrawn
all the vesBels of this flotilla which were stationed llorth of the Patapsco
River.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Pot<Ytnac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Order of Oommander Parker, U. 8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, IT. S. NallY, com
manding First D-ivision, restricting movemtnt8 of 1lessels to and frMn
foreign port8.

u. s. S. DON,
Potomac Flotill.a, May 17, 1865.

Sm: Vessels can pass out with produce upon a pa.CI!~ from the milita.ry
commandant at the place they clear from if there be no custom-htmse
there: provided they are bound to some port in Maryland having a
custom-house. You will then g'ive them a pa~s, stating that they are
snbject to such taxes as the Government may impose.

If bound to any port in the United States ontside of the capes, they
must proceed to Norfolk, and clear at the custom·house there.

No vessel cnn enter Virg'inia from a foreign port or clear for a foreign
port from Virginia.

Let your passes state fully what conditions vessels are subject to in
accordance wi th the above.

Passengers can not be allowed to enter or leave Virginia without
ll3ving taken the oath of allegiance and having in their possession a
pass from the general commanding or provost-marshal of department
they come from.

I am, respectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Oommander, Oommanding Potomac FlOtilla.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant·Commander E. HOOKER,
Oommanding U. S. R. Oommodore Read.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 18, 1865.
Let the Mahopac drop down to Fort Foote, IMd.], and anchor all

ready for action j also for going to sea, if necessary.
G. WELLEH,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore J. B. MONTGOl'rIERY,

Commandant Navy Yard, Washington.

Order of commandant Nat'!1 Ya.rd, Washington, to Lieutenant Day, U.8
Na'z,y, commanding U. S. S. Saugus.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD.
Washington, May 20, 1865.

SIR: Drop down to Fort Foote with the Sa.ugus, under your com·
mand,and anchor, all ready for action j also for going to sea, if nooelJsary•

.Ref\POOtflllly, your obedient servant,
J. B. MONTGOMERY,

Oommandant.
Lieutenant B. F. DAY,

Commanding U. S. S. Saugtls.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Oomma1tder Hooker, U. 8. Nat1Y,
commanding First Division Potomac Flotilla, regarding passu for
'Vusels.

u. s. S. COMMODORE READ,
Rappahannock River, Virginia, May 21,1865.

Sm: Your instructions of May 17 are received. I have not yet had
occasion to pass any vessels out except one or two with small lots of
oysters, to wbkh I ~ave passes, 8.8 I did last spring. There are, how
ever, two or three vessels loading wood, staves, etc., which will proba
bly be along in a few days. I believe also that there are some vessels
loading small lots of tobaceo, etc.

I enclose a copy of a form of pass which I propose (with your appro
bation) to give them. There are no military commanders that I know
of about here except at Yorktown, Richmond, and Fredericksburg, so
that probably none of the vessels will have military permission to
leave.

So, too, about passengers. If they have any, they will not have taken
the oath of' allegiance, as there is no one about here to administer it.

If I should be permitted to pass vessels to a port of entry and admin
ister the oath to persons who have not taken it and forward them to
ROme provost.marshal until the arrival of the military authorities (on
whom of course the business of oaths, etc., would then devolve) it
would, I think, save much trouble and expense to the vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. HOOKER,

Acfg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr., U. S. N., Oomdg. 1st Div. Potomac Flotilla.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

[Telegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 26,1865.
Send the Saugus and the two torpedo boats to the Washiug'ton navy

yard.
G. V. Fox,

Acting Secretary of the Navy.
COJpmullder F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Fl~tilla, St. Inigoes, Md.

[Telegram.)

WASHINGTON NAVY YARD, May 27, 1865.
(Re<~eived at Washington 11: 45 a. m.)

Telegrnm received. Will send Saugus and torpedo boats to this navy
yard without (lelay.

Hespectfully,
F. A. PARKER,

Oommander.
G. V. Fox,

Asmttrnt Secretary Navy.



G. V. Fox,
A.cting Secretary Navy.

G. V. Fox,
Acting Secretary Navy.
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[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Jlfay 27,1865.
Withdraw guard boats at Point Lookout and Alexandria and send

them to Washington. .

Commander F. A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Fwtilla, St. Inigoes, Md.

Order of Commander Parker, U.8. Na,vy, commanding Potomac Fwtilla,
to commanding officer U. S. S. Commodore llead, regarding that vessel.

U. S. S. DOlll,
-Potomac Fwtilla, May 27, 1865.

SIR: Agreeably to an order of the Navy Department, you will repair
forthwith with your vessel to the navy yard, Washington, and report
to Commodore J. B. Montgomery, commandant U. S.navy yard, Wash·
ington, to be put out of commission.

You will return your flotilla steam·signal book to me upon your
arrival at Washington.

Respectfully, yours,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
CO)lMAlIlDlNG OFFIOER U. S. S. UOKMODORE READ.

Order of the A.ssistar.t Secretary of the Navy to Commander Parker, U. 8.
Navy, commanding Potomac Fwtilla, for the further reduction of the
force under his command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 31,1865.
SIR: Reduce the Potomac Flotilla to eight vessels, not including the

dispatch boat Ella and a storeship, and send a list of the eight to the
Department. Turn over, after consultation with Uommodore Mont·
gomery, two of the best tugboats for service at the yard. 'fhe surplus
vessels of the flotilla will be sent to the yard to be disposed of as the
Department may direct.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Oommander F. A. PARKER,
Commanding Potomac Flotilla., Washington.

Report of C01ml~anderParker, U .8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
designating the vessels retained for duty in the Potnmac River.

U. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, May 31,1865.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the vessels
which I shall retain are the DOlt, Nansemond, Delaware, Currituck,
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FucllSia, Adela, MCJCCafln, Periwinkle, storeahip lVyaftdaJlk, dispatch
boat Ella.

The vessels already sent to the yard are the Antu:ostia, Crear de LiOfl,
Chimo and Casco (ironclads), Crusader, Cactus, Commodore BaNIt!J,
Dragon, Gent:ral Putnam, Jaoob Bell, 1. N. Seymour, Jfysti<-, ]forst,
Resolute, TeWler, Western World, Yankee, Zeta, Juniper, Adolph HMgel
(Kchooner), Watch, BaflShee, Commodore Read, Freeborn, Primrme,
Rescue.

To which will be added in a. few days the Jfercu.ry, William Baco,.,
Heliotrope, l"erbena, Stepping Stones, Little Ada.

Commodore Montgomery agrees with me that the Primrose and Resellt
(propeller tugs) will be the best vessels to retain for service at the navy
yard.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Comm~nder, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

.ltssi8tant Secretary of Navy, WWlhington, D. C.

[Eodol'llement.]

Notify commandant that the R8seue and Primrose will be attached to
the yard, one only at a time to be kept running, to be fitted in the plain
est and cheapest manner. Such persons as are necessary to run the
vessel to be borne on the books of the yard a8 part of the yard force;
none of them will be ottkers of the Navy. Enquire, and report to the
Department the number of persons and the wage.'5 which will be required
to rUIl the vessel.

Land stores, etc., from all other vessels and sell them.
[G. V. FOLJ

Letterfrom Oommander Parker, U. S. Na~y, commanding PotomM Flo
tilllt, to the Secretary of the Navy, commending Acting Volunttw
Lieutenant-Commander Hooker, U. S. Navy,/or fidelity in serPice.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomac Flotilla, June 7, 180'5.

SIR: Acting Volunteer I~ieutenant-Comma.nderHooker having ~n
detached from this flotilla, it gives me pleasure to state to the Depart·
meut that during the seventeen months he has served under my com
mand he has performed his duty as a divisional commander otT the
Uappahannock with zeal and fidelity.

I part with Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Booker with
regret, and l'e8pectfully beg to recommend him to the Department as an
officer of merit.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Order of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, to Acting lIltUteJ· Street, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia.

u. S. S. DON,
WtUhington Navy Yard, Jttne 12,1865.

Sm: You will proceed without delay to St. Ini~oes Cl'eek, Maryland,
allli report to Lieutenant-Commander J. C. ChapHn for duty.

Very retlpectfully, e.tc.,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Command-ing Potomac Flotilla.
Acting Master W. T. STREET,

Commanding U. S. S. Fuchsia.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Eldridge, U. S. Nat~y, command
ing U. S. S. Delaware, of expedition to Potomac Creek -in search of
buried torpedoes.

u. S. S. DELAWARE,
Potomac Flotilln, July 13, 1865.

Sm: In obedience to your order, I proceeded to Potomac Creek in
search of' two torpedoes reported to have been buried near a house
situated about a mile distant from the river.

After some difficulty I learned where they were concealed and dug
tllem out without accident.

The following is a description of the torpedoes and appurtenances:
The body of the torpedo is made of sheet copper, with a concave

head, and pointed at the lower end somewhat in the shape of a nun
buoy, about 2 feet 6 inches in length, and sufficiently large to hold 80
pounds of powder. In the head are fixed five tubes, with percussion
primers. At the lower end is a BOCket, by means of which the torpedo
is attached to its anchor. The anchor is of the kind usually known as
mushroom anchor, globular at the top and flat underneath. It has a
hole in its center about 5 inches in diameter, across which is fixed an
iron bar having an eyebolt in its center, by which means the torpedo itl
attached.

The fuse consists of a paper case filled with percussion and powder
Inserted in a metal tube, and covered by a perculolsion wafer which pro·
jects through the upper end of the tube and covers its head.

This tube is secured in another larger tube (similar to the metal stock
used for our navy fuse) by R sllIallscrew through the latter, and work·
ing in a groove made for the purpose in the former. The percussion
wafer and fuse attached are protected from the water by a copper cap,
that covers the entire head of the larger tuoe, of the thickness ordinarily
utled for percussion caps.

For safety in transportjng, a safety cap of composition metal, of suffi·
dent thickness to resist a moderate blow, is placed over tlle head of the
fuse and secured on oue side by a. small thumbscrew.

I have the lionor to be, sir, very resp(',ctfolly, your obedient servant,
J. H. ELDRIDGE,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.
Commander F. A. PARKER, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
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[Endorsement.]

u. S. S. DON, July 14, 1865.
Respectfully forwarded to the Navy Department, with the remark

that the torpedoes have been sent to the ordna.nce yard at Washington.
The information which led to the discovery of these torpedoes is con·

ta.ined in two communications, enclosed herewith, and marked A and
B, recently received from Beverly Kennon, formerly a lieutenant in our
~avy.

F. A. PARKER,
Oommander, Oommanding Potomac Flotilla.

BUREAU OF ORDNANCE, Jttly 19, 1865.
Received and contents noted.

IEncl081ll'tl A..]

Two torpedoes, holding 80 pounds, sensitive tobes, torpedoes capped,
safety tubes on the caps, buried ou the roadside; tbe torpedoes are
buried in her yard near her stable. A wicker fence is near at hand (say,
[j yards). Her bouse is situated 011 the roadside, about 1 mile from the
mouth of Potomac Creek. Unless these torpedoes are removed some
innocent body may 8ufler.

BEVERLY KENNON,
(Jot1lmander, O. S. Na"'Y.

[Enclosure B.]

On the property is a woman, with five children; her oldest SOIl is a
boy, say, Hi years old, who will show you where these things are. They
are buried on the roadside, say, 1 mile or less from eastern mouth of
Potomac Creek. When you call there, the older boy will plead igno
rance. Tell him that I say he must show you, and he will do so.

BEVERLY KENNON,
Late Lieutenant [C. s. NMy J.

Order of the Secretary of tlte Navy to Oommander Parker, U. S. Navy,
commanding Potomac Fl()tilla, regarding 10harf at St. Inigoes, a,nd the
disbanding of the Potomac Flotilla on July 31, 1865.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 18,1865.
SIR: Sell the wharf at St. Inigoes for as much as you can, but not

less than 33 per cent below its cost. If yon can not so dil'lpose of it,
remove it to the W ashin~ton navy yard.

Send a couple of vessels, with necessary men and officers, to Balti
more, to bring the Keystone State and John L. Locktcood to \Vashin~ton.

On the 31st of this month lay up the Potomac Flotilla, with the
exception of the Don, sending the ves8els to the Washington navy
yard.

Very respectfully, etc.,
G. WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commander F. A. PARKER,

Commanding Potomac Flotilla, Washington.
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Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, commanding Potomac Fwtilla,
regarding the disposition of boats seized in Patuxent Ril'c-r.

u. S. S. DON,
Potomao Flotilla, July 31, 1865.

SIR: In reply to your communication" of the :!8th instant, I ha}:e the
honor to make to the Department the following statement:

After the llssassinatioll of the late lamented President, a number of
boats were seized in the Patuxent Hiver, some of which were destroyed
and others carried to naval depot at St. Inigoes. For each of these
some six claimants appeared, aU swearing to theil' property, but not one
willillg to take an oath thnt he had been loyal during the rebellion.
Among the llumbel' came Mr, Ezekiel Daniels, representing himself as
an agent fOl' colored people, who he said bad lost their boats. He was
told that if colored men came and identified their property, it wonld be
returned to them. No colored men appeared, but Mr. Da.niels brought
with him to the depot l\ number of white men not willing to take the
prescribed oath, one of whose number claimed as his It boat seized very
many months ago in the Potomac River in the act of running the block
ade. Hnder these circumstances I directed that tbe boats sbould be
distributed among officers, seamen, and pilots who had served faith
fully during the rebellion, and to some contrabands who had acted as
guidtlB. These were of course given, not sold, antI as I did not reserve
a sillgle one of them for myself, Mr. Daniels was misinformed in relation
to the boat which he saw at the Washington navy yard.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obellient servant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Commander Parker, U.8. Navy, commanding Potomac Flotilla,
regarding the disposition of't'essels of the jiotilla.

U. So S, DON,
Potomac Flotilla, .July.']l, 186/;.

SIR: In reply to your commnnications of the 18th and 19th instant,
I have tbe bonor to inform the Department that the Wyantlank was
y~8terday sent to Norfolk in tow of the Moccasin, carryin~with her the
patients seut from the naval hospital at Wasbington. 'fhe Mocca.sin is
directed to return from Norfolk to WashingtoJl to be put out of com
mission. The other vessels of the flotilla., with the exception of tbe
Don, have tbis day been laid up, as directed, at tbe Washington
yard. The Keystone 8tate and .J. L. Lockwood were towed to "Washing
ton on the 27th instant. On the 28th instant I sold the naval property
at St. Inigoes to Dr. C. M.•Jones for $400, which was tbe best sale I
could makt~ of it. The money was paid to Paymaster J. N. Carpenter.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
l"OXHALL A. PARKER,

Commander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES,

Rrcretary of tlte Kavy.
N W R-VOL 5--:37
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General order of Oommander Parker, U. 8. Nal'Y, oommmwing Potomac
Flotilla, to the officers and men of his command on the di$band'ing of
the flotilla.

GENERAL ORDER.] U. S. S. DON, Jllly 31, lR65.
The war for the preservation of American liberty being at an end,

tIle Potomac Flotilla, which took its rise with it and grew with its
growth until it had become a fleet rather than a flotilla, this day happily
ceases to exist.

In taking leave of those with whom I have been so long associated,
my heart is tilled with varied emotions-with sorrow at parting, glad
ness that our beloved country no longer has need of DI~, and pride,
just pride, that when I reflect upon the past and remember the taking
np of the torpedoes from the Rappahannock with the destruction or
capture of the whole rebel force engaged in placing them there, thereby
making Fredericksburg u secure base of supplies for General Graut's
vast army, the burning of the sr.hooners at Mattox Oreek under the
severe musketry til'e of the enemy, and the almost daily expeditions up
the rIvers, in the creekil, and through the marshes of the northern neck
of Vil'ginia-all requiring skill and nerve-I can trnly say "the Puto
mac :Flotilla has not been nnmindful of the traditional honor und glory
of the Navy."

Your services, however eclipsed by the daring deeds of your more
fortunate comrades in arms on other stations, have, equally with theirs,
contributed to the snppression of the rebellion, and in discipline, in
drill, in all the requirements in short of an organized force. I have not,
in the course of a naval experience of twenty-eight years, served in a
squadron which exceiled the one which for the last nineteen months it
has been my good fortune to command.

To those of you who are about to return to civil life I would Ray:
Render the same cheerful obedience to the civil that you have rendered
to Ilavallaw; cast yonr votes, as good citizens, regularly and quietly at
the )lolls, so keeping your hearts" with malice toward none, with charity
for all," that after each Presidential election, whether it b~ with or
against you, you may be enabled to respond heartily to our old uavy
toast: "The President of tho United States, God bless him."

And now may God be with you all. Farewell,
FOXIIALI~ A. PARKER,

Oommander, Commanding Potomac Flotilla.

OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE POTOMAC FLOTILLA.

CON'"F"EDERATE REP()RTS AND CORRESPONDENCE.

Letter from the Seeretary of the Navy of the Oonfederate Statell to the
Secretary of War of tlw Confederate StateR, transmitting report of I,iNt
tenant Lelris, O. I:J. Navy, relative to placing obstructi01ls in Rappahan
nock River.

NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Richmond, April 6, 1862.

SIR: I llave the honor to enclose herewith copy of a report ma.de to
me by Lieutenant Oommanding H. H. Lewis, in charge of the steamer
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Rappahannock, which vessel is actively cooperating with the Army, from
which you will observe that he has, upon the request of General Holmes,
prepared four vessels, loading them with stone, to obstruct the Rappa
hanuock River.

Lieutenant Lewis informs me that several other vessels might be
similarly prepared, uud I suggest that he be authorized to take sucll of
them as he may deem best and get them ready for the purpose.

I am, rel:!pectfully, your obedient servant,
S. It. MALLORY,

Secretary of the Navy.
Hon. GEORGE W. RANDOLPH,

Secretary of War.

[Encloaure.]

C. S. S. RAPPAHANNOCK,
Fredericksburg, April 3, 1862.

SIR: In obedience to instructions from you, I llave afforded every
assil:!tance in my power to Captain Rootes iu getting up timber for gun
boats to this place, as wcll as the commissary in towing up boats loaded
with g-rain and supplies on the Rappahannock River.

:\lajor·Ceneral Gustavus W. Smith called upon me on the 27th of
March, to aid him in dismantling Fort Lowry and removing the guns
and public property from that place to Fredericksburg, with which I
promptly complied, and saved five out of eight guns.

I regret to state that l' lighter was taken in tow by the steamer Yir·
u'inia while I was absent, by which we lost three fine guns, the lighter
huviug been run under by great carelessness.

Farly ill March, Major·General Bolmes requested me to prepare some
vessels as obstructions for the Rappahannock River, and I have now
fOUl· ready, loaded with stones, and anchored 6 miles below this place.
They will effectually block up the channel at the point where they are,
bnt at a point lower down the rivel' can be as well obstructed and well
dettmded by riflemen from the high banks. I think if this point was
denmded the vessels had best be placed there. One or two would then
be required to fill up the channel.

I would call your attention to a Baltimore schooner, recently arrived
from that place with an assorted cargo, owned by MesRrs. Dubbin and
Pennymau, who came over in her. I directed them to report to.the
Secretary of the Treasury, which they did, and a custom-house officer
Wll~ placed 011 board. I should be pleased to know if this vessel has
authority to leave our waters, as she is still in the river, and some
doubts have arisen as to the reliability of the master of her.

I have the pleasure to inform you that this ve~se] hus been most use- 
fully employed in her various duties, and every facility given me by the
oflicerl'! of the Army in prosecuting them.

I have the houor to be, very respectfully,
H. H. LEWIS,

Lieutenant Oommanding, C. S. Nal'Y.

Hon. S. R. MALLORY,
&cretary of the Navy, Richmond, Va.
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Abstracts of log booTes of United States vessels· which sert'ed in the Potomac
and Rappahannock rivers during the period from December 7, 1861, to
July 31, 1865.

AbstrllCt log of the 11. S. 8. Anaoostia, september 29, 1862, to April 8, 1863.

Septemb["Y :!.'J, 18f.i2.-Lying at the navy yard, Washington, D. C.
December 4.-At 4 p. m. the enemy opened fire, allll we immediately

weighed anchor and responded to their fire and continued firing until
dark. Vessel was not I'truck, all the shot passing over with one excep
tion, which fell alongside. In coming down the river (Rappahannock)
was opened on by the enemy from Pratt's Bluff, but passed uninjured.
At 5:30 anchored about 3 miles below Port Royal, Va.

December 10.-At 3 p. m. enemy opened fire on U. S. S. Currituck,
coming up the river. At 3: 15 the enemy opened fire upon the fleet.
Responded immediately with !I·inch shell gun and 50·pound rifle. At
4: 45 ceased firing, 1I0t having been struck.

December 11.-At 6:30 a. m. went a short distance down the river and
opened .re on the rebels, thll enemy 1I0t returning our fire. From 8 a. Ill.

to 12 all hands at quarters during the watch, firing occasionally un the
enemy, they not returning our fire.

January 2, lSfi8.-At 3 p. m. tired several shell at a schooner which
the rebels had set on fire.

February 11.-At9 :30 a. m. saw a canoe; chased her. Fired 50-pound
rifle three times. Chased her into Carter's Creek, where we came to
anchor. At 11 sccond cutter started in pursuit. Failing' to cat<~h her,
at 2 p. m. rcturned.

February 25.-At 9: 30 a. m. got underway and steamed up Happa
hannock River; fired three rounds with 8·inch shell gun and 50-pound
rifle at Grey's Point.

Abstract log of the U. 8. 8. Cmur de LiOD, Deoember 16, 1881, to hDe 2, 1866.

December 15,1861.-At 12 m. U. S. S. Anacostia proceeded do" n
[Potomac River] under Cockpit l:>oint and opened fire upon a battery
Just opened, the battery returning the fire, but doing no damage. At 1
p. m. steamer Anacostia steamed down abreast of battery. At 2: 15
opened fire on battery again at intervals of thirty minutes; after firing
4 shots the battery returned it, the Anlwost'ut firing 7 shots, the battery
5. .Fla~ship signaled to cease tiring.

Decembet· 16.-At 12: 15 a. m. the batteries from Shipping Point
opened fire upon us. One shell passed directly over us, bursting 10
yards on starboard beam. Two shots burst 20 feet on starboard quarter;
six others fell short and ill our wake. Fired two shots from quarter goun.

December 17.-At 10: 30 a. m. heavy firing above. 11 a. m. firing
from Shipping Point battery. At 10: 15 p. m. one shot fired from Ship
ping Point battery.

December 18.-At 6 p. m. firin~ from Shipping Point battery at pass
ing vessels. At 8 p. m. two shots fired at Shipping Point.

December 19.-At 11: 30 p. m. firing from Shipping Point battery.
December 20.-A t 12: 30 p. m. heav;y firing at Shipping Point battery

on passing vessels. At 2, one 8l'hooner came down; several shuts fired
at her; no damage.

* Where ....CSBe1S are mentiOlH'd in the precf'llillg text and no abstract log appears
in this volnme, it is either becanse the log books have not bllen fonnd, or the
incident8 mentionl'd in them are not of 8ufficient importance to justify their
pnblication.-CoMPILER8.
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January 8, t862.-Got underway and steamed down to the mouth of
Machodoc Creek, and threw several shells on shore.

December 4.-At 7 a. m. discovered a number of soldiers in a ritle pit
opposite where we were anchored. All hands were called to quarters,
and we fired three guns at them, and then steamed down the river.
At 4: 15 p. m. were fired at by a battery a little below the town [of Port
Royal, Va. I. Stood toward the battery, all the time answering the fire.
TIle fleet all answered for about an hour, and then steamed down the
river and anchored about 5 miles below. We received no damage, not
beiug struck by anything heavier than musket balls. .

J)ecember to.-At 3 p. m. the rebels open a battery on the fleet. The
fire is returned.

December 11.-At 7: 30 a. m. the fleet open fire on the enemy.
December 21.-Saw a large flatboat crossing the [Rappahannock]

River; fired a shot across her bows and brought her alongRide. Saw
another flatboat on the shore. Sent boats and brought her oft~ she
having a wagon loaded with oysters, poultry, salt, and dried apples.
Captured goods were all appropriated for ship's use and boats and
wagons destroyed.

.May 9, 1863.-At navy yard, Washington.
May 22.-Repail's completed. At 4 p. m. proceeded down the

Potomac.
May 23.-At 9: 40 a. m. made out a schooner on fire. Proved to be

the Oaroline Anderson, Captain Doughty, bound to Alexandria, loaded
with hay and oats. We went alongside and endeavored to save htl', but
could not. Took a great deal of her stores, also the captain aud crew,
and hauled oft'; fired Hi shell to scuttle her.

.May 27.-At 10 a. m. prol'eeded np the Yeocomico River in search of
some schooners reported as being there. At 1~: 05 p. m. came to anchor
at the mouth of the Yeocomico River; the captain went on shore to
obtain information. At 12: 45 the captain returned. At 1 the steamer
Em'eka took in tow our gig and cutter, accompanied by Captain Morris,
and proceeded up the river. At 7 p. m. they returned, after burning
the schooners Charity, Gazelle, and Flight. Got underway and pro
ceeded to Piney Point.

May 28.-A t 12: 30 p. m. our boats went ashore for grain, and took
oft' aboul. 100 bushels. At 3: 30 all llands returned on board, also Mr.
Snyder (a Union man). At 5 Rent two boats ashore on the Virginia
shore. At 8 the boats returned with :lO bagl\ of COl'll •

•Tune 10.-At 7: 30 p. m. got underway and proceeded to Coan HiveI'
in search of a sloop supposed to have run the blockade, At 9: 20 came
to anchor in the mouth of Coan River.

•June It.-At 4- a. m. sent two boats armed and manned up the river
in search of the vessel supposed to be in it. At 8:15 cutter returned.
At 10 gig returned after firing two schooners named Sarah Margaret
and Odd Fellow, both of Yeocomico River.

June 28.-At 11 a. Ill. made a small sail coming out of Coan HiveI';
gave chase, overhauled, and the captain took her in tow and proceeded
to Coan River. At 1: 30 }'l. m. anchored at Point Lookout. At 7 p. m.
got underway and cha!'led a canoe that came out of Smith's Creek
lMaryland J; proved to belong to the hospital at Point Lookout.

A ugllSt 22.-At 6 a. m. a boat was discovered pulling toward the Vir
gilda shore; fired a shell from 12-pounder rifle, and brought her to and
captured two men of Washington attempting to run the blockade to
Richmond.
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October to.-At 6: 15 p. m. off Pope's Oreek; turned down river; sent
gig out on guard duty in charge of Acting Ensign Watson. At 10: 15
gig returned, having captured a boat and two trunks off Pope's Creek.

October H.-At 8: 30 a. m. got underwaya,nd proceeded up the river;
fired 3 rounds from 30·pounrlel' and 3 rounds shrapnel shell frolll 12
pounder llOwitzer at rebel cavalry. At 10 anchored off Pope's Creek.

April 3, 1864.-Navy yard, Washington D. C.
!tfay 15.-Proceederl into Potomac Creek and anchored. At (l p. m.

firell ~ rounds of percussion shell at some rebel spies on tllC opposite
side of the creek.

A[ay 27.-At 8:30 a. m. 1 boat from our ship and 1 from the TeaRer
went on an expedition to a house occupied by some rebels on the island
opposite the wharf at Aquia Creek. At 12 the steamer OOllllllbuR came
alon~8ide; at same time boats returned from the expedition. At 3
p. m. expended 2 percussion shell from the 30-pounder Parrott at 8Om~
rebel scouts 011 the opposite side of the creek. From 4 to 8 p. m.
expenrll1d 5 slnapnel shell from light 1~-pounder howitzer, at a house
oontailling gnerrillas below Aquia Oreek.

May .'l1.-From 4 to 6 p. m. Running down the river shelling' the
ban]O'! to clear tllem of guerrillas. Expended during the afternoon 32
shell from 30-pouuder Parrott, ]8 shrapnel and 2 ('anister from ]2
pounder light howitzer, 35 shell from 12-pounder rifle, and 200 rounds
of rifle ammunition. At 9 came to anchor in the Rappahannock River.

June 2.-At 6:30 p. m. arrived and anchored in St. Clement's Bay,
[Maryland]. At 7:40 sent armed boat to cruiRe in charge of Acting
Master's Mate F. Heed. At 8: 40 heard firing on shore in the direction
of our boat. Acting Ensign Woods took charge of an armed boat and
went to the assistance of the boat in charge of Acting Master's Mate
Reed, whose boat returned at 10, having been fired into from the shore.
One rifle was damag('d by a shot in the breech. At 10: 45 the boat in
charge of Acting Ensign "'.oods returned.

•lU1U' 18.-At 10:30 p. m. spoke the Primrose off Aquia Creek and
found the wharf on fire. At 11 anchored near the wharf and fired 2
shell from aO-ponnller Parrott and a shell from ]2·pounder rifle llOwit
zer; landed 2 armed boats to recollnoiter.

June 21.-At 9: ao a. m. proreeded to Potomac Creek, fired fj rounds
from the 12-pounder Parrott llnd 4 rounds from the 12-pounder rifle at
a honse upon the hill supposed to contain guerrillas; returned to the
Maryland shore and anchored.

June 2:!.-A t 8: 30 a. m. ran over to Aquia Creek and landed a fire
party to extinguish the fire on the wharf.

October 27.-Proceeding down the Potomac HiveI'. At 8 a. m. got
underway and made fast to the stern of tlle Freeborn. At 9::ro went
to quarters and shelled the enemy. Expended 6 shell frolll 3O·pounder
Parrott, 6 shell and 2 canister from lig'ht 12-poullrler howitzer, 7 shell
from forward heavy 12·pouuder howitzer. At 6: 20 p. m. anchored off
Tole's Point.

December 1(i.-Cruisin~ up Coan and Yeoromioo rivers. At6~ '30 a. m.
proceeded np 1'eooomico Hiver. At 7: 15 anchored in Lodge Greek and
sent an armed boat ashore. .From 8 a. m. to 12, received on board oue
suit of ~chooner's sails from William Dawson's house, a notorions block
ade rnnner. At 1: 30 p. m. anchored in Ooan River. Received reliable
information that Colonel Claybrook and 800 reserves of Westmoreland
lay alon~ the river banks; at 1:45 opened flreupon them and expended
10 sllell fJ"Om 30.pounder Parrott, 6 shell I'rolll I:!· pounder rifled howit
zer, and 6 shrapnel from 12-ponnder light howitzer. Carried away
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breeching of 3O-pounder rifle during the skirmish. At 4 :35 anchored
oft St. Inigoes.

December 19.-At anchor off Nomini Creek. At 10:15 a. m. the
expedition, consisting of the Eureka and armed boats of the fleet
under Commander Parker, started into Nomini Creek. At 11, Eureka
grounded and the armed boats proceeded up alone.

December 20.-At 8: 30 a. m. expedition returned. Got underway
and proceeded to St. Inigoes.

December 26.-At 9: 20 a. m. communicated with U. S. S. Rescue, sent
armed boats on shore to Virginia. At 9: 50 boats returned; destroyed
one blockade-running boat.

April 6, l86·D.-At 7: 50 a. m. proceeded to Indian Creek. At 10 ran
ashore; the Commodore Read towed us oft' and proceeded up the creek,
shelling the woods as we went along. At 2 p. m. left Indian and pro
ceeded up Dimer's Creek. At 3 arrived at the creek in company with
the Commodore Read, Freeborn, and Helwtrope, shelling the woods both
sides as we went along. At 4: 16 ceased firing. Proceeded to the
Rappahannock. Expendedammunition : Twenty-one rounds30-pounder
l:>arrott percussion shell 34 rounds 12-poumler rifled howitzer percussion
shell,5 rounds 12-poundAr Dahlgren howitzer (light) shrapnel, 3 rounds
12·pounder Dahlgren howitzer canistt'r, 80 primers.

Apr-il 7.-At 11: 30 p. Ill. arrived off Smith's Point, called all hands
to quarters, and shelled the woods, llaving information that 50 rebels
were there. Fired f'j rounds 30-pOllnderParrott percussion shell,:3 rounds
12-pounder rifle howitzer percussion shell. At 11: 30 [sic] ceased firing,
secured batteries, and proceeded to Point Lookout.

Al;atract log of the U. S. 8. Commodore Read, September 8, 1863, to .June 21, 1866.

September 8, l863.-At 1: 25 p. m. received crew on board and put
ship in commission, navy yard, New York.

September l2.-At 7: 10 a. m. proceded to sea.
September l5.-Anchored at navy yard, Washington.
October 5.-At 12 meridian,Lieutenant·Commander l\Iagaw came on

board antI took charge. .
Octobt'r (i.-Left the navy yard and proceeded down the river

(Potomac).
March 7, l864.-At 8: 10 a. m. got underway and stood up the Pian

katank H.iver, the .Jacob Bell and Fuchsia ahead and the Freeborn and
Currituck following, shelling the woods at intervals as we passed. At
10:30 anchored at Piankatank Muds and sent the Freeborn and Jacob
Bell with Oaptain Parker's barge alld our second cutt.er manned and
armed up to Freeport, where they found the Titan destroyed by fire.
At 2: 20 p. m. the boats returned to the ship, with a metallic life boat
ill tow, captured from the enemy. At 2: 30 lost a ladle, shot away from
the forward pivot gUll. At 2: 50 got underway and stood down the
river in the same order as we came up. At 3, sent the second cutter
manned and armed to Von's Point [sic1and destroyed six boats. At 3: 40
second cutter returned and we proceeded down the river. Expended
during the engagement the following ammunition: For 1oo·pounder
rifles, 39 charges, 30 percussion shell, 9 5-second shell; for IX-inch
guns, 16 5·seeond shell, 2 shrapnel; for 24-pounder howitzers, 14 charges
and shrapnel, 2 charges alld shell.

J[arch 8.-At 2 p. m. oft' Mathias Point rPotomac River I; went to
general quarters and commeuced shelling the point. At:!: 30 ceased
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firing and secnred the battery and proceeded up the river. In com
pany with the Dragon anchored off the Nanjemoy.

April 12.-At 4::W p. ill. met the Teaser oft' Smith's Point standing
up river, communicated with her and then stood up river. At 5: 30
p. m. went to quartenl aud loaded the gunR. At 6: 15 fired 2 1()()
pounder shells into the woods on Shipping Point; also 3 shells, IX·inch.
At 7 turned and stood down river. At 9: 30 anchored off Nanjemoy.

April 29.-At 12: 15 p. m. anchored off Mathias Point. The Teaser
and Primrose opened fire on the point; ceased firing at ] 2: 30. At
1~: 40 c,.me to anchor oft' the point, sent the first cutter with an armed
crew on shore ill charge of Acting Ensign O. Ainsworth; the captain
also went on shore with the'gig and an armed crew with one boat frOID
the 'Teaser, and two from the Primrose. At 2 called the first divisiou
to quarters and opened fire on the point; ceased at 3. Expended 18
loo-pounder shell and 5 IX-inch shell.

j}lay D.-At 5: 15 a. m. came to anchor off Nanjemoy Stores. At
5: 30 the l'ea.ser came alongside; the first cutter and the armed men and
officers retnrned on board. At 1: 15 p. m. came to anchor off Aquia
Oreek, lowered the first and second cutters to pick up some of the
Uuion soldiers that had left the Virginia shore on rafts. At 4: 15 sent
armed first and second cutters on shore, called the first division to
quarters, and trained the guus to protect the boats. At 5: 10 the boats
returned, bringing Oaptains Edwards and McAllan, both of General
Grant's staff, with dispatches; secured the battery and got underway;
proceeded up the rivel' and at 10 came to anchor oft" Alexandria and
landed 5 prisoners, 4 wounded soldiers, and 2 army officers. At 11 :30
got underway and stood down river.

MllY 31.-At 3: 20 p. m. got underway, also all the other vessels lying
oft' Port Royal [Va.] and proceeded down the [H.appahannock] Hiver.
At 3: 35 called all hands to quarters and commenced to shell the woods
on both sides of the river. At 5 got aground oft' Port Tobacco [Va.];
succeeded in getting off at 7 and proceeded down the river; commenced
shelling the woods on the way down; at intervals fired with muskets.
Expended 49 IX-inch charges. At 8 ceased firing and signalized to
anchor.

June l.-At 4 a. m. proceeded down the river. At 8 came to anchor,
shelling the banks with grape and canister on both sides of the river.
Ceased firing aud came to auchor.

June 12.-Assisting in transporting troops from the trausports off
Pope's Oreek [Potomac l~iver]. At 11: 20 p. m. the transport Favorite
got aground and we rendered her assistance.

J'uue 15.-At 2: 10 p. m. first cutter with armed crew composed of 12
men, Fuchsia's crew, and 1 officer, Acting Master Street in charge, pro
ceeded into Machonac rMachodoc] Oreek to search tor the Ew"ekll.
Fired three blank cartridges at intervals of an hour as a signal to recall
the E1treka. At 3 the gig with armed crew, with Acting Master Smith amI
Acting Ensign Dunn, proceeded up the creek. At 5: 30 Eureka, with
gig, first and second cutters, returned; brought one of the Anacosi'ia's
men, accidentally shot. Charles Davis, soldier, one of the men landed
on the south side of the Potomac River and belonging to the Sophronia,
was fouud missing on the return of the expedition; also two Spencer
ritles belonging to this vessel.

June 18.-At 5:40 all boats returned from shore, cleared ship for
adion, information havill~ been received that the enemy was advancing
toward the river. Union troops returned to Layton's wharf. At 7:::SO
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opened fire on the west shore of the river with No.2 pivot and broad
side guns. Expellded by 100 [ponnder] pivot,6 percussion shell, by
No.1 broadside, --; by No. 2oroadside, 6. At 8: 10 ceased firing.

June 20.-First and second cutters employed ill embarking troops.
At 9: 45 a. m. took transport steamer Farorite in tow and proceeded
down the river. At 11:45 beat to quarters and opened tire on the north
side with 1OO-ponnder rifle and port broadside guns. Expended, No.1
pivot gun, 110second shell; No.2 broadside, 2 5-second shrapnel; No.
1 broadside, ~ 10-second shell, 1 I)-second; No.2 pivot, 2 percussion.

September H.-At 4 p. m. came to anchor oft· Stingray Point [Rappa
hanlloek Hiyer].

September 29.-At ~ p. m. the second cutter, armed, left the ship to
fish, under cover of our guns. At 2: 20 tlle boat was attacked by a.
patty of guerrillas, numbering upward of 40; immediately went to
Iluartel'S and opened fire on them from the vessel. At the first discharge
of the forward pivot gun the gun spiked itself: Got nllderway so as
to use our battery more effectively. At 3: 20 came to anchor and beat
retreat. Number of charges fired,20 from IX-inch broadside and 7
from the pivots.

October B.-At 8: 15 p. m., off Mill Creek, heat to quarters, and fired 5
shell from No.2 pivot gun and 2 from No.1 broadside at a signullight
seen ill the direction of Mill Creek, whieh was put out at the first fire.
At D beat th'C retreat and stood down the river. Vruising in the mouth
of the Happahannock.

Ovtobel' lB.-At 7: 20 a. m. entered the mouth of the Great Wicomico
Hiver. At 9: 30 went to quarters, aud shelled the woods in the vicillity
of the Great Wicomico River. Numbel' of shots fired. 50; the forward
pivot gun spiked itself at the first dischar~e, Anchored off Cockle's
lCockrell] Point. At 3 p. m. commenced shelling the woods; fired G
8hots from No.2 pivot gun. At 5: 30 fired 4 shots from No.2 pivot at
pickets ashore.

October 20.-Cruising in the mouth of the Rappahannock. At 9: 15
came to off Deep Creek to communicate with the shore. The second
cutter, in charge of Ensign S1mrtleff, was fired upon wllile attempting
to land with the. boat's crew. Immediately weut to quarters and
shelled the enemy. Number of sllOts fired, 26. Came to anchor off
Jones Point. At 4: 30 p. m., off Jones Point, sent second cutter ashore,
iu charge of Ensign Shurtleff' and an armed boat, to bring oft' a family
under tlag of truce. At 5: 30 p. m. went to quarters and shelled the
!Shore. Number of shot fired, 19. Proceeded down the river in com
pany with the Freeborn. At 6: 30 came to and fired 3 SllOtM at the shore.
At li: 40 proceeded down the river, fired 2 shots from after pivot gun at
Mosquito Point. Camc to anchor off Stur~eon Creek.

October 25.-At D a. m. came to anchor off' the Great Wicomico River,
ill company with the Yankee, E'reeborn, and .Jlfercury. At 10 the Don
alTived from up the [Chesapeake] Bay. In company with the before
named vessels followed the J)on into the mouth of the river, and at
10: 30 came to anchor oft' Sandy Point., The Don opened fire and the
Mercury anchored. The different vessels of the squadron opened fire
and shelled the woods. A boat was sent from the Don to fire some
houses. After many discharges from the No.1 forward pivot 1OO-pounder
Parrott of this vessel, rifled gun, the vent.;>f which had to be drilled
after each discharge, it became permanently disabled. At 1: 30 beat
the retreat. Number of shells fired,107. At 5:30 p. m., in company
with the other vessel, proceeded down the river and anchored at 8 in
the mouth of the l{appahannock.
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Octvber 26.-At 6 a. m. got underway, in company with the D~n,

Yankee, Freebm'n, and Oamr de Lion, and stood up the river. At 9: 30
came to oft' Carter's wbarf. The Don sent a boat on shore, which was
fired upon. Went to quarters without delay and sbelled the woods.
At 10: 15, two boats frolll this ship and two from the Dml, iu charge of
Ensign Shurtleft', landed and captured the following Rtores: Twenty
eigh t bags of oats, 12 bags of sweet potatoes, 38 bags of corn. At II : 40
a. 111. hoisted on board 2 canoes, at 12 proceeded up the river. At 3: 30
p. m. took on board a boat which we had captured.

October 27.:-At 8 a. m. anchored off the village of Tappahannock, in
company with the Don. At 9: 10 proceeded up the river. At 10 dis
covered the Yankee, Freeborn, and Oceur de Lion coming down, shelling
the woods; went about and cleared for action. At 10:30 the tleet
proceeded down the river and at 11 : 50 came to anchor.

Ji'ebruary 21, 1865.-Arrived off Urbana at 9 a. m. Fired 2 shells
from No.2 pivot at enemy. At 10: 20 proceeded down the river. '

February 27.-At 8: 30 p. m. heard sharp musketry firing on shore
near Butler's Hole; went to quarters, and fired 6 shell in the direction
of the noise. At 11 :30 discovered lights and suspicious noises on
shore near the mouth of Mosqnito Point; beat to quarters, battery cast
loose, and one round fired in three minntes. Whole number of shell
fired, 18, nearly all the shell from tbe rifled guns tumbling.

March b'.-At ]2 noon captured a sloop off the cliffs, loaded with salt
and hides. 'rook from her J. Warren and William Deer, aud held them
prisoners of war. After unloading the sloop we blew bel' up with a
IX-inch shell, and proceeded up the river. Fired 2 shell at the enemy
12 miles below Port Hoyal [VaJ. At 3: 50 p. m. the fleet passed Port
Royal. At 7: 30 came to anchor below the obstructions and communi
cated with transports. At 11 steamer Yankee arrived and anchored.
At 8: 15 Captain Hooker and Colollel [JosephIRoberts left the vesselin
the gig for Fredericksburg, At 11:30 heard sharp musketry tiring on the
north shore. Colonel Roberts came on board and made this vessel his
quarters. At 10: 10 army gunboat Ohamberlain arrived from up the
river. At 10: 30 proceeded up river, followed by the Yankee, Ohamber
la-in, and four trausports.

][arch B.-At 7 a. m. heard firing up river; turned round and started
in the direction of the firing; went to quarters. At 9: 30 beat to qual'·
ter8, amI fired 7 shell in the direction of the enemy.

j[a1"ch 13.-At 8 a. Ill. heard heavy firing down the [l~appabannockl

River. At 8:30 spoke the .Morse and Jllosswood below Paris, engaging
a battery. Came to off Paradise [battery'J and fired upon a battery 92
shots. At 11 the Delmrare and 11lorse proceeded up the rivel'. At 10
sent second cutter ashore, armed, in charge of Acting Matlter K S.
Shurtleff, to make a reconnoissance and inspect battery. At 10 ceased
tiring.

Aprilli.-At 7: 10 a. m. anchored oft· Broad Creek. At 12: 05 p. m. the
fleet proceeded up the creek. At 12: 20 we anchored, the ./!'reeborn,
Heliotrope, and Cceur de Lion continuing up the creek. At 12: 40
opened tire and shelled the woods. At 2: 20 got underway and followed
the Heliotrope out of the creek. Whole number of shell fired by us in
Indian Creek, 36. At 3 entered Dimer's Creek, preceded by the Free
born, C(J'ur de Lion, and Heliotrope. At 3: 10 anchored; opened fire
and shelled the woods in the vicinity. At 4: 30 proceeded out of the
creek. Number of' I'\hell fired by us in Dimer's Creek, 39.

June 21.-At 2 p. m. the Commodore React was put out of commission,
navy yard, Washington, D. C.
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Abstract log of the U. B. B. Currituck, liovember 27, 1862, to lanuary 14, 1866.

November 27, 1862.-Up the Rappallannock River. At 1: 30 p. m. saw
some of our pickets ashore; learned from them that Fredericksburg had.
been captured by our Army. At 2: 30 signalized the Rquadrou to go at
full speed and prepare for action and never surrender. At 5: 20 p. m.
came to anchor at Port Conway.

Not'ember 28.-At 10 a. m. steamed down opposite PortRoyal ; anchored
in line of battle with the squadron. At 10: 30 sent the gig on shore with
a flag of truce in charge of Lieutenant McCrea, commander of the fleet,
to communicate with the rebel officer at Port Royal.

December 4.-From 4 to 7 a. m. saw on the shore six rebel riflemen and
one cavalryman. The Creur de Lion blew her whistle (danger). Hove
up, and we were heading down the river when the OreUi' de Lion fired
three times. When we got alongside Captain Shankland ordered him to
cease tiring and to follow ns. At 8 we anchored opposite Port Hoyal.
The captain of the Oreur de Lion came on board and reported that he saw
about fifty men at work throwing up ride pits in front of him, and that
was the reason he fired. At 10: 15 went up to where the Oreur de Lion
fired, and saw several riflemen; returned and came to anchor at our
former ptace. At 4: 15 p. m. the enemy opened fire on the fleet from the
11m below the town of Port Royal, the first shot striking near the Oreur
de Lion and the second near to us. We. instantly called all hands to
quarters, signaled the fleet to prepare for action, hove up anchor, and
opened fire 011 the town, directing a part of the battery on the hill uutil
they ceased firing. We then proceeded down the river about 2 miles
and came to anchor (all of the fleet) at 5: 45 p. m.

December.4.-(Bngagement at Port l~oyal [Va.1 corrected and con
tinued). At 4: 15 p. m. at anchor off this place. The enemy opeued tire
on the flotilla from a battery situated on the top of a high hill covered
with trees and bushes, di~tant about 2 miles S. S. E. of the town, the
enemy using solid shot, well directed. Called all hands to quarters and
made signal to the flotilla to get underway and commence firing on the
town and battery Hove up anchor and steamed down abreast of the
town. Continued a constant fire upon the town with broadside gUlll~,

using 5-second shell and near-firing charges with apparent good effeet,
while our fire from the rifle was directed toward the bat.tery, using dis
tant·firing charges and 15-second shell, common. At 4: 45 the Anacostia,
in t.urning around, slight.ly touched the bottom and received a ligbt
volley of mnsketry from the town, but not any damage. At 5: 15, it
being deemed useless longer to continue firing, as no sensible advantage
could be gained by so doing, and the bank of the river above being lined
with rifle pits

j
we proceeded in line of battle down the river. At 5: 30,

in passing a ow bank near the residence of a Mr. Pratt, the enemy
opened fire with several fieldpieces and slightly damaged the steamers
Jacob Bell and Anacostia. We returned the fire with gra.pe from
32-pounders and silenced the battery. The Jacob Bell, Anacostia, and
Gl£ur de Lion, in passing the house of Mr. Pratt, discharged their bat
teries and penetrated the house with severfll shells. Continued on
our course and came to anchor at 5: 45 on Oaken Brow fishing shore.
Sent a boat in charge of Mr. Thomas Nelson, executive officer, with a
crew of five men, all armed, to the shore, in search of a picket guard,
in order to obtain means of communication with Ml\ior Keenan, eom
manding military force at Port Conway. At 9: 45 Major Keenan came
on board and brought information that five regiments of rebel troops
were encamped in the vicinity of Port Royal, consisting of cavalry,
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artillery, and riflemen, intelligence furnished to bim by two deserters
from the rebel Army, who had just come into his camp.

December 10.-At 2:30 p. m., in passing by the foot of Brandywine
Hill throogh Tobago Bay, the enemy opened fire with six fieldpieces,
one of which was a very long-range gun and sopposed to be a 20-pounder
Parrott rifle. Returned the fire with oor rifle gun, fired two shells.
At 2:45 came up with the fleet. At 3:15 p. m. the enemy opened fire
on the flotilla and strock the coal schooner Snrah Minge. The Yankee,
Satellite, Anacostia, and Jacob Bell opened fire. At 3:30 received
orders to open fire, which we did with the rifle gun and 32-pollnders,
using distant-firing charges and I5-second shells. At 4 a shell from
the enemy strnck and penetrated our vessel's side forward of amidships
abont 12 feet. Sent carpenter with two llands to plog up the hole
through which rushed a large stream of water. Started the donkey
engine and rigged the main pumps, while the remainder of the men
continued firing. At 4: 15 received or'(lers from senior officer to cease
firing and house topmasts. Water in the vessel increasing rapidly,
crew trying to stop the leak. While thus engaged another shell struck
us on starboard side, which, after passing through the side into the
engine room, broke the blower engine, exploded, and wounded two men.
Hove up anchor and steamed out of the enemy's range; proceeded up
tIle river aboot one-fourth mile amI anchored.

December l1.-At 2:40 p. m. hove up anchor and proceerled down the
river. Discharged our rifle and 3:3-pollmlers at the spot where the rebel
batteries were planted on Brandywine Hill, fired six shells and pro
ceeded on onr course. Anchored off Bristol [BriRco I mines.

December l2.-At 8:15 a. m. hove a line to the W.'Iamlank to assist
ber in towing two schooners down the river. E;;pied a body of cav
alry, rebel, on the bank. At 4 steamer Colonel C. G. S("'(1tell~ came
alongside in charge of a captain of infantry, boond up the river, with
stores for General Burnside, but it being unsafe to proceed on account
of the rebel cavalry lining the banks of the river, he returned toward
the mouth of the river upon the advice of Captain Linnekin.

December 28.-At 6: 40 discovered a schooner inshore; !lent the cutter
with an armed crew in charge of the executive officer, Thomas Nelson,
who brought her within hailing distance. She proved to be the
Exchange, of East River.

•January 2, 18(j.'J.-Steaming up the Piankatank. At 2 p. m., off Dud·
ley's Creek, saw a heavy smoke over the trees. Attempted to enter
the creek, but got aground. Fired a sbot from the rifted gUll in the
direction of the smoke. The Ella towed us oft~ Sent OIl shore the cut
ter in charge of Mr. Nelson to ascertain the cause of the smoke. The
boat returned, having aSl'ertained that a schooner had been Ret on fire.
Opened fire into the woods. Expended four 5-second 32·pounder and
two 10-second 32-pollnder shells.

Janlla.ry S.-Steaming toward 'Wicomico Creek. At 9 steamed out
into the bay in chase of a sloop. Came up with the sloop and sent the
cutter to board her. Proved to be the Potter, of Ba.ltimore, bound to
Baltimore. Her captain said she was loaded with oysters. On inspec
tiou she was fonnd to have in her hold 2 bags of leaf tobacco, a number
of raw hides, a large qnantity of old rags. Brass and iron were found
covered up by the oystert~. Took her in tow and steamed toward the
Happahannock River.

January l3.-Dividing Creek [Virginia]. At 2 a. m. saw a sail stand
ing in; sent cutter to board her, Mr. Nelsou in charge; took possession
of her as a prize. She proved to be the Hampton, of Baltimore. At 8
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a. m. chasell a eanoe into Indian Creek. Fired two shots from tho rifted
gun, bllt failed to hring her to. Steamed into Indian Creek in pnrsuit
about 1 mile. Sent the gig to take possession of the boat, the men hav
ing left her and made for the woods. Found 2 barrels of whisky on
her.

•January 20.-At 9 a. m. saw n. large cnnoe standing in for Indian
Creek; gave chase. Fired three rifle!l shell, but failed to bring her to.
Followed her into the creek and sent the cutter and gig to search after
her. Boats returned with 2 canoes and 3 barrels of whisky and other
stores.

January 23.-At 10 a. m. came to anchor in Jackson Creek and sent
011 shore gig and cutter armed. At 12: 15 p. m. the boats returned
with 2 prisoners and towing 11 sloop, which had been scuttled. 'l'hey
were fired into by a party of cavalry, only two balls taking effect, one
going through the gig and the other a spent one, slightly grazing Mr.
]Selson below the knee. As soon as the boats got alongside, dropped
tlie kedge frOUI the stern and swung broadside to and opened fire on
the place with shells. At 1: 15 ceased firing, having expended 42
ruunds.

•Jatl1lary 25.-At 7: 05 saw two canoes pulling for the shore; steered
for them; hove them to by a rifle shot; brought them alongside. They
were loaded with sundries and manned by two men. At noon, off'
Tabb's [Tapp's] Cret'k. At 2 p. Ill. boats returned from shore, having
captured four c&noes loaded with sundrie8, whisky, dry goods, etc.

January 2(j.-At 1: 01, boats returned to the ship, having captured
2 canoes and 1 sloop, the Queen of the Fleet, of Accomac. Five men·
found asleep on them were taken prisoners.

February 2.-At 10 a. m. the gig and second cutter went and destroyed
a schooner lying up Indian Creek.

Jfareh 23.-Came to anchor iu the Piankatank River. At 10: 45 a. m.
discovered a canoe bound up the Piankatank River; gave chase and
fired he rifle gun, which brought her to amI alongside, she having two
men in her.

Jlfareh 30.-At 1 p. m. weighed anchor and steamed over to the Rap
pahannock HiveI' and at 2: 40 anchored in the mouth about one-fourth
mile ofl'shore. Sent secoud cutter, in charge of Mr. Hall, to bring
the canoes alongside that we left here on the 28th. The canoes were
destroyed by order of the captain.

Aprill.-At 5 p. m., seeing a body of men having tbe appearance of
rebel soldiers, hove up anchor and steamed np toward the place where
the Ulen were lately seen, but on arriving abreast they were gone.
Fired a 32-pounder shell in order to bring them from under cover, but
saw nothing further, and returned to our anchorage (mouth of Rappa
hannock River).

April 3.-At 6 a. ro. steamed out of the river in company with the
Anac08tia. At 8: 30 anchored about 3 miles up Indian Creek. Sent
the gig in charge of Mr. Nelson, executive officer, and second cutter
ill charge of Mr. Hall, master's mate, with twenty men, in company
with two boatll' crews from the AnacoHti(t on shore. At 2 p. m. the
hoats returned, having Oil board the following stores taken from the
house of Mr.•Tames Hurst: Eighteen small boxes of tobacco, from 20 to
23 pounds each; 4 large boxes tobacco, 104 to 123 pounds each; 4 saclis
salt. The four sacks salt were transferred to the Anaoostia for ship's
use. At 6 p. m. steamed up the creek about 100 yards; saw a number
of cavalry 011 shore and fired a 32-poundtlr shell at them.
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Jlay n.-At 6: 30 a. m. let go anchor in Carter's Oreek. At 6: 40
sent first cutter with an armed crew in charge of Mr. Nelson farther
np the creek to reconnoiter. At 10: 30 the boats returned, bringing a
large qnantity of bacon. At 12: 45 p. m. steamed up Urbana Ureek;
sent first and second cutters on shore, and at the house of Mr. B:tiley
found a quantity of barrels of whisky, bags of flour, bags of coffee, bar
rels of molasses, which we brought on board, assisted by boats from
Primrose and Satellite. At 5 p. m. boats returned after finishing, hav
ing taken 24 barrels whisky, 2 barrels sirup, 26 bags of flour, 1 barr~l

of..New England rum, 2 bags of coffee, 100 shoulders, 1 barrel of white
sugar.

JUay lB.-At Urbana. At 1 p. m. an armed boat's crew from each
ship went on board the Primrose and steamed down the river about 3
miles and landed. At 9 p. m. the Primrose returned with boats, bring
ing large quantities of goods of various descriptions.

jJ;lay H.-At 8: 15 a. m. Executive Officer Nelson, with an armed boat
from each ship, proceeded np Urbana Creek in pursuit of a schooner.
At 10: 30 boats returned with schooner, name unknown.

May lS.-At 8: 40 a. m. came to anchor iu Dividing Creek in com
pany with the lVyandank and Satellite. Sent boats from all the vessels
ashore. .At l1:;{o they returned, having a scow in tow, loaded with
lumber. Put it 011 board the lVyandank. From 12 to 4, p. m. employed
transportiug" lumber from Mr. Yerby's sawmill on board the Wyalldallk.

MllY :21.-At 4: 30 a. m. got underway and steamed up river (Rappa
haunock) in company with the Satellite and Anac.Qstia. At 6 a. m.
discovered a schooner up the river. We immediately dispatched the
Satellite on ahead to capture bel'. At 7: 15 the steamer came up with
her. She proved to be tbe Emily, of New York, with a general cargo
on board, having run the blockade, the men having left bel' after setting
fire to her. At 8: 20 a. Ill. steamed down the river in company with
the AnaiJOstia, Sa.tellite, and prize schooner.

]flay 30.-A t 8: 20 a. m. came to all(~bor, the fleet abreast of the town
Of Tappahannock. S~nt the first cutter on shore in charge of Mr.
Nelson. He returned at 9: 30, bringing refugees from Richmond. At
10 first cutter went on shore again; also boats from the Anacostia,
Primrose, and Sat.ellite. Continued shelling the woods at intervals.
At 1 p. m. the boats returned. Expended: Hifie, 5·second, 2; per·
cussion, 1; 6-iuch shell, 10-second, 9; 6·inch shell, 5-second, 2. At
1: 30 first and second cutters went on shore in company with boats
from the other vest:lels and destroyed a large quantity of wheat by
burning the building in which it was store~.

June l.-At anchor off Urbana. At ]2:30 a. m. sent the first cutter
with an armed crew up the river to reconnoiter; returned at 4: 45,
briuging four prisoners.

June l7.-At 2 p. m. Mr. Hall went a.shore in first cutter in compauy
with boats from other vessels of the fleet. At 3 p. m. they returned.
Saw rebel cavalry ashore; opened fire on them, and fired one rouud from
starboard battery. Expended two 6-inch shell.

June 21.-0ft' Oockpit Point. At 2: 30 p. m. saw some of the enemy
on the bill; got underway and opened fire, shelling the woods. At
3: 15 ceased firing and returned to our former anchorage. Expended
thirteen 10-second 6-inch shell, three percussion shell, three 10-second
shrapnel shell.

June 2B.-At 1: 20 p. m. off Cockpit Point. Fired at some rebels seen
on shore. Expe!1ded four 10·secoud shell.
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July 20.-At 10 a. m. sent twenty armed men, in charge of Mr. Felix
and Mr. Hall, to look for blockade runners. Hove np anchor and
I'Iteamed over to Dividing Creek. At 11: 45 men returned, having cap
tured two canoes, five barrels whisky, and several other articles.
Steamed farther up the creek and sent first and second cutters on
shore to reconnoiter; they returned with one canoe at 4 p. m.

August It.-Sent an expedition on shore to capture three men, of
whom we had received information that they were cutting down trees
on Windmill Point, laid down on the chart as landmark for navigators.
At 11 the captain went on shore, and upon examination found that a
great many trees had been cut down, and that seven piles of split rails
tor fences and a large quantity of cord wood were still on the ground.
At 3: 30 the first cutter returned, having succeeded in their expeditiou
and bringing on board three prisoners suspected of stealing canoes
and also doing much mischief about the place. At 7 p. m. sent the first
cutter with armed crew, in charge of Acting Ensign [Henry) Walters,
of the Reliance, to capture two soldiers (rebel) who were reported to be
at home. At 9: 50 first cutter returned, bringing oue prisoner, John
Robbins, late of the rebel Army.

August 21.-At 8: 25 anchored the steamers off Union wharf. At
8: 45 sent the first cutter, in charge of Mr. Havens, to assist in towing
oil" a large scow, which when first seen was loaded with cattle, whieh,
however, succeeded in landing, although llOtly chased by the Satellite.
At 9: 20 sellt the second cutter to assist ill the same work, which was
accomplished by 10, when we sent two other boats to get off another
scow larger than the first. Finding it hard and fast on the sand and
the tide faIliug, we effectually destroyed it by cutting it in two. Fired
two shells from rifle in the surrounding woods. At 2: 45 p. m. sent
gig, in charge of Paymaster Clarke, on sllOre to reconnoiter the opposite
side of the creek. He learned from a negro that a canoe lay hidden up
the creek, which he captured and brought off to the vessel. About the
same time the boats returned from up the creek, hringing on board as
prisouer Benjamin F. Welles, with two canoes aud two boys, his sons.
They carried on a trade between that place [Totouskey Creek'] and
Fredericksburg. The man and one canoe were detained and the boys
permitted to return to their home.

A U{/ust 2(i.-At 7: 15 p. m. came to anchor in the mouth of Wicomico
River. Lieutenant [John W.J White, of the U. S. revenue steamer
Reliance, came on board and mformed us of the capture of two of our
steamers on the Happahanllock, viz, the Satellite and the Reliance. At
8: 4H got underway and proceeded toward Point Lookout to report to
Lieutenant-Oommander :Magaw the affair of the steamers said to be
captUl'ed.

August 27.-At midnight arrived at Point Lookout. Sent the first
(~utter on board the Yankee, which soon retumed, when we proceeded to
Piney Point, where we dropped anchor at 3 a. m. [The) captain having
reported to Lieutenant-Commander :Magaw on board the U. S. S. Dragon,
we proceeded np the river toward Blakistone Island. At 11 p. m.
weighed anchor and steamed down the bay in company with the ])ra{/on,
Freeborn, Jacob Bell, and Tulip, Lieutenant-Commander Magaw being
on board the Dragon.

August 28.-At 5: 30 a. m. (having nsed all possible caution in enter
ing the river, l1nd having borned several signal lights to ascertain if onr
vessel& were there), we anchored in Butler's Hole, followed by the Tltlip
and Freeborn. Sent the first cutter on shore in charge of Ensign FAlix
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to ascertain the fate of the boats, viz, Satellite and Reliance. He
returned with the information that they had been attacked and cap
tured on the night of the ~2d by a party of reuel~, who immediately
took them up the river j his informant supposed them to be at Port
Royal. The Dragon arrived at 6 a. lU. and anchored. At 6: 4-8 seut th~
first cutter on shore and bronght oft' Mr. Spillman, a citizen r('siding on
'Vindmill Point, who gave additional information respecting the capture
of the above·named boats. At 7: 20 the.Tacob Bell arrived and anchored.
At 2 p. 1l1. captain went on board the Bell and returned at 2: 30, when
we descried the Oommodore Jones and Commodore Morris. The captain
weut on board the Morris and returned with orders to follow him nil the
river. Hove anchor and steamed after him, followed by the ve.ssel" of
the Potomac Flotilla. At 7: 30 p, m. ancbored off Uruana.

August 2.9.-At 9: 15 a. m., the captain having obtained permission
from the senior officer to bring off the woulllled officers and men of the
steamers Satellite and Reliance, weighed anchor and steamed in toward
the house whl're they were and anchored off Bailey's farm. At 9:45
sent the doctor in the first cntter nnder a flag of tru('e, in charge of
Mr. Thomas Nelson, executi,'e officer, to the house of Captain Hailey,
where the wounded lIlen were lying, but the snrgeon finding that Act
ing Ensign Walters was too weak to move with safety, returned in the
firl'lt eutter at 11: 45. At 11: 55 the captain and doctor went on board
the senior officer's ship to report the filets just ascertained. At 12: 53
p. m. the first cutter, in charge of Mr. Nelson, accompanied by tlle doc
tor, went on shore and returned at 3 p. m., bringing on boafll Acting
EnsiA"U Sommers and John Tye, boat.'lwain's mate, both of the &tellite,
and severely wounded. At:3: 30 wei~hed anchor and proceeded down
the river with the rest of the fleet. At f): 40 anchored in Butler's Hole.

Scptcmber 1.-A t 7: 20 a. m.•Tohn Tye died from wounds received at
the capture of the Ratellite by the reb· Is.

October 5.-At anchor in Butler's Hole. At7: 45 p. m. saw a light up
the river; steamed for it. Proved to be signal lights on Parrott's
Island; tired two shell in toward it, and at 12 midnight heard lleavy
firing in the direction of Yorktown.

October 2J.-At 11 a. m. saw a schooner at the month of the river
heading fOJ" the Piankatank. At 11 tlle Fuchsia came alongside and
commenced coaling from this vessel. At 12: 30 p. III. F1tchltia ca-:t off
and steaml'd in chase of the scllOoner; returned at 4, having the
Rchooner in tow.

•January 1, 18G-I.-At 1: 10 p. m. sent first cutter armed and equipped
in cllarge of Mr. Nelson, with two boats from the AlIacostia, the whole
under the command of Acting Master Provost, on shore to reconnoiter.
At 3: 30 party retnrned, bringing with them several head of cattle, one
white horse, taken from the farm of Charles I.e/all, a prominent seces
sionist, and a rebel enrolling officer.

Pebruary 2J.-At 9: 15 a.lIl. steamed up the Wicomico River, followed
by the Jacob Bell. At 11 anchored near the head of the Wicomico. At
11: 30 sellt tile gig, in charge of Acting Master['s Mate l Hall and Act
ing Ensign Walker, of the Jacob Bell, farther up the river to destroy
some schooners; set two on fire, the Gratitude and Charles Henry. At
12: 30 p. m. sent second cutter, in charge of Ensign Felix, on shore for
wood; saw some rebel cavalry. At 1: 30 tIle boat returned j fire-d two
shots at some cavalry Reen on a hill.

March 7.-At 8: 15 got underway in company with the fleet and stood
up the I)iankatank. At 9: 30 commenced shelling the woods, and
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expended the following ammunition: Twenty 8-pound charges for 32
pounder, eight 5 second shell, six 10-secoml shell, four stand canister,
two stand grape, eight 2-pound charges 20-pounder Pal'rou' rifle, one
5·second common shell for rifle, three 10-second common shell for rifle,
three 15 second common shell 20-pounder rifle, one 10-~cond shrapnel
20-pouuder rifle.

.L1pril21.-Got underway with tIle fleet and proceeded down the river.
At 7 p. m. the Eureka steamed in toward the shore and commenced fir·
iJlg; the Yankee, Fuchsia, Freeb&l'lI, and Leslie commenced alAo, the last
three mentioned vesselR being nnderway. From 8 to midnight the
Freeborn, lying in under the south bank, fired at intervals of thirty
minutes during the watch.

April22.-Prom midnight to 4 a. m., the Freeborn and TCllJJer shell
ing tlle south bank at intervals. At 8: 35 the flagship si~lHl.lized "Get
nnderway." All the fleet complie(l with the order, the Yankee proceed
ing up the river. The fleet steamed elo~e inshore, and at !.l: 0:; began
to Ahell the woods. At 10: 15 fleet ceased firing' and anchored. At
11 a. m. the Yankee returned and IIIRrie fast to the Commodore Read.
Expended five 10-second 32-pollnder shells allrl three 10-seeond Parrott
rifle. .

September 17.-Cruising off Coan River. At 2: 30 a. m. heard a volley
of musketry in the direction of Coall HiveI' and soon diseovt.'red the
siguals agreed upon of danger for assistance by the first cutter. Pro
ceeded to the mouth of the river and entered; fired the 20-pounder rifle.
Soon after saw the firRt cutter coming out with a canoe in tow, She
came alongsidl', and Acting EnRign Thomas Nelson came 011 board and
reported 1 man killed, 1 wounded, and 2 priRoners captnred ill the act
of running the blockade in the canoe ahove mentioned. At 3: 20
shelled the woods; at. 4 ceased firing.

September 19.-At 6: 15 p. m. saw a canoe coming out of the river
(Yeoeomico); fired Rix shell at ller from the rifle. She succeeded in
makin~ the laud and got away.

October 24.-A t 1: 15 p. m. Acting Ellsign A. Felix went on shore in
charge of tIle first cutter. At 2: 30 he returned, hringing two calloeR;
also a soldiel' belonf.tillg to Captain Baker's battery, who was taken on
shore (at Point Lookont) and deliverell to the provost·marshal. The
calloe tlmt lie was ill was cut up hy ordcl' of the eaptain, and the otlJer
was taken up to St. Inigoes Creek and left there.

AbBtract log of the U. 8. SChooner Dan 8mith, 1anuary 1, 1863, to 1uly 28, 1863.

•June 23, 1863.-Anchored oft' Quant-ieo Creek. At 1 p. m. enemy
reported in sight; wellt to qu:uters, opened fire with the port hattery,
ami discharged 16 rounds.

July 1.-0ft' Quantico Creek. At 10 a. m. enemy reported in sight;
fired 7 charges frolll port battery.

Abetract log of the U. 8. 8. Don, lIay 16, 1864, to 1uly 31, 1866.

JIay 16, 1864.-0ff navy yard, Boston, MaRS.
May 20.-Proceeded up the Potomac River and reported to Comman

der F. A. Parker.
N W R-VOL 5--38
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October 2fi.-At G a. m., in company with the COlll1noiWre Read, Free
born, rankee, and Ca:ur de Lion, proceeded up the Uappabannock River.
At 9 discovercd a large boat near the north shore; sent second and
third cutters alld dingey, in charge of Acting Ensign .J. J. Brice, to take
the boat. Upon our boats approaching the shore they were fired upon
by a party of the enemy conct'aled in the bushes; opened fire with our
starboard battery, the Commodore Rcad doing the same; recalled our
boats alongside; ordered the Commodore Read to seud a boat and 25
men on shore iu charge of Acting Ensign Shurtlefl"; sent a party with 3
boats on shore to aid; sellt a party of 40' men on an expedition 011 shore.

,January 20, 1865.-Navy yard, Washington, D. Co At 10 a. m. made
ready for departure. Hon. F. ,P. Blair came on board and Oommander
Parker and staff left the ship. A 12 lll. proeeeded down the river.

•January 21.-Anchored oft· Oity l'oint [.Tames Hiver, Virginia], at 3
p. m. and communicated with the shore. At 4 stood up the river.

•]nnuary 22.-At 7: 45 a. rn. passed through upper bridge and came to
anchor oft' Aiken's Landing, James Ri vel'. Hon. F. P. Blair left the
ship. From 8: 30 to 9 p. Ill. heard the firing of musketry, with lion occa
sional sound of heavy guns up the river.

•January 23.-At I): 30 p. Ill. stood down the river. At i came to
anchor oft' City Point.. From 8 to midnight heavy firing up the river.

•Jmwary 2L-Anchored oft' the New Irons-idcs, ofl" Norfolk, Va.; com
municated with her. Oommodores Godon and Hadford carne on board.

•JanuUt·y 25.-A t 7 a. m. got underway and followed at very slow speed
tile J.,·I:IC Iroll,~-id('s down the river (from ~orfolk). At 8: 45 communi
cated with the New Ironsides and stood down at full speed. At 10
anchored ast~rll of the Minnesota, and received from her three howitzers,
amDlunition, alld In lIIen, to be taken to the Iron,~ides. At 12::$0 pro
ceedl'd up.lames River. At';: 30 went alollgside the New Ironsidc~, and
delivered the howitzers, ammunition, and men.

January 2fi.-Followed the Ncw Ironsides up ri\-er at slow speetl, and
at 11 : 30 a. 1Il. came to anchor oft' Bermuda 1hllldred. At I:!: 30 p. ITI.

rigged torpedo spars on our hows.
•lrw1Wl'll 27.-Vice-Admiral D. G. Farragnt and Lieutenant-Com

lIIander Prichett cam£, Oil board for pa8sage (oft' Berllluda HUlldrcd).
January .:!8.-At 4,: 41') p. m. passed Themas' Point and stood up Severn

mver [;\Iar~;]andI. .At Ii: 30 anchored ill Annapolis Harbor. Vice
Admiral D. G. Farragut and Lieutenant-Commander Prichett went on
shore.

April 12.-At ]0 a. m. squadron came to anchor off Port Royal, Va.
At 11 got underway alld steamed up river. At]: 30 p. m. stopped ten
minutes alld captnred a boat with 4 men bound down river with ('on
trahaud go()(h~. 'rook from boat 1 b~1rrel oil, 2 hags meal.

AJl1·iI17.-At fi: III stopped oft' Freestone Point; sent three armed
boat,,; in eharge ofA(·ting Bnsign Hallock,andcaptured schoollerH'iliiam
11. 1'rice, anchored near the Virginia shore.

Abstract log of the U. 8. 8. Dragon, Karch 22, 1883, to Karch 27, 1865,

March 22, 1863.-Lying at anchor off Aquia Creek.
•June 17.-0ff Aquia Creek. At 3 p. m. shelled Aquia Creek. Ex

pended 1'\ shell from the ritle howitzer. At 5 p.m. condemned 24 rounds
or shrapnel and 9 rounds of canister, damaged by water.

.TUIlI' ;In.-A t anchor off Belle Plaill. At!l: 30 a, m. went to f1narteI'!~

and sllClled the woods. Expended: Hitled gun, 15 shell; howitzer, U.
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]"1'0111 I:! to 8 p. 111. oil Aquia Creek. At 1 p. III. took a pilot from the
J[alwska, and proceeded to --- Creek awl lihelled the woods.

June .:!1.-At Mathias Point !ient thc cutter ashore and destroyed a
boat.

.Tune 27.-At 4 p. m. arrived at NanjemoJ'; anchored; e:,pl ured two
prisoners of war crossing the river.

JUlie 29.-At 4: 50 a. III. came to anchor oft' Mathias Point; Rent the
cutter ashore and burned a bal'll said to contain between $3,000 and
$4,000 worth corn. Expeuded six lO-second shell.

Septembcr 16.-Cruisillg along the Virginia shore, in company with
the Tcwler. At [) p.m. firell two I5-second alld one 10-secom130-pounder
rifle shell over the blllft't,j at A'luia Creek, but received lIO reply.

,"Jeptember 22.-At 12: 30 fired three lO-second 30-pounder rifle shell
into the woods at Mathias Point. At 12: 40 fired three to-second
24-pounder shell into the woods just below Mathias Point; re(~eived no
answer alld (',eased firing. At 2 p. m. a boat went on shore at Pope's
Creek IMaryland j armed, with Oaptain Hill, having beard news about
smuggling goods into Virginia; searched the woods, but fillmd lIotbing.
At 6:30 Acting Master's Mate James 'W. Hobinson was ordm'ed to take
a look up shore, and foulld the canoe in which the goods were taken
over with muffled oarlocks.

September 2/J,-At 3: 30 p. m. 50 of the First District Maryland Vol
unteers came down, with orders for us to cover them while they landed.
At 4 the Teaser, Uesolute, and army "tealller 8tucns, with tl'OOpS, went
up river. At 5 Acting Master's Mate James W. Robinson discovered
a boat with six men in it andl'eported it to Captain Hill, who immedi
ately sent him with the gig and five lIIen armed. After l'eacbillg the
bcach he pursued them until the call was blown for him to retllrn. lIe
brought with him the boat and a small anchor. At 9: 30 fifty men of
the First District Volunteers, under colllmand of Captain IMarvin P.]
Fisher, landed, to scout through the country in the vicinity of Mathias
Point. Acting Master's Mate James W. J{obinsoll, of this vessel, was
sent by Captain lIill as a guide and sigual officm' in case they were
attacked by the enemy, so as to let our vessels see where they were.
At 12 returned, finding no traees of the enemy.

Septt'mbcl' 2J.-At anchor off Mathias Point, covering om troops on
shore, the Teascl' and Resolute lying close by. At 7: 30 Acting Mab1:er's
Mate Robinson was sent on shore to set fire to the wood on the point;
set fire to it in three places and returned to the ship.

()ctobt'r H.-At ti: 15 11. m. got underwl1y and ran down the river, At
7 let go kedge and sent a boat on shore to Dr. Stewl1rt's house winl five
armed meu, in chl1rge of Acting Master's Mate Hobinsoll, to find out if
there were any signs of the enemy; the boat returned I1t 8, bringing
tllree I1xes that were found in the woods on the point, which hl1d been
used in cutting down the trees, with the intention of building It battery;
no signs of the enemy to be seen.

October 5,-At !.l: 25 a. Ill. fired two 10·second 30,poullder rifle Hhell on
the bluff' at Mathias Point. At 9: 40 fired another to·second 30·pounuer
rifle shell and one 5-second from 24-pounder howitzer in the blnf1' at
Mathias Point.

October 7.-At 4: 20 p. m. ran in nearer shore at :\Iathias Point. At
7, saw signal lights on the Mar~'land shore opposite Mathias Point
answered on the Virginia side back of tIle point. At 7: to went to
quarters witll the Teaser and fired eleven 30,poullller [)·Recolld rifle shell
and three 24-pounder howitzer shell, 11 shrapnel, 1 canister into the
woods.
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February 23, IS64.-At 7: 05 captured a boat containing 3 men, 4
women, [; children, and 2 contrabands; took boat in tow and stood. up
the river.

March 24.-Navy yard, Washington, D. C.
April 17.-Cast oft· from the wharf and proceeded. down the river

(Potomac).
April21.-At 5: 40 p. m. anchored oft· Corrotoman [Rappahannock

River] with the fleet. At 6: 40 the Eureka opened fire on Virginia shore.
At 7 the Oommodore Read, Yankee, and Leslie opened fire; ceased tir
ing at 7: 15. From 8 to 1:& midnight occasional tiring from our boats.

April 22.-0ccasional firing from our fleet oft' Corrotoman fmm 12 to
4 a. m. At 8:10 went inshore and anchored. At 8:40 fired four
10·second shell from 30-pounder rifle at a house on shore; sent a boat,
armed, on an expedition.

April 23.-At 6: 30 p. 111. fired one 10-second shell oft' Mathias Point.
.lfay 30.-Stood down [Rappahannock] River and anchored off

Punch Bowl at 9: 30 a. m. At 9: 40 expended one 1()·second shell from
30-pounder and one shrapnel from 24-pounder at a suspicious party on the
Virginia shore.

July 11.-From 4 to 8 p. m. shelled the different points from Occoquan
to Potomac Creek, expending two 15-second and thirteen 1O-s8OOnd
shells from 30-pounder and three shell and two shrapnel from
24-pollnder.

November IS.-At 1 p. m. passed into Dividing Creek. At 1: 30
opened fire on some cavalry. Expended nine lO·second shell, three
15-second shell, and two percussion shell from 30-pounder Parrott.
.From 4 to 8 p. m. still shelling the woods at Dividing Creek.

Abltraot log of the U. S. 8. Ella, Auguat 10, 1862, to Auguat 24, 1883.

August 10, 1862.-The ship was put iu commission, New York navy
yard.

August 13.-At 5 a. m. proceeded to sea.
January 2, 18(j3.-At 1: 20 p. Ill. the Ourrituck, Anacostia, and Ella

got underway Bud proceeded down the [Rappahanuock) !{iver. The
rebels set fire tQ a schoouel' up the creek and the Anacostia and Cun'i
tuck commeuced throwing shell in the direction of the sllloke. Fired
three rounds from 001' forward gun. At 3: 45 p. m. ceased tiring,
proceeded to the mouth of the Rappa.hannock River.

Abltraot log of the U. S. 8. Fuchlia, Auguat 8, 1883, to Auguat 6, 18811,

October 2-1, lS63.-At 12 m. cast off from the Ourrituck and steamed out
illto the bay IChesapeake] in chase of a schooner. At 1: 20 p. m. arrived
ill Piallkatallk River and spoke her. She proved to be the schooner
George and William, of Scott's Creek. We then anchored. At 2 took
her in tow and steamed for the Rappahannock.

October 29.-At 12: 15 p. m. anchored in Fleets Bay. At 1 Captain
Street and Acting Ensign Mather, with Acting Master's Mate Cline,
landed with four armed mell, in company with a boat's crew from the
Anacostia. At 5 boat returned with all that left. At 7 sent our boat
on shore with captaiu, Mr. Walker, and six al'med men, in company with
a boat from the Anacostia. At 10: 30 boat returned., having captured
a sacks of salt, 24 yards of wooleo cloth, and medicine from Mr. Lee.
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October BO.-At 5: 30 a. m. went into tlle mouth of Diamond [Dimer's]
Creek. At 9 the captain left the ship with four armed men. At 1 p. m.
boat returned with captain, pilot, alld one prisoner, named Thomas
Harris, private of Fifty·fifth Virginia Regiment.

November l2.-At 8 p. m. saw a light on shore, snpposed to bc salt
works. Captain went on shore with six armed men. At 10: 30 p. m.
boat's crew fired upon by the enerny. Atll p. ro. boats returned off and
fired with 24·pounder llOwitzer 1 shell and 2 canister. At 11: 30 sent
two boals on shore with 12 armed mell, captain in command. Fired
several rounds with musketry and two grape from howitzer. At 12
midnight, boats returned.

Marclt 6, l8fi4.-Cruising in the Piankatsnk River from 6 to R p. m.
At 9: 30 saw signalizing outside. Sigllalizing from shore, apparently
from the enemy, from 9:30 to 12 midnight.

.Marclt 7.-At 8: 15 a. m. steamed np the Piankatank, landed a Mr.
Cole at tIle place from wldch we took him, joined the flagship Commo
dore Read, and went in search of the tugboat Titan, captnred by the
rebels. At 9: 30 commenced shelling the banks as we went along up.
At 10: 30 flagsllip signaled ns to anchor. At 10: 40 came to anchor
about 16~ miles up the river. At 10: 45 whole fleet anchored. At 1: 30
p, m. got underway and steamed down thc river, shelling the woods as
we went. Ammunition expended: Thirteen shell, 30·pounder rifle; 26
shell, 24-poumler howitzer; 10 shell, 12-pounder rifle.

Mm'clt B.-At 9 a. m. sent three armed hoats on shore for the nnrposc
of bringing oft' tIle furniture of the pilot, 1\1\'. Walker. Amn unitioll
expended: Three 3·second shell for 24-11oUJuler rifle, and two 3-second
shell for 12·pounder howitzer. .

March 22.-At 9 a. Ill. arrived at Piney Point. Dismounted tIle four
24·pounder howitzers to clean carriages.

April 2l.-At 5: 45 p. m. came to anchor, by order of Captain Parker,
commanding the fleet, off Corrotoman River with rest of the fleet.
At 7 tllO enemy opelled fire on the U. S. S. Eureka, which was recon
noitering along shore. At 7: 05 proceeded to her assistance and opened
fire from all our guns. Fired 14 shell in the woods which covered the
enemy. At 7: 30 ceased firing and came to anchor, by order of Lieu
tenant-Commander Eastman, fleet captain.

JJfay l7.-At 5 p. m. fired 4 shells from 12-pounder howitzer and 4.
from ~O-pounder Parrott into Fort Lowry, bnt met with no resistance
At 7 came to anchor oft' Fort Lowry.

May lB.-At 7: 45 a. m. received on board L. G. Fogg to pilot 111'1 by
torpedoes. At 9: 30 steaming 11p Rappahannock HiveI'; fired two shells
from 20-pounder rifle into the woods. From 12 m. to 8 p. m. flteaming
up the river, firing a shot occasionally in the woods. In firing the
24-ponnder howitzer the compressor was broken. At 7 ceased firing,
having expended 17 shell and 8 shot. At 9 came to anchor for the
night on account of torpedoes ahead.

ilfay 22.-At 4: 15 p. Jll, fired three shots from 12·pounder in the
woodsalongtheriver; alsomllsketry. At 4: 45 ceased firing. At6:45
arrived and came to anchor just below Fredericksburg.

May Bl.-At 2: 30 p. m. proceeded down the river with the rest_of the
fleet, flring occasionally in the woods from broadside. Expended 17
shells. At4:30 ceased firing; carne to anchor. At 5 got underway
and proceeded down the river, shelling the woods occasionally. At
7: 30 came to anchor.

June l.-At 4: 30 a. m. got underway and steamed down the river,
shelling the woods. At 7 opened flre from the broadside and pivot
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guns. At 7: 4!i a. m. ceased firing. At 5: 15 p. m. came to anchor
in the mouth of the Happahaunock. At 6: Hi fired one shot from
12·pounder at boat attempting to land. At 7: 15 cruising in the mouth
of the Piankatank.

June 19.-At 7:30 a.m.eame to anehor off Tappahannock. At 8:45
Acting Master's Mate --- left the ship with the first cutter to assist
in landing troops.

•TlIly.'f.-From 12 to 4 p. m. lying at anchor in Bntler's Hole. At
6: 15 Acting Mastel' Street and Acting Master's Mate Cobb, with 10
men, left the vessel and went on board the Preeborn to make an expe
dition on shore. Steamed np the bay and at 11: 45 eaIlle to anchor in
Wicomico. . ,

.luly -i.-Lying at anchor in Great Wicomico. Land forces arrived.
At 4: 40 a. m. sent a boat on shore to convey our forees on hoard. At
6: 40 boat went again to bring remainder of our forces on board. At 11
Acting Master's Mate Oobb returned ill chal'ge of land forces. Reported
that two men left the ranks while waiting the arrival of the boats to
convey them on board.· Upou discovering their absence a party was
sent in search of them, two of whom were eut off by the cavalry. Sup
posed they were taken prisoners. At 12: 15 p. m. a flag of truce wa..~

seen 011 shore. Captain Schulze was sent on shore to communicate;
was met by Captain Eubank, C. S. Army, who wished to exchange
prisoners; not agreed to.

•July 11.-Lying moored just below Bush Creek [River] bridge. At
7: 45 p. Ill. saw our pickets running in; immediately aftel' saw the enemy
collling with an engine. Beat to quarters and opened fire on them. At
8: 30 ceaspd firing, the ellemJ' having left. Expended: l!'or 24-pounder,
5 canister,3 shell; 12ponIHler, 13 Hotchkiss,6 Dahlgren shell; 20
ponnder, 4 Sehenkle and a navy time-fuse shell. Captain Street and
Actin~Second Assistant·Engineer.r. C. l\lockahee went and brought the
engine across the bridge and 1\11'. l\'Iockabee took her to Perryville.

Jul!! l.'l.-Lring in Bush HiveI' below tIle bridge. At 3 received
news that the rebelH were ill this vicinity; beat to quarters and opened
fire on where we snpposed them to be. Fired from 12-pounder 3
Schenkle and 3 Dahlgren shell. At 9 steam tug Trittmph arrived from
Port Deposit with troops.

•Jl/l!/27.-Lyinp; at Bush River bridge watching for the approach of
the enemy. At 10 a. Ill. came to our moorings at right angle with the
bridge; distance 100 yards; battery covering all approaches. At 3: 15
called the first division to quarters and expended !i Schenkle shell from
12-pounder Dahlgren rifle.

August ,i.-Lying at Bush Oreek [Riverlbridge.
AI/gust 21.-Steamed for Piankatank l~iver. At 7 a. m. came to

anchor at Milford Haven. Saw a flag of truce on shore; sent an armed
boat on shore. At 7::m returned with G. B. \Vimler, deserter from
Twenty-sixth Virginia Hegimeut.

Septe'mbcl'1.J.-At6 :30 p.lll. came to anchor in Fishing Bay [Virginia].
At 7 went ashore for information and was fired into. Expended three
shell, one from U-pounder ritlc howitzer, two shrapnel fro III 24-poundel'
boat howitzer. At 8: 15 got underway and steamed for Milford
IIaven. At 9 arrived and spoke a canoe; received some important
news. Steamed down and ont into the bay. Steamed into Piallkatank
Hiver.

k"?£'jlfembcr l7.-At 7: 50 a. 11l. came to anchor on Sturgeon Bar. Cap
tain Street went on shore with an armed crew. At 7: 15 p. Ill. came to
alll~hoL' in Jacksoll Oreek. At 7: 311 sent all armed boat ashore to see
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what information we could get about some torpedoes that had been
laill. At 10 p. m. boat!'f returned from 13hore; got undcrway to crui::le
off the month of the river.

September ,:!.f.-Frolll 8 to 12 m., lying at anchor in Fishing Bay. At
10: 20 tmw a suspicions boa,t in Mil10rd Haven, fired two shots with 12
pounder howitzer; she proved to be a fishing boat with 3 men amI 1
boy. At 11 sent first cutter alongside U. S. S. .Mercury j officers and
crew well armed. Captaiu Street proceeded in his gig on board the
Mercury, in company with the captain and crew of the Freeborn. .At
11 : 30 the 1lfcrcury weighed anchor and proceeded into Milford Haven
through Stntt's Creek on a reconnoitering expe«lition, under the com
.mand of Captain Street, senior officer First Division. At (j: 30 p. Ill. the
Mt:re·ury returned. At 8: 40 Captain Street returned.

October 20.-At 8: 450..111. steamed up the Rappahannock. At 12 m.
picked up a canoe found in the river bound up the RappahanJlock.

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Heliotrope, April 24, 1864, to Juno 12, 1865.

Jfarch 10, lBG5.-Went alongside the wharf at Point Lookont. A.t
8: 12 p, m.lying at anchor at St. Inigoes.

March l(j.-At 5: 15 a. m. weighed anchor and proceeded into Mattox
Creek and landed 50 men in boats. Expedition returned on board. At
11 : 30 opened battery on woods, shellin~ at intervals.

11Iareh 17.-Sent 10 men on shore with the raiding party.
.March lB.-At 5: 30 a. m. the landing party was called on uoard.

From 12 to 4 p. m., all hands employed getting the Stepping Stones
afloat. At 1: 30 discovered the enemy on farm about 2 mile~ oft"; opened
our battery on them.

March 19.-From 8 to meridian. The enemy appeared in small
squads; fired upon them with 30-poullder l~arrott, expending a few
shell.

.11pril 3.-At 2: 10 p. Ill. flagship Don received telegraphic messa-g-e
of the capture of Richmond. Fired a salute ill honor of the victories.

AprU 6.-At 12::m p. m. entered Indian Creek and proceeded up to
the head in company with the Oummodore Read, Freeborn, and Offul' Ill!
Lion, and opened batteries, shelling woods. At 2: 30 entered and
steamed np Diamond [Dimer's1Creek; found there the Harriet ])c Fm'd,
which we captured and destroyed.

April 14.-Came to anchor in Diamond fDimer'sl Creek at 8: 15
a.m., in company with the Stepping Stone,~. Sent uoat on shore with
thirty men. Got underway and steamed down the river, having taken
from the wreck of the steamer Harriet De Ford one anchor and :30
fathoms of chain. At 9: 30 p. m. entered Corrotoman River. At 10: 30
disemuarked thirty men in charge of Acting Ensign C. B. Pyne to join
others from the Stepping Stoncs and Commodore Read on an expedition.

April 21.-At (j: 30 a:m. got underway and steamed for Muddy Creek.
At 7 came to anchor, landed thirty-seven men in charge of Acting
Ensigns Pyne amI Dyson and marched 10 miles into the country. At
10: 45 lauded five men ill charge of Mate L. C. Cowan. Party came on
board at 3: 15 p. m. Raiding party came on board at [,: 30 with baggage
of J. Sampson. At (j: 30 steamed out of the creek and up the Potomac
River.

April 23.-Steamed to the mouth of the Wicomico River amI came to
anchor. At 9 a. m. steamed np river, sent boat on small island, and
captured two men lying in the brush and brought them on board.
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Abltract log of the U. B. B. Jacob Bell, Ilaroh B, 1B83, to Kay 13, 1866.

March 8, 1863.-At navy yard, Washington,·D. C.
June 1.-A.t 4: 45 p. m. got uuderwayand stood up the [Rappahan

nock] River. At (j: 30 came to anchor off Carter's wharf to cover the
landing of troops. From 8 to midnight employed in transporting troops
a('ross the river aud landing at Carter's wharf.

June 2.-From 8 a. m. to meridian. Steamer Ella arrived and gave
us orders to convoy the army steamers down the river. At 1 p. m. {!ot
underway and stood down the river, in company with army transport.'i.
At 4 came to at mouth of river. Found steamers Anacostia, Creur de
Lioll, and Satelliti3 at anchor. Proceeded on, accompanied by Satellit6, .
up the bay and callie to anchor at Dividing Creek.

July B.-At 5 p. 1Il. arrived in mouth of the Rappahannock River.
July 12.-At 9 a. m. arrived at Union wharf. Sent 25 men and 1

officer on shore, At 11: 30 sent Mr. Schulze on shore to command the
expedition. From meridian to 4 p. m. received information from a
negro concernin~ contraband goods. Sent gig's crew in charge of
Paymaster Anderson for same goods. At 3: 30 p. JIl. paymaster returned
with 13gbarrels soda,4 barrels whisky,and 4 barrels alcohol. Expedi
tion proved successful. At 7: 30 p. m. Mr, Schulze and seven men
returned, leaving eighteen men on shore to stand guard on goods.

J1/ly l8.-At 1:15 p. m. stood down the river. Spoke the transport
Georf/e Peabody aground oft' Mathias Point. The rebels had been firing
into ber. Sent boats ashore to reconnoiter in charge of Actin~ Ensign
Benjamin Walker. From 4 to 8 p. m. Standing in to cover landing of
boat~. Went aground in 8 feet water. Resolute took a line and got us
off. Boats returned at 6 p. m. Got underway and took a hawser from
George Peabody. After trying some time parted our hawser. Came to
anellOr and lay by her all night.

J1tly 19.-At 6 a. m. got nnderway and went alongside tbe George
Peabody; took a lJawser, iu company with the Resolute, to tow her oft".
At 7 :30 let go and gave it up.

July 21.-U. S. transport George Peabody floated at i a. m.
July 27.-Arrived at Washington navy yard.
August 23.-At 12: 50 p. m. cast off from the Freeborn; stood over and

anchored oft' Mathias Poiut. At 9: 25 p. m. a colored man came on board
with the information that a schoonm' had run into Rose [Hosier's']
Creek. At 9 :40 got underway, stood down the river, and captured the
schooner Gold Leaj; of Washington, D. C., Captain Sebastian, and four
men, deserters from the rebel Army. Made her fast astern.

AI/gUilt 21.-At 9 a. m. sent two boats' crews, in charge of Mr. Walker,
on shore to see if there were any blockade ruuners up Amttix [Mattox!J
Creek. At 12 :30 p. Ill. officers and men returned from expedition up
Amttix [Mattox!] Creek, havingcaptnredone boat, which was destroyed.
At 12: 45 stood up the river and came to anchor oft· Maryland Point.
Sent 011 shore four rebel deserters aud turned .them over to Provost
Marshal Chase. From (j to 8 p. m. Sent cutter and four men to bring
prize schooner close to this vessel.

January 12, 1864.-At 8 a. Ill. went alongside the pier [Point Look·
out], received 50 soldiers, General Marstou and staft'; stood across the
river aJld into the Yeocomico. At 11:20 made fast to Kinsale wharf
and landed troops, etc.

January 15.-At 8:30 a. m. got &gronnd. At 12:30 p. Ill. U. S. S.
Yankee succeeded in haulillg us off. Ran alongside schooner and
received 100 soldiers on board, General Marston and staff. At 1 stood
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up the bay. At 5:15 went alougside the wharf at Point Lookout;
landed troops, etc.

January 2(J.-At 6:30 p. m. arrived oft· Point Lookout. At7 :40 army
tug hailed and reported prisoners escaping in transport steamer.
Slipped cable and started for her, army tug ahead of us. Fired four
rifled shot at her to try to bring her (transport) to, but it being so dark
could not tell how the sllOt struck. .

February 6'.-Drifting for blockade runners. At 5 a. Ill. anchored off
mouth of Machodoc Creek. At 8:30 a. m. seut cutter and gig armed
to destroy all boats capable of crossing the river. At 10:30 returned,
having destroyed one ll\r~e boat (dallgerouR to the flotilla), capable of
containing 40 persons; captured one large canoe, which had evidently
run the blockade lately. Got underway and stood down the river.

February 22.-St. Mary's HiveI'. At 6: 30 p. m. contrabands came on
board and gave information concerning a boat loaded with goods bound
for Virginia. Sent gig in charge of an officer ill search of her. At
9: 30 boat returned, having captured a boat attempting to run the
blockade, with one man, G. W. Garnett, the others haviug made their
escape.

February 2.'1.-At 8: 20 a. m. Rent prisonm', G. W. Garnett, on board
the schooner William Bacon. Got underway and stood down the river.

