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PART III.-VOL. XXXVTI.

CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS RELATING
TO OPERATIONS IN SOUTHEAST VIRGINIA AND NORTH
CAROLINA, FROM MAY 20, 1864, TO JUNE 12, 1864.*

UNION CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
In the Field, May 20, 1864—8.30 a. m. (Received 4 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

The attempt to turn our right last evening was by Ewell’s corps
wholly. They were promptly repulsed by Birney's and Tyler's divis-
ions and some of Warren’s troops that were on the extreme right.
About 300 prisoners fell into our hands, besides many killed and
wounded. Bur loss foots up little over 600 wounded and about 150
killed and missing. This is as near an accurate report ascan be
given at thistime. Probably the killed and missing is overstated.

U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 20, 1864—7.30 p. m. (Received 12 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK :

Our casualties for yesterday foot up 196 killed, 1,090 wounded, and
249 missing. We buried nearly an equal number of rebel dead, be-
sides what they buried or carried off, and retain 472 prisoners exclu-
sive of wounded. Send all new cavalry equipped as infantry, and

mount veterans on their horses.
U. S: GRANT,
Lieutenanit-General.

Near SporsvyLvania Courr-House, May 20, 1864,

Major-General HALLECK,
Washington, D. C. :

In regard to the operations it is better for General Hunter to en-
age in, with the disposable force at his command, I am a little in
g:’mbt. It is evident that he can move south, covering the road he
has to guard, with a larger force than he can spare to be removed to
re-enforce armies elsewhere. Then, too, under the instructions of
General Sigel, Crook was to get through to the Virginia and Ten-
nessee Railroad, eut New River bridge, and move eastward to
Lynchburg, if he could; if not, to Fincastle, Staunton, and down

. *For C()l’l‘éﬁ[i)(}{l(léhbt{ &b.. from May 1 to .\my'ﬁ, TSGZ, see Part II.
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the Shenandoah Valley. Sigel was to collect what force-he could
spare from the railroad, and move up the valley with a supply train
tomeet him. The enemy are evidently relying for supplies greatly
on such as are brought over the branch road running through Staun-
ton. On the whole, therefore, I think it would be better for General
Hunter to move in that direction ;reach Staunton and Gordonsville,
or Charlottesville, if he does not meet too much opposition. If he
can hold at bay a force equal to his own, he will be doing good
service. g

In a letter to the Secretary of War, written about one week ago,
I recommended Generals gherman and Meade for promotion to
major-generals in the Regular Army, and Hancock for brigadier.
I wish you would urge this again. The Secretary replied that there
was buz one vacancy for major-general. I think this must be a mis-
take. Iwasappointed before General Wool wasretired, oratleast was
notified of the fact thatan original vacancy existed before his retire-
ment. General Wrightis one of the most meritorious officers in the
service, and with opportunity will demonstrate his fitness for any
position ; but at present I doubt whether Sheridan has not most en-
titled himself to the other vacant brigadier-generalcy. This, how-
ever, I would leave open for a time.

U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

) ‘WASHINGTON, May 20, 1864—2 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Spotsylvania Court-House, Va. :

There are 3,000 wounded men in Fredericksburg, who cannot be
removed except by water transportation. General Meigs will send
transports to-day to ascend the Rappghannock to-morrow for that
Fur{mse. The south bank of the river above Port Royal should be

1eld by our cavalry, in order to enable the transports to pass up.
Supplies of forage will accompany the fleet. Large amounts of prop-
erty have been sent to Fredericksburg. If that place is to be aban-
doned this property should first be_removed. oreover, the repair

of the Aquia Creek Railroad should cease. The navigation of the .
Rappahannock above Port Royal is difficult, and will cease when .

the river falls.
H. W. HALLECK, -
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—5.30 a. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT :

(GGENERAL : Birney reports the enemy having disappeared from his
front of last night. He has followed them down to the river at the
deserted house, taking several prisoners from their stragglers, and
all ceem to indicate the presence of Ewell’s corps yesterday, and their
withdrawal in the night to their intrenchments. I propose now to
withdraw Birney and Tyler and leave Russell with \{)7
to keep watch against the return of the enemy.

ours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

arren’s people -
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

May 20, 1864—10.30 a. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT :

GENERAL : I have sent directions to General Wright to prepare
himself to hold the right flank of the army with his corps on the
withdrawal of Warren. I have also directed two engineer officers to
report to him to assist him in’laying out his lines. I think it would
be well if you should send either Comstock or Babcock to consult
and advise with him. He is now rather advanced from the river to
throw back his right flank, hold to the river, and have any force to
hold the Anderson house, but this will depend greatly on the nature
of the ground. Over 470 prisoners have reached the provost-mar-
shal-general from the Second Corps. Warren says Crawford picked

up a number. As soon as they come in and I get returns of casual-
ties ordered, I will report.

Respectfully, yours
pos yourS GEO. G. MEADE,
Magjor-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC,

May 20, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
Commanding :

GENERAL : General Ingalls has advices from the gun-boats an-
nouncinﬁhe Rapk)[t‘zhannock River free from all obstructions up to
Fredericksburg. 'This will enable steamers to take away all our
wounded, and secures Port Royal for a base in case it should be re-
quired.

. ectfull
‘ Besp ¥ GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY oy THE PoToMAc,
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT,
May 20, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff :

GENERAL: During the day yesterday, and before the afternoon
attack, 6 prisoners were sent from Captain Rider, Fifth Corps.
They had been captured one, two, or three days previously. e
whole number of prisoners (including 3 commissioned ol_ﬁcers&re-
ceived last evening was 45, sent in by Colonel Kitching, Sixth New
York Heavy Artillery. They were from all brigades of Ewell’s
corps except Doles’, Hays’, and Pegram’s, and 40 of them were from
Rodes’ division. One was received from General Warren from A.
P. Hill's corps. Captain Leslie of this department was on his way
from Fredericksburg during the alarm at the commencement of the
attack, and meéting 9 prisoners he sent them to the main guard near
Fredericksburg. We have. received this morning from Genert:.l
Birney 360 prisoners, fully representing all the brigades of Ewell’s
corps, including 4 commissioned officers,
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SUMMARY.
Received yesterday @. I, . ...ocouivntriiiiieierinnisenrrvanenaserennneaanans 8.
- Received from Colonel Kitching. ... .....cu vvuvreirenroniairienriieraaaanns 45
Received from Fifth Corps. ... .....iiiiiieriiiiiiiiiiiii it aes 1
Sent to I“redericksburﬁ ...................................................... 9
Received from General Birney..........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i iairinians 360
One commissioned officer and l}ﬂ{)rivate received this a. m. from Fifth Corps.. 2
Additional received from General Birney................coooiiiiiiiiiail
432
GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.

ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Poromac,
May 20, 1864—8 a. m,

The major-general commanding desires to express his satisfaction
with the good conduct of Tyler’s %ivision and Kitching’s brigade of
heavy artillery in the affair of yesterday evening. The gallant
manner in which these commands (the grea,ter portion being for the
first time under ﬁre)‘ met and checked the persistent attack of a
corps of the enemy led by one of his ablest generals, justifies the
commanding general in this special commengation of troops who
henceforward will be relied upon as were the tried veterans of the
Second and Fifth Corps at the same time engaged.

By command of Major-General Meade :

: 8. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPEcIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PorToMAc,
No. 140. May 20, 1864.
* * * * * * *

3. The wounded now with this army will at once be sent to Fred-
ericksburg under the general direction of the chief quartermaster
and medical director. Corps commanders will furnish such medical
officers, attendants, and supglies as may be required by their medi-
cal directors for the wounded.

By command of Major-General Meade :

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
: May 20, 1864,
Major-General WARREN :
The supply and other trains of the army will move to-morrow
from Fregerlcksburg to Guiney’s Station.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Hancock and Wright.)

ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864.
Col. F. McGILVERY, Comdg. Ammunition Park:
CoLONEL: The number of guns in this army for which ammuni-
tion is to be transported is as follows: Eighty-eight light 12-pound-
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ers, sixteen Parrotts, one hundred and two 3-inch. For them 20
rounds each are to be carried in the wagons of the artillery park.
The number of wagons for the ammunition train proper is, therefore,
sixteen for light 12-pounders, seventeen for rifles, which should be
loaded, 112 rounds of light 12-pounder, 140 of rifle, per wagon. Two
wagons are allowed in addition for primers, fuses, &c. Eight wagons
for the mortar battery. Of these forty-three wagons nine wagons
are allowed for transgort of forage. The wagons for the above-stated
purposes now with the artillery park, over and above the allowance,
will be turned over to the quartermaster’s department.

If there is more ammunition than above stated now in the train
the excess will be stored in a safe place in Fredericksburg, if a room
for the purpose can be procured, and issued from time to time as the
batteries make requisition for it. If you leave Fredericksburg be-
fore it is all issued, it will be turned over to the quartermaster’s de-
partment for transport to Belle Plain, unless there is an ordnance
officer at Fredericksburg to take charge of it, in which case it will be
turned over to him. You will proceed at once to organize your com-
mand for the field, as you ma{I receive orders at any hour to move,
and report your readiness to the chief of artillery.

- By command of General Hunt:
JNO. N. CRAIG,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—10 p. m.
Capt. D. R. Ransou, :
Commanding Second Brigade Horse Artillery:

CapPrAIN: You will report with your brigade to Lieutenant-Col-
onel Gould, commanding dismounted cavalry at Fredericksburg, and
move with him until further orders.

Respeetfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. HUNT,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery.

ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAOQ,
. May 20, 1864—10 p. m.
Col. F. McGILVERY, Comdg. Ammunition Park:

CoLONEL: You will move with the train which has orders to move
to-night, picking up the battalion of Fifteenth New York Artillery
whicﬁ is at the cross-roads, and which has orders to join you as your
guard and part of your command. You will remain and move with
the main train until further orders, reporting from time to time, as
opportunity offers, your locality and condition.

Respectfully, &c.,
HENRY J. HUNT,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Major-General Haxcock, Comdg. Second Corps:
The commanding general directs me to say that some portion of
your troops have been passing back to the position of yesterday along
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-t’he edge of the field in view of the enemy. They should be directed
to pass through the woods to the rear of these headquarters, out of

view of the enemy. A. A. HUMPHREYS
Major-Géner;zl and Chief of :S‘taﬁ'.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—1 p. m. (Received 2.30 p. m.)
Major-General HANCOCK :

The orders given you yesterday will be repeated to-night. You
will start at such time as, in your judgment, will best secure the
object of the expedition. Please communicate this briefly to Briga-
dier-General Torbert.

\ GEO. G. MEADE,

Magjor-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 20, 1864—7 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :

I expect you will find opposition to your crossing of the Matta-.
pony—probably batteries and a small force. Keep your pontoon
train near you and endeavor to throw a bridge as soon as possible, at
some point where you can command the crossing. ,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Magor-General.

HeADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
; May 20, 1864—8.52 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS:

My command moves at 11 p. m. 1 shall move as fast as the cav-
-alry can push on before daylight and as rapidly as possible after. 1
propose to destroy Quiney’s, Downer’s, and Burke’s Bridges. These
points will be so far in my rear, I ought not to leave any force to
watch them after my column passes, though it ought perhaps to be

done. .
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20,1864—9 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :
I see no occasion for the destruction of the bridges proposed by
ou. They will be wanted for communication and for other columns.
nless the enemy attack us to-morrow, you will be followed on
our right flank, early in the day, by Warren, who will move on the
elegraph road. Perhaps I do notunderstand the bridges referred
to. Do you mean those you will cross, and are these bridges on
roads to your right flank leading into the one you move on? Even
then, they will be needed to keep tg) communication with Warren,
in case he succeeds in crossing the Po.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General,
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 20, 1864—9.40 p. m.
General MEADE:

I shall not destroy the bridges, since I learn that General Warren
isto move on the Telegraph road. When I sent my dispatch I was
under the impression that my right flank would be entirely uncov-
ered. I did not know of General Warren’s movement.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

"HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.
General WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General:

GENERAL : I will send the return of casualties as soon as possible.
As to the corps movinﬁ in front, I gave specific and positive instruc-
tions this morning that General Birney should move his troops
to their camps in rear of the woods. At daylight I found a bri-
gade marching in front of the woods. I sent a staff officer at once
to correct it, but, a fog intervening, it caused no difficulty to the
last brigade that came in. I will have their camps struck and the
troops marched back around to their present ition in a way
that cannot be seen. I have called upon General Birney for an ex-
planation. Already 412 prisoners have been turned over to the

provost-marshal-general.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, .
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Polomac :
GENERAL : I have the honor to forward the following field returns
of this command for the 20th instant :

Galn since Loss since

Present for duty. Apeil 30. ‘April 30.
’ g
g §§ |4
{41 :
headquarters. .. 2% 166 b 1.1 (F) RN | LS i bnonozos
%Wﬁm !lé lﬁ ’,m T et el N
Brigade ..... ,004 | 041 384......8 T{....... Third Battalion joined.
First Division ......... W8 | 4,501 | 4,764 |........ 431 | 3,300 415 o
Becoond Division....... 313 | 5,021 | 6,233 | 2,888 | 158 | 8,117 306 | 36th Wisconsin, 60th
srsad] 155th, 164th,
70th New York Reg-
iments joined.
Third Division ........ &8 | 6,541 6,910 | 8,800 (...... 4,508 | 1,080
Fourth Division....... 1| 648 6,79 | 7,25 ...... 989 |........ Joined May 18.
Division (Iate Fourth).l........J.....codieiiiia]iveenccerecidfocennnns 4,965 | Consolidated with
Third Division.
Total............ 1,25 | 25,908 | 27,198 | 13,787 | 589 | 12,143 | 6,850

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Y Reepee V{’I "D 8. HANCOCK,
Magjor-General of Volunieers, Commanding.
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CIRCULAR. ] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 20, 1864,
No trains containing supplies, baggage, or ammunition will be
brought to the front from the main supply train without authority
from these headquarters. 'Whenever issnes are mnecessary the
wagons will be brought up under the direction of the chief quarter-
master, and in a consolidated shape. Sufficient care is not takon to
secure the position of our troops and the trains accompanying them
from the observation of the enemy’s signal station. Advantage
should always be taken of the screen afforded by a belt of woods.
‘When this cannot be had, the troops should be disposed under the
cover of a ridge if practicable, and the men prevented from strag-
gling up into the view of the enemy.
By command of Major-General Hancock :
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

CIRCULAR.] "HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864—5 p. m.

The command will move to-night as follows: First Division at
11 p. m. by way of Anderson’s Mill and Massaponax Church, A
staff officer from these headquarters will conduct the column. Sec-
ond Division will follow the First. The Fourth Division will move
by the cross-road from the Gate to the Massaponax road, by Ab-
bott’s, and enter the Massaponax road immediately after the Sec-
ond Division. A staff officer will conduct this column., The Third
Division will move immediately after the Fourth, leaving one bri-
rade as rear guard. The commandant of artillery will assign two
tatteries to each division. The remaining batteries and caissons
will move between the Third and Fourth Divisions. Each divis-
ion will be followed by ten ambulances and one medical wagon,
and ammunition-wagons sufficient for 10 extra rounds Fer man (be-
sides the 50 rounds on the person) and one wagon load of intrenching
tools. One-half of the ammunition, medical wagons, and ambu-
lances will be sent to the general train under charge of Captain
McEntee, assistant quartermaster, The bridge train proper will
move at dark to Massaponax Church. From this point it will fol-
low the Reserve Artillery train. All other vehicles permitted to
move with the troops will be assembled and will move in rear of
the Third Division, under charge of Colonel Batchelder, chief quar-
termaster. The commandant of the rear guard will place a part of
his command on each flank of this train. Commanders will take
every precaution to keep the column closed, leaving staff officers at
difficult places on the road to see that the men keep well closed and
in the ranks. It is of the first importance that the command be
kept compact and in hand. All stragglers will be likely to fall into
the hands of the enemy. The cavalry under General Torbert will
move at 11 p. m. by way of Guiney’s Station, pushing on as far as
practicable toward Bowling Green and picketing all roads intersec-
ting the main route, _

By command of Major-General Hancock :

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Fi
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,

May 20, 1864—10.20 a. m.

Major-General BIRNEY, .
Commanding Division: ‘
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say that
he gave this morning specific instructions that your troops should be
brought back to their camps by marching in rear of the woods, out
of sight. At daylight it was observed that General Mott’s brigade
was passing in front of the woods. A staff officer was at oncesent
from these headquarters to conduct his brigade, but owing to the
fog it is not supposed that it was seen by the enemy. Another bri-
gade or more of your command has come in an hour or go since,
Eea.ssing plainly in sight, in front of the woods. This bn}mle must
at once marched back under the direction of Captain Parker, my
aide-de-camp, to pass behind the woods to a point opposite the place
where it now is, not to come in sight again to-day. You will please

send a staff officer with this column.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. BIRNEY’S Div,, 2D ArRMY CORPS,
No. —. May 20, 1864.
I. The Fourth Maine Volunteers, Col. E. Walker, is hereby tem-
8orari1f’ assiﬁned to duty with the Third Brigade of this division.
olonel Walker will report at once to Brigadier-General Mott, com-
manding brigade.
By command of Major-General Birney :
F. BIRNEY,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Firtu CORPS,
May 20, 1864—5.30 a. m.
General MEADK :
Following dispatch just received :

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DrvisioN, FirTH COoRrps,
May 20, 1864—4.30 a. m.

I have advanced my lines to attack the enemy. He has retired during the night.
8. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—5.30 a. m.
Major-General WARREN:
The enemy having withdrawn across the river and to their_in-
trenchments, as reported by. General Birney, I shall withdraw Bir-
ney and Tyler, of the Second Corps, and leave the defense of this
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flank to ybur command and that of General Russell, whom you will
" accordingly post so as to be apprised of any such movement as was

made yesterday. GEO. G. MEADE
' -Ma‘ior-Gen’eml.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 20, 1864—6.30 a. m.
Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Respecting dispatch as to the wagons that should accompany the
troops, there is no change in the original order requiring one-half
the ammunition-wagons, one-half the intrenching tools, transporta-
tion for five days’ forage, &c., to accompany the troo&s.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—8.20 a. m.
Major-General W ARREN,
Commanding Fifth Army Corps:

Burnside and Wright are ordered to push forward their pickets
and feel the enemy. The re-enforcements sent to our right on this
side the Ny from the Sixth Corps are to be retained there. The
commanding general desires to know what disposition you have
made of them and of your own troops on that flank. Major Forsyth,
commanding cavalry detachment there, should co-operate with you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Magjor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS F1IFTH ArMY CORPS,
: May 20, 1864,
General MEADE :

I have sent Major Roebling, who was present in all yesterday's
enﬁa ement, to assist General Russell in relieving General Birne
and General Tyler. General Crawford has been instructed to pus
> ahead his skirmish line till the enemy is felt. Major Forsyth I in-

structed to patrol the road to Fredericksburg and watch all roads

leading into it from the west. ]
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FirrH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864—9.15 a. m.
Major-General MEADE :

Major Roebling has just returned. He says our skirmishers ad-
vanced for more than a mile, picking up many of the rebel strag-
glers, All the rebels are back this side of the river. 4

) G. K. WARREN,
Magor-General,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—10.20 a. m.

CoMMANDING OFFICER FIrTH CORPS:

Have you any prisoners not yet sent here, taken last night or this
morning ? If so, how many, and when will they be here? Forward

them immediatefy.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to General Wright.)

HEADQUARTERS FIPTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864—10.50 a. m,
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

General Crawford has not sent in any prisoners to these head-
uarters. 1 know a number were,taken, and if they have not been
orwarded direct to you I will send them forward at once.

G. K. WARREN,
Muajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

Have the prisoners captured by General Crawford’s command
this morning been sent in yet ? How many prisoners were captured
by Genera.{l%rawford ?

8. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

NEAR SproTsYLVANIA CoURT-HOUSE, VA,, May 20, 1864.
General 8. WILLIAMS :

All the prisoners taken by us _have been sent to General Patrick.
The report of casualties is on its way to you. Our new troops un-
doubtedly fired into each other yesterday in some instances.

G. K. WARREN,
Magjor-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

The major-general commandixllf directs that you hold your corps
ready to withdraw and follow Hancock to-morrow morning at 10
o'clock, or to follow the enemy should he follow Hancock. eneral
Wright will take up a new line upon your withdrawal.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 20, 1864—9 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

The major-general commandinfg directs that the utmost vigilance
be observed to-morrow morning from a very early hour, and before
daylight, and any movement or stir on the part of the enemy be re-
ported at once to these headquarters.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Magjor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE ‘PoTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—10 p. m.
(General WARREN :
In the event of your moving' to-morrow, direct Major Forsyth to
report to Major-General Wrig‘it for orders and instructions.
. A. A HUMPHREYS
Major-Qeneral and Chief of étajf.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864—10.35 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :
Where will the trains that are here move to?
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 20, 1864.
General WARREN :
The trains that are authorized to be with the troops, will move

with them.
A. A. HUMPHREYS.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.

Major-General MEADE :

The Maryland Brigade behaved most commendably yesterday, and
I believe were the only veteran troops engaged seriously. Colonel
Dushane was just arriving with the First g[aryland veterans, and on
hearing the firing went into action at once without orders from any
one. He lost considerably, and had his own horse killed. Asthere
have been some unfavorable remarks made about this brigade which
were rather uncaled for, about which they are sensitive, I wish es-
pecially to commend their conduct on yesterday as an act of justice

and for the good of the service.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

May 0, 1864.
Major-General WARREN :

Your dispatch in relation to the behavior of the Maryland Brigade
yesterday has been received. ‘The commanding general published
an order this morning, of which a copy has been sent you, in which
he designed to commend the good conduct of all the troops engaged
in the affair of last evening. He thought, however, that under the
circamstances he was justified in particularizing the heavy artillery.
Had he known at the time that the Maryland Brigade was conspicu-
ous on the occasion, he would have specially mentioned that com-
mand also. He hasno objection to yourl'lEub ishing an order, com-
mending in such terms as you may think best, the conduct of the

Maryland Brigade.
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutand-General.

MAY 20, 1864.
General CRAWFORD :

Get all the command belonging to this corps well together on the
left and let General Russell’s troops take post on your right ; a list
of casualties of yesterday is called for without delay. I take it
some time will be allowed to make it out, but use all possible dis-

tch. Orders complimenting the troops for their conduct yester-

ay are sent.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RESERVES,
THIRD DI1visioN, FirtH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.

Capt. A. S. MARVIN, Jr., Assistant Adjutant-General :

CapTAIN : I have the honor to furnish the following statement of
. prisoners captured in the engagement of yesterday, and since the en-
emy have retired : Artillery Brigade, Fifth Army Corps, Colonel
Kitching commanding—?O prisoners, sent to army headquarters;
*Third Brigade, Second Division, Colonel Bowermaii—34 prisoners,
sent to army headquarters; Third Division—12 prisoners, sent to
headquarters Fifth Army Corps. Total, 116 prisoners.
T am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

HoqQrs. FourTan DivisioN, FiIrtH ARMY CORPS,
} May 20, 1864.
Captain MARVIN, Assistant Adjutant-General :

The enemy to all appearance are the same as yesterday in my
front. In front of my right the indications are rather stronger;
- there has been a good deal of chopping, moving of wagons or artil-
. lery toward our right, hurrahing among the men, &c., during the

night. My pickets are slowly advancing.
L. CUTLER,
Brigadier-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Poromac,
May 20, 1864—8.10 a. m:
Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

General Burnside is ordered to push forward his pickets. Major-
general commanding directs that you push forward your pickets and
feel the enemy, giving your pickets such support a4s you can without
weakening your main line. The enemly on the right were driven
back last evening and retired before daylight. We lost some 600 in
killed and wounded ; the enemy at least as heavily, and between
200 and 300 prisoners. The force you sent to the support of the right
will be retained there until further orders.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,

May 20, 1864—9.30 a. m.
Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixzth Corps: .

The major-general commanding directs that you make examina-
tion'and preparation for holding your position on the right of the
army upon (eneral Warren’s corps being withdrawn. This will re-
quire gou to refuse your right and to hold Bleak Hill (Myers’) and
probably Anderson’s. Engineers will be sent you immediately to aid
in the examinations and preparations., The withdrawal of Warren
will be in connection with Hancock’s movement,

A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HeADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864. (Received 10.40 a. m.)
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

The only trains from this corps between this and Fredericksburg
are the wagons going for and returning with supplies. Some twenty-
five wagons now unloading are to take back wounded of Second
Corps, and are ordered to return by the Massaponax road. The
trains also go from Fredericksburg to Belle Plain for supplies. It
was in reference to all these that the question concerning gnards was
asked. If the roads are unsafe guar?ls should be sent by me if not

otherwise provided.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoroMAC,
May 20, 1864—10.45 a. m.

CoMMANDING OFFICER SIXTH CORPS:
The road to Fredericksburg and that to Belle Plain are deemed
sufficiently safe without escort.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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S1xTH CORPS,
May 20, 1864—1.10 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS:

Have the engineers who were to be sent to me started yet? Ihave -
heard nothing of them. I would like the large map they have made
of this locality, as it will aid me much in establishing the new line,

H. G. WRIGHT.
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
_ May 20, 1864—1.20 p. m.
Major-General WrigHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:
The engineer officers started immediately after your request. I
have had a tracing of the sketch you want sent you.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Muajor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC,
May 20, 1864—5.20 p. m.
Major-General WRIGHT :

The major-general commanding directs that upon the withdrawal
of Warren you take up the line agreed upon between you and the
engineers and Colonel Babcock. (General Burnside is or will be
directed to take up at the same time the continuance of that line,
General Warren will be withdrawn about 10 a. m. to-morrow. You
will be prepared also, should the enemy follow Hancock, to with-

draw and follow.
A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CoORPs,
May 20, 1864—3.45 u. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

Has any change been made in the movements of Hancock? I
should manage my left differently in case he doesnot go. Anything
more definite as to the result of the fight yesterday ? Ali quiet along

the line.
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoOTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—4 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Hancock is now on our right and is to attack if the enemy is still
there. If he is not, I presume the programme of yesterday will be

2 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT HI
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carried out, unless the day develops something requiring new ar-
rangements. There is nothing further respecting the fight of yes-

terday. As yet all is quiet.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE :
A part of General Hancock’s [commandd] only is on the right, the
remainder remain where they were yesterday.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Poromac,
May 20, 1864—6.30 a. m,

Major-General BURNSIDE :
The enemny is reported to have retired from the right across the -

Ny.
d A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 20, 1864—8.20 a. m. (Received 8.25 a. m.)
Major-General BURNSIDE :

Push out a heavy line of skirmishers in connection with General
Wright, to feel for the enemy, and to keep him employed. It is not
designed to attack him behind his intrenchments, but to find out all
that can be learned of his position and nature of his works and the

intervening ground.
U. 8. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General,

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.
Lieutenant-General GRANT:

GENERAL: The reconnaissances have already been pushed down
the roads from my position this morning for 14 miles, discoverin
no signs of the enemy. The skirmish line will be pushed forwar
as you order. It is now forming in conjunction with General

Wright's,
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

aba
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
. May 20, 1864—9 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Were any wagon trains attacked or lost yesterday during the at-
tack on Tyler ? Itisreported that one of the Ninth Corps supply
trains was destroyed or captured. Has General Hancock left Ander-
son’s Mill crossing yet? Please inform me when he does.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 20, 1864—10 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE :

No trains were captured or destroyed yesterday. Some three or
four wagons belonging to a supply train of the Ninth Corps, coming
this way, were blocked, 2 or 3 animals killed, and the wagons tem-
porarily disabled ; they are believed to be repaired now and on their
way to ﬁm corps. Hancock has not left Anderson’s Mill; I will

let you know when he does.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
: . May 20, 1864,
Major-General BURNSIDE:
On the removal of General Warren from the right, General
‘Wright and yourself will take the line marked out to-day by the
engineer officers. Make all the necessary preparations in advance

for this change.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH CORPS,
May 20, 1864—7.30 p. m.
General GRANT:

General Wright received the telegram in reference to the line after
Morton saw him, and is now laying out the line direct from Myers’
house to Quesenberry’s house, and I will conformn to his line by ex-
tending toward the Po,-certainly as far as the Quesenberry house,

and farther if you wish.
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

May 20, 1864—9 p. m.
Major-Gieneral BURNSIDE,

Commanding Ninth Army Corps:
Extend your line no farther than the Quesenberry house unless it
can be done with perfect security ; of this you must be the judge.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant :

H. PORTER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.,
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
. May 20, 1864—1 a. m.
Generals CRITTENDEN, WILLCOX, and POTTER:

From information received from General Warren, it would seem
that the main body of the enemy are moving down their works in
this direction. Whilst I am satisfied that your commands are all
on the alert, it will do no harm to send officers out to give additional
instructions to keep a good lookout. - .

Very respectfully, yours,
p A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

Hp@rs. SEcOND D1visioN, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel RICHMOND, :
Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Army Corps:
CoLONEL : The reconnoitering party, under Captain McKibbin,
went as far as the Telegraph road, at a point about 500 yards south

of Smith’s Mill, on the Ny. Found the Thirteenth Pennsylvania

Cavalry at Smith’s Mill. At English’s house, about 2 miles out on
the road to Smith’s Mill, found an abandoned caisson with about 40
rounds of ammunition in one of the boxes; having no means of
bringing it off, let it remain there, but did not destroy it, as he
thought we might send for it if the general commanding desired it.
Saw a few rebel cavalry, seemingly vedettes, who scattered to the
south. Found only one road to the south, a wood road, that they
followed but a short distance. The cavalry at Smith’s Mill reported
that the enemy’s cavalry made a dash at them last night from the di-
rection of Stanard’s Mill. I inclose a report of a reconnaissance on
the Massaponax Church road, made by Lieutenant-Colonel Mitchell,;
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,
Brigadier-General,

[Inclosure.]

HpQ@rs. SECOND Di1visioN, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Spotsylvania Court-House, May 20, 1864.
Brig. Gen. R. B. POTTER,
Comdg. Second Division, Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: In accordance with instructions received from you I
proceeded with 300 men, detailed for the purpose from the First and
Second Brigades of this division, to make a reconnaissance forthe
distance of about 2 miles beyond our lines, upon the Massaponax
Church road. I made a thorough examination of the countr
within about three-quarters of a mile to the right of the line indi-
cated, and partially to the left of it, without finding any evidence of
the enemy. The reconnaissance, though extended about 3 miles
beyond our immediate line, hardly passed over ground not covered
by our or Second Corps pickets. Ifound thatour picket-line could be
very much shortened, and at the same time embrace more ground by
being joined to the pickets of the Second Corps in a direct line
through the woods to our left, instead of following the road (Massa-
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ponax) as tney now do. I took a few men and examined the country
to the right of the Massaponax road through the woods, until reach-
ing some open sand, over which I proceeded until 1 reachied the road
to the right of the Massaponax road, along which Captain McKib-
bin’s reconnaissance extended. The road at a point about 2 milexs
from our division line enters an open country from which observa-
tions can readily be made withim a circuit of 2 miles. In this open
tract of land I could see the encampment of the Second Corps.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
R. CHARLTON MITCHELL,
Lieut. Col., dctg. Asst, Insp. Gen., 2d Div., 9th Army Corps.

HeADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,

May 20, 1864.
Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Fourth Division:

GENERAL: By direction of the general commanding I have the
honor to apprise you of his satisfaction at your report* that your
command repulsed the attack of the enemy on the 19th instant.
The attack by Ewell’s corps was general along the lines and was
everywhere repulsed.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
LEWIS RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Near Spotsylvania Court-House, Va., May 20, 1864,
Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Fourth Division, Ninth Corps:

GENERAL : Yours of this date just received.t All our troops it is
expected will be moved to the left so as to bring into use the road
near the Fredericksburg and Richmond Railroad. When this takes
place you will move east so as to best cover it. In the mean time I
think your troops had better remain substantially as they now are.
It is impossible to give Igou more cavalry now, but Sheridan is now
in his fourth %3{ from Richmond, and may be looked for to-day or
to-morrow. en he arrives his cavalry will be so disposed as to
materially relieve you.

Your obedient servant,
U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-Generas.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITBD STATES,
Near Spotsylvania Court-House, Va., May 20, 1864.
Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps:
GENERAL: You will make such disposition of your forces to-
morrow morning, the 21st instant, as to best cover Fredericskburg

* See Part I, p. 987,
4 See Part 1, p. 986,
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and the road leadimg from there to Bowling Green. In doing this
take up and maintain a line from Banks' Ford, via Tabernacle
Church road, to the Port Royal road, letting your cavalry pickets
extend as far as Tabernacle Church. Make your headquarters at or
near Owens’, where you will keep concentrated your main force.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant :
. JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

GENERAL ORBDERS, HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Camp near Baltimore Cross-Roads, Ta.,
No. 19. May 20, 1864.

The attention of the general commanding has been directed to the
system of marauding and wanton destruction of household furniture,
clothing, &ec., through the country just passed over by this com-
mand. This is disgraceful, and wiﬂ tarnish the brilliant success
which has attended the Cavalry Corps since the opening of the cam-
paign. The necessity of living upon the country and the order to
that effect contemplated that organized parties in charge of com-
missioned officers would be sent out to procure the supplies. Here-
after all foraging parties will be so organized. The commissioned
officer in charge will be held strictly to account for the acts of his
men.

These details must be authorized when practicable by the division
commanders. Under pressing circumstances the permission of the
brigade commander will be sufficient. No enlisted man will be
allowed to pass the picket-line without written authority from corps
headquarters. All enlisted men found foraging without proper au-
thority will be arrested and their horses turned over to the dismounted
men belonging to their regiments. It is expected that every officer
and soldier in the command will assist in putting down this disgrace-
€11 license, so destructive to the discipline and honor of the Cavalry

Jorps. ‘

By command of Major-General Sheridan :

C. KINGSBURY, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—7 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Can’t you send me the 500 cavalry who came out yes-
terday ? They, I understand, are mostly all old men, and as I have
to leave 1,000 men behind, they will be very necessary, considering
the kind of troops I have, for an expected night fight.

Very respectfully,
A. T. A. TORBERT, _
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

el ]
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Hp@Rs. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—11 p. m.
Brigadier-General GREGG, :
Commanding Second Cavalry Division :

GENERAL : Your dispatch received. Cavalry Corps headquarters
will move to White House. We will leave here at 5 a. m. in the
mornix{g. The general will leave a strong picket at this point,

ery

respectfully,
JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

All quiet here. We leave at 5 a. m. to-morrow, May 21, for White
House. Shall try and repair the railroad bridge on the Pamunkey
at the White House. The general thinks it can be done. He ex-
amined it to-day.

Camp CAVALRY DETACHMENT,
Fredericksburg Road, May 20, 1864,

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Your communication of the 19th instant, 6.30 p. m., was received
at 10 p. m. last night, and yours of even date has just come to hand,
Until within the last twenty minutes I have had nothing worthy- of
report. Sergeant Ferris, Second Pennsylvania Cavalry, who is just
in from a scout, informs me that passing through the woods by a
bridle path he crossed the Ny River and came out upon the Spotsyl-
vania and Gordonsville road. The enemy have been falling back to
Spotsylvania Court-House since very early thisa. m. Hesaw nothing
oﬁ:)hem save a few stragglers ; is of the opinion that there has been
a large number of troops sent from Spotsylvania to Gordonsville ;
judges this by the way the footsteps were turned ; thinks all the
enemy save a few stragglers are upon the other side of the Ny
River. Captain Lee, Third Indiana Cavalry, in from scouting, says
the enemy have fallen back over the Ny River. Lieutenant Freeley,
Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry, has a post of 90 men well toward
Fredericksburg ; he pickets and patrols well out on all roads leadin
westward; says he can hear nothing from the enemy. Ihave a patro
constantly upon the road between my quarters and Fredericksburg.
Two other scouts report the enemy all over the Ny River save

ossibly a few stragglers. T am about reporting direct to General
Eimey by order of Major-General Warren. I have several scoutin
parties now out, and should anything worthy of note transpire wil
at once forward the information.
G. A. FORSYTH,

Muajor Eighth Illinois Cav., Comdg. Cavalry Delach.

. QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washinglon, D. C., Muy 20, 1864.
Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM,
Engineer Department, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL : Your letter of the 18th instant, requesting me to order
a bridge down at Fredericksburg from some of the enginecr trains
now there, has been received. The Quartermaster-General having
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no authority to touch the bridges of the Army of the Potomac, yé)ur
letter was referred to Major-General Halleck, chief of staff, who
returned it with the following indorsement :

May 20, 1864.
Brigadier-General MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General :

The pontoons at Frederi¢ksburg belong to the Army of the Potomac: General
Benham also belongs to that army. He should, therefore, report to General Meade

for his instructions,
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 20, 1864—9.30 p. m. (Received 10 a. m. 21st.)
Brigadier-General BENHAM,
Commanding Engineer Brigade : .

The major-general commanding directs that you replace the bridge
at Fredericksburg, which will be taken up early to-morrow morning,
and that you remain at Fredericksburg or Belle Plain with your
bridge trains until it is ascertained where they will be required.
Should they not be needed with the army you will be directed to
return with them to Washington.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

‘W asHINGTON, D. C., May 20, 1864—9.20 a. m.
Brigadier-General BENHAM : :

I do not understand how you are out of teams unless you have
turned over the 8 and 6 mule teams to Captain Pitkin. To meet the
case I have telegraphed to him to furnish the means necessary to
haul the pontoon bridge to Fredericksburg, to leave pontoon trucks
at Fredericksburg and bring back teams and retain them, and I pre-
sume you must have turned over to Captain Pitkin 256 animals fur-
nished on the 10th instant, to transport the first bridge, which, how-
ever, did not go to Fredericksburg. If not, they should be delivered
to him as soon as they return to Belle Plain. We depend upon
them for the supply of Fredericksburg by the road ; 57 drivers are
attached to the teams.

M. C. MEIGS,

Brigadier-General, Quartermaster-General.
{Indorsement.]

May 20, 1864.
Those 256 animals referred to in your telegram and their drivers
were turned over to Captain Pitkin verbally by me immediately on
my arrival here, but I do not know whether used by him or not
before he received the order which you wrote to him in my tent,

camll
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that he should receive them. These teams or the drivers seem un-
accountably to have disappeared. With a few teams I have just
received from him I am now sending over the bridge by parts, the
last part to go to-morrow. 1 write you to-day.

H. W, BENHAM.

BELLE PLAIN, May 20, 1864—8 p. m.
WaR DEPARTMENT:

Telegrams in relation, first, to citizens passing to Fredericks-
burg and Aquia; second, furnishing a guard over prisoners to
Colonel Hoffman ; third, taking command of troops ordered to re-
port to_Colonel Hoffman ; fourth, relative to Captain Collins, all
received. First. No citizens have passed to Fredericksburg without
an order from the War Department. Captain Hoysredt, provost-
marshal, is a very viﬁﬂant ass officer, Second. There are only 26
prisoners here. Colonel Hoffman has been furnished with the

uard. Third. Complied with. Fourth. Captain Collins, Sixth

eteran Reserve Corps, was ordered by War Department to Fred-
ericksburg, and is, I believe, still there. Six hundred and twenty-
eight infantry to Army of the Potomac : one squadron of Indiana
Cavalry, 150 men, to Colonel Schriver, Fredericksburg, in morning.
About 600 recaptured officers and men, Colonel Talley, First Penn-
sglvauia Reserves, in command, reported here. They go to Army of
t

e Potomac, guarding a train.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

BELLE PLAIN, May 20, 1864—8 a. m.
(Received 9.30 a. m.)
‘WAR DEPARTMENT :

Nine hundred infantry arrived this morning. We are sending
troops forward as fast as possible, guarding trains. I visited Aquia
yesterday, and found the work rafidly rogressing. One wharf
nearly completed. The railroad will shortly be finished to Brooke’s
Station.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General.

SpPeCIAL ORDERS, } HpQrs. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 23. Near Spotsylvania C. H., Va., May 20, 1864.

Fredericksburg and the forces there stationed, together with the
troops guarding the line of communications between there and Belle
Plain, are assigned to the command of Brig. Gen. J. J. Abercrom-
bie, commanding Belle Plain ; and the commanding officers of the
troops so assigned will report accordingly. General Abercrombie
will promulgate this order and assume command at once.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant :
T. 8. BOWERS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, May 20, 1864—8 p. m.
WAR DEPARTMENT :
Six hundred and twenty-six infantry left for Army of the Poto-
mae. Onehundred and fifty cavalry to Col. E. Schriver, Fredericks-
burg. Six hundred recaptured prisoners for guarding train to Army

of Potomac to-morrow.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

NEAR SPOTSYLVANIA COURT-HOUSE,
May 20, 1864—8 p. m.
Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Fredericksburg:

Send as guards to trains from Fredericksburg to-morrow, the 21st
instant, all troops coming to or under orders for the front. Order
troops already on the way to halt where they are till trains come up,
and then to accompany them as guards. {.et these guards be as
strong as possible. As soon as the army gets on the Fredericks-
burg railroad, Belle Plain and Fredericksburg will be abandoned
and Port Royal made the base for our supplies. You will, therefore,
make preparations to this end. On the evacuation of Fredericks-
burg, the work on the railroad will cease. Boats are now on their
way to Fredericksburg for our wounded, and, to protect them from
being molested by the enemy’s roving cavalry and guerrillas, you
will, as far as practicable, use your cavalry along the banks of the
river.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : ’

JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

——

‘WasHINGTON, D. C., May 20, 1864.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE:

In accordance with instructions from headquarters of the army,
the major-general commanding directs that you assume command of
all troops heretofore ordered to Colonel Hoffman, Commissary Gen-
eral of Prisoners, at Belle Plain. You will at once send a battalion
of 400 dismoumnted cavalry to report to Col. E. Schriver, military
governor of Fredericksburg.

Respectfully,
J. H. TAYLOR,
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General.

FREDERICKSBURG, May 20, 1864—11 a. m.
(Received 4.10 p. m.)
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR:
In relation to the apprehension of 60 prominent citizens of this
city, as ordered by you, I have to report that on account of the very
few males who are now present it has been impossible to get that




Crar. XLVIIL) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. o7
number ready to disg\atch to-day, but I hope to send .hem to Wash-
ington to-morrow. There are 30 in custody, 9 of whom are suspected
of having been engaged in conveying our wounded to Richmond.
ED. SCHRIVER,
Colonel and Inspector-Generadl.

. WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, May 20, 1364,
Col. EDMUND SCHRIVER,
Commanding at Fredericksburg, Ta. :

Complaints have been made that numerous persons (perhaps
nurses, attendants, employés, &c., with original passes to go to
Fredericksburg) are going down to the Army of the Potomac. and
also people go down on the steam-boats to Aqyia under pretense of
being employed. Asno passes are granted here to visit the army,
the Secretary of War directs that you station a vigilant pass officer
with the pickets in the road out, to visé all passes and allow no
civilians to proceed to the army who have not a proper order from
this Department or from the headquarters Army of the Potomac.

JAS. A. HARDIE,
Colonel and Inspector-General.’

FREDERICKSBURG, May 20, 18G4.
_ (Received 7 p. m.)
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR:

The telegraphic instructions of 20th, respecting civilians going to
the Army of the Potomac, have been anticipated by me. and shall
have my continued attention, but some persons will escape the
guards, which are not always the most reliable or trustworthy.
Applications have been invariably refused by me.

ED. SCHRIVER.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fredericksburg, Muy 20, 1864.
. Hon. BE. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War :

Sir : Although it ought not to be necessary for an officer of my
antecedents to disprove such a charge as the one contained in your
telegram of the 19th, respecting the issue of rations to citizens of
Fredericksburg, I send herein the eertificate of the only commissary
of subsistence who has been on duty at this post, which shows the
falsity of the report. I take this occasion to assure the Department
that whenever 1 fail to perform my whole duty I shall cease to wear
the Government livery and will not eat its salt.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure.]

Orrice 0F COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE.
Fredericksburg, Va., May 20, 1864.
I certify on honor that no sales of subsistence stores have been
made at this post to any citizen or citizens. and that no issues of
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subsistence stores have been made to any citizen or citizens, except
employés of the Government, upon the order or approval of Col. Ed.
Schriver, inspector-general, commanding post.

No sales of subsistence stores have to my knowledge been made at
thig gost to any citizen or citizens, except officers of the Christian
an
not from Colonel Schriver. For three or four days after this depot
of supplies was opened sales of subsistence stores were made, upon
the certificate of officers that they, were for their own personal use ;
but believing that fraud was being perpetrated upon this depart-

ment, upon presentation to Colonel Schriver and Lieutenant-Colonel
Wilson, chief commissary of subsistence, Army of the Potomac,
orders were issued that no sales should be made, unless the officer
.should apply in person and certify that they were for his own use,
which ord%rs have been strictly complied with.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. D. LEE,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence, Post Commissary.

: May 20, 1864.
Col. E. SCHRIVER,
Commanding, Fredericksburg :

In answer to your letter of the 19th instant, respecting applica~
tions for permits to visit the front to obtain the bodies of officers
and soldiers killed in battle, I am instructed to say that your decis-
ion in the matter is approved. The commanding general, however,
wishes such permits to be given whenever it shall seem to you that
it is practicable for persons making the applications to visit the
battle-fields, and they are provided with the necessary facilities for
removing the remains; but in the present position of the enemy
there are not many of the burial places of the fallen that can safely
be visited, except with a considerable force.

Very respectfully, &c.,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

PoIiNT LookoUT. May 20, 1864.

(Received 6.50 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War:

1 find this depot in a very satisfactory condition. The strength
of the guard present for duty is 1,663. In the expectation of the
arrival of more prisoners, I respectfully recommend that one old
regiment, or two militia regiments, beadded to the guard. I await
further orders.

Respectfully,
‘W. HOFFMAN,
Commissary-General of Prisoners,

GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864—10 p. m. (Received 7.40 a. m, 21st.)

Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, Secretary of War :

Have been fighting all day. Enemy are endeavoring to close in
onour lines. 'We shall hold on. Have captured rebel General Wal-

anitary Commissions, for which I have received orders, but -

AN
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ker, of Texas troops. (General Sheridan is at White House, and has

sent for a g)ontoon bridge, which I have forwarded him. Have also

sent one of my army gun-boats with launches up the Rappahannock,

as requested.
B. ¥. BUTLER,

Major-General.

‘WASHINGTON, May 20, 1864—10.30 a. m.
General BUTLER:

The Rappahannock has been scoured by the navy. Gun-boats are
at Fredericksburg. To-morrow morning a fleet of supplies and for
transportation of wounded will attempt to ascend the rniver. Can
you send some of your Wiard or other gun-boats, with orders to
protect the fleet, and to scour the river for boats, and prevent the
planting of torpedoes?

M. C. MEIGS,

Quartermaster-General,

In THE FIELD, May 20, 1864—9 p. m.

(Received 8 a. m, 21st.)
Quartermaster-General MEigs,
Washington :

Dispatch received. I have sent the Burnside, two launches, and
60 men to aid in scouring the River Rappahannock. She will be there
in twenty-four hours.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

MAY 20, 1864—12.45 p. m.

Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE:

ADMIRAL : Your dispatch received. I should be happy to meet
ou at Bermuda Landing with an ambulance to bring you to my
lyleadquarters for conference. Will you do me the honor to ride up
and lunch with me ?
B. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.

Frag-SuIP, May 20, 1864—3 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER,
Commanding :

Dispatch received %vp m. Have not time to visit you and return
to Farrar’s Island. ill take another opportunity unless you can
ride over there,
8. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral,

ForT MONROE, VA., May 20, 1864—6 p. m.
(Received 6.50 p. m.)
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL OF THE ARMY :
Your dispatch received. General Sheridan’s command is_at the
White House ; wants pontoon train, rations and forage. Train is
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at Bermuda Hundred ; have sent for it. Don’t know if it can be
spared. Asked Captain Babcock, commanding fleet in York River,
to escort stores to White House. He replied could go to West
Point, but on account of torpedoes in Pamunkey was dangerous to
go farther. Sent two days’ forage to him—all I had at the depot.
Five days’ forage was called for. Expect Sheridan will come to
West Point. Our boats suitable for ferrying are kept with the
army, up the James River. Have just received dispatch from Gen-
eral Butler, asking for 1,500 axes in great haste. e have none on
hand ; 1,000 are due on requisitions. Will you have 1,500 sent at
once? Colonel Shaffer telegraphs ‘have no uneasiness about us;

we are all right.”
HERMAN BIGGS,
Chief Quartermaster.

ForT MONROE, May 20, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER :

General Sheridan’s command is at White House. Have sent to
me for fifteen pontoons and five days’ suppg of rations and forage.
Have sent the rations ard one day’s forage (all I have) to West Point.
Captain Babcock, U. 8. Navy, at Yorktown, says gun-boat will es-
cort supplies as far as West Point, as it is éangerous to go up the
Pamunkey. You have at least thirteen days’ supply of forage, in
grain, at Bermuda Hundred, and I have written to golonel Fuller to
send me schooner with 10,000 bushels of grain ; two days’ supply for
General Sheridan’s horses. Suppose more than fifteen pontoons will

be needed at West Point.
HERMAN BIGGS,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster.

. BERMUDA, May 20, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER, _
‘ Chief of Staff:

The following is a copy of a letter just received from Lieutenant-
Colonel Biggs: )

I inclose herewith copé'oof a dispatch received from Lieutenant-Colonel Howard,
quartermaster Cavalry Corps. I have sent about 6,000 bushels oats, which is all I
have. This is little more than one day’s supply for the corps. Please communicate
with General Butler, and send me a schooner with about two days' supply for them,
say 10,000 bushels. The schooner F. Merrin or Ida Jones. There should be vessels
in to-day laden with forage, but all will not answer, rely on this. If they come in,
however, I will forward them up the river at once. You have now at least twelve
days’ supply of grain at Bermuda Hundred.

B_The following is a copy of Colonel Howard’s dispatch to Colonel
12gS :
ForT MAGRUDER, VA, May 19, 1864..

I have just arrived at this place on my way to Fort Monroe for the purpose of
procuring five days’ forage for 12,000 animals, 65,000 rations of subsistence, and a

pontoon train of fifteen boats. Will you please arrange so that I may be enabled to

take them immeiiately on my arrival to White House, on the Pamunkey ?

I have sent the schooner, as requested, to report to Colonel Biggs,
as we have a full supply of forage here.
C. E. FULLER,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster.
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BERMUDA, May 20, 1864.
Col. J. W. SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

I found the admiral. I had an ambulance ready for him, but he
declined to go. He evidently did not fancy the ride through the
mud. He thought that the general might ride over to GGeneral
Terry’s quarters and communicate there. I saw a Richmond paper
on board of yesterday ; tlligy acknowledge a loss of 1,500 in killed and
wounded at Drewry’s Bl No fighting by Lee on the 18th. No
particular news.

Among the list of 1,000 prisoners was General Heckman, Colonel
Lee, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts; Colonel White, Fifty-fifth
Pennsylvania; Lieutenant-Colonel Bennett, Fifty-fifth Pennsylva-
nia; Lieutenant-Colonel Bartholomew, Twenty-seventh Massachu-
setts ; Captain Belger and others of lower rank. Heckman refused
to be searched at Libby Prison, showed fight, but was threatened
with the black hole and succumbed.

FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel,

-HDQRS. SIEGE ARTY., DEPT. OF VA. AND N. CAROLINA,
In the Field, May 20, 1864.

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff, Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina:

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to inform you that I have this day
made requisition for four 30-pounder Parrott guns for the redoubts
on General Smith’s left ; also for ammunition sufficient to bring the
supgly for these rifled guns and those now on hand up to 200 rounds
each ; for the four hewitzers which came yesterday I have made
requisition for 100 rounds each, not knowing exactly what is on
hand as yet. The 30-pounder Parrott which started yesterday from
the landing is stuck in the mud, a mile below General Gillmore’s
headquarters, where it has remained since yesterday evening, al-
though great efforts were made to get it up last night. I think, if
it is intended to get a 100-pounder Parrott, thal arrangement should
be made for landing it at Point of Rocks, if possible. Ihave not put
it on my requisition,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding.

IN THE FiELD, May 20, 1864—11.20.

Brigadier-General Weitzel will make a tour of inspection of the
lines of intrenchments, and his orders and suggestions in regard to
working parties and supports will be implicitly carried out by corps,
division, and brigade commanders.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.
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CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864—1 p. m.

General Weitzel is serving as chief engineer in absence, by sick-
ness, of Captain Farquhar, and his orders will be mine and will be

given in my name.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, .
Major-General, Commanding.

MAy 20, 1864—1 p. m.

General Weitzel will please give all orders in relation to engineer-
ini;r operations, or other than orders to his own division, in the form
following, to save all questions: “B?' command of Major-General
Butler: G. Weitzel, brigadier-general.” ;

B. F. BUTLER, -

Major-General, Commanding.

——

é

SMITH’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER:
You had better send to see that Gillmore is busily at work to-

night.
G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General.

SMITH’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864—11 p. m.
General BUTLER:

Be sure and have Turner near Ames at daybreak to meet an as-

sault.
G. WEITZEL.
(GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpqrs. DEPT. OF VA. AND N. C,,
No. 62. In the Freld, Va., May 20, 1864.

The dis;l)ositions following will at once be made to resist an attack
upon our lines: )

1. Eighteenth Army Corps, Major-General Smith commanding :

(General Martindale’s division : One regiment of the First Brigade
will hold the line of works in front of the brigade. The remainin
regiments of the brigade will act as division reserve, and be postec
in rear of the left of the division. Two regiments of the Second
Brigade will hold the line of works in front of the brigade. The
remaining regiments of the brigade will act as reserve to General
Brooks’ line, and will move, in case of an attack, to the rear of the
center of .that division. The picket-line of this division, when
driven in, will deploy as skirmishers under cover of the counterscarp
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crest of the main ditch, and will there remain. If its losses are
large in coming in, it will be strengthened by sending a few men
from the main line.

General Brooks’ division : One brigade will hold the main line in
front of the division. The remaining brigades of the division will
form a division reserve, and be posted in rear of the right of the
corps. The picket-line of this division will hold the edge of the
ravine in its front to the last momeut. If driven in, it will hold the
crest of the counterscarp of the main ditch, deployed as skirmishers;
being re-enforced, if much reduced, by sending a few men from the
main line. v

II. Tenth Army Corps, Major-General Gillmore commanding:

General Ames’ division: The whole of this division, excepting two
regiments, will hold the line in front of the division. The two
remaining regiments will form the division reserve, and be posted
in rear of and near the center of the division line.

General Terry’s division: Two brigades of this division will hold
the line in front of the division. The Third Brigade will form the
division reserve, and be posted in rear of and near the center of the
division line.

General Turner’s division: This division will form the corps re-
serve, and be posted in rear of the center of the corps. The picket-
line of the Tenth Corps will be very strong. If driven i, it will
fall back as skirmishers, and take post under cover of the counter-
scarp crest, or behind the abatis, each man covering himseclf as well
as possible where there is no counterscarp, and there remain, being
re-enforced, if much cut up, by sending a few men from the main
line.

Al reserves will be posted in line during the artillery fire of the
enemy. but will be formed in column, so as to be readily thrown to
any threatened point. The reserve artillery will be moved so that it
can most effectually bear upon any assaulting column of the enemy.
All the troops will at once ll))e encamped in the positions above in-
dicated, excepting the two regiments of the Second Brigade, Secoud
Division, Eighteenth Army Corps. All horses and wagons must at
once be removed out of sight of the enemy, and, if practicable, out
of range. The troopsof this command will form every morning at
3.30 a. m., and so remain under arms until daybreak or fog lifts,
until further orders. These instructions will be read to each regi-
ment and battery in the respective corps, so as to be clearly under-

By'command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler: :
R. S. DAVIS.

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, } Hbpqrs. DEPT. oF Va. AND N, C,,
No. 64. In the Field, Va., May 20, 1864,
Capt. Alfred Mordecai, U. S. Ordnance Corps, is hereby announced
as chief of ordnance of the army in the field. All officers on ord-
nance duty in the field will report to him.
By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
R. S. DAVIS,
Magor and Assistant Adjutant-Generdl.

3 R R—VOL XXXVi, PT III
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GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. DEPT. oF VA. AND N, C,,
No. 865. { In the Field, Va., May 20, 1864,

1. Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel is hereby announced as chief
engineer of this department and army, and will be obeyed and re-
spected accordingly.

II. Brig. Gen. J. H. Martindale is hereby assigned to the com-
mand of the Second Division, Tenth [Eighteenth*] Army Corps.

By command of Maj. Gen. B, F. Butler :

R. 8. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS, May 20, 1864—10.35 a. m.
General GILLMORE :

The weak spot in your line is just at Ames’ left. I would recom-
mend strong reserves there,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.

MAY 20, 1864—11.40 a. m.
(Received 11.43 a. m.)
General GILLMORE: :

I think your skirmish line near Widow Howlett’s should be re-
established. It is important, for reasons in which you concur, that
line should be held. It was too easily lost.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-Qeneral, Commanding.

GILLMORE’'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864—12.10 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER:
1 omitted to report that Brigadier-General Walker, of the rebel
service, is wounded and a prisoner in charge of my medical director.
é. A. (ﬁLLMORE,
Major-General.

P. 8.—Two of Turner’s regiments came off picket this evening ;
have been fighting all day, and have been allowed to remain in
camp to clean up their pieces, but are to move to front in case of

firing,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Majos-General,

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864—12.40 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER :
I understand from your order directing Brigadier-General Weitzel
to inspect the intrenchments, make suggestions, and give orders, that
he is on your staff (temporarily at least). Am I cor:ect > I would

respectfully suggest that ¢
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General,

* See Davis to Smith, May 21, p. 73.
4 Remainder of communication illegible.

daw
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MAy 20, 1864—2.15 p. m,
General (GILLMORE:

Colonel Serrell will be ordered to report to General Weitzel for
orders, with his regiment, from and after the time he has a confer-
ence with General Weitzel, which Colonel Serrell will seek at once.

BENJ. ¥. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD,
In the Trenches, May 20, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Colonel SMITH : .

CoLONEL: 1 have the honor to request that my position may be
defined in orders, that there may be regularity somewhere if possi-
ble. I find various changes made in the line, places exposed, details
put on and taken off by various officers, and I think it a simple duty to
the country, the Tenth Corps, and myself, to make this request. I
fear something may go wrong, and then it will be undetermined,
perhaps, who was l'elfl}l)onsible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: ED. W. SERRELL,
Colonel of Engineers, New York Volunteers.

I have not an ax left to make abatis. They are all taken away
but about ten, by General Butler’s order, Iam told. The line on the
left of General Ames is all wrong. One of the two lines only should
be used ; the other destroyed, I think.

E. W. 8.

May 20, 1864—2.30 p. m,
Lieutenant-Colonel SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Lieutenant Michie tells me General Butler wants the advanced
work on the left worked at all night to-night. The details for it
should be provided. 1Ihave an officer there to-day. Shall I have

"one there to-night ?
) ED. W. SERRELL,
Colonel of Engineers, New York Volunteers.
{Indorsement.]
Act apon such directions as General Weitzel gives you.
By order of General Gillmore:
. ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjulant-General,
Received 3.30, and countermanded by General Gillmore ilwcrsnn-
E W. s

May 20, 1864—3.15p. m.

General Gillmore may revoke the order for Colonel Serrell to
report to General Weitzel, but must see to it that Colonel Serrell
gends no more messages like the one sent to department head-

quarters. BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.
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[Indorsement.]

jolonel Serrell will observe the directions herein contained.
By order of Major-General Gillmore : .
ED. W. SMITH, -

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,

May 20, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff, Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina :
CoLONEL : I find the enemy in strong force, and am losing heav-
ily. The left seems to be safe enough. A prisoner says their line
runs from one river to the other, with rifle-pits, &c., and the number
supposed to be there is about 20,000 men. I think if you wish the -
attack pushed, I should have more troops. General Terry has just
informed me that the right of his picket-line is threatened by a mass
of troops, said to be a brigade.
ery respectfully, yours,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General, Commanding.

[First indorsement.]

4.45 P. M.
General SMITH :
You will send two brigades to the relief of General Gillmore.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

[Second indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864—4.55 p. m.

I have one regiment not in line. Every regiment beyond that
leaves a gap inmy line. I shall give the orders to get ready, but
shall not order them to report till I get other notice.

‘WM. F. SMITH, ‘
Major-General. \

[Third indorsement.]

The enemy is very strong, I have no doubt, and General Gillmore
appears to think that additional forces must be sent him, or he will
have to draw off. I cannot decide here. The loss is heavy.

J. W. SHAFFER. |

HeADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864—5.15 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER:
I have my trenches now garrisoned by the minimum force to make
them safe. One full brigade at least should be sent to me in order
to drive the enemy from the rifle-pits they captured this morning.
If it is sent at once to replace my troops in the intrenchments, I
will take off the latter and recapture the position lost this morning. ;
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Magjor-General, Commanding.
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HpQRs. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA AND NoORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, Va., May 20, 1864—5.30 p. m.
General GILLMORE:

If with the force you have you have been unable to force your
line back, I think it may cost too much risk to attempt it farther
with the force which can be sent from General Smith’s line. Can
you hold what you have? Are the enem%%ressing you if you retire?

NJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864—8 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :
The commanding general desires that you charge your division
commanders to make all preparations against surprise to-night.
J. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

GENERAL SMITH'S HEADQUARTERS.
May 20, 1864—8.05 p. m.
General GTLLMORE:
The gun-boats would assist you much, if you would order General
Terry to slash down that ravine on his right at once.
G. WEITZEL,
Brigudier-General,

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864—8.30 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE:

Colonel Abbot, First Connecticut Artillery, reports that a
30-pounder Parrott is stuck in the mud about 1 mile below your
headquarters. Please detail sufficient men to haul it to the desired
position.

J. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chief of Stuff.

' GILLMORE’'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864.
nel SHAFFER,
Colo Chief of Staff:
Your dispatch relative to extricating the 30-pounder gun is re-
ceived. All my men have fought or worked all day, or will work
all night. I would suggest that the detail be made from some other

force. Please answer.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.
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GENERAL BUTLER'’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864—10.50 p. m.
General GILLMORE :

Your dispatch dated 7.30 p. m. was received at 10.30. You had
better draw in your line according to the suggestions of my dispatch
of 5.30 p. m. The weakness of your works requires this and that
we take no risks. You will see to it that strong working parties
are kept busy upon the line during. the night. Guard against sur-

prise.
B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864—11 p. m. (Received 11.25 p. m.)
General GILLMORE :

You will have Turner’s division in the immediate rear of Ames’,
ready to support him in case of a possible assault by the enemy at
daybreak. 1 think this important. Acknowledge receipt.

BENJ. ¥. BUTLER,
Major-General.

May 20, 1864—11.25 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER:

Your dispatch of 11p. m. received. Turner’sdivisionisbivouacked
in the open field in rear of Ames’, in readiness to support him.
Working parties are out, and will be all night.

Q. A. GILLMORE.

MAy 20, 1864—12 midnight.
Major-General (GILLMORE,
Commanding Tenth Corps :
1ENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
two notes of this evening. I found great difficulty in getting 600
men from the different commands to-night. These, however, are at
work. They have some of them been fighting to-day. I do not
know which work General Weitzel orders first, not having read his
dispatch, when I found I had opened it by mistake. Is 600 enough
for to-night ? I think it well to ask for details from Eighteenth
if we are to fight again to-morrow.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SERRELL,
Colonel of Engineers, New York Volunteers.

Hp@rs. SECOND D1visioN, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Flield, May 20, 1864.
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, :
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:
Sir: In accordance with orders from Major-General Butler, I
have given the following orders to Brigadier-General Ames and

§
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Brigadier-General Terry, of your command, in regard to their line
of intrenchments:

Brigadier-General AMES, .
Commanding Division, Tenth Army Corps:

Sir : By direction of the major-general commanding, I would respectfully sug-
gest the following improvements on your line :

(3) First, there should be a small redan at the intersection of your line with
Brooks. A piece of artillery should be placed in the face toward you to sweep the
front of your line. (3) The logs lying parallel to the ravine in front of your left
should at once be rolled into the ravine. (2) That portion of the main line where
the Thirty-third New York Battery and the Parrott guns of the Connecticut Heavy
Artillery are should be inclosed to form a good large redoubt, with a high com-
mand, say about 8 feet. (2) There should be a strong abatis in front of your whole
line, and no fence rails should be permitted to be used in building this abatis. (1)
Your whole line should be raised and strengthened from the outside, as much
as possible and with all disg)atch. especially in front of and on the right of the Third
Rhode Island Artillery and colored cavalry howitzer battery. (3) Artillery should
all be placed in embrasure. (1) The traverses should be strengthened. (1) Redoubt
on ridge in front of your line should be completed as quickly as possible. (2) Al
trees within cannon range of any part of the work should be felled. (3) All rubbish
in front of the line should be removed. (1) To hold firmly with skirmishers the
prolongation of the ridge on which is situated the redoubt, which is at the inter-
section of yours and Terry’s lines.

Your line could be much improved by making a flank from the right of the Third
Rhode Island battery to the rear, and then run your line so as to strike the high
redoubt on the right of your line. This line should be so run, if you have the labor
to do it. and then the line in front destroyed.

The above will be done by order of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler :

) G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General,
Brig. Gen. A. H. TERRY,
" Commanding Division, Tenth Army Corps :

SR : By direction of the major-general commanding this department, I respect-
fully suggest the following alterations on your lines :

(1) You should at once cut down all the trees in front of the right of your line.
(1) The trees in the ravine on which your right rests should be cut down from the
bottomn of the ravine to the crest on the side toward you, leaving but a thin fringe
near the top to screen your works. (2) You should construct rifle-pits on the crest of
the slope of the ravine nearest to you, and hold this line of rifie-pits with a strong
line of skirmishers. (2) All rails used in the constructions of your abatis should be
removed and branches of trees substituted. (1) Your whole line should be strength-
ened, ially that gmrt which croeses the low ground in your center.

The aggve will be done by order of Maj. Gen. % F. Butler:

G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers.

GENERAL : In answer to your dispatch of this evening I desire to
say that I have numbered the different suggestions in the above
communication, to give my idea of the order in which they should
be carried out. I do not think, from my own experience here
during the last forty-eight hours, that there is more than one-half
as much work as you estimate.

G. WEITZEL,

Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864—1.15 p. m.
General FOSTER:

Colonel Fairchild reports his pickets driven in ; wants two regi-
ments to support him. Have sent the orderly reporting it to find
General Gillmore or you.

I R. SEALY,

Aeting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Hpg@rs. THIRD DI1visioN, TENTH ArRMY CORPS,
Near Bermuda Hundred, Va., May 20, 1864.
Col. H. R. Guss,

First Brigade,
Colonel DRAKE,
Second Brigade :

COLONEL : Information having been received at corps headquar-
ters that a surprise on the part of the enemy is anticipated, the gen-
eral commanding directs me to instruct you to have your command
well in hand to prevent the success of an attack. Especial vigilance
will be exercised by the troops in the line of intrenchments, and one
or more officers will constantly be on guard to give the alarm should
the enemy make his appearance with a view to an assault.

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(gHyAS. A. CARLETON,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864.
Major-General SMITH :

General Butler desires to know the cause of heavy firing on your

left.
J. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

——

SMiTH’'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864.
(General BUTLER:

I think the gun-boats fired one or two shots ; no firing now. All

quiet.
‘WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

MAy 20, 1864,
(General SMITH :
Keep your brigades in readiness until further orders. ‘
: BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864,
Major-General SMITH :

The brigades ordered to Gillmore will not be wanted. General
Butler wishes that you would charge your division commanders to
make every provision against surprise to-night.

. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chicf of Staff.



Caar. XLVIIL) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC,—UNION., 41

GENERAL ORDERS, HpQRrS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 19. In the Field, Va., May 20, 1864,

I. Until further orders there will be two hospital organizations
for general purposes in the Eighteenth Corps. The medical officers
will be drawn from regiments, but as far as practicable each regi-
ment will have one medical officer left with it for duty in camp, on
the march, or in action, but during a battle this officer is not ex-

ted to be under severe fire. Without being too far to the rear to
ve of assistance, he should remain in a position partially sheltered.
The commanding officer of the regiment should assign to the medical
officer a sheltered location during action.

II. To prevent a depletion of the ranks by the long absence in

neral hospitals and convalescent camps of soldiers sent to general

ospitals for slight ailments, a corps hospital will be established at
or near the Point of Rocks, on the Appomattox River. Exceptin
slight cases of illness, which can be taken care of in the regimenta
camps, all the sick of the camps will be sent to this hospital, and no
sick soldier will be transferred to a general hospital at Fortress
Monroe, or elsewhere, unless he cannot reasonably be expected to
be fit for duty in one month’s time, or the transfer is necessary to
recovery, and then only on the order of the corps medical director.

ITI. Sick men before admission into the corps hospital should
ordinarily be furnished with passes from the medical officer on duty
with his regiment, countersigned by its commander. Serious cases
of illness, or those where there is an obvious propriety in recovering
for treatment, may be admitted, at the option of the surgeon in
charge, who in all cases will use his best discretion in admitting or
refusing. Where malingering or straggling is suspected, he will
return the men under guard to the command to which they belong.

IV. The chief quartermaster of this corps will turn over to the
surgeon in charge one quartermaster’s wagon with 4 horses and
equipments complete. 'l(llhe chief of ambulances will turn over to
the same one serviceable ambulance and 2 horses, with necessary
harness and appurtenance.

V. A detachment, consisting of 1 lieutenant, 1 sergeant, 2 cor-
porals, and 16 privates, will be assigned to the hospital for neces-
sary guard and fatigue duty. The latter will embrace the burial of
the dead and such other labor as may be dictated by the surgeon in
charge. The quartermaster and commissary supplies for the hos-
pital will be issued by the proper officers on the requisitions or re-
turns of the surgeon in charge. The commissary department will
carry out all existing instructions regarding the hospital fund.

VI. A chaplain w1gll be detailed as chaplain of the hospital. He
will perform his duties under the direction of the surgeon in charge.

Vﬁ? The surgeon in charge will be under the orders of the corps
commander and his medical director only.

Organization to meet the requirements of the battle-field :

A. A battle-field hospital for the corps will be established when-
ever a battle takes place; its medical officers and attendants will also
be drawn from the troops comprising this command. It will be
organized as far as practicable on the basis of the Surgeon-General’s
Circular No. 4, series of 1863, modified by Circular No. 5, issued by
the medical director of this corps May 5, 1864, and by the further
modification contained in this order. There will be 1 surgeon in
charge, 4 surgeons as operators, 1 chaplain, 2 assistant surgeouns as
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assistants to the surgeon in charge, 8 assistant surgeons as assistants
to the operating surgeon, 4 hospital stewards, 3 cooks, and 40 attend-
ants. The plan for internal management of this hospital will be
furnished the surgeon in charge by the medical director of the corps.
A guard of 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, and 12 privates will be detailed to
drive off stragglers, and keep u the discipline of the hospital. None
but men on duty in the ambulance corps, members of bands, regi-
mental hospital attendants (not assigned to hospital duty), and men
belonging to the drum corps, will bring wounded to the hospital.

B. %{Iegical officers, the chaplain’s attendants, and guard, as soon
as the wounded are sent to the corps hospital, or on board of trans-
ports, will be returned by the medical director to their regiments,
with the exception of the chief surgeon of the battle-field hospital,
who will necessarily be obliged to look after and take care of the
Government property in his charge. .

C. All cases of amputation must either be first designated for
operation by the surgeon in charge of the hospital, or be determined
upon by a majority vote of a board of at least 3 surgeons to be de-
tailed by the surgeon in charge, or the corps medical director.

By command of Major-General Smith :

N. BOWEN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

MaAy 26, 1864.
(Received 6.15 p. m.
General HINKS :

A body of about 300 cavalry is said to be passing toward City
Point in rear of the woods on our front. A few shots were just fired
at our vedettes on the Petersburg road.

DUNCAN,

Colonel.

. BeErMUDA, May 20, 1864,
Major-General BUTLER : .

I can send the Burnside, with one 12-pounder howitzer, two
launches, and 60 men, at 8 o'clock this evening. She will have to sto
at Fort Monroe for pilot and it will take twenty-four hours to reac

the Rappahannock., Will that do? Answer to me at Bermuda

Hundred.
CHAS. K. GRAHAM,
Brigadier-General.

May 20, 1864—9 p. m.

General GRAHAM,
Bermuda Landing :

Let the Burnside go with tlie force named, to make every diligence
and report to the commander of the Potomac Flotilla. Send her
under an experienced commander,

BENJ. F. BUTLER,

DN, h .
Muajor-General, Commanding.
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Mav 20, 1864—6 p. m.
Colonel SHAFFER:

I propose to move my entire command across the river to-morrow,
if there is no objection, in order to get a permanent camp where I
can refit men and horses. At present the command is very much
scattered. A portion is already across the river, a portion is still at
Portsmouth, and the main portion is here. Let me know if the
measure is approved.

KAUTZ,

General,

May 20, 1864—8.15 a. m.
Captain DoDGE, Assistant Quartermaster :

Have you received any orders regarding transportation of men and
horses from Portsmouth ? If so, let me know and I will send ofticers

to bring them up.
KAUTZ,
General,

Mav 20, 1864,
General KavuTz:

I have received no orders regarding transportation of men and
horses from Portsmouth.
DODGE,

Captain,

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864—6 p. m. (Received 7.25 a. m. 21st.)

Brigadier-General SHEPLEY, Norfolk, Va.:

There are not 1,000 rebel cavalry south of the James, and they are
Dearing’s bngade, jaded by a 200-miles march from North Carolina.
You can hold Norfolk, as long as we are here, with a corporal’s

guard.
B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
In the Field, May 21, 1864—7 a. m. (Received 10.35 a. m.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, ’
Chief of Staff :

I fear there is some difficulty with the forces at City Point which
prevents their effective use. The fault may be with the commander,
and it may be with his subordinates. General Smith, whilst a very
able officer, i8 obstinate, and is likely to condemn whatever is not
suggested by himself. Either those forces should be so occupied as
to detain a force nearly equal to their own, or the garrison in the
intrenchments at City %oint should be reduced to a minimum and
the remainder ordered here. I wish you would send a competent
officer there to inspect and report by telegraf)h what is being done,
and what in his judgment it i1s advisable to do.

U. S. GRANT,

Licutenant-tGeneral,
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‘WASHINGTON, May 21, 1864—1.40 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Near Spotsylvania, Va. :
Orders in accordance with your letter of yesterday have been sent
to General Hunter. Generals Meigs and Barnard have bsen sent to
James River, to make the investigations and reports, as directed in

your telegram of 7 a. m. to-day.
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of. Staff. .

W ASHINGTON, May 21, 1864—9.40 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Near Spotsylvania, Va. :

If the depots at Fredericksburg, Belle Plain, and Aquia Creek are
to be transferred to Port Royal, please let me know immediately, as
troops and supplies are being sent every hour_to the former places,
and much delay will be caused by landing and re-embarking.

%. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 21, 1864.
General HUMPHREYS :
Direct General Warren so soon as Wright has moved up to this
place, that he move forward to Harris’ Store, to which place he will

be followed by Wright. On reaching that place he will endeavor to’

open communication with Hancock at Milford. Direct Wright to
move up to this place as soon as Burnside opens the road, and on
reaching here to notify Warren of the fact, and then follow Warren
in support to Harris” Store. Order General Torbert, after leavin

500 men with Hancock, to proceed with the balance to Bethe
Church, reporting his arrival to headquarters, which will be estab-
lished there. Direct Warren to send his cavalry forward to seize
the bridge across the Ta River, and a portion of them to picket the
bridge at Downer’s on his left flank. arren should also move out
beyond Catlett’s on the left hand road, and, if possible, secure and
hold the crossing of the Ta River.

GEO. G. MEADE.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL : The prigoners taken from the cavalry and brought in
this evening are from Chambliss’ brigade, Ninth, Tenth, and Thir-
teenth Virginia Cavalry. One of them is a first lieutenant, and I
gathered from a conversation with him that William Henr (Rooney{
Lee is in command of the above and Rosser’s brigades, which are al
the cavalry with the enemy. The enemy were apprised cf the

> _2
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movement of Hancock as early as 2 o’clock this morning. From
other prisoners, who state the circumstances in detail, I learn that:
night before last, during Ewell's attack, Longstreet’s corps was
moved from the enemy’s extreme right to the rear of his left, and at
a late hour of the night moved back again. I state this because there
are reports in the papers that a part of Longstreet’s corps, not in-
cluded in Pickett’s division, has appeared in front of General Butler,
whereas our examinations account daily for Field’s and McLawy’
divisions. An intelligent prisoner reports Johnson's division to have
numbered (prior to night before last) 1,160 muskets, and says it
suffered then also. I transmit Richmond paper 19th instant, giving
some account of Sheridan’s return.
Respectfully,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.

[Indorsement.)

Brigadier-General RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff:
Please return after reading.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

BEVERLY HOUSE SIGNAL STATION,
May 21, 1864—6 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS : )
It is very smoky this a. m. There is no change in the enemy’s
guns or troops in front of the Fifth Corps.
GEO. J. CLARKE,
' Signal Officer.

May 21, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:
The accompanying messages were intercepted at rebel signal sta-
tion on the Catlett farm, south of Guiney’s Station.
: B. F. FISHER,
Captain,

[Inclosure No. 1.]

May 21, 1864—9.30 a. m,
General LEE:
About 80 men in front. Regiments of infantry in the rear seem to
be cooking. A long column of infantry and wagons were passing
for hours upon the Bowling Green road ; brigade of cavalry in ad-

vance.

’ ’C’nlom’l.
DAVIS,

Signal Officer.
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[Inclosure No. 2.]
May 21, 1864—10 a. m.
General LEE:

Seems to be a continuous movement here, and has been seen since
the hour before day. A great deal of cavalry and artillery inter-
sI!)ersud with large body of infantry. Not very well closed up.
Their right is now passing, 1 mile below Guiney’s Station, advancing
to Milford. No more in sight above Guiney’s Station.

TURNER.
[nclosure No. 8.) ’
May 21, 1864—11 a. m.
General LEE :
Small body of cavalry passed since last dispatch.

Colo;z’el.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 21,1864—8 p. m.
Major KErwiIN, Commanding, &c. :

Instead of reporting to these headquarters to-morrow morning as
already directed, the commanding general orders that you remain
until you are further instructed in your present position, and watch
the roads you are now guarding. %ou will send an officer to these
headquarters early to-morrow morning to receive instructions for
your command.

Very respectfully, &c.,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864—1.30 a. m.
(GGeneral WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

GENERAL : Although the cavalry were ordered to start at 11
o’clock, they did not leave camp until 12.30. I have been massing
my troops for an hour about 3 miles out, and am just putting the
head of my column on the road again, as the cavalry is just past.
The cavalry were issuing rations, and many were unsaddled when
the head of my column arrived at the road which leads off from the
Telegraph road.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864—4.30 a. m.
Gteneral WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutani-General, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL : The head of the column has arrived about 1} miles
beyond Guiney’s. The cavalry have seen three or four pickets near
Gruiney’s, who fired their pieces and left.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Magor-General of Volunteers.




Caar. XLVIIL] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 47
HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864—5.30 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

GENERAL : General Torbert senta small detachment of cavalry to
hold the Guiney Bridge from Spotsylvania. The detachment was
too small for the purpose and our cavalry was driven back. I have
directed each division commander to hold tho road until all the trains
are passed, and I have ordered General Torbert to send an adequate
force for the purpose; but I will notify you, in case of any trains
passing this way after my troops and trains have passed.

: WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK, .
Commanding Second Corps:

Your dispatch of 4.30 a. m. has been received. I am instructed
to inform you that everything is qluiet here just now. The enemy
is still in force in front of General Warren, although there are in- -
dications that he made a considerable movement to his right last
night. General Warren’s corps will move at 10 a. m. and proceed
down the Telegraph road to open communication with you. Gen-
eral headquarters for the present will be near the Fifch Corps, on the
Telegr%ph road.

ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I am within 1 mile of Bowling Green. I hear our cav-
alry firing some small-arms, occasionally artillery ; I suppose at Mil-
ford. The negroes all along the road in this vicinity give the same
report, that General Hoke arrived at Milford yesterday with from
1{).00{) to 13,000 men (re-enforcements for Lee), and they went across
the river.

I send you a paper of the 19th, by which it seems our movement to
the right was conjectured. A signal station at Guiney's or opposite
has been signaling our movements since daylight. The negroes also
say we were expected, and that some artillery was placed in position
at Milford.

Y our obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Muajor-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoroMmac,
May 21, 1864—9.45 a. m. (Received 3 p. m.)
Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps: ,
The major-general commanding directs that you hold Guiney’s
Bridge until the arrival of the head of General Warren’s column.
He moves at 10 o’clock, and the head of his column may be there by

2 or 3 o’clock this afternoon. )
A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Magjor-General and Chief of Staff.

HpQRrs. CAVALRY, ARMY OF THE POoTOMAC,
May 21, 1864.
Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps :

I have the honor to report that I have driven the enemy (all in-
fantry) across the Milford bridge, and am holding the bridge. The
enemy’s infantry are on the opposite side of the river, and I doubt
whether I can drivethem away. Ihave captured 66 prisoners, men,
and 6 officers belonging to the %leventh and Seventh Virginia, Kem-
per’s old brigade.

Very respectfully, yours, &ec.,
: A. T. A. TORBERT, .
Brigadier-General of Volunleers.

Forwarded to General Meade, 10.30 a. m. Messenger could not
get through.

MAY 21, 1864—9.45 [a. m.].
General HaNcOCK::

General Torbert has driven the enemy across the river and has 42
prisoners. It seems that a part of Pickett’s division passed up yes-
terday, and a few of them were left here to hold the crossing. All
the prisoners belong to the Eleventh Virginia Infantry except one.
I do not think that more than 2,500 men passed up yesterday. The
general will see whether it is practicable for him to cross the river.
If not, I will have an examination made as to the best place for a

bridge.
’ C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

There was no cavalry here ech:&pt. some irregular cavalry, say 100,
in and about Bowling Grreen and Milford. One prisoner says Pickett’s
division has been broken up and part given to Hoke.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Milford, May 21, 1864—12 m.
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
GRNERAL: Barlow’s division is across the Mattapony. I have
directed him to get a good position about a mile out. General
Gibbon follows immediately.” The skirmishers (infantry) driven
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over the river by Torbert left their tools in a rifle-pit near the bridge
at which they were working. I do not anticipate any serious
obstacle, at least until our troops get in position. T send a news-

paper of the 20th.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,

May 21, 1864—2.30 p. m.
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adyulant-General, Army of the Potomac :

GENERAL : The bridge over the Mattapony was preserved by our
cavalry, although a guod many planks were taken up. The bridge,
however, has been repaired. The march has been very trying upon
the troops, up all night, and to-day, very hot. Torbert sent cavalry
to Burke’s and to Bethel Church. I have sent out cavalry to con-
nect with them, watching the road ﬁ)assin in my front. All my
troops except Birney are on the other side, and he will be there
shortly. I shall pass over everything and leave Torbert to guard
the rear. If the enemy passes in my front within sight, I shall

attack him.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Coates’ House, neor M:ilford, May 21, 1864—6.15 p. m.
(Received 4 a. m. 22d.)
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : As one of my couriers has been captured to-day, and
several others with dispatches have been turned back, and as the
parties sent from here report seeing your orderlies fired on when
coming this way, I have directed General Torbert to send a force of
cavalry to open communication, and send herewith a brief sketch of
the dispatches that have failed to reach you.

At 9.45 General Torbert reported that he had driven the enem
across the Mattapony at Milford. This force consisted of the Seventh
and Eleventh Virginia Regiments, Kemper’s old brigade, of Pickett's
division, which had just come up (say last evening) from Plymouth,
N. C., and Fort Darling. About 100 of them were on the left bank
in rifle-pits; of these, 67 privates are captured and 7 commissioned
officers.

Qeneral Torbert did not feel justified in attemgtin% a crossing
with cavalry, as the south side is densely wooded. The infantry
was, therefore, thrown across, and advancing rapidly, gave the enemy
only time to escape from the rifle-pits they were digging, leaving
their intrenching tools. The bridge was saved. Some of the planks
had to be replaced. At 12 m. Barlow’s division was across and Gib-
bon’s was closely following. A pretty good position was at once
secured about 14 miles from the river, and it is being intrenched.
I am now all over the river with my bridge train and wagon train.
One regiment holds the north bank of the river at the bridge. Gen-
eral Torbert sent cavalry in the direction of Burke’s and Bethel

4 B R—VOL XXXV{, PT [J]
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Church. I shall send out a squadron to picket the roads passing in
my front. My headquarters are at the Coates house, near the right
of my line. The march has been a fatiguing one.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Voluniteers.

P. 8.— About 50 cavalrymen attacked my picket-line at 5.12, but
were at once driven away.

{Indorsement.}
General [GRANT] : .

The within just received. The officer bringing it says it is 16
miles to Hancock. I have retained him to send orders back. War-
ren was ordered to hold all he had gotten yesterday and to send
support to his cavalry at the Ta. I have not ordered him to move
till you shall so direct, and indicate the road. If he does move, he
had better have another corps in rear in support.

. GIEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAGC,
May 21, 1864—8 p. m. (Received 4.15 a. m. 22d.)
Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps :

I am directed to say that the last dispatch received from you was
dated 9 a. m. to-day, and to inform you that it has been ascertained
from an intercepted dispatch that at any rate one of your notes to
these headquarters has fallen into the %ands of the enemy. The
commanding general considers that with the cavalry force placed at
your disposal, you should have kept open communication with him
during tge day, and he wishes you to use this cavalry force in keep-
ing up frequent communication with these headquarters, and also
with General Warren, who is now near Guiney’s Bridge. The road
is not safe for small parties. It has been necessary to detach a
squadron of the provost guard at these headquarters to send this
dispatch to you.

I am, very respectfully, &ec.,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864—8.20 p. m. (Received 4 a. m, 22d.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS :

GENERAL : The only incidents occurring since I came here and
took position were a few shells thrown into the heavy artillery on
my left to-night. This may have come from the troops from Pole
Cat Station, as I heard some musketry in that direction, apparently
coming from a line of nervous pickets. I have sent out to investi-

ate it. I am very anxious to hear from you, and have ordered
eneral Torbert to send the mail through without fail.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Mgjor-General,

s
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HpQ@Rs. CaAvALRY, ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 21, 1864, (Received 4 a. m. 22d.)

Major-General HaNcock,
Commanding Second Corps:

I forward to you a negro, who has just come in with 3 others
from Pole Cat Station, 5 miles from here. Hoke's division arrived
there about 12 m. to-day, and said he was going to clean the
party out at Milford Station, supposing it was only cavalry. You
may expect them if they come up on yaur left. T tell him that
after 1you get throu%h questioning him you will let him return to
this place, where he lives. Will you be kind enough to send the
inclosed letter to army headquarters when you send a dispatch.
Everything is quiet here.

Yours, &c.,
A. T. A, TORBERT,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Cavalry.

[Indorsement.}

8 P. M,
This division came from Drewry’s Bluff to-day, the negro states.
Respectfully forwarded.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding.

CIRCULAR. ] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
: May 21, 1864—7.50 p. m.

Some contrabands just brouggt in state that Hoke’s division ar-
rived at 12 o’clock to-day from Drewry’s Bluff and may be expected
on our left, as believing that but a small force was here, they said
they were coming to ‘‘clear out the place.” This is respectfully
communicated for the information of Major-General Birney, Briga-
dier-Greneral Gibbon, and Brigadier-General Tyler. General Birne
will please have a picket-line established from General Tyler’s left
to the river. General Tyler will take such measures by placing his
troops in position as may be necessary to repel any attack of this
sort with certainty.
By order of Major-General Hancock :
WM. R. DRIVER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Coates’ House, May 21, 1864—6.10 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY :

The major-general commanding directs that you leave a regi-
ment of infanfry on the other side of the river to protect the bridge
in case the cavalry should be ordered away or driven in.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: FRANCIS A, WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[Indorsement.]

HpoqQrs. THIRD DI1visiON, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864.

Brigadier-General Mott, Third Brigade, will comply with the
above order and send a regiment at once.
By command of Major-General Birney :
) F. BIRNEY,
Major and Assistant Adjutani-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
. - May 21, 1864—3.30 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :
The following just received :

HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS,
May 21, 1864.

Reveille was beat in our front by the enemy at 1.30. The enemy seems unusually
busy chopping, &c. Picket-line quiet.
. P. T. BANLEY,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Outposts, First Division.
G. K. WARREN.
[Indorsement.]

(Generals Warren and Wright have been ordered to endeavor to

drive in the enemy’s pickets by advancing theirs.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAQ,
May 21, 1864—5.15 &, m.
Major-General WARREN :
The major-general commanding directs that you ush forward
A .

" your pickets, and see if you can drive the enem Fic ots in.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General.

(Same to - eneral Wright.)

May 21, 1864—6 a. m.
General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:
Has any movement of the enemy been observed in your front this

morning ?
H. G. WRIGHT,
Magjor-General.

BEVERLY HOUSE SIGNAL STATION,
May 21, 1864—6 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS :

It is very smoky this a. m. There is no change in enemy’s guns
or troogs in front of Fifth Corps.

ery respectfully,

' GEQO. J. CLARKE,
First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. 8. Army.
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FirtH CORPS,
May 21, 1864—6.30 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS:
Just received following :

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIvVIsION, FIFTH CORPS—6.30 A. M.

General WARREN:
The enemy is in force in my front, his artillery in plain sight, and before I ad-
vance my pickets, 1 desire this fact to be known. A far stronger force than my

picket-line is visible.
CHAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General.
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.
[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 21, 1864—6.30 a. m.
Major-General WARREN: .

The object of advancing your pickets is to ascertain as far as such
an operation will admit, the force and position of the enemy. If
you are satisfied the enemy is in as full force as he was yesterday,
and are positive of this without advancing your pickets, they need
not be advanced, although no objection is seen to their being pushed
out even under the above condition. :

MEADE.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN :
General Warren directs that 1¥om' pickets fire away occasionally
at the enemy’s, and ascertain all they can and report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. 8. MARVIN, Jr,,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMmac,
May 21, 1864—7.30 a. m.
Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that if you are not
attacked before 10 o’clock this morning you withdraw at that hour
and proceed to the Telegr%ph road-at Massaponax Church and follow
that road, crossing the Po at Stanard’s Mill, and take position
on the right bank of the Po. If practicable, you will relieve the

rtion of the Sixth Corps serving with you before withdrawing.

» careful not to pass across or on the edge of the open fields of
Anderson’s farm, as they are in full view of the enemy. Upon
withdrawing, you will direct Major Forsyth to report to General
Wright. At Massaponax Church you will find Lieutenant-Colonel
Pope, with a cavalry detachment, who is directed to report to you.
You will use him 1n establishing and keeping up communication
between vour right and General Burnside’s command. General
Burnside 1is in position on the left of Wright.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOoMAC,
May 21, 1864—7.35 a. m.
Major-General WARREN : .
The cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel Pope will also be used by
{Iou in establishing and keeping up communication with General
ancock, who is ordered to take position on the right bank of the

Po, near Milford Station.
A, A, HUMPHREYS,
. Magor-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864,
(Gteneral WARREN :
Please give the telegraph party at your headquarters timely notice
of your movement that the wire may be taken up. The work, I
suppose, should he begun the moment your troops commence the

movement.
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864.
General WARREN : :
An hour and a half will be the least time in which the line
between here and your headquarters can be taken up.
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

FirrR CoRPS,
May 21, 1864—8.25 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS :
‘What time would you like to have my picket-line withdrawn ?
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864—8.30 a. m.
Major-General WARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps:

You can withdraw your pickets as soon as your column is well
under way. Wright is notified that you withdraw at 10 o’clock. If
i'ou can let me know about what hour your pickets will be withdrawn,

will notify General Wright so that he can arrange accordingly.

A. AL HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Firra Corps,
May 21, 1864—8.35 a. m.
General HUMPHRREYS:
Can be able to withdraw my pickets at 11 o’clock.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1564—9.30 a. m,
General WARREN:

W hat road do you intend to withdraw by ? The ford over the Ny
near the Anderson house is very bad—almost impassable from holes,
If you move in that direction you had better keep down until you
reach the roads and bridges made by Wright from the Myers house,

A. i HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Indorsement.]

General HUMPHREYS :
I have made crossing places myself. I expect to keep between
the Ny and the Anderson house—out of sight. I shall begin
romptly at 10 a. m., if General Russell gets out of my way. 1 re-
iev him at once on receipt of your order this morning. No
demonstration by the enemy yet.
G. K. WARREN,

Mujor-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC,
. May 21, 1864—9.45 a. m.
General W ARREN:
The major-general commanding directs that instead of the route
indicated to you, you will proceed to Guiney's Bridge by way of
Massaponax Church and Guiney’s Station, instead of taking the
Telegraph road from Massaponax Church. Report your arrival
there and what you meet. The bridge is now held by the enemy,

supposed to be cavalry.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General.

May 21, 1864—10 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS :

General Russell got his orders one hour and forty minutes ago
and yet he has not begun to pass. As his road crosses mine I have
to wait for him. Iam all ready to move. ’

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864—10 a. m.
Major-General WARREN :
The cavalry assigned to you, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel
Pope, is at Massaponax Church. If you do not go to that place, you
wi lease send an officer to Colonel Pope with your instructions

for the cavalry.
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, -
May 21, 1864.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following corrected re-
Eort of prisoners taken on the 19th instant. Heavy artillery brigade,
‘olonel Kitching commanding, 70, sent direct to headquarters Army
of the Potomac; Third Brigade, Second Division, Colonel Bower-
man commandinﬁ, 34, sent to headquarters Army of the Potomac ;
Third Division, Brigadier-General Crawford commanding, 12, sent
to headquarters Army of the Potomac May 20, 1864 ; total, 116.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 21, 1864—4 p. m.

Major-General WARREN :

The major-general commanding directs that you send your cavalry
to seize the bridge across the Ta, and a portion of them to picket at
Downer’s Bridge. He directs that you move out beyond Catlett’s,
taking the left-hand road from that place, and send forward a force
in advance to hold the crossing of Ta River. The crossing referred
to is that which leads to Madison’s Ordinary. General Burnside is
ordered to advance and take possession of tﬁe crossing of the Ta at

Thornburg. % A HUNPHRETES
Major-Ge;zen.d and Chief of S‘taﬁ’.

Wright follows Burnside.
A. A H.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864—5.15 p. m.
Major-General W ARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps :

The major-general commanding directs you to have a brigade this
side of the bridge to protect these headquarters, which are estab-
lished at the point where the road branches to cross Guiney’s Bridge.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

\\:‘

May 21, 1864—6 p. m. £
Major-General HUMPHREYS : - f
I have directed Major Mitchell to stop the Maryland Brigade /’
which follows my wagon train, and protect your camp. I have told x

the cavalry officer to push out to seize the crossing of the Ta River,’
and will send a brigade aiter it at once. I do not understagui

S S——
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whether you intend me to move my whole command across the Ta
River or stop to-night in front of Catlett's. I will have time to get
an answer from you before I can get my troops in hand on this side.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 21, 1864—6.15 p. m.
Major-General WARREN, Comdg. Fifth Corps:

Your dispatch received. It was not intended that you should
move your whole command across the Ta River, but that you should
move 1t beyond Catlett's on the left-hand road, and send a sufficient
force across the Ta at the bridge to hold it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

: Mavy 21, 1864,
CoMMANDING OFFICER FirTH CORPS:

Let us have anything that transpires. Michler was sent on road
from Catlett’s to blacksmith shop on Telegraph road crossing the

Po ; not heard from yet.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864—8 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

I have sent General Griffin, who is just arriving, to camp on the
road you designated to the Ta River about one-third of a mile be-
yond the forks of the road. General Crawford holds out on the
right fork 14 miles, and near him are the vedettes of the enemy’s
cavalry. I sent my escort out till they ran against them. I sent
some cavalry to picket the bridge below, and the rest, followed by
Kitching’s brigade, I have sent to the crossing of the Ta, about 2%
miles from here. I have not yet heard the result. Major Roebling
is with the party. I saw Mrs. Schooler, whose husband is a captain
in Lee’s army, and she was utterly surprised at our appearance here.
General Crawford sends me the following: ‘“ From information 1
have received, the enemy are intrenched at Stanard’s Mill on the
road turning to the right at the Mud Tavern, about 3 miles from
here.” I will send you word again as soon as 1 hear from Kitching.
I shall not be able to communicate with General Burnside to-night.

Respectfully, G. K. WARREN
o Major-(}en}ral.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DETACHMENT,
Whipple’s Store, May 21, 1864—9 p. m.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, FIFTH ARMY CORPS :
SIr : I have the honor to report that, with my command, I crossed
the Ta without opposition, and moved to Whipple’s Store. Thence
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sent a squadron to Downer's Bridge, picketing thence to the infantry
left. I also have pickets to the right of this place for 14 miles, and
am camped with reserve on the south side of the Ta near the road.
I desire also to represent that my command is out of forage and ra-
tions. Isent for both this a. m., but the commissary reports that
the trains of Cavalry Corps moved this a. m. to Bowling Green, and,
therefore, he was not able to get from them the supplies 1 expected.
Very respectfully, yours, &ec.,
E. M. POPE,

Lieutenant-Colonel Eighth New York Cavalry.

HEeADQUARTERS F1FTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS :

Major Roebling has just returned. Colonel Kitchin% has gained
the high bank beyond the Ta. His command nearly all gave outon
the march, so that he reached there with about 500 men. Our cav-
alry preceded him and met with no opposition to speak of.. How
much force must I send to re-enforce Elm? Will it be safe for the
rest of the army for me to send Cutler’s division? Asyou know the
relations of all parts of the army it is probably a question for you to
decide rather than me. After you cross the Ta there is a low, open
bottom extending 2 miles up the stream, 1 mile wide, then you ascend
a gentle slope that is covered with oak wood, then from the summit
is an open level country. At the summit is Madison’s Store, which is
14 miles from Nancy Wright’s, and here Kitching and the cavalry
are, 5 miles from the Guiney Bridge. I believe the bridge over the
Ta is called Hamilton’s Bridge. 1t is a rickety truss bridge unfit for
artillery, but the ford is good and the stream 1s about the size of the
Ny at our last camp. . .
Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

P. S.—Pope’s cavalry went out to Nancy Wright’s and then came
back to Madison’s. M}l"S. Washintgton, who sent the note I forwarded
to you, lives about a mile south of Guiney’s Bridge. 1Ihave sent the
colored man up.

May 21, 1864—10.30 p. m.
CoMMANDING OFFICER Fi1FTH CORPS:

Your dispatch by Captain Cadwalader received. Under the pres-
ent circumstances Cutler’s division had better remain where it 1s.

11.15 P. M.

P. 8.—The commanding general directs that you send your trains
back across the Mattapony to Guiney’s Station at once, or that vicin-
ity. The information we have is to the effect that Burnside and

right cannot unite with you by way of Stanard’s Mill, and they
will have to he brought round. Therefore withdraw Kitching, leav-
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ing the cavalry at the bridge and take up as strong a position as you
can find, with your whole force in the vicinity of Catlett’s, with-
drawing Crawford as far back as necessary for that purpose, but

leaving some mounted men or infantry where he is.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERS F1rTH ArMY CORPS,
May 21, 18G4,
The command will be prepared to move to-morrow by 4 a. m., the
object being to take upat that time a defensive position in this vicin-
ity to receive an attack of the enemy should he advance in thisdirec-
tion. Further instructions will be sent at the time as regards the
osition to be taken. This is rendered necessary by difficulties hav-
;qg been met by General Burnside in getting to the position assigned
him,

By command of Major-General Warren :
~ A. S. MARYVIN, Jr,,

Assistant Adjutant-General,

Hpgrs. THIRD Di1visioN, FirrH CORPS,
Saturday, May 21, 1864,
[General WARREN :]
GENERAL: From the information I have received the enemy are
intrenched at Stanard’s Mill, on the road turning to the right at the
Mud Tavern, about 3 miles from here.

Very respectfully,
S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

SATURDAY, May 21, 1864—5 p. m,
[General WARREN :]
- QENERAL: 1 have the ridge ; do you wish me to go farther ?

Respectfully, S. W. CRAWFORD
C B«rigadz'er-Gen’eral.

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
) May 21, 1864,
Captain Woop, )
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 1st Brig., 4th Div., 5{h Army Corps:
CAPTaIN: The flag of the Fiftieth Virginia was captured in the
first day’s battle b;gPrivate John N, OFG , of G Company, Seventh
Indiana. I regret that it has not been forwarded before this, but it
was sent to the rear and only brought up this morning.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. C. BANTA,
Leeutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment.
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HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE HEAVY ARTILLERY,
Madison’s, May 21, 1864—9 p. m.
[General WARREN :]
GENERAL: I have ‘the honor to report that I have reached this
blace with my command, and have taken up my position as below.
i\Iy force is quite insufficient to hold the position against a deter-
mined attack, as this country is entirely open. Iam throwing-upl a
rail barricade (having no tools), and will hold on as long as possible.
I would ask, general, that when it can be done with propriety, my
command be allowed some time to rest, as we have been doing
})icket duty so constantly that officers and men are completely ex-
wausted. If I can find any cattle here I will appropriate them as
you suggest.
Respectfully,
J. HOWARD KITCHING.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864. (Received 5.30 a. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS :

At 2 a. m. the rebel bugles in front of the Third Division were
blown. At 3 their drums beat and they began moving toward their
right, apparently moving artillery, wagons, and cattle. The sound
of the movement passed first along the line from their left toward
the right, and then appeared to be toward their rear. They were
chopping during the night in front of our extreme left. This is the
report of the officer in charge of the Third Division pickets. He
says he would have reported earlier, but that he did not ascertain
the facts definitely for some time, as the sounds were a good deal

confused.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Magjor-General.

SixtH Corps, May 21, 1864—7.10 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS :

The general officer of the day reports that since sending report this
morning he had discovered that the rebel picket-line in front of
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Third Division is protected by works of such heights that they have
shelter-tents behind them almost concealed, and they have as strong
a line in men as I have. About 400 yards in rear of them are some
works with two embankments that look as if intended for guns.
Between their Sicket-line and these works is a perfectly clear field.
I have suspended the advance until the relieving of the pickets,
which is now commencing, is completed.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

- HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. May 21, 1864—7.30 a. m.
Major-General WriaHT, Commanding Suxth Corps :
Major-General Warren is directed to withdraw at 10 o’clock, if not
attacked before that time. If practicable he will return to you the
portion of your corps serving with him before he withdraws. He
will direct Major Forsyth, commanding cavalry detachment, picket-
ing on our right, to report to you. Upon the withdrawal of General
arren you will occupy the line selected yesterday.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

SixTtH CORPS,
May 21, 1864—7.45 a. m.
Major-General HUMPBREYS, Chief of Staff:

I shall be ready to occupy my new line on the withdrawal of Gen-
eral Warren. I have maSG no arrangements for occupying position
at Anderson’s house, understanding from the major-general com-
manding that it was not important to hold it. Is this right ? If
desired, I could occupy it with a couple of brigades and a battery,
but doubt the propriety of doing so.

H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 21, 1864—8.10 a. m.

Major-General WRigHT, Comdg. Sixth Army Corps :

Your dispatch of 7.45 a. m. received. The commanding general
directs that you use your own judgment in relation to occupying the

Anderson house.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mnjor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS S1xTH CORPS,
May 21, 1864.—8.10 a. m.
Major-General HuMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:

If you can spare an engineer officer to remain with me, I shall be
glad to have him. Lieutenant Benyaurd, who has been with me all
night, but who has gone back to camp, has been of great service.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Magor-General, Commanding.
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Mavy 21, 1864.
Major-General WRIGHT :
Lieutenant Benyaurd is ordered to join you.
. A. A HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864—8.25 a. m.
Major-General WRIGHT :

The major-general commanding directs me to say that you will

robably move to-night and follow Hancock’s route via Massaponax

hurch, Guiney’s Station, and Bowling Green to Milford Station

and over the Ma,tta.iony. General Burnside would move at the same

time a8 yourself, taking the route between the Ny and the Po, cross-
ing the latter at Stanard’s Mill, following Warren.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

SixTH CORPS,
May 21, 1864—8.25 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

Can you tell me about how many cavalry in Major Forsyth’s

command ?
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
May 21, 1864.
Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps: '
The cavalry detachment consists of 450 men. They can only be
used for pickets, vedettes, and scouts. :
A, A. HUMPHREYS,
Muajor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 21, 1864—9 a. m.
Major-General WRIGHT, .
Commanding Sixth Corps:
General Warren reports that he will be able to withdraw his pickets

at 11 o’¢lock.
, A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoroMac,
May 21, 1864—8.30 p. m.
Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:
No dispatches have been received from you since the movement
of to-day commenced. The commanding general desires that you
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will report by Captain Bates the condition of affairs with yourself,
as also with General Burnside. A detachment of cavalry 18 watch-
ing the roads from the vicinity of Massaponax Church to Hamilton's
Crossing. The commanding general wishes you to keep up frequent
communication with these headquarters. C{;ptain Bates will indi-
cate to you the localiti' of headquarters. )
ery respectfully, &ec.,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

ORDERS. ] HpQrs. First DivisioN, SIXxTH CoRPS,

May 21, 1864.
This division will move this afternoon, following the Second Divis-
ion, in the following order: First Brigade, Third Brigade, Second
Brigade, Fourth Brigade. The infantry will give the road as much
as possible to the artillery and trains moving on the right of the road.

y command of Brigadier-General Russell :
HENRY R. DALTON,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
: May 21, 1864—7 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Ninth Army Corps:

The Thirteenth Pennsylvania and Fifth New York Cavalry, under
Colonel Hammond, are now on your left. I know nothing of Cap-
tain Pike’s company, no orders having been given it from theso
headquarters.

U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
) , May 21, 1864—7 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE:

I will order the'tools to meet us at our next camp. There were
enough at Fredericksburg and Belle Plain, but all our trains move
to-day to Guiney’s Station. I have not seen Captain Morris lately,
though I have made every effort.

RUFUS INGALLS,

Brigadier-General and Chief Quartermaster.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864.
General RAWLINS, Chief of Staff:
Have you any news that you can communicate this morning from
Sheridan or other armies ?
~A. E. BURNSIDE,

Maogjor-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
* May 21, 1864.
Major-General BURNSIDE :

No news except that Sheridan is on his way back. Last heard

from at Baltimpre Store.
JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864—8 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE :
Major-Gieneral Meade has directed that the telegraph line leading
to your headquarters be taken up at 9 a. m. The party is now at
your headquarters for the purpose. Please give the necessary in-

structions,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 21, 1864—8.25 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Ninth Army Corps:

If General Warren’s movement is successful, your corps and
Wright’s will move to-night, the latter following Hancock, and you
following Warren on the Telegraph road. The action of tixq enemy
may change or modify this. You want to keep as close to the enemy
as possible, and report any movement of his you may observe. At
10 a. m. my headquarters will be removed to Massaponax Church.

U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,

May 21, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE, :
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

The route to be taken by Warren has been changed from the Tel-
egraph road. He will move by Massaponax Church to Guiney’s
Bridge. Your route has not been changed. It will be, when or-
dered, the Telegra}ﬁl road by Stanard’s Mill, unless otherwise di-
rected. Wright will follow you.

U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-Qeneral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Massaponax Church, May 21, 1864.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps :
GENERAL: You may move as soon as practicable upon the receipt
of this order, taking the direct ridge road to where it intersects the
Telegraph road, thence by the latter road to Thornburg Cross-Roads.
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If the enemy occupy the crossing of the Po in such force as to pre-
vent you using it, then you will hold the north side at Stanard’s
Mill until your whole column is passed, and move to Guiney’s
Bridge. General Wright will follow you and will cover the cross-
ing of the Po for his own corps. At Guiney’s Bridge you will re-
ceive further directions if you are forced to take that road. If suc-
cessful in crossing at Stanard’s, your march will end at Thornburg.
U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARfERS NintH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864—7 a. m.
Major-General CRITTENDEN,
Commanding First Division:

GENERAL : The general commanding directs that you detail a
party of 500 men to report to Major Morton at these headquarters as
soon as possible. They will bring with them their intrenching tools.
A proper guard for this working party will be furnished by General
Potter. ou will please have them report at the earliest possible
moment.

By command of Major-General Burnside :

D. R. LARNED,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS FIRST Di1visioN PICKET-LINE,
May 21, 1864.
Lieut. C. J. MiLLs, .
A. A. A. G., First Division, Ninth Army Corps:

Sir : I have the honor to report that I have advanced the picket-
line according to orders. The picket-line on the left of this divis-
ion I did not move as it did form an acute angle with the line of
the Fifth Corps. The right is advanced about 80 rods, and is within
25 rods of the enemy’s pickets, which are strongly posted on a ridge,
which runs through an open field directly in our front. The enemy's
rifle-pits are very strong and cannot be taken, in my opinion, by the
skirmish line. I have lost several men in making the advance.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
H. H. RICHARDSON,
Maj. 21st Mass. Vols., Div. Officer of Day, 1st Div., 9th A. C.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Near Spotsylvania Court-House, May 21, 1864—8.30 a. m.
Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps:

Since the writing of instructions to you last evening, the whole of
our supplg trains have been ordered forward from Fredericksburg to
Guiney'’s Station. Immediately upon the rear of these trains passing
your lines, you will follow them with {our command, and take up
such position at Guiney’s Station as fo best protect and cover them
from the enemy at that point.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant :

JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.
5 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT 1II
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HEADQUARTERS CAvALRY CORPS,
White House, May 21, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division :

My DrAR GENERAL : Three transports and two gun-boats arrived
at West Point last night. 1 have sent for them to come here this
morning. As soon as they get here I will supply Merritt’s division,
and send it to Old Church, and let you come back to get dyour su
R}ies. As soon as I hear from Custer you can go to Old Church.

he gun-boats do not like to come up the Pamunkey on account of
torpedoes, but I still hope to get them up. If they do not come, we
will be obliged to go to West Point to get supplies. Forsyth in-
formed me that he notified you that we moved to White House this

morning.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HpqQrs. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
White House, Va., May 21, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General GREG4,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division:

GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs that you with-
draw your command, also General Wilson’s division, to this place in
order to obtain forage and rations. The general has heard nothing
from General Custer and desires to know if you have any tidings of
him. If so, please send in word as soon as possible.

E.) B. PARSONS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpQrs. SECOND DivisioN, CAVALRY CoORPS,

May 21, 1864.
Brig. Gen. J. H. WILSON,
Commanding Third Division, Cavalry Corps:

GENERAL : Brigadier-General Gregg, commanding cavalry force
near Cold Harbor, directs that you move your division from its
present position to White House, starting at 3 a. m. to-morrow.
Arrived at White House, you will report to major-general com-
manding Cavalry Corps. The Second Division will march at 4 a. m.
to-morrow. Rations and forage will be supplied the divisions at the
‘White House.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,
Caplain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Camp at Belle Plain, May 21, 1864.
Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt at 10 a. m. to-day of
your dispatch of 9.30 last evening, and every possible preparation
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for contingent movements will be made accordingly. The roads are
now essentially in very good condition between this and Fredericks-
burg, and I expect to withdraw the command from them to-morrow,
except one large company for the care of the bridges and the repairs
of the roads. The bridge received from Washington on the 19th
for that place was sent over as early as it was possible to procure
transporfgtion from the quartermaster’s department, the last half
of the animals only being supplied at 4 a. m. to-day. I ordered the
bridge to be laid (to re %&ce the pontoons from the front) this fore-
noon, and I doubt not that it was so laid.

In the anticipation that ibly all animals may be otherwise
needed, I have also directed the officer there in case that his bridges
move by water, to raft them with the trucks on the rafts ready for
towing, and to comply with calls of the milita.{‘¥1 governor of KFred-
ericksburg, or other suyerior officer there. e large amount of
bridge material here will be got ready for moving as far as circum-
stances will permit. Certain circumstances cause me to deem it
proper to inform the commanding general that when I received the
orders from the Adjutant-General of the Army to repair here with
my brigade, though I immediately applied to the Quartermaster’s
Department for transportation, it was not furnished for twenty-
two hours after, when some four to five hours were used by them to
load the wagons and animals, yet we arrived here and had a wharf
nearly built within forty-two hours after the first receipt of the or-
der ; but had that transportation been furnished within even sixteen
hours, even after it was applied for, we should have been at work
here in twenty-four hours after.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General,

BELLE PLAIN, May 21, 1864—8 p. m.
(Received 8.20 p. m.)

WAR DEPARTMENT :

Three hundred infantry and about 200 cavalry went forward
to-day, guarding trains. About 1,200 infantry (Brigadier-General
Lockwood’s command), just debarked, will be sent on. Four hun-
dred and eighty-nine enlisted men and 8 officers rebel prisoners,
received. Officers go to Washington, men to Point Lookout, to-mor-

TOW.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

May 21, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff :

Telegram of %fy 20 received about 2 a. m. this date. Troopscom-
ing to you guarding trains en route.
groyons 8 J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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May 21, 1864—8 p. m.
Colonel HOoFFMAN,
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C. :
Colonel Cesnola, commanding dismounted cavalry guarding pris-
oners, reports having received 489 enlisted men, 8 officers, rebels.

The officers go to Washington to-morrow under guard,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

FREDERICKSBURG, May 21, 1864,

: (Received 4.10 a. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War:

I have the honor to inform you that 63 citizens of this place, 14 of
whom are accused of having been engaged in sending our wounded
soldiers to Richmond, were sent under guard to Washington at 6
o’clock this morning. A list of their names is with the officer com-
manding the guard. Nothing has yet been seen of Mayor Slaughter.

ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SAINT MARY’S DISTRICT,
Point Lookout, Md., May 21, 1864.
Commodore PARKER, Saint Mary's, Md. :

I have sent a sergeant with 22 men to Pinei' Point, and a lieuten-
ant to consult with you about Blackiston’s Island. The cavalry de-
tachment cannot be spared from Leonardtown.

" A. G. DRAPER,
Colonel Thirty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops, Comdy.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 21, 1864—6.30 p. m.

(Received 2.45 a. m. 22d.)

Hon. HENRY WILSON,
Chairman Military Commitlee:
Please send me what 1s the precise state of General Gillmore’s

name before the Senate, if not inconsistent with the public service.
Have you received a letter from me, under date of May 7? Please

answer by telegraph.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

WASHINGTON, May 21, 1864,
Brig. Gen. M. C. ME1as and
Brig. Gen. J. G. BARNARD,
Present:

GENERALS : Lisutenant-General Grant directs that you immedi-

ately proceed to army on James River, examine the position which
it occupies and means of defense. You will report on the supplies
and whether gun-boats can be spared for the Rappahannock and
York Rivers. General Grant wishes particularly to know what is
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being done there, and what, in your judgment, it is advisable to do.
This of course involves an estimate of the enemy’s force and
defenses, the condition of our army, whether active operations on
our part are advisable, or whether 1t should limit itself to its defen-
sive position, and, if so, what troops can be spared from that
department to re-enforce the Army of the Potomac. You will
report by telegraph the result of your observations, as directed in
the telegram of é)eneral Grant. If troops can be spared from the
James River the number will be telegraphed to the War Department
for the proper orders, and the Quartermaster-General will prepare
the transportation to Belle Plain or Port Royal, as may be directed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: ' H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

GILLMORE'S, May 21, 1864,
Major-General BUTLER :

I will report the number of engineer tools as soon as I get reports
from the officer in charge of them. General Walker is not dead,
but doing well, and can be moved very well.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Hatcher’'s, Va., May 21, 1864,
(Received 1.40 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER,

Comdyg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina:
. GENERAL : What shall bedone with Confederate General Walker?
He is in a good condition for removal to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-Generdl, Commanding.

(ILLMORE’S,
May 21, 1864. (Received 2.05 p. m.)
General BUTLER:

As the woods are now being cut in the ravine on my right, T would
recommend not to build the parapet for the 30-pounders until we
ascertain the best position forit. The slashing may open out our
view considerably. I asked this morning for ten or twelve 8-inch

siege mortars for my lines.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

GILLMORE’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER:
I believe my arrangements to prevent surprise are sufficient. I

m going to the front at 3.30 o’clock myself.
am gomng Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864—4.30 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :

GENERAL : The commanding general directs that you place a
picket reserve of about 60 men in front of the west face of the new
redoubt, in front of Ames’ left. The officer commanding this picket
reserve will throw some of his men into the woods in advance and
communicate with Captain Pride, First Connecticut Heavy Artil-
lery, commanding the garrison of the redoubt ; also, that you will
direct your engineers to complete astrong abatis around that redoubt
at once, continuing the work all night until completed.

Very respectfully,
G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Trenches, May 21, 1864—9 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :

GENERAL : I have the honor to report that I have inspected the
advance battery in front of General Ames’ position, and find that it
will be essentially completed, abatis and all, 1n about an hour. They
have but 50 rounds of ammunition to each gun. I find General
Ames relieved from work in the trenches, and have made requisition
on General Turner for 600 men. ‘

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
EDWARD W. SERRELL,
Colonel of Engineers, New York Volunieers.

On the right, 480 at work.

HeaDQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864—9.06 p. m.
Colonel SHAFFER :

General Ames reports troops massing in the wood in front of the
right of his picket-line. I have ordered him to strengthen his
pickets there.

Very respectfully,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
. Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
- May 21, 1864—9.12 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER,
Commanding Department :

GENERAL : If the enemy make an assault on our works it will be
in Ames’ front, and I Wou¥d respectfully suggest that a reserve force
from the extreme left of the line be moved to Ames’ support every
mornix‘lf at 3.30, to return to their own position after sunrise.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General,
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GILLMORE'S,
May 21, 1864,
Major-General BUTLER :
A general order from department headquarters of yesterday assigns
General Martindale to the command of the Second Division, Tenth
Army Corps. I presume it is a clerical mistake.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Mwjor-General,

GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
: May 21, 1864—10.05 p. m.
General GILLMORE :
~ Your dis%atch in relation to a force from the Eighteenth Corps is
received. y general order for disposition of forces in case of at-
tack, it is provided that two brigades of Brooks’ division shall be
held in reserve on his ri%ht, which is next to Ames’ left, so that the
contingency you suggest has thus been provided for.
B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864—10.10 p. m
General GILLMORE : -

Has general order in relation to disposition of troops along the
lines been received and complied with? Let General Terry slash at
the ravine in his front all night, so that it may be ready for the gun-
boat firing in the morning. Let him report progress to these head-

quarters.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Magjor-Generdl.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
: In the Freld, Hatcher’s, Va., May 21, 1864.
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER,
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina:
GENERAL : My troops are disposed as nearly in accordance with
the order as the nature of the ground will permit. General Terry
has been directed to continue the slashing, although very little can
be effected at that kind of work at night time in a dark ravine. To-
morrow 1 will open other roads in rear of intrenchments, so as to
post my regiments exactly in compliance with the order.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General, Commanding.

. HEADQUARTERS,
I'n the Field, May 21, 1864—11.20 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER :

The attack was on Ames’ right, but his pickets have not been

driven in.
Q. A. GILLMORE. _
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SPECIAL ()RDERS,} HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 16, In the Field, near Hatcher’s, Va., May 21, 1864.

1. The following changes are hereby ordered in the organization
of the divisions named. Battery M, First U. 8. Artillery, trans-
ferred from the First to the Third Division. Light Company E,
%l_m"d' U. 8. Artillery, transferred from the Third to the First

ivision.

* ' * * * * * *

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore :
ED, W. SMITH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864—10.25 &. m.

Generals TERRY, TURNER, and KAUTZ :

The enemy have made an attack on Hinks, on other side of Appo-
mattox ; it may be only a diversion. We may be attacked. eep
your troops well in hand and assume command of all artillery within
the limits of your line. The First Regiment Connecticut Artillery
are available for serving their guns and manning parapets as in-

fantry.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-Qeneral,

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Hatcher’s, Va., May 21, 1864—10 p. m.

Brig. Gen. JOEN W. TURNER,
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL: Have your command under arms at 3.30 a. m. to-mor-
row, the 22d instant, and march them to the field in rear of General
Ames’ position.

By command of Major-General Gillmore:

ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Cept., 47th New York Vols., and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Hpgrs. SECOND DivisioN, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 21, 1864.
Col. W, B. BARTON,
Commanding Second Brigade:

CoLONEL : You will have your command under arms at 3.30 a. m.
to-morrow and march to the front, taking position in the field in rear
of GGeneral Ames’ division. )

By order of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner :

P. A. DAVIS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HpQrs. THIrRD DivisioN, TENTH ARMY CORPS, .
Near Wuare Bottom Church, Va., May 21, 1864.
Lieut. Col. E. W. SuirtH,
o Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral, Tenth Army Corps:
CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following extract from
a communication just received from the division officer of the picket-
line of my command: “I find the enemy are concentrating on the
right of my line and left of General Terry’s, under cover of the
timber.” :
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. AMES,
Brigadier-General.

[Indorsement.}

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
. In the Field, May 21, 1864.
General TERRY:
The major-general commanding directs unless very strong already
you strengthen the left of your picket-line.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Capt., 47th New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Hatcher’s, Va., May 21, 1864.
Brig. Gen. A. AMEs,
Commanding Third Division, Tenth Corps:

GENERAL: The following orders have been received from depart-
ment headquarters, which you will take measures to have carried
into effect immediately.*

By command of Major-General Gillmore:

ED. W. SMITH,
Liewtenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS, May 21, 1864.
Major-General SMITH:

The general orders issued last night, ordering Geeneral Martindale
to duty, should have read “ Eighteenth” instead of ‘‘ Tenth” Army

Corps.
R. 8. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS, May 21, 1864.
Major-General SMITH:
Have you made the dispositions directed in general order as to
troops on the lines, especially as regards the two reserve brigades on
Brooks’ right, Ames’ left, as General Ames reports the massing of

t on his front ?
roops B. F. BUTLER,

Major-General.

*See Butler to Gillmore, 4.30 p. m., p. 0.
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* SMITH’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864.
General BUTLER :
Will send you word the moment the division commanders report
their troops in position.
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General.

GENERAL ORDERS,} HpQrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 21. In the Field, Va., May 21, 1864.

I. The general commanding orders that commanders will in no
wise change their camps to low or marshy ground.

II. During the existence of the order from department headquaxr-
ters requiring troops of this command to be under arms at 3.30 a.
m., a ration of whisky and quinine, or coffee if preferred, will be
issued to them.

By command of Major-Geeneral Smith :

N. BOWEN,
Liewtenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

MAY 21, 1864—8.40 a. m.
Colonel DUNCAN :

You will please have Lieutenant Hanson’s section of the Third
New York Artillery at the wharf ready to embark at 10.30 this a. m.
HINKS,
General.

. May 21, 1864—10 a. m.
Lieutenani WILBER:

Disembark the artillery from the Mattano and embark Lieutenant
Hanson’s section immediately. .
LIVERMORE,

Captain.

May 21, 1864—5 p. m.
Colonel FULLER :

Fort Powhatan is attacked. Can you let me have a steamer to

carry down 600 men immediately ? Answer immediately.
HINKS,
General.

May 21, 1864.
(Received 5.15 p. m.)
General HINKS :
The boat will be sent at once.
FULLER,
Colonel.
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MaAy 21, 1864—5.45 p. m.
(Received 6.15 p. m.)
General BUTLER:

General Wild reports that Fort Powhatan has been attacked. I
shall proceed thither at once with a part of the Fifth Regiment. This
may be a ruse to weaken our force at City Point. Will you send a

n-boat to cover our right flank at City Point on the Appomattox

iver. Colonel Russell, Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry, will be in
command here during my absence.
E. W. HINKS,

Brigadier-General.

Mavy 21, 1864.
(Received 8.45 p. m.)

COMMANDING OFFICER, C'i'ty Point, Va. :

Be careful against surprise. If the enemy attacks he will proba't;?
attack at daylight, but at no hour let the command be unprepared.
Be specially careful these foggy mornings. Let the troops under-
stand that if they hold out we can have re-enforcements to them
within a couple of hours ; that will prevent panic. Visit your pick-
ets personally and see that they are doin% their duty.
ENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

ForT POWHATAN, May 21, 1864—9 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER :

All quiet here. No enemy in sight. A few shots from our guns
entirely scattered them. Affairs were much exaggerated by a staff
officer of General Wild. Shall return to City Point as soon as I have
inspected our lines. Colonel Kiddoo is the right man in the right
place, and sufficient for any affair that is likely to occur here.

HINKS,
Brigadier-General.

GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864.
Captain DoODGE, Assistant Quartermaster :

CapraIin : Please send the Winants to Fort Powhatan immedi-
ately. Let the captain report to commanding officer there and bring
back statement of condition of things there.

By order of Major-General Butler :

3 R. O'BRIEN.

Please acknowledge receipt.

BrErMUDA, May 21, 1864.

R. O'BRIEN:
Dispatch to Captain Dodge received. The Grei'lllound has gone
to Fort Powhatan in place of the Winants, which had previously

gone. Mail arrived at 6.30.
C. E. FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster.
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May 21, 1864—7.30 a. m,
Captain DoODGE:

I wish to move my command across the river to Bermuda to-day.
Can you furnish transportation ? If so, send it over at once.
‘ KAUTZ,

General.

Mavy 21, 1864,
(Received 9 a. m.)
General KauTz:

Will send transgportation for your command immediately. Un-
fortunately, I am using the ferry-boats to transport pontoon-boats
and cannot transport your cavalry as rapidly as I could wish.

C. E. FULLER,
Colonel.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
Aiken’s Landing, May 21, 1864—4.30 p. m.
(Via Fort Monroe, 11.30 a. m. 24th.
Received 12.15 p. m.)
Hon. GIpDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy:

No change in the situation. No news from Richmond. The state-
ment by the sFecia.l correspondent of the Tribune, professedly written
from General Butler's headquarters, that General Butler sent his
aide, Major Ludlow, to ask me to co-operate in the attack on Fort
Darling, is entirely untrue. (eneral Butler never gave me any
notice of his intended movement against Fort Darling, and never
asked me for any co-operation against Fort Darling. gl‘o-day Gen-
eral Butler gave me to understand that his attack on Fort Darling

was a feint.
S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral. ‘

NorroLk, May 21, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER: _

I have ordered Kautz's dismounted men and District of Columbia
Cavalry to embark as fast as transportation is furnished. They will
go immediately ; the guns from Ringgold have been sent.

GEO. F. SHEPLEY,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May 21, 1864.
Col. P. J. CLAASSEN,
Commanding Outposts

(Through General Harland):

CoLONEL: The general commanding directs me to say that he
wishes all of the One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Volun-
teers concentrated immediately at the railroad landing at your camp,

N
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ready for transportation by rail. All their camp and garrison equi-
page will be taken. You will send a staff officer to expedite the
movement. As soon as they are ready. you will telegraph to Cap-
tain Holden, acting chief (iuartermaster, who has been ({irected to
send you transportation. If the regiment can get off to-night so
much the better. Let them be moved as promptly as possible.  You
will inform the commanding officer that he 1s to go to Morehead
with his command and report to Colonel Jourdan. The command-
ing general wishes me to say in addition, that you and Colonel Sav-
age must take care of the front for the present ; other troops will be
sent you to re{ﬂa.ce the One hundred and fifty-eighth New York as
soon as possible. You will communicate this to Colonel Savage.
VIe)ry respectfully, your obedient servant,
~J. A, JUDSON,
Assistant Adjudant-General.

GUINEY’S STATION,
May 22, 1864—8.30 a. m. (Received 5.30 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff:

We now occu;l)f' Milford Station and south of the Mattapony on
that line. I will now transfer our depot to Port Royal at once.
Please direct the transfer of everything there.
U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General,

BETHEL CHURCH, Va.,
May 22, 1864—8 p. m. (Received 8 a. m. 23d.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff:

The enemy have evidently fallen behind North Anna. Prisoners
have been captured to-day from Pickett’s division, and there is evi-
dence of other troopshaving been sent from Richmond also. Besides
these, Breckinridge is said to have arrived. The force under Gen-
eral Butler is not detaining 10,000 men in Richmond, and is not
even keeping the roads south of the city cut. Under these circum-
stances I think it advisable to have all of it here except enough to
keep a foothold at Cit{VPoint. If they could all be brought at once
to 'Fappa.ha.nnock or West Point by water, that would be the best
way to bring them. They might march across, but if the enemy
should fall back of the South Anna this might become hazardous.
Send Smith in command, and send neither artillery nor cavalry,
unless it is deemed expedient to march over to West Point, thence up
north side to join this command. I shall be on the Anna to-morrow
or meet the enemy this side. Notify me which way they will be

t.
sen U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,

Washington, May 22, 1864,

Lieutenant-General Grant has given notice that his base of sup-
plie;e:vflrll be immediately changed from Fredericksburg to Port
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Royal. Orders will be given accordingly to remove everything from
Fredericksburg, Belle Plain, and Aquia Creek to Port Royal. Re-
Y{airs of railroad will cease, and all property not required at Port
oyal will be returned to Alexandria. Proper precautions will be
taken to have nothing destroyed and nothing left to be captured b
rebel guerrilla forces. The proper orders will also be given to all
transports of supplies leaving here, and also to all re-enforcements.
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(To E;lgineer, Quartermaster’s, Commissary, Medical, and Rail-
road Departments, and also to General Augur.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMACQ,
. May 22, 1864—7 a. m.
General WILLIAMS:

Direct General Ingalls to move the trains to Bowling Green. No-
tify corps commanders of this fact and that five days’ rations must
be drawn to-night from the supﬁy train. The positions ordered for
the corps to-day are : Second at Milford, Fifth at Harris’ Store, Sixth
in rear of Fifth, Burnside at New Bethel Church, trains at Bowling
Green, headquarters at Bethel Church.

GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

May 22, 1864—8 a. m.
General WILLIAMS :

Notify the chiefs of staff departments that orders have béen given
to return all empty wagons now at Fredericksburg and Belle Plain
loaded, after wgich, so soon as the wounded are removed from
Fredericksbur%, that place and Belle Plain will be abandoned, and
the depot will be established at Port Royal, on the Rapp%}l%lxllgc}éc.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
Camp near New Bethel Church, May 22, 1864.

The CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, oOr
AcCTING CHIEF QUARTERMASTER,
At Corps Headquarters:

The major-general commanding has directed that all of the gen-
eral supply trains of this army be moved to-morrow from Bowling
Green to the vicinity of Milford Station and parked. All empty
wagons present with the troops to-morrow will be sent to Milford
Station to rejoin their respective trains. They will be sent at such
times and by such roads as not to interfere with the marching of the
troops.

By command of Brigadier-General Ingalls, chief quartermaster,
Army of the Potomac:

W. T. HOWELL,

Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

Y ST
LR .-31
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
Camp near Guiney’s Station, May 22, 1864,
Brig. Gen. M. C. Mzias,.
Quartermaster-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.:

I have the honor to inclose copies of the orders just issued by
Generals Grant and Meade in regard to a change of depots, also
copies of my letters to the quartermasters at Belle Plain and Fred-
ericksburg for your information. I have naw earnestly to recom-
mend that means of transportation be sent to Fredericksburg as rap-
idly as possible for the removal of those wounded. The trains of
wagons and ambulances will probably be required on the march to
Port Royal and at that place. They can be sent back to Washington
from that point when you wish. 1 would recommend that work on
the Aquia railroad be suspended forthwith, as the road may be dam-
aged after the abandonment of Fredericksburg.

Very respectfully,
Ty respee y RUFUS INGALLS,
Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTtoMAc,
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
May 22, 1864—11 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL : We have 2 prisoners of war, a second lieutenant and
the forage-master of Rosser’s brigade, taken yesterday evening at
9.08 this side of the Milford Station. The forage-master }g'apparentl y
avery frank fellow) declines to be exchanged, and says: Rosser’s bri-
gade left camp yesterday a. m. between 7 and 8 o’clock, 24 miles
above Spotsylvania Court-House, on road to Shady Grove, with
orders to go to Milford. As they passed in the rear of the infantry
the wagon train of Ewell’s corps was getting ready to move. On
the way, partly on main road to Guineﬁ"s and partly on by-roads,
and from Guiney’s to Bethel Church, thence across Telegraph road
toward Bowling Green 1 mile to a church, thence toward Milford,
and within 2 miles of it, saw no rebel infantry moving. He
stopped at what he thinks was Wright’s Tavern, 2 miles from Mil-
ford. His brigade was there, and he was sent back for his train, our
troops being known to be at Milford, and his colonel saying he
thought it was a raiding party and he would have them whaled out
by the time the wagons came up. On his way back was captured.
Was asked by an old citizen near the tavern how many Yankees he
thought there were at Milford. Said hedidn't know ; perhaps 3,000,
Old citizen then said : If that is all, they will likely be whipped by
the re-enforcements coming to General Lee.

Very respectfully,
GEORGE H. SHARPE.

P. S.—He says Rosser’s brigade is about 800 strong, having lost
300 to 600 men in the Wilderness.  Knows nothing about Wickham’s
strength. but says Young is also here with two regiments of his bri-

gade, very weak.
G. H. SHARPE.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMmac,
May 22, 1864.
General HUMPHREYS :

‘We have news from our scouts at 12 m. to-day between Milford
and the next station beyond, name forgotten. They were going in
the direction of Hanover Junction. The force opposin ancock
iesterda.y was Kemper’s brigade, of Pickett’s division, and the scouts

eard from citizens that the rest of Pickett’s division arrived last
evening at Chesterfield Station. Two thousand men passed through
Milford to General Lee day before yesterday, and we Kave a prisoner
from Forty-third North Carolina, which has been with Hoke in North
Carolina and is now back with three other regiments (Twenty-first
North Carolina, Fifty-seventh North Carolina, and the Twenty-first
Georgia), having left Richmond day before yesterday early, marched
from Milford toward Lee’s army and back again yesterday. This
man says three trains left Richmond with the troops, and ﬂe heard
Ransom’s brigade was on the way, too. Wehave also men in from
the left who report that the country is all clear from Piney Branch
Church to Todd’s Tavern, and, as they heard, to the Court-House,
General Lee having left nothing behind. Only one small squad of
cavalry was seen between Todd’s Tavern and the Court-House, and
that was going south. There were rumors that Mosby was ordered
to follow up our rear.

The inclosed dispatches were taken by Cline at Milford, and give
information of Sheridan and the enemy’s movements on our advance.

Respectfully,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &e.
ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

May 22, 1864.

1. The positions which the several corps are ordered to occupy to-
day are as follows: Second Corps at Milford, Fifth Corps at Harris’
Store, Sixth Corps in rear of Fifth Corps, Ninth Corps at New
Bethel Church, general headquarters at New Bethel Church.

2. The chief quartermaster will at once cause the wagons of the
general supply trains to be moved to Bowling Green, and corps com-
manders will cause five days’ rations to be drawn to-night from their
supply trains.

3. The cavalry now at Massaponax Church, under the command of
Major Kerwin, will, after the Sixth Corps and its trains have passed
that point, move up and take position at Motley’s Cross-Roads and
carefully watch all the roads leading to that point.

By command of Major-General Meade :

: S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1864.
The detachments of cavalry with this army are assigned to duty
for the present as follows: The detachment commanded by Brig-
adier-General Torbert to report to Major-General Ha.ncociz, com-

1
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manding Second Corps, by 5 a. m. to-morrow. The detachment
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Pope to continue with Fifth
Army Corps. The detachment commanded ‘l))&' Major Forsyth to
report by 5a. m. to-morrow to Major-General Wright, commanding
Sixth Corps. The detachment commanded by Major Kerwin to re-
ceive special instructions from these headquarters.
By command of Major-General Meade :
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General,

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 22, 1864—9.15 a. m.
Instructions have been given to return all empty wagons now at
Fredericksburg and Belle Plain loaded ; after which, so soon as the
wounded are removed from Fredericksburg, that place and Belle
Plain will be abandoned, and the depot will be established at Port
Royal, on the Rappahannock.
By. command of Major-General Meade :
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
May 22, 1864—11.30 a. m.
The design of the circular of this morning directing that five
days’ rations be drawn to-night was to provide the troops with
six days’ subsistence to be carried on the person (from to-morrow
morning), and such stores as are only necessary for this purpose
will be drawn. Hereafter until further orders no subsistence stores
will be drawn from the supply trains unless specially directed from
these headquarters.
By command of Major-General Meade :
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 22, 1864—10 p. m.
The following order has been received and is published for the
guidance of all concerned :

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
New Bethel, Va., May 22,1864,
Major-( reneral MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac :

GENERAL : Direct corps commanders to hold their troops in readiness to march at
5 a. m. to-morrow. At that hour each command will send out cavalry and infan-
trv on all roads to their front leading south, and ascertain, if possible, where the
enemy is. If beyond the North Anna, the Fifth and Sixth Corps will march to
the forks of the road where one branch leads to Beaver Dam Station, the other to

Jericho Bridge : then south by roads, reaching the Anna as near to and east of
Fiawking' Creek as they can be found. The Second Corps will move to Chesterfield
Ford. The Ninth Corps will be directed to move at the same time to Jericho Bridge,

6 B R—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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The map only shows two roads for the four corps to march upon, but no doubt by
the use of plantation roads and pressing in guides, others can be found to give one
for cach corps. The troops will follow their respective reconnoitering parties. The
train will be moved at the same time to Milford Station. Headquarters will follow

the Ninth Corps. U. 8. GRANT
" Lieutenant-General.

By command of Major-General Meade :
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 22, 1864—4.15 a. m.
General S. WILLIAMS : »
GENERAL : Your dispatch of 8 p. m. yesterday just received by
Captain Meade. Assoon as I ascertaineg that the road was inter-
fered with I sent a courier with dispatches to you. Previously, dur-
ing the day, a squadron had been sent up to Guiney’s Bridge, and I
supposed that through their efforts the road would be kept clear.
Everything quiet here at this hour. I wrote you in detail lastnight
at 6.10 p. m., and sent it with a command of cavalry, which, I sup-
pose, has reached you, though 1 have not any receipt from it. v
command is all on this side of the river about Coates’ house. I will
direct General Torbert to keep the road to the rear clear.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 22, 1864—17.15 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps :

The major-general commanding has directed General Torbert to
leave 500 cavalry with you, and with the remainder of his force to
move to New Bethel Church, on the road running west from Bow-
ling Green, a mile or two west of the Mattapony.

A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

—_—

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864,
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have communicated with General Warren, and have
had infantry and cavalry near New Bethel Church, the cavalry meet-
ing some of General Burnside’s people. No force of the enemy has
been discovered in the vicinity of my position. Their nearest posi-
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tion south is at the creck beyond Athens, where they have, it is
rted to me, some dismounted cavalry. Most of my cavalry is on
the other side of the river, picketing down the railroad, and on the
roads leading into Bowling Green and Milford. I picket the roads
leading into Athens from Pole Cat Station and below. Captain
Paine has furnished you with complete information, I presume, as
to my position. My trains are on this side of the river, except the
eneraFotrain at Bowling Green. My position here this morning
ﬁad been made very formidable, and we would have been glad to
have received an attack from the whole of Lee's force.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
WINFD 8. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 22, 1864—10.05 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : Our cavalry have gone to New Betliel Church, asIlearn
from Major Kerwin, commanding detachment Thirteenth Penn-
sylvania Cavalry, passing along our front. He thinks there is no
enemy on my front and right within 3 or 4 miles. He captured three
wagon loads of army clot m%, bacon, &c., and destroyed them. At
the railroad bridge, 3 miles below, I sent some cavalry last night,
but they found infantry across the bridge protecting it. The people
down t{ere state that Breckinridge’s troops are at Chesterfield, 7
miles from here. I have a very good position. There is an excel-
lent position for a co on my lpft, which &is] the most dangerous
point I have. General Torbert is pushing the reconnaissances, and
clearing the roads, &c. There was a detachment at Guiney's Bridge
which, 1t seems, had better be sent down here, and when Downer's
Bridge is covered, there is some cavalry there which might be sent
down. If any troops come down on your side of the %Iattupony,
there is a good road from Bowling Green, and a bridge called Burke's
Bridge. send you a sketch* of our position.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunieers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—10.45 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
SIir : A line of battle of the enemy is seen advancing from our out-
; toward Campbell’s Tavern, apparently striking our line about
the left center. eir advance is described on the map.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,

Mcajor-General of Volunteers,

*Not f;)und_.’
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 22, 1864—12.45 p. m. (Received 6.20 p. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral, Army of the Potomac:

(ENERAL: I have seen no more of the enemy reported some time
since. Isend a dispatch received from General Torbert in refer-
ence to reported movements of Hood’s [Hoke’s] division. Some of
the prisoners captured yesterday (from Kemper’s brigade), who
were in Butler’s last fight on Monday, say that they forced him in
between the Appomattox and James Rivers, and built a line of
fortifications completely across, after which they sent a considerable
part of their troops to re-enforce General Lee.

The line of battle reported this morning may have been some
troops marching to Spotsylvania Court-House. I am sending recon-
naissances on each principal road of infantry with skirmishers to
find what is going on. If any troops come down this way, in case of
a fight they should be directed on Campbell’s Tavern bza road lead-
ing from Fredericksburg, and also in the direction of Spotsylvania.
The position at Campbell’s Tavern is a very commanding one, and
if any troops come there I should connect with them, but my line is
not long enough. This %osition at the tavern is a better position for
my right than the one I have, but would throw my right out too
much exposed to roads coming in from ‘Spotsylvania Court-House.
A very intelligent Irishwoman says that yesterday at Chesterfield was
Breckinridge’s division, Corse’s brigade, and Rosser’s cavalry. I
sent some infantry to near New Bethel Church this morning. There
is nothing seen on our right.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

I don’t believe at present that there is any enemy immediately in
my front. except enemy’s vedettes, which we fire at occasionally.

{Inclosure.]

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 22, 1864. (Received 12.20 p. m.)
Major-Geeneral HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

(GENERAL : A negro has just come in, who left Chesterfield Station
last night about dark. e says there were 10,000 or 12,000 troops
there then of Gleneral Hood’s [Hoke’s| division, just come from
Richmond, and that some of them were talking of going to Hanover
Junction. He says there were not many men at Pole Cat Station last
night. The above is about the amount of his information.

Very respectfully, o TR
- A.T. A, :
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

P.S.—Is the information from the cavalry picketing on your right
satisfactory ?
Very respectfully,
A. T. A. TORBERT
Brigadier-General of Volunfeers.
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May 22, 1864— 3.30 p. m,
Major-General HANcocK :

Major-General Burnside's corps is at this place—New Bethel
Church. He is directed to send out his cavalry and open communi-
cation with you, and should you require support you may call upon
him. General Warren will be at Harris' Store with similar orders;
is probably there by this time. Headquarters are near New Bethel
Church. he order to General Torbert to move to this place, leav-
ing 500 men with you, is rescinded. He isdirected to remain where
he is. Wri%érlt is 4 miles in rear of Warren at Madison’s Ordinary

and Nancy Wright’s,
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1864—4 p. m. (Received 5.20 p. m.)
Major-General HANCOCK :

GENERAL : I have received your dispatch of 10.45 a. m. Burnside
ishere at New Bethel Church, within 5 miles of you, and a road
leading down there. I send this dispatch to advise you of this
fact, so that you can call on Burnside if you are pressed.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIPTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :

I send my escort through to communicate with you. Lieutenant
Wheeler will tell you everything. I believe the enemy is all gone
to Hanover Junction. We picked up about 50 stragglers from Ewell
and Longstreet, and had to brush away a small flank force of cav-
alry. .
ki Respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General, Commanding Fifth Army Corps.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 22, 1864—12.30 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :

GexeraL - I strongly suspect that the line of battle, reported by
Captain Butterfield, was General Birney's reconnoitering party.
(_'nfunvl Smyth is pushing his skirmishers out on the Junction road,
and I will hear shortly.

Respectfully,
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-Qeneral.

(Oolonel Smyth has just sent me word there is no enemy in that
position but a few cavalry. His skirmishers are about 2 miles from
the tavern. 1o you wish him to advance any farther, remain where

heis, or return ?
: J. G.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 22, 1564—3.15 p. m.
General HANCOCK :
Colonel Smyth has returned. His troogs are now coming back.
He has had no cavalry whatever with him, but General Birney’s cav-
alry is on the Athens road, and my pickets are well out on the road,

passing by Campbell’s Tavern.
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—7 a. m. (Received 7.15 a. m.)

Major-General BIRNEY :

SIr : The major-general commanding directs me to say that he de-
gires that you will ascertain what is immediately in your front. If
necessary, you can send out a regiment or more with strong skirmish
line on the roads leading out, or at different points in front where
facilities exist for massing troops.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, :
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—9 a. m.
Major-General BIRNEY, Comdg. Third Division:

Sir : The major-general commanding directs me to inform you
that General Torbert has been directed to send about 100 cavalry to
make a reconnaissance along the road leading out of your front, in
connection with any infantry you may desire to send.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HE;\DQUARTERS THIRD DI1VISION,
May 22, 1864—12 m.
[Col. F. A. WALKER ?]

CoLONEL: My scouts and skirmishers on the left have advanced a
mile without finding any enemy.
D. B. BIRNEY,

Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 22, 1864—12.30 p. m.
Major-General BIRNEY,

Comdg. Third Division, Second Corps :

GENERAL: The major-general commanding the corps directs me to
say for your information that there will be a movement of troops
this afternoon (not ours) in the direction of New Bethel Church and
Harris’ Store.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. MITCHELL,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND (CORPS,
May 22, 1864—12.50 p. m,

Major-General BIRNEY,
Comdg. Third Division, Second Corps:

GENERAL : The major-general commanding the corps directs me to
say that you Willfplease keep your cavalry well out on the roads in
your front and left, and instruct them to be very careful not to fire
upon our own troops.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. MITCHELL,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1364—7 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Third Division : _
GENERAL : The major-general commanding has directed me to
inform you that he has received information of the arrivalof Major-
General W arren with his command at Harris’ Store.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. R. DRIVER,

Acting Assistant Adjulant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—9.30 p. m.
Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Third Division:
Sir: The major-general commanding directs me to say that he
will send a company or squadron of cavalry to strengthen your force
icketing the road from Athens to the front and around toward
%Varren’s left, to cover the movement of trains passing by way of
Campbell’s Tavern and Wright’s Store to Warren’s headquarters.
Major Houighton, of my staff, will conduct the cavalry to you, in
an hour or less.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

May 22, 1864—3 a. m.
(Received 4 a. m.)
General HUMPHREYS :

I had just completed my reconnaissance for a defensive line when
vour counter dispatch came.  The position here is so strong that no
;‘n-:m Y l(n(l\ving it would attack. have a force well out toward the
Mud Tavern from which 1T have yet no report, and as a defensive
. hawve ordered a brigade to advance at daylight in that di-

T his will goon and give us definite information. I had
lered Colonel Kitching to withdraw, but have sent word
halt wherever the messenger finds him and ordered a fresh

measure
rection.
already or«¢
for him to
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brigade out to support the cavalry. The cavalry T sent to Downer's
Bridge report the enemy too strong for them, and came back. There
cannot be much there, I think, but I would suggest that a squadron
or so be sent from Guiney’s Station. I have directed a brigade to go
again in daylight. My trains are safe enough this side of the river

anyhow.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,

. May 22, 1864—5.30 a. m.
Maj. Gen. G. K. WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps.

GENERAL : I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dis-
patch of this mornin%.) It is not practicable to send a squadron of
cavalry from here to Downer’s Bridge, as you suggest, as we have no
mounted men available for the purpose. (General Burnside has been
directed to send a brigade to Downer’s Bridge.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

May 22, 1864—6 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac :

I have just returned from the road leading to Nancy Wright’s, on
the Telegraph road, and was at a point half a mile from the Telegraph
road. A rebel wagon train was passing south on the Telegraph road
and had been passing since daylight. Our cavalry under Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Pope are out there, and can capture it, I think, if they
try. General Warren being asleep I send this in my own name.

W. A. ROEBLING,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 22, 1864—6.45 a. m.
Major-General W ARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:
The major-general commanding directs that, as soon as General
‘Wright reports to vou that he is up, you move with your corps

via ﬁa;dison’s Ordinary and Nancy Wright's to Harris’ Store (inter- -

section of road from Milford to Chilesburg and cross-roads adjacent).
You will be followed by Wright, and will take command of both
corps. You will so dispose some of your force as to keep open com-
munication with headquarters at New Bethel Church on the road
from Bowling Green to Nancy Wright's. As soon as you reach
Harris’ Store you will open communication with Hancock at Mil-

ford.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—General Burnside is ordered to move from here at 10 o’clock.

R s et
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HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
: May [227], 1864—7.15 a. m.
Major-General MEADE :

GENERAL : I have asked at one house since Captain Pease came
here, and they say the way to Burke's Shop is by Madison’s Ordi-
nary, then turn to the left about 2 or 3 miles off. But if it is any-
thing like correctly located on the map, we can go in that direction
across the open country in the valley of the Ta River. In my vicin-
ity the branches of the Ta head close to the Po, making a very nar-
row dividing ridge. I have just sent Major Roebling to reconnoiter
in the direction to Burke's Silop.

G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIrTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—8.30 a. m.
Major-General MEADE :

Colonel Bates’ brigade has pushed up the south bank of the Po to
the Telegraph road. Nothing visible there but cavalry. Mr.
Pound says Ewell's and Longstreet’s corps marched down the Tele-
graph road all last night, and are gone south. A wagon train has

een seen and heard at two points, moving south. It was visible
this morning from Madison’s Ordinary. Colonel Bates got there at

8 a m.
®* G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

May 22, 1864—9.30 a. m.
CoMMANDING OFFICER FirTH CORPS :

The major-general commanding directs me to notify you that
General Wright is up to this point, and that you can move forward.
‘Wright’s men have been up all night, and want rest. He will halt
awhile, and then follow you. The major-general commanding sug-
gests that he halt hig corps at Madison’s Ordinary, where he will be
in supporting distance of you, will look toward Spotsylvania Court-
House, and keep open communication with Bowling Green.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

May 22, 1864—9.45 a. m.
General MEADE :

Colonel Bates has sent me word that there is nothin%but some
cavalry watching the vicinity of the Telegraph road. e is on it
about a mile south of Stanard’s Mill. Mr. Richard Pound, livin
there, says the trodps began to move south at 11 a. m. yesterday, an
were passing all night. He says Longstreet and Ewell’s corps went
that way, and that he was expectin ill along the same road. 1
ghall now move on, but am atraid General Wright’s men will be too
tired to keep up. I may have opposition at the crossing of the Mat

River.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.
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Mav 22, IR64—10.20 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS :

Your note by Captain Burke just received. I think your sugges-
tions about General Wright's command are the best arrangement
that could be made. I will have my train precede Genernl Wright,
My command is already moving. 1 will have Colonel Bates' com-
mand withdrawn from his position on the plank road when my col-

umn is all past.
. G. K. WARREN,
] Muajor-General of Volunteers.

