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PART III.-VOL. XXXVI.

CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RET'TR"N~R"EI.AT1NO
TO OPERATIONS IN SOUTHEAST VIRGINIA AND NORTH
CAROLINA, FROM MAY 20,1864, TO JUNE 12, 18G4.•

UNION CORRESPONDENCE. ETC.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
In the Field, Ma.y 20, 1864-8.50 a. m. (Received 4 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

The attempt to turn our right last o.eni.ng w~ by Ewell's corps
wholly. They were promptly repulsed by BIrney sand Tylor's divIs
ions and some of Warran's troops that were on the extremo right.
About 300 prisoners feU into our hands, besides many killed awl
wounded. Our 1088 foots up little over GOO wounded and ahout 150
killed and missing. This is as near an accurate report as can he
given at this time. Probably the killed and mis.'fing is overstated.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIII:8 OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 20, 1864-7.30 p. m. (Received 12 p. m.)

Major-General HALLECK:

Our casualties for Y!*'teroaY' foot up 19G lFilled, 1,000 wounded, and
249 missing. We buned nearly an equal number of rebel dead be
sides what they buried or carri~ off, and retain 472 prisoners o;clu
. i of wounded. Send all new cavalry equipped as infantry, and
mount terans on th ir horses.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-Geneml.

NE R SPOTSYLVANIA COURT-HoU8E, May 20, 18G4.
jor-G neTal RAL,LECK,

Wash'mgton, D. C.:
In r gard to the operations it is bett~l' fol' General Hunter to en

e in, with the disposable force n.t Jus command, I am a little in
ubt. It is evident that he can 11l0V(' Routh, covering the road ho

h to guard, with a larger forc than he can spare to be removed to
-r, -nforce armi s 1 ewher. Then, too, under the instructions of

ner 1 igel, Crook was to get through to the Virginia and Ten-
ee Railr ad cut ew Rivor hri!lgo, and movo enstwlml to

Dchburg, if he could' if not, to Finc< tle, StmJllf,oTl, and down
- .- --- - . - -

*F r orr pondence, &c. from May 1 to fay 19, 1864, _ Part II.
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4 OPERATIONS IN BE. V~. AND N. C. [CHAp. XLVIn.

the Shenandoah Valley. Sigel was to collect what force· he could
spare from the railroad, and move np the valley with a supply train
to meet him. The enemy are evidently relying for supphes greatly
on such as are brought over the branch road running through Staun
ton. On the whole, therefore, I think it would be better for General
Hunter to move in that direction; reach Staunton and Gordonsville,
or Charlottesville, if he does not meet too much opposition. If he
can hold at b.aya force equal to his own, he will be doing good
service.

In a letter to the Secretary of War, written about one week ago,
I recommended Generals Sherman and Meade for promotion to
major-generals in the Regular Army, and Hancock for brigadier.
I wish you would urge this again. The Secretary replied that there
was but one vacancy for major-generaL I think this must be a mis
take. I wasappointed before General Wool was retired, or at lea.st Was
notified of the fact thatan original vacancy existed before his retire
ment. General Wright is one of the most meritorious officers in the
service, and with opportunity will demonstrate his fitness for any
position; but at present I doubt whether Sheridan has not most en
titled himself to the other vacant brigadier-generalcy. This, how
ever, I would leave open for a time.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

. WASHINGTON, May 20, 18L4-2 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

Spotsylvania Court-House, Ya.:
There are 3,000 wounded men in Fredericksburg, who cannot be

removed except by water transportation. General Meigs will send
transports to-dav to ascend th~ RapP&hannock to· morrow for that
purfose. The south bank of the river above Port Royal should be
hel( by our cavalry, in order to enable the transports to pass up.
Supplies of forage will accompany the fleet. Large amounts of prop
erty have been sent to Fredericksburg. If tha~ place is to be aban
doned this property should first be removed. Moreover, the repair
of the AqUla Creek Railroad should cease. The navigation of the •
Rappahannock above Port Royal is difficult, and will cease when .
the river falls. .

H. W. HALLECK, .
Major-General and Chief of Stoff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20,1864-5.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
GENERAL: Birney reports the enemy having disappeared from his

front of last night. He !.las followed them down to the river at the
deserted house, taking several prisoners from their stragglers, and
8011 f'eem to indie-ate the presence of Ewell's corps yesterday, and their
w~thdrawal.inthe night to their intrenchments: I propose now to
WIthdraw BIrney and Tyler and leave Russell WIth 'Varren's people'
to keep watch against the return of the enemy.

Yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARIIY 011' THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
GENERAL: I have sent directions to General Wri~ht to prepare

himself to hold the right flank of the army with hIS corps on the
withdrawal of Warren. I have also directed two enf'noor officers to
report to him to assist him in laying out his lines. think it would
be well if you should send either Comstock ur Babcock to consult
and advise with him. He is now rather advanced from the river to
throw back his right flank, hold to the river, and have any force to
hold the Anderson house, but this will depend greatly on the nature
of the ground. Over 470 prisoners have reached the provost-mar
shal-general from the Second Corps. Warren says Crawford picked
uJ> a numoor. As soOn as they come in and I get returns of casual
tu~ ordered, I will report.

Respectfully, yours,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERB ARMY 011' THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-5.30 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
Commanding:

GENERAL: General Ingalls has advices from the gun-boats an
nouncing the Rapp~hannockRiver froo from all obstructions up to
Fredericksburg. This will enable steamers to take away all our
wounded, and secures Port Royal for a base in case it should be re
quired.
_. Respectfully,

HEADQU ARTERS ARMY OJ!' THE POTOMAC,
PROVOBT-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT,

May 20, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Siaff:
GENERAL: During the day yesterday, and before the afternoon

attack, 6 pri oners were sent from Captain Rider, Fifth Corps.
Thev had been captured one, two, or throo days previously. The
whol number of prisoners (inc~uding 3 commi.sslO!led 0~cer8) re
c ived last evening was 45, sent m by Colonel Kltehmg, SIxth New

ork Heavy rtillery. They were from all brigades of Ewell's
orps xce~tDoles', Hays', and Pegram's, and 40 of them were from

Rodes' diVISion. One was received from General Warren from A.
P. Hill's corr>s. Captain Leslie of this department was on his way
from Fredel'lck burD' during the alarm at the commen~eIl'~ntof the
Attack, and meeting 9 prisoners h~ sent th.em to th!3 mam guard near
Fred ricksbm:g. We have. l'eCelVe~ thIS mornl1~g from Gener~l
Birney 360 prlsoner , fully representmg all the brIgades of Ewell a
.corp , including 4 commissioned officers.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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SUMMARY.
Received vesterdaya. m ,.............. 6.
Received. from Colonel Kitching. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. 4.'i
Received frum l<lfth COrpe.................................................. 1
~nt to Fredericksburg ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Received from General Birney '" 360
One commissioned officer and 1 private receiVed this a. m. from Fifth COrpe.. 2
Additional received from General Birney. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

432

GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF- THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-8 a. m.

The major-general commanding desires to rotpress his satisfaction
with the good conduct of Tyler's division and Kitching's brigade of
heavy artillery in the affair of yesterday evening. The gallant
manner in whICh these commands (the greater portion being for tlJe
first time under fire) met and checked the persistent attack of a
corps of the enemy led by one of his ablest generals, justifies the
commanding general in this special commendation of troops who
henceforward will be relied upon as were the tried veterans of the
Second and Fifth Corps at the same time engaged.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assista'nt Adjutant-General.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF 'mE POTOMAC,
No. 140. May 20, 1864.

* * * * * * *
3. The wounded now with this army will at once be sent to Fred-

ericksburg under the general direction of the chief quartermaster
and medical director. Corps commanders will furnish such medical
officers, attendants, and supplies as may be required by their medi
cal directors for the wounded.

By command of Major-General Meade:

HEADQUART£RS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 18H4.

Major-General WARREN:
The supply and other trains of the army will move to-morrow

from FrederICksburg to Guiney's Station.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
(Same to Hancock and Wright.)

ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864.

Col. F. MCGILVERY, C01ndg. Arnmtlwition Park:
COLONEL: The number of guns in this army for which ammuni·

tion is to be transported was follows: Eighty-eight light 12-pound.

'.;~ -,"-."
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eI1l, sixteen Parrotts, one hundred and two 3-inch. For them 20
rounds each are to be carried in the wagons of the artillory park.
The number of wagons for the ammunition train proper is, therefore,
sixteen for light 12-pounders, seventeen for rifles, which should he
loaded, 112 rounds of light 12-pounder, 140 of rifle, per wagon. Two
wagons are allowed in addition for primers, fuses, &c. Ei~htwagonli
for the mortar battery. Of these forty-three wagons nme wagonH
are allowed for transport of forage. The wagons for the abov~8tated

purposes now with the artillery park, over and above the allowance,
will be turned over to the quartermaster's department.

If there is more ammunition than above stated now in the train
the excess will be stored in a safe place in Fredericksburg, if a room
for the purpose can be {>rocured, and issued from time to time as the
batteries make requisitton for it. If you leave Fredericksburg be
fore it is all issued, it will be turned over to the quartermaster's de
partment for transport to Belle Plain, UJl1ess there is an ordnance
officer at Fredericksburg to take charge of it, in which~ it will be
turned over to him. You will proceed at Ollce to organize your com
mand for the field, as you may receive orders at any hour to move,
and report your readiness to the chief of artillery.
. By command of General Hunt:

JNO. N. CRAIG,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMy OF THE POTOMAC,
May 2'(), 1864-10 p. m.

Capt. D. R. RANSOM, .
Commanding Second Brigade HOTse ArtiUery:

CAPTAIN: You will rep<>rt with 'your brigade to Lieutenant-Col
onel Gould, commanding dUlmounted cavalry at Fredericksburg, and
move with him until further orders.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. HUNT,

Brigadie1'-General and Chief of ArtiUery.

HENRY J. HUNT,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artiller'lj.

ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAO,
. May 20, 1864-10 p. m.

CoL F. MCGILVERY, C(Y11l,dg. Ammunition Park:
COLO~gL: You will move with the train which has orders to move

to-night, picking up the battalion of Fifteenth New York Artillery
which is at ~e cross-roads, and which has orders to joiuloU as your
guard and part of :Y,0ur command. You will remain an move with
the main train until further orders, reporting from time to time, as
opportunity offers, your locality and condition.

Respectfully, &c.,

Major
The

your tr

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
J-fa'lj 20, 1864-9.30 a. m.

neral HANCOCK Comdg. Second Corps: .
mmanding general directs me to say that some portion of

op . have been passing back to the position of yesterday along .

--------~-- -
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the edge of the field in view of the en6lllY. They should be directed
to pass through the woods to the rear of these headquarters, out of
view of the enemy.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

:1.
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

May 20, 1864-1 p. m. (Received 2.30 p. m.)
Major-General HANCOCK:

The orders given you yesterday will be repeated to-night. You
will start at such time as, in your judgment, will best secure the
object of the expedition. Please communicate this briefly to Briga
dier-General Torbert.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
I expect you will find opposition to your crossing of the Matta-.

pony-probably batteries and a small force. Keep your pontoon
train near you and endeavor to throw a bridge as BOOn as possible, at
some point where you can command the crossing. .

GEO. G. MEADE,
MaJor- General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 20, 1864-~.52 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
My command moves at 11 p. m. I shall move as fast as the cav

alry can push on before daylight and as rapidly aM possible after. I
propose to destroy Guiney's, Downer's, and Burke's Bridges. These
points will be so far in my rear, I ought not to leave any force to
watch them after my column passes, though it ought perhaps to be
done. .

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-9 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
I see no occasion for the destruction of the bridges proJ>Ol:led by

you. They will be wanted for communication and for other columns.
Unless the enemy attack us to-morrow, you will be followed on
your right flank, early in the day, by Warren, who will move on the
Telegraph road. Perhaps I do not understand the bridges referred
to. Do you mean those you will cross, and are these bridges on
roads to your right flank leading into the one you move OIl? Even
then, they will be needed to keep up communication with Warren,
in case he succeeds in crossing the Po.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-Gener&.

".;.of i I
.1
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS.
May 20. 1864-9.40 p. m.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK.
Major-General.

General MEADE:

I shall not destroy the bridges, since I learn that General Warran
is to move on the Telegraph road. When I sent my dis.P"tch I was
nnder the impre8tlion that my right flank would be entirely uncov
ered. I did not know of General Warnm's movement.

WINF·D S. HANCOCK.
Major-Ge,wml.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS.
Jfay to. ISla.

General WILLIAJl8. Assi.nant Adjutant-General:
GENERAL: I will send the ratum of casualties as soon as possible.

As to the corps moving in front. I gave specific and positive inst.ruc
tions this morning that General Birney should move his troops
to their camps in rear of the woods. At daylight I found a bri
~ade marching in front of the woods. I sent a staff officer at once
to correct it, but. a fog intervening, it caused no difficulty to the
last brigade that came in. I will have their camps struck and the
troops marched back around to their present position in a way
that cannot be seen. I have called upon General Birney for an ex
planation. Already ·U2 prisoners have been turned over to the
provost-marshal-general.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 20. 186-1.

Brig. Gen. B. WILLIAllS. .
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the following field returns
of this command for the 20th instant:

Pre8en& for dutT. GaIn "'DOll u-aIDce
April ao. Aprilal.

II J j Remarlla.

I i ~ i" 0------c-- --- --
5:~uartenI... • 1M 181 ........ ...... • ........

BaU.a1ion ...• n 386 life ....i84. ...... ... 'n' ........
BrIgade ..... M 1, ll84 .,OM Third Batt&lloo joIDed.

",. irIldoD .•.•....• lIlllI 4, !lOt 4,'lM ,.i;88il' 431 a,lIlIll 416
llecoad Dh1IdoD•••.••• 811 5,881 0,_ 168 3,117 M IIlltb WIlooon8tn. llllUt

~182d). IMth. ltlCth.
'iIlth New York Beg-

lInl 1,641 3,MO ..- !mente joJDed.
'I'!Iird Dlftllloa .••.•••• 0,11111 ...... 1,0!l0
J'ounb DtriBIoD. "•...• 10 a,e 0,__

7,m ll8lI "4;.' .folDed KaT 18-
Db-.- (1Il&e Fourth). OoD80lIda te d with

ThIrd D1'fia1oa.
"--I-----

Total............ I,M l!I,a 1ll,1. 18,7'lI7 ll8lI 12,148 0,8M

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

MaJor-General 0/ Volunteera, Commanding.
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
Ma.y 20, 1864.

No trains eontaining supplies, baggage, or ammunition will be
brought to the front from the main supply train without authority
from these headquarters. Whenever issues are nece.."lsary the
wagons will be brought up under the directi<1ll of the chief quartet'
master, and in a consolidated shape. Sufficient care is not taken to
secnre the position of our troops and the trains accompanying them
from the observation of the enemy's signal station. Advantage
should always be taken of the screen afforded by a belt of woods.
"\Vhen this cannot be had, the troops should be dISpOSed under the
cover of a ridge if ;practicable, and the men prevented from strag-
gling up into the VIeW of the enemy. .'

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

A88istant AdJutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] . HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-5 p. m.

The command will move to-night as follows: First Division at
11 p. m. by way of Anderson's Mill and Massaponax Church. A
staff officer from these hfladquarters will conduct the column. Sec
ond Division will follow the First. The Fourth Division will move
by the cross-road from the Gate to the Massaponax road, by Ab
bott's, and enter the Massaponax road immediately after the Sec
ond Division. A staff officer will conduct this column. The Third
Division will move immediately after the Fourth, leaving one bri
gade as rear guard. The commandant of artillj:lry will assign two
batteries to each division. The remaining batteries and caissons
will move between the Third and. Fourth Divisions. Each divis
ion will be followed by ten ambulances and one medical wagon,
and ammunition-wagons sufficient for 10 extra rounds per man (be
sides the 50 rounds on the person) and one wagon load of intrenching
tools. One-half of the ammunition, medical wagons, and ambu
lances will bo sent to the general train under charge of Captain
McEntee, assistant quartermaster. The bridge train proper will
move at dark to Massaponax Church. From this point it will fol
low the Reserve Artillery train. All other vehicles permitted to
move with the troops will be assombled and will move in rear of
the Third Division, under charge of Colonel Batchelder, chief quar
termaster. The commandant of the rear guard will place a part of
his command on each flank of this train. Commanders will take
every precaution to keep the column closed, leaving staff officers at
ditlicult places on the road to see that the men keep well closed and
in the ranks. It is of the first importance that the command be
kC}Jt compact and in hand. All stragglers will be likel~to fall into
tho hands of the enemy. The cavalry under General Torbert will
move at 11 p. m. by way of Guiney's Station, pushing on ,as far as
practicable toward Bowling Green and picketing all roads intersec
till~ the main route.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HBADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS.
May 20, J8li4-10.20 a. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to Ray that
he gave this mornin~specific instructions that your troops should bo
brought back to theU" camps by marching in rear of the woods, out
of sight. At daylight it was observed that General Mutt's brigade
was passing in front of the woods. A staff officer was at once sent
{rom these headquarters to conduct his brigade, but owing to tho
fog it is not supposed that it was seen by the enemy. Another bri
gade or more of your command has come in an hour or so sincR.
passing plainly in sight, in front of the woods. This brt~le mUHt
be at once marched back under the direction of Captain Parker, my
aide-de-camp, to plY>S behind the woods to a point opposite the place
where it now is, 110t to come in sight again to-day. You will please
send a staff officer with this column.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

A,'1si~tant Adjntant-General.

SPBCIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. BIRNEY'S DIV., 2D ARMY CORPS,
No. -. f :AIay 20, 1864-.

I. The Fourth Maine Volnnteers, Col. E. Walker, is hereby tem
porarilr assigned to duty with the Third Brigade of this division.
Colone Walker will report at once to Brigadier-Gcneral Mutt, com
manding brigade.

By command of Major-General Birney:
F. BIRNEY,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-Gemral.

General MEADE:
Following dispatch just received :

FIFTH CORPS,
May 20, 1864-5.30 a.. m.

HEADQU ABTElIS THIRD DIvISION, FIFTH CoRPS,
May 20, 1864-4.30 a. m.

I have advanced my lines to attack the enemy. He has retin-dd~ the night.
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS .ARMy OF THE POTOMAC,
:Afay 20, 1864-5.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The enemy having withdrawn across the river and to their in

trenchment-s, as reported by. General Birney, I shall withdraw Bi:
M1 a~d Tyl~r, of the SOOQnd Carpal and leave the defense of thlS



12 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. O. ' '(CluJ>. XLVDI.

flank to your command and that of General Russell, whom you will
accordingly post 80 as to be apprised of any such movement as was
made yesterday. .

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-6.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth CorpS:

Respecting dispatch as to the wagons that should accompany the
troops, there is no change in the original order requiring one-half
the ammunition-wagons, one-half the intrenching tools, transporta
tion for five days' forage, &c., to accompany the troops.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-8.20 0.. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Army Corps:

Burnside and Wright are ordered to push forward their pickets
and feel the enemy. The re-enforcements sent to our right on this
side the Ny from the Sixth Coq>s are to be retained there. The
commanding general desires to know what disposition you have
made of them and of your own troops on that flank:. Major Forsyth,
commanding cavalry detachment there, should co-operate with you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.

General MEADE:
I have sent Major Roebling, who was present in all yesterday's'

engagement, to assist General Russell in relieving General Birney
and General Tyler. General Crawford has been instructed to push

, ahead his skirmish line till the enemy is felt. Major Forsyth I in
structed to \,atrol the road to Fredericksburg and watch all roads
leading into It from the west. .

G. K. WARRE~,
MaJor- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-9.150.. m.

Major-General MEADE:
Major Roebling has just returned. He says our skirmishers ad

vanced for more than a mile, picking up many of the rebel strag
glers. All the rebels are back this side of the river. .

. G. K. WARREN,
Major- Ge7lfYT'O.l,
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chkf oj Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOHAC,
May 20, 1864-10.20 a. m.

CoMMANDINO Oll'll'ICER FIP'TH CORPS:
Have you any prisoners not yet sent here, taken la.st night or this

morning? If 80
i

how many, and wht'n will they be here 1 Forward
them immediate y.

(Same to General Wright.)

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-10.50 a. m.

Major-General HUHPHREY8 :
General Crawford has not sent in any prisoners to these head

quarters. I know a number were.taken, and if they have not been
forwarded direct to you I will send them forward at Ollce.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARHY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-6.30 p. m.

Major-General W AHREN:
Have the prisoners captured by General Crawford's command

this morning been sent in yet? How many prisoners were captured
by General Crawford?

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

NEAR SPOTSYLVANIA COURT-HOUSE, VA., May 20, 1864.
General 8. WILLlAJl8:

All the prisoners taken by us have been sent to General Patrick.
The report of casualties is on its way to yon. Our new troops UIl
doubtedly fired into each other yesterday in some instances.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-6.30 p. m.

Major.General WARREN:
The major-general commanding directs that you hold your corps

ready to withdraw and follow Hancock to-morrow morning at 10
o'clock, or to follow the enemy should he follow Hancock. General
Wright will take up a new line upon your withdrawal.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-9 p. m.

OPERATIONS IN sE. VA. AND N. O.

Major-General WARREN:
The major-general commanding directs that the utmost vigilance

be observed to-morrow morning from a very early hour, and before
<1ayli&ht, and any movement or stir on the part of the enemy be ra
porteu at once to these headquarters.

A. A. HUMPa:REYS,
Mador-General and Ohief of Staff.

14

HEADQUARTERS A.RHY OF THE" POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-10 p. m.

General WARREN:
In the event of your moving" to-morrow, direct Major Forsyth to

revort to Major-General Wright for orders and instructions.
A.A. HUMPHREYS

Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-10.35 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Where will the trains that are here move to ?

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

authorized to be with the troops, will move

A. A. HUMPHREYS.

HEADQUARTERS ARHY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864.

General WARREN:
The trains that are

with them.
I

G. K. WARREN,
Majo1·-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.

Major-General MEADE:
The 8oryl8ond Brigade behaved. most commendably yesterday and

I believe were the only veteran troops engl.l.ged seriously. Coionol
Dushane was just arriving with the First Maryland veterans, and on
hearing the firing went into action at once without orders from any
one. He lost considerably, and had his own hQrse killed. As thore
have been some unfavorable remarks made about this brigade which
were rather uncaRed for, about which they are sensitive, I wish es
pecially to commend their conduct on yesterday as IL' act of justice
anu for the good of the service.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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HJ;ADQUARTER8 ARMY Oil' TilE POTOHAC,
Jlay :.!CJ, 1864.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral.

Major-General WARREN:

Your dispatch in relation to the behavior of the Marylaud Brigade
yesterday has been received. ·The commanding goneral published
an order this morning, of which a copy has been sent you, in which
he designed to commend the good conduct of all the troops engag('(l
in the affair of last evening. He thought, however. that under tho
circumstances he was justified in particularizing the heavy artillery.
Had he known at the time that the Maryland Brigade was conspicu
o,us on t.he occasion, he w~.lUl~ have specially. m.elltionod that com
mand also. He has no obJectIon to your pubhshmg an order, com·
mending in such terms as you may think best, the conduct of the
Maryland Brigade.

MAY 20, 1864.
General eRAWFORD :

Get all the command belonging to this corps well together on tllE\
left and let General Russell's troops take post on your right; a list
of casualties of yesterday is called for without delay. I take it
some time will be allowed t,o make it out, but use all poAAible dis
patch. Orders complimenting the troops for their conduct ypstor
day are sent.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-Gc1wral.

HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RESERVES,
THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,

May 20, 1864.
Capt. A. S. MARVIN, Jr., Assistant Adjutant-General:

· CAPTAIN: I have the honor to £urnish the following statement of
· prisoners captured ill the engagement ofJ'esterday, and since the en
emy have retired: Artillery Brigade, Fifth Army CorpR, Colonel
Kitching commanding-?O prisoners, sent to army headquarters;

'Third Brigade, Second Division, Colonel Bowermali-34 prisoners,
sent to army headquarters; Third Division-12 prisoners, sent to
headquarters Fifth Army Corps. Total, 116 prisoners.

aDJ., captain, v 1'y 1'c pectfully, your obedient, servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Briyculier.General, Commanding Di1.,ision.

HDQR , FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
)[ay 20, 1864.

aptain ARV'IN, Assistant Ad,juJant·General:
Th enemy to all a.ppea.ra.nco are the same as yesterday in my

fr nt. In front of my right the indications are. rather stronger;
th r h b n a good deal of chopping, moving of wa.gons or artil-

• 1 ry ard OUI' righ , hurrahing among the men, &c., during the
• ni ,.ht. y ickets are slowly advancing.

L. CUTLER,
Brigadier-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-8.10 a. m~

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding SW;th Corps:

General Burnside is ordered to push forward his pickets. Major
general commanding directs that you push forward your pickets and
feel the enemy, givin~ your pickets such support as you can without
weakening your mam line. The enemy on the right were driven
back last evening and retired before daylight. We lost some 600 in
killed and wounded; the enemy at least as heavily, and between
200 and 300 ,Prisoners. The force you sent to the support of the right
will be retamed there until further orders.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Maj()r-General and Chief of Slaff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-9.30 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sizth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you make examina
tion' and preparation for holding your position on the right of the
army upon General Warren's corps being withdrawn. This will re
quire you to refuse your fi~ht and to hold Bleak Hill' (Myers') and
probably Anderson's. Engmeers will be sent you immediately to aid
1ll the examinations andpreparations. The withdrawal of Warren
will be in connection with Hancock's movement.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Majo'r-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20,. 1864. (Received 10.40 a. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The only trains from this corps between this and Fredericksburg

are the wagons going for and returning with supplies. Some twenty
five wagons now unloading are to take back wounded of Second
Corps, and are ordered to return by the Massaponax road. The
trains also go from FredAricksburg to Belle Plain for supplies. It
was in reference to all these that the question concerning guards was
asked. If the roads are unsafe guards should be sent by me if not
otherwise provided.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jfay 20, 1864-10.45 a. m.

COMMANDING OFFICER SIXTH CORPS: _
The road to Fredericksburg and that to Belle Plain are deemed

sufficiently safe without escort.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HIXTH CORPS.
May 20, 18ti4-1.1O p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:

Have the engineers who were to he Rent to me started Yet? I hlwe
heard nothing of them. I would like the larg-e ma(l the'v have rnalle
of this locality, as it will aid me much in establisillug' t'he IH'W line.

H. G. \VRIGHT.
~lfljor-GP1tPrn1.

I

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-1.20 p. m.

Major-GE'neral WRIGHT,
Commanding Si.rth Corps:

The engineer officers started immediately after your reqUl'st.
have had a. tracing of the sketch you want sent you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Chip! o! Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
~fllY 20, H!G.j,-5.20 p. m.

Major-General WRIGHT:

The major-general commanding directs that upon the witlllirawal
of Warren you take up the line agreed ufon between you and the
engineers and Colonel Babcock. Genera Burnside is or will btl

directed to take u:p, at the same time the continuance of that line.
General Warren w1l1 be withdrawn about 10 a. m. to-morrow. You
will be prepared also, should the enemy follow Hancock, to with
draw and follow.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chi,,! of 8to.ff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS.
11lay 20, 18lj4--:J..l,'i a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Has any change been made in the movements of Hal1l~o('k? I

should manage m"~ left differently in case he doe8not ~o. Anything
more definite as tothe result of the fight yesterday? Ali quiet along
the line.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
~l(/jor-(Je liemI.

READQUARTERS ARUY OF THE POTOMAC,
~[ay 20, 18ti4-4 a. lli.

Ma.jor-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Hancock is now on our right and is to attack if the enemy i~ still
there. If he is not, I presnme the programme of yestBrday WIll be

2 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Geneml and Chief of Staff.

carried out, unless the day develops somethin~ requiring ~ew ar
rangements. There is nothing further respectmg the fight of yes-
terday. As yet all is quiet. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mqjor-Ge'neml and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
A J!art of General Hancock's [commandl only is on the right, the

remamder remain where they were yesterday.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Mqjor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-6.30 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The enemy is reported to have retired from the right across the

Ny.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 20, 1864-8.20 a. m. (Received 8.25 a. m.)

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Push out a heavy line of skirmishers in connection with General

Wright, to feel for the enemy, and to keop him employed. It is not
designed to attack him behind his intrenchments, but to find out all
that can be learned of his position and nature of his works and the
intervening ground.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
GENERAL: The reconnaissances have already been pushed down

the roads from my position this morning for Ii miles, discovering
no signs of the enemy. The skirmish line will be pushed forward
as you order. It is now forming in conjunction with General
Wright's.

A. E. BURNSIDE.
Major- General.



CIuP. XLVIII.) CORRXl"POYlJENCE, ETC.-IT N lON. 19

HEADQlfARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
.May 20, 1flti4-9 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Were any wagon tra.ins attacked or lost yesterday durmg th(\ at
tack on Tyler? It is reported that one of the Ninth COrpH supply
trains was destroyed or captured. Has General Hancock left Andor
son's Mill crossing yet? Please inform me when he docs.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
~MaJor.General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
.May 20, 18ti4-10 a. In.

Major-G-eneral BI:"RNSIDE:
No trains were ca.ptnred or destroyed yesterday. Some three or

f0l!r wagons belonging to a supply train ?f the Ninth Corps, coming
this way, were blocked, 2 or 3 ammals kIlled, and the wag01l8 tem
porarily disabled; they are believed to be repaired now and 011 their
way to your corps. Hancock has not left Anderson's Mill; I will
let you know when he <Wes.

U. S. GRANT,
Lie II tella11 t- General.

HBADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 20, 1864.

Major-Gener~l BURNSIDE:
On the removal of General Warren from the right, General

-Wright and yourself will take the line marked O~lt to~day by the
engineer officers. Make all the necessary preparatIOnR 111 l\llvanee
for this change.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH CORPS,
May 20, 1804-VIO p. m.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
~IaJor-Geneml.

General GRANT:
General Wright received the telegram in refC\rence to the lino after

Morton saw him, and is now laying out the line dirpct from Myers'
house to Quesenberry's house, and I will conform to his line by ex
tending toward the Po,certainly as far ll.8 tho Ql1csoul>erry house,

nd farther if you wish.

MAY 20, 1864-lJ p. m.
ajor-Gen ral BURNSIDE...

arnmanding Ninth Army Corps:
Extend our line no farther than the Quesenberry house unless it

can be clone with perfect security; of thlS you must be the judge.
By com.mand of Lieutenant-General Grant:

H. PORTER,
Lie1denant-Colonel and Aide-cle-Cmnp.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-1 a. m.

Generals CRITTENDEN, WILLCOX, and POTTER:
From information received from General Warren, it would seem

that the main body of the enemy are moving down their works in
this direction. Whilst I am satisfied that your commands are all
on the alert, it will do nO' harm to send officers out to give additional
instructions to keep a good lookout.

Very respectfully, yours,

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-5.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Army Corps:

COLONEL: The reconnoitering party, under Captain McKibbin,
went as far as the Telegraph road, at a J>oint about 500 yards south
of Smith's Mill, on the Ny. Found the Thirteenth Pennsylvania
Cavalry at Smith's Mill. At English's house, about 2 miles out on
the road to Smith's Mill, found an abandoned caisson with about 40
rounds of ammunition in one of the boxes; having no means of
bringing it off, let it remain there, but did not destroy it, as he
thought we might send for it if the general commanding desired it.
Saw a few rebel cavalry, seemingly vedettes, who scattered to the
south. Found only one road to the south, a wood road, that they
followed but a short distance. The cavalry at Smith's Mill reported
that the enemy's cavalry made a dash at them last night from the di
l'ection of Stanard's Mill. I inclose a rel,lort of a reconnaissance on
the Massaponax Church road, made by LIeutenant-Colonel Mitchell;

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

(Inc)0llIll'8. )

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Spotsylvania Court-House, May 20, 1864.

Brig. Gen. R. B. POTTER,
Comdg. Second Division, Ninth Army Corps ..

GENERAL: In accordance with instructions received from you I
~roceeded with 300 men, detailed for the purpose from the First and
Second Brigades of this division, to make a reconnaissance for-the
distance of about 2 miles beyond our lines, upon the Massaponax
Church road. I made a thorough examination of the country
within about three-quarters of a mile to the right of the line indI
cated, and partially to the left of it, without finding any evidence of
the enemy. The reconnaissance, though extended.about 3 miles
beyond our immediate lino, hardly passed over ground not covered
by our or Second Corps pickets, I found that our picket.-line could be
very much shortened, and at the same time embrace more ground by
being joined to the picket of the Second Corps in a direct line
through the woods to our left, instead of following the road (Massa-

[" IIZI C bvGoogle ....-... ....l_~. _
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R. CHARLTON MITCHELL,
Lieut. Col., Aet.g. Asst. Ins]J. Gen., 2d Dit,., 9th Army {'orp.'l.

llOnaxl as l.ney now do. I took a few men and ex&mined tIl(' country
to the right of the Massaponax road through tIll.' woods, until fl'a.ch
ing some open sand, over which I proceeded until I readwd thl' road
to the right of the Massaponax road, along which Captain McKih
bin's reconnaissance extended. The road at a point about 2 milt'li
from our division line enters an open country from whieh oh8{'J'\'a
tions can readily be made within a circuit of 2 mill's. III this Opt'll
tract of land I conM see the encampment of the Sflcond Corps.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, YOUI' oht',lipnt
servant,

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.

Brigadier-General FER RERO,
Commanding Fourth Division:

GENERAL: By direction of the general commanding I have the
honor to apprise you of his satisfaction at your report* tha.t your
command repulsed the attack of the enemy on the l!Jth instant.
The attack by Ewell's corps was general along the line~ and WIlS

everywhere repulsed.
I have tho honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
LEWIS RICHMOND,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Near Spotsyl-vania Court-House, Va., May 20, 18G4.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Command-ing Fourth Division, Ninth Corps:

GENERAL: Yours of this date just received.t All our troops it is
expected will be moved to the left so as to bring into use the road
near the Fredericksburg and Richmond Railroad. When this takes
place you will move east so as to best cover it. In the mean time I
think your troops had better remain suhstantially as they now are.
It is impossible to give you more cavalry now, but Sheridan is now
in his fourth day from Richmond, and may be looked for to-day or
to-morrow. When he arrives his cavalry will be so disposed as to
materially relieve you.

Your obedient servant,
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-Genera".

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Near Spot.'Jyl-t'ania COliri-House, Va., May 20, 18G4.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: You will make such disposition of your forces to
morrow morning, the 21st instant, as to best eover Fredel'icskburg

.__._--~-
* See Part I, p. 987.
t See Part I, p. 986.
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and the road leadmg from there to Bowling Green. In doing this
take up and maintain a line from Banks' Ford, via Tabernacle
Church 1'01\(1, to the Port Royal road, lett.ing your cavalry pkkets
extend as far as Tabernacle Church. Make your headquarters at or
near Owens', where you will keep concentrated your main force.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

GENERAL ORDERS, ! HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Camp near Baltimore Cross-Road.'l, ra.,

No. 19. May 20, 1864.

The attention of the general commanding has been directed to the
system of marauding and wanton destruction of household furniture,
clothing, &c., through the country just passed over by this com
mand. This is disgraceful, and will tarnish the brilliant success
which has attended the Cavalry Corps Rince the opening of the cam
paign. The necessity of living upon the country and the order to
that effect contemplated that organized parties ill charge of com
mi 'sione 1 officers would be sent out to procure the supplies. Here
after all foraging parties will be so organized. The commissioned
officer in charge WIll be held strictly to a<:'count for the acts of hiB
men.

These details must be authorized when practicable by the division
commanders. Under pressing circumstances the permission of tho
brigade commander will be sufficient. No enlisted man will be
allowed to pass the picket-line without written authority from corps
h a<lquarters. All enlisted men found foraging without proper au
thority will be arrested and their horses turned over to the dismounted
men belonging to their regiments. It is expected that every officer
and soldier in the command will assist in putting down this disgrace
fullicense, so destructive to the discipline and honor of the Cavalry
Corps. .

By command of Major-General Sheridan:
C. KINGSBURY, JR.,

Assistant Adju.tant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 20, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GE ERAL: Can't you send me the 500 cavalry who came out yes
terday? They, I understand, are mostly all old men, and as I have
to leave 1,000 men behind, they will be very necessary, considering
the kind of troops I have, for an expected mght fight.

V ry respectfully,
A. T. A. TORBERT,

Brigadier-Geneml of Volunteers.

[ " 1 IZI C by Coog e
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HDQRS. CAVALRY CORP!;, ARM.Y OF THE POTOHAC,
May 20, Hlti!-ll p. m.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Secowl Cu l,'alry Division:

GENERAL: Your dispatch received. Cavalry Corps headquat1Ns
will move to White House. We will leave here at [) 3. m. in the
morning. The general will leave a strong picket at this point.

Very respectfully,
JAS. W. FORSYTH.

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Slaff.

All quipt here. We leave at [) a. m. to-morrow. May 21, for White
House. Shall try and repair the railroad bridge on the Pamunkey
at the 'Vhite House. The general thinks it can be done. He ex
amined it to-day.

CAHP CAVALRY DETACHMENT,
Frederickslntry Road, May 20, ltltj·l.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Your communication of the 19th instant, r..:IO p. m .• waB I'f'cpiwd
at 10 p. m. la.'1t night, and yours of evpn date has just come to hand.
Until within the last twenty minutes I have had nothin~wort hy- of
report. Sergeant Ferris, Second Pennsylvania Cavalry. who is jUHt
in from a scout, informs me that passing through the woolls hy Il.
hridle path he crossed the Ny River and came out upon the Spot~yl.
vania and Gordonsville road. The enemy have been falling- hack to
Spotsylvania Court-House since very early this a. m. He saw nothing
of them save a few stragglers; is of the opinion that there lllu; bt'en
a large number of troops sent from Spot.~ylvania to Gordo\lsvillp;
judges this by the way the footsteps were turned; thinks all the
enemy save a few stragglers are upon the other siue of the Ny
River. Captain Lee, Third Indiana Cavalry, in from scouting'. says
the enemy have fallen back over the Ny River. Lieutenant Freeley.
Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry, has a post of DO men well toward
Fredericksburg; he pickets and patrols well out on all roads leading
wffltward; saysheca.n hear nothing from the enemy. I have a patrol
constantly upon the road between my qua.rters amI FrederiekHburg.
Two other scouts report the enemy all over the Ny River save
possibly a few stragglers. I am about reporting direct to General
Birney by order of Major-General Warren. I have several scouting
parties now out, and should anything worthy of note transpire will
at once forward the information.

G. A. FORSYTH,
Major Eighth minois Oav., Oomdg. Oavalry De/ach.

QuARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE.
Washington, D. C., llI(~y 20, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM,
Engineer Department. Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Your letter of the 18th instant, requesting me to order
a bridge down at Fredericksburg from Bome of the engineer trains
now t~ere, has been received. The Quartermaster-General having
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MAY 20, 1864.

no authority to touch tho bridges of the Army of the Potomac, y~Ul'
letter was referred to Ma~or-Gellel'aJ Halleck, chief of staff, who
returned it with the followmg indorsement:

Brigadier-General MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General :

The pontoons at Frederick8burg belong to the Annyof the Potomac; General
Benham a.lso belongs to that army. He 8hould, therefore, report to General Me6de
for bis instructions.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of StaJ!.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. C. MEIGS,

Quartermaster-General. . ~

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
May 20, 1864-9.30 p. m. (Received 10 a. m. 21st.)

Brigaui r-General BENHAM,
Commumling Engineer Brigade:

The major-~eneralcommanding directs that you replace the bridge
at Fred ricksourg, which will be taken up early tv-morrow morning,
and that you remain at Fredericksburg or Belle Plain with your
bridg:e train until it is ascertained where they will be reqUIred.
ShOUld they not be needed with the army you will be directed to
return with them to Washingtoll.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 20, 1864-9.20 a. m.
Brigadier-General BENHAM:

I do not understand how you are out of teams unless you have
turned over the 8 and 6 mule teams to Captain Pitkin. To meet the
case I have telegraphed to him to furnish the means necessary to
haul the l?ontoon bridge to Fredericksburg, to leave pontoon trncks
at Fredencksburg and bring back teams and retain them, and I pre
sumelou must have turned ovnr to Captain Pitkin 256 animals fur
nishe on the 10th instant, to transport the first bridge, which, how
ever did not go to Fredericksburg. If not, thev should be deliveted
to him as soon as they return to Belle Plaill~ We depend upon
them for the supply of Fredericksburg by the road; 57 drivers are
attached to the teams.

M. C. MEIGS,
Brigadier-General, Quartermaster-General.

[Indonement.]

MAY 20, 1864.
Those 256 animals referred to in your telegram and their drivers

weI' turned over to Ca.ptain Pitkin verballyby me immedia.tely on
my arrival here, but I do not know whether used by him or not
before he received the order which you wrote to him in my tent,

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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BELLE PLAIN, May 20, 1804-8 p. m.

BELLE PLAIN, May 20, 1864-8 a. m.
(Received 9.30 a. m.)

that he should receive them. These teams or the driv('rR seem un
account.ably to have disappeared. With a few teams I have just
received from him I am now sending over t.he bridge by vart.~, the
last part to go to-morrow. I write you to-day.

H. W. BENHAM.

WAR DEPARTMENT:

Telegrams in relation, first, to citizeI18 passing to Fredericks
burg and Aquia; second, furnishing a guard over prisoners to
Colonel Hoffman; third, taking command of troops ordered to re
port to Colonel Hoffman; fourth, relative to Captain Collins, all
received. First. No citizeI18 have passed to Fredel'lcksburg without
an order from the War Department. Captain Hoysl'edt, provost
marshal, is a very viclant pass officer. Second. There are only 26
prisoners here. Colonel Hoffman has been furnished with the
guard. Third. Complied with. Fourth. Captain ColliI18, Sixth
Veteran Reserve Corps, was ordered by War Department to Fre,d
micksburg, and is, I believe, still there. Six hundred and twenty
eight infantry to Army of the Potomac: one !!<}uadron of Indiana
Cavalry, 150 men, to Colonel Schriver, Frederickshurg, in moming.
About 600 recaptured officers and men, Colonel Talley, First Penn
sylvania Reserves, in command, reported here. They go to Army of
the Potomac, guarding a train.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE.
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

WAR DEPARTHENT:

Nine hundred infantry arrived this mornin~. We are sending
troops forward as fast as possible, guarding trams. I visited Aquia
yesterday, and found the work rayidly progressing. One wharf
nearly completed. The railroad wi! shortly be finished to Brooke's
Station.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE~
Brigadif:r-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 23. Near Spotsylvania C. H., Va., May 20,1864.

Fredericksburg and the forces there stationed, together with the
troops guarding the line of communications between there and Belle
Plain, a.re assigned to the command of Brig. Gen. J. J. Abercrom
bie, commanding Belle Plain; and the commanding officers of the
troops so assigned will report accordingly. General Abercrombie
will promulgate this order and assume command at once.

By comma.nd of Lieutenant-General Grant:
T. S. BOWERS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, May 20, 1864-'8 p. In.

WAR DEPARTMENT:
Six hundred and twenty-six infantry left for Army of the Poto

mae. One hundred and fifty cavalry to 001. E. Schriver, Fredericks
burg'. Six hundred recaptured prisoners for guarding train to Army
of Potomac to-morrow.

J. J. ABEROROMBIE,
BrigadiRr-Ge1l,eral, Commanding.

NEAR SPOTSYLVANIA OOURT-HoUSE,
May 20, 1864-8 p. m.

Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Fredericksburg:

Send as guards to trains from Fredericksburg to-morrow, the 21st
instant, all troops coming to or under orders for the front. Order
troops already on the way to halt where they are till trains come up,
and then to accompany them as guards. Let these guards be as
strong as possible. As soon as the army gets on the Fredericks
burg railroad, Belle Plain and Fredericksburg will be abandoned
and Port Royal made the base for our supplies. You will, therefore,
make preparations to this end. On the evacuation of Fredericks
burg, the work on the railroad will cease. Boats are now on their
way to Fredericksburg for our wounded, and, to protect them from
being molested by the enemy's roving cavalry and guerrillas, you
will, as far as practicable, use your cavalry along the banks of the
river. .

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
.INO. A. RAWLINS,

BrigadiRr-General and ChiRf of Staff.

J. H. TAYLOR,
Chief of Staff and Ass'i-stant Adjutant-General.

WASHINGTON, D.O., May 20, 186.4.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE:

In accordance with instructions from headquarters of the army,
the major-general commanding directs that you assume command of
all troops heretofore ordered to Colonel Hoffman, Oommissary Gen
eral of Prisoners, at Belle Plain. You will at once send a battalion
of 400 dismounted cavalry to report to 001. E. Schriver, military
governor of Fredericksburg.

Respectfully,

FREDERICKSBURG, May 20,1864-11 a. m.
(Received 4.10 p. m.)

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR:
In relation to the apprehension of 60 prominent citizens of this

city. as ordered by you, I have to report that on account of the very
few males who are now present it has been impossible t.o get that

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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hUmber ready to dispatch to-day, but I hope to send ..hem to Wash
in~n to-U"lorrow. There are 30 in custody, 9 of whom are SUl'lIIl~dl·(1

ofnaving been engaged in conveying our wounded to Rjehrnond.
ED. HCHRIVER,

Col.one.l and IIH~jJector-General.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City. Jllly to, ]St.i4.

Col. EDMUND ScHRIVER,
Com lIUl'lI.dill!1 at Fredericksburg, ra.:

Complaints have been made that numerou~ persons (perhaps
nurses, attendants, emJ!loy~s, &c., with original pa:-;r.;p:-; to go to
Fredericksburg) are gomg down to the Army of tlw Potomac. and
also. people go GOwn on the steam-boats to Aq~ia under pretense of
being employed. As no passes are granted here to visit the army,
the Secretary of War directs that you station a vigilant. }lass officer
with the pickets in the road out, to vis~ all passes and allow no
eivilians to proceed to the army who have not a proper order from
this Department or from the headquarters Army of the Potomac.

JAS. A. HARDIK
Colonel and Inspectol'-Uene.ral..

FREDERICKSBtJRG, May 20. 1Rfj4.
(RcceiYetI 7 p. m.)

Hon. SECRETARY OF W A.R :'

The telegraphic instructions of 20th, respectin'g cjvilian8 Koillg to
the Army of the Potomac, have been antIcipated by me, and shall
have my continued attention, but some persollS will escape tho
guards, which are not always the most reliable or trustworthy.
Applications have been invsnably refused by me.

ED. SCHRIVER.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fredericks&u r'g, ilfay 20, 18G4.

Hon. E. M. STANTON,
S cretary of War:

IR : lthough it ought not to be necessary for an officer of my
n d nt to di prove such a charge as the one contained in your

t Ie raIn of the 19th, respecting the issue of rations to citizens of
Fr rick burg I send herein the certificate of the only commi:-;sary
of b'stence who has been on duty at this post, which shows the
falsi y of the report. I take this occasion to assure the Depa.rtment
th b never I fail to perform my whole duty I shall ceaso to wear
the vernment livery and will not eat its salt.

ery respectfully, sir, your obedient servant.
ED. SCHRIVER,

Inspector-Ge-neral, Commanding.
[Inc1oBure.]

OFFICE OF COMMISSARY OF SCBSISTENCE.
Fredericksburg, Va., May 20, 18G4.

I rtif - on llOnor hat no sales of subsistence stores have been
n d t hi P t to any citizen or citizens. and that no issues of



subsistence stores have been made to any citizen or citizens, except
employes of the Government, upon the order or approval of Col. Ed.
Schriver, inspector-general, commanding post.

No sales of subsistence stores have to my knowledge been made at
this post to any citizen or citizens, except officers of the Christian
and Sanitary Commissions, for which I have received orders. but·
not from Colonel Schriver. For three or four days after this depot
of supplies was opened sales of subsistence stores were made, upon
the certificate of officers that they. were for their own personal use;
but believing that fraud was belllg perpetrated upon this depart
ment, upon presentation to Colonel SchrIver and Lieutenant-Colonel
Wilson, chief commissary of subsistence, Army of the Potomac,
orders were issued that no sales should be made, lillless the officer

.should apply in person and certify that they were for his own use,
which orders have been strictly complied with.

Very respectfll1Iy, your obedient servant,
B. D. LEE,

Captain and Commissary of Subsistence, Post Commissary.
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

W. HOFFMAN,
Commissary-General of Prisoners.

MAY 20, 1864.
Col. E. SCHRIVER,

Commanding, Fredericksburg:
In answer to your letter of the 19th ins~ant, respecting applic~

tions for permits to visit the front to obtain the bodies of officers
and soldiers killed in battle, I am instructed to say that your decis
ion in the matter is approved. The commanding general, however, ,
wishes such permits to be given whenever it shall seem to you that
it is practicable for persons making the applications to visit the
battle-fields, and they are provided with the necessary facilities for
removing the remains' but in the present position of the enemy
there are not many of the burial places of the fallen that can safely
be visited, except with a considerable force.

Very respectfully, &c.,

POINT LOOKOUT. May 20, 1864.
(Received 6.50 p. m.)

Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War:
I find this depot in a very satisfactory condition. The strength

of the guard present for duty is 1,663. In the expectation of the
arrival of more prisoners, I respectfully- recommend that one old
regiment, or two militia regiments, be added to the guard. I await
further orders.

Respectfully,

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864-10 p. m. (Received 7.40 a. m. 21st.)

Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War: .
Have been fighting all day. Enemy are endeavoring to close in

all our lines. We shall hold on. Have captured rebel General Wal-
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M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-Gelleral.

BENJ. F. BUTLER.
Major-General, Commanding.

MAY 20, 1864-12.45 p. m.

ker, of Texas troops.- General Sheridan is at White House. and has
sent for a pontoon bridge, which I have forwarded him. Have also
sent one of my army gun-boats with launches up the Rappahannock,
as requested.

B. F. BUTLER.
j[ajor-Genernl.

.
WASHINGTON, May 20, 1R64-10.30 B. m.

General BUTLER:

The Rappahannock bas been scoured by the navy. Gun-boats are
at FrederIcksburg. To-morrow morning a fleet of supplies and for
transportation of wounded will attempt to ascend the nver. Can
you send some of your Wiard or other gun-boats. with orders to
protect the fleet, and to scour the river for boats, and prevent the
planting of torpedoes?

IN THE FIELD, May" 20, 1Rfi-l-----9 p. m.
(Received 8 a. m. 21st.)

Quartermaster-General MEIGS.' .
Wa.'Jhingum:

Dispatch received. I have sent the Burnside, two launches. and
60 men to aid in scouring the River Rappahannock. She will be there
in twenty-four hours.

Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE:
ADMIRAL: Your dispatch received. I should be happy to meet

you at Bermuda Landing with an ambulance to bring you to my
headquarters for conference. Will you do me the honor to ride up
and lunch with me ?

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

FLAG-SHIP,llfay 20, lA64-3 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER,

Commanding:
Dispatch received .a_p. m. Have not time to yisit you and return

to Farrar's Island. Will take another opportunity unless you can
ride over there.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

FORT MONROE, VA., ~lla!l 20, 18M-Ii p. m.
(Receive<l 6.50 p. m.)

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL OF THE ARMY:

Your dispatch received. General Sheridan's command is at the
White House; wants pontoon train, rations and forage. Train is
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HERMAN BIGGS,
Chief Quartermaster.

at Bermuda Hundred; have sent for it. Don't know if it can be
spared. Asked Captain Babcock, commanding fleet in York River,
to escort stores to White House. He replied could go to \Vest
Point, but on account of torpedoes in Pamunkey was dangerous to
go farther. Sent two days' forage to him-all I had at thtl depot.
Five day forage was called for. Expect Sheridan wiU come to
West Point. Our boats suitable for felTfing are kept with the
army. up the James River. Have just receIved dispatch from Gen
eral Butler, asking for 1,500 axes in great haste. We have none on
hand; ] ,000 are due on requisitions. Will you have 1,500 sent at
once? Colonel Shaffer telegraphs" have no uneasiness about us;
we are 8011 right."

FORT MONROE, May 20, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER:

General Sheridan's command is at White House. Have sent to
me for fifteen pontoons and five days' supply of rations and forage.
Have sent the rations a.nd one day's forage (all I have) to West Point.
Captain Babcock, U. S. Navy, at Yorktown says gun-boat will es
cort supplies as far as West Point, as it is dangerous to go up the
Pamunkey. You have at least thirteen days' supply of forage, in
grain, at Bermuda"lIundred, and I have written to Colonel Fuller to
end me schooner with 10,000 bushels of grain; two days' supply for

General Sheridan's horses. Suppose more than fifteen pontoons will
be needed at West Point.

HERMAN BIGGS,
Lieutenan.t-Colonel and Quartermaster.

BERMUDA, May 20, 1864.

i

:. I
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C. E. FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster.

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

, The'"following is a copy of a letter just received from Lieutenant
Colonel Biggs:

I inclo herewith copy of a dispatch rO<'eived from Lieutenant-Colonel Howard.
quartermaster Ca...alry C',orp8. I have sent about 6,000 busheJa oats, which is all I
have. This is little more than one day's supply for the corps. Please C'ommunicatc
with General Butler, and send me a schooner with about two days' supply for thorn,
say 10.000 bush Is. The schooner F. Merrin or Ida Jones. There should be Yl'SBeJa
in to-day lad n with forage, but all will not answer, rely on this. If they come in.
however, I will forward them up the river at once. You have now at least twelve
days' supply of grain at BermuUa Hundred.

The following is a copy of Colonel Howard's dispatch to Colonel
Biggs:

FORT MAGRUDER, VA, May 19, 18M. .
I have just arrived at this place on my way to Fort Monroe for the pul'pOSE' of

procuring five days' forage for 12,000 animala, 65,000 rations of subsistence, and a.
pontoon train of fifteen boats. Will you please arrange 80 that I may be enabled to
take them immediately on my arrival to White House, on the Pamunkey? .

I have sent the schooner, as requested, to report to Colonel Biggs,
a-s we have a full supply of forage here.
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BElUIUDA, ]'fay 20, 1~64.

Col. J. W. SHAFll'ER,
Chief of Staff:

I found the admiral. I had an ambulance ready for him, but be
declined to go. He evidently did not fancy the ride throu~h the
mud. He thought that the general might ride over to General
Terry's quarters and communicate there. I saw a Richmond r>aper
on board of yesterday i...theyaclmowledge 801088 of 1,600 in killed and
wounded at Drewry's J51uff. No fighting by Lee on the 18th. No
particular news.

Among the list of 1,000 prisoners was General Heckman, Colonel
Lee, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts; Colonel White, Fifty-fifth
Pennsylvania; Lieutenant-Colonel Bennett, Fifty-fifth Pennsylva
nia; Lieutenant-Colonel Bartholomew, Twentv-seventh Massachu
setts; Captain Belger and others of lower ranlt. Heckman refused
to be searched at Libby Prison, showed fight, but was threatened
with the black hole and succumbed.

FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

. HDQRS. SIEGE ARTY., DEPT. OF VA. AND N. CAROLINA,
In t:le Fiel<l, May 20, 1864.

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff, Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina:

COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that I have this day
made requisition for four 30-pounder Parrott guns for the redoubts
on General Smith's left; also for ammunition sufficient to bring the
supply for these rifled guns and those now on hand up to 200 rounds
each; for the four howitzers which came yesterday I have made
requisition for 100 rounds each, not knowing exactly what is on
hand as yet. The SO-pounder Parrott which started yesterday from
the landing is stuck in the mud, a mile below General Gillmore's
headquarters, where it has remained since yesterday evening, al
though great efforts were made to get it up last night. I think, if
it j intended to get a lOO-pounder Parrott, that arrangement should
be made for landing it at Point of Rocks, if possible. I have not put
it on my requisition.

I am., very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY L. ABBOT,

/ Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding.

IN THE FIELD, May 20, 1864-11.20.
Brigadier-General W eitzel ~l make a tour of ~nspe~tionof the

lin of intrenchments and hIS orders and suggestIons In regard to
working parties and supports will be implicitly carried out by corps,
di . ion, and brigade commanders.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
],fajor-General, Commanding.

----'--~~~----~.~-- _.



BENJ. F. BUTLER;
Major-General, Commanding.

OPERATlONS IN 8& VA. ANDH:A:QUAR~~.::l
May 20, 1864-1 p. m. I

General Weitzel i serving as chief engineer in absence, by sick-
ness, of Captain Farquhar, and his orders will be mine and will be
given in my name.

32 , '

CIRCULAR.]

MAY 20, 1864-1 p. m.
General Weitzel will please give all orders in relation to engineer

ing operations, or other than orders to his own division, in the form
followin~ to save all questions: "By command of Major-General
Butler: Lt. Weitzel, brigadier-general." .

B. F. BUTLER. •
MaJor-General, CommatUiing.

G. WEITZEL,
Brigad'ier-General.

SMITH'S HEADQUARTERS,
Jfay 20, 1864.

Major-General BUTLER:
You had better send to see that Gillmore is busily at work to

night.

SMITH'S HEADQUARTERS.
May 20, 1864-11 p. m.

General BUTLER:
Be sure and have Turner near Ames at daybreak to meet an as

'ault.
G. WEITZEL.

GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPT. OF VA. AND N. C.,
No. 62. In the Field, Va., May 20, 1864.

The disp.ositions following will at once be made to resist an attack
upon our lmes : . .

1. Eighteenth Army Corps, Major-General Smith commanding:
General Martindale's division: One regiment of the First Brigade

will hold the line of works in front of the brigade. The remaining
regiments of the brigade will act as division reserve, and bepostecl
in rear of the left of the division. Two regiments of the Second
Brigade will hold the line of works in front of the brigade. The
r maining reglill nt of the brigade will act as reserve to General
Brooks' line and will mov , in case of an attack, to the rear of the
center of .t.hat divi ion. The picket-line of this division, when
ddven in, will deploy as skirmisliers under cover of the counterscarp
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R. S. DAVIS.
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

crest of the main ditch, and will there remain. If its losses are
large in comin~ in, it will be strengthened by sending a few men
from the main Ime.

General Brooks' division: One brigade will hold the main line in
front of the division. The remaining brigades of the diviHion will
form a division reserve, and be posted in rear of the right of the
corps. The picket-line of this division will hold the ed~e of the
ravine in its front to the last moment. If driven in, it will holll thu
crest of the counterscarp of the main ditch, deployed as skirmishers;
being re-enforced, if much reduced, by sending a few men from the
main line.

II. Tenth Army Corps, Major-General Gillmore commanding:
General Ames' division: The whole of this division, excepting two

regiments, will hold the line in front of the division. The two
remaining regiments will form the division reHerve, and be pm,ted
in rear of and near the center of the division line.

General Terry's division: Two brigades of thiH divisioll will hold
the line in front of the division. The Third Bri~luhl will form tlltl
division reserve, and be posted in rear of and near the eelltl'r of the
division line.

General Turner's division: This divhdon will form till' corI!s re
serve, and be posted in rear of the center of the corps. The }lleket
line of the Tenth Corps will be very strong. If driven in, it will
fall back as skirmishers, and take post under coyer of the counter
scarp crest, or behind the abatis, each man covering himself as well
as possible where there is no counterscarp, and there remain, being
re-enforced, if much cut up, by sending a few men from the main
line.

All reserves will be posted in line during the artillf\ry fire of tho
enemy, but will be formed in column, so as to be readily thrown to
any threatened point. The reserve artillery will be moved so that it
ca.n most effectually bear upon any assaulting column of the enemy.
All the troops will at once be encamped in the positions ahove iIl
dicated, excepting the two regiments of the Second Brigade, Secoud
Di"ision. Eighteenth Army Corps. All horfles and wagons must at
once be removed out of sight of the enem.}:. and. if practicaLle, out
of range. The troops of this command wIll form every morning" at
a.30 a. m., and so remain under arms until daybreak or fog lifts,
until further orders. These instructions will be read to each regi
ment and battery in the respective corps, so as to be clearly under
stood.

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:

GENERAL ORDERS, 1 HDQRS. DEPT. 010' VA. AND N. C.,
No. 64. f In the Field, l'a., May 20, 1l:l64.

CaJ?t. Alfred Mordecai, U. S. Ordnance Corps, is herebyanIlounced
as chIef of ordnance of the army in the field.. All officers on ord
nance duty in the field will report to him.

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
R. S. DAVIS,

Major and Assi$tant Adjutant-General.
a B B-VOL XXXVI, PT ill
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R. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DEPlf'. OF VA. AND N. C.,
No.. 65. f I'll the Field, Va., May 20, 1864.

I. Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel is hereby announoed as chief
engineer of this department and army, and will be obeyed and re
spected accordingly.

II. Brig. Gen. J. H. Martindale is hereby a8Si~ned to the com
mand of the Second Division, Tenth [Eighteenth*J Army Corps.

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:

HEADQUARTERS, May 20, 1864-10.35 a. m.
General GILLMORE:

The weak spot in your line is just at Ames' left. I would recom
mend strong reserves there.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

MAY 20, 1864-11.40 a. m.
(Received 11.43 a. m.)

General GILLMORE:
I think your skirmish line near Widow Howlett's should be re

established. It is important, for reasons in which you concur, that
line should be held. It was too easily lost.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Oommanding.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

GILLMORE'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864-12.10 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
I omitted to report that Brigadier-General Walker, of the rebel

service, is wounded and a prisoner in charge of mY' medical director.
~. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.
P. S.-Two of Turner's regiments came off picket this evening;

have been fighting all day, and have been allowed to remain in
camp to clean up their pieces, but are to move to front in case of
firing.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-12.40 p. m.

Major-Genoral BUTLER:
I understand from your order directing Brigadier-General W mtzel

to inspect the intrenchments, make suggestions, and give orders, that
he is on your staff (temporarily at least). Am I cor·~oct? I would
respectfully suggest that t

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

* See Davis to Smith, Mal 21, p. 73.
t Remainder of commumcation illegible.
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MAY 20, 1864--2.30 p. m.

the advancl'll
rll'tlliIH for it
Shall I have

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

MAY 20, 18fi4-2.l.'i p. m.
General GILLMORE:

Colonel Serrell will be ordered to report to General Weitzt'l for
orders. with his regiment, from and after tho timo he has n. confl'r
ence with General "\Veitzel, which Colonel Serrell will i'ppk at unce.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Co 11/ II/(/ud illg.

HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD,
In the Trenches, May 20, 1~(j4--1.:10 p. Ill.

Colonel SMITH:
COLONEL: I have the honor to request that my position may be

defined in orders, that there may be re~ularity somewhere if poi'si
ble. I find various changes made in the line, plat·pi' exposed. details
put on and taken off by various officers, and I think it a simplo duty to
the country, the Tenth Corps, and myself, to make this request. I
fear something may go wrong, and then it will be UlHletermilleu,
perhaps, who was res]Jom;ible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SERRELL,

Colonel of Engineers, New rork JYolllltf~ers.

I have not an ax left to make abatis. They are all taken away
but about ten, by General Butler's order, I am told. Thelillo on the
left of General Ames is all wrong. One uf the two lines only should
be used; the other destroyed, I think.

E. W. S.

Lieutenant-Colonel SMITH,
Assisf.ant AdJutant-General.-

Lifmtenullt Michie tells me General Butler wants
work 011 the left worked at all night to-night. The
f:hould be prqvided. I have an officer there to-day.

.one there to-night?
ED. W. SERRELL.

Colonel of Engtneers, New York rolunt{~trs.

[Indorsement.]

Act npon such directions as General Weitzel gives you.
By order of General Gillmore:

. ED. W. SMITH,
A.'isisfant Adjutwlt-(hmeral.

Received 3.30, and countermandml by General Gillmore iu }){'rHOU'
E. W. S.

MAY 20, 1864--3.15 p. Ill.

General Gillmore may revoke the order for ColOlwl Serrell to
report to General Weitzel, but must see to it that Colonel Sorrell
sends no more messages like the one seut to department head-
quarters.
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[Indol'86ment.)

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel Serrell will observe the directions herein contained.
By order of Major-General Gillmore:

. Q. A. GILLMORE,
1Jfajor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864.

Oolonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff, Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina:

COLONEL: I find the enemy in strong force, and am losing heav
ily. The left seems to be safe enough. A prisoner says their line
runs from one river to the other, with rifle-pits, &c., and the number
supposed to be there is about 20,000 men. I think if you wish the-
attack pushed, I should have more troops. General'l'erry has just
informed me that the right of his picket-line is threatened by a mass
of troops, said to be a brigade.

Very respectfully, yourH,

[First Indofllement.)

4.45 P. H.
General SMITH:

You will send two brigades to the relief of General Gillmoro.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.
• [Second Indorsement.J

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-4.55 p. m.

I hay one regiment not in line. Every regiment beyond tha.t
I av H a gap iu my line. I shall give the orders to get ready, but
shall not order them to report till I get other notice.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

[Thiro Indorsement.)

The enemy is very strong, I have no doubt, a.nd General Gillmore
app aI'S to think that additional forces must be sent him, or he will
have to draw off. I cannot decido here. The loss is heavy.

J. W. SHAFFER.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-5.15 p. m.

Major-Gen 1'301 B TLER:
I have my trenches now garrisoned by the minimum force to make

them saf. One full brigade at least should be sent to me in order
to drive th enemy from the rifle-pits they captured this morning.
If it is sent at once to replace my troops in the intrenchments, I
will take off the latter and recapture the position lost this morning.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General, Commanding.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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J. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
~Maj()7'- Gen ernl.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, Va., May 20, 1~li-l-5.;IO p. m.

General GILLMORE:
If with the force you have you have boon unable to force your

line back. I think it mav cost too much risk to attempt it farther
with the force which ('un be sent from General Smith's line. Can
you hold what you ha.ve? Are the enemy pressin~you if you retirt':'

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
~fajor-GellRral, Commanding.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQFARTERS.
It[ay 20, l~I;4-H p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
The commanding genera.l desires that you charge your division

commanders to make all preparations against surprise to-night.
J. W. l:lHAFFER,

ColoTu'l and Chif'j of Staff.

GENERAL SMITH'S HEADQUAR1'ERS,
"'lay 20, IHli4-H.05 p. m.

General GILLMORE:
The gun-boats would assist you much, jf you would order General

Terry to slash down that ravine on his right at onee.
G. WEITZEL,

Brigadier-General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, IHG4-H.;!O p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
Colonel Abbot, FirBt Connecticut Artillery, report!'! that a

3o-pounder Parrott is stucJ:-: in th.e mud about 1 mile below your
headquarters. Please detaIl suffiCIent men to haul it to the dt'sired
position.

GILLMORE'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 18G4.

Colonel SHAP'll'ER,
Chief of St:aff:

Your dispatch relative to extricating the 30-poundE'r gUll i!'! re
ceived. All my men have fought 01' worked all day, or will work
all night. I would suggest that the detail be lllllAle from some other
force. Please answer.
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B. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTER8,
1Jfay 20, 11;(j4-1O.50 p. m.

MAY 20. 1864-11.25 p. m.

G neral GILLMORE:
Your dispatch dated 7.30 p. m. was received at 10.30. You had

b tter draw in your line according to the suggestions of my dispatch
of 5,30 p. m. The weakness of your works requires this and that
we take no risk. You will see to it that strong working parties
are kept bu y upon the line during the night. Guard against 8ur
pris .

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864-11 p. m. (Received 11.25 p. m.)

General GILLMORE:
You will have Turner's diviRioll in the immediate rear of Ames',

ready to support him in ca.."le of a possible assault by the enemy at
daybr ak. I think this important. Acknowledge receipt.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
ltJajar-General.

Major-General BUTLER:
Your dispatch of 11 p. m. received. Turner's diviRionis bi vouacked

in th open field in rear of Ames', in readineHs to support him.
Working parties are out, and will he all night.

Q. A. GILLMORE.

MAY 20, 18G4-12 midnight.
Major-General GILLMORE,

Commandiny Tenth Carps:
GE ERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

two notes of this evening. I found great difficulty in getting 600
mAn from the different commands to-night. These, howevel', are at
work. They IMve some of them been fighting to-day. I do not
kuow which work General Weitzel ordors firRt, not having rend his
di patch, wh 11 I found I had opened it by mistake. Is 600 enough
for to-night? I think it well to ask for details from Eighteenth
if we are to fight again to-morrow. .

Very 1'e p ctfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SERRELL,

Colonel of Engineers, New Ym'k Volunteers.

HDQRS. ECOND DIVISION, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, May 20, lS64.

Maj. G n. Q. . GILL1IORE.
Comuuwdt'ny Tenth Army Corps:

SIR: In aecol'llance with Ol'dflrs from Major-General Rnt.lt:lr, I
have given the fulluwing orders to Bl'igadi~r-Genel'a.lAmes and

[I(IIZICby Google ~~l
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Brigadier-General Terry, of your commaud. in regard to their Uno
of intrenchments:

Brigadier-General A:IlE...,
Comnw.nding Dit>i8ian, Tenth Army CorpB:

8m: By direction of the major-general commanding. I would rt>8!)('('tlully !Ill~

gem the follo'-ViIIg improvemf'ntB on vour line :
(3) First, there should be a smaIl redan at the intel'ReCtion of your line with

Brooks. A piece of artillery should bE' placed in the face toward you t() swet'!l the
front of your line. (3) The logs lyin~ parallel to the ravine in front of plllr left
should at once be rolled into the ravmf'. (2) That portion of thll main line whl'f('
the Thirty-third New York Battery and the Parrott~ of thl' Ctmnl'(:ticut Hffiry
Artillery are should be inclosed to form a good large redoubt. with a high COUl

mand, say about 8 feet. (2) There should be a stronK abatis in front of your whole
line, and no fence rails should be permitted to be used in building this abatis. (1)
Your whole line !lhould be raised and strengthened from the outRide, as much
88 possible and with all dispatch, especially in front of and on tht> "Kht of the Third
Rhode Island Artillery and colored cavalry howitzer battery. (3) Artillerv should
all be placed in embrasure. (1) The traveJ'lle8should be strengthened. (1) Redoubt
on ridge in front of your line should be completed as quickly a.'l poo.'lible. (2) All
trees within cannon range of any part of the work should be felled. (3) All rnbhi",h
in front of the line should be removed. (1) To hold firmly with skirmit1lwrR the
prolongation of the ridge on which is situated theroooubt, which is at the inter
Bf'Ction of yours and Terry's lines.

Your line could he much improved by makitlg a flank from the right of the Third
Rhode Island battery to thl' rear, and then run your line 80 88 to strike tilt' hi/(h
rt'douht on the right of your line. This line shoulll be 80 run, if you have the labor
to do it. and then the line in front destroyed.

The above will be done by order of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
. G. WEITZEL.

Brigadier-General.
Brig. Gen. A. H. TRRRY.

- Commanding Division, Tenth Army Corps:
SIR : By dir<'<--tion of the major-general commanding this department, I respect

fully suggest the following alterations on your lines :
(1) You should at onee cut down all the trees in front of the right of your line.

(1) The tn>es in the ravine on whieh your right rests should be cut down from the
bottom of the ravine to the crest on the side toward you, leaving but a thin fring!'
near the top to screen your works. (2) You should construct rifle-pits on the Crt>8t of
the slope of the ravine neare:."1 to you, and hold this line of rifle-pits with a strong
line of skirmishers. (2) All rails used in the constructions of your shati", should he
removed and branches of trees 8ubstituted. (1) Your whole line should bt' strength
ened. especially that part which crOl!8eS the low ground in your centt-r.

The above will be done by order of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
G. WEITZEL.

Brigadier-General, U. S. Vo/un/"ITs.

GENERAL: In answer fo your dispatch of this evening I dpsire to
say that I have numbered the different suggestions in the auove
communication, to give my idlll\ of the order in which they shouIcl
be carried out. I do not think, from my own experience here
during the last forty-eight hours, that there is more than one-half
as much work as you estimate.

G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General, U. S. Vulunteers.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 18G4-1.15 p. m.

General FOSTER:
Colonel Fairchild reports his pickets driven in ; wants two regi.

ments to support him. Have sent the orderly reporting it to find
General Gillmore or you.

1. R. SEALY,
Aetiny Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Bermuda Hundred, Va., May 20, 1864.

Col. H. R. Guss,
First Brigade,

Colonel DRA.KE,
Second Brigade:

COLONEL: Information having been received at corps headquar
ters that a surprise on the part of the enemy is anticipated, the gen
eral commandmg directs me to instruct you to have your command
well in hand to prevent the success of an attack. Especial vigilance
will be exercised by the troops in the line of intrenchments, and one
ur more officers will constantly be on guard to give the alarm should
the enemy make his appearance with a view to an assault.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. A. CARLETON,

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864-.

Major-General SMITH:
Genel'al Butler desires to know the cause of heavy firing on your

left.
J. W. SHAFFER,

Colonel and Chief of Staff.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

SMITH'S HEADQUARTRRS,
May 20, 1864.

General BUTLER:
I think the gun-boats fired one or two shots; no firing now. All

quiet.

MAY 20, lR64.
General SMITH:

Keep your brigades in readiness until further orders.
. BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 20, 1864.

Major-General SMITH:
The brigades ordered to Gillmore will not be wanted. General

Butler wishes that you would charKO your division commanders to
make every provision against surprise to-night.

J, W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chiuf of Staff.
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GENERAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPfl.
No. 19. f In the Field, VIl., May to, ISH4.

I. Until further orders there will be two hO!lpital or~nizatiOliH
for general purposes in the Eighteenth Corps. The medIcal officerR
will be drawn from regiments. but as far as practicable each regi
ment will have one medical officer left with it for duty in camp, on
the march, or in action, but durin~ a battle this officer is not ex
pected to be under severe fire. WIthout being too far to the rear to
he of assistance, he should remain in a position partially sheltered.
The commanding officer of the regiment. should assign to the medical
officer a sheltered location during action.

II. To prevent a depletion of the ranks by the long absence in
general hospitals and convalescent campR of soldiers sent to general
hospitals for slight ailments, a corps hospital will be established at
or near the Point of Rocks, on the Appomattox River. Excepting
slight cases of illness, which can be taken care of in the regimental
camps, all the sick of the camps will be sent to this hORpital, and no
sick soldier will be transferred to a general hospital at FortresH
Monroe, or elsewhere, unless he cannot reasonably be expected to
be fit for duty in one month's time, or the tranRfer iR n('cessary to
recovery, and then only on the order of the corps medical director.

III. Sick men before admission into the corps hospital should
ordinarily be furnished with pasS('8 from the medical officer on duty
with his regiment, countersigned by its commander. Serious C&'leA
of illness, or those where there is an obvious propriety in recovering
for treatment, may be admitted, at the option of the surgeon in
charge, who in all cases will use his best discretion in admitting or
refusing. Where malingering or straggling is suspected, he will
return the men under guard to the command to which they belong.

IV. The chief quartermaster of this corps will turn over to the
sur~eon in charge one _quartermaster's wagon with 4 horses and
eqUlpments complete. The chief of ambulances will turn over to
the same one serviceable ambulance and 2 horses, with necessary
harness and appurtenance.

V. A detachment, consisting of 1 lieutenant, 1 sergeant, 2 cor
porals, and 16 privates, will be assigned to the hospital for neces
sary guard and fatigue duty. The latter will embrace the burial of
the dead and such other labor as may he dictated by the surgeon in
charge. The quartermaster and commissary supplies for the hos
pital will be issued by the proper officers on the requisitions or re
turns of the surgeon in charge. The commissary department will
carry out all existing instructions regarding the hospital fund.

VI. A chaplain will be detailed as chaplain of the hos~itaI. He
will perform his duties under the direction of the surgeon III charge.

VII. The surgeon in charge will be under the orders of the corps
commander and his medical director only.

Organization to meet the requirements of the battle-field:
A. A battle-field hospital for the corps will be established when

ever a battle takes place; its medical officers and attendants will also
be drawn from the troops comprising this command. It will be
organized as far as practicable on the basis of the Surgeon-General's
Circular No.4, series of 1863, modified by Circular No.5, issued by
the medical director of this corps May 5, 1864, and by the further
modification contained in this order. There will be 1 surgeon in
charge, 4 surgeons as operators, 1 chaplain, 2 assistant surgeons as

....
-~._'-
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N. BOWEN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant A(Uutani-Gene·ral.

assistants to the surgeon in charge, 8 assistant surgeons as ~istants
to the operating surgeon, 4 hospital stewards, 3 cooks, and 40 attend
ants. The plan for internal management of this hospital will be
furnished the surgeon in charge by the medical director of the corps.
A guard of 1 sergeant, 1 corporal and 12 privates will be detailed to
drive off stragglers, and keep up the discipline of the hospital. None
but men on duty in the ambulance corps, members of bands, regi.
mental hospital attendants (not assigned to hospital dut;y), and men
belonging to the drum corps, will bring wounded to the hospital.

B. Medical officers, the chaplain's attendants, and guard, as soon
as the wounded are sent to the corps hos,Pital, or on board of trans
ports, will be returned by the medical dIrector to their regiments,
,with the exception of the chief surgeon of the battle-field hospital,
who will necessarily be obliged to look after and take care of the
Government property in his charge. .

C. All cases of amputation must either be first designated for
operation by the surgeon in charge of the hospital, or be determined
upon by a majority vote of a board of at least 3 surgeons to be de.
tailed by the surgeon in charge, or the corps medical director.

By command of Major-General Smith:

MAY 29, 1864.
(Received 6.15 p. m.

DUNCAN,
COlonel.

General RINKS:

A body of about 300 cavalry is said to be passing toward City
Point in real' of the woods on our front. A few shots were just fired
at our vedettes on the Petersburg road.

BERMUDA, lIfay 20, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER:

I can send the Burnside, with one 12-pounder howitzer, two
launches, and GO men, at 8 o'clock this evening. She will have to stop
at Fort Monroe for pilot and it will take twenty-four hours to reach
the Rappahannock. Will that do? Answer to me at Bermuda
Hundred.

CHAS. K. GRAHAM,
Brigadier-General.

MAY 20, 18(;4-9 p. m.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Majur-General, Curt~manding.

General GRAHAM,
Bermuda Landing:

Let the Burnside go with tlie force named, to make every diligence
and report to the commander of the Potomac Flotilla. Send her
under an experienced commander.

I

I

.~_.I
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KAUTZ,
Gel/eml.

KAUTZ,
(}nH'ml.

B. F. BUTLER,
.Majo/'. (il'II/'ret!.

M'Ay 20, lS64--/i p. m.
Colonel SHAFFER:

I propose to move my entire command acro"ls thf1 rivl'r to-morrow,
if there is no objection, in order to get a pf.'rmanellt l'Homp wlll're I
can refit men and horses. At present the comma.nd i"l very much
scattered. A portion is already acro:>s the river. a portion il'! ~t ill a.t
Portsmouth, and tho main portion is here. L>t JIlt' know if the
measure is approved.

MAY 20, lSG4--R 15 a. m.
Captain DODGE, Assistant Quartermaster:

Have you received any orders regarding transportation of mpn and
horses from Portsmouth? If so, let me know and I will ~l'nd officers
to bring them up.

MAY 20, I K1i4.
General KAUTZ:

I have receivAll no orders rega.rding transportatioll of mPIl and
horses from Portsmouth.

DODGE.
Cap/a in.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQP ARTF-RR.
May 20, 1864-6 p. m. (Received 7,;~5 a. m. 21st.)

Brigadier-General SHEPLEY, Norfolk, ra.:
There are not 1,000 rebel cavalry south of thf1 JamAR, anll thp)' aro

Dearing·s brigade, jaded by a 21)()-miles march from North Carolina.
You can hold Norfolk, as lcmg as we are hNe, with a corporal's
guard.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
In the Field, ,May 21, 181j4-7 a. m. (Recpi veil 10. :~5 n.. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff :

I fear there is some difficulty with the forcf'R at City Point which
prevents their effective use. The fault may be with the commander,
and it may be with his subordinates. General Smith, whibt a very
able officer, is obstinate, and is likely to condemn whatever is not
suggested by himself. Either those forces should be so occupied as
to detain a force nearly equal to their own, or the gn.rrison in the
intrenchments at City Point should be reduced to a minimum aI1l1
the remainder ordered here. I wish you would send a competflllt
officer there to inspect and report by telegraph what is heing done,
and what in his jUdgment it IS advisable to do.

U. S. GRANT.
Lil'lltetwlli-Ueneml,
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H. W. HALLECK,
Major-Gene1'al and Chief of. Slaff. _

WASHINGTON, May 2'1, 1864-1.40 p. m.
Li ut nant-General GRANT,

ear SlJotsylvan·ia.., Va.:
Orders in accordance with your letter of yesterday have been sent

to General Hunter. Generals Meigs and Barnard have been sent to
Jame River, to make the investigations and reports, as directed in
your telegram of 7 a. m. to-day.

WASHINGTON, May 21, 1864-9.40 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

Near Spotsylvania, Va. :
If the de.J?ots at Fredericksburg, Belle Plain, and Aquia Creek are

to be transferred to Port Royal, please let me know immediately, as
troops and supplies are being sent every- hour to the'former places,
and much delay will be caused by landmg and r~embarking.

H. W. HALLECK,
Mqior-General and CMef of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864.

General HUMPHREYS:
Direct General \¥arren so soon as Wright has moved up to thjs

plac , that he move forward to Harris' Store, to which flace he will
b followed by Wright. On reaching that place he wil endeavor to .
op n communication with Hancock at Milford. Direct Wright to
move up to this place as soon as Burnside opens the road, and on
l' aching here to notify Warren of the fact, and then follow Warren
in support to Harris' Store. Order General Torbert, after leaving
500 men with Hancock, to proceed with the balance to Bethel
Church, reporting his arrival to headquarters, which will be estab
Ii h d there. Direct Warren to send his cavalry forward to seize
th bridge across the Ta River, and a portion of them to picket the
bridg at Downer's on his left flank. Warran should also move out
b yond Catlett's on the left hand road, and, if possible, secure and
hold the crossing of the Ta River.

GEO. G. MEADE.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Ma,y 21, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Ch-ief of Staff.-

GENERAL: The prisoners taken from the cavalry and brought in
thi evening are from Chambliss' brigade, Ninth, Tenth, and Thir
t nth Virginia Cavalry. One of them is a first lieutenant, and I
gathered from a conversation with him that William Henry (Rooney)
Leis in command f the above and Rosser's brigades, which are all
the cavalry with the enemy. The enemy were apprised of the
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GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.

movement of Hancock 88 early as 2 o'clock this morning. From
other prisoners, who state the circumstances in detail, I learn that·
night before last, during Ewell's attack, Longstreet's corps W88

moved from the enemy's extreme right to the rear of his left, and at
a late hour of the night moved back again. I state this becauMe thero
are reports in the papers that a part of Longstreet's corps, not in
cluded in Pickett's division, has appeared in front of General Butler,
whereas our examinations account daily for Field's and McLaw!I'
divisions. An intelligent prisoner reports Johnson's division to have
numbered (prior to night before last) 1,160 muskets, and says it
suffered then also. I transmit Richmond paper 19th instant, giving
some account of Sheridan's return.

Respectfully,

[Iudol'llMDtlllt.J

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Brigadier-General RAWLINB,
Chief of Staff:

Please return after reading.

BEVERLY HOUSE SIGNAL STATION,
May 21, 1864-6 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:

It is very smoky this a. m. There is no change in the enemy's
guns or troops in front of the Fifth Corps.

GEO. J. CLARKE,
Signal Officer.

MAY 21, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Ckief of Staff:
The accompanying messages were intercepted at rebel signalsta.

tion on the Catlett farm, south of Guiney's Station.
B. F. FISHER,

Captain,.

[IuciOllUl8 No. I.J

MAY 21, lR64-9.30 a. m.
Gen ral LEE:

bout 0 men in frout. Regiments of infantry in the rear seem to
cooking. A long coLumn of infantry and wagons were passing

for hours upon the Bowling Green road; brigade of cavalry in ad
vance.

R,
Colonel.

DAVIS,
Signal Officer.

[" IIZI C bvGoogle
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[Inclosure No.2.]
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MAY 21, 1864-----10 a. m.
General LEE:
See~s to be a continuous movement her~, and has been seen since

the hour before day. A great deal of cavalry and artillery inter
spersed with large body of infantry. Not very well closed up.
Their right is now passing, 1 mile below Guine)"s Station, advancing
to Milford. No more in sight above Guiney's Station.

TURNER.
[lnclo8ure No. 3.]

MAY 21, 1864-----11 a. m.
General LEE:

Small body of cavalry passed since last dispatch.
B.,

Colonel.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-Gene1'al of Voluntee·rs.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864-4.30 a. m.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
J.fay 21, 1864-----8 p. m.

Major KERWIN, CO?1vrnand·ing, &c.,:
Instead of reporting to these headquarters to-morrow morning as

already directed, the commanding general orders that you remain
until you are further instructed in your present/osition, and watch
the roads you are now guarding. You will sen an officer to these
headquarters early to-morrow moruing to receive- instructions for
your command.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORP~,

.May 21, 1864-----1,30 a. m.
General WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: Although the cavalry were ordered to start at 11

o'clock, they did not leave camp until 12.30. I have been massing
my troops for an hour about 3 miles out, and am jUl:lt putting the
head of my column on the road again, as the cavalry is just past.
The cavalry were issuing rations, and many were unsaddled when
th head of my column arrived at the road which leads off from the
Telegraph road.

Your obedient servant,

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GE ERAL: The head of the column has arrived about It miles
beyond Guiney's. The cavalry have seen three or four pickets near
Guiney's, who fired their pieces and left.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

[" IIZI C bvGoogle
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HEADQuARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864-b.30 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adj1dant-General, Army of flU' Potomac:

GENERAL: General Torbert senta small detaehmentof cavalry to
hold the Guiney Bridge from Spotsylvania. The dotaehment was
too small for the purpose and our cavalry was driven back. I have
directed each division commander to hold tho road until aU tho trairu;
are pa.~sed. and I have ordered General Torbert to sond an adequate
force for the purpose; but I will notify you, in case of any trains
passing this way after my troops and traius have pasRed.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General vf l·olunteers.

HEADQUARTERS .ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, IH64-7.30 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK, .
Commanding Second Corps:

Your dispatch of 4.30 a. m. has been received. I am instructed
to inform you that everything is quiet here just now. The enemy
is still in force in front of General Warren, although there aro in- .
dications that he made a considerable movement to his right Ia.-;t
night. General Warren's corps will move at 10 a. m. and proeeod
down the Telegraph road to open communication with you. Gen
eral headquarters for the present will be near the Fir~hCorps, on tho
Telegra---'ph road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQuARTERS,
May 21, 1Hli4-9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Wn.UAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I am within 1 mile of Bowling Green. I hear our C~LV
alry firing some small-arms, occasionally artillery; I suppose at Mil
ford. The negroes all along the road in this vicinity gIve the same
report, that General Hoke arrived at Milford ye.~terdaywith from
10 000 to 13,000 men (re-enforcements for Lee), and they went across
t e river.

I end yon a paper of the 19th, by which it BeemB our movement to
the right was conJectured. A signal station at Guiney's or opposite
h b en signaling our movements since daylight. The negroes also

y we were expected, and that some artillery was placed in position
a Milford.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-Gelleml.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-9.45 a. m. (Received 3 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you hold Guiney's
Bridge until the arrival of the head of General Warren's column.
He moves at 10 o'clock, and the head of his column may be there by
2 or 3 o'clock this afternoon.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of staff.

HDQRS. CAVALRY, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

I have the honor to report that I have driven the enemy (all in
fantry) across the Milford bridge, and am holding the bridge. The
enemy's infantry are on the opposite side of the river, and I doubt
whether I can drive them away. I have captured 66 prisoners, men,
and 6 officers belonging to the Eleventh and Seventh Virginia, Kem
per's old brigade.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
A. T. A. TORBERT, ,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

Forwarded to General Meade,. 10.30 a. m. Messenger could not
get through.

MAY 21, 1864-9.45 [a. m.].
General HANCOCK-:

General Torbert has driven the enemy across the river and has 42
prisoners. It seems tha.t a part of Pickett's division passed l1P yes
terday, and a few of them were left here to hold the crossing. An
the prisoners belong to the Eleventh Virginia Infantry except one.
I do not think that more than 2,500 men passed up yesterday. The
~eneral will see whether it is practicable for him to cross the river.
If not, I will have an examination made as to the best place for a
bridge.

C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Sf,off.

There was no cavalry here except some irregular cavalry, say 100,
in and about Bowling Green and Milford. One prisoner says Pickett's
division has been broken up and part given to Hoke.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Milford, May 21, 1864-12 m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

G&NERAL: Barlow s division is across the Mattapony. I have
direoted him to get a good position about a mile out. General
Gibbon follows immediately. The skirmishers (infantry) driven
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WINF'D S. HANCOCK.
Major-General of J"olunteers.

over tl~e river by Torbert le~t their tools in a rifl~-pit near the bridgo
at whIch they were workIng. I do not antIcIpate any serious
obstacle, at least until our troops get in position. 1 spnd a news
paper of the 20th.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 21, 186-1-2.30 p. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: The bridge over the Mattapony was preserved by our
cavalry, although a go~ manx: planks were taken up. The bridge,
however, has been repaIred. The march has been very trying' upon
the troops, up all night, and to-day, very hot. Torbert sent cavalry
to Burke's and to Bethel Church. I have sent out cavalry to con
nect with them, watching the road passing in my front. All my
troops except Birney are on the other side, and he will be there
shortly. I shall pass over everything and leave Torbert to guard
the rear. If the enemy passes in my front within sight, I shall
attack him.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Coates' House, near Milford, llIay 21, 186-!--U.15 p. m.

(Received 4 a. m. 22d.)
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,

Asmtant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: As one of my couriers has been captured to-day, and

several others with dispatches have been turned back, and as the
parties sent from here rex><>rt seeing your orderlies fired on when
coming this way, I have dIrected General Torbert to send a force of
cavalry to open communication, and send herewith a brief sketch of
the dispatches that have failed to reach you.

At 9.45 General Torbert reported that he had driven the enemy
across the Mattapony at Milford. This force consisted of the Seventh
and Eleventh VIrginia Regiments, Kemper's oM brigade, of Pickett's
division, which had just come up (say last evening) from Plymouth,
N. C., and Fort Darling. About 100 of them were on the left bank
in rifle-pits; of these, 67 privates are captured and 7 commissioned
officers.

General Torbert did not feel justified in attempting a craSHing
with cavalry, as the south side is densely wooded. The infantry
was, therefore, thrown across, and advancing rapidly, ~ave the enemy
only time to escape from the rifle-pits they were dIgging, leaving
theIr intrenching tools. The bridge was saved. Some of the planks
had to be replaced. At 12 m. Barlow's division was across and Gib
bon's was closely following. A pretty good position was at once
secured about It miles from the river, and it is being' intronched.
I am now all over the river with my bridge train and wagon train.
One regiment holds the north bank of the river at the bri(lge. Gen
~ral Torbert sent cavalry jl1 the direction of Burke's and Bethel

~ R ~-VOL xxx,v~, P1 "1
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assisfa·nt Adjutant-General.

Church. I shall send out a squadron to picket the roads passing in
my front. My headquarters are at the Coates house, near the right
of my line. The march has been a fatiguing one.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Mqjo;-General of Volunteers.

P. S.-About 50 cavalrymen attacked my picket-line at 5.12, but
were at once driven away.

(lndol'8eJIlent.]

General [GRANT]:
The within just received. The officer bringing it says it is 16

miles to Hancock. I have retained him to send orders back. W 801'
ren was ordered to hold all he had gotten yesterday and to send
sUfPort to his cavalry at the Ta. I have not ordered him to move
til you shall so direct, and indicate the road. If he does move, he
had better have another corps in rear in sUP20rt.

GEO. G. MEADE,
. Major-General.

HEAUQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
llfay 21, 1864-8 p. m. (Received 4.15 a. m. 22d.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corp8:

I am directed to say that the last dispatch received from you was
dated 9 a. m. to-day, and to inform you that it has been ascertained
from an intorcepted dispatch that at any rate one of your notes to
these headquarters has fallen into the hands of the enemy. The
commanding general considers that with the cavalry force placed at
your disposal, you should have kept open communication with him
during the day, and he wishes you to use this cavalry force in keep
ing up frequent communication with these headquarters, and also
with General \Varren, who is now near Guiney's Bridge. The road
is not safe for small parties. It has been necessary to detach a.
squadron of the provost guard at these headquarters to send this
dIspatch to you.

I am, very respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
1Jfay 21, 1864-8.20 p. m. (Received 4 a. m. 22d.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: The only incidents occurring since I came here and

took position were a few shells thrown into the heavy artillery on
my left to-night. This may have come from the troops from Pole
Cat Station, as I heard some musketry in that direction, apparently
coming from a line of nervous pickets. I have sent out to invesh
gate it. I am very anxious to hear from you, and have ordered
General Torbert to send the mail through WIthout fail.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.
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HDQRS. CAVALRY, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864. (Received 4 a. m. 22d.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

I forward to you a negro, who has just come in with 3 others
from Pole Cat Station, 5 miles from here. Hoke's division arrivad
there about 12 m. to-day, and said he was going to clean tho
party out at Milford Station, supposing it was only cavalry. You
may expect them if they come up on y~r left. I tell him that
after you get through questioning him you will let him return to
this place, where he lives. Will you be kind enough to send the
inclosed letter to army headquarters when you send a dispatch.
Everything is quiet here.

Yours, &c.,
A. T. A. TORBERT,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Cavalry.

[Indonement.]

8 P. M.

This division came from Drewry's Bluff to-day, tho negro states.
Respectfully forwarded.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

CrnCULAR.] H~DQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
~fny 21, 1864-7.50 p. m.

Some contrabands just brought in stat~ that Hoke'M division ar
riyOO at 12 o'clock to-day from Drewry's Bluff and may bo f.'xpecteJ
on our left, as believing that but a small force was herf.', they sai(l
they were coming to "clear out the place." This is rf.'spectfully
communicated for the infonnation of Major-General Birney, Briga
dier-General Gibbo~,and ~rigadier~GeneralTyler. General Birney
will please have a pICket-hne estabhshed from General Tyler's left
to the river. General Tyler will take such measures by placing his
troops in position as may be necessary to repel any attack of this
sort with certainty.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
WM. R. DRIVER,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Goa1e8' House, Jfay 21, 1864-6.10 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY:
The major-general command~g directs. that you leave a t:egi

ment of infantry on the other SIde of the rIver to protBct the bndge
in case the cavalry should be ordered away or driven in.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. FRANCIS A. WALKER,

.48mront .AdJutant-General.
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[Indol'llement.]

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864-.

Brigadier-General Mott, Third Brigade, will comply with the
above order and send a regiment at once.

By command of Major-General Birney:
F. BIRNEY, .

Majar and Assistant Adju'tant-General.

52
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MAY 21, 1864-6 a. m.

BEVERLY HOUSE SIGNAL STATION,
May 21, 1864-6 a. m.

H. G. WRIGHT,
MaJar- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864-3.30 a. m.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-5.15 a. m.

(Same to . eneral Wright.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The following just received:

Major-General WARREN:
The major-general commanding directs that lOU push forward

your pickets, and see if you Gall drive the eneI1!Y s pickets in.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

MaJar-General.

(IndOl'llllment.]

Generals Warren and Wright have been ordered to endeavor to
drive in the enemy's pickets by advancing theirs.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Majar-General.

HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS,
May 21,1864.

Reveille was beat in our front by the enemy at 1.30. The enemy Beam!! unusually
busy chopping, &C. Picket-line quiet.

P. T. HANLEY,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Outposts, First DivWon.

G. K. WARREN.

General WARREN,
Commanding FIfth Corps:

Ha.!! any movement of the enem~' been observed in your front this
mornmg?

General HUMPHREYS:
It is very smoky this a. m. There is no change in enemy's guns

or trooJls in front of Fifth Corps.
Very respectfully,

GEO. J. CLARKE,
First Lieutenant, Signal Carps, U. S. Army.
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FIFTH CORPS,
May 21, HIli4-6.30 a. m.

CHAS, GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

General HUMPHRE1"B:

Just received following:
HEADQU4RTEBS FmsT DIv1BION, FIJI"I'B CoRPS-8.30 A. II.

Gent-ral W ARRXN :
The enem,. is in force in my front, his artillery in plain Bight, and beforE" I ad

vance DlY pickets, I desire this fact to be known. A far stronger forl'e than my
picket-line is risible.

HEA.DQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-6.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The object of advancing your pickets is to ascertain as far as such

an operation will admit, the force and position of the enemy. If
you are satisfied the enemy- is in as full force as he was yesterdav.
and are positive of this WIthout advancing your pickets, thQY need
not be advanced, although no objection is soon to their being pushed
out even under the above conditiOn.

MEADE.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN:
General Warren directs that your pickets fire away occasionally

at the enemy's, and ascertain all they can and report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
Assistant AdJutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 18li4.-7.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that if you are not
attacked before 10 o'clock this morning you withdraw at that hour
and proceed to the Telegraph road at Massaponax Church and follow
that road, crossing the Po at Stanard's Mill, and take ,Position
on the right bank of the Po. If practicable, you will relIeve the
portion of the Sixth Corps serving with you before withdrawing.
Be careful not to pass across or on the edge of the open fields of
Anderson's farm, as they are in full view of the enemy. Upon
withdrawing, you will direct Major Forsyth to report to General

right. At Massaponax Church you will find Lieutenant-Colonel
Pope, with a cavalry detachment, who is directed to report to you.

ou will use him m establishing and keeping up communication
etween your right and General Burnside's command. General

Burn ide is ill position on the left of Wright.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff·
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
.J[ay 21, 1864-7.35 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel Pope will a.lso be used by

you in establIshing and keeping up communication with General
Hancock, who is ordered to take position on the right bank of the
Po, near Milford Station.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mador-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864.

General W A~REN :
Please give the telegraph party at your headquarters timely notice

of your movement that the wire may be taken up. The work, I
suppose, should he begun the moment your troops commence the
movement.

S. WILLIAMS,
A.ssistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTER~ ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864.

General WARREN:
An hour and a half will be the least time in which the line

between here and your headquarters can be taken up.
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

FIFTH CORPS,
May 21,1864-8.25 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
What time would .you like to have my picket-line withdrawn?

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
.J[ay 21, 1864-8.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps:
You can withdraw your pickets as soon as your column is well

under way. Wright is notified that you withdraw at 10 o'clock. If
you can let me know about what hour your pickets will be withdrawn,
I will notify General Wright so that he can arrange accordingly.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

l!'IFTH CORPS,
May 21, 1864-8.35 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
Can be able to withdraw my pickets at 11 o'clock.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General. i

,J
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HEADQli ARTKRS ARMY OJo' TilE POTOMAC,
May :n, l~(j-l-!l.alla. m.

General W AHREN:
Vlhat road do you intend to withdraw by? The ford over the Ny

near the Anderson house is very bad-almost impas:;able from holes.
If you move in that direction you had better keep down until yon
reach the roads and briJges made by Wright from the Myers house.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Gelll'ral awl Chi'i of /:)'faff.

G. K. WARREN,
~Jfa.ior-General.

General HUMPHREYS:
I have made crossing places myself. I ex~t to keep between

the Ny and the Anderson house-out of SIght. I shall begin
promptly at 10 a. m., if General Russell gets out of my way. I re
lieved him at once on receipt of your order this morning. No
demonstration by the enemy yet.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-9.45 a. m.

General WARREN:
The ID.ajor-general commanding directs that instead of the route

indicated to you, you will proceed to Guiney's Brid~e by way of
Massaponax Church and Guiney's Station, instpad of taking' the
Telegraph road from MassaJ>Onax Church. Report your arrival
there and what you meet. The bridge is now held by the enemy,
supposed to be cavalry.

MAY 21, 1864-10 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS:

General Russell got his orders one hour and forty minutes ago
and yet he has not begun to pass. As his road crosses mine I have
to wait for him. I am all ready to move.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-Gene1·al.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 181j.1-10 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The cavalry assign_ed to you, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel

Pope. is at Massaponax Church. If you do not go to that place, you
win please send an officer to Colonel Pope with your instructions
for the cavalry.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant A({jutaut-Genernl.

--'---'- -



56 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. (CoAP. XLVIII.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. \VILLIAMS,
Asst. Adit. Gen., Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the followin~corrected re
port of prisoners taken on the 19th instant. Heavy artIllery brigade,
Colonel Kitching commanding, 70, sent direct to head_quarters Army
of the Potomac; Third Brigade, Second Division, Colonel Bower
man commanding, 34, sent to headquarters Army of the Potomac ;
Third Division, Brigadier-General Crawford commanding, 12, sent
to headquarters Army of the Potomac May 20, 1864; total, 116.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G, K. WARREN,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-4 p. m.

. Major-General W AHREN:
The major-general commanding directs that you send your cavalry

to eize the bridge across the Til., and a portion of them to picket at
Downer's Bridge. He directs that you move out beyond Catlett's,
taking the left-hand road from that place, and send forward a force
in advance to hold the cro8Sing of Ta River. The crossing referred
to is that which leads to Madison's Ordinary. General Burnside is
ordered to advance and take possession of the crossing of the Ta at
Thornburg. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Wright follows Burnside.
A. A. H.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-5.15 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Cornman<ling Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs you to have a brigade this
side of the bridge to protect these headquarters, which are estab
lished at the point where the road branches to cross Guiney's Bridge.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

~.,

. MAY 21, 1864-6 p. m. /
MaJor-General HUMPHREYS: - (.

I have directed Major Mitchell to stop the Maryland Brigade: /'
which follows my wagon train, and protect your camp. I have tola, _
th cavalry officer to push out to seize the crossing of the Ta River'l'
and will send a brigade aiter it at once. I do not understa~a
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whether you intend me to mOVfl my whole command across the Ta
River or stop to-night in front of Clitlett's. I will have time to gf't
an answer from you before I can get my troops in hand on this side.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY 011' THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-6.15 p. m.

Major-General WARREN, Comdg. Fifth Corps:
Your dispatch received. It was not intended that you should

move your whole command across the Ta River, but that you should
move "1t beyond Catlett's on the left-hand road, and send a sufficient
force across the Ta at the bridge to hold it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Slaff.

MAY 21, 1864.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General ami Chief of Slaff:

COMMANDING Oll'FICER FIIl'TH CORPS:
Let us have anything that transpires. Michler was sent on road

from Catlett's t<J blacksmith shop on Telegraph road crossing the
Po; not heard from yet.

G. K. WARREN,
M ajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS:
May 21, 1864-8 p. In.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I have sent General Griffin, who is just arriving, to camp on the

road you desilPU'ted to the Ta River about one-third of a mile be
yond the forkS of the road. General Crawford holds out on the
right fork It miles, and near him are the vedettes of the enemy's
cavalry. I sent my escort out till they ran against them. I sent
some cavalry to ~icket the bridge below, and the rest, followed by
Kitching's brigade I have sent to the crossing of the To., about 21
miles from here. I have not yet heard the result. Major Roebling
is with the party. I saw Mrs. Schooler, whose husband is a captain
in Lee's army, and she was utterly surprised at our appearance l1ere.
General Crawford Bends me the following: "From information I
have received, the enemy are intrenched at Stanard's Mill on the
road turning to the right at the Mud Tavern, about 3 miles from
here." I will send you word again as soon as I hear from Kitching.
I shall not be able to communicate with General Burnside to-night.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DETACHMENT,
Whipple's Store, May 21, 1864-9 p. m.

AssISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, FIIl'TH ARMY CORPS:
8m: I have the honor to report that, with my command, I crossed

the Ta without opposition, and moved to Whipple's Store. Thence
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-Gene'ral.

seut a squadron to Downer's Bridge, picketing thence to the infantry
left. I also have pickets to the right of this place for It miles, and
am camped with r080rve on the south side of the Ta near the road.
I desire also to represent that my command is out of forage and ra
tions. I-sent for both this a. m., but the commissary reports that
the trains of Cavalry Corps moved this a. m. to Bowling Green, and,
therefore, he was not able to get from them the supplies I expected.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
E. M. POPE,

Lieutenant-Colonel E-ighth New York Ca'/Jalry.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864-9.30 p. m.

Major-General HDMPHREYS:
Major Roebling has just returned. Colonel Kitching has gained

the high bank beyond the Ta. His command nearly all gave out on
the march, so that he reached there with about 500 men. Our cav
alry preceded him and met with no op:position to speak of., How
much force must I send to re-enforce hIm? Will it be safe for the
rest of the army for me to send Cutler's division? As you know the
relations of all parts of the army it is probably a questIon for you to
decide rather than me. After you cross the 'fa there is a low, open
bottom extending 2 miles up the stream, Imile wide, then you ascend
a gel}tle slope that is covered with oak wood, then from the summit
is an open level count}'Y. At the summit is Madison's StOre, which is
It miles from Nancy Wright's, and here Kitching and the cavalry
are, 5 miles from the Guiney Bridge. I believe the bridge over the
Ta is called Hamilton's Bridge. It is a ricket~ truss bridge unfit for
artillery, but the ford is good and the stream IS about the size of the
Ny at our last camp.

Respectfully,

P. S.-Pope's cavalry went out to Nancy Wright's and then came
back to Madison's. Mrs. Washing1;on, who sent the note I forwarded
to you, lives about a mile south ofGuiney's Bridge. I have sent the
colored man up.

MAY 21, 1864-10.30 p. m.
COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS:

Your dispatch by Captain Cadwalader received. Under the pres
ent circumstances Cutler's division had better remain where it IS.

11.15 P. M.

P. S.-The commanding general directs that you send your trains
back across the Mattapony to Guiney's Station at once, or that vicin
ity. The information we have is to the effect that Burnside arid
Wrig-ht cannot unite with you by way of Stanard's Mill, and they
will have to he broui'ht round. Therefore withdraw Kitching, leav-
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S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

SATURDAY, May 21, 1864-5 p. m.

ing the cavalry at the brid~e and take up as strong a position as you
can find, with your whole foreo ill the vicinity of Catlt>tfll. with
drawing Crawford as fa.r back as necel'SQry for that purpose, but
leaving some mounted men or infantry where Iw is.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Gweral (md Chief of staff·

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARllY CORl'S,
May ~l, u~rI4.

The command will be prepared to move to-morrow by 4 a. m., the
object being to take up at that time a defensive position in this vicin
ity to receive an attack of the enemy should he advance in this direc
tion. Further instructions will be sent at the time 88 regards the
position to be taken. This is rendered necessary by difficulties hav
mg been met by General Burnside in getting to the position assigned
him.

By command of Major-General Warren:
. A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
Saturday, May 21, 1864.

[General WARREN:]
GENERAL: From the information I have received the enemy 801'0

intrenched at Stanard's Mill, on the road turning to the right at the
Mud Tavern, about 3 miles from here.

Very respectfully,

[General WARREN:]

- GENERAL: I have the ridge; do you wish me to go farther?
Respectfully,

S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier- General.

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
. }.fay 21, 18G4.

Captam WOOD,
Aetg. Asst. Acljt. Gen., 1st Brig., 4th Di1'., 5th Army Corps:

CAPTAIN: The flag of the Fiftieth Virr'uia wa.q captured in the
first day's battle by Private John N. Ope, of G Company, Seventh
Indiana. I regret that it has not been forwarded before this, but it
was sent to the rear and only brought up this morning.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. C. BANTA,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Rf'giment.
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J. HOWARD KITCHING.

[General WARREN:]
GENERAL: I have 'the hOllor to report that I have reached this

place with my command,. and have taken up my position as below.
My force is quite insufficient to hold the position against a deter
mined attack, as this country is entirely open. I am throwing up a
rail barricade (having no tools), and will hold on as long as possible.
I would ask, general, that when it can be done with proprIety, my
command be allowed some time to rest, as we have been doing
picket duty so constantly that officers and men are completelyex
hausted. If I can find any cattle here I will appropriate them as
you suggest.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864. (Received 5.30 a. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
At 2 a. m. the rebel bugles in front of the Third Division were

blown. At 3 their drums beat and they began moving toward their
right, apparently moving artillery, wagons, and cattle. The sound
of the movement passed first along the line from their left toward
the right, and then ap'peared to be toward their rear. They were
chopping during the mght in front of our extreme left. This is the
report of the officer in charge of the Third Division pickets. He
says he would have reported earlier, but that he did not ascertain
the facts definitely for some time, as the sounds were a good deal
confused.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

SIXTH CORPS, May 21, 1864-7.10 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS:

The general officer of the day reports that since sending reJ>Ort this
morning he had discovered that the rebel picket-line in front of
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H. G. WRIGHT,
Major- General.

Third Division is protected by works of such heights that they have
shelter-tents behind them almost concealed, and they have as strong
a. line in men as I have. About 400 yards in rf:ar of them are some
works with two embankments that look as if intended for guns.
Between their picket-line and these works is a ~rfectly clear field.
I have suspended the advance until the relievmg of the pickets,
which is now commencing, is completed.

H. G.' WRIGHT,
Major-General.

, HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-7.30 a. In.

Major-General WRIGHT, ComnJ,anding Sixth Corps:
Major-General Warren is directed to withdraw at 10 o'clock, if not

attacked before tha.t time. If practicable he will return to you the
portion of your corps serving with him before he withdraws. He
will direct Major Forsyth, commanding cavalry detachment, picket
ing on our right, to report to you. Upon the withdrawal of General
Warren you will occupy the line selected yesterdf'y,

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

SIXTH CORPS,
}'Iay 21, 1864-7.45 a. m.

.Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
I shall be ready to occupy my new line on the withdrawal of Gen

eral Warren. I have made no arrangements for occupying position
at Anderson's house, understanding from the major-general com
manding that it was not imI>Ortant to hold it. Is thIS right? If
desired, I could occupy it with a couple of brigades and a battery,
but doubt the propriety of doing so.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-8.10 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT, Comdg. SW:.th Army Corps:
Your dispatch of 7.45 a. m. received. The commanding general

directs that you use your own judgment in relation to occupymg the
Anderson house.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mnjor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
May 21, 1864.-8.10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
If you can spare an engineer officer to remain with me, I shall be

glad to have hIm. Lieutenant Benyaurd, who has been with me all
night, but who has gone back to camp, has been of KI"eat service.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

-~-~._----
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MAY 21, 1864.
Major-General WRIGHT:

Lieutenant Benyaurd is ordered to join you.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-8.25 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT:
The major-general commanding directs me to say that you will

probably move to-night and follow Hancock's route via Massaponax
Church, Guiney's Station, and Bowling Green to Milford Station
and over the Mattapony. General Burnside would move at the same
time as yourself, taking the route between the Ny and the Po, cross
ing the latter at Stanard's Mill, following Warren.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

SIXTH CORPS,
May 21, 1864-8.25 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS :
Can you tell me about how many cavalry in Major Forsyth's

command?
H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

The cavalry detachment consists of 450 men. They can only be
used for pickets, vedettes, and scouts.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-9 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

General Warren reports that he will be able to withdraw his pickets
at 11 o'c;:lock.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO,
May 21, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Cornmanding Sixth Corps:

No dispatches have been received from you since the movement
of to-day commenced. 'I'he commanding general desires that you
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will report by Captain Bates the condition of affairs with )'"ourself,
as also with General BurnRide. A detachment of cavalrY_Is watch
ing the roads from the vicinity of Massaponax Church to Hamilton's
Crossing. The commanding general wishes you to keep up frequent
communica.tion with these headquarters. Captain Bates will iudi-
cate to you the locality of headquarters. .

Very respectfully, &c.,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS. ] HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS.
May 21, 18H4-.

This division will move this afternoon, following the Second Divis
ion, in the followin~ order: First Brigade, Third Brigade, Second
Brigade, Fourth BrIgade. The infantry will give the road as much
as possible to the artillery and trains moving on the right of the road.

By colD.tnand of Brigadier-General Russell :
HENRY R. DALTON,

Ass,istam Adjutant-General.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 21, 1864-7 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Ninth Army Corps:

The Thirteenth Pennsylvania and Fifth New York Cavalry, under
Colonel Hammond, are now on your left. I know nothing of Cap
tain Pike's company, no orders having been given it from theso
headquarters.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-7 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
I will order the tools to meet us at our next camp. There were

enough at Fredericksburg and Belle Plain, but all our trains move
to-day to Guiney's Station. I have not seen Captain Morris lately,
though I have made every effort.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brigadier-General and Chief Quartermaster.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864.

General RAWLINS, Chief of Staff :
Have you any news ~hat you can communicate this morning from

Sheridan or other armIes?
~A. E. BURNSIDE.

Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OIl' THE UNITED STATES,
• May 21, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
No news except that Sheridan is on his way back. Last heard

from at Baltimpre Store.
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OIl' THE POTOMAC,
May 21, 1864-8 a.m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Major-General Meade has directed that the telegraph line leading

to your headquarters be taken up at 9 a. m. The party is now at
your headquarters for the purpose. Please give tlie necessary in
structions.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OIl' THE UNITED STATES,
May 21, 1864-8.25 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Ninth Army Corps:

If Geueral Warren's movement is succesaful, your corps and
Wrig~t'swill move to-night, the latter following ~ancockt and you
followmg Warren on the Tehlgraph road. The actIOn of the. enemy
may change or modify this. You want to keep as close to the enemy
as possible, and report any movement of his you may observe. At
10 a. m. my headquarters will be removed to Massaponax Church.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OIl' THE UNITED STATES,
May 21, 1864-9.30 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

The route to be taken by Warren has been changed from the Tel
egraph road. He will move by Massaponax Church to Guiney"s
Bridge. Your route has not been changed. It will be, when or
dered, the Telegraph road by Stanard's Mill, unless otherwise di.
rected. Wright will follow you.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES· OIl' THE UNITED STATES,
Massaponax Church, May 21, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: You may move as soon as practicable upon the receipt
of this order, taking the direct ridge road to where it intersects the
Telegraph road, thence by the latter road to Thornburg Cross-Roads.

[" IIZI C bvGoogle
.L
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If the enemy occupy the cl"OSl'ling of the Po in such force as to pre
vent you uSIng it, then you will hold the north tlide at StaIllml"tl
Mill ·unt.il your whole column is passed, and movo to Guinf'y'tl
Bridge. General Wright will follow you and will covor the crU88
in~ of the Po for his own corps. At Guiney's Bridgo you will ro
celve further directions if you are forced to take that road. If tlUC
cessful in crossing at Stanard's, your march will end at Thornburg.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
J(ay 21, 1864--7 ~ UL

Major-General CRPrrENDEN,
Commanding First Division:

GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you detail a
party of 500 men to report to Major Morton at these headquarters as
soon as possible. They will bring with them their intrenching tools.
A proper guard for thlS working party will be furnished by Goneral
Potter. You will please have them report at the earliest possible
moment.

By command of Major-General Burnside:
D. R. LARKED,

Oaptain and Assistant Ac:ijulant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRsT DIVISION PICKET-LINE,
May 21, 1864.

Lieut. C. J. MILLS,
A. A. A. G., First Division, Ninth Army Corps:

8m : I have the honor to report that I have advanced the picket
line according to orders. The picket-liM on the left of this divis
ion I did not move as it did form an acute an~le with the line of
tho Fifth Corps. The right is advanced about 80 rods, and is within
25 rods of the enemy's pickets, which are strongly posted on a ridg-e,
which runs through an open field directly in our front. The enemy's
rifle-pits are very strong and cannot be taken, in my opinion, by the
skirmish line. I have lost several men in making the advance.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant.
H. H. RICHARDSON,

Maj. 21st Mass. Vola., Div. Officer of Day, 1st Div., 9th A. C.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Near Spotsylvania Court-H0118e, May 21, 1864-8.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Oommanding Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps:

Since the writing of instructions to you last evening, the whole of
our sup~ly trains have been ordered forward from Fredericksburg to
Guiney s Station. Immediately upon the rear of these trains passing
your lmes, you will follow them with your command, and take up
such position at Guiney's Station as to best protect and cover them
from. the enemy at that point.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS.

Brigadier-General and Chitj of Slaff.
5 a a-VOL XXXVI, PT IU
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P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
White Ho'use, May 21, 1864-9.30 a.. m.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division:

My DEAR GENERAL: Three transports and two gun-boats arrived
at West Point last night. I have sent for them to come here this
morning. As soon as they get here I will supply Merritt's division,
and send it to Old Church, and Jet you come oack to get lour sup
plies. As soon as I hear from Custer you can go to 01 Church.
The gun-boats do not like to come up the Pamuukey on account of
torpedoes, but I still hope to get them up. If they do not come, we
will be obliged to go to West Point to get supplies. Forsyth in
formed me that he notified you that we moved to White House this
morning.

HDQRS. CAVALRyCORPS, ARMY OF THB POTOMAC,
White House, Va., May 21, 1864-5.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Divi..tion:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you with
draw your command, also General Wilson's division, to this place in
order to obtain forage and rations. The general has heard nothing
from General Custer and desires to know if you have any tidings of
him. If so, please send in word as soon as possible.

E. B. PARSONS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
May 21, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. H. WILSON,
Commanding Third Division, Cavalry Corps:

GENERAL: Brigadier-General Gregg, commanding cavalry force
near Cold Harbor, directs that you move your division from its
present position to White House, starting at 3 a. m. to-morrow.
Arrived at White House, you will r(3port to major-general com
manding Cavalry Corps. The Second Division will march at 4 a. m.
to-morrow. Rations and forage will be supplied the divisions at the
White House.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-Gweral.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Camp at Belle Plain, May 21, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt at 10 a. m. to-day of
your dispatch of 9.30 last evening, and every possible preparation
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for contingent movements will be made accordingly. Thf' roads are
now essentially in very good condition between thIS Hond Fredericks
burg, and I expect to withdraw the command from them to-morrow,
except one large 'company for the care of the brid~es and the repairs
of the roads. The bridge received from Washmgton on the l!)th
for that place was sent over as early as it was possible to procure
transportation from the quartermaster's department, the last half
of the animals only being supplied at 4 a. m. to-day. I ordered the
bridge to be laid (to replace the poptoollS from the front) this fore
noon, and I doubt not that it was so laid.

In the anticipation that possibly all animals may be otherwise
needed, I have also directed the officer there in case that his bridges
move by water, to raft them with the trucks on the rafts ready for
towing, and to comply with calls of the military governor of Fred
ericksburg, or other superior officer there. The large amount of
bridge material here will be ~ot ready for moving as far as circum
stances will permit. Certam circullist,ances cause me to deem it
proper to inform the commanding general that when I received the
orders from the Adjutant-General of the Army to repair here with
my brigade, though I immediately applied to the Quartermaster's
Department for transportation, it was not furnished for twenty
two hours after, when some four to five hours were used by them to
load. the wagons and animals, yet we arrived here and had a wharf
nearly built within forty-two hours after the first receipt of the or
der; but had that transportation been furnished within even sixteen
hours, even after it was applied for, we should have been at work
here in twenty-four hours after.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. BENHAM,

Brigadier- General.

BELLE PLAIN, ,May 21, 1864-8 p. m.
(Received 8.20 p. m.)

WAR DEPABTH:U:NT:
Three hundred infantry and' abou~ 200 cavalry went forwartl

to-day, guarding trains. About 1,200 infantry (Brigadier-Genel'HoI
Lockwood's command), just debarked, will be sent on. Four hUII
dred and eighty-nine enlisted men and 8 officers rebel pri~OIHJrs,

received. Officers go to Washington, men to Point Lookout, to-mor
row.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

MAY 21, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff:

Telegram of May 20 received about 2 a. m. this date. Troops com
ing to you guarding trains en route.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.



68 OPERATIONS IN BE. VA. AND N. C. [CIU.P. XLVIiI.

MAY 21, 18G-!-8 p. m.
Colonel HOFFMAN,

Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C. :
Colonel Cesnola, commanding dismounted cavalry guarding pris

oners, reports having received 48fl enlisted men, 8 officers, rebels.
The officers go to Washington to-morrow under guard.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

FREDERICKSBURG, May 21, 1864.
(Received 4.10 a. m.)

Hon. E. 'M. STANTON, Secretary of War:
I have the honor to inform you that 63 citizens of this place, 14 of

whom are accused of having been engaged in sending our wounded
soldiers to Richmond, were sent under guard to W ashin~n at G
o'clock this morning. A list of their names is with the officer com
manding thu guard. Nothing has yet been seen of Mayor Slaughter.

ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SAINT MARY'S DisTRICT,
Point Lookout, J-Id., May 21, 1864.

Commodore PARKER, Saint Mary's, Md.:
I have sent a sergeant with 22 men to Piney Point, and a lieuten

ant to consult with you about Blackiston's Island. The cavalry de
tachment cannot be spared from Leonardtown.

. A. G. DRAPER,
Colonel Thirty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops, Comdg.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 21, 1864-6.30 p. m.

(Received ~.45 a. m. 22d.)
Hon. HENRY WILSON,

Chairman Military Committee:
Please send me what is the precise state of General Gillmore's

name before the Senate. if not inconsistent with the public service.
Have you received a letter from me, under date of May 7? Please
answer by telegraph.

WASHINGTON, May 21, 1864.
Brig. Gen. M. C. MEIGS and
Brig. Gen. J. G. BARNARD,

Present:
GENERALS: Lieutenant-General Grant directs that you immedi-'

ately proceed to army on James River, examine the position which
it occupies and means of defense. You will report on the supplies
awl whether gun-boats can be spared for the Rappahannock and
York Rivers. General Grant wishes particularly to know what is

I

I

.----J
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being done there, and what, in your judgment, it is adviRable to do.
This of course involves an e!:ltimate of the enerny"!:l force and
defensHB, the condition of our army, whether active operatiolls on
our part are advisable, or whether It should limit itself to its defl'll
sive position, and, if so, what troops can be spared from that
department to re-enforce the Army of the Potomac. You will
report by telegraph the result of your observations, as dirf'cted in
the telegram of General Grant. If troops can be spared from the
James River the number will be telegraphed to the War Department
for the proper orders, and the Quartermaster-General will prepare
the transportation to Belle Plain or Port Royal, as may be dlrectt·d.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

GILLMORE'S, May 21, 18/14.
Major-General BUTLER:

I will report the number of engineer tools as soon as I get reports
from the officer in charge of them. General Walker i!:l not dpad,
but doing well, and can be moved very well.

Q. A. GILLMORE.
Major-Oene rell.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Hatcher's, ra., May 21, 1RG4.

(Received 1.40 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER,

Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina:
GENERAL: What shall be done with Confederate General Walker?

He is in a good condition for removal to-day.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

GILLMORE'S.
(Received 2.05 p. m.)May 21, 1864.

General BUTLER:
As the woods are now being cut in the ravine on my right, I would

recommend not to build the parapet for the 3D-pounders until we
ascertain the best p<>sition for it. The slashing may open out our
view considerably. I asked this morning for ten or twelve 8-inch
siege mortars for my lines.

GILLMORE'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864.

Colonel SHAFFER:
I believe my arrangements to prevent surprise are sufficient.

am going to the front at 3.30 o'clock myiJelf.
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

I
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
. May 21, 1864-4.30 p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
GENERAL: The commanding general directs that you place a

picket reserve of about 60 men in front of the west face of the new
redoubt, in front of Ames' left. The officer commanding this picket
reserve will throw some of his men into the woods in advance and
communica.te with Captain Pride, First Connecticut Heavy Artil
lery, commanding the garrison of the redoubt; also, that you will
direct your engineers to complete a strong abatis around that redoubt
at once, continuing the work all night until completed.

Very respectfully,
G. WEITZEL,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Trenches, May 21, 1864-9 p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I have inspected the

advance battery in front of General Ames' position, and find that it
will be essentially completed, abatis and all, III about an hour. They
have but 50 rounds of ammunition t.o each gun. I find General
Ames relieved from work in the trenches, and have made requisition
on General Turner for 600 men.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
EDWARD W. SERRELL,

Oolonel of Engineers, New York Volunteers.

On the right, 480 at work.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864-9.06 p. m.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

Colonel SHAFFER:
General Ames reports troops massing in the wood in front of the

right of his picket-line. I have ordered him to strengthen his
pickets there.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864-9.1:t p. m.

Major-General BUTLER,
Commanding Department:

GENERAL: If the enemy make an assault on our works it will be
in Ames' front, and I would respectfully suggest that a reserve force
from the extreme left of the line be moved to Ames' support every
morning at 3.30, to return to their own position after sunrise.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General,

l
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GILLlIORE'~,

May tI, 1864.

GBNERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, lRti4-1O.05 p. m.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-Gene ral.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864---10.10 p. m

Major-Genera.l BUTLBR :
A general order from department headquarters of YE'8terday &88igns

General Martindale to the command of the Second Division, Tf'nth
Army Corps. I presume it is n clerical mistake.

Q. A. GILLMORE.
Mujo/·-UnIPml.

General GILLMORB:
Your dispatch in relation to a force from the Eightl:'enth Corps is

·received. By ~neral order for disposition of forces in case of at
tack. it is provIded that two brigades of Brooks' division shall he
held in reserve 011 his right, which is next to Ames' left, so that. the
contingency you suggest has thus been provided for.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-Gt'lleral.

General GILLMORB :
Has general order in relation to disposition of trool)S aloll~ the

lines been received and complied with? Let General Terry slash at
the ra.vine in his front all night, so that it may be ready for the gun
boat firing in the morning. Let him report progress to these head
quarters.

HBADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Haf-eher's, Ira., May 21, 1864.

aj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER,
ComcZg. Deparlme71t of Virginia and Norlh Carolina:

E 'ERAL : My troops are disposed as nearly in accordance with
the order as the nature of the ground will permit. General Terry
has been directed to contiuue the slashing, although very little can

effected at that kiud of work at night time iu a dark ravine. To
m 1'1' w I will open other roads in rear of intrenchments, so as to

t m regiments xactly in comIJliance with the order.
ery re pectfully, your obe(}ient servant,

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, ltIuy 21, 1864-11.20 p. m.

£ajor- eneral BUTLER:
Th atta k wa on Amo ' right, but his pickots have not been

dri en in.
Q. A. GILLMORE._
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SPECIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. Hi. In the Field, near Hakher's, Va., May 21,1864.

1. The following changes are hereby ordered in the organization
of the divisions named. Battery M, First U. S. Artillery, trans
ferred from the First to the Third Division. Li~ht Company E,
Third U. S. Artillery, transferred from the ThIrd to the First
Division.

* * * * * * *
By commanu of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:

ED. W. SMITH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant' Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864-10.25 a. m.

Generals TERRY, TURNER, and KAUTZ:
The enemy have made an attack on Hinks, on other side of Appo

mattox; it may be only a diversion. We may be attacked. Keep
your troops well in hand and assume command of all artillery within
the limits of your line. The First Regiment Connecticut Artillery
are available for serving their guns and manning parapets as in
fantry.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Hatcher's, Va., May 21, 1864-10 p. m.

Brig. Gen. JOHN W. TURNER,
Commanding Second Di'L'ision:

GENERAL: Have your command under arms at 3.30 a. m. to-mor
row, the 22d instant, and march them to the field in rear of General
Ames' position.

By command of Major-General Gillmore:
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

Copt.,47th New York Vols., and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 21, 1864.

Col. vV. B. BARTON,
Commanding Second Brigade:

COLONEL: You will have your command under arms at 3.30 a. m.
to-morrow and march to the front, taking position in the field in rear
of General Ames' division.

By order of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner:
P. A. DAVIS,

Oaptain and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[lndorlle~t.l

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Fiekl, May 21, 1864.

R. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assist,(wt Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS, May 21, 1864.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPM, .
Near Ware Bottom Church, ra., .!tIay 21, ISM.

Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH,
• .Assistant Adjutant-General, Tellth Army Corps:

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following extract from
a. commuuication just received from the division officer of the picket
line of my command: " I find the enemy are concentrating on the
right of my line and left of General Terry's, under cover of the
timber."

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. AMES,

Brigadier-General.

General TERRY:
The major-general comma.ndin~directs unless very strong already

you strengthen the left of your pIcket-line.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Capt.,47th New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, HfLtcher's, Va., May 21, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. AMES,
Commanding Third Division, Tenth Corps:

GENERAL: The following orders have been received from depart
ment headquarters, which you will take measures to have carried
into effect immediately.·

By command of Major-General Gillmore :
ED. W. SMITH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS, Jfay 21, 1864.
Major-General SMITH:

The general orders issned last night, ordering Generl\l Martindale
to duty, should have read" Eighteenth" instead of" Tenth" Army
Corps.

Major-General SMITH:
Have you made the dispositions directed in general order as to

troo})S on the lines, especially as regards the two reserve brigades on
Brooks' right, Ames' left, as General Ames reports the massing of
troops on his front?

*Bee Butler to Gillmore, 4.80 p. m., p. 70.
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, SMITH'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864.

General BUTLER:
Will send you word the moment the division commandem report

their troops in position.
WM. F. SMITR,

Major-General.

N. BOWEN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-GeneTal.

GENERAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No.2!. In the Field, Va., May 21, 1864.

1. The general commanding orders that commanders will in no
wise chan~e their ca:mps to low or marshy ground.

II. Durmg the eXIstence of the order from deJlartment hea.dqual'~

tel's requiring trooJ?s of this command to be under arms at 3.30 a.
m., a ration of whISky and quinine, or coffee if preferred, will be
issued to them.

By command of Major-General Smith:

MAY 21, 1864-8.40 a. m.
Colonel DUNCAN:

You will please have Lieutenant Hamlon's section of the Third
New York Artillery at the wharf ready to embark at 10.30 this a. m.

RINKS,
General.

MAY 21, 1864-10 a. m.

LIVERMORE,
Captain.

Lieutenant WILBER:
Disembark the artillery from the Mattano and embark Lieutenant

Ranson's section immediately.

MAY 21, 1864-5 p.,m.
Colonel FULLER:

Fort Powhatan is attacked. Can you let me have a steamer to
carry down 600 men immediately? Answer immediatel~.

RINKS,
General.

MAY 21, 1864.
(Received 5.15 p. m.)

General.HINKs :
The boat will be sent at once.

FULLER,
Colonel.
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MAY 21, 1864-fj,45 p. m.
(Re<:eived 6.1 fj p. m.)

General BUTLER :

General Wild reports that Fort Powhatan has been attacked. I
shall proceed thither at once with a part of the Fifth Regiment. This
ma.y be a ruse to weaken our force at City Point. Will you send a
gun-boat to cover our rifht flank at City Point on the AppomattolC
River. Colonel RUBBeI, Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry, will be in
command here during my absence.

E. W. HINKS,
Brigadier-General.

MAY 21, 1864.
(Received 8. 45 p. m.)

COIIHANDING OFFICER, City Point, Va.:
Be careful against surprise. If the enemy attacks he will probably

attack at daylight, but at no hour let the command be unprepared.
Be specially careful these foggy mornings. Let the troops under
st.'\nd that if they hold out we can have re-enforcements to them
within a couple of hours; that will prevent panic. Visit your piek
eta personally and see that they are aoing tlieir duty.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Ma.ior-General, Commanding.

FORT POWHATAN, May 21, 1864-9 p. m.
Major:General BUTLER:

All quiet here. No enemy in sight. .A. few shots from our guns
entirely scattered them. Affairs were much exaggerated by a staff
officer of General Wild. Shall return to City Point as BOOn as I have
inspected our lines. Colonel Kiddoo is the right man in the right
place, and sufficient for any affair that is likely to occur here.

HINKS,
Brigadier-General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 21, 1864.

aptain DODGE, Assi.siant Quartermasfe1':
PT IN: Please send the Winants to Fort Powhatan immedi

at I r. Let the captain report" to commantling officer there and bring
bac - a ment'of condition of things there.

By ord r of Major-General Butler:
R. O'BRIEN.

PI e acknowledge receipt.

BERMUDA, May 21, 1864.
R. -BRIEN:

Dil at h to Captain Dodge received. The Greyhound has gone
r Powhatan in place of the Win:1uts, which had previously

n _ ail arriv d at 6.30.
C. E. FULLER,

Lie1denant-Colonel and Quarterma.sfer.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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MAY 21, 1864-7.30 a. m.
Captain DODGE:

I wish to move my command across the river to Bermuda to-day.
Can you furnish transportation? If so, send it over at once.

KAUTZ,
General.

MAY 21, 1864.
(Received 9 a. m.)

General KAUTZ:
Will send transportation for your command immediately. Un

fortunately, I am using the ferry-boats to transfort pontoon-boats
and cannot transport your cavalry as rapidly as could wish.

C. E. FULLER,
Colonel.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
Aiken's Landing, May 21, 1864--4.30 p. m.

(Via Fort Monroe, 11.30 a. m. 24th.
Received 12.15 p. m.)

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Na1'Y:

No change in the situation. No news from Richmond. The state
ment by the srecial correspondent of the Tribune, professedly written
from Genera Butler's headquarters, that General Butler sent his
aide, Major Ludlow, to ask me to co-operate in the attack on Fort
Darling, is entirely untrue. General Butler never gave me any
notice of his intended movement against Fort Darling, and never
asked me for any co-operation against Fort Darling. To-day Gen
eral Butler gave me to understand that his attack on Fort Darling
was a feint.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

NORFOLK, May 21, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER:

I have ordered Kautz's dismomited men and District of Columbia
Cavalry to embark as fast as transportation is furnished. They will
go immediately; the guns from Rmggold have been sent.

GEO. F. SHEPLEY,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May 21, 1864.

Col. P. J. CLAASSEN,
Commanding Outposf,'t

(Through General Harland):
COLONEL: The general commanding directs me to say that he

wishes all of the One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Volun
teers concentrated immediately at the railroad landing at your camp,

__J
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U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

ready for transportation by rail. All their camp and garriRon equi
page will be taken. You will send a staff officer to eXI){'ditll the
movement. .As soon as they are ready. you will tele~raph to Cap
tain Holdeu, acting chief quartermaster, who has been direetf>d to
send yon transportation. If the regiment can get off to-night so
much the better. Let them be moved as promlJtly as possible. You
will inform the commanding officer that he IS to go to Morelll'ad
with his command and report to Colonel Juurdan. The command
ing general wishes me to say in addition, that you and Colonel Sav
age must take care of the front for the present; other troops will be
sent you to replace the One hundred and fifty-eighth New York as
soon as possible. You will communicate this to Colonel Savage.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. JUDSON,

Assistant Adju.tallt-General.

GUINEY'S STATION,
May 22, 1864-8.30 a. m. (Received 5.30 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff:
We now occupy Milford Station and south of the MattapollY on

that line. I will now transfer our. depot to Port Royal at once.
Please direct the transfer of everythmg there.

U. S. GRANT,
Lie Idena lit-General.

BETHEL CHURCH, VA.,
May 22, 1864-8 p. m. (Received 8 a. m. 23d.)

lIaj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff:
The enemy have evidently fallen behind North Anna. Prisoners

have geen captured to-daY' from Pickett's di,:ision, and there is evi
dence of other troops havmg been sent from RIChmond also. Besides
these Breckinridge is said to have arrived. The force under Gen
eral Butler is not detaining 10,000 men in Richmond, and is not
even keeping the roads south of the city cut. Under these circum
stances I thin~ it advisable to have all of it here except enough to
keep a foothold at City Point. If they could all be brougoht at once
to Tappahannock or West Point hy water, that would be the he:;t
way to bring them. They might march across, but if the enemy
should fall back of the ~outh Anna this might become hazardous.
Send Smith in cornman.d, and send neither artillery. nor cavalry,
unless it is deemed expedIent to march over to West POUlt, thence up
north side to join this command. I shall be on the Anna to-morrow
or meet the enemy this side. Notify me which way they will be
sent.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, j-fny 22, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant has given notice that his lJase of HUp
plies will be immediately changed Crom Fredericksburg to Port
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Royal. Orders will be given accordingly to remove everything from
Fredericksburg, Belle Plain, and Aquia Creek to Port Royal. Re
pairs of railroad will cease, and all property not required at Port
Royal will be rf:lturned to Alexandria. Proper precautions will be
taken to have nothing destroyed and nothing left to be captured by
rebel guerrilla forces. The proper orders will also be gIven tt> all
trallBports of supplies leaving here, and also to all re-enforcements.

H. W. HALLECK,
Mqjor-General and Chi.ef of Staff.

-
(To Engineer, Quartermaster's, Commissary, Medical, and Rail

road Departments, and also to General Augur.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1864-7 a. m.

General WILLIAMS:
Direct General Ingalls to move the trains to Bowlin~Green. No

tify corps commanders of this fact and that five days rations must
be drawn to-night from the supply' train. The positIOns ordered for
the corps to-day are: Second at MIlford, Fifth at Harris' Store, Sixth
in rear of Fifth, Burnside at New Bethel Church, trains at Bowling
Green, headquarters at Bethel Church.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Mqjor-General.

MAY 22, 1864-8 a. m.
General WILLIAMS:

Notify the chiefs of staff departments that orders have been given
to return all empty wagons now at Fredericksburg and Belle Plain
loaded, after which, so soon as' the wounded are removed from
Fredericksb~lrg, that p~ace and Belle Plain will be abandoned, and
the depot WIll be establIshed at Port Royal, on the Rappahannock.

MEADE.

W. T. HOWELL,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp near New Bethel Church, May 22, 1864.

The CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, or
ACTING CHIEF QuARTERMASTE~,

At Corps Headquarters:
The major-general commanding has directed that all of the gen

eral supply trains of this army be moved to-morrow from Bowling
Green to the vicinity of Milford Station and parked. All empty
wagons present with the troops to-morrow will be sent to Milford
Station to rejoin their respective trains. They will be sent at such
times and by such roads as not to interfere with the marching of the
troops.

By command of Brigadier-Gbneral Ingalls, chief quartermaster,
Army of the Potomac :

CIRCULAR.]

...
.~.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY 011' THE POTOMAC,
Camp near G-UMley's Slalio1l, May 22, 186-1.

Brig. Gen. M. C. MEIGS,.
Quartermaster-General U. S. Army, Washingtml, D. C.:

I have the honor to inclose copies of the orders just issued by
Generals Grant and Meade in regard to a change of depots. 0.180
copies of my letters to the quartermasters at Belle Plain and FI'elI·
encksburg for your information. I have nQW earnestly to recom
mend that means of transportation be sent to Fredericksburg as rap.
idly as possible for the removal of those wounded. The trains of
wagons and ambulances will probably be required on the march to
Port Royal and at that place. They can be sent back to Washington
from that point when you wish. I would recommend that work on
the Aquia railroad be suspen/led forthwith. as the road may be dam
aged after the abandonment of Fredericksburg.

Very respectfully, .
RUFUS INGALLS,

Brig. Gen. and Chief Quarkrmaster, Army of the Potomac.

HEADQUARTERS ARBY 011' THE POTOMAC.
OFII'~CE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-G ENERAL,

May 22, 1864-11 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: We have 2 prisoners of war, a second lieutenant and

the forage-master of Rosser's brigade, taken yesterday evening at
9.08 this side of the Milford Station. The forage-master (apparently
a very frank fellow) declines to be exchanged, and says: Rosser's bri
gade left camp yesterday a. m. between 7 and 8 o'clock, 2i miles
above Spotsylvania Court-House, on road to Shady Grove, with
orders to go to Milford. As they passoo in the rear of the infantry
the wagon train of Ewell's corps was getting ready to move. On
the way, partly on main road to Guiney's and partly on by-roads,
and from Guiney's to Bethel Church, thence across Telegraph I'oad
toward Bowling Green 1 mile to a church, thence toward Milford,
and within 2 miles of it, saw no rebel infantry moving. He
topped at what he think was Wright's Tavern, 2 mil('s from Mil

ford. His brigade wa there, and he was sent hack for his train, our
troop bing known to be at Milford, ana his colonel saying he
thought it was a raiding party and he would have them whaled out
by the time the wagons came up. On his way back was captured.
W ked by an old citizen near the tavern how many Yallkecs he
hou ht there were at Milford. Said hedidn't know; perha.pH 3,1100.

Old citizen then said: If that is all, thet will likely be whipped by
the re-enforcements coming to General ee.

ery respectfully,
GEORGE H. SHARPE.

P. .-He says Ros er's brigade is about 800 strong, having lost
500 to 6 m n in the Wilderness. Knows nothing about Wickham's
tr ngth. but says Young is also here with two regiments of his bri

gade v ry w ak.
G. H. SHARPE.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1864.

General HUMPHREYS:
We have news from our scouts at 12 m. to-day between :Milford

and the next station beyond, name forgotten. They were going in
the direction of Hanover Junction. The force opposing Hancock
yesterday was Kemper's brigade, of Pickett's division, and the scouts
heard from citizens that the rest of Pickett's division arrived last
evening at Chesterfield Station. Two thousand men passed through
Milford to General Lee day before yesterday, and we have a prisoner
from Forty-third North Carolina, which has been with Hoke in North
Carolina and is now back with three other regiments (Twenty-first
North Carolina, Fifty-seventh North Carolina, and the Twenty-first
Georgia), having left Richmond day before yesterday'early, marched
from Milford toward Lee's army and back again yesterday. This
man says three trains left Richmond with the troops, and he heard
Ransom's brigade was on the way, too. We have also men in from
the left who report that the country is all clear from Piney Branch
Church to Todd's Tavern, and, as they hfard. to the Court-House,
General Lee having left nothin~ behind. Only one small squad. of
cavalry was seen between Todd s Tavern and the Court-House, and
that was going south. There were rumors that Mosby was ordered
to follow up our rear.

The inclosed dispatches were taken by Cline at Milford, and give
information of Sheridan and the enemy's movements on our advance.

Respectfully,

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
][ay 22, 1864.

1. The positions which the several corps are ordAred to occupy to
day are as follows: SQcond Corps at Milford, Fifth Corps at Harris'
Store, Sixth Corps in rear of Fifth Corps, Ninth Corps at New
Bethel Church, general headquarters at New Bethel Church.

2. The chief quartermaster will at once cause the wagons of the
general supply trains to be moved to Bowling Green, and corps com
manders wIll cause five days' rations to be drawn to-night from their
supply trains.

:3. The cavalry now at Massaponax Church, under the command of
Major Kerwin, will, after the Sixth Corps and its trains have passed
that point, move up and take position at Motley's Cross-Roads lind
carefully watch all the roads leading to that point.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1864.

The detachments of cavalry with this army are assigned to duty
for the present as follows: The detachment commanded by Brig
adier-General Torbert to report to :Major-General Hancock, com-
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manning Second Corps, by 5 a. m. to-morrow, The cletachment
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Pope to continue with Fifth
Army Corps. The detachment commanded by Major Forsyth to
report by 58. m. to-morrow to Major-General Wright, l'ommanding
Sixth Cor~. The detachment commanded by Major Kerwin to re
ceive specIal instructions from these headquarters.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-Gweral.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
.llay 22, I13U4-U.15 a. m.

Instructions have been given to return all empty wagons now at
Fredericksburg and Belle Plain loaded; after which, so soon as tho
wounded are removed from Fredericksburg, that place aud Belle
Plain will be abandoned, and the depot will bo esta.blishl~ at Port
Roval, on the Rappahannock.

By; command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Mny 22, UlG4-11.30 a.. m.

The design of the circular of this morning directing that five
days' rations he drawn to-night was to provide tho troops with
six days' subsistence to be carried on the person (from to-morrow
morning), and such stores as are only necesHary for this purpose
will be arawn. Hereafter until further orders no subsisteuce stores
will be drawn from the tlupply trains unless specially directed from
these headquarters.

By command of Major-General Meade:

RDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
J,fay 22, 1804-10 p. m.

The following order has been received and is published for the
guidance of all cODcel'l1ell :

HEADQUARTERS ARxIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Neto Bethel, Vll., May 22, 1864.

j ~. eneral M:EADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac :

ENERAL: Direct corps commanders to hold their troop8 in readiness to march at
1) a. lIl. to-morrow. t that hour each command will send out cavalry and infan·
ry on all roads to ·their front leading south. and 8&".ertain, if poasible. where the
n ly is. If beyond the North Anna, the Fifth and Sixth Corps will march to
h fo~ka of the road wh re ono branch leads to Beaver Dam Station. the othE'r to

J ri ho Bridge; then south by roada, reaching the Anna a.s near to and east of
1I kins' Cr k as they can be found. The Second Corps wil! move to ~hestE.'~fleld

. The Ninth Corp8 will be directed to move at the same time to Jencho Bndge,

6 B R-YOL XXXVI, PT III
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U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

i

i
i
~

The map only shows two roads for the four corps to march upon, but no doubt by
the use of plantation roads and prl'SSing in guides, others can be found to ,pve one
for each corps. The troops will follow their respective reconnoitering parties. The
train will be moved at the same time to Milford Station. Headquarters will follow
the Ninth Corps.

Bv command of Major-General Meade:
• S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
],[ay 22, 186-1-4.15 a. m.

General S. WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: Your dispatch of 8 p. m. yesterday just received by

Captain Meade. As soon as I ascertained that the road was inter
fered with I sent a courier with dispatches to you. Previously, dur
ing the day, a squadron had been sent up to Guiney's Bridge, and I
Hupposed that through their efforts the road would be kept clear.
Everything quiet here at this hour. I wrote you in detail lastnight
at 6.10 p. m., and sent it with a command of cavalry, which. I sup
pose, has reached you, though I have not any receipt from it. Mv
command is all on this side of the river about Coates' house. I will
direct General Torbert to keep the road to the rear clear.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-Geneml of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1864-7.15 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

The major-general commanding has directed General Torbert to
leave 500 cavalry with you, and with the remainder of hiH force to
move to New Bpthol Church. on the road running west from Bow.
ling Green, a mile or two west of the Mattapony.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
M(LY 22, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Cln'ef of Staff:

GENERAJ~: Illave communicated with General Warren, and }lave
had infantry and cavalry near New Bethel Church, the cavalry meet
ing some of General Burnside's people. No force of the enemy has
heon dil:lcovered in the vicinity of my position. Their nearest posi-
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tion sonth is at the creek beyond AthenR. whm'e they have, it is
reported to me, some dismounted cavalry. MORt of my cavalry is on
the other side of the river, picketing down the railroad, and on the
roads leading into Bowling Green and Milford. I picket the roads
leading into Athens from Pole Cat Station and bl:'low. Captain
Paine has furnished you with complete information, I preSUmlJ, as
to my position. My trains are on this side of the river, except the
general train at Bowling Green. My position here this morning
had been made very formidahle, and we would havo been glad to
have received an attack from the whole of Lee's force.

Very respectfully, your oooliollt servant.
WINF'P S. HANCOCK,

MaJor-Guk: mi, Com1lumdiny.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 22, 186-1-10.05 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant AfUutnnt-Gene-ral, Army of the PO!QUlne:

GENERAL: Our cavalry have gOIle to New Betliel Church, as I learn
from Major Kerwin, commanding detachment Thirk'euth Penn
sylvania Cavalry, passin~ alon~ our front. He thinks there is no
enemy on my front and rIght WIthin 3 or 4 miles. He captured three
wagon loads of army clothing, bacon, &c., and destroyed them. At
the railroad bridge, 3 miles below, I sent some cavalry laHt night,
but they found infantry across the bridge protecting it. The people
down therA state that Breckinridge's troops are at ChestBrfiehl, 7
miles from here. I have a very: good position. Thero is an excel
lent position for a corps on my l~ft, wh.ich fis] tho mo~t dangerous
point I have. General Torbert IS puslllng the reconnaIssances, and
clearing the roads, &c. There was a detachment at Guiney's Bridge
which, it seems, had better be sent down here, and when Downer's
Bridge is covered, there is some cavalry there which might be sent
down. If any troops come down on your side of the Mattapony,
there is a good road from Bowling Green, and a bridge called Burke's
Bridge. I send you a. sketch· of our position.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
~[ay 22, 180-1-10.45 a, m.

General WILLIAMS,
ASb'istant Adjutant-General, Army of the Po!omac:

SIR: A line of battle of the enemy is seen advancing from our out~
postt; toward Campbell's Tavern, apparently striking our line about
the left center. Their advance is described on the map.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of J·oll111teers.

*~utfOW14,



84 OPERATIONS IN 8E. VA. AND N. C. [CHAP. XLVDL

A. T. A. TORBERT!
Brigadier-General of VOlU?Ueer8,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 22, 1864-12.45 p. m. (Received 6.20 p. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have seen no more of the enemy reported some time
since. I send a dispatch received from General Torbert in refer
ence to reported movements of Hood's [Hoke's] division. Some of
the prisoners captured yesterday (from Kemper's brigade), who
were in Butler's last figllt on Monday, say that they forced him in
between the Appomattox and James Rivers, and built a line of
fortifications completely across, after which they sent a considerable
part of their troops to re-enforce General Lee.

The line of battle reported this morning may have been some
troops marching to Spotsylvania Court-House. I am sending recon
naissances on each principal road of infantry with skirmishers to
find what is going on. If any troops come down this way, in case of
a fight they should be directed on Campbell's Tavern by a road lead
ing from Frederickt:lburg, and also in the direction of Spotsylvania..
Tho position at Campbell's Tavern is a verycommandmg one, and
if any troops come there I should connect wIth them, but my line is
not long enough. This !,osition at the tavern is a better position for
my right than the one I have, but would throw my right out too
much exposed to roads coming in from 'Spotsylvania Court-House.
A very intelligent Irishwoman says that yesterda.Y at Chesterfield was
Breckinridge's division, Corse's brigade, and Rosser's cavalry. I
sent some infantry to near New Bethel Church this morning. There
is nothing seen on our right. .

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

I don't believe at present that there is any enemy immediately ill
my froht. except enemy's vedettes, which we fire at occasionally.

[lnclOllUl'e.]

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
~[ay 22, 1864. (Received 12.20 p. m.)

:Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second .Corps :

GENERAL: A negro has just come in, who left Chesterfield Station
last night about dark. He says there were 10,000 or 12,000 troops
there then of General Hood's [Hoke'sJ division, just come from.
Richmond, and that some of them were talking of going to Hanover
J unction. He says there were not many men at Pole Cat Station last
night. The above is about the amount of his information.

Very respectfully,
, A. T. A. TORBERT,

Brigadier-General of Voluntee·rs.

P. S.-Is the information from the cavalry picketing on your right.
satisfactory? '

Very respectfully,

[" IIZI C bvGoogle
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MAY 2t. lRfl-l-- 3.:10 p. m.
}fajor-General HANCOCK:

Major-Genm'al Burnside's corps is at this place-Nnw BBthel
Church, He is directed to send out his cavalry and open communi
cation with you, and should you r~nire support you may cl\l1 upon
him. General Warren will be at Harris' Store WIth similar ordt·l'8;
is probably there by this time. Headquarters arEl near Nmv Bethel
Church. The order to General Torbert to move to thh.l place, leav
ing 500 men with you, is rescinded, He is directed to remain where
he is. Wright is 4: miles in rear of Warren at Madison's Ordinary
and Nancy Wright's.

A, A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General awl Cll ief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1864--4 p. m. (Received 5.20 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
GK."'lERAL: I have received your dispatch of 10.4:5 a. m. Burnside

is here at New Bethel Church, withm 5 miles of you, and a road
leading down there. I send this dispatch to advise you of this
fact, 80 that you can call on Burnside if you are pres.,~oo.

GEO. G. MEADE,
M(ljm" General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
11Iay 22, HlG-l-5.30 p. m.

Respectfully, your obedient servant, .
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General, Commanding Fifth Army Corp.'].

Major-General HANCOCK:
I send my escort through to communicate with you. Lieutenant

Wheeler will tell you everything. I believe the enemy is all ~oue
to Hanover Junction. We picked up about 50 stragglers from Ewell
and LongstreE:'t, and had to brush away a small flank force of cav
alry.

J. G.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 22, 1864-12.30 p. m.

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General.

olonel lD.yth has just sent me word there is no enemy in that
ilion but a f w cavalry. His skirmishers are about 2 miles from

eta. Tn. Do y u wish him to advance any farther, remain where
is or return?

Major-General HANCOCK:
GE_i'ERAL : I strongly suspect that the line of battle, reported by

Captain Butterfield, was GenAral Birney's reconnoitering party.
Ci>l< n I m.yth is pu 'hing his skirmishers out on the Junction road,
and I will hear shortly.

Respectfully,

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND Dl\'ISION,
May :.!2, Ulli4-3.15 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
May 22, 1864-12 m.

HEADQUARTERB SECOND CORPS,
ltfay 2:.!, 1864-12.30 p. m.

General HANCOCK:
Colonel Smyth has returned. His troops are now coming back.

He has had no cavalry whatever with him, but General Birney's cav
alry is on t.he Athells road, and my pickets are well out on the road,
passing b~T Campbell's Tavern.

JOHN GIBBON,
.Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERB SECOND ARMY CORPS,
ltf(ty 22, 1864-'( a. m. (Received 7.15 a. m.)

Major-General BIRNEY:
SIR : The major-general commanding directs me to say that he de

sires that you will ascertain what is immediately in YOUI' front.. If
necessary, you can send out a regiment or more with strong skirmish
line on the roads leading out, or at different points in front where
facilities exist for massing trooJ>s.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjztf.ant-General.

HEADQU ARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864-9 a. m.

Major-General BIRNEY, Corndg. Third Division:
SIR : The major-general commanding directs me to inform you

that General Torbert has been directed to send about 100 cavalry to
make a reconnaissance along the road leading out of your front, in
connection with any infantry you may desire to send.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Col. F. A. WALKER?]
COLONEL: My scouts and skirmishers on the left have advanced a

mile without finding any enemy.
D. B. BIRNEY,

Major-General.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Corndg. Third Division, Second Corps:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding the corps directs me to
say for your information that there will be a movement of troopB
this afternoon (not ours) in the direction of New Bethel Church and
Harris' Store.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. MITCHELL,

Mqjur und Aide-de-Camp.

[I(IIZICby Google . I
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HEADQl1ARTEHH SE('ONH ('ORI'K,
May t2, IH6-1-1t.50 p. m.

Major-G£'ueral BIRNEY,
Coru.dg. Third 1)iI'isiolt, 13f'('u1IIl ('()I'p.v:

GENERAL: The major-general ('ommandil1K HlP ('orp~ diredl'l mt' to
Sll.y that you willl'Iease kt>ep your ea\"alry wl'll out 011 tllll roud~ in
your front a.nd left, and iustruct them to Lo \"t'ry ('art-ful not to th'o
upon our OW-ll. troop!:!.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient l'f'r\"ant,
W. G. MlTCH}l~LL.

Major awl Aide-df'-Calllj).

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS.
j[(Iy :?:l, lS(j~-7 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Third DivisWn:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding has diredell me to
infonn yon. that he has received information of the arrival-of Major
General Warren with his command at Harris' Store.

Very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
WM. R. DRIVER.

Acting Assisl<1II1 A({jllfllld-Uf'IH'ml.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 18(j4--!l.:W p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
C01'11'1nanding Third Dit,iswn:

SIR: The major-general commanding directs me to say that ho
will senti a company or squadron of cavalry to str£\ngthen your forco
picketing the road from Athens to the front and around t.awarll
Warren's left, to cover the movement of trains passing hy way of
Campbell's Tavern a.nd Wright's Store to Warren's heallquarters.

'01' Houghton, of my staff, will conduct the cavalry to you, ill
our r lE: .

ry r pectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant AdJulan l-UI'I/(' l'ul.

MAY 22, lflG4-:J a. m.
(Received -I n. m.)

n ral PHREY :
ju 1; omplet J my reconnaissance for a defensive line when
unt I' di ':patch came. The position here is so strong that no

PIl m 1-."llowino- It would attack. I have a force well out towarll the
T ~ rn from which I have yet no report, and as a defouRive
ar h e ord I' d a brigade to advance at daylight in that di-

ti n. This will go on and give us definite information. I ha.d
all' rd r d olonel Kitching to withdraw. but have Rent WOI'11

or < i t halt wh r vel' the mes engel' fill(h~ him and onlerod a fresh
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brigade out to support the cavalry. The cavalry I sent to Downer's
Bridge report the enemr too strong for them, and came back. There
cannot be much there, think, hut I would suggest that a squadron
or so be sent from Guiney's Station. I have directed a brigade to go
again in daylight. My trains are safe enough this side of the river
anyhow.

G. K. WARREN,
Madar-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1804-5.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. G. -K. WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps.

GENERAL: I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dis
patch of this morning. It is not practi~able to send a squadron of
cavalry from here to Downer's Bridge, as you SUggffit, as we have no
mounted men available for the purpose. General Burnside has been
directed to send a brigade to Downer's Bridge.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjuta-nt-General.

MAY 22,1864-6 a. m.
General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff, A-rmy of the Potomar.:
I have just returned from the road h~ading to Nancy Wright's, on

the Telegraph road, and was at a point half a mile from the Telegraph
road. A rebel wagon train was passing south on the Telegraph road
and had been passing since daylight. Our cavalry under Lieuten
ant-Colonel Pope are out there, and can capture it, I think, if they
try. General Warren being asleep I send this in my own name.

W. A. ROEBLING,
~Major and Aide-de-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1RG4-6.45 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Carps:

The major-general commanding directs that, as soon as General
Wright reports to you that he is up, you move with your corps
via Madison's Ordinary': and Nancy' Wright's to Harris' Store (inter
section of road from MIlford to ChIlesburg and cross-roads adjacent).
You will be followed by Wright, and will take command of both
corps. You will so dispose som& of your force as to keep open com
munication with headquarters at New Bethel Church on the road
from Bowling Green to Nancy Wright's. As soon as you reach
Harris' Store you will open communication with Hancock at Mil
ford.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Ma}or-Genernl and Chief of Staff.

P. S.-General Burnside is ordered to move from here at 10 o'clock.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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HEADQUARTERS Fll<'TH ARMY CORPS,
.May [2:l ?], 1864-7.15 a. m.

Major-General MEA.DE :
GENERAL: I have asked at one house since Captain Pease came

here, and they say the way to Burke's Shop is by Madison's Ordi
nary, then turn t.o the left about 2 or 3 miles off. But if it is any
thing like correctly located on the map, we can go in that direction
across the open country in the valley of the Ta River. In myvicin
ity the branches of the Ta head close to the Po, making a very nar
row dividing ridge. I have just seut Major Roebling to reconnoiter
in the direction to Burke's Shop.

G. K. WARREN,
~MaJor-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, UlG4-8.30 a. m.

Major-General MEADE:
Colonel Bates' brigade has pushed up the south bank of the Po to

the Telegraph road. Nothmg visible there but cavalry. Mr.
Pound says Ewell's and Longstreet's corps marched down the Tele
graph road all last night, and are gone south. A wagon train has
been seen and heard at two points, moving south. It was visible
this morning from Madison's Ordinary. Colonel Bates got there at
8 a.. m.

• G. K. WARREN,
MaJ01·-General.

MAY 22, 1864-9.30 a. m.
COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS:

The major-general commanding directs me to notify you that
General Wright is up to this point, and that you can move forward.
Wright's men have been up all night, and want rest. He will halt
awhile, and then follow you. The major-general commanding sng
gests that he halt his corps at Madisons Ordinary, where he will be
in supporting distance of you, will look toward Spotsylvania Court
House, and keep open communication with Bowling Green.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
.Major-General and Chief of Staff.

MAY 22, 1864-D.45 a. m.
General MEADE:

Colonel Bates has sent me word that there is nothing but some
cavalry watching the vicinity of the Telegraph road. He is on it
about a mile south of Stanard's Mill. Mr. Richard Pound, living
there, says the tr06ps began to move south at 11 a. m. yesterday, and
were passing all night. He says Longstreet and Ewe11's corps went
that way, and that he was expecting Hill along the same road. I
shall now move on, but am afraid Gensral Wright's men will be too
tired to keep up. I may have opposition at the crossing of the Mat
River. .

G. K. WARREN,
J,fajol'-Genej'al of Volunteers.

J
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MAY :.!2, 1~1i-l-lO.:W a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Mqjor-Gennal of IYol,u,feers.

P. S.-Major Roebling has just returned from a reconnaissance
towa.rd Burke's Shop, ~nd says there is no passable road direct from
here there. The map IS very erronoous. Downer's Bridge is twice
as f(\l' from Guiney's as represented, and the Ta joins the Po ahov£'
this bridge. Burke's Shop is over a mile south of the Ta. The best
road to Burke's Shop is by Madison's Ordinary.

G. K. WARREN,
Maj01'-Ge neral.

General HUMPHREYS:

Your note by Captain Burke just received. I think yonI' 8U/o(geH
tions about General Wri~hf:; commancl are the hpl't l\l'rlmgl'Ulpnt
that could be made. I wIll have my train precp(lt~ (Jl'npral Wright.
My command is already moving. I win have ColOlll'l Batps' CIIIll
mand withdrawn from his positioll on the plank road Wht'll my col
umn is all past.

MAY 22, Ifl64-1 p. m.
General MEADE:

We have reached Littlet.on Flippo's, on the Toleg-raph rond, and
struck a rear guard t.hat fired one or two gUllS awl sonw mu:;k£'tl·y.
VO...e have picked up stragglers since cros.~illg tlw Ta from both EWI'Il
and Longstreet. They began passing here yt~sterdayat :J 1'. m., awl
the rear of the main 'party an hour after sunrise. I think we slmll
have troublo in cro8S111g the Mat. A coloro(1 man who callle Ul' tlw
road says Longstreet is resting about ;..l miles ahead of wlwl't' we are.

G. K. WARREN,
Jrlqjor-Gt'lleral uf l"uZllnfars.

MAY 22, 1864-2 p. m.
COHHANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS:

General Burnside's head of column has just reaclJPd lwre fol1ow('(l
by Wright. The cannonading we hem·a was an attack upon Wri/-{ht's
rear upon leaving the old position. The resistance to General Burn
side at Stanard's was slight. The commanding general directs that
you support the cavalry in holding the bridge OV(J!' the Til.. repair
the road, and be ready to move either by way of Madison's Ordinary,
or by the Mud Tavern and Thornburg.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Gnwral and Chipf of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DETACHMENT,
May 22, 1864-4.30 p. m.

AsSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, FIFTH ARMY CORPS:

SIR: I have the honor to report that after moving down by the
right on to the Telegraph road, I have rejoined the column and am
at present halted for feed and to wait report from detachment
sent under Captain Southwick this a. m., to Downer's Bridge. He
started at 4 a. m. with one squauron. About G I received from
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him a rt.>quest for another sljuadron to cover his rear, ll.S he had seen
a small squad on his left rear. I then sent Lioutenant Barry with
orders to move soon to his support. At 10 I sent orders to Captain
Southwick to return and not picket the bridge. He has not yet
reported. I find supply of corn for horses and meat for men.

Very respectfully,
E. M. POPE,

Lieutenant-Colonel, &c., Commanding.

I omitted to report that while moving to the Telegraph road I
encountered a small squad of rebels; killed 1 and captured 2; the
balance went across and south of the Telegraph road. ThoRe cap
tured were of the Forty-second North Carolina, Ewell's command.

E. M. POPE,
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Harris' b"tore, May 22, 18'64-5 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The only annoyance we had on the march was from some cavalry

neal' L. Flippo's, which, together with the rumors. cost us one hour.
We were, however, unable to Ket in the real' of Ewell and Long
street. We were so close at Dr. Flippo's that about fifty wagons
feeding there left their feed boxes. The troops ceased passmg about
J 1 a. m. We have picketl up about 50 stragglers. We moved down
the Telegraph road; it is much hetter than the one direct to Harris'
Store. Colonel Pope's cavalry is somewhere in the rear coming up.
I shall send my escort through to General Hancock.

The cavalry we ran off went toward Chilesburg. Part of the ene
my's train turned off the Telegraph road to that place. The road
from here to Milford Station is much cut up by the enemy's trains
moving to and fro. I have told General Wright he need not come
farther than the Ta River to-night. If I am to continue moving
south the Telegraph road is the best one. I have just caught a col
ored man. direct from Hanover Junction, with a carriage, in which
he took off a wounded man. He says by this time they are all over
the Pamunkey except the stragglers. He says they had "miles of
troops and oceans of wagons and artillery." Hill (A. P.) must have
taken the route through Chilesburg or one farther west.

Respeetfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQuARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864.

Major-General W AHREN:
GENERAL: I am near the ~lace known on the map as Cobbett's

Tavern, and propose establishmg a division there to-morrow unless
orders are receIved to-night making it unnecessary. No enemy
appears within a number of miles of my position in any direction,
except a few cavalry vedettes, easily driven off. My position is, say,
Ii miles this side of MattapollY.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers.

~ J
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
.May 2".!, IS64.

G. K. WARREN,
Maj01·-Geni'ral.

MAY 22, 18G4-2 p. rp.

General GRIFFIN:
W e ~ect to move very soon to Harris' Store. Information is

now quite positive that the ellemy fell back last night along tllt' Tele
~raph road. We shall probably meet with no opposition, unless it
IS at the crossing of the Mat River. I will give you the advance and
send you a guide. Have everything packed up and ready. Take
along what wagons you have with yuu, and the artillery now with
you.

In compliance with the above instructions the divil'ion will he
ready to move at onco, in tho following order: Third Brigade,
Second Brigade, First Brigade.

By command of Brigadier-General Griffin:
C. B. MERVINE,

A88i8tant Adjlltant-Gl'uaal.

General GRIFFIN:
If any infantry come out against you it will he from your left

from the southeast. The troops should form facing southwest and
move in that direction. When the cavalry is over un the plain
look out for your left. '

G. K. WARREN,
. .11[(/)ul'- Uuteral.

MAY 22, 1864--3.30 a. m.
General CRAWFORD:

Since I saw you I have again had countermanding order!'! to pre
pare to advance, so that I have additional reasons for wanting that
briga.deJ>ushed out as soon as possible along the ridge. Let it keep
going till it strikes the enemy.

G. K. WARREN,
jlajur-General.

HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., SECOND DIV., 5TH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864--6..15 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel McCoY,
Acting Assistant Adj'utant-General, Third Division:

COLONEL: I have advanced full 2 miles, more than a milo from
barricade erected by enemy last night. Have found nothing but
cavalry, probably scouts. .Am still advancing; am in a thick woods,
IIDd no prospect of open country.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
JAMES L. BATES,

Oolonel, OQ1wmanding Second Brigade.
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MAY 22, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RESERVES,
THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,

Caaett's House, May 22, 1864.--7.50 a. m.
Colonel BATES,

Second Brigade, Second Division:
COLONEL: The general commanding division directs that you halt

your brigade where you now are, and send a small scouting :party
out farther in advance to ascertain whether there is any of tht"
enemy in your front.

I am, colonel, very respectfully,_your obedient servant,
ROBERT A. McCOY,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RESERVES,
THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,

May 22, 1864.
Capt. A. S. MARVIN, Jr.,

AS.'J1",stant Adjutant-General, Fifth Army Corps:
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the capture of 8 prisoners by

my command to-day, one of whom was forwarded to headquarters
Fifth Army Corps, and 7 are llOW in the hands of my provost
marshal.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-Gene-ral, Commanding Division.

General CUTLER:
I wish you to send one of your brigades at once upon the road the

heavy artillery took this evening. Do not stop to make coffee.
Send your best brigade and let an officer report here when it is ready.
Major Roebling will go with it.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864-12.10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
About 6 p. m. last evening, after General Burnside Imd started

and as I was about moving, an attack was made by the enemy on my
Jines with two brigades (some of the prisoners say four), but it was
repulsed by the picket-line, except at one point where the skirmishers
were driven in a few yards. The troops were of Hill's corps, all of
which were said to be in our front. General Burnside sent back one
division to hold his old line. General Burnside. it appeal'S, could
not secure a cro8sin~ of the Po. and is now on the Telegraph roa<l
crossing the Ny at Smith's Bridge, on the way to Guiney's Bridge,
My column has hardly got out <;>f tlll:l jp.tl'enchments? a~4 H; pow

_I
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halted, the road being blocked ahead by General Burnside's column.
I have not reported before as I had no one who knew the road to
headquarters, and the road was not considered safe.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major- Ueneral, Com manding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864-4.30 a. m.

M.ajor-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Sw..ff:

The rear of my column is about 2! miles from the Telegraph road.
The roads have been blocked in front during the greater part of the
night. The whole column is now in motion.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Cmnmandillg.

HEADQUAaTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864-5.10 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of St.aff:

The head of my column is near the Ta River, doubled up, waiting
for the passage of Warren's rear guard. I passed it onc{\, but tho
road became so narrow and the woods so dense that it was quito
impracticable to move the troops farther by side of the trains.
Nothing of interest to report.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

I send a dispatch from M.ajor Forsyth.
W.

[IncIOBUl'll.]

CAMP CAVALRY DETACHMENT,
Mud TaL'ern, May 22, UW4-3,45 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Ewell's corps commenced passing down tho Telegraph road about
12 m. yesterday. Longstreet's corps passed the same way during the
night, covered by the Ninth Virginia Cavalry, who withdrew their
picket-s about 9 a. m. 1o-day. The soldiers openly said in the pres
ence of the negroes that they were bound for Milford, Anderson's
Station, and the South Anna River. My pickets will probably fur·
nish me more information before night.

G. A. FORSYTH,
Major, Commanding Cavalry Detachment.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Ch~ef of Staff :

I have t?e honor to report .that my troops are going into posit~on
~th the rIght peM the Madison place (Flippo's), thl;ll~ft e~tendlUg

.
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in a southern direction, with one brigade at Nancy Wright's, on
Telegraph road. Nothing of interest to report. General Warren's
trains have just left Madison's.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Guiney's Station, Va., May 22, 1864-7 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: Move forward your corps rromptly at 9 a. m. to
day by Downer's Bridge to New Bethe Church, and seize and
hold the crossing of the Til. River on the roads from there to Cole
man's old academy, and on the road to Carrot's [Cobbett's:] Tavern.
You will also get up and issue to your men to-night six days' rations
from and including to-molTow. Generals Warren and Wright are
under orders to move this morning to Harris' Store. General Han
cock is at Milford Station. You will open communication with
each of these places from New Bethel Church, holding your corps
in readiness to move to the support of either. Please keep these
headquarters advised from time to time of your progress.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
New Bethel, Va., Mny 22, 1864-9 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE, .
C01'nmanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: The great number of men straggling from their com
mands on the march renders it necessary that strong and efficient
rear guards be detailed to prevent it. You will, therefore, detail a
regiment of your command as rear guard to your cor.(>8, one that
will execute strictly and to the letter your orders, with mstructions
to summarily punish all men falling behind or straggling from their
ranks, and especially those who may be found going to farm-houses
for the purpose of pillaging. This is not to be construed into an
order prohibiting foraging, but foraging must be done under author
ity of division commanders.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General U1ul Chief of Staff.

CmCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
New Bethel Church, Va., May 22, 1864.

The inclosed orders, just received from headquarters Armies of
the United States, are sent for the information and guidance of the
different division commanders. The order of march will be as fol
lows: General Willcox in the advance, fqllowed by Gelleral Critten-
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Ma..iar-Ge1U!ral.

A. E. BURNSIDE.

den; he, fnlluwed hy General Potter. The latttJr will cletail one of
his most efficient regiments as rear guard, in accordnnc(l with ono
of the inclosed orders. General Willcox will send Captain Fletcher
out at 4 a. ID. to repair the ap,proacheR to one of the fords, somo :.l
miles in advance. Olle of MaJor Morton's men will report to him at
t.hat hour to go with t.he party. The route will he by Carrars [Cob
bett's] Tavern and Athens. Ca.ptain Fletcher can report here aud
obtain a sketch of the route before starting.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Najar-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
. Guiney's Station, VCI., Alay 22, 1864.

Major-General CRITTENDEN,
Co71tllw1fI(ling First Dit.ision:

GENERAL: In accordance with instructions from general head
qnarters [Armies of the1United States, you will move your command
P!"omptly at !) a. m. to-day from its present position to Now Bethol
Church, a point about 2 miles from the presunt location of General
Potter's command. An orderly will be 8ent you to show you the
way to General Potter's headquarters. Please instruct the eom
manding officers to inform their men that it will be but a short
march, after which they will have a day's rest; and tho general
commanding particularly desires that there be no straggling.

Very truly, yours,

HEADQUARTERR NINTH ARMY CORPS,
New Bethel Ohurch, AIay 22, 1864.

General CRITTENDEN,
Com-manding First Divis-ion:

GENERAL : You will at once send a. strong !$'uard to the bridge over
the Mat River in your front. The bearer WIll conduct the guard to
it p ac , which will consist of at least one small regiment, say one

f the r giments of reguhtrs in General Ledlie's brigade. A copy of
an ord r from General Grant is inclosed for your information. I
will giv au definite orders during the night. It will be sufficient

hold ur tro p in readiness to move at that hour.
ery truly, yours,

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Guiney's Station, Va., JIay 22, 1864-1).30 a. m.

Brig. en. R. B. POTTER.
C mmanding Second Divisivn:

'.l:rERAL : pon th approach of General Crittenuell to your p<>-
i i" you will mov out your command to New Rethel ChUl'eli,
~'h r' - u ill m k 'our headquarters, and throw forward a regi-

H -YOL XXXVI, PT III
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A. E. BURNSIDE.

A. E. BURNSIDE.

II\ent at least to each of the crossings of the Ta River, on roads lead
ing from New Bethel Church to Carrat's' [Cobbett'sl Tavern and
Coleman's old academy. Major Morton WIll probab1y be at your
place in advan<le of General Crittenden's column.

Very truly, yours,

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864.

General R. B. POTTER,
Commanding Second Div·ision:

GENERAL: Your dispatch just received, and the order sending Col
onel Curtin's brigade to Guiney's StatiOll is rescinded, and he will
join you. Please instruct Lieutenant Remington, in charge of our
headquarters train, to return with his train tQ the house on the
hill just this side of General Meade's headquarters, where the re
mainder of the Ninth Corps and the Sixth Corps are to be halted.
The cavalry escort will return with them. Will send you further
orders during the day.

Yours, truly,

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Guiney's Station, Fa., }'fay 22, 1864:

Brigadier-General WILLCOX,
. Comdg. Third Division, Ninth Army Corps:

In accordan"ce with instructions from general headquarters rArmies
of the] United States, you will move your command promptly at 9.30
a. m. to-day to New Bethel Church, a point about 5 miles from your
present position and about 2 miles from General Potter's present p0
sition. General Crittenden will precede you, starting at 9 o'clock.
Please instruct the commanding. officers to inform their men it will
be but a short march, and they will then have a day's rest, and the
general commandi.ng particularly desires that there be no straggling.

I am, general, very truly, yours,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major- Gene-ral.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POT01IAC,
White House, Va., May 22, 1864-9 a. m.

(Received 1.20 a. m. 24th.)
Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE,

Commanding Army of the Potomac:
I have the honor to report that General Gregg's and General Wil

sun's divisiowl drove enem)"s cavalry from Walnut Grove across
the Chiekahominy, but could not get them to stand. While their
cavalry was thus engaged, I ordered General Custer's brigade by
the river road near the south bank of the Pamunkey to burn the
railroad bridges over the South Anna. He found them so strongly
guarded by the enemy's artillery and infantry that he was unable to-
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A. T. A. TORBERT,
Oommallcliny Cal'alry.

burn them. He, however, burned two bridges and a portion of the
Central railroad south of Hanover Court-House. The bridlfes were
:respectivaly 30 and 100 feet in length. The country here is III a ter
rible state of consternation. I have two gun-boats and three trans
ports with rations here. The impression throughout the couutrr is
tha I am landing infantry at this place. The rebel general (yor
don wounded in the engagement at Meadow Bridge, has since diecl of
his wounds. Enemy have lost in killed the following distinguished
cavalry commanders in their en~emeDtswith my command siuce
the opening of the campaign: Fu"St, Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, com
manding rebel Cavalry Corps; second, Brigadier-General Gordon,
commanding brigade in Ham~ton'8 division; third, Colonel Pate,
commandin~brigade in Lee's dIvision; fourth, Colonel Collins, com
manding' Fift enth Virginia Cavalry; fifth, Colonel Green, c9m
manding regiment; sixth, Colonel RandolJ>h, commandin~ regiment.

. P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

This was brought down by Captain Babcock, commandiug Wl1l
boat, who ays it wa' ha.nded to hIm yesterdayevening, but he could
not get away till 10 a. m. to-day; that everything was progressing
finely when he left this morning. This explains delay.

GEO. D. SHELDON,
Manager Forl Monroe :bfllitary Tekyraph.

HDQRs. CAVALRY, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, HW4.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
• Ohief of Staff:

As General WalTen is at Guiney's Bridge, can't the cavah'y of
mine, about 130 men, be ordered to report to mo? Nearly all of my
men aTe out.

Yours, respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS .ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 22, 1l:lG4-9.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Oommanding Oa'lmlry:

I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of an order* WhICh
has b en received from the lieutenallt-gPlleral commanding', the

x uti.on of which will suspend temporarily the carrying out of
the instructions given this evening for the replacing of mounted
recruit-a by veteran dismounted cavalry, aud the commanding gen
eral directs that you report to Major-General Hancock with your
command before 5 a. m. to-morrow.

S. WILLIAMS.
Assistant Adjufcwf-(JfJ/leral.

* orders, headqu..1.rtel's Army of the Potomac, May 22. 10 p. m.• 1'- 81.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY 01<' THE POTOMAC,
It[ay 22, 1864-9.30 p. m.

Major KERWIN,
C01nmanding Cavalry:

I am directed to say that the instructions sent to you this evening
requiring you to send the recruits of your command to Bowling
Green to-morrow morning, there to be replaced by veteran dis
mounted men, are suspended; and the commanding general directs
that you cause an officer of your command to report at these head
quarters punctually at 5 a. m. to-morrow, to receIve special instruc
tions for your guidance.

S. WILLIAM::;,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

\

~EADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
G-uiney's Station, Va., May 22, 1864-9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Commanding, &c., Fredericksburg, Va. :

GENERAL: Have all empty teams that have returned to Freder
icksburg and Belle Plain loaded with supplies, and send them for- .
ward with such supply trains as are now at these places to Bowling
Green at once. Transfer without delay all other supplies to Port
Hoyal, which will be made our base until further orders. March
the garrisons at Belle Plain and Fredericksburg by the Port Royal
road to Port Royal, leaving, however, a sufficient force at Freder
icksburg to protect the wounded and transportation for same until
they can be moved north, after which the force thus left will follow
to Port Royal, and Fredericksburg abandoned.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 22, 1864.

Brig. Gen. JOHN A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, from information de
rived from my cavalry scouts and cOlltrabands daily arriving here,
I have reason to believe that there are more guerrillas between this
point and Port Royal than the small cavalry force at my disJ?osal
can look after, having but six companies of the Eighth IlllllOis
Cavalry, which, after deducting messengers, escorts, details for the
engineer, telegraph, road and bridge construction, leaves me with a
comparatively small force for other purposes. If I had mounted
troops sufficient to clear the country between Rappahannock and
Potomac Creek of these marauders ","ud arrest all dISloyal porsons,
a small cavalry force could then (wit. due diligence) keep tliem out.
All the cavalry that I can send out with safety to the depot are con
stantly employed (notwithstanding their excursions extend but a few
miles in circuit), scarcely ever retu1'lling without having a skirmish
with, awl bringing in from 2 to H dismounted cavalry.

I have the honor to be, yours, reRpectfully, .
J. J. ABEllCROMBIE,

Brigudier-General, Cormna,ndi1liJ'



,-._*-...-.-~~-~
~

CtuP. XI.VIII.) CORRESPONDENCF., ETC.-UNION. 101

MAy 22. lKtl-l~H.:JO p. m.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE.
Brigadier-General. Commanding.

HEADQL'ARTERS,
Belle Plain, May 22, 1864-8.30 p. m.

(Received 10.55 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
This p. m. tho telegraphic communication was interrupted he

tween here and your headquarters. Men have been sent to mend
the wires. I have your order to abandon this place and go to Port
Royal. Am I to draw in all guards of Aquia railroad, telegraph,
and road to Fredericksburg? What dispoSItion am I to make of six
batteries of Reserve Artillery from Army of the Potomac encamped
here? I will send everything off as fast as possible, and will leave
here as soon as the rebel prisoners are shipped. Is it intended by
)'our order the garrison of Belle Plain should march by way of
Fredericksburg, or direct from here to Port Royal? There are three
engines and sixty cars now on the Aquia and Fredericksburg Rail
road. One hundred and fifty bales of straw are here that call be
used in the sixty cars for wounded.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Briga..lier-Gelleral.

WAR DEPARTMENT:

I have been ordered by General Grant to abandon this place for
Port Royal, sending loaded barges there, and loading teams to
Bowling Green.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Camp at BeUe PIa in, May 22, 1864.

Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE:

DEAR GENEltAL: I have not received any orders yet about my
bridges, which are here to the extent of over 1,000 feet, and which
I shall raft for towing at once, as soon as you can dispense with
them as wharves, for from my previous orders I suppose they will
wish me to take them to Washington, as I have alPeady two bridges
over the Rappahannock which can be towed down to Port Royal.
If you received your orders from General Grant I suppose his adju
tant-general was not exactly aware of my situation here. Had they
come from General Meade (if he can give them to you) I think he
would have sent me instructions at the same time. I fear I Rha11
have to send an orderly to the front to get the proper orders as to
what they wish me to do. I had halted my 400 men, 2t mileR out,
to repair the swampy place there, but I have now sent to recall
them. If yOll have any sugKestions to make different from what I
here propose, I shall be very happy to receive them. I shall have to
ask yonr authority, I presume, to secure me a steamer for my men,
some 600 to 700, with some 210 animals, and two tugs for my pon
toon rafts and barges. I most feel sure they will not wish the
bridges and trains I have here l;'ent around to Port Royal. I have
not the trucks here to carry them overland, even if they wished it.

Very truly, yours,
H. W. BENHAM.

Brigadier-General, Commanding•

.
--_.~
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FUEDERICKSBURG, VA., May 22, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fredericksburg, May 22,18(;4.

HEADQU ARTEUS,
BPl[p. Plain, Va.. , ~~{ay 22, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM,
Commanding Engineer Corps,U. S. Army:

GE ERAL: General Abercrombie desires me to say to you that he
is about to telegraph to General Grant, and if you wish it he will
telegraph in relation to your pontoons, &c. Your servant's family
can be br'ought in to-morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT L. ORR,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutanf-General.

Oaptain ORR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:

Lieutenant-General Grant has ordered General Ferrero, who has
heretofore covered our right, to Guiney's Station, 10 miles south of
this. I report the fact to you as having bearing on the defenses of
this place; there is no artillery here that I am aware of. I send the
troops, as they arrive here, to accompany trains, agreeable to orders
from General Grant.

ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspedor-General, Commanding.

MAY 22, 1864.
Col. E. SCH~IVER,

Commanding Forces, Fredericksburg:
Your telegram of this date has been received. The general com

manding- desires me to say that you will reserve a sufficient force
from the troops :eassing to the front for the protection of Fredericks
burg, and you WIll report the number of troops to ge,neral command
ing. I have but one four-gun battery here, which is required for the
protectiou of this post and depot.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

Capt. R. L. ORR,
Achng Assistant Adjutant-General, Bene Plain:

CAPTAIN: I have your letter of the 21st instant respecting paroled
prisooers; also a small mail to-night by the messenger. It will
d penel on circumstances whether more infantry will be required
herc. I telegraphed you that General Ferrero had. by orders,
uncovered the rIght and gone to Guiney's Station. If the enemy
honld ee fit to make a raid on this town, where there are many

wound d and much property, the force here to resist it ought to be
considerably increased. There is no artillery here. Perhaps it would
be as well for the general to come up here, if he has time, to look to
this suhject.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
. ED. SCHRIVER,

Inspector-General, Ccnnmand,:ng.

[" IIZI C bvGoogle
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MAY 22, lRla

J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

ROBERT L. ORR,
.Acting Assistant Adjutant-Genera:.

Col. E. SCHRIVER,
Fredericksburg:

There are 500 men and fifty wagons on the road to FrederickBbur~.
General Lockwood's brigade and three regiments march at a thIS
p. m.

HEADQlTARTERS,
Fredericksburg, May 2:.l, 18G4.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant .Adjutant-General:

GENERAL: Under the requirements of General Grant"l'l l'11lf1eial
orders, dated May 20, re-enforcements for the army arriving here
have been halted for the purpose of escorting trains to tho front.
Yesterday the following reported: Lieuumant Swan, Eighth New
York Heavy Artillery, with 100 men and 2 officers; Lieutf1nant
Scripture, Seventh New York Heavy Artillery, with 40 men; Major
Taft, Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, I,ROO men. All the!'e offi
cers and troops were sent forward at different hours as circumstancoo
demanded. The Twenty-third and Eighty-second Pennsylvania Vol
unteers also reported, but are still here for the purpose of eRcortiu/o{
to the front trains expected hourly from Belle Plain. In passinK
around the suburbs of the town on the Falmouth side to ascertain if
there were any troops available for guards who had not reported. an
officer happened. upon Major Taft's command, who. on being accoRtecl,
wondered how I knew he was there. He was directed to report to
me, and on doing so, at 2.45 p. In. on the 21st, he exhipited the fol
lowing order-
SPECIAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS,

No. -. f Belle Plain. Va., May HI, 1864.
The following detail is ordered from the Ninth New York Heavy Artillery: Four

hundred men properly officered to guard a train of wagOD.'1 forward. Thill uet."\i1
will report to Captain Pitkin, assistant quartermaster, at the wharf, at 5 a. m. May
19, 1864, ;vith rations, and will report to their proper officer in the Army of the
Potomac when the duty is accomplished.

By order of Brigadier-General Abercrombie :

Col. J. WELLING,
Ninth New York Heavy Artillery.

and made the following statement:
Three companies arrived at Fredericksburg on night of 19th at 9

p. m. ; two at 12 or 1 midnight; three at 7 p. m. 20th; one at 8 a.
m. 21st; two at 1 p. m. 21st; one is yet to come.

But for accidentally meeting this officer he probably would have
remained where he was to this hour. The case is submitted for the
commanding general's information. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. SCHRIVER,

lr.,spector-General, Commanding.

P. S.-The Twenty-third and Eighty-second Pennsylvania Volun
teers have been ordered forward (12 m.) with a train arrived from
BeUd Plain.

E. S.

-_.~-;:
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E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

W ARRINGTON, May 22, lR64-9 p. m.
(Received lAO p. m. 23d.)

S. P. LEE,
Acting &ar-Adrniral.

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:

General BUTLER:
On Friday night General Grant commenced a flank movement to

compel Lee to abandon his position at Spotsylvania Court-Houso.
It hRoS thus far progressed successfully. Longstreet moved south
Friday night after Hancock had moved. Ewell followed la.'lt night.
It is believed the rebel army will take position behind the South
Anna. Hoke's force has joined Lee. Nothing of importance from
any other quarter.

. CURTIS HOUSE HWNAL STATION,
May 22, 1864-5 p. m.

General BUTLER:
Please report the return of the flag of truce that I may resume

firing.

GENERAL ORDERS, I HDQRS. DEPT..OF V~. AND N: C.,
No. ti7. f In the F~eld, 1- a., May 22, lR64.

1. First Lieut. Peter S. Michie, U. S. Engineers, is hereby ap
pointed aRsistant to chief engineer of this department, and will report
to Brig. Gen. G. Weitzel for duty.

* * * * * * *
R. S. DAVIS,

Major arHl Assistant A(~jut(lnt-Ge1IP1·(I1.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Fif'hl, ltfay 22, 1864.

Major-General GILLMORE,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

GENERAL: It is desirable to ascertain the position and strength of
the enemy, whether there is any movement, and also whether there is
any movement on the railroad. You are authorized to offer rewards
for this purpose, not exceeding *500 each, to any shrewd, koon. ad
venturous men to the. number of not more than 6, who will in their
uniform penetrate the enemy's line during the night as scouts and
ascertain their condition and bring in valuable and reliable informa
tion. Explain to the men what is desired, and explain to them that
false information will be as rigidly punished a.,., true and valuable
knowledge brought will be promptly and amply rewarded.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your nbedient
servant,

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
jfajar-General.

(Same to General Smith.)

[" IIZI C bvGoogle
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GILLMORE·H.
May 22, 1864-11 a. m.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

Major-General BUTLER:
The dead bodies between our picket.s and those of the enemy on

Terry'8 front are becoming vpry offensive. I respectfully suggest
that they be buried under a flag of truce.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
.J.lfay 22, 1'864-11.45 a. m.

Colonel SHAFFER :
I have receivf\d four blue flags. I propose to replace the stars on

the division flags by the corps' badge which is a square bastionoo
fort, very like a star in effect. I pr~ume there can be no objection
to this.

Yours, &c.,

•
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major- General.

CURTIS' HOUSE, May 22, 1864-12.15 p. m.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, C(mmumding.

General GILLMORE:
Will you give me a list of your working parties, their numberfl.

the divisions from which they are detailed, and the points at which
they are employed to-day?

Officer will await answer.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, llay 22, 1864.

Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE,
Commanding Tenth Army Corp.'1:

GENERAL: The commanding general directs that you furnish my
assi~tant, Capt. S. C. Eaton, with a detail of 200 men, with proper
proportion of tools, and 25 engineer soldiers, with proper proportIOn
of non-commissioned officers. to report to-inorrow morning at 7
o'clock. and that you renew this detail daily, until Captain Eaton
reports the work finished.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. WEITZEL,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
Nay 22,1864-10.10 p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
The commandin~general directs that you furnish the tools at the

rate of one tool to every 3 men, taking them from those portions of
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G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-Gene~aland Chief of Engineers.

the works you think least nec·ess.1ry, or, if all portions are equally
necessary, take them proportionately from 3111. Those two works
must go on.

SPECIAL ORDERS, i HDQRS. TENTH ARMY CORPS,
. No. 17. f In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va., 111ay 22, lRG4.

• • • • * • •
3. In obedieuce to orders from department headquarters, the com

manding officer of the Seventh New York Battery will report with
his battery to Major-General Smith.

• • * • * * *
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:

ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Capt.,47th New York Vols., Aetg. Asst. AdJt. Gen.

•
GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,

May 22, 18G4-7.30p. m. (Received 7.55 p. m.)
Captain SEALY,

Acting Assistant Addutant-General:
Ascertain from General Terry when the flag of truce .is closed,

and have him report the same to Admiral Lee.
Q. A. GILLMORE,

~JJfajor-General..

GENERAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. 1ST DIV., 10TH ARMY CORPS,
No.8. . BermtulOJ Hundred, Va., JJ[ay 22, 1864.

Battery M, First U. S. Artillery, Capt. L. L. Langdon command
ing, havmg been transferred to the Third Division, Tenth Army

.Corps, Capt. Alfred P. Rockwell, First Connecticut Light Battery,
is announced as chief of artillery on the staff of the brigadier-gen
eral commanding, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:
ADRIAN TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant-General-.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Hatcher's, Va., May 22, 18G4-

Brig. Gen. JOHN W. TURNER,
Commanding Second Division, Tenth Corps:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that in cari·y
ing out the instructions received from department headquarters fix
ing the disposition of the troops to repel an attack, you select a place
for encamping your c01llmand nearer to the intrenchment~ than
th(~ one now occupied by them, with a view to obviating the neces-
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sity of their 80 frequent.ly leaving their camp in ('as\' of alarm. Tam
also instructed by him to direct that, t.he di~llt,~ition indil'att'tj in the
instructions above mentioned he made to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
ED. W. SMITH.

Lieutenant-CoUmel and Assisf<£1~t Adju.fm~f-Ul'1wral.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 1864.

A. AMES.
Brigadier-Ue1Ieral.

Captain READ,
Assistant Adjutant-General to General Brooks:

CAPTAIN: General Gillmore sends mo word that the Rupports to
the detached redoubt on my left have been relieved, and orders that
I send some there at once. It was understood by Generals Brooks
and Weitzel, as well as by myself, that General Brooks would supply
this detail. I would res~fully inquire if tho detail is to h.1 sent
by General B. ; otherwise, I will send it at once.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

~ lDdonemeut.]

HDQRS, FIRST DIYISION, EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
jfay 22, 1864.

THEODORE READ,
ASMant A(ijutant-General.

[General A. AMEs:]
GENERAL: The detail to occupy the redoubt has been ordered from

General Burnham's brigade, and will be sent there at once.
Very respectfully,

(Ileoond Indoraement.]

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
May 22, 1864.

LieutenantrColonel SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

CoLONEL: This communication and indorsement is all that iR re
quired by the major-general tlommanding, in reference to the support
for the detached redoubt, is it not?

A. AMES,
Br-igculier-General.

HDQRS. THIRD DI~ISION, TENTH .ARMY CORPS,
May 22, 18G4.

Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH,
.A8sisf~.mt Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

COLO EL: The accompanying valise, belon¢ng to Brigadier-Gen-
ral alker was received from the enemy'~ flag of truce by one of

my staff officers with the pI' viso that,. should it contain anything
objectionable, it would be Immediately returned and not forwarded
to th en mJ.

ost r pectfully, your obedient servant,
A. AMES,

Brigculier-General.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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MAY 2~, 1864.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General.

MAY 22, 1864-7 p. m.

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

All the dispositions have heen made as far as circuUlstances will
n.dmit, but they cover in Rpirit t.he commanding general's order.
The enemy probably wanted our picket-line in front of General
Ames, and I think they must have taken it. It is probably restored
by this time.

HEADQUARTEItS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
May 22, 1864.

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

I would respectfully request that Regan's (Seventh New York) bat
tery be either returned to duty wit.h this corps, or else transferred to
the Tenth Corps, as the commanding general may direct.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General.

General WEITZEL,
Chief of Engineers, Department of Virginia, &c. :

Orders have been issued regarding the work in our front with the
exception of the two redoubts. I have withdrawn all working par
t.ies on this day, Sunday, as I make that my practice when I do not
consider it absolutely necessary. Besides the men require rest.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

SMITH'S HEADQUAKTERS,
May 22, 18G4. (Received 12.30 a. m. 23d.)

General BUTLER:
I have sent out 7 trusty men-1 in excess of your number.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

GENERAL QRDERS, ! HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 22. f In the Field, Fa., May 22, 1864.

A thorough inspection of all the troops will be immediately made
this a. m., and reports in a consolidated form sent in to these head
quarhws, The principal ohject will be to find out .the exact comli
tion of t.he n.rmament of the troops, the number, kind, and caliber
of arms and the accout.erments Hnssing, &c. Those who may have
thrown away their arms on the field or march will be brought to
t.rial if it be pm;Hible to find any guilty of such crime.

By command of Major-General Smith:
NICOLAS BOWEN,

Lieut. Col. and Assistant Adjutant. General.
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IN THE FIELD, Muy 22, 1864.

U. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-Velie-rut alld Chief Ellyilleer.

GENERAL ORDERS, I HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY {'oRPS,
No. 23. f In the Field, 1"11., ]lay :t:.!, 11'\1;."

1. Division commande~'8 will send imml,<liatply the names of
officers that may be appumtml a."ll,rovost-lllarslml!'l of divisions and
brigades, A guard of 10 mOl~Iltll( nllln Im.'\ heen !'lmt to ench di vil>
ion for provost duty; the,y WIll perform l>uch duty ouly and on no
occasion be used 808 orderl1Us.

II. All contrabands throng-hout camp will hp collected immediatt'1y
and sent to these headquarters. Only the usual allowance of officel'!'l'
servants :~nd coml"'l.ny C.~k8 will be recognized. A strict compli
ance of tIns order IS re<l111rod at once.

By command of :Majur-General Smith:
NICOLAS BOW~~N,

Lieut. Col. and Assi~lalLt Adjufllltl-(/ott'mi.

GENERAL ORDEWl, l HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS.
No. 24. f Itt the FifM, l'II., J/(I!I :.!:.!, lKfi-L

A thorough inspection of all the transportation of thil> corps will
be made by the quarte~'~aHt~'r of. the ~'l'sl'eet~Vt~ cornm:mds at H a.
m. to-morrow. All deticle~lclesWill he llnmelhatoly supplied and all
repairs mad.e and ~verytlllng done. to reJuh;r. it perfl'dlyetft'<·ti\'e.
Attention will be gIv~u tu the cleanmg aIHI Olh!l~ of h.arlll'l'H, gTOOll!
ing of horHes, gI'easmg of wheels, good cowhtlOn of rUnnillg-gear
and water buckets, the ti~hteningof nuts, screws, &e. The AIIlIlll
lance Corps will be supphed at once by the quartermaster's depart
ment wit.h its full allowance of forage wagons, furge, &c.

By command of Major-General Smith:
- NICOLAS BOWEN

Lieut, Cul, and Assista nt Adjutant-Ut;.,:cral.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS
In the Field, ra., Jlay :t~, ltifi4.

Brig Gen. W. T, H. BROOKS,
. Commanding First Divi8iun:

GENERAL: The followinK is a copy of illl>tructiolls received. tlIis
day from department headquarters :

Maj. Gen. ~.F,S¥ITH,
Commanding Eightterlth Corps:

GENERAL: The commanding general directs me to call your attt>ntion to the fol
lowing points, all of which lOU have undoubtedly observed: Fort Wi.tlconsin and
the work at the creek moul be pushed to completion. The trees on the mvine on
Martindale's and Brooks' frontB should be more fully slaBhed. There should he a
uaverse 'across the opening in Dutton's line. The abatis in front of Mal'l!ton should
be completed, General Brooks to furnish the garriBOn for the redoubt in advancl' of
his right; this garrison to keep out an independent picket-line. General Brooks
told me verbally he would attend to this. A new redoubt will be laid out in tho
open ~und in rear of and near Brooks' rig-ht. Ot>neml Mal'l!wn told me hl' would
build It with detail from his command. He dl'llires thill privilt~('. The portion of
the line joining Dutton and Martindale is not complett>, lIor art' all thl' ilallllllettMl
constructed.

Very respectfully. )'OUI'll, etc.•
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NICOLAS BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

The general commanding trusts that it will not be necessary for
any further order from department headquarters ·in order to com
plete the defenses in front of the Eighteenth Corps.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NICOLAS BOWEN,

Assistant Addutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 22, 1864.

Brig. Gen. W. T. H. BROOKS,
Commanding First Division:

GENERAL: The general commanding corps desires me to saf that
hc does not think the present disposition of troops along a portIOn of
your front in his opimon a desirable one. He directs that the space
between General Martindale's left and the right of your line in the
trenches be occupied by one of the regiments of your command, with
sufficient interval between companiBs~ in order to cover the entire
space where they will camp. SentinelS will be posted on the para
pets, and this disposition will not be changed unless you or the gen
eral commanding corps order it.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NICOLAS BOWEN,

AS8i~tant Addutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 22, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. H. MARTINDALE,
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL: The general commanding corps directs me to say that
any space left unoccupied by troops in your front be filled by a regi
ment with such space between companies that the whole may be
covered, and you will post sentinels along the parapet. This regi
ment will camp along the trenches and the disposition will not be
changed unless by order of the general commanding corps.

I am, general,

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 22, 1864.
Maj. Gon. W. F. SMITH:

SIR: I take the liberty of writing you a few lines to say 1 arrived
here with a full regiment, over 1,200 men, fully armed and equipped,
and well mounted and well drilled and disciplined, expecting to be
sent to the front as cavalry. To-day we were ordered to turn in our
horses and arms and to-morrow to draw muskets and act as infantry.
I have been in the cavalry service now nearly three years, and have
done as much as many other officers more favored. I feel the
humiliation very sorely. Can you do anything for me? Can Y0l:).

have my regiment or(lered under you, or even have myself wi1jh

/
I
).
.t., .. ,.
&':._~-~._-~
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you? I am anxious to be doing something. I saw Captain West
to-d.a~ he told me where yon were. If you can do anything for me
with ueneral Grant I will ever fool grateful.

I am, general, with much respect, your obedient servant,
. WM. H. BOYD,

Colonel Twenty-first Pennsylmnia Cavalry,
L4te Captain First New York Cal'alry.

HEADQUARTERS FORTIETH MASSACHU'SETTS,
May 22, 1864.

Major-General SMITH,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

GENERAL: I have the honor to r~uest that you will use your in
fluence" to have me assigned to the EIghteenth Corps. My regiment
belonged to the Eleventh1 now Twentieth, Corps, and has never boou
transferred to the Tenth oy orders from the War Department. My
reasons for asking for this change are, that I am not satisfied with my
commanders, and my regiment would prefer being with their State
troops. The assignment of commands has been regulated aJ?parently
bv favoritism. I was very willing to abide by any decisIOn till I
found m.yself placed under incompetent persons, and then my duty
to myself and my regiment demanded that I"should, if possible, get
it changed. The records of the War Department show that in com
mand of my battery, regiment, and brigade I have always done my
duty as a soldier, and as such I should like to be treated. Trusting
yon will not regard this as a complaint, but as a desire to serve under
soldiers, I remain,

Very respectfully, yOUI' obedient servant,
GUY V. HENRY,

Colonel Fortieth Massachusetts Volunteers.

MAY 22, 1864-7.30 p. m.
Co A DI TG OFFICER CITY POINT:

Inform me if General Rinks has returned. Let me know at once
your opinion of tho (jondition of the Point; its capability of resist
ing attack, and in general what is the present position. Also the
sam information regarding Fort Powhatan, if General Hinks has
returned.

B. F. BUTLER,
:Jfajor.General, Commanding.

MAY 22, 1864-0 p. m.
Brigadier- eneral WILD,

Wilson's W1ULrf:
I am informed that there is a signal station working at Harrison's

Landing, Is it not po ible to break it up?
B. F. BUTLER,

Major- Gene"rai, Commanding.

- [I(IIZICby Google
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MAY 22, 1864-9.15 p. m.
General BUTLER:

I returned last night at- 12 o'clock; Powhatan is safe. Can hold
City Point against a. greatly superior force. I forwarded a detailed
report· of operations by a messenger this p. m. Everything is quiet
on our front.

E. W. HINKS,
Brigculier-General, Commanding.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~ HDQRS. 3D D!v., I~TH ~RMY Co~;s,
No. 26. f Ctty Pomt, la., ~ra!l 22, 1864.

I. Paragraph n, Special Orders, No. 24, dated headquarters Third
Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, City Point, Va., May 20, 18li4, .
relating to the disposition of the artillery of this division, is so
modified as to leave two sections of Captain Howell's batter:y (M),
Third New York Artillery, at Fort Powhatan, and one sectIOn at
Wilson's Wharf. The other changes contemplated in the above
named order will be made as soon as possible.

• • • • • • •
V. Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild, commanding First Brigade, will order

four companies of infantry, under the command of a lieutenant
colonel or major, to report to Colonel Kiddoo for duty at Fort Pow
hatan.

By command of Brig. Gen. E. W. Rinks:
SOLON A. CARTER,

Captain and A.eting Assistant Adjutant-Gene-ral.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
Farrar's Island, James River, May 22, 1864.

(Via Fort Monroe, 4.30 p. m. 24th. Received 5 p. m.)
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretar'IJ of the Nav'IJ:
Monitors practice at Rowlett Battery, firing I5-inch shell with

great accuracy, but with no chance of stopping the progress of this
commanding rebel work. The 15-inch is a great gun truly. La..<;t
night the enemy attacked the army, and were handsomely repulsed.
Navy was in a position to fire if desired by signal from army, but
no si~nal was made by army, as the direction of firing must be nll
cel'tam over high hills and woods.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

FORT MAGRUDER, Ma'IJ 22, 1864.
Lieutenant SCHROEDER,

Acting A8sistant Adjutant-General:
Lieutennnt Libean. in charge of picket at Jamestown Island,

]('arn~ from a contraband that a force of some 40 rebels is at Surry
- - --

*,800 Part II, p. 167.
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Conrt-Honse. A picket of 3 men posted on the bank of the river
opposite to him. Quite a number of contrabands are reported as
anxious tp get away from the opposite shore. No force can be sent
from tills post. .

WM. H. P. STEERE,
Colonel, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May 22,1864.

CoL H. T. SISSON,
Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers:

8m: I have learned with surprise that the im,Pression has pre
vailed in your regiment that the recent changes In the disposition
of the troops in the various field-works around this place were made
for the reason that I thought the duty at these places had not been
well or imperfectly performed. After the many tokens of approba.
tion expressed to yourself and the officers of your regiment at the
forts recently vacated by them, I could scarcely believe that orders
so plainly necessitated by the exigencies of the same, could be so
c.onstrued. The ideas imputed to me at least never existed. I
learned with still more surprise that certain officers of your regi
ment conceived it proper to make certain statements in writing re
flecting upon me and calculated to injure me as an officer.

As you are about leaving this district under orders from me,
which I had every reason to believe would be very gratifying to you,
while they would be for the very best interest of the service, I
desire to state to you that no disapprobation of the manner in which
the companies of your regiment performed their duty was ever ex
pressed or even thought. On the contrary I never visited any of
the places oCcupied by them without expressing, and that too in the
kindest possible manner, my gratification, and the changes which
were unwillingly made in the disposition of the forces were plainly
necessitated by the condition of the forces now remaining under my
command, and the cordial acquiescence on the part of those who
have during a time of war so quietly and co~fortablyoccupied these
positions was certainly expected.

As to the statement of those officers which I have before men
tioned I can only say that if they were conscientiously made they
should be fairly considered. Y Ol.l. will probably agree with me,
however, that the fair and manly course for these officers to pursue,
would be to present a copy of their statement to me in order that I
may be able to meet the affair in a proper way.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 23, 1864-11 p. m. (Received 4 p. m. 24th.)

Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

The army moved from its ~osition of this morning to the North
Anna, following closely Lee s army. The Fifth and Sixth Oorps

8 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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marched by way of Harris' Store to Jericho Ford, and the Fifth
Corps succeeded in effecting a crossing and getting position without
mucn opposition. Shortly after, however, they were violently at
tacked, but handsomely repulsed the assault without much loss to
us. We captured some prisoners. The Second Corps holds the
bridge just above the railroad, and the Ninth Corps is between that
and Jericho Ford, on the north bank, in face of the eneD!Y. It is
doubtful whether troops can be crossed except where the Fifth and
Sixth Corps are. Everything looks exceedingly favorable for us.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, May 23, 1864.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Your dispatch from Bethel Church, dated 6.30 [8] p. m.
yesterday, is received~ In accordance with your previous direc
tions Generals Meigs and Barnard were sent to the James River, with
orders to report by telegraph how many troops could be spared and
on the means of water transportation. The 'moment I receive it I
will give the orders for the proposed movement. If the enemy re
treats behind the South Anna, West Point would be the proper place
to occupy, but until he does so I .think it would be unwise ana ex
ceedingly hazardous to attempt to hold both City Point and West
Point, as the enemy might concentrate on either and crush it out. I
shall, therefore, order any troops that Meigs and Barnard think can
be spared from Butler's command to Tappahannock or Port Royal;
to the latter if you are still in the vicinity of Bowling Green or the
North Anna. Whatever I can raise here will be sent to same place
till further orders. Permit me to repeat what I have so often urged,
that in my opinion every man we can collect should be hurled against
Lee, wherever he may be, as his army, not Richmond, is the true
objective point of this campaign. When that armyis broken, Rich
mond will be of very little value to the enemy. Demonstrations on
that place exha.ust us morethan they injure 'the rebels, for it will re
quire 2 men outside to keep 1 in Richmond. I once thought that this
could be more than compensated for by destroying their lines of
supply, but experience has proved that they can repair them just
about as fast as we can destroy them; such at least was the case un
der Dix and Foster, and I think Butler's operations will have no bet
ter result. I have no doubt we shall soon have loud calls for re-en
forcements in West Virginia, but I shall not send any unless you so
order, for I have very little faith in these collateral operations. The
little good they accomplish seldom equals their cost in men and
money. If you succeed in crushing L8e all will be well; if you
fail, we immediately lose whatever we may have gained in West
Virginia or around Richmond. I therefore propose to send to you
everything I can get without regard to the calls of others, until you

.direct otherwise.
Very respectfully, your o~dient servant,

H. W. HALLECK.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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H. W. HALLECK.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, May 23, 1864.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
What you say in your note of the 20th about the major-generals is

correct. There are two vacancies. The law allows five. You filled
an original vacancy, and I last year urged Sherman's name for Wool's
place ~ but could not get him appointed. Your promotion makes a
seconQ vacancy, and I have urged the names of Meade and Sherman,
and Hancock for Meade's place as brigadier. There is some obstacle
in the way and I can't remove it. I am not certain what it is but
can guess. Perhaps you will be enlightened a little by knowing
what are some of the outside influences. I understand the names of
Butler and Sickles have been stron~ly urged by politicians, in order
they say to break down" West Pomt influence.' It will not be dif
ficult to draw conclusions. This is entre MUS.

Yours, truly,

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
MoncU1'e's House, Va., May 23,1864-2 p. m.

Major-General MEADE,
Com7'TUJln,(],ing Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: The Second Corps will proceed to suitable cam~ing
grounds on the banks of the North Anna, near the New Bndge,
which is the erossing of the Telegraph road over the Anna. If pos
sible, the bridge and crossing will be secured. This corps will also
extend east to hold the railroad bridp;e. The Ninth Corps will take
position to the right of the Second Corps and will seize Ox Ford, a
ford over the Anna next west of New Bridge. If practicable. this
ford will also be held. The Fifth Corps will occupy the bank of the
river to cover and hold Jericho Ford. The Sixth Corps will take
place on the ri~ht of the Fifth Corps. If any bridge or ford is to
their front it WIll be seized and held; if none in front efforts will be
made to open roads to the river at points where crossings may be
effected to their front.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 23, 1864-8 a. m.

Brigadier-General BENHAM:
Your dispatch-of last evening received. As your instructions to

proceed to Belle Plain did not pass through me, I presume your in
structions governed the lresent case. Take the bridge at Belle
Plain to Washin~on, an await orders there, providing for towing
what is at FrederIcksburg to Port Royal, and wherever after it may
be needed.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., .M~ay 23, 1864.

Brigadier-General BENHAM,
Commanding Engineer CO'rps, U. S. Army:

GENERAL: General Abercrombie requests me to inform you that
he will march for Port Royal overland and not by way of Freder
icksburg. Can you have the pontoon bridges there for crossing the
troops?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT L. ORR,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 23, 1864.

ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspector- General.

General BENHAM:
GENERAL: I sent your dispatch for General Humphreys to him,

although it was directed to General Abercrombie. The messenger
who brought it is detained at Captain Slosson's to convey General
H.'s answer to you.

NORTH A~NA SIGNAL STATION,
May 23, 1864-4.30 p. m.

[General HANCOCK?:]
GENERAL: I have the honor to report th&t observations just made

from a tree top disclosed five guns in position and in use by the
enemy near the railroad bridge. About 300 cavalry were seen to
move back from the river and disappear in the woods, clouds of
dust rising from woods about 1 mile beyond the river.

'TAYLOR.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-11 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
• Commanding Fifth Corps:

SIR: The head of my column is at Old Chesterfield, half a mile
from the depot. I am now about advancing. I am afraid General
Torbert, commanding the cavalry, has taken the wrong road, as he
has run into your column. My impression is that my road leads by
the station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volun~rs.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Old Chesterfield, lrlay 23, 1864-11.05 a. m.

General WILLIAMS:
SIR: The head of my column has arrived, and the First Division

is marssed here. My advanc~ haos been at the depot. The infantry
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MAy 23, 1864-11.30 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864--11.40 a. m.

is now proceeding toward Chesterfield Ford. My cavalry appears to
have turned off to the right from this place, and have gone to Jeri
cho Ford, which they now hold on this side, the enem:y's cavalry
being on the other side. I have already communicated WIth General
Warren's column on my right, which apJ?tlars to have been marching
on the road to Jericho Bridge, two divISlOI18 of it. General Warren,
thinkin~he was on the wron~ road, has, I understand, taken these
two diVISions off more to the right. General Torbert has passed from
here down the same road and struck that column. I shall hold J eri
cho Bridge until General Burnside comes up, but shall get General
Torbert to come down and get possession of Chesterfield Ford. In
the mean time I shall push the infantri on. The guns that are fir
ing occasionally are either from Genera Torbert or the head of Gen
eral Warran's column.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

MaJvr-General, Commanding.

Major-General HANCOCK:
GENERAL: If it is necessary for column to follow Torbert I will

not be in the way. The map is so erroneous that it is difficult to
tell which way to go, by anything named on it. I have followed the
Telegraph road, which runs nearly south, 20 degrees east (I have
mappedit), aud found myself much nearer the railroad than I ex
pected. I doubt the existence of the road between it and the rail
road, as laid down. I ~as skirmishing Rosser's cavalry back when
Torbert got up, and had gotten in view of the river. Torbert went
ahead, and I think drove the foe from the south side. A deserter
says there is infantry and artillery there. I gave way to Torbert,
and am now prospecting further up the stream at what is called
Jericho Mills. There is said to be a ford there, but no bridge. The
road General Torbert came out on strikes the Telegraph road at
Carmel Church, and by the Telegraph road thence it is perhaps
2 or 3 miles to the North Anna. Captain Miller, who has just ar
rived, says you are about It miles of and a little northeast of Carmel
Church. If you communicate with General Meade will you please
forward this for his information. .

Respectfully,

Colonel WALKER:
COLONEL: At Mount Carmel Church, about It miles from where

I left General Hancock, I found General Warren. At the church
the road forks; General Torbert has taken the left-hand road with
his cavalry, General Warren the right-hand, with his corgs.

W. D. W. MILLER,
Captain and Aide-lie-Camp.
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WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Madar-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-11.40 a. m. (Received 12.45 p. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

SIR: Upon subsequent inquiry I have become pretty well satisfied
that I must take the road that leads to the right from Old Chester
field, and proceed a mile to the road on which Warren's two divis
ions have been moving, from which, I understand, he has moved them
off. I am now proceeding there. There is nothing at the depot on
the other road in my front, and the river is 6 miles distant in that
direction from that point.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

MUi.jm·-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Near Ox Ford, May [23 ?], 1864-1 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

SIR: I have arrived here-about three-fourths of a mile from the
river. The ford here is known as Ox Ford. There is a bridge alBa
(that is, the bridge was standing last week), some little distanoe ba
low, say one-half mile, called Taylor's Bridge. The bridge is over
the Telegraph road. There is no such ford known here, so far as I
can ascertain, as Chesterfield Ford. Jericho Mills and Ford are
about 3 or 4 miles above this. I have sent some infantry down to
seize bOth bridge and ford. The enemy's sharpshooters occupy the
other side. I don't think they have any force; they have some little
artillery, but appearances indicate that they are not strong. We
shall soon know. General Warren's column is on my right, and I
am in close connection with it. I am massing my troops in front of
the position. A prisoner was captured yesterday, who just came
from the defenses of Savannah. He says that all the troops there
have been ordered up here.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Jericho Mi&, May 23, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
The enemy made no show of resistance here; my infantry are ford

ing. I do not believe they mean to hold the North Anna. Will
you communicate with General Meade, if you know where he is.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Near Ox Ford, May 2a, 1864-1.Mi p. m.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistamt Adjutant-General, Army of the. Potomac :

GENERAL: The enemy seem to be passing in large force on the
other side of the river. They are now extending down across the
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WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

railroad on their side. I am putting skirmishers down to the bridge
IIDd ford, and we will see whether it appears possible for us to com
mand their approaches. I am extending my troops across the rail
road also.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

HEADQuARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-2.35 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
. Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Pofmnac:

SIR: I am now at Taylor's Brid~e, where the enemy have epaule
ments and some batteries. My sklrmishers are across, and I am just
pushing them forward a short distanc6. I am planting batteries, to
have a cover-fire, and if I think I can hold the crossing and establish
a bridge-head, I will do so, although, as I have no orders to crosshI
shall not do so unless it appears pretty plain. .I am extending to t e
left across the railroad, my right resting in front of General Cutler's
position (Fifth Corps, Carmel Church), and am picketin~ the river.

The enemy appear to be in force, although I do not thmk he can
prevent a crossmg. I can hear the whistle of locomotives frequently
on the Virginia Central. A good many troops have been seen across
the river, yet they aI>pear to be marching down; therefore I have
extended my left. I have no doubt a respectable force is holding my
front, on account of the epaulements, &c., there, but whether they
expect to remain long enough to dispute the passage strongly I do
not know yet. I have just received a dispatch from Warren, stating
that his men are fording the river. The depth of the river seems to
be no obstacle. In position the enemy appear to have some advan
tage over me. Shall I force a crossing?

Your obedient servant,

[FirBt Indorsement.]

I have ordered Warren to cross his whole corps and intrench.
Wright, I think, had better take position on this side, to support
Warran. Shall Hancock force a crossing?

GEO. G. MEADE.

[Second indorsement.]

MAY 23, 1864-3 p. m.
Major-General MEADE:

By all means. I would have Warrell cross all the men he can to
night, and intrench himself strongly. There is but little likelihood
that he will be pushed by the enemy, and if he is he canbe re-enforced
or could fall back by the same road, as necessity might require.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General. .
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-3.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
t!ssistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

SIR ~ I have just received your dispatch of 2 p. m. by Captain
Bachf1. So far as I am concerned, all the movements are anticipated.
My left crosses the railroad, and my right rests temporarily at Ox
Ford, by a de14ched bri~ade, until General Burnside gets up. My
center is opposite Taylor s Bridge, and I have three regiments across;
~m just waIting fo.r my artillery (which is very slow) to o¥;n, to 800
If I can make a bndge-head over there. If you hear any firing, that
will be it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers.
[FIrBt Indorsement.]

Hancock has three regiments across. I should think, from present
indicatioD,s, Lee is going to hold the Pamunkey and South Anna..
Shall Hancock cross his whole force, if practicable?

GEO. G. MEADE,
. Major-General.

[second Indoraement.l

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 23, 1864-4.15 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
If Hancock can secure a croBsing, he should do so. If, however, the

bulk of the enemy appears to be to the left of him, our cavaJry should
picket well down, to see that no detachment of the enemy gets in on
our left.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, lSG-l-3.30 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Poto'mac:

Sm: The bridge at Taylor's Bridge, if there was one there, is no
lon~er standing. The stream is a small one; the water onl)' about
12 lllches deep, with a. sandy bottom. The crossing-place IS about
12 feet wide. A negro came in to-day; left Hanover Junction yes
terday at 4.20 p. m. ; says that the head of the enemy's column
arrived there yesterday before he left.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Majar-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864-4 p. In.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: It is now reported that the creek which the enemy's
earth-works command is not the river, but that the river is 500 yaros
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behind. They have strong earth-works there. The enemy are con
stantly moving troops by brigades in full sight. I think the earth
works can be taken between the creek and the river. I am waiting
for my artillery to open, but it takes some time to find positions for
it. I have a brigade across the creek now waiting for my artillery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864--4.20 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant AdjutanJ-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: A contraband has just come in from across the river,
who states that all the enemis forces are stationed from opp()site
here down to Hanover JunctIOn; that all the corps are there-Hill,
Longstreet, and Ewell, and General Lee; but that some of the
troops are moving to the right toward Richmond. I send you the
information for what it may be worth.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Majar-General, Commanding.

The contraband reports that the river is about half a mile from
the creek; that it can be easily forded; that there is a bridge across
it about 25 yards wide. He says also that it is eommanued by forti
fications.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
!J[llY 2:1, 1864-4.35 1'. m.

General MEADE:
GENERAL: I have received by Captain Meade the dispatch· from

General Grant. I have not seen General Torbert for two hours. I
have sent to find him in order to instruct him according to the terms
of the dispatch, as I had done before. From present appearances
it looks as if no crossing of the river can be forced here at present,
88 all accounts agree that the enemy are in force. anu there is a
creek between us and the river, with obstacles, to be passed-the
said obstacles consisting of batteries, with epaulements, as before
TelXlrted, and the same on the other side of the river. I have a
bngade across the creek, and am endeavoring to get my artillery to
open to enable them to take the works. but the country is !:IO wooded
and unknown, as well as little favorable for artillery, that it takes
time.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

.Major-General, Commanding.
[Indo..,ment.]

CARMEL CHURCH-4.35 P. M.

I send a dispatch from Warren with tb,is. I have ordered Wright
down to Warren's crossing.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- Genercil.

* second indorsement, Grant to Meade, 4.15 p. m., p. 120.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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I!EADQUARTER8 SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864-7.50 p. m.

General WILLIAMS:
. GENERAL: Two brigades of Birney's division assaulted the enemy's
earth-work and rifle-pits which they held this side of the river and
behind a creek. The assault was a gallant one. The works were
carried; the enemy were driven across the river with a small loss in
prisoners. It is understood the pits were held by :McLaws. Colonel
Egan reports that he holds the bridge, so that he can cross. This is
probably true, but as the message came by an orderly, I do not re
port it as absolutely true. Lieutenant Mackenzie, engineer, just
from the front, reports that the above is correct. ,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D fj. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-9.20 p. m.

General WILLIAMS:
SIR: The enemy appear to have fortified the position opposite me

some five months SInce. They have some half dozen strong de
tached earth-works for 'artillery well back from tne river. The crest
of the hill they occupy in rear of these works is fringed with woods,
and if the enemy have rifle-pits now, they are just in the edge of the
woods.· The works I carried were this side of the river. I hold a ~si
tion close to and commanding the bridge, and may carry it to-lllght.
But if General Warren has crossed two divisions, as reported, it may
be better to hold this point, and cross most of the troops where W 801'

ren is. The position I hold in advance is well under the guns of the
redoubts mentioned, and there may be difficulty in advancing be
yond this point. One division of my corps is east of the railroad.
tlw others on the west side. :My' picket-hne is on the river, except
for a short distance near the raIlroad bridge. The enemy have no
men on this side of the river in my front now.

Very respectfully, yout obedient servant,
. WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 23,1864-11 p. m.

(Received 12.30 a. m. 24th.)
Major-General HANCOCK:

Your dispatches of 7.50 and 9.20 received. I infer from the latter
that you deem the crossing of the river in your front impracticable.
It is desirable you should cross there, but the attempt should not be
made unless, in your judgment, there is a reasonable degree of prob
ability of success. The matter is, therefore, left to your discretion.
Should you conclude it imprudent to attempt, you will make your
arrangements to hold the bridge securely with the minimum force,
and hold the balance available, ready to cross at Ox Ford in case
Burnside can cross there, or where Warren has crossed. Should
you attempt to force a passage and require support, Burnside has
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-Ge-nt'ral.

ORDERS.]

HEADQeARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 2:J, 18(;4-5.25 p. m.

been directed to furnish it on your application. In the same manner,
in case you do not attempt to cross and Burnside does, and wants as
sistance, you will give it to him on his call. Advise me at the earli
est moment of what you propose to do.

Respectfully, yours,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
Near Milford, May 23, 1864-2.30 a. m.

The following is the order of march for to-day, May 23: At 5 a.
m. a force of cavalry under Brigadier-General Torbert will move
in the direction of Chesterfield, supported by a brigade of infantry
from General Birney's division, and followed by the entire command
in the following order: Third Division, Major-General Birney;
Fourth Division, Brigadier-General Tyler; Second Division, Briga
dier-General Gibbon; First Division, Brigadier-General Barlow.
The chief of artillery will assign two batteries to each division. The
remainder of the artillery and the bridge train will move after the
First Division, which will furnish a rear guard of a bri~ade. The
ambulances and spring wagons will follow their divisIOns; other
wagons will follow the artillery and bridge train. and will move un
der direction of Colonel Batchelder, chief quartermaster. Each
division commander will see that the intrenching tools used by his
command are properly repacked, and will send them to the train
near corps headquarters. It is reported that roads can be found
other than the one laid down on tho map, from Milford to Chester
field, via Athens; otherwise, and unless special instructions are
given to the contrary, the command will move by the road. The
regiments of heavy artillery will move with their own division.
The Fifth Corps will be movmg on our right flank, and the Ninth
Corps on their flank or in rear. General Torbert, commanding cav
alry, will endeavor to keep up communication with these commands,
and will have all roads on the flank of the column thorou~hlyexam
ined and ]>icketed. Corps headquarters during the morrnng will be
near the leading division. Unless the enemy are met before reach
ing the North Anna the command will move to Chesterfield.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant AdjtdanfrUmeral.

General [GmBoN] :
General Barlow's skirmishers are across the river, and en~aged,

whether with cavalry or infantry do not know. He is trymg to
seize the road. General Birney is examining a ford higher up, but
will not cross at present view of things. He reports seeing rebel
infantry farther up. It is not supposed that this will affect the re
sult of your operations. It looks as if Barlow had got the road. He
will cross with great caution regiment by regiment.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
F. A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Oommanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 23, 1864.

General BIRNEY:
If possible keep your troops out of sight until we can develop

what the enemy is doing. A rebel column is seen passing down on
the other side. (Colonel Morgan says he has seen several thousand.)
Colonel Tidball IS looking for places to plant batteries, and Colonel
M. says the best place is on the left, near the river road. There can
be no reason, however, why we may not hold the river bank as
well as ihe enemy. You will soon know what is possible. If you
can't cross the river we will wait for orders. .

Your obedient servant,

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
May 23, 1864:-3.33 p. m.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- Gen-eral.

Major-General HANCOCK :
GENERAL: The First Brigade has crossed the creek, not river.

The river is some 500 yards farther, and behind it ther have strong
earth-works. They are certainly moving troops by brIgades in full
sight. The small earth-work near the creek can be taken. Our
artillery does not open or co-operate.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
lilay 23, 1864-4.10 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY:
SIR: The major-general commanding directs me to say that he

has directed Colonel Tidball to open as soon as possible. General
Warren writes two hours ago that he has crossed above by fording.
Whether it is the creek o'r the rivel', the major-general commanding
does not know.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

TELEGRAPH ROAD SIGNAL STATION,
May 23, 1864:-1.30 p. m.

General W AHREN:
A small body of enemy's infantry in position back of an embank

ment along the south bank of river in front of Telegraph road. A.
column of infantry and artillery moving rapidly toward our ri~ht:>
about a mile in rear of river, apparently moving into positIOn.
Infantry in position about a mile south of river.

. B. F. FISHER,
Oaptain and Signal Ojficer.
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JERICHO MILLS, May 23, 1864-1.30 p. m.
Major-General MEADE:

The enemy made no show of resistance at this point. My infantry
are fording. Pope's cavalry will follow the first brigade. 1 do not
believe the enemy intends holding the North Anna. There is no
bridge here. 1 am fording. The point is about 2 miles due west
from the Telegraph road at Carmel Church.

G. K. WARREN,
Madar-General of Volunteers.

P. S.-1 could have been over two hours sooner, but there was no
one who knew the place as a bridge, and 1 was taken toward the
bridge on the Telegraph road by a negro, who said he knew every
bridge on the river.

G.X.W.
I have informed General Hancock, and asked him to send word to

you if he knows where to. I fear this will be a long time reaching
you.

[IndOl'llllDlllDt.)

It appears from the within that Warren has crossed the river;
should he go on or only hold the crossing? What should Wright
do j cross after Warren or go to some point higher up?

GEO. G. MEADE,
Majar-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-2.35 p. m.

Major-General WARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps:
SIR: 1 am now at Taylor'& Bridge, where the enemy have opaule

menta and some batteries. My skirmishers are across, and I am just
pushing them forward a short distance. I am planting batteries,
to have a cover-fire, and if I think 1 can seize the crossing and estab
lish a bridge-head, I will do so, although as 1 have no orders to cross,
I shall not do so unles~ it appears pretty plain. 1 also hold by a
brigade a crossing It milos to my rIght (the enemy have a battery
there) which 1 suppose you will relieve as 1 am extending to the left
across the railroad, my right resting i'n front of General Cutler's
position (as 1 last saw it). I am p'icketing the river. The enemy
appear to be in force, yet 1 doubt If they can prevont a crossing. I
hear the whisHes of the locomotives on the Virginia Central.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Jericho MiUs, May 23, 1864-3.20 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: 1 took what 1 thought the right road from Harris'

Store. My general course was south 20 degrees east. 1 was driv
ing back Rosser's cavalry when 1 learned that G~neral Hancock was
coming that way. I immediately turned off Griffin's division to
this point, and we saved. the crossing. General Griffin's division is
now over. He has advanced so that his sharp.shooters cover the
railroad. He had a skirmish with some South Carolina infantry in

[" IIZI C bvGoogle
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doing so. The pontoon bridge is being laid, and General Crawford
is now fording. This is a ford that wagons cannot use, and the aJ.>
proaches are very bad each side. I think I can get all over here If
It is necessary with my usual train. A prisoner just brought in
says Wilcox's division is waiting for us behind the railroad. It is a
regiment of his sent out to feel us that Griffin drove back. There
is said to be a bridge 2t miles above here at Butler's Mill. I will
send up and see what it is. Two of my squadrons went to Downer's
Bridge, and I have not seen them since. Colonel Pope says some
one put them on picket duty along some road. I hope you will re
member in any expectation of what my cavalry can accomplish,
that they must not be very great. I have sent you notes before of
anything that occurred, but I fear the messenger has had trouble in
finding you.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

. P. 8.-1 send you a sketch from here down to Hancock's crossing
place.

G.K.W.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 23, 1864-3.20 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Your dispatch received. The major-general commanding directs
that you pa88 your whole corps across the river and intrench your
self.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of f:j'faff.

P. S.-The enemy are in front of Hancock and dispute the passage
of the river.

A. A. H.

JERICHO MILLS, May 23, 1864-4.15 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

I have two divisions across and my bridge most laid, my line a
mile out from the river. I am still of the opinion they are only
trying to delay us by holding the bridges. They gain time every
where perhaps by the slowness of my crossing. The bridge that I
reported 2i miles above me, is the one I believe that leads down from
Chilesburg. I think General Wright should extend out and get
possession of that for the crossing of all the trains. if needed. By
advancing my corps I uncover I think all the bridges; but I shall
hardly be in good condition to do so till late.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
CaNnel Church, May 23, 18G4.

Major-General WARREN:
Your train is ~arked here. What do you intend doing with it?

The head of WrIght's column will be here in half an hour. He was
pushed to take post on your right, but now that you have crossed
the river, he is directed to take post on this bank to support you.
Wright will interpose between you and your train, unless it is got
out of the way, and will probably do so with his troops before you
can move it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Jericho Mills, May 23, 1864-4.45 p. m.

General MEADE:
I parked my train on purpose to get it out of the way of General

WrIght's troops. I shall not want much of it to-night, and if he
willlet tha~j>80rt pass after his troops so that the rations can be
issued it will be all I want.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General,
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MAY 23, 1864-4.45 p. m.
COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS:

The commanding ~eneral considers it bett.er that you should not
cross your train to-mght. Wright's head of column is not up yet,
but will start as soon as it arrives, and as your train has begun to
move it will be cut by his troops.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

MAY 23, 186~.
COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS:

We metyour cavalry- from Downer's Bridge yesterday afternoon
between New Bethel Church and Madison's Ordinary. Since then
nothing has been heard of them at these headquarters.

A. .A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Carmel Church, May 23, 1864-6 p. m.

General WARREN:'
I think it w:-ould be well if you could send down the river bank

and look for a road leading to Ox Ford, where General Burnside is
now moving to on Hancock's right. The head of General Wright's
column is just coming up, too late to send him to rsic] join in a move
ment down the river. Inave directed him to halt at the forks of the
road leading to you and the one to Butler's Bridge. It will be dark
before he gets there. I question the expediency of crossing your
trains, for if the enemy IS descending the Pamunkey and SOuth
Anna, we shall probably have to move to the left to-morrow.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEAD~UARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
I was attacked by Longstreet's men about 6 o'clock. I have re

pulsed them. The fight is, however, still going, but I have no doubt
we shall hold our own.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-8.45 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
In my haste to send you some word during the row to-night I said

"Lon~street's men," I should have said" Wilcox's men." I do not
know If more attacked us. Part of my extreme right was just B:0ing
into position when the enemy advauced, and receiving a conSIdera
ble fire, broke, but without much loss. I had to drive them back with
the artillery, which made so much noise. We have taken Bome
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G. K. WARREN,
Mador-General.

MAY 23, 1864.

G. K. WARREN.

prisoners and they reported the whole of Lee'!! army about, which
inade every part of the line feel nervous. I believe, however, from
examination, that the prisoners meant only that the whole army
was south of the river. Some of the prisoners said they thought we
were only cavalry. I will have my p<>8ition quite secure by morn
ing and everything in order.

Respectfully,

General HUMPHREY8:

We captured quite a number of prisoners. It will require day
light before I can tell how much we or the enemy suffered. We
C3J!t.Ured Colonel Brown, commanding McGowan't1 brigade, and the
adJutant-general of Thomas' brigade.

Respectfully,

P. 8.-1 inclose an order· showing they are putting everything in
the ranks.

G. K. WARREN.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
.May 23, Ul64-!J.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. WARREN,
Oommanding Fifth Oorps:

GKNBBAL: There is an island in front of me between me and the
river made by a small creek which I at first mistook for the river.
On this island the enemy had. a redoubt, built some five months
since, ~nd rifle-pits in COllilsction. Behind this redoubt the bridge
leads across the river, and on their side of the river there are five or
six redoubts also said to have been built some months sinco; these
command the island. This evening late two brigades of my troops
carried the redoubt and rifle-pits on the island under a galling and
continued musketry and artillery fire, and swept the enemy from tht:!
island, taking a number of prisoners. I now hold the head of the
bri«!ge and am intrenching. I hope to carry the other end of the
bridge to-night. I do not think, however, that this is a favorable
point for cro88in~ the troops, as the enemy's redoubts before spoken
of command the Island or peninsula.

1 am, sir, very respectfully,_your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers.

IIEADQUARTERS ARHY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 23, 1864-10.30 p. m.

lIajor-General WARREN: .
, . I congratulate you and your gallant corps for the handsome man

ner in which you repulsed the enemy's attack. I have directed Gen-
* Not found.

9 R R- OL XXXVI, PT ill
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

eral Wright to have his corps across by daylight to support you.
Hancock is ordered to force a passa~e at daylIght with his corps and
Burnside's. Hancock reports drivmg the enemy across the river
and securing the bridge and ~sage. If you have an op~rtunity
with your own corps and WrIght's to attack to advantage, do so.

Respectfully, yours,

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864.