Jlarch 7.-At 8: 20 a. m. fleet got underway and stooll up the river.
At 9: 30 called all hands to quarters and commenced shelling the woods
on both sides; arrived near the head of the [PiankatankJ River; sent
gig in company with other boats to destroy the captured steamer Titan.
At 2 p. ill. boats returned. At 2: 15 the fleet got nnderway and pro
ceeded down the river, firing at intervals. At 4 came to anchor above
the mouth of the Piankatank HiveI'.

Jlfay 12.-At 6: 35 p. m. proceeded below Cherry Point; communi
cated with the Yankee, which lmd arrived from the Uappahannock.
We then stood up [Piankatank] Hiver. The Yankee grounded on Stove'
Point. 'Ve ran a line to her, but were unable to pull her off. Captain
Hooker came on board of us and we proceeded to Fishing Bay with a
launch in tow. At 10: 20 p. m. received three persons on board and
placed them under guard. Launch boat's crew and three officers came
on board to quarter for the night.

May 13.-At 6 a. III. Yankee, Currituek, FuchsuI, and transport Star
arrived aud anchored. Boats employed embarking troops. Captain
Hooker transferred llis flag to the Yankee. At 11: 30 all the fleet under
way; proceeded out the Piankatank and anchored at 11 : 45. Anacostia
came ill and anchored.

May H.-At 5: 30 a. m. sent all boats to assist in embarking troops.
At 2: 30 p. m. fleet got umierway and proceeded to the Rappahannock.
At 4: :m came to anchor in Lawson's Bay, in company with the Yankee
and Anacostia.

May l:j'.-At 10 a. m. all the fleet proceeded down the river. From
8 p. III. tu midnight. Sent a captured boat to the Dragon i got under
way at 9: 30; arrived off Piankatank amI cruised the remainder of the
watch.

May 16'.-At 4: 30 a. m. stood over to the Happahannock; came to
anchor in Butler's lIole. At 7 :50, in company with the Currituck and
Fuchsia, stood up the river. At 10 arrived off Carter's Creek. Sent
boats ashore to search for torpedoes, without success. At 10:45 boats
returned from 8hore, cast of1', and stood across the river. At 11 :30
again sent boat ill search of torpedoes; returned at 12:30. ProcE!eded
up the river. At I) p. ill. came to off Carter's wharf. Yankee and
Currituck sent armed boats ashore.
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.May l7.-At 2 a. m. the boats returned from shore with a quantity of
bacon. At 10:30, first division to quarters, opened fire on a number
of rebels on shore; distance about 700 )'811'£1. Meridian to -1 p. m. Lying
astern of the Ourrit1wk waiting for high water. The Fuchsia. atHi
Yankee proceeded up the river. We sent two armed boats ashore to
get information about torpedoes. At 5 boats returned. At 9:45 })l"O
ceeded up the river with the Ourrituck. At 10:30 she anchored above
Circus Point. Found the Yankee and Fuchsia lying at anchor.

May lB.-At 5:50 a. m. stood down river; spoke the Dragon; stood
down river again to the fleet. At 9 sent armed boats ashore above
Fort Lowry; returned, and we proceeded up the river. At 7: 15 came
to below Port Tobacco [Tobagol Bay.

Jliay 19.-At 4:30 a. Ill. the fleet got underway and I;tood up the
river, except the Ourrituck, which proceeded down. Oue boat from
each vessel was seut ahead to dredge for torpedoes. Dredged to within
a short distance of Port Hoyal; then returned on board. At 4: 45 p. Ill.

made fast to the wharf at Fredericksburg.
May BO.-At 5 p. m. came to ancbor off Port Hoyal. At 7: 15 pro

ceeded dowu a short distance; sent a boat asbore and burneU a small
~chooner.

June l2.-At 1:50 p. m. passed 'rappahannock. At 2:45 fired a 32
pounder la-second shell to bring to a small sloop.

June 13.-At 4: 30 p. m. discovered our cavalry ashore. Sent a boat
ami brought off tbe colonel. At 5 sent a boat into creek to procure a.
ferryboat. At 6:aO came to anchor off Rappahannock Creek.

June l5.-From 6 to 8 p. m. sent 40 rations on shore for the use of the
naval portion of the expedition. At 8:30 sent an armed crew 011 shore
011 duty.

June l6.-At 9: 40 a. Ill. passed Carter's wharf. The CmnmOlwre Read
hove ill sight with three transports in company. At 11 :30 came to

. anchor oft' Union wharf.
June 20.-At 9: 20 a. m. ~ot underway and proceeded down the river,

in company with the fleet. At 11: 40 off Union wharf; flagship sig
nalized stop, and then she commenced fiI'jng. Standing down the Rap
pahannock. At 12: 40 p. m. the Oommodore Read opened fire 011 Union
wharf. At 3:20 went alongside steamer State of Georgia and sent the
horses and troops on board.

June 22.-At 10 p. m. came to anchor off Sturgeon Creek; sent boat
expedition on shore. At 11 :45 boats returned. Stood over to the
Commodore Rea.d; received a mail; stood over to the Piankatallk
River; came to anchor oft' J acksoll Creek.

J1me 23.-0ft' Jackson Creek, watching for signals from shore. From
4 to 8 a. m. embarking men from shore. Bronght off six prisoner8.
Got underway at 6:30; proceeded out of the river; went alongside of
the CommodQre Read; delivered one horse and six prisoners.

July l3.-At 2: 20 p. m. made fast to the guard ship at St. Inigoes;
took on board a 30-pounder Parrott gun.

July n.-At 2 :30 p. Ill. arrived oft· the mouth of the Patapsco River,
boarded a schooner, and took the captain, Edward Wheatley. Also took
a small schooner in tow and brought the captain, J. A. Jones, on board
for pilot. At 4:50 ran aground; made every effort to get ofr without
snccess.

July l5.-At 1:10 a. m. floated off. At 9:30 came to anchor below
Gunpowder [HiveI'] bridge.

October (j.-At anchor in the Piankatank River. At 5 a. Ill. got
underway and drifted outside the river; captured boat containing two
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men. At 7 got underway; proceeded to the Rappahannock; came to
anchor off Sturgeon Bar. Put the two men captured in close confine
ment, they not being able to give a satisfactory account of themselves.

October ?-At 4:30 P., m. came to anchor off Point Lookout; deliv
ered two prisoners and two refugees.

November 15.-At 1 :45 p. m. sent a flag of truce ashore; brought off
a female refugee named Mrs. Sterrett.

Norember lB.-A t 3 p. m. went to Boyd's Hole; sent a boat ashore to
search for a hidden canoe. At 5: 15 boat returned from shore with a
small scow.

NOl'cmber 27.-At 2:30 p. m. came to anchor above Carter's wharf,
sent two armcd boats' crcws ashore. At 4:30 boats returned and we
proceeded down the river. Expended one charge of powder and one
shell for 30-pounder rifle. At 8 arrived at Corrotoman Bay; sent armed
boat's crew ashore. At 9 p. m. sent first and second cutters and dingey
ashore with armed crews; brought off 15 contraband -refugees. Stood
down the creek.

Not'cmber 28.-At 1:35 a. m. two shots were fired at us from the
shore. Called all hands to quarters and discharged 30-pounder rifle.
Arrived in Butler's Hole. At 9 came-to anchor; sent refugees on board
the Anacostia, except two men.

NOl'ember 30.-Ship lying at anchor off Union wharf, Rappahannock
HiveI'. At 9 p. m. rebels burning signals, white and red, on southern
side of river.

December l.-At 6:30 a. m. stood over to t.he south side of the river.
Sent two armed boats' crews ashore. Lying off Union wharf, Happa
bannock Hiver. Brought. oft· from shore ten flat-bottom boat8.

April G, 1865.-Cruising off Broad Creek. At 1') picked up two col
ored men in a canoe, they having made their escape from the captured
steamer Harriet De Fm·d.

April 15.-.At 10:50 a. m. communicated with the Ella and received
the mail, also news of the death of the President of the United States.
At 4:30 p. m. got underway and stood down the river. Oft· Nanje·
moy we lIlet the tug Neptune with dispatches for us. From 8 to mid
night, cruising between Maryland and Sandy points.

April 16.-Boarded amI searched several s('hooners; found all cor
rect. Cruising up and down tbe river. At 7 p. m. sent a boat with
six armed men, in charge of Acting Ensign A. Lewis, to cruise along
the shore. At 11 returned with two prisoners.

April 17.-At 6 a. m. commnnicated with the Don, and transferred
the prisoners to her. At 7 :30 sent the first cutter 011 shore with an
armed crew in charge of Acting Ensign Lewis and took a woman
prisoner by the name of Mrs. F. B. Dade, by order of commander. At
11 : 45 a. m. pnt the captured lady on board the Ella for passage to
Washington.

May lH.-Ship put out of commission, navy yard, Washington, D. C.

Abstract log of the U. 8. 8. Juniper, July 11, 1864, to Kay 26, 1866.

,July 11, 18G4.-Ship went in eommission.
,July 17.-At 1 a. m. hauled alongside the Wharf (navy yard, Wash

ington).
A llgust 2.-At 4: 45 a, m. hove up anchor and aceompanied two Gov

ernment transports to Virginia side to guard them while removing
some Government bridges. At 6 a. m. anchored off Aquia Creek.
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September 2.-At 7 p. m. communicated with the Sophronia and
cruised oft' Yeocomico. At 9 captured a small boat with four refugees
trying to make their escape into Maryland.

October 16.-At 2 p, m. anchored oft' Nanjenwy. At 7 saw a rocket
from Virginia side and fired two shots in that direction, one from 20
pounder Parrott and one from 12-pounder boat howitzer.

October lB.-At G: 30 p. m. sent a boat in search of blockade rnnners.
At 8 boat returned with prize getting ready to run the blockade, COll

taining three men and no goods.
October 23.-At 11 a. m. captured two refugees.
October 2L-From 12 to 4 p. m. Received on board two men 38.

prisoners for running the blockade.
March 8, lBb'5.-From 4 to 8 a. m. cruising off Wicomico River. At

9 fired one 10-second and three 5 second shell from 20-pounder Parrott
and three Schenkle shells from l2-pounder; shelling tIle woods on
Virginia shore at Matbias Point.

March 13,-At 9:30 a. m. came to anchor off Ludlow'R Ferry [Md.].
The Teaser carne alongside. At 10 sent two boats ashore to Rearch for
blockade nmners. Destroyed a large scow which we found in Pope'£l
Oreek, which [it] was impossible to bring to tbe beach.

Abetraot log of the U. S. S. Jl(orlle, Deoember 21, 1864, to lune 10, 1886.

March 13, lB65.-At 12: 45 a. m. passed Fort Lowry. At 1 :40 abreast
of Tappahannock; turned and stood down the river. At 5: 40 about
2 miles below Fort I,owry a battCl'y of two guns, one a Whitworth,
opened on this vessel fro111 the south side of the river. Immediately
beat to quarters and retnrned the fire, the army tug MosB/rood also
firing her batterJ·. At 7 tllC battery on shore ceased firing. This ship
continued shelling the woods all around iu the vicinity of the battery.
At 8:20 the Commodm'e Read came down the river and communicated.
At 9 :15 commenced shelling the woods in the vicinity of the battery.
At 10 :35 went above Fort Lowry to meet the Delatcare. Ammunition
expended: lOO·pounder Parrott percussion shell, 16; 100·pounder Par
rott 5-second 3, 10-secon114=7 Rllell; IX-inch Dahlgren 5-second shell
4, IX-inch Dahlgren 10-second 7, 15-second 7, concentric 10=2/;;
IX-inch Dahlgren shrapnel, 3; howitzer shrapnel, 2; canister, 1. At
2: 20 p. m. the J)elalrure went down the river, we lying off Tappahan
nock. At 3:20 we came down the river as far as l<'ort Lowry, met the
Defmru,re coming uPi were ordered to follow her. At4:iJO commenced
shelling the woods helow Tappahannock in company with the Delama,·e.
At 5:15 ceased firing and stood down the river. At 6:30 grounded on
Bowlers Rocks. Sent up two rockets, fired 24-pounder howit7>cr. At
7 p. m. got afloat, communicated with the Defalcare. At 7: 15 anchored
oft· Union Bluff. Ammunition expended: l00-pounder Parrott perCl1~

siol1 shell, 13; 100·pouuder Parrott 5-second shell, 1; lOO-pounder Par
rott 10-second shrapnel, 1; IX-inch Dahlgren 5-second sbell, 2; IX-inch
Dahlgren 10·sooond, 12; IX-inch Dahlgren 15-second shell, 4; concen
tric IIl·second shell, 3; grape, 1; howitzer shrapnel, 1.

.March 15.-At 11 a. m. sent an armed boat with three officers on
shore. The schooner E. J. Fefi!/ came in and anchored. The omeerR
received information on shore that 150 marines of the Confederate
Navy were in Mitchell's fMeacham's] Creek with three large boats,
intending to destroy the oyster Kchooners; also two of their men had
been dressed in the United States uniform, were acting as scouts.
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Abstract log of the U. 8. fl. l'rimrote, February 98, 1883, to April 19, 1886.

Feb1'uary 26,1863.-Vessel put in commission, navy yard,'Wa~hington.

Jfarch "",-Left the navy yard to join the Potomac Flotilla.
Jlarch 15.-At 8: 30 a. Ill. stood down the river in cbase of a boat

crossing the river. Fired 30-pounder rifle and bronght hel' alongside.
She proved to contain two refugees, a man and bis wife, with a few
articles of fUl'lliture, e~aping from Machodoc to Lower Cedal' Point.
Tuuk them on board and stood np the river to Passpahanza [Passpa
tunsy] Creek [Virginia], amI came to anchor. At 10: 50 got underway
and stood up the river, with an army captain and four soldiers on board,
taking them from Ludlow's Ferry to Pope's Creek to search the place
fur a suspicious party there. Finding nothing against the two refugees,
took them down as far as our station and let them go.

March 17.-At 10:20 a. m. stood down tbe river to 'White Point to land
Mr. Watson, by order of Lieutenant-Commander Magaw. At Mathias
Point delayed forty minutes to semI tbe cntter ashore to overhaul boat
on tIle beach. Found her old; would not float; destroyed her, then
proceeded down the Virginia shore to the above point. Arrived and
anchored off White Poin t at 1: 15 p. m. Landed Mr. \Vatson under the
escort of two armed boats' crews, as rebel cavalry were seen around.
Fired two shots from 30-pounder rifle to cover landing and keep the
rebels back. Left there at 3, with Mr. "\Vatson on board, for Nanjemoy
Stores.

J[arcl~ 23.-Left "\Yicomico River at 1 :05 p. m. and proceeded over to
Pope's Creek,Virginia, where we anchored at 2: };;. Armed boats landed
011 an expedition into Virginia. At4.: 50 boats returned, having expended
5G rounds of Spencer rifle cartridges.

Jfarch 21.-Came to anchor off Pope's Creek with the Teaser at 8:10
a. m. and sent armed boats ashore on an expedition. At 2: 55 p. m. came
tu anchor oft' Xomini Clift's, in company with tile Teaser, and sent armed
boats ashore, having seen boats on tIle beach. Armed boats returned
at 4:10, having l'aptured three boats at Nomini Clift's.

Jlarch 27.-Uame to anchor oft' Bluff Point, "\"a., in company with the
Teaser, at 12:30 p. m. Sent two anned boats ashore. Boats returned
at 5:30, having expended 75 Spencer rifle cartridges. 8too'd down the
river. Anchored oft· Cobb's Point.

March 2R.-Cruising slowly down the VirginilL shore. Sent armed
boats a.shore at Bluft' Point and at White Point.

jlfarch 29.-At 2 :45 a. Ill. armed boats returned, having gained impor
tant information relative to the smuggling of goods into Virginia., and
names of the parties enga.ged in the traffic. At 8: 10 p. m. arrived off
the mouth of Maddox [Mattox] Creek.

Mm'ch 30.-At 7 p. m. cruised along shore and retnrned and anchored
at White Point. At 7 :55 went ashore again on account of information
received while on shore first time.

March 31.-From 12 to 4. a. III. boats returned, having arrested 1\[1'.
Curley, of Monroe's Creek, Virginia, tor aiding in running the blockade.
Placed him on board tIle Tca~J('1·. At 9:30 stood up toward Mr. James
Sutton's and a~chored. .At 10: 10 sent armed boat's crew on shore and
m-rested :;\[1'. Sutton, bringing him on board.

.11pl·ill.J.-Overhauled a small boat with refugees from Richmond,
Va. Found them all right and let them go ove1' to Maryland. At 8 :50
a. m. proceeded over to Coan Hiver,and at 10 :40 sent armed boats ashore
under flag of trnce, in charge of Acting Master Street, by order of
Lieutenant-Commander .E. 1'. McCrea, for the purpose of vh;iting Dr.
Smith.
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[NOTE.-Frolll April 16 to May 1, 1863, the Primrose was servin~ in
the North Atlantic Blockading SquMron.-ColIPILERR.]

][ay 2.-In company with the Yankee arrived off the mouth of the
Rappahannock at ~ p. m.

May 4.-At 2 p. m. gave chase to a schooner·rigged boat that wa.s
running along the shore on the south side of the river. She ran up a
creek and escaped; we could not keep up steam. At 5: 05 came to
anchor off 'Windmill Point.

May B.-Up anchor at 4 a. m. and cruised along the south shore of
the Happahannock River; stood over to Carter's Creek and examined
all its branches. From 12 to 4 p. m., left for Corrotoman Hiver, took a
negro for pilot, and from him learned that a schooner had pass('11 up
the river the day before. We went up as far as we could and then sent
boats up. When our boats came in sight of the schooner her crew lea
in a boat. On boarding her we found her empty, but found some
packa~esof gold lace. The name of the schooner was scratched out.
Brought her alongside and stood for Windmill Point. Anchored at
8:40 p. m.

Jlfay 12.-At 7 a. m. sent armed boats up Carter's Creek to find con
traband goods. From 8 a. m. to 12 meridian: Armed boats returned,
capturing a small quantity of bacon, which was for the rebel Govern
ment. From 12 to 4 p. m.: Arrived at Urbana and sent arllled boats
ashore from the Primrosc, Ourrituck, and Satellite. Captured a lot of
goods (whisky, coftee, molasses, etc.).

May 13.:-At 9: 30 a. m. sent an armed boat up the creek in charge of
Acting Master Street, in company with boats from the Satellite, ()urt"i·
tuck, and Anacostia, capturing a quantity of bacon, etc. At 1: 30 p. m.
took the boats in tow and stood down the river about 2 miles, where
we came to anchor and sent boat ashore. From 6 to 8 p. m. boat
brought 011 board a lot of whisky.

May U.-From 8 a. m. to 12 m.: Boats from the Ourrituck, Anacostia,
and Satellite brought down a schooner that they had captured a.t
Urbana Creek.

11Iay 29.-Left the Rappahannock for Tabb's [Tapp's] Creek at 9 a. ID.
Came to anchor at 11. Sent boat ashore in charge of Captain Street.
From 12 to 4 p. m. boats returned, having seen the sloop Flying Cloud,
of Baltimore, lying sunk up the creek, having been sunk about two
weeks after landing her cargo of contraband goods. Sent a boat and
got her sails and rigging.

lIIny BO.-At 3: 15 a. m. up anchor for Tappahannock in company with
the Ourrituck, Anacostia, and Satellite. Chased a sloop alld fired 4
shots at her from 30-pounder rifie. At 9 came to anchor off Tappahan.
nock. Boats went ashore in charge of Captain Street, also boats from
the other vessels. Were attacked 011 landing by cavalry, who retired
to the woods. :Found some grain, etc., belonging to the rebel Govern·
ment. :Fired 3 shots from the 30-pounder rifle and 4 from ~4-pounder

howitzer to clear the woods of rebels. From 12 to 4 p. m.: Boats from
the fieet went ashore and destroyed 20,000 bushels of grain belonging
to the rebel Government. Boats returned at 3 and we proceeded down
the river at 3 :15.

June l.-At 12 a. m. sent a boat ashore, also one from the Oun'ituck
in company, for the purpose of arresting contraband goods traders.
From 4 to 8 a. m.: Boats returned, having captured four contraband
goods traders; also a lot of ~oods and two rebel fiags sewed up in
bells; ILIso a large sum of money. The fleet stood up river for Urbana,
where a number of our cavalry were waiting for transportation over
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to the north side of the Uappahannock. :From 8 a. m. to 4 p. m.:
Tramlports arrived and began to tnke troops on board to take them to
the other side. From 8 to 12 midnight: Cast ofl' from the Currituck with
armed boats from the Anacostia and Freeborn, and proceeded about 1
mile below Urbana and landed boats to get some contraband goods.

June 2.-From 12 to 4 a. m.: Armed boats returned, having found
ono crate of crockery ware, one dozen hayforks and spades.

June .'I.-Stood for Piankntank River and anchored. At 7 p. m. sent
armed boat ashore. Boat returned, having received information that
there were four rebel officers ashore. Up anchor and proceeded to the
Orusader and came to anchor. They sent an armed boat ashore, and
one went from us.

June 4.-From 12 to 4 a. m.: Armed boats returned at 12: 30 a. m., the
rebel officers having escaped. From 8 to 12 m.: Sent armed boat up
the creek in company with boats from the Anacostia to raise the sloop
Flying Cloud. From 4 to 6 p. m.: Armed boats returned, having the
sloop' in tow; found four auger holes in the bottom.

June 10.-0ft' Blakistone Island. At 10:45 p. m. was bailed from
the island. Sent the boat ashore in charge of Acting Master Street
and captured seven men crossing from Virginia; found them to be
principally refugees; only oue held nH a prisoner of war.

June l/.-Came to anchor off Staftord Mills at 12 :30 p. Dl.; sent an
armed boat nshore on an expedition into Virginia. Boat returned at
5: 50, bringing two prisoners captured for running the blockade.

June lR.-Sent armed boat ashore at Stafford Mills, Va., and released
one of the Dlen taken as prisoner June 17.

June 20.-From 12 to 4 p. m.: Boarded the sloop Richard Yaux, she
not having a pass for the Potomac River, and her papers not correct,
was seized as It prize.

•11Ily ll.-At 10:30 a. m. sent armed boat's crew of eight men ashore
in charge of Acting Master's Mate Stewart, and through information
gained while on shore of l\ gang of blockade runners pursued and took
one named Captain BarriR, alias Payne, and returned to the vessel at
11:30. At 12:30 p. Ill. sent an armed boat's crew of nine meu on
shore, having obtained information that two others of tbe blockade
rUllIlerR were there. ()btained more valuable information and returned
at 3::30.

•July l7.-From 8 p. m. to 12 midnight: Sent armed boat ashore in
company witII the C(£ur de Lion. At 11: 50 boats returned witb a lot
of contraband goods captured in Cockle Creek JCuCkold Creekn

July 20.-At 9: 30 p. 111. stood out to the guar sbip and procee{led np
the river as convoy to the transport steamer ])etroit, sbe having desert
ers on board in a state of mutiny.

July 21.-Left the ])etroit off Aquia Creek and returned down the
river.

•July 23.-At 10: 30 a. m. sent armed boat I\sbore. Proceeded up the
river. Armed boats returned at 12: 30 p. m., having obtained informa
tion tbat some goods had been landed at Nomini Clift's. Sent an armed
boat with ten men on shore. At 6: 10 armed boats returned, bring-ing a
rebel picket's horse, captured 6 miles from the Rappahannock River;
the rebel made his escape. Also vh'lited Mr. Washington Baine's house,
baving been informed that he bad crossed from Maryland last nigbt
with goods for Richmond. Took on board a lady refugee and cllil'1ren
am] landed them at Blakistone Island.

•Jul.l/ 27.-At 4: 30 p. m. proceeded np the Wicomico IUver, where we
arrived aud anchored at 5 p. m. At 7: 15 two armed boats went ashore.
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•July 28.-Armed boats retnrned at 2: 50 a. m., bringing on board the
following prison&s: Zacariah Posey, Perry Davis, alld Wa~hingtou

Goodrich, who were captured by our boats, iu company with the detec
tive force from Washington.

August 2.-At 8:40 p. m. armed boat went 118hore.
August .'I.-Lying at anchor off Nomini Creek. Boats retnrned at

4: 25 a. m.; captured two boats with some salt.
September 4.-At 8: 30 a. m. arrived off Mathill8 Point; discovered a

flag of truce on shore. Sent a boat ashore and brought off two desert·
ers from the rebel Navy, wbo took the oath of allegiance.

April 29, 1864.-At 12: 30 p. m. the Clml7nodore Read signali7.(~:1 to
open fire, which we did, expeuding one 3O-pounder percussion shell. one
solid shot, and tbree 24-pounder shrapnel. At I:?: 4;"') ceased firing and
came to anchor off :Mathias Point. At 1 : 15 the Commodm'c Read sig·
nalized to send armed boats on board. At 1 : 25 boat with ten men and
al1 officer left the ship for her. At 6, boat returned, and at 6:30 got
nnderway and steamed down the river.

Jlay 2.-At -1: 20 p. m. proceeded, in compauy with the Teaser, down
river. At;'l, in obedience to orders, opened fire on Mathias Point. At
6 received orders to cease firing. Expended fifteen 3O-pounder percus
sion shell, fifteen :J!-pound charges for same, and 22 shrapnel and 2
shell for :?4-pounder Dahlgren howitzer.

Jl/ay (i.-At 1 p. m. communicated with the guard ship off Alexandria
and received from her 6 boxes of ammunition. At 7: 15 picked Dp a
boat containing one man who gave his name as Frank Arthur, It mid·
shipman of the C. S. Navy. Fonnd nothing upon him but official papeJ'"
from tIle rebel Navy Department.

~!tfay lB.-At 11 a. m. proceeded to Maryland roint~ Spoke two
sloops, the T. Bcrrll and Alina JIll-ria, and learned from them that they
were driven from Nanjemoy Creek by a llarty of armed citizens.

j[ay :!'''.-At 8: 30 Il. m. got underway and drove off four schooners
from near the telegraph cable. Came to anchor at Boyd's Hole. At
4: 30 p. m. the steamer A mgo came within hail and 118ked. assistance to
land troops; sent gig- and cutter and four men for that duty; boats
returned at (j: 20.

JUIIC l.-At 4: 30 p. m. chased a boat containing three men, coming
from the Virginia shore. Sent gig ashore with three armed men, who
caught them after It chase through the woods. They gave their Barnell
and Btatcd that they were deserters from the rebel Army. Searched
them; found nothing suspicious.

June 6.-At 9: 15, off Aquia Creek, picker1 up five Union eoldiers
(escaped prisoners) and two rebel soldiers (deserters) on a raft trying
to cross the river.

Junc lB.-At 9: 30 p. m. saw a fire in the direction of Aquia Creek;
got underway and steamed np the river. At 9: 45 opened fire on the
hills and woods back of Aquia Creek, but with what effect conld not
be ascertained. At 11 : 15 cell8ed firing and steamed down the riVl.'f.

Jlllle 19.-At 12: 30 a. m. ran in under the land and opened fire on
the Virginia shore in the direction of the telegraph station. At 1
ceased firing and steamed up to Maryland Point and came to anchor ~
1: 15. Ammunition expended during the shelling of the past thirty-gU
honrs; Parrott30·pounder rifle, 28 percussion shell; Parrott 3O-pounder
ritle, twenty-eight 3!-pound charges; 24·pounder howitzer, 9 shell,4
canister, 15 shrapnel, fixed ammunition.

•TlIly It.-Steamed across the river into Boyd's Hole. At 6:30 p. m.
proceeded up the river. At 7: 30 beat to quarters for action, firing



0003sibllally in. the, "'fOOdel on- tire .Yirgillilll f1Qore in; tJhe heigh&rhOod
df: the Nbet Imteries.! '~t1.rinfHhav.iatr-1hted'nineEiheU, fuwH!4
pouoOeJ', Mld: llve,ao.pooDder.At l:~:lU'riVfJll,and came to ari.ooOll.Ot!
taeiuwy,yard;'i'WI1IlUBI:,'1:OII.: 1 ,I ,',~I :'! "', '1,,'1, I ,;-,' 'I, ,:

,&tptlllOOw'O;......At,5: 20 i l)..m.,~okei the:'gnard 19htpoff'~St. George?sl
!@iaad. :.sllOol1 npI the river;,: At 1l:'30,p.cIDI 'oapmtere 8o 'boato.tteliptt
ing ";rwi ael108sllo the;Vitginiu,shOl-e'wittlgoods-and (oullJueor

September 28.--At 7: 40 p. m. ftwd: t\ro shtapnel1irdm ,tlie'fot~d :gtt11l'
ido·tbe' V.i~Diai8bo~Qt.lYIigbtiaebare. ' II., ".;. '

October 18.-GaptD.Yoo r s'boatl· oontaining· thee ,oolotMnlen"boulld
fRomM:a.ryI8oud,toi\~irginilll.'·'-_·';' ". !. i" II ":1"1:-. - "

I, Dectm&bqrllill~ ti9e. ~O' rp. 'm;, captui'a<t '& ,boiatl'lOODtaining .twO blOOk·
ade runners. Set theibcilo.'I1l1Citifi'Rlld';ra-n:'hel"dhrttn.' I .. ", 11;:

., FtflJr'ua:71J 21~'1865.~.M; ,i ~'JlU lUI, In.-'dieeoJleroo, t",~, boats on tbeVir·
ginia eholleJ' !Firedi' Olle, il5·lleatIDcl, ebJiapitel:and> two' 'perbnllSion, sheW
n.n.fAO-'polloderi 'l'i1re o.c, them'.- :' SeutJ-' dUtlter 'with' a.rmed- ~'" in, pin..
suit. At 8: 15.bheiont&r'returuedwibh: bOOh bollot8:ccmta.ining 18,refu·
gees; 101 black 'aDd $- white, a.Bd 1;bloclroolHun LIe; j ..

.. tBellt'aaiflYll2lt.....:At 10' a.;: WI a imUl.H'bo~ c&we ia}()tlgllllide' from ,the Vir.:
giilial shote ocmtaining: three deserters ifrom the .rebel ArmYi WhOg3V6
ti1e*1se1ves up. :': I. i' '" " . I : , " ,I i, :, "

February 23.-Cruisiug. At 7· I 3O'a;. m~,ca.pClOr8d:. 'small ,bll:~BUI 00l1'
taininihg'fotlrl,t~Uored: ref.elhrlille att6mpt~ .ro crolls tllePotomac

. ~Vugiliia;' I, : :' '. ' ':1 " "

·.rr," ·'I·j·I'!' I. 1;1 .,' -...,........." I':'!; " .
. ,

'fl ,1/1 I; t 1'1:' 'I",.:, I , " d,' 1! 'jl :. I • i, • , :. I, ",

I!I. ;. ~~t'IliS'Ii! tM V.'II. iJ.r 8&WIlite, ~etlemll.~ ,ie, '1181;, to ~ptemler 1lI, 1881,
! I ~ , I I: f ( •I j ". I I ,. I 1 :, I! ' : + • _ • I ~,,,.; " I . I " 1 J. I I I I .,I :' .' I, I":: ; ,

December 16, 1861.-At 3:15 p. m. weighed anchoran(i '~ed:
dQwJl>~Qtlyt)ppoliiteb!arJlland BoinAillwJthtbe JJ. S~ S, Freebarf', and
fired two shells on shore amI returned'ioiau.cbOl.'at L1V6~P.t. ' "
i,.QeCffnHr.,2;}~t l~I30lp. m. saw, Wrillg, t'romt·tlJe rebels at Boyd's

B,olc;: weighed aoubot, aDd,p~d(i)wll the MaryJand shole; saw
a. ~U« oft' Ule .JKlIint disabled, Ib)f.t~reb6lal, proceeded, to render
a,id~ when the 1'60e18' .opeaed fired ,upon ,us,: httting' the wbelhowre.o
twjee;, the,& .retm'ned t}J.a lite, fhlulg~n -ahe116.. . . ,:' .

January 7, 18G:.!.-At 12: 30 p. In. steamer Island BeUe came with an,
<rnloc fQ~ us: tQ,w.eigh allohor l'mLfullow her,wbiolI w.a15 doo.e immedi
a,twy, $ad went to Fox'a plMCOO tbe Virginia. sbo~ w.ber& we found'
t}J.,ellltc6lDlul FrMhorn, q,uQ'comm6llood, fil1ing, and .flredJ thllee 6hells from:
each gun. ,,', '.'":,, : I ,\,:

, J{l4lIU(f.lI/J~ Jj 8. J.DI. proeeeded down'to. ,the Vag'OOrla side oppo.aite
~J)}itb18:Poiu t, ,a.nd oOUlnwn~dU1zowing shell, on '&laorB, throwing, 13;
from:tb/!l. forward guu aDd 16 room ,the atlerguu, ~ithont, ally a.D8W611
fNJU,sha.re, ' "', ':,1, ,1'1 ':1 ,,,, ",,: , " /l

"Ja,,~"r(Y.J.L.~t41JQ.p. m. pmooeded-acros8th~ riv.et,fl'OIIl Liverpool
FQwt,: IWd, thnew ,~blee sbells. from leach, gUll: on shore., ' ' .,' , '.:, i. "

.]i'ebrJ4f,f"W l~..-Tbill day theiU. B. S. ]JlU'rrHt,.lA1i6 aame dOWll I p8at ,the'
bAtteries~a.ceo~po.ll;.oo, by~ ,JacQb..BeU and Bl/),tCnore, The::l'ltbela(
open~ q, hot·f\~1 ooe abell paSliing :through the llar.r.idLml!i'8 PGl1! pad-f
dIeb~ cijilabliJlll bel'. , At 10:,00 Q". :lll.·w.entl to her Msiata,pce., .'
\ JlIlWCh,,I.-+Atr10:30 a. m~ proceeded ae.roes :'he;riv.8l'< and, fired..~
s~J$'oUlt,tha,P~J!Qtt gun. ' At 2, p. 01. ,prooeeded,ac.r0lil8 itOO ~i'ter with
thQ,Hte~ IB/4,,~ Bello, Wid fired three: sh.eUsirom. the :Parrott. guo..'
ollp:fr~JJl !~~&-inc\l g,lUl. . I ,'" I

N W R-YOL 5---0.-30:' I',,": i" ;, , " .\ ,': :. )
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Marck 5.-At 1 a. m. proceeded across to Aquia. Creek; fired two
shells from the Parrott gun; proceeded up the river, and came to oft"
Wade's Bay. At 3 a. DJ. proceeded across the river and fired fourteen
10·second shells from the IX-inch gnn, and six sand-filled shells from
the Parrott gnn, then proceeded to Wade's Bay and came to anchor.
At 10 a. m. proceeded across to Aquia Creek with the U. S. S. Islaltd.
Belle, and fired two sand-filled shells from the Parrott gun, the rebels
returning the fire, but doing no damage.

March B.-At 5 p. m. ran a{Jross to Boyd's Hole, and fired four shots
from the Parrott gnn and two shots from the 8-inch gnn.

Marek 9.-Saw the woods and buildings on fire 00 the rebel batteries.
Marek 10.-From meridian uutil 6 p. m. employed in getting off shot

and shell from the rebel battery at Cockpit Point.
Marek l3.-At 10 a. m. ran across to Potomac Creek, and fired three

15-second and one lO-sooond shell from the 8·ioch gun and one 7-second
and four shots from the Parrott gun into a rebel camp, they returning
one shot. At 10 p. m. anchored below Taylor's Landing.

Marck 14. -At 5: 30 a. D1. saw some pickets arouud au old bam; then
fired seven 5-second shell from the 8·inch gun and three shots from the
Parrott gun. At 1 p. m. the U. S. steamers Yankee and Anacostia
passed down and shelled the upland battery at Aquia Creek, they
returning the fire, but doing no damage.

Marck 20.-At 1 a. m. took a launch load of soldiers on hoard,
weighed anchor, aud proceeded to Taylor's Landing. The soldiers then
proceeded to shore, accompanied by the captain and one master's mate
and boat's crew. At 6, the launch and boat coming off, weighed anchor
to pick them up. At 7 took them on board] and seeing some pickets on
shol'e, fired three 5-second shell from tile 8·wch gun and two shot from
the Parrott gun.

Ma,rck 24.-At 11 p. m. took on board 200 soldiers with a launch in
tow and proceeded down the river.

11Iarch 25.-At 2:30 a. m. came to anchor near Boyd's Hole and
landed the troops. At 6 the troops returned and commenced embark
ing; at, 7, all on board, started up the river, when the rebels fired. a
volley of musketry at us, not reaching us. We then fired eleven
5-second and one 15·second shell from the 8-inch gun and from the Par
rott gun.

April 13.-At 3: 30 p. m., the Jacob Bell coming down, aU command·
ing officers went on board. At 4: 30 formed a line and proceeded down
the bay. At 11: 10 the fleet came to anchor near the town of Urbana,
in the Uappahannock niver.

April1-1.-At 6 a. m. the Jacob Bell sent a boat inshore, but being
fired upon by the citizens, did not land, but returned without damage.
The fleet then weighed anchor. The Jacob Bell opened fire. At 7:20
we fired one 15-second shell from the after gun without any response.
At 7: 40 llroceeded up the river. At 11: 15 came to an encampment
and opened fire upon it, and fired 3 shots from the forward gun and one
15-second shell from the after gun, and found it evacuated. Then sent
boats on shore to destl'OY the works, and proceeded up the river. At
1 : 30 p. m. the fleet came to anchor off the town of Tappahannock, they
setting a flag of truce. The commodore went on shore, hoisting the
Stars and Stripes. At 4:30 proceeded down to --with the Island
Belle. The captains went on shore with two boats each and an officer,
and destroyed the remainder of the encampment and searched some
houses. At 7:.30 all on board, weighed anchor, and proceeded to Tap
pahannock, where the rest of the fleet was lying.
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April 15.-At 6: 30 a. m. saw a sloop comiDg down the river; the
Island Belle went over to her; the crew anchored her and left her; the
Island Belle took her as a prize, she being loaded with fish. At 8:30,
weighed anchor with the fieet and proceeded down the river. At 11
came to anchor off a creek; the Island Belle went up and brought two
schooners oft'. At 1: 30 p. m. the fieet weighed anchor and proceeded
rlown the river. At 2: 20 came to anchor at a wharf. Commanding
officem went on shore, and took away one horse and two soldiers belong.
ing to the rebel Army.

April 16.-At 5: 15 a. m. proceeded ont of the Rappahannock River,
the other vesBels following.

April 19.-At 10 a. m. stopped oft' the town of Tappahannock. At
11 the fleet proceeded np the river. At 3 p. m. took the schooner Sarah
Ann, of New Berne.

April20.-At 5 a. m. took the rebel schooners Sarah Ann and Sabine,
of Tappahannock, in tow, and proceeded to Port Royall Va. ]. At 1 p. Ill.

the master of the Anacostia came out of a creek below Port Royal with
the I'ebel steamer Eureka, of Georgetown, as a prize and the crew as
prisoners. At 2, Mr. Hovey, master's mate, came out of the creek wit.h
a rebel steamer. The Eureka had a small schooner in tow, loaded with
whisky and stores.

May 5.-At 8: 30 a. m., the Robert LeHlie came down and towed us to
the IWashington I navy yard.

June Y.-Received orders to proceed down to Fortress Monroe. At
6:45 p.m. pl'oceeded down the river.

Ablltraet log of the'D'. 8, 8. Thomas Freeborn, Karch 22, 1863, to lune 17, 1861l.

jllarch 22, 1863.-Lying oft' Nanjemoy Stores, Potomac River.
September 23.-At 5:30 a. m. came to anchor in Butler's Hole. At

6: ~O discovered a schooner on fire in the mouth of Old Haven Creek.
[Milford Haven Creek]. Got underway and proceeded down the
bay; spoke the U. S. bark Young Rot'er and enquired concerning the
vessel; they replied that they knew nothing of her. On account of
heavy sea were unable to send a boat; could we have done so could
1I0t have saved her, as she burned to the water's edge. There were a
number of boats near her, apparently taking goods from her. Think·
ing her a blockade runner, we fired upon them and rlrove them off.
Proceeded np the bay. Expended two 5·second shells, one lO·second
shell.

illarch 6, 1864.-At 12:30 p. m. army steamer General Brel~ster came
in; steamed out to meet bel'. At 3:30 the Fuchsia arrived, and reported
the capture of two steamers, G. B. McOlellan and Titan, by the rebels.

March 7.-At 8:30 a. m. got underway and proceeded up the [Pianka
tank] River in company with the Fuchsia, Jacob Bell, Otwrituck, and
Commodore Read. After going up about 5 mileH, commenced shelling
the woods on both sides; received no response from the enemy. At
11: 30 discovered the captured steamer Titan lying above Haley's farms,
on the opposite side, bumed to the water's edge. Anchored and sent
three boats up to examine her. Ammunition expended.: For 68-pounder,
eight 15'8econd, three lO-second, four 5.second; for 32-pounder, two
5·second, one 5·second; shrapnel howitzer, ten Schenkle.

March H.-At 8:15, while cruising up the river (Piankatank), dis
covered lights on the northern shore, and found people making salt ill
pits, which were destroyed.



April.oo.-At 11 ... Pl. p1'O('eedM clown the [Rappahannock] Riwr,
ooin~ Kentl dO.1I to Urballa to seejitMeu~Ol'eapiedtheplace. M
l~:au p. m. t.rrivetl oft' lJrbaOIl. At·~ ,pro~ed np the river aud an"
cbored 00' Farnham (Jreek, iM ~paDJ wUh ,be fleet. At 0:30 1le6t.
proceeded down tlle river. . .

April .:n.-At 9 3. Ill.'got 8U,(lerway :wi~h aD armed. boat from Ute
Oom'HlOdortl Read in tow, ond proceeded acrolil8 the 'river to ParroWs
Creek and I\lWhored. &atI'.. boat weut oa sham. AmlBOllition
expended, two~·inchshell, lO-secondH; one 5-!:'econd 8be11 for 32-ponnder;
Que 5-second tor ~,."iuer; one /::1dJ.onkIeMueIl.. At 11: 15 boats retnrued
from shore. At 5: 45 came to anchor oft' COr.rotOlllll.ll River in tJ8Epany
with the Beet. At 6:45 gOG uooerwa1aa4 l>p(W6d he on tbel8barp
shooters Oil the shore.. .Ammunition eoxpel1ded: 00& lO·seoond ant
three 5-second shell for .68,pounder; one lO-8econd, ibree i)·i\t!cOnd fur
3.~·pounder; fi ve Sohenkle 'ehell 1M howitzer. ' From 8, to midnight:
Crw8ing off Bog HOU88 Bay, firfn.g a.u.ot every llour.

April .<!.2.-From lUidlligM to4a. m.: Still Cl"uifting. Ammanition
expended from 68·pounder, four 8ta1Kl grllo\lel 33,poulJder, foor 5-8eoond
Yell; ODe SehenkJe shell from howitzer.· From 8 to m~id.iaD.; Expendet.
ODe Sohenkle 8h.ell from 12·poundor b..ntzfll".

May 31.-At 6 a. m. came to auchor off Port Royal, Va.., in. oompaay
with ,the fleet. At 3:20 p. m. proceeded down. the l'iverin C6lDpBlJy
with the fleet and a number of transportl!lloatlcd with troops. Ammu,
nition oxpended: Twelve grape ll&II.idw, two ahell, 5'lMlOOlld, froIIlfiS.
pounder; tau percussion t;hell from30·pouuderParrtltt; B~e Sebenkle
shell; one grape from 12-pounder howitzer. At 9: 45 anchored oft'Car·
tar't; wharf.

June 6.-At 4:30 a. m. stearued down the bay. Captured a canoe off
Windmill Point with five refugee8. Came to anchor off Butler's Bole.

June lS.~At 6,a,. w .. came to~r oft· Layto~'s wbart: Fr0Dl8 to
meridialll Seuto~sllQre oue howitzer, -mui,pmeu1:8, and ammuuiti.oU'. .At
7 p. m. howitr.er brought back and put 011 bolU'd. At 8 :30 \Voot Rlollg·
side the wba,d aud took ~u bQal'd ,ar Ulllnber of cavalr)' horses, C&y~r
~~u, etc.;~ off Mil swcho.red. Two tr&PSpoJ'ts arrived.
, JUlie 1.9.-At ;3 a. m. ateaDled down the river~ fulIO\~edby ~he CODl/llOc

tkJre ,Rc(.(ii ~d four tram;ports. ,Ca.me to a.ncbor off TappahaullOok."t
6 a.. Ul. lh'om 8 to midn,ight. aa8~tillg ,CQlouel DrnpQr to get hili tIwP6
oft . , .. .. ,_

June 20.......At an<:bor oft' Butler's HQle. Ai 9 ~30 p. m. the transport
Georgi-amI came alQugrj\ue llllU. WQ~ ii4etr~8 a~~ bOfIJ~S. ';

June BO.-At 2:45 p.In. SPilt two armed boats ashore; destroyed ~t.
works, grain, agdcultural implemeAlt&, ate. .' ., ., _.. ' . . '
,J~tly S.-A.t 9 p. Ul.callle to aUOOQr in,Div~ding Cfeek. S~t .w,lUea

aud.1 otlioer on au ex.ptl(litiou witbttt~ Rei4lfs. and Fl«:I48ia',,~1l in
charge Qf -Aotillg J'Ilaater W. T. Street., , ' " '

J Illy 4.-At lOp.. ill.· 1I1en returued from,ex~itiQ~.; . , .
September 21.-At 5:~5 a. 01..el\ro~ to anchor; off Stingr~y Point.

Sent ashol"eto remove the flllUily ,of Mr. Jam~ they paving taken tile
oath of aIleghwoo. . , . '.

OctofJer .<!O.-At 11 a. m. came to ,a~cbQr. Sent cntter up. ~riV6l' ta
dl~ag for torpedoes. At 2 tired two ~0-poU\ld6r l:ib~ fr4Jm howitzer~
stood up the river to Lowry'8 Point,; ~heu :went lIo~l\tt and. stood,d,Hfll.
river. At 4: 30 .took oft' two familioo.frOJJl ..Uallash.i.[ Mpuaskou '] ww.rf.
At 5:20 cpmmeneed l:ihelling t4e country llrrouud and then stood QD'fll
river. At ~:30 came tp a.aobo~ 9ft' StJllgl'"y IMu~. I :
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October 21.-At 9 p. m. fired a 5-second shell from 64-pounder at a
light on shore. At 9 :30 came to auchor iu Jacksou Creek [Piankatank
River].

October 26.-At 1: 45 p. m. fired three 30-pounder shell at some men on
shore. At 9 came to anchor oft' Saunders' wharf and landed 60 men to
go on au expeditioll.

October 27.-Frorn 8 to meridian: Fired one 10-seeond shell from
64-pounder, two 5-seconJ shell from 30-pounder, and three 5·secoud
from llOwitzer. Standing down the river.

December 4,-At 10:50 a. m. eame to anchor oft' Mathias Point. Sent
a boat ashore under a flag of truce. At 11:10 boat returned with It rebel
eaptain, J. M. Carter, Company I, Forty-fifth Georg-is. At 11 :15 stood
up the river and came to anchor oft' Nanjemoy Stores. At 7: 30 p. m.
sent an armed boat on picket duty in Pope's Creek. Saw signals made
from Pope's Creek to Mathias Point. At 8 came to anchor.' At 9
picket boat returned.

jlfa.rch 3, 1865.-At 9: 10 p. m. came to anchor off Cherry Point. At
10:30 Acting Master W. T. Street went on shore with an armed boat's
crew to capture some rebel soldiers.

jlfarch 4.-At 2:30 a. m. the boat returned; had captured two rebel
soldiers. At 6 got underway, picked up a sailboat containing one man,
supposed to be a blockade runner. Dressed the ship with flags. At 12
the Commodore Read signaled to fire a national salute.

lJlarch 6.-At 6: 10 a. 10. I'ltood into Hutler's Hole; came to anchor and
received on board two rebel prisoners.

March 7.-At 9:30 a. m. sent a boat ashore and brought oft' four rebel
soldiers.

March 8.-At 6 a. m. stood over to Cherry Point; a boat came along
side containing four rebel deserters, took them on board and stood over
to Rappahannock and came to anchor ill Butler's Hole.

~lI1arch 29.-At 12: 25 p.m. stood up Yeocomico mver. At 2:20 sent
a boat ashore to get information. Coming down the river espied a
number of rebels 011 shore and fired two shells at them.

April6.-At 10 a. m. spoke the Yankee; stood into Indian Creek;
COUIIDlluicated with the Commodore Read. At 11: 30 proceeded up the
creek ill company with the Gmur de Lion and Heliotrope; commenced
shelling the woods. At 12: 25 p. m, steamed down Dimer's Creek, shell
ing the woods on both sides. At 2: 30 discovered the steamer Harriet
De Ford with large force of the enemy engaged in wrecking her. \-Ve
opened fire on them aud landed with three armed boats, hotly engaging
the euemy. The euemy having almost destroyed her, we, finding that
.she could not be gotten off, destroyed her, then returned down the
river with the steamers Commodore Read, Cmur de Lion, aud Heliotrope.
Ammunition expended: Seventeen 8·inch shell, twelve 30-pounder
shell, three 12·pounder sllell , 173 pounds powder. Lost three saber
bayonets and one cutlass OIl the expeditiou.

May 30.-At 8:35 a. m. went alongside the wharf, navy yard, Wash
ington.
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'M~IJl~ti&J lJAW'OOl\V~~ jp. thi~ citiv~~~~ j\I$() fJ;om ape.uaJ,d,ty 81t
;Wll$lliq~r~ ,CQ~MCtOO \Y~thtlle,fiisQip)ine of the f1ervi(~.. .. I':

'J. Y~thl,~ij;yt9Pee«ltp)Wstnn"M.a~... a~Q.. when Ule U. S.',llteQ.Jll,tiri;gl\W
,Jtl i"MI9fqqliflaU,b13rp1IIt j~ ,~m~.~oP! YflU ~ill .hQi8t your,. fl.8!g, pnlw~
that vessel anQ·.!~w~,t ,t~A·~~IA~tructioPB,of:tlle,P~pwlm~J)t." f

I am, respectfully, .. . '.h ,,' :!
: I i'l ,',', . i UIDEON WELLES.

,~. ,.n.. \~'J:'fl.Qi<»IAM, U. S. NavYl
" Was/angt!Yl&. "I', :1, I

,!ft~.r:t ofFl'H/'OtfWe-r ~tringhalll, .~~ $: Na1'y., r,ep(f.r.di"g ~he, (ml"di{iO?'-
, OJ ti,e .fkJfJHhpj}[11ln:e8(/(<<. .

.. '," ','" i. " , NAVY YARD, BOSTON, April 11, 1861.
~ll;I .Itava io. rapo.r. Jl1YMr~v.a1 ,~Ii tl\l~s,pllW1ejn o.bedieQce to your

order ofl t1)('1 ~tb ins~\l~. ,1. nu(ltbe shin ill a r~pid stllteof forwardness.
CllI)tralll ,l)U$P\l is drivjI)g M faltJt ij.!j }lOtlsibl£j, with evely prqhabUi~of
baving her ready for her off\<l~s,~:~~W,i», ~Qoqt fift~1l days. ,

I Hh,~ll~Ye M8i~1 for. }3rooklyn this afternoon to complete my neces·
8~y "'I1Ia,l~nents for Ilea, but shall retul'll in a week to remain until
the ship sails. " I I . . I

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
8. H. STRINGHAM,

, n' \ "G'l"", ........., . t· ,\ \', I, Flap·01fi.cer, If· ~. 1(a;vll. \
. non. IDEON n EL'r'.ES, \' ,

&cre,ta'lI of tile Na'IJ'Y; Washington, D. c.
\ ' ,,' "\"" ',', '\ 'i

, : .. , ' 1" . ~ i .' _. ~, :c; I, II!, • 1,':1 I: I :: I : I,' d
, • j . j j .; \ J I ~: " l:; 'J ',' ." ; I 'I; " ,I . I j I ' I , , I

Order of the Secretary of the Na1'Y to Flag. Officer!8tt'ingllttmj lJ. 8J N."'IYJ,
to proceeq.,ta;Hamp'lYilJ ,Road.., ,fa. " i

.;r! r: .,. ',:;"1 r.: . (l ,;..-.
ConJjd~Jltj8il.~ NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 22, 1861.

SIR:' The exigency of the "met!! ,mtd ~ellt Ideve16pmeDta: reodoc it
nece8sarythat there should be a change from the arranJrement as nnder·
stood ~..r~~~,r4,,1t? Y~\lf. servi~ at tp~"tilne you Ie,ft W~biD~D. It

. . ""'. , , • , , ,617
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GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

------ --------

will therefore be necessary that you proceed immediately to the mouth
of Hampton Roads with the M'nnesota, to protect our commerce, sup
press piratical or illegal demonstrations, and guard the public interests
in that quarter.

As the mails and telegraph are interrupted, I send you these brief
and general instructious by special messenger, who will deposit this
letter in the New York post-office, or some other office beyond the point
of interruption. I shall endeavor to send you more full instructions
before your departure, but I would not have you delay sailing one
moment after yon can get underway for further orders. Details and
special instructions cau be communicated to you after your arrival at
Hampton Roads, wbere your presence and that of your ship are required
with all possible dispatch.

You will have seen. the two proclamations of the President, one of
the [15th]· and the other of the J19th] t instant, and are generally
advised of the unhappy condition 0 affairs. 8ince these proclamations
were issued, there have been hostilA and insurrectionary movementil in
and near the waters of the Ohesapeake of a threatening character. It
is reported that persons without authority have armed vessels under
their command, with which they are harassing our commerce and com
mitting other outrages, which you will take measures to prevent, cap
turing these violators of the public peace, and otherwise proceeding to
vindicate the authority of the Government and the flag.

I am, sir, respectfully, etc.,

Commodore S. H. STRINGHAM,
Steamer Minnesota, Bostof/,.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. NaIJY, regarding the conditioA
of the U. S. S..Minnesota.

. BOSTON, April 24, 1861.
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have this day, by publi

cation, directed the officers of the Jtinnesota to report forthwith.
The ship, I think, will uot be able to sail iu less than twelve days.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag- Officer.
Hou. GIDEON WELLES.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, acknowledging receipt
of instructions.

BOSTON, April 26, 1861.

Sm: Yonr letter of instrnctions, bearing date April 22, is received.
I shall have the ship ready as soon as possible, and carry out your instrnc
tions of that date fully.

ReslJectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag- Officer.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of Navy.

------------
• DeclariujI; iDlmrrectiou to exi8t.
t Deolariul( blockade of the portH of the Beven States in i08orrection.



ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 619
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Report of Flag-01ficer Rtringharn, U. S. Nal'Y, regarding preparation
of l'essels a~ Boston.

BOSTON, April 30, 1861.
SIR: I have no doubt the Depal'tment is very anxious about the

speedy departure of the Minnesota and other vessels here. I can assure
the Department everything is being done that can be to hasten the
departure of all the vessels. Men are working day and night and no
cessation on Sunday. The Minnesota is in rapid state of progress. This
ship will be ready for her crew by Thursday••If possible we shall sail
on Saturday, [11 think by Monday at furtuest. May I ask the Depart.
ment to fnrmsh me with a list of the vessels that will be ordered to
report to me as attached to my command'

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag-Ojficer.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

&cretary of Navy.

I nstruetions of the &cretary of the Nal'y to Flag- 01ficer Rtringltam, e. S.
Navy, appointed to command the bockading squadron, in 1'egard to the
institltfion of the blockade of Southern ports. .

NAVY DEPARTMENT, jl[ay 1,1861.
SIR: You have been previously instructed to proceed to Boston, and

when the U. S. steam frigate Minnesota should be put in commission to
hoist your flag OIl board that vessel.

The President has found it necessary to issue proclamations closing
the ports of those States which are resisting the laws of the Federal
Government, and yon have been selected to take command of the
squadron that will carry into effect the proclamations at all the ports
from the caJW,s of the Chesapeake to the southern extremity of Florida
and KeyWest, inchrdingthe ports, rivers, and inlets of Cbesapeake Bay.

Oopies-of the IJroclamation of the President issued on the 19th of
April are herewith transmitted, together with instructions from the
Department in relation to tIle blockade. A subseqnent proclamation
extends the blockade to the ports of Virginia and North Oarolina.

The moment the Minnesota is ready for sea, you will proceed with her
with all dispatch to Hampton Roads, at which point other steamers and
vessels will be directed to rendezvous as they shall be fitted and
equipped for service, for the purpose of receiving your specific instruc·
tions to establish and carry into effect the blockade, which mus" be
strict and absolute.

The more immediate and effectual the blockade is instituted, the
more speedy and advantageous will be its results. There is already a
considerable naval force at Hampton Roads, waiting your orders as to
their destination and service.

Instructions more full and more in detail will be forwarded to you on
your-arrival in the Ohesapeake, and your proximity to the seat of Gov
ernment will make communication with you easy.

Periodical supplies of coal and provisions will be forwarded to you
and to the force before the different ports.
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, &fore Railing from Bostan yon "'ill ba.Yetransmitt.e(U;otbeD~
ment a eomplete muster roll of the crew of the JlinfUJSota and a. sepa.
rate list of her offi,·ers.

I am, v(&ry respectfully, your ohedient servant,
, , , ' ( ~ l1)ENX' "~~LL~!l.

Flag.()ftit·er S. II. 8TRfNmIA~r, ' '
, Appoiftted tf) OOfIt1t1aJlfl Rlol"kaditl{! <'Wftuulnm, BosfMI" "lfd611; ,
, '

ll~.<b_\l '

R!I tlttJ h-tridflnt tlfo/It" r'llftm ,filflt~ 'of .ftfterifit,,-p,.o&fllltttl;()ff~.'
, , ,,' I " "

Wherea." an in~~rrection ~nst the (ioTerrlm~t ot the. rnited
States has broken nut in the ::;tarea of Sonth 0aroliul\, Geqrgi~,AJ.a..
barna, l~lorida, Mississippi, LouiRi~a, and Texas"uud the law" of the
"LnitRd ~~tes for tbe collection of the reveuue can not be etrectually
executed therein, conformably to tbat provision of the Constitution
which requires duties to be uniform throughouttbe ,epited Stat.-s 7 ltnd

Whereas a combination of persons engaged ill such insurrection has
threatened to grant pretended letters of marque to autborize the
bearers thereof to commit Rssaults on the liVeN, vessels, and property
of good citizens of thA country lawfully engaged in commerce on the
bigh seas Rnd in waters of the rnited States; and

Wherl'as an Bxeenth-e proclama.t;ion ba8 been already issued reqn~·

ing the pf'rROnS engag"l'l1 ill thl'~e disorderly pJ'Oceellings to desist there
from, calling out a militia force for the purpose Of repressing the same,
and convening Congress in extraordhlury session to lleliberate and
determine thAreon .
~ow, thereforf', t, Abralulm Lincoln, President of the United States,

\with a. Yi~w to the same l'nrpolll'R hefore 'mentioned; and,t{) the p~.
,tlon oft1'le pnbli"l~l\('eand the liTes and lJr(jp~rt1Y{';ftqutet Bud ordetly
citizens )lurtming t,heir lawful occnpntiolls until Congress shaH ha~

MRetnblNI and dt-Itberated on tlle Raid unlawfulprooeooingS, or until
tIle !lRl'lle shall h:'\V~ <'eIlRed, have fllrther det'lToed it adVisab~'to'set'OD
fOOt l\ hl()(!kade ()[ the l'Ol·ts "'"ittlin the SthreR Mote~aid, mpurmtanrt
of tbe hlW~ of the United States and of tIre hl\V'ofnatioDs iii. 'Sllch ('a..~

provided. For tlli~ JlnrpoRe a COIl1pete'nt ,fot'ee Mil' be posted ~O' as to
prevent entrance mill exit of "essels from the ports aforesaid." If,
th~\foN', with a view to "tiolate such hlockade a'l'essel shall RW08ch
or slrlln Attempt to leav(\ eitllf'r of ftle Raid tplWts, 'she will' he etlJy
IWl\Mled by the commander' of OTle of the blockading ~essels~ 'Wno w1\l
endOl's8 on llt'l' regiRter t,lle fact and date of Cgnch wliming, mrd if the
~llle ves"e} flllall :lg'ltin attempt to enter 01' lea~ the blookrtded 'port
'. will be cltpt\t~d and sent to' the neM'eet eOD'V'eilient port fur '811t'b
:proceedings againt'lt her and her cargo as prize as may he deemed
advisable. : I' ,c ,

" AM'I hereby proclftim and 'decl~re tha.t' if nny perSdn, Jlnder tlle
pretended authority of the said StateR, or undernny other pretenSe,
Rhan loolest fl, vessel of the United States; or the' llel'snbtfOl" eargo on
board &f her, S\W1l perRon Rlll\]1 be held Q,lften~bleto tlu~la~of file
'U'nitetl States for the prevention and punIshment ofpi~y.'" ",I, ,c

In witnesR whereof 1 have herennto set my bahtl ami' eM1sed tbe'~
'of the United States to be &ffi:red. ' , ,I' , "I - ;' ..

, Done ftt t.l1e city of Wal!lIington thi8'19tlli'daj"·of'~1JtiJ.:A.D;'lA8I,
and of tbe Independence ot'thl.' United 'AtateA tliln.!fght~I,Hml~' ". ;.
, ~;. 'R;!' I , " " """,', :'Xn·:A.JliiMI1'Jl~Cbi.s.

tl P 'I t . I "I. '-II I ',[1' ·.li~Ftll ·.. 111: 'l,11 \', tOI:I;
~. Ie reSH en :

WILLIAM ll. SEWABD, Secretary of State.



I,.Wllel"~ for ,r.easQns ,a&signed hi my proola.wation of the: l!lth
instant,'a QI.~kadeof. 1Jl.e'P.Ofts,of the States,ofSouth Cal:Olina,: Georr,
gill, Fh>ridtil., Alabama" LolliBll\Wl, Miss.i.ssippi, and Tex1l8 ,WWi ordered
to be ;OlJf~blished;,aq<l" I\lhereas" since th&t date public'llroperty of,th!!
United States has beau sei~, the co)Jectum of thereveu,ueoostruct~
~nd d\tly ~mm~~~uedotlic~s,ot; the United Stl\te.~, wbile engaged in
executWgl the orderil,of their s\lperiofs, hav~ beeu'lU'l"fsted:awd keld in
custody.as }>l"isoners, 01' ha,,(} been impedcll ~tl the dilloCh~geof their
official dnties,witllQ1lt ,due' legal procesa by persoU8 claitlling, to" not
lJoder .ajlt;llOritr.of; the Statf~ of, ,\'irgillia.audl1S'or~h Carolma, an,eml
cient ,blql:kad~of the p,o.rtll ot: thoile States will th6l.'ef(lre aliJO 00 estab·
li,bed. " " " . ' I,;.,,' . '

J.n witness wh611e~r lla.ve,b!tlrQUlIW, Bet wy hallQ. a.ndetlt~etl,tlit~:~
ofthe.U.tli~l Stlttel:i,to l,e a.ffixed, , ',,: ' '!, ' • : ,,' ,

, .D.9ne at the (:ity ofWastlingto~ tI~i8 ~7th I,illy of IApri~ .A.. D.il861"
aw.loJ,theln<16pendeQ(.:e.~t·tlu3lJl).~l S~6gth~l·igbty,-1ifth. ',:

!L. s. i . ABIM.HAM LmO()LN•
.:By,tJ~ PresIdent:, .' 1 " " ,,,

, : ' .ViU..U4M H. SK'W'AlU>, lSocrcttPry uj Btute. " I,

.' , ; ,

qrd'er o/the Secretary ojthe'Nal'y'to Fla!!.OfficerI.Wringlta1H,; r. ~~. Nat'YJ
,alJpowfcd to £'011~m?nd the .7Jlockc~din!l sqllallrOIl, to hoist 11 i~ flag a,t the

. fore-masthead., ..
, • I.,' ,. : l

I I.

]. II

,
, 'I •, "

HU>Ko::'{ WELLl1S. 'J

,,~lag"(J1II.C8r'B.Ro'SnUNGHAj)I', U. S,'Navy,
, i ," ": Boston.

NAVY DEPAB.T'MEN'T, May 1, 1861. '
,SIB:, Having' been 'ove-r fifty' yeats in the Eiervi~e, and nearly tWI'I1ty

.:80 caPtain, yon wiR hoist your tlagat the fOre instead of at the'mizzell'
of tDa MiJJ~~.' , ' , . '

llhe Department in this instsllre RnS'{X'ndl'l its genernl ()1'derbf MRy
18, 1858, oil., the gt'OTind of your hlWitlg ~l'ell ueal'1y,the teqt,isite service
Wi!30apClaiin in the NIWy,'aIld llS l~n honor to tho commander of the~
OoastlBlookRding,8quadron. :, I', " " .

I am, respectfully, etc.,

InJlfntc;w'ns of ni; Secretary oj the Xal!y fo Plaff-Officer StringJ,a'll, H: r-f;{.
X(tvy, appointe(l to command tlte COMt Blockading Squadron, rt;flr;irding
the blockade oj Southern purf/;. . ..

Confidential.) NAVY DEPAR'.rJIENT, Jl,ay 1, lSal. \
SIR: The l'resi<lent, by proclamation of l!)th April, 1861, o;ruElred a

blockade of tile ports wiUlin the StateH of South CarQIiIla,Georgia,
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and 'l'exas; and by a &u.p
plemental proclamation of the 27th April, 18Ul, he extends the block
ade So as to include th~ ports of Virginia and Xorth Caroli,na. In
pursnance of the la\1's of the UnIted States and of the law of nations,
ill !luch eases provided, it b~come8 necessary that n. competent force be
~lo~af3.as to pl:'ev~t the entrance and e~it of ~e~sels fr~rq,t~e ports I

I '~. : ' , .,. • , I
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With this view you will establish and enforce a blockade at each and
all of the ports in the States enumerated east of Key West, and a suffi
cient disposable force will be placed under the command of yourself
that you may carry these orders into effect. On you will devolve the
duty of blockading aU the ports east of Key West.

You will duly notify neutrals of the declaration of blockade, and
give to it all the publicity in your power. The blockade must be strict
and absolute, and only public armed vessels of foreign powers should
be permitted to enter the ports which are placed in a state of blockade.
To neutral or foreign vessels tbat are already in the ports, you will
allow a reasonable number of days to leave them. The country relies
upon your command, with the squadron of the Gulf, to make this
blockade effectual, 80 as to close aU the ports of the States above
named, protect our commerce from the depredations of privateers, and
contribute by your activity and vigilance to the speedy suppreBBion of
the insurrectionary movements and the adjustment of the present
unhappy difficulties.

It will not be improper to state to you that a lawful maritime block
ade requires the actllal presence of an adequate force stationed at the
entrance of the port sufficiently near to prevent communication. The
only exception to this rule which requires the actual presence of an
adequate force to constitute a lawful blockade arises out of the circum
stance of the occasional temporary absence of the blockading squad
ron, produced by accident, as ill the case of a storm, which does not
suspend the legal operation of a blockade. The law considers an
attempt to take advantage of such an accidental removal a fraudulent
attempt to break the blockade. .

You will IJermit no neutral or foreign vessel proceeding toward the
entrance of a blockaded port to be captured or detained if she shall
not have previously received from one of the blockading squadron a
special notification of the existence of the blockade. This notification
must be inserted in writing 011 the muster roll of the neutral vessel by
the cruiser which IllOOts her; and it should contain the announcement,
together with statements of the day and the latitude in which it was
made. .

The United States have at all times maintained these principles on
the subject of blockade, and you will take care not to attempt the
application of penalties for a breach of blockade except in cases where
your right is justified by these rules.

I am, sir, very re8pectfully, your obedient servant,
G. WELLES,

Secretary J..Yamy.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGIIAl\I,

Oommanding Ooast Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Nary, appointed to command
the Ooa.st Bwckading Sq1tadroll, to the Secretar?/ of the Nu.t·y, request·
ing instruetions regardingpersons seeking protection of the United Sta.t~s

flag·
BOSTON, May 3,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to address you, to ask if the Department has
any further instructions to give me in reference to the important inter
ests and duties w11ich will devolve upon me to protect and perform, and
I venture most respectfully to call the attention of the Department to
one particular snbject which I think must and will arise, and upon
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Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
S&''f'etary of Navy.

wlJit:lJ I shall 110 lloubt early in my official position be called upon to
decide and lWt. I refer to appeals which may be made to me by per
BOns in the revolted States, perhaps elsewhere, for that protection and
slJelter which the American flag aud those having it in charge always
have afforded (as I trust it always wiU) to all claiming its shelter and
'protection. I respectfully call the attention of the Department to
this important subject.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag- Officer.

Further iMtructions of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag- Officer String
ham, U. S. NallY, appointed to command the Coast Blockading Squad
ron, rega.rding the iMtitution of blockade.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPAR'I'MENT, May 4,1861-
SIR: Yon received general instructions from the Department, under

date of the 1st of MaY1 for carrying into effect the blockade which the
President has ordered, and which is the immediate and special object
of your command. It was stated in those instructions that you would
allow to neutral vessels in port a reasonable number of days to depart
after the blockade should be established. The Department would in
every instance allow at least fifteen days for vessels to depart, with or
without cargo, after the blockade is set with a sufficient force. Notice
should be given by such extended publicity as you can command at
each and every port as soon as the blockade is established.

Commodore Pender~astwill inform you of the condition of affairs
and orders received. He will alBO assist with the Cumberland in enforc
ing the blockade for the present.

I need not enjoin vigilance and promptness to prevent privateeriug
and depredations; but I send herewith copies and extrlWts of letters
received at the Department touching the movements on foot at
Savannah.

It was the iutention of the Departmeut to have had the Niagara sta
tioned at Savannah, but the intelligence received this morning induces
a necessity that she should go into the Gulf, to intercept the vessels
carrying arms to New Orleaus and Mobile.

There are several vessels iu the waters of the Ohesapeake to aid you,
and otlJers which are being equipped will soon arrive out and report.
The names, officers, crews, and armaments of these vessels are not yet
reported in full to tlJe Department, in consequence of the haste and
activity necessary to get them afloat at the earliest moment.

Some of the vessels can, it is believed, aid in blockading the Missis
sippi and Mobile. But much must be committed to your judgment and
discretion.

Commodore Mervine will shortly proceed to the Gulf witlJ the Missis
sippi, and other vessels will be speedily dispatched to reenforce the
blockading squadron and close Galveston and other ports.

I am, sir, respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.
]'lag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Oommanding Blockading Squadron.
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, Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Xltry.

&por.t of )7l4g- OjJioer 8trixg1l.aw., r. 8. NOA'!J, coamatadi4l{; OooIt Blot*
,lUlWig ~Ql', ()f the lwiat;."g of hjs./l4o Oil tM U. 8. S. J{u,U8Qf6. '

BOSTO~, MA.8S., !,li.~'4, 1861.
, Sll~: 1 ~ave the booor W,lnioI'JlI the Departmeot.that,l ba\lo this day
hoisted JPY liar on ooBm the U. & sttBm frigate Mifl1ltsota., I ,8haJl
proceed to sea the moment Captain Van Brunt N}lOl'ta ,the 6bipaa
ready. I most reKpectfully inform the,J~pIiIIl'tJDellt that the pIIoYwa8ter
is entirely without t'uod8 to make any advances. The officers have
contracted 80tlle necessary debts for stores, etc., and to go to sea with
out beiuK able to liquidate these debts will bemost/~~iDg. I
respectfullr suggest that the Department by"telegraph authorize the
navy agent here to Impply the ship with fund:,;.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRll'<GHAM.

Flag- OjJir:eY'.

----,--.- i,""

,:
, ":Boq.., G~DE(}N W:JiU,Liili'l,,'

" ,SeptJtU1:YV:j' ¥avy., ,

Report of Fiag-Officer String~ [,~ ~. ~y~y.,~,~ndiUflOoa#'~1
adinu Squadron, Q&k14owkdgitlg tfw: JuntQrC()nf~reQ;. by the, .De.P"rttfl{!lI.t.,

U. S. S1'};A.M:F'luG-.A.TE 'Mm~mS01'4' '
" ',', ';' BOII~il, ¥av fi,'1s6i

8lB: I raspootfully acknowledge the J:6ce.\pt: of, your ~teemed fa\'Ol',
under date ~a,vy Department,)f.a.y 1, ,1861. iu Wuichyoui~rUllQe~be

Department haH been plea.'lecl in my case. ,~ tQ ~&pend .its, geuetal (ll"d$'
of Ml1IY 18, 1858." . '_ ': :" ,

TQo tlattering terms OOQttl!in~ iu,yoW ~l1uiffilili~,QFderi~g,,ue
to hoist my Hag at the fore instead of ,at the, miz~en pf~.A{~.q,

where I bad placad, it"j.:l\u olJly·bEt r~tw:Il4'Q:bY,tlle:a&SW'~, ~ll I
will f.QdelJ,vot, to merit the~igb bOJl~r ,co~t6rl'Q<11 oot4b-y; tAAi& mat:ki~
tijeo cot\tid,eu~ of the Departmellt alld the ~ut',h greater one ip obWlg
appointed at this important time and in our coulltry's hour Qti rtl'i~.
".commander oft~ (Jo~tmoeluldjAg aqJ.l~rou." :, : .. ' !

Re.tipootfully, Y,OUl' o1)edie,ut lt6rvaut, " " ':,; 1" : '!

• , ','" I ~,H.SxRIN~ ,""
.. : ,:Flflg-O~r.,

I, " ' " ,

, , ' I 'I tl' j! ;1. . :'!

lflstructions oj tile Sectefa-ry oft1ve 'Xar'!J to Ffa!J:OJ!lcerSl..itigl~.,
U. 8. 'X'Wy, (lQl/ttnanfli'l!1 COiLSt 'BlecTutdihfj8q'tta8.ron, rerjarm1tg tAe

protection oj' American interests and citizens. '
\ t;,' 1

OrolfldentiaJ..j. N4VYDRPARTMENT, JIiJ.y 6, 'lf36J;

SIR: Yours Of the ,3d inS'tant is tooei'ted.· 'Fnrtll~ri1'ultrlleti()ns ill
relation to the blockade were ~nt" toOkl~nt 'tin 'the 4t!\: iir!stant,
which yonwiU llave ree~ived 011 your arrival. Commodore Pender
grast lVilladvis6'YOU of tbe steps he has taken. There will for a time
be some irregularity ill regard to the ~8ae18{oom~ng:'tlWbl~JEaidibg

\,' .. r' " \'. ,',.\ \' .~\ ~·',H\'."'''H·\\~\U·\
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l<'lag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Commanding Bwckading Squadron.

squadron, from the hasty manner in which the vessels and officers have
been collected and equipped. This you will Boon regulate after they
shall have reported to you. .

In addition to the instructions enjoining a vigilant guardianship of
American interests, you will not fail, when invoked, to interpose the
anthority with which you are invested for the protection of those who
claim shelter under the American flag. Let the emblem of our nation·
ality, which you and our tars have supported with honor in every land,
aflord security to American citizens wherever they ask for its aid or
sook its protection.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLElll,

Secretary Navy.

P. S.-On the 2d instant the Niagara WlJo8 ordered to proceed to
Charleston and institnte a rigid blockade. The day on which she sa.iled.
information was communicated to the Departmeut of a large shipment
of arms from England and Belgium to New Orleans, rendering it nec·
essary that the Niagara shonld be detached from the Oharleston block
ade and proceed at once to the Gnlf: You will find it necessary, there·
fore, to place a force before Charleston at the earliest possible moment
to enforce the blockade.

Report of Flag- Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, oommanding Coast
Bwckading Squadron, ackn(Houdging Department's instructions.

U. S. STEAM FRWA'l'E MINNESOTA,
Boston, May 7, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of orders dated.
. Navy Departmen t, May 1, 1861; also instructions in regard to block·
ading, bearing same date; also five copies of a proclamation by the
President of the United States of America, dated Washington, April
19, 1861, declaring blockade of the States of South Carolina, Georgia,
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag. Officer.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Flag- Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, oommanding Coast
Blockading Squadron, of the departure from Boston nat"!! yard of tke
U. S. 1$. Minne8ota.

U. S. STEAM FRIGATE MINNESOTA,
Boston Harbor, }Jay 8, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform ~he Department that we left the
wharf at the navy yard at about half past 8 o'clockt his morning and
are now leaving the harbor. I shall proceed to obey your iUl:~tructions.

N W R-VOL 5--40
, , • I , •



626 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

I am sorry to inform the Department that the ship sailed short of offi
cers, in the absence of the captain of the marine guard, detached by
your orders, received only the day before sailing, and that we are fnr
ther short of a passed asilistant surgeon, whom we need very mucb,
because the fieet surgeon has always been sick at sea for the past ten
years, and I fear it may be [tbe] case now. The assistant surgeon has
ne\'er been to sea before. rhope these important officers may be pro
vided at the earliest convenience.

Respectfully, your obedient servaut,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag- Ufficer.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Imtructions from tke Secretary of tke Navy to Flag-Ojficer Stringham,
U. S. Navy, commanding Coast Blockading Squadron, regarding
tM: bwckade of Charleston, S. C.

Oonfidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 8,1861.
SIR: You were informed by letter on the 6th instant that Oaptain

McKean with the Niagara Imd been ordered to proceed to the Gulf,
and, in consequence of this, tbe port of Charleston would be relieved
of the rigid blockade which it is a primary object. to carry into full
effect. The Harriet Lane being no longer necessary on the upper
waters of the Ohesapeake has beeu ordered to Hampton Roads to report
to you for orders. You can, if you choose, direct that she perform
blockade services before Oharleston, or order her on other duty, as
she has been placed by the Secretary of the Treasury at the disposal
of the Navy Department.

It is the wish of the Department that the vessels composing the
• blockading squadron under your command should be stationed to duty

at the difterent ports by yourself, and that you report to the Depart
ment in regard to them respectively, and from time to time, as you have
facts or information concerning each.

It has been already stated that reasonable time should be allowed
neutral vessels to leave ports after blockade commences, at least fifteen
days, and you will notify the blockading squadron in every instance to
this effect. There are rumors of privateers abroad, and fitt.ing out.
Whatever truth there may be ill these rumors, it is essential there
should be promptness and vigilance, not only ill rigidly enforcing
the blockade, but in capturing every piratical vessel or privateer on
our coast. The vessels of the Navy, and those chartered and purchased
for the emergency, destined for the coast blockade, wi1ll,~ .;ent to you
from time to time as they are equipped and manned.

Should you order the Harriet Lane to Oharleston, please forward any
dispatches you may have, or that are on board the Cumberland, to
Oaptain McKean, of the Niagara, who it is Bupposed is still before
Oharleston.

I am, sir, respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Nav-f.
Flag-Offic~r S. H. STRINGHAM,

Commanding Bwckading Squadron.



ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 627

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the 11avy.

Order of the Secretary of the Na1JY to commandant nat'y yard, Xcw York,
regarding U. S. vessels Perry and Dawn.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Jlay 9,1861.
SIR: The moment the brig Perry or the steamer Dawn are ready for

sea, you will direct them to proceed to Hampton Roads, Virginia, and
report to :Flag-Officer Stringham, or the senior commanding officer
present, for service in the blockading squadron.

Before sailing you will have muster roUH of these vessels transmitted
to the Department.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GID1WN ·WELLES.

Commodore S. L. BREESE,
Commandant Navy Yard, New York.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Faunce, U. S. Rel'enlUJ
Marine, regarding U. S. S. Harriet Lane.

Confldential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, 1~{ay 10,1861.
SIR: You will proceed to Hampton Roads, and report to Flag-Officer

Stringham, of the Coa.st Blockading Squadron, who is or will soon be
there, and report for such duty as he may order.

I am, sir, respectfully, etc.,

Captain JNO. FAUNCE,
Commanding Steamer Harr;et Lane.

Order of the Secretary of the N al'y to Flag. Officer Stringham, U. 8. K avy,
commanding Coast Blockading Squadron, regarding families of refugees.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 11,1861.
SIR: I send herewith a copy of the petition of sundry refugees from

Norfolk to the President, asking a safe conveyance of their families to
New York. It is the wish of the President that you extend such aid,
in furtherance ottheir request, to their unfortunate families, as in yl)ur
judgment the circumstances require. .

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Commanding Blockading Squadron.

[Enclo8ure.]

BROOKLYN NAVY YARD, May 7,1861.
SIR: We, the undersigned citizens of the United States of America,

having been compelled to flee the State of Virginia because of onr loy
alty to our flag and our country, are under the necessity of applying to
you for protection for our families (who being' still in Virg'inia are
exposed to the power of our enemies) and assistance in bringing them
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hither. We believe we claim only that \lhich the American Govern
ment owes to each and everyone of its subjects. Our families being
in Norfolk and Portsmouth, we would suggest that instructiolls be
given to the commander of Fortress Monroe or of the ship Oumberl.and
to take such steps as are necessary to secure them a safe conveyance
to Old Point and thence to New York.

Your compliance with our request will ever be remembered with
gratitude by your humble and obedient servants,

JAMES HEPENST.ALL.
WILLIAM H. LEWIS.
ROBERT S. GILL.
THOMAS NELSON.

[And others.]
His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN,

President oj the United States oj America.

Order oj commandant navJI yard, Ne1f' York, to IAeutenant Parrott,
r:. S. },,'avy, commanding U. S. brig Perry, to report jor dltty ilt Hamp
ton Roads, Virginia.

NAVY YARD, NEW YORK, May 11, 1861.
SIR: You will, without delay, proceed with the U. S. brig Perry,

under your command, to Hampton Roads, Virginia, and report to Flag
Officer Stringham, or the senior commanding officer present, for service
in the blockading squadron.

Before sailing you will transmit to the Department (through this
office) a muster roll of yonr officers and crew.

Enclosed is a copy of an order from the Department, uuder date of
the 27th ultimo, the receipt of which you will please acknowledge.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL L. BREESE,

Oommandant.
Lieutenant Commanding B. G. PARROTT,

U. S. Brig Perry, New York.

Report oj commandant navy yard, New York, oj the departure oj the
u. S. S. J)aWltjor Savannah River.

NAVY YARD, NEW YORK, Jlay 11, 1861.
SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the steamer

J)alC1t, Commander Chandler, sailed at 5 o'clock this morning, directed
to the Savannah Hiver.

By the Hunt.'JI'ille, which leaves this mornin~ for Charleston, I have
sent orders to Commander Chandler (if he should be fallen in with) to
proceed to Hampton Uoads, as directed in the Department's order of
the 9th instant.

Very respectfully, your olJedient servant,
SAML. L. BREESE,

Oommandant.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Na,ry, Wa~hillgton.

P. S.-The muster roll of the Dawn is herewith forwarded.
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WM. W. McKEAN,
Oaptain.

Report of Captain AlcKean, ~T. 8. Nary, commanding r. R. R. Kiagara,
of the capture 0/ the sMp Generall'arkhill.

u. S. S. NIAGARA,
O,tr Charleston, Jlfay 12, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to report that 1 have taken as a prize and
sent to Philadelphia, ill charge of Midshipman Schley, the ship General
l'arkhW, of Charleston, from Liverpool, bound to Charleston. After
being boarded by Lieutenant Potter, of this ship, informed of the
blockade, and warned ott" the whole Sonthern coast, she edged in with
signals flying in communication with the shore. The carpenter of the
General Parkhill, J. G. Rose, states that after leaving Liverpool, she
hoisted the Palmetto flag.

There is llr letter on board from the owner or consignee in Charleston,
directing the captain of the ship to procure a Palmetto flag in England,
as the state of aft'airs here was snch that it would be essential in enter
ing port, as without it she would be fired into. There were two South
Carolina flags Oil board.

As the crew of the Niagara is short of her complement, 178 men,
and is now necessarily reduced ten more to man the pl'ize, I beg that
Mr. Schley and the men sent may be returned immediately with an
additional number of men if possible. Our supply of coal is sufficient
for ten days more only, and without coal this ship would be worse than
useless llere.

·We have been busily engaged since onr arrival, and have boarded.
and warned oft· eight vessels ill the conrse of the two nights and a day
that have elapsed.

Yesterday two armed steamers, accompanied as far as the bar by some
thirty or forty large launches filled with men, made a demonstration in
the direction of the Niagara, but before she conld be brought sufficiently
near for ller guns to reach them they recrossed the bar. I have every
reason to believe that an attack will be made npon this ship.

I have the honor to be, etc.,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, etc.

P. S.-I have written ill haste as several steamers appear to be com
ing out, having a bark and large schooner in tow, and I wish to mn in
as close as possible. Armed steamers are constantly passing up and
down the coast, but too close in to be reached ~y this ship. Steamers
of light draft of water are essential to enforce the blockade.

Report of Flag-Offieer Stringham, [c. 8. Natvy, commanding Coast
Blockading Squadron, of arril'al oj!" Fortress Monroe, Ya .•

U. S. STEAM FRIGATE MINNESOTA,
Fortresx lllonroe, May 13,1861-10 o'clock a. m.

Sm: I ha.ve the honor to inform the Department that we have
arrived and are now safely at anchor off Fortress Monroe after a mod·
erate pasl'lage. After consultation with I~lag-Officer I)endergrast I will
write more fully.

Hespectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag- Officer.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES.
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Letf:er from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding Home
Squadron, to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Nai'y, commanding Coast
Blockading Squadron, f1!forming him of the names of the i'essels com-
posing tlte blockading force. .

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,o.tr Fortress 1I10nroe, Va., May 13, 1861.
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the following vessels com

pose the blockading squadron in these waters: Cumberland, steamer
l'Jtar [lllontil'('llo], Quaker Cit!!, steam tug Yankee, and steamer Harriet
Lane, and IIteam tug Young A merica, used as a. tender to this ship.

I heg also to inform you that the commandant of Fortress Monroe
and m;yself !lave agreed upon the following night signals: In case of an
alarm, a blue light will be burned; in case of an attack, a rocket will
be sent up.

The fortress fires a gun in calle of an attack.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Offi.cer, Commanding Home Squadron.

Flag.Officer SILAS II. STRINGHAM,
Commanding U. S. Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Repm·t of Flag-Olficer Stringha,m, rJ. S. Navy, commanding Coast
Blockading Squadron, regarding proposed dillposition of i'essels.

"G. S. STEAM FRIGATE MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 14, 1861.

HIR: I llave the honor to acknowledge receipt of your further instruc
tions in reference to blockading, bearing dates May 4, 0, and 8, 1861;
also )'our favor of May 10, enclosing tide tables of points on the Chesa
peake Ray and of the Potomac River.

I shall employ the steamer Daun, commanded by Commander Wil
liam Chandler, to aid in blockading- in these waters, and send the Har
riet Lane immediately to Charleston to relieve the Niagara, and when
the .Massachusetts and 80utk Carolina, 110W fitting out at Charlestown
[Boston J navy yard, shall arrive here, I shall employ them south, and
think they will prove very serviceable vessels.

'fhe wharf at Old Point is in a very bad state. I wish arrangements
could he made with the Army to have it put in better condition.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Senior Flag-Officer Blockading l'Jquadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Seereta;ry of Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, cotnmanding Coast
Blockading Rquadron, of the captu1'e of schooners Mary Willis, Dela
ware Farmer, Emily Ann, and ship Argo.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 14, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have this day
captured three schooners (loaued with tobacco, from Richmond, Va.,
bound to Baltimore), under and by virtue of the proclamation of the
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President of th~ United States, establishing a blockade of the States
in rebellion against the Government. Their names are ilIary Willis,
Delaware Farmer, and Emily Ann. I have also captured.the IIhip Argo,
bonnd from the same place to Bremen. Some part of her cargo is said
to be on foreign account, but she being an American vessel, I have not
thought this sufficient to excuse her. As I shall have to send officers
from time to time with prizes, r should be pleased if JOu can supply
me with some passed midshipmen or midHhipmen. The first three ves
sels have been sent by me under charge of Lieutenant N. C. Bryant,
U. S. Navy, to Philadelphia, and the Argo under charge of Midshipman
R. S. McCook to New York.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHA.M,

Senior Flag-OJficer Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WEL1.ES,

Secretary of Navy.

Letter from Flag.Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding Home
Squadron, to Flag.Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Coast
Blockading Squadron, naming the commanders of the blockading 'I·essels.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Ya., May 14,1861.

Sm: I herewith give you a list of the commanders of the vessels
comprising the hlockading squadron: Sloop Cumberland, Captain John
Marston; steamer Star [Monticello J, Captain Henry Eagle; Harriet Lane,
Captain John Faunce; steamer Quaker City, Acting Master Mather;
steamer Yankee, Acting Master Germain.

Notification of a blockade was issued by me on the 30th of April.
Very respectfully, your obedient Hervant,

G. J. PENDERGRAS'f,
Commanding Home Squadron.

Flag-Officer SILA.S H. STRINGHAM,
Commanding U. S. Blockading Squadron.

Report of commandant navy yard, NeW York, regarding U. S. brig Perry.

NAVY YARD, NEW YORK, May 14, 1861.
Sm: I have to report the sailing of the U. S. brig Perry, Lieutenant

E. G. Parrott, for the Chesapeake Bay.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SilIL. L. BREESE,
Commandant.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Flag·Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Ooast Block
ading Squadron, regarding the services of steamer Quaker City.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 15, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the steamer
Quaker City has been doing great service up to this time gratuitously,
and will thus continue to serve up to the 25th of May. As she is of
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great service in her position at Cape Henry, please inform me on what
terms I may keep her employed. I should think from '500 to $600 per
day would be a liberal allowance. The steam tug you notified Flag
Officer Pendergrast was to be sent has not arrived. I shall be grati
fied to have her.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Senior Flag· Officer Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

Report of Flag·OjJicer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Coost Block·
ading Squadron, of aid afforded to captain and crew ofAmerican bark
D. C. Pearce.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 15, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that yesterday I
received on board this ship the following persons, captain and crew of
the American bark n. C. Pearcc; also the dau~hterof the captain, viz, C.
Gale, captain; Amelia Gale; Thomas Quayle, L. Crowell, Charles Daly,
Charles Smith, Dennis Barkous, L. Euroth, alid Thomas Godfrey, crew.

Captain Gale pnt in here in distress with his vessel a short time
since. His vessel, valued at $20,000, was taken from him and sunk in
the channel at Norfolk.

TheRe persons come properly nnder the instructions of the Depart
ment for protection by the American flag. They are yet on board this
ship. I shall take advantage of the departure for Boston of the Pem
broke, a Massachusetts steamer, to forward these persons immediately
North, writing a letter to Governor Andrew, explaining all the circum·
stances of the case. I send copies of the original passes given these
persons by Brigadier·General Gwynn and W. W. Lamb, mayor.

HDQRS. BRIGADIER-GENERAL COMMANDING FORCI<:S IN NORFOI.K RARBOR,
Norfolk, Va., May I.', 1861.

Permi88ion is hereby granted C. Gale, captain of the bark D. C. Pearce, his
daughter Amelia Gale, Thomas QuayJe, L. Crowell, Charles Daly, Charles Smith,
Dennis Barkous, L. Euroth, and Thomas Godfrey, crew of said bark, to leave this
harbor, by the river or otherwise, for the State of Ohio. }<'or this pnrpose tbey wiH
pa88 tbe batteries.

By order of Walter Gwynn, brigadier-general commanding forces in Norfolk
harbor:

SAM. WA'ITS,
Aid-lie-Camp.

MA.Yon's OFFICE, Norfolk, May 13, 1861.
C. Gale, captain of the bark D. C. Pearce, receutly taken and sunk as an obstruc

tion to prevent ingress into this harbor, aud ilis daugbter Amelia Gale, and Thomas
Quayle, L. Crowell, Charles Daly] Charles Smith, Dennis Barkous, L. Euroth, and
Thomas Godfrey, crew of said bark, wish to return to Ohio, and in my opinion there
i8 no cause to object to their doing 80.

W. W. LAMB,
Mayor.

Trusting I have not exceeded instructions, and hoping this will meet
the approbation of the Department,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Senior Flag. Officer Blockading 8q1tadron.
HOll. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Nat'y.

z
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Letter from the Secretary of the Nary to Flag.Officel· Pendergrast, U. S.
Nary, commanding Home Squadron, acknou'ledging receipt of commu
nication regarding batteries on York River. .

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May l:i, 1861.
SIR: Your dispatch· of the 10th instant, relative to the batteries on

York niver, has been received, and will receive attention.
Two vessels have been purchased for the purpose of being used at

Hampton Roads as receiving ships for coal.
The Department will thank you to make any suggestions relative to

fre!\h water for the squadron. .
The steam frigate Roanoke is preparing for sea at New York, as your

flagship, and will be sent to Hampton Roads.
I am, respectfully, your obedi~nt servant,

GIDEON WELLES.
Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Commanding Home Squadron, off Fortress Monroe, Va.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to F14g-0ificer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Coast Blockading Squadron, transmitting copy of
instructions regarding renewal of oath of allegiance and making acting
appointments.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Afay 16, 1861.
SIR: I herewith enclose for yonr information and guidance, in cases

where they are applicable, a copy of instructions in relation to admin·
istering anew the oath of allegiance, making acting appointments, etc.,
issued by the Department on the 13th instant, to the commandants of
certain navy yards.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdg. Coast Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Yirginia.

[Encl08ure. ]

NAVY DEPART)lENT, Jlfay 13, 18G1.
SIR: The following instructions are issued for your guidance:
You will administer the oath anew to all the officerM and heads of

the departments individually, and to all the employes of the Govern·
ment collectively, as convenient.

Chartered vesselR having gnns are to be commanded by officers of
the Navy. The first lientenant will alHo be nn officer of the Navy, if
possible, or one who has served as snch. The exigencies of the service
may require that other appointments shall be taken from civil life.

Acting masters for watch officers, assistant surgeontl, and first, sec
ond, and third assistant engineers will be allowed as required, with
correspondinK pay to those ranks in the Navy; also master's mates at
$40 per montl1 and one ration a day. Coast pilots may be employed
when necessary at from t50 to $60 per month and a ration.

The officer of the Navy in command of such vessel may appoint a
suitable person to perform the duties of clerk and acting paymaster,
who shall enter into bonds for $5,000, with two snreties approved by
tl1e U. S. district attorney. The compensation of said clerk and acting
paymaster shall be $1,200 per annum and one ration.

• See vol. 4, p. 381.
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All these acting appointments, excepting those who have held com
missions in the Navy, are to he subjected to such examination as the
commandant of the station can conveniently arrange, so that persons
not fully competent ill every rpspect may be at once rejected.

Persons serving on board of the vessels when chartered will be
appointed to the above-mentioned places, if qualified, upon being nomi
nated to the Department.

All communications should be addressed to the Secretary of the
Nav~·.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to IAetltenant Trenchard, U. S. Navy,
commanding steamer Keystone State, to proceed to New York for the
examination of that vessel as to availability for navalllse.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 16, 1861.
SIR: After receiving on board the steamer Keystone 'state the muni

tions, etc., to be shipped to New York, you will proce.ed with her to
that port. . .

The Department has directed Commodore Breese to have the Keystone
State examined as to her availability for nava.l purposes. When the
examination is completed, yon will return with her to the navy yard,
Washington, bringing such provisions, etc., as are ready to be shipped
to tlJis point.

Yon will take charge of any mail or other matter now at the WaslJ
ingtoll yard intended for the squadron in Hampton Roads and deliver it.

Flag- Officer Stringham 4as been directed to aid, as far as in his
power, f.'lUndry refugees from Norfolk in obtaining a conveyance to New
York. You will communicate with him on the Hubject at Hampton
Roads and afford a passage to New York to any of the refugees that he
may direct.

I am, respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Lieutena.nt S. D. TRENCHA.RD,
Oommanding Steamer Keystone State, Washington, D. O.

Letter from the Secretary of the Nal'y to Flag· Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy,
c07nmm~ding Ooast Blockading Squadron, transmitting list of steamers
employed about Oharleston, S. C.

NA.VY DEPARTMENT, May 16,1861.
SIR: I herewith enclose a stll,tement of the number and character of

vessels 8uid to be employed about Charleston; also additional tidal
data of the Chesa.peake Bay.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
. Comdg. Rlockading Sqltadron, Hampton Roads, Yirginia.

[Encloaure.]

BOSTON, May 11, 1861.
SIR: I was at Cllarleston, S. C., a few weeks since Bnd ascertained

the number and kind of steamers owned and employed there, and
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thinking it might possibly be of service to the Department to know (I
have since my return been informed by a reliable party) that the fol
lowing vessels are now ill that port:

Steamer Nasht,We, about 1,500 tons, side-wheel.
Steamer Isabel, about 1,000 tons, side-wheel, strong hoat.
Steamer Cahaba, about 7UO tons, side-wheel. •
Steamer Magordon, about 700 tons, side-wheel.
Steamer Carolina, about 700 tons, side-wheel.
Steamer William Seabrook, about 700 tonR, side-wheel.
Steamer Emma, about 350 tons, side-wheel, new boat.
Steamer Cecil, about 500 tOilS, Bide·wheel.
Steamer General Clinch, about 250 tons, side-wheel.
Steamer Nino, about 200 tons, tugboat.
Steamer Lady Davi8, about 250 tOllS, tugboat.
Hoping the above may be of service to you, I remain, your obedient

8ervant,
HARRISON LORING.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary U. S. Nal'Y, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Flag.Officer Pendergra8t, U. S. Navy, commanding Home
Sql1adron, to Lieutenant-Colonel De RU8By, U. S. Army, regard'ing use
of tug.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortres8 Monroe, l'a., May 16, 1861.