P. S.—Major Roebling has just returned from a reconnaissance
toward Burke's Shop, and says there is no passable road direct from
here there. The map is very erroneous. owner's Bridge is twice
as far from Guiney’s a8 represented, and the Ta joins the Po above
this bridge. Burke’s Shop is over a mile south of the Ta. The best
road to Burke’s Shop is by Madison’s Ordinary.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,

MAy 22, 1864—1 p. m.
(General MEADE:

We have reached Littleton Flippo’s, on the Telegraph road, and
struck a rear guard that fired one or two guns.and some musketry,
We have picked u&)‘ stragglers since crossing the Ta from both Ewell
and Longstreet. They began passing here yesterday at 3 p. m., and
the rear of the main ‘pa.rt{'1 an hour after sunrise. f think we shall
have trouble in crossing the Mat. A colql‘ed man who cameo up the
road says Longstreet is resting about 2 miles ahead of where we are.

(. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

May 22, 1864—2 p. m.
CoMMANDING OFFICER FIrTH CORPS:

(General Burnside’s head of column has just reached here followed
by Wright. The cannonading we heard was an attack upon Wright’s
rear upon leaving the old position. The resistance to General Burn-
gide at Stanard’s was slight. The commanding general directs that
you support the cavalry in holding the bridge over the Ta, repair
the road, and be ready to move either by way of Madison’s Ordinary,
or by the Mud Tavern and Thornburg.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DETACHMENT,
May 22, 1864—4.30 p. m.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, FIrTH ARMY CORPS:

Sir: I have the honor to report that after moving down by the
right on to the Telegraph road, I have rejoived the column and am
at present halted for feed and to wait report from detachment
sent under Captain Southwick this a. m., to Downer’s Bridge. He

at 4 a. m. with one squadron. About ¢ I received from
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him a request for another squadron to cover his rear, as he had seen
a small squad on his left rear. 1 then sent Lioutenant Barry with
orders to move soon to his support. At 10 I sent orders to Captain
Southwick to return and not picket the bridge. He has not yet
reported. I find sufpﬁ)}y of corn for horses and meat for men.

u

Very respectfully,
E. M. POPE,

Lieutenant-Colonel, &c., Commanding.

I omitted to report that while moving to the Telegraph road I
encountered a small squad of rebels; k%led 1 and captured 2; the
balance went across and south of the Telegraph road. Those cap-
tured were of the Forty-second North Carolina, Ewell’s command.
E. M. POPE,
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
Harris’ Store, May 22, 1864—5 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

The only annoyance we had on the march was from some cavalry
near L. Flippo’s, which, together with the rumors, cost us one hour.
‘We were, however, unable to get in the rear of Ewell and Long-
street. We were so close at Dr. Flippo’s that about fifty wagons
feeding there left their feed boxes. The troops ceased passing about
11 a. m. We have picked up about 50 stragglers. We moved down
the Telegraph road; it is much hetter than the one direct to Harris’
Store. Colonel Pope’s cavalry is somewhere in the rear coming up.
I shall send my escort througil to General Hancock.

The cavalry we ran oft went toward Chilesburg. Part of the ene-
my’s train turned off the Telegraph road to that place. The road
from here to Milford Station is much cut up by the enemy’s trains
moving to and fro. I have told General Wright he need not come
farther than the Ta River to-night. If I am to continue movin
south the Telegraph road is the best one. I have just caught a coﬁ
ored man. direct from Hanover Junction, with a carriage, in which
he took off a wounded man. He says by this time they are all over
the Pamunkey except the stragglers. {Ie says they had ‘“‘miles of
troops and oceans of wagons and artillery.” §Iill (A. P.) must have
taken the route through Chilesburg or one farther west.

Respectfully, G K. WARREN
. K. WA ,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
‘ May 22, 1864,
Major-General WARREN :

GENERAL: I am near the place known on the map as Cobbett’s
Tavern, and propose establishing a division there to-morrow unless
orders are received to-night making it unnecessary. No enemy
appears within a number of miles of my position in any direction,
except a few cavalry vedettes, easily driven off. My position is, say,
14 miles this side of Mattapony.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Mujor-General of Volunteers.



Crar. XLVIIL] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION, 03

HEADQUARTERS FirTH CORPS,
May 22, 1864,
General GRIFFIN:

We expect to move very soon to Harris’ Store. Information is
now quite positive that the enemy fell back last night along the Tele-
graph road. We shall probably meet with no opposition, unless it
is at the crossing of the Mat River. Iwill give you the advance and
send you a guide. Have everything packed up and ready. Take
along what wagons you have with you, and the artillery now with
you.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,

In compliance with the above instructions the division will be
ready to move at once, in the following order: Third Brigade,
Second Brigade, First Brigade.

By command of Brigadier-General Griffin :

C. B. MERVINE,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

’ May 22, 1864—2 p. m.
General GRIFFIN : ;

If any infantry come out against you it will be from your left
from the southeast. The troops should form facing southwest and
move in that direction. When the cavalry is over on the plain
look out for your left. ’

G. K. WARREN,
- Major-General,

May 22, 1864—3.30 a. m.
General CRAWFORD :

Since I saw you I have again had countermanding orders to pre-
gare to advance, so that I have additional reasons for wanting that
! brigade pushed out as soon as possible along the ridge. Lot it keep

going till it strikes the enemy.

G. K. WARREN,

Major-General,

Hp@rs. SEcoND Bria., SECOND D1v., 5TH ARMY CoRres,
May 22, 1864—6.45 a. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel McCoy,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Division:
CoLONEL : I have advanced full 2 miles, more than a mile from
barricade erected by enemy last night. Have found nothing but
cavalry, probably scouts. "Am still advancing ; am in a thick woods,
and no prospect of open country.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
JAMES L. BATES,
Oolonel, Commanding Second Brigade.
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HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RESERVES,
THIRD DivisioN, FiFrtTH ARMY CORPS,
Catlett’s House, May 22, 1864—7.50 a. m.

Colonel BATES,
Second Brigade, Second Division :

CoLONEL : The general commanding division directs that you halt
your brigade where you now are, and send a small scouting party
out fa.rtﬁer in advance to ascertain whether there is any of the
enemy in your front.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I¥OBERT A. McCOY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RESERVES,
THIRD DivisioN, FiIrTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864,
Capt. A. 8. MARVIN, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifth Army Corps:

CapraiN: I have the honor to report the capture of 8 prisoners by
my command to-day, one of whom was forwarded to headquarters
Fifth Army Corps, and 7 are now in the hands of my provost-
marshal.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

May 22, 1864,
General CUTLER:

I wish you to send one of your brigades at once upon the road the
heavy artillery took this evening. Do not stop to make coffee.
Send your best brigade and let an officer report here when it is ready.
Major Roebling will go with it.

G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—12.10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS :

About 6 p. m. last evening, after General Burnside had started
and as I was about moving, an attack was made by the enemy on my
lines with two brigades (some of the prisoners say four), but it was
repulsed by the picket-line, except at one point where the skirmishers
were driven in a few yards. The troops were of Hill’s cor{;s, all of
which were said to be in our front. General Burnside sent back one
division to hold his old line. General Burnside, it appears, could
not sécure a crossing of the Po. and is now on the Telegraph road
crossing the Ny at Smith’s Bridge, on the way to Guiney’'s Bridge,
My column has hardly got out of the intrenchments, and is pow

R At ol |
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halted, the road being blocked ahead by General Burnside’s colaumn.
I have not reported before as I had no one who knew the road to
headquarters, and the road was not considered safe.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SixTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—4.30 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The rear of my column is about 24 miles from the Telegraph road.
The roads have been blocked in front during the greater part of the
night. The whole column is now in motion.

, H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—5.10 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS, .
Chief of Staff:

The head of my column is near the Ta River, doubled up, waiting
for the passage of Warren's rear guard. I passed it once, but the
road became so narrow and the woods so dense that it was quite
impracticable to move the troops farther by side of the trains.
Nothing of interest to report.

H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General, Commanding.

I send a dispatch from Major Forsyth. -
-[Inclosure.]

CaMP CAVALRY DETACHMENT,
Mud Tavern, May 22, i864—3.45 p. m.
Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Ewell’s corps commenced passing down the Telegraph road about
12 m. yesterday. Lon%\?treet’s corps passed the same way during the
night, covered by the Ninth Virginia Cavalry, who withdrew their
pickets about 9 a. m. to-day. The soldiers openly said in the pres-
ence of the negroes that they were bound for Milford, Anderson’s
Station, and the South Anna River. My pickets will probably fur-
nish me more information before night.

G. A. FORSYTH,

" Major, Commanding Cavalry Detachment.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864—7 p. m,
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff :
I have the honor to report that my troops are going into position
with the right near the Madison place (Flippo’s), the left extending
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in a southern direction, with one brigade at Nancy Wright’s, on
Telegraph road. Nothing of interest to report. General Warren’s
trains have just left Madison’s.

H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Guiney’s Station, Va., May 22, 1864—7 a. m.
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps :

GENERAL: Move forward your corps promptly at 9 a. m. to-
day by Downer’s Bridge to New Bethef) Church, and seize and
hold the crossing of the Ta River on the roads from there to Cole-
man’s old academy, and on the road to Carrot’s {Cobbett’s?] Tavern.
You will also get up and issue to your men to-night six days’ rations
from and including to-morrow. Generals Warren and Wright are
under orders to move this morning to Harris’ Store. General Han-
cock is at Milford Station, You will open communication with
each of these places from New Bethel Church, holding I){'our corps
in readiness to move to the support of either. Please keep these
headquarters advised from time to time of your progress.
By command of Lieutenant-Qeneral Grant :
JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
New Bethel, Va., May 22, 1864—9 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE, .
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: The great number of men straggling from their com-
mands on the march renders it necessary that strong and efficient
rear guards be detailed to prevent it. ou will, therefore, detail a
regiment of your command as rear guard to your corps, one that
wiﬂ execute strictly and to the letter your orders, with instructions
to summarily punish all men falling behind or straggling frowm their
ranks, and especially those who may be found going to farm-houses
for the purgose of pillaging. This is not to be construed into an
order prohibiting foraging,%)ut foraging must be done under author-
ity of division commanders.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

CIRCULAR. ] HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
New Bethel Church, Va., May 22, 1864.
The inclosed orders, just received from headquarters Armies of
the United States, are sent for the information and guidance of the
different division commanders. The order of march will be as fol-
lows : General Willcox in the advance, followed by General Critten.
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den ; he, followed by General Potter. The latter will detail one of
his most efficient regiments as rear rd, in accordance with one
of the inclosed orders. General Willcox will send Captain Fletcher
out at 4 a. m. to repair the ﬁpproaches to one of the fords, some 3
miles in advance. Oneof Major Morton’s men will report to him at
that hour to go with the party. The route will be by Carrat's [Cob-
bett’s] Tavern and Athens. Captain Fletcher can report here and
obtain a sketch of the route before starting.
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
. Guiney’s Station, Va., May 22, 1864.
Major-General CRITTENDEN,
Commanding First Division:

GENERAL : In accordance with instructions from general head-
quarters [ Armies of the] United States, you will move your command
romptly at 9 a. m. to-day from its present position to New Bethel
&'-burch, a point about 2 miles from the present location of General
Potter’s command. An orderly will be sent you to show you the
way to General Potter’s headquarters. Please instruct the com-
manding ofticers to inform their men that it will be but a short
march, after which they will have a day’s rest; and the general
commanding particularly desires that there be no straggling.

Very truly, yours,
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
New Bethel Church, May 22, 1864.
General CRITTENDEN,
~ Commanding First Division:

GENERAL : You will at oncesend astrong guard to the bridge over
the Mat River in your front. The bearer will conduct the guard to
its place, which will consist of at least one small regiment, say one
of the regiments of regulars in General Ledlie’s brigade. A copy of

an order from General Grant is inclosed for your information. I
will give vou definite orders during the night. It will be sufficient
to hold vour troops in readiness to move at that hour,

Very truly, yours,

A. E. BURNSIDE,

~ HeADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Ghuiney’s Station, Va., May 22, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Brig. Gen. R. B. Porter, _
£ Commanding Second Division :

(GexerAal - Upon the approach of General Crittenden to your po-
sition. yvou will move out your command to New Bethel Church,
where vou will make your headquarters, and throw forward a regi-

7 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT HI
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ment at least to each of the crossings of the Ta River, on roads lead-
ing from New Bethel Church to Carrat’s [Cobbett’s] Taverr and
Coleman’s old academy. Major Morton will probably be at your
place in advance of General Crittenden’s column.

Very truly, yours,
y i A. E. BURNSIDE.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864.
General R. B. POTTER,
Commanding Second Division:

GGENERAL: Your dispatch just received, and the order sending Col-
onel Curtin’s brigade to Guiney’s Station is rescinded, and he will
i'oin you. Please instruct Lieutenant Remington, in charge of our
weadquarters train, to return with his train tg the house on the
hill just this side of General Meade’s headquarters, where the re-
mainder of the Ninth Corps and the Sixth Corps are to be halted.
The cavalry escort will return with them. ill send you further
orders during the day.

Yours, truly,
A. E. BURNSIDE.

HeADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Guiney’s Station, Va., May 22, 1864
Brigadier-General WiLLcOX,
Comdg. Third Division, Ninth Army Corps:

In accordance with instructions from general headquarters [ Armies
of the] United States, you will move your command promptly at 9.30
a. m. to-day to New Bethel Church, a point about 5 miles from your
present position and about 2 miles from (General Potter’s present po-
gition. General Crittenden will precede you, starting at 9 o’clock.
Please instruct the commanding- officers to inform their men it will
be but a short march, and they will then have a day’s rest, and the
general commanding particularly desires that there be no straggling.

I am, general, very truly, yours,
& R ¥ A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

HpQrs. CAvaLRY CoRrPS, ARMY OF THE PoTOoMAC,
White House, Va., May 22, 1864—9 a, m.
(Received 1.20 a. m. 24th.)
Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Polomac:

I have the honor to report that General Gregg’s and General Wil-
son’s divisions drove enemy’s cavalry from Walnut Grove across
the Chickahominy, but could not get them to stand. While their
cavalry was thus engaged, I ordered General Custer’s brigade by
the river road near the south bank of the Pamunkey to burn the
railroad bridges over the South Anna. He found them so strongly
guarded by the enemy’s artillery and infantry that he was unable to*
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burn them. He, however, burned two bridges and a portion of the
Central railroad south of Hanover Court-House. The bridges were
r%{)ectively 30 and 100 feet in length. The country here is in a ter-
rible state of consternation. I have two gun-boats and three trans-
ports with rations here. The impression throughout the country is
that I am landing infantry at this place. The rebel general Gor-
don, wounded in the engagement at Meadow Bridge, has since died of
his wounds. Enemy have lost in killed the following distinguished
cavalry commanders in their engagements with mrs' command since
the opening of the campaign: First, Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, com-
manding rebel Cavalry Corps; second, Brigadier-General Gordon,
commanding brigade in Hampton’s division ; third, Colonel Pate,
commanding brigade in Lee’s division; fourth, Colonel Collins, com-
manding Fifteenth Virginia Cavalry ; fifth, Colonel Green, com-
manding regiment ; sixth, Colonel Randolph, commanding regiment.
: P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

This was brought down by Captain Babcock, commanding gun-
boat, who says it was handed to him yesterday evening, but he could
not get away till 10 a. m. to-day ; that everything was progressing
finely when he left this morning. This explains delay.

GEO. D. SHELDON,
Manager Fort Monroe Military Telegraph.

Hp@rs. CAVALRY, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 22, 1364.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chicf of Staff: _

As General Warren is at Guiney’s Bridge, can’t the cavalry of
mine, about 130 men, be ordered to report to me? Nearly all o(y my
men are out.

Y ours, respectfully,
A. T. A. TORBERT,

Commanding Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1864—9.30 p. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Commanding Cavalry :

T have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of an order* which
has been received from the lieutenant-general commanding, the
execution of which will suspend temporarily the carrying out of
the instructions given this evening for the replacing of mounted
recruits by veteran dismounted cavalry, and the commanding gen-
eral directs that you report to Major-General Hancock with your
command before 5 a. m. to-morrow.

S. WILLIAMS.

Assistant Adjutant-General.

#See orders, headquarters Army of the Potomac, May 22,10 p. m., p. 81
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1864—9.30 p. m.
Major KERWIN,
Commanding Cavalry :

I am directed to say that the instructions sent to you this evening
requiring you to send the recruits of your command to Bowling
Green to-morrow morning, there to be replaced by veteran dis-
mounted men, are suspended ; and the commanding general directs
that you cause an officer of your command to report at these head-
quarters punctually at 5 a. m. to-morrow, to receive special instruc-

tions for your guidance.
S. WILLIAMY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Guiney’s Station, Va., May 22, 1864—9 a. m.
Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Commanding, &ec., Fredericksburg, Va. :

GENERAL : Have all empty teams that have returned to Freder-

icksburg and Belle Plain loaded with supplies, and send them for- .

ward with such supply trains as are now at these places to Bowling
Green at once. Transfer without delay all other supglies to Port
Royal, which will be made our base until further orders. March
the garrisons at Belle Plain and Fredericksburg by the Port Royal
rua,({gto Port Royal, leaving, however, a sufficient force at Freder-
icksburg to protect the wounded and transportation for same until
they can be moved north, after which the force thus left will follow
to Port Royal, and Fredericksburg abandoned.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant :

JNO. A, RAWLINS,
. Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., Moy 22, 1864,
Brig. Gen. JoHN A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL : I have the honor to report that, from information de-
rived from my cavalry scouts and contrabands dailf' arriving here,
I have reason to believe that there are more guerrillag between this
point and Port Royal than the small cavalry force at my disposal
can look after, having but six companies of the Eighth Illinois
Cavalry, which, after %ieducting messengers, escorts, details for the
engineer, telegraph, road and bridge construction, leaves me with a
comparatively small force for other purposes. If 1 had mounted
troops sufficient to clear the country between Rappahannock and
Potomac Creek of these marauders sud arrest all disloyal persons,
a small cavalry force could then (wil. due diligence) keep them out.
All the cavalry that I can send out with safety to the depot are con-
stantly employed (notwithstanding their excursions extend but a few
miles in cireuit), scarcely ever returning without having a skirmish
with, and bringing in from 2 to 8 dismounted cavalry.

I have the honor to be, yours, respectfully, .
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigudier-General, Commanding.
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. Mav 22, 1864—8.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT :

This p. m. the telegraphic communication was interrupted be-
tween here and your heaxi uarters. Men have been sent to mend
the wires. I have your order to abandon this place and go to Port
Royal. Am I to draw in all guards of Aquia railroad, telegraph,
and road to Fredericksburg ? %Vhat disposition am I to make of six
batteries of Reserve Artillery from Army of the Potomac encamped
here? I will send everything off as fast as possible, and will leave
here as soon as the rebel prisoners are shi%ped. Is it intended by
our order the garrison of Belle Plain should march by waK of
ericksburg, or direct from here to Port Royal ? There are three
engines and sixty cars now on the Aquia and Fredericksburg Rail-
road. One hundred and fifty bales of straw are here that can be
used in the sixty cars for wounded.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, May 22, 1864—8.30 p. m.
(Received 10.55 p. m.)
WaR DEPARTMENT :
I have been ordered by General Grant to abandon this place for
Port Royal, sending loaded barges there, and loading teams to

Bowling Green.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General. Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Camp at Belle Plain, May 22, 1864,

Brigadier-Gieneral ABERCROMBIE :

DeArR GENERAL: I have not received any orders yet about m
bridges, which are here to the extent of over 1,000 feet, and which
I shall raft for towing at once, as soon as you can dispense with
them as wharves, for from my previous orders I suppose they will
wish me to take them to Washington, as I have aleeady two bridges
over the Rappahannock which can be towed down to Port Royal.
If you received your orders from General Grant I suppose his adju-
tant-general was not exactly aware of my situation here. Had they
come from General Meade (if he can give them to you) I think he
would have sent me instructions at the same time. I fear I shall
have to send an orderly to the front to get the proper orders as to
what they wish me to do. I had halted my 400 men, 23 miles out,
to repair the swampy place there, but I have now sent to recall
them. If you have any suggestions to make different from what I
here propose, I shall be very happy to receive them. I shall have to
ask your authority, I presume, to secure me a steamer for my men,
some 600 to 700, with some 210 animals, and two tugs for my pon-
toon rafts and barges. I most feel sure the Wi]% not wish the
bridges and trains I have here ¢ent around to Port Royal. I have
not the trucks here to carry them overland, even if they wished it.

Very truly, yours,
v VY H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 22, 1864.
Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM,
Commanding Engineer Corps, U. S. Army :

GENERAL: General Abercrombie desires me to say to you that he
is about to telegraph to General Grant, and if you wish it he will
telegraph in relation to your pontoons, &c. Your servant’s family
can be brought in to-morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT L. ORR,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

FREDERICKSBURG, VA., May 22, 1864.
(Captain ORR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General :

Lieutenant-General Grant has ordered General Ferrero, who has
heretofore covered our right, to Guiney’s Station, 10 miles south of
this. I report the fact to you as having bearing on the defenses of
this place ; there is no artillery here that I am aware of. I send the
troops, as they arrive here, to accompany trains, agreeable to orders

from (General Grant,
ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General, Commanding.

Mavy 22, 1864.
Col. E. SCHRIVER,
Commanding Forces, Fredericksburg:

Your telegram of this date has been received. The general com-
manding desires me to say that you will reserve a sufficient force
from the troops passing to the front for the protection of Fredericks-
burg, and you will report the number of troopsto general command-
ing. I have but one four-gun battery here, which is required for the

protection of this post and depot.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

HEADQUARTERS,
_ ] Fredericksburg, May 22, 1864.
Capt. R. L. ORR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Belle Plain:

CarraiN: I have your letter of the 21st instant respecting paroled
prisoners; also a small mail to-night by the messenger. It will
depend on circumstances whether more infantry will be required
here. 1 telegraphed you that General Ferrero had, by orders,
uncovered the right and gone to Guiney’s Station. If the enemy
should see fit to make a raid on this town, where there are many
wounded and much property, the force here to resist it ought to be
considerably increased. There is no artillery here. Perhaps it would
be as well for the general to come up here, 1f he has time, to look to
this subject.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
’ ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-Generul, Commanding.
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May 22, 1864
Col. E. SCHRIVER,
Fredericksburg:

There are 500 men and fifty wagons on the road to Fredericksburg.
General Lockwood’s brigade and three regiments march at 3 this

P m
J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fredericksburg, May 22, 1864,
General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjulant-General:

GENERAL: Under the re?uirements of (General Grant’s special
orders, dated May 20, re-enforcements for the army arriving here
have been halted for the purpose of escorting trains to the front.
Yesterday the following regorted: Lieutenant Swan, Eighth New
York Heavy Artillery, with 100 men and 2 officers; Lieutenant
Scripture, Seventh New York Heavy Artillery, with 40 men; Major
Taft, Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, 1,800 men. All these offi-
cers and troog‘s were sent forward at different hours as circumstances
demanded. The Twenty-third and Eighty-second Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers also reported, but are still here for the purpose of escorting
to the front trains expected hourly from Belle Plain. In passing
around the suburbs of the town on the Falmouth side to ascertain if ,
there were any troops available for guards who had not reported, an
officer ha&)%ened upon Major Taft’s command, who, on being accosted,
wondered how I knew he was there. He was directed to report to
me, and on doing so, at 2.45 p. m. on the 21st, he exhibited the fol-
lowing order—

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS,
No. —. Belle Plain, Va., Mdy 18, 1864,

The following detail is ordered from the Ninth New York Heavy Artillery : Four
hundred men properly officered to guard a train of wagons forward. This detail
will report to Captain Pitkin, assistant quartermaster, at the wharf, at 5 a.m. May
19, 1864, with rations, and will report to their proper officer in the Atmy of the
Potomac when the duty is accompmhed.

By order of Brigadier-General Abercrombie :

ROBERT L. ORR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
Col. J. WELLING,
Ninth New York Heavy Artillery,

and made the following statement :

Three companies arrived at Fredericksburg on night of 19th at 9
p- m.; two at 12 or 1 midnight; three at 7 p. m. 20tl; one at 8 a.
m. 218t ; two at 1 p. m. 21st; one is yet to come.

But for accidentally meeting this officer he probably would have
remained where he was to this honr. The case is submitted for the
commanding general’s information. i

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General, Commanding.

P. 8.—The Twenty-third and Eighty-second Pennsylvania Volun-
teers have been ordered forward (12 m.) with a train arrived from
Belle Piain. ) E S



104 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N, C. (CrAP. XLVIIIL.

‘WASHINGTON, May 22, 1864—9 p. m.
(Received 1.40 p. m. 23d.)
General BUTLER:

On Friday night General Grant commenced a flank movement to
compel Lee to abandon his position at Spotsylvania Court-House.
It has thus far progressed successfully. Longstreet moved south
Friday night after I-Igancock had moved. Ewell followed last night.
It is believed the rebel army will take position behind the South
Anna. Hoke’s force has joined Lee. Nothing of importance from

any other quarter.
E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

" CUrTIS HOUSE SIGNAL STATION,
May 22, 1864—5 p. m.

General BUTLER:
Please report the return of the flag of truce that I may resume

firing. .
S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.
GENERAL ORDERS, % HpQrs. DEPT. OF VA. AND N. C,,
No. 67. In the Field, Va., May 22, 1864.

I. First Lieut. Peter 8. Michie, U. S. Engineers, is hereby ap-
pointed assistant to chief engineer of this department, and will report
to Brig. Gen. G. Weitzel for duty.

* * # * * * *
By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
R. S. DAVIS,
Muajor and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpQ@Rs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, May 22, 1864.
Major-General GILLMORE,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

GENERAL: It is desirable to ascertain the position and strength of
the enemy, whether there is any movement, and also whether there is
any movement on the railroad. You are authorized to offer rewards
for this purpose, not exceeding $500 each, to any shrewd, keen, ad-
venturous men to the. number of not more than 6, who will in their
uniform penetrate the enemy’s line during the night as scouts and
ascertain their condition and bring in valuable and reliable informa-
tion. Explain to the men what is desired, and explain to them that
false information will be as rigidlf punished as true and valuable
knowledge brought will be promptly and amply rewarded.

I have the honor to be, generaﬁ, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.
(Same to General Smith.)



Cmar: XLVl CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 105

GILLMORE'S,
May 22, 1864—11 a. m.
Major-General BUTLER:
The dead bodies between our pickets and those of the enemy on
Terry’s front are becoming very offensive. I respectfully suggest
that they be buried under a flag of truce.

Very respectfully, Q. A. GILLMORE
: ) Major-G("I;ETQI.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
. May 22, 1864—11.45 a. m,
Colonel SHAFFER :

I have received four blue flags. I propose to replace the stars on
the division flags by the corps’ badge, which is a sq{)mre bastioned
f,(())r&,l_very like a star in effect. I presume there can be no objection

is.
Yours, &ec.,

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

: CurTis’ Housg, May 22, 1864—12.15 p. m.
General GILLMORE ;

Will you give me a list of your working parties, their numbers,
the divisions from which they are detailed, and the points at which

they are employed to-day ?
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.
Officer will await answer.

Hpg@Rrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,

. In the Field, May 22, 1864,
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

GENERAL : The commanding general directs that you furnish my
assistant, Capt. 8. C. Eaton, with a detail of 200 men, with proper
proportion of tovls, and 25 engineer soldiers, with proper proportion
of non-commissioned officers, to report to-morrow morning at 7
o’clock, and that you renew this detail daily, until Captain Eaton
reports the work finished.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
. May 22, 1864—10.10 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :
The commanding general directs that you furnish the tools at the
rate of one tool to every 3 men, taking them from those portions of
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the works you think least necessary, or, if all portions are equally
necessary, take them proportionately from all. Those two works

must go on.
' . G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers.
SPECIAL ORDERS, Hp@rs. TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 17. Inthe Field, near Halcher’'s, Va., May 22,1864,
* * * * * * *

3. In obedience to orders from department headquarters, the com-
manding officer of the Seventh New York Battery will report with
his battery to Major-General Smith.

* * * * * * *
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
: ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Capt., 47th New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen,

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
. May 22, 1864—7.30 p. m. (Received 7.55 p. m.)
Captain SEALY,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:

Ascertain from General Terry when the flag of truce is closed,
and have him report the same to Admiral Lee.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, HpqQgrs. 1sT Div., 10rTH ArMY CORPS,
No. 8. Bermude Hundred, Va., May 22, 1864.

Battery M, First U. S. Artillery, Capt. L. L. Langdon command-
ing, having been transferred to the Third Division, Tenth Arm
Corps, Capt. Alfred P. Rockwell, First Connecticut Light Battery,
is announced as chief of artillery on the staff of the brigadier-gen-
eral commanding, and will be obeﬁfed and respected accordingly.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry :

ADRIAN TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEeEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Halcher's, Va., May 22, 1864.

Brig. Gen. JouN W. TURNER,
Commanding Second Division, Tenth Corps:

GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs that in carry-
ing out the instructions received from department headquarters fix-
ing the disposition of the troops to repel an attack, you select a place
for encamping your command nearer to the intrenchments than
the one now occupied by them, with a view to obviating the neces-
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sity of their so frequently leaving their camp in case of alarm. Tam
also instructed br;(ixim to direct that the disposition indicated in the
instructions above mentioned be made to-day.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General,

HpQrs. THIRD DivisioN, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864,
Captain READ,
Assistant Adjutant-General to General Brooks :

CAPTAIN : General Gillmore sends me word that the supports to
the detached redoubt on my left have been relieved, and orders that
I send some there at once. It was understood by Generals Brooks
and Weitzel, as well as by myself, that General Brooks would supply
this detail. I would respectfullly inquire if the detail is to be sent
by General B. ; otherwise, I will send it at once.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
. A. AMES,

Brigadier-General,
[First indorsement.]
Hpg@Rrs. F1rsT D1visioN, EIGHTEENTH CORPS,

May 22, 1864.
[General A. AMES:]

GENERAL : The detail to occupy the redoubt has been ordered from
General Burnham’s brigade, and will be sent there at once.

Very respectfully,
THEODORE READ,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Becond indorsement.}
HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,

May 22, 1864.
Lieutenant-Colonel SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:
CoLONEL : This communication and indorsement is all that is re-
unired by the major-general commanding, in reference to the support
?or the detached redoubt, is it not ?
A. AMES,

Brigadier-General.

Hprs. THIRD DivisioN, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864.
Lieut. Col. E. W, SumiTH,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:
CoroNEL: The accompanying valise, belonging to Brigadier-Gen-
eral Walker, was received from the enemy’s flag of truce by one of
my staff officers with the proviso that, should it contain anythin
objectionable, it would be immediately returned and not forwarde
to the general.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. AMES,
Brigadier-General.
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MAY 22, 1864,
Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

All the dispositions have heen made as far as circumstances will
admit, but they cover in spirit the commanding general’s order.
The enemy probably wanted our picket-line in front of General
Ames, and I think they must have taken it. It is probably restored

by this time.
WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS EiGHTEENTH CORPS,
May 22, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

I would respectfully request that Regan’s (Seventh New York) bat-
tery be either returned to duty with this corps, or else transferred to
the Tenth Corps, as the commanding general may direct.

‘WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

: Mavy 22, 1864—7 p. m.
General WEITZEL, .
Chief of Engineers, Department of Virginia, &ec. :

Orders have been issued regarding the work in our front with the
exception of the two redoubts. I have withdrawn all working par-
ties on this day, Sunday, as I make that my practice when 1 do not
consider it absolutely necessary. Besides the men require rest.

‘WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

SMi1TH’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 22, 1864. (Received 12.30 a. m. 23d.)

General BUTLER:

I have sent out 7 trusty men—1 in excess of your number,
WM. F. SMITH,
Magor-General.

(GENERAL ORDERS,} HpQrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 22. In the Field, V., May 22, 1864,

A thorough inspection of all the troops will be immediately made
this a. m., and reports in a consolidated form sent in to these head-
quarters, The principal object will be to find out the exact condi-
tion of the armament of the troops, the number, kind, and caliber
of arms and the accouterments missing, &c. Those who may have
thrown away their arms on the field or march will be brought to
trial if it be possible to find any guilty of such crime,.

By command of Major-General Smith :

NICOLAS BOWEN,
Lieut. Col. und Adssistunt Adjutant-General,
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GENERAL ORDERS, ) HpQrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY (ORPS,
No. 23. { In the Field, Va., May 22, 1864,

I. Division commanders will send immediately the names of
officers that may be appuinted as f)rovost-marslmls of divisions and
brigades. A guard of 10 mounted men has been sent to ench divis-
ion for provost duty; they will perform such duty only and on no
occasion be used as orderlies.

II. All contrabands throughout camp will be collected immediately
and sent to these headquarters. Only the usual allowance of officers’
servants and company cooks will be recognized. A strict compli-
ance of this order 1s reqiiired at once.

By command of Major-General Smith :

NICOLAS BOWEN,
Lieut. Col. and Assistant Adjulunt-General,

GENERAL ORDERS,} HpQrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY (CORPS,
No. 24. In the Ficld, Va., May 22, 1864,
A thorough inspection of all the transportation of this corps will
be made by the quartermaster of the respective commands at 8 a.
m. to-morrow. All deficiencies will be immediately supplied and all
repairs made and everything done to render it perfectly effective,
Attention will be given to the cleaning and oiling of harnoss, Zroom-
ing of horses, greasing .of wh_eels. good condition of running-gear
and water buckets, the tlghtemng of nuts, screws, &c¢. The Ambu-
lance Corps will be supplied at once by the quartermaster’s depart-
ment with its full allowance of forage wagons, forge, &ec.
By command of Major-General Smith :
N NICOLAS BOWEN,
Lieut. Col. and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRps,
In the Field, Va., May 22, 1864.
Brig. Gen. W. T. H. Brooks,
Commanding First Division:
GeENERAL: The following is a copy of instructions received . this
day from department headquarters :

IN THE FIELD, May 22, 1864.
Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH, .
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

GENERAL : The commanding general directs me to call your attention to the fol-
lowing points, all of which dyou have undoubtedly observed : Fort Wisconsin and
the work at the creek should be pushed to completion. The trees on the ravine on
Martindale's and Brooks’ fronts should be more fully slashed. There should bhe a
traverse across the opening in Dutton’s line. The abatis in front of Marston should
be completed, General Brooks to furnish the garrison for the redoubt in advance of
his right ; this garrison to keep out an independent picket-line. General Brooks
told me verbally he would attend to this. A new redoubt will be laid out in the
open ground in rear of and near Brooks’ right. General Marston told me he would
build it with detail from his command. He desires this privilege. The portion of
the line joining Dutton and Martindale is not complete, nor are all the banquettes
const‘r%(:te‘l- tfully, yours, &c

Ty Tes s 1’ vy
ery respec G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General and Clief Engineer.
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The general commanding trusts that it will not be necessary for
any further order from department headquarters-in order to com-
plete the defenses in front of the Eighteenth Corps.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ICOLAS BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 22, 1864.
Brig. Gen. W, T. H. BROOKS,

Commanding First Division: :
GENERAL: The general commanding corps desires me to say that
he does not think the present disposition of troops along a portion of
our front in hig opinion a desirable one. He directs that the space
{etween (General Martindale’s left and the right of your line in the
trenches be occupied by one of the regiments of your command, with
sufficient interval between companies, in order to cover the entire
space where they will camp. Sentinels will be posted on the para-
pets, and this disposition will not be changed unll)gss you or the gen-
eral commanding corps order it.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NICOLAS BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS E1GHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 22, 1864.
Brig. Gen. J. H. MARTINDALE,
Commanding Second Dwvision:

GENERAL: The general commanding corps directs me to say that
any space left unoceupied by troops in your front be filled by a regi-
ment with such space between companies that the whole may be
covered, and you will post sentinels along the parapet. This regi-
ment will camp along the trenches and the disposition will not
changed unless by order of the general commanding corps.

I am, general,
NICOLAS BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

‘W ASHINGTON, D. C., May 22, 1864.
Maj. Gen. W, F. SmITH:

Sir : I take the liberty of writing you a few lines to say I'arrived
here with a full regiment, over 1,200 men, fully armed and equipped,
and well mounted and well drilled and disciplined, expecting to be
sent to the front as cavalry. To-day we were ordered to turn in our
horses and arms and to-morrow to draw muskets and act as infantry.
I have been in the cavalry service now nearly three years, and have
done as much as many other officers more favored. I feel the
humiliation very sorely. Can you do anything for me ? Can you
have my regiment ordered under you, or even have myself witly
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you? I am anxious to be doing something. I saw Captain West
to-day; he told me where you were. If you can do anything for me
with General Grant I will ever feel grateful.
I am, general, with much respect, your obedient servant,
' M. H. BOYD,
Colonel Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Lagte Captain First New York Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS FORTIETH MASSACHUSETTS,
May 22, 1864.
Major-General SMITH,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

GENERAL: I have the honor to request that you will use your in-
fluence to have me assigned to the Eighteenth Corps. My regiment
belonged to the Eleventh, now Twentieth, Corps, and has never been
transferred to the Tenth i)y orders from the War Department. My
reasons for asking for this change are, that I am not satisfied with my
commanders, and my regiment would ﬁrefer being with their State
troops. The assignment of commands has been regulated apparentl
by favoritism. was very willing to abide by any decision till
found myself placed under incompetent persons, and then my duty
to myself and my regiment demanded that I'should, if possible, get
it changed. The records of the War Department show that in com-
mand of my battery, regiment, and brigade I have always done my
duty as a soldier, and as such I should like to be treated. Trusting
you will not regard this as a complaint, but as a desire to serve under
soldiers, I remain,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GUY V. HENRY,
Colonel Fortieth Massachusetts Volunteers.

May 22, 1864—7.30 p. m.

ComMMANDING OFrFICER CITY POINT:

Inform me if General Hinks has returned. Let me know at once
vour opinion of the condition of the Point ; its capability of resist-
ing attack, and in general what is the present position. Also the
same information regarding Fort Powhatan, if General Hinks has
returned.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

May 22, 1864—9 p. m.
Brigadier-General WiLD,
] Wilson's W harf:
I am informed that there is a signal station working at Harrison’s
Landing. Is it not possible to break it up ?
B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.
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May 22, 1864—9.15 p. m.
General BUTLER:
I returned last night at.-12 o’clock ; Powhatan is safe. Can hold
City Point against a greatly superior force. I forwarded a detailed
report* of operations%y a messenger this p. m. Everything is quiet

on our front,
E. 'W. HINKS,
Brigadier-General, Convmanding.

SPECIAL ORDERS, HbpQRs. 3D Div., 18STH ARMY CORPS,
No. 26. City Point, Va., May 22, 1864.

I. Paragraph I, Special Orders, No. 24, dated headquarters Third
Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, City Point, Va., May 20, 1864,
relating to the disposition of the artillery of this division, is so
modified as to leave two sections of Captain Howell's battery (M),
Third New York Artillery, at Fort Powhatan, and one section at
Wilson’s Wharf, The other changes contemplated in the above-
named order will be made as soon as possible.

* o= * * * * *

V. Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild, commanding First Brigade, will order
four companies of infantry, under the command of a lieutenant-
]colouel or major, to report to Colonel Kiddoo for duty at Fort Pow-
watan,

By command of Brig. Gen. E. W. Hinks:

SOLON A. CARTER,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

FraG-SHIP AGAwaM,
Farrar's Island, James River, May 22, 1864.
(Via Fort Monroe, 4.30 p. m. 24th. Received 5 p. m.)

Hon. GipEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy:

Monitors practice at Howlett Battery, firing 15-inch shell with
great accuracy, but with no chance of stopping the progress of this
commanding rebel work. The 15-inch is a great gun truly. Last
night the enemy attacked the army, and were handsomely repulsed.
Navy was in a position to fire if desired by signal from army, but
no signal was made by army, as the direction of firing must be un-
certain over high hills and woods,

S. P. LEE,

Acting Rear-Admiral.

ForRT MAGRUDER, May 22, 1864.

Lieutenant SCHROEDER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : .

Lieutenant Libean, in charge of picket at Jamestown Island,
learns from a contraband that a force of some 40 rebels is at Surry

* See Part 1I, p. 167,
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Court-House. A picket of 3 men posted on the bank of the river
opposite to him. Quite a number of contrabands are reported as
anxious to get away from the opposite shore. No force can be sent

from this post.
WM. H. P. STEERE,
Colonel, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLIN'A.
New Berne, N. C., May 22, 1864.
Col. H. T. Sisson,

Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers:

8ir: 1 have learned with surprise that the impression has pre-
vailed in your regiment that the recent changes in the disposition
of the troops in the various field-works around this place were made
for the reason that I thought the duty at these places had not been
well or imperfectly performed. After the many tokens of approba-
tion expressed to yourself and the officers of your regiment at the
forts recently vacated by them, I could scarcely believe that orders
so plainly necessitated by the exigencies of the same, could be so
construed. The ideas imputed to me at least never existed. I
learned with still more surprise that certain officers of your regi-
ment conceived it proper to make certain statements in writing re-
flecting upon me and calculated to injure me as an officer.

As you are about leaving this district under orders from me,
which I had every reason to believe would be very gratifying to you,
while they would be for the very best interest of the service, I
desire to state to you that no disapprobation of the manner in which
the companies of your regiment performed their duty was ever ex-
pressed or even thought. On the contrary I never visited any of
the places odcupied by them without expressing, and that too in the
kindest possiblg manner, my gratification, and the changes which
were unwillingly made in the disposition of the forces were plainly
necessitated by the condition of the forces now remaining unger my
command, and the cordial acquiescence on the part of those who
have during a time of war so quietly and comfortably occupied these
positions was certainly expected.

As to the statement of those officers which I have before men-
tioned I can only say that if they were conscientiously made they
should be fairly considered. You will probably agree with me,
however, that the fair and manly course for these officers to pursue,
would be to present a copy of their statement to me in order that I
may be able to meet the affair in a proper way.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 23, 1864—11 p. m. (Received 4 p. m. 24th.)
Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:
The army moved from its position of this morning to the North
Anna, following closely Lee’s army. The Fifth and Sixth Corps
8 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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marched by way of Harris’ Store to Jericho Ford, and the Fifth
Corps succeeded in effecting a crossing and getting position without
much opposition. Shortly after, however, they were violently at-
tacked, but handsomely repulsed the assault without much loss to
us. We captured some prisoners. The Second Corps holds the
bridge just above the railroad, and the Ninth Corps is between that
and Jericho Ford, on the north bank, in face of the enemy. It is
doubtful whether troops can be crossed except where the Fifth and
Sixth Corps are. Everything looks exceedingly favorable for us.
U. g GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, Moy 23, 1864.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Your di.:xipa.tch from Bethel Church, dated 6.30 [8] p. m.
yesterday, is received. In accordance with your previous (;)irec-
tions Generals Meigs and Barnard were sent to the James River, with
orders to report by telegraph how many troops could be spared and
on the means of water transportation. The moment I receive it I
will give the orders for the proposed movement. If the enemy re-
treats behind the South Anna, West Point would be the proper place
to occupy, but until he does so I think it would be unwise and ex-
ceedingly hazardous to attempt to hold both City Point and West
Point, as the enemy might concentrate on either and crush it out. I
shall, therefore, order any troops that Meigs and Barnard think can
be spared from Butler’s command to Tappahannock or Port Royal ;
to the latter if you are still in the vicinity of Bowling Green or the
North Anna. hatever I can raise here will be sent to same place
till further orders. Permit me to repeat what I have so often urged,
that in my opinion every man we can collect should be hurled against
Lee, wherever he may be, as his army, not Richmond, is the true
objective point of this campaign. When that army is broken, Rich-
mond will be of very little value to the enemy. Demonstrations on
that place exhaust us morethan they injure‘the rebels, for it will re-
quire 2 men outside to keep 1in Richmond. Ionce thought that this
could be more than compensated for by destroying their lines of
supply, but experience has proved that they can repair them just
about as fast as we can destroy them ; such at least was the case un-
der Dix and Foster, and 1 thin{; Butler’s operations will have no bet-
ter result. I have no doubt we shall soon have loud calls for re-en-
forcements in West Virginia, but I shall not send any unless you so
order, for I have very little faith in these collateral operations. The
little good they accomplish seldom equals their cost in men and
money. If you succeed in crushing Lee all will be well; if you
fail, we immediately lose whatever we may have gained in West
Virginia or around Eichmond. I therefore proposeto send to you
everything I can get without regard to the calls of others, until you

-direct otherwise.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE Anxv,
Washington, May 23, 1864,

Lieutenant-Geeneral GRANT :

‘What you say in your note of the 20th about the major-generals is
gorrect. There are two vacancies. The law allows five. You filled
an original vacancy, and I last year urged Sherman’s name for Wool'’s
place ; but could not get him appointed. You&promotion makes a
second vacanc ,and 1 have urged the names of Meade and Sherman,
and Hancock for Meade’s place as brigadier. There is some obstacle
in the way and I can’t remove it. I am not certain what it is but
can guess. Perhaps you will be enlightened a little by knowin
what are some of the outside influences. I understand the names o
Butler and Sickles have been strongly urged by ,politicia.ns, in order
they say to break down ‘ West Point influence.” It will not be dif-
ficult to draw conclusions. This is entre nous.

Yours, truly
’ _ H. W. HALLECK.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Moncure’s House, Va., May 23, 1864—2 p. m.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: The S8econd Corps will preceed to suitable camping-
grounds on the banks of the North Anna, near the New Bridge,
which is the crossing of the Telegraph road over the Anna. If pos-
sible, the bridge and crossing will be secured. This corps will also
extend east to hold the railroad bridge. The Ninth Corps will take

gition to the right of the Second Corps and will seize Ox Ford, a
g)rd over the Anna next west of New Bridge. If practicable, this
ford will also be held. The Fifth Corps will occupy the bank of the
river to cover and hold Jericho Ford. The Sixth Corps will take
place on the right of the Fifth Corps. If any bridge or ford is to
their front it will be seized and held ; if none in front efforts will be
made to open roads to the river at points where crossings may be
effected to their front.

U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC,
. May 23, 1864—8 a.m,

Brigadier-General BENHAM :

Your dispatch-of last evening received. As your instructions to
proceed to Belle Plain did not pass through me, I presume your in-
structions governed the present case. ake the bridge at Belle
Plain to Washington, and await orders there, providing for towing
what is at Fredericksburg to Port Royal, and wherever after it may

be needed.
A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 23, 1864.
Brigadier-General BENHAM,
Commanding Engineer Corps, U. S. Army:

GENERAL: General Abercrombie requests me to inform you that
he will march for Port Royal overland and not by way of Freder-
icksbul;g. Can you have the pontoon bridges there for crossing the
troops ?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT L. ORR,
Captuin and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 23, 1864.
General BENHAM :
GENERAL: I sent your dispatch for General Humphreys to him,.
although it was directed to 8eneral Abercrombie. The messenger
who brought it is detained at Captain Slosson’s to convey General

H.’s answer to you.
. ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General.

NORTH ANNA SIGNAL STATION,
May 23, 1864—4.30 p. m.
[General HANCOCK ? :]

GENERAL : I have the honor to report that observations just made
from a tree top disclosed five guns in position and in use by the
enemy near the railroad bridge. About 300 cavalry were seen to
move back from the river and disappear in the woods, clouds of
dust rising from woods about 1 mile geyond the river.

*TAYLOR.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—11 a. m,
Major-General W ARREN, :
* Commanding Fifth Corps:
Sir : The head of my column is at Old Chesterfield, half a mile
from the depot. I am now about advancing. I am afraid General
Torbert, commanding the cavalry, has taken the wrong road, as he
has run into your column. My impression is that my road leads by
the station.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Old Chesterfield, May 23, 1864—11.05 a. m.
General WILLIAMS :
Sir : The head of my column has arrived, and the First Division
is massed here. My advance has been at the depot. The infantry
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is now proceeding toward Chesterfield Ford. My cavalry appears to
have turned off to the right from this place, ang have gone to Jeri-
cho Ford, which they now hold on this side, the enemy’s cavalry
being on the other side. I have already communicated with General
‘Warren’s column on my right, which appears to have been marching
on the road to Jericho Bridge, two divisions of it. General Warren,
thinking he was on the wrong road, has, I understand, taken these
two divisions off more to the right. General Torbert has od from
here down the same road and struck that column. I shall hold Jeri-
cho Bridge until General Burnside comes up, but shall get General
Torbert to come down and get possession of Chesterfield Ford. In
the mean time I shall push the infantry on. The guns that are fir-
ing occasionally are either from General Torbert or the head of Gen-
eral W‘?rren’s cohu;ui.l
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
) i WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

May 23, 1864—11.30 a. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :

GENERAL : If it is necessary for column to follow Torbert I will
not be in the way. The map is so erroneous that it is difficult to
tell which way to go, by anything named on it. I have followed the
Telegraph road, which runs nearly south, 20 degrees east (I have
mapped. it), and found myself much nearer the railroad than I ex-
pected. 1 doubt the existence of the road between it and the rail-
road, as laid down. I was skirmishing Rosser’s cavalry back when
Torbert got up, and had gotten in view of the river. Torbert went
ahead, and I think drove the foe from the south side. A deserter
says there is infantry and artillery there. I gave way to Torbert,
and am now prospecting further up the stream at what is called
Jericho Mills, There is said to be a ford there, but no bridge. The
road General Torbert came out on strikes the Telegraph road at
Carmel Church, and by the Telegraph road thence it is perhaps
2 or 3 miles to the North Anna. Captain Miller, who has just ar-
rived, says you are about 13 miles of and a little northeast of Carmel
Church. If tyou communicate with General Meade will you please
forward this for his information. .

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.
HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864--11.40 a. m.
Colonel WALRER:

COLONEL : At Mount Carmel Church, about 14 miles from where
I left General Hancock, I found General Warren. At the church
the road forks ; General Torbert has taken the left-hand road with
his cavalry, General Warren the right-hand, with his corps.
W. D. W. MILLER,
Captain and Aide-de-Camp.



118 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. O. [CHAP. XLVIIL

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—11.40 a. m. (Received 12.45 p. m.)
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

S1r : Gpon subsequent inquiry I have become pretty well satisfied
that I must take the road that leads to the right from Old Chester-
field, and proceed a mile to the road on which Warren’s two divis-
ions have been moving, from which, I understand, he has moved them
off. I am now proceeding there. There is nothing at the depot on
the other road in my front, and the river is 6 miles distant in that
direction from that point.

Nery respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Mujor-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Near Ox Ford, May [23 7], 1864—1 p. m.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

SIR : I have arrived here—about three-fourths of a mile from the
river. The ford here is known as Ox Ford. There is a bridge also
(that is, the bridge was standing last week), some little distanee be-
low, say one-half mile, called Taylor’s Bridge. The bridge is over
the Telegraph road. There is no such ford known here, so far as I
can ascertain, as Chesterfield Ford. Jericho Mills and Ford are
_ about 3 or 4 miles above this. I have sent some infantry down to
seize both bridge and ford. The enemy’s sharpshooters occupy the
other side. I don'tthink they have any force; they have some little
artillery, but appearances indicate that they are not strong. We
shall soon know. General Warren’s column is on my right, and I
am in close connection with it. I am massing my troogs in front of
the position, A prisoner was captured yesterday, who just came
from the defenses of Savannah. e says that all the troops there

have been ordered up here.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HeApQUARTERS FIFTH ArMY CORPS,
Jericho Mills, May 23, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :

The enemy made no show of resistance here ; my infantry are ford-
ing. I do not believe they mean to hold the North Anna. Will
you communicate with General Meade, if you know where he is.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Near Ox Ford, May 23, 1864—1.45 p. m.
General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the. Potomac:

GENERAL: The enemy seem to be passing in large force on the
other side of the river. They are now extending down across the
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railroad on their side. I am putting skirmishers down to the bridge
and ford, and we will see whether it appears possible for us to com-
mand their approaches. I am extending my troops across the rail-
rosd tfull bedient t
ery res ully, your obedient servant,
Y rospes d WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—2.35 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
. Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Polomac:

Sir: I am now at Taylor’s Bridge, where the enemy have epaule-
ments and some batteries. My skirmishers are across, and I am just
ushing them forward a short distance. I am planting batteries, to
Eave a cover-fire, and if I think I can hold the crossing and establish
a bridge-head, I will do so, although, as I have no orders to cross, I -
shall not do so unless it appears pretty plain. 'Iam extending tothe
left across the railroad, my right resting in front of General Cutler’s
position (Fifth Corps, Carmel Church), and am picketing the river.
The enemy appear to be in force, although I do not think he can
prevent a crossing. 1 can hear the whistle of locomotives frequently
on the Virginia Central. A good many troops have been seen across
the river, yet they appear to be marc{ling own ; therefore I have
extended my left. I haveno doubt a respectable force is holding my
front, on account of the epaulements, &c., there, but whether they
expect to remain long enough to dispute the a.ssa%gstrongly Ido
not know yet. I have just received a dispatch from Warren, stating
that his men are fording the river. The depth of the river seems to
be no obstacle. In I}1)os:,i1:ion the enemy appear to have some advan-
tage over me. Shall I force a crossing ?
Your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

{First indorsement.]

I have ordered Warren to cross his whole corps and intrench.
‘Wright, I think, had bhetter take position on this side, to support
‘Warren. Shall Hancock force a crossing ?

GEO. G. MEADE,

[Becond indorsement.)

May 23, 1864—3 p. m.
Major-General MEADE :

By all means. I would have Warreu cross all the men he can to-
night, and intrench himself strongly. There is but little likelihood
that he will be pushed by the enemy, and if he is he can be re-enforced
or could fall back by the same road, as necessity might require.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—3.15 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
dssistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

Smr: I have just received your dispatch of 2 p. m. by Captain
Bache. 8o far as I am concerned, all the movements are anticipated.
My left crosses the railroad, and my right rests temporarily at Ox
Ford, by a detached brigade, until General Burnside gets up. My
center is opposite Taylor’s Bridge, and I have three regiments across ;
am just walting for my artillery (which is very slow) to open, to see
if I can make a bridge-head over there. If you hear any firing, that
will be it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunieers.
[First indorsement.}

Hancock has three regiments across. I should think, from present
indications, Lee is going to hold the Pamunkey and South Anna.
Shall Hancock cross his whole force, if practicable ?

GEO. G. MEADE,
. Major-General.

(Second indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 23, 1864—4.15 p. m.
Major-General MEADE:

If Hancock can secure s crossing, he should do so. If, however, the
bulk of the enemy appears to be to the left of him, our cavalry should
picket well down, to see that no detachment of the enemy gets in on

our left.
U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—3.30 p. m.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral, Army of the Potomac :

Sir : The bridge at Taylor’s Bridge, if there was one there, is no
longer standing. The stream is a small one ; the water only about
12 inches deep, with a sandy bottom. The crossing-place 1s about
12 feet wide. A mnegro came in to-day ; left Hanover Junction yes-
terday at 4.20 p. m. ; says that the head of the enemy’s column
arrived there yesterday before he left.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864—4 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: It is now reported that the creek which the enemy’s
earth-works command is not the river, but that the river is 500 yards
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behind. They have strong earth-works there. The enemy are con-
stantly moving troops by brigades in full sight. I think the earth-
works can be taken between the creek and the river. I am waiting
for my artillery to open, but it takes some time to find positions for
it. Ihave a brigade across the creek now waiting for my artillery.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—4.20 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutang-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : A contraband has gust come in from across the river,
who states that all the enemy’s forces are stationed from opposite
here down to Hanover Junction ; that all the corps are there—Hill,
Longstreet, and Ewell, and General Lee; but that some of the
troops are moving to the right toward Richmond. I send you the

information for what it may be worth.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

The contraband reports that the river is about half a mile from
the creek ; that it can be easily forded ; that there is a bridge across
;tabout 25 yards wide. He says also that it is commanded by forti-

cations.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864—4.35 p. m.
General MEADE:

GENERAL : I have received by Captain Meade the dispatch* from
General Grant. 1 have not seen General Torbert for two hours. I
have sent to find him in order to instruct him according to the terms
of the dispatch, as I had done before. From present appearances
it looks as if no crossin% of the river can be forced here at present,
as all accounts agree that the enemy are in force, and there is a
creek between us and the river, with obstacles, to be passed—the
said obstacles consisting of batteries, with epaulements, as before
reported, and the same on the other side of the river. I have a
brigade across the creek, and am endeavoring to get my artillery to
open to enable them to take the works, but the country is so wooded
ztzind unknown, as well as little favorable for artillery, that it takes

me.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

[Indorsement.]
CARMEL CHURCH—4.35 P. M.

I send a dispatch from Warren with this. I have ordered Wright
down to Warren’s crossing.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

*See second indorsement, Grant to Meade, 4.15 p. m., p. 120.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864—7.50 p. m.
General WILLIAMS:
" GENERAL: Two brigades of Birney’s division assaulted the enemy’s
earth-work and rifle-pits which they held this side of the river and
behind a creek. The assault was a gallant one. The works were
carried ; the enemy were driven across the river with a small loss in
risoners. It is understood the pits were held by McLaws. Colonel
gan reports that he holds the bridge, so that he can cross. This is
probably true, but as the message came by an orderly, I do not re-
Fort it as absolutely true. Lieutenant Mackenzie, engineer, just
rom the front, reports that the above is correct.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D §. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—9.20 p. m.
General WILLIAMS :

Sir : The enemy appear to have fortified the position opposite me
some five months since. They have some half dozen strong de-
tached earth-works for'artillery well back from the river. The crest
of the hill they occupy in rear of these works is fringed with woods,
and if the enemy have rifle-pits now, they are just in the edge of the
woods. - The works I carried were this side of theriver. Ihold a posi-
tion close to and commanding the bridge, and may carry it to-night.
But if General Warren has crossed two divisions, as reported, it may
be better to hold this point, and cross most of the troops where War-
ren is, The positionIE hold in advance is well under the guns of the
redoubts mentioned, and there may be difficulty in advancing be-
yond this point. One division of my corps is east of the railroad,
the others on the west side. My picket-line is on the river, except
for a short distance near the railroad bridge. The enemy have no
men on this side of the river in my front now.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
_ WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 23, 1864—11 p. m.
(Received 12.30 a. m. 24th.)
Major-General HANCOCK :

Your dispatches of 7.50 and 9.20received. I infer from the latter
that you deem the crossing of the river in your front impracticable.
It is desirable you should cross there, but the attempt should not be
made unless, in your judgment, there is a reasonable degree of prob-
ability of success. e matter is, therefore, left to your discretion.
Should you conclude it imprudent to attempt, you will make your
arrangements to hold the gridge securely with the minimum force,
and hold the balance available, ready to cross at Ox Ford in case
Burnside can cross there, or where Warren has crossed. Should
you attempt to force a passage and require support, Burnside has
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been directed to furnish it on your application. In the same manner,
in case you do not attempt to cross and Burnside does, and wants as-

gistance, you will give it to him on his call. Advise me at the earli-

est moment of what you propose to do.
Respectfully, yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

 ORDERs.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
Near Miford, May 23, 1864—2.30 a. m.

The following is the order of march for to-day, May 23: At 5 a.
m. a force of cavalry under Brigadier-General Torbert will move
in the direction of Chesterfield, supported by a brigade of infant
from General Birney’s division, ang followej by the entire comman
in the following order: Third Division, Major-General Birney ;
Fourth Division, Brigadier-General Tyler ; Second Division, Briga-
dier-General Qibbon; First Division, Brigadier-General Barlow.
The chief of artillery will assign two batteries to each division. The
remainder of the artillery and the bridge train will move after the
First Division, which will furnish a rear guard of a brigade. The
ambulances and spring wagons will follow their divisions; other
wagons will follow the artillery and bridge train, and will move un-
der direction of Colonel Batchelder, chief quartermaster. Each
division commander will see that the intrenching tools used by his
command are properly repacked, and will send them to the train
near corps heagquarters. It is reported that roads can be found
other than the one laid down on the map, from Milford to Chester-
field, via Athens; otherwise, and unless special instructions are
given to the contrary, the command will move by the road. The
regiments of heavy artillery will move with their own division.
The Fifth Corps will be moving on our right flank, and the Ninth
Corps on their flank or in rear. General Torbert, commanding cav-
ahx', will endeavor to keep up communication with these commands,
and will have all roads on the flank of the column thoroughly exam-
ined and picketed. Corps headquarters during the morning will be
near the leading division. Unless the enemy are met before reach-
ing the North Anna the command will move to Chesterfield.

y command of Major-General Hancock :
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864—5.25 p. m.
General [G1BBON] :

(Jeneral Barlow’s skirmishers are across the river, and engaged,
whether with cavalry or infantry do not know. He is trying to
seize the road. General Birney is examining a ford higher up, but
will not cross at present view of things. He reports seeing rebel
infantry farther up. It is not supposed that this will affect the re-
sull of your operations. It looks as if Barlow had got the road. He
will cross with great caution regiment by regiment.

By command of Major-General Hancock :

F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864.
General BIRNEY : :

If possible keep your troops out of sight until we can develop
what the enemy is doing. A rebel column is seen passing down on
the other side. (Colonel Morgan says he has seen several Smusand.{
Colonel Tidball is looking for places to plant batteries, and Colone
M. says the best place is on the left, near the river road. There can
be no reason, however, why we may not hold the river bank as
well as the enemy. You will soon know what is possible. If you
can’t cross the river we will wait for orders.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HrADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
May 23, 1864—3.33 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK :

GENERAL: The First Brigade has crossed the creek, not river.
The river is some 500 yards farther, and behind it they have stron
earth-works. They are certainly moving troops by brigades in fu
sight. The small earth-work near the creek can be taken. Our
artillery does not open or co-operate.

D. B. BIRNEY,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—4.10 p. m.
Major-General BIRNEY :

Sir: The major-general commanding directs me to say that he
has directed Colonel Tidball to open as soon as possible. General
‘Warren writes two hours ago that he has crossed above by fording.
‘Whether it is the creek or the river, the major-general commanding
does not know.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

TELEGRAPH ROAD SIGNAL STATION,
May 23, 1864—1.30 p. m.
General WARREN: :

A small body of enemy’s infantry in position back of an embank-
ment along the south bank of river in front of Telegraph road. A
column of infantry and artillery moving rapidly toward our right,
about a mile in rear of river, apparently moving into position.
Infantry in position about a mile south of river.

" B. F. FISHER,
Captain and Signal Officer.
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JERICHO MILLs, May 23, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Major-General MEADE:

The enemy made no show of resistance at this point. My infantry
are fording. Pope’s cavalry will follow the first brigade. I do not
believe the enemy intends holding the North Anna. There is no
bridge here. I am fording. The point is about 2 miles due west
from the Telegraph road at Carmel Church.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

P. S.—I could have been over two hours sooner, but there was no
one who knew the place as a bridge, and I was taken toward the
bridge on the Telegraph road by a negro, who said he knew every
bridge on the river.

G. K. W.

I have informed General Hancock, and asked him to send word to
you if he knows where to. I fear this will be a long time reaching
ou.
! {Indorsement. ]

It a(i)iears from the within that Warren has crossed the river;
should he go on or only hold the crossing ? What should Wright
do ; cross after Warren or go to some point higher up ?
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—2.35 p. m.

Major-General WARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps:

Sir: I am now at Taylor’s Bridge, where the enemy have epaule-
ments and some batteries. My skirmishers are across, and I am just
pushing them forward a short distance. I am planting batteries,
to have a cover-fire, and if I think I can seize the crossing and estab-
lish a bridge-head, I will do so, although as I have no orders to cross,
Ishall not do so unless it appears pretty Elain. I also hold by a
brigade a crossing 11 miles to my right (the enemy have a batter
there) which I suppose you will relieve as I am extending to the left
across the railroad, my right resting ™n front of General Cutler’s
position (as I last saw it). I am picketing the river. The enem
appear to be in force, yet I doubt if they can prevent a crossing.
hear the whistles of the locomotives on the Virginia Central.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Jericho Mills, May 23, 1864—3.20 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS :

GENERAL : I took what I thought the right road from Harris’
Store. My general course was south 20 degrees east. I was driv-
ing back Rosser’s cavalry when I learned that General Hancock was
coming that way. I immediately turned off Griffin’s division to
this point, and we saved, the crossing. General Griffin’s division is
now over. He has advanced so that his sharpshooters cover the
railroad. He had a skirmish with some South Carolina infantry in
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doing so. The pontoon bridge is being laid, and General Crawford
is now fording. This is a ford that wagons cannot use, and the ap-
proaches are very bad each side. I think I can get all over here if
it is necessary with my usual train. A Erisoner just brought in
says Wilcox’s division is waiting for us behind the railroad. It is a
regiment of his sent out to feel us that Griffin drove back. There
is said to be a bridge 24 miles above here at Butler’s Mill. I will
send up and see what itis. Two of my squadrons went to Downer’s
Bridge, and T have not seen them since. Colonel Pope says some
one put them on picket duty along some road. I hope you will re-
member in any expectation of what my cavalry can accomplish,
that they must not Ee very great. I have sent you notes before of
anything that occurred, but I fear the messenger has had trouble in

finding you.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.
-IP. S.—1I send you a sketch from here down to Hancock’s crossing-
place.
G. K. W.
%

( e gaitesat\_ “‘:l.f\
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 23, 1864—3.20 p. m.
Major-General WARREN, :
Commanding Fifth Corps:
Your dispatch received. The major-general commanding directs
thfaft you pass your whole corps across t%\: river and intrench your-
self.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—The enemy are in front of Hancock and dispute the passage
of the river. A AH

JERICHO MILLS, May 23, 1864—4.15 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

I have two divisions across and my bridge most laid, my line a
mile out from the river. I am stjill of the Oﬁ)inion they are only
trying to delay us by holding the bridges. They gain time every-
where perhaps by the slowness of my crossing. The bridge that I
reported 24 miles above me, is the one I believe that leads down from
Chilesburg. I think General Wright should extend out and get
possession of that for the crossing of all the trains, if needed. ?r
advancing my corps I uncover I think all the bridges; but I shall
hardly be in good condition to do so till late.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Carmel Church, May 23, 1864,
Major-General WARREN :

Your train is parked here. What do you intend doing with it?
The head of Wright’s column will be here in half an hour. He was
pushed to take gost on your right, but now that you have crossed
the river, he is directed to take post on this bank to support you.
‘Wright will interpose between you and your train, unless it is got
out of the way, and will probably do so with his troops before you

can move it.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HeApQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
Jericho Mills, May 23, 1864—4.45 p. m.

General MEADE:

I parked my train on 1gul‘pose to get it out of the way of General
Wright’s troops. I shall not want much of it to-night, and if he
will Jet that part aﬁass after his troops so that the rations can be

issued it will be all I want.
G. K. WARREN,
Magjor-Qenerdl,
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May 23, 1864—4.45 p. m.
CoMMANDING OFFICER FirrH CORPS:

The commanding general considers it better that you should not
cross your train to-night. Wright’s head of column is not up yet,
but will start as soon as it arrives, and as your train has begun to

move it will be cut by his troops.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

May 23, 1864.
CoMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS:

‘We met your cavalry from Downer’s Bridge yesterday afternoon
between New Bethel Church and Madison’s Ordinary. Since then
nothing has been heard of them at these headquarters.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC, .
Carmel Church, May 23, 1864—6 p. m.
General WARREN ;'

I think it would be well if you could send down the river bank
and look for a road leading to Ox Ford, where General Burnside is
now moving to on Hancock’s right. The head of General Wright’s
column is just coming up, too late to send him to %sic] join in a move-
ment down the river. I have directed him to halt at the forks of the
road leading to you and the one to Butler’s Bridge. It will be dark
before he gets there. I question the expediency of crossing your
trains, for if the enemy 1s descending the Pamunkey and South
Anna, we shall probably have to move to the left to-morrow.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFrTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—7 p. m.
Major-General MEADE :

1 was attacked by Longstreet’s men about 6 o’clock. I have re-
pulsed them. The tight is, however, still going, but I have no doubt
we shall hold our own.

G. K. WARREN,

Major-Qeneral.

HEADQUARTERS FirtH ArRMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—8.45 p. m.

Major-General MEADE :

In my haste to send you some word during the row to-night I said
“ Longstreet’s men,” I should have said ‘“ Wilcox’s men.” 1 do not
know if more attacked us. Partof my extreme right was just going
into position when the enemy advanced, and receiving a considera-
ble fire, broke, but without much loss. I had to drive them back with
the artillery, which made so much noise. We have taken some
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prisoners and they reported the whole of Lee’s army about, which
made every part of the line feel nervous. 1 believe, however, from
examination, that the prisoners meant only that the whole army
was south of the river. Some of the prisoners said they thought we
were only cavalry. I will have my position quite secure by morn-
ing and everything in order.
Respectfully,
_ G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

May 23, 1864.
General HUMPHREYS :

‘We captured quite a number of prisoners. It will require day-
light befgre I can tell how much we or the enemy suffered. e
captured Colonel Brown, commanding McGowan’s brigade, and the
adjutant-general of Thomas’ brigade.

Respectfully,
¥ G. K. WARREN.

P. 8.—I inclose an order* showing they are putting everything in
the ranks
G. K. WARREN.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864—9.30 p. m.
Maj. Gen. G. K. WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

GENERAL : There is an island in front of me between me and the
river made by a small creek which I at first mistook for the river.
On this island the enemy had a redoubt, built some five months
since, and rifle-pits in connection. Behind this redoubt the bridge
leads across the river, and on their side of the river there are five or
six redoubts also said to have been built some months since ; these
command the island. This evening late two brigades of my troops
carried the redoubt and rifle-pits on the island under a galling and
continued musketry and artillery fire, and swept the enemy from the
island, taking a number of prisoners. I now hold the head of the
bridge and am intrenching. I hope to carry the other end of the
bridge to-night. I do not think, however, that this is a favorable
point for crossing the troops, as the enemy’s redoubts before spoken
of command the island or peninsula.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
INF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMmac,
May 23, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN: .
I congratulate you and your gallant corps for the handsome man-

ner in which you repulsed the enemy’s attack. I have directed Gen-

* Not found.

9 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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eral Wright to have his corps across by daylight to support you.
Hancock is ordered to force a passage at daylight with his corps and
Burnside’'s. Hancock reports driving the enemy across the river
and securing the bridge and passage. If you have an opportunity
with your own corps and Wright’s to attack to advantage, do so.

Respectfully, yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864.

Generals Crawford and Cutler will begin to move with the bat-
teries now with them at 5 a. m., General Cutler taking the road
south from Harris’ Store, and General Crawford following the Tele-
ﬁmﬁh road. General Crawford will come back on the main road

e has left. On reaching the junction of these two roads General
Cutler will take the lead if the route will not admit of both. Gen-
eral Griffin, with the remainder of the batteries, will follow General
Crawford. The engineers, with the troops and the pontoon train,
will follow General Griffin. The wagon train will follow the engi-
neer train. Colonel Kitching’s command will act as flank guard to
the train. The Maryland Brigade will bring up the rear as rear

uard. The cavalry, under Colonel Pcipe, will precede General
%rawford on the Telegraph road, Colonel Pope starting at 4.30 a. m.,
and will keep well in a.é)vance of the column, keeping the road as
near to the east of Hawkins’ Creek as can be foung. Commanders
of divisions and independent detachments and brigades will have
reveille sufficiently early to allow their commands to take their
places in the command assigned them, and be careful to prevent
straggling. The usual music calls may be had.

By command of Major-General Warren :

A.'S. MARVIN, Jr,,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—3.30 p. m.
General GRIFFIN : :

I intend to move your division this afternoon—I think out on the
road along the railroad opposite your right. I have not yet full
determined which road to take, but will let you know as soon as%
do. 1 give you this preliminary notice that you will have to move.
It is by orders from headquarters preparatory to an advance to-
morrow. General Meade’sqheadquarters have moved up here, and
I am getting all our trains across.

G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HeapQUARTERS FirsT DivisioN, FirrH CORPS,
May 23, 1864—9 p. m.
[General WARREN :]

GENERAL: A report reaches me from General Bartlett that Breck-
inridge has just come up to re-enforce, and is now on the ra.

o
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Prisoner says that a heavy force attacked us to-day. Colonel Brown,
Fourteenth South Carolina, says Norwood belongs to Thomas’ bri-
gade. I am anxious for tools.

CHAS. GRIFFIN,

Brigadier-General.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS FIrRsT DivisioN, FirrH CoRPS,
May 23, 1864
This division will be ready to move at 5 o'clock this morning, in
the following order: First, Second Brigade ; second, battery ; third,
First BHF e; fourth, two batteries; fifth, Third Brigade. Re-

K:gle be sounded at 4 o’clock. The usual music calls may be

By command of Brigadier-General Griffin :

C. B. MERVINE,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
’ May 23, 1864—1 p. m.
General CRAWFORD :

Bring your division back to the church, and take the road to where
General Griffin is. If the Second Corps is moving in the road, you
can leave your batteries where they are and come through the edge
of wood, keeping to the left of them.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERsS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—1 p. m.
General CUTLER :

Bring your division, after General Crawford’s. back to the church
and take the road to the left. If the Second Corﬂs occupy the road,
you can leave your batteries where they are and keep along the edge
of the woods. Leave word with the brigade you detached to rejoin
you when General Hancock relieves it. Pick up your detachment at
the church as you come along.

Respecttully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,

May 23, 1864,
[General G. K. WARREN :]

GENERAL : The enemy opened a battery toward night just opposite
my left Hlank, and which will enfilade my line. I am intrenching;
but it is very necessary to send the brigade which we sent to tge
right back again, or the line designated cannot be established. Op-
posite my left, where the enemy opened his first battery, he advanced
a line of skirmishers toward sundown. The rations of the men are
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out, and I desire to know when they can be obtained. The officer
will designate where I am. I beg that direetions be sent to the bat-
tery officers in regard to their fire. Colonel Hardin was knocked
from his horse and hurt, and my skirmish line on the left had to re-
tire, as the shells of our own batteries burst over them.

Very respectfully, S. W. CRAWFORD
I Bm‘gadier-Geﬁeml.

May 23, 1864.
General CRAWFORD :

I have directed your brigade to be sent to you as soon as I can
hear where it is. have plenty of re-enforcements for daybreak.
The batteries will be cautioned. Intrenching tools will come up as
soon as (General Wright clears the road of his troops, and so will ra-
tions. I wish you would be sure and send in your prisoners to me.
I send you one regiment of Cutler’s brigade.