Generals Crawford and Cutler will begin to move with the bat
teries now with them at 5 a. m., General Cutler taking the road
south from Harris' Store, and General Crawford following the Tele
graph road. General Crawford will come back on the main road
he has left. On reaching the junction of these two roads General
Cutler will take the lead if the route will not admit of both. Gen
eral Griffin, with the remainder of the batteries, will follow General
Crawford. The engineers, with the troops and the pontoon train,
will follow General Griffin. The wagon train will follow the engi
neer train. Colonel Kitching's command will act as flank guard to
the train. The Maryland Brigade will bring up the rear as rear
guard. The cavalry, under Colonel Pope, will :precede General
Crawford on the Telegraph road, Colonel Pope startmg at 4.30 a. m.,
and will keep well in advance of the column, keeping the road as
near to the east of Hawkins' Creek as can be found. Commanders
of divisions and independent detachments and brigades will have
reveille sufficiently early to allow their commands to take their
places in the command assigned them, and be careful to prevent
straggling. The usual music calls may be had.

By command of Major-General Warren:
A. ·S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-3.30 p. m.

General GRIFFIN:
I intend to move your division this afternoon-I think out on the

road along the railroad opposite your right. I have not yet fully
determined which road to take, but will let you know as soon as I
do. I give you this preliminary notice that you will have to move.
It is by orders from headquarters preparatory to an advance to
morrow. General Meade's headquarters have moved up here, and
I am getting all our trains across.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
May 23, 1864-9 p. m.

[General WARREN:]
GENERAL: A report reaches me from General Bartlett that Breck

inridge has just come up to re-enforce, and is now on the railroad.

I

~ -. _~ J



C1Lu'. XLVIlL] OORRESPONDENCE, ETC.-UNION. 131'

CHAS. GRIFFIN,
B,..igadier-Genern1.

ORDERS.]

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-1 p. m.

llEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
.May 23, 1864-1 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
May 23, 1864.

Prisoner says that a hel\v;y force attacked us to-day. Colonel Brown,
Fourteenth South Carohna, says Norwood belongs to Thomas' bri
gade. I am anxious for tools.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS.
May 23, 18M.

This division will be ready to move at () o'dock this morning, in
the folLowing order: First, Second Brigade; sooond, battery; third,
First Brigade; fourth, two batteries; fifth, Third Brigade. Re
veille will be sounded at 4 o'clock. The usual music calls may 00
had.

By command of Brigadier-General Griffin:
C. B. MERVINE,

As•.,istant Adjutant-General.

General C1UWFORD :

Bring your division back to the church, and take the road to where
General Griffin is. If the Second Corps is moving in the road, you
can leave your batteries where they are and come through the edge
of wood, keeping to the left of them.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

.Major-General.

General CUTLER:

Bring your division~after General Crawford's, back to the church
and take the road to tne left. If the Second Corps occupy tho road
you can leave your batteries where they are and keep along the ed~~
of the woods. Leave word with the brigade you detached to rejom
you when General Hancock relieves it. Pick up your detachment at
the church as you come along.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

[General G. K. W AHREN:]

GXNERAL: The enem)' opened a battery toward night just opposite
my left flank, and which will enfilade my line. I am mtrenching;
but it is very necessary to send the brigade which we sent to the
right back again, or the line designated cannot be established. Op
posite my left, where the enemy opened his first battery, he advanced
a line of skirmishers toward sundown. The rations of the men are
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MAY 23, 1864.

S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

OPERATIONS IN BE. VA. AND N. C.

out, and I desire to kno~ when they can be obtained. The officer
will designate where I am. I beg that direotions be sent to the bat
tery officers in regard to their fire. Colonel Hardin was knocked
from his horse and hurt, and my skirmish line on the left had to re
tire, as the shells of our own batteries burst over them. .

Very respectfully,

132

General CRAWFORD:
I have directed your brigade to be sent to you as soon as I can

hear where it is. I have plenty of re-enforcements for daybreak.
The batteries will be cautioned. Intrenching tools will come up as
soon as General Wright clears the road of his troops, and so will ra
tions. I wish you would be sure and send in your prisoners to me.
I send you one regiment of Cutler's brigade.

G. K. 'WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-7.30 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I sent a reconnaissance of cavalry and infantry this moming on

the road from Thomburg to Chilesburg. It has not yet been heard
from, but I am movinK down the Telegraph road on the route fol
lowed by Fifth Corps yesterday. I have not yet been able to get
hold of our supplies, though I have had orderlies after them and the
orders have reached the commissaries. If anythin~ can be done by
you in the way of directing the trains taken to jom me I shall be
obliged. The orderly taking this is in search of the train, with in
structions to the corps commissary. From the orders received last
ni~ht, I at first assumed I was not to move till the result of recon
naIssance was known, but, as there was some uncertainty in regard
to the intention of the order, I am moving, as before stated, without
waiting. This will probably bring me up against Warren very
soon.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 23, 1864-11.45 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The head of my column is at Allen's, about a mile beyond Dr.
Flippo's, where I have brought up against Fifth Corps, and where
I find my supplies. I am doubling up and issuing, and as fast
as issues are made will move on. Ewell and Longstreet both
reported to have passed here on Saturday evening and yesterday.
Road filled by them: Longstreet behind. Warren's corps came up

i

. I
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
Ml~Y 2:3, 1864-7 p. m.

ORDRRS.]

MAY 23, 1864-3 p. m.

O. E. BABOOCK,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp•

about half an hour after rear guard had passed.. The first of these
troops are said to have gone to Chesterfield; the last to Mouut Car
mel Church, on Telegraph road, 1 mile this side of river. Hampton
dined at Welch's, near Madison's Ordinary, on Saturday. I have
Bent forward to learn more of the roarls and which one Warren
takes, and shall follow the one on his right if it runs this side of
Hawkins' Creek. If it doeR not, I shall follow Warren unless other
wise ordered. I have not been able to learn from citizens and ne
groes, 80 far, of any such creek as Hawkins'.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

General HUlIPHREYB,
Chief of Staff:

SIR: General Warren expressly desiring it, and on account of the
heavy firing, I am bringing my corps to the vicinitr of the cross
ing. One division will be formed parallel to the nver, the other
making an angle facing nearly west to protect the flank. The third
to be left with trains according to original design.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Comnul1Iding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
May 23, 1864.

The corps will move at once to the forks of the road, where one
branch leads to Beaver Dam Station and the other to Jericho
Bridge, thence south by roads reaching the [North] Anna, as near
to and east of Hawkins' Creek as they can be found. The order of
march will be: First, Second Division; second, First Division;
third, Third Division. The trains and artillery will move in par
allel columns with the infantry, which will march on the ri~ht
hand side of the road. One battery will report to Brigadier-General
Ricketts, who will detail a rear guard to march in rear of the en
tire column, covering the trains and arresting stragglers. Major
Fo!Sjth's cavalry will cover the rig1J.t and rear.

By command of Major-General Wright:
M. T. McMAHON,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
CO'InmaniUng Ninth Army Corps:

The lieutenant-general commanding dtJsires you to follow General
Hancock with your corps. The bearer will show you the road.

Very respectfully,

....-. . ..
-~~--
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Plain View, Jfay 23, 18H4-9 p. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Commanding Armies of the United SlaJ.es:

General Willcox's division is in position at Ox Ford, with pick
ets connecting with General Hancock. We have not yet been
able to connect with the pickets of General Warren. General
Crittenden's division is in the rear of General Willcox, and Gen
eral Potter's division, which came in llr few moments ago, is placed
on the right hand side of the Telegraph road, in the rear of Gen
eral Crittenden. My headquarters are immediately on the right
of General Potter's division; it can be found by coming down
the Telegraph road about a quarter of a mile this side of Carmel
Church, at the end of the woods, then across the open space to the
right about 600 or 700 yards, to the only house in sight.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Near North Anna, May 23, 1864-10.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: Hold your corps as a reserve to re-enforce the Second
Corps (which is to force a crossing of the Anna at daylight), or to
effect a crossing at Ox Ford, as may be deemed most advIsable. Gen
eral Hancock is directed to effect the crossing at New Bridge, and
has been authorized to call on you for such assistance as he may re
quire. You will, therefore, if called on by him send all the assist
ance he may ask for. If your troops are not required at New Bridge
get them as well in line in front of the ford and between you and the
enemy as possible, and effect a crossing if you can. You had better
see General Hancock or communicate with him to-night and ascer
tain whether you can give the best support by crossing with him or
by operating over your present front. My headquarters will be
moved in the morning to Mount Carmel Church.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION. NINTH CORPS,
May 23, 1864-3 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Corps:

COLONEL: General Crittenden, who is asleep, desires me to report
in reply to General Burnside's inquiry as to the bridge somA 2 milf'-8
in our front, that the division officer of the day, in accordance with
the instructions of the corJ.>s officer of the day, has posted a guard of
2 officers and 50 men over It.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. J. MILLS,

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

--'
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CIRCULAR.] IlDQRS. SECOND DIV.• NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Nem' Bethel Church, ra., JEtty 23, 1864.

Commanders of brigades and batteries will have their commands in
readiness to move at 6 a. m. precisely. Trains will follow in rear of
the division. The Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers is detailed
88 a rear guard of the command. The disgra.c,eful laxity of all offi
cers of the division in the matter of stragglinK has called forth the
severest animadversions at the headquarters of the army. All bri
gade and regimental commanders will detail a sufficient rear guard
to prevent all Rtraggling, who will use their bayonets freely, and if
necessary, shoot any stra.g~ler. No person will be permitted to fall
out without a written certIficate of disability from a medical officer
or men detailed on necessary duty. Any person caught pillaging
will be summarily dealt with. The name of any officer found absent
from his command without authority will be taken, and he recom
mended for dismissal. Commanding officers will be held responsible
for the strict enforcement of this order, wpich will be read at the
head of each regiment and battery before starting. The division
officer of the day, and the commander of the regiment detailed as a
rear guard will report at these headqnarters for instructions at 6
a. m.

By command of Brigadier-General Potter:
SAML. WRIGHT,

Captain and Ass~tantAdjutanl-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Near Bethel, Va., May 23, HiM.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Fourth Di'lJl:Sion, Ninth Army Corp:'!:

GENERAL: All organized troops not of your command, or specially
assigned to escort trains by General Meade, you will please send
forward to report to General Meade without delay. It is of the
greatest importance to get to the front every available lUan possible.
YonI' command will be sufficient guard for trains.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of f:,'faff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 23, 1864--3 p. m.

Major KERWIN, Commanding Ca'l,'alry:
Yon win move with your command without delay to Bethel

Church and patrol the roads from that point. to Moncure's house,
and from Bethel Church to Milford. Moncure's house is It miles
from Chesterfield.

S. WILLIAMS,
As..,istant Adjuf.a nt-General.

NEW BETHEL, V A., May 23, 1864-5 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE, Comdg., Fredericksburg, ra.:

The work on railroad will cease, and all guards for railroad and ~ele.
graph drawn in. The six batteries Reserve Artillery, if cOllvAment,

:i.;;,:=-.: .. -
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send to W 98hin~on i otherwise send them across with the garrison to
Port Royal. Tne garrison from Belle Plain may march direct from
there to Port Royal, with the other supplies. Port Royal must be
garrisoned and made our base with the least possible delay. Act in
the matter with the ~reatest dispatch.

By command of LIeutenant-General Grant :
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Ohief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Monoore's House, Va., J.[ay 23, 1864-4.15 p. m.

Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Oommanding, &c., If'redericksburg, Va.:

GENERAL: Inclosed please find communication from Asst. Surg. Ed.
D. W. Breneman, relatin} to our wounded on the Wilderness battle
field, and the treatment 01 officers by guerrillas, who attempt to look
after their welfare. You will send a sufficient number of wagons
and ambulances, with a competent force of infantry, and cavalrYl
and artillery, to drive away any force of the enemy that may be found.
in the neighborhood of the hospitals at that place, and remove all
our wounded men from there to Fredericksburg. If necessary you
can OTder for this purpose some of the re-enforcements coming for
ward, but it is thought you have force enough without this. Attend
to this at once.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: .
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier- General and Oh'ief of Staff.

[Inclosure.]

FREDERICKSBURG, VA., May 22, 1864-11.30 p. m.
Brig. Gen. JOHN A. RAWLINS, U. S. Volunteers,

Ohief of Staff to Lieutenant-General Grant, U. S. Army:
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I again proceeded to

the Confederate lines on the plank road, at a point near Parker's
Store, this morning, with a flag of truce, and two unarmed orderlies,
for the purpose of learning the condition of our wounded and the
number in their hands, and was met by Capt. James C. Borden,
Company H, First North Carolina Cavalry, commanding the pick
ets, bywhom I was courteously received, and the desirad informa
tion obtained. Supplies were represented by a Confederate surgeon,
who accompanied the captain, as becoming scarce, but the patients
comfortable and well treated. I agreed to furnish supplies to-mor
row, while a communication from your headquarters, under date of
18th instant, " To the officer commanding the Confederate forces at
the Old Wilderness," was transferred to be forwarded to General
Lee.

On my return, with the flag of truce flying, and when tn the
neighborhood of Old Wilderness Tavern, on the turnpike, I was met
and halted by 6 men, dressed in Confederate uniform, fully armed,
who represented themselves as an "independent command of scouts"
acknowledging no authority. The flag of truce was qisregarded,
my horse taken from me, person fully searched, official and private
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J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

MAY 23, 1864-5.28 p. m.

papers and other articles removed, and after much insult and tlelay
I was permitted to return to this point without further molestation.
Some of the official papers were returned. I deem it unquestion
ably unsafe to forward supplies under existing circumstances, and
in consultation with Colonel Schri vel', inspector-general, military
governor, and Surg. Edward B. Dalton, U. S. Volunteers, medical
director, they coincided. As I found these independent bands in
force between our lines and Wilderness Tavern bent on plunder of
whatever description, as one of the six met informed me, an armed
escort will subject the train to certain capture, while an unarmed
one will be useless to repel any attack that may be made by guer
rillas before it could reach the enemy's picket-line. I hasten to
represent these matters fully and properly, and await instructions
from your headquarters.

I have the honor to be, very res~tfully, your obedient servant,
ED. D. W. BRENEMAN,

Asst. Burg., U. S. Army., Flag of Truce Officer.

BELLE PLAIN, May 23, ]864-2 p. m.
(Received 2.45 p. m.)

Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

I have six batteries of Reserve Artillery here with their horses,
most of the latter in a bad condition, ordered here by General Burn
side. Shall I send them to Washington or take them to Port Royal?
I am making every exertion to get away from here and FrederIcks
burg. Hor to do 80 by to-morrow, and abandon both places for
Port Roya.

Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,
BeUe Plain:

Reserve Artillery and broken-down artillery sent hack from army
will be sent here to General Howe. Do not withdraw your forces
till all public J>roperty at Fredericksburg, Belle Plain, and railroad
is secured ana embarked. Leave nothing to be plundered or de
stroyed by the enemy, unless you have different orders from Gen
eral Grant.

H. W. HALLECK.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

BELLE PLAIN, j[WJ 2:l. 1864-8 p. m.
. (Received 8.50 p. m.)

Major-General HALLECK:
General Grant's telegram of to-day, 5 p. m., contains similar in

structions as yours of same date as to disposition of property and
l'emoval of troops hence to Port ~oyaL The quartermaster tells me
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J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

that the Reserve Artillery can be better shipped from Port Royal
for want of transportation here. A portion of it may be wanted for
the protection of that depot. General Grant directs that I withdraw
all guards. If I do so the telegraph between Pope's Point and Port
Royal will be cut in less than six hours after the troops leave the
north side of the Rappahannock. This being the only line of tele
graph between the army and Washington, I will leave a strong
guard of infantry and cavalry to protect it. This will also guard
the river from Port Royal to its mouth. Everything will be in
readiness to abandon Belle Plain to-morrow.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
BeUe Plain, May 23, 1864.

Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR,
Washington, D. C.:

After abandoning this post troops will march overland to Port'
Royal.

FREDERICKSBURG, VA., May 2~, 1864.
Captain ORR,

Assistant Adjutant-General:
Dr. Dalton, medical director here, informs me that the transports,

with wounded, will leave here in all probability by 3 o'clock; one
and perhaps two mar start before that time. The medical dirootor
has received instructIOns from the Surgeon-General to remove all the
wounded by water. Therefore, at present, the cars cannot be used
for that purpose. The Surgeon-General has been asked to revise.

E. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General, Commanding.

MAY 23, 1864.
General AUGUR:

The Secretary thinks you had better go to Belle Plain to-night and
see that all public property at that place, Fredericksburg, and Aquia
railroad is removed before the troops are withdrawn, so that noth
ing of value be left to be plundered by the enemy's guerrillas. I
have directed General Abercrombie to send to General Howe the Re
serve Artillery and artillery horses sent back from the army.

H. W. HALLECK.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 23, 1864.

Col. E. SCHRIVER,
Fredericksburg:

The cars are ready now to take the sick and wounded, such as could
be transported, to AquiaCreek, by way of the Aq!lia Creek and Fred
ericksburg Railroad, but if the barges are at Fredericksburg, and

[" IIZI C bvGoogle
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J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE.

capable of taking all the sick or wounded, they can go down by
water in preference, otherwise let them go dOWll to Aquia, where
boats are in waiting to transport them to Washington. As soon as
I call get the Government propert.y and prisoners from here I will
take up the line of march. If you have any empty wagons send
them down here for supplies. Advise me immediately of the fact
by telegraph or messenger, so that the commissary can remain to
load them, otherwise the supplies will go to Port Royal by boat.

Respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, ra., .May 23, 1864-12 m.

Col. E. SCHRIvER, Fredericksburg:
The following communication was received at t.hese headquarters

this a. m.:
HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES.

New BetMl Church, Va., May 22. ltu!~-7 p. m.
Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROKBIJC,

Commanding .-
The road from Bowling Green to Fredericksburg is now uncovered, 1Uld it will

not be safe for anything to pass over it without escort. You will, therefore, rermit
nothing tooome forward from Fredericksburg, unless when troops are p8.Il8mg to
give the neceasary protection.

By command of LieuteDant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS.

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

General Lockwood will be with you t.his day with a brigade. You
can COllSUlt with him if it is necessary to detain a portion for your
post.

HEADQUARTERS,
Bene Plain, Va., May 23, 1864-5.30 p. m.

Col. E. SCHRIVER, Frederieksburg, Va.:
A train of fifty wagons started this a. m., guarded by Colonel

Tallets regiment, 500 men. General Lockwood, wit.h about 1,700
men, IS en route to Fr&tericksburg. Orders from army headquarters
compel me to stop work on Aquia railroad and ship the rolling-stock
to Washington. Send the ammunition to Port Royal by water. I
will probably march with the troops by 12 noon to-morrow. Bat
teries will probably march with the troops. Fifteen thousand
rations started at 1 p. m. to-day via. Aguia railroad.

. J. J ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
Renp. Plain, Va., ~[(lY 2:J, 1864.

Col. E. SCHRIVER,
Fredericksburg:

Are there any wagons 011 the road for this place? Answer.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Briyadier-General, Commanding.
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CHAS. SUMNER.

WASHINGTON, 1Ylay 23, 1864-2.40 p. m.
General BUTLER:

Wilson is absent. I answer for him that Gillmore's nomination
is still pending before the Senate.

MAY 23, 1864--12.30 p. m.
Brigadier-Generals MEIGS and BARNARD,

Via Fort Monroe:
General Grant has moved south to Milford Station and changed

his base of sUP'plies to Port Royal. He says Lee has been re-enforced
by Pickett's division and other troops from Richmond, and that
General Butler's force is not detaining 10,000 of the enemy. Your
report anxiously looked for. Water transportation for troops to the
Rappahannock should be prepared.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

BERMUDA HUNDRED, VA., May 23, 1864.
(Via Jamestown Island and Fort Monroe, Va.

Received 12.45 p. m. 24th.)
Major-General HALLECK,

Chief of Staff:
We arrived here Sunday evening, too late to examine the position,

and so ascended in the night to Trent's Reach to communicate with
Admiral Lee. He has asked for more gun-boats and says the navy
cannot remain above Deep Bottom and Turkey Bend if a determined
effort is made by rebels to occupy the shore at those points and cut
off supply of coal. He wishes the army to hold positions on the
north bank of the James at one or both those points. If reconnais
sance shows this practicable we should recommend it, but if it is
not done the iron-clads could be supplied by hauling coal from the
Appomattox, and the wooden gun-boats be wit.hdrawn.

General Butler thinks he has evidence that eleven brigades of the
enemy are detained in front of him and estimated to number from
25,000 t.o 30,000. Has captured prisoners from ten brig~deswithin the
last four days. On Fridal. evening captured General W. S. Wal
ker; has his pocket-book WIth valuable memoranda showing his bri
gade to number 4,100 men. Peter8burgpaper of 21st says that
three brigades attacked our pickets on Friday with loss of 600 men.
D. H. Hill commanded, and Beauregard was present. A deserter
from Ransom's division came in to-day; was at Plymouth and battles
near this place; says they have orders to hold the works they have
lately constructed in front of us to the last extremity, but does not
think they mean to attack. General Pickett went north about May
9, under a cloud for allowing himself to be surprised in this position.
General Butler is positive that within the last four days divisions
of Hoke, Ransom, Bushrod Johnson, and Whiting have been before
him. We think it possible, however, that very recently, and since
our force has been entirely on the defensive, rebel troops have gone
to Lee. .

,II".
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M. C. MEIGS,
Qua rlermn 8fer-General.

J. G. BARNARD,
Brigadier-General and Chief Engineer.

The brigades mentioned by General Butler. 8S before him. are
Gracie's, Corse's, Clingman's, Hoke's. Walker's,'Hunton's, Ransom's,
Barlon's, Hagood's, Kemper's, Martin's. Wise is here also. Gen
eral Butler's position is strong; can be defended, when works are
complete, with 10,000 men, leaving 20,000 free to operate. \Ve
think it already strong, and think if General Grant IS engaged ill
decisive operatlOns that General Butler should not remain on the
defensive. We think that this force should not be diminished. and
that a skillful use of it will aid General Grant more than the imm
hers which might be drawn from here. Supplies of all kindR are
abundant; the troops in _good spirits. General Weitzel has just been
made chief engineer to General Butler and advises and co-operates
heartily. We have not yet been able fully to post ourselves as to
the relations of the corps commanders but think the report of want
of harmony may be exaggerated, at least so far as General Smith is
concerned. We would prefer taking another occasion to s~ak on
this subject. Will rernam here to-morrow continuing our Investi
gations and awaiting further orders. If it he desired tAl transfer
troops to General Grant the transllOrtation is in the Potomac and
James. General Rucker and Colonel Biggs can send it here on be
ing notified.

BERMUDA, ~[ay 23, 1864.

GEO. S. DODGE,
Captain and Assistant QuartermasfPT.

Colonel FULLER,
Chief Quarferma.'lfer:

Your dispatch about boats received. I send the Johnson to Point
of Rocks at once for General Meigs and horses. Will send another
steamer to be there at 2 p. rn.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
Nay 2:3, 1861.

Major-General GILLMORE:
Send immediately an approximate report of the effective strength

of your command.
R. S. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

fIudol'llllment.]

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS, May 23,1864.
Discourtesy, it is hoped, was not intended by Major Davis in the

style and form of the above order. The report is sent under the
supposition it was not, and in the belief that General Butler wants
it.
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GILLMORE'S, May 23, 1864-10.04 p. m.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

GILLMORE'S, May 23, 1864.
Major DAVIS:

The tri-monthly return of the Tenth Corps, due on the 20th, will
be sent in to-day. The delay was in consequence of division returns
having to be returned for correction of errors traceable to the almost
incessant labor to which officers and men have been subjected re
cently by the frequent movements of the command.

Very respectfully, .
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

GILLMORE'S, May 23, 1864-9.55 p. m.
General BUTLER:

Major Trumbull, First Connecticut Artillery, reports that from a
lookuut on tree on our line, no guns can be seen on the battery on
our left which opened on us at 11 to-day, neither are there any troops
but pickets to be seen-no tents. No work going on as far along
their line as the open space in our front extends.

GILLMORE,
General.

General BUTLER:
I would like to make a reconnaissance to-night if you have no

objectiolls.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., !tray 23, 1864-12.30 a. m.

Captain SEALY,
Acting Assistant A(Uutant·General:

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that in addition to the details
received by me to-night at 6 o'clock, there are at work 011 the line of
the intrenchments about 300 or 400 men. The commanding officers
assure me that the men drop down in their tracks, and cannot work
any more.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SERRELL,

Colonel of Engineers, New York Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
Hatcher's, Va., May 23, 1864-10.20 p. m.

Generals TERRY and AMES:
It is suspected that the enemy is diminishing his force. You will

cautiously shove out your pickets exactly at 11 o'clock this p. m.,
until you develop his j)icket-line. -

By order of Major-General Gillmore: .
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

.Capt., 47th New York Vols., Actg. Asst. AdJt. Gen.

[" IIZI C byGoogle
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HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Jfay 23, 1864.

A. AM}4~S,

Brigadier-Geueral.

Lieut. CoL E. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

COLONEL: In pursuance with instructions received from General
Gillmore to-night, the picket-line of this tlivision wa.:; ordered to
move forward until it should develop the enemy. The line advanced
a short distance, and drawing the fire of the enemy, after a few
minutes, retired to its original position. This attempt not being
well followed up by the whole line, it was ordered to advance a~ain,

which it did, drawing a heavier fire from the enemy than before.
Having ascertained that the force was sufficient to check our line, I
ordered the firing to cease, and the line to be occupied as before.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

HDQRS. THIRD DIVHlJON. TENTH ARMY CORPS.
Near lVare Botwm Church, l-a., May ;,l:J, 1864-

Col. E. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: An officer on picket night before last reports that the
enemy is putting up heavy works behind the woods in front of Bat
tery No.3; that he heard them spiking' down platforms, &c., leatl
ing him to believe that mortars are being put into position. He also
reports the sawing down of trees and the erection of four or five
different batteries. He says he counted some ton distinct reg-imental
bands of music (or field music) near and others more distant.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
A. AM}4~S,

Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORP8,
Jlay ~:J, 1H6·1,

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Slaff:

COLONEL: I send you 4 officers who were on picket duty night
hefore last, and who failed to make their men stand to theIr posts
and discharge their duties. The men report that the order to retreat
was given. A part of the line, with a few off.cers, remained on the
original line all the time. Lieut. F. H. Davis, Fourth NllW Hamp
shire Volunteers, came inside the intrenchments with 16 men. Liout.
D. Gile, Fourth New Hampshire Volunteers, came back to the in
trenchments, was placed under arrest by Coloael Howell (so Colonel
Howell reports), but afterward made hIS escape and returned to the
picket-line. Captains Badger and Burleigh, of the same re~iment,

are reported as having given the order to retreat. I send them to
you. I will state, for the information of the major-general com
manding, that this was the second night this picket had been on.
When a new detail was made the brigade commander was of the
opinion that the picket then on was better able to perform the duties
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A. AMES,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
ltlay 23, 1864-10 p. m.

SMITH'S,
May 23,1864-10.30 p. m.

than any men in camp, since those in camp had been working during
the day and previous night on the intrenchments, and were much
fati~ued. I am of the opinion that the above circumstance was no
justification for cowardice.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant,
A. AMES,

Brigadier-General.

P. S.-'-Lieutenant Gillpatrick, who was on picket at this time, and
who stood his ground, reports that he remonstrated with Captain
Badger in reference to the latter's disposition of officers. and men on
the picket-line, and that there was no necessity for the order to fall
back.

Yours, &c.,

General SMITH:
Please report to me any information yon have received from the

scouts you sent out or other sources ~ to the position of the enemy.
General Gillmore, at his own request, is about to make a reeon
naiBBance to-night in front of his line. Perhaps you might feel the
enemy on the road to the left at the same time.

R F. BUTLER,
MaJor-General, Oommanding.

General BUTLER:
Four of 7 scouts have returned. Two could not pass General

Gillmore's lines on my pass. The other 2 report that they reached
the railroad between the Junction and the burnt mill, and that it
is not yet repaired, but that parties were working on it from both
directions. One scout reports a field-work being thrown up' on the
hill overlooking the burnt mill, but no works seen on the hIlls near
the Junction. The men were both ordered to re:port to you in the
morning, and I had intended to send this information to you before
this. I see no practicable good and much chance of ambuscade and
confusion to result from a night reconnaissance; in addition to that
I should be almost certain in the darkness to leave dead and wounded
on the field. I shall, therefore, make no demonstration unless under
an order.

WM. F. SMITH,
MaJor-General.

MAY 23, 1864.
General WEITZEL:

Will you l?lease ascertain the name of the officer of the picket that
connected WIth the colored vedettes on our extreme right on the
16th instant. It is very important to know his name, that I may

.. T
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WASHINGTON, D. C., May 23, 1864.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chipf of Fjtalf.

get from him his report that he made to General Heckman about
the massing of troops during the ni~ht preceding, and also to attest
to the attack on the force in the building on our right.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 23, 1864.
Col. H. BIGGS:

For God's sake get my regiment mounted; it is dismo\\nt~u.lor
no offense.

W. HOWARD KING,
Surgeon Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Col. H. BIGos:
Have the general to request that Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cay·

alry, to which I am attached, be ordered to your command. Col.
W. H. Boyd commands. For his character refer to General W. F.
Smith.

W. HOWARD KING.
Surgeon Twenty-first Pennsylvania Camlry.

READQUARTII'.R8 ARM.IES OF THE UNITED STATES,
North Anna, May 24, 1864-8 a. m. (Received 5.30 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

Tp.e enemy have fallen back from North Anna; we are in pur
s~i~. Negroes wh? ~ve come in state that Lee is falling back to
RIchmond. If thIS 18 the case, Butler's forces will all be wanted
where they are. Notify him to hold Smith in readiness to be moved
but to await further orders. I will probably know to-day if th~
enemy intends standing behind South Anna.

U. S. GRANT,
Lie Iltp!lun t- OprucmZ.

WASHINGTON, ..."l[ay 24, l8fi4-R.20 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
When I received your telegram of 8 a. m. yesterday,· I had pre

pared orde~ to General Smith to j?in .you w~th 20,000 men. Gen
eral Butler 18 now ordered to hold him In readiness to move. I WiHh
everything was away from the south side of the James and with
you. It would be much better. I do not like these divided com
ma.nds, with the enemy intervening. I would rather use them alto
gether under your own eye.

• Reference is probe.bly to Grant'B dispatch of 8 p. m. 22d, received by Halleck.
8 L In. 23<1. See p. 77.

10 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
..l'Iay 24, 1864-9.30 a. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-Genercil.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
GENERAL: I find Warren holds down to Quarles' Mills and Ford,

which is just above Burnside. I have directed Warren to push Craw
ford's division down the river beyond Quarles' Mills till he meets
some enemy, and uncovering Ox Ford if possible. It seems to -me
Burnside might send up to Quarles' Mills and cross a few there.
Crawford is directed to communicate with Burnside as he goes down.
Will you inform Burnside of this.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
MEDICAL DIRECTOR'S OFFICE,

May 24, 1864.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant.General, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit to you the followin~report

of the number of wounded of the Army of the Potomac dunng the
present campaign, May 5 to May 22, 1864:
Number of wounded sent to Washington via Belle Plain 15,148
Number of wounded remaining in Fredericksburg May 23. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5,830
Uumber of wounded in WildemetlS (about) '" . 600

Total 21, 578. --
Number of officers " " . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 851
Number of enlisted men 20,727

Total '" 21,578

Number of wounded in- •
Second Corps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 8, 84Q
Fifth Corps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6, 301
Sixth Corps , . .. . 5,787
Cavalry Corps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 650

Total " . " 21, 578

To the above total must be added the number of wounded of the
Cavalry Corps during the recent expedition, which number is not
yet known at this office. The number of wounded in the Ninth
Corps, so far as it can be estimated from the reports received from
the Fredericksburg hospitals, is about 3,500.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THS. A. McPARLIN,

Surgeon, U. S. Army, Medical Director.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864.

The wounded now with this army will be sent to Port Royal under
the direction of the chief quartermaster and medical director. As
far as practicable, empty wagons will be used for the purpose. Sur-
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goon Phelps, volunteer Bervice, is placed in the immediatl' charge of
the wounded, aDd will be ~overned by such special instructions 808 he
may receive from the medIcal director. The trains from the se·v~ra.l
corps will rendezvous at the general supply train, now in the vicin
ity of Milford Station. Corps commanders will detail such medical
officers and attendants, and provide such medical supplies 808 may be
required by their medical directors, and they will also furnish three
days' rations for their wounded. The rations will be cooked if pos
sible.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL

SPECIAL ORDERS, t
No. 143. f
* *

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jlay 24, 1864.

* * * * *
4. The empty wagons about to be Bent to Port Royal will be loaded

at that place with their proper proportion of subsistence stores, un
der such instructions 808 may 00 gIven by the chief commissary of
this army. An officer of the subsistence department from each corps
will accompany the empty wagons.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-12.20 a.. m.

Majt>r-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potmnac:

GENERAL: Your dispatch by Captain Cadwalader is received. I
do not, with my present information, consider it practicable to cross
here in force successfully, if the enemy hold their line in force.
Captain Mackenzie, who accompanies Captain Cadwalader, can give
you a full account of their works. General Birney now holds the
bridge entire-Taylor's Bridge, on Telegraph road-and is building a
bridge-head on the other side. The approaches to the cnemY'srosi
tion from the bridge are entirely under the fire of the works 0 the
enemy. The river is fordable, though the banks are steep and im
practIcable. I can hold the line with a comparatively small force,
and think it would be better to Belld most of the corps to a p<>int
where a crossing h808 been effected, promising better results. The
railroad bridge has been fired, I am told, by the enemy, who hold
one end, while I hold the other. It is about 400 feet long. The
work General Birney took was surrounded by a moat about i) feet
wide.

Very respectfully, your obedient Bervant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

MaJor-General of Volunteers.
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HEADQuARTERB SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May [24,], 1864-5 a. m.

[~neral WILLIAMS?:]
GENERAL: The enemy appear to hold the ba.nks of the river

with a strong skirmish force of sharpshooters. It may be a matter
of considerable time and labor to get this corps across the river, as
it is a ser~ous obstacle, from the depth of the stream, the nature of
its banks, and the wooded character of the country. General Craw
ford might perhaps clear the bank of the river (as he is on the same
side) by moving along the bank with his skirmish line. A close
examination of the river shows the enemy's line of battle to our
right as far as we have extended in that direction. I shall continue
to extend to the right until I find, if j)racticable, where their left is.
If I cross it will probably [be] toward old Court-House. I will com
municate further with you as soon as I have completed the examina
tion to the right. I think it doubtful if the crossing by the road
can be forced, as the road runs parallel a.nd close to the river for
some hundred yards.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-6.30 a. m.

[General S. WILLIAMS?:]
GENERAL: I send you a statement of two negroes who crossed the

river on a log at the railroad bridge at 11 p. m. yesterday. I send
the negroes to your headquarters, as they apJ?ear to be willing to ~ve
information. I do not Know the value of It. The railroad brIdge
was set on fire yesterday evening. They had prepared for burning
before we arrived here. It was burned, although we held this end of
it. I had deemed it totally impracticable to cross at the railroad
bridge yesterday evening, as the artillery and infantry of the enemy
protect~d it completely. Although the enemy have two guns this
morning firing from my right at my line on the island, I do not be
lieve they are in strong force. I will soon ascertain. They have
some infantry, however, and their shaI'P~hootersare at work.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
. Major-General.

[IncIOBUl'e.]

Negro says: Left other side of river at 11 p. m. last night. The
enemy-Gordon's division-were encamped about It miles from the
railroad bridge and were intrenching, but received marching orders
about 10 p. m. and ceased working at their rifle-pits and marched
off in the direction of Hanover Junction. Does not know whether
the enemy have left redoubts opposite General Birney's front or not.
It is 2t miles from the railroad bridge to Hanover Junction. Says
that his master, Major Doswell. has gone to Richmond, by the ad
vice of General Gordon, who told Major Doswell that the Union
army would cross to-day, and that he (Gordon) was going to march
to Richmond at once. Says that the enemy have lon~ wagon trains
around Hanover Junction, and that they are fightmg to protect
them.
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(Indol"llement.]

149

C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c.

Roopectfully referred.
I have seen the negroes, and think from what they sa~ the enemy

has fallen back beyond the South Anna. There are no :pICkets below
the railroad bridge. Warren was advancing his skirmISh line when
last heard from without opposition. There are a few guns yet in
front of Hancock and Burnside. The negroes say there is a good
ford (Quarles') between Warren and Burnside. I have sent the
negro with an officer to Burnside to give him this information, and
suggesting his crossing at this ford if opposed at Ox Ford. I shall
go from here to Warren's trains. Just came from Hancock. Sheri
dan reports this side of the Pamunkev, near Dunkirk. The officer
says he is out of forage and horses tired. Had he not better come
to the train and feed and rest ?

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

MAY 24, 1864.
Major-General HANCOCK :

GENERAL: The enemy have a skirmish line in the edge of woods
back of the river. Their earth-works do not appear to be occupied
unless by a very few men. I cannot see any. General Birney's
skirmish line is now advancing, and I suppose twenty minuteEl or
half an hour will develop the matter. I thInk within that time Gen
eral Birney will occupy the redoubt nearest his line. General Burn
side has not 0rened on the battery in his front, which fires at
General Birney s line.

HKADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-9 a. m. (Received 9.15 a. m.)

General WILLIAMS,
Ass'istant Adjutant-General, Army of the Poknnac:

GENERAL: I send you a note from General Gibbon. General
Birney is pushing his skirmish line at the same time. I shall very
soon be able to tell whether we can get into their works. They
show no force except sharpshooters in their works, but there is So
skirmish line in the edge of the woods behind.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK, .
Major-General of Volunteers.

(lnclosure.]

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 24, 1864-8 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK: .
GENERAL: I have skirmishers across, and they are now advanc

ing; one or two shots have been fired. From all afpearances, I have
nothing in my front but a few scattering men. have seen them
retiring in sqUads of five or six. The river is not fordable anywhere
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JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General.

All the firing you hear down this way is from General Birney's
men, though I do not know what it is at, and hear no reply.

J. G.

in this vicinity, and the banks are steep and miry. I have built a .
rough bridge by fellin~ trees, and we command the other bank, so
that we can throw a bndge at any practicable point in my front.

Respectfully,

[Indonoement.]

My firing is at the enemy, and is replied to.
the redoubt in my front. .

I am advancing on

D. B. B.
Major-General.

HEADQuARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864-9 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: General Gibbon's skirmishers are in the enemy's
works on the left of the railroad, without much opp"osition. I shall
at once press troops forward to occupy the works, If possible, so as
to be ready to move on.

I am, sir, very respectfully, IOUI' obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Oomm.anding Second Oorps.

Please give me any orders you may have.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding.

•

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Ma.y 24, 1864-9.15 a. m. (Received 9.45 a. m.)

General WILLIAMS, .
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Our troops have got ]>OBSession of the enemy's first
earth-work about the cre5 and General Mott's brigade is now
moving into it to hold- it. The enemy have four ~ns at work. I
don't know whether it is horse artillery or not. They fire on my
line from the front of General Burnside, but I have requested him,
if possible, to prevent it.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 18ti4-10.40 a. m.

General W ILLlAlfS.
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have just notified General Burnside that I would
send a brigade up the river to take two guns that are annoying me,
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and to clear his front, so that he may cross all his force. I am cross
ing my troops rapidl;)" and to facilitate the matter am throwing a
pontoon bridge by the railroad. At present, the enemy have in
Birney's front a line of works with the right well thrown back.
They showed six guns just now, which we silenced.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK.
MajO'r-Gene·ral of rolullteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864-10.45 a.. m:

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Oorps:

I am directed by Major-General Meade to say that he has ordered
a division of the Fifth Corps to move down the river and open the
ford in front of the Ninth Corps, so that that corps can cross at once
and take its place in the line.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

[MAY 24, 1864.]

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Oo'rnmanding.

Colonel :MILES:
You need not advance to the point indicated. You mlfy for the

present hold a position beyond the picket-lines and await develop
ments, protecting well your left flank. I fear you will run into the

.division of the Fifth Corps. Send this to General Barlow, who will
please return it to me. •

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-11.05 a. m. (Received 12.55 p. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: There is a good deal of picket-firing on my front, nearer
to my right, where my skirmishers press them. I don't know that
it indicates anything of importance. On the left General Gibbon
advanced his skirmishers It miles beyond the railroad, when a line
of skirmishers from a rifle-pit fired a volley, and checked them.
Our troops are nearly all across. The artillery is crossing. The
crossing at my permanent bridge is not very safe until that battery
in front of General Burnside is silenced, as all my troops crossing at
that bridge are fited on, though in each case' my guns silence them
after a time. I have two pontoon bridges established just below the
railroad. I have just returned from the front. We are making
everything as secure as possible. .

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEAD~UARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864-11.458. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjuiant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: My brigade has just advanced up the river, but I have
directed it to be stopped, as it may prevent the Fifth Corps division
and it firing into each other.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Oommanding Second Oorps.

MAY 24, 1864-1.30 p. m.
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS:

The major-general commanding directs that when you have crossed
the river and advanced so far as to admit of your trains following,
that you cross them, and be prepared to move early to-morrow
mornmg. The route you will takepasses through the Junction, then
along the east side of the Fredericksburg railroad, until after cross
ing Little River and entering a road that crosses the South Anna at
South Anna bridge, not far from the crossing of the Virginia Cen
tral Railroad; where the route just designated crosses Little River,
the South Anna approaches the former within three-fourths of a
mile. The route just indicated may be modified so that you will
cross the South Anna just east of the crossing of the FrederICksburg
road. ~ner&l Burnside will take the route from Ox Ford to Ander
son's Tavern, thence along the Central railroad to the point where
your route intersects it, and then south on the west side of the
Fredericksburg railroad through Taylorsville Station, crossing the
South Anna at Ellett's Mill, west of the Fredericksburg railroad
crossing.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-4 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I send a dispatch just received from General Gibbon,
who is on my left (on the left of the railroad). The prisoners taken
report Ewell's corps in our front. Another man, who came in on
the right of my line, belongs to a division of Longstreet's corps.
Some time ago it was reported to me that in front of my line could
be seen some wagons passing to the right. I have sent out a com
mand in that direction the distance of more than a mile. My skir
mishers there are pretty hotly engaged. The enemr seem to have a.
line of works there-perhaps nothing more than rIfle-pits-with a.
line of battle in it; probably a continuation of the line that Colonel
Smyth struck. I shall direct General Barlow to attack it, to see
what is there.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Oommanding.
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[lJlcaure.]

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 24, 1864-3.1lS p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
GENERAL: Colonel Smyth has just charged. and taken possession

of a line of the enetny's breast-works, and ca~turedseveral prisoners.
JOHN GIBBON,

Brigadier-General.
Prisoners report Ewell's corps in our front.

J. G.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-5.20 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864-6.30 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864-5.10 p. m.

Brigadier-General W ILLlAJIS,
.Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the PoUYrnae:

I have just taken a prisoner from Field's division. He was on the
skinnish line; says the line of battle was about 2M yards behind.
That the enemy are in strong force is probable; as we meet them in
works all along our front some distance out. I shall make an ad
vance of a division in a few minutes, and will support it, if neces
sary.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding.

Col. J. C. TIDBALL,
Chief of A rtiUery :

COI..ONEL : The major-general commanding directs that you take
your batteries across the river, except such as may be in useful posi
tions; also that such as you do not at present place in position you
will screen behind the crest. The general also desires to see you.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. R. DRIVER,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

General 8. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: The enemy are making a strong attack down the rail
road, particularly on Gibbon. Barlow is now going in on his right.
It looks to me as if the enemy had a similar line to that on the Po,
with the salient resting opposite to Burnside, and their right, 80 far
as we are concerned, thrown back toward Hanover Junction.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: Our lines have been materially advanced, developing

the enemy's line, which is intrenched, as usual. I have ordered my
trains to cross over behind my lines. General Burnside's line is now
connecting on my right. but I am going to advance my right, as my
left is well forward, and I have no doubt General Burnside will ad
vance at the same time. My headquarters will be at the Chandler
house, on the Telegraph road, at the position we assaulted yesterday.

Very respectfully,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

P. S.-1 should like my left rear protected by some cavalry, as
there are some points in that direction which command it.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864-9.50 p. m. (Received 1.45 a. m. 25th.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

GENERAL: I am directed to acknowledge your dispatch of 7.30
p. m. The commanding general wishes you to advance as much as
you can with security to yourself, so as to enveloJ? as much as possi
ble of the enemy's line, and thus develop his poSItion. Your right
will connect with General Burnside. The general desires that you
will watch carefully your left flank and hold some troops in readi
ness to strengthen It, should it be seriously threatened. The troops
on our ri~ht will be thrown forward 80 as to develop the left of the
enemy's lIn€>. General Torbert has been instructed to send you a.
small detachment of good cavalry to protect your left rear, as re
quested.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-9.20 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
GENERAL: My right extends to a house a short distance to the

right of the Telegraph road. If you will extend thence to the river,
the line will be complete. I ,have notified General Potter to that
effect. I have thrown my right forward while my left is advanced a
mile. My line is nearly parallel to the enemy's line of works. I did
extend to the river, but General Potter relIeved my line from the
Telegraph road; but one division is not sufficient.

Very respectfully,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARHY CORPS,
May 24, 1864--10.20 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
GENERAL: Your dispatch of 9.20 is just received. I intended to

have sent General Willcox across the river this evening, but just at
dark I learned of quite a serious repulse of a portion of General
Crittenden's force, that had crossed the river at the upper ford to
join General Crawford. This force attempted to come down on the
opposite side to connect with General Potter. They got close down
to the enemy's works and the battery, when they were met by an
overwhelming force and driven back with a loss of some 600 killed~
wounded, and missing. As it now stands, Generals Crittenden ana
Crawford are cut off from both you and Warren, and also from this
side of the river, except by a deep rocky ford.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HBADQuARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of {jiafJ:

GENERAL: The latest information I have leads me to believe that
a large force, if not the whole of Lee's army, is in our frout. I have
advanced my lines considerably to-day, especially on the left, which
rests near Doswell's house. General Gibbon. had quite an engage
ment to maintain the position. My left rests nearly on the river,
which bends considerably to the right. I proposed to attack to-night,
but the line I advanced develoI>oo such a strong p'?sition that the
division commander (Barlow), doubtful of his abIlity to carry it,
and General Gibbon, desired assistance at the same time. I am in
trenching my advanced !,osition, which is in close proximity to their
intrenched lme. General Burnside ought to hold from my right to
the river to cover the bridge. My right extends, say, 300 yards west
of the Telegraph road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers.

[Indoraement.]

I have directed General Burnside to retain Willcox where he is
(OR north side of the river, covering Ox Ford) for the night, and to
~t his bridge over to Crittenden and Crawford. Potter's division
IS DOW with Hancock, and he can direct him as he may deem best.

U. S. GRANT.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864-11.15 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
.Commanding Second Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to say that he does not
expect you to do more than intrench in your present position, and
hold it against the enemy. General Potter's dIvision is under your
orders, and will "form your right flank. General Warren is directed
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to move at 4 a. m. to-morrow and envelop the enemy's line... Oritten
den's division forming his left flank. A bridge will be tnrown at
his left flank. . .

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTEB8 SECOND DIVISION,
May 24, 1864-12.05 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
GENERAL: All my infantry is across and in position with a strong

skirmish line out. Some few shots are being fired. The artillery
will cross as soon as the pontoon brida'e is completed. I have with
drawn the pic¥:ets I had out on my left, on this side the river.

Respectfully,
JOHN GIBBON,

Brigadier-General of Vola.; Corndg. DivisWn.

H1u.DQtrARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-9.35 a. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you press
your troops forward to occupy the front line of earth-works and get
ready to push on at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. WALKER,

Assistant Aqjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-10.30 a. m.

General BIRNEY,
Commanding Di'lJi8ion:

GENERAL: I wish you to send a brigade up toward the right to
clear out, and if possible take those two guns that are annoyinK
you, and to clear General Burnside's front, who seems to be unable
to cross. I have notified General Burnside to that effect. If you are
unable to furnish the troops send word to General Barlow, whom I
have directed, if necessary, to send a brigade for that purpose. Let
it be done as expeditiously as possible in order that we may be able
to mass all our troops on the nver without delay.

Very respectfully,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Uommanding.

BffiNEY,
General.

CHANDLER'S HOUSE SIGNAL STATION.
May 24, 1864-10.30 a. m.

General MOTT:
Pierce with his brigade is ordered to report to you immediately.

Gibbon has crossed and is coming up on your left. The division
will cross immediately. .
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BIRNEY,
GenemJ,.

CHANDLER'S HOUSE, May 24, 1864-10.45 a. m.
General MOTT:

Do you want a battery in .that redoubt?

General BIRNEY:
Please send a section over.

REDOUBT, May 24, 1864-10.55 a. In.

MOTT,
General.

HEADQUARTERS FIll'TH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-6 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Major-General MEADE :
Two of General Wright's divisions are across and in reserTe. My

skirmishers are pushing out, and find no enemy so far. It is re
ported from both. my fta.nks that they have passed the hasty breast
workB built by the enemy yesterday. Weare pioking up prisoners.
General Crawford has sent me one from Heth's division. We have
them, I believe, from a.ll the brigades of Wilcox's division. The
bad approaches, and the night, the tired condition of the men, and
the making of breast-works, somewhat retarded the issuing of
ratiolltl, and some small portion of the command have not yet been
supplied. They will be now very soon, as General Wright's troops
are about out of the way now.

I shall keep feeling out till I develop the enemy's position, if he is
about. I have no rations for Colonel Pope's command, and I di
rected him to report back with what he had here, so that he can go
to the supply train and find the rest of his command. Colonel Pope
exerts himself very earnestly, but his command is a very poor one.
The part I sent out to watch. my right flank came in without orders,
and It W8B somewhat'owing to this circumstance that the enemy got
close up before we knew it, in that direction, or were fully prepafed
to meet it. My trust in this cavalry was then an injury to me. I
have had at all times great difficulty in ~etting them in advance of
the infantry whenever we take up a poSItion, even when there is no
enemy apparent, and though I don't wish to be finding fault I had
almost 8B leave not have tliem. My escort is very good and efficient.

Respectfully, yours,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-7.30 a. m.

Major-General MEADE:
My skirmish line has gone far out in every direction. Have pos

8e88ion of the wagon road beyond the railroad. Prisoners say they
all fell back beyond last night from 10 to 12 o'clock. Dr. Charles J.
Terrell came down the road from 2 miles this side of Beaver Dam,
and rode into our lines. He says there is no enemy of ours in that
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

direction. He says that his family is very sick, and that he is
attending to a nnmber of patients in his neighborhood. I do not
doubt his story, but having come into our lines, I do no not think
I should let hIm go, and send him direct to you.

Respectfully,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-Gene-ral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864-8 a. m.

General WARREN:
I send you some cavalry, reported by Torbert as reliable, to push

out and feel for the enemy. Two negroes who left this morning,
crossing below railroad bndge, Bay there were no pickets there, and
that the enemy left Hanover Junction last night, taking the Rich
mond road. They still show a force in front of Hancock and Burn
side, but imp<>BBible to tell whether it is cavalry or not. Some few
pieces of artillery visible. Burnside is about attempting to cross,
and thinks he will be able to do BO. I send you this mformation for
your guidance. Push out as far aH you can, and send us informa
tion as soon 8R received.

Yours,

HDQRB. CAVALRY DETACHMENT, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding F1fth Corps:

GENERAL: General Meade wishes me to send you some cavalry,
which will go in your front, and patrol to the right and left. I
think you can depend on these men. General Meade did not say
h<?w long they should stay with you, so as soon as you get through
WIth them please order them to report back to me.

Very respectfully, &c.,
A. T. A. TORBERT,

Brigadier-General, Cmnmanding.

MAY 24,1864-8.30 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Major-General MllJADE:
My infantry have gone well out. I directed General Crawford

SOllie time ago to push a regiment down the bank of the river
to connect with Generals Burnside and Hancock. I have found no
enemy yet. A few cavalry have been seen urging up stragglers.
Major Roebling has been over a mile acroBB the railroad near
Noel's Station. Some good cavalry would, I think, be of much
service.

Respectfully,
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MAY 24, 1R64-1 p. m.
CoM:IlA.NDING OFll'ICER FIll'TH CORPS:

The major-general commanding desires you to stretch out on a
road to South Anna. so as to cross that river early to-morrow
morning. He desires you to send out reconnoitering parties to
find a route for your COJ1)8 to-morrow, avoidin~ the road from
Anderson's Tavern to the Junction or to TaylorsvIlle, whioh roads
will be used by other corps. Anderson's Tavern is where the road
from Ox Ford intersects the Virginia. Central Railroad. General
Wright is ordered to cross his trains, and be prepared to follow
you to-morrow morning.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
May 24, 1864-2 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:

Have you heard anything from Crawford, and how far has he
proressed? Burnside still has somebody in front of him. Han
coo has crossed nearly his whole corps; his skirmishers in front
exchanging shots. Griffin, on his left, advanced a mile beyond
the crossing, when his skirmishers were fired upon by the enemy's
skirmishers in rifle-pits. This shows that somebody is still about,
and it is desirable to open Burnside's crossing.

Yours,

HEADQuARTERS FIll'TH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-2.45 [po m.]

Major-General MEADE:
General Crawford has opened the ford to General Burnside

without opposition. He struck the enemy's skirmishers on his
right and :finds breast-works there. General Crawford is along

. the road from Ox Ford south, but not extending to the railroad.
The cavalrY report they have come against the enemy's cavalry,
showing a bold front, and I have heard cannon fired at them. I
have sent an officer to get the exact position of the cavalry, and
sent word to Crawford to develop the enemy's front to his right and
connect with our cavalry: if he can. The country Crawford has
moved thr()ugh is very dIfficult. Ox Ford is a bad one. GenAral
Crittenden began to cross before Major Roebling left about 1.30
p. In. ; it will take some time for him to get over. ArtiiIery cannot
use the ford. It is piney woods out a mile from the river at the
ford, then the countrr. is open. I send you a sketch· to look at;
I would like to have It sent back, and then I will add more to it.
I do not stop to make a copy.

G. K. WARREN,
MajO'l·-General.

* Not found.
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A. A. H.

CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIF'fH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864--11 p. m.

Ma.jor DUANE:
I have not any report from Crawford or R1l88ell that their pick

ets connect, but I learn from what I believe reliable sources that
they do. Major Roeblin~ says Quarles' Ford is about half a mile
above where Crittenden 18, and that the ford was reported by a
signal officer who crossed it as good for artillery. You can show
this to General Meade if he is up yet. .

G. K. WARREN,
Major- Ge11RTal.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24,1864-11 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Oorps :

The major-general commanding directs that you move your corps
at 4 a. m. to-morrow, and take ~sition enveloping the enemy's
line. You will have Crittenden s division, of the Ninth Corps,
now in position, for your left flank. General Wright is directed
to move after you, and take post on your right and rear to protect
that flank.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

P. S.-Major Duane is ordered to throw a bridge across the
river as close to your left flank as practicable, and make good ap
proaches to it.

MAY 24, 1864-5.30 a. m.
General GRIFFIN:

GENERAL: My skirmish line has advanced beyond the rifle-pits
dug by the enemy during the night. I cannot advance farther Wlth
out support from your line.

Yours, truly,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN,
001nnw,nding First Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say that
the enemy seem to have retired on the right and left, and he wishes
you to push forward your skirmishers at least a half a mile. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. M. MORGAN,

Oaptain and A88istant Adj'l.ltant-General.
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MAY 24, 1864-3.30 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-5 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, ~864-11 p. m.

General GRIFFIN:
I intend to move your division this afternoon, I think out on the

road along the railroad opposite your right. I have not yet fully
determined which road to take, but will let you know 8.8 !loon 8.8 I
do. I give vou this preliminary notice that you will have to move.
It is by orders from headquarters preparatory to an advance to
morrow. General Meade's headquarters have moved up here, and
I am getting all our train around.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

General GRIFFIN:

I wish rou would move your columJ;! out to Noel's Turnout.
Major Roebling will go with you. Yon can have what artillery
you wish. Camp there to-night prepared to move early in the morn·
mg.

General GRDTIN:
I wish you to move your command down the road along the rail

road toward the Junction to-morrow at 4 a. m. till you .find the
enemy in ~osition in force. Lieutenant-Colonel Hammond with his
cavalry WIll wateb, your flank and rear and act with yon. I shall
move out with General Cutler's division to take place on Crawford's
right, and yon will then come in position on Cutler's right. The
object is to develop the position of the enemy. You may be an·
noyed by the enemy's cavalry in the direction from Little River.
General Wright is to move a force out upon your ri~ht after you get
into position. Support well your right flank till he comes up. If
the enemy is in fnll force intrenched it is not designed to assault.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

P. 8.-Send the a.ccompanyin~order to Lieutenant-Colonel Ham·
mond, commanding the cavalry near you.

G. K.W.

ORDERS.] HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

Brigade commanders are directed to be prepared for an early
move to-morrow; also to be prepared for a surprise during the
night as the enemy are reyorted to be on our front.

By 'command of BrigadIer-General Griffin:
C. B. MERVINE,

Assistant Adjtllant-General.
11 R B-VOL XXXVI, PT In
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MAY 24, 1864.

S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

MAY 24,1864-5.30 a. m.

S. W. CRAWFORD,
Briga<lier-General.

S. W. eRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

Major-General WARREN:
GENERAL: My picket-line is advancing as the enemy sooms to

have retired his own during the ni~ht. I send a prisoner to you
who seems to give reliable informatIOn as to the numbers and com
position of the enemy's forces.

Very respectfully,

General WARREN,
Commanding :

GENERAL: My line has advanced beyond the rifle-pits dug last
night by the enemy. Shall I go on ?

Very respectfully,

MAY 24, 1864-7 a. ni.
Major-General WARREN,

Commanding Fifth Corps:
GENERAL: My line is a quarter of a mile beyond the railroad, on

a road :parallel with it. I have over 30 prisoners, among whom are
a captam and lieutenant. They report 'that the enemy moved to our
left early this morning, and that they are fortifying about 2i miles
from here. Griffin cannot connect with me.

Very respectfully,

MAY 24, 1864-7.30 a. m.
General CRAWFORD:

Never mind connection with General Griffin; move out a small
detachment as far as you think it safe. Move a regiment straight
along the bank of the river down stream to connect with General
Hancock. It may be 2i miles off. If they should be attacked with
more force than they can attend to, they can return or croBS to the
other sido of the river. Tell the commander to be careful and not
mistake our troops for the enemy when he approaches them.

G. K. WARREN,
~I(/jor-General,Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
llfay 24, 1864-9.30 a. ·m.

General CRAWFORD:
Take y~ur whole division and move down the bank of the river

toward Hancock. There is some cavalry in his front at least. If
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that is all, then force them; they will clear out. yommunicate
across at Quarles' Ford with General Burnside. Major Roebling
will go witli you.

Respectfully, yours,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.
I will send other troops to take your line while you are gone.

G. K. WARREN.

s. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-1 1>. m.

[General G. K. WARREN :]

GENERAL: I have arrived at Quarles' Mills and Ford. It is a sort
of falls, but infantry can easily cross. I communicated with Gen
eral Burnside, and he has sent Crittenden's division, which is now
crossing. The enemy's skirmishers have been in my front, as I ad
vanced. Major Van Buren, of General Burnside's staff, reports the
enemy strongly intrenched. The enemy does not yet know of our
movement.

Very respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-2.15 p. m.

General eRAWFORD :
Yon need not advance farther; extend your skirmishers out to

ward the railroad and see if you can connect with our cavalry. I
sent a re~ent down the railroad just after you left here. Try and
develop in this way as much of the enemy's front as you can, per
pendicular to the river. If you hear firing on your right it will be
caused by our cavalry.

Respectfully,

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-2.30 p. m.

General WARREN:
GENERAL: I find from the residents that we are at Waltham's

Mill (now destroyed), and that Quarles' Ford is about 1 mile above
us. The enemy advanced his skirmishers on my right, but they
were driven in. He is evidently making llew disp08itiolls. Bnrn
side has just ordered Crittenden to face the force opposite Willcox,
who is at Ox Ford. A large proportion of Crittenden's force is
dismounted riflemen. I fear lest communication with you on this
side the river 00 cut off.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.

There is yet one brigade of this division to cross.
S. W. CRAWFORD.
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MAY 24, 1864-5 p. m.
General CRAWFORO :

I have sent Eustis' brigade out to open communication with yon.
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-11 p. m.

General CRAWFORO :
I wish you would have your command under motion at 4 to-mor

row morning and push out a force if possible along the road toward
the railroad, 130 as to take position on the right of General Critten
den, facinp; the enemy's main line, and I shall move the rest of the
corps down on your right.

Respectfully, your~, &c.,

L. CUTLER,
Brigadier-General.

HOQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

Captain MARVIN,
Assistant Adjutant-Genercil :

SIR: My men are picking up a good number of stragglers on the
railroad. They report that the last train passed down at 2.30 this
morning, loaded with lumber from Charlottesville to rebuild the
bridge over the South Anna.

G. K. WARREN,
JIajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-11.30 p. m.

General CUTLER:
Move your command at 4 a. m. to-morrow, by the left flank,

behind the line of intrenchments, down to where General Craw
ford's position was in the fight yesterday. I will join you as the
head of your column reaches me. Take the Maryland Brigade with
you. .

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-12.10 a. m.

Major-Geueral MEADE:
Your dispatch of 10.30 p. m. received. The last of the two divis

ions has just reached position, and I have ordered the movement
across the river to commence at 2 a. m. The march of to-day has
been so trying to the men that it is represented that full one-third
the fighting men have fallen out. I thought it my duty to represent
this, 80 that if not important that the move be made to-night the
men· might have their night's sleep. Colonel Hyde, who haa been

n
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with the rear of the corps all day, takes this and can tell you the
condition of the men. I beg that it be not supposed I wish to spare
the men nnnecessarily. but only to get them in good fighting condi
tion by a. night's rest, if the condition of affairs will permit it.

Very respectfully,
H. G. WRIGHT.

Major-General, COl1lIlUHUlillg.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 186~.15 a.. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS.
Chief of Staff:

I have one division in line in support of Fifth Corps; another
massed behind that corps, both on the south side of the fNorth]
Anna. The artillery. not being needed, still remains on this side
the river, near the artillery of the Fifth Corps. The traills are com
ing up to within about a mile of the crossing, and will be covered
by one brigade of the Third Division. The other brigade of this
dIvision is en route to cross river. General Warren is advancing
his skirmish line, and so far wtthout opposition.

H. G. WRIGHT•
..lfajor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS.
May 24, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Since I have been in command of this corps the pon
toon train, attached by previons orders, has not been with it, but has
been with the supply train, except while it was in use at Fredericks
burg for bridging the Rappahannock. It is now at Milford Station
with the supply train. By whose orders it was detached from the
trnins moving with the corps is not clear, but it is said they were
from army headquarters. The object of this note is to ask whether
these pontoons should continue with the supply train or join me.
a.nd, if the latter, the route they should take, as I am in ignorance
of our future movements. One company of the volunteer engineers
is with it. If the train is to join me I would ask that the necessary
orders be issued from your headquarters in order to save time.
. Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Oommanding Sixth Oorps.

HEADQuARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864-1 p. m

Major-General WRIGHT,
Oommanding Sixth Oorps:

The major-general comma.nding directs you to cross your train,
and be j>repared to follow General Warren to-morrow morning.
General Warran is directed to stretch out toward the South Anna
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- General, Chief of Staff.

ORDERS.] •

and send out reconnoitering parties to find out a route for his corps
(which you will follow), avoiding the roads from Anderson's Tavern
to the Junction or to Taylorsville, which shall cover the South Anna.
near the mouth of Stag Creek.

OFFICIAL.]
The brigade of General Ricketts' diviSIOn and the picket force on

the Chilesburg road will follow the trains.
By command of Major-General Wright:

M. T. McMAHON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

This division will move at once, following the Second Division,
crossing the river. Order of march: Second Brigade, Fourth Bri
gade, First Brigade, Third Brigade. •

By command of Brigadier-General Russell:
HENRY R. DALTON,

. . Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Plain View, May 24, 1864-6.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
GENERAL: Your dispatch of last night was received, after which

the necessary orders were given. I :proceeded before daylight to
General Hancock's, to arrange with hIm as to the disposition of my
forces. He is of the opinion that a demonstration in my front would
be of more service to him than the re-enforcements I could send him.
I then left General Potter's division to his disposal, and went to the
position occupied by General Willcox, in front of .ox Ford, as soon
as it was light enough to reconnoiter the position, and have arranged
for an effort to carry the ford by the other two divisions of the Ninth
Corps. The prospects of success are not at all flattering, but I think
the attempt can be made without any very disastrous results, and
we may possibly succeed. We did not get into the position last.
night until after night-fall, so that we knew nothing of the nature
of the ground, and it would have been impossible to make an intelli
gent attack at daylight. The enemy's SIde of the. river is densely
wooded along its bank, with high ground in rear, with one battery
in position, flanked by rifle-pits, and it is reported that there is
another line of rifle-pits in front. The ford is said to be about knee
deep. I think we can approach very near to it on this side under
cover.. The men are now being placed in the woods, and in a few
minutes we shall have eighteen guns bearing on the enemy's battery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major- General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF' THE UNITED STATES,
Mount Carmel Church, Va., May 24, IHli4--'-l p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL : You will move your entire corps, with trains, to the
south side of North Anna this afternoon. General Warren has sent
a division on the south side to drive the enemy away from his posi
tion opposite you, and General Hancock has sent a brigade for the
same purpose. The ford must be opened by the time this reaches
vou. If not there is one about 1 mile farther up, between you and
Warren, that is open; at least, is so reported. You can cross at this
one and also at the bridge where Hancock crossed, marching your
troops thus crossed to a point opposite to where you now are on the
south side. You must get over and camp to-night on the south side.
To-night these headquarters will be on the south side of the river on
the Telegraph road.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RA'VLINS,

BrigadiPT-Cfeneral and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
:![ay 24, 1864.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Commanding Armies of the United States:

GENERAL: Your dispatch of 1 p. m. is received. We have been
endeavoring all the morning to drive the enemy from his position
opposite us. Have had a road cut through, intersecting the road
which leads to the ford, of which you speak, and General Critten
den's division started some time since over that road, with instruc
tions to cross and come down in rear of the position occupied by the
enemy at Ox Ford.

General Crawford, who is in command of the division sent by
~neral Warren to the upper ford. informs one of my staff that he
IS to remain there until further orders, and I have just received a
note from Geueral Hancock, stating that he had halted his brigade,
lest there might be some confusion by meeting General Warren's
division, which he had understood was coming down in that direc
tion. General Crittenden will continue to cross, and, if possible,
move down in rear of enemy's position. The ford is very rough
and deep, and a considerable portion of the men fall in crossing,
thus spoiling their ammunition. Crittenden has crossed two reg!
menta, and a third is now crossing. You may be sure that I WIll
do all in my power to gain this ford, and if I do not succeed, I will
cross by Hancock's or Warren's crossing. If it is desirable I will
stop the crossing of Crittenden's command and cross the whole at
one of these places. Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock can tell you some
th~ of the difficulty of taking this position.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
Be"ant,

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-GeneraL
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864~. 45 p. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
GENERAL: In accordance with your instructions I commenced

movements with a view to throwing the entire corps on the south
side of the river and making a junction in front of the position
opposite to General Willcox. General Crittenden's divisIOn was
tlirown across the river just above General Willcox. I described
the ford to you in a former note. Since I wrote you General Craw
ford reports that the enemy's line of skirmishers has cut off his com
munication with General Warren, and General Crittenden has not
been able to form a ~unction with General Potter, who was thrown
across over Hancock s bridge. They are both at work now to effect
t~is obj~ct. General Crittende? has had quite a sharp. fig~t and met
WIth qUlte a loss; the amount 18 not yet known. His aIde repre
sents that the enemy were repulsed, and he has sent in some 10 to 20
prisoners. Inasmuch as neIther General Crawford nor General
Crittenden have any artillery I feel quite anxious about their posi
tion, and have therefore directed a bridge capable of passin~ artil
lery and infantry to be built, and have taken the responsibIlity of
retaining General Willcox on this side of the river. I shall move
my own headquarters to the south side in a few minutes, near to
those of General Hancock, unless something should occur to detain
me here on this side, in which case I will notify you. I hope the
course I have pursued will meet your apfrobation. I am pretty well
satisfied the enemy's works are such as indicated to Colonel Com
stock this morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Jericho Ford, Va., May 24, 1864-8.20 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDF
Commanr' J Ninth Corps:

GENERAL: The situation of the enemy appearing so different from
what I expected, I do not deem it advisable for you to move your
wagon train to the south side of the river to-night, or not any more
of it than may now be on the south side. The enemy holding the
south bank of the river at Ox Ford, I think it important that you
should hold the north side of the same place. You will, therefore
leave at least a battery, supported by a regiment of infantry, well
stationed for that purpose. I understand you are moving two
divisions to connect with Hancock, and one above Ox Ford to connect
with Warren. This will be the best arrongement that can be adopted,
and if it is not already carried out you will carry it out at once.
Bridges will be laid above and below the point on the river held by
the enemy, and as near to it as possible, to-morrow morning, and
roads opened between them, so as to bring our right and left as near
supporting distance as possible. The only portion of this work you
will be charged with will be opening the road near the river between
the two bridges. The upper bridge will be laid near Quarles' Mills.
The plaoo for the lower one cannot be determined to-wght. It may
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not be practicable to lay a bridge above the one Hancock now has.
You may, therefore, regard the points to be connected by new roads
as being that bridge and Quarles' Mills.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
North Anna River, May 24, 1864.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Commanding Armies of the United States:

GENERAL: Yourdispatehof this evening is received, and I believe
I have anticipated your wishes, except that I have thought it best
to keep the whole of Willcox's division on this side, in consequence
of the trouble that has fallen upon Crittenden, who lost nearly half
a brigade in attempting to move down to connect with General Pot
ter. who crossed on Hancock's bridge. The brigade was small. and
I think the loss will not be over 600. Both Crittenden and Craw
ford are well intrenched, and I hope to have a good bridge built by
mornin~, so that we may give them some artillery, if necessary.
Would.It not be well for Warren to try and open communication
with Crawford? Potter attacked at the same time with Crittenden,
but he was fortunate in having light losses. I am glad to get the
order assigning the corps to the Army of the Potomac, because I
taink good will result from it.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Jericho Ford, Va., May 24, 1864-10 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: You have done quite right to retain General Willcox
where he is, under the circumstances. General Warren has been
informed of the contents of your note, and will endeavor to open
communication with General Crawford. If you can get a bridge
across to General Crittenden, it will serve to send artillery or re-en
forcements over to him, or will give him the means of withdrawing,
as necessity may require.

SPECIAL ORDERS, }-HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 25. Jericho Ford, Va., May 24, 1864.

To secure the greatest attainable unanimity in co-operative move
ments, and greater efficiency in the administration of the army, the
Ninth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside commanding, is as
signed to the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade com
manding, and will report accordingly.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
T. S. BOWERS,

Assistant Adjutant.General.
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

LEWIS RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
North Anna River, May 24, 1864.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: In accordance with Special Orders, NQ. 25, headquarters
Armies of the United States." I have the honor to report to you with the
Ninth Army Corps. You .lmow our present position.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 24, 1864-11.15 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that the
two divisIOns of your corps, detached to the south side of the river,
will be while thus temporarily detached, under the orders, the one of
General Hancock and the other of General Warren; the first, Potter's
division, the second, Crittenden's division.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864-1.15 p. m.

Brig. Gen. R. B. POTTER, .
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL: Move your division on·the road to Ox Ford. and occupy
the ground lately occupied by General Crittenden. This orderly
will remain with you to conduct the head of your column, or will
conduct one of your staff officers to my headquarters and I will show
him the ground.

Very respectfully, yours,

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

Brigadier-General WILLCOX,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: The commanding general directs that you send the
brigade of the First Division now with your command to report to
General Crittenden without delay. One of the First Diyision order
lies will act as guide.

Very respectfully,
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P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Cmnrnanding.

HDQR8. CAVALRY CO'RPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Reedy Swart/p, l"a., May 2-!-, 18u4-5 p. m.

Majur-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report my command at Reedy
Swamp, about r; miles from Chesterfield. Not knowing the rehel
army had fallen back, I crossed my command over the Pamunkey
River, on the railroad bridge at the White House yesterday; camped
near Dunkirk last night; this morning I followed the sound of your
artillery. Early in toe day heard that General Lee had been beaten
and driven back to Hanover Junction. On the 21st General Custer
destroyed two bridges on the Central Virginia Railroad, and some
distance of the track near Hanover Court-House. On the same day
Generals Gregg and Wilson drove the enemy's cavalry across the
Chickahominy, about r; miles from Richmond; they would not, how
ever, stand to fight. I then drew my command back to the White
House, where supplies were sent me from Fort Monroe. My grf'.at
difficulty has been about forage and subsistence. I supposed there
would be plenty hetween the Pamunkeyand Mattapony Rivers, but
found myself mistaken. General Custer reported Breckinridge's
comInand on the railroad when he cut it. I have further evidence
of his arrival from the valley; also, that troop8 have been passing
through Richmond for the last three days to re-enforce Lee. It is
proba.ble that some of them are from Drewry's Bluff. I shall march
to Chesterfield in tee morning, unless I receive orders to the con
trary_ I have one day's rations for my men; no forage for my
horses.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. May 24, 1864-5.20 p. m.

Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Commanding Cavalry:

The commanding general directs that you picket with your com
mand all the roads leading north and west from Mount Carmel
Church, and to cover the road to Milford, where the supply trains now
are. The Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, under the command
of Major Kerwin-the headquarters of which regiment are at New
Bethel Church-is placed under your orders, and also a detachment
of cavalry commanded by Major Forsyth, Eighth Illinois, whieh is
supposed to be picketing the roads leading in a southerly direction.
You can reach Major Kerwin at Bethel Church, and Major Forsyth's
location will be communicated to y.ou as soon as it can be aseertamed.
The Fifth New York Cavalry WIll probably be returned to you to
night. The commanding general wishes. you to establish your head
quarters near his own, until the return of General Sheridan. Gen
eral headquarters to-night will be in the vicinity of J erieho Mills.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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FREDERICKSBURG, May 24, 1864.
(Received 11.30 a. m.)

FREDERICKSBURG, May 24,1864.
(Received 2.45 p. m.)

MAY 24,1864-12.40 p. m.

MAY 24, 1864-12.40 p. m.

Major-General HALLECK,
Ohief of Staff:

There are 8,000 wounded and sick to be removed from here. Half
of them can be sent by railroad. The means for removing thezn by
water is limited, only about 700 being sent yesterday; one of the
transports not yet returned. Why not make use of both railroad
and transports? Otherwise our men will not get from here in a week.
All the transports and boats would be sent to Aquia that cannot be
used at Port'Roy~1. Enough of our men to fill them can be sent to
Aquia to-day. We await your instructions.

C. C. AUGUR,
MajCYr- General.

Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

Six hundred wounded have already gone to Aquia this morning,
and another train will go this afternoon. The railroad is in good
order. One load of cars have gone to Alexandria, but enough re
cain to answer the purfose. Abercrombie has sent a portion of his
command to Port Roya to-dar. The telegraph operator from Belle
Plain has also gone to that pomt. No office at Belle Plain. Suffi
cient guards are on the railroad. Pontoon bridge for Port Royal
left here this morning. .

C. C. AUGUR,
MajCYr-General, U. S. Army.

P. S.-General Abercrombie sends word ,that the wharf at Belle
Plain is taken up, and that nothing further can be received there.

C. C. AUGUR,
Major- General.

Major-General AUGUB,
Fredericksburg:

If railroad has not been broken up, use it to bring away sick and
wounded. Use any"llleans you can to get them off as early as po88i
ble. Telegraph back if the road can be used, so that the Surgeon
General may send transports to receive wounded at Aquia.

, H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Major-General AUGUR,
Fredericksburg:

Chief engineer has just reported that he will keep railroad in
operation as long as possible to bring away wounded. Don't let
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C. C. AUGUR,
Madar-General,.

troops be sent away till everything and everybody is safe. Give
protection to railroad as long as necessary. Dr. Barnes has been
notified to receive wounded at Aquia and bring them away.

H. W. HALLECK,
Jlajor-GeMral, and Chief of Staff.

FREDERICK8BURG, VA., May 24, 1864,.
(Received 6.40 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

An orderly has just arrived from General Grant's headquarters,
which he states were 9 miles beyond Milford Station and about 5this
side of the North Anna. He left there at 4 o'clock this morning.
He states that the Sixth and Second Corps crossed the North Anna
last night before dark, with slight opposition, and that the other
corps were close up. General Grant's headquartars were to move
forward this mormng. He states further that thewe was a good deal
of musketry firing during the night, and that (,}8nnonading has been
going on this morning.

FREDERICK8BURG, VA., May 24, 1864.
Captain ORR,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:
But about 1,400 of the 8,000 wounded and sick have been removed

from here. General Lockwood arrived with his command last night.
I shall ask him to remain until General Abercrombie arrives here
with his Belle Plain troo{)s. Do I understand rightly that General
Abercrombie will move 1D person by the way of Fredericksburg?
Please answer immediately.

ED. SCHRIVER,
Inspector- General.

HEADQUARTERS,
BeUe Plain, Va., May 24, 1864.

Col. E. ScHRIVER, ' •
Commanding, Fredericksburg:

COLONEL: I will march overland to Port Royal by the shortest
route. On my arrival I will endeavor to visit you in person. One
pontoon bridge from Fredericksburg, General Benham tells me, is to
be moved to Port Royal in order to cross my troops and afford the
means of sending protection to the telegraph. Let me know whether
you intend to send more wounded to Aquia Creek. If so I will
leave the guard there. Send nothing more here as the bridge wharf
is taken up, and everything will be abandoned to-day. Answer im
mediately.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Oommanding.
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: HEADQUARTERS,
Belle Plain, Va., May 24,1864-12 m.

Col. E. SCHRIVER :
I leave at 2 p. m. this day. A small guard will be left here until

the railroad to Aquia is abandoned.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Brigadier-General.

R. L. ORR,
Oaptain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS,
No.5. f Belle Plain, Va., May 24, 1864.

1. Colonel Cavins, commanding Provisional Brigade: Have your
command ready to move at once. The line will be formed with the
right resting on Wadsworth's barn at 2 p. m. this day. Your regu-
lar battalion on right of brigade. .

II. Captain Edwards, commanding Reserve Artillery: Have your
command ready to move at once and will assemble at Wadsworth's
barn at 2 p. m. this day. One light battery will be detailed to march
on right of column in rear of cavalry.

III. Colonel Cesnola, commanding dismounted cavalry: You
will have your command ready to march at once. Your command
will assemble at 2 p. m. this day at the Wadsworth barn. Detail one
effective squadron to lead the column, properlyofficered.

IV. Major Beardsley, commanding Sixth New York: Have your
command ready to march at once. Form your command on the
left of Colonel Cesnola's column punctually at 2 p. m. this day.
This command is to assemble at the Wadsworth barn.

By order of Brig. Gen. J. J. Abercrombie:

HEADQUARTERR,
Belle Plain, Va., May 24, 1864.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Cornnwnding.

Colonel CLENDENIN:
On your arrival at Port Conway the artillery will be encamped on

the most commanding point and III preference where it can protect
the bridge ;party, and mfantry near by for its support. As soon as
the bridge IS completed the command will cross to Port Royal, and
occupy the most defensible points. Should there be a sufficient force
of cavalry to guard the approaches to Port Royal, you will cross the
river and scout the banks above and below Port Conway for 8 or 10
miles, and continue this duty until my arrival with the remainder of
the command.

Respectfully, &c.,

WAR DEPARTMENT,
May 24, 1864.·

Col. A. G. DRAPER, Commanding at Point Lookout:
Send out your cavalry and whatever force is needed to arrest all

dcscrters from the Army of the Potomac. Let none e."Icape. If

*Sent 9 a. m. May 20.
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W. HOFFMAN,
Commissary-General of Prisoners.

POINT LOOKOUT, May 24, 1864.
(Received 12.30 p. ro.)

any officers are among them put them in irons and send them here to
General Augur. Send the privates alsq to General Augur under
sufficiWlt guard. Report to this Department on this matter anrl the
state of your command at 9 a. m. and 7 p. m. every day until further
order.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

Four hundred and ninety-four enlisted prisoners of war arrived
from Belle Plain last evening. Yesterday afternoon as the prisoners
were going from dinner a sentinel of the Thirty-sixth Colored Re~
ment, without justification, fired at one of them, woundin~ hilll
mortally, of which he died last night, wounding another serIously
and two others slightly. I respectfully recommend that a court of
inquiry of officers not belonging to the post be ordered to investigate
the affair.

Respectfully,

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864-12.30 a. m.

Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secreiary of War:

Your dispatch relating to movement of General Grant is received.
There is an entire mistake in that part of it relating to Hoke's troops
being in the Army of the Potomac, unless they left since last night.
There are before me the following brigades, all of which have
prisoners takeu within the last four days: Ransom's brigade
Forty-ninth North Carolina, Colonel McAfee; Twenty-fourth North
Carolina, Clarke; Fifty-sixth North Carolma, Faison; Twenty
fifth North Carolina, Rutledge; Thirty-fifth North Carolina, Jones. '
Hunton's (Garnett's old)-Eighth Virginia, Berkeley; Nineteenth
Virginia, Gantt; Twenty-ei~hth Virginia, Allen; Thirty-second
Virginia, Montague. Barton s (Armistead's old, Colonel Aylett, of
Fifty-third Virginia, commandin~)brigade-Ninth Virginia, Owens;
Fourteenth Vir~nia, Hodges; Thirty-eighth Virginia, Edmonds;
Fifty-third Virgmia, Aylett; FIfty-seventh Virginia, Dyer. Corse's
Twenty-ninth Virginia; Fifteenth Virginia, Morrison; Seventeenth
Virginia, Herbert; Thirtieth Virginia, Cary; Ei~hteenthVir~inia,
Carrin~n. Terry's (Kemper's old)-First VIrginia, WillIams;
Third "V"irginia, Mayo; Seventh Virginia, Patton; Eleventh Virginia,
Otey; Twenty-fourth Virginia, Terry, commanding brigade. Hoke's
old brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis now eommanding hrigade
Sixth North Carolina, Colonel Avery, now at Plymouth; tllll rPRt
of the brigade are here; Twenty-first North CarolinH, Colonel Pfohl;
Forty-third North Carolina; Fifty-fourth North Carolina, Mc
Dowell; Fifty-seventh North Carolina, Godwin; Twenty-first Geor-
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gia, Mercer. Hagood's brigade-Eleventh South Carolina, Colonel
Gantt; . Twenty-first South Carolina, Colonel Graham; Twenty
fifth South Carolina, Pressley; Twenty-seventh South Carolina.
Bushrod Johnson's brigade-Seventeenth Tennessee; Twenty-third
Tennessee; Sixty-third Tennessee, Fulkerson; -- Tennessee.
Wise's brigade-Fifty-ninth Virginia, Tabb, and three Virginia reg
iments. Clingman's brigade of North Carolina troops. Gracie's,
of South Carolina and Georgia troops. Walker's, of Ge0t:.gia and
South Carolina troops is here, and Martin's, of North Carolina
troops.

General Walker, of South Carolina and Georgia troops, was cap
tured on Friday. His brigade consists of 4,100 men,. by memoranda
found in his pocket. The Petersburg Saturday paper admits be
tween 500 and 600 killed and wounded in the contest with us on
Friday, in which it says Wise's, Martin's, and Clingman's brigades
took part. It ~ys: "Our column was under the immediate com
mand of D. H. Hill, but General Beauregard was on the field, and
his superior military abilities, of course, contributed largely toward
the success of the movements, while his presence inspired the enthu
siasm which rendered our men irresistible."

I have a p-risoner from Gracie's brigade, of Anderson's division, of
Longstreet s corps, and he says that his brigade is here present. A
part of Pickett's division went north before we landed here, leaving
Petersburg entirely bare of troops until the remainder came from
North Carolina. In a conference with a flag of truce to-day my
officers talked with the bri~ade and regimental commanders of two
different brigades of two dIfferent divisions besides those mentioned
in the Petersburg papers. I have prisoners from each of these bri
gades and from nearly every regiment.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864-12.30 a. m.

Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

I have some 25,000 effective men for duty on this peninsula, be
sides my own worn-out cavalry and the negro troops necessary to
hold open communication at Forts Powhatan, Clark, arid Wilson's
Wharf. There are nearly 10,000 guarding the various railroads and
bridges forming the connpctions south. I know I am employing
one-third more of the enemy's force than I have, yet as soon as I get
my lines so strengthened as to be able to leave them in charge of
few men I shall resume offensive operations at the earliest moment.
I telegraph this to correct what seems to be a misapprehension.

B. F. BUTLER,
MajorJGeneral.

WASHINGTON, May 24, 1864-7.30 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER:

General Grant directed that you have 20,000 men, exclusive of
artillery and cavalry, which are not wanted, ready to be moved as
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may be ordered. .your position at City Point will be p~pared for
defense by a small force. General Grant crossed the North Anna
near railroad bridge on the 22<1, and on the 23d was moving on the
South Anna.

HALLECK,
Major-General.

W ABHINGTON, D. C., May 24, 1864-9.40 p. m.
(Received 10.10 a. m. 25th.)

Major-General BUTLER :
Dispatchea from General Grant, just received, report that yeater

day the enemy were driven across the North Anna with severe loss,
and our troops are pursuing. Negroes report that Lee is retreating
to Richmond. General Grant says everything looks exceedingly
favorable for us. Your dispatch of (12.30) this day is received and
sent to General Grant.

E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

BERMUDA, May 24, 1864.
Colonel SHAll'J'ER :

Captain Wise, who came here with General Meigs, came up from
Jamestown Island, where he had been with disjlatches, and reports
an attack by the rebels on our troops at Wilson's Landing, and
heard as he passed light musketry firing outside the works. He
also passed a steamer with re-enforcementB from Fort Powhatan.
The affair appeared to be over when he left.

C. E. FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Qu,arte'7'ma8ter.

BERMUDA, May 24, 1864.
(Received 12.10 a. m. 25th.)

Col. J. W. SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

Steamers Patuxent and Johnson have been ordered to report at
once to upper wharf on Appomattox, and they start immediately.
Transportation will be ill readiness here for the cavalry of Kautz's
division.

GEO. S. DODGE,
Capta'in and Assistant Quartermaster.

JAMESTOWN, VA., May 24, 1864.
(Received 10.30 a. m. 25th.)

General H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

"What has been done here is, first, to occupy and fortify a strong
position as a depot and base; second, to demonstrate upon and

12 R a-VOL XXXVI, PT lil
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M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General.

J .. G. BARNARD,
Brigadier-General, &c.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

occupy a strong force of the enemy, while railroads have been cut,
and their use temporarily interrupted; third, to collect ample su;>
plies of subsistence, forage, and ammunition. What can be done IS,
first, to assume the offensive with the object of again cutting rail
roads, occupy the enemy, and perhaps recalling any troops lately
detached to re-enforce Lee, with a chance of capturing Petersburg,
and a certainty of being prepared to unite with General Grant in
the investment of Richmond, or, second, remain purely on the de
fensive, sacrifice the water communication by the James River for a
time, and spare 20,000 men for transfer to the Army of the Poto
mac. What in our opinion ought to be done is either, first~ to place
an officer of military experience and knowledge in commana of these
two corps, thus making them a unit for field operations, and then
assume the offensive; or, second, to withdraw 20,000 men to be used
elsewhere. General Butler is a man of rare and great ability, but
he has not experience and training to enable him to direct and con
trol movements in battle. A corps gives its commander full occu
pation on the battle-field, and leaves him no time to make sugges
tions to the commander-in-chief as to the movements of two corps.
General Butler is satisfied with the ability and aid of General Wil
liam F. Smith" He does not appear to be satisfied with General
Gillmore. General Butler evidently desires to retain command in
the field. If his desires must be gratified, withdraw Gillmore, place
Smith in command of both corps under the supreme command of
General Butler; let Smith put Brooks in command of one corps, and
Weitzel of the other, unless you can send here better officers. You
will thus have a command which will be a unit, and General Butler
will probably be guided by Smith, and leave to him the suggestions
and practical execution of army movements ordered. Success would
be more certain were Smith in command untrammeled, and General
Butler remanded to the administrative duties of the department in
which he has shown such rare and great ability. Weare on our
way to Washington, touching at Jamestown to forward this dis- 
patch, and at Fort Monroe where orders may reach us, if desirable.
A deserter to-day from Colquitt's (Georgia) brigade states that it is
reported in the enemy's camp that troops have been detached to re
enforce Lee. He thiilks that only about four brigades remain, but
that Beauregard still commands. Troops at Wilson's Wharf were
attacked by Fitz. Lee, and steamer fired into to-day. The attack
was repulsed.

GILLMORE'S,
May 24, 1864-6.10 a. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
I judge the enemy are yet in front of us in considerable force

from last night's reconnaissance.
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864-7.60 a.. m.

R. S. DAVIS,
MajoT and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General GILLlIORE:
The commanding general directs me to ask you how the discrep

ancy of nearly 2,000 men arises between your estimate of troops and
the regular tri-monthly return?

GILLMORE'S,
May 24, 1864-10.16 a.. m.

Maj. R. S. DAVIS,
.Assistant Adjutant-General:

The statement called for was an approximate estimate of the
effective force of my command. In answer I sent the number pres
ent for duty equip~. By referring to the columns in the tri
monthly bearing thIS heading it will be found that if any discrep
ancy exists it is insignificant.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864-9.45 a. m.

Colonel SERRELL,
First New York Volunteer Engineers:

Your proposed plan for the modification of the line is approved.
You can commence work on it at once.

G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General and Ohief of Engineers.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24, 1864-10.05 a. m.

General GILLMORE:
No further details for night work have been ordered.

G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24:, 1864-4.40 p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
GENERAL: The commanding general directs that you detail one

regiment, with its arms, to take position during this night at the
new redoubt in front of Battery No.3, and that you renew this
guard every night until the redoubt is fully armed and garrisoned.
The orders of the guard will be to hold agamst any attempts on part
of the enemy to take it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. WEITZEL,

Brigadier-General.
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WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General.

SMITH'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 24; 1864.

HEADQUARTERs,
May 24, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 24, 1864.

General BUTLER:
I would respectfully suggest that a general order be immediately

issued by you to the effect that whenever a fatigue party be ordered
the officers in the detail are to be stdctly responsible for the work
done or for the tools under their charge, and whenever found and
reported for neglect of this duty they be summarily dismissed the
service of the United States.

Respectfully,

Major-General SMITH:
The commanding general directs that you dismount Cole's cav

alry and send them at once to City Pomt, with their howitzers.
The troops from City Point have been sent to Wilson's Wharf, that
post being vigorously attacked this evening. Have them take plenty
of ammunition. I have ordered boats to upper wharf. If you think
best, send with them a section of battery.

J. W. SHAFFER,
Oolonel and Chief of Staff.

Colonel COLE,
U. 8. Oolored Oavalry: ,

COLONEL: The general commanding directs that you dismount
your regiment and prepare to go to City Point at once, in light
marching orderl with one day's rations. Boats will be in readiness
at upper whart. You will take your howitzers. Take GO rounds
of ammunition. If you have not sufficient ammunition report im
mediately. Leave usual guard for horses and camp.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. BOWEN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, ~ HDQRS. EIGHTEE,NTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 30. f In the Fleld, Va., May 24, 1864.

I. When ambulances are required to carry away sick men from
their regiments to the corps hospital or elsewhere, a written request
made by the senior medical officer of the regiment, countersigned by
his regimental commander, will be recognized by the lieutenant in
charge of the division ambulances and the ambulance furnished.

II. Chief of ambulances will direct his subordinates to keep a
record of all ambulances sent on special application to any regiment
while the army is encamped; the time of the departure of the ambu-



CJUp. XLVIn.] CORRESPONDENCF., ETc.-l'NION. 181

N. BOWEN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant AdJutant-Gelleral.

lance and its return to the ambulance park will be noted, and the
nature of the duty performed. This formality will be dispensed
with while on the march or during battle.

III. The position of division ambulances in the column while the
army is moving will be to the rear of each division, unless otherwise '
specially ordered.

By command of Major-General Smith:

GENERAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 32. f In the Field, ret., May 24, 1864-

Hereafter all men and officers found outside of their camps with
out PEoer authority from division commander will be arrested and
char with disobedience of orders. Provost-marshals of the corps
and ivisions are ordered to send out pickets and see that this order
be obeyed. Regimental commanders and officers having charge of
men on detached duty are authorized to give permits to bathe, not to
exceed 10 enlisted men to a company, under a non-commissioned
officer, at 5 a.. m. and 7 p. m. daily. They will not be allowed to
bathe within sight of steam-boat landings, and on no account near
the line of pickets.

By command of Major-General Smith:
N. BOWEN,

Lietde1ULnt-Colonel and Assistant AdJutant-General.

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 24, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. H. MARTINDALE,
C<1mmanding Second Division:

GKNERAL: The general commanding directs that you immediately
establish a line of pickets across the creek, one-quarter of a mile in
front of the house, and reaching from the creek to the Appomattox
River, with strong reserves. If necessary, you will throw a whole
regiment over for this duty, totally disregarding the pickets from
the gun-boats, as they are liable to be moved at any time, notifying
them of your line. When this is accomplished you will please in
form me. A company of cavalrl will be ordered to re'port to you
daily, for patrol duty in front 0 your line of pickets, m daylight,
but will be withdrawn to this side of the creek at night, with the
exception of a sergeant and 10 men. These latter will be ordered by
you to report to these headquarter8 and to yourself any information
that may, come under their notice during the night. No gun-boat
firing WIll of itself be noticed.

By colllllland of Major-General Smith:

CITY POINT, May 24, 18€4--8 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER:

GKNERAL: Reports from Wilson's Wharf state that Fitzhugh Lee
demanded the surrender of the post at 2 p. m. At 5 o'clock his at-
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tack had been repulsed. I hs,ve sent the Thirty-seventh Regiment
to re-enforce the post, and shall proceed, as soon as I can obtain
transportation, with Choate's battery and the Fifth Regiment, to
join him. This leaves at City Point the Fifth Massachusetts Cav
alry, dismounted, and a battalion of the Fourth Massachusetts Cav
alry. A body of our troops are reported by contrabands to be land
ing at the White House. Will you send a regiment at once to City
Point?

EDWARD W. HINKS,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
James River, l.lay 24, 1864-9 p. m.

(Via Fort Monroe, 5 p. m. 25th. Received 6 p. m.)
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy:
Otsego arrived to-day. Monitors practice at Howlett's battery.

Enemy seem to have stopped working on it. Monitors also prac
ticed yesterday to get range to protect right flank of army. Gen
erals Meigs and Barnard liere. No change in the situation. Moni
tors need fresh provisions. .

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

HDQRS. DEFENSES OF NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH,
Portsmouth, Va., May 24, 1864-10.45 a. m.

Maj. J. S. GATES,
Bowers' Hill, Va.:

MAJOR: I am instructed by the general commandin~ to say to
you that he does not see that any advantage will be gamed by at
tacking the enemy at present. He grants you permission to go out
a short distance beyond Suffolk with a small force of cavalry, in or
der to ascertain the force and whereabouts of the enemy, but does
not wish you to bring on an engagement.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. L. McHENRY,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

I. VOGDES,
Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. DEFENSES OF NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH,
Portsmouth, Fa., May 24, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Major GATES,
Commanding Outposts:

The object of your reconnaissance is to obtain information as to
the strength, position, and designs of the enemy. I have not force
enough to occupy any position now occupied by the enemy, nor do
I proIJOse extending my lines. To fight simply because you know
that there is any of the enemy in the neighborhood, without having'
any clear, well-designed object to obtain, is simply to exhaust the
material that you may soon stand in need of. Your instructions
are to avoid any unnecessary engagement.

Very respectfully,
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U. S. GRANT,
LieuJ.enant-General.

JERICHO FORD, VA., May 25, IH64-12 noon.
(Recoived 2 a. m. 26th.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff:
The enemy are evidently making a determined 8tand betwoon the

two Annas. It will probably take us two days to get in position for
a general attack or to turn their position, as may favor best. Send
Butler's force to White House to ,land.on north side and march
up to join this army. The James River should be held to City
Point, but leave nothing more than is absolutely necessary to hold
it, acting :purely on the defensive. The enemy will not undertake
any offensIve operations there, but will concentrate everything here.
Breckinridge 18 unquestionably here. Sixty-six officerR and men
have boon captured who were wIth Hoke in the capture of Plymouth.
If Hunter can possibly get to Charlottesville and Lynchburg, he
should do so. living on the country. The railroads and canals should
be destroyed beyond possibility of repair for weeks. Completing
this he could find his way back to his original base, or from abollt
Gordonsville join this army.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Quarws' Mt71s, Va., May 25, 1864.

Maj. Gen. G. G. MEADE, C011/.dg. Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: Direct Generals Warren and Wright to withdraw all

their teams and artillery not in position to the north side of the
river to-morrow. Send that belongin~ to General Wright's corps
as far on the road to HanovertQwn as It can go without attracting
attention to the fact. Send with it Wright's best division, or divis
ion under his ablest commander. Have this 'place filled up in the
line, so if possible the enemy will not notICe their withdrawal.
Send the cavalry to-morrow afternoon, or as much of it as you
may deem necessary to watcp. and seize, if they can, Littlepage's
Bridge and Taylor's Ford, and to remain on one or the other side
of the liver at those points until the infantry and artillery all pass.
As soon as it is dark to-morrow night start the .division which you
withdraw first from Wright's corps to make a forced march to
Hanovertown, taking with them no teams to impede their march.
At the same time this division starts commence withdrawing all
of the Fifth and Sixth Corps from the south side of the river and
march them for the same place. The two divisions of the Ninth
Corps not now with Hancock may be moved down the north bank
of the river

i
where they will be handy to support Hancock if neces

sary, or wil be that much on their road to follow the Fifth and
Sixth Corps. Hancock should hold his command in readiness to
follow as soon as the way is clear for him to-morrow. It will leave
nothing for him to do, but as soon as he can he should get all his
teams and spare artillery on the road or roads which he will have to
take. As Boon as the troops reach Hanovertown they should get
possession of all the crossings they can in that neighborhood.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

I think it would be well to make a heavy cavalry demonstration
on the enemy's left to-morrow afternoon also.

U. S. G.
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HE'ADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864.-7.30 p. m.

General A. A. HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: A prisoner received this p. m. from A. P. Hill's corps

says he understood that Lee's army lies in its usual order-Hill In

the center. This man is very ignorant and has been in the army •
but a short time. Another. from Longstreet's corps is intelligent,
and I think truthful. He was sent in with the colored sergeant and
says that Longstreet's line is a straight one now running, lie thinks

iparallel with the river. It was not so at first, but the coI1Js fel
back from its first line. A. P. Hill's line he thinks to be ill the
sha~ of a half moon, but can give nothing more definite in regard
to eIther. He thinks that Ewell's corps has gone farther toward
Richmond, because day before yesterday he was near a regiment in
it in which he had friends, when they received the order to march~
and he saw what he iiook to be the corps off; we have only haa
stJIagglers from Ewell since. Our scouts are in from the right, who
report that they learn from citizens living beyond the Telegraph'
road that troops came from the valley on Monday last about noon,
and they gave out that there was nothing left in the valley.

GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &e.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
OFFICE OF CHIEF QUARTERMASTER,

At Jeric1w Mills, south side North Anna,
May 25, 1864-10 a. m.

Brig. Gen. M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General U. S. Army, Washington:

I have the honor to report that a train of over 400 wagons leaves
our general parks this morning for Port Royal to take in sick and
wounded, and to return with supplies. It goes in escorted by 550
cavalry. It is presumed that Captain Pitkin has established him
self at Port Royal, and that supplies are already accumulated. He
had my instructions what to do. These headquarters. are situated
about 35 miles from Fredericksburg, and 30 from Port Royal. I
desire to remind you that the frequent changes made in depots from
the Orange and Alexandria Railroad to Belle Plain and Port Royal,
are made in every instanee by order of Lieutenant-General Grant.
It would have given greater facilities to re-enforce and supply this
army, had the Aquia railroad been put in repair as we advanced,
but 1: suppose General Grant has in view milItary movements that
render that road unnecessary.

I see no difficulty in supplying the army, provided our trains are
as securely protected in future as they have been to this time. The
enemy is 1ll our immediate front. Apparently both armies are now
massed between the two Annas. So soon as means of transportation
will permit, I desire you will cause 1,000 artillery borses to be sent
to me. We shall probably require more, though I have no present
means of knowing. Lieutenant-General Grant has just ordered that
the Ninth Corps be attached to this army. We have in all about
4,100 wagons. My general park of some 3,000 wagons is now 10
miles in our rear. We have had no embarrassment with them.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brig. Gen. a.nd Chief Quartermaster, Army of the PotO'11UUJ.
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQtJARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864:.

The designating flag for these headquarters will, until further
orders, be a small national flag.

By command of Major-General Meade:
s. WILLIAMS,

.Assistant Adjutant-Ge.neral.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQuARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOKAC,
May 25, 1864.

Headquarters will move at 2 p. m. to.dayto the vicinity of Quarles'
Mills.

By command of Major-General Meade:
CHAS. E. PEASE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, l
No. 144. f

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. May 25, 1864.

MAY 25, 1864-5 a. m.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 25, 1864-6.45 a. m.

• * * * * * *
4. Corps commanders will employ all available time when in the

vicinity of the railroad in its destruction. Working parties will be
detailed in each division for the purpose under competent officers to
superintend and push the work.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

As.'1istant Adjutant-General.

[General W. S. HANCOCK:]
GENERAL: Colonel Brooke reports the enemy as stronger than

last night. General Barlow has only one brigade in the breast-work
and General Birney has two. If you want Birney's division in re
serve, General Barlow can easily occupy the whole line, I think. I
have sent Major Anget to the right to examine Potter's line. It
may be necessary for us to extend farther in that direction to keep
our connection with the river. If you wish General Birney in
reserve, pleas~ have Colonel Walker write to General Barlow to
relieve Birney's line. I am going over to General Gibbon's.

C. H. MORGAN.
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Lieut. 001.·0. H. MORGAN,
Ohief of Staff: .

COLONEL: General Hancock directs me to say that he does not
think it necessary that General Birney's division should be relieved
by General Barlow, and that he will give no orders about it unless he

--~-~--~'-"-
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sees you further. It is of the greatest importance, however, that our
line should be closely and strongly connected with the river, espe
cially on the right. Please have this accurately determined.

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

WINF"D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY' CORPS,
May 25, 1864-10.45 a. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that a negro has just come
into the cavalry lines from Hanover Junction, who says that he is
an orderly sergeant of the Second U. S. Colored Cavalry i was cap
tured at t>lymouth, but by a change of clothes succeeded m passing
himself off as an officer's servant. He says that at Plymouth he
witnessed all the massacres that are reported to have occurred there.
He came to Hanover Junction as the servant of a Confederate officer;
left Richmond Sunday. I send him up for examination as to his
story. I also send a man from Longstreet's corps, captured this
morning.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864-6 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
General headquarters have been moved to the Quarles' Mills, a'bout

three-quarters of a mile below Jericho Bridge.
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864-9 p. m. (Received 9.20 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
Have you done anything in the way of destroying the Fredericks

burg railroad? If not, I wish you to-morrow to employ as large a
part of your force as you can in this work, t6&ring up the rails, and,
by means of the ties, heating and bending them.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

SECOND CORPS,
May 25, 1864-9.20 p. m.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assi'Jtant Adjutant-General :

I have been at work at the railroad this afternoon. That part of
the bridge which was not burned is completely destroyed forward to
the curve, and to such a point as the enemy cannot observe what is
going on, and backwards, also, the rails have been taken up and
bent by using the ties; the work will be continued to-morrowoack
wards.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864-9.30 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: I do not know the facts, but it has been reported to me

that General Burnside is not intrenched on his left in front of
Ox Ford, connecting with my right. I think he should be intrenched
there. He has a rifle-pit down, by the edge of the river, but if the
enemy are determined to come in there, it can easily be carried.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25,1864-11 p. In.

Major-General HANCOCK:
I have directed Burnside to intrench Willcox.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUART'lmS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864-11.10 p. m. (Received 11.40 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
Can't you dispense with the cavalry on your left? It is impor

tant, as they are recruits and returned veterans, that they should
join their regiments. Answer.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Mador-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864-11.50 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: I have been waiting for report from General Gibbon

respecting the cavalry. If it can properly be relieved I will order it
to report to its regiment.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
Near Taylor's Bridge, May 25, 1864.

Whenever regiments of heavy artillery shall be assigned for tem
porary purposes to the infantry divisions of the corps, division
commanders will have them instructed, as far as may be considered
safe in the circumstances, in picket duty, mixing them in with the
old men.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS .A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 25, 1864-6.30 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
GENERAL: The enemy is reported as moving from my extreme

left toward my right, but whether as far as Barlow's front or not, I

, .
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do not know. Yours of 6.06 just received. My skirmishers extend·
to the river, not my line of battle. If I had a squadron of cavalry
here I could use them to take care of my left flank and dispense with
this line of skirmishers, besides they would be in a very good posi
tion to attack the enemy should he advance on the left, which, how
ever, is not likely. Everything is right, now and then a shot only.

Respectfully, .
. JOHN GIBBON,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 26, 1864-9.30 a. m.

Major-General HANCOOK :
GENERAL: Yours of 8.45 is received. I regret to find my dispo

sitions do not suit you. The right of my front line does strike the
railroad in front of General Barlow's left, as shown in the sketch,
and my men are now engaged in intrenching.

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General of Vol1mf,eers, Comdg. Division.,

A work is now being put up at A, to extend over toward General
Barlow's, and I have sent two regiments of McKeen's brigade to oc
cupy the position B. My skirmish line connects with General Bar
lows. My front line.can be withdrawn on the right if you desire it,
but I respectfully submit that as it is in presence of the enemy it
would be better to allow it to remain there and make the connection
as I propose, as I have another stron~ line to the rear of the right
of my line, the right resting on the raIlroad.

Respectfully,
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CHANDLER'S HOUSE, May 25,1864-12.15 p. m.
General GmBoN:

Will advise you as to your part of it when I can soo General
Hancock.

•

To be destroyed. .

WALKER,
Assistar.t Adjutant-Geneml.

CHANDLER'S HOUSE, May 25, 1864.
GenElral GIBBON:

General Hancock is heret and wishes me to say that if yOll have
anything to communicate aMut your lines to send by signal.

. TAYLOR.

TAYLOR.

CHANDLER'S HOUSE, May 25, 1864-9 a. m.
General Birney:

General Hancock wishes to know if Colonel Morgan is at your
headquarte~. .

MAY 25, 1864.
General HANCOCK:

Colonel Morgan has gone with General Potter to look at his lines.
BIRNEY,

General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
M.ay 25, 1864-4.15 p. m.

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Aqjutant-General.

P. S.-Be very cautious in your advance. A contraband has just
come in, who reports quite a force over there.

F. A. W.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General 'BIRNEY:
The major-general commanding directs that you take possession·

of the section of Arnold's battery referred to in your note, and hold
it if it is near you. You should enforce your orde~ in such cases.
The major-general commanding will have the matter duly investi
gated.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864-6.15 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY:
GENERAL: The major-general commanding has directed me to in

form you that a new pontoon bridge has been laid above the railroad
bridge in rear of your command. He directs that a road practicable
for wagons and artillery be at once cut, leading to it, and that the
ditches be bridged.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. R. DRIVER,

I Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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MAY 25, 1864---8 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,.

MAY 25, 1864-8.20 a. m.

Major-General MEADE:
General Griffin has advanced down the railroad and engaged the

enemy's skirmishers there. General Crawford has engaged them
on the right of General Crittenden. General Cutler and General
Griffin are now establishing a good connection. General Wright, I
believe, is moving up troops to Griffin's right. I suppose the enemy's
skirmishers are probably a half mile in advance of their main one.
As soon as all is III order we will drive them in to their breast-works
if they have any. and ascertain their position. It seems as if the
enemy was here in force.

Respectfully,

Major-General MEADE:
GENERAL: Found General Warren at last, say, It miles from you.

. I indicate the lines. General Warren finds the enemy intrenched

quite to the railroad. His line can. reach only to the rail-and he
has told Wright so. Skirmishing in front, but only a waste of am
munition. Warren has sent to say so. We now move to the right.
Warren's line is pretty oblique. He will try to rectify.

T. LYMAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel, VoWnteer -tiide-de-Camp.
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It. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.

Major-General WARREN:
I am in connection with Bartlett's brigade, Griffin's division, near

the Anderson house, and have formed my lines nearly parallel to the
road along which I came. I send this by an officer who is instructed
to bring back the two brigades which were sent to establish the con
nection with Crawford last night. I shall keep up my conne(,'tion
with your right, and move with it.

MAY 25, 1864-10 a. m.
General MEADE:

I inclose a sketch· of the position. The enemy has intrenchments
visible on the railroad and on the river. Distance between about
1 mile. The intervening space is filled with skirmishers behind IQgs
a.nd trees. There are cavalry skirmishers along Little River south
and west of us. General Wright is in position facin~ them. All
along my front there is an open space between our skIrmishers. I
send you a sketch. I am goin~ to ask General Wright to develop
his line west across the Little RIver, and then go to the left of my
line, push out a force to flank their skirmishers, and try and push
them back with as little loss as I can. I think the enemy is in force.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

IlEADQUARTEBS SIXTH CORPS,
May 25, 1864-11.15 a. m.

Major-General MEADE:
GENBRAL: I have been along near our pickets of Warren's right

flank-see "house" and "old barn." The enemy are on the other

1:lide of Little River. The Twenty-second Massachusetts was cover
ing as indicated. The river is reported 50 feet wide, muddy, slow,
and apparently rather deep; but Anderson says it is seldom over

-Not found; but see Warren to Meade, 12 m., p. 192.
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·T. LYMAN,
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Volunteer .A.ide-de-Oamp.

one's waist, though the banks are bad. General Wright is· facing
Little River, and his skirmishers just closed to ~he left to connect
with the Twenty-second Massachusetts. This regiment reports
chopping and talking in their front; and across the river from
Anderson's the signal officer reports them carrying rails, but all this
may indicate only a few men.

HEADQUARTERS FIlI'TH ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864-12 m.

Major-General MEADE:
I send you now an exact sketch of developments as far as made. I

have found the intrenchments visible on the left and right, and I in
close a report of General Cutler on the result of his effort, to push on
in the center. My line makes a salient at this point. Sharpshooters are
very active. I have my troops ill two lines, and cover a front reach
ing near to Little River. I cannot extend farther without making
a weak line. I feel satisfied that I should have great difficulty at
best in whipping the enemy in my front. Perhaps if General W nght
were to sena a division across Little River we would be able to
develop the intrenched line farther.

I

I
I
I

"

We can hear wood-chopping south of the river, which just beyond
us bends southward and perhaps forms part of their line. The
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G. K. WARREN,
Mujor-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
May 25, 1864-1.15 p. m.

woods, however, prevent seeing much anywhere. On my right Oen
eral Griffin has got eight guns in an enfilading posItion to the
enemy's skirm,sh line, and will fire pretty soon. To advance my
right carries me over a clear field three-fourths of a mile, with the
enemy intrenched on the other side. General Cutler's report gives
you an idea of the troubl~ in the center, and General Crittenden's
advance last night shows the state of things on my left. Do you
wish anything further done?

Respectfully,

[InclOllUre. )

HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS
May 25, 1864-10.45 ~. m.

General WARREN:

I can't find any way to get at the flank of the enemy's skirmispers
I am of the opimon that there may be a salient near my center' th~
fire at that point is very galling. I have had 2 officers and sOl~e 18
to 20 men killed, and a large number wounded. I have instructed
my pickets to get around as well as they can, and not fire any more
than is absolutely necessary.

L. CUTLER,
Brigadier-General.

(Fll'llt Indol'lllllDeDt.)

General GRANT:
I should judge from the within that, unless Warren attacks not

much more can be done in his front. . ,
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.
[8eoond IndOl'lllllDeDt.l

I do not think any attack should be made until preparations are
made to use our whole force. The best Warren can do now is to
cover his men ~e.ll in th~ir advanced p<?sition, and re8t them all he
can ready for active serVlCe. If you thmk proper to send a division
of Wright's force across Little RIver do so, but I think unless there
is some reason for it that I do not know, it would be better not to
send them over until the cavalry gets around.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

Major-General WAHREN:
I have moved my lines to the left, to connect with Griffin, as I

felt solicitous about that part of our joint position. That angle
~me to me very important. and I suggest that Bartlett's brigade
be brought up in support of that point as soon as it can be spared
from its work of destroying the railroad.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

13 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Ma.y 25, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Your dispatch of 12 m. received. I do not see tha.t you can do

anything more by way of examinations. You may now cover your
men in your advanced position, and let them rest J.>rior to more active
service. I have given the opinion to General WrIght that!could see
nothing to be gained by crosslDg Little River. If, however, you think
anything important can be done brcrossingJ you can direct General
Wright, in my name, to send a dIvision. Will the stream require
bridging, or is it fordable? Can artillery be crossed? I propose, as
soon as Sheridan gets up (expected to-dar)' to send a cavaliy force
around to the right to reconnoiter. It is 0 great importance to know
whether it is worth while for us to stay here and make any other move
ment on the enemy's left flank. I should think with the obstacles of
Little River and another stream beside the South Anna that such a
course is not advisable, but I am not p-repared to positivel:y say so for
want of'information as to the enemy s position beyond LIttle River.
Show this note to Wright, and do what is best after consulting with
him.

Respectfully, yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

MAY 25, 1864-7.30 p. m.

G. K. WARREN;
Major-General.

Major-General MEADE:
I expected to see you as you went over the river, and waited near

Crittenden's division where I was examining the lines for some time.
I then went to see General Wright but he was out making disposi
tions for his encampment. I think it was too late to make any demon
stration across Little River. This stream is fordable in many places,
and.is not much of an obstacle. I think Hill's corps is opposite me
and I would not advise an attack on the position', I cannot under
stand the .obj~ct of his holding this p~intion, which .we. can e!1Sily
turn, but If "hIS men would stand well m an attack It gIves hIm a
great advanta~eof interior position in the present d.isposition of our
forces. As it IS I do not much fear he will concentrate on either wing
of our army. We are tolerably well intrenched already. I lost
about 150 men and 10 or 1;,1, officers to~ay killed and wounded.

Respectfully, yours,

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864.

Major-General WARREN,
. Commanding Fifth Corps
(Through General Wright's Headquarters) :
The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw all your

teams and such of your artillery as is not in position or required for
defense to the north side of the river to-night by the bridge at
Quarles'Mills.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE' POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864-9.55 p. m.
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Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Oorps:

Cross your wagons and surplus artillery to the north side of the
river by Jericho Bridge or Quarles' Bridge, whichever is most con
venient to you, letting Wright use Jericho Bridge first if you con
clude to use it. Get your trains well out of the way and parked
convenient for moving, by way of Carmel Church.

. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Siaff.

MAY 2ti, 1864-1.30 p. m.
General WARREN:

GENERAL: The cavalry under my command are pkketing at
Owen's Ford and all the roads west and south from Tem~rance
Chapel. My left connects with the Sixth Corps at Anderson s cross
ing on Little River. Nothing but cavalry appears in my front across
the river.

Very respectfully,
J. HAMMOND,

Lieutenant-Oolonel Fifth New York Cavalry.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864.

[General W ARBEN :]
GENERAL: My picket-line covers General Cutler's front almost

entirely. I have asked him to relieve it, but he does not do it. I
hope you will order it as my men are exhausted with the constant
duty they have been on. I connect with General Griffin.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.

The enemY' made an attempt yesterday to reach the river. He
advanced and intrenched on our right, and it is at the point where
he is closest that the firing is going on.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864-8.30 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I am connected with Griffin (right of Fifth Corps) and am form

ing my lines nearly parallel to road lying south of and nearly par
allel to railroad. Nothing of enemy discovered so far except cavalry,
and Colonel Hammond's force of cavalry now here has seen nothing
more. I have reg,uested him to send a squadron back to watch tho
ford over Little RIVer on the road which crosses the railroad nearly
in front of the right of General Warren's position of yesterday. -

H. G. WRIGHT,
. Major-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864-11.30 a. m.

Major~General HUMPHREYS:
The dispatch· of the major-general commanding, of 10.30 a. m., is

'received. I have just seen Warren, whose position he has reported,
and I do not see how he can do more without attacking the enemy.
My own line is within a few hu'ndred yards of Little River, with my
skirmish line overlooking it in front of Anderson's, and I do not see
what more I can do without crossing the river. The enemy has
some force on the other side; not large, I think, but he has some
works, as his skirmish-line is covered. My officers report works on
the edge of the woods some 500 yards in rear of his skirmish line and
nearly parallel to the course of the river, and negroes report the same
thing. I might send a division across the Little River and ascertain
what there really is there, but to do so would interfere with the pres
ent disposition of my force and uncover our old position. I do not
advise this unless it is of great importance that the enemy should be
developed i~ that direction. Our pic~ets are firing somewhat. A
negro Just msays the rebels are puttmg up works from here to New
Market bridge on the Little River. Tho two shots just fired were at
a small body of infantry on the other side the river.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Oommanding.

[Indol'll6ment.]

General GRANT:
Do you think it advisable or necessary for General Wright to

cross the Little River?
GEO. G. MEADE.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864.

Major-General WRIGHT:
The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw all your

teams, and such of your artillery as is not in position or required for
defense to the north side of the n vel' to-night oy the bridge at Jericho.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of /3laff.

G. G. M.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864-D.15 a. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
~Major-General,Oommanding.

I am having a telegraph [line] extended to you.

, Major-General BURNSIDE:
Can Potter hold the line from Hancock's right to the river? If so

I would retain Willcox on the north side fronting the enemy and keep
ing up connection between Potter and Crittenden. If Potter cannot
securely fill this gap, that portion of Willcox's division required for
this purpose should be sent over.

Respectfully, yours,

*Not found.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 25, 1864-11 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Is Willcox intrenched in front of Ox Ford? If not he should be

80 as to hold the crossing with a minimum force.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

H~QUARTER8 NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 25, 1864.

Major-General MEADE:
General Willcox is strongly intrenched in front of Ox Ford, with

artillery in position. Major Morton is now laying out additional
rifle-pits near the ford, and I will have changes made, if possible,
with a view to holding the position with a less force. Willcox has
not over 3,000 men for duty.

A. E: BURNSIDE,
Maj01'-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARHY CORPS,
Ox Ford, Va., May 25, 1864.

Lieut. Col. THOMAS WILSON,
Chief Oommi.<t.wurY of Subsistence, Army of the Potomac:

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following statement in
&1lswer to verbal interrogations made by you this p. m. :

The number of men in the corps to be subsisted is 22,199. The
corps is in four divisions. The First Division has three bri~adps.

The Second, Third, and Fourth Divisions have each two brIgades
and all are numerically designated. The names of the commissaries
are given in the list inclosed. The number of wagons assigned to
the several division commissaries for the forwarding of supplies are
as follows: First Division, 30; Second Division, 25; Third Division,
40; Fourth Division, 23. There are in the general corps herd of beef
cattle, 312 head. In the division herds as follows: First Division,
110 head; Second Division, 52 head; Third Division, 75 head; Fourth
Division, 121 head.

There are not now at the front, or in the wagon trains of the
corps any wagons filled with supplies. Yesterday noon twenty-three
wagons of the Fourth Division left near Milford Station for Port
Royal. This morning forty left for the same depot from the Third
Division. .AP. soon as they shall arrive I will notify you. I have
directed generally that the division commissaries, havmg assigned
to them certain numbers of wagons, shall direct the movements of
such trains to and from the depots, and that they shall be looked to
by their commandin~ officers and by the department for a prompt
and complete provisIOning of their several commands. I liave re
quired the presence of the brigade commissaries invariably with the
troopa. The troo~ are rationed upto the 1st day-of June, inclusive.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
E. R. GOODRICH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence.
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List of ojfteers on duty in the subsistence department in the Ninth Army C01'p8.
Stationed In the field. Accountable for funds, stores, and property.

Names. Rank. RegIment. BrIgade. DIvision.

-------1------·1----------1-----
J. JUlltIce . FIrst lieutenant.. 1~~ Penn8ylv~ _ .

John N. KIng . . Captain and com- ..
mlssary of sub-
sistence.

Samuel F_nden F11'11t lieutenant .. 7th Rhode Illland. FIrst B~e .
John H. Varney do 8th New Ramp- Second Brigade.

shire.
John H. Oo8Je Ueutenant- colo- ..

nelo.nd commis-
sary of subailltr
enee.

k. D. John8tOD Captain 2d Mlchigo.n FIrst Brigade .
A.. Jones.......... FIrst lJeutenant .. llOth PenllllYlv~ 8econd Biigade.

nla.
D. S. Tompkins do............. 27th Michigan Headqua rte rs

command.
.Asa Gregory.... . . .. .. . Captain and com- ..

• miBllary of sub
8IlItenee.

E. F. Emory FlrBt lieutenant.. 36th Mall8IIchu- FiI'IIt BriRade.•.
setts.

B. H. Stiles , ..do . 23d U. S. Colored.. Second Brigade.
Parker D. Boyd Captain and com-

miBllaryofsub
lIlstenoe.

W. Hanison French do .

FIrst Division.

Second Division.

Do.
Do.

Tb1rd Division.

Do.
Do.

Do.

Founb Divisioll.

Do.

Do.

HelldquarterB
I.9suJ.DJt com·
mJssary.

Respectfully submitted.
E. R. GOODRICH,

Lieut. Col. and Chief Com. of Sub., 9th Army Corps.
HEADQUARTERS NINTlI ARMY CORPS,

Oa: Ford, Va., May 26, 1864.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

rn.
HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,

May 25, 1864-10.15 a.
Colonel WILSON,

Chief Commissary of Subsistence, Army of the Potomac:
Lieutenant Justice, commissary of the First Division, has a train

load of supplies of some 50,000 rations at a point sorile'g miles from
here, and this side of Milford. These supphes are very necessary to
this command, and I understand Captain Peirce refuses to allow this
train to pass over the road. Can such supplies, with cattre as we
have at or near Milford, be allowed to come up? Colonel Goodrichzchief commissary of subsistence of this corps... is now a.t Port Royal
and cannot report in person. An order has Deen sent to him to re
port at these headquarters.

Very respectfully, yours,

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
In Camp, May 26, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE:
I learned just now that General Warren was very near me. I

have just sent word by Colonel Bankhead, of his staff, that I was to
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

get orc1ers from him, and that though his senior, I would obey him
cheerfully. I do not think that I ought to be placed in this position.
General Ledlie is here to command the division if I should be ord£'red
away. The First Brigade lost about 150 killed and wounded, and
about 300 missing. They behaved gallantly, and are in good spirits
though they suffered so severely,

Very respectfully, your 0 bedient servant,
T. L. CRITTENDEN,

Major-General, Oommamling.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
North Annn River, May 25, 1864.

General T. L. CRITTENDEN:
My DEAR GENERAL: Your note of this morning was received on

the road, and now that I have returned, I hasten to answer. I fully
appreciate your feelings in the matter to which you refer, but under
all the circumstances I would as a friend advise you to remain where
you are. If you wish, I will ask General Grant to relieve you. but
really think It would be a mistake. You know I would not advise
you to do anything that would not, in my opinion, result in good to
you. Please answer by this orderly.

Yours, very truly,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Oamp on Pole Oat Oreek, May 25, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
• Ohief of Staff:

GESERAL: I have the honor to 'notify you that I found my train
at this place; the trains of the army were a short distance in rear.
I therefore went into camp here. One division of my command is
camped on the right flank, one on the left flank of the trains, and the
other in front. About seven-eighths of the horses of the corps are
in good working condition; six-eighths of the above number are ill
as ~ood if not better condition than when I started on my expedition.
ThIS is a minimum estimate. I think that two or three days will
put them all in good oooer. I turned in at Haxall's Landing 341
horses unfit to make the return trip. My total loss in horses will not
exceed 400, including killed in battle and abandoned on the road shot.
But few animals were obtained in the country. My losses in killed
and wounded from the 9th to the 25th of May are as follows, viz:
Total killed, 46. Waunded: Saved, sent to general hospital from
Haxall's Landing and White House, 210; very slight and returned
to duty, 75 ; mortally, left in farm-houses on road, 40 ; badly, and
captured by the enemy, 54; total, 379.· The 210 wounded sent to
general hospital were transported in a captured train of rebel ambu
lances and ordnance wagons and the ordnance wagons of the corps.

The officers and men of the corps are in excellent spirits.
-----:::--=* For revised return of casualties during Sheridan's first expedition, see Part I,

p.184.
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FREDERICKSBURG, VA.,
May 25, 1864-H' p. m.

I have on hand and ready for issue seven days' rations of subsist
ence for the men of the corps and a little less than one day's forage
for the horses. My empty wagons should be permitted to go back
for forage at once.

I would be pleased to call in persoll upon the major-general com
manding if he will grant the permission.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major,-General, Commanding.

P. S.-My total loss in captured by the enemy is between 75 and 80.
. P. H. SHERIDAN,

. Mqjar-General.

FREDERICKSBURG, May 25, 1864.
(Received 11.25 a. m.)

Major-General HALLECK, Chief af Staff:
I have just returned from Belle Plain and Aquia. Everything is

away from Belle Plain. The guard left there this morning for the
new line of telegraph. The wounded and sick are being sent away
rapidly, and I think everything will be away from here to-morrow
morning. The horses for Belle Plain arrived too late, and as there
were no men to send across with them, and no forage to take them to
Port Royal by water, I Bent them back.

. C. C. AUGUR,
Mqjor-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Conway, Va., May 25, 1864-1.30 p. m.

(Reeeived 2.30 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK:

Just arrived. Left Belle Plain, Va., 2.20 on 24th, after arranging
with CaI,>tain Pitkin to have boats for the wounded at Aquia Creek.
Everythmg has been shipped from Belle Plain. A guard and two
~un-boats were left at Aquia and along the railroad until the stock
18 taken off. A sufficient guard has been left on the north side of the
Rappahannock from Pope's Point to Port Royal of cavalry and in
fantry. I sent, while en route to Fredericksburg, one battery and
two squadrons cavalry, all that could be spared. One gun-boat has
gone to Fredericksburg, also three boats for wounded. As no bridge
can be made from here across to Port Royal I am going to raft the
troops across almost immediately. Now are lying here four steam
boats and one gun-boat. One hundred men as provost guard have
arrived. My headquarters here (Port Conway), where the telegraph
line ends. As soon as it is taken over I will go too. A train of
wagons have just arrived from the front and are parked near Port
Royal.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE:
I have your telegram of n.15 :po m. I assume the 80 wounded men

at the Second Corps hospital, III the Wilderness, are the only ones-
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PORT ROYAL, VA., ltfay 25,1864.
(Received 10.39 a. m.)

that it is intended shall be removed, because to receive the 500 at the.
two different hospitals at Parker's Store and Robertson's Tavern,
would demand a very large and mixed force and upward of 200 am
bulances. There are but thirty here now, if I am correct. The
force here I should think sufficient if the Twenty-second New York
Ca.valry were reliable,. Not being so, an additional force of cavaJry
is wanterl. I say cavalry, because to make the trip in one day, whlCh
is most desirable, infantry cannot be sent as the distance back is 32
miles. Dr. Breneman, who has been ont several times, thinks cav
alY alone will do. As the ambulances will have to work till 50'olock
to-morrow morning, it will be impossible to set out till the 26th in
stant.

E. SCHRIVER,
Inspector-General, Commanding.

Major-General HALLECK:
I do not see how I can spare the Eighth Illinois Cavalry detach

ment. The officers are all very well acquaintild with the country,
and they are now taking care of the telegraph communication be
tween this place and Pope's Point, a distance of 14 miles. I would
rather send twice as many of any other troop!'!.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[MAY 25, 1864.-;-For Butler to Stanton (7.30 and 11 a. m.), report
ing attack on post at Wilson's Wharf, see Part II, p. 269.]

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 25-11.30 a. m.

(Via. Fort Monroe. Received 9 a. m. 26th.)
Han. EDWIN M. STANTON,

Secretary of War:
SIR: I most earnestly request that 3,000 Spencer rifles, with

appropriate ammunition, be forwarded to this command. I think
it would be more than equivalent to re-enforcing us with that
number of men. I will only give them to tried and deserving
regiments, and they shall be the prize of gallantry and good be
havior.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
ltfaj01··General.

W ASHINOTON, May 25, 1864-1.26 p. m.
COMHANDING OFFICER,

Point Lookout, Md. :
A regiment! of Veteran Reserves will leave here to-morrow to

relieve the Fifth New Hampshire, which will be sent to Port
Royal, and thence to General Grant's army, in the field.

H. W. HALLECK,
Ma:ior-Gfmeral and Chief of staff.
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M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster- General.

J. G. BARNARD,
Okief Engineer.

FORT MONROE, VA., May 25,1864-2.30 p. ro.
. (Received 4.60 p. ro.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Ohief of Staff :

There is confusion in the command here. No officer of sufficient
rank appears to have command at Fort Monroe, and the quarter
master,Lieutenant-Colonel Biggs, seems to be practically exercis
ing the command. If General Gillmore is withdrawn from Ber
muda Hunclr(ld this fort, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Yorktown, Will
iatnsbur~, Gloucester Point, and their dependencies, would consti
tute a <hstrict, the immediate command of which, subordinate to
General Butler's general command of the department, would fully
occupy him.

R. S. DAVIS,
~Mqjor anel Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 25, 1864-4.10 p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
The general commanding wishes you to send a staff officer to

these headquarters to get the time flere, so that the time through
out the department may agree.

G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General and Ohief of Engineers.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, May 25, 186~

Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE,
Oommanding Tf'uth Oorps:

GENERAL: The general commanding directs that, in addition to
the daily detail for the new redoubt in front of Battery NO.3,
you furnish a detail for work there, this night only, of the same
strength as the daily detail. This has become necessary on ac
count of the damage inHicted by the enemy's sharpshooters.

Very respectfully,

[IndonJement.]

Direct Colonel Serrell to detail 5 engineers, and Turner and
Ames 200 men, to report at 7 p. m. to Lieutenant Parsons. De
tail 100 men from Ames and 100 men from Turner.

GENERAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. 2D DIV., 10TH ARMY CORPS,
No. 12. f In the Field, Va., May 25, 1864.

Hereafter when in c&.mp for over two days brigade commanders
will establish a brigade guard around their respective camps, and
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P. A. DAVIS,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

whether on the march or in camp will detail daily 8r brigad€' field
officer of the day, who will report for instruction to the brigade
commanders and general officer of the day, when one is detailed.
immediately after reaching camp or at sunset. Bri~ade guards will
be mounted just before sunset. Regimental or pohce guards, with
regimental officer of the day, will be continued as heretoforll in each
regiment. The guard will be the minimum number for proper police
and guard of the regiment, but generally when on the march or
maneuverjng in the presence of the enemy, the outpost guard taking
the place of the brigade ~rd, the regimental guard will be
increased, 80 as to insure a VIgilant watch and police. Field officers
of the day, regimental officers of the day, commandants of regi
ments and companies, are particularly referred to the instnlctions
laid down in "Butterfield's Camp and Outpost Duty." commencing
at Article_IX, page 51, and continuing to Article XVI, page 68. It
is expected that these officers will be thoroughly conversant and put
in practice, so far as circumstances will allow, €'verything therein
contained. The general officer of the day will r('port to the general
commanding the division immediately after arriving in camp or an
hour before sunset.

By order of Brig. Gen. J.W. Turner:

ALF. H. TERRY,
Brigadiel'-General.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION. TENTH ARMY CORPS.
Bermuda Hundred, ra., Jfay 25, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. AMES, Commanding Third Dil·ision:
GENERAL: I have just received a report from the officer in com

maud of the pickets of this division that the enemy are at work upon
a new battery near Ware Bottom Church, which is sOllaced as to
enfilade that portion of the picket-line in your front, an would sug
gest that some traverses be thrown up immediately for the protec
tiou of your pickets, as the work was commenced early this morn-
info

have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

HEADQUARTERS,
May 25, 1864.

Major-General SMITH:
There is a picket about a mile down the road that stops all officers,

including our staff, going to the landing. As it is reported that it is
done under your orders, the general commanding wishes me to ask
if it is so, and what are the orders.

R. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

MAY 25, 1864.
General WEITZEL:

Will you please suggest to General Butler to have a staff oft,icer
from each corps report daily at his headquarters for any instructIOns
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that he may have to give daily? I think some 20 or 30 pounder
Parrotta 'should be put in Hinks' fort at once, particularly if the
bridge is ready to be thrown over, as we could then protect them,
and they would completely sweep my left flank across the ravine and
cover any movement in that direction.

• WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

SMITH'S, May 25, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER:

A reconnaissance by Oolonel Dutton, for nearly a mile across the
ravine in front of General Brooks, found not even a cavalry picket.
I have ordflred General Martindale to feel very delicately at daylight
until he comes up to infantry pickets, Perhaps the enemy may be
found in much less force in front of the Tenth Oorps. I have been
hard at work at the bridge across to Port Walthall, and shall be
ready by the time Martindale comes in to throw over any amount of
troops (so far as roadway is concerned) to make an advance, if you
should deem it advisable. I can see nothing of works in my front,
either from Port Walthall or fromOolonel Duncan's position, which
I visited this p. m., for the purpose of finding out if anything was
visible there.

WM. F. SMITH,
MaJor-General.

HEADQUARTERs,
May 25, 1864.

Major-General SMITH:
The commanding general directs that inasmuch as the necessity

that caused the dismounting of Oole's cavalry no longer exists, that
you order the men back to their regiment'to-morrow.

J. W. SHAFFER,
Oolonel and Ohief of Staff.

N. BOWEN.

(Received 9.30 p. m.)MAY 25, 1864.
Oolonel OOLE,

Oity Point, Va,:
You will report with your whole command at your old camp.

Steamer Johnson will be sent for you to-morrow at daylight. You
will have to make several trips.

By command of Major-General Smith:

MAY 25, 1864.
General MARTINDALE,

Oommanding Second Dh'ision:
GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you order a sec

tion of Belger's battery to cover the causeway over the ravine. The
battery will be finished to-morrow. The other flection and Regan's

m
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N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-Ge1U!ral.

battery you will place in position to sweep up the ravine and over the
dam, placing them on the bluff on our left Hank in front of Fort
'Visconsin or that vicinity. Put this artillery in position to-morroW'
morning.

Respectfull¥, &c.,

MAY 25, 1864.

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General MARTINDALE,
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you send out bl
da)"light precisely, two reconnoitering parties to feel tho enemy 8
pickets and find out where they are. One to go on this side of the
ravine in the road to the mill, and the other on the opposite side of the
same ravine toward the same mill. You will send your most intel
ligent officers. Colonel Dutton has just returned and reports no signs
of the enemy. He swept about half or three-fourths of a mile along
the opposite side of the ravine to the road leading to the mill. Please
report as soon as possible the result.

Respectfully, &c.,

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Oity Point, Va., May 25, 1864.

Brig. Gen. E. A. WILD,
Oommanding First Brigade:

GENERAL: I am directed by the general commanding to instruct
you, upon the arrival of Captain Schwartz's squadron of cavalry, to
urder the Thirty-seventh Regiment, U. S. Colored Troops, to report
to Colonel Kiddoo, at Fort Powhatan, and to adopt measures to for
ward all detachments belonging to organizations that do not belong
to your command now at your station to their proper post at once.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SOLON A. CARTER,

Captain and Acting Assi8tant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May 25, 1804.

Hon. E. M. STAboN,
SecretaMj of Wa'r:

Sm: Several officers of the Fifth Rhode Island Artillery have been
to me to state that Colonel Sisson, of that regiment, had induced,
under false representation, several officers to sign a paper, the gen
eral tone of which was to injure me. These papers were all with
drawn by the officers, who express deep regret at the manner in
which they were deceived, and Colonel Sisson has also been to me
to state that he deeply regrets the action he took ill the matter, that
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he did it at a time when he fancied that he had been ill-treated, &c.,
and he desired me to overlook the matter. I conceive, however, that
the person who could meditate the grievous wrong intended to me
is entitled to little of my confidence, and as I had heard that he had
stated that he intended the (withdrawn) statements to be presented to
you, I have thought it proper to make this statement, and to beg of
you to give me copies of any statements that he may have made,
directlr or indirectly, to you in regard to myself.

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Quarles'Mills, Va., May 26, 1864.

Major-General HALLECK,
Washington :

GENERAL: The relative position of the two armies is now as fol
lows: Lee's right rests on a swamp'east of the Richmond and Fred
ericksburg road and south of North Anna, his center on the river at
Ox Ford, and his left on Little River, with the crossings of Little
River guarded as far up as we have gone. Hancock, with his corps
and one division of the Ninth Corps, crossed at Chesterfi.eld Ford,
and covers the right wing of Lee's army. One division of the Ninth
Corps is on the north bank of the Anna at Ox Ford, with bridges
above and below at ]>oints nearest to it, where both banks are held
by us, so that it could re-enforce either wing of our army with egual
facility. The Fifth and Sixth Corps, with one division of the Nmth
Corps, run from the south bank of the Anna from a short distance 
above Ox Ford to Little River and parallel with and near to the en
emy. To make a direct attack from either win~ would cause a
slaughter of our men that even success would not Justify. To turn
the enemy by his right, between the two Annas, is impossible on
account of the swamp upon which his right rests. To turn him by
his left leaves Little RIver, New Found River, and South Anna
River, all of them streams presenting considerable obstacles to the
movement of an army, to be crossed. I have determined, therefore,
to turn the enemy's right by crossing at or llear Hanovertown.
This crosses all these streams at once, and leaves us still where we
can draw supplies. During the night last night the teams and
artillery, not in position, belonging to the right wing of our army,
and one division of that wing were quietly withdrawn to the north
bank of the river and moved down to the rear of the left. As soon
as it is dark this division, with most of the cavalry, will commence
a forced march for Hanovertown to seize and hold the crossing.
The balance of the right wing will withdraw at toe same hour and
follow as rapidly as possible. The left wing will also withdraw
from the south bank of the river to-night and follow in rear of the
right wing. Lee's army is really whipped. The prisoners we now
take show it, and the action of hIS army shows it unmistakably. A
battle with them outside of intrenchments cannot be had. Our men
feel that they have gained the morale over the enemy and attack
with confidence. I may be mistaken, but I feel that our success
over Lee's army is already insured. The promptness and rapidity
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GEORGE G. MEADE,
Major- General.

U. S. G.

with which you have forwarded re-enforcements have contributed
largely to the feeling of confidence inspired in our men and to break
down that of the enemy.

Weare destroyinf all the rails we can on the Central and Fred
ericksburg roads. want to leave a gap in the roads north of Rich
mqnd 80 big that to get a single track they will have to import rails
from elsewhere.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

P. S.-Even if a crossing is not effected at Hanovertown it will
probably be necessary for us to move on down the Pamunkey until
a crossing is effected. I think it advisable, therefore, to change our
base of supplies from Port Royal to the White House. I wish you
would direct this change at once, and also direct Smith to put the
railroad bridge there in condition for crossing troops and artillery,
and leave men to hold it.

U. S. G.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 26, 1864-10.30 a. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
Your instructions of yesterday 12 m. have been sent to General

Butler and General Hunter. I hope to send you some 4,000 or 5,000
re-enforcements to Port Royal to-day and to-morrow. Weare some
what embarrassed for want of water transportation while moving
Smith's command. Nothing recently from Sherman.

. H. W. HALLECK,
Majar-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS .ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-10 a. ID.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
Commanding:

GENERAL: Would it not be well in view of our contemplated
movement to direct General Smith, at the White House, to rel!air
and put in order for the passago of troops tho railroad bridgo at
that point? Also. make sarno arrangements for the transfer of our
depot from Port Royal to that place. I send you a dispatch just
received.

Respectfully,

[Indol'llement.]

I will direct Smith as you suggest to secure us a crossing at the
railroad bridge, White House, and also have our depot moved to
that place.



208 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. O. [CIUP. XLVIII.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THB POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-2 p. m. (Received 11 p. m.)

General M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General U. S. Army:

A further movement will be made to-night. The last of our
wagons will be sent to Port Royal to-morrow to load up with stores
and follow us. That depot should then be abandoned, and sup{llies
sent at once up the Palllunkey. If the draw in the railroad bndge
at White House is not c1osed'up, light-draught vessels can ascend to
points near, if not on, our line of march. They can at least be held
III readiness at White Honse. Captain Pitkin and his assistants now
at Port Royal should have charge. I shall give detailed instructions
to him. The subsistence and medical departments should transfer
to the new depot at the same time.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp near Quarles' MiUs, May 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, '
Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that a train of 450 wagons
left Milford at 12 m. yesterday with wounded for Port Royal, to
return laden with suhsistence and forage. I desire to organize and
start another train of empty wagons for the same point to-morrow
at 8 a. m., and I have to request that the different commands may
be notified, so that the proper officers may be detailed to accompany
the wagon~ to attend to the drawing of such subsistence stores and
supplies of ammunition as may be required. I have also to request
that an escort of 500 cavalry be detailed to accompany this train for
its proper protection, and that the commanding officer be directed to
report to the chief quartermaster at Wright's Tavern.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
RUFUS INGALLS,

Brig. Gen. and Chief Quarterm,aster, Army of the Potomac.

R.I.

, P. S.-If the cavalry train is ordered to leave to-day, the other
trains can also be got ready to follow.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-4.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, ,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Among prisoners just brought in we have a deserter
from the Twenty-sixtli Virginia Battalion, Echols' brigade; left his
command day before yesterday a. m. in camp at Hanover Court
House, where they had just arnved from Hanover Junction. Belongs
to Breckinridge's force. Says they left the valley about the 18th,
took cars at Staunton about the 20th, and got off at Hanover Junc
t.ion. Three brigades in Breckinridge's command, Wharton's, Imbo-
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den's, and Echols'. Two batteries and one regiment of his hrigade
which has always been with Sam. Jones at Greenbrier. Thinks his
bri~ade is about 1,000 strong, the other two about the same. Breck
inrldge is there personally.. Don't know whether anything is left
in the valley or not.

We have also prisoners taken day before yesterday on the skir
mish line from Ewell's corps, which they say is on the right of Long
street, Rodes' division being on the extreme right of their line; on
that part they have two lines of battle. A South Carolina man
returning from furlou~h left Richmond on Monday in a long train
filled with men returnmg to different regiments, but no organized
commands. Before he left Columbia. S. C., about a week ago,
Aiken's brigade of cavalry was ordered to Richmond; one-half
being sent forward with their horses and the others given ten days'
furlou~h to get horses, and to report mounted at Richmolld.

Hespectfully,
G. H. SHARPE,

Colonel, &0.,

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
No. 145. Ma.y 26, 1864-9.15 a. m.

1. Corps and other independent commanders will at once send to
their supply trains for four days' rations, and cause the same to be
issued before to-ni~ht, so that the troops will have to-morrow morn
ing six days'subsIstence on their persons. The supply trains are
near Milford. .

2. A train of empty wagons will leave Milford at 8 a. m. to-morrow
for Port Royal, there to be loaded with supplies for this army:
Corps commanders will detail proper officers to accompany this
train for the purpose of attending to the drawing of such subsist
ence stores and supplies of ammunition as may be required for their
respective commands. The commander of the Cavalry Corps will
detail 500 men as an escort for the train, and the commander of the
detachment will report to the chief quartermaster at Wright's Tav
ern at 8 a. m. to-morrow.

3. The wounded men with this army and such of the seriously
sick as the corps medical directors may specially authorize, will be
sent in the course of to-day to the ~eneral supply train near Milford,
to proceed thence to-morrow morlllng to Port Royal iu the train of
empty wagons already ordered to leave Milford at 8 a. m. to-morrow.
Corps commanders will ,Provide the necessary medical attendance
for their wounded and SIck to be sent, and will cause three days'
rations to be sup,plied, cooked, if possible. It is believed that the
wagons which wIll be emptied to-day by issues of subsistence, will
be sufficient to convey the wounded and sick to be sent, and will be
so employed.. . . ~ . . .

5. The following-mentioned Tegiments, composing tile command
brought to this army by Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood, are assigned
to the Fifth Army Corps, viz. Forty-sixth New York Volunteers,
Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Veteran Volunteers, Purnell Legion
Maryland Volunteers. Ninety-fourth Now York Volunteers, and
Third Delaware Voluuteers. The commandoI' of tho Fifth Corps
will organize a division to bo commanded by General Lockwood,

14 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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and to be composed of the above-mentioned regiments, tho Mary
land regiments now with the Fifth Corps, and any other troops that
the corps commander can assign to the division. Brigadier-General
Lockwood will report to the commander of the Fifth Corps for in
st-ructions. The Oue hundred and eighty-fourth PennSYlvania Vol
unteers, also brought to the army by BrIgadier-General Lockwood,
will join the Second Brigade, Second Division, Second Corps, that
being the command to which it belongs.

6. The commanding general has learned that in some instances
wagons originally set apart for the transportation of ammunition
have been appropriated"to other purposes. This is strictly prohib
ited, and wagons originally designed for ammunition must De used
exclUl~ively for that object, and will be kept loaded to their maxi
mum capacity, although the amount of ammunition thus carried may
exceed the present ammunition allowance. It cannot be foreseen
at what moment the arrival of new troops, or other cause, may call
for all the ammunition that it is possible to carry in the ammuni
tion wagons.

* * * * * * *
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant AdJ'l.dant-General.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjtdant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
, 1~fay 26, 1864-9.15 a. m.

. Corps commanders will at once send to their supply trains for
four days' rations for their respective commands, and cause the same
to be issued before to-night, so that the troops will have to-morrow
morning six days' subsistence on their persons. The supply trains
are near Milford.

By command of Major-General Meade:

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp near Quarles'MiUs, Va., May 26, 1864:..

A train of empty wagons will be made up to-morrow in the vicin
ityof Milford, near Wright's Tavern, to leave that po:nt at 8 a. m.
to-morrow for Port Royal for supplies. All empty wagons of your
command will be sent to the place of rendezvous in time to leave
the point named at the time stated. Such of them as are at the
front, which may be required to c(l.rry sick or wounded to the rear,
will be turned over to the medical director of the corps, with the
proviso, however, that they'be sent to the place of rendezvous to
day. This will be the last opportunity of sending to Port Royal,
and every empty wagon must be made use of. All the loaded
wagons at the frout and with the general supply train will be held
in readiness for a movement on short notice.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac.
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Mny t6, IHfj4-lO a. m.

The following movements are ordered:
1. The Sixth Corps will be withdrawn at dark hy Jericho Brillge.

and follow the route of Russell's division, via Chesterfield Station, to
Hanovertown, taking the rOM nearest tlle Pamunkey River. The
train of the corps will join it at Chesterfield Station.

2. The Fifth CorI,Js will be withdrawn at dark by Quarles' Ford
Bridge, and pass, Via Old Chesterfield, to New Castle l'erry, on the
Pamunkey, below Hanovertown, by roads to be examined to-day by
the engineers, and respecting which further instructionswill be given.
The route of the Fifth Corps will be to the northward and eastward
of the rout.e of the Sixth Corps. The wooden pontoons forming J er
icho Bridge, and as many others as are available, will accompany
the Fifth Corps. Should there be any surplus canvas pontoons with
the cavalry at Hanovertown crossing, they may be obtained for the
use of the Fifth Corps, if required for the bridge at New Castle.

3. Crittenden's division, of the Ninth Corps, will be withdrawn at
dark. The Ninth Corps will hold the fords and crossings from Ox
Ford to Jericho Mills.

4. The Second Corps and Willcox's division, of the Ninth Corps,
will be withdrawn at an hour to be hereafter indicated. The Second
Corps will hold the fords and crossin~sbelow Ox Ford.

5. When the roads taken by the Fifth and Sixth Corps are clear,
the Ninth Corps will follow the Fifth Corps to New Castle Ferry, and
the Second Corps will follow the Sixth Corps to Hanovertown. The
withdrawal of these two corps from the river and their movements.
by the rout.e indicated will be simultaneous. The corps commanders
will act in concert. As soon as it can be done without interfering
with the trains and movements of the Fifth and Sixth Corps, the
trains and surplus artillery of the Ninth and Second Corps will be
moved to the roads these corps will take. All bridges will be
removed when the troops recross to the north bank of the North
Anna.

6. The division of cavalry on the right will hold the various fords
and bridges as they are successively abandoned from Butler's Ford
down and cover the rear of the army.

7. Headquarters will be during the movement on the route of the
Sixth and Second Corps.

s. The supply and other main trains of the army will be moved
to-night by Bowling Green, along the north or east bank of the Mat
tapony to Dunkirk or that vicinity, and thence to Hanoverlown. A
pontoon train will accompany them.

By command of Major-General Meade:

HEADQuARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-12.30 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:

The commanding general desires that you will order such of the
cavalry temporarily with you as you can spare to report to the Cav
alry Corps early this day. The Cavalry Corps is encamped on Pole
Cat Creek, on the road passed over by your corps,-

. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864-7.50 a. m.

General WILLIAMS:
I found accidentally this morning .that my canvas bridge train

was being taken up by order of Major Duane. I telegraphed to the
major last night that I would spare these bridges as fast as the pon
toons came to replace them. I do not think it prudent to take
these bridges up until the others are on the ground, and have there
fore ordered them to remain.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- <1eneral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-8 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Your dispatch of 7.50 a. m. received. The commanding general

directs that one of your bridges be immediately taken up. It is ex
pected that it will soon be replaced by another pontoon bridge, but
meanwhile the general desires you to propeed to make a wooden
bridge. .

S. WILLIAMS,
ASb'istant Aqjutant-General.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864-8.40 a. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: Your rlispatch is received. I will have the bridge

taken up. I did not WIsh my bridges removed without my knowl
edge.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF tHE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-8.45 a. m. (Received 8.50 a. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
Can you withdraw your command with security by daylight P

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQuARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864-9.15 a. m.

General MEADE:
GENERAL: My command has been pushed so close to the enemy

that I doubt whethel" it can safely be WIthdrawn byday. My artillery
is on the front line, and the rain has made the lowlands next the river
very heavy. The main bridge on Telegraph road is in an exposed
poSItion. The ayproaches to the other brld~es I am about having
worked. I coull withdraw a portion of the mfantry ill case of ne-
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WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

cl'S."lity, but the risk would be comridorable. For instance, General
Gibbon has part of his front line about 200 yards from the enemy's
skinnishers, and General Birney's position is in full view of the
enemy.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
]fay 26, 1864--10 & m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Y(Jur telegram of 9.15 a. Iil. will render it necessary you should

withdraw to-night as soon after dark as p,racticable. Burnside will
be directed to withdraw Potter. You will arrange with him as to
the order of withdrawing. Burnside will be directed to hold the
fords from Ox Ford to Jericho Bridge. You will hold them below.
A wooden boat bridge will be thrown in place of the canvas boat
taken away as soon as the wooden boats can be brought up, which
will be before night. Make all your arrangements preparatory to
receiving these orders.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
]fay 26, 1864--12 m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second .Arm.y Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you destroy as far
back as practicable the Fredericksburg railroad, and that you make
such use as you call of the mortars to-day.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.

General WILLIAMS:
General Barlow has been working night and day on the railroad

toward Milford. All the men have been employed that we had tools
for. The musketry fire you may have heard proceeded from Gen
eral Potter advancmg his pickets in order to prevent any imperti
nent curiosity.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

HE'ADQUARTERS 1\.RMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864--3.30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK, .
Commanding Second Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw to-night
in the manner indicated in previous orders, as soon as it can be done
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without attracting the attention of the enemy. The JJickets will be
left as long as practicable consistently with their bemg withdrawn
to this side, the pontoon bridges taken up, and other bridges destroyed
by daylight.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK:
The major-general commanding directs that cor~s commanders

report from time to time their progress in the operatIOns and move
ments ordered for to-night and following. They will report when
their corps have recrossed the river and when they are well on the
routes of march. The commander of the Sixth Corps will report
when the rear of his corps passed Chesterfield Station, and the com
mander of the Fifth Corps when his rear passed Old Chesterfield.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Majar- General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Burnside, Warren, and Wright.)

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
GENERAL: At what hour do you propose to withdraw your skir

mish line?
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 26, 1864-8.30 p. m.

General BURNSIDE:
Not before 2 o'clock. When my troops are across I will let you

know. I have my corps officers at headquarters to designate the
time. I shall picket the river when I do come across. .

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 26,1864-10 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: Our movement has been somewhat delayed by issuing

rations, and by a little fight that Gibbon had this evening in driving
away the enemy's skirmishers, and by delay in constructing a foot
bridge, which it was at last found impossible to effect on account of
the rapidity of the stream, reducing our number of bridges from
four to three. But everything is going on well at this moment.
General Potter's division will be relieved before the others and sent
home.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General, Commanding.
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CIRCt7LAR. ]

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 2li, 1864-1.05 p.. m.

Division commanders must see that the enemy's skirmishers are
kept back at a proper distance. At night-fall to-day the enemy's
line of I!ickets must be in a position well pushed back from our line,
even if It takes an advance of troops to do it. Division commanders
may accomplish this in their own time and way if any change is re
quired.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

(Copy to commanding officer First Division, Ninth Army Corps.)

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864-6 p. m.

Division commanders will collect all intrenching tools in the hands
of their troops or on their lines before dark this evening, have them·
put in the wagons, and see that the wagons are taken along with the
column. Also every commander is requested, if any of the intrench
ments are so constructed on the enemy's side of the river as to bear
upon us, to have them impaired, so that they cannot be used with
advantage against us.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864-7 p. m.

The following movements are ordered for to-night: At dark all
the wagons belonging to the command, except the spring wagons
for headquarters, all the ambulances, except ten for each division,
and all the batteries, except two for each division, will form a
train to move to Chesterfield by the road crossing the railroad in
rear of the left of the line held· by the command before ~'oss

ing the river. At 8.30 p. m. each division commander will com
mence the withrawal of his command, including two batteries to
be assigned by' the chief of artillery. The Second Division and
its artillery WIll withdraw by the lower pontoon bridge; the First
Division by the foot bridge just above, its artillery crossing the pon
toon bridge; the Third Division with its artillery will withdraw
by the upper pontoon bridge. Each division will mass, after its
crossing, in a position to be indicated by a staff officer from these
headquarters.

The order of march will be as follows: Second Division, First
Division, Third Division, Fourth Division. The regiments of
heavy artillery now attached to other divisions will remain with
them during the march. The two regiments now on this side
of the river will hold the rifle-pits opposite the wooden bridge
until the command moves, when they will form the rear guard.
The hour of march for the Second Division after the crossing will
be indicated hereafter. The pickets will be withdrawn under the
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CIRCULAR.]

direction of the corps officer of the day, to Whft'lll llivision officers
of the day will report, those of tho Fir::!t and Second Divisions
crossing the foot bridge helow the railroad, and those of the other
divisions by the bridge over the Telegraph road.

General Barlow will cover the withdrawal of the lower pontoon
bridge and General Birney that of the upper one. As soon as
these bridges are withdrawn, they will join the train on the Ches
terfield road, which will proceed to Chesterfield under the direction
of Lieutenant-Colonel Batchelder and follow in rear of the Sixth
Corps from that point. General Barlow will take effective meas
ures for the destruction of the lower foot bridge when the pickets
have crossed, and General Birney the same for the bridge on the
Telegraph road. Each division commander will be responsible for
the preservation of his own bridge until his command has passed
the river. General Birney will relieve General Potter's hne as
General Potter vacates it~ in order to cover the Telegraph road until
his own division is witharawn, and General Potter will repoI:t to
General Burnside. His pickets will remain until relieved by order
of the corps officer of the day.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
WM. R. DRIVER,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 26, 1864:-8.30 p. m.

The following change in the order for recrossing the river is
rendered necessary by the rise in the river: Two brigades of the
First Division are to follow the Second across the lower pontoon
bridge, two brigades of the First Division to precede the Third Di
vision across the upper bridge, these brigades to join and mass with
those crossing the lower bridge. The pickets of the First and Second
Divisions will cross on the lower pontoon bridge. Only the upper
pontoon bridge will be taken up before the pickets are withdrawn.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

•
CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,

May 26,1864-8.30 p. m.
Division commanders will notify these headquarters frequently

and with great dispatch of their pro~ress in crossing their divisions,
and will report when the last of tlwir commands have crossed. The
first point is to cross the river and get the troops on the high ground,
massed, and to be :r.articular to protect the bridges until they are
taken up. The artIllery of divisions might proceed at once to cer
tain points designated by division commanders, and if there is any
difficulty in crossing, had better mass at points behind the left of
their old positions, as it is not probable that we shall move away
from these positions before daylight. Fires should be lighted and
kept up on both ends, and at the approaches of all the bridges.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
WM. R. DRIVER,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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JOHN GIBBON,
MajCYT'-General of Voluntee1's, Oomdg. Division.

---------"---- *Not found.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQU ARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.

Until the different commands have crossed the river, division
commanders are requested to make their headquarters near the
bridges they are to cross.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Oolonel and Chi-ef of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
May 26, 1864-2 p. m. (Receive<l3.10 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Oommanding Seeond Oorps:

GESERAL: I have the honor to state in answer to your communi
cation of this date that I have as large a force employed on the rail
road as we have tools for. They are destroying the ties by burning
and are bending the rails. Weare pushing the work as far toward
Milford Station as possible. I have worked day and night since the
order was received yesterday. My pickets are advanced sufficiently.
to enable my line to withdraw or move to-night without being seen
and I will have a strong enough force on the picket-line to check ani
impertment curiosity of the enemy. In regard to Colonel Brooke s
application to Colonel Smith about rations,.I have the honor to state
that it was entirely without warrant and shall not again occur.

I have the honor to be, general, re!jJ>ectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-General, Oommanding.

P. S.-1 have the honor to inclose the statement* of Colonel
Brooke, from which it appears that he did not send an officer to
Colonel Smith for the purpose within indicated.

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Oommanding Division..

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 26, 1864.

Lient. Col. F. A. WALKER.
AsS'istant Adjutant-General:

SIR: In reply to note from corps headquarters of last evening, I
have the honor to report that the cavalry made no discoveries at all.
They went but a short distance beyond our picket-line, when they
were fi red upon by the enemy from the breast-work opposite the left
of our line, when they returned.

Respectfully,
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
Nay 26, 1864-12.45 a. m.

[Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER?:]
COLONEL: I reported in regard to the cavalry that they had made

no discoveries. They can be dispensed with, and I have directed the
commander to report to headquarters with his command at once.

Respectfully, .
JOHN GIBBON,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 26, 1864-4.15 p. m.

General BIRNEY:
The general wishes to know the cause of that firing.
. TAYLOR,

Captain and Signal Officer.

GENERAL BIRNEY'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1864-4.15 p. m.

General HANCOCK:
The cause of the firing is our pickets advancing on General Pot

ter's line.
BIRNEY,

General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864-5 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say that
if your bridge requires any rifle-pits to protect a recrossing, he de
sires that you will look into the matter. He also desires that you
will take such action as will prepare boughs, as you suggested, for
the upper bridge, to be put on after dark, in order to facilitate the
quiet movement of General Potter's infantry, should he cross at that
bridge. That bridge will be destroyed behind us. The pickets will
be relieved by the corps officers of the day in time to get them
across the river by daylight. Orders will issue before night con
cerning the movement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

P. S.-The destruction of the upper bridge should be the last
thing-if possible delayed till near daylight.



Clup. XLVID.] CORRF..8PONDENCE, ETC.-UNION. 219

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
.May 26, 1864. (Received 6.30 a. m.)

Major-General WARREN:
A division of cavalry is ordered to make a demonstration upon

the enemy's left flank on Little River to-day, crossing at Butler's
Ford.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Copy to Wright and Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The May and June rainy season has, I believe, begun, and we

must take it into account in our future plans. I have with me the
records of three previous years' campaign. The first at Fort Mon
roe, under General Butler. It began then June 3, and lasted all
through July. The rains were heavier than I have seen. per
fectly flooding the level country, The second on the Chicks
hommy. This spring was a very rainy one, but the heavy period
ical summer showers set in in earnest about May 25 i streams all
flooded May 26 and 27' Chickahominy a perfect lake on June
2, resulting in a fatal delay in our movements. Rains ceased
about June 10, I believe, to annoy us. The third, campaign of Get
tysburg. Heavl rains began later in that latitude. At their height
at the time of ee's retreat. Potomac impassahle, canal broken,
railroad washed away between Washington and Baltimore. I have
no doubt past records will show that these rains are as certain as
the tides. Much should be allowed for them now.

The information General Meade had that the enemy attacked Crit.
tenden was all wrong. He attacked them with one brigade, and with
most gratifying success, till he ran against the enemy's intrench
ments. The map issued from the Engineer Department is so erro
neous as to give a most incorrect idea of the enemy's position. I
inclose you a sketch* which is correct, [showing] the side of the
enemy's lines, and has the position of the Chesterfield bridge and
Fredericksburg railroad correct, as taken from Paine's sketch. From
it the enemy's front on the river is not very salient.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
][ay 26, 1864.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMa,
Assistant Adjutant-Genera1, Army of the Potorrure:

Major-General Warren directs me to inform you that it will be 6
p. m. before the supply train can reach here so as to issue rations to
the troops.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. M. MORGAN,

Captain and Assistant Adjlltallf.Gr'neral.
------------=---* Not found.
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIF'l'H ARMY CORPS,
..."l1ay 26, 1864-12 m.

General HUMPHREYS:
I had word sent to you that our train, which would issue supplies,

might not reach here in time. Of course, every effort will be made
to comply, but if the wagons should fail to reach in time, they will
probably be much in the way of the proposed movement of troops.
I see the Sixth Corps is ordered to Hanovertown. When I was there
in 1862 there was not a house at the place, and only a fe~·y. At
Mrs. Hundley's was a good brid~e, which I then destroyed. Crump's
Swamp should be creek; there IS no swamp there that I know of.
I send you a map that Major Duane sent me, with the topography
near Hanovertown indicated.

The tracing I sent ;rem is the only correct one I can make of it or
this vicinity, as it IS too erroneous to admit of anything being
changed satisfactorily. I tried it. I think the enemy's infantry
will beat us in reaching the place you have indicated to General
Wright and myself to cross tlie Pamunkey. General Wright will
have a march of not less than 30 miles I think. The enemy will be
able to make the distance from the Junction to Old Church in one
march. I marched from Hanover Court-House to Ashland and
back to the Court-House, and from the Court-House to Old Church,
from 6 a. m. to 12 p. m.

Respectfully,

MAY 26, 1864.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS:
I am instructed by the commanding general to say that if your

train with the four days' rations, ordered to be issued to-day, is at
'alllate in coming up, you can have it halted at such point on this
side of the river as you may designate, and issue the rations when
your corps reaches said point.

Very respectfully, &c.,

.
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

]fay 26, 1864-1.30 p. m.
Major-General WARREN:

The major-general commanding desires to know if the train of
your corps, ordered to cross to the north sine of the river last night,
as well as the surplus artillery, have crossed yet.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

MAY 26, 1864.
General HUMPHREYS:

• My trains I believe have all been over for some time. General
Wright's did not all get across till daylight, and then the damaging
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of the bridge delayed us. How long am I to l£'avo my bridge at
Jericho Ford down? Will the cavalry want it? I suppose not if
the other bridges are not washed away. I think the l'amunkey is
abont 150 feet wide at Mrs. Hundley's and Hanover Ferry, and J>rob
ably the same at New Castle Ferry. The stream .is deep, and flows
through a wide bottom, which, however, is quite high above tho
stream.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

.
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

May 26, 1864.
Major-General WARREN:

The Fifth Corps will be withdrawn at dark by Quarles' Ford
bridge and pass via Old Chesterfield, &c. The order indicatin~

route, &c., Will be sent you immediately. General Burnside is d1
rected to withdraw Crittenden's division at the same time, after con
sultation with you.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864.

Major-General W AHREN,
Commanding Fifth Army Corps:

Should the rise of the river remove the bridge at Quarles' Ford
the withdrawal of the troops of the right wing to-night will be
made at Jericho Mills bridge and in the following order: The Sixth
Corps will cross first; the Fifth Corps will follow the Sixth Corps;
Crittenden's division will follow the Fifth Corps. In the contin
gency contemplated Major-General Warren will direct tho crossing.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Wright and Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOIlAC,
May 26, 1864-3.46 p. m.

Major-General W AHREN,
Cowlmanding Fifth Corps:

Your pontoon bridge at Jericho Mills will be taken up as soon as
your troops cr088. The cavalry will not use it in recrossing. You
will leave your pickets out as long as practicable consistently with
their bein~ able to join your rf'~r guard on the march. General
Hancock 18 directed to withdraw to-night as soon as he can do so
withont attracting the attent.ion of the enemy, aud to leave his
pickets as long as practicable consistently with their being with
drawn; the pontoon bridges taken up, and tho other bridges de
stroyed by daylight. General Burnside is directed to withdraw
his two divisions to this 8icle, in the manner indicated in previous
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•
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

May 26, 1864-6.40 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
May 26, 1864-7.25 p. m.

orders, as soon as it can be done without attracting the' attention
of the enemy, and to withdraw the pickets of the two divisions at
the same time as the pickets of the troops they are connected with
are withdrawn. He is directed to destroy the bridge at Quarles'
Mills, and others .of similar kind on his front as soon as the troops
are over.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

General WARREN:
The commanding general instructs me to say that you will with

dra.w after the Sixth Corps. The Sixth Corps will have precedence
over the Fifth in bridges and roads. There is a double road from
Mount Carmel Church to Old Chesterfield. At the la.tter point the
routes of the Fifth and Sixth Corps diverge. It was expected that
the engineer parties would return In time to furnish details of the
routes farther on before the Fifth Corps had fairly started. Let
me know if you must use the bridge at Quarles' Mills. General
Burnside says that he shall not use it. If you do not want to use
it, send a party down to destroy it before you leave. If you use it,
destroy it when you have done with it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

General HUMPHREYS:
I want to use the Quarles Bridge for my corps and have it left

till the pickets cross. I have directed them to remain till 1 a. m. I
shall dll"ect them to destroy it. I shall take up the bridge at
Jericho as soon as the Sixth Corps crosses over. I shall let the
Sixth Corps pass me while I am issuing rations, so that I shall be

. behind them at Carmel Church.
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH .ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864-11.35 p. IU.

Major-General WARREN,
Oommanding Fifth Oorps:

I had already informed the engineer at the bridge that it could be
taken u~ after my mounted provost guard had crossed. My pickets
an the rIght are to be withdrawn at 12 p. m., and assembled as re
Ilerves to those connected with yours, and all to come over together
by the Quarles Bridge at 1 a. m.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.
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GENERAL ORDERS, 1 HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
No. -. f May 2ti, 1H64.

This command will move to-night at dark (tho exact hour to be
designated hereafter), crossing the North Anna at Quarles' Ford
bridge in the following order: First, the First Division, Brigadier
General Griffin; second, Artillery Brigade, Colonel Wainwright

i
·

third, Fourth Division with Maryland Brigade, Brigadier-Genera.
Cutler; fonrth, Third Division. Brigadier-General Crawford. The
wagon trains will follow the Third Division. After crossing the
river, the Heavy Artillery Brigade, Colonel Kitching, will move at
the head of the column. An officer from each division will report
at these headquarters at 6.30 p. m. for instructions in regard to the
withdrawing of the pickets. Particular attention will be ~iven by
division commanders that their commands are kept well 1Il hand,
that no straggling is permitted, especially in the withdrawing of the
troops from their present position.

By command of Major-General Warren:
S. M. MORGAN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS,
May 26, 1864-11.30 a. m.

General GRIFFIN:
I have ordered my three left brigades to watch carefully any as

sault which may be made upon you, and to r've what assistance
may be necessary with my second line, and, i necessary, with my
whole force. I am holding their picket-line upon my center in
wholesome restraint. My whole line is a mere shell.

Yours, respectfully,
THOS. H. NEILL.

Brigadier-General, Comdg. Second Division, SiJih C.orps.

C. B. MERVINE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
May 26, 1864-11.45 a. m.

General GRIFFIN:
GENERAL: A staff officer from General Wheaton reports his sec

ond line in readiness to support you in case you are pressed in front.
It is the Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania, 330 muskets, and Sixty-second
Now York, 140.

Very respectfully,

MAY 26, 1864.
General GRIFFIN:

Begin to withdraw by way of Quarles' Mills as soon as you can do
it without being observed by the enemy and take your batteries with
you to join the othpl's at, that place. When you reach the point A
you will probu' .~~. null the SiJcth Corps passing. Halt there and
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G; K. WARREN,
MaJor-General.

mass your troops close together, so that if the commissary trains
get uP. you ?an issue rations before starting and while the Sixth
Corps IS passmg.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
J-llay 26, 1864-8.10 a.. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
As soon as the trains of the corps have crossed the North Anna, I

pro]>ose withdrawin~ the trooJls from Warren's old intrenchments
and placing [them] III the posItion on my right vacated by Russell.
Is the bridge at Jericho Mills to be maintained, and does the major
general commanding desire me to guard it ?

H. G. WRIGHT,
MaJor-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
~{(lY 26, 1864-8.15 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I would suggest that a small force of cavalry, say one or two

Hquadrous, be assigned to General Russell for his march to-night;



C1u.P. XLVIii.] COURF.8PONDENOF.., ETC.-UNION. 225

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

also that guides be furnished him, he not knowing the road, and it
may not be in his power to procure them on the march. At last
report, 6.15 a. m., the trains were nearly all over, arid Russell has
moved a part of his command.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-9 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

Your dispatches received. The bridge at Jericho is to be used by
you in withdrawing, and you will guard it until you have orossed.
The dem.onstration of the division of cavalry on our right to-day
will adm.it of a diminution of the guard. A show of troops should
be made in the placo vacated by Russell.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General tmd Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-9 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

The name Chesterfield Station is printed in the wrong place on
t.he recent maps. It is about 3i miles north of the river, and about
2 Uliles from Carmel Church. Take the road that crosses the Tele
~ph roan at Carmel Church and passes through Old Chesterfield
LCourt]-House.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May ~6, 1864. (Received 9.45 a. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
A negro, belonging to Mr. Ben. Lowry, has just been brought in

who Wa.8 at Hanover Court-House day before yesterdal' at Hanover
Junction yesterday, and crossed Little River at Cooke s Ford, about
half a mile above Owen's, last night. He says there was only cav
alry at the Court-House, but that Lee's army was at the Junction,
and that his lines extended from the Junction to New Market
Bridge i that Breckinridge, with his force, went down the country
day before yesterday from the Junction, but he could not learn
where.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

15 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT In
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
May 26, 1864.

Major-General WRIGHT.
OommrLnding Si.J.:th Corp8:

Have your trains parked at Chesterfield Station, on the south side
of the road, so as not to interfere with the passage of the Fifth
Corps, which will move all the north side of the Sixth Corps, and
take the route farthest from the Pamunkey River.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major.General and Ohief of Staff.·

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-12 m.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs t.hat you continue destroy
ing the Virginia Central Railroad as far as you can during to-day.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
lJlay 26, 1864.

The oorps will move at dark to Hanovertown, on the Pamunkey,
via Jericho Bridge and Chesterfield Station, following the route of
Russell's division, taking the road nearest the Pamunkey River.
Order of march: First, Third Division; second, artillery; third,
Second Division. Upon reaching Chesterfield Station' the trains of
the corps will follow the troops, General Neill detailing one bdgade
to follow the trains as a rear guard. One battery will report to
General Neill to accompany the real' guard. The pickets will be
withdrawn by the general officer of the day one hour after the
troops have crossed the river. .

By command of Major-General Wright:
C. H. WHITTELSEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

A. E. BURNSIDE.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
lJlay 26, 1864.

Major-General MEADE:
In my dispatch of last night I stated that Willcox's division was

but 3,000 strong, which was a mistake; it is something over 3,500.
I hope to send you a field return to-day.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-10 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Make your arrangements for withdrawing" Crittenden and Potter

to-night, the former in consultation with Warren; the latter with
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Hancock. After withdraw.ing you must arrallgp your corps so
as to hold the fords and crossing places from Ox Ford to J eriC'ho
Bridge. Perhaps Hancock will be able to hold Ox Ford and leave
the upper crossings only to you; of this I will more full~ advise you.

GEO. G. MEADE,.
Majo'r-Geneml, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 18(j~1O.30 a. m:

Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE, Comdg. Army 'of the Potomac:
GENERAL: Your dispatch is received and will reC'~ive attention.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
llfajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
.May 26, 186-1-10.30 a. m.

Colonel WILSON,
Chief Commissary, Army of the Potomac:

With the supplies issued this morning this corps is rationed to
the morning of the 31st with bread, sugar, cotfee, and l'alt, and
some seven or eight days' fresh beef. We have no more rations at
Milford at this time, and unless yOll have a gelwral supply train
there to issue from, I shall direct that the small rations now on
hand be made to la."lt until the morning of the 2d, and will issue an
extra amount of beef, if necessary. Have you a general supply
train at Milford?

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Cominanding Ninth Army Corps:

No extra traD1~portation is furnished this army for subsistence
stores beyond what the corps have. We have had always to
depend upon sending the wagons back to the clopot for supplIes as
soon as they are emptied, and this is to be dono with these wagons
which to-day are i8~Ued from to bring the supplies up to Juno 1.
Colonel Goodrich informed me yesterday that these wagons had
gone to Port Royal from the Ninth Corps, which, from the number,
will bring back about three days. The wagons emptied by your
corps last night can, of course, bring up the same number of days'
rations from Port Royal that they issued, viz, five days.

THOMAS WILSON,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Ohief Commissary of Subsistence.

HEADQUARTERS,
~fay 26, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel GOODRICH,
Chief Oommissary of Snbsi.'1tence, NinthCor}J.'I:

After the wagons ordered up last evening are emptied, please
cause them to return at once. A train is to leave to-morrow for
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THOMAS WILSON,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Chief Commissary of Subsistence.

Port Royal. Cause a commissary from each of your divisions to
accompany it and to fill all the wagons they can possibly secure for
the Nmth Corps with hard bread, coffee, sugar, and salt. Great
enm'gy will be necessary to keep the supplies up. Did you send any
commissary.with the sixty-one wagons you spoke about? Please
acknowledge receipt.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864-3.45 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw your
two divisions to-night in the manner indicated in previous communi
cations as soon as it can be done withod attracting the attention of
the enemy. The pickets of these divisions will be withdrawn at the
same time as those of the troops they are connected with. General
Warren is directed to leave his pickets as long as practicable, consis
tently with their being able to join his rear guard on the march.
General Hancock is directed to leave his pickets as long as practi
cable, consistently with their being withdrawn to this side; tlie pon
toon bridges taken up, and the other bridges destroyed by daylight.
After the troops are over you will destroy the bridge at Quarles'
Mills and such other bridges of similar kind on_y"our front.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26,1864-6.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Can Warren be instructed to take up the bridge at Quarles' Mills?

We have no troops crossing at that point. I believe lie understands
that he is to take it up, but am not certain.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

MAY 26,1864-7.30 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE:

Your dispatch is received. Warren will destroy the bridge at
Quarles'. General Hancock moves to a point directly across to a
point beyond Chesterfield Station on the route he is to take. He
does not pass through Carmel Church or Chesterfield Station.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
On North Anna Ri'ver, May 26, 1864.

The commanding general directs that all the divisions of this com
mand be ready to start at a moment's notice in the following order: .

~.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.

MAY 26, 1864.

S. F. BARSTOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

First, General Crittenden; l'econd, General Willcox; third. Gen
eral Potter. All trains, caisRons, ahd battery wagons will be sent
at once to Mount Carmel Church, and there parked to await further
orders. On the march they will precl'de the troops and be accom
panied by sufficient guards and pioneers to avoid any delay in their
movement. These guards should be under charge of energetic offi
cers, who will make the men seize upon any wagon that may be
stuck and lift them out. Major Morton will post General Critten
den's command, where it will await orders to start. One of his bat"
terie& will be posted with his command and the other will accompany
General Willcox.

By command of Maior-Gener~lBurnside:
EDWARD M. NEILL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General CRITTENDEN:
GENERAL: The general commanding desires that you take partic

ular care that the bridge be thorou~hly destroyed after your troops
have crossed. The Provisional BrIgade will remain opposite your
gresent position; General Ledlie's brigade at Quarles' Ford, and the
~econd Brigade at Jericho Ford. A section of Captain Wright's
battery will go to Quarles' Ford and a section to Jericho Ford. Ma
jor Morton will place them. Plea.<;e make your headquarters with
Colouel Marshall's bri~ade and le~ your aides make themselves
thoroughlyaquainted WIth the position of the other brigades, so that
orders may be communicated to them rapidly as to the time for
leaving.

By command of Major-General Burnside:
D. R. LARNED,

Oaptain and Assistant Adjutant-General.
These headquarters will be in the old position for the present.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Oolored Dit'ision:

The major-general commanding has heard with indignation of the
gross outrages perpetrated by stragglers from this army upon the
helpless inhabitants of the country. You will use every effort to
put a stop to such acts, and are fully authorized and will be ex
pected to have shot upon the spot all actors, aiders, and abettors in
such infamy. . .

Very respectfully,

MAY 26, 1864-10.10 a. m.
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS:

The commanding general directs that you detail a detachment of
500 men, to be made up of mounted and dismounted cavalry, and
order the commander of the detachment to report to the chief

··~:"I~ .
--~~.
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant A djutant- General.

quartermaster at Wright's Tavern at 8 a. m. to-morrow, to escort a
supply train to and from Port Royal. The commanding general
directs that you detach as many dismounted men as are available
for the purpose for the duty of guarding the general supply trains
for the army; and he wishes you to place an efficient officer in charge
of this detachment. The general supply trains are now neal' Wright's
Tavern.

Very respectfully, &c.,

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
May 26, 1864.

The command will move at 11 this a. m. Each trooper will be
supplied with three days' rations from this evening. Whatever
forage may be in the division supply train will be given to thebri
gades, and will be carried upon the horses. All horses absolutely
unserviceable will be sent to the wagon train, as also all dismounted
men sent to report to the dismounted battalion.

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg:
H. C. WEIR,

As.'listant Aqjut(l;nt-General.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
, May 26, 1864.

The Second Cavalry Division will march at 11 this a. m. Order
of march: First Brigade, Brig. Gen. H. E. Davies; second, wagons
and ambulances, ordnance; third, Second Brigaae, Col. J. Irvin
Gregg.

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg:
H. C. WEIR,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that the Thir
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, on joining your division, be dismount
ed, and its horses turned over to the dismounted veterans of your
command.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. KINGSBURY, JR.,

Assistant Aqjutant-Geneml.

HDQRS. THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Owen's Ford, on Little River, May 26, 1864-5 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potornac:

GENERAL: Arriving here, the crossing recommended by General
Wright, I found the river so swollen by the recent rains as to ren-

• -.;...
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tIer tlw forus impassahle. ThiH ford is llel1y-llcl'p, with tilA hank 3
feet high at ordinary stagf'H. The banks arc now overflowl'll :1 fpet
at least, so that the stream ii'! probahlv ';' or H fept lip!:'p. and (ill feet
wide. A rebel cavalry picket of the Tenth and Elpventh Vil'~inia
is in sight just beyond. Colonel Hammond, of the Fifth New I ork,
and the officer in command of bis pickets, tell me that there is no
place within 10 miles of this at whIch the river can he crossed with
out swimming. I shall examine myself, and endeavor to find a cross·
ing. In case I shonld find this impracticable what shall I do?
Please send me instructions at once. The existence of bridges is
still in doubt. None is known within 10 miles up the stream.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY DIVISION, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Cooke's Ford, :May 26, 1864-9 p. In,

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Shiff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Your note of H.50 p. m.· iH received. I have exam·
ined this ford, and questioned CItizens, from which I am satisfied
th!l't Little ~iver, in Its pres~nt sUl:ge, is nowhere fOl'dabl~ within 10
mIles of thIS Jilace. Thero IS a brIdge, or was 0111). standmg several
days ago at Coleman's, 8 miles above. I have sent a. patrol on that
road in that direction, and made a show of croRsing here and at
Owen's. I can make a foot bridge in an hour upon which I shall
send across one squadron. The enemy's cavalry picket did not at
tempt any resistance to my skirmishers. My engineer officer reports
Butler's Bridge in good condition. I shall, therefore, recross the
North Anna there about midnight. The pontoon train I shall send
back at once to report to chief engineer at Chesterfield. I shall camp
for a few hours somewhere between Jericho and Butler's Bridge,
but, having permanent communication, shall not withdraw my cav
alry pickets from the line of the Little River till J1£'arly daylight.
My headquarters will be somewhere on the road to Butler's Bridge
till 5 a. m.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Near Cooke's Ford, :May 26, 186-1-10 p. m.

- (Received 12 p. m.)
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

ChUj of Staff, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the squadron of my

command thrown across the Little RIver over a little foot bridge at
Cooke's Ford has advanced about three-fourths of a mile on the other
side, to the point where the enemy's pickets were posted at our first

* Not found.
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ENGINEER DEPOT,
Washington, May 26, 1864.

approach, without meeting any of the enemy's forces, or noticing
any signs of them. Their pickets were undoubtedly witlldraWll at
the commencement of the demonstration of my command.

Very respectfully,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

P. S.~The patrol sent out on the road toward Coleman's Bridge
(Gordonsville road) has ju':!t returned without seeing anything of
the enemy. They heard that a small party of about 20 of the enemy's
cavalry crossed the Little River to-day, and made their way toward
Trinity Church, 2t miles from this point.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864. (Received 8.30 p. m. 27th.)

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM,
Navy-Yard:

The comroanding general directs that you proceed to Fortress
Monroe, Va., with all the bridging material at Jour command, and
hold yourself in readiness to proceed up the James River with th~
same at very short notice.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Ass1".<1tant Adjutant-General.

Capt. C. CLA),P,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

On Tuesday, 17th inst~llt, I received orders at 12 m. to fit out and
hold in readmess for Belle Plain a train of twenty-four pontoonstwith material for bridge. Soon after (say about 3 p. ro.) receivea
verbal orders at En~ineerDepot to fit out a train of forty boats and
material for Harper s Ferry. The train for Belle Plain was sent 10
a. m. 18th, pursuant to order to forward received at 7 a. roo 18th.
Train for Harper's Ferry left at 3.15 p. m. 18th instant, in charge of
Captain Clarke and 40 men, of First District of Columbia Volunteers.
WIthin order for this last train was only received by roail on the
19th instant.

WM. H. PETTES,
Colonel F1ftieth New York Engineers, Comdg. Eng. Depot.

WASHINGTON, l}fay 26, 1864-1..10 p. roo
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,

Port Royal, Va.:
You can temporarily detain detachment of Eighth TIlinOls Cav

alry. The regIment must, however, be reunited as soon as possible.
H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General und Chief of St.aff.
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POINT LoOKOUT, May 26, 1864.
(Received 11.25 a. m.)

HEADQLARTERS.
Port Royal. May 26, 1864.

Col. E. SCHRIVER:
I have Just received your telegram. Send word whom you leave

in command.
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Brigallier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, Va., May 26, 1864.

Col. E. SCHRIVER,
OO'fflmanding Forces, &e., Fredericksburg, Va.:

I send you to-day 200 infantry under command Captain Blunt,
regular army, and 300 cavalry under Colonel Cesnola, for the pur
pose of securing the wounded and getting them into Fredericksburg.
Have you any forage and commissary stores in Fredericksburg to
supply these troops? Acknowledge this and answer immediately.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

I have received no further report of deserters from the Army of
the Potomac. My cavalry is scouring Charles and Saint Mary's
Counties. I last night detained Lieutenant-Colonel Cross, Fifth
New Hampshire Volunteers, who was ordered to report to Major.
General Smith for duty. He is in arrest, and has resigned under
chargee. Please instruct me whether he shall go with the rel{iment
to Port Royal, or report to General Smith. The Veteran Reserve
&giment IS near the wharf. The Fifth New Hampshire will em
bark directly.

A. G. DRAPER,
C0701lel, Commanding.

WASHINGTON, May 26, 1864-7 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER:

A short time ago Thomas Webster. esq., chairman of the Phila
delphia committee for recruiting colored troops, brought to this
department a colored man whom he introduced as the Rev. Mr.
U nderdue, of Philadelphia, stating that he was well known in Phil·
adelphia, bore a good character, had rendered much service in
recruiting colored troops, and was supposed to be able to render you
valuable service in communicating with colored people. Impressed
by his representations I ~ave Underdue a pass and a letter to you ex
plaining the object of hIS visit and Mr. Webster's statements. Two
day.s ago Mr. Webster informed me that Underdue was arrested by
your provost-marshal and held ill custody as a spy. He is much

r
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grieved about the matter, iR sure of Underdue's innocence, and fears
t.he case has never como to your knowledge. I bog to call the case
to your attention and that you will fa.vor me with the facts, so as to
reheve Mr. Webster and the committee, who are deeply interested
about the trouble they have occasioned to Underdue, who was
induced by their persuasion to go to vou.

o EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

WASHINGTON, May 26,1864-10 a. m.
Major-General BUTLER,

Be~uda Hundred, Va.:
General Grant directs that you retain no more troops than may

be necessary to hold the James River to City Point, acting
solely on the defensive, and send all else to White House, on the
Pamunkey, to land on the north side and join the Arml of the
Potomae. This column will be placed under command 0 Major
General Smith. One or two field batteries and a regiment of cav
alry will .. go with it, to cover the landing. General Gillmore or
General Weitzel should be placed in the immediate command of
your defensive position on the James, as they are familiar with
defensive works. General Grant, at noon yeRterday, was between
the two Annas, and the enemy seemed dispo::Jed to dispute his farther

,advance. Some irregularities in the command at Fort Monroe-and
Norfolk are reported, the correction of which should receive your
attention.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of staff.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1864-10,45 a. m.

(Received 2.10 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON,

Secretary of War:
Further official reports show that the repulse at Wilson's Wharf

was even more complete than I telegraphed. The enemy retreated
during the night. leaving 25 of their dead in our hands, and showed
a loss of killed and wounded 0;' more than 200. From the accounts
of every officer the negro troops behaved most splendidly. .

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, near Bermuda H1tndred,

May 26, 1864-9 p. m. (Received 9 a. m. 27th.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HAJ.LEeK,

Chief of Staff:
No irregularities have been reported to me at Norfolk or Fort

Monroe. Please indicate what they are, and they shall receive im
mediate attention.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Majur- General, Commanding.
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BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

MAY 26, 1864-9 p. m.

BERMUDA, May 26, 1864.

HEADQP ARTERR,
In the Field, near Bermuda Hundred, ra.,

May 26, 1864-H.30 p. m. (Received 10 a. m. 27th.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,

Chief of Staff:
Telegram of 10 a. m. to-day received. Orders were already given

this morning to put, say, 17,000 infantry in condition to move at once,
leaving what may be sufficient only, in the judgment of myself and
officers, to hold the line of defenses between the James and Appd
mattox, neal' Point of Rocks, which is our defensive line. You say
"hold the line of the James to City Point." Is it intended to aban
don this line and retire to City Point? This will be a work of time
to save material and men. General Meigs can explain the difference.
At all events send transportation which has been ordered to Wash·
ington.

Colonel BIGGs:
Send rue all the transportation you can to Bermuda Hundred, and

telegraph what is coming.
I B. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.

Colonel SUAlI'FER:
Have here and in adjacent waters that can he in a few hours called

in, transportati.on as follow~: Steamers, Mpta.mora, ca.pacity for 600
men; John DIsney, capaCIty, 600 me~~ Star, 800 men; Thomas
Powell, 1,000 men; Montauk, 400 men ; .New York, 300 men ; J. John
son, 400 men; Jerome, 250 men; Pioneer, 500 men; Eagle No.1,
700 men; Eagle No.2, 700 men; C. W. Thomas,300 men. This
does not include the three dispatch boats, Greyhound, Eliza Han
cox, and A. Winants.

GEO. S. DODGE,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

GENERAL ORDERS, ! HDQRS. DEPT. OF VA. AND N. C.,
No. 70. I In the Field, ~[ay 26, 1864:-

Colonel Garrard's cavalry will relieve Colonel Pond's regiment,
the Sixty-second Ohio, as provost guard at Bermuda Landing. Col
onel Garrard will have command at that post. Colonel Pond will
report immediately at the front with his regiment, and himself re
DOrt at these headquarters for orders. Colonel Garrard will dis
mount his men and put his horses in the most favorable places to be
cared for by a few men, for the purpose of depa.<;turing and recruit
ment. General Kautz will dismount his men, leave his horses in the
most convenient places, in charge of as few men as possible, for the
purposes of , depasturing and recruitment, and will report at these
headquarters for assignment to position on the line. Colonel Cole
will dismount his men, and report at these headquarters for duty on



236 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [CSAP•. XI.VITI.

the line, leaving his horses in charge of as few men as possible, in the
most convenient places, for depasturing and recruitment. The por
tion of Colonel Onderdonk's men now reporting to General Smith
will report to General Kautz. Generals Turner and Ames will re
port to these headquarters for duty in the mobile column, and the
following disposition of troops on the line will be made as soon as
possible and without attracting the attention of the enemy.

General Terry, with his own division, and all the men and officers
Qf the Tenth Army Corps not able to march, and as much of the First
Connecticut Artillery as is there stationed, will occupy the line now
occupied by the Tenth Army Corps, with one brigade as his reserve,
to be posted near his center. General Kautz will be in command of
the line now occupied by General Smith. His cavalry, dismounted,
will occupy the hne now held by General Brooks. Colonel Cole's
cavalry regiment, dismounted, will hold the line now occupied by
Stannard's brigade; the Nineteenth Wisconsin the line now held by
Stedman's brigade. The Sixty-second Ohio will be a reserve to Cole
and Sanders; these three regiments, under the command of the
senior officer, who is to report to General Kautz. The three regi
ments of troops of Hinks' division will, when they report to General
Kautz, form the reserve of Kautz's line, and be postea in rear of the
right of his line.

All the men and officers of the Eighteenth Army Corps not able to
march will also report to General Kautz and be assigned. to duty on
his line. Major-General Gillmore will be in command ot the whole
line. All the artillery and engineer regiments will remain posted as
they now are, and report to General Gillmore. To a full and effi
cient execution of this order corps and division commanders will or
ganize all the men of their commands not able to march into proper
companies and battalions, in charge of commissioned officers not able
to march. The infantry of the' First and Second Divisions, of the
Eighteenth Corps, and the Second and Third Divisions, of the Tenth
Corps, able to march will form the mobile column, under command
of Maj. Gen. William F. Smith, and as soon as relieved in accord
ance with the dispositions of this order will withdraw from the line
and encamp near it, but out of sight of the enemy, upon such roads
as may be convenient for movement. The above arrangements are
for temporary purposes, and will not interfere with corps, division,
and brigade returns as now made.

By command of Major-General Butler:
R. S. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

I

J

GILLMORE'S,
May 26, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER,
Oom,manding:

GENERAL: In compliance with your general orders of to-day, I
propose to relieve Ames' and Turner's picket.s at the usual hour this
afternoon, and to withdraw their commands from the intrenchments
just after dusk. Will this be soon enough, or shall the movement
take place at once?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,

~Jfojor-General.
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HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1Hu4-5.50 p. m.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

GILLMORE'S, }tlay 26, 1864.

GILLMORE'S, },[ay 26, 1864.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 18fj4-u.15 p. m.

Generals GILLMORE and SMITH:
In lllaking the changes provided for in general orders as to the

occupation of lines, give dIrections that each relieved officer shall
give the fullest instructions and information to the new officer as to
topography, situation of the enemy, the situation even of picket
lines, points of probable attack and means of supporting it, so that
the relieving officer shall, ill the earliest pORsible moment, bave full
knowledge to fit him for his duties. See to it also that the new offi
cers are fully instructed in the provisions of General Orders, No.
62, current series.·

Major-General BUTLER:
Your dispatch of 5.50 is received. I have no department orders

numbered 62, current series. Do you refer to the general order of
lIay 20?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

Major-General BUTLER:
If Ames' and Turner's divisions are not to take their shelter-tents

with them when they move I would suggest that they be left stand
ing for the use of Terry's men. Ames' tents cannot well be moved
without attracting attention. I propose to hold both divisions in
their camps. Turner is out of the enemy's sight and Ames partially
so. W ill this answer? .

Q. A. GILLMORE.

General GILLMORE:
Amos' and Turner's divisions are to take their shelter-tents with

them. Generals Turner and Ames will be encamped by General
Smith's orders as a part of his column. Ames' tents should be
changed during the rnght, so as not too much to attract attention.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
],{ajor-General.

Official copy sent to Generals Terry, Ames, and Turner at 8.05 p.
m. Indorsement placed on Generals Terry's and Ames' copies by
Captain Sealy: "General Terry will, to-night, put shelter-tents in
the position occupied by General Ames' command, using the greatest
precaution in order not to attract attention."

*See p. 32•

.... -' .
-~-'-
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 26, 1864-6.45 p. m.

GILLMORE'S,
May 26, 1864-8.20 p. m.

GILLMORE'S,
May 26, 1864-8.55 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, },[ay 26, 1864.

General GILLMORE:
The order should have been numbered 62. It is the order of May

20, as to disposition of troops and the line of skirmishers, in case of
attack on the intrenchments.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

Major-General BUTLER:
The necessary orders for General Terry to encamp on ground now

occupied by General Ames before going, have been issued.
Your obedient servant,

Q. A. GILLMORE,
llfajor-General.

Major-General BUTLER:
I want a couple of miles or more of telegraph wire for entangle

ments in my front. Can it be had?
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

General GILLMORE:
I see by an article in the New York HeralU. said to be derived

from authentic sources, that General Gillmore [proposed] to mako
his position secure by intrenchments against sorties or any move
ments of the enemy to oust us from them, when before Fort Dar
ling, and that I answered that I could not pause for defensive vrep
arations. This is the first I ever heard of this. Did you or do you
authorize it? Please answer and correct an injustice.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va., ];[ay 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. H. TERRY,
Commanding First Di t' ision, Tenth Corps:

GENERAL: By direction of the major-general commanding, I have
the honor to inclose copy* of a telegram received from department
headquarters, and to direct that the orders therein contained be
promptly carried onto Brigadier-General Ames has been instructed
to ennfer with you in relation thereto. The major-general com
manding directs that you immediately relieve the pICkets of Gener&l
Ames according to the instructions from department headquarte~,
forwarded to you to-day, and that the oflicers to be relieved, and the

*800 Butler to Gillmore, 6.15 p. m., p. 287.
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officers relieving them, go over the ground together; also that IOU
cause the instructions for the disposition of the troops, in case 0 at
tack, to be republished to your command.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adju,tant-General.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
Bermuda Hundred, Va., May 26,1864.

Col. J. W. SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

COLONEL: I respectfully, but earnestly, urge that the Sixty-second
Ohio Volunteers be returned to my division. This regiment was de
tailed for fatigue duty at the landing on the morning of the disem
barkation. When relieved from that duty, it was, as I am informed,
but not officil:\lly notified, immediately detailed as provost guard, and
now I learn that, being relieved from the last-named duty, it is or
dered to the front, to report to another commander than myself. I
respectfully represent that it is the custom of the service to apportion
sueh details among the different brigades and division of a. command,
and that to detail a regiment for detached sel'vice after detached
service, thus depriving an officer permanently of a portion of his
command, is both unusual and unjust:

The brigade to which this regiment belongs is very greatly reduced
by losses. It musters for duty only about 1,100 men. The 500 men
of the Sixty-second Ohio are necessary to enable it to take its tours
of duty with the other brigade of my division. By General Orders,
No. f701, I am directed to garrison that portion of the intrenchments
now 'herd by myself and General Ames; that is to say, with eleven
regiments and some detachments of invalids, I am to occupy the
ground now held by nineteen regiments, and I am to have one bri
gade in reserve, as now. This will throw on my division a great
amount of picket duty, an amount which cannot be properly per
formed unless this regiment is returned to me. I earnestly hope
that the commanding general will reconsider his orders, and not
place u~n my division solely the burden of those detachments which
are usually taken from divisions in turn.

I ha~e the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

ALFRED H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 26, 1864.

Col. J. R. HAWLEY,
Setlenth Connecticut Volunteers, Comdg. &cond Brigade:

COLONEL: You will please detail from your command one regi
ment, to report to Col. J. B. Howell, commanding First Brigade, for
duty to-night. The regiment will report, as soon as possible, with
arms.

By order of Brig. Gen. Afred H. Terry:
A. TERRY,

.Assistant Adjutant-General.

'. .di:;:i. /.. '0 ,~:~_..
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Col. H. M. PLAISTED,
Commanding Third Brigade:

COLONEL: You will please deta.il one regiment from your com
mand (the Tenth Connecticut Volunteers), to report to Col. J. B.
H6well, commanding First Brigade, for duty to-night. You will
also cause that portion of your command not on duty to sleep upon
their arms, and move into the intrenchments upon the first alarm.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:
. A. TERRY,

Assistant Aqjuf,ant. General.

A. TERRY,
Assistant Aqjutant-General..

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.•Col. H. M. PLAISTED,

Eleventh Maine Volunteers, Comdg. Third Brigade:
COLONEL: I inclose code of rocket signals in use on the picket-line

for your information. You will pleasE' cause careful watch to be
kept for them, and be guided by them in event of alarm, sending
word immediately to these headquarters in case of any of the colored
rockets being sent up from thtl picket-line.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:

GENERAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. 2D DIV., 10TH ARMY CORPS,
No. 14. In the Field, Va., May 26, 1864.

I. It has been reported to the brigadier-general commanding that
several cases have occurred in this division of men inflicting wounds
upon their own persons for the purpose of escaping duty and in.
order that they may be ~ent to the rear. Such conduct is dastardly
and despicable and none but arrant cowards will engage in it. The
man who will desert his fellow-soldier on the field of battle, or s.eek
to shirk the privations and duties of the march and camp by muti
lating himself, thereby increasing the dangers and labors of his
companions, should be stigmatized by the men of his regiment as
a poltroon and coward, and he certainly shall receive the punish
ment of one.

Hereafter the surgeons and assistant surgeons of regiments will
immediately report to their regimental commanders any man com
ing under their treatment or knowledge who they have reason to
believe has mutilated his person in any manner for the purpose of
escaping duty, when a thorough investIgation will be made, and if
shown to be guilty a report in writing will be made to the division
headquarters by the regimental commander, and to the chief sur
geon of the division by the regimental surgeon. The man will be
sent to the hospital if unfit to rf'main in camp, accompanied by these
reports, giving a history of his case, with the view that on his re
covery he may be brought to trial and receive the punishment of a.
coward.
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II. Issuing commissaries will only sell whisky to officers on the
written permission of the brigade commanders. ThtlBe permits will
be taken up by the issuing commissary and transmitted weekly to
the division commissary for the information of the brigadier-general
commAnding.

By order of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner:
P. A. DAVIS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

, HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Hatchers, Va., M(ty 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. AMES,
Commaruiing Third Division:

GENERAL: By direction of the major-:lieneral commanding, I have
the honor to inclose copy of a telegram received from department
headquarters. I am instructed to direct that you confer with Briga
dier-General Terry upon the matter referred to, and cause the direc
tions therein contained to be promptly carried out.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Ass'istant AtlJutant-General.

MAY 26, 1864.

R. S. DAVIS,
MnJor and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel POND,
Sixty-second Ohio rols., CDnulg. at Berrmuln Hu'ru.lred:

Colouel Garrard will relieve you to-night. You will withdraw
all your rehriment, whether detailed or not, as soon as thoy can be
relieved by men from Colonel Garrard's regiment.

By command of Major-General Butler:

SMITH'S,
May 26, 1864-9 a. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
General Martindale reports the enemy in position near and at the

mill on the two roads from his front to the Junction. Nothing but
skirmishers visible, however, and I have ordered them to feel them.
I shall also send Dutton on his tru.c~ of yesterday to make a diver
sion on the flank.

W. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 33. In the Field, Va., ~j{ay 26, 1864.

The following code of night-alarm signals is announced. An offi
cer at eaCh division headquarters will be instructed and charged
with the carrying out of this order. Rockets will be furnished by

*800 Butler to Gillmore, 6.15 p. ro.,p. 237.
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the signal department upon application: There will be three alarm
stations at the headquarters of a grand guard. One on the right of
the line, one in the center, and one on the left. To denote where
skirmishing, "white rocket;" the enemy advancing in force in our
front, "red rocket;" enemy moving troops to our right, "~en
rocket;" enemy moving troops to oUr left, "red green rocket. '

By command of Major-General Smith:
CHAS. P. MUHLENBERG,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 26, 1864.

General BROOKS,
Comdy. First Division, Eighf,eenth A'rmy Corps:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that as soon
as Colonel Dutton returns, you send two regiments to the mill, over
the road that you found yesterday. General Burnham's brigade will
be held in reserve to-day to move either way as circumstances may
require. Colonel Dutton will command the two regiments that
move out.

Very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
CRAS. P. MUHLENBERG,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., ".May 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. W. T. H. BROOKS,
Commanding First. Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commandin~ corps directs that, in
accordance with inclosed copy* of instructIOns from department
headquarters, you prepare your whole command, excepting the
artillery and officers and men unable to march, to change your camp,
with all your stores, &c., to-morrow morning. You will please send
a staff officer to these headquarters at 8 a. m. to-morrow to receive
instructions regarding the road you will move on and the ground
you will occupy. All the officers and men of your infantry whom
your medical officers may think unfit to march will be sent to the
corps hospital at 8 o'clock in the morning to be inspected by a board
of surgeons. You will direct your artillery to report to Brigadier
General Kautz, and fully carry out the other prOVIsions of the order,
as well as the imltructions contained in the inclosed copy of telegram
and general order to which it refers. Particular attention will be
paid to organizing in a battalion the officers and men who are not fit
to march. After they are inspected, the medical director will dis
pose of them according to instructions already given. All who may
be found guilty of malingering will be severely punished.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. BOWEN,

Assi.stant Adjutant-General.
(Same to General Martindale.)

*800 General Orders, No. 70, Department of Virginia and North Carolina, May
26, p. 286.
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MAY 26, 1864.

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Genera.l MARTINDALE,
COnlllutruling &cond Dil,i.~ion:

GENERAL: If you think you will require your wholt\ llivh:jon t~,

carry those rifle-pits you can order your otlwr brig-ade over. aud
thon inform me and 1 will order one of General Brooks' brigades to
cover your portion vf the lines.

By command of Major-General Smith:

SPECIAL ORDERS, l HDQRS. THIRD DIV.• 18TH ARMY CORPS.
. No. 30. f City Point, Va .• Jlay 26, ] 864.

'" . . . . . .
III. Col. J. H. Holman, First U. S. Colored Troops, will with his

regiment proceed at once to Fort Powhatan and rllIieve Col. J. B.
Kiddoo of the command of the station. Colonel Kiddoo, upon heing
relieved, will with his regiment procppd at once to City Point and'
report to the commanding officer of the Second Brigade.

'" • • • • * •
V. The Thirty-seventh Regiment U. S. Color£'d Troops, Lieut.

Col. A. G. Chamberlain, will proceed at onee to Wihmn's Wharf
and report to Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild. who will remain in command
of that station. Colonel Chamherlain will carry his oxtra ammuni
tion with him.

'" . . . . . .
By command of Brig. Gen. E. W. Rinks:

SOLON A. CARTER,
Captain and Acting Assi..'1tmLt A~jutant-General.

MAY 2H, 18M.
(Received 10 a. m.)

B. F. BUTLER.
MaJor- General, ,CIJ1/t1lZa11 ding.

General RINKS:

There will be no more immediate attack at Wilson's Wharf, and
the disposition herein directed will cover Powha.tan. Concentrate
your force so as to have, say, 1,000 men at Wilson's Wharf, Wild
commanding, a.nd nearly the same number at Powhatan. 80 as to
leave three at least of your best regiments as a movable brigade of
reserve at City Point, to remain there till further orders. Acknowl
edge receipt.

MAY 26, 186-1-11.30 a. m.
General BUTLER:

Your dispatch relating to the disposition of troops is received, and
its details will be executed with tho least possible delay. It will be
necessary to withdraw one of the two regiments now in the works
at Myring ~ill, in order to concentrate the movable brigade required
at City Pomt.

RINKS,
General•

•
. ' .

~---~---



244 OPBRATIONo IN BE. VA. AND N. C. [CluP. XLVrn.

·MAY 26, 1864-.-1.30p. m.

HINKS,
General.

MAY 26, 1864-3.4:5 p. m.

MAY 26, 1864.
(Received 5.45 p. m.)

MAY 26, 1864-8 p. m.

Colonel DpNCAN :
You will march the Fourth Regiment to City Point at once.

Bring your brigade staff with you. C910nel Ames will remain in
command at Spring Hill for the present. Your equipage and the
extra ammunitIOn will be brought by water.

HINKS,
General.

General BUTLER:
The dispositions are now made for the organization of a reserve

brigade at City Point, composed of the Fourth, Fifth, and Twenty
second U. S. Colored Troops, and Captain Choate's battery, under
command of Colonel Duncan. The troops will all be at City Point
by daylight to-morrow morning.

General HINKS :
The dismounted men of General Kautz's command will be ordered

to report to that officer at once. .
BUTLER,

General.

General BUTLER:
There are no men of General Kautz's command at this station, with

the exception of a very few in hospital, who will be forwarded
at once.

HINKS,
General.

MAY 26, 1864.
(Received 8.15 p. m.)

General HINKS :
Don't send any men from your hospital unless able for duty.

SHAFFER,
Colonel.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
May 26, 1864.

Colonel SPEAR, Oommanding:
COLONEL: As soon as the First Brigade has moved you will follow

with your command dismounted and occupy the line now held by
General Brooks. The First Brigade is now moving. A staff officer
will be on the line to place your troops in position.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. M. J. ASCH,

Oaptain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

'1 J..~
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HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS,
May 2.6, 1864-4.30 p. ill.

BATCHELDER'S CREEK, May 26, lR64.
Capt. W. HOLDEN, A.<Jsi.'ffanf QuarfPTlnasf.e1o,.:

A fearful explosion took place here. So far we have about 15
dead bodies. Please send thIS number of coffins up at your earliest
convenience. If you cannot send them to-night please have them up
by the morning train, and oblige,

CLAASSEN.

Captain JUDSON:
A fearful explosion occnred here half an hour ago, whereby sev

eral men and officers were killed and wounded: Thus far I cannot
trace to any negligence causing this explosion except from idle
curiosity, tampering with the torpedoes sent in charge of Lieutenant
King up here. Medical aid is wanted up. Dr. Page. with his gener
OUM stor~, is desirable. I am'too sick at heart to tell you more just
now.

P. J. CLAASSEN.
ColOnel.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, D. C., May 27, 1864.

Lieutenant-General GRANT, In the Field:
GENERAL: It appe&rs from returns just hanned in by General

Augur, that I have sent to Fredericksburg and Port Royal, since.
you crossed the Rapidan, May 4, a little over 40,000 troops. I hope
within a few days to send you between 5.000 and 10,000 more. As
before stated, I have sent to General Butler within the same period
about 3,000. He telegraphs to me to-day, that he will send with
Smith to White House 17,000 infantry. Some cavalry and artillery
will go with them, to cover the landing, escort trains, &c. I think
he will make the entire force about 20,000. This will make your
entire re-enforcementssince you crossed the Rapidan, between 60,000
and 70.000 men. This includes about 1,000 returned veterans, and
1,000 stragglers and deserters, who have been arrested and sent
back.

In a telegram from Captain Pitkin to General Rucker, which I
have just seen, it is stated on the authority of General Ingalls, that
you propose to break up your depots on the R.a.ppahannock about the
first of next month, and remove them to West Point, the White
House, or some other J>lace on the Pamunkey. This would indicate
that when Lee falls back behind the South Anna you propose to make
the Pamunkey your base of operations on Richmond. Permit me to
repeat to you the opinions which have been expre&sed to me within
the last two years, by officers who are thoroughly acquainted with
the country, and who had much experience with General McClellan
in his Peninsular operations. They say that any campaign against
Richmond based on the Pamunkey, with West Point, White House,
or even New Castle. as the point of supplies, will involve the defense
of the line of the York and Pamunkey Rivers, and the passage of
the Chickahominy and its swamps. This will leave Lee, if he falls
back upon Richmond, the James River Canal, and one or more of
the railroads south of that river, as communication by which to re
ceive re-enforce~entsand supplies.
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Even if your cavalry should eut these communications, they will
soon bo reopened. But should yOlI occupy the sector less than 90
degrees between the James and the Chickahominy, your right resting
on the former and your left on the Horse Pond or Meadow Bridge,
your flanks will be pretty safe, your line of adva.nce will be over
favorable ground, you will hold the cana.l, and can, with your cav
alry, control the railroad lines south of the James River. Moreover,
they say this point is the most favorable for an attack, a.s the Tred
egar Iron Works, the arsenal, the water-works, and all the flouring
mills lie on the northwest side of the city, and ex:{>osed to a bom
bardment from that direction. By advancing on thIS line, you will,
when within 10 miles of Richmon,d, be about equidistant from
Fredericksburg, Port Royal, Tappahannock, and West Point. At
Ashland, or on the South Anna, the latter will be the most distant
as well as the most inaccessible point of supplies. The navigation
to White Hou!>e is said to be difficult and prf>carious.

If you keep up three points of supply, viz, Port Royal or Tappa
hannock, hy thfl RaplJahimnock; White House or West Point, by
the York; and City Point by the James, you will have three lines of
communication to guard, which will require a large number of troops·
and gun-boats. Moreover, three lines seriously affect our water

,transportation, which is much reduced by keeping so many vessels
loaded with ordnance and commissary stores. If consistent with
your plan of operations, it would be safer and more economical to
keep np only a single line. It is especially inconvenient to keep so
many vessels and supplies in the James River. Moreover. many of
the commissary stores will he seriously injllred by keepin~ them in
vessels. The general impression among the staff officers WIth whom
I have conversed is that the Tappahannock line is preferable to
West Point or Port Royal. Our larger transports cannot reach the
latter place or White House.

Why not, when Smith's forces have joined you, break up either
the York or Rappahannock line and bring out of James River all
transports with stores not required there? I think it would sim
plify the supplying of your army and greatly economize transporta
tion. Is it not safer to have your depot of su~plies in lour rear
toward Washington than on the James or the York? presume
there were good reasons for abandoning the Fredericksburg road at
the time you did, but if you should wish to resume that line it can
be immediately put in operation. It is complete<l to Falmouth. and
the bridge to Fredericksburg can he restored in a few days. Al
though a little longer for land transportation than either of the
others, it is much shorter and more convenient by water, and with
our railroad facilities supplies could he forwarded much more
rapidly, and I hardly think a larger force would be required to guard
it. I simply make these suggestions for your consideration. but
shall make no changes without your orders. I, however, must urge
you not to put the Chickahominy between your army and its sup
plies, 110r between you and Richmond. It is a most serious obstacle
to be passed by a large army or by its supplies. Moreover, in the
summer monthsz it is exceedingly unhealthy, as is also the James
River below Ricnmond.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPR.
.May :.l7, 1RIH-I a. m.

General WILLIAMS:
My command is mostly over.

o'clock.
I will relieve my pickets about 2

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARM.Y CORPS,
May 27. 1864-2 a. m.

General W ILLIAM8,
Assistant Atljnfant-General, Army of tTte Polmnac:

I have ordered that the withdrawal of the pickets ('ommenee at
once. My last reports were: Gibbon entirely across; Barlow's last
brigade crossing; Birney's (Third) brigade crORRing-; Potter across;
'J'yler already on this side, except two regiment.~ with other divis
ions.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Canl11umding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864.

General WILLIAMS
Assistant A~jutant-General:

Are there any orders for me, or at what time may I expect them?
W ill they arrive before the telegraph is taken down? The com
mand is all over but the picket.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
.Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOM.AC,
May 27, 1864-3 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

You will receive orders as soon as General Wright reportfl that
the road is clear. Orders will be sent to you before the wire is
taken down.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

The wooden bridge is burnt and

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864.

General S. WILLIAMS:
All my people across the river.

the pontoon bridge is taken up.

, L
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HEADQUARTERS 'SECOND ARMY CORPS,
. May 27, 1864.

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

General BURNSIDE:
General Meade has directed that the wires be taken up. I shall

picket the river, connecting with General Willcox along my whole
front. I am at myoId headquarters near you, and of course shall
not move until you a.re ready, a.nd of course can't move until we
are both ready. I have sent a staff officer ahead to see if the road.
is clear, and I will -let you know, and as soon as you are ready we
can easily arrange. I shall wait for your reply and then the wires
will be taken down.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864-8 a. m.

General HANCOCK:
GENERAL: General Burnside has just come over. He has re

ceived word from General Warren that it will be at least two
hours before he can get out of the way. General Burnside has
,therefore recalled all his orders for movement. He says he will, if
you please, meet you here.

Very respectfully,

MAY 27, 1864.
General HANCOCK:

The arrangement is quite satisfactory. I have sent au officer to
look out for the road. Will see you very soon, and will no! move
till all is ready.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
J-fay 27, 18G4-9.20 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMG,
Assistant Adjutant-Gen&al, Army of the Pot01nac:

GENERAL: About an hour or an hour and a half ago General Burn
side and myself understood that the roads were clear, and ordered a
move; but while I was startin~ General Burnside received a mes
sage from General Warren, at hIS train, saying that it would be fully
two hours before his road would be cleared. I therefore halted. My
road now is understood to be clear. but I am waiting for General
Burnside to ascertain that his is also. The enemy show infantry
pickets against us and occasionally a regiment, but I imagine no
strong force, as they cannot cross the river very well. We hear noth
ing of our cavalry behind us.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Mador-General of Volunteers.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS.
Afay 27, 1864:-lU.ao a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS.
Assisfant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potornac:

GENERAL: General Burnside has just informed me that he is ready,
and we are just now about startiug.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of rollinfeers, Ccmzmmuling.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May ~7. 18fJ-t.-4.15 p. m. (Received 7 p. ill.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding &concl Corp.'l;

The commanding general directs lUe to inform you that Wright·s
route is modified, he proceeding to a point 0pP0l'litl\ Mrs. Hundley's,
a few miles above Hanovertown. where he will throw a bridge. The
road turns off a mile or two baek of these hpa.<lquarters. You will
follow Wright and encamp in rear of him, unless othprwise directed.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HDQRS. SECOND CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May ~7, 1864-4.20 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, A 1"?lly of the Potomac;

GENERAL: The head of mY' column is at Concord Church, about
one-half mile from Needham s. It is 1U miles from here to Hanover
town. I will march my troops as far as I can to-night, but. unless
the case is one of great necessity, I can hardly reach Hanovertown.
Ten miles from here is a stream; the first water I can hear of for my
command. Please indicate to me your wishes. I am marching two
columns.

your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, UOlll11wnding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 27, 1864:-G p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Slaff:

GENERAL: My line noW extends across and beyond the road ]C'ad
iug from the blacksmith shop to Genoral W arron's position. Ma.jor
Roebling informed Colonel Morgan about 5 that General Warren
would move at once to connect with my left on this road. I suppose
you know how this is. It is in my opinion questionable whether
there is any occasion for my brigade at the shop, as my line crosses
the road about 500 yards behind it, and it would be better, it sooms
to me, since we are intrenched in a strong positioll, to fight on my

. .-••~ A _
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WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

fortified front. If the brigade was attacked by a strong force it
would be obliged to fall back under very disadvantageous circum~

stances, or it would be necessary to move to its support, and so shift
the battle-ground from the intrenched and studied line to a new one,
where we would have no advantage of position.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 1864-6 p. m. (Received 7.30 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
You can halt your column at dark. leaving at 4 a. m. to-morrow.

You will follow the Sixth Corps, whose route has been slightly
changed and who will perhaps cross the river above Hanovertown.
When you halt report your position. Headquarters are at the
Mangohick Church. The cavalry were across at 9 o'clock this morn
ing and Russell at 11 a. m. All quiet when last heard from, though .
Russell is nervous about Breckinridge at Hanover Court-House.

Respectfully,
GEO. G. MEADE,

Mador-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Bethel Ch'urch, May 27, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Received your dispatch by Captain Mason; also one of
6 p. m. Expecting to make a long march to-night, and the men be
ing wearied, and on account of the difficulty of getting water, I had
halted my command, say three-quarters of an hour ago, to let them
make a little coffee. I shall now move on about 5 miles or to suita
ble camp. I think they will be able to do that now after-their rest
well enough. . .

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Bethel Church, May 27, 1864-8.20 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assi.'Jtant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I send herewith a note received from Major Bull, pro
vost-marshal of this command, relating to a report given by two
eontrabands.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK.

Major-General of Volunteers.
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S. O. BULL.
Major mlCl Prol'Ost-J£arshlll.. .

HDQRS. SECOND CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 26, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK:
GENERAL: Two contrabands who have just come in report that

Lee's whole army left Hanover Junction thIs morning about 8 a.. m.,
taking road to Richmond.

HEADQUARTERR ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
May ~7, 18U4-9 p. m. (IWcflived 11 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK.
Com:mnndillY '''''('ond ("()rJl'~:

The majir-general commanding' dirpd,s t.hat you follow thp Rixth
CQrps to ~e bridge at Mrs. Hlllldlt>y's. eross and form on (}pnpral
Wl"1ght's left. General W. is lliredt'd to movr, at daylight IUllI take
position, holding the crossing of Crump's Creek on his right, with
his left extended toward the Totopotomoy. General Warren CrOSlo\1'8
at Hanovertown and takespositlOn beyond (probably beyond Mrs.
Via's), with his left on the Totopotomoy and his right extended to
ward Cl"Ump's Creek, General Burnside to form on his right. Our
cavalry are now along Crump's Creek. Breckinridge with his ill
fantryand two divisivns of cavalry is represented to be at Hanover
Court-House.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chil'f of staff.

HEADQUARTERR ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 18U4-9.15 p. m. (Received 11 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding &c01Id ('orp.~:

The major-general commanding direct.s me to say that he approvps
your proposal to break up the division ulllier General Tyler and ap
portion the regiments to organizations already existing, llnd author
IZes the same.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
ltlojor-Genpral and Chipf of Staff.

It was suggf'sted whpther you could not fol"11l a fourth division
having in all four some of the newly arrived troops. '

A. A. H.,
Major-General and Chipf of Staff.

MAY 27, 1864-11.45 p. m.
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS:

You must be about 2 miles in rear of Wright, who is at McDow
ell's. It is not. necessary to go farther to-night, and the hour of
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
B,rigadier-General, Cornmanding.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

your leaving to-morrow morning y(m can tell from Wright's dis
tance from you. He moves at daylight, and you need not move
until he is out of the way, so that you will have a clear road; your
troops well up on his.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
]'fay 27, 1864-6.30 a. m.

The com~andwill move at once in the order indicated last night,
viz, Second Division, General Gibbon; First Division, General
Barlow; Third Division, General Birney: rear guard. composed of
three regiments of the Fourth Division. The ~)iekets will be with
drawn by each division commander as his divisIOn moves. It is not
supposed that the enemy can follow in any force.
. By order of Major-General Hancock:

FRANCIS A. WA,KER,
Assistant .A (~jlllant-Ueneral.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION. SECOND CORPS,
],{ay 27, ]864-12.50 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER:
COLONEL: Miles covering bridge and this side. Second and Third

Brigades across and massed on hill in rear of woods in position first
taken up. Batteries across and going into position on hill. Brooke
about crossing. Will take up position when First and Second
Division pickets cross.

Respectfully,

CorJ?s officer of the day should notify me when all pickets are this
Bide; If he does not, will find out as best I can. .

F. C. B.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864-10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
My infantry and artillery have been restin~ here for an hour,

and the wagon train is closing up. UnaVOIdable delays have
kept us back. The men have so far stragg-Ied none. I shall go
as far to-day as the men's strength will allow and set out again
about midnight by moonlight; will have the coolness of the
night and eady day to march in, and I think can march 20 miles
from whore I start by to-morrow noon, which will, I think, bring
me to the New Castle Ferry. if the distance is 35 miles from our
starting point. General Burnside's infantry will hardly be able to
set out before 12 m. to-day. but his men will be well rested. and if he
setH out at midnight will not be much behind me at the Pamun
key River.

Respectfnlly,
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

•

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27,1864-4.15 p. m.

Major-General W AHREN:
Headquarters are at Mangohick Church. The commandin~geuflral

directs me to inform you that nxamiuatio1l8 are now bl~ing made that
will probably modify your route from Hebron Church (1 milt' be
yond this), so that you wili move to Hanovertown instead of New
Castle Ferry. Wl'lght is moving hy a road that turn~ off a mile or
two back from here and near to the bridge right opposite Mrs. H uud
ley's, in the 'vicinity of which he will throw a bridge. The com
manding general thinks it better that you should move on as far as
you can until toward evening and go into camp, then resuming the
march as soon after daylight as practicable. Report when you
camp.

G. K. WARREN.
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864-7.10 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS :
I have two divisions in camp, the third coming up, and the artil

tery and trains following. We camp 011 Dowell's C'reek, about 2
miles from Mangohick Church. My headquarters are about 2 miles
from the church, at a. house called Turk's. My flag is on the road.
The march has been very severe on men and animal~. I have moved
as fast and far as I could to clear the road for General Burnside. If
he be camped 5 miles behind me he can start at the tiamo hour and
not be delayed.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you move to-morrow
to Hanovertown, crossing the river, and take position in advance,
with your left resting on the Totopotomoy and your right extending
toward Crump's Creek. The map indicates this position to be be
yond Mrs. Via's house. Geneml Burnside will form on your right;
Hancock next, and Wright on the right, holding the crossing of
Crump's Creek. Upon crossin~ the river you will relieve General
Russell's division, which will then rejoin its cOIJ>s.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

SPECIAL ORDERS, l HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
No. -. I May 27, 1864-U.15 p. m.

1. This command will move to-morrow morning, 28th inBtant. at
4 o'clock, to Hanovertown. The order of march will he the same aR
to-day: First Division, Brigadier-General Griffin, leading; second,
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Fourth Division, with Maryland Brigade
i

Brigadier-General Cutler;
third, Third Division, Brigadier-Genera Crawford; fourth, Artil
lery Brigade. Colonel \Vainwright; fifth, wagon trains; sixth,
Heavy Artillery Brigade, Colonel Kitching.

By command of Major-General Warren: _
S. M. MORGAN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
Jericho Mills, May 27, 1864-12.50 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The rear of the corps has just crossed the bridge, and everything

has passed quietly. The roads have been very heavy so far, and
are said to he worse for the next mile, when they improve. The
marching has thus far heen slow in consequence. Will the major
general commanding inform me whether he expects the corps to be
kept moving till it reaches Hanovertown, or whether a rest of, say,
three hours can be taken after daylight? Without such a rest I
fool' the straggling will be excessive. I expect to meet my- supply
trains at Chesterfield Station and to halt long enough to 18Sue ra
tions.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, ConnnamJi'R!J.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
May 27, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GEN..JRAL: I have gone into camp near McDowell's, or Cedar Hill
Mill, about 3t miles from the point where we left the road on which
General Russell marched. During the last mile the movement
could be seeu from the other side of the Pamunkey. I think it
would be advisable, therefore, to move in the morning at daylight,
80 that the direction of our march could not be seen from the other
side.

Very respectfully,
. H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General, Commanding.

My headquarters are on the road, left-hand side, at McDowell's
house. .

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS,
&mih Side Pamunkey River, May 27, 1864-12 m.

Lieutenant-Colonel McMAHON,
Assistant Ad;jutant-General:

I arrived at this point with my command at 11 a. m. The only
information yet obtained places Breckinridge's command at Hanover
Court-House, some 7 miles distant; a larger force of the enemy at
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Hanover Junction. Should Breckinridge move on this point he
would proba.bly arrive here about 7 p. m. His force is estimated at
about 10,000 men. Any other portion of the corps which is intended
to be sent here I think should be pushed forward 80S rapidly as pos
sible. Our cavalry are well to the front, anu report one brigade of
the enemy's cavalry (Rosser's) about 5 miles distant.

D. A. RUSSELL,
Brigadier-General.

D. A. R.

The commissary was able to issue but one day's rations yesterday.
He has been instructed to forward the balance ordered without
delay.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
M(ty 27, 1864-2.35 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
We have no reports from Wan-en and Wright, but they are pre

sumed to be across the river. Warren's pickets wore to have been
withdrawn at 2 a. m.

. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864-3 a. m.

Genera.l BURNSIDE:
My headquarters are where you saw me to-day, but I will shortly

move back where you saw me day before yesterday.
. WINF'D S. HANCOCK.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 1864-3 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Is General Crittenden's division in position at Quarles' Mills and

Jericho Bridge?
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

MAY 27, 1864-3.30 a. m.
General S. WILLIAMS:

One brigade at old croBsing, one at Quarles' Mills, one at Jericho.
The bridge at old crossing is now being destroyed. Pickets all with
drawn.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Mador-General.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY COR;PS,
Nay 27, 1864-3.45 a. m.

General S. WILLIAMS,·
Assistant Adjutant-General:

I am ready to move at a moment's notice.
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 1864-3.45 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Carps:

The major.general commandIng directs me to say thai it is just
reported to him that some troops of your corps have cut the line of
march of Warren's rear troops and the pickets of the Sixth Corps
on the south side of the river. Where are these troops going ~

Have the brigades for Jericho Mills ford and Quarles'Mills ford
been directed to move on the south side of the river ? If they have
been they will not be able to cross the river. Your report of Ninth
Corps being ready for orders is just received.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Najar-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
][ay 27, 1864-4 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninih Carps:

Your dispatch stating that your 'troops are in readiness to move
at a moment's notice has been received. I am directed by the major
general commanding to say that this is inconsistent with the fact
that a portion of them is on the south side of the river cutting the
line of march of General Warren.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27,1864-5 a. In.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

It does not seem possible that any of my corps are on the south
side of the river. All of General Crittenden's division was with
drawn over his own bridge, together with his pickets, and the bridge
is destroyed. One brigade was left to cover the ford and one brigade
sent to Quarles' Ford, and is in position there now, and one brigade
was sent to Jericho Ford, and is represented to me as in position there
now, under Major Morton, on the north side of the river. If General
Warren's troops had not all passed over Quarles' Ford when this
brigade for Jericho reached there it would have been impossible that
the commanding officer of the brigade could have carried out the
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orders of the commanding' gPlleral wit.hout going' through that col~

UYIln. My information as to t.herosition of the troops iN necessarily
obtained from officers in charge 0 the movement., and I deem it quite
as reliable as that received by the commanding general from like
sources until the certainty is established. I am not in tho habit of
making reports incollsistent with the fnets of the ease, and cannot
perlllit any person to make such insinuations.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major~General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864.

General S. WILLIAMS:
Potter and Crittenden artl across and their pickets are being with

drawn. Willcox still in pORition. Do you know anything of the
progress of Wan'en or Wright?

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Majvr-Geneml.

HEADQU ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Alay 27, 1Hli4--4-.:m p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding lViuth Corps:

Trhe headquarters are at Mallg'ohiek Church. TllfJ route of the
Fifth Corps and the Ninth Corps will probably be modified so that
to-morrow they will move to Hanovertowll instead of New Ca8tle.
General Wright is moving to It point 3 or ! miles above Hano\'er
town by a route that turns off from the ridge road. These head
quarters are about 2 miles baf'k from here. The commanding'
general directs t.hat you encamp for the night in rear of the Fifth
Corps and follow it to-morrow. It is directed to move Il.fl soon after
daylight as practicahle.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. May 27, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you follow the Fifth
Corps to Hanovertown to-morrow morning, and after crossing the
river take position on the right of the Fifth Corps. The left of the
Fifth Corps will rest on Totopotomoy Creek, the right extending
toward Crump's Creek. Hancock will be in position on your right
and Wright on the right, holding the roads crossing Crump's Creek.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff·

17 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT nI
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MAY 2'7,1864-9 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE:

The commanding general directs me to acknowledge the receipt of
your dispatch by telegraph of 5 a. m. this day, and to reply to the
same as follows: The commanding general is somewhat astonished
that you should deem it necessary to repel insinuations on your
veracity, as no such insinuations were ever designed. Nor does he
deem the telegram sent to you obnoxious to any such charge. You
reported the brigades of Crittenden's division in position and your
corps ready to move, whereas, at that very moment a staff officer of
General Warren was reporting to the commanding ~eneral that
his pickets were delayed in crossing the river by bemg cut by a
column of your troops.

Now, while the commanding general is willing to admit the bri.,
gade could not reach Jericho without cutting Warren's column,
unless it waited for it to pass, and while he is perfectly satisfied with
the explanation of the cutting, he must insist the fact that this bri
gade was at that moment passing Quarles' Bridge, was inconsistent
with the fact reported by you,that it was in position at Jericho.
This is all the commanding general intended to convey by the tele
gram. He is fully aware that you as well as himself are dependent·
on the reports of subordinates, liable to misapprehension and error,
and the knowledge of this fact, he thinks

i
should have shielded him

from the delusion you appear to have abored under that he in
tended to impugn your veracity or charge you with intentional mis
representation. The report brought to the commanding general
that some of your troops were on the south side of the river at the
time was not well founded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Hanovertown, Va., May 27,1864-9 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I now occupy Hanover
town. The crossing was taken with but little o,Pposition, a small
picket of cavalry being the only force found at thIS point. The two
pontoon bridges are down and in use. The First Cavalry Division
has crossed the river, the Second Division moving out to cross.
General Russell's division has not yet arrived. I think it is but a
sh9rt distance in our rear.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 27, 1864-5.20 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chipf of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that General Torbert; whose
division had the advance, found a detachment of about 100 men of
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Gordon's hrigade holding the ford at Hanovertown. This party was
&~ily dislodged, and the division cro&;('(}, After pw;sing through
Hanovertown, on the road to Hanover Court-House, Gordou's bri
gade of cavalry (rebel) was encountered. charged, and driven pell
mell toward Hanover Court-House. We captured Ii commis.'lioned
officers and 70 men. If General Torbert's command had not heen
80 much fatigued he would have captured the whole brigade, it was
gO much demoralized. It is reported that Wickham's and Lomax's
brigades are both at Hanover Court-House. I am also infornwd that
Breckinridge was there last night with 10,000 men. I have not
pushed my advance beyond crUmp's Swamp, as we have a ~ood line .
from there to Totopotomoy Creek. General Russell's divISion has
crossed, and is now all on this side of the river.

Very respectfully. your obedient servant,
P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major-General, U(mtmanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
3[ay 27, 1864.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry DivisiQ-n:

The commanding general desires that you have your horses sad
dled and the artillery hitched at 4. a. m. to-morrow.

C. KINGSBURY, JR..
Assistant Adjutant-General.

PORT ROYAL, May 27, 1864-1.30 p. m.
(Received 2.50 p. m.)

Major-General HALLECK: .
General Meade has ordered me to send him twenty pontoon-boats

and appurtenances. I shall have to take the horses and harness be
longing to the reserve batteries of the Ninth Corps, which are now
here. Five hundred wagons for the front are now here loading. I
shall send as many troops as can get ready, reserving a sufficient
force for the protection of the telegrap?- line, dep~t, and guarding
prisoners. Four hundred and twentY-SIX rebel prIsoners are hertl.
They will be shipped to Point Lookout as soon as transportation is
ready. Two thousand more are expected.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff·

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 27, 1864-3.30 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,

Port Royal:
You are right in taking artillery horses and harness to send for

ward pontoon trains. If not enough. make up deficieucy from quar
termaster's trains. Several thousand more troops are on the way
to Port Royal.

;.... .
-~~----
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PORT ROYAL, May 27,1864-7 p. Pl.
(Received 8 p. m.)

Major-General HALLECK:
Transportation is ready for five of the six batteries of the Reserve

Artillery of the Ninth Corps to Washington. Shall I send the offi
cers, men, and horses with the guns which start to-morrow? As I
keep a small force for the protection of the depot, I shall detain one
of the batteries. .

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigad'ier-General, Commanding.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 27,1864-10.20 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE, .

Port Royal:
Send back to Army of the Potomac all artillery horses fit for

duty. Officers, men, and guns of Reserye Artillery not required for
defense of depot at Port Royal will be sent to Washington.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, :Afay 27, 1864.

MILITARY GOVERNOR OF FREDERICKSBURG:
Advise me immediately when Fredericksburg is abandoned; also,

when the troops have started for this place. Do this immediately,
as we expect the line to be cut every moment.

J, J. ABEROROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

MAY 27, 1864.
General AUGUR:

Send a rel;>riment of Ohio militia to Point Lookout to report there
to commanding officer. Send me a memorandum of troops sent for
ward to Fredericksburg and Port Royal since May 4, the date of
General Grant's crossing of the Rapidan.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SAINT MARY'S DISTRICT,
Point Lookout, May 27, 1864.

Maj. R. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adj1ttant-General, Fort Monroe, Va.:

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with in
structions from the War Department. telegraphed May 25, 1864,
eight companies of tho Twentieth Regiment Veteran RosOl've Corps,
under the command of Lieut. Col. George A. Washburne, number-

.
... :.:.,;;.,.. ~



CBAP. XLVIII.] CORRESPONnENC~ETC.-UNION. 261

BERMVDA, jllay 27, 18M.
(R(l(~eived 4 p. m.)

ing 11 officers and 5:30 wen, alTivpd here yesterda.y to relieve the
Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers. which embarked to-day with :n
offieers and 590 men to report to Lieutenant-General Grant in the
field.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
A. G. DRAPER.

Colonel Tltirly-..~iJlh U. S. ('o[oretl Troups, Cumnlllllding.

•

WASHINGTON, May 27, 18(i4-11.30 a. m.