SIR: Your communication· of tlds date has been received. Yon can
have the tng for the purposeR yon wish.

I will make.your wish known to Flag-Officer Stringham.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
nag-Officer, Commanding Home Squadron.

Lieutenant-Colonel DE Russy,
Corps of Engineers, U. R. Army.

Order of the Secretary of the Nary to ~l!'lag-Officer Stringham, [~. S. Navy,
changing the name of his squadron to Atlantic Blockading 8quadron,
and de8ignating the l'essel8 of his eommand.

ConfidentiaL] NAVY DEPARTMENT, lI-fay 17, 1861.
SIR: The name of your squadron will be the Atlantic Blockading

Sqnadron, and will be composed of the following-named vessels, viz:
Minnesota, Cumberland, Perry, Hatriet Lane, Datl'n, Monticello,

Union, Reliance, Resolute, Daylight, Mount Yernon (to return from the
.Gulf), Penguin, A lbatro88, lVabash, and Commander Ward's flotilla.

I am, very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Nally.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

.Hampton Roads.

'Not fonnd.
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Order of tlte Secretary of the Navy t()' Flag- Officer Pendergrast, U. S.
Navy, changing the name of his squadron w West India Squadron, and
designating vessels of his command.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 17, 1861.
SIR: The name of your squadl'on will be the West India Squadron,

and will be composed of the following-named vessels, viz:
Roanoke, Maced01lian. Bainbridge, Vandalia.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Hampwn Roads.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Nary, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding flagsh ip Roanoke.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, "Va., Jllay 17, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart
ment's letter, under date of May 15, informing me that the steam frig
ate Roanoke was fitting out at New York as my flagship, and desire to
express to the Department the great satisfaction the receipt of that
letter gave me.

r would also ~l,ate that if the Cumberland sustained any injury to her
copper in forcing her way over the obstructions ill Hampton Roads, it
is very desirable that she should be docked next month, as the worms
commence their depredations in the first part of June..

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G.•J. PENDEUGRAST,

Flag-Office1', Commanding Home [West India] Squadron.
HOD. GIDEON .'VELLE~,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, n. C.

Report of Flag-Office?' Pendergrast, U. S. "Nary, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding fresh-water supply.

U. S. FLAGSIIIP CUMBERLAND,
O,tr Fortre.~s Monroe, "Va., May 17, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have made
enquiries in relation to fresh water. and find outside of the fortress
about 130,000 galloDs in cisterns and about 40,000 gallons on the Rip
Raps, and within the fort about 125,000 ~ltllons; in addition to this,
wells could be sunk in the fort, from which a considerable supply could
be had.

I would also state that in the direction of Hamptouand within range
of the g-uns of the fort an unlimited supply of good water can be had
for the use of the sq nadron and fortress from wells.

Mr. Edward Clayton, of No. 13.1 Lee street, Baltimore, has offered to
the commandant of the fort to supply good wa.ter at the rate of 1,000
to 50,000 gallons pel' day if tanks or casks were furnished him for that
purpose, if the Department so desires it.
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I would also state that the land in and around the fort heing of ~aud
is such that wells could be sunk anywhere and good water procured.

If the Department should make enquiries aud fiud Mr. Clayton (who
is connected with the Baltimore waterworks) to be a reliable man, and
tanks were furnished him, with the assistance of a steamer, this place
could be supplied with an abundance of good water at all times.

I have not seen Mr. Clayton, aud therefore can not state his terms.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, yonI' obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Home [West India] Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. a.

[Endorsement. I

I have been here so short a time that I am unable to give any opin·
ion on the above subject.

Respectfully forwarded.
S. 11. STRINGHAM,

Senior p'lag-Offieer.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, giving tlte names of capturedvC8sels.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 17, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that since my arrival
here I have captured the following vessels, some of which are now here,
others dispatched under charge of officers:

Ship Argo, from Richmond, with tohacco; sent to New York in charge
of Midshipman McCook.

Schooner Almira Ann, from Chickahominy River, with ship t.imber,
which, being very much needed at Fortress Monroe for building plat·
forms, ete., I have ordered to be discharged for the use of this fort.

Schooner Emily Ann, from Richmond, with tobacco.
Schooner .Jlary Willis, from I{ichmond, with tobacco.
Schooner Delaware Farmer, from Richmond, with tobacco.
The three schooners last above named I have sent to Philadelphia, in

charge of Lieutenant N. O. Bryant, to be delivered over by him to the
U. S. district judge, with further orders to report his arrival to the
Departmen t. .

Ship North Carolina, from Havre, in ballast, bound to Norfolk, Va.,
and there owned, I have placed ill charge of Lieutlilnsnt J. G. Mitchell,
with orders to proceed to New York.

Schooner J. H. Etheridge, from Petersburg, Va.; cargo, tobacco.
Schooner Mary, frOID Richmond, Va.; cargo, tobacco.
Schooner Williall~ and John, frOID Petersburg, Va.; cargo, tobacco.
Schooner Industry, from Richmond, Va.; cargo, hay and steam boiler.
Schooner William Henry, from Richmond, Va.; cargo, tobacco.
Schooner Belle Conway, from Richmond, Va.; cargo, tobacco.
The last six named schooners will be sent to Philadelphia as SOOIl as

possible, to be delivered into custody of the proper judicial authority,
with the exception of the schooner Industry, whose cargo I have ordered
to be discharged for the use of Fortress Monroe, after which, from the
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S. H. STRINGHAM,
Senior Flag- Officer Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secreta,ry 0/ Navy.

very insignificant value of the schoOJ,ler herself from age and generaJ.
decay, I shall allow the eaptain to depart with her.

All the above ve!>sels have been captured by me for attempting to
violate th~ blockade, which has been fully established here and of
which notice has been given.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Senior Flag-OjJicer Blockading /Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

Report 4Jf Flag·Officer Stringham, U. S. NaiVY, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, acknowledging Department's communications.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 17, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours dated
Navy Department; May 11, 1861, witb the enclosed copy of petition of
sundry refu~ees from Norfolk, to the President. I will endeavor fully
to carry out the wishes of the President as expressed in your letter of
the 11th.

I also acknowled~e receipt of yours of May 14, enclosing copy of
letter from Commodore Breese of May 11.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Senior Flag-Officer Blockadi7lg Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON ''I1ELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Btring/tam, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, requesting instruetions regarding disposition of
small captured vessels.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 17, 1861.

SIR: I should be pleased to reeeive instructions from yon in regard
to vessell! which are disposed to violate the blockade, yet are too small
and worthless to go to the expense of sending as prizes, yet which may
be nsed to convey trooPl! and munitions from point to point in these
waters.

With your authority I will act' according to my best judgment aud
under surveys as to their being worthy to be sent forward as prizes or
destroyed. Or shall I send them to the nearest point, Baltimore!

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
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Report of Flag- Offi('~r Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, of the capture of bark Star.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 17, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have just
seized the American bark Star, from Richmond, bound to Bremen,
tobacco loaded.

I sha.ll send her forward to New York as a prize.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. H. STRINGHAM,
Senior Flag-Officer Blockading iSqttadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oaptain Mercer, U. S. Navy, com
manding U. S. S. Wabash, to report for duty in Hampton Roads.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, ~May 17, 1861.
Sm: The U. S. steam frigate Wabash, under your command, is to form

a part of the Coast Blockading Squadron, of which Captain S. H. String
ham is the flag-officer.

As soon, therefore, as she is prepared· for this service, and in all
respects ready for sea, you will proceed with her to Hampton Roads,
Virginia, and report to Flag Officer Stringham for further instructions.

Before your departure from New York, transmit to the Department
a muster roll of the Wabash, and a separate list of her officers.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Captain SAMUEL MERCER,
Oommanding U. S. Steam Frigate Wabash, New York.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, of the arrival at Hampton Roads of U. S. vessels
Perry and Keystone State.

U. s. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 18, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department (through the
medium of the steamer George Peabody, which only touches here for a
very short [time] on hel· way to Washington) that the brig Perry and
steamer Keystone State have arrived but this moment.

Respectfully, your ob~dient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Senior Flag- Officer J3lockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary .Navy.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, oomma.nding West lTUlia.
Squadron, making 8ugge8tions in view ofchange offlagship.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 18, 1861.

SIR: As the steam frigate Roanoke has been ordered as my flagship
I respectfully suggest to the Department that I be authorized to send
this ship to New York under Captain Marston for the double purpose
of having her bottom examined, and that the officers and crew of this
ship may be transferred to the Roanoke. I would also state to the
Department that in case Flag·Officer Stringham should leave here, I
can transfer my flag to anyone of the vessels composing the blockad
ing squadron, or take up my residence at Fortress Monroe, and super
intend the blockade of the ports of Virginia under general instructiolls
from Flag-Officer Stringham. I would also avail myself of this oppor
tunity to state that no paymaster has yet arrived here, and it is indis·
pensable for the comfort of the officers and crew that one should be
sent here with as little delay as possible, and before this ship sails for
New York. I would also respectfully request that Commander J. B.
Marchand be ordered to the Home Squadron as captain of the fleet and
inspector of ordnance.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
G.•J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding Home [ Weat india] Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

11tIJtructions of Fl.ag-Ojficer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Bwckading Squadron, to Lieutenant Parrott, U. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. brig Perry, to bwckade the Ita·rbor of Fernandina, Fla.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, .May 18, 1861.

SIR: Herewith find enclosed copies of the proclamations of the
Pr68ident of the United States in reference to blockading.

You will proceed oft' the harbor of Fernandina, Fla., and the mouth
of St. Mary's River.

I wish to impress upon you the importance of maintaining a strict
blockade, preventing the ingress and egress of all vessels, excepting
under the following exception:

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Mal 4, 1861.
The Department would in every instance allow at least fifteen days for neutral

vessels to depart, with or without cargo, after the blockade is Bet with sufficient
force.

You will not capture or detain any foreign vessel proceeding toward
the entrance of a blockadod port if she shall not previously have
received from one of the blockading squadron a special notification of
the existence of the blockade, provided she has not contraband goOds
on board.

This notification must be inserted in writing on the muster roll of
the neutral vessel by the cruiser which meets her, I1nd it should con
tain the announcement, together with statements of the day and the
latitude and longitude in which it was made.
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Wishing you a pleasant voyage, I am, respectfully, your obedient
servant,

S. II. STR[NGHA~I,
Senior Flag- Officer Blockading Squadron.

I~ieutenant Oommanding ENOCH G. PARR01'T,
U. S. Brig Perry.

Order ofFlag-Officer Strin,qham, U. S. Na./'!f, eommancUng .fltlatltic Block·
ading Squadron, to Lieutenant Parrott, U. 8. NallY, c01n1ncmding TJ. S.
brig Perry, regarding provisions and/('nter for his vessel.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 18, 1861.

SIR: After cruising off the harbor of Fernandina until you get nearly
ontofprovisions and water and you find no opportunity to supply your·
Relf there, you call return to this place to obtain supplies or to Key
'VAst. I desire you to remain as long as possible on your cruili\ing
ground, and if there is any way of obtaining supplies of wood and
water there, you will do so.

You will take all means in your power to make known the establish
ment of the blockade. If you Itave opportunity to communicate with
me from time to time, please do so.

Respectfully, your ohedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Senior Flag·Officer Blockading Squadron,
Lieutena.nt Oommanding ENocn G. PARROT1',

U. S. Brig Perry.

Instructions from the Secretary of the NnllY to Flag-Officer Stringham
U. B. Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding
matters pertaining to his command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Jfay 18, 1861.
SIR: Your letters of the 15th and 17th instant have been received.
Protection to certain citizens in the insurgent States has been from

time to time enjoined by the President. In relation to the disposition
of the persons whom you JDay capture, much must fl'om the necessity
of the case be submitted to your own good judgment, in which the
Department has full confidence.

Perhaps Baltimore, althongh the nearest port, may not be the best to
which to send the vessels that fall into your hands.

1'here will doubtless be many cases involving new questions that you
may find it difficult to decide, but the courts of admiralty must dispose
of them, havin~ the facts submitted. It is desirable that llo rigid and
efficient blockade should be enforced at every point committed to your
jurisdiction at the earliest possible moment. The Department has
decided to purchase the Hteam tug Tankee. now employed in and about
Hampton Roads. The officers, crew, and engineers JlOW servin~ 011

board I\re to continue an<l will be paid by her present owners np to the
25th of this month, inclusive, when you will make such temporary

N W R-YOL 5--4l .
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appointments for the Yankee as she may require. The conditions stated
in the copy of instructions sent to you on the 16th instant refer rather
to the large purchased and chartered vessels. Such as the Ya1~keewill
not require so many officers, and it is left to your discretion to arrange
them.

It is proposed by the owners of certain bay steamers to run their
boats between Baltimore and Fortress Monroe, carrying the mail and
afl'ording fresh supplies, provided, in your opiuion, the strict require.
ments of the blockade are not interfered with. You may permit this
arrangement, giving the necessary orders to the various commanders
not to interfere with the vessels. All the boats and sUmmers armed iu
the Chesapeake are under your commandl and are to be disposed of so
as best to accomplish the objects iutende<1.

Major-General Butler, with a large force, will be ordered to Hampton
Roadtl, and you will communicate and cooperate with him.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Oomdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Order of thc Secretary of the Navy to Flag- 01ftcer Stringham, U. S. N a"y,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding cargo ofsc1uHmer
H. }{. Farnham. .

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Oommanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

NAVY DEPARTMEN'l', .ilfay 18,1861.
SIR: Herewith you will receive a copy of a letter which was trans

mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury and forwarded by him to the
Secretary of State, who has communicated the same to this Depart
ment with a recommendation that "in view of the facts and circum
stances as represented in the documents, the commander of the block
ading squadron in that quarter be instructed to allow the property to
leave Norfolk on its way to its original destination."

In pursuance of this recommendation you will permit Mr. Albert
Adams, the authorized agent of the parties, to pass the property
specified.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
[GIDEON WELLES.]

[Enclosure No.1.)

CUSTOM.HoUSE, COLI.EOTOR'S OFFIOE,
Boston, May 14,1861.

SIR: Albert Adams, esq., the bearer of this letter, is on his way to
Norfolk, Va., for the purpose of obtaining and sending forward a part
of the cargo of schooner H. N. Farnham, heretofore unlawfully detained
at that port, but wbich is now ready to be given up. He desires per
mission to export it thence to this or some other Northern port, and
such permission I trust you will give bim.

Mr. Adams will present to you a statement of this case drawn up by
John S. Tyler, esq., of this city, which I have examined and which I
I am satisfied is perfectly correct. The parties to whom the property
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is consigned. are well-known merchants of this city, and the nature of
most of the property is such that unless it comes forward very soon the
resnlt will be nearly or quite a total loss.

Mr. Adams himself is a loyal man and entirely reliable.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

.J. Z. GOODRICH,
Collector.

Hon. S. P. CHASE,
Seeretccry of the Treasury, Washington.

rEnclosure No.2.]

BOSTON, l1fay 14, 18(i1.
SIR: I have the houor to represent to you, in behalf of the owners

and master of the schooner H. N. Farham, that said vessel [sa.i1ed1from
Wilmington, in the State of North Carolina, on or about the 29th of
March, 1861, with a cargo of cotton, pitch, spirits turpentine, lumber,
and peanuts, bound for this port; that on the 2d of April following she
sustained damages in gales of wind, which caused her to leak and made
it necessary to put into port for repairs; that she did put into the port
of Norfolk, and there discharge her whole cargo and undergo repairs;
that after the repairs were made part of the cargo was taken in, but
before the lading was completed the yessel was foreihly seized by per
sons claiming to act under the authority of the State of Viq~inia, and
holes bored in her bottom for the purpose of Rinking her in the channel
way; that this intention was abandoned and the vessel restored to the
master, who immediately lelt Norfolk with that part of the cargo then
on board, and arrived at this port the 28th of April ultimo.

On discharging the cargo and comparing the quantity delivered with
tile quantity shipped, it appears that the follOWing-described merchan
dise was left at Norfolk, viz:

One bundred and eighty-eight barrels of spirits turpentine, consigned
to Frederic Kidder & Co.; 50 barrels of spirits turpentine, consigned
to Thoma... Simmons & Co.; 3 barrels of spirits turpentine, consigned to
Stimson, Valentine & Co.; 59 barrels spirits turpentine, consigned to
Charles Smith; 77 barrels spirits turpentine and 49 bales cotton, con·
signed to H. C. Thacker; 53 bags peanuts, consigned to P. G. Munro;
35,059 feet lumber consigned to Edward D. Peters & Co.

All of which said property is now at Norfolk, and the parties con
cerned therein propose to send Albert Adams, esq., to Norfolk, with
inRtructions to obtain said property and re8hip the same.

Now, the parties concerned, in view of the disturbed condition of
afl"airs, deem it important to obtain from the Government of the United
States special instructions to the officers at and near Norfolk that said
cargo be permitted to pass over to Fort Monroe aud by water to some
Northern port or place, and to this end they beg that you will furnish
:Mr. Adams a. letter of introduction to the Secretary of the Treasury,
that he may procure such instructions a8 may be deemed needful and
expedient.

Respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
J OHN ~. TYLElt.

lIon.•J. ~. GOODRICH,
Oolleetor of Boston,
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Engagements of the V. S. stea,mers Monticello and Thomas Freeborn with.
the Confedera,te battery at Sewell's Point, Va., May 18 and 19, 1861.

Report of Flag-oftloer Stringham, U. S. Navy, oommandiDg Atlantio mookading Squadron.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 19, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to report to the Department that Captain
.J. H. 'Ward arrived here yesterday in company with two small schooners
and a very small steam tug, in addition to the one commanded by himself.
About the time of his arrival I heard and saw firing from Captain
Eagle's vessel, the Star lJlontieello 1, now aetively blockading the mouths
of James and Elizabeth rivers. r immediately ordered Captain Ward
to go up to him. lie fonnd a battery being erected by the rebels from
1s0rfolk, which, with the aid of the Star [Monticello], was partially
destroyed.

Captain Eagle is very vigilant in the performance of his duty on
that station.

I yesterday had the honor of a visit from Senators Wade, Chandler,
and Morrill, with some gentlemen traveling in their company. They
desiring to return direct to Washington, I ordered Captain Ward to
'convey them in his steamer, with further orders to look in at the mouths
of the Virginia rivers on his way up and down, and to return to this
place as soon as possible. I hope this will meet your approval.

This afternoon (Sunday), about 5 :30 p. m., Captain Eagle, in the Star
[.Monticello], again opened fire upon the battery referred to above with
a heavy gun and a small one (he only carries two), and fired with prompt
ness and spirit until he exhausted his ammunition, when he returned
to this ship.

I shall snpply him with ammunition, and in the morning he will pro·
ceed to his original blockading station.

I have the honor to encloNe to the Department a copy of the report
of Captain IIelll'Y Eagle, commanding U. 8. S. Star [Monticelloj.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Scniorl<' wg-Officer Blockading Squadron.
IIon. GIDEON "TELLES,

Secretary of Nary.

[Enclosure.]

u. S. S. STAR PfONTICELLOj, May 19,1861.
SIR: From the time I reported to you yest~rdayI kept a strict watch

on the movements of the enemy in and about the Sewell's Point bat
teQ'. Several noises were heard during the night, but not distinct
enongh for me to trace them. At 5 :30 p. m. I heard distinct blows, as
if from an ax, securing timber platforms for gUll carriag-es inside of
the embrasures, and immediately I ordered a shot to be fired over them.
The rebels immediately hoisted a white tlag, with some design on it.
awl fired a shot that cut the fore· spencer vangs near the gaff. I imme
diately went to quarters and returned their fire,' which was contino
ued by them. I expended 15 I;tall<l of grape, 12 10·inch shot, 32 to·inch
shell, 10 shell for 3~,poullders, and 45 32·pound shot, making a total of
114 sllOts, which I think did some execution among the rebels. I only
desisted for want of ammuuition, having only 5 8·pound charges
remaining for the pivot gun. I regrt't that want of ammuuitioll com·
pelled me to retire, as I am. slJ,tistielll could have silenced the battery
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in a short time. I can not too highly praise the courage and patriotism
of the officers and men under lily command. 1'hey acted nobly and
with great coolness, as the repeated firings, as above, will show. The
action continued from 5:30 p. m. to 6:45 p. m., a duration of one hour
and fifteen minutes. The battery is masked, thirteen embrasures hav
ing been erected behind a sand bank. The rebels had three rifled can
non and flred several volleys of minie balls, which struck the ship.
The ship was struck fl,'e times by riffed cannon shot in the hull and
npper works. The damage can be repaired by ourselvcs. I herewith
enelose the report of the medical officer of this ship, by wllich you
will perceive that two men were ~lightly woundetl during the action.

I can not close this communication without calling the attention of
the flag·officer to the valuable services of Lieutenant Daniel L. Braine,
who had charge of our pivot, alld who, during the whole acti<Jn,
displayed great coolness and skill in its management.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY EAGLE,

Captain, and Gormnanlling U. S. S. Star [Monticello J.
Flag-Officer S. If. STRINGHAM,

Commanding Home /:3quadron, Prigatc Jfinllcsota.

Report of Lieutenant Draine, U. 8. Navy, U. 8. S. J[ontioello, regarding duty performed by
him on board the U. S. S. Thomas Freebom.

u. S. S. :MO~TICELLO,
Hampton UOllds, ~l[ay 2:.!, 1861.

SIR: In compliance with your request that I rendt'r you a statement
in writing of the part which the steamcr Thomas .Freeborn took in flriug
into an unfinished battery above Sewell's Point, I IHlve to 8tate that
after we had fired a. number of times from the U. S. S. Monticello, the
steamer Thomas Freeborn came along and Commander "Yard came on
board. I went with him in his boat to the Thomas .Freeborn, and took
the vessel at his reqnest in as close to the earthworks as I thoug-htnec
essary. Commander Ward then fired a number of shot from his for
ward gun, a. heavy 32.pounder, which did some slight injury to the '
embrasures. There were some twelve or fonrteen shots fired in all, and
the Thomas Freeborn then withdrew from her position and retumed to
Hampton Roads. While on board the Freeborn, I did not see any
armed men in the battery 1101' allY pieces of ordnance.

I am, respectfully, your olJedient sf'rvant,
D. Ij. BRAINE,

Lieutenant, Commanding.
Captain IlENRY BAGLE, IT. S. Navy.

..
Report of oommandant navy yard, Washington, giving renltll of examination of fragments of

lIhel1extracted from the U. S. S. J[ontioello.

COMM.ANDAN1"S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washington, May 30,186'1.

SIR: I have just examined the fra~mentsof a shell from the ritled
~nn at Sewell's Point that lodged in the Jlfonticelw, late Star, from
which I find the following:

First. The gun haR the bore of a :{-l'0under and the shell weighed
probalJly 5 to 7 pouuds.
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Second. The shell is made of the kind patented by D.'. Rood, of Ala
bama, and now owneu principally by :Mr. Parrott, of Colll ~p .. ing.

Third. I have tried this kind to some extent, and know that they are
not very accurate, though useful in some particular caseN.

Fourth. The sand bank in front of these guns alone prevent.ed the
to-inch shells of t.he .Monticello (distant half a mile) from entirely
destroying the battery.

Fifth. 'rhe lfontieello was in no material danger from shellt:! so small,
as regards her hull, but they would have been seriout:! to her boilers.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient Rervant,
JNO. A. DAHLGREN,

Commandant.
Hon. GIDEON \VELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Reports of Bri~er-OeneralWalter Gwynn, C. B. Army, ooD1JlllUlding at Norfolk.

NORFOLK, VA., Jluy 20,1861.
The enemy firell 011 the unfinished battery at Sewell's Point 011 the

18th, but did no damage. There were at that time no guns mounted
or nearer than Norfolk. I sent forward three guns immooiately and
two of the rifled cannon. Got tlIem in position at 5 p. m. on the 19th.
Soon after the enemy opened fire, which was retnrned and kept np one
and a half hours, when the vessel from which the guns were fired with
drew. A fuller report will be made to·morrow. Just returned from
Sewell's Point. Reports ill from the pickets at all points.

No immediate attack apprehended. Troops thrown forward and in
position. Confident of making defense good. I am strengthening to
solDe extent my position. Want GOO laborers, and am reentorcing the
batteries, which takes off so mauy mell that additional troops are
required.

WALTER GWYNN.
R. S. GARNETT,

Adjutant-General rirginia Furces.

HEADI.lUARTERS FORCES OF VIRGINIA AROUND NORFOLK,
May 20, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that late iu the evening of the
18th iustant I received intelligence of an attack made by the enemy's
steamer Monticello on the unfinished worktl at Sewell's Point. This
battery was not sutlicientlyadvanced at the time to receive its arma
ment and garrison. '1'he llfonticello carried three guns, one of which
was a heavy lO·inch Dahlgren. With these she kept up a constant
fire with solid shot and shell for more than an hour, when a steam tug
from Old Point carrying one guu came to her aid, and the two vessell!
continued the cannonade until the close of the day without any serious
injury to the works. The tug then retnrned to Old Point, and the
Monticello moored, with broadside on, with the intention, apparently,
of continuing the attack, in order to demolish the works or prevent
their progress. Early on the morning of the] 9th I hurried on the guns
and equipment, and repaired to Sewell'l! Point, to expedite the works
for their reception, and by 5 p. m. succeeded in getting three 32.
pounders and two small rifled gUll~ into position, while detachments of
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infa.ntry llnd artill~ry, ordered from lIl'ig-h hOJ'illg' p08tS, occllpit>d t.he
battery and contig-uons points. During all this time the llLol£ticello,
apparently not suspecting the operations going fOI'\\'ard, was engaged
in preparing for auotlJer e1l0rt, by C8,lcnlating the range and diHtance
and adjusting her guns to snit. With instructions to Captain Colquitt,
of Georgia, to whom r gave command of all the forces and guns at the
post, to continue the preparations, reserving- his fire until the enemy
renewed the cannonade, r returned to Norfolk. At 5:30 o'clock the
Monficello again opened fire f!'Olll all her gun8, and with muclJ greater
precision than 011 the preceding day. It was instantly returned and
with such e1l'ect that slJe was driven oft' and returned to Old Point. The
eng-ageml'nt continued for an hour and a. halt' withont intermission on
eitlJer sitle, and, tlJough the onemy'g fire was well ciirected, one shell
bursting within an embrasure and stweral others directly over tlJe hat
tery, while solid shot repeatedly passeU through the embraslll'es and
struck the crest and sides of the merlons, hlll'ling masses of earth from
the outside among the gunners, r am happy to inform you that no cas
ualty of moment occurred to the troops, nor was material injury done
to the battery. What damage or loss was RustaiMd by the enemy I
was not able to discover, but his retreat indicated that our fire had
become too warm for further endurance. As early as 1 received infoI'·
mation of the second attack and repulse, [ ordered forward more troops
and hastened during the night; to Sewell's Point to make such other
dispositions as might be necessary to defend the post agaiDl~t any fur
ther and more formidable assaults which the enemy's large naval llnd
military forces at Old Point would enable him to make.

r can not close this brief account of the engagement without express·
ing my admiration of the enthusiasm and braveI'y manifested by the
troops. Where officers and men displayed so much merit it would be
invidious to discriminate, and I therefore refer you to the accompany
ing report of Captain Colquitt for further }1arti(~ulars. HiS positIOn, as
commanding officer of the post, gave him au opportunity of displaying
the qualities which adQrn the soldier, and the general appreciation of
his gallantry and merit by those under his command enable me to com·
mend him most warmly to your consideration.

In conclusion, I would state tlJat, in consequence of the want of a
Virginia or Confederate flag for the occasion, the flag of Georgia,
belonging to Captain Colquitt's company, was planted on the ramparts
during the engagement, and, while the hottest fire was prevailing, two
members of his company, whose names I will forward you when reported
to me as deserving particular notice, fearlessly passed to the outside of
the battery and deliberately removed the sand and other obstructions to
the range of one of the guns while shot and shell were striking aU
about them.

r am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WALTER GWYNN.

Major.General LEE,
Oommanding Forces of Virginia, Richmond, Va.

Report of Captain Peyton H. Colquitt, C. 8. Army, oommanding at Sewell'. Point,

SEWELL'S POINT, V.A.., jlfay 19, 18(j1.
SIR: I have the honor to report to yon an engagement this evening

between the Confederate troops, consisting of the City Light Guards,



G48 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Columbus, Ga.; Woodis Ritles, Captain Lamb; detachment of the
Norfolk Juniors, under Lieutenant Holmes; detachment of Light Artil·
lery Blues, under Lieutenant Nash, all under my command, and the
steamer Afonticello and Federal steam tug, which lasted for one hour
and a half, in which nobody Wal'! hurt on our side. The enemy fired.
with great accuracy, several balls passing through the embrasures of
the fort, one striking a 32-pounder within the battery, and one shell
bursting in the fort. From three to five shots from our battery took
eftect, we think; others struck around the steamer. The troops acted
with great bravery, and I had to restrain them in their enthusiasm.
The flag of Georgia was hoisted over the fort in the absence of the
Confederate flag. Our firing was less frequent than that of the enemy,
as our ammuuition was flcarce; only two rounds left after the en~e

ment. Your aids, Major William E. Taylor, R. R. Oollier, and Colonel
Thomas Newton, were preRent and aided in the struggle.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
PEYTON H. COLQUll'T.

Major-General GWYNN.
Commanding Forces, Norfolk Harbor.

P. S.-Two members of the City Light Guards (Georgia) dug away
the sand in front of one of the portholes during the hottest of the fire.

Report of Flag-o'tficer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blocka.ding Squadrun, sUflgesting sert'we for U. S. sloop Oumberland.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 19, 1861.

SIR: In forwarding Flag-Officer Pendergrast's communication· of
May 18, 18ti1, to the Department, I take the liberty of making a single
suggestion ill reference to the disposition of the Cumberland, growing
out of the fact of the certain presence of large steamers at Charleston,
as pel' communication containing hst of vesHels as furnished by Mr. H.
Loring, of Boston, to the Department.

I respectfully suggest, if the Department sees fit to comply with Com
modore Pendergrast's suggestions of taking up his quarters at l<'ortress
Monroe (to which I see 110 objection), that the Cumberland, instead of
going immediately to New York, be first sent oft' Charleston (where
only the small steamer Harriet Lane now is) to cruise until she can be
relieved by one of the large vessels daily expected to report here for
service, after which the Cumberland might proceed to New York.

I inferred from your communication of };lay 4, 1861, that I might
pmploy the Cumberland on blockading duty, but only at this port, and
therefore Illy suggestion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H, STRINGHAM,

Senior Flag-Officer Blockading Squadron.
HOll. GIDEON ·WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

• S"" }" 640.
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S. H. S'l'RlilwHAM,
Senior Flag- (~tfieer Blockading Squadron.

Rept»"t of Flag-Ojfict!r Stringham, U. S. Sm'y, commanding Atlantic
J~u)ekatlillU ,-';quadroll, suggesting immediate occupation of Cape Henry,
nrginia, by troops. •

u. S. S. .l\IINNES01'A,
Hampton Roads, May 19, 1861.

SIR: I take the liberty of sug-gestillg to the Department the very
great importance of keeping' perfectly free and clear the navigation of
the Che8apeake, l\nel of taking means immediately to llrevent any
occupation of (Jape Henry by tho rebels of Virginia.

It' they choose to occupy tho cape with guns, they can prevent the
ingress of vessels of large size or at least do great damage.

I would respectfully Hug-gest the immediate occupation of that point
by a force of at least a tbousand men and some heavy guns. With
boards the soldierR could easily erect quarters ample and comfortable
for the present, and that point once occupied could be readily defended,
and if necessary supported by the fleet.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

lIon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary 0/ Savy.

Capture of the xhip A. B. Thompson, by the C. S. S. Lady flal'is, off tM
coast oj' South Carolina, Jlay 19, 1861.

Letter from the Sooretary of the Navy to Flag-Olfloor Stringham, U. S. Navy, oommandiDg
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, tranamitting reqUBllt of the owner of ship A. B. Thompson.

NAVY DEPAR1'MENT, June 27,1861.
SIR: I herewith encloRe a copy of a letter that has been referred to

the Department by tbe Honorable 'WilIiam IP.I Fessenden, inl'clation to
the sllip A. B. Thompson, of Brunswick, Me., wbich was captured ]leaf
Savaullab by the rebel steamer Lady Da,vis amI taken to Beaufort,
S. C., on the 21st ultimo.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flug--Oflicer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdg. ,lUanNe Blockadillg Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[Eucl08l1rtl.]

PORTLAND, June 22, 1861.
DEAR SIR: On the 21st ultimo, my ship A. B. Thompson, of Bruns

wick, 1\1e., of V80 tom'l, was t.aken, after leaving Savannah on the day
previous, oft' Portu~al Ray, by I\teamer Lady Davis, Captain Pelot, and
taken to Beaufort, S. C., us we learn from our correspondent at Savan
nah, Ga. I have llot received any information from the captain since
sbe left Savannah.

She is rather a fast sailer; she will make the rebels a good sloop of
war. She can be convertell into a steamer and would make II. formida
ble privateer. Please represent this to our Government at Wasbing
ton. Sbe is worth about $30,000 to me, or us. They will confer a great
favor on us if they will send a steamer, take bel' out, and tow her to
sea. 'Ve presume her whole crew are on board.

I have tbe honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
DANIEL lloon.

Bon. WILLIA~I [P.] FESSENDEN.
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R. C. GILCHRIST,
Prize Oommissioner, O. S. A.

Letter from R. C. Gilchrist, C. S. prize oommisllioner, to the jadge or the C. S. diamat court,
tra.nsmitting papers in the cue of pri2.0 ship A. B. ThomplOD.

OONFEDERATi.; STA'l'ES OF AMERICA,
South Oarolina District:

I would reflpectfully report to your honor that Lieutenant Pelot, of
the O. S. S. La,dy Duris, appeared before me 011 the 2'2d day of May,
1~61, amI delivered to me all tile papers of the ship A. B. Tlwt1lpS01l,
taken as prize by the said steamer La,rly Dads.

The l'mid papers and all illvelltory of tho samc are herewith filed. On
the 24th of May I went to Beaufort, where the said ship was moored, to
take possession of her as prize commissioner. I found her 8afely
anchored under the ~UIlS of the Lady ])ul'is and guarded every night
by a detachment of nine soldiers from the fort. I immediately pro
ceeded to examine the officers and crew on the standin~ interrogatories
propounded by the court, and I herewith file the full and explicit replies
given by the captaill, tho first und second mates, al\(l two of the most
intelligent of the crew, the largest proportion of whom were foreigners,
unable to speak our language.

I made a thorough examination of the whole vessel. There was no
cargo on board. Hereto annexed is an inventory of all I conld find.
I placed a seal on Marryat's signal fiags, but toM the captain of the
prize ship that he and his crew could use the ship's stores so long as
tlJey remained by tile vessel.

For the purpose of securing the ship I had all the saHs unbent and
Rtowed away in the llOld; the run lIing tackle was likewise taken down, so
that the vessel is completely dismantled. The officers of the Lady J)afJu
still remain in charge of the ship and should the steamer be ordered
oft· before the ship is more completely in the custody of the court, a
guard will be detailed from the fort.

The officers and crew of the prize ship still remain on board.
All of which is respectfully reported.

R. C. GILCHRIST,
O. S. Prize Commissioner.

HOll. A. G. MAGRATH,
Judge, Oonfederate States Oourt.

[Enclosures.]

Examillation in preparatorio of o.ffieers and crlllO of prize ship A. R. Thompson, taketa by
Ih~ C. S. S. Lady Davis.

CONFEDEKATE STATES OF AM.ERICA,
South Cm'olina District:

I would respectfully report the following testimony taken upon the
standing interrogatories.

HOll. A. G. MAGRATH,
Judge of the Oonfederate States Oourtfor South Carolina District.

Examination of' Captain HUSSEY:

To the first interrogatory: I was born in the town of Greene, in the
State of Maine. I live at Wellt Woodstock, Conn.; have lived there
five years. I am a cit,izen of the State of Connecticut.

Second interrogatory: I was present at the time of the taking of the
ship A. B. Thompson, and was in command of her.
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Third interrogatory: The ship was about 10 miles east of Savannah
bar, as nearly as I ean judge, at the time she was taken. She was
taken last Sunday, the IHth of May, 1861, about 11 o'clock a. m. She
was carried into Beaufort Harbor. The reason given me, was that I
rlid not have a proper clearance from Savannah, and on that accollnt she
was seized. The ship sailed under the Americun or United Statt>s col·
ors. I had no other national colors on board, but had sollle Marryat's
signal colors and a flag with the ship's nallle on it. I had those signal
flags to communicate with other vessels or with tIle shore in case any
thing was wanted. No resistance was made to the seizure. We were
taken by the steamer Lady Da,1'iJl.

Fourth interrogatory: F. A. Hussey is the name of the commander
of this ship. 1 am the cOlllmander. The owners appointed me. Cap
tain ,Tames lVI. Small, Illy predecessor, rlelivered to me the possession of
the ship. 1 took possession of hEW at Antwerp, Belgiulll, on the 18th
day of March, 18m. I live, as I have oefore stated, at West Woodstock,
Conn.; was born 1n the town of Greene, Me., and am a citizen of the
United States.

Fifth interrogatory: The tonnage of my ship is 980 tons, or there
abouts. There were twenty-three, counting mariners and officers, on
board. The mariners were principally foreigners-some Irish, some
English, and some Dutch. There was one American. I can't say pos
itively whether there were any more. 'l'hey were shipped in Antwerp,
by two shipping masters whom I employed for that purpose, somewhere
between the 20th and 25th of Mareh, 1861.

Sixth interrogatory: ~ either I nor any of the officers or mariners had
or have any part, share, or interest in either the vessel or cargo. /She
had no cargo, only ballast. I belonged to the vessel at the time of her
Keizure, was master of her; I have only kllown thil:~ ship from the 18th
of March last; I never saw her before I took commalld of her.
. Seventh interrogatory: The ship's nallle is A. B. Thompson; she has

been called by this name since she was first registered, sOllie eight J'ears
ago. She has never had any oth8l' name, liO far as I know. I left Ant·
werp 011 the 27th day of March and sailed directly for /Savannah, Ga. I
arrived in Savallnah last Friday, the 17th of May. My voyage was to
commence at Antwerp and then sail to Savannah, where I was to receive
further orders. I expected to receive my orders from the pilot. The
pilot told me that he was not allowed to deliver letters to ships outside.
I therefore left my ship oft· Tybee light and went up to Savannah, where
I rel'eiverl orders from the owners of the ship to take her to Hampton
Hoads; but hearing that harbor was blockaded, I concludell to take the
ship to New York. I left Savannah with the ship about 9 o'clock /Sun
day moming, and had just got sail on my ship when 1 was taken. The
ship was in ballast about 400 tons, sand anti stone; she had no cargo,
and had I10ne from the time of leaving Antwerp.

Eighth interrogatory: The owners are Daniel Hood, of Portland;
A. D. Thompson and George Mustard and others, of Brunswick [Me.].
The names of the owners are found on the register. I know it from the
fact of their engaging me to take charge of the ship and from seeing
their names on the register. 'l.'hey are citizens of the State of Maiue.

Ninth anti tenth interrogatories: There was no lading on board the
vessel; nothillg but ballast, which belongs to the ship.

Eleventh interrogatory: There was no charter party signed for the
voyage.

'l'welfth interrogatory: The only papers on board the vessel were the
register, crew lists, muuifest, clearance, and log book; these were all
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delivered to the commander of the steamer Lady Davis. There a.re
some old papers now on board relating' to former voyages.

Thirreenth interrogatory: There were no passengers on board the
ship.

Fourteenth interrogatory: The ship was steering for New York at
the time she was pursued and taken. lIer course was not altered.

Fifteenth interrogatory: The ship did lIot have any gullS mounted.
Sixteenth interrogatory: I have already full~answeredto the ~tof

DIy knowledge and belief:
F. A. BUSSEY.

Sworn to this 24th May, 1861.
R. C. GILCHR181',

C. S. Commisswner.

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
South Carolina I)'istrict, Port of Beaufort:

Before me personally appeared Benjamin R. Bythewood, collector of
the port of Beaufort, who upon oath says, that under the notification
made to him of the prize ship A. B. Thompson, now in the said port, by
R. C. Gilchrist, commissioner, and the order of his honor Judge
Magrath, of the Oonfederate court, he has delivered all persons found
on board the ship A. B. Thompson into the custody of the military offi·
cer of the Confederate States in command at this port; and further
does certify that he has this day p08ted a copy of the monition, dated.
the 3d day of June, A. D. 1861, upon the mainmast of the prize ship
A. B. Thompson, now lying in this port.

[SEAL.] BENJ. R. BYTHEWOOD,
Collector.

SWOl'll before DIe this 8th day of .June, A. D. 186!.
WM.•J. DE TREVILLE,

Magistrate.

OFFICE ASSIS1'ANT TREASURER OF CONFEDERA1'E STATES,
Charleston, November 6, 1861.

SIR: Mr. n. Y. Gray, district clerk, has deposited. with me to the
credit of the treasurer, the proceeds of the prize ship A. B. Thompson,
amounting to $14,:J50Al.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. C. PRESSLEY,

Assistant Treasurer.
ROll. C. G. MEMMINGER,

Searetary of the Treasury, Richmond, Va.

Petition of Stephen Elliott et aI., IltatiDg the groundl of their claim to share in the pme ship
A. B. Thomplon.

[JUNE 24,1861.1
THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,

District of South Carolina:
The petition of Stephen Elliott, jr., B. W. Slowman, R. M. Fuller,

n. O. Morg'lln,.J. W. Bohl, II. E. [C. M. T] Bold,R. M. Fuller, sr., H. M. Ful
ler, II. [M.] Zealy, [Philip] P.Murray, S. E.lllouut, S. Eo Baruwell, M. W.
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I .

Fripp, J. S. Gibbe!\, William Thompson, Thomas B. Catherwood, C[harles
II.] Willcox, and J. Eo Chaplin showeth unto your honor that a libel has
been exhibited am] filed ill your honorable court against the ship
A. B. Thompson, captured on the high seas by the Confedemte steamer
L(/.(ly Davis, Lieutellant Pelot commanding', and a monition has been
issued citing all who have or pretend to have any right, title, clnim,
interest, property, or demand whatsoever in, to, or out of the said ship,
to be and appear before your honorable court on Monday, the 24th day
of .June, anno Domini 1861.

And the petition further showeth that the said Stephen Elliott, jr.,
being a captain, the saitl B. W. Slowman and H. .M. Fuller, jr., being
sergeants, and the rest of your petitioners being privates in the Beau
fort Artillery, It company in the military service of the State of South
Carolina, and stationed in g'arrison at Fort Littleton, a military post
near Beaufort in the said State, do claim an interest in the said cap
tured ship A. 1J. Thompson, aR joillt captors thereof, under the follow
ing circumstanceR, to wit: That ou the morning of the 18th of .May,
A. D. 1861, IJieuteuant Pelot, commanding the Lady .Dal,is, called upon
the said Captain Elliott and requested him to bring ou board of the
Lady Davis a detachment of his men and accompany him outside of the
bar, to which request Captain Elliott assented, but that the weather
proving unfavomLle tlle expedition was abandoned and Captain Elliott
and his detachment landed at the fort with the understanding that
their services would be required the following day. That on the fol
lowing day, the 19th of May, A. D. 18M, Lieutenant Pelot called upon
Captain Elliott and took him, two sergeallts, and sixteen privates, being
your petitioners, completely armed, and also took Captain Elliott's boat
in tow and proceeded across Port HOJ-ai bar. Ab(\ut 8 miles beyond
the bar, the Lady Davis hailed the 8hip A. B. Thompson, and at the
suggflstion of Captain Elliott, Lieutenant Pelot orllered her to be
boarded. Lieutenant Stockton, of the Lady Dal'is, then boarded the
ship from Captain Elliott's boat, accompanied by Captain Elliott and
one of the detachment from Fort Littleton, who was Rtationed at the
signal halyards to cut them in case of foul play. After some conversa
tion with the captain the boarding party returned to the Lady Davis
and Lieutenant Stockton .wpnt on board, soon after which Lieutenant
Pelot, coming to the side of his vessel, asked Captain Elliott whether
he would take the Thompson to Charleston, to which Captain Elliott
replied that he llpemed such an attempt injudicious in view of the
blockade then existing at that port. Lieutenant Pelot then asked
whether Captain Elliott would take the Thompson to Port Royal,
to which he consl:lnted. Lieutenant Stockton and Captain Elliott
then returned to the sllip A. B. Thompson, taking with them Pri
vates R. M. Fuller, J. E. Chaplin, and 1\1. ·W. Fripp, who guarded
the hatchwllY, while the master of the ship was sent to the Lady Davis
and the boat then return('(l bringing Sergeant B. W. Slowman, Privates
H.E.rC.M. '1 Bolll,J. W. Bold,n. C. Morgan, H.1\!. Fuller,H.[M.JZealy,
O. [Ft.] Willcox, and three or four of the crew of tIle Lady Deu·is.
Lieutenant Stockton then placed t.he veRsel under the command of
Captain Elliott, who gave the courses to the helmsman and the neces
sary order8. After passing the shoals at the mouth of the harbor, the
Lady Davis hailed the ship amI directed it to follow in her wake,
bnt finding that this direction brought the ship into shallow wat~r,

where she struck and ran great danger of finally stranding, Captain
Elliott changed her course and brought her to Beaufort.
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Wherefore your petitioners pray that your honor will appoint a day
when they may intervene in behalf of their interests and exhibit to
your honor the proofs thereof.

Wl\I. HENRY TRESCOT,
Proctor for Petitionerll.

Hon. A. G. MAGRATH,
Judge oj'the District Court.

Testimony of Lieutenant Edward C. Stockton.

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
South Carolina District, in admiralty:

CONFEDJ<JRATE STATEH OJ<' AMERICA)
l' C

SIllI' A. B. THoMPsON. )
Lieutenant EDWARD C. STOCKTON, a witness produced and examined

in behalf of the claimants, Stephen Elliott, jr., and others, being duly
sworn deposes:

That he is now a lieutenant in the Marine Corps of tIle Confederate
States, but that he held a commission as lieutenant in the Navy only
from the State of South Carolina at the time of the capture of the
Thompson; that deponent was in command of the steamer Lady Davis
while she was owned hy the State of l50uth Carolina, and under the'
orders of the governor of South Cal'Olina as part of the coa!\t police of
the State, until about a week before the capture, when Lieutenant
Thomas P. Pelot, of the C. S. Navy,took command of her, bythedirec
tion of the governor. Deponent came to Charleston on Friday, the 1itb
of May, and had an interview with Commodore Tattnall, C. S. Navy,
in which he learned that the Lady Daris was under the orders of Com
modore Tattnall as a part of the C. S. Navy, and that Lieutenant Pelot
had been ordered by the Secretary of the Navy to the Lady Dal'i.tt, and
that he, deponent, then had an interview with the governor, who
informeu ueponent that he had nothing to do with the Lady Davis, as
slle had been turned o\'er to the Confederate States, but that, as orders
bad been sent to Lieutenant 1>elot to come to Charleston, he desired
ueponent to keep command of the Lady lJa'd.v uutil Pelot could return
to her. Depouent returned to Beaufort on Saturday night aud found
Lieutel1ant Pelot in command of the Lady D,wis. Tho next day, Sun·
day,19th May, tbe Lady Da1,is went out in search of the U. S. brig
Perry, and while crnising about fell ill with and captured the A. B.
Tllompson. Deponent has read carefully the petition and claim of Cap
tain Stephen Elliott,•.ir., and admits that the facts stated by him which
are witlJin deponent's knowledge arc ti'uly and accurately set forth,
except that when they went 011 board the Thompson, Captain Elliott
did not take command of her. Deponent was in commaud, and gave
the necessary orders for sailing the ship, but Captain Elliott acted as
pilot aud direcwd the courses of the vessel, and by his familiarity with
tbe bar was of most eHsential service ill bringing the ship iu safely;
in fact, but for Captain Elliott's knowledge the ship would probably
have gone ashore, as tbere was no one else on board who knew the bar.
The names stated in the petition arc not known to deponent, but
deponent reqnested Captain Elliott to furnish bim with a list of his
men, as (leponcnt conHidprpd that they would be entitled to share in
the prize moncy, and deponent has no uoubt that the list is correct.

I
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Deponent also thinks that the statement in the petition with regard to
the conversation between Lieutenant Pelot and Captain Elliott on the
Saturday preceding the capture is correct, from what he has heard
from Lieutenant Pelot.

Deponent further states that there were on board of the Lady Davis
at the time of the capture of the Thompson, the following officers:
Lieutenant Thomas P. Pelot, O. S. Navy, commanding; deponent, lieu
tenant in South Carolina Navy, second in command; James Pelot,
assistant surgeon, of State of South Carolina; Midshipmen Thomas
and Walker, also of the State service; also two engineers, Geddes and
Yates, appointed by the State; one ship's steward, three quartermas
ters, and no extra petty officers, and, as well as deponent remembers,
twenty seamen, firemen, and coal heavers; but this will appear by the
log book of the Lfldy Davis.

Deponent further says that the Lady Da.ms is about 250 tons burden,
and the Thompson is about 980 tons, and the numb~r of the crew on the
Thompson was about twenty-three.

Deponent further states that in his opinion the soldiers under the
command of Captain Elliott did duty on this occasion as marines.

E. C. STOCKTON,
Lieutenant, C. oS. Marines.

Sworn to before me this 29th June, 1861.
u. C. GILCHRIS'l',

C. S. Commissioner.

Deponent wishes to add to his testimony written above that Captain
EUiott went on the steamer Lady Daris at the invitation of Lieutenant
Pelot, and it was not at the request of Lieutenant Pelot.

E. C. STOOKTON,
C. tJ. Marines.

Teltimony or Lieutenant Thomaa P. Pelot.

Lieutenant THOMAS P. PELOT, C. lS.1 Navy, being duly sworn, sayR:
Examined by Mr. TRESCOT:

I was in command of the steamer Lady Davis at the time of the cap
ture of the ship A. B. Thompson. The crew consisted of twenty-three
lJ.en, myself, and the officers who were with me. Lieutenant Stockton,
Surgeon Pelot, 1\1 idshipmen Walkerand Thomas, Chief EngineerGeddes,
Assistant Engineer Yates, Pilot Murray, were the officers. We like
wise had Captain Elliott, of the Beaufort Volunteer Artillery, and abon t
fifteen or twenty of his men. On Saturday, the lRth of May, I went to
see Captain Elliott at his residence, and asked him to go on board the
Lady Davis as a pilot, to which he agreed. On our way to the boat to
embark lle asked if I would allow some of hil'! company to go on board,
to which I consented, limiting the number to a dozen, and promised to
call at the fort for them. On tlJe same day, with these perRolll~on board,
we proceeded to the bar, but, in consequence of the threatening appear
ance of the weather, we returned and landed the members ofthe Beau·
fort Volunteers. Captain Elliott asked me to call on the following
day, as I told him I was going out, and receive him and a part of hill
company on board, wllich in courtesy I accepted. On the folIowln~
day (Sunday, the 19t1l) we proeeeded over the bar. We saw the A. If.
Thompsot£ making Rail in the Offillg-, !\tall(lill~ to the nortllwarll. We
lll'proached her, ordtm~l her to show her colors and heave to. Ordered
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Lieutenant Stockton to boarll her and examine her. Lieutenant Stock
ton returned ~\nd reported that the ship Wa.tl the American ship A. B.
Thompson, of Maine, cleared at the port of Savanuah by the deputy
collector. Ordered Lieutenant Stockton to take a prize crew from the
men of the Lady Davis and take charge or her. Uequested Captain
Elliott to pilot the ship into Port Uoyal, which request he acceded to.
Captain Elliott went on b~mrd the ship in the capacity of pilot at my
request. When we took Captain Elliott and his men on board we took
their boat in tow at the same time. When Lieutenant ~tocktonboarded
the ship, I think he boarded her in Captain Elliott's boat, or rather the
boat in which they came on board. When Lieutenant Stockton first
went on board he was accompanied by Captain Elliott, but not at my
request. I ordered Lieutenant Stockton to m.an the boat, but did not
specify what men were to go on board. 'fhere were Rome of Captain
ElhoWs men in the boat. After Lieutenant l:5tockton returned to the
Lady Davis and reported, I requested Captain Elliott to pilot the ship
into Beaufort, but' do not remember the details of the conversation. I
had a pilot of my own on board, whom I retailled to pilot the Lady Davis.
Lieutenant Stockton then returned to the ship, taking Oaptain Elliott
aud (lome of his men with him. 'Wllen Lieutenant Stockton returned,
he sent the captain and officers of the l'hompSOlt and her papers back
to the Lady Davis by my orders. The prize crew was then sent back to
the ship. I detailed that crew (I think there were six), consisting of
the lUen of the Lady DaviB. Some of the mell of Captain Elliott's com
pany accompanied the prize crew; they a'lked Illy ilermission to do so,
and I granted it, havin'g no right to detain them. 1 think they were
all armed. 1 know nothing of what took place on board of the ship
after Lieutenant Stockton took charge of ller. While we were going
into port I ordered Lieutenant Stockton to give me a hawser to tow the
ship, which I afterwards countermanderl. I ordered Lieutenant Stock
ton to follow in our wake. 1 ordered Lieutenant Stockton to cross the
bar under topsails. A portion of the way she followed in our wake.
Lieutenant Stockton asked permission to bring the ship in without
regard to my previous orders, as he had been advised to do so. The
Lady Davis and prize went in company to the town of Beaufort. The
prize crew remained on board the ship until sunset. Lieutenant Stock
ton came on shore about that time and said that he had left a party of
Captain Elliott's lIIen in char~eof the ship. I requested Captaiu Elliott
to retain a guard on board the vessel. They have been in charge of
the ship until a few days ago. 'file twenty-three lUen on board the
Lady Davis allowed me only six men to seud on board the ship as a prize
crew. When I invited Oaptain Elliott to go with lIIe on the 18th, it
was with the intention of attacking the Perry, an armed vessel of the
U. S. Navy. The object of the expedition on the 19th was the same.
I never had auy conversation with Captain Elliott about a list of the
men who accompanied him.

Cross-examined by Mr. MILES:
I took command of the Lady Davis on tIle 10th or 11th of May, by

order of Governor Pickens. I then had my commission from the Con
federate States. 1 had orders frolll GovernOl' Pickens to report to Com
modore Tattnall, who was in command of this division. I considered
that the Lady Da.1,is was then in the Confederate service. The engineer
may have been in tIle Confederate service; none of t11e others were.
The crew WllS reenlisted into the Confederate service the day after the



capture. The officers of the State were then dismissed between that
and the 1st. The Lady Dat?is had a 24-pound howitzer and a rifle can
non; they both belonged to the State. The howitzer was turned over
to the Confederate service' the rifle cannon still belongs to the State.
The Lady Davis is now at Beaufort, under thc commaml of lJieutenant
Rutledge.

r considered the men of Oaptain Elliott's company as my gUC!lts.
Captain Elliott was absolutcly necessary to me, because I did not have
my pilot, but the men were not necessary to me. I intended to fight
the Perry at a long range with my rifle cannon. I had no idea of
comillg within range of her gnns. I had no intention of boarding her,
and marines would have been of no use to me. My pilot had returned
the following day; r therefore did not ask Oaptain Elliott to go with
me, but be a!lked me to call for him, which I agreed to do, and also to
take some of his men. I did not need or desire their assistance; I
gave no command to Captain Elliott or any of his men. Before the
capture, Captain Elliott was on my boat as guest; after the capture
be was on the prize as pilot. The men were the whole time as guests.

All my orders were given to Lieutenant Stockton and Midshipman
Walker. Captain Elliott diclnot claim to me to participate in the prize
money resulting from the capture either at the time or after the capture.
r considered that he was entitled to remuneration for his services l\."l

pilot, but his men were entitled to nothing, unless Lieutenant Stockton
had used any of them in the sallie capacity. The Lady Dat'is was 250
tons; the prize ship about 998 tons. After taking out the prize crew,
r had men enough on board the Dat?is to perform all tho necessary
duties, and the men I put on board were sufficient, under the cirmlm·
stances, to man the prize. The crcw of the ship assisted in working
her in; there was no resistance offered. I first knew of the claim of
Captain Elliott through the publication in the Courier a few days ago.
r received my orders from the Secretary of the Navy to go on board
the Lady Davis on the 18th of May.

~
I
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Tnos. P. PELOT,
Lieutenant, C. 8. Navy.

Sworn to before me this 3d July, 1861.
R C. GILCHRIST,

C. S. Commissioner.

TllItimonyof William W. White.

WILLIAM W. WHITE being duly sworn, says:

Examined by Mr. TRESCO'l':
r am clerk and bookkeeper in the State treasury of South Carolina.

The payment of the Government of the Oonfederate States to the State
of South Carolina for the steamer Lady Davis was made on the 7th of
May, 1861, in a check for $32,000, which check passed through my
hands.

W1Il. 'V. WHITE.
Sworn to before me this :{d July, 18tH.

H. O. GILCHRIS'l',
C. 8. Commissioner.

N W R-VOL 5--42
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TMtimoDy of Robert .. hller.

RoBERT M. FULLER, being duly sworn, says:
Examined. by Mr. TRESOOT:

I am a member of the Beaufort Volunteer Artillery, now in the servo
ice of the Confederate States. In May last I was in the service of the
State, and employed. in garrison dutyin Fort Littleton. I was one of the
detachment of the company on boardof the Lady DaN. The list of the
company as read to me is a trne list of the company composing such
detachment, as far as I can remember. I went on board of the Lady
Davis on Saturday; we all went on armed. and took our own rations
with us. We returned. that same afternoon, and the next day the
steamer returned. for ns and took us on board. I was not one of those
who boarded. the Thompson for the examination of her papers. I went
the second trip of the boat when a transfer of her officers was made.
The party on board the boat was composed. of sailors who rowed. the
boat, but did not go on board the ship. Lieutenant Stockton, Oaptain
Elliott, Mr. Fripp, Mr. Chaplin, and myself, and perhaps Midshipman
Walker, went on board the ship. Regular posts were assigned. to us;
we were all stationed. by the hatchway, armed with cutlasses and pis·
tols; we were the only armed. persons on board. The officers were then
transferred. to the Lady Davis. Midshipman Walkert_~believe, went
in the boat with the officers and steered the boat. When the boat
returned it brought back some three or four of the crew of the Lady
Davis and a further detachment of our company. The sailors of the
Lady Davis were armed with cutlasses and pistols; our muskets were
brought to us from the Lady Davis, and we were regularly stationed in
various points about the ship. When we went on board our detach
ment understood that we were to take part in whatever service might
be on hand, and ou this account we took our arms along with us. I
know nothing of the conversation which took place between Captain
Elliott and Lieutenant Pelot. Lieutenant Pelot extended. an invitation
to the detachment while they were on the steamer 011 Saturday, to
accompany the steamer the next day. We were stationed. over the
ship at various points by Captaiu Elliott.

Cross·examined. by Mr. MILES:
I am a private in the Beaufort Volunteers. I acted under Captain

Elliott's orders. Lieutenant Pelot did give some orders. When we
were going to the ship Lieutenant Pelot objected to some one or two,
myself particularly, that were going in the boat, thinking, I supposed,
that the boat was overloaded. He gave other orders with regard to the
part of the Lady Davis we were to occupy. The Thompson was really
under the command of Captain Elliott; Lieutenant Stockton was only
his mouthpiece, to issne the orders to the crew, as I understood it.
The ship was worked. entirely by her own crew, and the detachment of
the company and the Lady Davis's crew did the same service, viz, keep
ing guard over the vessel and crew ~enerally. The crew of the ship
soomed. to work Val'y cheerfully; there was no resij,ltance. The memo
bers of our company were all gentlemen of Beaufort.

In reply by Mr. TRESCOT:
When we came in sight of the Thompson we were assigned positions

on board the Lady Davis by Captain Elliott.

Sworn to ~fore me this 8th July, 1861,
R. M. FULLER.

R. C. GILOHRIST,
C. S. Commissionw.
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S. II. STRINGHAM,
Senior Flag-Officer Blockad'ing Sq1U1dron.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blockading Squadron, regarding the seizure of English bark Hiawatha.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 20, 1861.

SIR: The bark Hiawatha, an English vessel, was seized this morning.
She offers the excuse that they did not hear of the blockade except
within the time allowed by a liberal construction of the terms of the
blockade.

I am far from being satisfied with this vessel's presenting a state of
facts warranting me in allowing her to pass out with her cargo.

The captain's remark of high freights is the true solution of the
delay. I have ordered her to New York to await judicial investigation.

I hope this will meet your approbation.
Uespectfully, your obedient servant,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Nary.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Lce, U. S. Na.vy, com
manding U. S. ship Vanda.lia, to rlport for duty in the West India
Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 20,1861.
SIR: As soon as the necessary repairs npon the U. S. sloop of war

Vandalia are completed, you will proceed with her to Hampton Roads,
Virginia, and report to Flag-Officer Pendergrast, commanding West
India Squadron, for duty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Commander S. PHILLIPS LEE,
Omnmantling U. S. Sloop of War Vanda,lia, Nelo York.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. R. Nary, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding administration of oa,ths of ltllegiance.

u. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
OtT Fortress .Monroe, Va., May 20,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that J yesterday
administered the oath of allegiance to the officers and crew of this ship.

They all took the oath, with the exception of three officers, who are
absent on duty.

'1'he oaths signed by the offieers are herewith enclosed.
'1'he three oflicers absent will be sworn on their return to the ship.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-OjJicC'/·, Commanding West India Squadron.

llon. GIDEON WELLE~,

Secretltr!J 0/ tlw NlW!J, lVasltinpton, D. C,
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Report of Flag- D.Uicer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squ.adron, regarding transportntion to the North of familiell
of refugees.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Ha.mpton Roads, Nay 21, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that, in compliance
with your instructions of May 11, 1861, containing a copy of petition
to the President of the United States from certain persons, former resi
dentR of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Va., that I immediately.sent Com
mander A. Ludlow Case with a flag of truce to Norfolk, who had an
interview with the military authorities, who promised to forward the
o~jects of the flag. In compliance with which promise, the enclosed.
advertisement was made, and yesterday a stE-amer from Norfolk, in
charge of the late Commander Thomas T. Hunter, of tho Navy, deliv
ered on board the steamer ](e.l/stone State between 75 and 100 women
and children. The steamer would have proceeded immediately to st>.a,
except for a beavy gale then blowing, and which yet continues from
the nortbeast.

She will proceed to New York as soon as tIle wind subsides. The
steamer Star [Monticello] has ag-ain been fired on from the rebel bat
teries tbis morning'. I think I will send up the Oumberland and prevent
tho completion of tbis battery.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. II. STRINGHAM,

Senior Plag-01ficer Blockading Squadron.
Hon. Gll>EON \'\'ELLES,

Secretary Navy.

[Enclosure.]

Special "olice.

To·clay a steamer will leave tbe railroad wharf, Portsmouth, under a
flag of truce, to visit tbe Federal fleet oft' Old Point Oomfort, for the
purpose of taking to that place all women and cbildren who may wish
to join their Northern friends.

The boat will Rtart at 1~ m., and all desirous of leaving will please
report tbemselves on board before that time.

The families of the following persolls have already permission to leave
in the steamer: James Ilepeustall, L. T. Barnard, J. Lucas, George
Uichard Boush, Johu Harbonner, Jos. D. Knapp, Thomas Nelson,
Uobert Gill, .John Butler, 'V. H. LewiR, James H. Hardwick.

By order of the commander in chief:
THOMAS T. HUNTER,

Oommander, Virginia Navy.

Instructions of the Secretary 0.( the Navy to Flag- Officer Stringham, U. S.
Nary, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding estab
lishment of an ejJk'icllt blockade.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 21, 1861.
SIR: Your dispatches numbered from 1 to 10, inclusive, bave been

received.
'fhe Department would impress upon you the necessity of a rig'id

blockade of the port of Charleston, and trusts tbat 110 effolt will be
spared to make it etl'ective.



ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 661

The Niagara was ordered to that duty, but important information as
to large tihipmentli of arms to New Orlealls and Mobile imposed upon
the Department the necessity of changin~ her destination to the Gulf.
To supply her place until further disposition could be made, the Depart
ment on the Rth instant ordered that the Harriet Lane should perform
that service, unless you made other efficient alTangements.

It is rumored that the Niagara has left her station off' the port of
Charleston, and that the blockade is not effective. Trusting that such
is 1I0t the case, but informinJr you of the report, the Department would
impress upon you the necessity of dispatching, if you have not alreluly
dOlle so, a sufficient force to close the harbor of Charleliton, and there
should be no letting up of the blockade at that, nor indeed at any
other point.

It is desirable that Savannah should also be blockaded, and the force
at your disposal already is believed to be sufficient for that purpose.
As soon as possible an interdiction of all intercourse with the States
in insurrection should be instituted and established and every port
etl'ectually closed. This is a primary object, and our naval force should
not be delayed from its execution or diverted to any other purpose. I
take it for granted that the Minnesota will not have left Hampton Hoads
before the receipt of this dispatch, but as early thereafter as ill your
judgment the cil'cumstallces will war) ant it is desirable that the force
which can be Rpared from the Chesapeake slJOuld he set before the
othel' ports on the coast, and especially before the two important ones
indicated.

In a few days the Wabash will join your command and perform duty
wherever you shall direct. A list of sixteen vessels to cOlltititute a part
of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron has already been transmitted to
yon. Others of our public vessels, as soon as they can be got in readi
ness, will join you, not only those repairing at the yards, but others
returning from foreign station;\.

Commodore Pendergrast will for the present remain at his station
with the Cltlltberland while you are absent with the J1Iinnesota, amI will
have, ill addition to such other vessel or vessels as you may order,
Ward's flotilla to carry out his command. The arrival of the Freeborn
of this flotilla will enable you to 8eIHI the Dawn on more eff'ective serv
ice. Under no circumlltalloos should the blockade once established be
raised.

To your judgment and discretion the Department confides the duty
of establishing the blockade.

Before your arrival on your station special instructions were, from
the necessity of the case. given to such vesRels as were dispatched to
check the insurgents and carry out the purposes of the Government in
closing the ports. These commanders had general instrnctions to cap
ture privateers, vessels having arms, munitions, or articles contraband
of war,or which were sailing under any authority or pretended authority
not known or recognized by the United States.

Each and all of these vessels from the Chesapeake to Key West,
whatever may have been their previous general orders, are subject to
your command.

The importance of your movements and the great interests involved
to the (Jovernment and country will render frequent and detailed
reports from you necessary.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRfNGHA:\f,
Comdg. Atlantic Blockadillg Squadr01~, Hampton Roads, Virginia.
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Report of Flag-Officer Str'ingham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading tiquadron, regarding disposition ofvessels ofhis conunand.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 23,1861-

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May
17, with list of vessels to compose the Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

As soon as the Wabash arrives I shall send her oft' Uharleston.
Not bein~ acquaillted with the force or cllaracter of the other vessels,

except as follows, I can not now say the exact disposition I shall make
of them.
Bri~ Perry will leave immediately for the coast of Florida.
Harriet Lane [is) very serviceable for the Chesapeake. She can not

carry ('.00.1 except for a few days.
Dawn [is] very good for blockading York River.
Monticello [is1now engaged ill blockading James and Elizabeth rivers,

under command of Captain Henry Eagle. A most efficiellt vessel.
Union [has] not arrived; can not speak of her.
Reliance is about the size of a frigate launch. She could not go into

the Chesapeake Bay with the wind we have IIlUllast day or two.
Resolute, a sister vessel, I am informed, to the Relia-nce.
Daylight, l1fount Yernon, Penguin, and AlbatrosH have not arrived.

I can not, therefore, speak of them, and can only repeat that nothing
shall be wanting on my part with the vessels. Thl~ Department has
assigned me to keep as strict a blockade as possible on the Atlantic
coast.

I am glad to hear the Department has purchased the Yankee. She
is serviceable here, only requiring to have metal on her to protect from
worms.

I again call the attention of the Department to the Q-uakcr City. She
is a most efficient steamer and is doing excellent service in boarding
everything at Cape llenry. I bope she will be retained here, tbough I
think $500 or $GOO per diem will be fair allowance.

I also acknowledge receipt of your favor of May 18. I have and
shall continue to give full protection to all claiming sbelter of the
American flag.

I shall exereise my best judgment in reference to disposition of prizes
which I may take. This had led me to send the vessels thus far to
Philadelphia and New York, which I shall continue, unless otherwise
advised, except in case of small vessels, which I may send to Washing
ton, not being willing to trust them to sea.

I shall be most happy to communicate and cooperate with Major
General Butler on his arrival here. Since commencement of the above
letter the Union liaS arrived.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. II. S1'RINGllAM,

Flag·Officer, Atlantic Blockading tiquadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag- Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockadin!/ tiquadron, transmitting corrCtlpond
enee in the case of captured stea,mer Uncle Ben.

NAVY DEPAR'l'MENT, 11lay 23,1861.
SIR: Herewith you will receive a copy of a letter of the Secretary of

State, dated the 29th instant lultimoJ, and also copies of the letters
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therein referred to, concerning the seizure and detention of the steamer
Uncle Ben, at Wilmiugton, N. O.

You will be pleased to carry out, as far as may be expedient, the
recommendation of the Secretary of State 10 the premises.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag.Officer S. IT. STRINGHAM,
Hampton Rom/H, rirginia.

[Rllcl....u",.]

DEPAR1'Ml':N1' 010' S'l'ATK,
Washington, April:!!}, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to l:lUbmit for your consideration the accom
panying letter, addressed by Messrs. Johuson & Higgins, of New
York, to the Secretary of War, and by him referred to this Depart.
ment, and to suggest the propriety of instructing the officer in com·
mand of 0111' blockadiug squadron to nse exertions for the relief of the
persons referred to in the communication of Messrs.•Johnson & Hig.
gins. I enclose a transcript of my reply to the Secretary of War.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM II. SKWARD.

11011. GIDEON 'VELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.

lSnOOllcl..8U...... J

OFFICE OF JOHNSON & HIGGINS,
AVERAGl': ADJUS1.'ERS AND INSURANCE BROKERS,

No. 89 Wc£ll Street, New l"ork, April 25, 1861.
DEAR SIR: Our steam tug, the Uncle Ben, was chartered by the

Government in connection with the Yankee, in which boat we are also
interested, through Mr. Russell Sturgis, of this city, to accompany the
expedition to reenforce l?ort Sumter.

Through the constant succession of adverse gales which prevailed at
the time, we now learn that she was compelled to put iuto Wilmington,
N. C., for coal; and by Mr. Whitlock, of the firm of Jones, Neilson &
Whitlock, of this city, who has just arrived from that place, we are
informed that the vessel was seized there by a mob, and that after
temporarily confining them in the cabin, the officers and crew have
been since thrown into prison and from the increasing venom on the
part of those people against Northerners, and their knowledge that the
boat was employed in the service named, we entertain serious appre
hensions of the safety of the lives of the men. We beg that you will
take the subject into serious and immediate consideration and devise
some plan for their relief.

Very respectfully,
JOHNSON & HIGGINS.

Hon. SIMON CAMERON,
Secretary of War, Wasltington.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, .rlpril29, 1861.

SIR: I have submitted to the President the letter addressed to you
on the 25th instant by Messrs. Johnson & lIiggins, and which you
referred to this Department.
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lIe feels a deep concem for the brave and patriotic persons to whom
it relateN, and will submit to the Secretary of the Navy the propriety
of illstrllctin~ the officer having charge of the blockading squadron to
intervene in any way he can for their relief.

I am, sir, your obedient servant.,
W. II. SBWARD.

Iloll. HnlON ('A}lERON,
&cretaryof War.

Report of Flag-Officer Sfringham, U. S. NafIY, commanding Atlantic
mQ(~kadingf8quadron, regarding di~position of veIlse18 and requ1refllellt,

for an f'JIk,'1ent blockade.

G. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, Jlay 24, 1861.

SIR: I have the llOnor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
inMtructions of May :.n, 1861.

From the tenor of t.his dispatch I infer you expected the JlliJltlelOM
was or ought to be at sea. Under this impression I shall sail to-morrow
moming for Charleston, leaving direction!! for those vessels on the list
which you furnished me, and which have not )'et arrived, to follow in
the same directioll as soon 118 they shall report here.

The 1"abash is a vessel well qualified. The Albatross, Penguin, Day
ligM, and Mount Vernon I have not seen and can not therefore S3Y

what qualities they possess for blockading at sea, but I ruust in all
candor say to the Department that the Thomas Freeborn, Relia.nee, and
Resolute are unfit in any respect to go and be employed on the Atlantic
coast, and hardly fit for the Chesapeake. I have sent Captain Ward
with these three vessels to the Potomac and down the Cllesapeake as
far as the Happahannock to prevent any and all communication from
Virginia to Maryland.

The Da1lJn being quite a small vessel, I do not think she can be
better employed than at York Uiver and thereabouts.

The Union has been ordered aud is now on her way to Savannah;
also the Perry is on her way to Florida, off St. Mary's River.

The .Monticello is well employed iu preventing all communication
from James River to the Elizabeth, and ready here for other 8Crvice
when needed.

The Harriet Lane is off Charleston. The Cumberland I leave here.
This disposes of all the vessels of which I have any information. A
day or two after my arrival the Pocahontas came here and informed me
she was blockading off' the mouth of the Rappahanllock. I have
learned from Captain Ward, who is direct from Washington, that this
last·named steamer is now at 'Washington, whither she has gone
without order!! or even my knowledge until now.

With this report the Department will see there is but one vessel for
Florida, and none on the coast ot North Carolina.

I would respectfully state to the Department that in my judgment
to make the blockade of the Atlantic coast perfect and strict, I require
at least from twelve to fifteen more efficient and seagoing vessels.
Steamers are preferable, or steamers in connection with sailing vesselll,
frigates, or sloops of war.

1 would respectfully state that in my judgment there is required at
least trOUl four to five vessels tor the coast of Florida, four or five on
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the coast of Georgia, four or five on the coast of South Carolina, and
the same number on the coast of North Carolina, aud the Uhesapeake
will require at least four or five more. The cruising ground which you
have assigned me is very extensive, from 900 tQ 1,000 mileR. I shall,
nevertheless, do with the means I now have I~U that I possibly can to
carry into effect the blocka<le.

In your letter of May 18, you wiRh me to communicate and cooperate
with Major-General B. F. Butler. I have met wit.h him since his arrival
and we have communicat..d together about affairs in this neighborhood.
I have just called upon him to say that I leave to·morrow, \vhich he
regrets very much, as he wishes the services of the vessels in the
movement which he contemplates making.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Plau- Officer, Atlllntic Blockading Squadron.
lIon. GIDEON \VELLl<~S,

Secretary of Nal'Y.

Letter from Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, to Commodore Paulding, U. S. Navy, regarding
existing conditions of his command.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 24, 1861.

DEAR COMMODORE: I have received your esteemed [favor1 of 21st
May. In answer, I shall first inform you that I Bail to-morrow for
Charlestou to comply with the general desire which seems to prevail
that I shou1<l be there, although ordered to the Chesapeake by the
Department, us I supposed to arrange and station the blockading
squadron. When I left Boston, I did not know a single vessel that
would compose the fleet, except tlJO Minnesota.

On my arrival here, I fmmd the Cumberland and Harriet Lane. The
j{o-lIticello was at York River, blockading there. The DauJn first
arrived. .A.ftt>r I put her in proper condition, she appearing from the
requests and requisitions ma<le by her commander to be in want of
most everything, I ordered her to relieve the Jlfonticello, and ordered
the J/onticello to take the station of the Harriet Lane, 1 having received
ordertJ to send the latter to Cbal'leston, where she is at present.

Then came the Perry, short of officers. I had to detain her 3 few
days for her purser, occupied in the interval with supplying her many
W3I,UJ. She is now on her way to Florida.
~ext came the flotilla of Captain Ward. I sllOuld like to have you

see them, that I might have )'our opinion of their qnalities for block
ading; two of them certainly lIot equaling in safety or capacity a line
of-battle ship's launch, and the Thomas .Freeborn, the commander's
vessel, with guards I observed to-day about 1 foot from the water's
edge. I have sent them to-day to guard the PotQmac and prevent all
intercourse between Virginia and Maryland.

Next comes the Union, a long', low steamer, and quite 3 nice looking'
vessel, rather in distress from defective magazine. I hurried her oft· to
Savan·nah, and after I leave in the morning, I leave behind the CUIn

berland and the Jfont-icello to <10 duty at this point. When I shall see
the other vessels mentioned I can not now say, but will give you my
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opinion that, with the addition of twelve or fifteen more good vessels,
of these three or four frigates, for oft'shore cruising, and steamers inshore,
I migh t make a strict blockade.

As you will no donbt remember, the coast from Key West to the
Chesapeake is from 900 to 1,000 miles.

If you can have the vessels sent me I shan be much gratified. At
the same time I will suggest tl1at the better arrangement for the com
mander of such a squadron would be at some point where the vessels
can communicate to llim and receive instructions for cruising, etc.,
from time to timp, until he gets them fairly locatel1 according to their
adaptation for the services required of them, when he could cruise him
self with more propriety and keep a general supervision of the block
ade.

Very respectfully, ,vour ohedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blol:kadin!! Sq1U1dron.
Commodore II. P AULDUiG.

Order oftite Secretary of the Na1'y to Lieutena.nt Sartori, U. S. Nary
commanding U. S. S. Fla!!, to procced t.o duty in Atlantic Blockalling
Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, ]lay 2-1,1861.
SIR: In consequence of the steamer Flag not beillg coppered, she will

form a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Therefore, instead of proceeding with her to the Gulf, as instructed

ou the 17th instant, you will stop at Hampton Roads. Not finding
instructiolls there from Flag-Officer Stringham for your guidance, yOIl
will continue your course to Charleston, and remain off that port until
otherwise directed by the Department or the flag-officer of the Atlantic
Blockading Squadron.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Lieutenant L. C. SARTORI,
Commanding U. S. S. Flag, Philadelphia.

Letter from the Secretary of tite Nwv!I to I<'lag-Officcr String/w.m, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic -Blockading Squadron, regarding U. S. S.
Flag.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 2.J, 1861.
SIR: The steamer Flag, now at Philadelphia, will form a part of the

Atlantic Blockading Squadron. Her commanding officer, Lieutenant
L. C. Sartori, has been directed to proceed with her to Hampton RoadR,
and in the event of not finding instructions there from you, to continue
to Charleston, S. C., and remain off that port until otl1erwise ord..red
by the Department or the flag-officer of the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron.

I am, respectfully, Jour obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
CO'Indg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, llampton Road.Y, Virginia.
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Order o/-Flag-OjJicer Stringham, U. S. Nary, COlIl1IUl1Hl'ing Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, to Captain Van Brunt, U. 8. NlWY, commanding
U. S. S. Minnesota.

S. H. STltINGIIAM,
Pla!/-(~Uil'er, A fillntic Blockading Squallron.

Captain G•.T. VAN BRU~T.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roa{l~, 11fay 2·1,1861.

SIR: Yon will have the Jlfinnesota ready for !'lea as soon as possible,
and report to me when she is ready.

Hespeetfully, yonr obe/lient Rervant,

Order of the Sccn't(/.ryof thc Nil /'Y til F'14{/-Offica String/umt, F. S. Xa.llY,
comm(/.ndifl,g Atlnnf'ic Blockadiny 8/flllulr,m, til furnillh dupUcate
instnwtions to prize mastcr.v.

NAVY ])EPARTMEN'l', May 24,1861.

Sm.: When prizes are taken and placed in 'elHtrge of prize masters
for conveyance to any prize court, yon will fUI'IIish the prize master
with duplicate instrnctions, so that one (,opY lllay be deposited with
the clerk of the district court to which the prize lIlay be sent.

I alii, respectfull,y, your obe/lient Hervant,
GIDEON \VELLES.

Flag-Oflicer S. IT. S'l'RINGIIA1\f,
Comd!/. Atlantic Blockading 8Ijnttll-r!J1I, lllllll]ltmt BOl/ds, Virginia.

Report of Fl((g- (~(1i('/'I" 8/ril/ghll 111 , U. 8. ,VII/'Y, ('01ll1l1and illg Atlantic
J:locka.dil/Y Sljllllt!ron, rcgardiny diIlJlo.~ition of /'((]ltl/red 'l'csscl.v Tropic
Winll and Piolleer.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
lla.lII]lton Hoads, .?day 25, 18Gl.

Sm.: I have the honor to inform the Departmcnt that I have rcleased
the small vessel:'! which were detained prior to the sixteenth day after
iIH,tituting strict hlockade.

r have sent the English schoouel' Tropic lVind, captured the tweuty
first day after institnting blockade, to ·Washington.

The bark Pioneer, also capture/I aller the expiration of full notiee
cargo amI vessel owncll ill Uidllnond-l have seut to New York.

Hespectfully, your ohedient servaut,
~. II. S'l'RINGHA;U,

Pla!!- Offiecr, Atlantic Blockadin!J Squadron.
I1oIl. GIDEON "\YELLE~,

Secrctary Nary.

Litter from Flag-Of.fWer Stringham, U.8. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blocka.ding Squadroll, to CO'Imnodorc Paulding, U. S. Navy, re!Jarding
chartered steamer (Juaker City.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 25, 1861.

COMMODORE: In my letter to you of this (latA.~ I forgot to mention the
Quaker City, now doing most e1fective duty at Cape Henry.
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I carr not say too much for her. She bas done and is doing most effi
cient service and can not well be spared. ITer charter party-expires
to-day. r hope she will be retained, either by purchase or otherwise.
If by charter, I think $500 or $600 per diem would be good allowance.

Colonel [Abram] Duryea's regiment of New York Zouaves has just
arrived iu steamer from New York.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHA~I,

Flag-Officer, .iltlantic Blockading Squa~lron.

Commodore H. PAULDING, U. S. Nm'y.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. NaIJY, commanding l'-est India
Squat/ron, to Acting MaJitcr Germain, U. S. Navy, commamling U. 8. 8.
Yankee, regarding repairs to that vessel.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
O,tr Fortress Jlonroe, Va., May 25, 1861.

SIR: On your arrival at Washington you will make known your wisbes
to the commandant of the navy yard as regards having the decks of
the Yankee calked, and request him from me to have it done with as
little delay as possible, as your services are lIlueh needed at this place.

You will return to Hampton Iwads without delay.
Very respectfully,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Acting Master GERMAIN,
Yankee.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, command'ing West India
Squadron, to the Chief of Bureau of 001ultruction and Repair, regard
ing U. S. S. Yankee.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
O,tr Fortress l11onroe, Va., May 2tj, 1861.

SIR: r have sent the steam tug rankee to the navy yard at Wash
ington to have hel' deck!'! calked, and hope you will give the necessary
order for that purpose, as her services are much needed at this place.

r desire you also to seUlI me a sloop of war's mooring swivel for the
ship, and anything you have to send can come by the same conveyance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Office,', Commanding West India Squadron.

JOHN LENTHALL, Esq.,
Chief of tlte Bureau of Construction and Repair.

P. S.-The l"ankee requireR to be coppered, and if it can be done at
the 'Yashington yard r would like it done witbont delay.

G. J. PENDERGRAST.
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Bwckading Squadron, regarding the steamer Uncle Ben and thc eaptttre
of the bark Winfred.

u. s. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 25, 1861.

Sra: r have the honor to acknowledge receipt ofyour communication·
of May ~3, in reference to steamer Uncle Ben, captured at Wilmington.

I shall give this matter in charge to Captain ERg-Ie, of the Monticello,
whom r have ordered to proceed and cruise off Wilmington as 800n as
the Harriet Lane returns, but as North Carolina has seceded they no
doubt will consider her a lawful prize.

r have this morning taken possession of bark Willfred, from Hio de
Janeiro,owned [in] and loaded for Uichmond, Va.. r shall send her direet
to New York. 1 have received yours of23d, with enclosed copy of letter
from Captain McKean, of tho Niagara.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Fw.g-Officer, Atlantic Blockading f:lquadron.
Hon. GIDEON \VELLES,

Secretary of Nary.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergra~t, F. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, of the sailing from Hampton Roads, Virginia, of Flag-Officer
Stringham and Commander Ward, U. S. Nal~Y.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
0.1 Fortress JUonroe, Va., May 25,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that Flag-Officer
Stringham sailed from llere this day in the U. S. steam frigate Minne
sota. Commauder \Vard has left here also and gone to the Potomac
with his flotilla.

r have the honor to be, very respeetfully, sir, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag·Officer, Commanding West bldia Squadron.
nOli. GIDEON WELLES,

Se<:retary of Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
f:llJ.uadron, urging tlte need of a paymaster and additional midshipmen.

U. S. FLAGSnIP CVMBERLAND,
0.1 Fortress Monroe, Va., May 25,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that Lieutenant
Crosby arrived here this morning and reported for duty on boa.rd this
ship.

r would also again respectfully remind the Department tllat no pay
maRter has arrived, and that it is impossible to do without one much
longer.

'See p. 662.
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In consequence of ma.ster's mates being ordered away with prizeR, it
would be very desirable that a few midshipmeu be ordered here.

I have the houor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J.I>ENDERGRAST,

Commanding West India Squadron.
Bon. GIDEON 'WELLES,

Sccretary (!( the Na1~Y.

Order of Flag-(~tficcrPendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Acting j1Ja-ilfer's Mate Woodstock, F. S. Navy, to take to
Wasltington, D. C., as prizcs, schooners O/..'1lerlll Knox and George
anna.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
OffFortress j[onroe, "Va., May 25, 1861.

SIR: You will proceed with the steam tug Yankee and take the
sehooners Oeneral Knox and Oe01'geanna to Wasllington as prizes.

On your arrival there,;rou will deliver the accompanying papers to
the U. 8. district judge and report yoursEllf to the Navy Department.
After performing these duties, you will return to your ship and station.

Hespectfully, G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-(~tficer, Commanding West India Squadron.

HENRY WOODWl'OCK,
"llaster'H .Alate of tlte ])a,INI.

I EllcllJ8t1r~·1

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off FortrcHs Monroe, Va., May 22,1861.

SIR: I herewith enclose to you the papers relating to the schooner
General Kno:c, of Thomaston, Me., Oaptain J. W. 8mall, bound to 8t.
.John, New llrunswick, cargo oak ti IDbel', also the schooner Oeorgeanna,
of St. George, Me., hound to Quincy, Mass., cargo oak timber.

They were captnred in York HiveI' this day by Commander Chandler,
of the U. S. S. ])1l1t'1l, for violating the bloekade. This letter, with itR
enclosure.s, will he handed you by Henry Woodstock, master's mate of
the steamer Dalcn.

Very respectfully, your obed.ient servant,
G.•J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-01lil'a, (Jonlmandlng West illdia Squadron.
U. S. nIWl'HIC'l' .JUDGE,

W llHhingtolt, D. C.

Lette-r from Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Nal'Y, cOlmnanding Atlantic
Blocka.cling Sqnadron, to Captain Bagle, U. S. Navy, commanding U.
S. f3. JlJontiecllo, regarding tlte nll11lC of that t'C8scl.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, .May 25, 1861.

SIR: From an official list sent me by the NR\-y Department, dated
May 17, It)61, I am .illformed. that your vessel, which you now com·
mand, is called the Monticello.

Uespectfully, your obedient servant,

Captain

S. IT. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Opicer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

BENltY HAGLE, .
lJ. S. f3. Monticello.
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IIallded to Lieutepant Braine this llay, May 31, 186l.
HENRY BAGLE,

Captain.

InstnwtionB of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Kavy, comman.ding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, to Captain Eagle, U. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Monticello, regarding blockade duty.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, May 25, 1861.

SIR: Herewith find enclosed the proclamation of the President of
the United States in reference to blockading.

On the arrival of the Harriet Lane, which vessel will be 8ent to relieve
you at your present post, you will take in a full supply of coal and proceed
off the harbor of Wilmington, N. C. I wish to impress upon you the
importance of maintaining a strict blockaIle, preventing the ingress
and egress of all vessels, excepting under the following exceptions:

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 4,1861.

The Department would in every instance allow at least fifteen <lays for neutral
v_Is to depart with or withont cargo after tho blockade is set with sufficient
force.

You Willllot capture or detain any foreign vessel proceeding toward
the entrance of a blockaded port if she shall not previously have
received from one of the blockading squadron a special notification of
the existence of the blockade, provided she has not contraband goods
on board.

This notifiCl~tionmust be inserted ill writing on the muster roll of the
neutral vessel by the cmiser which meets her, and it should contain the
anllouncement, together with statements of the day and the latltudb
and longitude in which it was made.

You will eommunicate with me as often as convenient. 'Wishing you
a pleasant cruise,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. n. STRINGHAM,

Flag-Officer, .Lltlantic Blockading SquadrO'n.
Captain HENRY EAGLE,

lJ. S. Nally.

[Endoraemont.)

Handed to Lieutenant Bmine this day, May 31, 1861.
HENRY l<JAOLE,

(Japta.in.

Order of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Sq1.UUlron, to Captain Eagle, U. S. Nary, command'ing
lJ. S. S. Monticello, regarding the case of the steamer Uncle Ben.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
HamptO'n Roads, May 25,1861.

Sm: I enclose to yon a letter'" from the honorable the Secretary of
Navy, dated May 23, also copieR from Department of State, May ZU,

• Boo p. 66'..!.
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one from office of Johnson & Hig~ins, average adjusters, etc., New
Yor~, April 26, and one from executive depa,rtment, State of NeW'
York, April 30, 1861, in reference to steamer Uncle Ben, lately seized at
Wilmington, N. O.

On your arrival off that port you will do what you can to comply with
the requeRt of the honorable the Secretary of Navy in this matter.

You will please preserve and return the enclosed papers to me.
Uespectfully, your obedient servant,

8. II. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, ...ttlantic Bl{}ek(~d-ing Squadron.

Captain HENRY "EAGLE,
U. S. S..Monticello.

[Endorsement.]

Handed to l ..ientenant Braine thiR day, !\fay 30, 1861.
HENRY EAGLE,

Captain.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Nal'y, commanding West Indw,
Squadron, to Capta-in Eagle, U. S. Nal'Y, commanding U. S. S. j[onti
cello, to state cause of noncompliance 1dth orders.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Jl[onroe, Va., May 26, 1861.

SIR: You will please inform me as to the wants arid deficiencies of
yonI' vessel, and why it is necessary for your vessel to proooed to
Washington.

Also please inform me what prevents your vessel from carrying out
Fla,g-Ofticer Stringham's instruetiolls to proceed to the coast of North
Carolina

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West Indw, Squadron.
Captain HENRY EAGLE,

Commanding U. S. S. Monticello.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, lJ. S. Nal'y, commanding West India
Squadron, to Lieutenant Todd, U. S. Na.l'Y, to proceed as bearer oj let
ters to ~!J.fajor-General Gwynn, command-ing at Norfolk, Va.

U. S. SHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., ..lfay 26,1861.

SIR: You will proceed in the !Iteam tug Young America, under flag
of truce, as far as Craney Island, and there take the Rmall boat to
Norfolk.

On your arrival at Norfolk you will deliver the accompanying letters
to Generlll Gwynn.

You will stop when required by the authorities on the way. You will
keep the white flag flying all the time.

Aftllr having performed that duty you will return to the flagship.
Very respectfully,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Lieutenant HENRY D. TODD,
U. S. Ship CU1ube1·land.
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lEnclOllurea.]

U. S. FLAGSHIP CPMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., lUny 26, 1861.

Sm.: I send by Lieutenant Todd, flag-lieutenant of this squadron,
unller a flag of truce, the enclosed list of persons desirous of returning
North; also several open letters.

If you will be kind enough to state when they will be ready, I will
send for them.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-OJficer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Major-General GWYNN,

Comma1lding Forces, Norfolk, Va.

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon. l\Iayor LAMB,
Of Norfolk, Va.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 26,1861.

SIR: This letter will be handed you by Lieutenant Todd, flag-lieu
tenant of this squadron, under a flag of truce.

The wife of John Morris, my steward, is desirous of joining her hus
band; his family comprises Isabella Morris, his wife, and Fanny Ann
Morris, his daughter, with her child (all colored).

Will you be kind enough «- send them at the same time other citi
zens leave under the flag of truce'

Very respectfully,

•

Letter from Flag- Officer Pendc1·grast, u. S. Navy, commanding 1Vcst
India Squadron, to the judge of the U. S. district court, Washington,
D. C., regarding captured schooner Iris.

U. S. FLAG8HIP CUMBERLAND,
Of Fortrcss Monroe, Va., May 26,1861.

SIR: I herewith enclose to you the papers relating to the schooner
Irill, of Baltimore, Md., Captain Alfred Cook, from Washington, D. C.,
bound to Baltimore; cargo, naval stores.

The said schooner was captured by the U. S. S. Harriet Lane.
This letter with its enclosures will be handed you by an officer of the

Harriet Lane.
Very respectfully,

G. J. PENDERGRAS'l',
Flag-Officer, Commanding West I1ldia Squ.adron.

U. S. DISTRICT ~UDGE,

1Vashington, D. C.
N W R-VOL 5---43
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Letter frQIn Plag-Officer PetU1ergra.st, U. 8. Nary, ootftmat:.ditlg Wf#t
India ,'j(,uadron, to the judge of the U. 8. diltmt oovrt, Wa.s/t,illgtoR,
D. C., regarding captured sclwoner CatAerifle.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUJIlBERLA."iD,
Off Fortres. MOAroe, Jlay 26, 1861.

Sm: I herewith enclose to you the papers relating to the scbooner
ClItherifte, Captain .J. W. Latchem, of New Berne, N. C., bound to Bal
timore; cargo, naval stores.

The said schooner was ('aptured by the U. S. S. Harriet JARt'. This
letter, with its enclosures, will be handed you by an officer ofthe Har·
riet Lane.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag.Officer, Commanding Welt India Sqvadroll.
U. S. DISTRICT JUDGE,

Washington, D. C.

Letter from Flag·O:ff£eer Plmdergrast, U. S. Navy, commaMi"fl Wf#t
India Squadron, to Major-General Butler, U. S. Army, co.,muulixg
Fortress Monroe, regarding cooperatioA.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortres. Monroe, ·Va., May 26,1861.

SIR: Your communication· of this date has been received.
The Yankee has left for Washington, butthe Quaker City, Harriet "Laftt,

and .Monticello are at your disposa.l to-morrow morning at 6 o'clock.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PKNDERGRAST,
Flag-01ficer, Commanding West India 8qwJdf'Ofl.

M~or-General BUTLER,
Commanding Fortress Monroe.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West Illdia
Squadron, to Captain Eagle, lJ. S. Nav.lJ, commanding U. S. S. MOAti
cello, to cooperate fcith Major.General Butler, U. S. Arnly.

U. S. SHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, May 27, 1861.

SIR: General Butler having requested that the steamers Quaker City.
Harriet Lan{:, and Monticell{) be placed at his disposal, I have granted
his request.

Yon will therefore be governM by any orders you may receive from
him, aud on your return report yourself to the flagship.

I have sent Lientenant Selfridge on board the Quaker City witb an
armed boat, and have directed him to report himself to the General.
Lieutenant Selfridg{l goes for the double purpose of commanding that
boat and drilling' the crew of the Qua1rer City at small arms.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West IMia SquadrOJI.
Captain HENRY EAGLE,

Commanding Monticello .

• Not found.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadr01!J regarding t'cssels placed at the disrJosal of 11fajor-GeneraZ

,Butler, U. S. Army.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortrcss Monroe, Va., Jfay 27, 1861-

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department that General Butler
made his first move this morning by landing 2,500 Dlen at Newport
News, on the James River, and I believe they will soon intrench them·
selves. At the request of General Butler, I placed the steamers Quaker
City, Barriet Lane, and Monticello at his disposal for the purpose of
conveying troops from Fortress Mouroe to Newport News.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding Home rWcst India] Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Nal'y, commanding lVcst India
Rquadron, to Captain Eagle, U. S. Nm'y, commanding U. S. S. Monti
cello, to proceed 'Icitk that vessel to nal'y yard, Washington, D. C.,for
repairs, taking in tow schooners Iris and Catherine.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
o.tf Fortress "llonroe, },[ay 27, 1861.