G. K. ' WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—7.30 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

I sent a reconnaissance of cavalrﬂ and infantry this morning on
the road from Thornburg to Chilesburg. It has not yet been heard
from, but I am moving down the Telegraphroad on the route fol-
lowed by Fifth Corps yesterday. I have not yet been able to get
hold of our supplies, though I have had orderlies after them and the
orders have reached the commissaries. If anything can be done by
you in the way of directing the trains taken to join me I shall be
obliged. The orderly taking this is in search of the train, with in-
structions to the corps commissary. From the orders received last
night, I at first assumed I was not to move till the result of recon-
naissance was known, but, as there was some uncertainty in regard
to the intention of the order, I am moving, as before stated, without
waiting. This will probably bring me up against Warren very

soon.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SixTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—11.45 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff :

The head of my column is at Allen’s, about a mile beyond Dr.
Flippo’s, where I have brought up against Fifth Corps, and where
I find my supplies. I am doubling up and issuing, and as fast
as issues are made will move on. well and Longstreet both
reported to have passed here on Saturday evening and yesterday.
Road filled by them : Longstreet behind. Warren’s corps came up
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about half an hour after rear guard had liassed The first of these
troops are said to have gone to Chesterfield ; the last to Mount Car-
mel Church, on Teleg’rag} road, 1 mile this side of river. Hampton
dined at Welch’s, near Madison’s Ordinary, on Saturday. I have
sent forward to learn more of the roads and which one Warren
takes, and shall follow the one on his right if it runs this side of
Hawkins’ Creek. If it does not, I shall follow Warren unless other-
wise ordered. I have not been able to learn from citizens and ne-
groes, so far, of any such creek as Hawkins’.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS S1XTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864—7 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:
81R : General Warren expressly desiring it, and on account of the
heavy firing, I am bringing my corps to the vicinity of the cross-
ing. One division will be formed parallel to the rver, the other
making an angle facing nearly west to protect the flank. The third
to be left with trains according to original design.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
May 23, 1864.

The corps will move at once to the forks of the road, where one
branch leads to Beaver Dam Station and the other to Jericho
Bridge, thence south by roads reaching the [North] Anna, as near
to and east of Hawkins’ Creek as they can be found. The order of
march will be: First, Second Division ; second, First Division;
third, Third Division. The trains and artillery will move in par-
allel columns with the infantry, which will march on the right-
hand side of the road. One battery will report to Brigadier-General
Ricketts, who will detail a rear guard to march in rear of the en-
tire column, covering the trains and arresting stragglers. Major

 Forsyth’s cavalry will cover the right and rear.

'* By command of Major-General Wright :
: M. T. McMAHON,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

MayY 23, 1864—3 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:
The lieutenant-general commanding desires you to follow General
cock with your corps. The bearer will show you the road.

Very respectfully,
i 0. E. BABCOCK,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp,

eate
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Plain View, May 23, 1864—9 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Commanding Armies of the United Stales: -

General Willcox’s division is in position at Ox Ford, with pick-
ets connecting with General Hancock. We have not yet n
able to connect with the pickets of General Warren. General
Crittenden’s division is in the rear of General Willcox, and Gen-
eral Potter’s division, which came in & few moments ago, is placed
on the right hand side of the Telegraph road, in the rear of Gen-
eral Crittenden. My headquarters are immediately on the right
of General Potter’s division; it can be found by coming down
the Telegraph road about a quarter of a mile this side of Carmel
Church, at the end of the woods, then across the open space to the
right about 600 or 700 yards, to the only house in sight.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Near North Anna, May 23, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps :

GENERAL : Hold your corps as a reserve to re-enforce the Second
Corps (which is to force a_crossing of the Anna at daylight), or to
effect a crossing at Ox Ford, as may be deemed most advisable. Gen-
eral Hancock 1s directed to effect the crossing at New Bridge, and
has been authorized to call on you for such assistance as he may re-
quire, You will, therefore, if called on by him send all the assist-
ance he may ask for. If your troops are not required at New Bridge
get them as well in line in front of the ford and between you and the
enemy as possible, and effect a crossing if you can. You had better
see General Hancock or communicate with him to-night and ascer-
tain whether you can give the best support by crossing with him or
by operating over your present front. My headquarters will be
moved in the morning to Mount Carmel Church.

U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIrstT DIvisioN, NINTH CORPS,
May 23, 1864—3 a. m,
Lieutenant-Colonel RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Corps :

COLONEL : General Crittenden, who is asleep, desires me to report
in reply to General Burnside’s inquiry as to the bridge some 2 miles
in our front, that the division officer of the day, in accordance with
the instructions of the corps officer of the day, has posted a guard of
2 officers and 50 men over it.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. J. MILLS, 4
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,
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CIRCULAR.] Hpg@rs. 8ecoxp Div., NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Bethel Church, Va., May 23, 1864.
Commanders of brigades and batteries will have their commands in
readiness to move at 6 a. m, precisely. Trains will follow in rear of
- . the division. The Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers is detailed
a8 a rear guard of the command. The disgraceful laxity of all offi-
cers of the division in the matter of straggling has called forth the
severest animadversions at the headquarters of the army. All bri-
gade and regimental commanders will detail a sufficient rear guard
to prevent all straggling, who will use their bayonets freely, and if
necessary, shoot any straggler. No person will be permitted to fall
out without a written certificate of disability from a medical officer
or men detailed on necessary duty. Any person caught pillaging
will be summarily dealt with. The name of any officer found absent
from his command without authority will be taken, and he recom-
mended for dismissal. Commanding officers will be held responsible
for the strict enforcement of this order, which will be read at the
head of each regiment and battery before starting. The division
officer of the day, and the commander of the regiment detailed as a
rear guard will report at these headquarters for instructions at 6
a. m.
By command of Brigadier-General Potter:
SAML. WRIGHT,
Captain and Assistant Adjutanlt-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,

Near Bethel, Va., May 23, 1864.
Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps:
GENERAL : All organized troops not of your command, or specially
assigned to escort trains by General Meade, you will please send
forward to report to General Meade without delay. It is of the
test importance to get to the front every available mnan possible.
our command will be sufficient guard for trains.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 23, 1864—3 p. m,
Major KERWIN, Commanding Cavalry :

You will move with your command without delay to Bethel
Church and patrol the roads from that point to Moncure’s house,
and from Bethel Church to Milford. lgoncure's house is 14 miles
from Chesterfield.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

NEw BETHEL, VA., May 23, 1864—5 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE, Comdyg., Fredericksburg, Va.:

The work on railroad will cease, and all guards for railroad and tele-
graph drawn in. The six batteries Reserve Artillery, if convenient,
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send to Washington ; otherwise send them across with the garrison to
Port Royal. The garrison from Belle Plain may march direct from
there to Port Royal, with the other supplies. Port Royal must be

arrisoned and made our base with the least possible delay. Act in
the matter with the greatest dispatch.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant :

JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Moncure’s House, Va., May 23, 1864—4.15 p. m.

Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Commanding, &c., Fredericksburg, Va.:

GENERAL : Inclosed please find communication from Asst. Surg. Ed.
D. W, Breneman, relatin® to our wounded on the Wilderness battle-
field, and the treatment of officers by guerrillas, who attempt to look
after their welfare. You will send a sufficient number of wagons
and ambulances, with a competent force of infantry, and cavalry
and artillery, to drive away any force of the enemy that may be found
in the neighborhood of the hospitals at that place, and remove all
our wounded men from there to Fredericksburg. If necessary you
can order for this purpose some of the re-enforcements coming for-
ward, but it is thought you have force enough without this. Afttend
to this at once.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: .

JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

[Inclosure.]

FREDERICKSBURG, VA., May 22, 1864—11.30 p. m.

Brig. Gen. Joa~ A. RawLins, U. 8. Volunteers,
Chief of Staff to Lieutenant-General Grant, U. 8. Army :

GENERAL : I have the honor to report that I again proceeded to
the Confederate lines on the plank road, at a point near Parker’s
Store, this morning, with a flag of truce, and two unarmed orderlies,
for the purpose of learning the condition of our wounded and the
number in their hands, and was met by Capt. James C. Borden,
Company H, First North Carolina Cavalry, commanding the pick-
ets, by whom I was courteously received, and the desired informa-
tion obtained. Supplies were represented by a Confederate surgeon,
who accompanied the captain, as becoming scarce, but the patients
comfortable and well treated. I agreed to furnish supplies to-mor-
row, while a communication from your headquarters, under date of
18th instant, ¢ To the officer commanding the Confederate forces at
g;e Old Wilderness,” was transferred to be forwarded to General

e.

On my return, with the flag of truce flying, and when in the
neighborhood of Old Wilderness Tavern, on the turnpike, I was met
and halted by 6 men, dressed in Confederate uniform, fully armed,
who represented themselves as an ‘“ independent command of scouts”
acknowledging no authority. The flag of truce was disregarded,
my horse taken from me, person fully searched, official and private



e i cade
B « R SR L

Oeur. XLVIL) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 137

})apers and other articles removed, and after much insult and delay
was permitted to return to this point without further molestation.
Some of the official papers were returned. I deem it unquestion-
ably unsafe to forward supplies under existing circumstances, and
in consultation with Colonel Schriver, inspector-general, military

overnor, and Surg. Edward B. Dalton, U. 8. Volunteers, medical
sirector, they coincided. As I found these independent bands in
force between our lines and Wilderness Tavern bent on plunder of
whatever description, as one of the six met informed me, an armed
escort will subject the train to certain capture, while an unarmed
one will be useless to repel any attack that may be made by guer-
rillas before it could reach the enemy’s picket-line. I hasten to
represent these matters fully and properly, and await instructions
from your headquarters,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

%elc). D. V\y BRENEMAN,
Asst. Surg., U. S. Army., Flag of Truce Officer.

BeLLE PLAIN, May 23, 1864—2 p. m.
(Received 2.45 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

I have six batteries of Reserve Artillery here with their horses,
most of the latter in a bad condition, ordered here by General Burn-
side. Shall I send them to Washington or take them to Port Royal ?
I am making every exertion to get away from here and Fredericks-
burlf. HOfe to do so by to-morrow, and abandon both places for
Port Royal.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

_ MAY 23, 1864—5.28 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,
Belle Plain:

Reserve Artillery and broken-down artillery sent back from army
will be sent here to General Howe. Do not withdraw your forces
till all public property at Fredericksburg, Belle Plain, and railroad
is secured and embarked. Leave nothing to be plundered or de-
stroyed by the enemy, unless you have different orders from Gen-

eral Grant.
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Slaff.

BELLE PLAIN, May 23, 1864—S8 p. m.
(Received 8.50 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK :
General Grant’s telegram of to-day, 5 p. m., contains similar in-
structions as yours of same date as to d}zsposition of property and
removal of troops hence to Port Royal. The quartermaster tells me
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that the Reserve Artillery can be better shipped from Port Royal
for want of transportation here. A portion of it may be wanted for
the protection of that depot. General Grant directs that I withdraw
all guards. If I do so the telegraph between Pope’s Point and Port
Royal will be cut in less than six hours after the troops leave the
north side of the Rappahannock. This being the only line of tele-
graph between the army and Washington, I will leave a stron
guard of infantry and cavalry to protect it. This will also uarﬁ
the river from Port Royal to its mouth. Everything will be in
readiness to abandon Belle Plain to-morrow.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

e

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, May 23, 1864.
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR,
Washington, D. C.:

After abandoning this post troops will march overland to Port

Royal.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

FREDERICKSBURG, VA., May 23, 1864.
Captain ORR,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Dr. Dalton, medical director here, informs me that the transports,
with wounded, will leave here in all probability by 3 o’clock; one
and perhaps two may start before that time. The medical director
has received instructions from the Surgeon-General to remove all the
wounded by water. Therefore, at present, the cars cannot be used
for that purpose. The Surgeon-General has been asked to revise.

E. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General, Commanding.

May 23, 1864,
General AUGUR:
The Secretary thinks you had better go to Belle Plain to-night and
see that all public groperty at that place, Fredericksburg, and Aquia
railroad is removed before the troops are withdrawn, so that noth-

ing of value be left to be plundered by the enemy’s guerrillas. I
have directed General Abercrombie to send to General Howe the Re-
serve Artillery and artillery horses sent back from the army.
H. . W. HALLECE.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 23, 1864.
Col. E. SCHRIVER,
Fredericksburg :
The cars are ready now to take the sick and wounded, such as could
be transported, to Aquia Creek, by way of the Aquia Creek and Fred-
ericksburg Railroad, but if the barges are at %‘redericksburg, and
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capable of taking all the sick or wounded, they can go down by
water in preference, otherwise let them gv(i,dowu to Aquia, where
boats are in waiting to transport them to Washington. As soon as
I can get the Government property and prisoners from here I will
take up the line of march. IFe you have any empty wagons send
them down here for supplies. Advise me immediately of the fact
by telegraph or messenger, so that the commissary can remain to
load them, otherwise the supplies will go to Port Royal by boat.

Respectfully, &c.,
pee y J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Ta., May 23, 1864—12 m.

Col. E. SCHRIVER, Fredericksburg:

The following communication was received at these headquarters

this a. m. : .
HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
New Bethel Church, Va., May 22, 1824—7 p. m.
Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Commanding :

The road from Bowling Green to Fredericksburg is now uncovered, and it will
not be safe for anything to pass over it without escort. You will, therefore, permit
nothing to come forward from Fredericksburg, unless when troops are passing to
give the necessary protection.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

General Lockwood will be with you this day with a brigade. You
can consult with him if it is necessary to detain a portion for your

J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 23, 1864—5.30 p. m,

Col. E. SCHRIVER, Fredericksburg, Va.:

A train of fifty wagons started this a. m., guarded by Colonel
Talley’s regiment, 500 men, General Lockwood, with about 1,700
men, 18 en route to Fredericksburg. Orders from army headquarters
compel me to stop work on Aquia railroad and ship the rolling-stock
to Vg:.shington. Send the ammunition to Port Royal by water. I
will probably march with the troops by 12 noon to-morrow. Bat-
teries will probably march with the troops. Fifteen thousand
rations started at 1 p. m. to-day via Aquia railroad.

| .? . J ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding,

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Pluin, Va., May 23, 1864.
Col. E. SCHRIVER, ,
Fredericksburg :

Are there any wagons on the road for this place? Answer.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

m-'.-' P oo
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‘W ASHINGTON, May 23, 1864—2.40 p. m.
General BUTLER:

‘Wilson is absent. I answer for him that Gillmore’s nomination
is still pending before the Senate.
CHAS. SUMNER.

] May 23, 1864—12.30 p. m.
Brigadier-Generals ME1GS and BARNARD,
Via Fort Monroe :

General Grant has moved south to Milford Station and changed
his base of supplies to Port Royal. He says Lee has been re-enforced
by Pickett’s division and other troops from Richmond, and that
G‘;neral Butler’s force is not detaining 10,000 of the enemy. Your
report anxiously looked for. Water transportation for troops to the
Rappahannock should be prepared.

H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

BErRMUDA HUNDRED, VaA., May 23, 1864,
(Via Jamestown Island and Fort Monroe, Va.
Received 12.45 p. m. 24th.)
Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

‘We arrived here Sunday evening, too late to examine the position,
and so ascended in the night to Trent’s Reach to communicate with
Admiral Lee. He has asked for more gun-boats and says the navy
cannot remain above Deep Bottom and Turkey Bend if a determined
effort is made by rebels to occupy the shore at those points and cut
off supply of coal. He wishes the army to hold positions on the
north bank of the James at one or both tﬁose points. If reconnais-
sance shows this }iractica.ble we should recommend it, but if it is
not done the iron-clads could be supplied by hauling coal from the
Appomattox, and the wooden gun-boats be withdrawn,

(}Peneral Butler thinks he has evidence that eleven brigades of the
enemy are detained in front of him and estimated to number from
25,000 to 30,000. Has captured prisoners from ten brigades within the
last four days. On Friday evening captured General W. 5. Wal-
ker ; has his pocket-book with valuable memoranda showing his bri-

ade to number 4,100 men. Petersburg paper of 21st says that
three brigades attacked our pickets on Friday with loss of 600 men.
D. H. Hill commanded, and Beauregard was present. A deserter
from Ransom’s division came in to-day ; was at Plymouth and battles
near this place; says they have orders to hold the works they have
lately constructed in front of us to the last extremity, but does not
think they mean to attack. General Pickett went north about May
9, under a cloud for allowing himself to be surprised in this position.
General Butler is positive that within the last four days divisions
of Hoke, Ransom, ﬁﬁshrod Johnson, and Whiting have been before
him. We think it possible, however, that very recently, and since

gmij;%rce has been entirely on the defensive, rebel troops have gone
) .

v N Lgl
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The brigades mentioned by General Butler, as before him, are
Gracie’s, C%rse’s, Clingman’s, Hoke's, Walker's, Hunton's, Ransom’s,
Barton's, Hagood’s, Kemper’s, Martin’s. Wise is here also. Gen-
eral Butler’s ition is strong ; can be defended, when works are
complete, with 10,000 men, leaving 20,000 free to operate. We
think it already strong, and think if General Grant 1s engaged in
decisive operations that General Butler should not remain on the
defensive. We think that this force should not be diminished, and
that a skillful use of it will aid General Grant more than the num-
bers which might be drawn from here. Su{) lies of all kinds are
abundant ; the troops in good spirits. (General Weitzel has just been
made chief engineer to Cgenerai) Butler and advises and co-operates
heartily. We have not yet been able fully to post ourselves as to
the relations of the corps commanders but tﬂink the report of want
of harmony may be exaggerated, at least so far as General Smith is
concerned. We would prefer taking another occasion to speak on
this subject. Will remain here to-morrow continuing our investi-
gations and awaiting further orders. If it be desired to transfer
troops to General Grant the transportation is in the Potomac and
James. General Rucker and Colonel Biggs can send it here on be-

ing notified.
M. C. MEIGS,
uartermaster-General,
J. G. BARNARD,
Brigadier-General and Chief Engineer.

BerMUDA, May 23, 1864.

Colonel FULLER,
Chief Quartermaster:

Your dispatch about boats received. I send the Johnson to Point
of Rocks at once for General Meigs and horses. 'Will send another

steamer to be there at 2 p. m,
GEO. 8. DODGE,

Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

GENERAL BUTLER'Ss HEADQUARTERS,
May 23, 1861
Major-General GILLMORE :
Send immediately an approximate report of the effective strength
of your command.
R. S. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Indorsement.]

HeApQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CoRPS, May 23, 1864.
Discourtesy, it is hoped, was not intended by Major Davis in the
style and form of the above order. The report is sent under the
supposition it was not, and in the belief that General Butler wants

it.
- Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General,
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GILLMORE’S, May 23, 1864.
Major Davis: -
The tri-monthly return of the Tenth Corps, due on the 20th, will
be sent in to-day. The delay was in consequence of division returns
having to be returned for correction of errors traceable to the almost
incessant labor to which officers and men have been subjected re-
cently by the frequent movements of the command.
Very respectfully, .
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

GILLMORE’S, May 23, 1864—9.55 p. m.
General BUTLER :

Major Trumbull, First Connecticut Artillery, reports that from a
lookout on tree on our line, no guns can be seen on the battery on
our left which opened on us at 11 to-day, neither are there any troops
but pickets to be seen—no tents. No work going on as far along
their line as the open space in our front exten%s.

GILLMORE,

General.

7 GILLMORE’S, May 23, 1864—10.04 p. m.
(GGeneral BUTLER :

T would like to make a reconnaissance to-night if you have no

objections.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.
HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 23, 1864—12.30 a. m.
Captain SEALY,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:

(‘apTaIN: I have the honor to report that in addition to the details
received by me to-night at 6 o’clock, there are at work on the line of
the intrenchments about 300 or 400 men. The commanding officers
assure me that the men drop down in their tracks, and cannot work
any more.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SERRELL,
Colonel of Engineers, New York Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
Hatcher’s, Va., May 23, 1864—10.20 p. m.

Generals TERRY and AMES:

It is suspected that the enemy is diminishing his force. You will
cautiously shove out your pickets exactly at 11 o’clock this p. m.,
until you develop his picket-line. - ]

By order of Major-General Gillmore :

ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Capt., 47th New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.
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Hpers. THIRD DivisioN, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, May 23, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps :

COLONEL : In pursuance with instructions received from General
Gillmore to-night, the picket-line of this division was ordered to
move forward until it should develop the enemy. The line advanced
a short distance, and drawing the fire of the enemy, after a few
minutes, retired to its original position. This attempt not being
well followed up by the whole line, it was ordered to advance again,
which it did, drawing & heavier fire from the enemy than before.
Having ascertained that the force was sufficient to check our line, I
ordered the firing to cease, and the line to be occupied as before.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, A AMES

Brigadier-General.

HpQrs. THIRD DivisioN, TENTH Army CORPS,
Near Ware Botlom Church, Va., May 23, 1864,

Col. E. W. SmiTH,
Assistant Adjulant-General :

CoLONEL: An officer on picket night before last reports that the
enemy is putting up heavy works behind the woods in front of Bat-
tery No. 3; that he heard them spiking down platforms, &c., lead-
ing him to believe that mortars are being put into position. He also
regorts the sawing down of trees and tﬁe erection of four ot five
different batteries. He says he counted sume ten distinct regimental
bands of music (or field music) near and others more distaut.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
A. AMES,

Brigadier-General.

Hpgrs. THIRD D1visioN, TeNTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864,
Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff : .

CoLoNEL : I send you 4 officers who were on picket duty night
hefore last, and who failed to make their men stand to their posts
and discharge their duties. The men report that the order to retreat
was given. A part of the line, with a few officers, remained on the
original line all the time. Lieut. F. H. Davis, Fourth New Hamp-
shire Volunteers, came inside the intrenchments with 16 men. Licut.
D. Gile, Fourth New Hampshire Volunteers, came back to the in-
trenchments, was placed under arrest by Colonel Howell (so Colonel
Howell reports), but afterward made his escape and returned to the
picket-line. Caﬁ)tains Badger and Burleigh, of the same regiment,
are reported as having given the order to retreat. I send them to
you. I will state, for the information of the major-general com-
manding, that this was the second night this picket had been on.
When a new detail was made the brigade commander was of the
opinion that the picket then on was better able to perform the duties
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than any men in camp, since those in camp had been working durin
the day and previous night on the intrenchments, and were muc
fatigued. I am of the opinion that the above circumstance was no
justification for cowardice.

I have the houor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. AMES,
Brigadier-General.

P. S.—Lieutenant Gillpatrick, who was on picket at this time, and
who stood his ground, reports that he remonstrated with Captain
Badger in reference to the latter’s disposition of officers and men on
%he 1?icket-line, and that there was no necessity for the order to fall

ack.
Yours, &ec.,
A. AMES,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 23, 1864—10 p. m.
General SMITH :

Please report to me any information you have received from the
scouts you sent out or other sources as to the position of the enemy.
Generai Gillmore, at his own request, is about to make a recon-
naissance to-night in front of his line. Perhaps you might feel the
enemy on the road to the left at the same time.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

SMITH'S,
May 23, 1864—10.30 p. m.
General BUTLER:

Four of 7 scouts have returned. Two could not pass General
Gillmore’s lines on my pass. The other 2 report that they reached
the railroad between tlxl)e Junction and the burnt mill, and that it
is not yet repaired, but that parties were working on it from both
directions. One scout reports a field-work being thrown up on the
hill overlooking the burnt mill, but no works seen on the hills near
the Junction. The men were both ordered to report to you in the
morning, and I had intended to send this information to you before
this. I see no practicable good and much chance of ambuscade and
confusion to result from a night reconnaissance ; in addition to that
I should be almost certain in the darkness toleave dead and wounded
on the field. I shall, therefore, make no demonstration unless under

an order.
‘WM. F. SMITH,
Magjor-General.

MAy 23, 1864,
General WEITZEL :
Will you please ascertain the name of the officer of the picket that
connected with the colored vedettes on our extreme right on the
16th instant. It is very important to know his name, that I may
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t from him his report that he made to General Heckman about
the massing of troops during the night preceding, and also to attest
to the attack on the force in the building on our right.

WM. l% SMITH,

Major-General,

‘W asHINGTON, D. C., May 23, 1864,
Col. H. Bigags: : ‘

For God’s sake get my regiment mounted ; it is dismounted for

no offense. '
W. HOWARD KING,
Surgeon Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry,

- WasHINGTON, D. C., May 23, 1864.
Col. H. Bigas:
Have the general to request that Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cav-
alry, to which I am attached, be ordered to your command. Col.
W. H. Boyd commands. For his character refer to General W. F.

Smith.
W. HOWARD KING.
Surgeon Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
North Anna, May 24, 1864—8 a. m. (Received 5.30 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

The enemy have fallen back from North Anna; we are in pur-
suit. Negroes who have come in state that Lee is falling back to
Richmond. If this is the case, Butler’s forces will all be wanted
where they are. Notify him to hold Smith in readiness to be moved,
but to await further orders. I will probably know to-day if the
enemy intends standing behind South Anna.

U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenunt-General.,

WASHINGTON, May 24, 1564—8.20 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRaNT,
In the Field:

When I received your telegram of 8 a. m. yesterday,* I had pre-
pared orders to General Smith to join you with 20,000 men. enl-
eral Butler is now ordered to hold him in readiness to move. Iwish
everything was away from the south side of the James and with
you.” It would be much better. I do not like these divided com-
mands, with the enemy intervening. I would rather use them alto-
gether under your own eye.

H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

#* Reference is probaebly to Grant’s dispatch of 8 p. m. 22d, received by Halleck,
8a. m, 23d. See p. 77.
10 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT Il




146 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. {Caap. XLVIIL

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864—9.30 a. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT:

GENERAL: I find Warren holds down to Quarles’ Mills and Ford,
which is just above Burnside. Ihavedirected Warren to push Craw-
ford’s division down the river beyond Quarles’ Mills till he meets
some enemy, and uncovering Ox Ford if possible. It seems to me
Burnside might send up to Quarles’ Mills and cross a few there.
Crawford is directed to communicate with Burnside as he goesdown.
‘Will you inform Burnside of this,

. Respectfully,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC,
MEepicaL DIRECTOR’'S OFFICE,
May 24, 1864.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit to you the following report
of the number of wounded of the Army of the Potomac during the
present campaign, May 5 to May 22, 1864:

Number of wounded sent to Washington via Belle Plain .................. 15,148
Number of wounded remaining in Fredericksburg May 23................. 5,830
Number of wounded in Wilderness (about).......................coeeet. 600
B0 21,578
Number of officers.........ooiii ittt i e e e 851
Number of enlisted men ........... ittt iriraiinee e 20, 727
B 21,578

Number of wounded in—
Becond CorpB . ....coitiii it it i e 8,840
Fifth Corps ... ..o i it e et cieeaeans 6, 301
Sixth Corps. ..o ey e ieee e, b, 787
Cavalry COoTps ..ottt ittt a e e tei e e annernnanas 0
B 21,578

To the above total must be added the number of wounded of the
Cavalry Corps during the recent expedition, which number is not
yet known at this office. The number of wounded in the Ninth
Corps, so far as it can be estimated from the reports received from
the Fredericksburg hospitals, is about 3,500.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THS. A. McPARLIN,
Surgeon, U. S. Army, Medical Director.

ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864,
The wounded now with this army will be sent to Port Royal under
the direction of the chief quartermaster and medical director. As
far as practicable, empty wagons will be used for the purpose. Sur-
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geon Phe}fs, volunteer service, i;flaced in the immediate charge of
the wounded, and will be governed by such special instructions as he
may receive from the medical director. The trains from the sevéral
corps will rendezvous at the general supply train, now in the vicin-
ity of Milford Station. Corps commanders will detail such medical
officers and attendants, and provide such medical supplies as may be
required by their medical directors, and they will also furnish three
c{%yl's’ rations for their wounded. The rations will be cooked if pos-
gible.
By command of Major-General Meade:
8. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SpECIAL Onmms,} HpQRS. ARMY OF THE PoOTOMAC,
No. 143. May 24, 1864.
*x % * * % % %

4. The empty wagons about to be sent to Port Royal will be loaded
at that glace with their proper proportion of subsistence stores, un-
der such instructions as may be given by the chief commissary of
this army. An officer of the subsistence department from each corps
will accompany the empty wagons.

By command of Major-General Meade :

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

——

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—12.20 a, m.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : Your dispatch by Captain Cadwalader is received. I
do not, with my present information, consider it practicable to cross
here in force successfully, if the enemy hold their line in force.
Captain Mackenzie, who accompanies Captain Cadwalader, can give
you a full account of their works. General Birney now holds the
bridge entire—Taylor’s Bridge, on Telegraph road—and is building a
bridge-head on the other side. The approaches to the enemy’s posi-
tion from the bridge are entirely under the fire of the works of the
enemy. The river is fordable, though the banks are steep and im-
practicable. Ican hold the line with a comparatively small force,
and think it would be better to send most of the corps to a point
where a crossing has been effected, promising better results. The
railroad bridge has been fired, I am told, by the enemy, who hold
one end, while I hold the other. It is about 400 feet long. The
wo(;'k- General Birney took was surrounded by a moat about 8§ feet
wide.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
v il WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers,
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May [24], 1864—5 a. m.
[General WILLIAMS ?:] ‘ ‘

GENERAL: The enemy appear to hold the banks of the river
with a strong skirmish force of sharpshooters. It may be a matter
of considerable time and labor to get this corps across the river, as
it is a serious obstacle, from the depth of the stream, the nature of
its banks, and the wooded character of the country. General Craw-
ford might perhaps clear the bank of the river (as he is on the same
side) by moving along the bank with his skirmish line. A close
examination of the river shows the enemy’s line of battle to our
right as far as we have extended in that direction. 1 shall continue
to extend to the right until I find, if practicable, where their left is.
If I cross it will probably [be] toward old Court-House. I will com-
municate further with you as soon as I have completed the examina-
tion to the right. I think it doubtful if the crossing by the road
can be forced, as the road runs parallel and close to the river for
some hundred yards.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—6.30 a. m.
[General 8. WILLIAMS ?:] ,

GENERAL: I send you a statement of two negroes who crossed the
river on a log at the railroad bridge at 11 p. m. yesterday. I send
the negroes to your headquarters, as they afppear tobe willing to give
information. I do not know the value of it. The railroad bridge
was set on fire yesterday evening. They had prepared for burning
before we arrived here. 1t was burned, although we held this end of
it. I had deemed it totally impracticable to cross at the railyxoad
bridge yesterday evening, as the artillery and infantry of the enemy
protected it completely. Although the enemy have two guns this
morning firing from my right at my line on the island, I (fo not be-
lieve they are in strong force. I will soon ascertain. They have
some infantry, however, and their sharpshooters are at work.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

[Inclosure.]

Negro says : Left other side of river at 11 p. m. last night. The
enemy—(QGordon’s division—were encamped about 1} miles from the
railroad bridge and were intrenching, but received marching orders
about 10 p. m. and ceased working at their rifle-pits and marched
off in the direction of Hanover Junction. Does not know whether
the enemy have left redoubts ogposite General Birney’s front or not.
It is 24 miles from the railroad bridge to Hanover Junction. Says
that his master, Major Doswell, has gone to Richmond, by the ad-
vice of General Gordon, who told Major Doswell that the Union
army would cross to-day, and that he ((Fordon) was going to march
to Richmond at once. Says that the enemy have long wagon trains
aﬁound Hanover Junction, and that they are fighting fo protect
them,
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Respectfully referred.

I have seen the negroes, and think from what they say the enemy
has fallen back beyond the South Anna. There are no pickets below
the railroad bridge. Warren was advancing his skirmish line when
last heard from without opposition. There are a few guns yet in
front of Hancock and Burnside. The negroes say there is a good
ford (Quarles’) between Warren and Burnside. I have sent the
negro with an officer to Burnside to give him this information, and
sugtgesting his crossing at this ford if opposed at Ox Ford. I shall

o from here to Warren’s trains. Just came from Hancock. Sheri-

n reports this side of the Pamunkey, near Dunkirk. The officer
says he is out of forage and horses tired. Had he not better come
to the train and feed and rest ?

’ GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

May 24, 1864.
Major-General HANCOCK :

GENRRAL : The enemy have a skirmish line in the edge of woods
back of the river. Their earth-works do not appear to be occupied
unless by a very few men. I cannot see any. (General Birney’s
skirmish line is now advancing, and I suppose twenty minutes or
half an hour will develop the matter. I think within that time Gen-
eral Birney will occupy the redoubt nearest his line. General Burn-
side has not opened on the battery in his front, which fires at

General Birney’s line.
C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—9 a. m. (Received 9.15 a. m.)
(General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Polomac:
(ENERAL : I send you a note from General Gibbon. General
Birney is %ushing his skirmish line at the same time. I shall very
soon able to tell whether we can get into their works. They
show no force except sharpshooters in their works, but there is a
skirmish line in the edge of the woods behind.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK, -
Major-General of Volunleers.

{Inclosure.]

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 24, 1864—8 a. m.
Major-General HANCOCK : )

GENERAL : I have skirmishers across, and they are now advanc-
ing ; one or two shotshave been fired. From all appearances, I have
nothing in my front but a few scattering men. have seen them
retiring in squads of five or six. The river is not fordable anywhere
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in this vicinity, and the banks are steep and mirg. I have built a
rough bridge by felling trees, and we command the other bank, so
that we can throw a bridge at any practicable point in my front.

Respectfully,
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-GQeneral.

All the firing you hear dbwn this way is from General Birney’s

men, though I do not know what it is at, and hear no reply. I @

[Indorsement.)]

My firing is at the enemy, and is replied to. I am advancing on
the redoubt in my front. B B
D. B. B.

Major-Generdl.

) HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864—9 a. m.
General WiLLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL : General Gibbon’s skirmishers are in the enemy’s
works on the left of the railroad, without much opposition. I shall
at once press troops forward to occupy the works, if possible, so as
to be rIeady to move on. seall bedi
am, sir, very respec y, your obedient servant,
. oy yWINF’D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding Second Corps.

Please give me any orders you may have.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Maggjor-Qeneral, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—9.15 a. m. (Reéceived 9.45 a. m.)
General WILLIAMS, .
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : Our troops have got possession of the enemy’s first
earth-work about the crest, and neral Mott’s brigade is now
moving into it to hold-it. The enemy have four sl'ghns at work. I
don’t know whether it is horse artillery or not. ey fire on my
line from the front of General Burnside, but I have requested him,

if possible, to prevent it.
WINF’'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunieers.

HeADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864—10.40 a. m.
General WiLLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: I have just notified General Burnside that I would
send a brigade up the river to take two guns that are annoying me,
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and to clear his front, so that he may cross all his force. I am cross-
ing my troops ragidly, and to facilitate the matter am throwing a
ntoon bridge by the railroad. At present, the enemy have in
irney’s front a line of works with the right well thrown back.
They showed six guns just now, which we silenced.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoroMac,
May 24, 1864—10.45 a. m.
Major-General HaNcock,
Commanding Second Corps:

I am directed by Major-General Meade to say that he has ordered
a division of the Fifth Corps to move down the river and open the
ford in front of the Ninth Corps, so that that corps can cross at once
and take its place in the line.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[MaY 24, 1864.]
Colonel MILES :

You need not advance to the point indicated. You may for the
present hold a position beyond the picket-lines and await develop-
ments, protectinﬁfwell your left flank. I fear you will run into the

_division of the Fifth Corps. Send this to General Barlow, who will

please return it to me. :
Respectfully, '

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—11.05 a. m. (Received 12.55 p. m.)
Brig. Gen. S. WiLLIAMS, :
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Thereis a good deal of picket-firing on my front, nearer
to my right, where my skirmishers press them. I don’t know that
it indicates ansﬁhing of importance. On the left General Gibbon
advanced his skirmishers lf miles beyond the railroad, when a line
of skirmishers from a rifle-pit fired a volley, and checked them.
Our troops are nearly all across. The artillery is crossing. The
crossing at my permanent bridge is not very saf}; until that battery
in front of General Burnside is silenced, as all my troops crossing at
that bridge are fired on, though in each case- my guns silence them
after a time. I have two pontoon bridges established just below the
railroad. I have just returned from the front. VS;e are making
everything as secure as possible.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Magjor-Qeneral of Volunieers.
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HeaDQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864—11.45 a. m.
Brig. Gen. S. WiLLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Polomac :
GENERAL : My brigade has just advanced up the river, but IThave
directed it to be stopped, as it may prevent the Fifth Corps division

and it firing into each other.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-Qeneral, Commanding Second Corps.

May 24, 1864—1.30 p. m.
CoMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS:

The major-general commanding directs that when you have crossed
the river and advanced so far as to admit of your trains following,
that you cross them, and be prepared to move early to-morrow
morning. The route you will take passes through the Junction, then
along the east side of the Fredericksburg raiiroad, until after cross-
ing Little River and entering a road that crosses the South Anna at
South Anna bridge, not far from the crossing of the Virginia Cen-
tral Railroad ; where the route just designated crosses Little River,
the South Anna approaches the former within three-fourths of a
mile. The route just indicated may be modified so that you will
cross the South Anna just east of the crossing of the Fredericksburg
road. Ggneral Burnside will take the route from Ox Ford to Ander-
son’s Tavern, thence along the Central railroad to the point where

our route intersects it, and then south on the west side of the
redericksburg railroad through Taylorsville Station, crossing the
South Anna at Ellett’s Mill, west of the Fredericksburg r:;froad

crossing.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—4 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

GENERAL : I send a dispatch just received from General Gibbon,
who is on m?' left (on the left of the railroad). The prisoners taken
report Ewell’s corps in our front. Another man, who came in on
the right of my line, belongs to a division of Longstreet’s corps,
Some time ago it was reported to me that in front of my line could
be seen some wagons passing to the right. I have sent out a com-
mand in that direction the distance of more than a mile. My skir-
mishers there are pretty hotly en%f.ged. The enemy seem to have a
line of works there—perhaps nothing more than rifle-pits—with a
line of battle in it; probably a continuation of the line that Colonel
Smyth struck. I shall direct General Barlow to attack it, to see

what is there.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
: May 24, 1864—3.15 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :
GENERAL : Colonel Smyth has just charged. and taken possession
of aline of the enemy’s breast-works, and captured several prisoners.
%OHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General.

Prisoners report Ewell’s corps in our front. i G

HEADQUARTERs SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864—5.10 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac ;

I have f‘ust taken a prisoner from Field’s division. He was on the
skirmish line; says the line of battle was about 250 yards behind.
That the enemy are in strong force is probable; as we meet them in
works all along our front some distance out. I shall make an ad-
vance of a division in a few minutes, and will support it, if neces-

" Your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—5.20 p. m.
Col. J. C. TIiDBALL,
Chief of Artillery:

Co1LoNEL : The major-general commanding directs that you take
your batteries across the river, except such as may be in useful posi-
tions ; also that such as you do not at present glace in position you
will screen behind the crest. The feneral also desires to see you.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. ‘WM. R. DRIVER,
Acting Assistant Adjutani-General,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,

. May 24, 1864—6.30 p. m,

General 8. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

GENERAL : The enemy are making a strong attack down the rail-
road, particularly on Gibbon. Barlow is now going in on his right.
It 1ooks to me as if the enemy had a similar line to that on the Po,
with the salient resting opposite to Burnside, and their right, so far
as we are concerned, thrown back toward Hanover Junction.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—7.30 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS:

GENERAL: Our lines have been materially advanced, developing
the enemy’s line, which is intrenched, as usual. I have ordered my
trains to cross over behind my lines. General Burnside’s line is now
connecting on my right, but I am going to advance my right, as ;13'
left is well forward, and I have no doubt General Burnside will ad-
vance at the same time. My headquarters will be at the Chandler
house, on the Telegra.ﬁh road, at the position we assaulted yesterday.

y

Very respectfu
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-GQeneral.

b

P. S.—I should like my left rear protected by some cavalry, as
there are some points in that direction which command it.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864—9.50 p. m. (Received 1.45 a. m. 25th.)

Major-Geeneral HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

GENERAL: I am directed to acknowledge your dispatch of 7.30
p. m. The commanding general wishes you to advance as much as
gou can with security to yourself, so as to envelop as much as possi-

le of the enemy’s line, and thus develop his position. Your right
will connect with General Burnside. The ﬁenera,l desires that you
will watch carefully your left flank and hold some troops in readi-
ness to strengthen 1t, should it be seriously threatened. The troops
on our right will be thrown forward so as to develop the left of the
enemy’s line. General Torbert has been instructed to send you a
small detachment of good cavalry to protect your left rear, as re-
quested.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—9.20 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE :

GENERAL: My right extends to a house a short distance to the
right of the Telegraph road. If you will extend thence to the river,
the line will be complete. I +have notified General Potter to that
effect. I have thrown my right forward while my left is advanced a
mile. My line is nearly parallel to the enemy’s line of works. Idid
extend to the river, but General Potter relieved my line from the
Telegr%ph road ; but one division is not sufficient.

ery respectfuny, WINF'D S. HANCOCK
) Major-Gen,eTal.
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HrADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—10.20 p. m.
Major-General HaNCOCK :

GENERAL : Your dispatch of 9.20 is just received. I intended to
have sent General Willcox across the river this evening, but just at
dark I learned of quite a serious repulse of a portion of General
Crittenden’s force, that had crossed the river at the upper ford to
join General Crawford. This force attempted to come down on the
opposite side to connect with General Potter. They got close down
to the enemy’s works and the battery, when they were met by an
overwhelming force and driven back with a loss of some 600 kiﬁed
wounded, an missing. As it now stands, Generals Crittenden an
Crawford are cut off from both you and Warren, and also from this
side of the river, except by a deep rocky ford.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864,
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL : The latest information I have leads me to believe that
a large force, if not the whole of Lee’s army, isin our front. Ihave
advanced my lines considerably to-day, especially on the left, which
rests near Doswell’s house. General Gibbon had quite an engage-
ment to maintain the }iosition. My left rests nearly on the river,
which bends considerably to the right. I proposed to attack to-night,
but the line I advanced developed such a strong position that the
division commander (Barlow), doubtful of his ability to carry it,
and General Gibbon, desired assistance at the same time, I am in-
trenching my advanced position, which is in close proximity to their
intrenched line. General Burnside ought to hold from my right to
the river to cover the bridge. My right extends, say, 300 yards west
of the Telegraph road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-Qeneral of Volunteers.

[Indorsement.]

I have directed General Burnside to retain Willcox where he is
(or north side of the river, covering Ox Ford) for the night, and to
get his bridge over to Crittenden and Crawford. Potter’s division
1s now with Hancock, and he can direct him as he ]1519. (}g%nz II)\Te’?‘t'

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864—11.15 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK,
.Commanding Second Corps:
The major-general commanding directs me to say that he does not
t you to do more than intrench in your present position, and
hold it against the enemy. General Potter’s division is under your
orders, and will form your right flank. General Warren is directed
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to move at 4 a. m. to-morrow and envelop the enemy’s line, Critten-
den’s division forming his left flank. A bridge will be thrown at

his left flank. : ,
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Magor-General and Chief of Slaff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND D1vISION,
May 24, 1864—12.05 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :

(GENERAL : All my infantry is across and in position with a strong
skirmish line out. Some few shots are being fired. The artillery
will cross as soon as the pontoon bridge is completed. I have with-
drawn the pickets I had out on my left, on this side the river.

Respectfully,
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General of Vols., Comdg. Division.

HEeADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—9.35 a. m.
Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Division: -«

GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs that you press
your troops forward to occupy the front line of earth-works and get
ready to push on at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A, WALKER,
Assistant Adjutani-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—10.30 a. m.
(General BIRNEY,
Commanding Division :

GENERAL: I wish you to send a brigade up toward the right to
clear out, and if ible take those two guns that are annoyinlg
you, and to clear General Burnside's front, who seems to be unable
- to cross. I have notified General Burnside to that effect. If you are
unable to furnish the troops send word to (General Barlow, whom I
have directed, if necessary, to send a brigade for that purpose. Let
it be done as exFeditiously as possible in order that we may be able
to mass all our troops on the river without delay.

Very respectfully,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Magjor-General, Commanding.

CHANDLER’S HOUSE 81GNAL STATION,
May 24, 1864—10.30 a. m.
General MorTT:
Pierce with his brigade is ordered to report to you immediately.
Gibbon has crossed and is coming up on your left. The division

will cross immediately.
BIRNEY,
General
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CHANDLER’S HOUSE, May 24, 1864—10.45 a. m.
General MoTT :
Do you want a battery inthat redoubt ?
BIRNEY,
General,

REDOUBT, May 24, 1864—10.55 a. m.
General BIRNEY :

Please send a section over.
MOTT,
General.

——

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,

May 24, 1864—6 a. m.
Major-General MEADE :

Two of General Wright’s divisions are across and in reserve. My
skirmishers are pushing out, and find no enemy so far. It is re-
ported from both my flanks that they have passed the hasty breast-
works built by the enemy yesterday. We are picking up prisoners.
General Crawford has sent me one from Heth’s division. e have
them, I believe, from all the brigades of Wilcox’s division. The
bad approaches, and the night, the tired condition of the men, and
the making of breast-works, somewhat retarded the issuing of
rations, ang some small portion of the command have not yet been
supplied. They will be now very soon, as General Wright’s troops
are about out of the way now.

I shall keep feeling out till I develop the enemy’s position, if he is
about. I have no rations for Colonel Pope’s command, and I di-
rected him to report back with what he had here, so that he can go
to the supply train and find the rest of his command. Colonel Pope
exerts himself very earnestly, but his command is a very poor one.
The part I sent out to watch my right flank came in without orders,
and it was somewhat ‘owing to this circumstance that the enemy got
close up before we knew it, in that direction, or were fully prepared
to meet it. My trust in this cavalry was then an injury to me. I
have had at all times great difficulty in getting them in advance of
the infantry whenever we take up a position, even when there is no
enemy apparent, and though I don’t wish to be finding fault I had
almost as leave not have them. My escort is very good and efficient.

Respectfull ours
PocHys yours, G. X. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—7.30 a. m.
Major-Gieneral MEADE :

My skirmish line has gone far out in every direction. Have pos-
seesion of the wagon road beyond the railroad. Prisoners say the
all fell back beyond last night from 10 to 12 o’clock. Dr. Charles J.
Terrell came down the road from 2 miles this side of Beaver Dam,
and rode into our lines. He says there is no enemy of ours in that
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direction. He says that his family is very sick, and that he is
attending to a number of patients in his neighborhood. I do not
doubt his story, but having come into our lines, I do no not think
I should let him go, and send him direct to you.

Respectfully,
PRy G. K. WARREN,
Magjor-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864—8 a. m.
General WARREN :

I send you some cavalry, reported by Torbert as reliable, to push
out and feel for the enemy. Two negroes who left this morning,
crossing below railroad bridge, say there were no pickets there, and
that the enemy left Hanover Junction last night, taking the Rich-
mond road. They still show a force in front of Hancock and Burn-
side, but impossible to tell whether it is cavalry or not. Some few
pieces of artillery visible. Burnside is about attempting to_cross,
and thinks he W!IY}. be able to do so. I send you this information for
your guidance. Push out as far as you can, and send us informa-
tion as soon as received.

Yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General,

Hp@Rrs. CAVALRY DETACHMENT, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

May 24, 1864.
Major-General W ARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps :

GENERAL : General Meade wishes me to send you some cavalry,
which will go in your front, and patrol to the right and left. I
think you can depend on these men. General Meade did not sa
how long they should stay with you, so as soon as you get throug
with them please order them to report back to me.

Very respectfully, &c.,
A. T. A, TORBERT,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

May 24, 1864—8.30 a. m.
Major-General MEADE :

My infantry have gone well out. 1 directed General Crawford
some time ago to push a regiment down the bank of the river
to connect with f:G(enemlﬁ;lBulxl'nsidf;i) and Hancock. 1 ha.vgt founil no
enemy yet. A few cava ave been seen urging up glers.
Ma.joxy" ﬁoebling has beell;y over a mile across the railr(% near
Noel’s Station. Some good cavalry would, I think, be of much
service.

Respectfully,
: G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,
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MAay 24, 1864—1 p. m.
CoMMANDING OFFICER FIFrH CORPS :

The ma.'or-ieneral commanding desires you to stretch out on a
road to gout Anna s0 a8 to cross that river early to-morrow
morning. He desires you to send out reconnoitering parties to
find a route for your co to-morrow, avoiding the road from
Anderson’s Tavern to the Junction or to Taylorsville, which roads
will be used by other corps. Anderson’s Tavern is where the road
from Ox Ford intersects the Virginia Central Railroad. General
Wright is ordered to cross his trains, and be prepared to follow

you to-morrow morning.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864—2 p. m,
Major-General W ARREN :

Have you heard anything from Crawford, and how far has he
progressed ? Burnside still has somebody in front of him. Han-
cock has crossed nearly his whole corps ; his skirmishers in front
exchanging shots. Q@riffin, on his left, advanced a mile beyond
the crossing, when his skirmishers were fired upon by the enemy’s
skirmishers in rifle-pits. This shows that somebody is still about,
and it is desirable to open Burnside’s crossing.

Yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Magjor-General,

HeADQUARTERS FrerH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—2.45 [p. m.]
Major-General MEADE :

General Crawford has opened the ford to General Burnside
without opposition. He struck the enemy’s skirmishers on his
right and finds breast-works there. (General Crawford is aloalg
- the road from Ox Ford south, but not extending to the railroad.
The caval.rﬁoreport they have come against the enemy’s cavalry,
showing a bold front, and I have heard cannon fired at them. I
have sent an officer to get the exact position of the cavalry, and
sent word to Crawford to develop the enemy’s front to his right and
connect with our cavalry if he can. _The country Crawford has
moved through is very difficult. Ox Ford is a bad one. General
Crittenden began to cross before Major Roebling left, about 1.30
p. m. ; it will take sore time for him to get over. Artiilery cannot
use the ford. It is piney woods out a mile from the river at the
ford, then the country is open. I send you a sketch* to look at;
I would like to have 1t sent back, and then I will add more to it.
I do not stop to make a copy.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

* Not found.
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HEADQUARTERS FirtH ArMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—11 p. m.
Major DUANE :

I have not any report from Crawford or Russell that their pick-
ets connect, but I learn from what I believe reliable sources that
they do. Major Roebling says Quarles’ Ford is about half a mile
above where (llrittenden 1s, and that the ford was reported by a
signal officer who crossed it as good for artillery. You can show
this to General Meade if he is up yet. .

G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
May 24, 1864—11 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps :

The major-general commanding directs that you move your corps
at 4 a. m. to-morrow, and take Position enveloping the enemy’s
line. You will have Crittenden’s division, of the Ninth Corps,
now in position, for your left flank. General Wright is directed
to move after you, and take post on your right and rear to protect

that flank.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Maogjor-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—Major Duane is ordered to throw a bridge across the
river as close to your left flank as practicable, and make good ap-
proaches to it. A AH

May 24, 1864—5.30 a. m.
General GRIFFIN :

GENERAL: My skirmish line has advanced beyond the rifle-pits
dug by the enemy during the night. I cannot advance farther with-
out support from your line.

ours, truly,
CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS F1FTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN,
Commanding First Division :

GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs me to say that
the enemy seem to have retired on the right and left, and he wishes
you to ‘})ush forward Your skirmishers at least a half a mile. °

ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. M. MORGAN,
Captain and Assistunt Adjutant-Qeneral.
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May 24, 1864—3.30 p. m.

General GRIFFIN: :

I intend to move your division this afternoon, I think out on th
road along the railroad opposite your right. I have not yet full
determined which road to take, but will let you know as soon as
do. 1 give you this preliminary notice that you will have to move.
It is by orders from headquarters preparatory to an advance to-
morrow. General Meade's headquarters have moved up here, and
I am getting all our train around.

G&. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HeADQUARTERS FirrH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—5 p. m.
General GRIFFIN :
I wish you would move your column out to Noel's Turnout.
Major Roebling will go with you. You can have what artillery
you wish. Camp there to-night prepared to move early in the morn-

mg.
g. " G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Voluniteers.

HEADQUARTERs FirTH ARMY CORPS,

May 24, 1864—11 p. m.
General GRIFFIN: ~
I wish you to move your command down the road along the rail-
road toward the Junction to-morrow at 4 a. m. till you find the
enemy in position in force. Lieutenant-Colonel Hammond with his
cavalry will watch your flank and rear and act with you. I shall
move out with General Cutler’s division to take place on Crawford’s
right, and you will then come in position on Cutler’s right. The
object is to develop the position of the enemy. You may be an-
noyed b%vthe enemy’s cavalry in the direction from Little River.
General Wright is to move a force out upon Kour right after you get
into position. Support well your right flank till he comes up. If

the enemy is in full force intrenched it is not designed to assault.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

P. 8.—Send the accompanying order to Lieutenant-Colonel Ham-
mond, commanding the cavalry near you. G K

ORDERS. ] Hpqrs. FirsT DivisioN, FirTH Cores,
May 24, 1864.
Brigade commanders are directed to be prepared for an early
move to-morrow ; also to be prepared for a surprise during the
night, as the enemy are reported to be on our front.
%y command of Brigadier-General Griffin :
C. B. MERVINE;,
Assistant Adjant-General.
11 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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May 24, 1864.
Major-General WARREN : ‘

GENERAL: My picket-line is advancing as the enemy seems to
have retired his own during the night. % send a prisoner to you
who seems to give reliable information as to the numbers and com-
position of the enemy’s forces. -

Very respectfully, 8. W. CRAWFORD
" " Brigadier-Generdl.

MayY 24, 1864—5.30 a. m.
General WARREN,
Commanding :
GENERAL : My line has advanced beyond the rifle-pits dug last
night l{y the enemy. Shall I go on?
ery respectfully,
8. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General,

MAyY 24, 1864—7 a. m.
Major-General WARREN, _
Commanding Fifth Corps :
GENERAL: My line is a quarter of a mile beyond the railroad, on
a road parallel with it. 1 have over 30 prisoners, among whom are
a captain and lieutenant. They report that the enemy moved to our
left early this morning, and that they are fortifying about 24 miles
from here. QGriffin cannot connect with me.

Very respectfully,
S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

MAY 24, 1864—7.30 a. m.
General CRAWFORD :

Never mind connection with General Griffin; move out a small
detachment as far as you think it safe. Move a regiment straight
along the bank of the river down stream to connect with General
Hancock. 1t maz be 24 miles off. If they should be attacked with
more force than they can attend to, they can return or cross to the
other side of the river. Tell the commander to be careful and not
mistake our troops for the enemy when he approaches them.,

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS FirtH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—9.30 a.m.
General CRAWFORD :
Take your whole division and move down the bank of the river
toward Hancock. There is some cavalry in his front at least. If
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that is all, then force them ; they will clear out. Communicate
across at Quarles’ Ford with General Burnside. Major Roebling
will go with you.
Respectfully, yours,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

I will send other troops to take your line while you are gone.
G. K. WA%REN.

HpqQrs. THiRD DivisioN, FIFTH ArRMY CORPS,

May 24, 1864—1 p. m.
[General G. K. WARREN :]

GENERAL : I have arrived at Quarles’ Mills and Ford. It is a sort
of falls, but infantry can easily cross. I communicated with Gen-
eral Burnside, and he has sent Crittenden’s division, which is now
crossing. The enemy’s skirmishers have been in my front, as I ad-
vanced. Major Van Buren, of General Burnside’s staff, reports the
enemy strongly intrenched. The enemy does not yet know of our
moven%trant. tfull

ery respectfully,
8. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—2.15 p. m.
General CRAWFORD : -

You need not advance farther ; extend your skirmishers out to-
ward the railroad and see if you can connect with our cavalry. I
gsent a regiment down the railroad just after you left here. Try and
develop in this way as much of the enemy’s front as {1011 can, per-
pendicular to the river. If you hear firing on your right it will be
caused by our cavalry.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HpQrs. THIRD Di1visioN, FirrH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—2.30 p. m.
General WARREN:

GENERAL: I find from the residents that we are at Waltham’s
Mill (now destroyed), and that Quarles’ Ford is about 1 mile above
us. The enemy advanced his skirmishers on my right, but they
were driven in. He is evidently making new dispositions. Burn-

_side has just ordered Crittenden to face the force opposite Willcox,
who is at Ox Ford. A large proportion of Crittenden’s force is
dismounted riflemen. I fear lest communication with you on this
side the river be cut off,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

here is yet one brigade of this division to cross.
Therelsy 8 v S. W. CRAWFORD.
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May 24, 1864—5 p. m.
General CRAWFORD : ‘
I have sent Eustis’ brigade out to open communication with you.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ArRMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—11 p. m.
General CRAWFORD :

I wish you would have your command under motion at 4 to-mor-
row morning and push out a force if possible along the road toward
the railroad, so as to take position on the right of General Critten-
den, facing the enemy’s main line, and I shall move the rest of the
corps down on your right.

Respectfully, yours, &ec.,
' G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Hp@rs. FourTH DivisioN, Firre ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864.
Captain MARVIN,
Asstistant Adjutant-General :

S1r: My men are picking up a good number of stragglers on the
railroad. They report that the last train passed down at 2.30 this
morning, loaded with lumber from Charlottesville to rebuild the
bridge over the South Anna.

: L. CUTLER,

Brigadier-General.

HeEADQUARTERS FrrTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—11.30 p. m.
General CUTLER:

Move your command at 4 a. m. to-morrow, by the left flank,
behind the line of intrenchments, down to where General Craw-
ford’s position was in the fight yesterday. I will join you as the
head OF your column reaches me. Take the Maryland Brigade with
you. :

Respectfully,
G. XK. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SiXxTH ArRMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—12.10 a. m,
Major-General MEADE :

Your dispatch of 10.30 p. m. received. The last of the two divis-
ions has just reached position, and I have ordered the movement
across the river to commence at 2 a. m. The march of to-day has
been so trying to the men that it is represented that full one-third
the fighting men have fallen out. I thoughtit my duty to represent
this, so that if not important that the move be made to-night the
men. might have their night’s sleep. Colonel Hyde, who has been
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with the rear of the co all day, takes this and can tell you the
condition of the men. ?ﬁeg that 1t be not supposed I wish to spare
the men unnecessarily. but only to get them in good fighting condi-
tion by a night’s rest, if the condition of affairs will permit it.

ery respectfully,
ry respee y H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SiXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—¢6.15 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I have one division in line in support of Fifth Corps; another
massed behind that corps, both on the south side of the [North]
Anna. The artillery, not being needed, still remains on this side
the river, near the artillery of the Fifth Corps. The traids are com-
ing up to within about a mile of the crossing, and will be covered
by one brigade of the Third Division. The other brigade of this
division is en route to cross river. (General Warren is advancing
his skirmish line, and so far without opposition.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864,
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Since I have been in command of this corps the pon-
toon train, attached by previous orders, has not been with it, but has
been with the supply train, except while it was in use at Fredericks-
burg for bridging the Rappahannock. It is now at Milford Station
with the supply train. By whose orders it was detached from the
trains moving with the corps is not clear, but it is said they were
from army headquarters. The object of this note is to ask whether
these pontoons should continue with the supply train or join me,
and, if the latter, the route they should take, as I am in ignorance
of our future movements. One company of the volunteer engineers
is with it. If the train is to join me I would ask that the necessary
orders be issued from your headquarters in order to save time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding Sixth Corps.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMmac,
May 24, 1864—1 p. m.
Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:
The major-general commanding directs you to cross your train,
and be prepared to follow General Warren to-morrow morning.
General Warren is directed to stretch out toward the South Anna
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and send out reconnoitering parties to find out a route for his corps
(which you will follow), avoiding the roads from Anderson’s Tavern
to the Junction or to Taylorsville, which shall cover the South Anna

near the mouth of Stag Creek.
' A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General, Chief of Staff.

OFFICIAL., |

The brigade of General Ricketts’ division and the picket force on
the Chilesburg road will follow the trains.
By command of Major-Geeneral Wright :
‘ M. T. MCMAHON,
Assistant Adjutont-General.

ORDERS.] Hpgrs. First DivisioN, SixTH CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

This division will move at once, following the Second Division,
crossing the river. Order of march: Seconﬁ Brigade, Fourth Bri-
gade, First Brigade, Third Brigade.
By command of Brigadier-General Russell :
_ HENRY R. DALTON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HeaDQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Plain View, May 24, 1864—6.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT :

GENERAL: Your dispatch of last night was received, after which
the necessary orders were given. I proceeded before daylight to
General Hancock’s, to arrange with him as to the disposition of my
forces. He is of the opinion that a demonstration in my front would
be of more service to him than the re-enforcements I could send him.
I then left General Potter’s division to his disposal, and went to the
position occupied by General Willcox, in front of Ox Ford, as soon
as it was light enough to reconnoiter the position, and have arranged
for an effort to carry the ford by the other two divisions of the Ninth
Corps. The prospects of success are not at all flattering, but I think
the attempt can be made without any very disastrous results, and
we may possibly succeed. We did not get into the position last.
night until after night-fall, so that we knew nothing of the nature
of the ground, and it would have been impossible to make an intelli-
gent attack at daylight. The enemy’s side of the, river is densely
wooded along its bank, with high ground in rear, with one battery
in position, flanked by rifle-pits, and it is reported that there is
another line of rifle-pits in front. The ford is said to be about knee-
deep. I think we can approach very near to it on this side under
cover.  The men are now being placed in the woods, and in a few
minutes we shall have eighteen guns bearing on the enemy’s battery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Mount Carmel Church, Va., May 24, 1864+—1 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: You will move your entire corps, with trains, to the
south side of North Anna this afternoon. General Warren has sent
a division on the south side to drive the enemy away from his posi-
tion opposite you, and General Hancock has sent a brigade for the
same ;iurpose. The ford must be oFened by the time this reaches
you. If not there is one about 1 mile farther up, between you and

arren, that is open ; at least, is so reported. ou can cross at this
one and also at the bridge where Hancock crossed, marching your
troops thus crossed to a point opposite to where you now are on the
south side. You must get over and camp to-night on the south side.
To-night these headquarters will be on the south side of the river on
the Telegraph road.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: -

JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-Gleneral and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

Lisutenant-General GRANT,
Commanding Armies of the United States:

GENERAL: Your dispatch of 1 p. m. i8 received. We have been
endeavoring all the morning to drive the enemy from his position
O%posite us. Have had a road cut through, intersecting the road
which leads to the ford, of which you speak, and General Critten-
den’s division started some time since over that road, with instruc-
tions to cross and come down in rear of the position occupied by the
enemy at Ox Ford.

General Crawford, who is in command of the division sent by
General Warren to the upper ford, informs one of my staff that he
18 to remain there until further orders, and I have just received a
note from General Hancock, stating that he had halted his brigade,
lest there might be some confusion by meeting General Warren’s
division, Whi(ﬁl he had understood was coming down in that direc-
tion. (leneral Crittenden will continue to cross, and, if possible,
move down in rear of enemy’s position. The ford is very rough
and deep, and a considerable portion of the men fall in crossing,
thus spoiling their ammunition. Crittenden has crossed two regi-
ments, and a third is now crossing. You may be sure that I will
do all in my power to gain this ford, and if I do not succeed, I will
cross by Hancock’s or Warren’s crossing. If it is desirable, I will
stop the crossing of Crittenden’s command and cross the whole at
one of these places. Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock can tell you some-
thing of the difficulty of taking this position.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Magjor-General,
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—6.45 p. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT :

GENERAL : In accordance with your instructions I commenced
movements with a view to throwing the entire corps on the south
side of the river and making a junction in front of the position
o};l)posite to General Willcox. (general Crittenden’s division was
thrown across the river just above General Willcox. I described
the ford to you in a former note. Since I wrote you General Craw-
ford reports that the enemy’s line of skirmishers has cut off his com-
munication with General Warren, and General Crittenden has not
been able to form a junction with General Potter, who was thrown
across over Hancock’s bridge. They are both at work now to effect
this object. General Crittenden has had quite asharp fight and met
with quite a loss ; the amount is not yet known. is aide repre-
sents that the enemy were repulsed, and he has sent in some 10 to 20

risoners. Inasmuch as neither General Crawford nor General

rittenden have any artillery I feel quite anxious about their posi-
tion, and have therefore directed a bridge capable of passing artil-
lery and infantry to be built, and have taken the responsibility of
retaining General Willcox on this side of the river. g shall move
my own headquarters to the south side in a few minutes, near to
those of General Hancock, unless something should occur to detain
me here on this side, in which case I will notify you. I hope the
course I have pursued will meet your approbation. I am pretty well
satisfied the enemy’s works are such as 1 indicated to Colonel Com-
stock this morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Jericho Ford, Va., May 24, 1864—8.20 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDF :
Command’ , Ninth Corps

GENERAL : The situation of the enemy appearing so different from
what I expected, I do not deem it advisable for you to move your
wagon train to the south side of the river to-night, or not any more
of 1t than may now be on the south side. The enemy holding the
south bank of the river at Ox Ford, I think it important that you
should hold the north side of the same place. You will, therefore
leave at least a battery, supported by a regiment of infantry, well
stationed for that purpose. I understand you are moving two
divisions to connect with Hancock, and one above Ox Ford to connect
with Warren. This will be the best arrangement that can beadopted,
and if it is not already carried out you will carry it out at once.
Bridges will be laid above and below the point on the river held by
the enemy, and as near to it as possible, to-morrow morning, and
roads opened between them, so as to bring our right and left as near
supporting distance as possible. The only portion of this work you
wiﬁ)lpbe charged with will be opening the road near the river between
the two bridges. The upper bridge will be laid near Quarles’ Mills.
The place for the lower one cannot be determined to-night. It may
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not be practicable to lay a bridge above the one Hancock now has.
You may, therefore, regard the points to be connected by new roads
as being that bridge and Quarles’ Mills,

U. 8. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
North Anna River, May 24, 1864.
Lieutenant-Geeneral GRANT, -
Commanding Armies of the United Slates:

GENERAL : Your dispatch of thisevening is received, and I believe
I have anticipated your wishes, except that I have thought it best
to keep the whole of Willcox’s division on this side, in co uence
of the trouble that has fallen upon Crittenden, who lost nearly half
a brigade in attempting to move down to connect with General Pot-
ter, who crossed on Hancock’s bridge. The brigade was small, and
I think the loss will not be over 600. Both Crittenden and Craw-
ford are well intrenched, and I hope to have a good bridge built by
morning, so that we may give them some artillery, if necessary.
Would 1t not be well for Warren to try and open communication
with Crawford ? Potter attacked at the same time with Crittenden,
but he was fortunate in having light losses. Iam glad to get the
order assigning the corps to the Army of the Potomac, because I
think good will result from it.-

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
A, E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Jericho Ford, Va., May 24, 1864—10 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL : Youhave done quite right to retain General Willcox
where he is, under the circumstances. General Warren has been
informed of the contents of your note, and will endeavor to open
communication with General Crawford. If you can get a bridge
across to General Crittenden, it will serve to send artillery or re-en-
forcements over to him, or will give him the means of withdrawing,

as necessity may require.
U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

SpcIAL ORDERS, } HDQRs. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 25. Jericho Ford, Va., May 24, 1864.
To secure the greatest attainable unanimity in co-operative move-
ments, and greater efficiency in the administration of the army, the
Ninth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside commanding, is as-
signed to the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade cam-
manding, and will report accordingly.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant :
T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
North Anna River, May 24, 1864.
Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Polomac:

GENERAL : Inaccordance with Special Orders, Na. 25, headquarters
Armiesof the United States, I have the honor to reportto you with the
Ninth Army Corps. You know our present position.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864—11.15 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that the
two divisions of your corps, detached to the south side of the river,
will be while thus temporarily detached, under the orders, the one of
General Hancock and the other of General Warren ; the first, Potter’s
division, the second, Crittenden’s division.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864—1.15 p. m.
Brig. Gen. R. B. POTTER, '
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL : Move your division on-the road to Ox Ford, and occupy
the ground lately occupied by General Crittenden. This orderIv
will remain with you to conduct the head of your column, or will
conduct one of your staff officers to my headquarters and I will show
him the ground. .

Very respectfully, yours,
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864.
Brigadier-Gieneral WiLLcCOX,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: The commanding general directs that you send the
brigade of the First Division now with your command to report to
General Crittenden without delay. One of the First Division order-
lies will act as guide.

Very respectfully,
LEWIS RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HpQrs. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Reedy Swamp, Va., May 24, 1364—5 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENRRAL : I have the honor to report my command at Reedy
Swamp, about 5 miles from Chesterﬁ%ld Igot knowing the rebel
army fallen back, I crossed m%command over the Pamunkey
River, on the railroad bridge at the White House yesterday; camped
near Dunkirk last night ; this morning I followed the sound of your
artillery. Early in the day heard that General Lee had been beaten
and driven back to Hanover Junction. On the 21st General Custer
destroyed two bridges on the Central Virginia Railroad, and some
distance of the track near Hanover Court-House. On the same day
(Generals (regg and Wilson drove the enemy’s cavalry across the
Chickahominy, about 5 miles from Richmond ; they would not, how-
ever, stand to fight. I then drew my command back to the White
House, where supplies were sent me from Fort Monroe. My great
difficulty has been about forage and subsistence. I supposed there
would be plenty hetween thea%‘amunkey and Mattapony Rivers, but
found myself mistaken. General Custer reported Breckinridge’s
comm and on the railroad when he cut it. I have further evidence
of his arrival from the valley ; also, that troops have been passing
through Richmond for the last three days to re-enforce Lee. It is
probable that some of them are from Drewry’s Bluff. I shall march
to Chesterfield in the morning, unless I receive orders to the con-
trary. I have one day’s rations for my men; no forage for my
horses.v eall

ery respect y
7 P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ArMY oF THE Potomac,
May 24, 1864—5.20 p. m.

Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Commanding Cavalry:

The commanding general directs that you picket with your com-
mand all the roads leading north and west from Mount Carmel
Church, and to cover the road to Milford, where the supply trains now
are. The Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, under the command
of Major Kerwin—the headquarters of which regiment are at New
Bethel Church—is placed under your orders, and also a detachment
of cavalry commanded by Major Forsyth, Eighth Illinois, which is
supposed to be ﬁ)icketing the roads leading in a southerly direction.
You can reach Major Kerwin at Bethel Church, and Major Forsyth’s
location will be communicated to you as soon as it can be ascertained.
The Fifth New York Cavalry will probably be returned to you to-
night. The commanding general wishes you to establish your head-
quarters near his own, until the return of General Sheridan. Gen-
eral headquarters to-night will be in the vicinity of Jericho Mills.

S. \{’ILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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FREDERICKSBURG, May 24, 1864,

, (Received 11.30 a. m.)
Major-General HALLECK, ‘
Chief of Staff: ‘

There are 8,000 wounded and sick to be removed from here. Half
of them can be sent by railroad. The means for removing them by
water is limited, only about 700 being sent yesterday ; one of the
transports not yet returned. Why not make use of both railroad
and transports? Otherwise our men will not get from here in a week.
All the transports and boats would be sent to Aquia that cannot be
used at Port ‘%{o al. Enough of our men to fill them can be sent to
Agquia to-day. e await your instructions.

C. C. AUGUR,
Major-General.

FREDERICKSBURG, May 24, 1864.
{Received 2.45 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

Six hundred wounded have already gone to Aquia this morning,
and another train will go this afternoon. The railroad is in good
order. One load of cars have gone to Alexandria, but enough re-
main to answer the purpose. Abercrombie has sent a portion of his
command to Port Royal to-day. The telegraph operator from Belle
Plain has also gone to that point. No office at Belle Plain. Suffi-
cient guards are on the railroad. Pontoon bridge for Port Royal
left here this morning. .

C. C. AUGUR,

Major-General, U. S. Army.

P. S.—General Abercrombie sends word that the wharf at Belle
Plain is taken up, and that nothing further can be received there.
: C. C. AUGTUR,
Major-General.

MAY 24, 1864—12.40 p. m.
Major-General AUGUR, :
Fredericksburg :

If railroad has not been broken up, use it to bring away sick and
wounded. Use any'means you can to get them off as early as possi-
ble. Telegraph back if the road can be used, so that the Surgeon-
General may send transports to receive wounded at Aquia.

' H. W. HALLECK,
Magjor-General and Chief of Staff.

—

May 24, 1864—12.40 p. m.
Major-General AUGUR,
Fredericksburg :
Chief engineer has just reported that he will keeeg railroad in
operation as long as possible to bring away wounded. Don’t let
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troops be sent away till everything and everybody is safe. Give
protection to railroad as long as necessary. Dr. Barnes has been
notified to receive wounded at Aquia and bri%g them away.
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

FREDERICKSBURG, VA., May 24, 1864.

Received 6.40 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

An orderly has just arrived from General Grant’s headquarters,
which he states were 9 miles beyond Milford Station and about 5 this
side of the North Anna. He left there at 4 o’clock this morning.
He states that the Sixth and Second Corps crossed the North Anna
last night before dark, with slight opposition, and that the other
corps were close up. (Feneral Grant’s headquarters were to move
forward this morning. He states further that theve was a good deal
of musketry firing during the night, and that cannonading has been

going on this morning.
C. C. AUGUR,
Major-General.

FREDERICKSBURG, VA., May 24, 1864,
Captain ORR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:

But about 1,400 of the 8,000 wounded and sick have been removed
from here. General Lockwood arrived with his command last night.
I shall ask him to remain until General Abercrombie arrives here
with his Belle Plain troops. Do I understand rightly that General
Abercrombie will move in person by the way of Fredericksburg? .
Please answer immediately.

ED. SCHRIVER,

Inspector-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 24, 1864,
Col. E. SCHRIVER, e

Commanding, Fredericksburg :

CoLONEL : I will march overland to Port Royal by the shortest
route. On my arrival I will endeavor to visit you in person. One
ggntoon bridge from Fredericksburg, General Benham tells me, is to

moved to Port Royal in order to cross my troops and afford the
means of sending protection to the telegraph. Let me know whether
You intend to send more wounded to Aquia Creek. If so I will
eave the guard there. Send nothing more here as the bridge wharf
is taken up, and everything will be abandoned to-day. Answer im-

mediately.
7 J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding,
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. HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 24, 1864—12 m.
Col. E. SCHRIVER : .
I leave at 2 p. m. this day. A small guard will be left here until
the railroad to Aquia is abandoned.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS,
No. 5. Belle Plain, Va., May 24, 1864.

I. Colonel Cavins, commanding Provisional Brigade : Have your
command ready to move at once. The line will be formed with the
right resting on Wadsworth’s barn at 2 p. m. this day. Your regu-
lar battalion on right of brigade. _

II. Captain Edwards, commanding Reserve Artillery : Have your
command ready to move at once and will assemble at Wadsworth's
barn at 2 p. m. this day. One light battery will be detailed to march
on right of column in rear of cavalry.

III. Colonel Cesnola, commanding dismounted cavalry: You
will have your command ready to march at once. Your command
will assemble at 2 p. m. this day at the Wadsworth barn. Detail one
effective squadron to lead the column, properly officered.

IV. Major Beardsley, commanding Sixth New York: Have your
command ready to march at once. Form your command on the
left of Colonel Cesnola’s column punctually at 2 p. m. this day.
This command is to assemble at the Wadsworth barn.

By order of Brig. Gen. J. J. Abercrombie :

R. L. ORR,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 24, 1864.
Colonel! CLENDENIN :

On your arrival at Port Conway the artillery will be encamped on
the most commanding point and in preference where it can protect
the bridge party, and infantry near by for its support. As soon as
the bridge is completed the command will cross to Port Royal, and
occupy t%le most defensible points. Should there be a sufficient force
of cavalry to guard the approaches to Port Royal, you will cross the
river and scout the banks above and below Port Conway for 8 or 10
miles, and continwe this duty until my arrival with the remainder of
the command.

Respectfully, &ec.,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commonding.

‘WAR DEPARTMENT,
May 24, 1864.*
Col. A. G. DRAPER, Commanding at Point Lookout:
Send out your cavalry and whatever foree is needed to arrest all
deserters from the Army of the Potomac. Let none escape. If

*Sent 9 8. m. May 25.