Major-General BUTLER,
Berm'lldn Hundred, Va.:

In m.;ing the words, "Hold the James to City Point." I pl'f'RUme
General Grant meant the point yon now oceupy, ahOV(1 the Appo
mattox and oPlj()site City Point. No name is given to it on my
maps. General Grant uIlllouhtedly means that you are to hold your
present fortified position. Advices from Fort Monroe w(\m that
there was no officer of sufficient rank in command to control affairs
at that place (Norfolk, Portsmouth, Yorktown. and their dependen
cies), and to secure concert of action; that. to accomplish this, in
your absence, there should be a district commander oVflr the whole,
aeting under your general instruqtions. No particular irregularities
were specified by inspection report. Rebels seem to he making a
dcs}Jerate stand on the South Anna, and General Grant thihks that
Lf'e has been heavily l'e-enforced from Riehmond. Gflnel'al Smith
should take every possible plw~aution in lmuling on the Pamunkey.
Trau8}Jorts ordered here are alrea.dy on their return.

H. W. HA LLECK,
Major-General ami Chitf of Staff.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRClINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
~1[(/'1I 27. IHtj4-1 p. m. (Receivpd 7. 1'. Ill.)

Major-General HALLECK:
At the request of General Smith I 8f1na to ask if the point of

deharkation can he changed to West Point. Tho river from that
point to the White House is narrow, tortuous. amI filled with torpe
does, and no known hmlling exists on tho north sill" of the Pamun
key at the'Vhite House. At Wpst. Point the wharvps were repairpd
under my direction hefore w(' ltlft for t.his point, and the landing can
he perfectly coverpd by g'Un-1Joats and a safe depot made thel'(~, if
desirahle. General Slllit)l thinks time will he saved by the change
in the order.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Comma ndiny.

Col. J. VV. SHAFFER:
Since yesterday noon eighteen steamers hav(1 arrivrnl from Colonel

Biggs; oue yet to report, which will ma.ke the nineteen advised by
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T. T. ECKERT.

him. Two have reported as sent from Alexandria, the Perot and
Vn.runa, and there are eleven: ,Plying here and in the adjacent waters,
and that were here discharglllg cargo and now ready for service.
Total here and ready to receive troops or other cargo, twenty-niue.

GEO. S. DODGE,
Captain antl Assistant Quartermaster.

•
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 27, 1864.

R. O'BRIEN,
Butler's Headquarters;

I want you to :prepare for work in direction of White House from
Williamsburg WIthout delay. I do not know to what extent it will
he necessary to continue working line to Butler's present headquar
tenl, but hope we may be permitted to abandon it all to enable you
to bring away operators, builders, and material. The line from Will
iamsburg to White House and beyond is of greatest importance; it
will be the only means of communication with Grant, and must be
built without a moment's delay. I need a building party from here
to commence work at White House, continuing thence to Grant's
headquarters. Confer with Sheldon as to plans and route to build
upon. Answer quick. You mu~t use all the arbitraries in your
CIpher. Important words should not come in English. Leave
"snow" out. Butler's headquarters to work cipher with his card
key, and direct him to use great care.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 28, 1864.

Mr. SHELDON,
Telegraph Operator, Fori ~Jrfonroe ;

I should have no doubt that the t.elegrll.ph route most easily pro
tected would be across the York at Gloucester Point, thence up to
West Poiut, thell(~e across the Mattapony between the two rivers.
The route by the old road and New Kent Court-House would be
broken all the time until General Grant crosses the Chickahominy.

. BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Mnjor-Oeneral, CommwlIuing.

GILLMORE'S,
May 27, 1864.

Major-General BUTLER:
Will it be practicable for me to get the wire which I spoke of in

my dispatch of yesterday? I recommend its use iu front of th~ in
trenchments.

Your obedieut servant,

..

Q. A. GILLMORE,
M ajar-Gene-mI.
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 27, 1864-1.15 p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
The commandin~ general directs that you order Lieutenant

Beecher, commandrng Battery A, Fifth U. S. Artillery; Lieuten
ant Hunt, commanding Battery L, Fourth U. S. Artillery, and Cap
tain Elder, commanding Battery B, First U. S. Artillery, to report
immediately in person with their commands to Major-General Smith
for duty. They are wanted this evening.

J. W. SHAFI1'ER,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

G. WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
MllY 27, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
The major-general commanding directs that you detail fatigue

parties to report at 7 a. m. daily to Captain Suess at the redoubt on
the right of General Marston's old headquarters, to Captain Eaton
near the Curtis house, and to Lieutenant Parsons in front of Battery
No.3. These details to be made until the works are finished.

Very respectfully,

[IndOl'8elDeDt.]

Write letter for daily detail.
General Kautz, 200 men to report to Captain Suess, Volunteer

Engineers, at redoubt on right of General Marston's old headquar
ters. General Terry, 150 to Lieutenant Parsons.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864-8 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER, Commanding:
A report reaches me that it is in contemplation to reorganize

Ames' and Turner's divisions of the Tenth Corps. Can thhl be
true?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864-8.25 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER, Commanding:
In the present reduced force under my command, and the amount

of work yet to be done on the main line, I suggest that work on the
redoubt near Curtis' house be suspended for the present. I do not
see any use of the redoubt, for if the main line is ever carried this
redoubt will not sto~ an enemy's pursuit.

Very respectfully,
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 27, 1864-9 p. m.

WEITZEL,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Eng-im..eers.

General GILLMORE:
The major-general commanding directs that the work on the re

doubt near the Curtis house be suspended for the present, and that
Captain Eaton, with his detail of engineers, report to me to-morrow
at 8 a. m. for duty.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Jfajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864-9 p. m.

Col. HENRY L. ABBOT,
First Connecticut AriiUpry:

You will please take charge of the construction of sand-bag loop
holes on the parapet of our line, from the left of Ames' old line to
the extreme right next James River. Five sand-bags to each loop
hole, loop-holes to be 5 feet apart from center to center for infantry
parapet, and 3 feet in the batteries. If you require more men than
you can furnish please let me know.

Respectfully,

HDQRS. THIRD BRIG., FIRST DIV., 10TH ARMY CORPS,
Bermuda Hund'red, Va., May 27, 1~64-.

(Received 29th.)
Capt. ADRIAN TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant-General:
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to request that the Tenth Connecticut

Volunteers be relieved from doing picket duty to-night. This regi
ment last night at dark was ordered to report to Colonel Howell, to
man the parapet upon his front; it lay in the water and mud and dew
all night, and is broiling in the hot sun to-day. Colonel Otis reports
to me that the regiment is as much fatigued, if not more, than if they
had been on picket at the front in the shade; that he cannot be
responsible for the proper performance of picket duty by the regi
ment, the officers and men of which are so fatigued. Besides, Col
onel Howell informs me that he cannot relieve it until his pickets
are relioved. I would respectfully ask that I may be allowed to
send daily one regiment or more on picket, according as m~ propor
tion of picket duty shaH be fixed, and that the force detaIled from
my brigade for picket duty may be as nearly as practicable posted
on my front.

By this arrangement I should be able to man the works in my
front at all times with about three regiments, who know their places
and the ground in front of them, and when the pickets fall back
they will also fall back to their proper command and position, be
sides the regirlunts will thus be enabled to picket the same ground.
acquiring thereby a perfect familiarity with their positions. If I
may be allowed to suggest, I would respectfully state that, with my
command I will, in my judgment, be able to defend the right of our
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line so far as to include Battery No.2, and a third of the space on
the left of it to the Central road, and if the general should tlt'em it
absolutely necessary. I would accept the whole right as far as to the
Central road, and then be able to furnish daily one regiment for
picket duty and ono regiment for fatigue. Soon as the gtlneral shall
determine what portion of the Une is to be defended by the Third
Bri~e, I will immediately encamp my regiments accordingly.

Inave the honor to be, capb~in) very respectfully, your ohedient
servant,

H. M. PLAISTED,
Colonel Eleventh Maine rols. Ccmuig. Third Brigade.

P. A. DAVIS,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION. TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the. jf'iehl, ra., llfa{j 27, 1864.

Colonels ALFORD and BARTON:
COLONEL: Thu brigadier-general commanding dil'(~cts that you

immediately get your eommand in rea,dine>;s to move this p. m.
Very ret;pectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
~[ay 27. 1864.

(Via Fort Monroe. Received 9.15 p. m.)
General M. C. MEIGS,

Qua·rl,ermastn-Ueneral:
General Smith desires me to ask that 3,000 axes and 4,000 handles,

3,000 spades or shovels, and GOO picks and 750 handles be sent to
Yorktown, subject to my order, as soon as possible.

W. W. V AN NESS,
Acting Ohief Quartermaster

CHIEF QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICE,
DEPARTMENT OF VIROINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,

Fort Monroe, Mny 27, 18G4.
Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH.

Commnnding Eiuhteenth Army Corps:
SIR: Agreeably to your request, I called yestul'day on Lieutenant

Colonel Stewart, Ninth New Jerl:ley Volunteers, and Captain Law
rence, Ninth New J ersey Volunteers. I found Captain Lawrence too
weak to tell me anything eohcrcntly. Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart
avers that early in the morning'. beforc thc general attack was made,
the enemy made two cavalry attacks, anu then dismounted to try it
~gain, but he was not certain that they made the third attempt.
The first two attacks were handsomely repulsed. Colonel Stewart
reported each time to General Heckman.

Very respectfully, &c.,
F. U. FARQUHAR,

Captain, U. S. Engineers.
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MAY 27, 1864.
(Received 8 p. m.)

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, 18TH ARMY CORPS,
, , May 27, 1864.

The tents of this command will be struck and the troops held in
readiness to march.

By command of Brigadier-General Brooks:
THEODORE READ,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

General RINKS:
You and Colonel Duncan will come to these headquarters imme

diately. It is important that you get here as soon as you can.
BUTLER,

General.

Colonel SHAFFER:
Where is General Butler to-night?

MAy 27, 1864-8.45 p. m.

RINKS,
General.

General RINKs:
At his old headquarters. Come at once.

MAy 27, 1864,.
(Received 9.15 p. m.)

SHAFFER,
Colonel.

MAY 27, 1864-!1.05 p. m.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Comrnanding.

..

General KAUTZ:
I am informed that there is some trouble about your picket-line.

Please superintend in person the posting and instructing them, to
guard against surprise to-night.

GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPT. OF VA. AND N. C.,
No. 72. In the Field, Va., May 27, 1864. ,

Brig. Gen. G. ~. Shepley is hereby placed in command of the Dis
trict of Eastern Virginia, comprising Fortress Monroe, Yorktown,
Williamsburg, Norfolk, Portsmouth, and the Eastern Shore of Vir
ginia.

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
R. S. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

.'.. I--*--~
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May 27, 1864

Lieut. W. R. KING, U. S. Engineers:
Will you please inform me how the torpedoes, which were the

cause of the fearful accident yesterday, were conducted from the
the ordnance depot to the cars? Who was in charge of them, to
w.atch them while being loaded on the cars? In whose charge were
they while they were on the cars? .Were they carefully watched.
and in whose hands did they fall on their arrival at Batchelder's
Creek? It is reported now that these to~oes were placed in an
open wagon with no one but the driver WIth the wa~on; that they
were exposed dot the depot the same as barrels of proVIsions, and that
at Batchelder's Creek they were turned over to a party of negroes to
trundle into the commissary store-house, with no one to watch them.
I do not believe these storIes. and I wish you would give me a true
statement of all the circumRtal1ces as far as you know them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General.

H. W. HALLECK.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 28, 1864-4.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
Your letter of the 26th is received, and measures taken to imme

diately carry out your wishes.

WASHINGTON, May 28, 1864-10.10 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
Nothing will leave here for Port Royal after 12 o'clock to-morrow.

It is ex:peeted that e'\"erythin~ for the Army of the Potomac and·
everytlung from that armr wIll have reached that point by June 1,
when General AbercromhIe has been directed to break up the depot
and transfer it to the Pamunkey. It is presumed that General
Smith will have reached there by that time.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of staff.

HEADQUART1l:RS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864-3.45 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Oommanding Second Cm-ps :

As General Burnside will hardly be up this side of the river to
day, General Warren has occupied an independent position-that is.
he has closed in his right to the river, along a little stream marked
on the map as rising near Mrs. Edwards'. I send[you a map with



268 OPERATIONR IN SE. VA. ANI) N. C. [CIUP. XLVIn.

the position of Warron indicated roughly by a broken pencil line.
Please return the map to me. I do not know your line further than
that it is to be on Wrig,ht's left, and send you this sketch, as it may
modify your left until~urnside comes up.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Ohief of 6'taff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864-7.45 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK, . .
Oommanding Second Oorps:

I received .your disratch respecting the connection of your line
with General Warren s and your advanced brigade, which I referral}
to Genet'al Meade, but as yet have received no directions respecting
the matter.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
J-fay 28, 1864-10.30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
The major-general commanding directs me to say that you should

either withdraw your hrigade at Haw's Shop or advance your line
to that point. He considers it desirable that your position should
cover the road from Haw':; Shop pa.st Dr. Pollard's, in order that the
road may be used for movements of troops, but if in your judg
ment your present line gives a better position than the more all
vanced one retain it. General Burnside is ordered to move from
the vicinity of Hanovertown bridge to Haw's Shop at early day
light and take position with his right on your left. and extend so as
to cover the road from Haw's Shop past Norman·s. Warren will
throw forward his whole line to correspond and (;over the left flank.
Information received from prisoners and deserters leads to the bdief
that the enemy is in strong force in our front and may assume the
offensive to-morrow morning, and the commanding general enjoins
great vigilance from an early hour to-morrow.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
jf(fJor-General (Oul Ohief of StajJ:

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 28, 1864-11.45 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS.
Ohief of Staff:

I have decided to withdraw the advanced brigade at Haw's Shop,
as I do not consider it practicable to get the troops 011 as new and as
good a line of battle as the present at an early hour to-morrow.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
j{ajor-Cleneral, C011l11l8.nding.
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECONO ARMY CORPS,
May i8, 1864.

Division commanders are directf'd to have the meu under arms fl,4-,

daylight, and to see that t11f\ picket-lines are well estahlished and
properly commanded. Information is received to thenffect that the
eneuIY IS in strong forct\ and may tl.'il'lUmn tho offflusive to-morrow
morning. Good roads for artillery must btl made in rpar of and
along the line. Rifle-pits should he arranged to allow infantry and
artillery to pass in and out at roach! lfwling'to the front.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER.

Assistant Adjut~tnt-Ge1teral.

MAY 2H, 1864.
General BIRNEY:

General Hancock directs that you move up to th(\ Hanover Court
House road aud form on General Barlow's right. Tlworderly will
guide yOll to the cross-road.

C. H. MORGAN.
Lieutennnt-Colonel mul Chipf of Stqtf.

MA Y 28, 1864-12.30 p. m.
(Jeneral WARREN:

Captain Livermore reports tho pontoon train to havl' .pal;~;pd lU'll.d
quarters at 9.30 a. m. It is prohahly at the riv(w by thu! tinlt'. ])c.
you want the canvas pontoon taken up at unce and }"('plaeod ~

W. A. ROEBLING-.
~Majur and Aid{~-de-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 18fi4--i.:30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Until the arrival of Gelll~ra.l Burnside you must extflllll as much

as possible to the right to eover the spaep 110 will oc('npy wllell ho
comes up. Did you relieve General RusHoll this morning? If so, at
what hour?

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-Geupral.

If there is a great space between yon and Hancock, 3.<; Burnside
cannot be up to-night, yon must be prepared to move up in CURe yOll
are wanted.

GEO. G. MEADE,
~Jr[ajor-Gene mI.

HEADQU}-RTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864-10.:30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

General Burnside is ordered to move at early daylight to-morrow
to vicinity of Haw's Shop, and take position, with bis right on Han-

,
-.J..!'~ _
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cock's left, in that vicinity, and extend to cover the road from HaW's
Shop past Norman's. The major-general commanding directs that
you throw forward your line early to-morrow morning so as to con
tinue the position covering that road from Burnside's left to the
Totopotomoy, arid cover the left flank on that creek. He directs that
you make your lines the shortest practicable consistent with the
~round, so as to have troops availaole for other purposes than hold
mg the rifle-pits thrown uT!. General Burnside has similar instruc
tions. Information derived from prisoners a.nd deserters induces the.
belief that the enemy is in strong force in front, and may assume
the offensive to-morrow. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS
Major-General nnd Chief of Staff.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864-11 p. m. (Received 11.15 p. m.)

Major-General WARREN:
A construction party will be at your present headquarters early

to-morrow morning to extend the liue to your new position. Please
give the party the necessary instructions. Inform them how to
reach General Burnside's headquarters.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 28, 1864.

The major-general commanding directs that men found straggling
away from the column be brought back by shooting at them.

By command of Major-General Warren:
S. M. MORGAN,

.Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
Parnunkey River, May 28, 1864-7.30 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I have the honor to report that the head of my column has arrived

a.nd is now being massed, awaiting the completion of the bridge,
which is nearly finished. The river is too deep for fording, and no
communication has been yet had with the other side.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Comrnanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
1Y[rs. Hundley's, May 28, 1864-8.20 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
My troops are crossing the bridge and massing this side, prepara

tory to taking position. Crump's Creek and Swamp are no obstacles
to infantry, according to the report of the cavalry, their skirmishers
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havin~ moved over both without difficulty. So far as I can 800,
there 18 no good position for covering the flank of the line, but I
shall learn more definitely soon. as I am just going out to examine
the ground. The two roads from Hanover Court-House crossing
Crump's Swamp are said to be very good.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
Dr. Pollard's, May 28, 1864-11.50 a. m.

Major-General HUHPHREYs:
. Your dispatch • of --a. m. received. One division of my troops
is in position, and the second, which, with the artille7' has been de
layed by some accident to the bridge, will soon be. have two bri
gades and three batteries on west of Crump's Creek: the remainder
will be on this side. It was absolutely Assential to the safet~ of the
right flank to hold the other side of Crump's Creek in consIderable
strength.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

IlEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864-10.30 p. m.

Major-General WRIGHT:
The major-general commanding directs me to say taat the enemy

is in strong force about 1 mile in your front, and it appears probable
may assume the offensive to-morrow. He enjoins great vigilance on
your part, and especially before and at daylight and the early hours
of morning.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and C}tief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864-9.45 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Oommatuling Ninth Corps:

. The major-general commanding directs that you move at early
daylight to-morrow morning by the road from Hanovertown to
Haw's Shop (J>rinted on the map Harris' Shop), and take position
with your right connected with General Hancock's left, at or in the
vicinIty of Haw's Shop, and your left extended so as to cover the
road running from Haw's Shop_past Norman's to the Totopotomoy,
as far as your line extends. General Warren, whose line is now
nearly a mile in .r~ar of this road, will throw forward his line and
continue the posItIon from your left to the Totopotomoy, and extend
so as to cover the left flank. The major-general commanding
directs that you will make your front as short as the nature of the

*Not found.
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ground will admit, so as to have a force available for other purposes
than the defense of the line of rifle-pits, whieh should be thrown up
immediately u:pon your occupancy of the ground. Information re
ceived from pnsoners and others leads to the belief that a large part
of Lee's army is already in our front, and the commanding general
desires to have the army in position, intrenched, at the earliest possi
ble moment.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ch-ief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
~[ay 28, 1864-11 p. m.

General A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I have the honor to report that one divillion of my command is
now in camp on the south side of the Pamunkey, and the others are
corning in. There was considerable delay caused in getting them
across the bridge, in eonsequence of the cutting of one of the trains
of the Fifth Corps just before the column reached the hridge. I
think the road is now clear, and I hope to get the last of the com
mand in camp by 1 o'clock. My headquarters are between those of
General Warren and the bridge.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

A. E. BURNSIDE.

'ARTILLERY HDQRS., ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 28, 1864.

Capt. JOHN EDWARDS,
Cornrnanding Reserve ArliUery, Ninth Corps:

CAPTAIN: Your report of yesterday is just received. General
Meade directs that you take your command to 'Vashington, either
by water, if transportation can be procured at Port Royal, or that
you march across the country, via Dumfries. If it is not considered
safe for you to march, you will telegra:ph to Washington for an es
cort. There is telegraphic commulllcation from Port Conway.
You will have to be ferried across at Port Royal. Look out for
yourself, and get across the river as soon as you can.

Respectfully, &c., .
HENRY J. HUNT,

Brigadier-General and Ohief of Artillery.

CIRCULAR] HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 28, 1864.

The order of march to-day will be as follows: First. the wagon
train, in charge of sufficient guards to assist them; second, General
Willcox's divIsion; third, General Potter's division; fourth, Gen
eral Crittenden's division. General Crittenden will instruct his rear
l:,J'Uards to force up all stragglers. General Willcox will start at6.30
o'clock, or as soon thereafter as the road is well clear of wagons.
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The Thirty-fifth Massachusetts will, under the direction of Major
Morton, repair the ford over Reedy Swamp and build a foot bridge..
The attentIOn of division commanders is called to the direction given
to have an efficient officer constantly in charge of their trains.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 28, 1864.

Brigadier-General POTTER,
C01nmanding Second Division:

GENERAL: The ~eneral commanding directs that you hold your
command in readmess to move at 6 o'clock this morning. The
crossing has been secured at Hanovertown by the Sixth Corps, and
the cavalry are pushing out on all the ~oads leading to Richmond.
If possible, arrangements will be made to place you either in the ad
vance or center.

I am, general, your 0bedient servant,
EDWARD M. NEILL,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
\ May 28, 18u4-u. p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff :

GENERAL: Rebel prisoner reports Ewell's and Longstreet's corps
4 miles from here, where they saw them marching to keep 'pace or
head off our army. A negro who left Richmond this mornmg saw
large trains near Shady Grove, also large number of infantry. My
losses to-day will be about 350. I am bringing a lar~e number of
rebels, wounded. I found a number of Springfield nfles, all new
and most of them broken at the small of the stock.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, C01nmanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 2~, 1~64.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Uomnw,nding Second Cat'nl1'y Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you move
your command and take positioJl at Haw's Shop. You will then have
your command in readiness to make· a reconnaissance. The general
directs- that you hold the points you now have on the Totopotomoy
Creek.

J AS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

18 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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P. H. SHERIDAN,
j-[ajor-General, Commanding Cavalry Corps.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
l1fay 28, 1864.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that the Thir
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, on joining yourdivision, be dismounted
and its horses turned over to the dismounted veterans of your com-
mand. .

C. KINGSBURY, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. THIRD CAVALRY DIV., CAVALRY CORPS,
Mangohick, Va., May 28, 1864-2.30 p. m.

Lieut. Col. J. W. FORSYTH,
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps:

COLONEL: A very intelligent man from the First South Carolina
Volunteer Infantry has jl1l3t come into my command, having left
Hanover Junction this morning at 6 a. m. He is communicative
and says there are no troops of any kind north of the South Anna,
all having left last night, as he heard, for Ashland Station. His
division, commanded by Colonel Hunt, Early's corps, left the in
trenchments about 1 o'clock yesterday. He saw at least six brigades
marching out toward Ashland on Wednesday or Thursday night,
and understood that the intentions of this movement was to prepare
for an anticipated movement on our part across the PamuDkeyat
Littlepage's or Old Hanovertown. There has been talk among Lee's
army for several days that this would probably be Grant's next
movement, and that the result would be a great battle somewhere
between the stage road from Mechanicsville to Piping Tree Ferry
and Ashland Station. It was his impression, 'from the fact that
intrenching tools had been issued, the country" would be fortified and
the old policy pursued. I send the man, Hancock, to your head
quarters. He is a citizen of Virginia and well acquainted with the
country on the Tuckahoe, where his wife resides. He wishes to get
her out and can probably be made useful as a guide if any operations
are pushed in that direction. I have sent an application to have
Captain Andrews, Eighth Infantry, detailed for duty with me.
Cogswell agrees to the detail. Please approve and request it.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[Indorsement.]

Respectfully forwarded, for information of major-general com
malldmg.

HEADQ"Q"ARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Camp nenr Na1'y-Ynrd, lVoBhingfon, Ma,y 28, 1864-6 a. m.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adj1dant-Gf"'neral, Army of the Potomac:

Your dispatch of yesterday received about 11 p. m., and the trans
portation called for at once, that previously held in hand having
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been used for the wounded. I am a little uncertain, as it is not men
tioned in your orders, if you wish the material specially ordered to
be roo.dy by the last of April, or my regimental and sie~e tool teams,
but to make sure shall take them unloss you countermand them
before I leave here.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General.

PORT ROYAL, ltfay 2~, 1864.
General BENHAM: .

Please send 400 chesses, 500 balk lashin~, 2 coil cables, and 25
long balks. Please have the above shipped to White HOUSfl.

H. V. SLOSSON,
Oaptain, Fifteenth New York Volunteer Engineers.

MANGOHICK CHURCH, VA.,
ltfay 28, 1864-7 a. m.

Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,
Port Royal, Va.:

The army is now at and near Hanovertown, ann everything com
ing forward to it you will please send to that place and by way of
that place.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 28, 1864-10 a. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,

Pm·t Royal, Ya. ;
. Nothing will be sent from here to Port Royal after 12 o'clock to

morrow. Troops will be retained to guard I~t trninA to the army.
It is expected that everything from the army will have arrived by
the 1st of June, and that your depot will then be broken up and
transferred to the York and Pamunkey. Veteran Reserve guards
will be taken with you. Illinois cavalry will be sent back.

H. W. HALLECK,
..Yajor-General and Ohief of Staff.

PORT ROYAL, May 28, 1864-10.15 p. m.
Major-General HALLECK,

Chi-tj of {3fuff:
Troops as follows have reported to-day and will be sent forward

with a large supply train: Colonel Howard's Second Maryland V01
unteers, 160 men; Major Addicks' One hundred and fifty-seventh
Pennsylvania Volunteers. 250 men: Colonel Winslow'A FIfth New
York; 300.; Colonel Grimshaw's Fourth Df'lawal'E', fj1:l; llitf,;rent
detachments, about 850; in all, 2,078. Seven hUIltIn',1 men, dIffm'
ent detachments in a battalion, commanded by Captain Pea:>e,
Seventeenth Infantry, went forward this a. m., ~arding a. tr:am.
Fredericksburg was a1;>audoned this a. m. ; the garl'lson has arnved



276 OPERATIONS IN fOE. VA. AND N. C. [('!lAP. XI.VIn.

HEADQUARTER8,
Port RmJal, Va., May 28, 1864•

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, Va., May 28,1864.

·here. The WOllllded at the Wilderness safely brought in and
shipped, with the exception of some at Robertson's Tavern, within
the enemy's line. Those from Milford are all in. An empty train
on its way from the army was attacked 4 miles from here by a
small band of guerrillas, 1 or 2 men slightly wounded. Thirteen
wagons were destroyed. This, I think; was owin~ to want of pre
caution on the part of the guard. Some of the mules belon~ng

to the train escaped and came in, Colonel Cesnola, Fourth New
York Cavalry, who has just arrived from Fredericksburg, reports
a force of rebel cavalry, supposed to consist of two regiments under
General Rosser, in that neIghborhood. One of the Ninth Virginia
Cavalry captured by my scouts to-day. By the 30th I hoP,t! to aban
don this place for the Pamunkey. Colonel Clendenin WIll thpn re
turn by land with the Illinois cavalry to Washington. The whole
of the Invalid Battalion will have to be transported to the White
HOUl.,e by water, as the march from Bf:llle Plain has completely
knocked them up. I have received no instructions from General
Grant since my arrival here until this evening, when he telegraphed
an order to move everything by Hanovertown.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier- General, Cmnrnanding.

. Brig. Gen. JOHN A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have your communication of 26th instant, in rela
tion to officers of the Fourth U. S. Infantry. I expect to leave
this place on 30th instant, for White House, Va. There shall be no
delay in forwarding these officers to their regiment. Seven hundred
and fifty men went forward to the Army of the Potomac this a. m.,
guarding a train; 2,650 men, in battalIons and detachments, leave
here in the morning for the front, with a large train. This leaves
me, for the protection of the depot, about 1,400 men (infantry), 700 of
whom are from Invalid Corps, and cannot march; the rest are
detachments from many regiments that I have organized and made
serviceable. Also two batteries artillery and 2,000 cavalry, mounted
and dismounted, the latter serving as infantry. All will be mounted
at White House and sent forward to you. The garrison of Freder
icksburg has just arrived, about 3,000 strong-1,OOO cavalry, and
2,000 infantry. stragglers, squads from Camp Distribution, &c.
These will be forwarded shortly.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assist.ant. Adjutant-Gpneral:

GENERAL: I regret very much the vontoon train could not be sent
to you much sooner, but two substantIal reasons have rendered the
delay unavoidable. When your order was received, one of the trains
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had not arrived from Fredericksburg. and the other afforded the
only means we had of lauding- supplieH, which, I uuderst.and, are very
much needed by tho army. Again, having uo animals, I have been
compelled to take the horses from reserve artillery here, to haul it
out, and before they could be used, it was necessary to U8e the Fred
ericksburg train or boats, to cross the horses from the opposite side
of the river.

Very respectfully, yOUl." obedient servant,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Briyadier-Genercil, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY FORCES,
Port Royal, Va., May 28, 1864.

Capt. RoBERT L. ORR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Genercil:

CAPTAIN: In conformity with orders from your headquarters,
dated 25th instant, I have the honor to report that I started from
Port Conway for Fredericksburg at 10 a. m., same date, with 300
men from the Fourth New York Cavalry. I arrived at Fredericks
burg at 3 p. m. and reported as ordered to Colonel Schriver, military
governor of Fredericksburg. He had just been relieved, and I
found in his place Colonel Staunton, Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry. He gave me instructions to proceed at 5 a. m.
on the 27th for the Wilderness, with a detachment of the Twenty
second New York Cavalry, one sq.uadron of the First Rhode Island
Cavalry, and 500 infantry, which, mcludingmy- command, numbered
a force of 1,000 men, the object of the expedItion being that of re
covering our wounded men left in the woods within the enemy's lines.
I arrived at the Wilderness at 12 m. on the 27th, without any seri
ous opposition. encountering a few of the enemy's scouts on the plank
road at Chancellorsville, who were immediately dispersed by a squad
ron of the Fourth New York. I arrested several prowlers, who
would give no satisfactory account of themselves, who were lurking
around in the woods. As soon as I arrived at the place where our
wounded were, the surgeon in charge of the ambulances, with great
activity, had them comfortably placed therein; the surplus ambu
lances were used to bring away all serviceable Government property,
destroying that which could not be transported. After recovering
our wounded, my orders confined me to act as an escort and protec
tion to the ambulances, yet having more troops than were needed
for this pUl'p'0se, and bemg anxious to ascertain the whereabouts of
the enemy, If an)', I advanced the Fonrth New York Cavalry to a
point where the plank road forks. On each of these roads I sent a
sq.uadron, and after proceeding a short distance met the enemy's
pIckets on the road leading to Germanna Ford, which were driven
m. An encampment was here discovered which was afterward
ascertained by prisoners taken to be a portion of Hampton's com
mand, supposed to number 500 men. It was also ascertained that
Germanna Ford was picketed hy General Rosser's forces, but where
the main portion of his troops lay could not be discovered. I am
sorry to say some 400 more of our wounded men yet remain in
the hands of the enemy, farther in their lines. I started with my
command at 2 p. m., and arrived safely with the wounded and the
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HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, Ma.y 28, 1864-7.15 p. m.

whole of my forces at Fredericksburg in the evening. The next
morning, according to your order, started for Port- Royal, taking the
south side of the Rappahannock, where I arrived at 6 p. m.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DI CESNOLA,

Commanding Ca'!XU1'1j Forces.

HEADQUARTERS SAINT MARY'S DISTRICT,
Point Lookout, ltfd., May 28, 1864.

Maj. R. S. DAVIS,
ASttistant A(Uutant-General, Fort ltfonroe, Va. :

MAJOR: I respectfully ask permission to make another raid with
300 men into VIrginia to procure horses and other property much
needed in the quartermaster's department here, and on our contra
band farms on the Patuxent. My last expedition, May 11, was suc
cessful. Another regiment is to report here. If th~ major-general
commanding approves, I would lik~ to make these raids whenever it
appears to be necessary. .

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. A. G. DRAPER,

Colonel Thirty-sixth U. S. Colored T1'(jops, Commaluling.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 28,1864-10 a. m.
Major-General BUTLER,

Bermuda Hundred: -
- General Grant's order was to White House. I cannot make any

change. Probably General Smith can communicate with him from
West Point by express sent up north side of the river.

H. W. HALLECK,
ltlaJor-General and Chief of Staff.

Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of Wa.r:

As I informed General Halleck in my dispatch of 8.30 of May 26,
I had already got my best troops into a movable column for the pur
pose of offensive operations. My defensive line is in such position
as to be safe to leave it with the dismounted cavalry, the invalids,
and a few good troops. I found that the rebels had uncovered Peters
burg, and its importance as a depot to them cannot be overrated. I
had proposed to attack the place to-morrow morning, with every
prospect of success, but the imperative orders transmitted through
General Halleck, and the arrival of the transportation, although not
sufficient, in my judgment, but yet sufficient to begin with, rendered
necessary a change of order. General Smith embarks to-night. I
have now left here one division and two regiments of infantry,
invalids, dismounted cavalry, and artillery. Much of the light
artillery I shall send away as soon as mr. transports return. I
regret exceedingly tho loss of this opportumty upon Petersburg.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
MaJor-General.
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HIIlADQUARTERS,
In tlte Fidd, May :!H, 1864.

My DEAR WILSON:
You do not seem to have received my letter of May 7. I therefore

inclose a copy of it.· After very conslderable experience with Gen
eral Gillmore I see no cause to alter any suggestion iu it. You will
allow me to say that there is not a word of truth in the report about
Gillmore's sUPr?sed advice to me in regard to fortifying our lines
before Drewry s Bluff. I have his written contradiotion of it, which
I have forwarded to the Evening Post, where the story was started
by an officer of his command for his own self-glorification. I am
convinced, and I think it is the judgment of any well judging officer.
that General Gillmore is not fit for the command he exercises. I
take leave to inclose to you also a copy of our correspondence and
a copy of the newspaper article, which you may not have seen.

I am, truly, yours, .
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Maj. Gen., Comdg. Dept. of rirginia and N. Carolina..

WASHINGTON, May 28, 18G4-12 noon.
Generals BUTLER and GILLMORE:

The Richmond and Danvillo and the Richmond and Gordonsville
Railroads are 5 feet gauge, and the other roads west of Richmond
are 4 feet Sf inches gauge. The roads in North Carolina are 4 feet
8t inches. If you can keep the road between Richmond and Hicks
ford cut anywhere, it will prevent the rebels from withdrawing the
rolling-stock on the Virginia railroad. In the removal of this roll
ing-stock they can afford to make a desperate struggle,and it is worth
much to prevent their success.

M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General.

FORT MONROE, VA., ltIay 2R, 18G4-11 a. m.
. (Received 11.15 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. D. H. RUCKER,
Chief Quartermaster:

Your dispatch in cipher received. You are mistaken. We have
no forage afloat at thiS place, and but three or four days' supply in
store for animaJs in vicinity. Lieutenant Webster reports forage
afloat at the front, and the requisitions of General Butler for reserve
supply, about which I telegraphed you and Quartermaster-General,
are but partially filled, and Colonel Shaffer, chief of staff, is writing
daily to hurry up the remainder. Am sure General Butler will not
consent to wlthdrawal of any forage from Bermuda, and General
Meigs informed me in conversation that large reserve supplies
should be held there. Therefore, no supply for,Army of the Poto
mac should be expected from here, unless sent additional to myesti
mates. I have but one York and Pamunkey River pilot now here.
The rest are up the James. They and the water transportation are

* See Butler to Wilson, Part II, p. fil8.



280 OPERATIONS IN RE. VA. AND N. C. [CIUP. XLVlII.

BERMUDA, May 28, 1864.

engaged in movement now taking place. I will collect as many as
possible at Yorktown and place them under charge of the quarter
master there, to be ready when called for.

HERMAN BIGGS.
Chief Quartermaster.

~ORT MONROE, VA., Maif 28, 1864-5 p. m.
(Received 6 p. m.)

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL U. S. ARMY:
All our water transportation is up James River, and I ~resume

our troops are aboard. Sent the Helen Getty, with 2 pIlots, to
Captain Pitkin, and the stern-wheel General Howard to General
Ruckor. I will send more to General Rucker as soon as they arrive.

H. BIGGS,
Chief Quartermaster.

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of staff:

Transportation for about 20,000 men is now in the river; about
thirty steamers and twenty barges, all told.

C. E. FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Quartermaster.

BERMUDA, Ma.y 28, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER,

Chief of staff:
I am prepared to turn over to General Smith's qnartermaster

water transrortation for his command as soon as he is here to receive
it. Genera Ames' division is ready to embark.

GEO. S. DOpGE,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

BERMUDA, May 28, 1864.•
Col. J. W. SHAFFER,

Chief of staff:
In addition to the twenty-nine steamers just reported, I have

twenty-three single-deck barges and one double-deck ready for
service.

GEO. S. DODGE,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

BERMUDA, May 28, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER,

Chief of Staff:
Only one steamer reported from Washington.
By order:

GEO. S. DODGE,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.
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Colonel SHAFFER:

The dispatch boats were not
you.

By order:

BERMPDA, ~May 2R, 1R64.

included in the estimate forwarded

DODGE,
Oaptain.

G. D. SHELDON.

FORT MONROE, VA.. May 28, 1~G4.

(Received 12.15 p. ro.)

Captain A!.LEN,
Assistant Quart.ermasiPr:

The Pamunkey if' navigable for vessels of 5 to 5! feet draught as
far up as New Castle.

A. S. KIMBALL,
Captain, Assistant Quartermaster.

FORT MONROE, ltfay 28, 1864.

M~.Gen. B.F.BuTLER:
We must run telegraDh to reach Grant. Two rout€s are in view;

by the old road from Williamsburg direct to White House, thence
up north side of Pamunkey River, or aCross at Yorktown and up
north side York River, crossing the Mattapony to West Point and
thence up that peninsula. Will the commanding general indicate
which route he can best protect; and, also, give the necessary orders
for the protection and assistance in the work? It must be done ll,S

soon as possible.

FORT MONROE, ]fay 28, 1864..

Major-General BUTLER:

Since sending my dispatch GenerafHalleck has given his opinion
that the north side of York River is best route, as it can be guarded
by small force. .

G. D. SHELDON.

FORT MONROE, VA., May 28, 1864.

[:Major EcKERT:]
On consulting General Carr. commanding at Yorktown and Will

iamsbttrg, he says: "It would be practicable to run a telegraph from
Gloucester to West Point if the country was occupied by our forces.
I think the old road from Williamsburg to West Point the best." I
fear we will be troubled to get guards by either road, as everything
appears to be absorbed by present movements.

G. D. SHELDON.
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GILLMORE'S,
!Jay 28, 1864.

GILLMORE'S,
May 28, 1864.

FLAG-SHIP SIGNAL STATION,
May 28, 1864-11.30 a. m.

GILLMORE'S,
May 28, 1864:.

GILLMORE'S,
May 28, 1864.

Major-General BUTLER:
I have not seen Colonel Serrell since you issued the order to him

to report to General Wild. The order was sent to him at once and
Major Graef was in command of regiment yesterday and is to-tlay.

"I presume the colonel obeyed the order at once and is now with Gen- .
eral Wild. Shall I send and ascertain?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-Uenerat.

P. S.-I have just heard that Colonel Serrell did go to General
Wild yesterday.

. Q. A. G.

Lieut. Col. G. A. KENSEL,
Assistant Inspector-General:

'I.'here are in position on the line of defense eight light batteries.
Seven batteries are in reserve and six 12-pounder mountain howitzers.

R. H. JACKSON,
L-ieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Artillery.

General TERRY:
Cavalry and wagons in considerable number have passed during

the last hour or two from about Cox's toward your front.
LEE,

Admiral.

12.40 P. M.

Respectfully forwarded for General Butler's information.
Q. A. GILLMORE,

. Major-General.

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

How many men, roughly estimated, are here to hold the line from
James River to Appomattox? I merely want the round numbers~

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

Major-General BUTLER:
The reorganization of Ames' and Turner's divisions, Tenth Corps..

under strange commanders, will materially diminish the efficiency
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MAY 28, 1HG4-5,45 p. m.

of those divisions. On this ground, and thi!~ only, I earnestly re
qu~t that no steps of the kiwI btl takpn or allowed. Gmwra.ls Ames
and Tunler are educated, accomplished, and efficient soldiers, and
have the entire confidence and the most zealous and enthUlliastic co
operation of the officers and men of their commands at all times.
This frequent change of general officers is ruinous to all efficiency.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General, Coonmanding.

Ma.jor-General GILLMORE:
You will cause two 30-pounder Parrotts from the line and 200

rounds of ammunition therefor to be at abutment of pontoon
bridge across the Appomattox on this side at 8 to-morrow morning.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 27. f In the lPield, near Hatcher's, Va., Jfay 2H, 1R64.
• • • • • • •

III. The following-named light batteries are hereby organized into
brigades to he commanded as follows: Battery M, First U. S. Ar
tillery; Battery C, Third Rhode Island Artillery, and the Thirtl
third New Yol'k Light Battery, to be commanded by Chpt. L. .
Langdon, of the First U. S. Artillery. Battery B, First U. S. Ar
tillery; Battery D, First U. S. Artillery, and the Fourth New Jer
sey Light Battery, to be commanded by Capt. S. S. Elder, of the
First U. S. Artillery. The brigade commanders above designated
will report at once to Brigadier-General Terry.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

Oapt., 47th New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 28. In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va., jlfay 28,1864.

1. In obedience to instructions from department headquarters, the
following batteries are hereby ordered to re~ort immediately for duty
to Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, commanding Eighteenth Anny Corps:
Battery B, First U. S. Artillery ; Battery L, Fourth U. S. Artillery ;
Battery A, Fifth U. S. Artillery.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmoce:
ED. W. SMITH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. FIRST NEW YORK VOL. ENGINERRS,
In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va., May 28, 1864.

Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE,
Omnmanding Tenth Army Corps:

GRNRRAL: I have the honor to 'report that one line of wire entan
glement along the intrenchments from Batteries No.1 to No. G, was
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placed last night in conformity with your orders, except a short dis
tance across the swamps between Batteries No.1 and No.2, which
is being done now. ..

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant, .

F. E. GRAEF,
Major First New York Vol. Engineers, Comdg.

GENERAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. 1ST DIV., 10TH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Curtis', V"a.,

No.9. May 28, 1864.
The light batteIies of the Second and Third Divisions, of the

Tenth Corps, having been brigaded and ordered to report to the
brigadier-general commanding for duty, by Special Orders, No: 27,
paragraph III, current series, headquarters Tenth Army Corps, the
senior officer of the artillery of this command, Capt. L. L. Lang
don, First U. S. Artillery, is announced as chief of artillery on the
staff of the division commander, vice Capt. Alfred P. Rockwell,
First Connecticut Light Battery, relieved.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry: .
ADRIAN TERRY,

Assistant Adjulant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, }
No. 25.
• •

HDQRS. 1ST DIV., 10TH ARMY CORPS,
Bermuda Hundred, Va., Jfay 28, 1864.

• • * • *
VII. The light batteries of this division, viz, First Connecticut

Light Battery, Fifth New Jersey Light Battery, Light Company E,
Third U. S. Artillery, are hereby organized into a brigade under the
command of Capt. Alfred P. Rockwell, First Connecticut Light
Battery, to whom the commanding officer of the two batteries last·
mentioned will report at once.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:
• • • • • • *

A. TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, TENTH A.RMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., May 28, 1864.

Colonels ALFORD and BARTON:
COLONEL: By direction of major-general commanding Eighteenth

Army Corps, you will report in person immediately to General Mar
tindale. commanding Second Division, Eighteenth Army Corps.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
P. A. DAVIS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HAN6VERTOWN, VA., May 28,1864-1 p. m.
Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH, Com.dg. Eightepnth Corps:

The Army of the Potomac is now crossing to the south side of the
Pamunkey River, and massing at this place. The most of it has al
ready crossed. You will leave a garrisOli at the White House until
it is relieved by General Abercrombie's command from Port Royal,
and 'with the remainder of your command move direct to New CWl
tIe, on the south side of the Pamunkey, and there await further or
ders. Order the garrison left by you at White House, on being reo
lieved, to follow after and join you.

By command of Lieutenant-Gen~ralGrant:
. JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 28,1864-2.30 p. m.
Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH, Via Fort Monroe:

General Grant directs that on reaching White House you will put
the railroad bridge there in condition for crossing troops and artil
lery and leave a force sufficient to hold it. Ask General Butler to
give you artillery enough for that purpose. The railroad bridge
corps will immedIately leave Alexandria with men and materials for
executing the work. As soon as you occupy the place telegraph
here your progress in ascending the river and landing.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 28, 1864-10.30 p. m. (Received 6.15 a. m. 29th.)

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT:
Am now embarking. I will proceed as rapidly as possible to West

Point or White House, according as I find It best to land, to secure
the railroad bridge at White House. I have three batteries, all I
deem necessary, and all certainly that I have transportation for. I
will telegraph my progress from time to time, but I shall send a bri
~ade on fast steamer and a battery of artillery to secure the bridge
1U advance of my arrival with the main body.

WM. F.' SMITH,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTER8,
In the Field, May 28, 1864-1 p. m.

General SMITH:
The artillery you desire shall be ordered to report to you. I have

doubts upon the subject of that picket-line of General Hinks. I
think it had better be from Broadway up to Spring Hill so as not to
excite attention, and you can mass your troops between it. Then
let General Rinks go- forward in the mormng and cal'ture the
pickets, if possible, as you go ahead. I have asked General Weitzel
to confer with you uIJOn that subject. .

Very respectfully, yours,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.
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WM. F. SMITH,
Major~General.

MAY 28, 1864-2.30 p. m.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-Geneml, CO'Inrnanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 28, 1864.

•

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
I In the Field. Va., },[ay 28, 1864.

Maj. Gen. B, F. BUTLER,'
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina:

GENERAL: I would respectfully request that the chief of depart
ments on your staff send all instructions affecting the sUlJplies for
my command through these headquarters, as such instructIOns often
conflict with those given by me.

I have ·the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

General SMITH:
As Petersbur~ is noW uncovered you will take your mov q ble col

umn, prepared for that purpose, and cross the river by the wntoon
bridge and attack Petersburg. General Hinks will aid you with his
brigade of troops according to the plan verbally agreed upon last
night.

MAY 28, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER,

Com.manding Department of Virginia, &c. :
GENERAL: I have the honor to request that the orders for the

movement of to-morrow, for my command, may be furnished tqme
~night in writing.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General SMITH.
Cmnmanding Eighteenth Corps:

The transportation for your column having arrlvea, although in
my judgment not sufficient, yet, in consequence of imperative
orders from GeneratGrant, your column will move to his assist.ance.
You will use the utmost expedition in embarking and getting on.
If you desire any cavalry to accompany you, please designate what
regiment or battalion. I grieve much that this weakneRs of the
Army of the Potomac has called the troops away, just as we were
taking the offensive, and that the attack on Petersburg, which was
agreed on to take place to-morrow morning, must be abandoned,
but it, is so ordered, and, however. against our wishes and judgment,
we must obey. I propose to ~ive you every faeility in going off.
You will have to use great eautJOn in going up the Pamunkey and
in getting into White House. The torpedoes in the water, or a
well arranged surprise on land, would bring your expedition to grief.
As you will not have the advantage in going away which we had in
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BUTLER,
Major- General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 28, 1864.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General, Commanding.

FLAG-SHIP SIGNAL STATION, •
May 28,1864-10.30 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS HINKS' DIVISION,
City Puint, Va., May 2H, 1864.

coming, your destination will be exactly known by the rebels the
moment you start. Indeed th£lY have heretofore predicted it in
their newspapers.

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

.MaJor-General, Commanding.

Major-General SIUTH :
Would it not be better to send Onderdonk's cavalry, or a portion

of it, who are still mounted, instead of Cole's, to assist General
Hinks in the picket duty?

MAY 28, 1864-.
Major-General BUTLER,

Gomdg. Depm-tment of Virginia and North Carolina:
GENXRAL: I think it would be better to send a portion of Colonel

Onderdonk's command, mounted, to assist General Hinks iu his
picket duty.

Respectfully; &c.,

FLAG-SHIP SIGNAL STATION,
Jfay 28, 1864-8.30 p. m. (Received 9.07 p. m.)

Major-General SMITH:
There are only two gun-boats at Yorktown. Only one could get

uP... if there are no torpedoes to prevent. The Morse was lately there
aud will aid you if you wish.

LEE,
Admiral.

Major-General SMITH :
Your message to-night i~ tho first official notice I had of your

movement. I have just orrlortlll one gun-boat and two armed tugs
to join Captain Babcock at Yorktown.

LEE,
Admiral.

Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTJ.ER,
Comdg. Dept. J'irginia and North Carolina, in the Field:

GBNERAL: It is reported that on Sunday, the 22<1 instant, 2 men
pf the Twenty-second U. S. Colored Infantry, who were captured.
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by the enemy on the 21st instant, in the attack on Fort Powhatan,
were shot to death in Petersburg at a place called the" Gallows,"
designated for the execution of condemned crinllnals. Five other
prisoners have been captured from this division since it has been in
occupation of points upon the James River, of whose fate nothing is
known at these headquarters. I respectfully request that investiga
tion may: be had to ascertain if the above-mentioned report is true,
and to determine what dispo~itioll has been made of the other 5
prisoners alluded to. I also request that Private Reaton, of the
Twenty-fourth Virginia Regiment, who was captured on the 18th
instant, and all the prisoners captured from General Fitzhugh Lee,
at Wilsou's Wharf, Oll the 18th 111stant, be held for execution in re
taliation for the murder of the soldiers of the Twenty-second Regi
ment, and of any other soldiers of this division who have met with
a like fate, if the above report is proved to be true.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWD. W. RINKS,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

General BUTLER:
No dispatch has been received.

any action?

General RINKS:
Nothing will be done to-night.

MAY 28,1864-5.30 p. m.

Ras one been .sent? Shall I take

RINKS,
General.

MAY 28, 1864.
(Received 7 p. m.)

Telegraphecl you at length.
BUTLER,

General.

READQUARTERS,
In the Field, May 28, 1864.

Genwal RINKS:
In consequence of the imperative orders to embark at once Gen~

eral Smith's column in· aid of General Grant, and the arrival of the
transportation therefor, the attack on Petersburg, from which wo
hoped so much, must be postpvned.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, COlllmaruling.

MAY 28, 1864.
(Received 9.45 p. m.)

General RINKS:
Four deserters from Fort Clifton, and works near there, have just

come in from across the river. They report Fort Clifton mount8
five guns-three 30-pounders and two field pieces. Another fort
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WM. F. SMITH,
,Major-General.

very ncar up the river mounts two 2~-poundUl"H. One Htill above
mounts one 3O-poumler. GarriHon of Fort Clifton only :Jon men.
Field-works extend from Fort Clifton to Swift Creek, along the high.
ground, with several forts on tho line. Much dissatisfaction among
the rebels there. Some 00 others wish to desert their rCbriments.
At Fort Clifton they fear those works at Spring Hill, which they say
are for the benefit of Fort Clifton. They expect to soo the woods ou
the bank cut and fire to open very soon. The dosertors also report
two heavy guus (200-1xmnders) gone down the river on this side,
leaving Petersburg ou the City Point road. One, a sergeant, says
he saw the bruns, and saw them leave in this direction. They were
said to be for the l'urpose of sinking the gun-boats on the James
River. The force 111 Petersburg they think quite small, but do not
really know. Works south of the CIty 8light. Report all valuables
being sent away from Petersburg. All railroads are repaired and
hard at work. I will send these men up in the morning. They 801'0

very intelligent, one au orderly sergeant.
AMES,

Colonel.

MA Y 28, 1864.
(Received 7.40 p. m.)

General HINKS:
Yon will please look out for Oen(\ral Martindale's command,

which will cross the Appomattox and march to City Point to-night.
Do not mistake them for the enomy.

MAY :ZS, lSG4-1O.30 p. m.
Majur-General SMITH:

Have reached City Point, and await orders.
J. H. MARTINDALE,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Hanovertown, May 29, 1864.

(Received 12.10 p. m. 31st.)
Major-General HALLECK, Washington, D. C.:

The army has been successfully crossed over the Pamunkeyand
now OCCUplCS a front about 3 miles south of the river. Yesterday
two diviSIOns of our cavalry had a severe engagement with the en
emy south of Ha.w's Shop~ driving him about 1 mile ou what appears
to be his new line. We will find out all about it to-day. Our loss in
the cavalry engagement was 350 killed and wounded. of whom but
44 are ascertained to have been killed. Having driveu the eilemy,
most of their killed and many of their wounded fell into our hands.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieute1u£7Lt-General.

HI R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HZADQUARTERS SECOND Conps,
May 29, 1864-3 p. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Ma,jar- General.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
Ge~eral Barlow has adva.nced 3 miles on the road from this point

and lias reached the forks leading to Hanover Court-House and to
Cold Harbor. He has passed the scene of yesterday's cavalry fight,
It miles. He neither sees nor hears of anything of the enemy.
From all I can learn I am under the impref.lsion the enemy has with
drawn behind the Chickahominy, but as yet this is only surmise.
Nothing reported from General Wright or Warren. No firing
hoo~. -

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HAW'S HOUSE, J[ay 29, 1864--3.30 p. m.
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT:

General Barlow reports meeting a skirmish line of the enem)r
supposed to be cavalry.. The people in the vicinity tell him there is
a hne of battle 1 mile ahead on Southard's Branch. Barlow is ad
vancing to ascertain the true state of the case.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

MAY 29, 1864:--4 p. m.
Major-General MEADE, &cond Corps Headqu.arf.e1·S .-

It will be well to keep the troops that have gone in search of the
enemy to the front and close up on them in the morning, or, if you
think their position unsafe, strengthen the front to-night. If
the enemy has gone behind the Chickahominy the trains should all
be brought to the south side of the Pamunkey in the morning.
Your dispatch of 3.30 just received since writing the above. If the
enemy is found in the position described by General Barlow, he had
better be supported before making the attack. They are probably
only covering whilst getting everything well ready to reCOlve us on
the south side of the creek.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HAw's SHOP, Jfay 29, 1864-5.15 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT:

General Barlow has mot the enemy in force about 4 miles from
this point. He reports artillery in position and infantry in rifle
pits. In accordance with your dispatch I have directed General
Hancock to support him, an~ he is now moving out with his corps.
General Griffin met the enemy about 1 mile from the Totopotomoy
on -the road to Shady Grove, and is now skirmishing with him. Gen
eral Warren is prepared to support him. General Wright reports his
reconnaissance heing within one-fourth mile 0;' the railroad. Han
over Court-Honse in sight; 0111y cavalry {lickets encountered. He
will be directed to hold his advance posItioll and snpport them if
necessary.

-..-:.:. ':~

.~'--
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ~

No. 146. f
* •

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Ma y 29, 181)4.

• • • • •
4. The battalions of the Fourth Now York Foot Artillerr' serving

with artillery brigades of the Fifth and Sixth Corps, wil join the
battalion of their re~imollt in tho Second Corps, and will be relioved
in their present dutIes b~ details from the foot artillery regiments
now with the Fifth and Sixth Corps.

By command of Major-Genoral Moado :
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
fl:[ay 29, 1864-9.10 a.. m.

Capt. C. E. PEASE,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., H('adquarter.~ Fifth, Co-r118:

General Burnside has not yet reached hero. If you cannot find
where his headquarters are likely to be, you can return. Let the
construction party await orders at General Warron's until they can
ascertain where General Burnside will be.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
j ..lay 29, 186-1-11 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant A~pdQ.nt-G('neral:

General Hancock and General Burnside desire that the construc
tion party run the wire out the main road from where General
Warren was this morning toward Haw's Shop. General Burnside
is noW here and says his headquarters will be at Thomas' house,
which is near the main road leading to Haw's Shop. Please tele
graph the construction party at General Warren's to push out the
wire at once. General Hancock's headquarters will be at or near
Haw's Store during the prewnt reconnaissance. Until the line
is run out to General Burnside dispatehes for General Hancock.
will have to be sent through General Wright's headquarters. If
you have any instructions for me I will await a reply here. Please
answer.

CHA8. E. PEASE,
Assistant A djutant-General.

HEADQUARTEHS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 2!l, 181i4-8 a. m.

Brigadier-.General PATRICK:
GENERAL: It is reported to me that therEl are a great many

Rtragglers recrossing the river a.t the bridges. You will imme<h
ately sond a guar<l down to eaeh of tllfl hri,lges to arrest all sneh per
sons, officer"" and mun. Al::;u sewl back ::;ume cavalry to bring up

'. - &.~~..... :-~. • •

I~.I.~
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-Generol.

stragglers and communicato with Goneral Wilson at Mallgohick
Church, and obtain from him any additional force necessary to drive
up stragglers.

Respectfully, yours,

GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel and Deputy Provost-Marshal-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY of THE POTOMAC,
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,

ltlay 29, 1864.
Major-Genoral HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:

GENERAl,: The deserter (Hancock) from the First South Carolina
Infantry, reported by General Wilson, came with other J>risoners
sent in by the cavalry a few minutes ago, and states as follows: He
was born in South Carolina, married in Virginia, and has lived here
since 1861; was conscripted in 1862 and furnished a substitute; was
brought in by_ the last act and assigned to the First South Carolina
Regiment. He has never been in a fight, has boon present with the
army only partially since February, and knows very little of it. He
says that early this spring all the brigades, divisions, and corps were
disbanded and mixed up together; that brigade and division com
manders were changed and exchanged for each other; that regi
ments were taken here and there from every brigade and put into
others; like exchanges in each case so as to keep the numbers equal;
that his brigade has been commanded by Perrin, Brown, McGowan,
&c. ; that the Fifth and Sixth South Carolina Regiments have been
taken out of it and put in some other brigade, he does not know
what, &c. He says he came into our lines at Hanover Junction or
near the railroad there, yesterday morning; that the troops ieft
Hanover Junction day before yesterdaY

i
their rear passing the South

Anna at 1 p. m.; that Hill's corps went ast. This is all he knows of
the order of their goiug; that some troops went ~way the night be
fore; what they were he does not know. He was on cooking detail
in the rear of his division and saw troops pass across the South Anna
and southerly during the night. He wants to t;1ke the oath of alle
giance and go north to Maryland, where his mother-in-law lives.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUA~TERS AltMY OF THE POTOMAC,
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,

May 29, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: An examination of prisoners taken by the cavalry

shows that Fitz. Lee's division, Hampton's division, two neW'regI
ments South Carolina cavalry. and one of Georgia lately come from
the south, composed the force of the plIt:'my engagel1. The prison
ers nearly all ::;tate that they wore di~lTlounted, and acting as in
fantry. They give no information concerning the infantry, and few
of them are willing to talk, but one saYI:! that a large wagon train

- -:,
.;...;.
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GEORGE H. SHARPE, ,
Colonel, &c.

(of hetween 100 or 200 wagom;) waH passillg ill tileir rear yesterday
dl1rillg' the fight. A llflgro HPut i II fly Ol',,,,ml \Vright. statA's tha.t
hf' wa.'l lately a servant at Gf'llpral l1'itz. Lpt"s head4lU\rh'rs; Wl'ut to
Allen's ~tatiuuwith the cavalry; stopped at Allt'Il'S for the iuf!Ultry
to pass. General Ewell's corps passell late day before yesterday p.
m., going in the direction of Mechallicsville. He knows nothing
about Hill or LOllgRtJ·pf't.

Very respectfully,

MAY 29, 1864-6.30 p. m.

GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &:c.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Scouts sent out on left this a. m. returned. Report that
they went to within half a mile of Gibson's Mill ou the road from
Totopotomoy Creek to Mechanicsville. Met infantry there and
were fired upon. Saw about 20. They had bayonets. Think it
was a small reconnoitering party sent from the right of Lee's line
to watch the road. Other parties aro out on different roads. Will
report on return.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,

j[ay 29, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff :
GENERAL: Gibson's Mill is about 4 miles north of Cold Harbor,

on a branch of the Matadequiu Creek. Gibson's house is on the
sheet marked. Eel. May 2, 1864, on the road from Mechanicsville to
Old Church, and the mill just above it. Plough, who went out this
a. m. to the right, went as far as Taylor's Ford, nearly opposite
Hanover Court-House, on the Pamunkey. He fou'nd the ford ob
structed by felled timber, and was unable to cross; could see noth
ing of the enemy, and learned from people at the mill there that
nothing had been seen of the enemy there since the first advance of
onr troops, or, at all events, since llight hefore last. He reports a.
la.rge quantity of corn, say fi,OOO bushels, in a harn Oll Taylor's farm,
1 mile from the ford.

Respectfully,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,

Oolonel, &:c.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864-8.45 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
_ Sec07£d Army CorJ.Js:

The following movements are ordered for to-day, and will take
p~at 12" m. punctually: First, Major-General Wright, Sixth Corps,

~.
...~~ ..:. .. -
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will push out a reconnaissance with a division, artillery with it, on
the roads ruuning from his pm;ition to Hanover Court-Houso, and
will support the reeonuaissanee with his whole eol'ps if neceSl:iarv.
Second, Major-General Haneoek, Seeond Corps, will in like maImer
throw forward, a division, with artillery, 011 the road from Haw's
Shop to Hanover Court-House, and support the reconnaissance. if
necessary, with his whole corps. Third, Major-General Warren,
Fifth Corps, will also push forward a division, with artillery, on the
road to Shf.!.dy Grove, and support .it, if necessar;y', with h~s whole
corps. Major-General Burnside, Nmth Corps, Will hold hiS corps
ready to move to the support of either Hancock or Warren. He
will send out a reconnoitering force, which will advance between
the roads on which Hancock's and Warren's reconnaissance moves,
and keep up communication between them, and ascertain the ground
between the two roads. Fifth, engineer officers and topographers
will be assigned to each of the four reconnaissances to collect all
requisite information.

By command of Major-General Meade:
. A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff.

294

(Same to Warren, Wright, and Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
~May 29, 1864-9.45 a. Ill.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Secon(l Corps:

The major-general directs that you a.dvance your line-so that your
left will unite with the right of General Bumside at Haw's Shop.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Majo-r-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
~M({y 29, 18G4-1O.45 a. Ill.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
~Major-Generaland Chief of Staff.

Major-General HANCOCK,
SeC<llul A T'my Corps:

General Warren is ordered to take position from Haw's Shop to
mouth of Mill Creek on the Totopotomoy. General Bumside is or
dered to hold his corps in reserve massed in rea.r of Haw's Shop
ready to move either to the Second Corps or to the Fifth Corps.
The commanding general considers it necessary that your hne
should be advanced as heretofore directed. The changes of position
are not to interfere with the reconnaissances and contingent oper
ations ordered for to-day.

MAY 29, 1864.
General WILLIAMS,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of the Pofomrw:
My line is being moved forward as rapidly as possible to cover

the road to Haw's Shop, connecting with General Burnside. At 12



CJI~P. XLVIU.] CORRESPONDENCF., ETC.-UNION. 295

MAY 29, 18G4-2.50 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION,
.May ;W, HlG4-5.15 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS,
~fay 29, 1ti(j4-5.30 p. m.

o'clock the reconnaissance will COllllIwnco 1Iy General Barlow's
division. My headquarterl:! will ho at Haw'H Shelp dUrill~ thl' recon
naissance. Unt.il the tell'graph win, is comp1dl'.1 up tel Oellel'a1
Burnside, all dispatches for me Hhoul(l be sent to my present head
quarters. where I shall have my adjutant-goneral and orderlies to
forward them.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Jfujor-,General, Commanding.

Major-General HANCOCK:
GENERAL: General Barlow's column, moving on the main Rich

mond road, has arrived at tho junetion of the Cold Harbor and
Hanover Junction roads. Colonel Brooke's brigade was sent by
road to the right at Aenon Church. The skirmish line has struck a
cavalry skirmish line at this point. It is reported by a woman near
by that they have a liue of battle on Southard's Branch, a small
stream about a mile ahead. General Barlow will leave a brigade
and section of a battery at this point and push on the right-hand
road toward Hanover Court-House. He thinks there is nothing
but cavalry ahead of us. He will meet Colonel Brooke about Ii
miles, where the Aenon Church road crosses into the Hanover Conrt
House road. I know nothing definite as yet, but will communi
cate at once if anything occurs.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. WILSON,

Captain and Ady. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Major-General HANCOCK,
CommiLnding SecO'nd Corps:

GENERAL: General Birney reports an infantry force on his right;
a section of horse artillery in General Barlow's front. General Bar
low has directed Colonel Brooke to proceed with great caution,
throwing but a regiment across the river at one time. The greater
part of the One hundred and forty-eighth Penllsylvania is across.
General Barlow is building his bridge over the river.

Very respectfully,
H. H. BINGHAM,

Captain u.wl Jwlye-Adl'ocate.

Major-General MEADE:
GENERAL: General Barlow reports that he has found the enemy

in some force on the Totopotom& Creek (which rUllS to the north
fa.rther than indica.ted on the rna ,about 1 mile from the junction
of the Cold Ha.rbor and Hanover ourt-House roads, where a line of
works can be seen. The enemy appear to be moving to the right
and left, manning their works. A contraband reports the road to
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Richmond ,. lined with troops," and says he counted twenty guns on
the left of the road, in front of General Barlow. General Barlow
has seen hut three or four. I have sent word to General Barlow to
make no attack, unless he receives further ordel'S. His skirmishers
are 1,000 yards or so from the works. The contraband referred to
has arrived. Expecting you, I keep him here. The ~osition of Gell
eral Barlow is 4 miles from here, on the Meadow BrIdge road. The_
map appears much at fault.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Move up your whole corps to-morrow morning at early daylight,

. "'nd take up a position in front of the enemy. Wright will be or
dered to move down to your right, and Burnside will be ordered to
form a connection be\ween your left and Warren.

Respectfully, yours,
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864-8 p. m.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: General Barlow is now lying on the Totopotomoy
River, with his left resting on the Cold Harbor and Hanover Court
House road, and his right resting on road to Atlee's Station. General
Birney, connecting with General Barlow's right, crosses the Hanover
Court-House road, 1 mile from the Totopotomoy. Our skirmish line
is within 250 yards of the Totopotomoy, reaching from the Atlee's
Station road to the Cold Harbor road, and from the Atlee's road the
line bears to the right of the Totopotomoy Creek-the right about
1,200 yards from same. The ladies at Colonel Shelton's residence
give the name of the creek as Totopotomoy, and that the creek is
miry on either bank below the ford. I will send you a len~hy dis
patch soon as to my observations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
!l-fU!/ 2!l, 1864-fI p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: I have just returned from the front. When I arrived

there I found Genera) Barlow thought the position in front too
strong for attack, and he had not examined sufficiently far to the .
right or left. I subsequently went down to the skirmIsh line and
examined the position very carefully. Just in our front there is an
immense open space; a wheat-field, which extends also between
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Shelton's, in the centf'r, awl the creek. We haye from the crest of
this field near SIH'lton's a sonH'what more elevated po!'it.ion than tht
enemy. Thny ha.ve epauh'llll'uts for their gUllS, awl two litH'S of rifle.
pits a8 far as can be SN'n.

The banks of the crepk, l'XC(\pt at thecl'ossing', al'!' st.!'!'}> and abrupt,
but not very high at the crossing, and indeed along there appears
to be no obstacle to cros.qing owing to the stream; the high bluff and
the enemy's guns apparently being the only obstacl€ls. The enemy'~

troops did not attempt to conceal themselvl's. I shoultl suppose there
was a brigade there; from the smoke of fires some distance back, it
appeared as if there were many troops t1lpr£l right and left. OUI'
whole open space is swept by their artillery back to the Cold Harbor
and Hanover Court-House road, where their shells fall. We can
put batterieEI on that plain within tiOO or 800 yards of them. The
movements of the corps, to unite, ought to be made at the earliest
hour; for if the enemy chuose to CtOSS and attack our isolated com
mands, it looks to me as if it could easily he o.one; the country is
very open.

I placed Birney in line with Barlow; Barlow covering the road. to
Cold Harbor, and Birney that to Hanov!'r Court-House. The Hneli'
of battle connect on the Richmond road. Tho enemy are working.
They have some abatis about the crossing, it is so reported. They
have at some points skirmishers on this side of the creek. I have
ordered them to be o.riven back, wherever found in my neighborhood.
Cavalry might to-night connect the corps, driving the enemy's cav
alry and skirmishers across the stream. I shall direct epaulements
for the batteries to be placed to-night within 600 or 800 yards of the
enemy's, connected by rifle-pits, as far H.8Jlos8ible, in the darkness.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
¥ajor- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864-9.:30 [po m.].

Major-General HANCOCK:

The major-general commanding directs me to SH.y that a.'! General
Warren's whole corps will be on the south Ride of the Totopotomoy,
you should have two divisions on General Barlow's left, and but one
on his right. General Wright is ordered to make connections with
you on the right, moving at daylight.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 29, 18114.

General MEADE:

GENERAL: I have but three diviRions ; one is now on the right of
the Richmond road, and Olin on left. The other Iordelwl to nia.'ls in
rear, but will place on the left, in accordmwe with the tenor of your
dispatch.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
M(~jor-General of Volwrdeer8.

A negro tells me to-night that the stream in my front is called
-Swift Run; the white people tell me it is the Totopotomoy.
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864.

The command will move at 5.aO a. m. as follows: Second Divis
ion, First Division, Third Division, and Fourth Division. Wagons
will be parked near the river on this side uutil the troops are in
position. The reserve batteries will cross immediately after the
troops. The regiments of heavy artillery will move as at present
assigned. As far as practicable troops will move iu parallel columns
on the sides of the road. .

By order of Major-General Hancock:
WM. R. DRIVER,

Acting Assistant Adjut.ant-GeneTal.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Jlay 29, 1864-9.50 a. m.

When the movement is ordered to-day it will be in the following
order:

First Division, Brigadier-General Barlow; Third Division, Major
General Birney; Second Division, Brigadier-General Gibbon. The
troops will be ready to move precisely at 12 m. Detailed instruc
tions will bA given hereafter. At 12 m. General Barlow, with his
division and artillery, will make a reconnaissance from Haw's Shop
toward Hanover Court-House, to be supported, if necessary, by the
whole corps.

By command of Major-General Hancock :
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. SECOND ARMY CORPS,
No. 139. f May 29, 1864.

1. By direction of the major-general commanding the Army of the
Potomac, the Fourth Division of the corps, known as the division of
heavy artillery, will be broken up, and the troops distributed to
the remaining divisions as follows:

To the First Division, Second New York Artillery, Colonel Whist
leI'; Seventh New York Artillery, Colonel Morris. To the Second
Division, Eighth New York Artillery, Colonel Portflr. To the Third
Division, First Maine Artillery, Colonel Chaplin; First Massachu
setts Artillery, Colonel Tannatt. The commanding officers of these
regiments will report at once to the officers commanding the divis
ions to which they are nssigned. Officers of staff departments
rendered supernumerary by this order will report to the chief of
their departments at these headquarters.

II. Brig. Gen. R. O. Tyler will report to General Gibbon, com
manding Second Division, for assignment to the command of a bri
gade.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

.Assistant A4futant-General.
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Ih~ADQt'ARTl<:HK FmsT DIVHHON. RECOND CORPS.
Jf(/y ;W, l8fi4.

Major-GlJlwral HANCOCK.
OOlJlmundiu!J Secoud Corps:

GENERAL :. I have the honor to state that I am prpssill~forward my
skirmish line as directed. In one part of the line they are acrOSf! th~
stn>am a.nd find a strong line of skirmishers well posted. I will prl:'S8
on as far as possible and iTrforrn you of developments.

Respectfully, your oLeJient servant,
li'RANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadiel'-Genel'lli. COlli mawling.

HDQRS. FIRST Dlv.• SECOND ARMY CORPS,
crossing of HmlOl'PI' C. H. and Cold Jlarbor road.

and road front Haw's Slore to Rirhnwml,
l1Iay ;W, 1864-9.15 p. m.

At

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER.
Assi.'1tant Ar{jtltant-General, 8('('ond Corps:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that I reached this point
with my division at about 2 p. m. to-day. Driving in the few skir
mishers of the enemy. I reached a point where the Richmond road
crosses the Totol)()tomoy Creek. The western bank of the cref~k is held
hy the enemy in force; they have a line of works on the bank of the
creek well filled with infantry in line of battle. In the part of the
line which could be seen there were several pieces of artillery in the
first line. In the rear of this first line there were several detached
works and gun covers. One of these works contained two pieces and
another one piece of artillery. I think there were three works, with
two pieces each, besides single guns. There was a second line of
infantry in line of battle.

I think their line crosses the Hanover Court·House and Cold
Harbor road. At least they have a strong line of pickets across the
road about one mile from this point, and a force that I advance(l
against the pickets this afternoon received a heavy fire, and reported
aline of battle. I shall inquire further in the morning. The enemy's
line of fires to-night is heavy, and extends on both sides of the Rich
mond road. They are chopping, and apparently fortifying the line
which crosses the Cold Harbor road. The Totopotomoy seems to be
an insignificant creek, bui the banks in our immediate front are
steep. 1 think the ground on this side the creek commands the
enemy's work, and that a heavy force of guns would render their
line untenable, and enable us to cross.

I have the honor to be, colonel, respectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-General, Contmandiug lJil'ision.

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Commanding DivisWn.

P. 8.-1 sent Brooko's brigado this afternoon on the road leading
from this })oint to Hanover Court-House. He communicate(l with
pickets of General Wl'ight on the road to Ashland. He found
cavalry and a section of artillery but no great force. I could make
no communication with Generals Burnside and Warren.

Respectfully,

------- --~
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
ltfay 29, 1864.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Conwumding Third Dit'ision:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you fur
nish Colonel Tidball with such details for fatigue as he may require
to-night. He has been directed to put in as many batteries as prac
ticable on the crest near Shelton's. These batteries are to be well
covered and connected by a line of rifle-pits, which must be maimed
by daylight. The major-general commanding thinks that your
sharpshooters should be posted along this line, the rifle-pits being
manned by, say, a brigade of infantry. ThEl remainder of the troops
will be placed along the line of the Hanover Court-House road.
They should throw up cover from the enemy's shells. General Bar
low will attend to all the work to be done on the left-hand side of
the Richmond road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Slaff.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. 3D DIV., SECOND ARMY CORPS,
No. -. May 29, 1864.
* * * * * * *

II. In pursuance of Special Orders from headquarters Second
Corps, thIS date, the First Maine Artillery, Colonel Chav.lin, is as
signed to Third Brigade, and the First Massachusetts ArtIllery, Col
onel Tannatt, to Second Brigade. The commanding officer of these
regiments will at once forward a field return and a roster of their
officers, and join the brigades with their regiments. -

By command of Major-Genera~Birney:
F. BIRNEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864-8.30 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

My command has been ready to move since daylight, but the road
has been occuEied by the Ninth Corps, which hns all passed on toward
Harris' [Haw s] Shop, ~xtending to Norman's. General Crawford is
moving out on a road to the left of my line, which will bring him in
his right position. I am informed that there is no enemy in that .
front. I sent two officers back for Geneml Lockwood yesterday.
They ran against a squad of the enemy's cu,valry at Saint Paul's
Church and were chased some miles. General Burnside found Wil
son's cavalry at Mangohick Church, having taken the route of the
Sixth Corps. From the forceu marching we have made some men
necessarily faileu to keep up, anu as none of our cavalry followed our
route, I eXl?ect a few rebel cavalrymen will get them all. General
Lockwood IS not far back on his way here, and will be up I expect
to-day.

G. K. WARREN;
Major- General.

,.' · .....1. -..
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HEADQUARTERS li'I(t'TH ARMY CORPS,
)[ay 29, 1864-lJ.30 a. m.

General S. WILLIAMS:
General Lockwood will probably join me to-day. If there are no

serious objections rai8ed, I would like to put General Lockwood in
command of the old Second Division (General Robinson's), which
has its wagons, staff, and all complete, and distribute his command
in tho best manner to the old rlivillions. I shall assign Colonel
Kitching to General Crawford. This will be the most harmonious
and effiCIent arrdougemont that can be made. I presume I have au
thority in myself to do this without reference to you, but as I can
refer it as well as not before ucting, I respectfully do so.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

[Indo1'lletoent.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864.

S. WI LLIAMS,
Assistant Adj!dant-General.

Approved.
By command of Major-General Meado :

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Ma.y 29, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps.-
The major-general commanding_directs that you take position

from Haw's Shop to the mouth of Mill Creek. This change of posi
tion is not to interfere with the movements ordered to-day. Burn
side will be held in reserve in rear of Haw's Shop.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of SUtff.

MAY 29,1864-11 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The pontoon train belonging to the Sixth Corps, which followed

me on the march, were turned off to Mrs. Hundley's on the march
yesterday, and Major Ford with my engineers with them. They
cannot be needed there, I think. If so, WIll you direct them to be
sent back so that they may be prepared to help me in any move·
ments -of my corps.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864-11.45 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
-I now understand all about the engineers of my command having
been sent above. They are now all back to Hanovertown and work
ing the roads so as to have two good approa.ches to that crossing.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

...'Sf,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864-11.50 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Has General Lockwood's command joined you yet, or have you

heard from it ?
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant ..:l£(jukn/-l-Ul'1Wral.

General S. W ILLIA1>IS :
General Lockwuud joined me this mOl'lling.

G. K. W ARUEN,
Major- Generlll.

G. K. WARREN,
j}faj9f- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Norman's House, .May 2!), 1864.-3.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chipf of Staff:

General Griffin's division has moved out on the road to Shady
Grove. It carries him 1 mile south of Totopotomoy before it
branches off to the west. After his advance had moved· in that
direction about half a mile they struck the ene;ny's infantry
skirmishers on the road south. Only the enemis cavalry are to
be seen. Negroes report that the enemy is III force at Shady
Grove, on the north side of the Totopotomoy. My line is nowestab
lished, and my troops disentangled from the Ninth Corps. Our
position gives us no use for artillery. I am now going out myself
with the reconnoitering force.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864-6 p. m.

General WARREN:
Barlow meets the enemy in position and force 4 miles from here.

Hancock has been directed to support him, and is moving out for that
purfose. Wright has got withm one-fourth of a mile of the rail
roal. Hanover Court-Hous{'t in sight, only meeting- cavalry. Keep
Griffin up to the enemy and support him. Bunlside is in reserve on
your right flank and rear to assist you if necessary.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

MAY 29, 1864.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjuta/lt-General.

Major-General WARREN:
Should you move your headquarters to-day the telegraJ?h line will

he extended to you via Haw's Shop, to which point the hne is now
being run.

, -.
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 186-1-8 p. m. (Reeeived 8.ao 1'. m.)

Major-General MEADE:
I have just returned from a personal examination of Griffin's front.

Due south, and I believe also to the east of that line, there was no
enemy discovered. After moving up the Totopotomoy, on his first
setting out, he ran against the enemy's infantry ahout It miles WI'st
of this north and south line and withdrew his force without the elll'my
following; again he struck the enemy where tho road turns south
west toward Shady Grove; some sharp 8kirmishing along ll. narrow
frout was all that occurre<1 here. Four reb>iments of infmltry w(\re
soon to move from this point southeasterly and the skil'mishing was
continued until dark. Between this point and the Totopotomoy the
country is in some cases cleared, in others wooded. The valley of
the stream is in many places difficult to move in except in thin linc8.
If the enemy should be to-morrow as we have found him to-day it
would reqUl:e my whole corps 80uth of the Totopotomoy. General
Burnside mIght cover the space between that stream and Geneml
Hancock, and connection be kept up oVI'r the bad country hy strong'
skirmish lines well supported. I would like to he informed of the
country held by our cavalry south of me.

G. K. WARREN,
lJIajor- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
l[ay :W, Hlf.i4-7 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
General Hancock is directed to move forward nml tako position in

frout of the enemy. Burnside will form on Hancock's left and vou
will form on Burnside's left. As the enemy allparently were dose
to you this p. m., it is presumed your left will not be greatlyad
vanced. I have receivod no report of General Griffin'8 operations

,01' progress since leaving your headquarters. Please report.
GEO. G. MEADE.

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
.May 29, 186-1-9.45 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Your dispatch of 8 p. m. receivel1. General Sheridan's ~ickets are
at Linney's, Old Church, Powell's Tavern, and Tignor 8. He is
directed to connect his pic;kets with yours and keep up the eon1l0c
tion.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief uf staff.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTRRS FIFTH ARMY CORPS.
~~f((y 2!1, 18Ii4-1.:30 a. m.

Division commanders will be ready to move forwal'cl their eom
ID&uds at 5 o'clock this a. Ill., to take tip a uew position in their front.
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CIRCULAR.]

G. K. WARREN,
Majo-r-General.

First Division, Brigadier-Geneml Griffin, will take the road on the
right. Third Division, Brigadier-General Crawford, will move by
the road on the left. An officer will he sent from these headquarters
to point out the way.

By command of Major-Geneml Warren:
S. M. MORGAN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 2!l, 1864-11 a. m.

As soon as possible the following movements will take place: Gen
eral Griffi,n, with his division and two batteries, will make a recon
naissance toward Shady Grove, crossing at the mouth of Mill Creek.
General Crawford and General Cutler, with their commands, will
take up position on the east side of Mill Creek, extending from
Haw's Sliop to the Totopotomoy Creek, and be prepared to move
forward to the support of General Griffin at a moment's notice.
The rest of the artillery, with Colonel Kitching's command, will
move up to the p'osition assigned to Generals Crawford and Cutler.
Headquarters WIll be at the house occupied by Norman, on the road
from Haw's Shop to the north of Mill Creek. General Lockwood's
command will remain till further orders at Dr. Brockenbrough's.

G. K. WARREN,
Majar-Geneml afVolunteers.

General Griffin will keep up, as far as may be, communication
with General Burnside's reconnaissance on 'his right, but will not
delay movements on this account.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 128. May 29, 1864.

1. In compliance with orders from headquarters Army of the
Potomac, the One hundred and (lighty-fourth Pennsylvania Volun
teers, brought to this army by Brigadier-General Lockwood, will
proceed to join the Second Brigade, Second Division, Second Army
Corps.

II. Brigadier-General Lockwood having reported for duty, is as
signed to the command of the Second Division, Fifth Army Corps.
Colonel Lyle, commanding First Brigade, Second Division

i
' Colonel

Bates, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division; Co onel Du
shane, commanding Third Brigade, Second Division, will report to
~rigadier-GelleralLockwood without delay.

III. The following assignments are hereby ordered and will report
to the brigade commanders to which they are assigned at 4 a. m. to
morrow, the 30th instant: Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers,
Col. E. W. Peirce, to Third Brigade, First Division, Brigadier-Gen
eral Bartlett; Purnell L('~ioIl, Col. Samuel A. GrahlLm, to Third
Brigade, Second Divi::;ioll, Colonel Dushane; Forty-sixth New York
Volunteers, Colonel Travers, and Third Delaware, Lieut. Col. W.
B. Dorrell, to Second Brigade, Fourth Division, Colonel Hofmann;
Ninety-fourth Now York Volunteer::;. Lieutenant-Colonel Moffett,
to Firl:lt Brigade, Second Divi::;iun, Colonel Lyle.

- .
_ .-La
~
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IV. The brigade of heavy artillery, Colonel Kitching command
ing7 is a.ssi~ed to Third Division, Fifth Army Corps, and will re
port to Bngadier-General Crawford at 4: a. m. to-morrow, 30th
mstant.

By command of 'Major-General Warren:
S. M. MORGAN,

Assistant Adjutmd-Gem:ral.

'MAY 20, 1~64-10 a. m.
General GRIFFIN and
General CRAWFORD:

Mass your troops and remain in position till you get orders. In
structions are being prepared for us.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
.May 20, 1864-3 p. m.

[General WARREN:]
GENERAL: The enemy is reported on my right in force, a heavy

line of skirmishers and a line of battle. His line is on the side of
the stream opposite you. I am across and the head of my column
about 1 mile of Old Church. A negro reports that all the clarkie!!
say the enemy's force is at Shady Grove.

CHAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General, C01umanding.

The enemy's 06valry in my front, but no large force so far.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Norman's House, May 2fJ, 1864-3.30 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General, Commanding.

General GRIFFIN:
I have just received y'0ur note saying the head of your column at

3 p. m. was within 1 mile of Old Church. If you have not mistaken
the name you have the road. You were to go toward Shady Grove,
which lies southwest from here, while Old Church is southeast. If
you can consult Captain Paine and Captain Mackenzie they will
prooobly tell you whether you are on the right road or not.

Respectfully,

MAY 29, 1864-3.55 p. m.
Major-General WARREN:

General Griffin is in my front on the Mill Creek road. His skir
mishers are now engaged with the enemy. I am on the Totopoto
mo)'", my left resting there, my ri~ht connecting with General
Cutler. I have pickets on the Smith s Mill road, which runs 801Oil/{

my front, and connects with Second Corps. General Griffin has
asked me for a regiment on each flank, as he is about to advance.

S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General.

20 ~ R-VOL XXXVI, f'f m
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
Jones' House, May 29, 1864-4 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS ARMy OF THE POTOMAC,
Haw's Shop, May 29, 1864-3 p. m.

Major-Genercl.l WRIGHT: .
What progress has your advance made? Barlow is 3 miles from

here at the forks of the Oold Harbor and Hanover Oourt-House
roads. Hears and sees nothing of the enemy.

GEO. G.MEADE.

General MEADE:
Your dispatch received. Russell was advancing at last report,

meeting no opposition except from small parties of cavalry. Am
expecting further report every moment, which will be promptly
transmitted. Russell ought to be 3 or 4 miles out by this time.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

JONES' HOUSE, May 29, 1864-4.45 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

The force on the upI1er of the two roads has advanced about 3!
miles without incident, having met only a few cavalry. It is now
on the main road to Richmond. about 1! miles from Hanover Court
House, where I have halted it to await your instructions. The force
by the lower road has made about the same P!ogress. It is reported
that there is no force about Hanover Court-House except a few cav
alry. A sign post on the main road referred to says 17 miles to
Richmond.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864. (Received 5 p. m.)

Major-General MEADE:
Lieutenant-Colonel Kent, who accompanied the brigade of the

First Division, commanded by Colonel Penrose, has just reported
that the brigade is within a quarter of a mile of the raIlroad, Hano
ver Court-House in sight, and that there are a few cavalry scouts of
the enemy in the distance. General Wright has not)"et returned.

C. H. WHITTELSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May,29, 1864-5.15 p. m. (Received 6 p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
At 4 p. m. the force by the lower road was on a range of hills

running nearly north and south with railroad, a few hundred yards
on opposite side of bottom land. Court-House on opposite heIghts,
about one-quarter of a mile in front. Cavalry in small numbers in
front.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Com:nutnding.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE- POTOMA.C,
.J.lfay 29, lSfi4-5.30 p. m.

General WRIGHT:
General Barlow reports that 4 miles from hore he meets the enemy

in position and force. He has been directed to maintain his position,
and Hancock is moving out 'to support him. It will be necessary
your advanced parties should maintain their positions, anu you will,
therefore, move such portions of your force as may be necessary to
make their position secure. Warren meets them about a milo from
his left flank, on the Shady Grove Church road. Thoy seem to
have a line covering the railroad, but rour position will enable us
to secure the railroad, and perhaps the JunctIOn.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Majo'r-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864-6.45 p. m. (Received 7.10 p. m.)

Major-General MEADE:
I have sent two brigades to Russell, and will move the whole corps

if necessary, as I would prefer doing, at any" rate unless you desire
to hold on to our present line. I shall soon learn from Russell what
additional force he needs. Should I move mlltre than at rresent or
dered it will be virtually an abandonment of my line; alU the entire
force might as well be moved forward, leaving, say, a small brigade
to look after trains and surplus artillery.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Comrnanding.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
:J[ay 2!J, 18(j.!-7 p. m.

Major-GenerlU WRIGHT:
General Hancock is directed to move out and take position in front

of the enemy. You will form your corps 011 his right. In doing this
you will move clown from your present advanced \,ositioll and ell
deavor to place yourself on the enemy's flank. ThIS movement of
your corps will be made at daylight to-morrow morning.

Respectfully, yours,

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
:b[ay 2!J, 18G4.

A reconnaissance will be made at 12 m. in the direction of Han
over Court-House under the direetioll of General Russell. The com
manders of the Second and Third Divisions will place their com
mands under arms at that hour and hold them in readiness to move
promptly to GeIl~ral Russell's surport, if required.

By command of Major-Genera Wright:
M. T. McMAHON,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Meade:
CHAS. E. PEASE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS,
Jlay ~9, 1864.

Lieut. Col. M. T. McMAHON,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Si:r.lh Corps:

COLONEL: I have the honor to represent, for the action of the
major-general commanding Sixth Corps, that two of my best and
most reliable brigade or~anization8 are about to be entirely 100~t to
the service of our cause for the following reasons: My (old) Third
Brigade, Colonel Bidwell, Forty-ninth New York Volunteers, com
mimding, is so depleted by losses on various battle-fields as not to
equal numerically a regiment of infantry. The organization and
appointments of the brigade are perfect. The troops are mostly
New York troops; therefore it is desirable that troops from that
State may be ordered to re-enforce this command. Colonel Bidwell
is the oldest colonel in the New York State regiments, and I believe

, the oldest in the army. He has been recommended for promotion
as hrigadier for gallant conduct ill the former and late battles. My
present Fourth Brigade, Col. Oliver Edwards, Thirty-seventh Mas
sachusetts Volunteers, commanding, will lose all his regiments but
one on the 6th, 11th, and 21st of next month by expiration of term
of service. Colonel Edwards has been recommended for promotion
as brigadier for gallant and persistent fighting on the Angle. If prac
ticable, Massachusetts troops would be preferred hue. The tone,
spirit, and efficient organization of these commands ought not to be
lost to the service. Any troops, however indifferent, might he in
grafted, but by their well-earned reputation these brigades deserve
the consideratlOn of troops from the several States.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. H. NEILL,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

[FIrst IndOl"llement.]

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded, for the information of the major-general
commanding the Army of the Potorr:.ac. Wnen any re-enforcements
are assigned to the corps the two brigades referred to will receive
such proportionalnumbel'S as will enable their brigade organizations
to be kept up.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

[Second Indol'llement.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864.

Respectfully returned to the commanding officer of the Sixth
Corps.

Cannot these brigade organizations be ke:pt up by assignments
from other portions of your command, prOVIding re-enforcements
cannot be had ?

By command of Major-General



CIw>. XLVIll.] CORHESPONDENCE, ETC.-UNION.

[Third Indo......ment.]
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H. G. WRIGHT.
Major-Generul, Commanding.

MAY 29, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June G, 18G4.

Respectfully returned.
It will be impossible to fill up these organizations from the Prl~S

ant command without breaking up others, and I must depend upon
re-enforcement.~for the purpose.

[Fonrth Indol'8ement.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 10, 1864.

Respectfully returned to commanding officer of the Sixth Corps.
As soon as any re-enforcements are s£lnt to this army they will be

assigned to the Sixth Corps in proportion to its strength compared
with the other corps of this army.

By command of Major-General Meade:
CHAS. E. PEASE.

Assistant Adjlltnnt-General.
[Fltt:, Indortlement.)

HEADQUAHTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 10, 1864.

&spectfully returned to Brigadier-Genoral Neill.
Please see indorsements. .
By command of Major-General W rig)1t :

C. H. WHITTELSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
. May 29,1864. (Received 9.30 a. m.)

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potmnac:

I commenced the establishment of my line from Norman's to Haw's
Store, and upon reaching the latter place I found that I made no con- .
nection with Hancock. In following down the road I found that his
left was about 800 yards in rear of my right, and I understand from
General Birney that you authorized him to establish his line there.
Shall I connect with him? My men are very weary, being almost
constantly on the road for two days and nights. .

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief oj Staff:

I would most respectfully state that I think the line now occupied
by Hancock is a stronger hne than the one now ordered, and a road
can be'cut in rear of our lines for the movement of troops. I am
at General Hancock's now; am waiting an answer.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- Genercil.
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HEAt><,llTARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. May 29, lS64-9.45 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE.
Commanding Ninth· Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that your right near Haw's
Shop remain as it is. General Hancock is directed to advance his
bne and unite with your right.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864-10.45 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
General Warren is ordered to take position from Haw's Shop to

the mouth of Mill Creek on the Totopotomoy. The commandinggen
eral directs that you hold your corps in reserve, ma&Sed in rear of
Haw's Shop, ready to move to either the Second or the Fifth Cores.
The change in your position does not interfere with the reGonnalS
'sances and contlllgent operations ordered for to-day.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE :
You will move your corps to-morrow and take position on Gen

eral Hancock's left, fronting the enemy's line. You will communi
cate with General Hancock, and so soon as you have ascertained
his position and his left you will move forwarg. You will send staff
officers in advance to examine the ground and post the troops. Gen
eral Warren will be on your left and will be directed to communi
cate with you.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOIIAC,
May 29, 1864-1.30.p. m.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major- GeneraL

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

General Wilson reports that he sent a battalion out on the road
over which the Fifth Corps marched; that there was a provost
guard in rear bringing up all the men that had fallen out. General
Wilson is encamped about 6 miles out, in rear of all the army trains.
He has reported that he has not seen General Lockwood, and does
not know where he is. or that he was coming. The forage trains for
the corps are coming via Dunkirk.
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P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Brojf.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORP"', ARM Y OF THE POTOMAC,
New Castle It'erry, ,May :ttl, H164-7 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Broff:

A rebel prisoner from Ewell's corps, captured to-day on the Shady
Grove road, reports Ewell's corps as having marched to Mechanies
ville yesterday, passing by the cross-road in front of where the
cavalry were fighting yesterday. The corps encamped on that road
last night.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARHY OF THE POTOMAC,
New Casae Ferry, Fa., May 29, 1864-7 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

My headquarters are now at New Castle Ferry. My pickets are
established at the following points: Linney's, Old Church, Powell's
Tavern, and Tignor's. GeneTal Wilson's command is in camp 2
miles from Hanovertown, on the north side of the river. All the
trains are up. I have ordered General Wilson's command to report
here to-morrow.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, C01nnumd'ing.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 29, 1864.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
C01n'T1UJ,nd·ing Second Cavalry Divi.fJion:

The major-general Mmmanding directs that you have your com
mand saddled and formed at 4- a. m. to-morrow. Cavalry Corps
headquarters will be at a house on the left-hand side of the 1'000 and
at New Castle Ferry.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Near the MiU, May 29, 1864-12.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel FORSYTH,
.' . Cavalry Corps:

Your dispatch inclosing copy of communicatioI1 from General
Humphreys is received. I have driven ill all stragglers found, and
made dispositions to find all that may be between here and Chester
field Station. I don't think there is any enemy on the north side of
the North Anna, as I have discovered none" in holding the fords
successively as they were abandoned by the infantry and in cover
ing the r~r of the a~my." I m<?ved .by the Cheste~eldand Mango
hick road and OCCUpIed Mangolnck tIll Colonel Schnver 'had passed,
who informed me that there was nothing in his rear. III alldition
to this, I' patrolled the Bowling Green road 5 miles northward. I
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am sure, therefore, there are no stragglers on the route of the army,
oxcept as such as may have been concealed in places out of the way.
But to render this cettain and to more surely cover the l'oads, I have
left one regiment on the road near DabneY's with directions to put
an advanced guard at MaI!gohick and patrol in all directions, par
ticularly toward Taylor's Ferry.

I have sent another regiment to the finger-board which marks the
point where the Bowling Green road leaves the Aylett and Chester
field roads, with directions to follow the road across Reedy Swamp
to the Bowling Green and Mangohick road, bringing all persons be
longing to the army. This disposition, it seems to me, covers the
original rear of the arm¥. As for General Lockwood, I know noth
ing definite; but Captam Goddard informed me this morning he
was coming on the road from Aylett's. I did not suppose that I
would be required to look after him, having received no notification .
of his movement, but since your note I have sent a staff officer back
on that road with orders to find the Second Ohio, if possible, and
order it to put itself behind everything, bring up all stra~glers,
patrol in all directions, and communicate frequently. Finally,
Chapman's brigade is near the junction of the road to Dunkirk with
the one to Mangohick, that is, near Dabney's. McIntosh is near here
by the mill pond. If I knew exactly how many trains were yet to
pass, I could say precisely whether or not to send over more troops
on the various roads. I am quite sure my dispositions are ample,
but if you think best I can move back to Mangohick with the entire
division. The stragglers shall all be sent in as soon as the trains
and cattle have all passed, so that the scalawags can be selected.
The country shall 00 patrolled in every direction from there.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Commaruling.

[Indol"8ement.]

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Jfay 29, 11:164.

Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Army of the Potomac, to
show the condition of the trains, &c., in rear of the ariny.

P. R. SHERIDAN,
Major-General. Commanding.

MAY 29, '1864.
Brigadier-General RUCKER:

No further shipments of troops or supplies wili be made to Port
Royal, Va. General AbercrombIe has been directed to senr} forward
to General Grant'8 army everything now on the way, and to have
everything away and the depot broken up by the 1st of June. The
depot will be transferred to the Pamunkey River, and everything
hereafter for the Army of the Potomac will be sent to White Rouse.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Copies sent to Surgeon-General, Commissary-Generai, and the
commanding officer Department of Washington.)



Ca.u>. XLVIll.] OORRE8PONDE~CE,ETC.-UNION. 313

MAY 29, 1864.

H. W. HALLECK,
Majo-r-General.

PORT ROYAL, VA., May 29,1864.
(Received 1 p. m.)

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, May 29, 1864.

Brig8.dier-General RUCKER:
General Abercrombie thinks he will get everytIiin~off to-morrow,

and be ready to remove his depot. As his Invahd Battalion of
guards cannot march, he will require transportation for them by
water to White House. Please orller it. General Smith's advance
should be at West Point to-morrow.

H. W. HALLF.cK,
Majo-r-General and Chief of b'taff.

P. S.-Notify General Abercrombie of last vessel sent to Port
Roya1.

Major-General HALLECK:
Iomitted in my last telegram to report that between 400 and 500

contrabands were shipped last evening for Washington; also that I
have picked up and sent to the front over 2,500 stragglers.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General.

WASHINGTON, May 29, 1864-2.16 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,

P01't Royal, r-a. :
General Rucker will furnish water transportation for your Invalid

guards to White House. General Smith s advance will be on the
Pamunkey to-morrow. The [Eighth] Illinois Cavalry will protect
tho telegraph party in removing their line.

H. W. HALLECK,
Mojo-r-General and Chief of Slaff.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
GENERAL: Upward of 400 contrabands were shipped last evening

for Washinlrt,on. I have also apprehended over 2,500 stragglers,
whom I shan send to-dayor to-morrow under guard to the army. I
have received no instructions myself as to abandoning Port Royal.
From information derived through the Quartermaster's Department,
however, I understand the basis to be t11e White House, un the PIl.
munkey, where I shall proceed with the Invalid Battalion, all of
whom are completely knocked up by a short march from Belle Plain
to this place, and are fit for notliing but garrison duty, and not very
reliable for that. On my arrival at White House I will report for
further instructioDB.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Brigadier-Gerwral, Ccm1rtlandillg.



314 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [CIuP. XLvm.

HEADQUARTER8,
Port Royal, May 29, 1864.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, CO'1nmanding.

Capt. P. P. PITKIN,
Quartermaster:

CAPTAIN: Commodore Parker informs me your transports are
ashore all along the river-guerrillas in the river-and some of them
ill exposed position. Too much hurry will delay our movements. If
you have not pilots, boats should not go down at night. After 12
o'clock to-day nothing will be sent here. You must, therefore, allow
sufficient time for boats to arrive from Washington before you break
up entirely.

Respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, May 29, 1864.

TELEGRAPH OPERATOR,
Pope's Point, Va.:

Have the Twelfth U. S. Infantryand all dismounted cavalry
moved to this point immediately. The Eighth IllinoisCavalry will
guard the line.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
On James River, May 29, 1864-10.30 a. m.

. (Received 7.10 p. m.)
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON,

Secretary of War:
Flag of truce just in with papers to the 28th. They report, May

27, 12 noon: .
A large force of the enemy appeared and presBed our cavalry back at Hanover

Court-Hol1l!e. Prisone1'8 captured from Sixth COrJlB say that they have orde1'8 to
. move to the White HOI1l!e.

ATLANTA, May 27.
Our advance came up with the enemy at New Hope, 4 miles east of Dallas, on

Wednesday. Our right rests on the road from Acworth to Dallas, about 3 miles
northeast of New Hope, and extends from the latter point nearly west.

CLINTON. May 24, 1864.
(Via Summit, 26th.)

Banks has escaped from Alexandria via Simsport. A. J. Smith's corps has
gone up to Natchez and Vicksburg. The balance of biB army is in full retreat to
ward New Orleans, at Morganza, on the west bank of the river. Canby has arrived
and assuwed command.

In view of this news, as the Nineteenth Army Corps is disengaged,
I respectfully suggest that it be sent by water, to land here or at
West Point in reach of General Grant. General Weitzel, who so
well knows the military situation in Louisiana, concurs in the sug
gestion. It can be here in fourteen days to re-enforce the army, de
pleted by the battles to be fought in the mean time.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQtTARTERH, '
Muy 2U, 1l:l64.

HOlL E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

Col. Robert M. West, of the First Pennsylvania Artillery, was
mUb"tered into service July 29, 1H(j2, and has been in service ever
since, most of the time at WilliamsburK. His regiment was never
raised, although accepted, because of the order of the Department in
relation to artillery regiments. Governor Curtin has now, at my
reqnest, commissioned Colonel West as colonel of the Fifth Penn
sylvania Cavalry. Colonel West led that g'allant cavalryexpedi
bon of the two colored regimen!.."! across the Chickahominy. I could
not give him his commission, or he would have been ranked bl his
actual juniors. I ask permission to have him mustered as a his
proper rank, July 29, 1862. Colonel West has served nearly throo
years, and was an old soldier at the beginning of the war.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Majol'-GeTlRral, CommaJuling.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864-6 p. m. (Received 8.39 a. m. 30th.)

Han. E. M. STANTON,
, Secretary oj War:

The following is an extract from the Richmond Examiner of 27th
instant: "Trains commenced running regularly on the Petersburg
railroad yesterday, 26th." It will be soon, therefore, that we have
held the road for three weeks, May 5 to 26. Our prisoners in Rich
mond are on half rebel rations, so are the rebel soldiers.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commmuling.

WASHINGTON, May 2!1. 1864.
Major-General BUTLER:

Your telegram of 10.30 this morning is acknowledged. The
suggestion as to the disposition of the Nineteenth Army Corps will
be transmitted to Lieutenant-General Grant for his consideration.
He is apprised of the state of things on Red River and Louisiana,
and gives direction to all the Government forces. You can express
directly to him your views in respect to their disposition. Our latest
information from General Grant's army was their crossing the
Pamunkey at Hanovertown, and expected to be all across by .noon
ye~terday. .

E. M. STANTON.
Secretary of War.

BERMUDA,
May 29, 18G4-U.aO p. m.

C. E. FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

General BUTLER:
The last steamer with troops left here at 12 m.

time last one left City Point.
Do not know what
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M. H. MYERS,
Captain and Provost-Marshal.

HEADQUARTERB,
May 29, 1864-7.40 a. m.

GILLMORE'S,
May 29, 1864.

GILLMORE'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864.

BERMUDA, May 29, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER:

GENERAL: The man Underdue, colored, wa.s confined by order of
Colonel Shaffer, chief of sta.ff, for reporting all sorts of stories amI
trying to raise stampede. Captain Cassels, provost-marshal, after
ward received orders from Colonel Shaffer to put Underdue, colored,
a.t work during the day and confine him at night. Captain Cassels,
provost-marshal, afterward received telegram from Col. S. M. Bow
man, Eighty-fourth Pennsylvania. chief mustering and recruiting
officer, U. S. Colored Troops, which was forwarded to Colonel Shaf
fer, respecting the election of Underdue to the position of chaplain
in some colored regiment. In answer from Colonel Shaffer received .
orders that as Underdue was well, he should be retained.

Respectfully,

General GILLMORE,
Commanding Defenses, &c.:

Direct an inspection and return at 11 a .•m. to-day of all the forces
along the line and the reserves, so that we may 1lave to-night an
exact account of every man we have and where he belongs.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General BUTLER:
GENERAL: I have ordered the inspection and return, and have

S(1l1t for General Kautz to ascertain exactly how his command is
disposed. I will call and see you when I get all the necessary in
formation so as to arrange for a command for Turner.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Majm·-General.

Major-General BUTLER:
The signal officer from Battery No.3 reports:
During last night three rebel signal stations could be seen in full operation. but

owing to my sickneBS and headache I was half blind and unable to do anything in
regard to watching them. They have al60 during last two days been at work
on the two new works on the other side of the James; a1Bo last night two rockets
were Bent up from that same region. In front of 118 the rebe1ll are at work in
greater force this a. m. than ever before, strengthening their whole line.

N. B. ROBERTS,
Lieutenant and Signal Ojflcer.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.
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HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864-12.30 p. m.

Q. A. GILLMORE

.".

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864-11.40 a. m. (Received 12.23 p. ro.)

Major-General BUTLER, Commanding:
I have seen General Kautz and arranged with him that he will

command Mix's and Spear's brigades of cavalry and the artillery on
the line they occupy, while Turner takes the extreme left and every
thing there, both generals to report directly to me. Unlp88 you
desire some other arrangement I will issue the order. I feel the
want of Colonel Serrell's services very much just now.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
~J[ajor-General, Commanding.

Major-General GILLMORE:
Dispatch received. Your disposition as regards Kautz and Tur

ner is approved. General Weitzel will do anything in the way of
engineermg to which General Gillmore does not feel himself compe
tent on our line. Col. Henry L. Abbot is also a very accomplished
engineer officer in your comm~nd. In my judgment, Colonel Her
rell is now of more use- in his present position than he can be else
where.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
]Ifajol'-General, Commanding.

[nrat Indoraement.]

GILLMORE'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 186~2.15 p. m.

The operator will have this repeated, and will request the other
station to have it examined by General Butler before he sends it
again.

[Beooad Indol'llement.)

MAY 29, 1864-2.15.
General Gillmore has returned my dispatch of 12.30 for examina

tion. I see no word to alter, save that General Gillmore may object
to the wor<l "competent." The sense in which it may he used might
be objectionable, but there are many kinds of incompetency, one of
knowledge, and the other want of time, pressure of other duties,
superintendence of details, and supervision fofJ works, becaUl'le of
wliich General Gillmore asked for Colonel Serrell, and to which I
have suggested the services of General Weitzel and Colonel Abbot.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
• Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 29, 1864-4.20 p. m.

Brig. Gen. G. WEITZEL,
General Butler's Headquarters:

There are in position on the line of defense twenty 3-inch or~
nance guns, sixteen light 12-pounders, and two 12-pounder mountain
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•
R. H. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col. and Chi~f of Artillery, Tenth Army Corps.

howitzers. In reserve there are eighteen 3-inch ordnance guns, four
,light l2-pounders, ten 10-pounder Parrotts, and six l2-pounder
mountain howitzers, according to returns received this morning.
There are in position some guns belonging to light batteries (classed
as siege artillery) exclusivaly under Colonel Abbot's charge. I
know nothing about them.

Very respectfully,

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 29, 1864-5.45 p. m.

Major-G neral GILLMORE:
You will cause two 30-pounder Parrotts from the line and 200

rounds of ammunition therefor to be at abutment of pontoon bridge,
acro::;s the Appomattox on this side, at 8 o'clock to-morrow morning.

B. F. BUTLER,
Jtlajor- Geneml.

[Indorsement.]

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

Colonel Abbot, First Connecticut Artillery, will please see to the
execution of tho within order. Let the pieces be there half an hour
before the time specified.

GILLMORE'S,
~lfay 29, 186!.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

Major-Goneral BUTLER:
Colonel Abbot thinks he can better spare four 20-pounders than

two :30-pounders. The latter will of course be sent unless you
authorize the exchange.

MAY 29, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
• Jtlajor-General

Major-General BUTLER:
The lookout on the Curtis house report,s five steamers at Chaffin's

to-day. Admiral Lee knows it. The 30-pounders will be in position
to-morrow morning, as directed. Tha returns asked for and ordered
are not in yet.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va., }Ifay 29, 1864.

Col. H. L. ABBOT,
pi rst Connecticut Hml'Y Ar{'illery:

COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you pr~
ceed immediately to make an inspection of the line of works froin

[" IIZI C bvGoogI
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GENERAL ORDERS, I
No.3. f

(JENEKAL ORDERS, I
No.4. f

the James River to the Appomattox, with reference to the artillery
and infantry defense of that line, and the location of troops on and
behind it. You will suggest such improvements in the line as you
may deem necessary, in the order of their relative importance. re
porting in writing to these headquarters as soon as possible.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,

Lieutenant-COlonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Hatcher's, Ya.,

May 29, 1864.
The followin~is hereby announced as the organization of the forces

occupying the mtrenchments on the left of Brigadier-General Terry's
division: Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, U. S. Volunteers, will command
the extreme left of the line and the forces of all arms stationed on the
left of Brigadier-General Kautz's command. Brig. Gen. A. V.
Kautz, U. S. Volunteers, will command the First and Second Cav
alry Brigades, commanded respectively by Cols. S. H. Mix and S.
P. SjJear, together with the artillery which may be in position 011
the line occupied by said brigades. Both of the general officers
above named will J'eJ>ort directly to these headquarters. .

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant AdJutant-General.

HDQRS. TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va.,

May 29, 1864.
Col. H. L. Abbot, First Connecticut Heavy Artillery, is hereby

announced as chief of artillery for the lino of defenses.
By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

BERMUDA HUNDRED, May 29,1864-1.10 a. m.
(Via Fort Monroe, 6.30 a. m.)

Major-General HALLECK:
General Ames, with 4,000 men and one battery, will leave here at

dayli~ht to land at West Point, and march at daylight to-morrow
mornmg to hold the bridge at White House and fortify his position.
The other troops will follow as fast as possible with the tows that
each steamer has to take. Bridge builders can be sent immediately.

WM. F. SMITH,
:Jfajar-General.
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WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General.

JAMESTOWN ISLAND, VA., May 29, 1864-2 p. m.
(Via. Fort Monroe. Received 4:.20 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

At 11.30 a. m. to-day nearly all of my command were embarked.
They will all be at West Point, or, if the Pamunkey River can be
run at night, at the White House, early in the morning. I have
16,000 infantry, sixteen guns, one squadron of cavalry. General
Ames was ordered to report to you by telegraph the moment he
landed. I shall try to communicate at once WIth General Grant.
Shall in the meau time exercise my own judgment to some extent as
to the points of debarkation.

MAY 29, 1864. (Received 1.45 a. m.)
General MARTINDALE:

You will embark your t.roops as quickly as possible, and proceed
with the tows to West Point at as early an hour after daylight as
possible, and there await orders.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General, Commanding.

MAY 29, 1864. (Received 8.45 a. ro.)
General RINKS:

You will send the reserve brigade to report on the lines over here.
The pontoon bridge will be ready at 2 o'clock, 80 that you will start
at 12 m. Acknowledge receipt.

R. S. DAVIS,
Majar and Assistant Adjutant-General.

MAY 29, 1864-9.15 a. ro.
General BUTLER:

Dispatch received. The brigade will be ready at 12 m.
HINKS,

General.

MAY 29, 1864. (Received 10 a. m.)

DUNOAN,
Colonel.

General RINKS :
Please come over with your brigade.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Co-mmanding.

MAY 29, 1864-11.45 a. m.
Colonel AMES:

Yon are to remain in command at Spring Hill for the present.
You will ration your troops accordingly.
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MAY 29, 1864-8.:30 p. m.
Colonel AMES:

Send Captain Dollard·at or before daylight to-morrow morning to
capture a rebel picket. I am very desirous to obtaiu informatiou .
from Petersburg. Do all you can to obtain a picket.

HINKS,
General.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
James River, Jfay 2!), 1864-10 p. m.

(Via Fort Monroe, 6 p. m. 30th. Received 7.20 p. m.)
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy:
Went to Fort Powhatan and Wilson's Wharf to-day. The Pequot,

Atlanta, Dawn, and Young America will effectually help the troops.
One colored re~mentat each place, to hold against great odds thc80
important posItions, which the army is fortifying. General Wild
had 900 colored troops at Wilson's Wharf, and two 20-pounder Par
rotts, and no other m-tillery, when we were attacked. He says tho
enemy used no artillery, and were, he thinks, 2,000 strong. Ho
stated to me that the gun-boats wer~ of great a.ssistance to him in
repelling their attack.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
lrfay 29, 1864. (Via Yorktown.)

Maj. T. T. ECKERT,
Washington, D. C.:

Your dispatch of 27th has been shown to General Grant, who says
[the] line need not be extended farther than White House, as wo
will probably leave here before it cu.n reach us; cannot tell now
where we will meet Bickford, but will look out for him if we get
near railroad. Dispatches will be sent from headquarters to White
House by messenger. Will advise you as promptly as possible when
Grant makes his wants known. Our battery wagon was fired into
by rebels while leaving North Anna and broke down, and has been
destroyed. No OIle hurt and nothing but wagon lost. Battery in
good working order now, and we are in communication with all
corps and working well. Will write by first mail. Dover wants
you to send quantity of rubber slips for covering pilloces where con
IlE~tiOIlS have been made in field wire.

A. H. CALDWELL.

FORT MONROE, VA., lrfay 29, 1864.

Major ECKERT:
Bickford and party arrived this morning. Have got their six

teams complete and a steamer to take them direct to West Point.
21 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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G. D. SHELDON.

Have furnished them everything they wanted and material to make
20 miles with what they had. Teams and wagoners scarce. They
IAft at sundown. Palmer arrived at Yorktown at 11 a. m. to-day;
has run line from office to river; is now ferrying his train across
river on a barge; says it will take till midnight to finish crossing.
He will commence on Gloucester side at daylight in morning. Has
everything he wants. I will try to go to Yorktown to-morrow. .

G. D. SHELDON.

FORT MONROE, .J.Yay 29, 1864.
[Major ECKERT :]

Butler favors crossing at Yorktown and the north route. J. M.
Palmer and party, with Homan and Collins, arrived at Jamestown
last night; had to land them there, as they came down on regular
disj>atch-boat; would have been better if they had come here. They
will arrive at Yorktown this afternoon by land. Will hurry the
work; will lay the cables and have all ready. Propeller Detroit,
with material, arrived yesterday; was sent to Yorktown, and the
material is landed on Gloucester side. Operators will be distributed
according to orders.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., Afay 29, 1864.

Maj. R. S. DAVIS,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Dept. of T"'a. and N. C.:

MAJOR: Affairs in North Carolina remain quiet. I have organized
two or three expeditions, one toward Wilmington, and one to try to
blow up the ram in the Ruanoke. I hOlle strongly for success, and I
will do everything I can with mv smal force to worry the enemy in
this State. An unfortunate accillent with some of our own torpedoOt:l
a day or two since killed and woundO\} more than 50 men. It was,
in my opinion, the result of the grossest carelessness. I hope to pre
sent yet a good account of the force here.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General.

Two MILES SOUTHWEST OF HAW'S SHOP,
llfay 30, 1864-4 p. m. (Received 10.45 a. m.31st.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:'

There seems to be some prospect of Lee making a stand north of
the Chickahominy. his right near Shady- Grove. I have heard noth
ing yet of Smith's troops Toaching WhIte House. If I can get up to
attack will not await hIS arrival. I wish you would send all the :pOll
toon bridging you can to City Point to have H ready in case It is
wanted.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-4 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
Commanding:

GENERAL: A dispatch from Sheridan reports he drove the enemy's
cavalry this afternoon, and now occupies Cold Harbor, ParsleY\i,
and the cross-roads from Cold Harbor and Parsley's, connectIng
with "''' arren's left. I have advised him of Smith's movement, and
told him to keep a sharp lookout for any movement of the enemy
in that direction. I have not moved Wright.

Respectfully,
GEO. G. MEADE.

[PeDcl1 Indorsement.J

Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, commanding Eighteenth Army Corps,
will repo~ to, aIllI receive orders from, ~aj. Gen., George G. Meade,
commanding Army' of the Potomac, until otherWIse ordered.

NEAR HAW'S SHOP, VA.,
May 30, 186-!-5.20 p. m.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

Is it not evident that the enemy's line is entirely to the left of Gen
eral Wright's? If he is not alreadydoiug RO. it seems to me that he
should push forward his right as fa.r as possible, holding connection
with Hancock with his left.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieldenant-General.

NEAR HAW'S SHOP, VA.,
May 30, 18U-!-U,40 p. m.

Major-Genera.l MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

General Smith will debark his force at the White House to
night and start up the south bank of the Pamunkey, at an early
hour, probably at 3 a. m. in the morning. It is not improhable
that the enemy, being aware of Smith's movement, will be feeling
to get on our left flank for the purpose of cutting him off, or by
a dash to crush him and get back before we are aware of it.
Sheridan ought to be notified to watch the enemy's movements
well out toward Cold Harbor, and also on the Mechanicsvillo
road. Wright should bo got well massed on Hancock's right so
that if it becomes necessary he can take the place of the latter
readily whilst troops are bemg thrown east of the Totopotomoy, if
necessary. I want Sheridan to send a cavalry force of at leaBt )ut1f
a brigade, if not a whole brigade, at 5 o'clock in the morning'. to
communicate with Smith and to return with him. I will send orders
for Smith by the messenger you send to Sheridan with his orders.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
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C. W. HOWELL,
Corps of Engineers.

CIRCULAR.]

HE'ADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May iW, ]8G4-10.25 a. m.

Maj. J. C. DUANE,
Chief Enyineel', Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac:

There is no very material change in the lines here since last night.
General Barlow's skirmish line has advanced to the creek on the
left of the Cold Harbor road. The enemy has a Whitworth ~n
in position and firing on Generals Gibbon's and Barlow's skirmISh
ers. The gun cannot be seen, and it is supposed to be firing at
long range. They have also been throwing shells at the Shelton
house, where we have a battery. Their ~unswill be silenced as soon
as they can be seen. General Hancock IS developing the line of the
creek. If there is another officer available I WIsh you would send
him to relieve me some time this afternoon, as it is almost impossi
ble for me to ride. If there is none I can remain. I am now with
General Hancock.

CHARLES N. TURNBULL,
Captain, Engineer.'t.

MAY 30, 1864-1.30 p. m.
Major DUANE,

Ch1"ef Engineer, Army of the Potomac:
General Griffin has moved out on the first road south of the

Totopotomoy to within about a mila of the road past Richardson's
to Walnut Grove Church. As he advances the skirmishing becomeS
more obstinate, which leads me to believe that the enemy is taking
up position in front of the Shady Grove Church and Mechallicsville
road. The country is very much cut up and affords strong positions
for skirmishers. Tho road seems to be along a ridge.

C. W. HOWELL,
Corps of Engineers.

MAY 30, ]864-6 p. m.
Major DUANE,

Chief Ellgineer, Army of the Potmnac:
General Crawford was driven off of the Mechanicsville road, a.nd

took up position on the south side of the road on which General
Griffin was advancing'. General Griffin's ri~ht is within a mile of
the road to Walnut Grove Church, and the IIDe of the Fifth Corps
extends from General Griffin south of the road on which he is and
parallel to it; the left is in front of Anderson's house. The enemy
are on the Mechanicsville road and throwing up rifle-pits. Our
position is quite good.

HEADQlJARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
ltfay 30, 1864-6 a. m.

Corps and other independent commanders will draw to-day three
days' rations for the troops from the general supply train, so that
the men will have five days' rations on their persons from to-morrow
morning. The attention of all commanders 18 called to the necessity
of issuing stringent instructions to preV('ut tho waste of subsistence
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stores, as, under existing circumstances, deficielleies, however they
ma.y arise, cannot he made good. The supply trains will be to-day
in the vicinity of the Hundley house.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864.

As soon as the general lines the troops are to occupy have bepn
determined and reached after a movement, corps commanders will
at once locate their headquarters, and communicate the position
of the same to these headquarters, so that the commanding general
may know where to send dispatches to them, and, when practicable,
have the telegraph line promptly run out. At present much time
is frequently lost in ascertaining the position of corps commanders
at the close of a march.

By command of Major-General Meade:

COLONEL SHELTON'S HOUSE, May 30, 186-1-8 a. m.
Captain TAYLOR:

Enemy opened this forenoon on our working party with artillery,
distance abOut 750 Y3rds. No damage done. Party still throwing
up works for artillery. Brisk skirmishiug in Barlow's front.

J. E. HOLLAND,
Lieutenant, Sig~wl Corps, U. S. Army.

(Copy to Generals Hancock and Barlow.)

Top OF COLONEL SHELTON'S HOUSE,
May 30, 18U4-8.15 a. m:

HOLLAND,
LieuJ.,enant and Signed Officer.

(Copy to General Barlow and Captain Taylor.)

General HANCOCK:
Enemy have one" light twelve" at present bearing on this point.

They are engaged at present in completing works on their right (as
visible), but very few show theD;1selves above ~hei~ works, although
their sharpshooters are busy firmg on our skirmIshers. One gun
just opeuoo on this point, firing on our working parties, doing no
damage.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-8.45 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK, Commanding Second Corps:
The commanding general wishes to know what the artillery firing

was this morning a little after 7 o'clock?
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

~!tfajor-Generaland Chief of Staff·
(Copy to General Warren.)

_L __ ~ __
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864-9 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac .-

The firing about 7 a. m. was from the enemy opening on my work
ing parties. My guns replied very little. I am waiting to complete
my epaulements and the rifle-pits for the infantry supports, wlien I
shall open on their works. This is an advance work, and requires
some protection for infantry in. case it should be assaulted. The
ground is open around, but could be assaulted if the enemy pleased.
My rifle-pits will be completed very soon. Barlow is pusliing his
skirmishers along the Cold Harbor road, and is somewhat engaged.
Gibbon will do the same.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

I wish to develop positively the enemy's position along that road.
They have a strong line of skirmishers.

MAY 30, 1864-9.25 a. m.
General WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac.-
I have not yet positively determined the enemy's position in front

of Barlow's left and Gibbon. The enemy have been driven from
their first heavy skirmish line behind detached rifle-pits, which we
now occupy with a brigade of each division. There is now a ravine
between the enemy's forces and ours, but I do not think it is the
creek. I think the creek is still behind that point.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Mador-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
llfay 30, 1864-9.40 a. m.

[General WILLIAMS:]
GENERAL: I send in a prisoner taken from a North Carolinaregi

ment, Hoke's brigade, on the skirmish line of the enemy, on Gen
eral Barlow's front, to our left of the Cold Harbor road. Their skir
mish line is on this side of the swamp. He says their line of battle
is on the other side of the swamp, probably a mile from where we
first encountered the skirmish line. He says they came there Satur
day night and commenced intrenching; he thinks they are pretty
strong by this time. He thinks Lee's army is pretty generally up
here. I send him back on horseback. The Sixth Corps have con
nected with our reconnaissance and are marching down. I have
reeommended General Burnside to cut a road through the swamp
behind Warren's pickets, to connect with Warren in case of diffi
culty, which appears likely.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, HW4-11.15 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Ge'nera!, Army of the Potmnac ..

The present skirmish firing is from General Barlow, who is feeling
his way with some skirmishers across the swamp to a crest, from
which the enemy's skirmish line have been firing at his line of bat
tle, with a view of determining whether tlJPre is really anyt.hiug
strong behind it or not. It does not look as if it werA helel very
strong, and no bad results can follow even if it is.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, C07lwwntling.·

SECOND CORPS,
May 30,1864-3.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
. Ohief of Staff ..

The following has just been received from the Shelton house:
SHELTON HoesE.

Major-General HANCOCK :

The Shelton house is riddled by shot of enemy. Our batteries and mortars in
front of the house have KilpnCt'd for the prPBpnt enemy's KtlDS, our batteries lioing
splendid work, almost every shot !'triking where aimed. Slight HkirDlillhing going
on now.

J. E. HOLLAND.
LieutelUlnt, Signal Corps.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
MoJor- Gene ra!.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND' ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1R(j4-4.20 p. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac ..

General Barlow's skirmishers took the first crest beyond the creek,
but the enemy held a hill still beyond and commanding it ; and the
brigade commander, after suffering some little loss. thought it well
to withdraw the skirmishers. But General Barlow is about to re
lieve the skirmishers with another line, and will continue his efforts,
probably with a better result. I have no doubt that General Bar
low will be able to hold across the creek, because the loss on our
side and the numbers of the enemy seen did not show a necessity of
withdrawal. A wounded rebel, taken on the other side of the creek,
reports that Ewell's corps is on our front in force.

• WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 18G4-5.05 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General ..

General Birney reports as follows: That General Wright has
made connection with his ri~ht at a point half mile in front of Over·
ton's house. He says that hIS first line is within 500 yards of enemy's

•
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line, and that it'is only a skirmish with sharpshooters. The enemy
show no O'reat force in their intrenchments, which seem to be re
fused at tYw point of connection between this corps and Sixth. Gen
eral Wright s headquarters are at Overton's, and the telegraph is

. being run there.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, U. S. l""ols., Comdg. &cond Corps.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK:
How far are your headquarters from.Haw's Shop, and is there a

good position near you for general headquarters ?
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-6 p. m.

Brig. Gen. SETH WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have received the dispatch in reference to the Sixth
Corps, and have referred it to Major-General Birney for an imme
diate answer. General Birney, who had just left here before re
ceiving your dispatch, remarked to me that the Sixth Corps had
wasted hours in getting in position. It is a self-evident fact that
the Second Corps have had a sight [sic] for the last twenty-four
hours without change, except that the skirmishers on the extreme
right have been advanced toward the enemy to develop his position,
as the Sixth Corps did not arrive.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-6.50 p. m. (Received 7.10 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding &cond Army Corps:

General Warren reports that he is attacked on his left flank. The
general commanding directs that to relieve Warren you attack
wherever you can find a point suitahle for it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chi~f of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864-7 p. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

I find that General Barlow's skirmishers have not fallen back to
this side of the stream. The report that his skirmishers had retirM
was incorrect. They had been ordered to fall back, but did not do
so until the order was countermanded.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General•

•
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-7.20 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Your order was received at 7.10 p. m. I have directed each divis

ion commander to assault at such point of his line as he may deem
best. General Barlow has already replied that he will attack at
once. I have also directed my artillery to open. General Ricketts,
who is on Birney's right, ought to move at the same time to protect
Birney's ri~ht. General Birney has just sent word that he will
attack on hIS right, and if General Wright moves, it will assist him
materially.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQ"C'ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-7.30 p. m. (Received 7.40 p. ro.)

General HANCOCK:
Cea..qe operations at dark.

(Same to General Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30,1864-7.50 p. m.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

GENERAL: I have ordered operations to cease at dark. Some of
my colurons are attacking. I will report which and report progress
88 soon as I can get accurate information. The infantry firing so far
has not been heavy.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-7.40 p. m. (Received 7.52 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
General Warren reports that the attack on him has quieted down

with the repulse of the enemy's first attack.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
MOJor- General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-8 p. m.

General WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: Thfl enemy just now threw 7 white rockets in quick

succession on my right and front, and 3 since. Some musketry is
going on.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
A-!ny 30, 1864-8.15 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS.
May 30, 1864-9.05 p. m.

General HA.NCOCK,
Second Army Corps:

There is a gap between your left and my right which General
Owen told General Potter he would fill with a brigade, but he had
not done it when I left the line a few minutes ago. It is possible he
may have done it before this, but it might be well to remmd him of
the importance of it. both to your command and mine. I wonld be
glad to fill it myself, but I really have not the troops, having had to
relieve Griffin's line in order that he might go to the relief of War
1'en's left. I deem it of the utmost importance that that part of the
line should be intrenched Lefore morning. Howare you getting on?

A. E. BURNSIDE.
. Major-General.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
CO'Inmanding Ninth Army Corps:

I have received your dispatch in regard to the gap betwoon my
left and your right, which was caused, as is reported to me, as
having occurred from General Owen moving forward to attack in
conformity with orders from General Meade. As General Wright
will be probably moved to the left to-night to support Warren, and
I think it inadvisable to order Owen to fall back, you had better
fill the gap for the time being, and I will send more troops to that
point should General Wright not move.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Mny 30, 1864-8.30 p. m. (Received 8.40 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
Warren has repulsed an attack of the enemy, but reports their

moving to his left. It will probably be necessary to move Wright to
the left. You had better mtrench strongly so as to hold your line
with the minimum force and give you as much as possible so as to
meet a flank attack.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potom,ac:

I send you the reports· of my division commanders as to the oper
ations of this evening. The left of my line, (General Owen), is in
advance of General Burnside, owing to General Owen moving

*See Barlow to Walker. 9 p. m.; Gibbon to Hancock, 8.4fi p. m.; Birney to
Walker, 9 p. m.,'pp. 832, ~, 334. .
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forward to the attack, which General Burnside apparently did not
do. If General Wri~ht is moved to the left, I think General Burn
side had better fill the gap; if not, I will do it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Majar-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May aD, 1864-9.20 p. m.

General WILLIAMS, .
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potmnac:

You can move General Wright over to the left without any fear.
We can hold the right with the force I have. I shall make arrange
ments to have a swift and strong line.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Co·mmanding.

,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
lIfay 30, 18(j4-9.30 p. m.

General S. WILLIAMS;
GENERAL; My signal officers deserve esp('('ial commendation to

day. Lieut. William Niel [Lieut. William H. R. Neel, Ninety-fifth
Pennsylvania Infantry] and Lieutenant Holland remained at the
station on top of Colonel Shelton's house during the whole day.
The house was struck by 51 artillery shots, and both the officers were
struck and bruised by shell. A large family of ladies were in the
cellar of the house during the shelling, but I had last night advised
them to leave, and did so repeatedly to-day, offering them facilities
for so doing, which they refused, trusting in God, as they were
members of the church. I have sent my report of operations this
evening by an orderly. Presume it has reached you by this.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

~[ajar-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS.
May 30, 1864.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

GENERAL: In the attack to-night Colonel Brooke drove the enemy
out of a very strong intrenched skirmish line not parallel to the
creek-their left bein~ inclined back. No lights are visible and no
sounds indicating theIr presence.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HDQRS. ARTILLERY BRIGADE, SECuND CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

Lieut. Col. F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Corps:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that this afternoon about
sundown I received an order to open fire with the artillery in my
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charge in ol'ller to cover or threaten' an assault. As soon a.s possible
thereafter (about 25 minutes) I opened with sixteen pieces and six
Coehorn mortars, ~)osted in front of and to the right and left of the
Shelton house. 'Ihe fire I kept up about half an hour, when I re
ceived orders from the major-general commanding to cease firing.
No reply was made by the enemy. Owing to the darkness the effect
of the firing could nQt be observed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. TIDBALL,

, Colonel. Com'!nanding Artillery.

ARMORY SQUARE HOSPITAL,
Washington, D. C., May 30, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Command'ing Second Corps:

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that on the morning of
the 12th in your famous char~ewith the Second Corps, while in com
mand of the Nineteenth Mame, I captured the flag of the Thirty
third Virginia Regiment. I was wounded some three hours after
ward. I now have the flag in my possession. I was intending to send
it to the Governor of our State; but will dispose of it otherwise if
you direct. I have reported the captnre of the flag to Captain Banes,
assistant adjutant-general of our brigade, but learning that you were
making inquiries for the flag of the Thirty-third Virginia, I hope
yon will pardon me for taking this method of informing you. .

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. WELCH,

Major Nineteenth Maine Volunteers.

[Indol'lltlment,]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1l:l64.

Respectfully forwarded.
The adjutant-general is respectfully- requested to Bend to Major

Welch for the fla~ he admits he has m his possession. Reiterated
orders hav£' been Issued from the~e headquarters directing that all
flags taken from the enemy be sent in, that they may be forwarded
to the War Department, as required by the regulations; and the dis
regard of these orders by officers I consider exceedingly reprehensible.

GEO. G. MEADE,
~Major-General,C07nmanding.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-9 p. m.

Lieut. Col. F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Corps:

COLONEL: At 7.20 p. m. to-day I received orders to attack the
enemy, for the purpose of relieving General Warren. The attack
was ordered to be made upon the most fluitable point. I attacked
at once with Brooke's brigade at the nearest point, in order to make
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the diversion as prompt as possible. At about 8 p. m. received
orders to discontinue the attack. At that time Brooke's brigade had
advanced over the creek and to the top of a wooded ridge running
nearly perpendicular to the Cold Harbor road, at a point 1 mile from
the cross-roads. A somewhat heavy fire of the enemy was met
with-described to me by Colonel Brooke as being a line of battle.
I do not believe it to be more than a very heavy skirmish line. In
the darkness we could not soo the enemy or any works. By the
light of the fire of our artillery it is reported to me that troops of the
enemy were seen moving to their right during our attack. No artil
lery was used by the enemy upon our attacking force. I occupy the
crest above named with a strong skirmish line, connecting with
General Gibbon on my left and General Birney on my right.

.Respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW•

. Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

F. C. B.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864-10.20 p. m.

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Dit'ision.

P. S.--General Gibbon is not snfficiently advanced to connect with
the left of our present skirmish line. I ask that he may do so. I
send up 1 officer and 1 man, prisoners. They say the line from which
they came is not intrenched.

Lieut. Col. F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that in the attack of to-night
Colonel Brooke drove the enemy out of a verv strongly intrenched
skirmish line of works. This line is not parallel to the creek, but
obliq\le, their right resting in the swamp near the creek. and their
left running inclined back toward the general line of their works.
No lights are visible from this work in the direction of the enemy,
and no sounds indicating their presence are heard. We can see
farther in the morning.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
May 30, 1864-8..!5 p. m.

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General of V·olunteers, Comdg. Division.

[General HANCOCK:]
GENERAL: The result of my attack, which was made at a very

late hour this afternoon, was simply to advance the right of my
skirmish line, well snpported. to the foot of the bluffs on the other
side of the stream. the tops of which were occupied by the enemy in
rifle-pits; not, however, in very strong force. The left of my picket
line, supported by a brigade. has swung around toward the right and
moved up toward the right. for a time discollnecting itself from
General Burnside's right, which, I am informed, did not advance. I
have directed the connection to be re-established.

Respectfully,
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION,
May 30, 1864.

Maj. J. M. NORVELL,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division:

SIR: In answer to a note just received from you. I have the honor
to state that the creek in my front is from 2 to 3 feet in depth, and
from 12 to 15 feet in width. There appears to be no obstructions on
the other side of the creek. I can advance my skirmish line without
much difficulty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSHUA T. OWEN,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARM.... CORPS,
May 30, 1864-8 p. m.

General BIRNEY:
General Barlow and General Birney will under no circumstances

withdraw the brigade in support of the artillery at the Shelton house
withont orders from these headquarters. A strong skirmish line
should be thrown out well to the front and around the flanks all
ni~ht,and the original line of battle, sufficient to support the aUvanced
bngades, should be kept up in connection with any subsequent
operations.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
F. A. WALKER,

AS.'1istant Adjutant-Gene·ral.

P. S.-The safety of the guns as far as the right of the road is
concerned is intrusted to General Birney and on the left of the road
to General Barlow.

F. A. WALKER,
A88istant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-9 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER.
Assistant Adjuumt-General:

SIR: Immediately upon receipt of order to attack, I sent a staff
officer to General Mott, ordering his brigade on my right to attack
without delay. I advanced the artillery with my division to suitable
positions, aud ordered my Second Brigade to be in readiness to sup
port Mott's. I received the order after 7 o'clock, and before General
Mott commenced the attack I received an order from Lieutenant
Colonel Morgan to suspend operations. I have called upon General
Mott for an explanation of the delay on part of his brigade, which
should have been in readiness, as it was within a few hundred yards
of enemy's works and in line of battle, to have obeyed the order
instantly. I will forward his explanation. .

I am, your obedient servant,
D. B. BIRNEY,

~Major-General.

My picket-line is being pushed out in front of new line.
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HDQRS.3D BRIG., aD DIV., SECOND ARMY CORP8,
May 30, 1864.

Maj. F. BIRNEY,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Second Corps:

MAJOR: In accordance with instructions from headquarters Third
Division, I have the honor to report that at 7.25 this p. m. I received
orders to attack the enemy without delay. I immediately ordered
my pickets to advance, which was promptly done, and prepared the
brigade for an attack. Three regiments of my right advanceu some
200 yards, the other about 100 yards, when the order to attack WaR
countermanded. When the order to attack was received the brigade
was lying in the woods screened from the enemy, with the intention
of taking a position or advance at dusk. The position is now taken
and the rifle-pits being built. It was impracticable to do it before,
as the command would have been exposed to the fire from the enemy's
works. My pickets are now advanced and the connection on the
right and left are perfected.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. MOTT,

Brigadier- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
May 30, 1864-4.50 a. m.

General BURNSIDE:
I am directed to take position on your left. Will you please let

me know when you are in position? .
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General of Volunteers.

BlTRN8IDE'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 30, Hl64.

General WARREN:
Your dispatch received. I have just returned from the front and

find that General Hancock is posting his command on or near the
Hanover Court-House and Cold Harbor road, with two divisions
east of the old Richmond road and one west. I mean the road that
leads from Harris' [Haw's] Shop to Atlee's. I am to take position
on his left, but I do not know yet where my left will be. My troops
have started, and the position is being laid out by Major Morton.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
jJfajor-General.

HEADQUARTERs FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1H(j4-5 a. m.

General BURNSIDE:
It is Vly wish that your troops might take up the position occuI,ied

by General Griffin, and allow of his being moved farther to the eft.
So far only one brigade has been thus relieved by General Crittenden.
General Griffin may have covered more ground than General Crit
tenden thinks he can take, but as no enemy was found within a mile

-~~-
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-6.30 a. m.

of that front at dark, it ie believed to be notparticularly threatened.
There is skirmishing to the left of General Griffin this morning, and
it has been going on all nilSht. It is held by the Pennsylvania Re
serves, who have to be relIeved to-day on account of the expiration
of their term of service. In order that I may keep up connectioll
with )'ou without having my line broken, I renew my request to re
lieve General Griffin, or at least one more of his brigades.

Respectfully,

General HUMPHREYS:
I was compelled to put a brigade at Linney's corner across the

Totopotomoy last evening to guard Griffin's rear. Could not Sheri
dan picket the road from Linney's to the headwaters-of the Matade
quin beyond Gibson's and Gilman's place? ' He is now picketing the
road to Old Church and beyond.

G. K. WARREN,
Majqr- General.

MAY 30, 1864-7 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

Last evening I understood the cavalry were to cover my left flank,
but just as General Griffin had reached his farthest advance, Gen
eral Gregg sent me word'that ~is.pickets on my left were withdrawn.
I supposed he meit.nt those thls slde of the Totopotomoy Creek. As
infantry were reported moving in that direction I sent a brigade
down to the bridge, and pushed skirmishers out to Linney's. The
bridge was torn up by our cavalry, and the nearest l?ickets of cavalry
were about at Mrs. Pate's. My left flank of skirmlshers at the time
was about at Gibson's and Shelton's.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-7 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
General Sheridan's instructions cover your request.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

MAY 30,1864-8 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

A deserter, a bOl of fifteen, from the Thirty-first Virginia, Pegram's
brigade, of Ewell s corps. has come in. He says his brigade moved
out to support their cavalry yesterday, and he fell out. He is a mere
boy, and says he has been in the guard-house nearly all the time.
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Ewell's corps yesterday, he says, were in line of battlo ahout 3 or 4
miles southwest from here. He does not know if they al'O tlwl'e this
morning, but as he came along he saw their piekllts a.bout one-fourth
of a mile from ours. I ma.ke out from his statement that Ewell is
on the right of their army, and that Griffin strnck cavalry, which
they sent infantry to support. General Griffin reports that the
enemv are not there now. I have directed him to reconnoiter with
a brigade until he finds them.

G. K. WARREN,
Majm·. General.

P. S.-The deserter says he was told that General Lee was sick,
and that General Ewell was in command.

G. K. W.

P. S.-I am keeping my troops in hand and waiting developments
before taking ull any rosition. I think the lines of Generals Han
cock and Burnside wiI swing around so as to face southwest and
throw m~ all south of the Totopotomoy, and if I move on to the
north of it we will get mixed up. General Burnside will inform me
when his left is in position. In the mean time I am reconnoitering
in my front and left.

G. K. W.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-8.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Your dispatch by Captain Jay received. Whatever information

Goneral Burnside develops and sends here will be sunt to you as soon
as received, and your connection with him will be expected.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-8.45 a. m.

General WARREN:
Tho commanding general wishes to know what the artillery firing

was this morning a little after 7 o'clock.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General U1ul Ch'ief of Slaff.
[Indol'llement.]

I don't know. I believe it was in front of Hancock.
G. K. WARREN,

Mador-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
.May 30, 1864-9 a. ffi.

General HUMPHREYS:
Having learned the left of the Second Corps reaches to the Toto

potomo:r, '1 have ordered all of my corps sonth of that stream to
make room for General Burnside. I should move l:louth till I struck
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the road from Linney's running southwesterly, instead of the one
General Griffin's advance is on. It is easy to come over from one to
the other.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

My headquarters will be at this, Via's, about 2 miles south- of
Norman's.

G. K. W.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-10.15 a. m.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

General WARREN:
I understand from your. dispatch of 9 a. m. that. you would move

out the road runnin~ southwest from Linney's so as to leave room
for Burnside, and wIthout waiting for instructions to that effect
from these headquarters. The commanding general approved the
course you mentIOned. Let me know if I am right in my under
standing of the matter.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, ,
May 30, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN, Commanding F,ifth Corps:
I send you copy of a dispatch'" just received from General Han

cock. The commanding general directs that you do not get far off
to the left before connecting with General Burnside, so that you
may be supported by him should you require it. I send you also
copy of a dispatcht from General Burnside. The commanding gen
eral directs that you aid General Burnside in opening a road between
him and yourself, so as to connect.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-11 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Your dispatch just recoived. I have already sent word to General

Griffin to make a good connection on his right before advancing
farther. I think he must be already well on the flank of the force
in front of General Hancock. My whole corps is in supporting dis
tance. If the enemy is strongly intrenched anywhere on my front I
will report it at once. I send you a sketch of position.! I would
like you to send it back by your next messenger.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

P. S.-The enemy's cavalry annoy me on the road from Linney's
southwest.

G. K. WARREN.
*800 Hancock to Humphreys, 9.40 a. m., p. 826.

t800 Burnside to Humphreys. 10.10 a. m., p. 856. .
Not found with this plI.per; but s~ sj{etch l\CCQU1panyi~ Wan;mrs dispatch of

9.80 p. m., June 4, p. 579, -

'r··- .
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, HW4-11.12 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Your dispatch of 10.15 just receiv(\(l. When I wrotu you at 9

a. m. Major Morton was at my crossing of the Totopotomoy, going
to the south of it, and I was told General Hancock s left extended
to the stream. This must have been all changed, as he did not come
over. I did not extend south on the other road. I have officers out
now looking for the left of Burnside or Hancock. The picket-firing
is well on my right. I have ceased to advance, and am pushing to
the right again to feel and learn the country..

G K. WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Jfay 30, 1864-12 m.

General HUMPHREYS:
General Griffin's skirmishers connect with General Burnside's, and

I have given directions to pre~s haek the onemy's skirmishers. W 0

have'taken 3 prisoners from Rodes' division, Ewell's corps, who say
that his whole corps is intrenched ahout half or three-quartet·s of a
mile on Griffin's front, which bring them nearly at Shady GroVf~. I
have seen Colonel Forsyth, of General Sheridan's staff, and informed
him of the position of my left.

G. K. WARREN,
:!Jfajor- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-1 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I have no recent reports from my front. There have heen a few

cannon-shots recently. I think they were mine. One of tho pris
oners says it is Ewell that is sick, and in Richmond. He had heard
it was Lee, but did not think that was so. At any rate Early is in
command of the corps. The prisoners are North Carolinians, and I
have sent them up.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

GENERAL WARREN'S HEADQUARTERS,
ltfay 30, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General RAWLINS, Chief of Staff:
General Warren's skirmishers are still advancing, He is in ad

vance of the troops on his right. He has taken some more prison
ers of Ewell's corps. They report earth-works about three-fourths
of a mile from Griffin's line.

O. E. BABCOCK,
Lieutenant-Colonel. and Aide-de-Camp.

MAY 30, 1864-2.10 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS:

There seems to be some mistake about the ca.valry covering my
1,,4 General Crilwford just sends me worq that he has sent e. bn-

- " .
~ if· ,-' -.
I • • ' Ie .~~ .... ~
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G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

gade over to that roall to clear the enemy's cavalry away. If Gen
eral Burnside comes south of the Totopotomoy, I should have
abundant force to take possession of that road myself. General
Sheridan's cavalry is I believe lying in the vicinity of New Castle
Ferry. .

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-2.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I have learned from my officers that the left of the Second Corps

does reach the Totopotomoy, and that a division of the Ninth Corps
is about to cross to the south side in that vicinity. We have taken
(j more prisoners from Rodes' division. The cavalry now connect
down tlie road from Linney-'s to Mechanicsville. The artillery firing
here is mine. No line of battle has yet been encountered; I am
going out to the front. Have you any instructions? My advance
has passed General Burnside's skirmishers on my right.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-2.40 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
I transmitted your dispatch of 2.30 p. m. to General Meade, lit

Hancock's headquarters. If he has any reply to make to you I shall
receive it in ten minutes. I suppose there can be none since your
intended position and the modifications that changes in Burnside's
may produee are understood from your previous dispatches.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HANCOCK'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 30, 18(j4-2.40 [po m.].

Major-General WARREN:
Your dispatch of 2.30 received. No other instructions than those

given you last night can be given till you disclose the position of
the enemy. Burnside reports he has one division in position be
tween you and Griffin. I understand, howevor, only a brigade of
that division was required for this purpose. I send you It copy* of
instructions sent to Burnside, for your information. If, on oxamina
tion, you think it expedient to attack the enemy you call do so.
Hancock's front is strongly held by them. and it would not seem
probable that much can be done here. Such of Burnside's force not
III the line or wanted to fill any gap you may make can be used to
aid you.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

*See Meade to Burnside, 2.30 p. m., p. 356.
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

MAY 30, Ul6!-3 p. m.
Major-General MEADE:

General Griffin reports to me that he has struck the enemy's line
with rifled cannon in position. We have taken about 30 prisoners,

- Rodes' division, Nortli Carolinians. The orders last night contem
plated the cavalry covering my left. They have not done it. I
have had to send a large infantry force off of my line of march to
drive away the enemy's cavalry and support it. My right is in ad
vance of General Burnside's troops there. I think his whole force
should cross over and let me move to the left if I am to go farther,
as I now have to advance on two diverging roads. I do not know
how to communicate with him, except by sending to General Potter.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-4 p. m. (Received 4.15 p. m.)

General MEADE:
The enemy have got in force around my left flank. Any troops

that can be sent to the Via house are desirable.
Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-4.15 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

I have already communicated to General Sheridan the fact that
the enemy's cavalry in the Linney, Gilman, &c., road have been
annoying yon all day, and that you had been obliged to send a bri
gade to drive them off while you moved elsewhere. Your dispatch
of 4 p. m. just received. General Burnside reports that he has
crossed his corps on the south side of the Totopotomoy, and has a
large reserve. Thlil telegraph does not communicate with him. I
will send at once to find him and direct him to send more force at
once to the Via house. You had better communicate with Potter.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-4.26 p. m.

General MEADE:
We have formed a division to meet the advance of the enemy

toward my left. Got artillery in position and order restored. If
General Burnside moves. across the stream I will take care of my
own left.
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[lndoM;(>ment. ]

Burnside has been directed to furnish Warren assistance. He has
two divisions in. reserve.

[G. G. M.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, ,
May 30, 1864-4.45 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The major-general commanding directs me to say that you are too

far to the left of General Burnside, who will have too great a space
to occuPY and have a strong reserve force. Send a staff officer to
him to mdicate where your nght is, and one to show where you wish
the supporting force brought to. General Burnside is ordered by
the major-general commanding to send what troops of his not in
line to support you at once. and to attack the enemy. Two of his
divisions are south of the Totopotomoy; one north of it. He will
be able to send you a division for support.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
~Major-General and Chief of Staff.

G. K. WARREN.
Major- General.

MAY 30, 1864-5.~0 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS: 1

I have already made just such arrangements, or nearly sO'; as your
dispatch of 4.45 directs. I have sent Major Roebling to get the near
est division of General Burnside to take Griffin's place and let him
move toward my center. If this can be done before dark we will
attack. From the reports I receive I should think the enemy de
signed attacking me.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 18G4-5.40 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Y onr dispatch received. Two brigades of Burnside were sent to

you at 5.20. He is ordered to send you all his surplus force. Froul
the position of the army' Burnside iSlrobably the only source from
which you can be readIly re-enforce. If you think the enemy is
in sufficient force to attack you, the commanding general thinks it
would be better to receive his attack rather than attack him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
.Major-General and Chief of Sla.ff.

MAY 30, 1864-G p. m.
General HUMPHREYS:

The enemy brought up a battery to the neighborhood of Bethesda.
Church and opened. I doubt if any of General Burnside's troops
will be here in time to do anything this evening. I think I can hold
my own, if not attacked in very great force.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 186!-6.20 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The commanding general directs me to inform you that General

Burnside reports that he has connected with you twice to-day, and
each time you have moved off your right without notice to him. The
comYnanding general desires you to keep the commander of the corps
with which your flank connects advised of your intention to change
position so that the connections may be continued. The two brigades
from General Burnside are reported by the staff officer to haye left
him at 4.50 and not 6.20 to joiu you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Maj01'-Geneml and Chief of Slaff.

A. E. BURNSIDE.
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS.
M(l.Y 30, 1864.

General VVARREN:
I aYn ordered to send you re-enforcements. Where shall I send

them? If Griffin would fall back and connect with our left, would
you not be all right?

MAY 30, 186!-6.15 p. m.
General BURNSIDE:

I wish you would Bend a force to take General Griffin's place, and
let hilll move to my left, or send re-enforcements to my line about
the point where the enemy's battery now is firing. I am not pressed
now, but support to be of any use must come soon. I have sent an
officer to your left to find you or any division commander there,
with an order from General Meade for re-enforcements from you,
with which he wishes us to attack the enemy.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Mny 30, 1864-6.30 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

General HUMPHREYS:
I am in the midst of an attack by the enemy and holding my own;

it comes from the road on my left.
Respectfully,

[IndoJ'8ement.]

Hancock and Burnside ordered to attack. Wright previously
ordered to push close and [if practicable] to attack.

G. G. M.

~
. -',. . ~ ..
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-6.50 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
I have not been in communication with General BUl'llside to-day

till lately, as I was moving forward under common orders to him
and me. 'With a connection once establisbed, I think if we moved
forward the line connecting should have done so without further
notice. I did not intend to stop at all, except the enemy made me.

Respectfully,

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
. The commanding general desires to know the result of the attack
upon you.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-7.30 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
It has all quieted down with the repulse of the enemy.

ordered a strong lin~ of skirmishers to push out.
Respectfully,

I ha.ve

MAY 30, 1864-7.30 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

~. S.-Reports say the enemy moved off to our left.
G. K. W.

General HUMPHREYS:
We are picking up a good many prisoners, and the rebel dead are

reported numerous.
Respectfully,

·A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 18£4-7.45 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The major-general commanding directs me to acknowledge the re

ceipt of your dispatch respecting the connection with General Burn
side, and to say that your orders required connection to be made
with General Burnside before moving forward, and to be maintained
during that movement, and that as a general principle the connect
ing flank should never be moved without due and continued notice
to the adjoining corps.
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A. E. BURN~IDE,
Major- General.

"0'

,

I
~

.
0-

~

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-8.15 p. m.

General WARREN:
What is the present disposition of your troops' have you any

connection with Burnside? Do you want additional forces to hold
your present position? Answer at once.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH CORPS,
May 30, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
I have just returned from the lines, and find that General Crit

tenden had already relieved a principal portion of Griffin's division,
and is now in condition to relieve the whole of it. I had the re
enforcements started, but Major Roebling told me that you pre
ferred that Griffin should be relieved. I am sorry I was not able to
aid you sooner, and hope you were successful in repulsing the en
emy.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

Major-General WARREN:
I had re-enforcements ready to send you, just as Major Roebling

arrived, who stated that you desired me to relieve Griffin instead of
sending re-enforcements. I gave the order at once, and it is now
being carried out as rapidly as possible. If you desire it, I will send
re-enforcements instead of a division.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-9 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
In answer to your communication if I want re-enforcements to

hold my own, I think not, provided I can have some force to watch
the country east of me, so that I shall not have to hold a large contin
gent for the enemy's unexpected movements. My left rests on the
mill pond at the head of the Matadequin Creek. General Sheridan
reports his troops at the mill there. Thence I extend toward Shady
Grove about 2 miles; then Griffin's division, facing southwest and
connecting with General Burnside. I would like to have General
Burnside relieve Griffin; then I think I can swing over on the road
to Mechanicsville. We punished the eneniy badly to-night. Grif
fin's division drove back Rodes all day, while a force was accumu-

tf. lated on his flank and rear. This General Crawford fought and
~'. beat han.dsomely. Some other troops took part and the artillery did
~

~L'_'
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

excellent service. I believe a strong force moving' direct on to Me
chanic~lVil1e and Cold Harhor would probably get into a fight on
fair ground without intrenchments.

Respectfully,

MAY 30, 1864-9.15 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Genera.l BURNSIDE:
I am much obliged for your kind wishes and efforts. We repulsed

the enemy with severe loss to him. The reason I wished General
Crittenden to relieve Griffin was because his troops knew the ground
where the attack was threatened, and his reserves were available as
soon as your command arrived. Besides this arrangement kept our
troops from getting mixed up together.

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major- Gene-ral.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-9.30 p. m.

General MEADE:
General Griffin just sends me word that General Ayres has pushed

out, since we repulsed the enemy, It miles without finding an enemy.
Captain Paine's sketch of the position when he left will show you
by this additional mile and a half how far he has gone.

Respectfully,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-10.:30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Your dispatch reporting the position of your troops received.

General Burnside reports his whole corps south of the Totopotomoy,
and that he has relieved General Griffin. As your dispatch is read
this will make your position secure, acting on the defensive. Sheri
dan reports Torbert's division of cavalry at Cold Harbor, Parsley'sz
and the cross-roads west of P!,\l'sley's and north of Cold Harbor, ana
that he pickets and patrols to your left, so that no movement of the
enemy on your left can be made unnoticed. It is not intended to
take the offensive to-morrow unless the enemy should attempt to in
terpose between you and General W. F. Smith, now at White House,
and moving to-morrow to New Castle. Should the cavalry report
any such movement, General Wright will be moved across to the
left, and, in conjunction with you, the enemy attacked. You will,
th€lrefore, strengthen your position. Keep your communication with
Burnside.

Respectfully, yours,
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HI<~ADQllARTER8 FIFTH A"RMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-11 p. m.

Major-G£'neral MEADE:
Your dispatch dated 10.30 p. m. is received.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-11 p. m.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

lfajor-General WARREN:
The commanding general desires to be informed whether you in

tend to order home to-morrow or the next day the officers and men
of the Pennsylvania Reserves, who are to be discharged. The men
to be discharged must go in a body and take their arms with them
and escort a train of empty wagons to the White House, and the com
Dlanding general directs that you order the senior officer of the
Reserves going home to report to Brigadier-General Ingalls, chief
qnartermaster, for special instructions.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant A (U1lta nt-General :

Your dispatch relating to the Pennsylvania Reserves received. I
intend to send them home to-morrow; the orders in your dispatch
will be attended to.

G. K. WARREN,
Majoro General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

General GRIFFIN: •
The ma~or~generalcOI:lmandi.ng d~rects me to inquire if the enemy

sti11 remam m your front, and If thmgs are as they were yesterday.
General Sheridan is at Old Church, and is watching all the roads
Ieading_south OTJ. your left flank.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
A. S. MARVIN, JR.•

Assistant Adjufant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION. FIFTH CORPS.
May 30, 18G4-6 a. m.

[General G. K. WARREN:J
GENERAL: There is no enemy in my front.

. CHAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigad1°er-General, Commanding Division.

~~~'."
h· I ... _
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W. A. ROEBLING,
}r[ojor and A1'de-de-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS ,FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-7 a. m.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN,
Commanding First Division, Fifth Army Carps:

GENERAL; Thfl major-general commanding directs that you push
a brigade down the road in your front till you find the enemy, and
report the result.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN, JR.;

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
lrlay 30, 18G4-7 a. m.

[General G. K. WARREN:]
GENERAL: My skirmishers have advanced It miles. A citizen

reports that there was a considerable infantry force in my front last
night, which is corroborated by negroes, and that it fell back a
little after dark, stating (the men) that the rebel army was about
21 miles distant between Pole Green Church and Shady Grove. We
al'e in hearing of the enemy's drums.

Very respectfully, &c., .
CHAS. GRIFFIN,

Brigadier-General.

I think this the most reliable information I have received.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 18G4-11 a. m.

General GRIFFIN:
General Warren desires that your pickets on the right form a. con

nection with the pickets of the Second Corps before you advance
much farther. The left of the Second Corps is on the other side of
the Totopotomoy.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
1Jfay 30, 18G4-2.15 p. m.

[General G. K. WARREN:]
GENERAL: I have struck the enemy in line and his artillery (rifled

~uns), and am in advance of the troops on my right, with a sharp
fire on my left. I have halted until I receive further orders, or till
the connection is made on my left, and the right moves up. The
Second Brigade is in front, with the Twenty-second Massachusett1:l 
as skirmishers, and has done splendidly.

CHA8. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

f
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
May 30, 181j4-4 p. 111.

General G. K. WARREN:

GENERAL: General Cutler has gone back, and if you can make
the troops attaek with the assistance of the artillery. it will be an
easy thing to regain everything. as I have not moved the head of
my column, but changed line with two Lriga.lles.

elIAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-Gel/emI, C01llll/al/ding Dipision.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, FIFTH ARMV CORPS,
_Mag :.10, 181;4.

Capt. A. S. MARVIN, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifth A-rmy Corps:

CAPTAIN: Colonel Strang, the officer having charge of my skir
mishers, reports that the enemy have left our front. Said bv a citi
zen living about 300 yards in front of skirmish line to have left about
10 o'clock last night. Shall I push forward my skirmish line?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. LOCKWOOD,

Brigadier-General, COn/manding Division

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
May 30, 18tj4.

General LOCKWOOD:

GENERAL: The major-genoral commanding directs that you mova
your command in the direction of Genoral Crawford.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
:Alay 30, 18H4.

Genel'al LOCKWOOD:
GE~ERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you 1ll0vt}

your command out right in front.
V (jry respectfully, your obedient servant.

A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
Assistant Adjlltant-Uf-"I/Hal.

HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RESERVE CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN,
Commanding jlYrst Division, Fifth Army Corps:

GENERAL: The general dir~('ts m~ to .Ray that, as he.is covex:ing a.
portion of your troops, ~e w~ll mamtam the con~ec!lOn ~n~ll t~H'
firinK ceases when he Wlll WIthdraw them. Hardm 18 pushmg for
the Mechani~villeroad. We have the Mechanicsville road and are
advancing up it.

Very 1'{~.spectfully, your obedient servant.
ROBT. A. McCOY,

Ading Assistant Adjutant-General.

- - -
~_ ... -:,-
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HEADQUARTERS PEN NSYLVANlA RESERVES,
]fay 30, 1864.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN,
Commanding First Division, Fifth Corps:

GENERAL: I am directed by the general to say that an entire bri
gade, under Colonel Hardin, IS going out that direction, with orders
to cross the road and advance in the direction of Mechanicsville.
He desires that you direct that the left of your skirmish line main
tain the connectIon with the right of his as he advances.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBT. A. McCOY,

Acting AS8ist.ant Adjutant-General.

A. S. MARVIN, JRry
A8sist.ant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
May 30, 1864--5 a. m.

General CRAWFORD,
Commanding Third Divi8ion:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you hold
your command in readiness to move at a moment's notice.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
}'fay 30, 1864--2 p. m.

[General G. K. WARREN:]
GENERAL: I have advanced a brigade under Hardin on my left,

with instructions to drive the enemy's cavalry from the Mechanics
ville road. The connection with Griffin is complete. I h0r.e to
cover the Mechanicsville road, and if I succeed, General Cutler
must sustain my left. I have communicated with him, and asked
him to send a brigade to support the picket-line on his flank and to
connect closely with me. He seems to be indisposed to do this un
less he receives orders from you. Hardin is advancing, but we are
not yet on the road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.

MAY 30, 1864-2.10 p. m.
General CRAWFORD:

You had better support your brigade if necessary, yourself, and
let General Cutler move up toward General Griffin. I think the
cavalry will all run toward Mechanicsville.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
}'fay 30, 1864.

[General G. K. WARREN:]
GENERAL: I have the Mechanicsville road, and my line of battle

~ crossing and advancing toward Mechanicsville. I have yours of
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2.10 p. m. and will support Hardin by my division. I am throwing
my left very much around. My intention is to advance steadily
down the Mechanicsville road and connect with Griffin, protecting
my own left. The batteries following Griffin have just moved in,
but I await Hardin's movement. I hope you will throw out our left
well.

Very respectfully, yours,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.

MAY 30, 1864.-3 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

[General G. K. WARREN:]
GENERAL: My line is now established. I have an officer in a tree

from which he can see the enemy's movement. He rellorts that the
enemy are forming at the Mechanicsville pike in two hnes, and that
they are marching to the right and left, principally to the l£lft. The
enemy are now advancing their skirmish line OIl my right.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadie·r-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-11 a. m.

General CRAWFORD:
General Warren desires you to look out well for General Griffin's

left, while he is advancing. General Griffin is now trying to form
connection with the Second Corps on his right.

. W. A. ROEBLING,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

General CRAWFORD:
Be careful not to run your left flank against any strong force. The

cavalry do not co-operate with us in any reliable way, as far as I can
learn. If you find any of ours, post them on your flank.

G. K. WARREN,
Ma}or-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

[General G. K. WARREN:]
GENERAL: The enemy advanced his line at 6.30 p. m. My HnA

0l>ened when the enemy were within 100 yards. They were repulsed
a ong the whole line. My line advanced, and we have between 50
and 60 prisoners, 6 officers. There are over 300 dead rebels in our
front.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.
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HJJ:ADQUARTEHS THmD DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

[General G. K. WARREN:]
GENERAL: My picket-line has advanced nearly to the woods, and

until it drew the enemy's fire. We are bringing in the wounded
rebels with our own. I have Colonel Christian, of the Forty-ninth
Virginia, wounded in three J:llaces. He reports that Colonel Terrill
was killed before he (Colonel Christian) was wounded. Two other
colonels lie dead, and probably Brigadier-General Ramsey rRam
seur ?], as an officer answering to the description given by C"olonel
Christian now lies upon the field in advance of our pickets. I have
sent out, however, to bring in the body in order to substantiate the
report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

General L. CUTLER,
Commanding Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you with
draw your pickets at once and have your command under arms and
ready to move.

Very respectfully; your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

I,

HEADQuARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
May 30, 1864-5 a. m.

General CUTLER, Comdg. Fourth Division:
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you have

your command in readiness to move at a moment's notice.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MAY 30, 1864-9 a. In.
General CUTLER:

Move your division at once to the southward and cross before or
after General Crawford, as your division or his reaches the bridge
first.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-.

General WARREN:
SIR: I have placed my Third Brigade on Griffin's left. It dops not

quite close the interval, but I think it safe, as there is a fish pond and
ravine between them, which cannot be well passed by any O1le.

. L. CUTLER,
Brigadier-General.

• ... I
_.~..J
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS.
May 30, 1Hf14.

Brigadier-General CUTLER:
Do not press your men forward after finding the enmny's skirmish-.

ers unless the connection on your right and left is made. I do not
care to crowd them much to-day, but hold on to all we get.. I shall
send an officer to reconnoiter the picket-line by and by.

G. K. WARREN,
Jfajor-(h;ne ral.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, IHu4-1O.15 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
After joining my advanced force on what is called the main road

to Richmond, I halted and Rent out on that road and found it ('.l'OSSlm

the railroad at Peake's Turnout, about a mile from wlwl'o I inter
sected it, the road running nearly west. About one-half a milo short
of the railroad is another road running to Meehanicl:!villlJ, which I
have had followed about 3 miles, where thn party rim into the skir
mishers of Hill's corps, who is represented to be intrenched about
half a mile farther back and crossing tho road laJ;t referred to. I
have not yet bt~en able to get hold of the right of tlw Second Corps,
and believe I am in advance of it, but hope to know shortly. I am
issuing rations as fast as they can be got up to the troops, who al'e
generally quite out. There ought to be SOllie cavalry force to watch
the river road from Mr. Hundley's to Hanover Court-House to cover
our right and rear, the few cavalry on these roads having been taken
by me to aid in the reconnaissances I have blJen making.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, lR(j4-l.;~O p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The major-general commanding has misunderHtoo<l my dil'{Jllteh if

he supposes I halted a single moment to issue rations. I halted to
find my whereabouts, and used all possible diligence in so doing.
Rations were all issued before I was ready to stu.rt. My column is
now 011 the road moving with all practicable dispatch to connocl;
with Hancock's right. I am mortified to learn from your note* that
the major-general commanding should suppose that anything short
of impo8l::libility should delay me in taking position.

H. G. WRIGHT,
_Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
Overton's Hou,se, May 30, 18G4-4.20 p. m.

(Recei ved 5 p. m.)
Major-General HUMPlIREYS:

I have been here for some time with one division in line waitin~

for the establishment of the Second Corps' right, and another ready

* Not i~.:ind.
23 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III

----- ~--.!"-
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to come in. The third I shall place in reserve on my right. My
headquarters will be at the Overton house, on the Richmond road,
not far trom the headquarters of General Birney.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, CO'".Lmanding.

[Indol'llement.]

Major-General HANCOCK:
This dispatch is referred to General Hancock for explanation. At

2 p. lll. I understood him that Birney's right was fixed, and that
although then refused, yet the skirmishers were in position, and
that General Wright could immediately go into position. I do not
under::;taud, therefore, why he should have to wait some time.'"

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. May 30, 1864-5.30 p. m.

Major-General WRIGHT:
If you are in position I desire you will pu::;h forward your skir

mi::;hers. supporting them and pressing back the enemy's skirmishers .
till his position is developed, and, if practicable, attack the enemy in
case le appears weak. Warren, on the left, is threatened, and the
enemy appear there in force.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Notwithstanding constant exertion for several hours, I have but
ouo division in position connecting with Hancock's right, and a
second going in. The remaining division. is massed on the road
protecting the right flank. The country through which the troops
moved from road is a swamp and tang-Ie of the very worst character,
and no possible effort could have got the troops sooner in position.
The skirmish line report intrenchments in front of and a little to the
right of the division in position. I have ordered the skirmish line
well pres ed forward, but it is too late to follow it up by an attack
to-night. I have just returned from the line.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

MAY 30, ~864-7 p. m.
Major-General WRIGHT:

GENERAL: You will attack the flnemy in your front if you have
pushed up men enough to develop his position. .

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

*800 Hancock to Williams, 6 p. m., p. 328.

[" IIZI C bvGoogle
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
~Hay 30, 1864:-7.05 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
Yours of 7 p. m. received. The enemy's position in my front is

not developed, and any attack ordered cannot be made till after dark.
Do you wish a night attack made? From my own examination of
our front I think It would fail.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864:-7.20 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The ellemy shelled my rear guard this afternoon, 011 the Richmond
and Hanover Court-House road, at the point where my column left
it. A force of their cavalry, about 1,000, was reported near Hanover
Court-House, moving toward the Pamullkey, all t.he river road.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
Jlay 30, 1864:--7.20 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
Yours of 5.30 p. m., which came while I was establishing my line,

is just received. I regret I did not sooner see it, in order that I
lllight relieve Warren by attacking. Shall I attack anyhow?
though I believe Hill's corps to be in my front, and I can move with
only two divisions at most, and that with difficulty.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

. HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Mcty 30, 1864:-7.30 p. m.

Major-General WRIGHT:
I do not wish a night attack. Mass all the force not in line in

rear of your line, and hold your command ready to move.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
]Iay 30, 18G4-9.50 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Under the order of 7.30 p. m. to hold the corIJs in readiness to move,

all aniOJ.ala are kept harnessed and saddled. Is it desired that this be
t · ned?

con l.n· . H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864-6.30 a. m.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

General WILLIAMS:
Your dispatch received, and your instruotions will be observed.

Our column is in motion, and will ge~ in position soon as possible,
after which I will inform you of the position of my headquarters;
in the mean time I will be near headquarters of General Hancock,
some 3 miles in advance of his headquarters last night. I shall not
bring my camp to line until it is established, and any messages sent for
me up to that time will be forwarded to the front to me by orderly.
Please say to the general commanding that I fear I will be somewhat

.delayed by General Gibbon's ambulance and artillery trains, but
will not be long, and is unavoidable, unless vie can find a road across.

. which we are trying to do.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 30, 1864-10.10 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
I have just come to General Hancock's headquarters to learn cor

rectI)" the position of General Gibbon, on whose left we are to join.
My column is advancing but slowly, in consequence of the necessity
for cutting' the roads through the woods, but I hope to join with
Gibbon very soon, if we have not already done so. I will inform
you very soon where our headquarters are to be.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Major Lydig has just returned with your dispatch, and states that

the general commanding thinks we have made a great mistal'te this
morning when we went out to establish the line. General W a1'1'cn's
right rested on a certain ravine. We put our left there, and Gem·.ral
Warren's right left it. As soon as I learned this I sent in another
division, and before that was in position Warren's right had swung off
at least a mile and was represented as being hard pressed, and I also
learn now that his right division is moving off by the left flank, thus
making a gap and leaving our left entirely exposed. If General
Warren would faU back to our line and connect with our left we
could, I think, hold the line, and I can send him 3,000 or 4,000 men.
I will have them ready to move in five minutes, and have asked him
where to send them, but if he moves off to the left we will be ex
posed.

HEADQUARTERS, May 30, 1864-2.30 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE :

I am informed you have posted Potter's division between Warren
and Hancock, and have two divisions in reserve. You will commu-

... " -.
. ~
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GEO. G. MEADE.
Major-General, Commanding.

P. S.-If Warren requires any assistance give it to him from your
surplus force.

nicate with Warren, who is advanc:ing to fpel the enemy's position,
and yOIl will advance Potter to keep up the l"onnf'etion now exist
ing, and in case Warren's movements should make a gap you will
promptly fill it with your command.

Respectfully, yours,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TilE POTOMAC,
May 30,1864-4.20 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Oommanding Ninth Oorps:

Genera} Warren just telegraphs, "The enemy have got in force
around my left flank. Any troops that can he sent to the Via
house are desirable." Ple,a.se send at once support to General War
ren.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mnjor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Mcty 30, 1864-4.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Oommanding Ninth Oorps:

General Warren reports the enemy have got a force around his
left flank. The commanding genoml directs that you spnd all your
force not in line to support General Warren and to attack the enemy
that are attempting to turn him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mqjor-Genera] and Ohief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
M((y ;30, 1864-5 p. m.

• Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commandi'ng Ninth Oorps:

If you cannot find General Warrcn on tho ground you can tele
graph him through these headquarters.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864. (Received [) p. m.)

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Our connection with Hancock and Warren has been
establishod {or some time, hut it is rat.her crooked, and we have
been trying to cOl'l'ect:t beforo l'l'pol'ting. We have had some sharp
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A. E. B.

skirmishing, but are all the time gaining, and hope to have the line
all right very soon. The position we occuPY is entirely on the south
side of. the creek. Weare now seeking posItions for artillery. The
line is so short that we will have a good reserve.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

, Major-General.

My headquarters are on the road leading from Harris' Store
[Haw's Shop] to the Jones house. It is the same road taken by
Colonel Humphrey ~esterday.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQU'ARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864. (Received 6.10 p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff :

Major Roebling has just arrived. and Elays General Warren wants
us to relieve Griffin, and I haVf~ ordered it done. He says the con
nection was perfect this morning.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
lrlay 30, 1864-6.40 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding .Ninth Corps:

The commanding general requests me to say that the mistake he
referred to was taking Warran's skirmish line for his line of battle.
General Warren was directed to act in concert in advancing, and
should have given you notice each time of his intention to -move
his .connecting flank. His attention is called to this point.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mqjor-General and Chief of Slaff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May :W. 1864-6.50 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

General Warr<>n reports at 6.30 p. m. that ·he is attacked. Hurry
up the re-enforcements rou are sending him, and attack the enemy
wherever you can to relIeve Warren.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mador-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864-7.40 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
General Warren reports that the attack on him has quieted down

with the repulse of the enemy's first attack. .
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

~Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
May 30, 18H4-8.15 p. m. (Received R:.!5 p. m.)

- Major-General BURNHIDE:
What is the present position of your troops? Report at once.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864. (Received ~AO p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Slaff:

I am going out on the line and shall move the hea.dquarters and
telegraph office farther to the front, 80 that communication will be
cut off for a few minntes.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
J/ay 30, I8fj4-8.20 p. m. (Received 9. III p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I have jnst returned from the line in om front, which I have or
dered advanced as far as I deemed it practicable and prudent. Gen
eral Crittenden has taken up t.he principal portion of Griffiu's posi
tion, and he has his men in readiness to take up the remaiuller of
his line as soon as his men withdraw.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- Ueneral.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, I8fi!. (Received H.40 p. m.)

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff;

Dispatch received. General Warren sent Major Roebling to me,
who stated that he desired me to relieve Griffin's division instead of
sending re-enforcements. I reversed the column of rp-pnforcpments
and ordered them to take the place of Griffin. I will push out a.ll
I can.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Mujor-Ueneral.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 1864--8.45 p. m. (Received 10 p. m.)

Major-General MEADE:
The entire Ninth Corps is across the creek occuJ?yillg a position

from Whitlock's house to the left of the present poSItion of General

--~~-----
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Warren, one of my divisions haviug relieved the division of General
Griffin, of the Fifth Army Corps. We have a strong position but a
Ion&, line; it is already"intrenched and will be rendered formidable
durmg the night. It runs in advance of the Tate house and the
Timberlake house quite a half a mile. There was a slight gap be
tween our right and Hancock's left, which I think is filled before
this, as I telegraphed General Hancock in reference to it.

A. E. BURNSIDE, .
Mador-General.

[Indorsement.J

GEO. G. MEADE,
Jfajor- General.

[General GRANT:]
I send this dispatch received 'since leaving you. It appears the

whole of Burnside's cor£8 is across the Totopotomoy, and that he
has relieved General GrIffin as Warren desired. If Wright is now
moved it will leave only Hancock on this side of the creek. Do you
think this alters the condition, or had Wright still better be moved.

Respectfully,

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Near H£tw's Shop, May 30, 1864.

In accordance with instructions from headquarters Army of the
Potomac, you will hold your command in readiness to move at a
moment's IWtice after 5.30 a. m. Please send a staff officer to these
headquarters for instructions at 5, o'Clock. The object in moving is
to connect with General Hancock's line, who is some 2 or 3 miles in
advance. The forage and supply trains of the corps have been or
dered to this (south) side of the river, and should they not arrive
authority has been given us to borrow forage and SubsIstence from
the trains of the other corps.

Very truly, yours,

CIRCULAR.]

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
M£tY 30, 1864-9 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Ninth A rrny CorplI, &c. :

GENERAL: General Hancock's left (Owen) has advanced somewhat
obliquely so that he is in advance of my ri~ht. I have ordered Curtin
to connect with him so as to make the lIne secure. I think that if
my line and General 'Villcox's are both advanced in the morning
our front will be considerably shortened and strengthened.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. .
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier·-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 30, 1864.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Comnuuuling Division:

SIR: I am directed by tho commanding general to inform you
that the Ninth Corps was some days ago assigned to the Army of
the Potomac. It was supposed that you would be notified at the
time b~Major-General Burnside.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp near Old Church, Va., j[c.y 30, 1864-12.20 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have ol'dered one brigade of General Wilson's diviB
ion to take position and hold the line of Crump's Swamp. .AB soon
as the other bri~ado can be spared from the rear it will be orderoo
to the same pomt and the bridges and railroads will be destroyed.
Would it not be best to have two divisions on our right flank?

P. H. SHERIDAN;
Majar-General, Commanding.

[Indol'llfllllent.]

TELEGRAPH OPERATOR:
Transmit to General Meade at General Hancock's and return to

me.
A. A. HUMPHREYS.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
\ Old Church, Va., May 30, 18!i4-7 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Slaff:
The enemy's cavalry collected in my front on the Cold Harbor

road not far from Old Church. I directed General Torbert, with his
division, to attack them about 1 o'clock to-day. Had a sharp engage
ment of nearly two hours. We defeatel1 them and drove them
down to Cold Harbor. It was a very handsome affair, and very
creditable to General Torbert and his division. The enemy had a
very strong position. They were driven from it, leaving a number
of killed and wounded. GO or 70 prisoners captured. I have had
troops on the left of Gimeral Warren's corps all day, and connpcted
with him. I have now ordered a strong force down Mecha.nicsville
road to go down as far as General Warren and connect with his
command.

I incloso extracts from Richmond papers of this date. My head-
quarters will be at· Sayers' house to-night. '

Very respectfully,
P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major-Gelleral, Commanding.
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Extracts from Richmond (Rebel) papers.

MAY 30, 1864.
About 12 o'clock yesterday a severe cavalry fight occurred near

Haw's Shop between detachments of several brigades of Fitzhugh
Lee's and Hampton's divisions and a corps of Yankee cavalry, sup
pOl1;ed by a large body of infantry, estImated at two corps. The
enemy were guarding the road leading from that point to the penin
sula. Their cavalry were dismounted during the fight and COlU
menced firing on us at a distance. Both parties advanced, aqd
the enemy repeatedly charged our line, and were handsomely
repulsed 111 every effort. Their center was driven in, or fell
back, and being in imminent danger of being surrounded on
both flanks by the largely superior and combined forces of both
cavalry and infantry we were compelled to retire a short diR
tance to avoid it, the enemy's artillery playing on our ranks
continuously. The musketry was very heavy and as incessant
for a time as the volleys between"infantry in regular lines of
battle. The loss on both sides was heavy and a few prisoners taken,
but it is impl>ssible now to give even an approximate estimate of our
own or that of the enemy. Among the casualties were Colonel Mil
len, of Georgia, killed, and Colonel Dunovant, of South Carolina,
w6unded by a pistol-shot through the left hand. Most of our loss is
attributed to the fact that nearly all the force engaged on our part
were new men, whose only idea was to go in and fight. which they
did most gallantly and creditably. The fight continued at intervals
until nearly 5 p. 'In. without deCIsive result save the ascertainin~of
the enemY'R po'lition and streu~h on that part of his lines. The
youthful and dashing General Young, of Georgia. has been tempo
rarily assigned to the command of the brigade of North CarolIna
cavalry of General Gordon, wounded in the late fight below Rich
mond.

FIGHT NEAR HANOVERTOWN.

The city was yesterday, as nstial, filled to repletion with all sorts
of rumors respecting a battle said to have taken place Saturday even
ing in Hanover, between a brigade of onr cavalry, under General
Williams C. Wickham, and the like arm of the service under some
Yankee ~eneralwhose name did not transpire. Our men were said to
have been badly worsted in the encounter. From the best information
to he obtained from J!ersons from the front arriving here last night,
we are enabled to gIve the following version of the affair, which
was all that was thon known: About 1 o'clock on Saturday, Wick
ham's brigade, Fitz. Lee's division, encountered a large force of the
enemy's cavalry near Haw's Shop, about 2 miles this side of Han
over, down on the Pamunkey River. The battle which ensued was
contested with much obstinacy by the enemy, who fou~htwith great.
though unavailing, desperation against the determmed efforts of
Wickham's veterans. It appeared that the cavalry attacked by
Wickham's force was the rear guard of Grant's army. and the fact
was soon apparent by the return to the south bank of the river of a
numerous body of Yankee infantry, who united their efforts against
Wickham. The combat still raged with unabated fury, but the
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JA8. W. FORSYTH,
Lieufenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

effect of the en£\my's re-enforcements was soon apparent. Our men
being outnumbered had to withdraw. An advantage gained by us
on the right was counterbalanced by one of theirs on our left. A
few prisoners were taken by ns. One hundred and fifty, probably
of our brave lads fell into the hands of the enemy. All our wounded
were necessarily left on the field. but the enemy soon retiring, they
were recovered. Yesterday to the number of 90 were brought into
this city in charge of the ambulance committee, from near Atlee's
Station. In this battle we probably lost 70 killed. .

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp near Old Church, May 30, 1864-2.40 p. m.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Cm·alry Dit·ision:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that as soon as
you can issue forage to your command, you will move out your
division via Old Church down the road to Cold Harbor until you
come to the point where the road to Prospect Church intersects this

-road, then go into camp. Open communication with Gen6ral Tor
bert, who will move and take position at Bethesda Church. You
will cover all the roads to your left and rear. The points on the
map sent you this morning marked Store and Tomlin's must be cov
ered, also pickets to Parsley's and Anderson's, on the left-hand road
from the point that you encamp at.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Cntmp's Swamp, May 30, 1864-9 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of ihe Potomac:

GENERAL: Agreeably to instructions, I am, with one brigade of
my division. between Mrs. Hundley's and the crossing at Crump's
Swamp, picketing and holding the line of the creek between the
right of the army and the Pamunkey. Colonel Chapman sent out
the Third Indiana this afternoon to within a half mile of Han
over Conrt-House, and communicated with a column of our infan
try moving toward MeclumiCfwille. After it had passed on, he
was attacked by a slllall force of rebel cavalry, which had appar
ently been han~ing on the flank and rear of the infantry. Had
slight skirmishing with them till dark. We had a strong guard in
the works thrown up on thn Hanover side of Crump's Swamp, and
patrol the road well out. My First Brigade will cross very early in
the mornin~, in compliance with my instructions from corps head
quarters. Orders will find me on the road near the swamp till 8
a. m. to-morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
J. H. WILSON,

Brigad-ier-General.
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PORT ROYAL, VA., May 30, 1864-8.15 p. m.
(Received 9.30 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HAI~LECK,
Ch-ief of Staff:

GENERAL: Over 700 men-infantry, cavalry, and artillery
started this p. m. for White House. I fully expected to get 4,000
men off to the army to-day; but, owing to some of the steamers get
ting aground and/breaking paddles, and the delay in towing them
up, I was unable to start them. In all 7,500 men, new arrivals,
detachments, convalescents

i
&c., go to the army; also nearly 2,500

stragglers that I have col ected. I will telegraph again before I
leave, which, I expect, will be to-morrow.

, J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, Va., May 30,1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: In consequence of the constant arrival of troops, sub
sistence stores, forage, &c.; the pontoon train has been delayed. I
had to depend on it solely for the debarkation of troops, unloading
of stores, horses, &c., and loading of the wounded. Rafts had to
be built to ferry the troops across the river to this place. Teams
and drivers had to be taken from the Reserve Artillery to haul the
boats and bridging. Then these teams had to be ferried across on
rafta made of the pontoon boats. You will readily see that the de
lay ha.'3 been unavoidable.

T have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
Port Royal, Va., May 30, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
Commanding Armies of the United States:

GENERAL: I have 6,140 men here, two-thirds of whom leave to
(lay for the army. This includes some 800 cavalry and a batter)r of
artillery. The remainder go to you to-morrow, all according to
your telegraphic order, by way of Hanovertown. To-n;lOrrow (May
:31) everything will have been removed. I shall then leave fol' the
\Vhite House. All unable to march will go by transport. Your
brother is here, and will n.ccompany me to the White House. I
have collected from 1,500 to 2,000 stragglers, and between 500 and
GOO contrabands. The stragglers go to their commands under guard~
and the contrabands have galle to Washington. '

I have the hOllor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Briya(l1"er-General, Commanding.
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HEADQU ARTERS .A.RHIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Ncnr Haw's Shop, May 31, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Major-General Meade, who will send
baCk a pontoon bridge to the Matt.apony, to enable these troops to
cross. .

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
- JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY FORCES,
Part Royal, .May 30, 1864.

Colonel GIBSON, U. S. Army,
Commanding PrO'lJisional Dil:ision:

COLONEL: It seems to me that there is somewhere a ~reat mis
understanding about sending all the forces under my command t.o
report to headquarters of the U. S. Armies at Hanover Junction, or
thereabouts, and as an old officer I think it my duty to inform you,
as the immediate eommander, of the condition of portion of my com
mand. The Fourth New York Cavalry (my re/-{iment), with llew
horses and equipments, ready for the field of dut,y, )'et without sabers,
which I was informed I would receive at White House before start
ing for the front. The Twenty-second Now York Cavalry, fully
mounted and equipped, with the exception of 100 mon without horses.
The First New Hampshire Cavalry has 150 men here without sabers
and thoroughly dismounted; the balance of the regiment is one por
tion escorting prisoners of war at Fort Delaware, and the other
guarding transports sent by wat.er at the White House. The Twenty
fifth New York Ca~alry, thoroughly dismounted; one portion is
escorting prisoners of war at Pomt Lookout and Fort Delaware,
and the other portion left at Aquia Creek or in that vicinity.

The Thirteenth Ohio Cavalry have infantry muskets: 400 mounted
without sabers or revolvers and the balance dismounted. The
Cavalry Corps has here about 500 men mounted. 200 of whom hu.ve
their saddles with the train of the army, whose whereabouts iR not
known by me, and will rlilPort for duty without them. Three hun
dred of the same Cavalry Corps are here. entirely dil'lmoullted ; I
could have mounted them instead of the Thirteenth Ohio Cavalry,
but there were no commissioned officers (except some detailed to do
duty there without belonging to their command) who could sign a
receipt for the delivery of the horses. I was officially informed
that these regiments of cavjl.lry would have received all their horses
and equipments before starting for the front; and although I am
much anxious to be once more in the field, yet I foresee that I will
be undoubtedly asked why these regiments are so split in different
portions and sent in different directions. Will you please, if you
have leisure before I start at daylight, to inform me what answer I
shall give when I report to the headquarters of the U. S. Armies at
Hanover Junction.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
DI CESNOLA,

Oolonel Fourfh New Yark Cavalry•

.. .
~
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POINT LOOKOUT, ~fay 30, 1864.
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Se,cretary Of War:

The One hundred and thirty-ninth Ohio Volunteers, numbering
693, arrived this morning. Lieutenant-Colonel Cross, who left this
point May 26, in defiance of orders of Secretary of \Var, and in viola-'
tion of his arrest, was sent back under guard by Major-General
Butler; arrived here last night. General Butler knew nothing of
his arrest and charges when he detailed him to report to General
Smith. My cavalry has returned without taking any more deserters.
They have done crossing. The senior naval officer here states that
the flotilla took about 100 while crossing.

A. G. DRAPER,
Colonel, Commanding District.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Fort Monroe, May 30, 1864-11 p. m.

(Received 12.15 a. m. 31st.)
General S. WILLIAMS,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac:
Having left Washington at noon yesterday I have just reached

here with men, trains, and other material, except the pontoon rafts
which are now on the way. From the scanty transportation fur
nished mA, and only after dark of the 28th, we could not reach here
earlier. As I understand the orders, it appears necessary to keep
the whole command and material afloat, or so that they can be
placed afloat in anyone or two hours, for which I must retain the
transportation, as I propose to do unless otherwise directed from
headquarters.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General.

11.30 P. M.

I would state that I have less than 1,500 feet of bridging coming
down, as I had sent one bridge to Fredericksburg; another...has been
ordered at Washington to Harper's Ferry.

, . H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General.

•
GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,

ltfay 30, HlG4-8.30 a. m. (Received 1.45 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON,

Secretary of War:
I take leave to transmit to you the followin8' extract from an ex

amination of a deserter from the City BattalIon, Charleston Home
State Defense. The same is substantiated by numbers of others :

They have taken away nearly all the troops from the James Island. Fi1"8t, they
withdrew one brigade, Hagood's; Rent Colquitt's brigade there, and we had bUt
just arrived here when we found Colquitt's brigade came here. Also some men
from our regiment, who came up from there to the regiment here, and arrived
yesterday, say that there is no one there now but the working men and foreigners
from the city, those having business protection and the like.

These may be of use to General Foster.
B. F. BUTLER,

MaJor-General, Commanding.
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 30, 1864-6.30 p. m. (Received 1.40 a. m. 31st.)

SECRETARY OF WAR:
I learn from a reliable deserter from the enemy that the Holcombe

Legion, consistin~ of 300 or 400 men has gone to Charleston, and
that Colquitt's bngade is to follow on ~hind them. They were sent
in pursuance to a telegram received by General Beauregard on Satur
day, saying that by the time he (Beauregard) received the dispatch
Secessionville would be in the hands of the enemy. This the de
serter heard from Colonel Gaillard, of the Twenty-seventh South
Carolina.

BENJ. F. BUTLER.

FORT MONROE, VA., May 30, 1864-11.30 a. m.
(Received 12.30 p. m.)

General :M. C. MEIGS.
Quartermaster-General U. S. Army:

Have sent and send to-day to White House 91,360 bushels of
grain, 670 tons of hay, 1,097 tons of anthracite coal, and 196 tons
bituminous coal.

H. BIGGS,
Quarterrnaster.

FORT MONROE, VA., May 30, 1864-8.30 p. m.
(Received 9.30 p. m.)

Capt. E. S. ALLEN,
Assi.<dant Quartermasfer, JVashington, D. C. :

Have not a steamer or pilot in harbor. More than half of our
steamers have to run without pilots up the York. Have sent for all
the York and Pamunkey River pilots that I can hear of, which have
been few. Some of General Benham's boats are here. Troops have
orders not to disembark anywhere till arrival of General Benham.
Tell General Rucker will return the City of Albany and Ranger
l:lOOn as I can get hold of them.

H. BIGGS,
Chief Quartermaster.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
Farrar'.'~ Island, James River, May 30. 1864-4 p. m.

(Via Fort Monroe, L30 p. m. 31st. Received 2.30 p. m.)
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy:
.A de;erter from rebel vessel-of-war Hampton reports to-day that

the enemy have now below Drewry's Bluff three iron-clads, six
small gun-boats, plated with boiler-iron, each mounting two guns of
6-inch and 4-inch bore, all fitted with torpedoes, and nine fire-ships,
filled with combustible material, with which they propose to attack
the fleet in James River at as early a moment as practicable by send
ing down their fire-ships first, closely followed by the iron-clads and
other vessels. The deserter says that the vessels have been ready
for one week, and that their crews were supplied by men from Lee's

l .. ~.t,:~:.,
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army. Will the Department please Bend with dispatch by special
messenger to Commander Lynch the torpedoes now ready? Can the
Department speedily supply six or eight steam-barges?

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

FLAG-SHIP N. ATLANTIC BLOCK. SQUAD.,
James RitJer, lIfay 30, 1864.

CONFIDENTIAL. ]

Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER,
Comdg. Department oj Virginia and North Carolina:

GENERAL: I have information from a deserter from the rebel ves
sel-of-war Hampton that the enemy have now below Drewry's Bluff
three. iron-clads, six small gun-boats, plated with boiler-iron, each
mounting two guns of 6-inch and 4-inch bore, all fitted with tor~

does, and nine fire-ships filled with combustible material, with WhICh
they propose to attack the fleet in James River at as early a moment
as practicable by sending down the fire-ships first, closely followed by
theIr iron-clads and other vessels. The deserter says that the vessels
havo been ready since Monday a week ago, that the crews 'of the ves
sels were supphed by men from Lee's army. Information received
previously from deserters intimated that the rebel land forces were
mtended to co-operate with the attack of the rebel naval vessels. If
'an attack of the nature of the above is made upon the fleet it would
at the time of attack require all the forces at my disposal to
meet it. I would respectfully suggest the probability of a simulta
neous movement agamst you.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. "LEE,

Acting Rear-Admiral, N. Atlantic Block. Squad.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, lIIay 30, 1864-5.20 p. m.

Admiral LEE:
Your dispatch relating to fire-ships and enemy's naval force re

ceived. In view of the tor:pedo-boats and fire-ships, had you not
better anchor your obstructlOns, at least, if not sink them, in your
front, leaving a 'channel for pursuit? They are awaiting your orders.
Can Graham aid you? General Grant is now across the Pamtinkey
at Hanovertown, 15 miles from Richmond. As for the land attack,
let them come on.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

PRIVATE.] HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Bermuda Hundred, Va., May 30, 1864:.

Major-General HALLECK,
Washington,.D. C.:

DEAR GENERAL: I take the liberty to suggest to you, in this hasty
and unofficial manner, that troops can now be spared from the De
partment of the South, unless offensive operations are to be resumed
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there. The enemy have left very few troops in that quarter. I
know of five brigades of Beauregard's men that have come here,
and deserters from reb>1.ments recently from James Island say that
very few troops are left there. Five thousand good troops can, in
my opinion, be safely drawn from the Department of the South.
The Fifty-second PeIUlsylvania and One hundred and fourth Penn
sylvania were under orders to come with mel but I cOllBented to
leave them until they could he spared. They oelong to a brigade,
the rest of which is now here. A word in regard to matters here:
No one is more mortified than myself at the unsuccessful result of
operations here. With a force of 3 mon to the enemy's 2, we have
not only failed to retain an offensive attitude at all, but are now 011

the defensive, with an enemy fortified in our front betweeIl us and
the railroad.

I am deeply chagrined at the tone the public press has adopted
toward General Butler, and the manner in which they try and mix
me up with it. I never authorized a word of news to be published.
I have given General Butler a most cordial support throughout,
and he knows it. The battle of Drewry's Bluff was a disaster to us
the history of which will be written at no distant day. I am proud
of the part my command took in that action. Erroneous reports of ,
the movements of the enemy elsewhere was the cause of the retreat
at a time wheIl there seemed to be no necessity for it. What I most
regret is my loss in men (3.927 since we landed here) without ade.,
quate compensation. The Eighteenth Corps have last about 2,000
more. I am told nearly 6,000 in all. I commenced 'to write about
troops that may be taken from the Department of the South, but
have run into other matters unintentionally. There is a long story
to be told of operations here, but I cannot act the part of historian
now.

Most truly, yours, &c.,
Q. A. GILLMORE.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 30,.1864-10.45 a. m.

General GILLMORE:
I observe the colored brigade is encamped on the left of Kautz's

command. Your attention is called to the order which provides
they shall be encamped in the rear of Brooks' right in the open field,
as much out of range as may be.

B. F. BUTLER,
Madar-General.

MAY 30,1864-8.20 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE:

GENERAL: I inclose to you a note* received to-day from Admiral
Lee, and my reply· thereto. I would suggest to yuu the propriety
of sending the 20-pounder Parrott gun battery to the right, selecting
a good position for it to aid in any attack u~on the gun-boats. By
a little arrargement of the other artillery, It can be made service
able on your right and front if needed there. It may be necessary·, .

*800 p. 868~

?4 .R ~-V.OJ, XXXVI, :rT fl{
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The picket-line has been re-established.

to cut down a few trees to obtain a range for your fire on the river.
Please inform Admiral Lee of these dispositions.· Perhaps an
epaulement might be of use to cover the guns from the battery at
Dr. Howlett's house.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 30, 1864-8.45 p. m..

Lieutenant-Colonel SMITH,
AssUtlant Adjutant-General:

The genera.l commanding suggests that boxes of small-arm am
munition be placed to-night at different points along the para.pet-s,
so as to prevent men from leaving for ammunition.

. A. MORDECAI,
Captain and Chief of Ordnance.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CO!U'S,
May 30, 1864-6.17 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER, _
Commanding:

The artillery duel along our line does not amount to anything
serious. Our picket-line on the extreme left has been forced in a
little in one place. I have directed it to be re-established, unless
the enemy are present in force.

Yours,
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

J. M. B.,
Acting Aide-de-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS;
May 30, 186,4-10.35 p. m.

Brigadier-General WEITZEL,
Chief Engineer:

Is it the intention of the commanding general that the new line,
cutting off the salient of Battery No.4, shall be completed? No
men are at work there, and I have had no orders on the subject.

Yours, .
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major- General.

HEADQl.CARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 30, 186l-11 p. m.

General WEITZEL:
Colonel Serrell's orders from me were to execute your instructioll8

as chief engineer. He was ordered away from me suddenly and
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Q. A. GILLMORE.

NEAR HAW'S SHOP, VA.,
May 30, 1864-7.30 p. m.

peremptorily, and it is not improbable that other work ordered by
you has been suspended in consequence of this. I know nothing
whatever about your orders to him. He was ordered to go without
delay, and did so.

GENERAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS U. S. FOR~ES,
No. 1. f Near Point uf Rucks, Va., May :.10, 1864.

Pursuant to General Orders, No.3, headquarters Tenth Army
Corps, the undersigned hereby assumes' command of the forces of
all arms on the line of intrenchments on the left of Brigadier-Gen
eral Kautz's command, anil will include the following organizations:
Colonel Pond's brigade, Colonel Duncan's brigade, Colonel Onder
donk's First New York Mounted Rifles, and Capt. F. M. Follett's
artillery. All reports and returns required by regulations and exist
ing orders will be made to these headquarters. A daily morning
field report, showing aggregate only, will be sent to these head
quarters by 9 a. m. The tri-monthly will be required by noon on the
day on whlCh it is due. Commanding officers of the above organi
zations will report in person before dark this evening.

By order of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner:
B. B. KEELER,

Capt., 142d New York Vols., ancl Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Major-General SMITH,
Eighteenth Army Corps:

Triplicate orders have been sent you to march up the south bank
of the Pamunkey to New Castle, there to await further orders. I
send with this a brigade of cavalry to accompany you on the march.
As yet no further directions can be given you than are contained in
your orders. The movements of the enemy this evening on our left
down the Mechanicsville road would indicate the possibility of a
design on his part to get between you and the Army of the Potomac.
They will be so closely watched that nothing would suit me better
than such a move. Sheridan is on our left flank with two divisions
of cavalry, with directions to watch as far out as he can go on the
Mechanicsville and Cold Harbor roads. This, with the care you can
give your left flank with the cavalry you have and the brigade sent
to you, and a knowledge of the fact that any movement of tho
enemy toward you cannot fail to be noticed and followed up from
here, will make your advance secure. The position of the Army of
the Potomac this evening is as follows: The left of the Fifth Corps
is on the Shady Grove road, extending to the Mechanicsville roaa,
and about 3 miles south of the Totopotomoy. The Ninth Corps is to
the right of the Fifth; then come the Second and Sixth formillg a
line, being on the road from Hanover Court-House to Cold Har
bor, and about 6 miles south of the Court-House.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
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AMES,
Colonel..

GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
, No. 39. , On board Steamer MetamO'ra, May 30, 1864.
I. The following disposition of troops will be immediately made.

The commanding officers of regiments will report as follows: Eighty
ninth New York, Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania, and E~hth Maine Vol
unteers, to Brig. Gen. J. H. Martindale, to form ThIrd Brigade, Sec
ond Division. The Ninety-seventh Pennsylvania, Fourth New
Hampshire, One hundred and seventeellthNew York, Third New
York, and One hundred and forty-second New York Volunteers, to
Brig. Gen. A. Ames. The Fortieth Massachusetts Volunteers, to
Brig. Gen. W. T. H. Brooks, commanding First Division.

,II. Brig. Gen. Charles D.cvells, jr., is hereby assigned to the Third
Division of this command. The following regiments will compo&J
the command, and the commanding officers will report accordingly:
First Brigade, Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania, FortI-seventh N e,v
¥ ork, One hundred and fifteenth New York, and Forty-eighth
New York Volunteers; Second Brigade, One hundred and twelfth
New York and One hundred and sixty-ninth Now York, Thirteenth
Indiana, and Ninth Maine Volunteers.

III. Division commanders will report to these headquarters the
fulfillment of this order, which must be carried out at once.

By command of Major-General Smith :
CHARLES P. MUHLENBERG,

Ading A8sistant Adjutant-General.

MAY 30, 1864. (Receivec. 8 a. m.)
General HINKs:

Captain Dollard has just got in. Brings no prisoners. Rebel
pickets soposted that it is impossible to get in their rear or flank.
They fall back at once on !\I,Jpearance of our forces. Says he can
only get a prisoner by chargmg them in front to bring on a fight, in
whICh he may pick ono up.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va., May 30,18G4.

Brig. Gen. A. V. KAUTZ,
Cummahding Divi.~iO'n :

GENERAL: A dispatch has been received from the major-general
cOlllman,ding department, calling attention to the fact that the threo
reb,;,ments of General Hinks' division are encamped on your left,
and that by the general order of May 26 it is dIrected that theso
regiments form the reserve of your line, and be posted in rear of
your right. The major-general commanding directs that you make
the disposition of these regiments required in the general order,
placing them in the open field and as much out of range as possible.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,

Lietdenant-qolonel and AS8istant Adjutant-~Jeneral.
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I!'ORT MAfHWDlo:R. VA., MIIY :W. lHfi4.
(lweei \'ed i.20 p. m.)

Lieutenant SCHRDEDER :
The forces reportoo at Banlett's Ford on Saturday is eonfirmp<l

from 2 men sent out on Saturday night, who returned this a. Ill.
They are infantry with some cavalrr and part of a pontoon train
with which they cross from Gordon 101 Island to each bank of the
Chickahominy. Have sent out a party this a. m. to a..<;epl'tain morll
fully their strf'ngth. BoatR passing the mouth of the Chickahominy
must look out for them.

WM. H. P. STEERE,
Calmld, Commanding.

HEAl>QUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., ltfay 30, 1864.

Brigadier-General THOMAS, Adjutant-General U. S. "Army:
GENERAL: I beg leave respectfully to call your serious attention

to the following facts: At the commencement of the present cam
paign in Virginia I was directed to send to General Butler every
man that could be possibly spared from the defenses of those places
in this State that had to be held at all hazards. I had full authority
to concentrate my forces; hut I did not deem it propel' to abandon
any of the places held by our forces except Little Washington. For
the movement in Virginia one full regiment of cavalry, two of the
best field batteries, and five regiments of infantry were sent to Fort
Monroe from this place. I had every faith that I eould hold the
places under my command with the remaining forces, and while the
armies are actively engaged in Virginia with mv present force. I
feel sure that if the navy will take care of the rebel ram in the sounds
we can hold everything.

But it if:! my desire to do something more than this with the small
force now here. I have organized two expeditions, one for the J?ur
pose of destroying the Roanoke ram and one to menace Wilmmg
ton, and with the small rebel force now in this State, I have a remolon
able hope of accomplishing the former, and if we can do nothing
more we can so annoy them at Wilmington that they may be obliged
to divert a portion of their forces from Virginia. The rebel ram at
Kinston shall also receive my attention, but I cannot do 80 many
things at once. The terms of service for the Ninety-ninth New York
and Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers have nearly expired,
and when those regiments leave I will scarcely have men enough to
man the works around this place. The line here is Rome 5 miles in
extent, and the line of outposts is 12 miles long. Should no troops
arrive to replace those regiments so soon to be discharged it wlll
leave a very meager force, not sufficient I fear to resist a force which
the enemy ought to send here, for the capture of this place with its
stores, its immense number of negroes, &c., would be of incalcu
lable advantage to them. Could not a small force, a brigade or
even two regiments, be stmt here from the forces about Washing
ton? General Butler being now in the field, and my communica
tion with him being interrupted, I shall send this communication
direct to the Adjutant-General of the Army.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Briywlier-General.
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
~Ne1l' Berne, J.\'. C., lllay 30, 18G4.

Capt. M. SMITH, U. H. Navy,
Senior Naval Officer, S01.Lnds of North Ca·rolina:

CAPTAIN: I have by no means forgotten your reasonable request
for a steamer to remain with your fleet. I have delayed answering
in the hope that I would soon be able to send you something that
would answer your purpose. At Fort Monroe they have seized
everything they could lay their hands on. The army Kun-boats
here are perfectly worthless at present, and the only dIspatch-boat
we had I was obliged to send around to Beaufort a few days since.
The Rockland is now at Roanoke, and as soon as she returns she
will be sent to you, unless I think we can better spare the Massasoit,
now up with you. The Massa80it is the best boat, and I desire to
give you the best we have. We;will take off one boat each week to
Roanoke and that will help a little. I have heard nothing from the
Massasoit since she left here with the last supply of torpedoes and
the parties who were to try to blow up the ram. I hope they may
succeed, but I am doubtful. Rest assured, captain, that we will do
all in our power here.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier~General, Comrna'TUling.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., .1Ifay 30, 1864.

Capt. B. F. SANDS, U. S. Navy, or
SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER BLOCKADING FLEET,

Off Wilmington:
CAPTAIN: A few days since I addressed you a communication,

which was to have been delivered to you by Colonel Jourdan, com
manding' the Sub-District of Beaufort, in which I begged your co
operation in a movement to be made in the vicinity of Wilmington
by the forces under my command, and which expedition was to be
commanded by Colonel Jourdan. This letter, the colonel tells me,
was not delivered to you, as he had no opportunity of seeing you
when you were last off Beaufort. He informs me, however, that he
has infol'IIled you of the intended movement, and that he supposed
you were ready to give such assistance as was in your power. The
force designated for this affair has been for some days waiting at
Morehead, but for some cause the movement has been delayed and it
will, I fear, not take place as we desired unless you will place one or
two vessels at the disposition of Colonel Jourdan for the purpose of
transporting troops and give us assistance in landing them.

I only ask. captain, that we may have this assistance, and if the
thing should prove a success you will have everything to gain, for if
Fort Fisher should be captured we could, with your assistance, hold
it. If we fail you have nothing to lose. Our men can either return
to the boats or they may be able to come through to this. place by
land. We know tolerably well the position of the enemy's force
about Wilmington and the strength of it. Even if we cannot make
a grand thing of it we hope to do some good by diverting some of
the rebel force in Virginia and· thus help the cause. I beg, therefore,
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U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

that you will ~ri()usly consider this matter, and that you will inform
me at the earliest possible moment whether I may count upon your
co-operation. Colonel J ourdim knows all the plans, and anything he
may say in regard to this matter .please regard as coming directly
from myself.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HAW'S SHOP, May 31,1864-6 a. m.
(Received 8 p. m.)

Major-General HALLE9K, .
Washmgton, D. C.:

The enemy came out on our left last evening and attacked. They
were easily repulsed and with considerable slaughter. To relieve
General Warren. who was on the left, speedily, General Meade
ordered an attack by the balance of our line. General Hancock
was the only one who received the order in time to make the attack
before dark. He drove the enemy from his intrenched skirmish
line and still holds it. I have no report of our losses, but suppose
them to be light.

WASHINGTON, May 31, 1~64-3 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
It is understood that General Benham took to Fort Monroe nearly

every available pontoon. If any more can be found they will be sent
immediately. Two steamers have left New York for this place with
sixty pontoons on board. I have telegraphed to Fort Monroe to in
tercept them, if possible. If they come here they will be sent baCk
immediately. Please say about how many pontoons, or what len~th
of bridge is wanted, so that I can make arrangements accordingly.
If General Hunter meets with no serious disaster I think a part of
Sigel's force, at Harper's Ferry and on the road to the Ohio River,
can be safely withdrawn. It IS too late to send more troops to Hun
ter, but I can send them to you if you want them. I think four regi
ments of infantry can be spared.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

WASHINGTON, May 31, 1864-9.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
I know of no one who has a more thorough knowledge of all the

passes of the Chickahominy and of the approaches to Richmond
than Brig. Gen. J. G. Barnard. Although I do not agree with
General Barnard in all his opinions on the strategy: of the cam
paign, I think he is a man of very great military ability, and that

__ ...__ .......L.. __
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CIRCULAR.]

the information which he can give you will be very valuable. His
mind is cl~ar and judgment excellent.. Of course if you do not want

, him you will order him back to Washington.
H. W. HALLECK.

Major-General and Chief of Slaff.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 18G4-7.30 a. m.

The major-general commanding directs that corps commanders
press forward their skirmishers up against the enemy and ascertain
whether any change has taken place in their front, and report the
result. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Nay 31, 1864.

It is intended to send a train of wagons to White House for sup
plies to-morrow. The sick and wounded will be sent as heretofore
lD these wagons. The train will be assembled to-day in a conven
ient locality on the north side of the White House road, east 9f Mrs.
N ewton's, and, of course, on the south side of the Pamunkey. Chief
quartermasters will cause all the empty wagons in their respective
commands to be sent as soon as practicable to-day to the rendezvous
indicated. Proper officers must be sent in charge of the wagons,
and to draw the required supplies. Reports will be made to me
forthwith by the chief quartermasters, showing amount of supplies
all hand in the trains, number of empty wagons to be sent to White
House to-morrow, what for, and in whose charge.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brigadier-General and Chief Quartermaster.

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864.

SPECIAL ORDERS, }
No. 148.

• • • • • • •
3. The wounded now with this army will be sent at daylight to

morrow to the White House under the direction of chief quarter
master and medical director; as far as practicable elllpty wagons
will be us~ for the purpose. Asst. Burg. :M. J. Asch, U. S. Army,
is placed in immediate charge of the wounded, and will be governed
by such special instructions as he may receive from the medical di
rector. The trains from the several corps will rendezvous this after
noon on this side of the Pamunkey, east of Mrs. Newton's and north
of the road leading to the White House. Corps commanders will
detail such medical officers, attendants, and provide such medical
supplies as may be required by their medical directors. and they
will all furnish two days' rations for their wounded. The rations
will be cooked, if possible. The portion of the Pennsylvania Re
serves and Secolld Regiment New Jersey Volunteers ordered home
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for discharge will {;,l;('Ol't II)(J t.·u,in to the \\Thilt:' House. The COIll

mander of the escort will he· guided hy such instructions a.~ h'J may
receive from the chief quartel'ma....,tol'.

4. The empty w~om; ahout to hH sent tQ thn White House will be
loaded at that place with the 1'1'0plJr I!l'oportion of loIuhsi8t~n('estores.
under such instructions as may Le g'l ven hy the ('hid (,olUmissary of
this army. The officer of the Hllhsistt'Jl('e departmellt from each corps
will accompany the wagow;. Corps commanders will also send with
the Wag01;S proper officers to dmw the supplim; of ammunition they
may rl'C!Ulrp.

5. The following rpgiments recently sl.rving with the Ninth Army
Corps will report without delay to Major-General Sheridan, com
manding Cavalry Corps: St:'eond RegiulPnt Ohio Veteran Cavalry.
Third Rewmeut New Jersey Cavalry, Thirtt:'enth Regiment Penn-
sylvania Cavalry. .

6. The horse batteries of this army will at once be n=\duced to
eight batteries of four guns ('ach, two rifled and two 12-pounder
guns. The surplus guns will be s('nt to Volashington via White
House. All the caissons neceHsary to carry the reserve ammunition
will be retained, and the hatteries in eVf'ry way made as eftieient
and complete as poSHihlfl. The eight horHl' l>atteries are assigned to
the Cavalry Corps, and will he roported accordingly.

* * * * • * *
9. The troops und('r tlw command of Colonel Grimshaw are as

signed as follows, and will join their respective commands without
delay: Fourth Delawaro Voluntem' Infantry, Fifth New York Vet
eran Volunteer Infantry, Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry (dis
mounted), One hundrmt and fifty-seventh Pennsylvania Voltmteer
Infantry, to the Fifth Corp!'!; Fifth New Hampshire Volunteer In
fantry, Eighty-eighth New York Volunteer Infant.ry, to the Second
Corps; Seventh Michigan Cavalry. to the Cavalry Corps. An officer
of the Eighty-eighth New York will report to the provost-marshal
general for instructions as to the dispositions to he made of the
stragglers in the charge of that command. The stragglers of the
dismounted cavalry will be turned over to Colonel Gould, in charge
of dismounted cavalry with the supply train near Hanovertown.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-11.:30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Headquarters will he moved to-morrow at 7 a. m. to Mrs. Via's,

near General WaITen's headquarters.
A. A. HUMPHREYS.

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Generals 'Varren, Wright, and Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
.May 31, 18Ij4-8.30 a. m.

General HA~COCK:

I gave instrnctions this morning for the advance of.my entire line
to coincide with that taken up by General Owen. I now understand
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Sfaff.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
~[(ljor-Generaland Chief of Staff.

that it is the intention to throw General Owen fartlwr forward. If
so, it is IllV desire to have my line advanced at the same time. It is
possible that my people may take the ad vance of the .;;kirmish line
ordered this mOrIlmg for the ad vance of the whole line. Please let
me know what your intentions are, that I may keep up the connec
tion.

. A. E. BURNSIDE,
j]flljor- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-9.40 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
The commanding general desires to know what the firing is in

your front.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May :n, 18li4-1O a. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL :. The firin~ in my front is that necessary to carry out
my instructions in feelmg the enemy. General Barlow ha.<! posses
sion of what appears to be their first line of rifle-pits for a dIstance
of what appears to be a brigade front on the left of the Richmolld
road. General Birney has advanced his skirmishers and taken the
line they threw up in front last night. As soon as the matter is
developed I will give you detailed information. It is thought the
enemy have a line run with a salient more in the front of General
Wright. The conduct of the skirmishers in my line was extremely
spirited, but I hear nothing going on to the right or left.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

[Indorsement.]

General HUMPHREYS:
Inquire of General Burnsido whether his skirmishers have ad

vanced. and with what result. Notify him of Hancock's progress,
and liotify Hancock of Wright's report.

GEO. G: MEADE,
~fajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-10 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
An officer of the escort of these headquarters just from your front

states that Barlow's troops are in the enemy's intrenchments, and
that the enemy has withdrawn all his guns, except one, and is with
drawing that.
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WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
lIl/{jor- Ut'lleral.

HEADQUARTERS HECONII ARMY CORPS.
May :31, 1~64-1O.15 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
General Birney now holds the position occnpied by the enemy's

artillery and skirmishers yf'sterday, and is now advancing two bri
gades to same position.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May.31, 1864-10.20 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
General Barlow reports he ha.'l dri,en the enemy from his front,

occupying their rifle-pits, and compelling him to withdraw all their
guns but one, which he is now advancing on. Should this be the
case, you will advance your line so as to press closely the enemx,
and ascertain the new position to which he has retired. You wIll
notify Generals Burnside and Wri~htof any advancp. you may make,
so that they can adva.nce in conJunction, and should you require
additional forces in your operations G£>uorll.l Wri~ht has surplus
troops, which he will be directed to furnish on re<lUlsition.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

GenElral HUMPHREYS:
Notify Generals Burnside and Wri~ht of the above dispat.ch to

Hancock, and send them instructions ill conformity therewith.
GEO. G: MEADE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May :31, 1864.

General HUMPHREYS.
I have not receivetl the dispat('h from Oen£>ral Barlow you

allude to, though I have Bellt you all the information I have boon
able to get. I do not know how the report has reached you. I am
following your instructions, however, and have notified General
Burnside of my action,

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
J.Vajur-General.

[Indol'llement.]

Answered how information renche/l headquarters.'"
A. A. HUMPHREYS.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 31, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
General Birney reports that he has about 40 prisoners of Breckin

ridge's command, and that the enemy are now formed in his front
--------

.. See Humphreys to Hancock, 10.rJO a. m., p. 380.
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in line of battle about HOO yanIs distant, wit.h al·tillery awl infantry,
and that he is making"preparations to hold tho line Ill' to advance
when order shall be received. We will hear more from Barlow
presently.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
.J[ajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
.ft[ay :n; 1RG4.

General HUMPHREYS:
General Gibbon has. now come close up to the enemy's line of

works, which in his front are held by'Vilcox's division,' which re
lieved this morning Kershaw's brigade. General Barlow's people
have also come up to Hill, on General Gibbon's right. Breckinridge
seems to be in front of Birney. General Burnside connects with
General Gibbon's left, but in rear, and General Gibbon says he
has not heard a shot from him yet.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK, .
.ft[njor-General.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 18G-!. (Received 10.30 a. m.)

General HUMPHREYS:
General Gibbon reports that he occupies the line across the Cold

Harbor road which they held yesterday. The :prisoners from Bir
ney's front report that they understood the mam line to be a mile
back; that they heard chopping there during the night. A contra
band, not yet received at these headquarters, says that Lee went to
Richmond sick three da~s ago.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
.ft[ay 31, 1864-10.45 a. m.

(Received 11.50 a. m.)
Major-General HANCOCK,

CQrnmaruling Second Corps:
General Wright reports the enemyetrongly intrenched in Rick

etts' front on a high, steep ridge; timber slashed on the .slope and
abatis immediately in front of the intrenchments. In front of
Wright's skirmish line a thickly wooded swamp 300 yards wide;
swamp extends to foot of ridge. Their intrenchments extend in
front of Russell, the continuation lost in the woods.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
.Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May :31,1864-10.50 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding SPC011d Cmps:

The information from Barlow came through an officer of the f'RCOTt

of these headquarters, who happ£'ned to he in the front, and who
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st.'l.ted that Gonoral Barlow wished him tu tell some goneral offieer
of the conditiun of things. Probably intended him to tell you.
I sent him to General Meade.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
ltfajor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
M(ty 31, 18fi4.

Major-General H U:M.PHREYS,
Ch ief of Stoff :

Your dispatches of 10 and 10.15 a. m. received. I send tho fullow
ing from General Barlow, as an explanation:

I have the honor to report that the enemy's works in my front, OIl the bank of
the stream just to the left of the Richmond road, had in them this morning only a
few skirmishel'll. Gt>neral Birney's troops [advancedl and I also advanced my
skinnish line, and we occupied part of their works. We did not caUlle the enemy
to withdraw his guns or his line of battle; that was done by tht'1ll voluntarily in
the nilrltt. Farther to the left of the rtlBd they hold a line of works in force with
artillery, and cannot be dislodged without a very strong attack.

Rel!Ipectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-GenR;ral.

WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-11 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
General Wright is ordered to support you with his whole corps if

you attack and should require that degree of su~port.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
May 31, l~fi-1-11.3U a. m.

Major-Goneral HANCOCK:
I havo instructed General Noill, in reserve on my right, to hold

his division ready to snpport you on call. Ricketts and Russell are
ordered to advanco with your ri~ht. and in case the ground in their
front is found impracticable, as represented, then to hold themselves
in readinoss to support you. I have just learned that part of Rick
etts' force is in the enemy's first line with your troops.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
lIfay 31, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK:
My skirmish line ha8 been advanced until it brou~ht up against

f.h~ ~I).em1 iI). his rifle-pits, and is now engaged WIth the enemr'1J



382 OPERATIONS IN BE. VA. AND N. C. [CHAr.' XLvm.

SECOND ARMY CORPS,
}rIay :31, 1864-1 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
!flay 31, 1864-3 p. m.

skirmish lines. The enemy's camp is within 600 yards of m~ skir
mishers. I have none but the general order of this mormng. to
advance my line, and that I have done already so far as I can ~o
without attacking the enemy in strong intrenchments with abatIs.
I am, however, ready to move on with your right.

H. G. WRIGHT,
:lJfajor-General.

General MEADE:
I have no positive information t6 give you yet. The skirmishing

is heavy along my whole front, but no one reports having come
upon the enemy's main line. They hold strongly between Barlow
and Birney, the latter being across the creek with his whole division.
General Gibbon on my left is briskly engaged also, but not serious
ly; has one brigade in, and another just going in to su~port. Most
of the artillery firing is from us. My commanders are lllstructed to
press the enemy until he resists with more than a skirmish line, and
when they get good ground across the run, to hold it with their
main line.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Major-General HANCOCK:
I have just returned from my lines. One division (Ricketts') is

on your rIght. Russell's occupies nearly position of last ni~ht on
the crest of the swamp, with enemy's works on opposite sIde. I
can't cross Russell without serious loss, and believe It best in case an
attack is to be made to make it from your front with your force and
mine. I am developing no farther than Ricketts' present right.
The enemy's works extend past my right, but I thfuk their main
line breaks to the rear just beyond my right flank.

H. G. WRIGHT,
.Major-General, Commanding.

SECOND CORPS,
!flay 31, 1864-6.50 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
I do not propose doing anything more to-night. My command is

well deploxed along the enemy's line-too much so to be concen
trated easIly. The two wings are across the creek and the skir
mish line of the center, Barlow's division, but his line of battle
muld not be placed over without a fight at gTeat disadvantage. I
tmppose I have lost several hundred men. If there are any orders
received rendering it necessary for me to get my corps more to
gether I shall hold more nearly tho line I did this morning. Their



CIuP. XLVIIL] CORREI:lI'ONVENn;, ETC.-UNlON. 388

line appears to haye a re-entrant angle in Barlow's front, and have
pushed my line as far up into the angl'e as I could, and it has giv£lll
me a lon~er development thall I desire. It is one-third longer than
it was th:ls morning. Activo BkirmishiIIg has been going on all day.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
.llay 31, 1864-9.40 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
AS8istant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Seventeen wagons belonging to this corps while on
their way to Port Royal, under escort, a few days Bince, Whl1l1
within 5 miles of that place, were captured by the enemy, the
wagons burned, mules carried away, and the men made prisoners.
The circumstancel:l are not yet known, but an investigation will be
ordered to ascertain the parties at fault.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major. Gl'neral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-10 p. m.

Major-Goneral HANCOCK:
General Wright is ordered to move his corps to Cold Harbor.

You will make your disposition to protect your right Hal k on thE'
withdrawal of Wright's troops.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-10.30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
I am ordered to move at onCll to Cold Harbor, and shall withdraw

Ricketts' division on your left first
i

and Neill's, which covers my
right last, and my skirmishers wi I be withdrawn an hour after
N eill 'moves. Neill is instructed to notify you when his division
starts.

H. G. WRIGHT,
~Major-General, Commanding.

SECOND CORPS,
.May 31, 1864-11 p. 111.

General HUMPHREYS:
The withdrawal of Wright makes it necessary for me to resume

my line of yesterday and this 111orning, and I have so notified Gen
eral )3w:naide. I shall have my picket-line advanced.
~ . . WIN]"D S. HANCOCK,

MaJor- General.

_---.1 _
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
• "Jfay 31, 1864-11.05 p. m.

Maj: Gen. W. S. HANCOCK:
GENERAL: Cannot the present left of General Owen remain?

It is not a great way in advance of the position it was on this morn
ing.

A. ~j. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
,}rfay 31, 18U4-11.:.!O p. m.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
M(~j()r-aeneral and Chief of Staff.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Your dispatch of 11 p. m. received. The major-general command

ing directs that you do not withdraw your line of battle unless abso
lutely compelled to do so. He suggests that you protect your flank
by refusing your right. •

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864--11.35 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
Your instructions will be obeyed, but it will put my whole corps in

a weak line; the two flanks being across the creek, and the center
unable to cross, and with such an extended line, I cannot have any
troops available for other purposes. The line I now hold is not of
value, unless an assault is mtended, and it is desired to mRoSS troops
close to the enemy. I can hold nearly the same ground, with skIr
mishers and artillery, from myoId lines.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
~Major-General.

The right of General Birney is over a half mile in front of the Han
over Court-House road.

CIRCULAR.J HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 31, lRH4-7.45 a. m.

Division commanders will press forward their skirmishers up
against the enemy, aud ascertain whether any changes have taken
place in their front. Reports will be made in writing of the results.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjut.ant.-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS.
~"tfay :n, 1864-11.15 a. m.

The major-general commanding desires division commanders to
pres§ forwa,.rq l\ntH the! ,~l'!J ~atisfied ~lle! ~re st{)pped b1 f;lOJD~thin~-
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more than a skirmish line of the enemy. If there is any position
across the stream which can be held by the main line securely, it
will be taken up, but great care must be taken to clear the front as
far as possible by strong skirmish lines before making the crossing
with the main force. Corps headquarters will be for the present on
the Richmond road. near the Shelton house.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. W ~LKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
j}[ay 31, 1864-11 p. m.

In the movement orderod for to-night division commanders are
especially requested to take care that no intrenching tools are 1{1ft
behind, but that all are gathered up all;d properly packed ill the
wagons.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANOIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-11.50 p. m.

COMMANDING OFFICERS OF DIVISIONS:
The orders issued this evening, directing the divisions of the corps

to be withdrawn to the position on this side the creek, are hereby
recalled. The troops will occuPy their IJresent lines until further
ordered. except that. Gencral Buney wil make such disposition as
he shall think necessary to secure his right flank in the absence of
the Sixth Corps.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assi8tant Adjutant-General.

•
HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,

lrI{£y 31, 18H4-7.10 a. m.
Lieut. Col. F. A. WALKER,

Assistant Adju,tant-General:
COLONEL: Colonel Miles thinks the enemy have only a skirmish

line in their first line of works on the creek and that they are form
ing and intrenching a new line of battle some 20001' 300 yards in rear
of the creek in the woods. They can be seen (Ugging there and were
digging and chopping there during the night. The guns seen yes
terday in their gun covers are not visible this morning but are sup
posed to be in a new position in their new line. I shall try to develop
them by an occasional cannon-shot. In front of my skirmish line, on
the crest occupied by us in the advance of last night, the enemy are
thick (their skirmishers), and vigilant on our front, and their whole
skirmish line is active this morning.

Respectfully, your obedient servant, .
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier- General, CommandiruJ Dil·ision.
25 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUAHTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
.llfay 31, 186-1-10.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General BARLOW, Comrnand'ing Division:
GENERAL: Major-General Wright,with the Sixth Corps, is ordered

to proceed to-night to Cold Harbor. Major-General Birney has been
ordm;ed to withdraw to this side of the creek, and General Gibbon
also. The major-general commanding directs that your own line be
withdrawn to the line held by the Fourth Brigade to-day and ex
tending to the Shelton house. The artillery along the line by the
Shelton bouse will be left in position there, and you will make the
same dispositions for covering it. General Gibbon and General
Birney have been ordered to place their picket-lines in the intrench
ments now held by their lines of battle, and you will conform your
new picket-line to that arrangement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

•
HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,

May 31,1864-1 p. m.
Major-General HANCOCK:

GENERAL: Owen and McKeen have been pretty heavily engaged
in front of the enemy's main line, having taken possession of his first
line of pits. I have just sent Smyth over to support McKeen, whose
fire seems to be the heaviest. The enemy has used one or two fieces
of artillery on Owen. I hear nothing of Burnside's troops. hold
Tyler in reserve in a very strong position.

Respectfully,

TOTOPOTOMOY, May 31, 1864.

H. BOYD McKEEN,
ColQnel, Commanding First Brigade.

Major NORVELL,
Asst. Arljt. Gen., Second Division, Second Corp's:

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that I have pushed back the
skirmish line of the enemy, and have occupied their rifle-pits from
which they had been picking off my men. In accomplishing this
the enemy opened two guns, one commanding the road, and one to
the right, firing obliquely across the road and enfilading the advanc
ing line. The gnns are posted in the main line of breast-works,
which are reported by a prisoner to be a half mile in advance.

Respectfully,

J. G.

[FIrst Indorsement.]

Respectfully forwarded for the information of Major-General
Hancock.

JOHN GIBBON, .
Brigadier-General of Voluntee'rs, Commanding Division.

Colonel McKeen's position is reported to me by Captain Embler
as It very strong one.
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[Socond indol'lleln...nt.]

3S7

K \VILLIAMS,
As.... islant .AdJ1tfant-Ueneral•

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the PotOlluw:

General Owen is on the left of McKeen, and they are intrenching.
I have not heard from Barlow yet. His connection on the advanceu
line appears not yet to be made with Birney.

Respectfully forwarded.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK.

.M(fjor-General, Commanding,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
J[ay. ;31, 1Sti-!. (Received 11.50 p. m.)

General BIRNEY:
GENERAL: General Wright, with the Sixth Corps, is ordered to

proceed to-night to Cold Harbor. The major-general commanding
desires you to withdraw across the creek to-night, taking up tho
position you he~d this morni!1g, leaving your skir~ish(lrs.inthe posi
tion now occupIed by your Ime of battle, and placmg a brIgade along
the line built for the artillery near the Shelton honse, and di8pos
ing the rest of your force to protect your right flank from any
advance of the enemy in that direction.

Very respectfully, your obedient Aervant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-Guu!ral.

HEADQUARTERS ~~IFTH ARMY CORPS,
.May 31, 1l:ili4-3AU a. m.

General WILLIAMS:
There has been considerable skirmishing going on la."it night and

this morning where the dead and wounded lie, so that I have been
unable w withdraw the Penn8ylvania Reserves till after daylight.
I am afraid I cannot do it till after daylight to-day. Thev prolla
bly would Iiot like to go until all their dead and wounded Lad lJeen
cared for.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General, Cummanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
ltfay 31, 18li4-G.i30 u. m.

Major-General WARREN:
I am directed to say that the portion of the Pennsylva.nia Reserves

to be d~schargedwm I~ot probably be l'0l11.1ired to l'l'l)()rt. at the sup
ply traIU to-day. I WIll let you know when tlwy H 10111<1 report to
General Ingalls,

...
_~-""._l
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MAY 31, 1864-7 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
MaJor-General.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
From the reconnaissances I have directed, I learn that the enemy's

pickets have retired down the Mechanicsville road, so as to uncover
Bethesda Church. Theil' line thus extends across that road to Grif
fin's front in a southwesterly direction, and they can be heard in the
woods beyond chopping. The maps Michler furnished me leave a
hreak between the Richmond and Hanover sheets, and if you have
one of your Peninsula maps, I would like to send and get a tracing
from it.

Respectfully,

FIFTH CORPS,
May 31, 1864-8.15 11. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

My men ill advancing this morning picked up a man belonging to
the Fifty-ninth Alabama; he belonged to Buckner's division, which
he left at Knoxville to go home, and has now come to join. He says
this division has lately arrived and is attached to Longstreet's corps.
This corps, he says, is on the rebel left of Ewell's corps now. He
says his division was detached to their right, he was told, and in
trying to find it he came where Ewell's men were and went to sleep.
They went away in the night without his knowing it till my men
got him. He says he don't belie,'c now that his division was on
their right; he don't know where it is. I send him up by himself..

G. K. WARREN,
:bIajor-General.

MAY 31, 1864-9 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
MaJor- General.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
General GrifHn reports a heav;, skirmish line of the enemy in his

front, and that they were choppmg all night. Their reveille was at
2 a. m., and the pickets are of the opinion that they moved to our
south and left. This seems to be the opinion of everyone along
lIly front. I, however, now have the Bethesda Church, and feel 110
apprehension of my left if the road from Old Church to Cold Har
bor is watched by the cavalry.

Respectfully,.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-9.15 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The road from Old Church to Cold Harbor is watched hy cavalry.

General Sheridan reports that his cavalry are within half a mile of
Cold Harbor.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
][(~i()I'-Gellel'al and Chief of Staff.
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G. K. WARREN.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
lrfay :iI, 1864.

MAY :31, IRli!-!l[.lfiJ IL. m.
~fajor-Gon('ral H lTMPHRJ<;Yf; :

My skirmishors hayo crossed the roall at Bethosda Churelt and
met with a little opposition in the vicinity of the road. The left ex
tends nearly a mile southea."1t of the road, finding' nothing. The
map of the road from Linney's to Bethesda Chureh and on to Me
chanicsville, you know, is correct.

Respectfully,

P. S.-What is the firing on our rig-ht?

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
May 31, ISG4-!J.30 a. m.

Major-General \VARREN :
Don't know what the firing is, hut take it to be Hancock finding

out whether any changes have.1lPon made by the enemy in t}le night.
. A. A. HUMPHRE1S,

Jlfl{jor-Ueupral and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1Rfi4-1O.10 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
I send you copy of dispatch* from Burnside. The commanding

general directs that the eonneetion he kept up. Hancock is ordm'ed
to press close up to the enemy and attack if ho finds it practiC'ahle ;
General Burnside to attack in conjunetion with him, and Wright to
support him with his whole corps. Tho Olwmy in Wright's front is
80 strongly pustell that he cannot attack.

A. A.. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of staff.

General S. WILLIAMS:
I forward the following report of General Crawfor'!. Tho num

ber of prisoners here given lloes not indUlle :n wounderl and in our
hospital. General Griflin took upward of 50 during tllfl day while
advancing.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Jfador·General.
[lncIORUre. ]

HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RESERVES,
THIRD DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS.

May :n, 18G4.
Capt. A. S. MARVIN, Jr.,

Assistant AdJldant-General, F1jfh Army Corp8;
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that thfl folluwing rebel offi

cers were killed and wounded in the affair of yesterday: Colonel
Terrill, of the Thirteenth Virginia Regiment; Colonel Willis, com-

* See Burnside to lIumphrpys, 9.55 a. Ill., p. 405.
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nlanding' Pl'~'1'alll'K hrig-Itlll', of Early"s diviRion : Colonel Christian,
• !l'oI'LY-lIillth Virgillia Heg'iuH'ut, wounded aUll taken prisonf'!' : Ma

jor ---. Forty-ninth Virginia Regimont, the assistant adjutant
g'eneral Ramsey's [Ramseur's?] brigaue, and 4 officers unknown.
Six commissioned officers and 70 enlisted men prisoners. Sixty
rebels buried.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

BTig(ulier- Gpneral, Cmnmand'ing Di1,js'ion.

MAY 31, 1864-10.15 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
MaJor-Ue1lpral of l·ol1J,nt~prs.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
We captured Colonel Christian last night, wounded. Buried

Colonel Terrill, and have it reported by Colonel Chril!!tian that
Colonel Willis was killed too. All of them, I believe, of Pegram's
brigade. -

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 181)4-11 a. m.

General WARREN:
Hancock's three divisions have possession of the enemy's first line

of iutrenchments where their artillery was yesterdav. They find a
second line, and the enemy in line of battle 800 yaras from the first
line.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-11.10 a. m.

Maj. Geu. G. K. WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The l'.Olmnanding general directs that the portion of the Pennsyl
vania Reserves to be ordered home for discharge, report with the
least practicable delay at the place which has been ordered as the
rendezvous for the train of empty wagons, to be escorted by the Re
serves to the White House. The rendezvous is on this side of the
Pamunkey, east of Mrs. Newton's house, and north of the road lead
ing to the White House. Colonel Hardin is here, and the s~ial

instructions for the commander of the escort will be commumcated
to him.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864.

General S. ",VILLIAMS,
Assistallt A(Uutallt-Gp.lIpral:

There is no way to K'l~t the papers properly made out for the Re
serve!::l iJ~ time for them to go with the tram to-morrow, than for
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G. K. WARREN.
Majm·-General.

G. K. WARREN,
.M(~jor-G('neml.

General Crawford to at once take the whole command to tll(' placo
where the wagons now are; these that go away can then be attendf'd
to first, and General Crawford can reorganize the remainder and
bring them back.

HEADQuA'RTERS FIFTH CORPS,
Mny 31, IKli4-12 m.

Captain MARVIN, .
Assistant Adjutant-Gellpral, Fifth Corp.'l:

About 90 yardl:! south of Harmon Haw's housp, near Bethesda
Church, the enemy are throwing up works or intrenchments, the
road the enemy are on being a little west of south, and leads to
Mechanicsville. The Twelfth Massachusetts on picket at that point,
and connect with the Fourth Division on the right.

D. E. CASTLE,
Capt{lin and Signal Officer.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS.
May 31, 1864-1 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS: .
My picket-line now feels the enemy, I believe, throughout. Thpre

is a ra.vine near the Bethesda Church rur.ning southwesterly to the
Matadequin, and. another ruuning west, crossing the road; we are to
ward Shady"Grove, this side of Pole Green Church, and' there run
ning into the Totopotomoy. These ravines are intricate, woody, and
swampy, and almost impassable; the enemy's pickets are on the south
side, we' on the other. My route, if I advance toward the enemy,
would probably be toward the Bethesda Church, and here the enemy
would have a strong front. General Burnside has a similar position
to a.dvance toward Shady Grove, and his troops are as many as could
operate on this road. I think if the enemy makes any opposition
he will not be able to advance far. I have directed connection to
be kept up with him. I am waiting for reports of casualties yester
day sent for early this morning. Crawford with Kitching lost, 417 ;
Lockwood, 25; Griffin and Cutler not yet reported. We have buriea
about 100 rebels.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-Oeneral.

MAY 31, 1864-1 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS:
. I made a mistake in my last dispatch in giving the direction of the
enemy's line; it is southeaster};/, not southwesterly. Apparently
they cover Shady Grove and Cold Harbor. I have Michler's com
plete map now.

Respectfully,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864.

, Major-General WARREN:
I have a copy of Peninsula maps, from which you can have copy

traced. If I Dad one to spare you should have it.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

FIFTH CORPS,
May 31, 1864.

General HUMPHREYS:
A little beyond the position, on the Shady Grove road, occcupied

by General Burnside now, one of the branches of the Totopotomoy,
heading in swamps near Bethesda Church, crosses the road; my
men held the other side of that, I am informed, till relieved by Gen
eral Burnside this morning, when he withdrew back to this side,
and has not since advanced beyond it.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

MAY 31, 1864-2.15 p. m.
Major-General MEADE:

I have just learned, from Dr. Winslow, that among some re
enforcements coming to the army, now on the way with a train from
Port Royal, is myoId regiment, the Fifth New York Volunteers.
When it comes I hope it will be assigned to me, as I can fill it up
with men left of two New York regiments whose organizations are
gone. This will make a full colonel of its present commander, as he
was before its reorganization, and he is a most reliable officer.

Respectfully, .
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General..

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-2.45 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The Fifth New York has been assigned to your corps.

. GEO. G. MEADE,
Mador-General, Commanding.

.'

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
ltlay 31, 1864-2.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Dr. Milhau says a cODversation was overheard between the

wounded rebel Colonel Christian and Dr. Brockenbrough, in which
he said they would not fall back b.cross the Chickahominy unless
they were outflanked. He said, too, that General Lee had been so
sick with diarrhea as to be off duty a few days, but that he was in
the saddle again yesterday.

G. J{. WARREN,
Mador-General.
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~'IFTH CORPS.
May 31, Hili·!,

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
My officers at Bethesda Churl'h distinctly heard the enemy mov

ing artillery in that vicinity towar(l our left during the firing to-day
in the direction of Cold Harbor.

n. K. WARREN,
Majl) r-{Jl'1wral.

HEAD(}DARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS.
Nay :H, 1~(j4-2.·HJ p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
M.y pickets near BethPHtla Church rpport, a hrisk skirmish going

on noW" in a direction southea.st from tha.t plac£', apparently diloltallt
about 2 miles.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-Ge1wral.

G. K. 'VARR~N,
Majo r- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, IHl.i.J,-5,45 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHRF.YS:
The firing towa.rd Cold Harhor remains at about the Harne point,

but appears to go on hrisker.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May :ll, 1Hft4.

Major-General WARREN, Comdy. Fifth Army COr1)8:
The eommanding W'lIpml dirpl'ts that tho /lortion of thfl Pennsyl

vania ReH{~rVeH to 1m diHehargptl 1'l~}lort to t Ie place heretofore lU

(licated early to-morrow morning. TIH1 commanding general does
not consider it necessary that General Crawford, aIllI the men who
are not to be discharged, should go to the trains. Ho dt·citles that
the reorganization must be eff£'cted without withdrawing from the
front those who are to remain.

S. WILLIA!fS,
A.lIsistant Atljllfrlllt-(Jeneral.

GEO. G. MEADE,
.!tfa.ior-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMV OF THE POTOMAC,
.!t[ay :ll, lSli4-10 p. m.

Major-General WARREN, Comdg. Fifth Army Cmps:
The Sixth Corps is ordered to Cold Ha.rbor. Is tho road to that

place from Bethesda Church oppn, or (loes tho enemy hold any part
of it? Our cavalry are now in Cold Harbor. having driven the
enemy's cavalry and infantry, but it is expected the enemy will he
re-enforced, and the cavalry forced back before Wrigoht can get
there, and therefore it is important he should move by the shortest
route.
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MAY 31, 1864.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- Gf'neral.

Major-General MEADE:
The enemy have held the road from Bethesda Church to Cold Har

bor and intrenched it all day. It is a poor road anyhow. It is much
moro practicable for General Wright to move via Old Church, I
think. 'even if the enemy w.as not on the road.

Respectfully,

CIROU~AR,1 HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS.
No. 60. f May 31, 1804.
Division commanders will see that their skirmish line is pushed

out as far as possible, and to keep advancmg and havo it well sup
ported, if necessary. If any have retired from their advanced posi
tion tliey must be replaced and kept well out, so as to observe ever.y
movement on the part of the enemy.

By command of Major-General Warren:
A. S. MARVIN, JR.•

As.'?istant Adjutant-General.

CIRCUL:rn, ~ HEADQUARTERS FIFTH, AR~Y CC?RPS,
No. 62. f May 31, 1864-6.10 a. In.
Division commanders will report at once to these headquarters

whether the enemy is found in their front this morning, and .how
far out our troops have advanced, and what the signs and where
abouts of the enemy are, and any other information of importance.

By command of Major-General Warren:
A. S. MARVIN, JR..

Assistant Adjutant-Genpral.

HDQRS. FIRST BRIG., FIRST DIV., FIFTH CORPS,
May 31, 1864-6.30 a. m.

General GRIFFIN,
Commanding Di1~ision, Fifth Corps:

GENERAL: I have reports from picket-line and from personal ob
servation of one of my staff officers, that the enemy are on my (pres
ent) front, beyond a morass on a crest, chopping and talking. and
probably digging. The crest alluded to is from one-half to three
fourths of a mile from the road along my line. The enemy were
heard during' the night passing down to my left, apparently with
a.rtillery. At 2 o'clock this morning they had reveille, and by their
talking, &c., appeared to be moving to the right.

Very respectfully, . .
R. B. AYRES,

Brigadier-General.

General GRIFFIN:
As soon as you have troops disposable by the action of General

Burnside's troops relieving yours, I wish you would replace the

MAY :n, 1864. (ReCeIved 8 a. m.)
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MAY 31, 1864.

MAY 31, 1864.

G. K. WARREN.

troops of General CuUer on Gf'JlPral C"f\wfo,'(l's right (one hrig-ado
awl three l'Pgillllmts), !>o that Ol'lleI'al ellUl'l' Clm gl't his division
together. I will then have a Cow troops disposable for any a.ttack
011 the center, if made. I wish you would have this done as SOOIl as
you feel your line to be strong enough to make this extension left.

G. K. WARREN,
~Mttjvr-Geneml.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
lIfay 31. IH64-8 a. m.

General WARREN:
The enemy iR in my front, or so repoMl by GenpralR Ayres and

Bartlett. They _wpre chopping all night, and now have a heavy
skirmish line. The first portion of the night the enemy was re
ported moving to our left. General Ayres reports that his reveille
sounded at 2.o'clock, and seemed to move a portion of his command
to our right.

CHA.8. GRIFFIN,
Brigaclin-General, Ourn7l1unding Dil'i.,;ion.

General GRIFFIN:
General Burnside's troops are all across the Totopotomoy. If you

will let him relieve your division, you can move down toward our
center, a.nd we will then make the other troops advance.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-Generul, Oommanding.

MAY 31, 1864-9.45 a. m.
General GRIFFIN.

I wish you to extend your line to the left, and replace General
Cutler's troops as far as you can with a single line of battle; if
necessary, with one brigade in reserve. I am throwing the left of
our line forward to Bethesda Church, and shall attack the enemy
there at once. They are movin~ in force tov-ard Cold Harbor, to
which point General Wright, WIth the Sixth Corps. is also moving.
My attack is to be a diversion in favor of Wright, and prevent their
accumulating against him. Baldy Smith is coming up to take posi.
tion between Wright and me, but it will take all day to do it.
Relieve General Cutler's line as above as soon as you can. Do not
take any count of Kitching's detachment, for I shall move them.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

General GRIFFIN:
I send you some dispatches just received to read and return. You

must keep up connection with General Burnside's left as he advances.
Respectfally,
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31,> l~.j..

Brigadier-General GRIFl<'IN,
Commanding First Division, Fifth Army Corps:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding wishes t.o know
whether your troops have been relieved of their position they held
last evening by those of General Crittenden.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
o A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Ass'iBtant AcUutant-Ueneral.

G. K. WARREN,
lIfa}or-Gmeml of rolunieers.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
ll!ay 31, 1864.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN,
Commanding First Division, Fifth Army C,orps:

If the enemy should renew the attack in front of General Craw
ford you must try and support them, if necessary, and I wish to
have your men relieve the Pennsylvania Reserves, whose time is
out to-day.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
MOllY 31, 1864.

[General G. K. WARREN :]
GENERAL: In reply to communication just received, I have the

honor to report that one bl'i~ade of this division has been relieve<l
(and now held in reserve) oy two brigades of General Burnside's
command, numbering about 1,400 men. If General Crawford is
attacked I will try and support him with two or even three brigades,
covering my own front WIth a heavy skirmish line. If the artillery
was properly disposed in General Crawford's front, I believe it
would be impossible to force him to retire. The Second Brigade,
First Division, is now in rear of General Crawford's position, dis
posable for any emergency.

Very respectfully, &c., .
CHAB. GRIFFIN,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Di1,ision.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864.

General H. H. LOCKWOOD,
Commanding Secood Division:

I have not allowed Colonel Leonard to take command of the bri
gade in which his regiment (the Thirteenth Massachusetts) is serving,
since he left it at the Wilderness from sickness. He now considers
himself able to do duty, and I am willing he should return to the
command of his re~iment, but not to displace Colonel Lyle in tho
command of the hrIgade at present. If he should be able to COll-
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

tinue on duty sufficiently long to prove hil'! ability to do so under
difficult marches. hattIe!;, and had weather, you call, a.'l soon as your
judgnwllt approves, recommend him to he restored to the command
of the brigade.

'Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
Jf£ty :n, 1864.

[General. G. K. WARREN:]

GENERAL: I have sent out scouts to ascertain the position of the
elWlllY. They have returnod and report that they mme upon the
eneJllY's pickets about 400 yards from tho cross-roads, and that his
pickets were on the south of tho Mechanicsville road, and at ri~ht

angles to it. They saw ·Ilone north of the road. The enemy wore
hard at work chopping, and words of command were heard.

Very rei:l}loctfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadicr-Ueneral.

HEADQuARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RRSERVES.
THIRD DIVHlION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,

May 31, IHli4.
Capt. A. S. MARVIN, Jr.,

Assl:stant AdJutant-Generul, Fifth Army Corp,OiI:
CAPTAIN: I have tho honor to suhmit tho following statement of

casua.lties in my cODimand Oil the iJoth in:;tant :

,.=~, (m'"J~~I~~r;"lmK: ~i
e ]Ie ~ e ~ ~

. 0:::1 , c' , ~ I 0 ):l

Jl'ln¢BriPd.... -.---~~.... -.. -.-~--.-.-.' ;1 414~1 21 :v--;~
Thin! BrlKRde. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . '" ... 2' 16' .. 4 22
KitchioK's brlgad.· . . 16 I 3 '1 141 I .. [ 101 261
Artillery Brigade .. . . . .. . .. .. .

-~ ----1---- ~-
Total. . . . . .. 23 D 100 I 2 I I~I 417

I am, captain, very re8pectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
~lf(lY :ll, 1864.

Cai>tain MARVIN,
Assistant Adjutant-Gpneral, Fifth Corps:

SIR: My skirmishers ill front of C(~lon{'l Hof.mann (to the right of
General Lockwood) are out about 1 llule, and stIll movmg on. Thooo
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L. CUTLER.

L. CUTLER,
Brigadier-General.

betwoon Crawford and Griffin are out about the same distance. Both
lines are pushing on and find no enemy as yet. I have staff officers
with both lines. I have ordered them to keep moving whether those
on the right or left move or not.

Very respectfully,

As my command is now so far out, I should like to get it together
before the line of battle advances.

L. C.,
Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
.J.lfay 31, 1864-8.40 a. m.

Captain MARVIN:
SIR: The skirmish lines of my troops, both on the right and left of

Crawford, are out l! miles. They have connected, leaving Craw
ford's skirmishers in the rear. The Second Division skirmishers are
on my left. Nothing on my right. My right finds no enemy. On
my left they are skirmishing With the enemy and hear them chop-
¢~~~~~ .

Very respectfully,

HDQRS. FOCRTH DIVISION,li'IFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 11;64-9.20 a. m.

Captain MARVIN:
The officer in charge of the left of my skirmishers reports the

enemy making intrenchments l! miles out· on the Mechanicsvillo
road. I am supporting- my line and pushing it forward. I will try
to dislodge them if they are not in too large force.

L. CUTLER,
Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. FOURTH DIVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-9.45 a. m.

Captain MARVIN:
SIR: I have sent thrw regiments to support my skirmishers on my

right; have found the enomy's pickets behind rifle-pits. I think
there is no force, but a heavy skirmish line. I am going to try to
drive them out. and would like to have Lockwood push up on my
left. Crawford's line is so far in my rear, and it is so woody, that
I do not care to have him advance for fear they will fire Oil my men
by miHtake.

Yours,
L. CUTL~~R,

Bri!Jadier-Ueueral.
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H. G. WRIGHT,
ltlnjur-General, C01lL1Iwncliug.

HDQRfl. ~-'OURTH DlVISION, FIFTH ARMY CORPfl,
May 31, 1l;64.

Captain MARVIN,
As/:n:stant Adjuurnt-Geneml:

SIR: My pickets connect with Griffin un the right and Lockwuud
on the left; Crawford's pickets are in the rear in the same piece of
wood; it embarrasses my men. I ask that they be withdrawn.

L. CUTLER, ,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-7.30 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

The major-general commaRding directs that you tllr!>w forward
your right, push out skirmishers, and ascertain where the enemy is
III your front, and what position he holds.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-9.05 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
The enemy's intrenchments extend in front of Russell, the contin

uation being lost in the WOOdS"Oll the other side of the swamp, sup
posed to be the Totopotomoy, or one of its branches. How far the
left extends I have not yet learned, but am expecting further re
port every minute.

H. G. WRIGHT,
J.1fajor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
Jfny 31, ISH!. (Received 9.30 a. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I respectfully report the result of the advance of my skirmish line
as ordered thIS morning. The enemy appears to be strongly in
trenched along my entire front, occupying a high ridge, difficult of
ascent, and in some places perpendicular. The timber is slashed 011

the slope of the ridge, and immediately in front of the intrenchments
(which are some distance back from the brow of the ridge) is an abatis.
1mmediately in front of my skirmish line is a swamp, thickly wooded,
and averaging about :loa yards in width. The swamp extends tu the
foot of the ridge occupit~d by the enemy, and is occupied OIl the far
ther side by sharpshooter:;.
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
Mny 31, 18G!. (Received. 0.30 a. m.)

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The following is General Ricketts' report:

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864.

JAMES ~. RICKETTS.
Brigadier-GL'neral, Commanding Division.

Col. M. T. MCMAHON.
, ASMant AtVutant-General:

~bly to your directions. I have the honor to report M the result of the exam
inatIOn of my division front. that the enemy is strongly poated on a high ridge,
very steep a.~ent, with a swamp intervening, and an abatis extending the whole
length. It ill irnprdCticable to attack along my front with the division.

Very respectfully, &c.,

H. G. WRIGHT,
ltlojo'r-General, ComrrULnd£ng.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
.Mny 31, 11364-:-10 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Command'ing Sixth Carp,'!.'

The major-general commanding directs that you continue your
examination hy your skirmishers as far as possible to the right, and
endeavor to find some assailahle point. Should you not find. such,
you will send staff officers to hlarn the nearest roads and routes for
your infantry, artillery, and trains to move, after dark, to Warren's
rear.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
ltlajor-General and Chirf of Staff.

MAY :31, 18G!-1O.20 a. m.
Major-General WRIGHT:

I send you copy * of iustructions to Gpneral Hancock. The com
manding general direet.s that you advance in conjunction with Gen
eral Hancock, awl send to him any of your surplus troops he may
ask for that you can spare.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
lI[ojor-Omeral, Chi/j' of Staff.

Hl<;ADQu ARTERS ARMY OF THl<; POTOMAC,
.!lfny :31, 1864-11 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT.
C01llmanding Sixth C/trps.'

The commanding general directs that you be prepared to support
General Hancock with your wholl' corps should he attack.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
11[ajor-General nnd Chief of Staff.

~- _._- - -_.

"See Meuue to Hancock, lU.:.lO a. w. 3h;t, p. 379.
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H. G. WRIGHT,
. Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864--11.20 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
Your dispatches of 10.20 and 11 a. m. just received. I had already

ordered Ricketts and Russell to advance with Hancock's right, and
to push their skirmishers at once forward. Neill's, massed on the
right, is held in readiness to move to Hancock's support, as will be
also the divisions of Ricketts and Russell in case the nature of the
ground, which is represented as nearly impracticable in their front,
prevents their advance. The withdrawal of Neill will uncover our
right.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864.

Major-General WRIGHT:
I have occupied the enemy's first line of yesterday, and am ordered

to press forward closely to ascertain their new position, and am
informed that Generals Wright and Burnside will be directed to
advance at the same time.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-12 m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

There seems to be no doubt that the enemy overlap my right, such
being the report of my own and some of the staff officers of General
Russell. Russell has been for two hours engaged in a critical exam
ination of his front, but has not reported yet. Part of Ricketts'
division has occupied the enemy's first line with the Second Corps.
I am just going to the front, leaving Colonel McMahon here.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864--1.15 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
My Third Division has crossed the marsh and taken position in

enemy's first line on right of Second Corps, doing this by turning the
marsh in front of Second Corps batteries. I have instructed Russell
to connect on right if he can possibly cross the swamp in his vicinity.
Report from officer of the day, Third Division, is that enemy has
moved toward our right. This may be to prevent being outflanked,
or possibly to turn our ri~ht. I will look out for it, and shall not
move Neill without pressmg necessity, as he is all we have on the
right of tp.e army.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

26 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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THOS. H. NEILL,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Seccmd Division.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-1.50 p. m.

The fOllowing has been received from General Neill in relation to
our right and rear:

HEADQt.TARTERS SECOND DIVISION, SIXTH ARMY CoRPS,
May 31, 1864-1.80 p. m.

Colonel McMAHON,
AlI8istant Ac:(futant-General, Sixth ('vrp3:

A report from Colonel Edwards, commanding brigade at Taliaferro's Mill, says
that BOrne 20 of the enemy's cavalry have been seen on the right of his (Edwards')
line of pickets, about half a mile in rear of the road from mill to Overton's, and Col
onel E. asks for one or two companies of cavalry. I told him I had no cavalry, and
that abri~adeof General Wilson's cavalry had been 'ordered to connect with him.
I deem this of sufficient importance to forward.

Very respectfully,

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTER3 SECOND ARMY CORPS.
May 31, 1864-2 p. m. (Received 2.45 p. m.)

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Army Corps:

GENERAL: Wilcox's division, of Hill's corps, is in front of my left
in works. They moved down from in front of our right and reheved
Longstreet within a very short time. My right is close to the enemy,
also with Breckinridge in front; although my headquarters are fixed
at the place mentioned before, yet I remain at the Shelton house
duringJhese operations.

Yours, &c.,

, \'

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS.
May 31, 1864-2.10 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
General Russell says it is quite impossible to cross the swamp in

his front under the enemy's fire, and my own examination confirms
it. The enemy's line is on the other crest, the first being a pit for
skirmishers, which follows nearly our own skirmish line ; the other,
the main line, which breaks back a few hundred yards beyond our
right. I don't think it advisable to attempt crossing here, and
shall hold the two divisions ready to support Hancock, if needed.
I have been using one battery on the enemy's line, and shall shortly
open with another on a camp which can be seen from where I now
am. .

H. G.' WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Mall 31, 1864-2.15 p. m.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sirth Corps:

General Neill's dispatch received. Has no communication heen
had with you by the commander of the cavalry covering the right of
the army? Do your pickets and the cavalry pickets connect?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and ChiRf of Staff.

M. T. McMAHON.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864. (Received 2.55 p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYs,
Chief of Staff:

General Wright it! now at the front. An officer from General
Wilson was here thit! morning to ascertain the right of our line, and
to connect with it. I suppot!e he made the connection. I will send
to Colonel Edwards to learn if he does not connect with General
Wilson, and will notify you.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1H64-·UIO p. m. (Received 4.35 p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Staff officers have returned and report the only roads to Warren's

rear or left to be by Haw's Shop; thence either by passing Via's,
where his headquarters are, or by the Old Church road. The latter,
which leads to Warren's left, is represented as the better of the two.

H. G. WRIGHT.

HE"DQUARTERS ARMY OF mE POTOMAC,
May 31, 18G4-5.15 p. m.

Major-General WRI.GHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps :

The commanding general directs me to say that there is a very
good rQute for )lour troops to Warren's, passing by Burnside's head
quarters, much shorter than routes you mention, made by Burn
side's troops yesterday.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mador-General and Chief of Staff.

SIXTH CORPR,
J{ay 31, 1864. (Received 6.50 p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Colonel Edwards, commanding brigade on my right, reports that

he cannot find any cavalry on his right, but that a company has
just gone out conducted by one of his staff officers to find and con
nect with his flank.

H. G. WRIGHT.
Major- General.
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MAY 31, 1864:-9.45 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Majo-r- General.

Major-General WRIGHT:
You will immediately withdraw your corps from its present posi

tion and move to Cold Harbor, about 2t miles east of Bethesda
Church. Our cavalry now have possession of Cold Harbor, having
this afternoon driven from it the enemy's cavalry and infantry.
The cavalry are directed to hold on until your arrival, and it is of
the utmost importance you should reach the point as soon after day
light as possible. Your route will be by Haw's Shop and Old
Church. You will endeavor, if possible, to notify the cavalry on
your right of your withdrawal. Possibly a road from Gilman's may
be found cutting off Old Church. You will notify General Hancock
when the last of your troops are moving.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

SIXTH CORPS,
May 31, 1864-12 m.

General HUMPHREYS:
The cavalry have not connected on my right, and I am unable to

notify them of my withdrawal.
H. G. WRIGHT,

Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-5 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
It is my wish that your troops might take up the position oc

cupied by General Griffin, and allow of his being moved farther to
the left. So far onl~ one brigade has been thus relieved by General
Crittenden. General Griffin may have covered more ground than
Crittenden thinks he took, but no enemy was found within a mile of
that front at dark; it is believed to be not particularly threatened.
There is skirmishing to the left of General Griffin this mornin~,and
it has been going on all night. It is held by the Pennsylvama Re
serves, who have to be relieved to-day on account of the expiration
of their term of service. In order that I keep communication with
you, without having my line broken, I renew my requetlt to relieve
General Griffin, or at least one or more of his brigades.

Respectfully,

NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-7 a. m.

Major-General WARREN.
Fifth Army Corps;

Your dispatch received. Will attend to your request at once.
thought it had already been attended to.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

I
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOHAC,
~[ay 31, 18/j4-9.45 a. m.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- General.

General BURNSIDE:
The commanding general desires to know what the firing is on

your front.

HEADQU ARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 3], 1864-9.55 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

My command is advancin~to the new liue, and our skirmishers are
advancing in accordance WIth orders of this mornin~ from your
headquarters. The opposition is trifling thus far. The cannonad
ing is from Hancock's batteries, I think. Ours are quiet.

. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

MAY 31, 1864.
General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of St.aff:
GENERAL: The following circular· was sent out this morning, a

cOJlY of which is sent for your information. There must be some
mIstake as to the number of Griffin's men relieved last night, but I
will know definitely very soon. All quiet on my front.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-10.30 [a. m.].

Major-General BURNSIDE:
I send you a copy of instructionst to General Hancock. The com

manding general directs that you advance in conjunction with Gen
eral Hancock.'

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
May 31, 1864.

General BURNSIDE:
I have occupied the enemy's first line of yesterday. and am ordered

to press forward closely to ascertain their new position; and am in
formed that Generals Wright and Burnside will be directed to
advance at the same time.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

---------------------
*See circular. p. 409.
t See Meade to Hancock, 10.20 a. m. 31st, p. 379.
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WINF'D S. HANCOCK.
Major-General.

HDQRS. SECOND ARMY CORPS, May 31, 1864.
General BURNSIDE:

I am advancing my skirmish line a.long my whole front to find out
whether the enemy have changed their position, and am making
only such changes as may be necessary to keep my line well up
against the enemy. I have been engaged in thIS for the last two
hours. My delay in answering your dispatch· arises from my
having been absent.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
}'fay 31, 1864-10.45 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The commanding general desires to know whether your skirmish

ers have advanced, and, if so, with what result. General Hancock
reports General Barlow in possession of enemy's first line of riRe.
pits for the distance of a brIgade front. The enemy has withdrawn
his guns. General Birney has possession of the line occupied yes
terday by the enemy's skirmishers and artillery.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Gene1.'al and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-2.25 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: I should have reported before, but have been unable

to obtain any definite knowledge of the enemy's works until now.
We have advanced our skirmil:lhers about a mile. and our main line
of battle about three-fourths of a mile. We find the enemy posted
very strongly on the crest of a ridge with a heavy line. The ground
that has been passed over is very difficult., and that between us
and the enemy is still more difficult. Our connection with the Second
Corps has been kept up as perfectly as the nature of the ground will
allow. We will continue to push forward as far as possible.

, A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

MEADE.

HANCOCK'S, },[ay 31, 1864-2.30 p. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE:

I am informed ¥ou have posted Potter's division between War
ren's and Hancocks, and have two divisions in reserve. You will
communicate with Warren, who is advancing to feel the enemy's
position, and you will advance Potter to keep up the connections
now existing, and in case Warren's movements should make a gap,
you will promptly fill it with your command.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

P. S.-Should Warren require any aid give it to him from your
surplus.

(Copy to Warren.) -_.._--- ..._----------
* See Burnside to Hancock, 8.30 a. m., p. 377.
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY Oll' THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-2.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE, Conulg. Ninth Army Corps:
The major-general commanding directs me to say that General

Gibbon reports his left much in advance of your line, and requests
that it may be advanced to and keep pace WIth the line of the, left
of the Second Corps.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS.
May 31, 1864-3.10 p. m.

General HUHPHR~YS, Chipf of -Slaff:
My line is engaged and advancing as rapidly as possible. General

Gibbon is p08sibly mistaken in his report. If General Gibbon is
advancing faster than we are, he has fewer obstacles in his front.
The general commanding may be sure that we are doing all in onr
power; the nature of the ground renders it impossible to make the
connection perfect. The line of skirmishers is perfect. .

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Jfay 31, 1864-5.2) p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of SI.aff:
GENERAL: I have carried what has been probably called the

enemy's first line of works, which is nothing more than a line of
detached rifle-pits. My main line occupies that line with skirmish
ers well in advance. A very strong line of the enemy's works has
been developed in my immediate front, with artillery m position on
either flank. Farther advance is impossible without bringing on a
general engagement. which I do not understand is contemplated by
the order. Connection with General Owen, Second Corps, is estab
lished, and he reports R. like position of the enemy on hIS front. If
it is desired that an attack he made, our lines are in condition to do so
at short notice. Please answer at once, as the message has to be
carriod to me by an orderly, and it is desirable that the attack be
made before sundown, if at all. Should no advance be made to
night, I propose to intrench in my present positiQn.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
.A. E. BURNSIDE,

ltfqjor- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-6 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE, Comdg. Ninth Corps:
Your dispatc}l of 5.20 p. m. is received. The commanding gen

eral does not intend t.hat you should attack the enemy in his in
trenched position. He approves your intention of intrenching.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of· Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-8 p. m. (Received 9.30 p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Since writing you General Potter has succeeded in throwing his
force across what seemed to be an almost impassa.ble ravine in his
front, and is now intrenching his line. I think we will be able early
to-morrow to take some open ground in front, which will give us
fine positions for artillery. We are entirely in advance of the
road which Major Duane telegraphed to Ma~or Morton about; it
comes into Shady Grove road, in rear of our hne and makes a pas
sage for troops and trains between the Second and Fifth Corps.
When I left the line a few minutes ago our pickets reported sounds
which indicated theyassage of troops along the Mechanicsville road
toward our left. The reports were indefinite, but we may hear
something more reliable soon; if so, I will inform you. '

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARHY CORPS,
May 31, 1864. (Received 9.30 p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers, one of the veteran
regiments of the Ninth Corps, is now with qeneral Lockw.o04 in the
Fifth Corps. It would seem proper that It should. go III Its own
corps, and I respectfully request tliat it may be ordered to do so.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864. (Received 11 p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
. Chief of Staff:

There was heavy cannonading heard about 6 p. m. on our ex
treme left. Have you received any information as to what it was
and the result ?

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

\'

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-11.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE: .
The cannonading you heard was Sheridan at Cold Harbor eng~ed

with the enemy's cavalry and infantry. He maintains his positIon
there.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.



ChP. XLVIU.j CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.-lTNION. 409

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
TobJpotomO'y Creek, Mny :n, 1864.

Generals Potter and Willcox will at once take measureR to advance
their lines so as to connect (by the best line) on the left with the

•extreme advance of General Griffin's line of yesterday, and on the
ri~ht with General Owen, of the Second Corps. It is believed that
this line will be shorter than the one now occupied. General Crit
tenden will immediately take steps to relieve the remainder of Gen
eral Griffin's division. or certainly all of it that he has trooJ?s for,
and will report at once by a staff officer the present state of hIS line.
General Warren represents that but one of General Griffin's bri
gades has been relieved, which I think is a mistake.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, IH64-1.45 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Ninth Army Corps:

GENBRAL: I find the enemy very strongly posted on my left and
center. Owing to the nature of the ground at that point, wecannot
move forward a line of battle. My skirmishers report a continuous
and regular line of rifle-pits in theIr front. Major Gilmour and two
lieutenants of the Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers have just
been badly wounded, and we have met with some considerable 1088 on
that line. Colonel Griffin does not think it a safe place to ad vance
a line, in which opinion I concur, as I have been over as much of
the ground as it was possible to get over. I have ordered Griffin to
try and make a connection with Second Corps by moving to the right.
My skirmishers have been almost all the time in advance of those of
the Second Corps, and my right very considerably advanced, but
owing to the nature of the ground, a connection with their main
line could not be maintained, unless I cut loose from the rest of the
corps.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-5 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GBNBRAL: I find that General Owen's (Second Corps) line is not
at all in advance of mine. By extending to the right abont the front
of two regiments the connection of the main lines is complete. This
I hav~ ordered done, and is prC?bably now executed. The skirmishers
of neIther force ca:n be much, If any. advanced here, as we seem to be
close up to what is the enemy's main work. General Owen describes
it as very strong in his front. My men are exposed to fire of artil
lery from their left, as also from the right. The nature of the ground
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WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General, Commanding.

makes the lines very irregular. Major L;Vdig has just brought me
your order. I don't think I can do anythmg with skirmishers in my
front, however strong, but will try to regularly attack. I should
have support.

, Very respectfully, your obedient servant, •
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
"White House, May 31, 1864-2.30 a. m.

Brig. Gen. J. A. RAWLINS, Chief of Staff:
SIR: Captain Hudson arrived here at 1 a. m. to-day with the copy

of dispatch, the first copy having reached me two hours before. On
Saturday evening, the 28th instant, between 6 and 7 o'clock I received
my orders to march my command to the landings to embark for this
place. By 11 a. m. on Sunday the infantry force was mostly on
board, but an insufficiency of transportation for wagons and artillery
detained a great many steamers that were to take tows. My advance
arrived at 11 a. m. yesterday, and things have been commg in all
day. There have as yet arrIved only parts of three divisions and a
part of three batteries. Tho wagons only of one brigade have ar
rived. As soon as I can land and get issued three days' rations for
the men's haversacks I shall move with what force I can collect to
comply with the orders of the lieutenant-general, leaving the re
mainder of my command and supplies to follow as soon as possible•

. r left City Point with 16,000 infantry, 16 pieces of artillery, and a
company of cavalry, the latter having been sent yesterday a. in. early
from West Point to communicate with your headquarters, via the
north side of Pamunkey River.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Bassett's, May 31, 1864--9 a. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, .
Commanding United States Army:

SIR: I have the honor. to report the head of my column at this
place. I shall encamp to-night between the New Castle Ferry road
and the Piping Tree Ferry road, parallel to the Old Church road
and along it. Finding the New Castle Ferry picketed I shall save
the command the extra march unless I receive orders from you to
go there. I have twenty-four wagons to this command, three days'
rations in haversacks, and two days' beef on the hoof, between 40 and
60 rounds of infantry ammunition, and no artillery ammunition, save
what is in the caissons. Three thousand men, under General Ames,.
were left as a garrison at White House with orders to join me &s
soon as General Abercrombie commences to disembark. I trust the
remainder of my wa~ons will be up' to-morrow; they are ordered
to join me with supplIes of forage, ammunition, and subsistence.

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,
WM. F. SMITH,

Mador-General, Commanding.
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P. H. SHERIDAN.
Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
May :U, UW4-1 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENER.AL: I have the honor to report that my pickets communi
cate with General Warren's command. The left of the infantry
line rests upon the road to Bethesda Church, about 300 yards beyond
Gilman's Mill. General Toroort's advance is within about one-half
mile of Cold Harbor.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of St(~ff:

GENERAL: A deserter from the Eleventh Alabama Infantry, be
longing to Rodes' division, Ewell's corps, Battle's brigade, came into
our lines last evening. He reports Lee's army strongly intrenched
near Mechanicsville; that Rodes' division marched out yesterday
It miles this side of the works to make a reconnaissance, but he IS
unable to state whether the whole army marche<i out at the same
time or not.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Cold Harbor, Va., May 31, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potornac:

GENERAL: All the indications to-day lead to the belief that the
enemy meditated an attack on the First Division of cavalry posted
It miles from Cold Harbor, so I ga,:e permission to General Tor
bert to attack them. He did so. encountering Fitz. Lee's division
of cavalry and one briKooe of Hoke's division of infantry (Cling
man's), driving them from their barricadps in Cold Harbor, and cap
turing about half a regiment and 15 of Clingman's infantry. Si1l(~p

then the second brigade, of Hoke's division, has arrived. I do not
feel able to hold this place, and have directed General Torbert to
resume his position of this morning. Lee's line of battle is in front
of Mechanicsville, and, with the heavy odds against me here, I do
not think it prudent to hold on. The enemy is now extending toward
Gaines' Hill, to cover the bridges across the Chickahominy.

The First Division behaved very gallantly. The wounded are all
being sent to the rear. We will have 70 or 80.

Very respectfully,
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P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General. Cornmanding.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Mrs. Sayers' House, May 31, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

SIR: The detachment sent to the White House with Captain
Johnson has Just returned. Reports General Smith there, and a
portion of hIS troops not yet landed; some of the transports
aground. The road is clear. Saw no enemy; got no intelligence
of any.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION,
May 31, 1864.

Colonel DEVIN,
Commanding &cond Brigade:

COLONEL: There will be an advance of the division on Cold Harbor
this p. m. You will be in the saddle and start promptly at 4 p. m.
on the road where your scouts went this morning. From all in
formation I can gain, you can go within It miles of Cold Ha.rbor
without meeting their pickets. Keep a few men ahea.d, and when
they meet the enemy halt and let your command close up. When
you hear that I am well engaged on the right. where General Merritt
will advance, I want you to make a bold push. for Cold Harbor. It
is possihle you may have to dismount a regiment to attack the
enemy, but you must send one or two saber regiments in among
their led horses. General Custer will send one regiment across the
country from his present position, starting at 4 p. m. Caution your
men of this, and don't fire on them if they get mto Cold Harbor in
advance, or while marching up there. Have no bugle calls while
getting ready. Endeavor to communicate with me across country.
I will be on the road where General Merritt is.

Yours, &c.,
A. T. A. TORBERT,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 31, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding &cond Ca'l'alry Division:

The major-general commanding directs that you order a brigade
or its equivalent to march at 5 a. m. to-day to the White House, and
report to Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith. This brigade will probably find
him on this side of White House en route to join the Army of the
Potomac, and will return with him. By direction of General Sher
idan, I forward you two official communications for General Smith,
and one for the assistant adjutant-general, General Grant's head
quarters, Washington. These lett ~rs you will send to General Smith
without delay.

J AS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST MASSACHUSETTS CAVALRY,
May 31, 1864-8 p. m.

Capt. F. L. TREMAIN,
Assistant Adjuiant-Gefwral:

I have the honor to state that my picket-line is established, and
sentinels all posted. The enemy's outposts are within 600 yards of
mine. I shall form a connection with G6neral Torbert by a mounted
patrol in the morning.

I remain, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. E. CHAMBERLAIN. .

Lieutenant-Colonel, C01ndg. First Mas:>Qchusetts Cat'01ry.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Dr. Price's, May 31, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Maj. Gell. A. A. HUMPHREYS:
Your note of 30th May, 10.30 p. m., is just received. You speak

of the two objects of my remaming in this position. to cover the
right of the army, and destroy the railroad and bridges. I have
been relieved from the duty of destroying railroads by an order from
General Sheridan, and am confining myself exclusively to covering
the right.

This morning my advance on the Hanover Court-House road met
Young's brigade, or a part of it, and after a smart skirmish drove
it across Mechump's Creek. I have now one brigade holding the
forks of the road near Winston's house, and occupyin~ the Rich
mond road in force to Kinney's, covering its junction WIth the Me
chanicsville road, with orders to patrol to the right of the army.
The other brigade is at the crossing of Crump's Creek; but, if you
think necessary, it might be moved to the vicinity of Aenon Church,
or the grave yard. Be good enough to inform me of your wishel:l by
return courier. I think my present position more defensible and
affording better meanl:l of communicatIOn with the right of the army
than the one behind the creek. I am making reconnail:lsances, how
ever, to satisfy myself on that point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Price's House, ret., ~Iay 31, 1864-10.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel FORSYTH,
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps:

COLONEL: After a very brisk little fight I drove the enemy's cav
alry through Hanover Court-House, which we now occupy, and as I
have received direct instructions from army headquarters to the pur
port that previously given orders to destroy the railroads and
bridges were not revoked, I shall leave but two regiments here at
Price's house to do the picketing and patrolling from the river to the
infantry line, and 'with the remaining part of my division shall leave
at the earliest possible hour to-morrow morning in the direction of
the South Anna and the two railroads, endeavoring to carry out the
requirem~ntsof General Meade's order.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-Geneml, Commanding.
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U. S. GRANT.
Lieutenan t-General.

HDQRS. THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION. CAVALRY CORPS,
Hanover Court-House, Va., :A{ay 31, 1864-11 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I regret exceedingly not having received your commu
nioations of this evening at an earlier hour. I also regret not hav
ing received the original order directing me to destroy the railroads.
I have fully explained all I know concerning the order revoking it
to the staff officer sent me this evening. He arrived at nearly 7 p. m.,
folrowed shortly after by Ca,Ptain Ulffers, and, though the enemy had
begun a demonstration agaInst me, I moved forward at once on the
road to Hanover Court-House, and after a very sharp fight drove
the enemy from a very stronK position on the north side of Me
chump's Creek, and through Hanover Court-House, taking some
prisoners and killing quite a number. The rebels were commanded
In person by General Young, aud were probably his brigade, and two
pieces of artillery. It was after !J o'clock when the action ceased.
My men were fatigued from their fighting to-day, and ammunition
exhausted. I have therefore concluded to halt for the night, recruit
men and horses, get ammunition and provisions, so as to push out
at the first dawn of day. I shall leave two regiments to patrol from
the right of the army to the river.

Having no appliances for the destruction of bridges, would it not
be well to send me a half dozen barrels of powder and some slow
match? If you do so, it should be here before 3.30 a. m. My offi
cers and men have behaved with great gallantry this afternoon.
Colonel McIntosh deserves promotion as one of the most competent
brigade commanders in the army.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier- Geni'ral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES.
Near Haw's Shop, May 31, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Commanding U. S. Forces, lVhite House, Va.:

. GENERAL: I have no special directions for you at present, further
than to say that you will forward all re-enforcements for this army
as rapidly as possible; give every facility for the loading of trains
for supplies, and, when it is practieable, send re-enforcements along
to guard the trains. I want all stragglers who go to the rear appre
hended and sent back under guard to the provost-marshal-general,
General Patrick. When commissioned officers are so apprehended,
cause their buttons and shoulder-straps to be publicly cut from their
coats, and send them with their hands bound here for trial.

Very respectfully,

PORT ROYAL, May in, 1864-7.30 a. m.
(Received 9 a. m.)

Major-General HALLECK, Chief of Btaff:
GENERAL: Everything that is to go to the front from here is now

en route. The infirm unable to march are being embarked for



0IuP. XLVUI.] CORRESPONDE1WF" ETC.-UNION. 415

White House and leave at or before 12 m. The Eighth Illinois Cav
alry are being withdrawn from the telegraph line, and ordered to
report to General Augur by land. The operators are ordered on
board transports, consequently this will be the last dispatch from
this point; 490 dismounted cavalry arrived this a. m.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General.

WHITE HOUSE, VA., May 31, 1864.
Brig. Gen. JOHN A. RAWLINS, U. S. Volunteers,

Chief of Slaffto Lieutenant-General Grant, U. S. Army:
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, protected by an armed

force of cavalry and infantry (in oooilience to instructions from
headquarters Armies of the United States to Brigadier-General
Abercrombie), under command of Colonel Di Cesnola, Fourth New
York Cavalry, I proceeded to Jones' field, in the Wilderness, on
the 27th instant; recovered all the wounded at that point, 86 in num·
bel', mostly from the Second Corps ; brought them safely to Fl'ed
ericksburg, Va.; had them placed on board of a transport the same
night, and they are probably by this time in general hospital, Wash-
ington. .

From a few prisoners captured belonging to the Ambulance Corps
of the so-called Confederate Army, it was learned that the enemy
were removing the wouuded, our own and theirs, from their hos
pitals at Parker's Store and Robertson's Tavern, to Gordonsville
and Richmond. I hope that in the performauce of these duties I
have Illet the approbation of the lieutenant-general commanding
the Armies of the United States,

While I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedi
ent servant,

E. DE W. BRENEMAN,
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Army.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 31, 1864-6.30 p. m. (Received 11 p. m.)

Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

Yesterday all day heavy firing in the direction of Mechanicsville.
Six refugees from Richmond report Grant on Mflchanicsville turn·
pike, 6 miles from Richmond, yesterday. They heard the firing,
and that Grant was driving Lee. A woman reports that a meeting
was held yesterday while she was in Richmond to see whether the
city should be surrendered or burned. The mayor advocated sur
render, and was put in Castle Thunder. The enemy attacked my
lines yesterday, and were repulsed. To-day all day they have been
demonstrating against my works on Spring Hill, easterly side of
the Appomattox, but are repulsed.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.
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FORT MONROE, VA., Ma1! 31, 1861.
(ReCeIved 10 p. m.)

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL U. S. ARMY:
Your dispatch received. The Pamunkey is not obstructed to

White HOUBe. The enemy are reported in some force at mouth of
Chickahominy with pontoon trains, which I don't believe.

HERMAN BIGGS,
Chief Quartermaster.

WASHINGTON, May 31, 1864-1 p. m.
(Received 3.55 p. m.)

COMMANDING OFFICER FORT MONROE AND YORKTOWN:
All pontoon bridges at Fortress Monroe or Yorktown, or which

may arrive at these places, will be sent to Major-General Butler,
Bermuda Hundred.

H. W. HALLECK,
Ma.ior-General, &c.

Lieutenant-Colonel Biggs, chief quartermaster, will please send
this at once to General Benham, who will be guided by the order.

By command of Major-General Butler:
H. T. SCHROEDER,

Liemenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Copy has been Bent to commanding officer at Yorktown.
OPERATOR,

Fort Monroe Office.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Fort Monroe, Va., May 31,1864-4 p. m.

(p,eceived 6.20 p. m.)
General S. WILLIAMS,

Asst. Aqjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Army of the POWmac:
I have just had sent to me bl Lieutenant-Colonel Biggs, quarter

master at this post, an order 0 General Halleck to him that all pon
toon bridging that arrives here shall be sent to General Butler. I,
therefore, propose when the pontoons arrive, as is not the case as yet,
to send some 150 to 200 men with them to General Butler, and retain
here the balance of the brigade, with the special material, trains.
&c., for your furt,her orders. This I presume to be what you would
desire.

H. W. BENHAM.
Brigadier-General.

FORT MONROE, May 31, 1864.
Major DAVIS:

General Benham, with the Engineer Brigade of the Army of the
Potomac, is here awaiting orders from General Grant or Meade.

H. T. SCHROEDER,
Acting A8si8tant Adjutant-General.



eu.u-. XLVllLj COltHESPONDENCE, ETC.-UNION. 417

W ASHJNGTON, D. C., May 31, 181;4-3 p. m.
CoJDIANDING OFFICER AT FORT MONROE:

The steamer Victor was to leave New York on the 2/;th, and the
steamer Sentinel on the 30th, for this city. They have on board
sixty pontoons. If you can intercept these vessels, their bridge
eqUIpage will be sent, as before ordered, up the James River.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

FORT MONROE, May 31,1864.
Major-General BUTLER:

This· came from Grant via Yorktown this evening. Our build
ing party is now 17 miles beyond Gloucester Point. They have seen
some rebel pickets, and I fear the line will be cut unless well picketed.
We hope to reach White House and beyond in ~wo days more.

G. D. SHELDON.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-7.36 a. m.

Major-General BUTLER,
. Commanding :

I have this moment received your dispatch of 8.20 last 8vening,
inclosing dispatch from Admiral Lee and your reply, and will give
the matter my immediate attention.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-8.15 a. m.

General BUTLER,
Commanding :

We cannot afford efficient help to the navy with our guns on the
bluff. The position is too high for effective fire. It is possible that
a battery can be placed at the mouth of the ravine on my right, by
constructing a road down the ravine, but a battery there would be
of no assistance against a. land attack. Would you be willing to
put a battery down there, if it cau be done? I have ordered the
2O-pounder battery to Curtis' house

Q. A. GILLMORE,
MaJor- General.

POINT OF ROCKS, May 31, 1864-12 m.
General GILLMORE:

I am no engineer, but still must insist that the bluff near Curtis',
which is about 50 feet high, is the place for the 20-pounders to aid
the navy. At 5 degrees their range is 2,100 yards. To attack
Admiral Lee, the rebels must come around Dutch Gap and Farrar's

* See Grant to Halleck, 6 a. m. 31st, p. 373.
. 27 R a-VQL XXXVI, PT III
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Island, every foot of which is within 2,000 yards of your guns so
placed for more than 3 miles. If a height is not the best position to
meet gun-boats, why have the rebels ~ut their battery at Howlett's
about 50 feet high instead of at Farrar s Island where they would be
even with the water? Why is allunging fire ever thought the best?
Why build very high castellate forts like Sumter and Calhoun to
oppose ships? Rebel General Whiting made a sort of martello tower
at Wilmington with logs and sand to resist our ships 60 feet high to
mount heavy guns. He was an engineer officer of the army, brought
up at the feet of cannon-ball. Under the advice of my chief en
gIneer and in my own judgmeut I must adhere to the bluff. Gen
eral Weitzel will point out the site.

R F. BUTLER,
ltfajur-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1/:;64-1.50 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER,
Oommanding:

I have ordered the 20-pounder battery to Curtis' house as directed,
and it is now there. My opinion as to its proper place against
shipping I cannot change at will. Colonel Abbot entertains the
same view!'! I do. I respectfully submit that the reasons for COIl

structing works, tier above tier, are other than those referred to by
you. General Weitzel should locate the battery at once. We do
not know how soon it may be required.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General. ,

HEADQUARTERB TENTH ARMY CORPS,
.May 31, 18ti4-3.25 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER,
Commanding:

I have had the height of bluff at Curtis' house measured. It is
135 feet above level of water.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
May 31, Hl64-5.15 p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
Major-General Butler directs that as soon as possible you send an

official return of all men left by the Eighteenth Army Corps now in
your command, and that all returns sent to these headquarters here
after be signed officially.

R. S. DAVIS,
Jlajor and AsS'~tant Adjutant-General.
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Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

GILLMORE'S,
May 31, 1864.

Major DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

The inspection return dated May 29 includes all the men of the
Eighteenth Army Corps left behind. A detailed return will be sent
to-morrow. If any return has been sent in without being signed
officially it was an inadvertency.

GILLMORE'S,
May 31, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
The lookout on the Curtis house reports five steamers at Chaffin's.

Admiral Lee knows it. The 20-pounders will be in position to-mor
row a. m. as directed. . The returns asked for and ordered are not
in yet.

HEADQUARTERS SIEGE ARTILLERY,
Near Halcher'8, Jlay 31, 1864.

Lieut. Col. EDWARD W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General, 1'enth A'rmy Corps:

COLONEL: I have inspected the line of defenses, as directed in
your letter of 29th instant, and have the honor to make the following
report, which has been delayed twenty-four hours by special duty
assigned me by General Butler: The general disposition of the artil
lery I regard as the best which can be made, except in the location
of the 20-pounder battery of Ashby, which should be placed Oil the
bank considerably below its present location, where a fine oppor
tunity to enfilade the river from a height of about 50 feet is offered.
A parapet would be required there to protect the guns from the How
lett house battery. I have found it imI,>ossible to form a good idea
of the number of infantry soldiers aval1able at different points of
the line, owing to the miscellaneous character of the troops.

I think that there ought to be at least 4,000 good infantrr between
Battery No.1 and No.6, this being the probable point 0 attack
this to be exclusive of the pickets. The troops should be near the
parapet, so as to be able to take cover promptly from the enemy's
shells, which are very dangerous a short distance in rear of the
parapet, or else be held in reserve at least half a mile back. Our
reduced numbers soom to render the former the best disposition.
I think the strengthening of the new line in rear of Batteries
No.4 and 5 is the most pressing work now demanded. General
Kautz informs me that he has some 800 cavalry, armed only with
pistols. There are also many included who have apparently no
arms. It seems to me that this requires immediate attention.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. HENRY L. ABBOT,

Colonel First Connecticut Arty. and Chief of Arty. Defenses.
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Q. A. GILLMORE,
MaJor-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
May 31, 1864-10.25 a. m.

General TERRY:
The enemy have made an attack on Hinks, on other side of Ap

pomattox. It may be only a diversion. We may be attacked. Keep
your troops well in hand, and assume command of a.ll artillery
within the limits of your line. The First Regiment Connecticut
Artillery are available for serving the guns and manning parapet as
infantry.

(Same to Generals Turner and Kautz.)

GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. TENTH ARMY CORPS
In the Field, near Hatche;Js, Va.,

No.6. May 31, 1864.
I. The ~eneral officers commanding on the line of intrenchments

·will take Immediate steps to render available the services of every
officer and man within the limits of their respective commands capa
ble of bearing arms for defense.

II. In case of attack by the enemy, the companies and detach
mflnts of the First Regiment Connecticut Heavy Al'tillerv distrib
uted along the line will be under orders of the officer w1thin the
limits of whose command they may be stationed, and will be used.
to serve their ~uns and man the para~et neal' them.

III. The artillery fire of the line WIll not be expended for trivial
causes. '

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERB,
May 31, 1864.

General Hinks will tell me exactly how many troops he can take
from City Point and Spring Hill for the purpose of a movement on
Petersburg-infantry and cavalry alone wanted. I have sent 500
men from Duncan's brigade to Spring Hill to-dB)".

BENJ. F. BUTLER.

CONFIDENTIAL.] HEADQUARTERS,
May 31, 1864.

General Wild will say exactly how many troops he can spare me
and hold his place, under the circumstances, at Wilson's Wharf.
Give me all the men, and the best organized he has. I don't want
artillery. hut infantry. He will also ~o to Fort Powhatan and soo
how many troops ma.y be spared there, 80 long as Fort Powhatan is
covered, and what i::; the best organization to send from there. In.
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MAY 31, 1864-9.50 a.. m.

MAY 31,1864. (Received 10.15 a. m.)

fantry alone is wanted, to be retunled there after a special purpose.
This mformation is wanted immediately, to be sent me by rlispatch
boat, which brings this. It will also take General Wild to Fort
Powhatan, his own boat taking him back~.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
MaJor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS HINKs' DIVISION,
City Point, Va., May 31, 1864.

Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, •
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina:

GE8ERAL: In the event of a movement being made upon Peters
burg, it would not be prudent to leave City Point with less than 500
men, and a like number should be left at Spring Hill. This would
leave froo for movement the regiments in Duncan's brigade, and the
regiment of Colonel Ames at Spring Hill, and of Colonel Russell's
cavalry at City Point, say 2,632 men and officers.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. W. RINKS,

Brigadier-Genuul, Oommanding Division.

General HINKS:

Your forces at Spring Hill are being attacked by the enemy in
force. I have ordered over Duncan's brigade. Can you not open
from City Point?

B. F. BUTLER.

General RINKS:

If you march to the relief of SJ?ring Hill take care there is no force
to cut you off. Beware of surpnse.

BUTLER,
General.

MAY 31, 1864. (Received 11 a. m.)
General HINKS:

Have you received my telegram?

General BUTLER:

Your telegram has been received.

BUTLER,
General.

MAY 31, 1864-11.15 a. m.

RINKS,
General.
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MAY 31, 1864-12.25 p. m.

AMES,
Colonel.

MAY 31, 1864. (Received 12.30 p. m.)

MAY 31, 1864-1.30 p. m.

•

Colonel AMES:
I send re-enforcements; perhaps you. can drive them out of the

brush. As soon as possible cut that skirt of woods between you and
our left, so that we can cover your flanks.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Comrrumding.

SPRING HILL SIGNAL STATION, May 31, 1864.
General BUTLER:

I think there is no need of re-enforcements. The enemy occupy
the river bank to the right of here, a little above the point visited
yesterday. They soom to be creeping up a little, as if to post their
sharpshooters in the brush.

AMES,
ColOlflil.

General RINKS:
Is Special Orders, No. 35, to be carried out at once, or wait till the

enemy leaves our front? It orders the 20-pounders to City Point.
Is there an attack at City Point?

Colonel AMES:
Special Orders, No. 35, is suspended till the enemy has retired and

all IS quiet. When the enemy has retired, send Captain Dollard to
reconnoiter and obtain all the information pOssible.

RINKS,
General.

SPRING HILL, May 31,1864-4.15 p. m.
General BUTLER:

I know nothing. A cloud of dust has been seen, and the enemy's
cavalry reported. I have sent out our cavalry to make observa
tions.

AMES,
Colonel.

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ApPOMATTOX,
May 31, 1864.

Captain NORTON:
The forces opposite are attacked by a heavy force of the enemy.

YOUNG,
Lieutenant and $ignal Officer.
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MAY 31, 1864.
General BUTLER:

Colonel Ames reports a large force of the enemy coming ill on his
left.

NORTON,
Captain.

Colonel AMES:
Where is the enemy?

MAY 31, 1864-6 p. m.

HINKS,
General.

AMES,
Colonel.

DUNCAN,
Colonel.

SPRING HILL SIGNAL STATION, May 31, 1864.
Captain NORTON:

The enemy is not advancing; he is still firing; he has men on
foot; cavalry dismounted: nothing serious yet; I can hold out.

AMES.
Colonel.

LATER.-The enemy reported coming in on our left.

MAY 31, 1864.
(Received 8.45 p. m.)

General HINKS :
As nearly as I can make out there is a battalion of cavalry at

Livesay's house; a brigade of cavalry in our front in the woods
with the skirmish line in the road this side of our usual picket
line; a section or perhaps two rifled pieces near the road left of
Cedar Grove road. I do not think there is any infantry. They
hold on to their advance line obstinately, though driven back sev
eral times. They also occupy Broadway and vicinity. I cannot tell
the force. Their reconnaissance to the front and right shows about
600 or 700 cavalry. Lady Lincoln is here yet unloaded, the men
all being at the front.

SIGNAL STATION, May 31, 1864-1.15 p. m.
General BUTLER:

We mar need the Twenty-second Regiment. I have ordered
Colonel Klddoo to move to Point of Rocks, and be in reaqiness to
cross if you give him the order. Don't fire from your side at pres
ent, as it will endanger our own skirmish line.

-
~---



424 OPEHA'1'lONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [ClUJ'. nvm.

MAY 31,1864-6 p. m.

FORT MONROE, VA., May 31,1864.

Colonel GARRARD :
How many carbines, with the utmost pluck, under good. officers,

. can you spare me in the lines to-morrow?
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
Farrar's Island, May 31, 1H64-1.45 p. m.

(Via. Fort Monroe, 8.30 p. m. June 1. Received 9 p. m.)
Hon. G. WELLES,

Secretary of the Na'/YIj:
Heard considerable cannonading for one hour last evening and·

four hours this morning in the direction of Richmond. A deserter
to the army says they are mounting one 200-pounder at Howlett's,
and that the rall\s were to have come down last night. Their tor
pedoes and fire-rafts will probably be down soon.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

MlI.jor ECKERT:
I understand, and will communicate with Bickford. Following

just received from Homan: "Palmer's party met rebel pickets
about 12 miles from Gloncester Point; the party expects an attack.
I have got 25 more cavalry from adjutant-general to send Palmer."
Have expected this, but Palmer started with 90 guards and 30 men
for fatigue duty. .

G. D. SHELDON.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May 31, 1864.

Brig. Gen. L.THOMAS,
Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. :

GENERAL: I have the honor to call your attention to the condition
of affairs at Hatteras, N. C. The peculiar formation of the soil and
the constant washing of the sea have already partially destroyed
Fort Clark, and with every strong wind the parapet is nearly buried
in the sand. Upon investIgation I find that the Ocracoke Inlet pos
sesses the same advantages as the inlet at Hatteras, and I propose,
with the approval of the Department, to reoccupy the fort at Ports
mouth or the fort on Beacon Island, both commanding the entrance
to the inlet, and remove the garrison and guns from Fort Clark to
one or both of these points, demolishing Fort Clark and leaving the
garrison at Fort Hatteras to protect the entrance to the sounds of
North Carolina by way of Hatteras Inlet. I beg leave to r~uest
that the attention of the Commission for the Establishmentof LIght
Houses may be called to the fact that the light at Ocracoke Inlet
should be at once established, and also that the Coast Survey should
a.t once buoy out the channel through the inlet, as has already been.
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done at Hatteras. The harbor at Ocracoke far exceeds in extent
that at Hatteras, and by opening the former route the distance
between this point and Beaufort, or any other point south of this, is
shorttlned at least 45 miles.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[MAY 31, 1864.-For Innis N. Palmer to L. Thomas, relative to
evacuation of Washington, N. C., see Vol. XXXIII, p. 309.]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May :n, 1864.

Maj. Gen. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER,
Comd.g. Dept. of Virginia arm North Carolina, in the Field:

GENERAL: I did hope that before this time we would be able, ev~n
with our meager force, to do something to convince you that we
were alive to the general situation of affairs. We may yet do so,
but in my first enterprise I have been delayed by not having been
able to obtain the co-operation of the navy. I have no complaints
to make, as I do not know that there is allY blame to be attached to
anyone. I have informed myself of what I believe to be the true
state of affairs at Wilmington, and I believe confidently that we
mi~ht capture Fort Fisher by a coup de main. I only need the
asSIstance of two or three vessels to assist in transportmg a sm.a.ll
force of picked men, say 1,000, and of small boats to land them.
The men were selected, all sent to Morehead, and Colonel Jourdan
knew the ground. He went and made the examination himself
around Masonborough Inlet, and I communicated through him my
views and wishes to the senior naval officer off Wilmin~n (Captain
Sands), and everything was, as I supposed, arranged for the de
parture of the force' several days since. Yesterday, however, Col
onel Jourdan came to inform me that Captain Sands, who had
promised everything I desired, had gone north, and returned to
Beaufort, and from there he had proceeded to the blockading fleet
without leaving any orders in relation to the expedition. As there
is nd officer at Morehead who will take the responsibility of furnish
ing the vessel, we are at a standstill. This morning I have dis
patched a letter to Caftain Sands, in which I have requested to be
mformed whether he willl co-operate. If he will not, I must move
my force in some other direction. My expedition to blow up the
Roanoke ram I have not yet heard from.

The term of service of two of the regiments now here has nearly
expired. This ,vill leave me very short-handed. You know I am
not in the habit of calling for help, but do you not think that they
could spare a raw brigade, or even two regIment!!, from the troops
around Washington City? I could soon put them into shape, and
they could hold thh; place. while with the remaining old troops I
could worry the enemy not a little. I would like to do a little more
than" hold on here." I would like to kick a little. At the same time
I have thought it not improper, on account of my communication
with you being interrupted, to suggest to the Adjutant-General the
matter of sending some of the force around Washington, if, indeed,
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they have that force there. I find upon a fair exmnination that
Ocracoke Inlet has now become quite as good if not better than
Hatteras Inlet, while the harbor at the former place is infinitely
better, and there is the same depth of water in the swash. At Hat
teras, the wastings, drifting, &c., have made Fort Clark perfectly
useless. I sha.ll, I think, abandon Clark and re-~stablish the fort I\t
Ocracoke; have the bar and harbor buoyed out.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., May 31.1864.

Capt. MELANCTON SMITH, U. S. Navy, ..
Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina:

CAPTAIN: Yours of yesterday is just received. The Neuse ram I
keep under tolerably good surveillance, and for the present she is
harmless. The deserters are not well informed about her. I hope
for the success of my captain on the Massasoit, but I have my
doubts. I know you will assist. him in every way in your power.
The Rockland steamer goes up to Roanoke to-day, to remain there
and to assist you in every way she can. The quartermaster at the
island has been notified that she is there for the naval service at the
island. Please inform me if she will perform all the duty required
by you. Have you ice and veKetables with you? We can send you
them occasionally, I think, if you desire.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General.

Abstract Jrom return oj the Army oj the Potomac, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade,
U. S. Army, commanding, JQ1' May 81, 1864.

Present for
."

PIece8 of
duty. I I.; artllIery.

..."... SJCoIIllD8Dd.
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~0 < < III
---------------I-~- ---- ---- ---- ----

~:~~~~Wtl~;k).. ::::::: .. :::.:::~:::::::: ~ ····U...lli· 1,~ 2.J: :::::: ::::::
EngIneer BrlK&de (lJenham) . _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 I, !lOll 2, 122 2, 001 . .
Battalion U. B. Englnlll"l'!l (Mt'ndell) .. _ 6 321 871 4&2 .••.•. . ••••.