SIR: Your lette~ of this date, in reply to mine of the 26th instant,
has been received.

I have concluded to send your vessel to Washington for repairs.
You will tow the schooners Iris and Catherine to Washington, and

on your arrival there hand them over to the commandant of the navy
yard, and report yourself to the Department.

You will also convoy the steamer City of Richmond, engaged in the
Quartermaster's Department, U. S. Army, to Washington.

You will take water casks on board, and while your vessel is being
repaired have them filled and bring them to this place.

You will use all possible dispatch in having your vessel repaired, and
return to this place for the purpose of carrying out the order of Flag
Officer Stringham.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Commanding West India Squadron.
Captain HENRY EAGLE,

Commanding U. S. S. Monticell{).

P. S.-On the arrival of the llfonticello you will please deliver the
accompanying paper!! t relating to the schooners Iris and Catherine to
the U. S. district judge.

G. J. PENDERGRAST.

"See p. 676.
-~----------~-----

t Bee pp. 673,674.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. NaT1/, oom.anding West lrulia
Squadron, regarding the cM/lge of orders of the U. S. S. Momicello.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress llfonroe, .lfay 27, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose to the Department the
reports of Oaptain Eagle and the chief engineer of the U. S. S. MOIlti
cello, from which you will learn why I sent her to Washington instead
of the coast of North Oarolina, a~ directed by Flag-Officer Stringhlldll.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
G.•J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

non. nlDIWN WELLES,
Secretary of the Nal'y, Washington, D. C.

[Encloaure. ]

U. S. S. MONTICELLO (LATE STAR),
Hampton Road.a, Ma.y 27, 1861.

SIR: I am in receipt of your lettar of yesterday's date.
Herewith I enclose the report of the engineer of this ship in which

you will perceive the necessity of this vessel going to a workshop t()
have the repairs made. Should she continue steaming a few days
more she will require more extensive repairs, in addition to repairs
mentioned in said letter. She has cracked the starting bar and broken
the turnover center bar. The vessel's bottom is not copperedj she
should go into fresh water to destroy the worms. The pivot-gun car
riage requires considerable repairs. It was used on board the frigat.e
Mississippi many years ago.

This vessel was sent off from the navy yard requiring many articles
in consequence of the great desire to send her on service.

I respectfully state that I consider that it would not be safe to send
this ship to sea without first completing the repairs required.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY EAGLE,

Captain, Commanding U. 8. 8. Monticello.

Flag-Officer G.•J. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding West India Squadron.

ISlIbeocloaure.]

U. S. S. STAR (LATE MONTICELLO·),
Hampton Road.a, llfay 25, 1861.

. Sm: I hereby wish to report to you several defects in our engine
and boiler.

Worthington pump receiving pipe for the delivery leaking badly
(wrought-iron pipe); pistou has to be taken out to fix bolt in bottom of
cylinder. Throttle valve to be gronnd in. Want a valve on the steam
cllest to take the pressure off the main steam valves. Boiler leaking
badly, wanting patches and socket bolts. Force pump feed pipe burst.

I am, sir, your obedient servaut,

Flag-Officer STRINGHAM.

• See p.670.

G. M. WENT,
Ohief Enginur.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Na.vy,
cmumanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding steamer Quaker
City.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 11fay 27, 1861.
SIR: The steamer Quaker Oity has been rechartered for three months

from the 25th instant, and will form a part of the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHA.M,
·Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hamptm~ Roads, Yirflinia.

Request of Flag-Officer PendergraJIt, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Capta.in Kelly, commanding steamer City of Richmond, to
assist in towing.

U. S. SHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, May 27, 1861.

SIR: I have directed Captain Eagle, of the U. S. S. Monticello, to
convoy the City of Richmond to Washington. The Monticello will have
to tow two schooners to Washington, and I would be pleased if you
would relieve her of one of them. Captain Eagle will be ready to-mor
row morning about 10 o'clock.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Captain J. R, KELLY,
Steamer City of Richmond.

Instructions of the Secretary of tlte Na1'y to Flag- Officer Stringham, U. S.
Nm,y, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding matters
pertaining to his command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 28,1861.
Sm: From the tenor of your letter of the 24th instant I suppose that

you are at this time off Charleston with the Minnesota. The importance
of a rigid and eft'ectual blockade of that port is a necessity, and it was
the desire of the Department that the blockading squadron should
keep this in view which prompted the remarks on the 21st instant. As
soon as the Wabash arrives out she can relieve you of that duty and
enable you to return with the jlfinnesota to Hampton Roads, where you
can probably best exercise your command and direct the movements of
the squadron.

It is essential that the intercourse between Virginia and Maryland
and the opposite shore of Virginia, which is represented. as carried on
to some extent, should be prohibited, and for this duty, as well as clos
ing the inlets, it is believed that the flotilla under Commander Ward
will be found serviceable.



The number of vessels sent you is not so large lUI the Department
would wish nor of the description that would be preferred, but we have
to conform to existing circumstances. We shall add to the number as
rapidly as circumstances will admit, and if you can not line the whole
coast with vessels you will use such as you have to the best advantage
by closing the most important points to the extent of your ability.

Had the Department received your dispatch suggesting that the
Cumberland should be assigned to the blockading duty off Oharleston,
it would have assented most cheerfully to the proposition, for the object
waR and is a strict blockade of that harbor. The late arrival of the
Minnesota on the blockading ground rendered it necessary that the
Department should assign such of the vessels to duty which were there
in advance of her. It will be happy to be relieved of this necessity
and to commit the entire charge of the squadron to yon, unless other
wise specifically ordered.

The Pawnee, Pocahontas, and some small steamers on the upper waters
of the Potomac will be more immediately under the supervision of the
commandant of the W ashingtou navy yard and this Department.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.
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Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, o.t! Charleston.

InJltructions of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pendergrast,
U. S. Nary, commanding West India Squadron, designati1lg additional
vessels for his command.

NAVY DEPA.RTMENT, May 28,1861.

Sm: Your dispatch of the 18th instant was received. The Vandalia,
Commander S. P. Lee, has been ordered to proceed to Hampton Roads
and report to you for instructions as a part of the West India Squad
ron. You will, if possible, dispatch her to her destination before she
comes to anchor.

The Bainbridge, Lieutenant Oommanding T. M. Brasher, sailed from
Boston a few days since for Aspinwall. She is also to be attached to
your squadron. Until otherwise ordered by the Department or your
self, she is to remain at Aspinwall for the protection of the California
mail steamers. Paymaster Harwood has boon ordered to the Cum,
berland.

The Department can not order a captain of the fleet, as requested,~
there are JlO officers to keep up the complements except by making
acting appointments from the merchant service. When the Roanoke
arriveR you will transfer your flag to that vessel, and the Cumberland,
under Captain Marston, will form a part of Flag-Officer Stringham's
squadron. She will, however, proceed to New York before entering
upon that service.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Oommanding West India Squadron, Hampton Road&, Virginia.
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Letter from Flag-Ojftcer PendergrlUt, U.•'J. Navy, commandillg West
India Squadron, to Brigadier.General Huger, O. 8. A.rmy, command·
ing at Norfolk, Va.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, May 28,1861.

SIR: Your communication· of this date has been received. You
will accept my thanks for the prompt manner in which you have com
plied with my request.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.

Brigadier·General HUGER,
Oommanding Forces, Norfolk Harbor.

Letterfrom Flag. Officer Pewlergraat, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron: to the mayor of Norfolk, Yo,.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Mon'roe, Ya., lfay 28,1861.

SIR: Your communication·, under date of the 27th instant, has boon
received. I beg to inform you in reply that I have no jurisdiction [as I
to the ranSOID, it being under the control of Major.General Butler.

Very respectfnlly,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron..
W. ·W. LAMB,

Mayor of Norfolk.

Letter from Flag·Ojficer PendergrlUt, U. S. Na'/JY, commanding West India
Squadron, to Jfajor.General Butler, U. S. A.rmy, commanding Fortress
Monroe, regarding refugees.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Uff Fortress Monroe, May 28,1861.

Sm: By the flag of truce this day I received about seventy·five men,
women, and cllildren desirous of returning to the North. They are now
on board this sllip, and I would be glad if you will give me authority to
send them by the first public transport leaving here for the North.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. G. J~ PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Major.General BUTLER,

Oommanding Fortress Jfonroe.

• Not fOUD~.



GIDEON WELLES.

SENIOR COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE U. S. NAVY,
Hampton Road8, Virginia.

Order Of the Secretary of the N atlY to the senior officer commanding off
Hampton Roads, Virginia, regarding supplies of water.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 28, 1861.

SIR: An arrangement has been made with Mr. Olayton, of Baltimore,
for supplying the squadron on the Ohesapeuke with fresh water, to be
delivered alongside the vessels.

A copy of the agreement will be transmitted. to you by the navy agent
at Baltimore.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding orders given to U. S. S. Vandalia.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 29, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under
date of the 28th instant. Not having received any instructions from
the Department in relation to my squadron in the West Indies, I felt
at a loss as to what instructions I am to give the Vandalia on her arrival
here, other than to send her to Vera Oruz or Aspinwall. I was pleased
to hear that the Department has ordered a paymaster to this ship, as
we have been greatly embarrassed for more than a month.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India SqtuUlron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oaptain Eagle, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Monticello,
of the arrival of tlta,t t'essel at the tlavy yard, Washington, toith
schooners Iris and Oatherine.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

-------------

u. S. S. MONTICELLO (LATE STAR), .
Off Navy Yard, WMhington, May 29,1861.

SIR: I have the honQr to report the arrival of this vessel under my
command having left Hampton Roads in obedience to an order from
Flag-Officer Pendergrast dated. 27th instant, a copy of which order is
herewith enclosed.·

The schooners Iris and Oatherine have been delivered to the com·
mandant of the navy yard. .

We convoyed the transport steamer Stars and Stripes from the mouth
of the Potomac to Washington. She has on board powder, etc.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
HENRY EAGLE,

Oaptain, Oommanding.

• See p. 275.
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brder of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Green, r. s. Xavy,
commanding U. S. ship ,Ta,mesto'wn, to proceed to .duty in the Atlantic
Blockading Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Afay 2.9,1861. :
SIR: The U. S. sloop of war Jamestown, undel' your command, is

to form a part of the Atlantic B10ckadinK SquadrOll.
As soon, therefore, as she is prepared for sea, you will proceed with

her immediately to Hampton Roads and report to Flag-Officer String
ham, or the senior commanding officer present, for duty.

Before sailing from Philadelphia you will transmit to the Depart
ment a muster roll of the Jamestown and separate list of her officers.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
. ' GIDEON WELLES.

Commander (~HAS. OREEN,
Commanding U. S. ship .Iamesto1fln, PMladelpltill-.

•

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, u. S. Nat·y, commanding West India
SquCi,dron, regarding fresh-water supply.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMDERLAND,
O,U' Fortress _~[onroe, Va., .Uay 29,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
under date of the 28th instant in relation to water.

I was glad to hear that the Department had made arrangements for
S11pplying the squadron with fresh water, as I have learned since Illy
last letter to you on that subject that the wells at Fortress Monroe are
inadequate to supply the squadron, it being all needed for the use of
the fortress.

I have not as yet received a eopy of the agreement from the navy
agent at Baltimore.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDEIWRAS'l',

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Scm'etary of the Navy, Wa.shington, D. C.

Letferfrom Flag-Officer Pendergra-st, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Acting lliaster Mather, commandillg clUlrt~red steamer
Quaker City, regarding distribution of letters to cxpccted 1'essels.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMDERLAND,
O,tf .Fortre~8s .Monroe, Va., May 29, 1861.

SIR: Enclosed yon will find a lot of open letters for vessels expected
to arrive at the capes of the Chesapeake. You will board all such
vessels and deliver the letters to them.

It' the vessels and cargoes are owned by the rebels or destined for a
blockade port, you will captnre them and not deliver their letters.

Very respectfnlly,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Captain MATHER,

Commanding Quaker City.

P. S.-Any vessel you may warn off, you will allow the pilot to
deliver letters relating to her.



Report of Flag- OjJicer Stringham, U. S. Nat'y, commanding A.tlantic Block
ading Squadron, regarding vessels required for an ejficient blockade.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Off Charleston Harbor, May 30, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department that I arrived off
this harbor the evening of May 28, and the experience of a day con
firms the propriety and correctness of my suggestions heretofore made
to the Department as to the number and class of vessels requisite to
establish and carry out a strict blockade of the Atlantic coast-not
less than five or six for the coast of each State, and they fast and of
sufficient capacity to carry coal for some time, like the Pensacola, Hart
ford, Iroquois, and that class, or the Atlantic and Baltic, with two
heavy guml, lIot less than lO-inch.

Such as the Dawn and her class are of little use for Atlantic block
ading.

Yesterday, 29th, while we lay close in near the bar, a steamer came
, down toward us from Oharleston under great head of steam. I stood
oft' a little in hopes she would follow us into deep water. I inteuded
to try and cut her off', but she only came a little way outside of the bar
and then returned. She was very fast, going 2 miles to our 1; others
were visible up in the harbor.

I was in hopes of finding the Harriet Lane off here, but did not, she
no doubt having returned to Hampton Roads for coal.

This morning I discovered a steamer, which proved to be the Union.
She is out of coal. I shall send her to Hampton Roads for supply, with
orders to return immediately. .

I trust the Department will give me vessels of the class I have men
tioned above, and sufficient in numbers to make an efficient blockade.
I can not make it strict with less than 20 or 25 vess('ls on the Atlantic,
besides those small ones which are only fit for the Ohesapeake.

I boarded last night a small schooner from North Oarolina, bound to
Florida. I ordered her to return to North Carolina.

With the number of vessels I have stated above, most no doubt •
being steamers, they would keep a strict coast guard in passing and
repassing for their coal at Hampton Roads from their various stations.

I shall remain oft' here as long as my coal will permit and then
return to Hampton Roads for supply.

l{espectfully, your obedient servant,
. S. H. STRINGHA.M,

Flag-Officer, A tlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES,

Secretary Nu,I'Y.
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Letter from Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blocka,ding Sqttadron, to Commodore Paulding, U. S. Navy, regarding
vessels required for an efficient blockade.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Off Charleston Harbor, May 30, 1861.

DEAR SIR: I am still more firmly convinced that I want the number
and class of vessels which I mentioned to you in my communication on
this subject from Hampton Roads to make a strict blockade of the
Atlantic coast.
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S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Commodore H. PA.ULDING, U. 8. Navy.

Those vesBels stationed offNorth Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor
gia will be 'obliged to go to Hampton Roads for coal and water; those
on the eoast of Florida, to Key West. This will keep one or two com·
ing and going constantly, which will serve as a coast guard.

The only ones I know at present engaged in bloekading are the brig
Perry on the coast of Florida and my ship here. As a steamer can do
nothing without coal, wheu it is nearly out she has to go to the depot
fora supply, wheretbeLane nowis,and the Union follows. These are too
small and carry too little coal for Atlantic blockadmg. As I have men·
tioned to the Department, the Pensacola, Hartford, Iroquois, Atlantic,
and Raltic are the kind we want to make it effective on the Atlantic.

Uespectfully, your obedient servant,

Letter from Flag·Officer Pendergrast, U.S.Nary, commanding West India
Squadron, to the judge of the U. S. district court, Nelo York, regarding
captured schooner JjyncMurg.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMJJERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 30, 1861.

SIR: I herewith enclose to you the papers relating to the schooner
Jjynchburg, of Richmond, Va., from Rio de Janeiro bound to Richmond,
Captain W. C. Harris; cargo1coffee. The said schooner was seized at
the capes of Virginia by Actmg Master S. W. Mather, of the U. S. S.
Qunker Oity, for attempting _to enter a blockaded port.

The said seizure was made by my authority and under instructions
from me.

The schooner will be sent to New York in charge of Acting Master
James B. Gordon, U. S. Navy. .

Thomas M. Farrell, third mate of the Quaker Oity, who was present
at the capture, will go to New York in the schooner.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
U. S. DISTRICT JUDGE,

New York.

Request of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, for the services of a pilot in Ohesapeake Bay.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., May 30, 1861.

SIR: I respectfully request that the Department will send or authorize
me to employ a pilot for Hampton lwads and the Chesapeake Bay.

Such a person is often called for on board of the flagship, and it is
very necessary that we should have one.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respect{ully, your obedient servlWt,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag.01ficer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NaV1/, Washington, D. G.
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Report of Captain Mercer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. R. S. WabaBh., of

tlte sailing of that vessel for Hampton Roads, Virginia.
U. S. STEAM FRIGATE WABASH,

At Sea, May 30, 1861.
SIR; I have the honor to inform the Department that, in obedience

to its order of the 17th instant, this ship is at sea-, on her way to Hamp
ton Roads, Virginia.

I am, sir, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL MEROER, Captain.

HOll. GIDEON \VELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, TVashington City.

Report of Lieutenant TrenclUlrd, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Key
stone State, of the movements of that vessel on tran8]wrt duty.

U. S. S. KEYSTONE STATE,
Washington, Jl[ay 31, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to report. the arrival of this vessel, which sailed
from here under instrnction from the Department of the 16th instant.

The Keystone State left Washington on the 17th, reaching the squad
ron in Hampton Roads the following morning. I communicated at once
with Flag-Officer Stringham in reference to the refugees from Norfolk,
and he directed me to await their arrival.

At 2 p. m. on the 20th, 116 women and children were bronght down
from Norfolk under a flag of truce and placed on board this steamer.

The sailin~ of the vessel, in consequence of a northeast gale, was
delayed until the morning of the 22d, when she left for New York,
with the J<jnglish bark Hiawatha in tow, by direetion of Flag-Officer
Stringham. The bark was seized for violating blockade. During the
delay attending the sailing of the Keystone State 35 of the refogee.~

were transferred by their own request. to the Baltimore and Philadel
phia stt>amer for passlLge. Accompanying this will be found a list of
the lIames of the refugees. The steamer arrived at Ne~ York at 6 p. m.,
the 22d, and the passengers soon after landed in safety. The Hiawatha
was anchored near the navy yard, in charge of her prize master, Lieu
tenant Russell, U. S. Navy. The munitions, etc., were landed at the
navy yard, alld after receiving on board the provisions and stores for
Washington, together with articles shipped for the use of the squadron
off Fortress Monroe, by order of Commodore Breese, we left the navy
yard at New York at noon of the 29th and in twenty-four hours after
rellehed Hampton Roads, communicated with Flag-Officer Pendergrast,
and left for Washington, arriving at 4 o'clock p. m. this day.

I have the honor to be, very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
STEPHEN D. TRENf:HARD,

Lieutenant, Commandi1tg.
HOll. GIDEON WELLES,

&cretaryof the Navy, Washington, D. C.
[Enclo8ure.!

U. S. S. KEYSTONE STATE,
. Washington, May 31, 1861.

Sm: The following list comprises the number and names of the
refugees from Norfolk, who wel'e received 011 board this vessel on the
20t1l day of May, 18611 off Old Point Comfort:

Mrs. Mary Welsh, SIster, and 2 children; Mrs. Rosanna :Riley and 5
children; Mrs. Catharine Barry and 5 children; Mrs. Michael Hall and

1

..
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STEPHEN D.TRENCHARD,
Lieutenant, Oommanding.

2 children; Mrs. Margaret Curran and 2 children; Mrs. Margaret O'Con·
nor and 2 children; Mrs. E. A. Butt and 2 children; Mrs. Sarah Knapp,
sister, and 2 children; Mrs. Ellen Nelson and 3 children; Mrs. Agnes
Laurie and 4 children; Mrs. Oatharine Lyon and 3 children; Mrs.
Sarah McDonald and 5 children; Mrs. E. A. Smith and <1 children;
Mrs. Virginia White and 2 children; Mrs. Martha Barnard and 3 chil
dren; Mrs. Margaret Rauh and 4 children; Miss Mary Gallagher; Miss
MargaretRiley; Miss Delia Leonard; Miss B. Joyce; Miss Kate Wynne;
Miss Jane Oarroll Ll\'liss Mary Greenwood; Mrs. Mary Lenieu~ two
children of James tl. Hardwick; Charles H. Pettit; Mrs. Mary Hems·
worth; Mrs. BridgetMaloney ; • William E. Howard, wife, and5children;
• Mrs. H. C. Turner and 3 children; • Mrs. Anu Oaks and child; • Mrs.
M. A. Prickett and son; • Mrs. Sarah Nott, s;.ster, and 2 children;
• Mrs. Martha Barnum and 3 children; • Mrs. Annetta Baker and 1
child; • Mrs. Mary McBugh and 2 children; • Mrs. Mary Laughlin and
4 children; • Mrs. Mary Roach; • Mrs. Margaret Bryan.

Those marked with an asterisk (.) were transferred to the Baltimore
boat on the 21st of May; the balance were landed at the navy yard,
New York, on the 23£1.
TrsIlIIferred to the Baltimore boat.. . . .. .. . . . . .• . • .. ....•. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Landed at navy yard, New York _ 81

Total ..•.... _. __ _. . . . .. 116

Respectfully submitted.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary oft/Ie Navy, lVcuhington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Lee, U. S. Navy, com·
manding U. S. S. Vandalia, to report for duty in the Atlantic Bwck·
ading Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 31,1861•
.SIR: The orders to you of the 20th instant are hereby revoked, and

you will proceed with the Vandalia to Charleston, S. 0., and report to
Flag-Officer B. H. Stringham for duty in the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron.

Should he not be there, you will remain off that port until further
orders.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Commander S. P. LEE,
Oommanding U. S. S. Vandalia, New York.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag·Officer Pendergrcut, U. 8.
Navy, commanding West India Squadron, regarding change of orders
for U. S. S. Vandalia.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 31, 1861.
SIR: The Department has revoked its order to Commander Lee to

report to you with the Vandalia for duty in the West India Squadron,
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GIDEON WELLES.

Senior Flag-Offic& S. H. STRINGHAM,
U. S. S. Minnesota.

and directed him to proceed to Charleston, S. C., and join the Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, Flag·Officer Stringham.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,
OommaftdiRg West India SqvadrOA, Hamptoft Road8, rirgitlia.

Order oj the Secretary oj tM Nary to Flag-Officer StriftfJ1&4m, U.S. Nary,
commandi/lg Atlantic Blockadiftg Squadron, regarding clearaftCUjor
vessels jar Northern poru. .

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 31, 1861.
Sm: The Secretary of the Treasury has instructed the collecror of

customs at Alexandria, Va., to permit vessels from Northern ports to
enter at that port and to grant clearances to those destined. for North·
ern ports.

You will therefore permit all such vessels to proceed without molest&
tion.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag·Officer S. H. STRINGHAM, etc., or the
SENIOR (.JOMllANDING OFFICER,

Hampton Road8.

Report of Lieutenant Parrott, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. brig Pm'Y,
of the capture by that vessel oj 8chooner Hannah JI. Johnson, May 31,
1861.

U. S. BRIG PERRY,
At Sea, July 9, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to report that on the 31st of May, 1861, we
took as prize, about 15 miles to the southward and eastward of Cape
Lookout, the schooner Hannah M. Johnson, of Greenport, N. Y., John
C. Wells, master, for having cleared with a cargo from New Orleans on
the 14th of May, 1861.

Sht' was sent to New York under charge of Master's Mate C. E. Web
ster, and one man, Charles Anderson, seaman, was sent with him. Mr.
Webster was ordered to deliver her and her papers into the charge of the
U. S. man~hal, to report to the commandant of the navj' yard at New
York, and to rejoin thi8 vessel, with the said Anderson, by the first
public conveyance.

I aw, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. E. G. PARROTT,

Lieutenant, OommaiuliRg.

Report oj Lieutenant Sartori, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Flag,
regarding transportati(}n of gunpowder to Fortre88 Monroe.

U. B. S. FLAG,
Off Bombay Hook, Delaware Bay, May 31, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I left the navy
yard on the 29th instant, and, after taking in ammunition from the
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magazine, am now on my way to sea, in obedience to your order of the
24th instant having in tow the sloop IOir-a, with 500 barrels of gun
powder for Fortress Monroe, from the mouth of the Christiana Creek.

I herewith enclose the muster roll of officers and ship's company.
The ship appears to carry her battery well, and is in good working
condition.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. C. SARTORI,

Lieutenant, Commanding.
Hon. G. WELLES

Secretary oj the Navy, Washington, D. C.

DELAWARE BREAKWATE&, 9 o'clock, p.' m.
Iu consequence of a strong southwardly wind and heavy sea, for the

safety of the tow I have been compelled to run in and anchor at this
place, and shall proceed at the earliest moment.

Respectfully, etc.,
L. O. SARTORI.

Order oj the Secretary oj the Navy to Commander Lockwood, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. S. Daylight, to proceed to duty in the Atlantic Block·
ading Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 1,1861.
SIR: The steamer Daylight, under your command, is to form a part

of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron. As soon, therefore, as she is
prepared for sea, you will proceed with her immediately to Hampton
Roads and report to .Flag-Officer StDingham, or the senior commanding
officer present, for duty.

Transmit to the Department before sailing a complete muster roll of
the Daylight and a separate list of the officers.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Commander SAMUEL LOCKWOOD,
Commanding U. S. S. Daylight, New }'ork.

Letter from Flag·Otficer Penderg1'ast, U. S. Nary, commanding West
India Squadron, to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding U. S. S. Wabash.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off FortreBB Monroe, Va., June 1,1861.

SIB: I have the honor to inform you that the U. S. steam frigate
Wabash, Captain Samuel Mercer, arrived here this morning, and will
leave this afternoon in obedience to your order.

I have sent in the Wabash four acting masters, with orders to report
to you and have retained. three here.

Very respectfll1ly, sir, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-OjfictJr, Oommantling West India Squadron.
Flag·Officer SILAS H. STRINGHAM,

Oommanding U. S. Bl{)ckading SquadrOft.
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Letter from Lieutena.nt Lowry, e. S. Nury, F. S. S. PaU"nee, to the Su
retary oj the Nal'y, suggesting means for making e.ff"ectual the blockade
of Norfolk and Richmond, Va.

u. S. S. PA.WNEE,
Potornac Ril'er, June 1, 1861.

SIR: I respectfully submit to the consideration of the Government of
the United States the following information and suggestions:

By the enclosed pamphlet· and maps· it will be perceived that Norfolk
and Richmond are not yet blockaded or completely cut off from the sea.
They have a back outlet by way of the Chesapeake and Albemarle
Canal. By that water route vessels of any draft, by lig-htening, buoy
ing, or floating, cau be passed from Richmond or Norfolk through said
worK, which is 60 feet wide and has an average depth of 8 feet, into
North Landing River; thence, through OOllnjock Bay, by the :North
Carolina cut of the canal, into North River, through Albemarle, Cro·
atan, and Pamlico sounds, to the entrance of Ocracoke Inlet, when, with
little nautical skill

l
vessels of heavy drafts can be easily passed into

the ocean. A simp e inspection of the. maps will convince the naval
officer of the great advantages and facilities the enemy will have in
possessing this vast internal water navigation unmolested, thereby
having an egress and retreat to and from the sea for vessels loaded
with provisions and munitions, and an easy harbor for prizes or cap
tured goods taken out of prizes of too heavy a draft to cross the inlet,
or a safe refuge for privateers from our heavy ships of war. Already
are their privateers preying upon our commerce, and from these very
waters issue with impunity.

Our statistics inform us that a great portion of our coasting trade
frequents the waters of North Oarolina. We are also informed that the
waters of these inland sounds wash the shores of a vast soil, abounding
in rich productions, as cotton, corn, grain, lumber, turpentine, and pro
visions of all kinds. The fisheries are of great value and extensively
worked. The shores of Currituck are lined with large and expensive
hotels and cottages, where in summer crowds of wealthy resort for sum
mer bathing. Nag's Head is a place of great importance in this respect.
The waters are covered with vessels carrying on inland trade, while
many steamers ply to and from the many towns and villages. All this
being the case, and having an uninterrupted communication with Nor
folk and Richmond by water, the effect of a blockade from the Rip
Raps will to a great extent be evaded, except as against our own North
ern commerce and of foreign nations. I believe it to be my duty to
bring to the notice of the Government facts which may have been over
looked, and to suggest that an effective blockade of Ocracoke Inlet
and Beaufort is absolutely [necessary] to cut Norfolk and Richmond
from communication with the sea, and to prevent the rebel privateers
from putting to sea from the waters. of North Carolina, and effectually
blockade her ports. In my opinion, this can be accomplished by the
stationing of two vessels of war outside-of the Pawnee class-and by
the equipment of several steam canal boats of the type of the J. Jerome
and Diamond State, now plying to this port. These vessels draw little
water, are strong, can carry a rifle gun, and sufficient stores and men to
make them efficient enough to meet anything in the waters of North
Carolina. In case of meeting overpowering numbers, intending to board,
they are sufficiently high out of water to make that hazardous, and with
the larger vessel in the offing they can always have a base to fall back

"Not found.
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R B. LOWRY.
Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

•

•

upon. A number of these vessels are accessible on the Cheasapeake
and Delaware, and Delaware and Haritan Canal Company. The under
signed confidently asserts that there is no part of the country in armed
rebellion against the Government whlch can be so easily and so terribly
made to feel the power of the United States by its occnpation by the
Federal forces as the inland coast of North Carolina. So long as the
canal is open aud in the hands of the rebels Norfolk and Richmond, in
Virginia, \Vilmington, New Berne, Beaufort, and many thriving towns
in North Carolina, have a readyaccesl:l to the sea or an easy and safe
communication with each other.

The undersigned's knowledge of this matter arises from a large pecu
niary interest which he and his family hold in shares, the work having
been entirely done by Northern men and capital. Any information
desired by the Department will be cheerfully given.

Yery respectfully, etc.,

Hon. HIDEON \\TELLES,
,";ecretary of tlte X avy, lVaskington, D. O.

Letter from tlte Secretary of the Kavy to Lieutenant Lou:ry, U. S. Nal'Y,
U. S. S. l'awnee, regarding inland navigation of Albemarle Sound.

NAVY DEl'ARnrE'f, June 27,1861.
SIR: I have received your letter of the 20th instant. Your commu

nication with accompanying chart of the inland navigation of Albe
marle Sound was llanded to me and cursorily read at the time. It has
been mislaid and has not yet come to light. Renewed search will be made
for it, and if found your suggestions shall receive due consideration.

I am, respectfully, your obedient l:lervant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Lieutenant R B. LOWRY,
U. S. S. Pawnee, Potomu,c River.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Oommander Lowry,
U. S. Nary, a.cknowledging with thanks the 't'aluable information fur
nished tlte Department regarding th6 inner waters of North Oarolina.

NAVY DEPARTMEN1', Mareh21, 1864.
SIR: I omitted making acknowledgments to you in the summer 0_

18£1 for valuable information which you communicated in June of that
year, relative to the navigation of the inner waters of North Carolina,
then much used by the rebels in depredating upon our commerce. The
maps and reports relative to Albemarle Sound, the Hatteras Inlet,
and the Chesapeake and Albemarle Canal, all at that time in posses
sion of the rebels, were valuable. You were detached from the com
JIIand of the Freeborn Roon after these communications were made and
placed upon special service, having for its objects the obstruction of
those inlets which were the reHort of rebel pirates, and charged with
the duty of selecting and organizing a body of pilot..~. In command

N W R-VOL 5-44
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of the chartered steamer PMbodJ, you accompanied the memorable
expedition under Flag·Officer Stringham, which resulted in the Am
naval victory of the war.

The changes and activity of the operations of that period caused me
to omit the thanks tor the suggestions and information then communi·
(;ated, but which were duly appreciated, and for which it is myplea8UIe
and duty now to make this acknowledgment.

\"ery resllectfull~',

GIDEON WELLES-,
SeN-et4ry of the Nary.

Lieutenant-Oommander H. B. LOWRY, e. S. Navy,
WaJJhingtotl, D. C.

IWquest frOfR Flag·Offiffr Pendergrast, U. S. NarJY, commaruling Wnt
India Squadron, to be furnished u'ith map' of Hamptotl Road& Ulld

Jamu Rirer.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUllBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Ya., June 2, 1861.

Sm: I would respectfully inform the Department that I have und'll"
stood that the original sheets, on a large scale! of a survey of Hampton
lwads and James River are in possession or the U. S. Coast Survey
Office, and I would be pleased if the Department will forward them to
me, as we are very much in need of them.

I ha.ve the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient serva.nt,
G. J. PENDERGRA.ST,

Flag-O~er, Commanding lrest India Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Nary, Washingtotl, D. C.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergra.st, U. S. NafJ!I, commaruling West bldiG
Squadron, of the arrival at Hampton Roads of tM U. S. S. (T"iOfl
with a prize.

U. S. FLA.GSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., Jvm 2, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S. S.
Union, Oaptain Goldsborough, arrived here this morning, aftel' a cruise
off Savannah and Oharleston, with a prize,· captured off the capes of
the Ohesapeake, loaded with railroad iron. The Union left Flag-Officer
Stringham, ill the Minnesota., oft' Charleston. The Union is now coal·
ing and will return to her station as soon as possible.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag·Officer, Commanding West India 8qtIadf'Ofl.
lIon. GIDEON 1YELLES,

Secretary of tile NaTty, Wa.shington, D. O.
---------

• See l'P, 695,707.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding the blockading force off Fortress Monroe.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe,Va., June 2, 1861.

SIR: I would respectfully inform the Department that it will be nec
essary for me to send the U. S. S. Quaker Oity to New York for repairs
and that she may receive a proper crew under her new charter. She
will not be absent longer than four or five days. I would also state
that the blockading forct' here is small at present, being composed
entirely of this ship, Harriet Lane, Quaker Oity, and the U. S. S. Dawn,
now at the mouth of York River. The captured steam tug Young
America, which has been very serviceable to us here, has at last broken
down and it is absolutely necessary that she should go to some place
for repairs, and I would feel obliged if the Department would order
another small tug in her place, to act as a tender to this ship.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Flag-Ojflclrt' Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding We"t India
Squadron, urging the need of a paymaster.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, "Va., JUIIC 2,1861.

SIR: At the risk of being importunate, I must again inform the
Department that no paymaster has as yet arrived.

lt is absolutely necessary that we should have one. The crew are
actually suffering for the want of paymaster's supplies.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washin!lton, D. O.

Report of Flag· Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding the movements of the flagship, and the
capture, June 3, 1861, by U. S. brig Perry, of the Confederate privateer
schooner Savannah.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Off Oharleston Harbor, June 6,1861.

Sm: Since my arrival on this station, of which I apprised you, I have
been engaged i:Q. carrying into effect the blockade.

The first vessel spoken was May 29, a small schooner, the Mary, from
Washington, N. 0., bound to Jacksonville, Fla. I ordered her back to
North Oarolina.

The Norwegian consul came out on the 30th of May, to endeavor to
get permission for the Norwegian bark Admiral Peter Tordens1cjold to
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take in cargo and go to sea. This I could not allow. I finally per
mitted the vessel to go to sea in ballast.

The next vessel stopped was May 31, the English schooner Eliza and
Oatherine, with rice and lumber, from Charleston, bound to Harbor
Island. I ordered ller back, with permission to discharge cargo and go
in ballast, but reversed this decision and finaUypermitted her to go with
cargo, on the personal representation to me by the British consul, Hobert
Bunch, esq., on his word of honor, and ill writing, that Captain McKean,
of the Xiagara, had told him" twenty days would be permitted for ves
sels to depart," with the addition that "his senior (myself) might change
the terms." I did not feel disposed to alter the understanding and
arrangement, as I have endeavored from the commencement, as I shall
continue in the future, to inconvenience as little as possible neutrals.

On the 2d June I warned off a Bremen bark, the OoperniC'U8, from
Bremen for Charleston, in ballast.

On the 3d of June, warned off the Spanish bark Teresa Oubana, from
Barcelona for Charleston, in ballast.

Nothillg thus far has gone in or out without my permission, except
small vessels, which our depth of war,er will not allow us to overtake.

June 5, about 10 o'clock a. m., our masthead lookout made a sail,
which proved to be the U. S. brig Perry, Lieutenant Commanding Par
rott, with a pri~e in company, it being a piratical schooner of about 50
tons, called the Sa1'annah, hailing from Charleston, S. C., with a com
mission from Jefferson Davis, dated Montgomery, May 18,1861, com
manded by T. IIarrison Baker, and a crew of nineteen men. She had
placed some of her crew on board a prize, the brig Joseph, of Iwckland,
Me., from Cardenas, with sugar, which she had captured on the 3d
instant, and ordered to Beaufort, S. C. The captain of the .Joseph,
retained on board the schooner, now goes to New York in company with
the prize master.

I herewith enclose a copyof LieutenantCommanding Parrott's report.•
I shall order the schooner to New York in charge of Prize Master

R. S. ~cCook, midshipman.
I beg leave most respectfully to remind the Department that I am

very much in want of vessels.
The prisoners of the schooner Sa1'annah, captain, lieutenant, sailing

master, purser, and 10 men, 6 having been sent away in their prize, the
Joseph, are on board the Minnesota, and will be sent on the first oppor
tunity to a Northern port.

The Perry haS proceeded to her station off Fernandina.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. H. STRINGHAM,
F lag- Officer, A tla.ntic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GlDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

IEnclo8ure.]

Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, to
all who shall see these presents, greeting:

Know ye that by virtue of the power vested in me by law, I have
commissioned and do hereby commission, have authorized and do
hereby authorize the schooner or vessel called the Sat'annah (more par
ticularly described in the schednle hereunto annexed) whereof T. Har
rison Baker is commander, to act as a private armed vessel in the service

• See vol. 1, p. 29.
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of the Confederate ~tates on the high seas, against the United States
of America, their ships, vessels, goods, and effects, and those of their

l>l>~~~ citizens during the pendency of the
f2r>. 0~"!I'Iit90;](.j war now existing between the sa~d

,Q\/~~ ~~~ Confederate States and the saId
\7ll': ~ fJ United States.

(J\I~~L, fJ This commission to continue in
C {fj (JIIII~~ ~~ force until revoked by the President
<1 ~ ~ ~ ':) of the Confederate States for the
<J !!!! ~ ~~~ 00 ~ time being.
~ ~ ~ fJ1 i» Schedule ofdescriptions of the ves-G~ 2JD sel: name, Savannah, schooner; ton-

e; ~ 1':4,fJ~ nage, 53ft tons; armament, one large
£S/S :F3 u pivot gun and small arms; number

c; ,::P of crew, 30.
c;\; -tr, (l<;J Given under my hand and the seal

\}I./\]\}Q'V<..] of the Oonfederate States at Mont-
gomery, this eigllteenth day of May, A. D. 1861.

By the President: JEFFERSON DAVIS.
R. TOOMBS, Secretary of State.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
8ecreUtryof tlte Ntwy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Midshipman McOook, U. S. Nat,,!!, of arrival at NC'l() York in
command of prize schooner Sat'annalt.

:NEW YORK, June 17,1861.
SIR: I have the honor to report my arrival at this place in charge of

the "armed and piratical schooner Savannah," captured by the U. S.
brig Perry, on the 3d of June. I have in my possession a letter of
marque under which tlle schooner sailed, signed by Jefti~rson Davis,
and the Savannah's log book, all of which I have delivered to the
proper authorities at this place. I bring with me as passengers the
captain of the American brig Joseph, captured by the Sa,vannah, and
Joseph Leeds, a native of New Jersey. I have also one of tlle Savan
nah's crew, who will be delivered to the U. S. marshal. III compliance
with my orders, I will at once return to my ship.

I have the honor to be, llir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. SHI<;LDON MOCOOK,

MidBhipman, U. S. Nat"!!.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Lieutenant Todd, U. S. Navy, flag· lieutenant, to proceed
tcith dispatches for Brigadier.General Huger, commanding at Nor·
folk, Va.

U. S. SHIP CUMBERLA.ND,
Off F01"tress Monroe, Va., June 3,1861.

Sm: You will proceed in the steam tug Yankee, under a flag of truce,
to Norfolk (if not prevented by the authorities) and deliver the accom·
panying dispatches to Brigadier.General Huger, commanding forces at
Norfolk Harbor.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Lieutenant HENRY D. TODD, U. S. Navy.
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G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.

Lieutevallt G. U. MORRIS, U. S. Navy.

Letter from Flag-OjJWer PendergrlUlt, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Brigadier-General Huger, commanding at Norfolk, Va.,
regarding refugees.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 3, 1861.

Sm: I send by Heutenallt Todd, flag-lieutenant of this squadron,
under a flag of truce, the enclosed list of persons desirous of returning
North, also several open letters and two closed, one for officials in Vir
ginia; also two foreign letters. I would be pleased if you would state
at what time they will be ready, and I will send for them if you
desire it.

Very respectfully, yonI' 'obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Ojficer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Brigadier-General BENJAMIN HUGER,

Commanding Forces Norfolk Harbor.

Order of Flag-Ojficer PendergrlUlt, U. S. Navy, commanding West india
Squadr01t, to IAeutenant Jlforris, U. S. Navy, to proceed to Norfolk,
"Va., with a flag of truce.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 3, 1861.

SIR: You will proceed in the U. S. steam tug Yankee, under a flag of
truce, for the purpose of taking Lieutenant Todd, bearer of dispatches
to General Huger, to Norfolk.

You will stop when required by the authorities. You will keep the
white flag flying all the time.

Very respectfully,

Letter from Flag·Ojficer PendergrlUlt, U. S. Navy, commanding West
India. Squadron, to Captain Faunce, U. S. ReIJenue Marine, command
ing U. S. S. Harriet Lane, regarding reconnoUsance.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 3,1861.

SIR: I enclose to you for your information a copy of a letter·
received by me; 80180 a letter from General Butler.

I would be pleased if you will make a reconnoissance of the opposite
shore at Newport News and report the result of your examiuation to
me in writing,

Very respeetfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST.

FI4g-0jficer, Commanding West India Squadroll.
Captain .JOHN FAUNCE,

Commanding Harriet Lane.

"Not found.
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Report of Lieutenant Braine, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. j¥onti·
. cello, regarding the condition of that vessel.

U. S. S. MONTIOELLO,
June 3, 1861.

Sm: I find, upon enquiry, that this vessel has not been docked for
over twenty months. 'rhis, in connection with the fact that her bot
tom, now in sight, already shows signs of the attack of the worms, I
would suggest the importance of her being sent to the nearest point to
be docked, cleaned, and to receive a coat of patent verdigris, or cop
pered. She is not (',oppered, save a few feet below the water line from
amidships forward, and in southern waters she would soon be rendered
unfit for service.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. L. BBAINE, lJ. S. Navy,

Lieutenan t.
Hon. GIDEON 'WELLES,

Secretary of the U. S. Navy, Wa.shington, D. C.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergra.st, U. S. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to tl~e judge of the U. S. d'istrict court, Baltimore,
regarding captured schooner F. W. Johnson.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OtTMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, June 4, 1861.

Sm: I herewith enclose to you the papers relating to the schooner
F. lV. Johnsvn, of Norfolk, Va., Captain E. M. Stoddard. The said
schooner was captured by Captain Goldsborough, of the U. S. S. Union,
under authority of Senior Flag-Officer Stringham, of the blockading
squadron, in an inlet on the coast of :North Carolina. Cargo, railroad
iron.

The schooner will be sent to Baltimore in charge of Master's Mate
Chisholm, of this ship.

Master's Mate Charles Martin, who was present at the capture, will
go to Baltimore in the schooner.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. l'ENDERGRAS'f,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

U. S. DISTRICT .lUDGE,
Baltim(J1"e, Md.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergra.st, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, again urging tlte need of a payma.ster.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CtTMBERLAND,
Off For(ress Monroe, Va., June 4,1861.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have seen in
the papers of this morning the resignation of Paymaster Harwood.

I would be pleased if the Department will send one here, even if it
be a new appointment.

Utter confusion must ensue in the paymaster's department for the
want of some one to take charge of it. It has now been left for nearly
two months without a head.



696 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

GIDEON WELLES.

There is a large amount of money in the safe of this ship which I can
not trust in the hands of irresponsible persons without authority from
the Departmen t.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oom.manding West India Squadron..
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag.Officer Pendergrast,
U. S. Na.vy, commanding West Indut Squadron, regarding affairs of
his command.

NA.VY DEPARTMENT, June 4,1861.
Sm: Your NOR. 83 and 84 have been received.
The Department has received no request from Commander Golds

borough, 1101' anything more in relation to his cruise or the capture of
a prize than is stated in your letter. The llame of such prize and the
exact date of cllpture shonld always be given. Can you inform the
Department of the exact date of the captnre of the Haxall'

The name of Paymaster Harwood, who was nnder orders to the Oum
berland, having been stricken from the rolls of the Navy, another pay
mas~r will be ordered to that vessel in a few days.

You will order the Young America to the Washington navy yard for
repairs. Commander Dahlgren has been instructed to send the Ana·
costia to Hampton Roads as a substitute until the Young .America
returns.
. It is very desirable not to send the Quaker Oity to New York unless

the necessity is imperative. You will see by the charter party of that
vessel, sent you a few days since, that the owners run her, repair her,
furnish her all the supplies, and man her.

The Navy furnishes the commanding officer.
Does the mail boat arrive at Old Point daily from Baltimore'
Your services will be required in the Chesapeake until the Atlantic

Blockading Squadron is sufficiently increa8ed. In the meantime the
Macedonia.n and Bainbridge will receive orders from the Department.

Your Nos. 76, 77, 78, 79, and 80 have also been received. You ate
authorized to employ a pilot, as requested in your No. 80.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

Flag-C>fficer G.•J. PENDERGRAST,
Oommanding lYest India Squadron, Hampton Road$.

Repf'rt of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Namy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding U. I:i. 8. Yankee.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, 'Va., June 4,1861.

Sm: I beg leave to inform the Department that the steam tug Yan·
kee arrived here on the 2d instant, but was not repaired or coppered
as I requested. If she remains here she will be eaten up by worms,
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.and I desire to have the wishes of the Department in regard to her. I
would also state that the Yankee arrived here without a commander,
and I have been compelled to place a lieutenant from this ship on
board of her, which I can not well spare, aud would be pleased if the
Department will order a suitable commander for her.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag·Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Reconnoissance by the U. S. S. Harr·iet Lane, Oaptain John Faunce,
U. S. Revenue Marine, of Hampton Roads and vicinity, June 4, and a,n
engagement with Oonfedera,te battery at Pig Point, Va., June 5, 1861. .

Report of Flag.()ffioer Pendergraat, U. S. Navy, commanding West India Squadron, transmit
ting reportll of Captain Fannoe, U. S. Revenue Marine, commanding U. S. S. Harriet Lane.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 9,1861.

SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose to you the reports of Cap
tain John Faunce, of the U. S. S. Han'wt Lane, of several recounois
sances made by him; also a list of the wounded in the engagement at
Pig Point.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadrot~.

Hop. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, WClshington, D. O.

[Enclosure•. ]

U. S. S. HARRIET LANE,
Hampton Roads, June 4, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi·
cation of the 3d instaut, with its enclosures. In reply I have to say
that I am confident that no steamboat or tug has passed down J~es
River since I have been placeel at Newport:News to assist in its protec
tion. There is a tug [that] comes down from Norfolk every night as far
as the batteries at Sewell's Point and returns in the morning, always
under cover of the guns of tIle above·namea. place. Craney Island
Flats prevent my getting said steamer within range of the WIns of this
ve88eI. I would respectfully state that I have again made a careful
reconnoissance of the shore opposite Newport News, and have 1b report
that there is a sand battery o~ the south side of Nansemond HiveI' at
Pig Point, prepared to mount seven guns, but it is not yet finished, and
I am inclined to thillk that no guns are yet mounted, although there
appeaPs to be abont fifty men employed in completing the work. There
is also a battery on the south side of Chuckatuck Creek preparing for
four gnns. To the eastward of Nansemond River, at the mouth of Hog
Creek, there is a field battery of three guns. From thai! point to Cra
ney Island, a distance of about 3~ miles, I see nothing indicating guns
or batteries. I have examined James River as high as Day's Point (10
or 12 miles above its mouth) and no signs of fortifications can be seen.
I have tried during the morning to draw the fire of the batteries by
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approaching as near to tllem as possible, say from one-half to three
quarters of a mile, but was unsuccessful, which convinces me that they
are not ready to commence an attack.

The above is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
JOHN FAUNCE,

Oommanding U. S. S. Harriet La1UJ.
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron,
off Fortress Monroe, Va.

u. S. S. HARRIET LANE,
Hampton Road8, June 5, 1861.

Sm: In obedience to orders from General Butler to make a recon
noissance of Pig Point and vicinity, etc., I this morning at 4:50 got
Ululerwaywith my ship from oft' Newport News and stood toward Craney
Island, steaming close in and along the shore. When off Pig Point I
observed near the beach a number of men apparently engaged in
transporting guns by means of ox: teams and wheel carriages, while
others were seen near the embrasures of the battery with the secession
flag flying over them. At 8:30 a. m. I approached as close to the bat
tery as the flats would allow, a distance of about 1,800 yards, and
opened fire, which was promptly returned by the rebels, from, I judge,
seven guns, four of which were either 42 or 32 pounders and the others
appeared to be 24-ponuder howitzers. Two of the shot took effect on the
vessel, one passing through the plank·sheer forward of the.fore rigging
on the port side and out through the starboard bulwarks; the other
through the fore rigging, grazing the forem~t. Several of.their heavy
shot passed over the vessel and struck some distance beyo,nd.. Theshell
from their howitzers all fell short. Thirty rounds of shot and shell were
throwu by us, nearly all of which fell shorfJ. some few, however, were
observed to strike within the embrasures. The rebels fired about fifty
shotandshell. Having accomplished my object Qf drawing the fire ofthe
enemy, and thereby discovering the strength of -their battery, and find
ing the range of my' guns less than theirs, after an engagement of
forty-five minutes I drew off out of range. From the enclosed report
of the surgeon yOlJ. wjll perceive that five of our men were wounded.
It affords me much pleasure to bear testimony to the gallant conduct
of the officers and men under my command.

Re&Pectfully submitted.
JOHN FAUJOiCE, Captain.

Flag-Officer G. J. PENPERGRAST,
Oammanding West India Squadron, off Fortress Monroe, Va.

u. S. S. HARRIET LANE, June 5, 1861.

List of WOUllded,

1. John Brainard (seaman), severe splinter wound in left leg.
2. Nicholas Payne (captain after guard), severe splinter wounds of

left band and face,
3. Peter Woods (ordinary seaman), sligbt splinter wound ofleg.
4. Cbris. Kane (seaman), spliutered face and leg-sligbt.
5. Charles Johnson (ordinary seaman), severe contusion.

.N. L. CAMPBELL, M. D.,
Svrg«m.

Captain F AUNOE.
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Flag-Officer F. FORREST.

Major·General R. E. LEE,
Commanding Forces of Yirginia, Richmond, Va.

Beport of Clmnml.Jll!eT Pegram, Virginia navy, OOll1DludiJIg Pig Point battery, of eDpgemllllt
with 11. 8. 8. Harriet Lane.

PIG POINT BATTERY, June 5, 1861-.9 a. m.
SIR: We hare just had a smart brush with the Harriet Lane and

drove her off. I think several shot were put in her hull. The engage·
ment lasted about twenty minutes.

The Harriet Lane commenced. the engagement by firing an XI [inch]
shell.

Respectfully submitted. R. B. PEGRAM,
Commander, Virginia Navy.

Jteport of Bripclier-General Huger, C. 8. Army, OOmmlllldiJIg at Korfolk, VL, reprdiDg
attack on Pig Point battery.

HEADQUARTERS FORCES OF VIRGINIA,
Norfolk, Va., June 6 [5]' 1861.

SIR: The steamer Harriet Lane was occupied yesterday ill reconnoiter
ing our battery at Pig Point, mouth of the Na.nsemond River, and this
morning took up a position and opened fire upon the battery, doing but
little damage and injuring JlO one. The battery replied, and after tiring
some twenty shots the steamer hauled off suddenly and proceeded to
Old Point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BENJ. HUGER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Major·General R. E. LEE,

Commanding Forces of Virginia.

P. S.-One gun, a 32-pounder, burst, without injuring allY one. I
have sent two to replace it.

Farther report of Brigadier-Gea.eral Huger, C. 8. Army, oommanding at Korfolk, Va., regard.
ing attack on Pig Point battery.

HEADQUARTERS FORCES NORFOLK HARBOR, .
Norfolk, Va., June 7, 1861.

SIR: I have received information that 011 the 5th instant the Harriet
Lalle was hit twice by the battery at Pig Point. One shot struck the
waterways, passed through a tub of musket baIJs, damaged the fore·
mast, and went out through the top of the rail. Six men were wounded.
by the RCattering of the musket balls.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BENJ. HUGER,

Brigadier. General, Commanding.

lIeport of Comm&nder Pegram, Virginia navy, of the attaok by 11. 8. 8. Harriet Lane on Pig
Point battery.

PIG POINT BATTERY, June 5, 1861.
SIR: I have the honor to report that the Federal steamer Harriet

Lane l'Itood within range of this battery at 9 a. m. to-day, and, taking
a position at the distance of Ii miles, commenced. firing npon us with
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shot and shell from ll-inch shell gnn and 32·pounders. She fired about
thirty-three shot and shell, many of them well directed, but no one of
our party was hurt, nor did the fortifications sustain any injury. A 32
pounder shot struck the muzzle of olle of our 8-inch shell guns and
cracked it from the face to the chase ring. The gun at the !:lame time
was run in for loading, alld although the shot was broken into three
fragments in the midst of our men, no one sustained the slightest injury.
A number of shells exploded uear and around us, but all fell harmless
to the ground. In retnrn, we fired twenty-three shot and shell. Four
or five were seen to take effect in the hull of the steamer, and I am
inclined to believe did her some injury, from the Dlanller in which she
moved.

For men who had never befol'e been in action, the Portsmouth Rifles
were remarkably cool and self-possessed, and after a few rounds got the
range of the enemy and fired admirably well. Every officer and ma.n
behaved in the most spirited and creditable manner, and were so regard
less of danger that I had often to interpose my authority to prevent
their exposing themselves unnecessarily to the enemy's fil'e. The action
lasted abont fifteen or twenty minntes.

I am, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
R. B. PEGRAM,

Oommander, Yirginia Na'DJ/.
Commodore FRENCH FORREST,

Virginia Navy, Oommanding Naml Sta,tion, Norfolk, Va..

Letter from Flag- O/ficel' PendergraJlt, U. S. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to lllajor-General Butler, U. S. A.rmy, t'egarding a
suspiC'iollJl tug ,in Elizabeth R-iver, Virginia.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, June 5, 1861.

Sm: Your letter· of the 4th instant has been received.
I beg to state in reply that the tug you allude to has ~n in the

habit of coming to the point every morning for the purpose, I have no
doubt, of seeing what is transpiring in the roads, and I am satisfied.
has had no commnnication with James River.

The Yankee can not prevent it without passing the batteries of
Sewell's Point and Craney Island.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Major-General BUTLER, .

Oormnand'ing Department of Yirginia, Fortress Monroe.

.

* Nat fOUIll!. ]
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. Grande, Cuba, bound to Baltimore, Md. Cargo, sugar. Enclosed
also you will find a list ot the papers. The said bark was seized by
the U. S. S. Quaker Oity, Oommander Overton Carr, U. S. Navy, at the
capes of the Chesapeake, as belonging to citizens of South Carolina, a
seceded State and at war with the United States.

'fbe said seizure was made by my authority and under instl'Uctions
from me. The bark will be sent to New York ill chal'ge of Acting Master
Gifiord, U. S. Navy. Ely [M.] Boggs, third mate of the Quaker Oity,
wbo was present at the capture, will go to New York in the bark.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
U. S. DIS'l'RWT JUDGE,

New York.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West
b~dia Squadron, to the AcUng Quartermaster-General, U. S. Army,
regarding schooner Arcola.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off It'ortress Monroe, Ya., June 5, 1861.

SIR: Your communication· of this date has been received. I beg
leave to state in reply that I bave determined to send the Arcola to
Baltimore to the U. S. district judge for such action as he may deem
necessary. She was seized at the request and for the use of the fortress.

Ver;y respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer,Oommanding West India Squadron.
Captain TALLMADGE, U. S. Army,

Acting Quartermaster-General.

Rep01·t of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron,regarding the U. S. steamers Quaker City and Young America.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMllERLAND,
0., Fortress Jllonroe, Va., June 5, 1861.

SIR: I would respectfully call the attention of the Department to my
dispatch No. 84, in relation to the U. S. S. Quaker Oity and steam tug
Young America, and ask the early consideration of the Department.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir. your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Bon. GIDEON \VELLES,

Secretary of the N avy, Washington, D. O.

Instructions from the Secreta1'yof the Navy to Flag.Officer Stringham,
U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding pre
vention of all commercial intercourse tcith 80uthern ports.

NAVY DEPART;\IENT, June 5,1861.
SIR: The snggestions in your dispatch No. 23 and others of previous

date in reference to the blockade or interruption of communication in

-Not found.
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the insurgent States, with your remarks as to the number and claSH of
vessels requisite for that service, have been duly considered, and 80 far
as circumstances will admit it will be the policy of the Department to
carry them into effect.

We have not vessels of the exact description wanted for this service
at the present moment, and must therefore avail ourselves of such 88

we have. It will be a primary object to close the principal ports, and
with tbe remaining vessels (together with such as are passing to and
from the depots or on orders) to perform coast-guard service. In this
wayan interdiction of commercial intercourse with the insurgents will
be substantially efl'ected.

It is the intention of the Government to prohibit foreigners from hav
ing traffic and making exchanges with those who are in insurrection.
There is no place, except at Alexandria, where there is a collection
district, with the proper collecting officers, to collect revenue duties or
grant clearances, in any of the insurrectionary States.

Foreigners, consequently, should not enter and leave these harbors
aud traffic with the insurgents, nor must there be intercommunication
by sea with them on the part of our own citizens in any of the States
while they are resisting the Government and disregarding its laws.

It is possible that some of the lighter craft may in thick wt>ather and
at night run the blockade, but your great effort will be to prevent it.
For this purpose the suggestion is a good one, that there should be
before earh of the principal ports one large vessel attended by two
others of lighter draft.

The great hazard that must be run will soon cause a general cessa
tion of commercial intercourse, and unremitting vigilance will effec
tually extinguish it. The Wabash, unless you otherwise direct, will be
ordered to relieve you, and thus enable you to renew your position at
Hampton Roads.

It has been deemed advisable to continue Flag-Officer Pendergrast
and the vessels of his squadron, with the exception of the ][acedQnian
and Bainbridge, on the coast to aid and assist in the blockade, until we
can add to your command from other sources.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag·Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Oommanding Atlantic Bl{)ckading Squadron.

Letter from the Secretary of the Nat'y to Flag-Ojficer Stringham, U. 8. Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitting request for
11se of a Government vessel to release Northern prisoners from jail at
Georgetown, S. O.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 5,1861.
SIR: I send herewith a copy of a letter addressed to this Department

by a gentleman of character and respectable position ill' society, whose
statements I think may be relied on as correct. Whether you can
ascertain further particulars, or would be able to afford relief to the
parties thus detained for discharging their duty with fidelity, I am una
ble to advise but communicate to you the facts in the case.

The difficuity of supplying your squadron with water on this exten
sive line of coast has suggested itself to the Department as well as
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yourself. Could the Government possess itself of an accessible posi
tion at some intermediate point between the Chesapeake and Key West,
where it could obtain a. supply of water and perhaps have a coal depot,
it would be an important acquisition to the Navy. Brunswick and
other places have been named, but the Department is unadvised in
regard to the present defenses, or whether a demonstration f'..ould be
made at either with certainty and effect. You can doubtless, through
some of your command, obtain more definite information and form a
more correct conclusion as to taking action than could be expected here.
Any information or suggestions from you in regard to the matters
herein communicated, or that appertain to the great objects committed
to you, wiII at all times be acceptl1ble.

r call not close without adding that could we by a sudden and bold
dash get possession of Brunswick, Fernanrlina, or some other place in
that quarter which we could retain, those wllO accomplished the work
would thereby obtain eclat, and the Navy and country would be greatly
benefited.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Sel-'retary Navy.
Commodore S. H. STRINGHAM,

Oommanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

Confidential.] GUILFORD, CONN., June 2, 1861.
DEAR SIR: I am in possession of facts respecting the port of George

town, S. C., which I feel. it my duty to communicate to your Depart
ment, and I write at the request of Hon. John Woodruff, ex-Member of
Congress from this district. Perhaps you may recollect, sir, that I have
spent a number of years in Georgetown, S. C., and a friend of mine hlloS
just returned from there.

They have in the jail of that place the collector aud his deputy.
John Merriman, the collector, has been confined since last December

for merely writing to the Department his intention of clearing vessels
from that port as before, under the United States, and they are now
threatening to hang them.

There is a man in that place who has a commission from Jeff. Davis
for privateering, and is about fitting out no craft for that purpose.

A great proportion of the rice grown in South Carolina is raised in
that vicinity, and is carried by steamers to Charleston. The steamers
which carry the rice run the blockade in foggy weather by keeping
close infilhore.

\Ve have a number of Northern merchants there, whose goods have
just been confiscated and they ordered to leave. They are now ready
to volunteer their services to our Government to go back and open the
jail doors and liberate those true-hearted patriots, provided the Gov
ernment will send a steamer. The bar affords 11 feet of water at high
tide. It would require but a small force to accomplish it. .

If, sir, you should consider these matters of sufficient importance for
your attention, I can give you every particular respecting the place, the
entrance, and a good pilot over the bar.

Yours, very respectfully,
F. A. DRAKE.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Sel-'Tetary Navy.



704 ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Letter from the Secretary of the NafJY to Flag-OJ!icer 8triwgham, U.8
NaT.,!, eomma'llding Atlantic Blockading Sqttadr01l, transmitting infor
matron regarding the F. 8. S. Harriet Lane.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, Jttne 6, 1861.
SIR: Herewith encloRed is a copy of a letter addressed to the Secre

tary of the Treasury by Captain Howard, of the U. S. Revenue Marine,
ill l'l'1ation to the armnmt-nt of the Harriet Lane.

The Department would be pleased to have your views on the subject.
I am, respectfuIl,Y, your obedient servant,

GIDEON WELLES.
Flag-Ofth-er S. 11. STlnNGHAM,

COlll1na7uli71g Atlantic Blockading Squadr01I.

[Eucl08nre.]

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, June 3,1861.
Sm: I have the honor to transmit copy of a letter from Captain

William A. llowaru, U. S. Revenue Marine, relative to the arIDaDl!lnt
of the Harriet Lalle.

I would remark tllat any expenditures made on account of the reve
nue vessels while serving under tbe orders of the Navy Department,
are by law to be borne by said Department, and therefore it is deemed
only necessary to advise :you of the inadequ3('y of the battery of the
Harriet Lalle for bel' present duties, to have the defect promptly reme
died, whi('h is respectfully requested.

r alii, very re8pectfully,

HOll. GIDEON 'YELLES,
~{'cretary of tlll~ Xa1"y.

[Snbenduenre.]

S. P. CHASE,
Seerclary of the Treasltry.

HOll. S. P. CHASE,
Secreta.ry o/Treasury, lVashington.

NEW YORK, June 1,1861.
SIR: 'flle Harriet Lane having a prominent position in the block

ading squadroll, and liable any llOur to be brought into action, I con
sider it my duty, for the safety and honor of our flag, to report to you
she is inadequately armed to meet such vessels and batteries sbe is
most likely to engage, and respectfully requNlt she may be withdrawn
from the fleet long enough to exchange her-battery of three 32·ponnder
guns and four 24-pounder howitzers for four H-inch and one rifted
~-inch gun (the latter I have ready for lieI') and two 24-pounder bow·
itzers. The Navy Department will no doubt be willing to make the
desired and necessary change.

r have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
,V. A. HOWARD,

Captain, U. S. Revenue Marine.

[Endol'lMlmont.]

There are at present 110 g·inch guns, the last having been just deliv
ered to the 'War Department; it is not, therefore, possible at. tbis time
to comply with Captain Howard's request.

Very respectfiIlly,
A. A. HARWOOD,

Chief of Bureau.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Plag-Officer Pentlergra.st, U. R.
Navy, commanding West India Squadron, regarding repa'irs to the
U. S. S. Yankee.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 6, 1861.
Sm: Your No. 87 has been received. There are no facilities here for

coppering vessels, and very few, with other duties, for repairing them.
When you can Rpare the Yankee 81le might be sent to Philadelphia for
the purpose of being eoppercu. With regard to a commander for her,
the following is all extract from instructions given to Flag-Officer
Stringham May 18:

The officers, crow, antl engineers now !!erving on board are to continne, Bnd will be
paid hy her present owners np to the 25th of this month (May), inclnsive, when yon
will make snch tt-rnporaryappointmeuts for the ralikeB as she llIay reqnire. The
conditions stated in the copy of instrnctions sent to you ou the 16th instant refer
rather to the large purchll.!led Bnd chartered veRsels. Such IL8 the ra/lkBB will not
re'l'lire so many ollicers, aIHl it is left to yonr discretion to arrange them.

The owners of the Quaker Oity keep that vessel in repair and the
Government is lIot called upon for any of her expenses.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Fla.g.Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Oommanding West InfUa Squadron, Hampton Roml.s.

•

Order of Plag-Officcr Pendergra.st, U. S. Nat'Y, commanding West India
Squadron, to Lieutenant Selfridge, U. S. NallY, to assume temporary
command of the U. S. S. Yankee.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Portrcss .Monroe, Va., .June (j, 1861.

SIR: You are hereby appointed t~mporarycommander of the steam
tug Yankee until the pleasure of the Department is known.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India t/quadron.
Lieutenant THOS. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy.

Leite?' of thanks from Plag-O,tficcr ])cndel·gra.st, U. 8. Navy, commanding
West India. Squadron, to Brigadier-General Huger, O. S. Army, C011l
manding at N01folk, Va.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
O,tr Portrcss Jl[onroe, Va., June 6, 1861.

SIR: Your communication· of' thi8 date, uuder a flag of truce, lias
been received. You will aceept my thanks for the prompt manner in

'which you have complied with my req.uest. Your request in regard to
Mrs. Major [GeneraUI GwynJl shall be complied with, and I will see
that she receives a safe convoy to her destination. I have given my
permission to Captaill Hussell, of the Baltimore steamer, to visit Nor
folk under the flag of trnce, if the officer in charge will receive him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0-. J. PENDERGRAST,

Plag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Brigadier-General BENJAMIN HUGER,

Oom11landing Porces, Norfolk Harbor.

• Not found.
N W R-VOL 5--45
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G. J. PENDERGRAST.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to Mador-General Butler, U. S. Army, commanding
Fortress Monroe, regarding transportation of refugees.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, June 6, 1861.

SIR: 1 beg leave to inform you that I have received this day, by a
flag of truce, about 200 men, women, and children, which I desire to
send North by the first transport leaving here, and would feel obliged
to you if you will placo one at my disposal when such an opportunity
presents itself.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Major.General BUTLER,

Commanding Forces, Department of Virginia.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Na.vy, commanding West India.
Squfll]ron, regarding affairs 0/ his command.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 7, 1861.

SIR: Your dispatch under date of the 6th instant has been received.
As regards the Yankee, she can be spared now, as she is useless, and 1
donbt whether I could get her fiB far as Philadelphia. With reference
to the Quaker Oity, it is ausolutely necessary that she should have
sOllle repairs made, and 1 again respectfully call the attention of the
Department to Illy dispatch No. 84, as regards her going to New York.
The crew are dissatisfied and anxious to leave, and 1 would be pleasffi

. to have the order of the Department to send her to New York to be
repaired by her owners, and that she may receive a new crew, in
accordance with her charter. 1 would be pleased also to have instruc
tions as regards the captured tug Young America, referred to in my
dispatch No. 84. As she is, she is worthless. 1 am left at present with
only tllis ship and the Harriet Lane in Hampton Roads, and the ])auJn
at the mouth of York River, the only effective vessels here to carryon
the blockade, and I am freqnently called upon by M~ior-GeneralButler
for assistance, which it is not in my power to render. I would suggest
that two or more small steamers be sent here temporarily, if not tor a
longer time, particularly a tugboat.

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India SquadrO':'f,.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Scoretary of the N a'vy, Washington, D. C.

P. 8.-1 have had an examination made by the chief engin('er of the
Quaker City on the rankee, and the enclosed report shows the result.
I would respectfully suggest that the Keystone Sta.te supply the pla.ce
of the Quaker City, if she can be SPHol'ed.
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S. FARRER,
Chief Engineer U.8. S. Quaker City.

Flag-Officer PENDERGRAST, U. S. Navy,
CommandinfJ U. S. Naval Forces, Hampton Roads.

u. S. S. QUAKER CITY,
Hampton Roads, June 7, 1861.

SIR: Pursuant to your letter of instructions, I have made an exami
nation of the boilers and engine of the U. S. steam tug Yankee and lind
the eng-ine entirely out of order and unfit for service.

I find that the steam and exhaust valves leak so badly as to necessi
tate their being faced or newly ground in; that the cam is so much
worn as to require entire renewal. The air pnmp is also not in good
ord61', the floating top requiring a new face. The force pumps of the
engine require overhauling. All the connections of the engine require
to be fitted with new brasses. The steam or donkey pump reqnires thor·
ough ov~rhauling,as it will not work either on the sea or bilge. I find
that the boiler is so much exposed as to require covering with felt and
canvas to prevent condensation, and also that the safety valve leaks so
badly as to render it impossible to keep any pressure of steam on the
boiler. The base of the smoke pipe requires au apron fitted to it so as
to prevent rain or other water from running over the steam drum or
boiler.

Most respectfully, yours, obediently,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-O,f!icer Stringham, U. S. Nat'y,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, designating additional ves
sels for his command.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 8, 18(j1.

SIR: The following additional vessels have been ordered to the Atlan·
tic Blockading Squadron: Jamestown, Commander Charles Green; Vall
dali.a, Commander S. P. Lee; Dale, Commander E. M. Yard; Daylight,
Commander Samuel Lockwood.

The Va,ndalia has sailed from New York for the coast of South Caro
lina, with orders to report to you,'

Should she not find yon off Charleston, she was directed to remain
there until further orders.

The other vessels are to proceed to Hampton Hoads.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GIDEON WELLES.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Commanding Atla7ltic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report of Flag·Ojficer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, cOInmanding West India
Squadron! giving further information rega'rding capture of schooner
F. W. Jo//,nson.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 8, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart
ment's letter· under date of the 4th instant. I beg to inform the Depart
ment that Commander Goldsborough, of the U. S. S. Union, reported

.. See p. 696.
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to me, and also reported the capture of a prize on tho 1st day of June,
which proved to be the schooner F. W. Johnson, of Norfolk, Va.; cargo,
railroad iron. The said schooner was sent to Baltimore and delivered
over to the U. S. distriet judge. As regards the Haxall, I know uotil
ing of bel'. Flag·Officer Htringham had her in charge. In obedience
to your instruction8 I sball senu the roung Amer'ica to Washington for
repairs. In relation to the (Juaker Oity I would respectfully refer the
Department to Illy dispatch· No. 89. The Baltimore mail boats arrive
regularly every day, Hunday8 excepted. The Department will please
pardon my neglect in not informing it of captures made here. Through
the press of business here, which is very great, I entirely forgot it.
Hereafter all such information will be given to the Department. All
vessels captured were sent to a Northern U. S. conrt, for such action
as may be necessary, in charge of trusty persons with letters to the
U. S. district judge stating the facts of their capture. I would respect
fully request that the Department give me authority to appoint a clerk.
An immense deal of writing incidental to a blockade is necessary, and
I have lIO one but my secretary.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
lion. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Nat'y t{) Flag- OJJicer Pendergrast, U. S.
Navy, commanding West I1tdia Squadron, regarding special service to
be performed by Lieutenant Orosby, U. S. Navy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 8,1861.
SIR: Yon will direct Lieutenant Peirce Crosby to report himself to

Major-General Butler for such special duty as he may assign him. This
order is not intended to detach that officer from the Cumbt!t'land DOl' to
deprive him of sea pay during his temporary absence, but should the
Cumberland sail from Hampton HOMS before the completion of his
service ashore you will issue orders for him to report for duty on board
the JIinnesota or some other vessel of Flag.Officer 'Stringham's
squadron.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding West India Squadron, Fortress Monroe, Va.

Report of Flag- Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding lVest India
Squadron, regarding a paymaster for his c01nmand.

U. S. FLAGRHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 8,1861.

Sm: The orders of the Departmen t for Paymaster Thoma.s R. Ware,
enclosed to Major-Ueueml Butler, have been by him referred to me.

I beg leave to inform the Department that I know of no opportunity
by which I could send them to lJim.

• See p. 691.
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I think it very doubtful of ~etting a paymaster from that source and
hope that the Department will send one without delt1Y, as we are very
much in need of such an officer. .

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
G.•T. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West Indilt Squa.tlron.
Hou. GIDEON WELLER,

Secretary. of the Navy, Wltshington, D. C.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, TJ. S. Navy, com,manding West India
Squadron, of the capture of a small sloop by the r. S. S. Har·riet Lane.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Jlonroc, Va., .lune 8, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department of the capture of
a small sloop of ahout 1501' 20 tons on the 5th instant by the U. S. S.
Harriet Lane. The said sloop was loaded with provisions, and for some
time past has been engaged in carrying marketing from Smithfield to
Norfolk. I have directed that she be used by the Harriet Lai1/,e at the
mouth of .Tames HiveI'. She is of small size and value and is not worth
sending to a court. I would be pleased to have the instructions of the
Department in re~ard to her. An inventory of the articles on board
has been taken. The captain of the sloop, 1ll1ving been engaged in a
bU8iness that I am not alto~ether satisfied with, I have detained him a
prisoner on board of this slJipi the other two men remain on board of
the sloop.

I have the honor to be, very respectfllJly, sir, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag·o'fficel', Commanding West Intlia Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of tlte Nat'y, Wa.shington, D. C.

Letter of approt'aljrom the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pender
grast, 1/. S. Navy, commanding West India Squa,dron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 12,1861.
SIR: YonI' No. 92 has been receiverl.
The Department approves your course pursued with the prize of the

Harriet La.ne, if she was violating the blockade or belonged to the
illsUl·gents.

I am, respectfully, your obedient RerVltnt,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer G.•r. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding West India Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of CommanderJ.,ocklf10od, U. 8. Navy, commanding [-:-. S. R. Day
light, 0/ tile sailing of that 1,cssel/rom the na1'y yard, Neu; York.

U. S. PROPELLER DAYLIGHT,
At Sea off Sandy Hook, Jllne 8,1861.

Sm: I have the honor to forward herewith encloRed a liMt of the
omcerR, also a muster 1'011 of the omcera and crew of the U. S.
propeller Daylight, under my command.
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I took my departure from the navy~yard yesterday afternoon, and
night overtaking us, I anchored at the horseshoeinside of Sandy Nook,
and a fog setting in prevented our getting underway early this morn
ing. The pilot did not leave ns until half past 9, and I shall proceed.
with all dispatch to carry out the orders of the Department.

I am, sir, respectfully, ~rour ohedient servant,
SA.M. LOCKWOOD,

Oommander.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of .the Secretary of the Navy to Oommander Yard, rJ. 8. Navy,
commanding U. 8. 8. Dale, to proceed to duty in the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron.

NAVY DEPA.RTMENT, June 8,1861.

SIR: The U. S. sloop of war Dale, under your command, is to form
a part of' tho Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Flag-Officer S. H. String
ham. As soon as she is in all respects prepared for sea you will pro
ceed with her to Hampton Roads and report to Flag-Officer Stringham,
or the senior commanding officer present, for duty.

A supply of shells for the Dale will be sent to Hampton Roads from
Washin~toJl.

Before sailing transmit to the Department a muster roll of the Dale
amI a 8eparate list of' her officers.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Commander E. M. YARD,
Oommanding lJ. 8. S. Dale, Portsmouth, N. H.

Order of FlaY-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to 8ailmaker Bruce, U. S. Navy, to proceed to Wa8hington,
with the U. 8. S. Young America.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERI,AND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 8,1861.

SIR: By direction of the Secretary of the Navy, you will proceed in
the steam tug }'oung America to Washington, for the purpose of hav
ing her repaired.

On your arrival at Washington, you will report yonrselfto the com
mandant of' the navy yard and the Secretary of the Navy.

You will use all possible dispatch in having her repaired and return
to this place as soon as possible.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Offioer, Oommanding West India 8quadron.
DAVID BRUOE,

Sailmaker, U. S. Navy, U. S. Ship Oumberland.
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Report of Lieutenant Braine, U. S. Navy, cmnmanding U. S. S. J[onti
. cello., of the readiness of that vessel for service.

U. S. S. MONTIOELLO,
Washington NafiY Ya.rd, June 8,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to report that U. S. S. Jl[ontice[l.o is re&dy in
the most essential points for immediate service.

I can start with one hour's notic(\.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

D. L. BRAINE, U. S. Navy,
Lieutenant in Charge, U. So S. Monticello.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of tlte Navy, Washington, D. C.

RqJort of Flag-Ojficer Pendergra.st, F. S. Navy, commanding lFcstlndia
Squadron, of the arrival of United Statu fiCSSels at Hampton Hoads.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
O.ff Fortrcss Monroe, Va., June .9, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S. S.
Flag, Lieutenant Oommanding Sartori, arrived here on the 2d iustant
and the U. S. S. Union, Commander Goldsborough, on tbe 3d instant,
with a prize already referred to in my dispatch No. 00. They both
sailed on the evenin~of the 3d to join Flag-Officer Stringham. I would
also report to the Department the arrival of the U. S. S. Anacostia,
Lieutenant Oommanding N. Collins, 011 the 7th instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
. G. J. PENDERGRAHT,

Flag-Officer, Commanding 'West India ,')quadron.
Hon. GIDEON ""ELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergra.st, U. R. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Lieutenant ,~elfridge, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Yankee, to proceed tflith that vessel to Pltiladdphiafor repairs.

1;. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND, •
Off Fortress Monroe, June .9, 1861.

SIR: By direction of the Se<>retaryof the Navy, yon will proceed in
the steam tug Yankee to Philadelphia navy yard for the purpose of
having her coppered and machinery repaired.

Yon will report yourself to the commandant of the Davy yard and use
all possible dispatch in having your vessel repaired and return to thie
place as soon as possible.

Yery respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Comnianding West India Squadr(m.
Lienteuant THos. O. SELFRIDGE, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Steam Tug Yankee.
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Order of "Flag- Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding 1Vest India
Squadron, to Lieutenant Orosby, U. S. Navy, to report for duty to
Major-General Butler, U. S. Army.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Jl[onroe, lra., June 9,1861.

SIR: By direction of the Secretary of the Navy, you are hereby
ordered to report to Major-General Butler, for such special duty as he
IlIayassign you. This oruer is not intended to detach you from the

"Cumberland, nor to deprive yOIl of sea pay during your absence, but
should the Oumberland sail before the completion of your sen"ices
ashore, yOll will be ordered to some one of the vessels comprising the
blockading squadron unuer Flag-Officer Stringham.

Very respectfully, .
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officet', Commanding West India Squadron.
Lieutenant PEIROE CROSBY, U. S. Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Pend~rgrast, U. S. Nltvy, commanding lVest India
Squadron, regarding orders issued to Lietttenants Selfridge and
Crosby.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
o.tf Fortress 1110nroe, Va., June 9, 18/i1.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have ordered
Lieutenant Selfridge, of this ship, to the command of the Yankee, and
Lieutenant Crosby having been ordered on special duty, leaves this
ship deficient two lieutenants.

I would be pleased if the Department will supply their places.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

U. J. PJo:NDl<jRGRAS1',
Flag-Officer, Oommanding lYest india Squadrun.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Sel'retary of the Navy, lVashin!lton, D. O.

Report of Plag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, l'ommanding West India
Squadron, transmitting informatiun regardill!l steamer Q-uaker City.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Jl[onroe, Va., June 9, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose to you two letters, one
from Captain Wilson, agent of the owners of the (Juaket' Oity, and one
from Solon Farrer, chief engineer, upon which was based my letter to
the Department for instruction to send her to New York.

The (Juaket' Oity has been of great service to us here, and has been
an active cruiser. Should she break down, I have DO vessel to take her
place.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Piau-Officer, Commandiug West india SquadrQtl.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary 0/ the Navy, lVasllington, D. C.
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u. S. S. QUAKER CITY,
Hampton Roads, June 7, 1.861.

SIR: Commander Carr, U. S. Navy, the commanding officer of this
vessel, has handed me an extract of llo communication to you from the
honorable Secretary of the Navy, to the effect that the owners of the
(Jullker City keep that vessel in repair, and the Government is not
called upon for any of her expenses.

I have most respectfully to remark, as the agent for the owners ot
the Q1UIker City, that the question is not ono of expenses. It is simply
to find a place, materials, and mechanics wherewith to keep her in run·
ning order.

It is unnecessary to detail now, after the repeltted representations to
yOIl, the condition of the vessel and the necessity of repairs.

Be assured, sir, that she will run lUI long liS possible, and I only ask
that reasonable opportunitie8 may be afiorded to keep her machinery
in an efficient state.

l\lost respectfully, your obedient servant,
'l'nol\1.AS VV. WILSON.

Flag-Officer PENDERGRAS'l', U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S...Yaval .Forces, Hampton Roads.

u. S. S. QUAKER CITY,
Chesapeake Bay, June 5, .1861.

SIR: Having been informed that the charter of the above-named
steamer lias been renewed by the Government for a period of ninety
days, I beg respectfully to inform you that having" been originally
ordered to prepare the ship for thirty days only, my stock of engine
stores and material will soon require replenishing, and although the
engine and boilers are still comparatively in ordor, yet the ordinary
wear of over forty days' steaming will sllOrtly necessitate a return to
some port where the advltntage of It machine shop cau be obtained.

Respectfully tmbmittiug the foregoing to your consideration, I am,
yours, very respectfully,

SOLON FARHEIl,
Chief En!/ineer.

Captain O. CARR,
Commanding.

Order of tlte Secretary uf the Navy to Lieutenant Braine, U. S. Navy,
eommanding U. S. S. Monticello, regarding that vessel.

NAVY DEPAR'I'MEN1', June 10,1861.
SIR: As soon SJl the steamer 1110ntieello is prepared for service, you

will return with her to Hampton Uoads and report to Flag-Officer
8tringham, or the senior cOlllllllndillg officer presellt,·for duty. -

Commander E.l\f. Yard has been ordered to command th.e jJ[onticello,
and will join her at Hampton Uoads.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON W J!lLLES.

Lieutenant D. L. llRAINE,
Temporarily in Charge 1110nticello, lVushingtun.
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8, Xavy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, rega.rdiny operations of his command and capture
of br,.ig Hallie Jackson.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Off Savannah, June 11,1861.

SIR: I had the honor of addressing you, under date of June 6, advis
ing the Department of the occurences oft' Charleston up to and includ
ing that date, whieh I forwarded by the prize to the U. S. brig Perry,
the schooner Savannah, in charge of Midshipman R. S. McOook.

On the 6th instant, about 8 p. m., I was much gratified by the arrival
of the steamer Union, I ..ieutenaut Oommanding J. R. Goldsborough, and
Flag, Lieutenant Commanding Lewis C. Sartori, and on the 7th, about
8 a. m., by the arrival of the frigate Waba8h, Captain Samuel Mercer.

The same day I ordered the Unwn to proceed to her station 011
Savannah.

On the-8th iustant we discovered a vesscl to the BOuth aud west of
our station. I ordered the Flag to see what vessel it was; she reported
the Union, which veBscl had chased a steamer with a vessel in tow.
The commander of the Unio-n supposed one was a privateer, from the
fact of being fired on by the vessel in tow. They escaped, going into
Stono. .

The Union returned to Savaunah. I ordered the Flag to look care
fully after these vessels. Up to the time of my departure nothing was
seen of them.

Leaving the Wabash and F lag off Charleston, I came down to Savan
nah yesterday. When oft' St. Helena [So 0.] we boarded a bark stand
ing oft' the land under easy sail. She proved to be the English bark
Edtvard, fl'om Liverpool for Savannah, with salt and coal. The chief
mate came ori board of us and reported that the captain had been on
shore since Wednesday last, going in a boat from shore; that the bark
had been twice boarded, June 6 by U. S. brig Perry, and tlth June by
U. S. S. Union, each time Wllrued off aud uotified of the blockad8.
Under these circumstancell aud other statements of suspicious character,
I ordered the bark to follow in charge of I..ieutenant J3ryant.

She followed us to our present auchorage, when I ordered Acting
Master Josiah Snow to visit and examine the bark, who reported the
cargo of salt as having bL'en evideutly moved, which, in conuection
with the t1tatement of the mate! that u. shore steamer, the Robert
Clinch, having been twice alongSIde, the absence for so long a time of
the captain, etc., raised a litrong suspicion ill my miud of her having
been engaged in an uulawfuillroceeding. Yet under the circuUlstances
of the absence of the master, and all the ship's papers being out of the
possession or control of the JDate and !Je unable to llroduce any for
my examination, I !Jave finally concluded to order this vessel to pro
ceed at once to sea, going to auy foreign port or to a port in the United
States nort.h of the capes of Virginia.

We also boarded the English schoouer Victoria, from Havana, bound
to New York, and after noting the circumstances on her papers Hila
proceeded on !Jer voyage; and at same time yesterday witnessed the
capture by the steamer l"nion of the brig Hallie Jackson, owned in
Sa"aunall, bound from Matanzas to Savaunah with molasscs. I have
ordered her to New York, under charge of Lieutenant N. C. Bryant.

We are engaged this morning in supplying with coal the Unio,..
She uses coal very fast, and carries but little. She is not fit for an
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Atlantic blockading vessel, will only do near a coal depot. I herewith
forward the oaths of the crew of the 11finnesota.

Respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGIIAM,

Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Sq1tadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES.

GEO. W. CULLUM,
Lieutellant-ColQMl alia Aid-de-Camp.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Letter jr01n the Sec-retaryof the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Nat·y, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitting sug
gestions regarding Smith's Island as a probable point of smuggling
operati01~. .

Confidentia1.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 11, 1861.
Sm: I enclose herewith a copy of a commnnication received at this

Department bearing the following endorsement, viz:
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,

WttBhi"fltotl, June II, 1861.
RllIIp6ctfully referred to the honorable Secretary of the NIH'Y for his information.
By command of Lieutenant-General Scott:

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Commodore S. H. STRINGHAM,
Commanding Atlantic BloclauUng Squadron.

[Endueu...,,]

WORCESTER, J1tne 9,1861.
HONORED Sm: I take tIle liberty of suggesting that there may be

some piratical work going 011, or landing of contraband articles snp
plying Maryland and Virginia, etc., at SmIth's Island, situate north
and adjoining the entrance of Capes Charles and Henry, tlle mouth of
the Chesapeake.

The island may be some 8 or so miles long. I am not posted on this,
but there are several places of inlet to it between the continent and it,
and very few houses on the island. It used to belong to G. W. Parke
Custis, and now, I suppose, to Colonel Lee (tbat was); formerly belonged
to General Washington. .

Please excuse the liberty I have taken in thns addressing you. A
'Vessel may easily look around occasionally. I only feel desirous to
serve the Union, and thus di>lcharge an impressiollon my mind. I am
a resident ofWashing1;on anel do not sign my name, as I maybe much
injured if known in this at present, but, if desirable, after a while will
make myself known.

With great respect, your humble servant, UNION.
His Excellency 'V. SCOTT,

Lieutenant·General, U. S. Army.

Order of the Secretary of tlte Na1'y to F lail- o.tfi,cer Pendergrast, U. S.
Na1JY, c01nmanding West India Squadron, regarding U. S. S. Quaker
Oity.

. NAVY DBPARTJrlEIiT, June 11,1861.
SIR: Your No. 06, dated the 9th inst, has been received. The

Quaker Oity has been [can be] sent to New York, when the necessity
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arises, and tIle Monticello, which has been ordered to Hampton Road8,
can take her place.

Every exertion should be made to expedite the retnrn of the Quaker
Oity to her station.

The Department authorizes you to appoint temporarily a clerk, the
appointment to continue during the pressure of business at Hampton
Roads.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer G••J. PENDERGRAST,
Oomdg. West India 8q'lUldron, Hmnpton Roads, Yirginia.

Report of Flag. Officer PendergraJlt, F. S. Kavy, com,na.nding West India
8quadron, regarding fresh 11."a.ter.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND.
O.ff Fortre./Js Jlfonroe, Ya., June 11, 186'1-

SIR: I have the honor.to inform the Department that I was in error
in stating tbat "the Baltimore boats arrived here regnlarly, Sundays
excepted; they arrive every day, inclmling Suntlay.

I would also state that they llave brougbt here about 23,000 gallons
of water supplied by Mr. Olayton.

1 will notify Mr. Clayton of the amount needed for the otber ships,
so that he can furnish it in time.

I have tlte honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
G.•r. PENDERGRAST,

Flag· Officer. Oomman.di11f] lVest India Squadron.
Hon. (tIDEON ",rELLES,

Seoretaryof the Nal'y.

Report of Flag. Officer Pendergra.st, F. S. Navy, commanding lVest bidia
Squadron, of tlte arrivnl of tlte U. S. S. Daylight.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
O.ff Fortress Monroe, Va., Jtme 11,1861.

. SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S. S.
Daylight, Oommander I.JOckwood, arrived here on the evening of the 9th
inRtant.

1 lmve the honor to he, very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Offieor,Oommanding West India Squadron.
lion. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the NmJY, Washington, D. O.

Report of Flag. Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Sq1/adron, trans11littinf/ reports rcgarding repairs needed by the U. fl. 8.
Harriet Lane.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
o.ff Fortress Monroe, Ya., June 12, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor hereWith to.enclose to the Department two
)('ttl.':'R. one from Captain Faunce and tho other from thecbief engineer
of the U. S. S. Harriet Lanc.
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I would state to the Department that the Harriet Lane has been an
active cruiser here, and that I believe the suggestionsof Captain Faunce
to be well founded.

I would be pleased to have the instructio1l8 of the Department in
relation to her.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, lSir, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAS1',

Flag-01!ict-'r, Commanding Wcst India Squadrun.
Hon. GIDEON Wll:LLES,

Sc~'rctary of the Navy.

[Euc)oaur6.]

u. S. S. HARRIET LANE,
Off NC1cport .Ncws, June 11,1861.

Sm: I have the honor to state that repairs are absolutely necessary
to this vessel and her engines; her boIlers also re<luire a thorough over
hauling; the ship's provisions will be exhausted by the 30th of this
mOllth; that the terms of service of Illany of my crew and engineer
department will expire within ten days, and that the armamellt of this
ship is by no means such as shonld be provided to render 11er efficient
in the present state of affairs.

In view of these fltCts, and of the important events t11at may soon be
expected to transpire in this vicinity, I have to request that this ship
be ordered to New York for the neces!mry repairs, alteration!l, and sup
plies at as early a day as possible, in order that when called upon for
active service in the face of the enemy we may not be so liable to defeat
and disgrace, as would be the case in our present condition if again
called upon to encounter a determined and well-armed enemy.

I would also respectfully call your attention to the enclosed report
of my chief engineer.

I am, very respectfully, your ubedieut servant,
JOHN FAUNCE,

Commander.
Flag-Otticer G.•J. PENDERGRAST,

Flagskip Cumberland, off Fortress Munroe.

IlSubeuclOllllre.!

u. S. S. HARRIE'!' LANE,
Off Newpurt NC1.cs, Va., June 5, 1861.

SIR: I have again the honor to call your attention to the condition
of the boilers and engines of this vessel. Steam having been-kept up
on the ship ever since she left the Brookl~rn navy yard, in }'ebruary
last, with the exception of three days only, the engines require repack
ing throughout. Not only do the boilers require some repairs necessary
to their strength under pressure of steam, but the valve motion con
tinues much deranged, and the engine framel:! work badly on account of
the corroding away of' the holding·down bolts, which has already caused
the breaking of the exhaust-pipe connection, thereby destroying the
vacuum, and so greatly reducing the power of the enginel:! as to destroy
their capacity for quick action. 'fhis was unpleasantly the case to-day
dnring the action with the battery on Pig Point, when, for some time,
I was under the greatest anxiety lest the engines should lose their
action. Situated as we then were, this might have resulted ill the losij

.. of the ship 1m" ~io~ calamity to ~ll OD board.
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Under t.hese peculiar circumstances, and in order that the vessel may
retain her reputation for efficiency, I beg leave to submit the necessity
of her soon undergoing the necessary repairs.

I am, sir, very respec,tfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES R. DEZBURGH,

Chief Engineer.
Captain JNO. FAUNCE,

U. S. S. Harriet Lane.

Order of the Set'retary of the Navy to Oaptain Purl'ianee, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. 8. frigate St. Lawrence, to proceed to duty in the
Atlantic Bwckading Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 12, 1861.
SIR: The U. S. frigate St. Lal(lrence, under your command, is to form

a part of the Atlantic Blockading:::lquadron, Flag-Officer Silas II. String
ham. As soon as she shall be in all respects prepared for sea, you will
proceed with her to Hampton Hoads and report to Flag-Officer String
ham, or the senior commanding officer present, for duty.

You will transmit to the Department before sailing a muster roll of
the crew of the St. Lau'rence and a separate list of her officers.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Captain HUGH Y. PllRVIANCE,
Oommanding U. S. Frigate St. Lawrence, Philadelphia.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Ojftcer Pendergrallt, U. S. Navy,
commanding West India Squadron, regarding the U. S. S. Harriet Lane.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 13,1861.
SIR: I have received your No. 99, enclosing the report of Captain

Faunce and the engineer of the Harriet La·ne on the condition of the
machinery of that vessel.

Yon will please direct Captain Faunce to proceed to New York with
the Harl'iet Lane, where she will be repaired with all dispatch and then
return to her station.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Oommanding West india Sq'Uadt'on, Hampton Roads.

Order of Flag-Ojfteer Pendergrallt, U. S. Nal'y, commanding West India
SquadrOl~, to COtllt1U1nder Carr, U. S. Navy, commanding chartered
steamer Quaker Oity, to proceed to New York for repairs.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 13, 1861.

SIR : You will proceed in the chartered steamer Quaker City to New
York for the purpostls Bet forth in Captain Wilson'l:l letter to me.
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You will use all possible dispatch in havin~ these suggestions carried
out, and lose no time in returning to this place.

Captain WilBOn stated in lJis letter that from four to five days would
be necessary, and I shall expect the Quaker City here at that time.

You will please give passage to seven invalid seamen belonging to
tlJis ship on tlJeir way to the New York hospital.

Yery respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Commander OVERTON CARR, U. S. Navy,
Commanding (Juaker City.

Report of Flag. Officer Pendergrast, U. S. NallY, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding the mm'ements of the U. S. steamers Monticello
and Quaker City.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 13, lSlji.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S. S.
jVonticello, Lieutenant Commulldin#{ Braille, has arrived here, and
that I have this d~y dispatelJed the Quu,ker City to New York for
the purpose of carrying out tho suggestions of Captain Wilson in his
letter to me already submitted to thl' Bepartment in my dispatch No.
96. I would respectfully suggest to the Department that BOme arrange·
ment be made here with the ordnance factory at Fortress Monroe, so as
to enable the small repairs on vetlsels to be made here, aud thereby save
the time and expense of sendin#{ them North. These suggestions wero
made after a consultation with Major-General ButleI;. I would respect·
fully request that a competent naval engineer, with four machinists
and two boiler makers, be sent here for that purpose.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, yonr obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag·Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of thc Navy.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag·Officer Stringham U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding the clos
ing of the ports of North Carolina by means of sunken vessels, and
transmitting correspondence suggesting the importance of closing the
port of Fernandina.

Confidential.j NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 14,1861.
SIR: I send you herewith copies of letters received at this Depart·

ment from the Assistant Secretary of the Treasnry and the collector at
Wilmington, Del. The suggestiolls in r(\gard to Fernandina and the
importance of having an armed vessel at that point have been hereto·
fore made by other parties. This is probably the most important port
to close up on the eastern coast of Florida. It is also deemed advis·
able that an armed vessel should. at all events for a period, be stationed
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off Cape Fear, provided it can be done without weakening other more
important points that should· be guarded with unremitting vigilance.
It is represented that no inconsiderable amount of commerce is'carried
on 'at this time from various places in North Carolina, but eapecially
from Cape Fear. In.regard to many of the smaller inlets, it has
already been intimated tIlat by sinking hulks or capturt.'.d prizt.'s of
little value, communication may be suppres!\ed. Hulks can probably
be obtained at Baltimore to enable you to close some of the Soutl1ern
ports. You will please give this Eubject consideration, and communi
cate your views to the Department.

I am, respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Na""!!.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[ EncloMl1re.]