L
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any officers are among them put them in irons and send them here to
General Augur. Send the privates also to General Augur under
sufficient guard. Report to this Department on this matter and the
state of your command at 9 a. m. and 7 p. m. every day until further

order.
EDWIN M. STANTON,
‘ Secretary of War.

Point LookouT, May 24, 1864.
(Received 12.30 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

Four hundred and ninety-four enlisted prisoners of war arrived
from Belle Plain last evening. Yesterday afternoon as the prisoners
were going from dinner a sentinel of the Thirty-sixth Colored Regi-
ment, without justification, fired at one of them, wounding him
mortally, of which he died last night, wounding another seriously
and two others slightly. I respectfully recommend that a court of
inquiry of officers not {)elonging to the post be ordered to investigate
the affair.

Respectfully,
W. HOFFMAN,
Commissary-General of Prisoners.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
) May 24, 1864—12.30 a, m.
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

Your dispatch relating to movement of General Grant is received.
There is an entire mistake in that part of it relating to Hoke’s troops
being in the Army of the Potomac, unless they left since last night.
There are before me the following brigades, all of which have

risoners taken within the last four days: Ransom’s brigade—

orty-ninth North Carolina, Colonel McAfee ; Twenty-fourth North
Carolina, Clarke ; Fifty-sixth North Carolina, Faison; Twenty-
fifth North Carolina, Rutledge ; Thirty-fifth North Carolina, Jones.
Hunton’s (Garnett’s old)—Eighth Virginia, Berkeley ; Nineteenth
Virginia, Gantt; Twenty-eighth Virginia, Allen; Thirty-second
Virginia, Montague. Barton’s (Armistead’s old, Colonel Aylett, of
Fifty-third Virginia, commanding) brigade—Ninth Virginia, Owens ;
Fourteenth Virginia, Hodges ; Thirty-eighth Virginia, Edmonds;
Fifty-third Virginia, Aylett; Fifty-seventh Virginia, Dyer. Corse's—
Twenty-ninth Virginia ; Fifteenth Virginia, Morrison ; Seventeenth
Virginia, Herbert ; Thirtieth Virginia, Cary; Eighteenth Virginia,
Carrington. Terry’s (Kemper’s old)—First Virginia, Williams;
Third Virginia, Mayo; Seventh Virginia, Patton; Eleventh Virginia,
Ote{; Twenty-fourth Virginia, Terry, commanding brigade. Hoke's
old brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis now commanding brigade—
Sixth I%orth Carolina, Colonel Avery, now at Plymouth ; the rest
of the brigade are here ; Twenty-first North Carolina, Colonel Pfohl ;
Forty-third North Carolina; Fifty-fourth North Carolina, Mec-
Dowell ; Fifty-seventh North Carolina, Godwin ; Twenty-iirst Geor-
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ia, Mercer. Hagood’s brigade—Eleventh South Carolina, Colonel

antt ; - Twenty-first South Carolina, Colonel Graham; Twenty-
fifth South Carolina, Pressley; Twenty-seventh South Carolina.
Bushrod Johnson’s brigade—Seventeenth Tennessee ; Twenty-third
Tennessee ; Sixty-third Tennessee, Fulkerson ; —— Tennessee.
Wise’s brigade—Fifty-ninth Virginia, Tabb, and three Virginia reg-
iments. ingman’s brigade of North Carolina troops. Gracie’s,
of South Carolina and 6eorgia, troops. Walker’s, of Georgia and
South Carolina troops is here, and Martin’s, of North Carolina
troops.

General Walker, of South Carolina and Georgia troops, was cap-

tured on Friday. His brigade consists of 4,100 men, by memoram?a
found in his pocket. The Petersburg Saturday paper admits be-
.tween 500 and 600 killed and wounded in the contest with us on
Friday, in which it says Wise’s, Martin’s, and Clingman’s brigades
took part. It says: ‘‘Our column was under the immediate com-
mand of D. H. Hill, but General Beauregard was on the field, and
his superior military abilities, of course, contributed largely toward
the success of the movements, while his presence inspired the enthu-
siasm which rendered our men irresistible.”

I havea prisoner from (Gracie’s brigade, of Anderson’s division, of
Longstreet’s corps, and he says that his brigade is here present. A

art of Pickett’s division went north before we landed here, leaving

etersburg entirely bare of troops until the remainder came from
North Carolina. In a conference with a flag of truce to-day my
officers talked with the brigade and regimental commanders of two
different brigades of two different divisions besides those mentioned
in the Petersburg papers. I have prisoners from each of these bri-
gades and from nearly every regiment.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Magor-General, Commanding.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864—12.30 a. m.
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

I have some 25,000 effective men for duty on this peninsula, be-
gsides my own worn-out cavalry and the negro troops necessary to
hold open communication at Forts Powhatan, Clarlg, and Wilson’s
‘Wharf. There are nearly 10,000 guarding the various railroads and
bridges forming the connections south. I know I am employing
one-third more of the enemy’s force than I have, yet as soon as 1 get
my lines so strengthened as to be able to leave them in charge of
few men I shall resume offensive operations at the earliest moment.
I telegraph this to correct what seems to be a misapprehension.

B. F. ﬁ)UTLER,
Major-General,

‘WASHINGTON, May 24, 1864—7.30 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER :

General Grant directed that you have 20,000 men, exclusive of
artillery and cavalry, whieh are not wanted, ready to be moved as
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may be ordered. -Your position at City Point will be prepared for
defense by a small force. General Grant crossed the North Anna
near railroad bridge on the 22d, and on the 23d was moving on the

South Anna.
HALLECK,
Major-General.

‘WASHINGTON, D. C., May 24, 1864—9.40 p. m.
(Received 10.10 a. m. 25th.)

Major-General BUTLER :

Dispatches from General Grant, just received, report that yester-
day the enemy were driven across the North Anna with severe loss,
and our troops are pursuing. Negroes report that Lee is retreating
to Richmond. General Grant says everything looks exceedingl
favorable for us. Your dispatch of (12.30) this day is received a.ng
sent to General Grant.

E. M. STANTON,

Secretary of War.

BERMUDA, May 24, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER : ’

Captain Wise, who came here with General Meigs, came up from
Jamestown Island, where he had been with dispatches, and reports
an attack by the rebels on our troolés at Wilson’s Landing, and
heard as he passed light musketry firing outside the works. He
also passed a steamer with re-enforcements from Fort Powhatan.
The affair appeared to be over when he left.

C. E. FULLER,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster. *

BERMUDA, May 24, 1864,
(Received 12.10 a. m. 25th.)
Col. J. W. SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:
Steamers Patuxent and Johnson have been ordered to report at
once to upper wharf on Appomattox, and they start immediately.
Transportation will be in readiness here for the cavalry of Kautz’s

division.
GEO. 8. DODGE,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster,

JAMESTOWN, VA., May 24, 1864.
(Received 10.30 a. m, 25th.)
General H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:
What has been done here is, first, to occupy and fortify a stron
position as a depot and base; second, to demonstrate upon an
12 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT Il
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occupy a strong force of the enemy, while railroads have been cut,
and their use temporarily interrupted ; third, to collect ample sup-
glies of subsistence, forage, and ammunition. What can be done 1is,

rst, to assume the offensive with the object of again cutting rail-
roads, occupy the enemy, and perhaps recalling any troops lately
detached to re-enforce Lee, with a chance of capturing Petersburg,
and a certainty of being prepared to unite with General Grant in
the investment of Richmond, or, second, remain purely on the de-
fensive, sacrifice the water communication by the g ames River for a
time, and spare 20,000 men for transfer to the Army of the Poto-
mae. What in our opinion ought to be done is sither, first, to place
an officer of military experience and knowledge in command of these
two corps, thus making them a unit for field operations, and then
assume the offensive ; or, second, to withdraw 20,000 men to be used
elsewhere. General Butler is a man of rare and great ability, but
he has not experience and training to enable him to direct and con-
trol movements in battle. A corps gives its commander full occu-
pation on the battle-field, and leaves him no time to make sugges-
tions to the commander-in-chief as to the movements of two corps.
General Butler is satisfied with the ability and aid of General Wil-
liam F. Smith.. He does not appear to be satisfied with General
- Gillmore. General Butler evidently desires to retain command in
the field. If his desires must be gratified, withdraw Gillmore, place
Smith in command of both corps under the supreme command of
(Feneral Butler ; let Smith put Brooks in command of one corps, and
Woeitzel of the other, unless you can send here better officers. You
will thus have a command which will be a unit, and General Butler
will probably be guided by Smith, and leave to him the suggestions
and practical execution of army movements ordered. Success would
be more certain were Smith in command untrammeled, and General
Butler remanded to the administrative duties of the department in
which he has shown such rare and great ability. We are on our

way to Washington, touching at Jamestown to forward this dis- -

patch, and at Fort Monroe where orders may reach us, if desirable.
A deserter to-day from Colquitt’s (Georgia) brigade states that it is
reported in the enemy’s camp that troops have been detached to re-
enforce Lee. He thinks that only about four brigades remain, but
that Beauregard still commands. Troops at Wilson’s Wharf were
attacked by Fitz. Lee, and steamer fired into to-day. The attack

was repulsed.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General.
J. G. BARNARD,
Brigadier-General, &c.

GILLMORE’S,
May 24, 1864—6.10 a. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
I judge the enemy are yet in front of us in considerable force
from last night’s reconnaissance,.
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.
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GENERAL BUTLER’'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864—7.50 a. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :

The commanding general directs me to ask you how the discrep-
ancy of nearly 2,000 men arises between your estimate of troops and
the regular tri-monthly return ?

R. 8. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

GILLMORE'S,
May 24, 1864—10.15 a. m.
Maj. R. S. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

The statement called for was an approximate estimate of the
effective force of my command. In answer I sent the number pres-
ent for duty equiﬁped. By referring to the columns in the tri-
monthly bearing this heading it will be found that if any discrep-
ancy exists it is insignificant.

Q. A, GILLMORE,
Major-General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,

May 24, 1864—9.45 a. m.
Colonel SERRELL,

First New York Volunteer Engineers:

Your proposed plan for the modification of the line is approved.
You can commence work on it at once.
G. WEITZEL,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers,

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864—10.05 a. m.
General GILLMORE :
No further details for night work have been ordered.
G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
: May 23, 1864—4.40 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :

GENERAL : The commanding general directs that you detail one
regiment, with its arms, to take position during this night at the
new redoubt in front of Battery No. 3, and that you renew this

ard every night until the redoubt is fully armed and garrisoned.
ﬁe orders of the guard will be to hold against any attempts on part
of the %nemy to ta fe ﬁt bod

ery res ully, your obedient servant,
3 respectiully. y G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General,
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SmitTH’s HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864,
- General BUTLER :

I would respectfully suggest that a general order be immediately
issued by you to the effect that whenever a fatigue é)&l't be ordered
the officers in the detail are to be strictly responsible for the work
done or for the tools under their charge, and whenever found and
reported for neglect of this duty they be summarily dismissed the
service of the United States.

Respectfully, ‘
WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864.
Major-General SMITH :

The commanding general directs that you dismount Cole’s cav-
alry and send them at once to City Point, with their howitzers.
The troops from City Point have been sent to Wilson’s Wharf, that
post being vigorously attacked this evening. Have them take plent;
of ammunition. I have ordered boats to upper wharf. If you thi.nl‘;
best, send with them a section of battery.

J. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864.
Colonel CoLE,
U. 8. Colored Cavalry:

CoLONEL : The general commanding directs that you dismount
your regiment a.ng prepare to go to City Point at once, in light
marching order, with one day’s rations. Boats will be in readiness
at upper wharf. You will take your howitzers. Take G0 rounds
of ammunition. If you have not sufficient ammunition report im-
mediately. Leave usual guard for horses and camp.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, HpQRs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 30. In the Field, Va., May 24, 1864.

I. When ambulances are required to carry away sick men from
their regiments to the corps hospital or elsewhere, a written request
made by the senior medical officer of the regiment, countersigned by
his regimental commander, will be reco%nized by the lieutenant in
charge of the division ambulances and the ambulance furnished.

II. Chief of ambulances will direct his subordinates to keep a
record of all ambulances sent on special application to any regiment
while the army is encamped ; the time of the departure of the ambu-
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lance and its return to the ambulance park will be noted, and the
nature of the duty performed. This formality will be dispensed
with while on the march or during battle.

III. The position of division ambulances in the column while the
army is moving will be to the rear of each division, unless otherwise .
specially ordered.

By command of Major-General Smith :

N. BOWEN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, HpQrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 32. In the Field, Va., May 24, 1864,
Hereafter all men and officers found outside of their camps with-
out proper authority from division commander will be arrested and
char with disobedience of orders. Provost-marshals of the corps
and divisions are ordered to send out pickets and see that this order
be obeyed. Regimental commanders and officers having charge of
men on detached duty are authorized to give permits to bathe, not to
exceed 10 enlisted men to a company, under & non-commissioned
officer, at 5 a. m. and 7 p. m. daily. They will not be allowed to
bathe within sight of steam-boat landings, and on no account near
the line of pickets.
By command of Major-General Smith :
N. BOWEN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
‘ In the Field, Va., May 24, 1864.
Brig. Gen. J. H. MARTINDALE,
Commanding Second Division :

GENERAL : The general commanding directs that you immediately .
establish a line of pickets across the creek, one-quarter of a mile in
front of the house, and reaching from the creek to the Appomattox
River, with strong reserves. If necessary, you will throw a whole
regiment over for this dutY, totally disregarding the pickets from
the gun-boats, as th%a.re iable to be moved at any time, notifying
them of your line. hen this is accomplished you will please in-
form me. A company of cavalry will be ordered to report to you
daily, for patrol duty in front of your line of pickets, in daylight,
but will be withdrawn to this side of the creelg at night, with the
exception of a sergeant and 10 men. These latter will be ordered by
you to report to these headquarters and to yourself any information
that may come under their notice during the night. No gun-boat
firing will of itself be noticed.

By command of Major-General Smith :

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Crty PoINT, May 24, 18¢4—8 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER :

GENERAL : Reports from Wilson’s Wharf state that Fitzhugh Lee
demanded the surrender of the post at 2 p. m. At 5 o’clock his at-
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tack had been repulsed. I heve sent the Thirty-seventh Regiment
to re-enforce the ]})lost, and shall proceed, as soon as I can obtain
transportation, with Choate’s battery and the Fifth Regiment, to
join him. This leaves at City Point the Fifth Massachusetts Cav-
alry, dismounted, and a battalion of the Fourth Massachusetts Cav-
alry. A bodﬁ of our troops are reported by contrabands to be land-
ifx’lg at the White House. Will you send a regiment at once to City
oint ?
EDWARD W. HINKS,
Brigadier-Qeneral, Commanding Division.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
James River, May 24, 1864—9 p. m.
(Via Fort Monroe, 5 p. m. 25th. Receive(i) 6 p. m.)
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy:

Otsego arrived to-day. Monitors practice at Howlett’s battery.
Enemy seem to have stopped working on it. Monitors also prac-
ticed yesterday to get range to protect right flank of army. Gen-
erals Meigs and Barnard here. No change in the situation. Moni-
tors need fresh provisions. -

S. P. LEE,

Acting Rear-Admiral.

HpQRrs. DEFENSES OF NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH,
Portsmouth, Va., May 24, 1864—10.45 a. m.
Maj. J. 8. GaTEs,

Bowers’ Hill, Va.:

MaJor: I am instructed by tht;dgeneral commanding to say to
you that he does not see that an vantage will be gained by at-
tacking the enemy at present. e grants you permission to go out
a short distance beyond Suffolk with a small force of cavalry, in or-
der to ascertain the force and whereabouts of the enemy, but does
not wish you to bring on an engagement.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. L. McHENRY,
Captlain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpQrs. DEFENSES OF NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH,
Portsmouth, Va., May 24, 1864—7.30 p. m.
Major GATES,
Commanding Outposts :

The object of your reconnaissance is to obtain information as to
the strength, position, and designs of the enemy. I have not force
enough to occupy any position now occupied by the enemy, nor do
I propose extending my lines. To fight simply because you know
that there is any of the enemy in the neighborhood, without having’
any clear, well-designed object to obtain, is simply to exhaust the
material that you may soon stand in need of. X;,our instructions
are to avoid any unnecessary engagement.

Very respectfully,
1. VOGDES,
Brigadier-General,
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JericHO FORD, VA., May 25, 1864—12 noon.
(Received 2 a. m. 20th.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLLECK, Chief of Staff:

The enemy are evidently making a determined stand between the
two Annas. It will probably take us two days to get in position for
a general attack or to turn their position, as may favor best. Send
Butler’s force to White House to land .on north side and march
up to join this army. The James River should be held to City
Point, but leave nothing more than is absolutely necessary to hold
it, acting purely on the defensive. The enemy will not undertake
any offensive operations there, but will concentrate everything here.
Breckinridge is unquestionably here. Sixty-six officers and men
have been captured who were with Hoke in the capture of Plﬂmouth.
If Hunter can possibly get to Charlottesville and Lynchburg, he
should do so, living on the country. The railroads and canals should
be destroyed beyond possibility of repair for weeks. Completing
this he eould find his way back to his original base, or from aboyt
Gordonsville join this army.

U. 8. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Quarles’ Mills, Va., May 25, 1864,

Maj. Gen. G. G. MEADE, Comdg. Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : Direct Generals Warren and Wright to withdraw all
their teams and artillery not in position to the north side of the
river to-morrow. Send that belonging to General Wright’s corps
as far on the road to Hanovertown as it can go without attracting
attention to the fact. Send with it Wright’s best division, or divis-
ion under his ablest commander. Have this-place filled up in the
line, so if possible the enemy will not notice their withdrawal.
Send the cavalry to-morrow afternoon, or as much of it as you
may deem necessary to watch and seize, if they can, Littlepage’s
Bridge and Taylor’s Ford, and to remain on one or the other side
of the river at those points until the infantry and artillery all pass.
As soon as it is dark to-morrow night start the division which you
withdraw first from Wright’s corps to make a forced march to
Hanovertown, taking with them no teams to impede their march,
At the same time this division starts commence withdrawing all
of the Fifth and Sixth Corps from the south side of the river and
march them for the same place. The two divisions of the Ninth
Corps not now with Hancock may be moved down the north bank
of the river, where they will be handy to support Hancock if neces-
sary, or will be that much on their road to follow the Fifth and
Sixth Corps. Hancock should hold his command in readiness to
follow as soon as the way is clear for him to-morrow. It will leave
nothing for him to do, but as soon as he can he should get all his
teams and spare artillery on the road or roads which he will have to
take. Assoon as the troops reach Hanovertown they should get
possession of all the crossings they can in that neighborhood.

U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-Qeneral,

I think it would be well fo make a heavy cavalry demonstration
on the enemy’s left to-morrow afternoon also. U.8.G
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAQC,
May 25, 1864—7.30 p. m.
General A. A, HUMPHREYS:

GENERAL : A prisoner received this p, m. from A. P. Hill’s corps
says he understood that Lee’s army lies in its usual order—Hill m
the center. This man is very ignorant and has been in the army
but a short time. Another.from Longstreet’s corps is intelligent,
and I think truthful. He was sent in with the colored sergeant and
says that Longstreet’s line is a straight one now running, he thinks

arallel with the river. It was not so at first, but the corps fell

ack from its first line. A. P. Hill’s line he thinks to be in the
shape of a half moon, but can give nothing more definite in regard
to either. He thinks that Ewell’s corps has gone farther toward
Richmond, because day before yesterday he was near a regiment in
it in which he had friends, when they received the order to march
and he saw what he took to be the corps off; we have only had
steagglers from Ewell since. Qur scouts are in from the right, who
report that they learn from citizens living beyond the Telegraph
road that troops came from the valley on Monday last about noon,
and they gave out that there was nothing left in the valley.

GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
OFFICE OF CHIEF QUARTERMASTER,
At Jericho Mills, south side North Anna,

May 25, 1864—10 a. m.
Brig. Gen. M. C. MEiGs,
Quartermaster-General U. S. Army, Washington :

I have the honor to report that a train of over 400 wagons leaves
our general parks this morning for Port Royal to take in sick and
wounded, and to return with supplies. It goes in escorted by 550
cavalry. It is presumed that Captain Pitkin has established him-
self at Port Royal, and that supplies are already accumulated. He
had my instructions what to do. These headquarters. are situated
about 35 miles from Fredericksburg, and 30 from Port Royal. I
desire to remind you that the frequent changes made in depots from
the Orange and Alexandria Railroad to Belle Plain and Port Royal,
are made in every instance by order of Lieutenant-General Grant.
It would have given greater facilities to re-enforce and supply this
army, had the Aquia railroad been put in repair as we advanced,
but I suﬁpose General Grant has in view military movements that
render that road unnecessary,

I see no difficulty in supplying the army, provided our trains are
as securely protected in future as they have been to this time. The
enemy is in our immediate front. Apparently both armies are now
massed between the two Annas, So soon as means of transportation
will permit, I desire you will cause 1,000 artillery horses to be sent
to me. We shall progably require more, though I have no present
means of knowing. Lieutenant-General Grant has just ordered that
the Ninth Corps%)e attached to this army. We have in all about
4,100 wagons, My general park of some 3,000 wagons is now 10
miles in our rear. 'We have had no embarrassment with them.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac.
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864.
The designating flag for these headquarters will, until further
orders, be a small national flag.
By command of Major-General Meade:
. 8. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864,
Headquarters will moveat 2 p. m. to-day to the vicinity of Quarles’
Mills.
By command of Major-General Meade:
CHAS. E. PEASE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HpQrs. ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
No. 144. ‘ May 25, 1864,
L 3 * * * * % »

4. Corps commanders_wi_ll employ all available time when in the
vicinity of the railroad in its destruction. Working parties will be
detailed in each division for the purpose under competent officers to
superintend and push the work.

y command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutani-General,

Mavy 25, 1864—5 a. m.
[General W. S. HANCOCK :]

GENERAL: Colonel Brooke reports the enemy as strornger than
last night. General Barlow has only one brigade in the breast-work
and General Birney has two. If you want Birney’s division in re-
serve, General Barlow can easily occupy the whole line, I think. I
have sent Major Angel to the right to examine Potter’s line. It
may be necessary for us to extend farther in that direction to keep
our connection with the river. If you wish General Birney in
reserve, please have Colonel Walker write to General Barlow to
relieve Birney’s line. I am going over to General Gibbon’s,

- C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 25, 1864—6.45 a. m.
Lieut. Col.*C. H. MoRrGAN,
Chief of Staff:
CoLoNEL: General Hancock directs me to say that he does not
think it necessary that General Birney’s division should be relieved
by General Barlow, and that he will give no orders about it unless he
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sees you further. It isof the greatest importance, however, that our
line should be closely and strongly connected with the river, espe-
cially on the right. Please have this accurately determined.
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864—10.45 a. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : I have the honor to report that a negro has just come
into the cavalry lines from Hanover Junction, who says that he is
an orderly sergeant of the Second U. 8. Colored Cavalry ; was cap-
tured at Plymouth, but by a change of clothes succeeded in passing
himself off as an officer’s servant. He says that at Plymouth he
witnessed all the massacres that are reported to have occurred there.
He came to Hanover Junction as theservant of a Confederate officer;
left Richmond Sunday. I send him up for examination as to his
story. I also send a man from Longstreet’s corps, captured this

morning.
WINFD 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
. May 25, 1864—6 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :
General headquarters have been moved to the Quarles’ Mills, about
three-quarters of a mile below Jericho Bridge.
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOoMAC,
. May 25, 1864—9 p. m. (Received 9.20 p. m.)
Major-General HANCOCK :

Have you done anything in the way of destroying the Fredericks-
burg railroad ? If not, I wish you to-morrow to employ as large a
gart of your force as ﬁou can in this work, tearing up the rails, and,

y means of the ties, heating and bending them.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

SeEcoND CORPS,
May 25, 1864—9.20 p. m.
General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

I have been at work at the railroad this afternoon. That part of
the bridge which was not burned is completely destroyed forward to
the curve, and to such a point as the enemy cannot observe what is

oing on, and backwards, also, the rails have been taken up and
nt:i y using the ties ; the work will be continued to-morrow%ack-
wards,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864—9.30 p. m.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS :

GENERAL: I do not know the facts, but it has been reported to me
that General Burnside is not intrenched on his left in front of
Ox Ford, connecting with my right. Ithink he should be intrenched
there. He hasa rige-pit down by the edge of the river, but if the
enemy are determined to come in there, it can easily be carried.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 25, 1864—11 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :
I have directed Burnside to intrench Willcox.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 25, 1864—11.10 p. m. (Received 11.40 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK : :

Can’t you dispense with the cavalry on your left ? It is impor-
tant, as they are recruits and returned veterans, that they should
join their regiments. Answer.

GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-Qeneral,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CoORPS,
May 25, 1864—11.50 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS :
GENERAL: I have been waiting for report from General Gibbon
respecting the cavalry. If it can properly be relieved I will order it

to report to its regiment.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
Near Taylor’s Bridge, May 25, 1864.

‘Whenever regiments of heavy artillery shall be assigned for tem-
porary purposes to the infantry divisions of the corps, division
commanders will have them instructed, as far as may be considered
safe in the circumstances, in picket duty, mixing them in with the
old men.

By command of Major-General Hancock :

FRANCIS A, WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 25, 1864—6.30 a. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :
GENERAL : The enemy is reported as movin% from my extreme
left toward my right, but whether as far as Barlow’s front or not, I
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do not know. Yours of 6.05 just received. My skirmishers extend

to the river, not my line of battle. If I had a squadron of cavalr

here I could use them to take care of my left flank and dispense witﬂ

this line of skirmishers, besides they would be in a very good posi-

tion to attack the enemy should he advance on the left, which, how-

ever, ig not likelY. Everything is right, now and then a shot only.
Y

Respectful .
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DiIvisioNn,
May 25, 1864—9.30 a. m.
Major-General HaNcoCK :

GENERAL: Yours of 8.45is received. I regret to find my dispo-
sitions do not suit you. The right of my front line does strike the
railroad in front of General Barlow’s left, as shown in the sketch,
and my men are now engaged in intrenching.

A work is now being put up at A, to extend over toward General
Barlow’s, and I have sent two regiments of McKeen’s brigade to oc-
cupy the position B. My skirmish line connects with General Bar-
low's. y front line,can be withdrawn on the right if you desire it,
but I respectfully submit that as it is in presence of 1%19 enemy it
would be better to allow it to remain there and make the connection
as I propose, as T have another strong line to the rear of the right
of my line, the right resting on the railroad.

Respectfully,
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Division.
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CHANDLER’S Housk, May 25, 1864—12.15 p. m.
General GIBBON:
Will advise you a8 to your part of it when 1 can see General

Hancock.
WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
To be destroyed. -

CHANDLER'S HoUBE, May 25, 1864.
Gengral GIBBON : ‘
General Hancock is here, and wishes me to say that if you have
anything to communicate about your lines to send by si Xai'](.L
: OR.

CHANDLER'S HoUsE, May 25, 1864—9 a. m.
General Birney:
General Hancock wishes to know if Colonel Morgan is at your
headquarters. '
TAYLOR.

May 25, 1864.
General HANCOCK : -
Colonel Morgan has gone with General Potter to look at his lines.
BIRNEY,
General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864—4.15 p. m.
General ‘BIRNEY : :

The major-general commanding directs that you take possession:
of the section of Arnold’s battery referred to in your note, and hold
it if it is near you. You should enforce your orders in such cases.
The major-general commanding will have the matter duly investi-

gated.
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
P. S.—Be very cautious in your advance. A contraband has just
come in, who reports quite a force over there. AW

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864—6.15 p. m,
Major-General BIRNEY :

GENERAL : The major-general commanding has directed me to in-
form you that a new pontoon bridge has been laid above the railroad
bridge in rear of your command, He directs that a road practicable
for wagons and artillery be at once cut, leading to it, and that the
ditche:? be bridgad.1 el bod .

am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BoRoral, very Yo V YOWM, R, DRIVER,
! Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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May 25, 1864—8 a. m.
Major-General MEADE :
General Griffin has advanced down the railroad and éngaged the
. enemy’s skirmishers there. (eneral Crawford has engaged them
on the right of General Crittendén. General Cutler and General
Griffin are now establishing a good connection. General Wright, I
believe, is moving up troops to Griffin’s right. Isuppose the enemy’s
skirmishers are probably a half mile in advance of their main one.
As soon as all is in order we will drive them in to their breast-works
if they have any, and ascertain their position. It seems as if the
enemy was here in force.
Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,

May 25, 1864—8.20 a. m.
Major-General MEADE :

GENERAL: Found General Warren at last, sa , 14 miles from you.
. Tindicate the lines. General Warren finds the enemy intrenched

quite to the railroad. His line can reach only to the rail—and he
has told Wright so. Skirmishing in front, but only a waste of am-
munition. arren has sent to say so. We now move to the right.
Warren’s line is pretty oblique. He will try to rectif{(.

T. LYMAN,

Lieutenani-Colonel, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp,
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
' May 25, 1864.
Major-General WARREN :

I am in connection with Bartlett’s brigade, Griffin’s division, near
the Anderson house, and have formed my lines nearly parallel to the
road along which I came. I send this by an officer who is instructed
to bring back the two brigades which were sent to establish the con-
nection with Crawford last night. I shall keep up my connection
with your right, and move with it. .

H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General, Commanding.

MAay 25, 1864—10 a. m,
General MEADE :

I inclose a sketch® of the position. The enemy has intrenchments
visible on the railroad and on the river. Distance between about
1 mile. The intervening isace is filled with skirmishers behind le
and trees. There are cavalry skirmishers along Little River sout
and west of us. General Wright is in position facing them. All
along my front there is an open space between our skirmishers. I
send you a sketch. I am %oing to ask General Wright to develop
his line west across the Little River, and then go to '519 left of m
line, pblfch out a force to flank their skirmishers, and try and pusi
them back with as little loss as I can. 1think the enemy is in force.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SI1XTH CORPS,
May 25, 1864—11.15 a. m.
Major-Gieneral MEADE :
GENERAL : I have been along near our pickets of Warren’s right
flank—see ‘“house” and ‘‘old barn.” The enemy are on the other

5 Corpe
R

side of Little River. The Twenty-second Massachusetts was cover-
ing as indicated. The river is reported 50 feet wide, muddy, slow,
and apparently rather deep ; but Anderson says it is seldom over

* Not found ; but see Warren to Meade, 12 m., p. 192.
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one’s waist, though the banks are bad. General Wright is-facing
Little River, and his skirmishers just closed to the left to connect
with the Twent{'-second Massachusetts. This regiment reports
cho(i)ping and talking in their front; and across the river }f)l?om
Anderson’s the signal officer reports them carrying rails, but all this
may indicate only a few men. _

T. LYMAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp.

’ HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864—12 m.
Major-General MEADE :

I send you now an exact sketch of developments as far as made. I
have found the intrenchments visible on the left and right, and I in-
close a report of General Cutler on the result of his effort to push on
in the center. My line makes a salient at this point. Sharpshooters are
very active. I have my troops in two lines, and covera front reach-
ing near to Little River. I cannot extend farther without makin
a weak line. I feel satisfied that I should have great difficulty a
best in whipping the enemy in my front. Perhapsif General Wright
were to send a division across Little River we would be able to
develop the intrenched line farther.

‘We can hear wood-cho pin%lsouth of the river, which just beyond
us bends southward and perhaps forms part of their line. The
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woods, however, prevent seeing much anywhere. On my right Gen-
eral Griffin has got eight guns in an enfilading position to the
enemy’s skirmish line, and will fire pretty soon. To advance my
right carries me over a clear field three-fourths of a mile, with the
enemy intrenched on the other side. General Cutler's report gives .
you an idea of the trouble in the center, and General Crittenden’s
advance last night shows the state of things on my left. Do you
wish anything %m'ther done ?
Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

[Inclosure. ]

HpQrs. FoURTH DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CoORPS,
May 25, 1864—10.45 a. m.
General WARREN :
I can’t find any wa to get at the flank of the enemy’s skirmishers.
I am of the opinion that there may be a salient near my center ; the
fire at that pointis very galling. I have had 2 officers and some 18
to 20 men killed, and a large number wounded. I have instructed
my pickets to get around as well as they can, and not fire any more
than is absolutely necessary.
L. CUTLER,

Brigadier-GQeneral,
[First indorsement.]

General GRANT:

I should judge from the within that, unless Warren attacks, not
much more can be done in his front. i
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General,
[Second indorasement.]

I do not think any attack should be made until preparations are
made to use our whole force. The best Warren can do now is to
cover his men well in their advanced position, and rest them all he
can ready for active service. If you tglink proper to send a division
of Wright’s force across Little River do so, but I think unless there
is some reason for it that I do not know, it would be better not to
send them over until the cavalry gets around.

; U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General,

HEADQUARTERS SI1XTH CORPS,
May 25, 1864—1.15 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

I have moved my lines to the left, to connect with Griffin, as I
felt solicitous about that part of our joint position. That angle
seems to me very important, and I suggest that Bartlett’s brigade
be brought up in support of that point as soon as it can be spared
from its work of destroying the railroad.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.
13 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 25, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

" Your dispatch of 12 m. received. I do not see that you can do
anything more by way of examinations. You may now cover your
men in your advanced position, and let them rest prior to more active
gervice. I have given the opinion to General Wright that Icould see
nothing to be gained by crossing Little River. If, however, you think
anything important can be done by crossing, you can direct General
Wright, in my name, to send a division. ill the stream require
bridging, or is it fordable ? Can artillery be crossed ? I propose, as
soon as Sheridan gets up (expected to-day), to send a cavalry force
around to the right to reconnoiter. Itisof greatimportancetoknow
whether it is worth while for us to stay here and make any other move-
ment on the enemy’s left flank. I should think with the obstacles of
Little River and another stream beside the South Anna that such a-
course is not advisable, but I am not Prepared to positively say so for
want of information as to the enemy’s position beyond Little River.
EI_lOW this note to Wright, and do what is best after consulting with

im,

Respectfully, yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

: MAy 25, 1864—7.30 p. m.
Major-General MEADE:

I expected to see you as you went over the river, and waited near
Crittenden’s division where I was examining the lines for some time.
I then went to see General Wright but he was out making disposi-
tions for his encampment. Ithink it wastoo late to make any demon-
stration across Little River. Thisstream is fordable in many places,
and is not much of an obstacle. 1 think Hill’s corps is opposite me
and I would not advise an attack on the position. I cannot under-
stand the object of his holding this position, which we can easily
turn, but if his men would stand Welﬁ) in an attack it gives him a

eat advantage of interior position in the present disposition of our

orces. Asitis I donot much fearhe will concentrate on either wing
of our army. We are tolerably well intrenched already. I lost
about 150 men and 10 or 1% officers to-day killed and wounded.

Respectfully, yours,
' G. K. WARREN;,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 25, 1864,
Major-General WARREN,

. Commanding Fifth Corps

(Through Gteneral Wright’s Headquarters) :

The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw all your
teams and such of your artillery as is not in position or re(})uired for
defense to the north side of the river to-night by the bridge at
Quarles’ Mills.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE' POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864—9.55 p. m.
Major-General WARREN, '

Commanding Fifth Corps:

Cross your wagons and surplus artillery to the north side of the

river by Jericho Bridge or Quarles’ Bridge, whichever is most con-
venient to you, letting Wright use Jericho Bridge first if you con-
clude to use it. (et your trains well out of the way and parked
convenient for moving, by way of Carmel Church.

' A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-Qeneral and Chief of Staff.

May 25, 1864—1.30 p. m.
General WARREN:

GENERAL: The cavalry under my command are picketing at
Owen’s Ford and all the roads west and south from Temperance
Chapel. My left connects with the Sixth Corps at Anderson’s cross-
ing on Little River. Nothing butcavalry appears in my front across
the riv‘e;r. el

ery respectfully,
y oo v J. HAMMOND,
Lieutenant-Colonel Fifth New York Cavalry.

HpqQrs. THIRD Di1visioN, FirrH ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864.
[General WARREN :] .
GENERAL: My picket-line covers General Cutler’s front almost
entirely. I have asked him to relieve it, but he does not doit. I
hope you will order it as my men are exhausted with the constant
duty they have been on. I connect with General Griffin.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General,

The enemy made an attempt yesterday to reach the river. He
advanced and intrenched on our right, and it is at the point where
he is closest that the firing is going on.

HeADQUARTERS Si1XxTH ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864—8.30 a. m,
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

I am connected with Griffin (right of Fifth Corps) and am form-
ing my lines nearly parallel to road lying south of and nearly par-
allel to railroad. Nothing of enemy discovered so far except ca.va?ry,
and Colonel Hammond’s force of cavalry now here has seen nothing
more. I have requested him to send a squadron back to watch the
ford over Little River on the road which crosses the railroad nearly
in front of the right of General Warren’s position of yesterday.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Magjor-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
A May 25, 1864—11.30 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

The dispatch* of the major-general commanding, of 10.30 a. m., is
‘received. I have just seen Warren, whose position he has reported,
and I do not see how he can do more without attacking the enemy.
My own line is within a few hundred yards of Little River, with my
skirmish line overlooking it in front of Anderson’s, and I do not see
what more I can do without crossing the river. The enemy has
some force on the other side; not large, I think, but he has some
works, as his skirmish-line is covered. My officers report works on
the edge of the woods some 500 yardsin rear of hisskirmish line and
nearly parallel to the course of the river, and negroes report the same
thing. I might send a division across the Little River and ascertain
what there really is there, but to do so would interfere with the pres-
ent disposition of my force and uncover our old position. I do not
advise this unless it is of great importance that the enemy should be
developed in that direction, Our pickets are firing somewhat. A
negro Just in says the rebels are putting up works from here to New
Market bridge on the Little River. The two shots just fired were at
a small body of infantry on the other side the river.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

{Indorsement.}
General GRANT:
Do you think it advisable or necessary for General Wright to

cross the Little River?
GEO. G. MEADE,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC,
May 25, 1864.
Major-General WRIGHT :

The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw all your
teams, and such of your artillery as is not in position or required for
defense to the north side of the river to-night by the bridge at Jericho.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864—9.15 a. m.
* Major-Géneral BURNSIDE :
Can Potter hold the line from Hancock’s right to the river ? If so
I would retain Willcox on the north side fronting the enemy and keep-
ing up connection between Potter and Crittenden. If Potter cannot
securely fill this gz:lp, that portion of Willcox’s division required for
this purpose should be sent over.
Respectfully, yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

I am having a telegraph [line] extended to you.
G. G M -

—_—

* Not found.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864—11 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE :

Is Willeox intrenched in front of Ox Ford ? If not he should be
80 a8 to hold the crossing with a minimum force.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HrADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
: May 25, 1864.

Major-General MEADE :

General Willcox is strongly intrenched in front of Ox Ford, with
artillery in position. Major Morton is now laying out additional
rifle-pits near the ford, and I will have changes made, if possible,
with a view to holding the position with a less force. Willcox has

not over 3,000 men for duty.
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Ox Ford, Va., May 25, 1864.

Lieut. Col. THOMAS WILSON,
Chief Commissary of Subsistence, Army of the Potomac :

CoLoNEL: [ have the honor to submit the following statement in
answer to verbal interrogations made by you this p. m. :

The number of men in the corps to be subsisted is 22,199. The
corps is in four divisions. The First Division has three brigades.
The Second, Third, and Fourth Divisions have each two brigades
and all are numerically designated. The names of the commissaries
are given in the list inclosed. The number of wagons assigned to
the several division commissaries for the forwarding of supplies are
as follows : First Division, 30 ; Second Division, 25; Third Division,
40 ; Fourth Division, 23. There are in the general corps herd of beef-
cattle, 312 head. In the division herds as follows: First Division,
110 head ; S8econd Division, 52 head ; Third Division, 75 head ; Fourth
Division, 121 head.

There are not now at the front, or in the wagon trains of the
corps any wagons filled with supplies. Yesterday noon twenty-three
wagons of the Fourth Division left near Milford Station for Port
Royal. This morning forty left for the same depot from the Third
Division. As soon as they shall arrive I will notify you. I have
directed generally that the division commissaries, having assigned
to them certain numbers of wagons, shall direct the movements of
such trains to and from the depots, and that they shall be looked to
by their commanding officers and by the department for a prompt
and complete provisioning of their several commands. I have re-
quired the presence of the brigade commissaries invariably with the
troops. The troops are rationed u;i to the 1st day of June, inclusive.

T am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- E. R. GOODRICH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence.
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{Inclosure.]

List of officers on duty in the subsistence department in the Ninth Army Corps.
Stationed in the fleld. Accountable for funds, stores, and property.

Names. Rank. Regiment. Brigade. Division,
J.Justice ..........uuune First lieutenant .. 100&[1;. Pennsylva- |.......c..ooeouul First Division.
n
John N.King ............. Captain and Com- [.......ivimniiiivienfererneceaniansanes Second Division.

missary of sub-
sistence.
Samuel Fessenden ......... First Heutenant ..| 7th Rhode Island .| First Brigade... Do.
John H. Varney .......... cendo i, 6th New Hamp- | Second Brigade. Do.
John H. Coale ............ Lieutenant-colo- |..........coceeoeen i, Third Divigion.
neland commis-
sary of subsist-
ence,
Captain .......... 24 Michigan ...... First Brigade... Do.
First Yeutenant .. mtnl'; Pennsylva- | Second Brigads. Do.
a.
e do i 2rth Michigan ....| Headquarters Do.
command.
Captain andcom-{........cociviiienidoreineinnnennenn, Fourth Division.
missary of sub-
sistence.
First lieutenant ..| 36th Massachu- | First Brigade... Do.

setta.
oL 28d U. 8. Colored. .| 8econd Brigade. Do.
Captain a.udfconl;
missary of su
sistence.
T T H uarters
com-

missary.

Respectfully submitted.
: E. R. GOODRICH,

Lieut. Col. and Chief Com. of Sub., 9th Army Corps.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Oz Ford, Va., May 26, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
v May 25, 1864—10.15 a. m.
Colonel WILSON,

Chief Commissary of Subsistence, Army of the Potomac:

Lieutenant Justice, commissary of the First Division, has a train
load of supplies of some 50,000 rations at a _point some 9 miles from
here, and tlgis side of Milford. These supplies are very necessary to
this command, and I understand Captain Peirce refuses to allow this
train to pass over the road. Can such supplies, with cattle as we
have at or near Milford, be allowed to come up? Colonel Goodrich
chief commissary of subsistence of this corps, is now at Port Royai
and cannot report in person. An order has been sent to him to Te-
port at these headquarters. :

Very respectfully, yours,
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Magor-General.

HpQRrs. FirsT D1visioN, NINTH ArRMY CORPS,
In Camp, May 25, 1864.
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE :
I learned just now that General Warren was very near me. I
have just sent word by Colonel Bankhead, of his staff, that I was to
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get orders from him, and that though his senior, I would obey him
cheerfully. 1do not think that I ought to be placed in this position,
General Ledlie is here to command the division if I should be ordered
away. The First Brigade lost about 150 killed and wounded, and
about 300 missing. They behaved gallantly, and are in good spirits
though they suffered so severely,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. L. CRITTENDEN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
North Anna River, May 25, 1864.
General T. L. CRITTENDEN :

MY DEAR GENERAL: Your note of this morning was received on
the road, and now that I have returned, I hasten to answer. I fully
aﬁprecia’oe your feelings in the matter to which you refer, but under
all the circumstances Fwould as a friend advise you to remain where
you are. If you wish, I will ask General Grant to relieve you, but
really think 1t would be a mistake. You know I would not advise
you to do anything that would not, in my opinion, result in good to
you. Please answer by this orderly.

Yours, very truly,
- A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Camp on Pole Cut Creek, May 25, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
~ Chief of Staff:

GENERAL : I have the honor to notify you that I found my train
at this place; the trains of the army were a short distance in rear.
I therefore went into camp here. One division of my command is
camped on the right flank, one on the left flank of the trains, and the
other in front. About seven-eighths of the horses of the corps are
in good working condition ; six-eighths of the above number are in
as good if not better condition than when I started on my expedition.
This is a minimum estimate. I think that two or three days will
Eut them all in good order. I turned in at Haxall’s Landing 341

orses unfit to make the return trip. My total loss in horses will not
exceed 400, including killed in battle and abandoned on the road shot.
But few animals were obtained in the country. My losses in killed
and wounded from the 9th to the 25th of May are as follows, viz :
Total killed, 46. Wounded : Saved, sent to general hospital from
Haxall’s Landing and White House, 210; very slight and returned
to duty, 75 ; mortally, left in farm-houses on road, 40 ; badly, and
captured by the enemy, 54 ; total, 379.* The 210 wounded sent to
i;enera] hospital were transported in a captured train of rebel ambu-

ances and ordnance wagons and the ordnance wagons of the corps.

The officers and men of the corps are in excellent spirits.

’lggr revised return of casualties during Sheridan’s first expedition, see Part I,
P 184,
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I have on hand and ready for issue seven days’ rations of subsist-
‘ence for the men of the corps and a little less than one day’s forage
for the horses. My empty wagons should be permitted to go back
for forage at once.
" I would be pleased to call in person upon the major-general com-
manding if he will grant the permission.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-Qeneral, Commanding.

P. 8.—My total loss in captured by the enemy is between 75 and 80.
: P. H. SHERIDAN,
. Major-General.

FREDERICKSBURG, May 25, 1864.
(Received 11.25 a. m.)

Major-General HALLECK, Chief of Staff:

I have just returned from Belle Plain and Aquia. Everything is
away from Belle Plain. The guard left there this morning for the
new line of telegraph. The wounded and sick are being sent away
rapidly, and I t inlri) everything will be away from here to-morrow
morning. The horses for Belle Plain arrived too late, and as there
were no men to send across with them, and no forage to take them to
Port Royal by water, I sent them back.

. " C. C. AUGUR,

Major-General.
HEADQUARTERS,
Port Conway, Va., May 25, 1864—1.30 p. m.
(Received 2.30 p. m.)

Major-General HALLECK : :
Just arrived. Left Belle Plain, Va., 2.20 on 24th, after arranging
with Captain Pitkin to have boats for the wounded at Aquia Creek.
Everything has been shipped from Belle Plain. A guard and two
gun-boats were left at Aquia and along the railroad until the stock
18 taken off, A sufficient guard has been left on the north side of the
Rappahannock from Pope’s Point to Port Royal of cavalry and in-
fantry. I sent, while en route to Fredericksburg, one battery and
two squadrons cavalry, all that could be spared. One gun-boat has
gone to Fredericksburg, also three boats for wounded. Asnobridge
can be made from here across to Port Royal I am going to raft the
troops across almost immediately. Now aré lying here four steam-
" boats and one gun-boat. One hundred men as provost guard have
arrived. My headquarters here (Port Conway), where the telegraph
line ends. As soon as it is taken over 1 wi{' go too. A train of
wagons have just arrived from the front and are parked near Port

Royal.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

FREDERICKSBURG, VA.,
Moy 25, 1864—10 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE :
I have your telegram of 9.15 p, m. I assume the 80 wounded men
at the Second Corps hospital, in the Wilderness, are the only ones
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that it is intended shall be removed, because to receive the 500 at the.
two different hospitals at Parker’s Store and Robertson’s Tavern,
would demand a very large and mixed force and upward of 200 am-
bulances. There are but thirty here now, if I am correct. The
force here I should think sufficient if the Twenty-second New York
Cavalry were reliable. Not being so, an additional force of caval

iswanted. I say cavalry,becauseto make the trip in one day, whux:'ﬁ
is Tnost desirable, infantry cannot be sent as the distance back is 32
miles. Dr. Breneman, WKO has been out several times, thinks cav-
aly alone will do. As the ambulances will have to work till 5 o’clock
to-morrow morning, it will be impossible to set out till the 26th in-

stant.
E. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General, Commanding.

PorT RovAL, VA., May 25, 1864.
(Received 10.39 a. m.)
Major-General HALLECK :

I do not see how I can spare the Eighth Illinois Cavalry detach-
ment. The officers are all very well acquainted with the country,
and they are now taking care of the telegraph communication be-
tween this place and Pope’s Point, a distance of 14 miles. I would
rather send twice as many of any other troo‘&s;.

J. J. ERCROMBIE,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[MaY 25, 1864.—For Butler to Stanton (7.30 and 11 a. m.), report-
ing attack on post at Wilson’s Wharf, see Part II, p. 269.]

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 25—11.30 a. m.
(Via Fort Monroe. Received 9 a. m. 26th.)
Hon. EpwIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War :

Sir: I most earnestly rec%uest that 3,000 Spencer rifles, with
appropriate ammunition, be forwarded to this command. I think
it would be more than equivalent to re-enforcing us with that
number of men, I will only give them to tried and deserving
regiments, and they shall be the prize of gallantry and good be-

havior.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General,

W ASHINGTON, May 25, 1864—1.26 p. m.
CoMMANDING OFFICER,
Point Lookout, Md. :

A regiment' of Veteran Reserves will leave here to-morrow to
relieve the Fifth New Hampshire, which will be sent to Port
Royal, and thence to General Grant’s army, in the field.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Slaff.

.
—ra®_ _m
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Forr MONROE, VaA., May 25, 1864—2.30 p. m.

(Received 4.50 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff :

" There is confusion in the command here. No officer of sufficient
rank appears to have command at Fort Monroe, and the quarter-
master, Lieutenant-Colonel Biggs, seems to be practically exercis-
ing the command. If General Gillmore is withdrawn from Ber-
muda Hundred this fort, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Yorktown, Will-
iamsburg, Gloucester Point, and their dependencies, would consti-
tute a district, the immediate command of which, subordinate to
General Butler’s general command of the department, would fully

occupy him.
M. C. MEIGS,
uartermaster-General.
J. G. BARNARD,
Chief Engineer.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 25, 1864—4.10 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :

The general commanding wishes you to send a staff officer to
these headquarters to get the time here, so that the time through-
out the department may agree.

R. 8. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, May 25, 1864.
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE,

Commanding Tenth Corps: _
GENERAL: The general commanding directs that, in addition to
the daily detail for the new redoubt in front of Battery No. 3,
you furnish a detail for work there, this night only, of the same
strength as the daily detail. This has become necessary on ac-

count of the damage inflicted by the enemy’s sharpshooters.

Very respecttully,
G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers.
[Indorsement,]

Direct Colonel Serrell to detail 5 engineers, and Turner and
Ames 200 men, to report at 7 p. m. to Lieutenant Parsons. De-
tail 100 men from Ames and 100 men from Turner.

GENERAL ORDERS, HpQRs. 2D D1v., 10TH ArRMY CORPS,
No. 12. In the Field, Va., May 25, 1864.
Hereafter when in camp for over two days brigade commanders
will establish a brigade guard around their respective camps, and
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whether on the march or in camp will detail daily a brigade field
officer of the day, who will report for instruction to the brigade
commanders and general officer of the day, when one is detailed,
immediately after reaching camp or at sunset. Brigade guards will
be mounted just before sunset. Regimental or police guards, with
regimental officer of the day, will be continued as heretoforé in each
regiment. The guard will be the minimum number for Eroper police
and guard of the regiment, but generally when on the march or
maneuverjng in the presence of the enemy, the outpost guard taking
the place of the brigade guard, the regimental guard will be
increased, go as to insure a vigilant watch and police. Field officers
of the da&r, regimental officers of the day, commandants of regi-
ments and companies, are particularly referred to the instructions
laid down in ‘Butterfield’s Camp and Outpost Duty,” commencing
at Article 1X, page 51, and continuing to Article X%I, page 68. 1t
is expected that these officers will be thoroughly conversant and put
in practice, so far as circumstances will allow, everything therein
contained. The general officer of the day will report to the general
commanding the division immediately after arriving in camp or an
hour before sunset.
By order of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner:
P. A. DAVIS,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpqQrs. First DivisioN, TENTH ArRMY CORPS,
Bermuda Hundred, Ta., May 25, 1864.
Brig. Gen. A. AMEs, Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: I have just received a report from the officer in com-
mand of the pickets of this division that the enemy are at work upon
a new battery near Ware Bottom Church, which is so placed as to
enfilade that portion of the picket-line in your front, and would sug-
gest that some traverses be thrown up immediately for the protec-
tion of your pickets, as the work was commenced early this morn-

ing. :
% have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant
’ ALF. H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 25, 1864.
Major-General SMITH:
There is a picket about a mile down the road that stops all officers,
- including our staff, going to the landing. As it is reported that it is
done under your orders, the general commanding wishes me to ask
if it is 80, and what are the orders.
R. 8. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

May 25, 1864.
General WEITZEL:

‘Will you please suggest to General Butler to have a staff officer
from each corps report daily at his headquarters for any instructions
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that he may have to give daily? I think some 20 or 30 pounder
Parrotts ‘should be put in Hinks’ fort at once, particularly if the
bridge is ready to be thrown over, as we could then protect them,
and they would completely sweep my left flank across the ravine and
cover any movement in that direction.

) ‘WM. F. SMITH,

' Major-General.

SvitH’s, May 25, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER: :

A reconnaissance by Colonel Dutton, for nearly a mile across the
ravine in front of General Brooks, found not even a cavalry picket.
I have ordered General Martindale to feel very delicately at daylight
until he comes up to infantry pickets. Perhaps the enemy may be
found in much less force in front of the Tenth Corps. I have been
hard at work at the bridge across to Port Walthall, and shall be
ready by the time Martindale comes in to throw over any amount of
troops (so far as roadway is concerned) to make an advance, if you
should deem it advisable. I can see nothing of works in my front,
either from Port Walthall or from Colonel Duncan’s position, which
I visited this p. m., for the purpose of finding out if anything was

visible there.
WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS,
: May 25, 1864,
Major-General SMITH :

The commanding general directs that inasmuch as the necessity
that caused the dismounting of Cole’s cavalry no longer exists, that
you order the men back to their regiment'to-morrow.

J. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

May 25, 1864. (Received 9.30 p. m.)
Colonel CoLE,
City Point, Va.:

You will report with your whole command at your old camp.
Steamer Johnson will be sent for you to-morrow at daylight. You
will have to make several trips.

By command of Major-General Smith:

N. BOWEN.

May 25, 1864.
General MARTINDALE,
Commanding Second Division :
GENERAL : The general commanding directs that you order a sec-
tion of Belger’s battery to cover the causeway over the ravine. The
battery Wiﬁ be finished to-morrow. The other section and Regan’s
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battery you will place in position to sweep up the ravine and over the
dam, placing them on the bluff on our left flank in front of Fort
Wisconsin or that vicinity. Put this artillery in position to-morrow
morning.
Respectfully, &c.,
N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

—
. 1

MayY 25, 1864
General MARTINDALE,
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL : The general commanding directs that you send out b’y
daylight precisely, two reconnoitering parties to feel the enemy’s
pickets and find out where they are. (yr?e to go on this side of the
ravine in the road to the mill, and the other on the opposite gide of the
same ravine toward the same mill. You will send your most intel-
ligent officers. Colonel Dutton has just returned and reports no signs
o?: the enemy. He swept about half or three-fourths of a mile along
the opposite side of the ravine to the road leading to the mill. Please
report as soon as possible the result.

Respectfully, &ec.,
N. BOWEN,
’ Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpQRs. THIRD DivisioN, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
: City Point, Va., May 25, 1864.
Brig. Gen. E. A. WILD,
Commanding First Brigade: .

GENERAL: I am directed by the general commanding to instruct
you, upon the arrival of Captain Schwartz’s squadron of cavalry, to
order the Thirty-seventh Regiment, U. 8. Colored Troops, to report
to Colonel Kiddoo, at Fort Powhatan, and to adopt measures to for-
ward all detachments belonging to organizations that do not belong
to your command now at your station to their proper post at once,

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SOLON A. CARTER,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May 25, 1864,
Hon. E. M. StaXTON,

Secretary of War:

81r : Several officers of the Fifth Rhode Island Artillery have been
to me to state that Colonel Sisson, of that regiment, had induced,
under false representation, several officers to sign a paper, the gen-
eral tone of which was to injure me. These papers were all with-
drawn by the officers, who express deep regret at the mauner in
which they were deceived, and Colonel Sisson has also been to me
to state that he deeply regrets the action he took in the matter, that
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' he did it at a time when he fancied that he had been ill-treated, &c.,
and he desired me to overlook the matter. I conceive, however, that
the person who could meditate the grievous wrong intended to me
is entitled to little of my confidence, and as I had heard that he had
stated that he intended the (withdrawn) statements to be presented to
you, I have thought it proper to make this statement, and to beg of
you to give me copies of any statements that he may have made,
directlf' or indirectly, to you in regard to myself. ,
am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. I. N. PALMER,
Brigadier-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
 Quarles’ Mills, Va., May 26, 1864.

Major-General HALLECK,
Washington :

GENERAL : The relative position of the two armies is now as fol-
lows : Lee's right rests on a swamp east of the Richmond and Fred-
ericksburg road and south of North Anna, his center on the river at
Ox Ford, and his left on Little River, with the crossings of Little
River guarded as far up as we have gone. Hancock, with his corps
and one division of the Ninth Corps, crossed at Chesterfield Ford,
and covers the right wing of Lee’s army. One division of the Ninth
Corps is on the north bank of the Anna at Ox Ford, with bridges
above and below at 1point:s nearest to it, where both banks are held
by us, so that it could re-enforce either wing of our army with equal
facility. The Fifth and Sixth Corps, with one division of the Ninth
Corps, run from the south bank of the Anna from a short distance -
above Ox Ford to Little River and parallel with and near to the en-
emy. To make a direct attack from either wing would cause a
slaughter of our men that even success would not justify. To turn
the enemy by his right, between the two Annas, is impossible on
account of the swamp upon which his right rests. To turn him by
his left leaves Little River, New Found River, and South Anna
River, all of them streams presenting considerable obstacles to the
movement of an army, to be crossed. I have determined, therefore,
to turn the enemy’s right by crossing at or near Hanovertown.
This crosses all these streams at once, and leaves us still where we
can draw supplies. During the night last night the teams and
artillery, not in position, belonging to the right wing of our army,
and one division of that wing were quietly withdrawn to the north
bank of the river and moved down to the rear of the left. Assoon
ag it is dark this division, with most of the cavalry, will commence
a forced march for Hanovertown to seize and hold the crossing,
The balance of the right wing will withdraw at the same hour and
follow as rapidly as possible, The left wing will also withdraw
from the south bank of the river to-night and follow in rear of the
right wing. Lee’s army is really whipped. The prisoners we now
take show it, and the action of his army shows it unmistakably. A
battle with them outside of intrenchments cannot be had. QOur men
feel that they have gained the morale over the enemy and attack
with confidence. I may be mistaken, but I feel that our success
over Lee's army is already insured. The promptness and rapidity



Casr. XLVIIL] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 207

with which you have forwarded re-enforcements have contributed
largely to the feeling of confidence inspired in our men and to break
down that of the enemy.

We are destroying all the rails we can on the Central and Fred-
ericksburg roads. I want to leave a gap in the roads north of Rich-
mond so big that to get a single track they will have to import rails
from ellsew ere. . eull bediont .

am, general, very res ully, your obedient servant, .
Ty respee y U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

P. S.—Even if a crossing is not effected at Hanovertown it will
probably be necessary for us to move on down the Pamunkey until
a crossing is effected. I think it advisable, therefore, to change our
base of supplies from Port Royal to the White House. I wish you
would direct this change at once, and also direct Smith to put the
railroad bridge there in condition for crossing troops dnd artillery,
and leave men to hold it.

U. S. G.

‘WasHINGTON, D. C., May 26, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
In the Field:

Your instructions of yesterday 12 m. have been sent to General
Butler and General Hunter. I hope to send you some 4,000 or 5,000
re-enforcements to Port Royal to-day and to-morrow. We are some-
what embarrassed for want of water transportation while moving
Smith’s command. Nothing recently from gherman.

: H. W. HALLECK,
Major-Gleneral and Chief of Stuff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC,
. May 26, 1864—10 a. m.
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT,
Commanding:

GENERAL: Would it not be well in view of our contemplated
movement to direct General Smith, at the White House, to repair
and put in order for the passage of troops the railroad bridge at
that point ? _ Also, make some arrangements for the transfer of our
depot from Port Royal to that place. I send you a dispatch just
received.

Respectfully,
7 GEORGE G. MEADE,

Major-General.
[Indorsement.]

I will direct Smith as you suggest to secure us a crossing at the
railroad bridge, White House, and also have our depot moved to
that place. ' U. 8 G
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoroMac,
May 26, 1864—2 p. m. (Received 11 p. m.)
General M. C. MEiGs,
- Quartermaster-General U. S. Army:

A further movement will be made to-night. The last of our
wagons will be sent to Port Royal to-morrow to load up with stores
and follow us. That depot should then be abandoned, and supplies
sent at once up the Pamunkey. If the draw in the railroad bridge
at White House is not closed'up, light-draught vessels can ascend to
points near, if not on, our line of march. They can at least be held
1n readiness at White House. Captain Pitkin and his assistants now
at Port Royal should have charge. I shall give detailed instructions
to him. e subsistence and medical departments should transfer
to the new depot at the same time.

RUFUS INGALLS,

Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac.

i\

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp near Quarles’ Mills, May 26, 1864.
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, '
Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: 1 have the honor to state that a train of 450 wagons
left Milford at 12 m. yesterday with wounded for Port Royal, to
return laden with subsistence and forage. I desire to organize and
start another train of empty wagons for the same point to-morrow
at 8 a. m., and I have to request that the different commands may
be notified, so that the proper officers may be detailed to accompany
the wagons to attend to the drawing of such subsistence stores and
supplies of ammunition as may be required. I have also to request .
that an escort of 500 cava.lrly]' be detailed to a,ccom&any this train for
its proper ﬁrotection, and that the commanding officer be directed to
report to the chief quartermaster at Wright’s Tavern.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
RUFUS INGALLS,
Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac.

- P. 8.—If the cavalry train is ordered to leave to-day, the other ‘
trains can also be got ready to follow. R I

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864—4.30 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chzef of Staff:

GENERAL : Among prisoners just brought in we have a deserter
from the Twenty-sixth Virginia Battalion, Echols’ brigade ; left his
command day befor(;dyesterday a. m. in camp at Hanover Court-
House, where they had just arrived from Hanover Junction. Belon
to Breckinridge’s force. Says they left the valley about the 18th,
took cars at Staunton about the 20th, and got off at Hanover Junc-
tion. Three brigades in Breckinridge’s command, Wharton’s, Imbo-
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den’s, and Echols’. Two batteries and one regiment of his hrigade
which has always been with Sam. Jones at Greenbrier. Thinks his
brigade is about 1,000 strong, the other two about the same. Breck-
inridge is there personally.. Don’t know whether anything is left
in the valley or not.

‘We have also prisoners taken day before yesterday on the skir-
mish line from Ewell’s corps, which they say is on the right of Long-
street, Rodes’ division being on the extreme right of their line; on
that part they have two lines of battle. A South Carolina man
returning from furlough left Richmond on Monday in a long train
filled wi51 men returning to different regiments, but no organized
commands. Before he left Columbia. %1 C., about a week ago,
Aiken’s brigade of cavalry was ordered to Richmond; one-half
being sent forward with their horses and the others given ten days’
furlough to get horses, and to report mounted at Richmond.

ctfully,
G. H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &e.,
SpECIAL ORDERS, HpQRrs. ARMY OF THE PoTOoMAC,
No. 145. May 26, 1864—9.15 a. m.

1. Corps and other independent commanders will at once send to
their supgly trains for four days’ rations, and cause the same to be
issued before to-night, so that the troops will have to-morrow morn-
ing six days’ subsistence on their persons. The supply trains are
near Milford. :

2. A train of empty wagons will leave Milford at 8 a. m. to-morrow
for Port Royal, there to be loaded with supplies for this army.
Corps commanders will detail proper officers to accomgany this
train for the gurpose of attending to the drawing of such subsist-
ence stores an supgli of ammunition as may be required for their
respective commands. The commander of the Cavalry Corps will
detail 500 men as an escort for the train, and the commander of the
detachment will report to the chief quartermaster at Wright's Tav-
ern at 8 a. m. to-morrow.

3. The wounded men with this army and such of the seriously
sick as the corps medical directors may specially authorize, will be
sent in the course of to-day to the general supply train near Milford,
to proceed thence to-morrow morning to Port Royal in the train of
empty wagons already ordered to leave Milford at 8 a. m. to-morrow.
Corps commanders will provide the necessary medical attendance
for their wounded and sick to be sent, and will cause three days’
rations to be supplied, cooked, if possible. It is believed that the
wagons which will be emptied to-day by issues of subsistence, will
be sufficient to convey the wounded and sick to be sent, and will be
so employed.

* * * * * * *

5. The following-mentioned regiments, composing the command
brought to this army by Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood, are assigned
to the Fifth Army Corps, viz, Forty-sixth New York Volunteers,
Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Veteran Volunteers, Purnell Legion
Maryland Volunteers, Ninety-fourth New York Volunteers, and
Third Delaware Volunteers. The commander of the Fifth Corps
will organize a division to be commanded by General Lockwood,

- 14 R B—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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and to be composed of the above-mentioned regiments, the Mary-
land regiments now with the Fifth Corps, and any other troops that
the corps commander can assign to the division. Brigadier-General
Lockwood will report to the commander of the Fifth Corps for in-
structions. The One hundred and eighty-fourth Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers, also brought to the army by Brigadier-General Lockwood,
will join the Second Brigade, Second Division, Second Corps, that
being the command to which it belongs.

6. The commanding general has learned that in some instances
wagons originally set apart for the transportation of ammunition
have been appropriated’to other purposes. This is strictly prohib-
ited, and wagons originally designed for ammunition must be used
exclusively for that object, and will be kept loaded to their maxi-
mum capacity, although the amount of ammunition thus carried may
exceed the present ammunition allowance. It cannot be foreseen
at what moment the arrival of new troops, or other cause, may call
for all the ammunition that it is possible to carry in the ammuni-
tion wagons.

* * * * * * *

By command of Major-General Meade :
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
' May 26, 1864—9.15 a. m.

* Corps commanders will at once send to their su(f)ply trains for
four d};ys’ rations for their respective commands, and cause the same
to be issued before to-night, so that the troops will have to-morrow
morning six days’ subsistence on their persons. The supply trains
are near Milforg.
By command of Major-General Meade :
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Generdl.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
Camp near Quarles’ Mills, Va., May 26, 1864.

A train of empty wagons will be made up to-morrow in the vicin-
ity of Milford, near Wright's Tavern, to leave that point at 8 a. m.
to-morrow for Port Royal for supplies. All empty wagons of your
command will be sent to the place of rendezvous in time to leave
the point named at the time stated. Such of them as are at the
front, which may be required to carry sick or wounded to the rear,
will be turned over to the medical director of the corps, with the
groviso, however, that they be sent to the place of rendezvous to-

ay. This will be the last opportunity of sending to Port Royal,
and every empty wagon must be made use of. All the loaded
wagons at the front and with the general supply train will be held
in readiness for a movement on short notice,
RUFUS INGALLS,
Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac,
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ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 26, 18364—10 a. m.

The following movements are ordered :

‘1. The Sixth Corps will be withdrawn at dark by Jericho Bridge,
and follow the route of Russell’s division, via Chesterfield Station, to
Hanovertown, taking the road nearest the Pamunkey River. The
train of the corps will join it at Chesterfield Station.

2. The Fifth Corps will be withdrawn at dark by Quarles’ Ford
Bridge, and pass, via Old Chesterfield, to New Castle Ferry, on the
Pamunkey, below Hanovertown, by roads to be examined to-day by
the engineers, and respecting which further instructions will be given.
The route of the Fiftg Corps will be to the northward and eastward
of the route of the Sixth Corps. The wooden pontoons forming Jer-
icho Bridge, and as many others as are available, will accompan
the Fifth Corps. 8hould there be any surplus canvas pontoons wit{
the cavalry at Hanovertown crossing, they may be obtained for the
use of the Fifth Corps, if required for the bridge at New Castle.

3. Crittenden’s division, of the Ninth Corps, will be withdrawn at
dark. The Ninth Corps will hold the fords and crossings from Ox
Ford to Jericho Mills.

4. The Second Corps and Willcox’s division, of the Ninth Corps,
will be withdrawn at an hour to be hereafter indicated. The Second
Corps will hold the fords and crossings below Ox Ford.

5. When the roads taken by the Fifth and Sixth Corps are clear,
the Ninth Corps will follow the Fifth Corps to New Castle Ferry, and
the Second Corps will follow the Sixth Corps to Hanovertown. The
withdrawal of these two corps from the river and their movements
by the route indicated will be simultaneous. The corps commanders
will act in concert. As soonas it can be done without interfering
with the trains and movements of the Fifth and Sixth Corps, the
trains and surplus artillery of the Ninth and Second Corps will be
moved to the roads these corps will take. All bridges will be
removed when the troops recross to the north bank of the North
Anna.

6. The division of cavalry on the right will hold the various fords
and bridges as they are successively abandoned from Butler's Ford
down ang cover the rear of the army.

7. Headquarters will be during the movement on the route of the
Sixth and %econd Corps.

8. The supply and other main trains of the arm{ will be moved
to-night b Eowh’ng Green, along the north or east bank of the Mat-
tapony to Dunkirk or that vicinity, and thence to Hanovertown. A
pontoon train will accompany them,

By command of Major-General Meade :

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 26, 1864—12.30 a. m.
Major-General HaNcocCK : :

The commanding general desires that you will order such of the
cavalry temporarily with you as you can spare to report to the Cav-
alry Corps e::n'l¥l this day. The Cavalry Corps is encamped on Pole
Cat Creek, on the road passed over by your corps.

’ S. %VILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ArRMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—7.50 a. m.
General WILLIAMS :

I found accidentally this morning that my canvas bridge train
was being taken up by order of Major Duane. I telegraphed to the
major last night that I would sliare these bridges as fast as the pon-
toons came to replace them. do not think it prudent to take
these bridges up until the others are on the ground, and have there-

fore ordered them to remain.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAGC,
May 26, 1864—8 a. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :

Your dispatch of 7.50 a. m. received. The commanding general
directs that one of your bridges be immediately taken up. It is ex- .
pected that it will soon be replaced by another pontoon bridge, but
meanwhile the general desires you to proceed to make a wooden

bridge.
8. WILLIAMS,
Asststant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,

May 26, 1864—8.40 a. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS :

GENERAL : Your dispatch is received. I will have the bridge
taken up. I did not wish my bridges removed without my knowl-

edge.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Magjor-Qeneral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864—8.45 a. m. (Received 8.50 a. m.)
Major-General HANCOCK :
Can you withdraw your command with security by daylight ?
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—9.15 a. m.
General MEADE :

GENERAL : My command has been pushed so close to the enemy
that I doubt whether it can safely be withdrawn byday. My artillery
is on the front line, and the rain {as made the lowlands next the river
very heavy. The main bridge on Telegraph road is in an exposed
position. The approaches to the other bridges I am about having
worked. I could withdraw a portion of the infantry in case of ne-
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cessity, but the risk would be considerable. For instance, General
Gibbon has part of his front line about 200 yards from the enem{s
skirmishers, and General Birney’s position is in full view of the

enemy.
Y WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 26, 1864—10 a. m,
Major-General HaNcock:

Your telegram of 9.15 a. m. will render it necessary you should
withdraw to-night as soon after dark as practicable. Burnside will
be directed to withdraw Potter. You will arrange with him as to
the order of withdrawing. Burnside will be directed to hold the
fords from Ox Ford to Jericho Bridge. You will hoid them below.
A wooden boat bridge will be thrown in place of the canvas boat
taken away as soon as the wooden boats can be brought up, which
will be before night. Make all your arrangements preparatory to

receiving these orders.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-Qeneral, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 26, 1864—12 m.
Major-General HaNcCoOCK,
Commanding Second Army Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you destroy as far
back as practicable the Fredericksburg railroad, and that you make
such use as you caun of the mortars to-day.

A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864,
General WILLIAMS:

General Barlow has been working night and day on the railroad
toward Milford. All the men have been employed that we had tools
for. The musketry fire you may have heard proceeded from Gen-
eral Potter advancing his pickets in order to prevent any imperti-

nent curiosity. WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Mujor-Qeneral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864—3.30 p. m.
Major-General HaNcock,
Commanding Second Corps:
. The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw to-night
in the manner indicated in previous orders, as soon as it can be done
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without attracting the attention of the enemy. The pickets will be
left as long as practicable consistently with their being withdrawn
to thisside, the pontoon bridges taken up, and other bridges destroyed

by daylight.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864.
Major-General HANCOCK :

The major-general commanding directs that corps commanders
report from time to time their prO%ress in the operations and move-
ments ordered for to-night and following. They will report when
their corps have recrossed the river and when they are well on the
routes of march. The commander of the Sixth Corps will report
when the rear of his corps passed Chesterfield Station, and the com-
mander of the Fifth Corps when his rear passed Old Chesterfield.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Burnside, Warren, and Wright.)

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—7.30 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK : '

GENERAL: At what hour do you propose to withdraw your skir-

mish line ?
A, E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 26, 1864—8.30 p. m.
General BURNSID= :

Not before 2 o’clock. When my troops are across I will let you
know. 1 have my corps officers at heagqua,rters to designate the
time. I shall picket the river when I do come across.

WINF’D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 26, 1864—10 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS :

GENERAL : OQur movement has been somewhat delayed by issuing
rations, and by a little fight that Gibbon had this evening in driving
away the enemy’s skirmishers. and by delay in constructing a foot
bridge, which it was at last found impossible to effect on account of
the rapidity of the stream, reducing our number of bridges from
four to three. But everything is going on well at this moment.
General Potter’s division will be relieved before the others and sent

home.
WINFD §. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.
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CIRCULAR.] ‘ HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 26, 1864—1.05 p. m.
Division commanders must see that the enemy’s skirmishers are
kept back at a proper distance. At night-fall to-day the enemy’s
line of pickets must be in a position well pushed back from our line,
even if it takes an advance of troops to do it. Division commanders
may ea:lccomplish this in their own time and way if any change is re-
quired.
By command of Major-General Hancock :
FRANCIS A, WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

(Copy to commandihg officer First Division, Ninth Army Corps.)

CIRCTLAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—6 p. m.
Division commanders will collect all intrenching toolsin the hands
of their troops or on their lines before dark this evening, have them -
put in the wagons, and see that the wagons are taken along with the
column. Also every commander is requested, if any of the intrench-
ments are 8o constructed on the enemy’s side of the river as to bear
upon us, to have them impaired, so that they cannot be used with
vantage against us.
By command of Major-General Hancock :
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEeADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—7 p. m.

The following movements are ordered for to-night: At dark all
the wagons belonging to the command, except the spring wagons
for headquarters, all the ambulances, except ten for each division,
and all the batteries, except two for each division, will form a
train to move to Chesterfield by the road crossing the railroad in
rear of the left of the line held -by the command before gross-
ing the river., At 8.30 p. m. each division commander will com-
mence the withrawal of his command, including two batteries to
be assigned by the chief of artillery. The Second Division_and
its artillery will withdraw by the lower pontoon bridge ; the First
Division by the foot bridge just above, its artillery crossing the pon-
toon bridge ; the Third Division with its artillery will withdraw
by the upper pontoon bridge. Each division will mass, after its
crossing, in a position to be indicated by a staff officer from these
headquarters.