~~~ryJ:~:;;.jle;i.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ ~ 0: S: :::::: ~
Signal Corps (FIsher). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 15 211 2lIIl 284 .
Second Army Corps (Hancock)......... I,M 25,688 81,1M M,881..... 48
Fifth Army Corps (Warren).. .. . . . . .... . . .. .. . 8'i8 11,_ 22,lI81 lIS,541 .... 48
8lIth Army ()orplI (WrlKht). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9'J1 21,8M 26,880 38.00II. . . • . . 48
Ninth Army Corp8 (BurmlIde) ltl8 19,00 28,071 311,408..... 4G
Cavalry Corps (Sheridan).... 674 14,1192 iMl,MlI SI........ :il2

----I----j---r-.--- --
Total '" 4,919 102,514 129,620 iMl3,IlIS lK2
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Abstmet from returns of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, Maj.
Gen. Benjami/£ F. Butler, U. S. Army, commanding, for themo/£th of May,
1864.*

<i
..

PIeces of~t,ot

l~duty. l artlliery.

001llDl6Dd.

i ~~ ii i !II too
0 :Ill < < III
-- "-- '-----

=:.';':~:;:::~~:;:;;,' :::::::::::::. :::::: : : 121 1: 1~ :::::: ::::::
Naval BriJiade tOraham).... .. .. .. . 17 87'7 418 ".'13 (tl It)
Siege Artffit"I")' (Abbot)....................... I5ll l,llI2 1.418 1,6.58 (t) It)
Cavalry Division (Kautz)...... 221 11,347 6.637 8.H 8 8
IS1.h Oo,npany M_h"""ttR Heavy Artillery (PickerllllO II 116 Hill 1112. ' .
DIstrict ot North Carollnall'1llnlf'r). lI86 1I.7M 7,6lIS 1I,4~1I 111l 48
District oC SAint Mary· Md. (Dra!'t'r) 1 711 ll,l46 1l.lIll6 8.~ (t) It)
D1I<trlct of E8lIt>lm VIrginia (Shepley) li4 II, i1lI 6,SW 10,1121 18
Rinks' dlvlBlon (Hlnlol) lN7 1I,62i 6,600 7,1110 III
TenthAnnyCO."..<GlIImore) lIM 6,481 8,186 2:1,074 110
E1ghlftmtb Army Co.".. (Smith) lI67 8.170 11,6111 17,1411 6
UD88IIIKD"d cavalry ·1 61 I 1,1111 1,408 1. i12 1 II

Total l,ll2II.l4.2.800 411,~~ 8lI.llIl8! >: ..
Total according to department monthly ",tum. . . . .. .. ,11,710 13lI'IlO:i! 48, 0lI7 lIl,~ ,..... .. .
Total according to departm,mt tri-monthly return. I, i19 lll!,67i 4i, 70S l!l!,~ .

I

Organization of troops in the Department of Vi-rginia and North
Oarolina. commanded by Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. BuUer, U. B.
Army, May 31, 1864.t

NAVJ.L BRIGADE.

Brig. Gen. CHARLES K. GKAHA)(.

13th New York Heavy Artillery, Company I, Capt. Warren Hallett.
13th New York Heavy Artillery. Company K, Capt. John S. Gordon,
3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Company A. Lieut. William G. Rohrman.
3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Company G, Capt. Joaeph W. Sandel'llOn.

SlKOB ARTILLERY.

Col. HENRY L. ABBOT.

1st Connecticut Heavy, Col. Henry L. Abbot.
3d Pennsylvania Heavy, Company M, Capt. Frederick Korte.

SIGNAL CORPS.

Capt. LEMUEL B. NORTON.

CAVALRY DlVIs..ON.

Brig. Gen. AUGUST V. KAUTZ.

First Brigade. Second Brigade.

Col. SIMON H. MIX.

1st District of Columbia, Lieut. Col.
Everton J. 'Conger.

3d New York, Lieut. Col. George W.
Lewis.

Col. SAMUEl, P. SPEAR.

5th Pennsylvania. Col. Robert )I. West.
11th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. George

Stetzel.

* Compiled mainly from subordinate returns.

tNot reported on returns.
For organization of the Army of the Potomac for May 81, 1864, see Part I, p.l98.
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Artillery.

New York Light, 8th Battery, Lieut. Peter Morton.
WiscoDllin Light, 4th Battery, Capt. George B. Easterly.

UNASSIGNED.

18th Company Massachusetts Heavy Artillery. Capt. John Pickering, jr.
lilt U.S.Colored Cavalry, Col. Jeptha Garrard.
2d U.S.Colored Cavalry, Col. George W. Cole.

TENTH ARMY CORPS.·

Maj. Gen. QUINCY A. GILLKORB.

F'IR8T DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. ALFRED H. T!mRy.

First Brigade.

Col. JOSHUA B. HOWELL.

39th Illinois, Capt. Leroy A. Baker.
62d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Samuel B. Taylor.
67th Ohio, Col. Al~in C. Voris.
86th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Edward

Campbell.

Second Brigade.

Col. JOSEPH R. HAWLEY.

6th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Lorenzo
Ml't'ker.

7th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Daniel C.
Rodman.

3d New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. Josiah
I. Plimpton.

7th New Hampshire, Col. Joseph C.
Abbott.

Third Brigade.

Col. HARRIS M. PLAISTED.

10th Connecticut. Col. John L. Otis.
11th Maine, Lieut. Col. Wimdow P. Spofford.
24th Massachusetts, Col. Francis A. Osborn.

lOOth New York, Col. George B. Dandy.

Artillery.

Capt. ALFRED P. RocKWELL.

Connecticut Light, lilt Battery, Capt. Alfred P. RockwelL
New Jersey Light, 5th Battery, Capt. Zenas C. Warren.
3d United States, Battery E, Lieut. John R. Myrick.

UNATTACHED ARTlLLERy.t

New Jersey Light, 4th Battery, Lieut. Charles R. Doane.
New York Light. 3Sd Battery, Capt. Al~er M. Wheeler.
3d Rhode Island, Battery C, Capt. Martin S. James.
lilt United States, Battery D, Lieut. Joseph P. Sanger.

•
UNATTACHED CAVALRY AND ENGINURS.

4th Massachusetts Cavalry (battalion), Maj. Atherton H. Stevens, jr.
1st New York Engineers (detachment), Col. Edward W. Serrell.

·The troops of the Second and Third Divisions temporarily lUl8igned to the
Eighteenth Corps, and organized as the Third Division of the latter corps May 80.
See j). 372. ,

t From Second and Third Divisions.
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EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS.

429

Maj. Gen. WILLLUl F. SIUTH.

FIRST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. WILUAM T. H. BROOKS.

Pirst Brigade.

Brig. Gen. GILKAN MARSTON.

81st New York, Col. Jacob J. De For
est.

16th New York, Col. ~r M. Cullen.
98th NeW" York, Col. Frederick F.

Wead.
139th New- York, Lieut. Col. Edgar

Perry.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. HIRAM BURNHAM:.

8th Connecticut, Capt. Charles M.
Coit.

10th New Hampehire, Lieut. Col. John
Coughlin.

18th New Hampehire, Col. Aaron F.
Stevens.

118th New York, Capt. Levi S. Dominy.

Third Brigade.

Col. GUY V. HENRY.

21st Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Thomas F. Burpee.
40th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. George E. Marshall.
92d New York, Lieut. Col. Hiram Anderson, jr.
58th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Montgomery Martin.

188th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. George K. Bowen.
1st U. a.Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Samuel S. Elder.

SECOND DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. JOHN H. MARTINDALE.

Second Brigade.

Col. GRIFFIN A. STEDMAN, JR.

11th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. William
C. Moegling.

8th Maine. Maj. William M. McArthur.
2d New Hampshire, Col. Edward L.

Bailpy.
Capt. Augustus 12th New Hamp6hire, Maj. John F.

Langley.
Capt. George H. 148th New York, Col. George M. Guion.

I

Pirst Brigade.

Brig. Gen. GEORGE J. STANNARD.

23d Ma8tJ8,Chusetts, Col. Andrew Elwell.
25th Massachusetts, Capt. Francis E.

Goodwin.
27th Massachusetts, Maj. William A.

Walker.
9th New Jersey,

Thompson.
55th Pennsylvania,

Hill..

THIRD DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. CHARLES DEVENs,Jr.

First Brigade.

Col. WILLIAM: B. BARTON.

47th New York. Lieut. Col. Christopher
R. MacDonald.

48th New York, Lieut. Col. Dudley W.
Strickland.

115th New York, Maj. Ezra L. Walrath.
76th Pennsylvania, Col. John C. Camp

bell.

Second Brigade.

Col. JEREMIAH C. DRAKE.

13th Indiana. Col. Cvrua J. Dobbs.
9th Maine. Capt. RObert J. Gray. .

112th New York, Capt. JOBeph S. Math
• eWR.

169th New York, Col. John McConihe.
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Third Brigade.

Brig. Qen. ADELBERT AilES.

4th New Hampshire. Col. Louis Bell.
3d New York, Col. Samuel M. Alford.

117th New York, Col. Alvin White.
142d New York, Col. N. Martin Curtis.
97th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry R. Guss.

mNKS' DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. EDWARD W. HINKs.

First Brigade.

[CHAP. XLVlD.

Brig. Gen. EDWARD A. WILD.

1st U. S. Colored Troops, Col. Jolm H. Holman.
10th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. Spencer H. Stafford.
22d U. S. Colored Troops, Col. Joseph B. Kiddoo.
37th U. 8. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Abial G. Chamberlain.

Serond Brigade.

Col. 8AllUEL A. DUNCAN.

4th U. 8. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Georl/;e Rogers.
5th U. S. Colored Troops. Col. James W. Conine.
6th U. 8. Colored Troops, Col. John W. Ames.

Provisional Brigade.*

Col. ARNOLD A. RAND.

13th New York Heavy Artillery (detachment), Capt. William PendrelL
2d U. S. Colored Light Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Francis C. Choate.
4th Mast!achusetts Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Francis Washburn.
5th Massachusetts Colored Cavalry, CoL Henry 8. Russell.

Artillery.

3d New York Light, Battery K. Capt. James R. AnW!1.
3d New York Light, Battery M, Capt. John H.Howell.

Miscellane0U3.

16th New York Heavy Artillery (detachment), Capt. Henry C. Thompson.
3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (detachment), Capt. li'ranz von Schilling.
1st U. 8. Colored Cavalry, Company A, Capt. Charles W. Dey.
1st U. S. Colored Cavalry, Company F (detachment). Capt. Charles Schwartz.
2d U. 8. Colored Cavalry, Company D, Capt. Robert Dollard.

UNATTACHED.

1st New York Mounted Rifles, Col. Benjamin F. Onderdonk.
3d New York Light Artillery. Battery E, Capt. George E. Ashby.

*Organized May 27.
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DISTRICT OF EASTERN VIRGINIA.

Brig. Gen. GEORGE F. SHEPLEY.

PORTSMOUTH.

431

Brig. Gen. isRAEL VOODKS.

2d MaasachUllett8 Heavy Artillery, 3d Battalion, Lieut. C,ol. Augustus B. R.

3d Ne~~k'LightArtillery, Battery H, Capt. William J. Riggs.
8th New York Battery, Capt. Butler }i'itch.

13th New York Heavy Artillery, Lieut. Col. James W. Walsh.
1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery A, Capt. John G. Simpson.

NORFOLK:.

1st U. S. Volunteers, Lieut. Col. Charles A. R. Dimon.
88th U. S. Colored Troops. Lieut. Col. Dexter E. <"''1app.
20th New York Cavalry, Company M, Capt. Frederick Stewart.

FORT MONROE.

Col. JOSEPH RoBERTS.

3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery. Col. JOIlel,'h Roberts.
2d Battalion U. S. Vctemn Re8erve Corptl, Capt. Allen Shepard.

NEWPORT NEWS.

16th New York Battery, Capt. Richard H. Lee.

EASTVILLE.

Purnell Legion (Maryland) Cavalry, Capt. Robert E. Duvall.

DEFENSES OF YORKTOWN.

Brig. Gen. JOSEPH B. CARR.

16th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. Joseph J. Morrison.
1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery E, Capt. Thomas G. Orwig.
1st New York Mounted Rifles, Company K, Capt. Minott A. Pruyn.

FORT MAGRUDER (WILLIAMSBURG).

Col. WILLIAM H. P. STEERE.

16th New York Heavy Artillery, 1st Battalion, Maj. Frederick W. Prince.
1st New York Mounted ~ities (detachment).

DISTRICT OF SAINT MARY'S, MD.

Col. ALONZO G. DRAPER.

. l00th Ohio, Lit'ut. Col. Jacob L. Wayne.
4th Rhode Island, Lieut. Col. Martin P. Buffum.

86th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Pratt.
20th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Col. George A. W&6hburn .

2d and 5th U. S. Cavalry (detachmentll), Lieut. John Mix.
2d Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Charles Beger.

[" 1 IZI C by Google
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DISTRIcT' OF NORTH CAROLINA.

Brig. Gen. INNIS N. PAUlE&.

SUB-DISTRIM' OF NEW BERNE.

Brig. Gen. EDWARD HARLAND.

[CluJ>. XLVIII.

15th Connecticut, Col. Charles L. Upham.
17th Massachusetts, Maj. Luther Day.
1st North Carolina (detachment), Capt. Richard J. Allen.

99th New York, Maj. John F. Bates.
1S2d New York, Col. Peter J. Claassen. .
12th New York Cavalry, Col. James W. Savage.
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Col. JOnES FrankIe.
Sd New York Light Artillery, Col. Charles H. Stewart.

28d New York Battery, Capt. Alfred Ransom.
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Lieut. Col. George W. Tew.
1st North Carolina Colored Heavy Artillery (recruits). Maj. Thorndike C. Jame

son.

SUB-DIRTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE.

Col. DAVID W. WARDROP.

16th Connecticut, Capt. Joseph H. Barnum.
85th New York, Lieut. Col. Will W. Clarke.

101st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Charles A. Geis8enhainer.
10Sd Pennsylvania, Capt. Thomas A. Cochran.
24th New York Battery, Lieut. Walter H. Luther.
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Company D, Capt. James Moran.
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Company I, Capt. Charles Taft.

SUB-DISTRICT OF BEAUFORT.

Col. JAMES JOURDAN.

1st North Carolina (four companies), Col. Joseph M. McChesney.
1st North Carolina (two companies), Maj. Charles C. Graves.
1st North Carolina (one company), Capt. James W. Atwill.
2d North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Walter 8. Poor.

158th New York (ten companies), Lieut. Col. William H. McNary.
9th Vermont (ten companies), Col. Edward H. Ripley.
1st North Carolina (one companl). Capt. George W. Graham.

28d New York Ca"alry, Comparues A and B, Capt. Emory Cummings.
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company B, Capt. Nehemiah P. Fuller.
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery (two companie6). Lieut. Col. Henry M. Stone.
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery (one company). Capt. Charles B. Newton.
3d New York Light Artillery, Battery C (section), Lieut. Enoch Jones.
1st U.S.ArtillerY,Battery C,Lieut.Egbert W. Olcott.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-10.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Commanding :

GENERAL: What are your views about to-morrow? I think the
attack should be renewed as soon as Hancock is within supporting
distance, and should be made by Wright, Smith, and Hancock.
I have heard nothing from Smith, and do not believe he was much
engaged this afternoon. He is aware of the telegraph from Wright's
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GEO. G. MEADE,
llfajo-r-G('nerul.

headquarters, but does not report. - Hancock has boon nr~8{1 topnsh
forward with dispatch and guides sent him. I think hlS advance
will be at Cold Harbor early in the morning, say by 6 a. m. War
ren does not seem to have effected anything in his front, except re
pulsing attooks made on him. He should, however, be ordered to
attack in conjunction with the others. Burnside I .would hold
ready to re-enforce Warren, if necessary.

Respectfully, yours,

Headquarters to move at 7 a. m., to a poiut in the runl1 tu Cold
Harbor and in rear of that place.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Camp near Via's House, June 1, HW-!-lO.-!O p. m.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

Lieutenant-General Grant desires me to say that htl thinks the
attack should be renewed to-morrow morning hy all means, but not
till Hancock is within supporting distance of Smith. Warren
should attack in conjunction with Smith and Wright, and Burnside,
be held in readiness to support Warren.

Very respectfully,
C. B. COMSTOCK,

Lieutenant-Colonel, <tc.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES.
June 1, IHli-!-1O.40 p. m.

Major-General MEADE,
. Cmnman:ding Army of the PotrmllU':

Lieutenant-General Grant \losires that General Loekwoocl be at
once relieved from his command and directed to report to these
headquarters for orders.

Very respectfully,
C. B. COMSTOCK.

Lieutenant-Colonel and A-ide-de-Camp.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ! HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
No. 149. f June 1, 1864.

* * * * * * *
2. Ca.pt. Daniel D. Wiley, U. S. Volunteers, is assigner] to duty as

chief commissary of subSIstence of the ArnIyof the Potomac at
White House, Va. He win at once assume the duties of tho chief
of the department at that place. and be governed by such instructions
as he roay reoeive from the chief commissary of this army.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. \VILLTAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
28 R R-YOL XXXVI, PT III

.
~ .. -&-",-.. --,,~-
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[CB;U'. XLVIU.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

S. F. BARSTOW.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
MajQlr-GeneraZ.

HANCOCK'S HEADQUARTER8,
June 1, 1864-[9.20 a. m.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864---<12.15 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Your dispatch of 11.50 p. m. received. The commanding general

desires you to hold as much on the other side as possible, but if nec
essary you can bring Birney to this side, leaving Gibbon on the other
side, so that Burnside need not withdraw.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and ChiR! of Staff.

HEADQUARTER!'! ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864--6.45 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK: .
The commanding general directs that you continue to press the

enemy with your skirmishers. and endeavor to develop hIS liue of
battle and line of works, and that you make frequent reports to these
headquarters, which, until further orders, will be near the headquar
ters of the Fifth Corps.

(Same to Burnside and Warren.)

SECOND CORPS,
June 1, 1864-.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adj1dant-General.;

Will you please inform me where our cavalry is on my right?
HANCOCK.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-7.05 a. m. (Received 7.20 a. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
The chief of staff says that they were yesterday within 200 yards

of Wright's right, and that if you will send up on the road to Han
over Court-House you will find them. General Wilson was informed
of the withdrawal of General Wright, and directed to. picket accord
ingly.

Major-General MEADE:
I have ordered skirmishers to be kept pressing the enemy. Noth

in~ transpiring at the moment. I will adyj,se you whenever any
thmg occurs or develops.

Your obedient servant,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864--10 a. m.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps.

Your dispatch of 9.20 is received. The commanding general directs
that you push your skirmish line well to your right, to notify you of
any movement of the enemy. If pressed, they can be drawn in to
ward you.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jttne 1, 1864--10 a. m.

GEO. G. MEADE.
Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Hold ¥our command in readiness to attack in your front. Warren

and WrIght will undoubtedly be engaged soon, and it may be neces
sary for you to attack to relieve them.

(Same to Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864--10.45 a. m.

General WILLIAMS:
Assistant AdJutant-General:

I have now some troops at Overton's, where the enemy's scouts
were seen. They were driven away from there. When my infantry
went out they had a skirmish line farther over to the left toward the
t;wamp, but that was driven away also. One of the prisoners cap
tured stated that two brigades of the enemy moved over to our right.
I cannot learn anything authentic concerning it.. but have sen.t my
escort up from Aenon Church toward Hanover Court-House road to
see if anything is passing on that road, or to inquire if our cavalry
can be found, from which I have heard nothing.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- Gener:al.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-10.55 a. m.

Major-General MEADE:
The following just received from General Barlow:

HEADQUARTERS FIRsT DIVISION, SECOND CORPS-9.SS a.. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER:

CoLONEL: The left of my skirmish line is slowly advancing on the skirmiRh line
of the enemy, which is a strong one, intrenched. We are fired on heavily. The
works of the enemy are seen in rear of the intrenched skirmish line, strong workR.
bot we cannot yet see how strongly manned. On the right of my line in front of
;.he salient we have advanced as far as a skirmish line can do. The enemy have

____lIoe'--=-_



436 OPERATIONS IN 8K 'vA. AND N. C. [CHAP. XLvm.

,---

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
~Major-General.

JOHN GIBBON.
Brigadier-General.

WINF'D S. HAN00CK,
Major- General.

an intrenched strong skirmish line behind a swamp, and a line of sf;rong works
behind the skirmish line. We are close onto the skinnish line. How strongly
manned their line of battle is here we cannot tell without an assault in force.
Colonel Miles is of opinion that their works are manned by a Hneoe battle in his im
mediate front.

lliEpectfully,

HEADQUARTERS SEOOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864--11.30 a. ill..

General WILLIAMS:
Anderson's division is on the extreme left, in front of the Sixth

Corps; Breckinridge is next, and I judge then that Wilcox and the
other part of Hill's corps came in, as we took prisoners from Wilcox
in that position all yesterday. This is from the examination of
prisoners just received.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-11.35 a. m.

Major-General MEADE
The following just received:

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CoRPS-ll II. In.

lIajor-(J(>neral HANCOCK:

GENERAL: General Owen reports that his skirmishel'll are as far forward as they
can go. He reports the enemy stronger than he supposed in his front and left
front. and that his men are l)('ing killed and wounded in BODle cases in his line of
battle. I havl' direcOOd that, wherever it is practicable. sharptlhooters be pushed
forward. The firing in Warren's front appears to advance.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 186'1-11.40 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK, Second Corps:
What are the indications in your front? Are your headquarters

the same as yesterday? Please answer at once. .
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 1, 1864--12.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The indications in my front are as follows: I have taken prison

lilrs from Field's and Alld(lrson's divisions. Breckinridge ~ between
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the two, and Wilcox is all the right of FieM, near you. I am (In
gaging away at them here to try to fJrevPllt them from going to
their right. A portion of the enemy ( don'fknow in what force) is
reported as movmg to our right. I do not know the meaning of this
movement. I have not struck him yet, although I am extending my
pickets to the right. Weare close up to the enemy's works, and are
preparing to make all assault if necessary to relieve Warren. If I
attack I hope you will keep a close connedion with Gibbon, as the
attack will probably be on his right or on his front. My headquar-
ters are at the same place. .

WINF'D S. HANCOCK•
.Major- Ge7ieral.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864:-12m.

General MEADE:
I have just ca:ptured some prisoners from Field's division, show

ing that Field IS between Breckinridge and Wilcox. They state
that Wilcox is on the right of Field. The pickets on our right
report a movement on our right, but the enemy do not come on the
road, although we are extending our picket-line in that direction.
I think it is only a feint to draw us in that direction, unlcS!> they are
after our ca.valry or a reconnaissance. Weare pushing reconnais
sances to see what they are about. I will send a lengthy repOI·t of
General Barlow, whom I have instructed to see what. can he done in
our front preparatory to attack, if one should he orllered as a relief
to Warren. .

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-(-J-eneral.

F. C. B.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
.Mujul'-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1~ 1864-12.30 p. m.

Very respectfully,

General S. WILLIAMS:
The following dispatch, received from General Barlow in re:ply to

instructions to be in readiness to attack, is furnished for the mfor
mation of the major-general commanding the Army of the Potomac:

HEADQUARTERS FIRsT DIVISION, SECOND CoRP8-11.40 a. m.
Lieut. Col. F. A. W ..\U{ER, Assistant Adjutant-General:

CoLONEL: I han> the honor to acknowledge the dispatch of the major-general
commandin~,dated 11.30 a. m., touching an assault. We have come upon the
enemy's works, whether heavily manned or not we cannot tell. I have strength
ened my skinui.llh liue with the intention of pushing still farther and Ilt'eing if the
enemy are in force in the works. We cannot see very many of them in the main
works this morning, but they may be lying down, as we hear the commands" lie
down," 88 a general rule. I do not believe that thette assaults upon intrenched
{lines] through thick woods, where we do not know the ground, are likely to be
successful where the enemy hold their line in foree, but we will cheerfully try it if
ordered. The enemy were chopping vigorously the whole night.

. Respectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-Gell.eral, Commanding.
P. S.-My skinnish line will be in motion soon, and I shall have further infor

mation..
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If we assault, I think General Gibbon should at least make a
strong demonstration on our left, besides forwarding at least one
brigade in support, as I shall have to leave two brigades to man the
works where the artillery is.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND A.RMY CORPS,
June 1, lR64-12.50 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: My line continues to press the enemy vigoroUBly, and

I am gradually getting the development of his line. I ·have prison
ers from Longstreet and Hill. The enemy are strongly placed
wherever met. General Gibbon just reports as follows:

A reliable officer of McKeen's brigade reportB a battery of six gun8 on my ri~ht

and front, which would take in flank anv line advancing to my front, and which
would, of course, have to be first taken. •* * * The enemy's works are just re
ported as well filled with men since our sharpshooters have been pushing forward.
The ground in my front is well swept by infantry and artillery.

Since this report of General Gibbon's, I learn that his skirmishers
have gained possession of a house about 300 yards from the enemy's
line. I hear nothing more from my right. Prisoners report that
two brigades moved that way. .

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Majo-r-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 1, 1864. (Received 1.10 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The following just received from General Barlow:
There is no doubt that the works in front of my skirmish line are fully manned

by a line of battle. The division officer of the da, has seen them filling the
works. I anl just going to the line myself. A 8kirmish line can advance no far-
ther.

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
MaJo-r-Generol.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
J1tne 1, 1864-2.15 p. m.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

General HANCOCK,
Second Co-rps:

GENERAL: Your dispat~h is received. I am all ready to attack
in conjunction with you in case they make a demonstration upon
Warren, and I shall endeavor to keep a close connection with Gib
bon in any event. We have been pushing forward our skirmish
line this morning until we can go no farther without a genera.l
assault. Have received no information of the movement of the
-enemy in our immediate front this mornin~, but they still hold their
line in strong force. Should Gibbon reqUIre any assistance, I shall
be glad to give him all in my power.
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SECOND CORPS.
June 1, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WIL~IAMS:
General Gibbon has just sent a staff officer to me to report that the

enemy have for some tIme been passing to our right, as seen from
his front, stooping to avoid the fire of our sharpshooters. As Gen
eral Gibbon did not see this in person, I have called upon him for a
written statement. How far to the right they are going was not
stated. They must have come from General Burn8ide's front or.
below.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
MOJor-Ueneral.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-2.45 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistnnt Adjutant-Oeneral, Army of tlie Potonwc:

General Owen reports that the enemy is still moving to our right,
apparently in great haste. It is evidently [his intention] to make au
attack or repel an expected one. At the same time the enemy has
attacked General Bil'lley's picket-line on the extreme right. I am not
well placed for a fight on that side, as I am hugging the enemy dose
on the other side, and the backs of two of my divisions are in that
direction. If I have a serious fight I will have to concentrate all my
troops in the center, in order to get my troops together, but I do not
like to leave the enemy in force there.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
~IaJor-General.

HDQRS. SECOND CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jllne 1, lRG4-:3.05 p. m.

General MEADE:
I have developed the enemv's line pretty well throughout my

front. My line IS about north' and south, and jll.st in front of the
road. The enemy have works all along their front; their right rest
ing on a swamp, where I connect with the cavalry. Their skirmish
line is reported to me as rather shaky, having btlen driven from
strong positions without much trouble, the enemy hreaking- as soon
as our line made a rush.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK.

SECOND CORPS,
June 1, 18(;4-3.30 p. m.

I

L

General WILLIAMS:
The pre8ent artillery firing here is caused by the enemy attempt

ing to retake the rifle-pit.; carried by General Birney yesterday
across the creek. It is now held only by our skirmish line, as I had
to move General Birney's division more to the right. The enemy's
attack su far has been feeble. Whether their troops are being
massed in Birney's front or on bis right I do not know. I have
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directed General Gibbon to make an active demonstration, supported
by a. line of battle, against their troops, to see if they are still there.
I h.·WI:} connected with the cavalry along the Hanover road.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-3.30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
You will make your arrangements and withdraw your corps to

night and moye, via Haw's Shop, to the rear of Bethesda Church.
Your corps will be massed somewhere'in the vicinity of these head
quarters, at Via's house. You will begin to withdraw as Boon as it
is dark. Notify Burnside when the last of your troops move and
when you withdraw your pickets.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTNlRS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. JlI,ne 1, 1864-8.10 p. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Major-General HANCOCK:
What news? Wright has assaulted with some success, taken rifle

pits and many prisoners. Weare anxious to hear from you. You
must withdraw as soon as possible as we want you to move to the
left. The route to take from Haw's Shop will be designated an.d
guides furnished.

SECOND CORPS,
June 1, 1804-8.:30 p. m.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

General WILLIAMS:
We are withdrawing. All my previous dispatches I suppose have

reached you. I sent to you frequently. The enemy made frequent
attempts to get possession of the works that Birney took yesterday
across the river. He took part of the advanced pit in which our
skirmishers were, but I didn't think it worth while to retake it, as
it was entirely commanded by our guns and enfiladed by them 80
that neither side could use it. We had but a few sentinels in it.
Their losses were considerable. Gibbon made quite a demonstration
of an assault on their works this p. m., but the ground was so swept
and flanked by artillery that it was not thought best to order an ab
solute assault, but our skirmish line was held by a brigade and in
trenched against them within 200 steps of them. The withdrawal
will take some time, as our line is very complicated and very close
to the enemy.

i . II

L~.' ~_
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTER8 ARM.Y Olj' THE POTOMAC,
.1l1l1P I, IHlj-1-9 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Your best route is by Haw's Shop. Via'!.; (headquarters), and Gib

son's, to Cold Harbor. Captain Paine will meet your column about
Haw's Shop and guide you. You must make every exertion to move
promptly and reach Cold Harbor as soon as possible. At that :point
you will take position to re-enforce Wright on his left, whicb it IS de
sired to extend to the Cbickabominy. Every eonfidence is felt tbat
your gallant corps of veterans will move witb vi~or and endure the
necessary fatigue. You will pass by my headquarters and I should
like to see you as you pass.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 1,1864-9.15 p. m.

General MEADE:
Your second dispatch received. All right.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
J[ajor-General.

General Hancock bas just left his headquarters for the front.
OPERATOR.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
.1une 1, 1864-10.50 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS :
Two d.ivisions of my corps have about passed, and I shall now leave

for the headquarters of the army.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

SECOND CORPS,
June 1, 1864-11 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
I bave just left. General Birney's division is just commencing to

move. Everything quiet at this moment.
. WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTER8 ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. June 1,1864-11 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
On reaching Cold Harbor you will take position on the left of the

Sixth Corps and at once attack tbe enemy endeavoring to turn his
right flank and interpose between him and the Cbickahominy. If
practicable you will detach a force to the Chickabominy and en
deavor to secure possession of a crossing-place. General Sheridan
was directed to attack in this direction, and will probably be found
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

near' the river; your movements should be in co-operation with his.
H upon arrival at Cold Harbor it should, on consUltation with Ma
jor-General Wright, be deemed more expedient for you to sup.port
that officer's attack in lieu of attacking yourself, these instructIOns
are modified so as to authorize this project, but your force should
be brought to bear against the enemy as promptly and vigorously as
possible. You will keep these headquarters constantly advised of
your operations through the telegraph office at General Wright's
headquarters.

Respectfully, yours,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Arm.y oj the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the following return of
troops serving in this command at date:

Command.

Co~ headquarters " . . . . .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. ..

=~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Second Dh18ion .. .. .. .. .. . •• .. .. . .. .. .. . .. . . .
ThIrd D1vlsion .

Total .

Present for duty.

Oftlcers. I Men. Aggregzr.te.

211 176 lJIl
11 MIl 8113
79 2,t8I ~llM

.400 7,78rJ 8.1llf;
406 7,614 ~,08J
411 8,124 I 8,63/i

~._-

1,341 116.1l8lI 28,tNl

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General oj Volunteers, Commanding.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 1, 1864-12.30 a. m.

General Birney, with his division, will return across the creek SO
as to cover the nght flank, taking up the line he held before the ad
vance of yesterday. General Barlow's division will connect with
General Birney's in the pits near the Shelton house, and with Gen
eral Gibbon's division on the left in its advanced position. General
Gibbon's division will remain across the creek.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. W A,LKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-6.40 p. m.

The following movements are ordered for to-night: The Second
Division will withdraw from its position at dark and take the road
to Haw's Shop by way of Jones' house and Ninth Corps headquar
ters. The Firll1t Division will withdraw at once by way of the crosS-
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roads to Haw's Shop. following the same route it took in the ad
vance. The Third Division will hold the Hano\'er Court-Houso,
Cold Harbor, and Richmond roads until the road to Haw's Shop
has been cleared by the other divisions, occupying so much of the
breast-works crossmg these roads as may be necessary for this pur
pose. As soon as the roads are cleared the Third Division will fol
low the First 011 the road to Haw's Shop. The chief of artillery
will assign two batteries to move with each division. The remain
ing batteries will precede the command at dark. The hospitals will
be broken up at once. Such ambulances as are not needed for the
wounded will go with the train, except ton to accompany each divis
ion. Where the route of the Second Division intersects that of the
First, the Second Division will take precedence.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June I, 1864-9 p. m.

It is supposed that guides will be furnished at Haw's Shop; still,
at present, the major-general knows lIothing further t.han the orders
already given; still, men have been sent over the route who 8erve as
guides. In case they return in time, commanders will please 80(\ that
their commands are all off as promptly and as quietly as possible.
General Birney is to relieve the pickets, and his headquarters are in
the field to the right of the point where his headquarters were the
first day.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral.

SPECIAL OR])ERS, t HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
No. 142. . f June 1, 1864.

The Fifth New Hampshire Regiment having reported at these
headquarters, in pursuance of orders from headquarters Army of the
Potomac, is assigned to the First Division of the corps, and will be
reported accordingly,

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Ad;juiant-General.

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Co1ltmanding.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 1, 18G4-9.07 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER:
COLONEL: I am pressing forward the skinnish line at all points,

which draws the fire which you may be able to hear at corps head
quarters, and which is somewhat heavy for a skirmish fire. Shall
have more exact information shortly. Last night my whole skirmish
line was close upon the enemy's line of battle, and I infer that the
same is the case this morning.

Respectfully,

.. .
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 1, I86!.

Brigadier-General BARLOW:
GENERAL: A dispatch from General Meade states that it may be

~ecessary for this corps to assault to relieve Warren and Wright,
who are expected to be heavily engaged Boon. The major-~eneral
commanding desires to know what you think of the probabIlity of
the success of an assault in your front with so much of~ourdivision
as is available, supported by one or two bri~adesof General Gib
bon's division, and possibly one of Birney's m case of need. The
general desires that you will have the ground examined with a view
to this assault, and make such preparations as will enable you to
.advance speedily should orders be received to attack.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 1, 1864-7.45 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-Geneml:

COLONEL: I have the honor to inclose report* of Colonel Brooke,
touching this afternoon's movements. The order ·required him to
support the right of the advance of General Gibbon by conforming
his (Brooke's) left. As the right of General Gibbon did not leave
his works and advance (as appears by statement of Colonel Brooke)
Colonel Brooke did not advance.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June 1, 1864--12 m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

GENERAL: Yours in regard to the assault is just re.ceived. A
reliable officer of McKeen's brigade reports a battery of six guns on
my right and front, which would take in flank any line advancing
to my front, and which would, of course, have to be first taken. As
represented to me these guns are directly in front of Brooke's brigade
and so placed as to fire along my front. There is also a gun (at least
but one has fired) which sweops down the Cold Harbor 1'000. If it
is concluded to attack with my division, I should order McKeen to
advance in line obliquely to the right against this battery, to be
supported by Smyth, and Owen to advance against the Cold Harbor
road, Tyler. to be used according to circumstances; but General
Burnside should act vi~orouslyat the same time. If Barlow makes
the attack I can send hIm Tyler with 3,000 men, and if no attack is
made on me Smyth with 1,500 more can be sent. The enemy's

*Not found.

_.~
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JOHN GIBBON,
Major-General, Oom:manding.

works aTe just reported as well filled with men since our sh~
shooters have boon pushing forward. The ground in my front 1S
well swept by the enemy's artillery and infantry, and I have no
artillel"Y m position on the line.

Respectfully,

HDQR8. SECOND BRIG., SKCOND DIV., 2D ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-11.15 a. In.

Maj. JOHN M. NORVEJ,L,
AssWant Adjutant-General, &cond Division:

SIR: I have the honor to report that I sent out this morning 60
men under experienced officers with orders to advance as far as }?rac
ticable, to obtain all information possible of the enemy's posltion
and strength, and so to annoy him as to prevent his leaving our pres
ent frout. I find that the enemy has concentrated his fire upon my
left and left center, doing conslderable execution, even in rear of
my works, to prevent which I am now constructing traverses. The
enemy's sharpshooters are in the open plain in front of his works,
covered by sunken rifle-pits. I am not able to annoy him much as
I have no sharpshooters and but little cover of any kmd in my front.
His batteries are in the same position as yesterday and his strength
apparently the same.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSHUA T. OWEN,

Brigadier-General, Oommanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE,
June 1, 1&64-2.30 p. m.

Maj. J. M. NORVELL,
Assistant AqjuJanl-General, Second Divi.'1ion:

SIR: I have the honor to report that the ('nemy is still moving to
the right, apparently in great haste. It is evidently his intention
either to attack the right or to repel one anticipated.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSHUA T. OWEN,

Brigadier-General, Oommanding.

[Indorsement. )

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June 1, 1864-2.40 p. m.

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general
commanding the corps.

I have had these repor£S from so many different sources that I
am convinced the euemy is moving to our right, and think it would
be advisable to make au assault, or at least a strong demonstration
of one.

JOHN GIBBON,
JJriyadier-General, Oommanding Division.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June 1, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK:
, GENERAL: I have several reports of the enemy moving to my
right, the first one about 12 o'clock to-day, the last, half an hour
ago, which I forwarded to you with my indorsement recommending
an assault if your information justified it. Of course our informa
tion is limited.

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND .ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-2 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Third Division:

GENERAL: General Gibbon reports that the enemy are and have
been passing to our right as seen from his front. They may be
massing in front of General Barlow or yourself. The major-general
commanding directs me to say, therefore, that you had better' bfI
very vigilant and use reconnaissances and preparations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. WM. R. DRIVER,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

FIFTH CORPS,
Ju,ne 1, 1864--8.15 a. m.

Major-General MEADE:
I sent out instructions from here to push forward my skirmish

line at 7 a. m. I have no re:ports as yet. I shall move my headquar
ters out on the road from Lmney's to Mechanicsville as far along it
as the operations of the day will permit.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

JUNE 1, 1864.
Major-General MEADE:

General Bartlett on my right reports his left as near the enemy's
works as he was at Spotsylvania Court-House. He will push his
right out. The enemy endeavored to take his pits last evening,
but failed.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

JUNE 1, 1864-8.30 a. m.
Major-General MEADE:

From ml present right to Cold Harbor, to connect with General
Wright, WIll be nel:j.rly a line of battle [, miles. If we can get posses
sion of the direct roao from Bethesda Church to Cold Harbor, I do
not propose to connect with him by more than a skirmish line at
first.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.
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CRAS. RICKETTS,
.Lieutenant.

JUNE 1, 1864-10.15 a. m.
Major-Geneml WARREN:

General Bartlett reports the enemy moving toward the left at
double-quick-to the left and right toward the white house and
in heavy columns.

[IDdorsement.l

Respectfully forwarded.
General Bartlett is on my right.

G. K. WARREN,
ltlajor-Ueneral.

JUNE 1, 186-1-10.30 '8.. m.

G. K. W.

Major-General MEADE:
General Cutler reports his skirmishers in sight of the enemy's

main line, and that they were moving men double-quick to the left,
but does not know whether it was more than a skirmish line extend
ing. General Lockwood reports wagons moving rapidly to our left.
My battery has opened, and the enemy reply with one. My order
of battle is: Griffin, Cutler, Lockwood, the latter on the left. My
skirmishers have gotten through the wood south of Bethesda
Church, and on the opposite of me open field and the'enemy's earth
works. The enemy fires from a rifled battery. The movement of
the enemy may be to get his train back threatened by our oper~

tions on our right flank, and the troops we see may be merely the
flank guards. I am pushing a reconnaissance through the woods to
my left toward the road General Wright is on.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- Generrd.

The wire is laid to this place (Bethesda Church), but operator
not yet up.

10.30 A. M.
General WARREN:

The rear of the enemy's column passed at 10.15. A w~on train
is following it. General Lockwood is getting his men mto line.
They will advance in about ten minutes.

W. A. ROEBLING.
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

BETHESDA, June 1, 1864-11.30 a. m.
Major-General MEADE:

We have stopped f\ony apparent movement of the enemy, and our
skirmish line everywhere comes up in sight of intrenchments. I
have to take some time to get my lines established before advancing
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G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

G. K. WARREN.
Major-General.

BETHESDA CHURCH,
Ju.ne 1, 1864-1.30 p. m.

.farther" and batteries cannot be taken through t,he woods until, I
drive back the enemy's skirmishers, which I will do as soon as we
get our new line arranged. My left rests on an impassable swamp,
about half a mile southeast of the church. The enemy's intrench
ments, so far as I can learn, extend across both roads.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Bethesda Church, June 1,1864-12 m.

Major-General MEADE:
The enemy fires at us with rifled guns and light 12-pounders on the

direct road to Cold Harbor, and we are within canister range. The
troops moving to our left we seem to have seen the tail of. When
we opened on them they were seen to start on the double-quick and
the officers to use their swords to hurry them up. On the right and
left of this place are very difficult swamps, and I find it necessary to
reconnoiter ahead in order to move my troops in any connected. man
ner. Skirmishing is lively in places. Everybody is at work.

Respectfully,

General MEADE:
I have extended my line now so that it is nearly all taken up as a

single line of battle. The enemy is strongly intrenched along my
whole front. "When my skirmishers first advanced they ran back to
their works, but have come out again, and I have sharp skirmishing
along the line. The enemy has three batteries in position, and they
cross-fire over this spot at an angle greater than 60 degrees. Gen
eral Crittenden ought to keep uI!. connection with my right. I have
not heard from Major Roeblmg s reconnaissance on my left. I have
nothing much to attack with at anyone point now, ~nless I break
my line to form a column of assault. I believe that nothing but a
strong attack can carry the enemy's position, and I must have a
large force on hand to hold on with, which I have not. We have
taken 3 prisoners from the skirmish line that advanced against [us].
They are from Longstreet's corps, and say that it was General Breck
inridge's troops moving down to our left this morning. The tele
graph line does not yet work. I do not hear any firing in the direc-
tion of Cold Harbor. .

Respectfully,

The prisoners report General Ewell on their left, then Hill, then
Longstreet, then Breckinridge, and that there is a good deal of mil
neuvering about.
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JUNE 1, 1864-2.20 p. m.
General MEADE:

I forward dispatch just received from Major Roebling. Enemy
still hold!! the road leading to Woody's house, where Major Roehling
is, and hj~ cannon still fire along my frout. I gave directions to feel
around for Longstreet's right flank some time ago. I shall press up
if I find him yielding.

G. K. WARREN,
Mlljor-Ueneml.

[Inclo8ure.]

JUNE 1, 1l:l64-1.:JO p. m.
General WARREN:

I am at Woody's hOUfolO, 2 miles southeast of Bethes<la and 1 mile
from Cold Harbor. Longstreet was intrenched 1\1oJl~ that road. and
left fifteen minutes ago; he went off in a westf'rn direetion. I don't
think there wa."! quite a divisioJl there. Can't find out who com
manded the division. Have pickerl up a fllw Sixth Corps stra.gglers.
I think from .their remarks that the Sixth CorpR i!'l a.t Cold Harhor.

W. A. ROEBLING.
J!r~jol' a/Hi Aide-tie-Camp.

JUNE 1, l8G4-2.45 p. m.
General WARREN:

The Sixth Corps is formed in a semicircle aroun<l Cold Harbor;
nothing particUlar in their front. The head of Baldy Smith's col
umn is at the corner leading to Woody's and Bethesda; he says he
bas orders to go up that road and go between the Fifth and Hixth
Corps. I don't think you can expect him bRfore dark.

W. A. ROEBLING,
Major and A ide-rle-Cl1mp.

GEO. G. MEADE.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
Ju ne 1, UW4-4 p. Ill.

Major-General WARREN:
Generals Wright and Smith will attack this evening. It is very

desirable you should join in this attack, unless in your judgment it
is impracticable.

4 P. M.

W. A. ROEBLING,
jlfajor and Aide-de-Camp.

General WARREN.
Your note of 3 p. m. just roccived. * I was coming- back alone, the

Eighth Maryland following some distance behind. \Va hase a pris
oner. Title is: Longstreet, McLaws' division. Kershaw's hrig-ade.
Second South Carolina. They came from Shady Grove last night,
and left just before I got there. I shall turn off to the left at
:Bosher's honse, and try and get across the swamp, which is passable
in very few places.

29 R R-VOL XXJ{VI,
* Not foulfti.

PT III
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G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

JUNE 1, 1864-6.15 p. m.

JUNE 1, 1864-6.30 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARliT CORPS,
June 1, 1864--4.15 p. m.

General MEADE: . ,
Major Roebling sends me word that it was McLaws' division that

left the neighborhood of Woody's on the road to Cold Harbor this
morning. He took a South Carolina prisoner, who says they left
Shady Grove last night. I am trying to feel around the right of the
force in my front, but it seems to be slow work. Thegronnd between
here and the road from Old Church to Cold Harbor IS very bad and
swampy, and the enemy have such a chance at our right in my front
that it would be improper to attack them as long as there is any hope
of avoiding it.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Bethesda Church, June 1, 1864-4.30 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
I do not bolieve General Smith will be ul? in time to take allY part

in an attack to-night. I will try and send III a column of a division
on my left if Wri~ht and Smith begin, and will demonstrate on my
whole front. MaJor Roebling thought in his note that General Smith
could hardly do anything to-night. They will have to move out
quite a piece from Cold Harbor to find the enemy's right unless it
is thrown back from my front and prolonged toward Gaines' Mill.
The enemy remains firm in my front, and his musketry and artil
lery have a fine range across a clear field, somewhat [like] our last
position at Spotsylvania Court-House.

Respectfully, .
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

General WARREN:
I have joined my men on the left of the Fourth Maryland. They

are now skirmishing with the enemy. Baldy Smith is forming on
the right of the Sixth. Our left is considerably in advance of Baldv's,

. and there is a gap of at least half a mile. •
W. A. ROEBLING,

Major and Aide-de-Camp.

General MEADE:
There is very heavy firing now with General Wright. I have ex

tended well toward them, and am in communication, though I don't
know how matters are going. The firing seems to be near us. Roeb
ling just sends me this dispatch from my left, 6.15 p. m.: " We are
now skirmishing with the enemy. Smith is forming on the right of
the Sixth. Our left is considerably in advance of Baldy Smith, and
there is a gap of at least half a mile." I am skirmishing heavily on.
my right, and preparing to moye forward at the first opportunity.

G. K. WARREN, ~Major-Gener/it..

~ .. ~ .
~.
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JUNE 1, 1864-7.15 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Major-General MEADE:
The enemy has atJ;acked my right, and General Griffin has sent to

me for two brigades' support. They are on their way to him. I
send you this, as it may be important for General Burnside to know.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARHY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
What news? Is the road from Bethesda Church to Cold Harbor

open? Wright reports pushing the enemy back on his right, but
on his left, on the Chickahominy road, he could make no impression.
Hancock will be thrown around there to-night. He repulsed an
attack this afternoon. Please report.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-9.50 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The commanding general is very desirous of hearing from you as

to the result of the attack upon you this evening. Do you connect
with General Smith? If not, do you know how far apart your left
and his right are? Is the road open from Bethesda Church to
Woody's?

A. A. HUMPHREYS.

[IndOl'llement,]

G. K. WARREN,
..lfajor-General of Vulttnteers.

11 P. M.

I have communicated with General Smith through the wood, but
have not heard from him since 4 p. m. The road is not open from
Bethesda Church to Woody's.

JUNE 1, 1864.
Major-General MEADE:

General Griffin repulsed the attack on him to-night, which was
DO more than a strong feeler. The Cold Harbor road is not open,
and I have been able to make no impression on the enemy. A very
large field intervenes just beyond the forks of the road commanded
by the enemy's batteries. I directed General Lockwood to extend
well to the left with a line of skirmishers, and to prepare his whole
division for an attack in conjunction with Wright and Smith. I
thinned my line down to the least possible amount to get two bri
gades in reserve to support him, but in some unaccountable way he
took his whole division, without my knowing it, away from the left
of the line of battle, and turned up at dark 2 miles in my rear, and

I ~ It:..~ ':
:. ~.I.iIiiIiA.I..: ....__ \



452 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [C.!LU'. XLVllL

I have not yet got him back. All this time the firing should have
guided him at least. He is .too incompetent, and too high rank
leaves no subordinate place for him. I ear~s~ly beg that he may
be at once relieved from duty with this army. Major Roebling has
not yet returned.

Respectfully,
G. K WARREN,

Major-General.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS AR~IY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 18{j4-11 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Wright and Smith will renew the attack to-morrow, so soon as

Hancock gets up in supporting distance. Hancock will also attack.
I desire you should join in this attack with all your available force,
and have directed General Burnside to hold his command ready to
re-enforce you if required. I suppose it will be 6 or 7 o'clock before
Hancock can get up. If we can strike a concerted and vigorous
blow to-morrow, it may most materially affect our position. Rick
etts carried Longstreet's rifle-pits this evening, taking over 500
prisoners.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
J'wne 1, 1864-11 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
An order will be sent in the morning relieving Brigadier-General

Lockwood from command. You can now make a good division for
Crawford.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-11 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. WARREN,
Command'ing Fifth Corps:

The commanding general directs that you at once relieve Brigadier
. General Lockwood from duty with your command, and instruct him
to report forthwith for orders at the headquarters of Lieutenant-
General Grant. .

S. WILLIAMS,
Assi.9tant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-11.45 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
YonI' dispatches (three), dated 11 p. m., are received. I shall ~ry

to do my best tQwll-rd obeying thtJ order relating to the attack to
morrow,

G. K. WARREN,
1Jfa.inr-Gpneral of Vol1llnieers•

.~.'" .
''''''~-
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of FoZlL1decrs.

(To division commanders.)

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
JlllU' J, 1864-7 a. m.

It i~l directed that you push your skirmL<.;h linD along our fnmt
against that of the enemy, and make it of sufficient strength to force
it back, and ascertain the position of the enemy's line of battle or
strong intrenchments.

SPECIAL ORDERS, }
No. 130.

'" '"

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864.

* * * * *
6. The following assignment of troops is hereby ordered; com

mandin~ officers of regiments will rer-0rt to the commanding officer
of the dIvision to which assigned: FIfth New York Volunteers and
Twenty-first Pennsylvania Dismounted Cavalry, to First Division,
Brigadier-General Griffin commanding. Fourth Delaware and One
hundred and fifty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, to Fourth Di
vision, Brigadier-General Cutler commanding.

7. The following batteries are hereby assigned to the First Division,
and will be subject to the orders of the division commander for their
vroper disposition in the camp, on the march, and in battle: Phillips'
(E), Massachusetts Artillery; Stewart's (B), Fourth U. S. Artillery,
and Richardson's CD), First New York Artillery.

8. The Twelfth :New York Volunteers and Fourteenth New York
State Militia will be consolidated with the Fifth New York Vohm
teers, and will report to the commanding officer of the Fifth New
York Volunteers.

'" * * * * * '"
By command of Major-General .Warren :

A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
A88~tant Adjutant-General.

ON THE PICKET-LINE, June 1, 1864.
General CUTLER:

I have the honor to report that the picket-line has advanced 400
yards, and is now in sight of a strong line of the enemy's breast
works between 200 and 300 yards in front. The enemy are moving
to our left on the double-quick.

Your obedient servant,
GEO. B. OSBORN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Dil'islon Inspector.

JUNE 1,1864-9.12 a. m.
Captain MARVIN, .

Assistant Adjuhmt-General:
General Cutler's skirmish line covers a. brigade front. It has been

doubled and now con~i8ts of 3GO men, snpported by four companies.
The line crosses the Mechanicsville roaJ., the left resting in the wood
about 20 rods from the road. The line is now advancing.

HIGBEE.
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JUNE 1, 1864-10 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

General CUTLER:
I have directed General Griffin to extend his line to the l~ft so as

to relieve as much as he can of yours. I then want your command
in the neighborhood of Bethesda Church, that is, whatever is not
necessary to complete the connection between that point and General
'Griffin's left. I shall leave Colonel Kitching in reserve.

Respectfully,

, My headquarters will be at Bethesda Church.
G. K. W.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 1, 1864-9 a. m. ,

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I am at Cold Harbor with General Sheridan, and the head of my

column is not far behind. As soon a"", it arrives it will be put in
position, relieving the cavalry. From General Sheridan's informa
tion it appears there is something more than a division of infantry
in his front, and he fears an accession to their force. Unless a gen
eral movement is made by the enemy in this direction my position
will be secure, so far as I can judge from the knowledge so far ob
tained. I shall cover the road intersections at Cold Harbor, and
refuse my left somewhat, but as I can't connect with Warren, I could
wish that Smith, w:ho I understand is to fill the gap, could come up.
The roads, which are very sandy and heavy, have worried the troops
somewhat, but they were in good shape when I left them an hour ago.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Oommanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
MEDICAL DIRECTOR'S OFFICE,

Oamp near Weir's House, June 1,1864-12 p. m.
Surg. S. A. HOLMAN, U. S. Army,

Medical Director, Sixth Oorps:
DOCTOR: I have been informed by an officer of the staff of head

quarters of the Eighteenth Army Corps that this command has been
et;lgaged this aftern?on, and that their w.ounded are entir~ly unpro
VIded for. The maJor-general commandmg the army deSIres me to
instruct you to furnish to the wounded of the above-named corps
such medical suppli88, stores, stimulants, dressings, &c.~ and other
aid from your corps to insure proper care of these wounded. They
are without ambulances and battle-field supplies. See that the
wounded are collected and properly attended to. Dr. Suckley is the
medical director.

THS. A. McPARLIN,
Surgeon U. S. Army, Medical Director.
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WM. F. SMITH,
.Majur-General.

HEADQuARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
JWle 1, 1864-2.10 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The last division of the corps is moving in, and as soon as in posi.

tion I shall press my skirmish line forward. to develop strength and
position of enemy. At prlli!cnt I cover the Bethesda Church road,
the Gaines' Mill road. and the road to Dispatch Station. with both
right and left refused. When General SmIth comes up I will throw
forward my right as the basi8 of his formation. I don't think there
is anything of moment in front of my right, though it is the point
where the enemy attacked. but on the Gaines' Mill road they 800m
strong. Your dispatch of 11.45 a. m. just received, and I will
attack as soon as I can get my pickets forward.

H. G. WRIGHT.
MaJor- General, Commanding.

[Indorsement.]

Major Riddle states that when he left General Wright at 3 p. m.,
Geneml Smith was with him and General Smith's head of column
was up.

A. A. H.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS.
June 1, 1864.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

GENERAL: The enemy are reported as massing on their left and
in front of my right for an attack early in the morning. This by
deserters. It is, therefore, of vital importance that I. have all the
force I can get, and must ask that you send my two regiments to
me as soon as possible. I am authorized by General Meade to call
upon you for ammunition. I want 85,000 rounds .57 caliber, 8,000
of Spencer, 2,000 of caliber .54. Can you send it to-night?

Very respectfully,

SIXTH CORPS,
June 1, 1864--7.:30 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Everything is going well up to this time. W (1 have gainf'd upon
the enemy on the right, and hold our own on tho left. W 0 have
taken many prisoners. It is reported by them that a large [force1
of the rebel army is in our front, and I think that you should send
me re-enforcements to-night, if possible. I shall attempt to extend
my left to the Chickahominy to-night. The result is not yet decided.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.
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SIXTH CORPS,
June 1, 1864-7.30 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: Attack of General Wright's right has succeeded in

gaining the enemv's first line of works. The left has' been held in
abeyance. Several hundred prisoners captured. They belong to
Longstreet's and Hoke's commands. I saw and questioned them
myself. The fight is going on actively and with no decisive results
as ;Y~t. Have heard nothin~ positive as yet from General Smith.
Prisoners think the main part of their army to be in this front.

CHAS. E. CADWALADER,
Oaptain and Aide-de-Camp.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1,1864-7.35 p. m.

Major-General WRIGHT:
Hancock will be withdrawn to-night, and will be thrown over to

your assistance, if required. I am glad to hear the good news you
send, and hope to hear of your continued success. Hancock has
repulsed an attack, and Warren is doing very well in his attack.
Sheridan, was ordered to attack on your left, between Gaines' Mill
and the Chickahominy.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
Jm~e 1,1864-8 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
Everything is now quiet, but the enemy are fortifying across the

direct road between me and the Chickahominy. I shall try to ex
tend my left to. the river to-night, but as I have not seen General
Smith since the affair of the day was over, I can't speak positively.
I will telegraph further as soon as I have seen him, and will give
further particulars of the affair to-day. I think Hancock should
be here before morning~

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 1, 1864-9 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS'
I take pl.easure in transmitting the inclosed report received frOID

General Ricketts. •
H. G. WRIGHT,

Major- General.
(InclOBure.]

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS,
June 1, 1804-7.45 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonol McMAHON,
Asst..A/Ut. Gen., Sixth Anny Corps:

I have the honor to announce the complete success of my advance
of this evening. I have driven the enemy from their works, and
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JAMES B. RICKETTS,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

now occupy them. We have taken about 500 prisoners, besides a
number of others, which were sent by mistake to General W. F.
Smith's headquarters. The prisoners belonS to Beauregard's com
mand, and McLaws' division, of Longstreet s corps. My men be
haved nobly, and though they have lost heavily are in the best of
spirits.•

[JUNE 1, 1864.-For Meade to Wright, complimenting General
Ricketts and his command, see Part I, p. 726.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-9.15 p. m.

Major-General WR1GHT:
What is the artillery firing we hear? Have you any communica

tion with Smith, and can you send him orders?
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General, Commanding.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 1, 1864-9.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The artillery you hear is part ours, part the enemy's, who is not

willing to give up what we have gained, and has attacked several
times since dark. Prisoners say that all Longstreet's corps is here,
and that the rest of the army is moving down against us in very
large force. My position is not secure. General Smith is on the Be-

o thesda Church road, connecting with my right, and I am expecting
him here every moment.

[Indorsement. ]

U. S. GRANT.
Lieutenant-Genertil.

General Hancock had better be advised to-get one division of his
corps throu~h to Wright before daylight, and the whole corps as
soon as possIble. .

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June ], 1864-10.10 p. m.

Major-General WRIGHT:
Where had I better direct Hancock to go? I should think on

your left, or would it not be better he should support you in another
attack? I do not like extending too much. It is the trouble we
have had all along of occuvying too long lines and not massing

;; .
t.... ~.:;c;~~ . - .
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H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 1, 1864-10.20 p. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 1, 1H(j4-11.25 p. m.

~nough. I should like your views before giving him orders. I
think we ought to attack as early as possible in the morning-Smith,

'yourself, and Hancock; Warren also. If we give them any time
they will dig so as t-o prevent any advance on our part. Whereas a
vigorous attack, if successful, may throw them the other side of
the Chickahominy, and may secure a crossing for us. Let me have
yaur views as soon as possible.

GEO. G. MEADE,
.Major-General.

General HUMPHREYS:
I think Hancock should come here and take position on my left

and partly in my supJ?ort. With his aid at daylight I think we
might succeed in carrymg the rest of the enemy's works, or at any
rate extending our line to the Chickahominy without scattering too
much. I shall be ready to renew the attack as soon as he is in posi
tion. He should get here before daylight, or I may lose what I
have gained.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, Ul64-10,45 p. m.

Major-General WRIGHT:
So soon as General Hancock arrives at Cold Harbor, or within

supporting distance of you, you will renew the attack on the en
emy's position. General Hancock was ordered to withdraw at dark,
but as he had his whole corps in line of battle close up to the enemy,
and has the same distance to march that you had last night, it is
not to be expected that he can reach your position by dayli~ht,
though I have no doubt he will be there by 6 or 7 in the mornmg.
He will be directed to take position with part of his forces on your
left, and to attack the enemy as promptly as possible. General
Smith will also be directed to attack at the same time.

Respectfully, yours,

I send a dispatch· for General Smith, which you will please for
ward to that officer and acknowledge receipt of this.

Major-General MEADE :
Your telegram of 10,45 has been received; also one for General

Smith, which has been forwarded to him by one of his staff officers.
H. G. WRIGHT,

J.lfajor- General.

*~ }I{,alll' to Smith, 10.50 p. m., p. 468.
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
Jun(' 1, 1~64--12.30 u.. m.

Major-GenfJral BURNSIDE:
General Meade has directed me to hold my present line.· Should

I move back I will telegraph you about Owen remaining with his
left fixed.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-1 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I am satisfied that the movement of troops on the Mechanicsville
road was only the massing of a division for the attack on Willcox's
left flank, in case we had made a general attack.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864. (Received 7 a. m.)

Major-General BURNSIDE:
In order to open road to our left and to develop the enemy's posi

tion, I have had to extend my line from your left, to move upward
of 4 miles. It is only a single line, assisted by intrenchments and
swamps, but nearly without reserves. I shall be unable to give you
any re-enforcements if you are yressed, unless I abandon my hne.
General Meade directs me to cal on you for aid in the event of my
being pressed.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-7.20 a. m.

General WILLIAMS:
Your dispatch received. t We have been feeling the enemy this

morning, and find no noticeable change. We are trying to drive
his sharpshooters out of a house with our artillery, after which we
will try to advance our skirmishers and support them strongly. Our
new line is intrenched and is quite strong, and I think we can hold
it against a force much superior to our own. General Potter reporte
noise in enemy's line last night as if artillery and wagons wert;

, moving to the rear and left.

• See Humphreys to Hancock, 12.15 a. m., p. 484.
t See Williams to Hancock, Burnside, and Warren, 6.40 a. m., p. 4:34.
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY Of THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864. (Received 10 a. m.)

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Hold your command in readiness to attack in your front. War

ren and Wright will undoubtedly be engaged soon, and it may be
necessary for you to attack to relIeve them.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

Generals CRITTENDEN, POTTER, and WILLCOX:
GENERAL: The above copy of order from General Meade is fUJ."

nished for your instruction. You will take measures accordingly.
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Has any decision been made in regard to my applica
tion for the Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers? It origInally
belonged to my command and re-enlisted as veterans in the Ninth
Corps in East Tennessee, and it seems to me proper that they should
be returned to this corps.*

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
.hme 1, 1864-3.25 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: There is no change in our front. We have pushed our
skirmish line forward until it would seem that we can go no farther.
Our line is in readiness to attack in case any demonstration is made
upon Warren or Wright. What are the indications in that direc
tion? Hancock and myself are in telegraphic communication and
can attack simultaneously if the necessity arises.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1,1864-3.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Your dispatch of 3.25 p. m. is received. Just heard from Wright.

The enemy show no disposition to attack there. Wright was 01'-

* Am"wn't} by General Seth Williams, June 2, that the regiment "has been
ordeI't'<} to reJlort to you as requested." -

•

......
• _-1S
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dered to attack them as soon as he had sufficient of his corps up. As
.vet we do not hear his attack, neither are there any indications of
an attack on Warren. The defensive is Lee's role.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.·

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-3.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
General Hancock is directed to withdraw his command to-night.

You will accordingly make such disposition of your forces as will
best conform to this arrangement and protect your right flank. Gen
eral Hancock will notify you when the last of his corps moves.

GEO. G. MEADE.
j{ajor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE P01'OMAC,
June 1,1864-7 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
We have no telegraphic communication with Hancock, and have

not learned what the firing has been. Do you know? Have you
been engaged with the enemy? The commanding general desires to
know what is going on on the right.

A. A. HUMP.HREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-7.45 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
General Warr~ reports, dated 7.15 p. m., that the enemy has

attacked his right, and General Griffin asks for re-enforcements of
two .brigades, which he was sending, and suggests that you be advised
of it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

Am I to nnderstand that Hancock is to withdraw entirely, leaving
me on the ri~ht flank of the army, or is he only withdrawing to his
old position lU rear of his present one?

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Mador-General.

L.· -...:..4....:..",~ __ •
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-8 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
In answer to the inquiry contained in your note of this date to

Major-General Humphreys, I am instructed to sar that the Second
Corps is ordered to take up a position to-night III the vicinity of
Bethesda Church. Your command will therefore be on the rIght
flank of the army. ,

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-GeneTal.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-8.15 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Please report progress, and inform me if you have received the

notification that Hancock will be withdrawn. Wright hM been suc
cessful, taking rifle-pits and prisoners.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Mador- General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Jurl£ 1, 1864-9.25 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
We were attacked by a pretty heavy force, but repulsed it. I

have just learned that General Gibbon, who is on the extreme left
of General Hancock, is withdrawing. I shall withdraw into myoId
line, which is the only way I can now see of protecting my right at
all. I have ordered all my artillery, trains, and hospitals on the south
side of the creek.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Jttne i, 1864-9.30 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
I have just telegraphed General Humphreys our situation, and the

result of the enemy's attack, which was repulsed. Our loss is very
small. The attack was not very strong. General Williams an
swered my dispatch in reference to withdrawal of Hancock, and I
have just seen one of his staff officers. I shall make dispositions for
the change. Glad of Wright's success.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June. 1, 1864-9.40 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
You were advised this afternoon, per Captain Bates, aide-de-camp,

that Hancock was ordered to withdraw at dark, and you were di
rected to make the necessary disposition to cover your right flank.

, .• I___ ...:..--. ..L!..
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I do not see, therefore, why you should be surprised at the with
drawal of Gibbon, though I must admit Hancock should have with
drawn him last. You can refuse your right flank, but the left must
remain in connection with Warren. You should endeavor to get a
reserve of movable troops to meet any attempt to turn your right
daRk.. The Totopotomoy ought to be a strong line to rest your
flank on.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Majo"r- General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
General Birney will send you a message by Captain Miller when

the last of his troops are leaving. Two divisions Kave nearly passed.
The wire is now about to close, and I am going to leave for the head
quarters of the army.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-11 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Yon will hold your command in readiness to-morrow either to

attack on your front or to move to the support of General Warren,
if required.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Major-General CRITTENDEN,
Commanding First D£1,i8ion:

GF:NERAL: You will caW'le yonr main line to be connected on
your right with General Willcox's left, and cause your line of skir
mishers on your extreme right to be advanced so B8 to connect with
the advance line of skirmishers in front of General Hartranft. You
can then, if possible, place in reserve in rear of your line, in con
nection with General Willcox, either your First or Second Brigade.
Please have these movements consummated as rapidly as possible.

Very respectfully, yours,
A. E. BURNSIDE.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, NINTH CORPS,
June 1, 1864-4.15 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

GENERAL: I have just received your request for a report of the
condition of my front. The division officer of the day is just in
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from the picket-line, and reports no change except that [it] joins
General Willcox's line on the right. I have a staff officer now on
the picket-line, and will report immediately on his return.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
T. L CRITTENDEN,

Major-General, Commanding Division.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISioN, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-7 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: The enemy seem to be about the same on my front as
last night. My line is, I think, very good and strong, and one that
I can hold against a very superior force. There was noise in the
enemy's lines during the night, as of a movement of wagons or
artillery to rear and left. I am about firing a few shots from my
rifled battery to get the range and try and get the enemy out of a
house from which they annoy me a good deal.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

Skirmishing is tolerably sharp.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864-2.30 p. ID.

Lieutenant-Colonel RICHMOND,
Assi.stant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: The skirmishers in my front have been steadily and
persistently pressed against the enemy all day, who are, I think, in
a. position that no line of skirmishers can dislodge them from. My
line is very long, three-fourths of my whole force being on it, the
remaining fourth being in reserve supporting mr batteries, &c. I
have no second line. I believe, from the best mformation I can
obtain and from personal inspection, that my line is fully one-half
of that of the whole corps, and equal to one-half of the length of the
whole line occupied by the Second Corps. A careful examination
of the enemy's position in my front is now being made, and a de
tailed report of the result will be sent in as soon as ascertained.
We know, however, that the enemy are in a strong position and
seemingly in considerable force ~n our front. This continual press
ing at thIS point seems to be a waste of force without any result,
and a good many men are being lost. I do not think I can advance
my line any without making an assault in force, and in that case I
should be properly supported.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

P. S.-I am obliged to use my artillery to some extent ~ !"~li~vf}
my skirmishers,
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HDQRS. !l'IRST BRIG., THIRD Dlv.. !JTH ARMY CORPS,
III till' Field, June 1, 1864-10 a. m.

General WILLCOX,
Connna7uling Third Dil'ision: .

GENERAL: The troops of the First Division not. moving up on
continuance of my line. the line ha.." hpen taken up by my hrigade,
80 that my left now rests on the Shady Grovll road. Tlw Kkirmi8h
line of the First Division now connects with the lpft of my main
line. I request that the First Division move up and connect its main
line with the left of my lull'. allll tllPir skirmish line be advanced OIl

the continuance of mine. I also request that the Second Brigade,
Third Division, be movpo as Hupport to my lino. Our pit-, and the
enemy's are in some places not more than 30 yarul:l apart. The line
is a good one.

I am, general, yours, most obediently,
J. F. HARTRANFT,

Colonel, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
June 1, 1864--4.05 p. m.

Major-General BURNHIDE:
GENERAL: No particular change so far to-rlay on my front in the

enemy's workH. No artillery hIlS openlld, aIHl I have sent out scouts
to ascertain whethm' thn Kuns are still in position. Colonel Hum
phrey reportl:l just now that "a small ('olumn of tlw enemy. perhaps
& small brigade, have just pass('d from Potter's front acr'oss toward
the left, crossing the farther corner of the field and into the woods
beyond." It may be a relief of the picket-line.

Very respectfully, yours,
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier-Gf'neral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864--8 a. m.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Comma1uling Division:

GENERAL: I am directed to iuform you that most of the cavalry
on our right has been detached for special service, leavin~ ouly a
thin line of cavalry pickets in that dIrection. I am. therefore, in
8tructed to say that you will throw your pickets well out on the road
leading in from the riKht. and dispOl:le your forces on the right of the
trains so as to afford the best protection alo{aiust an attack from that
quarter. You will also confer frequently with Captain Peirce', the
quartermaster in charge of the trains, so that your forcel! can be
most advantagoously disposed for the proper protection of the
wagons.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
30 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-10 a. m.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Division:

GENERAL: I am directed to inform you that the trains of the army
have been ordered to move down the river to a .{JOint which has been
indicated to Capt. L. H. Peirce, quartermaster III charge.

I am, very respectfully, your obeflient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-Genera),.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 2lij. Near Haw's Shop, Va., June 1, 1864.

• • • • • • •
2. Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, commanding Eighteenth Army Corps,

will report to and receive orders from Maj. Gen. George G. Meade,
commanding Army of the Potomac, until otherwise ordered.

• • • • • • •
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-12 m.

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH,
Commanding Eighteenth Arm.y Corps:

GENERAL: As soon as General Wright opens the road from Old
Church to Cold Harbor, you will follow him, and take position on his
right, endeavoring to hold the road from Cold Harbor to Bethesda
Church. General Wright is ordered to attack the enemy as soon as
his troops are up, and I desire you should co-operate with him and
join in the attack. The enemy have not long been in position about
Cold Harbor, and it is quite important to dislodge, and, if possible,
rout him before he can intrench himself.

Respectfully, yours,

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 1, 1864.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: All the infantry ammunition I have is upon the per
sons of my men. Will you please make some arrangement to send
me a supply immediately? At 11 o'clock this morning none of my
supply train of wagons had arrived. I have only one wag()n per
regiment, and some brigades have less. I would respectfully ask
that a supply train be sent to the White House at onCe to the quar·
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S. WILLIAMS.
A.'Jsistant Adjutant-General.

M. T. McMAHON,
Assistant Aqjutant-General.

JUNE 1, 1864-10.30 p. m.

termaster and commissary of thiH corps for supplies; forage gives
out to-night, rations to-morrow night. I have OIle regiment with
Austrian rifles, one with Spencer, and one with Sharps carbines.

Respectfully, &c.,
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding.

JUNE 1, 1864-7.15 p. m.
COMMANDING OFFICER EIGHTEENTH CORPS:

I am instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this
date in relatioIl to means of transportation for your command. The
commanding general directs that you order the chiefs of :your princi
pal staff departments to report at once in person to the chIefs of their
departments at these headquarters, and BOrne assignment will be
mooe to meet your immediate necessities. I am directed to Hodel,
however, that the means of transportation with this army has been
reduced to tho minimum allowance.. and that it is, thorofor£', of the
highest importance that you shoulo hurrr. forward your own trains
as rapidly as possible. In case of necessIty you are authorized by
the commandmg general to call upon the commander of the corps
adjacent to your own for ammunition. Headquarters are near Via's
house.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
Near Old Church, June 1, 1864-8.10 [a. m.].

Major-General SMITH,
Commanding Corps:

GENERAL: Captain Farquhar has just met General Wright, and
has shown him the order to you to take position on the right of the
Sixth Corps at New Castle. General Wright thinks there may be
some misapprehension, as he has been ordered to Cold Harbor, and
is now on hIS way there. The head of his column is at this moment
passing_Old Church.

Very respectfully, &c.,

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that my line ex
tends from the Woody house across the Bethesda Church road, par
tially along a rifle-pit occupied by the enemy when I assaulted,
the left brigade occupying a line of pits taken from the enemy to
day, making line like a very obtuse V. On the right General
Martindale is spread out in one thin line without any reserves. The
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WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

center, by General Brooks, has a partial second line, his Third Bri
gade forming a second line to General Devens, who is on myex
treme left. I have already had the honor to report my necessities
and requirenwntH for ammunition, and having now given the pres
ent condition of my situation. must leave it for the ~enel'al com
manding' to determine as to how long I can hoM this hne if vigor
ously attacked, one division being almost entirely out of ammuni
tion, and one hrigade of General Brooks having but a small supply
on hand. Fearful that the note of mine to General Meade may have
miscarried, I again state that I have OIle regimont armed with Aus
trian rifles, one with Sharps, and one with Spencer carbines. I am
entirely without forage. I have not yet been able to ascertain the
extent of my loss to day. I have to request that medical stores be
sent to my wounded, as I had left bl\fore mine had been sellt to me.

Respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, HW-!-10.50 p. m. to

Major-General SMITH :
You will make your disposition to attack to-morrow morning on

Major-General Wright's rIght, and in conjunction with that officer's
attack. This attack should be made with your whole force. and as
vigorous as possible. You will send orderlies to the tdegml'h office
at General Wright's headquarters and keep me frel!uentlyadvisell
of your operations. I have had no report of your operations this
afternoon.

GEO. G. MEADE,
JIajor- General.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
JVlt iie House, Va., June 1, 1864.

The chief quartermaster, commissary, and ordnance officer of the
Eighteenth Army Corps will at once prepare their respective trains
in accorda.nce with the within instructionH, and report the fact,
when they are in readiness, to these headquarters.

By order of Brigadier-General Ames:
CHAR A. CARLETON.

Lieutenant and Acting AS8'l:stant AdJu,tard-General.
[lnclO8U1'e.)

COLD HARBOR, June 1, 1864.

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

- - - - -- ~

It is 10.05 p. m., as quoted by Smith,* So l"l.>t·OI"tled in Meade's letters-sent book.
Part I, p. 1001.

General AMES:
The general commanding corps directs that you send our supr.lies

and wagons, amml!l1ition. forage, &c., to us as soon A.."l pOSSIble.
Send ODe of your regiments as convoy. Come on with yoU!' com
mand as soon as you can leave, as before directed. Orderly will
stay and show wagons the road.

Respectfully, &c.,
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NEW CASTLE FERRY, June 1, 1864.

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneml.

General AMES:
GENERAL: The general commanding corps directs that until fur

thor orders nothing be allowed to join us by the road on the south
side of thfl Parnunkey. You will remain in your present position at
the White House till further orders. All messengers will communi
cate with us by the road on the north side of the Pamunkey. Col
onel Gregg's cavalry has been ordered away to join General Sheridan,
so you will use the squadron of cavalry you have to picket the roads.
You will need to keep a Rharp watch. One division of cavalry is at
Cold Harbor. Two verbal metlSages to the above effect have already
been sent.

Respectfully, &c.,

W. B. BARTON,
C0101Wl Forty-eighth New Y01'k, Camdy. Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, THIRD DIVI~ION,

JUlIe 1, 1864-6.25 p. m.
Major-General SMITH :

'Vith assistance on our ri~ht and left we can hold the woods and
rifle-pits. Our center is firm.

HDQRR. CAVALRY CORPS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-1 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I atn in receipt of your dispatch'" to hold on to Cold
Harbor, and will do so if possible. I ha.ve ordered General Davies'
brigade to Col(1 Harbor. It is not a full briga(le, as some of it is at
Bethesda Church. I have boon very much weakened by the brigade
sent to White House.

Clingman's brigade was routed with Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry yes
terday, and 61 of his men captured instead of 15, as heretofore re
ported. Butler's brigade of South Carolinians was with Fitz. Lee's
di visiou, and is well represented in prisoners. The fight on the day
before yesterday was with Hampton's division and Butler's brigade.
Hampton's diVIsion was relieved early yesterday moming by Fitz.
Lee, who came from Atlee's Station.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPA, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Cold Harbor, Va., June 1, 1864-9 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of staff:

GENERAL: In obedience to your instructions I am holding Cold
Harbor. I have captured this morning more prisoners; they be-- -- ~-_.~--_. ~---------

* Not found.
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long to three different infantry brigades. The enemy assaulted the
right of my lines this morni1.lg, but were handsomely repulsed. I
have been very apprehensive, but Genera.l Wright is now coming up.
I built slight works for my men. The enemy came up to them and
were driven back. General Wright has just arrived.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Jtlajor- (Jeneral, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-9.46 a. m.

Major-General SHERIDAN,
Commanding Cavalry Corps:

GENERAL: The accompanying dispatch from General Hancock
is communicated to you for your information. The commanding
general desires that you send the purport of it to General Wilson.
It may be that the enemy knowing that General Wright has been

- , withdrawn will endeavor to interpose infantry between General
Hancock and General Wilson. General Wilson was informed last
night of the withdrawal of General Wright.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Prospect Church, Va., June 1, 1864-6 p. rn.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Most of my command were in camp at the time I
receivell Major-General Meade's note, directing me to make a recon
naissance to Sumner's (upper) Bridge, &c. The camfs were at Pars
ley's Mill, Prospect Church (a small church north 0 Cold Harbor),
and one brigade north of that point, so that it was impossible to
get the command together to make the reconnaissance before dark.
My men and horses are worn out. The men have been in the saddle
since 4 o'clock yesterday morning, and the horses without water for
the same period. I will make the reconnaissance early to-morrow
morning. I have great difficulty in finding water where I am.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
ltlajor-Oeneral, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp at Prospect Church, June 1, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I would respectfully suggest to the major-general commandin~to
send to thEl White House all the dismounted cavalry with the trams.
I learn that with the exception of Major Beaumont's command all
are in a very disorganized condition, and give no protection to the
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trains whatever. Also many dismounted cavalry from Burnsidlls
corps have, I am told, .. joined the trains. Horses are now being
received at the White House, and if these men are encamped there
measures can be taken to mount and equip them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRB. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 1, 1864-8.30 p. m..

Brigadier-General GREGG,
• Commanding Second Cavalry Division:

The major-~eneral directs that you make a. reconnaissance to
morrow mornmg with your whole division down the road that you
are now on to Sumner's (upper) Brid~e. You will be support.ed by
the First Cavalry Division, which wii~ be moved to the church near
General Davies' headquarters and farther, if necessary. The general
directs that you make your advance cautiously and with care. In
case you come in contact with infantry you will not engage it heavily,
but ascertain, if possible, its position, strength, &c.

". JAB. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVIBlON, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 1, 1864:.

Brig. Gen. H. E. DAVIES,
Com,dg. First Brigade, Second Div., Cavalry Corps:

GENERAL : You will at once report your brigade to General Tor
bert, commanding First Division, who has received instruetions from
Major-General Sheridan as to the disposition of your brigade. The
First New Jersey Cavalry will be ordered to report at daylight in the
morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

NEAR HAW'S SHOP, June 1,1864.
Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Commanding U. S. Forces, White House, Va.:
Capt. G. H. Mendell, of the Engineers, reports to you for the pur

pose of layinK out proper fortifications for the protection of our
depot a! the White House. A dash upon our supplies there is possi
ble at any time. The temptation to such a dash will be very great.
You will, therefore, please use every man within your command
who can be spared from other duties upon such works as Captain
Mendell, with your approval, may layout. Stragglers who go to
the rear may also be worked upon the fortifications under guard,
until such time as it may be convenient to return them to their com
mands. The importance of the work to be done at White House is
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such that I hope it will secure your immediate attention. General
Meade will be sending back forty pieces of artillery, to be shipped
to Washington. Such of them as you may deem it advisable to re
tain for your fortifications you are authorized to retain.

; U. S. GRANT,
Lietdenanl-General.

HEADQUARTERS SAINT MARY'S DISTRICT,
Point Lookout, Md., June 1, 1864.

Maj. R. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fort Monroe, Va.:

, MAJOR: My bearer of dispatches reports to me that the major
general commanding has the impression that I have already reeeived
authority to make raids whenever I may deem it expedient and safe.
No such general authority has been received herfl. On th~ 11th
ultimo I received permission by telegraph to assist the navy ill an
expedition to destroy torpedoes. We have now 12,000 lJriRoners,
and the guard has been re-enforced by a regiment. of infantry num
bering 700, while the Fifth New Hampshire. numbering 600, has been
replaced by the Veteran Reserves, numbering 800. Weare -greatly
in need of horses for the quartermaster's department, and of farming
implements for our contraband settlements on the Patuxent. Our
last raid was for a special purpose, which was accomplished, and
the capture of horses and cattle was incidental. This time I pur
pose to take ample transportation, and to attend solely to procuring
the needed supplies. I ask only for the requisite authority to go. I
will answer for the success of the expedition, and for the security of
the prisoners of this post. I respectfully ask that I may be author
ized to make these raIds whenever it shall appear to be expedient.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. G. DRAPER,

Colonel, Commanding Distrid.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE.
Fort Monroe, Va., June 1, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER,
Be7"'f/1,uda Hundred:

I am here with nearly 1,500 feet of pontoon bridging, and a siege
train, tools, &c., by order of General Meade, to await here further
orders. Last evemng an order of General Halleck to commanding
officer here directed all pontoon bridging to be sent to you, and I am
now sending these pontoon rafts with nearly 200 men, enough to lay
the bridge, to reach you, I trust, during the night. I am myself
uncertain by my orders whether it is wished that l should go up
with the balance of my men here-say 3QO-and my animals, wagons
for tools, and the siege material now in barges. Will you please
reply to me as early as practicable as to what you know to be in
tended, or what you desire, or deem expedient, in regard to this
material, tmins, and men?

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadi~r-General,Commanding Engineer Brigade.
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FORT MONROE, June 1, 1864.

H. BIGGS,
Lieutenant-CoWnel, &c.

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

Your dispatch received, and the boats we have shall be sent at
once and the others as they come in. But few are here. I hiwe
ordered them on Bermuda Hundred as they returned from White
House. We have three coaling.

GILLMORE'S HEADQUARTERS,
J'une 1, 1864.

General BUTLER:
General Terry's pickets on the right, Ame!~' old fnmt, have been

clrivflu back from tlwir atlvaucflcll'itlo-pits. The enemy pim'eed the
line itt several places. They still hold the woods. I have ordered
re-enforcements and intrenching tools out.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

G. WEITZEL.
Brigadier-Genercu, &c.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS.
June 1, 1864-1080. m.

Major-Generl\l GILLMORE:
The commanding general direets that you immediA.tely cause a

thorough iuspeetion of your camps to he made. and have every sand
bag. illpgally used by soldiers. to be turned in at your engineer depot.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS,
June 1, 1864-10.:30 a. m.

General Gillmore will please telegraph me a full report of the
cause of the artillery fire last night; by whose orders it was clone,
and the casualties then'from ; the number of gum~ used by the en
emy, and the cletails of what 8hould have been a most serious engage
ment to have justified the expenditure of ammunition.

BENJ. F. BUTLER.
Major-General, Commanding.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General, Cummanding.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 1, 1864.

Colonel SHAFFER,
Chief of Staff:

About 2.30 last night the enemy opened with light artillery along
their entire line on Terry's front. We replied from Battery No.3.
There was no picket-firing. We had 2 men wounded. The gun
boats fired somp, shots, but not many.
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GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 1, 1864-12.30. p. m.

Major-General GILLMORE:
The commanding general directs that all men available for detail,

not otherwise employed. be put on the new line between Batteries 3
and 6. That the men of the 20-ponnder battery build their own
epaulements at the position they were instrnet.ed to occupy.

G. WEITZEL,
. Brigadier-General.

[lndol'llement.]

JUNE 1, 1864.
Major Graef will carry out this order on the new line referred to,

callinE on General Kautz for such details as he may require. Gen
eral Terry will direct the commander of the 20-pounder battery to
construct epaulements for his guns, as directed, the object being to
aid the navy in any attack upon them by tho enemy's gun-boats.
Both works to be pushed vigorously.

. Q. A. GILLMORE,
~Major-General,Commanding.

GENERAL ORDERS, I HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No.7. f In the Field, near Halche'r's, Va., June 1. 1864.

1. Col. H. L. Abbot, First Connecticut Artillery (captain U. S.
Corps of Engineers), is hereby announced as acting chief engineer of
the line of intrenchments, and will be obeyed and respected accord
ingly.

2. First Lieut. J. M. Barnard, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Vol
unteers, is hereby announeed as acting aide-de-camp til the major
general cOlUmanding.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant AdJutant-General.

GE:-iERAL ORDERS, ~ HDQRS. FIRST DIV" TENTH ARMY CORPS.
No. 10. f in the Field, near Cm·tis', Va., June 1, 1864.

Capt. Loomis L. Langdon, First U. S. Artillery, havin~ boon re
lieved from duty, Capt. Alfred P. Rockwell, First ConnectIcut Light
Battery. is announced a."I chief of artillery, staff of the brigadier-gen
eral commanding, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:
ADRIAN TERRY,

Assistant A djutant-Ge·neral.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 34. f In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va., June 1,1864.

* * • * * * *
2. Company E, Third New York, and Company M, Third Penn

sylvania Artillery, are hereby assigned to the command of Briga
dier-General Terry. and will report to him direct.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

Oapt., 47th New Ym,k Fols., Actg. Asst. .Aajt. Gen.
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RDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
ln the llield, near ClLrti,'!', ra., June 1, 1864.

Lieut. L. H. MOWERS,
C077U1,g. Company E, Third New York ArlI7leMJ:

In accordance with instructions from corps headquarters, the posi
tion of the 2O-pounder battery will be changed under the direction
of Colonel Abbot. You will, therefore, cause t1e work on the epaule
ments to be stopped.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry: .
ADRIAN TERRY,

Assi.-ttant Adjutant-General.

READQUARTERS RINKS' DIVISION,
City Point, Va., June 1, 1864.

Maj. R. S. DAVIS,
A8st. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Virginia and North Carorina:

MAJOR: I send for the information of the major-general com
manding 1 colored refugee, who left Petersburg yeliterday, and 2
contrabands, who left Fort ClIfton yesterday evening, who repre
sent that there are but few troops in Petersburg, nearly all having
been withdrawn for the defense of Richmond. I resJ?Elctfully sug
gest to the general whether it would not be well to WIthdraw Gen
eral Wild's troops from Wilson's Wharf as soon as that position is
covered by the movements of General Grant, letting the gun-boats
hold the left bank of the river. This disposition, and the return of
Duncan's brigade, will give us about 3,600 men of this division,
which could be used for immediate operations against Petersburg.
It seems to me to be entirely rracticable to surprise and enWI' the
place with about fj,OOO men. respectfully request that the refu
gee and contrabands be returned to this post.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. W. HINKS,

Brigadier-General, Cdmmanding Division.

(Received 3.30 p. m.)JUNE 1, 1864.
General RINKS:

Captain Dollard has returned. The enemy's yedettes are back at
their former post. The right of their line yesterday was at Cox's.
There was a brigade of cavalry, a small brigade of infantry-I
should judge a regiment of infantry-a hattery and howitzers with
the cavalry. At 11 a. m. they had a lieutenant killed, a major
wounded, and 20 enlisted men killed and wounded. Citizens report
them to have said that Butler had sent a corps to Grant and was
withdrawing the rest; hence the attack here. They also said that
Lee was within 8 miles of Richmond.

AMES,
Colonel.

JUNE 1, 1864-10.20 a. m.
Colonel AMES:

Is the slashing done between you and Fort Wisconsin to uncover
your fl~nk? If not, why not?

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-Gene~'al,Commanding.
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BENJ. F. BUTLER,
·.!Jfajor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
J1l'ne 1, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel FULLER,
Chief Quartermaster, Bermud~ Hundred, "Va.:

You will send up a barge to the Spring Hill wharf, to bf' there at
6 a. m. to-morrow, capable of taking the two :lO-poullder Parrott guns
across the Appomattox.

F ARRAR'S ISLAND, JAMES RIVER,
June 1, 1864-4.30 p. m.

(Via Fort Monroe, 5.30 p. m. 2d. Received 7.20 p. m.)
Hon. GIDEON WELLES.

Senretary of thp j'hwy:
The concurrent testimony, which seems reliable, of deserters from

the rebel army and navy, and contrabands from Richmond, is that
the enemy meditate an immediate attack upon this fleet with fire
rafts, torpedo vessels, gun-boats, awl iron-clads, all of which carry
torpedoes, and that they are confident of being able to destroy the
vessels here, principally by their torpedoes. I have 1I0t lll're, and
am unable to fit torpedoes which are at all reliable. and would urge
the Department to forward me with all dispatch torpedo barges and
torpedol's. the latter with percussion fuses similar to thosE' found on
the Atlantic. 1n view of the novel attack contemplated I should
regard it Il.':l imprudent to send the Tecumseh to sea now, and would
request that one or more iron-clads be added to my force here, con
sidering the importance of this river to the armies of Generals Grant
and Butler.

S. P. LEE.
Acting Rear-Adl1iiral.

CURTIS' HOUSE, June 1, 1864-6.15 p. m.
General BUTLER:

Please order stone ballast ilOW at Bermuda wharf put in those
vessels which I sent Captain Barnes there for this p. m.

S. P. LEE.
Acting Rear-Admiral.

HEADQUARTERS.
J1tne 1, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel FULLER,
Chief Quur!,erma.Yfer, Bermuda Hundred, Va.:

Please send the bark Franklin and the five schooners, which were
brought here for the purpose of being sunk as obstructions. t.o Ad
miral Lee, giving them a tow with your tugs.

B. F. BUTLER,
M(Ljor-General, C01nnutiuling.
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B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

H. W. HALLECK,
ltfajor-General and Chief of Staff.

BERMUDA, June 1, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER:

One brig and four schooners had gone to Admiral Lee before your
dispatch was received.. Captain Barnes has been here, and has re
turned to the admiral'H ship.. Nothing further, therefore, can be
done.

FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

JUNE I, 1864-3.30 p. m.
Admiral S. P. LEE:

Your envololJo inclosing letter to French cOllflUl in Richmond,
and request for the bark and schooners for obstructions, is received.
Order!! h11."o goone out to Chief Quartermaster Fuller to send them
up at once with a tow.

WASHINGTON, June 2, 1864-2.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
The teleh'Taph line from Gloucm;tor to Wl1st Point, north of York

River, has bl~on cut, probably by tho eountry pAople. I think Gen
eral Smith should be directed to send a. small cavalry picket along
the line for its protection.

BETHESDA CHURCH, VA" June 2. IH64-7 a. m.
(Recoi ved 8,30 p. m.)

Major-GeIllmtl HALLECK,
Chi(j' of Stu.tf:

Y oster«lay aftm'Jl(,OIl an attack was ordereo to he marle on our left
at Cold Harbor by the Sixth Corps and the troops tindel' ....V. F. Smith,
Warren, Burnside, and Hancock being held in readiness to advance
in their respective fronts. Tho attack was mad.e with spirit ahout 5 p.
Ill.• continning until after (lark. resulting in our carrying the eIwmy's
works on the right of the Sixth Corps, where we still hold them,
and also the first line in front of Smith. The lattor, howlwer, is
commanded by another line in rear, which made thoso carl'iod un
tena.ble. The enemy made repf'atp1l assaults on each of the corps
not engaged in the main assault, but were repulsed with loss in every
instance. Several hundr('tl prisoners were taken, but I cannot now
say what number nor estimate ours or the enemy's casualtios. Dur
ing the night the enemy made several assaults to regain what they
had lost, but failed.

U. S. GRANT,
Lie'utenant-General,.
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WASHINGTON, June 2, 1864-9.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
Yours of 7 a. m. just received. I have nearly exhausted all my

resources of volunteers to re-enforce you; but, if you can use them
to advantage, I can send you six or eight good regiments of 100
days' militia. Many of them are anxious to go. Shall I send them?

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant.-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
June 2, 1864-2 p. m.

Major-General MEADE,
Oommanding Ar.my of the Pot.omac:

GENERAL: In view of the want of preparation for an attack this
evening, and the heat and want of energy among the men from mov
ing during the night last night, I think it advisable to postpone
assault until early to-morrow morning. All changes of posItion
already ordered should be completed to-day and a good night's rest
~ven the men preparatory to an assault at, say, 4.30 in the morn
mg.

Very respectfully,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Oommanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARHY OF THE POTOHAC,
June 2, 1864-10.25 [po m.].

[General GRANT:]
GENERAL: I send Major Roebling, of Warren's staff, who will

explain the position of affairs on the right when he left. It would
appear from Major Roebling's statement that the enemy at dark were
in force in front both of Burnside and Warren. I do not believe
they will remain in front of Burnside. I have, however, sent orders
both to Warren and Burnside that they must, at all hazards, attack
the enemy to-morrow at 4.30 a. m., and if he is not in force in their
front they must swing round to the left and follow up and attack on
Smith's right flank. In like manner, should the enemy be in great
force in their front and check them, then our attacks here ought to
prevail, and we will swing by the right and move up on Warren's
left. In order to insure energy and harmony of action, I propose to
place, with your approval, Burnside under Warren's orders.

Respectfully, yours,

BETHESDA CHURCH, VA., June 2, 1864.
Major-General MEADE,

Oommanding Army of the Potomac:
From Major Roebling's account, Ewell's corps has put itself in &.

position where it should be badly used up, if it remains until morn-
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ing. What you direct is right, though I do not know whether it
would be right to place Burnside under Warren, the latter being
junior, but I would direct him to advise with Warren, and to act in
concert with him.

U. S. GRANT,
Lietdelumt-General.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

CIRCCLAR.j HEADQuARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. June 2, 1864-2.30 p. m.

The attack ordered for 5 p. m. this day is postponed to 4.30 a. m.
to-morrow. Corps commanders will employ the interim in making
examination of the ground in their fronts, and perfecting their ar
rangements for the assault.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 186-1-7.45 a. m.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General WARREN:
The commanding general directs that you will at once have all

your ammunition wagons brought as near as practicable to your
.troops.

(Same to Hancock, Wright, Burnside, and Smith.)

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~ HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
No. 150. f .JlIne 2, lR64.

i. The wounded now with this army. and such severe cases of
sickness as the corps medical diredors may indicate, will be sent to
the White House under the general direction of the chief quarter
master and medical director of the army.

As far as practieable, empty wagons wi:l he used for this purposfJ
amI thl' trains from the several corps will rendezvous at Anderson's
on the road from the supply trains to the White House.

'1'he wounded will be supplied by their corps commanders with
the necessary medical attendants, medical supplies, and one day's
rations.

All empty wagons not required for the conveyance of the wounded
will be sent at the same time to the White House for supplies, ac
com.l;'anied by such officers as may be necessary to draw supplies
reqUIred for this army.

The commander of the Second Corps will furnish a small escort
for the trains, and the commander of the escort will report early
to-morrow t.o the chief officer of the quartermaster's department at
the general supply train at Anderson's.

. . '



·180 OPERATlON~ IN 8E. VA. AND N. O. [CBAP, liVlll.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

~. The re-enforcemellts that have joined this army nnder the com
mand of Col. L. P. Cesnola, Sixth New York Cavalry, are assigned
to duty temyorarily with the cavalry division commanded by Briga
dier-Genera Wilson.

When General Wibon's command returns within the lines of the
army, Colonel Cesnola will report at these headquarters for further
instructions.

By command of Major-General Meade:

THS. A. McPAHLIN,
Surgeon U. S, Army, Medical Directur.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
MEDICAL DIRECTOR'S OFFICE,

Camp nenr Cold H(Lrl)()r, June 2, 18G4-7 p. m.
The major-gener¥ commanding has ordered that the wounded

now with this army, and snch severe cases of sickness as ~'ou may
indieate, be sent to the White House. As far as praeticable empty
wagons will be used for this purpose. Ascertain ·from the quarter
master of your eorps how many of these he will place at your dis
posal. and inform me of the number beyond what you need avail
able for the wou1ll1ell for othm' corps. The traim; of the several
CO"lls will rendezvous at Anderson's on the road from tho supply
tram to the White House. An escort will report l'iLrly to-lUorrow to
the chief officer quartermaster'::) <lepartment at the general supply
train at Anderson's.

You will se(' that pl'oper numbor of medical otllcers. attend
ants, subsistence for one day, and medical supplies, espeeially stimu
lants, anodyne::;, dressings, and ample supply of water be fur
nished.

So far as possible, ambulances Hhoul<l not be sent beyond Ander
SOil'S, exeept as needCll for the severe ca::;es; the lighter cases will
ue transferred to any empty arlJlY wagons that may he found at
Andersou's going" dowll empty, and, of course, such wa~on8 should
be prepare<l for the reception of tho wounded. Sprmg wagons
can be sent to White House, but ambulances are espt:'cially needed
and suited for the front.

Place a suitahle mellical officpr in general ('harge of the wounded
of your COl'pS, and direct him to see that they are carried as safe and
comfortable as possible, and report on his arrival a.t White House to
Surg. E. B. Dalton, U. S. Volunteers, chief medical offieer, Army of
the Potomac, at that point, The train must be organized by to
IDOlTOW morning early.

Acknowledge receipt.

(To medical directors Second, Fifth, Sixth, Ninth, and Eight
p.fluth Corps.)

•
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-7.20 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
The condition of Geneml Smith's command is such that your in

structions of la.'lt night are so far modified as to require you to leave
a divisi0n in the vicinity of Cold Harbor to aid General Smith, in
case he should require it, and until he is supplied with ammuni
tion. I am now on my way to Sixth Corps headquarters.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The First Division of my corps arrived here at 6 o'clock, and is now

forming in rear of General Wright's left. It will be some time
before the corps is up and in position, having been considerably
opened out during the ni~ht. On consultation with General Wright
I think I-shall form on hIS left. He thinks that two divisions would
reach to the high ground, virtually controlling the ground betwoon
it and the Chickahominy. I shall admit no unnecessary delay, but
it will be several hours before my command is ready to attack. I
have about twelve regiments op picket, who did not leave till 2
this morning, and there was a good deal of straggling, owing to
extreme fatigue of the men and the dusty roads.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
M,ajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 2, 1864-8.20 a. m.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

On inquiry I find that all my ammunition wagons are with
troops and fast coming up.

my

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-8.30 a. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Pof.omac:

Your second dispatch, relative to ammunition, received. I do not
understand precisely what is meant, but all my ammunition wagons
are with my troops; none with my supply train.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

31 R R-YOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-7 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

(Copy to General Humphreys.)

Major-General HANCOCK, or
General SMITH:

The left of my line crosses the road leading from Bethesda Church
to Cold Harbor, about four-fifths of a mile west of Woody's house; it
then bears west. My right connects with General Burnside on the
Shady Grove road, and then faces south. I am extended. out in a
single line of battle, with no reserves.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-12 In.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

, I inclose you dispatch· from General Sheridan. The position of
the enemy's right that he refers to is along the mill-pond and stream
that empties into Chickahominy at or near Sumner's (upper) Bridge.
General Sheridan is ordered to leave sufficient force to picket
strongly from the left of our army down to the Chickahominy, and
to picket the crossings of the Chickahominy. The remainder of his
force he is directed to move to some point convenient for grazing
and drawing supplies.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-1.30 p. In.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Wright and Smith.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Secoml Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that the attack ordered for
this morning shall take place at 5 o'clock this afternoon. Such
examinations and arrangements as are necessary will be made imme
diately.

"

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-1.30 p. m. (Received. 2 p. In.)

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that
General Birney's division is now at your disJ><>sal.

A. A. HUMPHREYS '
Major-Gene'1YM and 'Chief of Statr.

*See Sheridan to Humphreys, June 2, p. 510.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND .ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-4 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: My headquarters are where they were to-day when
General Meade was here. I should like to have the telegraph ex
tended here.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND .ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, .
Assistant Adjutant-General:

Who had the fight to-day toward the right, and what was the re
Bult?

HANCOCK,
Major-General.

S. F. BARSTOW.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-8.30 p. m. (Received 8,45 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
When General Burnside fell back the enemy followed closely and

occupied the ground in the vicinity of the Via hou8e. There was a
lively skirmish, but the results are not known, as the telegraph was
cut by the enemy.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY. CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

General WILLIAMS:
~eneral Brecltinridge appears to occupy the right of the enemy's

linE'. We have taken prisoners from him this evening.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 2, 18fi4-2.:.30 p. m.

No attack will be made to-night under the orders previously
issued. Unless the enemy attack us, the time will be devoted to
rest. MeanwlYle commanders should have their lines in a defensi
ble condition and sufficiently closed to the enemy. Division com
manders will examine the ground well and have the proper points
of attack selected. It is very probable that an assault will be or
dered at the earliest hour to-morrow. This will be regarded as con
fidential among the division commanders.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

. .Assistalnt Aqjui(J,nt-General.
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS, '
Jnne 2, 18fi4-8.30 p. m.

The divisions of Generals Barlow and Gibhon will attack tho
enemy, at such points Oil the front of the respective divisions as the
commanllers ma.y selfwt. at -l.ao to-morrow morning (June :1). Tlu)
llivisioll of General Birnny will be in readiness to move promptly to
the support of either the First or Second Division. Headquarters of
the corps will be near Birney's division during the assault.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Oolonel and Ohief of Staff.

It is understood that the other army corps are to attack at same
time..

C. H. M.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS.
June 2, 1864-12.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER:
COLONEL: I have continued General Gibbon's line to the left of

the road by Brooke's 'brigade, and am puttin~ in Miles on his left;
swing forward my left to find the enemy's works, and rest my
left on the rigoht bank of the Chickahominy, if possible. I have
made 110 developmcllts of importance as yet.

Respectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-1.10 p. m.

Brig. Gen. F. C. BARLOW,
Oommanding First Division:

GENERAL : Your dispatch of 12.15 p. m. received. The major
general commanding instructs me to say that it is not expected that
you can reach the Chickahominy. If you should do so, however,
It is very well, but it is arranged that the cavalry shall assist in pick
etin~ tho left. The major-general commanding orders that .you
will look well to your left. as it is the critical point. Colonel Mor
gan has heen sont out to show you the position.

Your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 2, 1864-5 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER:
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that I have formed my

two largest brigades in line of battle, on the left .Of the road j and
have swung' forward the left so as to form much less than a right
angle with the road. The enemy's line of skirmishers is very strong.
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FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Their position is on a crest nearly parallel with the road and on the
right of the road, and higher and more commanding than ours.
They command our position with artillery,while we have no good posi
tions for guns, and they have been throwing canister over our hnes.
According to the report of the skirmish line and of reliable officers,
the enemy have theIr usual line of works and a line of battle. One
battle-flag is plainly visibl6. Thoy have certainly two, and possibly
more, guns. I have yressed my skirmish line 808 far forward as a
skirmish line can weI advance. I do not reach theChickahominy,
and according to the best information I am about 1 mile from it. The
division of cavalry on my left has been withdrawn and one regi
ment left, which extends my pickets to the Chickahominy. I have
two lines of battle, and shall fortify the first line. I cannot move
my line of battle farther forward. Another division on my lAft
mIght be able to swing farther around. My left is retired and I
feel secure against attack.

Respectfully,

(Indorsement.J

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded, as showing the condition of General Bar
low's position on the extreme left.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 2, 18fi4-7.50 p. In.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER :
COLONEL: Prisoners captured this evening report that two bri

gades of Breckinridge's dIvision (one of them Echols' brig-ade) oc
cupy the crest in front of my line. Colonel Miles' skirmishers drove
the ellemy from their skirmish line about two hours ago, but were
driven back by the enemy's artillery and by the fire of theil' line of
battle. The enemy's skIrmish line is qUIte active, and at times
presses ours. We have no ground in our front practicable for arti!
lerybut [what] is commanded by the enemy's guns. We have come
upon the enemy's line of battle, and it is quite close to our front.
I do not think that the cavalry on our left 801'0 any protection, and
we must rely on ourselves.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June 2, 1864-12.30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
GlllNERAL: There is only one point on my line where I think there

is any hope of a' 's1'lccessful assault. This is' in front of Colonel
Smyth, where I have two guns in position and am preparing to put
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FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-5 a. m.

two more. The enemy's position is a strong one and I do not advise
a second assault, but am willing to try again if Colonel Smyth can
be re-enforced with another good brigade; even, then I do not COll

sider the chances of success very good.
Respectfully,

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 2, 1864-2 p. m.

General BIRNEY,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say that
at about 3 o'clock you will have orders to move your division up
behind the line of Barlow and Gibbon and between the t.wo, as a.
reserve to an attack to be made at 5 o'clock.

Your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Acijutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 2, 1864-3.10 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Third Division;

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you move
your command to take position in a ravine behind Gibbon and Bar
low and between the two. 'The exact position will be indicated
shortly by a staff officer from 'these headquarters.

Your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Acijutant-Generat.

Major-General MEADE:
Major Roebling has returned. We have got General Lockwood

into position on the road to Cold Harbor and across it about 2 miles
from this place, where the road branches off to go to Walnut Grove
Church. The enemy command it with musketry and artillery, but
we have got another road throngh the woods, so th~t we can pass
directly on to Cold Harbor. The left of my line cannot be more
than a mile from Gaines' Mill and quite takes in flank that part op
posite the center. A swampy stream running into the Matadequln
heads near my left, and is so bad Major Roebling could not get
through the night his orderly's horse was drowned. The road
which branches off on my rear and comes in again at .Woody's is
believed also to be good and now open. The line I now hold is
nearly 5 Iriiles long, arid enables you to move anything securely be
hind it. With our intnmchments and artillery I believe we can
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-7 a. m.

.hold against any probable efforts of thEI enemy, but it if! too weak to
attack from the connection, and is not very AP('ure on my right. and
is not yet established 'with General Smith on my left, but I cannot
extend farther without risking being broken;

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

FIFTH CORPS SIGNAL STATION,
June 2. 1864--6.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
There is no change in enemy's position. Their sharpshooters sta

tioned in pits that they dug last night annoy our line very much.
Very respectfully,

GEO. J. CLARKE;
First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

•HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-7 a. m.

General WARREN:
General W. F. Smith, commanding Eighteenth Corps, has been

authorized to call upon you for a supply of ammunition in case of
necessity, his trains having not yet arrived.

S. WILLIAMS.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAMP, June 2,1864.
Capt. D. L. SMITH,

Chief Com.mU3sary of Subsistence, Fifth Corps:
The Eighteenth Army Corps joins this army and is without sup

plies. The major-general commanding directs that temporary relief
be given them. To effect this you are hereby ordered to supply. for
the use of this' corps from your train, some 18,000 rations-hard
bread, coffee, sugar. salt, and beef on hoof; the cattle to await the
call on you. General Ingalls is to send a train of forage, and the
wagons of supplies will aecompany it on your designating them.
Send a commIssary with them to General Smith's, and order him
to take the wagons to White House as soon as emptied, and fill up.

THOMAS WILSON,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Commissary of Subsistence.

General WARREN:
The major-general commanding directs me to say that General

Burnside 1S Ol:dered to withdraw as soon as he can do so sec,urely and
mass in rear of your right, and be prepared to rmlist jl.n .attempt of
the enemy to attack or turn it, and also to support you in any part
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

of the line you are hol(ling. The commanding general directs me
to say that the defense of the right is intrusted to General Burn
side and yourRelf, and that there should be mutual co-operution.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.-Headquarters are moving to the real' of Cold Harbor.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, .
June 2, 1864.

Major-General MEADE:
I have Richmond Examiner of yesterday. If you wish I will

send it to you.

• JUNE 2, 1864-8.20 a. m.
Major-General MEADE:

The enemy have fallen back in front of the left of my line, which
is about 1 mile west of Woody's. Two of their batteries there have
been withdrawn and their troops moving southerly. We took a few
prisoners there from Field's division.

Respectfully, .
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864-9 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to inform vou that
Smith's right does not extend beyond Woody's house, and directs
that rou close up the interval and also shorten your line by con
tractmg your right. Your front should be such that one-half your
force may be available for contingencies. You will notify General
Burnside of thiR nnd nct simultaneously with him. He will receive
orders to move so as to keep massed in the rear of your right.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.-Send the Richmond Examiner.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-9.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Cornmalldina Fifth Corps:

The majo:c--generil.I commanding directs me to say that a dispatch
just received from General Burnside indicates that he does not
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apprehend his instructions to withdraw and mass in rear of your
rIght. His instructions have been reiterated. The major-general
commanding directs that you communicate with General Burnside,
and be certain that the movements of the two COl'pH are in concert.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff•

. HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-[9.40 a. m.]

General HUMPHREYS:
The left of my line is now 1 mile in advance of Woody's, west

ward. Where is General Smith's right; in what direction and how
far from Cold Harbor?

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-9.45 a. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Your dispatch received. General Smith's I'igllt'is at Woody's.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
General Smit}1 will have no trouble in advancing his right, I

think, 1 mile west, which would of itself close the gap if he faces
west. I am making arrangements with General Burnside to effect
the movements ordered.

G. K. WARREN.

BURNSIDE'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 2, 1864.

General WARREN:
I am making arrangements as rapidly as possible to move. Will

you be kind enough to remain at your present headquarters until I
arrive there?

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Dispatch received. I will remain as requested.

G., K., WARREN,·
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2,1864-11 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
An officer in charge of pickets near the Mechanicsville road reports

the enemy moving off in force to our left.
G. K. WARREN,

MajM-General.

HEADQUARTERS .ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-11 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Ormtmanding Fifth Oorps:

The commanding general directs that you order the Twenty-ninth
Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers to report at once to Major
General Burnside, commanding Ninth Oorps, to which corps it ap
pears that this regiment formerly belonged.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS .ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
The major-general commanding wishes to know what :progress

you have made in the changes of position ordered this mormng, and
at what time you will be posted as directed.

. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH .ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-2 p. m.

General HUM;PHREYS:
Your dispatch just received. I am waiting the movement of

General Burnside's troops, who will soon take up the Hew position
for his right. I shall then have but to move down by the flank to
have my arrangements complete. General Burnside reports that as
soon as his right was withdrawn a bri~ade of the enemy passed down
the north side of the Totopotomoy. We have no cavalry there.

G. K. WARREN,
MajM-General.

JUNE 2, 1864.
General HUMPHREYS:

General Burnside tells me he has no connection with any cavalry
pickets on his right, and knows nothing about them.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

MajM-General.

.1'
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
I am instructed to inform you that the attack by Generl~ls HQn

cock, Wright, and Smith, ordered for this morning, will take place
at 5 o'elock this afternoon. Tqe commanding general directs that
General Warren co-operate by attacking in his front, and that his
available force and the corps of Major-GeneraL Burnside be held
ready to co-operate in such a manner as may be required.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Burnside.)

• HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864-4.15 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Does the commandin~general wish me to hold our right and front
with General Burnside s corps massed behind my right, or for Gen
eral Burnside to hold the right?

• HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-4.20 p. m. (Received 4.25 p. m.)

Major-Geneml WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Your dispatch received. The major-general commanding wishes
you to hold the right, amI Major-General Burnside to be massed in
rear of your right.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of t:3tajf.

JUNE 2, 1864-4.30 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
MaJor-Ueneral.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The enemy have followed up General BurnBide quite fast, and their

skirmishers have got around to the Via house and cut the telegraph
line. We a.re having now quite a brisk fight. General Burnside's
whole corps is now massed near Bethesda Church, and I had begun
to retire my right when the attack began. We are all making dis
positions for defense. Reports indicate the enemy are moving a force
from the south around to our right. I think your instructions to me
about taking up position for attack were conflicting. For me to
close in to General Smith's right, keep half my troops in reserve,
and let Burnside mass on my right would bring him to Cold Harbor
and have retired my line from the enemy. I think we will have no
trouble to hold on here, but I think we should not leave without re
storing our control of the Via house, I think, and getting hack our
-telegraph wire. This movement of the enemy stops our march for
the present.

llespectfuily,
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JUNE 2, 1864;-5.20 p. m.
Major-General WARREN:

I am on your immediate left, and am directed by Major-General
Smith to inquire if he can aid you, and, if so, how?

J. H. MARTINDALE,
Commanding Division.

FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-5.45 p. lll.

Major-General MEADE:
From putting all my information together, I believe the enemy's

line turns back toward the south, just south of this place, so as to
occupy the west side of the course of Gaines' Mill creek. Tne Sec
ond Corps, when it comes in between General Smith and mt'. will,
as it advances, shorten my line considerably. The swamps enable
me to take up my present extended position, but my advance would
be over open ground.

G. K. WARREN, .
Major-General.

JUNE 2, 1864-6 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Majo-r-General.

General MEADE:
We have taken :prisoners from Johnson's division, of Ewell, who

say their whole dIvision advanced. General Burnside. who is on
my right along the road to Linney's, is making dispositions, I be
lieve, to attack a force reported to be ~oving toward Linney's along
the Shady Grove road. I think it will be easy to stop any move
ment of that kind, if it is made. In regard to the contemplated
attack to-morrow morning I would like to have some little further
consultation, but the wire was cut just as we received a dispatch for
Burnside to retire behind my right. I think we will find bad
swamps and a large pond in our way moving west from Woodr's
house, and moving from my present position south the enemy's lll

trenchments and clear fields in their front.
Respectfully,

P. B.-The enemy have got a battery on the Shady Grove road.
now.

H~DQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO,
June 2, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Your dispatches of 4.30 and (j p. m. are received. The major-gen

e~'al commanding directs me to say that it is necessary that you should
connect with General Smith in the best manner that the ground
admits of. It is not perceived that your instructions to connect
with General Smith at Woody's and to shorten ,your front takeH
your right flank, as formed by these instructions, away from the
enemy, or that Burnside's corps will be brought to Cold Harbor by

... -----
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

JUNE 2, 1864.

G. K: WARREN;
Major- General.

forming in rear Qf your right, to meet an attempt to tUlm your flank.
It was supposed this would bring your right near to Bethesda
Church. It was expected that General Burnside would attack the
enemy upon his making his appelLrance near the Via house, for the
enemy's presence there is an attempt to turn yoUI' flank, which he
(General Burnside) was placed on your flank to meet. General
Smith will be directed to extend a regiment or two on the road from
Woody's to Bethesda Church to meet your extension. The major
general commanding expects you to attack in the morning at the
hour appointed.

JUNE 2, 1864.
Major-General MEADE:

I think General Burnside did not succeed in driving the enemy off
the Shady Grove road. I remained in position this afternoon and
covered their withdrawal but got pretty badly handled myself in
consequence. General Burnside, at my suggestion, had gone into •
position to cover my withdrawal, but the attack of the enemy came
on too soon. General Burnside sent out Potter on the right to out-
flank them on their way toward Linney's, but he accomplished noth-
ing, and his troops holding them in front did nothing either. I
suppose the enemy will hardly' stay where he is till morning. I
hardly know what you would like to have us do under the circum
stances. The enemy now have the breast-works we built when we
had our fight night before last and we hold their position.

. 'G. K. WARREN, I

MaJor- General.

General HUMPHREYS:
I sent Major Roebling to explain our position here at dark. My

orders during the day required me to connect with General Smith;
that extended my left one division front to reach Woody's, where
you said his right was, and I had to take my right division away to
do it. The enemy followed up and attacked it as I did so. My
orders directed me to have half my forces in hand for contingencies;
that required me to withdraw another division and a half, but I W8.l:l
not allowed by the enemy to do it. Had these things been done my
right would have been thrown so far away from where it now is
that General Burnside, to mass in rear of it, would have had to come
down to Cold Harbor to get out of the swamp. Your very last dis
patch before the wire was cut was explicitly that I should hold the
front and right, and let Burnside be free to be used anywhere. I
will do the best I can when morning comes. If the enemy is where
he was this evening I shall have to fight him here, for I cannot well
withdraw to another position. If he has retired I will close in at
once with General Smith. My connection with him now is quite
complete.

Respectfully,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. June 2, 1864.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps: ,

Your dispat.ch, by Major Roebling, has been received. Major
Roebling has ex~lallled the conditions exist.in~on the right. Your
connection by skIrmish line with General SmIth, together with the
two regiments sent by General Smith, appear to be sufficient-to cover
communication by the road from Woody's to Bethesda Church, a
connection considered sufficient for the present by the major-general
commanding.

The commanding general directs me to say that it does not appear
probable that the force confronting Burnside will be found there in
the morning, but be that as it may, he directs that the enemy in
your front and that of Burnside be attacked in the morning at 4.30
o'clock by your troops and those of ~umside in such manner and
by such combinations of the two corps as may, in both your judg
ments, be deemed best. If the enemy should appear to be in strong
est force on our left, and your attack should m consequence prove
successful, you will follow it up, closing in upon them toward our
left. If, on the contrary, the attack on the left should be success
ful, it will be followed up, moving toward our right. Harmony and
co-operation on the part of General Burnside and yourself are ear
nestly enjoined.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
.Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Similar orders are sent to General Burnside. General Wilson, re
enforced by 3,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry from Port Royal, is
ordered to move from Hanover Court-House by way of Haw's Shop
and attack the enemy's rear and flank.

A. A. H.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864.

General WARREN:
The commanding general directs that ;you issue the necessary in

structions to carry into effect the followmg order.
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 26. f Bethesda Church, Va., June 2, 1864.

1. Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood is hereby relieved from duty with
the Fifth Corps, Army of the Potomac, and will proceed to Balti
more, Md., and await further orders, reporting by letter to the Adju
tant-General of the Army.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
, T. S.BOWERS,

!. I J Assistant Adjutant-General.
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A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
A'J.'lisfrmt Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTE~S FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 18f>4.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS FurTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 131. June 2, 1864.

1. By direction of the general commanding Army of the Potomoo
Brigadier-General Lockwood is hereby relieved from command of
the Second DiviRion. and williepurt in person at the headquarters of
Lieutenant-General Grant, commander-in-chief.

2.. Bri~. Gen. S. W. Crawford is assigned to the command of the
Second Division, and will at once relieve General Lockwood.

3. The troops remaining in the old Third Division since the mus
tering out of the organization of the Pennsylvania Reserve Corps
are transferred to the Second Division.

By command of Major-General Warren :
. A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant AdjUtant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-4 a.. m. •

[General GRIFFIN:]
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you have

flankers well out on your left, and see that the enemy does not get
around there before you know it.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HDQRS. FIRST BRIG., ~'IRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

General GRIFFIN:
The officer in charge of our picket-line reports the enemy moving

in heavy force to our left.
R. B. AYRES,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUART:l:RS FIP'TH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-5 a. m.

[General GRIFFIN:]
GENERAL: General Warren directs me to inform you that General

Lockwood has been found, and his division is in position on our ex
treme left.

A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
Assistant. Adjutant-General.

[General GRIFFIN:]
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that if any of

your troops are in the rear, or at all scattered from your command,
you will bring them up close to your line. The orders to move to
the left will shortly be sent to you.

',' A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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BETHESDA1 June [2], 1864-10.15 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General, C01nmanding.

General GRIFFIN:
General Burnside is going to withdraw his line so as to have his

right rest neal' Bethesda Church, throwing back his flank. As soon
as his troops have taken up their position I shall withdraw your
division to the left, so you must have your things pushed up and all
ready for the change of position. I ,l?resume it will take until near
noon before he is ready for you to wlthdraw. I will send you word
when he is in position here. .

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

General GRIFFIN:
• GENERAL: General Warren desires that as soon as your command
is ready to move out you report at these headquarters with your
staff. He wishes to make some arrangements with you in regard to
the movement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjld.ant-General.

CRAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864-7.30 a. In.

[General WARREN:]
GENERAL: If you think best I will move the Second Brigade over

in rear' of the other two brigades of the division. I think that the
Ninth Corps can take care of itself.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN.
Commanding First Division :

GENERAL: General Warren directs me to say that your suggestion
in regard to massing the Second Brigade meets his approval, and
that you can do as you propose.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Aqjutant-General.

JUNE 2, 1864-8.30 a. In.

General CRAWFORD:
Let the skirmishers of Colonel Bates' bIigade move forward to the

farther edge of the woods in which they now are. The same with
the right half of the skirmishers of the Maryland Brigade. The line
of battle of the left half of the Maryland Brigade should be moved
forward 200 yards to the fence where Major Faehtz's skirmishers
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G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

are. The Maryland Brigade should throw some skirmishers into
the tall black pines on their left, where there are a few of the
enemy's sharpshooters, and feel whether the enemy is there in any
strengt;h.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS SBCOND DIVISION, FIlI'TH CORPS,
June 2, 1864-9 a. m.

[General WARREN:]
GENERAL: The skirmishers of Bates' brigade were pushed out to

the car of the woods at daylight. The line of l>attle was at
Faehtz s fence and is again being placed there. The skirmishers
from the Maryland Brigade are ordered into the tall pines. I am
about to relieve the skirmishers from this division who are in front
of the artillery on my right. Will you please order those troops to
throw out a line to replace them?

"ery respectfully,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.

HBADQUARTERS SBCOND DIVISION, FIlI'TH CORPS,
J'I.IIne 2, 1864.

[General WARREN:]
_ GENERAL: I now occuPy the enemy's advan~ pits near the outer
extremity of the dense 'pmes on the left of the Maryland Brigade.
The enemy is in force m the heavy timber in front of the present
picket-line, having a battery in position in the c~p of the woods.
We connect on the left of the picket-line with the Eighteenth Army
Corps.

"ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.
Please send Captain Monteith as soon as possible.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
J'I.IIne 2, 1864-11 a. m

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Army Corps:

My cavalry have reached Sumner's (upper) Bridge; find it de
stroyed. The enemy's cavalry on OPPOSIte side. They are in strong
force in fr~)Jlt and in the position which I marked on the map sent
you by staff officer, Captain Parsons. A regiment of cavalry of
mine IS working down on your left flank, and will connect with you,
advance with you, and give you information. General Gregg's
division is also working np from Sunmer's Bridge to connect with
yon.

"ery respectfully,

32 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HDQRS. THIRD BRIG., FIRST DIV., SIXTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

Capt. HENRY R. DALTON,
Assist-ant Adjutant-General:

CAPTAIN: Captain Lincoln, commanding Sixth Maine, reports that
the enemy have moved up a force of about two brigades to our left,
'and are throwing' up breast-works on each side of a white house, the
works facing the road and running nearly east and west.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON CLARK,

Lieutentant-Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

The corps will attack the enemy at 5 p. m. to-day. Division com
manders will take measures acCQrdingly, and make such examination
of their respective fronts as they may find to be necessary.

By command of Major-General Wright:
M. T. McMAHON,

Assi$tant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

ORDERS.] HEADQU ARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864

The attack ordered for 5 J? m. to-day is postponed until 4.30 a. m.
to-morrow. In the mean time the necessary arrangements will be
perfected.

By command of Major-General Wright:
M. T. McMAHON,

Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: I did not get into my camp until after daylight, l:}lld was

,!aiting for connectio~ by telegraph before reportin·~.. In the mean
time Colonel Platt arrIved, and has returned to you w'Ith all necessary
information. Our fight last night was more serious than I reported,
but the attack was handsomely repulsed. Prisoners taken this morn
ing show that A. P. Hill is in front of our right in an intrenched
position, about where I indicated to the general commanding yester
day. In what respect is General Warren's position changed since
yesterday morning? Where are his headquarters?

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-.General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-6 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
What is your position this morning, and what part of your force

is available to operate elsewhere? Reply at once.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.
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HEADQUAHrERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-7.46 a. m.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The major-general commanding directs that you with9rawas BOOn

as you can do so securely, and mass in rear of the right of General
Warren, and be prepared to resist an attempt of the enemy to attack
or turn his right flank, and also to support General Warren in any
part of the line he is holding upon his requiring it. The command
lll~ general directs me to say that the defense of the right of the line
is mtrusted to yourself and General Warren, and that there should be
mutual co-o~ration. Establish your headquarters as near to Gen-"
eral Warren s as you can. Notify the cavalry picketing on your
right.

• HEADQUAHTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-7 a. m.

General BURNSIDE:
In order to open roads to our left and to develop the enemy's p0

sition I have had to extend my line from your left upward of 4, miles.
It is onl:y a single line assisted by intrenchments and swamps, and
nearly Wlthout reserves. I shall be unable to give you any re
enforcements if you are pressed .unless I abandon my line. Gen
eral Meade directs me to call upon you for aid in the event of my
being pressed.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.
(Copy to General Humphreys.)

HEADQUARTERS ARHY OF THE POTOHAC,
June 2, 1864-9.15 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE :
General Warren is ordered to close the interval between himself

and General Smith, about 1 mile1 and also to contract his line so as
to hold one half his force availaole. The commanding general di
rects that you move simultaneously with General Warren so as to
keep massed in rear of his right, preJ?ared to lilUpport General War
ren and meet any attempt to turn nls right flank, or for any other
contingency.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

•

JUNE 2, 1864-9.30 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE:

I have just received orders to extend my line to the left 80 as to
connect Wlth General Smith, and to shorten it by withdrawing my
right so as to have half my forces available for contingencies. This

-
- -~. /.~ .... _. -
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change to he made simultaneous with your closing iu this way.
This I think will require you to bring your right as far this way as
Bethesda Church~where there is a good position, and give your bat
teries a fine opportunity to cover your right flank and rear. As

. soon as you are ready to make these changes I am. Major Morton
'had better come in advance and select the position for your right.

My line of intrenchments will serve for your front. When all is
ready we can move together. I send you a dispatch just received.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

[HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864.]

, .

I

General MEADE,
Commanding the Army of the Potomac:

Your dispatch received. If we are to hold the present line we
have not a single available man for other work. Our right rests ou
the Totopotomoy, just beyond the Whitlock house, and our left con
nects with Warren. We still hold the extreme advance of yesterday
by a heavy skirmish line; the main line is a single line. Colonel
Platt has a sketch. .

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-9.30 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

Your dispatch received respectiug not having an available man if
you hold your present line. Instructions were sent you this. morn
mg requiring you to withdraw from your [osition as soon as you
could do so with security, and hold yoursel massed in rear of the
right of General Warren, ready to meet any attempt to turn his
right, or to support General Warren if he required support. At 9
a.. m. additional orders were sent you informing you that General
Warren was ordered to close the interval between him and General
Smith, nearly 1 mile, and also to contract his line, and 'ou were
directed to move so as to keep massed in rear of the right 0 General
Warren.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Corey's, June 2, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I commenced the withdrawal this forenoon in accord
ance with orders, and succeeded in getting two divisions on the right
and rear of General Warren; but as the third was coming in it was
attacked by a pretty heavy force of A. P. Hill's corps. The attack
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was repulsed, and we succeeded in getting all the trains and hospi
tals to the rear, as well as the troops and artillery in position.
After this, some two or three strong attacks were made, all of
which were repulsed. It is certain that all of Hill's corps was here,
and a part, if not all, of Ewell's. We have taken several prisoners
from Hill's corJ>S, and some from Johnson's division, of Ewell's corps,
who say that Johnson's division was pretty well wiped out by Han
cock's attack the other day.

Our men are all in good spirits, and I hope we will be able to
carry out the orders of the commanding general for to-morrow
morning. The main body of the enemy's forces which attacked are
on the Shady Grove road. I have just this moment heard from
General Wilson, who tells me that he has received no orders until
those received through one of my messengerR. I inclose his dis
patch, and hope to be in communication with him before morning.
General Warren has communicated to )T0U fully as to our relative
positions, and will probably receive orders from you during the
night. My headquarters will be at this place for to-night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
A. E. BURNSIDE,

MaJor- Gene·raJ,•

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-10.45 a. m.

,.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

We have not been able to communicate with the cavalry. Some
distant firing is heard to our right; it is {>ossible that they may be
engaged in that direction; they are certamly not within a short dis
tance from us. I have no cavalry, but will continue to endeavor to
communicate with them by means of orderlies. A force of the
enemy, probably only a bri~ade, has crossed to the north side of the
Totopotomoy and are pressmg back our skirmishers on that side of
the river, evidently with a VIew to ascertaining our position. We
are preparing to withdraw to the rear of Warren's rIght, but may
have to move carefully in case they should attempt to follow.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
MaJor- General.

JUNE 2, 1864.

•,
Major-General BURNSIDE:

General Warren asks if the crossing of that brigade is known at
headquarters, and if our cavalry are on the right. He says nothing
has occurred to hasten his own moveml'nts. He awaits yours.

CRAS. G. LORING,
Lietde'lUJ,nt-Colonel.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-12 m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Dispatches were received from General Wilson, dated last even

ing, from beyond Hanover Court-House. He was ordered this
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morning, upon the accomplishment of the dut, of destroying the
two railroads, to withdraw and cover the right 0 the army from the
vicinity of Bethesda Church to the Pamunkey. He engaged. the
enemy yesterday and expected to meet him agam to-day.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2,1864-11 a. m.

General INGALLS.
Chief Qua;rl.ermaster, Army of the Potomac :

It would seem that the movement we are ordered to make this morn
ing in connection with General Warren would uncover the wagon
trains at Old Church and NewCastle Ferry, and they have probably
been ordered to some other :point. If such a change has oeen or is
to be made, will you kindly l!1form me of their destination, as I de
sire to send to the train to-day. Will a train go to White House
to-day P

.A. Eo BURNSIDE,
Mador- General.

HEADQuARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-12.30 p. m.

General MEADE
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

I am anxiously awaiting a reply to my-last dispatch before coun
termanding the order to occupy the orIginal line. Where is Gen
eral Ferrero's command, and is there any cavalry force on my right?

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE :
The major-general commanding wishes to know what :(>rogress

you have made in the change of positions ordered this mormng, and
at what time you will be posted as directed.

A. A. HUMPHREYS
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-2 p. m.

General- HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

All our hospitals, ammunition trains, surplus artillery, and cais
80ns are out of the way, and the troo{>s are also well under way. It
is more than likely that we will be In position in two hours and
perhaps less. We have not yet been able to communicate with the
cavalry. I have a party now out for that pm'pose.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

•• - I

.~_I
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The commanding general directs that as soon as rour supply

wagons come up from the White House you draw and Issue to your
troops two days' rp.tions, which will make four days' on the persons
of the men from to-morrow morning.

S. WILLIAMS,
Asmtant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIulY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-.

General INGALLS,
Chief Quartermaster, Army of the PotMnac:

Will the baggage and general trains of the army be parked at
Anderson's; if not, where will they be?

. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The supply trains are moving to-day to Anderson's, on the route

to White House, where they will be parked. I presumed General
Williams had notified you. A train will leave for White House
to-day and will probably leave or pass Anderson's early to-morrow.
The empty wagons must take in wounded.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac.

HEADQuARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOHAC,
June 2, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Your several dispatches but just now received. The major-~eneral

commanding directs me to reply that General Ferrero is WIth the
trains between Old Ohurch and New Oastle. There is onll a small
cavalry force on your right covering that flank, the rest 0 Wilson's
division being occupied in destroying the railroad, &c. General
Hancock was in communication with the cavalry on the right,
which is pushed along the Hanover Oourt-Honse road. In respect
to your changin~ the position of your troops, the commanding gen
eral will not limit you further than to direct that you do not change
the left of yonr line where it connects with General Warren. Other
wise make the best disposition of your troops that, in your judgment,
the ground admits.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff·
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-9.30 a. m.

The general commanding directs that you hold your command in
readiness to move at a moment's notice, making the preparations at
once. Send one of your staff officers to explore the roads and lanes
through the woods to your rear, so that they may be able to guide
the troops without delay, and report to these headquarters when you
are ready to move.

By command of Major-General Burnside:
D. R. LARNED,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-GeneTal.

•

(To GeneralEl Crittenden, Potter, and Willcox.)

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel RIC RMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: The enemy has moved a force, seemingly not more than
a bri~ade, around my right, crossing the Totopotomoy. They are
seemmgly now lying in the woods in the rear of WashlDgton Jones'
house, feeling about with their skirmishers and scouts, apparently
to ascertain the disposition of our force. I have a line of skirmish
ers north of the Totopotomoy, swinging around toward the Jones
house. I can find nothing of the cavalr:y, but considerable distant
firing has been heard to the right. My hne of skirmishers is in the
position of my main line last night. My command is in readiness to
move at any time. The enemy are feeling my line of skirmishers a
little now.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-GeneTal.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-12.15 a. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Major-General SMITH:
• Your dispatch of 11 [10.501 p. m. yesterday is received. Every

effort will be made to send you ammunition and medical supplies.
By borrowing from other corps, arrangements can also be made by
your chief quartermaster and commissary to obtain rations and
forage.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-12.15 a. m.

Major-General SMITH
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps:

I have seen Generals Grant and Meade. The latter has ordered a
supply of ammunition to be sent you to-night. General Meade also

---~
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F. U. FARQUHAR,
Captain, Engineers.

said that if you would send your quartermaster and commissary to
report at these headquarters, efforts will be made to supply you with
ratious and forage.

HBADQUARTER8,
June 2, 1864. (Received 1.20 a. m.)

Major-Geueral MEADB,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GBNBRAL: I have the honor to inform you that I think my line
perfectly indefensible without more troops. I have been obliged to
take the only brigade in reserve to fill up a gapIn my lines.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

HBADQUARTERS,
June 2, 1864. (Received 2.20 a. m.)

General S. WILLIAMS, Assistant AdJutant-General:
GENERAL: All my chiefs of departments, excepting engineers and

signal corps, are at White House, hurrying forward supplies to me.
They will return as soon as all that I have left behind IS forwarded.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTBRS EIGHTBENTH CORPS,
June 2,1864.*

Major-General MBAD:Jl:,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

Your order for an attack in the morning is received. I have
endeavored to represent to you my condition. In the present con
dition of my line an attack by me would be simply preposterous;
not only tliat, but an attack on the part of tlie enemy of any
vigor would probably carl'Y_ my lines more than half their length.
I have called on General Wright for about 100,000 rounds of am
munition, and have asked it to-night. Deserters report the enemy
massing on my right for an attack early in the morning.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTBRB ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-2.30 a. m. (Received 2.40 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH, Commanding Corps
(Through General Wright's headquarters) :
Your dispatch of 2.20 a. m. received. The major-general com

manding dIrects me to reply that he has done everything in his
power to have a supply of ammunition sent to you at the earliest
possible moment.

A. A. HUMPHREYS
Major-General and Chief of Staff.------------• June 1, as given by Smith. See Part I, p.l00l.
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Oom'TrU£nding.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-7.30 a. m.

Major-General SMITH:
I have given direction by which I hope all your wants, particu

larly ammunition, will be supplied this mornin~. In the mean time
I have directed General Hancock to leave a divIsion in your vicin
ity to aid you in case of necessity, and until you get anImunition.
After that you must dispose your forces so as to take care of your
own command, as Hancock's troops are required elsewhere.

Respectfully,

General MEADE:
Fearful that you should misunderstand the strength of my com

mand, I deem it my duty to inform you that I think I have barely
9,000 men all told with me this morning. There are many strag
glers from the command, and yesterday one brigade was badly cut
and demoralized in the assault on the rifle-pits. My ammunition
has not come, and two brigades with hardly any ammunition are in
the front trying to hold the works taken from the enemy by assault
yesterday in the woods.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864•

.Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH :
GENERAL: Your two regiments will be ordered back at once. The

ordnance officer of the corps will be directed to furnish the ammu
nition you require, and will send the wagons up at once to the vicin
ity of Cold Harbor. Can you direct your ordnance officer to com
municate with Captain Stevens, ordnance officer of the corps? Our
ammunition train is on the road to Old Church, about 1 mile back
from Cold Harbor.

Very respectfully, your obedient servf}nt,
H. G. WRIGHT,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTDNTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

General MEADE
Oom'TrU£nding Army of the Potomac: .

General Abercrombie has arrived at White House and directed
General Ames to remain there till he relieves him. Does this meet
with the approbation of General Grant? In compliance with his
orders, I have ordered General Ames to report with his command
on the arrival of General Abercrombie, and shall require him to
exer.ute this order unless General Grant directs otherwise.

WM. F. SMITH,
MO(jor-General.

,



Csu. XLVIII.] CORRESPONDJo;NCJ<; Jo.'TC.-UNION. 507

HBADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 2, 1864-7.45 p. m. (Received 8 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you extend a regi
ment or two along the road from Woody's to Bethesda Church, t.o
meet the extension of General Warren's left toward you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Genera], and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that resterday at 4.30 p. m.
the Eighteenth Corps assaulted the enemy-'s hnes in front and car
ried them at all pomts. The Third DiVIsion, under the command
of Brig. Gen. Charles Devens, consisting of brigades of Colonel
Drake and Colonel Barton, charged across an open field, 1,250 yards
in width, swept by a cross-fire of the enemy's artillery, carried the
edge of the wOods, and drove the enemy from their intrenchments,
which were protected by slashings and entanglements, taking some
250 prisoners, which in the haste of the moment were sent to the
headquarters Sixth Corps. The division of General Ricketts, com
ing up on the left, aided General Devens in holdiJlg the pits so gal
lantly taken. A veryfew minutes after Colonel Henry, command
ing Third Brig~de, First Division, Eighteenth Corps, charged the
enemy's lines on the right of my front, and after a short but severe
struggle carried them, but was unable to hold them, owing to the
fact that a redoubt of the enemy behind his rifle-pits completely
commanded (Colonel Henry's rosltion) them. General Martmdale,
with his division, consisting a two brigades, except two regiments,
which before the attack hlld been sent to the assistance of General
Wright, held the right flank during the movement, and at the par
tial success of Colonel Hell1'Y was ordered to sweep down in rear of
the rifle-pits, which he either held or commanded. Darkness coming
on before he could make the necessary changes in his lines, I was
forced to countermand the order, and our lines were drawn back to
the position indicated to you in my dispatch of last night. The
brigades of Colonel Barton and Colonel Henry held their portion of
the line with scarcely any ammunition until nearly 7 o'clock this
morning, when the troops received a fresh sU:tlPly by the kindness
of General Wright. I cannot commend too hIghly to the notice of
the commanding general the conduct of Colonel Drake, who fell
severely wounded leading the advanced line of General Devens, and
Colonel Barton, who led the supporting line and 80 gallantly held
what Colonel Drake had taken. .

Respectfully, &c.,
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding.

. - - ,
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N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

General BROOKS:
Some officers from General Devens' front report the enemy mass

ing on our left flank, and two pieces of artillery posted. General
Neill has been ordered to relieve Devens, and Devens will form in
rear of you.

Respectfully, &c.,

[HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864.]

Brig. Gen. W. T. H. BROOKS, Oomdg. First Division:
GENERAL: You will form your column on the left bank of the

ravine, and make a direct assault upon the work, provided there be
space enough to operate between General Martindale's column and
the troops of Sixth Corps. Should this not be the case, you will be
ordered to co-operate wIth General Martindale on the right bank of
the ravine. The necessity of keeping out a heavy line of skirmish
ers and flankers is particularly Impressed upon you. Should any
artillery position be found useful, Captain Elder will furnish the
artillery when you call upon him. You will give instructions to
your. ordnance officer to procure such ammunition as you may re
quire, which will be promptly brought up during the fight. The
instructions concerning artillery position, &c., skirmishers and
flankers, will apply to both. General Bmoks will not move till he
ascertains if there' be room between General Martindale and right
of Sixth Corps to operate. General Martindale will remain in his
present positIOn, with lines extended, till further orders.

By command of Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith:
N. BOWEN,

Assist.ant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. H. MARTINDALE, Oomdg. Second Division:
GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you form your

command to-night, and move at 4.30 a. m. to-morrow down the
ravine on the left of the present position of Colonel Henry. You
will endeavor to get in rear of and capture the batteI'¥ which now
enfilades the rifle-pits taken yesterday. You will move m column of
division, closed en masse, preceded by a heavy skirmish line and
flankers on right flank. Should the ravine be found impracticable
on account of natural obstacles, or be so strongly fortified as to pre
clude the chances of gaining it by assault, you will form your com
mand on the right bank of the ravine with a development of front
dictated by circumstances and the character of the ground, and
assault the enemy's works at the nearest :point. Should the assault
be successful, the attack will be pushed till some strong command
ing position is gained.

By command of Maj. Gen. William F. Smith:
N. BOWEN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

__ lI!__
" II

I
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 2, 1864.

General DEVENS,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: General Neill's division, of the Sixth Corps, has been
ordered to relieve your division. As fast as he relieves your line
you will foim in line in rear of General Brooks, so far back of the
edge of the woods and between it and the road as to be entirely out
of artillery fire. Please report when formed in this new line.

Respectfully, &c.,
N. BOWEN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

General AMES:
GENERAL: The general commanding desires you to send forward

as soon as possible all wagons, sUPI>lies, ambulances, &c., and beef
cattle on the hoof, belongin~ to this command. You will please
jo1n us, with all troops of thIS corps, as soon as you can leave the
White House, according to your first orders from General Smith.

Respectfully, &c.,
N. BOWEN,'

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Field report U. S. Jibrces, White Hause, Va.

Infantry. cavalry. Total.

Troope.
---- ---;-.·--1--,--,--

I ~ j ~ I
General and !ltalr . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 4. . . . .. .. . . . .. . .
Band . .. ~ 11 11

3d New York Volunteers, Capt. A. A. Mann..... 14 240...... 14 lJ40
117th New York Volunteers, Vol. A. White...... 29 615...... 29 615
142d New York Volunteers, Col. N. M. CurtIs....... 118 43ll...... .. 2ll 43ll

4th New Hampshire Volunteers, Col. L. Bell ill 400. . . . .. 116 493
lr.th PenW~~~~ia Voluntee~ Col. H. R. GI1fIII. 1182 4S8...... 18 ~1
38th """"""" Volunteers.. 221 12 ...
1st M.lnnllllOta Volunteers (detachment) 6 161...... 6 161

58th Ma8sachll8ettll Volunteers (detachment)............. 8 411 3 411
l!Iith New York cavalry (detachment) 6 166 6 156
9fth New York Cavalry (detachment) . llil 22
18th Pennsylvania cavalry. . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 17.. . .. . 1'1>

-------------
Tota1 .. .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . .. .. 140 2,667 6 IllCi 142 2,862

Attached. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . 6 42 6 42

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
White House Landing, Va., June 2, 1864.

A. AMES,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

The Fourth Infantry, U. S. Army, and One hundred and thirty
second Ohio Volunteers are not included in this report, having been
ordered to report direct to Brig. Gen. J. J. Abercrombie, command
ing post.
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P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAV. CORPS, ARMY OF POTOMAC, June 2, 1864
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: I have the honor to state, for the information of the gen

eral commanding, that my advance is at Sumner's (upper) Brid~e.
Find the bridge destroyed; the enemy's cavalry on the oppOSIte
side in some force. There are two parallel roads leading to the
bridge; between these roads the enemy are strongly intrenched with
artillery in position. The enemy have a small pond and swamp on
their left. I have directed General Gregg to try and work around
it and join on to General Wright's left. My pICkets connect with
General Wright's left flank and extend out on some parallel road,
crossing the country to the east of Cold Harbor and General
Wright's left. .

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Dr. Price's, 2 Miles from Hanover Court-House,

June 2, 1864-10 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Since sending Captain Whitaker of my staff, to soo
you, I have examined my positIOn more carefuIiy, a sketch of which
I send herewith. I am satisfied the line is too long for me to hold

. in case of any decided attack by' the cavalry force known to be on
this flank of the army. My pOSItion is strong and the troops well in
hand, but the connection between me and the rlght of the army is
necessarily very weak. I have prisoners from Youn~'s and Cham·
bliss' brigades of cavalry, Johnson's Maryland BattalIon, and Hun
ton's hrigade of infantry. Chambliss is said to be posted on the
Hanover Court-House and Richmond road ; Young on the Ashland
road. Colonel McIntosh thinks at least three brigades were engaged
with him yesterday. The prisoners report that the cavalry troops
are mostly posted about Atlee's. Pickett's division was at Ashland
dar before yesterday.

have dIrected Colonel Chapman, commanding Second Bri~e,
to establish a courier-line on the shortest route to the right 01 the
army. The destruction of the South Anna bridges is complete. We
have also damaged the roads all that was possible with the means at
my disposal. In order to reach the bridges over Little River a couple
of regiments mi&,ht be sent by Taylor's Ford and Chesterfield. I

-will send them If 'ou wish It. I will send through the regular
channels a report 0 casualties. Our loss, however, will not be large
for the amount of fighting we have done since crossing Crump's
Creek. I have just received information from Colonel Harhaus,
Second New York, on picket at Hanover Court-House, that column of
re-enforcements-eavalry, infantry-from the north is just arriving
at Hanover Court-House, having crossed the Pamunkeyat Taylor's.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

P. S.-I was compelled to leave 30 or 40 wounded at .Ashland-2
officers-for the lack of ambulances. Would it be proper to senda flag
of truce, with a train of ambulances, for permission to bring !hem in P

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

. .
•,"-._'oL.~ __
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3 D CAVALRY DIVISION,
June 2, 1864.

J. H. WILSON,
Brig. OM'L
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HDQRB. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-5 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Ohief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: In the absence of orders, I shall move as soon as Col
onel Cesnola.'s command shall have passed through my lines to
Crump's Creek, or beyond, so as to re-establish communication with
the right of the army.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Oommanding Division.

HEADQUARTERS,
White HOUBe, June 2, 1864.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

P. S.-I have a force of 6,057 men, 762 of which are three-months'
men, 720 Invalid Battalion, 200 dismounted cavalry, 226 mounted
men, leaving about 4,300 who will be sent forward guarding trains.

Major-General HALLEOK,
Ohief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report my anival here on the 1st
instant, when I found General Ames' brigade, of the Eighteenth
Corps d'Arm6e, and whom I relieved to-day. I albO found instruc
tions from General Grant to re~ain such troops as I might deem
necessary [for the defense] of the depot until the engineers, who
reported to me to daY,l;Ould throw up such earth-works as were
nOOded for the safety of the sup-plies, &0. Owing, however, t.o the
want of intrenching tools but lIttle has yet been done. The tele
graph operator thinks he will have the line in working order some
time to-morrow. I presume you have been apprised the rails have
been taken up and the ties destroyed between West Point and the
Chickahominy. There are over 600 rebel prisoners at this place,
but no blanks to enroll them. Heavy firing in front until dark all
day.

GENERAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS,
No.6. f White House, Va., June 2, 1864.

The undersigned assumes command of all the troops at this place
and vicinity. All communications will be addressed to Capt. R. L.
Orr, acting assistant adjutant-general. General Ames' command
will remain at White House until relieved.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Oommanding.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Oamp off Fortress Monroe, Va., June 2, 1864-10.40 a.. m.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjut.ant-General, Army of the Potomac:

SIR: As I have not received any reply as yet to the telegrams I
have sent you from Washington and this place, I of course upder
stand (if they have been received) ~t the action I have taken has

~-



-
Clw>. XLVUI.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.-UNION. 513

been approved. Yet fearing that these telegrams mar have mis
carried or been delayed, I herewith report a~ain in writmg; as I am
still waiting orders, according to your orders In duplicate of 27th and
'28th ultimo. The first received at about 11 p. m. of the 27th,z was
at once aCted u:{lon and my men set to worK during the nignt to
make up the brIdge rafts and barges and steamers called for from
the quartermaster's department, as, according to my first reply of
6 a. m. of 28th (copy of which I Inclose).· I judged that I ought to
take the special material ordpred in April. As soon ~ barges were
received, the loading of this material commenced, and by cont.inuing
the work through the whole of the night of the 28th, we were ready
before noon of the next day, at which time with the limited steamers
obtained from the quartermaster's department we started for this
place. The men with the barges of special material arrived here
about noon and near midnight of the 30th, and the pontoon rafts,
which had to layover each night, about 1 to 2 a. m. June 1. .

I reported immediately on arriving, as per copy of telegram dated
30th ultimo at 11 p. m. t On the 31st at near sunset a telegram to
commanding officer here 'Was received from General Halleck, of
which copyt and indorsement of General Butler's assistant adjutant
general are incloStld, also copy of my telegramt to you, sent up York
River, in relation to this. As I have not been certain that this tele
gram of General Halleck's was known to you, I have been greatly
embarrassed to decide whether you would have wished all my men
and the sJ>ecial material to go also without your direct order. I
have complied literally with General Halleck's order, and sent the
bridges and men to lay them u.p to General Butler, and have been

-on the point of taking everythIng else up for fear that might be
what was desired, and I have even telegraphed General Butler, as
per copy inclosed,t to ask for information on the subject, [sic] though
sent at 9 a. m. yesterday. My best judgment from the reports here
of operations lead me to the convictIOn that you may be as likely to
need these men and material up the York as up the James River,
and that it is my duty to await your orders here with my transpor
tation, unless an imperative call should reach me from General
Butler.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. BENHAM,

Brigadier-General, c.ommanding.

FLAG-SHIP AGAW All,
Farrar's Island, June 2, 1864. (Received 11 a. m. 5th.)

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
&cretary of the Navy;

No change in the naval situation, except that I have received here
from General Butler the vessels he had provided at City Point as
part of his plan of campaign for obstructing James River.

S. P. LEE,
. Acting Rear-Admiral.

*See Benham to Williams, May 28, p. 274.
t Ante, pp. 366, 416, 472.
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GENERAl.. BUTLER'S HEADQUARTims,
JU'ne· 2, 1864-2.30 p. m. (Received 10.30 p. m.)

Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

, I forward, for the information of the War Department, an extract
of a letter dated Charleston, May 6, 1864, taken from the dead body
of Col. O. M. Dantzler, Twenty-second South Carolina Regiment,
who was killed in an attack upon our lines this morning, and whose
dead ~dy is in our hands:. .

No news. All very quiet here. We are very short-handed now. The Twentieth
was ~itivelyordered, and was ready to go, but the order was cOWltermanded,
and It is now the only infantry left nearer Charleston than Savannah. If we are
allowed to remain quiet, all this is well enough, but if we should be attacked by
any of the apyroaches to the city, I fear the consequences. The contingency is too
gloomy to think about.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, June 2, 1864.

Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, •
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron:

ADMffiAL : Your communication, dated June 2,* in regard to the
obstructions, is received. The five vessels sent up were procured
by my order for the purpose of being used as obstructions to the
river, if, in the judgment of the naval commander, they: would add
to the security of his fleet. I have no difficulty as to the point at
which we desire to secure the river. It is the right of my line, near
Curtis' house, at the ravine, but whether the river shall be secured
by obstructions or by the vessels, or a disposition of your obstruc
tions, or of the vessels of your navy, neither myself nor my engineers
have any right to feel ourselves confident to give an opinion. The
vessels are wholly at your service, but upon your judgment and not
mine must rest their use.

In accordance with your r~uest, as I informed your officer, I will
visit you this afternoon and designate the spot we- desire to 'be held,
but whether by means of obstructions or by your ships, or by both
combined, must be solely for you to determme. While I know you
would not undertake to give directions to my engineers as to the
situation of our earth-works on land, so we ought not to presume to
advise you as to your means of defending the water. I have not
consulted the War Department upon the question whether I should
procure these obstructions. I suppose that was fairly within my
discretion, and I venture resJ>ectfully to add that the question
whether you should use them IS entirely within yours. The Navy
Department cannot know the urgencies as you know them, and I am
certain must leave that question to the good judgment of the rear-
admiral commanding the fleet. .

I am aware of the delicacy naval gentlemen feel in depending
upon anything but their ships in a contest with the enemy, and if it
was a contest with the enemy's ships alone, I certainly would not
advise the obstructions, even at the great risk of losing the river;
but in a contest against such unchristian modes of warfare as fire-

*See p. 44, Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, Deoember 0, 1864.

." ,I-.:: ~- ..
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JUNE 2, 1864-7 p. m.

BERMUDA., June 2, 1864.

JUNE 2, 1864-10.30 a. m.

BERMUDA., June 2, ]864.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2, 1864-7.58 a. m.

•
rafts and torpedQ-boats, I think all questions of delicacy'should be
waived by the paramount consideration of protection for the lives
of the men and the safety of the very valuab1e vessels of the squad
ron. Pardon me if I have overstepped any line of duty or courtesy
in the latter suggestion.

I have the honor to be, very respectful1:y, your obedient servant,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel FULLER:
How long will it take Captain Ainsworth and all the men you can

spare to put 60 tons of ballast in each of the obstruction vessels?
Answer by telegraph.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Comm.anding.

Major-General BUTLER:
I have had all hands at work during the night digging stones. I

have a sufficient-amount for three schooners ready. I sent two tugs
at 3 o'clock this a. m. up the river after the schooners. They have
not yet returned; the admiral must have detained them.

/'- GEO. S. DODGE,
Captain and Assista·nt Quartermaster.

LieuteRant-Colonel FULLER;
Have six coils of the telegraph wire at Bermuda Hundred sent to

Colonel Ames ~t Spring Hill at once.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General BUTLER:
The tug Van Vliet has gone to Colonel Ames at Spring Hill with

six coils of telegraph wire, as ordered.
C. E. FULLER,

Lie·utenant-Colonel and Quartermaster.

General BUTLER,
Commanding :

General Terry's pickets on the right, Ames' old front, have been
driven back from their advanced rifle-pits. The enemy pierced the
line in several places. They still hold the woods. I have ordered
re-enforcementB and intrenching tools out.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.
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JUNE 2, 1864-8.30 a. m.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

General GILLMORE:
What force drove in your picket-line, and forced it in several

places? Digging rifle-pits for the enemy to occupy does not seem
to be the most pleasant work. Send in any prisoners or refugees
you have.

HEADQuARTBRS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 2,1864-8.40 a. m. (Received 9.10 a. m.)

Major-General BUTLER,
Commanding:

Your dispatch was received just as I was going out. The attack
made by Colonel Dantzler, to which your dispatch refers, was a
trifling affair and easily repulsed. I presume the prisoners ~k~n
there knew nothing of any operation, except the one in which they
were en~aged. That took place on General Terry's extreme left.
His entIre line was attacked on the right by a close line of skir
mishers, elbow to elbow, support(~<1 by a line of battle. I have lost 10
officers and probably 200 men in killed, wounded, and missing. All
this 1088 was on Terry's right and not near Colonel Dantzler's attack.
The information given by the prisoners is not at all reliable, except
for one point. I take the reports of my officers on the right as to
what they saw rather than those of men haIfa mile distant.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

GILLMORE'S,
June 2, 1864-8.45 a. m.

General BUTLER:
General Terry reports a heavy force in his front, but does not

give numbers. We have taken some prisoners and lost some of
Seventh Connecticut. I yesterday ordered General Kautz to re
place the }>istols in his command by muskets. Are there any on
hand near here?

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

JUNE 2, 1864-9.10 a. m.
General GILLMORE:

Dispatch received. Mordecai reports 120 rifles, which he wiU fur
nish Kautz. If the woods are occupied in heavy force by the
enemy, a. vigorous shelling might do injury_ to them.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

•

- ~ .... -
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BATTERY No.3, June 2, 186~9 a. m.
Major-General BUTLER:

Colonel Dandy, general officer of the day, reports that the enemy's
line of battle is close to our pickets in my center. He says that
they appear to be bringing up additional trooI>s and artillery. My
pickets are back to the forks of the road, after losing heavily.

A. H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General.

[Ind01'8eJllent.l

P. S.-Copy to General Gillmore.
~. F. B.

PICKET-LINE, June 2, 1864.
[Capt.. ADRIAN TERRY:]

The enemy's line of battle is in the road in the woods this side of
our ritle-pits, and Captain Hill reports him massing near the right
center. My line is posted as skirmishers, with reserves on this edge
of the woods. I have vedettes out. We also have the reserve rifle-

- . pits near the headquarters of general officer of the day. The rebels
are in considerable force in front, and the cars come and go con
stantly. I have directed the forces, if pressed in force, to fall back

. slowly.
G. B. DANDY,

Col. One hundredth New York, General 0J.ficer of the Day.

BATTERY No.3, June 2, 1864.
Col. G. B. DANDY,

General Officer of the Day ..
You will immediately throw up rifle-pits on the line you now

hold. Colonel Plaisted has been ordered to send you sUP'ports. A
wagon load of shovels will be sent to the forks of the road for you.

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry:
A. TERRY,

Assi.~tant Adjutant-General.

BATTERY No.3, June 2, 1864-9.15 a. m.
Major-General GILLMORE:

I have already examined into the falling back of pickets in front
of No.4. Their flank was turned and a very large part of the men
on their right were killed and captured. I think It was a choice
between capture or retreat. The fatigue parties have been ordered
out. Those for the redan in front of No. 1 will bear their arms and
constitute the garrison for the work. The redan in front of No. 3
is garrisoned by three companies of tho Sixty-seventh Ohio and 40
men of the Seventh Connecticut, with orders to hold it. I cannot
agree with you that the men yield too easily. The attack was in

,

:.--i~~~~~-- -
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A. H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

force. The Seventh Connecticut have lost probably 150 in killed,
wounded, and prisoners, a.mon~ them 5 officers. The Eleventh
Maine have lost 3 officers, includmg Colonel Spofford, wounded.

Very respec.tfully, .

P. S.-The rifle-pits in front of No.4 are partly held by us and
partly by the enemy. I have given orders to endeavor to edge up
from the left and getthe whole line.

A.H.T.

[Indorsement.]

Respectfully forwarded to General Butler.
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
June 2, 1864.

Major-General GILLMORE:
I have examined a half dozen of these prisoners. There was no

charge made by anybody but the picket-line. One very intelligent
Pole informs me that Colonel Dantzler, who was killed, said, "Boys,
they are evacuating; we will go in and have some fun," and they
charged to find out, in order, they said, to understand why we did
not reply to the shelling last night. There are no tr()()ps massed in
our front. There is the line only, weakly defended. Four brigades
left there three nights ago, and Evans' brigade, a portion of whom
made this charge, were sent from the left to hold their place, they
proposing to hold their ri~ht by means of Fort Clifton. I have
ordered over all of Duncan s brigade from Sprin~ Hill.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

GILLMORE'S,
June 2, 1864.

Major DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

In answer to telegram I have the honor to report 98 officers and
2,437 enlisted men present for duty in the colored regiments under
my command. Of this number 30 officers and 617 men belong to
the colored cavalry.

Very respectfully,

GILLMORE'S, June 2, 1864-11 p. m.
Major-General BUTLER:

I have the honor to forward the following dispatch just received.
Q. A. GILLMORE,

. MaJor- General.
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ALF. H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General.

ED. W. SMITH,
Lieutenant-Col<mel and Assistant AdJutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, TENTH CORPS,
In the Field, June 2, 1864-10 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel SMITH,
Assistam Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: I regret to report that the enemy have again broken
into our I>icket-line near the angle of the woods. I have ordered 150
additional men and hope to retake the position. My force is 'Very
weak for the great amount of duty which it is called upon to per
form. The number of men required for the picket-line and redans
is so great as to seriously weaken the defense of the intrenchments.
I therefore most earnestly request that the Sixty-second Ohio Volun
teers, which has been absent from my command nearly a month,
may be returned to me.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALF. H. TERRY,

Brigadier- General, Cammanding;

BATTERY No.3, June 2, 1864-9.40 a. m.
Admiral S. P. LEE:

Will you be so kind as to shell on the direction of the range]losts,
giving such elevation to your guns as will carry the shot well over
the farthest woods?

A. H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General.

BATTERY No.3, June 2, 1864-2 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE:

Colonel Plimpton has advanced his men and occupied the rifle-pits
in the woodsL he is getting possession of the unoccupied ones in the
open field. .tie has about a dozen prisoners. The enemy opened
furiously on No. :3 with guns from four points. We replied from 3,
4, and 5; shut them up.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, June 2, 1864-10.45 p. m.

Brig. Gen. A. H. TERRY,
Commanding First Division:

GENERAL : Your dispatch of 10 p. m. is received and will be for
warded to the major-general commanding the department. Major
General Gillmore deems it important that the position be regained,
and directs that if you are again forced a garrison be placed in the
new redoubt in front of Battery No. 1.

Respectfully, &c.,

,-
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SPECIAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 35. f In the Fieul, near Hatcher'.~, Va., June 2,1864.

So much of Special Orders, No. 34, current series, from these head
quarters, as assigns Company M, Third Pennsylvania. Artillery, to
the command of Brigadier-General Terry is revoked. Company M
'will report to Colonel Abbot, as before.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

Capt., 47th New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

JUNE 2, 1864-6.20 a. m.

A. TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

- , Colonel HOWELL:
The whole of Colonel Hawley's picket-line is driven in and some

of them taken. You must caution your pickets to look out lest their
left be turned. .

By order of Brigadier-General Terry :

(Same to Colonel Plaisted.)

BATTERY No.4, June 2, 1864.
Col. J. B. HOWELL,

Commanding First Brig[ide :
You will immediately detail from the Sixty-seventh Ohio Volun-.

teers four companies, of not less than 150 men, to be j>08ted as a gar
rison in the redan in front of Battery No.3, under the command of
Major Butler, who will for this purpose be relieved from the com
mand of the invalid depa.rtment. These men will constitute the
perma.nent garrison of the work;,. with orders to defend it to the last.
That portion of the Seventh lJonnecticut Volunteers now in the
work will be ordered back to their regiment by Major Butler. The
garrison will immediately yroceed to complete and strengthen the
work. Another officer wil be detailed to comIl}and the invalids by
you.

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry:
A. TERRY,

Assistant Adjtdant-General.

BATTERY No.3, June 2, 1864-9.05 a. m.
Colonel PLAISTED :

Have every man who can by any possibility walk or stand np to
the breast-works sent to the intrenchments forthwith.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALF. H. TERRY,

Brigadier-General.

--~-
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HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Point of Rocks, Va., June 2, 1864.

CITY POINT, VA., June 2, 1864-12.30 a. m.

BATTERY No.3, June 2, 1864-9.16 a. m.
Colonel PLAISTED :

You will immediately send the fatigue parties ordered for this
morning to the points at which they were ordered to report. Those
who go to the rooan in front of Battery No.1 will be the garrison
for that work, and will hold it to the last.

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry :
. ADRIAN TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. FmST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., June 2, 1864-11 p. m.

(Received 11.27 p. m.)
Col. H. M. PLAISTED,

Commanding Third Brigade: .
The brigadier-general commanding directs that your battalion of

sharpshooters occupy the redan in front of Battery No. 1 at once,
instead. of waiting until daybreak, as directed in Special Orders, No.
30, paragraph 2, of this date.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Col. F. B. POND,
Commanding Brigade :

COLONEL: The brigadier-g('neral commanding directs me to say
that the infantry force performing outpost duty beyond the cause-.
way should consist of one company and a half, of not less than 50
men, with their complement of officers. The number required on
the mill road on the right of the line may consist of one company
of white troops and one company of colored troops; the white troops
performing the picket duty. This graud guard will be regularly
mounted hereafter at 6 p. m., and be inspected by the field officer of
the day. Replace the company of Wisconsin regiment doing duty
at commissary's wharf by the same number of men with 1 officer
from convalescent camp.

Very respectfully, your obedient servan~
r. A. DAVIS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

General BUTLER:
Have y()u ordered General Wild to Bend men to report to me?

General Wild has sent Colonel Holman with 1,200 men to report to
me, with the intention of going to Petersburg, as he says, pursu
ant to orders from me, which orders I never issued. I fear it is a
ruse to weaken Powhatan. Shall I send him back immediately P I
have received no orders !IDd made no preparations.

HINKS,
General.
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JUNB 2, 1864-1 a. m.
General HINKS :

I havA ordered some of Wild's men, what can be spared, to Spring
Hill with a purpose. You need not send them back. Send them to
Spring Hill, ana let them remain on board the boats till morning
light, and then further orders will be given. I thought you were
notified of the bringing up of the men. It is a mistake you were
not. Grant's movements may change ~ plan.

B. F. BUTLER.
Major-General, Commanding.

General HINKS:
Please come here immediately.

JUNE 2, 1864.
(Received 9.30 a. m.)

I want to see you. Answer.
B. F. BUTLER,

Majo'r-Gene'l'al.

OITY POINT, June 2, 1864-10 a. in.

S. A. OARTER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

JUNE 2, 1864-:-9.50 a. m.
OFFICER IN COMMAND AT SPRING. HILL:

Send the men of Wild's brigade on board their boats at once, to
go to commissary wharf, near Point of Rocks, there to disembark
and await orders.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, C01nmanding.

General BUTLER:
General Hinks left here two hours ago with the intention of call

ing upon you.

OOBB'S HILL SIGNAL STATION, VA.,
June 2, 1864-10.45 a. m.

General BUTLER:
Order received. Boat will leave in half an hour.

AMES,
Colonel.

SPRING HILL SIGNAL STATION, VA.,
June 2, 1864-11.30 a. m.

General BUTLER:
The boats with the troops under Colonel Holman have left Spring

Hill wharf for the Point of Rocks.
AMES,

Oolonel.

.,

'. -
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HEADQUARTERS,
June 2, 1864.

JUNE 2, 1864.
(Received 8.45 a. m.)

Brigadier-General HurKs,
Commanding at City Point, Va.:

You will allow the troops from Wild's brigade to disembark at
Spring Hill, refresh and rest themselves. The same boat may bring
over a portion of one of the regiments of Colollel Duncan's brigade,
80 as to reunite his regiments.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

General HINKS :
I have no boat this forenoon. I sent General Wild all my small

boats. Will make a change with you as soon as they return.
DODGE,

Captain.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., June 2, 1864.

Capt. MELANCTON SMITH,
Senior Nhval O:fJWer, Sounds of North Carolina:

CAPTAIN: Your last letter concerning the information you had re
ceived of the evacuation of Plymouth [is received]. I have no force
that I could make use of at Plymouth, and to reoccupy that place in
the present state of my command would be only to liold a'bait to be
grasped at any time. I would like to do something more than" hold
on here," but you are aware, I suspect, that every man that could be
possibly spared was sent to General Butler. I lllclose a letter to a
Miss Jones, at Edenton. This lady wishes very much to get to the
Catholic Institution at Mount De Sales, and I have promised
her friends at the North to do everything I could for her. If she
can be taken on board of one of the gun-boats and sent here I would
feel very much obliged. I have thought very strongly of occupying
Edenton just as soon as I can feel that I have the force to do it. Do
you not thihk that better than to reoccupy Plymouth? I am anxious
to hear whether Captain Lee has been able to accomplish anything
with his torpedoes.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. C., June 2, 1864.

CmmG. OFFICER CONFD. FORCES, LITTLE WASHINGTON, N. C.:
. SIR: I have been informed that many persons, principally women

and children, in and about Little Washington, are in a suffering and
destitute condition, owing principally to the burning of their houses
and property in the recent unfortunate conflagration. If these
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people are permitted to come here they will be provid~ for, and
I send a steamer for the purpose of bringing all who de~jre to come.
Should more desire or be permitted to come than can be accommo
dated at this time other vessels will be sent for them., and in this
case I would like to be informed where they ·will be assembled and
the time at which it would be advisable to send. I hope that this
effort to relieve the necessities of these poor people, who are in no
way resl?onsible for the present unfortunate war, will be met in the
spirit it IS made.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harb(Y1', Va., June 3, 1864-2 p. m.

(Received 7.55 a. m. 4th.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,

Chief of Staff:
We assaulted at 4.30 o'clock this morning, driving the enemy within

his intrenchments at all points, but without gaining any decisive
advantage. Our troops now occupy a position close to the enemy,
some places within 50 yards, and are intrenching. Our loss was not
severe, nor do I suppose the enemy to have lost heavily. We cap
tured over 300 prisoners, mostly from Breckinridge's command.

o U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenam-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harbor, Va., June 3, 1864-3 p. m.

(Received 8 a. m. 4th.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,

Chief of Staff:
In view of the time it would take to get orders to New Orleans,

and to transport troops from there here, I do not think it advisable
to bring the Nineteenth Corps to this field. Since Banks' disaster
too, all the troops in the Trans-Mississippi division may be required
there. If there are any surIllus troops west they could be advan
tageously used against Mobile, as suggested in Sherman's dispatch
of May 30. Please so order. Let Reynolds or Franklin command
the expedition. The sixty pontoon-boats coming from New.York
with what we have here and at Fort Monroe will be sufficient.

U. S. GRANT, 0

Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864. (Received 5.15 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
General Barlow reports that he has enemy's works with colors

and guns. I am at General Wright's headquarters.
GEO. G. MEADE,

MaJ(Y1'-General.

,
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HEADQUARTBRS SIXTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864-5.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
Hancock reports Barlow could not hold the works carried, but has

retired a short distance, and is about attacking again. Colors ad
vancing and near the works. Heavy firing in Smith's front, but no
report of progress from either him or Wright. .