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, June 6, 1861.
SIR: The enclosed communication from Mr. Rodney, collector at

Wilmington, Del., I deem to be of sufficient importance to dem1LlU1 of
me a statement in regard to it.

Fernandina is the Atlantie terminus of the Florida Railroad. Mr.
Yulee, formerly of the Senate, liaS control of the r-oad, and for the pur
pose of passenger and mail communication with Charleston by the out
side route had completed last fall a Jlew steamer, said to be fast. It is
to this steamer, undoubtedly, that the letter refers. From Savannah
to Key West there is no fort except an old one at fSt.] Augustine. Fer
nandina may be approached by large vessels {lireet from the sea,
and by smaller vessels throngh the inner passage from Cumberland
Sound. What batteries may have been erected this spring I, of course,
know not, but I am satisfied that the steamer referred to could with
ease be cut out and at the same time the railroad bridge connecting
Fernandina with the mainland be cle8troyed, and the usefulness of that
road in a great degree impaired, if 110t destroyed.

I am, respectfully,
GEO. llA.RRINGTON.

Hon. S. P. OHASE.

[Subenclo.uro.]

WILMINGTON, DEL., June .J, 1861.
SIR: I have this moment received information which I think the

Government Hhouhl be in possession of.
Captain Brower, of the sehooner Anna Smith, of Wilmington, Del.,

reached here this day and reports that his vessel was eaptured by order
of the government of Florida at Cedar Keys on the 12th day of :May
last, from whence he made lli8 eseape; that tile rebels are arming with
two heavy guns, and a crew to conHist of 160 men, a remarkably fast
steamer at the port of Fernandina, eastern Florida, for the purpose of
intercepting the California !\teamers.

Captain Brower is a reliable and intelligent moo, and full faith may
be given to his report.

With high respect, ete.,
T. M. RODNEY.

Hon. S. P. CHASE,
Secretary Treasury.
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•

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to the senior officer at Hll.mpton Roads,
to 8eize 8teamer Hurl, 8upp08ed to be engaged in illegal tra.tfic.

Confidential.] . NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 14, 1861.
SIR: It has been reported to this Department that a small steamer,

supposed to be the Hurl, plying between Baltimore and the Pocomoke
River, is laden with articles contraband of war. This steamer must be
seized and examined. Smith's Island is reported to be the rendezvous
of stores, etc., for the Virginia shore, which will also call for your
investigation.

Very respeCtfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.
SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER,

Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. R.
Navy, commanding West India Squadron, to furnish information
regarding facilities for repairing vessels at Fortre8s Monroe.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, J,tne 1/5,1861.
SIR: Your No. 100· has been received, in which you suggest that

some arrangement be made with the ordnance factory at Fortress Mon
roe, 80 as to enable the small repairs on vessels to be made there, and
thus save the time and expense of sending them North.

The Department would like to have more definite informatiou on this
subject and to know what arrangement can be made. It has no infor
mation of the facilities of the factory for executing such repairs, etc.

I am, resl>ectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,
OommandiRfl West India Squadron.

&pori of Fl4g-01ficer Pendergrast, U. S. Na1'y, commanding West India
Squadron, ofthe arrival at Fortress Monroe of the U. S. ship Jamestown.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortres8 Monroe, Va., June 15,1861.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Depllrtmenttbat the U. S. sloop
of war Jamestown, Oommander Oharles Green, arrived here last even
ing.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

8ecretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C•

• See p. 719.
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Order of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, r. 8. SafJ]j, cMllManding Writ IJUlia
~quadron, to Capt/lin :Jreen, C. 8. Nary, oommaAding e. S. s_ip
JamestOlffl, to prepare that re8sel for sea.

r. 8. FLAGSHIP CUlIBERLAND,
Off Fortre8/l .Monroe, l'"a., Jane 15, 1861.

SIR: Yon will prt'pl\Teyonr~hiJl for sea in all respects, and have yonr
water, wood, anu provildollll lillt'd np.

You will inform me when ~'ou are ready and await the further orders
of FlagOffieer Stringham.

"ery re8pectfnlly, G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Plag-Officer, Commaftding West India 8qwadrOfl.

Commander CRAS. (;REEN,
COfnJlllmding 1'. S. Ship Jamestolrn.

Letter from Flag-Officer Pendergrast, r. S. Nary,oommatuliRg WestIAdia
,-;quatlron, to tlle judge of tlle U. S. district court, Baltif1Wf'e, regardiflg
captured SCMmler Arcola.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress .Monroe, l'a., ,June 1ti, 1861.

SIR: I Rend yon herewith the papers relating to the prize schooner
Arcola, Captain l.ewitl, of Norfolk, Va., fcom Baltimore, bonnd to New
York; cargo, eOI'll awl merchandise.

The said schoon{'r was Heized by order of Flag-Officer Strin~hamon
the :!2d day of .!\lay, aR belonging to the citizens of a seceded State, at
war with the United StateR.

Her cargo (corn) was ordered to be landed at Fortress Monroe for
the n~e of the Oovernment by Flag-Officer Stringham.

The remailling ('argoo (merchandil'le) IlJave ordered with the vessel to
Baltimore in charg~ of .John G. Foster, master's mate of this ship, for
such action as may be necessary in such cases.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Fldg-0fficer, Cmnmanding West India 8quadrOft.
U. S. DISTRICT JrDGE,

Baltimore, .lid.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding West bulia
Squadron, transmitting reports of C011tmallding ojficer and engineer of
the U. S. 8. Dawn, regarding impaired conditima of that ·vessel.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
O,ff Fortres8 Monroe, Va., June 16, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose the reports of Commander
Chandler and the eugineer of the U. S. S. Datrn, from which the
Department will learn that she is in It very deplorable condition.

I"rom what I have seen of the vessel she is very inefficient, both in
armameut and every otller respect, and I would respectfully suggest
that a more suitable vessel be sent here to take her place.

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient Ser\8D~

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Offker, Commanding Welt India SqtUU1rOfl.

lion. GIDEON "TELLER,
Secretary oj'the }o;Ul'y, Washington, D. C.
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The boilers of the Dmrn have just been repaired at Baltimore.
B. F. ISHERWOOD,

Engineer in Chief.
JUL Y 5, 1861.

[EQclo8ure•. ]

u. S. S, DAWN,
Hampton Roadx, Virginia, June 15,1861.

SIR: On my way to your anchorage, I have the houor to inform you
that nothing very material in reference to the blockade of York River
by the vessel under my command has occurred since DIy report to you
of the 29th ultimo; but that, in consequence of repeated leaks in the
smaller boiler tlues, and the unreliable condition of several of them, I
have been compelled to leave my station in order to request a survey on
them. As, without the ability to get up steam and anchor instantly,
night or day, for maneuverillg, a vessel of only two (broadside) guns,
and as nnmanageable as this steamer is with her sails, I feel an unwill·
iugness to imperil her safety by such inefficiency, or to fail in accom
plishing the object of the Government in an effectual blockade of that
river.

Arter patchi1}g the leak referred to in my report of the 29th we
steamed out of Hampton Roads the next morning for our station, but
had not got within 10 miles of it (being under 28 pounds of steam only)
before we sprang a leak in another fine, whieh, soon extinguishing the
fire, compelled us in the face of our foe to conceal our crippled condi
tion from view by making the last 5 miles from our usual anchorage
under the square sail alone, the wind being (fortunately) abaft at the
time.

Having anchored about 6 miles from Yorktown and repaired that
leak as soon as possible, we have kept the fires banked (with steam
under 28 pounds) ever 8ince, except on the following occasions, viz:
At early dawn on the 7th (after a dense fog in Chesapeake Bay during
the previous day and night had lifted), having discovered three ships
at anchor from 5 to 7 miles to the eastward and northward and east·
ward of Back HiveI' lighthouse, and supposed that they might have,
in the fo~, eluded the blol'kacle below, we got up steam and anchor
and ran alongside of each, boarding two of them and having a boat
with the captain aud his papers sent to us froll1 the other. On exam·
ination of their papers found that they had been propel'ly endorsed
by one of the blockadin~ force off Cape Heury two or three days
before. Previously to this (ou the 3d June) we had pursued a schooner
beating across the mouth of York River from pOI!uosin mat, which,
upon coming up with, and ordering the skipper with his papers on
board, proved to be the prize F. W. Johnson (loaded with railroad il'On),
and sent by you to Ba.ltimore under the command of' Mr. Chisholul.

On another occasion (5th June) we steamed out of York River to
cut oft' a sailboat, but failing in that we boarded, at anchor on the east
side of York Spit, a Baltimore brigantine, bouud to one of the West
India Islands from Baltimore.

The day before yesterday we got up steam and anchor and ran over
to the east side of York Spit to procure sand from one of the sIllall
islands eastward of Monday's Marsh Point, returning to our usual
anchorage in the middle of York [{iver the same afOOrno01l.

Yesterday, about 10 a. Ill., while at anchor with fires banked and
steam at 27 pounds, a leak commenced iu one of the small fiuc8 on
starboard side. We immediately got underway, not wishing to be
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caught in a disabled condition, and steamed down the river, burning
wood to keep the fircs in, until we could reach a place of more security
from any attack from llo very superior force that a knowledge of our
crippled state might provoke. 'When we had reached the buoys about
10 miles from Yorktown, our fires giving out, we anchored, and as
soon as possible patchell the leak.

By 7 p. m. we had about 28 pOUlids of steam up again and fires
banked for the night, when about 10 o'clock a leak broke out in another
small fiue about amidships, compelling us to let off steam and blow the
water out of the boiler again preparatory to patching for the fourth
time. At daylight this morning we examined and repaired the leak,
and got up stcam aud anchor this afternoon with the intention of
steaming down here, lest by remaining longer, even with the fires
banked, the flues might give out altogether.

Since writing my report I have been handed a communication by the
first assistant engineer in reference to the condition of our boiler and
flues, a copy of which is herewith submitted.

Also, accompanying this, a duplicate requisition from the different
departments as to our wants, the gunner's being more particularly in
answer to your order of the 7th June.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM ClIANDLER,

Oommander, U. S. NaTJY.
Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Oommanding Home IWest India.] 8quadrOfl.

P. S.-1 have also the honor to send a memorandum of the quantity
of coal, provision8, wood, and water remaining on hand at this date.

Very respectfully, your olJ~dient servant,
WILLIAM CHANDLER,

OQmmander, U. S. NafJY.

u. S. (CHARTERED) STEAMER DAWN,
JURe 15, 1861.

SIR: The following is in our opinion a correct statement in regard to
the Dillen's boiler:

The boiler is 24 teet 8 inches in length, and 10 feet in diameter; has
two furnaces 6 feet 6 inches long by 4 feet 3 inches wide; has one 30
inch and one 12-inch flue running lOrward from each; has thirt.y 8-inch
return fiues. The shell of the boiler is three-eighths of an inch thick,
and ill good order. The 30·inch 11ues have never leaked any. The
8-inch flues are in a very bad condition; the iron it! not more than one
thirty-secoud of an ineh thick in many places, varying from that to one
eighth of au incll. They can not be patched so at! to make them safe,
ami they are likely to give out at. any tillie, even with a pressure of 25
pounds to the square inch. The furnacc8 are worn considerably, but 
have not given us auy trouble since we left New York.

A. W. REYNOLDS,
First EflfJineer.

L. BURHANS,
Second Engineer.

SAML. TOllLIl'iSON,
Third Engineer.

Captain WM. CHANDLER,
Oommander.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergra8t, U. S. Nat'y, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding U. S. steamerll Harriet Lane and Quaker City.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress 1110nroe, Va,., June 16',1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Department's
letter under date of the 15th instant directing lIIe to send the Harriet
Lane [to J New York.

I shall do so as soon as the Quaker City returns, as I canllot well spare
them both at this time.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 8ervant,
G. J. PENDERURA~'l',

Flag-Officer, Commanding Wellt India Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Nat'y, WlLshington, n. C.

Ord6f' of Flag-Officer Pendergra8t, U. R. Nm':'/, commanding We,~t India
Squadron, to Commander Uru>n, ll. S. Nary, commanding U. IS. ship
Jamestown.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress l1fonroe, Ya., ,Tune 16, lSfi1.

SIR: You will please move your ship up to the place indicated by me
to you during this tide.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West Indilt ISqua.dron.

Oommander OHARLES GREEN,
Commanding .Jamestmcn.

Report of Flag-Officer Pender-gra8t, TJ. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, regarding prize schooner Arcola.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va.., June 18,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I yesterday
sent the prize schooner Arcola., Captain Lewis, of Norfolk, Va., from
Baltimore, bound to New York (cargo, corn and merchandise), to the
U. S. court at Baltimore. The Raid schooner was seized by order of
Flag-Officer Stringham on the 22d day of May, and her cargo of corn
was landed at Fortress#.l\lonfoe for the use of the Government, by order
of Flag-Officer Stringnam. All papers relating to the Arcola were
sent with her, including a letter to the U. S. district judge, stating the
facts of her seizure.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
. G.•T. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Wa8hington, D. C.
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[Endorsement,]

This vessel, Arcola, was owned in Xorfolk, Va.
H.espectfully forwarded.

S. H. S'l'RINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squad-ran.

Report of Flag-o.tficer Stringham, U. S. Na1'y, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, of cruise from June 11 to 18, and referring to
prize vessels Sllvannalt and Hallie Jaekson.

U. S. S. :MINNEsoTA,
Hampton Roads, June 18, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor t{) lWknowledge receipt of your favor of May
24, instrueting lIIe W furnish duplicate instructions W prize masterR, so
that one copy may be deposited with the clerk of the district court to
which the prize may be sent.

Also yours of same date apprising me that the steamer Flag, Lieu
tenant Oommanding Lewis C. Sartmi, WIll form part of the Atlautic
.Blockading Squadron: 1 have informed you of her al'1'ival off Charles
ton, June Ii, in company with the Union, and I am now prepared to say
tbat I find' her a very useful vessel, having excellent capacity for coal,
which will obviate the neeessity of leaving her station except at long
intervals. She is oft' Charleston in company with the Wabash.

Also yours of :May 27, apprising me of the recharter of the Quakq
City, and that sbe will form part of the Atlantic Blockading Sqnadron.

Also of same date wit.h reference to allowance for pilots when they
m~ss in the wardroom. I acknowledge receipt of your last esteemed
favor under date of May 28, 1861, which reached me also off Oharles·
ton, with the arrival of the Wabash, Flag, and Union. 1 availed myself
of the presence of tbe two former at Oharleston to go oft' Savannah.
Witll my proceedings there, 1 have already made the Department
acquainted by letter June 11. 1 returned oft' Oharleston June 12, where
I remained until 15tb, when 'r left for Hampwn lwads, where I arrived
on the 18th installt. .

Nothing of conseqnence occurred' at C~arleston previous to my leav
iug, except an official vi~itfrolll the EnglIsh consul, Robert Bunch, esq.,
in company with Henry Thompsoll, master of the British bark Edward,
feeling relieved to filld his bark had not gone to New York in charge of
a prize master. The consul Iwas I satisfied when the circumstances were
explained upon whIch I acted. 'By consent of the consul, Mr.Ohatard
went with him to Oharleston, whither he was proceeding, via Savannah,
in the brig Hallie Jackson, when she was captured by the U. S. S.
Union.

Mr. C. is a planter of Cuba, baving frequent intercourse with the
United States. His wife allli one daughter are now in Charleston, and
auother married and settled in Boston.

I could uot refuse to comply with his request W be taken on board
this ship instead of being sent forward by the Jackson. I hope this
will not meet the disapproval of the Department.

We arrived oft' Fortress Monroe and anchored about noon to-day,
after a short }la~sage from Charleston, without any incident of impor
tance.

There are on board this ship thirteen persons, including the captain
of the schooner Savannah, of whose capture I have already apprised
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yoo. One who gave his name [as1"George Knickabocker," I ordered to
New York in the schooner. I shall send the remainder to New York
by the first opportunity unless otherwise ordered by the Department.

Also the captain of the brig Hallie Jackson, Captain .John Byers, and
three of her crew, whom I shall send to Xew York, unless otherwise
directed, to be detained until the orders of the Department are sent
releasing them. I will state in refl'rence to this captain that he acted
like a secessionililt at heart, as he no doubt is, and was prepared with
his secession flag' and the United States flag. He admitted having
hoisted the secession flag in Cuba. I only succeeded in finding it after
a long and careful search, it having been hidden away between the
c81i1ks in the brig's hold.

I enclose a list of officers and crew of privateer Savannah; also of
the brig Halli~ Jackson, now on hoard this ship.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flal/-Officel', Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

Request of Flag - Officer Stringlw.m, U. S. ..,:em·y, comma.nding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, for an inter/lieU' ,citk the ])epa.rtment.

lJ". S. S. MINNESOTA,
Off Fortres.~ Jlonroe, ,Tnne 18, 1861.

8m: I should be pleased to visit Washington for a day, to consult
with the Department, if agreeable and not ineollsistent with present or
immediately prospective orders from the Department.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. Sl'IUNGH.Ul,

Flay-Officer, A.tlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Kavy.

Report of Captain Jllt>rcer, U. S. Nal'!!, commanding C 8. S. WabaHh,
regarding movement of United States /'eHsels to and from Charles
ton, S. C.

U. S. STEAM FIUGA'fE \YABASH,
Off' ClwrleHton, June 18, 1861.

SIR: The Union arrived at this allchol'ag-e this morning at 9 o'clock,
and I have dispatched the Play to take her place off Savannah. It
will be almost useless to send the Union llCre again. She will be an
admirable vessel for the Uhe~mpeakeBay, drawing 10 feet when full. I
hope some more effident ve~Rel will be substituted for her. I am sorr.r
to lose tIle services of the P lag at this important point.

The Vandalia arrived here 011 the Hitl! instant, and will be of some
service to us.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAML. MERCER,

Captain.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINHHA:\I,

Oommandinf/ U. S. Atlantic Blockadinf/ Squadron.
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S. MERCER,
Captain.

Order of the SecretaryI of the Navy to Flag-OjJicer Pendergrast, U. 8. NtJfJ1/,
commanding lVest India Squadron, regarding repairs to U. 8. 8. Dawn.

NAVY DEPART~NT, June 18, 1861.
SIR: Send the steamer Dawn to Baltimore for repairs, directing the

commanding officer to report his arrival there to the Department by
telegraph.

An engineer will he sent to Baltimore by the Department to superin
. tend the repairs of the Dawn.

I am, respectfull~', your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Commanding West India Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report of Captain Mercer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Wabaah, of
tlte capture of the ship Amelia, June 18, 18fil.

U. S. STEAM FRIGATE WABASH,
Off Charleston, June 19, 1861.

SIR: Yesterday the Union arrived here about 9 in the morning.
Soon after her arrival, I ordered her to board a vessel which made her
appearance to the northward, wind then at northeast. She proved to
be a vessel belonging to Charleston, from Liverpool, under American
colors. As she was bound into Charleston we captured her, and I had
a prize crew placed on board, and gave her in charge of Acting Master
John W.llentley, with orders to proceed with her to Philadelphia. She
will take her departure to-day.

The Flag went to Savannah yesterday, to relieve the Union oft' that
port.

I have given Capt.ain Goldsborongh orders to report to the senior
naval ofticer at Hampton Roads. I shall feel the loss of the Flag at
this point very much. Indeed, with this large ship, which can not
approach the shore nearer with safety than 3 miles, and the Vandalia,
a sailing vessel, I fear that the blockade will not be as effectual as it
has been. It is to be hoped that an efficient steamer or two may be
sent down to us very soon-vessels that will carry plenty of coal. The
vessel captured is the AmeUa, of Charleston. She came.very near get
ting in, and would have done so if the pilots of Charleston had kept a
bright lookont. 'fhe captain of the Amelia says there are several
American vessels bound to Charleston under English colors, 80 I beg
of you to lose JlO time in sending us down a steamer or two.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
• SAML. MERCER,

Captain.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Comdg. U. 8. Atla1~tic Blockading Squadron, Flagship Minnesota.

r. S.-This ship, the Yandalia, aud the Flag were present and in
sight when the Union captured the Amelia, and all equally entitled to
prize money if she should be condemned.
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Report of Commander GoldsboT01lgh, U. B. Navy, commanding U. S. B.
Union, of the capture of the ship Amelia, JUlle 18, 1861.

U. S. S'I'EAMER UNION,
Potomac Flotilla, August31,lS(U.

SIR: In compliance with your instractions of the ~2d instant to fur
nish the Department with a detailed report of the captnre of the ship
Amelia by the Union under my command, I have the honor to make
the following statement:

On the morning of the 18th of June, being off the harbor of Charles
ton, a sail was discovered in the otting to windward about 12 miles,
standing in shore, and apparently under easy sail. I was directed by
Captain Mercer to go in pursuit. Chase was immediately given, and
as we approached she changed her course, and stood from us; but
seeing that we were gaining upon her, and while in the act of firing u.
gun, she tacked and stood for us. Upon coming up, she proved to be
the ship Amelia, from Liverpool, belonging and bound to Charleston,
with an assorted contraband cargo. I took possession, and convoyed
her to the anchorage, where the Waba.sh,.Capt&in Mercer, lay, and to
whom I turned. her over. The next day, Captain Mercer Rent hel' with
a prize crew to Philadelphia, and directed me to convoy her well into
the Gulf Stream, which I did.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. R. GOLDSBOROUGH,

Commander, U. S. Natly.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, lVashington, D. C.

Report of Flag·Officer Strillgha1ll, U. B. Navy, c01llmanding Atlantic
Blockllding Squadrun, giving names and datcs of seizures.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hamptun Ruad~, June 19, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of June
3, 11'\61.

By reference to a list of the vessels sei7.ed, and the time of seizure, I
am able to inform the Department that the ship Nortll.Carolina. was
seized May 14, HW1, and the schooners J. 1/. Etheridge, Mary, lVillialll
and John, Industry, lViUial1l Hellry, and Belle Conway were seized on
the 15th May, 11'\61.

The ship ~Yurth Carolina is owned in Norlolk, Va.
J. ll. Etheridge, ;1[nry, William and Johll, Industry, William HffR,ry,

and Belle Conwlty were rcleaHed, vessello! and cargo, with exception of
the cargo of the Industry, which was landed at :Fortress Monroe for
the use of the Army. .

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. II. STRINGHAM,

Flag-01fker, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Bon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary NIlVy.
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Na,t'y, commanding Atlantic
Bwckading A")quadron, acknowledging receipt of dispatches.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, Junc 19, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge reeeipt of your letter of June
4, in referenl'e to VV. T. B. Van Orden, .ir. j also of da.te June 6, appris·
ing me of his safety.

1 have received appointments, with oaths enclosed, for Acting Masters
John E. Rockwell, John \Y. Bentley, Jos. R. Gordon, Thomas H. Gif
ford, James B. Gordon, John MacDiarmid, and H. W. Green. I ven
ture to return the appointment of Mr. Green, having sent him to New
York by the brig Hallie Ja,ckson with a letter to Commodore S. L.
Breese. His conduct was such on board this ship (he having been
reported to me by Captain Van Brunt as intoxicated twice within four
or five days) that I recommended Commodore B[reese] to let him go,
as being of little service.

I have also received your letter of June 5, in which I am informed
" it is the intention of the Qovernment to prohibit foreigners from hav
ing traffic and making exclJanges with those who are in insurrection."
I will here only say in reference to my action since taking command that
I have looked upon the seceding aud blockaded States as enemies and
have treated them as such.

I am also in receipt of your letters, "confidential," of dates June 5,
containing a letter from F. A. Drake, dated Guilford County, June 2;
J Hne 11, containing anonymous communication from" Union," dated
Worcester, 9th June, to General Scott (I shall send a steamer as soon
as possible to examine Smith's Island), and June 14, containing com
munications from T. M. Hodney, June 4, Wilmington, Del., and George
Harrington, Treasury Department, June 6.

Hespectfully, yours, obediently,
S H. STRINGH.L'l,

Flag-Officer, Atlantic Bwckading Squadron.
Ron. GIJlJEON WELLES,

. Secretary Nat'y.

Lettl'l'from Flag-OffWer Pendergrast, U. S. N(wy, commanding West India
Sq'uadron, to J/ajor-Ueneral Blltler, U. S. Army, commanding Deparf,
ment of Virginia, transferring escaped slaves.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CFMBERLAND,
Off Fortress l11onroe, Va., June 19, 1861.

SIR: I send yot! two slave men, the propert.y of Mr. Selden, of
Gloucester·Count.y, Va., picked np in an open canoe last Sunday morn
ing by a schooner which arrivel} here.

'fhe said canoe was capsized during the Severe storm, and they were
found clinging to it by the schooner.

I would be glad if you will receive them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West'India Squadron.

Ma~.ior·General BEN.YAMIN BUTLER,
Oommanding Department of Virvinia, Fortress .Monroe,
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Lette'l" from Lieutena,nt Sartori, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Flag,
to the judge of the if. S. di8trict court of Pennsylvania, regarding prize
brig Hannah Balch.

u. S. S. FLAG,
Off Oharleston Bat', .Tune 20, 1861.

SIR: This will be handed to you by Master A. Kautz, prize master
of the brig" Hannah Balch, bound into the port of Savannah, Ga., cap
tured 12 miles southeast from the light-house off that place 011 the
morning of the 20th June, 1861, by the U. S. S. Flag, commanded by
and with my authority.

Mr. Kautz has in his possession all the papers found on board the
Hannah Balch, and is directed to place them in your hands. They are
numbered in regular order from 1 to 11, and endorsed by me. Also
three sealed letters from on board, and a duplicate of my letter of
instructions to him, and a rebel flag fonnd on board the brig. He will
give you all the particulars of the capture, as he was the boarding
officer.

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. C. SAR']),()RI.

Hon. JOHN CADWALADER,
U. S.Judge for the Southern District oj Pennsylvania.

Order oj Lieutenant Sartori, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. ]/"7.ag, to
Master Kautz, U. S. Nllvy, to proceed to Philadelphia in charge prize
brig Hannllh Balch.

u. S. S. FLAG,
Off Charleston, June 20, 1861.

SIR: You will take command of the prize brig Han~tah Balch, cap
tured 12 miles southeast of the light-house oft' Savannah on June 20,
1861, by the U. S. S. Flay, commanded by and with my authority, and
proceed with her to the port of Philadelphia.

On your arrival there you will report to Captain DnPont or the com
manding officer present at the navy yard. As soon after as practicable
you will report yourself as the prize master of the Hannah Balch to the
Hon. John Cadwalader,judge of the U. S. district court for the southern
district of Pennsylvania, placing in his hands all the papers connected
with the capture, and await his instructions.

The arms and accouterments for yourself and men will be placed in
your charge, for which you will give receipt to the gunner of this ves·
sel. After the Hannah Balch is placed in possession of the civil
authorities you will receive instructions from Captain Du Pont as to
the disposition of your men and their arms, and you will proceed to
Hampton Roads and report to the senior naval officer there.

You will deliver no papers to the custom-house officers or other per
sons without authority from the judge of the U. S. district court, and
you will remain in charge of the prize until relieved by the said judge.

Let me impress upon your mind the necessity of nnceasing watchful
ness and vigilance until the vessel is placed in possession of the proper
authorities in Philadelphia.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. O. SARTORI.

Master A. KAU'l'Z, U. S. Navy.
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S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading 8quad.ro1&.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Letter fro". Flag-Officer Stringhafrl, U. 8. Na'C1/, comma"dixg Atlafttic
Blockading Squadron, to the Secretary of tl&e Na'C1/ efti]Nirixg illro
J)epartmeftt's actio" regarding discharge of seized tleuels.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, JU'M 20, 1861.

SIR: On my arrival at this point I had the honor of receiving letters
frolll the Department, which I have acknowledged in my communica
tionll of 18th BIIC119th inlltant.

I venture to defer the Ruhjects of your confidential (',ommunicatioI18
until I receive answer to an application for a day's perROnal vil\it to
WMhin/i{ton, which I ventured to make by letter of June 18.

The remaining important lIubjects of consideration are contained in
your letter of .June 5, in which you honor me with the remark that the
Ruggestions in your (my) dispatch No. 2:1, in reference to the interdic
tion of communication in the insurgent States "meets the approval of
the Department, and it will be the policy of the Government to carry
th('m into etrect," and that" it is the intention of the Government to
prohibit foreigners from having traffic and making exchanges with
those who are in insurrection."

I confellS thatl am at /i{rcat loss to understand and wholly unable to
explain bow 1 can have made such a gross miRtake M appears to have
been made by me, if I am correctly informed (though 1 confess yet
unoffici!llly), that mORt, if not all, t,he vessels seized by me and being
from ReceNsion j}()rts and owned in rebellious States, yet have been
permitted to go free.

I coultl not look upon the vessels with secession State clearances,
some with secession flags in their possession, which 1 know they have
proudly ond defiantly displayed (with the old flag of our country in
their hands only to be used for deception and fraud), as deservin~of
any more consideration than any other euemy of my Government.

While 1 have uniformly treated neutrals with the utmost forbear
Rnce, giving them every aid and comfort in my power consisteut with
duty, I have not h~sitated to do what 1 thought was also my duty
toward traitors and rebels, and shall continue to use the force granted me
by the Department to confound these last whenever and wherever I can.

I should be pleased to hear, if not an inconsistent request, the
grounds upon which vessels have been discharged, that 1 may avoid in
the future committing like errors. 1 enclose for the Department a cor·
rect copy of the document· taken from the Savannah, and under which
she sailed; the original went forward with the prize master, to be
delivered to the di8trict judge U. S. court.

Respectfully, your obedient servant.

Report of Oommander Ohandler, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. DaWf&,
. regarding the movements of that vessel.

U. S. S. DAWN,
Ohesapeake Bay, June 21, 1861-9 p. •.

Sm: I should have acknowledged in writing the receipt of your o~er
dated the 10th inl'ltant, directing me to avail myself of the followmg

• See pp. 692,693.
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day for the purpose of putting the boiler and machinery of this steamer
in order as far as I could, but for a subsequent verbal order from you
on the 17th, directing me to return to my station iu York !{,iver and
remain there four or five days, or until you could receive a reply frOIll

Washington in reference to this steamel'. In obedience to which verbal
order we got up (about 15 pounds) steam and anchor and steamed
out of Hampton Roads that afternoon, reaching our anchorage in York
River (between the buoys) before dUl"k the sallie e~ening, where we have
been lying ever since, with the fires banked, at 15 to 17 pouuds of steam
(and without any occurrence of importance save a very slight leak iu
one of the small flues last night), until this afternoon about 6 o'clock.
We then got underway in pursuit of a large fore-and-aft schooner off
the mouth of York River and beating down the Chesapeake, which
proved to be the Arctic, Captain Hicks, from Georgetown, bound to
New York. She had already had her papers endorsed by the Pawnee.

It was my intention to have returned to York River this evening and
to have anchored within 5 or 6 miles of York town, and to-morrow after
noon to have steamed down to Hampton Uoads,in obedience to your
verbal order of the 17th; but while in the act of boarding the Arctic,
the Baltimore mail steamer, from Fortresl5 Monroe, approached, and an
officer· ou board of her informed me that there were orders for me at
the Roads, whither I am now proceeding to report, on my arrival, in
person, on board your ship."Te are now running with from 12 to 15 pounds of steam, which I
think is about as much as it would be safe to carry.

Enclosed is a memorandum of coal, provil5ions, wood, and water on
band.

I ha.ve the honor to be, very rel5pectfully, your obedient
WILLIA:M CHANDLER,

Commander, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST, U. S. Navy,
Commandi1lg West India t-;quadron,

lllayskip Oumberland, Hampton Roath, Virginia.

Orlkr of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Captain Ft(uncc, U. S. Revenue Marine, commanding
U. S. S.l1arriet Lane, to proceed to NCll) York for repairs to that vessel.

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Fla.g-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Captain JOHN FAUNOE,
Commanding Steamer Harriet Lane.

U. S. I<'LAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off l!'ortress J/onroe, Va., JUlie :.!2, 18(jl.

SIR: Yon will proceed in the U. S. S. Harriet Lane to New York fOI
the purpose of having her repaired.

You will use all possible dispatch in having her repaired and rc.turn
to your statiou with as little delay as possible.

Before leaving you will order yonr pilot on board the flagsb1p.
Very respectfully,

• Thi8 officer (&II COlllDlander Chandler afterward.8 16al'I1ed) W&II Flag-Officer
8Vingham.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India

Squadron, of arrival in Hampton Roada of the U. S. S. Mount Vernon.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, l'a., June 22,1861.

SIR: I ha.ve the honor to inform the Depa.rtment that the U. S. S.
Jlf01tnt rernon, Commander Oliver S. Glisson, arrived here this fore
nooll, four days from Key West.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Hlln. GIDEON W'ELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Hull, U. S. Nat'Y, com
mandin!l F. S. skip Savannah, to proceed to duty in the Atlantic Block
ading Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 22,1861.
SIR: The U. S. sloop of war Savannah, under your command, i8 to

form a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Flag-Officer Sila.s
H. Striugham. As 800n, therefore, as Rhe shall be in all respects pre
pared for sea, you will proceed with her to Hampton Roads and report
to Flag-Officer Stringham, orthe senior commanding officer present, for
duty.

You will transmit to the Department before sailing a complete mus
ter roll of the crew of the Sa'l'annalt and a separate list of her officers.

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Captain ,Jos. B. HULL,
Commanding U. So Ship Savannah, New York.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Livingston, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. S. Penguin, to proceed to duty 'in the Atlantic Block
ading Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 22,1861.
SIR: The U. S. S. Penguin, under your command, is to form a part of

the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Flag-Officer Silas H. Stringham.
As Roon, therefore, as she shall be in all respects ready for sea, you
will proceed with her to Hampton Roads and report to Flag-Officer
Stringham, Ol' the senior commanding officer present, for duty. Trans
mit to the Department before sailing a muster roll of the crew and 3
separate list of the officers of the Penguin.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servaut,
GIDEON WELLES.

Commander ,J. W. LIVINGSTON,
Commanding U. f<1. S. Penguin.
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GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Order oj the Secretary oj tIll! Na ry to Oommander Prentiss, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. S. Albatross, to proceed to dll.ty in the Atlantic
Blockading Squadron.

NAVY DEPAR'l'MENT, June 22,1861.
SIR: The U. S. S. Albatross, under your command, is to form a part

of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Flag-Officer Silas H. Stringham.
As soon, therefore, as she shall be in all respects ready for sea, you
will proceed with her to Hampton Roads and report to Flag-Officer
Stringham, or the senior commanding officer present, for duty.

Trausmit to the Department before sailing a muster roll of the
crew and a separate list of the officers of the Albatro,~s.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Commander GEO. A. PRENTISS,
Oommanding U. S. N. Albatross.

Order oj the Secretary oj the Navy to Flag-Officer Strin!lham, U. S. Nat'y
commandinf/ Atlantic Rlockading Squadron, transmitting memorand'um
regarding the yacht Oamilla, jm'merly America.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, ,Tune 22,1861.
SIR: Herewith you have a copy of a memorandum furnished tIle

Department this a. Ill. It is very desirable, if possible, that the ves8el
referred to should be captured.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Flag-Officer S. H. S'l'RINGHAM,
C01nmanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Encl08ure.]

JUNE 22,1861.
From a source entitled to credit I learn that the eommander, Decey,

of the yacht Oamilla (formerly America), went to Montgomery, and
afterwards, about June 1, sailed from Savannah with two ordnance
officers (Lieutenant North aud Colouel K C. Anderson) to Europe, to,
it is supposed, procure rifted cannon and bring back the commissioners
of the Confederate States. It is probable the yacht has gone to Liver
pool, as the agent in Savannah. is Andrew Low, a branch of the house
of Isaac Low & Co., of I.iverpool. The yacht is very fast, and will
probably attempt to rUll the blockade, passing into some shallow
inlet on the Southern coast with the British flag flying. The Lady
flat-is, carrying one rifled gun, is now in Savannah harbor, trying to
get to Charleston through the inland passage, coming out at St. Helena
Sound.

The steamers Everglade and St. Mary's, under new names, are now in
Savannah harbor trying to get out. Bvery telegraph operator takes
ltn oath to the Confederate States, ete., and the telegraphic laws amI
regulations are very stringent.
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Order of tllt' 8fwetary of tlle Xw,'.'I to Captai7t NidwUOR, C S. Nary, com
malldiltg r. R. S. Roanoke, to proceed to dllty in the West IIit/i4
Rf/f/af]roll.

NAYY DEPARTXENT, .Jllne 22,1861.

SIR: AR ROOn aR the r. S. stRAm frigate Roalloke, under your com
mand, iR ready for sea, ~·ou will pJ"O(:eed with her to Hampton noads,
Virg-inia, llnd report to Flag--Officer G••T. Penderg-rast, commanding
the West India Squadron.

TranRmit to t he I)epartment before sailing a mURter roll of tIle R04lwbJ
llllll a Reparate liRt of her offieel"ft.

I am, rt'Rpectfully, your olwdient servant,
GIDEON \\T}~LLES.

(~aptain \VM. C. NICHOLSON,
(!om1llnnding U. N. Frigat~ Roanoke, Nt'/(· York.

Report of (Jo1llma7ll1N" ChnfllllN", 1'. R. Kaf'y, commanding r. to;. So DaINi,
regarding condition of that Teasel.

I". S. S. DAWN,
Baltimore, Ald., .June 23, 186J-fIOOfl.

Sm: I luwe the honor to report our arrival here at noon to-day
(already announced to you by telegraph, in obedience to an order from
Jo'lag-()ffi('er Stringham, of 19th instant), in twenty-five hours from
FortreRs Monroe, under from 12 to Vi pounds of steam (our usual steam
iug preRsnre being ahout 3:i pounds and maximum allowed 45 pound8),
aiJed by the flood tide :l bout 2 knot... per hour.

We ltave lint flo man 011 the sick IiRt, and the steamer is in an efficient
colldition for Ren-ice (e«cept the boiler flues), as far as her battery of
two (hroadside) 3:!-pollnders, etc., can make her.

Enclosed with this is a eopy of the first B88istant engineer's report
to 1110 of the 17th instant, and a copy of my last report to the fiag-officer
in Halllpton Roads, together with a complete mnster roll of the officers
and crew (including the engine department) of the Darcn; also a memo
randum of the quantity of powder, shot, 12.pouml howit7.er canister,
and equipments for our two long 32-ponnders; of the number of mllS
ketoons, common ship's pistols, Bnd swords, as well as of t1le Rmall-arm
ammunition; of tho coal, provisons, wood and water, and of the gen
eral Rhip's Rtores of the different departments on Iland.

There is so much motion in tho vessel I must apologize for my
nnl'lteady writing, llnd have tht~ honor to be,

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM CHANDLER,

Oommander, U. 8. NafJfj.
Hon. GIDEON 'VELLES,

&cretary of the Na.vy.

Order of F14g-01ficer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding Weat India
Squadron, to Oaptain ran Brunt, U. S. Navy, commanding F. S. So
Minncsota, to transfer prisoners for passage to New York.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBltRLAND,
Off Fortrcss Monroe, Va., June 2.3,1861.

SIR: You will please transfer the prisoners on board the MiflNelOt4
to the U. S. S. Harriet Lane, for passage to New York.
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Captain Fannce will report to yon when he is ready to receive them.
This will probably be to-morrow morning early.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Captain G. J. VAN BRUNT,

Oommanding U. S. Steam Frigate Minnesota.
P. S.-lf yon have allY sick men, you will please avail yourRelf of

this opportunity to send them to New York.
n. J. PENDEIW-RAS1'.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergra~t, U. S. Na"''!/, commanding West India
Squadron, to I.ieutenant Braine, U. 8. Navy, Oommanding U. S. S.
Alontit'ello, to seize supposed blockade runner lhlt"l.

Confidential. J U. S. FLAGSlIIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Mom'oe, 1"(1., June 23, 1861.

Sm: The fonowin~ is an extract from a communication received
from the Department:

It has been reported to tbis Department that a small steamer, suppOAed to he the
Hurl, plying betwoon Baltimore lIud Pocomoke River, is laden with articles contra
band of war. This steamer must he sei7.ed aud examined.

Smith's Island is represented as the reudez\'ous of stores, which will also call for
your investigation.

In obedience to the above, you will proceed in the Jfonticdlo, and be
governed by the above extract. After having performed this duty yon
will return to Hampton Uoads.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Fla.g-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Lieutenant Commanding BUAINE,

Oommanding Monticello.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India.
Sg:uadron, regarding orders given to certain 'Vessels of his command.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Ya., June 23, '1861.

8m: I have the henor to inform the Department that the Qua.ker
City returned to her station last evening, and that I have this day
dispatched the Harriet Lane to New York with the crew of the priva
teer Sa1Jannah, lately brought here by the U. S. steam frigate Minnesota
as prisoners. I would also inform the Department that in obedience
to its order, nnder date of the 14th of June, marked confidential, I 11ave
directed I_ieutenant Commanding Braine, of the U. S. S. Monticello, to
make an examination of Smith's Island, and also to keep a lookout for
the small steamer, supposed to be the Hurl, plying between Baltimore
and the Pocomoke River.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nal.IY.
N W B-VOL 0---47
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Affair on the Rappahannock River, June 24,1861.

Report of Lieutenant Braine, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Ionticello.

D. L. BRAINE,
Lieutenant, in Charge U. 8. S. Jlonticello.

Flag-Offirer n..1. PENDERGRAST,
COllllllandilt!/ lrest India Squadron.

u. S. S. MONTICELLO,
Off the Rappahannock Rircr, June 2-1, 1861.

SIR: Agreeably to your order of ye~terdayT left the Hoad~. and after
organizing a launch's crew and exercising them at the gun, J anchored
in Lynn Haven Bay.

Eal'ly this morning I started for Smith's Island, at the entrance of
the Chesapeake Bay, l>upposing that to be the island referred to in your
instructions. Upon a conversation with the pilot, I determined that
the island you alluded to was Smith's Island, near Tangier Island.

Accordingly I Rteered up the Cbesapeake Bay, speaking llIauy ves
Rels which had }Iot been boardc(l. I stopped to endorse their papers,
in the mmal manner.

Receiving information from the pilot of a nature that led me to believe
I might captnre the steamer rirginin at a short distance from the mouth
of the Rappahannock Hiver, aud it being about 3 p. m. and not being
able to reach Pocomoke Sound before night, I ran a short distance up
the river, and turning, on the way down not seeing any sign ofa steamer,
the pilot assured me of the strong Union sentiment~of a gentleman
named William Gersen [Gresham], residing on the bank. By this state
ment, and hoping to get some information, I sent the launch ashore, fully
armed and equipped, under charge of Master's Mate Lewis A. Brown
ami Assistant Surgeon JIeber Smith, and pilot, Mr. Phillips.

They landed, with gig, from the launch, and were cordially received
(as I could plainly see the master of the house sbake bands with tbem.
aIllI tbe same thing was repeated to me on their return). Hardly bad
this occurred when they were tired upon by a body of about eighty men.
They returned the fire, and retreated to the boat and shoved off. Turn
ing the bow of tIle launch toward the shore, they served tbeir gun effec
tually. I opened the ship's battery on the rebels with grape and shell
at 6()O yards, and succeedpd in demolishing the bouse and killing and
wouudiug many, completely silencing their fire.

The men on board this ship, short-handed as we were, served their
guns with great courage and promptness, awl much credit is due to
the ollicers and men for tbe brave manner in which they did their duty.

It is with much regret that I have to announce that our assistant
surgeon, Heber Smith, was severely wounded in the mouth, a-- also in
the hand, and I request that he may be removed where he call obtain
the best medical attendance. Aug-ust Peterson, quartermaster, was
shot ill the stomarh, and 1 fear he can not live.

I ani ready, sir, to proceed immediatcly, in accordance with your
in!\trnetiom" if you can spare me a gentleman to act as Burg-cDn. I for
ward herewith tIle report of Aeting :\laster's Mate L. A. Brown. who
was in command of the expedition.

I am, respectfully, your obedient, Hervllllt,
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Beport of Flag-Ofllcer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading SquadroD,
tranamittiDg report of Kaster'. Jlate llrown, U. S. Navy, U. S. S. Ionticelio.

U. S. S. MiNNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 30, 1861.

SiR: I have the honor to acknowledge reeeipt of your letter of June
28. I endose the report of L. A. Brown, mal:lter'l'3 mate, U. S. S. Mon
ticello, omitted in my lettel' No. 31.

'fhe Penguil~ arrived ~'el'3terday. I have. ordered her up off York
River.

Rel:lpectfuIly, your obedient servant,
S. II. STRINGHA:\I,

Flag. Officer, AtlllnUc Blockading /Squadron.
Ron. GWEON WELLES,

Secretary 0/ ~Va,vy.

[EncIOllnr~,J

u. S. S. MONTICELLO,
Off thc Rappahannock River, June :24, 1861-8lJ. 1Il.

SIR: Agreeably to your orders of this date I armed and equipped
the launch with eig-hteen men and took the gig in tow.

We pulled toward the l:lhore until the water became too shallow to
allow the launch to proceed any farther, when, leaving the howitzer's
crew with four other men in the launeh, I took the balance with Dr.
Smith and Mr. Phillips, the pilot, in the gig and pnlled on l:lhore.
Dr. Smith and the pilot went first and were ('ordially shaking hands
with the owner of the llOuse as I and my men, armed with revolvers
and Sharps ritles, came up. I heart) a llIan on the stoop say that there
was a company of well· drilled voluuteers in the vicinity, and 011 my
turning about I saw a company of armed alld uniformed men stealing
alOIlg the shore as if to cut otl' our retreat. I immediately ordered a
retreat to the boat and fired off our carhines, many of whieh missed fire
and then shoved oft·, having waded to the laullch. As the retreating
tide had left the gig high and dry on the beach, I had to leave it there.
Dr. Smith, Burgeon, and August Peterson,quartermaster, were wounded
while wading to the laullch. I immediately commenced firing the
howitzer and did considerable execution and llad tired a number of
times when I was called back to the ship by Jour hail. Many of the
shot struck the oars all(llaunch, penetrating the side. The men actRd
nobly while under tbis galling fire, we being 110t more than 7U yards
from the shore, 'and they deserve great credit.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. A. BROWN,

Jlaster's .Mate, C. /S. /S. Monticello.
D. L. BRAINE, U. S. Navy,

Lieutenant, in Charge U. S. S. Jllonticello.

Report of Lieut8J!ant Braine, U. B. Navy, commanding U. S. B. Konticel1o, announcing the
death of Quartermaster Peterson of that vlllSel.

u. S. S. MONTWl<~LLO,
Hampton Roads, June 2(;, 18(jJ.

SIR: It is lily painful duty to anlJounce to yon that August Peterson,
quartermaster 011 board this ship, died at the bospital in Fortress
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Monroe of the wOllDd received during the action at Oarter's Orook, in
Rappahannock RIver, on Monday last.

IW8pectfully, your obedient servant,
1>. L. BRAINE, G. 8. Navy,

Lieutenant, in Charge U. S. S. Jlonticello.

Flag·Officer ~. H. 8'l'RINGHAM,
Oommanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Flag-Oftioer 8tringham, U.8. Navy, oommlUlding At1&Dtic IDookading Squadnm,
regarding wounding of 8urgeon 8mith, of the U. 8. 8. Konticello.

U. S. 8. MINNESOTA,
HamptOil Roads, June 26,1861.

Sm: The acting assistant surgeon, Heber Smith, of the Monticello,
was severely wounded in the aft~l.ir at Carter's Creek, 011 the Rappahan
nock Hiver, which makes it necessary for this vessel to have another
assistaut surgeon.

Will the Department please send one as ROon as convenient!
Uespectfully, your obedient servant,

S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag·OJficer, Atlantic Blockaditlg Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLER,
Secretary Nal'y,

Letter from Brigadier-General Kagruder, C. 8. Army, OOmm&Dding at Yorktown, VL, to ColoDeI
Deal, C. 8. Army, tranamittiJIg statement of .Joseph Chriatian.

llEADQUARTERS, Yorktown, Va., June 27,1861.
8m: I have the honor to send a report made to Oolonel Orump, of

an abortive attempt to land soldiers from au armed steamer in the
Rappahannock River, where the enemy was driven back by our citi·
zeos. This morning at sunrise I sent a force of 1,500 men to support
the cavalry and artillery nnder Major Bood, operating near and on the
Poquosiu, to meet auy party seut from the enemy's works and cut it
ofl: I shalljoill this force to·day.

The Reverend Mr. Adams will hand this to the colonel commanding
the Virginh\ forces. I have been extremely indebted to thiS"good and
patriotic minister of the g-ospel for lllueh assistance. He has lost
everything in the cause, and I would like to see him appointed as
chaplain to one of the regiments in this department.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. MAGRUDEl~.

Colonel GEORGE DEAS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, O. 8. Army.

[Encl08ure.]

URBANA, V A., Jttne 26, 1861.
My DEAR 8m: I have just received a note by special messenger

from C. W.l\Iontague, esq., requesting me to furnish to you an accurate
account of all the doings of the enemy 011 the Rappahannock on Mon
day evening last. I have taken much pains to gather from ·persons
who have visited the soone of action and conversed with those who
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Jos. OHRISTIAN.

were engaged in it the following particulars, which you may regard as
reliable:

About 4 p. m. on Monday, the 24th, l\ war steamer, tIle Star [Monti
cellol, of New York, of 1,000 tons burden, came to, opposite the bouse
of Mr. James W. Urcsham, of Lancaster, situated immelUateIy 011 the
river, about 12 miles below l~rbana, on the Lancaster side. She dis
patched to the shore three barge.~, one a very large one, with a swivel
in tbe bow, and two smaller ones, all filled with armed troops. The
large bar~e grounded on the flab'!. The otber two came ashore with l~

number of arnwd men, variously estimated at between thirty and sixty.
Aftel'reaehingthe shore some six or eight proceeded up to Mr. Gresham's
house. One of the partyaceosted Mr. Gresham and introdueell another
of the party. The first named, it seems, was the pilot, who wa.s captain
of a wood vessel, aUll acquaillted with Gresham. lIe enquired if he
had any chickens or lambs for sale. Mr. Gresham replied that he had
a plenty, hut not a d-d one for that party. lIe then took the pilot
aside and told him they bad better be getting away, as there were
troops in the neighborhood, alld that he did not wish bis premises to be
tbe scene of a battIe, as his mother was vt'ry ill in the house. While
they were talking a small company of Lalll'l\8ter troops, about thirty
in number, were Reen coming down the road in double-quick time. The
alarm was wven, and the enemy fled precipitately to their boatR, our
men firing into them as they sboved oil'. In their flight they left one
of the barges. The men, in great confusion, crowded into the otber,
and others wading out to the large barge on the flats. In their flight
they left, besides the barge, two breech· loading rifles, a revolver, and
several swords, with coats, hats, and shoes, thrown away in their hl\8ty
retreat. It is confidently asserted that four of the enemy were killed
in the boat. Nobody Imrt on our side. As soon as our men fired on
the enemy the ship opened ller guns on Mr. Gresham's house. She fired
fifty-three shot and shell, seventeeu of which took effect, damaging the
house to tbe amount of at least $1,000. As in all of our engagements,
the preservation of life was most remarkable. One of the balls struck
the bed on which Mrs. Gresham was lying ill. She was then removed
to an outhouse and a bombshell came in and exploded in the room with
out injury to anyont'o

I have given you in a very hurried manner these particulars, which
I gather from most reliable sources of iuformation. You will unite with
us in coutemptuous indignation at the cowardly conduct of these das
tardly scoundrels, who, refusing to llleet half their Jmmber face to face,
at a safe distancez in their ship, destroy the property of our citizens.

I hope to be able to visit your camp soon and reuew the acquaintance
I had the pleasure of having with you last winter.

Hastily and truly, yours,

Colonel CHAR1-ES A. CRUMP,
Gloucester Point, Va.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergra.st, U. S. Navy, commanding W:estIndia
Squadr01l, oj tile arril'al in Hampton Roads of the U. S. S. Union, bring
ing as prisoners the creu' of the prize ship Amelia.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 2J, 1861.

SIR: J have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S. S.
URian, Commander Goldsborough, arrived here last evening. The
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Union brings as prisoners the crew of the ship Amelia, belonging to
CharlNlton, H. C., from Liverpool, bound to Charleston; cargo, contra
band goods. The Raid ship was seized by Commander noldsborongh
on thl\ ISth day of .June, 211 mites east of Charle.ston light-house, and
WaR Kent to Philadelphia as a priz<', in charge of a prize master and
crew, by Captain SaIDm·l ~[ercer, of the (i. H. Rteam fri~te Wabash.
I Khall retain the prisoners here until the arrival of Flag-Officer String
halll.

I have thl\ honor to he, sir, very respectfully, ~-onr obedient servant,
G.•J. PENDERGRAST,

Plag-(~UU'er, Commanding West India &j1UUiroll.

I1on. GIDEON \VELLER,
Secretary of the Xary, Washingtoll, D. C.

Report of ('om»lander Carr, [~. R. Xary, commanding r. S. 8. Q1uIker
Cit!J, (~r attat'k by Confed~ratcforce upon a boat party from that t'essl'£.

l~. S. S. QUAKER CIT¥,
Hampton Roads, June 24,1861.

SIR: While on the cruising ground of this vessel this morning, I
pil~ked n Jl aman named Pewr Lynch in an open boat, and who de.'lCribed
himself a!o1 a refugee from Norfolk.

lie informed me also that a man named Hayes, late master plnmber
of the X orfolk JIlwy yard, had fled with him, and was at the time wait
iug on the beadt.

I immediately dispakhed an armed boat under charge of Acting
Master :Mather to bring him off, bnt which was fired upon before reacb·
ing the shore by a large body of mounted troops, who rushed from a
eoncpaletl rpnllpzvous in the woods.

I regret to inform you that .James Loyd, ordinary Reaman, was
wounded, I fear mortally.

Acting Master Mather managed Itis boat to my satisfaction, and tbe
boat's crew behaved well.

Very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
O.CARR,

Commn.nder, U. 8. Nary, Commandifl{J (luaker Oity.
Flag-Officer STRINGHAM, U. S. Navy,

CommandinfJ U. 8. 1fa1wl Forces, Hampio-n Roads, l'i,·ginia.

Letter from the Secretary of the Nav,lJ to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Nal'y, ('01l111/((ndil1g A tlalltic Rl{)ckadiny Rquadron, gil'ing illformatiQ1I
of tltc shipping ofprol'i!/ion,~ in aid of Confederates.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, .June fU, 1861.
Sm: The following is an extract from a private letter received in

this city.
Very )'t'spectfully, etc.,

GIDEON WELLES.

Commodore S. H. STRINGHA:M,
Oomdy. Atlantic BwckadillfJ Squadron, Hampton Road~, Virgillia.
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BAL1TMORE, June 19,1861.

Sm: I have reason to suspect that quite an amount of aid and com
fort is being sent from thhl city to Virginia by way of the Rappahan
nock Hiver. Small craft load here ostensibly for the eastern shore
of Maryland, but rendezvous among the Tangier Islands. W atehing
their opportunity, they cross the bay and sail up the Happahannock to
a small town called Tappahaullock, and there discharge t.heir cargo.
The principal articles shipped have been provisions, of which I am
informed the Virginians are much in want, etc.

Report of Commander Livingston, U. S. Na-vy, commanding U. S. S
Penguin, regarding Department's orders to proceed to duty in the Atlan
tic Blockading Squadron.

NAVY YARD, NEW YORK, June :2-1, 18(jl,

SIR: I have the bOllor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 22d instant, intorming me that the U. S. S. Penguin, under
my command, is to form a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squad
rOil, under the command of Flag-Officer S. H. Stringham, and as soon
as the Penguin is in all respects ready tor sea, to proceed to Hampton
Roa-ds alld report myself to Lite cOlllulauding officer there.

The officers being all present, I shall obey your order immediately
after the work now progressing shall be finished and the vessel turned
over to me from the yard.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. "V. LIVINGSTON,

Commanding U. S. S. P/;nguin, New York.
Hon. GIDEON -WELLES,

Sec-retaryof the Navy, Wash-ington.

Report of Captain ClW,U1lCey, U. S. Navy, comnumding U. S. S. Susque
hanna, of the offer of a rifled cannon for thatl'cssel.

U. S. S. SUSQUEHANNA,
Nm,y Yard, Boston, June 24, 1861

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the quartermaster-general
of Massachul:letts, General Reed, oilers to supply this ship with a rifled
cannon aud all equipments free of charge, should I be favored with the
permil:lsion of the Navy Department to accept the same.

I have the honor to be, sir, veryrespectfully,your most obediellt servan t,
JOHN S. CHA.UNCEY, Captain.

Hon. GIDEON "'ELLES,
Secretary of the .LYavy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Na1'y, commanding Atlantic
Bloc/auHng Squadron, -regarding the disposition of U. S. steamers Uni01l
and Monticello.

U. S. S. MINNEi:lOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 25, 1861.

SIR: Thinking the .Monticello not a proper vessel to Mend outside, I
!lball send her up to York RiveI' (as that is a very important point from
its proximity to Richmond) until the return of the Dawn.
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I shall send the Union back to her station off Savannah until a vas
sel arrives competent to take her place, which I hope will be soon.

The Monticello went, under orders from Commodore Pendergrast, to
look after any "piratical work, or landing of contraband articles," as
mentioned by "Union," enclosed in yeur confidential letter of June 11.

I forward the report- of Lieutenant D. L. Braine, who has not given
such a reconnoisance of the island as I could have wished. I shall
order him agaiu to cruise off this island, and shall instruct him not to
allow officers and men to land, leaving their boats, as in this instance,
except it is actually necessary.

I enclose a copy of the Day Book, published at Norfolk, Va., June
20, which contains a very remarkable letter, purporting to be from the
captain of the U. S. S. St. Mary's.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag-Ojficer, Atlantic Blockad'lng Squadron.
Hon. GIDEOl\ WELLES,

Secretary oj Navy.

Report oj Lieutenant Albert Kautz, U. S. Navy, of the recapture of the
prize brig Hannah Balch by the O. S. pril'ateer Ooff~, June 25, 1861.

W A8HINGTON, D. C., Norember 20, 1861.
Sm: I have the honor to report my arrival in this city, after having

been a prisoner for more than four months. I was ordered to the her·
maphrodite brig Hannah Balch, as prize maRter, on the 20th ofJune last,
by the commanding officer of tbe U. S. S. ~/t'lag, off Charleston, S. C.

I steered eastward till I reaclloo the Gulf Stream, and kept in it
till I was captured 011 the 25th of June, about 30 illiles to the south
ward and eastward of Cape Hatteras.

The swell of the sea and the wiud were both from the eastward. I
had made a reasonable allowance for them, and I attribute my being
20 miles to the westward of my reckoning to the inaccuratc chronome
ter belonging to the vessel. The 8teamer which captnred me was the
steamer Ooffee, formerly of Norfolk, and had been crui8ing off Cape
Ilatteras, rUllning out in the morning and back in the evening. She
was commanded by Thomas B. Cros8cII [Thomas M. CrossanJ, formerly of
the U. S. Navy, and carried a :t!.poulI{tcr mounted on a pivotcal'riage;
she al80 had quite a number of Roldiers on board. I endeavored to
make my escape by settiug all sail and running free, but the steamer
being a fast one alld the brig a slow sailer I was 800n overtaken and
compelled to surrender.

I caused the three mnskets I possesscd and as llIany pistols and cut
lasses to be thrown oVllrboard t~) prevent them ii'om taIling into the
hands of the enemy. '1'he six men I had with me were sent to Fort
Macon, N. C. The tlll'ee merclmntmen who belonged t.o the vessel were
relcased, and I was Rcnt to Halcigh. I received a parole to live in War·
ren County, N. C., but 011 the 25th of AUgU8t it was taken from me alld
I was sent to Richmond, Va., where I was confined in a cell by order
of Jefferson Davis, for the alleged reason that A. G. Hudgins was con
fined in the Tombs in New York.

• See p. 738.
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On the 29th nltimo I was granted a parole of fifty days for the pnr
pose of effecting an excllange. I pledged myself to return to Rich
mond It prisoner, if I failed to get an exchange. I also pledged myself
to call upon the President, and urgc an exchange of prisoners now held
in Richmond for those held by the U. S. Government.

Patriotic motives and a sympathy for the unfortunate prisoners in
Richmond induced me to act as I did. I need scarcely say that I was
exceedingly anxious to secure my own liberty.

Trusting that the Department will sustain mo in my action, and
houing Iloon to be able to take service,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALBERT KAUTZ,

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.
lIon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from the Secretary of the N at'y to Flag- Officer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding transfer
of cannon from lVar Department.

NAVY DEP.A.RTMENl',
Washington, June 25, 1861.

SIR: In accordance with your suggestion, instructions will be issued
by the War Office, subject to the approval of Major-General Butler, to
transfer to your charge one of the large pieces of ordnance known as
the I{,odman cannon, together with its eCJuipment and ammunition, for
SCI'vice afloat in the waters adjacent to Old Point Comfort.

As the ritled cannon now lying near Fortress Monroe has not been
yet fully tested, and as co,nsidemble time would elapse before a trial
could be made and the projectiles prepared, tue Department would in
consequence recommend you 19 take the Ilhell gun of 15 inches' bore,
which is already proved, mounted' 'on its carriage, and supplied with a
suftieiellcy of Ilhells for prcsent service.

In the book of Rodman 011 experiments with cannon and powder (for
wardt~d to you by this mail), at page 290, you will find all requisite infor
mation relative to the weiglJts of' charge and shell, elevation, range, and
recoil for the XV-inch gun, by which you will perceive that, with an
elevation of 25 degrees, a charge of 50 pounds, and a Ilhell of 315
pounds, the range outained was 4,(81) yards.

It may be well to remark tlJat the bore is not chambered, and the
ordinary form of cartridge bag will answer for the charge.

.For the purpose of preparing the gun for active operations afloat
you will, with all practitlable dispatch, cause to be purchased a suitable
vessel to sustain its weight of 49,099 pounds, exclusive of carriage and
equipment, and fit the vessel in such a. IDanner as your experience may
dictate.

Should, however, difticultieR arise with resped to the price of the
vessel, by notifying this Department the matter will be promptly
attended to.

When the vessel a,lId gun are fully prepared for service you will be
guided by Bueh circulllstances in the operations as the pending hostilities
may demand.

I am, very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES.

Senior Flag-Officer SILAS H. STRINGHAM, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.
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A. II. GRDlSHAW,
POlitmaster.

Letter/rom by the Secretary of the Navy to Fla!l-0.Dicer Stringham, F. S.
Xary, com1J1a It din !I Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding communi
ctTtion 'With the bwckaded States.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 25, 1~/j1.

SIR: I enclolil' for your information a copy of a letter received at this
Department.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON 'YELLE8.

Commodore S. H. Sl'RINUHA)l,
Gomdg. Atlantic lJlocktTding Squadron, Hampton Roads, l'ir!Jinia.

[Endo.ure.]

POST-OFFICE,
Wilmington, Del., June 21, 1861.

SIR: Yesterday I telegraphed to Mr. Hoffman, collector at Baltimore,
that Hon. U: 1».l·'isher had written to me from Dover that a la<ly named
Bell, accompanied by berson, were en route for Baltimore to sail for
Virginia iu a small veliliel recl'ntly repainkd and renamed in Baltimore.
The hnsbUlld of the lady is in the Confederate (or rebel) Army. The
vessel nominally trades to eastern shore of Maryland (really to Virginia)
with stores. 'l'he female has been up to Philadelphia; from thence to
Baltimore several times, and no douht is collecting information.

The vessel, it is believed, slips in and ont of \:ork HiveI' during tile
temporary ahlicnce of the Harriet Laue. 1 have collected information
froUl the mail agent on the Delaware road. I believe that constant
communication is carried on through the navigahle waters of Delaware
and Marylaud, and that I could carry any material I choose from !)hila
delphia to Virginia at any time.

Yery re8pectfully,

HOll. 0. WELLES.

Letter frm1l the Secreta"} of the Navy to Flag-O,tfk;er Stringham, U. 8.
Nal'!!, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, urging the necessity
of a more c.t!eetil'e blockade.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 25, 1861.
Sm: I ('nclosc herewith a copy of a, letter received at the Treasury

Departmellt alld referred to this lDepartment].
Vcry respectfully,

GIDEON 'VELLES.
l<'lag-Ofticer S. H. S1'RINGIIAl\f,

Comd!J. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[l-:nclo8ure.]

When I left Wilmin~t()ll,N. C., three vessels had just arrived, one
with a. car~o of railroad iron from Cardiff, "Yales; one with a ca.rgo of
molasses, ii'olll CardeIllt8; and one with a cargo of lime from Maine.
'fhe latter "essel was bound to Charleston, but findin~ tbat harbor
blockaded, put into the port of \Yilming'ton. \Vhen I left, no blockade
was established ofl' the Cape Fear River, and I have not seen all~'
aCCOllnt of any since my arrival North. Unless Willllin~ton is block
t:lled, the hlockade of Charlcliton Harhol' is a pmcticalnulli~y. 'l'here



ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 747

D. L. BRAINE,
Lieutenant, U. S. Nary, in Charge U. S. S.1lfonticello.

Flag-Officer S. H. STIUNGHA;\I,
Commanding Atlantic Blodaulinrt Squadron.

is direct railroad communication between the two places, and for com
mt'rcial purposes Wilmington is as Ileal' the interior of South Carolina
as her own port of Charleston. AccorcUng to the published terms of
the blockade, a vessel attempting' to enter is warned off; when warned
otl', she can proceed to \Vilmington without molestation and discharge
her cargo. Vessels drawing 12~ feet water can enter tIle Cape Fear.
The same will apply to Beaufort and Ocracoke inlets on the coast. A
vcs.'lel entering Albema.rle Sound can land her cargo in Norfolk, not
withstanding the efficient hlockade established there. The Dismal
Swamp Canal and the Albemade and Chesapeake Canal ofter facilities
of communication. Vast qua.ntities of corn are sent from the eastern
counties of North Carolina to Norfolk by the routes indicated. So
long as the rebel troops can receive abulHlance of corn from North
Carolina, rice from \Vihnington and CharleRton, bacon and pork from
Memphis and .Now Orleanl>, tbey can scarcely be starved out.

WM. A. GUYER,
Norwalk, Conn.

Report of Lieutenant Braine, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Jlonti
cello, giving information reCeil'e(l from refugees from Norfolk, l'a.

u. S. S. MONTICELLO,
Hampton Roads, June 25,1861.

SIR: When I saw you this morning I neglected to mention that at 1
o'clock on Monday morning, while at anchor in Lynn Haven Bay, we
were boarded hy two rel'llg"pes from Norfolk named .Tames Lane and
Ubarleli Hazard. They came oft'in a lIlan of-war boat wbich tbeyfollnd
and launched in Lynn Haven Bay.

They both belonged to New York City, and I permitted them to leave
in the schooner R. C. .I1. Ward, bound to that plaee, and gave them
rations for six days. They gave me the following information:

N'orfolk and its viduity is erowdell with trnopB, In tho navy yanIllt Gosport, the
machine shuI' is in fllir working order. The Jlenimuek has been raised anll is now in
the dry dock. ::\he WIl.ll burned nearly to her copper and hor lIlachinery is effectually
lle.'ltro~-ed.

They report that "troops are being sent from Norfolk to Smithfield,
and from that point across the James HiveI' to Yorktown." I also
learn that the steamer Glen COl'e, ruuning up James River, was
destroyed by tire.

r am, sir, your obedient servant,

Report of Lie1l-tenant Rraine, U. S. Nat'y, commanding U. S. S. lffonti·
cello, regarding boats.

U. S. S. MONTICELLO,
Hampton Roads, .June 2a, 1861.

SIR: I Rend by bearer to your sllip the hoat in which those two
refugees that came aboard thi~ ~hip escaped from Yirginia.
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D. L. BRAINE,
Ifieutennnt, U. S. Navy, in Charge U.8. R. Alontiulw.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Commanding Atlnntie Bwckadillg Squadron.

Will you be so kiud as to !.'Ieud back the dingey of which you spoke
to me this moruing.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag.Officer, Atlantic Bwckading SquadrOA.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Report of Flag·Officer Stringhnm, U. S. Navy, c01nmanlling At14utic
Blockadinfl Squadron, "cgnrding Engineer J01'dan, late U. S. NafJ1j.
and the burning of steamers Merrima.ck and Glen Cmle.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, ,June 26,1861.

SIR: I herewith send a letter from Marshall P.Jordan, second
assistant engineer, U. S. Navy, now on boaI'll this ship.

As I am informed by the eommander of tIle A-fount Vernon that he is
a. strong secessionist, will the Department please inform me what I
shall do with him'

The commander of the jlfount Vcrnon asked Mr. Marshall rJordan J if
he woulll take an oath not to fight ag-ainst the United States, provided
he was permitted to leave. He indiglluntly answered, No! Be would
be d--d if he would ever take that oath.

I am happy to inform the Department that reliable informatiou Wll.8
received from two deserters who were on board of the Monticello yt>,s.
terday, named James Lane and Charles Hazard, that the Merrimack
was burned to the water's edge. She was taken into dry dock, exam·
ined, and pronounced worthless. lIer machinery was all destroyed.
Also that the secession steamer Glen Cove, running up James River,
was destroyed by fire.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

[Enclo8ure.]

U. S. S. MOUNT VERNON,
. Hampton Roads, June 24,1861.

Sm: As I have learned that a steamer containing many families will
be down from the city of Norfolk to-morrow, and expecting a commu
nication from the Department dismissing me from the service of the
United States at tIle same time, I would most respectfully beg your
permission to return to the flagship to·morrow morning in the U. S. S.
Daylight, and, if free to depart, to take passage in the steamer 011 her
return to Norfolk, or if not at liberty so to do, to endeavor to learn
some tidings of my family.

My great anxiety on their account is my excuse for thus troubling
yon.

I have the honor to be, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
MARSHALL P. JORDAN,

Late Second Assistant Engineer, U. S. Navy.
Flag-Officer G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces in Chesapeake Bay.
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Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, 1I. So Nuvy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadr01&, regarding disposition of captured vessels Sully
.Magec and Amelia.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 26, 1861.

SIR: I have tIle honor to infonn you of the capture this morning of
the bark Sally ftlUf/C/:, from Hio de Janeiro, bound to Hichmond, Va.,
where she is owned, and the cargo also. I shall send her to New York,
in charge of Lieutenant Bryant. _

I have taken from the Union the three mates and twelve men found
on board the ship Amel-ia when she was captured off Charleston,.Tnne
18, 1861. This ship was sent to Philadelphia. Will the Department
please inform me what I shall do with these prisoners' The crew are a
miserable set of Ohinamen, Malays, etc. The officers are English and
American.

The captain and crew of the Sal'annah, also of the Hallie Jacks01&, a
list of whose names I llll.ve already forwarded to tJ1e Department, were
sent in the Harriet Lane to New York Jnne 24.

Yesterday, in Lynn Haven Bay, the Quaker Oity discovered a boat
pulling toward them, which proved to have a man in it, deserting from
the secessionists. lIe informed them there was another man on shore
wishing to leave. The ship's boat pulled for the shore, but before arriv
ing it was fired on by a large party, which suddenly appeared in view
and which led them to suppose the other man was captured. Unfor
tunately a shot from the shore reached the boat, mortally wounding one
man, who has since died.

The Union will go to sea to·day to return to her station off Savannah.
I wish very much I had a more competent seagoing vessel to send in
her place. .

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag-Officcr, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secrctary of N a-lJy.

Report of Flag·Officer Stringham, U. S. Nary, commandillf/ .ILtlantic
Blockading l'ilJuadron, reJi:rring to various instructions received from
the lJepartmtmt.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 27, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of .Tune
24, in referen('e to Captain William M. Armstrong.

I have written a letter to him at Norfolk, which I shall send by the
first oppOltunity.

I would respectfully ask whether it would not be well to issue a gen·
eral order, publishing it ill the newspaper, that all officers of the U. S.
Navy in the rebellious States inform the Department how and where
orders can reach them, or to report for duty at Washington forthwith.

The information you have given me in reference to Wilmington, N. 0.,
I very much regret to bear, as I can not now fulfill your wishes for
want of a proper vesRel now on hand to send, but will attend to this
as soon as I pol:lsibly can.
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I shall send the Monticello oft' the mouth of the Rappahannock.
Will the Department please ~end, ml soon a/; convenient, an assistant
surgeon for this vessel to take the pla.ee of the oue wounded, of which
I have apprised the Department?

Your letter containing suggestions in reference to York HiveI' has
also been received. I llave always considered this point and the Rap·
pahannock very important, and have had 11 vessel oft' Ule former, but
the Dalen lias now gone to Baltimore for repairs. I hope she will soon
be here to take her Illace agaiu at that point.

I have also received your letter of .J lUle :!5, enclosing copy of letter
from A. H. Grimshaw.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHA.M,

FUlg-Officl'r, Atlantic Bwckadillg SquadrQ1l,.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
See-retary of Navy.

P. S.-Since writing the above 1 have received a request from Major
General Butler that the Jlontieello be permitted to remain at Newport
News; 1 shall, therefore, send either the ..1Iount Vernon or Da,ylight up
to the Happahannock.

S. H. S.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringhll1U, U. So Na1'Y, commanding Atla,ntic
Wockading Squadron, 1"egarding propost:d transjir of Rodman canno/t
for the use of the Nary.

u. S. S. }!INNESOTA.,
Hampton Ro(/(18, JUlLe 27, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated
June :!5, ill which you ap}H'i:-;l' \lie that inlStructions will be issued, sub
ject t{) the approval of Major-Geneml Butler. to transfer to my charge
one of the large piece:-; of ordnance now at this point, kuow\l as the
Hodman cannon, amI that for the purpose of preparing the gun for active
operations afloat" you (I) will take all practit'able dispatch to cause to
be purchased a suitable vessel to sustain its weight, 49,099 pounds,
exclusive of carriage, etc., aIHI tit the vessel in lmch manuel' as your
(my) experience may dictate."

J lmsten to inform the Department that there ilS 110 vessel here tlJat
could be used with any advantage, and I doubt whether we shall be
able to procure one tllis side of New York.

If the Department will direct one to be purchased there and properly
fitted, or if they will permit me t{) go, 1 think I might select a suitable
one and have her immediately put in proper condition to receive the
gUll, and carry into effect as soon as practicable the wishes of the
Department.

1 have received the work, Hodman OIl Experiments with Cannon a.nd
Powder, mentioned in your letter .Jnlle :!5.

Hespecttillly, your obedient lServant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag-Officer, Atlantic Bwckading Squadron.
lion. GIDEON 'WELLES,

See-retary Navy.
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Order of the Secretary o.f the Kar.1f to Flag-Offiecr Stringham, C S. Na1'Y,
commanding Atlantic Bwckading Squll.dron, ,'egarding the U. S. ship
(J1tmbcrland.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 27,1861.
Sm: As soon as thp. Roanoke arrivps ill Hamptoll BoadR allll Flag

Oftieel' Pendergrast trallRfers h is flag to hel', yon wiII send the Cumber
land to Hostou to be docked, ete.

Jf the Cumbrrland call 1I0t be spared immediately, yOIl are aut.hor
ized to retain her until your slllladroll is 11l1'reasetl sufiicientl,Y to enable
you to t1isppnse with her serviN>s.

I am, re!~pectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON \VELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHA.M,
-Commanding Atlantic Bloekad'ing Squadron, 1/a'lllpton Roads.

Order of the Secretary of the Ka1'N to Flag- Officer Stringham, U. 8.
Kavy, commanding .Ii tluntil) Blockading Sq1tad1'on, ,'egarding prizes.

NAVY DEPART?oIENT, .1une 28,1861.
Sm: Y nu will pleaRe send a fair proportion of the prizeI' that may be

captured to Boston.
I am, respectfully, your ohellient servant.,

OIDEON WELLES.
Flag-Officer S. II. STRINGHA~I,

Comdg. Atlantic Blocka~ling 8qua.dron, Hampton Rowlll, nrginia.

Letter from the &crctary of the Xm',l! to Flnr,-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Kal'y, commnndill{/ Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding schooner
Ada, of Baltimore.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, .Jllne 28,1861.
Sm: The following iR copiell from a letter received at thiR Department.

Very n>spectflllly, etc.
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Otlker S. H. STRINGHAM,
Oommanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads

[Enc108Url\.]

BALTDIORE, June 26, 1861.
"""ben in WaRhington on TueRday morning, I had the pleasure of

having a converRation with you in regard to parties shipping goodR in
lower part of Maryland to be slJipped thence to Virginia. I promised to
I'all and see you again l>efore I left for Baltimore, but business pre·
vented me. I hasten to give you all the information I can. The name
of it (the veRRell is AlZa, of Baltimore, bOUllll for the Happahannock
Hiver. The cnptain'R name is Sutton. Schooner painted dark green,
with a red Rtripe around her bemlR. The gClltleman who shipped the
goods on t he above veRRcl left here on last Friday aftel'l1ooll i II the
steamer St. Nicholas for Leonardtown, Md., with a young girl in
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his charge, for the purpose of carrying letters and papers on her per
son, and from there or some other point in the neighborhood, to cross
the Potomac for the Virginia shore. The party's Dame is William
Rayne, doing a cigar and tobacco business in the city of Baltimore, and
having a brother in Westmoreland County, Va., doing business at
Baynesville, Va" 2 miles from the Potomac, opposite Port Tobacco, Md.

Letter from the Secretary of State to the Secretary of the NafJY, transmit·
ting copy of advertisements regarding steam communication betU"e~

Liverpool and Charleston, S. C.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, June 28,1861.
SIR: Herewith I have the honor to communicate to you for your

information a copy of two advertiRements which appeared in Gere's
General AdvertiRer, of Liverpool, 011 the Gth instant, relative to steam
eommunication between that placl> and the cities of New Orleans and
Charleston.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

lIon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enolo""ro.)

NttW Orl-84nll.-Steam communication hetr/lccn Liverpool and NtJtJJ Or/caRli.

The British and American Southern Steamship Company's first-class
iron screw steamers are intended to sail from Liverpool to New Orleans
as follows: Malacca, 7th August; Rangoon, 4th September. '}'o be
followed every alternate ·Wednesday by other first· class screw steamers
now building.

For further particulars apply to
F. SABEL,

Agent, 19 Water Street, Lil'erpool.

Charlcllto".-Sleam communication bct1/l~en Liverpool and Charlellon.

A first-clasR steamship will be dispatched from I~iverpool to Charles
ton on or about the 15th July next. A monthly service will be estab
lished.

Goods and passengers for New Orleans, Mobile, and Savannah can
be forwarded by this line, Charleston lJaving direct railway communi·
cation with all the Southern and Western cities.

For further particulars apply to
FRASER, TRENHOLM & CO.,

10 Rumford Place, or to
M. G. KLINGENDER & Co.,

Tower Buildings, 22 Water Street.

rEndorsement·.)

Send copies of advertisements to Flag-Officers Stringham and Mer
vine.

w.
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Letter fro-m the Secretary of the Navy to Flag·Officer Stringham, U.8.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding Oonfeder·
ate force nea·r Norfolk and the ine1JicitmClJ of tlte blockade of Wilming
1o-n, N. O.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 28,1861.
SIR: Fonowin~ you have copies of the contents of two letters

received at this Department this a. m.
Very respedfnlly,

GIDEON WELLES.
Commodore STRINGHAM, etc.

11·:ncl08urM.j

I have jnst heard from a reliable source that about fifteen days since
the rebel foree ill and near Norfolk, Va., amounted to about 10,000
men, and also that the steamer Yorktoll'lt had been strengthened
houses taken off', and lined inside above the water line with rallro;i
iron, find carried a battery of eight 32·poonder rifled guns, and is com·
mande<l by Lieutenant R. B. Pegram, late U. S. Navy. This may be
of service to the Navy Department.

PHELPS.

While Cllarleston and Savannah as well as Virginia ports are block
aded, our port (Wilmington, N. 0.) is overlooked. Vessels from Eng·
land arrive and bring us what is wanted, oor railroads distributing to
every point of the compass aid and comfort to the Oonfederate States.
Six British vessels have entered and cleared since the paper blockade
was declared. One is now loading for "~uglalJ(l, her cargo furnishing
funds to bring out munitiolls from England. More vessels are expected
with railroad iron.

J Aeon BREWSTER.

Report of Flag.OjJice-r Rtringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantio
Blo-ckading Squadron, giving disposition of 1'essels of Ilis command.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, June 29, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to retorn to the Department the present dis
position of the vessels composing the Atlantic Blockading Squadron
and their capacity for that service:

Name. Cia... Capacity. Poaltlnn.

------I-----I---------~I------------
KlDneeota .•••••••. Steamer .•... Good {or Atlantic hlockadlng..
Wah....b .........•.••... do........•...do ....•..••••••.•.••••••••.