The order of march will be as follows: Second Division, First
Division, Third Division, Fourth Division. The regiments of
heavy artillery now attached to other divisions will remain with
them during the march. The two regiments now on this side
of the river will hold the rifle-pits opposite the wooden bridge
until the command moves, when they will form the rear guard.
The hour of march for the Second Division after the crossing will
be indicated hereafter. The pickets will be withdrawn under the
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direction of the corps officer of the day, to whom division officers
of the day will report, those of the First and Second Divisions

crossing the foot bridge below the railroad, and those of the other .

divisions by the bridge over the Telegraph road.

General Barlow will cover the withdrawal of the lower pontoon
bridge and General Birney that of the upper one. As soon as
these bridges are withdrawn, they will join the train on the Ches-
terfield road, which will proceed to Chesterfield under the direction
of Lieutenant-Colonel Batchelder and follow in rear of the Sixth
Corps from that point. General Barlow will take effective meas-
ures for the destruction of the lower foot bridge when the pickets
have crossed, and General Birney the same for the bridge on the
Telegraph road. Each division commander will be responsible for
the preservation of his own bridge until his command has passed
the river. General Birney will relieve General Potter’s line as
General Potter vacates it, in order to cover the Telegraph road until
his own division is With(irawn, and General Potter will report to
General Burnside. His pickets will remain until relieved by order
of the corps officer of the day.

By order of Major-General Hancock :

WM. R. DRIVER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 26, 1864—8.30 p. m.
The following change in the order for recrossing the river is
rendered necessary by the rise in the river: Two brigades of the
First Division are to follow the Second across the lower pontoon
bridge, two brigades of the First Division to precede the Third Di-
vision across the upper bridge, these brigades to join and mass with
those crossing the lower bridge. The pickets of the First and Second
Divisions will cross on the lower pontoon bridge. Only the upper
pontoon bridge will be taken up before the pickets are withdrawn.
By order of Major-General Hancock :
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—8.30 p. m.

Division commanders will notify these headquarters frequently
and with great dispatch of their progress in crossing their divisions,
and will report when the last of their commands have crossed. The
first point is to cross the river and get thetroops on the high ground,
massed, and to be particular to protect the bridges until they are
taken up. The artillery of divisions might proceed at once to cer-
tain points designated by division commanders, and if there is any
diﬁ‘icultg in crossing, had better mass at points behind the left of
their old positions, as it is not probable that we shall move awa
from these positions before daylight. Fires should be lighted an
kept up on both ends, and at the approaches of all the bridges.

y command of Major-General Hancock :
WM. R. DRIVER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864,
Until the different commands have crossed the river, division
commanders are requested to make their headquarters near the
bridges they are to cross.
By order of Major-General Hancock :
‘ C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Slaff.

———

HeADQUARTERS FIRST DIVIsION, S8ECOND CORPS,
May 26, 1864—2 p. m. (Received 3.10 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps :

GENERAL : I have the honor to state in answer to your communi-
cation of this date that I have as large a force employed on the rail-
road as we have tools for. They are destroying the ties by burnin
and are bending the rails. We are pushing the work as far towar
Milford Station as possible. I have worked day and night since the
order was received yesterday. My pickets are advanced sufficiently,
to enable my line to withdraw or move to-night without being seen,
and I will have a strong enough force on the picket-line to check any
impertinent curiosity of the enemy. In regard to Colonel Brooke's
application to Colonel Smith about rations, I have the honor to state
tl?at it was entirely without warrant and shall not again occur.

I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,

RANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

P. S.—I have the honor to inclose the statement* of Colonel
Brooke, from which it appears that he did not send an officer to
Colonel Smith for the purpose within indicated.

o FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Bmga'dwr-General, Commanding Division.

HEADQUARTERS SECONb Division,
May 26, 1864.
Lieut. Col. F. A, WALEKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General :
Sir: In reply to note from corps headquarters of last evening, I
have the honor to report that the cavalry made no discoveries at all.
They went but a short distance beyond our picket-line, when the

were fired upon by the enemy from the breast-work opposite the left
of our line, when they returned.

Respectfully,
. JOHN GIBBON,
Major-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Division.

“#Not found.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 26, 1864—12.45 a. m.
[Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER ? :]
COLONEL: I re’Forted in regard to the cavalry that they had made

no discoveries. They can be dispensed with, and I have directed the
commander to report to headquarters with his command at once.

Respectfully, JOHN GIBBON
Brigadier- General.

HeADQUARTERS SECOND CoORPS,
May 26, 1864—4.15 p. m.

General BIRNEY :
The general wishes to know the cause of that ﬁrini
' TAYLOR,

Captain and Signal Officer.

GENERAL BIRNEY’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1864—4.15 p. m.

General HANCOCK :
The cause of the firing is our pickets advancing on General Pot-

ter’s line.
BIRNEY,
General.

HeADQUARTERS SECOND ArMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—5 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Division :

GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs me to say that
if your bridge requires any rifle-pits to protect a recrossing, he de-
sires that you will look into the matter. He also desires that you
will take such action as will prepare boughs, as (f'ou suggested, for
the upper bridge, to be put on after dark, in order to facilitate the
quiet movement of General Potter’s infantry, should he cross at that
bridge. That bridge will be destroyed behind us. The pickets will
be relieved by the corps officers of the day in time to get them
across the river by daylight. Orders will issue before night con-
cernin%the movement.

ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

P. 8.—The destruction of the upper bridge should be the last
thing—if possible delayed till near daylight.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 26, 1864, (Received 6.30 a, m.)
Major-General WARREN :
A division of cavalry is ordered to make a demonstration upon
the enemy’s left flank on Little River to-day, crossing at Butler’s

Ford.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Copy to Wright and Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS FrrrH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

The May and June rainy season has, I believe, begun, and we
must take it into account in our future plans, I have with me the
records of three previous years’ campaign. The first at Fort Mon-
roe, under (General Butler. It began then June 3, and lasted all
through July. The rains were heavier than 1 have seen, per-
fectly floeding the level country, The second on_the Chicka-
hominy. This spring was a very rainy one, but the heavy period-
ical summer showers set in in earnest about May 25 ; streams all
flooded May 26 and 27; Chickahominy a perfect lake on June
2, resulting in a fatal &elay in our movements. Rains ceased
about June 10, I believe, to aunoy us. The third, campaign of Get-
tysburg. Heavy rains began later in that latitude. At their height
at the time of TZee"s retreat. Potomac impassable, canal broken,
railroad washed away between Washington and Baltimore. I have
no doubt past records will show that these rains are as certain as
the tides. Much should be allowed for them now.

The information General Meade had that the enemy attacked Crit-
tenden was all wrong. He attacked them with one brigade, and with
most gratifying success, till he ran against the enemy’s intrench-
ments. The map issued from the Engineer Department is so erro-
neous as to give a most incorrect idea of the enemy’s position. I
inclose you a sketch* which is correct, [showing] the side of the
enemy’s lines, and has the position of the Chesterfield bridge and
Fredericksburg railroad correct, as taken from Paine’s sketch. From
it the enemy’s front on the river is not very salient.

Respectfully, G. K. WARREN
T Major-Gen,eral.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :
Major-General Warren directs me to inform you that it will be 6
p- m. before the supply train can reach here so as to issue rations to
the troops.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. M. MORGAN,
Captain and Assistant Adjutani-General.

* Not iT(;und.
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HEeADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—12 m.
General HUMPHREYS :

I had word sent to you that our train, which would issue supplies,
might not reach here in time. Of course, every effort will be made
to coms)ly, but if the wagons should fail to reach in time, they will

robably be much in the way of the proposed movement of troops.

see the Sixth Corps is ordered to Hanovertown. When I was there
in 1862 there was not & house at the place, and only a ferry. At
Mrs. Hundley’s was a good bridge, which I then destroyed. Crump’s
Swamp should be creek ; there is no swamp there that I know of.
I send you a map that Major Duane sent me, with the topography
near Hanovertown indicated.

The tracing I sent you is the only correct one I can make of it or
this vicinity, as it 18 too erroneous to admit of anything being
changed satisfactorily. I tried it. I think the enemy’s infantry
will beat us in reaching the place you have indicated to General
‘Wright and myself to cross the Pamunkey. (General Wright will
have a march of not less than 30 miles I think. The enemy will be
able to make the distance from the Junction to Old Church in one
march. I marched from Hanover Court-House to Ashland and
back to the Court-House, and from the Court-House to Old Church,
from 6 a. m. to 12 p. m.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
. Maggor-General.

May 26, 1864.
CoMMANDING OFFICER FIrTH CORPS :

I am instructed by the commanding general to say that if your
train with the four days’ rations, ordered to be issued to-day, is at

-all late in coming up, you can have it halted at such point on this

side of the river as you may designate, and issue the rations when
your c%rps reaches sallld p?&int.
ery respectfully, &c.
S S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToOMAC,
May 26, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

The major-general commanding desires to know if the train of
your corps, ordered to cross to the north side of the river last night,
as well as the surplus artillery, have crossed yet.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Mavy 26, 1864.
General HUMPHREYS :

My trains I believe have all been over for some time. General
Wright's did not all get across till daylight, and then the damaging



Cmar. XLVIIL) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION, 221

of the bridge delayed us. How long am 1 to leave my bridge at
Jericho Ford down ? Will the cavalry want it > I suppose not if
the other bridges are not washed away. I think the Pamunkey is
about 150 feet wide at Mrs. Hundley’s and Hanover Ferry, and prob-
ably the same at New Castle Ferri. The stream .is deep, and flows
t{lrough a wide bottom, which, however, is quite high above the
stream.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864.
Major-General WARREN :

The Fifth Corps will be withdrawn at dark by Quarles’ Ford
bridge and pass via Old Chesterfield, &c. The order indicating
route, &c., will be sent you immediately. General Burnside is di-
rected to withdraw Crittenden’s division at the same time, after con-

sultation with you.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Poromac,
May 26, 1864.
Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Army Corps :

Should the rige of the river remove the bridge at Quarles’ Ford
the withdrawal of the troops of the right wing to-night will be
made at Jericho Mills bridge and in the ft(;)llowing order : The Sixth
Corps will cross first ; the Fifth Corps will follow the Sixth Corps;
Crittenden’s division will follow the Fifth Corps. In the contin-
gency contemplated Major-General Warren will direct the crossing.

A. AL HUMPHREYS,
Magjor-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Wright and Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864—3.45 p. m.
Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Your pontoon bridge at Jericho Mills will be taken up as soon as
your troops cross. The ca.valrf' will not use it in recrossing. You
will leave your pickets out as long as practicable consistently with
their being able to join your rear guard on the march. General
Hancock 18 directed to withdraw to-night as soon as he can do so
without attracting the attention of the enemy, and to leave his

ickets as long as practicable consistently with their being with-

rawn ; the pontoon bridges taken up, and the other bridges de-
stroyed by daylight. General Burnside is directed to withdraw
his two divisions to this side, in the manner indicated in previous
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orders, as soon as it can be done without attracting the: attention
of the enemy, and to withdraw the pickets of the two divisions at
the same time as the pickets of the troops they are connected with
are withdrawn. He is directed to destroy the bridge at Quarles’
Mills, and others.of similar kind on his front as soon as the troops

are over. -
: A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 26, 1864—6.40 p. m.
General WARREN:

The commanding general instructs me to say that you will with-
draw after the Sixth Corps. The Sixth Corps will have precedence
over the Fifth in bridges and roads. There is a double road from
Mount Carmel Church to Old Chesterfield. At the latter point the
- routes of the Fifth and Sixth Corps diverge. It was expected that
the engineer parties would return in time to furnish details of the
routes farther on before the Fifth Corps had fairly started. Let
me know if you must use the bridge at Quarles’ Mills. General
Burnside says that he shall not use it. If you do not want to use
it, send a party down to destroy it before you leave. If you use it,
destroy it when you have done with it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS F1rTH CORPS,
May 26, 1864—7.25 p. m.,
(General HUMPHREYS :

I want to use the Quarles Bridge for my corps and have it left
till the pickets cross. I havedirected them to remain till 1a. m. I
shall direct them to destroy it. I shall take up the bridge at
Jericho as soon as the Sixth Corps crosses over. I shall let the
Sixth Corps pass me while I am issuing rations, so that I shall be
behind them at Carmel Church.

G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HeapQUARTERS SiXxTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—11.35 p. 1.
Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

I had already informed the engineer at the bridge that it could be
taken up after my mounted provost guard had crossed. My pickets
on the right are to be withdrawn at 12 p. m., and assembled as re-
serves to those connected with yours, and all to come over together
by the Quarles Bridge at 1 a. m.

H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General.
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GENERAL ORDERS,}] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
No. —. { May 26, 1864.

This command will move to-night at dark (the exact hour to be
designated hereafter), crossing the North Anna at Quarles’ Ford
bridge in the following order : First, the First Division, Brigadier-
QGeneral Griffin; second, Artillery Brigade, Colonel Wainwright ;
third, Fourth Division with Maryland Brigade, Brigadier-Genera
Cutler ; fourth, Third Division, Brigadier-General Crawford. The
wagon trains will follow the Third Division. After crossing the
river, the Heavy Artillery Brigade, Colonel Kitching, will move at
the head of the column. An officer from each division will report
at these headquarters at 6.30 p. m. for instructions in regard to the
withdrawing of the pickets. Particular attention will be given b
division commanders that their commands are kept well in hand,
that no straggling is permitted, especially in the withdrawing of the
troops from their present position.

By command of Major-&eneral Warren :

S. M. MORGAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DivisioN, SIXTH CORPS,
May 26, 1864—11.30 a. m.
General GRIFFIN :

I have ordered my three left brigades to watch carefully any as-
sault which may be made upon you, and to give what assistance
may be necessary with my second line, and, if necessary, with my
whole force. I am holding their picket-line upon my center in
wholesome restraint. My w%mole line is & mere shell.

Yours, respectfully,
THOS. H. NEILL,
Brigadier-Qeneral, Comdg. Second Division, Sixth Corps.

HEeADQUARTERS First DivisioN, Firra CoRps,
May 26, 1864—11.45 a. m.
General GRIFFIN:

GENERAL: A staff officer from (eneral Wheaton reports his sec-
ond line in readiness to support you in case you are pressed in front.
It is the Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania, 330 muskets, and Sixty-second
New York, 140.

Very respectfully,
C. B. MERVINE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

May 26, 1864.
General GRIFFIN :

Begin to withdraw by way of Quarles’ Mills as soon as you cando
it without being observed by the enemy and take your batteries with
you to join the others at that place. When you reach the point A
you will probu’ly find the Sixth Corps passing. Halt there and
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mass your troops close together, so that if the commissary trains
%et up you can issue rations before starting and while the Sixth

orps is passing. G. K. WARREN
" Magor-Generdl.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—8.10 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

As soon as the trains of the corps have crossed the North Anna, I
pr(()lpose withdrawing the troops from Warren’s old intrenchments
and placing [them] in the position on my right vacated b{l Russell.
Is the bridge at Jericho Mills to be maintained, and does the major-
general commanding desire me to guard it ?

H. G. WRIGHT,
Magor-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—8.15 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :
I would suggest that a small force of cavalry, say one or two
squadrous, be assigned to General Russell for his march to-night;
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also that %uides be furnished him, he not knowing the road, and it
may not be in his Eower to procure them on the march. At last
report, 6.15 a. m,, the trains were nearly all over, and Russell has
moved a part of his command.

H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 206, 1864—9 a. m.

Major-Gleneral WRIGHT,
- Commanding Sixth Corps:

Your dispatches received. The bridge at Jericho is to be used b,
ou in withdrawing, and you will guard it until you have crossed.
{‘he demonstration of the division of cavalry on our right to-day
will admit of a diminution of the guard. A show of troops should
be made in the place vacated by Russell.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General und Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 26, 1864—9 a, m,

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

The name Chesterfield Station is printed in the wrong place on
the recent maps. It is about 34 miles north of the river, and about
2 miles from Carmel Church. Take the road that crosses the Tele-
%-raph road at Carmel Churchand passes through Old Chesterfield

Co

urt]-House.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Qeneral and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SiXxTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864. (Received 9.45 a. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS :

A negro, belonging to Mr. Ben. Lowry, has just been brought in
who was at Hanover Court-House day before yesterday, at Hanover
Junction yesterday, and crossed Little River at Cooke’s Ford, about
half a mile above Owen’s, last night. He says there was only cav-
alry at the Court-House, but that Lee’s army was at the Junction,
and that his lines extended from the Junction to New Market
Bridge ; that Breckinridge, with his force, went down the country
day ore yesterday from the Junction, but he could not learn

where.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.
15 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT I
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. May 26, 1864.
Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

Have your trains parked at Chesterfield Station, on the south side
of the road, so as not to interfere with the passage of the Fifth
Corps, which will move on the north side of the Sixth Corps, and
take the route farthest from the Pamunkey River.

A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Muajor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC,
May 26, 1864—12 m.
Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:
The major-general commanding directs that you continue destroy-
ing the Virginia Central Railroad as far as you can during to-day.
A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

ORDERS. ] , HEADQUARTERS SiXTH CORPS,
May 26, 1864.
The corps will move at dark to Hanovertown, on the Pamunkey,
via Jericho Bridge and Chesterfield Station, following the route of
Russell’s division, taking the road nearest the Pamunkey River.
Order of march: First, Third Division ; second, artillery ; third,
Second Division. Upon reaching Chesterfield Station'the trains of
the corps will follow the troops, General Neill detailing one brigade
to follow the trains as a rear guard. One battery will report to
General Neill to accompany the rear %ilal‘d. The pickets will be
withdrawn by the general officer of the day one hour after the
troops have crossed the river.
By command of Major-General Wright :
C. H. WHITTELSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864,
Major-General MEADE :

In my dispatch of last night T stated that Willcox’s division was
but 3,000 strong, which was a mistake; it is something over 3,500.
I hope to send you a field return to-day.

A. E. BURNSIDE.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,.
May 26, 1864—10 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE :
Make your arrangements for withdrawing Crittenden and Potter
to-night, the former in consultation with Warren ; the latter with

ar e
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Hancock. After withdrawing you must arrange your corps so
ag to hold the fords and crossing places from Ox Ford to Jericho
Bridge. Perhaps Hancock will be able to hold Ox Ford and leave
the upper crossings only to you ; of this I will more fully advise you.
GEO. G. MEADE, |
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—10.30 a, m.

Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE, Comdg. Army “of the Potomac:

GENERAL : Your dispatch is received and will receive attention,
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ArRMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864—10.30 a. m.
Colonel WILSON,
Chief Commissary, Army of the Potomac:

‘With the suptplies issued this morning this corps is rationed to
the morning of the 3lst with bread, sugar, coffee, and salt, and
some geven or eight days’ fresh beef. We have no more rations at
Milford at this time, and unless you have a general supply train
there to issue from, I shall direct that the small rations now on
hand be made to last until the morning of the 2d, and will issue an
extra amount of beef, if necessary. Have you a general supply

train at Milford ?
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
' May 26, 1864.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

No extra transportation is furnished this army for subsistence
stores beyond what the corps have., We have had always to
depend upon sending the wagons back to the depot for supplies as
soon as they are emptied, and this is to be done with these wagons
which to-day are isgsued from to bring the supplies up to June 1.
Colonel Goodrich informed me yesterday that these wagons had
gone to Port Royal from the Ninth Corps, which, from the number,
will brihg back about three days. The wagons emptied by your
corps last ni%t can, of course, bring up the same number o gays’
rations from Port Royal that they issued, viz, five days.

THOMAS WILSON,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Chief Commissary of Subsistence.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1864.
Lieutenant-Colonel (30ODRICH,
Chief Commiissary of Subsistence, Ninth .Corps:
After the wagons ordered up last evening are emptied, please
cause them to return at once. A train is to leave to-morrow for



228 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. (Caap. XLVIIL

Port Royal. Cause a commissary from each of your divisions to
accompany it and to fill all the wagons they can possibly secure for
* the Ninth Corps with hard breaﬁ, coffee, sugar, and salt. Great
energy will be necessary to keep the supplies up. Did you send any
commissary .with the sixty-one wagons you spoke about? Please

acknowledge receipt.
' THOMAS WILSON,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Chief Commissary of Subsistence.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 26, 1864—3.45 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw your
two divisions to-night in the manner indicated in previous communi-
cations as soon as it can be done without attracting the attention of
the enemy. The pickets of these divisions will be withdrawn at the
. same time as those of the troops they are connected with. General
Warren is directed to leave his pickets as long as practicable, consis-
tently with their being able to join his rear guard on the march.
General Hancock is directed to leave his pickets as long as practi-
cable, consistently with their being withdrawn to this side ; the pon-
toon bridges taken up, and the other bridges destroyed by daylight.
After the troops are over you will destroy the bridge at Quarles’
Mills and such other bridges of similar kind on your front. '

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Magjor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,

May 26, 1864—6.30 p. m. -

Major-General HUMPHREYS : )

Can Warren be instructed to take up the bridge at Quarles’ Mills ?
‘We have no troops crossing at that point. I believe he understands
that he is to take it up, but am not certain.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

May 26, 1864—7.30 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE :

Your dispatch is received. Warren will destroy the bridge at
Quarleg’. (General Hancock moves to a point directly across to a
goint beyond Chesterfield Staiion on the route he is to take. He

oes not pass through Carmel Church or Chesterfield Station.

A. A, HUMPHREYS.

CIRCULAR. ] HeADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
On North Anna River, May 26, 1864,
The commanding general directs that all the divisions of this com-
mand be ready to start at a moment’s notice in the following order :
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First, General Crittenden ; recond, General Willcox; third, Gen-
eral Potter. All trains, caissons, and battery wagons will be sent
at once to Mount Carmel Church, and there parked to await further
orders. On the march they will precede the troops and be accom-
panied by sufficient guards and pioneers to avoid any delay in their
movement. These guards should be under charge of energetic offi-
cers, who will make the men seize upon anfv wagon that may be
stuck and lift them out. Major Morton will post General Critten-
den’s command, where it will await orders to start. One of his bat-
teries will be posted with his command and the other will accompany
General Willcox.
By command of Major-General Burnside :
EDWARD M. NEILL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HeADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864,
General CRITTENDEN :

GENERAL : The general commandin% desires that you take partic-
ular care that the bridge be thorough 5’ destroyed after your troops
have crossed. The Provisional Brigade will remain opposite your

resent position ; General Ledlie’s brigade at Quarles’ Ford, and the
Second Brigade at Jericho Ford. A section of Captain Wright's
battery will go to Quarles’ Ford and a section to Jericho Ford. Ma-
jor Morton will ﬁace them. Please make your headquarters with
Colonel Marshall’s brigade and let your aides make themselves
thoroughly aquainted with the position of the other brigades, so that
i)rde_rs may be communicated to them rapidly as to the time for
eaving.

By command of Major-General Burnside :

D. R. LARNED,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General,

These headquarters will be in the old position for the present.

May 26, 1864.
Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Colored Division :
The major-general commanding has heard with indignation of the
oss outrages perpetrated by stragglers from this army upon the
elpless inhabitants of the country. You will use every effort to
put a stop to such acts, and are fully authorized and will be ex-
pected to have shot upon the spot all actors, aiders, and abettors in
such infamy. '
Very respectfully,
8. F. BARSTOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MayY 26, 1864—10.10 a. m.
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS:

The commanding general directs that you detail a detachment of
500 men, to be made up of mounted and dismounted cavalry, and
order the commander of the detachment to report to the chief
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quartermaster at Wright’s Tavern at § a. m. to-morrow, to escort a
supply train to and from Port Royal. The commanding general
directs that you detach as many dismounted men as are available
for the purpose for the duty of guarding the general supply trains
for the army ; and he wishes you to place an efficient officer in charge
('i‘f this detachment. The general supply trains are now near Wright’s
avern.
Very respectfully, &ec.,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS. ] HeADQUARTERs SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
May 26, 1864.
The command will move at 11 this a. m. Each trooper will be
supplied with three days’ rations from this evening. Whatever
forage may be in the division supply train will be given to the bri-
gades, and will be carried upon the horses. All horses absolutely
unserviceable will be sent to the wagon train, as also all dismounted
men sent to report to the dismounted battalion.
By command of Brigadier-General Gregg :
H. C. WEIR,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
' May 26, 1864.
The Second Cavalry Division will march at 11 this a. m. Order
of march: First Brigade, Brig. Gen. H. E. Davies; second, wagons
tgld ambulances, ordnance; third, Second Brigacfe, Col. J. Irvin
regg.
By command of Brigadier-General Gregg:
H. C. WEIR,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HpQRs. CAvALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
: May 26, 1864.
Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division:

GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs that the Thir-
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, on joining your division, be dismount-
ed, and its horses turned over to the dismounted veterans of your
conimand.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. KINGSBURY, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Hpgrs. THIRD CAVALRY Di1visioN, CAVALRY CORPS,
Owen’s Ford, on Little River, May 26, 1864—5 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac :
GENERAL : Arriving here, the crossing recommended by General
‘Wright, I found the river so swollen by the recent rains as to ren-

L
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der the fords impassable. This ford ix bLelly-deep, with the bank 3
feet high at ordinary stages. The banks are now overflowed 3 feet
at least, so that the stream is probably 7 or 8 fect deep, and 60 feet
wide. A rebel cavalry picket of the Tenth and Eleventh Virginia
is in sight just beyond. Colonel Hammond, of the Fifth New York,
and the officer in command of his pickets, tell me that there is no
place within 10 miles of this at which the river can be crossed with-
out swimming. I shall examine myself, and endeavor to find a cross-
ing. In case I should find this impracticable what shall I do?
Please send me instructions at once. The existence of bridges is
still in doubt. None is known within 10 miles up the stream.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HpQrs. CAVALRY DIvVISION, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
Cooke’s Ford, May 26, 1864—9 p. m,

Maj. Gen. A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Pofomac :

GENERAL : Your note of 6.50 p. m.* is received. I have exam-
ined this ford, and questioned citizens, from which I am satistied
that Liftle River, in its present stage, is nowherve fordable within 10
miles of this place. There is a bridge, or was one, standing several
days ago at Coleman’s, 8 miles above. 1 have sent a patrol on that
road in that direction, and made a show of crossing here and at
Owen’s. I can make a foot bridge in an hour upon which I shall
send across one squadron. The enemy's cavalry picket did not at-
tempt any resistance to my skirmishers. My engineer officer reports
Butler’s Bridge in good condition. I shall, therefore, recross the
North Anna there about midnight. The pontoon train I shall send
back at once to report to chief engineer at Chesterfield. 1 shall camp
for a few hours somewhere hetween Jericho and Butler's Bridge,
but, having permanent communication, shall not withdraw my cav-
alry pickets from the line of the Little River till nearly daylight.
Li‘ﬁ' headquarters will be somewhere on the road to Butler's Bridge

till 5 a. m.
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General,

Hpog@rs. THIRD DivisioN, CAVALRY CORPS,
Near Cooke’s Ford, May 26, 1864—10 p. m.
: (Received 12 p. m.)
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the squadron of my
command thrown across the Little River over a little foot bridge at
Cooke’s Ford has advanced about three-fourths of a mile on the other
side, to the point where the enemy’s pickets were posted at our first

* Not found.
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approach, without meeting any of the enemy’s forces, or noticing
any signs of them. Their pickets were undoubtedly withdrawn at
the commencement of the demonstration of my command.

Very respectfully,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

P. S.—The patrol sent out on the road toward Coleman’s Bridge
(Gordonsville road) has just returned without seeing anything of
the enemy. They heard that a small party of about 20 of the enemy’s
cavalry crossed the Little River to-day, and made their way toward
Trinity Church, 24 miles from this point.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864, (Received 8.30 p. m. 27th.)
Brig. Gen. H. W, BENHAM,
Navy-Yard:

The commanding Fenera] directs that you proceed to Fortress
Monroe, Va., with all the bridging material at your command, and
hold yourself in readiness to proceed up the James River with tre
same at very short notice.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ExciNEer DEPoOT,
Washington, May 26, 1864.
Capt. C. CLA‘PP,

Assistant Adjutant-General:

On Tuesday, 17th instant, I received orders at 12 m. to fit out and
hold in readiness for Belle Plain a train of twenty-four pontoons
with material for bridge. Soon after (say about 3 }) m.) received
verbal orders at Engineer Depot to fit out a train of forty boats and
material for Harper’s Ferry. The train for Belle Plain was sent 10
a. m, 18th, pursuant to order to forward received at 7 a. m. 18th.
Train for Harper’s Ferry left at 3.15 p. m. 18th instant, in charge of
Captain Clarke and 40 men, of First District of Columbia Volunteers.
Within order for this last train was only received by mail on the

19th instant.
WM. H. PETTES,
Colonel Fiftieth New York Engineers, Comdg. Eng. Depot.

‘W ASHINGTON, May 26, 1864—1.10 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,
Port Royad, Va.: N
You can temporarily detain detachment of Eighth Illinois Cav-
alry. The regiment must, however, be reunited as soon as Eossible.
' H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

— il
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HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, May 26, 1864.
Col. E. SCHRIVER:
I have just received your telegram. Send word whom you leave

in command.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, Va., May 26, 1864.
Col. E. SCHRIVER,
Commanding Forces, &c., Fredericksburg, Va.:
I send you to-day 200 infantry under command Captain Blunt,
regular army, and 300 cavalry under Colonel Cesnola, for the pur-
ose of securing the wounded and getting them into Fredericksburg.
Elave you any forage and commissarY stores in Fredericksburg to
supply these troops? Acknowledge this and answer immediately.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Point LookovuT, May 26, 1864,
(Received 11.25 a. m.)
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

I bave received no further report of deserters from the Army of
the Potomac. My cavalry is scouring Charles and Saint Mary’s
Counties. I last night detained Lieutenant-Colonel Cross, Fitth
New Hampshire Volunteers, who was ordered to report to Major-
General Smith for duty. He is in arrest, and has resigned under
charges. Please instruct me whether he shall go with the regiment
to Port Royal, or report to General Smith. 'Fhe Veteran Reserve
Regiment 18 near the wharf. The Fifth New Hampshire will em-

bark directly.
A. G. DRAPER,
Colonel, Commanding.

‘W ASHINGTON, May 26, 1864—7 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER :

A short time ago Thomas Webster, esq., chairman of the Phila-
delphia committee for recruiting colored troops, brought to this
department a colored man whom he introduced as the Rev. Mr.
Underdue, of Philadelphia, stating that he was well known in Phil-
adelphia, bore a good character, had rendered much service in
recruiting colored troops, and was supposed to be able to render you
valuable service in communicating with colored people. Impressed
by his representations I gave Underdue a pass an(f a f:atter to you ex-

aining the object of his visit and Mr. “Pebster’s statements. Two
Say«s ago Mr. Webster informed me that Underdue was_arrested b{
your provost-marshal and held in custody as a spy. He is muc



234 - OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. {Crap. XLVIIL.

grieved about the matter, is sure of Underdue’s innocence, and fears
the case has never come to your knowledge. I beg to call the case
to your attention and that you will favor me with the facts, so as to
relieve Mr. Webster and the committee, who are deeply interested
about the trouble they have occasioned to Underdue, who was
induced by their persuasion to go to you.
. EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

‘W ASHINGTON, May 26, 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General BUTLER,
Bermuda Hundred, Va. :

General Grant directs that you retain no more troops than may
be necessary to hold the James River to City Point, acting
golely on the defensive, and send all else to White House, on the
Pamunkey, to land on the north side and join the Army of the
Potomac, This column will be placed under command of Major-
General Smith. One or two field batteries and a regiment of cav-
alry will go with it, to cover the landing. General Gillmore or
General Weitzel should be placed in the immediate command of
your defensive position on the James, ag they are familiar with
defensive works. General Grant, at noon yesterday, was between
the two Annas, and the enemy seemed disposed to dispute his farther
. advance. Some irregularities in the command at Fort Monroe—and
Norfolk are reported, the correction of which should receive your

attention.
H. W, HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1864—10.45 a. m.
(Received 2.10 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STaNTON,
Secretary of War:

Further official reports show that the repulse at Wilson’s Wharf
was even more complete than I telegraphed. The enemy retreated
during the night, leaving 25 of their dead in our hands, and showed
a loss of killed and wounded o more than 200. From the accounts
of every officer the negro troops behaved most s%}endidl .

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, near Bermuda Hundred,
May 26, 1864—9 p. m. (Received 9 a. m. 27th.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff :

No irre$ﬂarities have been reported to me at Norfolk or Fort
Monroe. Please indicate what they are, and they shall receive im-
mediate attention.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

A ol
“» ﬁ'_-.__._‘
.2y
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HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, near Bermuda Hundred, Ta.,
May 26, 1864—8.30 p. m. (Received 10 a. m, 27th.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

Telegram of 10 a. m. to-day received. Orders were already given
this morning to put, say, 17,000 infantry in condition to move at once,
leaving what ma{l be sufficient only, in the judgment of myself and
officers, to hold the line of defenses between the James and Appo-
mattox, near Point of Rocks, which is our defensive line, ¥You say
‘“ hold the line of the James to City Point.” Is it intended to aban-
don this line and retire to City Point? This will be a work of time
to save material and men. General Meigs can explain the difference.
At all events send transportation which has been ordered to Wash-

ington.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

' May 26, 1864—9 p. m.
Colonel Bilaas:
Send me all the transportation you can to Bermuda Hundred, and
telegraph what is coming.
' B. ¥. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

BErRMUDA, May 26, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER:

Have here and in adjacent waters that can be in a few hours called
in, transportation as follows: Steamers, Metamora, capacity for 600
men ; John Disney, capacity, 600 men; Star, 800 men; Thomas
Powell, 1,000 men ; Montauk, 400 men ; New York, 300 men ; J. John-
gson, 400 men ; Jerome, 250 men; Pioneer, 500 men; Eagle No. 1,
700 men; Eagle No. 2, 700 men; C. W. Thomas, 300 men. This
does not include the three dispatch boats, Greyhound, Eliza Han-

cox, and A. Winants,
GEO. 8. DODGE,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

GENERAL ORDERS, % Hpqrs. DEPT. OF VA, AND N, C.,
No. 70. In the Field, May 26, 1864.

Colonel Garrard’s cavalry will relieve Colonel Pond’s regiment,
the Sixty-second Ohio, as provost guard at Bermuda Landing. Col-
onel Garrard will have command at that post. Colonel Pond will
report immediately at the front with his regiment, and himself re-
port at these headquarters for orders. Colonel Garrard will dis-
mount his men and put his horses in the most favorable places to be
eared for by a few men, for the purpose of depasturing and recruit-
ment. General Kautz will dismount his men,gea.ve his horses in the
most convenient places, in charge of as few men as possible, for the

urposes of "depasturing and recruitment, and will report at these
Fle;E uarters for assignment to position on the line. Colonel Cole
will dismount his men, and report at these headquarters for duty on
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the line, leaving his horses in charge of as few men as possible, in the
most convenient places, for depasturing and recruitment. The por-
tion of Colonel 8nderdonk’s men now reporting to General Smith
will report to General Kautz. (Generals Turner and Ames will re-
Fort to these headquarters for duty in the mobile column, and the
ollowing disposition of troops on the line will be made as soon as
possible and without attracting the attention of the enemy.

General Terry, with his own division, and all the men and officers
of the Tenth Arm{ Corps not able to march, and as much of the First
Connecticut Artillery as is there stationed, will occupy the line now
occupied by the Tenth Army Corps, with one brigade as his reserve,
to be posted near his center. (General Kautz will be in command of
the line now occupied by General Smith. His cavalry, dismounted,
will occupy the line now held by General Brooks. Colonel Cole’s
cavalry regiment, dismounted, will hold the line now occupied by
Stannard’s brigade ; the Nineteenth Wisconsin the line now held by
Stedman’s brigade. The Sixty-second Ohio will be a reserve to Cole
and Sanders; these three regiments, under the command of the
senior officer, who is to report to General Kautz. The three regi-
ments of troops of Hinks’ division will, when they report to General
Kautz, form the reserve of Kautz’s line, and be posted in rear of the
right of his line. A

All the men and officers of the Eighteenth Army Corps not able to
march will also report to General Kautz and be assigned to duty on
his line. Major-General Gillmore will be in command of the whole
line. All the artillery and engineer regiments will remain posted as
they now are, and report to General Gillmore. To a full and effi-
cient execution of this order corps and division commanders will or-
ganize all the men of their commands not able to march into proper
companies and battalions, in charge of commissioned officers not able
to march. The infantrﬁ of the:First and Second Divisions, of the
Eighteenth Corps, and the Second and Third Divisions, of the Tenth
Corps, able to march will form the mobile column, under command
of Maj. Gen. William F. Smith, and as soon as relieved in accord-
ance with the dispositions of this order will withdraw from the line
and encamp near it, but out of sight of the enemy, upon such roads
as may be convenient for movement. The above arrangements are
for temporary purposes, and will not interfere with corps, division,
and brigade returns as now made.

By command of Major-General Butler :

R. S. DAVIS,
Muajor and Assistant Adjutant-General.

GILLMORE’S,
May 26, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER,
Commanding :

GENERAL: In compliance with your general orders of to-day, I
propose to relieve Ames’ and Turner’s pickets at the usual hour this
afternoon, and to withdraw their commands from theintrenchments
just after dusk. WIill this be soon enough, or shall the movement
take place at once ?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1864—5.50 p. m.
Generals GILLMORE and SMITH: _

In making the changes provided for in general orders as to the
occupation of lines, give directions that each relieved officer shall
give the fullest instructions and information to the new officer as to
topography, situation of the enemy, the situation even of picket-
lines, points of probable attack and means of supporting it, so that
the reﬁ((;ving ofticer shall, in the earliest possible moment, have full
knowledge to fit him for his duties. See to it also that the new offi-
cers are fully instructed in the provisions of General Orders, No.

62, current series,*
B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

GILLMORE’S, May 26, 1864,
Major-General BUTLER:

Your dispatch of 5.50 is received. I have no department orders
numbered 62, current series. Do you refer to the general order of
May 20?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
. Major-General.,

GILLMORE’'S, May 26, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER :

If Ames’ and Turner's divisions are not to take their shelter-tents
with them when they move I would suggest that they be left stand-
ing for the use of Terry’s men. Ames’ tents cannot well be moved
without attracting attention. I propose to hold both divisions in
their camps. Turner is out of the enemy’s sight and Ames partially

so. Will this answer ? ,
Q. A. GILLMORE.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1864—6.15 p. m.
General GILLMORE:
Ames’ and Turner’s divisions are to take their shelter-tents with
them. Generals Turner and Ames will be encamped by General
Smith’s orders as a part of his column. Ames’ tents should be
changed during the night, so as not too much to attract attention.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

Official copy sent to Generals Terry, Ames, and Turner at 8.05 p.
m. Indorsement placed on Generals Terry’s and Ames’ copies by
Captain Sealy : *‘General Terry will, to-night, put shelter-tents in
the position occupied by General Ames’ command, using the greatest
precaution in order not to attract attention.”

*See p. 32,
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- GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1864—6.45 p. m.
General GILLMORE :

The order should have been numbered 62. It is the order of May V

20, as to disposition of troops and the line of skirmishers, in case of
attack on the intrenchments.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

~ Major-General.

- (RILLMORE'S,
Moy 26, 1864—8.20 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER : .
The necessary orders for General Terry to encamp on ground now
occupied by General Ames before going, have been issued.

Your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
: Major-General.

GILLMORE’S,
May 26, 1864—8.55 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER: :
I want a couple of miles or more of telegraph wire for entangle-
ments in my front. Can it be had ?
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 26, 1864.
General GILLMORE :

I see by an article in the New York Herald, said to be derived
from authentic sources, that General Gillmore [proposed] to make
his position secure by intrenchments against sorties or any move-
ments of the enemy to oust us from them, when before Fort Dar-
ling, and that I answered that I could not pause for defensive prep-
arations. This is the first I ever heard of this. Did you or do you
authorize it ? Please answer and correct an injustice,

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HeADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Halcher’s, Va., May 26, 1864,
Brig. Gen. A. H. TERRY,
Commanding First Division, Tenth Corps:

GENERAL : By direction of the major-general commanding, I have
the honor to inclose copy* of a telegram received from department
headquarters, and to direct that the orders therein contained be
promptly carried out. Brigadier-General Ames has been instructed
to confer with you in relation thereto. The major-general com-
manding directs that you immediately relieve the pickets of General
Ames according to the instructions from department headquarters,
forwarded to you to-day, and that the officers to be relieved, and the
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officers relieving them, go over the ground together; also that you
cause the instructions for the disposition of the troops, in case ofy at-
tack, to be republished to your command.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpQrs. First DivisioN, TENTH ArMY CORPS,
Bermuda Hundred, Va., May 26, 1864.
Col. J. W. SHAFFER,

Chief of Staff: ‘

CoLONEL: I respectfully, but earnestly, urge that the Sixty-second
Ohio Volunteers be returned to my division, This regiment was de-
tailed for fatigue duty at the landing on the morning of the disem-
barkation. hen relieved from that duty, it was, as I am informed,
but not officially notified, immediately detailed as provost guard, and
now I learn that, being relieved from the last-named duty, it is or-
dered to the front, to report to another commander than myself. I
respectfully represent that it is the custom of the service to apportion
snc?xedetails among the different brigades and division of a command,
and that to detail a regiment for detached service after detached
service, thus depriving an officer permanently of a portion of his
command, is both unusual and unjust.’

The brigade to which this regiment belongs is very greatly reduced
by losses. It musters for duty only about1,100 men. The 500 men
of the Sixty-second Ohio are necessary to enable it to take its tours
of duty with the other brigade of my division. By General Orders,
No. [70], I am directed to garrison that portion of the intrenchments
now held by myself and General Ames; that is to say, with eleven
regiments and some detachments of invalids, I am to occupy the
ground now held by nineteen regiments, and I am to have one bri-
gade in reserve, as now. This will throw on my division a great
amount of picket duty, an amount which cannot be properly per-
formed unless this regiment is returned to me. I earnestly hope
that the commanding general will reconsider his orders, and not
place upon my division solely the burden of those detachments which
are usually taken from divisions in turn.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
ALFRED H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HpqQrs. First DivisioN, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Freld, Va., May 26, 1864.
Col. J. R. HAwLEY,

Seventh Connecticut Volunteers, Comdg. Second Brigade:
CoLoNEL: You will please detail from your command one regi-
ment, to report to Col. J. B. Howell, commanding First Brigade, for
duty to-night. The regiment will report, as soon as possible, with
arms. '
By order of Brig. Gen. Afred H. Terry:
A. TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral.
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Hpers. FirsT DivisioN, TENTH ArMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 26, 1864.
Col. H. M. PLAISTED,
Commanding Third Brigade:

CoLONEL: You will please detail one regiment from your com-
mand (the Tenth Conmnecticut Volunteers), to report to Col. J. B,
Ho6well, commanding First Brigade, for duty to-night. You will
also cause that portion of your command not on duty to sleep upon
their arms, and move into the intrenchments upon the first alarm.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:

' A. TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpQ@rs. First D1visioN, TENTH ARMY CORPS,

' May 26, 1864.

Col. H. M. PLAISTED, :
Eleventh Maine Volunteers, Comdg. Third Brigade:

CoLoNEL: I inclose code of rocket signals in use on the picket-line
for your information. You will please cause careful watch to be
kept for them, and be guided by them in event of alarm, sendin
word immediately to these headquarters in case of any of the colore
rockets being sent up from the picket-line,

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:

A, TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant-General,

GENERAL ORDERS, HpQRs. 2p D1v., 10TH ArRMY CORPS,
No. 14. In the Field, Va., May 26, 1864.

1. It has been reported to the brigadier-general commanding that
several cases have occurred in this division of men inflicting wounds
upon their own persons for the purpose of escaping duty and in.
order that they may be gent to the rear. Such conduct is dastardly
and despicable and none but arrant cowards will engage in it. The
man who will desert his fellow-soldier on the field of battle, or seek
to shirk the privations and duties of the march and camp by muti-
lating himself, thereby increasing the dangers and labors of his
com})anions, should be stigmatized by the men of his regiment as
a poltroon and coward, and he certainly shall receive the punish-
ment of one.

Hereafter the surgeons and assistant surgeons of regiments will
immediately report to their regimental commanders any man com-
inf under their treatment or knowledge who they have reason to
believe has mutilated his person in any manner for the purpose of
escaping duty, when a thorough investigation will be made, and if
shown to be guilty a report in writing will be made to the division
headquarters by the regimental commander, and to the chief sur-
geon of the division by the regimental surgeon. The man will be
sent to the hospital if unfit to remain in camp, accompanied by these
reports, giving a history of his case, with the view that on his re-
cover;\-‘rl he may be brought to trial and receive the punishment of a
coward,
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I1. Issuing commissaries will only sell whisky to officers on the
written permission of the brigade commanders. These permits will
be taken up by the issuing commissary and transmitted weekly to
the division commissary for the information of the brigadier-general
commanding.

By order of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner:

P. A. DAVIS,
Caplain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

- HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Hatcher's, Va., May 26, 1864.
Brig. Gen. A. AMES,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: By direction of the major-general commanding, I have
the honor to inclose copy of a telegram™* received from department
headquarters. I am instructed to (fill.'ect that you confer with Briga-
dier-General Terry upon the matter referred to, and cause the direc-
tions therein contained to be promptly carried out.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. ED. W. SMITH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Atjutant-General.

May 26, 1864.
Colonel Poxp,
Stxty-second Ohio Vols., Comdg. at Bermudn Hundred :

Colonel Garrard will relieve you to-night. You will withdraw
all your regiment, whether detailed or not, as soon as they can be
relieved by men from Colonel Garrard’s regiment.

By command of Major-General Butler:

R. 8. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

SMITH’S,
May 26, 1864—9 a. m.
Major-General BUTLER: .
General Martindale reports the enemy in position near and at the
mill on the two roads from his front to the Junction. Nothing but
skirmishers visible, however, and I have ordered them to feel them.

I shall also send Dutton on his track of yesterday to make a diver-
sion on the flank.

W. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

GENERAL ORDERS,} Hp@rs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 33. In the Field, Va., May 26, 1864,

The following code of night-alarm signals is announced. An offi-
cer at each division headquarters will be instructed and charged
with the carrying out of this order. Rockets will be furnished by

*See Butler t;o‘Gillmore, 613{) m., p. 237,
16 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT IiI
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the signal department upon application. There will be three alarm
stations at the headquarters of a grand guard. One on the right of
the line, one in the center, and one on the left. To denote where
skirmishing, ¢ white rocket;” the enemy advancing in force in our
front, ‘“‘red rocket;” enemy moving troops to our right, *‘ green
rocket;” enemy moving troops to our left, ‘‘red green rocket.”
By command of Major-General Smith :
CHAS. P. MUHLENBERG,
Acting Assistant Adjutani-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.
General BrRoOOKS,
Comdyg. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps:
GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs that as soon
as Colonel Dutton returns, you send two regiments to the mill, over
the road that you found yesterday. General Burnham’s brigade will
be held in reserve to-day to move either way as circumstances may
require. Colonel Dutton will command tie two regiments that
move out.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. P. MUHLENBERG,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS E1GHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 26, 1864.
Brig. Gen. W. T. H. BROOKS,

Commanding First Division:

GENERAL : The major-general commanding corps directs that, in
accordance with inclosed copy* of instructions from department
headquarters, you prepare your whole command, excepting the
artillery and oi%cers ans men unable to march, to change your camp,
with alf our stores, &c., to-morrow morning. You will please send
a staff officer to these headquarters at 8 a. m. to-morrow to receive
instructions regarding the road you will move on and the ground
you will occupy. All the officers and men of your infantry whom
your medical officers may think unfit to march will be sent to the
corps hospital at 8 o’clock in the morning to be inspected by a board
of surgeons. You will direct your artillery to report to Brigadier-
General Kautz, and fully carry out the other provisions of the order,
as well as the instructions contained in the inclosed copy of telegram
and general order to which it refers. Particular attention will be
paid to organizing in a battalion the officers and men who are not fit
to march. After they are inspected, the medical director will dis-

se of them according to instructions already given. All who may

e found guilty of malingering will be severeY unished.
I am, general, very respectfully, your o egient servant,
N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

(Same to General Martindale.)

26* Seem(}eneral Orders, No. 70, Department of Virginia and North Carolina, May
) Pe 400,
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May 26, 1864.
General MARTINDALE,
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL : If you think you will require your whole division to
carry those rifle-pits you can order your other brigade over, and
then inform me and 1 will order one of General Brooks’ brigades to
cover your portion of the lines.

By command of Major-General Smith :

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} Hpqrs. THIRD Div., 18TH ARMY CORPS,
- No. 30. City Point, Va., May 26, 1864.
* ® * L x® * *

II1. Col. J. H. Holman, First U. S. Colored Tmor])s, will with his
regiment proceed at once to Fort Powhatan and relieve Col. J. B.
Kiddoo of the command of the station. Colonel Kiddoo, upon being
relieved, will with his regiment proceed at once to City E‘oint and-

report to the commanding officer of the Second Brigade.
* * ' * x * * *

V. The Thirty-seventh Regiment U. 8. Colored Troops, Lieut.
Col. A. G. Chamberlain, will proceed at once to Wilson’'s Wharf
and report to Bri%. Gen. E. A. Wild, who will remain in command
of that station. Colonel Chamberlain will carry his oxtra ammuni-
tion with him.

* % L] ® '

By command of Brig. Gen. E. W. Hinks :

SOLON A. CARTER,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

* * ®

May 26, 1864,
(Received 10 a. m.)
(General HINKS :

There will be no more immediate attack at Wilson’s Wharf, and
the disposition herein directed will cover Powhatan. Concentrate
your force so as to have, say, 1,000 men at Wilson’s Wharf, Wild
commanding, and nearly the same number at Powhatan, so as to
leave three at least of your best regiments as a movable brigade of
reserve atb City Point, to remain there till further orders. Acknowl-

edge receipt.
B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

MAY 26, 1864—11.30 a. m.
General BUTLER:

Your dispatch relating to the disposition of troops is received, and
its details will beexecuted with the least possible delay. It will be
necessary to withdraw one of the two regiments now in the works
atis ring Hill, in order to concentrate the movable brigade required

ty

at Ci oint.
HINKS,
General,
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May 26, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Colonel DUNCAN :

You will march the Fourth Regiment to City Point at once.
Bring your brigade staff with you. Colonel Ames will remain in
command at Spring Hill for the present. Your equipage and the
extra ammunition will be brought by water. HIN

KS,

General.

MAY 26, 1864—3.45 p. m.
General BUTLER :

The dispositions are now made for the organization of a reserve
brigade at City Point, composed of the Fourth, Fifth, and Twenty-
second U. 8. Colored Troops, and Captain Choate’s hattery, under
command of Colonel Duncan. The troops will all be at City Point
by daylight to-morrow morning.

: HINKS,

General.

May 26, 1864.
) (Received 5.45 p. m.)
General HINKS :
The dismounted men of General Kautz’s command will be ordered
to report to that officer at once.
BUTLER,

General,

May 26, 1864—8 p. m.
General BUTLER :
There are no men of General Kautz’s command at this station, with
the exception of a very few in hospital, who will be forwarded

at once.
HINKS,
General.

MAY 26, 1864.
(Received 8.15 p. m.)
General HINKS : :
Don’t send any men from your hospital unless able for duty.
SHAFFER,
Colonel,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
May 26, 1864.
Colonel SprEAR, Commanding:

COLONEL: As soon as the First Brigade has moved you will follow
with your command dismounted and occupy the line now held by
(General Brooks, The First Brigade is now moving. A staff officer
will be on the line to place your troops in position.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. M. J. ASCH,
Caplain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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BATCHELDER'S CREEK, May 26, 1864,
Capt. W. HOLDEN, Assistant Quartermaster.:

A fearful explosion took place here. So far we have about 15
dead bodies. Please send this number of coffins up at your earliest
convenience. If you cannot send them to-night please have them up
by the morning train, and oblige,

' CLAASSEN.

HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS,
May 26, 1864—4.30 p. m.
Captain JUDSON:

A fearful explosion occured here half an hour ago, whereby sev-
eral men and officers were killed and wounded. Thus far I cannot
trace to any negligence causing this explosion except from idle
curiosity, tampering with the torpedoes sent in charge of Lieutenant
King up here. Medical aid is wanted up. Dr. Page, with his gener-
ous stores, is desirable. I am-too sick at heart to tell you more just

now.
: P. J. CLAASSEN,
Colonel.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, D. C., May 27, 1864.
Lieutenant-General GRANT, In the Field :

GENERAL: It appears from returns just handed in by General
Augur, that I have sent to Fredericksburg and Port Royal, since,
you crossed the Rapidan, May 4, a little over 40,000 troops. I hope
within a few days to send you between 5,000 and 10,000 more. As
before stated, I have sent to General Butler within the same period
about 3,000. He telegraphs to me to-day, that he will send with
Smith to White House 17,000 infantry. Some cavalry and artiller
will go with them, to cover the landing, escort trains, &c. I thin
he will make the entire force about 20,000. This will make your
entire re-enforcements since you crossed the Rapidan, between 60,000
and 70,000 men. This includes about 1,000 returned veterans, and
%),z:.)colg stragglers and deserters, who have been arrested and sent

In atelegram from Captain Pitkin to General Rucker, which I
have just seen, it is stated on the authority of General Ingalls, that
you propose to break up your depots on the Rappahannock about the
first of next month, and remove them to West Point, the White
House, or some other place on the Pamunkey. This would indicate
that when Lee falls back behind the South Anna you propose to make
the Pamunkey your base of operations on Richmond. Permit meto
repeat to you the opinions which have been expressed to me within
the last two years, by officers who are thoroughly acquainted with
the country, and who had much experience with General McClellan
in his Peninsular operations. They say that any campaign against
Richmond based on the Pamunkey, with West Point, White House,
or even New Castle, as the point of supplies, will involve the defense
of the line of the York and Pamunkey Rivers, and the passage of
the Chickahominy and its swamps. This will leave Lee, if he falls
back upon Richmond, the James River Canal, and one or more of
the railroads south of that river, as communication by which to re-
ceive re-enforcements and supplies.
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Even if your cavalry should cut these communications, they will
soon bo reopened. But should you occupy the sector less than 90
degrees between the James and the Chickahominy, your right resting
on the former and your left on the Horse Pond or Meadow Bridge,
your flanks will be pretty safe, your line of advance will be over
favorable ground, you will hold the canal, and can, with your cav-
alry, control the railroad lines south of the James River. Moreover,
they say this point is the most favorable for an attack, as the Tred-
egar Iron Works, the arsenal, the water-works, and all the flouring
mills lie on the northwest side of the city, and exposed to a bom-
bardment from that direction. By advancing on this line, you will,
when within 10 miles of Richmond, be a.%out equidistant from
Fredericksburg, Port Royal, Tappahannock, and West Point. At
Ashland, or on the South Anna, the latter will be the most distant

as well as the most inaccessible point of supplies. The navigation -

to White House is said to be difficult and precarious.

If you keep up three points of supply, viz, Port Royal or Tappa-
hannock, by the Rappahannock ; W}xite House or West Point, by
the York; and City l?oint by the James, you will have three linesof
communication to guard, which will require a large number of troops -
and gun-boats. Moreover, three lines seriously affect our water

, tra.nsgortation, which is much reduced by keeping so many vessels
loaded with ordnance and commissary stores. If consistent with
iour plan of operations, it would be safer and more economical to

eep up only a single line. It is especially inconvenient to keep so
many vessels and supplies in the James River. Moreover, many of
the commissary stores will be seriously injured by keeping them in
vessels. The general impression among the staff officers with whom
I have conversed is that the Tappahannock line is preferable to
West Point or Port Royal. Our larger transports cannot reach the
latter place or White House.

Why not, when Smith’s forces have joined you, break up either
the York or Rappahannock line and bring out of James River all
transports with stores not required there? I think it would sim-
plify the supplying of your army and greatly economize transporta-
tion. Is it not safer to have your depot of supplies in your rear
toward Washington than on the James or the York ? I presume
there were good reasons for abandoning the Fredericksburg road at
the time you did, but if you should wish to resume that line it can
be immediately put in operation. It is completed to Falmouth, and
the bridge to redericksburgf; can be restored in a few days. Al-
though a little longer for land transportation than either of the
others, it is much shorter and more convenient by water, and with
our railroad facilities supplies could be forwarded much more
rapidly, and I hardly think a larger force would be required to guard
it. I simply make these suggestions for your consideration, but
shall make no changes without your orders. I, however, must urge
you not to put the Chickahominy between your army and its sup-
plies, nor between you and Richmond. It is a most serious obstacle
to be passed by a large army or by its supplies. Moreover, in the
summer months, it is exceedingly unhealthy, as is also the James
River below Richmond.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—1 a. m.
General WILLIAMS :
My command is mostly over. I will relieve my pickets about 2

o’clock.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, _
May 27, 1864—2 a. m,
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Polomac:

T have ordered that the withdrawal of the pickets commence at
once. My last reports were: (ibbon entirely across; Barlow’s last
brigade crossing ; Birney’s (Third) brigade crossing ; Potter across ;
Tyler already on this side, except two regiments with other divis-

ions.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864.

General WILLIAMS
Assistant A(ziutant-Geneml :

Are there any orders for me, or at what time may I expect them ?
Will they arrive before the telegraph is taken down? The com-

mand is all over but the picket.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMmac,
May 27, 1864—3 a. m.
Major-General HaNcock,
Commanding Second Corps:
You will receive orders as soon as General Wri%ht reports that
the road is clear. Orders will be sent to you before the wire is

taken down.
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864.

General S. WILLIAMS :
All my people across the river. The wooden bridge is burnt and
the pontoon bridge is taken up.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
' May 27, 1864.
General BURNSIDE :

General Meade has directed that the wires be taken up. I shall
icket the river, connecting with General Willcox along my whole
ront. I am at my old headquarters near you, and of course shall

not move until you are ready, and of course can’t move until we
are both ready. I have sent a staff officer ahead to see if the road
is clear, and fwill {et you know, and assoon as you are ready we
can easily arrange. I shall wait for your reply and then the wires

will be taken down.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—R a. m.
General HANCOCK :

GENERAL : General Burnside has just come over. He has re-
ceived word from General Warren that it will be at least two
hours before he can get out of the way. General Burnside has
therefore recalled all his orders for movement. He says he will, if
you please, meet you here.

Very respectfully,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

May 27, 18¢4.
General HANCOCK :
The arrangement is quite satisfactory. I have sent an officer to
look out for the road. Will see you very soon, and will noft move

till all is ready. A. E. BURNSIDE
o Muajor- Gen’eral.

HeADQUARTERS SECONP ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—9.20 a. m.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : About an hour or an hour and a half ago General Burn-
side and myself understood that the roads were clear, and ordered a
move ; but while I was starting General Burnside received a mes-
sage from General Warren, at his train, saying that it would be fully
two hours before his road would becleared. 1 therefore halted. My
road now is understood to be clear, but I am waiting for General
Burnside to ascertain that his is also. The enemy show infantry
pickets against us and occasionally a regiment, but I imagine no
strong force, as they cannot cross the river very well. We hear noth-
ing of our cavalry behind us.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Magjor-General of Volunteers.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—10.30 a. m.
Brig. Gen. S. WILL1AMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :
GENERAL: General Burnsidehas justinformed me thathe is ready,
and we are just now about starting.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 27, 1864—4.15 p. m. (Received 7 p. m.)
Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

The commanding general directs me to inform youn that Wright's
route is modified, he proceeding to a point opposite Mrs, Hundley's,
a few miles above Hanovertown, where he Wll{ throw a bridge. The
road turns off a mile or two back of these headquarters. ou will
follow Wright and encamp in rear of him, unless otherwise directed.

A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Hp@rs. SECOND CORPS, ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
: May 27, 1864—4.20 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHRETYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : The head of my column is at Concord Church, about
one-half mile from Needham's. Itis 16 miles from here to Hanover-
town. I will march my troops as far as I can to-night, but, unless
the case is one of great necessity, I can hardly reach Hanovertown.
Ten miles from here is a stream ; the first water I can hear of for my
command. Please indicate to me your wishes. I am marchingtwo
columns.

Y our obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 27, 1864—6 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL : My line now extends across and beyond the road lead-
ing from the blacksmith shop to General Warren's position. Major
Roebling informed Colonel Morgan about 5 that General Warren
would move at once to connect with my left on thisroad. Isuppose
you know how thisis. It is in my opinion questionable whether
there is any occasion for my brigade at the shop, as my line crosses
the road about 500 yards behind it, and it would be better, it seems
to me, since we are intrenched in a strong position, to fight on my
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fortified front. If the brigade was attacked by a strong force it
would be obliged to fall back under very disadvantageous circum-
stances, or it would be necessary to move to its support, and so shift
the battle-ground from the intrenched and st;udievdp Fine toa newone,
where we would have no advantage of position.

Respectfully,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 1864—6 p. m. (Received 7.30 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock :

You can halt your column at dark, leaving at 4 a. m. to-morrow.
You will follow the Sixth Corps, whose route has been slightly
changed and who will perhaps cross the river above Hanovertown.
When you halt report your position. Headquarters are at the
Mangohick Church. The cava{ry were across at 9 o’clock this morn-
ing and Russell at 11 a. m. All quiet when last heard from, though
Russell is nervous about Breckinridge at Hanover Court-House.

Respectfully, GEO. G. MEAD
.G E,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ArRMY CORPS,
Bethel Church, May 27, 1864—7.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL : Received your dispatch by Captain Mason ; also one of
6 p. m. Expecting to make a long march to-night, and the men be-
ing wearied, and on account of the difficulty of getting water, I had
ha.%ted my command, say three-quarters of an hour ago, to let them
make a little coffee. 1 shall now move on about 5 miles or to suita-
ble camp. I think they will be able to do that now after their rest

well enough. o
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Bethel Church, May 27, 1864—8.20 p. m.

Brig. Gen. 8. WILLI1AMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

GENERAL: I send herewith a note received from Major Bull, pro-

vost-marshal of this command, relating to a report given by two
contrabands.

Your obedient servant,

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.
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Hpgrs. SECOND CorPS, ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 26, 1864.
Major-General HaNCOCK :

GENERAL: Two contrabands who have just come in report that
Lee’s whole army left Hanover Junction this morning about 8 a. m.,
taking road to Richmond.

8. 0. BULL,

Major and Provost-Marshal.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoroMac,
_ May 27, 1864—9 p. m.  (Received 11 p. m.)
Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

The majgr-general commanding directs that you follow the Sixth
Co to #he bridge at Mrs. Hundley’s, cross and form on General
Wright's left. General W. is directed to move at daylight and take

ition, holding the crossing of Crump’s Creek on his right. with

is left extended toward the Totopotomoy. General Warren crosses
at Hanovertown and takes position beyond (probably beyond Mrs.
Via’s), with his left on the 'Fotopotomoy and Lis right extended to-
ward Crump’s Creek, General Burnside to form on his right. Our
cavalry are now along Crump’s Creek. Breckinridge with his in-
fantry and two divisions of cavalry is represented to at Hanover

Court-House.
i A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Slaff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 27, 1864—9.15 p. m. (Received 11 p. m.)

Major-General HaNncock,
Commanding Second Corps:
The major-general commanding directs me to say that he approves
your proposal to break up the division under General Tyler and ap-
rtion the regiments to organizations already existing, and author-

1zes the same.
A, A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,

It was suggested whether you could not form a fourth division,
having in all four some of the newly arrived troops.
A. A H,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

. May 27, 1864—11.45 p. m.
CommMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS :

You must be about 2 miles in rear of Wright, who is at McDow-
ell's. It is not necessary to go farther to-night, and the hour of
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your leaving to-morrow morning you can tell from Wright’s dis-
tance from you. He moves at daylight, and you need not move
until he is out of the way, so that you will have a clear road; your

troops well up on his.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

CIRCULAR. ] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 27, 1864—6.30 a. m.

The command will move at once in the order indicated last night,
viz, S8econd Division, General Gibbon ; First Division, General
Barlow ; Third Division, General Birney : rear guard composed of
three regiments of the Fourth Division. The pickets will be with-
drawn by each division commander as his division moves. Itis not
supposed that the enemy can follow in any force.

- By order of Major-General Hancock :
FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistunt Adjulant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRrsT DivisioN, SEconp Corps,
May 27, 1864—12.50 a. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER : '

CoLONEL: Miles covering bridge and this side. Second and Third
Brigades across and massed on hill in rear of woods in position first
taken up. Batteries across and going into position on hill. Brooke
about crossing. Will take up position when TFirst and Second
Division pickets cross.

Respectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Corps officer of the day should notify me when all pickets are this
side ; if he does not, will find out as best I can. R OB

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:

My infantry and artillery have been resting here for an hour,
and the wagon train is cfosing up. Unavoidable delays have
kept us back. The men have so far straggled none. 1 shall go
as far to-day as the men’s strength will allow and set out again
about midnight by moonlight ; will have the coolness of the
night and early day to march in, and I think can march 20 miles
from where I start by to-morrow noon, which will, I think, bring
me to the New Castle Ferry, if the distance is 35 miles from our
starting point. General Burnside’s infantry will hardly be able to
set out before 12 m. to-day, but his men will be well rested, and if he
sets out at midnight wiil not be much behind me at the Pamun-
key River.
Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 1864—4.15 p. m.

Major-General WARREN : :
Headquarters are at Mangohick Church. The commanding general
directs me to inform you that examinations are now being made that
will probably modify your route from Hebron Church (1 mile be-
yond this), so that you wili move to Hanovertown instead of New
Castle Ferry. Wright is moving by a road that turns off a mile or
two back from here and near to the bridge right opposite Mrs. Hund-
ley’s, in the vicinity of which he will throw a Eridge. The com-
manding general thinks it better that you should move on as far as
you can until toward evening and go into camp, then resuming the
march as soon after daylight as practicable. Report when you

camp.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

« HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—7.10 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

I have two divisions in camp, the third coming up, and the artil-
tery and trains following. e camp on Dowell’s Creek, about 2
miles from Mangohick Church. My headquarters are about 2 miles
from the church, at a house called Turk’s. My flag is on the road.
The march has been very severe on men and animals. Ihave moved
as fast and far as I could to clear the road for General Burnside. If
he be camped 5 miles behind me he can start at the same hour and
not be delayed.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN.
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Portomac,
May 27, 1864—8.30 p. m.
Major-General W ARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you move to-morrow
to Hanovertown, crossing the river, and take position in advance,
with your left resting on the Totopotomoy and your right extending
toward Crump’s Creek. The map indicates this position to be be-

ond Mrs. Via’s house. (General Burnside will form on your right ;

fancock next, and Wright on the right, holding the crossing of

Crump’s Creek. Upon crossing the river you wiﬁ relieve General

Russell’s division, which will then rejoin its corps.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
No. —. May 27, 1864—9.15 p. m.
1. This command will move to-morrow morning, 28th instant, at

4 o'clock, to Hanovertown. The order of march will be the same as
to-day : First Division, Brigadier-General Griflin, leading ; second,
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Fourth Division, with Maryland Brigade, Brigadier-General Cutler ;
third, Third Division, Bri adier-General Crawford ; fourth, Artil-
lery Brigade, Colonel Wainwright ; fifth, wagon trains; sixth,
Heavy Artillery Brigade, Colonel Kitching.
By command of Major-General Warren: ]
S. M. MORGAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
Jericho Mills, May 27, 1864—12.50 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS :

The rear of the corps has just crossed the bridge, and everythin
has passed quietly. The roads have been very heavy so far, an
are said to be worse for the next mile, when they improve. The
marching has thus far been slow in consequence. ill the major-
Eeneral commanding inform me whether he exgects the corps to be

ept moving till it reaches Hanovertown, or whether a rest of, say,
three hours can be taken after daylight? Without such a rest I
fear the straggling will be excessive. expect to meet my supply
trains at Chesterfield Station and to halt long enough to 1ssue ra-

tions.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SixTH CORPS,
May 27, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have gone into camp near McDowell’s, or Cedar Hill
Mill, about 34 miles from the point where we left the road on which
General Russell marched. uring the last mile the movement
could be seen from the other side of the Pamunkey. I think it
would be advisable, therefore, to move in the morning at daylight,
spdtha.t the direction of our march could not be seen from the other
side.

Very respectfully, :
¥ rospe Y - H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

N My headquarters are on the road, left-hand side, at McDowell’s
ouse. :

HeADQUARTERS FIRST DrvisioN, SixTH CORPS,
South Side Pamunkey River, May 27, 1864—12 m.
Lioutenant-Colonel McMAHON,
Assistant Adjutant-General:
I arrived at this point with my command at 11 a. m. The only
information yet obtained places Breckinridge’s command at Hanover
Court-House, some 7 miles distant ; a larger force of the enemy at
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Hanover Junction. Should Breckinridge move on this point he
would probably arrive here about 7 p. m. His force is estimated at
about 10,000 men. Any other portion of the corps which is intended
. to be sent here I think should be pushed forward as rapidly as pos-
sible. Our cavalry are well to the front, and report one brigade of
the enemy’s cavalry (Rosser’s) about 5 miles distant.
D. A. RUSSELL,
Brigadier-General.

The commissary was able to issue but one day’s rations yesterday.
He has been instructed to forward the balance ordered without

delay.
D. A. R.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 1864—2.35 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE :

We have no reports from Warren and Wright, but they are pre-

sumed to be across the river. Warren’s pickets were to have been
withdrawn at 2 a. m.
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—3 a. m.

General BURNSIDE :

My headquarters are where gou S&W me to-dag, but I will shortly
move back where you saw me day before yester ag.
: NFD 8. HANCOCK.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 27, 1864—3 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE :

Is General Crittenden’s division in position at Quarles’ Mills and

Jericho Bridge ?
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjulant-General.

May 27, 1864—3.30 a. m.
General S. WILLIAMS: '

One brigade at old crossing, one at Quarles’ Mills, one at Jericho.
The bridge at old crossing is now being destroyed. Pickets all with-

drawn.
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Magor-General.



I

256 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. O. [Crap. XLVIIL

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
_ Moy 27, 1864—3.45 a. m.
General S. WILLIAMS, :
Assistant Adjutant-General :
I am ready to move at a moment’s notice.
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
‘ May 27, 1864—3.45 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The majorsgeneral commanding directs me to say that it is just
reported to him that some troops of your corps have cut the line of
march of Warren’s rear troops and the pickets of the Sixth Corps
on the south side of the river. Where are these troops going
Have the brigades for Jericho Mills ford and Quarles’ Mills ford
been directed to move on the south side of the river? If they have
been they will not be able to cross the river. Your report of Ninth
Corps being ready for orders is just received.

A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 27, 1864—4 4. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Your dispatch stating that your troops are in readiness to move
at a moment’s notice has been received. I am directed by the major-
general commanding to say that this is inconsistent with the fact
that a portion of them is on the south side of the river cutting the
line of march of General Warren.

S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjuiant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—5 a. m.
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

It does not seem possible that any of my corps are on the south
side of the river. All of General Crittenden’s division was with-
drawn over his own bridge, together with his pickets, and the bridge
is destroyed. One brigade was left to cover the ford and one brigade
sent to Quarles’ Ford, and is in position there now, and one brigade
was sent to Jericho Ford, and is represented to me as in position there
now, under Major Morton, on thenorth side of the river. If General
Warren’s troops had not all passed over Quarles’ Ford when this
brigade for Jericho reached there it would have been impossible that
the commanding officer of the brigade could have carried out the
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orders of the commanding general without going through that col-
umn. My information as to the pusition of the troops is necessarily
obtained from officers in charge of the movement, and I deem it quite
as reliable as that received by the commanding general from like
sources until the certainty is established. I am not in the habit of
making reports inconsistent with the facts of the case, and cannot
permit any person to make such insinuations.
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HeapQuarTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864.
General S. WILLIAMS:

Potter and Crittenden are across and their pickets are being with-
drawn. Willcox still in position. Do you Lnow anything of the
progress of Warren or Wright ?

A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
May 27, 1864—4.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The headquarters are at Mangohick Church. The route of the
Fifth Corps and the Ninth Corps will probably be modificd so that
to-morrow they will move to Hanovertown instead of New Castle.
General Wright is moving to a point 3 or 4 miles above Hanover-
town by a route that turns off from the ridge road. These head-
quarters_are about 2 miles back from here. The commanding

eneral directs that you encamp for the night in rear of the Fifth
or{)s and follow it to-morrow. It is directed to move as soon after

daylight as practicable.
. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 27, 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-(}eneml BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you follow the Fifth
Corps to Hanovertown to-morrow morning, and after crossing the
river take position on the right of the Fifth Corps. The left of the
Fifth Corps will rest on Totopotomoy Creek, the right extending
toward Crump’s Creek. Hancock Wiﬁ be in position on your right
and Wright on the right, holding the roads crossing Crump's Creek.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
; Magor-General and Chief of Staff.
17 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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May 27, 1864—9 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE :

The commanding Fenera.l directs me to acknowledge the receipt of
your dispatch by telegraph of 5 a. m. this day, and to reply to the
same as follows: The commanding general is somewhat astonished
that you should deem it necessary to repel insinuations on your
veracity, as no such insinuations were ever designed. Nor does he
deem the telegram sent to you obnoxious to any such charge. You
reported the brigades of Crittenden’s division in position and your
corps ready to move, whereas, at that very moment a staff officer of
General Warren was reporting to the commanding general that
his pickets were delayed in crossing the river by %emg cut by a
column of your troops.

Now, while the commanding general is willing to admit the bri-
gade could not reach Jericho without cutting Warren’s column,
unless it waited for it to pass, and while he is perfectly satisfied with
the explanation of the cutting, he must insist the fact that this bri-
gade was at that moment passing Quarles’ Bridge, was inconsistent
with the fact reported by you.that it was in position at Jericho.
This is all the commanding general intended to convey by the tele-
gram. He is fully aware that you as well as himself are dependent -
on the reports of subordinates, liable to misapprehension and error,
and the knowledge of this fact, he thinks, should have shielded him
from the delusion you appear to have labored under that he in-
tended to impugn your veracity or charge you with intentional mis-
representation. The report brought to the commanding general
that some of your troops were on the south side of the river at the
time was not well founded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpQrs. CAvALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE Poromac,
Hanovertown, Va., May 27, 1864—9 a. m.
Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I now occupy Hanover-
town. The crossing was taken with but little opposition, a small
picket of cavalry being the only force found at this point. The two

ontoon bridges are down and in use. The First Cavalry Division
as crossed the river, the Second Division moving out to cross.
QGeneral Russell’s division has not yet arrived. I think it is but a
short distance in our rear.
Very respectfully, &ec.,
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

Hp@rs. CAVALRY CoRPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 1864—5.20 p. m.
Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: I have the honor toreport that General Torbert, whose
division had the advance, found a detachment of about 100 men of
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Gordon’s brigade holding the ford at Hanovertown. This party was
easily dislodged, and the division crossed. After passing through
Hanovertown, on the road to Hanover Court-House, Gordon’s bri-
gade of cavalry (rebel) was encountered, charged, and driven pell-
mell toward Hanover Court-House. We captured 6 commissioned
officers and 70 men. If General Torbert’s command had not been
so much fatigued he would have captured the whole brigade, it was
so much demoralized. It is reported that Wickham's and Lomax's
brigades are both at Hanover Court-House. I am alsoinformed that
Breckinridge was there last night with 10,000 men. I have not
ushed my advance beyond Cru'mE’s Swamp, as we have a good line
From there to Totopotomoy Creek. (eneral Russell’s division has
crossed, and is now all on this side of the river.
Very respectfully. your obedient servant,
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

Hbpgrs. CavaLrRY CoRPS, ARMY OF THE PoTomac,
May 27, 1864,
Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division:
The commanding general desires that you have your horses sad-
dled and the artillery hitched at 4. a. m. to-morrow.
C. KINGSBURY, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

Port RovAL, May 27, 1864—1.30 p. m.
(Received 2.50 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK : i
General Meade has ordered me to send him twenty pontoon-boats
and appurtenances. I shall have to take the horses and harness be-
longing to the reserve batteries of the Ninth Corps, which are now
here. Five hundred wagons for the front are now here loading. 1
shall send as many troops as can get ready, reserving a sufficient
force for the protection of the telegraph line, depot, and guarding
risoners. Four hundred and twenty-six rebel prisoners are here.
They will be shipped to Point Lookout as soon as transportation is
ready. Two thousand more are expected.
' J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

‘WasHINGTON, D. C., May 27, 1864—3.30 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,
Port Royal:

You are right in takinfg artillery horses and harness to send for-
ward pontoon trains. If not enough, make up deficiency from quar-
termaster’s trains. Several thousand more troops are on the way

to Port Royal.
H. W. HALLECK,
Mgjor-General and Chief of Staff.