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864-6.30 a. m.

No reports from

[Incl0BlU'tl No.1.]

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
I send dispatch from Hancock and reply.

Wright and Smith.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-6 a. m.

General MEADE:
My First and Second Divisions have both been engaged. The men

are very clbse to the enemy, under a crest, but soom unable to carry
it. Birney is occupying the advanced line of works vacated by
First and Second Divisions in moving to the assault. The com
manders of First and Second Divisions do not think they can use
more troops than their own with any great certainty of success. I
shall await your orders, but express the opinion that if the first dash
in an assault fails, other attempts are not apt to succeed better.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

[InciOllUl'll No. ll.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-6.35 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK :
- Your dispatch received. You will make the attack and support

it well, so that in the event of being successful, the advantage
gained can be held. If unsuccessful report at once.

GEO. G. MEADE f

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
June 3, 1864-7 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
Rep<>rts from Wright announce some progress. His advance occu

pies a line of the enemy's pits-I presume their skirmish line. He
reports the Ei8:~~eenth Corps having occupied the same line, but
retiring. His (wright's) line is pushing on. No report from Smith.
I sent you one from Hancock, reporting he was about attempting
another assault, written before my order to him to do so had reached
him. I should be glad to have your views as to the continuance of
these attacks, if unsuccessful.

. GEO. G. MEADE,
Mador- General.

. ...:: ..
.'_..:ii~~.... '-
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NEAR COLD HARBOR, June 3, 1864-7 a. In.
Major-General MEADE,

Commanding A.rmy of the Potomac:
The moment it becomes certain that an assault cannot succeed,

suspend the offensivel but when one does succeed push it vigorously, .
and if necessary pile III troops at the successful point from wherever •
they'can, be taken. I shall go to where you are in the course of an
hour.

U. S. GRANT,
Lietdenant-General.

COLD HARBOlh June 3, 1864-12.30 p. m.
Major-General MEADE,

Commanding Army Of the Potomac:
The opinion of corps commanders not being sanguine of success

.in case an assault is ordered, you may direct a susT)ension of farther
advance for the present. Hold our most advanced positions, and
strengthen them. Whilst on the defensive, our line may be con
tracted from the right, if practicable. Reconnaissances should be
made in front of every corps, and advances made to advantageous
positions by re~llar approaches. To aid the expedition under Gen
eral Hunter it IS necessary that we should detain all the army now
with Lee until the former gets well on his way to Lynchburg. To
do this effectually it will be better to keep the enemy out of the in
trenchments of Richmond than to have them go back there. Wright
and Hancock should be ready to assault in case the enemy should
break through General SmIth's lines, and all should be ready to
resist an assault.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieut6nant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, IM4-5,45 p. m .

.Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
Commanding:

GENERAL: The telegrams you return were sent from here by me,
so that you need not return them. Warren was re-enforced by Bir
ney, and posted him on his left, where he now is, forming connec
tion between Smith and Warren. I have notified Warren there are
no other troops to send him, and that he and Burnside must contract
their lines to-night. Everything is apparently quiet along the lines.
We hold all our advanced positions, and are intrenching. To-night
Hancock will establish batteries, and we will begin all along the
lines, digging up to the enemy's works. I have sent out officers to
each of the corps and to the hospitals to endeavor to form some
estimate of the casualties to-day. '

Respectfully,
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General, Commanding.
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GEO. G. MEA'DE,
MajO'f'-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
, June 3, 1864-9.25 p. m.

Lieutenant-Gl:lneral GRANT:
Do you think it worth while to do anything about the'York River

Railroad in the way of bringing locomotives and cars? If the
weather continues ~Ood we can haul, but if we have rain, and are
detained on the Chlckahominy, we shall be embarrassed with bad,
detestably bad, roads.

Respectfully,

[IDdonemeut.)

I think I will not order cars for the York River Railroad just yet.
The wagons now at White House will give us supplies to about the
15th, and before that I hope our base will be changed to the James
River. I

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
J'U7te 3, 1864.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Might not two or more Coehorns be well used in front
of Barlow to-night? '

Respectfully,
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

GEO. G. MEADE,
MajO'f'-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. June 3, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
Commanding :

GENERAL The Coehorns have been in position and in use all the
afternoon in Hancock's front.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
June 3, 1864-9 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GBNERAL: The whole number of prisoners received to-day is 287,
of whom 1o! are officer~ viz, from Second Corps, 2251. Fifth Corps,
24; Ninth Corps, 38. .None are in from General W . .If. Smith, who
is understood to have some. Their examination shows that to-day
Ewell held their left... Longstreet next, Breckinridge next, with a
new division of four t>rigades on their right, and that the greater

• part of A. P. Hill's corps was in reserve near the right. A rebel

_f~_,··
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,
officer, formerly from Philadelphia and known to Colonel Collis, in a
conversation WIth him confirmed this disposition of their troops, and
says that it was understood that Lee would attack us here. In repll
to your inquiries we suppose that Pickett added to General Lee s
strength from 7,000 to 8,000 men; Breckinridge from 3,000 to 4,000
men. We know of Beauregard's having twelve brigades in frant of
General Butler, of which the four spoken of above as making the
division in the enemy's right to-day are a part. One of them, Mar
tin's (North Carolina) brigade is estimated by us from examination to
be 3,500 strong. The other brigades making that division are Ha
good's (South Carolina), Evans' (South Carolina), "and Clingman's
(North Carolina).

The deserter from the rebel signal corps spoke of the cessation of
all business in Richmond; of the closing of stores, shops, schools,
and the Government departments, that all the men might be spared..
He says that heavy guns were sent out of the city on Monday,
whether to the works or to General Lee, he does not know; that

I some large ware and store houses along the canal are believed to hoIn
the Government reserve supplies of bacon. Knows Of none of flour,
but thinks there mnst be such; that during General Butler's holding
the Petersburg railroad rations were at times omitted, but since
they have possession of the railroad again rations are regular and a
little larger than before May 4. He thinks the Government ord
nance stores are also in buildings along the canal; does not know
whether the Tredegar works are closed or not. Government declines
to pay any but sick and wounded soldiers in the new currency, in
whICh he knows that on Monday flour was sold at e250 per barrel.

Respectfully,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,

Colonel, &c.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1~64.

Surg. T. A. MCPARLIN, U. S. Army,
Medical Director, Army of the Potomac:

Telegram received. We have record of 1,276 wounded received in
our corps hospital to-day. We sent away 768 in three ambulances
and eighty-five army wagons, which were all we had at our disposal.
We have 704 wounded and 189 sick still in hospital. Our number
of wounded will be still further increased by the action to-night i
how many cannot be told at this hour. The chief quartermaster ot
corps re~rts that all the empty wagons at his disposal were sent
away to-day loaded with our wounded. He estimates that perhaps
a dozen ammunition wagons will be empty to-night. We have 144
ambulances present; their horses pretty well worn out with hard
work.

A. N. DOUGHERTY,
Surgeon, U. S. Army, Medical Director, Second Corps.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-1.30 p. m.

For the present all further offensive operations will be suspended.
Corps commanders will at once intrench the positions they now

. "---



CRAP. nVIll.] CORRESPONDENCE, F:fC.-UNION. 529

hold, including their advanced positions, and will cause reconnais
sances to be made with a view to moving against the enemy's works
by regular approaches from the advanced positions now held.
Should the enemy assume the offensive and succeed in breaking
through any point of our line, the corps"commanders nearest to the
assaulted point will throw their whole 10rce upon the enemy's col
umn makmg the attack.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.]

- ,

(To corps commanders.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-6.30 p. m.

The commanding general directs you to report the condition of
affairs in your front, and what it is practicable to do to-morrow.
Acknowledge receipt.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

SPECIA.L ORDERS, l
"No. 151. f
• •

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
_ June 3, 1864.

• • • • •

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

2. The tl'OOPS receutly brought to this army under the command
of Colonel Cesnola, Fourth New York Cavalry, are distributed as
follows: The mounted cavalry to the Cavalry Corps' the dis
fnounted cavalry to the command of Colonel Gould, with the general
supply trains neal' Anderson's; the Fifty-seventh New York Volun
teers Will rejoin the Second Army Corps; the provisional brigade of
infantry, under command of Colonel Cavins, and the detachments
of uniformed stragglers will be sent to-night via Old Church to the
provost-marshal-general at these headquarters for distribution. The
led horses with the command will be turned over to the Cavalry
Corps.

By command of Major-General Meade:

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-Gene,.al.

HDQRS. SECOND CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-6.30 a. m.

General MEADE:
Colonel Smyth, of General Gibbon's command, is making another

attempt to carry the enemy's works in his front. General Barlow's
line supports hIm.

34 R B-VOL :XXXVI, PT ill



General MEADE:
General Gibbon is making temporary intrenchments to trr and

hold his advanced position, but expresses the opinion that it IS not
tenable. The result of my attack thus far is the capture of from 300
to 400 prisoners and one color. The enemy's line was carried in one
or two points, but not held. Colonel Brooke and General Tyler are
wounded, and Colonel Morris, Sixty-sixth New York, and Colonel
Haskell, Thirty-sixth Wisconsin, killed.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

HEADQUART:illRS SECOND CoRPS,
June a, 1864-6.45 a. m.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-7 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Your telegram of 6.45 received. You report General Gibbon

about intrenching in his advanced position. Am I to infer an as
sault has been made and failed, or that you do not contemplate
assaulting again till the question of Gibbon's capacity to hold his
position is settled? I ask for information.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

JUNE iJ, 1864-7.40 a. m.
Major-General HANCOCK:

No orders have been sent you suspending or rescinding the original
order to attack. I received your dispatch announcing the with
drawal of Barlow and that Gibbon supported by Barlow was about
to attack. I send you the telegram received and my reilly. I have
not heard since that Gibbon's attack has been made, and when your
dispatch came reporting Gibbon was intrenching, I asked if he had
assaulted. I deSIre every effort be made to carry the enemy's works.
Of course if this is deemed impracticable, after trial, the attack
should be sU!!pended, but the responsibility for this must be on your
judgment. I cannot give more decided orders. Rep<>rt promptly.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Majar- General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-8.25 a. ill.

Major-General MEADE:
Your dispatch of 7.40 a. m. is received. I did not mean by Col

onel Smyth, of General Gibbon's division, assaulting, that General
Gibbon had not already assaulted. He had done so at the hour
appointed, as had also General Barlow. The enemy's works (part
of them) were taken, but it appears, owing to the enfilading fire of
artillery, that they could not be held, or else that the supports of
the diVIsions were not brought up at the proper time. General Gib
bon has reported to me that Colonel Smyth has not yet made the
second assault [sic], owing to a battery on his right, which en·
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filadea a little ravine between him and the enemy. The impor
tant assault was made at the hour ordered-4.30 a. m. General Bar
low and General Gibbon are now trying to :plant batteries, for which
unfortunately we have no good positions, In order to prevent this
enfilading fire. If t4e guns on tlie left can be silenced, General Bar
low will reassault, and I have directed General Gibbon to let me
know what he requires additional to do the same. Our troops hold
advanced ground-only awaiting the decision of the question
whether any additional assaults are wise. I will let you know soon
what is my judgment. I consider that the assault failed long since,
but I volunteered the statement that we would cling to the advapced
positions gained, so that, if any successes were gained by other corps
on our ri~ht, we would feel ready to try it again, as we would feel
that addItional chances had arisen. Now if these batteries referred
to on IllY right or left, or both, can be silenced, we will assaul.t again.

. Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-Geneml, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-8.45 a. m. (Received 9 a. m.)

Major-General HA..."icocK:
I send you two notes· from Wright, who thinks he can carry the

enemy's main line if he is relieved by attacks of the Second and
Eighteenth Corps; also, that he is under the impression he is in
advance of you. It is of the greatest importance no effort should be
spared to succeed. Wri~ht and Smith are both going to try again,
and unless you consider It hopeless I would like you do the same.

. GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Major-General MEADE:
GENERAL: Some of my dispatches cannot have reached. I have

assaulted the enemy's line vigorously, broke it in one or two places,
and held temporarily four guns and captured several hundred pris
oners, and was then driven out. My line retired but a very short
distance, and attempts were made to retake the works-thus far with
out success. General Gibbon is simply making dispositions to hold
the ground he has gained, until some orders are received. General
Barlow is waiting the same way. An assault can be promptly re
peated if desired, but division commanders do not speak encourag
mgly of the prospect of success since the original attacks failed.
Unless success has been gained in other points, I do not advise per
sistence here.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

-----------------------
*See Wright to Humphreys, 7.45 a. m. and 8 a. m., pp. 544, 546.
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SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

General MEADE:
A battery of the enemy on my extreme left so enfilades my lines

as to prevent my formation for another attack until it can be silenced.
I am trying to get artillery in position now to effect this, and will
then try another assault on General Barlow's front. He thinks if
the battery is silenced he may be able to carry their line.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-Geneml.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

The major-~eneral commanding directs that you send General
Birney with hIS division immediately to report to General Warren.
General Birney should move to General Warren by way of Woody's.
A guide is sent to conduct him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 3, 1864-10.30 [a. m.].

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: A prisoner reports that Breckinridge's command lost
the pits in my- front, and it was part of Hill's corps (troops recently
assigned) whIch retook them. I am engaged in cutting roads to and
}>utting batteries in positions with the hope of silencing the guns
that have so destructive a fire on my left. J will let you know very
soon whether I will make another attack. As yet I do not get much
encouragement from commanders to hope for a successful issue to
an attack.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, .
June 3, 1864.

General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: There are some indications that the enemy are· arrang

ing to retire from that part of their line in my front. They are seen
at work about 1,200 yards distant, constructing ap:{>arentlya redoubt
and throwing ul> rifle-pits. If they retire to a new hne on my left they
would uncover the Dispatch Station road. They are certainly busily
engaged at work some distance in rear of the line they now hold. I
hope so to command their position to-morrow morning as to force
them back if they still hold their present line.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-Gene.ral, Cor.nmanding.
I send you a flag captured by the First Division.
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SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

~--- ~

General HAlolCOCK or
General MEADE:

From an examination of the map with Colonel Tidball, I think
there is no doubt that we do not hold the Dispatch Station road.
Our :picket-line going to the saw-mill does not follow the road, but
runs ill rear of it. I am having a sketch made for General Meade.

C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c.

HDQRS. SECOND CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-12.45 [po m.].

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I send you the reports just received from the two
division commanders who assaulted this morning.

I have neglected to speak before of that part of your dispatches of
this morning where you say Wright thinks he is farther advA.nced
than I am. His staff officers tell me he is within 250 yards. My
men are within 50, in front of the two points carried thIS morning.

The inclosed repOl ts express my views. If General Barlow accom
plishes anything with the Coehorn mortars I shall be gratified, as I
do not anticipate much. I do not think the chances of success good
enough to warrant further attack here. My loss has already been
pretty heavy, and I am losing men aU the time, owing to the ex
posed condition of my men and constant skirmishing resulting from
It. Part of my men cannot be withdrawn by daylight. Since Bir
ney's division has been withdrawn I do not know that I am expected
to attack, as the whole of the First and Second Divisions are now
engaged or are so situated that they. cannot be ,Put in reserve. I
think we would have held the works this mornmg except for the
brigade commander. Colonel Brooke, being wounded, his suc
cessor did not pay the immediate attention necessary to prepare for'
the enemy's attack.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding.
[Inclosure No. I.]

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 3,1864-12 m.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER:
COLONEL: Birney being gone, I do not think it wise to attack,

though I had made up my mind to try it again before I received the
last communication from the major-general commanding. I have
sent for mortars, which I think can be used with effect at the angle
where we are nearest the enemy. I think this angle a very impor
tant point, and if we should be able to take it we should have con
trol of the enemy's line. If we should shell the enemy vigorously
with the mortars we might charge into the work. I have moved a
brigade to the left to supply, to some extent, the place of General
Birney.

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June 3, 1864.

Col. F. A. WALKER, Adjutant-General, Second COrpS:
COLONEL: In answer to your communication requesting to know

what it is practicable to do in my front to-morrow, I have the honor
to report that I re~arrl any further assault on the enemy's works in
my front as inadvIsable. In the assault to-day we lost heavily, in
cluding some of our very best officers, who did everything that gal
lantry could do, arid failed to carry the works. The only way to
make any farther headway in my front now is by regular ap,Proaches,
which would probably enable us to put up batteries whICh would
compel them to abandon their front line, onlv, however, I presume,
to fall back upon others in the rear. This, of course, will De a work
of time.

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Division.

SECOND CORPS, June 3, 1864-8 p. m.

HANCOCK,
MaJor- General.

P. S.-The firing still continues at intervals. I have one brigade
covering my left flank, which I have withdrawn for a reserve.

Genetal MEADE:
GENERAL: The enemy attacked Colonel Smyth's brigade, Second

Division, but were repulsed. The lines are so close that I anticipate
attempts of the kind. I should feel more secure if I had some reserve
to chE-ck any temporary success of the enemy.

WINF'D S.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: The following is an extract from the report of the

medical director of this corps of the casualties during to-day's oper
ations:

Our 1088 to-dal. so far 88 I can estimate, has been in wounded 1,500, to which the
uBUaI ratio of killed will add about 300.

This does not include the missing, and I think is too low an esti
mate. A good many wounded men are between our line and that of
the enemy. They will be brought off to-night. The enemy also
attempted an attack on General Barlow's front at the same time that
they assaulted General Gibbon. They came up close to our breast
works, but were driven back. Some prisoners are now coming in.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding Second Corps.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

General HUMPHREYS:
One lieutenant and 2 men of Forty-second North Carolina Volun

teers have just been taken prisoners. They are not certain, bnt say

~~'. I
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Oommanding.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

they undel'Stand they belong to Ew~ll's corps. General Martin is
brigade commander. Colonel McKeen, commanding bri~ade in Sec
ond Division, is mortally wounded. This is four brIgade com
mandel'S disabled to-day.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
June 3, 1864-9.30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK :
It will be necessary to leave Birney in his present position to-night

and to-morrow unless you absolutely require him, when he will be
sent to you.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,.
June 3, 1864-10.40 a. m.

Major-General BIRNEY, Commanding:
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you move

with your division at once to the position of the Fifth Corps and re
port in person on your arrival 'to Major-General Warren. A guide
has been sent to you from headquarters of the army. The battalion
of Tannatt's brigade, which is in front of the riile-pits with Colonel
Smyth, commanding brigade, Second Division, cannot be removed
just now. As soon as possible it will be sent ~you.

C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Oolonel and Ohief of Staff.

HDQRS. SECOND CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864--11.55 a. m.

Major-General BIRNEY, Oomdg. Third Dit·., Second Corps:
GENERAL: The major-general commanding the corps directs me to

say that he ordered one battalion of Colonel Tannatt's command to
remain in its position when your division moved, but that he found
that Colonel Tannatt's entire command was moving away. The
general directed one battalion to return and take up its old position.
The commander of it has been directed to report to General Gibbon.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. MITCHELL,

Major and Aide-de-Camp.
P. S.-The battalion will be relieved as soon as possible, but it

now occupies a point which cannot be left without troops.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June [3], 1864-12 m.

Major-General BIRNEY, Oomdg. Ditoision, Second Oorps:
The major-general commanding directs that you mass your divis

ion just beyond Woody's house, and report to these headquarters
when you are massed.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PqTOHAC,
June 3, 1864-12.15 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Division:

The order directing you to mass beyond the Woody house and re
port the fact of being massed to these headquarters is rescinaed.
You will report to General Warren, as original}y ordered.

. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June [3], 1864-6 a. m.

Major-General MEADE:
I have got a prisoner from Ewell's corps, who says the corps is in

front of my right, and holding where we were yesterday. I oogan t.o
find out the position of the enemy as soon as we could see. The
movement of our trains last night to meet my preparation to take
the new position directed and the change made by the attack of
the enemy caused so much confusion in them that I could not get
up ammunition till this morning. The enemy seems to show a dis
position to [attack] on my right where it is thrown back. General
Burnside has been moving since daylight, so as to get, I believe~
around on the enemy's left on the Shady Grove road from Linney's.
He has not made any attack yet, but is about to. On the next page
you can see my position sketched.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

-Via.

I cannot well advance unless those on my right or left succeed in
doing so. In spite of all my efforts, I am unable to shorten my line
yet so as to get any reserve beside the single line of battle. There
IS not a point I can give up unless it is from my left.

G. K. WARREN,
. MajQ1'-Get1e1"al.
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G. K. W AHREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-7.20 a. m.

General MEADE:

I am informed by General Burnside that he has taken a p-risoner
from Hill's corps, on my right. I have 2 from Johnson sand 1
from Rodes' division. General Burnside, I believe, is forcing in
the enemy's left. I hear of the enemy's troops moving to our left.
The enemy's cannon throw shot into Bethesda Church from around
nearly [in a] semicircle, but do not do much harm. Prisoners all
state that we have at least part of Ewell's and Hill's corps here.

Re!:lpectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-8 a. m.

General MEADE:

General Crawford has just sent me in 2 prisoners taken on the
picket-line in his front belonging to Fie1d's division, of Longstreet's
corps. They say their main line is along the main road, as I Ull
derstand them, iust west of Gaines' mill-pond and creek running
south. General Burnside with one battery has driven the enemy off
the Shady Grove road on their left, and we are preparing to swing
our line so as to press them back. Our line has been very extended,
reaching very near to the Via house.

Respectfully~

HEADQUARTERS AMMUNITION TRAIN,
. June 3, 1864.

Captain MARVIN,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

I have moved the ammunition train this morning 1 mile east of
Cold Harbor. The road from here to our corps is almost impassa
ble. If you expect to use it much, there is about 400 yards that
should be well repaired. Before moving the train the enemy gave
us a shell which exploded and burned one wagon.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. T. HODDEN,

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-8.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

I am instructed to inform you of the condition of things in Smith's,
Wright's and Hancock's fronts, and to say that the commanding
general should be informed of what has transpired in your front.
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Generals Hancock, Wright, and Smith have taken the advanced
rifle-pits of the enemy, and are directed to continue their assaults,
which they are now doing. Barlow's division got possessiun of the
enemy's main line, but did not maintain himself there.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY 'OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-8.45 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Oommanding Fifth Oorp.'l:

Your dispatch of 6 a. m. is just received. The commanding gen
eral directs me to say that you must not wait for simultaneous
attacks, but push forward your assaults. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Bethesda Church, June 3, 1864-9 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

General MEADE:
We have forced the enemy back still farther on the road to Shady

Grove, but I have all my troops in one line. I cannot maintain the
battle this way all day without re-enforcements. Can I withdraw
them, if necessary, from my own left without jeopardizing the
operations to the left of me? I have no WilY of judging of the
force of the enemy except by the extent of his front, which is
very great, and by the prisoners we have taken, which are from all
three of Lee's old corps. They probably have not all the force this
last would indicate. The right of my corps is now over on the Shady
Grove road, and General Burnside is preparing to move down the
road toward Mechanicsville, toward the position he left yesterday.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-9.30 a. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

General MEADE:
I have written you every little while. and sent to you the substance

of General Burnside's and my operations. We have been fighting
hard on our right, and are getting the enemy back, which will
eventually shorten our lines and make more troops available for
assault. While we attacked from our right, the enemy assaulted
my right center, but were repulsed. I am not waiting for anybody,
but putting in whenever I can judiciously.

Respectfully,
I

IJ
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth CorpS:

Your dispatch of 8 a. m. is received. The major-general com
manding is gratified at hearing of your success, and directs me to
say we are pushing on here, and tha.t he desires you to do the same
as long as there is any chance of success.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10 a. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General WARREN:
Your dispatch [9. a. m.] per LieutenantWarren received. It will

not do to draw in your left. Smith, who is attacking, is seriously
checked by an enfilade from his right, which would be relieved by an
advance of your left. Your movement, as far as you can control it,
should be toward the left or southeasterly, keeping up a connection
and co-operating with Smith. There are no re-enforcements to send
you, all the corps here being fully engaged endeavorin~ to break
through the enemy's line, as yet without success, but not without
hope of ultimate success.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that
General BIrney's division, of the Second Corps, is ordered to move up
to your support immediately. The commanding general suggests
that you put General Birney in on your left. He will move up to
you by the Woody house.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

JUNE 3, 1864-11 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

The officer in charge of pickets near the Mechanicsville road re
ports the enemy moving off in force to our left.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
.June 3, 1864-11.20 a.. m.

General MEADE :
I will have Gilneral Birney take position on the left of my line, but

I do not believe our troops can carry the enemy's works there. We
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have a chance I think on our extreme right to finish up the enemy
there, and General Burnside is preparing to attack with his whole
corps. He has been as anxious to have me extend to the right as
your orders are imperative to keep closed to the left. If General
Burnside's attack succeeds, as I think it will, I having a brigade and
some batteries assisting, then our whole right will be free again and
I can close to the left. General Wilson's cavalry will also co-oper
ata from the neighborhood of the Norman house, north of the Toto
potomoy. Cesnola's command has come up and been put in a position
to cover our right, in case of reverse. It is composed of odds and
ends, and now is about 2,000 strong, under command of Colonel
Cavins, of the Second Corps. I do not think it would be advisable
to attack with these trooJ1s till they are assigned to their proper
commands. Colonel Cesnola has joined Wilson's cavalry. General
Burnside expects to make his attack about 12.30. If this succeeds,
we will be able to strengthen toward the left. At present I am so
extended that I must break connection with somebody if I assault.

. G. K. WARREN.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-11.45 a. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

GENERAL: The telegraph line is now being run out to the Woody
house, as requested by you, and the party will be prepared to extend
the line nearer to you, if it can be done with safety in that direction;
and if it can be so extended, will you please cause the cOInltruction
party at Woody's house to be notified where they will find your
headquarters.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

JUNE 3, 1864-12 m.
COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH OORPS :

The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that
General BIrney has been ordered to mass his division just beyond
the Woody house, and to report the- fact of their being massed to
these headquarters, and to say that General Birney's division may
be required later in the day to assault on the front where General
Smith now is.

A. A: HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-12.15 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The order directing General Birney to mass near Woody's house
and report the fact here, is rescinded. He is ordered to report to
you, as originally ordered.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

I

~J
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HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-:l p. m.

D. B. BIRNEY,
MaJor- General.

Major-General WARREN,
Oommanding Fifth Oorps:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I am in position con
necting your left with General Smith's right. I have relieved a
portion of General Smith's troops, and straightened the line by
adyancing it, taking advantage of an excellent ridge. I have massed
a brigade in rear of Crawford's left, and can hold the line. I will
throw out a stron~ picket, relieving General Smith, and intrench at
dusk. Ihave recelved from corps headquarters a copy of order from
army headquarters as to offensIve operations.

Your obedient servant,

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTII ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-3.15 p. m.

General MEADE:
Just as we were about ready to attack the enemy on our right he

made a vigorous attack there upon us, which, so far has been re
pulsed. If anr part of the army's lines will admit of being weak
ened, I think It would be well to relieve roe of a portion of that I
now hold, as I have onll a single line, and much of it is in woods, so
that I cannot use artlllery nor see what may be preparing for us.
If.any part of my line should be broken I fear I could not restore
it. If we remam in position the enemy may learn my weakness
through captures on my skirmish line, and prepare an attack that I
cannot withstand. .

Respectfully,

(Same to Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-4.10 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
What is the condition of affairs in your front ? Was the attack at

12.30 made as proposed?
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864--4.15 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Your dispatch of 3.15 p. m., per Lientenant Rosencrantz, received.

Birney's division, 8,000 men, was sent to re-enforce you. He is all
the reserve and re-enforcements I have at my disposal. Where
have you posted Birney, and does not his arrival enable you to con
centrate ?

GEO. G. MEADE,
MaJor- General.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-5.45 p. m.

Major-General MEADE:
I posted General Birney on my left, where you directed. He has

taken up a good position, and besides relieving some of General
Smith's 1ine has a brigade in reserve. If I am at liberty to call
upon him, I think I shall have no trouble to hold my own; my cen
ter is at a salient, where I cannot well advance it; my right is close
up to the enemy; my left can be advanced to-night, but it will bring
me in an open field, and where it might be difficult to withdraw from
in the daytime, or even in the night, without the enemy knowing it.
It will also require some advance of General Smith.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-Gene",.al.

•

J. D. FLYNN,
Operator.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864. (Received 6.15 p. m.)

Major-General WARREN:
GENERAL: Major-General Meade is anxiously waiting for an an

swer to his dispatch.*
Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-6.15 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to say that General
Birney must return to his corps to-night. He proposes to withdraw
General Burnside and put him in Birney's place, between you and
General Smith. Before giving the orders he desires to submit the
matter to you. Please reply at once. Bethesda Church will be far
enough to the right to occupy. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-8.40 p. m.

Lieut. G. L. GILLESPIE, U. S. Engineers,
Fifth Corps:

By orders of General Meade, a company of the battalion will be
sent to you at once to the headquarters Fifth Corps. You will re
port to General Warren for instructions. Send the company back
to headquarters as soon as you get through with it.

CHARLES N. TURNBULL,
Captain of Engineers.

*Probably that of 4.10 p. m., to which no answer is fOWld.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-11 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. WARREN,
Oomma/nding Fifth Oorps:

The commanding_ general directs that you order the Forty-sixth
Regiment of New York Volunteers to report at once to Major-Gen
eral Burnside, commanding Ninth Corps. It appears that this regi
ment was destined by the War Department for the Ninth Corps.

S. WILLIAMS.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~ HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
No. -. f June 3, 1864.

1. In compliance with orders from headquarters Army of the
Potomac, the Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers is relieved
from duty with the Third Brigade, First Division, Fifth Corps, and
will report at once for duty to Major-General Burnside, command-
ing Ninth Corps. .

* * * * * * •
By command of Major-General Warren:

A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864--4 a. m.

GENERAL: The major-general commanding wishes you to open on
the enemy. with every gun that you can bring to bear, and push
your skirmish line out as far as possible and press the enemy at
once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June 3, 1864.

[General G. K. WARREN:]
GENERAL: Heavy skirmishing in my front, but nothing more. I

have crowded the skirmish line of the enemy all day, and have taken
his advanced pits with the ~risoners already sent Ill. On my left I
am as close as I can get WIthout advancing my line of battle and
exposing my skirmishers to the fire of the enemy's batteries. The
pnsoners report that orders were received this morning by them to
hold their position at all hazards, unless our line of battle advanced.
My left is protected by a battery, but there is an interval of nearly
three-fourths of a mile between my flank and the Eighteenth Corp~.

I have a heavy skirmish line connecting with that corps, and in place
of my line I have rifle-pits dug to throw in my reserve brigade. If
Y'0u have no further use for Lyle's brigade, I would be glad to send
them again to my left. I have been threatening the force in my

... L __
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front by advancing my skirmishers all day. This will account for
the firing you may hear in my front. I thmk, if you approve~ that
it would be as well to have Lyle's brigade back before sunaown.
Pickett's troops, now partially in my front, are not experienced
troops; but a citizen here informs me that there are two companies
with him from this vicinity that know every by-path. The person
giving the information has two sons with Pickett. Ewell joins him
at his left, about my center. '

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.

P. S.-My field officer of the day has just reported to me that
General Mott has come up with instructions to fill up the gap be
tween my left and Smith.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army oj the Potomac:

GENERAL: Will you ask the commanding general if he will au
thorize the immediate muster of the officers appointed to positions
in the new regiments formed from the old Reserves? It is absolutely
necessary in order that they may receirt for property and assume
the duties of their office. I have partia lists now ready. Will you
also inform me what designation will be given to these regiments?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Second Division.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864-7.45 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The major-general commanding has entirely misapprehended my

message by Captain Cadwalader. I am in advance of everything
else. If I advance my right farther, without a corresponding ad
vance by the Eighteenth Corps, I am, from the form of the enemy's
lines" taken in flank and reverse. My left cannot well be advanced
for the same reason; but I have pushed forward my center, support
ing it by the divisions on the right and left; the extreme flanks of
those divisions to wait for a movement of the corps on their right
and left. I think I can carry the enemy's main line opposite my
center, and have ordered the attack, but, as before st90ted, my flanks
cannot move without a corresyonding movement of the corps on my
right and left. My losses wil show that there has boon no hanging
hack on the part of the Sixth Corps, which has so far moved very
M.tisfactorily. I may be pardoned for suggesting that the importa.n~

attack for our success is by the Eighteenth Corps. This is un
doubted, unless I misapprehend the enemy's position.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

. ... J
---=-~
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864-6.45 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June a, 1864-8 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Since my last dispatch I have received reports, both from right

rand left]. As stated, I am a good deal in advance of both the
Second and Eighteenth Corps, and the reason why General Smith
thinks that I am not moving with him is that he is behind me.
This is further proved by the fact that the enemy is enfiladiug my
lines from my left, and the enemy's artillery is firing down my
lines and on both sides of my present headquarters. My troops
will advance throughout my- Ime with the troops on my rIght and
left, and independently of either, if possible.

H. G. WRIGHT,
• . Major-General, Oomma",diJng.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I just learn from General Smith, commanding Eighteenth Corps,

that he has but four regiments with which to support an assault on
my right. I deem this alto§ether an insufficient protection, in view
of the position of the enemy s lines in relation to my own, and bave
sent to bim for bis opinion, be knowing his front better than myself.
I have also requested him to state whether be can or not maintain, in
connection witb me, the advanced position we now hold. His
answer will be sent to you at once. If be can't advance, I think any
forward movement on my part would be unsuccessful, as I am dl
rectlr in front, from 100 to 200yards distance. of the strongly in
trenched lines of tbe enemy. I have ordered that my advanced
position be held till further orders, and will intrench it, waiting fur
ther instructions.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Oommanding.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
In reply to circular of 6.30 p. m. I have the honor to report that

my first Ime is at distances from the enemy-'s works varying from 50
to 150 or .200 yards, and that a considerable part of my front is al
ready partially intrenched. The remainder cannot be undertaken
till after dark, as it is quite impossible to work under the enemy's
fire. I shall endeavor to work up still nearer to the enemy to-night
on certain parts of the line, withwhat success remains to be deter
mined. Where the rebel works can be distinctly seen they are very
strong, and are presumed to be so on the parts concealed. It is so
difficult getting along our front line before it is fully intrenched
that anything like a correct reconnaissance cannot be made, and I
cannot, therefore, say with any certainty wbat it is practicable to do
to-morrow. In my Judgment the line sbould be carefully examined

35 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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before coming to any determination, and I would suggest that the
en~ineerofficers be instructed to make it. In reply to a call for the
opmions of division commanders as to the probable snccess of an
assanlt on their fronts, one reported decidedly a~ainst it, another
had hopes of snccess if properly supported on his nght and left, and
the third thought it might succeed. The result of an attack would,
in my judgment, be doubtful, and I should wish that the examina
tion alluded to should be first made.

H. G. WRIGHT.
Major-General, Oommanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864-10.45 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Soon after the attack on General Hancock's lines this evening the

enemy attacked the left of Russell's division, but was readily re
pulsed. Since then all has been quiet. My entire line is now pretty
well intrenched.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Oommanding.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Division commanders are hereby requested to forward to these
headquarters as soon as possible their written opinion as to the
probable success of an assault upon the enemy's works in their front,
provided their flanks are well 8upported by other corps.

By command of Major-General Wright:
C. H. WHITTELSEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS.3D DIV., CAY. CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864.

I

i

I

.~- j

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Oommanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: At 6 o'clock I crossed two regiments on the road from
Haw's Store to Bethesda, and drove a brigade of Heth's division from
the rifle-pits around Via's house. Having held the works and house
about one hour, and failing to establish communication, I thonght it
more prudent to retire. Ml men report the enemy moving in lieavy
column in the direction 0 Shady Grove. I shall retire to a con
venient place, covering the road from Haws Store to Linney's, and
hold from there round to the river. In case, however, your infantry 
occupy Via's house, I will move a force to Haw's Shop and hold the
line from there to Hanovertown. Please advise me.

J. H. WILSON,
BrifJadier-General,
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Bethesda Church, June 3, 1864-7.35 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: We have carried the first line of the enemy's works,
and are now reforming the line, with a view to assaulting the main
line. The resistance is ve~ determined. We have taken prisoners
from both Hill's and EweUs corps, but it is possible that they have
but one or two divisions from each corps. The prisoners are from
one of Hill's and two of Ewell's. Our loss has been considerable.
The loss of the enemy in the attack of last night was very great, at
least it is so represented by prisoners. There are indications that
the enemy are moving to our left-not definite.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major- Generdl.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Bethesda Church, June 3, 1864.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Our right has communicated with Wilson's division of
cavalry. General Potter's division has carried two lines of rifle
pits, and is now in them, close to the main line. We will make an
effort to take this line. We hold across the Shady Grove road on
our right, and shall make an effort to cut their line just opposite
this place. The enemy is very strong in our front.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-8.30 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding desires to learn the condition of
things in your front. Generals Hancock, Wright, and Smith have
each taken some of thfl advanced rifle-pits of the enemy, and are
continuing their assaults upon their works. General Barlow got
temporary possession of the main line.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
COf«manding Ninth Corps:

Your dispatch of 7.35 a. m. is received. The major-general com
manding is glad to hear of your success, and directs me to say that
we are pushing ou here, and that he desires you to do the same as
long as there is any chance for success.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-GeneraZ and Chief 0/ Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10.15 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDF.,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The comti;anding general .directs me to say that in pushing for
ward upon the enemy you endeavor to direct your attacks so as to
move toward the left, southeasterly, and push the enemy in that
direction, keeping closed upon Warren.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

General Wilson is ordered to aid your attacks by moving so as to
come in the rear of the left of the enemy and atta-cking them.

A. A. H.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Near Bethesda Church, Va., June 3, 1864-11.05 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Your dispatches of 10 and 10.15 a. m. received. I had
already communicated with General Wilson and requested him to
move up in rear of the position now occupied by" the enemy, which
he is doing. Weare placing some batteries III position, and will
soon make an attack, which I hope will be prOductive of good
results. Your direction to keep close connection with General
Warren will be observed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
.June 3, 1864-12.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
General Griffin is ready to do what he can with Sweitzer's brigade

and his batteries. Colonel Sweitzer reports the enemy moving to
our left. This confirms my opinion that they are not strong where
you propose to attack, and are withdrawing.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Bethesda Church, June 3, 1l:l64-3.35 p. In.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: There has been quite a severe attack upon Potter's
division within the last hour, but it was repulsed, and all is now
quiet. If they will give us time to fortify we hope to be able to
hold on. All has been quiet this afternoon in front of Warren.
Just as we received the order to suspend offensive operations we had
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Mqjor-GeneTal.

our columns of attack formed, but I think it was fortunate we were
not allowed to advance. Our loss to-day has been quite heavy, par
ticularly in officers.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-5 p. m.·

Major-General MEADE,
Oommanding Army of the Potomac:

After the attack of this morning. by which we carried the first line,
our men were very close to the main line of the enemy's works, and
it was vety difficult to organize columns of attack, which caused
much delay; and just as we were ready to attack the order came
suspending offensive operations. The enemy, however, made an
attack on our right a few moments before, an account of which I
pve by the return of Captain Rosencrantz. Everything is now quiet
m our front, but we are too close upon the enemy to intrench before
dark. Our line on the right is a single one, but If the enemy give us
an opportunity to intrench, we hope to hold it.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and OhiRf of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY Oll' THE POTOMAC,
June 3,1864-5.40 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Your dispatch of 5 p. m. is recei ved. The commanding general

desires to know whether you cannot contract your lines. There
are no re-enforcements from any part of the army that can be sent
you.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June a, lR64-7 p. 1D.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Ad,jutanf-Ge1U'ral:

If y'ou have any 1Des.<mges for General Wilson I will send them to
him If you telegraph them here.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
June :3, 1864-7.30 p. 1D.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
We have nothing at present to send to General Wilson. It will

not be necessary for the messenger to wait at your headquarters for
dispatches from here.

* In answer to Meade's dispatch of 4.10 p. m. See p. M1.
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Colonel CESNOLA.:

General Wilson desires you to inform Major-General Burnside that we have at
tacked the enemy in his rear I taken his works in front of us, and captured many
prisoners. The prisoners are from Hill's corps. They report that Hill has the ex
treme left.

SCBERT,
L~t(>1UJnt.

Please send me the result of affairs on left this evening.
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864. (Received 8.30 p. m.)

Major-General MEADE:
The following dispatch just received from Colonel Cesnola, com-

manding: .
BRADQUARTltRS Tm1u> CAVALRY DIVISION,

Acrou Totopotomoy, on road to Bethuda-6.16 p. Ill.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864--10.20 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

It will be necessary that the command of Colonel Cavins, now on
your right, should be sent via Old Church to the provost-marshal
general at these headquarters for distribution. I desire that the fol
lowing order· be at once sent to Colonel Cavins. General Warren
will tell you of the proposed movement to-morrow night and your
part in it. I wish you to send staff officers over the route you are to
take to learn all about the road.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864--10.25 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I am anxious to know the result of the fighting on the left this
evening, as I am about to communicate with General Wilson.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864--10.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Your dispatch received. There has been no material change in
the left since this morning.

Plea e communicate the following dispatcht to General Wilson.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief 0/ Staff.
*See Special Orders, No. 151, p. li29.
tSee Humphreys to Wilson, 10. Iii p. m., p. 562.

[( IlL C byGoogle
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HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, June 3, 1864-12.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
. Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: I understand that General Willcox will not be ready
to a.t~k until after 1 p. m. I should like to be advised of the exact
time of the attack. I think I can withdraw some infantry from
two brigades of Cesnola, which lies to my right and rear. In
that case I will put in the whole of Griffiu's brigade to attack to the
right, and make as strong a demonstration with Curtin as possible,
and take advantage of any opportunity that may offer. I regret to
say that the losses in my First Brigade are reported as heavier than
at the Wilderness, including some 20 officers. The loss in the Sec
ond Brigade is slight. I have advanced a section to the front on
the right. My left does not connect with General Willcox, and it
is rather a bad place. My nearest point to the enemy is just to the
right of my left, where I am less tlian 50 yards from the enemy's
work, who hold hi~her ground. If General Ledlie is to be with
drawn this point WIll be rathel' unsafe.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. SEOOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864:-~.25 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: The Thirty-fifth Massachusetts (engineer re~iment)
and Twenty-ninth Massachusetts, of, I believe; the First Division,
and Fifty-first New York (engineer regiment) are lying in rear doing
nothing. I desire to place them on the line of intrenchments, where
my batteries are, until the infantry I have asked of Cesnola gets
up. The batteries are entirely unsupported, and my whole division
on the front line is engaged, with no reserves.

Yours, &c.,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

P. S.-Griffin I fear will make nothing. The enemy's works are
across an open field and extend beyond his right. He does not think
he can carry them.

JUNE 3, 1864.
Captain SHORKLEY,

A. A. A. G., First B1'ig., Third Div., Ninth Army Corps:
The enemy in the immediate front of the bri~ade are moving

toward General Potter's front. He is moving behmd his works, so
covered that no guess can be given of the force. Could not a bat
tery be brought up iu rear of this line and shell them out of their
works? I think the crest of the ridge to our rear would cover the
guns sufficiently.

WM. HUMPHREY,
(Jolonel Second Michigan.
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Generat

IN THE FIELD, June 3, 1864.
Major-General BURNSIDE,

U. S. Volunteers:
GENERAL: I am directed by Colonel Cesnola to inform you that

I am in command of a provisional organization, consisting of 600
armed men of various regiments, and am posted with my left on the
road about three-fourths of a mile in rear of your ri~ht, and my
line extends obliquely toward the rear, covering the posItion of Gen
eral Wilson's }Ieadquarters. Any change in your position can be
communicated to me by the orderly bearing this. My command is
not reliable, being stragglers and recruits.

Respectfully,
E. H. C. CAVINS,

Lieutenant-Colonel Fourteenth Indiana.

EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864-12.30 a. m.

General W ILLIA.MS :
Will you please order General Ames to report to me at once with

his commana.
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-GeneraJ.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOHAC,
June 3,1864-12.30 a. m.

General W. F. SMITH,
Beadquarters Simth Corps:

. An order will at once be sent to General Ames to join you without
delay.

HEADQUARTERS AR¥Y OF THE POTOHAC,
June 3, 1864-5.20 a. m.

Major-General SMITH,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

GENERAL: I am directed to furnish you the following copy of
dispatch just received: .

HBADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June S, 18M.

Brigadier-General Wn.LIAJfS,
ABSistant Adjutant-General:

General Barlow reports that he has enflmy's works, with colors and guns.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. E. PEASE,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

".i
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GEO. G. MEADE.

HEADQUARTUS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: General Martindale got into 80 hot a place that he was
forced to assault the works without the assistance of the column of
General Brooks. The assault was made three times, and each timA
repulsed. While I was on the front of General Brooks the enfilad
ing fire of the enemy was so heavy as to force me to give the order
to·General Brooks not to attempt to advance his column of attack
until the fire was slackened. This fire being entirely on my right, I
have had nothing but artillery to use against it, and have therefore
been unable to silence it. My troops are very much cut up, and
have no hope of being able to carry the works in my front unless a
movement of the ~ixth Corps on my left may relieve at least one of
my flanks from this galling fire.

Retq>ectfully,
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-8 a. m.

Major-General SMITH,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

General Wright has been ordered to ass<'\ult at once amI to con
tinue his attack without reference to your advance, and the com
manding general directs that. your assault be continued without
reference t<> General Wright's. General Wright had but a very
short time before the receipt of your communication, through Major
West, reported that he was waiting for your advance to enable him
to assault.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10 a. m.

Major-General SMITH:
Your note in reference to artillery ammunition received. GE'nel'a1

Hunt was and is directed to provide you all the ammunition you
require, and additional batteries if you could use them. This o1'uer
will be reiterated, and I beg you will call and expend a: much as
your judgment dictates, without regard to General Hunt's .'t1'ictures.
I am sorry to hear Martindale is unable to assault. I have just heard
from Warren, who is forcing the enem}' back on his right. I have
directed him to push forwara his left, III order to relieve the attack
you are able to make.

Respectfully,
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WM. F. SMITH,
Mujor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Please send me two fresh batteries of rifled guns. It
will save time and the danger of sending fresh men forward with
ammunition. The sharpshooters trouble my batteries very much,
and I am obliged to keep my batteries in the same position and at
work. My last four regiments that I have got for an assault are
now formlllg for an attack, but I dare not order it till I see more
hopes of success to be gained, either by General Warren's attack or
otherwise.

Respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I was mistaken in regard to the line of the Sixth
Corps. When I went to the front Colonel French, Seventy-seventh
New York, said he was in the front line. I had been some 300 yards
in advance of that, but I now find he was mistaken. There IS one
of General Wheaton's regiments (One hundred and thirty-ninth
Pennsrlvania) on my left which is out of ammunition,

Respectfully, &c.,
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding.

This note was written before receipt of General Wright's note. I
have about five regiments of General Brooks' command in a condi
tion for assault. General Martindale has been 80 badly cut uf in
his assault that he says he is no longer fit for attack. I wil do
whatever can be done, or attempt whatever may be ordered. I have
ordered all my troops available for the new column.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

General HUNT,
Chwf of ArtiUery, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: The general commanding corps directs me to say that
he took all the artillery required from you, and at the same time
informed your aide that all the ammunition our batteries had was
what was brought in their chests. Some of the batteries of the
corps have been firing three days without any fresh supply. Lieu
tenant Tucker, the general's aide, reports to him these words from
you:

Tell Captain Elder he has used up more ammunition then the rest of the line, and
if he cQntinul'8 to fire constantly, I cannot supply him with a sufficient quantity.



CB.t.l'. XLVlU.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.- UNION. 555

H. J. HUNT,
Brigadie1·-General.

of ammunition. I will order a portion of Captain Elder's caissons to he filled ami
sent to him. Tell him tosend his caissons as they are emptied to headquarters and
I will try and supply him from reserve train.

Because Captain Hexamer, who had just come in, had a full sup
ply, the general commanding thinks it should not be assumed that
the batteries of his own corps were in the same condition.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. BOWEN,

Assistant Adjutant-Gene1·al.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 3, IS(i!.

General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: My aide reports to me that General Hunt contented
himself with answering a verbal requisition for artilleryammuni
tion by some strictures upon my extravagant use of it. I have
nothing to cover the entire open space on my right but my artillery,
and I have tried to keep down both the enemy's artillery nd in
fantry fire, which enfilades my front, by artillery fire. I have f1,

regiment so far advanced that it cannot withdraw without 'erious
loss, and the enemy are trying to get a battery in position to nfilade
this regiment. It has become, therefore, somewhat of a question as
to the expenditure of ammunition or muscle. All the artillery fire
has been done strictly under my orders, and has not exceeded the
amount I have deemed necessary to fire away to cover my men. I
regret exceedingly' that the absence of my own ammunitIOll should
have forced me to make the requisition I have, and of its propriety
the general commanding himself must judge.

Respectfully, &c.,
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding.
The note from General M. will explain itself.

ARTILLERY HDQRS., ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, lS64-.

Major-General SMITH,
Eighteenth Corps:

GENERAL: I have sent you all the ammunition that could be pro
cured from other corps near, and as rapidly as it could be sent. I
have ordered up more, which I expect soon, and will give your own
batteries a further supply. I have now ordered another battery of
Wright's corps to you, which, if you should not require it, I woultl
like to have returned to him. I sent yesterday to you to place as
many batteries at your disposal as you required. I sent the one you
desired with an extra supply of ammunition and sufficient, if that
battery alone has used it, to last a much longer time. The man from
the batteryreyorted subsequently a comparatively smallexpenditure.
I did not limIt myself to strictures on your expenditures, a.lthou~h I
did remark * : * * * nor did I make them, but took immedIate
measures to supply the reported wants.

* Omitted words not legible.

[( IlL C by Google
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;..: 9. ~_

WM. F. SMITH,
Maj01·· General.

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

General A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: In reference to the condition of affairs in my front, I
would respectfully state that I now hold and have held all that I
have gained, and am intrenching myself as rapidly as possible. In
reference to what it may be practicable to do to-morrow on my front,
I can only say, that what I failed to do to-day-namely, to carry the
enemy's works on my front by columns of assault, at the most
practICable point (in my front}-I would hardly dare to recommend
as practicable to-morrow with my diminished force. General Ames'
column is reported qnite n~ar here, which will a little more than
make good my losses of to-day.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
WM. F. SMl'l'H,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 3, 1864-8.30 p. m.

General INGALLS,
Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Your dispatch of 7 p. m. is received. * Yesterday the
only quartermaster of my command, Lieutenant Cole, acting assist
ant quartermaster, by your direction went to Anderson's and found
the entire train in motion, going toward the Chickahominy. He
started as soon as he had seen you, and found the train had been
moving some hours. My chief quartermaster has not reported to
yon, as he is by my order still at the White House, forwarding all
that I left behind. I informed General Meade yesterday of the fact.
Captain Van Ness, acting chief quartermaster of this corps, com
plains that he has been delayed by the docks being taken from him
which he had put in order himself. Our stores are all probably at
the White House by this time, so if your wagons report to him he
will load them if our own have not arrived.

Respectfully, &c.,

JUNE 3, 1864.
General BROOKS:

GENERAL: The general commanding desires· me to say that Gen
eral Martindale reports the enemy putting up new rifle-pits. Can
you not put some sharpshooters in to stop it? Please answer by
orderly.

Respectfully, &c.,

*Not found.

J
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JUNE 3, 1864.

N. BOWE ,
AsNistant Adjutant-General.

General MARTINDALE:
The general commanding directs that you keep the line of batHe

on your right under cover of the crest, to guard it from enfilad
.fire as much as possible. Set your sharpshooters to sil nee bat
teries, if possible. Send word if this latter is posl:lible.

Respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORP ,
June 0, 1864.

N. BOWEN,
Al!sistant Adjutant-Gtneml.

General DEVENS,
Oommanding Thi1Yl Division:

GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you communi
cate at once with General Birney on your right, and connect with
him as soon as it is settled where his left will rest to-night. If
necessary you will throw your right forward to do this, where you
will intrench yourself. If this be not necessary, you will close to
your left, provided General Birney can more than covel' to your
present right flank. In any case you will reserve two regiments for
a reserve. Please answer as soon as possible. What tools you can
not obtain from your pioneers, you will find by sending to these
headquarters.

Respectfully, &c.,

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POT01IAC,
June 3, 1864--7 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Ohief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that my headquarters
are about 1 mile below Dispatch Station, and to the left of the Bot
tom's Bridge road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major-Geneml, Oommanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10.45 a. m.

Major-General SHERIDAN:
I have the honor to inform you that Lieutenant-Colon 1 Gould,

commanding dismounted cavalry with the trains, has been ill
strncted to detail 400 men of his command to_guard a party of
prisoners of war to be sent to-day to the White House. The com
manding general does not think It best to send all the di mounted
cavalry to the White House just now, as the services of these men
are required to guard the general supply train. They will, how
ever, be sent to you as fast as horses arnve for them.

S. WILLIAMS,
.Assistant .Adjutant-General.

[( IlL C byGoogle
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P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HBQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Bottom's Bridge, Va., June 3, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I left one regiment immediately in rear of General
Hancock's left. It is encamped at the lake. The regiment covers
the crossing at Sumner's Bridge and watches the Chickahominy
down to and connects with our pickets at this :rlace. I have
another regiment watching Long Bridge and Jones Bridge. This
arrangement covers the left of the army and also the front of the
camps at White House.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I respectfully request that a pontoon train of twelve
boats (canvas) be assigned to the Cavalry Corps, the pontoniers
belongmg to the train to be mounted. I am of the opinion it would
greatly benefit the public service, and would be of great convenience
to the Cavalry Corps. This train could accompany the cavalry and
would greatly facilitate its movements in the passage of the small
but deep rivers of this country.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

[IndOJ'llement.]

HEADQtJ ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864.

This application is approved, and the train will be forwarded as
soon as one can be procured. At present the train now with the
army will be required generally with the infantry troops. A bridge
train will, however, be provided for the cavalry should a special
occasion require it.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10 p. m.

Majer-General SHERIDAN,
Commanding CavalrlJ Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you send a division
immediately to re-enforce the division of General Wilson, which is
now on the north side of the Totopotomoy between Haw's Shop and
Via's house in the rear of the left flank of the enemy. As the com
mander of the division that you send will probably rank General
Wilson, you will direct the commander to continue carrying out the
instructions of General Wilson to attack the rear of the enemy's left
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J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

flank-instructions which have been so successfully executed by
General Wilson. You will likewise direct the commanding officer
-to keep up communication with the commander of the corps on our
right, at present Major-General Burnside, whose right is near the
Shady Grove Church and this side of the Via house. The Vin house
is said to be in the possession of the enemy. With the remaining
cavalry division on the left of the army the commandin~ general
directs that you continue picketing the left flank to the ChlCkahom
iny, and also the crossings of that stream.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Lieutenant BRINKERHOFJ',
Acting Aide-de-Camp, Second Division, Cavalry Corps:

LIEUTENANT: You will proceed to Linney's (2 miles west of Old
Church), at which »(?int you will find detachments of mounted men
belonging to this dIvision. These detachments and 8011 others which
you may find in the vicinity of Old Church not performing duties
to which they have been assigned by proper authority you will con
duct to this division at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. 3D DIV., CAY. CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Linney's House, June 3, 1864-1.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Sfaff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: In pursuance to your instructionR, I evacuated Han
over Court-House at 6 p. m. yesterday, and withdrew my command
to this point. Cesnola, with a mixed command of infantry and cav
alry, having arrived at my lines this afternoon, I assumed com
mand of his forces also, and moved them with my own. The head
of my column arrived here at 12.30 a. m. It will be daylight before
the troops are all in and encamped. As soon as I have informed
myself of the whereabouts of the ri~ht wing of the army I shall post
my troops with the view of covenng the country between it and
Pamunkey River.

I send this communication by Captain Gloskoski, of my staff, who
will inform you more minutely of the situation of my command.

Very respectfully,

HDQRS. 3D DIV., CAY. CORP8, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Linney's House, June 3, 1864-8.10 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Pot.omac:

GENERAL: Your order to hold Haw's Shop and Hanovertown~
~d attack the enemy in rear, dated 5.45 this morning, was receive<l
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at 7.10. My entire division is on the road between this house Md
the right of General Burnside, covering the road from Shady Grove.
G:eneral B. has just sent me w~rd that the enemy were tryiug to turn
hIm by that fla.nk, and requestmg me to watch and help him. Col
onel Cesnola's command has been marching all night, all day yes
terday, and is still on the road between here and Hanovertown;
therefore in no verr good condition. He has only about 1,400 in
fantry that are effiCIent, 1,200 or 1,500 disarmed stragglers, an indif
ferent force of dismounted cavalry regiments, and about 1,000 good

- cavalry. I thought it best to try and get the infantry here and move
it to the right of Burnside iythen relieve my cavalry fvrce, and move
it toward Haw's Shop and .l1anovertown, thus completin~the circuit
to the river. I receIved no order by Captain Adams mdicating a.
desire to have me attack by Haw's Shop. Captain Gloskoski brought
me the first intimation of this, and from the context I am unable to
determine whether to construe it as an order to attack or not to
attack. To go now by Haw's would require a circuit of 7 miles.
Shall I go, or perfect the arrangement indicated in the first part of
this communication?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HDQRS.3D DIV., CAV. CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Linney's, June 3, 1864-8.30 a.. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I am collecting Cesnola's stragglers, originally sent to Belle Plaini
to be ordered back to their regiments. Shall I send them to Genera
Patrick? Cesnola has also about 600 horses from General Torbert.
I shall send them to corps headquarters at once. I have directed
Colonel Cesnola to report by letter.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigad'ie1··General.

HDQRS. 3D DIV., CAV. CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Linney's, June 3, 1864--10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I have l?ut Cesnola's infantry in position, on Burnside's right, at a

place desIgnated by Warren's engIneer. His stragglers are sent to
Burnside's provost-marshal for distribution. His cavalry is massed
here. I move at once across the Totopotomoyon the Haw's Store
road, and shall attack with all my force. Picket at Hanovertown.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General.

Please send Cesnola orders, as he will be out of my reach.
J. H. W.
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J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Comrna1tding Division.

HDQRS.3D DIV., CAV. CORPS.z ,ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. Near Salem Cnureh, June 3, 1864-1.12 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Ch ief of Staff:

Your last communication, by Captain Gloskoski, was received at
12.15 ll. m. at this point (Norman's) just. as our skirmishers were
going mto action. We have developed flo considerable force at or near
Haw's Shop, with artillery in positIOn. A patrol toward Mrs. Via's,
as far as the creek, met no enemy. I am pushing forward now, the
enemy having been repulsed in three or four sharp dashes at our
skirmish line. I hear nothing toward· Burnside's front. I left
Cesnola.'s entire force on Burnside's right, connecting with it and
extending toward the Totopotomoy. The force at Hanovertown re
port no enemy.

Very respectfully,

P. S.-From some prisoners we have taken I hear that it is Gor
don's old brigade in front of us.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Salem Chapel, June 3, 1864-2.40 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, .
Chief of Staff, Army of the PotomO£:

We have driven the enemy from the rifle-pits in this vicinity, hav
ing lost several of our most valuable officers-Lieutenant-Colonel
Preston and Captain Cushman, [Firstl Vermont Cavalry, killed;
Colonel Benjamin, Ei~hth New YorIr, severely wounded. The
enemy seems to have WIthdrawn on the road to Aenon Church, but
certainly toward the fortifications originally occupied by their in
fantry. I am now covering with the main body of my force the
road to Hanovertown and the Totopotomoy, and have sent part of a
regiment to cross the creek near its head, on the road to Mrs. Via's,
with instructions to ascertain the positron of the enemy's infantry if
possihle. I do not think it would be judicious to relinquish this
position for a movement with my' whole force in the direction
toward Bethesda. I will threaten It.

J. H. WILSON.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Bethes(la Church, June 3, 1864.

General WILSON,
Commanding Ca1,azry Division:

GENERAL: Your notes received in due time and would have been
answered sooner but I hoped by waiting to give you a more definite
answer in reference to the probability of OCCUp¥lllg the Via house,
or some point ill advance, but I find I shall not be able to determine
anything until morning, and therefore return the orderlies. I also

36 ;R R-VOL XXXVI, PT In .
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

inclose an order received from General Meade this morning, for
your information in case you have not received a copy. We took
C',onsiderable ground from the enemy yesterday and hold it all. Our
line now extends across the Shady Grove Church road, near the Via
house. Please let me hear from you in the morning.

Yours, truly,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-10.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILSON, '
Commanding Cavalry Division:

The commanding general is gratified at the intelligence of your
very successful execution of the orders to attack the rear of the
enemy's left flank. It is important that the operation should be.
continued with increased force, and Major-General Sheridan, com
manding Cavalry Corps, has been instructed to order up immedi
ately another division to re-enforce yours. Should the commander
of that division rank you he will, of course, assume command of both
divisions, and you will in that event acquaint him with your instruc
tions and all the information you have obtained in connection with
the operations you have been carrying on. You will not, of course,
delay any attack you may intend to make until the re-enforcements
join you if you feel strong enough to make it without them.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Forks of Hanovenown and Salem Chttrch Road,

June 3, 1864-11 p. ill.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

After ridding my front of the enemy, I am driving him in the
direction of Aenon Church, and I attacked his left and rear on the
road from Salem Church to Via's house, threw two regiments over
the river on bridge near Via's, who soon became engaged with a
brigade of three regiments of Heth's division. They were driven
handsomely out of their rifle-pits, which we held for an hour. Fail
ing to establish communication with the infantry on my left, I with
drew to the side of the Totopotomoy, I>utting my command as fol
lows: First Brigade, with Ransom's battery, near Haw's Shop,
picketing south and northward; Second Brigade, with French's bat
tery, on the road from Hanovertown to Linney's, with one regiment
at Hanovertown. In taking the enemy's works, we captured some
prisoners, who report that Hill is on the extreme left of this army.

Very respectfully,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding DivWWn.

--"' J
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J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Comnwnding.

HDQRS. FIRST BRIG., THIRD DIV., CAVALRY CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Lieut. Col. W. P. BRINTON,
Commanding Eighteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry:

COLONEL: The colonel commanding desires you to keep a strong
picket on Shady Grove Church road, well thrown out. It is neces
sary that we should hold that road, and, if need be, your whole
regiment must be put on it. Communicate immediately anything
that may transpire on that road. .

I remain, colonel, very respectfulll',-
[EDMUND BLUNT, JR.,]

Lieut. and Aide-de-Camp and Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

HEADQUARTERS ARHY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 3, 1864-12.30 a. In.

Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Commanding, &c., White House:

GENERAL: By authority of Lieutenant-General Grant the com
manding general directs that Brigadier-General Ames and his com
mand jom the Eighteenth Army Corps near Cold Harbor forthwith.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
White HOtUJe, June 3, 1864.

Brig. Gen. JOHN A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff, Armies of the United States:

GENERAL: We have a locomotive here and a construction corps
under Major Wentz, of the engineers, who says the road can be
finished to the Chickahominy in four days. Shall it be done? Gen
eral Ames had been already ordered forward when your dispatch
arrived. I did not intend keeping him longer than to-day.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

COLD HARBOR, June 3, 1864.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,

Commanding Re-enfm-ce:ments:
Your communication of this day received. Let Major Wentz

commence at once to repair the railroad from White House to Chick
ahominy.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff·
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Fort Monroe, June 3, 1864-7 p. m.

FORT MONROE, June 3, 18G4-9 a. m.
General S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General:
Shall I still retain the two steamers I hold rem1.y to move, or give

them up, and place my men as well as teams ashore, trusting to oth
ers that mayor may not be available? General, as I have no-reply
from General Butler, now forty-eight hours, though he has answered
several later telegrams, I presume what I sent him is all he requires.
1believe there is now 1,200 feet of bridge at Washington, just ar
rived from New York, and have telegraphed Colonel Pettes for
informaf.ion. If there, would the general wish it retained there or
ordered here, as I have now no pontoon bridging here?
. . H. W. BENHAM,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC;
June 3, 1864-12.30 p. m. (Received 10.15 4th.)

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM,
Commanding Engineer Br1'gade:

Your dispatch of May 31, stating that you have been ordered by
Major-General Halleck to send to Major-General Butler all pontoon
bridging arriving at Fortress Monroe, has just been received. A
dispatch was sent to you yesterday, which may not have reached
you, requiring you, if you have not already done so, to have taken
to Fortress Monroe the bridge left at Fredericksburg and afterward
sent to Port Royal.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Addutant-General:

Your dispatch just received, and I have called for a tug to send
an officer up the York River for those bridges where I have under
stood and believe them to be in nse as wharves. If not there the
officer is directed to go up the Rappahannock, if safe to do so. My
last order before leaving Belle Plalll was at the request of General
Abercrombie, placing them under his orders to be taken to Port
Royal. Since then a dispatch from my officer received at Washing
ton gave me to understand that they were to go to West Point. I
telegraphod to Washington to order him here in case he shall have
passed back to that city. Does the commanding general wish the
bridging at Washington just from New York to be ordered here
also? -

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier·General.

[IndorsemenL]

Yes, collect it all.
A. A. H.,

Major-General.

-_.~
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BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, June 3, 1864.

FLAG-SHIP AGA.W All,
Farrar's Island, June 3, 1864-12.45 p. m.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secreta'l'Y of the Navy:

From six to a dozen steam-barges, which I suppose may be easily
obtained in the Northern cities, will be of great advantage to me
here, if torpedo fitted, and rifle-screens enough 1;0 protect its few
apertures. I res~ectful~y request the favorable consIderation o( the
Department to thIS subJect.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
Farrar's Island, June 3, 1864-10 p. m.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy:

. Captain Smith reports the failure of a gallant attempt to blow up
the ram Albemarle, and information from deserters that the Neuse
is afloat and ready for service. I hope the Chickopee has been sent
to the sounds. I will immediately dispatch the Otsego there, though
much needed to keep opeu army and navy communication on this
river. I will order the l:)assacus up here in her stead.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, June a, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Rear-Admiral LEE,
Commandtng, <tn.:

8JR: I beg leave to assure you in writing, as I have heretofore ver
bally, that the obstructions furnished you by me will in no way be
any charge or cost to the Navy Department, unless it chooses volun
tarily to assume the expense. I have neither doubt nor hesitation
upon the subject. If the oxpenditure of the few thousands for these
vessels will save one monitor from torpedoes or fire-raft, or the lives
of 10 men I have sent to the navy, I should make it at once. You
will judge of the efficiency of the obstructions. The expense has
already been assumed by the anny, although I cannot appreciate
the difference. One treasury, one nation, one cause-all IS served
alike, if one is served.

Respectfully,

GARRETT DAVIS, Esq.,
Member of the Senat.e of the United States:

SIR: I have read your resolution of inquiry.... You can do me no
greater favor than to have every acfof my political life, which began
* See Congressional Globe, First Session, Thirty-eighth Congress, Part 3,p.2686.
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HEADQUARTERS,
June 3, 1864-9 a. m.

on the first Tuesday of November, 1839, and ended on the 15th day
of April, 1861, most thoroughly scrutinized. I will thank you also
to have every act of my official life, which began as brigadier
general of the Massachusetts militia, April 16, 1861, and will end
when this war does, if not sooner, subjected to the like examination.
I have no favors to ask, and but one act of justice: that the inquisi
tion may not be eq: parte, i. e., one-sided.

BENJ. F. BUTLER.

BERMUDA, June 3, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER:

If the sail vessels are certain of being sunk in t.he James River by
the navy, would it not be very well to have them dismantled? The
sails and rigging are very valuable, and would not probably be of
much service as obstructions.

C. E. FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

General GILLMORE:
Your dispatch, inclosing General Terry's, received. You are in

command of the line of defenses and the entirfl forces I have here,
save the garrisons at City Point, Spring Hill, Fort Powhatan, and
Wilson's Wharf, and a portion of a colored cavalry regiment armed
with pistols (whichl are upon that line. YQu, of course, will make
such dispositIOn of tbe forces upon that line as you think best. You
have but two small infantry regiments, Sixty-second Ohio [and] one
on the entire left of your line.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Major-General BUTLER,
Oommanding, &c. :

Your dispatch of 9.45 just received. I don't think Turner hl\S any
too many troops. At the same time Terry's front is the only part
of the hne likely to be attacked. When I get the three advanced
redoubts finished, with barriers at the entrances, I shall have no ap
prehension of anything but the picket-line, which may be driven In

If attacked in force.
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Major-General BUTLER,
Oommanding:

General Terry's losses yesterday amount to 159 men and 13 officers
killed, wounded, and missing.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.

-----
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HEADQUARTERS. TENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864-7.55 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
My lookout reports that the firing across James River began in a

direction 15 degrees east of north, and worked westward until it
ranged 5 degrees west of north, Richmond being 17 degrees west of
north. At 5.30 he could distinguish musketry firing. At 4 o'clock
the garrison at Chaffin's Bluff was paraded and marched off toward
Richmond, about 500 men. There was also an artillery engagement
in a northeasterly direction ~ from the lookout shells were seen to
b~rst. ~ large sling-cart, Grawn by 12 horses, left DR. H9wlett's
.thIS mormng. The enemy are doing some work between Howlett's
house and barn.

Yours,
Q. A. GILLMORE,

Mujor- General.

ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Cold Harbor, Va., June 3, 1864.

Col. HENRY L. ABBOT,
F1'rst Oonnecticut ArUUery:

COLONEL: I have received your ncte of 17th May.* I will ask for
orders for you at the earliest hour possible. I regret to say that
Colonel Kellogg was killed two or three days ago-a great loss to us.
I am ~ad your train is afloat, that but little time will be lost. The
breakm~up of the Reserve Artillery and the reduction of guns and
ammunItion trains throughout the army will, I fear, much embar
rass us if we operate from our present position. I depended on the
men and teams of the batteries and trains to furnish us with the
requisite draught power. I fear that the Quartermaster's Depart
ment will not have the surplus means antiClpated, as just the same
expenditure of ammunition is made as hefore. Of course, the bat
teries consume very large amounts. I received the book and tables.
Thanks. Had a severe conflict to-day in assault of the enemy's
works. Have taken some of them, and onr lines in some places are
ill talking distance of each other. Loss estimated at 5,000 or 6,000
killed and wounded. •

Very truly, yours,
HENRY J. HUNT,

Brigculier-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, I HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No.8. I In the Field, near Hntcher's, Va., June 3, 1864.

The following assignments are hereby announced, viz: Maj. Charles
H. Hooper, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, to the com
mand of the redoubt in front of Battery No.1; Maj. Lewis Butler,
Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers. to the command of the redoubt in
front of Battery No.3, and Capt. W. G. Pride, First Connecticut
Artillery, to the command of the redoubt in front of Battery No.6.
The above-named officers aud their commands will be under the com
mand of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, commanding First Division. Col.

*See Part II, p. 843.
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Abbot, First Connecticut Artillery, chief of artillery, will designate
the armament and artillery detail for the redoubts. The various de
tachments will make the nsual returns to their regimental command
ers. The redoubts are to be held at all hazard's. Three days' rations
will be kept constantly on hand, and wells will be dug to supply the
garrison with water, either within or in rear of the works. No offi
cer or man belonging to the garrison of the redonbts above named
will leave the works without Brigadier-General Terry'a permission.
Brigadier-General Terry will keep up communication with en.ch of
the redoubts by means of mounted men.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: ..
. ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 3, 1864.

Brigadier-General TERRY:
GENERAL: The engineer officers in charge of the several works

complain that th9 fatigue details almost invariably come to them
late and short-handed, and not always with very explicit orders. I
depend on you to correct this in your respective commands. A copy
of the order from these headquarters should be in the hands of the
officer in command of the detail. Details should have a full comple
ment of commissioned officers. I must hold division commanders
responsible for thel:!e matters. General Terry will please serrd Gen
eral Orders, No.8, to the commanders of the redoubt8 to-night.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Majo1·-General.

(Same to Turner and Kautz.)

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, TENTH CORPS,
In the Field, June 3, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: Yesterday evening a' flag of truce arrived from the
enemy asking for the body of Colonel Dantzler. This morning I
sent out the body. At the time of the delivery of the body letters
from Major Sanford and the officers captured yesterday were received ;
they ask that their clothiug may be sent to them. I respectfully ask
for permission to send it out by flag of truce this afternoon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALFRED H. TERRY,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, N. 0., June 3, 1864.

Capt. HORACE JAMES,
Asst. Q. M., U. S. r""ols., &e., Supt. of Negro Affairs:

CAPTAIN: The commanding general directs mo to inform you
that some negroes are occupying several houses in Beaufort that are
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needed very much for tho white refugees from Washington and
elsewhere, who are now crowded in the hospital buildings at More
head. Owing, undoubtedly, to these unfortunate people being so
closely packed, an epidemic has made its appearance among them
that bids fair to work extensive destruction unless they are other
wise provided for. For this reason the commanding general desires·
you to make some arrangements for the present occupants, in order
that the houses referred to may be turned over to the refugees.
Perhaps the colored people could be brought to New Berne and
placed in oq.e of the colored camps.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. JUDSON;

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

WASIDNGT01'l", D. C., June 4,1864-2.20 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
In the month of May we sent to the Army of the Potomac 6,683

cavalry horses, in addition to the cavalrymen remounted here.
About 1,000 more cavalry horses are being shipped to White House.
Not hearing from you in regard to the Ohio militia, I am preparing
ten regiments for the field, and will send them as fast as transporta
tion can be j)rocured. The Fifth Maryland Regiment Volunteers
has been ordered from Fort Delaware. General Gillmore thinks
th&t 5,000 more men can safely be withdrawn from Department of
the South. General Hatch, on the contrary, is asking for re-enforce
ments. General Crook, at Lewisburg, May 31, expected to join
General Hunter at Staunton in about six days. General Canby has
sent forces to Memphis to protect Sherman's communications. I
doubt if he will be able to do much on Mobile at present. More
over, the movement would be too late to help Sherman. The latter
is in possession of Allatoona Pass, and is moving against Marietta.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harbor, Va., June 4, 1864-1 p. m.

(Received 10.10 a. m. 5th.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,

Chief of Staff:
The l00-days' men can be of no great service here; but if they

can be just as well supplied at White House as elsewhere, it might
be well to put as many of them at that point as can be spared.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 27. Cold Harbor, Va., June 4, 1864.

1. To prevent confusion and delay in the forwarding of supplieR to
the Army of the Potomac, all troops, posts, and stations on the line
over which such supplies at present or may hereafter pass, in conse-
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quence of any change in the position of the army, are assigned to
the command of Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, commanding the
Army of the Potomac, and will so report and receive orders, with
out reference to the territorial department in which they may be or
to which they beloll~, until otherwise directed.

By command of .Lleutenant-General Grant:
E. S. PARKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harbor, Va., June 4, 1864-8.20 p. m.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: If the firing this evening has been opened by the
enemy without further attack, or if they attack and are repulsed, I
think it will be well to retaliate by oJ?ening every battery that bears
upon them at 12 or 1 to-night. It WIll have the effect to wake up
the whole of the enemy's camp and keep them on the watch until
daylight.

Respectfully, &c.,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-G~neral GRANT:
GENERAL: I was about sending the accompanying dispatch'" when

your note arrived. I can order the batteries to be opened as you
suggest; but, whilst it keeps the enemy" awake," their reply, which
they will undoubtedly make, will keep our people awake, and, in
addition, it will interfere with the approaches I have ordered to be
made to-night. .

[IndoraemenL]

Major-General MEADE,
Com'manding Army of the Potomac:

It was only a desire to retaliate for annoyances that made me sug
gest opening our batteries to-night. If it 18 going to interfere with
any operations you need not direct it.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-7.15 a. m.

The following movements will take place to-day, as soon after
dark as practicable:

First. Major-General Birney, commanding Third Division, Sec
ond Corps, will withdraw from his present position, as soon after
dark as practicable, and report with his division to Major-General
Hancock.

* Not found.
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assi.stant Adjutant-Qeneral.

Second. As soon as the withdrawal of Birney it! so far advanced
as to admit, Major-General Warren will withdraw the Fifth Corps
from its present position and establish it on the line of the mam
branch of the Matadequi~~t.his left resting on the right of Smith's
corps, in the vicinity of woody's, and his right on or near the Old
Church road.

Third. Simultaneously with the withdrawal of Major-General
Warren, Major-General Burnside will withdraw his corps, andmove
by the right to the Old Church and Cold Harbor road, to a suitable
point in rear of Cold Harbor, and be prepared to move in support to
any part of the line that may require it.

Fourth. One division of cavalry will be posted at Old Church,
and picket from the right of the army to the Totopotomoy and
Pamunkey. One division will be poHted on the left flank of the
army, and will picket to the Chickahominy and the crossings of that
stream. The remaining division will be held in reserve at some con
venient point. The commanders concerned in the operations ordered
will consult with each other, that the movements and changes of
position may be made harmoniously. Staff officers will be sent dur
mg the day to examine the route to be followed and the ground to
be occupied.

By command of Major-General Meade:

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864.

SPECIAL ORDERS, }
No. 152.

* * * * * * *
IX. The following issue of rations will be made to-day to the

Second, Fifth, and Sixth Corps, and to the troops not assigned to
corps, three days'; and to the Ninth Corps,. including the two
days' ordered to be drawn on the 2d instant, but not issued until
to.day, five days'-the object of the issue now ordered being to give
five days' subsistence Ol} the persons of the men from to-morrow
morning. The wa~ons emptied by this issue will be sent with as
little delay as practIcable to the White House to be filled up, accom
panied by the necessary officers of the subsistence department.

By command of. Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4,1864-9.40 p. m.

The enemy. having opened a fire this evening, the commanding
general authorizes each corps c.ommander to open every battery that
bears upon them at midnight or 1 o'clock, and keep up the fire until
daylight, if in his judgment the firing will not, by a retaliating fire
from the enemy, cause as great annoyance and loss to our troops as
to theirs, and if it will not interfere with the advance of the posi.
tions by regular approoches ordered for to-nigllt.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

l:.. .
IL~J~ ·' .
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp near Cold Harbor, Va., June 4, 1864.

Brig. Gen. SETH WILLIAMS,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Tbe acting chief quartermaster of the Nintb Corps bas
reported some 250 of tbe wagons and teams rec~ntlydrawn from tbe
Wasbington Depot, in park, unserviceable. He bas made requisi
tion for some 2,000 mules, 100 wagons, &c. I have the honor to
reqnest that the general commanding will direct an inspection to be
made, by an experienced officer, of the means of transportation be
longing to the Ninth Corps, and a report of its condition when
transferred to the corps, and the causes of its present bad condition,
the additional number of animals, wagons, &c., necessary in order
to place the transportation on the basis prescribed by General Or-
ders, No. 20, of April 20, 1864. .

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
RUFUS INGALLS,

Brig. Gen., Ohief Quarte1trnaster, A1"lnyof thePotomae.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-4.30 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK, Oommanding Second Oorps:
The major-general commanding directs that during the night vou

advance your positions by regular approaches.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Ohief of Staff.
(Same to Wright and Smith.)

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864--10.20 a. m.

General WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: My batteries have opened upon the enemy.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Oommanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THB POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-8 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
What is all the firing I hear apparently on your front?

GEO. G. MEADE,
MaJor-General,Oommanding.

SECOND CORPS,
June 4, 1864--9.15 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
The enemy made an attack on Culonel Beaver, Gi:lneral Barlow's

advanced line, just as the artillery firing commenced, but were
promptlv and handsomely repulsed. The firing that b88 'just com·
menced IS in Smith's front, apparentlY'.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General
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HEADQUARTERS,
June 4, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Do you design opening fire at midnight under the instructions of

9.30 p. m.? It does not appear to me judicious, and I shall not open
unless it is done by every corps commander. I believe it wills6verely
interfere with our approaclies, and it will certainly interfere with
the sleep of the men.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Oomma~ing Siixth Army Oorps.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 4, 1864-10.50 p. m.

General WRIGHT,
Oommanding SUxth Oorps:

I have directed that no o~ning will be made unless provoked by
the enemy or by the enemy-s responding to the fire by other corps on
my right; in either of which cases I will open after the working
parties are withdrawn and will probably contmue the fire until daY,'
light. I do not desire to open. I think it is probable the enemy WIll
do 80 in opposition to some of our working parties.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK.
Major-General, Oommanding Second Corps.

SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-10.45 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
• GENERAL: I do not think it wise for me to open with myartil
lery, as my working parties are so close to the enemy, unless they
should o~n in reply to the artillery of other corps or open without
provocatIon, in which case I will reply'. If the enemy fire at all, I
shall open and continue the firing untIl daylight.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

•
HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,

June 4, 1864.
General HUMPHREYS: .

I shall open an artillery fire at 1.30.
, WINF'D S. HANCOCK, .

Major-General.

HEADQUART~RS SECOND CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

Col. J. C. TIDBALL, Commanding Artillery:
COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you open

with your-batteries on the enemr.'s line at 1.30, giving orders to bat
tery commanders to fire as delIberately as possible, and with due
regard to the expenditure of ammunition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief o! SkJ,ff.
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C. H. MORGAN.

CIRCULAR.]

I

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

Colonel TIDBALL: \
Please send word that you are going to open to division com

manders that they may move the troops immediately in front of
your guns, where necessary.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864•.

During the night the position of the command will be advanced as
far as possible toward the enemy by means of regular approaches.
The work will be done under the direction of the commanders of
First and Second Divisions. Lieut. R. S. Mackenzie, Engineer De
partment, will offer such advice and assistance as may be in his
p'?wer, and will assign to each division a portion of his detachment,
If required, for the instruction of the troops in running the ap
proaches.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
WM. R. DRIVER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

Brigadier-General BARLOW,
First Division :

GENERAl, :. The major-general commanding directs me to inform
you that he has directed the commandant of artillery to open with
his batteries on the enemy's lines at 1.30.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

[Indol'llement.]

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 4, 1864-10 p. m.

The above is furnished for the information of the commanding
officers of brigades and batteries.

By order of Brigadier-General Barlow:
JOHN HANCOCK,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June 4, 1864-3 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK :
GENERAL: The sharpshooters I sent out this morning have dis

covered the body of Colonel McKeen lying in front of the enemy's
works in a position from which they will not be able to remove it
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JOHN GIBBON,
Brig. Gen. of Volunteers, Commanding Division.

until after dark. They succeeded, however, in removing the papers
(by which ,the body was recognized), watch, &c., which are to be
brought to me this evening.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t
No. 146. f
• •

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

• • • • •
II. Col. B. R. Pierce, Third Michigan Volunteers, will report with

out delay to Brigadier-General Gibbon, commanding Second Divis
ion, for assignment to the command of a brigade.

• • • • • * •
By command of Major-General Hancock:

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

This division will doubtless be relieved during the day to return
to the corps, and brigade commanders will hold the troops in readi
ness to move promptly in following order: First, Second, Fourth,
and Third Brigades. A staff officer will be sent to notify brigade
commanders of time of movement.

By command of Major-General Birney:
F. F. CAVADA,

Lieut. Col. and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-3.40 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chif'j of Staff:
GENERAL: I have lIeceived no orders as to leaving my present

position. I called upon Major-General Warren this morning, and
was told by that officer that I would be relieved by Major-General
Burnside during the ~ay. Major-General Burnside has just left mei
and reports his column near by. Upon being relieved by him I wil
rejoin my corps.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
D. B. BIRNEY,

Major-General, CiJmmanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMy CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Oommanding Third Division:

GENERAL: The ::najor-general commanding desires that you send
half your sharpshooters daily upon the front line, one-half of the
daily detail to report to General Gibbon and the remainder to Gen
eral Barlow.

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Lieut. Col. and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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G. K. WARREN,
Majo-r-General.

-.--

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORptJ,
June 4, 1864-4.45 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, •
Assistant Adjuktnt-General:

I report all quiet in my front. The enemy have not during the
day shown any force, or artillery. The firing has been a mere pickot
one.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

FIFTH CORPS,
June 4, 1864-6.40 a. m.

General A. A. HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: The enemy have fallen back frbm my right. I am now

pushing up to find out where they have gone to.
G. K. WARREN,

Majo-r- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-7.30 a. m.

Major-Gencral W AHREN, Fifth Corps:
The major-general commanding, learning that the enemy have

withdrawn from Burnside's front, directs that you contract your
lines to the left as far as practicable, and relieve Goneral BirneYJ and
order him to report to General Hancock. General Burnsl e is
ordered to move to the left and take up the ground you vacate so-far
as it may be necessary, concentrating his force at the same time.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-7.45 a. Ill.

Major-General WARREN:
Telegram reporting withdrawal of enemy from your right re

ceived. This is either to mass for an attack somewhere on us, or
they are withdrawing beyond the Chickahominy. In either case ,
Burnside ought to close up on you and you close to the left; as Bir
ney should roturn to his corps and awaIt further intelligence from
you and Burnside; but we had better get ready for receiving attack
as soon as possible. The other contingen~y"can be met at leisure.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-8.40 a.. m.

Major-General MEADE:
Dispatch of 7.45 received. I am making arrangements for clos

ing to tho left as soon as Burnside is ready to occupy the vacancy I
make. The enemy is still southwest of Bethesda Church, same as
before, and from there on to our left.

J
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G. K. WARREN,
Majo-r-General.

HEADQUARTERS FI1I'TH CORPS,
June 4, 1864-10 a. m.

Maj. Gen. G. G. MJ!;ADE:
I find as the result of the reconnaissance of this morning that the

enemy is along most of my front and has simply abandoned his
position along the Shady Grove road fronting my right brigade and
General Burnside's troops. The quickest way to relieve G neral
Birney, if you are in a hurrr, is for General Burnside to s nd a
division or two direct to the place without closing in to me, and let
me do the best I can with the right.

HEADQUARTERS ARHY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-11 a. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Oommanding.

Major-General WARREN:
Dispatch of 10 a. m. received. I approve of the proposed movo of

Burnside on your left, relieving BIrney. Show thIS dis~atch to
Burnside, and any surplus troops he and you can get, hold In readi
ness for contingencies.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
June 4, 1864-3 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
In case I withdraw to the road running to Old Church during the

night or to-morrow morning, I can probably s{lare General Critten
den's division, so that he can follow not far behmd the others. Have
you any desi~which his doing so will interfere with? The enemy
shows no desIre to press us to-day, and now that he has abandoned
the Shady Grove road, I think we can sustain alone any attack that
we are liable to to-day and give a good account of it.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-Geneml.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

87 It R-VOL XXXVI, PT III

HEADQUARTERS ARMY Oil: THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-4.30 p. m. (Received 4.40 p. m.)

Major-Genl3ral WARREN,
Oommanding Fifth Oorps:

Your dispatch of 3 p. m. received. The major-general command
ing directs me to say that the divisions of a corps should not be sep
arated, ann that General Crittenden's division must be transfonou
to the left and held by General Burnside in reserve, if that will Hot
weaken your line too much. If it should, then General Crittendon
should take the place of your left division, so as to keep Burnside's
troops togetherJ and your left division or some other take the place
now occupied oy him. The movement contemplated for to-night
will not probably take place.

[( IlL C by Google
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864. (Received 5.10 p. m.)

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

Which is the ranking officer, General Cutler or General Ayres?
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-5.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. WARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps:.
Generals Ayres and Cutler were both appointed brigadier-gen

erals November 29, 1862. General Ayres' name appears first on the
Army Register.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

(Same to Burnside.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General WARREN, Co-mmanding Fifth Corps:
The major-general commanding directs that during the night you

push forward your position, or such parts of it as admit of it, as close
to the enemy as practicable, by regular approaches.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-9.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I have just received yoUt' dispatch to pusil out in such parts as

admit of it as close to the enemy as practicable, by regular ap
proaches. It is impracticable to do anytliing to-night, as no arrange
ments have been made for so doing, and not contemplating it, under
the impression I had obtained last night, I allowed my engineers to
go back this evening after rations. My line can be advanced consider
ably on my left at a jump without regular approaches, but it must be
done in conjunction with an advance on my left, which must be all
arranged before hand, otherwise I might find my advanced position
by daylight flanked by the enemy. I send you a sketch* of my posi
tion, by which it will be seen I do not exaggerate in stating my line
to be between 4 and [, miles long. It was so also on May 30. The
map, too, has a correct reconnaissance of the two forks of the Matade
quin and of the road from Cold Harbor to Old Church, which latter
is quite wrong on your map, bending there to the west instead of to
the east. I wonld like to preserve this sketch on account of its being
a record of my position. .

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

*The sketch following may pOBSibly have accompanied Warren's dispatch of May
30, 11 a. m. (see p. 338), but it is filed with the communication of June 4. Only one
sketch is found.

.._.~
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SPECIAL ORDERS,} . HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, -
No. -. June 4, 1864.

1. In compliance with orders from headquarters Army of the Po
tomM, the Forty-first New York Volunteers is relieved from duty
with the Second Brigade, Fourth Division, Fifth Corps, and will
report at once for duty to Major-General Burnside, commanding
Nmth Corps.

* • * * • • •
By command of Major-General Warren:

A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
Assistant Acijufant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

Brigadier-General GRIFFIN,
Oomely. First Division, Fifth Army OMpS:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you ad
vance your skirmishers and feel fat' the enemy till you find him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE,
June 4, 1864-5 a. m•

. Brig. Gen. C. GRIFFIN,
Oommanding Division:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that my pickets ilave ad
vanced and are now in the rebel earth-works in my front. The en
emy have left.

Very respectfully,
J. B. SWEITZER,

Oolonel, Oommanding Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-11.p. m.

General GRIFFIN:
Considering the very great length of our line, our isolated posi

tion, and the facility which the woods furnish for massing troo~

against our center during the night for an assault in the morning, I
wish you would make sure and have your men on the alert at early
dawn to prevent any such attempts succeeding against us.

Very respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-11.45 p. m.

General GRIFFIN:
I feel so much concern about our center in case the enemy should 

81lcceed in brealring throngh whe,.., General AI'res is_ tbtI:: j
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-11 p. m.

is best, when yon are snre it can be done, to withdraw one-half of
each of Bartlett's and Sweitzer's brigades, with a part of the artil
lery, to the line just back of the church as early as 3 a. m., so that
we can be prepared. I think we will not have to move to-morrow,
80 that we need not mind fatiguing the men.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVI8ION, FIFTH CORP8,
June 4, 1864-11. 55 p. m.

General WARREN:
I will direct the artillery to be placed as you suggest at once. In

case of firing I can withdraw a part of Colonel Sweitzer's brigade.
CHAS. GRIFFIN,

Brigadier-General, Oommanding Division.

HEADQUARTER8 ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-7.30 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. W. CRAWFORD,
Oommanding Second Division, Fifth Oorps:

The commanding general desires that you will at once send in lists
of the officers proposed for the two new regiments organized from
the Pennsylvania Reserves. If any of the officers recommended
are absent, please note the fact in a remark.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO,
June 4, 1864.

Brig. Q-en. S. W. CRAWFORDJ,.
Oommanding Second vit'ision, Fifth Oorps:

The commanding general thinks that the new regiments organized
from the Pennsylvania Reserves had better be called the First and
Second Pennsylvania Veteran Reserve Regiments. Have the officers
retained for the new regiments been transferred to these regiments
with the same rank they held in the old regiments? The command
in~ general presumes such to be the case, but desires to know cer·
tamly before acting upon your request with regard to the muster in
of the officers.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General CUTLER:
Considering the very ~eat length of our line, our isolated P?Si

\ion, and the facility WhICh the woods afford the enemy for maSSIng
. troops against our center during the night for an assault at day-

- ... ='.•
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

break, I wish you would make sure to have your men early on the
alert to prevent such an attempt from succeeding. If the attack
should be made on your right or left, assist at once by flank attacks
on the assaulting column.

HEA:DQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-7.30 a.. m.

Major-General WRIGHT:
It is reported to me (through Colonel Hyde of your staff) that 8

deserter has come into your lines reportin~ the withdrawal of the
enemy from your frout. Is there anything In this ?

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-7.35 a. m. (Received 8 a. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The deserter referred to by the major-genera.l commanding did
not report the withdrawal of the enemy from my front, but that
Pickett's division had been withdrawn, from what part of the line
he could not tell. The man has been confined in Castle Thunder for
a long time as a deserter; was sent to the front yesterday, and I at
tach little importance to his statements. All the reports from my
front represent matters unchanged, and the enemy in force, but the
whole line is now being examined by staff officers. Any change will
be promptly reported.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

H:Jl:ADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 4, 1864-11.38 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
As it will probably materially interfere with the approaches now

in progress, I consider it inexpedient to open an artillery fire to-night,
and shall not, therefore, do so unless it IS done by other corps.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQuARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
Near Cold Ha'rbor, Va., June 4,1864.

It is reported that the enemy are massing troops on the right of
this corps. Division commanders will hold their commands in readi
ness to meet an attack should one be atteml>ted, and will, as far as
practicable, closely observe any movements in their respective
fronts.

By command of Major-General Wright:
M. T. McMAHON,

Assistant Adjutant-General and Ohief of Staff.

- .-----
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W.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-6.05 a. m.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 186-1-6.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General RICKETTS :
In pursuance of the orders already givf3n you will advance to-night

your position as much as possible toward the enemy by approaches,
and I suggest that you oJ!en, if practicable, the lUle now h Id by
your skirmishers, making It a continuous line of intrenchm nts to
be occupi~d before daylight by your first line of battle. This lino
should be connected with the rear by zigzags. Possibly a greater
advance may be made on some port.ions at least of your line.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Commanding.

Please report at daylight the progress you have made.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-4 a. m.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

GENERAL: The letter, with Special Orders, No. 151,· did not. reach
my headquarters until 2.30, the orderly baving lost bis way, 0 that
it will be impossiblEl for Colonel Cesnola to move in the JllO'ht as
the order directed. I have retained the orderly here until t1'J:e re
ceipt of my morning reports, which have just come in. All i quiet
in our front and our advanced line is well fortified. I will see Gen
eral Warren at once in reference to the proposed movement to
night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-Gen ral.
The orderly has gone to Colonel Cesnola.

General MEADE :
It is reported from my advanced line that the enemy has with

drawn from our frout. We have sent out and will find wher he is,
if possible. I made a mistake in reporting our losses to Colouel
Platt at 800 yesterday; it was about 1,000.

. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-Ge~eral.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-6.35 a. m.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

It is now certain that t.he enemy has left our front and retreated
down the Shady Grove road. They left just before daylight, with
drawing their skirmishers a few minutes since. Our skirmishers

*800 p. 529.

[( IlL C by Google



- .-- ~ ~-::-; .~.~. -

584 OPERATIONS IN BE. VA. AND N. C. [CnAP. XLVllL

are following. Prisoners report their loss as consIderable. Shall I
change the position of my main force, and, if so, in what direction?
I go to General Warren's headquarters at once, and I will report re
sult of consultation.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-7.30 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Your telegram announcing withdrawal of enemy from your front

received. I am awaiting your report as to the extent of this with
drawal and the amount of your line relieved, to give nece&Bary
orders.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, CCYmrnanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-7.30 a. m.

General BURNSIDE:
Your dispatch of 6.35 a. m. is received. General Warren is

ordered to contract his lines to the left as far as practicable and re
lieve General Birney. The major-general commanding directs that
you move to the left and occupy as much of the ground vacat.ed by
General Warren as may be necessary, retaining at the same time
some part of your command in reserve, available for supports.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-8 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE, Comdg. Ninth Arm.y Corps:
GENERAL: Major-General Warren directs me to say that he has

been ordered to contract his lines to the left as far as practicable.
He requests that you inform him as soon as you are ready to move
to your left and he will relieve the right brigade of your First
Division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN,' JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
. June 4, 1864-11.10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
I have soon the dispatch from General Smith,· and would state

that I have just ordered troops from the Ninth Corps in to relieve
General Griffin. This will enable Warren, I think, to relieve Gen
eral Birney ~t once.

• See Smith to Hwnphreytl, 8.30 a. m., p. 588.

..~.j
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-2.30 p. m.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff·

General MEADE:
My two divisions are just starting to oecu,Py the position which

General Birney now holds, and I am just leavmg to inspect the pOHi
tion in person. Shall return to my present headquarters very soon.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Majar-General.

JUNE 4, 1864-2.45 p. m.
(Received 2.50 p. m.)

Major-General MEADE,
Oommanding Army of the Poroma-e,

at General Wright's aT General Han-eock's Headquarters:
I do not know why this arrangement· is made, unless to relieve

Birney more quickly. Smith telegraphed, asking if Birney was to
be reheved, that it might be done as soon as practicable, in order
that certain intrenchments and batteries for the security of his right
might be made by the troops at that point. I sent the dispat-eh to
Warren. This is the first mtimation I have had of Burnside going
into Birney's place. It might interfere with the ulterior changes
contemplated should it go on.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-. (Received 5 p. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Ohief of Staff:
Just as subsistence train arrived the order for my position came,

so that I had to turn the train back before issumg. The conse
quence is that we have not empty wafons enough to carry off our
wounded, and will have to walt unti the train can get up to our
new position and unload and return for the hospitals. If General
Warren is to remain in his present position until near morning we
will be able to get everything off, but if not I fear the wounded will
have to be left, unless the cavalry could occupy the ~l'ound on our
extreme right. Since writing the above I remember that General
Meade told me at the quarters of General Smith that it was not
likely that General Warren would move to-night, and that consid
erable force of cavalry had been sent around in this direction.. ·

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Majar-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-5.15 p. m. (Received 5.20 p. m.)

Major. General BURNSIDE, Commanding Ninth Oorps:
The cavalry on the right has been considerably strengthened, and

will, by its operations, protect your hospitals, certainly as long as
the time mentioned by you. It 18 not probable General Warren will
move to-night.

..
* Reference is to Burnside's disP1!~;;h,next preceding.
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-5.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE:
GENERAL: The enemy have abandoned their works in my front,.

withdrawing about daylight, their skirmishers falling back a short
time since. The prisoners report that they fell back to the left,
moving on the Shady Grove road. They report their loss as con
siderable. I have ordered my skirmishers advanced a short distance,
but shall not move without orders. Ilresume Major Morton will
order the work going on here suspende .

Your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-

General R. B. POTTER, Comdg. Second Div., Ninth Army Oorps:
Your dispatch received. General Willcox makes a like report,

and he has sent out a strong reconnaissance in his front to ascertain
the point to which the enemy has retreated, if possible. It would
seem to obviate the necessity for anything more than scouts on your
part, as they have, no doubt, passed entirely by your extreme left,
but it would be well to throw them out as far as or beyond the Via
house. Major Morton has left here to look at the work near your
headquarters. Please request him, in my name, to suspend the
work. Please communicate this to Colonel Cesnola, and request
him to inform General Wilson.

Very respectfully, yours,

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-9.10 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE, Ninth Army Oorps:
GENERAL: Are the forces of General Ferrero on the ColJ Harbor

road? I understood that they were somewhere in that direction.
Colonel Cesnola has just sent me word that his withdrawal leaves
the road to Cold Harbor and the White House open. This I sup
pose to be a mistake.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 4, 1864-9.25 a. m.

General R. B. POTTER, Oomdg. Second Div., Ninth Army Oorps:
The general commanding directs that you hold your command in i

readiness to move at a moment's notice. Orders have been received I

to move to the left, and definite instructions will be sent you soon. I'

By command of Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside: . I'

D. R. LARNED,
Capu,;n and Ass;"u,nt A<tiufnm-Gemral.__~
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JUNE 4, ] 864.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier-General.

Major-Geueral BURNSIDE:
I have not yet heard from my sconts, but have ordered Colonel

McElroy t<> make a reconnaissance with two regiments in case the
report~rove correct.

Respectfully,

JUNE 4, 1864.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier-General.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Major Avery, Sixtieth Ohio Volunteers, reports that the enemy

have withdrawn from my front. I have ordered scouts sent out;
will report further soon. .

Respectfully,

HDQRS. .ARMy OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864.

Brig. Gen. E. FERRERO, Commanding, &oc. :
GENERAL: I am directed by the commanding general to say that

for the present you will furnish from your division and the dis
mounted cavalry under your orders su.h escorts as may be neces
sary to guard to the White House trains conveying the wounded
and the supply trains, and the latter back to this army. The chief
quartermaster with the sUJ?ply train will notify you from time to
time when escorts are reqUIred.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CmCULAR~ HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Bethesda Church, June 4, 1864.

Jn accordance with orders from general headquarters, this corps
will move to the neighborhood of the Woody house and take posi
tion between the Fifth Army Corps and the EIghteenth Army Corps,
on the space now occupied by General Birney's division. The direc
tions require Generals Potter and Willcox to move at once, and
General Crittenden to remain until evening, when he will be relieved
by General Warren and join the corps, where he will remain in re
serve. General Willcox's division will have the advance, followed
by General Potter. The column will be conducted by Major Morton,
and placed in position. General Warren will relieve General Crit
tenden's division this evening, and furnish him with a guide to his
position. The subsistence of the command will be issued to-night
after the arrival at Woody's. My headquarters will be in the neigh
borhood of Woody's.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

The troops will march down the road in rear of General Warren's
line. The wagons and artillery will take the road leading past these
headquarters, taking the first turn to the right.
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(Received 4.10 p. m.)JUNE 4, 1864.
General S. WILLIAMS:

I have arrived at General Warren's headquarters with my com
mand, 6,350 men, who have had no rations or forage since yester
day. By General Warren's advice, I shall camp near Woody's
to-night, and request to be furnished with rations at that point if
possible. I have a pontoon train and 150 wagons, containing noth
mg but a little baggage.

A. A. GIBSON
Oolonel of the SecOnd Pennsylvania Vol. Artillery.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH OORPS,
June 4, 1864-[8.30 a. m.]

General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: I sent General Ames over this morning to consult with

General Birney regarding the mutual protection of our lines. He
expressed perfect willingness to co-operate with us, but informed
General Ames that he was to be relieved. Under these circum
stances I suppose he will scarcely feel disposed to get his men to
work on his line, as he was to be relieved, probably soon. Our right
flank is very weak as it is, both in men and defensive arrangements.
The latter will need strong works on our flank beyond our front
and the line now occupied by General Birney. I cannot possibly fiR
his place from my command. If he is to be relieved, other troops
should be sent to fill his place, that immediate steps may be taken.
to complete our defenses, now in a backward state, which need
co-operation of both commands.

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., '
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-9.20 a. m.

Major-General SMITH,
Eighteenth Oorps:

Your dispatch of 8.30 a. m. is received. General Warren is
ordered to relieve General Birney and fill the vacancy from his own
troops, and to contract his lines from the right. .The enemy has left
General Burnside's front, aud he is ordered to close in on the left
and occupy ground vacated by Warren, and concentrate his com
mand. I will transmit copy of your dispatch to General Warren.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-1.15 p. m.

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH,
Oommanding Eighteenth Army Oorps:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that as soon
as possible you issue to your troops sufficient subsistence to give the
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

"... -
~,

men' five days' rations from to-morrow' mornin~, which will be
carried on their persons. It is understood that the Issue now ordered
can be made from the stores you have alrea.dy received and from
those on the way to you from theWhite House. The wagons emptied
by the issue will be sent to the White House with as little delay as
practicable, to be filled up, accompanied by a subsistence officer from
each division to draw the stores.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
. S. WILLIAMS,

4s8istant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864:-5.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH:
I havo assigned some heavy -artillery regiments, over 6,000 strong,

to your corps.

IlEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864:-8.10 p. m.

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH,
. Oommanding Eighteenth Army Oorps:

The Tenth New York and the Second Pennsylvania Regiments of
Heavy Artillery brought to this army to-day with the command of
Col. A. A. Gibson, have been assigned to your corps. These regi"
ments are to-night in the vicinity of the Woody house.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 4, 181H.

Major-General MEADE,
Oommanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: In my dispatch to you, June 2, reportin~ my operations
of the 1st instant, I find I have made an error, whICh I husten to
correct. In a verbal report to me, I understood General Devens,
commanding Third Division of my corps, positively to say that his
first line preceded the first line of Sixth Corps on his left in the as
sault in the woods and the capture of the rifle-:pits. In n. further
conversation with him this morning, he says thIS was not so, and
that he was preceded by the first line of the Sixth Corps. I regret
exceedingly the injustice unintentionally done the Sixth Corps, and
beg that my dispatch be corrected to this extent.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. WM. F. SMITH,

MajO''t-General, Oomrnaruling.

[( IlL C byGoogle
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 4, 1864.

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General AMES,
Commandirl{} Third Division:

GENERAl.: As soon as General Burnside's troops arrive to take
your place in the lines, the commanding general directs that you
withdraw all of your command now on the far side of the swamp to
this side to be formed as a reserve to our right flank. The hnes
will be relieved. by regiments as General Burnside arrives to take
your place. The battery on our right will be withdrawn to-night
~y Captain Elder. To-morrow your troops will relieve those of
General Martindale, for which pr0I>er order will be given.

I am, general, very respectfully, &c.,

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAO,
Old Church Tavern, June 4, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS1

, Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that Cavalry Corps

headquarters are established at Old Church Tavern, 1 mile this side
of Cold Harbor. on left-hand side of road going down. General
Sheridan has not yet returned from General Wilson.

JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL: The Thirteenth Ohio Mounted Infantry is ordered. to
report to you to-morrow morning. The major-general commanding
desires that you dismount it and give the horses to your dismounted.
veterans.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. KINGSBURY, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. 2D DIV., CAY. CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-9 p. In.

Lieut. Col. J. W. FORSYTH,
Chief oj Staff:

This evening at 6 o'clock the enemy opened upon me with four
pieces of artillery. The guns were not tlie same as those used yes
terday. The bolts from Whitworth guns reached to the rear of my
headquarters. Opposite Bottom's Bridl5e the enemy have been very
busy during the day digging. Late thIS evening at Fisher's Bridge
(rather ford).. It miles below Bottom's Bridge, a party of the enemy
were forme<1 in the swamp on this side the river. They had
constructed barricadot:l and were in dense woods. A squadron

-',- ..J
-------------
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sent to dislodge the enemy were firo<1 into. Dark coming 011,
and the exact position of the party not being satisfactorily" ascer
tained, the enemy were not driven back. At daylight I will attack
the force on this side. The opinion of officers who were near
Fisher's is that the force there is inf.antry. Regiments of cavalry
and also of infantry have been reported to me as having been seen
moving about on the opposite side. The enemy caunot advance
during the night without mr knowing it early enough to resist. It
may be that the demonstratIOn here is to occupy my attention whilst
a cavalry force is moved off to some other point, possibly Jones'
Bridge. I did not reply to the artillery fire. The enemy's sharp
shooters annoyed my pickets in front during the day.

D. McM. GREGG,
Oommanding Second Division.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION OAVALRY,
June 4, 1864.

Col. J. L GREGG,
Oonulg. Second Brigade, Second DivisWn, Oavalry:

COLONEL : The general commanding directs that you keep one of
your regiments saddled to-night, and that you keep a strong camp
guard on side of your camp next the river.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. H. C. WEIR,

. Assistant Adjutant-Genual.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Oommanding Division.

HDQRS. THIRD CAVALRY DIV., ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Salem Ohurch Road, June 4, 1864-7 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Ohief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENnAL: All is quiet along my front; patrols have been pushed
uut on all the roads, except opposite Via's, without discovermg the
enemy. My horses have been out of forage fsome] thirty hours;
my men out of rations rover] a day, and being liard at work with the
enemy ever since crossmg the Pamunkey. Most of my horses have
been kept saddled over forty-eight hours, and my command needs rest.
I look, therefore, with great anxiety to the arrival of the cavalry
division mentioned in your communication of last night. My com
mand is very much worn out, but my rations and forage I hear are
within 2 miles from here on their way up. .

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS,
White House, June 4, 1864.

Brig. Gen. SETH WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General:
GENERAL: In answer to your two letters of June 4, the Second

Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery(One hundred and twelfth Pennsyl
vania Volunteers), and the Tenth New York Heavy Artillery started
for the front from Port Royal, Va., on the 31st May, under command
of Colonel Gibson, Second Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery. The re-

[( ILL by Google
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turn of the troops in this command is inclosed. Trains for the army
leave here at 5 and 11 a. m. and 5 p. m. The troops will be sent to
you, guarding their trains, as per General Grant's order to me. No
troops have left me yet with less than 80 rounds of ammunition.
The general's direction with re~ard to six days' rations and 50 rounds
ammunition will be complied wIth. I have as a permanent garrison
to this post one regiment cavalry, about 300 men; one regiment Vet
eran Reserves, infantry, about 394 effective men fur duty out of 900
men; one small veteran regiment of infantry, about 275 men, and
one battery artillery, about 150 men; total, 1 175. Of the effective
part of this force two-thirds are on constant duty, guarding subsist
ence and quartermaster's stores, prisoners, and in furnishing details
for loading and unloading barges and wagons. I have three battal
ions colored troops here (small) on constant duty in the rifle-pits and
works staked out by engineer officers sent by you. All the new troops
that report to me will be sent forward as rapidlY as_possible.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
June 4, 1864.

Major-General AUGUR, Commanding:
One regiment from Johnson's Island, five from West Virginia, and

one from Fort Delaware, have been ordered to report to you to be
sent to General Grant. You will aJ!lO prepare four regiments of the
lOO-days' men in defenses of WashinKton for the field, and send
them to General Grant as soon as possible.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

FORT MONROE, June 4, 1864.
General WILLIAMS:

Yours of 3d, with duplicate order about Fredericksburg bridges,
received at 10 a. m., when my aide was believed to be in charge of
pontoon raft that just passed up. I telegraphed General Butler last
night your order about these bridges, and have now telegraphed to
Jamestown to intercept this raft and return here, if commanded by
my officer lately on the Rappahannock, believing this to be what is
desired now, although General Halleck's order was for all bridges
hero or at Por.t Royal to go up to General Butler.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-7.15 a. m.

Brigadier-General BENHAM,
Command'ing Engineer Brigade, Fort Monroe, Va.:

The commanding general desires you to send in a report showing
what bridging material and intrenching tools have been brought by
you to Fort Monroe, what you expect to receive in addition, and the
disposition made of the property ill your charge.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

,

~• I
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H. W. BENHAM,
Br'igadier-Ge'neral

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Fori Monroe, June 4, 1864. (Received 4.55 p. m.) .

General S. WILLIAMS,
Asst. Adjutant-General, Hdqrs. Army of the. Potomac:

In reply to your dispatch of this date, just received, I would state
that I brought here about 1,460 feet of wooden bridging, all for
whieh I had the chess. This was BE:\nt up to General Butler on the
day of its arrival, June 1, by order of General Halleck. I am ex
pecting here to-morrow if the weather permits it to cQme out of
York River, the bridge that was at FrederICksburg, last placed under
General Abercrombie. This was over 400 feet. I have also here
for an emergency fifteen canvas boats, but no other bridging, as I
had not the chess. In addition I have here in the barges the sand
bags, tools, lumber, and other material ordered by General
Humphreys, according to Major Duane's schedule, on the 16th of
April. I would further state that the brid~ing that arrived at Wash
ington from New York since I left, I beheve about 1,200 feet, has
been sent, as Colonel Pettes telegraphs to-day, to Bermuda Hun
dred, by order of the War Department, and I presume it to be in a
raft that I saw passing Rip at 9 a. m. to-day. There is no more
bridging of any consequence now at the depot, and I expect no more
at present.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-12 m. (Received 6.20 p. m.)

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM, '
Commanding Engineer Brigade:

Your dispatch of 7 p. m. June 3 received. The commanding gen
eral directs that you collect at Fortress Monroe all the bridging ma
terial at your command, including that just sent to WashingtDn
from New York, and that you hold the same in readiness to be
moved at very short notice, unless you receive instructions of a con
trary tenor from authority superior to the commauding general, and
in that event you will promptly communicate to these headquarters
a.ny orders that may 00 sent you by such superior authority.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 4, 1864-5.20 p. m. (Received 11.15 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM:
The commanding general directs that the two steamers you have

be turned over to the quartermaster's department, and that the
property in your charge on the steamers be placed in such locality
on shore that it can promptly be put afloat again when requir~d.
A dispatch was sent to yon thIS morning directing that tho bl'Idglllg

-expected at Washington from New York be I\t once taken to :B'or
tress Monroe.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

38 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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W. H. PETTES,
Colonel, &c.

BERMUDA, June 4, 1864.

C. E. FULLER,
Lieutenant-Oolonel.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
J1tne 4,1864-6.10 p. m. (Received 11.15 a. m.5th.)

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM:
Your dispatch of this date received. I am directed by the com

manding general to say that it has not been the design of any order
issued here to interfere in any manuer with a full compliance au .
your part with the instructions given yoU: by Major-General Halleck
with regard to sending bridging to General Butler. Wheu the
order directing you to l'ollect all the bridging and hold it at Fortress
Monroe snoject to the orders of the commanding general, of which
a copy was sent to you yesterday, was igSllf'd it was not known here
that any instruet.ions had been given you by General Halleck. The
commanding g-eneml desires, however, that you will promptly com
municate to him the substance of any instructions you may receive
from Major-General Halleck, so that he may be kept aequainted
with the condition of affairs ill your charge. A pontoon brl(l~e has
been brought here to-day by the command of Col. A. A. GIbson.
Perhaps it is the one sent to Port Royal from Fredericksburg, but I
cannot at the present moment ascertain this.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

WASHINGTON NAVY-YARD,
June 4, 1864. (Received 12.30 p. m.)

Brigadier-General BENHAM:
Captain Slosson has gone to White House. The New York bridge

has been sent to Bermuda Hundred by the order of the War Depart
ment. There is not. a foot of bridge complete here: All its halks
and chess have been sent away. I shall have fourteen wooden pon
toons finished in ahout a week. Hope to have chess and balk for
thom and twenty canvas boats within ten days.

W. H. PETTES,
Colonel, &c

NAVY-YARD, Washington, June 4,1864.
Brigadier-General BENHAM:

The hridge from New York has been sent to Bermuda Hundred
by Department orders.

Major-General BUTLER:
The Mayflower has arrived loaded with ammunition from the

fort. When about 18 miles this side of Newport News two field
pieces opened upon her from the left-hand side of the river; coming
up 4 miles this side of Day's Point, 40 shots were fired, but only 1
went through the vessel, doing no damage. Jamestown Island, Fort
Powhatan, and Wilson's Lauding have been notified of the atta.ck
by the master of the Mayflower.
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GILLMORE'S,
Jtme 4, 1864.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

FLAO-SHIP AnAVi AM,
Farm,.',,; lslalld, ro., June 4, ll:i64-10 p. Ill.

(Received 8.30 p. m. 5th.)
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the ..Yat·y:
No enemy's armed vessel has becn seen sillce we camo up this

river. A 'barge and four schooners, provided by and at the expense
of the army, are here to-night ready, with shingle ballast, for sink
ing in Trent's Reach at the locality designated by General Butler,
who recommends the measure. This will be done if a diminution
of my force or controlling military operations require it previous to
the arrival of the torpedo-fitted decked steam-barges, wliich I hope
soon to receivo. .

8. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In Camp, JUlie 4, 1864.

General GILLMORE,
Commanding, &c. :

General Butler directs that hereafter no flag of truce be sent to
the enemy, except by ordors from these headquarters.

CRAS. J . PAINE,
Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

Colonel PAINE,
Acting Chief of Staff:

I have never sent a flag of truce but once, and then by General
Butler's pe~i88ion.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. FIRST DIV., T~TH ARMY CORPS,
No. 32. f In the Fleld, Va., June 4, 1864.

T. Two sectiollB of Wheeler's battery, now in reserve.. will relieve
the two sections of Sanger's battery, now posted in Battery No.4.
The ranges to the different rebel batteries in front will be noted.

II. Ashby's battery will be posted in the new water battery in the
bend a shqrt distance below Curtis' house. Lieutenant Mowers, com
mandin&" will report for duty to First Lieut. George Dimock, First
ConnectIcut Artillery, commanding the battery.

III. Col. H. M. Plaisted, commanding Third Brigade, will detail
from his command 100 men, properly officered, to report at 5 p~ m.
this day, for picket duty, to Col. J. B. Howell, commanding First
Brigade.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:
A. TERRY,

Assi8tant Adjutant-General.
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GENERAL ORDERS, 1 HDQRS. CAY. DIV., DEPT. VA. AND N. C.,
No.4. f Near Point of Rocks, Va., June 4,'1864.

In consequence of some acts of pillaging and plundering on the
recent expeditions that have come to his notice, the general com
mandin&, finds it necessary to call the attention of the command to
the subJect, with a view to its correction on future expeditions
within the enemy's lines. Officers are admonished that there is
nothin~ that so seriously demoralizes a command than the ueglect
on theIr part to check, by the most stringent and arbitrary meas
ures, all disposition to plundtlr or pillage on the part of the men.
Soldiers should know that pillaging and plundering are among
the most serious offenses that they can commit, and that the
custom of commanders has been to cause the summary execution
of men caught in the act. Officers have usually been directed to
shoot down on the spot men engaged in these cnmes. A few men
by their conduct in this respect can cancel all the credit which the
command would otherwise receive through its achievements, and
those that have the misfortune to be captured are at the mercy of
the enemy, as such acts cause to the perpetrators and their associates
a forfeiture of their right to be treated as prisoners of war.

It is, therefore, the duty of every soldier, on the ground of self
protection, to aid in bringing to punishment offenders of this nature.
The enemy have natural rights, which should be respected, and all
soldiers should treat their foes as they should claim to be treated if
the misfortunes of war placed them at the mercy of their opponents.
Retaliation, which is sometimes the excuse for such offenses, cannot
be left to the discretion of individuals, but must be directed by
proper authorit)". The principles regarding captures should be
understood by all soldiers, as well as officers; they are fixed by law
and regulations, and are constantly reiterated in orders. (See
General Orders, No. 10, headquarters Department of Virginia and
North Carolina, current series.*)

All captures by the army are the property of the Government,
which requires that everything seized from individuals in the
enemy's line.s shall be taken by officers and receipted for in the name
of the United States, and re~ularly taken up and accounted for as
any other similar property claImed by the Government. Officers who
neglect to do this lay themselves l~able to the penalties prescribed
for the embezzlement of public property. The peculiar character
of the cavalry service affords facilities and temptations greater than
in the other arms of the service, and renders strin~ent measures to
correct evil more necessary. The general commandmg warns offend
ers that he will use every effort to bring them to punishment. He
is satisfied that there is no unusual tendency to steal and rob (for
such are the names of these offenses in times of peace) in the com
mand, but he is anxious to have it entirely free from such imputa
tions, and to make it so will be the obJect of his labors, and 'he
trusts to the hearty co-operation of the officers and men to accom
plish this end.

By command of Brigadier-General Kautz:
M. J. ASCH,

Captain and Acting Assis(ant Adjutant-General.

* See Vol. XXXIII, p. 049.
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EDWD. A. WILD,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

[OPERATOR.]

FORT MONROE, June 4, 1864.

-,

FORT MAuRrDER, June 4, 1864.
Lieutenant SCHROEDER,

Actir!g Assistant Adjutallt-General:
The following message from Jamestown Island just received:
SIR: I have the honor to report that the stRam-barge Mayflower has just stopped.

and reports that the rebels opened on them with a battery of thrt'e pi{'Ct'l! at the
Point of Shoals, about 5 miles below here. They, also report a gun-boat ashore.

C. H. LIBEAN.
LieuteJlQ11t, Commanding Post. JameJltoum Island.

W. H. P: STEERE,
Coronel, Commanding.

JAMESTOWN, June 4, lRG4.
Lieut. H. T. SCHROEDER,

Acting Assistant Aiijutant-General:
. The following was left here from headquarters Wilson's Wharf,

June 4:
CAPTAIN OF THOMAS POWELL OR OTHER TRANSPORT:

On your pa8Ilage down you will stop at Jamestown Island and telegraph thence
to Fort Monroe that the enemy have a light battery on the south bank of the James.
opposite Middle Light. Point of Shoals, belO\\' Hog Point, and have fired upon
our steamers. Request that gun-boats be sent up from Newport News to shell
them out.

Respectfully, yours,

General SHEPLEY:

Following dispatch has been received from West Point, June 4,
to George D. Sheldon, manager telegraph line:

I have guards stationed day and night at each end of the cable. Thl.'re are 38
miles line from here to Gloucester Point. It will require 50 mounted men to patrol
line prOJ*rly. There are 20 here now. The balance had better come over line to
this point and report to Lieutenant McGee, and he will station them so that they
can go over every part of the line each day, and have 10 men in reserve at eacn
end for ElllCOrt to repairers.

WM. MACINTOSH,
Line Builder.

I would recommend that the disposition of tbe forces asked for be
made.

H. T. SCHROEDER
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Alijutant-General.

HnQRS. DIST. OF NORTH CAROLINA,
_ Npw Berne, N. C., June 4, 1864.

Maj. R. S. DAVIS,
A. A. G., Hdqrs. Dept. of ro. and N. C.. in the Field:

MAJOR: I respectfully reguest that a few of the surf-boats, which
I understand are now"at Norfolk or Fort Monroe, may be sent to
me. I wish to land qUickly on the shore, near Masonhorough Inlet,
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about 1,000 men, anll if I can have ten or evpn 8ix of those surf
boats this landing can be effected without diflicnlty. If this can be
done, and I have every confidence that it can, there is a fair chance
of our bein~ able to surprise Fort Fisher. If we cannut do that.
the expeditIOn can be turned into a raid that may call off no small
force from Virginia. The naval forces off Wilmington wi1l co-oper
ate, but I find that they have not the means of landing the men as
rapidly as is necessary. Fearing that you may not be at Fort Mon
roe at this time, I shall write to Colonel Biggs, urging him to send
the boats.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harbor, Va., June 6, 1864.

Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff of the Army, Washington, D. C.:

GENERAL: A full survey of all the ground satisfies me that it
would not be practicable t9 hold a line northeast of Richmond that
would protect the Fredericksburg railroad, to enable us to use it for
supplymg the army. To do so would give us a long vulnerable line
of road to protect, exhausting much of our strength in guarding it,
and would leave open to the enemy all of his lines of communica
tion on the south side of the James. My idea from the start has
been to beat Lee's army, if possible, north of Richmond, then, after
destroying his lines of communication north of the James River, to
transfer the army to the south side and besiege Lee in Richmond, or
follow him south if he should retreat. I now find, after more than
thirty days of trial, that the enemy deems it of the first importance
to run no risks with the armies they now have. They act purely on
the defensive, behind breast-works, or feebly on the offensIve imme
(liately in front of them, and where in case of repulse they can
instantly retire behind them. Without a greater sacrifice of human
life than I am willing to make, all cannot be accomplished that I
had designed outside of the city. I have, therefore, resolved upon
the following plan: I will continue to hold substantially the ground
now occupied by the Army of the Potomac, taking advantage of any
favorable circumstance that may present itself, until the cavalry
can be sent west to destroy the Virginia Central Railroad from
about Beaver Dam for some 25 or 30 miles west. When this is
effected, I will move the army to the south side of James River,
either by crossing the Chickahominy and marching near to City
Point, or by going to the mouth of the Chickahominy on the north
side and crossing there. To proviae for this last and most probable
contingency six or more ferry-boat.s of the largest class ought to be
immediately provided. Once on the south side of the James River
I can cut off all sources of supply to the enemy, except what is fur
nished hy the canal. If Hunter succeeds in reaching Lynchburg
that will be lost to him also. Should Hunter not succeed I will
still make the effort to destroy the c.anal by sending cavalry up the
suuth side of the river with a pontoon train to crOl'IS wherever they
can. The feeling of the two armies now seems to be that the rebels
can protect themselves only by strong intrenchments, while our

~ - .;,---"-~
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U. S. GRANT,
Lielltenallt-General.

army is not only confident of protecting" itself without intrl'neh
ments. but that it can beat and drive the enemy wherever and
whenever he can be found without this prowction.

VeJ'y respectfully,

HEADQUARTER8 ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harbor, ra., June 5, 1864-.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army oj the Potomac:

GENERAL: The object of the cavalry expedition to Charlottesville
and Gordonsville is to effectually break up the railroad connection
between Richmond and the Shenandoah Valley and Lynchburg. To
secure this end thf'Y should go as far as Charlottesville, and work uJ!on
the Lynchburg branch and main line to Staunton for several mlles
beyond the junction. '.this done they cou1l1 work back this way to
where the road is already destroled, or until driven off by a supe
rior force. It is desirable tha every rail on the road destroyed
should be so bent or twisted a.'l to make it impossible to repair the
road without supplying new rails. After the work is accomplished,
herein directed, the cavalr~ will rejoin the main army, keeping
north of the Pamunkey untIl the position of the army is known to
them. It may be found necessary to keep on the north side as far
down as West Point. Instructions will he sent to General Hunter
by the cavalry expedition. He will be required to joiu his force to
General Sheridan's and return with him to the Army of the Potomac.
If it is found/racticable, whilst the cavalry is at the most westerly
point reache by it, to detach a brigade or more to go over to the
James River and destroy the canal, it will be a service well repaying-
for three or four days' detention.

U. S. GRANT,
LieUtenant-General.

COLD HARBOR, VA., Ju.,ne 5, 1864-7 p. m.
(Rece!ved 6th.)

Major-General HALLECK,
ChIef oj Staff:

The object.of sending troops to Mobile now would not be so much
to assist General Sherman against Johnston as to secure for him a
base of supplies after his work is done. Mobile also is important to
us and would be a great loss to the euemy. Let the 100-days' men,
such of them as you have to spare, move on.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jtme 5, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
GENERAL: Any communication by flag of truce will have to come

from you, as the enemy do not recognize me as in command whilst
you are present.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.
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COLD HARBOR, VA., June 5, 1864.
General R. E. LEE,

Commanding Confederate Army:
It is reported to me that there are wounded men, probably of both

armies, now lying exposed and suffering between the lines occupied
respectively by the two armies. Humanity would dictate that some
provision should be made to provide against such hardships. I
would propose, therefore, that hereafter when no battle is,raging
either party be authorized to send to any point between the :pickets
or skirmish lines, unarmed men bearing litters to pick up theIr dead
or wounded witlibut being fired upon by the other party. Any
other method 89ually fair to both ~'~.rties you may propose for meet
ing the end deSIred, will be accepted by me.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA.
June 5, i 864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
Commanding U. S. Armies:

GENERAL: I hltve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
Jetter of this date proposing that hereafter, except in time of action,
either party be at liberty to remove the dead and wounded from,
between the lines. I fear that Buch an arrangement will lead to
misunderstanding and difficulty. I propose, therefore, instead, that
when either party desires to remove their dead or wounded

i
a flag

of truce be sent, as is customary. It will always afford me p easure
to comply with such a request as far as circumstances will permit.

Very respectfuUy, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, I HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 28. f Cold Harbor, Va., June 5, 1864.

1. Brig. Gen. J. G. Barnard, U. S. Volunteers, having reported
for duty to the lieutenant-general commanding, is hereby announced
as chief engineer of the armies in the field, and will be respected and
obeyed accordingly.

* * * * * * *
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

E. S. PARKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
OFFICE CHIEF Qu ARTERMASTER,

Camp near Cold Harbor, June 5, 1864
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,

Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: I have the honor to report, for the information of the

major-general commanding, that the White House depot is fully
established and in most efficient operation. All needful supplies of

-~
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subsistence, forage, clothing, intrenching tools, &c., are 011 hand
there for issue. Wharves are built and l\ARigned for the accommo
dation of different staff 'departments. The depot is under the imme
diate charge of Capt. P. P. Pitkin, assistant quartermaster, who has
a competent force of offibers, employes, and material, and who can
transfer the establishment to James River in a few hours' notice.
The depots for this army have been established and kept up gener
ally under my direct supervision and orders, and local commanders
have never been permitted to interfere with the details. It is not
probable that anv unauthorized officer will ever intervene between
these headquarters and our depot, but to avoid the possibility of
such an occurrence, I would most respectfully suggest that the gen
eral commanding announce in orders that I shall be charged with
the direct location, organization, and supervision of our depots.
under his general directions. Such duties have actually been per
formed by me. It is AO understood by the Quartermaster-General.
I would a.qk 'that the commander of the troops at White Honse
station be instructed to furnish guards, &c., for the protection of
the depot, and to picket all the approachfls to it. There should be a
force at Cumberland, near the bar. He should have a chief quarter
master immediately under his orders, who can provide supplies for
his command, by requisition, in the usual and prescribed manner,
and who should make the necessary reports to me.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
RUFUS INGALLS,

Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT,

June 5, 1864-6.30 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Stoff :
. GENERAL: A J?rivate from the Thirty-fourth North Carolina

Regiment (Scales brigade) came into our lines voluntarily this
morning about 10 o'clock. He represents Scales' brigade as being
on the extreme right of A. P. Hill's corps, and touching a swamp
at the source of a stream running into the Chickahominy below
Duan(5's Bridge. At this point Wilcox's division forms a very abrupt
tum, some 250 yards in front of the Adams house. General Scales'
headquarters are at the Adams house. On the opposite side of this
swamp the line is continued by General Hoke's command, which
extends to the Chickahominy. Informant is certain that Hoke's
old brigade, Clingman's, and he thinks a South Carolina brigade,
a.re commanded by Hoke. General Elzey's reserves, consisting of
Government employes and the home guard of Richmond, are op
posite General Hoke's line on the south side of the Chickahominy.
Informant left Richmond on Wednesday morning last, with 30

- other conscripts that were assigned to Scales' brigade. They first
reported at the headqnarters of the provost-marshal-general to the
left of the Mechanicsville turnpike, about 3 miles from Richmond.
He saw here a large amonnt of cavalry, said to be William H. F.
Lee's division. The cavalry guard. said they were preparing for a
raid on our right in the direction of Fredericksburg. Informant
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GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.

P. S.-Captain Pame, topographical engineer, was present during
the examination of this man.

saw negroes at work on fortificationR ahout :? mil'os out of the city
which were very extensive; also, at work leveling off old fortifica
tions between this line and the Chickahominy. Informant says that
in a conversation between General Scales and another officer he
heard the general say that they had only dne line of battle; infor
mant could not say whether he meant the entire line or was only
speaking of his own division. He knows very little of the line
except about his own brigade. He thinks Breckinridge is on the
left of Wilcox's division. General Lee's headquarters are at the
house of Dr. Gaines.

Very respectfully,

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Ad}ut{tnt-General.

HEADQU ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-6 a. m.

Corps commanders will report the condition of affairs on their
front, and what progress, if any, was made during the night in ad-
vancing on the enemy. .

By command of Major-General Meade:

CIRCULAR.]

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOHAC,
June 5, 1864.

SPECIAL ORDERS, }
No. 153.

• • * * * • •
2. The troops composing the command brought to this arm)'" by

Col. A. A. Gibson, Second Pennsylvania Artillery, are assigned as
follows, and will join their respective commands without delay:
Twenty-seventh New York Battery, to Ninth Corps, to which it be
longs; Second Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, to Eighteenth Corps;
Tenth New York Heavy Artillery, to EiO'hteenth Corps; One hun
dred and eighty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, to Fifth Corps;
Second Maryland Volunteers, to Fifth Corps;* detachments Eighth
New York Heavy Artillery, Second Corps, to which this re~iment

belongs; detachments Ninth New York Heavy Artillery, Sixth
Corps, to which the regiment belongs; detachment Sixteenth Mich
igan Volunteers.: Fifth Corps, to which the regiment belongs; de
tachments One hundred and fortieth and One hundred and forty
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Second Corps, to which the regi
ments belong; First Delaware Cavalry (dismounted and armed as
infantry), Sixth Army'" Corps ; Lieut. C. H. Peirce and detachments
Battery F, Third ArtIllery, and C, Fourth Artillery, Cavalry Corps,
with which the batteries are serving; detachment Twenty-second
New York Cavalry, Cavalry Corps, to which the regiment belongs.
Lieutenant Day, with the detachment of engineer troops under his
command. will rerurt at these headqnarters for orders.

By command 0 Majer-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant AddutanJ-General.
* Changed to the Ninth Corps by pamj:{Tllph 4. of same orders.

.....
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SECOND CORPS,
June 5,1864-7..15 a. m.

SECOND CORPS,
June 5, 1864-1 p. m.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
j[ajor-Ol"'/Ieral, Cummanding.

-~--~

ORDERS.] HEAD~l;ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, It'G-l-4 p. m.

The following movements and changes are ordered for to-night,
and will commence as soon after dark as practicahle :

1. Major-General Warren will withdraw and move by way of Old
Church to the vicinity of Leary's, about 2 miles in rear of Cold Har
bor, where he will remain in resen'e, prepared to move wherever
required.

2. Major-General Burnside will change his position, keeping his
left united with General Smith's right, in the best manner the_ground
admits of, and extend along Roundabout Creek and the Matade
quin, past Allen's Mill, toward the fork of Old Church road, near
tbe crossing of the Matadequin. .

3. Major-General Smith will modify his right in the manner re
quired by this change of position of General Burnside.

4. Brigadier-Generl;\l Ferrero will hold his command ready to
move on the morning_of the 6th.

5. Major-General Hancock will extend his picket or skirmish line,
with strong supports, to the nearest point of the Chickahominy, re-
lieving the cavalry pickets in that space. .

6. Major-General Sheridan will hold two divisions of his cavalry
ready to carry out, at the time to be indicated, the special instructIOns
which will be given him. A brigade of the remaining division will
be posted at Old Church, and picket from the right of General Burn
side to the Pamunkey. The other brigade will picket the Chicka
hominl from the left of General Hancock. The changes in the posi
tion a the cavalry will be made at such time and by such routes
as not to interfere with the-movements of the infantry.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

AS81'.<Jfant Adjutant-General.

General WILLIAMS:

I shall have a detailed report of operations last night at 8 o'clock.
My information now is that the two advanced points in front of
General Gibbon and General Barlow are partially connected by a
ritle-pit, which will be about 300 yards long wnen completed, and
some 15 or :w yards nearer the enemy than the one now held.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

General WILL'iAMS:

Can any arrangement be made by which the wounded in front of
Barlow can be removed? I understand men wounded on the 3d are
still lying there.
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[First indol"llement.]

[8eooDd indorsement.]

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Respectfully referred to Lieutenant-Gene~alGrant.
Is it possible to ask, under flag of truce, for permission to remove

the wounded now lying between our lines, and which the enemy's
sharpshooters prevent me bringing off ?

The wounded are lying in fI'out of the Second, Sixth, and Eight
eenth Corps.

Respectfully,

A flag might be sent proposing to suspend firing where the
wounded are, until each party get their own. I have no objection
to such a course. '"

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

SECOND CORPS,
June 5, 1864-1.15 p. m.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

General GEORGE G. MEADE, .
Commanding Army of the Potoma~:

GENERAL: We picket along the Dispatch road, beyond the point
where the enemy hold it to the Mechanicsville road, where we con
nect with the cavalry pickets. Have you any orders for Birney
other than your verbal ones to me? The enemy are extending to
the left and building works. I ought to leave one brigade of Bir
ney's in reserve to form in part a second line for Gibbon.

Your obedient servant,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Brig. Gen. JOHN GIBBON,
Commanding Second Division, Second Corps:

GENERAL: General Meade informed me this morning that he had
been told that night before last, when the enemy assaulted your line
of Smyth and Owen, the enemy took your front line and that our artil
lery drove them out. As ~ had heard of no such thing I denied it,
but I desire to hear from you on the subject.

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

MaJor-General, Commanding.
[FIrst indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
. ~une 5, 1864.

This communication is respectfully referred to Bnloradier-General
Owen and Colonel Smyth, commandmg Second and Tbird Brigades,
who will please make statements of the facts in the case.

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comely. Division.

*See Meade to Grant, 1.30 p. m., p. 599.
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HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., SECOND DIV., SECOND CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

Maj. J. M. NORVELL,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

I have the honor to state that tho information upon which state~

ment of Major~GeneralMeade, above referred to by Major-General
Hancock, is entirely erroneous. My front line has not been driven
one inch from the position assumed by me immediately after the as
sault on the mormng of the 3d instant, although attacked three
several times.

I have the honor to bo, your obedient servant,
JOSHUA T. OWEN,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

[Third lDdonement.]

HDQRS. 3D BRIG., 2D DIV:, SECOND ARMY CoRPS,
June r;, 1864.

Maj. J. M. NORVELL,
Assistant Adjutant-Gpneral:

Sm: In reply to the foregoing communication I have the honor to
state that the report is false, and that on the contrary my command
handsomely repulsed the enemy, took'about ao prisoners, including
a lieutenant, and captured over 200 rifle muskets left in front of my
line.

I am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
- THOS. A. SMYTH.

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

[Fourth Indol"llement.]

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June 5, 1864.

This communication was referred to General Owen and Colonel
Smyth as a matter of form, for I felt sure, from the reports received
at t he time, from the fact that I found none of my command strag
gliD~ to the rear, that the firing did not advance, and from the re
flectIOn that had my first and only line been broken, the enemy could
not probably have been checked before that line had rallied behind
my second Ime of rifle-pits, that General Meade's information was
entirely erroneous. I should be pleased to know his authority for a
statement which is so opposed to the facts of the case.

Respectfully,
JOHN GIBBON,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Divi.s-wn.

[Fifth Indorsement.]

Respectfully referred to General Williams, assistant adjutant
general, Army of the Potomac.

.Colonel Smyth sent in 1 lieutenant and 33 ~nlisted me~ that
mght. Some heavy artillery, engaged as a workmg party, WIthout
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a,rms, did, I hear, get out of the way when the assault was made,
but whether the report originated from that circumstance or from a
fa\l!t too prevalent in this army to di8par~ the reputation of other
commands which have been more successful in the campaign, I
know not.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-1.50 p. m. (Received 2 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
The major-general commanding directs me to state in reply to

your dispatch that the order'" about being issued requires you to ex
tend your picket or skirmish line, with strong support, to the nearest
point to the Chickahominy, relieving the cavalry J?ickets in that
space. The cavalry will then picket the Chickahommy.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Majo'r-General and Chief of Staff.

SECOND CORPS,
Jun£ 5, 1864-4.10 p. m.

General W ILLIAMB :
GENERAL: I have sent over a prisoner of Thomas' brigade,Wilcox's

division, A. P. Hill's corps. He says the troops now fighting in our
front are Breckinridge's, supported by one division of Hill's corps,
a.nd that the other two divisions of Hill's corps are still farther to
our right, and have not been engaged. He was captured by our
pickets while he was out on a scout.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Mqjor- General..

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-5 p. m.

General [HUMPHREYS]:
I understand that General Wright's line is very short, and that he

has many troops in reserve, and that General Burnside haa a divis
ion in reserve, and that General Smith has reserves. Considering
that Hill and Breckinridge are both in front of me, I would respect
fully suggest whether General Wright could not relieve a ;portion of
General Gibbon's line. General Gibbon has but one hne, and' I
have had to keep a small brigade of General Birney in sUl?port of
him which General Birney WIll require. General Barlow WIll nave
a second line. The major-general commanding will be able to de
cide.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Ma:ior-General.

it See p.60S.

-'. -.-



Cftu. XLVlll.l CORIt1';''''PONIIENC'':' Jo;rC.-fTNHIN. 601

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TH"~ POTOMAC,
JlLne 5, 1864-6 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second C011J8:

Your dispatch of 5 p. m. received. I am direct~d by the C.oID
manding ~eneral to say that it i8 not practicable to relieve a portion
of Gibbon s line by extending the line of the Sixth Corps. General
Warren reports that he has been obliged to 0l,en a portion of his
line to stren~henanother part threatened by t 10 enemy. Now that
BirneY'8 divIsion has joined you, the commanding general decides
that you must rely upon your own command to hold your line.

- S. WILLIAMS,
.Assista)lt Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-7.10 p. m.

General WILLIAMS:
Colonel Lyman sends word that he has communicated with the

enemy, and is waiting to know how soon he will be received.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-[9.10 p. m.]

General WILLIAMS:
There has been a very animatelt musketry and artillery fire, ap

pare~tly commencillg on General Wright's left or on my right and
nmlllng to my left. No damage, apparently, has resulted, but the
details I am not yet advised of.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-[10.15 p. m.]

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-Oeneral, Comrrw nd ing.

P. S.-On the right the enemy fired on our rickets, who were in
tr~n~hing themselves ~n the center. {Jolone Swyth reports that

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

The musketry commenced to the right of General Gibbon, then
swept toward Wright and then back along Gibbon's whole front. On
General Barlow's line there was hardly a shot fired. I have Dot had
complete reports from General Gibbon. The First Delaware (dis
mounted) Cavalry, encamped near the cross-roads-I do not know
who they belong to-got into some trouble. My provost guard
formed along the road, caught the regiment, officers and men, but
now, since the firing has ceased and quiet is restored, they have re
turned to their camps.
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CIRCULAR.]

the enemy's skirmishers were crawling up on their hands and knees
with troops behind them. He repulsed them. General Owen, on
the left of Colonel Smyth, says that the enemy did not advauee
upon him, but fired upon him very heavily from their works, to
which he replied. -

Everything now is quiet as usual.
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

~Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-10 p. m.

General HANCOCK:
What has become of Lyman? He need not wait for an answer.

We can receive and forward it wheu delivered.
. GEO. G. MEADE,

~Major-General,Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 5, IB64.

General MEADE:
Nothing has been heard of Colonel Lyman since he went beyond

my picket-line with one of my staff I do not know that I will be
able to communicate with him.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

A flag of truce has gone out on our left by the Dispatch road
for the purpol:le of making some arrangements for taKing in the
wounded.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

General Gibbon reports that Colonel Smyth's brigade left some
of its wounded very near the enemy's works, and that others were
wounded iu the attempt to get them off. It is probable that a con
siderable number of dead remain behind the line.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH BRIGADE,
June 5, 1864.

Regimental commanders are informed that a flag has been sent
out from army headquarters propo8illg a c~ation of hostilitie& for
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a short time, to enable our troops to bring off the woundt:J(l in our
front. The command will be held in readiness to cease firing at a
moment's notice. During th~ truce, not a man or officer will be per
mitted outside the works, nor will they show themselves to the
enemy in any manner. Regimental commanders will be hfzld rigidly
respoQ.Sible that these orders are fully carried out. Notice will be
giveu in due time if the truce is agreed upon. This information is
published for the present for the information of regimental com
manders only.

By order of Colonel Beaver, commanding_brigade:
CHAS. P. HATCH,

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQuARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-1 a. m.

Major-General HUHPHRE7S:
I am just informed by Lieutenant Houghton, of Colonel McIn

tosh's cavalry, that their nearest picket is 2 miles from my right
flank. I am not capable of maint.aining any position whatever, if
that is all the co-operation I am to have. Officers being informed
that two divisions of cavalry are on my right flank, it but gives me
false assurances of being timely warned of the enemy's flank move
ments.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-1.20 a. m.

Major-General W AHREN:
I would be obliged to you ifloU would not open fire from your

left, as we are taking wouude over the road, and it would cause
mueh annoyance to them.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-1.50 a. m.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff·

39 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III

Major-General WARREN:

Your dispatch of 1 a. m. is received. I have transmitted a copy
of it to General Sheridan, commanding cavalry on the ri~ht, and
informed him that the instructions to the cavalry on the .rIght are
to picket from the right of the infantry to the Pamunkey and to at
tack the rear of the left of the enemy. I am instructed to say that
the commanding general expects the commander of the infantry
corps on the right and the commander of the cavalry there to
keep each other advised of every change that takes place in 1he
posItion of each..
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

------------- "-------------
* See quotation in Wilson to Humphrt')"s, 4 a. m., p. 631.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
JUlne 5, 1864--3.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN: '
Your dispatch· or 1 a. m. is received. My instructions are to

cover the right flank of the army from the incursions of the enemy.
This duty requires me to watch a line at least 4 miles in length. I
don't understand that I am to place my command in your front~ or
to dispose it specially to take care of your flank, but my first object
is to cover our trains, and in doing so to afford as much protection
to this flank of the army as possible. by' giving timely warning of
all that I may learn of movements of the enemy. So much for gen
eral instructiollS, but permit me to observe, general, that till the re
ceipt of your note, I had no information of your being on the right.
My pickets and patrols are directed to connect and keep up com
mUlllcation with the right flank of the infantry line, and will do so
as long as possible, but the infantry should not rely too much upon
me for close connections, since I have so much country flOt only to
watch but to guard from attacks of cavalry. I will instruct Colonel
McIntosh, commanding the brigade at Haw's Shop, to do all in his
power to keep you informed of rebel movements. General Torbert's
division I understand to be close to your lines and sent to assist in
the duties my division has been performing. It might be well to
open communication with him. He is somewhere on the road from
Linney's to Cold Harbor.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. 'WILSON,

Brigadier-General.

WARREN'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 5, 18G4-7.45 a. m.

General WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General:
Affairs remain the same as last evening. With all my prepara

tions, I was unable to make any ad vance during the night.
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General..

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 18G4-11.45 a. m. (Received 12.05 p. Ill.)

Major-General 'VARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps'
The major-geneml commanding directs me to inform you that you

will be withdrawn to-night by the right. and will probably move by
the road past Parsley's Mill, Hopkins' Mill, Woody's, &c. General
Burnside will bo withdrawn also, and take position from the right
of General Smith along the main branch of the Matadequin, past
Allen's Mill toward the Old Church road. General Ferrero will
take post at the forks of the Old Church road where it branches to
Cold Harbor, to Parsley's, &c., and extend right and left. The
major-geueral commanding directs that you make the preliminary
arrangements for this movement. Further instructions will be sent
you.
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HEADQUAHTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-I.:JO p. m.

Major-General W ARHEN :
The commanding general direds mo to inform you that instoad of

moving by the route indicated in my dh;pateh. vou will move to
Leary's, on the (>ld Church and Cold Harbor road, where the road
branches to Parsley's Mill. You will be held in reserve there. The
ordor directing that and other movements will he issued as soon as
it can be vreparod. General Ferrero will be directed not to take
position until you have passed the forks, where he will be posted.

. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
~ltfajor-General (t7ul Chief of Slaff.

BURNSIbE'S,
Jllne 5, 1864.

General WARREN:
What time do you propose to commence the withdrawal of your

troops, and what time do you withdraw your_pickets?
A. E. BURNSIDE,

MaJor-General.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-1.45 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE: ~

Preparatory to movements ordered for to-night, I "-mld like to
have you rE'place the brigade on tlw left of my line so that I can
have my troops a little more in hand. A swamp at present separates
it from the rest of Crawford's division, which swamp would make a
good position for your right flank.

Respectfully,

FIFTH CORPS,
June 5, H\U4-2.35 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
Leary's is not on my map. Is it south or north of the Matadequin ?

G. K. WARREN,
],fujor- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
JUIll' 5, 18li4-2.40 p. m.

Major-General WARREN:
Leary's is about three-quarters of a mile from these headquar

ters-nearer OM Church. It is south of the Mata(lClluin.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General.
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JUNE 5, 1864-[4.10 p. m.]

G. K. WARREN,
MaJor-GenercU.

BURNSIDE'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 5, 1864-4.20 p. m.

-
G. K. WARREN,

~Jlajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
June. 5, 1864-6 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
It is important for me to know if any orders have been issued to

release my left brigade.
G. K. WARREN,

MaJo-r-Gene·rcU.

General S. WILLIAMS:
I expect there may be some difficulty in meeting the case pre

sented by the remnant of the Pennsylvania Reserves, and as It is
important to have something' done at once, cannot the responsibility
be assumed to muster the officers selected subject to the approval of
the War Department? .

Res.pectfu1ly,

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Your dispatch has not been answered, because I have been out on
the line which I have been ordered to take to-night, but had I been
here it would have been impossible for me to have granted your
request ancWulfill my orders. I am directed to take up a new line
some at mi~s in length. Besides, having relieved one of General
Smith's brigades on his extreme right, I am now laying out the line.
I shall put all the reserve troops on it before dark.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

JUNE 5, 1864-5 p. m.
. Major-General HUMPHREYS:

I have asked General Burnside to relieve my left brigade, but he
says he cannot do it and carry out your orders. I am apyrehensive
that my line is too weak. There is heavy skirmishing al the time
and cheering in my front, and I have withdrawn that brigade, leav
ing only a skirmish line there. General Burnside's troops are near
there if the enemy should make any demonstration on that puil}.t,
WhICh I do not thmk probable.

Respectfully,

General HUMPHREYS:
The orders for movement to-night just received from Captain

Bates. There is a road I have had ropaired that runs very direct

I

.. '.-.;.J__~'.=r';'
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JUNE 5, 1864-[6.15 p. ill.]

and nearly east from hero to Leary's, al1l1 I believe is not to be used
by anyone. It strikes the road from Old Church to Colll Harbor a
little south of the Matadequin Crook. I propose to take that route
if there is no objection. It will not interfere with General Ferrero
at all, or with General Burnside. Does my order to be I>repared to
move wherever required contemplate my moving from Leary's be
fore daybreak ?

. G. K. WARREN,
Major-Ge neral.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I have just heard from a reconnoitering party I sent out on the

Shady Grove road. They first found ca'l¥l.lry vedettes and then some
infantry about the position of the advance hne we had in that direc
tion.

G. K. WARREN,
},[ajor-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5,1864-6.45 p. m. (Received 6.50 p. m.)

Major-General WARREN, •
Commanding Fifth CfYrP8:

The road you mentioned crosses the head of Allen's mill-pond, and
you would cross Burnside's troops extending from there toward the
Old Church road. The order to be prepared to move wherever re
9,uired does not contemplate your moving from Leary's before day
lIght.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June. 5, 1864-7.05 p. m. (Received 7.08 p. m.)

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The route you mentioned will not cut Burnside, since it is just
concluded that he will only throw back his right to Bosher's. You
can therefore use it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

GENERAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
No. -. June 5,1864.

The following reorganization of the Fifth Army Corps is hereby
made:

First. The First' Division will be commanded by Brig. Gen. C.
Griffin. It will consist of General Bartlett's brigade, General Sweit
zer's brigade, and the former Third Brigade, of the Fourth Division.

/ This bri~ade will be commanded by Colonel Chamberlain. Colonel
Bragg WIll rejoin his regiment. Three batteries will be attached to
this division.

-~..,;,;.. -.'
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Secoud. Thp S('cond Divi>;ion will bp commnndC'd hy Brig. Gen. R.
B. Ayn'R. It will ('ollsist of his own brigade, tho Mar~·landBrigade,
Colonel DushaJH', and the Heavy Artillery Brigade. Colonel Kitch
ing. Three batteries will also be asHhpwd to this division.

Third. The Third Division will be commanded by Brig. Gen. S.
W. Crawford. It will consist of the veteran brigade of Pennsylvania
Reserves, and the brigades commanded by Colonels Lyle and Bates.

Fourth. The Fourth Division will be commanded by Brig__ Gen. L.
Cutler, and will consist of the two brigades of Colonel Robinson
and Colonel Hofmann. '

Fifth. The remaining six batteries will constitute the reserve artil
lery of the corps.

This order will go into effect at once, and each commanding officer
will carry out his part of the changes ordered.

By command of Major-G~neralWarren:
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

A. S.MARVIN, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[General GRIFFIN:]
GENERAL: The major-general commanding wishes me to inquire

whether the firing heard in your front is the enemy pushing us, or
our troops advancing. .

Very respectfully,

[Indorsement.]

It is Colonel Sweitzer pushing out a line of skirmil'hers on the
Shady Grove road, just beyond Barker's house.

CHAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION. FIFTH CORPS,
June 5, Ul64:-6 p. m.

[General WARREN:]
GENERAL: The enemy occupy the line vacated by General Burn

side. Our liue first struck cavalrl' then infantry and two pieces of
artillery. If this is satisfactory will withdraw to my former line,
as it will take a brigade to carry his intrenched line.

CHAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-7 p. m.

General GRIFFIN:
If the enemy have forced your skirmish line so far back as to ex

pose our movement to-night, drive them back again far enough to
conceal it.

G. K. WARREN,
MaJor-General, Commanding.
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June 5, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June ti, 18G4.

[General GRIFFIN:]
GENERAL: General Warren directs that you withdraw just at

dark.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
Assisfant-A.(Vuta lit General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 18G4.

General GRIFFIN:
You can withdraw imme(liatply after General Cutler. Leave your

pickets on till 12 o'clock. aud send an officer to me so that I can
notify the different pickets to withdmw at the same time. Yours
and Cutler's can ren(lezvous at my headquarters. As the head of
your column passes my headquarters it will he put on the right
road.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-Gent'rai, C'OI1l ?Ila lUling.

JUNE 5, 181)4-12.:30 a, m.
General CRAWFORD:

I wish you would send me a brig-aIle to the Bethesda Church, to
be there at dayhreak. General Burmlide's whole corps is now on
your left, and you can get support from him rapidly if needed.

Respectfuqy,

[General W AHREN:]
GENERAL: Cannot General Burnside relieve my Maryland Brigade,

which is separated by a swamp from the brigade at its right? He
has a second line in rear of this brigade and apparently abundance of
troops to spare. If this is done I can strengthen the line weakened
by the withdrawal of Bates. As it is I have my line broken by two
swamps and it would be better to have the corps separated by such
obstacles than the brigades of a division. The swamp would be a
better termination of Burnside's line than the open field where it
now is.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-Gene-ral, Commanding Dil'ision.

The Reserves are not now on the line. They are at work organiz
ing, but until the officers are recognized nothing can be done. The
list goes to General Meade to-day. .
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
. June 5, 1864-6.20 p. m.

Major-General WARREN, Commanding Fifth Corps:
GENERAL: The field officer of the dav reports that the enemy has

greatly strengthened his picket-line within the last hour.
Very respectfully, your oberlient servant.

S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-7.30 p. m.

General eRAWFORD :
You can begin withdrawing your troops at once. Leave your

pickets on till 12 o'clock, and have an officer sent here to go and carry
word to the officer in charge of your picket-line when it is time to
'withdraw, leaving some one to show them the road you take. I will
send Bates' brigade with General Cutler. Send me word when the
head of your column moves.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

General CUTLER:
Have your command in readiness to withdraw as soon as I send

you word. Leave your pickets on and have an officer here at my
headquarters to take word to the officer in charge of them when to
withdraw. Take Bates' brigade along with your division. You will
have to march abont 4 miles and camp for the night. Bring the head
of your brigade past my headquarters. I will send you word when
to begin to move.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 5, 1864. (Received 6.45 a. m.)

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
General Neill, commanding my right division, advanced last night

about 40 yards, and his works are now in advance of those on his
right and left. General Ricketts constructed works upon the line
held by his skirmishers yesterday. Very little progress was made
by General Russell, except the establishing of new Ilositions for guns.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major- Ge-neral.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-9 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
The attack commenced on Russell's front has now stopped. Will

bring in full report as soon as received from division commanders.
W. W. SANDERS,

Captai'n and Aide-de-Camp.

... ...
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- Gene/'al.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, lSt.i4-2 a. m. (Received 3.10 a. m.)

-
SPECIAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,

No. 126. f June 5, 1864.
• * * • • • •

2. The First Delaware Cavalry Regiment (serving and armed Il.B
infantry) is assigned to Brigadier-G~\fieral Russell, commanding
First DIvision, and will report accordingly.

• • • • • • •
By command of Major-General Wright;

M. T. McMAHON,
Assistarit Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-1.30 a. lll.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
elL ief of Staff:

Do not think it will be well to open fire from my front. We ar
rived too late to establish batteries, and besides we are now carrying
wounded over roads which would be right under the return fire of
the enemy.

General MEADE:
I have expected that tele~raphiccommunication would be re-estab

lished before this, otherWIse would have sent this by an orderly.
• Last night in riding over the ground with General Smith I found

that the new position he :pointed out for a position of my troops was
in advance of his corps, mstead of the division of General Birney,
thereby relieving a :{>?rtion of the Eighteenth Corps, which I was not
ordered to do. I dId not know·that such was the case until just as
I was riding off the ground, and as I was ordered to relieve General
Birney and connect with General Smith, and at the same time hold
as much of my force in reserve as fossible, I decided to relieve
Birney first, which took the divisions 0 Willcox and Potter, Birney's
division being larger than both of them. Notwithstanding I was
not ordered to relieve any portion of Smith's corpA, I deemed it best,
under the circumstances, to put in this new r.osition a portion of
Crittenden's division, which did not arrive untIl after dark. Major
Morton reported to General Smith for that purpose, and was told by
the general that he had better liot commence the work until daylight.

- I shall put a force there at daybreak, unless otherwise ordered. Am
I right? It was impossible for Major Morton to commence his
approach understandlllgly last night, as it was so dark he could not
see and was a stranger to the ground, and besides no working
parties had been formed-we not having expected to be called upon
for such work in this section of the line until after night-fall. We
commence at daylight in the morning.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

-'~!_---~~~.~.~- ,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 186-1-3.30 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Your dispatch concerning the relieving of part of Eighteenth

Corps was received. Everything is satisfactory.
, GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General. Commanding.
•

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864. (Received 4.10 a. m.)

Major-General BURNSIDE:
I thought it was understood that the lines which my troops occupy

were not to be occupied by yours, and that the new lines which you
were to take up would shorton yours, besides bringing my own tr60ps
already there in excess. I did not, therefore, think it necessar~ for
these troops to wait to be relieved by others when I ordered them
away.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

General BURNSIDE:
If you will put your left where you said you would, it would

shorten your present line and therefore be more easily held, besides
making the whole line continuous and stronger. I cannot afford to
straddle that swamp, for I cannot communicate with sufficientfacility.
Ask for the chief engineer of the army to come and settle the matter,
if you do not like the plan to which you agreed yesterday.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General. .

HEADQU"ARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS, .
June 5, 1864-10.25 [a. m.].

General MEADE,
Commanding the Army of the Potomac:

I omitted to report to you yesterday that the indications on the
ground evacuated by the enemy yesterday in our front shows that
their loss in the fight of Thursday evening and Friday was very
severe-many of the dead were left unburied, and such as were buried
were scarcely covered. They lost also a large number of bat.tery
horses, one caisson blown up, and one abandoned. Our loss in the
two fights was very severe-Thursday night our loss was 350 and on
Friday about 1,000. I hope to send you accurate returns to-day.
Our men on both of these occasions behaved with great coolness and
gallantry and are now in !food spirits and condition. The work in
advance of General Smith s-old right is nearly finished, and we are
endeavoring to gain a position about 80 or 100 yards beyond the ad
vance line of General Birney yesterday, which will place us on a ridge
that commands the enemy's skirmish pits and enable us to push our
approaches with greater facility. We shall try to ge~ some artillery

. . :.....
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in advantageous pO!:!itions <luring the day. I will havo Major Mor
ton send yon 11 sketch of our new line as soon as it is established.
Our rations were issued during the night and this morning, and all
our wounded have been loaded and started for the rear. The artillery
horses you ordered here yesterday are being distributed and our
batteries will be in good trim before night. There is some difficulty
in supplying forage, but we hope to overcome it.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-10.50 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
. The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that
your position will be changed to-night and that it will extend from
the right of General Smith, near the Widow Thomas' [Thomf.son's?J,
along the main branch of the Matadequin past Allen's Mil , toward
the road from Old Church where it forks to Cold Harbor, to Parsley's,
&c. General Ferrero will be directed to hold this fork and extend
right and left. It is understood you will, in the mean time, make all
the preliminary arrangements for the change.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-11 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Commanding Armies of the United States:

GENERAL :' Brig. Gen. James H. Ledlie, commanding a brigade in
the First Division of this corps, I understand has not been confirmed,
and as Congress adjourns to-morrow, he will be out of service unless
he is confirmed on that day. He has behaved with great energy and
gallantry since joining this command. and. I beg that you will, if
possible, have the Senate confirm his nomination to-morrow.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1~64--11.50 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Ch·ief of Staff:

I understand from one of my officers that Major Duane informed
him that we were ordered to take a new position. I have received
no such order. and lest it may have miscarried, I send this dispatch
requp-sting duplicate.

. A E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Jwne 5, 1864-12.15 [po m.].

General SETH WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

I have received Special Orders, No.·153, and beg to state that the
Second Maryland is a veteran regiment, belonging to the Ninth Corps,
just returned from furlou~h. It reported to me last night, and has
been assigned to its dirislOn. It is a very small regiment, and I
hope it may be allowed to remain where it is. It may not be amiss
to state that this corps received none of the re-enforcements since the
campaign commenced.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMy CORPS,
June 5, 1864-12.25 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I understand that there are quite a number of men belonging to

the Ninth Army Corps now with General Abercrombie, also some
with General Patrick. Can they be sent to their command?

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-12.45 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
You are authorized to retain the Second Maryland Regiment. The

order consigning it to the Fifth Corps will be revoked. It was not
known that the regiment belonged to your command.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Gene·ral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Your telegram of 12.25 is received. General Patrick will send.

you to-day all the men he has belonging to your command. Gen
eral Abercrombie has been called upon for a field return of his com
mand, and if it appears that he has any men belonging to the Ninth
Corps they will be ordered to join you at once.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS, .
June 5, 1864-4.30 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

After a careful inspection of the ground, accompained by Major
Morton, I am satisfied that the line, in order to be at all secure WIth
the small force we have, should run directly from the Woody house
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

to the head of All~n's mill-pond. The redoubt which is being built
in front, on the ri~ht of General Smith's line, with the works con
necting with it, WIll require nearly a brigade to hold it, and even
with that it would be a very- unsafe position, and the line from that
point to Allen's Mill is certalllly 2; miles long, and from there to Gen
eral Ferrero's position over a mile long, If we take ul? the line as di
rected in the order we will have but few obstructions III front, whilst
we will have in rear of a greater portion of our line im'passable
swamps and ponds. I am clearly of the opinion that the hne from
!lere to the head of Smith's pond, thence to Allen's Mill along its
south side, is altogether the strongest line. Will yon be kind enough
to lay this before the commanding general at once, and let me know
the decision, as in either caSe nearly the entire line will have to be
cut through the woods.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-5.15 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Oommanding Ninth Oorps:

Your dispatch received. The major-general commanding directs
me to say that if you prefer to remain on your present line you can
do so. General Warren will, however, withdraw, as directed. The
eommanding general desires a reply to this as soon as possible.

A. A.. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of 81aff.

HEADQUAR'l'ERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-6.35 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Omnmanding Ninth Oorps:

General Warren reports that he has been obliged to withdraw a
bri~ade from his left to meet threatening attacks elsewhere, leaving
a pIcket-line there. The commanding general wishes you to look
out for that part of General Warren's line.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

HDQRS. 3D DIV., CAV. CORP3, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-7.20 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The enemy's cavalry in small force have been feeling my picket

line from Butler's toward your right. They came down' from the
direction of Mechanicsville to Gibson's. My skirmishers have
driven them off, and I shall send the Second New York to move out
on a reconnaissance. The line to-night will consist of two regiments,
under command of Colonel Harhaus, who will communicate with
you.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jtme 5,1864-7.35 p. m.

Ma.jor-General BURNSIDE:
The major-general commanding (lirects that instead of changing

your position to the line of tho Matadeqnin you throw back your
right to Bosher's and extend a line of skirmishers beyond. The
cawlry brigade covering the right will be at Linney's and picket
from your right to the Pamunkey. General Ferrero is directed to
concentrate his troops at Old Church.

A. A: HUMPHREYS.
MajU'1'-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864. (Received 7.45 p. m.)

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Has a detachment of the Thirteenth Ohio Cavalry, dismounted

and armed as infantry, joined your command? It is reported that
it is with Crittenden's division.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General:
The Thirteenth Ohio has not joined this command. I was under

the impression, and so reported yesterday.
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS.2D DIV., NINTH ARMY CORPS,
No. -. f Near Cold Harbor, Va., June 5, 18G4.

The commanding officer of the Second Regiment Maryland Vol
unteers, having reported, in accordance with Special Orders, No;
77, headquarters Nmth Army CoqlS, the regiment is hereby assigned
to the Second Brigade, Col. S. G. Griffin commanding, and the com
manding officer will report in person without delay for orders.

By command. of Brig. Gen. R. B. Potter:
SAML. WRIGHT,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-3.30 [a. m.]. •

General WILLCOX,
Commanding Third Di·vision:

GENERAL: By direction from general headquarters, you will at
once please send your reserve brigade to relieve the right brigade of
General Smith. Please communicate with the general commanding
the brigade, and have him relieved as rapidly as possible.

Yours, very truly,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major- General.

.
/" .
-~
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O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadie r-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
June 5, UHi4-12 midnight.

Major-Gpneral BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: The enemy's skirmishers advancod on my front at
about 8.30 p. m., but were repulsed by ours. At the same timo they
threw canister O'll us from their right guns. At a late hour, whell
Colonel'Christ was relieving his pickets. they opened again, but not
with any artillery. The work on the redoubts which the rebels com
menced this a. m. to the left of my line and in front of General
Smith was discontinued this p. m. Two guns mean time were put
in position, and opened on General Smith at the first advance. I
would also mention that there has been a good deal of hacking of
trees, but no trees are heard to fall. Those several indications may
possibly signify that the rebels are leaving my front. The skirmish
ers report that they hear wheels moving toward our left. Colonel
Christ seems to tlunk it probable that they are leaving. The work
on the redoubt, &c., will continue, and if ready before daylight I
will put in some guns.

Very respectfully,

HEADQlJARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Division:

The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that
General Burnside will not occupy the line of the Matad~uin,as
directed in the order of to-day, but will merely throw back hIS right
to one of the branches of that stream. The cavalry picketing on
the right will not be established at Old Church, but at Linney's.
The commanding general directs that you concentrate your troops
at Old Church. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of staff.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-1 a. m.

General MEADE:
The firing on my line was on account of an attempt of the enemy

to advance his picket-line under heavy musketry, but it did not
succeed.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chilj of Staff:

The artillery firing in my vicinity heard to-night was from I?Y
own guns, and was begun because the enemy had opened on me WIth
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
j(aj01·-General.

musketry. I do not deem it advisable to make any demonstration
on my lines with artillery to-night, because it will interfere with
the work which is doing in mv front, and because it will keep my
troops from much needed rest:

WM. F. SMITH,
Mo:jor- General

BURNSIDE'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 5, 1864-3.30 a. m. (Received 4.05 a. m.)

General W. F. SM:ITH,
Commanding E1'ghteenth .Army Corps:

I have sent instructions to General Willcox to reliove your brigade
on your right. Will you please have the brigade commander send
an officer to report to General Willcox soon after daylight, for the
purpose of conducting the brigade into the position previous to the
removal of your troops. General Willcox is at the Woody house.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
. j(ajor-General.

BURNSIDE'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 5, 1864.

General SMITH:
When we rode alon?: the position I thought the troops in rear of

it belonged to Birney s division, and did not learn differently until
just as I was leaving. My orders only contemplatefl relieving Bir
ney, but I was, nevertheless, willing to relieve your brigade had
General-Warren relieved one of my divisions to get here before
dark, which they did not do. Is the right of your line to rest on
the work which Major Morton is to build? If so, my left will rest
there. Please inform me fully, and I will try to co-operate.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
j(ajor-General.

BURNSIDE'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 5, 1864-8 a. m.

General W. F. SMITH:
Your dispatch received.* I have seen Major Morton and am quite

satisfied with the arrangement. In telegraphing you, I was simply
desirous of ascertaining where your right was to be on the new line
after the brigade was relieved. You are quite right in not wishing
to straddle the swamp. The ground was more familiar to you yes
terday than to myself, and as I did not know there was a swamp
there, neither did I know the direction of your line, and believing
the Second Corps was in rear instead of the Eighteenth, I may 00
excused for troubling you so much. The line is being constructed
from the left of our line proper to the swamp, and will be occupied.
by our troops.

*See Smith to Burnside, p. 618.

".
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-8.15 a. m.

Major-General SMITH:
I am awaiting your report of last night's operations arid progress.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General:

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-11.30 a. m. (Received 11.35 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that
Major-General Burnside will be withdrawn and take positlOn from
your right, near Mrs. Thomas' [Thompson's?], along the main
branch of the Matadequin, past Allen's Bridge, toward the Old
Church road. General Warren will be withdrawn altogether. Gen
eral Burllside is directed to make careful examinations in the vicinity
of your right for the establishment of his left and his connection
with you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General U1ul Chief of Staff.

PRIVATE.] HEADQU ARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
. June 5, 1864.

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-GenN"al HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

My DEAR GENERAL: I wish to (Jxplain a point to you, which I
think you will comprehend. It will also be explanatory of my' call
this p. m. Your telegram says: "Major-General Burnside WIll be
withdrawn to-night and take position from your right, ncar Mrs.
Thomas', along the main branch af the Matadeguin, past Allen's
Bridge, toward the Old Church road. General Warren will be
withdrawn altogether. General Burnside is directed to make care
ful examinations in the vicinity of your right for the establishment
of his left and his connection with you." This in a telegram to
General Smith. The only map we had to give us informatioll
regarding the new line I send to you. Nothing was indicated there
that General Burnside would hold OIl our right, as is now proposed.
nor does the map we have show the true line. The line, the map I
have sent you, shows a decidedly acute angle for the new line, break
ins nearly short off on the right of our line. You will see from
thIS why I came over from General Smith to make some explana
tion of our position, thinking there might be some misapprehension
somewhere. I write this of my own accord solely, and to justify
my mission from General Smith. which I know you will appreciate.

I am, general, very respcctfully, &c.,

40 R R-VOL XXXVI~ PT III
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HEADQUARTER8 ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864--7.OS p. m.

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH, Co-mdg. Eighteenth Army Corps:
The major-general commanding directs me to sa~ that General

BUI'llside will merely throw back his right to Bosher s, and not take
up the position along the main branch of the Matadequin.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
, June 5, 1864-11 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, .Army of the Poto-mac:

GENERAL: I have plenty of forage, rations, and intrenching tools
for myself, and to return all that have been sent to me when I
arrived without anything. I also owe some 50,000 rOlmds of ammu
nition, which I can repay in a day. I will be able to accommodate
any corps who may wish to borrow to a reasonable amount.

I am, general, very respectfully, &c.,
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-11.15 p. m.

General WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General:
Will you please send the message I have just sent you forward

by first opportunity.· Will you also please inform me when the
telegraph is completed to White House and Fort Monroe?

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

Captain VAN NESS, Acting CMef Quartermaster:
CAPTAIN: The general commanding directs that you send the

Metamora down to Old Point to be turned over to Colonel Biggs,
with a note asking him to store the property now on board in some
safe place. As soon as your wagons are fairly started you will _
report here. Send the engineer tools to Captain Pitkin. We have
all we need. Captain Butler will hurry up everything and report
here as soon as possible. The general desires you to use all dispatch
in joining headquarters. We shall need a few more tents. Bring
all of our men, guards, &c., sending Lieutenant Smith and a few of
them to turn over to Colonel Biggs our things for storage. Every
thing has been done in our power to stO}? the interference of Army
of the Potomac headquarters, but in vam. Bring all your assist
ants. If possible leave some one to forward transportatIOll and join
us at once.

N. BOWEN,
Assistant ,Adjutant-General.

----
*800 Bowen to Van NellIl, next following.
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

N. BOWEN,
A,y,yistant Adjut(tnt-General.

Captain HrLL,
Acting Chief Commissary of Subsistence, 18th Corps:

CAPTAIN: The general commanding desires me to say that he has
reJ>?rted the state of affairs at White House to General Meade, but
WIth evidently no good result. He (General Smith) directs that you
turn everything, except what you have started forward, over to the
Army of the Potomac and WIth your assistants, guards, &c., join
us as soon as possible.

I am, captain, very respectfully, &c.,

N. BOWEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 5, 1t;64.

Brig. Gen. A. AMES,
C01nmanding Third Division:

GENERAL: The general commanding desires you to send a staff
officer at once to General Willcox, to asCHrtain tho exact condition
of affair~ on your right, the position of his line, his pickets, artillery,
&c., whlCh please report as soon as possible to these headquarters.
It may be necessary to make an official report of the same, so please
instruct your aide to make a thorough personal inspection.

Respectfully, &c.,
N. BOWEN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

If the aide roports the redonbt uccuI>ied only by a strong l?icket
reserve, report to me in writing, and throw yuur right regIment
back along the creek or swamp, its left resting on tho right battery.

By command, &c. :'

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 18G-!-1AO a. m.

Major-General SHERIDAN,
Co-mmanding Cavalry Cor[Js:

By the dJrection ?f the major-general .commanding .I inclose a
copy?f a d.lspatch* Just received from MaJor-General Warr~n, com
D;landmg FIfth Corps, now on the right <?f the army. T~e lllstruc
tIons to the cavalry on the right are to pIcket from the rIght of tho
infantry to the Pamunkey, and to attack the rear of t~e l.eft of the
enemy. The commanding general expects commulllcatlon to be
maintained between the ca.valry commander on the right an~ the
commander of the infantry corps on that flank. so that they wIll. be
mutually advised of every change that takes place in the positIOn
of each other.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
.Major-General and Chief of Staff·

*See Warren to Uumphreys, 1 3. m. June 5, p. 609.
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HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Old Chnrch Tave'rn, June 5, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
General \Vilson re:ports the connections with General Warren

complete since sOllle tIme last night, and the reason why the connec
tion was broken was the withdrawal of some army corps without
any notification to the cavalry. Infantry commanders are very
qUIck to give the alarm when their flanks are uncovered, but mam
fest inexcusable stupidity about the safety of caval!"y flanks.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major. General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-8.30 a. m.

Major-General SHERIDAN,
Commanding Cavalry Corps:

Your note of this morning is received. The cavalry on the right
were directed to picket from the right of the army (which when
the changes then going on were completed would be in the vicinity
of Bethesda Church) through Haw's Shop to the Pamunkey. Yes
terday morning the enemy were found to have withdrawn from
Burnside's front, which has been "en potence," and Warren and
Burnside were directed to contract to the left, so that the right
of the army would rest as it had been before ordered to do, near
Bethesda Church. General Burnside was in constant communica
tion with the cavalry up to that time, and, it was expecteel, would
eommunicate to the cavalry the contraction of his line and pickets,
by which the pickets, not the position of the cavalry, would be mod.
ified. Subsequently, and after this contraction on the part of Burn
side and Warren had been in progress, to expedite the relief of cer
tain troops on the left, General Warren's contract.ion was stopped
and General Burnside was transferred to his left, the right of Gen
eral Warren resting in the vicinity of Bethesda Church. This
change of orders was made some hours after the direction to con
tract had been given, and did not change the right of the army,
which, whether Burnside or Warren formed it, was to rest near
Bethesda Church. The commanding general directs me to say that
the commanders of infantry corps are instructed to keep in commu
nication with the commanders of cavalry on th~ir flanks, but that
they have sometimes reported they have been unable, with the
means at their disposal, to do so, and that they could find neither
tho cavalry pickets nor the commanders of them. A close and con
stant communication should be kept up between the cavalry and the
infantry on the flanks.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Sl,ajf.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jmw 5, 1864-5.30 p. m.

Major-General SHERIDAN,
Commanding Cavalry Corps:

I am directed by the major-general commanding to furnish the
following instructIOns for your guidance in tb.~ e:lf~c~tio:u,Qf ~h~ duty
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A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Chief of b'taff.

referred to in the order for movenwntR and changeR of position to
night, a copy of which ol'(lu1' * :~l'Olllpallil's thiH communication:
WIth two divisions of your COl'J)H you will move on the morning of
the 7th instant to Charlottesville and dt'l:Itroy the railroad bridge
over the Rivanna, near that town. You will then thoroughly
destroy the railroad from that point to Gordonsville, and from
Gordonsville toward Hanover Junction, and to the latter point, if
practicable. The chief engineer, Major Duane, will furnish you. a
canvas pontoon train of eight boats. The chief quartermaster wlll
supply you with such tools, implements, and materials as you may
require for the destruction of the road. Upon the completion of thIS
duty you will rejoin this army.

HEADQU ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 18G4-7.1O p. m.

Major-General SHERIDAN,
Commanding CavalT1J Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that
General Burnside will not occupy the line of the Matadequin but
will merely throw back his right to Bosher's. The cavalry o~ the
right should, therefore, picket from that vicinity across to the Pa
!llunkey, passing Ileal' Linnets, where t~e cavalry brigade should be,
1I1stead of at Old Church. I 1I1clO8e tracmg of sketch t showing posi
tion of Bosher's, &c.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
jJfajor-Geneml and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 5, 1864-8 p. m.

Major-Genm'al SHERIDAN,
Commanding Ca'L'al1'y Corps:

By direction of the major-general commanding, I transmit here
with, for your guidance, instructionst from Lieutenant-General
Grant, commanding Armies of the United States, in regard to the
operations assigned to you, which modify somewhat the instructions
upon that subject already given you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Blqtf.

HDQRs. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. Old Church Tavern, June 5, 1864-8.15 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Ckief of St.aff:
General Torbert's division is noW posted near Haw's Shop, and

General Wilson's division near Mrs. Via's house. Shall I withdraw

*See p. 603. t Not found. :t See Grant to Meade, June 5, p. 599.
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these divisions and hold them in readiness to carry out the order
furnishel1 nw this evening? I propose to send one brigade of Gen
eral Wilson'H division to relieve General Gregg's command, now on
the left of the army, and hold the other brigade of said division on
the right of the army, to take with .me the divisioIlS of Generals
Gregg and Torbert.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-Ge'lleral, Commanding.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

[lnc1081l1'e.]

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Old Church Tat'ern, June 5, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
CMef of Staff:

GENERAL: The inclosed report, received from Brigadier-General
Gregg, commanding Second Cavalry Division, stating everything
quiet on his front.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp near Bottom's Bridge, ra., June 5, 1864--8.45 a. m.

Col. J. W. FO~SYTH,
Chief of Staff:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report all quiet here this morning.
During the night the enemy recrossed the river at Fisher's Ford.
At this ford on the south side of the river the enemy have dug rifle
pits and have a number of sharpshooters. It is probable that they
crossed to this side with the purpose of capturing our dismountea
men along the river under cover of their artillerY' fire.

D. MeM. GREGG,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 5, 1864.

Maj. M. H. BEAUMONT,
Comdg. Dismounted Battalion, Second Div., Cav. Corps:

MAJOR: The Thirteenth Ohio Mounted Infantry having been
assigned to this division, Major Cherry, commanding, has been
ordered to report with the portion of his rE~giment now mounted at
the dismounted battalion of the division. You will at once proceed
to dismount the force under command of Major Cherr;r. The horses
and equipments you will use in mounting and equIpping the dis
mounted veterans of the division. Should there be more than
enough horses to mount the veterans, IOU will in mounting dis
mounted men give preference to those 0 the First Brigade of thi$
division. The Thirteenth Ohio Mounted Infantry, dismounted, will
remain with your battalion, and you will forward the mounted vet
erans to the division with the least practicable delay.

Very respectfully, your obedIent servant, .
H. C. WEIR,

Capiai-n Q/nd Assi.'Jtant Adjutant-General.

.,"
-~~-
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 5, 1864-4 n. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Slaff, A1'my of the Pvf.omac:·

GENERAL: The following has just been received from General
Warrl:ln:

HEADQUARTKRS FIFOI' ARMY C<>RPS,
J ne 5, 1864-10.. m.

General Wn.soN:
I understand (rom headquarters Army of the Potomac that you are to watch my

right flank and give me notice of any efforts to tum it. Lieutenant Houghton in
forms me that your nearest picketB are 2 miles off (rom mr. flank. On May 30 I was
told that the cavalry would guard my flank, and they did not, so that the enemy
attacked me from where they should have been. If your instructions do not require
you to connect with me, then I am misinformed by high authority.

It is difficult, particularly during the night, to keep up close com
munication witli the right of the army, and to watch at the same
time effectually the movements of the enemy. The line for me to
guard from the right flank of the army to the Pamlmkey is too long
for my division alone. Would it not be well to order General Tor
bert, who is with his command near Cold Harbor, to this vicinity,
with a view to have him perform part-of the dnty? I have not been
informed of the movements on our line.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June. 5, 1864-9.45 a. m.

Brigadier-General WILSON,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

Your dispatch of 4 a. m. is received. The enemy having with
drawn from General Burnside's front yesterday morning, General
Warren and General Burnside were directed to contract to the left,
80 that the right of the army (the right of the Ninth Corps) would
rest in the vicinity of Bethesda Church. As General Burnside was
in constant communication with you at the time, it was ex:pected
that he would commuuicate to you the changes required m his
picket-line, by which to govern yours. It required no change of
your position, merely of a part of your picket-line. Several hours
subsequently, and when the contraction had partly taken place.
General Burnside was directed to transfer his corps to the left of
General Warren, in order to expedite the relief. of certain troops
there, General Warren's right taking the place of General Burn
side's right in the vicinity of Bethesda Church. The order requir
ing another cavalry: division to be sent to the right of the army
directed it to be umted to yours.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

[ (It,Z 'c bvGoogle
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FORT MONROE, June 5, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Ruffin's House, June 5, 1864-9.15 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUlllPHREYS:
Your communication of 8 o'clock is just received. I have three

regiments 011 the picket-line from the right of the army to the
Pamunkey; \,wo between Butler's and Allen's Mills, where they con
nect with the infantry, and the other from Linney's along the Toto
potomoy to the river. About 6 o'clock the rebel cavalry (not over a
company) came down the road by Gibson's and felt along our line.
They were driven back. Early to-morrow morning the colonel com
manding that part of the line is ordered to make a demonstration
toward Bethesda. On the left of the army the disposition of the
force is the same that Gregg had made. All the crossings between
the left of the infantry and a point 4 miles below are strongly
guarded, and patrols are watching the river below. I shall. I'eport
the precise arrangement to-morrow. .

Very reRpectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General.

FORT MONROE, June 5, 1864.
General WILLIAMS:

Your telegram received last evening directs me to hold all bridg
ing not ordered away by superior authority. I telegraphed you on
the 31st that General Halleck, whose order named no superior
authority to himself, had ordered the Rappahannock bridge to Gen
eral Butler. Since this I have received your order twice to retain it
here. Whether given after your receipt of my report or not I am
uncertain. Please direct me if I am to Rend it up, as I expect it here
in a few hours from York River. I will send copies of telegrams on
the 2£1 instant.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General.

General WILLIAMS:
Your dispatches uf 5.20 and 6 p. m. yesterday just received, and in

compliance with them I shall put my men in camp on shore and tum
over the two steamers, retaining, however, the barges with the siege
material and wagons for it. I forwarded to you, the moment it was
received on the 31st, the order of General Halleck about these
bridges, and, supposing it was received, was left in doubt by your
orders received three or four days after. I Eresume the bridge
brought by Colonel Gibson is Captain Slosson s, from Port Royal,
and shall, now, of course, send it to General Butler immediately on
its arrival here. hourly expected, as I sent an officer in a steamer
for it up the York River the night before last. I sent a telegram
of inquiry this morning, which, of course, your dispatch just re
ceived is a full reply to.

R. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General.

.. - _.~.
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HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Port lIlom'of', June 5, IHli!-2 p. m.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 5, 1864-. (Received 7 a. m. 6th.)

GonHra.l S. WILLIAMS,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hewlqllurl.prs Army of the Potomac:

The bridge from Port Royal and White House, 460 feet, under
Captain S1088on, is just in. Accordin~ to the tenor of the order on
the subject, I have ordered it up the rIver to General Butler.

H. W. BENHA~,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Junp 0, lRIH-8.15 p. m. (Re~ei\'~d 7 a. 111. 6th.)

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM,
Commanding Engineer Brigade:

The bridge train brought to the army by Colonel Gibson, Second
Pennsylvania Artillery, com!isted of nineteen boats. The boats will
be distributed to the other trains with the army. The train was
under the charge of Captain Henderson.

S. WI LLIAMS,
A ."Isisfant Adjl/tll nf-Oellprrri.

FORT MONROE, June 5, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER:

Will you please inform me if Captain SI0S8011 and his company of
Fifteenth New York Engineers, and his pontoon bridge from the
Rappahannock, are with you? I have just been directed by Gen
eral Meade to hunt them up, and order them down here to Fortress
Monroe. Possibly, however, it is intended that they should eventu
a.lly be up the river

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General, Comdg. Engineer Brigade.

General BENHAM,
Command1"ng Engineer Brigade:

Captain 810s80n is not here. Captain Robbins, Fiftieth New York
Engineers, about two weeks ago heard of him at Port Royal, on the
Rappahannock. General Butler's compliments, and would like to
Bee General Benham here if convenient.

C. J. PAINE,
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

JUNE 5, 1864-11.15 p. m.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,

Whife House, Va.:
All vessels leaving White House, on the Pamunkey, must be in

spected, and all stragglers ejected and sent back to their commands.
H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS.
While House, J'/I?lP 5, 1864.

General JOHN A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff:

The telegraph wire between this place and West Point and beyond
has been tampered with. I inclose herewith telegrams· from the
operator at West Point; also communications· from operator here.
I have s~nt all my available cavalry force, 125 mounted men, to
We8t Pomt..

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigculier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
White House, June 5, 1864.

General WILLIAMS:
As the cars will be running to Tunstall's Station by noon on

Tuesday next, and Dispatch Station by 6 p. m. same day, I would
r~spectfully request that the supply trains stop at this point, as I
Rhall not be able to furnish the necessary rguard] from the troops
retained here after those going to the front nave left.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

BALTIMORE, June 5, 1864.
(Received 12 m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
CMef of Staff:

The First Maryland Veteran Volunteer Cavalry, and Battery D,
First Maryland Artillery, leave here this morning to report to Gen
eral Augur at Washington. Four of the companies of the cavalry
are mounted and will march from the Relay House. The battery
has horses but no guns. They all go by railroad.

LEW. WALLACE,
Major-General.

FARRAR'S ISLAND, VA., June 5,1864-10 p. m.
(Received 4.15 p. m. 6th.)

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
&cretary of the Nat·y:

If General Grant swingfl around to James River, a dredgin~
machine to deepen the ehannf'l heretofore cut through Trent s
Reach bar will be wanted immedia.tely to enable the monitors to pass
up. Nothing new.

S. P. LEE,
. Acting Rear-Admiral.

* Not found.

.
._---~.-
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FULLER, •
Lieutenant-Colonel.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Majm-General.

GILLMORE,
General.

GILLMORE'S,
Jll,ne 5, 1864-3.40 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT, &C',.
In fhe Fif'ld, June 5, lSti4.

Lieutenant-Colonel BIGGs,
Chief (Juartermaste1':

COLONEL: General Butler directs me to inquire whether the saw
mills at Sewell's Point, Tanner's Creek, WarWIck, Portsmouth, New
port News, and others, if any, are running. Also, whether you can
supply lumber for the use of this army. If you cannot supply
lumber, he desires to be informed of the reason.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient S('rvant,
C. J. PAINE,

Colonel and Acting Chief of Slaff.

BERMUDA, June 5, 1864.
General BUTLER:

The Hero of Jerseyarrived this a. m. She was fired into at the
same place they fired into the Mayflower. Two small 6-pounder
shells went through her; no damage.

JUNE 5, 1864.
[General BUTLER:J

GENERAL: Have heard from my force at West Point by telegraph,
80 presume they have connected Fortress Monroe with Grant.

Respectfully,
R. O'BRIEN.

GILLMORE'S,
June 5, 1864.

Major-General BUTLER:
My lookout reports seeing some light artillery, estimated as two

batteries, come to Chaffin's Bluff battery and pass down the river
there. Some fires have appeared back of Chaffin's Bluff to-day like
camp-fires. Some mounted officers appeared on the green on Far
rar's Island as if on a reconnaissance this p. m. After our firing
Borne of the enemr's batteries opened on Battery No.3, and one gun
from Dr. Howlett Bof pretty large caliber. Captain Foster has gone
to report to you.

Major-General BUTLER:
I have fired twelve times from Battery 3 at the point from which

the enemy fired last. Caused no reply; only saw a few heads above
their parapet.
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CITY POINT, June 6, 1864-1 p. m.

JUNE 5, 1864.
(Received 2.45 p. m.)

JUNE 5, 1864-4 p. m.

BUTLER,
General.

SPRING HILL, June 5, 1864-4.30 P m.

GILLMORE'S,
June 5, 18(;4-6.15 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
The rebels fired three return shots, apparently from the 12-pounder

gun. Several heads are visible along their line, but I think not so
many as heretofore.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

GILLMORE'S, June 6, 1864.
Col. C. J. PAINE:

There was no communication other than the one which I have for
warded addressed to the officer commanding the Federal forceR. &c.
The flag came out, and on being met delivored the letter and returned.

A. H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General.

General BUTLER:
The commander of the pickets reports that heavy trains have been

running between Richmond and Petersburg or in corresponding di
rection since 3 this.a. m. The sounds from the railroad have been
distinct and clear, and sentinels state that they have heard what they
suppose to be drums in the same direction and at a great distance.

RINKS,
Brigadier-General.

General RINKS:
Send out scouts and see if you can confirm your news of large trains

running from Petersburg. Put a watch with a good glass at the
point near S{>ring Hill, where I watched the other day, to watch as
long as dayhght lasts, and so into the night with reliefs, for a rail
road train can be seen in the night.

B. F. BUTLER,
General.

Colonel AMES, Spring HiU:
Is it true that Fort Clifton has been evacuated by the enemy l'

Answer quickly.

General BUTLER:
No guns were visible at Fort Clifton yesterday and only 1 man. ~

have just sent an officer to a point on the bank from which the fort
is best exposed to view. Will report again on his return. . •

AMES, ) j 'I

Colonel. 1.1

~
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JUNE 5, 1864-4.40 p. m.

OUTER OFFICE, June 5, 1864.

O. B. IRELAND,
Lieutenant and Signal Ope rata r.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 5, 1864.

[( It. C byGoogle

Colonel AMES:
Send out Captain Dollard with his company to discover the posi

tion of the enemy and obtain all possible information.
HINKS,

General.

SPRING HILL STATION, June 5, 1864-6 p. m.
Goneral B. F. BUTLER:

I have just made an ins:{>ection of Fort Clifton. There ar no guns
to be seon. A signal statIOn is still there, perhaps a dozen men in
all visible.

AMES,
Colonel.

Captain NORTON:
We fired about a dozen shots from BatterY' No.3, aft.er which the

enemy fired t.hree from a battery un their left, apparently at our
pickets. All quiet now.

General SHEPI.EY :
The Mayflower and Hero of Jersey were fil'ed into at Day's Point,

the latter struck by 2 small 6-pounder shells. General Butlor
wishes you to send up and drive the party away. .

. C. J. PAINE,
Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harbor, June U, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
.Gene·ral-in-Chief :

GENERAL: It is quite probable that tho present campaign may
result in heavy siege work, and your own experience nt Vioksburg
must have shown you the need of a sufficient number of engineel'
officers. Every corps should have an en~neerofficer at headquar
ters, and 80 far as practicable every diviSion. I would recommend
that aU the engineer officers not now in the field, fit for field duty,
and whom it may be possible to spare from the duties on which they
are engaged, be ordered to the Army of the Potomac. Brigadier
General Woodbury (lieutenant-colonel of engineers) now command
ing at Key West, would from his ability and knowledge of this
country, be a great acquisition.. The only objection in his ase, and
that of some others, would be the want of rank in the pres nt meri·

l:_ ,
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U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

torious and capable chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac,
Major Duane. I noticed the great value of Coeh<;>rn mortars in the
trenches of this position. Whether needed here or not, similar cir
cumstances may arise elsewhere, and I mention them under the im
pression that if needed the Ordnance Department may not be able
to furnish them at. short notice. In view of possible siege operations
it would be well to collect a siege train at Fort Monroe.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,.
J. G. BARNARD,

Chief Enginee·r Armies in the Field.

COLD HARBOR, VA., June 6, 1864.
General R. E. LEE,

Commaruling Army of Northern Virginia:
Your communication of yesterday's date is received. I will send

immediately, as 'ou propose, to collect the dead and wounded be
tween the hnes 0 the two armies, and will also instruct that you be
allowed to do the same. I propose that the time for doin~ this be
between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. m. to-day. I will dIrect all
parties going out to bear a white flag, and not to attempt to go be
yond where we have dead or wounded, and not beyond or on ground
occupied by your troops.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 6, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT,
Commanding U. S. Army:

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of ,our
letter of this date and regret to find that I did not make mysel un
derstood in mv commuuication of lesterday. I intended to say that
I could not consent to the burialo the dead and the removal of the
wounded between the armies in the way you propose, but that when
either party desire such permission it shall be asked for by flag of
truce in the usual way.

Until I receive a proposition from you on the subject to which I
can accede with propriety, I have directed any parties you may send
under white flags as mentioned in your letter to be turned back.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

COLD HARBOR, VA., June 6, 1864.
General R. E. LEE,

Commanding Army of Northern Virginia:
The knowledge that wounded men are now suffering from want of

attention, between the two armies, compels me to ask a suspension
of hostilities for sufficient time to collect them in, say two hours.
Permit m~ ~ say that the hours you may fix upon for this will be
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agreeable to me, and the same privilege will be extended to such
parties as you may wish to send out ou the same duty, without
further application.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 6, 1864-7 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, CU1umanding U. S. Armies:
GENERAL: I regret that your letter of this date asking a suspen

sion of hostilities to enable you to remove your wounded from be
tween the two armies was received at 80 late an hour as to make it
impossible to give the necessary directions 80 as to enable you to
effect your purpose by daylight.

In order that the suffering of the wounded may not be further pro
tracted, I have ordered that any parties you may send out for the
purpose between the hours of 8 and 10 p. m. to-day shall not be
molested, and will avail myself of the privilege extended to those
from this army to collect any of its wounded that may remain upon
the field.

I will direct our skirmishers to be drawn close to our lines between
the hours iudicated, with the understanding that at the expiration of
the time they be allowed to resume their p'?sitions without molesta
tion, and that during the interval all Ill1litary movements be sus
pended.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864. (Received 7 a. m. 7th.)

Capt. B. F. FISHER,
Chief Signal Officer, A'rmy of the Potomac:

SIR: I havt> the honor to submit the following report:
Apparently no change in enemy's position opposite Bottom's

Bridge. A small earth-work has been erected since last evening on
the Garthright plantation, about 600 yards west of the river. This
work can be seen from Savage's farm on east side of the river.
There are no guns in it. The floor of the railroad bridge over the
Chickahominy with the track upon it is in good order. On the rail
road, about 250 yards south of th.e bridge, the enemy have in position
on the track a movable iron-clad battery, with one port-hole in it.
This battery presents the appearance of being a burden car having
at one end a shield or iron plating sloping upward from the ground
sufficiently high to protect the smoke stack of a locomotive, which is
in the rear, and extendin~ in width 3or 4 feet each side of the track.
Steam has been kept up 1ll the engine all day. The range of this
battery covers the railroad bridge and the track for the distance of
half a mile. To our left of this battery aro two earth-works, ill one
of which a gun can be sccn. Theso works have the range of the
railroad bridge and track for half a mile.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. HILL,

Captain, Siynal Corps, U. S. Army.
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GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864-7.30 p. m.

[General HUMPHREYS:]
GENERAL: H. Herrin, Thirteenth North Carolina, Wilcox's divis

ion, a deserter, who ~ivesstrong proof of his good faith, and is intelli
gent, sals that his (hvision lies in front of a large frame house to the
(enemy s) right of the point where the line of the Second Corps is so
near the enemy; that he heard his officers say that we were going to
put siege guns in position where the lines are so close; that they
thought one was brought up last night and changed their lines. and
works a little i that when he went back to-day to the ammunition
train with otners, he was told br his captain that they were to
charge the lines in front of his diVIsion to-night, in order to get pos
session of the position of our skirmish line. He speaks of seeing
troops from the west to-day on his way back for ammunition, which
I make out to be Breckinridge's, and is quite sure that the enemy is
lying in a single line.

Respectfully,

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June G, 1864-9 a. m.

Corps commanders are notified that an application has been made
to General Lee for a cessation of hostilities from 12 to 3 p. m. this
day, during which time parties will be permitted to collect the dead
and wounded now lying between our lines and those of the enemy.
Corps commanders willll.ccordingly make the necessary preparatory
arrangements, so that, on their being notified of the proposed truce
being agreed upon, they can bring in their dead and wounded at the
earliest moment.

By command of Major-General Meade:

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and ChiRf of Staff.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864-1.30 p. m.

The commanding goneral directs that corps commanders continue
pushing up their works to the enemy, especially during the night.
They will establish batteries wherever they can be used with ad
vantage, not only for their own fronts, but for those of the corps
adjoining. The chief quartermaster will furnish forage sacks and
sand-bags upon application.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
No. 154. f June 6, 1864.

1. The chief (Juartermaster of this army is charged, under the
general instructIOns of the commanding general, with the direct
location, organization, and supervision of the depots of the army.

• • • • * • •
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

6. Corps and other independent commanders will cause a report
to be made to them of the difference betwmm tho subsistence supplies
that there should be in the possession of the troops, in accordance
with the issues heretofore ordered, and the supplies actually in their
possession, so that the losses occasioned by battle, f()f(linR of
streams, and other causes, may be ascertained. An issue will tlwn
be authorized of the stores so lost, 80 that the numbllr of days'sup
plies that there should be in the possession of the men, in accordance
with the orders of issues alluded to, may actually be in their pos
session. No other extra issue will be authorized. The wagolls
emptied by such issues will be sent to White House at once to be
filled, accompanied by such officers of the subsistence department as
may be necessary.

7. Corps and other independent commanders will at once ascer
tain the number of unarmed men in their respective commands, and
will then take immediate measures, through their ordnance officers
and the ordnance officer at these headquarters, to obtain from the
depot at the White House the necessary supplies to arm and equip
their unarmed men.

By command of Major-General Meade:

HDQRS. SECOND CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864-8 a. m.

[General HANCOCK:1
GENERAL: In arder to obviate an)' exiRting difficulty about two

lines, I have directed that one brigade of the two General Barlow
has in the second line be moved to the left some 100 yards, so as to
be more nearly opposite General Barlow's line. The other brigade
will be left 0J?posite Gibbon, in the breast-work in the corner of the
wood. This IS necessa.ry for the reason that the brigades of Birney's
division are much la.rger than those of the First Division.

C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c.

NINTH ARMY CORPS,.
June 6, 1864.

General HANCOCK:
I beg to send for your information a dispatch· sent by me to Gen

eral Meade this moming, and the indications are that they are either
concentrating against some part of the line to the left of us, or leav
ing the entire front of the line.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
jl[lIjor-Ueneral.

(Same to Wright and Smith.)

*See Burnside to Meade, 6.15 a. Ill., p. 61>:3.
41 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864-10.45 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Please report condition of affairs in your front. What progress,

if any, was made last night in pushing to"'.Vard the enemy, and your
judgment from present condition of affairs of the practicability of
an assault on the enemy's works in your front?

. GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

(Same to Geneml Smith.)

GEO. G. MEADE,
~lJfajor-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June G, 1864-11 a. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
You will pleaso notify Major-General Birney that alI-communica

tions for superior authority, whether received by flag of truce or
otherwise, are to be forwarded to his corps and Army of the Potomac
headquarters.

Respectfully,

SECOND C<>RPS,
June 6, 1864-1.30 p. ID.

Major-General H UMPHREYB :
-The following dispatch has just been received from General Bir

ney, and respectfully forwarded:

HEADQUARTERS BIRNEY'S DIVISION,
June 6, 18M.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

SIR: In answer to the dillpatch from headquarters of the army I have the honor
to report that two of my staff have just returned from Bottom's Bridge, and report
that the enemy's pickets are on this side of Chickahominy to the lower Sumner
Bridge-then, the line is on the farther side; that at the railroad bridge a post is on
this side; also at Bottom's Bridge. Our cavalry picket the road and are not on the
bank. I find the ~ieket-lineof the enemy in my front, near where the creE'k BUp
plying Barker's MIll empties. Quite a strong one there. The farthpr bank com
mands this. The pickets are dismounted, of course, and It is hard to tell whether
they are infantry or cavalry. I think those above the lower Sunmer Bridge are
infantry.

I am, your obedient servant,
D. R. BmNEY,

M~Geneml.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June G, 18G4-3.20 p. ID.

Brig'. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant AIUutant-Gpl/cral, Army of the Potomac.'

GENERAL: In reply to the l11('SAAg'(1 this morning, asking my
opinion Uti to the pra.cticability vf a.u rn;sault ou the enemy's works

.~'~'''''j:'." '. .. .....~
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on my front, I desire to inclode tho opinions of my division com
manders ill front. * My judgment is averse to an assault, unletiS it
is a necessary matter, and then it should be made with great power
by a large force. I am averse to an assault, simJ?ly because my
men have been so constantly out at the front, lying 11l the trenehos
all the time for three days, and are so fatigued that I fear they have
not the dash necessary to carry them through the obstacles of a
second line. They have lost the officers who have been accustomed
to lead them, and as the enemy have been working constantly since
WEl came here, the obstacles are now materially greater than they
were on the first day. Whatever may be the orders they will be
cheerfully obeyed and faithfully executed. The enemy cannot take
our works I feel pretty well assured, and I think that their works
are better regulated and more secure than onr own, they having
had a hotter opportunity of construeting them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of Volunteers, Cmnmanding.

GEO. 'J. MEADE,
.illajol·-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864:-4.10 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
Wha.t is the firing?

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Jnne 6, 1864.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant A(Vufant-General:

The enemypicked out 100 men from two of their brigades and sent
them forward on a charge against our skirmish line to aseertain how
we were posted. This was in General Barlow's front. This was the
cause of the recent firing. I sent fj of them over to you.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
~lajor-General.

[JUNE 6, 1864.]
General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:
This evening I notified General Birney that he must press the en

emy's skirmishers back on this side of the Chickahominy. A great
disadvantage resulted to us to-day from General Birney's pickets
making an arrangement with the enemy that neither side should fire.
I disapproved it, but General Birney previously had the officE:r of
the picket, who sanctioned it, arrested. Still the truce continued,
whiCh g-ave the enemy an opportunity to look into our lines on thA
left. The facilities for tNs arrangement arose, no doubt, from the
fact that the flags. of truee went out and came in at tlaat point.

*See reports of Barlow and Gibbon, pp. 646,647.
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SECOND CORPS,
June 6, lS64.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 6, 1804-8.45 p. m.

"

This Turkey Ridgo appears to be the last high ground on this side
of the river in front of our left. The enelIlY hold it, and have ar
tillery there. It is a high ridge, covered with pines, with an open
valley between it and our lino. A deserter this evening states
that there is an open field behind it of several hundred acres. It
makes an excellent bridge-head for the enemy. On the other side of
the Chickahominy there is some very high open ground, a.nd several
houses, which wo can see from Birney's line, which mayor may not
be Dr. Trent's.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding Second Corps.

General WILLIAMS:
General Birney's line extends to the mill and one brigade on the

high ground beyond to the left. From that position we picket to
the Chickahominy, a half mile or so. I have Just returned from the
line, and find that the enelIlV pickets on this side of the stream
down to or near Bottom's Briclge. J also saw a cavalry officer from
whom I understood that there were only GO cavalry between'my left
and Bottom's Bridge. I thought one or two regiments were there.
If this is really all I would like to know it. I send up a deserter
this afternoon. He talks very freely; says they intend attacking
Birney; that they are building a brIdge on the Chickahominy be
hind the extension of Turkey Ridge; thinks their right rests on that
ridge, which is close in front of Birney. He extends beyond it.
The enemy have artillery on it. He says he saw a new corps come
in there this p. m. Birney is in one line, with strong intrenchments.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jum> 6, 1864-8.10 p. m. (Received 8.15 p. m.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
The commaucling general understands from your dispatch that

the enemy's infantry pickets are on this sicle the Chickahominy as
far down as Bottom's Bridge, and wishes to know whether this is
from any observation of your own, or is reported to you, n,nd to what
extent it has been examined into. '

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Jr[ajor-General and Chief of St.aff.

General HUMPHREYR,
ell hi of Sluff,'

GENERAL: My informant was Major-General' Birn('y, who in
formed me that the enemy's pickets were just this side of the river,
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HEAD<.!UARTERH SECOSD CORPR,
Jlllle Ij, Ix/a-HA5 p. m.

followihg this bank. This was my unrlerstan<lill~.anll T illformed
him that they shoulll havo hl'pn (lriven a('rOH~. I wjll Helld your diH
patch to General Bil'lwy for further particulars.

• WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major- Geneml.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of ShIff, Army of fhe Pofon!ar:

GENERAL: There has been unusual quiet tbis evening; it con
tinues still. General Wright reports to me that his pickets report
that the enemy are moving silently along their rifle-pits to their rIght
(our left). He is not confident of the value of this information, but
1 think It not unlikely, from previous observations.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK.
~[ajor-General,Comrnanding Second Co·rps.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
JIHie 6, IHli4-9 p. m.

The following dispatch bas just been received at these headquar
ters, and is communicated for the information of commanders:

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CoRPS.
June 6, 1~.

Major-General HANCOCK:

It has just been reported from the picket-line on my right that the enemy has
been quietly and cautiouslv moving for some time toward his right (our left)along
the line of his rifle-pits. t do not attach much importance to the statement, but it
may be worth reporting.*

IT. G. WRIGHT,
MaJor-G~lleral, Commanding.

WM. R. DRIVER,
A,<t.<tislant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June G, 1864-10.50 p. 111. (Received 10.55 p. ro.)

Major-General HANCOCK:
General Warren is directed to send two divisions to-morrow at

dayli~bt to the vicinity of Sumner's (lower) Brid~e within support
ing dtstance of your left. They will picket the ChickahomillY from
your left as far down as the railroad. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
ltfl~jor-Gpne1'(il (IneZ Chilf of Staff.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June G, ]8Gt.

The major-~eneralcommanding directs that division commanders
continue pnshing up their works to the enemy, especially during the
------- ------ - -_.-- -- _. ----

* same reported to General Humphreys, 8.00 p.m.

[( It. C byGoogle
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night. They will establish batteries w}lProver they can be used with
ad\'alltagt~, lIot only for their own front but for thuse uf the divi8ioll
adjoining. Grain bags will bo furnished upon application.

By command of Major-General Hanco<lk :
WM. R. DRIVER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 6, 1864-7 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: Referring to the inclosed diagram,* I have the honor
to report that during last night the parallel marked K I was ex
tended some 6 or 7 yards. That the work running from K toward
H was extended about (j yards. That 011 the left, the work running
from H toward K, was extended some yards.

The enemy kept up a sharp fire during parts of the night, and we
are so near their work that scarcely anything more can be done at
night than by day. The distance of K II from the enemy's work is
about 30 yards at the part of the line where it was nearest; that is,
on the right. It will gradually retire on the left (as indicated by
diagram), to conform to the crest behind which it is built. This
morning I have directed a mine to be run from a point in K I under
the enemy's work at the angle. We will push these operations as
fast as potlSible, our close proximity to the enemy being taken into
account.

BARLOW,
General, First Division.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 6, 1864-7.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER:
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that I have ordered my two

hrigades of the second line to relieve the trQops of General Birney in
the second line of General Gibbon. I have the honor to state for the
information of the major-general commanding that this movement
will leave me no troops in the second line of breast-works. I shall
have two or three small regiments in the rear of the advanced line as
supports, but otherwise my li~e will be single.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-General, Comnumding.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
. June 6, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER,
Assi.'1tant Adjntant-General:

COJ~ONEL: I have the honor to report that I do not think we should
succeed in im assault in my front. We might perhaps carry the first
weak line, but I am of opinion that their second line is very strong,

*Not found.

~ .....,,--=- .. J
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and that in pnssing from the first to thfl secGilll line of tlw {'nemy's
works, we should mwounter !\ firo of arti11pry alld illfallt.!'y from all
sides, which we coulll not go throngh. \Vo couhlllot hold thpouter
side of the enemy's first lillO, because it is in liko nHtUIWr swept from
all sides. If we carried this first liue, which could ouly be with loss,
we could not hold it. And even this success would be very doubtful.
There is no ground where troops could be formed for attack, and
even when formed they would be broken up in passing over our own
intrenchments. I do not think it expelhent to assault again at
present. The men feel just at present a great horror and dread of
attacking earth-works again, and the unusual loss of officers, which
leaves re~iments in command of lieutenants, and brigades in com
mand of mexperienced officers, leaves us in a very unfavorahle condi
tion for such enterprises. If the attack had been made on the even
ing of the 2d, a.s at first ordered, I think we should have found the
enemy unprepared; but ha.ving had four day8 for preparation, 1
think it would be hazardous to attack.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier- Gene'ml, Commanding Div·i~io-n.

P. S.-1 think the men are so wearied and worn out by the harass
ing labors of the past week that they are wanting in the spirit and
dash necessary for successful assaults.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June G, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER,
Assi~tant Adjutant-Gene·ral, Second Cor!Js;

COLONEL: Last night the right of my line of picket rifle-pits was
strengthened and part of it now forms a continuous line, the right
connecting with the main line Sixth Corps.. It was found impracti
cable to connect it with their picket-line last night. I shall try to
push this line forward on the right to-night. On the left General
Owen has pushed forward at one point about 20 feet, from which
point he hopes to be able to harass the enemy to his left and front.
He needs sand-bags or gabions very much. Colonel Smyth connects
his picket-line trench with General Owen's right, and is pushing it
along his own front. On the right of his line the ~round is very
difficult to work in and not much can be done. This IS also the case
in the front of Colonel Ramsey, Fourth Brigade. Sketches showing
all the positions will be forwarded as soon as they can be prepare<l.

Respectfully,
JOHN GIBBON,

Brigadie1'-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Division.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June G, 18G-1-11.40 a. m.

Col. F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Army Corps;

COLONEL: Your communication asking for my judgment in regard
to the practicability of an assault on the enemy's works in my front
is just received.
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In reply i have the honor to state that my judgment is decidedly
against the practicability of such an assault, for the following rea
SOlll": Tho whole of my divisiun is now in OIle line. and so close to
the enemy's works that it will be difficult to lIlasS other troops for an
assault out of sight of the enemy. Their position is now so strong
that it would be very difficult to carry it unaer the most favorable cir
cumstances without very heavy losses, and it is reasonable to suppose
that the enemy has now prepared other lines of defense in his rear
and heyond our sight. HIS batteries are strongl)- posted and are well
placed for flanking aud having a cross-fire on the approaches to his
position. I do not believe the enemy could carry our pm;ition. nor am
I confident that we could carry theIrs. My own men from being so
constantly employed and under fire, which they have been for three
days, are ~ good deal exhausted, which, I presume, in a measure, is
the case WIth the whole arniy. •

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. JOHN GIBBON,

Brigadier-General of rolunleers, Corndg. DilJision.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: The enemy's pickets on the Dispatch road are within
about 150 yards from your breast-works. From this point the enemy
can look directly into your works. No works of their own can be
seen from the same point, nor any picket reserves. The road is open
for 150 yards farther. This information is derived from Major Mitch
ell, who went out with a flag and saw your lines from that point.
A deserter reports that their intrenched line is nearly a mile back of
this. From the fact that no picket-firing has been going on in your
front the enemy have oeen able to examine your line without diffi
culty. If his statement in regard to the relative positions of the
pickets [is correctJ the commanding general directs that you will
push your pickets forward for better protection. The above is by
direction of the major-general commanding.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. R. DRIVER,

Assistant A(l;julant-General.

HDQRS. BIRNEY'S DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, &cond Army Corps:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that during last night, in
(,bo(liem'e to or(lers, I took position on General Barlow's left, cover
ing the Dispatch Station road. Three brigades in single line extend
from General Barlow's left to Barker's Mill. J occupy the heights
to left of the mill, with 11 battery of light twelves, and my remain
ing brigade covering the approaches from the Chickahominy by Sum
ner's (upper) and Alexander's Bridges. My pickets are close to the
enemy's, and extend on my left flank to the enemy's picket, by follow-

__~.I
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D. B. BIRNEY,
Majar-General of Volunteers.

ing the banks of the little creek upon which Barker's Mill is located.
The enemy have a line of picket.s on thiR Ricl!' of the Chickahominy.
In adelition tu this line of piehtR PPl'\)('IHlielllar to my line of baUle
I extend a line on the Dispatch roae of skirmisIH.·I'H eOlll1l'ctil1g at
Tyler's with the cavalry. I think the enemy hold the fords or
bridge-heads of the Chickahominy, with pickets on this side of it.
By tacit understandin~our pickets have ceased firing on each other.
I have forbidden all lOteroour8O of an irregular character. The
communications in answer to flag of trnce have been irregular and
informal, but without my kn()wh~dge. It seemed to be the result of
ignorance. I do 110t think that the alteration in my line is practica
ble, and would like a stuff officer to indicate the new line to me.

I am, yours, truly,

LEARY'S HoeSE, June 6, 1864-4.30 a. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

The head of my last division is just coming into camp. We have
been in the rear of the column on the road all night, and I stayed
there to see what would be done by the enemy. They made a con
siderable demonstration by yelling and firing about 9.30 p. m., and
disconcerted us a little. It is almost useless I think to attempt
marching these dark nights, unless it is for the mere object of safely
retiring from a position. It was 3 a. m. before the rear of my col
umn got on the way, and it was 80 on all our previous efforts. The
road was good, but narrow and through forests. The men being
unacq,uainted with the roads, on all descents step out just as one
does lO a strange house when they go down stairs. It is unavoid
able, the inclination to fool before planting the foot: and the frequent
tumbles they get off of banks and other places maKes them do it in
spite of every effort of their officers; then, too, in the night an offi
cer cannot be distinguished, nor those who disobey him, 80 that
practically an army on one of these dark nights marches a little bet
ter than the crowd that walks the streets, as far as organization is
concerned. The men never march well except on a retreat when
they are all hurried forward with the common instinct of fear.
The consequence besides of this is that the men are unfitted to-day
to do the work they may be called upon. I find shoes have arrived
and will be issued this morning. They are greatly needed.

G. K. WARREN,
Majar- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864-10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: I believe if I should remain here to-night I coulU get

up the baggagB wagons of the eorps, sort out that of the killed and
wounded officers, let those remaining change their clothes, aI~d
dispense with half our baggl~gewagons for use in other ways. WIll
1 00 here long enough to effect this ?

G. K. WARREN,
Majar-General.
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HEADQUAHTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
J-u,ne n, 18l.i-l--10 a. ni.

Major-Geupral \VARREN,
Commanding J/ij'fh Co/'ps:

I am unable to say authoritatively whether you will remain here
to-day and to-night or not, but I am under the impression you will,
and that it would be worth while to undertake what you mention.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General an 1 Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864-12 m.

Major-Gencral WARREN:
Since the return of the major-general commanding to his head

quarters I have submitted your dispatch to him, and find that his
opinion differs from that expressed by me as to the advisability of
bringing up baggage wagons for the purpose_sj>(1cified.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Slaff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June G, 1864-5.30 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Comnwnding Fifth Corps:

General Burnside reports that the enemy are pressing his right
heavily. The commanding general directs that you hold a division
ready to move to his support, and send a staff officer to choose the
shortest route, amI inform General Burnside.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
lIfqjol'-Geneml and Chief of Slaff.

JUNE G, 18G4-9.45 p. m.
Major-General WARREN:

The major-general commanding directs that you send two divis
ions at daylight to-morrow morning-say 3.30 o'clock-to the rear
of General Hancock's left, within a supporting distance-sa,. o:(>po
site Sumner's (lower) Bridge. The commander of these dIviSIOns
will picket the Chickahominy to and including the railroad bridge
so as to cover it. The cava.lry will picket the Chickahominy b~low
the railroad bridge.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mqjor-General and Chief of Sta.tf.

HEADQUARTEltS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June G, 1864.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

GENERAL: I would like to have Colonel Bragg command the bri
gade of General Cutler's division at present commanded by Colonel
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Robinson. The latter officer is not a satisfactory commander 'in
battlt', and neutralizPH t1w effieil'lwy of 0I1ll of oui' lWHt hl'igadeH.
Can he not be detailed to assist l~t the White House with Gelleral
Abercrombie, or in some similar position where his defects, which
are mainly slowness of thinking in action, will not be so injurious?

Respectfully, yours,

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[IndonIem8nt.]

HEADQUARTERH ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864.

Respectfully returned.
So far as the commanding general is aware there is no special

service to which Colonel Robinson can be properly assigned at the
present time.

By command of Major-General Meade:

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864.

... Division commanders and commander of Artillery Brigade are
notified that the baggage wagons now here are to be sent back as
soon as possible to-day. The baggage and effects of dead and
wounded officers must be at once selected out and packed in wagons
to be sent to Washington, and all officers are required to take out
what little baggage they need

i
and pack the remamder to be sent to

the rear, as but one wagon wi I be allowed to each regiment.
By command of Major-General Warren:

A. S. MARVIN, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDER.] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864-11 p. m.

The divisions of Generals Cutler and Griffin, under the command
of the latter officer, will proceed to-morrow morning at 3.30 a. m. to
the Chickahominy, near Sumner's (lower) Bridge, and take position
there. Their duty will be to guard the crossings of the river and
picket its banks from the left of the Second Corps to below the rail
road bridge, holding this last point in some force. If any of the
enemy are on this side of the stream they ,will be driven back across
to the other side. The cavalry pickets will be relieved between the
points indicated, and they are instructed to picket the river below
the raih'oad. The main body will be held m readiness to support
General Hancock's left flank as far a8 practicable, and will communi
cate with General Birney, whose diVIsion is holding the left of the
Second Corps. A guide will be furnished the head of the column as
it ~s corps headquarters. General Griffin's division, with his
artillery, will take the lead, to be followed by General Cutler.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General, Oommanding.

~ --"""'=-
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HEADQU"ARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, June 6, 1861.
General GRIFPIN:

I wish you would make out a recommendation for the promotion
of Colonel Chamberlain. I will forward it at once, so that it can
take its chance with some others that are going to be forwarded.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
No. 75. Camp near Cold Hm'bor, Va., JUIIR 6, 1864.

1. The Third Brigade, of the Fourth Division, having been as
signed to duty with this division, will be hereafter known as the
First Brigade.

2. The One hundred and eighty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers
having been assigned to duty with this division, the commanding
officer will report to Colonel Chamberlain, commanding First Bri
gade.

By command of Brigadier-General Griffin:
C. B. MERVINE,

Assistant Adjutant-Geneml.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, June 6, 1864.
Brigadier-General CRAWFORD,

Commanding Third Division, Fifth Army Corps:
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you hold

your division in readiness to advance at a moment's notice to the
support of General Burnside, if necessary.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864-9.30 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
Some advance was made last night by the regular engineers in front

of my left division, occupying ground hitherto held by rebel sharp
shooters. On other portIOns nothing was done, except to connect
and perfect the advanced works previously opened, and to establish
additional batteries. No change can be discovered in strength or
position of enemy, who has, however, worked industriously in
strengthening his works.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June G, 1864-10.45 a. ro.

I.
I

I
I
I

Major-General WRIGHT:
Your dispatch reporting operations received. Pleaso report what

in your judgment, under existing condition of affairs, is the prac
ticability of making an assault 011 the enemy's works in your front.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

..~---
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORP8,
June 6, 1864.

H. G. WRIGHT,
J.lfajor-General, Commanding Sioxth Corps.

Major-General HUMPllREYS,
Chipf of Siaff:

In reply to yout· dispatch of 10.45 a. 01., I havo to say that I con
sider a successful assault on the enemy'!! works in my front" unci I'

existing condition of aftair!!" impracticable. The enemy has a
l:lllries of intrenchmfmts in my front, aud if I were succcHSful in the
attack on the first line it is not likely I could carry the oth 1'8 if
defended with ordinary obstinacy. In this opinion I am supported
by the unanimous judgment of the division commanders, who were
called u~n for a l'epo.rt as to the practicability of assault ou their
fronts, eIther with their own divisions or their .divisions supported
by other troops.

Very respectfully,

CIRCULAR..] HEADQ"C'ARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
. June 6, 18G-1.

Division commanders will report at once their opinions a to the
practicability of an assault on the position of tho enemy, ill their
rElspective fronts, either by their own divisions, or by the three divis
ions supported by other troops.

By command of Major-General Wright:
. M. T. McMAHON,

Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Sta.tf.

JUNE 6, 18G4-6.15 a. m.
General MEADE:

In changing position last night I placf'<l Crittenden's division in
position from the Woody house nearly in the direction indicated by
you yesterday, the lay of the ~round not allowing it to b thrown
forward guite so far as you WIsh. I left Willcox and Potter in the
same posItion they were yesterday with the exception of throwing
two regiments on Potter's extreme right back, so as to cover the two
roads from Bethesda Church to this point. General Potter just re
ports, that he is of the opinion that there is no enemy in either of his
Immediate fronts, and the indications were last night that they were
preparing to leave the front of General Willcox. He has just 1'0
ported that he can see no change yet. We will endeavor to ascer
tain, as soon as possible, the exact state of affairs and report to you.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
. Major-G ne7'01.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June G, 18G4.

Major-General MEADE:
In order that you may understand more fully what I mean by

saying that the indications were that the enemy was last night pre-

[( IlL C byGoogle
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paring to leavo Willcox's front, I sond you a dispatch* I received
from him last night. I hope to report very soon the condition of
Potter's front with more certainty.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864-10.45 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Please report your judgment on the practicability, as far as you

are now able to Judge, of an assault on the enemy's works in your
immediate front, and make such examination as will enable you to
form an opinion.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864-12 m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

Reports received from Major-General Smith indicate that you
have withdrawn from the position you held on his right. This may
be a misapprehension, since your report of this morning showed that
your positIon on Smith's right was held by two divisions of your
corps, the third holding to Bosher's. This, the major-general oom
manding directs me to say, was in accordance with his directions.
The withdrawal from SmIth's right wouldn't be, and is contrary to
his orders.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Maj01'-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Junte 6, 1864-1 p. m. (Received 1.45 p. m.)

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Btaff:

GENERAL: Your dispatch of 12 o'clock is received. I have jnst
returned from my lines with General Birney. They are the same
al:l indicated in my report of this morning. I have not withdrawn a
singlo man from the two divisions on the right of General Smith.
Generals Willcox and Potter remain as they were, except that two
rogiments of General Potter's division have been swung a little to
the right in accordance with your order.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
],fajor-General.

*See Willcox to Burnside, 12 midnight June 5, p. 623.

i
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORI'S,
JUlie 6, 18(H.

Major-General HUMPHREY!'! :
Has the l}roposition for flag of truce been accepted? If so, for

what time?
A. E. BURNSIDE,

llIajor-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1~64-;j.1O p. m. (Received 3.50 p. m.)

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Comnulllding Ninth Corps:

The commanding general directs me to Ray that you will be noti·
fied as soon as tho flag of truce is accepted.

A. A. HUMPHR~YS,
j[ajor-(;PTI.aal and Chi4 of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864-5.10 p. m. (Received 5.30 p. m-.)

General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: The enemy are pressing our right very heavily. The

pickets have been driven in on the front of General Potter, who was
swung to the rear last evening, and are also pressing the line of skir
mishers of General Crittenden. Our entIre line is a single one,
owing to its great length, but we hope to retain our position. It is
possible that the attacking force is a light one, but we shall as{'er
tain the strength of it very soon.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
JUlie G, 1864-5.30 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Your dispatch received. General Warren is ordered to hold a

division ready to move to you, and to send a staff officer to selwt
route, &c.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
.J.llajor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jwne 6, 1864-7 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The major-general commanding wishes to know what progress has

been made in the redoubt near the Willow Thomas' LThompson's],
whether work has been continued on it to-day or has it been inter
rupted, and if interrupted by what authority.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Htaff·
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OTTO HARHAUS,
Oolonf'l &l'Ontl .;Yew Yurk Cuvalry, Cormly. Picket Posf.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864-7.15 p. Ill. (Received 7.50 p. ru.)

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

We have been as hard at work at tho redoubts as the rebel sharp
shooters would allow. I most respecHully state that General Smith's
right is quite secure, as we have two goo<l divisions on his right, and
hold the salient which protects it. Our line is three times as long
as his. He is running two now lines in rear of ours. I hope he will
not withdraw to them without notice to us.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June G, 18G4-10 p. m. (Received 10.15 p. m.)

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

General Potter in pushing out his skirmishers just now took some
prisoners. They state that they belong to Early's division, of Ewell's
corps; that their corps is here, and Hill's moving to their right;
that it is reported in their army that we are moving down to cross
the James River.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
.J/ajar-General.

JUNE 6,1864.
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,

Commanding, &c.:
GENERAL: By order of Colonel McIntosh, commanding First Bri

gade, Third Division. Cavalry Corps, I have the honor to report that
I am stationed on the road in front of Bosher's house with about
500 men of the Second New York and First Connecticut Cavalry.
I have established pickets and barricaded the roads, viz, the road
leading off to the right called the Shady Grove road, the main
road, and the road leading to the left, near Gibson's house, on which
I was ordered to establish communication with General Potter's com
mand. One of the officers of Colonel McIntosh'S' staff informs me
that it would be impracticable to-night to try to open this road, as
the enemy is on it in considerable force. I shall, however, try at
daylight to-morrow morning to force such communication if possi
ble, and find out what is in front of my command. The only com
munication between General Potter's command and this brigade is
by the way of Allen's Mill.

I should be much obliged to be informed if this line is satisfactory,
and have the honor, general, to be, most respectfully, your obedient
servant,

At Bosher's house the enemy have deployed a strong line of skir
mishers, and have also two guns in position.
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CIRCULAR.]

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION,
June G, 18G4-3.40 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June ti, 186-1-D a. "m.

Division commanders of the Ninth Corps will, on the receipt of
this order, place all their wagons, caissons, a1Hl artillery not in posi
tion in some sheltered v.lace, near their commands and in such a
position as to move readIly when ordered. If necessary. roads will
be cut through the woods on to the Cold Harbor road. Staff offieers
should examine and make themselves acqnainted with the roads
over which trains will pass.

By command of Major-General Burnside:
D. R. LARNED,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. SECON'D DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Woody's House, June 6, 18M-D a. m.

General BURNSIDE, Sinth Army Corps:
GENERAL: I did not send out the small reconnoitering party as

ordered by Captain Van Vliet. as I found the enemy's skirmishers
advancing. They are now along my whole front, except the extreme
right, which is so much refused that they are not lIkely to eome
there except they attempt a flank movement. I think If we had
held our old line, fortified the hill on my right, and run a short line
back to the swamp, our position would have been much stronger
than now. As it is, I am holding the hill with a strong force of
skirmishers. It enfilades most of the position to the left. The ene
my.took several prisoners, stragglers from the Fifth Corps, directly
in sight of my pickets, and seen pretty well. There is a small force
of Second Pennsylvania Artillery (First Division) on the road over
which the wagons came. If not already ordered, they had better be
withdrawn, as I have a regiment in their front and they are not far
enough from the main line to be of any use.

Your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

. Brigadier-General.

[General BURNSIDE :]
GENERAL: Quite a heavy fire of artillery, as you perceive, is being

opened to my right and rear. I can't tell where it comes from, but
have sent to find out. It comes from where I supposed General
Wilson to be, or about in that direction, making this vicinity pretty
hot. It may fall over Wilson into Crittenden's line. .

ROBERT B. POTTER,
Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 18G4-:3.50 p. in-.

General BURNSIDE, .J.Vinth Army Corps:
GENERAL: The enemy have pressed my skirmisher~ hack some·

what, particularly on the right where the Forty-eighth [Ponnsyl-
42 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III

•
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vania} is across the road, and have opened with two batteries from
the right. I think they are intending an attack on me, and I am a.
little aPRrehensive that my ri~ht will get into trouble, as it is weak
and can t very well be strengtnened. I should have to faU back on
Crittenden's line.

Your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigad-im'-General.

P. S.-The skirmishers of the Forty-eighth on the right, I learn
just now, have all been driven hack to the main line. Captain
McKibhin has just come from there and reports considerable force.
I have sent a regiment to their support.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1~64-4.45 p. m.

•

General POTTER:
Your note is received. The general commanding directs me to say

that General Crittenden has been notified to hold himself in readi
ness to support you in every possible way. He feels satisfied that
you will do all in your power to hold the line, and fully appreciates
the importance of doing so.

Respectfully, yours,
. D. R. LARNED,

Captain and Assistant AdJutant-General•

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Jllll~ 6, 18ti4-5.10 p. m.

D. R. LARNED,
Capt.ain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

General POTTER:
The general commanding directs me to say that he desires you,

if possible, to retake the position held by our skirmishers on the hill
in advance of your position. At any rate, to push a line of skir
mishers so far forward as to prevent them (the enemy) from planting
a battery there.

Respectfully, yours,

[Indorsement.]

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864.

Brigadier-General POTTER:
Colonel Curtin reports that it is impossible for him to obey the

within order. He cannot advance 50 men in line of battle through
the swamp, and the enflmy occupies the hill in front.

Very respectfully,
SAML. WRIGHT,

Assisf.ant Adjutant-General.
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HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Woody's, June 6,1864-9.35 p. m.

General BURNSIDE,
Ninth Army Corps:

GENERAL: I have advanced my skirmishers farther up the hill, and
think I may possibly get possession of enough of it to put up the work
I want. I have taken some prisoners of Early's division, of Ewell'8
corps. They_belong to different brigades, and represent their corps
as here and Hill's moving to the right. It was reported in their army
that we were moving to cross James River; represent that theyex
pected no serious resistance and met with some loss. They don't

" seem to know much of the object of the movement. -My line is quite
strong. I cover the front of about one-third of the First Division. I
lost some prisoners this afternoon. including the senior captain
of the Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers. The present firing
is caused by the advance of my line.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

ENGINEER OFFICE, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864.

Brig. Gen. O. B. WILLCOX,
Commanding Third Dit'ision:

GENERAL: In accordance with an order received from General
Meade, you are directed to push the construetion of the redoubt in
front of the Thompson house to-night with vigor.

By order of General Burnside:
J. ST. C. MORTON,

Major of Engineers.

P. S.-You will also prosecute the works of approach along your
line. .

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, HlG4-7 a. m.

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH.
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

The telegraph line between White House and Fort Monroe is now
in working condition.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864-8.25 a. m.

,

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
All quiet along my front save sharpshooting.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.
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EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 6, 1864-11.25 a. m.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 6, 1864.

GEO. G. MEADE,
. Major-General.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, C011lQnanding.

Major:General MEADE:
Everything is quiet on my front except skirmish fire. No at

tempt at progress was made laS't night in the direction of the
enemy's works, on account of remarks made by you to Captain
Farquhar yesterday. The picket officers and officers on my front
line have reported the enemy hard at work during the last two
nights digging, chopping, and driving stakes. I do not think an
assault practicable from any point in my front, unless batteries are
first thrown uJ? on the front occupied yesterday morning by General
Burnside, wmch might silence cross fire of artillery, which the.,
enemy now have on me.

WM. F. SMITH,
MajO'1'- General.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of th~ Potomac:

Could I be furnished with about twelve Coehorn mortars to use
on our present lines?

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 6, 1864-!UO p. m. (Received 9.15 p. m.)

Major-General SMITH:
I have no Coehorns available at present, but have sent for six for

your corps.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
New Castle Ferry, Va., June 6,1864-3 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: I have the honol' to inform you that I have established

my headquarters at New Castle Ferry.
P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Camp at New Casfle Ferry, June 6, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-gen

eral commanding, that I think that the enemy have a small force of
infantry at Bottom's Bridge. They had a train of cars at or near
Savage Station this mnrning.
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
June 6, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel KINGSBURY,
ASHistant Adjuta-nt-General, Cavalry Corps:

COLONEL: On arriving at the White House you will establish a
cavalry camp at 80me safe and convenient point, where the cavalry
returnmg to the army can be collected and cared for. You will take
charge of the horses arriving for the Cavalry Corps, superintending
the mounting of the veterans now with the trains of the army. Use
every effort to get all the dismounted men from the trains to your
command. If this can be accomplished it will overcome the error
of mounting recruits instead of veterans. The mounted men should
be sent to their regiments in detachments as quickly as possible.
You will if possible procure carbines for the Third New Jersey Cav
alry. If you are unable to obtain carbines arm them with rifles for
the present. Major Beaumont, First New Jersey Cavalry, now com
manding dismounted men, is the best officer to command your camp.
Oapt. J. W. Span~ler, Sixth U. S. Cavalry, is now on duty at the
White House receIving horses for the corps.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Near New Castle Ferry, June 6, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. H. WILSON,
Commanding Third Cavalry Division:

GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to
notify you that he will march from New Castle Ferry at 5 a. m. to
morrow, taking with him the First and Second Cavalry Divisions.
During his absence you will report and receive your orders direct
from headquarters Army of the Potomac. Your division quarter
master and commissary will have t~ attend to the supplyin~of your
command. Orders have been issuoo directing the officers 11l charge
at the White House to send all detachments of cavalry (mounted)
belonging to the different cavalry divisions to report temporarily for
duty with your command.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, -
JAS. W. FORSYTH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of sta.tf.

WHITE HOUSE, VA., June 6, 1864-10 p. m.
- (Received 7- a. m. 7th.~

QUARTERMAsTER-GENERAL U. S. ARMy:
Surgeon Dalton, chief mePical officer at this place, has received

orders to-night from Acting Surgeon-General Barnes to send no
more wounded. from this place except on hospital transports. It is
my opinion that if the order is carried out wounded soldiers will
have to be abandoned at this place. I may be mistaken. You are
probably better informed in regard to intended movements of the
army than I am. We have only two hospital transports on this line.
They can carry from 1,200 to 1,500 at a time, and require from
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P. P. PITKIN,
Captain, Quartermaskr.

three to four days to make trip. We have 4,500 wounded in hospital
here, and more will of course be brought in, and I consider it of the
utmost importance that they be removed from this place immedi
ately. I have plenty of hay and straw on hand, and can make such
steamers as the John Brooks, George Weems, Massachusetts, &c.,
very comfortable, especially for transporting those not s.everely
wounded. I shall communicate with General Ingalls by the earliest
opportunity.

COLD HARBOR, VA., June 6, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER,

Commanding Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina:
An expedition under General Hunter is now on its way up theShen

andoah Valley, and a large cavalry force will leave here to-morrow
under GeneralSheridan to join him, for the'purpose of utt~rly de
stroying the enemy's lines of communication on the north side of
James River. When this is done it is my intention to transfer all
the force now with me to the south side. To do this I may be com
pelled to go to the mouth of the Chickahominy. I now send Colonel
Comstock, of my staff, to you to see what preparations are necessary
to secure the rapid crossin~of the river, and to learn if your position
will be secure during the tIme the enemy would necessarily be able
to spare a large force to operate with against }."ou before re-enforce
ments could reach you. Colonel Comstock Will explain to you fully
the situation here.