~::d~i:~::::::::.~~~~:::::::::J~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::
J.erry ........•.••....... do do .

~~~i;.~d::::::: ~::w;;;~::::: :::J~ ::::::::::::: ::::::::::::
Union .••••••.•.... Steamer ..•.. rnflt,carriPHnocoal .
Daylight.......•........ do l'iteor ChCllDpcako .
Dawn do....•.......do •••.•.......•..•••.••.•..
:Montlce1lo..•••••...••..do do ••....••••••.•••••.•••...

i':,:.~r~~%.;,;::::::::::~~::::::: :::::~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::
Harriet Lane •...•......do.•.......... (10 .
yankee.••..•••••.•..... do l"ll for tugboat .

N W R-VOL 5--48

[Hampton Road•. )
(Ill' Charh",ton.
Off Savannab.
orr Charlp8ton.
Off F~rnandlna.
Oil' Charlo.wn.
Hampton Hood•• going Into dock.
Off Savanuah.
To go oft· Ral.pahannO<"k River.
Baltimo..... rep.Iring.
Jame. Hlver.
Capo "t'nry.
York River.
llepalrlng.

Do.
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Clua. Capacity.

GIDEON WELLES.

GIDEON WELLES.

Flag.Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
COllldg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampum Roads, VirgifliA.

!'IauDnah.....•••.. SaIllD& .••••. 1 NOlnlported.•••••••..•••••••..

r~;7:·:·:~~~~:~4r~~~~~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~U ~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Ihal"""' ..........•••..do ' do ••..••.......•.••....••••
YUUUIl America.•..• '" .do..••... 1 8Ili~; Dut avallablt, .•........

Respectfnlly, your ohedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAlI,

Flag.Oqicer, Atlantic BlockatUng SqruulrOft.

lIoll. GIDEON WELLES.

Letter from tke Secretary of tke Nary to Flag·Officer StriRgIuJ"., lJ. S.
Nary, commanding Atlantic Blockading Sq1uJilron, regarding t1e liMp
Alliance.

NAVT DEPARTMENT, JU7UJ29, 1861.

SIR: The following, from 11 letter received at this Department, is
given for your information.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Flag.Officer STRINGHA.M, etc.

[Encioo,"",.]

The ship Alliance, which was ordered away oft' OhArleston some time
since by the U. S. blockading squadron, has been lying in this harbor
(St. Johnll) two weeks. Yesterday (Snnday) the Palmetto flag was
flying at her mizzen all day. She now hails from Liverpool, England,
bnt was formerly owned, and perhaps is still in reality owned, in
Charleston, S. O. Her captain and mate both belong there. Sbe is
loaded with railroad iron, and is now waiting orders from Liverpool.
There Are suspicions that she has aJso arms beneath the iron rails.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag.()jfirer Stringham, U. S. Xaf1,
commanding A. tluntic Bl.ockading Squadron, regarding recharter of
steamer Monticello.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July [111, 1861.
SIR: Be pleased to send the steamer Monticello to New York for the

purpose of being delivered up at the expiration of her charter, on the
~d instant. The Department has proposed to her owners to recobarter
ller for three months, provided they will thoroughly repair her and pot
her ill condition for efficient sea service.

I am, respACtfully, your obedient servant,
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Report of Flag. Officer Stringhmn, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, of the rescue by the U. S. S. Quaker City of a
Bmall boat containing refugees.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 1,1861.

8m: I have the honor to inform the Department that yesterday, June
30, the U. S. 8. Quaker City, while cruising off Cape Henry, discovered
and picked up a small sailboat containing seven men. She brought
them and the boat to the flagship. They proved to be five Northern
men, residents of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, who have been resid
ing in North Carolina, engaged ill their various mechanical occupations
in the neighborhood of Washington, N. C.

Fearing ill treatment, and the alternative of being compelled to join
in the rebellion or suffering personal violence, they made the best
arrangements they could, and, through the aid of some Union men
with whom they were on good terms, they (after a week's navigation
by day and night, the last part of it from near Cape Hatteras, being
out at sea, and running great risk of being captured at the various
inlets, where they represent the North Caroliullo rebels to have a small
force of men with light batteries) have at lllost, to their great relief,
reached this point, asking and receiving that protection which is due
to loyal citizens.

The two remaining persons, one a native of Wilmington, Del., though
now resident of North Oarolina, where his sick wife now anxiously
awaits the i88ue of his effort to serve these men, reqnest permission to
returp. The young man who accompanies him seems a well.disposed
citizen of North Carolina. I shall take the liberty of permitting them
to start back with their sailboat, hoping they will not be discovered by
the secession forces, they so much fear.

It was through the kindness and aid of these men that the Northern
citizens were able to get oft'.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. S1'RINGHAM,

Flag·Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, 1I. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
BWckading Squadron, regarding the disposition of vessels of his com·
mand.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 1, 1861.

8m: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of two confidential
communications from the Department, dated June 28, also a notice of
the same date to Mr. Van R. Morgan, late lieutenant U. S. Navy,
apprising him that his name has been stricken from the rolls of the
Navy, which I shall forward to him by the first opportunity.

I would also inform the Department that I shall have one steamer
off York River, the Daylight, Commander Lockwood, and one off the
Rappahannock, the Mount Yernon,Oommandtlr Glisson, and the Pen
guin and Albatross I shall send over on the eastern shore of Virginia.
The Albatross arrived to·day.

I have just heard from Lieutenant Mygatt that the steamer St. Nicl,..
Qlas, mentioned in your confidential communication ot June 28, h~
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S. H. S'l'RINGHAM,
Fla(}-Offker, Atlantic Bloc1«lding Squadron.

WELLES,
StJCTetaryof Navy.

Hon. GIDEON

gone into the Uappahannock River. He has just come down in the
Reliance to give me this information.

I shall have a steamer off those points from this time on. The
Department will soo that I have not one steamer or vessel at Illy com
mand for the coast of Nortll Carolina.

It is very essential tlmt the .Monticello remain at the mouth of the
.lames River until the retUrIl of the Harriet Lane, as the forces at
Newport New8 are threatened by steamers from Richmond.

I have learned this day of the death of Captain William M. Arm
strong; therefore I reenclose the orders of the Department to him
dated 24th June, 1861.

Respectfully, your obedient servant.

S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Offi-eer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Bon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary of Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Str-ingham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockad-ing Squadron, of the capture of the schooner Sally Mears.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 1, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have cap
tured this day, and now hold subject to the direction of the Depart
ment, the schooner Sally Mears, of Yorktown, Va., of 157H tons
burden. -

The captain, George Richardson, and four men are on board this
ship.

Shall I use the vessel down here f She is ill ballast.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

GIDEON WELLES.

Letter from the Secret~-ry of the Nal'y to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding the sailing
from Liverpool of ship Bamberg.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 1,1861.
[SIR:] The following extract from a letter written by the surveyor of

the port of New York is sent for your information.
Very respectfully, etc.,

Flag.Officer S. H. S'l'RINGHAM, etc.
[Enclosure_ )

The ship Bamberg (or Bromberg), which sailed from Liverpool 80me
time since with a large quantity of arms and munitions of war for the
Southern States, has arrived at Havana, having been ordered off
from the Passes of the Mississippi by the blockading squadron.

It is said that she lIas on board upward of 60 tons of arm8, and
undoubtedly a further attempt will be made to laud them at some
Southern port.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Fla.g·Officer Stringham, U. S.
Nav.'1, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitting infor
mation from U. 8. consul at St. Petersburg regarding ship Noemie,
from Oha.rleston, 8. O.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 1,1861.
Sm: I herewith enclose for your in formation "copy of an extract

from a dispatch receiverl by the honorable Secretary of State, from
Caleb Oroswell, eRq., U. S. consul at St. Petersburg, respecting the ship
Noemie, of Oharleston, S. O.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

"Fla~·Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdg. Atlantic Blockarli1lf1 Squadron, Hampton Roads, Yirginia.

[I<:nolOllure.-Ext"""t.)

OONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIOA,
St. Petersbttrg, Jlfay 28, 1861.

Sm: • • • The ship Noemie, from Oharleston, Oaptain John
Johnson, which arrived at Oronstadt last week with a cargo of cotton,
1 am informed, displayed the fla~of the Confederate States at the main
while at Copenhagen and Elsinore.

The vessel came into Oronstadt under thA fIag of the Union, but on
learning what had occurred before her arrival here, I went to Osonstadt
and examined the ship's papers deposited with the agent of this consu
late, and found that she llad the usual United Stat.es register.

The vessel is owned by a mercan tile firm in Oharleston. The captain
is from Baltimore. Oaptain Johnson is a secessionist, and probably
took this conrse to Rhow it and make an excitement.

I have thought proper to mention these particulars on account of tha
rumors which Oaptain Johm\On's desire thus to exhibit his attachment
to a bad cause has produced, some of which may find their way t{) the
United States.

• • • • • • •
I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,

CALEn CROSWELL,
U. S. Consul.

Hon. WM. H. SEWARD,
Set-'retaryof State.

I./Ctt.er from the Secretary of the Namy to Flag·Offi-eer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, authorizing purchase
of a 1'es8tJl for the Rodman C(f.lIn01!.

NAVY Dl<~PARTMENT,

Washington, July 1, 1861.
SIR: Your dispatch (No. 36) of the 27th ultimo, in reference to the

proposed plan for mounting the lar~e piece of ordnance now at Old
Point on a suitable vessel, and the means of procuring such Ito vessel,
has been received.

The Bureau of Ordllallce ImR already placed you in communication
with parties who are disposed to furniHh what perhaps llIay prove to
be the proper killd of vessel fOl' the service designated; but to save
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time, aud in accordanee witil your suggestion, the Department will per
mit you to proceed to New York and make such prompt arrangement
as the case demands.

r am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON "TELLES.

Senior Flag-Officer SILAS H. STRINGHAM, U. S. Navy,
Oomdg. Atlantio Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding purchase ofvessel for Rodman caftnoA.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 2,1861.

Sm: r have the honor to acknowledge two conftdentialletters from
the Department, dated .Tune 29, containing copies of advertisements;
also letter dated June 28, with reference to boatswains. r think there
is one man on board this ship competent to fill this position. I shall
proceed to have him examined professionally and physically, as directed
and required by the Department.

I have just returned from examining a vessel captured here, but find
her unflt to carry the Rodman cannon. I also find the range of this
gun is not over 21 miles, and this its extreme range with the largest
charge of powder.

I must say that, from all the observatiou I can make, a rifle gnn of
8, 9, or 10 inch caliber would be more effective and much more easily
handled.

I think r have now at this point a vessel which could carry this lat
ter gun if she had a little additional strengthening'. She could be sent
to Washingt<m and prepared in a short time.

r enclose two letters from parties offering vessels to sell for this pur
pose. r should prefer the Department would make the purchase. I
think the price fixed is very high. The Department conld authorize It

person to examine them, however.
I repeat that r would prefer a rifle gUliI. The vessel I allude to above

is a prize.
Respectfully, yonr obedient servant,

S. H. Sl'RINGHAM,
Flag-01ficer, Atlantic Blockading Sqvadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, oommanding Atlantic
Blockading 8quadron, regarding the ration.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 3, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to state to the Department that I have been
consulting with some of the offieers in reference to the ration. They
generally consider it a good ration, but think if the whisky part could



ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 759

S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hou. GIDEON ·WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

be stricken out it would result ill benefit to the men, besides glvmg
room (now occupied with whisky casks) for more useful and valuable
articles.

Respectfully, your ohedient servant,

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Bwckading Squadron, regarding the U. S. S. Quaker City.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 3, 1861.

SIR: Captain Carr, of the U. S. S. Quaker City, has asked permission
to have 1 gUIlner'~ mate, 1 carpenter's mate, 1 quarter gunner, and 2
quartermasters rated aboard the Quaker City. Have I permission to
grant his request'

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag·OjJicer, Atlantic Bwckading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, tran.'lmitting letters
from the Secretary of the Treasury regarding transfer of A1nerican
vessels to Britillh ownership.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 3,1861.
Sm: r herewith transmit for your information a copy of a letter in

reply to one from this Department, addressed to me on the 27th ultimo
by the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, respecting the transfer of
American vessels to British ownership, and to the provisional registers
issued in such cases by British consuls.

r am, respectfully, your obedient !:!ervallt,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdg. Atlantic Bwckading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[Enclosure.]

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, June 27,1861.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 25th instant, and enclosure, respecting the transfer of American
vessels to British ownership, and to the provisional registers issued in
such cases by British consuls.

The act of the British Parliament, entitled the merchant shipping act,
of 1854, confers on the consuls of her Britunnic Majesty, in the case of
the sale of n foreign bottom to a person authorized by the act to become
the owner of British shipping, the power of issuing a provisional or
temporary register, and to engage a crew for a vessel so transferred.
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For convenience of reference, I accompany this communication with
a copy of the merchant shipping act, and would respectfully refer you
to sections 18 and 54, and to forms B, C, and D in the appendix, as
having a special bearing on the subject of your letter. I also transmit
herewithz as referring to the same subject, an extract from instructions
to British consuls under the merchant shipping act, prepared by the
board of trade, and approved by her Britannic ~[ajesty's secretary of
state for foreign affairs.

As the British laws relating to navigation now stand, a foreign-built \
vessel, manned and commanded by foreigners, if she is owned by qual-
ified persons, is entitled to carr;y the British flag and claim British
privileges and protection. The sole requisite so to entitle her is British
ownership.

No regulation, it is believed~ can be prescribed, defining in advauce
the duties of naval officers in reg-ard to their treatment of vessels sail
ing under provisioual registers issued by British consuls. It must be
left mainly to their good sense and sound discretion to determine the
course to be pursued according to the circumstances of each case as it
occurs. If they have satisfactory reason to believe that the sales are
in contravention of the British laws as well as those of the United
States, merely collusive, and the provisional re~.-jsters,therefore, unlaw
fully issued, the vessels should be sent into port for legal proceedings.

The information contained in the accompanying documents would
enable officers of the Navy to nct understandingly in such cases. They
should know under what circulllstances and with what formalities such
sales can lawfully be mad(\, and what papers the consul is authorized
to issue. Departure from the legal requirements in any material res
pect would justly occasion suspicion of bad faith, and the vessel should
be treated accordingly.

It is with this view of the matter that the cnclosed documents are
respectfully colllIDunicated, ill reply to your letter.

I am, very respectfully,
S. P. CHASE,

Secretary of the TrelUlury.
Hon. GIDEON 'WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[SubeocIOlloro.]

Extract from Ow in.truction. to Britiak c01l8/11. undel' Ow fI&llrckant skip/ling act of 18U,
IJr1pared by the board of trade a/ld approved by Iter Jlajeatg'••ecretarg of Blate for
foreign affair••

PurchlUles, mortgages, and sa.[l'8 at foreign ports.
22. Persons qualified to own British ships may purchase foreign

ships at a forc;gn port. In such cases the ship can not be completely
registered until she arrives at some port ill the British dominions where
there is a British registrar; but in order to prevent the inconveItiences
and dangers which would arise froill the ship's making her homeward
voyage without papers showing the national character, the consul is
enabled to grant a provisional certificate, to remain ill force until the
expiration of six months, or until the arrival of the ship at some port
having a British registrar, whj"!:ever first happens. In granting this
certificate he will attend to the following particulars:

He will require from the purchaser, or from the agent of the pur
chaser, a declaration containing a statement of the qualification of the
purchaser, similar to those contained ir: forms B or (J (as the case may
be) in the schedule to the act, and containing also such of the other
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particulars contained in those forms 88 can be obtained without requir
ing 80 Dew surveyor measurement; and this declaration should, so far
as possible, be in the same form, and be made with the same formalities
and precautions 808 declarations given for the purpose of the final
registry of the ship, except that it must be marked" Provisional."

He will then prepare a certificate of registry, adhering as nearly as
possible to the Form D in the schedule of the act, except that at the
top must be written in large and conspicuous characters the word
"Provisional," and that at the foot or in some conspicuous place must be
added the words "This provisional certificate of registry continueR in
force only until the -- day of --- (insert the day of the expira
tion of six mouths from the date), or until she completes bel' voyage
from --- (insert the port at which the certificate is given) to some
port at which there is a British registrar, whichever first happens."
The provisional certificate mnst be signed by the consul instead of by
the registrarzand must be sealed with his official seal. No official
nnmber is to be inserted. A form of provisional certificate of registry,
filled up according to the circumstances of the case as assumed, is
given in the appendix. (Form C 2.)

He will keep a duplicate of the certificate and send it with the
declaration to the commi8sioD~rs of customs in London on the first
convenient opportunity, and in so doing he will endorse on the certifi
cate a statement of the British port to which the ship is bound.

He will warn the master and the purchaser, or his agent, that the
provisional certificate is only in force until the ship reaches the firMt
British port at which there is a registrar, or at the expiration of six
months, whichever firat happens, and that she mut~t then be surveyed,
measured, and completely registered.

Order of the Se()retnry of the Navy to Flag- Officer 8tringham, U. S. Navy,
rommanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding tmnsportation
of Miss Segar.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 3,1861.

SIR: Mr. Joseph Segar has a daughter ill the city of Norfolk whom
be is desirous of having brought down to Old Point Comfort to join the
rest of his family.

You will please send a small vessel or boat up to Norfolk with a flag
of truce for the purpose of bringin~away Miss Segar.

I am, respectfully, your obedieut servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. S'l'RINGHAM,
C01udg. Atlantic Blockadi1lg Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Letter fr01ll the Seeretaryof the Navy to FUlg-Officer Stringham, U. S.
NtwYt commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding reported
breacfl, of blockade.

NAVY DEPARTMEN'l', July 3,1861.

SIR: The following is given for your information.
Very respectfully, etc.,

GIDEON WELLES.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGlLUI,

Commanding, etc.
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[ BDc1o.IUNl.]

A pungy boat aud schooner load with goods in Baltimore, clear for
Deal's bland or Huow Hill, stop at Tan~ier beach iuside the harbor,
and wait for a ,mitable night, theu rUII across the bay and euter the
mouth of York Uiver and di8('bar~eill Mobjack Bay, and at other tiDIes
land in East Hiver. The captaill iK 1I0t known, but he has tried to rah~e

volunteers in Tau~ier. The pilot is known by the name of William
Pruitt. Captain John Gibbous gives thit:l information, and is ready to
act.

I have heard to-day that the steamboat St. Niclwlas affairwas a trap
Ret to catch the Pall'nee. There may be other enterprises of the same
character on foot, and it would be well to be on the lookout for them.

SAML. RINKS.

Order of the Secretary of t11~ Nary to Flag-OfJit!CY Stringham, Co S. Xary,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, rl'garding di~posjtioll of
captured sc1woner Sally "llears.

~AVY DEPARTMENT, July .'J,1861.
Sm: I have received your No. 43 reporting' the capture of the

schooner &Illy .llears
i

of Yorktown, [Va.], and asking what shall be
done with her, as we I as t1le captain and crew. You ma:r use the
schooner for such purposes as she may be fit.

The captain and crew may be released and put ashore somewhere.
Persons found on board veRsels tbat are lIot privateers, and who are

not eIlga~ed in the military services of the insurrectionary States, may
be released, unless there is some good reason for retaining them.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Oftkel' S. H. S'£RINGHAM,
Comdg. Atlantic Bwckading Squadron, Hampton RolUj.8, l'irginia.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, F. S. NafJ'!/, commanding A.tlallt«:
Blockading Squadron, of the capt11re of a, pungy.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 3,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the steamer
Yankee has just arrived here. I am sorry to find by reference to Mr.
Werden's orders that he must proceed direct to Washington.

She would be of very great service here, as I have no small steamer
at my command.

There is a small steamer which comes down almost daily from Nor·
folk, keeping out of range, whil~h the Yankee could prevent and per
haps succeed in capturing, besidet:l being of other great service as a
towing vessel, for which we have Ut:16. 1 regret much that she can not
stay now.

Yesterday there was 86nt to this place by the Daylight one of the bay
pungies, about 30 tons burden, which I have sent this morning in tow of
a steamer going direct to Washington, to be destroyed or used there.
She is one of those used ill carrying' stores and communications from
point to l)oint 011 the Chesapeake.
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J have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 1, con·
taining instructions respecting Rhip ~Voetnie, of Charleston, S. C.; also
the extract therein contained from Mr. Croswell, consul at St. Peters
burg; also yonI' letter of July 3, marked confidential, containing notice
of a pungy boat and sc1l00ner which visit the Virginia shore, and
notice in same from Samuel Rinks, referring to steamer ~'o;t. Nicholas;
also of same date with instructions relating to dispol'ition of schooner
Sally jKears and her crew; also one of same date, with instructions to
send a flag of truce to Norfolk, to bring away Miss Segar, daughter of
Mr. Joseph Segar.

Hespectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the "Xavy.

Report of Commander Locklr.ood, U. 8. Nat'y, comma.ndil~ U. S. 8. Day
light, regarding prize schoonC/o .John Hamilton.

U. S. PROPELLER DAYLIGHT,
O.tr York Ril'er, Virginia, .July 3, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor of Rending under charge of Acting Master's
Mate William V. Smith, the prize schooner .John Hamilton, with the
accompanying papers tound on board, and her lTJaster, Jacob Sparrow, the
owner, who pleaded hard to be let otJ'. She is in ballast, of little value,
but not feeling at liberty to exercise any discretion abont releasing her,
I have ordered Mr. Smith to take her to Hampton Roads and report
her arrival to you for your disposal.

Should you accede to the wishes of the master of the schooner and
release her, he would require assistance to enable him to return here,
and the officer and his two men could return in her.

The above iR the only vessel that has attempted to pass out or in
since I have been here. I opened the Jetter addressed to John Let.cher,
governor of Virginia.

I aID, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAML. LOCKWOOD,

Commander.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Commanding U. S. Nat'al Forces, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Commander GI'een, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. ship James
t01cn, of the cruise of that 'l)C8sel to Savannah, Ga..

U. S. SLOOP OF WAR JAMESTOWN,
o.tr Charleston, July 3, 1861.

Sm: In compliance with yonI' instmctions of the 18th June ultimo,
directing me to proceed off Savannah, Ga., with this ship to assist ill
blockading that port, and to touch off Charleston on my way down to
commlmicate with Captain Mercer, of the Wabash, I have respectfully
t<l state that I left IIampt<ln Roads on the 19th June. Light airs, head
winds, and squally weat.her retarded our passage so that we were unable
to reach Charleston until to-day, :Jd .July. I have had an iuterview
with Oaptain Mercel' and shall immediately proceed to Savannah, hav
ing a fair wind. ll'egret that 1can not Ilpeak favorably of the qualities
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Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

of the ship so far as they have been tried. She is certain in "missing
stays" if there is any head sea. Always gets a stern board and is very
slow in paying off. She is also very much wanting in stability. On
the 28th June I spoke the Union, Commander J. R. Goldsborongh,
bound to Charleston; received our mail bag, and transferred to him
the bagR for the Wabash and Union. Entire harmony prevail~on board
from the zealous and efficient first lieutenant, Mr. N. B. Harrison,
down through all the grades, and a strong desire is manifested to put
the ship on a footing second to none of her class. Great attention has
been paid to the exercise of the battery, especially in teaching the
details of using shells. .

On the 26th instant we fired at a target sent from the ship. The dis
tance was from 1,200 to 1,900 yards, and the result was very satisfac
tory. The master is very attentive to his duties, but is young and has
not yet passcd his examination. I should be pleased to have a coast
pilot and two master's mates. One is required for the gun deck and
spirit room, leaving but two midshipmen to keep watch, !l,nd, in case of
scnding any away in a prize, we would be short. The crew are the most
ignorant set of men I have ever seen OIl board ship, but will, after being
drilled, be superior to the old class of men-o'- war's men. The health of
the ship bas been generally good; we have lost, however, one man
from diarrhea, wbo has been unwell for some months past. I am in
want of a large general chart of the coast; the one furnished is roo
small to be nm by with any satisfaction.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, etc.,
CHA.RLES GREEN,

Commander.
Flag-Officer SILAS II. STRINGHAM,

Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.•

Request of Captain Chattncey, U. S. Navy, comma.nding U. S. S. Stcsque.
hanna, that a rifted cannon be furnished for that vessel.

U. S. S. SUSQUEHANN~
Navy Yard, Boston, July 3,1861.

SIR: I have to request, that whenever the exigencies of the service
may permit, a riflf'..d cannon, with its equipments, etc., may be sent to
this ship by one of the supply vessels, as it may be of most essential
service in blockade duty, and would greatly add to the efficiency of the
ship.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. S. CHAUNOEY,

Captain.

Report of Flag· Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, rommanding Atla,ltic
Bwckading Squadron, regarding disposition of Flag - Officer Pender·
grast's sqfw-dron.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roai/s, July 4, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department of the arrival of the
Roanoke at this point on the 3d instant.
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S. H. STRINGIIAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

By authority of your letter of June 5, I shall continue Flag--Officer
Pendergrast and the vessels of Ilis squadron, to aid and assist in the
blockade, and send him upon the coasts of South Carolina and Ueorgia,
if it meets with the approval of the Department.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. Sl'R[NGIIAuI,

.it/antic Blockading SqulUlnm.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

Report of Flag - Officer Stringham, U. S. 1'/al'Y, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, acknowledging Department's communications.

U. S. S. MINNHS01'A,
Hampton Roads, July 4, 1861.

SIR: 1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your confidential
[letter] of' July 1, with extract relating- to the ship Bamberg (or Brom
berg). Also your letter of July 3, enclosing a letter from non. S. P.
Chase, Secretary of the Treasury, respecting the transfer of American
vessels to British ownership and to the proviBional regiBters issued in
such eases by British consuls.

l{espectfnlly, your obedient 8Crvallt,

Report of Commander Ohandler, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. flaum,
regarding repairs to vessel.

U. S. S. DAWN,
Baltimore, Md., July 4, 1861.-9 a. nt.

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that I received, about 3 p. m.
yesterday, your telegram of that date, directing me to "hurry the
repairs on the Dawn and proceed down the bay with all diBpatch."

The workmen on the boiler having finished about 10:30 a. m., we
immediately commenced cleaning out and filling the boiler for a cold
water pressure, hoisting in our coal at the same time, which we finished
about 1 :30 a. m. this morning, after getting ill about 73 tonR. 'Ve had
completed our watering yesterday morning and taken ill all our stores
except those required in the gUllner's department, which have not yet
been received. We found the boiler and fiues to stand a pressure of
45 pounds, about as much as we could g-et on, our crew lJeing much
worn out with hoisting in and shoveling coal. I now have steam up,
and will proceed down the bay at once in obedience to your orders.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient,
WILLIAM OHANDLER,

Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

N. B.-I have engaged First Assistant Engineer Wyatt, but not
discharged Master's Mate Woodstock, not being able to settle his
account.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, of the hoisting of his flag on the U. S. S. Roanoke.

U. S. FLAGSHIP CUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Jlonroe, 1'0,., .July 4, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Depa.rtment that I have this day
been ordered by J<'lag-Officer Stringham to hoist my flag on board the
U. S. steam frigate Roanoke. I would be glad to have the authority of
the Department to transfer Illy flag-lieutenant, Mr. TOdd; my secretary,
Mr. Scherr; my clerk, Mr. Curtis, and the coxswain and boat's crew of"
the barge to the Roanoke. I would also request that the Department
authorize the paymaster of the Roanoke to pay Captain Kintzing, of
the marines, and my secretary, Mr. Hcherr, two months' advance, the
usual allowance to officers of ships fitting out.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
G.•J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commandinfj West India Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, lJ. C.

GIDEON ·WELLES.

Letter from the Seeretnry of the Na1'Y to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8.
Navy, comma.nding Atlantic Ulockading Squadron, regarding tke unpro
tected condition of Wilmington, N. O.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, .Tuly 4,1861.
SIR: The enclosed copy of a letter received from the Department is

forwarded, that yon may be advised of movements on the coast of
North Carolina.

Very respectfully,

Flag-Officer S. II. STRINGHAM, etc.

PETER 'VILBON.

[Elldo.ure.)
NEW YORK, June 29,1861.

DEAR SIR: As a good Unioll man and a friend to the Administra
tion, I take the liberty of informing your Excellency about the port of
Wilmington, N. 0., where vessels are continually coming ill, changing
their nationality, and taking cargoes for England at high rates to
the great prejudice of the port of New York. Up to the 12th June
·none of the blockading squadron had been oft' Oape Fear River to
notify the fort (Caswell) of the blockade, and Rome eight or ten ves
sels have left and sailed with full cargoes, and I have reason to believe
vessels have cleared from here, and are about clearing for Wt>,st India
ports, and no doubt will fetch up there. • • • I have just learned
that a Carolinian has been to St. John's and chartered a brig to go to
Wilmington, N. C., for a load of naval stores.

HOll. GIDJilON WELLES, etc.

Order of the Secreta1'y of the N/l.vy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.Na"Y,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, to dispatch 1le88els ·in seare!
of a Oonfederate pril'nteer.

NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., July 4, 1861.

SIR: Yon will displ~tch the Roanoke without delay to the coast of
North Carolina.
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A rebel privateer has made several captures off Oape Hatteras.
If necessary, send the Cumberland also down the coast until more

sbip~ reach your command.
I am, respe<·tfully, etc.,

GIDEON WELLES.
Jo'lag·Officer SILAS II. STRINGHAM,

Uommal11ling A tlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report oj Flag-OffiCe1' Stringham, U. S. Navy commanding Atlant·ic
Blockading Squadron, re!!arding dispatch oj q'essels.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 5, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July
4, in reference to the sailing of the RoatlOke, alflo of the Cumb('f'land. I
have ordered the Roanoke to procepd without delay.

UespectfulIy, your o!ledient servaut,
S. H. STRINGH.A.l\l,

Pla!!- Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Iloll. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary oj Na.1'Y.

Report oj Commande,' Lh,ingston, U. S. Navy, commanding fT. S. S. Pen
guin, oj the crui.~c of that vessel to l"ork River, and gi'l'ing itiformation
regarding steamer Wilson G. Small,jrom Ra1Umore.

U. S. S. PENGUIN,
Hampton Roadll, July 5, 1861.

SIR: In pursuance of your order of the 29tl1 ultimo, I proceeded off
the mouth of York Hiver. I saw no vessels pass in 01' out of that river
during my stay there.

On the 1st instant your order of same date, through Lientenant Com
manding Mygatt, was received to blockade tlJe mouth of the Uappahan
nock Uiver. Got underway in company with steamer Rei-iance for the
above river, and arrived same evening; saw no vessels there. On the
2d, Lieutenant COIllmanding Mygatt made a communication to me,
which I herewith enclose, to the efi(~ct that the engineer bad reported
to him that it was necessary for the Reliance to retul'll to repair l that
it was unsafe to detain her, and having no orders in re~ard to thiS ves
sel, I did not order a survey, but suggested the same. He then left his
station, to report himself to his commanding officer in the Potomac.

On the 2d instant, the 111011ltt Yernon arrived, Commander Glisson
informing me that be came to relieve me, and brought a pilot for me,
but no orders from tbe commander in chief; but from a conversation
with the pilot, I inferred that you wished me to cruise somewhat at
my discretion in the Chpsapeake. I therefore, at daylight on the 3d
instant, weighed and steamed acrOSH the bay to Pocomoke Sound, board
ing vessels on the way, as per list enclosed. On entering the !lay, saw
an American flag flying on 'rangier Island in a village of that name;
ran into the bar!lor and hoisted a jack, to induce them to come off,
which they Boon did. 'l'he three men who came oft' seemed strong
Union, and represented to me tlJat tlJere was but. one man 011 the island
who was a secessionist; that helIleant to boist a secession tlag to-mor
row, and that a force would be over from Accomac on the 4th to tak&
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down the American flag; that they were determined it should not come
down, and requested me to remain on the 4th, which I determined to do•

•July 4, dressed the ship in honor of the day. I was informed at
Tangier that thc steamboat Wilson G. Small, from Baltimore, had
some days before becn down with a load of goods and landed at Pun
goteague; t11at she made her appearance again on the 3d instant, but
seeing us in the harbor, made ofl". This boat I hear is allowed to trade
onlyas farasGreatAnnemessex niver. In the evening weighed and stood
over to the mouth of Great Allnemessex River; Rpoke several vessels,
saw nothing suspiciouR, anchored for the night. At daylight on the
5th, weighed and stood down the bay, and when off the mouth of the
Rappahannock, communicated with the Mount Vernon. Captain Glis
son llad no news. At 10 a. m. saw steamer Dawn steering down the
hay. At 11 a. m. spoke U. S. S. AlimfroRR, bound to Rappahannock
River.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
J. W. LIVINGSTON,

Commanding U. S. S. Penguin.
Flag-Ofticer SILAS n. S'l'RINGHAM,

Gomdg. Atlantic Tllocka4ing Squadron, Hampton Roath, Virginia.

Report of Commander Gillis, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Monti
cello, of a.ssistance rendered a shore force under Colo71~l PMlps, U. S.
Army.

u. S. S. MONTICELLO,
Off Neu:port Nelf'S, July 5, 1861.

SIR: In compliance with the request of Colonel Phelps, we took a
position near noon to-day about 5 miles above the post, for the purpose
of shelling the enemy in advance of 1\ battalion which moved up the
left hank of the river, and after our firing they entered the woods.
This evening they retnrned to camp, reporting we had dispersed with
our shell a body of cavalry which they could not afterwards overtake.

Colonel Phelps sent off his thanks for the promptness of our move·
ment and the precision with which the shell were thrown.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN P. GILLIS,

Commander, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM, U. S. NavYt
Commanding Atlantic BUJckading Squadron.

Request of Captain Jlfarston, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. ship Cum
berland, to p(ortic-ipate in the retaking of Norfolk.

U. S. S. CUMBERLAND,
Hampton Roath, July 5, 1861.

SIR: IIaving received orders from Flag-Officer Stringha.m to proceed
to the South, aJld from thence to Boston, I would respectfully request
that, as soon a.s this ship shall have completed her repairs, she be
allowed to return to her present station, for the Oumberland has been
so long and constantly employed here and has become 80 identified
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with the waters of Virginia, that it seems but just she should partici
pate in the honor of retaking Norfolk.

I have tile honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN MARSTON, Captain.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Nary, commanding Atlantic Blockading Sq'uadron, regarding officers
and crezc of chartered steamer Quaker City.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 5,1861.
SIR: The rates asked for by Commander Carr, in your letter of the

3d instant, a.re allowed.
It will be remembered that the Quaker City was chartered by certain

parties in New York and sent to the Chesapeake, and at the expiration
of the charter the Government continued it for three months, reserving
to itself the right to place on board a naval officer to command, and
afterwards a midshipman was added. The accounts were directed to
be kept on board the North Carolina, at New York.

The owners of the Quaker City supplied the officers and crew and ran
the vessel, and continue to do so, unless they violate the charter.

This Department ean not make any acting appointments on board.
Lieutenant Mitchell llIay be ordered to the Santee, so as to permit

that vessel to proceed to sea without delay. A first lieutenant will be
sent to her by the earliest opportunity.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

l~lag-Ofticer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Cmndg. Atlantic Blockad'ing Squadron, Hampton Roads, Yirginia.

Order of Flag-Officer Pendergra.st, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, to Captain .J.Vicholson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Roan
oke, to prepare thatressel for sea.

U. S. FLAGSHIP OUMBERLAND,
Off Fortress Monroe, July 5,1861.

SIR: I will transfer my flag this afternoon.
You will prepare your ship for sea with all possible dispatch. I will

go to sea to-morrow morning.
You will avail yourself of any coal schooner present to fill up with co~l.

Very respectfully,
G. J. PENDERGRMI'l',

Flag-O:Ulcer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Captain WH. U. NIOHOLSON,

C01nmanding U. S. Steam Frigate Roanoke.

Report of Captain Chandler, U. S. Xa~'y, commanding U. 8. S. Dawn,
regarding the condition of tllat vessel on arriml in Hampton Roads.

U. S. S. DAWN,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, July 5, 1861.

SIR: On my arrival here I have the honor to submit herewith a copy
of my letter of yesterday's date to the hOlloraule the Secretary of the

N W R-VOL 5--49
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Navy' and to report the Dawn again ready for service, in as effective
a condition perhaps as the patching of an old boiler and very old flues
could make her. But there seemed to be, soon after we left Baltimore
yesterday morning (for we can not yet get at the place in consequence
of the coal lying up against the boiler, and the coal bunker being full),
a leakin the lower part of the boiler itself on the starboard side, about
G feet from the after end.

There are no passageways, as there should be, constructed between
the coal bunkers and boilers on either side; and, not knowing whether
the steamer would be eventually purchased by the Government, I did
not feel justified in incurring the expense of their construction, at least
(if not so purchased, and without benefit to the Government), before
the boiler and flues (as repaired) had been tested, while the repairs and
my departure were so hurried that the coal had to be received on board
as soon as the workmen had finished and before the boiler and flues
could be tested with steam.

In the cold-water pressure of 45 pounds night before last, however,
there was no perceptible leak anywhere except in the manholes, one in
each end of boiler, and a hand-hole in the front end, which was subse
quently repaired as soon as we could let the water out of the boilers,
and previously to filling it and firing up agaiu, about 6 a. m., to come
down here.

When the coal has been more used or removed from the starboard
bunker, we shall then be enabled to ascertain more about this leak, the
exact location of which is now a matter of surmise; but the fact itself
is establislled by the quantity of hot water in the bilge and the diffi
culty of keeping np the requisite qnantity of water in the boilers,
without leaving the feed pipe all the time open.

We have been under a running pressure of not exceeding 25 pounds
of steam, all the way down; and only on two occasions, while stopping
for a short time, did it rise to from 28 to 30 pounds.

Last night, being reluctant to run past Smith's Point Shoals without
the guide of the light and light-boat at that point, we came to anchor
in the bay, about 5 or 6 miles to the southward aud eastward of it, and
waited for early daylight to proceed hither.

Accompanying this is a duplicate requisition from the engineer's and
gunner's departments for articles needed therein and a list of the pro
visions on board.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient,
WILLIAM CHANDLER,

Commander, U. S. NafJy.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag. Ojficef' 8tringhaflt, U. 8. N aflY,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding a Rodman gun.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 6,1861.
SIR: Your No. «- has been received.
You will send the schooner to Washington when convenient. The

Department's order respecting the Rodman gun is countermanded.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GIDEON WELLES.
Flag·Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Sqwulron, Hampton Roads, Virdini4.
• See p. 758.
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Report of Commander Case, U. S. Navy (fleet captain), of disrespect
shown to a flag of truce by Confederates.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 6, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order I
hoisted a flag of truce on board the steam tug A.driatic at 1 o'clock
p. m. and proceeded toward Norfolk to communicate with General
Huger, as directed.

When about a mile below the Craney Island beacon, and after hav
ing passed the batteries on Sewell's and Bush's points, a shot was fired
at the tug from Craney Island; it passed diagonally across the bow
and struck within 20 feet, Had not the engine been stopped at the
flash and the boat's head turned 11. little to starboard, the shot must, I
think, have struck her.

I immediately ordered the tug anchored and left in the barge, with
Midshipman McCook, to communicate with the boat which I supposed
would meet me from Craney Island, as it did when I was up with a
flag of truce in May last, but I had not got more than three or four
boat's lengths from the tug when a second Mhot was fired at the barge,
which passed directly over and struck about 30 yards from her.

My first impulse was to return immediately and report the circum
stances to you, but my second led me to remain and ascertain if possi
ble if the flag of truce had been fired on by order of General Huger
or the commanding officer at Craney Island.

Two officers came oft'in a boat from Craney Island, of whom I asked
the name of the commanding officer at the island and if General
Huger was still at Norfolk.

The senior of the two (I did not learn their names) replied, "Colonel
Richardson commands at Craney Island," but he did not know anything
of Generallluger.

I then stated that I was the bearer of a flag of truce to General
Huger, but before I could transact any business in relation to it I must
first ascertain from them if General Huger or the commanding
officer had ordered the fiag of truce to be fired on. If so, I had no
further communication to make, but should return and report the facts
to you.

'l'he senior officer then stated that no such order had beeu given;
the shot striking so near was accidental; he knew the flag of truce was
coming up; had reported it to the commanding officer, when the order
was given to fire a shot to stop her.

To this I replied: "A blank cartridge wonld have been all that was
necessary and what was customary to stop a flag of truce." To this
he said something about not knowing what was customary.

I then gave him your letter to Geueral Huger, saying I would wait
for an answer, at the same time asking him to give my compliments to
tbe commanding officer, and say his men fired well; it was good target
practice.

He replied: "The circumstances shall be reported to the command
ing officer." .

I also stated to him the difference in the reception of officers coming
with flags of truce to us.

The officers left me at about 2: 45 p. m. I remained until 6: 45 p. m.,
and then left on my return without an answer from General Huger.
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Two or three steamers communicated with Craney Island and Norfolk
while we were at anchor.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. LUDLOW GA.SE,

Commander, U. S. Navy, afld Fleet Captaill.
Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Comdg. Atlanttc Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Yirgillia.

Report of Captain Chauncey, U. /3. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Susque
hanna, regarding the temporary disabling of that vessel.

U. S. S. SUSQUEHA.NNA,
At Anchor off Lynn Haven Bay, July 6, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to instructions from
the honorable Secretary of the Navy of 12th June to communicate on
my way down the coast with the vessels of the blockading squadron.
and being obliged to lie by for six hours in accordance with a request
from the chief engineer of this ship to effect some necessary repairs to
the engines, and while on my way up to the anchorage for the above
purpose the starboard water-wheel shaft suddenly broke, thus disabliJlg
the ship for active and efficient service. I enclose a report of the occur
rence to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, and shall await further
orders.

I am informed by the chief engineer of this ship that she will be in
readiuess by 8 a.m. to-morrow to proceed to New York with one wheel,
if dcemed expedient, and I beg leave to suggest the propriety of pro
ceeding to that port without delay, as the necessary repairs can be
effected with more dispatch at that place than elsewhere.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. S. CHA.UNCEY,

Captain.
Flag-Officer S. R. STRINGHAM,

Commanding Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roaiis.

[EnclOllurc.j

u. S. S. SUSQUEHA.NNA,
.at Anchor off Lynn Haven Bay, J~tly G, 1861.

SIR: After closing my dispatch of this morning, and while proceed
ing up to the anchorage to communicate with the flag-officer and with
the intention of proceeding to sea this evening, in accordance with your
orders, after the necessary repairs to the engine, the starboard water
wheel shaft of the engine broke without any previous warning, thus
entirely disabling the ship for active service. The result of a critical
examination of the fracture shows an imperfection in the forging of
the shaft and a bad flaw. The shaft has been running for eleven years,
or since the constrnction of the shill, and has been, to all external
appearance, sound.

Although this accident is a severe disappointment to me, yet I con
sider it providential that it has occurred at this particular time and
place. Had it taken place in a gale of wind or rough weather, it might
have been attended with more serious results to machinery, etc.

I have reported the facts to Flag-Officer Stringham, my senior officer,
and shall await further orders. I am informed by the chief enlti-neer
that tlle ship will be in readiness by 8 a. m. to-morrow to proceed to
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New York with one wheel, if deemed expedient by the honorable Sec
retary of the Navy. I shall suggest to Flag-Officer Stringham the pro
priety of proceeding to that port without delay, as I am of opinion the
necessary repairs can be effected with more dispatch at that place t.han
elsewhere.

A drawing of the engines of the Susquehanna is in the Department
at Washington, showing dimensions, etc., and might be sent to the
foundry to which the order for the work will be given.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. S. CHAUNCEY, Oaptain.

Hon.GIDEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

I enclosc a eopy of the report of the chief engineer and also the
report of a board of survey upon the wheel.

JNO. S. CHAUNCEY.
[Robenclo8ure.]

U. S. S. SUSQUEHANNA,
Hampton RoadB, July 6, 1861.

SIR: In consequence of the overheating and cutting of the inboard
slide to starboard engine, also upper gib to same Jexigencies of' the
service permitting), I would respectfully request a. elay of about six
llOurs for the purpose of readjmltin~their mbbing surfaces.

Yours, etc.,
GEO. SEWELL.

Captain JOHN S. CHAUNCEY,
U. S. S. Susquehanna.

Order of the Secretary 0/ the NClVY to Commander Palmer, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. S. Iroquois, to proceed to duty in the Atlantic Block
ading Squadron.

~AVY DEPARTMEN'.r, July 6,1861.
SIR: The U. S. steam sloop Iroquois, under your command, is to

form a part of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron. As soon, therefore,
as she is prepared for sea, you will proceed with her to Hampton Roads
and report to Flag·Officer S. H. Stringham for duty.

Transmit to the Department before sailing a muster roll of the crew
and a separate list of the officers of the Iroquois.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Commander J AS. S. PALMER,
Oommanding U. S. S. IroqlUJis, New York.

,
Order of the Secretary of the Nal'y to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Na'/lY'
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding U. S. S. Yankee.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, .July 8, 1861.
SIR: I have received your dispatches Nos. 49, 50, 51, and 52.
Increasing difficulties in the Potomac render it necessary to detain

the r ankee here for a. short time. So soon as she can be spared she
will be sent to Hampton Roads.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

J1'Ia.g·Officer S. II. STRINGHAM,
Oomdg. A.tlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads~ Virginia.
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Report of Flag·Officer Bfri7lgllam, U. B. KaflY, command-iAg AtlaJ&tic
BlockadtAg Sqvadron, regardiJtg dUpositioA of ~BeU of liB commallll
and diwespect 'lown to a flag of trvce.

u. s. S. MINNBSOTA,
HamptOA Roath, July 8, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Jnly
5, with reference to rates asked for by Vommander Carr, and the affairs
of the Quaker Oity.

Also your letter of July apprising me of the dismissal of Assistant
Enginet'r !A-vy.

I have ordered Lieutenant Mitchell to the Bantu, and have ordered
the lliJlIntee to prOt'eed to her destination; also the Roanoke, Flag.Officer
Pendergrast, to proceed oft' the coast of North Carolina, and the Cu.
berland to go to Boston to be clocked, making just a short cruise down
oft' Hatteras.

I have al80 ordered the ]Jaylight off Cape Fear and the AlbatToa
oft' Cape IIattera.'l, to assist in blockading the :N orth Carolina coast.

In compliance with your instructions contained in your letter of
instructions of .July 3, with reference to Miss Segar, I wrote to Brig·
adier·General Benjamin lInger, on the 5th July, enclosing him a. oopy
of your letter in regard to Miss S. This [ had an opportunity of send·
ing dire<'t to him throngh the English vice-consul, Mr. Myer Myers,
who on that day came to this ship under protection of the English flag,

On the 6th I ordered Commander A. Ludlow Case to proceed with a
flag of truce on this particular business.

By the kindness of Major·General Butler I was provided with a
small steamer, and Oommander Case proceeded on his mission at
1 p. m.

I make short extracts from Commander Case's report to me:
After having p&lllled the batteries on Sewell'8 Point and Bn8h's Point, a shot was

fired at tho tug from Craney Island. I t passed diagona.llya.or088 the bow and struck
within 20 feet. HBd lIot the engine been "topped at the flash, and the boat's head
tunled a little to Iltarboarrl the 8hot must, I think, have atrnck ht\r.

Commander Case then took to his barge and was proceeding in that
toward Craney Island, the usual place where flags have usually com·
municated, but "had not got more than three or fonr boat's lengths
from the tng when a second shot was fired at the barge, which passed
directly over, and struck about 30 yards from her."

Two officers came oft' in a boat, and to the question of Commandl"x
Oase, Who commanded at Craney Island, received answer, "Colonel
Richardson," and Whether they intended to fire upon a flag oftrucef
the senior answered, "It was the result of ignorance, the proximity of
the firing to the tug and barge."

The commanding officer had given the order to ftre the shot and
stop her,

Aft;er this explanation Commander Case forwarded my letter ro
Brigadier.General B. Hnger throngh this officer, which stated tba.t Com·
mander C. would receive Miss Segar. .

After waiting from 2: 45 p. m. until 6: 45, and receiving no answer to
his communication, Commander Case returned and reported the facts
tome.

I can but express my great surprise at snch treatment, considering
the courtesy with which flags of truce from Norfolk have been received
byrne.

I feel unwilling to hold further communication (except you instrnct
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S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of N a1J1/.

me) until a full explanation is offered by Brigadier-General Huger, or
the commanding officer at Norfolk.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 8, 1861.

SIR: I beg leave to state to the Department that Mr. Wainwright,
who has been doing duty as first lieutenant since the departure of Mr.
Werden, finds himself unable to perform the laborious duties of a first
lieutenant, especially of the flagship.

I am sorry also to be compelled to state that the second lieutenant,
Mr. Gibson, has not sufficient health and strength to supply his place.

On the shore, occupied as harbor master, is Lieutenant Crosby, who,
I am induced, from the representations made to me, to request of the
Department may be relieved from his present duty and transferred to
this ship, allowing Mr. Wainwright to take his place on shore, which
duty the latter thinks he can perform.

Respectfully, your obedieut servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag-01ftcer, Atlantic Blockading Rquadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Nal'Y.

Report of Flag -Officer Stringham, U. 8. Na1J1/, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, requesting transfer of Lieutenant Orosby, U. S.
Navy, to Flagship Minnesota.

Report of Oaptain Purviance, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. ship St. Law
rence, of deficiency in complement of that vessel.

U. S. SHIP ST. LAWRENCE,
Off Oap~ Henlopen, July 8, 1861.

Sm: The pilot left us at 1 p. m., after a detention of six dayIJ in the
river, owing to low tides.

We are deficient in lieutenants. The acting masters are perfectly
ignorant of duty. We have a fine ship, but at present very inefficient.

J have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. Y. PURVIANCE,

Oaptain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Letter from the Secrrlary of the Na1J1/ to Flag.Officer Stringham, U. S.
Na1J1/, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitting infor·
mation from U. S. consul at Liverpool regarding steamer Ernest Mercke.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 8,1861.
SIR: Herewith enclosed for your information is a copy of a letter

ftoom the honorable Secretary of State, dated the 2d instant, transmit·
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ting an extract from a dispatch of the U. S. vice-collsul at Liverpool
respecting a vessel supposed to be loading at that port for Charleston,
S.C.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

[Hon. W. H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.]

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Yirginia.

[Encl08ure.]

DEI'ARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, July 2, 18fi1.

SIR: I have the honor to enclose herein an extract from dispatch
No. 17, dated 7th ultimo, from Henry Wilding, esq., U. S. vice-consul,
IJiverpool, respecting a vessel, supposed to be loading at that port for
Charleston, S. C.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

ROil. GIDEON WELLES,
. Secretary of the Navy.

lSubenclo8ure.-Extr8Ct.]

U. S. CONSULATE, Liverpool, June 7,1861.
SIR: My last dispatch was 31st May, by the Arabia.
A statement was made to me on Wednesday by a shipmaster belong

ing to Portsmonth, N. H., which I consider of consequence enough to
report to you.

He stated that on Monday last one of the partners of a large ship
ping house here remarked during a conversation 011 the reported mis-"
iug of the blockade at Charleston, that there was a steamer loading in
this country with a valnable cargo for Charleston. He could not get
from him where she was loading, or her name, as he 8cemed to recollect
himself and grew uncommunicative, and the captain did not like to
appear too inquisitive. The captain would not tell me the name of the
house, but from what he did say, I judge it was that of Leech, Harri
son & Torwood, a commission house doing a large business with the

\ United States and with numerous Charleston connections, and, on
investigating the matter, I find that the owner of the Swedish screw
steamer Ernest J.l1m·cke, which came here, and has just discharged a
cargo from New Orleans, has been in frequent communication during
the past ten days with that house, and that the chief mate of the ves
sel has been heard to say he thought she would go back to America.

I am inclined to think the statement referred to her. She is a very
fast vessel, having made the passage from Xew Orleans iu twenty-two
days, Rteaming but a sUlall part of the way. She is 700 tons, bark
rigged, funnel red at bottom, black at top, hull dark green, spar deck
white; female figurehead, no bowsprit. She has no eargo on board yet,
but a few da~'s would 8uftice to load and dispatch her. I am having
her looked after.

There is no vessel here, or in any of the ports of the district, loading.
that would be likely.

Fraser, Trenholm & Co., the Liverpool branch of .Tohn Fraser & Co.,
of Charleston, have bought a new screw steamer for the" direct trade,"
but she is not named or ready yet.. . . .. . . .

With high respect, I am, Nir, your obedient servant,
HENRY \VILDING, Vice-Consul.
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S. B. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Offiqer, Atlqntic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary N(tvy.

General Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Na1.'y, commanding
Atlantic Blockad'ing Squadron.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 9, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform tlle Department that the Roanoke,
Flag-Officer Pendergrast, sailed yesterday for the C08l8t of North
Carolina.

The Cumberland sailed to-day for Boston, first taking a short cruise
down off Cape Hatteras and the coast of North Carolina.

I am informed her sailmaker is now doing duty on board tbe steam
tug Young America, &t present repairing at WaRbington. I respect
fully suggest, and enquire, whether it would not be well to let him pro
ceed to Boston and prepare matters in his department, thus hastening
the necessary work upon the Oumberland when sbe arrives.

I would like to assign an officer to tbe Young America., Mr. G. W.
Graves, now applying for the appointment of acting master, for which
situation I know him to be fully qualified. He is a very active and
efficient officer, having served on board this ship since we sailed as
master's mate.

I venture 10 ask of the Department to send the Yankee to this point.
The Army have constant communication from Fortress Monroe to

Newport News in small tug steamers. There is a steamer which comes
down from Norfolk to the mouth of Elizabeth River frequently. I fear,
emboldened by the absence of our small steamers, she may attack and
captnre the army steamers. The Yankee drawing light draft of water

• and being fast, might catch this Yessel, besides doing 8ervice here as
she did before ller removal for repairs.

Respectfully, your obeuient serva:qt,

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Sqltadron, of the readiness of the U. S. Ship Santee for
sailing.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 9, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the Santee,
being ready for sea, she might not be detained any lon~er. I have
ordered Lieutenant J. H. Spotts, who was proceeding as passenger on
board the Susquehanna to the Gulf Squadron, to take passage in the
Santee, doing duty on board the latter vessel until otherwise ordered.

I have the bonor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July G,
ordering the schooner lately captured to Wasbington; also counter
manding tbe order respectin~ the Rodman gun.

H.espectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAl\f,

Flag-o'tfi{]er, A.tlantio Blocklwing Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.
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Letter from tile &cretary of t1«l Na"Y to J!Zag-Officer BtriftgllafJI, U. 8.
Ka~y, oommaftdi"11 Allaftnc Blockading 8qtuJAlroft, traf&8fJIitting iAfor
matiotl from U. 8. l'07ISul at Lo1IdoA, regardittg tAe pwrc1wue of a Bteafllef'
by Confederate age'J&tB.

:NAVY DEPART~NT, July 9,1861.
SIR: I herewith enclose copy of a letter from the Secretary of State,

dated the !)th instant, transmitting copy of dispatch No. 10, received
from the U. S. (,-OuRul at London, concerning the pnrchase in England
of a large steamer by parties in the interest of the State of South Oaro
lina.

I am, respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
GIDEOl'{ WBLLBS.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdg. A tlantio Blockadift{} 8qtUJdron, Ho.-pton RoadB, Virgiflia.

lE1lcloe.....·]

DEPARTHENT OF STATE,
WaBhittgton, July 5,1861.

SIR: I have the honor to present herewith for your information 1\

copy of a dispatch No. 10, received from the U. S. consul at London,
respecting the purchase of a large steamer in England for parties in
the iuterest of the State of South Carolina.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
WM. H. SEWARD.

Hon. GIDEON W"ELLES,
Secretary of the Jt,-avy.

[SuooDcloeore.]

OONSULATE OF THE UNU'ED STATES OF AMERICA..,
London, June 22,1861.

Sm: I have just learned from a source I regard as reliable, a mer
cantile gentleman of this city, that a new screw steamer, of 1,000 tons
net burden, built by Mr. Peirce, of Stockton, on the river Tees, for
Messrs. Walker and Cunard, has been recently sold to Fraser, Tren
holm & Co, of Liverpool and Charleston, S. C.

She is now, as Illy authority states, taking in cargo for the Southern
States, and is nearly ready for sea.

The Tees is near the Scottish border, abont 200 miles from London;
but I shall try to ascertain hel' name, the flag under which she will
Sail, for what port she clears, who comma.nds her, her complement of
men, a description of her, and all other accessible facts concerning her.
I have this moment had a confirmation of the above statement from a
gentleman just arrived from Birmingham [England 1, who says he had
a hint that such a yessel was soon to leave for some Sonthern port, and
that arms were to be sent from Birmingha.m for the South by her.
She is reported as bound for Charleston direct, but this is hardlyprob·
able; she may [sail) directly for Mexico or some port in one of the We.',t
India Islauds, or she may try to get into the Satilla River, or St. ~Iary't"

Ga., Fernandina, St. John's River, or some port on the Atlantic side of
Florida. A railroad runs to Fernandina, Fla., and there is water
enough at most all of the places above named for a vessel of 1,000 tollS
to enter with safety,

The old guns I reported as going by the Golden Fleeee to Quebec, and
thence south, were withdrawn from her before she sailed and have Dot
yet been shipped.



ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 779

As the Government's dispatches went yesterday, and this ship is said
to be so nearly re.ady for sea, I thought it my duty to report her case
as far as I have learned it, without delaying for the next steamer.

She may be the steamer alluded to iu former dispatches.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

F. H. MORSE,
Consul.

fHon. W. H. SEWARD,
Se&retary of State.]

Lettm'from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag.Officer Stringham, U. S.
Nat'y, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, a.cceding to his
reqlre8ts.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 9, 1861.
Sm: Arrangemeuts will be immediately made to furnish the Susque.

hanna with a new shaft, but, as she will not be required north for two
weeks, you will use her to the best of your judgment iu enforcing the
blockade in the Chesapeake.

Lieutenant Orosby was detailed at the request of General Butler.
The Department will make tho proposed change if requested, or con·
sented to by the mf\ior·general in command there.

U. S. District Attorney Delafield [Smith1will be written to by the
Department.

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag·Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Oommanding .A. tlantic Bwckading Squadron.

Senior Flag·Officer S. n. STRINGHAM,
U. S. R. Jlinnesota.

Report of Lieutenant Parrott, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. brig Perry,
git'ing names o/foreign vessels boarded and 1C'arned by that ship.

U. S. BRIG PJ<~RRY,

At Sea, July 9, 1861.
Sm: I have the honor to report that on the 6th of June, 1861, we

boarded and warned oft· the coast the English bark Sea Queen, from
Ascension, bonnd to Charleston, S. C.

On the 9th of June we boarded the John Barr01C', of London, from
Doboy to Sunderland, with lumber. On the 11th of June we were off
Fernandina and set the blockade. Ou the 15th of June we boarded
and warned oft' the coast the Spanish brig Juana Teresa, from Havana,
in ballast, and bound for St. Mary's for lumber. On the 18th of June
boarded and warned off the coast the English brig Polka, from Ber·
muda, bound to Doboy for lumber. On the 23d of June boarded the
Russian bark Salmi, from Fernandina, bound to London with a cargo
of steam pitch pine. We had observed her at anchor inside the bar
for Reveral days. She reported that she left no foreign vessels at Fer·
nandina or St. Mary's.

I am, very respectfJillY, your obedient servant,
E. G. PARROTT,

Lieutenant, Oommanding.
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Senior Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of IM/IUnant Parrott, U. 8. Kat'!J, cotHmandiRg r. S. brig PeTry,
regarding the ocmditioA of tke batta'y of tliaC t1eUel aM of the rt'ftlQre4

jitti~ owt of treo f7t'Meu at &'MANA.
U. S. BRIG PERRY,

At &4, July 9, 1861.
BIR: It is my duty to report that on the occasion of the firing at tbe

8l1rllnnall, two of the guns of this vessel, out of the three used, bad
the loops of their pivot bolts hroken. These loops have been replaced
hy otberH from the ports without guns, but they all have the same
defect-a det'p gutter for oiling-and it was at this place they were
hroken. I do not think they would stand continued firing. It appears
to he very important tbat they should be replaced by stronger ones,
amI it would be a short job.

The guns of this vessel have only a range of about 1 mile, and the
lee gUDS eall generally only be given elevation sufficient to make tbeir
Ilhot reach from two-thirds to tllree-quarters of a mile. Any vesselsbe
might encounter would, I 8uppoae, certainly have guns of much greater
range. Even the l~arannah,with ber rifled shot, could have fired at us
for a long time without our havin~ been able to make any return. One
or two rifted guns would improve very much her battery.

The condition of her battery as described above, and the fMt of ber
hein~ a small Railin~vessel, makes her, I think, very inefficient for the
hloekade, without the assistance of a steamer, of a port like Fernan·
dina, which is within six hours of Savannah, with whicb it bas an
inland mmmunication of 12 feet water. Savannah can also command
t he military resonrces of Charlest.on; she has a large number of sUs,mers
nnd could send a force of them sufficient for the purpose against this
vellsel and attack ller, either in a calm, which occurs daily and gener
ully lasts a great part of the day, taking positions where she could not
bring her guns to b{'ar on them, or by keeping out of the short range
of her shot, in any weather.

The captain of the Uussian bark Salmi, bonnd ont from Fernandina,
illformed me that he had heard at that place that two steamers, with
1110 men each, were being fitted out at Savannah for the purpose of
:lttacking the Perry. This report, whether true or not, shows the
{'lIemy were aware of their opportunity of attacking our flag, with the
chances very much in their favor.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Eo G. PARROTT,

Lieutenant, Commanding.

Report of Flag. Officer Stringham, U. ~~. Narry, commanding Atlantic
Blockadi1lg Squadron, regarding movements 0/ certain v~8els of his
command.

U. S. S. M:nmESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 10, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that the Safttee has
just proceeded to sea. The Daylight also sailed to-day.

I hope to get the Albatr088 to sea this afternoon. Yesterday, through
carelessness, she came in contact with a vessel at anchor in the harbor
and carried away her mizzenmast, which I hope to have replaced. in time
for her to sail this afternoon.
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I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 8,
containing, enclosed from the honorable Secretary of State, an extract
from communication of vice -consul at Liverpool; also your letter of
same date concerning steamer Yankee. Also a letter from the Depart
ment to Captain John Marston, containing the very extraordinary letter
of Paymaster Cramer Burt to Hiram Barney, collector at New York.
I shall forward these letters to Captain William L. Hudson, at Boston,
to await the arrival of the Oumberland at that point.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

Report of Oaptain Jlfercer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Wabash
regarding the services of the chartered steamer Union off Charles,..
too,S.C. .

U. S. STEAM FRIGATE WABASH,
Off Charleston, July 10, 1861-

8m: The Union is still here, and has been very serviceable to me.
Indeed, I do not know how I should get along without her or somo other
vessel of her speed and class. One vessel at least, a Spaniard, would
have gotten into this place in spite of Lee and myself, if the Union had
not been with us. In your communication to me by the Union, you say
nothing to me about her return to Hampton Roads before the expira
tion of her charter, whereas Goldsborough tells me you informed him
that she would not be rechartered. Notwithstanding this, however, I
shall detain her here as long as I can supply her with coal without get
ting too low myself, or until some other small steamer shall come here
to relieve her. Under the guns of this ship she does not cousume more
than a toll a day, and does not use more than Sartori did in the Flag
when steaming. On the arrival of the Union here she had on board
about 60 tons. I have supplied her with 15 tons of coal since, and she
now has about 60 toIlS on board.

I have Master's Mate Oushing on board here, who is ordered to the
Minnesota, whom I would seud to you by the Perry, but I know these
small vessels have no room to spar~, and I shall hold 011 to him for a
better opportunity. This ship can remain here two weeks longer, when
her coal will be getting rather low. .

I hope the Government will send us a couple of small steamers to
this point.

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, yours,
SAML. MERCER, Captain.

Flag-Officer SILAS H. STRINGHAM,
Commanding U. S. Blockading Squadron, Atlantic CO(Ult.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, 1:. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron transmitting infor
mationfrom St.John, New Brunswick, regarding the ship Alliance SUB

pected of carrying arms for the Oonfederate Government.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10,1861.
SIR: Herewith enclosed is a copy of a letter from J. O. Peterson,

esq., dated St. John, New Brunswick; July 3, in relation to a vessel in
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that port called the AUiaftCe, which is suspected of being a pirate, or
having arms on board for the rebel States.

I Iml, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

l<'lag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
ComcJy. Atlantic Blockading 8qtladron, Hamptoft Roads, nrgiltia.

[EucloaUNl.J

ST. JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, Jttly 3,1861
My I)EAR Sm.: There is in this port a vessel of some 700 tons, the Ani

alice, which is, I have every reason to suspect, a Southern pira~.

The stern has the arms of South Carolina blacked over; her hull is
rather old, but her !\pars, runnin~ and standing rigginK, new and taut.
lIer muster is a red-hot secessionist., and on Sunday week last hoisted
the Palmetto flaK, which created no little excitement among the Ameri·
can ships, they all hauling down their national flags.

She cleared from Liverpool for Charleston, loaded (so said) with rail·
road iron. She was overhauled while endeavoring to run the blockade
and ordered off.

She then went into New York, where suspicion was excited as to the
contents of her bold, and she at once left for this port and arrived. here
some two weeks since.

She has n British register and is reported to be owned in Liverpoo~

New York, and (jharleston.
Her Il~ents here are very much opposed to the North.
I have endeavored to board her, but was not permitted to do 80; no

one hilS permission to see her hold, and there are other circumstances
[which1warrant me in my conclusions.

I thought it proper to write to you on the subject, as being the only
person in Washington with whom I have any acqnaintance. If you
think it worth the while, you may band this note to the proper officers.
Any further information as to her movements which I can transmit,
either by letter or telegraph, I will be happy to give, if desired, as I
love my country, and would like to know that this vess.el, which I
believe is loaded with cannon and munitions of war, was captured.

Very respectfully, your obedient serva.nt,
J. C. PETERSON.

lion. H. HAMLIN,
lVa~hington.

Letter from tke Secret4)'y of the Navy to Flag·Officer String1w".~ U. R.
Navy, comma,nding Atla7ltic Blockading Squa«ron, trafl8mitting infor·
nation from the U. S. consul at Liverpool, regarding Bhipmont of a.rtIU

from tha.t port.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10, 1861.
SIR: Transmitted herewith for your informa.tion are extracts from a

dispatch received by the Secretary of State from the U. S. vice-consul
at Liverpool relative to the shipment of arms from England, which it
is suspected are intended for the insurrectionary States.

I am, respectfully, your obedient iervant,
GIDEON \"-ELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. S'l'RINGHAM,
Oomdg. Atlantio Blockading Squa4roft, Hampt<m Roam, Virgima..
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U. S. CONSULATE,
Lil1erpool, June 21,1861.

SIR: • • • Shipments of arms by the screw steamers for New
York continue, but I do not hear of any to other ports of the Uuited
States or ports adjacent, except Vera Cruz, in ~Iexico; Ceara, in Brazil,
and Halifax, Nova Scotia.

The Enghsh ship John Parkinson sailed a few days since for Vera
Cruz with several packages containing arms, but entered as hardware;
and another vessel, loading for the same place, is taking several simi
lar packages. The English bark Ariel, which cleared 17th June for
Ceara, had on board the following contraband articles: Ten cases, 12'
quarter boxes, and 300 qllarter barrels gunpowder; 26 hundredweight
shot lead; 76 cases lead shot; 3 casks, 12 barrels saltpeter; 3 casks, 1
barrel sulphur, besides 167 packages entered as hardware and 63 hun
dredweight castings. She has a black hull and white ports.

The Thomas Killam, for Halifax yesterday, had 13 cases of firearms.
• • • • • • •

There are here several vessels belonging to New Orleans. I have
been told that the captains are instructed by their owners to return to
New Orleans. One, the Picayune, was entered yesterday to load for
there. I shall refuse to certify her clearance, but, as the law stands~ I
do not think I can refuse to return her register. As there will likely
be time for you to reply before she clears, I shall be glad if you will
have me advised on the su~ject.

• • • • • • •
With high respect, I am, your obedient servant,

. H. WILDING.

[Hon. W. H. SEWARD, Seeretary of State.]

Order from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Ojftcer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding the U. S. S.
Seminole.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10,1801.
SIR: The steam sloop Seminole, Commander Edward R. Thomson,

now at Philadelphia! is to be attached t~ the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron. She will oe ready for selL on Monday next.

Such instructions as you propose giving her you will please send to
the Department, which will forward them to Commander Thomson.
This will obviate the necessity of the vessel touching at Hampton
Roads for orders, unless you desire her services there.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Fla~·OfficerS. H. STRINGHAM,
Oomdg. Atlantic Blocka,ding Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Ojftcer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, expressing appro'Dal
oj his purpose to hold no further communication with th.e enemy.

NA.VY DEPARTMENT, ,July 11, 1861.

SIR: I bBve received your No. 57· of the 8th instant, relating prin
cipally to the firing on the flag of truce sent up to Norfolk for Miss
Se~ar.

~See p. 774.
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The Department approves of your purpose to hold no further com
munication with the enemy nnless a satisfactory explanation of the cir
cnmstance is afforded.

The Department approves of yonr ordering Lieutenant Spotts to the
Sabine I,~antet'l in place of Lieutenant Harrell. It would enquire, how
ever, whether 'Lieutenant :Mitchell also went out in that vessel Usa,
"he had more thau the complement assigned to her. The Department
declinl'd to in,creaIW', on an application made by Captain Eagle.

I am, respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
GID:gmr WELLES.

:Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdg. Atla1ttic Blockading Squo.dron, Hampton Roads, Virgi"il!.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, r. 8. }.~avy, commaruling Atla"tic
Blockading Squadron, regarding capture oj the brig Amy Warwicl'.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampwn Roads, July 11, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Jour lettA'r of July
8. containing l'xtracts from dispatch of the American consul at London;
alllo of July 10, containing extracta from dispatch ofthe American con
sul at J.iverpool.

I have the honor also to inform the Departmeut of the capture at this
point yesterday of the brig Amy Warwick, from Rio de Jaueiro, loaded
with ('ofl'ee, and owued in Richmond, Va.

I have, according to instructions from the Department, ordered her
- to Boston. She will sail to-day ill charge of Acting Master J. B.

Gordon.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

_ s. n. STRINGH.uI,
" Flag-Officer, A.tlantic Blockading SqU6droll.

ft.OIl. GIDEON WELLES.

RCjJO)·t oj Captail~ Purl'iance, [T. S. Xavy, commanding U. S. slip Sf
Lawrence, oj tlle arrival oj that vessel in Hampton Roads.

U. S. SHIP ST. LAWRENCE, July [11J, 1861.
SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of the F. S. ship St

Lalcrence, under my command, three days from Philadelphia.
Ycry'respectfully, ~'our obedient servant,

H. Y. PuRVIANCE,
Oaptaifl.

Flag·Officer S. [11.1 STRINGHAM,
Oommanding TJ. S. Blockading Squcu1r01I.

Report oj Oommander Livingston, U. S. Navy, oomma.wing U. S. S. Ptn
guin, oj tlle cruise oj that vessel jrom July 8 w 11, 1861.

U. S. S. PENGcrN,
Hampwn Roads, July 11, 1861.

SIR: In pursuance of your verbal orders of the 8th instant, I got
underway at 11 o'clock, a. m. of same date, communicated with Com·
mander Ohandler in the mouth of York River, delivered ni& letw and



ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 785

-'.

your instructions. The Dawn's position was so close as to effectually
closethe mouth ofthe river and the approach by Mobjack Bay, proceeded
on to the Rappahannock and arrived there at 10 p. m., delivered the pilot,
letter, and ~your message to the commander of the Mount Vernon. He
had nothing to communicate of any importance; had see~ no vessels
nor learned any news. I anchored for the night, and in the morning
at 3 a. m. got underway; could then distinctly hear the drums of the
enemy 011 shore; from our pilot's representations the Patuxent is a reno
dezvous for law breakers. I was induced -to visit it. I ran into the
mouth of the river at 4 p. m. of the 9th iItstant (having boarded and
spoken all vessels on my way). At 5 p. m. a steamer hove in sight and
boarded some vessels outside. Her movement being unusual, I ran for
her, brought her to, and sent a boat with Lieutenant Budd to make
enquiries. I found her to be the steamer Ohester, of and from Balti·
more, with a detachment of 40 Massachusetts and 40 Pennsylvania
armed troops, with a brass artillery piece on board, aUunder charge of
a provost.marshal, of Baltimore, who had been dispatched here by Gen·
eral Banks to search for the schooner Georgiana that was reported to
have left Baltimore with 40 armed secessionists or pirates, who were to
go to the Patuxent, and there await the arrival of the Mary lVashington,
which was to bring them two heavy guns. And further, that General
Banks had prohibited the Railing of all vessels from Baltimore on that
day, nntil meridian, the Mary Washington inclnded.

The Georgiana was described as a large, high-decked schooner, green
bottom, red stripe; there is also a small vessel of that name in the
Chesapeake.

Discovering a schooner in the offing, I chased her 20 miles and found
her to be a Staten Island vessel, bound to New York. On my return
to the river the Ohester had gone to Baltimore.

I was engaged until after dark overhauling vessels in the Ohesapeake.
I then anchored in the mouth of the Patuxent. Before anchoring I
brought to the steamer George Weems, from Baltimore, bound up the
Patuxent with passengers. I boarded him and questioned him closely,
as he is owned by the same owner as the Mary Washington. His report
agreed with that of the Ohester, adding that General Banks had allowed
him to leave at 10 a. m. in accommodation to bis passengers.

At early dawn I weighed and stood a. sbort distance up the river,
examining vessels, and sent a boat ashore for news. Obtained notbing
satisfactory, except that a pirate was thought to be about somewhere.

At 6 a. m. discovered two steamers standing in; weighed and stood
for tbem; they proved to be tbe U. S. steamers Freeborn, Lieuteuant
Commanding Lowry, amI the Resolute. The former came on board and
gav£, me the following intelligEmce: He had been dispatched by Com·
mander l{OWllll, of the Pa1cnee, to look after a suspected piratical party
in a small vessel which intended to capture tbe George Weems. This
suspicion was founded on the following: Lieutenant Commanding
Lowry had visited Point Lookout, and was iuformed by the woman
who keeps the light at that place tbat ou Sunday last a ~.--:-_~~ vessel,
called a pungy, landed there the crew of the vessel lately captured by
tbe St. Nichola.s, and that one of the party sbe recognized as Thomas
by a scar ou his face. This so-called Captain Thomas has since been
taken in Baltimore and is now a prisoner in Fort McHenry. She also
stated tbat from the conversation she overheard she inferred that they
had some plan to illt('rc('pt !lnd capture the ",teamer George Weems.
Upon this information Captain Rowan bad dispatched the Freeborn and

N W R-YOL 5--50
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Resolute. 1 informed Lieutenant Commanding Lowry that the said
steamer was then up the Patuxent, and-would probably be down that
day, upon which he concluded to remain in the river to watch ber.

On the 10th I ran over to visit Tangier, as the only place not yet
visited, to search for the schooner, but met with no success. I exam
ined everything I met.

It is said that the schooner Georgia,na, first mentioned, belongs in
York River, and the steamer in Baltimore, where, if watched, ought to
[be] held in control.

I enclose herewith a sketch· of an iJilfernal machine picked up by the
Freeborn near the Pawnee.

On the 11th, at 11 a. m., fell in with American bark Young Greek, of
BOl;\ton, bound to Baltimore from Ohile, Cllorgo of copper ore; was
aground on the Wolf Trap; asked assistance; took a hawser from him;
made an effort to drag !Jim off in vain; at turn of tide left him, taking
oft' the Clloptain.

Very respectfully, sir, yonr obedient servant,
J. W. LIVINGSTON,

Commanding U. S. S. Penguin.
Flag·Officer SILAS H. STRINGHAM,

Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Letter from the Sect'etaryof the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron requesting an expres
sion of opinion regarding the bZocking of harbor channe18 with stone.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 11, 1861.
8m: It is proposed by this Department to sink vessels in 611, or nearly

all, the channels opening into the harbors within the jurisdiction of your
command, commencing at the first inlet south of the Ohesapeake, unless
that one shall be left open for light-draft vessels to get into Albemarle
Sound and cut off that very important line of communication. A board
of distinguished persons are now investigating this subject, and their
report will be forwarded to you. Should the work go forward, the
Department will buy vessels' loaded with stone, to be delivered to you
at Hampton Roads, with such steamers to assist as may be necessary.
Your views with regard to this subject, particularly the latter part, are
invited before the contracts are completed.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. S'l'RINGHAM,
Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Road8, Virginia.

, Report of Flag - D.tfWer Stringham, U. S. Navy, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding the U. S. S. Seminole.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 12, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of your letter of
the 10th instant, in relation to tbe Seminole.

• See Vol. 4, p. 568,
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GIDEON WELLES.

As Fernandina is an important point, I contemplate sending the Scm
inolethere; but I would suggest that Commander Thomson be directed
to report to me at this place, as I have dispatches and letters for the
veseels off the several ports on the coast, which I would like to send
by him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHAM,

Flag-Officer, Commanding Altantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding .I1tlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitting tele
grams regarding depredations of Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis.

Confldential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, J'ljly 12,1861.
SIR: The two following telegrams have just been received at this

Department, and such is the importance attached to them that an offi.·
eel' will be dispatched this evening to carry them to you. Action in
reg-ard to the matter will be left to your discretion. The Department
will displ~tch vessels from New York in search of her reported position.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAlIl,
Commanding A.tlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Enclosure!.]

NEWPORT, July 12, 1861.
Arrived a brig from Bangor with part of c·rew of brig John Welsh,

from 'l'rinidad, sugar, for Falmouth [England]. Was taken by priva
teer Jefferson Dat,is oft' Hatteras on Saturday 1ast. Captain Fifield, of
brigJohn Welsh, was put on board ship John Goodwin, of and from New
York for l\Ionte\ideo, which vessel had been ransacked and was allowed
to proceed on account of her heavy draft of water. Same privateer
took the schooner J. C. Warner rs. J. Waring'], of New York, and a
brig. The privateer was 100 miles southeast of Nantncket Shoals.

T. & J. COGGESHALL,
A.gents Board Underwriters.

[Enclosure 2.]

NEWPORT, July 12.
Postell, formerly of U. S. Navy, is in command of theJ~tfersonDavis,

and his orders to the prize master were to take the three vessels into
some port of Florida, or near Savannah.

T. & J. COGGESHALL,
Agents Board Underwriters.

Report of Commander Glisson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mount
Vernon, of affairs in the Rappahannock River.

U. S. S. MOUNT VERNON,
Rappahannock, July 13, 1861.

SIR: I have to report all quiet at this place; no vessels llave
attempted to pass ill or out since our arrival off the elltrlloDce of the
river.
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Yesterday I ran up the river 20 miles, opposite the town of Urbana,
to Re6 if there were any vessels lurking around any of the bends in the
river, and also to see if they were erecting any ba.tteries on the banks
of the river. To all appeara.nces everything sooms to be deserted;
nothing was to be seen on the river, save now and then a fishing canoe,
with one colored man in [it], who immediately on onr approach retreated
into shoal water. There are no batteries or men on either bank of the
river as far np &8 Urbana. .

The wheat crop is cut and stacked in the fields, and, judging from
the nnmber of stacks, I shonld pronounce the crop to have been very
large. The corn crop looks well, and we saw a large number of cattle
grazing on the banks of the river. Everything looked so peaceful that
it was difficult to imagine that we are at war with the people of Vir·
ginia. The health of the officers and crew is good.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. S. GLISSON,

Commander, [', S. Nargo
Flag-Officer SILAS H. STRINGHAM,

Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, etc.

Report of Flag·Officer Stringham, U. S. Naf1Y, oommanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, acknowledging receipt of Department's oommlflli
cations.

S. H. STR.INOHA..lII,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Hon. GIDEON

u. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 13, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department of the receipt of
your letter of .July 9, referring to transfer of accounts of Yankee W
Freeborn. One of same date that Susqvehannah may remain two weeks
to assist in blockading, and relative to Lieutenant Crosby; also your
letter of July 10, with copy of letter from St. John, New Brunswick,
and of July 11, relative to Lieutenant Spotts who was ordered W per
form duty ou board the 8antu only, until otherwise ordered, 38 I did
not know but that the Department had other duties for him on arriv
ing in the Gnlf.

Lieutenant Mitchell was ordered to the Santee, and sailed in her.
Carpenter Rainbow also sailed iu her as passeuger.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Report of Flag.Offi1}er Stringham, U. S. Nat·'!/, commanding Atia"tic
Blockading Squadron, transmitting enclosures regarding charte7"td
steamer Mop,ticello.

u. S. S. MINNESOTA.,
Hampton Roads, July 13, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose reports of Commander
.J. P. Gillis, also of Lieutenant D. L. Braine, with reference to the
steamer Monticello, now nuder charter, but shortly to expire.
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I respectfully suggest that this vessel be exchanged for a more effi
cient one, and that the officers and crew be transferred to the latter,
instead of waiting the long time necessary to repair the jllonticello, she
evidently requiring very extensive repairing in hull and machinery.

It is absolntely necessary to have a vessel all the time in the mouth
of the .James River.

Respectfully, ~'our obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHA.M,

Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading ~quadron.

lion. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, n. C.

[Enclosore.]

u. S. S. MONTICELLO,
Above Neu~port News, J'uly 11, 18fil.

SIR: We moved up with this vessel yesterday afternoon to take a
look at Day's Point, iu the hope of being able to shell the rebel
encampment there. Approaching the shore as near as our draft of
water would permit, we found our shell fell short, and returned to our
anchorage.

I submit for your consideration and action the accompanying report
of Lieutenant Braille in relation to the condition of this vessel and her
battery. He has been attached to her during the time of her chartel'
by the Government. The information relative to her engine is fur
nisht'd by the engineer..

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN P. GILLIS,

Comm.ander, U. S. Navy.
Flag-Oflicer S. H. STRINGHAM,

Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[SubenclosUJ'e.)

u. S. S. MONTICELLO,
Above Newport News, July 10, 1861.

SIR: As the charter of this vessel, I understand, expires in a few days,
I [feel it] my duty to call your attention to the fact that this vessel is
not coppered, and I learn that she bas not been docked for over twenty
one months. She has now been nearly three months in .the waters of
Hampton Roads, and I think will [suffer] serious injury should she not
be coppered or receive a coat of metallic paint immediately. Owing to
the active part tbh~ vessel has taken in cruising, the almost con
stant use of her guns has injured the pivot carriage to that extent that
should it be required for rapid firing I think it would soon be useless.
Tbe lO-inch gun is of the old pattern, defective in rangE', and the.
32-pounders of 43 hundredweight mounted aft are upon old carriages
that should be replaced by new, or thoroughly repaired. The deck
which was laid aft is in a very leaky condition, and already a quantity
of provisions have been condemned owing to that fact.

As to the seagoing qnalities of this vessel with her present battery,
she is not safe, being in an ordinary.sea very wet, and her battery
could not be served with accuracy, owning to her rolling badly. In
smooth water she will answer as a cruiser.

I would suggest that the pivot gun be replaced by a rifled cannon
40-pounder or less, which will materially increase her efficiency and
reduce the weight forward; that her deck a.ft be i,mmediately calked,
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D. L. BRUNE,
Limttenant,. U. 8. N afJY.

Commander JNO. P. GILLIS
Oom'manding i1. S. S. llIontir.ello.

that she be coppered or receive a coat of metallic paint. She has been
several times ashore and in backing so much has heated journals.
Working sand through her injections, has cut the lining of the a.ir
pump. The boiler leaks and the 80ft patches want renewing. She
requires new metal in crank-pin brasses, a set of new valves, and a.
bucket to the air pump. The vessel leaks 60 inches in twenty-four
hours and on that account needs docking. .The sleeves of her blow
pipe leak badly.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. Navy, comrpanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, of assistance rendered to the American bark
Young Greek, ashore on WoV" Trap Shoal.

U. S. S.MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, .July 13, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that on Thursday,
,luly 11, news reached me that a vessel was ashore on the Wolf Trap,
a very dangerous place in Chesapeake Bay 80uth of the Uappahannock
River, and close to the Virginia shore.

I immediately ordered Acting Master .Tosiah Snow, our coast pilot,
to take one of our boats and 14 men and proceed to the Massachusetts
steamer Oambridge, Captain S. H. Mathews, and ask him if he was
willing to go np the bay, as I had no vessel at my command to dispatch
to see if auything could be done. He promptly cousented to go.

This morning they have returned and report that they found the
American bark Young Greek, from near Caldera, Chile, South America,
loaded with copper ore, a very valuable cargo. She was proceeding to
her port of destination (Baltimore), in charge of a pilot, when, owing
to the u.bsence of lights, and especially the light·boat heretofore sta
tioned on the W oU Trap and removed by the traitors, this vessel ran
aground.

After incessant labor night and day in removing cargo (and princi·
pally by the power of the Oambridge in towing) from Thursday after
noon until Saturday morning about 2 a. m., the Young Greek Wll,S suc
cessfully extricated from her dangerous position, and this morning at
early dawn she sailed for Baltimore.

On the 11th instant, at 11 a. m., the U. S. S. Penguin, J. W. Livingston,
returning from a cruise up the bay, saw the bark above mentioned and
endeavored to get her oft: After trying and not succeeding, he brought
the captain down to this place, and returned again with the captain on
the 12th and again came down this morning. I have ordered the P~n

guin to cruise oft'the capes of the Chesapeake to supply the temporary
absence for a day or 80 at this point of the Quaker Oity, which hR8
slight repairs to make in her machinery. The frigate Savannah is in
sight, coming in.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H. STRINGHA.M,

FZ{lg-Officcr, Atlantio Blockadin{; SqtUJdt'Ofl.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.
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Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oaptain Purviance, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. sMp St.
Lawrence, regarding the need of efficient officers for that vessel.

U. S. SHIP ST.IJAWRENCE,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, July 13, 1861.

SIR: Yours of the 10th instant, in answer to mine of 8th instant, is
duly to hand. .

In reporting the inefficiency of the ship St. Laurence at this stage of
the cruise, I did not intend my letter to convey a complaint against tl16
Department, for I am perfectly aware that the deficiency in lieutenants
is, as you say, owing to the exigencies of the service. I am also aware
of the trouble experienced as to acting masters, who "are selected
with ~reat care from the merchant service," but I most respectfully beg
to differ; the Department has been most shamefully imposed upon by
applicants from the merchant service.

The Department remarks, "whether the ship will prove efficient or
not will depend very much on her commanding officer."

The Department is very right, but experience has long since proven
to me that without efficient under-officers it is simply impossible to
render the ship efficient. The Department may have a very efficient
head, but without ~ompetentassistants, I ask, what would it be'

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
H. Y. PURVIANCE, Oaptain.

S. H. STRINGHAM,
Flag-Officer, Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon.. GIDEON WELLES.

Report of Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. Nat'y, commanding Atlantic
Blockading Squadron, regarding certa.in vessels of his command.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, July 14, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the letter from the
Department dated July 12 and marked confidential, delivered to lJle by
special messenger.

The frigate St. Lawrence, Captain Purviance, will sail to-day aud
your communication will be sent in her; she will communicate with
Flag-Officer Pendergrast, now off Hatteras, aod also with Oaptain
Mercer, off Charleston, to whom a copy has been sent with instructions
to communicate to the vessels composing the blockading squadron.

The Albatross and Daylight are off Hatteras, as I have already
informed the Department. As soon as the Savannah reports (I expect
her every hour), I.shall send her ofl' the coast of North Carolina.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. NafJY, commanding West India
Squad?'on, regarding the cruise of the flagship Roanoke from Hampton
Roads to Oharleston, S. 0., a?Jd exchange of shots with Oonfederate
battery at Hatteras Inlet, N. 0., July 10, 1861.

U. S. FLAGSHIP ROANOKE,
Off O/Iarleston, S. 0., July 14, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of' the passage
of the Roanoke from Hampton Roads to this place, with such incidents
as I have deemed important:
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Monday, July 8.-At 8:30 p. m. fired a shell ahead of a. bark and hove
her to; Lieutenant Scott boarded her; she proved to be the American
bark Young Greek, from Chile, bound to Baltimore.

Tuesday, July 9.-At 8: 45 a .m. made Bodie's light-house on starboa.rd
bow; discovered an encampment a few miles north of Bodie's Island
light.

In the afternoon, "'ednesday, July 10, made Hatteras Inlet and ran
in toward it; discovered a ba.ttery and a number of wooden houses on
the b~ach, and several small vessels (among which were two light
boats) at anchor inside. Upon nearing the beach, and when about 2~
miles from the battery, it opened fire upon us, all of their shota falling
short. The colors were hoisted and we immediately returned the fire
with three rounds of shell from forward pivot gun, and two from a.fter
pivot g-nn, and five rouJ,1.ds from rifie howitzers; apparently t"o shots
from rifled cannon took effect.

Friday, July 12.-At 9:45 came to anchor in the month of Cape Fear
River in 7 fathoms of water. Found the rebel flag flying on Fort Cas
well and in the town of Smithville; also a red flag flying on Bald Head
light-house. Discovered a rebel battery to tbe southward of the fort
and a number of men drilling on the beach; could count fourteen guns
(barbette) on Fort Caswell and several fieldpieces.

Saturday, July i3.-Got underway in the morning. When abreast
of Lockwood's IFolly] Inlet, and 10 miles from Smithville, fell in with a
schooner. She proved to be t.he schooner Mary, of Washington, N. C.;
sand ballast, no cargo; destination unknown; she had evidently been
abandoned by her crew upon sighting the Roanoke.

We secured such papers as could be found, took from her the foregail,
jib and flying jib, blocks, 2 compasses, spyglass, lead line, cooking
utensils, and a few other articles; scuttled her and set fire to her.

Sunday, July H.-At 10 :30 cam&-to anchor under sail oft' Charleston
Bar, and found the Waba~h, Vandalia" and Union here.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAST,

Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.
Flag-Officer SU..AS H. STRINGHAM

Oomdg. U. S. Blockading Squadron, Hampton RoaillJ, Virginia.

Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, comma,nding We~t India
Squadron, regarding chartered steamer Union.

U. S. FLAGSHIP ROANOKE,
O.tf Oharleston, S. 0., July 14, 1861.

SIR: Oommander Goldsborough, of the U. S. S. Union, having informed
me that he was short of coal and that the charter party of his vessel
would shortly expire, I have deemed it advisable to orde.r him to Hamp
ton Roads, as she will be nearer the place you intend to assign·her.

The Union is not very well adapted for this distant statiou on acconnt
of her not carrying sufficient coal.

On her way to Hampton Roads I have directed Comma.uder Golds
borough to show bis vessel at the different points between here and
there.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
G. J. PENDERGRAS'I',

Flag-Officer, Oommanding West India Squadron.
Fla.g-Officer SILAS H. STRINGHAM,

Oommanding U. S. Blockading Squadron.
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Report of Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Squadron, urging the necessity of small steamers on tlte coast of North
Carolina.

U. S. FLAGSHIP HOANOKE,
Off Charleston, S. C., July 15, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that it is very necessary that
two or three more small steam~rs should be stationed along the coast
of North Carolina. It being necessary to send the Union to Hampton
Roads it leaves but one small vessel here.

I have not as yet learned of the arrival of the Daylight and Albatross
on the coast. .

I lUay visit Savannab, Ga., before retnrning North.
I regret to inform you tbat thus far the engines of the sbip have not

worked satisfactorily. and I feel some anxiety about it.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Comm4nding West India Squadron.

Flag-OffiCer SILAS H. STRINGHAM,
001nmanding U. S. Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Orikr of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag. Officer Stringham, U. S. Navy,
commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, regarding U. S. So Sus
quehanna.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 15, 1861.
SIR: You will please send tbe steam sloop Susquehanna to the Phila·

delphia navy yard, with as little delay as practicable. On bel' arrival
she will be placed at the service of Messrs. Merrick & Sons, for renew·
ing the broken shaft and doing whatever otber incidental repairs may
be required by the maebinery.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. S'l'RINGHAM,
Commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter f"om the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S.
Navy, commanding Atlantic Blockading Squadron, transmitting report
of depredations c01umitted by the Confederate privateer Jefferson Davis.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 15, 1861.
SIR: I berewith enclose for your information a copy of a report

received by the Department from Lientenant C. R. P. Rodgers, Naval
Academy, Newport [R. I.l, in reference to a privateer, the Jefferson
Davis, which it appears has made several captnres on our coast.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Flag-Officer S. H. STRINGHAM,
Comdg. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[EnC)08Ure&.]

U. S. NAVAL ACADEMY,
Newport, July 12, 1861.

SIR: I have tbe honor to report for the information of the Nll.VY
Department that the brig Ma.ry E. Thompson, of Searsport, arrived at
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this place to·dayand reports having been captured by a privateer in
latitude 390 16' N., and longitude 670 40' W. A boat and other articles
were taken from her, and she was then relea'Jed. The M. E. Thompson
was from Bangor, bound to Antigua, but ba.stened to this port to land
four seamen transferred to her from the privateer. One of these seel·

men, Richard White, formerly a quartermaster on board the U. S. 8.
Minnesota, has just stated to me that while second mate of the brig
John Welsh, of Philadelphia, bound to Falmouth, England, from Trini
dad, his vessel was captured on the 6th instant by the privateer brig'
Je.fferson Davis (of Charleston, S. C.), formerly the slave brig Echo.
She was about teu days out of port, and up to that time had made no
captures. She was then about the latitude of Hatteras, but outside the
Gulf Stream. The next day the schooner J. O. Warner r8. J. Wannu'],
Captain Smith, bound to Montevideo, was captured, and on the 8th the
schooner Enchantress, of Newburyport, from Boston for Santiago, shared
the same fate. On the 9th the ship Mary Goodell, of New York, for
Buenos Ayres, was seized, water and provisions were taken from her,
and five of her crew voluntarily joined the privateer. She was then
released and proceeded on her voya~e. Upon the same day the brig
Mary E. Thompson, of Searsport, Captain Havener, from Bangor for
Antigua, was seized. Four prisoners, among them my informant White,
were placed ou board, and she also was released. I am further informed
that the privateer was armed with four light carronad6R and one old
long 32-ponnder on a pivot amidships; that she carried about sixty-five
men, of whom very few were sailors; that the captain appeared to be
a Dutchman, and that the chief officer was named Postell, and said that
he had formerly been in the Navy. My informant, White, listened
carefully to the conversation around him, and is of op~nion that the
privateer's officers intended to sail to the southward and, after cruising
near the Bahamas, to go into port somewhere on the coast of Florida.
Prize crews were put 011 board the brig John Welsh and the schooners
J. O. Warner rs. J. lVaring'1and Enchantress, and they stood to the
southward. 1'he port of Beaufort was mentioned in this connection.

The Jefferson Davis was a full.rigged brig, with black mastheads and
yards and a black hull. She was very rusty, and her pivot gun was
visible above the rail.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. R. P. RoDGERS,

Oommandant of Midshipmtm.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secreta1"!J of tlte Navy, Washington, D. O.

JULY 13, 1861.
The Jeffer.on Datlis, prh'ateer, was formerly the 8laver Echo. She left Charleston

about fifteen day8 8ince and palllled out in the night, besides which there are now
three privateers, 8chooner rigged, fitting out at Charleston, also the 8teamer Gordo.,
and they were all ready or nearly ready for sea. We further learn that within a few
days a sl-hooner laden with rice hasl?aIlIled the bar, bound to New Orleau8; another
8chooner was loading for Havana With a cargo of rice. Thi8 bU8in888 should be
8topped, and we would 8Uggest that a fast 8teamer, under the direction of an expe
rienced captain, one well acquainted with the channels, 8hould be di8patched at
once and lie 1\8 near the bar lUI p088ible every night, by which means th_ privateers
and 8chooner8 can all be captured ou their return.

This information is direct from a person who was io Cha.rleston
Tuesday, th~ 9th instant.
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Report of Oaptain Hull, U. ~. NaV1J, commanding U. S. ship Savannah, oj
the arrival oj that veasel in Hampton Roads.

U. S. SHIP SAVANNAH,
Hampton Roa.ds, July 15, 1861.

Sm: I bave the honor to repo!'t the arrival of tbis ship at Hampton
Roads, fonr days from New York, in obedience to an order of the Navy
Department, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, together with a list
of tbe officers attached. to ber.

I have on board, as pas8engers, Captain Josiah Watson and 17
marines for the Niagaraj Mr. Patterson, acting master, and 8 men
belonging to tbe Minneaota, and 4 men belonging to the Freebornj also
a deserter from the Vandalia. I have also on board a small qnantity of
stores for the vessels of the sqnadron.

I beg to state that this ship is short of her complement 28 ordinary
seamen, 1 gunner's mate, and 1 armorer.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. HULL, Oaptain.

Flag-Officer SILAS H. STRINGHAM,
Commander in Chief of the Atlantic Blockadit/,{/ Squadron,

Hampton Roads.

Order oj Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. NaV1J, commanding West India
Squadron, to Oommande)' Goldsborough, U. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Unio-n, to proceed with that vessel to Hampton Roads.

U. S. FLAGSHIP ROANOKE,
Off Oharleston, S. C., July 15, 1861.

8m: You will please proceed with the Union this afternoon to Hampton
Roads. On your arrival there you will report yourself to Flag-Officer
Stringham or senior naval officer present. On your passage to Hamp
ton !Wads I wish you to look oft· Georgetown, S. C., Wilmington, N. C.,
Ocracoke Inlet, Hatteras Inlet, and Hatteras Cove.

Should you fall ill with any of the blockading vessels, you will deliver
one of the enclosed notices of a blockade to each of them and direct
them to liIerve it when they may deem it advisable and necessary. You
will probably find the Daylight off Wilmington, and the Albatross at
Hatteras Shoal or Inlet.

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Commanding West India Squadron.

Commander J. R. GO:J,DSBOROUGH,
Gunboat Union.

Order of Flag· Officer Pendergrast, U. S. Navy, commanding West India
Sqlla.dron, to Commander Lee, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. ship
Vandalia, to bl{)ckade Oape Romain Skoals.

U. S. FI,AGSHIP ROANOKE,
o.tr Charleston, K C., July 1.5,' 1861.

SIR: Yon will please proceed with the Vandalia oft' Bull's Bay, under
Cape Romain Shoals, and station your vessel there as It. blockader. I
enclose extracts of certain letters for your information.

G. J. PENDERGRAST,
Flag-Officer, Oommandit/,{/ Weat india Squadron.

Commander S. P. LEE,
OonuliRnding U. S. Sl,ip Vandalia.
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CONFEDERA'.I'E REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE.

Proclamation by the President of the Confederate States of America,
regarding letters of marque, April 17, 1861.

Whereas Abraham Lincoln, the President of the United States, has
by proclamation announced the intention of invading this Oonfederacy
with an armed force for the purpose of capturing its fortresses and
thereby subverting its independence and subjecting the frce people
thereof to the dominion of a foreign power; and

Whereas it hM thus become the duty of this Government to repel
the threatened invasion and to defend the rights and liberties of the
people by all the means which the laws of nations and the usages of
civilized warfare place at its disposal:

Now, therefore, I, Jefferson Davis, President of the Oonfederate
States of America, do issue this my proclamation inviting all those
who may desire, by service in private armed vessels on the high seas,
to aid this Government in resisting so wanton and wicked an aggres
sion, to make application for commissions or letters of marque and
reprisal to be issued under the seal of the Oonfederate States.

And I do further notifY all persons applying for letters of marque to
make a statement in writing giving the name and a suitable description
of the character, tonnage, and force of the vessel, and the nwue and
place of residence of each owner concerned therein and the intended
number of the crew, and to sign said statement and deliver the same to
the Secretary of State, or to the collector of any port of entry of these.
Confederate States, to be by him transmitted to the Secretary of State.

And I do further notify all applicants aforesaid that before any
commission or letter of marque is issued to any vessel the owner or
owners thereof and the commander for the time being will be required
to give bond to the Confederate States with at least two responsible
sureties not interested in such vessel in the penal sum of t5,000; or if
such vessel be provided with more than 150 men, then in the penal
sum of t10,000, with condition that the owners, officers, and crew who
shall be employed on board such commissioned vessel shall observe the
laws of these Confederate States and the instructions given to them
for the regulation of their conduct; that they shall satisfy all damages
done contrary to the tenor thereof by such vessel during her commis
sion, and deliver up the same when revoked by the President of the
Confederate States.

And I do further specially enjoin on all persons holding offices, civil
and military, under the authority of the Oonfederate States that they
be vigilant and zealous in diRcharging the duties incident thereto.

And I do moreover solemnly exhort the good people of these Oonfed
erate States, as they love their country, as they prize the bl~singsof
free government, as they feel the wrongs of the past and those now
threatened in aggravated form, by those whose enmity is the more impla
cable because unprovoked, that they exert themselves in preserving
order, in promoting concord, in maintaining the authority and efficacy
of the laws, and in supporting and invigorating all the measures which
may be adopted for the common defense, and by which, under the
blessing of Divine Providence, we may hope for a speedy, just, and
honorable peace.
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S. BARRON,
Oaptain, in Charge.

In testimony whereof I have herennto set my hand and caused the
seal of the Oonfederate States to be affixed this 17th day of April,
A. D.1861.

[SEAL.-] JEFFERSON DAVIS.
By the President:

R. TOOMBS,
Secretary of State.

Order from the governor of Virginia to Oommander Tucker, Virginia
navy, to assume command in James River.

RI<JIUlOND, VA., April 22, 1861.
8m: You will conduct the naval defenses of James River, cooperating

with the general officer in command of the land forces in that district.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN LEI'CHER.
J 'JHN R. TUOKER,

Virginia Navy, Norfolk, Va.

Order of the governor of Virginia to Oommander Tucker, Virginia navy,
commanding in James River, regarding vessels seized for th,e defensc of
the State.

EXEOUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Richmond, April 23, 1861.

8m: You are ordered to inspect all vessels which have been seized
by authority of the governor in James River or any of its tributaries;
to cause a valuation and assessment of damages to be made of Imch
vessels and their cargoes as may be absolutely necessary to lle detained
for the defense of the State; to take immediate measures for the pres
ervation of such vessels and cargoes as may not be discharged, and to
discharge all such as are Dot essential to be retained and to give cer
tificates to the officers and crew for their pay from the time of detention
uutil discharged, such certificates to be sent to the Executive Depart
ment, upon which warrants will be issued to the auditor for payment.

By order of the governor:
GEORGE W. MUNFORD.

Captain JOHN R. TUOKER,
Navy ofl'irginia.

Order of the Ohief of t/;,e Office of Naval Detail and Equipment to Oom
mander 1'ucker, Yirginia navy, commanding in James River.

OI."FICE OF NAVAL DETAIL AND EQUIPMENT.
Richmond, Va., May 3,186'1.

SIR: You will detain the steamer JamestotC'n.
By order of l\I~jor·GeneralLee:

Respectfully, etc.,

Commander JNO. R. TUCKER,
Virginia N at·y, Richmond, Va.

-----~--

• For 8eal, Be~ p. 693.
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F. FORREST,
Oommandant.

Order of the commandant na~~ Nor.fol.1'., V0.,. to ODa*aader Page,
VirgiMa -." ~lIg gf/lns and equipment for Ormtf!J!! IIIlGfwl, Vir
ginia.

NAVY YAltD, GOSPORT [NORPOLK], May 14,1861.
SIR: You will deliver as soon as possible to Lieutenant Fitzgerald,

for Craney Island, seven IX-inch Dahlgren guns, carriages and equip·
menta complete, and two 32·pounders, 67 cwt., carriages complete, etc.

Respectfully, etc.,

Capt. R. L. PAGE,
inspector Ordnance, Navy Yard, Gospot·t.

Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Oommandff Page,
Virginia navy, regarding guns and eqt~ipment for the O. S. B. York
town.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORPOLK], May 15,1861.
Sm: Please have the carriages for six: 8-inch guns of 63 cwt. made

first, and cause them, with t'le six: guns and equipments complete, to
be forwarded to Richmond as early as practicable, for the Yorkt01Nl.

You will also have two IX-inch guns and carriages and two 32·
pounders of 27 cwt. and carriages, with equipments complete, to be sent
after the order for the 8·inch carriage hal'! been complied with.

The pivot carriages for the one XI·inch and one X·inch guns may be
commenced, and yon are desired to have them completed as early as
possible. I have an order for 8-inch shells fitted and fnsed for the six
gnns to be monnted on the Yorktown (thirty each). Can you supply
them'

Respectfully,
F. FORREST,

Oommandant.
Commander R. L. PAGE,

Inspector Ordnance, Navy Yard, Gosport.

Order oftke comma.ndant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Oommander Hunter,
Virginia navy, appointing him to command the defenses of that yard.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], May 16,1861.
SIR: Yon will take command of the defenses now in progress of com·

pletion in this navy yard.
Detail the requisite number of men for the great gnns, and carry

them throngh the exercise at least once a day. You will have prepared
forty rounds of grape and canister shot for each gun, and cartridges
in like number, ready for immr,diate service, carefully put in the maga.
zine prepared for them at each battery, at which place you will have a
good supply of musket and pistol cartridges for the small·arm men.

The musketeers should be exercised at the loopholes and other posi·
tions, and every care taken to prevent confusion in caS6 of attack.

Lieutenant Manry will report to you for duty.
Uespectfully, etc.,

F. FORREST,
Oommandant.

Commander THOS. T. HUNTER,
Virginia Na,vy.
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F. FORREST,
Oomma.ndant.

F. FORRES'!',
Oommandant.

Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to OomflCandcr Page,
Virginia na1J1f, regardiny preparation 0]' guns and equipment.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT lNORPOLK], May 17,1861.
SIR: Be pleased to prepare for battery under charge of Captains

Shiels and Todd four 32·pounders, 42 cwt., flfty solid shot for each ~.
with carriages, eye and ring bolts, and all their appurtenances complete,

Respectfully, etc.,

Commander R. L. PAGE,
Inspector Ordnance, Navy Yard, Gosport.

Order of the commandant of navy yard, N01!olk, Ya., to Oommander Page,
Virginia navy, regarding preparation of guns and equipment.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK), May 17,1861.
SIR: You will be pleased to have prepared and furnished, on the

requisition of General Gwynn, and landed at Newton wharf in Norfolk
the following articles, viz: Four 27 cwt. guns, 32s; 4 carriages for solid
guns; 5 rounds of grape (20); 10 rounds of shot each (40); 5 roullds of
canister, if on hand; 150 boardin~ pikes; rammel'S and sponges, side
and train tackles.

Respectfully, etc.,

Commander R. L. PAGE,
Inspector Ordnance, Navy Yard, Gosport.

Instructions of commandant nal'y yard, Norfolk, to Oaptain Hunter, nr
ginia navy, regarding transportation for persons desiring to go North.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], May 20,1861.
SIB: A request having been made by the commanding naval officer

near Fortress Monroe under a flag of truce on Saturday last for the
safe condnct to that fleet of certain families supposed here and detained
against their wishes, you will proceed this day at noon in the steamer
Empire, under a flag of tmce, to the flagship of the fleet of the late
United States oft'that point, aud deliver to the commanding naval offi·
cer such women and children or other persons as may have presented
themselves for a passage to return to their Northern friends.

On your arrival, you will say to the commanding officer that a notice
was placed in the city papers, informing all wbo wished to ~o North to
report on Monday for a passage; and further inform liim that the com
manding general and myself will most cheerfully give every facility to
anyone to rejoin their friends who may elect to leave the State.

Respectfully, etc.,
F. FORREST.

Captain THos. T. HUNTER,
Yirgillia. Navy.
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Order of the commandant of navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Commander
Me Blair, Virginia navy, to prepare foundation for XI·inch gun to be
mounted at Craney Island.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], May 22,1861.
SIR: We are making a turntable .for the purpose of mounting an

XI-inch gull on Oraney Island.
You will please select the spot where you wish to place it, and have

dug a foundation 12 feet 6 inches by 12 feet 6 inches, and 28 feet deep,
the bottom smoothed off by a Rpirit level, and report when ready.

Everything here will be ready in four days.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _

T. T. ReNTER, Adjut4nt.,
For F. FORREST.

Captain WILLIAM McBLAIR,
Craney Island Battery.

Ordcr oj commandant navy yard, NorfoCk, to Lieutenant Jones, C. 8.
Navy, to assume command of Pig Point battery.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], May 24,1861.
SIR: You are hereby ordered to take command of the Pig Point bat

tery, and report to me from time to time, as occasion may serve, all
matters connected with your command.

F • FORREST, Commandant.
Lieutenant J. PEMBROKE JONES,

C. S. Navy.

Order of commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Midshipman Ilfayo,
rirginia navy, to proceed to Barrett's Point, Nansemond River, Vir·
ginia.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], Alay 28,1861.
SIR: You will proceed without delay to Barrett's Point, at the mouth

of Nansemond HiveI', and cooperate with Oaptain Philip in all matters
connected with his duties there, carefully drilling and exercising the
men at the great gUDS, etc.

F. FORREST, Commandant.
Midshipman MAYO.

Order oj commandant na.vy ya.rd, Norfolk, to Commander Pegram, Yir
ginia navy, to assume command oj Sewell's Point ba.tfery.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], Alay 29,1861.
SIR: You will report to Brigadier-General Ruger for duty for com

mand of the battery of Sewell's Point. You will cooperate with the
senior army officer in llladng that fort in perfect order, exercising,
drilling, alld instructing the Illen at the great guns. Lieutenant Fitz·
gerald will turn these duties over to you ane. retnrn to bis former
position at Craney I:sland.

Respectfully,
F. FORREST, Commandant.

Commander R B. PEGRAM,
Virginia, Nary.
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Order ofconunandant navy yard, Norfolk, to Oommander Jlaury, Virginia
nav,'f, to reliet'e Oommander Pegram in command of Sewell's Point
battery.

~AVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], J[ay 30,1861.
SIR: You will proceed to Sewell's Point for duty and relieve Com·

mander Pegram in command of the naval battery at that place,
intorming Brigadier.General Huger of this order.

Respectfully,
F. FORREST.

Commander W. L. MAURY,
Virginia Na'IJY.

Order of commandant navy yard, Norfolk, to Oommander Pegram, Vir
ginia navy, to assume command of Pig Poil~t battery.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], May 30,1861.
SIR: You are hereby detached from duty at Sewell's Point battery,

and you will proceed to Pig Point to take command of the battery at
that place, informing Brigadier·General Huger of the change.

Respectfully,
:F. FORRES1',

Oommandant.
Commander R. B. PEGRAM,

Virginia Navy.

Letter from the commandant nat'y yard, Norfolk, Va., to General Lee,
commanding Virginia forces, regarding the raising and docking of the
steamer Merrimack.

~ORFOLK, V A., May 30, 1861.
We have the Jferrimack up and just pulling her in the dry dock.

F. FORREs'r,
001nmandant.

General R. E. LEE.

Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Oommander Page,
"Virginia na'IJY, regarding guna and equipment/or Tanner's Oreek, nr
ginia.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], Jfay 31,1861.
SIR: You will be pleased to furnish Commander A. Sinclair with four

3~.ponnders, 27 cwt., and their carriages for the defense of Tanner's
Creek.

Respectfully,
F. FORREST,

Commandant.
Oommander R. L. PAGE,

Assistant Inspector Ordnance, Navy Yard.

N W R-VOL 5-51
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F. FORREST,
OommandaAlt.

Order of the Ohief of the Office of Naval Detail and Equipment to Com
mander Tucker, Virginia na,vy, regarding O. S. S. Yorktown.

OFYIOE OF NAVAL DETAIL AND EQUIPMENT,
Richmond, Va., June 3,1861.

SIR: You are hereby appointed to the command of the steamer York
town, and, in addition to the other duties intrusted to your charge,
you will superintend the preparation and equipment of that vessel for
service.

By order of Major-General Lee:
Respectfully, etc.,

S. BARRON,
Oaptain, in Oharge.

Oommander JOHN R. TUOKER,
Virginia Navy, Richmond, Va.

Letter from commandant navy lIard, Norfolk, to the president of tke Albe
marle and Ohesapeake Oanal Oompany regarding the use of steamer
Roanoke,

SIR: I hereby authorize yon to dispatch immediately the steamer
Roanoke, under command of Captain A. Sinclair, Virginia navy, to
Nallsemond River on important state service. I agree to pay for the
services of said steamer from this date to her return and delivery to
you at Norfolk.3O per day, and find everything necessary for her nav
igation and return her in good order. In case of loss, or the State
should elect to keep her, the purchase money to be .10,000.

Signed at Virginia navy ya,rd, this 5th dayof June, 1861.
F. l!'ORREST,

Oomtnandant.
MARSHAL PARKS,

President Albemarle and Ohesapeake Oanal Oompany, Norfolk.

Oancellation of contract for use of steamer Roanoke.