AL
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Port Rovav, May 27, 1864—7 g m.
(Received 8 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK :
Transportation is ready for five of the six batteries of the Reserve
Artillery of the Ninth Corps to Washington. Shall T send the offi-
cers, men, and horses with the guns which start to-morrow? AsI

‘keep a small force for the protection of the depot, I shall detain one

of the batteries.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

‘ WasHINGTON, D. C., May 27, 1864—10.20 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,
Port Royal:

Send back to Army of the Potomac all artillery horses fit for
duty. Officers, men, and guns of Reserve Artillery not required for
defense of depot at Port Royal will be sent to Washington.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, May 27, 1864,
MILITARY GOVERNOR OF FREDERICKSBURG :

Advise me immediately when Fredericksburg is abandoned ; also,
when the tI‘OOﬂS have started for this place. Do this immediately,
as we expect the line to be cut every moment.

. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

May 27, 1864.
General AUGUR:

Send a regiment of Ohio militia to Point Lookout to report there
to comman(rl’ing officer. Send me a memorandum of troops sent for-
ward to Fredericksburg and Port Royal since May 4, the date of
General Grant’s crossing of the Rapidan,

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SAINT MARY’S DIsTRICT,
Point Lookout, May 27, 1864.
Maj. R. S. Davis,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Fort Monroe, Va.:
MaJor : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with in-

structions from the War Department. telegraphed May 25, 1864,

eight companies of the Twentieth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps,
under the command of Lieut. Col. George A. Washburne, number-

._.4-:‘-'-..3.
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ing 11 officers and 530 men, arrived here yesterday to relieve the
Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers, which embarked to-day with 31
gﬁ'i(iers and 5%0 men to report to Lieutenant-GGeneral Grant in the
eld.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. G. DRAPER,
Colonel Thirty-sixth U. 8. Colored Troops, Communding.

WASHINGTON, May 27, 1864—11,30 a. m,

Major-General BUTLER,
Bermuda Hundred, Va.:

In using the words, ‘“ Hold the James to City Point,” I presume
General Grant meant the point you now occupy, above the Appo-
mattox and Op]posite City Point. No name is given to it on my
maps. General Grant undoubtedly means that you are to hold your
present fortified position. Advices from Fort Monroe were that
there was no officer of sufficient rank in command to control affairs
at that place (Norfolk, Portsmouth, Yorktown, and their dependen-
cies), and to secure concert of action ; that, to accomplish this, in
your absence, there should be a district commander over the whole,
acting under your general instructions. No particular irregularities
were specified by inspection report. Rebels seem to be making a
desperate stand on the South Anna, and General Grant thiiks that
Lee has been heavily re-enforced from Richmond. General Smith
should take every possible precaution in landing on the Pamunkey.
Transports orderedl here are already on their return.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
May 27, 1864—1 p. m. (Received 7. p. m.)

Major-General HALLECK :

At the request of General Smith I send to ask if the point of
debarkation can be changed to West Point. The river from that

int to the White House is narrow, tortuous. and filled with torpe-
ngs, and no known landing exists on the north side of the Pamun-
key at the White House. At West Point the wharves were repaired
under my direction before we left for this point, and the landing can
be perfectly covered by gun-boats and a safe depot made there, if
desirable. General Smith thinks time will be saved by the change

in the order.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

BerMUDA, May 27, 1864.
(Received 4 p. m.)
Col. J. W. SHAFFER:
Since yesterday noon eighteen steamers have arrived from Colonel
Biggs ; one yet to report, which will make the nineteen advised by
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him. Two have reported as sent from Alexandria, the Perot and

Varuna, and there are eleven plying here and in the adjacent waters,

. and that were here discharging cargo and now ready for service.

Tatal here and ready to receive troops or other cargo, twenty-nine.
GEO. 8. DODGE,

Cuplain and Assistant Quartermaster.

‘WasHINGTON, D. C., May 27, 1864.

R. O’Briex,
Butler’s Headquarters :

I want you to prepare for work in direction of White House from
Williamsgurg without delay. I do not know to what extent it will
be necessary to continue working line to Butler’s present headquar-
ters, but hope we may be permitted to abandon it all to enable you
to bring awa%{r)ﬁerators, builders, and material. The line from Will-
iamsburg to ite House and beyond is of greatest importance; it
will be the only means of communication with Grant,and must be
built without a moment’s delay. I need a building party from here
to commence work at White House, continuing thence to Grant’s
headquarters. Confer with Sheldon as to plans and route to build
upon. Amnswer quick. You musgt use all the arbitraries in your
cipher. Important words should not come in English. Leave
“snow” out. Butler’s headquarters to work cipher with his card
key, and direct him to use great care.
T. T. ECKERT.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 28, 1864.
Mr, SHELDON,
Telegraph Operator, Fort Monroe :

I should have no doubt that the telegraph route most easily pro-
tected would be across the York at Gloucester Point, thence up to
‘West Point, thence across the Mattapony between the two rivers.
The route by the old road and New Kent Court-House would be
broken all the time until General Grant crosses the Chickahominy.

' BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.

GILLMORE'S,
May 27, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER :

‘Will it be practicable for me to get the wire which I spoke of in
my dispatch of yesterday ? I recommend its use in front of thé in-
trenchments.

Your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Magjor-General.

. :LJ
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 27, 1864—1.15 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE:

The commanding general directs that you order Lieutenant
Beecher, commanding Battery A, Fifth U. 8. Artillery ; Lieuten-
ant Hunt, commanding Battery L, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, and Cap-
tain Elder, commanding Battery B, First U. 8. Artillery, to report
immediately in person with their commands to Major-General Smith
for duty. They are wanted this evening.

J. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 27, 1864—7 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :

The major-general commanding directs that you detail fatigue
parties to report at 7 a. m. daily to Captain Suess at the redoubt on
the right of General Marston’s old headquarters, to Captain Eaton
near tﬁe Curtis house, and to Lieutenant ga.rsons in front of Battery
No. 3. These details to be made until the works are finished.

Very respectfully, G. WEITZEL
) Brigadier-émwral.

{Indorsement.)

‘Write letter for daily detail.

General Kautz, 200 men to report to Captain Suess, Volunteer
Engineers, at redoubt on right of General Marston’s old headquar-
ters. (General Terry, 150 to Lieutenant Parsons.

HeADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—S8 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER, Commanding :

A report reaches me that it is in contemplation to reorganize
Ames’ and Turner’s divisions of the Tenth Corps. Can this be
true ?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—8.25 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER, Commanding:

In the present reduced force under my command, and the amount
of work yet to be done on the main line, I suggest that work on the
redoubt near Curtis’ house be suspended for the present. I do not
see any use of the redoubt, for if the main line is ever carried this
redoubt will not st&p an enemy’s pursuit.

Very respectfully,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

LR SN
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 27, 1864—9 p. m.
General GILLMORE:
The major-general commanding directs that the work on the re-
doubt near the Curtis house be suspended for the present, and that
Captain Eaton, with his detail of engineers, report to me to-morrow

at 8 a. m. for duty.
WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Engincers.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864—9 p. m.
Col. HENrRY L. ABBoOT,
First Connecticut Artillery:

You will please tuke charge of the construction of sand-bag loop-
holes on the parapet of our line, from the left of Ames’ old %ine to
the extreme right next James River. Five sand-bags to each loop-
hole, loop-holes to be 5 feet apart from center to center for infantry
parapet, and 3 feet in the batteries. If you require more men than
you can furnish please let me know.
Respectfully,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

Hpgrs. THIRD BRIG., FirsT Div., 10TH ARMY CORPS,
Bermuda Hundred, Va., May 27, 1864.
(Received 29th.)
Capt. ADRIAN TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

CaptaIN: I have the honor to request that the Tenth Connecticut
Volunteers be relieved from doing picket duty to-night. This regi-
ment last night at dark was ordereg to report to Colonel Howell, to
man the parapet upon his front ; it lay in the water and mud and dew
all night, and is broiling in the hot sun to-day. Colonel Otis reports
to me that the regiment 1s as much fatigued, if not more, than if they
had been on picket at the front in the shade; that he cannotl be
responsible for the proper performance of picket duty by the regi-
ment, the officers and men of which are so fatigued. Besides, Col-
onel Howell informs me that he cannot relieve it until his pickets
are relioved. I would respectfully ask that I may be allowed to
send daily one regiment or more on picket, according as my propor-
tion of picket duty shall be fixed, and that the force detailed from
my brigade for picket duty may be as nearly as practicable posted
on my front.

By this arrangement I should be able to man the works in my
front at all times with about three regiments, who know their places
and the ground in front of them, and when the pickets fall back
they will also fall back to their proper command and position, be-
sides the regir:cnts will thus be enabled to picket the same ground,
acquirin, tilereby a perfect familiarity with their positions. If 1
may be allowed to suggest, I would respectfully state that, with my
command I will, in my judgment, be able to defend the right of our
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line so far as to include Battery No. 2, and a third of the space on
the left of it to the Central road, and if the general should deem it
absolutely necessary, I would accept the whole right as far as to the
Central road, and then be able to furnish daily one regiment for
vicket duty and one regiment for fatigue. Soon as the general shall
hetermine what portion of the line is to be defended by the Third
Brigade, I will immediately encamp my regiments accordingly.

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
H. M. PLAISTED,
Colonel Eleventh Maine Vols. Comdg. Third Brigade,

Hpgrs. SECOND DivisioN, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the IFielid, Va., May 27, 1864.
Colonels ALForD and BARTON:
CoLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you
immediately get your command in readiness to move this p. m,

Very respectfully, &ec.,
P. A. DAVIS,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS E1IGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864.
(Via Fort Monroe. Received 9.15 p. m.)
General M. C. MEias,
Quartermaster-General ;

General Smith desires me to ask that 3,000 axes and 4,000 handles,
3,000 spades or shovels, and 600 picks and 750 handles be sent to
Yorktown, subject to my order, as soon as possible.

W. W. VAN NESS,
* Aeling Chief Quartermaster

CHIEF QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE,
DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,

Fort Monroe, May 27, 1864.
Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH,

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps:

Sir : Agreeably to your request, I called yesterday on Lieutenant-
Colonel Stewart, Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, and Captain Law-
rence, Ninth New Jersey Volunteers. I found Captain Lawrence too
weak totell me anything coherently. Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart
avers that early in the morning, before the general attack was made,
the enemy made two cavalry attacks, and then dismounted to try it
again, but he was not certain that they made the third attempt.
T%‘fgﬁrst two attacks were handsomely repulsed. Colonel Stewart
reported each time to General Heckman.

Very respectfully, &c.,
F. U. FARQUHAR,
Cuptain, U. 8. Enyineers,
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CIRCULAR. ] Hpgers. FIRsT DIvIsION, 18TH ARMY CORPS,
‘ May 27, 1864.
The tents of this command will be struck and the troops held in
readiness to march.
By command of Brigadier-General Brooks:
. THEODORE READ,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

May 27, 1864,
(Received 8 p. m.)
General HINgS:
You and Colonel Duncan will come to these headquarters imme-
diately. It is important that you get here as soon as you can.
BUTLER,
General.

May 27, 1864—8.45 p. m.
Colonel SHAFFER: '

‘Where is General Butler to-night ?
HINKS,
General.

May 27, 1864.
(Received 9.15 p. m.)
General HINKS: :

At his old headquarters. Come at once.
SHAFFER,
Colonel.

May 27, 1864—9.05 p. m.
. General Kavurz:

Iam informed that there is some trouble about your picket-line.
Please superintend in person the posting and instructing them, to

guard against surprise to-night.
8 P & BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VA, aNDp N. C.,
No. 72. In the Field, Va., May 27, 1864,

Brig. Gen. G. F. Shepley is hereby placed in command of the Dis-
trict of Eastern Virginia, comprising Fortress Monroe, Yorktown,
Williamsburg, Norfolk, Portsmouth, and the Eastern Shore of Vir-
ginia.

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:

R. 8. DAVIS,

Magjor and Assistant Adjutant-General,
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May 27, 1864.

Lient. W. R. KiNg, U. 8. Engineers:

Wwill grou please inform me how the torpedoes, which were the
cause of the fearful accident yesterday, were conducted from the
the ordnance depot to the cars?. Who was in charge of them, to
watch them while being loaded on the cars? In whose charge were
they while they were on the cars? Were they carefully watched,
and in whose hands did they fall on their arrival at Batchelder’s
Creek? It is reported now that these torpedoes were placed in an
open wagon with no one but the driver with the wagon; that they
were exposed at the depot the same as barrels of provisions, and that
at Batchelder’s Creek they were turned over to a party of negroes to
trundle into the commissary store-house, with no one to watch them.
I do not believe these stories, and I wish you would give me a true
statement of all the circumstances as far as you know them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1. N. PALMER,
Brigadier-General.

‘WasHINGTON, D. C., May 28, 1864—4.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,
In the Field :
Your letter of the 26th is received, and measures taken to imme-
diately carry out your wishes.
H. w. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

WaSHINGTON, May 28, 1864—10.10 p. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
In the Field:

Nothing will leave here for Port Royal after 12 o’clock to-morrow.
It is expected that everything for the Army of the Potomac and:
everything from that army will have reached that point by June 1,
when General Abercrombie has been directed to break up the depot
and transfer it to the Pamunkey. It is presumed that General
Smith will have reached there by that time.

H. W. HALLECK,
Magjor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
May 28, 1864—3.45 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps :

As General Burnside will hardly be up this side of the river to-
day, General Warren has occupied an independent position—that is,
he has closed in his right to the river, along a little stream marked
on the map as rising near Mrs. Edwards’. I send[you & map with
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the position of Warren indicated roughly by a broken pencil line.
. Please return the map to me. I donot know your line further than
that it is to be on Wright’s left, and send you this sketch, as it may
modify your left until Burnside comes up.
. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864—7.45 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK, .
Commanding Second Corps :

I received 1your dispatch respecting the connection of your line
with General Warren’s and your advanced brigade, which [ referred
to General Meade, but as yet have received no directions respecting

the matter.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Muajor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
. May 28, 1864—10.30 p. m.
Major-General HaNcOCK :

The major-general commanding directs me to say that you should
either withdraw your brigade at Haw’s Shop or advance your line
to that point. e considers it desirable that your position should
cover the road from Haw’s Shop past Dr. Pollard’s, in order that the
road may be used for movements of troops, but if in your judg-
ment your present line gives a better position than the more ad-
vanceg one retain it. eneral Burnside is ordered to move from
the vicinity of Hanovertown bridge to Haw’s Shop at early day-
light and take position with hisright on your left, and extend so as
to cover the road from Haw’s Shop past Norman's. Warren will
throw forward his whole line to correspond and cover the ieft flank.
Information received from prisoners and deserters leads to the belief
that the enemy is in strong force in our front and may agssume the
offensive to-morrow morning, and the commanding general enjoins
great vigilance from an early hour to-morrow.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, _
May 28, 1864—11.45 p. m.
(Heneral HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff :

T have decided to withdraw the advanced brigade at Haw’s Shop,
as I do not consider it practicable to get the troops on as new and as
good a line of battle as the present at an early hour to-morrow.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Mayjor-General, Commeanding.
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 28, 1864.
Division commanders are directed to have the men under arms a%
daylight, and to see that the picket-lines are well established and
properly commanded. Information is received to the effect that the
enemy 18 in strong force, and may assume the offensive to-morrow
morning. Good roads for artillery must be made in rear of and
along the line. Rifle-pits should be arranged to allow infantry and
artilfery to pass in and out at roads leading to the front,
By command of Major-General Hancock :
: FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Mavy 28, 1864.
(Heneral BIRNEY :

General Hancock directs that you move up to the Hanover Court-
House road and form on General Barlow's right. The orderly will

guide you to the cross-road.
C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Stlaff.

May 28, 1864—12.30 p. m.
General WARREN :
Captain Livermore reports the pontoon train to have passed head-
‘quarters at 9.30 a. m. It is probably at the river by this time. Dc
you want the canvas pontoon taken up at once and replaced ?
. A. ROEBLING,.
Major and Aide-de-Cump.,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoroMac,
May 28, 1864-—2.30 p. m,
Major-General WARREN :
Until the arrival of General Burnside you must extend as much
as possible to the right to cover the space he will occupy when he
comes up. Did you relieve (Feneral Russell this morning ?  If so, at

what hour?
. GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

If there is a great space between you and Hancock, as Burnside
cannot be up to-night, you must be prepared to move up in case you

are wanted.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864—10.30 p. m,
Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:
General Burnside is ordered to move at early daylight to-morrow
to vicinity of Haw’s Shop, and take position, with his right on Han-
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cock’s left, in that vicinity, and exténd to cover the road from Haw’s
Shop past Norman’s. The major-general commanding directs that
ou throw forward your line early to-morrow morning so as to con-
inue the position covering that road from Burnside’s left to the
Totopotomoy, and cover the left lank on that creek. He directs that
you make your lines the shortest practicable consistent with the
round, so as to have troops available for other purposes than hold-
ing the rifle-pits thrown up. General Burnside E
tions. Information derived from prisoners and deserters induces the.
belief that the enemy is in strong force in front, and may assume

the offensive to-morrow. .
A, A. HUMPHREYS
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 28, 1864—11 p. m. (Received 11.15 p. m.)
Major-General W ARREN :

A construction party will be at your present headquarters early
to-morrow morning to extend the line to your new position. Please .
give the party the necessary instructions. Inform them how to
reach General Burnside’s headguarters.

S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 28, 1864.
The major-general commanding directs that men found straggling
away from the column be brought back by shooting at them.
By command of Major-General Warren :
S. M. MORGAN,
Assistant Adjutani-General.

HEeADQUARTERs SixTH ARMY CORPS,
Pamunkey River, May 28, 1864—7.30 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

1 have the honor to report that the head of my column has arrived
and is now being massed, awaiting the completion of the bridge,
which is nearly finished. The river is too deep for fording, and ne
communication has been yet had with the other side.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
Mrs. Hundley’s, May 28, 1864—8.20 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :
My troops are crossing the bridge and massing this side, prepara-
tory to taking position. Crump’s Creek and Swamp are no obstacles
to infantry, according to the report of the cavalry, their skirmishers

as similar instruc- -
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having moved over both without difficulty. So far as I can see,
there 1s no good position for covering the flank of the line, but I
shall learn more definitely soon, as I am just going out to examine
the ground. The two roads from Hanover Court-House crossing
Crump’s Swamp are said to be very good.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SiXTH CORPS,
Dr. Pollard’s, May 28, 1864—11.50 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS :
Your dispatch * of ——a. m. received. One division of m[\)' troo
is in ition, and the second, which, with the artillery, has been de-

layed by some accident to the bridge, will soon be. 1 have two bri-
es and three batteries on west of Crump’s Creck : the remainder
will be on this side. It was absolutely essential to the safety of the
right flank to hold the other side of Crump’s Creek in considerable
strength.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 28, 1864—10.30 p. m.
Major-General WRIGHT :

The major-general commanding directs me to say that the enemy
is in strong force about 1 mile in your front, and it appears ﬁ)robable
may assume the offensive to-morrow. He enjoins great vigilance on
your part, and especially before and at daylight and the early hours

of morning.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 28, 1864—9.45 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you move at early
daylight to-morrow morning by the road from Hanovertown to
Haw’s Shop (%]rinted on the map Harris’ Shop), and take position
with your right connected with General Hancock’s left, at or in the
vicinity of Haw’s Shop, and your left extended so as to cover the
road running from Haw’s Shop past Norman’s to the Totopotomoy,
as far as your line extends. eneral Warren, whose line is now
nearly a mile in rear of this road, will throw forward his line and
continue the position from your left to the Totopotomoy, and extend
so as to cover the left flank. The major-general commanding
directs that you will make your front as short as the nature of the

* Not found.
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ground will admit, so as to have a force available for other purposes
than the defense of the line of rifle-pits, which should be thrown up
immediately upon your occupancy of the ground. Information re-
ceived from prisoners and others leads to the belief that a large part
of Lee's army is already in our front, and the commanding general
desires to have the army in position, intrenched, at the earliest possi-

ble moment. :
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Qeneral and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 28, 1864—11 p. m.
(General A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I have the honor to re]l)ort that one division of my command is
now in camp on the south side of the Pamunkey, and the others are
coming in. There was considerable delay caused in getting them
across the bridge, in consequence of the cutting of one of the trains
of the Fifth Corps just before the column reached the bridge. I
think the road is now clear, and I hope to get the last of the com-
mand in camp by 1 o’clock. My heagquarters are hetween those of
General Warren and the bridge.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE.

-ARTILLERY HDQRs., ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864.
Capt. JoEN EDWARDS,
Commanding Reserve Artillery, Ninth Corps:

CaprraIN: Your report of yesterday is just received. General
Meade directs that you take your command to Washington, either
by water, if transportation can be procured at Port Royal, or that
you march across the country, via Dumfries. If it is not considered
safe for ﬂou to march, you will telegraph to Washington for an es-
cort. ere is telegraphic communication from Port Conway.
You will bave to be ferried across at Port Royal. Look out for
yourself, and %et across the river as soon as you can.

Respectfully, &c.,
HENRY J. HUNT,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery.

CIRCULAR.] HeADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 28, 1864.

The order of march to-day will be as follows: First, the wagon
train, in charge of sufficient guards to assist them ; second, General
Willcox’s division ; third, General Potter’s division ; fourth, Gen-
eral Crittenden’s division. (General Crittenden will instruct his rear
guards to force up all stragglers. General Willcox will start at 6.30
o’clock, or as soon thereafter as the road is well clear of wagons,
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The Thirty-fifth Massachusetts will, under the direction of Major
Morton, repair the ford over Reedy Swamp and build a foot bridge. -
The attention of division commanders is called to the direction given
to have an efficient officer constantly in cha.r%a of their trains.
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Magor-General.

—_——

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 28, 1864.
Brigadier-General POTTER,
Commanding Second Division :

GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you hold your
command in readiness to move at 6 o’clock this morning. The
crossing has been secured at Hanovertown by the Sixth Corps, and
the cavalry are pushing out on all the roads leading to Richmond.
If possible, arrangements will be made to place you either in the ad-
vance or center.

I am, general, your ¢bedient servant,
EDWARD M. NEILL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpgRs, CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
N May 28, 1864—6. p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff :

GENERAL : Rebel prisoner reports Ewell’s and Longstreet’s corps
4 miles from here, where they saw them marching to keep pace or
head oftf our army. A negro who left Richmond this morning saw
large trains near Shady Grove, also large number of infantry. My
losses to-day will be about 350. Iam bringing a_large number of
rebels, wounded. 1 found a number of Springfield rifles, all new
and most of them broken at the small of the stock.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

Hp@rs. CAvaALRY Corrs, ARMY oF THE PoTomac,
May 28, 1864.
Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division:

GENERAL : The major-gencral commanding directs that you move
your command and take position at Haw’s Shop. You will then have
yvour command in readiness to make'a reconnaissance. The general
directs that you hold the points you now have on the Totopotomoy

Creek.
JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

18 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HpQrs. CavaLRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864.
Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division :
GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs that the Thir-
teenth Penngylvania Cavalry, on joining yourﬁivision, be dismounted
and its horses turned over to the dismounted veterans of your com-

mand.
C.-KINGSBURY, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Hpgrs. THIRD CAVALRY Div., CAVvALRY CORPS,
Mangohick, Va., May 28, 1864—2.30 p. m.
Lieut. Col. J. W. ForsYTH,
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps:

CoLONEL: A very intelligent man from the First South Carolina
Volunteer Infantry has just come into my command, having left
Hanover Junction this morning at 6 a. m. He is communicative
and says there are no troops of any kind north of the South Anna,
all having left last night, as he heard, for Ashland Station. His
division, commanded by Colonel Hunt, Early’s corps, left the in-
trenchments about 1 o’clock yesterda‘,%',. He saw at least six brigades
marching out toward Ashland on Wednesday or Thursday night,
and understood that the intentions of this movement was to prepare
for an anticipated movement on our part across the Pamunkey at
Littlepage’s or Old Hanovertown. There has been talk among Lee’s
army for several days that this would probably be Grant’s next
movement, and that the result would be a great battle somewhere
between the stage road from Mechanicsville to Piping Tree Ferry
and Ashland Station. It was his impression, from the fact that
intrenching tools had been issued, the country would be fortified and
the old policy pursued. I send the man, Hancock, to your head-
quarters. He is a citizen of Virginia and well acquainted with the
country on the Tuckahoe, where his wife resides. He wishes to get
her out and can probably be made useful as a guide if any operations
are pushed in tfn)at direction. I have sent an application to have
Captain Andrews, Eighth Infantry, detailed for duty with me.
Cogswell agrees to the detail. Please approve and request it.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[Indorsement.]
Respectfully forwarded, for information of major-general com-

manding.
8 P. H. SHERIDAN,
Magor-General, Commanding Cavalry Corps.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Camp near Navy-Yard, Washingfon, May 28, 1864—6 a. m.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
Your dispatch of yesterday received about 11 p. m., and the trans-
portation called for at once, that previously held in hand having
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been used for the wounded. T am a little uncertain, as it is not men-
tioned in your orders, if you wish the material specially ordered to
be ready by the last of April, or my regimental and siege tool teams,
but to make sure shall take them unless you countermand them

before I leave here.
H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General.

—

Port RovaLr, May 2§, 1864.
General BENHAM: .
Please send 400 chesses, 500 balk lashings, 2 coil cables, and 25
long balks. Please have the above shipped to White House.
H. V. SLOSSON,
Captain, Fifleenth New York Volunteer Engineers.

MaNGoHICK CHURCH, Va.,
May 28, 1864—7 a. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,
Port Royal, Va.:

The army is now at and near Hanovertown, and everything com-
ing forward to it you will please send to that place and by way of
that place.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

W ABHINGTON, D. C., May 28, 1864—10 a. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,
Port Roydl, Ta. :

- Nothing will be sent from here to Port Royal after 12 o’clock to-
morrow. Troops will be retained to guard last trains to the army.
It is expected that everything from the army will have arrived by
the 1st of June, and that your depot will tKen be broken up and
transferred to the York and Pamunkey. Veteran Reserve guards
will be taken with you. Illinois cavalry will be sent back.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

PorT RovaL, May 28, 1864—10.15 p. m.
Major-General HALLECK, :
Chief of Staff:

Troops as follows have reported to-day and will be sent forward
with a large supply train: Colonel Howard’s Second Maryland Vol-
unteers, 160 men ; Major Addicks’ One hundred and fifty-seventh
Pennsylvania Volunteers. 250 men : Colonel Winslow's Fifth New
York, 300; Colonel Grimshaw's Fourth Delaware, 513; different
detachments, about 850; in all, 2,073. Seven hundred men, differ-
ent detachments in a battalion, commanded by Captain Pease,
Seventeenth Infantry, went forward this a. m., guarding a train.
Fredericksburg was abandoned this a. m. ; the garrison has arrived
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here. The wounded at the Wilderness safely brought in and
shipped, with the exception of some at Robertson’s Tavern, within
the enemy’s line. Those from Milford are all in. An empty train
on its way from the army was attacked 4 miles from here by a
small band of guerrillas, 1 or 2 men slightly wounded. Thirteen
- wagons were destroyed. This, I think, was owing to want of pre-
caution on the part of the guard. Some of the mules belonging
to the train escaped and came in. Colonel Cesnola, Fourth New
York Cavalry, who has just arrived from Fredericksburg, reports
a force of rebel cavalry, supposed to consist of two regiments under
General Rosser, in that neighborhood. One of the Ninth Virginia
Cavalry captured by my scouts to-day. By the 30th I hope to aban-
don this place for the Pamunkey. gol

turn by land with the Illinois cavalry to Washington. The whole
of the Invalid Battalion will have to be transported to the White
House by water, as the march from Belle PYain has completely
knocked them up. I have received no instructions from General
Grant since my arrival here until this evening, when he telegraphed
an order to move everything by Hanovertown.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
] Port Royal, Va., May 28, 1864,
Brig. Gen. JoHN A. RAWLINS,

Chief of Slaff:

GENERAL: I have your communication of 26th instant, in rela-
tion to officers of the Fourth U. 8. Infantry. I expect to leave
this place on 30th instant, for White House, Va. There shall be no
delay in forwarding these officers to their regiment. Seven hundred
and fifty men went forward to the Army of the Potomac this a. m.,

arding a train; 2,650 men, in battalions and detachments, leave

ere in the morning for the front, with a large train. This leaves
me, for the protection of the depot, about 1,400 men (infantry), 700 of
whom are from Invalid Corps, and cannot march ; the rest are
detachments from many regiments that I have organized and made
serviceable. Also two batteries artillery and 2,000 cavalry, mounted
and dismounted, the latter serving as infantry. All will be mounted
at White House and sent forward to you. The garrison of Freder-
icksburg has just arrived, about 3,000 strong—1,000 cavalry, and
2,000 infantry, stragglers, squads from Camp Distribution, &ec.
These will be forwarded shor(t’ly.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, Va., May 28, 1864.
General S. WiILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutani-General : _
GENERAL : Iregret very much the pontoon train could not be sent
to you much sooner, but two substantial reasons have rendered the
delay unavoidable. When your order was received, one of the trains

onel Clendenin will then re- -
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had not arrived from Fredericksburg, and the other afforded the
only means we had of landing supplies, which, I understand, are very
much needed by the army. Again, having no animals, I have been
compelled to take the horses from reserve artillery here, to haul it
out, and before they could be used, it was necessary to use the Fred-
ericksburg train or boats, to cross the horses from the opposite side
of the river.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY FORCES,
Port Royal, Va., May 28, 1864.

Capt. ROBERT L. ORR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General :

CapraiN: In conformity with orders from your headquarters,
dated 25th instant, I have the honor to report that I started from
Port Conway for Fredericksburg at 10 a. m., same date, with 300
men from the Fourth New York Cavalry. I arrived at Fredericks-
burg at 3 p. m. and reﬁ){orted as ordered to Colonel Schriver, militar

overnor of Fredericksburg. He had just been relieved, and
ound in his place Colonel Staunton, Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry. He gave me instructions to proceed at 5 a. m.
on the 27th for the Wilderness, with a detachment of the Twenty-
second New York Cavalry, one squadron of the First Rhode Island
Cavalry, and 500 infantry, which, including my command, numbered
a force of 1,000 men, the object of the expedition being that of re-
covering our wounded men left in the woods within the enemy’s lines.
I arrived at the Wilderness at 12 m. on the 27th, without any seri-
ous opposition, encountering a few of the enemy’s scouts on the plank
road at Chancellorsville, who were immediately dispersed by a squad-
ron of the Fourth New York. I arrested several prowlers, who
would give no satisfactory account of themselves, who were lurking
around in the woods. As soon as I arrived at the place where our
wounded were, the surgeon in charge of the ambulances, with great
activity, had them comfortably placed therein; the surplus ambu-
lances were used to bring away aﬁ) serviceable Government property,
destroying that which could not be transported. After recovering
our woun%ed, my orders confined me to act as an escort and protec-
tion to the ambulances, yet having more troops than were needed
for this purpose, and being anxious to ascertain the whereabouts of
the enemy, if any, I advanced the Fourth New York Cavalry to a
point where the plank road forks. On each of these roads I sent a

uadron, and after proceeding a short distance met the enemy’s
pickets on the road leading to Germanna Ford, which were driven
in. An encampment was here discovered which was afterward
ascertained by dprisoners taken to be a portion of Hampton’s com-
mand, supposed to number 500 men. It was also ascertained that
Germanna Ford was picketed by General Rosser’s forces, but where
the main portion of his troops lay could not be discovered. Iam
sorry to say some 400 more of our wounded men yet remain in
the hands of the enemy, farther in their lines. I started with my
command at 2 p. m., and arrived safely with the wounded and the



o8 ’ OPERATIONS IN SE. VA, AND N. C. {Crap. XLVIIL

whole of my forces at Fredericksburg in the evening. The next
morning, according to your order, started for Port- Royal, taking the
south side of the Rappahannock, where I arrived at 6 F m.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DI CESNOLA,
Commanding Cavalry Forces.

HEADQUARTERS SAINT MARY’S DISTRICT,
Point Lookout, Md., May 28, 1864.
Maj. R. 8. Davis,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Fort Monroe,Va. : -

MaJgor : I respectfully ask permission to make another raid with
300 men into Virginia to procure horses and other property much
needed in the quartermaster’s department here, and on our contra-
band farms on the Patuxent. My last expedition, May 11, was suc-
cessful. Another regiment is to report here. If the major-general
commanding approves, I would like to make these raids whenever it

apf)ea.rs to be necessa.rg. .

have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

' A. G. DRAPER,
Colonel Thirty-sixth U. 8. Colored Troops, Commanding.

‘WASHINGTON, D. C., May 28, 1864—10 a. m.
Major-General BUTLER,
Bermuda Hundred :

- Gteneral (Grant’s order was to White House. I cannot make any
change. Probably General Smith can communicate with him from
West Point by express sent up north side of the river.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 28, 1864—7.15 p. m.
Hon. E. M, StanTox,

Secretary of War:

As I informed (eneral Halleck in my dispatch of 8.30 of May 26,
I had already got my best troops into a movable column for the pur-
pose of offensive operations. y defensive line is in such position
as to be safe to leave it with the dismounted cavalry, the invalids,
and a few good troops. I found that the rebels had uncovered Peters-
burg, and its importance as a depot to them cannot be overrated. I
had proposed to attack the place to-morrow morning, with ever

rospect of success, but the imperative orders transmitted throug{

eneral Halleck, and the arrival of the transportation, although not
sufficient, in my judgment, but yet sufficient to begin with, rendered
necessary a change of order. Cgeneral Smith embarks to-night. I
have now left here one division and two regiments of infantry,
invalids, dismounted cavalry, and artillery. Much of the light
artillery I shall send away as soon as my transports return. I
regret exceedingly the loss of this opportumty upon Petersburg.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Muajor-General.
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HRADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 28, 1864.
My Dear WILsON :

You do not seem to have received my letter of May 7. 1 therefore
inclose a copy of it.* After very considerable experience with Gen-
eral Gillmore I see no cause to alter any suggestion in it. You will
allow me to say that there is not a word of truth in the report about
Gillmore’s supposed advico to me in regard to fortifying our lines
before Drewry’s Bluff. I have his written contradiction of it, which
I have forwarded to the Evening Post, where the story was started
by an officer of his command for his own self-glorification. 1 am
convinced, and Ithink it is the judgment of any well judging officer,
that General Gillmore is not fit for the command he exercises. I
take leave to inclose to you also a copy of our correspondence and
a copy of the newspaper article, which you may not have seen.

I am, truly, yours, :
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Maj. Gen., Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and N. Carolina..

‘W ASHINGTON, May 28, 1864—12 noon,
@enerals BUTLER and GILLMORE : :

The Richmond and Danville and the Richmond and Gordonsville
Railroads are 5 feet gauge, and the other roads west of Richmond
are 4 feet 8% inches gauge. The roads in North Carolina are 4 feet
84 inches. If you can keep the road between Richmond and Hicks-
ford cut anywhere, it will prevent the rebels from withdrawing the
rolling-stock on the Virginia railroad. In the removal of this roll-
ing-stock they can afford to make a desperate struggle,-and it is worth
much to prevent their success.

M. C. MEIGS,

Quartermaster-General.

ForT MONROE, VaA., May 28, 1864—11 a. m,
(Received 11.15 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. D. H. RUCKER,
Chief Quartermaster:

Your dispatch in cipher received. You are mistaken. We have
no forage afloat at this place, and but three or four days’ supply in
store for animals in vicinity. Lieutenant Webster reports forage
afloat at the front, and the requisitions of General Butler for reserve
supg)ly, about which I telegra;l)hed you and Quartermaster-General,
are but partially filled, and Colonel Shaffer, chief of staff, is writing
daily to hurry up the remainder. Am sure General Butler will not
consent to withdrawal of any forage from Bermuda, and General
Meigs informed me in conversation that large reserve supplies
should be held there. Therefore, no supply for Army of the Ii;)oto-
mac should be expected from here, unless sent additional to my esti-
mates. I have but one York and Pamunkey River pilot now here.
The rest are up the James. They and the water transportation are

* See Butler to Wilson, Part 11, p. 518,
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engaged in movement now taking place. I will collect as many as

possible at Yorktown and place them under charge of the quarter-

master there, to be ready when called for.

HERMAN BIGGS,
Chief Quartermaster.

KorRT MONROE, VA., May 28, 1864—5 p. m.
(Receiveti) 6 p. m.)
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL U. S. ARMY : _

All our water transportation is up James River, and I presume
our troop; are aboard. Sent the Helen Getty, with 2 pilots, to
Captain Pitkin, and the stern-wheel General Howard to General
Rucker. 1will send more to General Rucker as soon as they arrive,

H. BIGGS,
Chief Quartermaster.

BeErMUDA, May 28, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:
Transportation for about 20,000 men is now in the river ; about
thirty steamers and twenty barges, all told.
: C. E. FULLER,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Quartermaster.

BERMUDA, May 28, 1864,
Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

I am prepared to turn over to General Smith's quartermaster
water transportation for his command as soon as he ishere to receive
it. General Ames’ division is ready to embark.

GEO. 8. DODGE,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

BERMUDA, May 28, 1864. .
Col. J. W. SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:
In addition to the twenty-nine steamers just reported, I have
twenty-three single-deck barges and one double-deck ready for

service.
GEO. S. DODGE,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

BERMUDA, May 28, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER, ‘
Chief of Staff:
Only one steamer reported from Washington.

By order: .
GEO. 8. DODGE,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster,
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BErMUDA, May 28, 1864,
Colonel SHAFFER:
The dispatch boats were not included in the estimate forwarded

ou.
By order:
. DODGE,
Captain,

ForT MONROE, VA., May 28, 1864,
(Received 12.15 p. m.)
Captain ALLEN,
Assistant Quartermaster:
The Pamunkey is navigable for vessels of 5 to 54 feet draught as
far up as New Castle.
A. 8. KIMBALL,

Caplain, Assistant Quartermaster,

ForT MONROE, May 28, 1864.

Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER:

‘We must run telegraph to reach Grant. Two routes are in view;
by the old road from Williamsburg direct to White House, thence
up north side of Pamunkey River, or across at Yorktown and u
north side York River, crossing the Mattapony to West Point an
thence up that peninsula. Will the commanding general indicate
which route he can best protect ; and, also, give the necessary orders
for the protection and assistance in the work? It must be done as

soon as possible.
G. D. SHELDON.

Fort MoNROE, May 28, 1864.

Major-General BUTLER: )
Since sending my dispatch General Halleck has given his opinion
that the north side of York River is best route, as it can be guarded

by small force.
G. D. SHELDON.

ForT MONROE, VA., May 28, 1864.

[Major ECKERT:]

On consulting General Carr, commanding at Yorktown and Will-
iamsburg, he says: ‘It would be practicable to run a telegraph from
Gloucester to West Point if the country was occupied by our forces.
I think the old road from Williamsburg to West Eoint the best.” I
fear we will be troubled to get guards by either road, as everything

a rs8 to be absorbed by present movements.
ppea i G. D. SHELDON.
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GILLMORE’S,
May 28, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER: ' :
I have not seen Colonel Serrell since you issued the order to him
to report to General Wild, The order was sent to him at once and
- Major Graef was in command of regiment yesterday and is to-day.
. I presume the colonel obeyed the 01'§er at once and is now with Gen-
eral Wild. Shall I send and ascertain ?
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Magjor-General.

P. 8.—I have just heard that Colonel Serrell did go to General
Wild yesterday.
Q. A, G.

GILLMORE’S,
Moy 28, 1864.
Lieut. Col. G. A. KENSEL,
Assistant Inspector-General:
There are in position on the line of defense eight light batteries.
Seven batteries are in reserve and six 12-pounder mountain howitzers.
R. H. JACKSON,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Artillery.

FLAG-SHIP S1GNAL STATION,
May 28, 1864—11.30 a. m,
General TERRY :
Cavalry and wagons in considerable number have passed during
the last hour or two from about Cox’s toward your front.
LEE,
Admiral,

12.40 P. M.
Respectfully forwarded for (General Butler’s information.
. Q. A. GILLMORE,
Magor-General.

GILLMORE’S,
May 28, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:
How many men, roughly estimated, are here to hold the line from
James River to Appomattox? I merely want the round numbers.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

GILLMORE’S,
May 28, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER :

The reorganization of Ames’ and Turner’s divisions, Tenth Corps,
under strange commanders, will materially diminish the efficiency
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of those divisions. On this ground, and this only, I earnestly re-
quest that no steps of the kind be taken or allowed. (Generals Ames
and Turner are educated, accomplished, and efficient soldiers, and
have the entire confidence and the most zealous and enthusiastic co-
operation of the officers and men of their commands at all times.
is frequent change of general officers is ruinous to all efliciency.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General, Commanding.

May 28, 1864—5.45 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :

You will cause two 30-pounder Parrotts from the line and 200
rounds of ammunition therefor to be at abutment of pontoon
bridge across the Appomattox on this side at 8 to-morrow morning,

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

SpECcIAL ORDERS, HeADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
Ne. 27. In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va., May 28, 1864.
® * . * * * * R *

III. The following-named light batteries are hereby organized into
brigades to be commanded as follows : Battery M, First U. 8. Ar-
tillery ; Battery C, Third Rhode Island Artillerg, and the Thirty-
third New Yotk Light Battery, to be commanded by Capt. L. L.
Langdon, of the First U. 8. Artillery. Battery B, First S S. Ar-
tillery ; Battery D, First U. S. Artillery, and the Fourth New Jer-
sey Light Battery, to be commanded by Capt. 8. 8. KElder, of the
First % S. Artillery. The brigade commanders above designated
will report at once to Brigadier-General Terry.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:

ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Capt., 47th New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HeADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 28. In the Field, near Halcher’s,Va., May 28, 1864.

1. In obedience to instructions from department headquarters, the
following batteries are hereby ordered to report immediately for duty
to Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, commanding Eighteenth Army Corps:
Battery B, First U. 8. Artillery ; Battery L, Fourth U. 8. Artillery;
Battery A, Fifth U. 8. Artillery.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:

ED. W. SMITH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutunt-General,

HpQrs. FirsT NEW YOrRK VoL. ENGINERRS,
In the Field, near Hatcher’'s, Va., Muy 28, 1864.

Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

GBENERAL: I have the honor to report that one line of wire entan-
glement along the intrenchments from Batteries No. 1 to No. 6, was
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placed last night in conformity with your orders, except a short dis-
tance across the swamps between Batteries No. 1 and No. 2, which
is being done now. .

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
) F. E. GRAEF,
Major First New York Vol. Engineers, Comdg.

GENERAL ORDERS, HpQrs. 1sT Di1v., 10rTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Curtis’, Va.,
No. 9. : May 28, 1864.

The light batteries of the Second and Third Divisions, of the
Tenth Corps, having been brigaded and ordered to report to the
brigadier-general commanding for duty, by Special Orders, No. 27,
paragraph III, current series, headquarters Tenth Army Corps, the
senior officer of the artillery of this command, Capt. L. L. Lang-
don, First U. 8. Artillery, is announced as chief of artillery on the
staff of the division commander, vice Capt. Alfred P. Rockwell,
First Connecticut Light Battery, relieved.

By order of Brig. aen. Alfred H. Terry: -

ADRIAN TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} Hpers. 1sT DIv., 10TH ARMY CORPS,
No. 25. Bermuda Hundred, Va., May 28, 1864.

* * * * * * *

VII. The light batteries of this division, viz, First Connecticut
Light Battery, Fifth New Jersey Light Battery, Light Company E,
. Third U. S. Artillery, are hereby organized into a brigade under the
command of Capt. Alfred P. Rockwell, First Connecticut Light
Battery, to whom the commanding officer of the two batteries last.
mentioned will report at once.
By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry :

* ® & ® * = *

A. TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Hpgrs. SEcoNp Di1visioN, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 28, 1864.

Colonels ALFORD and BARTON:

CoLONEL : By direction of major-general commanding Eighteenth
Army Corps, you will report in person immediately to General Mar-
tindale, commanding Second Division, Eighteenth Army Corps.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: P. A. DAVIS,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-Generdl.
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HANOVERTOWN, VaA., May 28, 1‘864—1 p- m.
Maj. Gen. W, F. SmitH, Comdg. Eighteenth Corps:

The Army of the Potomac is now crossing to the south side of the
Pamunkey River, and massing at this place. The most of it has al-
ready crossed. You will leave a garrison at the White House until
it is relieved by General Abercrombie’s command from Port Royal,
and "with the remainder of your command move direct to New Cas-
tle, on the south side of the Pamunkey, and there await further or-
ders. Order the garrison left by you at White House, on being re-
lieved, to follow after and join you.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

' JNO. A, RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 28, 1864—2.30 p. m.
Maj. Gen. W. F. SmiTH, Via Fort Monroe:

General Grant directs that on reaching White House you will put
the railroad brid%;e there in condition for crossing troops and artil-
lery and leave a force sufficient to hold it. Ask General Butler to
give you artillery enough for that purpose. The railroad bridge
corps will immediately leave Alexandria with men and materials for
executing the work. As soon as you occu {the place telegraph
here your progress in ascending the river and landing.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
, May 28, 1864—10.30 p. m. (Received 6.15 a. m. 29th.)
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT: '

Am now embarking. I will proceed as rapidly as possible to West
Point or White House, according as I find 1t best to land, to secure
the railroad bridge at White House. I have three batteries, all I
deem necessary, and all certainly that 1 have transportation for. I
will telegraph my progress from time to time, but I shall send a bri-

ade on fast steamer and a battery of artillery to secure the bridge
in advance of my arrival with the main body.
&JM. F.-SMITH,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 28, 1864—1 p. m.
General SMITH:

The artillery you desire shall be ordered to report to you. I have
doubts upon the subject of that picket-line of General Hinks. I
think it had better be from Broadway up to Spring Hill so as not to
excite attention, and you can mass your troops between it. Then
let General Hinks go-forward in the morning and capture the
pickets, if possible, as you go ahead. I have asked General Weitzel
to confer with you upon that subject. '

Very respectfully, yours,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Magor-General, Commanding.



286 OPERATIONS IN S8E. VA. AND N, C. [Crae. XLVIIIL,

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPs,
In the Field, Va., May 28, 1864.
Maj. Gen. B, F. BUTLER,

Comdy. Department of Virginia and North Carolina:
GENERAL: I would respectfully request that the chief of depart-
ments on your staff send all instructions affecting the supplies for
my command through these headquarters, as such instructions often
conflict with those given by me.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

MaY 28, 1864—2.30 p. m.
General SMITH:

As Petersburg is now uncovered you will take your movable col-
umn, prepared for that purpose, and cross the river by the pontoon
bridge and attack Petersburg. General Hinks will aid you with his
brigade of troops according to the plan verbally agreed upon last

night.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

May 28, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER,
Commanding Department of Virginia, &c.:

GENERAL: I have the honor to request that the orders for the
movement of to-morrow, for my command, may be furnished tqme
to-night in writing.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 28, 1864.
Major-General SMITH,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

The transportation for your column having arrivea, although in
my judgment not sufficient, yet, in consequence of imperative
orders from General Grant, your column will move to his assistance.
You will use the utmost expedition in embarking and getting on.
If you desire any cavalry to accompany you, please designate what
regiment or battalion. I grieve much that this weakness of the
Army of the Potomac has called the troops away, just as we were
taking the offensive, and that the attack on Petersburg, which was
agreeg on to take place to-morrow morning, must be abandoned,
but it is so ordered, and, however, against our wishes and judgment,
we must obey. I propose to give you every facility in going off.
You will have to use great caution in going up the Pamunkey and
in getting into White House. The torpedoes in the water, or a
well arranged surprise on land, would bring your expedition to grief.
As you will not have the advantage in going away which we had in
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coming, your destination will be exa.ctlﬁ known by the rebels the
moment you start. Indeed they have heretofore predicted it in
their newspapers.
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

(EXERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 28, 1864.
Major-General SMITH : . '

Would it not be better to send Onderdonk’s cavalry, or a portion
of it, who are still mounted, instead of Cole’s, to assist (eneral
Hinks in the picket duty ?

BUTLER,

Major-General.

May 28, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER, '
Comdyg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina:
GENERAL : I think it would be better to send a portion of Colonel
Onderdonk’s command, mounted, to assist General Hinks in his
picket duty.
Respectfully, &c.,
WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General, Commanding.

FLAG-SHIP SIGNAL STATION,
May 28, 1864—8.30 p. m. (Received 9.07 p. m.)
Major-General SMITH :
There are only two gun-boats at Yorktown. Only one could get
up, if there are no torpedoes to prevent. The Morse was lately there
and will aid you if you wish. LEE

Admirdl,

FrLAG-SHIP SIGNAL STATION,
May 28, 1864—10.30 p. m.
Major-General SMITH :

Your message to-night is the first official notice I had of your
movement. I have just orderod one gun-boat and two armed tugs
to join Captain Babcock at Yorktown. LEE

2

Admiral,

HEADQUARTERS HINKS' DIvisION,
City Point, Va., May 28, 1864,
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER,

Comdg. Dept. Virginia and North Carolina, in the Field:
GENERAL: If is reported that on Sunday, the 22d instant, 2 men
of the Twenty-second U. 8. Colored Infantry, who were captured
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by the enemy on the 21st instant, in the attack on Fort Powhatan,
were shot to death in Petersburg at a place called the ¢ Gallows,”
designated for the execution of condemned criminals. Five other
prisoners have been captured from this division since it has been in
occupation of points upon the James River, of whose fate nothing is
known at these headquarters. I respectfully request that investiga-
tion may be had to ascertain if the above-mentioned report is true,
and to determine what dispogition has been made of the other 5
risoners alluded to. I also request that Private Heaton, of the
wenty-fourth Virginia Regiment, who was captured on the 18th
instant, and all the prisoners captured from General Fitzhugh Lee,
at Wilson’s Wharf, on the 18th instant, be held for execution in re-
taliation for the murder of the soldiers of the Twenty-second Regi-
ment, and of any other soldiers of this division who have met with
a like fate, if the above report is proved to be true. .
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' DWD. W. HINKS,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

May 28, 1864—5.30 p. m.
General BUTLER :

No dispatch has been received. Has one been sent? Shall I take
any action ?
HINKS,

General.

May 28, 1864.
(Received 7 p. m.)
General HINKS:
Nothing will be done to-night. Telegraphed you at length.
BUTLER,
General.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 28, 1864.
Gengral HINKS :
In consequence of the imperative orders to embark at once Gen-
eral Smith’s column in aid of General Grant, and the arrival of the
transportation therefor, the attack on Petersburg, from which we

hoped so much, must be postponed.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

May 28, 1864.
(Received 9.45 p. m.)
General HINKS :
Four deserters from Fort Clifton, and works near there, have just
come in from across the river. They report Fort Clifton mounts
. five guns—three 30-pounders and two field pieces. Another fort
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very near up the river mounts two 28-pounders. One still above
mounts one 30-pounder. Garriron of Fort Clifton only 300 men.
Field-works extend from Fort Clifton to Swift Creek, along the high
ground, with several forts on the line. Much dissatisfaction among
the rebels thefe. Some 50 others wish to desert their regiments.
At Fort Clifton they fear these works at Spring Hill, which they say
are for the benefit of Fort Clifton. They expect to see the woogs on
the bank cut and fire to open very soon. The deserters also report
two heavy guns (200-pounders) gone down the river on this side,
leaving Petersburg on the City Point road. One, a sergeant, says
he saw the guns, and saw them leave in this direction. gl‘hey were
said to be for the purpose of sinking the gun-boats on the James
River. The forcein Petersburg they think quite small, but do not
really know. Works south of the city slight. Report all valuables
being sent away from Petersburg. All railroads are repaired and
hard at work. I will send these men up in the morninig. They are
very intelligent, one an orderly sergeant. AMES

Colonel.

May 28, 1864.
(Received 7.40 p. m.)
General HINKS:

You will please look out for General Martindale’s command,
which will cross the Appomattox and march to City Point to-night.
Do not mistake them for the enemy.

WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General.

May 28, 1864—10.30 p. m.
Major-General SmiTH :
Have reached City Point, and await orders.
J. H. MARTINDALE,
Brigadier-General.

—_—

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Hanovertown, May 29, 1864.
(Received 12.10 p. m, 31st.)

Major-General HALLECK, Washington, D. C.:

The army has been successfully crossed over the Pamunkey and
now occuples a front about 3 miles south of the river. Yesterday
two divisions of our cavalry had a severe engagement with the en-
emy south of Haw’s Shop, driving him about I mile on what appears
to ge his newline. We will find out all about it to-day. Ourloss in
the cavalry engagement was 350 killed and wounded, of whom but
41 are ascertained to have been killed. Having driven the enemy,
most of their killed and many of their wounded fell into our hands.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General,
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HzADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 29, 1864—3 p. m.,
Lieutenant-General GRANT : ‘
General Barlow has advanced 3 miles on the road from this point
and has reached the forks leading to Hanover Court-House and to
Cold Harbor. He has passed the scene of yesterday’s cavalry fight,
14 miles. He neither sees nor hears of anything of the enemy.
From all I can learn I am under the impression the enemy has WitK-
drawn behind the Chickahominr but as yet this is only surmise.
lI;Tot:l:ling reported from General Wright or Warren. No firing
eard. .
; GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Haw’s Housg, May 29, 1864—3.30 p. m.
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT:

General Barlow reports meeting a skirmish line of the enemy
supposed to be cavalry. The people in the vicinity tell him there is
a line of battle 1 mile ahead on Southard’s Branch. Barlow is ad-
vancing to ascertain the true state of the case.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Magor-General.

May 29, 1864—4 p. m.
Major-General MEADE, Second Corps Headquarters :

It will be well to keep the troops that have gone in search of the
enemy to the front and close up on them in the morning, or, if you
think their position unsafe, strengthen the front to-night. If
the enemy bas gone behind the Chickahominy the trains should all
be brought to the south side of the Pamunkey in the morning.
Your dispatch of 3.30 just received since writing the above. If the
enemy is found in the position described by General Barlow, he had
better be supported before making the attack. They are probably
only covering whilst getting everything well ready to receive us on
the south side of the creek. -

U. 8. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

Haw’s Suopr, May 29, 1864—5.15 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT :

Gencral Barlow has met the enemy in force about 4 miles from
this point. He reports artillery in position and infantry in rifle-

its. In accordance with your dispatch I have directe({ (General

ancock to support him, and he is now moving out with his corps.
General Griffin met the enemy about 1 mile from the Totopotomoy
on theroad to Shady Grove, and is now skirmishing with him. Gen-
eral Warren is prepared to support him. General Wright reports his
reconnaissance heing within one-fourth mile of the railroad. Han-
over Court-House in sight ; only cavalry pickets encountered. He
will be directed to hold his advance position and support them if

necessary.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

?.'-/
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SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQ@RS. ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
No. 146. May 29, 1864,
= * x * L] * *

4. The battalions of the Fourth New York Foot Artillery, serving
with artillery brigades of the Fifth and Sixth Corps, will join the
battalion of their regiment in the Second Corps, and will be relieved
in their present duties by details from the foot artillery regiments
now with the Fifth and Sixth Corps.

By command of Major-General Meade :

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
: May 29, 1864—9.10 a. m.
Capt. C. E. PEAsE,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Headquarters Fifth, Corps:

General Buruside has not yet reached here. If you cannot find
where his headquarters are likely to be, you can return. Let the
construction party await orders at General Warren's until they can
ascertain where (Jeneral Burnside will be.

S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 29, 1864—11 &, m.
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

General Hancock and General Burnside desire that the construc-
tion party run the wire out the main road from where (General
‘Warren was this morning toward Haw’s Shdp. General Burnside
is now here and says his headquarters will be at Thomas’ house,
which is near the main road leading to Haw’s Shop. Please tele-
graph the construction party at General Warren’s to push out the
wire at once. (eneral Hancock’s headquarters will be at or near
Haw’s Store during the present reconnaissance. TUntil the line
is run out to General Buruside dispatches for General Hancock
will have to be sent through General Wright’s headquarters. If
you have any instructions for me I will await a reply here. Please

answer.
: CHAS. E. PEASE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PotoMmac,
May 29, 1864—8 a. m.
Brigadier-General PATRICK :

GENERAL: It is reported to me that there are a great man
stragglers recrossing the river at the bridges. You will immedi-
ately send a guard down to each of the bridges to arrest all such per-
sons, officers, and men.  Also send back some cavalry to bring up
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stragglers and communicate with General Wilson at Mangohick
Church, and obtain from him any additional force necessary to drive
up stragglers,
Respectfully, yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
’ May 29, 1864,
Major-Genoral HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:

GENERAL : The deserter (Hancock) from the First South Carolina
Infantrg, reported by General Wilson, came with other prisoners
sent in by the cavalry a few minutes ago, and states as follows: He
was born in South Carolina, married in Virginia, and has lived here
since 1861 ; was conscripted in 1862 and furnished a substitute ; was
brought in b{{the last act and assigned to the First South Carolina
Regiment. He has never been in a fight, has been present with the
army only partially since February, and knows very little of it. He
says that early this spring all the brigades, divisions, and corps were
disbanded and mixed up together; that brigade and division com-
manders were changed and exchanged for each other; that regi-
ments were taken here and there from every brigade and put into
others ; like exchanges in each case so as to keep the numbers equal ;
that his brigade has heen commanded by Perrin, Brown, McGowan,
&ec. ; that the Fifth and Sixth South Carolina Regiments have been
taken out of it and put in some other brigade, he does not know
what, &c. He says he came into our lines at Hanover Junction, or
near the railroad there, yesterday morning; that the troops left
Hanover Junction day before yesterday, their rear passing the South
Anna at 1 p. m.; that Hill’s corps went last. This is all he knows of
the order of their going ; that some troops went away the night be-
fore; what they were he does not know. He was on cooking detail
in the rear of his division and saw troops pass across the South Anna
and southerly during the night. He wants to take the oath of alle-
giance and go north to Maryland, where his mother-in-law lives.

Very respectfully,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel and Deputy Provost-Marshal-General,

HEADQUARTERS ArMY OF THE PoToMAC,
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
May 29, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: An examination of prisoners taken by the cavalry
shows that Fitz. Lee’s division, Hampton’s division, two new regi-
ments South Carolina eavalry, and one of Georgia lately come from
the south, composed the force of the enemy engaged. The prison-
ers nearly all state that they were dismounted, and acting as in-
fantry. %‘l‘
of them are willing to talk, but one says that a large wagon train

18y give no information concerning the infantry, and few -
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(of between 100 or 200 wagons) was passing in their rear yesterday
during the fight. A negro sent in by General Wright states that
he was lately a servant at General Fitz. Lee's headquarters; went to
Allen’s Station with the cavalry ; stopped at Allen’s for the infantry
to pass. General Ewell’s corps passed late day before yesterday p.
m., going in the direction 0} h})echanicsville. He knows nothing
about Hill or Longstreet,

Very respectfully,

GEORGE H. SHARPE, .
Colonel, d&c.

May 29, 1864—6.30 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Scouts sent out on left this a. m. returned. Report that
they went to within half a mile of Gibson’s Mill on the road from
Totopotomoy Creek to Mechanicsville. Met infantry there and
were fired upon. Saw about 20. They had bayonets. Think it
was a small reconnoitering party sent from the right of Lee’s line
to watch the road. Other parties are out on different roads. Will
report on return,

Very respectfully,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
May 29, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chicef of Staff :

GENERAL : Gibson’s Mill is about 4 miles north of Cold Harbor,
on a branch of the Matadequin Creek. (ibson’s house is on the
sheet marked Ed. May 2, 1864, on the road from Mechanicsville to
Old Church, and the mill just above it. Plough, who went out this
a. m. to the right, went as far as Taylor’'s Ford, nearly opposite
Hanover Court-House, on the Pamunkey. He fouhd the ford ob-
structed by felled timber, and was unable to cross; could see noth-
ing of the enemy, and learned from people at the mill there that
nothing had been seen of the enemy there since the first advance of
our troops, or, at all events, since night before last. He reports a
large quantity of corn, say 6.000 bushels, in a barn on Taylor’s farm,
1 mile from the ford. :

Respectfully,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &ec.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
Muy 29, 1864—8.45 a. m,
Major-General Hancock,
. Second Army Corps:

The following movements are ordered for to-day, and will take

. place at 12 m. punctually : First, Major-General Wright, Sixth Corps,




294 ) OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Crap. XLVIM.

will push out a reconnaissance with a division, artillery with it, on
the roads running from his position to Hanover Court-House, and
will support the reconnaissance with his whole corps if necessary.
Second, Major-General Hancock, Second Corps, willl in like manner
throw forward a division, with artillery, on the road from Haw’s
Shop to Hanover Court-House, and support the reconnaissance, if
necessary, with his whole corps. Third, Major-General Warren,
Fifth Corps, will also push forward a division, with artillery, on the
road to Shady Grove, and su%port it, if necessary, with his whole
co;gs. Major-General Burnside, Ninth Corps, will liold his corps
ready to move to the support of either Hancock or Warren. e
will send out a reconnoitering force, which will advance between
the roads on which Hancock’s and Warren’s reconnaissance moves,
and keep up communication between them, and ascertain the ground
between the two roads. Fifth, engineer officers and topographers
will be assigned to each of the four reconnaissances to collect all
requisite information.
y command of Major-General Meade :
' A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff.

(Same to Warren, Wright, and Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

May 29, 1864—9.45 a. m.
+ Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:
The major-general directs that you advance your line-so that your

left will unite with the right of General Burnside at Haw's Shop.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864—10.45 a. m.
Major-General HANCOCK,
Secomd Army Corps:

General Warren is ordered to take position from Haw’s Shop to
mouth of Mill Creek on the Totopotomoy. General Burnside is or-
dered to hold his corps in reserve massed in rear of Haw’s Shop
ready to move either to the Second Corps or to the Fifth Corps.
The commanding general considers it mnecessary that your line
should be advanced as heretofore directed. The changes of position
are not to interfere with the reconnaissances and contingent oper-

ations ordered for to-day.
A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Mavy 29, 1864.
General WILLIAMS,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of the Polomac:
My line is being moved forward as rapidly as gossible to cover
the road to Haw’s Shop, connecting with éeneral urnside. At 13




Cmaw. XLVIL] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.— UNION, | 205

o’clock the reconnaissance will commence by General Barlow's
division. My headquarters will bo at Haw’s Shop during the recon-
naissance. Until the telegraph wire is completed up to General
Burnside, all dispatches for me should be sent to my &)rcsent head-
uarters, where I shall have my adjutant-general and orderlies to
orward them. .
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Mujor-General, Commanding.

May 29, 1864—2.50 p. m.
Major-General HaNcoCK :

GENERAL : General Barlow’s column, moving on the main Rich-
mond road, has arrived at the junction of the Cold Harbor and
Hanover Junction roads. Colonel Brooke’s brigade was sent by
road to the right at Aenon Church. The skirmish line has struck a
cavalry skirmish line at this point. It is reported by a woman near
by that they have a line of battle on Southard’s Branch, a small
stream about a mile ahead. General Barlow will leave a brigade
and section of a battery at thig point and push on the right-hand
road toward Hanover Court-House. He thinks there is nothing
but cavalry ahead of us. He will meet Colonel Brooke about 14
miles, where the Aenon Church road crosses into the Hanover Court-
House road. I know nothing definite as yet, but will communi-
cate at once if anything occurs.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. WILSON,
Cuptain and Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION,
May 29, 1864—5.15 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:
GENERAL : General Birney reports an infantry force on his right;
a section of horse artillery in General Barlow’s front. General Bar-
low has directed Colonel Brooke to proceed with great caution,
throwing but a regiment across the river at one time, The greater
art of the One hundred and forty-eighth Pennsylvania is across.
?}eneral Barlow is building his bridge over the river.
Very respectfully,
- H. H. BINGHAM,
Caplain and Judge-Advocate,

HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Major-General MEADE:

GENERAL : General Barlow reports that he has found the enemK
in some force on the Totopotomoy Creek (which runs to the nort
farther than indicated on the mag{, about 1 mile from the junction
of the Cold Harbor and Hanover Court-House roads, where a line of
works can be seen. The enemy appear to be moving to the right
and left, manning their works. A contraband reports the road to
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Richmond ¢ .iined with troops,” and says he counted twenty guns on
the left of the road, in front of General Barlow. General Barlow
has seen but three or four. I have sent word to General Barlow to
make no attack, unless he receives further orders. His skirmishers
are 1,000 yards or so from the works, The contraband referred to
hasarrived. Expecting you, I keep him here. The position of Gen-

eral Barlow is 4 miles from here, on the Meadow Bridgeroad. The .

map appears much at fault.
WINE'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864—7 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK :
Move up your whole corps to-morrow mornin%gt early daylight,
.and take up a position in ?ront of the enemy. right will be or-
dered to move down to your right, and Burnside will be ordered to
form a connection befween vour left and Warren. :
Respectfully, yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—8 p. m.
General S. WILLIAMS,
Headgquarters Army of the Potomac :

GENERAL : General Barlow is now lying on the Totopotomoy
River, with his left resting on the Cold Harbor and Hanover Court-
House road, and his right resting on road to Atlee’s Station. (General
Birney, connecting with General Barlow’s right, crosses the Hanover
Court-House road, 1 mile from the Totopotomoy. Our skirmish line
is within 250 yards of the Totopotomoy, reaching from the Atlee’s
Station road to the Cold Harbor road, and from the Atlee’s road the
line bears to the right of the Totopotom(){ Creek—the right about
1,200 yards from same. The ladies at Colonel Shelton’s residence
give the name of the creek as Totopotomoy, and that the creek is
miry on either bank below the ford. I will send you a lengthy dis-
patch soon as to my observations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Moy 29, 1864—9 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS :
GENERAL: I have just returned from the front. When I arrived
there I found General Barlow thought the position in front too

strong for attack, and he had not examined sufficiently far to the ,

right or left. I subsequently went down to the skirmish line and
examined the position very carefully. Just in our front there is an
immense open space; a wheat-field, which extends also between
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Shelton’s, in the center, and the creek. We have from the crest of
this field near Shelton’s a somewhat more elevated position than the
enemy. They have epaulements for their guns, andtwo lines of rifle.
pits as far as can be seen.

The banks of the creck, except at the crossing, are steep and abrupt,
but not very high at the crossing, and indeed along there apgears
to be no obstacle tocrossin% owing to the stream ; the hi’Fh bluff and
the enemy’s guns apparently being the only obstacles. The enemy’s
troops did not attempt to conceal themselves. I should suppose there
was a brigade there; from the smoke of fires some distance back, it
a%peared as if there were many troops there right and left. Our
whole open space is swept by their artillery back to the Cold Harbor
and Hanover Court-House road, where their shells fall. We can
put batteries on that plain within 600 or 800 yards of them. The
movements of the corps, to unite, ought to be made at the earliest
hour; for if the enemy choose to cross and attack our isolated com-
mands, it looks to me as if it could easily be done; the country is
very open.

1 ({Jla,ced Birney in line with Barlow ; Barlow covering the roadto
Cold Harbor, and Birney that to Hanover Court-House. The lines
of battle connect on the Richmond road. The enemy are working.
They have some abatis about the crossing, it is so reported. They
have at some points skirmishers on this side of the creek. I have
ordered them to be driven back, wherever found in my neighborhood.
Cavalry might to-night connect the corps, driving the enemy’s cav-
alry and skirmishers across the stream. I shall direct epaulements

- for the hatteries to be placed to-night within 600 or 800 yards of the

enemy’s, connected by rifle-pits, as far as possible, in the darkness.
WINF’'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
: May 29, 1864—9.30 [p. m.].
Major-General HANCOCK :

The major-general commanding directs me to say that as General
‘Warren’s whole corps will be on the south side of the Totopotomoy,
you should have two divisions on General Barlow's left, and but one
on his right. General Wright is ordered to make connections with
you on the right, moving at daylight.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 29, 1864,
General MEADE : .
GENERAL : I have but three divisions ; one is now on the right of
the Richmond road, and one on left. The other Tordered to massin
rear, but will place oun the left, in accordance with the tenor of your

dispatch.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

A negro tells me to-night that the stream in my front is called

-Bwift Run ; the white people tell me it is the Totopotomoy.

-
- -
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CIRCULAR. ] '~ HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, .
. May 29, 1864.

The eommand will move at 5.30 a. m. as follows : Second Divis-
ion, First Division, Third Division, and Fourth Division. Wagons
will be parked near the river on this side uutil the troops are in

ogition, The reserve batteries will cross immediately after the
roops. The regiments of heavy artiller{ will move as at present
assigned. As far as practicable troops will move in parallel columns
on the sides of the road. -

By order of Major-General Hancock :

WM. R. DRIVER,
Acting Assistant Adjutani-General,

CIRCULAR. ] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—9.50 a. m,

XVhen the movement is ordered to-day it will be in the following
order :

First Division, Brigadier-General Barlow ; Third Division, Major-
General Birney; Second Division, Brigadier-General Gibbon. The
troops will be ready to move precisely at 12 m. Detailed instruc-
tions will be given hereafter. = At 12 m. General Barlow, with his
division and artillery, will make a reconnaissance from Haw’s Shop
toward Hanover Court-House, to be supported, if necessary, by the
whole corps.

By command of Major-General Hancock :

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, HpqQrs. SEcOND ARMY CORPS,
No, 139, ’ May 29, 1864.

L. By direction of the major-general commanding the Army of the
Potomac, the Fourth Division of the corps, known as the division of
heavy artillery, will be broken up, and the troops distributed to
the remaining divisions as follows:

To the First Division, Second New York Artillery, Colonel Whist-
ler; Seventh New York Artillery, Colonel Morris. To the Second
Division, Eighth New York Artillery, Colonel Porter. To the Third
Division, First Maine Artillery, Colonel Chaplin; First Massachu-
setts Artillery, Colonel Tannatt. The commanding officers of these
regiments will report at once to the officers commanding the divis-
ions to which they are assigned. Officers of staff departments
rendered supernumerary by this order will report to the chief of
their departments at these headquarters.

II. Brig. Gen. R. O. Tyler will report to General Gibbon, com-
m:tlnding Second Division, for assignment to the command of a bri-
gade.

By command of Major-General Hancock :

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutani-General,

i.._‘i_J:‘. . '
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HEADQUARTERS FIrsT DivisioN, SECOND CoRrpS,
' May 29, 1864,
Major-Gieneral Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps : .
GENERAL : I have the honor tostatethat I am pressing forward my
skirmish line ag directed, In one part of the line they are across the
stream and find a strong line of skirmishers well posted. I will press
on as far as possible ang irform you of developments,
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

igadier- . ny ng.
Brigadier-General, Commandin

Hpers. First Div., SEcOND ARMY CORPS,
At erossing of Hanover C. H, and Cold Harbor road,
and road from Huaw’s Store o Richmond,
May 29, 1864—9.15 p. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Corps:

COLOXNEL: I have the honor to report that I reached this point
with my division at about 2 p. m. to-day. Driving in the few skir-
mishers of the enemy, I reached a point where the Richmond road
crosses the Totopotomoy Creek. The western bank of the creek is held
by the enemy in force ; they have a line of works on the bank of the
creek well filled with infantry in line of battle. In the part of the
line which could be seen there were several pieces of artillery in the
first line. In the rear of this first line there were several detached
works and gun covers. One of these workscontained two pieces and
another one piece of artillery. I think there were three works, with
two pieces each, besides single guns. There was a second line of
infantry in line of battle.

I think their line crosses the Hanover Court-House and Cold
Harbor road. At least they have a strong line of pickets across the
road about one mile from this point, ang a force that I advanced
against the pickets this afternoon received a heavy fire, and reported
aline of battle. Ishallinquire furtherin themorning. Theenemy’s
line of fires to-night is heavy, and extends on both sides of the Rich-
mond road. They are chopping, and apparently fortifying the line
which crosses the Cold Harbor road. The Totopotomoy seems to be
an insignificant creek, bui_the banks in our immediate front are
steep. think the ground on this side the creek commands the
enemy’s work, and that a heavy force of guns would render their
line untenable, and enable us to cross.

I have the honor to be, colonel, respectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

P. 8.—1I sent Brooke's brigade this afternoon on the road leadin
from this point to Hanover Court-House. He communicated with
pickets of General Wright on the road to Ashland. He found
cavalry and a section of artillery but no great force. I could make
no communication with Generaf; Burnside and Warren.

Respectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

m T
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
- May 29, 1864.
Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs that you fur-
nish Colone! Tidball with such details for fatigue as he may require
to-night. He has been directed to put in as many batteries as prac-
ticable on the crest near Shelton’s. These batleries are to be well
covered and connected by aline of rifle-pits, which must be manned
by daylight. The major-general commanding thinks that your
sharpshooters should be posted along this line, the rifle-pits being
manned by, say, a brigade of infantry. The remainder of the troops .
will be placed along the line of the Hanover Court-House road.
They should throw up cover from the enemy’s shells. General Bar-
low will attend to all the work to be done on the left-hand side of
the Richmond road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} Hp@rs. 3p Div., SEconD ArRMY CoORPS,
No, —. May 29, 1864.
* * * * *»* * *

I1. In pursuance of Special Orders from headquarters Second
Corps, this date, the First Maine Artillery, Colonel Chaplin, is as-
signed to Third Brigadse, and the First Massachusetts Artillery, Col-
onel Tannatt, to Second Brigade. The commanding officer of these
regiments will at once forward a field return and a roster of their
officers, and join the brigades with their regiments. -

By command of Major-General Birney :

F. BIRNEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
: May 29, 1864—8.30 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff: ‘

My command has been ready to move since daylight, but the road
has been occupied by the Ninth Corps, which has all passed on toward
Harris’ [Haw’s] Shop, ¢xtending to Norman’s. General Crawford is
moving out on a road to the left of my line, which will bring him in
his right position. I am informed that there is no enemy in that
front. I sent two officers back for General Lockwood yesterday.
They ran against a squad of the enemy’s cavalry at Saint Paul's
Church and were chased some miles. General Burnside found Wil-
son’s cavalry at Mangohick Church, having taken the route of the
Sixth Corps. From the forced marching we have made some men
necessarily failed to keep up, and as none of our cavalry followed our
route, I expect a few rebel cavalrymen will get them all. General
Lockwood is not far back on his way here, and will be up I expect

to-day.
G. K. WARREN,;
Major-General.