U. S. GRANT.
Lieuknant~Genera,J,.

FORT MONROE, June 6, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER:

Captain Slosson with his pontoons reached here yesterday, and I
sent them up to lOU, enough for 460 feet of bridgmg, according to
General Halleck s order. I should be very happy to go up and see
you, but that I am holding here under the order of General Meade
to be ready to move at such short noticl:' that I have not ventured
to leave even to visit Norfolk.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier-General.

• BERMUDA, June 6, IBM.
Major DAVIS,

Assistant Adj1ttant~Gene'T(il:

The pontoon train of twenty-three boats and material for bridg
ing has just arrived at this place from Fortress Monroe, sent by
order of General Benham. What shall I do with it and my men?

H. V. SLOSSON,
Captain, Fifteenth New York Volunteer Engineers.
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HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA,
OFFICE OF CHIEF SIGNAL OFFWER,

June U, 1864.
Colouel PAINE,

Acting Chief of Staff :
COLONEL: I have the honor to report for the information of the

general commanding that I have been making a telescopic reconnais
sance from the south side of the Appomattox this p. m., and carefully
watching two points on the Petersburg and RIchmond Railroad.
The only train that has passed over the road since 6 o'clock this
morning was one of eight cars, loaded with troops, which passed
from Petersburgtoward Richmond at 3.20 p. m.

Respectfully, your obedient servant, .
L. B. NORTON.

Captain U1ul Chief Signal Officer.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
Fa·rrar's Island, Jllne 6, 1864.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, .
Secretary of the NallY:

Nothing new to communicate. Visited army liues to-day. They
are thought to be very strong.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 40. l In the Field, near Hatcher's, Va., June G, 1864.

Lieut. George Dimock, First Connecticut Artillery, is hereby
assigned to duty in command of the water battery OIl James River.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

Capt.,47th New York Vols., Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., June 6, 1864.

A. TERRY,
A8sishmt Adjutant-General.

Lient. Col. H. S. COMMAGER,
Si.xly-sel,enth Ohio Vols., General Officer of the Day:

COLONEL: The brigadier-general commanding authorizes you to
give the assurance to the enemy that the burial party sent out by
them for the purpose of burying the bodies of those of our men who
may be close to their lines will not be fired upon. None of the en
emy, however, but the burial party will be permitted to advance

- from their lines. If the enemy will permit the bodies to be brought
in and buried by our own men, it would be preferable.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfroll H. Terry:

.
~ .
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G. F. SHEPLEY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Curtis', Va., June 6, 1864.

Col. J. R. HAWLEY,
Seventh Connecticut Volunteers:

COLONEL: I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to
state that a flag of truce will be sent to the enemy at 9 a. m. to-mor
rows and to request that you will send to the headquarters of tho
pickets b1fore that hour such articles of clothing, &c., as you may
desire to send to the captured officers of your command who are
now in the hands of the enemy. No letters can be sent.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

A. TERRY,
Assistant A(~jutant.General.

(Same to Col. H. M. Plaisted.)

NORFOLK, VA:, June 6, 1864.
Colonel PAINE,

Acting Chief of Staff, Bermuda Humdlfed:
General Graham reports that the Jesup drove off the battery at

Day's Point. I will send tug with two Sawyer guns to-day to keep
them off and prevent their throwing up earth-works. Squarlron of
cavalry now out to Chuckatuck.

YORKTOWN, June 6, 1864.
Captain JOHNSTON:

The officer commanding the guard on the telegraph line at West
Point reports that parties of rebels are continually crossing the river
~n boats from New Kent to the Gloucester side below West Point.
A small gun-boat should be sent up to patrol the river in the vicinity.

J. B. CARR,
Brigadier-General.

WHITE HOUSE, VA., June a, 1864.
(Rpceived 1.30 p. m.)

General M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General:

I have inspected the depot at this place. It is in a most efficient
state. All needful supphes are on hand and wagons transport them
easily to the army. Many wounded are being brought in; probably
5,000 are yet to arrive, still transports are not delayed here one
moment unnecessarily. I have given all proper orders and shall
return to general headquarters this evening. _

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brigadie1·.General.
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COLD HARBOR, June 7, IS64.
(Received 10.50 a. m. 8th.)

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, June 7, 1864.

Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secreroryof War:

All has been very quiet to-day. . No casualties reported. My tele
grams would be more freguent but for tJIe fact that Mr. Dana keeps
you fully advised. PermIt me to renew my recommendation of T.
S. Bowers for the position of assistant adjutant-general in the re~

Iar army to fill the vacancy created by Colonel Buell, pIa.cmg
Bowers at the foot of the list of majors.

U. "8. GRANT,
Lieutellant-General.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
In the Field:

GENERAL: Your letter of the 5th, by Lieutel;lant-Colonel Babcock,
was received last evening. General Meigs has been advised of your
wishes in regard to ferry-boats. He will keep all he has or can pro
cure in the vicinity of Fort Monroe subject to your orders. Many
of the side-wheel boats in the quartermaSter's department will also
answer all the purposes of ferry-boats. The barges will also be
excellent for teams and stores, and can be towed by the tugs.
Everything will be sent forward as soon as you direct. They are now
mostly engaged as transports to White House. .Nothing has recently
been heard of Generals Hunter and Crook. Sherman is still doing
well, but some a:pprehension has been felt about Forrest's move
ments to cut off hIS communica.tions. General Canby has sent forces
to Memphis to assist in driving Forrest out of the country. Noth
ing recently from Steele. I inclose a list of the troops forwarded
from this department to the Army of the Potomac smce the cam
paign opened-48,265 men. I shall send you a few regiments more,
when all resources will be exhausted till another draft is made.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

[Inclosure.]

Memorandum of troops forwarded from Department of Washington to Army of
the Potomac since May 1,1864.

Regiment. Strength. RegIment.

5118
1,500

402

l,2i50
400
925

1,500
8li

1,000
8,800

8l!d and l!Sd Pennsylvania Volunteers ..
Detachment veteran cavalry .

Do .
1st VeMJlont Heavy ArtIllery .
12th United States . . . . . .. .. .
~ New York Rilles: '" . .. .. . .
Provisional brigade, Rendezvous of

Dlstn"butlon.
10l'tbPennsylvania Veteran Volun

teers.
67th Pennsylvania Volunteers .
Provisional brllfade, Rendezvous of

DIstribution.
Equipped recruits .. . . . . . . . ... . . .. .
8tIi. New York Heavy Artillery .
IlJIt and 3l!d MaIne ..

7tb New York Heavy ArtOiery .
1st Maine Heavy Art~...... . .
2d New York Heavy Art .
1st MlUlIlaCbusettll Heavy A illery .
Provisional battalion, Rendezvous of

•Distribution.
IrIsh Legion. . .. . .
86th Wisconsin Volunteers ..

280 18tb Oblo Cavalry (dismounted) .
Detacbment veteran cavalry ..,

2i5O 2d Connecticut Heavy Artlllery .
42.'l lItb New York Heavy Artillery .

lSUh Pennsylvania Volunteers .. _ .
Provisional battalion. Rendezvous or

DIstribution, nnd recruits.
29tb Massacbusetts Volunteers .

1,885
1,7811
1,679
1,700

410

2,000
866
8M

1,100
1,700
1,400

4llO
8li8
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Memorandum of troops forwarded from Department of Waahingt01l to ArtilY of
the Potomac since May 1, 18M-Continued.

---- -
Rel{Iment. IStrenjttb. RegIment. Strengtb.

Detachment 184th pen'::!lvanla....... 70 Com~y 60th Ohio Volunteer Infantry '/11
Battalion, Rendezvous 0 DIstribution. . 8lO Ren ezvous of Dlstrfbutlon and re- l,9i3
Roo.lldezvous of DIstribution............ lllI7 cru118.
]87th PenllllYlvanla Volunteers ........ IlllO Battalion llllnnesota Volunteers ......• ]'/11
3d De1a>vare and \14th New York ...... ],1150 Provisional battalion .............. llIl7
4th Delaware,lIth New York, and ]57th 1,0150 2IId U. S. Colored Troop.< . . . . . . . . .. : : : : 46

PeDWlYIvan!&. 188th Ohio National Guard ............. 840
21st PeniJ8ylvania Cavalry (d.l8mount- l,ms ]Mh Ohio National Guard ............ 8lO

00). .• Provisional battalion, Rendezvous of flllll
Company recroltll 16th Michigan...... 83 DilItribution.
lid Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery...... 1,288 Provlalonal battalion from Briggs ..... 448
10th New York HeavyArtl\lery ........ l,7W lMth Ohio National Guard ......•..... IlOO
Purnell (Maryland) LegIon ............. 158 171lth New york ........................ llIl
1st Delaware Cavalry ................. Il2ll 134th Ohio National Guard ........ 1m

:rJ:'=~-R'~~:::":::::.::::: 1,1114 6th New Hampablre Volunteers .... ::: 4G7
830

171lth New york ........................ ar.7 48,266
1l\lJd Ohio Volunteer Infantry .......... 8119

Note in Letter Book, Headquarters Armies of the United 'States.

This last letter of General Lee· was not delivered at the outposts
of General Hancock until after 10 o'clock, the hour fixed by Gen
eral Lee for the expiration of the armistice. Notwithstanding, the
rebel pickets were drawn in as proposed, and a burial party sent out
shortly after 8 o'clock, but as our pickets had received no instructions
on the subject, the party was captured. On the report of these facts,
General Grant has just sent the subjoined letter to the rebel com
mander.

COLD HARBOR, VA., June 7,1864--10.30 a.. In.

General R. E. LEE, Camdg. Army of Northern Virginia:
I regret that your note of 7 p. m. yesterday should have been re

ceived at the nearest corps headquarters to where it was delivered
after the hour that.had been given for the removal of the dead and
wounded had expired. 10.45 p. m. was the hour at which it was re
ceived at corps headquarters, and between 11 and 12 it reached my
headquarters. As a consequence, it was not understood by the
troops of this army that there was a cessation of hostilities for the
purpose of collecting the dead and wounded, and none were collected.
Two officers and six men of the Eighth and Twenty-fifth North
Carolina Regiments, who were out in search of the bodies of officers
of their respective regiments, were captured and brought into our
lines owing to this want of understanding. I regret this, but will
state that as soon as I learned the fact I directed that they should
not be held as prisoners, but must be returned to their commands.
These officers and men having been carelessly brought through our
lines to the rear, I have not determined whether they will be sent
back the way they came or whether they will be sent by some other
route.

Regretting that all my efforts for alleviating the sufferings of
wounded men left upon the battle-field have been rendered nuga
tory,

I remain, &c., ...
U. S. GRANT,

Lieute1Junt- General.

*See June 6,7 p. m., p. 639.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIROINIA.
. June 7. l!;G4-:.l p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRA.....T.
Commanding U. S. Armies:

GENERAL: Your note of 10.30 a. m. to-day has just been received.
I regret that my letter to you of 7 p. m. yesterday should have been
too late in reaching you to effect the removal of'the wounded.

I am willing, if you desire it, to devote the hours between 6 and 8
this afternoon to accomplish that object upon the same terms and
conditions as set forth in my letter of 7!. m. yesterday. If this will
answer your purpose, and you will sen parties from your lines at
the hour designated with white flags, I will direct that they be recog
nized and be permitted to collect the dead and wounded.

I will also notify the officers on my lines that they will be per
mitted to collect any of our men that may be'on the field. I request
yon will notify me as soon as practicable if this arrangement is
agreeable to you. Lieutenant McAllister. Corporal Martin. and two
privates of the Eighth North Carolina Regiment. and Lieutenant
Hartman. CorpI': T. Kinlow, and Privates Bass and Grey were sent
last night, between the hours of 8 and 10 p. m.• for the .purpose of
recovering the body of Colonel Murchison, and as they have not re
turned, I presume they are the men mentioned in your letter. I
request that they be returned to our lines.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE.

General.
[Indorsement.]

JUNE 7, 1864.
Referred to General G. G. Meade, commanding Army of the

Potomac.
I will notify General Lee that hostilities will cease from 6 to 8 for

the purposes mentioned. You may senu the officers and men referred
to as you deem best. Please return this.

U. S. GRANT.
Lieutenant-General.

COLD HARBOR, VA., June 7, 1864-5.30 p. m.
General R. E. LEE.

Command-ing Anny of Northern rirginia:
Your note of this date just received. It will be impossible for me

to communicate the fact of the truce by the hour named by you (6 p.
m.), but I will avail myself of your offer at the earliest possible
moment, which I hope will not be much after that hour. The officers

- and men taken last evening are the same mentioned in your note and
will be returned.

U. S. GRANT.
Lieutenant-General.

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. SIGNAL DEPARTMENT,
June 7, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Sta.ff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following batteries. &c.,
of the enemy upon the south sMe of the Chickahominy: Opposite

~ '.". - ,~~.L_
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Bottom's Bridge, and commanding it, a battery of two guns behind
an ordinary earth-work. About 100 yards in the rear of this work is
a line of rifle-pits or a common breast-work, several hundred yards
long. About GOO men visible at this point. Two guns on each side
of the railroad in the vicinity of the railroad bridge. The earth
works at that place, mainly old ones, repaired and strengthened.
The infantry kept out of view in that vicinity. Three guns east of
the Dudley house.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Captain, &c.

HEADQUARTERS PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
June 7, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: About 3 this p. m. the skirmishers of-the Forty-fifth 
Pellnsylvan~ Regiment, Ninth Army Corps (on extreme right of our
line), picked up a small note on advancing their lines. Inclosed is a
true copy brought in by one of our scouts. The original was left with
the COlOl101 of the regiment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,

Colonel, &c.

[InclOllllI"6.J

Mrs. Bowle~ who has been down to Old Church to procure supplies
of crackers, reports that the enemy have intrenchments in the edge
of the woods below Pate's house, about 1 mile from Old Church, to
ward Linney's. They have pickets in the upper edge of Pate's clear
ing. Mrs. Bowles reports General Barrow LFerrero] in command at
Old Church. She saw five flags. The troops were principally
negroes, with sollie whites. She procured supplies from the commis
sary at Old Church. I am with Lieutenant Early, Cobb Legion.

D. E. HENDER..';ON,
Lieutenant of Engineers.

MONDAY MORNING-l.30 o'clock.
Scouts report finding a picket at Allen's Mill. The above state-

ment may be relied upon. .
D. E. HENDERSON.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864-7 a. m.

Corps commanders will report the condition of affairs in their
fronts, progress in works during the night, and changes, if any,
noted in position or force of the enemy.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Conunanding.

- - ; ..~~
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864.

The major-~eneral commanding directs that corps commanders
suspend pushlDg their works up to the enemy, limiting their oper
ations to completing those necessary for their security that have been
commenced.

A. A. HUMPHREYS
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864.

SPECIAL ORDERS, }
No. 155.

* * * * * *
3. Two days' subsistence will be drawn from the train and issued

to the troops to-day, which will give four days' rations on the per
sons of the men from. to-morrow mornin~. The wagons thus emptied
will be sent to the White House for addItional supplies, accompanied
by the proper officers of the subsistence department to draw the
stores.

* • * * * * •
5. The portions of the First New Hampshire Cavalry, Thirteenth

Ohio Cavalry, and Twenty-fourth New York Cavalry now with this
army, dismounted, will at once proceed to the White House depot
and report for duty to Brig. Gen. J. J. Abercrombie, commanding
at that place.

6. Captains Clayton's and Watkins' cavalry companies, of the
Purnell Legion, dismounted and equipped as infantry, and now
serving with the provost-marshal-general, are assigned to duty with
the portion of the Purnell Legion, Maryland Volunteers, attached to
the Third Brigade, Second Division, Fifth Corps, and will report
accordingly with as little delay as practicable.

* • * • • • •
10. So much of paragraph 5, Special Orders, No. 155, of this date,

from these headquarters, as directs the portion of the Twenty-fourth
NeW' York Cavalry with the dismounted cavalry at the supply train
to report for duty to Brigadier-General Abercrombie, commanding
at the White House, is revoked, and the detachment will at once
join the portion of the Twenty-fourth New Yurk Cavalry serving
with the Ninth Army Corps.

• • • * • • •
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjuront-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864.

Corps commanders are notified that a flag of truce exists from Gto
8 p. m. to-day, and they will immediately send out, under a white
flag, medical officers with stretcher-bearers to bring in the dead and
wounded. No other officers or men will be permitted to leave the
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

lines, and no intercourse of any kind will be held with the enemy,
and tho medical officers and attenllants will be enjoined not to con
verse upon any subject coenected with the military operations or
likely to give information to the enemy.

By command of Major-General Meade:

GENERAL ORDERS.) HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864.

Edward Crapsey, a correspondent of the Philadelphia Inquirer,
having published in that journal of the 2d instant a libelous state
ment on the commanding general of this army calculated to impair
the confidence of the army in their commanding officer; and which
statement the said Crapsey has acknowledged to have been false,
and to have been based on some idle camp rumor, it is hereby or
dered that he b~ arrested and paraded through the lines of the army
with a placard marked" libeler of the press," and that he be then
put without the lines and not permitted to return.

The provost-marshal-general will see that this order is promptly
executed.

The commanding general trusts that this example will deter others
from committing like offenses, and he takes this occasion to notify
the representatives of the public press that, whilst he is ready at all
times to extend to them every facility for acquiring facts and giving
circulation to the truth, he will not hesitate to ;punish with the
utmost rigor all instances like the above where indIviduals take ad
vantage of the privileges accorded to them to circulate falsehood
and thus impair the confidence which the public and army should
have in their generals and other officers.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC~
June 7, 1864-8.110 a. m.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Maj. Gen. W. S. HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

Ricketts' battery will be returned to you the moment its services
with the Eighteenth Corp8 can be dispensed with. It is not practi
cable to return it at the present moment.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 7, 1864-9 a. m. (Received 5 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. D. B. BIRNEY,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs tne to say to
you tha.t now you a.re in position in front of the enemy he desires

1
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WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

SECOND CORPS,
June 7, Hlli4-1 p. m.

you to advance your line as far fi."I practicable by means of regular
approaches, having selected such points of attack on the eIlt'IIlY'~

line as you may think most advantagpously situated for opening
against. The general desires you to run zigzags and parallels until
you attain a position from which the· ellemy"8 works can be readily
assaulted, or batteries placed to enfilade theIr lines. Sand-bags will
be furnished you on aIJplication to the quartermaster at these head
quarters, Captain McEntee. The engineer department is engaged
in making gabions, and a small number of these can be sent you
from day to day. A daily report at 8 a. m. is required from division
commanders showing by sketches and otherwise what progress has
been made since last report, and changes in the enemy's lines.

Very respectfully, your obedient sernmt,
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 18ti4-!UO a. m.

Gereral WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit the rt>port* of division

commanders showing their operations since last report. General
Birney to-night will commence operations against the point in front
of his right center, where the enemy's line makes a return to the
river. General Barlow has been working along steadily, but neces
sarily slowly, owing to the close proximity he is in to the enemy.
The mine is progressing well. General Gibbon's report will show
his operations. The officers of the enemy bringing in the flag of
truce arrived about 8 p. m., but who were not communicated with
until a later hour, reJ?orted that the enemy had withdrawn their skir
mishers at 8 o'clock m order to let us have an opportunity to collect
our wounded, &c. Vt;re received no notice of it m sufficient time to
avail ourselves of it, as it was nearly 10 o'clock when it came, and,
besides

j
we had no notice from higher headquarters that a truce was

or wou d be in existence. -
Your obedient servant,

General WILLIAMS:
General Birney reports by a staff officer that General Griffin, with

parts of two diVIsions of Fifth Army Corps, has connected with his
left, and has discovered a heavy force of the enemy on the other
side of the Chickahominy, at Bottom's Bridge, who shelled his col
umn as it passed down. General Birney has advanced his pickets on
his left, and driven tha enemy beyond the swamp. General B.'s
pickets are now on this side of an impassable swamp.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
][ajor-General.

*See Barlow tQ Walker and Gibbon to Walker, pp. 672, 673.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
June 7, 1864-1.20 p. m.

General WILLIAMS:
The telegraph is now up to my headquarters. The road is now

nearer to you aud to my division headquarters than before. I for
got to mention last evening that the enemy is throwing mortar
shells (probably, Coehorns), directed at Cold Harbor. I shall send
a staff officer and orderlies to show the way to headquarters.

WINF'D S. HANCOOK,
lrIC/Jar-General, Commanding.

(Same to Wright and Smith.)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TIlE POTOMAC,
Jltne 7, 1864-11.1>0 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
The commanding general directs that the companies of regular

engineer troops now serving with the Second, Sixth, and Eighteenth
Corps be returned early to-morrow morning to the headqualiers of
the regular engineer battalion near these headquarters.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Gene·ral.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Division commanders are informed that it has been observed this
p. m. that along tlll'l~-fourthsof the line the breast-works have been
constructed so high that it is impossible for the troops to fire hori
zontally over them.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Indo1'8ement.]

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
. June 7, 1864.

Wherever this fault exists along their line of works brigade com
manders will have "treads" or platforms of earth constructed at
once, so that the troops may be high enough to be able to deliver
an offective fire horizontally over the works.

By order of Brigadier-General Barlow :
JOHN HANCOCK,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that we continued the ap
proach last night a.'l vigorously as possible. We are working the
most adv~Ilcetl parallel from ho~h rIght an~ left toward t~e center.
On the left some (j yards was finIshed last lllght, and the nght some
4: yards. Only 1 man can work at a time, and last night the flashes

.
n' _~'...: "rei·'"
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of the lightning constantly revealed the position of the wOI'king
party to the enemy, and enabled them to interrupt the work by their
fire. The mine is also being pushed. The open approach (shown
by inclosed sketch) and the gallery together are some 40 feet in
length at this time. I have the honor to inclose a sketch· of our
works on the right of our line.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-General, Qornrnanding Division.

HDQRS. FOURTH BRIG., FIRST DIV., SECOND CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Major HANCOCK,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

MAJOR: I have to acknowledge thA receipt of your note of this p.
m. The directions of the ~eneral commanding the division were
fully complied with at the tIme they were given. The only point to
which the remarks of the corJ?s commander can apply, is III the ad
vanced work in front of the l'lght of the brigade. At this point tho
works were made purposely high and loop-holed in order to protect
the troops from the fire of the enemy's sharpshooters. Direction::!
were given hefore dark, however, to have this work leveled to the
proper height as soon after dark as it could be done with safety.

Your obedient servant,
. JAMES A. BEAVER,

Colonel 148th Pennsylvania Vols., Comdg. Brigade.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS,
. June 7, 1864.

Lieut. Col. F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjldant-General, Second Corps:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report progress in my works last
night. On the right Colonel Pierce has so stren~hened his line of
picket rifle-pits that he has placed a portion of hIS two reserve regi
ments in them to occupy them. He has corduroyed the swamp run
ning through his brigade, and is about to construct a breast-work
with sand-ba~, so that he will have uninterrupted communication
throughout hIS whole line. But little advance was made by Colonel
Ramsey, Fourth Brigade, who has difficult ground, but is still work
ing ahead slowly. The picket-firing last night was almost contiuu
ous, and the working parties throughout the line were a good deal
harassed. On the left General Owen has pushed forward a salient
near the center of his line, with which it is designed to connect tho
one made the night before, which will give us a line about 12 or 15
yards farther forward. Colonel Smyth has pr()lon~edthe line com
menced in his front night before last, advancing slIghtly his right,
where the shar~shooters'fire from the right is very severe, and to
night Colonel Ramsey is to push forward the left of his line so as
to try and silence it. I send Captain Seville, with his maps, and he
will explain the new positions.

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Divisiun.

- - ---- ._--
* Not found.

43 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PCTOMAC,
June 7, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Major-General WARREN, or, in his absence,
The SENIOR OFFICER OF HIS Two DIVISIONS,

Near Leary's:
The major-general commanding directs that you hold the two

divisions of the Fifth Corps near Leary's prepared to move up to
the support of General Burnside, and support him when he calls
upon you for support. You will send a staff officer to communi
cate with General Burnside.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864-1 p. m.

Major-General WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

General Burnside is directed to send some force to Allen's Mill,
crossin~ by Matadequin and the next crossing above, coming from
Bosher s. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

JUNE 7, 1864-1 p. m.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

NOTE.-This note should have gone with Captain Cope.
G. K. W.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
The map furnished by Major Duane leads you into an error

about the crossings of the Matadequin coming from Bosher's toward
Allen's Mill. There is but one such crossing and that is at the mill,
which I am guarding. They have drawn the stream wrong. All
the water runs into the Allen's Mill dam and no enemy can cross or
get on Burnside's rear unless he comes down from Old Church sud
then I'll meet him.

Respectfully,

JUNE 7, 1864-1.30 p. m.
General HUMPHREYS:
. The staff officer I sent to General Burnside has returned. He re
ports that 3 of General Burnside's skirmishers were driven away
from a spot this morning, and that 12 men were then advanced to
the same spot. That the enemy has a Whitworth gun firing at very
long range; and, secondly, our troops, from the Matadequiu Swamp
all along, are in two and three lines mtrenched, and I beheve it is im
possible for any force of the enemy to ~et through them even by the
most desperate efforts. Under these CIrcumstances I do not think it
likely that we shall be needed for support to this part of the lina,
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and if I m&y suggest, I would do so to the commanding general to
bold on to his reserves when he has any till their need elsewhere is
very apyarent, for in my experience the rumors and fears of tbe
picket-line are too apt to 00 transmitted up without due investi
gation. My men will he held at all times as ready as possible to
move at once, but to be always ready is to be never ready, for men
cannot stand with belts, knapsacks, &c., on all the time without be
ing broken down.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THB POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864-2 p. m.

Major-General W ARRBN :
Your dispatch received. There appears to be no probability at

present of your being required to support General Burnside.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

JUNE 7, 1864-2.30 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

General Griffin reports that he has driven the enemy over Sum
ner's Bridge, and had sent one or two men across. He lost a few men
in getting it. One of General Cutler's brigades has taken possession
of this end of the railroad bridge and lost a few men. Tbe enemy
fired a great deal with artillery. The railroad bridge is said to be
cut and burned. The enemy is intrenched on the opposite Ride. A
considerable cloud of dust was seen, indicating a movement of troops
by the enemy. We may: be able to cross the stream, but do not
know our prospects for a<ivancing afterward.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-Gene7·al.
[lndOl'llemeDt.]

JUNE 7, 1864.
It is not desirable that General Warren should cross the river, but

hold the crossing to prevent the enemy coming to this side.
U. S. GRANT,

• Lieutenant-General, Cmnmanding.

LEARY'S, Jlme 7, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

I havo the base of a shot fired from the iron-clad car on the rail
road. It is a 32-pounder.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

[( IlL C byGoogle
-- _ .
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HEADQC ARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMHPREYS,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: The loss of men as prisoners which we suffered on the
2d of June, in the regular brigade, perhaps requires this special
report from me. We were executing the movement to close in to
the left, ordered at army headquarters, by which we were to take
part at 5 p. m. that day in an attack. The troops covering the flank
of those withdrawing did not stand long enough to give them warn
ing, and their capture resulted. As soon as the enemy's pursuit was
ascertained, the same division drove the enemy back. We should
not have lost a man as prisoner, if we had llot been executing the
order to close in to the left.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS FIRBT DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
June 7, 1864-2 a. m.

[General WARREN:]
GENERAL: I have one regiment of Third Brigade on picket that I

wish relieved. The enemy has or had a line of infantry pickets in
its front last night. Will you please have the matter attended to at
once.

Respectfully, &c.,
CHA8. GRIFFIN,

Brigadier-GenerC'l, Commanding Di'L·ision.

I

-.~

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, FIFTH CORPS,
June 7, 1864-5 p. m.

[General WARREN:]
GENERAL: The special order from headquarters Fifth Army Corps,

dated June 6, 11 p. m., has been carried out. Our pickets hold the
river-bank on this side at Sumner's (lower) Ford and railroad bridge,
and a line,of7pickets is established from the left of the Second Corps
to about one-half mile below the railroad. In my opinion, I can
cross the river at Sumner's Ford if a bridge is placed over the
stream, and a force can be advanced across the open field in front
without much opposition. The railroad brid~e is n long one, and
our troops hold some 30 feet or more on thIS side. The enemy
is intrenched some 800 yards or more on the opposite bank. One
brigade is at the railroad bridge, one about a mile from there,
and the First Division on the left of the Second Corps, available.
There is no enemy on this side of the river in my front, and the
pickets of my command occupy the bank of the river. There bas
been firing along the line at various points. The enemy have been
firing at me all day with artillery at Sumner's Bridge. As regards
the question as to whether we can cross at Sumner's Ford, I would
respectfully state that this can only be answered by trying, if by the
question the general commanding meanS to cross a large forco or a
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<Iivision. Skirmishers have already been across. The above remark
will equally apply tQ the crossing at the railroad bridge. Our troops
have driven the enemy's pickets away from the river at Sumner's
Ford and at the bridge.

Very respectfully, &c.,
CHAS. GRIFFIN,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Di1-·ision.

A train (construction) is at Dispatch Station, under charge of Cap
tain Jones, assistant quartermaster.

HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., THRID DIV., CAVALRY CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Brig. Gen. CHARLES GRIFFIN,
Commanding Division, Fifth Corps:

GENERAL: A detachment of my command sent down the railroad
have reached the bridge, and report that the bridge is partially
destroyed. A picket of the enemy on this side was driven back
npon the approach of my men. A reconnaissance at Bottom's
Bridge develops the fact that the enemy are not on this side the
river at that point.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. CHAPMAN,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., THIRD DIV., CAVALRY CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

[Brig. Gen. CHARLES GRIFFIN,
Commanding Division, Fifth Corps:]

GENERAL: I am in receipt of commnnication sent me for informa
tion. I had on picket at the railroad bridge, and maintaining a
connection with left of the army at Tyler's, a battalion. Subse
quently, upon a report of activity by the enemy at the bridge, I sent
a second battalion, making an entIre force of about 200. In front
of Bottom's Bridge I have a squadron, with three companies in re
serve near at hand. At Fisher's Ford a company. (Fisher's is
about Ii miles below Bottom's Bridge.) Some 3 miles below, and
this side of Long Bridgel,} have a battalion picketing and patrolling
the roads toward Long .l:Sridge and Jones' Bridge. So soon as the
infantry relieve the right of the line I shall make new dispositions,
if I deem them necessary, and shall probably move my command
down the river farther.

I have not yet personally examined to ascertain what force of the
rebels, if any, are on picket this side the river at Bottom's Bridge,
butwill do so this morning, and endeavor to drive them back. You
will recollect there is a low flat on this side, commanded br. works
on the other, and I am informed they have a section of artillery in
position. At Fisher's they have a picket, but not, I think, on this
side the river. I inclose IOU a report· from Major Moore, com
mander of right of line. also forward a deserter from the Forty-

*Not found.
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ninth North Carolina Regiment, Ransom's brigade. He says that
brigade is on the river, south of the railroad, and lUlother brigade
the otp.er side railroad. Confirms the report in regard to the rail
road iron-clad near the bridge. Says he heard the men say the
bridge was partially destroyed. If an:(thing of importance trans
pires, or the enemy make new dispositIOns or developments, I will
mform you at once.

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. CHAPMAN,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

The commanding officers of the Second and Third Divisions will
hold their commands in readiness to move at a moment's call to the
support of General Burnside if necessary.

By command of Major-General Warren:
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARM.Y CoRPS,
June 7, 1864-8.30 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
There are no changes discernible in the enemy's force or position

in my front. In front of the left division some progress was made
in opening and improving advanced works, and connecting them
with the rear. Positions for two addition~ guns were prepared. In
front of the~enteran advanced line was opened, which is now being
strengthened and connected with the rear. In front of the right
nothing was done but to finish works already commenced, and nearly
completed a new battery.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-Genernl, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS LIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Major-General WRIGHT,
Commanding Sixth Corps:

GENERAL: I will send you one of your batteries at once. My own
three batteries are so close to the enemy that it is absolutely nec~
sary to relieve them that the men and horses may have some rest.
If you still desire it, I will senu your other one to you. Mine are in
good position, and do good service to both our corps.

Respectfully, &c.,
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding•

. _~ea
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
J1tne 7, 1864-11 a. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

(Same to Major-General Smith, Eighteenth Corps.)

Major-General WRIGHT,
Sizth Corps:

I am informed unofficially, based on the report of Colonel Tomp
kins, that there was yesterday some time on your lines a suspension
of hostilities, or some kind of informal agreement between your
forces and the enemYi

during which your dead and wounded were
removed. You will p ease report whether you have any knowledge
of the existence of such a state of affairs, of any communications
being held with the enemy, and, if so, by whose authority the same
was done.

Respectfully, yours,

HZADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORP8,
June 7, 1864-11.05 a. m.

Major-General MEADE.
I had already inquired into the report referred to in your dispatch

of 11 a. m., and am assured that no agreement whatever was entered
into with the enemy for a cessation of hostilities, but that some time
before the cannonading of yesterday afternoon men from both sides
brought in their dead lying between the lines, both parties refrain
in~ from firing as if by tacit consent, and that thIS condition of
thmgs existed for an hour or more, when the fire of the enemy above
alluded to commenced, and was followed by firing along the line. I
shall call on Colonel Tompkins for a further report in the matter.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, .commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-11.30 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

In my brief report of the result of the affair with the enemy at
this point on the 1st instant, I reported upward of 500 prisoners cap
tured by this corps, and that in addition some 250 were reported as
having been turned over to guards of the Eighteenth Corps during
the progress of the attack. Subsequent investigation would seem to
show that the later report was an error, as General Smith returns
no captures of prisoners by his corps on that day. The investiga
tion discloses the additional fact that of the prisoners sent to the
provost-marshal-general of the army, numbermg 547 officers and
men, one squad of 60 or 70, besides some others subsequently brought
in. were actualll captured by the Eighteenth instead of the Sixth
Army Corps. make this statement as a correction of my previous
report on the subject, and to do full justice to the Eighteenth Corps
in regard to the prisoners (perhaps 100 in all) with which that corps
should be credited.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.
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HEADQU ARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1H64-7.40 p. m.

Brigadier-General PATRICK,
Provo.'tt-Ma1·shal-General :

I think it very imprudent returnin~ the rebel prisoners through
my lines, and believe their reported mIssion a fraud to get informa
tion of the strength of our position. Please answer at once.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-5.27 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
GENERAL: One of General Smith's lines has been posted imme

(Hately in front of my camp in rear of my own lines. I am obliged
to move my camp, and would like to have instructions given for the
tele~raph to follow my camp.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-5.35 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
When I sent my message of 5.27 a. m. I was not aware that the

telegraph party were here.ready to establish my office. I wish to
establisn my headquarters.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

"--
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

June 7, 1864-8.45 a. ID. (Received 8.46 a. m.)
Major-General BURNSIDE,

Commanding Ninth Corps:
Have you any troops at Allen's Mill ?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-9 ll.. m.

General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
I have no troops at Allen's Mill; I understand that General War

ren has a regimtlnt there in position. Major Duane has a sketch of
the position occupied by our troops. General Willcox has finished
the parallel in front of his line, and has succeeded in driving back
the enemy's skirmishers. General Potter drove the enemy from a.
commanding hill OIl his right and front, and I propose to extend his
line and intrench the hill for a battery, in case we succeed in hold
ing it. It is one of the hills given up on the day General 'Varren
withdrew. Major Morton is now recoIlnoitering with a view to
throwing forward General Crittenden's division.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

[( IlL C byGOO Ie
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAG,
June 7, 1864-9.30 a. m.

Major-General BlTRNSIDK,
Commanding J,.Vinth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you send some force,
sar. a brigade, to guard the crossing of the Matadequin at Allen's
MIll, and the crossing between your right and Allen's Mill made by
the road from Bosher's. The two points are marked in blue on the
sketch* inclosed.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The following just received:
HEADQUARTERS THmD DIVISION, NINTH ARKY CORP'>,

June 7, 1864-10 a. m.
Major-General BURNSIDE:

The enemy advanced at 9 a. m. on extreme right of Colonel Christ's brigade. with
heavy line of skirmishers, RUppO!ted b,Y two relPments, and carried trJlI yards of
the rifle-pits last thrown up and OCCUpied by Christ's skirmishers. Strong line of
rebel infantry reported by our pickets moving to our right.

Very respectfully,
O. B. WILLCOX,

BrigQdier-General.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mujor-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 18G·1. (Received 10.30 a. m.)

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

Your disratch received. The two divisions of General Warren,
near Leary s, are directed to be held in readiness to support you and
to move to your support when called upon by you. The command
ing general directs that you do not call upon them except in case of
absolute necessity, nor until it is apparent your own trool>s can no
longer maintain your line. Does General Willcox's diviSIOn mljoin
General Smith's troops?

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 181i4-10.45 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff :

General Willcox Atill connects with General Smith's right. The
break roported in Willcox's line is on his extreme right.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

* Not found.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864. (Received 11.20 a. m..)

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I hope we will not need Warren's divisions. Would it not be well
to let a part of Ayres' division take the position in advance of
Allen's Mill, and send only one division subject to our call? My
brigade has started but can be recalled. One of Warren's regiments
is already in that position.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Maj(Yr-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864-11.45 a.. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

The commanding ~eneral considers it necessary to hold General
Warren's command ill reserve. They should not be called upon for
support until it is absolutely necessary to prevent your being driven
out of your works. Warren's regiment at Allen's Mill s110uld be
relieved by your troops.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
MaJ(Yr-General and Chief of Slaff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864-1.45 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
A sketch of the Matadequin has just been shown me which differs

entirely from the photographic sketch furnished me, up<m which I
marked the two crossings of the Matadequin to be occupied by troops
and sent it to you. If the sketch just shown me is rignt there is no
crossing between the crossing nenr Allen's Mill nnd your left to be
held by troops, and besides the force near Allen's Mill should be on
the east side the road.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

•
HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,

JU'ne 7, 1864-4.30 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Ch-ief of Staff:
The enemy in considerable force made a sudden attack on the right

of my advance division on a crest which they had taken, and were
fortifying, and drove my men away after a sharp fight. The attack
was made at 3.30 p. m. General Potter, commanding the division; is
endeavoring to retake \>he position.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
MaJ(Yr-General.

[ (IlL C byGOO Ie... c _~..........
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JUNE 7, 1864-4.50 p. m.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chit'f of Staff...

Major-GeneIal BURNSIDE:
Your dispatch of 4.30 just received. The commanding general

directs that you retake the ground lost, bringing up General Crit·
tenden if necessary.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June. 7, 1864-4.50 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The order has already been given to retake the ground, but the
nature of the ground is such that only a few men can work at once.
It will be done, however, if possible. As much of General Critten
den's force as can be used will be put on.

. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- Gene1'al.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGIiTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
Can I be of any assistance to you?

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-4.30 p. m.

General W. F. SMITH,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

I am much obliged for your kind dispatch. We hope to hold our
own, but it may be well, if you have any reserves, to hold them ready
to send to us in case of need, or if any of your batteries can fire upon
the attacking force it would help us.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
Commanding Armies of the United States:

An application was made to you this morning from Major-General
Crittenden' to be relitlved from duty with this command. Under the
circumstances, I am satisfied that it would be better to relieve him.
H proper, I would be glad to have an answer, that I can make proper
arrangements. Yoq can consider this dispatch confidential or other
wise, as you think the interests of the service demand.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-Geneml.

[ (ItZI C byGoogle
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The order has been made, and is on its way to your headquarters,

for the relief of General Crittenden.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutena·nt-GMleral.
•

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7: 1864-8 p. m. (Received 8.10 p. m.)

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps.

A dispatch from General Wilson this p. m. reports that his cav
alry pickets extend from Gibson's to Bosher's.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Maj01'-General and Chief of Staff.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-8.3u p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
The enemy in my front did not respect the flag of truce. My medi

cal director was fired upon as he advanced with a white flag, and a
continual fire kept up by the enemy during the whole .period cov
ered by the flag.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 7, 1864-9 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding ],rinth Corps:

I inclose a coPy of a note· picked up by some of your command in
the skirmish thIS afternoon. The major-general commanding directs
that you arrest Mrs. Bowles, and send her to the provost-marshal
general if she is within your lines.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-4.55 p. m.

General CRITTENDEN:
Hold your command in rea.diness to move to the support of Gen

eral Potter at a moment's notice. Let the men be under arm!'! and
lie down in the l'par of their breast-works for protection, ready to
move on receipt of orders.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

--------------------
*See p.668.
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HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Woody's House, June 7, 1864-12.45 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Cor-p8:

GENERAL: The enemy have been driven from the position ther
gained on my left-in front of Colonel Christ's bri~ade, of Third DI
vision. Our line is re-established, though not qUIte as far forward
at the point of junction as it was, but it is a strong connection and
ought to hold. The enemy are giving us a pretty lively shelling,
and we are losing some men. I have a rifle-pit on the hill so nearly
completed that I think I can hold it, and expect to get a couple of
guns in position there this afternoon. I am cutting a road directly
to it through the wood, corduroying the swamp, which I think will
enable me to get guns in and out from that position at any time
without trouble.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

Are there troops of any other commands near my extreme right?
I heard a brigade or division of the Fifth Corps were off there some
where. How do Wilson and Ferrero lie al:l to Illy present position?
If we could get a connection it would prevent their surprising us
with any such movement as yesterday's.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-1.4:5 p. m.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

General POTTER,
Commanding Second Division:

I am glad to hear that the line is re-established. General Ferrero
is at Old Church Hotel, and pickets down the branch of the Matade
quin as far as Allen's Mill. There are two divisions of General
Griffin's not far from the mill, and subject to my order. I have sent
Ledlie's brigade across the swamp. He now occu:{>ies the two posi
tions marked in blue. A brigade of cavalry is statIOned at Linney's
and Butler's, picketing to Gilman's and below, on the main road, and
down to Mrs. Allen's on the other road. I shall try this afternoon
to throw General Crittenden forward, if possible, on a line with the
streams in front of the two blue marks, which, I take it, is the swamp
the right of your new line will rest upon. Please mark on the in
closed map* your new line, and return it by my orderly. How far is
your right (new) from Bosher's?

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-2 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Ninth Ar'my Corps:

GENERAL: The red line is nearly correct for the line I have
through the swamp. The lead-pencil line I have IJut on marks the
line covering the hill. My picket-line runs around Bosher's house,

·Notfound.
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a dotted line. This house is hardly far enough north on this map.
The Forty-eighth [Pennsylvania] lies on the road. The wagons
moved on nearly southeast of Bosher's and west of the road from
Gilman's to the Woody house, this side of the stream from the
swamp, I should think about in front of the center of the left of
General Crittenden, some distance out. I don't think this map is
very correct. At any rate, it is difficult to determine where my
line is on it. Bosher's house is more than a mile from here by the
direct road, and about a third of a mile in a line from where I am
intrenching. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-Ge1Leral.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-3.30 p. m.

General BURNSIDE,
Ninth. Army Corps:

GENERAL: The enemy made a sudden rush from the woods on the
right of the hill, drove in my skirmishers, and rushed in simulta
neously on the rifle-pit I was building, from which, in the confusion,
the men fell back and the enemy now hold. My force at this point
was some 300 or 400, and there was no excuse for not holding it.
The surprise seems to have been complete, and shows that some one
was to blame. One of my staff officers happened to be on the line
at the time, and reports that the officer in command ran away, call
ing on his men to fall back. The fighting seems to be pretty sharp
just now. I have ordered it to be reseized before the enemy can
get any_considerable force there, if possible.

Your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

P. S.-One of General Willcox's staff reports just now that he
was in position to soo the enemy's advance, and it was a very heavy
force.

JUNE 7, 1864.
[General BURNSIDE:]

GENERAL: I do not think it is pOssible to retake the position from
the front,· but perha~s from the right; but I will make a reconnais
sance at once. It wlll take a strong force to do it, as the' enemy's
artillery fire is very hot.

ROBERT B. POTTER,
Brigadier-General.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-3 p. m.

General BUR.."lSIDE:
At 12.30 p. m. Colonel HumJ?hrey reported that his skirmishers

had driven the enemy back towlthin 30 yards of the pits they gained
from Colonel Christ, I d9 Jwt ti~d the reportl,'l Qf tb.l3 eueJIlY mov-
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A. E. BURNSIDE.

ing to my right in force worthy of credit; but they will no doubt
struggle hard to hold the pits they have gained~ as they constitute
the ex.treme right of my advanced parallel, an<1 are not connected
with any parallel of the Second Division.

Very respectfully,
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-1 a. m.

Colonel HARHAUS,
Seco-nd New York Cavalry:

COLONEL: Yours of the nth just received. The line you speak of
is the proper one until you can open communication across the coun
try, in front of Allen's pond, which will not· be practicable until
morning, if then. I am inclined to think that there is a pretty
heavy force in front of General Potter.

Very respectfully, yours,

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864-8.10 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
All is quiet along my front, exc!3J?t skirmish firing. A trench was

run from the salient made on mght .of 4th instant to a point in
ravine on my center, thus throwing forward my troops in lino and
making the line of battle straight. Many of the dead were buried
during the night.

WM. F. SMITH, .
Major-General, Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your dis,
patch of 11 a. m.,* and in answer to furnish the following mforma
tion: General Brooks, commanding First Division, states that an
officer went out from his front during yesterday p. m., and at his
own risk brought in a wounded man. General Martindale, com
manding Second Division, states that the enemy ceased firing and
stood upon their works and our men did likewise, supposing a cessa
tion of hostilities was going on according to the request of the com
manding general of the army. A rebel officer advanced and ill
formed one of the officers of Second Brigade that unless work was
suspended on a battery we were building hostilities would be resumed.
Our men and the enemy then resumed their old positions; Gen~ral
Ames, commanding Third Division, states there was no commumca
tion along his front.

Sec p.679.
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WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

CIRCULAR.]

During the aft.ernoon of yesterday, between 2 and 3 o'clock, I vis
ited my lines, and was informed by the troops of the first line that an
informal agreement had been made with the enemy in their front to
stop llicket-firing. As this was very much in accordance with my
own Ideas, I expressed a wish that this state of affairs would extend
all along my lines, as my men in the rear lines were suffering se
verely from such firing. While I was down there an officer of n.y
corp,s went out under tire to exchange papers. During the night,
whIle our dead were being buried, our men were so near as to hear a
rebel officer give orders not to fire on burying parties. This is all
with regard ~o cessation of hostilities or communication with the
enemy on my front that I am informed of officially or otherwise.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. F. SMITH.

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 7, 1864:.

Lieut. Col. THOMAS WILSON,
Chief Commissary of Subsistence, Army of the Pof-O?nac:

Captain Hill, my acting chief commissary, has gone over to see
you this morning. Will you please give him the necessary instruc
tions? Our corps is now fully supplied to the 13th instant, and can
return all borrowed supplies.

HDQRS. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

June 7, 1864.
The following explanation of the badges for this cor1>s i8 given

for the information of all the officers of this command: The general
commanding cor{)~ and his staff will wear the tri-colored cross,
marked "Corps Headquarters," worn suspended by a tri-colorcd
ribbon.

First Division: Th~ general commanding division and hi staff
will wear the red cross, with a triangle in the center, the sid of
which shall be of white enamel, suspended by a tri-colored ribbon.
Tho brigade commanders and staff will wear the same di 'i ion
cross, without tho triangle, but suspended by the tl'i-colored ribb n i
the number of the brigade will be enameled in white ill the enter.
Line officers will weal' the same brigade cross su pended by a r d
ribbon.

Second Division: The general commanding division and his taff
will wear the white cross, with a triangle in the center, the id of
which will be of blue enamel, suspended by the tri-colol'ed ribbon.
Brigade commanders and staff will weal' th arne cross and ribbon
1mt with the number of their brigade in blue enamel in t.ead of th
triangle. Line officers will wear their brigade ero' suspended by a
white ribbon.

Third Division: The general commanding divi ion and staff will
wear the blue cross, with the sides of the triangl f whit n ..

[1~ltwdbyGoogle
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susrended hy a tri-coloreu ribbun. Brigade commanders and staff
wil wear the same crOHS, without the triangle, suspended by the tri
colored ribbon, and the nUlllber of their brigade in the center in
white enamel.

Line officers will wear their brigade cross suspended by a blue
ribbon. The cavalry officers will wear a yellow cross, with two
crossed sabers in white relief enamel, suspended by a yellow rihbon.
Enlisted men the sallle badge without the rihbon. Tho artillery
officers will wear a. blue cross, with a white triangle all/I two crossed
cannon of red enamel, suspended hy a. red ribbon; pulis tOll mOil tho
same without the ribbon. The crOHses will be made with a pin on
the back, and the wearer's name and rank, and of such metal as may

. be chosen. The ribbon is distinctive of a commissioned officer, and
the tri-colored ribhon of a staff officer, and no others will be permit
ted to wear these badges. The crOSHes will be worn Oil the left
breast. Enlisted men will be furnished as soon as practicable with
badges of cloth to be sewed to their left breast.

By command of Maj. Gen. William F. Smith:
N. BOWEN.

Assistant Adjutant-Gl'neral.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTDENTH CORPS.
June 7, i864.

Brigadior-General AMES,
Commanding Third Di1'ision.'

GENERAL: The general commanding desire8 that you keep your
self posted regarding the stato of affairs on General Burnside's left,
that you be able to make proper dispositions for your own safety, or
in case of necessity to give any assistance that may be possible to
give. Please send Captain Musser, commissary of subsistence of one
of your brigades, to report here for temporary duty. You will have
to detail some one to take his place for a few days.

Respectfully, &c.,
N. BOWEN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

ASSISTANT INSPECTOR-GENERAL, CAVALRY BUREAU:
CAPTAIN: I fully indorRe your proposed or{ler in reference to cav

alry inspectors. Our difficulty heretofore has bpon in making onr
wants known to the hUl'(\au. We had no diroct channel to communi
cate through, but now will. Some confusion Ims occlllTell ill mount
ing veterans on the horses sent out. This has arisen from the fre
quent chan~e of depot, and from the fact that the dismounted men
were guardmg trains and WAre not availahle. I have every prospect
of having all llismounted men with the trains sent to the White
House, and have officers there to take charge of horse or animal.
Most of the new re~iments and recruits mounted at Port Royal and
otber places were dIsmounted as soon as they joined me.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

44 R R-VoL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY UORPS,
June 1, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of 6'taff, Army of the Polo-mac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that my pickets have
been pushed forward from their position of this morning, forming
now a much rectified and strengthened line from Linney's, Gibson's,
to Bosher's house. Everything remains quiet.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

JUNE 7, 1864.
Col. J. B. McINTOSH,

Commanding First Brigade:
COLONEL: I have advanced to the road leading to the left, and

find on the Mechanicsville road a strong picket of mounted and dis
mounted men, who fired at my advance. I do not think it safe to
advance in the direction of the right of General Burnside, as I might
be easily cut off. The people at Mr. Gibson's house say that there
is a considerable force on the other side of the swamps. Rebel
infantry came up on the left-hand road yesterday afternoon:

I have the honor, colonel, to be, very respectfully, you~
OTTO HARHAuS.

[Indorsement.)

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general
commanding.

Col. O. Harhaus is at Butler's. The f.oint designated by him is
at the junction of the roads near Gibson s.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

COLD HARBOR, VA., Jwne 7, 1864.
Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Commanding U. S. Forces, White House, Va.:
Captain Parker, assistant adjutant-general, goes to White House

this morning for the purpose of ascertaining certainly the time when
cars can commence running, and the probable time it would take
thereafter to remove all the iron from the York River Railroad from
the Chickahominy back to White House and place it on board of
steamers. I shall not want to use the railroad at all for supplying
the army, but will destroy it, so that the enemy cannot use the iron
for the purpose of relaying other roads.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-(}~rat,
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JUNE 7, 1864.

S. WILLIAMS,
AS8istant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Whife House, Va., June 7, 1864.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

JUNE 7, 1864-12.30 p. m.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. J. J. ARERCROMRIE,
. Cmll1llaJlfling (It ~Vhife HOllS(':

The commanding ~eneral directs that you adopt som(' effective
measures fot the arrest and return of all stragglers from this army
who may reach the White House. It is beHoved that many men
and occasionally officers leave this army without pr0J;ler authority,
and find their way to tho White Houso in the expectatIOn of getting
off on the public transports. It is presumed you have already taken
tho necessary steps tu prevent the departure of any unauthorized
parties on the transports.

Very respectfully, &c.,

General WILLIAMS:
In complianc£' with your communication!:! of to-Jay. hy Captain

Parker, I have the honor to state that Major Wentz. in charge of the
l'ailroad, is at present on duty connected with his operations here.
His a,<;sistant, McAlpine, has gonA, agreeably to my mstructions, as
far as Summit Station. The foreman says as soon as another loco
motive and eight additional cars arrive, which are expected here
this evening, the rails can be taken up from Dispatch Station to this
point in two days, and the remainder between this and West .Point
m three, making five days for the whole distance. I herewith in
close a list of cavalry now at this station; also the number of troops
sent to the front sinco May 13.

Very respectfully,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure. J

Cavalry forces at White House, Va.

First New Hampshire Cavalry, Lieut. Col. B. T. Hutchins, 260
uneffective; First Rhode Island Cavalry, Maj. P. M. Farrington, 278
effective; Twenty-fifth New York Cavalry, Capt. James M. Smith,
282 dismounted. Number of troops1:leut forward since May 13,1864,
all arJ;l1s, 39,300.

Lieutenant-General GRANT,
White House:

All quiet on my lines. Richmond paper of June 7 gives intelli
gence of a fight at Mount Crawford between General Hunter and
General W.·E. Jones, in which Hunter was victoriolls. and Jones,
the rebel commander, was killed. Staunton was afterward occupied
by the Union forces.
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CONFIDENTIAL.] FLAG-SHIP N. ATLANTIC BLOCK. SQT;fADRON,
J(tmes River, June 7, 1864.

Maj. Gen.' B. F. BUTLER,
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North COiTolina:

GENERAL: I desire to keep the schooners ready for sinking when
I am advised that a controlling military necessity requires that it be
done. Judging from the tenor of a dispatch received from the
Navy Department last evening, no such precautionary measure
seems to be contemplated.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Oomdg. N. Atlantic Block: &]uadron.

FLAG-SHIP AGAWAM,
Trent's Rea~h, James Rit'er, June 7, 1864-10 p.m.

(Via Fort Monroe, Va., 5.30 p. m. 8th. Received 6 a. m. 9th.)
Han. G. WELLES,

Secretary of the Nat'y:
No change in the naval situation. This day's Richmond Exam

iner says General Grant will cross James River and operate against
Richmond on the south side.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

IN THE FIELD, June 7, 1864-2.45 p. m.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
:Major-General, Oomma·nding.

Admiral LEE,
Com1llanding, &c. :

Yout' note relating to the sinking of the obstructions is received
by hand of Captain Clarke. The necessity of holding our positions
here is an overwhelming military one. But how you are to hold
yours on the river is, of course, wholly for you to determine.

Respectfully, yours,

SPRING HILL SIONAL STATION,
June 7,1864-11.40 a. m.

GARRETT.
&rgeant, Signal Oorps.

Captain NORTON:
Three very long trains pa.~sed toward Petersburg this a. m. They

were composed almost entirely of freight cars, and from the sound
and appearance I judge they were empty.

SPRING HILL SIGNAL STATION,
June 7, 1864-1.15 p. m.

Captain NORTON:
Two trains have just passed toward Richmond. One was par

tially luaded with troops and the other entirely with freight. One
empty train just passfld toward Petersburg.

GARRETT,
Sergeant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.
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3PRING HILL SIGNAL STATION,
.June 7, 1864-4.10 p: m.

GARRETT,
Sergeant, Big'nal Corps.

SPRING HILL SIGNAL STATION.
June 7, 1864-4.50 p. m.

Captain NORTON:
A train of eight cars has just pa..'lsed toward Richmond, with two

of t.he cars loaded with troops and the rest with freight.
GARRETT,

Sergeant, Signal Corps.

Captain NORTON:
A small train has just passed toward Petersburg. It appears to

be empty.

JUNE 7, 1864.
Instructions for general officer of the day:
First. The general officer of the day will have charge of the picket

line only, and will remain upon that line for his whole tour of duty,
not leaving it without permIssion from these headquarters.

Second. All communications between our pickets and those of the
enemy will be strictly prohibited, and those violating this order
will be J>laced under arrest and sent to report at these headquarters.

Third. The general officer of the day is the only person authorized
to receive a flag of truce. Upon such being sent from the enemy's
lines, it will be stopped half way between the pickets and there met
by the officer of the day. If the object alleged shall seem to the
general officer of the day frivolous, and that the flag is merely sent
as cover for any examination of our works, he will retain the bear
ers of the flag, report the facts, and await instructions. If, on the
other hand, he should deem the occasion one in which the truce
should be granted, he will immediatflly forward to these headquar
ters the credentials presented hy the bearer, and notify him to retire
until instructiolls shall have been received. No unnecessary conver
sation will be permitted, and not more than one officer will be al
lowed to accompany the general officer of the day to meet the flag.

Fourth. A written report of any movements on the part of the
enemy will be promptly transmitted to these headquarters through
the mounted orderlies, who report to the general officer of the day'.

Fifth. In the event of an attack by the enemy, the pickets WIll
maintain their position as long as possible, retreating only when
necessary to avoid being cut off or destroyed. The retreat when
made should be conducted as slowly as is consistent with safety, so
as to give ample time for preparation to the troops within the in
trenchments. The pickets on the right and center in this case
should, if possible, retreat by the beaten roads leading to the sally'~
ports on the right and center of our lines, and thus enable the artIl
lery in the works to be used with effect on the enemy.

Sixth. At the expiration of his tour of duty, the general officer of
the day will make a written report, in which shall be included the
followmg particulars: First, the regiments on picket, and their pos!-
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tion 8n the Une; second, a detailed account of all events of military
interest occurring cluring his tour of cluty ; third, in case of any
casualties occurring a summary of such for each regiment, in which
the names of the officers shall be given.

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:
A. TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Brigadier-General TERRY,
Commanding First Division, Tenth Army Corps:

GENERAL: Major-General Gillmore wishes the brigade of Colonel
Hawley to move with 1,400 men, not less; if the command falls short
of that number the insufficiency to be supplied from the invalid
detachments under your command, or from such other source as you
deem best and proper. You will require a report to ascertain the
number, verifying the 1,400 men, independent of stretcher corps.

To move with two days' rations instead of three. .
Your friend, .

R. S. FOSTER,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

J. R. HAWLEY,
Cohmd, &c.

[Indol'gement.]

GENERAL: I figure 1,540, without stretcher corps, but I feel sure of
1,450 fighting men. I have directed each regiment to take a wagon
for reserved ammunition and forage, and the brigade wagon for for
age and rations for brigade staff. Tell me if I am wrong.

Yours, &c.,

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field; near Curti.."I', Va., June 7, 1864.

Lieut. Col. T. A. HENDERSON,
&t'enth New Hampshire 17ol.'i'., General Officer of the Day:

COLONEL: I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding, in
reply to your communication of this date. to state that the new riflp
pits will be occmpied at once, and the old line filled up. The vedettes.
however, will be kept upon the same line as before, so as to prevent
the (\llelllY from perceiving the change. I inclose code of roeket
signals.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. TERRY,

Assistant Adjut<lnt-General.

JUNE 7, 1864.
(Received 10.25 p. m.)

C. J. PAINE,
C'olanel and Aide-fie-Camp.

General H INKS:
Genera.l Butler directs that you meet him at Spring Hill to-mor

row, June B.
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PORTBIllOUTH, June 7, 1864.
Captain J OHNBTON :

CAPTAIN: Major Gates has returned from Chuckatuck with loss of
only 1 man. He captured the camps of the signal corps and scouts,
also 2 of the signal corps and 1 man who informed the enemy of
Major Gates' approach. He ascertained who captured the oyster
sloop.. I have sent to Major Gates to forward the prisoners and 1\
detailed report. .'

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. VOGDES,

Brigadier-General.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
June 8, 1864-7.40 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. G. MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac: •

GENERAL: To prepare for the withdrawal of the army from its
present position, whICh will take. place in a few days, a direct line
from the present right to left should be marked out and partially
fortified. Such a line can be occupied by the two divisions of the
Fifth Corps, now loose, and a sufficient number from other corps,
when the movement takes place, to perfectly cover such a with
drawal. General Barnard has been looking to-<1ay with the view of
locating such a line, and will direct your chief engineer in the work
to be done.

Very respectfully,

JUNE 8, 1864.
Col. E. SCHRIVER:

The commanding general directs that you at once proceed to make
an inspection of the depot at White House, Va., and report upon
the condition of the several branches of the service at the depot. A
statement showing precisely what troops are at the White House,
whether as permanent garrison or en route for this army; as also
whether the troops composing the garrison are advantageollsly
posted for the defense of the position. You will also report uI)on
the character of the field-works now being constructed at the W lite
House, and how far they are advanced toward completion. The
commanding general further directs that in your examlllation of the
hospitals you ascertain whether any stragglers find their wav down
with the sick and wounded, and should such persons be found at the
hospitals they will at once be turned over to the commander at the
White House, to be by him returned to the army.

Very respectfuUy, &c.,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Ad,jutant-General.

JUNE 8, 1864.
Statement of Mrs. Jane Bowles:
Husband's name is William Bowles. He is at home. He is forty

five years old. Exempted on account of having a large family, 8m

.:l r .J
.~-'-
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all. I have been married sixteen years; 1 small son. Live on the
Mechanicsville pike, 12 miles from Richmond, 2:t miles from Old
Church Tavern. Linney's is about 1 mile from our house. Troops
at Old Church mostly negroes. Donot know Lieutenant Henderson,
of the Confederate army; know Allen's Mill. Don't know if any U.
S. troops are there or not. Don't know Lieutenant Early (C. S.).
Have heard talk of him by our soldiers. Have heard his name-called,
that's all ; the same of Lieutenant Hendetson. Last Monday even
ing a Confellerate lieutenant and.9 cavalry (and afterward some in
fantry) were at our house duriug the firing. My husband aud
daughter saw him and talked with him. That was the last I have
seen any Confederate officer or soldiers. They asked when any of
the U. S. soldiers were here. They were soon fired on and went
away. Ou Monday my daughter (Jane S.), with a colored girl of
Mrs. Via's, weut to Old Church to get supplies. Mrs. Via's girl went
also for bread. They went at 10 a. m. aud got back about 1 p. m.
They got hard bread and coffee. The black girl's name is Harriet.
After they got back they told about the troops at Old Church. the
flags, and the intrenchments. .They said the breast-works com
menced by Mrs. Talley's and ran down in the woods. Think they
mentioned the general's name commanding; I don't remember it
now, Thev said there were pickets down there by Mrs. Talley's OIl

the road side. It was a lieutenant at our house Monday evening.
Don't know his name and had never seen him before. A black fellow
(Burrill) of Mr. Allen's went with the girls on Monday. The black
man and woman came together to my house and got my daughter to
go with them.

Statement of Jane S. E. Bowlns, fourteen years old:
Went Monday a. m. to Old Church with Mrs. Via's colored woman

and her daughter (small) and Burrill (colored) to get supplies. Saw
General Ferrero, who gave us the order. The black man aud woman
are pretty smart. Saw the troops; right smart of them. Saw ten or
twelve flags. Saw the breast-works; they run from Old Church this
way, and from Old Church to Mrs. Talley's. Saw wagons, uot many.
Don't know Lieutenant Early or Lieutenant Henderson. There was
an officer (infantry) at our house Monday evening. He came about
3 o'cloek frol1l toward the rebel lines, and after talking with me went
back. He asked me about the troops; how many I thought there
wel'e at Old Chnrch; I told him about 5,000 or 6,000. He asked me
about th£' batteries; where they were. I told him there was one
by Mr,.;. Talley's and one at Old Church. Then he asked me about
the brpast-works, I forget now what I told him, but I told him what
I had seen. He talked to me only a quarter of an hour; stopped a
little, then went bac.k the same way he came. A soldier was with
him, and 3" or 4 were a little way off at the forks of the road. It is 3
miles from our house to Old Church. My father has been in Fif
teenth Virginia Infantry and discharged.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S DEPARTliIENT,

June 8, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: I respectfully report the foregoing as the examination

of the two females sent to me. They are ignorant and simple-minded
people, and I have failed to dil:lcover the slightest evidencc of any
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GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &-c.

CIRCULAR.]

intent on their part. I think tlll'1Y had no idea thllot they were doing
any harm, and that they would have given us information about the
rebels with equal readiness had the occasion offered. Mrs. Bowles
is very far gone with child. and General Patrick approves a respect
ful recommeudation to the commanding general that they be returned
home. .

Your obedient servant,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864.

As it is important that every man of this army should be armed
and equipped, if it is possible so to provide, division commanders
will have an examination made of their field music, and to those who
are able-bodied arms will be iSRued, and those who are not will be
equiI!ped with spade or shovel. Officers who are sick should either
be With their regiments or be absent on surgeon's certificate. A
great many officers have attached themselves to the general trains
of this army on 'plea of sickness, and remained there without proper
authority. DiVision commanders will semI provost guards to tlieir
trains in the rear and bring up all those who are absent without
proper sanction. Regimental quartermasters who are acting assist
ant commissary of subsistence should be with their commands,
excepting when their trains are in motion, when they should accom
pany them. It is supposed there is an unnecessary number of em
ployps now with the trains who should be armed and equipped and
kept with the troops.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 8, 1864-8,45 a. m.

Lieutenant-Uolonel WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Corps:

COLONEL: I haye the honor to report that the right of General
Birney's line has not been advanced according to the instructions
which I understood to be given by Lieutenant-Colonel Morga.n on
the afternoon of the 6th. The left of my line has been advanced so
as to occupy high ground. It will be necessary either that General
Birney's right be correspondingly- advanced so as to connect with
my left, or else that I abandon thiS advanced position and retire to
a line which is lower than the ground in front, and which cannot be
held against any serious assault. I advanced my left in accordance
with the' general instructions that the whole line was to be thrown
forward. I respectfully ask that I be informed whether General
Birney's right is to be advanced or Colonel Miles' left retired.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

•
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G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

•

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864:-9 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I find by examination that the Matadequin does cross
the road to Old Church at the place represented on Major Duane's
map of 2 inches to the mile. This very much increases the strength
of this line for our right flank to rest upon, for from that point over
to the Pamunkey, artillery can be used to command the ground
nearly all the way.

Respectfully,

JUNE 8, 1864:.
[General G. K. WARREN:]

GENERAL: The enemy ceased shelling about 100'clock last night.
If a crossing is contemplated, there is a point on the rivel' about a
mile below this, where the ground seems firm on both banks and
cleared, and which looks to me like the point where the crossing
might be made successfully. The enemy· has earth-works and
shows camp-fires, but this remark holds good for every point along
my liue where 11 crossing can be made.

CHAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864:-7.35 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

Before preparations could be made to attack in force the position
we lost last evemng, the notification of the flag of truce from 6 to 8 •
came to hand, and after that it was too late to attack with much
chance of success. But we made preparations for this morning,
Gelleral8 Willcox and Potter putting twenty guns in position. Gen
eral Potter's being within 400 yards of their position. He also pushed
a heavy skirmish line very nearly to the top of the hill. The enemy
finding the J;>ositioll untenable, left this morning in apparent haste,
leaving the mtrenching tools. We will hold the hill ill force.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

JUNE 8, 1864:-8 a. m.
Captain LARNED:

Please send notes to Generals Willcox, Potter, and Ledlie, saying
that the attacks upon our lines may have been for the_purpose of
reconnoitering. If so, they may attack in force to-day. Please have
everybody on the alert.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864-12.30 a. m.

Maj. Gun. A. E. BURNI:HDE,
lVinih Army Corps:

GENERAL: I think it more than doubtful if I can make the assault
I contemplated with any prospect of success. The attack this after
noon seems to have been made with Early's division, of Ewell's corps.
Ther commenced fortifying the position at once, which is a natural
bastIon OIl the front. They paid no attention whatever to the flag of
truce, working hard all the time, and opening a very heavy fire on
our lines, as soon as our fire was 81ackened, from the twCl sides only
on which we can approach. The position is almost unapproachable.
I think it a good deal harder place to attack than Fort Sanders. If
Major Morton puts the guns in position and has them ready by morn
ing, in conjunction with those I am placing in position, I think we
ought entirely to control the enemy's fire. If we can find a way to
get guns to the Bosher house and out again, if necessary, I think we
could make the place untenable to the enemy, and such a route I
think can be found. There is no doubt but that there is at least one
full brigade (with one in support) strongly intrenched on the hill we
want to get.

The attack we contemplated making, unless purely a surprise and
complete stampede of the enemy, can hardly help failing, for unless
attacked in the flank or rear the place ought to be held against six: or
eight times the number of the division. They h~ve tried to advance
two or three times on my front, but withont success. I find neither
the colonel nor lieutenant-colonel with the Second Mounted Rifles,
which is mostly made up of new men and officers, about one-eighth,
as the major in command reports, being old men. It will be very
difficult to make the attack on the two roads simultaneously, as they
are quite distant by the roundabout way we have to go. On the
whole, an attack from the road on our right, I think, would promise
most favorably, but I cannot feel that there really is any prospect of
success, although it may be worth takin~ the risk, and the effect of a
repulse should be taken into consideratIOn. It will take some little
time to get ready for the attack, if ordered. .The orderly who brings
this will wait until you have something for him to bring back. The
whole of Crittenden's division should be ready to support the attack
when made, if decided on. -

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier- General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864-1.20 a. m.

General POTTER,
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL: Your note just received. I am satisfied that the attack
should not be made. Keep the regiment until morning, and we may
think of some other plan.

Very respectfully,
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
.Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864-4.10 a. m.

General POTTER, Comrlu. Second Division:
GE}lERAL: I would like very much to see one of your staff officers

who was over to the Bosher house yesterday. I believe you told me
McKibbin was there when the attack was made. Have you any re
ports from your line this morning?

Truly, yours,

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION; NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864-6.30 a. m.

General BURNSIDE:
GENERAL: The enemy have given up the position they seized last

night, and fallen back, as near as I can judge, about 400 yards to the
left. They are building new works within aOOor 400 yards of where
I put in a battery last night on my left center. I have ordered
Curtin to put his whole brigade on the hill at once and intrench him
self there. Griffin to take up the old line on his left, and I will use
the Second New York Mounted Rifles to make the right secure, or
for what other purpose seems necessary. The enemy seem to have
left suddenly, as they left the intrenching tools behind.

Your obedient servant,
ROBERT B: POTTER,

Brigadier- General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864-1 p. m.

Maj. Gen~ A. E. BURNSIDE, Ninth Army Corps:
GENERAL: Unless I have men enough to fill my line at once I

shall be driven from that hill just as certain as the enemy attack
me, and the in<lic.at.ions now are that the enemy are pre~ring to
attack my right again. I should have the Forty-ei~hth Lt"ennsyl
vania] in position in line with the rest of the diVIsion hefore half an
hour, or another regiment at least GOO strong. TIle latter I could
probably get the sooner, although I would prefer the former. The
skirmish line of the Forty-eighth connecb.; WIth Ledlie's 011 the right.
If that line (Lealie's) would extend over the ground now heid by the
Forty-eighth's skirmishers, ana a reg-iment march out of the pits on
Crittenden's left aIHl relieve t.he Forty-eighth, I might get them into
position at onrn; hut I think that unless that line on the hill is
secured b{lfoJ'tl ;l p. IJI. we will have trouble.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier- General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Woody's House, June 8, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE, Ninth Army Corps:
GENERAL: I wish some regiment could be sent to take the l?lace

of the Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers. My line is entIrely
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too weak, and unless more forc!,U~6n he JH1t tipon a. H wii~ bEl en
oangarf>d br ~ ~ti'bt1g aHabk: Thl:l POSUll)h bt th~ Fort;y-el~hth is
on~ thl1t should be held by the First Division, as it eoVl'Jt~ h~nrl1.
the whole of the left an~ center of that line. I have put the Secou(l
Mounted Rifles in line, but even with them 1 have not enough force
to fill my single lin~, and if I am to trust any artillery on that hill
the line certainly ought to be strong enough to huld until I cBn get
it out. At present I am not will.ing to trust any guns there, although
I. think.it would b'l Q grea.t ~elipr to the whole line, I reapy t~tink
my divll~ion bught to be reheved, but I do not feel like asklD~ fo~ it
witho11t aeeing vo11. Some of my men have been on the skIrmIsh
line forty-eight hours without being relieved, and my whole force
has been at work all night every night since they have been here,
8nd are getting used up. If the First Division would relieve the
Forty-eighth Peunsylvania. Volunteers and connect with my skir
mishers to the left of the Bosher house, it would not give them any
more duty, and would considerably relieve me. At present mos~ of
their force on outpost duty is useless picketing the rear of my hne.
I inclose a memoranda* found 011 the field near the right of my line
vacated by the enemy. I believe an officer of the cavalry took a
copy of it and proposed to arrest the party, which evidl;lntlyought
to be done at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General.

I have put three guns in position near the- left of my line, within
about 400 yards of the enemy's work, which I think will bother them
a good deal if they try to advance there. I have sh.(;ll~req them
pretty well.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864-5 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Ninih Army Corps:

<!ENERAL: I did not receive Major Cutting's note of 2.30 p. m.,
owmg to my A.1;>sence OIl the picket-line, from which I have just
returned. My hne extends from a short dIstance north of Widow
Thompson's to a branch of the Matade<luill (which rises near Be
thesda Church and runs along the line formerly held by the Fifth
Corps), where the right rests on the creek and swamp west by south
west of Bosher's. The whole line is thoroughly llltrenched, and
rather ~oro than three-fifths of a mile in length.. I will send you a.
pl?t of It as soon as completed. I placed Colonel Peirce with his
bngade.(who re~~ts but 5~0 ~uskets) in t~e position held by the
Forty-eighth, hiS hne of skIrmIshers extendmg from the north side
of the ?ranch of th~ Matadequin on the left .of Bos~er's to a point,
where It connects WIth the pIckets of the FIrst BrIgade (Ledlie's)
First Division, my object being to get my own command together'
and get Colonel Peirce on the line of his own division, so that h~
could report to his own division commander, with whose troops he is.
only in c~nnection. The picket-line which Peirce holds is a very
good and Important one, ::md the point where his main force is has
~een=thoroughlyintrenched by the F?rty-eighth, and is very strong.

*800 p.668.

l ..:~..
-~-
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
J1£ne 8, 1864-6 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
White House, June 8, 1864.

I shall have all my guns ill position by dark. I think I have a po
sition that can't be taken 01' turned unless the other divisions gIve
way, and which I don't much think will be attacked. I am going
to burn a house near my right about dusk, which is too far out for
my pickets to hold, and from which they anl10y us much.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-Gene·ral.

General POTTER,
Commanding Second Division:

The general commanding desires me to acknowledge the receipt
of your note, and to say that your action in burning the house is
approved, and that he is well pleased with your arrangements.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. R. LARNED,

Captain and Assistant A(ijutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864:-1.30 p. m.

General WILLCOX,
Commanding Third Division:

The general commanding directs that if your guns are not already
ill position to render assistance to the line in case of attack, that
they be placed in position at once. The indications are that the line
may be attacked this afternoon.

By command of Major-General Burnside:
D. R. LARNED,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
White House, Va., June 8, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Ad}l~tant-General,Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I find the First Rhode Island Cavalry here, belonging
to the Second Division. General Abercrombie claims it as a part
of his command. If there are no orders from you assigning it"him,
should it not be sent to the front? Tho regiment is mounted, and
numbers about 350.

C. KINGSBURY, JR.,
A3sistant Adjutant-General.

Brig. Gen. SETH WILLIAMS:
GENERAL: The directions of General Meade in yours of the 7th

have already been complied with. The provisional provost guard
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from the Veteran Reserve Corps, under Capt. P. W. Stanho'pe,
Twelfth U. S. Infantry, has been very effective both in securlllg
stragglers and guarding J!risoners. Stragglers-enlisted men, and
officers, the latter with theIr buttons and straps cut from their coats,
per order to me from Lieutenant-General Grant-have been sent to
you guarded. I am unable to make you a full return of stra~glers,
as Captain Hoysredt, one of General Patrick's staff, has failed to
report me the number of men he has secured. Re-enforcements are
sent you twice a day, guarding trains, as per General Grant's orders,
which say, "When it is practicable, send re-enforcements along to
guard the trains," which start from here at 5 a. m. and 4 p. m. Old
troops are ordered forward first. The raw troops (some of them
are 1oo-days' militia) come to me wholly untrained in the manual of
arms, and should have at least forty-eight hours for drill.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,.
Brigadier-General...

HEADQUARTERS,
White House, Va., Jttne 8, 1864.

General M. R. PATRICK,
Provost-Marshal-Generol, Army of the Potomac, Cold Harbor:

My DEAR GENERAL: I must commence by saying you know me
too well to suppose for a moment that I would throw any obstacle
in the way of anr officer of your department while in the execution
of his duty. Al I desire is to know the nature and exwnt of their
authority, and every facility will be afforded him to carry it out.
Captain Hoysredt says he !Jas no written instructions, but informs
me his special duty here is to prevent all persons from going to the
front or leaving for Washington or elsewhere without proper au
thority, and presumes to decide what constitutes the proper author
ity, it seems, without reference to yourself or anybody else. For
instance, a number of discharged men have been sent from here
with the necessary papers showing the fact, whom I have directed
the quartermaster to furnish transportation with papers vised by
the provost-marshal. I understand he objects to their being shipped.
If he is ri~ht, I have nothing more to say otherwise, as I have certain
duties assigned to me by the War Department and General-in-Chief.

I am not disposed to allow any subordinate within the limits of
my command to place his own constructions upon the intentions and
extent of his authority, unless clearly defined by yourself. In order
to be prepared for the transportation of the sick, wounded, and pris
oners, it IS necessary to watch the opportunities for embarking con
demned horses and discharged men, so as to prevent an undue cul
lection here, which is always embarrassing, slioving obstacles in the
way of their embarkation, only retarding operations here. I am
instructed by the general commanding to report all stragglers from
the army. All that have been apprehended by the post provost
marshal can be reported. Captain Hoysredt, considering himself
entirely independent from my authority here, has failed to report
those taken up by himself, which renders it impracticable for me to
comply with the instructions I have received.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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NAVY-YARD, \VARHINGTON,
June 8, 1864-9.10 a. ill.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 8, 1864. (Received 1.15 p. m.)

WAR DEPARTMENT,
June 8, 1864--3.45 p. m.

FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM,
Commanding Enginee'rs:

The New York bridge sent to Bermuda Hundred, consisting of 33
pontoons, 1,000 chesses, (j trestles, 420 common balks, 170 claw
balks, and other material for bridges of 1,300 feet. The remainder,
27 boats and 300 chesses, were ordered stopped in transit, and have
probably gone up the James River.

WM. H. PETTEH,
Colonel Fiftieth New York Vols., Comdg. Engineer Depot.

Hon. E. M. STANTON:
All quiet on my lines. Richmond papers of June 7 give intelli

gence of a fight at Mount Crawford between General Hunter and
General Jones. in ~hich Hunter was victorious, and Jones, rebel
commander, was killed. Staunton was afterward occupied by the
Union forces. Fighting was on Sunday.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General BUTLER,
Bermuda Hundred:

Please accept my thanks for your telegram of this morning con
taining the agreeable news of the battle at Mount Crawford. No
Richmollu papers have been received by t.he Department for the last
ten days. It would be a favor if you will forward the dates from
the 27th of May, if possible, or at least the latest dates. Major Mul
ford has entirely ne~lected his instructions on this point. I would
be glad to have a daily report from you. Mr. Lincoln was renomi
nated this morning, and Andrew Johnson. Vice-President.

EDWIN M. STANTONJ..r
Secretary of war.

BERMUDA, June 8, 1864. ,
General' BUTLER:

The Johnson left here in seNlOn to get to the dock on the Appo
mattox at 8 this morning, and must have been delayed by sometlnug
beyond my control. I ga\Te the order to Captain Dodge last night,
and. went personally myself this a. m. to be sure that she started in
seu.son. The pontoon bridge may have delayed her, or our watches
must be wide apart. I will come right out unless you telegraph me
to the contrary after this explanation.
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SPRING HILL SIGNAL STATION,
June 8,1864-1.20 p. m.

Captain NORTON:
Two large freight trains have jnst passed toward Richmond, and

one empty train toward Petersbu.rg.
GARRETT,

Sergeant, Signal Curps.

SPRING HILL SIGNAL STATION,
June 8, 1864-3.50 p. m.

Captain NORTON:
The working party of rebels is not directly between my !:!tation

and the railroad statIOn, but off a little to the left. The number is
about 25, and they are dressed in a variety of colors.

GARRETT,
Sergeant, Signal Corps.

SPRING HILL SIGNAL STATION,
June 8, 1864-4.10 p. m.

Captain NORTON:
A train of six cars has just passed toward Richmond, partly loaded

with troops.
GARRETT,

Sergeant, Signal Curps.

JUNE 8, 1864.
General BUTLER:

I have made the necessary preparation!:! for placing a battery in
advance of Spring Hill, and came down to see you about it. The
force to cover batter? until completed will have to be pretty strong,
or we may lose it. will await your orders at my headquarters.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864-5 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
I take three regiments from Terry and one from Turner, making

1,800 men in all. I had better take a battery, had I not? I have
sent for General Kautz, to confer with him before I call again to see
you.

JUNE 8, 1864-5.15 p. m.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

General GILLMORE:
I should say take two sections of a battery. Hinks will ta~~ a

section of his. This is not to be artillery work, but a quick, declsive
push.

4(j a a-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, June 8, 1864-10 p. m.

Brigadier-General TERRY,
Commanding First Division:

You will direct Colonel Hawley with his brigade to move at once
acruss the Appomattox, b~' way of the pontoon bridge near General
Butler's headquarters, calling there for a guide. Upon reaching the
high ground on the other side of the Appomattox, Colonel Hawley 
will assume commanrl of the Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers and the
artillery under Lieutenant Sanger, First Artillery, and there await
orders. The command should move without noise.

By order of Major-General Gillmore: .
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

A. TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., June 8, 1864-.

Col. A. C. VORIS,
General Officer of the Day:

The brigadier-general commanding direct.s that, in the event of
firing bein~ heard beyond t.he Appomattox to-morrow morning, and
as soon as It occurs, you make such demonstration along the picket
line as shall give the enemy the impression that an attack on their
line is intended. You will not, however, assault their rifle-pits.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., June 8, 1864.

Major TRUMBULL,
First Connecticut Artillery:

The brigadier-general commanding directs that, in the event of
firing being heard beyond the Appomattox to-morrow morning, you
immediately open upon the enemy's works with artillery under your
command.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., June 8, 1864.

Col. J. R. HA.WLEY,
Commanding Second Brigade:

One of Colonel Plaisted's regiments has been ordered to report to
you as garrison for your part of the intrenchments during your
absence. It will probably be the One-hundredth New York Volun
teers. Tell Rodman what position they had best occupy in case you
are obliged to depart before their arrival. General Terry directs it.

:ij.espectfully, &c.,
A. TERRY,

Assistant Aqjutant-General.
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HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., June 8, 1864-10.20 p. m.

A. TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel HAWLEY,
Commanding Second Brigade:

You will move at once with your brigade across the Appomattox,
by way of the pontoon bridKe near General Butler's headquarters
calling there for a guide. Upon reaching the high ground on the
other side of the Appomattox, you will assume command of the Sixty
second Ohio Volunteers and the artillery under Lieutenant Sanger,
First U. S. Artillery, and there await orders. The command should
move without noise. If you are ignorant of the road to General
Butler's headquarters, the bearer will guide you. .

By order of Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry:

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, near Curtis', Va., June 8, 1864.

Col. H. M. PLAISTED,
Ele'lJenth lrlaine Vols., Comdg. Third Brigade:

COLONEL: I am directed hy the brigadier-general commanding to
request that you send immediately one of the two remaining regi
'Inents of your command to repOl't to Col. J. R. Hawley, command
ing Second Brigade, for the purpose of holding the intrenchmonts
in his front durlllg the absence of his brigade.

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. TERR ,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

JUNE 8, 1864-3 p. m.
General RINKS:

Inclosed you will find your map. * I believe it to be correct. You
will get all ready to move so as to strike the enemy at daylight.
General Gillmore will be over with a brigade during the night.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Majo'I'-General, Commanding.

JUNE 8, 1864. (Received 11 p. m.)
General HINKS:

General ButlC'l' directs me to say that General Gillmore, with his
column, will ,be at the pontoon brIdge between 11 and ]2 o'clock to
night. He directs that you have a staff officer at the bridge to guido
the troops tQ the Jordan's Point road, to a good place to rest within
the pi(lkets. Also that you meet General Gillmore for consultation
at the bridge at midnight. Please acknowledge receipt.

C. J. PAINE,
Colonel and Acting Chief of Slo.ff.

*Not found•

..;...-
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C. J. PAINE,
Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, June 8, 1864.

Oolonel DUNCAN:
COLONEL: General Butler directs that you havo your command

in readiness to march this p. m. at dark, with one day's rations and
60 rounds of e.mmunition.

Very respectfully,

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, June 8, 1864.

General KAUTZ,
Commanding, &c.:

GENERAL: I am directed by the commanding general to say that
the movement of which he spoke to you will be made, and that you
will make preparations accordingly. The general also wishes to see

.you before it IS made.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. J. PAINE,
Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

M. J. ASCH,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS KAUTZ'S DIVISION,
In the Field, near Point of Rocks, Va., June 8, 1864.

Col. S. P. SPEAR,
Commanding Second Brigade:

Order of march: The Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry will move
between the hours of 11 and 12 p. m. from camp and cross the Appo
mattox on the pontoon bridge, followed by Lieutenant Morton's
section of artillery and the howitzers. The Fifth Pennsylvania
Cavalry will move immediately afterward, followed by the detach
ment from the First District of Columbia Cavalry.

By command of Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz:

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY BRIGADE,
In the Field, June 8, 1864.

Col. R. M. WEST,
Fifth Pennsyl1'ania Cat'alry:

COLONEL: The colonel commanding directs that you hold your
command in readiness to move at 12 o'clock to-nigllt. Three days'
rations in the haversack and 20 quarts of oats on the horse will be
supplied each man. No vehicles of any description will be allowed
excepting ambulances.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
J. FRANK CUMMINGS,

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Ad;jufant-General.
(Same to Lieut. Col. Georgo Stetzel, commanding Eleventh Penn

sylvania Cavalry.)

-~
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JUNE 9, 1864.

FLAG-SHIP AUA W AM, Ju ne R. 1864.
(Received 2.ao a. m. 10th.)

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the NamJ:

Can the Department dispatch several gun-boats from the Potomac
to the York River, to answer calls from that quu,rter? No change in
the naval situation here.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. ARMIES,
Cold Harbor, Va., June 9, 186-1':'-7.30 a. m.

(Received 3 a. m. 10th.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,

Chief of Staff:
All re-enforcements sent hereafter please send to City Point.

. U. S. GRANT,
. Lieutenant-General.

WASHINGTON, June 9, 1864-3.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT,

In the Field:
General Meade has asked for twenty-two Coehorn mortars. This

requisition cannot be filled without taking a part of those on trans
ports for Colonel Abbot, as ordered by you. Shall these be taken
and sent to General Meade?

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 9, 1864-7.30 p. m. (Received 10th.)

Lieutenant-General GRANT: •
Will start back early in the mornin~. General Gillmore with

2,000 men started to-day to demonstrll,te on Petersburg, while Kautz
with 1,500 cavalry was to go around, enter Petersburg, if practicable,
and destroy railroad bridge, and to go south on the railroad. Gill
more reconnoitered the enemy's works and has returned, finding
them strong. Kautz has not yet been heard from.

C. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant-Colonel (£1ld Aicle-df'-C'amp.

Lieut. Col. T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

I have the honor herewith to tranHmit certain communications rec
ommending Col. George H. Chapman, Third Indiana Cavalry, Col.
J. B. McIntosh, Third Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. D. D. Bidwell,
Forty-ninth New York Volunteers, Col. O. Edwards, Thirty-seventh
Massachusetts Volunteers, Capt. F. Winthrop, Twelfth U. S. Infan
try, Col. J. L. Chamberlain, Twent ieth Maine Volunteers, Col. E. S.
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Bragg, Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers, Col. J. W. Hofmann, ~'ifty-sixth

Pennsylvania Volunteers, for the appointment of brigadier-generals.
I make no special recommendations in these cases as I have not boon
callel] upon for recommendations, and as I am not aware wha.t vacan
cies exist at the present time in the grade of brigadier-general, and
how many of such va.cancies, if any, it is proposed to fill from the
Army of the Potomac. I would respectfully recommend, however.
that when the number of such appointments allotted to the Army.of
the Potomac has been determined upon, the appointments be con
ferred upon the most meritorious of the officers whose names have
been or lllay be presented for advancement, as shown by the record
of thoir services and the testimonials of their commanders, without
regard to other considerations. It is propel' to add that Qo1. George
H. Chapman, Third Indiana Cavalry, and J. B. McIntosh. Third
Pennsylvania Cavalry, have heretofore been recommended to the
War Department for the appointment of brigadier-general.

Very respectfully, &c.,
GEO. G. MEADE,

lIfa,jor-General, Comma'tlding.

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, SIGNAL DEPT.,
June l:l, 186-1.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
CMef of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the officers of this
department not serving with army corps are occupying ·such sta
tions of observations as this level country affords-mostly ill tree
tops. The south or west bank of the Chickahominy has been kept
under close surveillance during the past three or foul' days. There
have been no changes of any moment visible. No movenwut of
troops, and little work done upon their intrenchments by the enpmy
along the river bank. These observations extend to below Bottom's
Bridge, and at every open point their eal'th-works (very ordinary
ones) are seen. 1~he guns at the seveml points are: Three bearing
upon Bottom's Bridge, four in vicinity of railroad bridge, one or two
at an old ford abovo railroad bridge, and three east of the Dudley
house. Few men are visible, and but little smoke and dust. Eight
or ten wagons were seon moving during the day. Not all in one
train or place, but scattered.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Captain and Chief Signal Office?', Army of the Potonure.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 31. Near Cold Harbor, Va., June 9, 1864.

While the Army of the Potomac continues to operate separate and
independent of other armies, Brig. Gen. J. G. Barnard, chief engineer
of the armies in the field, will report to and receive orders from
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, commanding same.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
- T. S. BOWERS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.



CHAP. XLYln.j COHRESPONDENCE, ETC.-UNION. '711

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
No. 157. f June 9, 1864.

1. Two days' subsistence will be drawn from the trains and issued
to the troops to-day, which will give four days' rations on the per
sons of the men from to-morrow monling. The wagons thus emptied
will be sent to the White House for additional supplies, accompanied
by the proper officers of the subsistence department, to draw the
stores.

* * • • • III •

5. All letters that may have been sent to this army for officers and
soldiers who have been killed or are now absent on account of
wounds or sickness, and which have not otherwise been disposed of,
will be sent to the post-office at Washington, and the letters so re
turned will have an indorsement stating, so far as practicable, whether
the persons to whom they are addressed have been killed or are
absent by reason of wounds or sickness.

G. No communication will be had with the enemy unleS8 especially
authorized from these or superior headquarters, or exel'pt so far as
may be necessary to properly receive a flag of truce coming from the
fJnemy's lines. All other communication is strictly prohibited,
whether by means of conversation. signals, or otherwise, or by inter
change of newspa:pers or commodities. Corps commandf>rK will see
that the unauthorIzed intercoursf' with the elH'my. which it is known
has from time to time taken place, notwithstanding the reiterated
orders upon the su!>ject, is no longer tolerated.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant AdJutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 9, 1864-11.t5 a. m.

General WILLIAMS:
I have Bent to headquarters a rebel deserter from Hill's corps, who

came in thi8 morning. He says there are two bridges across the
Chickahominy-one at Turkey Hill and one above. He came over
one of them, a timber bridge, when he came to this place.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH BRIGADE,
June 9, 1864-7.20 p. m.

Maj. JOHN HANCOCK,
Assistant Adjutant-Geneml :

MAJOR: The officer in charge of the forces in our advanced work
on the hill report.s a column of the enemy moving to our left-the
enemy's right. He has observed it for half an haul', but canllot
hold his head up long enougt to determine whether there is artillery
with the column.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES A. BEAVER,

Colo'f1.el, Commanding Brigade.
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[First indon<effiPnt.l

HEADQUAlITERS FIRST DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 9, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general
commanding. .

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

[Second Indorsement.}

Respectfully forwarded.
Colonel Beaver is at the salieut b~ the McGee house..

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

SECOND CORPS,
June 9, 1864-8.15 p. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
For half an hour before dark a column of the enemy was seen

moving to the right. This was seen from in front of the McGee
house.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Majm·-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 9, 1864-8.25 p. m.

Major-Genf'ral HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

Your dispatch of 8.15 p. m. is received. Was the enemy seen
moving to their right or to our right?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

SECOND CORPS,
June 9, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
To our right, I understood. I sent the original communication by

an orderly to General Williams, whieh, I think, will explain. If not,
let me know.

WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 9, 1864.

Brigadier-General BARLOW,
Commanding First Division:

GENERAL: Tho major-general commanding directs me to say to
you that the information of the movements of the enemy communi-

~ I

... ,·1
_... -- III
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S. WILLIAMS.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

cateu hy Colonel Beaver was much more complete alll1 satisfactory
than most of the reports of this nature that reach hilU. awl he de
sires you to express to Colonel Beaver his gratifications.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenmnt-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

JUNE 9, 1864.
Maj. Gen. JOHN GmBON,

Commanding Division, Second Army Cm-ps:
.I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the charges* prepared

by you against Brigadier-General Owen, and to say that the same
will be brought to trial as soon as the state of the service will per
mit. At the present moment, however, it is not practicable to
assemble a suitable court in the case.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 9, 1864-10.45 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: A column of the enemy was seen about sundown pass
ing toward your front from the direction of General Barlow's com
mand. It is not known whether they massed in your front or passed
on. The major-general commanding sends you this information
that you may be prepared for any possible demonstration against
your command in the morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 9, 1864.

General MEADE:
DEAR GENERAL: After fully studying the matter over to myself,

I venture to suggest to you that it would be b9st to allow Captain
Mackenzie to be made colonel of the re~iment.t I won't weary you'
by going over all the reasons I have for saying so, but will limit
myself to f'll\ying that as he remains with us his efficiency as an
engineer alone will be greatly increased; and, if necessary, you can
t<\ke him from his regiment with his rank and put him on engineer
duty alone. As a comparison of the benefit of this thing I mention
my position and Tyler's at Yorktown and Abbot's just now.
Besides Mackenzie is a gem of a man. I know him well, because
I taught him mathematics for two years. Saving that he is young

• SE>e Part 1. p. 43!i.
t Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery.



714 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C.

·-.,_.. -!""-·-;;.....M~~....----
.. ... ,

[CHAr. XLVllI.

P. M. LYDIG,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

and inexperienced, there is not a better man in all my acquaintance
than he. I say nothing about his own personal advancement,
because I know you appreciate that as much as anyone can. Gen
eral WI:ight will, I have no doubt, consider him as his share of en
gineer detail to his corps, if but one is allowed. I will agree to do
my share without anyone, so that Gillespie, who has been assigned
to me, can be sent elsewhere. I am so prejudiced, it may be, in mr
opinion that I would let every engineer officer we have take a regt
ment in the army, if he can get the commission.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 9, 1864-9 a. m. (Received 9.20 a. m.)

General HUMPHREYS, .
Chief of Staff:

There is nothing of interest to report from my front this morning.
Working parties were engaged during the night in strengthening
our works, and the enemy was similarly employed. Considerable
firing on these parties durmg the night from both sides.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 9, 1864.

General BURNSIDE:
General Willcox reports the ordinary amount of picket-firing iu his

front. General Potter reports a slight increase in the picket-firing,
owing to the enemy's desire to trouble his working parties. A.ll
quiet in front of First Division.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 9, 1864-8.45 a. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
All is quiet in my front.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General.

S. WILLIAMS.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 9, 1864-9 a. m.

Ma-j. Gen. W. F. SMITH.
The commanding general desires to have. as soon as practicable,

the number of wounded recovered and dead buried in front of your
lines during the armistice of the evening of the 7th instant, and also
whether any of the enemy's wounded were brought in or dead buried
at the time by your command.
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JUNE 9, 1864.

WM. F. SMITH,'
Major-General.

General S. WILLIAMS:
Sixty-nine of our dead f(lund aJld buried. No rebels. Some of our

dead had been buried on previous night by our men at risk of their
lives. Some of our dead were partially stripped, and no evidence to
shuw that rebels had any.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, June !l, 1864-10.05 a. m.

Major-Genoml SMITH.
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps:

General Weitzel showed me your tele~ram in relation to forward
ing your suggestions in regard to negTo troops. My reasons for not
forwardin~them sooner are. that I had a conversation on the subject
with the lIeutenant-general. in which your reClommendations were
substantially to be carried uut. as a portion of them have already
been. The colored battery has been withdrawn from the front and
sent for drill to Portsmoutht in order that the experiment of using
negroes for artillery may be tested fully. A very competent briga
dier-Keneral for those troops under your command has been ap
pointed, and they will be at once reorganized, and I doubt not the
lieutenant-general will attach to our commaIlll the negro troops
noW in General Burnsitle's corps. The tlelay has also been rendered
neces8ary by the expected arnvalof other JlehYI'O troops in this de
partment. I beg leave to assure you that it was from no disrespect
to your suggestions, as they are valuable, but from a belief that the
interests of the service required a little delay, that they have not
been forwa.rded. After recei\'in~this, if you prefer, you are at lib
erty to forward them directly, wlth a copy of this note.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 9, 1864.

Brig. Gen. JOHN A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff, Hdqrs. Armies of the United States

(Through Headquarters Army of the Potomac) :
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward to you a list· of the staff

now serving with me at these headquarters. I would respectfully
state that, the corps .staff, excepting the assistant adjutant-general,
who has never been appointed, are now with General Butler, com
manding Department of Virginia and North Carolina. I find it
imposRible to detail officers of my command, thA officers most suit
nhlp to fill Rtaff appointments, on account of the fearful loss of field
officers from the late engagements. I started from General Butler's
command with five brigadps of this corps and four of the Tenth
Corps. I have since consolidated the whole into three divisions C?f
the Eighteenth Corps. I respectfully ask that the status of th18

*Not found.



7]6 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND ~ N. O.

~~!

• ~.4" or

[CRAP. xr.VID.

command he settlell now. :-1.1](1 that I be allowed either to appoint or
send forward nltnlOS to fill tltA corps staff, or that the Hames I may
send in may he details(} tmnpomrily with me.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. F. SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding.

ORDERS.] HDQRS. CAV. CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 9, 1864.

The Cavalry Corps will march at "I a. m. to-day to Dunkirk. The
following will be the order of march, viz: First, First Division,
Brigadier-General Torbert; second, pontoon train; third, Second
Division, Brigadier-General Gregg. Brigadier-General Gregg will
detail one regiment as rear guard of the column. .

By command of Major-General Sheridan:
JAS. W. FORSYTH,

Lieuf.enunt-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., THIRD DIV., CAVALRY CORPS,
June 9, 1864.

Capt. L. SIEBERT,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Cavalry Division:

CAPTAIN: I have the hOllor to report everything guiet on my line.
The officer in front of Bottom's Bridge reports that the enemy's
bugles sounded in the night, and the movement of wheels from
their right to left could be heard for several hours afterward. I
have moved my command some 3 miles farther down the river into
a clean locality, and have established pickets as far as Jones'Bridge,
about 9 miles from here. A party crossed the river at Jones' Bridge
yesterday, and to the high land beyond, and saw no indications of
the presence of the enemy in that vicinity. I should state that there
is no apparent change i~ the enemy's pickets at Bottom's Bridge.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. CHAPMAN,

Colonel, C<nmnanding Brigade.

HEADQ"DARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Near Cold HarbtJ-r, Va., June 9, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Comma.nding lJ. S. Forces, JVhife House, Va.:

GENERAL: Direct all organized troops arriving at the White
House from and after to-day to proceed, without debarking from
transports they may be in, to City Point or Bermuda Hundred, and
there report to Major-General Butll:lr, commanding.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General mu.l Chief of Staff.

\
I'
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J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Cornmanding.

HEADQUARTERS
White Hot/,!~e, Va., June 9. i864.

Lieutenant-General GRANT, Comely. Pcyrces, U. S. Army:
GENERAL: Yours of this date in relation to debarkation of organ

ized troops is received. I have three regiments here of 100-days'
militia from Ohio. They arrived here before receipt of your letter.
Shall I send them by water? These regiments were landed here
before receipt of your order. The engineer constructor, Major
Wentz, informs me the road cannot be taken up and shipped before
Sunday a. m., June 12. The medical director says all the sick can
be got away in twenty-four hours.

I am, respectfully,

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
Jllne 9, 1864-7 p. m. (Received 2.15 p. m. 10th.)

Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War:
Your dispatch receiveu. Permit me to congratulate the President

upon his renomination. I trust it will give quiet to the country and
strength to the cause. I certainly will send telegraphic communica
tions when I have anything to communicate that will be of the
slightest interest. Everything has been quiet on my lines up to to
day. Last night 1 sent a force with Generals Gillmore and Hinks to
make a demonstration on Petersburg on the one side, while General
Kautz, with his cavalry, should attempt to get in on the other. The
infantry was under the command of General Gillmore, who has re
turned, having failed to force the fortifications, but having met with
no consiuerable loss. General Kautz is still out, with orders to cut
the 'weldon and Petersburg Railroad once more. He has 1,400 well
mounted men with him. I would be very glad to forward the Rich
mond papers, but I only get mine through my pickets. Communi
cation through flag of truce is cut off-first, because of a communi
cation by myself to Commissioner Ould making inquiry whether
negro soldiers would be treated as prisoners of war if captured;
secondly, sending up for wounded prisoners, which they refused to
deliver, I having refused to deliver well ones until that question is
definitely settled This was in obedience with my instructions from
the lieutenant-general. Major Mulford, you will see, therefore, is not
ill fault. He and his boat are engaged in conveying wounded soldiers
and prisoners to hospitals. Whenever there is anything of interest
in the Richmond papers I will8~e that it is communicated by tele-
graph. Hunter's fight was on Sunday. .

B. F. BUTLER,
Jfajor- General, CC)1mnanding.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 9, 1804-5 a. m. (Received 10.55 a. m.)

General BENHAM:
Colonel Comstock, of General Grant's staff, is here, and from the

information he brings, although no orders to that effect, I believe
you would do well to come up here at once.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General, Commanding.
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FORT MONROE, June 9, 1864.

FORT MONROE, June 9, 1864.

SIGNAL TOWER,
Cobb's Hia, June 9, 1864-4.30 p. m.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
MaJor- General.

Generai BUTLER:
Yours of 5 a. m. just received, ·and as the boat was leaving I went

down at once, to direct one of my staff officers to explain verbally
and fully my situation here, as he may reach you before this does.
The orders of General Meade are so distinct for me to remain here
with my special material until his further orders, or those of General
Grant, should the presence of myself, men, and material be neces
8ary with you, would not this be safely accomplished for me by an
order of Colonel Comstock, now with you, given in the name of
General Grant?

H. W. BENHAM.

General BUTLER:
A rumor has just reached me, which may however not be true,

~hat you have many ,essels up there loaded with stone, ready to sink
1ll the channel, I suppose, to prevent the coming down of the rebel
vessels; for if true and this is not alrewly arranged, allow me to sug
gest that these vessell'! should, if possible, all be connected together
by two 01' three heavy chain cables between each to complete the ob
struction, such cables I presume being easily obtained at the Norfolk
navy-yard.

H. W. BENHAM.

Captain NORTON:
The following is the result of my observations for the last half

hour:
Saw a squadron of cavalry in outskirts of Petersburg on the left;

saw eight heavy siege guns cross the turnpike at the railroad sta
tion going toward Richmond; also two trains of cars going same
way;' one of twelve and the other of thirteen cars. The former con
tained about five companies of troops; all the remainder freight.
Petersburg certainly appears evacuated.

. D. L. CRAFT,
Second Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

HEADQUARTERS,
Broadway, June 9, 1864--3.40 a. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
My command has just crossed the river; some of it has been

delayed by losing the road. I have no doubt that the enemy are
fully apI>rised of our movement by the noise of the bridge. It is
not muffled at all, and the crossing of the cavalry can be heard for
miles.

Yours,

_.~
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Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
Copsa's, Va., .June 9, 18ti4-5.aO a. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
Colonel Hawley will approach Petersburg by the Cit.y Point road,

General Hinks on the Jordan's Point road. General Kautz is well in
advance, with direct.ions to approach au· the Jeruf;alem road. I rec
ommend that the pickets of the Sprinf? Hill garrison bfl increased
and thrown forward beyond Rushmore s as a demonstration.

Respectfully, &c.,

Q. A. GILLMORE.
Majol'- General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Elwk .Jordan's, .June 9, 1864--12.30 p. m.

Major-General BUTLER:
I found the enemy prepared for me, to all appearances. A pris

uner says our movement was known at 1 this morning, and that
re-t:luforcements arrived by railroad. General Hinks, on the Jordan's
Point road, says he cannot carry the work in his front, and that since
he arrived there at 7 a. m. two more regiments have been added to
the intrenchments, coming from the city. In Hawley's front the
works are as strong, I should think, as our own 011 tprry's front.
In my opinion, they cannot be carried by the force I have. Distant
firing on my extreme left has been heard for the last hour and a half.
I, therefore, judge that Kautz finds himself op(losed. I am about to
withdraw from under fire in the hopes of hearmg from him.

Very respectfully, &c.,

JUNE 9, 1864--2.20 p. m.
General GILLMORE:

Your dispatch of 12.30 received. I grieve for the delay in getting
off the expedition this morning. I hope Kautz has been more suc
cessful in getting in. You do not speak of any loss. I send you a
note· from Surgeon Mcqormick, which please presprve. Not on
the ground, I cannot adVIse. No troops have passed over railroad
or tUl'1!pike since 6 o'clock this morning.

Yours,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-Genera?, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
Near Baylor's Saw-MiU, .June 9, 1864.

Major-General BUTLER:
General Rinks, who was on the left, says the last firin~ from Gen

eral Kautz was heard at 12 o'clock, apparently just where it com
menced. After waitin~under the intrenchments until about 1 o'clock
to hear further from hIm I gradually withdrew to Baylor's, and then

*Not found.
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JUNE 9, 1864-8.25 p. m.

GILLMORE'S,
June 9, 1864-9 p. m.

waited until 3.30 o'clock. Both General Hinks and myself think
Kautz has gone to cut the railroad; that was understood to be his
intention. As I was directed to return to-night, I do not feel justified
in delaying here any longer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. Q. A. GILLMORE,

Major-General.

General GILLMORE:
I have ordered your escort back. General Kautz is at my quar

ters, having come from the inner line of intrenchments of Peters
burg, having carried the outer and only line of intrenchments.

B. F. BUTLER,
Mqjor-Genm'aJ" Commanding.

Major-General BUTLER:
It seems very strange that General Kautz did not communicate

with me at all, knowing as he did that my command was in two
parts, beyond supporting distance of each other, and that circum
stances might render it necessary to draw them back and get them
together, as was the case. It was not until after 3.15 that my com
mand was more than twenty minutes' march from the intrenchments,
waiting there to hear from General Kautz.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, June 9, 1864-1.25 a. Ill.

Colonel ABBOT,
Oh'ief of Artillery:

Major-General Butler desires that you have the 20-pounders open
from Spring Hill upon the railroad as soon as firing commences to
ward Petersburg. They should be in position by sunrise. Send to
General Butler for any orders he may have on the subject.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General, Oommand~·ng.

HEADQUARTERS SIEGE ARTILLERY,
June "9, 1864.

Capt. ALFRED MORDECAI,
Ohief Ordnance Officer, Dept. of Va. and N. O. :

CAPTAIN: I wish to officially state that the percussion shells fur
nished for my 30-pounder Parrott guns are unfit for service. They
consist of the old banded Schenkl projectile, which only exception
ally can be made to take the grooves (whether the metallic cover be
removed or not) from a Parrott rifled gun. They were condemned
more than a year ago, and a careful trial here satisfies me that this
was proper. Several days ago I made a requisition for the proper
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Parrott percussion, but the supply forwarded consists of the
Schenkl or Hotchkiss, neither fit for my guns. If I am to use my
guns upon the rebel fleet? I must have the proper percussion shells
to be able to produce satlsfa<.:tory results.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY L. ABBOT,

Col. 1st Conn. Artillery, and Chief of Artillery for Defenses.

JUNE 9, l'OM.
Major~General BUTLER:

The enemy replr. slowly. I have slackened our own fire and pro
pose to make it still slower. I do not think it best to cease entirely
yet. The enemy's fire is from their three or four guns in our front
and one or two at Howlett's.

Detained by break in wire.

A. H. TERRY,
Brigadier-General.

PORTSMOUTH, June 9, 1864.
Captain JOHNSTON,

Assistant A.djutant-General:
CAPTAIN: Lieutenant-Colonel Evans and Major Preston have

returned from their expedition without any casualty. They cap
tured over 100 horses. A written report is expected to-morrow.

I. VOGDES,
Brigadier-General.

FORT MONROE, June 9, 1864.
Brigadier-General SHEPLEY t

Commanding:
Telegraph line between Gloucester Point and West Point has been

down since 7 o'clock last evening. General Carr's assistant adjutant
general says he has no cavalry to escort our repairers, and considers
it useless to send infantry as they cannot go fast enough. There
seems to be no prospect of repairing this line under these circum
stances. Some arrangement is necossary at once, as all dispatches
from the Army of the Potomac to W ashin~n go over that line.

GEO. D. SHELDON,
Manager.

FLAG-SHIP AOAW AM,
Farrar's Island, .June 9, 1864-10 p. m.

(Via Fort Monroe, 4 p. m. 10th. Received 2.30 a. m. 11th.)
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy:
A flag-of-truce tug came this afternoon to deliver a letter from

Mr. Ould to Major Mulford. The army lookout on the hill near us
has several times reported seeing the smoke stacks of the rebel
steamers above Chaffin's Bluff. .

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

46 R R-VQL XXXVI, PT III
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INSPECTOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
June 10, 1864.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harbor, 1"a., June 10, 18U4-4 p. m.

(Received 1.45 a. m. 11th.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,

Chief of Staff:
Please order Captain McAlester here if he can he spared from

West Point; also order the saw-mill at Fort Monroe to sawall the
2-inch lumber they can, and place it on board barges, subject to my
order. The Coehorn mOl·tars on transports leave where they are.
We will not want them now.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieufenant-General.

WASHINGTON, June 10, 1864-11 p. m.
Han. C. A. DANA,

Assisumt SeC1'efary of War:
Please say to General Meade that the lying report alluded to in

your telegram* was not even for a moment believed by the Presi
dent or myself. We have the most perfect confidence in him. He
could not wish a more exalted estimation of his ability, his firmness,
and every quality of a commanding general than is ent{lrtained for
him.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 10, 1864.

Capt. G. H. MENDELL,
Engineer:

SIR: I am directed by the commanding general to inquire whether
the field-works constructed at the White House under your direc
tion are adapted to a good defense of the place by the permanent gar
rison estimated at, say, 1,400 men; and if not, what force do you
consider required to defend the positioll, except against a very
superior force of the enemy?

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servallt,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAM!?,
Assi.stant Adjutant-General, Arrny of the Pofqmac: .

GENERAL: I submit the following report of an inspection of the
depot at White House, Va., made pursuant to the commanding gen
eral's instructions of the 8th instant. Statement A. herewith, ex
hibits the troops at the depot, 225 officers and 5,842 men, of whom
35 officers and 1,341 men are reported as cOllstituting the" permallent
garrison." These last were inspected by me to ascertain their char
acter and condition. The detachments of the Veteran Reserve Corps

. ~----_._,-

*See 4 p. m., Pu.rt I, p. 94.

- ----------
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are not fit for duty in the field, being entirely unable to march or
perform any fatiguing work. This statement of the commanding
officer is confirmed by their appt'arance, &c. ; they are well supplied
in every respect. The Sixty-seventh Pennsyl vania Veteran Volun
teers are in good condition, neeeling only a httle clothing, for which
requisitions have been made. Tho First Rhode Island Cavalry is in
admirable condition, and the horses in excellent order. The Third
New Jersey Battery, six I2-pounders, is in l?ood condition. The
provost guard is comprised of some GO regular mfantry and a detn,ch
mont of Veterau Reserves. whom I did not inspect. Besides the
above commawls, I looked at tho One hundrell Hnd thirty-second
Ohio National Guard, 100-days' men, and the Thirteenth Ohio, dis
mounted cavalry. Troops more unfit for the field I never saw.
The troops of the permanent garrison are well disposed for the
defense of the post.

The field-works are completed. They consist of five redoubts, in
which are to be sixteen gum;, connected by rifle trenches. All the
public property which is on land, troops, si('k, &c., except some
regiments en route, are betwpen this line and the river, on which
the termini rest. There is also a small interior line nearer the river
for a reserve force. Two small works are at Cumberland Point,
about 5 miles down the river, and held by 100 men. I think any at
tempt the enemy can make em the depot might bo easily re~nsted

with the present arrangemont. The various :mpplying departments
of the staff are in admirable working order. Supplies of every kind
are abundant, and the means of delivering them are convenient and
ample. Officers were attentive to their duties, and order is every
where observed.

The wounded and sick are all in camp. The tents are sufficiently
numerous and so pitched as to afford them good accommodations.
They appear to be doing well, and to receive every attention in the
way ()f medical supplies. diet, nursing, &c.

Un 7th of June there wore 5,400 treated, and 17 deaths; on the 8th
of June there were 5,450 treated, and 25 deaths; on the 9th of June
there were 4,006 treated, and 47 deaths. Six hundred can be re
moved daily in the regular transports; but all now in hospital could
be sent away in forty-eight hours if an emergency demanded, by
using ordinary vessels-those not expressly filted up for the purpose.

The police in and about the hospital camp is not all that could be
desired. This is somewhat due to the absence of discipline, which
must always obtain in establishments of the kind hastily prepared,
and where there are persons employed who do not belong to the
service. The attention of the commanding officer and the medical
director has been called to this and some minor defects, and an im
provement, no doubt, will1: •• immediately wrought.

The provost-marshaI's department is active in preventing the sale
of liquor, which was being introduced in some cases 1>yempioyes in
vessels bringing supplies and troops to the depot. The suhject of
straggling has their particular attention, and every effort is made to
prevent unauthorized soldiers from loitering about or leaving in
outward-bound transports. Surgeons in charge of hospitals have
instructions to turn over all persons not properly beionglllg to their
hospitals to the provost-marshal of the post.

Very respectfully, general, your ohedient servant,
ED. SCHRIVER,

inspector-General.
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STATEMENT A.
RelKwt of U. S. FOI'CRII at White House, Va., c.ommanded by Brig. Gen. J. J.

Abercrombie.

Pre...mt for
duty.

Permanent garrison.
Do.

En route to anny.
Permanent garritlon.
En route to ann,..
Permanent garrt6OD.
Tobe returned toanoy

when mounted.
Permanent garrison.

Do.
En route to anny.

Do.
Do.
Do.

Remarlal.f
~ ci18 '"0 :Po

6 40lI
5 121

3\l 767
6 261

26 378
12 lllll
15 464

Command.

IHth Rt·,l[imen t Veteran Rt-serve Corptl, Col. Charles F. Jobnson ..
I>t'lnchll",nt 10th and 11th Regiments Veteran Reserve Corptl,

~Iaj. A. E. Niles.
1:1:!<! ohio National Guard, CoOl. Joel Halnet! .

;~~ t~~~(.~(;~~ ~ranti~~~g;{t~~'~J': .~~~.~~:
1st Hhode,I.land cava\':i, Maj. P.M.Farrlnlrt.on .

l~th Oh,o Ca"aIry (dlSJllounted), Lieut. CoL N. H. Hixon .

:l,1 !\ew Je"",y Battery, Cap'. C. Woerner. . .. 3 136
1'rm'o,t guard, Capt. P. W. Atanbope.... S 217
1:!Hth Ohio National Guard, Col. S. S. FIsher.................... 36 756
],.,th Ohio Nntlonal Guard, Col. H. H. Sage..... S4 7lrI'
;.ah WiR"nRin Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A. O. Doolittle..... 2S 521

17Uth ;:~~~:.~~~~~~~'.~~t:.~~~ .. ~...~:.~~~.::: ..::::::::: ~ 5.: I
,\VHITE HOUSE, VA., June 9, 1864.

ROBERT L. ORR,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

This return does not limbrace General Abercrombie and his staff.
E. S.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
OFFICE OF CHIEF QUARTERMASTER,

Camp near Cold Harbor, Va., June 10, 1864.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:
GENERAL: I have the honor to report for the information of the

~ellerul eommanding that probably most of the transports employed
III transporting the Eighteenth Army Corps to White House have
been unloaded and used to send away wounded and unserviceable
property. Some are still at White House with stores which belong
to the corps. Captain Pitkin had positive orders to detain no trans
ports at that depot, but to keep all actively employed. In order,
therefore, to insure the prompt movement of General Smith's com
mand from the Chickahominy to Bermt.la Hundred, on his arrival
at Cole's Ferry, I would respectfully recommend that Lieut. Col. H.
Biggs, chief quartermaster at Fort Monroe, or other competent
officer, be ordered to assemble suitable transports, and to be at t.he
time and place designated, in person, to superintend the transporta
tion. Colonel Biggs, for instance, will have it in his power to call
in all the boats that may be available in the Potomac, Pamunker,
and James Rivers. If the means uf embarkation are not good III
the Chickahominy, time will be gained by sending the corps direct
from White House.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedien(servant,
. RUFUS INGALLS,

Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army cif the potomac•

._~
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HRADQUARTERS ARMY OF THR POTOMAC,
June 10, 18Ii4-·11 p. m.

Respectfully forwarded.
I agree with General Ingalls in the Ruggestion that Lieutenant

Colonel Biggs be directed to prepare the necessary transportation.
In regard to the suggestion that the command should be pmbarked
at the White House, as it is only contemplated embarking infantry.
I should think the shorter water route, from Cole's Ferry to Ber
muda Hundred, would cause the op(')ration to be greatly hastened.
although the facilities may not be so good for emharking the troops.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Majo/·-Gpnpral.

HEADQUARTER8 ARMY OF THE POTOMAC'.
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT,

June 10, ]864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: Six deserters were forwarded this a. m. from the head

quarters of the Fifth Army Corps. They are from Ransom's bri
gade, of Ransom's division, and make the following statement: Five
of them helong to the Forty-ninth North Carolina Regiment. and
deserted their picket-post at 9 o'clock last night, near the railroad
bridge crossing the Chickahominy. They state that their hrigacle
is about three-quarters of a mile back of the swamp, extending across
and below the railroad toward Bottom'!:; Bridge. One of them, from
the Thirty-fourth North Carolina, of the same hrigade, crossed an
hour later, and states that his company was unexpectedly relieved
about 10 o'clock last night by the Twenty-second North Carolina
Regiment, and it was understood the brigade had marching orders.
and was going to the south side of the James River; also, that it
had been rumored for several days in camp that Butler was pressing
toward Petersburg, and the bngade would have to be sent there.
This brigade consists of five North Carolina regiments, commanded
by Brig. Gen. M. W. Ransom. Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom com
mands a division, consisting of M. W. Ransom's brigade, Elzey's
reserves (scattering city battalions, Richmond home guards, &c.), •
and a command of cavalry, Butler's (South Carolina) hrigade.

These men have little knowledge of what is going on here, as their
brigade left North Carolina a short time ago and arrived in our front
last week. They represent their regiment as about 400 for duty,
and think it the largest in the brigade. One of the best informed
says they have about 1,800 for duty. They form the extreme right
of the infantry line, and are joined by Butler's brigade of cavalry.
Elzey's brigade is in their rear nearer the city. They have erected
slight works. about three-fourths of a mile to the rear of the Chicka
hominy, along their line, but have taken no position that they expect
to hold. They are joined on the left by Hoke's command, they
think, Clingman's brigade, which they know little or nothing about.
They give a very accurate description of the railroad battery, which
is a 64-ponnder rifled ~un, mounted upon a strong wooden car, the
front of which is heaVIly plated on an angle protecting the gun and
wheels of the car. The gun is fired through an opening or port, and
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has very little rangn. The sides of tho ear are not plate(} 01' pro
tected. It was last fired from a cut which gave protceHoll to the
sidl1s. The feeling of the tl'OOpS in their brigade is not vpry buoyant..
and it is generally thought the force for the protection of Richinowl
is alto~ether too small. It is not believed tliat their new troops and
COilscrIpts will make a good fight, and but few of the old troops 1\1'(>

left. General Beauregard makes a v,isit to Lee's front occasionally,
and was there a day or two since in company with Generals Lee.
Ransom. and Bragg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,

Colonel and Deputy Provost-Marshal-General.

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, SIGNAL DEPT.,
• June 10, 18G4-.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: No changes made by the enemy upon the west bank of
the Chickahominy, excerting the following, viz: The smok('s in the
woods along the railroal were somewhat more numerous to-day than
yesterday. A small camp, consisting of four wall-tent.s, was pitched
about 2 miles west of railroad bridge; several squadrons of c3valr)'
moved westward on the Nine-Mile road toward Old Tavern. A train
of twelve wagons was seen in the vicinity of Savage Station moving
westwal'(lly. A small working party was engaged upon their in
tl'cnchlllellts opposite Bottom's Bridge.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Capfuin and Sigllal Offil·er.

BALTIMORE, MD., June 10, 18M.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,

A'rmy of the Potomac.-
DEAR SIR: A certain penny-a-liner of the New York Ht>rald.

writing from the headquarters of the Fifth Army Corps, ha\;ng re
cently said that my removal from the Army of the Potomac arose
from an error on my part in opening the lines, and thus exposing my
division to capture, and the whole line to loss, I feel it a duty to
myself to let you and my friends near you into the facts of the ('a.~.

You must ~ardon me thIS letter which shall be as short I\S pos.~ihlt'.
and which I address to you because yOll C'xpressed concern at, m'
ahrllpt and most unjust removal. On thp aftE-l'lloon of th 1 t iu
st.ant my division occupied the extreme ll'ft of tho main lin ,lwith l'

Smith nor Wright cOllnectil1~with me. General Warren or 1 l' 1.\
st.rong line of skirmishers to be extended from my left som on -tlair 1
or one·half mile. This was (lOlle. Aftprwanl he ord r cl that th '",
skirmishers. together with those ill my front., should f 1 the 11 'm .
by aclvllolll'ing the left. tU1'I1illg" on the rig-ht as a pivot. JDl d 1; '.
took place in effecting this. To hasten tllif;. and to b abl t 1'-'} )'t
its stle(~essfull·xecllt.ioll.I w('nt ill l'f'1'SOI! at 4 p. m. towa1'c1 tIl 1'1
of this extende(I1ine of skirmishers. DUl'iug my ab 'llC fill o)-lt r

[ 'z (.oogle



came from General Warren to my fla~, in thCfle words, which I beJ{
of you to note as having an important bearing on this unfortunate
i88Ul\, unfortunate at least, to me

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH AIUIY CoRPR,
June 1, 1864-5 p. Ill.

r
I
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I

j

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

I arrived at my flag at 6 p. m., when this note was handed to me by
one of my aides-de-camp, who remarked that General Warren had
been over in person; was very impatient and very angry, and had
used some harsh language respecting me. I immediately mounted
my horse, led my reserve up to the mainline, put the whole in motion
by the left flank, sending one brigade, which was bent somewhat to
the rear. by a nearer route to join me up the road a half mile distant,
the road here running nearly parallel to the line, distant 200 yarus.
I led the rest of the division up, and as I interpreteu it, "along" the
Cold Harbor road, at great peril to myself and officers, anu reached
the desired I){)int in the direction of the action then raging between
Wright an( the enemy about sunset. The detached brigade was
there before me. Here I met Major Roebling, of Warren's staff,
with some 400 of my men, who had been reconnoitering the ground.
He said he had an admirable position for my left beyond the road,
and had already posted the 400 men and a portion of the detached
brigade upon it, and would advise my fill~ng out the line by another
brigade, leaving one brigade in the road, whose left would reach to
the left of my former position. I acceded to this and posted my men
accordingly, by directmg them to keep quiet and intrench. Feeling
sure that the enemy had not observed us or our changA of position,
skirmishers were thrown out and a donble line sent to occnpy or
cover onr former position.

Supperless and blanketless I laid down on the ground at the angle
made by thuse in the field with those in the road and passed the night.
The contl'st with Wright had now well nigh ceased, the firing being
confined t.o pickets apparently beyond my left. Rising at daybreak
I found my line well covered, and myself saluted by a shower of balls
from sharpshooters in a thicket near my front. These my skirmish
ers soon (hsperse(l, gaining possession of the thicket. Regarding ml
position a good one and safe, my loft secured by the issue of Wright s
contest, as well as by a swamp near it on which it rested, and which
I had covered by a qouble line of skirmishers, connecting my right
with Cutler's left, I retired to a small house 200 yards up the road
and raised my flag. Soon after this Major Roebling a~ain came up
and agreed with me as to the advantages of my positIOn, claiming
for himself the merit of selec-ting it. I remarked that I was sorry to
inform him that General \Val'ren differed from us as to its merits;
that one of my staff mis:::!ing me passed a portion of the night at
General Warren's headquarters; that the general denounced the
movement as not contemplated by his orders, declared we would be
captured or cut to pieces and bring un a general engagement; and
further, that he ha(lma(le use of very harsh and damning language
respecting me personally.

Rrigadier-Genl'ral LocKWOOD,
UOllllllanding Second Dit'isWn:

Wright is engagin~ the enl'my on your ll'ft up the CoM Harbor road. Advance
your entire command along this road, and take part in the action if opportunity
offers. A division will support you.

,-
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I said further to the major that this must cease as I would not per
mit General Warren 01' any other ~eneral to abuse me in the pres
ence of my staff. The major replIed that if I had anything to say
of General Warren I should say it to General Warren himself. I re
plied that I certainly would call on General Warren and say as much
or more to him. The major then left. and I presume returned to
corps headquarters. One hour later I received an order relieving
me from the command with orders to report to General Grant, and
later in the day an order from General Grant, directing me to
proceed to Baltimore, there await further orders, and report to the
Adjutant-General U. S. Army. Now, general, what I have related
is the sum and substance of this difficulty, and the facts herein given
can be sworn to by a multitude of witnesses. The order was seen
and read by Colonel Bates, commanding brigade, and by some of my
own and Warren's staff. We all agreed that by the words" move
along the Cold Harbor road and take part in the action" was intended
that we should moye up that road toward the point where Wright
was engaged.

Had I done otherwise I would have laid myself open to the imputa
tion of fearing to meet the enemy with my 5,000 men and as many
more at my- [command] to support them. Knowing that General
Warren had a spare force near him, I took it fot granted that he
would look out for that unlucky gap. But to avoid all difficulty I
took the precaution of covering it with a double line of skirmishers
advantageously posted, and connecting my right with Cutler's left.
I innocently believed that 1 was faithfully carrying out Warren's
orders, had successfully flanked a battery, would be commended by
my chief and perhaps get another star. But alas, how foolish are
the imaginations of man; how vain his expectations. I declare I
never was more astonished than when I heard from an officer, who
hp-d passed part of the night at corps headquarters, that General
Warren disapproved the proceedings, and meant, when he wrote I
should "move along the road," that I should move up the road,
remaining parallel to and abreast of my former position.

Of course this removal damages me in publIc opinion, and its
effects on my future career are irreparable, as no other corps com
mander will care to have a division commander sent to him, whom
so skillful and able a corps commander as Major-General Warren
had rejected for exceeding his orders, endangering- his own men,
ann almost bringing on a general engagement without orders. I
see no remedy. The public press is closed to me both by general
orders and by my own sense of propriety. As a good patrIot I
must suffer, but I am desirous that you, General Meade, Major
Michler. and some others whom I have regarded as my friends, ready
to hear reason, should know the truth and be thereby enabled to
form a just appreeiation of this case.

I have the honor to be, general, very truly, and respectfully, your
0bedient and obliging servant, .

HENRY H. LOCKWOOD,
Brigculier-General of Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THR POTOMAC, June 10,1864.
General WILLIAMS:

J"lSlle lin order to Major-Generals Hancock and Wright directing
till' latter to relieve such portions of General Gibbon's command as

--- ......---
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he has available troopg for t.he purposo and llireeting these officers
(Generals Hancock and Wright) to eonfer llnd arr8.nge the details of
the movement, which will take place to-night as soon after dark as
practicable.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-Geuetal.

SPECIAL O~DER8, t
No. 158. f
* *

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
June 10, 1864.

* * * * *

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

2. Unti! further orders four Ilayg' rations will be kept on the
persons of the men and six days' subsistence in the supply trains.
Wagons app,ropriated to fmbsistence, not required to keep up these
supplies, wIll be used in bringi~ forward from the depot for issue
to the troops the small rations, not included in the marehing ration8,
and anti-scorbutics. Any other wagons that the quartermaster's
department can provide for the purpose will also be used in bringing
up these additional stores.

* * * * * * *
4. In anticipation of his appointment as colonel of the regiment,

~'irst Lieut. R. S. Mackenzie, Engineers, will at onee assume eom
mand of the Second Regiment Connecticut Heavy Artillery.

* * * * * * *
By command of Major-General Meade:

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 10, 1864-12.a5 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

Major-General Wright, commanding Sixth Corps, has been di
rected to relieve such portions of General Gibbon's command as he
has troops available for the purpose. The commanding general
directs that you confer with Major-General Wright and arrange the
details of the movement, which will take place to-night as soon after
dark as practicable. Please acknowledge.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

- HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 10, 18(j4-12.40 p. m.

General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

Dispatch received.
WINF'D S. HA!NCOCK,

Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
June 10, 1864-8.10 p. m.

Major-General HANCOCK:
I saw General Gibbon this evening, and. have arranged satisfac

torily with him, I believe, in regard to the relief of a part of his di
vision. I send about 3,000 men to take position in his lines. I am
sorry to hbaI' you are an invalid this evening.

H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding Sixth Army Corps.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 10, 1864-12.15 p. m.

Major-General BIRNEY,
Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you open
the road from Livesay's house by Mrs. McGee's to Wicker's, as indi
cated in inclosed sketch,* so that it will be practicable for a column.
An examination of the road this morning shows that it is practica
ble for artillery and infantry if widened a little and cleared of
undergrowth. A party of 125 or 150 axmen will be able to open it
in three or four nours. If the sketch is not sufficiently plain, Mr.
Livesay can give the officer in charge of the party the necessary in
formation.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant- Colonel llnd Chief of Siaff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 10, 1864.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t
No. 151. f
* '" * * * • •

III. The First Battalion Minnesota Volunteers, having reported at
these headquarters, is assigned to the Second Division, and will be
reported accordingly.

• * * * * * •
By command of Major-General Hancock:

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assist(mt Adjutant-General.

* Not found.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 10, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Major-Genera1 WARREN,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that to-morrow, the 11th
instant, you move the two divisions of your corps, now held in
reserve near Leary's, to Moody's (on the New Kent 'Court-House
and Bottom's Bridge road), by way of Parsley's Mill, Prospect
Church. &c., so as to avoid the observation of the enemy. In addi
tion to tIle eight wooden pontoons you will take with you eight can
vas pontoons. You will Le prepared to move your whole corps on
Sunday evening, the 12th instant, as soon as it is dark, to Long
Bridge, by way of Emmaus Church, cr088 the Chickahominy, march
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to tIll' vicinity of \Vhite Oak Swamp erof:f:ing. awl hula that erOf:S
iug- and the Loug Britlgn ro'LlI. looking tmvarll tltp CharleR City.
elmtral, and Nl\W Market roadH. It iR im})ortant that the lJOillt
designated should be reached at the earliest practieable momcllt
after the movement begins. The engineers will estahliRh as many
bridges at Jones' Bridge as the locality admits of. The order for
the movement of the army will he sent you in due time. So much
of this communication as relates to tho movement on Sunday will
be considered confidential.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~
No. 1:39. I
'" '"

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY 'CORPS,
June 10, 1864.

'" '" '" '" .

JUNE 10, 1864-12.30 p. m.

8. General Ayres' division will set out to-morrow at 4 a. m., by
way of Parsley's Mill and Prospect Church, to Moody's (on the New
Kent and Bottom's Bridge road), and camp there. General Crawfonl
will follow General Ayrr.s; then the reserve artillery; then the
pontoon trains; then the ambulance trains, and then Lieutenant
Rouden's train.

In camp every effort mnst be made to keep the men with their
commands and trains, ~nd a strong picket guar~ will be thrown
around the whole for thIS purpose. The camps Will also be as elmm
and compact as possihle. No unnecessary fires will be allowed, antl
great care must be taken to keep the woods from taking fire, and to
extinguish it if it does break out. Headquarters of the corps will
he at Moody's bouse.

By command of Major-General Warren:
A. S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjufct1d-General.
'fhe ll?arl of the column will pass by these headquarters, and the

gUld~ WIll he furnished from here.

Major-General WRIGHT:

The commanding general directs that you relieve such portions
of ~eneral Gibbon's command, Second Corps, a.'i. you l~ave troops
available for the purpose, and that you confer WIth M~tJor-q-eneml
Hancock and arrange the aetails of the movement, whICh WIll take
place to-night as soon after dark aH possible. Please acknowledge.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistmtl Adjufunt-O('/Ieral.

SIXTH CORPS,
June 10, ttll/·!.

General WILLIAMS:

Received dispatch in regard to relieving General Gibhon's (livision
1.10 p. m.

H. G. WRIGHT,
~M(/jol'-(tel/emI.
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A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Ma}01'-Geneml and Chief of S1aff.

ORDERS.] HEADQrARTRRH SIXTH CORPS,
.Jlln~ 10, 1864-6 p. m.

As Roon as it is <lark BriO'adier-General N:l:\ill, with the disposable
troops of his division, wilY occupy the present lines of the Third
Division in connection with his own, and on being relieved, Briga
dier-General Ricketts will proceed with his division, and take post on
the left of Brigadier-General Russell, taking up so much of the pres
ent line of the Second Corps as he can occupy with two lines of bat
tle. Brigadier-General Ricketts will send a staff officer, with an offi
cer from these headquarters, to ascertain the position to be taken up
by hiR troops, and he will exercise great caution in relieving the
Second Corps, waiting probably till after the moon has set. In
taking positions, General Ricketts will 80 arrange it with General
Russell as to be able to relieve the three regiments of the Second
Division now serving with the First Division.

By command of Major-General Wright:
C. H. WHITTELSEY,

Assistant Adju/~nt-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS.
Jllne 10, 1864-1.:.10 a. m.

General HUMPHREYS:
We have some guns in position that will be unmasked by day

hrpak. They have orders to open OIl a battery at that time, but I
have just thought that under existing orders I had better ask you if
it is desirable to open. The rebel battery has been silent for several
hours.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June to, 18(j4-2.15 a. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE
The commanding general sees no objection to your opening on the

battery you refer to.

HEADQUARTERii NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 10, 1864. (Received 8.35 a. m.)

General HUMPHREYS:
There appears to be no material change in our front this morning.

The enemy 8 !'harpshooters seem to he very acti ve, and reports have
('onw in of the sound of large wagon trains or artillery passing to
our right during the night.

A. Eo BURNSIDE,
],[ajor-General.
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 10, 1864-7.30 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 10, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

A battalion of the Thirty-eighth Wisconsin Volunteers, number
ing about 280 men, have reported here and been assigned to yonI'
corps. The battalion consists of four companies and is commanded
by Lieutenant-Colonel Pier. The commanding goneral direct.'i me
to inlJ.llire whether this accession will 11llable you to spare tho small
regular infantry force you have with you.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 10, 1864-11.45 a. m.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

Your dispatch in reference to the Wisconsin regiment receiYed.
When I spoke to General Meade yesterday about transforring the
regulars of our corps to General Ayres' division, I was under the
impression that tlwy desired to join that division. These regiments
learned yesterday that such movements were in contemplation, and
last evening sent to me a unanimous request from their officers to
remain with the Ninth Corps. Whilst I am not in the habit of re
garding such petitions, I h0:tm that in this case it may be regarded,
and that both regiments. whICh number less than 300 both together,
may be allowed to remain with the corps.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 10, 1864-~ p. m.

General BURNSIDE: .
The commalllling gp,npral has dl~ci(lpd to transfer tho batta.lions of

the Eighth and Tenth Regiments, regular infantry, now with you,
to the Fifth Corps for assignment to the regular brigade.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The division officer of the day reports that a force of the enemy's
cavalry attacked our cavalry picket on our extreme right, near the.
Allen house this afternoon, capturing nearly a whole company.
Should anything more definite than this report come in, it will be
forwarded at once.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 10, 1864-8 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

I am instructed to inform you that the two divisions of Major
General Warren, now held in reserve near Leary's, will be withdrawn
from the right flank of the army to-Illorrow. If there is any point
heM by his troops necessary to the security of your flank, the com
manding general directs that you occupy it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Sf,(l./f,

HEADQU ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
JUlie 10, 1864.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
General 'Wilson has reported his picket-line heing attacked this

p. m., but he says the attack was repulsed and his line re-estab
lished. He does nut report the loss of any men. Genpral Wilson is
directed to make a reconnaissance in force to-morrow morning, and
Ferrero has been ordered to support him with a brigade of his COill-

m~~ .
GEO. G. MEADE,

.Major-Gene·rcil, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
June 10, 1864-7.30 a. m.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier-General.

Major-General BCRNSIDE,
Commanding jVinih Corps:

GENERAL: All quiet through the night. Trees were cut down on
the left of Redoubt Fletcher to widen the artillery range toward the
battery in front of the Eighteenth Corps. The enemy's sh8orp
I'Ihooters annoy us some. A soldier of the Twenty-seventh Michigan
was killed just ill rear of the main line of that regiment while my
messenger was present this morning.

Very respectfully,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
June 10, 1864-2.45 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Co-mmanding Ninth Corps:

The enemy's artillery has been firing slowly at Redoubt Fletcher
with no effect. Roemer replies occasionallv. Otherwise all quiet
along my lines. -

Very respectfully,

.
-- ...~--
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O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier-GelH 1'(11.

HSADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION,
June 10, 1864-1O.iW p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE,
Commanding Corps:

GENERAL: General Hartranft has adv.anced his skirmislwrs 20
paces to correspond with his new line. The connection between my
two brigades in front of Redoubt Fletcher is completed. All quiet
on my front.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
June la, 1864.

Brig. Gen. E. FERRERO,
Commanding, <tc.:

GENERAL: I am instructed to inform you that the general Hupply
trains have been ordered to move to-morrow morning to tll vicinity
of Tunstall's Station. The commanding genel'al directs. howevor,
tl1;:lt you await with your command further orders in the posit.ioll
you now occupy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-Geneml.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 10, 1864-9 p. m.

Brigadier-General FERRERO,
Commanding Divi.sion:

The major-general commanding directs that you send a brigade
of rour troops to supIJort General Wilson, commanding cavalry
diVIsion, who is ordered to make a reconnaissance in force early to
morrow morning and ascertain what force of the enemy is in his
front. You will communicate at once with him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
~!Jf(/jor-General an(l Chip! of Staff.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Woodlawn, Va., June la, 1864--8 p. Ill.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Camlry Dit'ision:

The First Division advanced to-night M far as Buck Childs' house.
Some time during the night General Torbert will break the railroad
at Trevilian Station, and also at Cuffy's Creek and South Fork
Creek, on the road from Gordonsville to Charlottesville. At 5
o'clock in the morning General Torbert will march on Gordonsville,
via Trevilian, Newark, and Mechanicsburg, on the old stage road.
Your division will move promptly at 5 a. m. on the same Toad that
General Torbert's command moves on. The subsistence and pon
toon train will move with one of your brigades in front and another
jn rear, Your not having the advance to-morrow, and from the dif-

[( IlL C byGoogle



-~ --=.-.~:~.~ .••

736 OPJ<.:RATION8 IN BE. VA. AND N. C. '[CIuP. XLvm.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major,:,General, Cmmnanding.

ficulties you will have to encounter in reaching the point where Gen
eral Torbert's command is encamped, I thought it best to put you in
camp here.

J. H. W.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 10, 1864-2.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS, Cliief of Staff:
At 1 p. m. the enemy's cavalry, perhaps a regiment strong, made

a dash at my pickets, near the junction of the Shady Grove and
Richmond roads, drivin~ them in toward Linney's. They were,
however, repulsed at the end, and the line at present is again re
established as it has been.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Dit'ision.

From a prisoner I learn that Gregg's brigade of infantry are pick
eting in our front. A prisoner from the Fourth Texas Infantry
says the regiment which dashed in was the Ninth Virginia, of Wick
ham's brigade.

HEADQU ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 10, 1864-9 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILSON,
Cummanding Cavalry Division:

The major-general commanding directs that you make a recon
naissance in force early to-morrow morning and ascertain what
force of the enemy is in your front. General Ferrero is ordered to
send a brigade of his command to support you. General Ferrero is
directed to communicate at once with you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., THIRD DIV., CAVALRY CORPS,
June 10, 1864.

Capt. L. SIEBERT,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Thi'rd Cavalry Division:

. CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report no serious disturbance along
my line. The enemy occasionally fire on my pickets, and yesterday
fired upon a small party sent to reconnoiter Turner's Crossing, killing
or wuundingSecond Lieut. William H. Conover, Twenty-second New
York Cavalry. The men who were with him fled, and a second
party sent to ascertain the facts found the body gone. I presume
he was wounded. The First New Hampshire Cavalry reported yes
terday. The ambulance train of this brigade should be increased.
I am waiting to know where to send the pack-mules of the command
ordered to be turned in.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H.CHAPMAN,

< Oolonel, Oommandiuf! Bri!!aik.
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HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., THIRD DIV., CAVALRY CORPS,
In the Jj"ield, June 10, 186-1.

Capt. L. SIEBERT,
Asst. Ad}t. Gen., ThiJ'd Cat'alry Division:

CAPTAIN: In answer to inquiries made hy General Humphreys I
haVe the honor to state that Turner's Cru:,:sing is about half a mile
below Fisher's Ford, which last point is known, I think, to the en
gineers at army headquarters, and is from It miles to Ii miles be
low Bottom's Brid~e. Thero was formerly a bridge at Turner's, but
whether the river Is.iorllable at that point or not I am not advised.
The approach to the river at Turner's passes near an old abandoned
house (the first on the river below Fisher's). and isgood. The only
crossings on the river between Bottom's Bridge and Long Bridge
known to me are Fisher's and Turner's. I have not ascertained that
there are any crossings between Long Bridge and Jones' Brid~e ex
cept the ford a short distance above the last-named point, whICh is
laId down on the map furnished from headquarters.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. CHAPMAN.

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
I might mention that at Fisher's Ford a very light belt of timber

skirts the river. .

WHITE HOUSE, VA., June 10, 1864-11 p. m.
(Received 9 a. m. 11th.)

General D. H. RUCKER, Chief Qua'dermaster:
To enable. me to comply with orders just received from General

Ingalls, chief quartermaster, Army of the Potomac, I shall require
at once five steamers and five tugs in addition to those now here.
The vessels arriving here to-g.ay and those to arrive to-morrow,
having on board infantry recruits for the army, are not unloaded
but are sent to Bermuda Hundred to debark their troops. I tele
graphed to you to-day asking that :3.000,000 [pounds] of grain be
loaded in barges and sent to me. Please have the captains of the
vessels towing them ordered to proceed to Fort Monroe with their
tm""s, and await orders from me. Please reply.

P. P. PITKIN,
Captain and Quartermaster.

P. P. PITKIN,
Captain, Quartermaster.

WHITE HOUSE, VA., June 10, 1864.
(Received 2.40 a. m. 11th.)

47 R R-VOL X,XXVI, PT III

Capt. E. S. ALLEN,
Assistant Quartermaste'r, Wash inyfon, D. C.:

Steamers Ocean Wave and Diamond State were ordered from this
place to Bermuda Hundred, carrying the troops which they brought
from Washington. No more troops will be debarked at this place.
Transportation is required from this place to Bermuda Hundred for
3,000 troops now here. We also have 2,500 wouIHled yet to be re
moved. Please send me the necessary transportation, if possible.
Steamer S. R. Spaulding will- leave thIS pInco this p. m. with 1,000
prisoners of war for Point Lookout.

.-'
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Jnne 10, 1864.

Major-General AUGUR:
/ No more troops will be sent to White House. All re-enforcemellts

and others for Army of the Potomac will be sent to Bermuda HUll

dred.
H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Brigadier-General Rucker.)

List of troops Bent to front, <te., from headquarters U. S. Forces, Brig. Gen. J. J.
, AberITombie, commanding,

FROM BELLE PLAIN AND PORT ROYAL.

Whert'.

Do.

Do.

Do.

Do.

Do.
Do,

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Do.

Do.

Fretkoricksburg.

Army~

Do.

Do.

110.

Do.

Do.
'W~

.~~·11!:
May 19

May 2i

l/32
47

160 May 21

S28 ...do ....

100 May ~

IlOO " .do .,_
ll84

900 ....

1,IJOO

IJOOCaptain Leslie, provost KUard, wtth pris
oners.

Colonel McCoY,I07tb Pennsylvania Vol
unteers.

Col. M. Murphy, 69th New York, four ....do. _. 1,700
battalions.

__ --, detacbment cavalry., .. . C,avalry .
-- --, detacbment cavalry do ..
BrlR"adler-General Tyl"r:

1st Maine ArtIllery Artillery.. I,M
~th New York ArtUlery do..... I,ll7\)
lRt MlUlllaChUHt'tta ArtUiery .. do .. . .. 1,600
2d New York Artillery ' do 1,7'..lll

36th Wisconsin "Volunteers i dn 900 .. , ..
8th New York Artillery 1 do..... 1,IJOO May 18

Lleutenant-Colon..1 Pope, detachments .. '. Cavalry... tlIiO
('olonel Dushane,lst Maryland Volunl.eenl., Infantry.. lIOO
Major Mclrvin _ Ca,·l\!ry.. lI7lI
Colonel Kt'lIogR", 2d COllnectll'ut Artillery. Artillery.. 1,1lIlO
Capt. S. COllner, 8tb New York Heavy ....do..... 100

Artillery.
Col. J. Welllng, lith New York Heavy ....do..... 1,900
Artllle~.

Colonel Wentworth, detachment 31st and Infantry ..
ll:ld Maine.
-- --, detaehment cavalry (dls- ..

mount..I).
Colonel Talley.. . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . ... Infantry ..
Col. L,C'raodell, Fifth Provisional Battal· ....do .....

ion.
Lieutenant-Colonel Howard,2d Maryland ....do .....

Volunteers.
Captain Pellllt" _ do..... 1,019 ..
Capt. C. Woerner, 3d New Jel'HeY Battery. Artillery .
Lieutenant-Colonel Parnell, detacbments Cavalry 1,66l!

or cavalry. and ar-
tillery.

Maj. W. E. Behnbl..y. ...... ...... Cavalry.. 188 .. _ ..
Colonel Clendenin, 8th Illinois Cavalry. . .. do . . .. . 440 .
Col. C. F. Johnson, Veteran Reaerve Bat- Infantry .

tallon.
Colonel Cesnol&, 4th New York Cavalry .. cavalry ..

Arm. Fon.'e, I Wboo, I
Colonel Fox, detachments ..~.~~~,_~-. -Inf':~;-'~ I-;:~ -I-Ann--y-Potomae.---
Colonel Olenn, 28d Pennsylvania \'olun· .... do .. _.. 585 May WI Do.

teers.
Colonel Bassett, Il2d Pennsylvania Volun- .. , .do .. . .. 001 ' ...do ... , Do.

teers. I
Captain Caw,detachments do .. · .. 1 3llO IMay 19 Frederlcbburg.
Colonel Stannton, 67tb PennKylvanla "01- . .. do . . . . . 240 May WI Do.

unteers.
CoA~ft::'.Raymon4,2d New York Mounted ., .. do ..... 1,000 May 17 Anny l'otomac.

---- 18t Vermont Heavy ArtU- Infantry l,lJOO Do.
lery (11th ""nuont Infantry). and ar·

Ullery.
J.Ieutenant-Colonel Parnell,.............. Dism'ted

cavalry.
Infantry, .

.... do .....

ArrIved.

"'•. J
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Li,~t of troop8 Be1lt to front, etc.-Continue.l.

FROM BELLE PLAIN AND PORT ROYAL-·Contlnued.

73P

Anivt'fl. Ann. IF()~.· Wh,·n. ---"-'b-..-....-. -

Captain Edwards, five batt..r1('S Re8l.'rve .
ArtlJl..ry.

Li.."t. Col. E. H. C. Cavins .
Li,,"t. Col. J. F. Ramsey, 18ith Pennsyl. . .

vanin Yoluntt'en!.
Colouei Gibson, 2<1 Pennsylvania Heavy .

Artillery (I1eth Volunteers).

(:a:~.;~ detaCiim~ni:::: .. : : : :: : : :: . : : . :: .. . .
}olaton's batlt·ry , ..
Ca!,tain Watkins' dL~mountedcavalry .
Co onel Gregory. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .

St'nt from Belle Plain and Port Royal. ..

l,l!OO .......

1.:\·::· ..·..
78 ..

400
1:lO
HI

l. 400 ...

84,&15

Anny l'otom&{'.

Do.
Do.

Do.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do. •

------ .----'- ._---,--_-!.-_-~--~----

FROM WIDTE HOUSE.

June 2 Geueral Ames' commaud . .............. Infantr y 2,334 June :I AmlY Potomac.
andcav.
al:3;'

2 Capt. Jobn Ro~rs' detacbment 1st Rhode Cava ry .. 80 ... do .... Do.
Island Cav ry.

no.3 Captain Arnold, 5th P. 8. Cavalry ......... .... do ..... 100 ... do ....
3 Heen,it._ for 8th llhlo ................... Infantry .. 00 . .. do .... Do.
3 va~,;j.{:i~ar.tin, Gth Ind..pendt'nt New ArtUlery .. 1 ~ ...do .... Washington.

:I Lient"nant Kfug, Compan)' A,4th U. S. .... do ..... 120 ... do .... Do.
Artillery.

4 Captain CormACk, provost guard.......... Cavalry .. 12 June 4 Army Potomac.
2 I c~~.~..R. Cameron, 5th Pennsylvania ...do ..... 166 June 5 Do.

4 I Colonel t;........r. Provisional Battalion .... Infantry .. 850 June5,6 I Do.
2ll,,",ptain Ellenbeck,22d New York Cavalry. Cavalry: . 60 June 61 Do.
~ (~ptal~ Wrl!l'ht~lst U.R.Colol't'.1 Troops. Infantry .. IHS .~~~ ..7.

Do.
2 LIeut. Col. .J. A. Oll!l, colored troop" ...... .... do .... S!'O Do.'I Liout. Col. R. L. Bodin.., Provl!Uomil Bat· .... do ..... 1,14Q June"a Do.

talion.
al13 )jout. Col. n. T. Hutehlns, 1st N..", Hamp· Cavalry .. 008 June Do.

I Mil ire Cavalry.
B I Captain Wal..", lith U. R. Infantry ..... _.. Infantry . Il4 ... do .... ' Do.
3 , ----, 3llth Wisconsin I\Dd 1st Min· .... do ..... 221 June 9! Do.

nesota.
8 Colon..1Cooper, 142<1 Ohio National Guard. . ... do ..... 7;r,Q June t1 Bennuda Hun-

dred.
2 Col. Joel Haln..s, 132d Ohio National Guard. .... do ..... 762 ...do .... Do.
2 Ll..uh'nant-Colonel Martiu, ,'i8th Pennsyl· .... do ..... 200 June 4 Army Potomac.

..anla Volunit'ers.
2 CoI.A.O. Doolittle, 37th Wisconsin Volun· .... do .... 392 June 10 Do.

teers.
3 Lieutenant·Colonel Dotv, l/"9th New York .... do ..... 300 . .. do .... Do.

Volunteers (detacllml'nl).
10 ['01. R. Miller, 1(l.'X! OhIo National Guard ... .... do ..... 800 ... do .... Bermuda Hun-

drool.
10 Colonel Moore, 14Btb Ohio National Guard . .... do ..... 720 ...do ... Do.
lt Colonel Yodl't'I.' t4,'ld Ohio National (luard. .... do ..... 740 June 11 Do.
10 Lieutenant-Co onel N"...per, Provisional .... do ..... 5:>4 ...do .... Anny Potomac.

Battalion.
10 ILieutenAnt Collins, 14th United States ....do ..... 60 .. .do .... Do.

\dl'tachm..ntl.
9 C.olon..1 Armstrong, 184th Ohio National ....do ..... i80 .... do .... Bemlllda lIun-

Guard. dred.

JUNE 10,1864.

JUNE 10, 18(j4.
Col. W. HOFFMAN,

Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washingtun, D. C.:
COLONEl.: I have delayed tho removal of tho colore<l regiment

unt.il wells could be dug. with a view to aHcertainfng w Ill't It!'!·

the supply of water woultl be sufficient. I have fountl water
in the only remaining spot suitable for a camp, but the water we
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C. J. PAINE,
Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

have thus far obtained is hardly fit to drink. The great increase
in the number of prisoners and the increase in the garrison have so
lowered tho wells that Captain Hawes, senior officer of the Potomac
Flotilla at this station, to-day requested me to run a. boat daily to
Baltimore for the purpose of supplying his vessel with water.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.,
A. G. DRAPER,

Colonel, Commanding District.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 10, H164. (Received 9.20 a. m. 11th.)

Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON,
SecretaM} of War:

All quiet along our lines. Yesterdar General Kautz charged
enemy's works at Petersburg, and carrIed them, penetrating the
taWIl, but not bein~ supported by General Gillmore, who had with
drawn his forces WIthout a conflict, General Kautz was obliged to
withdraw without further effect. General Kantz captured 40 pris
oners and 1 piece of artillery, which he brought away with him.
It is a misfortune that General Gillmore did not support him.
Might I not have the Thirty-sixth U. S. Colored Regiment from
Point Looko~t? Three regiments ought to hold the I>ri80ners there.

, BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Majo-r-General.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, June 10, 1864:.

Officer in cha rge of ponloo-ns
belonging to Army r,f the Polo-mac, at Bermuda Landing:

SIR: You will proceed at ollce with your command and pontoon
trains to Fort Monroe and there report to General Benham.

By order of General Butler:

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA,
ENGINEER'S OFFICE,

June 10, 1864.
Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM,

Chief Engineer, Army of the Potomac: .
SIR: I have, according to your request, this day turned over to

Captain Robbins part of pontoon bridge trains Nos. "I and 11, which
were invoiceU to me from Washington, subject to the order of
Lieutenant-General Grant.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

G. WEITZEL,
Briyadier-General and Chief Engineer.
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COBB'S HILL SIGNAL STATION,
June 10, 1864.

SPRING HILL SIGNAL STATION,
JWI1P 10, IRli4-12.lIj p. m.

ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS. ARMY OF THE POTOMM',
. . JUfIt' 10, ISlj·t

Col. H. L. ABBOT,
First COn1lecticut Artillery, Bermuda Hundred:

COLONEL: I wrote you some days since in answer to your letter
from your present position. I meant to have spoken to you about
mantlets for the !'uns, although you have doubtless thought of
them. We had them at Yorktown, as you doubtless remember,
and they must be still available. If I mistake not. the rope ones
were made under the direction of General Delafield. Whether they,
or the iron ones, would be best. I am not prerared to say. The
iron ones would doubtless be liable to splinters i struck by cannoll
shot. It may be that the mantlets are at Old Point. At sny rate,
if you did not inclUlle them in your outfit, it would be well to write
to General Delafield about them; or if any are to be made, he can
best direct where to get the work done. I hope, too, you will get
a good supply of your mortar shrapnel. I like the idea exceedingly.
If we had had them with us on this campaign they would have been
of infinite service.

We have a great deal of foot artillery with us, enough to have
abundance of men, and all are anxious for employment with their
own arm. I understand that Lieutenant Mackenzie, of the Engi
neers, is to have command of the Second Connecticut as colonel,
vice Kellogg, which will be a good thing. I desire to have that
regiment associated with yours in the service of the sieg" train;
and as much more force as may be needed can be drawn from the
other foot regimentR, I :presume, for the labor of the trenches, for
the fabrication of gablOns, fascines, &c. Proper toolR for this
should be provided. I am a little uneasy about the breaking up of
the Artillery Reserve. The artillery teams, and the wagons ami
teams of the ammunition trains, would have furnished precious
resources for the movement of the material we must draw heavily
on the quartermaster's department.

Very truly, yours,
HENRY J. HUNT,

Brigadier-General.

Captain NORTON:
The battery that is firing upon us appears to be about H miles due

west. I think they have but one gUll, a 12-pounder, possibly two.
Our batteries and gun-boats reply.

CRAFT,
Lieutenanf, Signal Q!firf'r.

Captain NORTON:
Three regiments of enemy's infantry are seen going from the woods

this side and to the rightof railroad Junction, toward our left works.
BAIRD.

Se'rgeant, Signnl OO'ips.
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GILL?tIORE'S, June 10, 1864.

GILLMORE'S, June 10, 1864.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
MajOl'-Gelieral.

General BUTLER:
A colulllll of the enemy's infantry- and a long wagon train are re

ported by the signal officer as passmg to the north across Chaffin's
farm.

GILLMORE,
Oeneml.

General BUTLER:
There was only about one regiment and a battery of six pieces with

caissons.
GILLMORE,

General.

GILLMORE'S,
June 10, 18M. (Received 2.10 p. m.)

Colonel PAINE, Acting ChiPj of Staff:
I have received your telegram of 1.20 p. m., directing report of

movement yesterday.*

•
GENERAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. DEPT. OF VA. AND N. C.,

No. 75. Fort ]fonme, ra., June 10, 1864.
William P. Webster is hereby annOllllced as volunteer aide-de

camp in this department, with the rank of major, and will be obeX.OO
and reRpeeted accordingly. Maj. W. P. Webster is hereby detmled
for special duty, being to act as provost judge at Norfolk.

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
R. S. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjuiant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 43. In Fidel, neU?' Hatcher's, Fa., June 10, 1864.

* * * * * * *
2. The senior officer of artillery serving in each of the six bat-

teries 011 the line of intrenchments will be in command of all the
artillery force stationed ill his battery.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

Capt., 47th New York Vols., Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., June 10, 1864.

Col. G. B. DANDY,
General Qtficer of the Day:

COLONEL: I am directed by tho hrigadier-general commanding to
acknowledge the receipt of your communication of this date, and

*See Part II, p. 273.

'. I._~
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JUNE 10, 1864.
(Received 9 a. m.)

to state in reIlly that the old line of rifle-pit~will be held until night,
but will be fi led up as soon as it is suffieielltly dark to do so without
danger of discover)" by the enemy. Tho line of the vedettes will
not, however, be changed, as it is advisable that the enemy should.
not suspect the change in the J?icket-line. Please report by the
bearer whether a fatigue party wIll be needed to fill up the old pits,
and, if so, what number will be needed and at what hour. The new
picket-line will not be occupied until the old rifle-pits are filled.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. TERRY,

A8sistant A(~jutant-General.

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TENTH ARMY CORPS.
June 10, 1864.

Col. J. B. HOWELL,
Commanding First Brigade :

COLONEL: I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to
state that he is too unwell this morning to continue upon duty, and
that he desires that you will assume command of the diviSIOn at
once.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

A. TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General HINKS:
I wish to see you. Come over and bring any prisoners you may

have along.
BUTLER,

General.

BERMUDA, Jllnp 10. 1864.
General BUTLER:

The rebel cavalry made a Rmall demonstration just above Haxall'i.
The gun-boats at Turkey Bend are firing at them.

FULLER,
Lieutenllnt-Colonel.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the .F'ield, June 10, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. V. KAUTZ,
Commanding Cavalry Division, &c. :

GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to say
that Colonel Spear was ordered last night to selld the prisoners to
these headquarters, which was not done. He directs that you now
send the prlsoners as soon as possible to these headquarters, and make
your report to theRll headquarters direct. .

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient sf'rvant,
CRAS. J. PAINE.

Colonel and Actinf} Chief of Staff·
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HDQRS. SECOND CAV. BRIG., KAUTZ'S DIv. OF CAV.,
In the Field, June 10, 1864:.

Maj. R. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

SIR: In accordance with orders received from Major-General But
ler last evening, through Colonel Shaffer, I have the honor to sub
mit the following statement, viz: On the evening of the 9th instant
as the cavalry command was returning to camp, and when the head
of the column was on this side of the pontoon bridge, after crossing
the Appomattox, Captain Clarke, an aide-de-camp to General Butler,
came to me awl said, "Who commands this column?" I answered,
"Colonel Spear." Captain Clarke replied, "General Butler directa
that all the prisoners captured to-day be sent to his headquarters at
once, to be there delivered to an omeer of the guard waiting to re
ceive them."

General Kautz having left the column, and I being the senior
officer present, at once, and in the presence of Captain Clarke, sent
Lieutenant Cameron, my aide, to Lieut. Col. Goor~e Stetzel, com
manding Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, and to MaJor Kleinz, com
manding Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, with an order exactly re
peating General Butler's order. At this time Lieutenant-Colonel
Stetzel and Major Kleinz were in my rear, and all the prisoners
were in either the Eleventh or the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry
column.

In order that there should be no mistake. I sent, while Lieutenant
Cameron was execnting his orders, a tMlsty orderly, Private Conrd<!
Reese, to Major Wetherill, who was at his qnarters, informing him
of the orders I had rel'eived. My aide. Lieutenant Cameron, also
went to Major Wetherill, and said, "Major, Colonel Spear has re
ceived instrllctioll'3 from Major-General Butler to have all the pris
oners turned over to-night. " (See Lieut.enant Cameron's report,
second page.)

Lieutenant Cameron also reported the fact to Captain Asch, acting
assistant adjut.ant-general to General Kautz (see Lieutenant Came
ron's report). Major Wetherill was provost-marshal, and Lieutenant
Bayard his assistant, both untier direet orders to General Kautz.
I could not order them but could only inform them of my instrnc
tions, also Captain Aseh. as appears I did by Lieutenant Cameron's
report. I most positively supposed the ortier was obeyed, and was
greatly surprised 011 the morning of the 10th instant to find it was
not. I have always carried out the orders of my superiors to the
letter. aIlIl enforced the same upon all juniors, as the maintenance
of tiiseipline in all commands depends strictly and mainly upon
this course.

I inclose reports* of Lieut. Col. George Stetzel, Eleventh Penn
sylvania Cavalry; Maj. U. Kleillz, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry;
Lieut. J. Frank Camt-n'on, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, aide-de
camp; Capt. H. C. Clarke, aide-de-camp; Lieut. W. T. Carnace.
Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry; Lieut. W. E, A. Bird,
Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL P. SPEAR,

Col. 11th Pa.. Cal'., Comdg. 2d B1·ig., Kautz's Dit'. of em'.
---------- ~---------------------

* Not found.
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA.
Nell' Berne, ~N. C., .June 10.1864.

Col. J. C. V AN HOOK, or
OFFICER COMMANDING CONFEDERATE FORCES,

Littlp Wa8hinglon, N. C.:
-SIR: Your commnnication of the 3d instant was duly received,

and agreeably to your suggestion I shall send a steamer to-morrow
for the purpose of bringing away such persons as may desire to take
advantage of my offer of relief. I do not propose to enter into any
discussion concerning the burning of Washingtol1. I will simply
say that I am in no way responsible for it; that I regret it more than
you can, and that I yet bope to detect the villainR who were con
cerned in it. If you have conversed with any of the citizens con
cerning that affair I .'Inspect you will find theil' testimony to be that
the officers did their best to extinguish the flames or to prevent their
spreading. The people of North Carolina who know me know very
well that no act of vandalism or inhulUanity haR ever been sanc- .
tioned by me, and looking at this matter ill a military, aside from
a humane, aspect, I could not think of destroying a town 01' field
works that I might find it necessaqr to reoccupy at a future day.

Very respectfully, your obedIent servant,
1. N. PALMER,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEA~QUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Oold Harbor, ra., June 11, 1864.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: Coloiwl Comstock, who visited the James River for the
purpose of ascertaining the best point below Bermuda Hundred to
which to march the army, has not yet returned. It is now getting
so late, however, that all preparations may be made for the move
to-morrow night without waiting longer. The movement will be
made as heretofore agreed upon-that is, the Eighteenth Corps make
a rapid march with the infantry alone, their wagons and artillery
accompanying the balance of the army to Cole's Landing or Ferry,
and there embark for City Point, losing no time for rest until they
reach the latter point. The Fifth Corps will seize Long Bridge and
move out on the Long Bridge road to its junction with Quaker road,
or until stopped by the enemy. The other three corps will follow in
such order as yon lUay direct, one of them crossing at Long Brirlge,
and two at Jones' Bridge. After the crossing is effected the most
practicable roads will be taken to reach about Fort Powhatan. Of
course this is supposing the enemy makes no opposition to our ad
vance. The Fifth Corps, after securing the passage of the balance
of the army, will join or follow ill rear of the corps which crosses the
same bridge with themselves. The wagon trains should be kept well
east of the troops, and if a crossing can be found or made lower down
than Jones' they should take it.

Very respectfully,
U. S. GRANT.

Lie II fP /I a1/1-General.
P. S.-In view of the long march to reach Cole's Landing, and the

uncertainty of being able to embark so large a number of men there,
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the direction of the Eighteenth Corps may be change!l to White
House. They should be dil'ecte<l to load up transports and start
them as fast as loaded without waiting for the whole corps, or even
whole divisions, to go together.

U. S. G.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 11, 1864-8 p. m.

Brigadier-General RAWLINS, .
ell ief of Slaff, Armies of the United St.ate:~:

GENERAL: I send to you Mr. Van Lew from Richmond, who
claims to be a refugee. He came into our lines to-day. and was sent
to these headquarters by General Wilson. H€l .desires to see Lieu
tenant-Geneml Grant, or make known his wishes to him, and, by
direction of General Meade, I send him tOlou.

A. . HUMPHREYS•
.Major-General and Ohief of Staff.

SIGNAL STATION,
Near &tint James' Ohnrch, June 11, 1864.

J. B. DUFF,
Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

Capt. B. F. FISHER:
I have the honor to make ·the following reporj; of observations

from this station: 6 a. m.• large quantities of smoke, as if from
camp-fires, seen rising in the woods in direction due west from sta
tion, near Fail' Oaks. At a point, !Supposed to be on Nine-Mile road,
near Fair Oaks, due west from station, a heavy dust rising from 11
a. TIl. to 12 m., seemed to indicate the passage of a large column of
troops. As near as could be judged, the column was infantry, pass
ing suuthward. At the same point wa~ons and small parties of
cavalry and infantry were seen moving III different directions all
day. Small squads of cavalry were also seen passing at other points
in different directions during the day.

Respectfully submitted.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY Of THE POTOMAC,
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT,

June 11, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Ohief of Staff:
GENERAL: The following memorandum is forwarded of the infor

mation brought by Mitchell, of the Twenty-second North Carolina:
communicated last night: He says that up to WedBesday night of
this week Anderson's division. of A. P. Hill's corps, was lying in re
serve in the rear of Breckinridge's division, which was to the left of
Wilcox's (his own) division; that on Wednesda.y night Anderson
relieved Breckinri<1ge. and the next day (Thursday) it was fOUllll
that Bl'eckinridge had not oceupipd the former position uf Ander
SOli, but it wa~ well uuJel'::ltood that he ha.d go~e to the Valley.

_.~
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GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel and Deputy ProL'osl-Mal'shal-General.

- Previous to this nows had been received of the capture ot Staunton
and a consi(lerable number of prisoners by our forces, and it was
also rumored within the robe! hnes that some of our forces woro ad
vancing this way and had got a:"! far as Orange Court-Hom~e. It
waH added that subsequent to the capture of Staunton some successes
had been achieved by the Confederates in the ca\)ture of a larKe
wagon train, reported 300 in number, at a poiI~t whwh was only in
distinctly stated as being above Gordonsville.

On Thursday pease and onions were issued to Scales' brigade. }l0
tatoes to McGowan's brigade, and curried cabbage to Thomas' bl'i
~ade, all of Wilcox's division. The amounts were ample, and the
Issues were understood to have been the result of the capture.
Mitchell states that it is well known that we are not using the rail
road to the White House, and that on .Wednesday evening, lying
near General Scales, who was talking with other officers, he heard
him say that we were not preparing to use it.· He says that a large
number of scouts are empl01.oo to continually approach and reeon
noiter our lines in front, as It is their momentary expectation to find
our lines withdrawn for the ~urpose of being passed to the left to
the James River. For this, It is claimed, .full preparation has been
made. and it is gi\'en out in the rebel army that a portion of Gen
eral Beauregard's forces have occupied and intrenched Malvern Hill,
and that their liues are sufficientl,Y prolonged to connect with Mal
·'..ern Hill from their present positIOn in our front. Wileox's division
lies in front of General Birney's division of the Second Army Corps.

Very respectfully,

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 11, 18G4.

The following movements are ordered:
1. At dark on the evening of the 12th instant Brigadier-General

Wilson will move the brigade of cavalry picketing the Chicka
hominy across that swamp at. Lon~ Bridge, or that vicinity, and
out on the Long Bridge road toward the crossing of White Oak
Swamp and toward the Charles City, Central, and New Market
I'oads. The brigade will move promptly and clear the road for the
Fifth Corps. The pickets at the crossings of the Chickahominy will
remain until relieved by infantry pickets.

2. During Saturday, the 11th instant, Major-General Warren
will move the two dIvisions of bis corps, now held in reserve, to
Moody's' by way of Parsley's Mill, Prospect Church, &c., so as to
avoid the observation of the enemy. At dark on the evening of the
12th instant he will move his whole corps to Long Bridge by the
shortest route, cross the Chickahominy, and move on the road to
White Oak Swamp bridge (called LQng Bridge road) and hold that
road, looking toward the crossings of White Oak Swamp and the
Charles City, Central, and New Market roads, (luring the passage
of the army toward James River. He will follow the Second Corps
toward Charles City Court-House. General Warren will picket the
crossings of the Chiekahominy 011 his fiank while moving to Long
Bridge, relieving the cavahy pickets.
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3. Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, Eighteenth Corps, will withdraw as
soon after dark as practieable OB the evening of the 12th instant.
and move by way of Parsley's Mill, Prospect. Church. Hopewell
Church, TUllstall's Station, to White House, where he will embark
and proceed to Bermuda Hundred. Upon reaching Tunstallil
Station his artillery and trains will join the main trains of the
army.

4. Major-General Burnside, Ninth Corps, will withdraw as soon
after dark as practicable on the evening of the 12th instant, and
move by way of Allen's Mill (or by roads avoiding Smith's route);
then n0rth of the south fork of the Matadequin to Burton's, thence
Rast Hughes', Watts', Clopton's, Turner's Store, &c., to Tunstall's
Station, or by any adjoimng route avoiding Smith's that may be
found to Tunstall's Station. At Tunstall's Station the corps of
General Smith has precedence. When it has cleared the way, Gen
eral Burnside will move to Jones' Bridge, taking care not to inter
fere with routes of other corps, past Baltimore Cross-Roads and
Emmaus Church. Where the routes of the Sixth and Ninth Corps
unite, about 3 miles from Jones' Bridge, the eorps that reaches the
point first will have precedence. After crossing at Jones' Bridge
Major-General Burnside will take the route passing east of Charles
City Court-House, by Vandorn's [Vaiden's], Clopton's, and Tyler's
Mill. .

5. Major-General Wright, Sixth Corps, will withdraw as soon
after dark as practicable on the evening of the 12th instant. to the
intrenched line in his rear, from Allen's Pond to Elder Swamp, and,
in conjunction with the Second Corps, hold that line until the roads
for the Sixth and Second Corps are well cleared by the Fifth Corps,
when the two corps will withdraw. General Wright will mo,-e by
way of Cold Harbor, Taylor's, J. P. Parsley's, Widow Via's, Goode's,
and Hopkins' Mill to Moody's; and thence by way of Emmaus
Church to Jones' Bridge, preceding or following the Ninth Corps,
a.'l already indicated, where the routes unite. After crossing the
Chickahominy, General Wright will take the route to Charles City
Court-House by Vandorn's rVaiden's]. •

6. Major-General Hancock, Second Corps, will withdraw as soon
after dark as practicable on the evening of the 12th instant to the
intrenched line in his rear from Allen's Pond to Elder Swamp. and
hold that line, in conjunction with the Sixth Corps, until the roads
for the Second and Sixth Corps are well cleared, when he will move
by routes in his rear to the Dispatch Station road, avoiding the
roads of the Sixth Corps, and by Dispatch Station and the shortest
route to Long Bridge. He will look out for the crossings of the
Chickahominy on his flank while passing. After crossing the
Chickahominy, General Hancock will move toward CharlC'S City
Court-House, by way of Saint Mary's Church, Walker's, &c.

7. Brigadier-General Ferrero will move his division at dark on
the evening of the] 2th instant to tho trains of the army near 'White
House or Cumberland, and cover them during the movement.

8. Thfl trains will move to the Windsor Shades, and cross the
Chickahominy in that vicinity. They will take such routes as not
to interfere with the movements of the troops.

H. The hrigade of cavalry on the right will withdraw at the same
titue as the Sixth awl Second Corps, and elose in on the rear or the
army arul cover it and the trains during the movement.

- - - .. ,. do:
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

10. Corps commanders will see that every precaution is taken to
insure the rapid execution of this movement, and that the troops
move promptly and quickly on the march.

11. Headquarters during the movement will be at Pollard's or
Cedar Grove, near Long Bridge, and until established there will be
on the route of the Sixth Corps as far as Emmaus Church.

12. Eight canvas and eight wooden pontoons will accompany
the Fifth Corps to Long Bridge. The engineers will establish
bridges at Jones' Bridge_with the remaining ei/;{ht canvas pontoons
ana the wooden pontoons of the Sixth Corps. The wooden pontoons
of the Second Corps will accompany the main trains of the army.

13. The pickets .of the several corps will be withdrawn at tho
same hour from the line of intrenchments before daylight of the
13th instant, and will follow the routes of their respective corps.

14. The corps will take with them on the march merely those
light headquarters wagons, ammunition wagons, ambulancetl, &c.,
specified for the march across the Rapidan. All others will be sent
at once to the main trains of the army. I

15. The depot at White House will be continued for the present
with its permanent garrison, but all supplies, &c., for this army will
be moved to the James River, leaving 50,000 rations of subsistence
and 30,000 rations of forage, in addition to supplies for the garrison.
On the arrival of Major-Generals Sheridan and Hunter, the post at
White House will be broken up and transferred to Yorktown, fl'om
which place the commanding officer will report his arrival to these
headquarters.

By command of Major-General Meade:

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. SECOND ARMY CORPS,
No. 152. f June 11, 18M.

Col. John Fraser, One hundred and fortieth Pennsylvania Volun
teers, will report forthwith to Brigadier-General Gihbon, command
ing Second Division, for assignment to the command of a brigade.

By command of Major-General Hancol'k :
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. F,RST BRIGADE, FIRST DIV., SECOND CORPS,
June 11, 1864.

Maj, JOH~ HANCOCK,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

~AJOR: I have the honor of reporting that the enemy opened this
~venillg on my line from a Coehorll mortar, firing (j or 8 shots. Some
of the shots fell in front and some in rear of my line of battle,
wounding 7 privates of the Second New York Heavy Artillery.
The mortar is behind the enemy's second line of works, between a
section of artillery. From a signal station in rear of Brown's bat
tery, the men workin~ the mortar could be plainly seen. I send by
orderl:y _a fragment of oue of shot fired.

Very respectfully,
NELSON A. MILES,

Colonel, Comrrw,nding Pirst Brigade.

b.: _ j.
I!W.. ~__ •
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ORDERS.]

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
Moody's House, J1me 11, 1864-6.30 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
My command is all in camp Mordered. I have had roads repaired

so far and will work again to-morrow beyond here. I think the
country is such that we can move the two divisions that are here so
as to be at the river at dark, if necessary, without observation. I
picket all around my cam]) to prevent my men from straying out or
spies from getting through our lines as far as I am able. I have St'ut
you some deserters to-day. Can get no infonnation of enemy being
south of White Oak Swamp, except near James River, where the
bluffs are fortified. Hill's corps is supposed to bt3 between Savage
Station and the Chickahominy or thereabouts. .Deserters are from
Heth's division.

G. K. WA~REN.

HEADQUAJtTERS SIXTH CORPS,
June 11, .1864-6.30 a. ro.

Brigadier-General Russell, commanding First Division, will detail
650 men; Brigadier-General Neill, commanding Second Division,
will detail 700 men; Brigadier-General Ricketts, commanding Third
Division, will detail 500 men, and Major Beers, commanding En~i
neer Battalion, will detail 150 men, with the proper number of com
missioned and nou-commissioned officers, to report this morning
punctually at 9 o'clock to Cal)tain Michler, U. S. Engineers, at Cold
Harbor. A field officer wil be placed in command of the detail
from each division. Each detail will be sent, under charge of a
staff officer, to Cold Harbor, where they will be received by a staff
officer from these headquarters, and the senior officer placed in com
mand of the whole. Major Beers, commanding Engineer Battalion,
will send 1,400 spades, 500 picks, 100 axes to the same place at the
same hour.

By command of Major-General Wright:
C. H. WHITTELSEY,

Assistant Adj1tlant-Gener(d.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 11, 1864-3.15 p. m.

Major-General BURNSIDE:
The inclosed dispatc1l just received from Major-General Smith is

respectfully communicated to you for your information. Can't you
silence the battery?

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLI f •.

~l!)sislrl'lll Adjutant-G' n mI.
[Inclosllr<>.)

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEEN1'H _ R~IY ORP.,
J1tne 11 1 64-3 p. Ill.

General WILLIAMS:
There is a battery on General Burl1side'R fl' nt that < nuo." m"

cOlUmand very much. Can he not do s()methill~ to il 11' it.?
"WM. F. -, fITH.

[ajo,.-G~I ral.

Cooglt
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS, •
Jnne 11, 1864-6.:W p. m.

Major-General MEADE, Comdg. Army of the Potomac:
My attention has just heen called to a letter written hy Mr. Swin

tml, corri:lspondent of the New York Times, and now a follower of
this army. The paragraph marked with pencil in the inclosed
paper· is plainly a libel upon the Ninth Corps, as well as upon my
splfo He speaks of some dispatches which had been receiv(\II from
me during the morning, which would indicate that he had learned
their contents from the telegraph operator or otherwise. The official
reports 8how a loss from two small divisions of this corps of over
1,000 men during the assault, and the divisions established them
selves close upon the main line of the enemy, ready for another
assault. I beg that this man immeJiately receive the justice which
was so justly meted out to another libeller of the press a day or two
since, or that I be allowed to arrest and punish him myself. This is
Dot his first offense.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

j[njor-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
JlIlI('. 11, 1864-7.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE, Cormnanding Ninth Corps:
'The commap.ding general directs that the regular troops now with

you must join the Fifth Oorpl:i to-morrow.
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
~M(/jor-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY OORPS,
June 11, 1864.

General SETH WILLIAMS, Assistant AcUlltanf-G(,lleral:
Your dispatch in reference to re~ular troops is received, and the

troops will be sent to the Fifth OO~'ps to-morrow morning, if you
will inform mjl where they will find them. Please say to the com
malllling general that I am very sorry that he has found it necessary
to take away from this corps some of its best troops upon the eve of
an important movement, a portion of which forms the provost
guard of the corps, which is so necessary in a march. I have now
fewer men present for duty by several thousand than any other
corps in the army.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
_ _ ~l[~l.ior-_(~:,!I:'ral.

--
*Not fOWld.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY OORPS,
June 11, 1864-!l,lO p. m.

General WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjntant-General :
Please inform me where I shall order the regular regiments to

report, and by what route to move.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TH~ POTOMAC,
June 11, 1864-!l,45 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE,
. Commanding Ninth Corps:

ThIJ regular troops are to report to General Warren at Moody's,
]lot far from Dispatch Station. They had better take the route via.
Leary's, PrOHpect Church. Hopkins' Mill, across the railroad to .
Moody's, which is 011 the map gIven you by Major Duane to-day.

. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

•

HDQRS. FIRST BRIG., FIRST DIV., NINTH CORPS,
June 11, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General LEDLIE.
C'omma.ndi'llf} F'irst Division:

SIR: The cavalry posted on picket on the right have sent in infor
mation to tho Fi fty-sixth [Massachusetts] Regimeut that a line of
hattle is approaching them, and they expect. an attack. They do
not say whether cavalry or infantry. Further information will be
forwarded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
J. P. GOULD,

Colonel, Commanding.'

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION,
Thompson's House, June 11, 1864.

B. C. CHRIST,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Lieutenant RICHARDS,
Adiny Assistant A!Urlianf-General:

SIR: I have the honor to report that there is no change on my
immediate front this Jl1oruing. There is less firing by the enemy's
picket this morning than formerly.

Yours, very respectfully,

WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General.

. EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
June 11, 1864-9 a. m.

Major-General HU?tfPHREYS, Chief 'of Sta.tf:
All quiet on my front. GfJI1eral Ames reports that there were no

camp fires in rear of the enemy's lines last mght, as have been usual.
All exterior indications show that the enemy is not in as gr.eat force
as before on my front.

HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

Near Gibson's House, June 11, 1864-8 a. m.
Major-General H U?tIPHREYS,

Oll ief of Stoff, A filly of the Potomac:
In punmanCt' of your orders of last night, Colonel McIntosh, with

his brigade of cavalry, supported by one brigade of colored troops,
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J. H. WILS ,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

on the picket-liue, pushed out on the road to B(\thesda Church and
Shady Grove at 4.30 a. m., met the enemy's pickets just beyond
Gilman's Mill, and drove them rapidly back upon the rehel intrench
ments, compelling them to leave arms and accouterments in their
flight. One prisoner from the First South Carolina Volunteer',
Field's division, Longstreet's corps. Colonel McIntosh found a
strong line of log intrenchments~covered with earth, fully a half
mile beyond Bethesda, and behind which infantry were seen in fore"
our men getting close up and in full view of theIr tents, camps, aJl(i
lines of troops, of which there were several already formed when o1\l'

advance ap'proached. The works are in an open field, about It qmtr
ter of a mile from the edge of the woods, on this side, running Ileal'
th(\_~int. marked" Brick-kiln," and apparently covering the roads
to Cold Harbor and Mechanicsville.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

THIRD DIV., CAV. CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 11, 1864-8.30 a. Ill.

[General HUMPHREYS:]
GENERAL: The column toward Shady Grove pushed tho nerny

to their old lines beyond Bowles' house. Their pickets wero light,
and made but little resistance. Our loss will be 4 or 5 killed and U
or 8 wounded. There seemed to be but a. very small cavalry force,
and none outside of their infantry line except the pickets. I shall
avail myself of the presence of the colored troops to fortify my
picket-line.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 11, 18H4-9A5 a. rn.

Brigadier-General WILSON, COl1ulg. Cavalry Dil~i8ion :
Your dispatches of 8 and 8.30 a. m. are received. The command

ing general directs that the enemy be watched during th day, and
if no movements on his part take place indicating important change.',
you can withdraw to your former position, sending Ferrero's brigado
back to him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HDQRS. THIRD CAV. DIV., ARMY OF THE POTOMAC',
June 11, 18U4.

Major-General HUMPHREYS:
I send herewith a deserter from the Arsenal Battalion, who came

across the ChickahomillY this morning. He says Breckinridge went
Wednesday nigpt to Staunton with his troops. They seem to look
lor us to cross the Chickahominy below Bottomts Bridge.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Briyad'ier-Ueneml.
48 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III

[( IlL C by Google
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POINT LOOKOUT, June 11, 1864.
(Received 7.30 p. m.)

A. G. DRAPER,
Culonel, Commanding District.

Hon. E. M. STANTON:
By authority from Major-General Butler I am about to start on

an expedition to the Virginia shore with. a detachment of the
Thirty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops, 50 cavalry from Leonardtown,
and 100 sailors. I leave the pt'isoners perfectly secure. I have ob
tained three additional gun-boats, makin~ five in all, to lie off the
narrow causewa)T leading to the prisoners camp. I have ten pieces
of artillery in position at the stockades across the causeways. A
line of infantry bivouacked beside the stockades, which are loop
holed for musketry, and at which the entire garrison is to rally 10

case of an alarm. No traIlHports are allowed to remain at the wharf
by night.

JUNE 11, 1864.
Colonel DRAPER,

Point Lookout:
I am ready for the oxpedition as follows: One hundred sailors to

go with you from near Machodoc ; one gun-boat to lie at Machodoo
Cove River and Yocomico; two gun-boats up Rappahannock, three
at Point Lookout. All will be ready at sunset, and meet you at
Point Lookout, unless you wish to postpone for a day or so because
of rainy weather, which is coming on. Captain Street brings a fine
chart with him. Please answer.

T. H. EASTMAN,
FYotiJ.la Captain.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harbor, Va., June 11, 1864.

Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER,
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina:

GENERAL: The movement to transfer this army to the south side
of James River will commence after dark to-morrow night. Col
onel Comstock, of my staff, was sent specially to ascertain what was
necessary to make your position secure in the interval, during which
the enemy might use most of his force against you, and also to
ascertain what point on the river we should reach to effect a cross
ing, if it should not be practicable to reach this side of the river at
Bermuda Hundred. Colonel Comstock has not yet returned, so
that I cannot make instructions as definite as I would wish, but the
time between this and Sunday night being so short in which to get
word to you, I must do the best I can.

Colonel Dent goes to make arrangements for gun-boats and trans
portation to send up the Chickahominy to take to you the Eighteenth
Corps. This corps will leave its IXlsition in the trenches as early in
the evening to-morrow as possible, and make a forced march to
Cole's Lau(ling or Ferry, where it should reach by 10 a. m. the
following mornin~. ThIS corps numbers now 15.300 men. They
take with them uelther wagons nor artillery, these lat~r marching

" ,
Mti
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,.

with the balance of the army to the James River. The remainder
of the army will cross the Chickahominy at LOIl~ Bridge and at
Jones' and strike the river at the mOHt practicable crossing below
City Point. I directed several days ago that all re-enforcements for
the army should be sent to you. I am not advised of the number
that may have gone, but SUPI)()8e you have received from 6,000 to
10,000. General Smith will a so reach yOll as soon as the enemy
could going by the way of Richmond. Tho balance of the force
will not be more than one day behind, unless detained by the whole
of Lee's army, in which case you will be strong enough.

I wish you to direct. the proper staff officers, your chief engineer
and chief quartermaster, to commence at once the collection of all
the means m their reach for crossing the army on its arrival. If
there is a point below City Point where a pontoon bridge can be
thrown, have it laid. Expecting the arrival of the Eighteenth
Corps by Monday night, if you deem it practicable from the force
you now have to seize and hold Petersburg, you may prepare to
start on arrival of troops to hold your present lines. I do not want
Petersburg visited, however, unless it is held, nor an attempt to
take it unless you feel a reasonable degree of confidence of success.
If you should go there, I think troops should take nothing with them
except what they carry, depending upon supplies being sent after
the place is secured. If Colonel Dent should not succeed in secur
ingthe requisite amount of transportation for the Eighteenth Corps
before reaching you, please have the balance supJ!lied.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedIent servant,
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

P. S.-on reflection, I will send the Eighteenth Corps. by way of
White House. The distance which they will have to march will be
enough shorter to enable them to reach you about the same time,
and the uncertainty of navigation on the Chickahominy will be
avoided.

U. S. G.

General BUTLER:
The One hundred

strong, have arrived.

BERMUDA, June 11, 1864.

and thirty-fourth Ohio, 100-days' men, 850
Shall I land them?

FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

BERMUDA., June 11, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER:

Another Ohio regiment has arrived. I have taken the responsi
bility to disembark them here, as the vessels cannot go up the Appo
mattox, and as the captains of transports have orders to return to
White HOllse llS soon as possible for more troops. Is this all right?

C. E. FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel, &:c.
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PORT MONROE, June 11, 1864:.

JUNE 11, 1864.

JUNE 11, 1 64.

Major-General BUTLER:
We have material ready for ext.ension of telegraph from James

town Island, by way of Swan's Point, Cabin Point, Garysville, to
the Appomattox. Can we uow have the necessary ~rotection and
assistance for our building parties aud tho line? There appears
to be call for it now; will hurry it up.

G. D. SHELDON.

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, June 11, 1864-11.05 a. m.

Lieut. Col. H. BIGGS,
Ohief Quartermaster, Fort ~},fonroe:

COLONEL: Lieutenant-General Grant desires the saw-mills at Fert
Monroe to saw out all tho 2-inch plank possible, and that it be put
upon barges and held subject to his orders.

M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General.

Major-General GILLMORE
The One hundred and thirty-fourth and Ono hundred and sixty

third Ohio Regiments have arrived, and been ordered to r port to
the left of the line, subject to your orders.

R. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Ad:iutant-Gen al.

Ganeral WEITZEL:
Don't you think it would be well to construct a strong l' doubt on

the high ground beyond the ravine ill Turner's front? It is a good
position for enfilading tho enemy's lines.

Q. A. GILLMORE,
Major-General.

GENERAL BUTLER'S HEADQUARTERS,
June 11, 1 04- .25 a. m.

General GILLMORE:
A redoubt like the one in front of No.1 would be a good thin .

It ought to afford no cover to an enemy, aud ought to be op n ill

real'.
G. WEITZEL

Brigadi -Get ·aZ.
[Indorsement.]

11TH.

Colonel Abbot will please make au examination of the high gr und
in front of ravine on extreme left. An escort will b n yt
make a thorou~h examination. Call on G neral Turner for i Th
best position WIll probably be found n ady due 'outh from t r
No.4.

Q. A. GILL ,
Major-Gen ral.

[, ,t,zee Coogle
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GENERAL ORDERS. ~ HDQRS. 1ST DIV., 10TH ARMY CORPS,

. \ In the Field, neal' Cudis', T"n.,
No. 11. J June 11, 1864.

In pursuance of instructions. from Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry,
commanding, now unfitted for duty by illness, the undersigned as
sumes temporary command of this uivisioll.

J. B. HOWELL,
Colouel Eiyhfy-fifth Penn!lyh'(l1l in J'oluuteers.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Point of Rocks, Va., June 11, 1864.

Col. F. B. POND, Comma1lding Brigade:
COLON'EL : The One hundred and thirty-fourth Ohio, loo.days'

men, have arrived at Bermuda Hundred, and have been as.c;igned to
this command. On their arrival here they will be directed to report
to you, and the ~eneral commalluing directs that they be camped
between your regIment (Sixty-second Ohio) and the line of intrench
ments.

P. A. DAVIS,
~ltl)fltin and Assistant Adjutant-General.

JUNE 11, 1864-7.30 a. m.
General BUTLER:

Colonel ArmstronK. with an Ohio reKiment of l00-days' men, has
just arrived here. Shall he lanel at Bermuda or Point of Rocks ?

HINKS,
General.

M. J. ASCH,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjtdant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, ~ HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
. In the Field, near Point of Rocks, Va.,

No.5. June 11, 1864.
The following reorganization of the cavalry division is herewith

announced :
. First Brigade-Third New York Cavalry, Fifth Pennsylvania Cav

aIry; Second Brigade-Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, First Dis
trict of Columbia Cavalry. No change will be made in the position
of'the regiments in the line of intrenchments until further orders.

By command of Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz:

FLAG-SHIP AOAW AM,
James Rit'er, JUlIe 11, 1864.

(Via Fort Monroe, 3.30 a. m. 12th. Received 11 a. m.)
Ron. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy:

Professor Maillefert reports the torpedoes sent as too small to be
effective. They should oe 18 inches long by 14 inches in diameter,
to contain 150 pounds powder. I request that several of this size be
furnished soon.

S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

L ILL by Google
. \. 0_.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THF: POTOMAC,
Jltne 12, 1t{ti4. (Received 13th.)

Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON,
&cretary of War:

I have received your dispatch to Mr. Dana of the loth instant
and desire to return to the President and yourself my most gratef~
thanks. The uniform kindness I have ever received from both ofIOU
led me to feel confident no mere report to my discredit woul be
accepted by either of 'ou without the strongest evidence to sustain
it. The expression 0 your cOntinued confidence is most gratify
ing, and I beg to assure you it shall be my earnest endeavor to
prove myself worthy of your good opinion in any position it
should be thought the public interests require me to serve.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~ HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
No. 34. f Camp near Cold Harbor, Va., June 12, 1864.

I. Brig. Gen. J. J. Abercrombie, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby re
lieved from command at White House, Va., aud will proceed to
Washington, D. C., and report to the Adjutant-General of the Army
for orders. .

II. Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, commanding Army of the Poto
mac, will assign Brig. Gen. George W. Getty, U. S. Volunteers, to
the command of the garrison at White House, Va.

III. Brig. Gen. H. L. Eustis, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby relieved
from duty with the Army of the Potomac, and will at once proceed
to Washmgton, D. C., and report to the Adjutant-General of the
Army and await orders.

• • • • • • •
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 12, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding &cond Corps:

In looking over the maps it appears to be highly probable that a
road can be found from D. Higgins' or W. Anderson's across to
Ratcliffe's old tavern, which would give a route for your corps out
of reach of shelling from the south bank of the Chickahominy. This
would cross the railroad just above the mill-pond llesr Dispatch
Station. This route would run from Miss Wicker's to Martin's,
Hollins', Madison's, Tucker's, P. Higgins', D. Higgins', W. Ander
son's, Ratcliffe's old tavern, &c.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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H. G. WRIGHT.
Major- General, CommancUng.

CIRcULAR.]

CIRCULAR.]

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS,
.Illite It, 1864.

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding Second Corps:

GENERAL: Your communication received. My leading division
has started. I would like to have you withdraw General Gibbon
when I withdraw General Ricketts (my last division). My picket
will be withdrawn at 2, and I will notify officers of the day of other
corps as far as possible. I will be at your headquarters very soon.

Very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
• JWIB 12, 1864-8. 30 a. m.

At about 10 o'clock this morning the major-general commanding
would be pleased to see division commanders at his headquarters,
provided they can leave their lines with safety at that time.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjllta·nt-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
Cold Ha·rbor, Fa., June 12, lR64.

The following movements are ordered for to-night: At 8.30 p. m.
the Second Division will withdraw from its advanced position and
occupy that portion of the newly constructed rifle-pits between Cold
Harbor and Elder Swamp. At the same time the First Division
will withdraw from its advanced position and mass near Livesay's
house. At the same time that part of the Third Division between
the left of the First Division and the swamp will withdraw, and be
moved to npoint on the Dispatch road to the left and rear of the
division. The remainder of the division will hold tho intrenchments
they now occupy. The picket-line will be strengthened, and a few
reliable regiments left in the advanced rifle-pits until the greater
part of the division is withdrawn.

The artillery will be withdrawu at dark, prece<,1ing the infantry a."l
-follows: The batteries on Gonoral Birney's line, under his direction;
two batteries on General Gibbon's line to ho assigned to his division
on the march, and withdrawn under his direction; two batteries on
General Barlow's line to be assigned to his division on the march,
and withdrawn under his direction. The remaining batteries to be
withdrawn under direction of the chief of artillery, after consulta
tion with division commanders, and to be parkml Ileal' the Livesay
house. As soon as these six batteries and the hattalion of heavy
artillery (Fourth New York) are ready to move, they willlJroceed to
the Higgins house by the road designated to Lieutenant Fmrehild by
Lieutenant-Colonel Morgan this moming". If on reaching the Hig
gins house it is found that the road to Dispatch Station has heen
cleared by the Fifth Corps, thEl reserve batteries awl battalions of
heavy artillery will follow the route of the Fifth Corps to the vicinity
of Long Bridge.
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The First Division will move on the sa.me road at an hour to he
designated after General Barlow has massed near the Livesay
house. Geneml Gibbon will move his division immediately in rear
of the First, being notified from these headquarters when to vacate
the line taken up at 8.:30. General Birney will have a staff officer
at Higgins' to notify him when the First Division has entered the
Dispatch roao, when he will commence the march,. following the
Second Division, when he reaches the point where his line of march
intersects that of the other divisions. The pickets will be with
drawn at such an hour as may be hereafter designated, under the
general direction of the corps officer of the day, Lieutenant-Colonel
Hammell, Sixty.sixth New York Volunteers. Those of the First
and Second Divisions will assemble at the Livesay house, and take
the route of the First and Second Divisions. Those of the Third
Division will take the Dispatch road. The pickets of the three
divisions will assemble at the point where the lines of march inter
sect, near the Higgins hou~e, ~nd from. that point will constitute
the rear guard, under the dIrectIOn of the corps officer of the day.

Gen.eral Birney will relieve the pickets of the Fifth Corps as far
as Bottom's Bridge as soon as practicable. These pickets will join
the pic~ts of the Third Division as they pass along. Fifteen am
bulances and one medical wagon will move with each division. The
remaining ambulances, with hospital and medical wa~ons, will move
at dark to Tunstall's Station, and from there to the VICinity of Long
Bridge, parking and awaiting the arrival of the corps. Such men
as are absolutely unable to march will be sent at once to the corps
hospital for transportation to the train. Division commanders are
requested to adopt measures to prevent the men from falling in rear
of the column and into the hands of the enemy, as happened in the
last night march.

By command of Major-General Hancock :
. FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant AdJutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERB SECOND ARMY CORPS,
June 12, 1864.

The following modification is made to the order for movement to
night: It is thought a road can be found which the First and Second
Divisions and the reserve artillery can take, which instead of inter
secting the Dispatch Station road at Widow Higgins' does not inter
sect it until after the Dispatch Station road crosses the railroad. If
an examination shows this road to be practicable, the First and
Second Divisions and the reserve artillery will take it, and the Third
Division will continue its march on the Dispatch Station road to
Ratcliffe's Tavern, or till it meets the line of march of First and
Second Divisions. General Birney will have a staff officer at Hig
gins' who will be notified when the Third Division should start.
The picketS will follow the routes of their respective divisions to
the point of intersection, when they will form rear guard as hereto
fore directed. Each division will be followed by its own ammuni
tion and ambulance train. Corps headquarters train will move at
the head of First Division train.

By order of Major-General Hancock: . ~'
FRAN CIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Acjjumnl-Genemlo.

o

.~
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HEADQl:' ARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,
.Tune [12], 1864.

COMMANDING OFFICER ARTILLERY BRIGADE:
Your reserve batteries will follow General Gibbon's division,

which is ordered to move. General Birney moves first, then Gen
eral Gibbon, both following the road taken by General Barlow this
noon.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of staff.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, SECOND CORPS,
June 12, 1864.

Capt. W. R. DRIVER, .
ASlnstant A(~jutant-General, Second Armv Corp.'l:

CAPTAIN: In compliance with circular of the 11th instant from
headquarters Second Army Corp~, I have the honor to submit the
following statement of the organization of this division, with the
llames of brigade and regimental commanderR :

Third Division, Second Army Corps, Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, com
manding:

First Brigade, Col. Thomas W. Egan, Fortieth New York Volun
teers. commanding: Seventeenth Maine Volunteers, Capt. John C.
Perry commanding; Fortieth New York Volunteers, LIeut. Col. A.
J. Warner commanding; Eighty-sixth New York Volunteers, Maj.
M. B. Stafford commanding; One hundred and twenty-fourth New
York VolunteArs, Capt. H. S. Murray commanding; Ninety-ninth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Maj. J. W. Moore commanding; One
hundred and tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Lieut. Col. E. E. Lewis
commanding; One hundred and forty-first PennsyIvania Volunteers,
Col. H. J. Madill commanding; Twentieth Indiana Volunteers, Col.
W. C. L. Taylor commanding; Second U. S. Sharpshooters, Maj.
E. T. Rowell commanding. .

Second Brigade, Col. Thomas R. Tannatt, First Massachusetts
Heavy Artillery, commanding: Fourth Maine Volunteers, Fifth
Michigan Volunteers, Fifty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, Sixtr'
third Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred and fifth PennsylvRllla
Volunteers, Ninety-third New York Volunteers, First U. S. Sharp-
shooters, First Massachusetts Heavy Artillery. •

. Third Brigade, Brig. Gen. G. Mott, U. S. Volunteers, command
ing: Fifth New' Jersey Volunteers, Capt. Henry H. Woolsey com
manding; Sixth New Jersey Volunteers, Capt. Joseph Hays com
manding; Seventh New Jersey Volunteers, Maj. Frederick Cooper
commanding; Eighth New Jersey Volunteers, Maj. Virgil M. Healy
commanding; Eleventh New Jersey Volunteers, Col. Robert McAl
ister commanding; One hundred and fifteenth Pennsylvania Volun
teers, Lieut. Col. John P. Dunne commanding; l:)ixteenth Massa
chusetts Volunteers, Maj. Samuel W. Richardson commanding;
First Maine Heavy Artillerr.i Col. Daniel Chaplin commanding.

Fourth Brigade, Col. WIl iam R. Brewster, Seventy-third New
York Volunteers, commanding: Seventieth New York Volunteers
(First Excelsior), Maj. rCapt.] William H. Hugo commanding; Sev
enty-first New York Volunteers (Second Excelsior), Lieut. Col.
Thomas Rafferty commanding; Seventy-spcolld New York Volun
teers (Third Excelsior), Lieut. Col. John Leonard commanding;
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D. B. BIRNEY,
MajO'r-General of Volu,.teers.

Seventy-third N(\w York Voluuteers (Fourth Excelsior). Lieut,. Co..
Michael W. Burns commanding; Seventy-fourth New York Volull
teers (Fifth Excelsior), Col. Thomas Holt commanding; One hun
dred and twentieth New York Volunteers, Lieut. Col. John R. Ta~
pen commanding; Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteers, Col. Will
Iam Blaisdell commanding; Eighty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Caj)t. Joseph Delehunt commanding.

Respectfully submitted.

HEADQlTARTER8 FIFTH ARMY CORP8,
Moody's House, June 12, 1864-2.45 p. m.

Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff:
GENERAL: Major Roebling has just returned from a reconnais

sance below. Th" Long Bridge is a bad place to force a ~assage.
It is at present picketed by a small force of the Second North Caro
lina; the men on picket think it is cavalry, judging from their
uniform. They talk to each other. Deserters from points above
are from Ransom's bri~ade, they say. The Second North Carolina
Infantry is in Ramseur s brigade, Ewell's corps. The approach to
Long Bridge is on this side, over a narrow ueck, with a swam~ on
each side. About 3 miles below is a good ford, it is said, at Pol
lard's. The enemy has no pickets below Long Bridge, so that Col
onel ChaJ?man, with the cavalry brigade, had better cross at least a
pa.rt of hIS command there, and come up and open the Long Brid~e
crossing. I will sugg(\st it to him. I have started the ponroon tram
out now, as they can go all the way under cover. Unless the enemy
bothers us at the crossing we shall be well out of the way of every
body. The distance from Long Bridge to Jones' Bridge is repor ed
by the cavalry to be greater than indicated on the map. It 18 id
to be about 1) miles.

G. K. WARREN
Major- General, Com'tncLndiftg.

LONG BRIDGE, June 12, 1 64-10 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS:

General Wilson has crossed over some men, and they ar om
mencing to lay the bridge. Ayres' division is biv.ouacked, waitin
for the cavalry to get out of the way. Crawford i m :lng.
shall close the corps all up at this point, so as to ke p th r ad I r
behind me. The euemy fired a little.

Respectfully,
G. 'K. WARRE ,

Major- Gene-ral.

CIRCPLAR ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORP,
June 1 1 64.

It is required to have everything in readiness to move this v n
ing at 6 p. m.

By commanu of Major-General Warren:
A. S. MARVIN, JR.•

Assistant Alljufant-G I ~ L
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ORDERS.)

* *

HEADQtTARTERR FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
.lulU' I:!, 1HfH-f>.15 p. m.

* * * * *

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General, (!o'nmwnding.

L~ .. ·

4. The command will move promptly at. (j p. m. in tlw following
order: General Ayres' division leadinK, followetl by artillery at- .
tached to his divisIOn; General Crawford's division following; then
the reserve artillery, under Colonel Wainwright.

By command of Major-General Warran:
, A, S. MARVIN, JR.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS,
June 12, 1864.

General GRIFFIN:
You will move with your division and General Cutler's as soon as

you can this evening, without the observation of the enemy, via
Saint James' Church, Ratcliffe's old tavern, Ruckle's, and White
Hall, to the Long Bridge, on the Chickahominy. You will be fol
lowed by the Second Corps. Leave a small picket force to watch
the Chickahominy, to retire themselves at 3 a. m. to-morrow. You
will relieve any cavalry pickets you find along the Chickahominy
after you cross the railroad, and these will withdraw at 3 a. m. to
morrow, all the pickets following the route of the corps to Long
Bridge. You will move as promptly as you can, keeping well closed
up, so as to clear the road for the Second Corps, but must halt, if
necessary, for the cavalry and for the pontoon trains and the other
divisions of the corps, if our roads sliould come together. I send
you the best map I have, but may have a better one this evening;
and also a guide to conduct your column after crossing the railroad;
but make the best arrangements you can to get along with them. I
send you a copy of this for General Uutler.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June ]2, lSlj4-!l,45 a. m.

Major-General WRIGHT, Comclg. SiJ'lh Corps: .
Please report whether General Getty has yet joined you; if not,

do you know where he is? '
So WILLIAMS,

Assi.'itaut Adjl!f<lnt-General.

SIXTH ARMY CORPS, June 12, 18G4-1O a. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS:

General Getty has not yet returned. His aide has arrived and
reports that the general will rejoin the army in a day or two.

H. G. WRIGHT,
J-[ujur-Ge Iteral.
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ORDERS.]

I

I

HEADQUARTERR RIXTH CORPS,
June 12, 1864.

Immediately aftf'r (lark ·the corps will be withdrawn from its pres
ent position to the new line of intrenchments, which it is to hold in
connection with the Secowl Corps till the road to be followed is 'veIl
cleared of other troops. when it will move to Jones' Bridge, by way
of Cold Harbor, Tarlm"s, J. Parsley's, Widow Via's, Goode's, Hop
kins' Mill to Moooy s, and thence to the bridge by way of Emmaus
Church. After crossing the Chickahominy, the corJ?s will move to
Charles City Court-House by way of Vandorn's [VaIden's]. Divis
ion commanders will examine the new line of intrenchments to-day,
with a view to taking up without confusion the positions they are
to occupy.

On withdrawing from the new line the order of march will be as
follows: First, First Division, with one battery; second, artillery;
third, hospital· wagons, &c.; fourth, Second Division, followed by
a hattery; fifth, Third Division, with a battery, two pieces of
which will precede the last hrigade, and two without caIssons the
rear guard. The pickets holding their present line with their re
serves in the front line of intrenchments will he withdrawn before
daylight in conjullction with those of other corps (the exact time of
withdrawal to be fixed hereafter), and will follow and join their com
manos as soon as rracticable, under the direction of the corps officer
of the day. Hal of the ammunition wagons and such wagoIls of
the m€ldical department as in the opinion of the medical director
can he dispense!l with, will at once be sent to join the main trains at
Tunstall's Station. .

By command of Major-General Wright:
C. H. WHITTELSEY,

AssisfantAdjutant-General.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, SIXTH CORPS,
June 12, 1864.

The following detail is ordered for picket, and the commanding
officer of each detail will report to Major Daggett, Fifth Maine Vol
unteers, division officer of the day: First Brigade, 120 men, properly
officered; Second Brigade, 200 men, properly officered; Third Bn
gade, ~o men, properly officered; Fourth Brigade, 100 men, properly
officered. This dIvision will probably be withdrawn to-night, and
brigade commanders will hold their commands in readiness to move
soon after dark. Further orders will be given through staff officers
from these hearlquarters. The above detail for pkket will be made.
as far as practicable. from the troops now occupying the front line.

By command of Brigadier-General Russell :
HENRY R. DALTON,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 12, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE:
The trains will he to the eastward of Tunstall's Station toward

White House during the day. They will move this afternoon on
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the New Kent Court-House road. Your principal quartermaster
will know. You ca.n havo three wagons and two ambulances at
your headquarters on the march for bags-age, supplies, sick, &c.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Ch'iel Qu{J,rtermaster.

GENERAL ORDERS, l HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
No. 23. f Near Cold Harbor, Va., June 12, 1864.

I. Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke, U. S. Volunteers, is announcedaschief
of staff

i
Ninth Army Corps, and will be obeyed and respected ac

cording y.
II. Maj. J. St. C. Morton, U. S. Engineers, is announced as chief

engineer of the corps, to date from May 18, 1864, and will be obeyed
and respected accordingly.

By command of Major-General Burnside:
LEWIS RICHMOND,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 12, 1864-11.30 a. m.

In accordance with orders from headquarters Army of the Potomac,
the Fourth and Tenth U. S. Infanh'y are transferred from the Ninth
to the Fifth Army Corps. The general commanding cannot part
with these regiments without expressing to them his sincere thanks
for the great assistance they have been to him and to the corps
which he has the honor to command during this most important
campaign. Their gallantry and patience hJl8 been conspicuous, and
the mutual trials and dangers of the last fifty days have endeared
them more to us than yea.rs of service in time of peace could have
engendered. They have our best wishes and prayers for future
success.

By command of Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside:
D. R. LARNED,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 12, 1864.

General LEDLIE :
The general commanding desires to soo his division commanders

at headquarters as early as convenient this morning.
By command of Major-General BUl'llside :

D. R. LARNED,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-Ueneml.

(Same to Potter and Willcox.)

. HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS,
June 12, 1864-5 p. m.

Brigadier-General POTTER:
GENERAL: The order of march for the divisions of the inth

Corps will be as first indicated: General Ledlie, First Division, lead-

(~oo Ie
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A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

ing and yout' division following. Some misundersta.nding caused
mo to give the order for you to take the advance. Please have a
iltaff officor 011 the watch for the rear of Colonel Marshall'H column
so tha.t your connection may be close.

,
OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, ARMY of THE POTOMAC,

. Apperson's House, June 12, 1864-6.30 p. m.
Brig. Gen. E. FERRERO,

Uomdy. l!'ou-rth Di·m:.<Jum, Ninth Army Corps:
GENERAL: All the trains will be at New Kent Court-House to-mor

row by 12 m., part movillK by White House and Cumberland and
part by Saint Peter'l:! Church-the latter road is the most direct for
your troops. I hope the rear of the trains will reach Slatersville
to-morrow night. I am to cross at Cole'H Ferry. I will keep you
informed in regard to my movements.

Very respoctfully,' your obedient servant,
L. H. PEIRCE,

Assistant Chief Q'ltarle.rmasle,', Anny of the Potomae.

WM. F. SMITH,
Major- General,.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
June 12, 1 64.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS:
Is there any objection to my relieving such troops as may be

moved without attracting the attention of the enemy, and sending
them to the White House to-day?

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 12, 1864-8.15 a. m.

Maj. Gen. W. F. SMITH,
Comm.anding Eighteenth C07'1JS:

Your dispatch received. The commanding general desir ~ that
you relieve such of your troops as can be removed without attr t
mg the attention of the enemy and send them to the White House
to-day, as suggested by you.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORP,
[Jwne 12 1864.]

Captain ELDER,
Chief (!f ArtiUery:

The general commanding direct that you withdraw your t
wries, as the second liue of our troops move to take up the lin of

Dgi. ,yGoogle
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intrenchments resting on the redoubt in rear of this camp, moving
them to Tunstall's Station, there to join the Eighteenth Corps wagon
train, with which you will continue to march (with Captam Came
ron's squadron as escort) to the James River. You will send all
but your three batteries back to their commands on withdrawing.
On arriving at James River you will await further orders from those
headquarters, unless you receive them from higher authority. You
will not wait for the infantry to move to Tunstall's Station after
withdrawing, but proceed on your road at once with your escort.

Respectfully, &c.,
N. BOWEN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

There are 56 artillery horses for you at Tunstall's.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 12, 1864-11.05 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: In case we are not interrupted here to-night, what are
to be my orders?

Your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-Geru:,ral, Commanding Division.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Near Long Bridge, June 12, 1864-11.15 p, m.

Maj. Gen, A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: After a sharp resistance, in which we lost several men,
the advance of Chapman's brigade, two regiments, succeeded in pass
ing both branches of the Chickahominy on logs and drifts, and driv
ing the enemy from his rifle-pits, and are now well out on the other
side, covering the construction of the bridges. As there is an island
across which the road runs, with bad approaches, the bridges will
probably not be doue before midnight. Our advance crossed about
9 p. m. We will clear the way for the infantry as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
White House, Va., June 12, 1864.

Brig. Gen. JOHN A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Sta.tf, Arrll'ies of the United States:

SIR: Having received intelligence of the presence of a considerable
force of guerrillas, say 60 or upwards, at or near King William
Court-House, I dispatched about 100 of the First Rhode Island Cav
plry, under Captain Capron, to ascertain the facts in relation thereto.
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He returned last nifht, and makes the accompanying report. Before
sending out again, have thought it proper to ascertain first whether
there would be sufficient time to do so; the distance from here is be-

. tween 8 and 9 miles.
Very respectfully, yours, &c.,

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[lnclOlllU'e.]

WHITE HOUSE LANDING, V A., June 11, 1864.
Capt. R.' L. ORR,

Acting Assist.ant Adjutant-General:
SIR: I have the honor to report a scout made in the vicimty of

King William Court-House, Va. I marched to Lanesville, and there
learned from negroes that a force of 40 to 70 rebel cavalry- were lurk
ing about t.he country capturing what men were stragglmg about in
that vicinity. Three miles from Lanesville my advance was fired on
by dismounted men from the field. The advance immediately
charged; they fled to the wood; I was unable to find them. I had
1 man badly wounded, and saw 11 mounted some distance through
a wood and cl~aring. I also learned that 7 Federal soldiers were
prisoners near King William Court-House, 2 having been killed.
The rest will propably share the same fate if their captorS canno\
get them to Richmond.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. C. CAPRON,

Captain, First Rhode L'iland Cavalry, Commanding.
•

HEADQUARTER8,
, White House, June 12, 1864-

Brig. Gen. J. A. RAWLINS,
Chief of Staff, Armies of the United States:

SIR: I have the honor to make the following statement for the
information of the General-in-Chief in reference to the time the dif
ferent departments will require for abandoning this depot. The
railroad iron and stock is now shipped' the road as faT as West Point
destroyed. The medical director will k prepared to move to-day by
noon, unless more wounded are sent here from the front. Captain
Stran~, in charge of depot of repairs, will be ready in five hours.
Captam Pitkin, in charge of water transportation, will be ready in
twenty-four hours after receiving orders to remove. Captain Schaff,
ordnance officer, can be ready in two hours. Captain Wiley, assist
ant commissary of subsistence, will require eight hours.

Very respectfully, &c.,
J. J. ABERCROMBIE,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 12, 1864-12 m.

Brig. Gen. J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Commanding, White House, Va.:

GENERAL: Referring to the orders sent to IOU this morning re
lieving you from duty at the White House an assigning Brig. Gen.
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G. W. Getty to the command of that place, I am instructed by the
major-general commanding to say that you will continue on duty at
the White House until you are relieved by Brigadier-General Getty.
It is not known here whether General GeUy has reached the White
House.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

WHITE HOUSE. June 12, 1864.
(Received 2.15 p. m.)

Brig. Gen. M. C. MEIGS,
QUartermaster-General:

Transportation by water for 16,000 troops will he required from
this place to-morrow. The movement is very important, and it is
necessary that all vessels suitable for transporting troops, which
have been sent from this place to Washington and Alexandria, be
returned at once, together with such other vessels as can be spared.
General Ingalls authorized me to telegraph you.

P. P. PITKIN,
Captain, Assistant Quartermaster.

COLD HARBOR, VA., June 12, 1864.
Colonel BIGGS,

Chk! Qua~nna8kr,~ighwenthCorps: '
Lieut.enant-Colonel Dent, of my staff, has gone to Fort Monroe

and Bermuda. Hundred to make, or rather communicate, the neces
sary orders for 8ecuring the crossing of the army over James River
at Fort Powhatan. Special instructions were not given, however,
to send ferry-boats, pontoons, &c., that may yet be at Fort Monroe.
This will be understood, no doubt, by General Butler from the in
structions that have gone to him; but to expedite, I now direct
that you forward ul? the James River all things within your charge,
and request the engmeer officer at Fort Monroe, for me, to send all
the pontoon bridge material he may have on hand. Send also all
the lumber yon can, particularly the 2-inch plank. This will not be
construed to interfere with sending the amount of transportation to
the White House heretofore called for.

, U. S. GRANT,
Lieuwnant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
Cold Harbor, June 12, 181:i4.

Major-General BUTLER:
Go on with the corduroy suggested by Comstock. A staff officer

is on way with letter of instructions to you, but did not leave here
until last night. Your chief engineer will understand the corduroy
meant.

GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

4:9 R ~-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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BERMUDA, Jmu' 12, 1864.
Col. J. W. SHAFFER:

Colonel Big-g's telpgraphs to send all tugs, steamers, &c., to him
that I can possihly Hparp. Shall I reserve any transportation here
for emergency, or shall I send down everything but the dispatch
boats? General Butler asked for a list of transportation day before
yesterday. \Vill he require any soon? Please answer, as I am
detaining some steamers that came recently with troops until I hear
from you.

C. E. FULLER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster.

BERMUDA, June 12, 186·1.
Colonel SHAFFER,

Chief of Staff:
The One hundred and thirty-third Ohio, 1oo-days' men, and First

Maryland Cavalry, dismounted, are here on steamers Winona and
Guide. Shall they be sent to Point of Rocks for disembarkation?
The Guide, I am afraid, draws too much water to go up, and I
should hesitate to send her unless absolutely necessary. She has
the First Maryland, and they haye but little baggage. Can't they
march?

GEO. S. DODGE,
Captain alld Quartermaster.

JUNE 12, 1864.
Capt. G. S. DODGE,

Assistant Quartermaster, Bermuda Landing:
Let the One hundred and thirty-third Ohioproceed on their trans

port to Point of Rocks and report to Major-General Gillmore. Let
the First Maryland Cavalry disembark and march to the front and
report to Major-General Gillmore.

R. S. DAVIS,
llIajor and Assistant Adjutant-General.

'BERMUDA, June 12, 1864.
Colonel SHAFFER,

Clt1"ej of Staff:
I have sent the Rebecca Burton up the Appomattox Riyer to dis

charge; the steamer Andrew Hurder has just reported with the One
hundred and thirty-second Ohio. Colonel Hames. The steamer
draws too much water to go to Point of Rocks. Shall I discharge
them here?

By order Colonel Fllllf'l':
G. S. DODGE.

Captain and Assistant Quartemuister.
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JUNE 12, 1864..
Colonel HAINES,

Commanding 132d Ohio Voluntpprs, Rprm1wa:
If the vessel you are on draws too much water to go up to Point

of Rocks, you will disembark and march your regiment early in the
morning to the front and report to General Gillmore, stopping your
self a.t these headquarters as you pass.

By command of Major-General Butler:
J. W. SHAFFER,

Colonel and Ch-wf of Staff.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA,
OFFICE OF CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER,

June 12, 1864.
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, Chief of Staff:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report tha.t from observations
made to-day from Cobb's Hill signal station, it is discovered that
the enemy are enlarging Fort Clifton by connecting it with the
small earth-work on the west of the fort, which mounted one gun.
Also that the enemy are now finishins an earth-work on the edge of
the woods in plain sight from Captam Follett's battery and about
It miles west of the signal tower. From this work they have used
two guns, one a 10-pounder rifle and the other said to be a small
howitzer.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

BERMUDA, June 12, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER:

I am here with my regiment under orders to report to you.
W. C. COOPER,

Colonel 142d Ohio Nat'ional Guard.
[lndol'llCment.]

Order him to go to Point of Rocks early in the morning and re
port to Gillmore.

HEADQUARTERS,
June 12, 1864.

Captain CASSELS,
Provost-Marshal, Fort Monroe, Va.:

The Rev. Mr. Tisdale is the agent of the Christian Commission at
the Fortress. It is necessary to pass up with promptness duly ac
credited delegates of that CommIssion. It is also necessary that im
proper persons should be excluded. To accomplish these objects
you are authorized upon consultatiou with Mr. Tisdale to grant
passes to the authorized delegatI'S of that Commissioll dulyaccred
Ited. Nobody will bf1 passell without propel' credpntials, and to the
regularity of tllese Mr. Tisdah~ must certIfy. aml thpll at his request
pass such certified persons. .

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
lIIajor- General, Commanding.
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BENJ. F. BUTLER
~jJJajor-General, o-mmanding.

. WEITZEL
Briy(L(li'r-Geneml.

FORT MONROE, June 12, 1864-8 p. m.
General S. WILLIAMS,

Assi.'Jtant AdjuUJ,nt-General:
I would inform you that General Butler has sent down to this

place, where it arrived this morning, the pontoon bridging sent to
him f~m Washington and by myself. I have now here 155 wooden
pontoons, enough for 3,100 feet, but by the St-nding of over 200 chess
to Colonel Spaulding to-day, and by the wear of the others on the
Rappahannock River, I have the chess but for 26 to 28 feet of bridg
ing.__ I have, however, ordered all others just made from the depot
at Washington. '

H. W. BENHAM.
Brigadier-General.

FORT MONROE, June 12, 1864.
Estimate of bridge material now at Fort Monroe.-One hundred

and fifty-five French jlontoons, 1,000 long balks, 2,000 chesses, 144
anchors, 100 claw balks, 8 trestles complete, cables and lashings
for 2,600 feet bridging, 68 pontoon trucks, 1 army forge, 3 tool
wagons, 2 chests carpenter's tools (large size).
, . JAMES L. ROBBINS,

Captain, Fiftieth New Yo-rk Engineers.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Field, June 12, 1864.

General Gillmore will forward to 'me by Wednesday morning a
full report of all his operations since he was ordered to Join with bis
command, accompanied with all the reports of the operations of the
snbordinate officers made to him or his division commanders. State
specifically at what time each report was received from each sub
ordinate, and what officer has failed to make a prop l' report. Thi
report is rendered necessary so that by general orders I may b abl
to give full credit to the officers and soldier who have behaved gal
lantly in the several battles. Having now waited mol' than tw nty
days since the last considerable engagement for this rep rt, I f
obliged to state a specific time for its reception.

Respectfully,

JUNE 12, 1864.-3.40 p. m.
Major-General GILLMORE:

The commanding general directs that you nd 1,0 m n, ith
officers and with arms and one day's rations, to I' port t m f I'
fatigue duty at the commissary wharf, Point of Rock. nd a
staff officer to insure the arrival of this detail at th abov plac at
6 o'clock this afternoon. This is of the hi<Yh t hup rtau

Very respectfully,

Ie
-_ .. ~---_--I
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Q. A. GILLMORE,
§!(<jOl'-General.

Glr.LM()l~F:·S,

.} ll//(' 12. 18fi.t.
Major-General BUTLER:

It has come to my knowledge that officers and employes Il,re in the
constant practice of visiting- at a ~entleml\n's residenco Oil north side
of James River, opposite Bermuda. I have ordered it stopped in
my command, and respectfully call your attent.ion to the matter. I
do not know what precautions have been taken to prevent informa
tion getting to the enemy in that direction.

Very respectfully,

SPECIAL ORDERS, f HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Near Ha/t·hu's, Va"

No. 45. June 12, 1864,
* * • • • * *

2. The One hundred and thirty-third Ohio Volunteers, having re
ported for duty, are hereby asSIgned to the command of Brigadier
General Terry.

By command of Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore:
ED. W. SMITH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES.
Point of Rocks, Va., .lIme 12, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

COLONEL: I have to report for the information of the general
commanding that the One hundred and thirty-fourth Ohio. One
hundred and sixty-third Ohio, One hundred and forty-eighth Ohio.
One hundr~ and thirty-third Ohio, and part of the One hundred
alid forty-third Ohio have reported to me. By an informal order
from department headquarters, I was notified that theso l'e~iments,
except the One hundred and thirty-fourth and One hunared and
sixty-third, were to report to me for assignment on the line by Gen
eral Gillmore. The One hundred and thirty-fourth and One hun
dred and sixty-third Ohio h8.\'e been established on my line; the
others are in camp near my headquarters, except One hundred ancl
forty-eighth, which has reported to General Kautz. The One hun
dred and thirty-fourth and One hundred and sixty-third reported to
me, and were assigned on roy line before I received the informal ill
structioll8 that General Gillmore would assign the new regiments
arriving.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, &c.,
JNO. W. TURNER,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[( IlL C byGoogle
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HEADQlTARTERS TURNER'S DIVISION,
Poin/. of Rocks, Va., June 12, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

. COLONEL: In the absence of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, I have the
honor to submit the following report of regiments that ha\re this
day been assigned to this command: '

RegIment. Oftlcers. Men.

----------'-----_.- --- - - --------------
184th Ohio Volunteers , , . . . . . 29 6lIi
ll13d Ohio Volunteers" " 29 67ll
148th Ohio Volunteers Since &l!Iligned to BrtgadIer-General Kauta.
1ll8d Ohio Volunteers."."........ . "" ".. Number unknown.
1<t8d Ohio Volunteers............... SIx oompa.nlee only haTe arrived; 415_
142d Ohio Volunteers " " " ..

1lIt Maryland Cav&lry .. " .. ". ,,' .. " " '" .

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. A. DAVIS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Point of Rocks, Va., June 12, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

COLONEL: I have just received the order of the major-general
commanding to have the Sixtr-second Ohio Volunteers report to
General Terry. The order for It to move bas been sent them; but I
would like to lay before the 8'eneral commanding, the condition he
leaves this command by taklD8' away Colonel Pond and bis regi
ment. The Sixty-second Ohio IS performing tbe major part of my
picket duty, these troops being the only ones I have that can be
relied upon. The Nineteenth Wisconsin Volunteers has been re
peatedly disgraced in orders by commanding officers for its ineffi
ciency, and there is with me but a fragment of the regiment (200),
large detachments of the best men and officers of the companies hav
ing been detailed away. Whether the negro cavalry is reliable for
picket duty the major-general is the best judge; the 100-days'
men, I do not think are yet. They have scarcely had a musket
three weeks, and many are reported to me who do not even know
how to load. They are almost totally ignorant of company or bat
talion drill. I do not tbink itprudent to send such men on picket
duty- in face of the enemy. Colonel Pond is the only officer of ex
penence I have to assist me in organizing and to kooj} this com
mand in working order. Colonel Cole, of the colored cavalry, is
sick, and Colonel Onderdonk, of the Mounted Rifles, is in arrest;
besides, these cavalry officers are liable to be sent off on detached
service, leaving me without assistance. Of Colonel Sanders, of the
Nineteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, nothing need be said. I then
have only the inexperienced colonels of these two 100-days' regi
ments, if Colonel Pond is relieved, whom I can put in charge of the
lines, and upon whom I have got to depend for duty as brigade com
mander. In this view I most respectfully urge that Colonel Pond
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and his regiment may be left with me. If it if! numbers which is
required on the right, I would willingly send the two loo-days' regi
ments (1,500 men) in place of the Si.''{ty-seeond Ohio.

Very respectfully, &c.,
JNO. W. TURNER,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Point of Rocks-, Fa., June 12, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. SMITH,
Ass1'stant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

COLONEL: The One hundred and forty-eighth Ohio Volunteers
have reJ?Orted to me until General Gillmore could dispose of them.
What dlsposit~on shall be made of them?

I am, colonel, very respectfully, &c.,
JNO. W. TURNER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, June 12, 1864.

ED. W. SMITH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brig. Gen. J. W. TURNEa,
Commaruling Force.'l, Point of Rocks:

The major-general commanding directs that the One hundred and
forty-eighth Ohio Vol unteers be ordered to report to Brigadier-Gen
eral Kautz.

Respectfully, &c.,

ADD1<JNDA.*

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 14, 1864.

COMMANDING OFFICER,
JVhite House, Va.:

SIR: The commanding general directs that when the depot at the
White House is broken up the Sixty-seventh Regiment of Pemisyl
vania Volunteers be ordered to join the Sixth Corps of this army, to
which it belongs.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 14, 1864-.

CoMMANDING OFFICER,
White Hcyuse, Va.:

SIR: I am directed by the major-general commanding to acknowl
edge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, inclosing the re-

*The correspondence pertaining to oJll-'ratioIlH of the for<~eH rp1l1aining on the
north Bide of the James, from June ta to June 29. when the la."t of Sheridan'H cav
alry crOBSed to the BOUth tride of the river ili continued in this volume.



• ~_--...- ... .,i -;;-

776 OPERATIONS IN BE. VA. AND N. O. (CIuP. xLVlD.

port of Captain Capron, First Rhode Island Cava.lry, of a sc.out
mane by him in the vicinity of King William Court-Ho~se. The
commanding gelieral directs that you send another party against the
bands of guerrillas supposed to be in the vicinity of King William
Court-House. .

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

FIELD ORDERS.] HDQRS. SEOOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
June 14, 1864.

This command will move at 6 &. m. to-morrow, and in the follow
ing order: First, First Brigade; second, division train; third, train
with wounded and pontoon train; fourth, &eon<fBrigade.

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg:
H. C. WEIR,

Asltistant Adjut,ant-General.

HEADQTJARTERS U. S. FORCES,
White House, Va., June 15, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Aslti.'ttant Adfutant-General, Army of the Powrnac:

GENERAL: Your messenger reached me early this morning.
Neither General Sheridan nor Hunter have arrived. Guerrillas are
hovering about. Drs. Roller and Staats, Sixth Corps, and Lieutenant
Oberteuffer, of General Barnard's staff, were attacked at Tunstall's
Station last evening about (j o'clock while en route to their com
mands by guerrillas and driven back here. A detachment of about
80 or 90 regulars were also forced to return. Every effort has been
made to capture the guerrillas in King William; 80 far unsucc.essfuL
Several men of ours (stragglers) whom they had captured were
retaken. Two men were murdered by them.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

J. J. A.,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General, Commandifl{/.

P. S.-1 have just received information that the Thi~ Virginia
(rebel) Cavalry is in the vicinity of Baltimore Cross-Roads ; they over
run one of my safeguards and sent him in. One of their outposts is
within half a mile of Pamunkey River.

[lodOl'llelDtll1t.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO,
June 17, 1864.

Respectfully referred to the lieutenant-general commanding.
I am not apprised what arrangements have been made for prevent

ing the obstructions of the navigation of the Pamunkey (the only
trouble I can anticipate with General Abercrombie). If none have
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G. A. FORSYTH,
J[ajor and Aicle-de-Ca,mp.

JUNE 18, 1864-9.40 a. m.
(Received 9.54 a. m.)

l

been made, I would suggest Admiral Loo's det:t.c.hin~ two or threo
gun-boats to prevent the enemy from interrupting communication
at Cumberland Bar and other points below.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-(]ellf'1'l.tl, Commanding.

[JUNE 16, 1864.-For Sheridan to Humphreys. reporting arrival of
commaud uear Guiney's Bridge, &c., t-lt'e Part L p. 784.]

HEADQUARTERH ENGINEER BRIGADE,
Fort .MonTOf'. June Hi, 1864-12 noon.

(Received Washingtlc.m 5 p. m.)
Col. W. H. PETTES, Comilg. Engineer Brigade, Ncwy-Ya'rd:

White House is abandoned. Send material here.
CHANNING CLAPP,

Assi.~tant Adjutant-General.

WEST POINT, June 1R, 186~3 p. m.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff, A rmy of the Pof01uac:
GENERAL: As it may be difficult for me to get to Yorktown imme-

diately I have concluded to telegraph my dispatches from this point.
I will report to army'_headquarters at once. General Sheridan was
within 5 miles of Walkerton last night. He will probably move
toward White House as soon as he cun hear from his chief quarter
master, who came through with me.

CITY POINT, VA., June 18, 1864-8.15 a. m.
Major-General BUTLER, Commanding, &c.:

Send two of the army gun~boat8, if they can be spared, and one, if
two cannot go, up the Pamunkey to White House, to remain and
guard the river from West Point up until the garrison is removed.
A small garrison was left at White House to cover the return of
Sheridan and Hunter, and to hold the railroad bridge for them to
cross over.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
Dispatch concerning the sending of army gun-boatf! to the Pamun

key received. I had sent Graham, with the Jesup and Chamber
lain, down the river to protect transports from the light guns at
Wilcox's Wharf. Will send down the river and order that the two
best boats go at once up the Pamunkey.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Mqjor-General, Commanding.
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WHITE HOl'SE, VA., Jilne 18, 18li4-10.30 p. m.
(Received 2 a.. m. 1!lth.)

Maj. THOMAS T. ECKERT:
Probably cannot leave here for two or three days yet. Have ar

ranged to destroy telegraph and to go by river to base of supplies by
the last boat. .

BICKFORD.

CAMP NEAR WALKERTON, June 18, 1864.
Major-General HUMPHREYS,

Chief of Staff: .
I have the honor to state, for the information of the major-general

commanding, that the above dispatch· was started at 2 a. m. June
Iii, but the escort was unable to get through. Since writing the
above dispatch I have been marching with my command down ~

the north bank of the Mattapony River. My advance is to-night at ~
Walkerton. I have taken this route, as my command was entirely
out of rations and forage, and had to be subsisted off the country,
and I knew that by crossing the river and moving down betweeu
the Pamunkev and Mattapony Rivers I could not supply myself.
In addition I have to state that I could find out nothing about sup
plies being left for me, either at the White House or West Point,
and shall, therefore, have to live off the country until I can get some
definite information. I am doing very well at present in the way
of supplies, and think that I'll do better as I move on. I have sent
forward to West Point to make arrangements for rations, &c., for
my troops and to send off my wounded and prisoners of war.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 18, 1864.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
C01u'ltl(l.lIdiny Second Cavalry Division:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that in your
advance to-day you WIll arrest all citizens (male) capable of bearing
arms.

·JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

E. B. PARSONS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 18, 18G4-8 p. m.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
CO'Inmanding Second Cavalry Di1.'ision:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you detail
two regiments of your command to march at 7 o'clock to-morrow
morning to West Point, as an escort to the train of wounded men
and prisoners.

---------------- - --
* See Part I, p. 784.

-m .... e •.,
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HEADQUARTERR ARMIEfl OF THill UNITIllO RTATES.
Cily Point, l'a., .III III' 1!l, lSfi4-u.;W p. m.

Major-GelltH'al MEADE,
Comm<md-i7uJ Army of lh~? Polo'1lw(,:

General Sheridan having returnell without forming a junction
with General Hunter, another diversion may become neef\ssary for
the protection of the latter. I wish. therefore, you woultl direct Geu
eral Sheridan to remain at White House and await further ordt'I·8.
His horses require rest, which they can get as well at White. House as
here. His stock of ammunition ought to be replenished at the same
time his orders go to him. Two army gun-boats were sent from
here yesterday to keep the river clear from y.,Test Point to White
House.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June HI, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
Your dispatch directing that General Sheridan remain at the

White House until further orders, has been received. The neces
sary instructions have been given for the renewal of his ammuni
tion.

GEO. G. MEADE,
It1ajur-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Ju.ne 19, 1864.

Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN,
White House, Va.:

The commanding general directs that you remain at the White House, and there
await further orders. The chief ordnance officer of this anuy has been directed to
send at once the necetlll8J'y ammunition to WW~ House to renew your supplies.
Please acknowledge.

S. WILL MS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

S. WILLIAMS
A.wti~f<Lnt Adjulant-Geneml.

COHHANDING OFFICER,
Fori Mon'roe, Va.:

In case the line between Fort Monroe and White House is not
working, Major-General Meade desires that you Rena the follow
ing dispatch to General Sheridan, at White House, by special
boat, and in case it becomes necessary to send a boat, please notify
the ordnance officer at Fort Monroe, so that he can forward ord
nance supplies at the same time:

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jllne 19, 1864-9 p. m.

ORDERS.] HDQRS. CAY. CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC
June 19 1804.

The Cavalry Corps will march at 7 a. m. to-day to Dunkirk. The
following will be the order of march, viz: First, First Ca.valry



HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Walker{.on, June 19, 1864.

Division, Brigadier-General Torbert; second, pontoon traiu ; third.
Second Division. Brigadier-General Gregg. Brigadier-Gel1l'ral
Gregg will detail ono regimeut as rear guard of the column.

By command of Major-General Sheridan:
JAS. W. FORSYTH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Comrnanding Second Cavalry Division:'

The major-general commanding directs that yon have the mill at
this place burnt. You will please send an officer in charge of the
party to see that the order is executed.

JAS. W. FORSYTH.
Lieutenant-Colonel, Chi#'f of Staff.
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HEADQUARTFlRS CAVALRY CORPS,
Camp near King and Queen Courf-H01t..,e, Va., June 19, 1864.

Col. P. HUEY,
Commanding Escort f() Cat'alry. Corps Train:

COLONEL: The general commanding directs that yon' proceed
with your own regiment and the Sixth Ohio Cavalry, also the dis
mounted men of this corps, as escort to the corps train, to a point
on the York River, opposite West Point. At thiS point traU!sporta
tion will be furnished the wounded to Fort Mouroe. The dismonnteel
men will be transported by boat to the White House or ferried
across the York River and march to White House. You will ret-urn
with the train via Dunkirk as soon as possible. The bridge will
be kept down at Dunkirk for you.

I am, colonel, very respectfully,
J AS. W. FORSYTH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

. HEADQUARTERS,
White House, June 19, 1864.

Col. WILLIAM HOFFMAN,
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washingf()n, D. C.:

General Sheridan will bring in to-day to West Point 375 re~l
prisoners. I will send them to- Point Lookout as soon as they
arrive, under proper guard. The temporary mustering officer will
send yon the necessary rolls as soon as completed.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigad'ier-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June ~O, 1864-9 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
No reports indicating anythin.H but quiet along the lines have been

this morning received. Major .It'orsyth, Eighth Illinois Cavalry, ar-

[( IlL C byGoogle
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GEO. G. MEADE,
jlfajor-General.

rived last night with. dispatches from General Sheridan. the dupli
cate of those sent by telegraph from Yorktown. Major Forsyth has
been directed to await the orders of the lieutenant-general command
ing. Orders have been sent to General Sheridan to await further
instructions at the White Honse. Your attention was callecl last
evening to the reported position of General Hunter, 10 miles south
west of Lynchburg. This renders the probability of his reaching
the White House very remote and it becomes a question of how
long that post should be retained after Sheridan leaves it. It will
be maintamed so far as my orders until otherwise instructed. I
proJlQse to-night to hold my present lines with the Sixth, Ninth,
and Fifth Corps and keep the Second in reserve. I have reason to
believe, from prisoners and contrabands, that Beauregard has been
re-enforced by two divisions of Hill's corps, Wilcox's and Ander
son's, and possibly others. The enemy's line is continuecl as far
heyond my left flank as I have been able to reconnoiter, and they are,
busily occupied strengthening it. I do not propose making any
movement to-day. If you will be at home this morning I will ride
down to Hee you.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jnne 20, 1864-10 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:
WilSQn was directed to report the moment he was ready for serv

ice. To-day is his third day of rest. Your dispatch has been sent
to him to show him the importance of his being ready. Where do
you sUppo8e the enemy's cavalry to be? And do you not think that
with the knowleclge of Sheridan's withdrawal, Hampton will be
drawn into Richmond ready to be thrown on any raiding party? It
has occurred to me that with Hunter's position as known, Sheridan
would be more likely ty communicate with him and assist him by
going from here up the south bank of the James, than from the
White House. In that case Wilson could join him and make his
force such that he could not be stopped. If a bridge is thrown
over at Deep Bottom Sheridan could cross there. I make these sug
gestions for what they are worth. I proposed riding down to the
Point to see you if you remained at home to-day, but have had no
reply to my ruquiry.

GEO. G. MEADE,
MajU'r- General.

CITY POINT, V A., June 20, 1864.
Major-Geneml .MEADE.

CumnulIlr! iny, .&c. :
In v:iew of the location of General Hunter, as reported in the rebel

papers, and the fact that General Sheridan cannot carry supplies
with him from the White HOllS!' to makll an effective raid against
the enemy's communications north of the James, you may (!ired
his immediate return to tho Army of the Potomac. The manner of
returning and route is left to you. Direct the cOIl1mandiu¥ officer
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at Whit.e House to lweak up that l)Qst and send his Veteran Reserve
troors hack to Wash i ngton, bringm~ all the balance to City Point;
this latter to take place on the departure of General Sheridan.

U. S. GRANT,
. Lieutenant- General.

CITY POINT, VA., June 20, 1864-2.40 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS:

Direct Major Forsyth, Eighth Illinois Cavalry, to come to this
place and report to General Ingalls, who will furnish him with
tram~portation to the White House and hand him a letter of instruc
tions for Major-General Sheridan. Issue an order to be sent by him
to Brigadier-Gmleral Getty. directing him on the departure of Gen
eral Sheridan to break up the White House, to send all the Veteran
Reserve Corps invalids to Washington, and to proceed with the
balance of his command and all public property to City Point.
Direct the quartermaster's department to furnish the necessary
transportation for the above and also to be provided with ferry
boats at Fort Powhatan to ferry Sheridan across the James River
in case he cannot cross at the pontoon bridge above Malvern Hill.
Notif)- General Ingalls at once of General Abercrombie's command,
specifying particularly the Veteran RebCrves.

GEO. G. MEADE,
. Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 20, 18G4-3 p. m. (Received 3.20 p. m.)

Major-General MEADE,
Headquarters Lieutenant-General Grant, City Point:

Your dispatch in relation to General Sheridan's command re
ceived, and the necessary orders will at once be issued.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant AdJutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 20, 1864-6.30 p. m.

Lientenant-General GRANT:
Warren now holds to the Jerusalem plank road. To-night I shall

withdraw the Second Corps, the Ninth holding between the Fifth
and Hixth, and will mass the Second on the left and rear of the Fifth;
then, when the Sixth is relieved, as you propose, I will move both
corps, Second and Sixth, to the left, and endeavor to stretch to the
Appomattox. A desertpr in t.o-day, belongS to MeLaws' division,
Longstrept's corps. HI' say!"' t.he C01'}lS came to our front on the 18th,
last day of Olll' fight. awl that. tlll' corps is UI1 the enemy's right.
H]lI'1'i.1all'~ la~t dispatch. by Major Forsyth, was dated the 18th, at
"Talkl~l'toll, on the l\IattapollY. Thi~ place iH (lilly 10 miles from
tlll' 'Vhitp House. I don't know where Sheridan couId he this
illuming, because, even if he had gone to West Point on the 19th,
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S. WILLIAMS,
Assishmt Adjutant-General.

as he indicated, he would have learned of the White House heing
still occupied and would lJave returned there. In case he was not
011 the way this morning he will certainly hear the guns and hurry
'up, so that Abercrombie ought to be all right.

GEO. G. MEADE,
][ajor-General, Commanding.

HEADQU ARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 20, 1864-3.30 p. m. (Received 3.30 p. ro.)

Major-General MEADE,
Hdqrs. Lietdenanl·(feneral Grant, City Point:

There is a battery at the White House and a battalion First Rhode
Island Cavalry. Shall they march with General Sheridan or come
around by water?

CITY POINT, June 20, 1864-3.25 p. m.
Brigadier-General WICLIAMS:

The battery referred to and the Rhode Island Cavalry will march
with Sheridan, also all wagons and anjmals.

GEO. G. MEADE.
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June. 20, 1864-3 p. m. (Received 3.30 p. m.)

Brig. Gen. R. INGALLS,
City Point:

III compliance with instructions received from' Major-General
Meade, I bave to inform you that according to the latest return
General Getty's command at White House is made up as follows:

Rel\1ments. Oft\oers. Men.

18th and detachments of 10th and 11th RegIments, Veteran Reaerve Corps .

7Jv~~~.~:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~::::::::::
ad New Je.....,y Battery. . . . . . . . . . .. '" .

25th New }'ork Cavalry, dismounted ..

]2
II

15
14
2
8

20

617
80Ci
466
ll70
188
14:>
3lJ6

Total .. 72 2,3'I'..l

S. WILLIAMS,
As.<tistant Adjutant-General.

The foregoin~ includes the present for duty only, an allowance of,
say, one-seventh additional had better be made for those present uut
not for duty.

I.., .
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SPECIAL ORm:Rs, t
No. 165. f
'" '"

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
. June 20, 1864.

'" '" '" '" '"8. Major Forsyth, Eighth Illinois Cavalry, will at once proceed to
City Pomt and report to Brig. Gen. R. Ingalls, chief quartermaster,
by whom he will ~ furnished with transportation to the White
House, and letter of instructions to Major-General Sheridan, com
manding Cavalry Corps. On the departure of Major-General Sheri
dan's command from the White House, BrigadIer-General Getty
will break up the depot at that place, send all the Veteran Reserve
Corps invalids to Washington, and, with the remainder of his com
mand and aU public property at White House, with the exceptions
herein indicate~ proceed to City Point and there re:p"<?rt for further
instructions. The quartermaster's department wIll provide the
necessary transportation to carry into effect this order, and will also
have ferr:y-boats in readiness at Fort Powhatan to transport Gen
eral SherIdan's command across the James River in case he cannot
cross at the pontoon bridge at Malvern Hill. The battery of artil
lery at the White House, and the battalion of Rhode Island Cay
aIry, and aU wagons and animals will accompany Major-General
Sheridan's command.

'" '" '" '" '" '" '"
S..WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

By command of Major-General Meade: •

GEO. G. MEADE,
J[(ljor- G~nerefl, C(J1Tlmandinv,

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
White House, Va., June 20, 1864-6 p. m.

Brig. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Cll ief of Staff :

I have the honor to notify the major-general commanding of the
arrival of my command here, and the receipt of his telegram to re
main till further orders. I want ammunitIOn first and su,Pplies of
all kinds. My wounded and prisoners have all been shIpped. I
find but little subsistence and forage here, but they can, I presume,
be obtained at Fort Monroe. I shall take the necessary moons to
obtain the same.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Comma1l4ing.

HEADQUARTERS,
June 20, 1864.

Major-Gen(lral SHERIDAN:
You will, as soon as practicable after receivin~ this, move your

command and trains fro111 the White House to City Point. There
will be a bridge thrown acroBs the James at Deep :Bottom, above
Malvern Hill, on which you will endeavor to cross your command.
Should this be impracticable, you will proceed to Bouthat's Land
ing, opposite Fort Powhatan. where ferry-boats will bH. provided
for bringing you across. It will be well for you in passing up the
James to communicate with :Wort Powhatan the fact of your being
in the vicinity.
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WHITE HOUSE. June 20, 1864.
(Received 8.30 p. m.)

•

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

We were attacked this morning about 7.30 by rebel cavalry and
artillery; the firing still continues. I think we shall be able to hold
our position until General Shoridan arrives, who is somewhere be
tween Dunkirk and the White House. I have crossed the supply
train to the north side of the river to avoid the enemy's shells, whlCh
have been falling in the midst of it. The firing has abated and dis
tant artillery can be heard above us on the river. I will hold this
place to the last.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
White House, Va., June 20, 186-1-4 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Generp..l, Army of the Poto-mac:

This place was attacked at 7 a. m. this day by Hampton's division
of cavalry and artillery. So far I have foiled all their attempts to
get into the depot. About one hour ago one of their caissons ex
ploded. There has been no firing from them since. The head of
General Sheridan's column is in sight. But 2 or 3 wounded in my
command. General Getty has just arrived.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General.

CITY POINT, VA., June 20, 186-1-6 p. m.
General ABERCROMBIE,

White HowJe:
Your dispatch of 10.20 a. m. received. Hold out at all hazards.

Two gnn-boats were sent from here yesterday, and must now be at
White House. General Sheridan is also near you, if not yet arrived.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

DOUGLAS FERRY, June 20, 1864.
Brigadier-General ABERCROMBIE,

Co-mmanding :
It will be iIDi>ossible to communicate with Major-General Sheridan

on thIS side. General Sheridan crossed at Dunkirk last night or this
morning on his way to the White House. If yon can, hold the enemy
in check until General Sheridan gets up in the enemy's rear. Gen
eral Sheridan has enough force to whip any force Hampton hl).s.

P. HUEY,
Colonel, Commanding.

DO R R-VOL XXXVI, PT IU
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GENERAL ORDERS,} HEAD~UARTERS ~. S. FORCES,
No. 10. Wh'de. House, T'a., June 20, 1864.

Tho undersigned hereb)' relinquishes the command of the troops
at this station to BrigadIer-Gcncral Getty. In doing so he avails
himself of this opportunity of expressing his hi~h appreciation of
the services of hIS staff in their respective positIOns, tendering his
sincere thanks to Captain Babcock and the officers of the navy for
their very efficient aid and support to the land forces in the persist
ent attack on the post of the day, by the enemy.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE,
Brigadier-General. •

R. L. ORR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
No. 11. White House, Va., June 20, 1~64.

In compliance with paragraph 8, Qf Special Orders, No. 160, of
June 12, 1864, from the headquarters Army of the Potomac, Briga
dier-General Getty, U. S. Volunteers, assumes command of the gar
rison at this post.

By order of Brigadier-General Getty:

GEO. G. MEADE,
Mador-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 20, 1864.

Brigadier-General GETTY,
Commanding, White House:

GENERAL: Major-General Sheridan has been ordered to join the
Army of the Potomac. So soon as he has left you will break up the
depot at White House and, sending your Veteran Reserves to Wash
ington, bring the balance of your command and all public property
to City Point. Transportation will be furnished by the quarter
master's department.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY _OF THE POTOMAC,
. June. 21, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT:
All is quiet this morning. The Second Corps is moving to take

position on the left of the Fifth, the Fifth extending as far as the
Jerusalem plank road. At this point I find the enemy occupy their
old line of works, which, being on a radius of 3 miles from Peters
burg, will make the line to hold from the plank road to the river alone
considerably longer than to the river below. There is no doubt Lee
will throw his whole force over, except sufficient to hold in check
the force at Bermuda Hundred. Wilson will be ordered to leave at
2 a. m. to-morrow, and directed to proceed as rapidly 118 possible to
tho jundioll of the LYllchburg and Danville roads and do there as
much damage as possible, to both these roads. Hampton being yes-
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GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Cormnanding.

terdar at the White House will relieve WilSOll of any apprehension
of bemg disturbed and I trust Sheridan will keep Hampton occu
pied. I don"t think Sheridan will have much chance of ~etting to
Deep Bottom bridge in the face of Hampton unless he IS able to
give him a severe and serious defeat. Wilson will be instructed
when at the junction to endeavor to communicate with Hunter nem
Lynchburg. The junction is about half way between this point and
Lynchburg. If Sheridan were here t.here would be no doubt, I think,
of he and Wilson going to Lynchburg. Do you wish to send any in
structions to Hunter by Wilson?

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 21, 1864.

Major-General HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I found on my arrival here yesterday two divisions of the enemy's
cavalry in front of this place. This morning I crossed the bridge.
The enemy fell back behind Black Creek at a point near Tunstall's
Station. This place is all right. The enemy shelled the trains yes
terday before I arrived. They were yesterday evening all crossed
over to the north side of t.he Pamunkey.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major- General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 21, 1864-8 a. m. (Received 8.25 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. GETTY,
Commanding at -white Souse, Va.:

The following order * was sent to you yesterday by Major Forsyth,
Eighth ll1inois Cavalry. If this telegram reaches you in season the
commanding general directs instead of moving your infantry by
water, you accompany and support General Sheridan with the
effective portion of your infantry ordered to City Point. Please
acknowledge.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

WHITE HOUSE, June 21, 1864.

GEORGE W. GETTY,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

* See Special Orders, No. 165, paragraph 8, JUDe 2O,p. 784.

General S. WILLIAMS,
Headquarte'rs Army of the Potomac:

Shall I await here for Ord? General Sheridan thinks he was
marching for Lynchburg.
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WHITE HOUSE, VA., June 21, 1864.
(Received 12 m.)

Maj. THOMAS T. ECKERT,
Wa.'Jhington, D. C. :

No danger now. Enemy withdrew about 4 p. m. Sheridan ar
rived at 6; crossed at daylight. Hear artillery 2 miles down river
now (9 o'clock), but think we shall have no more of enemy here.
Sheridan remains here until further orders, but is directed to get
ready to join the Army of the Potomac soon as possible. I remain
until I get his permision to close. Abercrombie's command, some
thing over 2,000 infantry and ten pieces of artillery, still here, but I
understand leave to-day. General Abercrombie was this morning
relieved by General Getty, and has left for Yorktown. I destroyed
all my telegrams yesterday. Our tent was very prominent, and was
the first target for their shells.

BICKFORD.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
White House, Va., June 21, 1864.

OFFICER COMMANDING AT CUMBERLAND POINT, VA.:
The general commanding directs me to inform you that ono of

General Sheridan's brigades of cavalry will move down toward your
post and encamp in your neighborhood. They will send scouting
parties on all the roads. Be careful ~ot to mistake them for the
enemy's cavalry.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.,
R. L. ORR,

Captain and Acting Assistant Aqjutant-General.

-"--

HEADQUARTERS FIRST RHODE ISLAND CAVALRY,
White House, Va., June 21, 1864.

Capt. R. L. ORR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the return of Captain Rogers
with his squadron. He reports that he proceeded to Cumberland
Landing, via New Kent Court-House road, discovering large clouds
of dust moving toward him. He sent a sergeant to report the fact,
and that he would return by the river road. The captain had arrived
within about 2i miles of White House Landing, on his return last
night (2Dth), when his advance guard came upon a column of rebel
cavalry and artillery; they opened upon him with their artillery and
carbines, dismounting 1 man, taking him prisoner. The captain
retired to Cumberland Landing, the enemy following close upon his
rear. On returning to-day he found by inquiries of the inhabitants
that the force that attacked him consisted of a portion of Hampton's
cavalry llivision, numbering about 1,000 strong. The enemy took
the Williamsburg road toward Richmond. About \) a. m. to-day
the captain met General Sheridan's cavalry, about 3 miles down the
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river on the road leading to Cumberland Landing. Captaill met
with no opposition on his retuI'll to-day. Arrived here about 5 p. m.
to-day.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. M. FARRINGTON,

Major, Command-ing Regiment.

P. S.-Shall I withdraw my cavalry pickets? General Sheridan's
command is bivouacked directly in advance of my pickets, and prob
ably has pickets several miles outside of my line.

P. M. FARRINGTON.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
White House, Va., June 22, 1864-4 p. m.

:Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

I moved against the enemy's forces at this place yesterday; they
all fell back over Black Creek, taking a strong position near Tuns
stall's Station. During the night the enemy retreated and crossed.
Bottom's Bridge. I sent General Torbert's dIvision to Jones' Bridge
this morning. Have not yet learned whether or no General Torbert
has secured the crossing at that place. I shall start the trains to
night for Jones' Bridge, and hope to get everything off by to-morrow
morning. I have in the trains here 800 wagons.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, CU7n7nuncring.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 22, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,
Commanding First Brigade, Second Division:

GENERAL: In compliance with instructions from corps headquar
ters, you will move your brigade to Baltimore Store, following the
division of General Torbert, which has been ordered to Jones' Bridge.
You will keep up communication with General Torbert, and in case
he requires support at Jones' Bridge, you will use yl)ur brigade for
that purpose.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
White House, Va., June 22, 18G4-10 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac:

The enemy have disappeared from our front. Torbert's division
moves immediately for Jones' Bridge. Everything will be away
from here, I think, by to-morrow morning.

GEO. W. GETTY,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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S. WILLIAMS,
A8s~".stant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 22, 18G4-G.30 a. m. (Received 7 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. G. W. GETTY,
Commanding at "White House, Va.:

Your dispatch of the 21st in relation to General Hunter received.
I suppose it was sent before the order breaking up the depot at White
House reached you. General Hunter when last heard from was
marchjng for Lynchburg.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
White House, Va., JU'IIR 23, 1864-4 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

The crossing of the Chickahominy was secured at Jones' Bridge
by General Torbert. Everything has gone from this place except
the rear guard. Some delay in our movement occurred in conse
quence of the supplies being insufficient.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major,- General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 23, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,
Comdg. First Brigade, Second Div., Cavalry Corps:

GENERAL: Colonel Gregg's brigade is in position on the stage
road at Wall's Tavern. You will at once move ¥.our brigade from
Baltimore Store to Jones' Bridge, where you Will receive' further
orders from General Sheridan.

Very respectfully, your obedient serva~t.z

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier-Geneml of Volll,nJeers,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 24, 1864. (Received 4.45 p. m.)

Col. T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, City Point, Va.:

Direct General Sheridan to drop down to where the army crossed
James River, and General Ingalls to furnish transportation to cross
his command.

U. S. ,GRANT,
Lietdenant~General,

JUNE 24, 1864-4.50p, m.
General RAWLINS,

Chief of Staff, General Meade's Headquarters:
Colonel Smith, of General Sheridan's command, has just arrived

here to see General Grant. He reports that Sheridan's command

.-
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GEO. A. FORSYTH,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

and wagon train have arrived at Wilcox's Wharf. The enemy appear
and are roported to be in groat force on the opposite siue of HmTillg
Creek. Hampton's force crossed bySaillt Mary's Church last night
toward Westover, and the negroes say that it was ahout three hours
in passing. Yesterday one brigade of the enemy's ell.valry made an
attack for the purpose of getting into the wagon train, but were re
pulsed. This morning the advance guard of the train was attacked,
but the enemy were driven back until they took up the position on
the opposite side of Herring Creek. The enemy is supposed to be
in force at Phillips'. General Sheridan desir~s to know whether he
had better push through with his train; whether we have any
force on the north side of the river to assist him, if necessl\ry;
whether it is deemed safe to try to risk the train to come up to Har
rison's Landing. General Ingalls is of the opinion that the com
mand would better drop down in the Neck, where the army crossed,
and where the train could be easily protected and ferried over at
Douthat's, and at the point where the pontoon was laid. Please
give directions. The officer is waiting.

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. CAVALRY .CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Jordan's House, Va., June 24, 1864-3.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General GREGG,
Commanding Second Caval'ry Division:

Major-General Sheridan directs me to say that the train moves via
Charles City Court-House; that he desires you to move via Saint
Mary's Church, and to report to him as soon as you arrive at that
point.

HDQRS. CAV. CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Near Cross-Roads, 3 Miles fl'Oln Charles City Cotwt-Home,

June 24, 1864-10 a. m.
Brig. Gen. D. MeM. GREGG,

Commanding Second Di·rision:
There is some skirmishing in front of Charles City Court-House,

on road to Harrison's Landing. The enemy attacked the Ninth New
York Cavalry and were driven back about Itmiles. I am now mov
ing the infantry down, and will move Torbert's division. Look out
for Davies. Support him, if necessary.

1rery respectfully,

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 24, 1864.

General D. McM. GREGG:
Colonel Chamberlain has just reported to me. I will park the

train this evening ator near Wilcox's Landing. You can move down
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on the road you went out this morning, if you are satisfied that the
whole of the rebel cavalry is at Phillips'. There is a (lirect road to
HiclllllUlld from Phillips' Shop. Have they not gone back on that
road toward Richmond? The small force shown here has disap
peared. Encamp at Charles City Court-House.

Respectfully,
P. H. SHERIDAN,

Majar-General.

CITY POINT, VA., June 25, 1864-11.30 a. m.
(Received 2.20 p. m.)

Major-General HALLECK,
Washington, D. 0.:

Richmond papers of yesterday state that Hunter at last accounts
was at Fincastle. He will probably ~o to Beverly. There will be
no use in Stahel attempting to reach hIm. All quiet here. Sheridan
is now crossing the river where the army crossed. Yesterdayeven
ing Gregg's division had a very severe fight with the enemy between
Charles City Court-House and Long Bridge. I do not know the re
suit, but understand unofficially that we saved all the wagon train,
which seemed to be the object of the attack. The loss was said to be
heavy on both sides, the enemy coming in close canister range. The
same Richmond paper announces that Wilson reached Burkeville.
I shall try to give the army a few days' rest, which they now stand
much in need of.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

CITY POINT, VA., June 25, 1864-1 a. m.
Major-General BUTLER,

Commanding, &:c.:
Can you send 1,000 or 1,500 infantry to Douthat's Wharf before

daylight. Sheridan has been attacked this evening, and with great
difficulty and with heavy loss of men has saved his train so far. He
expects another attack at daylight, and would be much assisted if
some infantry could reach him in time.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

JUNE 25, 1864-2.55 a. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT:

Have ordered two regiments from my line to march to wharf at
Point of Rocks. Have ordered up transportation to take them to
Douthat's Wharf. Will you send down and get ready a boat or boats
at City Point in case mine have not steamed up or are unready? Can
not Sheridan fall back to Wilson's Wharf, about 4 miles? He will
there have the cover of our work and 1,500 men to assist him. There
are also two gun-boats there to aid him. A boat from City Point
can reach Wilson's Wharf in an hour and fifteen minutes.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.
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JUNE 25, 1Rfi4-3.15 a. m.
Will General GrulltJllease tell me exactly where SIII'ri,lall is, tha.t

I may be able to give irections to the otiicer ill charKe of my men?
BENJ. F. BUTLER.

:Major-General, Commanding.

CITY POINT, VA., June 25, 1864.
Major-General BUTLER,

Cmnmanding, &:0.:
Charles City Court-House is the place where QUI' troops are, and

where the enemy is confronting them. The wagons and one division
of cavalry have come through to Wilcox's Wharf, but have been mov
ing during the night to Charles City Court-House.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutetidnt-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
OFFICE OF CHIEF QUARTERMASTER,

City Point, Va., June 25, 1864.
General SETH WILLIAMS,

Adjt. Gen., Army of the Potomac, General Meade's Hdqrs.:
. I have returned from Douthat's Landing. General Sheridan is

there with his command. His trains are all in without loss. They
are in good condition. Gregg's loss of men in the fight yesterday is
much less than was reported this morning. Arrangements are good
for crossing, though it will take several days to ferry the whole com
mand over.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brigadier-General, Chief Quartermaster.

CITY POINT, June 25, 1864.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS:

The command from White House consists of Twenty-eighth U. S.
Colored, !) officers and 336 enlisted men; Third New Jersey Battery,
3 officers and 141 enlisted men; Thirteenth Ohio Cavalry, 15 officers
and 390 men, dismounted; detachment Twenty-fifth New York Cav
alry, dismounted, 18 officers and 293 men, and Sixty-seventh Regi
ment Pennsylvania.volunteers, 6 officers and 205 enlisted men. The
command is encamped on James River opposite Fort Powhatan. I
report for further orders.

GEO. W. GETTY,
Brigadier-(}eneral.

CITY POINT, VA., June 26, 1864-4 p. m.
(Received 6 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

All is quiet and our men resting. Sheridan is crossing the river
near Fort Powha.tan, unmolested by the enemy. Gregg's loss was



794 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C.

~.,.~.--:--

[C!uP, XLYllL

much less than I was led to suppose by the verbal report first re
ceived. Sheridan says he thinks 225 killed, wounded, and misSing
will cover it, whilst he thinks the enemy's killed and wounded is
much greater. This is Gregg's loss between the Chickahominy and
James River, not counting losses in previous engagements. Nothing
heard from Wilson since he left Burkeville. If it is possible, I wish
paymasters could be sent here to pay the troops. The officers par
ticularly are suffering.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 26, 1864-9 a. m.

Lieutenant-General GRANT:

* * * • * * *

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

BABCOCK,
Lieutenant~Colonel.

I have no report from General Sheridan, but such as you recei ved
when last here, and as you sent him orders direct, I presume his
movements and progress are known to you.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
City Point, Vrj., June 26, 1864-10.30 a. m.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

After Gregg's loss General Sheridan sent an officer to me with a
verbal statement of his situation. I immediately sent the garrison
from here to his relief, and also all the men that could be well spared
from Bermuda Hundred, and wrote him a note telling him what to
do in case of another attack. It was then after 1 o'clock at night,
and you and your troops being distant I did not think it worth while
to bother you, particularly as all that could be done for the relief of
Sheridan had to be done from here or Bermuda. Sheridan is now
safe in as comfortable a place as he can be for recruiting his men
and horses. You can send him such orders as you deem best. I
think he should be got up leisurely to your left, where he can rest
and at the same time add stren~h to your position. _ Whilst this
excessively hot and dry weather Tasts we will give the men all the
rest we can. I have ordered out all the guns and other articles called
for by General Hunt.

CITY POINT, VA., Jwne 26, 1864-.
Major-General MEADE,

Cornlllanding Army of the Potoma~:

MR.jor-Genel'al Sheridan is now at these headquarters if yon wish
to ~end him any instructions.

By direction of Lieutenant·General Grant:

. _-._---_.
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CHIEF QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICI':,
City Point, June 26, 1I'U-!-1.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General 'WILLIAMS, '
Assistant Adjutant-General:

An officer can be sent immediately on arrival here to General Sheri
dan's headquarters. That general was exrected here at 10 to-day.
His command occupies the Neck at Douthat s. It is well situated for
water, rest, grass, &c. His trains are being ferried and will be over
to-morrow.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Chief Quartermaster.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Douthat's House, ra., June 26,1864--12.15 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chipf of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report my arrival at this place with
the Cavalry Corps, Brigadier-General Getty's command, and all the
wagons and ambulances left at the White House. On the 22d in
stant General Torbert secured the crossing at Jones' Bridge, and on
the 23d I crossed the command and wagons to the south side of the
Chickahominy. Just after parking my trains the enemy made an
attack on my advance on the Long Bridge road, but was driven back
by Colonel Devin's brigade and six companies of colored troops. On
the 24th resumed the march toward Haxall's via Charles City Court
House. I was obliged to divide my command, and in the evening
the enemy in overwhelming force attacked Gregg's division. He
was forced to fall back in the direction of Charles City Court-Honse,
punishing the enemy at every step. Not a horse or wagon was lost in
bringing over this long train of nearly 900 wagons. The cavalry we
had annoying was Hampton's and Fitz. Lee's divisions, Butler's
mounted infantry, and 1,600 dismounted cavalry, armed with mus
kets. The teams are being crossed rapidly over the James Riyer.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
It[{{jor-Generul, Co1lt1lUtnding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Junp 2U, 1864-12.30 a. lll. (Received 12.50 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN,
Commanding Cavalry Corps:

GENERAL: The commanding general directs that when your com
mand has crossed the James River, you proceed to take up a position
on the Petersburg and Jerusalem plank road on the left flank of the
army, sending a staff officer to these headquarters in advance of your
reaching the plank road, to recei\"e special instructions for your
guidnnce.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS.

Assistant Adjutant-General.

The officer who takes this dispatch to you will acquaint you with
the position now occupied by this army.
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HDQRR. CAVJ\LRY CORPS, AR~IY OF THE POTOMAC,
Cify Point, J-ll., Jnlle 26, IHG!-1.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Poiomac:

Your dispatch of this date directing me to take position on left
flank of army after crossing the James River received.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, CC)'f1unand-ing.

HDQR..q. CAVARLY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Douthat's House, JU'l1R 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. D. McM. GREGG,
Commanding Second Cavalry Diz,ision:

The major-general commanding has directed me to inform you
that he wIll be away this a. m.

A. F. HAYDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. G. W. GETTY,
Commanding, &c. :

GENERAL: The commanding general directs that when the troops
composing your command at the White House have crossed the
James River you distribute the several regiments and detachments
as follows: The battalion of Rhode Island cavalry, to the Cavalry
Corps; the battery of New Jersey artillery, to the Second Corps;
the regiment (believed to be the Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania) belong
ing to the Sixth Oorps, :l.S also any other troops heretofore belonging
to the Army of the Potomac, to their respective commands. All
other troops will he ordered to report to Major-General Burm~ide,

commanding Ninth Army Oorps. Having giyen the necessary orders
to your troops, you will then procee<l to join rour division in the
Sixth Oorps. The staff officer who takes this dIspatch to you will
acquaint you with the positions now occupied by the several corps.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assista.nt Adjutant-General.

OKNERAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTER~ u. S; FORCES,
No. 12. James Rwel', la., June 26, 1864.

In accordance with orders from headquarters Army of the Poto
mo.c, the regiments and battalions of this command, after having
crossed the Jll,mes River, will proceed to the Army of the Potomac
near Petersburg, Va., and report as follows: Battalion First Rhode
Island Oavalry, to the major-general commanding Oavalry Corps;
Third New Jersey Battery, to the major-general commanding Second
Oorps; Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania. Yoluuteers, to the major-gen-
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eral cmp.manding Sixth Corps; Thirteenth Ohio and Twenty-fifth
New York (dismounted) Cavalry, and Twenty-eighth U. S. Colored
Troops, to Major-General BurnsIde, commanding Ninth Corps

By command of Brig. Gen. George W. Getty:
R. L. ORR,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
June 27, 1864-10.15 a. m.

Major-General SHERIDAN,
C01nmandinfj Cavalry Corps:

A body of the enemy's cavalr:y exceeding 1,000 strong was seen
leaving Petersburg this morning m a southerly direction on a road
near the Weldon railroad, probably for the pnrJ?ose of re-enforcing
the enemy's cavalry that followed Wilson, or of mterposing between
Wilson and us on Wilson's return. To anticipate any attempt at a
dash at the trains of the army, Gibbon's division has been sent to hold
the crossing of the Blackwater by the old Norfolk or Baxter road,
and the approaches between that and the Jerusalem plank road on
the right and Prill(~e George Court-House on the left. General Fer
rero's division is sent to hold from crossing of Blackwater, near
Prince George Court-House to Old Court-House; the dismounted cav
alry holding the crossing of Bailey'l:; Creek, ~t the Old Court-House.
The left of the army covers the Jerusalem plank road as far as 4
miles from Petersburg. The commanding general desires you to join
the army as soon as practicable, and be prepared for active co-oper
ation with General Wilson to aid his return.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
:ltfajor-General and Chief of Staff.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
City Point, Va., June 27, 1864-3.15 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Your dispatch has just been received. I will make
every effort to cross the river rapidly. The wagons and ambulances
will all be over to-night and the whole command to-morrow night.
I will cross one brigade of Gregg's division over the river this evening.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Jtlajor-Generol, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
June 27, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
A8si..~tant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I have the honor to request that the dismounted men
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gould, and many of which arE.
with the trains, be ordered to report at once to Major Beaumont, com
manding clismounted camp near Uity Point. Horses are nowarriv-
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ing at the rate of 200 daily, and it is very important that all the dis
mounted mon should be at this camp that they may be mounted,
armeo, and equipped. Arrangements have been made to furnish
everything necessary without delay. This will relieve Lieutenant
Colonel Gould from his present duty, and I would respectfully re
quest that he be ordered to join his regiment.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. P. H. SHERIDAN.

. .Major-Gene'ral, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
June 27, 1864.

D. McM. GREGG,
Brig. Gen., U. S. Vols., Comdy. Second Cau. Division.

Col. J. I. GHEGG,
Comdg. Second Brigade. Second Division:

COLONEL: General Davies' brigade has been ordered to move to
the landing to be ferriedoverthe river. You will relieve his pickets
connecting the left of your line with the right of the First Division,
and relieve the picket of tho First Division at Gregory's farm.
Your brigade will follow General Davies in crossing, but probably
not before to-morrow morning.

Yours, respectfully,

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 27, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,
Comdg. First Brig., Second Div., Cavalry Corps:

GENERAL: Y Oll will at once move your entire hrigade to the land
ing, where it will be ferried over the river this evening.

Very respectfully, your most obedient sen'ant,
H. C. WEIR,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
June 27, 1864.

Col. J. IRVIN GREGG,
CnTl/dg. Second Brig., Second Dit'., Cavalry Corps:

COLONEL: The general commanding directs that you move your
brigade punctually- at 4.30 a. m. to-morrow to the landing to be
ferried over tho river. Your pickets will remain as at proscnt es
tablished and will be relieved by the First Division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. Q. WEIR,

Captm:n and Assist<tnt Adjutant-Gene'ral.

ORDERS.] HDQRS. 2D BRIG., 2D DIV., CAVALRY CORPS,
June 27, 1864.

This brigade will move punctually at 4-.ao a. m. to-morrow, 28th
instant, to the river to be ferried over. The pickets will remain as
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at present established until relievl:'d by the First Division. Order
of march; First, Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Col. S. Wil
son; second, Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Maj. W. M. Biddle;
third, Battery I, First U. S. Artillery, Capt. A. M. Randol; fourth,
Sixteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Col. J. K. Robison; fifth,
Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Maj. M. Kerwin; sixth, First
Maine Cavalry, Maj. S. W. Thaxter; seventh, Second Pennsylvania
Cavalry, Lieut. Col. J. P. Brinton. RegiLlental cominanders, through
their adjutants, will notify these headquarters of their readiness to
march at the hour above mentioned.

By command of Col. J. Irvin Gregg: .
. JNO. B. MAITLAND,

Acting Assistant AfVutant-Ge1ieral.

HDQRS. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Wind-Mill Point, Va., Ju'ne 20, 186-1-8.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff:

All my command will be over the river oy 0.30 a. m. to-day. I
may be detained here to-day supplying my troops with subsistence,

.forage, and clothing. Will march to-morrow morning. WiH try,
however, to move to-day. .

P. H. SHERIDAN,
~Major-General,Commanding.

CITY POINT, June 20, 1864-2.30 p. m.
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General:
The last of General Sheridan's command crossed the James River

at 11 a. m.
RUFUS INGALLS,

Chief Quartermaster.

CONFEDERATE CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 117. R1:chmond, May 20, 1864.
* • • • * • •

XIII. The four brigades composin~ Pickett's division, viz,
Kemper's, Hunton's, Barton's, and Corse s, and also Hoke's old bri
gade, will proceed immediately by railroad to the headquarters
Army of Northern Virginia and report to the general commanding.
Brigadier-General Gracie's brigade will take position at Chaffin's
farm in place of Hunton's brigade, and a regiment from that bri
gade will relieve the Twenty-eighth Virginia Volunteers, now on
temporary duty in this city.

XIV. Col. R. E. Burke. Second Regiment Louisiana Volunteers,
will report to Brig. Gen. James L. Kemper, for temporary duty with
the l'eservo forces of Virginia.

• • * * • * •
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R. E. LEE.

R. E. LEE,
General.

[MAY 20, 1864.]

XX. The cavalry uuder the command of Colonel ShinglPT, on
temporary duty in the Department of North Carolina and Southern
Virginia, will report to Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., commanding,
&c., in this city. .

* * * * * * *
XXV. The Third Virginia Volunteers, forming a portion of

Pickett's division, will proceed immediately to the headquarters
Army of Northern Virginia and report to tho general commanding
for assignment to duty.

By command of the Secrt)tary of War:
JNO. WITHERS,

Assistant Adjutant-Ge1le·ral.

SPOTSYLVANIA COURT-HOUSE, May 20, 1864.
(Via Chesterfield, 21st. Received 8 a. m. 21st.)

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: .
The enemy has continued quiet to-day; he is taking ground to

ward our right and intrenching, but whether for attack or defense
is not apparent.

GENERAL ORDERS, I HDQRS. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
No. 44. f May 20, 1864.

The commanding general announces to the army with heartfelt
sorrow the death of Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, late commander of
the Cavalry Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia. Among the
gallant soldiers who have fallen in this war General Stuart was
second to none in valor, in zeal, and in unfaltering devotion to his
country. His achievements form a conspicuous part of the history
of this army, with which his name and services win be forever as
sociated. To military capacity of a high order and all the nobler
virtues of the soldier he added the brighter graces of a pure life,
guided and sustained by the Chrlfiltian's faith and hope. The mys
terious hand of an Allwise God has removed him from the scene of
his usefulness and fame. His grateful countrymen will mourn his
loss and cherish his memory. To his comrades in arms he has left
the proud recollection of his deeds, and the inspiring influence of
his example.

Lieut. Col. G. M. SORREL,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: From information derived from several different
scouts, I do not think the enemy has advanced much to our right
to-day. A skirmish line is still in my front, but I cannot learn that
it iR supported by any respectable force. I am told the enemy has
a picket near Crutchfield's Mill, on the Po; we have one on the other
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[MAY 20, 1864.]

C. S. VENABLE,
Aide-de-Camp.

\

'.

side. At General Lee's suggestion General Early replaces the Texas
brigade on the left of my lino, and that brigade moves to the other
side of the Po in support of the guns there.

C. W. FIELD,
Majur-GerU!ral.

P. S.-I think General Lee desires this information sent him.
C. W. F.

Lieut. Gen. R. S. EWELL, Commanding:
GENERAL: General Lee directs me to say that Maj. Gen. W. H.

F. Lee reports at 2.30 p. m. that his pickets were driven in at
Smith's Mill, where the Telegraph road crosses the Ny River. They
report that the enemy has a line of dismounted skirmlShers, followed
by infantry.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. MARSHALL,

Aide-de-Camp.
P. S.-The enemy seems to be lengthening out his line down the

Ny, offering us an opportunity to strike at him. The general wishoo
to know whether you discover any movement of the enemy in your
front, and whether his I'ear is weak enough for you to strike at?

C. M.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 20, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. R. S. EWELL, C01n:rnanding Corps:
GENERAL: General Lee bids me say that the enemy seems now,

by the reports of our reconnoitering officers, to ha.ve extended his
left tu the Po in front of Anderson's. He has heard nothing from
you of the enemy in your front, or of the necessity of your retaining
your present position. He desires you to have your troops in rea(li
ness to move at daybreak to-morrow to take position on the right.
He desires you to move at that time without further orders, pro
vided you find nothing to detain you in your present position. Your
troops can move by the road in rear of the lines out of view, and
cross the Po at Crutchfield's. Your wagons can move by the oM
Spotsylvania Court-House road. He desires to hear from you.

Yours, very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS THIRD ARMY CORPS,
May 20, 1864-10.15 p. m.

Lieut. Col. W. H. TAYLOR,
. Assistcmt Adjutant-General, Army of Northern Virginia:

COLONEL: I have put into the trenches one of Kirkland's regi
ments, of Heth's diVIsion, and one of Harris' regiments, of Ander
son's division, numbering together about 475 men, which were in
reserve. This will enable Field to withdraw the Texas brigade.

J. A. EARLY.
]fajor-General, Cummanding.

51 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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MAY 21,1864-4.45 a. m.
Respectfully referred to General Anderson.
The Texas brigade can be posted south of Po to support battery

and connect with General Ewell, who will take position on his right.
R. E. LEE,

General.

ANDERSON'S DIVISION,
Battle-field, Spotsylvania Court-House, May 20, 1864.

Lieut. Col. C. S. VENABLE,
Aide-de-Camp, &e. :

COLONEL: My attention has been called to your note of the 13th
instant to Maj. Gen. C. M. Wilcox, acknowledging the receipt of cer
tain stand of colors claimed to l1ave been captured by parties of Lane's
brigade the day previous, 12th May, and 1Il justice to a modest but
none the less gallant soldier, I beg to invite attention to the follow
ing facts and circumstances as furnishing abundant testimony that
the flag of the Seventeenth Michigan, claimed to have been captured
by Lieut. J. M. Grimsley, Company K, Thirty-seventh North Carolina
Troops, and accordingly accredited in your note, was in fact, beyond
doubt, ca:ptured by Private Thomas W. Savage, Company I, Forty
first Virgmia IJ.}.fantry. Savage, than whom no man stands highl:'r
for integrity and soldlCrly conduct, tells me that he captured a color
bearer and several prisoners, together with two of Lane's brigade,
whom the Yankees had in possession; that he ordered the party to
the rear under the charge of the tWQ recaptured men of Lane's bri
gade, first placing guns in their hands; that he did not stop in the
heat of the fight to take the colors from the Yankee color bearer,
deeming it more important to pursue the fight. Captain Girardey,
acting upon the diVIsion staff, met a squad of Yankees in charge of
two of our men, embracing a Yankee color bearer, yet carrying his
own colors. He directed the surrender of these colors to a lieuten
ant of ours standin~ near by. This was just outside the woods near
the ice-house. MaJor Etheredge, commanding the Forty-first Vir
ginia Infantry at the time, and Lieutenant Riddick, of Savage's com-

lJany, bear testimony to the correctness of Savage's statement, as will
JIt seen by their communications to me herewith IIlclosed. There we're
in all but four flags captured in this flank movement of the two bri
gades, Lane's and Mahone's. of the 12th May, alid one of these was a
guidon, two stand of the Fifty-first Pennsylvania and the Seventeenth
Michigan. There is no dispute about the guidon or the two stand
of the Fifty-first Pennsylvania. One of these latter was captured by
Lane's bri~ade, and in your note is accredited to Lieut. O. A. Wig
brins, Nortll Carolina troops; the other stand, one which bears a
plate of inscription as a present to the regiment, was handed by
myself to Col. W. H. Taylor. This flag was captured by a liU€T
bearer, Private Lponidas H. Dean, Company B, Twelfth Virginia
Infantry. who seized a ~un in the fight and captured this stanel of
colors. color beare'r, and 8 prisoners, and delivered the whole over to
me. It is clear then that the flag captured by Savage must be the
same flag which Captain Girard('y e!\us('d to he surrendered to a lieu
t(,lIltllt. because there was but one flag of the four brought out by tho
Yankee color bearer, amI it is equally plain that these were the
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colors of the Seventeenth Michigan; the other three stand are
plainly accounted for. I invite attention to this matter that merit
may not be accorded to the undeserving, more than to secure for
Savage the little credit that may be due for tho capture of a flag.

I am, colonel, VOI'y respectfully, &c.,
WM. MAHONE,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Andersm~'s Dit'ision.

[lndorHementa.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 8, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Lieut. Gen. A. P. Hill. commanding,
&c., who is reqnested to make a full investigation of the circulU
stances of the capture of the colors of the Seventeenth Michigan
Regiment, and send report of the same as early as practicable.

By command of General Lee:
C. S. VENABLE,

Aide-de-Camp.

HEADQU ARTERS THIRD ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864-.

Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. C. M. Wilcox, commanding,
&c., for the desired investigation and report.

By command of Lieut. Gen. A. P. Hill:
. WM. H. PALMER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS WILCOX'S DIVISION,
June 9, 1864-.

Respectfully referred to Colonel Barry, who will havo reportell
clea.rly and distinctly all the facts eonnected with the capturo of the
three flags on the 12th ultimo, a Michigan, Pennsylvania, and a bat
tery flag; let the report be made as soon 8.<; possihle.

C. M. WILCOX,
~J[(1jor-General.

HKADQUARTEHS THIRD CORPS.
June 12, 1864..

Respectfully forwarded.
The statements seem to be irreconcilable.

A. P. HILL,
Lieutenant·General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 12, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded, for the information of the Department, in
connection with th'3 captured flag of the Seventeenth Michigan Regi
ment forwarded a few days since. Lieutenant Grimsley's deposition,
alluded to by Colonel Barry, will be forwarded as soon as received.

F01' General R. E. Lee:
W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Adjutant-Genaal.
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WM. H. ETHEREDGE,
~flfajol', Coradg. Forty-first Virginia Infantry.

[InclO8Ul'l'l No.1.]

HDQRS. 41sT VIRGINIA INFANTRY, MAHONE'S BRIG.,
May 21, 1864.

Major-General MAHONE:
SIR: I have the honor to state that I know that I saw a stand of

colors with a lot of prisoners sent by me to the rear, which werA
captured by Private Thomas W. Savage, of Company I, of this reg
iment, on the 12th of this month, in a charge made by this brigado
on the enemy, and that the said Savage recaptured from the enemy
at the same time two North Carolinians of General Lane's brigade.
I believe the color8 was from the Seventeenth Michigan Re~iment.

The statement of Lieut. J. B. Riddick, of Company I, of tlus regi
ment, who was an eye-witness of the transaction, will more fully

• explain the matter. There were several non-commissioned officers
and privates who know the same fact!! and whose statement can be
procured if deemed necessary.

Respectfully, &c.,

[Inclosure No.2.]

IN LINE OF BATTLE, May 21, 1864,.
I know Private ThomM W. Savage to be a truthful and reliable

man, and I take pleasure in stating that I believe he is wholly enti
tled to the credit of capturing the colors of th(\ enemy on the 12th
of May. I did not see the transaction because I was in the center of

. the regiment all the time, and Company r is on the extreme left.
o R. B. BRINKLEY,

Capt. Co. I, and Aetg. Major 41st Virginia Infardry.
[Inclosure No.3.)

HEADQUARTER8 ANDERSON'S DIVISION,
May 2], 1864.

Lieutenant RIDDICK,
Company I, ForfY-first Virginia:

General Mahone desires vour statement of the facts connected
with the capture of the cofurs of the Seventeenth Michigan Regi
ment aIlIl the Fifty-first Pennsylvania Regiment. Your early atten
tion to this matter is desired.

THOS. S. MILLS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MAHONE'S BRIGADE.
Major MILLS:

Thomas W. Savage, of my company, captured one stand of colors.
Regiment not known.

J. B. RIDDICK,
Lieutenant, Commanding Company 1.

WILCOX'S LIGHT DIVISION,
June 11, 1864-.

Col. W. H. TAYLOR,
Assisf<l1lt Ar1jutant-Gpnernl:

SIR: I have the hOllor to return the papers of General Mahone
with reference to the capture of flag:'! from the enemy on the 12th
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ultimo, near Spotsylvania Court-House, referred to me from corps
headquarters for investigation and report. I referred the paper~,
as will be seell, to Colonel Barry, commanding Lane's brigade, for
rOl>ort, and the report is herewith inclosed. I beg leave to state
what little I kllOW personally of the three flags forwarded by myself
to army headquarters, accompanied by a note explaining by whom
they were captured. In the afternoon of the 12th ultimo, after the
actIOn in which Lane's and Mahone's brigades were engaged was
nearly over, Major Engelhard, assistant adjutant-general of the
division, came up to me, I being at the battery near the barn, from
the woods in which Lane's brigade had been engaged, bearing a
Federal flag, the Fifty-first Pennsylvania. Not long after this, a
few minutes, an officer rode along in the rear of the line of rifle-pits
waving a Federal flag in view of our troops, who cheered as he
passed. Lane's men in the mean time wore coming out of the woods,
and soon formed iuline in rear of the rifle-pits ucar the Court-House.
I rode down to the brigade and saw two Federal 'flags ill the.tanks
of this brigade. The following day I directed these flags to be for
warded to me ",;th a statement as to the manner of their capture and
by whom they were captured. When the flags were received by me I
forwarded them to army headquarters, accompanied by a note ex
plaining by whom they were captured. The flags so forwarded wt>re
those of the Fifty-first Pennsylvania, the Seventeenth Michigan, and
a battery flag. The flag borne by the officer who rode in rear of the
rifle-pits I know nothing of, neither did I know the officer; he was
not of my division. Several days after the flags were forwarded by
me to headquarters, and after a reference to it had been made in the
Richmond papers, I met General Mahone at the church near the
Court-House. He said to me that he would like to say a few words
to me, for he knew that I had innocently been led into an error with
reference to the flags forwarded by me to headquarters, and reported
by me as captured by Lane's brigade. I told him that I was will
ing, of course, to be put right if any mistake had been made.
General Mahone then went on to state and to explain that the flag of
the Fifty-first Pennsylvania had been taken by a man of his brigade,
and gave some details and particulars. 1 stated to the general that
Major Engelhard had brought the flag to me, that he had received it
from the hands of the officer who had captured it. General Mahone
insisted that I must be mistaken, for he had taken down a memoranda
in pencil of the flag, and had sent it in out of the fight. I could not
see how there could be any mistake on my part. Major Engelhard
came up at this time and stated to General Mahone how he had come
in possession of the Fifty-first Pennsylvania flag. I then told the
general that perhaps it was the flag that the officer rode along- the
lines with that he had taken the memoranda of. He said no, he knew
nothing of that, but it was the flag of the Fifty-first Pennsylvania,
while I and Major Engelhard knew that we had in our possession
this Fifty-first flag when this officer rode by us earrying the flag
that has been referred to above. I would regret exceedingly to have
made any official statement to the commanding general that was not
correct, and I took all precautions not to state anything not borne ont
by official statements of others. I believe now that my official note
with reference to the flags is entirely true; and at the interview be
tween General M. and myself the only point at. issue was that Lane's
brigade had the credit of taking the Fifty-first Pennsylvania flag.
From the general's letter it appears now to be the Seventeenth Mich-
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[Inolosure.]

igan. I am so clear in my recollectiou that it was the flaf of the
Fifty-first Pennsylvania that the trouble was about that would
like for General M. to know that such is my opinion~ He said noth
ing about the Seventeeuth Michigan. I feel no interest in the mat
ter except to be satisfied in my own mind that my official note with
reference to the flags was correct. If General M. can make it appear
that my note was incorrect I will be under obligations to him. and
take great pleasure in correcting it. A court of inquiry, with or<:ers
to report all the facts with reference to the capture of the ~O"S,

could soon clear up all doubts in the case.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. M. WILCOX,
Major-General.

I

I

_J
. - _'!.."'---

HEADQUARTERS LANE'S BRIGADE,
June 10, 1864.

Maj. JOSEPH A. ENGELHARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

MAJOR: I have the honor to submit the following statement in
regard to the recent capture by this brigade of a guidon and two
flags from the enemy in a char~e upon them on the 12th ultimo.
The guidon was captured by PrIvate James H. Wheeler, Companv
E, Eighteenth Regiment North Carolina Troops, which was wit
nessed by many of the officers and men of his regiment. The flag
of the Fifty-first Pennsj'"lvania Regiment was captured by Lieut. O.
A.Wiggins, Company E, Thirty.seventh Regiment North Carolina
Troops, in the presence and by directiou of Brigadier-General Lane.
The flag of the Seventeenth Michigan Regiment was captured by
Lieut. J. M. Grimsley, Company K, Thirty-seventh Regiment
North Carolina Troops, which was witllessed by 25 or 30 men of
this brigade. The latter stand of colors is the only one in dispute
claimed by General Mahone, and" that merit may not be accorded
to the undeserving more than to secure for Lieutenant Grimsley the
little credit that may be due for the capture of a flag," I invite your
attentioll to the following, establishing by facts which cannot be
questioned his right and title to the credit of the capture. I regret
to say that Lieutenant Griml'lley was woullded at J el'lCho Ford on the
23d ultimo, and is now at home, rendering it impossible for me to
get a written statement from him in time to embody it in this report.
Lest the controversy may be continued, however, I have written
lJim to forward Lis depOSItion concernin~ the capture, properly au
thenticated. Before Ius departure, Captams Hale, assistant adjutant
general, and Nicholson, assistant inspector-general to this brigade,
heard General Lane say to him that he had hoard that some of Gen
eral Mahone's men claimed to have captured his flag, to which
Grimsley very indignantly replied, denying it, 8ssertin~ upon oath
the falSIty of their claim, and his ability to :p,rove hIS own by It.
number of mEm of his regiment, "eye-witnesses' to the transaction.
Corporal Plummer, Company K, and Privates Heath, Company B,
Alexander, Company C, and Mitchell, Company K, Thirty-seventh
Regiment North Carolina Troops, "than whom no men stand
higher for integrity and soldierly conduct," who were "eye-wit
nesses of the affair," have been carefully and closely examined by
me, anq they all agree in the following statement: That Lieutenant
Grimsley, with 25 or 30 of his regiment, met up with a Yankee
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ATLEE'S, May 20, 1864.

color-sergeant and some half dozen other Yankees; that 'Lieutenant
Grimsley demanded their surrender, to which the sergeant replied
" Certainly, lieutenant, but as I have carried the colors so long do
let me bear them to the rear;" that Lieutenant Grimsley consonted,
directing some of his men to take charge of them and keep a "sharp
lookout" upon them. Corporal Plummer, in addition and just here,
testifies that at that time the Yankee sergeant took off the oil-cloth
cover which belonged to the flag, and which he had tied around his
waist, and also the staff pouch (now used in the Thirty-seventh Reg
iment North Carolina Troops) and gave it to him. Just then a
Yankee officer, "a large man, whom the men called colonel," came up
with a squad of 15 or 20 men. Lieutenant Grimsley went up to him
and remarked that he (the colonel) was completely surrounded, and
in order to save his own life and the lives of his men they had better
throw down their arms and be conducted to the rear. ,The colonel
agreed, remarkin~ to his men, "Boys, we are surrounded and had
better surrender.' They did so, and as our forces were then falling
back Lieutenant Grimsley with his men conducted the party to the
rear with the colors. Just before getting to the edge of the woods
Lieutenant Grimsley, probably desirous of carrying his own capture
himself into our lines, told the Yankee sergeant to hand the flag
over to him, which he did. The four witnesses above named assert
positively that they remained with Lieutenant Grimsley and by the
side of the Yankee ensign the whole time; that they were not at any
time captured by the enemy and recaptured by one of General Ma
hone's men; that none of Mahone's men were near at any time that
they were aware of, and, remaining as they did cons,tantly with the
colors and Lieutenant Grimsley, they did not see nor hear of "Cap
tain Girardey, acting on the division staff," who, it is said, directed
some colors to be handed over to a lieutenant" in the field near the
ice-house."

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. D. BARRY, '

Colonel, Cornrnanding Lane's Brigade.

Col. BRADLEY T. JOHNSON:
I am moving up west side of Central railroad, b~' Merry Oaks, to

Spott. Wingfield's, from which place I can get eIther to Hanuver
Court-House or to Wickham's Turnout.

FITZ. LEE,
Major-General.

• HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE CON7EDERATE STATES,
Rt'chrrwnd, May 20, 186-1.

General S. COOPER, Adjutant and Inspector General:
GENERAL: The Third Virginia Regiment. of Kemper's brigade,

is detained by General Bea.uregard somewhere in his department.
Please require him to send it forward immediately, and he should
explain why he withholds a regiment when tho bl'lgade to which it
is attached is ordered to move.

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
BRAXTON BRAGG,

General.
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JNO. B. SALE,
Colonel and Milita1'y Secretary.

RDQRR. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Richmond, May 20, 1864.

General SAMUEL COOPER,
Adjutant and inspector General:

GENERAL: Please direct special orders, viz: Brig. Gen. P. M. B.
Young, now in Richmond, to take charge of the bodies of ca.Yalr)~

arriving here from south for Army of Northern Virginia, and IJre
pare them as rapidly as possible for active field service, and when pre
pared respectively send them forward at once to refort to Maj. Gen.
Fitz. Lee. When all shall have been sent, he wil himself proceed
to Major-General Lee and report in person for assignment to their
command.

For General Bragg:
I am, general, very respectfully,

HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Richmond, May 20, 1864.

General SAMUEL COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

GENERAL: By direction of the President, I yesterday sent inclosed
tolegram from his office to General Beauregard, for the movement
of Hoke's brigade, and the three brigades of Pickett's division; Light
foot's artillery battalion, belonging to Ransom's command, was
also ordered to this side. Since that telegram, the infantry has been
directed, as you know, to proceed and join General R. E. Lee. Hun
ton's brigade, now at Chaffin's Bluff, should move, too, with its
division. Please order General Beauregard to send Gracie's to relieve
it. Elliott's City Battalion, temporarily attached, should not ffo,
but the regiment of Hunton's in the city ([Twenty]-eighth Virgillla)
should be relieved by one from Gracie's brigade.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BRAXTON BRAGG,

General.
[Inclosure.]

RICHMOND, May 19, 1864.
General G. T. BEAUREGARD

Chester Stat·ion:
Please inform me when, where, and how the enemy crossed to

the north side of James River, as ref0rted this morning by Colonel
Baker. Order the three brigades 0 Pickett's division, Hoke's bri
gade, and Lightfoot's battalion of artillery, to cross the bridge im
mediately above Drewry's, and report to Major-Gen~al Ransom.
Troops from South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, are en route,
and should commence arl'iving in Petersburg in two days.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

[WILMINGTON, N. C.,] 1J[ay 20, 1864.
General BRAXTON BRAGG,

Richmond:
Twelfth Georgia Battalion, 480 strong, left here at 11 a. m. to-day.

Part of Eighteenth Georgia Battalion here now, balance will a.rrive

-_I_ _I
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LOUIS HEBERT,
Brigadier-General.

to-night; the whole will leave at 1] a. m. to-morrow, some 250 or
300 strong. I have Iic)t been informed of allY other troops. I will
inquire south.

Report of inspection of fhe battalions of heavy artillery of ihe
Richmond Defenses, May 20, 21, 23, 24, and 25, 1864.

First Division, Lieut. Col. J. W. Atkinson commanding, com
posed of Tenth Virginia Battalion, Maj. J. O. Hensley commanding;
Nineteenth Virginia Battalion, Maj. N. R. Cary commanding.

Second Division, Lieut. Col. James Howard commanding; com
posed of Eighteenth Virginia Battalion, Maj. M. B. Hardin com
manding; Twentieth Virginia Battalion, Maj. J. E. Robertson com
manding.

Disposed on the intermediate line as follows:
Osborne road: One lip.utenant and 11 men-two 24-pounder siege

guns with only 20 rounds of ammunition apiece.
Fort Davis (a work on the extreme left of the line, connecting

Chaffin's Bluff with the intermediate line): One company-one
(j-pound'er, 60 rounds; one l2-pounder howitzer, 5.) rounds.

New Market rm\d: Detachment Company C, Tenth Virginia Bat
tallion-two 6-pounders, 45 rounds each; two buckets and one trail
handspike needed.

Darbytown road: One company Tenth Virginia Battalion-two
32-pounders, 20 rounds each; three 6-pounders, 64 rounds each; one
8-inch howitzer.

Williamsburg road: Company D, Nineteenth Virginia Battalion;
Companies Band C, Tenth Virginia Battalion-two 24-pounder Coe
horn mortars, five 12-pounder field gUllS, one IS-pounder rifle, one
6-pounder, one 8-inch shell gun; 50 rounds for each, except 18
pounder rifle, which has only 39.

New Bridge road: Companies A and C, Nineteenth Virginia Bat
talion-three 6-pounders, 150 rounds each,; two 24-pounder siege
guns, 52 rounds elwh.

Mechanicsville road: Companies D and E, Tenth Virginia Bat
taHon-one 32-pounder siege gun, 62 rounds; two 24-pounder how
itzers, 45 rounds each; one {i-pounder, 150 rounds.

Meadow Bridge road: Company E, Nineteenth Virginia Battal
ion-one James l2-pounder rifle, 124 rounds; one 10-pounder Par
rott, 98 rounds; one 8-inch howitzer, 40 rounds; one 24-pounder
howitzer, 88 rounds ~ one 32-pounder siege gun, 52 rounds; one 24
pounder siege gun, 50 rounds. .

Mitchell tract road: Detachment Dabney's company, Twentieth
Virginia Battl\J.ion-one 24-pounder howitzer, 42 rounds. Main body
of Eighteenth Virginia Battalion as infantry.

Brook road: Main Lody Twentieth Virginia Battalion-one 24
pounder howitzer, 70 rounds; two 32-pounder siege guns, 60 roulldl':'
each, one 8-inch howitzer, 40 rounds.

- MiiI road: One officer and 22 men of Twentieth Battalion-two
6-pounders, 50 rounds each.

Deep Run road: One officer and 30 m -n from Twentieth Batt.alion
two 24-pounder siege guns, 50 rounds each; one l2-poundeI' how
itzer,49 rounds; one 24-pounder howitzer, 65 rounds; onA 6-poUlllll'r,
62 rounds. Tarpaulin for protection of ammunition bad.
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Plank road: Company C, Twentieth Battalion-one 6-pounder, 56
rounlls; three 24-pounder siege guns, 52 rounds each. One ladle for
24-poundel' and two lanterns ueeded.

In the work overlooking the canal are two field guns manned by
a detachment from the navy battalion.

On the south side of James River the intermediate line is incom
plete from Broad Rock road to the river on the right. The troops
1Il this quarter are, therefore, posted in the forts of the interior line
as follows:

Battery 14: Detachment Green's company Louisiana Light Artil
lery (just exchanged)-l officer and 20 men, one 8-inch shell gun, 40
rounds; one 32-pounder, 40 rounds; three 6-pounders, 50 rounds
each. This work is entirely commanded by the ground a few hundred
yards in front.

Battery 15: Detachment of Company D, Eighteenth Virginia Bat
talion, and Green's Louisiana company-five 32-poullders, 30 ruunds
each; two 6-pounders, 50 rounds each; one 12-pounder howitzer, 26
rounds.

Battery 17: Detachment (I officer and 17 men) Green's (Louisiana)
company-one 8-inch shell gun.. 40 rounds; one 32-pounder, 40
rounds. .

The following guns are disposed on the intermediate line, each
with a detachment of5 men from the Eighteenth Virginia Battalion
and Green's (Louisiana) company: -

Broad Rock road: One 12-pounder, 40 rounds; two 6-pounders, 50
rounds each; one 12-pounder howitzer, 40 rounds.

Between Broad Rock road and Petersburg railroad: One 6-pounder,
50 rounds; one 12-pounder howitzer, 39 rounds.

Petersburg railroad: One 8-inch shell gun, 100 rounds; one 10
pounder Parrott, 45 rounds.

Petersburg turnpike: One 6-pounder, 50 rounds; one 12-pounder
howitzer, 39 rounds.

Second battery from the river: One 6-pounder, 50ronnds.
Battalion commanders report that they havEl no officers whom

it would be expedient to drop for incompetence or drunkeuness..
There are no schools of tactics.

Drill: As infantry, imperfect; in Companies A and C, Nineteenth
Virginia Battalion, bad; as heavy artillery, good, except detach
ment Company A, Twentieth Battalion, on Mill road, Most of the
commandin~ officers report that owing to the heavy details for
guard duty 1Il Richmond during the last ten months they have been
unable to drill their commands. The morale of these troops has
been doubtless much impaired by this service. Three drills a day
have recently been ordered by General Pemberton, and the details
for city duty are suspended. With the exception of two or three
companies, which have seen service, the men have had no artillery
practice. The non-commissioned officers Rl'e reported as generally
Ignorant of the theory of firing.

No officers absent without leave; 9 men who received furloughs
remain absent without leave. Clothing very good; 11 men entirely
without shoes, the remainder generally with excellent shoes; 72 men
without a blanket. These battalions have no transportatIOn.

Arms: One thousand one hundred and twenty'-five smooth-bore,
caliber .69; 28 rifled, caliber, .69; 215 rifled, calIber .58; 260 rifled,
caliber,54. Iuno case were the arms in as good orderasisl'equiJ:ed

--~
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of troops in garrison; many were rusty. Ammunition for artillery
and small-arms in good conditioll. The magazines on tho intornw
diate line are generally damp.

Staff departments: Lieutenant-Colonel Howartl has uo staff, Lieu
tenant-Colonel Atkinson has an adjutal't. Each battalion has a
regularly appointed adjutant, except the Nineteenth, in which an
officer is temporarily detailed for the duty; an acting assistant quar
termaster detailed from the line, and an assistant surgeon; and the
Eighteenth has a lieutenant detailed as acting ortlnance officer.
The uumber of extra duty men is not excessive. Four men of the
Twentieth Battalion are improperly detailed as a permanent guard
at MI'. Lyon's house; they should be relieved at short intervals.

As artillerists: It is not probable that these troops would do good
service in an emergency, on account of their almost entire want of
practice in or out of the presence of the enemy h'as infantry, scat
tered and broken up. as the companies now are, t ey ca1UlOt be con
sidered efficient. Two or three companies of veteran artillerists
would be a much more reliable force at the guns on the lines of
Richmond, and these battalions organized as a brigade of infantry
(1,429 bayonets), if it can be legally done, would make a handsome
re-enforcement to any army in the field.

Respectfully submItted.
ARCHER ANDERSON,

Lieut. Col., Asst. Adj!. Gen., on Inspection Duty.

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
No.9. May 20, 1864.
* * * • * * *

V. Maj. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, at his own request, is relieved
from the command of the Department of North Carolina and South
ern Virginia, and will proceed to Wilmington, N. C., and resume
command of the Third Military District.

* * * • * * •
VII. Pursuant to instructions from the Volar Department, the bri

gade of Brigadier-General Gracie will proceed to Chaffin's Bluff and
report to the commanding general of the Department of Richmond,
relieving the brigade of Brigadier-General Hunton. The brigade
of Brigadier-General Colquitt will relieve that of Brigadier-General
Gracie at Ollce.
. By command of General Beauregard:

JNO. M. OTEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Petersburg, ]fuy 20, 1864.

General BEAUREGARD, Headquarters:
GENERAL: I send you some reports just received and a sketch. * It

is reported also by the signal that as many as three regiments have
been seen at Red Bluff. How many regiments are coming from ~he
south, and what will we have here for the city? There is nothmg
now but Sixth North Carolina, about 300, and the militia.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

*Not found.

.--1
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W. H. C. WHITING,
Major- Genl'ral.

HEADQUARTERS,
Peierslmrg, May 20, 1864.

General W 18K,
Commanding Brigade, HiU's Dtvi8ioll:

GENERAL: The following is m)' indorsement on yo,ur report:*

HEADQUARTERS,
Petersburg, May 20, ISM.

Respectfully forwarded.
In one portion of this report General Wise makes a statement that he thought I

was drunk. I declare upon my honor as a gentleman that from my arrival here
and through the whole period covered by these reports herewith I have drunk
nothing but water aud coffee; and further, that since the first battle of Manassas
it has been my practice never to touch spiri~when the enemy is in my front. ThE'
order he refer!! to in the latter part of his letter was not issued, and I am surprised
that General Wise should have embodied it in his report. With regard [riCl thE'Y
are, as well as I recollect, substantially in accord with my own. I have sufficiently
touched upon the matter in my report, t written heforeI received this. I intet,ded
to issue such an order, but at request of General Martin refrained, withdrawing the
same. .

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

I beg that if any of your staff hnd the same impression with your
self, you will please to show them this.

Very respectfully,

SPOTSYLVANIA COURT-HOUSE, VA.,
May 21, 1864-8.40a. ill. (Received 10.30 p. m.)

Hon. J. A. SEDDON,
Secreta ry of War:

The enemy is apparently again changing his base. Three gun
boats came up to Port Royal two days since. This morning an
infantry force appeared at Guiney's; his cavalry advanced at
Downer's Bridge, on Bowling Green roarl. He is apparently plac
ing the Mattapony between us, and will probably open communica
tion with Port Royal. I am extending on the Telegraph road, amI
will regulate my movements by the information [sic] of his route.
I fear [sic] will secure him from attack till he crosses Pamunkey.

R. E. LEE.

SPECIAL ORDERS, )
No. 118. \

* *

ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Richmond, May 21, 1864.

* * * * *
II. Brig. Gen. P. M. B. Young, Provisional Army, C. S., now in

Richmond, will tak~) charge of the hodies of cavalry arriving }1l'l"l~

from tlle south for the Army of Nortbern Virginia, a.'l well as the dis
mounted men now in Richmond and its vicinity. The latter will bp
armed and equipped and ordered to report to Col. Bradley T. John
son, commanding at Hanover Junction. The former he will prepare
as mpidly a.s possible for active field service, and, when prepared,

* Not found. t See Part II, p. 256.
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send them forward promptly to report to "Maj. Gen. Fitz. Lee. When
all shall have been sent he will proceed in person ana rl\port to Maj.
Gen. Fitz. Lee for assignment to their command.

... ... ... *- ... ... ...
XVI. Capt. William H. Coe, of the Invalid Corps,will report to

MI~j. Gon. Robert Ransom, jr., commanding, &c., in this city, for
assignment to duty with Brig. Gen. John H. Winder.

... ... * ... ... • ...
XIX. General G. T. Beauregard will relieve the guard of 100 men

bdonging to Hunton's brigade stationed at Mattoax Bridge, on Rich
mond and Danville Railroad, by 200 men from his command. The
guard as soon as relieved will proceed to join its command, now
serving with Army of Northern Virginia.

... ... ... ... ... . ...

XXIX. Capt. V. J. B. Girardey, assistant adjutant-general, is
relieved from duty on the staff of Brig. Gen. A. R. Wright, and
will report to Col. R. H. Chilton, assistant adjutant and inspector
general, in this city.

XXX. Col. William Butler, First Regiment South Carolina Vol
unteers, will report without delay to General G. T. Beauregard,
commanding Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia,
for assignment to duty.

XXXI. The Twelfth Battalion Georgia Volunteers williroceed at
once to the headquarters A.rmy of Northern Virginia an report to
the general commanding for assignment to duty.

XXXII. The Ei~hteenth Georgia Battalion will proceed at once
to the Mattoax BrIdge, on the Richmond and Danville Railroad,
and relieve the detachment of the Twenty-eighth Virginia Volun
teers, Hunton's brigade. The detachment on being relieved will
movo promptly to its command, Army of Northern Virginia. Tho
Eighteenth Georgia Battalion will constitute the permanent guards
to the bridges over the Appomattox and the one 2 miles beyond
over Flat Creek.

.....................
XXXV. All the companies raised in the State of Virginia for

local defense and special service, commonly called home guards,
will report to Brig. Gen. James L. Kemper, commanding reserve
forces of Virginia, in this city, for orders.

By command of the Secr~tary of War :
JNO. WITHERS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,~. HDQRS. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
No. 128. f May 21, 1864.

I. Brig. Gen. William Terry will report to Lieutenant-General
Ewell for assignment to the command of the brigade formed by un it
ing the commands of Generals Steuart, J. A. Walker, and J. M.
Jones.

II. Brig. Gen. C. A. Evans will report to Lieutenant-General
Ewell for assignment to the command of Gordon's old hrigad<>.

... ... ... ... ... ... ~
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IV. Lieut.. Gen. A. P. Hill, having reported for duty, Maj. Gen.
J. A. Early is relieved from the command of his corps and will re
port to Lieutenant-General Ewell, to take charge of his own division.
Major-General Gordon will be aBsigned to the command of J ohn-

.son's division. The commandin~general takes this occasion to ex
press his thanks to Maj. Gen. J. A. Early for his conduct in the
command of the Third dorI>-~ in the late trying emergency.

By command of General R. E. Lee:
W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
May 21, 1864.

DIVISION AND ARTILLERY COMMANDERS:
The major-general commanding desires that you will prepare your

troops to move at a moment's notice. Do not withdraw them from
the trenches yet, but have them in readiness to move as soon as you
receive further orders. If they are not already supplied with two
or three days' cooked rations they should be at once.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. M. SORREL,

Lieutenant-Colont!l cmd Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 21, 1864-1 p. m.

Maj. Gen. R. H. ANDERSON,
. Commanding Corp.<;:

GENERAL: General Lee desires you to have pickets out on the
roafl hy which you marched, so as to avoid a surprise by tho enpmy.
General Hampton reports the enemy's infantry advancing from Mil
ford down the road toward Junction. General Lee's headquarters
are H miles below Junction, on Telegra~h road, right-hand side, in
an orchard near an old house, with a chImney running through the
middle. Please report yours.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
C. S. VENABLE,

Aide-de-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 21, 1864-3 p. m.

[General ANDERSON :]
GENERAL: General Early rCJ.>orts that he has swept his front nnd.

finds nothing but a linc of skIrmishers. I have dirocted General
Field to sweep his front, and if he finds enemy gone, to prepare his
troops to march and report result to you. I wish you, if he report.s
enemy gone, to put your troops in motion at once on the route which
I have designated to you.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
Jlfay 21, 186-1-4.15 p. m.

[General R. H. ANDERSON:]
GENERAL: General Early reports the enemy having }(\ft his front

as far as the Gayle house. GeIleral Field has just advanced his skir
mish line and taken 9 prisoners from Ninth Corps, which they say
is in his front. Unless we can drive these people out, or find out
whether they are all gone, we are detained here to our disadvantage.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

. SPOTSYLVANIA COL'RT-HoU8E. .Jfay 21, 1864.
(Received 8.40 a. m.)

COMMANDING OFFICER,
Hanover Junction:

I wish the troops from Richmond to continue route to me. Troops
from the valley can halt for the present at the Junction.

R. E. LEE.

SPOTSYLVANIA COURT-HoLSE, May 21, 1864.
1(aj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE :

Remain at Junction. Defend the position. Get up your trans
portation and be prepared to move. Fitz. Lee is following cavalry.

R. E. LEE.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
Jlfay 21, 1864-11.40.

COMMANDING OFFICER,
Hanover Jllndirm :

Enemy reported moving toward Richmond;' one column hy the
Bowling Green road, another by Downer's Bridge from Guiney's
toward Milford. Send out to ascertain approach of enemy, and no
tify General Fitz. Lee. Halt troops from Richmond at Junction.
Remove stores from Chesterfield to Junction, and make every prepa
ration to oppose him.

R. E. LEE.

HANOVER COURT-HoUSE, May 21, 1864.
General BRECKINRIDGE :

My scouts report no enemy on north side of Pamunkcy River.
FITZ. LEE,

Major- General.

PEAKE'S STATION, Jl.fay 21, 1864-8.1.5 a. m.
Col. B. T. JOHNSON:

The enemy's cavalry in lwavy force an) again advancing up the
Pamunkey River. They now occupy HanovPI' Court-House.

FITZ. LEE,
.J.lfajor-General.



. ~

816 OPJo:RATIONS IN 81';. VA. AND N. C. [CJuP. n.VIn.

WADE ·HAMPTON,
MoJor- General.

L. M. CAMpBELL'S, May 21, 1864-9.30 p. m.
Major-General BRECKINRIDGE:

GENERAL: I met the enemy near Wright's Tavern, 2t miles from
Milford, where thoy showed themsl:'lves in some force. I think
about five regiments were ~;een. At the poor-house I drove them
back, but they are still on this side of the river. I shall occupy
the road from Milfonl to thl:' Junction to-night, and will advise you
of any movement. General Corse is noor Penola, his left rest
ing on this road. Scouts just in say that only 6 of Sheridan's men
crossNl the Pamunkey, and 'that they went to Fredericksburg. The
raiding party who burned Hanover Court-House went down toward
Charles City. This party, between here and Milford, could be cut
off unless they are much larger than I suppose. I am sure that I
could burn the bridge behind them, and an attack in front would
destroy them. Could you send any more troops up to effect this?
I know this country thoroughly, and I think that a good blow
might be struck. I shall be hl~re to-night. If any of the cavalry
come to the Junction let them know that I am here.

Yours, very respectfully,

NEAR PENOLA, JIay 21, 1864-2 p. m.
. (Via Chesterfield.)

Major-General BRECKINRIDGE:
Colonel Porter states the enemy's cavalry appeared at Bowling

Green this morning at 7 a. m., took the road to Milford and occupied
it about 11 a. m. Our infantry are supposed to have retired by the
Milford bridge. Another column of three regiments, it is stated, has
crossed at Downer's Bridge, between Guiney's Station and Milford.
The iIlllications are that they are striking for Chesterfield. I shall
endeavor to cover the road frum Milford to Chesterfield.

M. D. CORSE,
B1·iyadl~er-Gelleml.

CHESTERFIELD, May 21, 1864-.
Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE:

This morning Kemper's brigade was attacked at Milford, by a
lar~e number of Yankee cavalry, and were compelled to retire as
theIr ammunition gave out. Sixty-one captured. Reported the Yan
kees ani advancing in this direction, with two brigades. on the Han
over J unction road. I havo 200 men and one piece artillery on
picket; on the road from Milford, 300 men, one piece artillery. Hu.ve
you any orders for me ?

D. B. BRIDGFORD,
llIajor, Commanding, &c.

CHESTERFIELD, May 21, 1864.
Major-General BRECKINRIDGE .

Received your dispatch. Have sent one piece of artillery to Gen
eral Corse at his reqllPst. He is now occupying the roads between
Pono]a and Milford un this side of tlw river. One of my scouts re
ports hl! lllet Yankee cavalry in line of battle near the poor-house.
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It.miles from the jlrl(Ig'\' a,1 Milfonl; also inlinc of halLIe at Wright's
TavcrJI. \ViII keep you constant Iy pos(('t1. I havl' a v'ry hc'avy
hain of \:olJ:lIlisRru·y. <luartC'rmasll·!'. allll ordnancl' wa.gons. I am in
doub\' whether to l:leud them ou to tho arlllY or not.

D, B. BRIDGFORD.
:Mlljor. &;'/'.

CHESTERFIELD, JIII!J U. IHU4.
Major-G\'nPl'al BRECKINRlDGE :

1 alll ol'll!>n'cl 1Iv GelJ('nLl Lt,\, lo fall ha,l·k to Hmwvl'r J lllH'hOIl as
::;oon as the stores' are sent off, I tbink l:lonw till1l' (o-nig-ht.

D. B. BRIDGFOH,D,
Jlqjor, &:c.

J (). R. SALE.
('o{l)nd (/ nd Jlil ifllt·y S(('I"dfll'y.

HOQRS. ARl\lIE' OF TIlE CONl<'IWERATE STATES.
Ric:llllW/Hl, J1a!J ~I, 1 H4.

Gellcral S.\Ml'EL CO()PF.:IC
ACUll{lIltl ultrl In8jJcdol' (/( ncral.-

GENERAL: I respuetflllly n'lllH'st that you infol'lll Gpllf'ral Bpltu
l'Pgal'l1 that tho guard of lOll Illl'n ,~t ;\fatLoltx Brillg-I'. on Ril'!llllond
and Danvill<' Railroa.d, is from Hunton's hrig-acl\', orclPl'ccl to A l'Iny
of Torthpl'Il Vil'g-inia. It must hI' imJl1pdiately rolieved by at lcast
200 IllPIl an(l must 1)\'(1\'\'1,\1 to join its brigade.

For G 'neml Bragg:
I a.m. guneral, vury respedfully,

r\VTL:\WWTO:-l, N. C.,] .J[ay 21, 1864.
General BRAXTON BRAGG, RiclwlOlld. J~((.,.-

The Eighteenth G('(JI'g-ia Battalion loft here for Borth at II a. m.,
200 stl'OlIg: alRo 1.')0 fUI'!ouglwcl 111('11 gOIH' to join their command.

o informatiun of ot!ll'r (l'!JOpS from Kouth.
LO 18 JntBERT.

Bl'iUfldiel'-(-/( n(f"al.

Abstract f1'fJ1n field I'etlll'll IIf tmops in 1IIIk(",~ tlil'i"io/l. J1!aj. Oell. Robert F. Hoke
cO/ltll/a1l/liny, fa/' Jlay 21, 1864.
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Clingman's Brigade.

8th North Carolina.
31st North Carolina.
51st North Carolina.
61st North Carolina.

JNO. A. WILLIAMS,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Engineers.

Composition of Hoke's Division.
Martin's Brigade. HagOOlEs Brigade.

17th North Carolina. 7th South Carolina Battalion.
42d North Carolina. 11th South f'>lU'olina.
66th North Carolina. 21st South f',arolina.

25th South Carolina.
27th South Carolina.

Colquitt's Brigad£.
6th Georgia.

19th Georgia.
28d Georgia.
27th Georgia,
28th Georgia.

Read's Thirlg-eighth Virginia Battalion Artillery.

Blount's battery.
Caskie's battery.
Macon's battery.
Marshall's battery.

JOHNSON'S HEADQUARTERS, May 21, 1864.
Dr. J. R. FRETWELL

(Care Col. W. H. Stevens) :
Can you raise some men, and bring down the eight torpedoes via

Drewry's Bluff? I can detail a few men here. I want them assigned
for floating down upon the monitors that are shelling us. McDaniel
has disappointed me.

HEADQUARTE~,
Near Ohester, Va.. , Hancock's House, May 21, 1864-

His Excellency President DAVIS, Richmond, Va.:
SIR: Your letter* of the 20th instant has boon delivered by Colonel

Melton. I shall do all in my power with my limited means to hold
in check the enomy in my front, who has nearly double my present
force, and, if possible, I will compel him to evacuate his pl'ffient
strong position. I succeeded yesterday, after a severe struggle, in
obtaining the shortest defensive line 111 front of his wOl;ks, which
extend from the James River to the Appomattox. This line is about
3 miles lon~, and when properly fortified will enable me with a small
force-say about 10,000 men-to hold in check and neutralize the
force of at least 25,000 men, which the enemy is now reported to
have on the peninsula of Bermuda Hundred. To drive him ·from
his present position the best plan would then be to send a force of
about 4,000 or 5,000 men to storm Fort Powhatan, and establish
there a battery of heavy guns, to command the navigation of the
James River at that point. This could be accomplished in a very
few days. Then by putting into the river torpedoes, and a rope
obstruction, under the protection of the gu.ns of fhe fort, no enemy's
vessels could 'pass up or down the river, and he would be compelled
to abandon hIS present position. i

With regard to re-enforcing General Lee, I shall be most happy to I

do so whenever you shall judge proper to order it. The prisoners .1

·Not'...... . "•.j
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taken yesterday report no part of Butler H forel's I\S havin,ll; yet been
sent to re-enforce General Grant. They state. on the contrary, that
a brigade of 5,000 or fj,OOO men was recl'ivl'd day before yesterday
by General Butler. This is rather doubt,ful, in my opinion. Gen
eral Gillmore may have received a few regimonts, or parts of regi
ments, from his former department, but nothing more.

I have ordered a close watch to be kept along the James River of
the movements of Butler's forces, in order to be informed as soon as
practicable of any re-enforcements he may send to Genoral Grant.

I inclose herewith an approximate statement of the etreetive force
I now }u~ve in fropt of the enemy, r~capitulated as follows: In
fantry, 1:3,000; artlllery, 850; cavalry, 680 ; total, 14,530,

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. T, BEAUREGARD.

[InclQllll1'e.]

HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA.,
Hancock's [lol/se, lIfay 21, 1R64,

An approximation of the troops immediately in front of the enemy:
Hoke's division:

Clinj1;lllan'!! hrij1;ade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 1,800
Hagood'!! hri~l\(ie . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1, 800
Colquitt's hrij1;ade : 1,400
Martin's brigade 2,000

Johnson'H di\'ision :
Johnt;l.>U'!! brigade.. ,.......................................... rlOO

. Ransom'lI brigade I,Roo
Walker's brij1;ade ' '" " 1,5()()

'Wise's brigade 2,200

7,000

G. T. B.

6,()()()

Infantry , 1:1. ()()(}

Read.................................................................... 31)()
Eshleman , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. sr.c)
Owen............................ 200

Artillery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K;iO

Thn>e companieH Rixty-sreond Grorgia " . . .. . . . !'ill
Compa.ny Sixty-tlt'C'Jnd Georgia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
Baker '" 450

640
Shingler (ahout) , " . .. 40

Cavalry. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 680

RECAPlTULATION.
Infantry 13,000
Artillery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 850
Cavalry ' , 680

Total. . . . . . .. 14,530

Respectfully forwarded to the Hon, J. A. Sedd~n, Secretary of
War, for his mformatioll.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General, Commanding.

[NOTE IN PENCIL.]-Enemy is supposed to have in our front about
25,000 men.
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RICHMOND, VA., May 21, 1864.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, May 21, 1864-7.30 fa. m.].
(vIa Chester.)

General S. COOPER,
Adjntant and Inspector General:

All quiet last night. We remain in possession of enemy's rifle
pits and ground gained by yesterday's fight, which was quite severe
during part of the day, especially neal' Ware Bottom Church. I re
gret to say General W. ~. Walker is missing. It is feared hEl fell
into the hauds of the enemy whilst gallantly leading his troops into
actioll. Will ascertain his fate immediately.

G: T. BEAUREGARD.

General BEAUREGARD,
Chester, Va.:

Special orders to you of April 22 and May 19 directed Bakpr's
regIment of cavalry to move north of James River by this city. The
President desires to know why the regiment has not heen sent as di
rected. Great embarrassment has resulted for want of it.

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, .May 21, 1864.
Genl:lral S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General: •
By telegram of the 25th April from General Bragg, I was autltor

izuu to detain Baker's cavalry until expedition against New Berne
was completed. His whole regimellt has not yet arrived here. So
soon as the remainder arrives from Petersburg, and it can be relie,-ed
by one of Dearing's regiments, it will be ordered forward. Orders
for the remainder of it to he sent forward from Petersburg have
already been issued. Special orders of the 19th M~y" liot yet received.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, ~May 21, 1864.
(Via Chester, 1 p. m.)

General S. COOPER:
Excepting severl:l artillery fire from enemy on our new lines, all

remains quiet. Order relative to Gracie's brigade is bcin~ carried.
out. General B. R. Johnson already commands a diviSIOn. He
highly distinguished himself at the battle of Drewry's Bluff.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES.
Richmond, May 21, 1864:.

Copy of telegram dated Hancock's House (via Chester), May 20.
1864, U.15 p. lll. (received May 20, 1864), viz:

We haVE' driVE'n back the enemy's line about It mill' along the whole e.xtE>nt of his
front, and have succeeded. after a Bevere struggle. in obtaining for ourselves the
desired line. We have captured some pri!;oncrs. Firing ceased about an hOUT ago.

G. T. BEAUREGARD

. ,I~~__'t...:lot..~
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HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA.,
Hancock's House, Mny 21, 1864.

Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL,
Commanding Di1Ii.~ion:

GENERAL: In the organization of the trooJ!S, as ordered in para
graph II, Special Ordert~, No. 10, it is the desIre of the commanding
general that, in transferring the troops from one portion of the lin~

to another, in order to bring the regiments of hrigadlls together, and
hrigades of divisions together, the greatest caution should be used,
and to this end the general directs that the movement he made by
regiments at a time.
. Colonel Harris, chief engineer, will indicate the center of the line,
showing to what point the left of the ri~ht division will extend and
to what point the right of the left diviSIOn will extend.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. M. OTEY,

Assistant Adjldanl-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~. HEADQUARTERS,
No. 10. f May 21, 1864.

I. Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, at his own request, is relieved from the
command of his division. In relieving Geneml Hill the command
ing general takes occasion to return to him his sincere thanks for
the able, zealous, and patr~otic manner in which he has discharged
the onerous duties intrusted to him. General Hill will ('esume his
posit,ion on the staff of the commanding general.

II. Major-General Hill having been relieved at his own request
from the command of his division, the following or~anization of the
forces is announced: Maj. Gen. R. F. Hoke's divisIOn: Clingman's
bri~ade, Hagood's brigade, Colguitt's brigadll, Martin's brigade.
Maj. Gen. B. R. Johnson's divisllln: Johnson's brigade, Ransom's

. brigade, Walker's brigade, Wise's brigade.

* * * • * • *
IV. The Fourth North Carolina Cavalry, Colonel Ferebee, having

reported pursuant to instructions, will proceed at once to Finley's
house and relieve the Third North Carolina Cavalry, which regi
ment, upon being relieved, will proceed, as ordered under date of
April 22, 1864, from the Adjutant and Inspector General's Office.
Colonel Baker, Third North Carolina Cavalry, ,Yill furnish Colonel
Ferebee with all the necessary information and instructions from
these headquarters that may be deemed essential for guarding and
protecting the left flank of the forces.

V. Col. William Butler, having reported at these headquarters in
pursuance with orders from the Adjutant and Inspector General's
Office, will report at once to Maj. Gen. B. R. Johnson, commanding
division, for assignment to duty.

* • • * * • ~

By command of General Beauregard:
JNO. M. OTEY,

Assistant Adjut{tnl-General.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Petersburg, May 21, 1864.

General BEAUREGARD, Comdg., &c., Hancock's Hou-se:
GENERAL: I beg leave respectfully to call your attention to a

possible contingency by which the enemy may try to regain his lost
ground. Could he not mask a movement by holding sufficient force
on his lines and throwing across the river by pontoons a division
strong enough to take Petersburg?

, W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-Gen.eral.

HEADQUARTERS,
Petersburg, May 21, 1864.

General BEAUREGARD, Comdg., &c., Hancock's House:
GENERAL: I send you the telegrams· herewith. Every effort will

be made to forward the gun on its arrival. I beg leave to call your
attention to my note* of 19th about ammunition. General Dearing
moved down last night to reconn6iter Fort Powhatan.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Pef~rsburg, May 21, 1864.

General BEAUREGARD, Comdg.. &r.. H(ln('ock'.~ House:
GENERAL: Your inquiry* of this date, relative to my reportt of

operatiolls on the 16th and 17th, is received. The impressIOll pro
duced is correct as to my having received no information of the
0pflrations of our main force until too late for action, but not that I
made no effort to obtain any. One of my first orders was to direct
General Dearing to take the main body of his cavalry, Ip,sving me
only enough to watch my right and left, and open communication
with you and report. While on the march to Walthall Junction.
and engaged with the enemy about the time the fog lifted. I hoord
three or four reports of distant artillery, that wa.~ all. As soon as I
had driven the mlemy from Walthall Juuction and formed my line
of battle, I gave my aide, Captain Strong, a ,lispatch, which he seut
by courier, informing you that I had occupied tlw Junction and was
waiting to hear from you. Boyo1ll1 me all continued quiet during
thfl dn.y, except my own l:1ngagl:1ments with the enemy. A dispatch
from General Dearing, dated 1.:30 p. m., informing me of his capture
of prisonflrs, and inclosing one elated Fort Stevens, 9.15 a. m.,
reached me a few moments before the geJl(m~1 himself joined me;
entirely too late for me to have moved without goin/{ to attack in
the dark. The last dispatch I received 7.45 p. m. This was dated
4.15 p. m., later than the other.

I could hear nothing to indicate an engagement all day. Either
artillery was very little used or the wind was unfavorable. FraUl
8.30 to near 10 I opened very briskly Witll my own guns, and again,
between 3 and 5, as well as I recollect, firing with great rapidity to
clear the enemy from the turnpike on my left.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

*Not found. tSee Part n,p.256.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Petersburg, May 21, 1864.

General COLSTON,
Commaruling, &C.:

GENERAL: I would suggest that you direct Lieutenant-Colonel
Guion, at ]j'ort Clifton, to raise and strengthen "traverses" for pro
tection against any distant fire from the opposite side as rapidly as
possible-this is the quickest and best expedient.

Very respectfully,
W. H. C. WHITING,

Mqjor-General.

HENRY A. WISE,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTER.~ WISE'S BRIGADE,
May 21, 1864-4.20 p. m.

Capt. C. McRAE SELPH,
Assistant Aqjutant and Inspector Genp.ral:

CAPTAIN: I beg to inform the major-general commanding that my
men have been fighting and working, and are as much rest-hroken
as General Martin's; that two of my regimepts, the Twenty-sixth
and Thirty-fourth, have been in the front nearly as long; and that
the Forty-sixth and Fifty~ninth have been working and fighting, day
and night, for six days; and all four neel} relief as much ItB any regI
ments 011 the line; that to relieve Marlin's bl'igade with my hrigade
is to relieve fatigued men with fati~ued men, and there will be no
relieMn it. I have sent Captain WIse to inform you of this, and to
request that Martin's three regiments and the Thirty-fourth Virginia
of my brigade may he relieved by Colquitt's two regiments and the
Twenty-fifth North Carolina and other regiments who have not been
so much exposed and rest-broken. I will furnish the detail of 400
men as ordered, and this will make it impossihle for me to do more
than leave the Twenty-sixth where it is and with my remaining three
regiments hold the right.

Very respectfully, &c.,

HANOVER JUNCTION, ~fay 22,1864-9.30 a. m.
(Received 10.20 lao m.].)

Hon. J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War:

I have arrived at this place with the head of Ewell's corps. Long
street is close up. Hill I expect to come in on my right but have not
heard from him since I left him last night. I havp learned as yet
nothing of the movements of the enemy east of the MattapollY.

R. E. LEE,
General.

HANOVER JUNCTION, May 22, 1864.
Major-General ANDERSON,

Commaruling, &c.:
GENERAL: General Lee desires that you will place your troops in·

some good ground on this side of the Anna, where they can get rest
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and refresh themRelves. You will make every preparation to move
at a moment's notice, and if necessary have rations cooked. The
general wishes the men q,nd horses to get all the rest they can.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES MARSHALL,

Aide-de-Camp.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjuf.ant-Generol.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
ltfay 22, 1864-6.40 p. m.

Major-General ANDERSON:
The general commanding directs me to say that he wishes you to

keep well closed up with Ewell's corps. Send back and get up all
stragglers, and see that the proper staff officers attend to the march
ing of the men and require them to keep with their commands, well
closed up, &c. General Lee will go on with Ewell's corps.

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS MARYLAND LINE,
May 22, 1864--11 a. m.

Major JOHNSTON,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

MAJOR: Sheridan left Dabney's yesterday afternoon and went
toward Old Church. Maj. Geu. Fitz. Lee still at Hanover Court
House.

Your obedient servant,
BRADLEY T. JOHNSON,

Colonel, Commanding.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, VA., May 22, 1864-7 a. ill.

Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL,
Aide-de-Camp, on the line.'i:

GENERAL: Should it be preferable to uelay the reorganization of
the forces 118 ordered for one or two days until we shall have estab
lished definitely our line, you are authorized to so announce it to
Generals Hoke and Johnson, in which event the present organiza
tion must remain as it is. Show this communication to those geu
erals.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General, Cmnmmuling.

HEADQUARTERS,
Petersburg, May 22, ISM.

General BEAUREGARD,
Commanding, &c., Hancock's House:

GENERAL: Having a large amount of very important work to
attend to at Wilmington, where my presence is required. I shall
proceed there to-day, having been relieved from the temporary com
Uland of the uepartmellt at my own request. Under the Cll'cum-

..~
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W. H. C. WHITI G,
Major-General.

stances I can be of but little Rervice h~re, nor if! it as import.'l.nt f l

me sl'eeially to remain in thi8 district as for me to coml'let a. l·ap.
idly as can be the defenses of Wilmington, sutlpended for the mo. t
pali (luring my absence for the past ten days. Leaving th r flO snd·
denly. and with the expectation of returning in forty-eight hums ru
1 did. it beeomes the more necessary that I should resume my }Jlac
as soon as votlSible. When I shall have laid out all that is llecessal'y
to be done there. if you do not join in the censure to which 1 am now
unfortunately 1mbject here, I will be glad if you will call me to
your side.

Very respectfully,

[WILMINGTON, N. C.,] May 22, 1864-11 p. m.
Maj. J. W. MOORE,

Kenan8't'ill~ (1,ia Jfagnotia):
If the raid you announce in Onslow County is found to be Jirect d

on the railroad and is serious,_you will direct any passing troops to
stop temporarily to meet it.· You will reJ>.Ort at once aud often, giv
ing hour of your telegrams. Sixth Florlda Battalion left at 10.30
this p. m. Captain Morris has been ordered to move from n, d's
Ferry toward Richlands to operate and communicate with you. R
port at once and do not stop troops except on certainty.

LOUIS HEBERT,
Brigadier-General.

HANOVER JUNCTION, May 23, 1864-10 p. m.
(Received 4.50 a. m. 24th.)

Hon.•JAMES A. SEDDON:
About noon to-day the enemy approached the Telegraph bridge

over the North Anna. In the afternoon he attacked the gmu'd
at the bridga and drove it to this side. Ahout the sam time the
Fifth Corps (<leneral Warren) crossed at Jericho Ford, on our left.
Was attacked hy A. P. Hill t~nd his advance checked.

R. E. LEE.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~

No. 119. f.. ..

ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Richmond, May 23, 1864.

.. .. .. .. *
VII. Capt. W. D. Stuart, Corps of Engineers, Provisional Army

C. S.• will proceed at once to the headquarters Army of Northern
Virginia, and report to General R. E. Lee, commandinO', &c., for
assignment to duty, with his chief engineer.. .. .. .. .. .. ..

By command of the Secretary of War:
JNO. WITHERS,

Assistant Adjutant- eneral.

[ (IlL C ) Google
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W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIRCULAR.] HDQRS. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 23, 1864.

It has been reported that in many instances of late wanton de
struction of private property has been committed where wagons are
camped. Tliis is in direct violation of existing orders; but as there
has been difficulty in tracing the blame to those who are culpable, it
is ordered that in future whenever rails or crops are destroyed, or
any such wanton damage is committed in the immediate vicinity of
a wagon camp, the officer in charge of the train will be beld respon
sible, whether the injury is inflicted by persons connected with the
wagons, or by cooking details, 01' stragglers, whilst the train occu
pied the locality in question.

By command of General Lee :

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-Ge1leral.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 23, 1864--11.30 p. m.

Major-General ANDERSON :
The general commanding directs that you have the wagons of your

corps packed and everything in readiness by daybreak to-Illorrow to
move 1ll any direction.

Most respectfully,

HANOVER COURT-HoUSE, May 23, 1864-7.30 p. m.
Lieut. Col. W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Adjutant-General :
COLONEL: There is a ford 2 miles above the one where the

stage road crosses, and another 2 miles below. I have all these pick
eted, and my troops in best position the country allows. I have no
cavalry. No enemy has appeared in my front. I inclose a note"
from citizens, just received.

JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE,
Major- General.

CHESTER, May 23, 186!.
General BRAGG:

All quiet last night and this morning. We are increasing strength
of our lines and batteries. Signal corps scouts from Old Point re
port very large number of wounded at Fort Monroe, also twelve
large gUllS sent on 19th instant to Butler, and since 12th instant he
has been re-enforced by 5,000 men. If this be true, he may retake
the offensive soon. Then I shall require assistance.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

*Not found.

)
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DREWRY'S BLUFF, May 23, 1864-3.30 p. m:
Col. W. H. STEVENS,

Engineers, Richmond:
The iron-clad Fredericksburg has just passed through the obstruc

tions without apparent difficnlty.
C. T. MASON,

Captain, Engineers.

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
No. 11. May 23, 1864.

I. Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, aide-de-camp, is hereby placed in charge
of the lines in front of the enemy, under special instructions from
the commanding general, and orders issued by him, in the name of
the commanding general, will be obeyed and respected accordingly.
General Hill will sec that the lines are properly occupied, supported,
and guarded, and that due watchfulness is observed at all times
along the whole lines, especially at night.

II. Herea.fter flags of truce will only be condncted by brigade or
division commanders. In no instance will flags of truce be per
mitted for the mere exchange of papers, and division commanders
will see that these orders are strictly complied with. No communi
cation whatevflr will he permittL-d between our pickets and sharp
shooters and those of the enemy.

By command of General Beauregard:
JNO. M. OTEY,

Assistnnt Adjutant-General.

TAYLORSVILLE, May 24, 1864-9.30 p. m.
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War:
Tho enemy has been making feeble attacks upon our lines to-day,

prohahly with a view of ascertaining our position. They Wt~re easily
repulsed. General Mahone drove three regiments across the river,
capturing a stand of colors and some prisoners, among them 1 aide-
de-camp of General Ledlie. .

R. E. LEE.

SPECIAL ORDERS, I
No. 120. f
* *

ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Richmond, May 24, 1864.

* * * * *

~.

VI. Capt. John J. Milldlcton, assistant qnartermaster. is relieved
from duty with the Fifteenth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers,
and will report to General R. E. Lee, commanding, &c., for assign
ment to duty as chief quarermaster of the artillery of the First
Corps, Army of Northern Virginia.

* • * * * * *
XI. Brig. Gen. William M. Gn.rdner, Provisional Army, C. S.,

will report without' delay to this office for assignment to duty.



.....

828 OPF.RATION~ IN RF.. VA. AND N. C. [CHAP. XLVlII.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General..

XII. Col. J. B. Walton is relieved from inspf'ction duty, and win
report in person to General R. E. Lee for artillery service in Army
of Northern Virginia.

* * * * * * •
XXII.. Maj. L. R. Page, assistant adjutant-general, will procero

without delay to Danville, Va., and make a thorough ins~ctioll of
the various Government departments at that place. He WIll make a
r~port of his inspection to the Adjutnnt and Inspector General.

* * * * * * *
XXIV. Mnj. Charles A. Snowden, quartermaster, &c.. is relieved

from duty in the Depnrtment of Richmond, and will report to Maj.
Gen. A. Elzey, commanding, &c., Staunton, Va., for assignment.

* * * * * * •
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assi.stant A(~i'uia/li-Gene-ral.

NEAR ATLEE'S, May 24, 1864-6.30 p. m.
General R. H. ANDERSON:

I have just received your note of 5 p. m. I am glad you have dis
covel'ed the road intersecting that between Haw's Shop and Atlee's.
Place a picket on it to give you notice, as well as for yuur safety.
If you find the enemy moving on it, strike a.t him. I have sent.
Breckinridge on the direct road from Atlee's to Haw's Shop. Do
everything for the grand object, the destruction of the enemy.

Very respectfully, .
R. E. LEE,

General.

DREWRY'S BLUFF, May 24, 1864.
Col. A. L. RIVES,

Acting Chief, Enginee1' Bureau.:
The last of the iron-clads passed the obstructions at 4 p. m. The

Virginia just after struck tide.
CHAS. T. MASON,

Cll,pfain, Engineel·s.

[WILMINGTON, N. C.,] lIfay 24, 1864.
Major MOORE,

Commanding, &r. KellanS1,iUe:
Reliable scouts report the enemy at Peletier's Mills, undl'r Colonel

Ripley, on a raid, said to be iutended for Richlands. Communicate
thiR to Captain Morris, at Richlands or elsewhere, and inform him
that Captain Beazley marched from here yesterday morning by
Holly Shelter road to join him. These two, judiciously managed,
might turn the raid back.

I
• • I

~"'I• . ':.A:.- -. ~
~:. .. .. -.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT, C. S. A.,
Richmond, ....lJay 24, 1864.

Hon. JAME';; A. SEDDON, Secretary of War:
SIR: Your letter of the 20th instant, in reply to mine of the 19th

instant, upon the subject of making a ~sage through the obstruc
tions in the James River, has been recelved. My ohject was to plat'e
the action of this Department upon this suhject in a clear and correct
light, and not to complain of the action of others. I believe that
your views upon this fmbject COl'l'c:;ponded with my own, and you
promptly referred my letter to you of the loth of April, IH63, to the
Engineer Bureau for a full report, and that report was against my
proposition. I have just read a report of Colonel Stevens of the
20th instant upon this subject, together with a letter from Colonel
Rives of the 21st instant, III which he refers to letters of Colonel
Gilmer of the 14th and 20th of April, IR63, and to his own previous
lettm' of September 10. Hl62. These papers are now brought to my
attention for the first time, and as they refer specially to the action
of this Department awl to that of the Engineer Bureau, I deem it
proper to place this Htatement on file.

Upon the completion of the iron-clad steamer Richmond, I deemed
it important to the river defenses that she should be at liberty to
pa.~ and repass the obstructions. The work of making a practi
cable passage was not difficult; a position below them, under the
guns of Drewry's and Chaffin's, would have beeu safe, and by holding
a vessel or caisson ready to sink in the gap at any" moment, the
passage could have been rendered secure. I -applIed to General
Randolph, :Secretary of War, in September, IHli2, to have such pll.<;
sage mude. He refcl'l'ed the subject, as I learn from Colonel Rives'
letter, to the Engineer Bureau, and it was not done.

On the lOth- of April, 1863, I wrote to you the following letter re
peating my views:

I have the honor to t'l:'<)Ul'6t that the James River obstructions be opened at the
earliest practicable mOlJll'nt t~) permit tIlt' Richmond to pass below them. I deem it
very important that our armored vffi8els in the river !lhould be able to pa8ll the
harrier at any time: and I rI.'8pcctfully suggest that this be provided for. The large
schooner Gallego may perhaps be used in connection with this measure.

To thiH application I r~ceivell no response; and I now learn for the
first time from Colonel Rives' letter that my communication was
referrell to the Engineer Bureau, and that Colonel Gilmer referred it
to Colonel SteVI'11S for a report, which was made. I also learn for
thQ first time that Colonel Gilmer, on the 2uth of April, 18li:3, reported
against my proposition, and the following is a part of his report:

In condusion. considering thl' fact that there are two bar!lin James River between
Drewry's Bluff and City Point. owr which the Richmond can (laflS only in time of
froshct.~. and further that her machinery and s~ are so defective, I moot retlpect
fully hut eurnestly represent that it will be Judiciou!l to make an openinK in the
James River obstructions, only when a second iron-eladis on the eve of completion.

I regret that the several reports of these officers and the action of
the Engineer Bureau were not communicated to me, and that I now
leal'll them for the fiI'Rt time. It was certainly due to this Depart
ment and to the public interests that I should have been so informed.
I am not aware of the grounds upon which Colonel Gilmel' pro
nounced the machiner~ (the engine I presume he meant) of the
Richmond "defective.' It is not so regarded by the engineer-in
chief of the navy, who is familial' with it, and no defects have IJl'en
reported. The engine is too small for the vessel, and her speerl is
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consequently but 4 miles an hour, a speed, however, which is under
stood to be hut little, if any, inferior to the enemy's monitors. Had
this vessel been below the obstructions the enemy could not have
sounded and dragged the river with his row-boats, followed by his
wooden gun-boats, and have captured our submarine batteries, ren
derin~our labors for two years in this work abortive. The Richmond
wonln havo kept them back and compelled him to briI1~ forward
his iron-clads, when our torpedoes would have been avallable for
what they were designed.

My next application to have the obstructions opened was on the
2d of January last, as follows:

I have the honor to request that orders r.lay be given to the engineer officers in
charge of the construction of the obstnlctioIlH in the James River to open th()lql at
Drewry's Bluff sufficiently to permit the passage of the iron~ladsRichmond and
Frederickllburg. I deem it highly important to the defenses of tho river that th_
veBACls should be below the obstnlctions. I beg It'ave to suggest for your considera
tion the t'xpediency of constructing a suitable caisson to hold in readiness to be
sunk in the space made for these vessels, and which can be made by the time the
obstructions are removed.

To this I received no response until the 3d of March last, when
Colonel Stevens addressed me the following letter, dated February
29, 1864:

I have the honor to state that a copy of your letter of date January 2, 1864. to
tht' Secretary of War has been sent to me by General B~. I shall c.ommence at
once to oppn the obstructions upon the receipt of informatlOn when the gun-boats
will be ready to move. I mspectfully inquire if I can have a cai~n built at the
navy-yard?

To tIllS I returned the following reply, dated March 10, 1864:
An parlier reply to your letters of the 29th ultimo. which was rec.eived by me

on the ;-Jd instant, has boon delayed by the want of information as to the ability of
the Tredegar Works to furnish certain iron plating. I am now advised by the con
structor that the Virginia will be ready to pass the obstructioIlH in six weeb.

In reference to your inquiry as to the building of a caisson at Ute navy-yard here,
the chief constructor states that we "cannot convenientlv build a caisson at the
navy-yard just now; our saw-mill is down, undergoing rePairs, and we have fur
nitihed a large amount of timber to rebuild the boat bridges. The gun-earriage
maker will require one month from date to complete the carriages of the Freder
icksburg."

The Richmond had long been ready to pass the barrier and to
fight, and I desired her to go below at once, and the Fredericksburg
was completed and required only her guns to be placed on board.
The Vir~iniawas incomplete, and there was in my Judgment reason
for opeumg the barrier as early as possible. .With regard to the
report of Colonel Stevens of a conversation held with me as to the
time of completing the Virginia, I have only to say that neither in
that nor in any other conversation have I ever acquiesced in any
delay in opening the obstructions, and that I have earnestly and
repeatedly sought to have them removed is, I trust, evident from
my action upon the subject.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. R. MALLORY,

Secretary of the Navy.

OFFICE ASST. INSP. GEN., HORSE ARTILLERY BATT.,
May 25, 1864

Brig'. Gen. W. N. PENDLETON, Commanding Artillery.-
GENEHAL: I h'we the honor to report that, in obedience to your

Qrder, I have inspected the horses of the batteries of horse artillery
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serving with Maj. Gen. Fitz. Lee, viz: Johnston's and Shoemaker's
batteries-seven pieces. These batteries have lost heavily in killed
and wounded horses in the operations ll.gainst Sheridan, and the
horsps are in very bad conrlition. In Johnston's battery 2l; have been
killed, or wounded 80 badly as to make it necessary to abandon
them; 5 others wounded are with the batt.ery. Of the other horses
6 are in very bad orcler, with painful galls on back and neck, and
greatly hroken down. Two of the gun-carriages have only 5 horses
apif'cc alHl two others only 4 apiece. Shoemaker's battery is in
worse order still; lfj of the horses are covered with sores, and so
much broken down hy heavy marches as to he unfit for active serv
ice. In this battery 4- have been killed, G wounded and abandoned,
~ broken down and left on the road, and 2 strayed or stolen. Thirty
horses are needed to put this battery in efficient condition. Three
mules in ordnance wagons are broken down and unfit for service.

The OJ'dPl' directed an inspection to ascertain the numbel' of horses
unable to .• work in harness." The horses reported are in such an
exhausted condition that they are unfit for severe marching or rapid
movement, hut are still worked ill harness. Under these circum
stances, I have not directed them to he turned in. A few days of
rest would make some of them efficient again. Others are totally
unfit for service as horse artillery horses.

Recapitulation.
Johnston's batt~ry:

Horses killed. or wounned and abanrloned . . .. . .. . . .. . .. 28
W OWldcd slightly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5
Sore-backed and broken rlown. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Total (cannoneers and gun horses) deficit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 39
Sh()('maker'!l battery :

Killed, or wounded and abanboned " . . . . . .. 10
Broken down and left , 2
Strayed or stolen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Sore-backed and broken down ..... ,................................ 16

Total ,............................................. 30
Thomson's battery: Killed, or wounded and abandoned " . .. 11l
Bart's battery (1 piece inspected): Sore-backed and broken down, . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
McGregor's battery :

Killed, or wounded and abandoned . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Sore-backed and broken down , . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

12

Aggregate . ". 99

Many of the cannoneers have been dismounted to supply the teams.
One hundred fresh horses is the least number with which the bat
teries will be able to porform efficient service.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. ESTEN COOKE,

Captain and As8istant Inspector-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 121. _ Richmond, May 25, 1864.
• * • * • • •

XVnI. The Fourth Regiment South Carolina Cavalry, Colonel
Rutledge commanding and the Twentieth Battalion, Georgia Cav-
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aIry, Lieutenant-Colonel Millen commanding, will proceed with the
greatest possible expedition by highway to headquarters Army of
Northern Virginia, and report to General R. E. Lee, commanding, for
assignment.

XIX. The corps of cadets Virginia Military Institute'will report
to Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, commanding, &c.

* * * * * • *
XXII. Brig. Gen. John H. Winder will report to General G. T.

Beauregard for assignment to the Second" District, Department, of
North Carolina and Southern Virginia, with headquarters at Golds
borough, N. C.

* * * • • • *
XXIX. The Sixth Battalion Florida Volunteers, Maj. P. B. Bird.

commanding, will immediately proceed by railroad to headquarters
Army of Northern Virginia, and report to General R. E. Lee, com
manding, for assignment to duty.

XXX. Col. W. B. Wade, Eighth Confederate Regiment, is re
lieved from further duty at the High Bridge.

* * * • * * •
XXXIII. The general commandin~ the Department of South

Carolina, Georgia, and Florida willreheve Maj. George W. Melton,
91lartermaster, now serving with Brigadier-General Robertson.
Major Melton on being relieved will proceed without delay to the
headquarters Army of Northern Virginia and Feport to General R.
E. Lee for assignment on the staff of Brig. Gen. M. C. Butler.

* • * • * * ."
By command of the Secretary of War :

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjut.ant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 25, 1864.

Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE,
Commanding Division:

GENERAL: General Lee bids me say in reply to raUl' note of 5.30
a. m. that he wishes you to move up and take posItion on General
Gordon's right. General Smith, of the Engineers, has been instructed
to examine the ground and aid you in selecting the best line.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
C. S. VENABLE,

Aide-de-Camp.

HDQRB. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Richmond, May 25, 1864.

General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspecwr General:

GENERAL: Inclosed I send a copy of a dispatch from Major-Gen
eral Jones, commanding Departmeat of South Carolina, Georgia
and Florida. Brig. Gen. James Chesnut should be called on to send
immediately to Charleston two or three regiments of Reserves. -

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, •
BRAXTON BRAGG,

General.

- "'-'~;:.MI!I_L..---.J
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SAM. JONES,
Maj01'-Ueneral.

[Inc1oBure.]

CHARLESTON, ,May 23, 1864.

By command of General Beauregard:

General BRAGG:
Brigadier-General Fille~an,with two battalions, 600 strong-, of his

-brigade, left here t.o-dayabout 12 o'dock fm' Richmond. Tlw (momy
has reuewed his domollstmtiolls on James Islalld-is firing" rapidly.
I shall retain the Twentieth South Cal'Oliml. Reg-inwnt until tn-mor
row. It is very important that I should have a fow mOl'e troops.
Can I get any?

• DREWRY'S BLUFF, May 25, 1864.
J. D. POTTS, Richmond Signal Office:

W. H. Stevens, colonel Eng-illeers, had. to soml to pontooil bridge
for the Seaboard. She is ill Richmolld.

C. T. MASON,
CalJf.ain, Engineers.

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
No. 12. Mny 25, 1864.

-I. Col. William Butler is relieved from duty wit,h Mn~. Gen. B.
R. Johllson, and willrf\port at once to Brigallipl'-Gmwral Colstoll, at
Potershurg, for tlu-J comnHlllll of till' flU hOod istrid, ll\>twepu Swift
Cn'",k and Appomattox Rivel·. CoJoupJ Butlor's aU,putiou is called
particulal'1y to tlw dl,fenso of Lon>II's Ford, /tCI'OSS Swift Creek, and
Fort Clifton, or the works ill ib, immediato vicinity. Beforl' rl~pol't

ing to General Colston, Colonel Butler will obtain all the infol'lnation
practicable, relative to the defense of his sub-district, from Maj. Gell.
D. H. Hill.

II. Colollel Ferebee, li~Ollrth North Car()Iina Cavalry, after leav
ing two companies, or about 100 men, under a compt'tpnt officer,
with orders for them to report to GenL'I"al Johnson, comnmlHling
left wing, will proceed with the rest of his command to tlw right of
our lines and report to Major-General Hoke, for the purpose of
guardiug" the ri/o{ht flank and the country between Bake-House and
Swift Creeks. On COlOIle! Fel'pllPc "eporting to General Hoke, the
regimcllt of Colonpl Griffin (Sixt,y-second Gl'orgia Cavalry) will bt)
relieved, amI will report to Brigadier-General Dt~aring. cOl]1man<1illg
cavalry brigade, at or near Pl'tt-Jrshurg. ColOlwl (}l'iffin will order
one company to report to those Ill'al!lluarttll's. 'l'lw two companio!:l
(or 100 mell' of the Fourth North Carolina remaining on the left
will nlport to General Johnson, to guard and proh.et tho country
from Johnsoll's left to Drewl'Y's Blufl'.

III. The general officer of tho day upon being relievmI will report
daily to Gelleral D. H. Hill, ill writing, the conditioll of the lines,
the movements of the enemy, and everything else that desorves
special and immediate attention.

* * * * * * *
.JNO. M. OTEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
53 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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WILMINGTON, N. C., May 25, 1864.

W. H. C. WHITING,
Najar-GeneraL

TAYLOR8VILLE, Nay 26, 1864.
(Received 8.30.)

HEADQUARTERS,
May ~6, 1864-11 a. m.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General BRAGG,
Richmond, Va.:

First and Second Florida Battalions went on from here last night.
General Finegan goes this morning. Fourth Florida and Bonand's
battalion are on the way here.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR:
The enemy has made no demonstration against our position to-day.

From present indications he seems to contemplate a movement on
our left flank. It is reported that the Richmond, Frededcksbnrg,
and Potomac Railroad has been repaired and that a train of cars has
arrived at Milford. A column of infantry is said to have moved
from the White House, by Beulah Church, toward Chesterfield, sup
posed to be dismounted men of General Sheridan's command. Trans
!)orts, loaded with supplies, were at Tappahannock yesterday. The
supplies are landed at Port Royal. The enemy's superiority in cav
alry will, I fear, enable him to do us much injury. General Sheri
dan's command has rejoined General Grant. I hope that all the
cavalry designed for this army may he sent to it at once. I can place
General Young, if sent to me, in command of Gordon's brigade until
his own brigade is organized.

R. E. LEE.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 26, 1864.

Maj. Gen. R. H. ANDERSON, Commanding, &c.:
GENERAL: From the report of the enemy advancing his pickets,

protected by fascines, in front of General Kershaw, General Lee
thinks an attack on that part of our line may be intended. He de
sires you to be on the alert and be ready to meet it if made. He has
written to General Ewell to furnish a resor-ve from one of his divis
ions not now opposed to the enemy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES MARSHALL,

Aide-de-Camp.

General ANDERSON:
I just now sent you a note directing that you advance your skir

mishers to ascertain what was in your front. Since then your note
of 10.15 has been received. The general says that if you are satisfied
the enemy is still in force before you it will be useless to advance the
skirmish line.

Respectfully,



0iW'. XLVIU.j CO){){}<:SPONDE~CE, ETC.-CONI<'EDERATE. 885

••
JNO. M. OTEY,

Assistant Adjldant-Gpneral.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
No. ]3. f Jfay 26, 1864.

I. BriJ{. Gen. John H. Winder, having' rcport~d !lUl'8U1.mt to par
agraph XXII, Special Orders, No. 121, Adjutant alll In~IX'l't()r Gen
eral's Oiliee, is assigned to the eommallli of the Second Di~trict. De
partment of North Carolina and Southern Virginia, alld will he
obeYI~11 and respected accordingly. Commanding oflicers in said dis
trict will report through General Winder, whose headquarters will
be established at Goldsborough.

• • • •
By command of General Beauregard:

MAY 26, 1864-2.30 p. m.
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL,

A ide.de-Camp, &-e., on the lines:
GENERAL: Your note of to-df\y is received. PleaseJlUt the hour

on your communications. Colonel Harris will atten to your re
marks about the obstructions in the rifle-pits; his attention had
already been called to them. With regard to a point for the ex
chanJ{e of flags of truee, it cannot be done now, for none can be sent
to 01' reeeived from General Butlet·; but officers bearing flags from
the enemy should be stopped at proper distance, and then made to
turn their hack~ to our line~. I have ordered some troops 'from
Hoke's, Johnson's, allli Colston's to the protection of our right flank
against the enemy's expedition of this morning.

Respectfully, &c.,
G. T., BEAUREGARD,

(Jeneral, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS HOKE'S DIVISION,
Mny 26, 1864.

Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL:
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report:
On account of some mistake no work Wfl.'l done last night on the

salient in front of Ashhrooke's house. The details for to-night have
already reported, and Captain Stuart will doubtless make satisfac
tory prog'ress hereafter. A Iletail of 500 men reports daily to Cap
tain Patterson, and he is getting along as rapillly, perhaps, a.-; he I~an

with the force at his disposal. General Hagood s pioneer corps is
engaged in widening the trenches in the rear of his line of breast
works, and in removing all obstructions therefrom. General Cling
man's meu, with a limited supply of tools, are engaged in the same
work. As Generals Martin and Colquitt are only occupying a tem
vorary line, they have not been required by me, III accordance with
mstructions received from Major-General Hoke, to widen their
trenches. The enemy has been shelling more than usual to-day,
but I have heard of no casualties from it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. M. RICHARDSON,

Assi8tant Inspector-General.

,
'-
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PETERSBURG, May 26, 1864.

WILMINGTON, N. C., May 26, 1864.

R. E. LEE.

RICHMOND, VA., May 27, 1864.

General COOPER,
Arljntant and Inspector General:

I have arrived here with the First and Second Florida Battalions,
and detained by Brigadier-General Colston in consequence of the
movement of the enemy near this place. Will leave for Richmond
as soon as relieved.

JOS. FINEGAN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade.

COMMANDINn OFFICERS,
Kenansville, Kinston, and Weldon:

By direction of General Bragg you will, by direction of the com
manding general, stop all troops who may be passing you, providing,
at the tittle of their passing, you have truly authentic information
of the advance of raiders.

J. H. HILL,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

TAYLORSVILLE, ltlny 27, 1864-6,45 a. Dl.

HOIl. JAMES A. Sl<mDoN:
The ellPIl1Y rptired to the north side of the North Anna last night.

A port.ion of his force is still visible on the north bank, but cavalry
and infant.ry have crossc(l at Hanovel·towll. I haVf~ sent the eav
aIry in that direction to check the movement, and will move the
army to Ashland.

General R. E. LEE,
A.'1hland :

The following dispatch just received from General Imboden:

2 P. II.

Gt-neral Hunter commands the forces advancing upon me. He occupied Mount;
JackliOn at noon to-day; his cavalry outnumbers me two to one; his infantry four
to one; his artilll'ry four to one; he is moving on my flank, and will comJl('1 me to
fall back. There is 110 ('Oint this side of MOWlt Crawford where I can BUCCffi,qfully
I"l'flist him, and there it 18 very doubtful, though I will do my be8t.

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and I11.8pecWr General.

MAy 27, 1864.
General R. E. LEE:

GENERAL: I have given your order to General Ewell. Just as I
arrived General Pendl~ton came in and reported that he had seen
the whole body of the enemy that was visible on the opposite side of
the river to our right of the railroad move off obliquely by their
right flank toward the Telegraph road. He says that he is certain
that they were movin~ in that direction ~o get on a road in the :rear

._ .....~
• I • -:L "* - j
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Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES MARSHALL,

Aide-de-Camp.

R. E. LEE,
General.

HEADQUARTERS,
May 27,1864-4.20 a. m.

MAY 27,1864-3 p. m.-

out of view, and follow the rest of the army to the Pamunkey.
General Kershaw informed Gonerfil Pendleton thn.t there was still a.
considerable force opJ.losite his position, to our left of the Telegraph
road and across the rIver. No movement had been observed in this
body a.t tho time General P. left. General Anderson is now there
observing whatever may occur. General Pendleton has ordered a
battery down to open on the troops first mentioned. Major McClel
lan has gone down to the river to see what he can, and wIll report to
you.

[FI1'1lt Indol'llllment.)

MAY 27, 18G4.
GENERAL: The within has just been sent me by Colonel Marshall.

If it is necessary to ret..'l.in a portion of the troops to watch the enemy,
put the rest in motion toward Ashland. Breckinridge could pre
cede, then your corps, and finally Anderson.

Very respectfully,

[Becond Indol'lltltnent.)

Major-General ANDERSON:
GENERAL: General Pendleton has SOf\n this note. My note was

written upon the first report. of tlle movement to which it rofers.
You have the latest information and can hest Ilecide whether' all the
troops call be safely withdrawn or not. It would seem that a strong
rear guard ought to make it safe.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. MARSHALL,

A ide-de-Camp.

General ANDERSON:
GENERAL: General Lee wishes you to ascertain what is in your

front. and if you discover that the enemy is leaving you to be pre
pared to move your command promptly to the south side of the South
AlUla River.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

. General ANDERsoN:
GENERAL: General Lee wishes you to move without halting', as

previously instructed, to Half Sink or its vicinity, anywhere near
Atloo's Station where you can obtain good water. General Early,
Second Corps, will be near Totopotomoy and General Hill will be III

the same neighborhood west of you. Keep General Lee advised of
your progress and communicate with Generals Early and Hill. Soo
that your brigade advance rsic] trains are within reach of the troops.
Keep your command well closed up.

Respectfully, .
W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIR<HNIA.
Jenkins' Ho'u..se, near Hu..yhes' Slwp,

May 27, Hl64-7.30 p. Ill.
[General ANDERSON:]

GENERAL: General Lee directs me to inform you that he will stop
for the night at the above place. He wishes you to have your troops
madeas comfot1able as possible for the night, and to move at ao'clock
in the morning for Atlee's Station. General Ewell's corps is now
near Hughes' Shop and will move at the same hour in the same direc
tion. The object of the general is to get possession of the ridge
between Tot~potomoy aud Beaver Dam Creek, upon which stands
Pole Green Church. You will give General Pickett all necessary
instructions to join you in the morning. General Ewell's corps is
just east of you and General Hill west of Pickett.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assisf.ant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
};Iay 27, 1864.

Maj. Gen. R. H. ANDERSON, Commwnding Corps:
GENERAL: General Lee bids me send the within route· suggested

for the march of your troolls. Pickett's division beiug so far up he
thinks had better march WIth A. P. Hill's eorps, and he desires when
yon send orders to Pickett to be prepared to move, to instruct him
to move with A. P. Hill's corps and to communicate with General
Hill at once.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. S. VENABLE,

A ide-di'-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS EARLY'S DIVISION,
May 27, 1864.

J. A. EARLY,
Mqior-GeneraL

Major-General ANDERSON, Commatuling Corps:
GENERAL: The right of the Second Corps is encamped about 3

miles from Atlee's and extends to the left toward Merrv Oaks. I
picket the road to Atlee's and MeiTY Oaks, and also have placed a
picket on the road to the Half Sink. My headquarters are at
Hughes' Cross-Roads, General Ewell's are at Satterwhite's, very
near mine.

I am, general, very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 27, 1864-

Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Commatuling, &c. :
GENERAL: General Lee bids me say that he desires yon to be in

readiness to move at once withyour troops. He wishes you to fol
low the route laid down by General Ande~on's corps when the
order for marching is given. This route is for troops over Freder
icksburg railroad bridges on Little Ri vel' and South Anus., for trains

--- ---- -- - -- -
* Nut COWld; but BOO Venable to Breckillritlge. 7.30 p. lD•• po&t.
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over the Little River bridge west of Taylorsville, and over Ellett's
Bridge, on South Anna. A special order for Col. Bradley Johnson's
regiment accompanies this.

I am, very respectfully, yOUI' obedient servant,
C. S. VENABLE,

Aide.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
lvlay 27, 18G4-7 a. m.

General BRECKINRIDGE:
GENERAL: The general commanding deciues that it is not neces

sary to send Colonel Johnson's infantry ahead of the other troops.
Let his command move with your own. They could accomplIsh
nothing by themselves.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Addu-tant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
~!lfay 27, 1864-7.:30 p. m.·

Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Commanding, &c.:
GENERAL: General Lee bids me say that he wishes you to proceed

after General Anderson, who will camp on a stream on this side of
Haw's Shop on the road to Atlee's Station. General Anderson has
instructions to move for Atlee'H at 3 o'clock in the moruing, and
General Lee desires you to adapt rour movements to his. General
Lee's headquarters are at Jenkins houses, near where you turn off
to the left from Telegraph road to Haw's Shop. As there is good
water in Stony Creek just where Anderson's liue of march turns off
from the Telegraph road, General Lee thinks it best for you to
camp at the intersection of these roads and make your troo~)s com
fortable for the night, and to communicate to him the pOSition of
your headquul·ters and condition of your troops.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. S. VENABLE,

Aide-de-Carnp.

G. M. SORREL,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Asmstant Adjutant-General.

ROUTE B.-Troops by Fredericksburg railroad bridge over LitUe
River and South Anna. Trcl.ins by bridge over Little River west of
Taylorsville and Fredericksburg railroad, and thence by Ellett's
Bridge over South Anna. .

N. B.-Route C carries trains of Second Corps also over Ellett's
Bridge, on South Anna.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
May 27, 1864.

Maj. Gen. JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, Commanding, &c.;
GENERAL: General Lee has notified General Anderson that your

command will follow the route of this corps. Our leading diVIsion
(Field's) is now under orders to draw out and move down the Fred
ericksburg railroad. Kershaw moves next, and you will please fol
low him. I presume that the route to be taken by your trains has
been already indicated to you.

Very respectfully,
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
May 2i, 1864.

Major-General BRECKINRIDGE,
Commanding, &c. :

GENERAL: General Lee has indicated his desire that your com
mand should precede the corps back of the South Anna instead. of
following it aI:l previously arranged. General Anderson, therefore,
requests that you will at once dmw out and move down the Fredel'
icksburg railroad. I inclose a memorandum of the route marked
out.

Very respectfully,
G. M. SORREL,

Assisf<mt Adjutant-GelLeral.

[InclOllUre.}

ROUTE B.-Troops over Little 'River and South Anna River by
the Richmond and Fl'ellericksburg Railroad bridges. Trains over
Little River by a bridge west of Richmond and Fredericksburg
Railroad and over South Anna by Ellett's Bridge. This last bridge
will have to ue used also by trains of Ewell's corps. Breckinridge
follows General Anderson's corps, and Pickett goes with Hill.

SPECIAL O~DERS, l ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 123. f Richmond, j[ay 27, 1864.

* * * * • • *
II. On the application of Brig. Gen. S: M. Barton a court of in

quiry is hereby ordered to COnVl\lHl in this city on the 7th proximo,
or as soon thereaftet: as l'rtLcticaule, to inquire into certam allega:'
tions as to the conduct of Brig. Gen. S. M. Barton on the 10th in
stant malle by Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr.

Detail for the Court: Maj. Gen. John P. McCown, Brig. Gen. A.
G. Blanchard, Maj. Gen. W. M. Gardner, Maj. L. R. Page. assistant
adjutant-general, judge-advocate.

The Court will report fully the facts, and will express its opinion
on the merits of the ca.'>c.

III. Capt. L. S. Marye. ordnance corps. is relieved from duty as
chief ordnance officer of Department of Richmond, and will report
to Lieut. Col. J. C. Pemberton, commanding, &c., as his assistant for
artillery mal ordnance duty.

IV. Lieut. E. A. Thorne, acting ordnanoo officer, will report to
Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., for assignment to duty as chief
ordnance officer of the Department of Richmond.

V. Capt. Thomas M. Barker, assistant quartermaster, will relieve
Maj. George W. Melton, quartermaster, &c., of Brig. Gen. B. H.
Rouertson's urigacle.

* * • • • • *
XI. Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., commanding, &0., will cause

an investigation to be made concerning the occupancy of the depot
and yard of the Richmond and Danville Railroad Company in this
city hy a detachment of troops on the 21st instant; also concerning
the alleged harsh treatment received by a negro employe of said
company at the hands of said troops. A report of the facts of the
case will be made to this office.

• • * * • • •

..... =.-- _•• '=. -



CJup. XLVllt.j 841

[IncIOl!Ul'e.j.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, ~[ay 27, 1864.

i ....

XIII. Maj. Rohert St,rango, Il.idp-df\ ('amp, Provisional Arm" C. 8.,
will IH;ocl1eti to make an ins}loetioll of tIl<' hridgt\'l and gllarc 011 the
railroad lwt.ween this eity awl Wilmington, N. C. He will receive
special iustructions from General B. Bragg.

* * * * * * •
XVI. Brig. Gt>n. P. M. B. YC)l1l1g, Provisional Army, C. S.,

will immediately proceed with the cavalry untler his command,
belonging to the Army of Northern Virgmia, to HallovlIr Juuc
tion, Va., alltl report to General R. E. Lee, commanding, &c., for
assignment.

XVII. The dppots and yards of railroad companies will not be
ocell pit'll hy troops 111>1' be in any manner interfm'ed with by them.

* * * * * * *
XXVI. Maj. W. F. Fostpr, Engineer Corps, Provisional Army,

C. S., will proct't'd without dt·lay to Dublin Depot, Va., antlreport
to Brig. (Jen. W. E. JOlll'S, commanding, &c., for a&lignment to
duty.

* * * * * ~ *
XXXIV. Colonel Shingler, senior officer of the Holcombe lRgion,

willll..'isume COmnl:Lllfl of tlw infantry rt'giment of that legion. The
clLvalry hattalion of the Legion will be under tho command of the next
ranking ciffieer prescnt for duty.

* • * * * * •
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
As.~i,«!ant AdJutClllt-Ueneral.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. CAROLJNA AND SOUTHERN VA.,
Hancock·..~ House, },[(ty ~7, It;64.

General S. COOPER, Adj!. and Insp. Gen., Richmond, Va.:
Having noticed that my telegram of May 22, 3.30 p. m., 1m.'! boon

in~o!,rectly printed hy !,he puhlic press, I have the honor to inelose
Officlll.l copy of tho Ol'lg'llllLl for record.

Respectfully, your ohedient servant,
G. T. BEAUREGARD,

(Jelleml, Coumuwding.

NEAR CHESTER, VA., ~May [~~l, lSti4--:1.:30 p. m.
General S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.:
It h.as just been ascertained hy flag of truce that Genoml Walker

accidentl1.11y rode into enemy's lInes during' fight of 20th instant, re
fused to surrender, and was fired upon, whell his horse was killed
and he was sevmcly wounded in tho foot, which rpquirpd amputa
tion. He is uoing well.

General BRAGG:
General Dearing reports .
Have jURt returned from extreme rig-ht of my line. which restR on Appomattox

River. F:nemy have been pn~g-{'(I in striking tentH all morning I~tw{,lm 8 awl 10;
also saw wagonH Iuoving; direction t.'lken \Va.'! apparently down the Appomattox.
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G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HEADQUARTERS HOKE'S DIVISION,
May 27, 1864.

Numht'r of tentll on Routh Hit)pof Ap)XJTJlflttox greatpr than yeRtprdny. Lieutenant
Cannon. Fort Clifton, reportH elwmy ha\'e Htru('k larKP. pOl1.iou of thpir tents.
Behind U1Pir intrf'nduuent.s their force!! are moving off toward the front.

12 H.
In explanation of above, Major Milligan says Lieutenant Canuon

means toward Dunn's Mill-the enemy's front from Cobb's on that
line looking from signal station at Clifton.

General Colquitt says, 12 m. : Yankees, I think, are moving off.
Tents are being struck. Camps in commotion. Infantry discovered
moving to our left; cavalry toward our right.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HEADQUARTERS,
Hancock's Hau,se, May 27, 1864-9 p. ID.

General BRAXTON BRAGG :
Yesterday enemy made strong demonstration on right flank.

To-day indications are that he is meditating either to attack or
retire; if latter, he will leave a force to guard his strong line of
works, extending from James River to Appomattox, which he is
still laboriously strengthening.

General D. H. HILL:
GENERAL: In compliance with orders from department head

quarters of this date, I have the hOllor to furnish the following roster
of brigade commanders anll colonels of regiments in my division:

Colquitt's brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. A. H. Colquitt-
Twenty-third Georgia Regiment, commanded by Major Ballenger;
no colonel. Sixth Georgia Regiment, commanded by Col. John T.
Lofton; September 17, 1862, date from which he ranks. Nineteenth
Georgia Regiment, commanded by Col. J. H. Neal; August 20, date
from which he ranks; he was on duty yesterday as general offiet>r of
the day. Twenty-seventh Georgia Regiment, comm8l1ded hy Col.
C. T. Zachry; he ranks from September 17, 1862, and was on nut}'
as general officer of day 23d instant. Twenty-eighth Georgia Regl
nwnt, Col. Tully Graybill; he ranks from November 3, 1862, and is
now sick ill camp.

Martin's hrigade, commanded by Brig. Gen.. J. G. Martin-Seven
teenth North Carolina Regiment, commanded by Col. W. F. Mal-tin;
Sixty-sixth NOJ-th Carolina Re~,;ment, commanded by Col. A. D.
Moore; Forty-second North Carolina Rer'ment, commanded by
Lieut. Col. C. W. Bradshaw. No genera officer of the day has
heen detailed from this brigade. .

Hagood's brigade. commanded by Brig. Gen. J. Hagood-Col.
F. H. Gantt, date of rank November 27, 1862; Col. P. C. Uaillard.
date of mnk Octoher 2, ]863; Lieut. Col. P. H. Nelson, date of
rank July 10, 186:!; Maj. G. W. McIver, nate of rank January 25,
]8B::!; Maj. John V. Glover, date of rank July 22, 1862.

Clingman's brigade,. commanded by Brig. Gen. T. L. Clingman
Col. James D. Radcliffe, coulluandlllg Sixtx-first North Carolina
Regiment; Col. H. McKethan, commanding Fifty-first North Caro-

"·ftc-,
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R. F. HOKE,
Major-General.

!ina Regiment; Lieut. Col. J. R. Murclllson, commanding Eighth
North Carolina Regiment; Lieut. Col. C. W. Knight, commanding
Thirty-first North Carolina Regiment. Colonel Raclcliffe has been
on dut~ once as general officer of the day

Very respectfully, yours, &c.,

[RICHMOND,] Ma.y 27, 1864.
Capt. C. T. MASON:

Can you have Colonel Talcott informed that the Secretary of War
has ordered the engineer troops, except the pontoon companips, to
proceed to the Danville road via Richmond ~ The orders will be
sent on the train which will bring the regiment up.

A. L. RIVES.
Colonel and Acting Chipf Engineer.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
Allee's, lUay 28, lSG4-6 p. m.

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.:

SIR: The army is in front of this position extending toward Toto
lXltomoy Creek. .As far as I can ascertain none of the enemy have
oovanced south of that creek. I believe that he is assembling his
army behind it. General Fitzhugh Lee's division of cavalry en
gaged the enemy's cavalry near Haw's Shop about nOOR to-day and
drove them back upon their infantry, which prisoners st.atell to be
the Fifth and Sixth Corps. I have not, however, receivell very
definite information as yet either as regarlls their positions or num
bers.

I am, with respect, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

Oene·ral.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
No. 13il. f May 28, 1864.

The troops under Brigadier-General Finegan and Perry's brigade
are temporarily united for service under General Finegan, and will
constitute a part of Anderson's division, Hill's corps.

By command of General R. E. Lee :
W. H. TAYLOR,

.Assistant Ad}utant-General.

HEADQUARTERS PICKETT'S DIVISION,
Rose Cutktge, May 28, 1864-1.30 p. m.

CoL G. M. SORREL,
As.'1istant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report my arrival at this point,
the men much worn Igr want of food, although but little struggling.
But in accordance with the suggestion of the major-general 1~C)m

manding I have halted here to wait for rations. In fact it is com
pulsory. It will be midnight, if not Ilaylight, before we can get
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W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Ac(jutant-General.

ATLEE'S, May 28, 1864-5 p. m.

anything to eat. The men are calling loudly for bread. I have
sent ;j couriers and 2 staff officers back. Wo must get something,
or the division will be worse than useless.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. E. PICKETT,

Major-General.

ON ROAD NEAR ATLEE'S,
~[ay 28, It\G4-1O.:l0 a. m.

Major-General BRECKINRIDGE, CO'mmmulill[J, &c. :
GENERAL: General Early is near Pole Green Church, in line of

battle. Anderson is well closed up in his rear. Early wrote from
Hundley's at 8 a. m. Keep your troo.l?s well closed up 011 Anderson.
The troops ahead of you marched at tuneR alongside of the wagons.
You might expedite your march by pursuing the sallle course.
General Hill is following you.

General BRECKINRIDGE:
GENERAL: I wish you wouldplace your troops on the roatl from

this place to Haw's Shop (or Salem Church), to guard that road.
The eIwmy is at Haw'A Shop, and may take our troops in reVel'8e.
After crossing the Hanover Court-House and Mechanicsville road,
about tbreelfourths of a mile, you reach a roatlleading to Mrs. Tins
ley's, and runnillg parallel to the Hanover Court-House road. Oppo
site Mrs. Tinsley's, gate, there is Mrs. Hill. On either side I under
stand you can obtain water. Send forward officers to explore.

R. E. LEE.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t
No. 124. f
* *

ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Richmond, May 28, 1864.

* * * . * *
XXI. Lieut. Gell T. H. Holmes will take immediate command of

reserve forces of the State of North Carolina. Ht1 will complete
their orgll.nization, and placn them at once into service. To this tmd
he is authorized to employ all enrolling officers, who are hereby
directed to ohoy his instructions. He will establish his heatlquar
tel's at such point as he may deem best. Officers of the quarter
master's, commissary, ordnance, and medical departments are re
quired to furnish all necessary facilities. All officers from the State
of North Carolina, of the Invalid Corps, and such of the regular
forces as are for any reasons UlHtssigned, will immediately report to
Lieutenant-General Holmes, who is authorized to assign them tom
porarily with the Reserves.

XXII. All the companies raised in the State of North Carolina for
local defense and special service will report fur orders to Lieut. Oen.
T. H. Holmes, commanding reserve forces of North Carolina, at
Raleigh.

* * * * * * *
By command of the Secretary of War :

JNO. WITHERS,

A ••istant A<1j",a"t.G~.... ""~
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DREWRY'S BLUFF, May 28, 18G4.

C. T. MASON,
CalJtain, Engineers.

PETERSBURG, VA., May 28, 1864.
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. Whitiug having referred to me that portion

of Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise's report of his opern.tions on the lBth
inst.ant wher'3in it is statell that Gelwml Whiting was drunk, I llerehy
state, all my honor as an officor, that I was with General Whiting
trom the time of his arrival in Petpl'l';bul'g aIHl (lul'ing tlw day in
question, nud that he d!d ,not dl',ink aJ~Y spit'itnons li~lU(ll' whatt1yel';
that I was present at lns mternew WIth Genoml Wlse 011 the lllght
of the luth iustaut aud kuow that he w~ perfectly sobel'.

W. C. STRONG,
Aide-de-C{t1nl J•

J. F. CALDWELL.
Snperinfendent C. S. M1'Wctl'1! TelfY1Y1J)h Lint's:

Seven hundred feet will cross tho river. By lUling piles 600
might do.

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, ~fay 29, 1864.
Lieut. Col. G. M. SORREL, A.'{!~i8tant A(~jufa'!'t-(Jenernl:

COl,ONEL: I sond you a rude sketch of the position. If it he
true, as the ('ourier I Bout you reports, that the enomy advance in
our dil'(1ction, I know of nothing to notify us of their apl'\'llach.
There is no obstacle to the passage of iufantry in all th~ counh'y he
tween Breckimil1ge and Field. The first t,llillg thl~Y would strike,
wouhl be the artillery in the field in Fiel(l's front. I wrote an iu
Ijuil'yahout tho ~roJ?ositionto s('n~l a division in the interval betwoon
Eal'1y and Breckmrldge. Please 11Iform me.

J. B. KERSHAW,
Brig(l(lier-General.

~------_---=:_.iAherll.
--j~y'll ".......-

Shad!! Gruve.
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W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQlTARTERS,
Clm'k's, May 2fJ, 1864-5.30 p. m.

SPECIAL ORDER8, I HDQR8: ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
No. 134. I May 29, lSf">4.

In the temporary absence of Lieutenant-General Ewell, caused by
siekness, MaJor-General Early is assigned to the command of the Sec
owl Army Corps. Permission is granted General Ewell to retire from
the field that he may have the benefit of rest aud medic-al treatment.

By order of General R. E. Lee:
W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Adju'/ant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Cla1'k's Hot/"'le, },[ay 29, 18fj4-3.30 p. m.

[General R. H. ANDERSON:]
GENERAL: General Lee directs me to inform ~ou that the enemy

appeal' to be moving toward the Central road; wl1l probably strike it
at Peake's Station if the present line of march is continued. They
have appeared between Taliaferro's and Price's, beyond Hanover
Court-Honse, and have also appeared at Wickham's. Infantry is
reported as also cavalry. Be prepared to move in any direction.

W. H. TAYLOR,
As.'listant Adjutant-General.

Enemy's cavah'y said to be moving up road from Aenon Church,
by Dr. Shelton's, toward McKeuzie's.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS,
Hundley's Comer, .May 29, 1864-4 p. m.

Major-General ANDERSON,
Commanding Corps:

GENERAL: Major-Gencral Rodes directs me to inform you that
the enemy is reported ad vancing infantry skirmishers up the sout.h
side of Totopotomoy Creek, and he has thrown out skirmishers to
meet them. As matters now stand, in event of any engagement this
corps will be required, it is supposed, to watch the right and 1'(>31'.

and oue division will be on the left of Early's, which is ou the road
to Pole Grecn Church, amI the other on the right of it. Major-Gen
eral Rodes requests that you will keep a few vetlettes to watch be
tween him and Gcneral Breckinridge, and if yon move please notify
him.

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. PENDLETON,

Assi.'Jtant Ac(jutant-General.

Major-General ANDERSON:
GENERAL: General Lee wishes you to have your troops iu posi

tion to snpport General Early aud to he ready to' move up 80 88 to
cover any link that may occur on Early's left. Breckinridge is on
his left and Hill to the left of him.

Respectfully,

•_· ...i'-e.
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W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Clark's, },{ay 29, 1&34-6.30 p. m.

General ANDERSON :
GENERAL: General Early now reports that he does not think that

the forc\' which was advancing on him was infantry. General Lee
desires you to have your troops ready to be moved either way and
to send a staff officer to General Early and one to General Hill to bo
well acquainted with the condition of thin~s in front of each, and
then to be ~idedby your judgment ill movmg to the support of the
point where you lllay be required. General Hill is on the left of
General Breckinridge covering the point where the road from Shady
Grove Church to Hanover Court-House crosses the Totopotomoy
along the creek. General Lee says he will not be able to see you to
night but will to-morrow.

Respectfully,

W, H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutanf-Generdl.

H EADQUARTERS,
Clark's, },fay 29, 1864-6.40 p. m,

General ANDERSON:
GENERAL: Thern is a gap reported hetween Breckinridge's ]'ight

and Early's left. The ('lIlllltl'y is regar(h·d as impract.icahle; the
creek there is difficult of passagp. yet. you had hetter he prepat'ed
to ford it. Send forward au offiCe!' to a.cquaint yourself with the
position, &c.

Respectfully ~

HDQRS. ARTILLERY, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
.May 29, 1864.

Brig. Gen. W. N, PENDLETON,
(!0111 nwndinfJ A rf illery :

GENERAL: I hav\' tbiH 1lJ00'ning iUHpect('d the Stuart Horse Artil
lery and find the command in tolerably efficient condition. The
fresh horses (IOO) have not yet been supplied by Colonel 001'ley, and
801'0 greatly needed. ThoHC now in the batteries are much worll down
and nJany_of them unfit for HPrvicp. They are properly groompd and
cared fOl', grazed, andreceivl:l about H pounds corn. Tlw eaissolls
are well supplied with ammunition. The axle of a Napoleon gun in
McGregor's battery is broken, and the picc(\ has been sent to Rich
mond for repair. In the aetion yostmday 1 man was killed awl 1
wounl1ed, and 2 hOl'8PS disablel1. Major Chew is very anxiom; to ef
fect the transfer to his hattalion of tho battory of horse artillery in
General Breckinridge's eOlllmalHl. He urges that General B. has
now two 'battalions of mounted artillery, and that the horse artillery
would be of more service in the cavalry, and would give two bat
teries to each division, Major Chew is desirous that you will l1irect
the trallsfer. I shall make overy exertion this morning to pl'OCUl'e
the fresh horst>s for the battalion.

Very respectfully, yom' obedient servant,
JNO. ESTEN COOKE.

Captain and Assistant Inspector-General.
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W. H. TAYLOR.
Assistant Adjutant-GtJ1ieral.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Acijutant-General.

DREWRY'S BLUFF, May 29,1864-5 p. m.

HEADQUARTERS,
Clark's House, .May 29, 1864-6.45 a.. m.

General BRECKINRIDGE:
GENERAL: I do not propose to move the troops to-day unless it

heconwH IWCl'ssary. I wish you, therl:'fore, to ~et all YOllr men to
gethur, rest al1l1 rofrt'sh thmn as mHch as ]lossiblt>, and supply theln
with ammunition, provisions, &c. Be prepared to move should eir
cumstances require it. I think it probahle that should the ene1llY
intend to advance from his present position on Richmond it will he
by Haw's Shop to Atlee's Station. I have directed General Hill to be
ready to support you. Take a position to resist his a<lvauce, acquaint
yourself with the roads and count,ry in your vicinity, and post your
pickets to insurll your security. Advise General Hill (at Shady
Grove Church, 011 rOall f"om Atlee's to Mechanicsville) as well as
myself of any movement against you.

Very respectfully,
- R. E. LEE,

General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Clark's House, !Jfay 29, 1864-3.10 p. m.

General BRECKINRIDGE:
GENERAL: Your note of 2.45 recpivtl<l. The general commalHling

directs me to say that General Early, with Ewell's corps, is on your
right; he ext('Jl(ls ovpr t~)ward Pole Ureen Church. andcallnot be far
from your right. Andel'son (Kt','shaw iH a part of First Corps) is in
I'Pal' of Early, in l'('sorve. alIll availahle for 1110\,pments eitlwr wa.y.
Tlw general does 1I0t think they will 1m able to 01' will attempt t.o
l'a.~ hetwpen ~·ou and Early, but wishes you to he prepll.red llond to
hold the positalll you occupy. Have you your artillery with you?

Respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS,
Cuuk's, ltfa,y :W, 18ti!-5 p. m.

General BRECKINRIDGE:
GENERAL: The last report.s from the enemy represent him to be

moving by Taliaferro's Mill toward Dr. Shelton's. General A. P.
Hill is on the road from Shady Grovo Church tn Hanover Com-t
House, and will advance to tho point where it crosses TutoputolllOY
Creek. General Mahone will be immediately 011 your left along the
creek.

Respectfully,

General B. BRAGG,
Richmond:

All the iron-clads are through the obstructions. The Virginia a
very little after low water.

W. H. STEVENS,
Colonel of Engineers.

.1
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HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA.,
. In the Field, near Ohester, Va., May 29, 1864.

His Excellency President DAVIS,
Richmond, Va.:

SIR: I had the honor to receive yesterday afternoon, through Col
onel Wood, your letter of the 28th instant, inclosing a copy of Gen
eral Lee's letter of the same date, from near Atlee's Station. I have
telegraphed him to inform me when and where I could meet him for
a conference. I am now awaiting his answer. The report you refer
to of Butler breaking up his encampments in my front is only I?ar
tially true, and indicates probably a change of position, not a wIth
drawal of part of his forces. The latest information received from
the signal corps (27th instant) is that about 4,000 men have been
sent off by him (see report· of Major Milligan herewith inclosed).
My force is so small at present that to divide it for the purpose of
re-enforcing Lee would Jeopardize the safety of the part left to guard
my lines, and would greatly endanger Richmond Itself. The ques
tion of abandoning in part or in whole my present position from
Drewry's Bluff to Petersburg is a momentous one, which requires
the most earnest consideration of the Government before it is
adopted. The pontoon train reported by Major Milligan on the 27th
instant as having been sent up to Butler, SIgnifies probably an in
tention on his part to co-operate with Grant in his operations against
Richmond by throwing abrid~e across the James River.

Respectfully, your obedIent servant,
. G. T. BEAUREGARD.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
No. 15. f May 29,1864.

I. It having been reported to these headquarters that our pickets
and skirmishers have allowed those of the enemy to advance to with
in very short distance of our lines, and that the pickets of the two
lines are becoming too familiar, it is hereby ordered that no commu
nication whatever should be had between our pickets and those of
the enemy. The latter must be fired upon whenever they are seen
within range of our guns; due precaution, however, being taken
to prevent a waste of ammunition. No exchange of papers will be
permitted, and no communication of any kind allowed, except under
flag of truce sent by a division commander by direction of these
headquarters. Division commanders will see that this order, like
all other general and special orders relating to their commands, is
read to the trool?s. This order is dictated by a stern military neces
sity, as the forbIdden practice affords positive advantages to the ell
emy in procuring information and directing his force; but even if
this necessity did not exist, the commanding general still deeply de
plores the moral disgrace incurred by his troops in anything like vol
untary or unnecessary association With the savage foes who are not
only warring against us, but persecuting our women and children,
and destroyin~private property. The hands of such a foe are un
worthy the friendly or courteous touch of a Confederate soldier.

II. The regiment of Johnson's brigade and the battery now at
Port Walthall Junction will rejoin their commands at once.

* Not found.
54 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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***
JNO. M. OTEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

III. Pursuant to instructions from the War Department, Brig.
Gen. R. E. Colston, is relieved from duty in this department. In
relieving General Colst.on, the commanding general herewith takes
occasion to express his appreciation of the able and intelligent man
ner in which he has inval'lably discharged the responsible duties de
volving uJ>On him. In accordance with the same instructions, CoL
William Butler is assigned to the command of the First Military
District.

* * * *
By command of General Beanregard :

R. E. LEE.

ATLEE'S, May 30, 1864-7.30 p. m.
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS,

Richnwn(l:
General Beauregard says the Department must determine what

troops to send for him. He gives it all necessary information. The
result of this delay will be disaster. Butler's troops (Smith's corps)
will be with Grant to-morrow. Hoke's division, at least, should be
with me by light to-morrow.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} ADJT..AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE.
No. 125. Richmond, .May 30, 1864.

* * * * * * *
XI. Company A, First Confederate Battalion, now on duty as pro

vost guard in Atlanta, Ga., will immediately proceed to head
quarters Army of Northern Virginia, and report to General R. E.
Lee, commanding, &c., for assignment to duty with its proper com
mand.

* * * * * * *
XIII. Col. L. M. Keitt, commanding Twentieth South Carolina

Volunteers, will immediately proceed with his regiment to head
guarters Army of Northern Virginia, and report to General R. E.
Lee, commanding, &c., for assignment to duty.

* * * * * * *
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant-Ge-neral.

BURNT MILL, [May 30, 1864]-10 a. m.
General R. E. LEE:

GENERAL: The enemy have advanced their cavalry up the Old
Church and Black Creek Church road several miles. They now have
a waKon park at Mrs. Alexander's. They have also advanced upon
the Old Cold Harbor road, taking with them their wagons. I can-
not hear of any infantry this side of Old Church. I MW the road at ~
J. Higgins', which is about 1 mile south of the church; nothing was ~
moving on it at l) a. m. The drums seem to 'have approached 01<1
Church, and although I have no jlositive proof of the fact, still j
judging from what I hear and see, I thiuk that GeneraJ. Gra.nt is con... ~
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centrating a large force on his left, and contemplates a move 1ll thIS
direction very soon. This morning at sunrise I sent a man to see
the road leading from Old Church to the White House; everything
was qniet; only scouting parties pass that road. I shall start 2
couriers, 808 there are so many scouting parties out this morning.
You will please excuse me for not signing my true name.

Yours, respectfully,
S. FRANKLIN [STRINGFELLOW].

I have a man on the Old Church and White House road.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 30, 1864-11 a. m.

Maj. Gen. R. H. ANDERSON:
GENERAL: As far as I can judge from the information I have re

ceived, I think the enemy': will take a line for their right up Crump'~
Creek to Taliaferro's MIll, and thence along up to Smith's Store,
and thence to the Totopotomoy Creek, embracing McKenzie's
Corner, then down the north side of the Totopotomoy and cross over
to the head waters of the Matarlequin, near Bethesda Church.
After fortifying this line they will probably make another move by
their left flank over toward the Chickahominy. This is just a rer,e
tition of their former movements. It can only be arrested by strIk
ing at once at that part of their force which has crossed the Totopot
omoy in General Early's front. I have desired him to do this if he
thought it could be done advantageously. and have written to him
that you will support him. Please communicate with him at once.
Whatever is determined on should be done as soon as practicable.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
~fay 30, 1864.

Maj. Gen. R. H. ANDERSON, Comma.nding:
GENERAL: I have heard through Lieutenant-Colonel Sorrel that

Kershaw's old brigade is much in need of a good brigade com
mander, and I am anxious that a brigade that has always done so
well should now be well commanded. I desire you to consult Gen
eral Kershaw at once, so that a good commander may be recom-
mended for the brigade as soon as practicable. .

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

MAY 30, 1864-2 p. m.
[General R. H. ANDERSON:]

GENERAL: I inclose you a note* from General Early. I approve
what is therein suggested, and have authorized General Early to
carry out what is proposed, if ·his judgment approves. I desire
you, if circumstances permit, to carry out your part.

R. E. LEE,
General.

*See Early to Lee, 1~ m., p. 834.
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HDQRS. SIXTH REGT. SOUTH CAROLINA CAVALRY,
Camp Lee, Va., May 30, 1864.

Colonel SALE,
Military Secretary:

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report in
answer to your communication of 23d instant. I am unable to gi"e
copies of orders, &c., or to report exact dates, because of the de~n

tion of all baggage at Greensborough, N. C., from the want of rail
road transportation:

First. I received orders to move my regiment while at Ashepoo,
S. C., first about 1st April, 1864 (whICh was count~rmanded),and
again on the 15th day of April, 1864, and through General Beaure
gard, commanding DpJ,:mrtment of South Carolina. Georgia, and
Florida. Two compames of my regiment were then on John's Isl
and, S. C. ; one was at Auams' Run, S. C.; one at Jacksonborough,
S. C., and six at Ashepoo, S. C.

• Second. I received two copies of certain paragraphs, Special
Orders, No. 65, Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, while sta
tioned at Ashepoo, S. C., about the 1st April. 1864; one copy direct
from department headquarters, the other forwarded through my
immediate brigade commander, and both indorsed official, in the
names of their respective assistant adjutant-generals.

Third. I arrived in Richmond on 22d instant with a portion of my
command, and immediately reported to Brig. Gen. M. C. Butler.
Owin~ to the difficulty of railroad transportation men continued to
come 1ll daily until the 26th instant, when Lieutenant-Colonel Miller
arrived with the remainder. These men were brought on by rail,
because of the want of saddles, &c. About the 1st of April I re
ceived orders to move. Seven companies were relieved from duty
on the day following, and on the third day, when they were about
to march, an order by telegraph was received from General Jordan,
chief of staff to General Beauregard, to return to duty and remain
until further orders from that department. I reported this to Major
General Hampton, and after repeated applications to him was
relieved from duty, and ordered to move on 16th April. Thl'differ
ent portions of my command, under the lieutenant-colonel and
major, reported to me at Branchville, -So C., on 19th April. I left
them at Orangeburg, S. C., and reported in person at Columbia, S.
C., to Major-General Hampton, who ordered me to remain until our
horses could be shod, &c. The several regiments in advance of ours
having precedence in the opinion of Major-General Hampton, I
could not get the use of the blacksmith shops until the 3d May,
instant.

Having all of our horses shod in front, I ordered the regiment to
move on the 5th May, instant, marching short distances for the first
few days until the horses were completely shod. I visited the com
mand en route at Orangeburg and Winnsborough, S. C., at Char
lotte and Greensborough, N. C., and at Danville, Va. Upon leaving
Ashepoo, S. C., I sent home every man who could procure a bett~r
horse and as many more a.s would make one-half the regiment, all
of whom reported on the 2d May and brought on the horses. The
remaining half were then relieved, to report on the 16th May to
Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, at Columbia, S. C., to come on by rail
By this means, and without any detention whatever, every officer
and man ill the regiment received from teu tQ fifteen days' furlough.. .

"'... " ...
_ .. _ ___A_.'-----~----J
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Fourth. The regiment moved in separate detachments, respect
ively, under Lieutenant-Colonel Miller and Major Ferguson, com
manding, whose reports are herewith submitted.

I have the honor to be, colonel, respectfully, your obedient sorv
ant,

H. K. AIKEN,
Colonel.

[InclOllUJ'e No. t.]

T. B. FERGUSON,
Major, Commanding Detachment.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH SOUTH CAROLINj\ CAVALRY,
Camp Lee, l a., Mny 30, 1864.

Col. H. K. AIKEN,
Commanding Sixth South Carolina Cavalry:

COLONEL: III accordance with instructions I have the honor to
submit the following report: Left Columbia evening of 5th; near
Winnsborough, 6th, 15 miles; at Winnsborough, 7th, 15 miles; to
Black Stocks, 8th, 1fj miles; Chester, 9th, 13 miles; Rock Hill, 10th,
23 miles; Charlotte, 11th, 27 miles; Concord, 12th, 21 miles; Salis
bury, 13th, 21 miles; layover at Salisbury a day and a half on
account of high water, and a day and a half crossing the Yadkin
and traveling 15 miles to Lexington, lIith; High Point, night of the
17th, 17 miles; Greensborough, night of 18th, Hi miles; Reidsville,
night of 19th, 25 miles; Danville, night of 20th, 25 miles; Laurel
Grove, night of 21st, 17 miles ; New's Ferry, night of 22d, 16 miles;
Clark's Ferry, night of 23d, 27 miles; 2-1th, one day crossing Staun
ton River and traveling 5 miles; Keysville, night of 25th, 23 miles;
Burkeville, night of 2Uth, 20 miles; 'Amelia Court-House, night of
27th, 20 miles; Winterpock, night of' 28th, 23 miles; reached Rich
mond, 29th, 25 miles. All, making distance of 425 miles.

Respectfully submitted.

[Inclosure No. ll.]

HDQRS. SIXTH REGT. [SOUTH CAROLINA] CAVALRY,
Camp Lee, :Afny 30, 1864.

Col. H. K. AIKEN,
Comdg. Sixth Regiment [&ndh Cetrolina] Cavalry:

COLONEL: Iu pursuance of orders from the Secretary of War,
promulgated on the 15th of April, 1864, I left Camp Bee, on Ashepoo
River, S. C., with six companies of this command on the 17th day
of April, 1864, and camped at Waherborough, S. C., on the evening
of the same day, a distance traveled of 18 miles, and marched suc
cessivelyas follows: To Rayzor's Bridge on the 18th, 15 miles; to
Branchville on the 19th, 18 miles; to Orangeburg on the 20th, 19
miles; to Sandy Run on the 21st, 25 miles; to Columbia on the 22d,
15 miles. I was joined at Branchville, S. C., by the detachment of
four cOlppanies, under command of Major Ferguson, and reported
to Col. H. K. Aiken, ill Columbia, S. C., on the evening of the 22d
of April.

On the night of the 17th of May I left Columbia, S. C., with a
detachment of 360 dismounted men, and arrived in Charlotte, N. C.,
on the morning of the 18th, and traveled successively, as follows:
To Greensborough, N. C., on the 19th; a point 011 the Piedmont
Railroad on the evening of the 19th; to Danville, Va., on the morn-
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ing of the 22d; arrived in Riehmond, Va., on the 23d. Thedelay
at Charlotte and on the Piedmont railroad w.as caused by the ina
bility of the railroad company to furnish the necessary transporta
tion.

With every assurance that no time was lost that could be
avoided, and that no exertion was spared to facilitate the movement
of the command, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

L. P. MILLER,
Lieut. Col. Sixth Regiment Ca'lxury.

MAY 30, 1864-12 m.
[General R. E LEE:]

GENERAL: Your note received. I have made a road across Beayer
Dam by Dickenson's into the Old Church and Mechanicsville road, 1
mile from Bethesda Church. This will give me the nearest road by
Old Cold Harbor Beulah Church, &c. I have made another road far
ther down into the Mechanicsville road by Martin's house. The en
emy's skirmishers have driven in the cavalry ricket in my front, on
the road from this to Old Church to my line 0 skirmishers. one-half
mile in my front. The enemy's skirmishers are also at Bethesda
Church. The skirmishers are infantry, but I can get no accurate
information of the force in rear. The enemy is also in some force on
the heights beyond the Totopotomoy, on the road by Pole Green
Church.

Field's division is taking the place of my left division, and I will
withdraw Rodes from the right and send him out on the Mechanics
ville road to Bethesda Church to see what the enemy has, and, if
necessary, I will send the other divisions to co-operate with him and
attack the enemy, getting Anderson to take the place of my other
divisions, and in the event of my meeting the enemy and driving
him Anderson can move down on the road to Old Church from this
place if you think proper. Doles' bri~ade is already on and across
the Mechanicsville road, which is in SIght from my right.

. J. A. EARLY,
Major- General.

P. 8.-1 am inclined to the opinion that rio large force is on this
side Totopotomoy. I will not go too far from the rest of our troops.

Respectfully,
J. A. EARLY,

Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS LONGSTREET'S CORPS,
May 30, 1864-8 p. m.

Maj. Gen. J. A. EARLY,
Commanding Second Corps:

GENERAL: General Field reports having come upon an intrenched
line of the enemy, and owing to that circumstance and the approach
of darkness I have suspended his movement and have drawn my
whole line back to the left again, so as to connect with General
Breckinridge, between whom and the left of my line a very wide gap
had been made.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. ANDERSON,

Mqjor- GetleTal..
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HEADQUARTERS,
Olark's, May 30, 1864.

General BRECKINRIDGE :
GENERAL: Your note of 4.45 a. m. received. The general is

pleasecl to hear of the satisfactory state of things on your fine.
Respectfully,

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MAY 30, 1864-10 p. m.
Col W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Adjutant-General :
COLONEL: We had artillery firing and skirmishing to-day, inflict

ing more damage than we received, but not much on either side.
Enemy shelled hea.vilr this evening; little harm done; it was fol
lowed by sharp skirmIshing on my right. I am removing now to
the new line markoo out by General Smith. General Kershaw sent
me word this evening that his division was ordered away. I have
BOught for troops to connect with my right, but do not find any.

Respectfully,
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE,

Major-General.

P. S.-My headquarters are on the main road, about one-half mile
from those I have lat{,ly had.

J. C. B.
[Indorsement.]

'HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 30, 1804-11.30 p. m.

Res(>ectfully referroo to Major-General Anderson, with regard to
resummg the connection on right of General Breckinridge.

By order of General Lee :
C. S. VENABLE,

Aide-de-Oamp.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 30, 1864-11.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE,
Oommanding, &c. :

GENERAL: Your note of 10 p. m. has been received and referred
to Major-General Anderson, with regard to the desired connection
on your right. General Anderson moved no doubt on a call from
General Early to support him in a movement against enemy on this
side of Totopotomoy Creek, in front of Second Corps, and will return
very probably to his original position before morning. In case he
does not return before daylight, it would be well to protect your
right with skirmishers,: and notify General Hill, who has very little
in front of his left, ana can aid you.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. S. VENABLE,'

Aide-de-Oamp.
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SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSPT. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 125. Richnwnd, May 30, 1864.
• • • • • • •

VI. Capt. W. W. Fraser, of Company A, First Regiment Virginia
Artillery, will report to Brig. Gen. James L. Kemper, commanding
reserve forces of Virginia, for assignment to duty.

• • • * * * *
XVIII. M~j. I. M. Partridge, commissary of subsistence, Provis

ional Armyz C. S., having been assigned to the duty of perfecting the
records of tne Mississippi troops serving in the Army of Northern
Virginia, under an act of Congress approved Februarv 16, 1864, com
manding officers of Mississippi troops are requested to afford him
such facilities in the discharge of his duties as may not conflict with
the interests of the service. The quartermaster's department will
furnish the necessary transportation, and he will be allowed to pur
chase the same rations from the subsistence department as are sold
to colonels in the field.

* • * * * * *
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assisf,a,nt Adjutant-Generol.

i
I·

HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA.,
Hancock's House, May 30, 1864.

General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.:

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that pursuant to the
wishes of the War Department I relieved on yesterday Brig. Gen.
R. E. Colston from duty in this department, and assigned Col. Will
iam Butler, Provisional Army, C. S., to the command of the First
District-extending from the line of Swift Creek to the Roanoke
River. But as Colonel Butler is ranked by other colonels in the
district, and as Brigadier-General Dearing is often serving in the
same district, I hope an officer of more rank may be at once ordered
to report to me. An officer of more rank than that of a colonel would
necessarily inspire more confidence in the people and in the troops
particularly the local troops. Colonel Butler is rauked by Colonel
Benbow, of the Twenty-thIrd South Carolina Volunteers. This regi
ment has been necessarily detached to guard Petersburg, owing to
the few troops there at my command, and it is deemed advisable at
this time to remove his regiment and replace it by one, the command
ing officer of which would be inferior in rank to Colonel Butler.

Colonel Butler is also ranked by the colonels in the cavalry brig
ade, and by its commander, and should he be appointed brigadier
general he would still be ranked by" General Dearing, which would
cause embarrassment in the adminIstration of affairs in that district.
For these reasons I urgently request that a permanent commander
be sent to command the First Military DistrICt at once, as changes
from time to time are detrimental to the service, as each new com
mander views the defenses of his district in a different light, and
undoes in a manllerwhat has been the labor of days and weeks of his
predecessor. And besides these considerations, the enemy ascerta.in-
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ing that a colonel is in'command at that important point may esti
mate our forces accordingly and be invited to make an attack ou
that city, which it is important to avoid. His estimate of our force,
in the absence of more definite information, is very likely to be
shaped by the known rank of the officer commanding it.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
, General, Commanding.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, May 30, 1864-10.15 'p. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

Genflral Lee having called on me for re-enforcemeuts, and feeling
authorized by the President's letter of 28th instant to send them, I
have ordered Hoke's division to report to him. I will follow with
Johnson's as soon as enemy's movements in my front will permit.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

RICHMOND, May 30, 1864-10.30 p. m.
General G. T. BEAUREGARD:

By direction of the President you will send Hoke's division, which
you reported l'eady, immediately to this point by railroad. The trains
will be ordered to report near your headquarters. Move with tho
utmost expedition, but with as much secrecy as J>()ssible.

. BRAXTON BRAGG.

•*•
JNO. M. OTEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
No. 16. May 30, 1864.
• • • *- • • *

IV. Hoke's division ofinfantry, with Read's battalion of al'tiller)T,
will move as rapidly as possible to the headquarters Army of North
ern Virginia, aud report to General R. E. Lee, commanding. John
son's division will be extended to occupy that portion of the lines
now held by Hoke's division. General D. H. Hill will assist Gen
eral Johnson in posting his troops. The chief of artillery will re
place Read's battalion in the positions occupied by it with other
artillery.

• * • *
By command of General Beauregard:

SPECIAL ORDERS, i ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 126. f Richmond, Mcty 31, 1864.
• • • • • • •

XXXII. Maj. Gen. R. F. Hoke, Provisional Army,C. S., with his
division, will proceed with all possible expedition to headquarters
Army of Northern Virginia and report to General R. E. Lee, com
manding, &c., for assignment to duty.

By command of the Secretary of War :
JOHN WITHERS,

Assi8tant Adjutant-General.
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HANCOCK'S HOUSE, May 31, 1864-9 a. m.

CIRCULAR.1 HEADQUARTERS,
Near Coleman's, on roadf1'om Shady Gro1-'e Church .

ta Mechanicsville, May 31, 1864.
Maj. Gen. R H. ANDERSON,

Commanding First Army Corps:
GENERAL: I am directed by General Lee to say that he wishes

you to get every available man in the ranks by to-morrow. Gather
III all stragglers and men absent without proper authority. Send to
the field hospitals and have every man capable of j)erforming the
duties of a soldier returned to his command. Send back your in
spectors with instructions to see that the wishes of the general com
manding are carried out. Let every man fit for duty be present.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Aqjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS, &c.,
M(ty 31, 1864.

, [Major-General ANDERSON:]
GENERAL: General Lee has received your note of 7 p. m. He also

received a message from General Fitz. Lee through Major Mason, of
his staff, that his command and a brigade of Hoke's had been driven
from their position this evening by the enemy, and that t~~were of
the opinion that infantry was in their front. General· Hoke will,
whilst occupying his present relative position to you, be under your
control. He was directed to see you and arrange for co-operation
to-morrow. He has three brigades up, and the general wishes you
to direct him to send back and try and get up the fourth.

Very respectfully,
W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

OLD COLD HARBOR, May 31, 1864-3.15 p. Ill.

General R E. LEE, .
Cmnmanding Army of Northern Virginia:

GENERAL: The enemy are advancing- on this placei nothing but
cavalry discovered 80 far. Their advance' about halt a mile from
this place. I am prepared to dispute their progress. Clin~n'8
hrigade, of Hoke's dIvision, has halted between Gaines' MIll and
Mechanicsville, about 2 miles from former place. Had they 110t
better be ordered on to assist in securing this place?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FITZ. LEE,

Major-General.

General B. BRAGG:
Five trains of troops left since 5.15 a. m. ; another is now loading,

and the last will soon get off.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

~
'

." ........ ..
- -'" "_.- ..
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HANCOCK'S HOUSE, May 31, 1864-9 a. m.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

JNO. M. OTEY,
ABsistant At.(jutant-General.

General B. BRAGG:
Our demonstration of yesterday afternoon showed works of enemy

in our front still occupied by infantry and artillery, also some troops
in reserve. All quiet at present. .

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, 1J[ay 31, 1864-10 a. m.
General B. BRAGG:

General Dearing reports that he had driven in the enemy's'pickets
at Gatlin's, and that he is endeavoring to sink two of theIr gun
boats. He reports that the enemy has a very small force at that
point.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, 1J[ay 31, 1864-11.45 a. m.
General B. BRAGG:

General Gracie has just reported as follows:
A deserter, a Ile~t from Seventh New Hampshire Regimf'nt. Hawley's bri

nde, Terry'll division, Gillmore's corps. reports Smith"R corps on transports, leaving
lor Grant's army. Enemy have erecWd six large forts along their lilies, in which
they have mounted heavy guns; also have two large fortq in their rear.

If this should prove correct this would still leave here in my front
10,000 or 12,000 men.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, May 31, 1864-12.20 p. m.
General B. BRAGG:

General Dearing has driven the enemy from Red Bluff. He is now
engaged by a gun-boat and battery lower down. Fort Clifton not
engaged. Enemy's cavalry reported to he crossing from Cobb's
toward fighting.

BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS,
aCtmp on the lines, May 31, 1864-1.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL:
GENERAL: I am just in receipt of your 110te of to-day respecting

the order of General Bragg to General Whitill~, commandin~him
on the 16th instant, to proceed to Richmond WIthout delay WIth ali
the available forces at Petersburg, and saying that the defense of
that city was not as vital as that of the metropolis. My letter to
Captain Otey, assistant adjutant-general, was in reply to an official
communicatIOn from him in the words and figures following, to wit:

HDQRS. DEPT. OF NORTH CAROLINA AND SoUTHERN VIRGINIA,
May 29, 1864.

GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to inquire of you whether
while you were in command of the First Militarl. Dish'jet you received any order
to e\'acuate the city of Petersburg? If so, you will please Kt'nd these headquarters
a copy of the same. If you haven't the order with you, you will please state where
it can be found.

Respectfully, your obedient Ilervant,

- - _.:..- ~
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Thus officially called upon I replied on the same day by the letter
which you request my consent to publish. This official correspond
ence I consider, to be under the control of General Beauregard. If
the call upon me and my reply are both published, I have no objec
tion whatever, but I wish the idea to be excluded that I publish it
or appear to volunteer any information or its publication from any
personal motives. I should not have spoken of the order at all but
for the fact that General Whiting spoke of it freely himself in my
presence to others without any confidential injunctIOn or restraint.
I have no personal hostility to General Bragg, and wish to avoid the
a,Ppearance of expressing any, or of seeming to instigate the expres
sIon of any personal hostility to him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. WISE,

Brigad'ier-General.

MAY 31, 1864.
Col. T. M. R. TALCOTT, First Engineer Regiment:

COLONEL: I am directed by Colonel Rives to suggest to you the
propriety of ordering a company of pontoneers to the James River
to take charge of the boats now being collected neal' Drewry's Bluff.
I have already a bridge across the river at Drewry's Bluff, ano will
have within two days over forty boats in the river.

General Ransom is anxious that sufficient boats should be in readi
ness to bridge the James at any point should the necessity arise. In
such a case the only troops available for such duty are about 30 men,
under Lieutenant Sully. This, of course, will be too small a com
pany to handle fifty boats. A telegram was sent you at headquarters
asking that your pontoon train be ordered to Richmond. The an
swer came from General Lee authorizing Colonel Rives to order
them down. Eight boats are expected to-night, but the reserve is
still at Gordonsville, and Lieutenant Smith writes that he has no
transportation to bring them down. We will have with the eight
boats from Goochland Court-House forty-two boats in band, and
will be able to make two boats pel' day. If you could get the ten
from Gordonsville we would have sufficient to throw a bridge
across at almost any_point. We had to pile about half the bridge
at Drewry's Bluff. Colonel Rives has been sick and confined to his
bed for several days.

I have requested Mr. Herbert to forward the maps for which you
write. They" were put uR yesterday, but by some accident were not
delivered to Lieutenant Meade.

Respectfully, &c., -
ISAAC W. SMITH,

Captain, Engineers, &c.

RICHMOND, May 31, 1864.
His Excellency WILLIAM SMITH, Governor of Virginia:

DEAR SIR: At your request I called, with the note of General
Bragg to you of this date, on General Bragg, who referred me to
Major-General Ransom. The substance and result of an interview
ha<t with Major-General Ransom is as follows: He expresses sur
prise at the smallness of the effective force of the militia, and
+.hought that we could muster about 2,000 men. He thinks that the

'. . ;--tC':'1_____--"",..,,""....!I! •
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two regiments mi&"ht do all the ~uard duty ill the city. and that if
we would undertake it, he woula have us report to him, upon the
fmther condition, however, that we shall be under his absolute com
llland for guard duty, or any other service to which he mayoblig
us. uncontrolled by you 01' any other authority; that otherwise he
does not want us under his command at all.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THUS. J. EVANS

Colonel iYinetpelllh Regimellt ri'ruinia Militia·.

CJup. XLVIII.]

[Indor:<ement.l

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND,
June 1, 18G4.

Respectfully returned to Colonel Evans.
My statement to him was to effect that I would use that part of

the militia which I thought necessary for guard duty; that I did
not think the wllOle of tho two regiment:; would be necessary for that
duty; that I woultl make tho servico of all as agreeable as possible,
but that after being put under my oruers I must have absolute con
trol, as of any other troops; otherwise the interference of different
}larties would make the militia a source of embarrassment, instead
of an acquisition to my force. If the militia after beiug assigned to
duty with me is liable to receive orders from any other source than
these headq uarters as to its position. movements, or uuties, I must
say that it can be of no use in this department.

R. RANSOM, JR..
][ajor-Gelleral.

",l/;.~tract from t!'i-monthly r'eturn of the Dcpal'lmcnt oJ Rirhmond, Maj. Gen.
Robert Ransom, j"., comma IlclinO, Jor May ill, 18M; headquarter's Richmond,
Va.

Command.

Ueneral stair .

Present ~
...; .,

S ~~" " Prisoners.for dnty.
~ '" ...

~-'" '" '"d
f"';

""
f.,----- ~"~., '" ;~ ~t- "'''0" ~$~'" '"

z! '" d ';;d 'E.s:: ~C:SE zj.:: .. ~""'" ~ '" ... " '" t-g~ '"" c ... be," '" " ce ~
.. .. frl e~ be O<d-

~0 .... ~ <i <i e:;; <: 0
-- -- -- ----

13 ........ ........ 13 14 ..... II 1 ......
Gracie'8 bri~ade, 8'~ 910 -910 1,265 2,362 = 2.4W ==
GOth Alabama lkg-inlPnt :!:~ 319 318 :171 .1;1. 749 .
2.ith ViJ'gillia. Battalion... 32 6JR 611 'r.l2 ~.... .. SAl .

:Jd Maryland Infantry, .. ZI:!li6 ~ 361 4C>6.. . . . 467 4 51
Battalioll of Cadets....... 11; 200 200 2:l5 265...... 264 ..

Total .
-------------------

178 2,ll3.Q 2.3:31 2,9-14 4••26 ...... 4,(,j 4 51

1st Maryland Ca"alrya.. 19 2/'9 2/'9 - 320 5!l'~ ~... 591 4- 'i7
Holcomhe (South Carolina) Le~i01I1/ 14 m:3 ml 288 400...... 3!l7 1 8
4.:Jd VirKinia Battalion of Cavalr~·(f. 17 ~ :lW 200 (;5... ... 651 " 1

TotalO ~ .O'~ I~~I_~G49 _"._.: I.M!) I=~'~

Artillery nefense8 l:ll 2,259 2.524 :i:'iliiq- 3, 307~ -.-.. -..-..~I-..-.-..
lat Maryland Artill{'r~·a........ ;j . .4 .4 Hli 12:1 4........ 1 9
2d Maryland Artille,·ya... ... .. .. .. 41 .1 71 tr. !lG 4 104
4th Maryland Artillerya........... 1 50 50 59 II 2.... 5

---------------
Total la:! I -'::'4M --':.710 3.125 ~fiOO-'_ 48 __10.1 . 11

Grand totaL... . .. 3.3 I~)' 4!)~ I 1;. ,IG G;'ii!ii) -0, ii8ili-.lli -(j:5:l!' I:l "'"IIi!

a Copied trom last return; no report in.
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Organization of troops in the Department of Ricnnwna, commanded
by Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., May 31, 1~64.

Gracie's Brigade. Maryland Line.

Col. BRADLEY T. JOHNSON.

2d Maryland Infantry, Capt. James P.
Crane.

1st Maryland Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Ridgely
. Brown.

1st Maryland Artillery, Capt. William F.
Dement. .

2d Maryland Artillery, Capt. William
H. Griffin.

4th Maryland Artillery, ----.

Not Urigaded.

2,')th Vir~inia Battalion, Lieut. Col. Wyatt M. Elliott.
Battalion of Cadets, Lieut. Col. Scott Shipp.
Holcombe (South Carolina) Legion, Col. W. Pinkney Shingler.
42d Virginia Battalion Cavalry, Lieut. Col. William T. Robins.

CHAFFlN'S BLUFF.

----.

Brig. ~n. ARCHIBALD GRACIE, Jr.

41st Alabama, Col. Martin L. Stansel.
43<1 Alabama, Capt. William W. Har-

der.
59th Alabama, ----.
60th Alabama, ----.
23d Battalion Alabama Sharpshooters,

Heavy ArtiUerl',

Lieut. Col. J. M. MAURY.

Light Artillery (Stark's Battalion).

Maj. ALEXANDER W. STARK.

Mathews (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. A. D. Armistead.
McComas (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. David A. French.

ARTILLERY DEFENSES.

Lieut. Col. JOHN C. PEMBERTON.

First Ditwon (inner line). Second Divilfion (inner line).

Lieut. Col. JOHN W. ATKINSON. Lieut. Col. JAJIES HOWARD.

10th Virginia Battalion Heavy Artillery,
Maj. James O. Hensley.

19th Virginia Battalion Heavy Artillery.
Maj. N. R. Cary.

18th Virjl,"inia Battalion Heavy Artillerv,
Maj. Mark B. Hardin. •

20th Virgi!1ia Battalion Heavy Artille-ry.
MaJ. James E. Robertson.

Ligllt ArtiUerJl.

Lieut. Col. C. E. LIGHTJ'OOT.

Caroline (Virginia) Artillery. Capt. Thomas R. Thornton.
Second Nelson (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. J. Henry Rives.
Surry (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. James D. Hankins.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 1, 1864.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Richmond, Ya.:

There has been skirmishing along the lines to-day. General An
derson and General Hoke a.ttacked the enemy in their front th is
forenoon and drove them to their intrenchments. This afternoon
the enemy attacked General Heth and were handsomely repul~br Cooke's and Kirkland'll brigades. Geul;lmw Breckinridge and.

..... " .
-eiM
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R. S. EWELL,
Lieutenant-General.

J. STODDARD JOHNSTON.
Assistcmt Adjutant-General.

P. S.-Everything has been quiet in our front since 5 p. m. yes
terday. Slight skirmish fire this a. m., but no artillery.

J. S. J.

J. C. BRECKINRIDGE,
Major- General.

Mahone drove the enemy from their front, taking about 150 pIison
erB. A force of infantry is reported to have arIived at Tunstall's
Station from the White House and to be extending up the York
River Railroad. They state that they belong to Butler's forces.

. Very respectfully, ,
R. E. LEE.

General.

JUNE 1, 1864.
Lieut. Col. W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Adjutant-General. Army of Northern Virginia:
COLONEL: The opinion of my medical attendant, Dr. McGuire,

and that of myself, 18 that I am as able for duty. to-day as at any
time since the camJ.laign commenced. I am unWIlling to be idle in
this crisis, and, with the permission of the commauding general, I
would prefer to remain with this army until circumstances may
admit of my being replaced in command of my corps.

I am, colonel, respectfully, &c.,

HEADQUARTERS BRECKINRIDGE'S DIVISION,
June 1, 1864-10.15 a. m.

Col. W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Aqjutant-Geneml.

COLONEL: General Lee's note to General Breckinridge, dated 8.30
a. m., has been just received. General Breckinridge is along the
lines, but I have sent the disp'atch to him by his aide-de-camp, and
the movement to the right WIll begin as soon as possible. General
Hill read the note on the way, which will facilitate the change.

Respectfully,

[F11'11t Indorsement.]

Generai BRECKINRIJ>GE :
GENERAL: Since General Lee's note of this morning, General

~ Hill has sent Heth's division to the vicinity of HundleY,'s Corner.
He may not, thorefore, be able to relieve you, and untIl relieved,
of course, you will not move.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Second 1nd0l'llll1Il8llt.]

12.45 P. H.
Major JOHNSTON,

Assistant Aqjutant-General:
From above. I may not move. The wagons with rations and

cooking utensils must come up at once. We may cook here; if not,
the wagons can follow us.
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[COLD HARBOR, June 1, 1864.]

GEORGE S. PATTON,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Please preserve the inclosed note· for my use.

[General BRECKINRIDGE:]
GENERAL: Hearing from the left that General Finegan was ready

to move his skirmishers I charged with mine to the rifle-pits in
my front, connecting with General Wharton's left, capturing 12 or
15 prisoners. My skirmishers were there subjected to a heavy :fire
from the left flank and were driven in. After mine had. come in I
received a note· from General Finegan, which is inclosed. My skir
mishers cannot [sic l unless the enemy are dispossessed in General
Finegan's front. Shall I repeat the experiment without General
Finegan's co-operation ?

SPECIAL ORDERS, t ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 127. f Richmond, June 1, 1864.. ... ... ... ... ... .

V. Lieutenant-Colonel Eshleman, with his battalion of light artil
lery, will immediately proceed to headquarters Department of
Richmond and report to Maj. Gen. R. Ransom, jr., commanding,
&c., for assignment to duty.

... . ... ... ... ... ...
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

NEAR CHESTER, VA., June 1, 1864-7 p. m.
General ROBERT E. LEE,

Shady Grove Church, Va.:
Prisoners and deserters report Gillmore with two divisions, about

8,000 men, still in my front. One of his divisions, with Smith's corps,
say, 16,000 men in all, have gone to White House, probably to form
junction with Grant. I have left here only one division, which can
be moved to north side of James River as soon as balance of Gill
more's corps shall have been withdrawn, or Government shall have
determined to abandon line of communication from Petersburg to
Richmond. .

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

R. E. LEE,
General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June I, 1864-12.45 p. m.

General G. T. BEAUREGARD:
It would be disadvantageous to abandon the line between Rich

mond and Petersburg, but as two-thirds of Butler's force has joined
Grant can you not leave sufficient guard to move with the balance
of your command to north side of James River and take command
of right wing of army?

*Not found.

'. ..a
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SHADY GROVE CHURCH, June 1,1864-4 p. m.
General G. T. BEAUREGARD,

. Hancock's House:
General Grant appears to be gradually aPl?roaching the York

River Railroad. Whether with a view of touchmg the James River
or not I cannot ascertain. I am ignorant of the movements of the
enemy in your front, or whether it wDuld be in your power to take
position north of James River.

a E. LEE,
General.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
June 1, 1864.

SPECIAL ORDERS, L
No. 17. f
* .* * * * * *

II. Col. William Butler is hereby relieved from command of the
First Military District and is assigned to the command of the defenses
of Petersburg and garrison, includin~ sub-district between Appo
mattox and Swift Creek. The attention of Colonel Butler is par
ticularly called to the defense of the line between Appomatox and
Swift Creek.

III. The commanding general, feeling the importance of the
proper defense of the First Military District, and the want of an
officer of rank and experience to conduct military operations therein,
Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise is hereby detached from his bri~ade and
will immediately assume command of the forces in the distrIct before
mentioned. .

* * • • • • •
V. General Johnson will make necessary Mrangements to occupy

the line from the river battery by Mrs. Clay's house, thence to inter
section of turnJ?ike road-that is, the first line occupied by Hoke's
and Hill's diviSIOns-with pickets thrown out well in advance.

* • • • • • •
VIII. The limits of the First Military District are hereby extended

so as to include all that portion of the department between the James
and Roanoke Rivers, excluding the deferises immediately around
Richmond on the south side of the James River.

* • * * • • *
By command of General Beauregard:

JNO. M. OTEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

.CHAFFIN'S BLUFF, June 1,1864-9 p. m.
General G. T. BEAUREGARD:

Pickets report that early this morning heavy clouds of dust arose
in rear of Butler's force moving down to Bermuda Hundred, the
same occurring at 3 o'clock and continuing until 5 p. m. A boat
towing two barges passed up loaded with men.

A. GRACIE, JR.,
Brigadier-General.

55 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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NEAR CHESTER, VA., June 1, 1864-7.30 p. m.
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL,

Commanding at Petersburg, Va.
(Care Colonel Butler) :

I reconnoitered Cobb's to-day; saw·officer and troops there. Will
order Johnson to capture some prisoners to-night, or make a forced
reconnaissance to-morrow morning at daylight. Have authorized
General Dearing to make expedition against enemy's transports.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HEADQUARTERS JOHNSONS DIVISION,
June 1, 1864.

Major-General HILL:
GENERAL: All quiet in our front. The enemy burned two houses

in front of the center of Brigadier-General Ransom's brigade late
last evening. The woods caught fire from the houses, which came
near to our picket-lines.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. O. WATTS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

The work is still goin~ on under the direction of Major Bryan and
Lieutenant P08tell,Engmeer Corps.

G. O. WATTS,
Major, &c.

GOLDSBOROUGH, June 1, 1864.
(Received 9.40 p. ro.)

General B. BRAGG:
The following just received from Kinston:
Enemy'sC&val17, 700 BtronK, were just below Trenton to-dayat 12 o'clock. ScoutB

could not 88Certain whether they were moving on railroad to Kinston or would
take the Duplin road. C-ould not learn whether they had any infantry; two pieces

. of artillery were seen. Scouts from New Berne informed me just lx.>fore this in-
formation reached me, that an expedition was on foot to destroy the gun-boat.
Can you spare me troops? I think they are coming here. .

G. N. FOLK,
. Oolonel,Oommanding.

J. H. WINDER,
Brigadier-GeflRml.

[Indol'llelllent.]

Respectfully referred to the Adjutant and Inspector General
I know of no troops except the reserves. This 8I'plication should

have been made to General Beauregard, commandmg the depart
ment,

BRAXTON BRAGG,
General.

..
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•

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 2, 1864-R p. m.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, Richmond, Fa.:
SIR: Yesterday afternoon the enemy's cavalry were reported to be

advancing by the left of our line toward Hanover Court-House and
Ashland. General Hampton, with Rosser's brigade, proceeded to
meet t.hem. Rosser fell upon their rear, charged down the road
toward AsWand, bearing everything before him. His progress was
arrested at Ashland by the intrenchment.s of the enemy, when he
changed his direction and advanced up the Fredericksburg rail
road. General William H. F. Lee came up at this time with a part
of his division and a joint attack was made. The enemy was quickly
driven from the place and pursued toward Hanover' Court-House
until dark.

During the afternoon General Fitzhu~h Lee was forced to retire
from Old Cold Harbor, on our extreme rIght; a.nd as it was evident
that the enemy wa..'l moving in that diroction our own line was ex
tended accordmgly, General Hoke occupying the extreme right.
The enemy attacked in heavy force and succeeded in penetrating
between Hoke and Anderson, where there was an interval in our
line, causing the right of Anderson and the left of Hoke to fall back
a short distance. General Hoke subsequently recov.ered his position
and General Anderson's right assumed one a short distance in rear
of that it first occupied. This morning the enemy's movement to
our right continuing, corresponding chan~es were made in our
line, Breckinridge's command and two diVIsions of General Hill
being placed on the ri~ht. General Early, with Ewell's corps and
Heth's division, occupIed our left, and was directed to endeavor to
get upon the enemy's right flank and drive [him] down in front of
our line. General Earlv made the movement in the afternoon and
drove the enemy from hIS intrenchments, following him until dark.
While this attack was progressing General Hill l'e-enforced Breck
inridge with two brigades of Wilcox's division and dislodged the
enemy from Turkey Hill, in front of our extreme right.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

HDQRS. CAVALRY, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 2, 1864.

Brig. Gen, T. L. ROSSER, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade:
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to express

the pleasure he feels in communicating to you the following extract
from a note received last night from Lieutenant-Colonel Taylur, as
sistant adjutant-general, Army of Northern Virginia:

General Lee directs me to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 5.30, and to
expre88 his gratification at the hand!lOme conduct of Rosser's command, and his
thanks for their having!lO gallantly defeated the enemy.

Th~ major-general commanding desires me to add his thanks for
your valuable a..'lsistance, and to say that he deems the successes of
yesterday mainly due to your skill and gallantry and the services of
your command.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THEO. G. BARKER,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HANCOCK'S HOUSE, June 2, 1864-9 a. m.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

DREWRY'S BLUFF, June 2, 1864.

General B. BRAGG:
GENERAL: Enemy's advanced line of rifle-pits near Ware Bottom

Church were taken this morning with about 100 prisoners from Sev
enth Connecticut. Our loss is trifling.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 2, 1864-10 a. lli.

General ROBERT E. LEE:
No definite information can bo obtained from prisoners taken this

morning, but they represent enemy still in strong force in our front
under General Gillmore. I may not be able to spare Ransom's bri
gade immediately.

MEMORANDA.] NEAR CHESTER, VA., June 2, 1864.
First. The forced reconnaissance of to-day has shown that it is

not prudent at this juncture to send off to the north side of James
River Ransom's. brigade, which constitutes over one-third of the in
fantry force at present available here.

Second. Should, however, Ransom's brigade be ordered away
General J ohllson's remaining brigades shall take a strategic position
at the Port Walthall Junction to protect from there Drewry s Bluff,
the railroad, and Petersburg. Ferebee's cavalry and such other
companies as can be spared by General Dearing will protect the
front and flanks of that position, guarding with special care the ap
proaches from Bermuda Hundred Neck, keeping a line of pickets
as close as practicable to the enemy. Only cavalry patrols will be
required to watch the right bank of the James Riv~r from the river
battery at Howlett's to Drewry's Bluff. The iron-clad gun-boats
should guard the crossing of James River as far below Chaffin's
Bluff as practicable.

Third. Should Johnson's division be ordered to the north side of
James River, Wise's brigade shall take position at Port Walthall
Junction, as prescribed for Johnson's division. Two regiments of
cavalry would in that event be required for its support as already
ordered for Ferebee's regiment.

Fourth. The line of the enemy's works gained this morning should
be held by our skirmishers, if it can be done without too great risk
or loss; otherwise our line of rifle--pits must be advanced where prac
ticable to those occupied and abandoned by the enemy this morning.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General, Oommanding.

(For Maj. Gen. B. R. Johnson, &c., on the lines.)

General GRACIE:
General Beauregard's headquarters are at Hancock's farm. Yon

can commuuicato directly with him by telegraph, as his headquar
ters are connected by telegraph with this post.

F. MACRAE, I

A'(iuta1d 0/~~
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CAMP TWENTY-SIXTH VIRGINIA REGIMENT,
Jnne 2, 1864.

P. R. PAG~,
Oolonel26th Virginia Regt., General Officer of the Day.

General D. H. HILL:
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that during my hour of

duty, everything was quiet on the line until our pickets were ordered
this morning to advance. The instructions I r~ceived were carried
out. I visited the whole line, and have to report that the works in
front of General Elliott's brigade are much lighter than on any other
portion of the line, and more thinly manned, thuugh the position
he holds (most of it) is naturally much stronger than any other
part of the line. The cavalry picket on the road leading to Dunn's
Mill reported that the shells from some of our batteries on the line
exploded over them on Wednesday morning.

Respectfully submitted.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY QF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 3, 1864-8.45 p. m.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Richmond, Va.:

SIR: About 4.30 a. m. to-dar the enemy made an attack upon the
right of our line. In front 0 General Hoke's and part of General
Breckinridge's line he was repulsed without difficulty. He suc
ceeded in penetrating a salient on General Breckinridge's line and
captured a portion of the battalion there posted. General Fin
egan's brigade, of Mahone's division, and the Maryland Battalion, of
Breckinridge's command, immediately drove the enemy out with
severe loss. Repeated attacks were made upon General Anderson's
position, chiefly against his right, under General Kershaw. They
were met with great steadiness and repulsed in every instance. The
attack extended to our extreme left, uuder General Early, with like
results. Later in the day it was twice renewed against General
Heth, who occupies Early's left, but was repulsed with loss. Gen
eral Hampton encountered the enemy's cavalry near Haw's Shop,
and a part of General William H. F. Lee's division drove them'
from tlieir intrenchments. General Fitzhugh Lee's division occu
pies the south side of the Chickahominy as far as Long Bridge,with
pickets extending across to the James.

Our loss to-day has been small, and our success, under the bless
ing of God, all that we could expect.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

CIRCULAR.] HDQRS. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 3, 1864.

I~ is a matter of great importance when tho enemy is brin~ng
agamst us an the men he can possibly get, that all our fightmg
material in the army should be armed and equipped, and on d~ty
with their companies and regiments. Commandmg officers are m
strueted to send back to the ranks all the extra-duty men who can
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W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
June 3, 1864--10 a. m~

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

be spared through the present reduction of our tr·ansportation. and
the little need of clerical labor. Cooked provisions should be
brought to the front as far as practicable by wagons, and detach
meuts sent to the rear should always be in charge of an officer.
Men must not be sent to the rear upon any pretext whatever, except
upon business connected with the service, or when incapacitated by
wound8 or sickness.

By command of General R. E. Lee :

Major-General BRECKINRIDGE :
GENERAL: General Lee directs me to say that he has been in

formed that the breast-works along part of lour line are too high.
He desires, if such be the case, that you wil have it corrected, either
by lowering the works, or having steps made inside for the men to
stand upon. General Wharton's line was more particularly referred
to, but It was said to be the case also in General Echols' front.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES MARSHALL,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.
P. S.-The general directs me to acknowledge the receipt of your

several dispatches, and to thank you for the gallant manner in
which your command has maintained its position. .

C. M.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
Near Gaines' Mill, June 3, 1864.

Maj. Gen. J. a. BRECKINRIDGE,
Commanding, &c. :

GENERAL: General Lee directs me to say that he wishes you to see
that all necessary arrangements are made to keep your troops sup
plied with ammunition, and that the matter is not delayed until the
supply in their hands is exhausted. Also send back your inspectors,
and cause them to see that every man is. at his place in the ranks,
where his services are now so important. Let the ordnance wagons
be within reach, and let each brigade commander be informed of
the position of his own.

Very respectfully,

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, June 3, 1864-5 p. m.
General B. BRAGG:

Have no further developments of enemy's forces in my front since
my letter of this morning to you. Please inform me if Ransom's
brigade shall be sent to north side of James River. It constitutes
one-third of my force and will be only one twenty-fifth of Lee's. I
will obey with alacrity every order of the Department and will do
the best possible under existing circumstances.

. G. T. BEAUREGARD•

._.~
...;-
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lIDQRS. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Richmond, June 3, 1864-9 p. m.

General G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Chester Station:

Ransom's brigade is required for temporary service north of James
River. Please send it immediately across at Drewry's Bluff, with
orders to proceed without delay to Bottom's Bridge and report to
the senior officer there.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, June 3, 1864-9.45 p. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

Dispatch of !) p. m. ordering Ransom's brigade to Bottom;s Bridge
has just been received. It will leave immediately after being re
lieved from the lines.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, June 3, 1864-11.45 p. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

General Johnson reports that as Ransom's brigade was about to be
retired heavy skirmishing commenced in front of that brigade ex
tending into the lines of two others, and thinks it too risky to retire
it at this time. I have deferred its movement in consequence.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HEADQUARTERS,
In the Field, near Chester, Va., June 3, 1864.

General BRAXTON BRAGG,
• Oommanding, &e., Richmond, Va.:
GENERAL: That there may not be hereafter any possible misap

prehension of the part I am called upon to act in the momentous
events which are transpiring and which I cannot but watch with the
most intense interest and Holicitude, I send you herewith copies of
the telegrams· which have been exchanged between General Lee and
myself since the 1st instant at 4 p. m. You will not doubt of my
readiness and anxiety to co-operate with General Lee in any manner
that may be deemed most conducive toward the crushing of the foe
in his front. I shall be found ready and willing at all times to obey
any orders the War Department may judge fit and proper to give on
the subject... but I cannot, under existin~ circumstances, advise the
withdrawal of more troops from this vicmity.

Already 13,000 out of 20,000 infantry have been sent to the north
side of the James River since the battle of Drewry's Bluff, and with
the forces remaining, unless taken temporarily for an immediate en
counter with the enemy, it might become impossible to prevent the
latter from destroying the communications between Richmond and
Petersburg, nay, from capturing Petersburg, which could not be re
taken without great sacrifice of life. If Ransom's brigade, number
ing over one-third of the present available force in Johnson's divis-

*Not founu 88 inClosures to this communication; but see pp.865, 868.
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ion, were withdrawn from here, it would become necessary to
abandon our lines in front of Bermuda Hundred Neck. to assume a
strategic position at Port Walthall Junction, thence to protect
Drewry's Bluff the railroad, and Petersburg.

The iron-cl~ gun-boats should guard the crossing of James River
as far below Chaffin's Bluff as practicable. If Johnson's division
were ordered to the north side of James Rivel' it would then be neces
sary to occupy the Junction with a.t least one brigade of infantry,
assIsted by such cavalry-at least two regiments-as might be spared
from General Dearing's brigade, or other cavalry in the field, to
watch closely in front. of the enemy's lines across Bermuda Hundred
Neck and give timely notice of any offensive movement from that.
quarter.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. G. T. BEAUREGARD.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 129. f Richmond, June 3, 1864.

* * * * * * *
II. At his own request Lieut. Col. T. G. Williams, commissary of

subsistence, ilil relieved from duty in the office of the Commissary
Genera.l, and is temporarily nssigned to duty with Brig. Gen. J. L.
Kemper, commanding reserve forces of Virginia.

* * * * • * •
XVI. Brig. Gen. John H. Winder is assigned to the command

of the post at Andersonville, Ga., to which he will proceed. with the
least practicable delay.

* * * • '" '" •
By command of Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

***
JNO. M. OTEY,

Assistant Aqjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
No. 18. f June 3, 1864-

* * * * * * *
II. Ransom's brigade will ~roceedwith the least delay practicable,

crossing the river at Drewry s Bluff, to Bottom's Bridge and report
to the officer commanding at that point. The brigade will move
immediately.

* * * *
By command of General Beauregard:

CHAFFIN'S BLUFF, June 3, 1864.
General G. T. BEAUREGARD:

Some five or six transports were seen lying off Bermuda Hundred
last night. Weatherso hazy enemy's movements on south side could
not be discerned.

A. GRACIE, JR.,
Brigadier-General.

~ __ •..=......!..i.i
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G. H. TERRETT, .
Major, Commanding.

DREWRY'S BLUFF, June 3, 1864.
Maj. JOHN M.OTEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General :
Have just received the following report: "Three monitors, two

gun-boats, and three transports lying below Howlett's."
Respectfully,

SPECIAL ORDERS, l ADJT: AND INSP. GENERAL'S. OFFICE,
No. 130. f Richmond, June 4, 1864.
• • •• • • • •

VII. Capt. Holmes Conrad, assistant commissary of subsistence,
will report without delay to General R. E. Lee, commanding Army
of Northern Virginia, for assignment to duty with Brig. Gen. M. C.
Butler's brigade.

VIII. Capt. John Scott, C. S. Army, will report to Brig. Gen. J.
L. Kemper, commanding reserve forces of Virginia., for temporary
assignment.· . . . ~ . .

XII. Para~aph I, Special Orders No. 123, current series, conven
ing court of mquiry in the ca.se of Brig. Gen. S. M. Barton, Provis
ional Army, C. S., is hereby revoked.

• • • • • • •
XIV. C~pt. R. H. Catlett, assistant adjutant-general, Provisional

Army, C. S., will report to Brig. Gen. J. L. Kemper, commanding
reserve forces of Virginia, for assignment.

• • • • • • •
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS,l HDQRS. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGUnA,
No. 138. f June 4, 1864.

• • • • • • •
II. Maj. Gen. J. B. Kershaw is assigned to the command of Me

Laws' old division, First Army Corps.
Ill. Bri~. Gen. Bryan Grimes is assigned to the command of Dan

iel's old hngade, Rodes' division, Second Army Corps.
IV. Brig. Gen. james Conner is assif,l'fied to the temporary com

mand of McGowan's brigade, Wilcox's division, Third Army Corps.
V. Brig. Gen. Rufus Barringer is assigned to the command of

Gordon's cavalry brigade, W. H. F. Lee's division.
• • • • • • •

VII. The following-named officers having been appointed to the
temporary rank of the position indicated are assigned to dut! as set
forth opposite their respective names: Lieut. Gen. R. H. Anderson,
to the temporary command of Longstreet's corps; Lieut. Gen. J. A.
~rly, to the temporary command of Ewell's corps i Maj. OeJ.l. ~ill- -I
18lD Mahone, to the temporary command of Anaerson's diVISIOn,
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Hill's' corps; Maj. Gen. S. D. Ramseur, to the temporary command
of Early's division, Ewell's corps; Brig. Gen. William R. Cox, to the
temporary command of Ramseur's brigade, Rodes'division, Ewell's
corps; Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Toon, to the temporary command of
Johnston's brigade,' Rodes' division, Ewell's corps; Brig. Gen. Will
iam G. Lewis, to the temporary command of Pegram's brigade,
Early'S division, Ewell's corps; Brig. Gen. Zebulon York, to the
temporary command of Hays' and Stafford's brigades, in the division
of Ewell's corps now commanded by Major-General Gordon.

By command of General R. E. Lee:
W. H. TAYLOR,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 4, 1864--8.30 p. m.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Richmond, Va. :

SIR: Last night, after the date of my dispatch, Generals Breckin
ridge and Finegan were attacked by the enemy as they were prepar
ing to re-establish their skirmish line. The enemy was soon re
pulsed. Immediately afterward an attack was made uJ?On General
Hoke's front, with a like result. Up to the time of writmg nothing
has occurred alon~ the lines to-day except skirmishing at various
points. The positwn of the army is substantially unchanged.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, June 4, 1864-1.40 a. m.
General B. BRAGG:

I have ordered Ransom's brigade to move at daylight if no hostile
demonstration is made during the night.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HANCOCK'S HOUSE, June 4, 1864-7.30 a. m.
General SAMUEL COOPER,

Assistant Adjutant-General:
All quiet this morning. Ransom's brigade left here at 6 a. m. I

shall transfer to-day my headquarters temporarily to point on turn
pike between Swift Crook and Appomattox, near Petersburg.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

DUNN'S HILL, June 4, 1864-4.30 p. m.
(Received 5th.)

General BRAXTON BRAGG:
I have replaced Ransom's brigade by one regiment Dearing's cav

alry. I will endeavor still to hold our lines at Bermuda Hundred
Neck.

G, T. BEAUREGARD.
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. FLAG-SHIP VIRGINIA,
Ohaffin's Bluff, .Tune 4, 1864-10 p. m.

General G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Hancock's House:

I propose, if the Secretary of the Navy shall consent, to place heavy
navy guns in your unoccupied works at Howlett's, and to n;t.an them
entirely from the navy. Will you be able to protect them from the
land forces of the enemy? Please reply as soon as ~ssible.

JOHN K. MITCHELL,
Oommanding James Ri'ver Squadron.

DREWRY'S BLUFF, June 4, 1864.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

Lieutenant Barry is with Captain Kevill's company, detached
from this post by order of the commanding general. Colonel Waddy
will probably know their whereabouts. The best artillerymen are
in Captain Kevill'8 company. . •

G. H. TERRETT,
Major,Oommanding.

Maj. JOHN M. OTEY :
The following is General Bragg's dispatch:
Send uJl immediately by steamer Captain [Lieutenant] Barry, who commanded

tlw iron-clad gun on York River RailrOad in 1862, with detachment of skilled artil·
lerymen to serve piece.

[JUNE 4, 1864.]
General G. T. BEAUREGARD:

Two large bodies of dust were observed yesterday morning down
toward Bermuda Hundred. By some mistake in the office this was
not sent to you last night. Nothing to·day so far.
. A. GRACIE, JR.,

Brigadier-General.

DREWRY'S BLUFF, June 4, 1864.
Maj. JOHN M. OTEY :

Have just received the following report:
Three monitors, one large and two medium-sized transports, and three tugs are

lying togt'ther just below Howlett's. A mile lower down the masts of two gun
boats call be seen above the trees.

G. H. TERRETT,
Major, Oommanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 5, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Richmond, Va.:

SIR: Nothing has occurred on the lines to.day except slight skir
mishing. There is no apparent change in the position of the enemy.
No movement on his part has been discovered.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

[( 11. C byGoogle
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HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA.,
June 5, 1864.

General S. COOPER, .
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.:

GENERAL: General Winder having been relieved from command
of the Second Military District of this department, I have the
honor to request that a competent officer of proper rank be ordered
to report to me, to be placed in command of that important district,
which embraces W eldon, Goldsborough~ Kinston, Plymouth, Wash
ingt<m, and other important }X>ints in tne State of North Carolina.
I would resPectfully suggest that this be done with as little delay as
possible, as serious difficulties might result from the absence of such
an officer in the above-named district. .

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

[lndol'geIllent.)
JUNE 9, 1864.

General Lawrence S. Bakel' has this day been ordered to replace
General Winder at Goldsborough.

S. C.
[Memorandum.)

Bri~. Gen. Lawrence S. Baker, assigned to command in. North
Carolma, headquarters Goldsborough, will report to General G. T.
Beauregard for assignment to duty in the Second District, Depart
ment of North Carolina aud Southern Virginia, with headquarters
at Goldsborough.

DUNN'S' HILL,
Near Petersburg, June 5, 1864-9 a. m.

Flag-Officer J. K. MITCHELL:
River battery at Howlett's was not armed, because I was not cer

tain of being able to protect it. The same doubt still exists.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

G: H. TERRETT,
:!Jfajor, Commanding.

DREWRY'S BLUFF, June 5, 1864.
Maj. JOHN M.OTEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General:
Foul' monitors, three transports, and three tugs lying together a

little below Howlett's. Six schooner-rigged vessels and one large
bark lying at various distances, from h~lf a mlle to It miles, lower
down.

Respectfully,

HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA.,
Near Petersburg, June 5, 1864.

General D. H. HILL:
DEAR GENERAL: Yours of this date'" received. The mode you

propose for harassing the enemy might have a contrary effect. In-
*Not found.

[ (IlL C byGoogle
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D. B. HARRIS.

stead of driving him away from his present position, it might excite
his ire and induce an attack for which, you know, we are illy pre
pared. Under these circumstances the commandin~ general deems
It imprudent to put any of our heavy guns in positIOn at this time.
I am obliged for your suggestion in regard to shelter for our negro
laborers; will look into the matter. No news from General Lee
since yesterday morning. General Lee's situation is believed to be
the same as of yesterday. General Beauregard will probably move
his headquarters to Dunlop's house or in that vicinity to-day.

Yours, truly,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 6, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Richmond, Va.:

SrR: There has been very little skirmishing on the lines to-day.
It was discovered early this morning that the enemy had withdrawn
from the front of General Early, on our left, and from most of the
front of General Anderson, in the center. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

CmCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
June 6, 1864.

It is probable that the enemy is engaged in a movement from our
front which we must follow with the utmost promptitude. As soon
as you shall discover indications of his withdrawal from your front,
the lieutenant-general commanding desires'ou to make your IJrep
arations to move at once and hold yoursel in readiness for orders.
W l:l fear that he moved last night, and we have already lost much
time in detecting it.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. M. SORREL,

Lieutenant-Ool<mel and Assistant Adjutant-General.
(To division commanders.)

Slight

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 7, 1864-7 p. m.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Richmond, Va.:

SIR: The operations of to-day have been unimportant.
skirmishing has taken place along the lines.

Very respectfully; your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

Ge'neral.

CIRCULAR.J HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
June 7, 1864.

Please let me have a report from vour front as to the position of
the enemy. General Lee is exceedingly anxious to be advised of
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any movement the enemy may undertake, and General Anderson
desires that you will senu and keep out reconnoitering parties to
watch them closely. -

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. M. SORREL,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.
(To division commanders.)

DUNLOP'S, June 7, 1864-9.30 a. m.
General SAMUEL COOPER,

Adjufant and Inspector General:
All quiet on advanced lines. Scouts report that on Saturday a

long pontoou bridge, on which WM pitched sixty tents, was towed
past mouth Powell's Creek up James River. I have transferred my
headquarters to this point. My post-office will still be at Petersburg.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA.,
Dunlop's House, on Swift Creek, June 7, 1864-

General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspecror General, Richmond, Va.:

Deserters from the Federal Army are continually arriving within
our lines, and from their statements many are no doubt honest in
their action and intentions, while others are probably impostors and
commit the act for the purpose of gaining mformation, or to per
form any other crime that may prove injurious to our cause. As I
do not feel at liberty to use my discretion in disposing of them, I
have the honor to re9uest of the Department instructions as to the
desired and proper dIsposition to be made of this class of prisoners.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. T. BEAUREGARD,

General.
[FIrst IndOnlelDent.}

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,
June 13,186

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.
. H. L. CLAY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
[second IndOl'llement.}

JUNE 24, 1864.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL:

Reserved for consideration. If another prison be established, all
the deserters might be confined to that and kept for awhile sepa
rately, and then either dismissed or exchanged.

J. A. SEDDON.

DUNLOP'S FARM, June 7, 1864-3.30 p. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

Should Grant have left Lee's front, he doubtless intends o~r
ations against Richmond along J ames River, probably on south SIde.

-_.~
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Petersburg being nearly defenseless would be captured before "it
could be re-enforced. Ransom's brigade and Hoke's division should
then be returned at once.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

SPECIAL ORDERS, I HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
No. 20. f June 7, 1864.
* * * * * * *

VII. 'Bri~a«Her-GeneralGracie, with his brigade, after crossing to
the south slde of James River, will report to Major-General John
son, commanding, Clay's house.

By command of General Beauregard: .
JNO. M. OTEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, I ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 132. f Richmond, June 7, 1864.

* * * * * * •
XX. Second Lieut. W. N. Bolling, Engineer Corps, Provisional

Army, C. S., will report to General G. T. Beauregard, commanding
Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia, for .assign
ment to duty with his chief engineer.

* * * * * * *
XXVII. Maj. Francis Rawle, quartermaster, will relieve Maj.

Clement Young, quartermaster of the Louisiana briga«le, formed by
the consolidation of Hays' and Stafford's brigades. Major YoWlg,
on being relieved, will report to Brig. Gen. J. L. Kemper, command
ing reserve forces of Virginia, for assignment to duty.

XXVIII. The 200-pounder Parrott gun captured at Plymouth,
N. C., will be turned over to the Secretary of the Navy.

* * • * * * *
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTEP.8 ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRCHNIA,
June 8, 1864-8 p. m.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Richmond, Va.:

SIR: The enemy has been unusually quiet to-day along the whole
extent of his lines, and nothing of importancEl has occurred. Two
divisions of his cavalry, under General Sheridan, are reported to
have crossed the Pamunkey yesterday at New Castle Ferry, and to
have encamped last nigbt at Dunkirk and Aylett's, on the Matta
pony-. They were accompanied by artillery, ambulances, wagons,
and beef-cattle.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General•

.ill



Maj. Gen. J. B. KERSHAW,
Commanding Division:

An attack by Major-General Pickett upon the enemy in his front
is arranged under certain contingencies for to-morrow mornin~. be
fore day. If these contingencies should be filled the attack wIll be
made and Pickett" closely supported by General Field. If the en
emy's withdrawal should be discovered to-night General Pickett will
attack at once, without awaiting further orders. The lieutenant
general commanding desires that you will have your command in
such a condition of readiness as to follow General Field rapidly after
the enemy's line shall have been broken. General Field will follow
Pickett, and the latter's attack will be made probably by a brigade
front.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. M. SORREL,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 1864-8 p. In.
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
June 8, 186-l-8 p. m.

Brig. Gen. JOHN GREGG,
Commanding Field's Division:

An attack in force by Major-General Pickett upon the enemy in
his front is proposed for to-morrow morning, dependant, however,
upon information which may be received to-night. If the nature of
this information should lead to it, the attack will be made about
half past 2 o'clock to-morrow morning or, say, an hour before day.
General Pickett has also orders, if he discovers the withdrawal of
the enemy during the night, to push on at once and drive after the
enemy. In either of these contmgellcies the lieutenant-general com
manding directs that you follow General Pickett and support him
with your whole strength and vigor.

As a preliminary to the attack which may be made, he desires
that Colonel Bratton's skirmishers should be advanced at the same
time with General Pick~tt's. Have every preparation made to-night
for action to-morrow, and a sudden and disastrous blow to the
enemy. It will be necessary for you to see General Pickett to-night
for the arrangement of the necessary details of operations.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. M. SORREL,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General..

HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY CORPS,
June 8, 1864.

His Excellency President DAVIS:
My DEAR SIR: Permit me to avail myself of personal privilege

in submitting to you directly the annexed abstract of a plan for the
better organization of onr artillery. I so trouble you because of the
very brief term of Congress remaining, and because the case has
some points of real urgency. This plan is the result of conference "
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between General Long, chief of artillery Second Corps of this army,
General Alexander, chief of artillery First Corps, and Colonel
Walker, chief of artillery Thirrl Corps. It was drawn up by Gen
eral Long. It was forwarded to me about 3d May and by me for
warded, with remarks and approval, to General Lee on the same
day. Whether the general has found time to notice and transmit it
I do not know, but fear not, as he has been all the while since so
pressed hy weightier cares. If Congress cannot now attend to this
whole matter, there are two points at least which it seems to me
ought at once to be arranged. First, the introduction of a juster
rule than number of guns to authorize needed field officers, and pro
motions. Cannot each battalion in the field 00 safely allowed two
field officers, of such rank as the commandinl$ general may approve ?
Second, the removal of the offensive restrictIOn upon grade of chief
artillery commanders. Why may not this have a commander above
brigadier, as well as the others? Apart from personal coftsidera
tions I deem this important, and personally I feel the injury of the
imputation involved in the existing restrictions.

Believe me, as ever, most truly, your friend,
W. N. PENDLETON,

Brig. Gen. and Chief of ArtiUery, Arrny of N. Virginia.

LInc1otlure.]

Abstract of a biU for the organization of field artiUery.

A battery of field artillery to consist of four guns: For such a
battery 100 to 125 effective privates, 4 sergeants, 8 co~rals, 1 ser
geant-major, 1 quartermaster-sergeant, 2 buglers, 2 artIficers, 1 gui
don, 1 captain, 2 first lieutenants, aud 1 second lieutenant. Six-gun
batteries now existing may so remain till their number of men is re
duced to the above standard. The batteries shall be organized into
battalions of three or four batteries, and whenever it can be done
without detriment to the service, batteries from the same State shall
be thrown together. To each battalion of four batteries there
should be a lieutenant-colonel and major; 1 adjutant, with the rank
of first lieutenant; assistant quartermaster, WIth the rank of cap
tain: a chaplain, surgeon, and assistant surgeon. Battalions of three
batteries may have officers of each grade, or fewer and of less rank,
as commanding generals may recommend. Two or three battalions
mar. constitute a regimental group, to be commanded by a colonel,
entItled to 1 adjutant, with the rank of captain, and 1 aide, with the
rank of first lieutenant. Two regimental groups to form a brigade,
to be commanded by a brigadier-general. Staff of a brignde to be
1 adjutant-general, rank of captain; 1 ordnance officer, rank of cap
tain; 1 inspector-general, rank of captain; 1 aide-de-camp, rank of
first lieutenant; 1 quartermaster, rank of major; 1 commissary,
rank of major, and 1 chief surgeon. The artillery of an a.rmy, pro
vided it consists of two or more brigades, to constitute a corps of
artillery, to be commanded by a general of superior rank to a brie;a
dier-general, with a staff as designated by law for general of lIke
grade. All appointments above the rank of captain to be made by
selection.

[First Indorsement.]

General Bragg for remarks.
56 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III

J. D.
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BRAXTON BRAGG,
General.

J. D.

HDQR8. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
September 14, 1864.

Res~fullyreturned to his Excellency the President. .
I thmk the plan of giving officers according to number of guns,

the gun being the unit in artillery, the best devised. But I do not
think the proportion allowed judICious. Nor do I see any justice in
restricting the artillery to the grade of brigadier. The artillery of
an army of three corps like General Lee's is equivalent in impor
tance to either corps of infantry.

[Thtrd 1ndonJement.]

SEPTEMBER 14, 1864.
Referred to General Lee for remarks, &c.

J. D.
[FourthmdoraemenL]

HEADQUARTERS,
September 19, 1864-

The number of guns should, in my o:einion, be the basis of the
number and grade of the officers of artIllery, every battalion of at
least four batteries each should have two field officers to insure care
and attention, off and on the field. An army of at least three corps
should be entitled to a major-general as chief of artillery, and a
brigadier as chief of artillery for each corpl't. The command of the
artillery of each of the corps in this army is more difficult and re
sponsible than a brigade of infantry.

Respectfully returned to his Excellency the President.
R E. LEE,

General.
[FIfth Indorsement.]

Secretary of War for conference with Committee of :Military
Affairs as to legislation recommended in my annual message and in
the report of Secretary of War.

SPECIAL ORDERS, t
No. 133. f
* *

ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Richmond, June 8, 1864-

* * * * *
IX. Capt. James B. Parramore, Fourth Florida Volunteers, will

report to General R. E. Lee for assignment to duty with Brigadier
General Finegan.

X. Col. J. A. Gilmer, jr., Twenty-seventh North Carolina Regi
ment, is assigned to the command of the post and military prison at
Salisbury, N. C. He will proceed to that place with the least prac
ticable delay and relieve Capt. G. W. Alexander from duty at said
post.

XIII. The cavalry companies commanded by Capt. T. G. Bar
ham and W. B. Smith, respectively, are attached to the Forty
second Virginia Battalion of Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Robins,

* * * * * * *
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thereby constituting a regiment to be known as the Twenty-fourth
- Regiment of Virginia Cavalry. Captains Barham and Smith will

report with their companies to Lieutenant-Colonel Robins without
delay.. ~ . . . '. .

XVI. Brig. Gen. Gabriel J. Rains is assigned to the superintend
ency of all duties of torpedoes. All officers and agents employed
on those duties will report to and receive their instructions from
him; and all applications for service in this department will be
made to him through the proper channels of correspondence.

XVII. The First ~~lorida Battalion, Lientenant-Colonel Hopkins,
six companies, and the companies of Captains Mays, Stewart, Clarke,
and Powers, of the Second Florida Battalion-BreYard's-will con
stitute the Tenth Regiment Florida Volunteers.

XVIII. The Fourth Florida Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Mc
Clellan, seven companies, the companies of Captains Robinson and
Ochus, of the Second Florida Battalion, and Captain Cullens' un
attached company Florida Volunteers, will constItute the Eleventh
Regiment Florida Volunteers. .

By commami of the Secretary of War :
JNO. WITHERS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 9, 1864-9.30 p. m.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Richmond, Va..:

SIR: The enemy has been quiet to-day-apparently en~aged in
strengthening his intrenchments. Skirmishmg on the hnes has
been very light.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, I HDQRS. DEPT. OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
No. 141. f June fl, 1864.

I. Brig. Gen. B. D. Fry is temporarily assigned to the command
of H. H. Walker's brigade, Heth's division, Hill's corps, and will
report accordingly. .

• • * • • • •
By command of General R. E. Lee :

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-Gene1·al.

HDQRB. ARTILLERY, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 9, 1864.

Brig. Gen. W. N. PENDLETON,
Commanding Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I :resterday m~de an
informal inspection of the two batteries of the Stuart Horse ArtIllery,
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DUNT,OP'S, June 9. 1864-9.30 a. m.

G. T, BEAUREGARD.

Thomson's and Hart's, camped abovo Meadow Bridge and serving
with Major-General Hampton. The general condition of the bat
teries is very good; Thomson's especially. Great care has been
taken of his horses by this active and efficient officer, and they are
in excellent order. Hart's are not so good. but are fit for active
service. The horses of both batteries are reb"Ularly supplied with
corn, and grazed, and well g\·oomed. They are now commanded in
person by Major Chew, and are camped on the south side of the
Chickahomilly, near the Brook turnpike, about [) or 6 miles from
Richmond.

Tho losses in these batteries since my last report have been incon
siderable, and the compauies are full. Thomson has 98 men for
duty, and Hart about 112. The ordnance wagons are well suI?plied
with ammunition, except Blakely. The limber chests and CaIssons
are full, and the ammunition properly packed. The deficiencies in
horses have been supplied by 100 horses recently supplied to the bat
talion, but some of these are indifferent. About 12 mules are much
needed for the ordnance wagons. The batteries serving with Maj.
Gen. Fitz. Lee will he inspected to-morrow or next day.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
- JNO. ESTEN COOKE,

Oaptain and AISI·Ii.'$tant 111speeto-r-General.

General B. BR:AGG:
General, Wise reports force of enemy, infantry, artillery, and

cavalry, to have driven in at 8.30 a. m. his picket at Beasley's. on
south side of Appomattox. Our artillery has opened. This move
ment must be a reconnaissance connected with Grant's future oper
ations. The return soon as jll'acticable of my troops sent tQ General
Lee is again urged on War Department.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

DUNLOP'S HOUSE, June 9, 1864-10.15 a. m.
General B. BRAGG:

General Wise reports force of enemy now in front of city works,
one infantry and one ca.valry regiment. He has opened on them with
shells, but has elicited yet no reply.

DUNLOP'S HOUSE, June 0, 1864.-1 .45 a. m
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

Genoral Wise urgently calls for r0-el1 [<II'cement. to me t U D1.
advancing in force on Petersburg by City Point, Prince r. and
Baxter roads. Have sent him all I ('all spare from th lill", '\ ith
out the troops sent to General Leo I will have to 01 t b w n
abandoning lines on Bermuda Neck and tho e of P 1 UI'
Please give me the views of the Government on th 11hj ct.

G. T. BEA. RE D.

- -- -- ---~--~-------'
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G. T. BEAUREGARD.

DUNLOP'S HOUSE, June 9, 1864:-6 p. m.

DUNLOP'S HOUSE, June 9, 1864-12 m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

Enemy has erected an observatory at Cobb's which overlooks sur
rounding country. The 12-pounder Whitworth at arsenal is abso
lutely required to destroy it. Please send it by express forthwith,
with ammunition complete.

DUNLOP'S HOUSE, June 9,1864-1 p. ~.

General BRAXTON BRAGG :
General Wise reports enemy have taken works on Jerusalem

plank road and are advancing mto town. I cannot re-enforce line
without abandoning lines on Bermuda Hundred Neck and probably
be cut off from Drewry's Bluff and Richmond. Please order at
once wishes and intentions of War Department.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Gene-raI.

DGNLOP'H HOUSE, JlIne 9, 1864-2.30 p. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

General Dearing telegraphs from Petl'rshurg' if city is to he sayed
send re-enforcements immediately. Em'llly has takpll intrench
ments, anll is advancing in force. I haye none to send him with
out abandoning Bermuda Hundred lines.

_ G. T. BEAUREGARD.

DUNLOP'S HOUSE, June 9, 1864-3 p. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

Enemy is now in possession of part of cl(1fensive work8 around
Petersburg. Delay m sending re-enforcements will be fatal to that
city, and to Richmollll for its supplies.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

General B. BRAGG:
Enemy has been driven from Petersburg. We have the works

again. He may. howpv£'r, renew attack to morrow. Yankee cav
alry reporte(l ~o have gone down railroaU on It raid.. Necessity for'
troops here stIll urgent.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

DUNLOP'S HOUSE, June 9, 1864-11.15 p. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

The force which attacked Petl'rRbnrg is Haill to hav£' como from
Bermuda Hundred. It has retired from viciJlity of city, but not
known positively whom gone to. The result of this reconnaissance
will doubtless iJlvite soon another attack. Gracie's brigade should
be sent, as first ordered.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

·',L

"
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HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA.,
Swifl Creek, Va., June 9, 1864

General BRAXTON BRAGG,
Commanding C. S. Armies, Richmond, Va.:

GENERAL: The present movement.s of Grant's army have a sig
nificance which cannot have escaped your observation. He clearly
sooks to move around Lee's forces, by an advance upon his left flank,
in the direction of the James River, with a. view to operate between
that river and the Chickahominy, and in case of his meeting with
no adequate resistance to plant himself on both l3ides of the former,
throwing across it a pontoon bridge, as close to Chaffin's Bluff as
circumstances may permit, and failing in this scheme, he may con
tinue his rotary motion around Richmond, and attack by concen
·trating the whole of his army on the south side of the James River,
using the fortified position at Bermuda Hundred Neck as a base for
his operations.