The con1lract for the use of the steamer Roanoke is hereby canceled
and the vessel returned to Mr. Marshal Parks in good condition.

Given under my hand, this 20th June, lH6!.

Letter from Brigadier-General Huger, O. S. Army, to General Lee, com
manding forces of Virginia, regardillg the usefulness of tke steamer
Roanoke in keeping open communication.

HEADQUARTERS FORCES OF VIRGINIA,
Norfolk, Va., June 7, 1861.

SIR: The great difficulty of communicatin~with and supplying our
batteries on the Nan~emond~iver has retarded the work on them, and
been of serious inconvenience to us. 1 determined to put a small
steamer on the river, and on the night before last Captain A. Sinclair
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took the small steamer Roanoke, which Commodore Forrest had char
tered and put at my disposal. Captain Sinclair ran her in very hand
somely, without being discovered by the guard boats of the enemy, and
she is now on the river; and, ill connection with the railroad to Suffolk1pnts us in easy communication with all the batteries on the Nansemona
River.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN,T. HUGER,

Brigadier·General, Oommanding.
Ml\ior-General R. E. LEE,

Commanding Forces of Virginia.

Report of Oaptain Barron, Virginia 'navy, to the governor of Virginia,
regarding nava1defenses of the rivers of Yirginia.

OFFICE OF NAVAL DETAil. AND EQUIPMENT,
Richmond, JU'M 10, 1861.

Sm: I have the honor to inform your Excellency that the important
duty of the naval defenses of the rivers of Virginia was assigned to
the officers of the Virginia navy on the 23d of April last.

A. few days previous the magazine at Norfolk, with upward of 300,000
pounds of powder and a large number of shells, was captured by Lieu
tenants Pegram, Sinclair, and Jones. This daring and unauthorized
attack placed at the disposal of the State an amount of ammunition it
would be difficult to supply, and, with the caunon taken at the Norfolk
yard, afforded all the material needed for the batteries.

The rivers of Virgiuia being undefended and exposed to attack, it is
due to the naval officers of Virginia to say that they went to work to
defend them with zeal proportionate to the necessities of the case.
Heavy carmon were moved to their destination with dispatch, ammu
nition and projectiles provided, men instructed, and every other prepa
ration made to repel an opposing force.

In erecting the batteries at Sewell's Point, at Pig Point, at Aquia
Creek, and at Gloucester Point they were attacked by armed steamers.
In each case the enemy were repulsed, and the works continued and
finished in spite of their fire.

The works on the Elizabeth, James, York, and Rappahannock rivers
are so far completed as to justify the belief that they will be able to
drive off any naval force that the U. S. Government can bring against
them.

On the Potomac River batteries have been erected at the terminus
of the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad on A.quia
Creek. In their incomplete state they were attacked three times by a
superior force, and in each case Captain Lynch repulsed the enemy's
steamers with considerable loss. It' the attack should be renewed
Captain Lynch is now prepared to strike a more serious blow.

The command of the steamer Teaser has been assigned to Lieutenant
Rochelle. Two 32·pounder guns have been placed upon her, and she is
now employed on the defenses of James River.

Captain J. R. Tucker is fitting out the steamer Yorktown with as
heavy a battery as she will bear. She will be ready by the 1st of July,
and will be a valuable auxiliary to the defenses of James River.

A. howitzer battery of six guns has been organized by Lieutenant
Parker. Four of the pieces are now mounted. The drill of the men
is perfect, and this battery will be valuable, whether employed in the
field or in the defenses 'Of Richmond.
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The frigate J[errimack has been raised, 80nd is now in the dry dock at
Norfolk. The other sunken ships will be r80ised as soon as the dock is
ready t.o receive them.

The enclol!led list m8orke-d A will show the number and caliber of the
cannon at the various batteries, 80nd that marked B the number and
caliber sent to the other States of the Confederacy.

180m, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. S. BA.RRON,

Oaptain.
[Hon. J ORN LETCHER,

Governor of Virginia.]

[Encloeurea.]

A.

NAVAL DEFENSES OF VIRGINIA.

Jamu R'"m·.-Caplaill H. H. Cocke, conuMaltdin!l ofllcm'.

Fort Powhatan, Lieutenant C. St. George Noland.

Six 32-pounders of 51 cwt. I Two 32-pounders of 27 cwt.

(NOTE.-Two more 32-pounders of 27 owt. and two more 32-pounders of 51 owt. a.re
to be 8ent for thi8 battery.)

Jamestown I8land, Lieutenant C. o.p H. Jones.

Three 9-inoh gun8 of 9,000 pounds. I Nine 8-inoh army Columbio.ds.
Six 32-pounders of 57 owt. Two 12-pounder army guns.

Steam tug Tea.tltn', Lieutenant J. H. Roohelle, Commanding.

Two 32-poumlers of 27 owt.

Steamer l"orktOtDn (preparing at Riohmond), Commander John R. Tuoker.

Will mount one 10-inoh pivotguu ofl2,000 IWill mount 8ix 8-inoh broadside guns of
~ounds. 63 owt.

WIll mount one &i-pounder pivot gun of
106 cwt.

(NoTE.~Twomore 8-inch gnn8 can be monnted on this v68861 and will be ordered.)

Arrangements are now being made for mounting sixty guns of dif-
ferent calibers and weights for the defenses of the city of Hichmond.
We are now organizing a naval battery of six 12-pounder howitzers,
four of which are now completed. They are preparing under theimme
diate superintendence of Lieutenant William H. Parker.

York Rit'tn'.-Captain W. C. Whittle, co"nlMlIding officer.

W6lit Point, Commander William Leigh.

Two 9·inch gun8 of 9,000 ponnd8. lOne 32-ponnder of 57 owt.

(NOTE.-Fonr 32-pounders of 33 cwt. are to be 8ent for this battery.)

Gloucllllter Point, Commander T. J. Page.

Eight 9-inoh gun8 of 9,000 ponnds. lone 32-pounder of 33 cwt.
Two 32-ponnders of 57 owt. One 32-ponnder of 27 cwt.

(NOTIt.-Five more 32-pollnders of 27 cwt. are to be sent for this battery.)

Yorktown, Commander .J. L. Henderson.

Two 8-inch army Columbiads. I }<'our 8-inch army b'lrbette guns.
(NoTE.-Two more 8-inch gun8 a.re to be 8ent for this battery).
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POWm4c Rifler.-Caplai" W. F. Lywoh, OOIl&lIllJlldittg officer.

Aquia Creek, Captain W. F. Lynch.

Two 8-inch guns of 63 cwt. '[ One Parrott ritled
company).

805

Potomac Creek, Lientenant William Taylor Smith.

Two S2-ponndere of 27 cwt.

Hill battery (near to the right of Aquia Creek), Lieutenant Charles C. Simms.

Two 8-inch army Columbillds on harbette carriages.

Simms' Point, near to the left of Aquia Creek (masked battery).

One 8-inoh gnn of 63 cwt. I Three Parrott rifled fieldpieces.

Potomac Creek Bridge,Commandel' R. D. Thorburn.

One 8-inch gnn of 63 cwt.

Rappalwnnock Ril·er.-Captain R. G. Robb, commanding officer.

Lowry's Point, Lieutenant Henry H. Lewis.

Two 8-inch army Colnmbiaus. I Two S2-pounders of27 cwt.
(NoTlc.-Three 8-inch guns of63 cwt. have been ordered to be prepared at Norfolk

for the naval defenses of the Rappahannock.)

Harper', Ferry.-L~tellalltChar/e, M. Fatmtleroy.

Two 32-poundere of 57 owt.

Elizabeth Rifler and mcinity.

Fort Norfolk, Commander A. Sinclair.

Twelve 9-inch gnns of 9,000 pounds. I Fonr 32-poundertl of 51 owt.

Fort Nelson naval hospital, Commander Charles F. McIntoeh.

Two 8-inch gnns of 55 cwt. IFive 32-poundere of 51 cwt.
Eight 32-pounuere of 57 owt.

Craney Island, Commander William McBlair.

One to-inch pivot gun. I Six 8-inch gnns of 55 cwt.
Ten 8-inch guus 0(63 owt. Four 32.pounder gnns of 51 cwt

(NoTE.-Arrangements have been made for mounting thirty guns in all.)

Bueh's Bluff, Boatswain Young, volunteer.

Five 32-pounder gune of 42 cwt.

Pinner's Point, Lieutenant George W. Harrison.

Six S2-pounders of 57 cwt. IThree 32-pounders of 42 cwt.
Three 32-poundere of 51 cwt.

Sewell's Point, Commander William Lewis Maury.

Six 9-inch guns. ITwo 32-ponndere of27 cwt.
Two S2-pol1udere of 57 cwt.

(NoTE.-Arrangements have been made for mounting not 1688 than twenty gnns.)

Lambert's Point, Lieutenant John S. Taylor.

Six S2-poundere of 59 cwt.

Barrett's Point, Lieutenant J. Pembroke Jontlll.

Six S2-ponndere of 57 cwt.
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Town Point.

(Number and caliber of guns not reported. Arrangements have been made for
mounting five guns.) .

Pig Point, Commander R. B. Pegram.

Four 8-inch /tUns of 55 cwt. Four 32-pounders of 42 cwt.

Frigate United Statu, receiving ship, Commander Thomall B. Rootee.

Spar deck, three 9-inch guns of 9,000 ' Gun deck, sixteen 32-pounders of 51 cwt.
pounds. i
(NoTE.-In addition to preparing this v6IIBel all a school ship for drilling men,

she hall been provided with the above armament for the defense of the yard and the
gon park at St. Helena [Va.].)

The frigate Merrimack has been raised, and is now in dry dock at
Norfolk. She is valued; in her present condition, at not less than
*250,000.

Arrangements are now being made for raising the sloops of war
Germant01cn and Plymouth.

OPPICE OP NAVAL DETAIL AND EQUIPMENT,
Richmond, Ya.., June 10, 1861.

B.

Lut of gvltll .6ftt from the Norfolk navy yard to North Carolitta, TelI_.t'Il, Loviftatta,
and Georgia.

NORTH CAROLlXA.

Two 32-ponnders of 42 cwt.
Four 32-pounders of 27 cwt.
Four 24-ponnders of 31 cwt.
Twenty 32-pounders of 61 cwt.
Ten 32-pounders or 57 cwt.

Total, 80 guns.

Ten 32-pounders of 46 cwt.
Ten 8-inch guns of 63 cwt.
Twenty 32-pounder carronades 17 or 18

cwt.

TENNESSEE.

Ten 32-pounders of 42 cwt. Thirty-two 32-pounders of 61 cwt.
Total, 4:! guns. Teu 42-pounders of 70 cwt. were also sent from Richmond.

LOUISIANA.

Eight 8-inch guns of 63 cwt.
One 9-inch gun of 9,000 pounds.

Total, 21 glins.

Two 32-pounders of 27 cwt.

IEight 32-pounders of 33 cwt.
, Four 32-pounders of 27 cwt.

GEORGIA.

Letter/rom Major· General Lee, O. S. Army, Oommanding Virginia forces,
to the gOZ'er110r of Yirginia, making statement regarding 1nilitary and
naval preparation for defense of that State.

HEADQUARTERS, Richmond, Va., June 15,1861.

Sm: Agreeably to your request, I submit a statement of the military
and naval preparation for the defense of Virginia, from the period of
ber separation from tbe U. S. Government to the date of transfer of
the military opera.tions of the State to the Confederate Government.
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Arrangements were first made for the establishment of batteries to pre·
vent the ascent of our enemy by hostile vessels. As soon as an exam
ination was made for the selection of sites their constrnctlOn was begun
and thelr armament and defense committed to the Virginia navy. Prep
arations were also begun for receiving into the service of the State vol·
unteer companies, and for organizing, arming, and eqUIpping them.
Mustering officers were appointed, rendezvous established, and pro
vision made for their subsistence and shelter. The primary estimate of
the number of troops of all arms requh'oo, based upon the points to be
defended, amounted to 51,000 men. The estimated quota of each por
tion of the State has been furnished, except from the western section.
Arrangements were made for calling out the volunteers from the west·
ern section at the same time and in the same manner as from the
eastern section, but as yet it has been feebly responded to.

Complete returns from the troops in the field have not and, from the
nature of things, can not for some time be received; but from the best
source of information within our reach, the number of Virginia. troops
is about 35,000. This amount probably falls below the real number, for
referring to the report of the colonel of ordnance, it will he seen tha.t
he has issued 2,054 rifles and carbines, and 41,604 muskets, in addition
to pistols and sabers to the cavalry. Thirteen thousand arms have also
been issued from Lexington1making a total of 56,658. Seven thousand
of those from Lexington an<1 several thousand from the arsenal at Rich·
mond have been issued to troops from other States; but as mauy of the
Virginia companies, supposed- to be about 5,000 men, were armed and
equipped when received into the service of the State, should the num
ber of nnarmed companies from other States not differ materially from
the number of armed companies of the State, the number of Virginia
troops in the field may be assumed to be about 40,000. When it is
remembered that this body of men were called from a state of profound
peace to one of unexpected war, you will have reason to commend the
alacrity with whi(jh they left their homes and families and prepared
themselves for the defense of the State. The assembling of men, how
ever, was not the most difficult operation. Provision for their instruc
tion, subllistellce, equipment, clothing, shelter, and transportation it)
the field required more time f!!,-t • , ~r. Ammunition of every kind had
to be manufactured. The (larnages of the guns for river, land, and
field service had to be made, with the necessary implements, caissons,
battery wagons, etc. One hundred and fifteen guns for field service
have thus been provided, from which twenty light batteries of four guns
each have been furnished, with the requisite horses, harneRs, etc.
. For tbe defense of .James River, two batteries and two steamers have

been provided, mounting, altogether, forty guns, ranging iu caliber
from 32-ponnders to 8 and 9 inch Columbiads. Arrangements are ah;o
in process for mounting sixty guns, of dIfferent weights, on the defenses
around Richmond, and a naval battery of 6 to 12-pounder howiters is
iu process of organization.

On York River three batteries have been constructed, mounting
thirty guns, of caliber similar to the guns on James River.

Sites for batteriel'l on the PotomaC} have also been selected, and
arrangements were in progress for their construction, but the entire
commallli of that river being in the possession of the U. S. Govern·
ment, a larger force is required for their security than could be devoted
to that purpose. The batteries at Aquia Creek have only been pre
pared. Twelve guns are in position there.



808 A.TLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

On the Rappahannock River a (-gnn battery of 32-ponnders and
8-wch Columbiads has been erected.

Six batteries have been erected on the Elizabeth River, to guard the
approaches to Norfolk and the navy yard. They mount eighty-five
guus, 32.pounders and 8 and 9-inch Oolumbiads.

To prevent the ascent of the Nansemond River and the occupation
of the railroad from Norfolk to Richmond, three batteries have beeD
constructed on that river, wbich will monnt nlUeteen gnns.

The frigate rnited State8 ha.'! been prepared for a 8chool 8hip, pro
vided with a deck battery of nineteen guns1.32-ponnders and 9·iuch
Columbiads, for harbor defense. The frigate Merritllack has been raised
and IS in the dry dock, and arrangements are made for raising tbe Ger
malltOlcn and Plymouth.

In addition to the batteries described, other works have been con
structed for their land defense, exceeding in many instances the works
011 the batterIes themselves. Au extensive line of field works has been
erected for tbe security of Norfolk 011 the sides toward the bay.
Redoubts for the same purpose have been constructed at Jamestown
IHland, Gloucester Point, Yorktown, and across the lIeck of land below
Williamsburg. I have confined myself to a general narration of opera
tions, and for the details refer you to the reports of several chiefs of
sta1f.

Very respectfully, etc.,
R. E. LEE,

General, C07Ilmatldittg.
His Excellency .JOHN LETCHER,

GO'l'tJrOOf' of Virginia.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy of the COft/ederat.e Stat.ea, to GtJt·
eraI Lee, C. 8. A rmy, commanding Virginia forces, regarding auip
ment to army duty of' C. S. S. Teaser.

CONFEDERATE STATES,
Na1'y Department, Richmond, June 17, 1861.

SIR: Yonr letter of the 16th instant was this day received.
I understand that. the TeasN', the stea.mtlr referred to, has been doing

the duty to which you desire to assign her; but orders will this day be
given to her commanding officer to report to you forthwith for duty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. R. MALLORY,

Secretary of the 1favy.
General ROBERT E. LEE,

General, Commanding T'irginia Forces, Richmond, Va.

Ord.er from Major. General Lee, C. S. Army, commanding at RicAtfI()lUl,
Va., to Lie1~tellant Carter, C. So Navy, commanding C. 8. 8. Teaser,
regarding cooperation in defense of James River.

HEADQUARTERS, Richmond, Ya., June 18, 1861.
SIR: It is desired that the C. S. steam tender Teaser shall unite with

the batteries at .JameRtown Island in defense of James River, and be
employed in obtaining intelligence of the movements of hostile vessels
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and the landing of troops on either side of the river. It is important
that you particularly watch the landillgs in the vieinity of Grove
wharf. on the left bank, and Stone House wharf, on the right bank,
below Jamestown, and endeavor to give notice to the troops on either
bank. A body of infantry guard the former poillt, and a troop of
cavalry commanded by Captain Ruffin, patrol the country about Bur
well's Bay to convey intelligence to the troops at Sutl'olk. It is sug
gested that you establish a system of signals as a means of communi
cation with the troops, and take every precaution not to jeopardize the
safety of your boat l)y proceeding too flu beyond the protection of the
guns of the batterietl. You will report to the commanding officer of
Jamestown Island, to whom a copy of your ordero will be sent.

Respectfully, etc.,
R. E. LEE,

General, Oommanding.
Lieutenant R. R. CARTER,

Oommanding O. S. Steam Tender Teaser.

Letter from the gQ1lernor of Yirginia to the Virginia. State convention,
en{}loBing list of vessels employed by thn.t State.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, June 24, 1861.
GENTLEMEN OF 'l'HE CONVENTION: The report of Captain Barron,

herewith transmitted, will furnish the information called for hy your
resolution, adopted this day.

Respectfully,
.TOHN LETCHER.

[Encloenre.]

LiBt of "u8elB employed by the State of rirginia.

OFFICE OF ORDERS AND DETAIL, June2·J, 1861.
Steamer Virginia, Rappahannock River; compensation, .~,ooo per

month and cost of coal, provisions, amI repairs.
Steaml'r Logan, 1"ork River; compensation, '2,000 per month and

cost of coal, provisions, and repairs.
Steamer Yorktmon, Richmond, Va., seized; fitting out as a vessel of

war to carry 8 gnns.
Steamer Jamestown, Richmond, Va., seized.
Steam tug Teaser, purehase<l; mounts two light 32·pounder guns;

employed on James River, Jamestown Island.
Steamer Northampton, purchased for '45,000; James River.
Steamer Gem'ye Page, Reized at Alexandria; at Aquia Creek.
Steamer Empire, at Nort'olk; terms of charter not reported.

S. BARRON,
Oaptain, in Oharge.

Order of the commandant nary yard, Norfolk, ra., to jlfr. H. Herbert,
regarding the obstructing of tile channel of the Elizabeth River, Vir
ginia.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT rNORFOLK], June 24,1861.
SIR: You are hereby antIlOrized to take in chargoe the work to obstruct

tIle channel below, and to collect the requisite numbers of men and
amount of material, etc., to efl'ect the same.
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F. FORREST,
Oommandant.

The executive officer of this yard will give you every facility in his
power. A part of the work is in charge of Boatswain Smith.

Respectfully,
F. FORREST,

Oommandant.
Mr. H. HERBERT,

Master Mason, Navy Yard, Gosport.

Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Oommander Fair
fax, O. S. Navy, regarding the replacing of guns in the batteries of the
yard.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], JU'NJ 24,1861.
SIR: The ~ommodoredirects me to say to you that he wishes at once

to replace the guns in the yard batteries, together with all proper JDuni
tions, etc. He leaves the selection of the gnns to yourself, but no time
is to be lost.

Yours, etc., T. T. HUNTER,
PM" Oommanda.t.

Commander A. B. F A..IRFAX,
Inspector of Ordnance.

Order of commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to Oommander Hunter,
O. S. Navy, to report to Brigadier-General Huger, O. S. Army, as
bearer offlag of truce.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], June 24, 1861.
SIR: You will report to Brigadier-General Benjamin Huger for the

purpose of bearing a flag of truce to Fortress Monroe. The steamer
Empire will be detailed for that duty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. FORREST,

Commandant.
Commander T. T. HUNTER,

0.8. Navy.

Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va.I to Lieutenant Poin
dexter, C. S. Navy, to report to Brigadier-Genera Huger, O. S. Army,
as bearer offlag of truce.

NAVY YARD, GoSPORT [NORFOLK], June 29,1861.
SIR: You will report to General Huger as bearer of a flag of truce

to the commanding naval officer off Fortress Monroe.
You will inform General Hnger that the steamer Empire is placed at

his command for this service.
Respectfully,

Lieutenant C. B. POINDEXTER,
O. S. Navy.
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R. E. LEE,
General, Oommanding.

Order from Jl{ajor- General Lee, O. S. Army, commanding at Richmond,
Va., to Oaptain Rollins, O. S. Navy, to assume command of the naval
defenses on James River.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE FOROES,
Richmond, Va., July 10, 1861.

OAPTAIN: A copy of the order assigning yon to the charge of naval
defenses of James River is herewith enclosed. You are desired to push
forward the armaments as fllo8t as practicable, and to continue the
examination of the river from Day's Point to Mulberry Point, with
a view of ascertaining the best method of commanding its navigation.
You are requested to report upon the advantage of establishing bat·
teries at Mulberry Point and the point opposite, and of interruptin~

the Swash Channel by loaded rafts or boats. Should batteries at Mul·
berry Point and the point opposite be considered advantageous, you
will state your opinion as to the propriety of establishing there the guns
now mounted at Fort Powhatan. You will take under your superin
tendence the general naval defenses of the riv~ and the service of the
batteries.

.Respectfully, etc.,

Oaptain GEORGE N. HOLLINS,
In Oharge Naval Defenses, James River.

[EDcl08ur8.]

SPECIA..L ORDERS, }
No. 217.
• •

HEADQUARTERS OF THE FORCES,
Richmond, Va.,'July 10,1861.

• • • • •
VI. Captain G'OOrge N. Hollins, C. S. Navy, having been detailed by

the Secretary of the Navy to take charge of the naval defenses of James
RIver, is assigned to that duty.

• • • • • • •
By order of General Lee:

GEO. Dus,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Order of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., to lfid.shipman
JlfcDaniel, O. S. Navy, regarding guns and eqvipment for Oedar Point
battery, on Nansemond River, Virginia.

NAVY YARD, GOSPORT [NORFOLK], July 12,1861.
SIR: You will take charge and deliver at Suffolk, Va., to Deputy

Quartermllo8ter Hurt, for Oedar Point battery on Nausemond River,
the following ordnance and ordnance stores:

2 32-poundeJ'll, 57 cwt.; 1 8-inch gun, 63 38 8-inch grommet wada, 100 32-pounder
cwt. grommet wad8.

3 breaching8, 9 tacklea, 38ponges. 25 32-pounder round 8hot.
11 rammeT8, 21adlea 18craper. 25 32-pounder bard wad8.
1 worm, 3 paaeing boxes, S primer boxea 10 8tands lO-inch grape shot.

and bUte. 25 standa 32-inoh grape 8hot.
S thumbetalls, 3 seta looka, lightl, and 150 oharl(ea of powder.

apron8. 200 cannon primer8.
S priming wirea, S boring bittl, 3 tom· (0 8·inch loaded 8hell.

pione. 10 8-inch can1Bter.

Respectfully, F. FORREST,
Oommandamo

Midshipman II. C. McDANIEL.
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Letter from Commander Whittle, C. S. Navy, commanding na'val defe1Uletl
on York Bit'cr, to Captain Ingraham, C. S. Navy, regarditlg the tratl8fer
of guns and equipment from Gloucester Point to rorktolCn, Fa.

WEST POINT, YORK RIVER, J1tly 12, 1861.
CAPTAIN: I inclose herewith the weekly report· of Commander Page,

in command of the naval battery at Gloucester Point. To the remarks
annexed to that report I be~ leave to call your prompt attention, and
through you, the particular attention of the Secretary of the Navy. It
appears from the report of Commander l'age that two 14-inch shell
guns sent to this (his) battery have been sent to Yorktown by order of
Brigadier-General ~Iagl'Uder, with equipment and ten live shells, since
last report. This is the first knowled~e I have hall of this transaction,
and I desire to be furnished, at the earliest convenience of the Depart
ment with clear and explicit instructions 011 this point. If the com
manding military officer on the peninsula is authorized to remove,
without. any consultation whatever with me, guns from naval batteries
which have been placed under my orders by both the highest military
and naval authority, my position here~t.'~commandingthe naval defenses
on York River is a delusion and a farce.

I am sir, respectfully your obedient servant,
WM. C. WHI'l'TLE

Commanding Naval DefenBes on York Bitler.
Captain D. N. INGRAHAM,

In Charge Office of Ordnance and Hydrography,
Navy Department, Ri<:hmond.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Tucker, C. S. NarY!!,
commanding O. S. S. Patrick Henry, to proceed on an active cruise.

CONFEDERATE STATES,
Navy Department, Richmond, July 13, 1861.

SIR: It is deemed important that the steam(\r Patrwk Henry, under
your command, shall leave James River at the earliest practicable
moment and make an active cruise at sea against the enemy.

The Department is unwilling by any instructions to limit your dis·
cretion as to the time and manner of running the blockade, your cruising
gronnd, or your return, confiding-, as it does, in your good judgment;
but it is evident that your success will be greatly promoted by your
escape from the river without the enemy's knowledge.

Should a doubt at any time ariRe as to the course to be pursued, it
may be solved by the consideration that, in accordance with the rules
of Christian warfare, you are to inflict upon the enemy the greatest
injury in the sllOrtest time.

It is believed that the speed of the Patrick Henry is greater than
that of any of the ships of the United States, and that her battery will
enable ller to ellga~e such vessels as the Harriet Lane and the char·
tered steamers of the enemy's Navy generally, thus affordin~ you the
means of' escaping from his first-class ships and of capturing those of
the second class. 'The possession of one of the enemy's cruisers of this
class, with her signal book, might ena.ble you to capture some of his
heavier vessels.

"Not found.
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Steam propellers are important to us, as are all ordnance and military
stores; and captures of this class yon will endeavor to send safely into
port.

Should you find it impracticable to leave the river, you will cooperate
with the military forces against the enemy, keeping watch by day and
night upon his movements, attacking and annoying him to the utmost
of your power.

8hould circumstances render it important to land your crew to coop
erate with tlle land forces, you will secure your ship under the guns of
the Jamestown battery, keeping her ready for inst.an t service.

You will impre8s upon your officers the importance of establishing
and maintaining good discipline, and of inciting every man to do his
duty; and you will specially report to the Department the name, place
of birth, age, character, and qualifications of every man under your
command, wh08tl good conduct, particularly in action, or in moments of
peril or excitement may merit your commendation.

You will keep this Department advised of your movements, and yon
will endeavor to prevent all publications thereof, not authorized by
yourself, as tending to defeat your objects.

With my best wislles for yourself and your command, I am, respect·
fully, your obedient servant,

s. R. MALLORY,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander JOHN R. TUCKER,
Commanding C. S. S. Patrick Henry, Richmond, Va.
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Cambridge, Steamer. Assistance rendered bark Young Greek..... 790
Cameron, S. P. Mentioned............................. . .. 231
Camey, John W. Mentioned .•.•.. ..•• .•.. ..•... .•.. 153
Camilla, * Yacht. Movementll of.. .. .••••• 735
Campbell, J. Mentioned.... •••..... .••••....... 127
Campbell, N. L. Report of callualtillll on board of U. S. S. Harriet Lane,

resulting from engagemeut with Pig Point battery...... . 698
Canby, Edward R. S. For oorrespondence, see War Depal·tment, U. S.
Candy, Charles. Correspondence with Samuel P. Heintzelman.: 224
Cantatore, Mrs. Mentioned .............•.................. _... .. .. . 9
Cape Henry, Va. NecP88ity for occupation of. Report of S. H. Stringham. . 649
Capitola, Sloop. Capture of 153,154
Care, Samuel. Statement of 1088 of barges J. C. Davia and Liberty.... .•.. 216
Carolina, Steamer. Mentioned......................................... ••. . 635
Caroline Anderson, Sohooner.

Destruction of •... . • . • . . . . . . .••• .•.. .. ..••.. ..••.. .. • •.. .. . . .. ••.• . • • •• . 273
Mentioned.... ••.. ..•... ... . .... .... .•.. ...• .... •.•. .... ..••.. .. .... .... 081

Carpenter, Jamea N. Mentioned .••••..••.....••..•••...••.••..••••• 267,351,577
Carr, Overton.

Correspondence with
Farrer, Solon ....•....•...••••••.•••...•••. .•••.. ...••• •••• . ..•. ••.. 713
Pendergrllllt, Garrett J .. .. . 718

Mentioned ......••.......•..•.........•..•................ 701, 7l3, 759, 769, 774
Report of attack upon boat party from U. S. S. Quaker City by Confeder-

atllll ...•.. ..•••• ....•. •.•• •••••. •••• .•.••. •••••• •••••• .•.• •••• 742
Carrick, W. Swing. Mentioned ... _.. .... ...•.. .... ...•.. •••. .... .•.• .... . 307
Carrioo, Joeeph L. Mentioned .......•.••.....................•.... 95,96,110,111
Canington, Edward C. Mentioned. . . • . . .•• . .. . •. . . . . . . . .. .... .••. 98
Carroll, Jane. Mentioned.. ...• .••••. ..•••. .•. •.. .. ••.. ...•.. 685
Carroll, John. Mentioned .........•..••.......••..•••••...........•.....• 280,28'
Carter, --. Mentioned ...•.•..•••....... _... •••. ••.. .... .••••. .. .. •.•. . 354
Carter, Mr. Mentioned............. .•••• .... ••••...• ...•...•.. ..••...•• •••. 548
Carter, Biram. Mentioned ..••.......••..............•..•.....•..•.•....• 452,453
Carter, Jeaee M. Mentioned.................................... •••. .. . •••. 613
Carter, Robert R. Correspondence with Robert E. Lee.... •.•. •••. •••. ••.• . 808
Carter, T. H. Mentioned.......... ..•. .... •.•. .... ......••.. •..•••• ••. •.... 187
Carter's Creek, Virginia. Expedition into. Reports of

Hooker, Edward .......•....•••••........•.........•...•.•..••••.•.... 403,415
Parker, Foxhall A... •... ..••.. ...•.. . ..•. 414

• Formerly America.
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p".....

Canre1le, John. Mentioned........ •••• ....•. ••.. .... ...• .... .... .... .... .. 231
Cueo, U. S. S. Relieved from doty in Potomac Flotilla ...•.............. :;or.5n
CaM, Ausuatua Ludlow.

Mentioned .•....•.••••.........•.............•.........•..••.. UO,157, 660, 77'
Report of disrespect shown to flag of truce by Confederates .... . .... 771
Statement of bomiog of IIhip Alleghanian.... .... .••••. . ...• itO

CaM, CharI... Mentioned............ •.•. ..•••• •••.•. •••• .... ••.• •..• . m
C..-ndra, Schooner. Captore of ..••.••....••...•.........••..•......... 299-'302
CaMiD, W. D. Mentioned •... .... .•.. ....•. .... .... .... .•.. •..•. .... ...•.. 231
Caatle Thun4er, RJobmoDd, VL Esc8pe of prillOners from. Report of A. A.

HlU"Wood •••••••••• •. •• •• • •• • •• •• • . •••• •••• •• •• •• •••• •••• •• •• . 375
Cather.r, Mn. Mentioned................................................ . 486
CatheriDe, Schooner.

Capture of...... •••• •••• •••••• ..•••. •••••. ...• .••• ••••.• •••• .••• ••••••.. 67'
Mentioned ....•..........•...................•..•. · .. 0.. .... .... ...•.. 675, 680

Catherwood, Thorn.. B. Mentioned.......................... ....•• ...•.. 653
Cecil, Steamer. Mentionllll............ •..• ..••.. .••• ••• ...• .••..• .... ..••.. 635
Cedar PoiDt, Va. Gona antllll}nipment for battery at. Orders Bnd instruc·

tions commandant Norfolk navy yard. ..... ... •.•... •••• .•••... 811
Chalmera, William H. Mentioned.. •••.. •.• ••••.. •••••• •••••• .•••••. •••••• liS
ChamberlaiD, CharI... See Ckr'- Claaberlaill, SUa_.
Chamberlin, Steamer.

Chase of ••••..•..••••.•••..••••••.••.. 0. •••••• •••• .••• •••• •••• •••• •••••• 12
Mentioned .....•.•••.....•.••••••••••.•.••...••••••••••••••••. '" ••• •••. 7, U

Chambera, Jamea S.
Correspondence with Andrew A. Harwood •••• •••• ••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• 170
Mentioned ..•••.••.•.....••.....•...••••.•••••••.•••.....•••• 0" •••• •••• 169

ChambU.., John R, Jr. Mentioned..... ... •.•• .•.. .... •••••• .•.• •••.•. . n3
Champanero, Schooner. Seizure of .......•••.••••. 0... 538
Chandler, Captain. Mentioned ....•..•••••••••••..••••...•.•..•••...•••••. , 500
Chandler, D. T. Mentioned....... ••..• •••• .••••. .••• .... ••••.... .••••• ...• 231
Chandler, Ralph. Mentioned.......... •••••• .••••• •••••• •.. ••. •••••. 722, 733, 784
Chandler, William.

Correspondence with Albert W. Reynolds et al........ m
Mentioned ••.•••.•••••.•••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••.••••••••••• 628, 630,670
Reports of

Dawn, U. 8. 8.
ConditioD of.... .. •••••. •••• •••• •••••• .. •••• •••• ••.••. 723, 736, 765, 768
Movements of.... .•.••. •.•. .... .... ...• .••• .... . .••• •... ..•. . .•. 732

Chandler, Zachariah. Mentlonllll.......... ••••.• .•.• ..•• ..•. .... .••• •••• .. 6U
Chapel Point, Schooner. Mentioned...... •••• ..•••• •••• •••••..• ...••..•••.. 93
Chapelear, George. Mentionlll1 ...•..•.•.••..•••.••••••...•••...•••0... .... ~

Chaplin, J. E. Mentioned ..........•••.•••.••••••....•••...•••.. 0 •••••••• 65S, 658
ChapllD, Jamea C. Mentioned. .•. ... .••. ...• ...••• .••• .••••• .••••• ••.• .•.• 575
Charity, Schooner. Mentioned ...........•.••.••••.•••••..•.••••.•• o •••• '0' 581
Charles Chamberlain, Steamer. Mentioned.... .•••.• .••••. •••••• ...• 523,5~ 586
CharI.. Henry, Schooner. Mentioned ••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••• '" •••• 59'J
CharleatoD, S. C.

Blockade of. See Blookaile of Southern por".
Movements of United States vessels to and from....... •••• ••• ••• •••• •••• 'l2'1
VeBsel. employed in and abont .••••• ••.. •.•. .••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••• •••• ~

Chase, Provost-Marshal. Mentioned.... ••.. .•.. •••• •..• •••• ••• ••• •••••• 600
OhaRe, Salmon P. Mentioned.. . •• • •••• . . . . . .••••. ••. . .••••• •••• •••• •••• 7611

For correspondence, aee 1'reaallry DlIpart_t, U. S.
Chatard, Mr. Mentioned. •... .•..•. .... .... .... .... .... .... •••• •••• •••• •••• T:l6
Ohatard, I'rederlok. MeDtioned .••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• '0' •••• •••• 2Ii
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Page.
Chatham, Sutler's achooner. Seizure of. .•..... .•.. ..•. .•.. 238
Chauncey, John S.

Correlpondence with
Navy Department, U. S•.........•..... ,... .•.... ...•.. .•.... •.•. 7M
Sewell, George...... .. . . . . . .. .... .. . . .. .... .. . . . . . . . . .. . •. . •. 773
Stringham, Silu H.... .•.. •••• ..•... .•.••. ...••. •••• ...•.. 772

Reports of.
Suequehanna, U. S. S.

Condition of ...•••••.•...........•...........••••..•.....••.'. . . . 772
Offer of rifled cannon for...... . .. .. . • . . .•. . 743

Cherry.tone Inlet.
Protection of Government property at.

Orders and instructions, Edward Hooker...... 514
R,eport of William F. Shankland...... ....•. 514

Raid on. See Titan, Tug. Capture oj.
Chester, Steamer. Mentioned.............................................. 785
ChioomU%eD Creek, Virginia. Necessity for armed launoh at. Report of

R. H. Wyman................................................. 11
Chimo, U. S. S.

M6Iltioned .••••• •••. .....• •... ••••.• ..•• •••. ••.... 558
Relieved from duty in Potomac Flotilla......••••. , 567,574

Chinn, Colonel. Mentioned................. . ...• •.•. 223
Chisholm, Thoma.. Mentioned , .............•.•..•.................. 696,723
Chouan. Colonel. Mentioned. ....•. 223
Christian, Joaeph. Statement of affair between U. S. S. Monticello and Con-

federates on Rappahannock River, June 24,1861.. ..... .... 740
Chrlatopher, Riley. Mentioned...... .... ...• .... .... .••••. ••••.. .•.... 223
Chum, W. B. Mentioned.................................................. 40
Ciroua Point, Va. Expedition to. Report of Foxhall A.. Parker.. 411
City of Richmond, Steamer. Mentioned.................................. 675,677
Clagett, lIaurice. Mentioned .................••..•.....•.. ,. 227
Clankin., S. W. Mentioned...... ...• ••••.. ..•..• 20
Clara Ann, Sloop. Capture of. . . ..•. • •... 308,309
Clark, E. Mentioned .............•••............• '" ...•............ " 73
Clark. Wenael. Mentioned ..•• .•.. •....• •... 365
Clarke, --. Mentioned. . . . • . • . . . . .. ••. . . . .• . ••. .. . . . . . . . . .. . 823
Clarke, Mr. Mentioned.. ....•. ...• ..•.•. .•••.• •..• 65
Clarke, Prank. Mentioned................. .•. ..•... . .. 212,253,314,591
Clarke. Robert II. Mentioned............................................. 349
Clary, W. P. Mentioned ...........•••.••........ "" .•.•.. S77
Clay, T. W. Mentioned........ ..•... ..•• 345
Claybrook, Colonel. Mentioned ...........••... :... ...• ..••.. .•.. •......... 582
Clayton, Captain. Mentioned.......... •••• •..... ..•• ..•• 306
Clayton, Edward. Mentioned.................•••••...•••....... 636,637,680,716
Claytor, R. B. Mentioned. .... .... ..•. .... .•.. ..•.•. .... .•.• ..••.. .••• .••• 306
Clinoh, General. See Gfl1Ieral ClitlCh, Stea_.
Clinoh,·Robert. See Robert ClitICh, Stea1lUlr.
Cline, Sidney B. Mentioned...••..•••••.•........ '" ••••••..••.•••.•.•.. 536,596
Cloae, Jame. H. Mentioned. .••••• .••.•. .•••.. ...••. ...•.. •••... 485
Clum, Alfred. Mentioned. ••• ••. ••• ..• . . . . • • • . . •...•• . • • • .. .. •. . . .• • •. . • 608
Coal, SuppUea of.

COJDJDunicatioDB from Samuel Magaw.. ••.. •••••• .••••. •••. 177
Orders and iDBtruotion8.

Harwood, A.. A ..•.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.•••••••••••••. 175,176,180
MoCrea, E. P. ••• . •• ••• •• . . . • • . • . . . . • .. .•.• •••• •• • ... ••• • •• • ••• 181, 182, 206
Navy DepartmeJ1t, U. S ••••••.••••.•.••••• '" ••••••••••••.••••• 87,173, 17'
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Coal, SuppUe. oI-Coniinued. hp.
Orden and in.tructiona.

Parker. Jo'oxhall A. .. . ....•. ..••.• .•••.. 512, 511. 516
Taylor, Jamell. ..•••. 501

Reporta of
Hanrood, A. A S&.I69. 170.173. lil.l78
Hooker, Edward "17,513,515
McCrea. E. P _ 176-173
McGowan. John.jr............ ~

Magaw, Samnel. 78, 17'
Street, William or _ , _ __ •••• 513

Coalle. William A. Mentioned ••.••. 382
Coan River. DelItroction of boatll in. Report of Foxhall A. Parker.... .... 495
Cobb, Charle. B. Mentioned .•..... _.. .. .. •.. . • • •. .... .•• • .. .... . . .. 42&. 457,598
Cobb. Bowell. See Howell Cobb, U. S . •cAoower.
Cocke. B. B. Mentioned...••••••••....••••.•.•.••.••......•••..••........ , 8lM
Cockpit Point. Va.

Abandonment of battery on. Report of R. H. Wyman ,. 23,25
Attack opon battery on. by U. 8. steamers Anac08tia and Yankee. Report

of R. H. Wyman. ....•. .•••.• 15
Dll8trnction of battery on. Report of 8amnel Magaw.... 121

See alllO Potomac Rifler. Patllage 01 CMtftJtkrate bat,., OIl, by ,,_I. of
Potofll4c Flotil14.

Code. Colonel. Mentioned ,. ....•.•. 90
CCIlur de Lion, U. S. 8.

Abstract log, December 15, 1861, to Jone 2, IR65 580-083
Boming of schooners Odd Fellow and Sarah Margaret _ _ 285
Capture8 made by. . ..... ...... .... .... .... 228,229,243,303, 306,312, 321,3&9
Destruction of boats on Coan River, Virginia """ .••• '96
Engagement with Confederate batteries at Port Royal, Va., December "

1862 . _ _... . .•• .. .••••. •••• •••••. ••.. 184,191
Expedition to Gwynn's Island, Virginia _. U7
Gnarding Gnnpowder bridge, Maryland.. •••• . •.•••. •••• 21M
Mentioned 28,47,75, 100, 129, 1'5,1"6,148, 151,

153,161,167,171,176,178,183,185,186,189,198,200,203,205,230,2«,256

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.
'26, <l38, '96, 502, 506, 508, 531, 5ol8-M5, 558, 586, 587, W-l, 599, 600, 001, 613

Movements of _ _ _ 37,71
Operations, etc., in Potomac River Us, 158,2'19
Orders for movementB. . . . . . . ... . . . . • . . . .. • •.. .••• .•. . . . .. .••••. 296, 348
Relieved from duty In Potomac Flotilla.... ...••. .•.. . ..•.. 567,5U

Coffee, C. S. privateer. Captore of prize brig Hannah Balch...... ••.. 7«
CofBn, Edwin. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S. .... 5W
Coggeahall, T. '" J. Report of depredations committed by C. 8. privateer

Jefferson Davis " "" 787
Cohen, Andrew J. Corre8pondence with David McM. Gregg...... ..•••. .•.. 186
Colamer, A. W. Mentioned " ,... ..•. .••••. 233
Cole, Mr. Mentioned............... .•..... ..• .•. .••. 5!T7
Cole, BeDjam1n. Mentioned "" 146
Cole, Daniel J. Mentioned 166, S36, 337, 339
Coleman, Robert. Mentioned................................. •... 522
Collier, R. R. Mentioned _... 6'8
Collin., John, jr. Mentioned ~ 220, 225,231, 2S2
Collins, Napoleon. Mentioned " ....•. .•..•. ...••. ..•... .•••.. .••.•. 711
Colouel O. G. Sawtelle, Steamer. Mentioned...... .••••. ..••.• •••••• •••••• 688
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Colquitt, Peyton B. Report of engagement between U. S. steamers Monti.
cello and Thomas l''reebom and Confederate battery at Sewell's
Point, Va ..•......••...•. _.. ..••.. ..•... 647

Colton, Richard Mentioned .•.......•..............................••. 80,96, III
Columbus. Steamer. Mentioned. ..... . ... . . •.•... ..•... •... . . 582
Commodore Barney, U. S. S. Mentioned 464,560

Orders for movements ....•.............................. """ ..••.• 286
Relieved from duty in Potomac Flotilla. . . .. 567,574

Commodore Foote, Steamer. Montioned....... ..•••. ..•. 422
Commodore Jonea, U. S. S. Mentioned 323,328-330,592
Commodore Morrla, U. S. S. Mentioned .......•.............•.•. 328-330,332,592
Commodore Read, L. S. S.

Abstract log, September 8,1863, to June 21,1865 ....•.....•......••.•.. 583-586
Arrival of, at l"ortl'ellll Monroe with U. S. S. Atlanta in tow .•.....•..... ,. 467
A88istance rendered ship Old Dominion and schooner James McGee. 569
Condition of ..•... .••. .••••. ..•.•. 509
Cooperation with the Army in expeditions to

Fredericksbnrg, Va ..............••.•.................•••.••..•... 5~24
Northern Neck of Virginia ..••..............••.............•...... 442--451
Rappahannock River .....••.••.................•.. , ..•.....••..... 527-531

Destruction of salt works in Shelton's Creek, Virginia.........•..•.... 454,455
Expeditions to

Dividing Creek, Virginia...... ...• ..•..• ..•... .•.... .... •••• .... .... 455
York River, Virginia..........•...•.......•....•.................. 532,533

Mentioned 196,361,362,367,374,377,380,381,383,384,386--390,402,408,409,
411,425,436, 437, 439--441,452,453,456, 457,463,468,474--477,480,482,490,
496, 502, 506,508,510,512,514-518,520,521,541, 543-546,548,549,551-553,
555, 560-562, ~,570-573, 593, 594, 596, 597, 59!l, 602, 604, 608, 61l~13

Operations, etc.
In consequence of capture and destruction of steamer Harriet De

Ford... 545
In colllOquence of capture and destrnction of U. S. picket boat :Ko. 2

by Confederates...... .•.••. .•••.. ..•.•. .. . . 486--488
In Rappahannock River.....•.......• , ..••.. .•.•.. 526

Orders for movements. .. .•.•.. 400, 461, 464, 465, 525, 542, 566, 573
Relieved from duty in Potomac Flotilla.... ... ... .. .. .. .... ... . .•.... 574

Confederate State. Authoritiea at Port Royal, Va. Correspondence with
S. Magaw.... 200

Confederate Troops. Mentioned. Cavalry-Regiment: 2d,457..
Conrad, ThoD1lUl N. Arrest of. Report of }'oxhall A. Parker.... . .•.. ...•.. 555
Contrabanda. See Refugee_, etc.
CODway, Belle. See Belle COflway, So1&o01lIW.
Cook, Alfred. Mentioned , ...•.. . ..•••. .•.. ..•... 673
Cook, Charl_ L. Mentioned ..........................•.•.......... '" . 81
Cook, Lewis G. Mentioned 42j, 426, 429, 437, 496, 502, 506, 508, 523, 531
Cooke, B. Mentioned...... ....•. 114
Cooke, Henry S. Mentioned ...•................... : 336,337,344,345
Cooke, J. C. Mentioned ...•.• .••. .•.••. 114
Coop, Henry J. Mentioned•..............•....•••....•...... 496,502,506,508,531
Cooper, Charle.. Mentioned.... ....•... 309
Cooper'. Point, Steamer. Mentioned ...........•..••.••..•.•........... 67,73,391
Copernicus, Bremen bark. Mentioned..................................... 692
Coquette, Schooner.

Capture of.. ...•.• .•. .. . .•.. .. . .. 490
Mentioned...... .... .••••. .•.• ..••.. .. .. ....•. .••••• •..• •••••. 344-346,491
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CorbtD, 'Waab1Dctoa. Meauoned ...•.......•••...•.•.•.••••..••• '" ••.•...
Corey, David B. Mentioned .....••.•....•...........•...........•....... _.
Condab, Iaaao. Mentioned .•.••.••••••.....•...••.....•....••••...........
ConriD, U. S. Cout Survey deamer.

Mentioned ..........••••....•....••••....................... _ 62,80,106
Open.tiODB, etc., in PotollUlO River....... ..•................. ro

Coeby, Prank C. Mentioned .......••..•............... ,. .•.... ••.. 80
Coedeu, Captain. Mentioned.......... ••...................... .•.•.. 466
Courtney, Buahrod E. Mentioned. .•. ... •....... ..•... ...••. ..•••. .... 81
Covtnston, S. Mentioned ..........• "" •............•.............••••. (83, 487
Cowan, Lemuel C. Mentioned ..•.•. •..• .•.•.. ...••. 5!19
Crab, Vincent. Mentioned .. _.....•.•.•........ _........•...... ,..... llll
Crabblea, Q. P., a: Co. Mentioned... ..••.. ..••.. 20
Craoroft, --. Mentiont't} ...........•........ "" .•......•..• , .....•... 96, 110
Crals, Robert B. Meotiuned ••.•••....••. : •.•.. "" •..••.•..........•...• ,. ~

Crandall, P. B. Mentioned ......••••••.••.•.••••......•.....••.•..... 65, 235,236
Crane, Andrew. Mentioned .....•............•••. ""'" .,.. 130
Craney Ialand, Va. Gunl and equipment for. See Virgi_ia. Preponatio••

for tkfetUe of.
Cranp, John. Mentioned...•••.....•..•....................•.....••. ,. .... 489
Crange, WilUam. Mentioned ..• .•. .••.•. •... .••• ...• •••. ••... .•.•. •... .•.• j89

Creighton, J. Blakeley.
Correapondence with Andrew A. Harwood...... ••••.. . .•.. 286
Mentioned 2ll5,286

Crlap, R. P. Mentioned ..•....••. """ .•••. ..••..••.•.•.. ••..... 211
Crttoher, John. Mentioned "'" •••• .•.. .•.. 2(5

Cropley, Samuel. Correapondence with Navy Department, U. S...... ...•.. 10
Crosby, Peirce.

Mentioned 669,775, Tl9, 788
Ordered to special duty...•••.•..••.•..•...•.••..................•.... 7~, 712

CrosIllUl, 'l'homa. M. Mentioned ...• ..••.. .•••.. ..••.... ..••••.. .•.. .•.•.. 7«
CrollWell, Caleb. Mentioned.......•••............•.•..••........•..•..•. 757,763

For oorreapondence, see St. Peter.burg, L. S. ooulIl.t.
Crowbar, Robert. Mentioned """" "" ••...••. _.
Crowbar, 'l'homaa. Mentioned ......•.•.......••.•.•.............•••.......
Crowell, L. Mentioned """ .....•.•...•••..
Crump, Charle. A. Correapondence with JOlleph Christian ..••...•.•••••••
Cruaader, U. 8. S.

Mentioned.... ..••.. •••••• ••.. ..••.. . . .... .. ... . ... ... 139,398,531,533, 560, 607
Relieved from duty in Potomac Flotilla ....••••......•....•.••......... 567,5U

Crutchfield, Stapleton. Mentioned "" ., ....•.... , ...•.. . ...•. ..•... 259
Cubana, 'l'ereaa. See Terua Cllballa, S~wl bark.
Cully,R. Mentioned..•••••...•••••••.•••...........•.......•.........•... , 127
Cumberland, U. S. sloop.

Mentioned .•••..••.••••••••••.••.. 623,626,628,630,631,635,636,669-661,664,665,
668-670. 67~75, 677~1, 683,687,690,691,693-697, 700,701,705-71:1,716,
718, 719, 721, 722, 725, 730, 733, 734, 736, 737, 74.l, 7~ 766-769,77{, 777, 78J

Orders for movementa... ••. .•.••. •... ••.. ..•.• .... ...• ..••.•••...... •... 751
Report of Flag·Officer 8tringham suggeating service for.. ..•. .•..•. ..•... 6t8
Request of commanding officer of, to participate in retaking of Norfolk,

Va .•••..•••• "" .••.••.•••••.•••.••••..••.•.••••••••.•••......
Suggestions of Flag ·Officer Pendergrast concerning ........•••....•..• , •.

CuDdlp, Mrs. Mentioned _..............•.......•••.........•...........•••.
CunniDgham, Mr. Mentioned .
CumdDplUD, Charle.. Mentioned ...••••••...••••••..•.••.•.•••....•..••••

880
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C1mDingham, J. H. Mentioned. ...••• .... •••• .•.. •••• •.•••. .... .... .... .... (91
Curley, BowliD. Mentioned ....•............•.•.....••...•........•. 250,251,605
Curran, Margaret. Mentioned..... .... •••• .••• .•.. •••••. .... ..•••• .... .... 685
Currituck, U. S. S.

Abstract log, November 27, 1862, to January 14, 1865..••••••••••••••••• 587--593
Arrival of, at Aqnia Creek, Virginia..... ••• ..••.. 71
Captnrea made by ..••..••............. _. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . •.. . . . . . . 208,

210-212,215,220-222,253,254,270,274-276,284,309,318,321,368,416
Destruction of 11&110 works by.... .•.. .... ..•. ••.. •••• .••• .... .. •••• 209,210,212
Engagement with Confederate battery at

Brandywine Hill, Va., December 10,1862•...••••.••••••••.. 191,192,194,195
Port Royal, Va., December 4,1862 .••.•......•••.••••••..•••••.••••. 183,191
Mouth of Yeocomico River, Virginia.... ..•• •... ..•... 482

Examination of IlOhooner George Washington...... •••••. .•.... ••.. 364
Expedition to Tappahannock, Va ........•...••••.•.•.•••••...........• 277,278
Hooker, E., appointed to command. .•..•. .•..•. ..•.•. .•.••. 367
Mentioned.... .••• ...• ... ... .... .... .... .•.••. 75,90,91.97-99, 112, 125, 128, 164,

165,168,171,172,176,178,179,184-186,189,190,202-206,207,217,257,260,
263, 265, 267,268,271,273,280,281,283,287,308,310,314,323-325,328,329,
332,334,343,351-353,362,366,367,369,374,378,380,382-384,388,389,391,
393, 398, (02,406-408,417,422-424,427,430,431,437,441, (00, 481, 487, 496,
502, &06, 508, 531, 543, 544, 549, 567, 573, 580, 583,596, 601,602,606, 607, 611

Operati01l8, etc., in •
Indian, Barnel, and TapP'8 creek8, Virginia. ..•. ••.... •... .••••• ..•••• 223
Piankatank River, Virginia. ....•....... ..•..... ...• ••. •..... ••. 223
Rappahannock River.... . ..•• ..•.•. .... ..•.•. ...•.. .•.... 269, 372, 429

Order8 for movements ......•.............•.•..............•....... 196,201,426
Curtis, Edwin II. Mentioned.... •••. .... •... •••• •••• .... •••••• •..... .•••.. 766
Cuahing, John. Mentioned .•.•.. ...•.. .......•••.. ••.. 241
CUllhing, John, jr. Mentioned .........•.•...•••••.......••.......•....•.". 24i
Cuahing, William B. Mentioned.... ...•.. ....•. .•.. •••• .•.. .••. 781
Custer, George A. Mentioned ...• ...• ...•.. •••. ...•.. 282
Custis, G. W. Parke. Mentioned """ ••.. 715
Cuyler, R. R. See R. R. Cuyillr, r. S. S.
D. C. Pearce, Bark. Aid afforded captain and crew of, by U. S. S. Minne80ta. 632
Dade, P. B., Mrs. Mentioned. •••... ...••. .•.•.. .•.••. 603
Dahlgren, John A. Mentioned _... ...• .... .... •.•. .... 696

For cOITCIpond6uct', 86e Xary yard, Wa.Aill!1lon, Cc)mfllalldatd 01.
Dahlgren, Ulric. Mentionetl .••.......•.••..........•••.•.••.. _.... .••. .•.. 155
Daiger, Joseph. Mentioned....................... . •••• .... .••••• •••••. .•.. 161
Dailey, Mr. Mentioned.... •••. •••• •••• ...• •••• .••. .••••. •••• ..•• .••••• •••• 5
Dale, U. S. 8100p.

Mentioned , . ..•. ...•.. .. .•.. ...• ...• 707,754
Ordered to duty in Atlantic Blockading Squadron .••• 710

Daley, Jeremiah. Mentioned ...•..........•••.....•...•......••.•••.• 191,192,196
Daly, Char1e.. Mentioned... ..•• •.•. •.•• ••••.. .... .•.••. .••••. .••••. ...... 632
DameroD, Henry C. Mentioned...... •••••. •••••. •••. ..•••. .••• •••• •••• .•.. 407
Dan Smith, U. S. 8chooner.

Ablltract log, January 1,1862, to July 28, 1863...... •••••• •••••. •••• •••••. 593
Captures made by...... .••.•. . ...••. •..••• . ..•••• 199,225-228, 230
Mentioned...•••••.••••... 159, 160, 174,206,206,215,216,246,260,268,298,307,332

Dan Webster, Steamer. Meotioned ..•.....••....•••...•. , 120,137,138,1-40
Dana, U. S.llOhooner.

Arrival of, at Philadelphia, Pa. •••. .... •..•....•. .•.•.. .•.... .•••.• .••••. 51
Operation8, etc., in Potomac River . . . . . . • • •. ..•. • ••• .• • •• . •• • • • . .... . . . . . ,
Orderll for movements. . • • •• • . • • •.. ..•• ... • •• ••• • . . ••• • • • . • • . •• . • • • •• •••• 12
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317
78

318

121
1«
98
~

219

1'IIp
5T1
297
382
153
200
584
522
m

6

DIlDiela, IJsektel. Mentioned ..........•••...•............•....•...........
DaJ'I'iqtoD, --. MentionOO........••.•....•...••••.....................
DIInct.oD, Mary. Mentioned.............••.....•.......•..•.....•.........
Dan., Andrew 1. Mentioned .........................•...••...••..•.......
Dam, BenJamin P. Me:ltioned .....••.....................................
Dam, CharI.. Mentioned•....•............•.•..........••...............
Dam, Drury D. Mentioned ••...•.........................................
Dana, CJeorse R. Statement of 10118 of barges J. C. Davis and Liberty .•.•..
Dana, Henry A. Correspondence with Navy Department, L. S.••••••.•••..
Dam, 1. C. See J. C. Dam, Barge.
Davia, ldenon. See Jeffer.OA DaN, C. S. prira""'.
Dan., ldenon. See Preridetlt. C. S.
Davia, Lady. See Lady DaN, SUaIlln'.
Dam, LarkiDc. Mentioned .•••••••••••..•..•...••••...••••.•••••.••••.••..
Dan., Lewia. Mentioned .•..••••.•..••••.••.•......•...•......•••....•••..
Dam, NeiL Mentioned .•••.•••••.•••••..•..............•.......... "" ....
Davia, Perry. Mentionod •••••••••..•••••.•.••....•........••...•...•••....
Davia, Raymond. Mentioned ..•.•••••..••••....••.••••••••••..•••.••••.•..
Dawn, U. S. S.

Capture of schooners General Knox and Georgeana...... .•..•. .•..•. •••.. 670
Condition of.................................... ..••.• 722-7U, 728, 736, 765, 769
Mentioned.... ...• .. . •... •..• .••••. .•••.• ...•.. .•.•.. 627,

630,635.661, 662,~, 665,~, 691, 706, 7'3, 'roO, 753, 768, 770, 7U, 785
Movements of.••••........•••..•..•.•••. """ .•••••..•••...•.•..•••.. 628, 'ilr.l

DawllOD, W1lliam. Mentioned. .... .•••.••••. ..•... .•.•.. .•••...•.••. ..••.. 582
Day, BenJamin P. Correepondence with commandant of Wuhington navy

yard ...••. ..••.. .... .... ..•... •... •... ..•• .•...• ..••.. •••. ••.. 571
Daylisht, U. 8. S.

Capturee made by. •••• •••• •••. .•..•. •••• ••••.• •.•... .•.... ... .•. ....•. 762.763
Mentioned.... •.••.. ...•.. ..•. 635, 662,~, 707, 7'8, 750, 753, 755, 780, 791,793, 795
Movements of..•.•••....•....••••.•...............•••••.....•••....... 709,716
Ordered to dnty in Atlantlo Blockading Squadron. •... .•.. •..• .••• •..•.. 687

Deagle, laaao. Mentioned .....•..•......•....••......••••....••....•••.. 452, 4.53
Deasle, W1lliam B. Mentioned ..•.•••••••••••••••••...••.......•...••••• ~ 4.53
Dean, Benjamin C.

Mentioned .........••.••.•.•••......•••• " 159, 199, ro6, 206, 2U, 216, 225, 226, 230
Reports of.

Dan Smith, U. S. sohooner. Capturee made by... ••• ..•• ..•. .•.. ••••. 2'J7
Urbana, Va. Shots fired over, by U. S. re\'enue steamer Heroulell. •.•• 160

Deas, Georse.
Correspondence with John Bankhead Magroder .•.. •••• ...•. ... .•.. •••••• 740
Mentioned.... ..•... .... .... •..• .••• .•.. .... ...•.. .•.. ..•• .•.. •••. •••.•. 811

Deaver., 1. Mentioned.............................................. .•.••• 491
Deaver.. 1. C. Mentioned ...•...••••••...••••. '" .••••. ...••. ...•.. .•.•.. . (91
Decey, Captain. Mentioned. ...•.. •... ..•... .•••.. •..• ..•...• •.. • 735
Deer, William. Mentioned.......... ...•.. .... •••••. •••••. •.•.•. ..•••. ...• 586
De Pord, BenJamin. Mentioned ...•.•.......••••.•••••..•••..•.••.••••.. 552,553
De Pord, Baniet. See HarrUt De Ford, Steamer.
Degen, B. Mentioned................................................ •••••. 1«
De Krafft, lame. C. P.

Correspondenoe with Andrew A. Harwood.••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••
Mentioned ..••..•.......•..•••.•.•••....••.....•.•••...•••..••••••••••.•
Report of arrest of blockade runners .............•.•••..••.••.••••••....

Delano. lame. B. Report of movements of party of marinell from C. S. ram
Virgi.llia ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. • 5S7



INDEX. 833

P&l!8o
Delano, William. Mentioned•......•...•.••.................••.......... 218,219
Delaware, U. 8. 8.

Arrival of, at Aquia Creek, Virginia. ••••...... ....•...•......... •.... ... 71
Cooperation with the Army in expeditions up Rappahannock River...... 522-

524,527~1

Expedition to Potomac Creek.... ..•... ..•... 575
Mentioned...... 75, 92, 93, 95, 507, 521, 526, 532, 555, 566, 567, 573,586,604
()peratioDB,etc.,in

Port Tobacco River ......•.....••....... :... ..•. ...•. .•.. 94
Yotomac River.... ...• .•.. •... .•••.•.......... 83

Delaware Parmer, Schooner. Capture of . _••............•............•.. 630,637
DeD1ll, John. Mentioned•.••.•........••....•.. , .......•••.......... ""'" 144
Demda, John U. See John U. Dlmnil, Sohooner.
Dent, Samuel. Mentioned .•.. ...• ..•••. ...•.. 291
Dent, W. L. Mentioned .•............•.....•................... "" 243
De RUIISY, Rem!i E. Correspondence with Garrett J. Pendergrast........... 635
De Treville, Willlam J. Mentioned .•••............•...••...... :... .... .... 652
Detroit, Steamer. Mentioned..........•...••............................. 308,607
Dezburgh, James R. Report of condition of U. S. 8. Harriet Lane __ .. 717
Diamond State, 8teamer. Mentioned...................................... 688
DiokinllOn, Joseph. Mentioned...... . .•.. ...•.. •••. ...• 282
Dilla, Mr. Mentioned. . . . .• .••• ••• • . . . • .. .••••. .•. • • . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . 5
DimiI, Willlam. Mentioned .•........•• _ _. 5
Dirham, Edward. Correspondence with Navy Department, n. 8 _.. .•••.. 6
Distriot of Columbia Troops. Mentioned. Infantry-Regiment: 1st, 854, 595.
Dividing Creek, Virginia. Expedition to.

Letter of disapproval from Foxhall A. Parker concerning.. . . ... . .... .... 457
ReporlBof

Hooker, Edward ......•••.••.••.. _.•............ _............•...... 455
Street, WilliamT .................................•............... __ 456

DIzon, Mr. Mentioned•...•..••...................... _.. 561
Dookray, William P.

Mentioned .....•.............•...........••••..•..•............... 205,246,257
Report of captures made by U. S. 8. Reliance ........•.•......•. 165,166,168,247

Doggett, Willlam. Correspondence with Robert H. Wyman...... 41
Don. U. S.8.

Abstract log, May 16, 1864, to July 31, 1865 _..•... ,.. .••• ..•• ...•.. ..••.. 593
A.asiBtance rendered U. B. transport steamer Nellie Pentz .. """"" _.... 485
Captures made by ...................•..............................•.. 497,551
Cruise of ...••.••........••.•••.•••.....•.......••......•..•..••.. _.. ... 503
Destruction of hOUBe8 on Fleet's Point, Great Wicomico River, and recon·

noiBBance in Rappahannock River, Virginia ...••. 490
Dispersion of Confederates at Jones Bluff', Rappahannock River ...• ...•. 521
Eastman, Thomas H., appointed to command.... .... ....•. ...•.. .... .... 479
Mentioned.•....•..••.......••••.•...•..••.......... - 475,477,478,482-484,492-

496, 502,.504,,506,508,510,516,518-520,522,525,530-532,53'-537,540,542,
544,547-550,552,555, 557--559,~, 570,571,573-578,585,586,599,603

Orders for movements ..............•••........ " . . •. • . . . . .. 49l!, 503, 507, 543
Domin, Thomas A. Mentioned , .....•• 122,471

For correspondence, see NavaZ ,tation, Baltimore, Commandant of.
Dorothy Haynes, Schooner. Examination of..••.•.....••....•..•...•.. _ 19,20
Dol1lClY, R. B. Mentioned ..•....•...•. ,.. ..••.. ..•... 136
Dorton, Henry P. Report of burning of steamer Kingston. 469
Doughty, Captain. Mentioned -.. 273,58\
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hp.
DouIlu. Charles. Mentioned.. . . •• . • . . . • .. . . . . ... • •. •• . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . .. 290, 293
Douslau. John. Mentioned .........• ~.. ••.... .•••.. ..•••. .... .... 1Cli
Downes, John. CorrelpOndence with Navy Department, U. S...... 463
DowD1n& CapUin. Mentioned. ..••.. •.•... •... .... .... .... !K
Downing, Steamer. Mentioned•...•................ _. . .. . . . . Il6
Downa, Ned. Mentioned •••• .•...•..•. .•..... ... .•.......... . ......••. .••. 5
Drason, U. S. 8.

AbIltract log, March 22,1863, to March 27,1865 ..•... , ...•.•••••••.••.•~
Captnree made by..•••••..• :...... .... ..••.. .•.. •... ..•••. 265. 268, 290, 292, 396
Condition of ..........••...•.••••....•...••.......... _.. _.... _••.. ...•.. 2t2
Engagement with Confederate battery near Jo'ort Lowry, Va., February 21.

1863 •••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••.••....••....••••.•.•••.•••• 235,236
Mentioned ........•......•..•••....... 92,105,129,170-172. 176, 178, 182. 2Cli, rol.

2'6, 248.256-258, 260-26t, 267, 287. 322. 330, 318, 350, 352, SM, 360, 362, 367,
m~_~~~ __~~~~~~~~~

Operations in conleqnence of capture of steamers Satellite and Re-
liance ........•.••.•.••......•.••.... - - .. 323, 328, 329

Orden for movements..•••••••.••.•.•••.••............................ ~,5lK

Relieved from dnty in Potomac Flotilla _ _...............• 567,5i(
Rumored attack upon..•••..••••.••.••.•..•....•...................... 189,190

Drake, F.A.
Correspondence wUh Navy Department, U. S.. .... ...•.. .... .... 7m
Mentioned. . ..•... .•.. .•••.• ••••.. .. ..•... .. .. .••... 730

Draper, Alonso G.
Correspondence with

Eastman, Thomas H ..••.. .. . •.. . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . •.•... «2
Hooker, Edward...... •. .. . .. .•••.• ...• (!is

Parker, Foxhall A ...•..•••... .••• .••. ..•••. .•..•. (,5()

Mentioned _.......•••... t22-424,433.~7,449-t51,612

Drew, Charles H. Correspondence with
Hooker, Edward..... ...••. ...•...... ...•.. 555
War Department, U. S ......•.•.•.•..................... _. . . .. . . . . . . 005

Drury, Charles W. Mentioned ......•............... _ _ 350
Drury, Samuel. Mentioned _ _ _ _ 350
Drury, William P. Mentioned. ...••. ..•. 350
Dubbin &: Pennyman. Mentioned. .. . . ..•... .. . . .. ..•... 5i9
Dudley, William J. Mentioned...... .••• ...••. ..••.. .... ••.•.. •... .... 358
Dungan, Thomas M.

Mentioned. .. .... ..•... .... . ... ...•.. .... ..•• .... .•.•.. .•.. 97, 159, 160, (83, 511
Report of shote fired over Urban.., Va., by U. S. rB"enue steamer Hercules. 158

Dunn, George. Mentioned................................................. 584
Dunn, W. A. Mentioned ...• •... .•.. 399
Dunton, Louiaa. Correspondence with Robert H. Wyman... 42
Du Pont, Samuel F. Mentioned............................ .. ...•.. . 731
Duryea, Abram. Mentioned ...•.................. ".. _....•.. _.. 668
Dyson, Logan. Mentioned ..... ".....................•............•... _ 536, 599
E. J. Petty. Schooner. Mentioned...... .... ....•• .•.. .... .•.•.. .•.. 00l
E. H. Herbert, Tug. Discharl'C1 of, from service ..••.......... _.. . U
E. Waterman, Schooner. Capture of..••.......•..•••..••....•.........•• ~2(7
Eagle, Henry.

Correspondence with
Braine, Daniel L ........•...........•...........•..... _.. _ .••• 6(5

Pendergrast, Garrett J . - --.. . ... ..•. .... .. ...• 672, 674
Stringham, Silas H... ... ...•.. ...••• .. ..•. .. ..•... •..• 670 671

Mentioned.... •••• •••• .••.•. .. .••. .•.. ..•• 631,64.4,662,669,671, 672, 676, 6'71: 78&
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Eagle, Heory-Continued. Page.
Reports of.

Monticello, U. S. S. Condition of. •••• ..•... .••. .... .... .... ..... .... 676
Prizes. Disposition of...... ... . .. . . . . . . ... . .... .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 680
Sewell's Point, Va. Engagement between U. S. steamers Monticello

and Thomas Freeborn and Confederate battery at.. ..•... 6«
Early, Charles. Mentioned .••• .•. ••. ..••.•.... ..• •........ .............•.. 368
Early, Jubal A. Mentioned.... .••••• •••• ....•..•.... ••.............. ..•... 458

See Potomac Flotilla. MOl:Clmmta of, ift oon'eq_oe of raid of Confederata Army
illto Maryland under Gfteral Early.

Eastman, Captain. Mentioned.....••••••••••.................. ,..... 369
Eutman, P. S. Appointed chief of staff of Potomac Flotilla. 479
Eaatman, Thomaa H.

Appointed lI.eet captain of Potomac Flotilla. .•.• ..•. .... ... . ... .. . . . . ... 406
Correspondence with .

Draper, Alonzo G .•..••. ••.. .... ..•... .... •••• .... .... •... ..•••. •... 442
Hooker, Edward....•..••...•....••....... 419,426,427, «5, 451, 463, 474, 475
Navy Department, U. S ...............•........................... 459,556
Parker, Foxhall A ...• .•.. ..•.. . ....•. •... .... .•.. ..•. .••• 543
Street, William T. ..•... •... . . .. .•.• •.•• •... . . 442

Mentioned...... .••• •••••. ...••. ...••. .••• ..••.. •••.. 15,21,407,410,

~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Relieved of duty as lI.eet captain of Potomac Flotilla.... •..•...••. .••••• 479
Reports of.

Don, U. S. S. Cmise of ..........••.. '" ... ...• .... .... .... .•.. .... 503
Machodoc Creek, Virginia. Combined Army and Navy expedition to. 410
Mattox Creek, Virginia. Operations in 535,536
Point Lookout, Md. Guarding prisoners at.. ...•.. 435,458
Potomac Flotilla.

Cooperation of, in movements of the Army ofthe Potomac 417, 426, 432-435
Movements ot; in consequence of Confederate raid into Maryland

under General Early __ 460
President, U. S. Search for assa88in of... ..•........................ 557
Satellite, U. S. S. Deetmction of wreck of _.. .•••.. .. &39
Transports, U. S. Convoy and protection of ...•.. (52

East River, Virginia. Expedition to. Report of R. H. Wyman...... 47
Echo, Brig. Mentioned ........•.••........•.•.............•........... :... 794
Eckert, Thomas T. Correspondence with

Buell, M. C. B .••••........•.... _. . .... ... . ... . ... .. . . 399
Navy Department, U. S....•..................... _. _ __ _ 399

Edelen, Philip P. Mentioned •••....... ....•. 480
Edmunda, Eli D. Mentioned _. __ . .. 370,536
Edmunds, Page. Mentioned _. .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . 299
Bdward, British bark. Mentioned........................ . 714,726
Edward, Mr. Mentioued. ..•. ....•. ..•. ...•.. 324
Bdwarda, Captain. Mentioned...........••..•......................... ____ 584
Bdwarda, Mr. Mentioned.................................................. 147
mder, --. Mentioned.......... . . .. .. ..•. ...•.• . .•.. ..•••. . .... .... 327
Eldridge, Henry C. Mentioned.... •... ..•...• ... .•••.. ........•... ...• 412
mdridge, Joshua H.

Correspondence with William A. Arthur. ...•.. •••. .•.... 555
Mentioned..•..••..•....•...••....•...•...•••....•••....•......... 527-629,533
Reports of.

Potomac Creek. Expedition to, in search of buried torpedoes. . •••••• 575
Rappahannock River. Operations in... '" ..• ... .•........ •..... ••.. 529
Satellite and Reliance, U. 8. steamers. Capture of, August 23, 1863... 333
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~

:BUsa IID4 CAtberlDe, Bri~ieh ~hoon6r. Mentioned..... .....•..•. .•. ••. .... 692
:BUsabeth River and VictDlty.

Defel1lle& of. See J"irgilli4. 1'rqH&r.ewu/or d~/." 0/.
Obetructing oC channel oC. Orden and in8truclion8, commandant Nor-

folk navy yard .••• .....• •••• ••••..•••••. ••••• ••••..•...•. .••• l!O9
Blla, U. S. 8.

Abetraat log, AuguRt 10,1862, to August:u, 1863..•......•........ _.. 596
Captt1J'll8 made by _.. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ••. . . . • . . .. 560
Condition or..... ..•. .•.• ..•• .••• .•.. ••.• .•........ 396
Mentioned .. ..•••. .. .••••• 85, 100, 103, 108, 1l~1l7, 138,

172, 173, 176-17/l, 180,~, 208, 256, 258, 260, 262, 265, 261, 273, 2U, 280, 281,
284,287-289,293,296,299,300,313,316,328,329,333,351,377,391-391,391,
400, .aI, 4~05,W7-Ul, 413-416, 421, '36. «1, «2, «5, «9-t52,~ 0157,
~, 469-471, 473, 496, 5O'J, 506,508, 531, 558, 567, 573, 574, 588, fm,lm

Bllery, Mrs. Mentioned. .•• .•....... ..•........ ••. ...•....... 9
Elliott, Stephen, jr., et aI.

Petition to 8hare in prooeeda of we of 8hip A. B. Thompeon .....••.••.~
Mentioned .........•.....••••....•.......•.........•...•...••••....••.~

lIlmor, Franoes. See FrallOtl8 Elwwr, ScAootulr.
Emel'On, Henry O. Mentioned ...............•.••..•.•.• , ...•......... ,. 320,321
Emily, Schooner.

Capture of•......•••...............•..... , ...•.....••..•.••..........• 274-276
Mentioned ...•.•.....•..•.... ,. . .... .... ... . ..•• .... .... .... .. .••. ... ... 590

Emily Ann, Schooner. Capture oC •.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 630,637
Emily Murray, Schooner. Capture of. ..••..............•..........•....• 228,229
EIIlDUl, Steamer. Ilentioned.... . .•..•. .... ...•.. ...•.. ..•. .... . ... 635
Emory, L. M. Mentioned .......•....•• """ ....•...••.. "" ...•.. 37i
Empire, ConCederate 8teamer. Mentioned ..................•••. """ 799, BOO, 810
Enchantre.., Schooner. Capture of . ..••.. . .. •.. ..•••. 1m
Engel, J. L. Mentioned .......•.•...•. , .........••••......•..•....••.... _.. li)3

Engram, James. Mentioned ....•........•.....••.. _ 358
Erout Mercke, Swedish 8teamer. Communication oC U. S. yioe-con8ul at

Liverpool concerning.... .••. •••. 776
Estep, John. Mentioned.............. .. .. ...•.. ••.... ..•.•. 96, no
Etheridge, J. H. See J. H. Et1ltridgt, ScltOOflef".
Eubank, Captain. Mentioned.......•....••.. """ ..•.•...••........ 456,457,598
Eureka, Steamer. Capture of .. .... ... •.. ••.. ..•••. .••••• ..••.. .•.•.. ...•.. :r.
Eureka, U. S. S.

Captures made by ••.. . . .• . . . . . . . ..•. .. . . .. •... 124, 133, l35, 137, 1«, 240
Condition of ...•.. .•.... ...•.. ..••.• 515
Engagement with Confederates near Urbana, Va... ••. ••..... ..••• .•••.. 412
Mentioned .•.••• .. .•.. ..•••• .. M, 45, 64, 78, 99, 105, 119, 130,

131, 1M, ]36,143, 1M, 204, m, 257, 258, 260, 261, 273, 317, 320,321, 3:.'9, 374,
~m~~~~~~508,~~~ ~m

Euroth, L. Mentioned .....•........... _... . . . • .. •..• . . . . . . . . . . .. • . . . . . •• .. 632
EvlUUl, Mr. Mentioned......•. ,.... S18
EvIUlB, Frank. Mentioned ..••.. .•..•. m
BVIUlB, Revel. Mentioned _..•.......................•.... _. . 40
Evane, Solomon. Mentioned .................•..•..•.••.................. _ 208
Evansport, Va. Abandonment of battery at. Report of R. H. Wyman..... 25
Everglade, Steamer. Mentioned ..................•...................•.•,. 'l35
Ewell, James. Mentioned ...............••.............. """ .... .... .... 223
Ezohange, Schooner.

Capture of _. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . ••. . . • • .. . . . . . lnI
Mentioned , •.•. •• . • . .. • •.. . •. • • • • •••••• 588
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El%presa, Steamer. Order of Commander Parker for investigation regarding
detention of. ••••....... _ __ _ _ 403

F. U. Johnson, Schooner. Captnre of ........................•. _.....•.•. 376,377
F. W. Johnson, Schooner. Capture of ...•........ _.......•.. 690,695, 7ffl, 708, 723
Faber, John C. Mentioned..•...•.......•........................... _.... 240,241
Fairchild, Josiah B. Meutioned _. .•. .••. 240
Fairfaz, Archibald B. Correspondence with commandant of Norfolk navy

yard .•........••••.•••••... ,.. .••. .•.... .. .••. .. 810
Fairy, U.S.S. Mentioned 478
Falcon, Schooner. Capture of...... . ..••.. .••.•. ...• 38
Farnham, H. N. See H. N. FaNlham, Schooner.
Farragut, David G. Mentioned "" .•...... , 504,594
Farrell, Thomas M. Mentioned _.. .. 683
Farren, --. Mentioned......... ...•.. 354
Farrer, Solon.

Mentioned ....•.•...........••..••••••...••.•..... ,... 712
Reports of.

Quaker City, U. S. S. Condition of """ ,.. 713
Yankee, U. S. S. Condition of.. . ...••. ..•••. ..•••. ...• ..••.• .••• .•.• 7ffl

Faunce,lohn.
Correspondence with

Campbell, N. L.... .•. .•.•.. .•.•...... •.... .•.• 698
Dezbnrgh, James R. """ ......•.......•..... ,. .... 717
Navy Department, U. S __ ...........• 627
Pendergrast, Garrett J , 694,733

Mentioned 631,697,716-718,737
Reports of.

Hampton Roads, Va. Reconnoissance in vicinity of. .•.... •... 697
Harriet Lane, U.~. S. Condition of.. __ . .......• ...•.. 717
Pig Point, Va. Engagement between U. S. S. Harriet Lane and Con-

federate battery .t "" ,.. 698
Fauntleroy, Charles M. Mentioned ,.. •... 805
Favorite, U. S. transport. Mentioned _ _....•...••....... 447,584,585
Fedderman, Richard C. Mentioned _ _ 32, 33
Felb::, Ambrose. Mentioned........... . . . . 223,224,591-593
Ferguson, Colin B. Mentioned _ "" 202,206
Ferguson, John. Mentioned ...•............. 115,117
Fernandina, Pla. Blockade of _.. ..•••. 640
Fessenden, William P. Correspondence with Daniel Hood _.... 649
Fifield, J. C. Mentioned ..•..••... _ _.•....•....•............... _. _.. 787
Pink, John F. Mentioned 228,229
Finnegan, William. Mentioned _ _.. .••••• 192
Fisher, Tug. Mentioned _ _.. ...••. .••. •••• 273
Fisher, George F. Mentioned.............................................. 1«
Fiaher, George P. lIentioned...................................... .•.• 746
Fisher, Jefferson. Mentioned _ _.. 297
Piaher, Marvin P. Mentione!l _. .. . . . .. . 351, 352, 354, 355, 595.
Fithian, Edwin. Mentioned ' 500,501
Fitzgerald, --. Mentioned .....•................. , "" ..•. 345
Fitzgerald, William B. Mentioned...................... . •.. .. . 798,800
Fitzhugh, '1'.

Capture of U. 8. transport steamer Harriet De Ford by party nnder..... 541-546
Mentioned .......•.............................•.. 147,414416,509,510,548,551

Fitzhugh, Thornton. Mentioned..................... •••••• •••••• •••••• •••. 1«
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Plq, U.8. 8. PIp

Capture of brig Hannah Balch. •••• •••• .... .••••• •••. •••• •••.•••• 731
Convoy to trlW8pon Iowa. .. ••.. ....•. .•.•.. .•••.. ...•.. 6116
Mentioned ......••••..•....................•.....• 711, 7U, 726-728, 7«, 753, 781
Ordered to duty In Atlantic BlocUdwjt Squadron. .••••. •••• •••. •••• ••.• 666

Plas of Our UDioD, Barge. Mentioned. • . . . •••• •.. . . . •• •. •. .•. . .••••. .••••. 216
Plq of truce. DiBrellpeot shown to, by Confederatee.

Communication from Navy Depal'tment, U. 8 ..••••.••..••••.•..•...•. "" 783
Reporta of

C-, A. Lndlow .••••.••••,.. •••• .••• •.•. .... .••• •••• .... .••••. ...•.• Tn
Stringham, 8. H......... .••••. •••• ...••..••.•. ..•... .•.. T14,

PINt's PoiDt, Great Wloomioo River. Burning of houaea on. Repon of
Foxhall A. Parker. •••• ..•. •••• ....•• •••••• ...••. .••••• .. 490

FUpt, Schooner. Mentioned. .•.••. ••• ••• •... .•.•.• .... ..•. .••. .... .••• 6111
FUppo, Kr. COrreKponden08 with Edward Hooker.... .. .••. .•••.. •.•••. ••.. M8
Plorida.

Blockade of CO&IIt of. See Blockade 01 So.a- pore..
Order railing blockade...... •••••• ...... ...... . ..•.. .••••. •.•. .••••. .••. 568

PloWerll, Wllllam. Mentioned. •••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• .••• •••••. .••. .••. 291
I'lytns Cloud, Sloop.

Capture of.. •••• .••••. •••• .•.••. ••.. •••• ••••..•••• ••• ••• •••••• ...•.. .••• 282
Mentioned ••••••.•..•••••.........••••••......••..•..•.••........• 283,606,001

Pos PoiDt. Rumor of Confederate expedition to.........•.••............. 4,76, 4T1
POSI, L. G. Mentioned ...........••••• , _.. fill
POSI, Wllllam H. Mentioned """ ••.. S32, 333, 339·3U
Pontain, E. Mentioned................... ••.. ..•. ... . ...••. .•.. 4,91
Poote,AndrewH. Mentioned.•.••..•.••..........•.....••••...•..•••••• 170.179
Poote, Commodore. See COIItwtOdor. Foote, SteaMer.
Pord, N. Mentioned. ..•••. •... •••. ...• •••• .•••.. .•.•.. •... ...••. ...•••••.. 5
Pord, Rufus K. Mentioned. . •• ••.• • . •• • ••• •••. .. .• .... . . . . ... . .. .. . . . . .. . . 481
Porrest, French.

Correspondence with
Jones, WaroerT .••••. .•••. .•..•.••..•... 1'1
Pegram, Raben B..........•......•..........• , ...•............ __ 699

Mentioned ..••........ "" .... ... ... ••.. .... ..••.• ..•. •••• .•. . .•.. 802,800
See alIo Nary yard, Norfolk, Va, COWI_lIdG"e 01.

Porrest, WilliamI'. Mentioned ...••...•••.•••••.••...•..•••.... _......... 2al
Port Jackson, U. S. S. Mentioned •••• •••••..... ...•.. 503
Port Lowry, Va.

Armament of...... ...... ..•... .•.. •.•••• ••.••. .•••.• •••••• ••.• .•••.• ..•. 806
Confederate arms at. Report uf Edward Hooker••.••......... ,. "" ••.. 517
Engagement between U. S. S. M01'll8 and Confederate battery near. Re-

porta of
Hyd!l, George W •••• •••••. •••• .••••. ..•••• ..•••. .•.••. •.•••••••• 530
Lourie, J . ..••.. ...••. ...•.. .•.... 531
Parker,FoxhallA 530

Engagement with Confederate battery near, February 21, UI63. Repon or
Samuel Magaw.. ...••• .... ••.•••.. •... .•.••••.•• .••••• ••••••.• 235

See alao BappahanftOck Birllr. EzpetlitWlt up tit., pp. 33-36.
Portress Monroe, Va. Repair ofU. S. v_Is at. Commuuicationa from

Navy Department, U. 8... .•....... ••.. ...• .......• ..•••.. .•••. 721
Pendergrast, G. J , 719

Poster, Amos P.
Mentioned 94,95
Report of arrival of U. S. S. Satellite at Aquia Creek, Virginia. •.•• •••••. 70

Poster, General. See Glmllral Fo,eer, .4rrK, gaaboae.
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30
30

349
143
299

213
213

37,38

P"I[t>
Foster, James R. Mentioned.... .. . .. .. . . 358
Foster, John G. Mentioned...... ....•. 722
Foz, Gustavus V. Mentioned .....•...................••.... 263,265,325,342,418

For correllpondellce, see Navy Departlllent, U. S.
Frances Elmor, Schooner.

Burning of "" 118,119
Mentioned '" _ .. .. . .. . 346

Frank, A. J.
Correspondence with Andrew A. Harwood. ..•... 2S3
Mentionell ... . .. . ... .... ..•. .... •... .... .. . . . .. . 9,238,239,285,302, 349
Reports of.

Music, Sloop. Capture of .......•...................................
Pointer, Sloop. Capture of .

Fra.nk11n, George B. Mentioned ..•.....•................ .
Franklin, Samuel R.

Appointed to comllland First Division Potomac Flotilla.. 99
Mentioned. . ..•.. ••.. ..•• . .. . . .. .. 87,100

Franklin, William B. Mentioned 189,195
Fraser, John, &: Co. Mentioned...... .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . 776
Fraser, Trenholm &: Co. Mentioned __ .. .. .. 'Ui2, 776, 778
Frazer, William. Mentioned........ . .. . . .. . . .. . .. ...•.. 291,293
Frazier, Mrs. Mentioned. .•.•.. .. . 480
Frazier, John M. Correspondence with Governor of Maryland.......... . 56
Frazier, Nelson. Mentioned ...•...•....................•••...... _...... _ 339,340
Fredericksburg, Va.

Afi'airs in vicinity of. Communications from Samnel Magaw 176,177
Combined Army and Navy expedition to, March 6--8,1865.

Orders and inlltructions, Foxhall A. ~arker ..•• .. .... ... ... ... . . . .... 522
Reports of

Hooker, Edward _.. , 523
Parker, Foxhall A , ...•................................ 521,522

Concentration of Confederate forc"s near.
Reports of R. H. Wyman 25-27,29-32
Statements of

Johnson, Charles H .
Leagne, John S ......................................•..........

Cooperation of the Navy with the Army at. Communications from
Harwood, A. A .. ....•.•.••.•.......•..••...•.•••••.•..........•.....
Magaw, Samuel. .....................•..............................

Expedition to. Report of R. H. Wyman .
Freeborn, Thomas. See Th()f1laB FreebONl, U. S. S.
Freeman, Lewis. Mentioned .....••..•...••••..••....••. _..... ...•.. 145
Freestone Point, Va.

Attack upon Confederate pickets near. Report of R. H. Wyman.... ..•. 3
Expedition to. Report of W. G. Wright '" 127
Protection of building at.

Commnnications from Samnel Cropley ........•••••.•..•. '" 10
Orders and instructions, Navy Department, U. S. 10

FrenkIe, A. Mentioned........ .. . ... .. .•.. ..•.•. . .. .. .. . 219
Frick, William, jr. Mentioned ...•..•••.•• '" ...•.... .••. 241
Frick &: Ball. Mentioned ........................•.•................... _... 241
FrIpp, M. W. Mentioned..............................•............. 652,653,658
Fuchsia. U. S. S.

Abstract log, Augnst 8, 1863, to Angnst 5, 1865 .....................•... 596-599
Boat expedition from, to Windmill Point, Va... •.. . .•.. 36!
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Paohata. U. 8. 8.-Continued. Pap
Capturee made by............•.•......•...............••.....•..•••••• ~O
Convoy ~ tranMporta Keyport and L. BAker .... " ..............•. , ..••.. 4M
Cooperation wiSh Army in expedition to Xorthern Xeek of Virginia .... «2--(51
Dilpoeitlon of property taken by crew of, from private residence... . .. .. «1, «2
Expedition. to

Carter'. Creek, Virginia............. .... .••.............•....... •.•. 41!i
Dividing Creek, Virginia...... ...•.. •••. .•.... ~

Machodoo Cl'l'ek, Virginia....... ...•.. no
Milford Haven and Stutt'. Creek, Virginia. . ••• ~

Mill Creek, VirJrinla...... ..••.. .••••. ~

Guarding BUlh River bridge, Maryland .•..•.............. 4.02,463,.wo,~ 4n
Ml'ntioned .•••.....•.••...•......•.......••.............. 196,lW7,351,362,366,

~~.~~~m~~~~~~m~••
496, 502,506,506, 50@, 531, 567, 57(, 57li, fi83, 584, 592, 593, 601, 802, 611,612

Operation., etc., in RappahanDock River .......•..•.•....•...••.•••••. 431, {36

Orders for movements .....•............... S96,.wo, 426, 431, m, 437, 473, 47(,5'i5
Positive Slaves. Correepondenoe requ6lting return of••.••......•••••.••••.~
Fuller, H. M. Mentioned .....••...............••................ , 652, 663
Fuller, Robert M., jr. Mentioned ...•............•......• , •••.•••••.•.... 662,663
Fuller, Robert M., IU'.

T6Itimony concerning capture of ship A.. B. Thompsou . . 658
Mentioned... .•. .••. ••••.•. .•. ..•........... .. •... 652

Purney, Edward. Mentioned .. "" ...• ..••........ ..••.. ..•••. 98
G. B. McClellan. Steamer. Mentioned 399.400,611
G. W. Green, Sloop.

Capture of , .......................•.................. """ , 156
Mentioned...... .. . ... •.. . ..•. .. . . . •... . . .. . . . 161

Gabrielson, Erick. Mentioned _ . ..•. .. . . . . .. . 219,232
Gage, WUllam L. Mentioned •... 211
Gahpaaaer, Charles. Mentioned ..•. "" ..•..... ,. 371
Gale, .Amella. Mentioned.................... .•. .•.. ....•. 632
Gale, C. Mentioned 632
Galena, U. S. S. Mentioned , 540
Gallagher, Mr. Mentioned __ ._ 525,539
Gallagher, James. Mentioned .........................••........ """"" ll7
Gallagher, James. Mentioued... .•......... .••..... ...•.. ..••..... ... •••... 365
Gallagher, Mary. Mentioned .•.. •••• •... .....•.•.. .. ..•. .••• 685
Gansevoort, Guert. Correspondence with

Hooker, Edward ................•...............•... ,. ..•. 476
Navy Department, U. S _ 325,472
Weidman, John............ .•.•.. •.•. 330

Gardner, D. C. Mentioned ...................................•••••..... '" 219
Gardner, D. S. Mentioned....................................... .••• 1()(
Gardner, Joseph M. Mentioned __ .•. ..•. 345
Gardy, Jacob. Mentioned 32,365,480
Garfield, Walter H.

Corr6lpondence with Navy Department, U. 8.... ...•.. .•.. 49i
Mentioned .........................••............... __ .•.....•.....•.• 501,502

GarlBOn, Lewis. Mentioned .........•.•.....................••.........•. ,. 491
Garland, Daniel. Mentioned , "'" 366
Garland, James. Mentioned................. .••.. .•. •.• 365
Garner, W. H. Mentioned 176, 178
Garnett, George W. Mentioned "" 397,601
Garnett, R. S. Corr6lpondence with Walter Gwynn.... .. . . . ...• 646
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87
98

102

318
318
318
596

Pap
233
581
655
611
«0
635

Garnaey, E. H. Mentioned ..••........................................••..
Gazelle, Schooner. Mentioned __ .
Geddes, Engineer. Mentioned .
General Brewster, Steamer. Mentioned _ .
General BWllIS1de, Steamer. Mentioned .....•.... L ..•.•.•..•••••••.•••.••

General Clinch, Steamer. Mentioned , .•..........
General Foster, U. S. Army gunboat. Operations, etc., in Great Wicomico

River, Virginia ...•..•••••••....••••••.....•....•........... '87,488
General Green, Bark. Capture of.... ...• •... ...••... 700
General Knox, Schooner. Capture of ...• 670
General Parkhill, Ship. Capture of.... . . . . . . .. 629
General Putnam, U. S. S. See William G. Putnam, U. S. S.
George, John M. Mentioned .••. '''''' .•..•.......•.......•................
George, William P. Mentioned __ '"
George, Zamuth. Mentioned •.••.........•....•...........................
George and William, Schooner. Mentioned .
George H. Berry, Schooner.

Examination of, by U. S. schooner William Bacon ..•....................
Instructions from Commodore Harwood regarding .
Report of Commodore Harwood regarding •...•..........................

George Mangham, U. S. schooner.
Captures made by 219,225,232
Mentioned 174,206,206,217,229,281,260

George Page, Confederate steamer.
Destruction of . . . .. . . . . . .. ...• .. . . . . . . .... 28, 25
Mentioned _ 14,26,809
Movements of __ . _ _ __ .. _. _. .. _.. _. _. _____ 13
Plan to capture , . _.,. . . . 6

George Peabody, .U. S. transport steamer.
Attack npon, while ashore opp08ite Ml&thias Point, Va., by Confederates. 3015,306
Mentioned 65,600,639,690

George Washington, Schooner. Examination of ...............•..• '''' 364
George Weems, Steamer. Mentioned.... 785
Georgeana, Schooner. Captnre of........ ..••.. ...•.. 670
Georgetown, S. C. Imprisonment of U. S. collector and depnty collector of

oUBtoms at. Communications from
Drake, F. A.... .... .... •••• ...• .•.... 703
Navy Department, U. S.... ...• •... 702

Georgia.
Hlockade of coast of. flee Blockade of Southern port8.
List of guns sent from Norfolk navy yard to .•.... 806
Order raising blockade. •.•... .•.... ....•• ...•. 568

Georgia Troops. Ment.ioned. Infantry-Regiment: 45th, 613; City Light
Guards, 647,648.
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JaoJuon, Thomas J.

Correspondence with Daniel H. Hill ...•. _ _ _... 186
Mentionetl.......••....•.....•.....•.............. _...•. _•............ 136, 258

Jackson, William. Mentioned............................................ 222
Jaoob Bell, U. S. S.

Abstract log, Maroh 8, 1863, to May 13,1865......•••........•••••...•.• 600-603
A88istance rendered U. S. transport steamer George Peabody.••....••.• 305, 306
Boat expedition from, to St. George's Ialand ....•.•.......... _'" •••• .••• 3'15
Captures made by.... ••• . . ••• .••• ..•• . . . . . .. . . •••. 126, 2M, 298, 304, 322, 396, 506
Destruction of salt works in Shelton's Creek, Virginia ••••••••••••••••• (54" <&55
Engagements with Confederate batteries at

Brandywine Hill, Va., December 10,1862 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 193, 196
Port Royal, Va., December 4,1862 •.•• """ ••..•.••..••••••••• 183, 185, 191
Freestone Point, Va...... •••••• •.•••• •••••• •••••• .•••••• •••••••••••• S
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lacob Bell, U. S. B.-Continlled. Page.
Expeditions to

Dividing Creek, Virginia...... .. .. . . . . .. .. . .. .••••• .• .••. 455
Nomini Creek, Virginia ,. 148

Mentioned ., "" 8,9,12,14,47,85,93,96,
100,112,114,124,127,128,132,133, 151,156,158,167,171,.t7~,182,184,196-

~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~-~~.~~~~~~.~~~
408, 413, 417, 424, 427-431,439, 440, 4<11, 444, «5, 447-449,452, 456, 466,
468,471,491,496,500,506,508,531,543-545,583,587,588,591,592,600-611

Operations, etc., in
Con_lnence of captnre of IltcameJ'8 Satellite and Reliance 328,329
Potomac River """ 77, 89-9~, 103
Rappahannock River ,. .. ...••• 33-36,436

OnIen for movements 75,189,389,390,426,474
PaB8l1ge of Confederate battflri6ll on Potomac Ri ver by ..•... """ . ..••.• 22
Relieved from dnty in Potomac Flotilla.... .....• 567,574
Street, William T., appointed to the temporary command of. 102,181

James, Mr. Mentioned...... ...•.. ...•.. 612
James Landry, Sloop. Capture of 490,491
James McGee, Schooner. A88istnnco renderec) to, by U. S. S. Commodore

Read __ ..•• 569
James Murray, Tug. Discharge of, from 66rvioo...... ...•.. 14
James River. Defen86ll of. See Virginia. Prtparation.for tkfen.tJ of.
James River Flotilla. Charles Wilk6ll relieved of command of . . ... . 72
Jamestown, Steamer. Mentioned 294,797,809
Jamestown, U. S. ship.

Cruise from June 19 to July 3, 1861 ....•. 763
Mentioned ...............•.•.•......... , , 707,753
Movements of............ .••.. 721
Orders for movements "" """ 681,725
Preparation of, for sea ••...... ...• 722

Jefl'erllOn Daris, C. S. privateer. Depredationll committed by .........•.• 787,793
Jefl'eTII,· Captain. Mentione!)... . ..•. .. .. ..•... .••••. 36
Jenkins, Richard W. Mentioned.. .•••• 83
Jenkins, Thornton A. Mentioned.....•.. """ ..•... 77
Jenningll, George H. Mentioned..... ...•.. .••••. 133
Jerome, J. See J. Jt!f'()ftItJ, StMffttJr.
John BIUTOw, British v_I. Mentioned................. .••••............. 779
John Goodwin, Ship. Mentioned """ .•.•.. 7!!7
John Hamilton, Schooner. Seizure of .. .. .. •......... 763
John L. Lockwood, U. 8.8. Mentione!l. , 576,577
John ParkinllOD, British ship. Mentioned... . . 783
John U. Dennis, Schooner. Mentione!l...... 509
John Warner, Steamer. Correspondence between captain of, and 8. Lockwood

Brown...... ...•.. ..•... 298
John Wel.J1, Brig. Capture of 787,793
Johnson, Charles (Colored). Mentione!)................................... 83
JOhnllOn, Charles (Seaman). Mentioned.... 698
JohnllOn, Charles H. Stat.ement of movements of Confederate troops. 30
JohnllOn, D. S. Mentioned ........•.•••••••....••.•...... , ...•.• 222
Johnson, Edward, Mentioned....... .......•.•.. ..••.. 425
JohnllOn, F. U. See F. U. JOllUOII, SchoontJr.
JohnllOn, F. W. See F. W. JollUott! SchoOfltJr.

"-------------
• Cal'tamJoe. R. Jetfrl.... Ninth Virginia Ca"airy, waa in that IMlCtion oCcoontry at thia time.

"
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t'oco.
lohnaon, !'rederlck. Mentioned...... ..•... ....•. ...••. .••••. ••.• .•.. •.... 5
John8on, Hannwb M. See 11a""all. ,V. JOltUOII, &ltOOfln'.
John8oo, Henry.

Mentioned.. .... .... .. . . . . .. . .. . ... . .... .... . .. ..• .... . .••.. ...• .•••.. 278, 280
Report of casualtiM resulting from engagemen~ a~ Brandywine Hill, Va.. 19:1

Johnaon,I..&o. Mentioned ..•........... '" . ..••.. . . . . •... 178, 333, 3W, 3'1
JohnM>D,Iaiah. Ml'ntionecl........................................... 2:?J
John8on, James. Mentioned........................... 309
Johnaon, James G. Correepondenee with captain of BchOOIJ6r E. Waterman. 246
Johnaon, James S. Mentioned ....•.••.•..........•........ '" _. .•.. 531
JohnM>D, John (Engineer). Mention6fl. _....•......••.. , is
John8on, John. Mentioned __ _ _ _ __ __ .. _ .. 75;
John8on, SamueL Mentionecl .............................••.. " 222
John8on A Hisgf.n••

Com..pondl·nce with War Department, U. S "" 663
Mentioned ...................•••..... , .... .. . . .. . . . . .. . . ... . lin

Jone.. A.. B. Mentioned..... .. ..•. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . .•.. .. 158, 167
Jone.. C.M. Mentioned _ 577
Jones, Catesby ap R. Mentioned ....•.................................•. 803,SOl
Jones, Commodore. See COIAmodorlJ Jo,,", F. S. S.
Jones, Edward. Mentioned .•.•.. ...•.. •.... ...•.. ...•.• 217
Jone., Hugb,.

Mentioned ..............•....................................•.... __ ., 303, 30&
Report of arres~ of bloekade runners 306,312

Jones, J. A.. Mentioned........................ . _ 602
Jones, J. Paul. Mentioned................... . _.•.• •... 239
lones, J. Pembroke.

Appointed to command Pig Point battery.... ~

Mentioned. . ... . .. . ... . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. .. 805
Jones, John H. Mentioned _.. 98
Jones, L. Mentioned _. 161
Jones Point, Va.

Confederate arms at. Report of EdwlU'd Hooker...•••..... _. fili
Dispersion of Confederate force on. Report of Foxhall A. Parker.... ...• 521

Jones, S. S. See S. S. JOR", SchoofllJr.
Jones, Sydney. See SydflllY JOfI", So1wOftlJr.
Jone.. Thomas R. Mentioned... . ...•. . .. .••• ...•.. .••••. .•••.. ~O, 241
Jones, Warner T. Correspondence with French Forr611t ..•... __ lU
Jones, William. Mentioned __ . 280,281
Jones, Neilson & Whitlock.. Mentioned. ...••. 003
Jordan, Marshall P.

Correspondence with G. J. Pendergrast : _. US
Refusal of, to take oath of allegiance to the United States _..• _ 'U8

Jordan, Stephen. Mentioned.... ..•... ••.. ..•..... .••. 491
JOIlePh, Brig. Mentioned 69"1,693
Josllelyn, Franois.

Mentioned ......................•.....................• ,. .•.... 62,63, 65, 77,80
Report of depredations committed by U. S. transports................ .... 70

Jotank Creek, Maryland. Expedition to. Report of Foxhall A. Parker.... 5:W
Joyoe, B., Millll. Mentioned ••••.. ..•••. .•.. ...•.....••...•••. 685
Juana Teresa, Spanish brig. Mentioned...... ...•...... .... .... 779
Juniata, U. S. S. Mentioned ""'. ...•.. .. .. . . .. tTI
Juniper, U. S. S.

Abstract log, July 11, 1864, to May 26, 1865.. 603
Attached to Potomac Flotilla... •... •.•...... 468
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.fUDiper, tJ. s. S.-Continued. l'ap.

Mentioned ...............••........................•.. "" 502,606,508,531
Relieved from duty in Potomac Flotilla 567,574

Kadosh, Schooner.
Killing of muter of. 191,193--195
Mentioned ............•... ,..... 207

Kaiser, Rudolph. Mentioned.... 375
Kane, Chris. Mentioned ,.,.,. 698
Kane, John. Mentioned. 138
Kate, Sutler's schooner. Seizure of. , . . . .. .. . . 237
Kater, T. P. Mentioned...... ..••.. 219
Kautz, Albert.

Correspondence with Lewis C. Sartori. ...•.. 731
Report ofrecaptllre of prize brig Hannah Balch by C. S. privateer Coffee.. 744

Keenan. Peter. Mentioned 183,587
Keenon,Edwin. Mentioned 145
Keller, George W. Mentioned........... . . . . .. . 486
Kellogg, John. Mentioned '" """ .•.... ...• •... 79
Kelly J. R. Correspondence with G. J. Pendergrut 677
Kelly, Maok. Mentioned ...•.. 41
Kendall, Robert. Mentioned ••••. .•. .... .. 312
Kennon, Beverly.

Information concerning buried torpedoes given by.... .•.. . 576
Mentioned...... . . . ...••. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 493

Kent, James. Mentioned ,.. . . .. . .. . . .. . . . .. . 354
Kerkell1egen, William. Mentioned.... .. ... ... ...... 216
Keyport, U. S. transport steamer.

Convoy of, by U. S. S. Fuchsia... .... .... •••• •.•.. 434
Mentioned. ... ...... ...... .. . 128, 129,294,305,312,481

Keys, James W. Mentioned..... .••... 33
Keys, Selden. Mentioned......... .. . . .. . . .... . 376
Keystone State, U. S. S.

Mentioned 576,577,660,706
Movements of 634,639,684

Xidder, Frederio, &: Co. Mentioned. •••. ..••.. 648
Xillam, Thomas. See T1wmall Killam, British veBsel.
Xilpatrlck, Judson.

Mentioned 281,282,284,420,456
Report of attempt to destroy U. S. steame1'll Satellite and Reliance..... 327,328
Transportation of command of, across Rappahannock River.... .•.• ..•••• 281

Xilty, A.. H.
Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S..............•.•.......... 495,498
Report of measures for protection of U. S. S. Roanoke against attack by

torpedoes 500,501
Kimball, R. J. l"or correspondence, see Toronto, U. S. cOlUul at.
Xing, Mr. Mentioned.. ....•. ..•..• •..••• ..••.. 251
King, John H. Mentioned.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . .... . 350
Xing, William. Mentioned.. . .. .. . . .•. . . . . . . .. .. 482
XingPhillp, U.S.S. Mentioned 214,

215,217-219,226,230,248,310,357,377,419-421,431,433
Xingfl.aher, Tug. Mentioned............................................... 487
Xingston, Steamer. Burning of...... ....•. 469
Xintzing, M. R. Mentioned.. .••... . 766
Xirk, Andrew. Mentioned... . . .. . . .. .. .. . .. . 569
Kirkendall, Charles H. Mentioned.. . 313
X1rw1n.. Solomon F. Mentioned '''' . 239
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ha
lClDIender, M. G., a Co. Mentioned...... ...• .••• .••••• .••••• .•.• 752
Knapp, Ja.eph D. Mentioned..... .. .. . ...• .. . .. . .. •... . 600
Knapp, Sarah. Mention"'\.... ... .... .•.. . . .. .• .•.. . 6115
Knickerbocker, Steamer. Destruction of ~10

Knilht, Henry. Mentioned.. ..•. ...• .•.. 351
Knowles, Robert. See Robm-t KlIMI'la, SdOOttn-.
KnOJr, General. 8M GtntlJraZ X"oz, &1aoMI .
Kane, Henry. Mentioned...... ..••••...... ........•••••. 239
Laoey, JIIIDN. Mentioned 131.132
Laoey, Robert. Mf'ntioned 131, 132
Lachemeyer, O. Mentioned '" .. •... fiT
Ladle.' Deli«ht, Schooner. Capture of..............................•.... ~270
Lady DaY{., C. S. S.

Capture ofBhip A. 8. ThomJMlOn. See"l. B. TM.paoa, SIMp. Capt_eo!, '"
C. 8. S. Lad1/ /)aN, Ma1/19, 1861.

Mentionf'd 635, 6(9-658, 735
Pnrchue of, by C. 1'\. Government from State of Booth Carolina.... fi51

Lady Waahinston, Yawl. Captore of•.....•.••..••••.............. __ .. 133
Lahey,"l'homaa. Mentioned ..........•..................•.........•....... 3U
Lamb, W. W.

Correspon.lllnce with G. J. Pf'ndergrllllt..........................••.... 673,619
Mentioned .........................•.•..•...... '" , .. . . . . . ... . . . . 632

Lamb, William. Mentioned " .. .. . 648
Lambert, John. Mentioned......................................... . 1«
Landry, Jame.. See Ja_ !Arad,." Sloop.
Lane, Georse W. Mentioned....... 88
Lane, Harriet. Bee Ha~t lAw, U. 8. S.
Lane, James. Mentioned 747,748
Langley, W. Mentioned............... .••. .. .•.. .•.. 219
Lanman, Joseph. Mentioned 5OS,5O'
Latchem, J. W. Mentioned. •..•.. .•.. ..••.. ...•.. fiT,
Laughlin, Mary. Mentioned. .... ..•. •... ..•. ...•.. •.•. 685
Laurie, Agnes. Mentioned............. .. ..•. . 685
Lawrence, CenterS. Mentioned.... ..............••.• 3i5
Lawrence, William. Mentioned ......•.................•................. 5,219
LawlIOn,MRjor. Mentioned ...........•.....•.............................. 403
Layton, Robert. Mentioned '" ...••.. 43
League, John S. Statement of movement of Confederate troops.... ..•. :.I
Leary, A. Mentioned ,. S68
Leatch,Jame.J. Mentioned .•.......•......•..........................•.• l;i2
Lee, Mr. Mentioned ...............•......................•......••.. 369,370,596
Lee, Daniel M. Mentioned...... .•.... .•..•........ 140
Lee, G. T. Mentioned.................. .•...... ••.. 239
Lee, George G. Correspondence wi th Robert H. Wyman...... n
Lee, Robert. Mentioned...... .•............•••. •.•. ....•.. 536
Lee, Robert E.

Correspondence with
Carter, Robert R.... ••.••. ...• ~

Gwynn, 'Valter ...••. .•.. 6(6

Hollins, George N .. .. . . .. .. . . 811
Huger, Benjamin _..............•.......... 699, 802
Navy Department, C.S 8tJl
Navy yard, Norfolk, Va., Corumandant of .........•. ••. BOI
Tncker, John R 79'7,802
Virginia, Governor of .........•........................... "" .. . ~

Mentioned , '" . . . .. . . . . •• . . • •.. 188, 235, S58, 518, 550, 562, 715, 8U
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Lee, Samuel Phillips. Page.

Correspondence with
Harwood, A. A __ __ 358,361
Navy Department, U. S _ 262,659,685
Pendergrast, G. J . __ . 795

Mentionetl , .. __ _. __ __ .. 95, 104, 116, 254, 255, 257-260,
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_~m

L_,W.H.P.
Report of engagement at Port Royal, Va., Dee-ember 4, 1862 _ _... 187
Mentioned _ _ __ __ __ _ 188

"Lee, W. P." Mentioned __ __ _ _.. _ 256
L_, William. Mentioned _ _ __ 491
Leech, HarrlllOn & Torwood. Mentioned. __ ....•.......... _. _.... 776
Leeds, JOll8ph. Mentioned .. _. __ .,. __ __ .. __ __ "'''' .. __ .. 693
Leigh, William. Mentioned _. .804
Lelan, Charles. Mentioned _ _ 387,592
Lelan, Marietta E. Corrf\8pondenee with Navy Department, U. S _.. 43
Leland, L. B. Mentioned 249,251
Lemeur, Mary. Mentioned _ , _ 685
Lenthall, John. Correspondence with G.•J. Pendergrast _.. 668
Leonard, Delia. Mentioned.............. .•.. ....•• 685
Lell1ie, Colonel. Mentioned _ " .. 227
Lell1ie, U. S. tug.

Mentioned 62,64,155,165-167,210,260,300,305,351,352,356,593,596,611
Orders for movements _.... 409

Letcher, John. For correspondence, see nrgiflia, GOf't:rfIOf' of.
Letters of Marque.

Commi88ion of C. S. privateer 8chooner Savannah.... •.•. 692
Proclamation of President, C. S _.. _.. ....•. . 796
Report of R. Sheldon McCock __ __ .. 693

Leuty, Joseph. Statement concerning shellII made in Richmond.... 395
Levy, CharlesH. Mentioned _.......................................... 774
Lewis, --. Mentioned _.. ...• ...•.. 88
Lewis, --. Men,tionetl """ 34
Lewis, Captain. Mentioned ....•. _ __ .. .. 722,725
Lewis, Aaron. Mentioned _. 222
Lewis, Alexander. Mentioned 603
Lewia, Charles. Mentione,l , _.. _.. 104
Lewia, Henry. Mentioned "" ..••.. ..•••. 5
Lewis, Henry H. •

Mentioned _" 26,578,805
Report of obstruction of Rappahannock River, etc_........ ..•. •...... 579

Lewia, John. Mentioned """ 368
Lewis, Meriwether. Mentioned .........•••..•••.....• "" . .••... 448

Lewis, William H.
Correspondence with President, U. S _.......••••........ _..•• 627
Mentioned .•.. .•.•.. 660

Libby PrlIlOD, Riohmond, Va. ArrivRI of escapetl Union officers from, at
WlWIhington navy yard.... .•.. 3!l7

Liberty, Barge. Loss and destruction of , ...•.. 215-217
Light-HOWIe Board. COITeBpondence with William W. State. 315
Llght·houll8s and Vesll81s. Reports and correspondence concerning.... •.•• 315,

433,489,506,507,509,514,517,519,520
Lllonthom, William. Mentioned "" ..•••. •.•• ...• 151
Linooln, A. Mentioned " . •.. 225
Linooln, Abraham. For correspondence see Prmdellt, U. 8.
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LinneJdD, 'I'homu J. PIp.
Correeponden06 with

Arthur, William A •... ..•••. •.•. .•••.. ...•.. 353
Harwood, A. A ...••..•.•...............••.....................•... :101, 212
Magaw, S...••....................•............... , 192,196,~

8tl'8llt, William T " .....•........ 277, 2llO, 462
M.mtioned . .. . . . . . . . .•.... 205,208, 210,211,

22O-22'.l, 254, 268, 270,273-275, 280,300,318,320,323, 325.351,352, 358,588
Reporta of.

Brandywine Hill, Va. Engagemente at, December 10 and 11,1862 .. 192.196
Milford Haven Creek. Burniug of IIChooner in, and grounding of U. B.

revenue llteamer Hercnles . .... .. ••.. .... ..•.•. •••• ••.• •••• .... lI53
Potomac Flotilla.

Captnrea made by .... ..•. .... ..•••• ...•.. 211,215, 223, 253. 269, 275, 321
Precantionary measurea against attllck upon v_18 of. ••.... 325

Salt worke. Destruction of. ...• .••. •.. . 210
Satellite nnd Reliance, U. 8. steamers. Captnre of, Angust 23, 1863.. 3U
Tappahannock, Va. Expedition to.. ...• ..•••. .•. ••• •••• ..•• .... .... 2i8

Little Ada, U. 8. S.
Attached to Potomac }'lotilla........•..•...••.••••...•.... , ..•.•...... [>27,537
Capturee made by....... ..• .••...... 1»9
Commanding officer of. Correepondence With E. Hooker 566
Mentioned ........•...••....•..•....••.....••..................•.•.... 501,574
Orderll for movements ..........•••••... '" , ..•• .. . 566

Littlepage, William T. Mentioned .•........................ "'" 158, 167,218, 219
Liverpool, U. S. Consul at. Correspondence with State Department, U. S. 716, 183
LivinptoD, Georse B. Mentioned. •••••. .••••• •••••... .•.. .... .•.. .... .... 500
Livlnpton, John W.

CorreepondenC8 with Navy Department, U. S ..•... .. . ... ..•... .. .. .. j3,l

Mentioned.... .•.••• •. ..•••. •••. ..••.• ..••.. •... .•.••. . 790
Reports of.

Orders. Receipt of "" ...•.•.............•.....•....... , US
Penguin, U. 8. S. Cruise of, from July 8 to 11,1861. ..•.•. .••. .•.... 'i8!
Penguin, U. 8. 8. Cruille of, to York River, Bnd information regard.

ing steamer WilllOn G. 8mall ...••• .••••. ...•.. •.••.• .••... .... 701
Lissie Baker, U. 8. transport llteamer.

Convoy of, by U. 8. 8. Fuchsia •... .••••• ••••.. .•.. ••.. .•.•.. 434
Mentioned •......•...... ,. ..••.. .. . .. . .•. ..•. .. . .. . 431

Lloyd, John. Mentioned .•.•.•.••••..............•..................... , 456,457
Locke, MUo W. Mentioned ......•••..................•... """ 73
Lockwood, Henry H. Mentioned ....•........................ '" . " 120, 121, 147
Lockwood, John L. See John L. Lockwood, r. S. S.
Lookwood, Samuel.

Correspondence with
Navy Department, U. S....•.....•..................... "" &it
8tringham, S. H...... 763

Mentioned...... .. .... .... . . . . ...•.. .. .••... 707,716, roo
Report of departure of U. S. S. Daylight from New York navy yard .. 709

Locu8t, John. Mentioned.... 81
Logan, Confederate eteamer. Mentioned...•.............•................. , 800
LomllJl:, Dr. Mentioned ..•••.•.......................................•.... , 81
Lomax, Samuel. Mentioned. ...•.. ...•.. :l3S
London, U. S. Conaul at. Correspondence with State Department, L. 8.... 178
Long Branch, Steamer. MentioDtltl.. ... _............•...•••..•• _...... ...••• 410
Longatreet, James. Mentioned ••.•...•....•................... _..... ... ... 34
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67

531
735
735

Page.
38

536
Lookout, Schooner. Capture of .................•..........................
Lorl~ John. Mentioned...........•....................... """ .
Loring, Harrison.

Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S """ 634
Mentioned """"" 648

Louisiana.
Blockade of coast of. See Blookade of Sovtlum, port•.
List of guns sent from Korfolk navy ~'ard to. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. 806
Order raising blockade "" ...•.. 568

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. InfantQ'-Regiment: 10th, 293.
Lourie, J. Report of damage done to U. S. S. Morse in enj;tl\gement with

battery near Fort Lowry, Va•....•.....•••............•••.....
Low, Andrew. Mentioned ...•............................................
Low, Isaao, & Co. Mentioned .
Lower Shipping Point, Va.

Confederate battery at. Report of R. H. Wyman....... .. 7
Destruction of magazines at. Report of A. A. Harwood....... 105

Lower Sandy Point, Va. See Potomac River. Panage of Confederate bat-
tene3 on, by ves.ou of Potomao Flotilla.

Lowndes, Lloyd. Mentioned .......•••....................................
Lowry, Retgart B.

Correspondence with Navy Department, U. s 688,689
Mentioned.... .•••.. •.... . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. 785, 786

Loyd, James. Mentioned : _.... 742
Lucas, Finoade. Mentioned """ 146
Luoas, J. Mentioned '" 660
Luoas, Phil. Mentioned ....•................... , 135
Lucas, William. Mentioned. "" 135
Lynch, John. Mentioned 368
Lynch, Peter. Mentioned - - _. 742
Lynch, William P. Mentioned " . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. 803,805
Lynohburg, Schooner. Captnre of ~ . . . . 683
Lyon, Catharine. Mentioned............. . . .. . . . . . 685
MoAllan, Captain. Mentioned '" 584
McBlair, Panny. Mentioned. 241
MoBlair, William.

Correspondence with navy yard, Norfolk, Va., Commandant of.... ... . 800
Mentioned ...• •... 805

McCabe, John. Statement ofcapture ofschooners Coqnette and Two Brothers. 344
MoCarty, Charles. Mentioned 289
MoCaulley, James. Mentioned .........•............ ,. . .. . . . . . . .. 333,337, 338
McClellan, G. B. See G. B. MoClellaw, Steamer.
MoClellan, George B.

Correspondence with
Harwood, A. A................ 109
Navy Department, U. S........ 28
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Attached to Potomac Flotilla....••••.•••......•••••••.••••..••••••.... 473,474
Capturea made by ....•....•...••••.••.•............•...•••••......... 496,522
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Merrill, J. Amos. Mentioned ...••.•••.••.••..•..•• "" .••..•..••..•..• "" (03
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Aquia Creek, Virginia 71,72,75
Quaker City, U. 8. S.

Attack upon boat party from, by Confederates 742,749
Captnres made by , 683,700
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662,674,675,681,696,705,707,708,715,716,725,726,753,769,774,790
Movements of..••. , . . . ... ...... .. . ... .. . .. . . 737,755
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16, 21, 23, 32, 33, 40, 52, 53, M, 56-62, 65, 69, SO, 81, 85-90, 92-95,97,
98, 101,103-105, 107-112,11(-117, 120-127,129, 131-137. 143-146, 150-156,
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320-322, 348, 349, 356, 358, 359, 362-367, 368-371,373, 375-378, 380, 381, 391,
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Wood, John Taylor............... •.. •........... 344

Statements of
Spillman, William D ........•....•.•.....•.....•.............. _. 323
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Mentioned...... .... ...•.. .... ...•. ............•. 496,502, 506, 506, 531, 567, 583
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Mentioned...... .... .... .... .... ..••.. .•.. .•.. ..••.. .•.• .•. •... (93

Roanoke, Steamer.
Canoellation of contract with Virginia navy ............••......•.•••...
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•
'I,

I

IlIDEX. 891



892 IlmU.

Pap.
Ruue1l, Chari... Mentioned ..•....••••••.•• , •••••.••••••••••••••••••.•• ,. S45
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8t. John, G. P. Mentioned ..•••. .••••••••. •..•.••••• .••••••. •••••...••.... 161
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St. Mary'., Schooner. Capture of, by John C. Braine, March 31,1865 .•••• MO,M2
St. Mary'., Steamer. Mentioned .....••.•••.••.•••••.••••.•.•....•••..• _... 735
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Sohohardt, Mr. Mentioned................................................ :l88
Sohulse, Gerhard C.

COlTllllpondence with
Parker, Foxhall A .....•...•...••••...•••...~. .. .•.. .. •... ...•.. 390
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For correspondence, Bee Stalll Depart_&, U. 8.
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See also Po/umao Ri,'('1'. Pal8age 01 Oo"l«lwa~ bGtUriu on, by ve••eZ8 of
PotMrlao FlotillG.
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Smith, Robert. Mentioned. .•. ••...............•......•.. ••••.. .•... 810
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Mentioned ......••.•...•.....•..•.•... _ " .. .. .•.. •••• 357,~~ 584
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Orders and instrnotions, Navy Department, lJ. S . 519
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Smither.. John. Mentioned .................•......................... _.. 469,470
Smoot, Mr. Mentioned .............•.......... - _ _.... 302
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Snyder, --. Mentioned. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . 279,284,581
Sommer.. Rudolph.

Mlmtioned . _. . .. .... .... ... . ... . .... .. .... . .. ... .. . . .. 227, 276, 333, 339-341, 592
Report of capture of U. S. S. Satellite, August 23, lR63........ .....•.... 332

Sonoma, U. 8. S.
Orders for movements....................•............................ _.
Wyman, R. H., appointed to command .•.......... _ ,. """ .

Sophronia, U. S. schooner.
Captnres made by. . . • . • . . . . • • . . . . . .. .... . . . • . . . . • . .. .... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 273
Cooperation with Army in expedition to Northern Neck of Virginia .... 442-451
Mentioned ...........•. """ _. . . . . . .. . . . . 142, 206, 207, 246,

~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~
Orden for movements. •... •.•. . ..• ..•. . . .. . .. . . ••. . 308
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Blockade of coast of. See Blookado of &uth_ port•.
Order raising blockade ...•.........•............... ,. . . .. . .. . . .. . . 568

South Carolina, U. S. S. Mentioned _... 630
South Carolina, Governor 0(. Mentioned. ..•.. . .•. .•••.• 654,656
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Southerner, Schooner. Seizure of.... ... . ... . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .... 96, 97
Spafford, ;J. B. See J. B. Spafford, Schooner.
Spalding, C. C. Mentioned - . .. .. . . .. . . .. 61,62, 93, 111
Sparrow, Jaoob. Mentioned _..... 763
Spearman, Mr. Mentioned 88,99
Spenoer, Hugh. Mentioned...... 161
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Mentioned.... .. . . .. •... . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . 324,325,510,592
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1863 •..•.•.....•............ , _ . . .. . . . . 323
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Staokpole, Captain. Mentioned _ - -- "
Stadelho(er, Maz. Mentioned _.• _.. - .
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}'or correspondence, ace War Dopartmmt, U. S.
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Llverpool, U. 8. coDllnl .t. . . • . • . . . . . • . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . .. .... .. . • . . .. .. 776, 783
London, U.8.coDlluI.t.................................................. 178
N.vy Deparlment, U. 8 .............•.......................... 663,752,776, 778
8t. Petonburg, U. 8. conllul at. .. .. .. . .. . .. 757
Toronto, U. 8. counael at...... ..•... 499
War Department., U. 8.... ..•..... 663

State of Chorpa, 8teamer. Mentioned _ . . . . . . . . . .. ..•... . . . . 602
Sta'Yey, Jr. H. Mentioned .•••.. .••.•• ..•... ••... 333
SteppiDc Stoll... U. 8. 8.

Attached to Potomac Flotilla... ••• .•••.• •••. ...... •••••. .•.•..••.• ..•... .93
Engagement with Confederate fol'Oell in Oeeoqnan Creek, Virginia.... •..• 5
Mentioned...........•.. «,96,.96, 1502, lI06, 508, 531, 5«, M9, 508, 559, 567, 57., 599
Operation. in Mattox Creek, Virginia, March 16-18, 18615..•.....•••••••. 534--637
ReconnoiuanC8 in Eaat River, Virginia.. .7

Sterl1D& lohD. Meutioned... ...•...... •..... 141
Starl1D& J'ohn. Mentioned. ...•.. ... ... .. . .. . .. . ... . . .. 397
Sterrett, Mn. Mentioned .•................ "'. .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. 603
Steuart, Chorp B. Mentioned... . . .. . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . 425
St.veDa, Steamer. Mentioned...... .••••. 596
Ste'YeDllOD, Mr. Mentioned .•.. ,........................................... 149
Steward, Charlea. Mentioned............................................. 360
Stewart, Dr. Mentioned ..••.••••••••.•............. ' .... ....•. .... 596
Stewart, lin. Mentioned.. •••. •.•• ••••.. •... .•.. .•.• ..•. .•.. 107
Stewart, Char1etl A. Mentioned .••••••..•••..•••••••• _.• 251,289, 2ln', :J03.-305, 607
Stewart, B. V. Mentioned. .••••• ••.••• ..... . ....•. ..•... •... .. .. . . . . ..•... 167
Stewart, J'ohn. 8hooting of. Report of Foxhall A. Parker.... 3!M
Stewart, R. B. Mentioned. •.•• .... ...•.• .••••. •... 365
Stewart, Robert G. Mentioned....... .. ...•.. 222
Stewart, Robert B. Mentioned....... . .. . .. . ..•..• .•.••. .... 107, 121
Stewart, R. B. Expedition to bouae of. Report of Tbomaa8. Phelpll... .•.. 106
StimIIon, Valentine, a Co. Mentio..:ld.. .•.•. .. . . .. .. . . .. . . 643
Stock4ale, J'ame.. Mentioned '.. 73
Stockholm, --. Mentioned. .••... ..•.•. •... .••••• •••• 488
Stockton, Edwar4 C.

Mentioned...... ...... .... ...... ••••.. .••••. •••••• •••• ••.. •.•• •.•• 653, 605-658
Te8timony concerning capture of sbip A. B. TbompllOn. .••... ...•.. ...••. 6M

Stoddard, E. JlI. Mentioned. •... •••• •..•...... .••••... .••. 695
Stone, Henry O. Hentioned ..•.•••...•.........••••.. '. • •. . . . • .. .96, 502, 506,~
Stonewall, C. 8. ram. Preparation against surpriae by.....•....•..... 563,565,567
Stratford Mi1l8, Va. Expedition to. Report of William T. 8treet.... ~

Street, William T.
Appointed to oommand

U. 8. 8. Jacob Bell ....•••.•••..•••••.••••••.••••..•••.•... "' •..•• 102,181
Second Divillion Potomac Fhitilla (temporarily).... •... .••. ...• 206

COITellpondenoe with
Arthur. William A .••. .. ..•... . .• ..•••. .•••. . .. .73,.(84
Barnes, James. .•.•.. ....•• .. .•.. ..•••. ...• 50{
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Street, Willlam'l'.-Continued. Page.
Correspondence with .

Eastman, T. H.... . .. ..•. ..••.. .•••.. . . . . .. ...• •••• . . .. .. • •• . 442
Harris, Thomas A. ...•.. ...•.. 463
Harwood, A. A........................••.•........................ 148,239
Jonell, Hugh.... .•... 306
McConnell, G. E ........•.•...........•............................ 167, (66

McCrea, E. P _••.•........... _.... .... .... .... .... .... . ..... .... 12, 132, 255
Magaw, Samuel. .....••••............•.• , •................ 196-198,201,2«
Mitchell, George B........ ...•.. 443
Mockabee, J. C...... ...• .•.. ..••.. ••.. 462
Parker, F. A....•••.••••.............•.•.......... 396,411,437,443,481,575
Schulze, G. C.... ..••.. ..••.. ..•. 468
Shankland, William F. •... ...••. 189
Taylor, Jamell _ 308, 460,~

Mentioned ..•.•...................................... 4,34,97,126,127,131,132,
198, 204, 250,2."2, 255, 267, 269, 270, 280-282, 284, 285, 289, 304, 348, 351, 400,
402404,412,414,415,422,423,427,429,«0442,4«,447,448,452,456,468,
477,484,496,502,506,508,518,531,532,584,596,598,599,605-607,612,613

Reports of.
Brandywine Hill, Va. Engagement at, December 10,1862........ •••• 193
Bush River bridge, Maryland. Measnres for protection 4-62,463,466,471
Coal, Supplies of.... 513
Cockpit and Shipping Points, Va. Passage of Confederate batteries

on, by v888els of Potomac Flotilla...... .•.... .•.... 22
. Confederate forces. Movements of. 317,482,534

Dividing Creek, Virginia. Expedition to _ _ 456
Mathias Point, Va. Clearing of trees from...... .•.•.. 89
Mattox Creek, Virginia. Expedition to... . ... . .... .... . . .. 304
Milford Haven and Stutt's Creek, Virginia. Expedition to_ _. 484
Mill Creek, VirlZinia. Combined Army and Navy expeditIOn to. 423
Monroe's Creek, Virginia. Expedition to...•.............. _... 251
Nomini Creek, Virginia. Expedition to . .... .... .... .... .... 148
Pope's Creek, Virginia. Examination of, and captures made at Great

Meadows, Va.... ...•.. ..••.. 245
Port Royal, Va. Engagement at, December 4,1862 183,185
Potomac Flotilla.

Captures made by.... .... .... .. . .... ..... .... 90,96, 266, 280, 297, 369, 370
Cooperation of, with the Army of the Potomac. __ .. . . . . .. .. .. . . . . 431
Movements of, in conseqnence of Confederate raid into Maryland

under General Early '" . .. . . . . • . . . ..•• . . . .. 462, 463, 465, (66

Potomac River.
Affaire on . . . . . .. . . . • .. •• • • •. . . . . .. .. ...• .... ... . . . . • . . .. . • . . 4-
Location of torpedoes in ...••. .... ..•... ..••.. ... ... ....•. 482

Reliance, U. S. revenue steamer. Location of pereons implicated in
death of commander of.. •... .•.•.. 483

Roanoke, U. S. 8. Arrival of, at Hampton Roa.de __ .. 505
R08ier'1l Creek, Virginia. Expedition to _. _. .. . 249
Satellite and Reliance, U. S. steamers. Attempt to destroy.......... 331
Stratford Mille, Va. Expedition to... ••. .......•.... .•.. 287
Tappahannock, Va. Expedition to........ 277
Taylor, Mr. Depredations committed on plantation of _. 441
Virginia, Northern Neck of. Combined Army and Navy expedition to. 443
Windmill Point, Va. Expedition to. .••. •..• ...• 3&1

Streight, Abel D. Mentioned.............................................. 397

:.1
"



900 INDEL

8trtnsham, 8. B. PIlla
Appointed to oommand Atlantio Blockading 8tIuadron ..........••.. _ 617,619
Auume. command of Atlantic Blockading Squadron...••....•..... _•. .. • 6U
Correspondence with

Bralne. Daniel L ..•........................ _ 739,7(7
Carr, Overton , ....• _.. 7~

Case, A. Ludlow _. .. . . .. • 7i1
Chandler, William _.•• _._ 769
Chauncey, John 8 """ __ •.. 772
Eagle, Henry .•••........................................ _.. .. 644,670,671
Gillis, J ohu P _ "'" 768, '189
Glill8On, Oliver 8 .•........................ "" .. . .. . . . . . . .. . .. .. ••.. m
Greeu, Charles _.........• _. . 763
Hull, Joeeph B........ .•.. ................••.. 795
Livingston, J. W _ 767,781
Lockwood, 8amnel.... .•.... ..•... 763
Mercer, Samuel ...........•.......•.......... , ....•........... 727,728,781
Navy Department, U. 8 ..•..........•...•..•.. (6(),621,~,626, 627, 633,

634, 635, 638, 6U,IJ.l2, 661, 666, 677, 686, 701, 702, 700l, 707, 715, 719, 727, 730,
732,735,742,743,745,746,751,754,757,761,766,767,769,770,773,787,793

Parrott, Enooh G .•... . . .. .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . • . . . . .. 640, 641, 686, 779. 780
Paulding, Hiram 665,667,682
Pendergrast, G. J 630. 6:n, 640, 687, 791-793
Purvianoe, H. Y •••••• •.. ••. •.• ••. ..•• ...• ..•••. .•...••• 7Sl
Van Brnnt, GershomJ..... 667
Went, G. M ............••••...................................• "'" 6'i6

Mentioned ...•............••••....................................... 627,628,
634,637,639,640,666,669,672,675,676.678,681,684-687,690.695,7~,

708,710-713, 718,722,725,733-736,742,743,752,766,768, 772, 773, 795
Reports of.

Atlantic Blookading Squadron.
Affairs of .....•..........•.•..............••.•••••••.. 714,749,777,780
Capturee made by " .•.•.. 630,637,639,669, 729, 756, 762, 7m
Disposition of v_Is•••.••........•••.... 630,662,664,753, Too, 774, 791
Insuffioiencyof force ............................•....•...... _... 682

Cape Henry, Va. Necessity for occupation of __ ...•.. 649
Cumberland, U. 8. S. Service for "" "'" 648
D. C. Pearce, Bark. Aid afforded.... . .. . .. 632
Fre8h water. Snpplies of..........•..... ~.. 637
Hiawatba, British bark. Seizure of...... ..•... 6i'>9
Jordan, Marshall P. Refusal of, to take oath of allegiance to the

United States """'" .•........ .•... 748
Minnesota, U. S. S.

Arrival of, at Fortress Monroe, Va ....••.........•••........ "'" 629
Condition of. ............•.................................... 617~19

Cruise of, from .June 11 to 18, 1861....... 726
Departnre of, from BOllton, Mass., deficient in officers...... . 625
Transfer of officers ....•...............••.............. """ .•.• 775

Monticello, U. S. S. Condition of...... ..••.. 788
Orders. Receipt of "" .. . 625,765
Perry and Keystone State, U. S. v_Is. Arrival of, at Hampton Roads. 639
Prizes. Dispositiou of. 667,726,749
Quaker City, U. S. S.

Deficiency in officers. .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . ..•... •... 759
Rescue of refugees.. . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. 755
Bervices or. ....•••.•.... , .•..... "" """ .••••• •... •••• ••.• •••• 631
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36
41-43
62-64

663

Stringham, S. H.-Continued.
Reports of.

Rappahannock River. Affair on, between U. S. S. Monticello and Con.
federates , _ 739, 740

Refugees. Transportation of. __ . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 660
Rodman cannon. Purchase of v6Ilsel for. " .•......... _'" ___ 758
Savannah, C. S. privateer schooner. Capture of, by U. S. brig Perry.. 691
Seminole, U. S. S. Movements of _ __ .. _ _. . 786
Sewell's Point, Va. Engagement betweeu U. S. steamers MQnticello

and Thomas Freeborn and Confederate battery at...... 614
West India Squadron. Disposition of vessels _., _. . 761
Youug Greek, Bark. Assistance rendered, by steamer Cambridge_ 790

Stuart, David. Mentioned ........•.•......• , , '" ...•..... 115,117
Stuart, E. V. Mentioned......•...•.....•...•........ ,. 158
Stuart, ,James E. B.

Correspondence with W. H. F. Lee.......•..... _ _.. _ _" 187
Mentioned ......•••..••••.• , ••..........•...... _. . . . . . . . .. . .. 188, 322

Studley, Ira B.
Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S .•..........................
Mentioned ............•..............•.......... _ .

Sturgeon Creek, Virginia. Skirmish in. Report of A. A. Harwood. _.. _ .
Sturgi.. Rusllell. Mentioned .
Stutt'. Creek, Virginia. Expedition to, September 24,1864. Reports of

Arthur, William A. •.... .••••• .••••. ...••. .•..•. 484
Parker, :Foxhall A...••.••...•.•....••.....•....... , __ .. . 484
Street, William T _.................... 484

Stuyvesant, M. S. Report of movements of John Taylor Wood.. .••. 1167
Sullivan, Edward. Mentioned ........................•..... _.. . 344
Summers, John. Mentioned...... .•••.. .••... ..•... 320
Summers, William H. Mentioned ...............•............... __ 535-537
Sumner, Edwin V. Mentioned .... ....•. ..•.•. ...•.. ...•.. ...•.. ...•.. 176
Surly, William. Mentioned ..•........................•.............'..... . 318
Susquehanna, U. B. S.

Condition of ...••...•••....•..•••.....•..••.••••......•..•.••......... 772,793
Mentioned _ _ . . ...•.. 504, 743, 778,777, 779, 788
Request for rifled cannon for.... . •... . . . . . . . . .. ..•• . . •. .... .• • • •. 761

Sutlers'Vesllels.
Detention of.

Communication from M. C. Meigs. ••••. .... .... .... .... .••. .•.. .•.•.. 262
Orders aud instructions. A. A. Harwood ................•.•.• ,.. •... 262

Frauds practiced by.
Communications from

Georgetown, D. C. Collector of customs' at __ "" .•.. 238
Harwood, A. A........••.............•...... """ ......•. 238

Orders and instructions, A. A. Harwood.... .. 238, 234, 236,237
Reports of

Harwood, A. A ,. _ 232,237-239,273
McCrea, E. P 234,273

Revocation of order for detention. . ...• 268
Suttle, Henry A. Mentioned _ ,. .. .. SOB
Sutton, Captain. Mentioned , _. .. . 751
Sutton, E. A., Mrs. Injuries done to property of. Report of Thomas H.

Eastman ..... _...•.............................•............ _. 536
Sutton, James. Mentioned. .•.••. .....• •..... ..•• .•. ... .... 250,251,605
Swann, J. T. Mentioned _ _._.. .........••. 136
Swift, Samuel. Mentioned ,. . .. . . 486
SwIaher, Albert R. Mentioned.... •....... •..•• ••• •••• ••••••...•.. ..•• •••• 32
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4, 113
142
69
~

Sword, lAllUlL Mentioned ..............................••••.•....••••....
Sydneyl~ SohooDu. Capture of ...............................•.•••..
~. A. Ward, L. 8. lIChooner.

Capturee made by.••••.•.•.....•..........••.••.•.••••.••. 114-117,156, 161, 283
Mentioned 129,139,147,1-&9,160,162, 174, 2m, 255, 260, 263

~. Berry, 8loop. Mentioned... .... ... . ...• .... .... .... .•. . .•. . . . •... 608
~t, William. Mentioned .............................•. , ...•.•....••.. 29,30
~allmadp,Grier. COrTellpondence with G. J. Pendergrast.. .•.. .... ...• .... 701
'1'aDper Sound MOTementB of Confederatel in. BellOn of Edward Hooker. 516
~r'. Creek, Virsfnia. GllD8 and equipment. for. See Virgi.i4. Prt1p-

Arcdiotll for fkftJa~ of.
'l'appahaDDock, Va. Expeditiona to. ReportB of

Linnekin, T. J '." 278
McCrea, E. P.. ..••.. . .. .. . .•. 3S-36
8treet, '''illiam T . .•.. ..••.. .. •••. m

'l'attDall,loUah. Mentioned 654, 656
~ayloe, Angelo. Mentioned....... . . ..••.. . ...•.. ..• .. . ••. 151
'.rf..yloe,lohn.

Mentioned .•..•...••••...................•............................•.
Taking of arme from honae of ....•...•.....•...........................•

~.ylor,--. Mentioned .
'l'aylor, Dr. Mentioned .
'1'8ylor, Mr. Depredationa committed on plantation of.

OrdeI'll and inetructiona. Navy Department, U. S•.....••. '.. •.• «1
ReportB of

Parker, F01hall A. . •• • . • •••• . ••• ••• • ••• • • . . . • . .. . . .. . . . . •• . • . . •• •. 441, «2
8treet, William T. ...••. ..•• «I

'I'aylor, George. Mentioned.... .•..•• 22:l
Taylor, Henry. Mentioned. •••• ...•.. ..•• 865
'l'aylor, Jamea. Mentioned................................................. 222
~.ylor, Jamea, Acting Muter.

COlT6llpondence with
Hooker, E ..•.•...••...•••••••••••...•.•••••....•••............ 461,'74, 514
Navy Department, U. S .......•....•....•••..••••............•...•• ,. 554
Parker,F.A. ......••.. .•.... .•••.. ..••.. ...•.. .••. ..•... ..•.•. 512
Street, William T 308,'60,50&

Mentioned .......•........••...•.............. 389,403,496, 502, 606, 508, 510, 531
'I'aylor, John S. Mentioned...... .••... •••••••.•...••.•..•... 805
'I'aylor, John W. Mentioned. .•.•...•....................•.•... ..•. .... m
Taylor, Joeeph H. Corrllllpondence with F. D. Sewall...... .•.... . .•.... Ml
Taylor, Robert. Mentioned........... ...•.. ...... ...•.. .... ..•.•. ••.••..• 370
Taylor, Samuel C. Mentioned............................................. 222
Taylor, William E. Mentioned.... 618
Taylor, William L. Mentioned ,.. 88
Teaeer, C.S.S.

Assigned to Army duty ,... 808
Mentioned .....•.••.........................•.....................••.. 803,809

Teaeer, - U. 8. S.
Assistance rendered U. S. transport steamer George Peabody.. . . . . .. ..•••. 306
Boat expeditions from, to

Monroe's Creek, Virginia ~ •.•.••••.....•..•.•......... '" ..•• 251
Nomini, Va ..••••• •.•...••.. ...•.. .•••....•••.•......... 386

Captnrea made by. . . . . •. .. . . .. ..•••. . . .. .... . • •• .. . . . . . . . . . . .. lSI, 151, 153, S13
Inability to reach Gunpowder River bridge in time to prevent destruction. 470

-:rOlDUlrlyC.8.8.Teuer.
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'.l"eaJMlr, U. 8. S.-Conti.nued. Page.
Engagement with Confederate battery at Brandywine Hill, V"., Decem-

ber 10, 1862.....................................•• _" ... . .. .... 194
Expeditions to

Gwynn's Island, Virginia.... •.......... .•.•.. 14.7
Machodoc Creek, Virginia. . . . .. . . . . .. .•.. UO
Rosier's Creek, Virginia 249,251

List of refugees, contrabandB, and goods brought to \V88hington navy
yard by.••..•....•... :.... ..••.. .•.. 98

Mentioned •..............•..............•... 77,96,97,100,115,127,128,132,148,
150,154, 171, 177,180,182,189,198,200,203,204,2«-246,~258,260,265,

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Relieved from duty in Potomac Flotilla.....•••••.•••••.•••••..•....••• 567,574.
Telegraph, U. S. transport steomer. Depredations committed by, near mouth

. of Rappahannork River....•••............•..•......•.......•. 70,79
Tennent, George W. Mentioned. .••••. •••••• S4.5
Tenneallee.

List of guns sent from Norfolk navy yard to.... .•.• ..•... ...• 806
Order raising blockade.... .... . . . . . • • • • • . . . . .. ...• .•• • •• . . . . . 568

Tennison, Mr. Mentioned ..••••...•••..•.•................ _.. .. ...• 538
'l'ereM Cabana, Spauish bark. Mentioned ..........•• _... .••• .. .•.. .... 692
Tere.., Juana. Seo Juafla Terua, Spaflull. brig.
Terwilliger, Simon. Mentioned. . . . . . .. . . .. .... . . . . . . . . .. .•••.• . . . . . . . . •. 4.56, 4.57
Texas. Blockade of C088t of. See BlockGde 01Bo.~portl.
Thacker, B. C. Mentioned. ...•.• .•.... .••••. ...•.. MS
Thomas, --. Mentioned.. ..•••. ..•... 785·
Thomas, Midshipman. Mentioned.. . . .. . ... ..••.. 856
Thomas, John (Colored). Mentioned. ...•.. .••••. ...••• ••.... ...• ••.• 4.91
Thomu, John. Mentioned ............••.•.......••................ , 137,308, S06
Thomu, W. B. Mentioned.... ...•.• ..•.•. ...•.. S82
Thomas C. Worrell, Sutler's sohooner. Seizure of . .• _... •.••.. . . . .•. . ••• ••• 237
Thomas Preeborn, U. S. S.

Abstract log, March 22, 1868, to June 17, 1865.... .... ... . .... .... .... .... 611-618
Arrival of

At Fredericksburg, Va ..••.. .•••.. .•.••• •••••. .••••• •••• ••.. ..•. 51
In Potomac River....... . . .. .. . . .. .... ••. . .... •. . • . . . . • . . . . •• . .• 84.

Captures made by.•.••.......•..............•• 55,59, SO, 85, 124., 146, 158,4.86,518
Condition of...... .. •... .. .. ...•.. .. .. ...•.. .••• 4.20
Commanding officer. Correspondence with E. Hooker... ...••. ..• .... 566
Deatruction of salt worD in Shelton's Creek, Virginia...•.............. 4.54.,456
Engagement with Confederate battery

Near Fort Lowry, Va., February 21, 1868.•.••..••••...........••... 285,2S6
At Sewell's Point, Va., May 18 and 19, 1861. 64.4.-64.8

Expedition. to
Dividing Creek, Virginia.......... ••.. ••.. ...•.... ....•. .•.• 4.65
Milford Haven and Stutt's Creek, Virginia..... 4.84.
Mobjack Bay and Piankatank River ..•••..............•.......•....• 4.4.-4.6
Old Haven Creek, Virginia ~ .••......... , . ..••.. ..•. ...• S53

Hooker, E., appointed to command. ..•. .... .. .... .. . . . . .... .. .. .. ...• Si)6

Mentioned 8,27, 28, 49, 52-64, 56, 58, 66, 67, 76, 78, 92, 98,
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
200,203,204, 218, 24.2,24.4,246, 25&-257, 260-264,268,281,284.,287,29(,828,
329,848,84.7,84.8,851-352,858, 859, 862,366,367,374,891,898,897,898,4.02,
4.08,406,407,408,418,415,417,427,486,437,4.41,«4-448,456,481-488,489,
4.96, 002, 506, 508, 510, 512, 526, 581, 582, 534, 543-54.6, 550, 562, 564., 582, 583,
585,~,591,598,594,598-600,607,609,661,664,665,689,7llli,786,788,796



904 INDEX.

'1'homaa :Freebom, U. ~. !'.-ContinuNl. ~

Orders for movements.......•.............................• _•• _. . . . . .. 553, 5!iii
Relieved from dnty in Potomac Flotilla _.......••..... 56'i.5it
Search for aaaaeain of Abraham Lincoln...... ...• •.•• .•.. •... ;;a
i'mitb, W. II., appointed to command " _••... _. _.. 3r.

'1'homaa XWam. Britiah YeNe!. Mentioned......•............•........•. _.. 'i'l!3
'l'homaa Reilly, Sloop. Seizure of _.....................•..••.• _. .. 1<&
Thoml*)D, A. B. See.4.. B. TltOlltpaoll, Sltip.
'l'homl*)D, A. D. Mentioned : ...........•...•.... _• . . . . . ••. Ii51
'l'hompllOD, A. W. See.4.. Jf. T1IO.plOlI, SckOOfltT.
'rhoml*)D, Charle. D. Men&ioned 137
'l'hompllOD. Georp. Men&ioned..............................•••••.• _••• 2!i
'l'hompllOD. Henry. Mentioned............................................ T.!6
'l'homl*)D, Jacob. Mentioned..................................••.. _.•. _.. U9
'l'homl*)D, 111. Mentioned. . .. . .. . . . .. .. ••. . . . . . .••. .•.. Iii
'l'hompllOD, Mary E. See Mary B. ThOlltp'OIl, .4..mca1l brig.
ThompsoD, Peter, et aI. Correepondence with Navy Department, U. S.. .•.. 6
'l'hompllOD, Wll11am. Mentioned _............•.•••.•. _ 219
'l'hompllOD, William (Colored). Mentioned _.•..•••........•.• _. •... 22i
'l'homl*)D, WW1am. Mentionecl .........•..........••••.....• " • •• . . . •••• 653
'l'hompllOD, William H. Mentioned.......... .... ........•.... ... 37j

'l'h0D1ll0D, Edward R. Mentioned.... . . . . . . .. .. . . •••• ~,787,llUi

'l'homton, Edward. Mentioned.... ......••. .•. ..• 370
'l'hornton, :Frank. Mentioned. . . . . . . . . . . . ...• .. • . . . . . . . .. ..••.. ••.. . . .• .... 136
'l'hree Brother., Schooner. Captnre of. ...........•....••......••.. _•• _ . • . . 321
'l'hree Brothen, Steamer. Capture of 86'i,36Il
Tiger, U. S. revenue cntter. AsIIistance renderecl to, by U. S. S. Banshee...... 51;
Tioga, U. 8. S. Orders for movements _.. . . .. . . .. 72
Titan, Tug.

Callture of. ReportB of
Buell, M. C. B. •... .••. ..••.. ••.... .....•.. 39l/
Butler, Benjamin F...... ...•.. .•.•.. .•••.. .•.. 401
Eckert, Thomas T. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . • . 399
Hooker, Edward...... ....•. ...•.. 398

Destruction of. ReportB of
Hooker, Edward.... .. ..•... ..••.. 398
Parker, Foxhall A. ...• 401

Mentioned .........................•.. 398,400-402, 414, 416,~, 583, 597, 601, 611
Search for

Orders and instructions.
Navy Department, U. S...•....•............................... 399,400
Parker, Foxhall A. . 400

Report of Foxhall A. Parker. . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . 4.01
Todd, Captain. Mentioned ..•............................................ 350,355
Todd, Captain. Mentioned................................................. 799
Todd, Dr. Mentioned.... .. . 312
Todd, George B.

Mentioned ....•...........................•....................... """ 301
Report of clUlualties resulting from engagementll at Brandywine Hill, Va. 194

Todd, Henry B. Mentioned ...•.. .. .•.... ..•• ..•.. ..• ..•. :lO3
Todd, Henry D.

Correspondence with Garrett J. Pendergrast.•.•...........•........... 672,693
Mentioned.... . .. •... .. .. . . .•.• 673,694,766

Todd, T. R. Mentioned .......•.........................................• _. 73
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Tole, J'ames C. Pap,
Mentioned...... •••• •••••• •.•. .•.• •••. •••• •••••. ••.. .•.• .••. •..•.. 54,