- ments of my cor{)s.

CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.— UNION, 301

HEADQUARTERS FIrTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—9.30 a. m.
General 8. WILLIAMS:

General Lockwood will probably join me to-day. If there are no
serious objections raised, Ipwould like to put General Lockwood in
command of the old Second Division (General Robinson’s), which
has its wagons, staff, and all complete, and distribute his command
in the best manner to the old divisions. I shall assign Colonel
Kitching to General Crawford. This will be the most harmonious
aud efficient arrangement that can be made. I presume I have au-
thority in myself to do this without reference to you, but as I can
Tefer 1t as well as not before acting, I respectfully do so.

G. K. %VARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

(Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Poromac,
May 30, 1864,
Approved.
By command of Major-General Meade :
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
- May 29, 1864—10.30 a. m.
Major-General WARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you take position
from Haw’s Shop to the mouth of Mill Creek. This change of pusi-
tion is not to interfere with the movements ordered {o-day. Burn-
side will be held in reserve in rear of Haw’s Shop.

A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Mujor-General and Chief of Staff.

May 29, 1864—11 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

The pontoon train belonging to the Sixth Corps, which followed
me on the march, were turned off to Mrs. Hundley’s on the march
yesterday, and Major Ford with my engineers with them. They
cannot be needed there, I think. If so, will you direct them to be
sent back so that they may be prepared to help me in any move-

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HeADQUARTERS FiPTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—11.45 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :
-1 now understand all about the engineers of my command having
been sent above. They are now all back to Hanovertown and work-
ing the roads so as to have two good approaches to that crossing.
G. K. WARREN,
. Major-General.

5 -~
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HEADIQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
. May 29, 1864—11.50 a. m.

Major-General WARREN :
Has General Lockwood’s command joined you yet, or have you

heard from it ?
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Addjutant-General,

General S. WILLIAMS :
General Lockwood joined me this morning,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Norman’s House, May 29, 1864—3.30 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

(leneral Griffin’s division has moved out on the road to Shady
Grove. It carries him 1 mile south of Totopotomoy before 1t
branches off to the west. After his advance had moved in that
direction about half a mile they struck the enemy’s infantry
skirmishers on the road south. Only the enemy’s cavalry are to
be seen. Negroes report that the enemy is in force at Shady
Grove, on the north side of the Totopotomoy. My line is now estab-
lished, and my troops disentangled from the I%inth Corps. Our
position gives us no use for artillery. 1 am now going out myself
with the reconnoitering force.

G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 29, 1864—6 p. m.
General WARREN :

Barlow meets the enemy in position and force 4 miles from here.
Hancock has been directed to support him, and is moving out for that
purpose. Wright has got within one-fourth of a mile of the rail-
road, Hanover Court-House in sight, only meeting cavalry. Keep
Griffin up to the enemy and support him. Burnside is in reserve on
your right flank and rear to assist you if necessary.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General,

MAy 29, 1864.
Major-General WARREN :

Should you move your headquarters to-day the telegraph line will
be extended to you via Haw’s Shop, to which point the line is now

being run.
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistunt Adjulan!-General.
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HEADQUARTERS FI1FTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—8 p. m. (Received 8.30 p. m.)
Major-General MEADE:

l1have ?]ust returned from a personal examination of Griffin's front.
Due south, and I believe also to the east of that line, there was no
enemy discovered. After moving up the Totopotomoy, on his first
setting out, he ran inst the enemy’s infantry about 14 miles west
of this north and south line and withdrew his force without the enemy
following ; again he struck the enemy where the road turns south-
west toward ghady Grove ; some sharp skirmishing along a narrow
front was all that occurred here. Four regiments of infantry were
seen to move from this point southeasterly and the skirmishing was
continued until dark. Between this point and the Totopotomoy the
country is in some cases cleared, in others wooded. The valley of
the stream is in many places difficult to move in except in thin lines.
If the enemy should be to-morrow as we have found him to-day it
would require my whole corps south of the Totopotomoy. General
Burnside might cover the space between that stream and General
Hancock, and connection be kept up over the bad country by strong
skirmish lines well supported. I would like to be informed of the
country held by our cavalry south of me.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PorToMac,
May 20, 1864—7 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

General Hancock is directed to move forward and take position in
front of the enemy. Burnside will form on Hancock’s left and you
will form on Burnside’s left. As the enemy apparently were close
to you this E m., it is presumed your left will not be greatly ad-
vanced. I have received no report of General Griffin’s operations
.or progress since leaving your headquarters. Please report.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOoMAC,
May 29, 1864—9.45 p. m,
Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:
Your dispatch of 8 p. m. received. General Sheridan’s pickets are
at Linney’s, Old Church, Powell’'s Tavern, and Tignor’s. He is
directed to connect his pickets with yours and keep up the connec-

tion.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Magjor-General and Chief of Staff.

CIRCULAR. ] HEADQUARTERS FirTH ArMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—1.30 a. m.
Division commanders will be ready to move forward their com-
mands at 5 o’clock this a. m., to take up a new position in their front.
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-First Division, Brigadier-General Griffin, will take the road on the
right. Third Division, Brigadier-General Crawford, will move by

the road on the left. An officer will be sent from these headquarters

to point out the way.
y command of ﬁajor-(}enera.l Warren :
. S. M. MORGAN,
Assistant Adjulant-General.

CIRCULAR. ] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
’ May 29, 1864—11 a. m.
Assoon as possible the following movements will take place : Gen-
eral Griffin, with his division a,n(lf two batteries, will make a recon-
naissance toward Shady Grove, crosging at the mouth of Mill Creek.
General Crawford and General Cutler, with their commands, will
take up position on the east side of Mill Creek, extending from
Haw’s Shop to the Totopotomoy Creek, and be prepared to move
forward to the support of General Griffin at a moment’s notice.
The rest of the artillery, with Colonel Kitching’s command, will
move up to the position assigned to Generals Crawford and Cutler.
Headquarters will be at the house occupied by Norman, on the road
from Haw’s Shop to the north of Mill Creek. General Lockwood’s
command will remain till further orders at Dr, Brockenbrough’s.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers,

General Griffin will keep up, as far as may be, communication
with General Burnside’s reconnaissance on ‘his right, but will not
delay movements on this account.

G. K. WARREN,

Major-General,

Special. ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 128. May 29, 1864.

L In compliance with orders from headquarters Army of the
Potomac, the One hundred and eighty-fourth Pennsylvania Volun-
teers, brought to this ar1n¥3 by Brigadier-General Lockwood, will
8r0ceed to join the Second Brigade, Second Division, Second Army

orps.

III.) Brigadier-General Lockwood having reported for duty, is as-
signed to the command of the Second Division, Fifth Army Corps.
Colonel Lyle, commanding First Brigade, Second Division ; Colonel
Bates, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division ; Colonel Du-
shane, commanding Third Brigade, Second Division, will report to
Brigadier-General iockwood without delay.

II1. The following assignments are hereby ordered and will report
to the brigade commanders to which they are assigned at 4 a. m. to-
morrow, the 30th instant : Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers,
Col. E. W. Peirce, to Third Brigade, First Division, Brigadier-Gen-
eral Bartlett; Purnell Legion, Col. Samuel A. Graham, to Third
Brigade, Second Division, Colonel Dushane ; Forty-sixth New York
Volunteers, Colonel Travers, and Third Delaware, Lieut. Col. W.
B. Dorrell, to Second Brigade, Fourth Division, Colonel Hofmann ;
Ninety-fourth New York Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Moftett,
to First Brigade, Second Division, Colonel Lyle.
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IV. The brll;g(;lade of hea.\Bf artillery, Colonel Kitching command-
ing, is assi to Third Division, %‘ifth Army Corps, and will re-
rt to Brigadier-General Crawford at 4 a. m. to-morrow, 30th -
instant.
By command of Major-General Warren :
S. M. MORGAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

May 29, 1864—10 a. m.
General GRIFFIN and
General CRAWFORD : ‘
Mass your troops and remain in position till you get orders. In-
structions are being prepared for us,
G. K. WARREN,

Magor-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DivisionN, F1irTH CORPS,

May 29, 1864—3 p. m.
[General WARREN :]

GENERAL : The enemy is reported on mﬁ ri§ht in force, a heavy
line of skirmishers and a line of battle. ig line is on the side of
the stream opposite you. I am across and the head of my column
about 1 mile of Old Church. A negro reports that all the darkies
say the enemy’s force is at Shady Grove.

: CHAS. GRIFFIN,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

The enemy’s ocavalry in my front, but no large force so far.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Norman’s House, May 29, 1864—3.30 p. m.

General GRIFFIN :

I have just received your note sayini the head of your column at
3 p. m. was within 1 mile of Old Church. If you have not mistaken
the name you have the road. You were to go toward Shady Grove,
which lies southwest from here, while Old Church is southeast. If
you can consult Captain Paine and Captain Mackenzie they will
probably tell you whether you are on the right road or not.

Respectfully, 6. K. WARREN
Magjor- G;zne';'al, Commanc’ling.

May 29, 1864—3.55 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

General Griffin is in my front on the Mill Creek road. His skir-
mishers are now engage({ with the enemy. I am on the Totopoto-
moy, my left resting there, my right connecting with General
Catler. I have pickets on the Smith’s Mill road, which runs along
my front, and connects with Second Corps. General Griffin has
asied me for a regiment on each flank, as he is about to advance.

S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.
20 B R—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Haw’s Shop, May 29, 1864—3 p. m.
Major-General WRIGHT : :

What progress has your advance made ? Barlow is 3 miles from
here at the forks of the Cold Harbor and Hanover Court-House
roads. Hears and sees nothing of the enemy.

GEO. G. MEADE.

HEADQUARTERS SixTH CORPS,
Jones’ House, May 29, 1864—4 p. m.
General MEADE : -

Your dispatch received. Russell was advancing at last report,
meeting no opposition except from small parties of cavalry. Am
expecting further rfﬂ)ort every moment, which will be promptly
transmitted. Russell ought to be 3 or 4 miles out %g this tpime.

G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

Jones’ Housg, May 29, 1864—4.45 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

The force on the upger of the two roads has advanced about 34
miles without incident, having met only a few cavalry. It is now
on the main road to Richmond, about 14 miles from Hanover Court-
House, where I have halted it to await your instructions. The force
by the lower road has made about the same progress. It isreported
that there is no force about Hanover Court-House except a few cav-
alry. A sign post on the main road referred to says 17 miles to

Richmond.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Magjor-General.

HeADQUARTERS SixTH ARMY CORPS,

May 29, 1864. (Received 5 p. m.)

Major-General MEADE: . «
Lieutenant-Colonel Kent, who accompanied the brigade of the
First Division, commanded by Colonel ,i’_enrose, has just reported
that the brigade is within a quarter of a mile of the railroad, Hano-
ver Court-House in sight, and that there are a few cavalry scouts of
the enemy in the distance. (eneral Wright has not yet returned.

C. H. WHITTELSREY,
Asststant Adjutant-Qeneral.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—5.15 p. m. (Received 6 p. m.)
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

At 4 p. m. the force by the lower road was on a range of hills
running nearly north and south with railroad, a few hundred yards
on opposite side of bottom land. Court-House on opposite heights,
about one-quarter of & mile in front. Cavalry in small numbers in

front.
H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 29, 1864—5.30 p. m.
General WRIGHT:

General Barlow reports that 4 miles from here he meets the enemy
in sosition and force. He has been directed to maintain his position,
and Hancock i8 moving out to support him. It will be necessar
your advanced parties should maintain their positions, and you will,
therefore, move such portions of your force as may be necessary to
make their position secure. Warren meets them about a mile from
his left flank, on the Shady Grove Church road. They seem to
have a line covering the railroad, but your position will enable us
to secure the railroad, and perhaps the Xunctwu.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—6.45 p. m. (Received 7.10 p. m.)
Major-General MEADE :

I have sent two brigades to Russell, and will move the whole corps
if necessary, as I would prefer doing, at any rate unless you desire
to hold on to our present line. I shall soon learn from Russell what
additional force he needs. Should I move mere than at present or-
dered it will be virtually an abandonment of my line; and the entire
force might as well be moved forward, leaving, say, a small brigade
to look after trains and surplus artillery.

H. G. WRIGHT,

Magjor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOoMAcC,
May 29, 1864—7 p. m.
Major-General WRIGHT :

General Hancock is directed to move out and take position in front
of the enemy. You will form your corps on his right. In doing this
Hou will move down from your present advanced position and en-

eavor to place ggurself on the enemy’s flank. This movement of
your corps will be made at daylight to-morrow morning.

Respectfully, yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

ORDERS. ] HeADQUARTERS SixTH CORPS,
ﬂ[ay 29, 1864.
A reconnaissance will be made at 12 m. in the direction of Han-
over Court-House under the direction of (General Russell. The com-
manders of the Second and Third Divisions will place their com-
mands under arms at that hour and hold them in readiness to move
promptly to Geeneral Russell’s suF rt, if required.
By command of Major-Genera %right:
M. T. McMAHON,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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HeADQUARTERS SECOND D1visioN, SixtH CORPS,
May 29, 1864.
Lieut. Col. M. T. McCMAHON,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Sixth Corps:

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to represent, for the action of the
major-general commanding Sixth Corps, that two of my best and
most reliable brigade organizations are about to be entirely lost to
the service of our cause for the following reasons: My (old) Third
Brigade, Colonel Bidwell, Forty-ninth New York Volunteers, com-
manding, is 8o depleted by losses on various battle-fields as not to
equal numerically a regiment of infantry. The organization and
appointments of the brigade are perfect. The troops are mostly

ew York troops; therefore it is desirable that troops from that
State may be ordered to re-enforce this command. Colonel Bidwell
is the oldest colonel in the New York State regiments, and I believe
, the oldest in the army. He has been recommended for promotion
ag brigadier for gallant conduct in the former and late battles. My
present Fourth Brigade, Col. Oliver Edwards, Thirty-seventh Mas-
sachusetts Volunteers, commanding, will lose all his regiments but
one on the 6th, 11th, and 21st of next month by expiration of term
of service. Colonel Edwards has been recommended for promotion
as brigadier for gallant and persistent fighting on the Angle. If prac-
ticable, Massachusetts troops would be preferred here. The tone,
spirit, and efficient organization of these commands ought not to be
lost to the service. Any troops, however indifferent, might be in-
grafted, but by their well-earned reputation these brigades deserve
the consideration of troops from the several States.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. H. NEILL,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division,

[First indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS SixTH CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded, for the information of the major-general
commanding the Army of the Potomac. When any re-enforcements
are assigned to the corgs the two brigades referred to will receive
such proportional numbers as will enable their brigade organizations
to be kept up.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

[Second indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
June 5, 1864.

Respectfully returned to the commanding officer of the Sixth
Corps.

Cannot these brigade organizations be kept up by assignments
from other portions of your command, providing re-enforcements
cannot be had ?

By command of Major-General Meade:

CHAS. E. PEASE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[Third indorsement.]

HeADpQUARTERS S1XTH CORPS,

June 6, 1804,
Respectfully returned.

It will be impossible to fill up these organizations from the pres-
ent command without breaking up others, and I must depend upon
re-enforcements for the purpose.

H. G. WRIGHT.

Major-General, Commanding.
[Fourth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
June 10, 1864.
Respectfully returned to commanding officer of the Sixth Corps.
As soon as any re-enforcements are sent to this army they willrli)e

assigned to the Sixth Corps in proportion to its strength compared
with the other corps of this army.

By command of Major-General Meade :

CHAS. E. PEASE,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

[Fifth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 10, 1864.
Respectfully returned to Brigadier-Genecral Neill.
Please see indorsements, .
By command of Major-General Wright :
C. fl WHITTELSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,

] May 29, 1864, (Received 9.30 a. m.)

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac :

I commenced theestablishment of my line from Norman’sto Haw’s
Store, and upon reaching the latter place I found that I made no con- -
nection with Hancock. In following down the road I found that his
left was about 800 yards in rear of mK right, and I understand from
General Birney that you authorized him to establish his line there.
Shall I connect with him? My men are very weary, being almost
constantly on the road for two days and nights. '

: A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

May 29, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:
I would most respectfully state that I think the line now occupied
by Hancock is a stronger line than the one now ordered, and a road
can be-cut in rear of our lines for the movement of troops. I am
at General Hancock’s now ; am waiting an answer,
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAcC,
: May 29, 1864—9.45 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth- Corps :

The major-general commanding directs that your right near Haw’s
Shop remain as it is. General Hancock is directed to advance his
line and unite with your right.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864—10.45 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE :

General Warren is ordered to take position from Haw’s Shop to
the mouth of Mill Creek on the Totopotomoy. The commanding gen-
eral directs that you hold your corps in reserve, massed in rear of
Haw’s Shop, ready to move to either the Second or the Fifth Corps.
The chanﬁe in your position does not interfere with the reconnais-
sances and contingent operations ordered for to-day.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864—7 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE : :

You will move your corps to-morrow and take position on Gen-
eral Hancock’s ]ef}t,, fronting the enemy’s line. You will communi-
cate with General Hancock, and so soon as you have ascertained
his position and his left you will move forward. You will send staff
officers in advance to examine the ground and post thetroops. Gen-
eral Warren will be on your left and will be directed to communi-

cate with you.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HpQrs. CaAvaLRY CORrPS, ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 29, 1864—1.30, p. m.
Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Geoneral Wilson reports that he sent a battalion out on the road
over which the Fifth Corps marched; that there was a provost
%gard in rear bringing up all the men that had fallen out. General

ilson is encamped about 6 miles out, in rear of all the army frains.
He has reported that he has not seen General Lockwood, and does
not know where he is, or that he was coming. The forage trains for
the corps ate coming via Dunkirk.

P. H. SHERIDAN,

Maujor-General,
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HpQrs. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE Poromac,
New Custle Ferry, May 29, 1864—7 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff:
A Tebel prisoner from Ewell’s corps, captured to-day onthe Shady
Grove , reports Ewell’s corps as having marched to Mechanics-

ville yesterday, passing by the cross-road in front of where the
cavalry were fighting yesterday. The corps encamped on that road

last night.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Muajor-General, Commanding.

HbpQRrs. CAvALRY CoRPS, ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
New Castlle Ferry, Va., May 29, 1864—7 p. m.
Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

My headquarters are now at New Castle Ferry. My pickets are
estagrlished at the following points : Linney’s, Old Church, Powell’s
Tavern, and Tignor’s. General Wilson’s command is in camp 2
miles from Hanovertown, on the north side of the river. All the
trains are up. I have ordered General Wilson’s command to report

here to-morrow.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HpqQrs. CAvALRY CoRP8S, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 29, 1864,
Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division ;
The maj 1;§eneral commanding directs that you have your com-
mand saddled and formed at 4 a, m. to-morrow. Cavalry Corps
headquarters will be at a house on the left-hand side of the road and

at New Castle Ferry.
JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Hpqrs, THIRD DivisioN, CAVALRY CORPS,
Near the Mill, May 29, 1864—12.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel FORSYTH,
. Cavalry Corps:

Your dispatch i,nclosin§ copy of communication from General
Humphreys is received. I have driven in all stragglers found, and
made dispositions to find all that may be between %ere and Chester-
field Station. I don’t think there is any enemy on the north side of
the North Anna, as I have discovered none ““in holding the fords
successively as they were abandoned by the infantry and in cover-
ing the rear of the army.” I moved by the Chesterfield and Mango-
hick road and occupied Mangohick till Colonel Schriver had passed,
who informed me that there was nothing in his rear. In addition
to this, I' patrolled the Bowling Green road 5 miles northward. I
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am sure, therefore, there are no stragglers on the route of the army,
except as such as may have been concealed in places out of the way.
But to render this ceftain and to more surely cover the roads, I have
left one regiment on the road near Dabney’s with directions to put
an advanced guard at Mangohick and patrol in all directions, par-
ticularly toward Taylor’s Ferry.

I have sent another regiment to the finger-board which marks the .
goint where the Bowling Green road leaves the Aylett and Chester-

eld roads, with directions to follow the road across Reedy Swamp
to the Bowling Green and Mangohick road, bringing all persons be-
longing to the army. This disposition, it seems to me, covers the
original rear of the army. As for (General Lockwood, I know noth-
ing definite ; but Captain Goddard informed me this morning he
was coming on the road from Aylett’s. I did not suppose that I
would be required to look after him, having received no notification -
of his movement, but since your note I have sent a staff officer back
on that road with orders to find the Second Ohio, if possible, and
order it to put itself behind everything, bring up all stragglers,
8atrol in all directions, and communicate frequently. Finally,

hapman’s brigade is near the junction of the road to Dunkirk with
the one to Mangohick, that is, near Dabney’s. McIntosh is near here
by the mill pond. If I knew exactly how many trains were yet to
pass, 1 could say precisely whether or not to send over more troops
on the various roads. I am quite sure my dispositions are ample,
but if you think best I can move back to Mangohick with the entire
division. The stragglers shall all be sent in as soon as the trains
and cattle have all passed, so that the scalawags can be selected.
The country shall be patrolled in every direction from there.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-Qeneral, Commanding.

[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
May 29, 1864.
Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Army of the Potomac, to
show the condition of the trains, &c., in rear of the army.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General. Commanding.

May 29,1864,
Brigadier-General RUCKER:

No_further shipments of troops or supplies wili be made to Port
Royal, Va. General Abercrombie has been directed to send forward
to General Grant’s army everything now on the way, and to have
everything away and the depot broken up by the 1st of June. The
depot will be transferred to the Pamunkey River, and everything
hereafter for the Army of the Potomac will be sent to White House.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Copies sent to Surgeon-General, Commissary-Generai, and the
commanding officer Department of Washington.)
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) Mavy 29, 1864.
Brigadier-General RUCKER :

General Abercrombie thinks he will get everything off to-morrow,
and be ready to remove his depot. As his Invalid Battalion of
guards cannot march, he will require transportation for them by

water to White House. Please order it. General Smith’s advance

should be at West Point to-morrow.
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—Notify General Abercrombie of last vessel sent to Port

Royal.
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General.

PorT RovaL, Va., May 29, 1864.
(Received 1 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK :

I omitted in my last telefram to report that between 400 and 500
contrabands were shipped last evening for Washington ; also that I
have picked up and sent to the front over 2,500 stragglers.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General.

‘W ASHINGTON, May 29, 1864—2.16 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,
Port Royal, Ta.:
General Rucker will furnish water transporta.tion for your Invalid
ards to White House. General Smith’s advance will be on the
amunkey to-morrow. The [Eighth] Illinois Cavalry will protect
the telegraph party in removing their line.
H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, May 29, 1864.
Lieutenant-General GRANT : .
GEXERAL : Upward of 400 contrabands were shipped last evening
for Washington. I have also apprehended over 2,500 stragglers,
whom I shall gsend to-day or to-morrow under guard to the army.
have received no instructions myself as to abandoning Port Royal.
From information derived through the Quartermaster’s Department,
however, I understand the basis to be the White House, on the Pa-
munkey, where I shall proceed with the Invalid Battalion, all of
whom are completely knocked up by a short march from Belle Plain
to this place, and are fit for nothing but garrison duty, and not very
reliable for that. On my arrival at White House I will report for
further instructions.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, May 29, 1864,
Capt. P. P. PITKIN, :
- Quartermaster :

CapraIN: Commodore Parker informs me your transports are
ashore all along the river—guerrillas in the river—and some of them
in exEosed position. Too much hurry will delay our movements. If
you have not pilots, boats should not go down at night. After 12
o’clock to-day nothing will be sent here. You must, therefore, allow
sufficient time for boats to arrive from Washington before you break
up entirely.

Respectfully, &ec.,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, May 29, 1864.
TELEGRAPH OPERATOR, '
Pope’s Point, Va.: ,

Have the Twelfth U. 8. Infantr;ly and all dismounted cavalr
moved to this point immediately. The Eighth Illinois Cavalry will
guard the line.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

GENERAL BUTLER’s HEADQUARTERS,
On James River, May 29, 1864--10.30 a. m.
: (Received 7.10 p. m.)
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

Flag of truce just in with papers to the 28th. They report, May
27, 12 noon : ’ .

A ]age force of the enemy appeared and pressed our cavalry back at Hanover

, Court-House. Prisoners captured from Sixth Corps say that they have orders to
move to the White House.

ATLANTA, May 27.

Our advance came up with the enemy at New Hope, 4 miles east of Dallas, on
Wednesday. Our right rests on the road from Acworth to Dallas, about 3 miles
northeast of New Hope, and extends from the latter point nearly west.

CLINTON, May 24, 1864.
(Via Summit, 26th.)
Banks has escaped from Alexandria via Simsport. A. J. Smith’'s corps has
gone up to Natchez and Vicksburg. The balance of his army is in full retreat to-
ward New Orleans, at Morganza, on the west bank of the river. Canby has arrived
and assumed command.

Inview of this news, as the Nineteenth Army Corps is disengaged,
I respectfully suggest that it be sent by water, to land here or at
‘West Point in reach of General Grant. General Weitzel, who so
well knows the military situation in Louisiana, concurs in the sug-
gestion. It can be here in fourteen days to re-enforce the army, de-
pleted by the battles to be fought in the mean time.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS, '
May 29, 1564,
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

Col. Robert M. West, of the First Pennsylvania Artillery, was
mustered into service July 29, 1862, and has been in service ever
since, most of the time at Williamsburg. His regiment was never
raised, although accepted, because of the order of the Department in
relation to artillery regiments. Governor Curtin has now, at m
request, commissioned Colonel West as colonel of the Fifth Penn-
sylvania Cavalry. Colonel West led that gallant cavalry expedi-
tion of the two colored regiments across the Chickahominy. I could
not give him his commission, or he would have been ranked by his
actual juniors, I ask permission to have him mustered as of his
proper rank, July 29, 1862. Colonel West has served nearly three
years, and was an old soldier at the beginning of the war.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HRADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864—6 p. m. (Received 8.39 a. m. 30th.)
Hon. E. M. StanTON,
' Secretary of* Was:

The following is an extract from the Richmond Examiner of 27th
instant : ‘ Trains commenced running regularly on the Petersburg
railroad yesterday, 26th.” It will be seen, therefore, that we have
held the road for three weeks, May 5 to 26. OQur prisoners in Rich-
mond are on half rebel rations, so are the rebel soldiers.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

W ASHINGTON, May 29, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER :

Your telegram of 10.30 this morning is acknowledged. The
suggestion as to the disposition of the Nineteenth Army Corps will
be transmitted to Lieutenant-General Grant for his consideration.
He is apprised of the state of things on Red River and Louisiana,
and gives direction to all the Government forces. You can express
directly to him your views in respect to their disposition. Our latest
information from General Grant’s arx:}mg' was their crossing the
Pamunkey at Hanovertown, and expected to be all across by noon

yesterday.
E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

BERMUDA,
May 29, 1864—6.30 p. m.
(General BUTLER:
The last steamer with troops left here at 12 m. Do not khow what
time last one left City Point.
e C. E. FULLER,

Lieutenant-Colonel.
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‘ BERMUDA, May 29, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER :

GENERAL: The man Underdue, colored, was confined by order of
Colonel Shaffer, chief of staff, for reporting all sorts of stories and
trying to raise stampede. Captain Cassels, provost-marshal, after-
ward received orders from Colonel Shaffer to put Underdue, colored,
at work during the day and confine him at night. Captain Cassels,
provost-marshal, afterward received telegram from Col. 8. M. Bow-
man, Eighty-fourth Pennsylvania, chief mustering and recruitin
officer, U. 8. Colored Troops, which was forwarded to Colonel Shaf-
fer, respecting the election of Underdue to the position of chaplain
in some colored regiment. In answer from Colonel Shaffer received -
orders that as Underdue was well, he should be retained.

Respectfully, M. H MYERS
Captain and Provost-Marshal.
HEADQUARTERS,
‘ May 29, 1864—7.40 a. m.

General GILLMORE,
Commanding Defenses, &c.:

Direct an inspection and returnat 11 a.,m. to-daq of all the forces
along the line and the reserves, so that we may have to-night an
exact account of every man we have and where he belongs.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

GILLMORE'S, .
May 29, 1864.
‘Major-General BUTLER :

GENERAL: I have ordered the inspection and return, and have
sent for General Kautz to ascertain exactly how his command is
disposed. I will call and see you when Iget all the necessary in-
formation so as to arrange for a command for Turner.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General,

GILLMORE’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER:
The signal officer from Battery No. 3 reports:

During last night three rebel signal stations could be seen in full operation. but
owing to my sickness and headache I was half blind and unable to do anything in
regard to watching them. They have also during last two days bheen at work
on the two new wogm on the other side of the James; also last night two rockets
were sent up from that same region. In front of us the rebels are at work in
greater force this a. m. than ever before, strengthening their whole line.

N. B. ROBERTS,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Mujor-Qeneral.
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HrADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—11.40 a. m. (Received 12.23 p. m.)
Major-General BUTLER, Commanding:

I have seen General Kautz and arranged with him that he will
command Mix’s and Spear’s brigades of cavalry and the artillery on
the line they occupy, while Turner takes the extreme left and every-
thing there, both generals to repor{ directly to me. Unless you
desire some other arrangement I will issue the order. I feel the
want of Colonel Serrell’s services very much just now.

Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864—12.30 p. m,
Major-General GILLMORE:

Dispatch received. Your disposition as regards Kautz and Tur-
ner is approved. General Weitzel will do anything in the way of
engineering to which General Gillmore does not feel himself compe-
tent on our line. Col. Henry L. Abbot is also a very accomplished
engineer officer in your command. In my judgment, Colonel Ser-
rell is now of more use- in his present position than he can be else-

where.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

[First indorsement.]

GILLMORE'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864—2.15 p. m.
The operator will have this repeated, and will request the other
station to have it examined by (eneral Butler before he sends it

all.
8 Q. A. GILLMORE

[Becond indorsement. )

May 29, 1864—2.15,
General Gillmore has returned my dispatch of 12.30 for examina-
tion. I see no word to alter, save that General Gillmore may object
to the word ‘‘ competent.” The sense in which it may be used might
be objectionable, but there are many kinds of incompetency, one of
knowledge, and the other want of time, pressure of other duties,
superintendence of details, and supervision [of]| works, because of
which General Qillmore asked for Colonel Serrell, and to which I
have suggested the services of General Weitzel and Colonel Abbot.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864—4.20 p. m.
Brig. Gen. G. WEITZEL,
General Buller’'s Headquarters:

There are in position on the line of defense twenty 3-inch ord-
nance guns, sixteen light 12-pounders, and two 12-pounder mountain
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howitzers. In reserve there are eighteen 3-inch ordnance guns, four
light 12-pounders, ten lgépounder Parrotts, and six 12-pounder
mountain howitzers, according to returns received this morning.
There are in I‘)osition some guns belonging to light batteries (classed
as siege artillery) exclusively under Colonel Abbot’s charge. I
know nothing a.bogft 1ﬁlem.
Very respectfully,
: R. H. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col. and Chief of Artillery, Tenth Army Corps.

GENERAL BUTLER’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864—5.45 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE :

You will cause two 30-pounder Parrotts from the line and 200
rounds of ammunition therefor to be at abutment of pontoon bridge,
across the Appomattox on this side, at 8 o’clock to-morrow morning.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

[Indorsement.} o
C'olonel Abbot, First Connecticut Artillery, will please see to the
execution of the within order. Let the pieces be there half an hour

before the time specified. ,
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

GILLMORE’S,
May 29, 1864.
Major-Gieneral BUTLER :
Colonel Abbot thinks he can better spare four 20-pounders than
two 30-pounders. The latter will of course be sent unless you

authorize the exchange.
Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

May 29, 1864—7.30 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER: »
The lookout on the Curtis house reports five steamers at Chaffin’s
to-day. Admiral Lee knowsit. The 30-pounders will be in position
to-morrow morning, as directed. The returns asked for and ordered

are not in yet.
' Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General

e

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Hatcher’s, Va., May 29, 1864.
Col. H. L. ABBorT,
First Conmecticut Heavy Artillery:
CoroveL: The major-general commanding directs that you pro~
ceed immediately to make an inspection of the line of works froyn
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the James River to the Appomattox, with reference to the artillery
and infantry defense of that line, and the location of troops on and
behind it. You will suggest such improvements in the line as you |
may deem necessary, in the order of their relative importance, re-
porting in writing to these headquarters as soon as possible.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. W, SMITH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutani-General.

GEN-ERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. TENTH ARMY CoORPS,
No. 3. In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va.,
May 29, 1864.

The following is hereby announced as the organization of the forces
occupying the mtrenchments on the left of Brigadier-General Terry’s
division : Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, U. 8. Volunteers, will command
the extreme left of the line and the forces of all arms stationed on the
left of Brigadier-General Kautz's command. Brig. Gen. A. V.
Kautz, U. S. Volunteers, will command the First and Second Cav-
alry Brigades, commanded respectively by Cols. S. H. Mix and S.
P. Spear, together with the artillery which may be in position on
the line occupied by said brigades. Both of the general officers
above named will report directly to these headquarters. :

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore :

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

s

GENERAL ORDERS, | HbpQrs. TENTH ArRMY CORPS,
No. 4. y In the Field, near Hatcher’s, Va.,
May 29, 1864.

Col. H. L. Abbot, First Connecticut Heavy Artillery, is hereby
anuounced as chief of artillery for the line of defenses.
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

BErMUDA HUNDRED, May 29, 1864—1.10 a. m.
(Via Fort Monroe, 6.30 a. m.)

Major-General HALLECK :

RFeneral Ames, with 4,000 men and one batterg, will leave here at
daylight to land at West Point, and march at daylight to-morrow
morning to hold the bridge at White House and fortify his position.
The other troops will follow as fast as possible with the tows that
each steamer has to take, Bridge builders can be sent immediately.
: ‘WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General,
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JAMESTOWN ISLAND, VA., May 29, 1864—2 p. m.
(Via Fort Monroe. Received 4.20 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W, HALLECK,
Chaef of Staff:

At 11.30 a. m. to-day nearly all of mK command were embarked.
They will all be at West Point, or, if the Pamunkey River can be
run at night, at the White House, early in the morning. I have
16,000 infantry, sixteen guns, one squadron of cavalry. General
Ames was ordered to report to you by telegraph the moment he
landed. I shall try to communicate at once with General Grant.
Shall in the mean time exercise my own judgment to some extent as
to the points of debarkation.

WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General.

May 29, 1864. (Received 1.45 a. m.)
General MARTINDALE :

You will embark vour troops as quickly as possible, and proceed
with the tows to West Point at as early an hour after daylight as
possible, and there await orders.

WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding.

Mavy 29, 1864. (Received 8.45 a. m.)
GGeneral HINKS :

You will send the reserve brigade to report on the lines over here.
The pontoon bridge will be ready at 2 o'clock, so that you will start
at 12 m. Acknowledge receipt.

R. 8. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General,

May 29, 1864—9.15 a. m.
General BUTLER :
Dispatch received. The brigade will be ready at 12 m.,
HINKS,
General.

May 29, 1864. (Received 10 a. m.)
General HINKS :

Please come over with your brigade.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

MAv 29, 1864—11.45 a. m.
Colonel AMES:
You are to remain in command at Spring Hill for the present.
You will ration your troops accordingly.
DUNC%N,
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May 29, 1864—8.30 p. m.
Colonel AMES:
Send Captain Dollard-at or before daylight to-morrow morning to
capture a rebel picket. I am very desirous to obtain information .
from Petersburg. Do all you can to obtain a picket. HINKS

General,

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
James River, May 29, 1864—10 p. m.
(Via Fort Monroe, 6 p. m. 30th. Received 7.20 p. m.)

Hon. GipEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy :

‘Went to Fort Powhatan and Wilson’s Wharf to-da{. The Pequot,
Atlanta, Dawn, and Young America will effectually help the troops.
One colored regiment at each place, to hold against great odds these
important positions, which the army is fortifying. General Wild
ha.go 900 colored troops at Wilson’s Wharf, and two 20-pounder Par-
rotts, and no other artillery, when we were attacked. Ho says the
enemy used no artillery, and were, he thinks, 2,000 strong. He
sta to me that the gun-boats were of great assistance to %‘Jim in
repelling their attack.

8. P. LEE,

Aeting Rear-Admiral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomAc,
May 29, 1864. (Via Yorktown.)

Maj. T. T. ECKERT,
Washington, D. C.:

Your dispatch of 27th has been shown to General Grant, who says
[the] line need not be extended farther than White House, as weo
will probably leave here before it can reach us; cannot tell now
where we will meet Bickford, but will look out for him if we get
near railroad. Dispatches will be sent from headquarters to White
House by messenger. Will advise you as promptly as possible when
Grant makes his wants known. Our battery wagon was fired into
by rebels while leaving North Anna and broke down, and has been
destroyed. No one hurt and nothing but wagon lost. Battery in
good working order now, and we are in communication with all
corps and working well. Will write by first mail. Dover wants
you to send quantity of rubber slips for covering places where con-
nections have been made in field wire.

A. H CALDWELL.

Fort MONROE, VA., May 29, 1864.
Major ECKERT :

Bickford and party arrived this morning. Have got their six
teams complete and a steamer to take them direct to West Point,

21 R R—VOL XXXVI, PT IiI
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Have furnished them everything they wanted and material to make
20 miles with what they had. Teams and wagoners scarce. They
left at sundown. Palmer arrived at Yorktown at 11 a. m. to-day;
has run line from office to river; is now ferrying his train across
river on a barge; says it will take till midnight to finish crossing.
He will commence on Gloucester side at daylight in morning. Has
everything he wants. I will try to go to Yorktown to-morrow. -

G. D. SHELDON.

Forr MoONROE, May 29, 1864.
[Major ECKERT :]

Butler favors crossing at Yorktown and the north route. J. M.
Palmer and party, with Homan and Collins, arrived at Jamestown
last night ; had to land them there, as they came down on regular
dis atc%l-boat ; would have been better if they had come here. They
will arrive at Yorktown this afternoon by land. Will hurry the
work ; will lay the cables and have all ready. Propeller Detroit,
with material, arrived yesterday; was sent to Yorktown, and the
material is landed on Gloucester side. Operators will be distributed

according to orders.
G. D. SHELDON.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
’ New Berne, N. C., May 29, 1864,
Maj. R. 8. Davis,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdgrs. Dept. of Va. and N. C.:

MAaJoRr: Affairs in North Carolina remain quiet. I have organized
two or three expeditions, one toward Wilmington, and one to try to
blow up the ram in the Roanoke. I hope strongly for success, and I
will do everything I can with my smalf force to worry the enemy in
this State. An unfortunate accident with some of our own torpedoes
s day or two since killed and wounded more than 50 men. It was,
in my opinion, the result of the grossestcarelessness. I hope to pre-
sent yet a good account of the force here.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,
Brigadier-General.

Two MILES SoUTHWEST oF Haw’s SHop,
May 30, 1864—4 p. m. (Received 10.45 a. m. 31st.)

Maj. Gen. H. W, HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

There seems to be some prospect of Lee making a stand north of
the Chickahominy, his right near Shady Grove. I have heard noth-
ing yet of Smith’s troops reaching White House. If I can get up to
attack will not await his arrival. I wish iou would send all the pon
toon bridging you can to City Point to have it ready in case 1t is
wanted.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—4 p. m.
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT,
Commanding:

GENERAL: A dispatch from Sheridan reports he drove the enemy’s
cavalry this afternoon, and now occupies Cold Harbor, Parsley's,
and the cross-roads from Cold Harbor and Parsley's, connecting
with Warren's left. I have advised him of Smith’s movement, anc
told him to keep a sharp lookout for any movement of the enemy
in that direction. I have not moved Wright.

Respectfully,
GEO. G. MEADE,

{Pencil indorsement.}

Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, commandinﬁI Eighteenth Army Corps,
will report to, and receive orders from, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade,
commanding Army' of the Potomac, until otherwise ordered.

Near Haw’s SHor, Va.,
May 30, 1864—5.20 p. m.
Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac : -
Is it not evident that the enemy’s line is entirely to the left of Gen-
eral Wright’s? If he is not already doing so, it seems to me that he
should push forward his right as far as possible, holding connection
with Hancock with his left.
U. 8. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

NEaAR Haw’s SHop, VA.,
May 30, 1864—6.40 p. m.
Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac :

(General Smith will debark his force at the White House to-
night and start up the south bank of the Pamunkey, at an carly
hour, probably at 3 a. m. in the morning. It is not improbable
that the enemy, being aware of Smith’s movement, will be feeling
to get on our {eft flank for the purpose of cutting him off, or by
a dash to crush him and get gac before we are aware of it.
Sheridan ought to be notified to watch the enemy’s movements
well out toward Cold Harbor, and also on the Mechanicsville
road. Wright should bo got well massed on Hancock’s right so
that if it becomes necessary he can take the place of the latter
readily whilst troops are being thrown east of the Totopotomoy, if
necessary. 1 want Sheridan to send a cavalry force of at least half
a brigade, if not a whole brigade, at 5 o’clock in the morning. to
communicate with Smith and to return with him. I will send orders
for Smith by the messenger you send to Sheridan with his orders.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—10.25 a. m.
Maj. J. C. DUuANE,
Chief Engineer, Hdgrs. Army of the Polomac :

There is no very material change in the lines here since last night.
(General Barlow’s skirmish line has advanced to the creek on the
left of the Cold Harbor road. The enemy has a Whitworth gun
in position and firing on Generals Gibbon’s and Barlow’s skirmish-
ers. The gun cannot be seen, and it is supposed to be firing at
long range. They have also been throwing shells at the Shelton
house, where we have a battery. Their guns will be silenced assoon
as they can be seen. General ¥Iancock 18 developing the line of the
creek. If there is another officer available I wish you would send
him to relieve me some time this afternoon, as it is almost impossi-
ble for me to ride. If there is none I can remain., I am now with

General Hancock.
CHARLES N. TURNBULL,
Captain, Engineers.
MaY 30, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Major DUANE,
Chief Engineer, Army of the Potomac:
General Griffin has moved out on the first road south of the
. Totopotomoy to within about & mile of the road past Richardson’s
to Walnut Grove Church. Ashe advances the skirmishing becomes
more obstinate, which leads me to believe that the enemy is taking
up position in front of the Shady Grove Church and Me_cﬁ
road. The country is very much cut up and affords strong positions
for skirmishers. The road seems to be along a ridge.
C. W. HgOWELL,
Corps of Engineers.

May 30, 1864—6 p. m.
Major DUANE, v
Chief Engineer, Army of the Potomac:

General Crawford was driven off of the Mechanicsville road, and
took up position on the south side of the road on which General
Griffin was advancing. General Griffin’s right is within a mile of
the road to Walnut Grove Church, and the line of the Fifth Corps
extends from General Griffin south of the road on which he is and
parallel to it ; the left is in front of Anderson’s house. The enemy
are on the Mechanicsville road and throwing up rifle-pits. Our

position is quite good.
C. W. HOWELL,
Corps of Engineers.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—6 a. m.
Corps and other independent commanders will draw to-day three
days’ rations for the troops from the general supply train, so that
the men will have five days’ rations on tieir persons from to-morrow
morning. The attention of all commanders 1s called to the necessity
of issuing stringent instructions to prevent the waste of subsistence

apicsville |
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stores, as, under existing circumstances, deficiencies, however they
may arise, cannot be made good. The supply trains will be to-day
in the vicinity of the Hundley house.
By command of Major-General Meade :
: S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 30, 1864,
As soon as the general lines the troops are to occupy have been
determined and reached after a movement, corps commanders will
at once locate their headquarters, and communicate the position
of the same to these headquarters, so that the commanding general
may know where to send dispatches to them, and, when practicable,
have the telegraph line promptly run out. At present much time
is frequently lost in ascertaining the position of corps commanders
at the close of a march.
By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CoLoNEL SHELTON’S Housg, May 30, 1864—S8 a. m.
Captain TAYLOR: _

Enemy opened this forenoon on our working party with artillery,
distance about 750 yards. No damage done. arty still throwing
up works for artillery. Brisk skirmishing in Barlow’s front.

J. E. HOLLAND,
Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. 8. Army.

(Copy to Generals Hancock and Barlow.)

Tor oF CoLONEL SHELTON’s HOUSE,
May 30, 1864—8.15 a. m:
General HANCOCK :

Enemy have one “light twelve” at present bearing on this point.
They are engaged at present in completing works on their right (as
visible), but very few show themselves above their works, although
their sharpshooters are busy firing on our skirmishers. One gun
just opened on this point, firing on our working parties, doing no

damage.
HOLLAND,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

(Copy to General Barlow and Captain Taylor.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POoTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—8.45 a. m.
Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps:
The commanding general wishes to know what the artillery firing
was this morning a little after 7 o’clock ?
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
(Copy to General Warren.)
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HeADQUARTERS SeECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864—9 a. m,
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral, Army of the Potomac :

The firing about 7 a. m. was from the enemy opening on my work-
ing parties. My guns replied very little. I am waiting to complete
my epaulements and the riﬁe-ﬁits for the infantry supports, when 1
shall open on their works. This is an advance work, and requires
some protection for infantry in. case it should be assaulted. The
ﬁ'ound is open around, but could be assaulted if the enemy pleased.

y rifle-pits will be completed very soon. Barlow is pushing his
skirmishers along the Cold Harbor road, and is somewhat engaged.

Gibbon will do the same.
‘ WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

I wish to develop positively the enemy’s position along that road. '
They have a strong line of skirmishers.

MaAy 30, 1864—9.25 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

I have not yet positively determined the enemy’s position in front
of Barlow’s left and Gibbon. The enemy have been driven from
their first heavy skirmish line behind detached rifle-pits, which we
now occugly with a brigade of each division. There is now a ravine
between the enemy’s forces and ours, but I do not think it is the
creek. I think the creek id still behind that point.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864—9.40 a, m.

[General WILLIAMS:]

GENERAL: I send in a prisoner taken from a North Carolina regi-
ment, Hoke’s brigade, on the skirmish line of the enemy, on Gen-
eral Barlow’s front, to our left of the Cold Harbor road. Their skir-
mish line is on this side of the swamp. He says their line of battle
is on the other side of the swamp, probably a mile from where we
first encountered the skirmish line. He saysthey came there Satur-
day night and commenced intrenching; he thinks they are pretty
strong by this time. He thinks Lee’s army is pretty generally up
here. I send him back on horseback. The Sixth Corps have con-
nected with our reconnaissance and are marching down. I have
recommended General Burnside to cut a road through the swam
behind Warren’s pickets, to connect with Warren in case of diffi-

culty, which appears likely.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, '
May 30, 1864—11.15 a. m.
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

The presentskirmish firing is from General Barlow, who is feeling
his way with some skirmishers across the swamp to a crest, from
which the enemy’s skirmish line have been firing at his line of bat-
tle, with a view of determining whether there is really anything
strong behind it or not. It does not look as if it were helX very
strong, and no bad results can follow even if itis.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-Generdd, Commanding.

’

SecoND CoRrps,
May 30, 1864—3.30 p. m,
Major-General HUMPHREYS,
: Chief of Staff:
The following has just been received from the Shelton house:
SHELTON HOUSE.
Major-General HANCOCK :

The Shelton house is riddled by shot of enemy. Our batterfes and mortars in
front of the house have silenced for the present enemy’s guns, our batteries doing
splendid work, almost every shot striking where aimed. Slight skirmishing going
on now.

J. E. HOLLAND.,
Lieutenant, Signal Corps.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Mujor-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 186(4—4.20 p. m.
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

General Barlow’s skirmishers took the first crest beyond the creek,
but the enemy held a hill still beyond and commanding it ; and the
brigade commander, after suffering some little loss, thought it well
to withdraw the skirmishers. But General Barlow is about to re-
lieve the skirmishers with another line, and will continue his efforts,

robably with a better result. I have no doubt that General Bar-
ow will be able to hold across the creek, because the loss on our
side and the numbers of the enemy seen did not show a necessity of
withdrawal. A wounded rebel, taken on the other side of the creek,
reports that Ewell’s corps is on our front in force.
. WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-Qeneral, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—5.05 p. m.
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General :
General Birney reports as follows : That General Wright has
made connection with his right at a point half mile in front of Over-
ton's house. He says that his first line is within 500 yards of enemy’s
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line, and that it'is only a skirmish with sharpshooters. The enemy
show no great force in their intrenchments, which seem to be re-
fused at the Poiut of connection between this corps and Sixth. Gen-
eral Wright’s headquarters are at Overton’s, and the telegraph is
_being run there.
_ WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,

Major-Qeneral, U. S. Vols., Comdg. Second Corps.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864.
Major-General HANCOCK :
How far are your headquarters from Haw’s Shop, and is there a
good position near you for general headquarters ?
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—6 p. m.
Brig. Gen. SETH WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Polomac :

GENERAL : I have received the dispatch in reference to the Sixth
Corps, and have referred it to Major-General Birney for an imme-
diate answer. General Birney, who had just left {wre before re-
ceiving iour dispatch, remarked to me that the Sixth Corps had
wasted hours in getting in position. It is u self-evident fact that
the Second Corps have had a sight [sic] for the last twenty-four
hours without change, except that the skirmishers on the extreme
right have been advanced toward the enemy to develop his position,
as the Sixth Corps did not arrive.

' WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-GQeneral, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—6.50 p. m. (Received 7.10 p. m.)
Major-General HaNCOCK,
Commanding Second Army Corps:
General Warren reports that he is attacked on his left lank. The
general commanding directs that to relieve Warren you attack

wherever you can find a point suitable for it.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864—7 p. m.
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac :

I find that General Barlow’s skirmishers have not fallen back to
this side of the stream. The report that his skirmishers had retired
was incorrect. They had been ordered to fall back, but did not do
so until the order was countermanded.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.




Cmap. XLVIIL] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 329

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—7.20 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

Your order was received at 7.10 p. m. I have directed each divis-
jon commander to assault at such point of his line as he may deem
best. General Barlow has already replied that he will attack at
once. I have also directed my artillery to open. General Ricketts,
who is on Birney’s right, ought to move at the same time to protect
Birney’s right. General Birney has just sent word that he will
attack on hisright, and if General Wright moves, it will assist him

materially.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc,
May 30, 1864—7.30 p. m. (Received 7.40 p. m.)
General HANCOCK :
Cease operations at dark.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Muajor-General.
(Same to General Burnside.)

HeADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864—7.50 p. m.
General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:
GENERAL: I have ordered operations to cease at dark. Some of
my columns are attacking. I will report which and report progress
as soon as I can get accurate information. The infantry firing so far

has not been heavy.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
May 30, 1864—7.40 p. m. (Received 7.52 p. m.)
Major-General HaNCoOCK :
General Warren reports that the attack on him has quieted down
with the repulse of the enemy’s first attack.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HeADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—8 p. m.
General WILLIAMS:

GENERAL: The enemy just now threw 7 white rockets in quick
succession on my right and front, and 3 since. Some musketry is

going on.
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CoORPS,
May 30, 1864—8.15 p. m.
General HANCOCK,
Second Army Corps:

There is a gap between your left and my right which General
Owen told General Potter he would fill with a brigade, but he had
not done it when I left the line a few minutes ago. It is possible he
may have done it before this, but it might be well to remind him of
theimportance of it, both to your command and mine. I would be
glad to fill it myself, but I really have not the troops, having had to
relieve QGriffin’s line in order that he might go to tﬁe relief of War-
ren’s left. I deem it of the utmost importance that that part of the
line should be intrenched before morning. Howare Iz'ou etting on?

BURNSIDE,
Magjor-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864—9.05 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps :

I have received your dispatch in regard to the gap between my
left and your right, which wasg cause%, as is reported to me, as
having occurred from General Owen moving forward to attack in
conformity with orders from General Meade. As General Wright
will be probably moved to the left to-night to support Warren, and
I think it inadvisable to order Owen to fall back, you had better
fill the gap for the time being, and I will send more troops to that
point should General Wright not move.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
May 30, 1864—8.30 p. m. (Received 8.40 p. m.)
Major-General HaNCOCK :

‘Warren has repulsed an attack of the enemy, but reports their
moving to hisleft. It will probably be necessary to move Wright to
the left. You had better intrench strongly so asto hold your line
with the minimum force and give you as much as possible so as to

meet a flank attack.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864.
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral, Army of the Potomac:
I send you the reports* of my division commanders as to the oper-
ations of this evening. The left of my line, (General Owen), is in
advance of General Burnside, owing to (General Owen moving

*See Barlow to Walker, 9 g) m. ; Gibbon to Hancock, 8.45 p. m.; Birney to
‘Walker, 9 p. m., pp. 332, 338, 834, ;
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forward to the attack, which General Burnside apparently did not
do. If General Wright is moved to the left, 1 thin]g General Burn-
side had better fill the gap ; if not, I will do it.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864—9.20 p. m.
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutunt-General, Army of the Potomac:

You can move General Wright over to the left without any fear.
We can hold the right with the force I have. 1 shall make arrange-
ments to have a swift and strong line.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commariding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—9.30 p. m,
General S. WILLIAMS :

GENERAL : My signal officers deserve especial commendation to-
day. Lieut. William Niel [Lieut. William H. R. Neel, Ninety-fifth
Pennsylvania Infantry] and Lieutenant Holland remained at the
station on top of Colonel Shelton’s house during the whole day.
The house was struck by 51 artillery shots, and both the officers were
struck and bruised by shell. A large family of ladies were in the
cellar of the house during the shelling, but I had last night advised
them to leave, and did so repeatedly to-day, offering them facilities
for so doing, which they refused, trusting in God, as they were
members of the church. T have sent my report of operations this
eveniné by an orderl{'. Presume it has reached you by this,

ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS.
May 30, 1864.
General S. WiLLIAMS, :
Assistant Adjutant-General :
GENERAL: In the attack to-night Colonel Brooke drove the enemy
out of a very strong intrenched skirmish line not parallel to the
creek—their left being inclined back. No lights are visible and no

sounds indicating their presence.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HpQRS. ARTILLERY BRIGADE, SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864,
Lieut. Col. F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Corps:
CoLONEL : I have the honor to report that this afternoon about
sundown I received an order to open fire with the artillery in my
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charge in order to cover or threaten an assault. As soon as possible
thereafter (about 25 minutes) I opened with sixteen pieces and six
Coehorn mortars, posted in front of and to the right and left of the
Shelton house. The fire I kept up about half an hour, when I re-
ceived orders from the major-general commanding to cease firing.
No reply was made by the enemy. Owing to the darkness the effect
of the firing could nqt be observed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. TIDBALL,
Colonel, Commanding Artillery.

ARMORY SQUARE HospiTAL,
Washington, D. C., May 30, 1864.
Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that on the morning of
the 12th in your famous charge with the Second Corps, while in com-
mand of the Nineteenth Maine, I captured the flag of the Thirty-
third Virginia Regiment. I was wounded some three hours after-
ward. Inow havethe flagin my possession. I wasintending tosend
it to the Governor of our State; Ii)ut will dispose of it otherwise if
you direct. Ihavereported the capture of the flag to Captain Banes,
assistant adjutant-general of our brigade, but learning that you were
making inquiries for the flag of the Thirty-third Virginia, I hope
you will pardon me for taking this method of informing you. -

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. WELCH,
Major Nineteenth Maine Volunteers.

[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
June 7, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded.

The adjutant-general is respectfully requested to send to Major
Welch for the flag he admits he has in his possession. Reiterated
orders have been issued from these headquarters directing that all
flags taken from the enemy be sent in, that they may be forwarded
to the War Department, as required by the regulations; and the dis-
regard of these ordersby officers I consider exceedingly reprehensible.

GEO. G. KIEADE,
Major-Qeneral, Commanding.

Hpgrs. FirsT D1visioN, SECOND ARMY CORPS,

May 30, 1864—9 p. m.
Lieut. Col. F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Corps: .
COLONEL: At 7.20 p. m. to-day I received orders to attack the
enemy, for the {mrpose of relieving General Warren. The attack
was ordered to be made upon the most suitable point. I attacked
at once with Brooke’s brigade at the nearest point, in order to make
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the diversion as prompt as possible. At about 8 p. m. received
orders to discontinue the attack. At that time Brooke's brigade had
advanced over the creek and to the top of a wooded ridge running
nearly perpendicular to the Cold Harbor road, at a point 1 mile from
the cross-roads. A somewhat heavy fire of the enemy was met
with—described to me by Colonel Brooke as being a line of battle.
I do not believe it to be more than a very heavy skirmish line. In
the darkness we could not see the enemy or any works. By the
light of the fire of our artillery it is reported to me that troops of the
enemy were seen moving to their right during our attack. No artil-
lery was used by the enemy upon our attacking force. I occupy the
crest above named with a strong skirmish ﬁne. connecting with
General Gibbon on my left and General Birney on my right.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

" Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

HeADQUARTERS FIRST DivisioN, SECOND CORPS,

May 30, 1864—10.20 p. m.
Lieut. Col. F. A, WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that in the attack of to-night
Colonel Brooke drove the enemy out of a very strongly intrenched
skirmish line of works. This line is not parallel to the creek, but
oblique, their rifht resting in the swamp near the creek, and their
left running inclined back toward the general line of their works.
No lights are visible from this work in the direction of the enemy,
and no sounds indicating their presence are heard. We can see
farther in the morning,

Respectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division,.

P. S.-—QGeneral Gibbon is not sufficiently advanced to connect with
the left of our present skirmish line. I ask that he may do so. I
send up 1 officer and 1 man, prisoners. They say the line from which
they came is not intrenched.

: F. C. B.

HrEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
_ May 30, 1864—8.45 p. m,
[General HANcCoOCK :]

GENERAL : The result of my attack, which was made at a very
late hour this afternoon, was simply to advance the right of my
skirmish line, well supported, to the foot of the bluffs on the other
side of the stream, the tops of which were occupied by the enemy in
rifle-pits ; not, however, in very strong force. The left of my picket-
line, supported by a brigade, has swung around toward the right and
moved up toward the right, for a time disconnecting itseff from
General Burnside’s right, which, I am informed, did not advance. I
have directed the connection to be re-established.

Respectfully,
JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-Qeneral of Volunteers, Comdg. Division.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION,

‘ May 30, 1864.
Maj. J. M. NORVELL,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division :

Sir: In answer to a note just received from you, I have the honor
to state that the creek in my front is from 2 to 3 feet in depth, and
from 12 to 15 feet in width. There appears to be no obstructions on
the other side of the creek. I can advance my skirmish line without
much difficulty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSHUA T. OWEN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

'

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—8 p. m.
Goneral BIRNEY :

General Barlow and General Birney will under no circumstances
withdraw the brigade in support of the artillery at the Shelton house
without orders from these headquarters. A strong skirmish line
should be thrown out well to the front and around the flanks all
night, and the originalline of battle, sufficient tosupport the advanced
brigades, should be kept up in connection wit% any subsequent
operations.

By order of Major-General Hancock :

F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

P. 8.—The safety of the guns as far as the right of the road is
concerned is intrusted to General Birney and on the left of the road

to General Barlow.
F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Hpgrs. THIRD D1visioN, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—9 p. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

SIR : Immediately upon receipt of order to attack, I sent a staff
officer to General Mott, ordering his brigade on my right to attack
without delay. I advanced theartillery with my division to suitable
positions, and ordered my Second Brigade to be in readiness to sup-

rt Mott’s. I received the order after 7 o’clock, and before General

ott commenced the attack I received an order from Lieutenant-
Colonel Morgan to suspend operations. I have called upon General
Mott for an explanation of the delay on part of his brigade, which
should have been in readiness, as it was within a few hundred yards -
of enemy’s works and in line of battle, to have obeyed the order
instantly. I will forward his explanation. ’

I am, your obedient servant,
D. B. BIRNEY,
Major-General.

My picket-line is being pushed out in front of new line.
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HbqQrs. 3p BRrIG., 3D DI1v., SECOND ArRMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864,
Maj. F. BIrNEY,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Second Corps:

MAJOR : In accordance with instructions from headquarters Third
Division, I have the honor to report that at 7.25 this p. m. I received
orders to attack the enemy without delay. I immediately ordered
my pickets to advance, which was promptly done, and prepared the
brigade for an attack. Three regiments of my right advanced some
200 yards, the other about 100 yards, when the order to attack was
countermanded. When the order to attack was received the brigade
was lying in the woods screened from the enemy, with the intention
of taking a position or advance at dusk. The position is now taken
and the rifle-pits being built. It was impracticable to do it befors,
as the command woulg have been exposed to the fire from the enemy’s
works. My pickets are now advanced and the connection on the
right and left are perfected.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. MOTT,
Brigadier-General.

HeADQUARTERS Fi1rrH CoRPS,
May 30, 1864—4.50 a. m.

General BURNSIDE :
I am directed to take position on your left. Will you please let
me know when you are in position ? '
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General of Volunteers.

BURNSIDE'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 30, 1864,
General WARREN:

Your dispatch received. I have just returned from the front and
find that General Hancock is posting his command on or near the
Hanover Court-House and Cold Harbor road, with two divisions
east of the old Richmond road and one west. I mean the road that
leads from Harrig’ [Haw’s] Shop to Atlee’s. I am to take position
on his left, but I do not know yet where my left will be. My troops
have started, and the position i8 being laid out by Major Morton.,

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—5 a. m.
General BURNSIDE:

It is my wish that your troops might take up the position occupied
by General Griffin, and allow of his being moved farther to the left.
So far only one brigade has been thus relieved bX General Crittenden.
General Griffin may have covered more ground than General Crit-
tenden thinks he can take, but as no enemy was found within a mile

[
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of that front at dark, it is believed to be not particularly threatened.
There is skirmishing to the left of General Griffin this morning, and
it has been going on all night. It is held by the Pennsylvania Re-
serves, who have to be relieved to-day on account of the expiration
of their term of service. In order that I may keep up connection
with you without having my line broken, I renew my request to re-
lieve General Griffin, or at least one more of his brigades.

Respectfully, G. K. WARREN
Major-General of Volunfeers.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—6.30 &. m.
General HUMPHREYS :

I was compelled to put a brigade at Linney’s corner across the
Totopotomoy last evening to guard Griffin’s rear. Could not Sheri-
dan picket the road from Linney’s to the head waters-of the Matade-
quin beyond Gibson’s and Gilman’s place? * He is now picketing the
road to Old Church and beyond.

&, K. WARREN,

Major-Qeneral.

May 30, 1864—7 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

Last evening I understood the cavalry were to cover my left flank,
but just as General Griffin had reached his farthest advance, Gen-
eral Greggg sent me word that his pickets on my left were withdrawn.
I supposed he meant those thisside of the Totopotomoy Creek. As
infantry were reported moving in that direction I sent a brigade
down to the bridge, and pushed skirmishers out to Linney’s. The
bridge was torn up by our cavalry, and the nearest pickets of cavalry
were about at Mrs. Pate’s. My left flank of skirmishers at the time
was about at Gibson’s and Shelton’s.

G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TRE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—7 a. m.,
Major-General WARREN :
General Sheridan’s instructions cover your request.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

May 30, 1864—8 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

A deserter, a boy of fifteen, from the Thirty-first Virginia, Pegram’s
brigade, of Ewell’s corps. has come in. He says his brigade moved
out to support their cavalry yesterday, and he fell out. e is a mere
boy, and says he has been in the guard-house nearly all the time.
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Ewell’s corps yesterday, he says, were in line of battle about 3 or 4
miles southwest from here. e does not know if they are there this
morning, but as he came along he saw their pickets about one-fourth
of a mile from ours. I make out from his statement that Ewell is
on the right of their army, and that Griffin struck cavalry, which
they sent infantry to support. General Griffin reports that the
enemy are not there now. I have directed him to reconnoiter with

a brigade until he finds them.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,

P. S.—The deserter says he was told that General Lee was sick,
and that General Ewell was in command. R

P. S.—I am keeping my troops in hand and waiting developments
before taking up any position. I think the lines of Generals Han-
cock and Burnside will swing around so as to face southwest and
throw me all south of the Totopotomoy, and if I move on to the
north of it we will get mixed up. General Burnside will inform me
when his left is in fposit;ion. In the mean time I am reconnoitering
in my front and left.

G. K. W,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomac,
May 30, 1864—8.30 a. m.
Major-General WARREN : . :

Your dispatch b({ Captain Jay received. Whatever information
General Burnside develops and sends here will be sent to you as soon
as received, and your connection with him will be expected.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Magor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—8.45 a. m.
General WARREN:
The commanding Feneral wishes to know what the artillery firing
1

was this morning a little after 7 o’clock.
' A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

{Indorsement.]

I don’t know. I believe it was in front of Hancock.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HeEADQUARTERS FirrH ArMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—9 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS :
Having learned the left of the Second Corps reaches to the Toto-
potomoy, I have ordered all of my corps south of that stream to
make room for General Burnside. I should move south till I struck

22 B R—VOL XXXVI, PT III
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the road from Linney’s running southwesterly, instead of the one
General Griffin’s advance is on. It is easy to come over from one to

the other.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

My headquarters will be at this, Via's, about 2 miles south™ of
Norman’s.
G. K W,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAGC,
. May 30, 1864—10.15 a. m.
General WARREN:
1 understand from your dispatch of 9 a. m. that. you would move
out the road running southwest from Linney’s so as to leave room
for Burnside, and without waiting for instructions to that effect
from these headquarters. The commanding general approved the
course you mentioned. Let me know if I am right in my under-

standing of the matter. :
A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, |,
May 30, 1864—10.30 a. m,

Major-General WARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps:

I send you copy of a dispatch* just received from General Han-
cock. The commanding general directs that you do not get far off
to the left before connecting with General Burnside, so that you
may be supported by him should you require it. Isend you also
copy of a isgatchf from General Burnside. The commanding gen-
eral directs that you aid Geeneral Burnside in opening a road between
him and yourself, so as to connect.

A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-Qeneral and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS F1rTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—11 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

Your dispatch just recvived. I have already sent word to General
Griffin to make a good connection on his right before advancing
farther, I think he must be already well on the flank of the force
in front of General Hancock. My whole corps is in supporting dis-
tance. If the enemy is strongly intrenched anywhere on my front I
will report it at once. I send you a sketch of position.} I would
like you to send it back by your next messenger.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

P. 8.—The enemy’s cavalry annoy me on the road from Linney’s

southwest,
G. K. WARREN.

~ *8ee Ha.nco_ck to Humphreys, 9.40 a. m., p. 826.
1%«2 IfSurn‘silde t;l) I:}qumphreys.blo.lo a. l:n., p. 856. ° - d of
ot found with this paper; but see sketch accompanyi arrens dispatch
9,80 p. m., June 4, p. 670‘: - . panying

L
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—11.12 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

Your dispatch of 10.15 just received. When I wrote you at 9
a. m. Major Morton was at my crossing of the Totopotomoy, goin
to the south of it, and I was told General Hancock’s left extend
to the stream. This must have been all changed, as he did not come
over. I did not extend south on the other road. I have officers out
now looking for the left of Burnside or Hancock. The picket-firing
is well on my right. I have ceased to advance, and am pushing to
the right again to feel and learn the country.

é. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FirtH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—12 m.
General HUMPHREYS :
General Griffin’s skirmishers connect with General Burnside's, and
I have given directions to press back the enemy’s skirmishers. We
have taken 3 prisoners from Rodes’ division, Ewell’s corps, who say
that his whole corps is intrenclied about half or three-quarters of a
mile on Griffin's front, which bring them nearly at Shady Grove. I
have seen Colonel Forsyth, of General Sheridan’s staff, and informed
him of the position of my left.
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS F1rTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—1 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

I have no recent reports from my front. There have been a fow
cannon-shots recently. 1 think they were mine. One of the pris-
oners says it is Ewell that is sick, and in Richmond. He had heard
it was Lee, but did not think that was so. At any rate Early is in
command of the corps. The prisoners are North Carolinians, and 1

have sent them up.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

GENERAL WARREN’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 30, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Brigadier-General RawLins, Chief of Staff:

General Warren’s skirmishers are still advancing. He is in ad-
vance of the troops on his right. He has taken some more prison-
ers of Ewell’s corps. They report earth-works about three-fourths
of a mile from Griffin’s line.

O. E. BABCOCK,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

MAY 30, 1864—2.10 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS :
There seems to be some mistake about the cavalry covering my
left, General Crawford just sends me word that he has sent a bri-
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gade over to that road to clear the enemy’s cavalry awaK. If Gen-
cral Burnside comes south of the Totopotomoy, I should have
abundant force to take possession of that road myself. General
Sheridan’s cavalry is I believe lying in the vicinity of New Castle
Ferry. :
y Respectfully,
G&. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—2.30 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS :

I have learned from my officers that the left of the Second Corps
does reach the Totopotomoy, and that a division of the Ninth Corps
is about to cross to the south side in that vicinity. 'We have taken
¢ more prisoners from Rodes’ division. The cavalry now connect
down the road from Linney’s to Mechanicsville. Theartillery firing
here is mine. No line of battle has yet been encountered; I am
roing out to the front. Have you any instructions ? My advance

as passed General Burnside’s skirmishers on my right.

Reepectfuly, G. K. WARREN
" Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—2.40 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

I transmitted your dispatch of 2.30 p. m. to General Meade, at
Hancock’s headquarters. If he has any reply to make to you I shall
receive it in ten minutes. I suppose there can be none since your
intended position and the modigcations that changes in Burnside’s
may produce are understood from your previous dispatches.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Cheef of Staff.

HAaNCOCK’S HEADQUARTERS,
May 30, 1864—2.40 [p. m.].
Major-General WARREN :

Your dispatch of 2.30 received. No other instructions than those
given you last night can be given till you disclose the position of
the enemy. Burnside reforts he has one division in position be-
tween you and Griffin, understand, however, only a brigade of
that division was required for this purpose. I send you a copy* of
instructions sent to Burnside, for your information. 1If, on examina-
tion, you think it expedient to attack the enemy you can do so.
Hancock’s front is strongly held by them, and it would not seem

robable that much can be gone here. Such of Burnside’s force not
in the line or wanted to fill any gap you may make can be used to

aid you.
GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General,

*Bee Meade to Burnside, 2:30 p, m,, p. 356.

L
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May 30, 1864—3 p. m.
Major-General MEADE :
General Griffin reports to me that he has struck the enemy’s line
with rifled cannon in position. We have taken about 30 prisoners,
- Rodes’ division, North Carolinians. The orders last night contem-
Elated the cavalry covering my left. They have not done it. 1
ave had to send a large infantry force off of my line of march to
drive away the enemy’s cavalry and support it. My right is in ad-
vance of (General Burnside’s troops there. I think his whole force
should eross over and let me move to the left if I am to go farther,
as I now have to advance on two diverging roads. I do not know
how to communicate with him, except by sending to General Potter.
3. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—4 p. m. (Received 4.15 p. m.)

General MEADE :
The enemy have tiOt in force around my left flank. Any troops
that can be sent to the Via house are desirable.

Respectfully, 6. K. WARREN

~ Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac,
May 30, 1864—4.15 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

I have already communicated to General Sheridan the fact that
the enemy’s cavalry in the Linney, Gilman, &c., road have been
annoying you all day, and that you had been obliged to send a bri-
gade to drive them off while you moved elsewhere. Your dispatch
of 4 p. m. just received. General Burnside reports that he has
crossed his corps on the south side of the Totopotomoy, and has a
large reserve. The telegraph does not communicate with him. I
will send at once to find him, and direct him to send more force at
once to the Via house. You had better communicate with Potter.

. A. A, HUMPHREYS,
. Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FirTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—4.25 p. m.
(General MEADE:
We have formed a division to meet the advance of the enem

toward my left. Qot artillery in position and order restored. 1f
General Burnside moves. across the stream I will take care of my

own left.
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,

- ’._‘
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[Indorsement.)

Burnside has been directed to furnish Warren assistance. He has
two divisions in reserve.
[G. G. M.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
' May 30, 1864—4.45 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

The major-general commanding directs me to say that you are too
far to the left of General Burnside, who will have too great a space
to occupy and have a strong reserve force. Send a staff officer to
him to mdicate where your right is, and one to show where you wish
the supporting force brought to. General Burnside is ordered by
the major-general commanding to send what troops of his not in
line to support you at once, and to attack the enemy. Two of his
divisions are south of the Totopotomoy ; one north of it. He will
be able to send you a division for support.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Btaff.

May 30, 1864—5.20 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS :

I have already made just such arrangements, or nearly so; as your
dispatch of 4.45 directs. 1 have sent Major Roebling to get the near-
est division of General Burnside to take Griffin’s %ace and let him
move toward my center. If this can be done before dark we will
attack. From the reports I receive I should think the enemy de-
signed attacking me.

Respectflﬁly,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOoMAC,
May 30, 1864—5.40 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

Your dispatch received. Two brigades of Burnside were sent to
you at 5.20. He is ordered to send you all his surplus force. From
the position of the army Burnside is dproba.bly the only source from
which you can be readily re-enforced. If you think the enemy is
in sufficient force to attack you, the commanding general thinks it
would be better to receive his attack rather than attack him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

MAy 30, 1864—6 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS :

The enemy brought up a battery to the neighborhood of Bethesda
Church and opened. I doubt if any of General Burnside’s troops
will be here in time to do anything this evening. Ithink I canhold
my own, if not attacked in very great force.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—6.20 p. m.
Major-General WARREN : .

The commanding general directs me to inform you that General
Burnside reports that he has connected with you twice to-day, and
each time you have moved off your right without notice to him. The
commanding general desires you to keep the commander of the corps
with which your flank connects advised of your intention to change
gosition so thatthe connections may be continued. The two brigades

rom General Burnside are reported by the staff officer to have left
him at 4.50 and not 5.20 to join you.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864,
General WARREN :
I am ordered to send you re-enforcements.” Where shall I send
them ? If Griffin would fall back and connect with our left, would

you not be all right ?
A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

May 30, 1864—6.15 p. m.
General BURNSIDE :

I wish you would send a force to take General Griffin’s place, and
let him move to my left, or send re-enforcements to my line about
the point where the enemy’s battery now is firing. I am not pressed
now, but support to be of any use must come soon. I have sent an
officer to your left to find Iyou or any division commander thers,
with an order from General Meade for re-enforcements from you,
with which he wishes us to attack the enemy.

d’. K. WARREN,

Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—6.30 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:

. I am in the midst of an attack by the enemy and holding my own;
it comes from the road on my left.
Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,
Major-GQeneral.

fIndorsement.}

Hancock and Burnside ordered to attack. Wright previously
ordered to push close and [if practicable] to attack. G G M
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HEADQUARTERS FirrH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864—6.50 p. m.
(General HUMPHREYS :
I have not been in communication with General Buruside to-day
till lately, as I was moving forward under common orders to him

and me. With a connection once established, I think if we moved -

forward the line connecting should have done so without further
notice. I did not intend to stop at all, except the enemy made me.

Respectfully, G. K. WARREN
"7 Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—7.30 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

" The commanding general desires to know the result of the attack

upon you.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Qeneral and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,

. May 30, 1864—7.30 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS :
It has all quieted down with the repulse of the enemy. I have

ordered a strong line of skirmishers to push out.

Respectfully, o K WARREN.
o quor—Gen,eral.

MAY 30, 1864—7.30 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS :
‘We are picking up a good many prisoners, and the rebel dead are
reported numerous.
Respectfully, -
G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

P. 8.—Reports say the enemy moved off to our left.
G. K. W,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864—7.45 p. m.
Major-General WARREN :

The major-general commandin% directs me to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your dispatch respecting the connection with General Burn-
side, .‘mX to say that your orders required connection to be made
with General Burnside before moving forward, and to be maintained
during that movemen