~~~-~~~~~~.~~~~~~
Report of capture of Confederates near Mathiu Point, Va. 489

'l'omliJulon, 8amuel Report of condition of U. S. S. Dawn...... 724
'l'oombtt, Robert. Mentioned..................... ... .. 693,797
Toomey, Pred. Mentioned .........••....... ,. "" .•.. 211
Top, Edward W. Mentioned.... •... ...• 113
Tordenskjold, AdmiralPeter. See AdmiraZ Peter TordlJtl'kjo1d, Norwegian bark.
Toronto, 11. 8. Conaul at. Correepondence with State Department, U. Soo.. 499
Torpedoes.

Capture of.... .••••• •••• •••. •••••••••• .•••••.• .••••. •••• ••.• •••• •••. 497
Description of ..•• . . . . •. .... .... . .. . . . . . . . . . •• . . . . .. .. 432, 433
Location of, in Rappahannock Riyer 427,482
Preparation of, by Confederates to attack U. S. S. Roanoke. 495,497,498,500-503
Removal of, from Rappahannock River...... ••.. ....•. •••••• 429
Search for .•.•........••..••••••....•.•............................... 575,576

Towill, Mr. Mentioned.................................................... 561
TowDBend, E. D. Corrllllpondence with B. F. Butler...... .... . ...• .... .... 458
Trader, Mr. Mentioned.......................................... ..•... .•. . 209
Transfer of American vessels to Brltillh ownerahip. See BntiBh olMler,hip,

Tran,Jer oj ..dmmcan tl8/I"1, to.
Transporta, 11. 8.

Attack upon. Reports of
Harwood, A. A 305,306
Schulze, G. C '.... 305

Capture of. See Harnet De Ftn'd, U. 8. traMport. Capture oj.
Convoy and protection of.

Communications from
Hardie, James A.... •..• ....•. ..•••• ...• ...•.. 425
McClellan, George B •....... .. . . .. .. . . . . .•.. . . . . . . .. . . . . 28
Pendergrast, G. J . ...•.. .. . . . . . .. 677

Orders and instructions.
Navy Department, U. S 425,451
Peudergrut, G. J "" 675
Taylor, Jamllll •••••. 308

Reports of
Ealltman, Thomu H... . . .. .. . . . . . . .• . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . ... . • 452
Parker, Foxhall A ...•........ . .. .. ... . .. .. . 485
Sartori, L. C... ....•.... .•.•.. 686
Smith, W. H _. . . 425
Wyman, R. H .........•.....................•....•.............. 27,28

See also Poto7llaC Flotilla. Cooperation oj, ill the movemellt, oj the .Army oj
the Potomac.

Depredations committed by. Report of }'. J08861yn....... ..•••. .••• 70
Traak,--. Mentioned............ 166
Travis, J'. Thomas. Mentioned....... .......• 285
Treakle, J'ames. Mentioned """ 33
Treasury Department, C. 8. Correspondence with B. C. Pre881ey .•.. . . . . .. 652
Treasury Department, 11. 8. Corrllllpondence with

Dnngan, Thomu M "" .••• .••••• •••• .•.••• .••••. .••••. ...••• .....• 158
Goodrich, John Z . ....•. 642
Harrington, George _ 720
Howard, William A. .•. . •... . .• •• .. .. . .••... .•.. 70t
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'1'reaaury Department, U. S.-Continued. Correspondence wiUl ~

Navy Ilt-paTtment, U. 8 ...••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 70&, 759
RodDey, Tbomas M. . . . . . ••.. ... . .. •.. . .. ...••• .. . . . . .. . • .. .... .•.• . • • . . . T.lO

~ohard, Stephen D.
COm'lpondenoo witb Navy Department, U. 8.... •••...• .•••.. .....•.• 63l
Repon of tranapon of refog_ to :Sew York... ...•.......... ••.• 68l

~ot,William B. Mentioned.•..........•••.•........••.....• 6M, 655, 657, 658
'l'riumph, 8teamer. Mentioned...................... ••••.. ....•• ••••• 598
Tropic Wind, British ecboooer. Diepoeition of...... .....•......• •••• fi6i
Tuck, Amo.. Mentioned .•.• .... •••. .••••. .••••. .•... ...•........ •••• 212
Tucker, John R.

ApppoiniOO to command
C. 8. S. yorktown....... . .. . . . . .. .. .•.• .•.• 802
Naval def611868 of Jamll8 River........ . .••....•... 797

Correspondence with
Lee, Roben E ......••••..•...•. •..• . ..••. 7!1i
Navy Depariment, C. 8 - """ 812

Mentioned .•••••.••••••••••.......•....•••••••••..•••..•........ ,. .... 803, 80l
'I'alip, L 8. 8.

Condition of .. ,... .••• .••• ...• .... ...• .... .... .... .... ...••. .•.• 37"1
Mentioned . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. 323, 328, 352-354, 362, 363, 367,

3H, 380, 383, 388, 391, 393, 398,401, 402,~ 415, 425, 436, «8, 47-1,591
'l'urner, B. C., Mn. Mentioned , •••••••••. •••• 685
'l'urner, Jamea W.

Mentioned 299,300,309
Reportll of.

Brandywine Hill, Va. Engagement at, December 10, 1862. ••••.••.•. 193
C&llIIalldra and Nanjemoy, Schooners. Capture of ..•••. .... ...• .•.• • 301
Dana, U. 8. schooner. Movements of.... •.. .•• •.• ..• ••• •.•• 51

'l'urner, Robert. Mentioned...... •.• ••. .•• •••.•• ••..•• •••...... .......•.... 20
'l'urner, '1'. P. Mentioned........ ......• .•....... .•.. 440
'l'arner, Thoma&. Corrll8pondence with A. Ludlow Case........ 140
Turpin, John. Mentioned. ..•. ..•••. ..•... M6
'l'urplD, sewell. Mentioned...... .••••• ••.. .•.•.. •... .•.. . M6
Two Brothere, 8chooner.

Capture of...... s.u
Mentioned _. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. ..•••. 346

'l'ye, John. Mentioned........... . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. 331, 592
Tyler, Sr.-tue B. Mentioned............................................. 559
Tyler, John S.

COrrll8pondeuce with John Z. Goodrich............................... ••. 643
Mentioned. . . •. . . . . . .. .••••. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .•.. 642

Tyson, Jack. Mentioned.. .... .. . . . .. . .. . . . .•.. ..•... 298
Uncle Ben, 8t~amer. Capture of 662~,669, 671
Underwriter, U. 8.8. Mentioned ..••.. ..•. 3M
Union. Corrll8pondence with Winfield Scott..................... •..... ..• .. 715
Union, U. S. S.

Captures made by •••• ..•••. •••••• .... .••••. •.•• .. . •.. 690,695, 7CT1, 7U, 728, 729
Mentioned ...•........ 630,662,6&,665,682,683,711,726,742,7«,7409,753, 7M, 79S
Movement8 of. 771,741
OperlltioD8, etc., 011' Charleston, 8. C...... .•.... ....•. ..•••. ...•.. 781
Orden for movements 743, 792, 796

Union Troope. Mentioned. Infantry-Regiments: 8th (.&gul4r.), 550; 36th
(Colorod), '50.
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United States, C. S. frigate. Page.
Fittinl( out of, as school ship...... ....•. ....•. ....•. BOB
Mentioned ........••............................•................ _ ... 806

Upshur, J'ohn H. Mentioned ,.. 46(

Urbana Creek, Virginia. Encampment of Confederate forces near. Report
of Edward Hooker...... .. ••• ••• .•••.. ..........• 395

Urbana, Va.
Engagement between U. S. S. Eureka and Confederates at. Report of

Foxhall A. Parker ........•..•. .... .....•... •••• .... .... ... ... 411
Reconnoissance near. Report of Edward Hooker......... ••.... .•.. ••.. 403
Shots fired over, by U. S. revenue steamer Hercules. Reports of

Dean, Benjamin C •••••...••.... __ ...•.•...... _..................... 160
Dungan, T. M.••••.•••......•..... _. 158
Harwood,A. A _ 159,178

Valentine, J. Mentioned , ..•..... 239
Van BoBkirk, J'ames.

Mentioned. . • • . . .... . . .. ... . ••• ••• .•.. ...• •. •. .• •• •. . . . . • ••. . . • . .. 204, 232, 283
Report of captures made by U. S. schooner Adolph Hugel....... .... .... . 252

Van Brunt, Gershom J.
Correspondence with

PendergrWlt, Garrett J .........•... _. • .. .. .• . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . 736
Stringham, Silas H .•............... ,.. ....•• 667

Mentioned ...............•................•......•...........•..... _.. 624,730
Vandalia, U. S. ship.

Mentioned.... .•••.. ..•.•. •... 636,678,680, 707, 728, 753, 792
Movements of... ...•.. ••.•.. 727
Orders for movements..............................•.•.........•.. 659,685,795

Van Orden, W. T. B., Jr. Mentioned.... .... .... •••• •... .... .•••.. .•.• .... 730
Vassar, Matthew. See Matthew VaII.ar, U. S••hip.
Vanx, Richard. See Richard ValU, Sloop-yacht.
Verbena, U. S. tug.

Attached to Potomac Flotilla '.' .•.• . . . • . . . . •. . .. . ... .. . ••• . • . . .. 468, 469
Mentioned...... ..•••. ....•. .. 496,502,506,508,531,567,574

Vice-President, U. S. Correspondence with J. C. Peterson...... .••.. ...•.. 782
Victoria, British schooner. Mentioned •.•... __ ... .... ...• .... .... .•••.. .... 714
Virginia.

Blockade of coast of. See Blockade of Sout1lern porll.
List of vessels employed by, June 24, 1861 . .. . . .. .... ..•• . . . . . • • • . • . • • • . . 809
Order raising blockade. . . . •. .• . • .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . . . . •• • ••. .. .••.•• •• . . •. . . 568
Preparations for defense of.

Communications from
Huger, Benjamin...... .... .••. .•.. .••••. •••• •••••. •.•••. .... .... 802
Lee,R.E ...•.........••................•..........•...•..•...... 806
Navy Department, C. S _... ..••.. •..•.. .••••. ...•.• .••... 808

List of navaldefenses 804-806
Orders and instructions.

Barron, S ..••...................•................••.•.••.• 797,802,809
Lee, R. E. . . . .. . . . . .. .•••.. .. . . ... . .. .. . . . . .. .. .• • • •. . •• ••. 802, 808, 811
Navy yard, Norfolk, Va., Commandant of•••••• ••••••.• 798-802,809-811
Virginia, Governor of . .... •... ... . .... •••• ..•. .. ..••.. •••• •••••. 797

Report of S. Barron. . . . . . . •••••• . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . .. •••• . ••• •••. ... . 803
ProtectlOn of citizens of.

Orders and instructions, Navy Department, U. S .. . ...• •..• •••... .... 52
Reports of

Magaw, SamueL........................ ...••• •••• .••••. .••• •... 53
Wyman, R. H....... .••••. . . •••. . •••. . •• •••. .•• ••• •• •• •••• .•••.. 31, 4.6
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Pap.
Vlrpma, C. S. ram. Movements of a party of marinee from .•.•.. __ ... .•... 53'i
Vlrpnia, C. S. S. See MerrlMa('k, C. S. s.
Vlrpnia, Steamer.

Destruction of ...................•..................... _..... _. . . . . . . .. . 3i
Mentioned _ _ :..'6,30,31. Si, 579, 738, 809

Vlrpnia, lJutem Shore of. l'nprotected condition of.
Communications from

Lee, S. P ...........•.••••..•.••. ,... . . • • . . . . .. . . . . . . . • •. .•. • . . . . • . . . 361
Navy Department, U. s _.. 361

Report of A. A. Harwood.... . .. .. . .. . . ..•. .. .•••.. 360
Vlrpnia, Governor of.

Correepondence with
Barron, Samuel. '" ....................•......... _ _.. . 8(B

Lee, Robert E .................•.......................... - .. . . . . . . . . ~

Tacker,JohnR 'i!n'
Virginia state Convention ..........••................... __ . 809

Mentioned... ... .. . . . . .... ... ... ..••.. ...•.. . . . . .. .... . . .... .. . .. . 763, 809
Vlrpnia, :Northern :Neck of.

Combined Army and Navy expedition to, June 11-21, 1864.
Communications from

Draper, Alonzo 0 . .. . .. .. .. . . 4!iO
Eastman, Thomas H - .....•.•...... , ...•...••..•••• 442, 445

DepredatioD8 committed during.
Communication from Thomas H. ElWltman '" . . .. .. 4-51
Report of Edward Hooker ...•.. ..••.. .. . . .. ...• 451

Orders and inetructions.
ElI.8tman, Thomas H..... •... .....• ...••. .•••.... ~
Hooker, Edward...... ..••.. .. 443
Parker, Foxhall A _.... 4-l5
Street, \Villiam T ...•........ .••... ..•...• W

Reportl of
Hooker, Edward «-4~

Parker, Foxhall A .........•.......•••••...•............•. _'" «9,4!iO
Street, \VilliamT.......................•................... _...• «3

Cooperation of the Navy with the Army in expeditiou to, January 12,186(.
CommU1lication from Foxhall A. Parker...... •... 383
Orders and instructions, Foxhall A. Parker. ...•.. . .. . . . ..••.. 386
Reports of

Hooker, Edward •..•................... _..........•....... 382-384,388
Parker, Foxhall A. .. ..••.. 388

Movementl of Confederate troops on. Reports of
Hooker, Edward •.......•.•..••............................... 468,4075,510
NelBon, Thomas.... . ...•.. . ...• 611
Parker, Foxhall A........ ........• .•....... .•. 650

Vlrg1n1a State Convention. Correspondence with Governor of Virginia.... 809
Vlrg1n1a Troop.. Mentioned.

Artillery-Moorman's Battery, 187; Norfolk Light Artillery Bines, 64.8;
Stuart's Horse Artillery Battalion, 188; Walker's Battery, 27.

Cavalry-Regiments: 4th, 320; 5th, 345, 809; 9th, 113, 142, 318, 398,522;
10th, 200, 297; 15th, 318; Stuart's, 187.

'nfantry-Regiments: 12th, 520; 13th, 73; 26th, 598; 40th, 376; 55th, 320,
358,370,518,597; Norfolk Junior Volunteers, 648; Northnmber
land Home Guards, 488, 490; 'Westmoreland Reservee, 582;
Woodis Rilles, 648.

Vista, Sutler'llchooner. Seizure of ... . . . . . .... . . . . . .•. . ... •••••• .••••. ... . 238
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465
460
161
18

Page.
11

M4
Volunteer, Steamer. Mentioned .
Vorger, Charles. Mentioned ........•••.............•................... " .
Wabash, U. S. S.

Mentioned 635,661,662,664,677,702,714,726-729,742,753,763,764,781,792
Movements of. 684,687
Ordered to duty in Atlantic Blockading Rquadron . 639

Wachusett, U. S. S.
Mentioned 79,81,84
Operations, etc., in Potomac River. .. 77
Orders for movements....... •.............. ...•.. 72

Wade, Benjamin P. Mentioned. .. .•.. .... . .. . .. .. .. .. . 644
Wadsworth, James S.

Correspondence with
Harwood, A. A.. """ ..•... . . . . ...••. . ..• 110
Shinn, Stephen... •... 94

Mentioned.... .. .. .. . . .. .. 62,64,86,94, 102, 104, 100, 110, 135
Wainwright, Jonathan M. Mentioned.. . . . . . . .. . .. . .. .. . . .. 775
Walker, Captain. Mentioned _. .. . .. . 805
Walker, Midshipman. Mentioned 655,657,658
Walker, Pilot. Mentioned. .... .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .... 597
Walker, Benjamin. Mentioned 496,502,506,508,531,592,600
Walker, Charles R. Mentioned............ . . 596
Walker, Luther. Mentioned............................................... 520
Walker, William L. Mentioned........ . ... ... .. . ... .... .. .. .... .. 52,53
Walker & Cunard. Mentioned '" . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . .. . 778
Wallace, J. S. Mentioned 158,167
Wallace, Lew.

Correspondence with William T. Rtreet ...•..............................
Report of burning of Gunpowder River bridge .

Walter, Robert. Mentioned """ .
Walters, Pilot. Mentionell .........•......................................
Walters, Renry.

Mentioned.... .... .... .... .... .... .... 143, 165,247,333-338,341,344,345,591,592
Statement of capture of U. S. S. Reliance.. . . .. .. .. .. . 342

Walton, Dr. Mentionell. . . .. 112
War Department, C. S. Correspondence with Navy Department, C. S . 578
War Department, U. S.

Correspondence with
Butler, Benjamin F . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. .. . . .. 401
Drew, Charles H . 555
Hoffman, William , 438
.Johnson & Higgins. .. ...• 663
Navy Department, U. S 47,48,347,385
State Department, U. S . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . 663

Transfer of a Rodman cannon from, to Atlantio Blookading Sqnadron.
Communications from

Navy Department, U. S 745
Stringham, S. H , .. . . .. .. .. . 750

Order countermanded. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770
Purchase of ve88el for 757,758

Ward, C. P. Mentionell 126,127
Ward, C. P. See C. F. Ward, Life boat.
Ward, James R. Mentioned 343,644, r,45, 661, 664, 665, 669, 677
Ward, R. C. A.. See R. C• ..:1. Ward, Schooner.
Ward, Stillman W. Mentioned .............•.••••.••••••••... ~ •. 496,502,506,508
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67-1
67(
675

Ward, T . .A. Bee T• ..4. Wearcl, r. s.~.
Ward, W. Walter. Mentioned ......••............ """"" ..•.....•••...
Ware, ftODUlII R. Ml.'ntioned , _.
WartDs, S. J. 8ee S. J. Wearittg, &lootaer.
WlII'Der, John. See Job WiIII'IIn', Su._.
Warren, Gouverneur It. Mentioned............••....... "" _. .•.. 32'i
Warreo, J. Mentioned.....•..... _..••.....•.......••........._. .... 586
Warwiok, Amy. Bee ..4"" WIInt'ic", Brig.
WIUIhioaton, Georp. Mentioned ...............•.............. _... .... .... 715
WlUIhioatoo, Georp. Bee G-fle WlUll.g"'-, Bel_er.
WlUIhioatoo, Lady. See Lad, Wa,1tittgtOtl, Yealt'.
Wuhio!tOo, Mary. See Mea,., WlUlillf'-, 'nH'.
WaahiJJItoo, D. C., U. S. DRtrtctJudp. COlTClllpOndenoe with G. J. Pen·

dergraat ••.•••••....•................... _....•... _....•. 670, 6'i3, 674
Watch,· U. 8. 8. Relieved from duty in Potomac Flotilla... •••..... ..... ••. 0,4
Waterman, E. See E. WCIUraCIW, &1toofIm-.
Wat.oo, Mr. Mentioned................•....................•..... " _... 251,60>
Wat.on, CharlellP. Mentioned ......•.... _ 145,1'6,176.582
Wat.oo, Jam•. Mentioned .•.•..... - - _ _. 336,339
Wat.oo, Joll1ah. Mentioned ..•••.....•.......•........ "'.' •.............. _ i$

Wat.on, William S. Mentioned.... •••. ...• .... .•.... ..•. .... .•.. •... ..... 208
Wat:t8, Samuel. Mentioned .........................•.............•.... " . 632
Webfter, Alezander. Mentioned••..•....•..........•......•... __ .•. "" 211,212
We~r, C. Everett. Mentioned _..•.............. ,.. .•.• 686
Webster, Dan. 8ee DeaA Web,,., Steafllm-.
Weema, George. See G_ge W_, Slea_.
WeevClr, J. Mentioned .•.................••............ _.....•......•. _._. 239
Weidman, John. Report of attempt to destroy 8teamel'll Satellite and

Reliance...... .......••....•......•. .•.. ..•.•..... ...... .•• .•• 330
Welch, Jamell. Mentioned ..•••••...........•..........•............... _ 387,339
Welch, James P. Mentioned ........•.......••••. _..••....... _.... ...• ...• 491
Welch, John L. Mentioned .••••...•.•...............••.........••....... _. 67
Wellell, Benjamin P. Mentioned ....•............... _....•.. _ _•. 320,321,591
WelleII, Gideon. Mentioned __ _ __ .. 126, 201

For correBpondence, Bee Nary DlIpCIrlmmt', l7. S.
Wella, MI'll. Mentioned .........•.•••....•.•..................... "'_" . 526
Wellll, A. H. Mentioned ................................•.....•..... _.. .... ~

Wel1ll, C. H. Report of captnre of BChoonel'll St. MarY'8 IIJld J. B. Spaf.
ford by John C. Braine.........•............ _..... ' __ '" . __ 540

WeIltt, John C. Mentioned ...•......•....••....•........•. """ """ 686
Welsh, John. See JollA Wellll, Brig.
Welsh, Mary, MI"!. Mentioned .•...•••....••..... _........ ...•.. 68'
Weot, G.M. Report of condition ofU. 8. S. Monticello 676
Werden, Reed. Mentioned ..........•....•........................ _ 762,775
Weuelll, WUliam. Mentioned _. . ....•. 151
Wellt, Georp R. Mentioned """ ..•.•............•...... 88, 102
West India Squadron.

Mail'll of.
Orde1'8 and in8trnction8, Navy Department, U. S......... .... ...• .... 696
ReportofG. J. Pendergrast ..........•.....••.•......•..... _........ 706

Cooperation of, with the Army.
Commnnication from G. J. Pendergrast "" .
Orders and instrnctions, G. J. Pendergrast...•.••....•.....•.......•.
Report ofG. J. Pendergrast ....•.................... "" _ .

• Parchaoed under name of A. C. Powell, which aee; name then changed to Alert, whJch _; then to
Watch.
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West India Squadron-Continued. Pap.

Increase of force.. ..•••. .. .... .•••.. .•.. •••• •••• •••• ••.• ...••. 678,681
Disposition ofve886ls. Report ofS. H. Stringham _... 764
Hoisting of llag of, ou U. S. S. Roanoke. Report of G. J. Pendergrast.... 766
Noed of paymaster for _• •.. . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . .. 669, 691, 695, 708
Order of Navy Department, U. S., regarding name and vessels...... 636
Supplies for. Report of G. J. Pendergrast 636,681,716
Ve88els constituting.......•....•..... _ _..... 636

WeBtem World, U. S. S. •
Attached to Potomac Flotilla ..•...... '. . . . . . •.. ...•.. 527
Men tioned ...............•... _.. .••... . .. . .. 391, 393, 408, 409, 521, 543
Relieved from duty in Potomac Flotilla. .. . .. .. . .. . 567,574

Weston, Robert D. Mentioned...... ...• 518
Wheatley, Edward. Mentioned....... ..•... •... 602
Wheeler, Peter. Mentioned....... 309
Wheeler, Thomas. Mentioned.. 309
White, Prank J. Correspondence with

Butler, Benjamin F ...•...•..................... _ _ 413
Hoffman, William _ _ _ _ 476

White, John W. Mentioned _. 591
White, Juliua C. Mentioned _. 222
White, Richard. Mentioned. .•.... .. 794
White, Virginia. Mentioned...... 685
White, William W. Statement concerning purchase of C. S. S. Lady Davis

bye. S. Government from State of South Carolina. 657
Whiting, William D. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S _ 76
Whitington, --. Mentioned.... •... 483
Whitlock, :Mr. Mentioned. ..••.. ..•. 663
Whitman, John. Mentioned. ••.• 85
Whitmore, Henry C. Mentioned 241,308
Whittle, William C.

Correspondence with D. N. Ingraham........ ...• 812
Mentioned _ __ 804

Wible, William. Mentioned................•........ :..... ...•.. ...• 344
Wiggins, Mr. Mentioncd .......•••............................•....•.... 147,148
Wilbur, Robert. See Robert Wilb"r, Sc1roOfter.
Wilding, Henry. For correspondence, see Lirerpool, U. S. conlJ1l1 at.
Wilkes, Charles.

Appointed to command Potomac Flotilla...... ..•. ...•.. ...•.. ...• 72,76
CorrtJ8pondence with

Harwood, Andrew A .. ...•.. .. 84
Navy Department, U. S .......•......••...... _...............•...... 68,75

Mentioned ..........•...•••.........•...............•.......... 70,71,73,76,78
Relieved of command of

.James River Flotilla ..••.... .••••. •... ....•. . . . . .. . .. ..••.. 72
Potomac :Flotilla.... •. .. .••• •••• • ••. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . 82

Reports of.
Orders. Receipt of ....•.•• ,.. •... .••... 74
Potomac }'lotilla. Disposition of ve88els of _... 77
Wyandank, U. S. S. Captures made hy. ..•••. .....• 81

Willcox, Charles H. Mentioned... .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . 653
Willet, Joseph. Mentioned. . •.••.. . . . .. . 456,457
William and John, Schooner.

Capture of ••••........ _..... 637
Mentioned .••. ...•.. ...•.. 729
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wUUam Baooa, '[T. B. aohOODer. Pap.

Capturee made by ••.• .••• ••••.. .•• ••• .••• •••• ...• ••.• .. .••• .• 182, 1.lI6, 391
Condition of ... , . . . • •• .• • ••• ...••. . . . . .• . . . . . . . .. ••.• • . • • • ...• 29S
Examination oC.chooner George H. Berry. ..•• .... •••. .•••.. .••. •••• If1
Mentioned.... .... ..••.• ... . .. .. . .•.. •....• 88,99, 100, 102, 118, 131, 133, 137, 142,

~~_~~_~._~~~~~~m~

Orden (or movements....... ••••••... .•. ..••.•. .•••..••... ~

WWiam G. Putnam, U. 8. S.
Attack npon, in York River, Vlrginia.:._ .. _ _." ......•••. -&17
Mentioned .......•.................• "" "'" .. , UO. 531,M9, 55~ 56~ 562
Orden for mOYements...... ••••...•.•...... ..•............. ••.. 543
Relieved from dnty in Potomac Flotilla _ _. _ 567,57-1

WWiam H. Price, Schooner. Mentioned ...............•............. _. 59(

WWiam Henry, Schooner.
Captnre 0(.••••.•.•. "" •••• .••••. •... ..•••. •... ••.. ..••.• .••... .••. ••.• 63i
Mentioned ...• , , ....•. ...••. .. . •.. :129

WWiam Seabrook, Steamer. Mentioned , "" "'_" 635
Williama, D. H. Mentioned ...............••..•...... - _.. '" 239
Williama, Georp. Mentioned , """ _ 157,161
WWfams, GrlJBn. Corr68pOnflence with Robert H. Wyman _... 42
Williama, H. Mentioned .... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... ...••. ...• 138
Wnuam., John. Mentioned ..•......•••.•...•....•....•••........... , ...• 231,232
WWfIlDUl, Seth.

COTT8llpondence with
Hooker, J Ol'Ieph .... .. .. .... .. . . . . . . . ..••.. ... . . . . . .. ... . ••.. .. . . .. . . 13
Magaw, 8 ..........••.•••.......•..........• "" ........•......... 255, 26l
Navy Department, U. 8.... ..•. •.•••• .....• 13
Pleasonton, Alfred ...........•..•.......... , .. -.........•..... ~..... l!6l

Mentioned ....••............. , •.••.........•.•................•••.•.•.• 13, 263
WWfIl, Mary. Bee Mary Willia, Scllooflflr.
Wuu., WWfam. Mentione!l......... •... •••••• •••. .... .... .••. ...• •... ...• 161
Will., J. COl'T8llpondence with Inqnirer and Chronicle .......•.• '" ... .. .•.. <158
Wilmer, J. B. B. Mentioned ..................•.•.••.•.•••...•.••.•...•.. 226,227
Wilmington, N. C. Blockade 0(. Bee Bloc1;;iJM of SOlltMnl portl.
Wilson, A. J. Mentioned... .••.. •••••. ..•. . S46
Wilson, Edward. Mentioned , _ - _ "" 155
Wilson, Edward. Mentioned...... ..•... ...•.. 98
Wilson, James. Mentioned.... ....•....... (U

WilBOn, John S. Mentioned .......•.............. ,.... m
Wilson, Peter. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. 8..... 766
WilBOn, Thomu W.

Correspondence with G. J. PendergrDst _.. , .. ....•. 713
Mentioned ..•••.........••..................•.................••.• 712,718,719

Wilaon G. Small, Steamer.
Mentioned.... .. . .•. •.•.•. .••••. •... . . .. ..•. .. .. .••• 17(
Report of Commander J. W. Livingston concerning .............•.... _... 767

Winder, G. B. Mentioned _ """ . __ .. _ 598
Winder, JohnH. Mentioned , ..••.. _ _ . 105
Winder, W. S. Mentioned _.. _ , 67
Winder, WWfam. Mentioned ...............•••••......................... 209
WindmWPoint, Va. Expedition to. Report of William T. 8treet .... __ .... ~

Winfield, William. Mentioned .................•......................... _ 382
Winfred, Bark. Captnre of .......................................•...• "" 669
Winslow, Samuel. Mentioned _. .•••.. 289
Wirt, William. Mentioned .....•.•................•........•••.•.. _... , ..• 81
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11

PAge.

138
405

506
507
506
509

Wise, Jamee. Mentioned ............•...•.............................••.•
Wietar, Isaac J. Mentioned .........................................•...••.
Wolcott, Henry. See Henry Wolcott, Schooner.
Wolf Trap Light.

Measures for protection.
Communication from Navy Department, e. ~ .
Orders and instructions, FoxlIall A. Parker .
Report of Foxhall A. Parker .

Safety of. Report of Edward Hooker .
Wolf Trap Shoal. Grounding of bark Young (;reek on. Report of S. H.

Stringham , . .. .. . . 790
Wood, John Taylor.

Burning of the ship AlIeglIanian by party of Confederate!! under command
of 137-141

.Joint resolution of thank!! of Confederate Congress to......... 346

~Ientioned 119,334,359,36.'1,398,414,474
Moyements of. Report of M. S. Stuyvesant....... . 467
Search for.

Communication from A. A. Harwood , 370
Orders and instruction!!.

Harwood, A. A .. 371
Navy Department, U. S. 371

Reports of capture of L. S. !'teamer!! Satellite and R6lian"e, Angu~t23,1863. 344
Woodey, Jame•. Mentioned.... 251
Woo~ John. Mentioned ~.. .. . .. . ...•.. ..•. .. . . 703
Woods, Henry L. R. Mentioned __ .. 278,582
WOOdll, Peter. Mentioned...... 698
Woodstock, Henry.

Correspondence with G. J. Pendergrast...... 670
Mentioned.... .. .. .•.. .. . .. . .. .. .•.. 670,765

Woody, John. Mentioned 489
Wool, John E. Mentioned...... . 134
Worrell, Thomas C. See ThomCU/ C. Worr"ll, re88el.
Wright, Caleb S. Corr6llponcltmce with Navy Department. U. S .
Wright Robert C.

Correspondence with A. A. Harwood...... .... .... 189
Report of rumored attack upon U. S. S. Dr.gon....... 190

Wright, W. G. Report of expedition to Freestone Point, Va........... ...• 127
Wright, W. W. Mentioned ..•... ..••.. 272
Wright, WUUam. Mentioned , 531,540
Wright, WUUam G. Mentioned .....• ..•... ...•... 531
Wyandank, U. S. S.

Captures made by 81,179,238,239,538
Condition of. . . ...•.. . . . .. .. ...••. . 34
Designated as storeship oftbe Potomac Flotilla...... 141
Gronnding of ...•.. . .. .•. .. . .. .•.•.. 182, 189, 190
Mentioned ..•..... 56,58,69,77,78,80,96,97,99,112,128,171,175-178,195,196,203,

~~m~~_~~~_~~_~__~
374,380,389,408,409,496,502,506,508,531,534-586,567,574,577,588,590

Orders for movements...... ..•.• •.. ..•••• •••• 173
Wyandotte, U. S. S.

Mentioned. . . ••. .... . . .. ...•.. . . . . .. .. • • . • .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . . 104
Orders for movements 76,116

Wyatt, S. C. Mentioned..... . .. . .••••• .••• .•.. .•.. .•.. . ...•.. 765
N W R-VOL 5-58
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20
50

~
50
S

22
21
50
81

27,28

15
29,30
19,20

U
47

Wymau, R.B.
Appointed to command of U. S. S. Sonoma __ . __ .. _. __ .
AlIIIumes command of Potomac Flotilla ... _ _.. _.. . _... _•. __ . __ .
Correepondenee with

Badger, Oecar C_ ...•...... _... _... _.. _.. _._ ..... _.... .. _ __ .. «
Navy Department, L. l'! .• _• __ •. __ ••• _•••.• _. __ •.• __ . •..• _ _. 10,12,39
Dopett, "'illiaw __ .. _•........ _•• _ _.... ~

Dunton, Lonisa _ _._ _ _. __ _ _ _ _._ (2

Gnlllbam, James \V ._ ._ .•..... __ ..••••..• _._ •. ••• ..•.. . -l2
Lee, Geol'Jte G. .... . __ •••.••••. __ .•... _. . .. 41
McKenney, B. B . ... .. _.............•..... _ . 4()

Magaw, Samuel. .. __ ...•.. .. ,_,_" . __ __ _ _.. ~

Parker, F. A ..•••...... __ __ _.. _ __ ._ __ ._. 4Sl
Sandera, A. M .•••••••....•.. _•••.• _•..••• __ •• _•. _ __ ., ..• _ 43
Street, \\'illiam T . ...•• __ .. _•........ _.. __ . _ _ ___ 4
\,"illiaml, Griffen " _ _.. _ _.. . _.. __ . _. _.. __ . _______ 42

Mentioned. .. _, . __ __ •. 10,17,18, 22, 28, 36, RI, 50, 51,~. 558
Proposition of, for operationl against Confederate batteries on Potomac

River _ , _ __ _•. _ . _...•. _. _. . _. _.• __
Relieved of command of Potomac Flotipa. _....••.. _.. _....••.. __ • __ .• __ .
Reports of.

Blockade. Means for more efficient __ ••. _,_" __ _ 38
Boyd's Hole and Lo....er Shipping Point, Va. Confederate batteries at. 7
Chicomuxen Creek, Virginia. N6C6IIsity for armed launch at_ _______ 11
Cockpit and Shipping Points, Va. Abandonment of batteri6ll at • 23,25
Cockpit Point, Va. Attacks upon Confederate battery at, by l". S.

steamers Anac08tia and Yankee .•• __ ._ .•. __
Confederate forceB. Movements of ...• _ __ __ .• _. __
Dorothy Haynes, Schooner. Examination of. _ __ .• .••. .
E. H. Herbert and James Murray, Tugs. Discharge of .. _•. _
Eut River, Virginia. Expedition to_._ _....•......•... _
Fredericksburg, Va.

Concentratiou of Confederate troops near ...•.. _.•.. _... _•• 26-27,30-32
Expedition to •.••.•... __ •.•....... _ __ .. _.. __ . • _. 37,38

Freestone Point, Va. Attack npon Confederate pickets near_ ... _. 3
Fort Lowry, Va. Abandonment of . __ . _... . __ ..... ,_,_, __ ._. 33
George Page, Steamer. Practicability of cntting ont of. _. _..... _____ 6
Hampton Roads, Va. Dilpatch of U. S. v_Is to .... _._ ••.. _•• __ ._. 47,50
Mathews County, Va. Expedition into ....•. • _.. . _. _. _..... 49
Mobjack Bay and Piankatank River. Reconnoi883nce in __ .. _. _.. __ •. 44
Otterback, Philip, Jr. Protection extended to _. _•... _._ .. __ . 21
Potomac Flotilla.

Captures made by. _•....••••.•...••...... __ .. __ .. __ .. 9,16,33,40,48, 49
Insufficiency of force _.. _.. __ .. __ .......• _ ____ 19
Supplies for _••••.••...... _.........••. __ . _. __ . _. __ •...•. _. .•••.• 8

Potomac River.
Affairs on -.••..•.•••..•••.. - -...•...••.. -..... - -... __ ... __ . _. .. ., 8, 13
P&88age of Confederate batteries on, by vessels of Potomac Flo·

tilla _ _ '" _. _ _. __ . _. _.. __ . .. .....•••. _. _••••
Practicability of blocking channel of. ... _ •. _....••.... _•• _

Prisoners. "ReleasE! of. ... _.. __ ....••.•...... _ __ _...•• _.••••
St. Lawrence, U. S. frigate. Movements of. ..••. _'" _ _•• . .
Transports, U. S. Convoy and protection of. ...•....... __ ........•••
Virginia.

Protection to citizens of , .......•••.. 23, (6

Union sentiment in ...•..•••........ _........••.. _ •.• .•.• 31
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29

40-43
39

685

Wyman, R. B.-Continued.
Reports of.

Yankee, U.8. 8. Condition of. ..
Young Rover, U. 8. 8.

Fugitive slaves on board of ,.
Movements of .

Wynne, Kate. Mentioned .
Yankee, U. S. S.

Boat expedition from, to Nomini, Va •..• •••. .... .... .... .... .... .... .... 386
Capture of a party from, by Confederates, November 24, 1861...... ...•.. 493,494
Captures made by ••••••..••••••..•....•.•.••••...•.... 87.132,299-302,304,309
Condition of....•.•.....•.••••.••.••... 29,347,435,437,462,668,696,705, 7CYl, 711
Cooperation with the Army in expedition to Fredericksburg, Va ..•.... 522-524
Engagement with Confederate battery at

Brandywine Hill, Va., December 10, 1862 .. . .... 193
Cockpit Point, Va •••••.•••.••••••.. ..•••. .. .. 15

Expeditions to
Carter's Creek, Virginia. "'''' 415
Machodoc Creek, Virginia............ . . 410
Mill Creek, Virginia .•.. 422
Rappahannock River 429,436

Mentioned.... .... .... . . ...• .••. . ...• 25,4.1, 43, 50, 100, 113, 118, 130, 131, 172, 180,
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
260,263,264,267,268,271,280,281,284,287,303,308,313,329,351,362,367,
374,380,382-384,387,388, 389,391,393,395,397,398,402,403,40:3,400,407,
~~~m~~m~~~~~~~~~~
521,531,543-545,548,549,585,586,588,591,593,594,596,600-002,606,610,
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~m

Orders for movements...... . ••.. .. . ... . ..•••. •... 75,254,426, 670, 693, 694
Relieved from duty in Potomac Flotilla 567,574
Selfridge, Thomas 0., appointed to command 705,711,712

Yard, Edward M.
Appointed to command U. S. S. Monticello 713
Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S " 710
Mentioned •• , " """ 7CYl

Yates, J. S. Mentioned....... .••. ...•.• 655
Yates, Robert. Mentioned _.. _ _._... 358
Yeooomioo River, Virginia. Expedition to. Report of Foxhall A. Parker. 4.82
YerbY,Oscar. Mentioned _ _.. _ 210,590
Yorke, Lewis S. Mentioned .•.• •.•. •... ••••.. ..•••• ....•. .•..•. ..•... 179
York River, Virginia.

Attack upon U. S. S. William G. Putnam in. Report of Edward Hooker. 417
Cmise ofU. S. 8. Penguin to. Report of J. W. Livingston. ...• ...... .... 767
Defenses of. See Virginia. PreparatiOllB for defenBe of-
Expedition to. Report of Edward Hooker 532,533
Restrictions upon fisheries in.

Commnnication from E. O. C. Ord...... ........•.. .539
Report of Foxhall A. Parker ..••..•••.••••..•..... , .•. 524

Yorktown,· C. 8. 8.
Fitting out of ( .. 798,802-804,809
Refitting _..•.•......•.•••••.•••................ 753
Tucker, John R., appointed to command __ . _ _ 802

Yorktown, Va. Transfer of guns and equipment to, from Gloucester Point,
Va. Commnnication from William C. Whittle... •••• 812

• Better kno,,-nll8 Patrlck Henry, which Bee.
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TOUDS America, U. S. tug. ~

Condi t10n of .••••• •• • •• . • . • . • . •• •••• ••• • •• ••• ••• .•• • .• • • . . •.• ••. •••••• 691. no
Mentioned.... •••••• ..••.. •••••• .• ••.... ••.• 630,696, 701, 706, i~, 'fa-l, 777
Orden for movements...... ••.. ••.. .••••. .•.••. ...•... ••••.......... .... liT.!

TODD" Georp. Mentioned ••••.••••..•••••.•.•...•••.•••.••.•.•.. " ., , .• ' 8(fj

Yonus Greek, Bark.
AMbtanee rendered to, by IJteamer Camhridge ......••••. . . . . •. . . . . . • . 7!lO
Mentioned ..•...•.••••••..•••••...•••• " .......••• , _" . .•. 'j86, 'i'92

Tonus Royer, V. fl. S.
Fugit\\"o IJlavelJ ou board of.••••.•••.•••••••••...•....•................••• -tll--43
Mentioned...... .... ..•• . . .••••. ...•.• .••... ... .. . ...• .••... :"';\.363.611
Ord~ to dnty in Eaatem Gnlf Blockading Squadron , ,.. 39
Ordered to dnty in Potomac Flotilla _.,.. S

Tnlee, Davie! L. Mentioued " .. 1:'1
Zealy, II. II. Mentioned , ..•......... 6.'l2, 6j3

Zeta, F. 8. picket boat.
Guarding Buah River bridge, Mar~-lalHl...... .. .••... 550
Relieved from dnty in Potomac }o"lot ilia 5/)'j. ;;il

ZloD, 8100p. Capture of••••••••.•...••..... " ,. . .• . •.. .•••.. 492

o