In that hypothesis, our first object would seem to be to thl'OW him
off as far as practicable from his objective point-Richmond-unless
the Government were to adopt the bold, and perhaps safer, policy of
giving him hattle, and decide at once the fate of that city, whilst
we still remain WIth a comparatively compact, well-disciplined, and
enthusiastic army in the field.

To accomplish this object the river battery at Howlett's should be
completed without delay, and thoroughly armed. The river should
be obstructed by rope works and torpedoes, so distributed as to leave
passage for only one iron-clad at a time, which, in the meanwhile,
should :rrevent the crossing of the river between that battery and
Chaffin s Bluff.

My defensive line, now nearly completed, and extending from the
river battery at Howlett's to Mrs. Dunn's house, would be held by
Johnson's division.

The comparatively level and open country between these two
points might be defended by a line of redoubts from Dunn's house
to Swift Creek.

The short line west of Fort Clifton, between Swift Creek and the
Appomattox, would be a barrier against any- aI>{>l'oach from the inter
section of those two streams. The defenSIve Ime from Mrs. Dunn's
to the Appomattox could be defended by a part of Hoke's divis
ion, while the rest, taking ~osition in Petersburg, might hold it until
re-enforcemep.ts from Lee s army were obtained. Two divisions of
about 15,000 men in all would thus prevent any force of the enemy
from penetrating between Drewry's Bluff and Petersburg and compel
him to take the latter before he could venture a real advance on
Richmond.

With these views hastily thrown on paper, I send you a state
ment· of the strength and organization of the forces at the lines
around Petersburg, at Drewry's Bluff, and in front of Bermuda.
Hundred Neck, that you may judge of my resources and ability to
face the impending contingencies for which I may, from moment to
moment, have to provide.

Very respectfully, your obeJiellt servant,
G. T. BEAUREGARD,

General.
it Not found, but see abstract Crom return, June 10, p. 890.

·.1
• I

I
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DREWRY'S BLUFF, June 9, 1864-10.30 p. m.
General BEA.UREGARD :

I have just received a dispatch from General Bragg's assistant
adjutant-general, roquesting me to forward an order to General
Gracie not to move but to hold himself in readiness at a moment's
notice. I have forwarded the dispatch to General Gracie.

Respectfully,
G. H. TERRETT,

Mqjar, Commanding.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~ ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 134. ) Richmond, June 9, 1864.
* * * * * * *

IX. Lieut. Col. Archer Anderson, assistant adjutant and inspect
or general, will proceed to the State of North Carolina upon special
inspection duty. He will report to General B. Bragg {or instruc
tions.

* * * * * * *
XI. Surg. R. L. Brodie is relieved as medical director of the

Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and assigned
to duty as medical director of the Department of North Carolina
and Southern Virginia.

XII. Surg. Samuel Choppin is relieved as medical inspector of the
Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and assigned
to duty as medical inspector of the Department of North Carolina
and Southern Virginia.

* * * * * * *
XVI. Brig. Gen. Lawrence S. Baker, Provisional Army, C. S., will

report to General G. T. Beauregard for assignment to duty in the
Second District, Department of North Carolina and Southern Vir
ginia, with headquarters at Goldsborough, N. C.

* * * * * * *
XXIX. Capt. Lewis E. Harvie, assistant commissary of subsist

ence, will report at once to Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., for assign
ment to temporary duty with Brig. Gen. G. W. C. Lee, command-
ing Local Defense TrQPps. .

By command of the "Secretary of War:
JNO. WITHERS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VmGINIA,
June 10, 1864-8.30 p. m.

Hon. SECRE'l'ARY OF WAR,
Rich'l1UJ'TU1 :

Sm: The enemy has made no movement to-day. The skirmish
ing alon~ the lines has been somewhat more active and systematic
than durmg the last two days.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, I
R. E. LEE,

Ge~ _
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HEADQUARTERS,
Gaines' MiU, June 10, 1864.

.1

.l

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Rich mond, Vet.:

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the rec~iptof your letter of
yesterday. With my present information as to tIle movements of
the enemy's cavalry I am unahle to determine their destination.
The last dispatch from General Hampton, dated at Frederick's Hall
to-day, states that they encamped last ni?:ht at New Market, which
is on the road from Chilesburg to Waller s Church, General Hamp
ton's own command being nearly west of them at Frederick's Hall
My first impression was that tho object of the expedition was to co
operate with the forc(ls under GOlleral Hunter in the valley, and there
is nothing as yet in their movements inconsistent with this idea.
They may intend to strike for the James River above Richmond, and
cross to the south side to destroy the Danville road. I think it very
important that we should be on our guard against such an attempt,
and that parties should be held in readiness to burn the bridges O\"er
the river upon their approach. These parties should be under the
direction of intelligent and cool men, for fear the bridges might he
prematurely fired; and good scouts sent out on the rooos to give
timely notice of the approach of the enemy. I suppose you will be
able to obtain men of the character indicated among the reserve
forces of that section.

I will keep you advised as far as I can of the enemy's movements,
and should he turn toward the river our cavalry under General
Hampton will endeavor to protect the bridges, and, unable to do so,
will aid the parties charged with burning them. Under existing
circumstances I think it would be best to make every preparation
to repair the railroad and the bridges to be in readiness for a more
favorable opportunity to restore travel, but it would not be prudent
to begin the work now. I am glad to learn that you are exerting
yourself to acculliulate stores for the army. No effo[·t should be
spared to provide against such interruption of our transportatioll as
the enemy's superiority in cavalry may enable him to effect. If
practicahle, I hope that provision will be made to continue the sup
ply of vegetables. It greatly promotes the health and comfort of
the men.

Very respectfully, your obedient servani,
R. E. LEE,

General.

HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY CORPS,
JU7/R 10, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel BALDWIN,
Chief of Ordnance, Army of Northern Virginia:

COLONEL: I saw noticed in a recent paper a stink-shell, and it
seems to me such missiles might be made useful to some extent at
least. We have a few howitzers, chiefly 12-pounders, which call be
used somewhat as mortars. They can throw shells occasionally in
or Ileal' the enemy's trenches. The question is whether the explosion
can be combined with suffocating effect of certain offensive gases,
or whether apart from explosion such gases may not be emitted
from a. continuously burning composition as to render the vicinity of 1

: ;"""'" - -
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G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

each fallin~ shell intolerable. It seems at least worth a trial. The
close prOXImity ofour lines and those of the enemy suggests also
another agency. Should we at auy time advance for assault, hand
grenades might do important service in driving off the enemy as we
approach his breast-works. Have we any made? If so, of what
pattern, weight, &c., and how are they put up for transportation?
If none are on hafld would it not be well to have some prepared very
soon?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. N. PENDLETON,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery.

P. B.-Can you get for us two Napoleon guns to give to General
Long iulieu of two which he recently got from General W. H. F.
Lee's horse artillery (McGregor's battery) in exchange for two 3
inch rifles? General Long thinks the Napoleons he thus got (bronze)
too much worn, served, and honeycombed to be properly serviceable
in the field.

W. N. P.

[FirIIt Indorsemllllt.]

ORDNANCE OFFICE,
June 10, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Colonel Gorgas.
Are any 12-pounder Napoleons on hand for General Long; any

stink-balls; any hand-grenades?
BRISCOE G. BALDWIN,

Lieu,t. Col., Chief of Orclallce, Army of Northern Vi1·ginia.

[8econd lodorsement.]

JUNE 10, 1864.
Respectfuliy returned.
I have no Napoleons now ready; will have some in ten day!'!.

Have 1,000 hand-grenades. U. S. pattern, with Rains' sensitive tube
(very superior, explode always); have ordered 1,000 more to-day.
Also have some that answer tolera.bly well with 6-pounder spherical
case. Stink-balls, llone on hand; don't keep them; will make if
ordered.

W. LE ROY BROWN,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

SWIFT CREEK, June 10, 1864-10.10 p. m.
(Received 11.30 p. m.)

General BRAGG:
Information just received that considerable column of the enemy's

infantry has crossed this evening to the south side of the Appomat
tox, indicating another attack on Petersburg. Without immediate
re-enforcements we shall lose that city or our lines in front of Ber
muda Landing.
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CHAFFIN'S BLUFF, June 10, 186-1.
General BRAGG:

The lookout neal' Cox's barn reports a large force of enemy mov
ing in line of battle toward Howlett's house.

J. M. MAURY,
Lieutenant-Oolonel,. Oommanding.

JNO. M.. OTEY,
Assistant Aqjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, l HDQRS. DEPT. OF N. C. AND S. VA.,
No.2]. f June 10, 1864.
• • • • • • •

IV. Gracie's brigade will march at once and report to Maj. Gen.
B. R. Johnson to relieve Page's brigade in the trenches. The bri
gade will march by the shortest and quickest route. General Gracie
will report sufficiently in advance of his brigade to receive orders
from General Johnson as to its location.

By command of General Beauregard:

SPECIAL ORDERS, t ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 135. f Richmond, June 10, 1864.

• • • • • • •
XV. Col. R. E. Withers, in addition to his duties as commandant

post, Danville, Va., will report to Brig. Gen. J. L. Kemper, com
mandin~ reserve forces of Virginia, for the purpose of organizing,
instructmg, and commanding the reserves at Danville, Va.

• • • * • * *
XVII. Brig. Gen. W. M. Gardner, Provisional Army, C. S., will

report to Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., commanding Department of
RIChmond, for assignment to duty.

By command of the Secretary of War:
JNO. WITHERS,

. Assistant Acijutant-General.

Abstract from return 0/ the Department 0/ North Oarolina and Suuthern Vir
ginia, General G. T. Beauregard commanding, for June 10, 1864.
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duty. S ..
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ArtiUeIT.. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 29 /lI5lI 1lO1 68lI 88ll l_lIS_I 8��&_
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Heavy artJllerl. ... .. . .... ......... 1; 90 118 112 114. 114
Independent llIKual corp8........... 8 181 191 . 1Il1 IM6 I.. ..

Total FIm Military DI8trict ..... ~ 2,8t.! 3,013 3,490 f,r.:i:I=i--llt--..-~-
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Ab8tract from return of the Department of North Carolina, &c.-Continued.

18
8T7
~

3,lI!l2
163
Ilill

16
378
1101

8,998
182
151

15
11';8
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3,lIlIi
111ll
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II
2!l8
'75l!

1I,8lI7
116
128

2
lI88
7lIll

1I,2O'i
100
53

Command.

Present for! ~ ~ 1.0 Plecell of ~ 11
duty. S.. Po Po artlllery. a! C

. .,~ i.o S !i~
~ j f ~. al tl ~ . &.,
~ ~ 11 Po ~ !i ~ ~ gil

8ecoDdMfUtaryDlstrlcta ,;,~ ~ ~ I I~ .

Third MJUtary District:
Stalf 13
Infantry.... 7
LIght artillery. .. . . .. 80

~e::rry~~~ :::::::::: I~~
ComJIIWY engineer troops and 4

llignal corps.

Total Third M1Utary Dlstrlct .: ... 'Ji) 3,832 4,~1 '""4,680 5,e06··==-:I-5',M4
=======1='=

Brig. Gen. James Dearing and stair 8 15.... .. .. 111 21 I .
CavalryBrigade , , 120 1,791 2,314 11,987 1 .

Total Cavalry Brigade............ 126 1,SJ6I~ 2,33Ii 2,958 I · ..
Drewry'll Blulr : ~Snilth's battalfon 18 28D MIl 438 IlO2 17.. .. .. /lOt

Terrett's battalIon marines ......•.~_~~~~---.!!!!-.~. .:..:.:.:..:..: .... :..:.:..:..:..:.
Total Drewry's Blulr.............. 2!l 340 35ll 509 772 17.. .. .. /lOt

===1=========
Grand total....................... 9Il8 12,8llll 12,MlIII 17,1111 22,874 17 lIlI I 18,OIl'i'

a Not reported.

Or~anization of troops in the Department of North Ca1'Olina and
Southern Virginia, commanded by Genet·cd G. T. Beauregard,
<J. S. Army, Jlwe 10, 1864.

JOHNSON'S DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. BUBHROD R. JOHNSON.

Elliott's Brigack. JohnJJOn's Brigade.

17th South Carolina, Col. J. F. McMaster.
18th South Carolina,C'.o1. W. H. Wallace.
22d South Carolina, Capt. A. C. Peace.
28d South Carolina, Col. Henry L. Ben-

bow.
26th South Carolina, Col. Alex. D. Smith.
Holcombe Legion South Carolina In

fantry (detached at Stony Creek).

17th Tennessee,ICol R H Keeble28d Tennel!llee, ... .
25th Tennessee,
44th Tennessee, Col. John S. Fulton.
68d Tennessee, Col. Abraham Fulker-

BOn.

Wise's Brigade.

26th Virginia, Lieut. Col. J. Calvin CouncilL
84th Virginia, Col. John T. QQode.
46th Virginia (detached at Petersburg).
l'i9th Virginia, Col. William B. Tabb.

Artillery.

Bradford's (Mississippi) battery, Capt. William D. Bradford.
Cumming's (North Carolina) battery, Capt. James D. Cumming.
Miller's (North Carolina) battery, Capt. John O. Miller.
Pegram's (Virginia) battery. Capt. Richard G. Pegram.
Slaten'll (Gl'Orgia) battery, Capt. C. W. Slaten.
Wright's (Virginia) battery, Capt. Samuel T. Wright.
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FIRST MILITARY DlSTRWT.

Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WIRE.

South Side Appalll.llttox.

44th Vi~inia Battalion, Maj. Peter V. Batte.
46th Vir~inia, Lieut. Col. Peyton Wise.
Archer's battalion, Maj. F. H. Archer.
Hood's battalion, Maj. WiUiam H. Hood. .
Scouts [Company G, 46th Virginia Infantry], Lieut. Arthur V. Sutherland.

Mattoax Bri<lge (Richmond and Dant'ille R<nlrbacl).

lRth Georj1;il\ Battalion, }
Virginia Re&'ryetl, tMaj. William S. Basinger.
Two field pit'Cell, J

HickllfmYl.

Bradford's section of Confederate GuardS}
Artillerv.

Confederate States Zouave Battalion, Lieut. Col. Alfred Coppens.
62<1 Gt'Orgia, Company H (artillery),
Virginia Reserves,

Swift Creek.

64th Georgia, Capt. T. J. Pritchett.
34th Virgoiuia, Ca.pt. Thomas B. Montague.
1st North Carolma Artillery (three companif'8), Lieut. Col Henry T. Gnion.

StmlY Creek.

Holcombe Legion (four companies), Lieut. Col. William J. rawley, Stony C k.
Holcombe Legion (four companies), Lieut. Col. William J. Cmwl y, Nottoway

H~l~:~be Legion (two companies), Lieut. Col. William J. Crawley, Rowanty
bridge.

Two field pieces, Stony Creek.
Two field pieces, Nottoway.

Vicinity of Petersburg.

Martin'R (Virginia) battery, Capt. S. Taylor Martin.
f:lturdivant's (Vil'ginia) batter~', Capt. N. A. Sturdivant.

Independent Signal Corps.

Maj, J.ums F. MILLIGAN.

Cavalry.
6th ReKiment North Carolina Cava.lry.
North Carolina State Cavalry (1;0; 0 . Ill

panies),

SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT.

Heavy At·tillery.
10th North Carolina Battalion (two com-

. panif'8).
Heavy 8.rtillery (one company).

Infantry.
50th North Carolina Troops (five com

panies), Plymouth.
50th North Carolina Troops (five com-

panies), Washington.
68th North Carolina State Troops.
Whitford's State regiment.
Kinston provost guard.
Reserves, North Carolina (about 5(0).

Light Artillery.
Andrews' (Alabama) battery.
Section Cumming's(North Carolina) bat-

tery.
Dickson's (North Carolina) battery.
Kelly's (South Carolina) battery.
Starr's (North Carolina) battery.
Webb's (North Carolina) battery,

[I<, L cbvGoogle
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DEARING'S CAVALRY BRIGADE.
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7th C. S. Cavalry, Col. V. H. Taliaferro.
62<1 Georgia Cavalry, Col. JQ('I R. Griffin.
59th North Carolina [4th North Carolina Cavalry], Col. Dennis D. FElrebee.
65th North Carolina [6th North Carolina Ca\'alrYl, Col. George N. Folk.
Battalion Virginia Cavalry. Capt. Theodore G. Barham.
Battery (Virginia) light artillery, Capt. Edward Graham.

DREWRY'S BLUFF.

Marin!' battalion, Maj. George H. Terrett.
Smith's hattalion, Maj. Francis W. Smith.

THIRD MILITARY DISTRII;T.

Maj. Gen. WILLIAM H. C. ·WHITING.

DEFENSES MOUTH CAPE FC:AR.

Brig. Gen. LoUIS H&BERT.

Fort Fisher.

13th North Carolina Battalion, Company D, CaJ;lt. Zachariah T. Adams.
36th North Carolina Troops (eight companies), Col. William Lamb.

Fort Ca8lceU.

1st North Carolina Battalion (three companies), Col. T. M. Joneil.
3d. North Carolina Battalion, Company C, Capt. Julian G. Moore.
Sampson (North Carolina) Artillery, Capt. Abner A. Moseley.

Fort Campbell.

1st Battalion North Carolina Troops (one company), }
86th North Carolina Troops (one company), Lieut. Col. John D. Taylor.
40th North Carolina Troops (one company),
Coast Guard (one company), Capt. John W. Galloway.

Fort Holmes.

3d North Carolina Battalion, Company B, I C I J h 1 J H d i k
40th North Carolina Troops (eight companies), f ;0. 0 I • e r c .

Smithville.

10th North Carolina Battalion (two companies), I Ma' J III Reilly
Light artillery (one company), f J. a es .

MAGNOLIA.

Col. GEORGE JACKSON.

10th North Carolina Battalion (one company), Capt. Hammitt J. HarriRS.
7th Confederate Cavalry (two compames), Capts. Frederick A. Beazley aod P. A.

S. Morris.

HASONBOROUOH SOUND.

10th North Carolina Battalion (one company), Capt. Charles M. T. McCauley.
Virginia battery, Capt. Andrew B. Paris.

WILMINGTON.

10th North Carolina Battalion (two companies).
86th North Carolina Troops (one company).
40th North Carolina Troops (one company).
Unattached (two compames).
Bo/l;gs' battalion artillery.
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HEADQUARTER3 ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 11, 1864-6.30 p. m.

Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Richmond:

SIR: The enemy has been quiet to-day, with the usual skirmishing
along the lines.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

HEADQUARTERS TEXAS BRIGADE,
June 1], 1864.

General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond:

GENERAL: A short time ago I took the liberty of submitting a
paper concerning an increase of the numbers of the Texas Brig;ade
III the Army of Northern Virginia. Since that -paper was wrItten
circumstances have so changed that it is not probable my proposi
tion can be favorably considered. The proposition that was made
was submitted upon a l'luggestion from the general commanding the
army, that he desired me to use every effort to have the numbers of
the brigade increased. It is now desired to submit a different propo
sition. Since the late battles, the number of muskets in this brigSde
is about 430; at our last field return it was 435. - This is a very small
number to perform the duties of a brigade, nor do I think it for the
benefit of the service that an officer having the rank and pay of a
brigadier-general be assigned to the command of so small a number
of muskets. There are men of this brigade beyond the Mississippi
River, but as many efforts have been made to procure their return
to duty, and have all failed to effect the end desired, it is believed
to be impracticable to secure their presence with this comma.nd
except b;y having an organized force brought to this side of the Mis
sissippi River under whose guard these absentees can be forced to
return. The number of men fit for duty who are beyond the river
and belong to this brigade is thought to be larger than the number
present.

In addition to this it is thought to be for the interest of the service
that a considerable force of the trans-Mississippi troops be brought
to this army. It is not probable that the enemy will be formida.ble
beyond the Mississippi until they accomplish such results here as
are satisfactory to them. In the mean tIme the troops beyond the
river are not so valuable as they would be here, and it is for the
army here to prevent the future war on the other side of the river.
Having the opinion just stated, I propose to bring to this side of the
Mississippi, if authorized by the War Department, such a force as
it is thought may be properly spared from beyond the Mississippi
River. I further propose to bring such number of horses as may be
needod here and can be procured beyond the river It is suggested
that in a march across the country many unbroken horses, which
can be procured much more easily than gentle ones, might be well
broken. I respectfully suggest for the decision of the authorities. I

Very respectfully,
JOHN GREGG,

Br;gad""·General._.";"
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[FIrat Indol'8elDent.]

HEADQUARTERS FIELD'S DIVISION,
June 11. 1864.

Respectfully forwarded. . '
I earnestly recommend that some Texas and Arkansas regiments

be brought from the Trans-Mississippi Department and assigned to
this brigade. This brigade has fought too lonK and gallantly to be
permitted to disappear from pure exhaustion of men. If several regi
ments from Texas were brought here, they would serye as a nucleus
about which the absentees from the brigade could be collected and
returned.

[Second Indol'l!ement.]

C. W. FIELD,
Major- General.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
June 11, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded, with a hearty approval of the proposition
to increase the strength of Gregg's brigade b:y the means which he
suggests, or such other as may seem more SUItable and convenient.

R. H. ANDERSON,
Lieutenant-General.

[Third IndOl'lle!llllDt.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 11, 1864.

Respectfully submitted to the honorable Secretary of War, with
the request that any Texas regiments that can be spared from the
Trans-Mississippi Department, as well as all the men belon~ing to
Gregg's brigade in that department fit for duty, be sent to thIS army
as soon as practicable. General Gregg cannot be spared from this
army at thIS time, when every man is wanted at his post.

R. E. LEE,
Gene7al.

[Fourth Indol'llelJleDt.]

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,
. . June 18, 1864-

Respectfully referred to General Bragg.
By order of Adjutant and Inspector General:

H. L. CLAY,
Assistant Addutant-General.

[FIfth Indol'llement.]

HEADQUARTERS, &c.,
Richmond, June 20, 1864.

Respectfully returned to Adjutant-General.
It seems to me an efficient inspector had better be sent to the

traus-Mississippi, with complete list of absentees and authority to
enforce former orders to send them back, if necessary, under guard.

BRAXTON BRAGG,
General.

SWIFT CREEK, June 11, 1864-2 a. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

Information of enemy's crossing from Bermuda Hundred tQ south
side of Appomattox came from officer on picket toward Port Wal-
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D. H. HILL,
Ma,jor-General and A·ide-de-Camp.

SWIFT CREEK, VA., June 12, 1864.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

thall. Force not given; will be sufficient, probably, to insure suc
cess if attack on Petersburg be .made after reconnaissance of the 9th
instant.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

JUNE 11, 1864.
General BEAUREGARD,

C01'1lmanding :
GFNERAL : I am so much disturbed about our condition, but

especially about our relations to Petersburg, that you must excuse
me for A. suggestion. It seems to me that there i~ hut. one way to save
the country, and hring the authorities to their senses, and that is
to say "I cannot. gUA.rd BermudA. Hundred and Petersburg both,
with my present forces. I have aecidpd that Petersburg is the im
portant point and will withdraw my whole command to that place
to-night." It is arrant nonsense for Lee to say that Grant can't
make a night march without his knowing it. Has not Grant slipped
around him four times already? Did not Burnside retire from
Fredericksburg, and Hooker from the Wilderness, without his know
ing it? Grant can get 10,000 or 20,000 men to Westover and Lee
know nothing of it. What then is to become of Petersburg? Its
loss surely involves that of Richmond-perhaps of the Confederacy.
An earnest appeal is called for now, else a terrible disaster may, and
I think will, befall us.

Very respectfully,

[Indorsement.]

General HILL:
I fully concur in the above views, which have been already com

municated to the Government in substance if not in words. I eon
sider it useless again to do so, as it would produce no good results
and my records are already" all right.." I shall cont.inue to hold ,. Ule
lines" as long as there is the slightpst hope of being able to do so
with success and without endangering Petersburg.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

DUNLOP'S, June 11, 1864-3.30 [po m.].
Brigadier-General GRACIE:

You are ordered to repurt with your brigade immediately to Ma
jor-General Johnson. Order is sent by courier. Start sooli as
practicable in advance of brigade to receive orders as to position, 80

as to have as'much time as possible.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~ HDQRS. FIRST MILITARY DISTRICT,
No. 10. f June 11, 1864-:-1.30 a. m.

Brig. Gen. R. E. Colston will assume the command of Sixty-fourth
Georgia Regiment, the reserve (Invalid Corps), and militia. The In
valid Corps will be stationed at the forks of the Baxter and J erllsalem

.i
I,
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roads. The Sixty-fourth Georgia will be stationed from Battery No.
16 to No. 27, inclusivehand Archer's militia from No. 27 extending
to the right a.8 far as t ey will reach.

By command of Brigadier-General Wise:
. JAMES H. PEARCE,

A.'1sistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Richmond, June 12, 1864.

His Excellency JEFF. DAVIS,
President:

Mr. PRESIDENT: The dispatches from Western Virginia induce
me to invite your attention again to the inadequacy of our forces in
that section. By the lowest estimate the enemy now has some 14,000
men. It seems well settled that Pope is to join with 4,000 more. To
opposEl this we have under Breckmridge, including all fragments
and all arms, about 9,DDD-not more than 5,000 of them can be con
sidered reliable. The crude and disorganized mounted detachments,
demoralized by licensed marauding in East Tennessee and South
west Virginia, have already justified the estimate formed of them.
It seems to me a pressing necessity to send at least 6,000 good troops
to re-enforce Breckinridge.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
BRAXTON BRAGG.

[Indorsement.]

JUNE 13, 1864.
ADJUTANT~ENERAL:

I am inclined to think: the force of the enemy exaggerated and our
own troops unduly depreciated, but I concur in thinking re-enforce- .
ments, if they can be possibly spared, very desirable.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 12, 1864.

General SAMUEL COOPER,
Adj1dant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.:

GENERAL: During the late movements of the army, the condition
of General Ewell's health rendered it proper that he should be re
lieved temporarily from the command of his corps. Although now
restored to his usual health, I think the labor and exposure to which
he would be inevitably exposed would at this time again incapacitate
him for field service. The general, who has all the feelings of a good
soldier, differs from me in this opinion, and is not only willing but
anxious to resume his command. I, however, think in the present
emergency it would jeopardize his life; and should his strength fail,
it would prove disadvantageous to the service. I, therefore, propose
that he be placed on some duty attended with less labor and exposure.
It has occurred to me' that the command of the Defenses of Rich
mond would be more in accordance with his state of health, and givo
bim a position where he could perform valuable service. I cordially
recommend that he be placed on this dnty unless circumstances exist

57 R R-VOL XXXVI, PT III
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of which I am unaware which render it improper. This arrange
ment is intpnded to be temporary, as it is proposed to replace him in
command of his corps after the present occasion for extraordinary
exertion shall have passed.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

JNO. B. SALE,
Colonel and Militanj Secretary.

HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Richmond, June 12, 1864.

General SAMUEL COOPER:
GENERAL: To save time General R. Ransom was ordered yester

day from these headquarters to send Gracie's brigade to south side
James River to report to General Beauregard. Please issue order
to cover the movement.

For General Bragg: .
I am, general, very respectfully,

HEADQUARTERS, &c.,
Near Bottom's Bridge, June 12, 186-1.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Headquarters Armies of the Confederate Slates:

SIR: Will you :{>lease bring to the immediate attention of General
Bragg a cause whIch is producing great discontent among the" troops
of my command. It appears that -to the troops of the Army of
Northern Virginia the ration issued is very much larger than the

.same given to my troops, although they are doing the same duty.
For instance, Kirkland's brigade, Army of Northern Virginia, is
guarding the York River railroad bridge over Chickahominy, and
the local troops are performing the same service at Bottom's Bridge ;
the former receive a balfp'ound of meat, flour bread (at least, in part)
rice, pease, sugar, coffee, and vegetables; the local troops get but on 
fifth pound of meat, and corn bread. If they receive sugar and coff
(only 6 }X>unds of one and three of the other to 100 rations) the mea
is stopped. The same exists as to all my command. It very natu·
rally and justly produces discontent. If the rations can be incr d
for the whole of the Army of Northern Virginia it seems to me it
ought to be done for the troops who are on exactly the same rvic
in this department. I wrote to Colonel Northrop, and he I' pli d
that all would be reduced to the same; but nearly a week h
passed and the same distinction is made. I trust the general com-
manding will have proper orders given in the matter. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant
R. RANSOM, JR.

MajO'l'-Gen ral.
[First Indorsement.)

JFNE 13 1 64
Respectfully referred to the honorable Secretary of War.
Such discrimination must produce discontent, and should be cor

rected.
BRAXTON BRAGG,

General.

[( IlL C by Goog e
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L. B. NORTHROP,
Oommissary-General of SUbsistence.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary.

JUNE 13, 1864.
COMMISSARY-GENERAL:

It seems but just that troops serving so near together and on like
duty" should receive similar allowances. The local troops are not
sufficiently numerous to make any seriou~ differonce, and I there-
fore recommend like rations to them. .

J. A. SEDDON,
&c-retary.

[ThIrd Ind01'lleIllllDt.J

OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
June 16, 1864.

Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War.
When the troops of the Army of Northern Virginia had been

fighting every day for twenty days, during a part of which time
they had received only one-quarter pound of meat when other
troops were getting one-third, on the recommendation of the chief
commissary the meat ration was increase<l to one-half pound. On
the 1st of June, the twenty-sixth day of the fighting, application
was made for whisky to be issued to them, on the ground that they
were broken down and needed the stimulant. ' It being impossible
to issue the whisky, coffee and sugar were given in lieu of it as an
extra issue. On the 11th June, when tJ:1e army had enjoyed a little
rest and had to some extent recovered from the effect of continuous
marching and fighting, the meat ration was reduced to one-third
pound. The extra issue of coffee and sugar was and is continued
on the ground that it is absolutely necessary, not on account of
what the men are doing, but what they have gone throu~h. As
recommended by the Secretary of War an order has been gIven for
the extra issue of coffee and sugar to be made to the local troops
now serving ill the field. How long it will be possible to continue
to issue the present ration will depend on the. success in running the
blockade, and the amount of money gotten fro~ the Treasury. The
funds now received are hardly more than enough to pay hospital
expenses, and entirely inadequate to purchase a sufficiency of food
for the army.

[Fourth Ind01'llemeDt.]

JUNE 18, 1864.
Referred to General Bra~.
The course of the CommIssary-General, as above stated, is ap

proved under the circumstances.

[FIfth Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS, &c.,
Richmond, June 20, 1864.

Respectfully referred again to tho honorable Secretary of War.
The case as stated by the Commissary-General does not meet the

complaint. General Ransom, after stating the discrimination made
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against the local troops, says: "The same exists as to all my com
mand." This includes Gracie's and Ransom's brigades, which had
done and were still doing the same service as the Army of Northern
Virginia, both having been longer in active motion.

BRAXTON BRAGG,
General.

[Sixth indonement.]

JUNE 23, 1864.

J. A. SEDDON.
Secretary.

[Seventh indorsement.]

COMMISSARY-GENERAL:
All the troops are now, I suppose, placed on the same footing.

This should be done, as I understood orally it was your purpose to
so arrange the matter.

OFFICE COMMISSARy-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
June 23, 1864.

It being presumed that the Secretary of War does not concur in
the comments of General Bragg, no remark upon the inaccuracy is
deemed necessary. The troops are now all upon the same footing.

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War.
L. B. NORTHROP,

Commissary-General of Subsistence.

CLOVER HILL, Chesterfield, June 12, 1864.
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War:
DEAR SIR: When I had the pleasure to see you in Richmond last

week I called your attention to the fact that there were two bridges
ov~r the Appomattox River in this nei~hbo1'hoodwithin 3 or 4 miles
of each other, and that I learned that the Government had, to prevent
raiding parties from entering or leaving with impunity our country~
ordered the destruction of one of the bridges. This you informoo
me was true, and that orders would be given for the removal of the
other. My information is that to this time, if such orders have been
given, they have nut been executed. I write now, most respectfully,
to suggest .to you that if the destruction of une brid~e is a military
necessity, the destruction of the ot.her must follow; III fact, the de
struction of Bevill's Bridge would seem to me to be a greater neces
sity than Goode's Bridge, for the reason that it is about midway be
tween the Danville and South Side railroads, and if the enemy Uleant
an attack upon both roads their policy: would evidently be to pass
Bevill's (the bridge now standing) rather than Goode's, if not de
stroyed.

I have undertaken to give you, very briefly, the state of things
so far as the public interest iH concerned in regard to the brid~es,

but I do not hesitate to add that some dissatisfaction is felt. by the
citizens in the neighborhood uf Bevill'~ Bridge, from the reflection
that by one bridge being destroyed a raiding party, if one comp~.
must necessarily be thrown upon them. They are willing to ta.kt~

the chances, but want the chances to be equal. I trust you will do
our people the kindness to ~ive this subject your attention and do
what you think is the best 1Il the premises.

Very truly, your friend and obedient servant,
JAMES H. COx.
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JUNE 18, 1864.
[FirSt Indorsement.]

ENGINEER BUREAU:
Have you taken any steps to have the timbers removed or the

bridges destroyed across the ApIJomattox other than the one known,
I believe, as Goode's Bridge? There is one near the terminu of
Clover Hill Mountains, which would only cause, I am informed, a
detour of from 3 to 5 miles. That, and indeed any others which
might enable the raiding parties or the enemy's forces from above
to cross, should be effectually crippled or destroyed at on e.

J. A. SEDDON.
[Second Indorsement.]

ENGINEER BUREAU,
June 20, 1864.

Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War.
Tho partial destruction of Bevill's Bridge. &c., has been ordered.

A. L. RI ES,
Colonel and Acting Chief of Bureau.

[JUNE 12, 1864.-For Wise's congratulatory orders to his com
mand for the defense of Petersburg on 9th instant, see Part II, p.
316.]

DREWRY'S BLUFF, J1tne 16, 1864-8 p. m.
General WADE HAMPTON, Pole Cat StaHon:

Dispatclles of to-day received. Our cavalry north and south of
ChicKahominy have been advised of movements of bearer of di 
patchf>s; also to endeavor to ascertain movements of Sh ridan, aud
to unite with you when practicable to crush him. Keep them ad
vised of his movements.

R. E. LEE.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VrRG IA,
• June 17, 1864.

General WADE HAMPTON,
Aenon Church (via Hanover Junction) :

Grant's army is chiefly on south side of James River. Chambliss
has been ordered to co-operate with you. Communicate with him.

R. E. LEE.
Telegraph operator please send.

O. S. VENABLE
Aide-de-Camp.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VJRG! lA,
June 1 , 1864.

General WADE HAMPTON,
Aenon Chu'rch (via Hanover Junction):

If Sheridan escapes you and gets to his transports at the White
House you must lose no time in movin~ your entlre command to our
right near Petersburg. Keep yourself thoroughly advi d of his
movements and intentions as far as practicable.

R. E. LEE,
General.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Ohaffin's, June 22. 1864.

CHAFFIN'S, June 22, 1864:.

BOTTOM'S BRIDGE, June 22, 1864-8 p. m.
General B. BRAGG:

Scouts report enemy moving out from White House with their ad
vance at Talleysville, at 4, this afternoon. I think they will cross at
Forge Bridge or below, as they have pontoons, and make their way
to James River. Please acknowledge receiving this.

FITZ. LEE,
Mqjor-Gene-ral.

Maj. C. PICKETT,
Assisfant Adjutant-General:

No ehange reported thiH morning in condition of affairs on this
side of the James. General Hampton had his headquarters last night
at Bottom's Bridge. General Heth's command went down to the
vicinity of Deep Bottom at daylight this morning. Brig. Gen. G.
W. C. Lee is wIth General Heth. .

In the absence of Brig. Gen. G. W. C. Lee:
RICHARD H. COX,

Mqjor and Aide-de-Camp.

General 'R. E. LEE:
General Bragg has ordered a detachment of Pemberton's command

and the Sixtieth Alabama, at New Market, to Bottom's Bridge t-o
report to General Wada Hampton. I send this information I t
circumstances south of the river should make it unadvisable.

R. S. EWELL.

JUNE 22, 1 64.
Lieut. Col. W. H. TAYLOR:

The Sixtieth Alabama. Regiment has been doing provo t duty in
Richmond. Pemberton's battalion is a part of the neavy artillery
force under Lieutenant·Colonel Pemberton. Owing to the weakn
of the forces under General G. W. C. Lee, the Sixtieth Alabam and
the battalion were ordered to report to him, and were placed by G .n
eral Lee at New Market Hill. The orders of General Bragg to Gen
eral Ewell directing force to be sent to General Hampton hav b 11
countermanded.

H. HETH,
Majo'I'·GeneraL.

JUNE 23 1 64.
Lieut. Col. W. H. TAYLOR:

General Hampton reports that Sheridan is moving toward Long
Bridge and Forge Bridge, and that he. Hampton, would reach !Vhi
Oak Swamp at 1 a. m. The cavalry force reported to be cro mg
the pontoon bridge is doubtless moving to unite with Sheridan.

H. HETH,
Major-General.

[( I L C by Google
~ ..-J
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JUNE 24, 1864-G [po m.].
Lieut. Col. W. H. TAYLOR,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of Northern l:""irginia:
General Ewell and myself have just returned from the front. No

change in the enemy's position or numbers as far as can be ascer
tained. General Ewell, as well as myself, thinks that after Sheri:.
dan's position is fixed, provided he crosses the river, and should
there be no acquisition to the enemy's force of infantry on this side,
that the brigades of Cooke and Davis might withdraw if needed.
The only reliable information from Sheridan is that yesterday, the
23d, Chambliss engaged him near Charles City Court-House, and
there has been skirmishing near the same point to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. HETH,

Major- General.

-HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
June 25, 1864--6.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. WADE HAMPTON:
GENERAL: Your note of to-day from Phillips' house has just been

received. I am rejoiced at your success. I thank you and the offi
cers and men of your command for the gallantry and determination
with which they have assaulted Sheridan's forces and caused his
expedition to end in defeat. So soon as Sheridan crosses the river I
wish you to join me.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE.

JUNE 25, 1864.
Major-General PICKETT:

The following dispatch has just been received from General Hamp
ton:

We routed Gregg's division thorougWy last evening, charging them for 5 or 6
miles. Their loss was heavy.

H. HETH
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS, June 25, 1864
Maj. Gen. G. E. PICKETT, Commanding:

GENERAL: No change in my front as to position or number of the
enemy. Probably about 2,000 on this side, strongly intrenched on
river-bank and- supported by two or more gun-boats. The object
appears to be to hold the position on this side, said to be a favorable
one for us. Sheridan, I believe, is crossing James River. When
Sheridan's position is fixed my two brigades will return.

H. HETH,
Major- General.

JUNE 26, 1864.
Maj. Gen. FITZ. LEE:

Telegram received. If there is nothing to detain your command
on north side James, the general commanding desires your diVIsion
to come on this way, following Hampton's.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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ALTERN ATE DESIGN A'l'ION8

OF

ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS VOLUME,-

Abbot's (Henry L.) Heavy Artillery. See COIItUCtie#t 1roop8, lst RegiruRt.
Abbott'. (JOI!tlph C.) Iufantry. See NelD H/""p'laire Troop., 7th Regimeltt.
Adam.' (Zachariah T.) Artillery. See Nortll CaroliNG Troop., CO'It/eder/Jte, 13th BGt-

tGUotl, BAttery D.
Addick.' (TholllQII H.) Infantry. See PeIIMyI"aflia Troop., 157t1 Regi_t.
Aiken'. (Hngh K.j Cavalry. See Bovth. CarolifiG 1roop., 6th Begi_t.
Alford'. (Samnel M.) Iufantry. See NeID York Troop., 3d Regimellt.
Allen'. (Richard J.) Iufantry. Bee North. CGrOliflG 1roop., UflWA, lst Rrgimeltt.
Allen'. (Robert C.) Iufantry. See Virginia Troop', COII/MeTGte, 28tll Regime_t.
Ame.' (John W.) Iufantry. Bee Ufli071 Troopa, Colored, 6tll Regimeltt.
Anderson'. (Hiram, jr.) Infantry. Bee New York Troop., 92d Regiflll'flt.
Andrew.' (William G.) ArUllery. Bee MOIItgomery Trlle Billu, ~r/m/w!l, pot/.
Anger. (Jll.m6l!l R.) ..t.rtillery. Bee Net/! York Troop., 3d Regimlmt, Baltery K.
Aroher'. (F. H.) Reserve.. Bee V"trgiltiG Troop', CofI/MeTGte.
ArmI.tead'. (A. D.) Art1l1ery. See MatlltlD' Artillery, po.'.
Armstrong'. (James B.) Infantry. See Oh.io Troop., 134/h. Begi..-t.
Arnold'. (Abraham K.) Cavalry. See UtliOll 1roop., Beg"lar., 5th RegiMent.
Arnold'. (William A.) Art1l1ery. See RIIIHk Illatld Troop., lst RegiflIent, Battery~.
Arsenal Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troop., Confederate, 5tl BGttaliOll, LooGI

De/efIIe.
Aahby'. (George E.) ArtIllery. Bee NeID York Troop., 3d Regi_t, BGttery E.
Atw1l1'. (James W.) Infantry. See Nortll CGrOlifla Troop., UltiOll, lit Regi7Mltt.
Avery'. (ls&8c E.) Infantry. See North CGrolilllJ Troop., Cottftderate, 6th Regifll$flt.
Aylett'. (William R.) Iufantry. Bee Virgittja 1roop., Con/ederGte, 53d Regi/llellt.
Batley'. (Edward L.) Iufantry. Bee NeID HaMp.hire 1rOOP',2d RegiflleRt.
Baker'. (John A.) Cavalry. See NortA CGrolifia Troop., C07l/ederGte, 3d Regimellt.
Baker'. (Leroy A.) Iufantry. Bee nlittoil Troop., 39/1l Regit7leRt.
Ballenger'. (Marcus R.) Infantry. Bee GeorgiA Troop', 23d Regi7M611t.
Barham'. (Theodore G.) Cavalry. Bee VirgiRiG Troop., Co_federate.
Barnum'. (Joseph H.) Infantry. Bee Cotlnectie#t Troopa, 16th Begim/lflt.
Bassett'. (lease C.) Infantry. Bee Peflltayll'ania fuopa, 82d Begim6flt.
Bate.' (John F.) Iufantry. Bee NeID York 1roopa, 99th .&gimtRt.
Batte'. (Peter V.) Iufantry. Bee VirgilliG Troops, COIIletkrate, 44th BGttaliOll.
Beardsley'. (William E.) Cavalry. See NIM York 1roop., 6th Regime"t.
Beasley'. (Frederick A.) Cavalry. See CO'IIjederate Troop., Ref/1lmr., 7th Regi_t.
Beecher'. (Henry B.) Artillery. See Ultiofl Troop., Begu14r., 5th Regiment, Baltery.d.
Beger'. (Charles) Artillery. See Wiloofl8ift Troop., 2d BGttery.
Belser'. (James) Artillery. See Bltotk I.l/Jlld Troop., lit Regiflitflt, BGttery F.
BeU'. (Louis) Infantry. Bee NIM Ha7llp.hire 1roop., 4/h Begi_t.

• Bel~rencea, llnl_ otherwl8e Indicated, are to Index foliowID&;.
(905)

..
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Benbow'. (Henry L.) Infantry. See Sowt1& Carolilla Troops, !l3d Rr.gifJltflt.
Berkeley'. (Norboarne) Infantry. See Virgillia Troops, COJlfr.dertdr, /Jth Reut-'.
Biddle'. (William M.) Cavalry. See Peansyl.,ania Troops, 4th .&gitKt1lt.
Bird's (P. B.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 6tk Bllitalio'l.
Blaisdell'. (William) Infantry. See Massac1&M8etts II'oops,l1th Begi_tn,t.
Blount's (Joseph G.) Artillery. &e VI/'gillia Troops, COfffcdrl'a/r.
Borg.' (}'rancis J.) Artillery. See Virgiftia Troops, COJlfrderate, 12tA Battaliott.
Bonand'. (A.) Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 28t1& BaUaliOJl.
Bowen'. (George K.) Infantry. See PeII"sylvlIllia Troops, 188th Regimed.
Boyd'. (William H.) Cavalry. See PtnlftsyltHu,ia Tt·oops, 2181 RegiBleJlt.
Bradford'. (William D.) Artillery. See Corrfrtleratr Guards, .Ar/illery, pMt.
Bradshaw's (C. W.) Infantry. See North CaroliJla Troops, f;Qllfederate, 42d Regi_,
Brevard'. (Theodore W.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 2d Battlliiorr.
Brinton's (Joseph P.) Cavalry. See Pmmyl.,allia Troops, 2d Regi1lletlt.
Brinton'. (William P.) Cavalry. See Peftfls!Jloollia Troops, 18th Rrgi1lUnt.
Brown'. (Ridgely) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, e-jederate, lst Raltaliolt.
Brown's (T. Frederick) Artillery. See Rhode Isl_d Troops, lst RtJgiJRtlIt, Ba/~ B.
Buffam's (Martin P.) Infantry. See Rhodelslal/d Troops, 4/1& Regi.",ee.
Burna' (Michael W.) Infantry. See Nell' York Troops, 73d RegimeJlt.
Burpee'. (Thomas F.) Infantry. See COJlneolicllt Troops, 21st Rrutllltntt.
Butler's (Lewis) Infantry. See Ohio T"ool)S, 67th RtJgifluJII/.
Cameron'. (William H.) Cavalry. See Pe"ltIylvaflia Troops, 5t1& Regiment.
Campbell'. (Edward) Infantry. See PenuylNllia Troops, 8!i111 RtJgiltttntt.
Campbell'. (John C.) Infantry. Sec Pmllsylrallia Troop" 76/h Regiwttntt.
Capron'. (Willis C.) Cavalry. See Rhode Island Troops, lst 1legilRtnlt.
Caroline Artillery. Bee Vi"gillia Troops, COfI/etkra/e.
Carrington'. (Henry A.) Infantry. See Vil'ginia Troops, COl/jederate, 18th Regi_,
Cary'. (N. R.) Heavy Artillery. See Jirgiftia Troops, Co"fetkra/e, 19th &utalioa.
Cary'. (R. Milton) Infantry. See Virginia Tt·oops, COlljederate, 3Ot1l RtJgilltetit.
Caskie'. (William H.) Artillery. See Hampd81& .Artillery, post.
Chamberlain'. (Abial G.) Infantry. See UftiOJl Troop5, Colored, 37tll Regi_t.
Chaplin'. (Daniel) Heavy Artillery. See Maille Troops, lstRtJgitnmt.
Charle.ton City Battalion, Infantry. See So,d1& Carolitta Troops, 27th Regi_t.
Cherry's (John N.) Cavalry. See Uhio Troops, 13/1I.&gi_"'.
Chesterfield Artillery. See &utA Carolitta Troops.
Choate'. (Francis C.) Artillery. Soo Union Troop" Colored,2d Regi_Jlt, Battery B.
City Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Btlttaliott.
Claa.sen's (Peter J.) Infantry. See Netfl York Troops, l~ld Regi_t.
Clapp's (Dexter E.) Infantry. See Union Troop', CowI'ed, 38/h Regiflfettt.
Clarke's (M. J.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 2d BattaliOJl.
Clarke's (Robert) Infantry. See Dis/rict oj ColKmlria 7i'oops, lst Regittanlt.
Clarke's (William J.) Infantry. See l"ort1& Carolina Treop', eo.fetkra~ 2411 Regi-

8lt!lIt.
Clarke'. (Will W.) Infantry. See Neto York Troops, 85th Rrgi_t.
Clayton's (Theodore) Cavalry. See PlIrnell LegiOft, Caoolry, po,t.
Clendenin'. (David R.) Cavalry. Bee IIlmoil TrOOP/l, 8tA Regilltetl'.
Coast Guard, Cavalry. See Nortlr Caroli"" Troops, C01lfetkrate.
Cochran'. (Thomas A.) Infantry. See PetllU1I'"all'a Troop', 103d lUgi_t.
Coit'. (Charles M.) Infantry. See COJIlIeotiofd Troops, 8t1& Regimtll/.
Cole'. (George W.) Cavalry. See UniMlTroo,u, f;Qlored, 2d Regimetlt.
Collin.' (Patrick) Infantry. See lJlliOft Troops, Reglllar" 14tll RtJgilRtIIt.
Confederate Guard., Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.
Confederate State. Zouave., Infantry. See .A1Jrrd Copptlll' I"jo'ry, PO",
Conger'. (Everton J.) Cavalry. See District of Colllftlbia Troop", 11/ RegiJIIt!7U.
Conine'. (James W.) Infantry. See lJnioll Troops, Colored, GtA RtJgillletit.
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~onner's (Stephen) Beavy Artillery. See New York T1'ollpll, 8th Regilllewt.
Cooper's (Frederick) Infantry. See New JerBey T1'OopB, 71h Regilfle"t.
Cooper's (William C.) Infantry. See Ohio TroopB, 142d Regime1lI.
COppentl' (Alfred) ·Infantry. See Lov~la_ Troop•.
Coughlin's (John) Infantry. See New Hamp.hire TrOOpB, lOti. Regitnerll.
Councill's (J. Calvin) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, CO/lfedtrate, ::61h Regimtltl
Crane's (James P.) Infantry. See Maf'1/lafld Troops, CONfederate, 2d Rflgfrntltt.
Crawley's (William J.) Infantry. See Holomde Legion, post.
Cullen's (Edgar M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 96th Regiment.
Cullen.' Infantry. See Florida Troop•.
Cumming's (Jam~sD.) Artillery. See North Carolina TroopB, CQflfedtfl"ate, 13th&t-

taliOfl, Batt~ C.
Cummings' (Emory) Cavalry. See Nell' York Troops, 2.1d Battalion.
Curtis' (N. Martin) Infantry. See Nelo York TroopB, 142d BegiWle1tt.
Dabney's (William J.) Beavy Artillery. See Virgiflia Troop., COllfederQte, 20111 Bat-

talitnl, Bal/erg E.
Dandy'. (George B.) Infantry. See NelD York Troop" 100th Regi'lAellt.
Day'. (Luther) Infantry. See MauaohVldt, TrOOP8, 17th Regimettt.
De Forest's (Jacob J.) Infantry. See Nero York Troop" 818t Reg/_t.
Delehunt's (Joeeph) Infantry. See PBlltuylt'ania Troop8, 84th Regimtltt.
Dement's (William F.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, CONfederate, lit Battery.
Dey'. (Charles W.) Cavalry. Bee Unitna Tro8p8, Colored, 18t Regiment.
D! CeBOola's (LouisP.) Cavalry. See Nelo YOrk Troop" 4t1t BegiWlmt.
Dickson's (Henry) Artillery. See North Carolina Tt'oop8, COflfederate, 13th BattaJiott,

Battery E.
Dimon's (Charles A. R.) InfantrY. See Umon Troop', Volutlteera, hI Regi_t.
Doane's (Charles R.) Artillery. See New JtfI"8ey Troop" 4th Battery.
Dobbs' (Cyrus J.) Infantry. See IlldiafllJ TrOOp8, 13tl Regimellt.
Dollard'. (Robert) Cavalry. See Uflio'll Troop8, Colored, 2d Regilfl(llft.
Dominy's (Levi S.) Infantry. Bee New York Troop8, H8ti Regiflumt.
Doolittle's (Ansou O.) Infantry. See WiBOQfIrili Tt'OOpB, 37th Regiment.
Dorrell's (William B.) Infantry. See D,laware TroopB, 3d Regiment.
Doty's "(Franklin B.) Infantry. See New York Troop., 179/'\ &giment.
Dunne's (John P.) Infantry. See PtlttlBJl"aftilJ TrOOP8, Hr.lil Regiment.
Dushane's (Nathail T.) Infantry. See Mar,land TroopB, U11iotl, 18t Regi_t.
Duvall's (Robert E.) Cavalry. See Pu1'ft811 Legion, ClJvalry, post.
Dyer's (David) Infantry. See Virgiflia Troop8, ConfedITate, 67th R8gime7It.
Easterly's (George B.) Artillery. See WiBoonrin Troops, 4t'\ Battery.
Eaton's (John B.) Artillery. See New York TroopB, 27th Battery.
Edmonds' (Edward C.) Infantry. See VirgiflilJ TroopB, COllfedtfl"ate, 38lh IlegimNlt.
Elder's (Samuel fl.) Artillery. See Union Troop., Regular" ht Rt!gimtJflt, Battery B.
Ellenbeck'. (Robert E.) Cavalry. See Neto York Troop., 22d RegimeRt.
Elliott's (Wyatt M.) Infantry. See Virgiftia Troop., Cowfederal8, 2f>t11 Battalion.
Elwell's (Andrew) Infantry. See M/JB,achllBeltB T"oop8, 23d Ilegimtlli.
E.zcelllior 1st Regiment, Infantry. See New York Troop., 70th Regiflu",'.
Excelsior 3d Regiment, Infantry. 8f>e Neto l'ork Troop" 7lst Regi1lU'lIt.
Excelsior 3d Regiment, Infantry. See New York Troop" 72d Regime,' I.
Excelllior 4th Regiment, Infantry. See Nelo lrork TrOop8, 73d RrgimO'llt.
E.zcelllior 5th Regiment, Infantry. See Neto YIn'k TroopB, 74th Regimtllt.
Faison'. (Paul F.) Infantry. See North CarolinlJ TroopB, CfI1Ifederale. 56th Regiment.
Farrington's (Preston M.) Cavalry. See Rhode IBland Troop" 18t Regiment.
Fauquier Artillery. See Virgitlia Troop8, Confederate.
Ferebee's (Dennis D.) Cavalry. See North Caroli7IIJ TrOopB, Confederate, 4th Regi
_t.

l'isher's (Samuel S.) Infantry. See Olio Troops, 138tk B8gi_t.
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Fitch's (Butler) Artillery. See NfItIJ York Troop., 8tl Batluy.
Polk's (Goorge N.) Cavalry. See North Caroliaa 1f'oopt, Co"feder4U, 6,.", ReJi-t.
FrankIe's (Jones) Heavy Artillery. 8ee Mauacluuettl 1f'oop" 2d~_t.
French's (David A.) Artillery. See MoC_ Ar"'''y, pod.
!'rench's (Frank S.) Artillery. See Unton 1'roop., lUplAr., ht Regi_t, BIltWliea E

and G.
rnIkerson's (AbrabllW1) Infantry. See Ten_'1ll! Troop.~63d Regi_t.
Fuller's (Nehemiah P.) Heavy Artillery. See M...aehle'" Troop., 24 Regi.~

Battery B.
Fulton's (John S.) Infantry. See Tea"eBBee Troop., 25tl all444tll R.ui-".
Galloway's (John W.) Cavalry. See COMt GVQf'd, Cavalry, ante.
Gantt'. (F. Hay) Infantry. See &ndh CaroUna Troop., 11th RegiMent.
Gantt'. (Henry) Infantry. See Virginia Troop., Confederate, 19,.", Regi_,d.
Garrard'. (Jeptha) Cavalry. See Uaioa Troop', ColoTetI, 18t ~",eat.
GeissenhalDer's (Charles A.) Infantry. See PtIltuylva,da Troop', 10bt lUgiaeal.
Gibson'. (Augu8tu8A.) Heavy Artillery. See PtIlIlI.ylMllia Troop., 2d RegiMe".
Glenn's (John F.) Infantry. Seo PtIlI".ylvaaia 1f'oop., 23d Regi_t.
Godwin'. (Archibald C.) Infantry. See Nor"'" Carolina Troop', COlIfederate, 57ti Beg-

imeflt.
Goode'. (John T.) Infantry. Seo Virgiaia Troop., C.oltfederdttl, 34t1 Regilfltlllt.
Goodwin'. (Franci8 Eo) Infantry. See MM.aoll",et" Troop., 25tl Regilfleltt •
Gordon'. (John 8.) Heavy Artillery. See NfItIJ York Troop., 13t1R~t,&~K.
Graham's (Edward) Artillery. See Peter.bKTg ArlilltITJ, poll.
Graham'. (George W.) Infantry. See North Carolllla Troop., Uaioa, bt Regi_t.
Graham's (Rohert F.) Infantry. &>e &Ktk Carolinll Troops, 21st Regi_t.
Graham'. (Samuel A.) Infantry. See P"N1eU ugiOf&, Infantry, po".
Graves' (Charlae C.) Infantry. See Nort" Carolina 'n-oop., U"iOll, lat RegilMJlt.
Guy's (Robert J.) Infantry. See MaiRe 1'roop., 9t1 Regimerd.
Graybill's (Tnlly) Infantry. See Georgia Troop., 28t1 Regimeat.
Green's (Charle8 A.) Artillery. See LouUiana GlUlrd, Artillery,poBt.
GrlfIin's (Joel R.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troop., 6'14 RrgillUflt.
GrlfIin's (William H.) Artillery. See Maryland Troop., Colt/t!4lerate, 2d Batter,.
Grimshaw's (Arthur H.) Infantry. Bee DelalDare Troop•• 4t1l; RegirIItIlIt.
Guion's (George M.) Infantry. See NtIlo York Troop', 14"t" &girlltlllt.
Guloo'. (Henry T.) Artillery. Sre Nort" Carolina TroopB, COlIfedsrale,18t Regillteal.
Gu.s' (Henry R.) Infantry. See PettHByltlGllia Troop., 97t1 Regiment.
Bainea' (Joel) Infantry. See Ohfo Troop., 132d Regiment.
Hallett's (Warren) Heavy Artillery. See NfJID York Troop., 13t. R.gilllellt, Battn-, I.
Hampden Artillery. See J'irgillia Troop., Coftfedn'ate.
Hankins' 4Jame8 D.) Artillery. See 81l"!! Artilltll"Y, poBt.
Hanson'. (Nicholae) Artillery. See NtIlD York 1f'oop., 3d BegiaelIt, Batter!l M.
Harder'. (William W.) Infantry. See Alda.a 1f'oop" 43d llegi.nt.
Hardin'. (Mark B.) Heavy Artillery. See Virginia 1f'oop., Confederate, 18tl &t

talioll-.
Barrlss' (Hammitt J.) Heavy Artillery. See Nortl Carolifta Troop., Cortffld~

lOt. Battalfon.
Hart's (James F.) Artillery. See Wa1ftagloa (S. C.) Artillery, pOlt.
Hay.' (JOIlOph) Infantry. See NfNJ Jer.etI Troop., 6t1 Regiment.
Healy's (Virgil M.) Infantry. See New Jer~ Troop8,811 Degi_lIt.
Henry's (Guy V.) Infantry. See MIUB401l,,,et'' Troop8, 40t" Regillteat.
Hensley'. (James 0.) Heavy Artillery. See JTfrgiflia Troop', COItfederate, lOll BAt-

talion.
Berbert'. (Arthur) Infantry. See V'trgiflia Troops, COIlfederattl, 171.\ BegifM'd.
Bill'. (George H.) Infantry. See PtIlI"'Ylvallia D'oop., 65th Reui-t.
Hizon's (Noah H.) Cavalry. See 01~ n-oop" 13tl.Regitaeltt.

.....
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Hodges' (James Gregory) Infantry. See Virgitdll Troop., COlfjederate, Utl ~e.
Holcombe Legion. See &»Ilk C"roli,," Troop••
Holman'. (John H.) Infantry. See U"iolt Troops, Colored, 18t &,i_It"
Holt'. (Thomas) Infantry. See NelO York Troop., 74116 Regi_Itt.
Hood'. (William H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troop., COfijetkrllte, 3d Bat-

tIIlwlt, BeaeTVtfII.
Hooper'. (Charles H.) Infantry. See MtU.ac1&..etl3 Troope, 24tA Regi_t.
Hopkins' (Charl8t' F.) Infantry. See Floridll Troop., 18t 'Speoilll Bettllliolt.
Howard'. (Henry, jr.) Infantry. See Ma'1llallll Troop., U"iolt, 2d Regi_t.
Howell'. (John H.) ArtUlery, See NIlVI York Troops, 3d RIlgi_t, Batter, M.
Huey'. (Pennock) Cavalry. See Pen"syl"a"ia Troops, 8tl Regi",.t.
Hugo'. (William H.) Infantry. See Nelo York Troopa, 70th Regi_t.
Hunt'. (John S.) ArtIllery. See U,d01l Troop., Regular., 411 Regtment, Bllttery L.
Hutchin.' (Benjamin T.) Cavalry, See New Hamp.hire Troop., htRegitllent.
Invalid Corp.. See U"ic" Troops, Veterll" RetleTVe Corp•.
James' (Martin S.) Heavy Artillery. See Rlwde 1.1attd Troop8, 3d &gi_lft, Bat

lery C.
Jameson'. (Thorndike C.) Heavy ArtUlerY. See Nortlt Caroli"a Troop., U"wn, 18t

JUgillltnt, Colored.
Johnson's (Bradley T.) Infantry. See Maryillad Troop., COlljedrratc, ht Battlliiolt.
Johnson's (Charles F.) Infantry. See U"W" Troop., Veteran Retltrtle Corp., 18ti Reg-

i_Itt.
Johnston's (Philip Preston) ArtIllery. &e V"U'gillla Troop., COlljf1derate.
Jones' (Enoch) ArtUlery. See New York Troop', 3d Regi_"t, Batter, C.
Jones' (John G.) Infantry. Sell North Caroli"a Troop., C07ljederate, 35th .&giMeltt.
Jonell' (T. M. ) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolilla Troop., Conjederate, ht Bllt-

tllliolt. '
Keeble'. (R. H.) Infantry. See Tenltetl.66 Troop8, 17th allll23d RegimmtB.
Keitt'. (Lawrencll M.) Infantry. See Soutlt Carolina Troop., 20tA Regi_'.
Kellogg'. (Elillha S.) Heavy Artillery. See eontlecticllt Troop., '2tl Regi_t.
KellY'1I (James I.) ArtUlery. See Clw:8terMld ~rtillerg, IInte.
Kerwin'. (Michael) Cavalry. See Petm81/ltIa"ia Troop., 13th Regitllent.
KevUl's (Thomas) Artillery. See United ~rlilkry,p08t.

Xiddoo'. (Joseph B.) Infantry. See Utrioft Troop', Colored, 22d RIlgilltCltt.
Xing'. (Rnfn8, jr.) ArtUlery. See URicn Troop., Regwlar., 4th Regi7ltetlt, Battery~.
Korte'. (Frederick) Heavy ArtUlery. See Pllfltuyl"tltlia Troop., 3d Regi_t, Bat.·

IlwyM.
Lamb'1I (William) Heavy ArtIllery. See Nortlt C4rolittll Troop., COfijederate, 2d Reg

itllBtlt.
Langdon'lI (Looml8 L.) Artillery. See Uttio" Troop., Reg.lar., 18t Regi"'tltlt, Btlt-

tery M.
Langley's (John F.) Infantry. See New Hamp.1I:ire Tt·oops, l'2th R/lgimBtlt.
Lee's (Richard H.) ArtUlery. 800 Ne'" York Troops, 16th Bat/cry.
Leonud'.(John) Infantry. !ilee New York liooplI, 7"ld Regime"t,
Leonard'. (Sawuol H.) Infantry. See Jla88achu.ettB Troo!'., I:W~ Regi_t.
Lewis' (Enoch E.) Infantry. See Pt'ltIUlJl"Jlltlia Troop., 1101lt RegilllCltt.
Lewia' (Goorge W.) Cavalry. See NelfJ York l'roop., 3d RegiMe"t.
Lofton's (John T.) Infantry. See G-uia Troop., 6t1l Regilllellt.
Louisiana Guard, ArtUlery. See LoviBiatla Troop•.
Luther'. (Walter H.) Artillery. See New York Troop., 24t1l: Blltterr.
McAfee'. (Lee M.) Infantry. 8t'1l North C4rolitta Troop., C01IjllderlltfJ, 49tl Regiment.
McAlister'. (Robert) Infantry. See NmAJ Jer.ey Troop., 11th Regi_t.
McArthur'. (William M.) Infantry. See Maine Truop., !jIll Regi_t.
McCauley's (Charlee M. T.) Heavy Artillery. See North CarolinG Troops, Golljeder

ate, lOlA BattalioR.
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MoChesney'. (Joseph M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troop., Ullioll,ldR~
McClellan (Jamp.8 F.) Infantry. See FloridG Troop., 4114 EIlItallo..
McComa. Artillery. See Virginia Troop., COllfeikral&
McCoDihe's (John) Infantry. See New York Troop., 169th RegiJr&ftt:
McCoy'. (Thomas F.) Infantry. See PeRlt8JltJa"ia Troop., 107th Regi_e.
MaoDonald'. (Christopher R.) Infantry. See Nqw York Troop., 411A RegiMIJItt.
McDowell'. (James C. 8.) Infantry. See Nortll. OaroUlla Troop., Co.federate, 541l

Regimmd.
McGregor'. (William M.) Artillery. See Virgiaia .Troop., Cortfedertm.
McMaster's (J. Jo'.) Infantry. 8ee SoutA Caroli.. Troop., 17tA &gi_t.
McNary'. (William H.) InfantJ:Y. See New York Troop., 1581. Regi.M'.
Macon Artillery. 8ee Gtorgia TroO]1"
Macon's (Miles C.) Artillery. 8ee Rioh.moJld Fa,!/et~ ArUlkl'!f, poIt.
Madill'. (Henry J.) Infantry. See PetlllltylvRlIia Troop" 14ht Regi~.
Mann'. (Alexander A.) Infantry. See NBIO York Troop., 3d ILtlgiraenl.
Marshall'. (George E.) Infantry. See Matisach1UJet~ Troop., 40th &gi_t.
Marshall'. (William C.) Artillery. See Fauqllitn· ArtilltJr]/, allttJ.,
Martin'. (Joseph W.) Artillery. SeeNBw York Troops, 6th Baff«'y.
Martin'. (Montgomerj') Infantry. See Pelu18yll'axia Troop., 58t~ &girrumt.
Martin'. (8. Taylor) Artillery. See Virgillia Troops, ConftJdera~.

Martin'. (William F.) Infantry. Sell Norlh Carolilla Troops, fJo"'ederate, 17tA.llegi-
lllBlit.

Mathews Artillery. See Virginia Tl'OOP" COJlfedf1t"a~.

Mathew.' (Joseph 8.) Infantry. &e New York Troop., 112th Regime"t.
Mayo's (JollOph, Jr.) Infantry. See Virgillia Troop., Co/lftJderate, 3d &gi_t.
Mays' (S. W.) Infantry. See FloridG Troop., 2d Battalion.
Meeker's (Lorenzo) Infantry.. See Conlt/JOtiout Troop., 6th RegifA/JId.
Mendell'. (George H.) Engineer.. See UIIWII Troop., Regtllar•.
Mercer'. (John T.) Infantry. See GtJorgia Troop', 21.1 RegimBnt.
Milltary Institute Cadets. See VirgiJlia Troop., COllfederatB.
Millen'. (John M.) Cavalry. See GtJorgia Troops, 20th Battalion.
Miller'. (Hiram) Infantry. See Ohio Troop., 16311 &gi.umt.
Miller's (John 0.) Artillery. See Borlh. Carolina Troop., ConfedfJrat#1, latRe~

BatttJry E.
Mix's (John) Cavalry. See Ullion Troope, RBgldar., 2d aM 5th lUgimexts.
Moegling's (William C.) Infantry. See COIlNIICticut Troop., lltA RBgilllMt.
Moffett'. (Samuel A.) Infantry. See NBIO York Troop., 94th Regi_t.
Montague's (Edgar B.) Infantry. See Virgiftia Troop8, COIlfederatB, 32d &,i_to
Montague's (Thomas B.) Infantry.' See Virgillia Troop., Co"federa~, 34t.\ lUgi_t.
Montgomery True Blues, Artillery. See Alab/llIIa TI'oop',
Moore'. (Alexander D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Cunfederate, 6611 Regi
_I.

Moore'. (John W.) Infantry. See PlJllnByltJllnfa Troops, 99th RBgirnelli.
Moore'. (Julisn G.) Artillery. See North. Carolilla Troop., ConfedtJr/lfB, 3d Balta1io,.,

Batterg C.
Moore's (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troop., 1481h RtJgilIllJllt.
Moran's (James) Heavy Artillery. See RhodB IslaM Troops, 5th BtJgi_t, BaItfIry D.
Morris' (Lewis 0.) Heavy Artillery. See N#1ID York Troop., 7th Rllgi-'.
Morris' (P. A. S.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, &gKlar., 1t1l Regilflellt.
Morrison's (Emmett ){;) Infantry. See Virgillia Troops, Confederate, 15/11 R~t.
Morrlaon's (J08llph .J.) Heavy Artillery. See N#1w York Troops, 16th Regi_t.
Morton's (Peter) Artillery. See 1\'#110 YOI'k Troop., 8th Batler!. .:
Moseley'. (Ahner A.) Artillery. See Samp.on Artillery, pod. rl
Murray'. (Henry S.) Infantry. See Nero YO"k Troops, 124th Regil/l./Jlft. .1

Myrick'. (J.hn R.) "<till,,,,,. Boo U.... r...".. R...h"•• 3d_~ '"""'",B~_j,



CHAI'. XI.vUI.) ORGANIZATIONS MENTIE>NED. 911

Neal's (Jamll8 II.) Infantry. See Georgia Troop., 19t1& Reg~t.

NelllOn Artillery, No.2. See Hrgillia Troop., COllfederau.
Newton's (Charles B.) Heavy Artillery. See Ma••aclt.1t.liUI Troop" 2d Reli_t.
New York 1st Mounted Rifles. See NetD York Troop., 7th RegiMent, Caralry.
New York 14th llIilitia, Infantry. 8ee NetD York Troop., 84t1& &gimmt.
Niles' (Alan8oIl E.) Infantry. See U"io" Troop., Vetcrall Ruert:e Corp., 10t1& nd 11t1&
~tI.

North Carolina 36th Regiment. See Nort'" Carolina Troop., CoIIfederate, 2d Regi
_lit, Hea", Artillery.

North Carolina 40th Regiment. See Nor11& CClToliHa Troop., C()ftfederate, 3d Regi
lII6l1t, Heavy Artillery.

North Carolina 59th Regiment. See Nort'" Carolill/l Troop', CoJ&/tdBrate, 4t1& Regi
mmt, Cavalry.

North Carolina 65th Regiment. See Nort'" Carolina Troop', Co"federate, 6/1& Regi-
WI6IIt, Catlalry

Ochua' (A. A.) Infantry. 800 Florida Troop',2d Battalion.
Olcott's (Egbert W.) Artillery. Soc U.io" Troop., BegrJar., 18t ltegiWl6llt, Battery C.
Onderdonk's (Benjamin }<'.) Cavalry. See }tell' York Troop., 711& ~i_t.
Orwig's (Thomas G.) .Artillery. 8ee PllIln.ylva"ia Troop., 11' RegiJl&e1&', Bat/ery E.
Osborn's (Francia A.) Infantry. See Ma88adu",e'ts Troop., 2411& RegilMltt.
Otey's (Kirkwood) Infantry. See Virginia Troop', CONfederate, n,h, Regi_'.
OUs' (John L.) Infantry. See C01lftec/iout Troop', 10t1& &gilMnt.
Owens' (J. C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troop" C01lfetkrate, 9t1& Regi_t.
Paris' (Andrew B.) Artillery. See Stallnton Hill Artillery, po,t.
Patton's (W. Tazewell) Infantry. Seo Virginia Troop., C01lfederate, 711 .&gf_t.
Peace's (A. C.) Infantry. See 8&ltt1& Carolill/l Troops, 22d RegilMnt.
Pegram's (Richard G.) Artillery. 8ee Vil'gillia Troop', ConfedM-at6.
Peirce's (Ebenezer W.) Infantry. 8ee M/I8.ach..etts Troop., 29t1& Regi_t.
Penchen's (William) Heavy Artillery. See Nero YO/'k Troop., 13th Regifllflld.
Pennsylvania 1BtVeteran Reserves, Infantry. See PIlIl"'Y'vania Troop., 19011

Regi_'.
Pennsylvania 3d Veteran Reserves, Infantry. See Pftll.,lvaltia D-oopt, 1918'

Regilllftt.
Perry's (Edgar) Infantry. See Neto York Troop" 139th Regilllent.
Perry's (John C.) Infantry. See Maine Troop" 1itA. Regiment.
Petersburg Artillery. 8ee Virginia Troop., Confederate.
Pfohl's (W. J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troop., COllfedera~, 211t~t.
PhWip.' (Charlll8 A.) Artillery. 8ee .l{/I8.achuette TroojJ', rlfh (El 1Jottery.
Pickering's (John, jr.) Heavy Artillery.. See Mae,ach,efte D-oop., 13tA UIIGtIacMd

Company.
Pier's (Colwort K.) Infantry. 8ee Wi8collrill TroopB, 38th RegiJllftt.
Pike's (Henry C.) Cavalry. See OItio Troop., 2d Regiment.
Plimpton's (JOIliah J.) Infantry. See NtfID Hamp.hire Troop6.3d RIlf/I_t.
Pond'slFraucis B.) Infantry. See 01&io TroopB, 6U RegifMnt.
Poor's (Walter 8.) Infantry. 800 Nort'" Carolina Troop., U"ion, 2d Regi_t.
Porter's (Peter A.) Heavy .Artillery. See New York TroopB, 13th Regimft'.
Powers' (George C.) Infantry. Soe Florida TroopB, 2d Battalioll.
Pratt's (Benjamin F.) Infantry. fiet, UNioli Troop., Colored, 36th Regi_t.
Pre.lIley's (John G.) Infantry. 80e Soutlt Carolina Troop., 2511 &ii_to
Pride's (William G.) HeavY Artillery. See ConllOOticltl Troop., 18t Regimen'.
Prince's (Frederick W.) :JIeavy Artillery. See NtfID York Troop" 16t'" Regi'll&ellt, let

Eattalloll.
Pritchett's (T. J.) Infantry. Seo Georgia Troop., 64th Regimellt.
Pruyn's (Minott A.) Cavalry. Seo New York Troop., 71h Regimllll'.
Purnell Legion, Cavalry. See Maryland Troop., Union.
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Purnell Legion, Infantry. See Maryla1Ul1rooplJ, UltW1t.
Rafferty'. (Thomas) Infantry. See New York TrOOplJ, 711Jt RegifMltt.
Ramaey'. (J086ph F.) Infantry. See PnMyl"allia TrOOplJ, IB7tA RegiJlumt.
Randol'. (Alanaon M.) Artillery. See UlliOll TrooplJ, &g_karlJ. h'~, Bet

tN'Y [.

Ransom'. (Alfred) Art1llery. See New York TrooplJ, 23d Battery.
Ransom'. (Dunbar R.) Art1llery. See UltiOll Tro0p8, &gKlarlJ, 3d Regi.-t, Bat--

tery C.
Raymond'. (Jasper N.) Cavalry. See New York TrooplJ, 2d Regi_t, Mont«J RiJl-.
Read'. (John P. W.) Art1llery. Seo Virgiltia TrooplJ, -Colffedlrale, ~tA BattaUoa.
Regan'. (Peter C.) Artillery. See Nelo York TrooplJ, 7th BaUery.
Richardson'. (Lester I.) Artillery. See Ne/(l York TrooplJ, 1" &gi_t, Batter, D.
Richardson'. (Samuel W.) Infantry. See MalJlJachruetts TrooplJ, 16t1 &>giJMat.
Richmond Fayette Art1llery. See Virgi"ia Troop', eoJlfederate.
Rickett.' (R. Broce) Artillery. See P611lllJyl"aJlia Troops, 18' &gi_t, BatteTJ P.
RigS.' (William J.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d &gi_" Battery H.
Ripley'. (Edward H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troop., 9t11 Regi_t.
Rive.' (J. Henry) Artillery. See Nel.on ~rtillery, No.2, allte.
Robert.' (Joseph) Heavy Artillery. Mee P611HsglMllia Troop', 3d Regi_t.
Robertson'. (Jamee E.) Heavy Art1llery. S('6 Virginia Troops, Co.federat~, 2Ot1

BattaliOfl.
Robina' (William T.) Cavalry. See Virginia TrOOp8, Confederate, 4211 Battalio••
Robinson'. (W. J.) Infantry. See Florida TrooplJ, 2d Battalioll.
Robison'. (John K.) Cavalry. See P611nlJyl"ania TrooplJ, 16th &gi_t.
Rockwell'. (Alfred P.) Artillery. See eonll6Ct1cKt T/'oop" 18t Battery.
Rodman'. (Daniel C.) Infantry. See Co""eclicut TroOpll, 7t1& Regi_t.
Rocer.' (George) Infantry. S6e U"ioll Troopll, Colored, 4th Begi_ltt.
Roger.' (John) Cavalry. See RAode [lJla"d TrOOplJ, lat Reginllllit.
Rohrman'. (William G.) Heavy Art1llery. See P611uyl"attia TroopII, 3d RegifMltt,

Battery ~.

Rowell'. (Edward T.) Sharpshooter.. See U"ioll Troop., VOI.llleerll, 2d Regi_t.
RUMell'. (Charlee S.) Infantry. See Unum Troop', Colored, 28th RegilfUnt.
Ruuell'. (Henry S.) Cavalry. See Mallllao1lUJetl. T"OOPIJ, 5th &gi",,,,,', Colored.
Rutledge'. (B. Huger) Cavalry. See &111111. Carolilla l'rOOP', 4th Regi_t.
Rutledce'. (Henry M.) Infantry. See North Carolilla Troops, C01lftKlerate, 2511 Rrgt-

ment.
Sage'. (Harley H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 155th Regi_t.
Sampson Art1llery. See North Carolina Troops, C07lfederate.
Sanderson'. (Joseph W.) Heavy Artillery. See P611nql"allia Troop', 3d RegilfUllt,

Battery G.
Sanger'. (Joseph P.) Artillery. See U"ion TrOop8, Reg1Ilar., 1" &gi_t, BatterJD.
Savage'. (Jamee W.) Cavalry. See New York Troopll, 12tA Regilllflfd.
Schilling'. (~'ranz von) Heavy Artillery. See PflflJl8yl"lInia Tro0p8, 3d Regi_t.
Schwartz'. (Charlee) Cavalry. See Unton TrooplJ, ColortKl. ht Regi_t.
Scripture'. (Frederick E., jr.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 7t1>. lUgi-

me7lt.
Serrell'. (Edward W.) Engineers. See New York TrooplI, ht Regi_t.
Shepard'. (Allen) Infantry. See URioH Troops, Veteran lle8enJe Corp.., 2d BaU.lioll.
Shingler'. (William P.) Cavalry. See Holcombe LegiOll, allte.
Shipp'. (Scott) Cadets. See Military [nlltitllte Cadets (Va.), allle.
Shoemaker's (J. J.) Artillery. See Virgin", Troops, C07Ifederate.
Simpson'. (John G.) Artillery. See P6IInsyl"altia Troops, lit 1lfIgilllflfd, BatterJ~.
S18son's (Henry T.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode [lJkaRd TrOop8, 511 Regi_t.
Slaten'. (C. W.) Artillery. See Macoll ~rtillery,a"te.

S1088On'. (Henry V.) Engineer.. See New YOI'k 1'rooplI, 15tA RegiIMIIL
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Smith'. (Alexander D.) Infantry. See Soulh, r-arolilla Troops, :!Iitlt J:"!jillleni.
Smith'. (Francis W.) Artillery. Official designation not of reconl. Sell Franci8 W.

SmilJl.. _

Smith'. (Jnmea M.) Cavalry. See Nelo York Troop8, 25th Regime"t.
Smith'. (W. n.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, COl/federate.
Spofford'. (Winslow P.) Infantry. See Maine Troop8, 11th Regilllfnt.
Sprague'. (Augustus B. R.) Heavy Artillery. Sec Ma88achuBt'ltB Troops,2d Regi-

ment.
Stafford'. (Miohael H.) Infantry. Soo New York Troop8, 86t'" Regiment.
Stafford'. (Speucer II.) Infantry. See Union Troop8, Colored, IOtlt. Regil/lel/t.
Stanael'a (Martin L.) Infantry. See Alabama Troop8, 41st Regimellt,
Starr'. (Joseph n.) Artillery, See North Carolina Troop8, Co"f~d.:?rate, l:lth lIattalion,

BatttJrg B.
Staunton Hill Artillery. See ViI'yinia T"oop8, Confrdm·ate.
Staunton's (John Y.) Infantry. See Penll8yh'ania Troop8, 6it'" Regiment.
Stetzer. (George) Cavalry. See Pennry/rania Troop8, lIlh Reyill/fmt.
Steven.' (Aaron F.) Infantry. See Nelo Hampshire Troops, 13111, Regiment.
Stevena' (Atherton H., jr.) Cavalry. See Mfl88ach,Uletl, Troop8, 4111, J(egime"t.
Stewart'a (CharleaH.) Artillery. See New York TroOp8, 3d Reyiml'l/t.
Stewart'. (Frederick) Cavalry. See New York TrOOP8, 20th Reyimcl//.
Stewart'. (James) Artillery. See Unicm TI'oop8, Regu/ar'8, 4th 1:eyimrl/t, Tlattery 11.
Stewart'. (J. Q.) Infantry. See Floridn Troop/l, 2d Rattalion.
Stone'. (Henr.v M.) Heavy Artillery. Sco Jlu8sachu8etl, Troop8, 2d Regiment.
Strickland's (Dudloy W.) Infantry. Seo Ne10 York Troops, 4"111, Reginwllf.
Sturdivant'. (N. A.) Artillery. See Virginia Troop8, COllfederate.
Surry Artillery. See Vir.qinia p,'OOp8, Confedcmte.
Sutherland'. (Arthur V.) Infantry. Soo Vi1'ginia Tt·oops, ('OI'f,tlrrale, 46th Eeyimt>nt.
Swan'. (Henry R.) Heavy Artillery. See Kew YO/·k Troop", 8fh Rf'yimcnt.
Tabb'. (William n.) Infantry: See Virginia Troo)18, Confcderate, rmlt Rf'giment.
Taft's (Chsrles) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode I81und Troop8, Glh RCfJiment, Batterg 1.
Taft's (Edward P.) Heavy Artillery. Sce Nell' York T1'00ps, 'Jth ECfliment.
Talcott's (T. M. R.) Engineere. See Confederate Troops, Ref/ular8, 18t Regimc"t.
Taliaferro's (V. H.) Cavalry. Sea Confederate Troops, Reg"lars, 71h Regimen/.
Talley'. (William C.) Infantry. SCI' Penn8yl1'a1lia Troops, 1st Reser""s.
Tannllft's (Thomas R.) Heavy Artillery. See Ma8sachu8ett8 Troop8, 1st JieyiillCnt.
Tappen's (John H..) Infantry. Sce New York Troops, l~Oth Reyil/l(JIIt.
Taylor'. (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Ohio TrOOP8, 6'ld Regimen/.
Taylor's (William C. L.)Infantry. See Indiana Troop8, 20111 Regiment.•
Terrett'. (George H.) Marines. Seo Confederate Troops, .IraTine8.
Terry's (William R.) Infantry. SI.'O Virginia Troop8, ConfooC1'ate, 24th [(eyinlent.
Tew's (George W.) Heavy Artillery. Seo Rhode bland 1'1'00)18, Glh Regiment.
Thaxter's (Sidney W.) Cavalry. See Maine Troop8, 1st Regiment.
Thompson's (Angustus) Infantry. Sco New Jc'rsey Troop8, 91h Regiml'II/.
Thompson'. (Heury C.) Heavy Artillery. See Ne10 York Troop", WII! Uegilller.t.
Thomson'. (Jamea 'V.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, COl/federat,·.
Thornton's (Thomas R) Artillery. Sec Caroline .J.rtille,·y, (U1le.
Traver.' (GeoTge W.) Infantry. Sco NelO York Troop8, 46th Regimellt.
United Artillery. See Vil'ginia Troops, Confederate.
Upham'. (Charlea L.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, lGth Regiment.
Vodrey'. (William H.) Infantry. Seo Ohio Troops, l43d Regimen/.
Vorls' (Alvin C.) Infantry. See Ohio p,'oo)1s, 67/11, Regiment.
Wale.' (John P.) Infantry. Sco Filion Troops, Regula1's, 17/11, Ref/ill/ent.
Walker'. (Elijah) Infantry. Seo Maillc l1'o0ps, 4th Regimen/.
Walker'a (William A.) Infantry. Sl!e Mas8achu8ett8 TrOOi)8, ZItI.: Regiment.
Wallaoe'a (W. H.) Infantry. See 80uth. Carol/JIll 2l"oOP', 18'" Erglment.
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Walrath·s (Ezra L.) Infantry. SilO XCIII rork Troo}I', l1S1III'cyillteni.
Walllh's (Jamca W.) Heavy Artillery. Soo NtSllI ]'ork 17-00)111,1:11" llc-gi1l11;1I1.
Warner's (AugustusJ.) Infantry. See NCIfI York Ii'OOpB, 40th 1:"Y.lllclIl.
Warren's (ZCUM C.) Artillery. See Nmo Jer.ey n'OO)lB, 5th Battery.
Washburn's (Francis) Cavalry. See MQ8BachllBett. TrooplI, 4th ]{cg.",ent:
Washburne's (George A.) Infantry. Soo Z:nion TroopB, Veteralt lfcsI"'re CorpB, :..l(}IA

Regilllent.
Washington Artillery. See &ut1l Carolina Troop••
Watkins' (Thomall H,) Cavalry. See PUNlell IA!fJion, Camlry, ante.
Wayne's (JacobL.) Infantry. Seo Ohio Troop., 139lh lleginteJlI.
Wead's (Frederick 1".) Infantry. Soe Nt'W rork TrOOpB, 9rlt1l R,yi/lltmt.
Webb's (Lewis H.) Artillery. Soo Not·th Carolina Troop•. Con/I'derate, 1:1/" llatlalift,

Battery A.
Welling's (Josel.h) Heavy Artillery. Sre NCIII York Troops, 9th J:eyitllt!HI,
Wentworth's (Mark 1".) Infantry. See Maille 1'roop., 3ht Gnd 3'ld ]{cgllMc"t,.
West's (Robert M.) Cavalry. See Penn,ylrania Troop., 5th Rt!gifllet/t.
Wheeler's (Alger M.) Artillery. Sco Ne'll York Troop., 33d Batterg.
Whistler's (Joseph N. G,) Heavy Artillery. Sec Nelo York Troop., 2(1 ]{egitnntt.
White's (Alviu) Infantry. See NlIIII York 7)'oopB, 117th Regime"t.
Whitford's (John N.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troop" Conjedwale. (iii" RCOji.

fIIelll.
Williams' (Lewis B.,jr.) Infantry. See rirginia TrOOpB, COlljederat.fJ, 13t Ncgi,.e"t.
Wilson's (Samnel) Cavalry. See Ponn,ylvallia Troop., 8th Regiment.
Winslow's (Cleveland) Infantry. Sec Nelc York 7;-oOpB, 5th lleginle"t ( It:ltTa,,,).
Wise's (Peyton) Infantry. See Virginia Troop., CQlljedCl'ate, 46th ReVilllt'HI.
Woerner's (Christian) Artillery. See New Jer,ey TroopB,3d Battery.
Woolsey's (Henry H.) Infantry. See NlIIII Jer,ey Troop., 5th R~.ntelli.

Wright's (Joseph W. B.) Artillery. See Ma4,a(;hu.etl. Troop., 14111 Batt"!!_
Wright's (Samuel T.) Artillery. Seo Virginia Trol\jl" Confederate.
Wright's (Thomas) Infantry. Seo Union Troops. Colored, 318t Rogi_I.
zachry's (Charles T.) Infantry. SilO Georgia n·oop., 27th Regi1lU1lt.
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Brigades, Divisions, Corps, Armies, and improvised organizatIOns are "Mentioned" under nam) of com·
manding officer; State and other organizations under their official designation. (See Alternate Desig·
nations, pp. 905-914.)

Abbot, Henry L.
Corrt3ilpoudence with

Butler, Benjamiu F .•••••.•••••••••••••••.•••........••...•..... _.. _. 31
Gillmore, Quincy A .•••••.•••••..••..••••...•••....... l!64, :l1tl, 41!I, 720, 7:.1i
Hunt, Henry J _ 5lii,741
Mord'!cai, Alfred ......••..........••...... _.. __ .. _. __ .• _ . .. 720

Mentioned ......••.•••••..•.... 37,317-319, 41tl, 4<!7. 474, ·17:,. ;'2U':}fi.~, 70tl, 713, 7:)(;

Abbott, Joseph C. Mentioned ....•.....•........•... _..... .... .•.• .. .•• ••• 428
Abercrombie, John J.

A511ignment to command ••.•....••..•••..•.....•.......•...•........ , •. _ 2:i

Correspondence with
Allgnr, Christopher C •••.....••••.•••••...•.•.•.•........ _... . .. 26,1:18
Benham, Henry W ...•..•. _•.••...••...•••....•...•...•. __ 101,102, lin
Capron, Willis C ..•.••...........••....••....•••.••••..•.• __ ...•••.. 76i:l
Clendenin, David R .......................•..•.••......•......... _.. 174
Di Cesuola, Lonis P .•.......••........•.•.•...•...... _ .•...... Z77
Grant, U. S ........••........•••...............••.......... 26, G7, 100, 101,

13(',,136,139,275,276,31 :1, 364, 414, 471, [,(M, 6:l4, mo, 71f>, 717, 767, 76~, 7K.
Halleck, Henry W .. _........• 1:l7, 200, 201,232,259,260,275, 313, 36~, 512, G33
Hoffman, William ..•••......••....•...•.............••..•..•..••••. ~, 7I'J0
Hney, Pennock ...••..........•. , '" .•. "" •..•........• 7~

Meade, Goorge G _., .•. 276,364, :>63, :'91,6:14,691,702,768,775, 7i6, 7!'J5
Patrick, Marsena R ...•. _.... .••. ..•••...•... .... .... .••••. ..•.. 703
Pitkin, Perley P ..•...•••...•••....•.........••.......... ,.. ••.• 314
Pope's Point, Va., Telegraph Opcrator nt ......•...•..•••••...• ,. .... 314
Schriver, Edmnnd ..•.•..••••...•••••• 102,103,138,139,173,174,200, :.!:1:1, 2(;0
War Department, U. S ••••.•.•••••...•...•••••..•••.•••••.•.• 2[., 2G, fi7, 101

Men tioned .. ,... . ... ...••. ...••• •••••. 25, l<l'.l, 116, 138, 172, 173, 2ti7, 28.'), :1l2, 313,
410,415,506,509,564,593,620,651,669,702,724,738,758,776,782,78:1,788

Relioved from command at Whi te House, Va...... ..•• . . . .•.. .••. .. •••. .. 7;,8
Relinqnishes command at White House, Va .•..•. _.,. .••. ...• ...• •••• 786
Staff. Announcenwnt of...... ..•••• .••• .••• .•.. ..•• .•.. 512

Adams, Captain. Mentioned .•....•••...•••••.••..•...•..••....•.......... _ 560
Adams, Zachariah T. Mentioned.......................................... A!J3
Adjutant.Generat"'s Office, U. 8. A. Correspondence with

Meade, George G.... .••. .•.•..•• ••••••• •••...• .•.•.. .•• .•... ..•.•. 3:J'J
Palmer, InniH N .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• , .••• 373,424,425

(915)
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367
56i)

881
~

806

Adjutant and lnat>eCtor General's Ofllce, C. S. A.
CorI'ellpondence with

IJeauregard, G. T .••••...•••••••••••••.••••••••••• 820,841,856,874,876,878
Bragg, Braxton•••••••.•••..•.••••.••••••••••• 807, SCkl, 817, 832. tl66, 895, 8913
}'inegan, JOll6ph ". 836
Gregg, John .••••••••••••••••••••••..••.•••••••.•• ~... .••••• •••• •••• I:6-t
Imbodlln, John D ••••.•• ••• ••• ••• •••• ••••.• •••• ••••..•• ••• •••••• •••• 836
Lee, Robert E •.••••••..••.••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••• 836,897
War Department, C. 8 ...•••••.•• '" .•••.•.••••••••.••..••••••••••• 878,897

Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 117, 799; No. 118, 812; No. 119, 825 ;
No. 120, 8'n; No. 121, 831; No. 123, 840; No. 124, 844; No.
125, 850,856; No. 126,l:!5i; No. 127,864; No. 129, 872; No.
130,873; No. 132, 879; No. 133, 882; No. 134, &n'; No.
135,890.

.Aiken, Rup :It.
COlT88pondence with

Bragg, Braxton •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• ••••••. .••••• .••••. •••• .... •••• sst
FerbnliOn, Thomas B............ •••••. ••••••••.••.•••••. •••• 853
Miller, L. P. .••• •••• •••• •••••. •..•••.........•.•.• tlS3

Mentioned •••••• : ••••••••••• , •.••••••••••••••••••••••..••••.•.••••.•.. 209,853
Ainaworth, Captain. Mentioned.... .••• .••••• ••••••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••••• 515
Alabama Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light-8atteries: Montgomery True Blue.. 892.
Infantry-8attalions: 23d Sharpshooters, 862. Regiments: 11th, 411;

41st, 43d, tlO'2; 59th, 3S8,~6'l; 60th, 861, 862,9O'.l.
Albany, City of, Steamer. Mentioned .
Albemarle, C. S. S. Mentioned...... •••• •••• •..••. .••••. • .•....•••••
Ale.zander, E. Porter. Mentioned ••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••.•••..••
Alexander, G. W. Mentioned •.••••••.••••••••••••••••.•••••.•..•••.•••••
Alexander, W. D. Mentioned .
Alford, Samuel M:.

Correspondence with John W. Turner.•••••••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••• 266,284
M!lntioned .••••• •••••• •• •••• •••• •• •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 430

Allen, Edward S. Correspondence with Amos S. Kimball .••••• •••••• •••••• ~1

For <.ther correspondence, see QlUlr'-Mter·GI'1In'afB 01fi~,(', U. s. .<f.
Allen, Richard J. Mentioned.... •••• .••••• .•.• .••••• .••••• .... ...... •••••• 432
Allen, Robert C. Mentioned ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• ~.. •••••• •••• •. 175
Ames, Adelbert.

COlT88pondence with
Brooks, William T. H •••••• •••• •••• ••• ••• •••••• •• . •••••• •••• 107
Butler, Benjamin F .•• ••• •. •.•• .•• ••• •••• 39,143
Drake, Jeremiah C , ••.. _..........•.••.. - _..............•
Gillmore, Quincy A •••••••••.........•••............. _. i3, 107,142,143,241
GU88, Henry R .
Smith, William F. •••• 4 ,469, 5()!), 590, 27.
Terry, Alfred H .

Mentioned .•.•••.••...••... :'l'.l-.1:1, :ltl, 40, 70-7:1, lOS, 202, 2.16-239, 244, _ 3.
282-284,319,320, 37:l, 410, 4:10, 473,506, 512, 552, 556, 563, 5 ,687, 1.J9, i"

Ames,JohnW.
COlT88pondence with

Butler, Benjamin F •••••••••. . .. .••. ...... ...... 422,475,522,
Dnncan, Samnel A '" ...............••..•....
Hinke, Edward W •••• .•.••. •••••. ,321,372,422,4, 75
Norton, Lemnel B .•••••••••..•••....•.•...• , .

llentioned.... •••. .••••. •• .••••• .. . •... 21,4113,
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Pace.
887
191
429

l'.

Anderson, Aroher. Mentioned .....••••••••••••••••••••••• """ ••.•• , ••..
Anderson, Edmund. Mentioned .
Anderson, Hiram, Jr. Mentioned .
Anderson, Richard H.

Assignment to command ...... •••• .••••• .••••• .••• •••••. •.•. ••.. ••.• •••• 873
Correspondence with

Breckinrid~e,John C ..••••.•••••...•..••..••...•••...•••••• ~.•••• 839,840
Early, Jnbal A •••••••..•....••••••.•..•....•.••..• , ••••• , ••••••••• 838, tl54
Field, CharlA8 W .••••....•...........••..••••....•...••••..••.••• BOO,895
Gregg, John.... •.•••• .... ...•.. ..•••• ••••...... .....•.•••.. .••• .••• 880
Kershaw, Joseph B .........•• , .••••..•••••........••..••••••••••• 845, H80
Lee, Robert E ...... ••.. .••••• .•.•.. .••. .••... ...... •.••.• .•..•. •••• 802,

814,815,823,824,826,828,834,837,838,~,847,851,855,858,d96

Pickett, George E •••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••• • ••• 1:143
Rodtlll, Robert E...... ••.•..•••. .••• •••••• .••••• ••.•..•••••. •••• •••• 846

Mentioned .................• ,... ...•.. •... .••••. ...... .•...• .... •••• •••. 436,
746,781,814,837-840,843,844,848,854,855,8&~,8b7,869,873,B77,878

Andersonville, Ga. John H. Winder &8Iligned to command of ..•..• 872
Andrew Hurder, Steamer. Mentioned.... .••• .•.• ..•••. ..•. •... .•••. .•.... 770
Andrews, John N. Mentioned .••••. •..•.• .••• 274
Angel, Ashbel W. Mentioned ...... .•... .•.. ••.. ...• •••. ..•••. ...•.. 185
Angel, James R. Mentioned....... •..... ..•••. .. .•.• .••••. ....•. .••••. 4:10
Archer, F. H. Mentioned 892,1l97
Armies of the United States.

Orders, Circnlnr, series I864-6rant : May 22, 77.
Orders, Special, series 1864-6rant: No. 23, 2[;; No. 25, 466; No. 25" 169;

No. 26, 494 j No. 27, 569; No. 28, 600; No.3!, 710; No. 34, 758.
Armistead, A. D. Mentioned...... ••.• ..•• ...•.. ...• .•••.. ...•.. •••• 8&~

Armistead, Lewis A. Mentioned... ... ..•... .•.. ... ••. .•.... .... ••••.• 175
Arms, Ammunition, etc. Boo MlIlIiti01l8 of Jral·.
Armstrong, James B. Mentioned .•..••••.•.•.....•.•••••...•...••..••••• 739,757
Army Corps, 1st. (Confederate.)

Auderllon, Richard H., assigned to temporary command of.. .... .••••. •••• 873
Kersbaw, Joseph R, assilPled to command of McLaws' old division. ••• ••• 87a

Army Corps, 2d. (Confederate.)
Cox, William R., &8Iligned to temporary command of Ramseur's brigade,

Rodllll'division.......... •... ...• .•.•.. ...... ...... .••••••. .... 874
Early, Jubal A., ll88igned to temporary command of..•......••.•..•.••• 846,87:1
Grimcs, llr)'an, &8Iligned to command of Daniel's old brigade, RodM' divill-

ion .....•....•......•......•.•.....•..•.........••...••••.•••• 873
Lewis, William G., &8Iligned to temporary command of Pegram's brigade,

Early's division """ .••••. ...••. ..•••. ..•••. 874
Ramseur, Stepben D., 888igned to temporary command of Early's division. 874
'Toon, Tbomas F., &8Iligned to temporary oommand of Johnston's brigade,

Rodes' division.. .••• ..•. .•.... .•.•.. .••••. ...• 874
York, Zebulon, llB8igned to temporary command of Hays' and Stafford's

brigades, Gordon's division.. •••• ...... ••••.. .••••• •••••• .••••• 874
Army Corps, 3d. (Confederate.)

Conner, James, assigned to temporary command of McGowan's brigade,
Wilcox's division .• •... .•.•.. •••• .... ...•...•.•.. .... ..••.. Si3

Early, Jubal A., relieved from command of .•....•••.... , .•. •........ .•.. 814
lo'ry, Birkett D., aB8iglled to temporary command of Walker's brigade,

Hetb's division ..•.•..••••..... ,. ...• .•.• ...••... &l3
Mabone, William, aBIIigned to tempor~y command of Anderson's division. 873
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Pap.
Armv Corps. 5th. (Union.)

Crawford, Samuel W., 888igned to command of!!d Division of •••••• •••••• 495
Lockwood, Henry H.

A8lIigued to command of 2d Division of """ .••• .•.• ..• ••• •• • ••. ••. • ~

Relieved from command of 2d Divillioll of. .•• Oo •••••••••••••••••••• 494. 4~
Army Corps. 9th. (Union.) Alllligned to Army of the Potomac. .. ••.. ...... Hi!!
Army Corps, lOth. (Union.) Joshua n. Howell RMnmes temporary com·

IIIlmd of lilt Di vision of.... .••• • .••••. .•.••• .••••• •••••• .••••. '157
Army Corps, 18th. (Union.)

Vcnmll, Charlell, jr., allIlignell to command of 3d Division of.... •••••• •••• 3i'J
Hospital organization of. Communication from William }o'. Smith. .••••• 41
Martindale, John 11., nssi~tlC1 to command of 211 Division of . ••• ••. •••••• :u
Trausfer of, to Army of the Potomac. Communicationll from

Butler, Benjamin F . •••• •..• •..• ••• ••• .•.••. ...•.• •••••• 286
Grant, U. S '.... 2d5
Smith, William}' ~,~

Army of the James. See Jamu, .irmy lJf tllc.
Army Transportation. See MUlIiti01t8 of War.
Army, U. S. Co-operation of, with Navy. Commnnications from

Butler, Benjamin}o' __ __ 476,477,514,515,565,692
Vodgl', George S ...••••• .•..•. ..•.•. .•..•• ••••• 515
}'uller, Charles E "" 477
Lee, S. Phillips -- 513,ti92

Arnold, Abraham K. Mentioned ".'" 739
Aach, M. J. Mentioned -- """ •••••. 744

For correspondence 11.8 A. A. A. G., Ilee .t111gllst V. KaNtz.
Asch. MorrisJ. M..utioned...... ...••. .•..•. ...••. .•.••. ..•. .••••• 376
Ashby, George E. Mentioned __ __ " 430
Atkinson, John W. Mentionl·ll. 8O'J,811,8lij
Atlanta, U. S. S. Mentioned ....•.....•••.•••••.•••••.••.•......••.•• """ :tll
Atlantic, Steamer. Mentioned............................. ..•...•••••••.• 476
Atwill, James W. Meutioned _.. •••• .••• .••••• 43'l
A.lgur, Christopher C.

Correspondence with
Abercrombie, John J ..•.•.........•..........................•••..• 26,131:1
Grant, U. S __ ••• .•••.• 738
Halleck, Henry W •••. •• __ • .••••• •.•. •••• 138,172,173,200,260, 5!l'J

~Ientiollll(l. __ 26, li5, :t45, 415, 6:l4
Avery, Isaac E. Mentione,l. ....•. .••..• ..•••. .•••.. ..•. .••.•. •••• li5
Avery. Martin P. Mentiolled .....• , ••..• -••• .••••• .•.. .••. ..•.•. ...... •••• 587
A. Winants, Steamer. Mentiollcd.................................... . •. •. 1'5,235
Aylett. William R. Mentioncu._ ---- .-_... Ii
Ayres, Romeyn B.

Correspoudence with Charles Ori rn u _''''
Mentioll6l1. __ . _ 93,131, :Uli, :I!l;•. :.;8, :>80, 614, 67. _,731. i:

Babcock, Charles A. Mentioned __ __ _•. __ ( "
Babcock, Orville E.

Correspondence with John A. Rawlins _ _ .
Mentioncd "" _ 5,li,3',ltJl,

For other correspondcnc,', bnl l'. '. UraNt.

Bache. Franci5 M. ~ll'lItioned -- - """ 1:-
D~C:(;cr, William. M"lIliolll'd , " __ " _ 11",144
lkdgea. 1"'~i~lIs fur. <':Ollllllllllicatinn from 'William .F. lllilh .....••. """
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Bailey, Edward L. Mentioned............................................ 429
Baird, Thomas S. Correspondence with Lemllel n. Nortoll 741
Baker, John A. Mentioned · 80il,~19,821

Baker, Lawrence S. Mentioned , .......•...•••.. B;li, &!7
, Baker, Leroy A. Ment ioned _ , .•. ...• .•.•.. 428

Baldwin, Briscoe G. Correspondenco with
Ordnance Department, C. S. A. ...•.. .•. •.. 889
Peudleton, 'Villinm N ,. ..•••. .•••.. ....•. t:ltlrl

Ballenger, Marcus R.o Mentioned...... ..•......... ....•. /'lol2
Banes, Charles H. Mentioned ...•.•...••... •.•.... 33'.l
Bankhead, Henry C. Mentioned _... 198
Banks, Nathaniel P. Mentioned ..•....... , 314,524
Banta, William C, Correspondcllce with WilliarD W. Rouinson _.. :'9
Barham, Theodore G. Mentioned ................••.............•• _. B132, 1*33, 893
Barker, Theodore G. For correspondence all A. A. G., scc Wade Hamp/oll.
Barker, Thomas M. Mentioned................................ ••..... •••. 840
Barlow, Francis C.

Correspondencc with
Beaver, J amClI A..•••••••••.•••••••••••••••.•.•••••••••••.••••..... 673,711
Hancock, Winfield 8 217,252, 29'J, 3:12,

33.1,3.'11, :*'5, 3l'l6, 435, 4:17, 43t:l, 44:1, 444, 4H4, 4l:l!i, fla3, 574,646,672, 697,712
Holland, John E .•••••.••••.•••••....••... -... •• .•. ••. .••.•• ••.• 3'25
Milcs,Nel!lonA 749

Mentioned 9,10,48,4\1,116,123.151-1:;3,155,156,105,187,188,21:1,
215,216,247,2:'2,269,290,295-298. 300, 30~, :IUli, :107, 324-330, 334, 37B-:kl3,
387,406,435,4:17,438,442-444,446.481, 484-48ti, 5'l4, 525, 527, 529-534, 5,1ll,
547,552,572,574,575,603,606,607,641,64:1,.648,671,673, 713, 759-761

Barnard, James M. Men~ioned '" ••• . ••. .•• ••• 474
Barnard, John G.

Correspoudence with
Grant, U. S 68,637
Halleck, Hlmry W 140, 177, ~O'.l

Mentioned _.. 44,114, It!2, 375, 600, 69", 710
Barnes, John S. Mentioned 47li,477
Barnes, Joseph X. Mentioned _.. _. . ..•••. . . •••. 138, 173,661
Barnum, Joseph H. Mentioned...... ...••• •••••.. 432
Barringer, Rufus.

A88ignment to command ........•.........•......•..••....•...•. _.. ...••. 873
Mentioned _...............•......•••..' , .•.. 8i:l

Barry, Lieutenant. Mentionell............................. ••. ...•.. .••.... 9'2
Barry, James E. Mentioned. ••... .••. .......• .••• 875
Barry, John D.

Correspondence with Cadmus }J. 'VilcOA 80:1,806
MOil tiolled ..•.............•.... , ,. . . . . .. .•.... ...•. ti03,!:105

Barstow, Simon F. Por correspolldclll·llll.~A. A. G., HCC George G. •lfmde.
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Fuller, Charles E. •••• .••••• •••• •.•• •••• •••••• •••• •••• 30"

31,171,280,315,416,477,515,566.594,635,704,143,~,7i~

Garrard, Jeptba •••• •••• .••• .••• •••••. •••• 4~

Gillmore, Quincy A 34-38,69-11,104.
105.141,142,178.1~,202,236-238.262-264,2 2.283.316-318.369.370,417
419,473,414,515-518,566,567,595,635.636, 705,718-720,742,756,712,773

Grabam, Charles K •••• •••• •••••. . .. . .•. ...•.. .... . .... .... .. 42
Grant, U. S 662,691,754,769,177,792, 79:1
Haines, Joel...... .••••• •••. .•.• .....• .... .•.... .... 771
Halleck, Henry W 176,234.235,261,27
Hinks, Edward W. .••• ••.• •••• •... .•.. ...•.. .•.. ... .•. 75, 112,

181,243,244,266,287,288.320.420.421.475,521-523,636,694,707. 743,757
Jackson, Richard H.... ..••.. ...•.. 317
Jamestown, Vo., Tcle~raph Operator at. •.•. .... 597
Kautz, AUgollt V __ . . .. . 43,266,7 ,743
Loa, S. Phillips.•••••.•••••..•••....•.. __ .. 29. 104,368,476,477,514, (;{j5. 69'.2
Libeau, Cbarlell H _ _.•.. ..•..• .•. . 597
Myers, ?rI. H.... .••••• .•.. ....•. .••. ...•.. .... :11&
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Butler, Benjamin r.-Continned.
Correspondence ~th

Norton, Lemnel B •••. •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••• . •••••• •••••• 423,663,771
O'Brien, Richard.. .••••• .••••• •••. .••••• .••••. •.••.. 635
Palmer, Innis N....••••....•••..•••••••••••••••...•........... 322,425,597
Pond, Francis B .....•.•.••• •••. ...••.••.•••.•••..••••••..........•. 241
Quartermaster·General's Office, U. S. A 29,279
8errell, Edward W .•..••..••••.••.•....•.....•...•.•. , ...• 179
Sheldon,George D ........•....•.••.••••.•.....••.......•.. 262,281,417,756
Shepley, George F 43, i6, Wi, 637, 664
SI088On, Henry V "" ...•..• _. "" ' 662'
Smith, William F , ..•.• , ...•.•.••.............•....•....... "" 36,

40,73,74,104,108,109,144,180,203,204,237,241,285-281,715
Spear, Samnel P ...........•...... """ .... .•••••.... ..••.. .•.. .... 744
Spriug Hill, Va., Commanding Officer at. .•.. ...••. ...• .... .••• ..••.. 5\!2
Steere, William H. P .......••••..•• , .....•.•..•....•••........ 112,373,597'
Sumner, Charles """ .••.•• .•.. •.•• .•.. ••••.•.••. .••.. ..•... 140
Terry, Alfred H ..............•.•.•.••......••••.....••. 39,239,517,636,721
War Departmcnt, U. S ..•.•..•.• .......•........•.......••••.•••.••. 28,

104,175-177,201,233,234,278,314,315,366,367,415,514,704,717,740
'Veitzel, Godfrey...... ..•.••.•.••• ...•...... .•.• .••••.. .•.. 32
Wild, Edward A ••••••.•••••••••.•.•....••.••.••....•..•.•••..•••. 111,420
Wilson, Henry ..••••••••.•••.••••••••••......•.•...•.••.......•.•.• 68.279

Meutloned ••••...•...•.••••• 30,31,35,37-40,45,70, TJ, 76, 77,84,108,109,114,115,
140,141,143,140,178-180,183,202-204,207,219,238,241,245,262-264,266,
278,279,281,282,285,317,~l2,3G6,369,370,372,373,41G,418,419,4~,472

476,513.518,519,523,528,564,592-695,~~,633,635,63i,~I,694,707,708.

71;',716,720,725, 743,744,754,769,770,712,819,~26,835,84~,850,863-865
Staff. Annonncement of ..• , ..••••••...........•....•••....•••.••••. "" 742

Butl,er, Prancis W. Mentioned...... ..•• .••. ...••. .••••... ..•• ..••.. 626
Butler, Lewis. Mentioned ...•.....•....•.••.... "" ...................•. 520,567
Butler, Matthew C. Mentioned ..••••.......•....•...... 469, 72fi, 795, H:r~. S:;~, 873
Butler, William. Mentioned ...•..••...•••..••.•.... 813, ~~I, 8:13, t:l:".o, 856, 800,1;66
Butterfield, Francis W. Mentioned........................................ 85
Byrnes, Richard. Mentioned .•••• , .•.••• .... ...• .... ...... ..•• .••. ..•. .... 252
Cadwalader, Charles E.

Correspondence with George G. Meade. ...• ..••.. .... ...• .... .•.• .... .... 456
Mentioned .•.•••........••.•...•...••.......•.......•••...• , .... , .. [>8,147,544

For other correspondence as A. D. C., IltlO George a. Meade.
Caldwell, A. H. Correspondence with Thomas T. Eckert .•.......•••..••• ,. 321
Caldwell, J. r. Corr6llpondcnce with Charles T. Mason. ..•••. ..•••• .••••• .. 845
Cam~ron, J. Prank. Mentioned .....•... _ ,.. .••• .••••• ....•. .... 744
Cameron, William H. Mentioned....... . . .•. ..•. .. ..•.•. ..•••. 739
Campbell, Edward. Mentioned _ 428
Campbell, John C. Mentioned ....•.................. "" 429
Canby, Edward R. B. MentionClI ,. _ _ 314';,109,665
Cannon, Douglas C. Mentioned "" _... 842
Capron, Willis C.

Correspondence with John .J. Abercrombie ...•.••.•..••.•••••••••. ,... 768
Mentioned i67.776

Carleton, Charles A. For correspondenee as A. A. A. G., 866 AdIllb/lTt .dmf-3.
Carna~e, William T. Mentioned •••••• ..•••• •••••. ..•• .••••• .••... .•. ..... 744
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Carr, Joseph B.
Correspond\'nctl with George Jo'. Shepley.... .•.•. •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• 6&l
Mentioned , ..••••.••.• 2~1, 4:n

Carrington, Henry A. Mentioned.............. ••• •••• ••. ••.•.•. .•.••. •••• 175
Carter, Solon A. Fnr corresJlondencll as A. A. A. G., sell Edtttard W. lliRb.
Cary, N. R. Ment,inned !lO9,86~

Cary, R. Milton. Mentioned..................... .•• ••. •••••• •••••. ••• .. 175
Cassels, John.

Correspondence with Heuj.unin F. Bntlcr ...... '.' . ••• .••••. •••••• •••• .•.. 771
Mentioned ...... ••.. •..• •.•• .... .•..•• •••• ..•... .•..•• .... .... .••. ...... 316

Castle, Davis E. Correspondence with Gouverneur K. Wanen.... .•.•• . ...• 391
Catlett, Ra H. Mentioned........................... ••• .•.••• ..•• .. •••. ... . 873
Cavada, Frederick F. Mf\nt.ioned ...... ...... ...... .... ...•. .•••.. .... . .•. 575
Cavalry Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. Rufus Barringer aIlSigncd to

command of Gordon'll hrigade, William H. Jo'. Lee's division •••• 873
Cavins, Elijah H. C.

Correspondeuco with Ambrose E. BUrJIRide... •••. .••••• .•••••.•• ••• .••••• ,>52
Mentioned 174, 529, :,~O, 5.'>0. 739

Caw, David J. Mentioned ~ •••.•..••••• '" .•• i:J8
Chamberlain, Stilamer. Ment,iooed ,...... 777
Chamberlaln, Abial G. Mentioned 2~:l. 430
Chamberlain, Joshua L. Mentioned 6l3,fl.",:l,7oo
Chamberlain, Samuel E.

Correspondcnce with Henry E. DavieR, jr.... .••• 413
Mentiontld .••.•. •.• .•.• i91

Chambliss, John R., je. Mentioned 44, ;,10. 901, 903
Chaplin, Daniel. Mentioned........ . .••••• . ••••• •••••• •••••. •.•• 291:'1,300,761
Chapman, George H.

Corrf'spondenco with
GI'iffin, Charh,s :.... •..• tr17
Wil6on, JamoH H 716,736, 73i

Mentione<l. 312, 363,510,r.II,562, iOU, 710, 76:!, 767
Cherry, John N. Mentioned... ••• .••••• •..• .•••.. .••••• ...... .... .. 630
Chesnut, James. Ment.iont'd.......... . . ••• .••. •••• .....• •••• •••••. .••••• .• 832
Chew, R. Preston. Ment,ioned ~7,~

Chickopee, U. S. S. Mentioned '" ••• •••• 565
Chilton, R. Ii. Mentioned... ... .. .••. •••• •••••• •••• .. •••. ...••• .••••. •••••• 813
Choate, Francis C. Mentionc(}...... .... .... .••••• .••. ... ••• .... .••••. • .•• 430
Choppin, Samuel. Mentioned .. • . •• ..•••• •••••• •••• •• •• •• •• • • •• •••• f:l87
Christ, Benjamin C.

CorresJlondenee with Orlando B. Willcox...... 75ll
Montioned , 465, 62:~, ()BI,~, 686

Christian, C. B. Mcntionml. 3:;2,390, 3v-2
City of Albany, Stl·llmo'r. M,"'tioncol........ . :J67
City Point, Va., Commanding Officer at. Correspoudl'nco with 13 'ujallliu F.

Butler 75.111
Claassen, Peter J. •

Correspondence with
Holden, William.................... •... 24"
Palmer, Innill N : i6,~.tr.

Mcn tioned '" . .. . . . . -1:1'1
Clapp. Channing. For correspondence :IR A. A. G., see R 1/1',1/ 11'. Benh~lllt.

Clapp. Dexter E. Mel!tione<l , , ••• •••• •••. 31
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Page.
Ciark, Gideoll.

Corresponuenco with Davill A. Rostl611 ..••••..••.•••••..••.• __ •.. .•.•.••. 49d
Mentioned _ -... ...•.... .•.• .••••. .. •••......... 764

Clarke, George J. Corn'!lpondence wilh
Meade, G"OI"g1l G ..... "_'" ....................•............ _.......••. 45,f>2
Warren, GOllvllrnenr K _ , _. .•.. ~r;7

Clarke, Haswell C. Mentioned , •.................•.• 6112.744
Clarke, Robert. Mentioned _ _.•........... _..... 2:12
Clarke, William J. Mantiono.I _..•....................... _... 17"
Clarke, Will W. Mentioned __ 4:.1:!

Clay, H. L. Mentioned - """ H7tj

Clendenin, David R.
Correspondence with John J. Abercrombie ...•..... - _•. _.. 174
Mcntiollell ......••...... _ _ _ - '._ :!76,7:11'l

Cline, Milton W. Mentioned _..... .•.•..... ...• liO
Clingman, Thomas L. Mentioned .... - ......•..•.•............... "" o. •••• 141,

176,411,469,528,601. 72;'.~17-HI9,B21,~35,842,S;I~
Clothing, Camp and Garrlaon Equipage. See Muni/ioHS of War.
Coale. John H. Mentioned ... _.....•.............. , .. _..........••........
Cochran, Thomas A. Mentioned , ....................•••.......
Cae, William H. Mentioned .........•........•.... , - '" _ _•..
Copwell, Milton. Mentioned .•.•...• o. - •••••• - ••• , ••••••••••• :.. •••• ••••• 274
Coit, Charles M. Mentioned .•••.••••.............••................ ""'" 429
Cole. Lielll.cnant. Mentioned._ ••......••••.•••••••. , ...• .... ...• .•.• .•..... "f,l)

Cole. George W.
Correspondence with William F. Smith .....• _ , .....•......•.....•.. 180,204
Mentioned ........•.......• , .. .•.. .•• .•. ....•• 235, 2:16. 428, 77·\

Collins, ---. Mentioned .•....... ,.. ..•. ...••. 322

Collins, Arnott D. Mentioneu ....••.........•........................••• _. \!:l
Collins, Charles R. Mentioned ...••.... - -. '-' -- - .•.. !I'J

Collins, Patrick. Mentioned .. - ............••..•••.•.. ,... ..•••. . ..••.. 7:3~

Collis, Charles H. T. Mentioned -.... ••. ...• .••••. ••.. 528
Colquitt, Alfred H. Mentioned ......• _. 170,366, :l67, 811, 817-!:l19, 8"21, 823, 835, f!42
Colston, Raleigh E.

A88iJtnment to command .•.••...•.•......•.•••.•••••• ,.. .••••.. ..•••• 89(j

Correspondence with William H. C. Whiting .....••••.. _. _.. . .... .... H2:l

Mentioned _.. , .............•...... _ "'" H:13, 835, 836, 850, 856, !"VI;
Commager, Henry S. Correspondenco with Alfred H. Terry _.. liIi:l
Commisaary-General's Office, U. S. A. Corro!lpondencl> with HenryW. Hal-

leck ..•... ...••. .•.. ....•. ...•.. ..•••. •••... 31:!
Comstock, Cyrus B.

Correspondence with U. S. Grant ....••.••.......••••....••••••. _. ••. .... 7m
Mentioned ...............••...........•••. """ 5, 1&l,662, 717, 718, 74:" 7:,4, it.i~1

For other corre!lpondence as A. D. C., !ICC U. S. Gran/.
Conduct of the War. Communications from

H"allreganl, G. T ••••...• -. •.... •••..•.... •... .••••.. •... Mo-lli

Grant., U. S ..••• , •••••. "" •••.••..••. _•••••••••••••••••••••.••••• f>!).oj,5!1'J,6H'l
Confederate Troops. Ment,ioned.

CnvallJ'-Regiments: 7th, 89:1
Engineers-Regiments: 1st, b43.
Jnfalltry-Battalions: 1st, 850; Marines, 8~1, H9:1.

for Volunteers, 1166 respectivo StIlles,
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Confederate TrOOp8. Mentionell-Continued.
Organization, strength, etc.

North Carolina and Southern Virginia, Department 0(•••••• 817, l:l18, 890-893
Richmond, Depart.ment of.... .••••. .••••• ...••• .••••• • .• •••• •••••• l:l61,862

Be-organization of artillery. Communications from
Bragg, Braxton ••••••••••••••.•••••.•••....••••.•••.••••••.•••••.•• ,. 88i
Davis, Jefferson...... •••• •••• .••••. ••.... .•••••• .••••• •••• •••••• Ba2
Lee, Robert E •.•• .••• .••••. .. .••. .... .••. . . . . .. .••••• ..•• .. . . •• 88l!
Pendleton, William N •.•••• .••• •••• •••• ••.. .••••. .••• •••• •••••. •... . 8iI)

Conger, Everton J. Mentioned •••..•••.•••• , •••. . .•. •••• .••. •••• ••.• ••.••• 427
Conine, James W. Mentiou6(l..................... ••.• .••• ..• ••. •••. . •. ••• 430
Connecticut Troop8. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy-Regiments: 1st, 39, i:.!, 236, 420,427,567, 741 ; 2d, 665,713,
738,741.

Artillery, Light-Batterie.: let, 284,428.
Cavalry-Regiments: 1st, 656.
Infantry-Regiments: 6th, 428; 7th, 428,516-518, 5:lO. 868; 8th, 429; 10th,

240,264, 421!; 11th, 429; 15th, 16th, 43'.l; 218t, 429.
Conner, James.

Assignment to command................................................ m
Mentioned ...• ..•••• .••• . ••• .•• ••• •••• ..•. .... .•.. ..•. .•• • •• •. •.•• .. • • •• 873

Conner, Stephen. Mentioned...... •••• •••••• •.•••• •• ..•.•. ••• ••. . . •••• •••• 738
Conover, William H. Mentioned.... .••••• •••••••• •••• •••••• •••• •••• •••••• 736
Conrad, Holme8. Mentioned... ••• .•. ••• .•• ••• . ••••• •••• •••• •••• .••••• •••• 873
Cooke, John Esten. Corre8pondence with Willianl N. Pendleton. .••• &30,847, 8tl3
Cooke, John R. Mentioned. ••• •••• .••••• . .. • . •..••. ...•.. ••. •.•• . . • ••• 862,903
Cooper, Frederick. Mentioned. ••• .••• .... •.•• .... .••. .•.. .••• .••••• 761
Cooper, Samuel. ~'or correspondence, etc., 110O .Adjutant alld lfUlpeclor G".·

eral', Office, C. 8 . .d.
Cooper, William C.

Corre!lpondence with Benjamin 1". Butler " •••• 771
Mentioned .••••. .••• .••••. •••• •••• •• •••• •• ••• • . ••••• •••• •••••• • ••• 739

Cope, Emmor B. Mentioned. ..•••• •..•.••..• ••.••• .•••.. .••••• .••••• 6i4
Coppens, Alfred. Mentioned .••• ...• . • . ••• •••• •• •••• ..•••• •• • . •. . • • • •. .••• l:l92
90rley, Jame8 L. Mentioned.............. .••• ••... .•• ••• ••• ••• •••• .••• •• •• 847
Cormack, Robert P. Mentioned.. ...• •••• •••• •••• •••••• 739
Corse, Montgomery D.

Correspondence with John C. Brcckinridge . ••• .••••• ...... •••••• •. 816
Mentioned 84. 141, 175,799,016

Coughlin, John. Mentioned................................................ 4l!!1
Councill, J. Calvin. Mentioned..................... •••• .... •••• •••• •••• •••• 891
Court of Inquiry. Case of Seth If. Badoo.

Detail for -- . . .. . . •. .•.. 0
Ordered to convelie. . . ••• .••••• •• ••.. .. . . .. .••• '" _. . 0
Order for, revoked •..•......••••... " ..... , ,.. .. ...••• .... .. 13

Cox, James H. Correspondence witli War l)opartlllellt, C. SoO" .... .•. •••.. !l()()

Cox, Richard H. }o'or correspondence Uti A. D. C., 8ee G. W. ClIBtiB Lee.
Cox,WilliamR.

Assignment to comman(l.... .••• . .. . . . . . .. .. . .•.••. .. . . .•.. . 14
Mentioned 14

Craft, David L. Correspondeuce with L"'"11C] II. Norton '" 7I ,741
Craig, John N. For correspondence us A. A. G., /leu HCllry J. HUllt.
Crandell, Levin. Mentioned .••••... , ".
Crane, Jamea P. Mentioned.. •••• •••••• . .•.... •••••• .••••• .•• ••. :2
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Crapeey, Edward. Mtlutiouo~...••• •••• .•.••• .••••• .••• •••• •••• .••• ••.• ... 670
Crawford, Samuel W.

A.llIIi~nmeutto cowwau.L •••.•••.••••• -..... .•••••.... ...• .••••• .••• 495
Correspondence with

BateB, Jaines L ••••...•.•..•...•••. - - .. __ ....•....... _ . !)'J,94
Griffin, CharllJll .•••.•...••••....•.. - , ..•• ..•... ..•... IGU, :i4U, :j,j0
.Meade, George G ......••••..••••.•..... - __ .....•• 544, Gtll
Warren, GOllvtlrneur K 11,15,59, ()3,

94,131,1~~, 162-164, 195,305,350-352,:~,397,4!l6,497,543,615,616,652
Mentiontld 5,12,13,15,

56,57,59, !H, 126, 130, 1~1, 146, 14i3, 155, 157-161, 1Ii4,It:7-Hi9, l!JO,191, 2"~
~!<!4, 254, 300, 301,304,305,324, 33li 339,345,317,349, 3i,O, :i5'l, 376, 3B7, :1tlU
39I,393,3()5,3~i,398,3!l9,404,452,495,537,541,611,614,67~,7~1, 7ij2, 7ti3

Crawley, William J. Mentioned...... .•••. •.•••• ..•••• ..•• .•.• ...••. ...••• 892
Crittenden, Thomas L.

Correspondence with
Bllrnsil!e, Ambrose l~ ..••••..•••. 20,65, ()7, 134, I()J, 199, 2"19, 460, 46:1, 504, 6Ii4
Uichardson, Henry H ..•.........•.••......................... __ .... 65

MtlutioIlOO .. 9O-9l:!, 13·1,155, l[)1i, 159, 160, 163, 16-1, Hj7-17I1,I~ItI, ~!l:!,1!l4, l!J!i, W7,211,
215,219, 221, 2"~4, 2'lti, 2"_'!I, :.!r';}-'l!i~, 27'l, :1::;" :J4i" :14li, ;Ii,~l, :1%, 404, 41~J, 44~,

46:>, 5Ot, 577, 584, 587,617, 62'l, w3, Gi,i" ();",7-lii,9. 6OU,li..i:I-:;.-';;. G()!)...701, 714
Crook, George. Mtlntioued - __ 3.569, G65
Cross, Nelson. Melltiontld Ii:!, 1G6. 764
CroBB, Richard E. Mentioned _.. 2:13,:J66
Cullen, Edgar M. Meutioned -- __ .. 42'J
Cumberland Point, Va., Commanding Officer at. CorrcspOllllcnce with

Geor~e W. Getty ~.. .. .. 7t*!
Cumming, James D. Mentioned ~ _. . r 91

..cummings, Emo7' Mllutiollml - -- : - ...• 43J
Cummings, J. Frahk. }'or correspoudenco as A. A. A. G., Bee Samuel 1'. S/Jear.
Curtin, Andrew G. Mentioned _.. 315
Curtin, John I. Mentioned __ ill, !J,"', :\liO, "i,l, U;)d, 700
Curtis, N. Martin. Montiuntll1 4:30,50'J
Cushman, Oliver T. Meutioned -..... .••••• .•. . .••. 561
Custer, George A. Mtmtioned , ...••..•••..•.•.. GG 98, 171,41~
Cutler, Lysander.

Corresl'0Dllence with
Osborn, Georgo B............ ••. ...••.•••• . 4,,3
\Vl1rflln, Gouvuflleur K ....• 15, !14, Ul, Hil, HI:I, :l;,:!, :15:1, :1!1j"-'I!I:J, 4i,4, 581, li16

MlJlltiunOlI. ~,119, Ii:), 1:10, U·t, Hil, l~U, W:t, 19;1, 19;" 'li:l, :!:t-l, if>4,
301, 3U;,. :$49, :J5O, :391, :J9:), 447, -li,:!, 57tl. G[4-616, 000, wi, 67:>, 7'l7, 7::!~, 7G3

Cutting, William. M.mtionoo... ...••• .•.••. ..•••• .... ...• ...•.• 701
C. W. Thomas,Steamer. Mentioued. .••••• .••••• •••••• 23r.

Daggett, Aaron S. Mentioned............................................. 764
Dalton, Edward B. Mentioned...... .••• .••. .•.••. .... ...... .... 1:17, 1:.11;, 4~0, 661
Dalton, Henry R. }'or colTtll!pouuence as A. A. 0., !lOU Uul"id .1. liI18.,c/I.

Dana, Charles A.
COlTl'lIpondence with Edwin M. Stanton. ..•• 72'J
Mcntinllcd , __ - W5. 7:-,~

Dandy, George B.
Correspondence with Alfrel! H. 'ferry __ .. 517,74ll
Mentionel1 _ 428,517
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Daniel, Junius. Mentioned....................... ••• •••• •••• •••• •• •••• •.•• 873
Dantzler, O. M. Mentioned ...••••.•••••..••••.••••••••••...•.•. 514,516,518,54H
Davies, Henry E., jr. .

Corl'e8pondence with
Chamberlain. Samuel E . '" ••• ••.••• .•••.•••.. ..•• •..... ...• 413
Gregg, David McM 471, 7H9, 790. 798

Mentioned .•••••..•••...•.••........•.••••..••.....•.• 2:10,469.630.776. 791.7~
Davia, Francia H. Mentioned................... •• •••. .••. ..•• .•..•. ...••. 143
Davia, Garrett. Correspondence with Benjamin F~ Butler...... .••• •••• •••• 665
Davis, Jefferson.

Cones(londence with
Beaumgllrd, G. T .•••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 818.849
Bragg, Braxton ..••..••••••••••••.•..••••.•••••••••••.•••••.••••.. 88"l,897
Lee, Robert 10; ""'" 850.8a2
Pendleton, William N......•....••••.••• :..... .••. ...••• .••••. ....•• ~

War Departrnent, C.S..... ~

Mentioned .••.••.....•.••••...•••........••..•...•.......•.. : ••. _. SOH, 820, 857
Davia, Joseph R. Mentioned............... ••• ...••. .. ..•••• ...• 903
Davis, Phineas A. For correspondence 88 A. A. G.,lI6e John W. hrllcr.
Davis, Robert S.

CurrOlll'ondence witb Henry T. Schroeder...... .•••.. .... ..•••. ...•.. .... 416
Mentioned "" ............•••..••.•.....•.. 34,141

For correspondence as A. A. G., llOO 31llljollcin F. R.tler.
Dawn, U. S. S. Mentioned .
Day, Lieutenant. Mentioned •..•.•••...••.....•...•••• """ """ .•.•.•...
Day, Luther. Mentioned _ .
Dean, Leonidas B. Mentioned .
Dearing, James. .

Correspondence witb G. T. BeanregarlL _ __ .
Mentioned 43,1','20, 8'U,8:1:J, 841. tl.:>G, tli)9, 8Gli, 6 ,tl72; !S74. ,

De Forest, Jacob J. Mentioned.... . __ _.•.....••. _ .
Delafield, Richard. Menl.ioned .
Delaware TrooPs. Mentioned.

Cavalry-Regiments: 1st, 6O'l. 607, 617,666.
Infant.rr-Regiments: 3d, 209,304,666; 4th, 275, :l77, 4()3, 666.

Delehunt, Joseph. Mentioned _ """ .•
Dement, William F. Mentioned ....••.•..... _ , ...•.. : .
Dent, Frederick T. Mentionell __ T<>4. 765, 7
Deserters, Stragglers, etc. Action touching. COlDlJlunications from

Abercrombie, Jobn J ......•.••. : """'" __ .. 313,70-2,703
Grant., U. S .••..• '" •••...•••••.•...•.•.... , " .........•..• _••. '" .•. 96
Meade, GeorgeG ······••·· 291 1
War Department, U. S .•.• .••..... .•..•. 174

Detroit, SteBml.r. Mentioned '" ••• ...••. •••• .•.. •••. ..•. 322
Devens, Charles, jr.

ARRi~lImenl to cOlllmand ' , """ 3i'2
CUlfI'!\l'lIl11I"IICO wit.h \ViIliam }o'. Smi: It . . . . """ :,09, 57
Mcntionel!. _ ~7:.!, 4~,-!, 4~J, ·~t:tl, 5i17, ,.0 ,fli:

Devin, Thomas C.
CurrclIl'on,I"lIcC with Alfrecl T. A. Torhrrt. _.. _ _ _ _ .
M,·nl.iolll·,I _ .

Dey, Charles W. Mentione, __ .. __ __ .
Diamond State, Steamer. .Mt'lltioned ..• _, ..• ., _.•• ':_.' '.:" .

...
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Di Ceanola, Louis P.
Correllpondence with

Abercrombie, John J .•••r •••••• •••••• •••••• • •••• •••• •••• •••••• •••• 277
BnI'Dllide, AmbrOlle E... ••. ..•..• ..•••• .... ..•... ...••• .•••.. ...•.• .. 550
Gibson, Angustus A....... ..•... ...•.. •••.. ..•••• :165
Sehert, ---.... .. . . .. .. . . •. .... . .••••. ..•••. ••. . . . • . .. ...••. .• • ••. 5[>0

Mentioned ..•. 68,174,233,216,415,480,512,529,540,550-002,559-561,583,586,738
Dimock, George. Men tioned ...................••........•....•••..••... 595,663
Dimon, Charles A. R. Mentioned...................... .. .. .... .•.••. .••. .. 431
Dianey, John, Steamer. Mentioned ...•...•••.•.•••••••...•••. "" ..•• ...••• 235
District of Columbia Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry-Regiments: lilt, 76,427,708,757.
Infantry-Regimenta: 1st, 232.

Dix, John A. Mentioned......................... ••• .•.••• .••.•. •••• •.••.. 114
Doane, Charles R. Mentioned .•....... , ...•.. .•.••• .•••••. ..•••• •••••• •... 428
Dobbs, Cyrus J. Mentioned , •••••..•.•. '" 429
Dodge, George 8.

Correspondence with
Butler, Benjamin F ........••.••••.. , .•...•••. 177,235,261,280,281,515,776
}<'uller, Charles E .....•••.. , •••..•.••.•••••.•••••. """ .... ,. ...••• 141
Rinks, Edward W .•••...•.....•.••...•...•••.... ,.. ...•.. ...••. .... 523
Kautz, AngnRt V ...•..•••......••• """ ..•........•................ 43,76
O'Brien, Richard.... •••••• ...•.• •••••... •••• .••. .••• •... 75

Mentioned.... ••.... .. ..•• ..•... ..•.•. .. .•..•. . .•.. •. 75,704
For other correspondence, 8lle Charlet E. FltlltJr.

Doles, George. Mentioned """ .. . . .. 5,854
Dollard, Robert. Mentioned .....•.•••....•••..•........ 321,372, 4<!'J, 430, 475, 637
Dominy, Levi 8. Mentioned .••••...•••••••••....••••..•.•..••.•..•••... '" 429
Doolittle, Anson O. Mentioned........................................ 724,739
Dorrell, Wllliam B. Mentioned ...•••.•••••... ,... ..•.•. ••••••.•.•.. 304
Doswell, Major. Mentioned....... . .... •••• . .... ..•. ..••.. .•.. .•.••. .••.•. . 148
Doty, Franklin B. Mentioned ..........•.•.••••........... """ m,739
Dougherty, Alexander N. Correspondence with Thomas A. McParlin.... 528
Dover, ---. Mentioned •••••....••...••...•. , ••.. :. .•.. .....• ..•••. 321
Drake, Jeremiah C.

Correspondence with Adelbert Ames.. ..•• . ..•... 40
Mentioned ..••...••.•.•••••....••..........••.....••........••.... :;'2, 429,507

Draper, AlonzoG.
Correspondence with

Butler, Benjamin F .••••••••••••..•.••••....•.•••..•.•••.•.... 260,278,472
Eastman, ThomM H ....•.....••••••• , ..•••..•••••.••• ,. ...••• .••••. 754
Halleck, Henry W ...••. .••••. .••••. ...• ...•.. .••... ...•.. •••. 201
Hoffman, William .. .....• •••• .•.•.. ••.• .•.. .••••. 739
Parker, Foxh"n A ........•.....••..••••..••••••.•.•.••..........•. , 68
W"r Department, U. S 174,233,366,754

Mentioned...... .••••• •••• •. .•.. . _.. . . 4~, 4:11
Driver, Wllliam R. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Winfield S. Haflcock.
J)uane, James C.

Corre.~polJdencewith
Howell, Charles W ...••• .. . ..•..• ...••. ..•.•. .•.••• .•. 3'.l4
Turnbnll, Charles N _ ...•.. .•••.. .•..•. 3'24
Warren, Gouverneur K _ 160

Mentioned ....•........•.••••. 160,212, :"120, 408, 593, 619, 6211, 638, 674, 680, 698, 75:!
pUff, James B. Correspondence with Benjamiu F. Fisher... ••.. .••• •••. •... 746
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Duncan, Samuel A.
Correspondence with

Ame~, John W •..•••••••. :.... ..•••. •••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• 320
Butler, Benjamin ~' .•.•••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••••• 423.708
Hink~, Edward \V .•••••••..•••.....•. "....•.•••••..•••••••••••• 42.74,2«

Mcnt,ionOlI. .••.•.••••••••••••••..• 204,243,244,266,371, 4:lO, 421, 430, 475, 518, &23 .
Dunne, John P. Mentioned..... ••• •..• ••••. .•..••.•.••....••.•••••••••••. 761
Dunovant, John. Mentioned......... •..• .•••••..•• ••.• .••. ..••••. .••.. •••• :~

Dushane, Nathan '1'. Mentioned ....•• 14,130,164, 2"23,~,304, 400, 497, 614. 615, 73.':l
Dutton, Arthur B. Mentioned .....•.•••..•..••••.••••. , .... " •• 100J, 204, :.!OC>, 242
Duvall, Robert E. Mentioned. •.•• .•.• .••••• •••••• .••••• •••. •••• ..•••• •••• 431
Dyer, David. Mentioned.. ..•• ••. .••••• .••• •••• ••.• •••• .••••• •••••• ••.• •••• 175
Eagle, No.1, Steamer. Mentioned. .••• •••• •.•. .••• •••••• •••• •••• ••• ••• •••• 235
Eagle, No.2, St-eamer. Mentioned ...• '" •.• ••• •••• •••••• •••• ••••• ••••• •••• 235
Early, Jnbal A. •

Assignmentll tp command .•••••••. , ••••.•••••••••••••••••• ~" •.•• .••••• 846,!:lr,J
Corre~l,ondencc with

Andefllon, Hichartl II . •. •••••• ••.••• ... ••. .••••. .••••• •••••• •••••• 838,854
LeI', Houert E. ...• .••••• •... .. . •.. ....•. ..• .•. .. .. .. ..•• 801, tl54

Mentioned.. .••••. ...• .••• ••.. . .•• ••.• .•.• 339,
6[>6, (if,!), li99, ~l, 814, tilf" 8'J7, 844-:>td, b51, 8:)5, 867, ti69, ~73, 874,877

Relieyed fl'olll command of 3d Corp~, Army of Northern Virginia.......... 814
Early, William B. Mentioned. •.••.. ..•. ..•• .•. •.. ..•. ..• •.. ....•• 668, ti96
Easterly, George B. Mentioncd. .••••. ..•... ..•••• 428
Eastern Virginia, District of. George }'. Shepley WIIligncd to command of.. ~

Eastman, Thomas B. Corr~pondencewith Alonzo G.Draper .••• ...••• 754
Eato.t\, Samuel C. MeutiOlwd 105,26-1, 2C>4
Echols, John. Men tionell... .••••• ...••• .••••• . . .••••• .••••• .••• .. 209,485, BiO
Eckert, Thomas T. Correspondence with

Bickford, Frederick 1' 778,7~
Caldwell, A. 11................ • •..... .•• ••• ••••.. • . . .. .•.••• •••• :t,n
O'Brien, Richard ,. ..•••. .• •••. .•.• •.•... .••••• 2&l
8lroldon, George D .•••••.••.•••• "'." •.••••...••••••.•.••••.. 281,3',U, 3'.!2, 424

Edmonds, Edward C. Mentioned ..••••••••••••• ,. •••••• •• •••• •••••• .••••. 175
Edwards, John, jr.

Corrl'llpondcllco with lIenry J. IIullt. ..• ••• •• • ••• •••••• ••• ••• .••.•• .••••• ~'72

Mentioned _••• , .•.•••.•••••.....••..•..•. 174,:.!60, 'i39
Edwal'ds, Oliver. Mentioned 3Ol:!, ·IO'J, 40"J, 7(I'J
Egan, Thomas W. Mentioned •••. ....• • .••••• . ••.••• .••••. ..•... 122,12-1,575,761
Elder, Samuel S. .

Corrcsllondelloo with William lo'. Sm i th...... •••••• ...... ..•••• .•••.• •••• 766
Mentionod ...•.•.•.••....•••••••.• , - __ _.. .••••. 26:3, 20:1, ~2!l, 50 ,5:>4,"·',590

Eliza Hancox, Steamer. Mentioned .•••... , '" _ _.... 235
Ellenbeck, Robert E. Mentioned••••.••.. , _. ...•.. .. . • • . To
.Elliott, Stephen, jr. Mentioned .•••••. - •. " .. _ _ , •.•.. _. 9, ~l

Elliott, Wyatt M. Mentioned -... . .. . .••.•. ...• ':1
Elwell, Andrew. Mentioned _••..•.••..•.••.. _..
Elzey, Arnold. Men tioned _. .. _ _. ..• 60 I, ita, '
Embler, A. Benry. Mentioned - .
Emory, Edward F. Mentioned ..•••• .••••. .•••.. .••• .••• 11
Emory. William H. M"ntioncd ; :lll,:n:;,f.U
EngelhiUd, Joseph A. Men tioned _ '" ••. , ...•

For corctlll{l0ndence all A. A. G., see Cadmll8 ."If. ff'ilcoz.



Engineer Department, C. S. A. Correspondence with
Mason, Charlcs T . _ _.•...•.•...........••.••••••••••.••••••....... 828, A43
'Var Department, C. S _ H'2H, HOI

Eshleman, B. F. Mentioned 819, tl6.j

Etheredge, William H.
Correspondence wit.h William Mahone...... .. ..••.•.•. .••••..•••.. B04
Mentioned.. .••. ... .•. .••••. •••• ..•• •••••. .. . ... .•.. ... ••. ..•••. . H02

Eustis, Henry L.
Mentioned ClJ, 1(;4, lGG, 7,,)oJ
Relieved from dnty with Army of the Pot.omac .•••. "'. •••. .••••. .•.. 7:>8

Evans, Clement A. Mentioned ...•.••••. ; "l~, 1:113
Evans, David M. Mentioncd ...•.•.•••.•••.. _..... ....•. .. .•.... 7:./1
Evans, Nathan G. Ment.ioned .••... .••••. •••••. ...•..... ..... .••••. .•.• .•.. 5~~

Evans, Thomas J. Correspondence with
Ransom, Robert, jr ....•. .•.. .•.. ...•....••••.•••••. •••. 861
Virginia, (Jovernorof ..••.••••.••.•••.••......••...•••..•••• , •••••••••.. 860

Ewell, Richard S.
CorrC>lpoudence with Robert Eo Lee 801, 8ml, 002
Mentioned 3-5,21,45. 7ll. 8:1, 00-(12, 9;,. 104, 1~1, 13'~, l,,~,

15:~,l84, 209, 273. 29:1, 311, :.127, 337, :l:lU, 3S'l. 448, 47H, 501, fd7, 5:1:....;-,:17. 544,
547,802, 813, H14, 8'2:1, 824, 834, 836, 838, 840, 846, 848, 867, 873, 8!17, !lW, !.IO:l

Faehtz, Ernest F. M. Mentionctl ...•...•••••.......••.••..••.•......•... 49ti,497
Fairchild, Harrison S. Mcut.ionetl. ••.••...•..••••• '" ••• .••••. .•.... ....•. 39
Fairchild, Robert. Mentioned ..•••. .•.. .••••. .••. .••••. .•.• ••... 759
Faison, Paul F. Mentionetl........................................ .••. •••. 175
Farquhar, Francis U.

Correspondence with Willia.J11 F. Smith 265,504
}lcntioned 32,467,660

Farrington, Preston M.
Correspondence with Geor~o W. Gptty _.. 788
Mentioned ••••.••..............•.•........•.•..•.•...•• ,.. .•.•.. mil, 724

Ferebee, Dennis D. ll"ntionell .•....•••. _.•....•..•.•••.•••••.•••••• 821,~:l,8'J3

Ferguson, Thomas B.
CorroHjlonclcllce with Hugh K. Aiken .••..••..•••••••••••...••..••.••••• , 853
Mcntiollecl.... .••• .••• •..... ..••.. ..•. .•.••• ..•• •••• 853

Ferrero, Edward.
Corresponclellce with

Bnrnsicle, Ambrose E ..•••. •••. .•.• .•••.. 21
Grunt, U. S .....•......•••.•.•••...•.•..••...••.••••...••........ 21,65,135
Meade, George G ••••••.•••••..•.•..••..••••... 22V, :i61, 4(j;" 466, 587, 623, 735
Peirce, Lllt,her R...... 766

Mentionecl ...• _ _....••••.•••....•...•.• Hr.!, 197, 502,
503,580,603,f>lO,611,613,619,621,6~2,66R,685,6~6,734,736, 748, 7rlJ, 797

Fenis, Sergeant. Mentioned............................................... 23
Fessenden, Samuel. Mentionecl " _....•••..•.•.. _..••..••...•.. "" 198
Field, Charles W.

Correspondence with Richard H. Andemon ..•........••••••••••••.•.•.. 800,895
Mentioned .......•.•••••.....• 45,153.431;.4:17,488,537,1101,814,839,845,854, H80

Finegan, Joseph.
Correspondence with Adjntant ancl IIIHjlectOI' Gl'lIpra1's Office, C. S. A.. •••. 836
Mentioned .........• _..•••••......•••.... _.....•••. 8:lJ, 834, 843,864,869,874, 88'J

Piaher, Benjamin F.
Corresponueuco with

Doff, James B...... .... .••• ...•... .•.••. .••••. .••• .•••.. .... .... .... 740
Hill, \Villiam H ..••..••.•••. _....••• _... ..•• .••• .•.• .••••. .••••. .••• 639
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Fisher, Benjamin F.-Continued.
Correspondence with

Meade, George U .••• •••••• •••••• •••••••••• •••• •• 45,667, 710, 726
Warren, Gouverneur K •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••_.. ••• ••• •••• 1201

Mentioned ...........•..••.••.••.••••.••.. " •.••••.•••••••••••.•••.•• " • 426
F1aher,.Joseph W. Mentioned .••.••. ~........ •••••••••••.••.••••• •...••.•• 39i
Fiaher, Samuel S. Mentioned.... •.•• •••• •••• .•.. •••• .••• •••• •••• •••• . •••• 7'14
Fitch, Butler. Mentioned ..•.••. .••..• .••••••• •••••. •••••••••• •••••••• •••• 431
Flags of Truce. Action touching. Cowmunication8 Crom

Beauregard, G. T .•.•.••••••••••• ~ •••.••.••••••.•.••.••••••••••••••••• 827.~

Burn8ide, Awbrose E ........••.•••..................••.•••••• •••••• ••.. 684
Bntler, Benjamin F .••.• •••••••••••••••••••••••.• , •••• •••• •••• •••. . ••.• 595
Gillmore, Quincy A .•.• ••. ••• ....•• •••• .••••• •••• .••• .•. ••• •••• •••• . •• •• !i95
Meade, George G . • .• •••••• •••• ••• • •• •••• •• • • •••• •• • • •• •••• •••• •••• ••• • • • 599
Terry, Alfred H.... .••. .... .•••.. .... .••••• .••••• •••••••• ••••.•••••••••. 693

Fletcher, Captain. Mentioned............................ •••• •••• •••• • •••• !11
Florida TrooPs. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Infantry-Battalions: 1st (Special), 2d, 834, 8:J6, 883; 4th, 834, AA3; 6th,
8'25,832. Companies: Cullens'. 883. Regiments: 10th, 11th, ~1:i3.

Flynn, Jeremiah D. Correspondence with Gouvernenr K. Warrell .••••• ..•• 64:l
F. Merrin, Schooner. Mentioned........................................... 30
Folk, George N.

Corrcspondence with John H. Winder ..•••.•••••..•••.••...• , •• '" ...••• 866
Mentioned •... "" ...........•.•..•.•••...•••••••••...•••...•••••• _. •..• 893

Follett, Frederick ·M. Men tioned .••••••••••••.•••••.....••••• '" _. • •.•• 371,771
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!lentioned ... 116,31l,3313,379,~,459,46~,4~~,:>31,U50,~,59:l.610,627,64~,737

For correspondt'nce as Cbief of 51.aft·, 800 George G. Meade.
Bunt, Colonel. Mentioned.......... •••••• •••••• •. •••••• .••• •••. ••••.• •••••• 274
Hunt, Henry J.

Corretlpondence with
Abbot, Henry L.. .. •••• •••• .• • ••. •••• .••• 5f7, 741
Ed wards, John. • •• •• •••• .••••• •••••. .••••. ••• •• . •. .• ••• . .• •••. .• . •• . 27~

McGi!very. Freeman.. •••• •••• .• •••. .••••• •. ••• .. . ••••. •••••. ••.• .••. 6, 7
Ran80m, Dunbar R ,. ••• •• •••• •••• •••• •••• ••• ••• .••••• 7
Smith, William F ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••....•...•••....•.••.. f>54,555

!&entioned .•••••.••••••••••••••••• 101.1~~.137,138,364,426.553,555,567,741.794

Hunt, John S. MClItione<l ••••..•.••. .•.• .... .•.. .••... ...••. .•........... 263
Hunter, David. Ml'ntioned ••••••. : •••.•.••.•••.•...• 3.4,44, 183, 207, 375, 5~6, 569,

598,599,662,665,691,704,717,749,776,777,779, 781,7137,700,792, 36,
Hunton, Eppa. Mentioned .•••.••••..••••••••••• 141.175,510,799, flOl:l, 811, 13, 17
Hurder. Andrew, Steamer. Mentioned.... .••••• •••••. ..•• . .•• .••••• .•.... 770
Hutchins, Benjamin '1'. Mentioned 601. 739
Hyde, Thomas W. Mentioned •.••....•.•...•..•.••..•.••......•.•..••.. lG4, I) 2
Ida JonOB, Schoonllr. Mentioned............ •••• •••• .••••• .••••. • ...... ..•• 30

[( IlL C by Google
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Dlinois Troops. Mentioned.
Cavalxy-Regiments: 8th, 100, 201, 232,275,276,313, :U4, 415, 7~.
Infantry-Regiments: 39th, -I:.!ti. .

Imboden, John D.
Correspondence with Adjutant aud IWlp6coor Geueral'd Offioo, C. S. A . •.•• i'J6
Mentioned ••••..••••...••.••••••.•••••.••••...• , •••••••• " •••••••••••• 2&, l:l36

Indiana Troops. Mentioned.
Cavalry-Regiments: 3d, 363.
Infantry-Regim,nts: 13th, 372, 4:!'J; 20th, 761.

Ingalls, Rufus.
Corre"\lOndellCe with

BurDliitle, AIDbrose ·E...... , ., , • •••• .... .• •••• •• •••• •••• •••• 63, ~1, r.03,164
Meade, George G.•••••••.•••••.•.••...••.• 208,472,000,724.78:1, 7'J3, ,95, 79'J
Quartermaster·General's Office, U. S. A . .••••• •••••• •••• ••.. 79,184. 2Otl, 664
Smith, William ~'. .••••. .•.•.• •.•••• ...•.•.. .••. .••••. ..•• ..• .•. .•.. ,,:..6

hleDtionetl .•..•...•.•.••• 5,78,245,347,:187.4tl7.6r~,725.TJ7,769,7~l,784,790,791

Ireland, Oscar B. Correspondence with Lemuel B. Nnrl.ou...... ...••• .••••• 637
Jackson, George. ~Ieutioned................•••• .• •••• •••• •••• ••• ••• ••• ••• t'9'J
Jackson, Richard H. Correspondence with

BuUer, Benjamin }'...... •••••• ..•••. ..•.•. .•.••• .••••. .••••. .. •••. .. •••. 317
Kensel, George A. ••• ..• . •• .•• ••• ..••.. .. . . •. .. . . • . .. . • .. . . . . .. ... • •• •••• :l82

James, Horace. Correspondence with Innill N. PalulCr.... ...• ..•. .•.••. ••• r>t~

James, Martin S. Mentioned. . • ••• •. • • •• .. • • •• ••. . .. .••••• . " ..•• 4-''''
Jameson, Thorndike C. Mentioned •••••.••••••.••••••••••••.••••.... """ 43:.!
James, Army of the.

Army Corps, 1l:sth, transfel'1'ed from, to Army of the Potomac... ••• ••.• .•.• 466
Dovens, Charles, jr., lWligned to command of3d Divisivn, 18th Army Corps. 37'1
Martindale, John H.; Q88igned to command oC2d Divillion, l"lth Army Corps. 3-1
Orders, series 1864-Terry: JUDe 7, 6911.
Orderll, Circulars, series 1864-Butler: May 20, 31,32. Broob: May 27,

266.
Orders, General, series 1864-Butler: No. 62, 32; No. 64, 3:J; No. 65, 3C ;

No. 67, 104; No. 70,235; No. 72,266; No. 75, 74~. Gillmo,..:
Nos.3,4,:H9; No.6, 420; No. 7,474; No.8, alii. Howell: No.
11,757. Kautz: No. 4, r~; No.5, 157. Smith: No. 19, 41;
No. 21, 74; No. 22, 10l:!; Nos. 23, 24, 10'.1: No. 30, 180; No.
32, 181; No. 33, 241; No., 39, 372. Terry: No. 8, 106; No.9,
284; No. 10, 474. Turner: No.1, 371; No. 12, 20'1; No. 14,
240.

Ordefll, Special, series l?Ai4-Hinks: No. 26, 1.12; No. 30, 243. GillmoNl:
No. 16, 72; No. 17, 106; Kos. 27, 28,2ti:J; No. 34,474; No.
35, 520; No. 40, 663; No. 43, 742; No. 45, 773. Terry: No.
25,2l:l4; No. 32, 59a.

He-enforcements for. CllIlllllunicat.ions fcom
Abercrombie, John J ' """ ...• 717
Butler, Benjamin ~' ..•........ __ .. , .. " _.. - ..•. _..... ,;Jti

1"uller, Charles E _ '" ;:;;.
Grant,U.S 711i,7:-
Hinks, Edward W _...... .••• ,',i

James River, Va. Campaign frolll Ill.' R.lpi<1:l11 tn, Mn 4-June l~, 1 >-I.
Capture of ~uns, colors, etc., <luring. CO/lllllunication" froUl

Banta, \VilliaUl C _ : •.. """
:hll~atl.,. Gcorgo G ~ _ _. __ . _ _ _ _ ~ _ .. ~)

\Ylllch, Jalll~ll W ,., •. , , , ".' ...•..•.•..•

C ooglt.>
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Extrncts from Confederate newspapers...... .•• ••• ..•.•. ..•.•. .••••• ••.• 362
Iuspectiou of Stuart HOrB6 Artillery. Communication from John Esten

Cooke .•..•. ...•.. .•.•.. .•..•. •••••. .•.••. 847
Movements and disposition of troops during. Communication8 from

Abercrombie, John J...... .... .••••... .••••••••..••••• •••••. ...••... 174
Anderson, Richard H .••••...•.......•..••••••..•••••...••• tl14, 1':19, 840, 877
Barlow, Franci8 C •..•.••••..••••......••.••••••.••••• 252, 444, 4~4, 646, 697
Bate8, James L . .••.. .•..•• •••••..•.. ...•.. .••.•.. ...•.... 93
Biruey, David B ..•••••••••. , .•••••.•••.• 11,52,86, h!4,I56,541,575,57ti.648
Bridl(fonl, D. B ,. '" ••. ••..•. 817
Burnside, Ambro86 E ..•••..•. 17,19,96-98,134,170,197,2'26, 2'.!8. 248,255-257,

272,273,309,330,335,343,345,356-360,377,384,409,436,461,463,500-502,
561,584-587,612,617,620,62'2,6~,~J,654,681,682,684,6d5,733,751,765

Cavins, Elijah H. C •..•.••••••••...••••.•.••.. :.... .•.• .... . •.•••. .. 552
Crawford, Samuel W...... .••• .••. .. . .••••. •••••. ..• .•• 94, 162, 16.1, 195,615
Crittenden, Thomae L...... .•.. ..••..•.. •••. .•••.•• •••••• •••. .•• .••. 463
Cutler, Lyeander .••••..••••..•••••••••.•••••••.•• , .. •••• .•••.. 352,397-399
Early, Jubal A .•••••.••••. '" ••....... _••..••..•.•..•.... : ....•••.. H01,838
Ewel~, Richard S .••..•.••••••••••••••••..• _... .••••. •..•.. ••.. 902
Forsyth, George A .•••••••••••••••••••.•••••• _. • . . • •• . .• • ••. ••.. . . . . 777
Getty, George W _.. .••• .••. •••• •••• .••• •••• .. .. .. 788,789,796
Gibbon, John ...•••••.••...••.••• "'" ""'" ..••••••••••......... 188,647
Grant, U. S 19, 21, 63--65,77, 81,96,

115. 119,120,134.135,15;;,168,169, 183,206,323,371,457, 69",745, 7ii4,794
Gregg, David McM .••.•.......••.•....••...•••. 66,230, 471,776,789,790,798
Gregg, J. Irvin.... .••••. ...•.. ..•••....... 798
Griffin, Charles 131,161,396,496,581,552
Hammond, John .••••. .••••• ..•. •••••. .•••••.... •... .••.•. 195
Hancock, Winfield S.... ~11, 46,51, 8ll, 83, 87, 9:l, 116, 118, i23, 151-154,189,

212,~14-216,218,247-250,25:l,268,269,296-298,300,3t7,32A,330,331,334,'

383-387,441-443,459,481,484,486,535,575,604,606,641,648,730,759-761
Hartranft, John F •••••...•.•....••..•.•••..•••..•••. , ••..•.•...•. ,. 465
Heth, Henry .••••.•.••..•• , .••••.••••••••••••.••••...•.........••• ,. 902
Higbee,Oeorge H...... ..•••• .••••• .•.••. •••••••••••. .••••. ...• ...•. 453
Humpbre~'s, Andrew A.••••.•.••••.•••.•.•••.•..•• """ .•••.•. ,.... 585
Hunt·, Henry J .•••••..••••..••••...••••••••••••••••••...•.•••••••••. 7,272
Kitching, J. Howard...... ...... •••••• •••••• •••••. .••• ..•••. ...•.... 60
Letl, Fitzhu~h .... ...•.. ..•••. .••••. .••••• .... .••. .••••• •••••• 807
Lee, G. W. Custis .••.•.•••...•••..•• _... ..••.. ....•. ..•••• 90'2
Lee, Robert E ••• 802,82.1, 8:l4, 8"26,83'4837-839,843,844, 846-S4H, 855, 901,903
Lyman, Theodore ...•••.••••.•••••.•• ,... •. .•••.. .... .. .••. •••• .•.•.. 191
Martinda.le, John H .•••.•••••.••••.• ,.. .••• .•.. .•.... .••••• ..•••.... 49'2
Meade, George G ...•.••••••••••"" •••••••••••••.•••••...•..••••. 4,5,7,8,

11-14,17,18,44,46,54-56, 58,61,62, 78,80, 82, 85, ~8, 90, 119-121,127,128,
135,146, 151,152,155,160,I65,170,171,194,196,197,211-214,~21,~~J,225,
226,228,249-251,2~1,255-257,~7-269,271,293,294,296,297,301,303,310,
325,338,340,342-345,356,360,303,384,393,403,440, 4~7,461-463,455,466,

481,482,480,490-492,498-500,502,507,526,529,532,535,540, 542,543,548,
549,570,5~2,57~78,b~1-623,625-629,631,645,6.~O,654,670.672,674,680

682,684,729-731,733,;34,747.751-753,763,780,782-784,786,787,796,797
Mervine, Catharinu8 B ..••...•.•....•.•••••••••.••••.•.•.•••••.• ,... 223
Miller, William D. W ••••.••..•.••••" ••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••••• ••••• 117
60 B. R-VOL x.x.x.VI, PT m
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Moytlmenta and diepollition of troope during. -ComDJunicationa ftom

Morgan, Cbarlee H •..•••...•.•.•....••...••••..•.•••••••••••••,. .••. 185
Neill, TboDllle H ....••••••...•.•.•.....•...... _... ••• ...... •••• •••• 2Zl
Potter, Robert B 135,360.504.561,586,~

Richard80n, Henry H .•.••. • .••••• •••••• •••••• •••• 66
Rodee, Robert E •••• .. •••• ••• ••• •••••• ••••••• •••• 846
Roebling, WlllIhington A...... .•• ••• •••• ••••.. •••• .... •••• 449
RU88ell, David A 63,166,254,16&
Schri Ver, Edmund 102
Sheridau, Philip H 23,65,199,258,

:as, 310, 311, 497,510, OOl:l, 590,628,629,661,102,716,73:>,718-780,790, 191
Smith, William ~' ••. 410,

467, 469, 505, 506, 608. 509, 552, ,157, 588, 690,618, 678,687,166
Tnrnbull, Cbarlea 1\ •••••• .. • •• •••• .•• •• • 324
Walker, Francill A ...••... .••••• ••• ••• .••••• 1ea,24d
Warren, Gouverneur K 55-59,91-94,127,

117,130-13~,l60-161,164,191,192,~~.2'l3,252,253,~2-30S,335-340,344,
342,348.391,392,39~,396,453,454,459,482,489,490,492,496,499.536, 539,
542,543,576-578,580,684,609-613,615,616,649,651, 652,678,698,7'J1. 763

Williame, Seth ;... ••.• 783
Wil80n, Jamee H : 230,231,5:)9,560,610,631,690
Wright, Horatio G.... .••• •••• .••• ........ .... 61,

95,133,164-166, 191, 193,195,196,~,224,226,254,270,271,~~!.383.

402, 403, 4'~56,458,467,544,545,616,678,730-7S2,750.759,763,764
Opel'atione during. Corumunicatione from

Abercrombie, John J 767, 77ti,185
Andereon, Richard H.... ••• .. 854.880
Augur, Chrietopher C ••••••.•••••.... :..... •••••••• 173
Babcock, Orville E...... •••••• 339
Barlow, Francie C ~J, 3S:l, 333, 381, 385, 43:>, 437,438,443,485, 5:l3. 64G, 672
Barnard, John G """ •• 637
Harton, William B •••. 46
Bickford, Frederick T .•.. . .. ...• .••••• 7
Birney. David B.... ••.. . 334
Bowers, Theodore S...... . . . . . . . .. .. . . . • .. . iOO
Breckinridge, John C ,
Bridgford, D. B.... .. . . . . . . ..• . 16
Burneide, Atn111'ol«l E. , 18,21,155, 1f>6-1G9, 405--4 ,438,459,460,462,4

547-549,586,617,618,655,656,658,659,680,682, 683,69 ,699,70'2,73'.2, 7'J3
Bnt1er, Benjamiu F ii7,79'2
Cadwalader, Charlea E •..... . . . .•.. .. 4!i6
Capron, Willie C ..
Chapman, George H 677, I

Cbriet, Benjamin C _... ..•. I')

Crawford, Samuel W 11,131,160,162,305,349--352,397,497,543
Cutler, Lyeander...... .•...• ••.. •••• •••• 19:'
Di Ceanola, Louie P .. " . .. . .. .. 'l:i7
Early, Jnbal A .
Farrington, Pre8ton M ••.• 1
Foreytb, George A . . . . .. . . .• . • .. •. 23
Gibbon, John.... .... . •.•.•. ~,

149, 153,166,187,217,333,386,436,438,444,445,485,534,574,605,647,673
GoUld, Jacob P . •••••• .... ...... .•.• ...... ...... .... ...... .•.• ...... 1:..
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Page.

James River, Va. Campaign from Rapidan to, May 4-June 12, 1864-Cont'd.
Operations during. Communications from

Grant, U. S .••••..••....•.••••......••...••••..•......•.. 3,18,77,113,145,
167, 1~J,193,289,290,~~,375,433,477,47~,5~,570,777,779,785,i~l,793

Gregg, Davin McM .••••.•••••••••••••....•.... _...•••....... _. ..•... ,.90
Griffin, Charles ...•...•..•.••••••••••••••••••••.• 13O.34~,349,f)14,b76,6vl:l

Halleck, Henry W ...•..•.••••••.....•••••....•...•.•.....•....•. 145.245
H3mpton, Wade ..•••.•••••••••••. : ....•............••.......•••.. 816,903
Hancock, Winfield S •••• 9,47-51, 8:i, 84, 86, 119-1:l!l, 129, 147-150, 152, 153. 155,

156, 215,294,326,327, 329-:J:J I, :Ji8-380, :1ts'2-384, 401, 40f., 400, 434-4:J6, 439,
440, 444, 483,484,486,525.529-534,~,572~S74,6U7,642,643,645,670-672

Harhau~, O~to .•..•...• ,.. .. .. .. .•.... .•.... .. .. .•• .. . .•.•.. .••... 656,600
Holland, John E .........•......••••..•...........•.........••.•.• 325,327
Howl'1l, Charles W .••••• ..•••• .•••.. •••• •••• .•••.. ..•••. .••••. .•••.. 324
Huey, Pennock ••••..••••••..•••...•••••. """ .••••• .••••. •••• ••••. 7!l5
Hnnt. Henry J ..••• _.••••. •••••. .••. ••••••.. .... ..••.. .... ..•.•• •••• 567
Lee, }'itzbngh ••.• •••• •••. ... •••. ..•• .••••. ••. ...• ..•• .•.••. .•.... &S8
Lee, Robert E •••••••••••••• '" ••.•••••••.••••• - •••••. 801,814, !:l15, 825, 1:l'17,

828,1:l34,8:J6,P43,851,858,862,865,867,S69,bi4.875.877,883,8H7,8H8,894
Lockwood, Henry H ••••••••••••.•••.•••••.••..••.•••...•••..•.... 349,726
Lyman, Theodore .••••• •••••. .••. •••. ....•. •••••• .••.•. ...•. .••••... 190
McIntosh, John B •••.•••••••••••••••..••.•.••••••••••• _. •••• ••••••• 563
McKeen, H. Boyd "" ••••.. .•.• ...• ..•. .•.. ..•• 386
Meade, George G. lil, 17, 47, 48,50, 52, 53, f>6, f,7. lll, 12'l, 129, 149,154,159,193,219.

290,30'2,306,307, :123, 3~330, :l41, 346, 354, :J55, :\[,7,358, :l71:l-:181, 381hJ90,
399,400, 404, 406-40S, 43'l, 434. 435, 440, 441, 449, 4;'1, 4;'2, 456, 4&l, 400, 461,
468,479,4&1, 487,491,494.501,503,525,52~,530.531.537-541,547,548,553,
&,S, 54i2, 571, 609, 610, 628, 640,652, (jM. 6i>5, 683, 73'ol, 7:14-736, 775,776, 7!:l1

Miles, Nelson A ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• , •••. "" .•• _.. •••. ••... 749
Mitchell, R. Charlton •••••.•••••••••••......••••....•.....••.••••. _ 20
Morgan. Charles H ..••........................•...••••...•••....... 4H.149
Mott., Gerahom.... .••••.•••... ••••• ..•••• •••••. .••••• .•.••• .••• •••• 335
Neill, Thomas H ..•.....•...•. _...••. _.... .•.... 402
Osborn, George B ••••••.••• , .•••• , •••••••• _... .••••. ••.. ..•••. .•••.. 453
Owen, Joshua T ••••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••.••••.•••••.•••••• 334,445,605
Patton, George S...... ...• .••••. .••••.•. .•.... .•••.. .••.•• ...•.. tlti4
Pope, Edmund M ;'7,91
Potter, Robert B ...••...•..• _•••..••.. 20,409,464,657, 6r.!I, 685,686, 69'J-701
Richard80n, John M.•••••••.••••.•• """ - ....•• ...••... .... .... .... 835
Ricketts, James B ...••••••••.••••.•.....•••...•••••..•.....••.. _••.. 456
Hoebling, Washington A ...••••••.•••••• """ ...•.•••.. •••••• ...•.. 4flO
Sehert, --.. .••. .••••. .••... .•••.. •••.. •••• ..•• ••.• .... •••• .••••. 000
Sheldon, George D .•••.•••••.•••••.••••......•••.••• ,. •••••. ...• .•.. 99
Sheridan, Philip H ..•••••••••. 9tl, 171, 258, 3til, 36:1, 4li9-471, il:l7, 71;9, 7!11, 795
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Lane, .lame8 H. Ment.ioned. ..•••• .•••• . • ••••.. •••• •••••• .••••• .••••• 802,~
Langdon, Loomi8 L. Mentioned................................ 106,~,284, 474
Langley, John F. Mentioned .••• •.•••. •••• •••••• •••• .•. ••• •••••• ••• ••. •••• 4i!9
Larned, Daniel R. Correapondence with Ambroll6 E. Burnside.... •••••• •••• 698

For correspoudence as A. A. G., 868 A.mbrOle B. Bvwlide.
Lawrence, .loseph B. Mentioned........ .... ••••• ...... •••••• •••••• •• .... _
Ledlie, James H.

Correspondence with
Burnaid~, Ambrose E , ••••••••••• 765
Gould, J &Cob P ....•••• •••• •••••. •••••• •••••• .••••• •••• •••• ••• ••• •. . 7"',4

Mentioned •..•••••••.•••..••••.••.••••• 97,199.2'29.463,551,619,698,100, 701,1¥l5
Lee, Bradley D. Correspondeuce with Edmund Schriver. .••••• .••••• •••••• 'Z7
Lee, Charles W. Mentioned................. ...... •••• •••••• •••••••••• •••• 23
Lee, Fitzhugh.

Correspondence with
Bragg, Braxton...... .••••• •• •••• •• •• •• •••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••••• •• • 902
Breckinridge, John C •••••••• , •.••••••••••••••••••••• ~. •••• •••• ••••. 815
JohnlKln, Bradley T •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 807, filS
Lee, Robert E .••••. •••• •••• •••• •••••• •• •••• •••. •••• •••••. .••• •••• 858, 903

Mentioned.... .. ..•• .••••. •••• .•.••• •••••. .••••• •••••. •••••• •.•. .•••• •• 178,
181,288,292,362,411,469.795,808,813,81S,824,831,~~3,858.~.86S.884

Lee, G. W. Custi8.
Correspondence with George E. Pickett••••• ' •••••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• 902
Mentioned ••••.••.•.•••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 887,902

Lee, Horace C. Mentioned................ •••••• •••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• 31
Lee, Richard H. Mentioned ••• ••• ••••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••• 431
Lee, Robert E.

Correspondence with
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A •••• •••• •••••• •••••• 836, 8117
Anderson, Richam H .

814,815,823,824, 8'26, il28, 834, 637, 838, 6,847, 51. 85;>,

Beanregard, G. T .....•...• ' .
Breckiuridge, John C •••••••... 815, 26, 832, 38, 839, 8-14, , ,
Davia, Jefferson .
Early, Jnbal A .
Ewell, Richard B 01,
Grant, U. S 600, .639.
Hnmpton. Wade " ..•• 1.901,
Hanover Junction. Va., Commanding Officer at .

,Heth, Henry.......... •••• .... . .. •..•.•.••••..•.•......•.•••••.••

(~oogle
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Lee, Robert E.-Contlnued.
Corredpondence with

Hill, Ambroee P ...•. .•• •••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• 803
Lee, Fitzhugh ...••..•.•.•••••.•••••••.•.••.•••••••••••••••••.•. ,. 858,903
MahonI', William... ...• •••• •..• •••• •.•••• •••• •••••• ••.• .••.•. 8O'.l
MaJ'IIhall. Charles ....•.••••••••••••:.. •••. ..•• •••• •••• •••• ••.• •••••. 8:l6
Strinjtfellow. Franklin.... ...••• •••• ..•. ...• •••. •••• •••• •••••• •••••. 850
Turner, ~.... .••••• ••• ••. ..•••. •••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• ••••.•. •.. 46
War Department, C. B••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••• BOO. 803, I:H:?, 823.

8~5, 827, 834.836.843.802,867,869,874.875.877.879,883,~,888,A94,895
Wilcox, Cadmu8 Moo .• ~••••..• ,. •••• ...•.. ...• .•.. ..•. .•.. .•.•.. S04

Mentioned....... ......•..•... •••. ..•. •.•. ••. •••• •••••. 31,
47,57, ';9, SO, 83, 84, 104.113,114,100,121,129,136,140,145.151>.171,177.
17~, 184,206,219,2'.15,245,251,261,272,274,293,322,326,337.339,367,368,
380, 392,411,415,461,475.526,528.538,~q8.602,640,666,667,726,75f>,7A6,
799-801,805,808.812-814.817.818,~.832,834,837~1.8~1,855

~58,H60. 863, 867,870,871,87J,877,878,~1,882,884,886,894,896,898-900
Lee, Robert G. Mentioned.............. •••• ••• ••• •••• •••• ••.••. .••••. .... 523
Lee, S. Phillip•.

Correspondence with
Butler, Benjamin F ...•..••••••••••. """ 29, 104, 368, 476, 477.514.565.692
Navy Department. U. B.... •... ..•... . 76,

112.1~2,321.367.424,476,513.565,595,634.663.6"2,709.721.757

Smith, William F .•••••••••• ,.... •••• •••• ...••.... ...• 287
Terry. Alfred H............................................... •..• 282. 519

Mentioned ....••....••.••. 31.106, 140,318,369,370.417,419,476.477,514, 511i, 777
Lee. WWiamH. F. Mentioned ••••........•.•..••••••••• 44,601,801,867,869,889
Leonard. John. Mentioned .•••••••.•••••...... ,. ..•... ••.•...• ...•...••••• 761
Leonard, Samuel H. Mllntioned.... ..•••• .••• •.•• .••••••• •••• •.•••.. •••••. 396
Leslie. John R. MentIOned .•••••..•.•..•.•••.•••••.••••••••••..••••.••.•.• 5, 7~
Lewis,EnochE. Mentioned ......•....••••...••••.••••••...•••••.•••••••• 761
Lewis, George W. Mentioned...... •••. .•• •.••.. •••• •••••. •••••. •••••. 427
Lewis, William G.

A88i/(nment to command ••••••........•.••.•..••• , .••••• .••••• •••• •••••. 874
Mentioned ...........•...•••..•....••..•.••.••••.••••••• , ••.•••..•.•.. 175,8/4

Libean, Charles H.
Corfl'spon(\ence with Benjamin F. Butler .•••••.••••• "" •••• .••••• •••••• 597
Mentioned •......•....•.••...••..••••..••••.•••••••••••• , ••• •••• ••• ••• .. 112

Lightfoot, C. E. Mentioned ..••••...•....••••.•••••..•••..••••..•••••..•• ,. 862
Lincoln, Lady, Steamer. Meutioned ..........•.••••..••.....••.•........•. 423
Lincoln, Abraham. Mentioned .....•••••.•••.••••••. "'" .••••. 704,717,722,758
Lincoln, Theodore. jr. Mentioned............................ . ...•.. .•••.. 498
Little Washington, N. C., Officer Commanding Confederate Forces at.

COITespondencewith InnidN. Palmer........ ..•••.........•••. 523
Livermore, Oliver C. Mentioued........................ •• .•••.. ••.• .••••. 269
Livesay, --'-. Mentioned .••••. .••••• •••••••.. ••••.• .••. •••••• .••••• ••.• 730
Lockwood, Henry H.

A88ignment to command .••••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••. •..• .••••. 304
Correspondence with

Meade. George G ,.... •• • • •. .••••• 7"26
Warren, Gouverneur K ..•••...•.....•.......•..........•.••••. 349,396.771:1

Mentioned , .......••.••...•...........••••....•.•.. 67,103,139,173,209.
210,300-302,304,31~312,391,397-399.408.433,447,451,452,486.4J4.495

Believed from command of 2d Division, 5th Army Corps .•••••••••.••••• 494,495
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Lofton, John T. Mentioned... ••• •••••• ••• •••••• ••• •••••••• •••••• •••••• •••• 842
Loma:a:, Lunsford L. Mentioned.... •••• •••••• •••••• •• •••. •• • • . • •••••• •••• • 26U
Long, Armistead L. Mentioned............. ••• •••• ••••.. •••• •••••• •••••. 8tU.889
Longstreet, James. Mentioned.................... 46. tl5. 90-92. 95. 104.121. l~.

~-~~-~----~--~~-~Loring. Charles G. Correspondence with Awbroee E. Bnrnside ••••• •••• •••• 501
Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Couft'derate.)

Artillery, Light-Batteries: Louisiana Guard.l:llO.
Infantry-Battalions: Coppeua', 89'../.

Lowry, BenJamin. Mentioned..... ••• ..•••. ..•• •••• •••• •••• •••• • •••• •••• •. 225
Ludlow, BenJamin C. Mentioned...... •••• •••••• ••••..• •.•••. •••• •••• ••••• 76
Luther. Walter H. Mentioned...... •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• ••••••••• •••• •••••. 432
Lydig. PhiUp M.

Correspondence with Ambroee E. BUl'DIlide. •••• •••• •••• •••••• •••• •••••••• 714
Mentioned ••••.••• '" ••• •. . • .. •••• .. •••• •.•• . ••••• .••• •••••• •••• •••••. 356.410

Lyle. Peter. Mentioned ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3OC.396.r~544.6U

Lyman, Theodore.
Correspondence with George G. Meade•••••••• ~••••••••••••..•••••••••• 190,I!n
Mentioned .•...•••••••••.•••••..••..••••••••.•••••.•..•••••••••••••••. W.~

For correspondence as A. 1). C.• see GtIOrg, G. Meade.
Lynch. Dominiok. Mentioned ••••.••••.••• '" •.•• •. •••. ••• ••• •. • •••••• •••• ~

MoAfee, Lee M. Mentioned.... •••••• •••••• .••••. .••.•. •••• •••••• •••••• •• • 175
MoAlester, Miles D. Mentioned .••••• •••••• •••••• .• •••• .•• ••• .••••• •••••. . 722
MoAllister, H. C. Mentioned...... ••• ••• .••••• ••• ••• ..•••• .••••• •••••• •• • 667
MoAllister, Robert. Mentioned ••••.'~"" •••• •••• •••• •••••• •••• •••• ••••••• 161
MoAlpine, C. L. Mentioned .••• .•• ••• •••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••••• • 691
MoArthur, Willlam M. Ment.ioned.... •••••• ...••• .••• •••• •••• ••••• ••••••. 429
MoCauley, CharleBM. T. Mentioned ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• _ B93
MoCheeney, Joseph M. Mentionbd...... •••• •••• •... ••••..•• ••• •••••• • ••• 432
MoClellan. George B. Mentioned .••••••••••••••••••••..•.•••••••••. _•••••_ 2tS
MoClellan, H. B. Mentioned............. ••••• •••• •... .... •••••• •••••• •••• 837
MoClellan, James F. Mentioned ••••••.••••••••••....•...••••..••••• " •••• 883
McConihe, John. Mentioned •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• ••.• •••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• -ti9
MoCormick, Charles. Mentioned •••••••••••••••••••.••••••.•••.•••••••.• _ 119
McCown, John P. Mentioned...... •••. .... •... .... ..•... ..•••. .....• •••• • 840
MoCoy, Robert A. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Sa.lIel W. Crawford.
MoCoy, Thomas F. Mentioned •.••.•.•.•....•.••.•.••.•.•..•.••••.. _.. •••• 138
McDaniel, --. Mentionl'd............ .. .. .. .. .. .... ...• ..•. 1
MaoDonald, Chriatopher R. Mentioned __ .•. ..•••• •. . 4'
MaoDougall' Clinton D. Mentioned __ ........................•••.••...
MoDowell, James C. S. Mentioned.. ...•.. .••... •••. . 175.
MoElroy, James N. Mentioned .•••.......................•........•.......
MoEntee, Charles S. Mentioned __ .......•..........••••..... 10,671
McGee, Lieutenant. Mentioned............................................ 597
MoGnvery, Freeman. Correspondence with Henry J. Hunt .... ...••. ...• .. .7
MoGowan, Samuel. Mentioned .•~•..............................•.. 292,747, I

McGuire, Hunter. Mentioned _...............•......• __ .•.••.
McHenry, Samuel L. For correspondence as A. A' G., see I81'ael VogdM.
MoIntosh, John B.

Correspondence with
Brinton, William P •••....•.••••....•................................
Harhaua, Otto ••••••...••.•...................•............ _ ,

.Mentioned•••••••••••••••• 312,363,414,510,511,562,563,610,656,709.710,75 ,'"
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MacIntosh, William. Corrll8pondence with George D. Sheldon ••••.••••.•••
MoIrvin, Samuel. Mentioned .........•••••.•........••.....•...••.••.••..
McIver, G. W. Mentioned .•••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••
McKeen, B. Boyd.

COrrll8pondence with John Gibbon •••••••••••••.•••• "'.'" .••••. .••. ..•. 386
Mentioned •.•.•................•••••.••.•...••••• 188,386,38'7,438,444,635,574

Mackenzie, Ranald S. Mentioned ..•••....••..•••.. 122,147,305,&74,713,729,741
McKethan, B. Mentionel1...... ...• .•...• .••••• . .••••• •••••• .•••.. .... •..• 842
McKibbin, GilbertB. Mentioned..•..••••••••.•.•.••..•••.....•.• 20,21,658,700
McLaws, Lafayette. Mentioned 45,122,450,457, 782, ~3
MJlMahon, Martin T. Mentioned.... .••• ..•... 401

~'or corfll8pondence as A. A. G., llIl6 Horatio G. Wrigl&t.
McMaster, J. F. Mentioned ..•••. ...• ..••.. ...• .••••. 891
McNary, William B. Mentioned.... ...••. ...••• ..•••• .•.••• •••• .••• •••... 432
McParlin, Thomas A. Correllpondence with

Dongherty, Alexander N , .
Holman, Sil88 A ..•••...••• , •.•.•••.•••••.••••••••••.•••••••••••••.•••••
Meade, George G ....•..•..••....•••....•...... , ............••••.•.......•

MacRae, .Fergus. Corrllllpondence with Archibald Gracic, jr .•.••..••••.....
Madill, BenryJ. Mentioned ....••••. , ••.••••..••••.•.•......••••••••.•••.•
Mahone, William.

A8IIignment to command...... ...• .••••. .•••••. .••••• ••.• .•••.. •••• ..•••. ~3

Correspondence with
Brinkley, R. B ..•..•..•.••...•.••.••••.••••. "" •••• •••• ••.• ••.. ••.. 804
Etheredge, William H.......... . ..• . ..• .•. ..•. ...•.... 804
Lee, Hobert E , ••.• 802
Riddick,J. B.... .••••• •••• •••• •.•• ..•• •••• ...••. ...• .••• 804

Mentioned ...•....••...•••••••• , .•.••• •••• .... .... 802,804-807; 827, 848,l:!6:I, 873
Mai1lefert, --, Mentioned.............. •••• •••. .. ..••.. •••• •••••. •••••• 757
Maine Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy-Regiments: lat, 29H, 300, 665, 738,761.
Cavalry-Regiments: 1st, 799.
,Infantry-Regiments: 4th, 11, 761; 8th, 9th, 37'.l, 429; 11th, 428, 518;

17th, 761; 31st, 32d, 666, 738.
Maitland, John B. Mentioned _...... .•••••••••••.•••••• 799
Mallory, Stephen R. Mentioned .•.•..••••. """ .••...•••••.••••••••••• 875,879

~'or cOrrll8pondence, etc., see Navy DBpartJItnt', C. 8.
Mann, Alexander A. Mentioned... ..• .... .. .. .••• .•.••• .••• .••••. •••• •••• 509
Mapa and Sketchea. See Sketcll".
Marshall, Char1ea.

Correspondence with Robert E. Lee...... .•.• .. 836
Mentioned ...••. . . .. ..•• .•.• .••• •••• •••• .. 837

For cOITellpondence as A. D. C., llIl6 Rober' E. Lee.
Marahall, E1iaha G. Mentioned ..•••.•••..•.•......••.•.•...•••••••••.••• 229,766
Marshall, GeorgeE. Mentioned 429
Marston, Gilman. Mentioned ..•••..•••.•.•••.•••.........•••.•••••.••••• 109,429
Martin, --. Mentioned ..••....•••..••••...• ,... ...... .••. .•.. •••••• .••• 667
Martin, lames G. Mentioned ..•••• 141,176,528,535,812,817-819,921,823, 835,842
Martin, Joseph W. Mentioned ...•.. ..••.. .••• ...... ..•••• .••••• •••. .••.•. 739
Martin, Montgomery. Mentioned ...••..•••••.•....••••••••••••.•••••••. 429,739
Martin, S. Taylor. Mentioned...... ..•• ...• ...•. •••• .•••.. .••• .••••• .••••• 8!12
Martin, William F. Mentioned.. .••. .••• ..•••. .••••...•••••.•••••••••••••• 842
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Smith, William F...... •••••• •••• 110,181, 204, 205, 242, 243, 289, 320, SOB, 567
Warren, Gonvernenr K •••••••••••.. ,.. .•.• .• •••. .••• .••• ...••• •••••. 492
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WatTllII.

Marye, L. B. Mentioned .••..•..••.••.••••.•• ' ..•••• •••. ••••••• •••• •••• •••• 8tO
Maryland Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)
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Cavalry-Battalions: 1st, 861, 862; 2d [?], 869.
Infantry-Battalions: 1st,510. Regiments: 2d, 861,862.

Maryland Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)
Artillery, Light-Batteries: D, 634.
Cavalry-Battalions: Purnell Legion, 431, 666, 669, '39.. Regiments: 1st,

6.14, 770,774.
Infantry-Regiments: lat, 14, 210, T.l8; 2d, 275, fiO'2, 620, 62:l, 738; 4th,

210, 450; 5th, 569; 7th, 210; 8th, 210, 449; Purnell Legion, 209, 304,
669.

Mason, Addison G. Mentioned ..•••...•••.•••••.•.•••••••••••••_._....... 2541
Maaon, Charles T. Correspondence with

Caldwell, J. F .•.....•.••......•.•••••.•_... •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 845
Engineer Department, C. 8. A ...•••••.•••.••••• ' •• '.' •••••••••••••••• 828,843
Potts, J. D ..•••....•••..•.••.•.•. __ •••••.••••••• _•••••••• , •••• •••••. •••• 833
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Gillmore, Quincy A . .•.. .•• ••••••••.• •••• •••••. •••••• •••• ••• ••• •••• . •••• :lIt!
Goodrich, Edwin R.. •••• .••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• ••.• •••• •••••. •••• •••••• 1117
Grant, U. 8.... •••••• •••••••••• ••••••.••••• .••••••••••••••••.. 100
Howard, John B , ••• ...••. ..•• ..•• •••• ••.. 30
Hunt, Henry J _ __ 6, 5.'l4, 5S5
Ingalls, Rnfns 78,79,184,208,210,376,572,600
Lee, Bradley D . . . .. ..•• • •••• •••. •••• .•••.. .. . . .. .. .. .. ..••.. .... 'il1
Lee, Robert E ....•.••••.•.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• •••• 870
Meade, George G 78,81,147,209,210,220,324,487,504-506,588,640,729,779
Pendleten, William N.... ..•••. .....• .....................•••• &l8
Ransom, Robert, jr...... •••••. •••• ••.• .... •••••. ...... •••• ••.• l:l9!l
Schriver, Edmund •.•••• .•.• •••• •••••••.•. •••• .• •••• •••• •••• •••• 'il1
Sheridan, Philip H ...•.•.••••••." , •••••• •••••• .••••• •••• •••••. •••• 784
Smith, William F 455.466,468,505,554. 555,li:l6
Subsistence Department, C. S. A...... •••••• .••••• .... •••••• •••••• 1BI
Van Ness, William W . .••• •••••••• •••• •••••• •••• ..•••. .•• ••• •••• •••• •••• 2Q)

War Department, C. S •••• .•.••. .••••• ••••.• •••••. •••• •••••• .••• •••• •••• 899
Warren, Gouvemenr K •••• .••• •••• ••• ••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• •••••• •••. . ••• l!2O
Wilson, Thomas ••.••..•••••..••••••••••••.•••••• , •••••• ••• • •• •••• •••• 227,-Cl:l7
Wright, Horatio G ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• 506

Murohison, J. R. Mentioned.... ...... ••••.• •••• ...... •••• •••••• •••••• •••. 843
Murohison, Kenneth M. Mentioned •••••••••••••••••••• " •••• •••• •••• •• • . fJS1
Murphy, Mathew. Mentioned. .•.. ...• .••••••••• •••• •••• •••••• ..•••. 738
Murray, Henry S. Mentioned "'." 761
Muaser, Robert M. Mentioned __ . 689
Myer., M. B. Correspondence with Benjamin F. Bntler...... •••• .••••. ..•. 316
Myriok, John R. Mentioned.. •••. .•. ... ••• •.. ...... •••••••• •••• •••••. •••• tiS
Navy, U. S.

Co-operation of, with Army. Communications from
Butler, Benjamin F ...... .••••. .••••• •••• ••••.••••••• •••• • •••• 368
Eastman, Thomas H .••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• 7S4
Lee, S. Phillips _ ",." 76,287."
Wild, Edward A•••••••••:.......... •••••• •••• •••• .••••• •• • ••• •••••• liI7

-~
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Navy, U. B.-Continued.
Operations of. Communications from S. Phillips Lee ......•••..••••••• 566,595
Reported Confederate movement against the North Atlantio Squadron.

Communioation from S. Phillips Lee..•..•.. , .••.•• •••••• .• •••• 476
Navy Department, C. B. Correspondenoe with

Stevens, Walter H ••.. ••. . .••••. •••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• .•. • ..•. 830
War Department, C. S ..•...•....•••.•..••••••••......••••.••••..•.••• 829, I:l'JO

Navy Department, U. B. Correspondence with 8. Phillips Lee...... 76,
112,182,321,367,424,476,513,565,595,634,663,6~J,709,721,757

Neal, James H. Mentioned............ ••• ...••. •••• ...•.. •••• .... ...• 842
Neel, William H. R. Mentioned......................... .. . .•.. ..•... :L11
Neeper, William B. Mentioned. . • . .. .•.•.• ..•. ..•••. . . . .•. • •. ....•. .•.. 739
Neill, Edward M. For correspondence as A. A. G., see .J.7IlbrOB/l E. B,ml,ide.
Neill, Thomas H. •

Correspondence with
Griffin, Charles...... ••• ••• •••••• •••• .••••. ...•.. .••••• . ...••. . . . ... 223
Wright, Horatio G ..•.•.....•...••...••......•.•••.••••....... 308, 309, 40'~

Mentioned ..•. 63,133,166,226,307,309,381,383,401-403,508,509,616,732,750,764
Nelson, P. H. Mentioned.................................................. 842
Neuse, Steamer. Mentioned.... •••.. ••.. ..•••.. .......•. •••• ..• .•. •... .•.• 565
New Hampshire Troope. Mentioned.

Cavalry-Regiments: 1st, 365,669,691,736, 739.
Infantry-Re.qiments: 2d, 429 i 3d, 428; 4th, 372, 430. 509; 5th, 201, 233;

261, :i77, 443, 472, 666; 7th, 428,859; lOth. 12th, 13th, 429.
New Jereey'Proopll. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light-Batteries: 3d, 723,724, 738, 78'J. 7!l3, 796; 4th, 283, 428;
5th, 284, 42....

Cavalry-Regiments: let, 471; 3d, 377, 6tH.
Infantry-Regiments: 2d, 376; 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 761; 9th, 429; 11th,

761.
Newton, Char1ee B. Mentioned........................................... 432
New York, Steamer. Mentioned...•••.•..•• : ....•. ..•••• ..•... 235
New York Troope. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy-Regiments: 2d, 298,665,731'3,749; 4th, 50, 291, 759; 6th,
60; 7th, 103,298, H65, 73tl; 8th, 103, 298, 602.665, 738; 9th, 103, 602, 665,
738; 10th, 589, f>91, 602,666; 13th. 430, 4:n; 13th (Bat/erie8), I, K. 427;
15th, 7, 60; 16th, 430, 431; 16th (Battalion,), 1st, 431.

Artillery, Light-Batt8l'ies: 6th. 73!J i 7th, 106,108,204; 8th, 428, t31, 708;
16th, 431; 23d, 24th, 432; 27th,602,739; 33d, 39, 283, 4~, 5:Jf>. Regi
ments: let (Batteries), D, 45:l; 3d, 432; 3d (Battlllie8), C, 432; E, 430,
474,f>95; H, 431; K, 430; M, 74, 112,430.

Cavalry-Battalions: 2313, 432. Regiments: 2d (Harris Lig1t.t), 621,656;
2d (Molltlted Rif/ea), 665, 699-701, 7:lH; 3d, 427,757; 4th, 277,365, 7:l8; 5th,
6:i, 171; 6th, 174; 7th, 236,287.371,430,431; 9th, 7!11; 12th, 43t; 20th,
431; 2213, 201,277,365.602,739; 24th, 509,669; 25th, :i65, f>09, 6!11, 783,
793.797.

Engineers-RegIments.' let, 35,428; 15th, 6.13.
Infantry-Regiments: 3d, 372, 430, 5W; 5th ( Veteran), 275, 377, 39'J, 453,

666; 12th, 453; 40th, 761; 41Bt, 580; 46th, 209, 304, f>43; 47th, 48th,
372, 429; 51et, 501; 57th, 5il9; 6213, 223; 70th, 71et. 72d, 7H1; 73d,
74th, 76"2; 81at, 429; 84th, 453; 85th, 43"2; 86th, 71il; 88th, :177; 89th,
372; 92d, 429; 93d, 761; 94th, 209, 304, 666; 96th, 98th, 42!1; 99th,
373, 432; 100th, 428, 706; 112th. 115th, 372, 429; 117th, 372, 430, 509;
!l8th, 429; 12Oth, 762; 124th, 761; 132d, 432; 139th, 429; 142d,
372, 430, f>09; 148th, 429; 155th, 9; 158th, 76, 77, 43'J; 16tth, 9;
169th, 372, 429; 170th. !J; 179th, 600, 724, 739; 182d, 9.
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Pap.
Nicholson, EdwardA. T. Mentioned •••••••••. :............. •••• •••••••••. ~

Niles. Alanson E. Mentioned... . .•.. .•.• •••• •••• •.•• •••• •••••• •••••• .•.••. 724
North Carolina, DiBtriot of. (Union.)

Affairs in, generally. Communications from Innis N. Palmer.... .•.••... 322,
373, 374, 424-42fl, 523, 568, 597,745

Movements aud disrositiou of troops in. Communicstiou from IDnis N.
Palmer.... ..•.•• ...••. ...•.• .•.••. ..•••. •. .••• ••••.•. •••••... i6

North Carolina TroopB. (Confederate.)
Holmes, Theophilos H., lWl8igoed to command of reserve forees.. . .•.. ..•• 8«
Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy-Battalions: 1Bt,893; lOth,892, 893. Regiments: lid,
3d,893.

Artillery, Light-Battalions: 3d (Battl'r'iukB, C, R98; 13th (Batttriu),
A, B, Il9'l; C, 891, 892; D, 89:!; E, 892. Batteries: Sampson, 893.
Regiments: 1Bt, 892; 1Bt (Batfmes), E, 891.

Cavalry-Companies: Coast Guard, 893. Regiments: 2d, 762; 3d,82O,
8'll; 4th, 821,8:13,868,89'; 6th, 892, 893.

Infantry-Regiments: 2d, 762; 6th, 175, 811; 8th. 666,818; 17th, 818,
842; 21Bt, ~O, 175; 22d, 72,'j; 24th. 175; 25th, li5, 666. 8'l:l; 31st,
818; 34th, 601, 725; 35th, 175; 37th, 807; 42d, 92, 534, R18, 842;
43d, 80, 17f,; 49th, 175, 678,725; 50th, 892; Slat, 818; 54th, 56th,
175; 57th, 80, 175; 61Bt, 818; 66th, 818,842; 67th, 68th,89'J.

North Carolina Troops. Mel1tioned. (Union.)
.Artillery, Heavy-Regiments: 1Bt (Colored), 432.
Infantry-Regiments: lilt, 2d, 432.

North Carolina and Southern Virginia, Department of. (Confederate.)
Colston, Raleigh E., B.88ignf'd to command of 64th Georgia Regimen~Iova-

lid Corps, and militia. .. . ... ... ...••. .••••. .••••• •••••• •••• •••• 89ti
Confederate troops in. Orga.nization, strength, ete.

Ma3' 21, 1864 .••••....•••••••••••••••..••••••.••••••••••••••••••••. 817, !l18
JUlie 10,1864 B!JO.$

l!'irst Military District. Limits of, extended. ..•••.••.••. .••••.••.. I6l
Hill, Daniel H., relieved from command of division in.... ..•••• .•. ... .•.. 921
Orders, Special, series 18M-Beauregard : No.9, 811; No. 10, 8'Jl ; No.1!,

827; No. 12, 83:l; No. 13, 831;; No. 15, 849; No. 16. 857; No.
17, 865; No. 18, 87~; No, 20, 879; No. 21, 890. Wi.. : No.
10,800.

Whiting, William H. C.
Assigned to command of 3d Military District of ..•.•...•••.••••••••••
Relieved from command of Department of " •• " •••••.

Winder, Jobo H" assigned to command of 2d District of ...••...••••.•...
Wise, Henry A., B.88igued to command of lst Military Distrid of.••••••••.

Northern Virginia, Army of.
Andel'llOn, Richard H., assigned to temporary command of 1st Corps...... 873
Barringer, Rofus, B.88igned to command of Gordon's Cavalry Brigade. •••• ll73
Capture of guns, col01'8, etc., by. CommonicstioD8 from

Barry, John D...... •••••• •..•.. ..•••. .••••. ..•.•. .••••. •••••. !Oi
Brinkley, R. B...... ~

Etberedge, William H...... ...•.. ...•.. . .•.•.. llIf
Hill, Ambrose P ..•••••• " •••••••••..••••.•.•...•••..••.• ".'" •••.•. S03
Lee, Robert E... .••. .••••• •••• •••••• ...... ..•• ••••••••• ••. •••••. •.•. ~

~ahoue,William .....•..•••••.•.••.•••..••••••...•••••.•••• , •••••. BO'l,8lN
Riddick, J. B...... . .. .•.. eM
Wilcox, C.~jl1lJ...... •••• .•• ••. .. . . . .. .••. ••• •.. •••. ••.. !lO3, 811
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l'llge.
Northern Virginia, Army of-Continned.

EMly, Jubal A.
A8Aigned to temporary command 01 2d Corps ..•.•....••..•........ 846,873
Relieved from command of 3d Corps .••..........••............. _.... HI4

Inspection of Stuart Bol'lle Artillery. Commllnica•.ion from Jobn Esten
Cooke ..• ..• .•••.•.•. •.. .•••.. .••... &l3

Kershaw, Joseph B., aHIIigned to command of McLaws' old diviaion, lHt
Corps.... ..••.. .•.• ..•... . ...•.. ...•.. tl7:l

Mahone, William, D88igned to temporary command of Amlerson'e division,
3d Corps __ .. . .. . ...•.• .••••. 87:1

Orders, Circnlars, series 1864-Lee: Mav 23, 826; June 3, 869. Anderson:
June 6, 877; June 7', 877.

Orders, General, series 1864-Lee: No. 44, 1:'00.
Orders, Special, series Id64-Lee: No. ~28, tH3; No. ~33, 843; No. ~34,

846; l!fo. ~38, 873 j No. H~, 8l:l3.
Ramsenr, 8tephen D., 8118igned to temporary command of Early's division,

2d Corps.... .. . .. . • . . .. • ••. .•..•.••••.• •••••. . .. .. B1ll
Re-enforcements for. Commnnications from

Adjntant amI Inspector General's Office, C. S. A ..•••••....••••• 812,820,857
Anderson, Richard B.... •.. ...••. .•.. ...•.. ..•.•. ..••.. 895
Beauregard, G. T ......••..•..•..••••............. 820,857,858,870-872,874
Bragg, Braxton .....•••••••••••.•.••••.•••.......••.• , 807,808, i'!57, 871, 895
Field, Charles W .••• .••••. •••• .••••• .•.. •••••• .•.• •••• .•.. •••••. .•. • l:l9ii
Gregg, John ......•••.....•..•.......•.•..••••..••••.••.. -.. .•.• .... 894
Lee, Robert E •.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ll.'"ll:l,895

Northrop, Luciu. B. Mentioned......... .•.. ..•. .••••. •... 898,800
jo'or correspondence, etc., see S.baillmt.De DapRrtmnlt, C. S. A.

Norton, Lemuel B.
C01T6llpondence with

Ames, John W.............................. ..••...•••••...•.•••••.. 423
Baird, ThoUlIWI 8 ..•....•...••.•..••••..••.••... ~.. •••••. .....• 741
Butler, Benjamin F ......•.••...••.•...•.•••.••.•.••••...•.... 423,663,771
Craft, David L .......•••••........•••.....•........••..........•.. 7Hl,741
Garrett, Charles F •••••. •••• .••• •• •••••• •. •••• ...• •••••• •••••• 692, 69"J, 705
Ireland, Oscar B .••••. ..••.. .•.•.. ..•••. .........•..••••..•.••••..• 637
Young, George F. ..• .••. .•.• ..•..• ..•••• 422

Mentioned ..• . . . . . . • .• ...• .. . . • • .. ..•• •... •..• .. . . •. . . . . .. ...• . . • . . • 427
Norvell. John M. jo'or correspondence IlIl A. A. G., see JOllA Gibbon.
Norwood, William. Mentioned ...........•....••••, .•.•.. ..•... •••• •• •••• 131
Oberteuffer, John H., jr. Mentioned......... ••. . •.. ...•.• •••• •••••. •••••• 776
O'Brien, Richard. Correspondence with

Butler, Benjamin F .•..••..•......... '" •..••••.••••• " ••••••••••• , •••••• 635
Dodge, George 8- ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• , •••• •• • ••• •••• 75
Eckert, Thomas T ......••..............•.....••..•••.•••••. , .••... '" •• . ~
Fuller, Charles E ..•. .. . .•.. . .. . .••. ..•••. 75

Ooean Wave, Steamer. Mentioned. .••. .•. .••• ....•• •••. ....•. 737
Ohio Troop.. Mentioned.

Cavalry-Reqiments: 2d, 63, :112, 377; 6th, 780; ~3th, 365, 500, 62'J, 630,
660, 669, 7'.23,724,793, 797.

Infantry-Regiments: 8th, 739; 60th, 666; 62d, ~,236,239,241, 428,519,
566,706, 7ff1, 757, 774, 775; 67th, 428, 517, 520, 567; ~32d, 5O'J, 666, 723,
7'J4, 739, 770, 771; ~33d, 770,773,774; ~34th, 6G6, 739, 755--757, 773, 774;
~38th, 666, 724; ~39th,366, 431; 14Oth, 666; ~"2d, 739, 771, 774; ~"3d,

739,773,774; 148th, 739, 773-775 i ~55th, 666, 724; ~63d, 739, 756, 773,
774.
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I'.~

Oloott, Egbert W. Mentioned .••••..••••..••.••. _•.....••. , ••••..• ••• ••.•• 432
Onderdonk, Benjamin F. Mentioned ....•....•...•.......••..• _•••• _•••• 430,774
Opel, John N. Mentioned .....•.•.•.••••. "." .•......•.•. "' •• ' •••.••••• ' 59
Ord, Edward O. C. Mentioned ..•....••••..••.•.......••••••. __ ._. •••••••• ~

Ordnanqe Department, C. S. A. CorrespOl,ldence with
Baldwin, BrillCOO G...... .••••• .••••••..... ..•••. •••••••••• •••• •••• ••••. B8!I
Brown, W. Le Roy .•••.•.••••..•••••••••••••••••••••...•••.• '." •••••... B8!I

Org~~on,Suen~,.w.

Confederate Troops ..••••.•••••••••••• _••••••••••••••• 817,818, AGl, 1362. 89()...$3

Union Troops ...•...•.•.•.•...•••• , .•...... , .•.....••••. 9, 4~3'l,4"~509,724
Orr, RobertL. Mentioned _... ..•••. •..• 512

}o'or correspondence as A. A. A. G., 1166 JQl. J • .d.beror~; also Gt:OT!I" W.
Getty.

Orwig. Thomu G. Mentioned .•.••....•.•...••..•••.•.••••• ' •• '." •.•• •••• 431
Osborn, Francis A. Mentioned ...•. , .••. " : ••.•..•••• , •..•••••• _. ~ •.•• __ •. 428
Osborn. George B. Correspondence with Lysander Cotler... ••. .••• •.• ••••. 4S3
Otey, John M. Mentioned .•.•••..•.•.•. , ....••..•••....•"•••••..• _.. .••••.. f:j69

}o'or correspondence all A. A. G., 1166 G. T. BuwreglWtl.
Otey, Kirkwood. Mentioned ....•..•.....•.•...•.•••.• _••...•• _..... .••••. 175
O~s, John L. Mentioned .•.•• '.' .•• _••.•••.•......•....••••••.••••• __ ••• 264,428
Otsego, U. S. S. Mentioned ,.",•.•••••• '_ ••••. 565
Ould, Robert. Mentioned .••••....••••.•....•••••••......•••..••••••• _••• 717,721
Owen, Joahua T.

Charges against. Communication from George G. Meade.... •••• ..•• •••• 713
Correspondence with John Gibbon ••••.....•.••......••••.•..• 334,445, 6Ot, 6lX'i
Mentioned ..••••.•••...............•..... , ............•.•. '" .... 188.330.360,

377,378,384,386.387,407,4~J,436,439.444.459,604,605,608,647.b73.713

Owen, William M. Mentionoo ••• •••..• ••• •••• ••• •••• •••• •••• •••• 819
Owen&, John C. Mentioned ..•••.••••••••••••••.•••••••• , ••••.••••... _. •••• 175
Page, ---. Mentioned .•.••• , •• __ , ••••••••.......•.•• _••.•• _•••• __ •• ••••. 245
Page, L. R. Mentioned .••••••...•••••••••••••.•.• _••.•••••••••••.•••• _•• 82l:!.!j40
Page, Powhatan R.

Correspondence with Daniel H. Hill .•••••••••••.••••.•••••••••••••• __ •• . 869
Mentioncd .....•.........••......•••••....•••.•..••• _...••.••... _.. • ••• • 890

Paine, Charles J. For correspondence as Acting Chief of SiaJr. see Bert,;a.ia
F. Butler.

Paine, Willlam. H. Mentioned ,. .••••• .•.••• .••••• 83.219,305,346, "1, 602
Palmer, Innis N.

Correspondence with
Adjutant-General's Office, U. S. A.•.••..•. - 3i3,424,425
Bntler, Benjamin}' ...••...•••••.••.........•- •••..••••.••• _•• 322,425.597
Claallll6n, Peter J , " " ' 76, 24ii
James, Horace ....•...••••.......••....••....•.••.....•••• "._" .••• 5Ii6
King, William R .•.•••.•••.•••••.•••••••••••..••.••••• "" .,__ .••• _. 'Jfj;

Little Washington, N. C., Officer Commanding COUfOOllf"o1te Jo'orces at_ 5~

Sands, Benjamin }o' ..•.......•. "" .. .•.. ........•. ....•. •••• .•.. ..•. ~(

SistKln, Henry T".... "'." .. , ....•• -•..•.•...•.... "'" ••• _.. .... .... 113
Smith, Melancton ..••......•........••.•.......•...•.•••.••••. 374,426,&23
Vau Hook, J. C.... .••• ...••. ...••• .••• ..•• .•.. ••••. ..•••• ....•• itS
War Department, U. S .••. ..•. •••••••••••..• .••. •••• .••• .•••••.• ~

Mentioned , ...••••.•••••.•••••.••••.•.....•••. 76,77,427.432.568, 5eII
Palmer. J. M. Mentioned ••••••••••.••• _.•.•.••••.•.••••••••••. •• _•••• 322,'"
Palmer; William H. For correspondence as JL A.. G., eee A_bro." P. Hm.
Paria, Andrew B. Mentioned...... ••••.••••• •••••.•••••••••••• .••• •••• .••. S
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Page.
Parke, John G. '

Announced as Chief of Staff, 9th Army Corps..... ••.• •••• •••••. •••• ••••. 765
Mentioned .•...•.••.........••.. "' •• ' .•••..... ,.. .•.. ••.•.•.•••.. 7/;5

Parker, Ely S. Mentioned........ .••. ..•••. •••• •••• . •.•• •. •••••. 670,600.690,691
Parker, Pozhall A.

Correspondence with Alonzo G. Draper •.•••••••.•_. •••••• .... .•••.. .•.. 68
Mentioned ...•.. ..••.. .•..•• .••••• .•••••...•.•• .••••. ..•••. .•••.... 314

Parker, luac B. Mentioned.............. •••. .••••. . . ..•. ••.. ..•. .••. ••.. . 11
Parnell, WUliam R. Mentioned •..................•... _....•.. .•. •.. .:ltl
Parramore, James B. Mentioned.................... . •••........ _ :. • 88'~

Pareons, Charles B. Mentioned •.••...••..... , , .•.......• '" ~O'~, 263
Parsons, Enos B. Mentioued .......•.•.... , ••....... ,... .•. .•.. 497

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Philip H. Sheridan.
Partridse, I. M. Mentioned .•.•.•...•.....•.....•. , """"""" ••••.. .... A.'l6
Pate, Henry C. Mentioned ..••.... .•.. .....• ..•. .•.••• !1.l
Patrick, Marsena R.

Correspondence with
Abercrombie, John J •••..•••.•...•.....••••......... ;..... ... ... .... 70:l
Me:ule, George G...•.••••• '" ••• . . .. .•.• . . .. ..•... ..•. .. . . . . . . . . 291
Wright, Horatio G , ...•••..........•••.... , """ ..••.. 680

Mentioned .....•.•............... 9,1:1.414, 426, r.~J, 550. [,60. G20. 670, 679, 684, 697
Patterson, Captain. Mentioned .. __ -. .. .•.. 8:m
Patton, George S. Correspondent'e with John C. Brl'ckinridge '... ...• 864
Patton, W. Tazewell. Mentioned _ 175
Patuzent, Steamer. Mentioned _._..........................•••.. ,.'. ..•... li7
Peace. A. C. Mentioned........ .••... •••....•....••.... •... ...... ••... .... 8'J1
Pearce, James H. ME'ntioned . .•.. . ..•••• ..•••. •••• ..•. .••••. .. .. 897
Pease, Oharles E.

Cort'E'spolldence with Seth Williams.....•.....••• ~. .•.• •.•. ..••.. \!Ill
1Jlentioned ...•....•• ...••. ...• .••••• .•.•.. .•.... 90

For correspondence as A. A. G., see George G. Meade.
Peaae. Walter B. Mentioned ..........••.......... ""'" ; 275,7:*.1
Pegram, John. Mentioned ...........••.....••••...•...•.••.••••...•... 5, 390. 874
Pegram, Richard G. Mentioned ....•....... _...•..... ..•••. ...••. .•••.. 891
Peirce, Charles B. Mentioned. _... ..•.•. ..••.. ...•.• •... 6O'.l
Peirce, Ebenezer W. Mentioneq 304,701
Peirce, Luther B.

Correspondenoe with Edward Ferrero...... .••••. •••• •••• . •••• •••. 766
Mentioned 198,465,466

Pemberton, John C. Mentioneo .•..•..............•••.•••.••••• 810, 840, 862, 902
Pendleton, A. S. For correspondence 88 A. A. G., see Robert E. Rodu.
Pendleton, William N.

Correspondenoe with
Baldwin, Briscoe G..••.....•••.•.••..••...••••.•0.... ...••. 8&l
Cooke, John Esten ..•••..•.•..••...•••••.•..••••.••....•••.••• 830,847,8H3
Davis, Jefferson .•••.••••. "" _.. '_... HHO

Mentioned ...•..... , .•....•.........•••...•••...•.•................... 0:>.6, 837
Pendrell, William. Mentioned .............•••••..••• ,.... .•.• •... ••.. ..•. 4:10
Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy-Regiments: 3d, 589, 591, 60'l, 666,739; 2d Provisional,
657 j 3d, 430, 431 i 3d (Batteries), A, G, 4:!7; M. 427, 474, 520.

Artiller~', Light-Regiments: 1st (Balfe/'j/'s), A, E, 431 j P,670.
Cavalry-Regiments: 2d, 4th,7ll!'l; 5th, 4:.!7, 708, 739, 744,7[,7 j 8th, .~,

799; 11th, 427, 708, 744, 757; 13th, 20, 63, 1.1,230,274, 377, 799 j 16th,
799 j 18th, 509, 563 j 21st, 110, 145,377,453,666.
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Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned-Continued.
Infantry-Regiments: 1st Rell8rves, 139; 23d, lO:J, 665, 7:kl; 45th, 135,

668; 48th, ro7, ti5il, 686, 700, 701; 5lat, 8O'..l,~; 52d, 369; 55th,
372,429 j 57th, 761 j 58th, 429, 739 j 63d, 761; 67th, 665, 723. 7'14. 738,
775.78.1,793, 796 j 76th, 372. 429; 82d, 103, 665, 738; 84th, 76',2; 85th,
428; 97th, 372, 430, 509; 98th, 2'.13; 99th, 761; lOlst, 103d, 43-.2;
l04th, 3li9; 105th, 761; 107th, 665, 738; llOth, 115th, 761; 139th,
554; 140th, 602; 14lst, 761; 148th, 295, 60".2; 157th, 275,377,453, titjtj;
184th, 210,304,005,666 j 187th. 602, 662, 666, 739; 188th, 429 j 190th,
191st,5l:l1.

Penrose. William B. Mentioned ..•.••...•...•••••• "" •..•••.•.• 63.166, 306, 7&l
Pequot, U. S. S. Mentioned.. .••••• .••••. .••••. .•.• •..... .••••. .•••.. 3:11
Perot, Steamer. Mentioned .......••.•.............••••......•.•...• , ••••.. 262
Perrin, Abner. Mentioned. ..•••• ...••• .••••. .•••.• ...•.. ..••.. .••••. .••••• ~2

Perry. Edgar. Mentioned.... .... •... ...•.. .•••.. .•••.. .••••. •••••• ..•••... 42!1
Perry. Edward A. }Ientioned.... ..••..•• ••... ..••.. .•.... .••.•. .•••..•••.. SI3
Perry, John C. }lentioned..............•...•.......•.•...•.....•••••. ,. ••• 761
Petersburg. Va. Engagemen't at, June 9,11364. Communication from Benja.

min F. Butler. ....•• .••••. .••... .••••. .•.• •••• •••• •••••. •••••• 740
Pettes, William B.

COlT68pondence with Henry W. Benham..•.••••••••.•••••••••• 232,594,704, m
Mentioned .............•...•.•.•••••.••••••.•.••••.•.• : .•.•..••••••••• 564,593

prohl, W. J. Mentionel1........... ••••.•••.•..••••.••••...•.•••.•••. ••.... 175
Phelps, AlonzoJ. Mentioned.......... .•.••• .••••• .•.... ..•... .•••....•... 147
Piokering, John, jr. Mentioned """"" 427,42t!
Piokett, Charles. For correspondence as A. A. G., 1166 a_'ge E. Pickett.
Piokett, George E.

Correspondence with
Anl1erson, Ricbal d H .•••.•••..••••.•••••..••...•••.••••• " •••••. ••.• 843
Heth.Henry ......•••...••••.•••••.•••••.•••.•••..••.••••..•••.•••.• 903
Lee, G. W. Custis ..•••...•••....• .,." .•.•........ ..•• ........• •.• ..•. 902

hlentioned ...•.... 45,48,77,80,140, 176,516.528,544.5d2. 799.800,bOM. 83d,840,8HO
Pier, Colwert K. Mentioned .........••.....•...••••...•••.••:. .•••.••••••• 733
Pieroe, ByronR. Mentioned 156,575,673
Pioneer, Steamer. Mentioned ..•.•...••.••.•....••••, •••• •••••. ••• ••• •••••• 235
Pitkin, Perley P.

Correspondence with
Abercrombie, Jobn J.. .... .••••. ...... .•.••..••••••••••• •••••. ••••.. 314
Quartermaster·General's Office, U. S. A " .••... ' ••••.•••••••• 661, 7-n,769
Rucker, Daniel H. ..•• .••. ..•... ..•... ...••. ..•••. 7'$7

Mentioned. .... .... .•.. .... .... ...• 24, 103, 184,~, 208, 245, 280, 001, 626, 724. 7Gi:I
Plaisted, Barris ll/I.

Correspondence with Alfred H. Terry ., •.....•••...••.. 240,264,520,521,6&1.707
Mentioned. ...•.. .. .••••. .••• .•.• •••. 33,265, 42l:l, &17, 595, ~06

Platt, Edward R. Mentioned ....................•....• , ..'..... .••. .. 49tl, GOO, 5tl'J
Plimpton, Josiah I. Mentioned ..•.•.....•..........••••...•.••••••.•.... 4:.!h,S19
Plough, ---. Mentioned................................................. 293
Plummer, Julian L. Mentioned •••••......•.••••.. ,.... .••••• •••••• •. •••. tlOG, l307
Pond, Franois B.

Correspondence with
Butler, Benjamin F """ •••• •••••• ••.. 241
Turner, J obn W....................................... ::.21, r;iJ

Mentioned ~ 235, 371, i7~
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Page-
PoniooJUl. Empioyment or, ete. Communications from

Abercrombie, John J ...••••.•••••.•..•••...••••.•............•.••....• 116,276
Benham, Henry W .....•••••••••••.... 366,416,472,564, 59'..!, 593, 632, 633, 662, 772
BntJer, Benjamin F ..•...... '" .•••....... , .•.•.. 740
Grant, U. S •.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••....•••••••••.•...•.• 365,524
Halleck, Henry W ..•.•..•••••.•••••••.••••••...•••....•...••••• 24,375,416,417
Hancock, Winfield S .....•.•..................... ~ .............•.......... 212
Meade, Goorgc G.. . .•. ...• .... .••. .••••. ...••. 115,212,232,558,564,592-594, 6:J3
Pettes, William H .....•..••••............••••.......•..: ..••.....• 23:.:!, 594, 704
Quartermaster·General's Office, U. S. A ....•........•..................... 23,24
Robbins, James L ....•........••..........••••............. : .••. .... .... 77:l
Roebling, Washington A .••••••••••...•••••••• o •••••••••••••••••••••• _ • • 269
Sheridan, Philip H .•.•......••.••• :... .••• .••.•• .••••. ..•.. . ..•• .. .•••.. 558
SI0880n, Henry V ••.• ••.• •••• •••• •••••. .••••• .••••. .. ••.. .••••. .•.... .•.• 662
Smitb, Isaac W .........•.•••••••• 0" •••••••••••••••••• '0' ••• •••••• • 860
Warren, Gonverneur K .....•.•. , ..••.• ..•• •..• 301
Wriltht, Horatio G .•. ••. ...•.. ..•. ..•... .••••. .• •••. ..•... 165

Poor, Walter S. Mentioned •••••• .••••••.•.•••. .••••• ••••••.•.... ..•. ..•.. 43'..!
Pope, Edmund M.

Corresponuence with Gouverneur K. Warren .........•.•................. 57,92
Mentioned [,;1-[,5,58, ell,~, 9'2, l~"" 1:l6. 130, 157, 7~

Pope, John. Men tiuut-d _. .. .. 897
Pope's Point, Va., Telegraph Operator at. Correspondence with John J.

Abercrombie.. .•..•. ..•... ...•.. ....•. 314
Porter, Horace. ~'or correspondence as A. D. C., 866 U. S. Gra"t.
Porter, Peter A. Mentioned. ..•• ••.. .•••.. •.• ..•••... ..• .•• .•• ••. 1!98
POBtell, John. Men tioned. ••• ••• • . • • • •• ..• . .••••• ..•••. . . . . .. .•.. .. . • •. •••• 866
Potomao, Army of the.

Abercrombitl'l John J., relieved from command at White H01l86, Va ..•...• 758
Army Corps, 9th, Q88igned to...... .•.• ... . .. .. . ... ... •.. ....•. .••••• 169
Army Corps, 18th, transferred from Army of the James to.... .... 466
Crawforu, SaUlud W., assigned to command of 2d Division, 5th Army

Corps .. .. . . .. ...•.. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . • .. . . .. 495
Eustis, Henry L., relicved from duty with. .... .... .•.. ....•. ..•. 758
List of troops forwarded frow Department of Washington to, May I-June

7, 1864 ...•.....•....••.•••...................•. , .. . . .. 665, 666
List of troops forwarded t{), May-June 10, 1864 ...............•......... 738,739
Lockwood, Henry H., relieved from command of 2d Division, 51h Army

Corps..............••••...............••.................•.. 494,495
Orde,rs, series lrl64-Meade: May 20, 6; May 22 (four), 80, 8\ ; May 24,

146; May 26, 211; June 3, 528; June 4, 570; June 5, 603;
June 11, 747. Burnside: June 12, 7G5. Gregg, O. McM.: May
26 (two), 230. Gregg. J. Irfin: June 27, 7!11:!. Griffin: May 23,
l:n; May 24, lIH. Hancock: May 23, 12:1. Russell: May 21,
6:1 j May 24, lr,r,; June 12,761. Sheridan: June 9, 716 j June
19. 77!1. Warren: May 21, 5!1; May 23, 1:11I; June 1, 453;
June 12, 7t~1. Wright: May 23, 133; May 26. 226; May 29,
307; June 2 (two), 4911; June 10, 732; June 11, 7:;0 j June 12,
764. -

Orders, Circulars, series 1864-Meade: May 22,81; May 25 (two), 185;
May 26, 210; May 30 (two), 324,325; May 31, 376; June 2,
479; June 3, 529; June 4,571; June 5, 602; June 6 (two),
640; June 7 (two), 668, 669. Beafer: June 5, 608. Birney:
June 4, 576. Burnside: May 22, 96; May 26, 228; May 28,
In'2; May 30, 360; May 31, 409; .Tune 2, 504; June 4, 587 ;
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p.
Potomac, Army of the-Continued. •

Orders, Circulars, series 181J4-Burn$ide (continued): June 6. 657. Han
cock: May 20 (two), 10; May 21, 51; May 25, 187; May 26
(five);215-217; May 27, 252; Ma~ 28,21\9; May29(two),29t';
May31(follr),384,3l:l5; June 1 (tbree),442,44:J; June 2 (lwo),
483,484; June., 574; June 5, 608; June 6,645; June 7,672;
June 8,697; June 12 (three), 759. 760. Ingalls: May 22, 711;
May 28,210; May 31, 376. McParlin: June 2, 4HO. Potter:
May 23, .135. Smith: June 7, 1188. Warren: May 28, 270;
May 29 (two), :103, 30.. ; NOB. 60, 62. :W.. ; June 3, 543; June
6, 651; June 7, 6711; June 12, 762. Wright: June 3, 546; June
., 58~; June 6, 653.

Orders, Field, series 1864-Gregg, D. McM.: June 1., 776.
Orders, General, series 1l:l6"\-Meade: June 7,670. Abercrombie: No.6,

512; No. 10, 786; No. 17, 174. Burnside: No. 23.76£i. Getty:
No. 11.786; No. 12,796. Sheridan: No. 19, 2'l. Warren: May
26, I!'l:\; June 5, 613.

Orders, Special, series IR64-Meade: No. 1~, 6; No. 1.3, 147; No. 144,
1!:l5; No. 145, 209; No. 1.6, 291; No. 1.8, 376; No. 149,
43:1; No. 150, 479; No. 151, 5-.!9; No. 152, 571; No. 153,
602; No. 1!::4, 640; No. 155,669; 1'0.157,711; No. 158.729;
No. 165, 784. Abercrombie: May 18, 103• .Birney: May 20.
11; May 29, 300. Griffin: No. 75, (if,2. Hancock: No. 139,
298; No. 142, 443; No. 1.6, 575; No. lSI, 730; No. 152,
749. Potter: June 5, 622. Warren: May 27, 2:):J; No. 128,
304; '1'0. 130, 453; No. 131, 495; June 3, 54:1; June 4. ~;
June 6, 651; No. 139, 731. Wright: No. 126, 617.

Organization, strength, etc.
May 20, 1864.................... 9
May 31, 1864...... •••• •• •••• •••• •• • ••. •••• •••• •••• •• • • ••• • •••• ••• ••• 426
June 1, 1864 ••••.• •••• •••• •••••• •••• •••• •• •••• •••••• ••• ••• •••••• •.•. 4H
Junl' 2. 1864 •••••••••• '" ••••••••••••••••• :... ••• ••• .••••. •••••. •••• 509
J lAtte 9, 1R54 •.••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••,. 72.

Recommendations for promotion in. Commnnications from
Grant, U. S .••••. •••• .••• .••... ...•.. ...•.. .•.• ...•. 3
Halleck, Henry W •• , ••• •••••• •••• .••••. . • •••. •••••• .•• ••• •••• •..••. 115
Meade, George G •••••• •• • ••• . • •• . . ..•••. •• • • . ..... •• ••. .•.. .... .... iO:I

Re·enforcements for.
Communications from

AlJercroJDbio, Jobn J .•••••••..... 25,26,67,103,139,275,276, 364,414,Wl
Butler, Benjamin F .••••• """ ...•...•.......••......•.... , .•. 2;1.;,2i
Draper, Alonzo G••••••.•••••...... """ .. ..•... .•••.. ~I((I

Graut, U, S ..•••••••..••••••.........•......••......... GS,234,414,il'J
Halleck, Henry W ••••••.••••• 114, 176,201,207,245,259,267,47 ,569,~J

Scbriver, Edmund.... .••••• .. . ...•.. lo~

Smith, William F ••.•••.•... _...............• , •.• .•.••.. •••• 3'JI
Memoraudum of ..•••. •••.•. .•...• ...• .•.... .•.. .•.. 600

Transfer of 18th Army Corps to. Commuuications from
Grant, U. S ..•••..••••...•••••••....• _•..•••.....•.•...••••.•.•.....
Smith, \Villiam F ._. __ .. r,O:

Potter,Robert B.
Correspondence with

Burnside, Ambrose E ••••••••••••.•••.•••••.••••.•••••••••••••••• 20,97,
170,273.360,409,460,464,504,551,586,657-659,685,686,699-70'2,7"
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Potter, Robert B.-Continued.
Correepondenoo with

Mitchell, B. Charlton ....•.•••.•• ,. .••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••• 20
Wright, Samuel...... .•.••. ..•...•• ••••...•..• •••••••••••. .•••.• ••.. 658

Mentioned ....•.. , •.......••• _ 65,97,98,134,154,155,166,168-170,185,189,196,
197,213,~14,21~.218,~26,229,247,257,272,330,341,356,357,406,408,409,
459,465,4~J,504,547,548,551,587.G:7,653-6G6,680,682,684, 687, 698, 714

Potts, J. D. Correspondence with Charles T. Mason _.. , ••• .••••• ..••.. ..••.. 833
Pound, Richard. Mentioned...... ...••. ..•••• .•••.• •..• ...• .•... .•.. .••••• 90
Powell, Thoma., Steamer. Mentioned ...•..••..•...••• _..... .••... .••• .••. 235
Pratt, Benjamin P. Mentioned ..•• .••••• •••• ••••••.••••. .••••. .••••• .••••. 431
Prell1dent, C. S. See Jefftr80n DaN.
Prell1dent, U. S. See ..4braham Lincoln.
Pre8a1ey, John G. Mentioned ...•...•••••...••..••• , •... """ ...••. .••••. 176
Pre8ton, AddiBon W. Mentioned ••.•••.•.••..••••..•.••... : ..•.. """ •... 561
Pre.ton, John B. Mentioned .....•••••.•••••••••...•....••...•.• """ .... 721
Pride, William G. Mentioned .•••..•••.••.••••..•••• , .•.••...••.....•••.. 70,567
Prince. PrederickW. Mentioned ......•••....•••••• , ••.. """ •••••• ..•••. 431
PriBOner8 oeWar.

AcLiou touching, etc. Communicationfl from
AlJercrombie, John J .- .....••....•..••••.••.. , """ ...••. .••••. .... 780
Butler, Benjamin }o' ••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• ,.. ••• ••• •••••• •••••• •• 743
Spear, SamuelP ..•••• ....•. .•.•.. ...•.. ..•... •••••• ...•... 744

Captures of, etc. Communicationfl from
Abercrombie, John J •••••••••••• """ .•••••.••••...•••.......•..•. 68,259
Crawford, Samuel W l!i,94
Hoffman, William """ .,.. ...• ..•• 175
Meade, George G .......•••.. :........ .......••••. .•••.. ..•.•• •••••• 13
Schriver, Edlllllu,1 .. .....•..•••. .••••••••••• .... .... ..•••. .•.• .••••. 26
Sharpe, George H .............•••.••••••••....... - ..•••.......••.... 5,527
Warren, Gouvernenr K .........•.• " ••" ., •. """ .•••.•..•. _'" 13, fJ6, 129
Wright, Horatio G ........•......•••.....•••• , .••• .••• ..•.•. .. 679

Pritchett, T. J. Mentioned "" :..... t:l92
Private Property. Depredations on, etc. Communications from

Kantz, August V.... .•.• .••• •••••. .••••. .••• ••.. •••. •..• .•.••. .... .••••. 596
Lee, Robert E ....•....•••.• , •••..••••...•••.••.•..••.....••...••.. '" ••• 826
Sheridan, Philip H ..•••••••......•••...•..•.••••......••.••. "" ..•••..• 2:2

Pruyn, Minott A. Mentioned.... .••• .••• .•.• .•.••• .••••... .•.• .••• .••• •••• 431
Public Property. Disposition of, etc. Communications from

Abercrombie, John J ..••••..••..•••• """ ...•••.. , •••••••..••••..•••. 101,137
Grant, U. S ......••.•••.••••••••• "'" .••••• •••• •.•• .••• •••• ..•••• •••••. 100
Halleck, Henry W .••.•• .••••• ..•• .••••• •••••• .•.•••.. •••••• •••••. .•••.• 137
War Department~ U. S .............••..•_... •..........••... ..••.. .•.•.. l&l

Quarterma8t8r·General'8 OfIlce, U. S. A. Correspondence wit.h
Benham, Henry W .•••••...•.....•••.•••.•.......•••••.••••••••••. "'." 23,24
Bigg8, Herman ....•....••...•••••.••••••..••••....•••..•.. 29,280,367,416,756
Butler, Benjamin F .•••••••••••...•••••••.••••••••...•••...•.•..•.••••. 29,279
Gillmore, Quincy A ••••••••••..••....•••• _...•...•••••.••••, .•.•.• .•.••. 279
Halleck, Henry W .•••••••: •••.•••.•.....••• "' •• ' ••••••••••..•••. .•.•.. 24
IIIKalls, Rufus ..••.••••..••••.•••• ""' ..•••••••••.•••••.• '.'.' 79,184,208,664
Pitkin, Perley P ...•••...•••••...••••••••• '.'." ...•••..•••......• 661,737,769
Van N688, William W ••••••..•........ """ ••••••.•....••.. .•.••• ..••.. 265

RadclUfe, lame. D. Mentioned .••••.•••.••••••..•..... "." .••••.•••••. 842,843
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RalIlNty, Thomas. Mentioned .••••.••••. " ••••••••••••••.•• '" ••••••••• _••
Rains, Gabriel J. Mentioned .••.•..••••.•••••••••••..•••••••• _••.•••••••••
Ramseur, Stephen D.

A8signmeni to command •••••• •••••• •••••• •••• .••••• ••.• ••••.• •••••. •••• 874
Mentioned ..•...•..•....••••••..•.•••.••••••••.•••.•.•••••.••••••• 352,762,874

Ramsey, John. Mentioned .•••••••••••••••••.•.••.••.••••••••••••••• • 647, b'7'J
Ramsey, Joseph F. Mentioned.... •••••• ..•••• ••.••. .••••. •••••• •••• .••••• 739
Rand, Arnold A. Mentioned .••••• .••••••••••• •..•...•••.. .••• .••••• .••••• 4JO
Randol, Alanson M. Mentioned..••••••.•••••••.••••.•.•...•••••••••• •• 7'.19
Randolph, Colonel. Mentioned ..•••••••••.•••••••.••••••~.... .••••• .••• .••• 9'J
Randolph, George W. Mentioned .••••• """ "•• _... .••••• •••••• .••••• .••• 829
Ranger, Steamer. Mentioned...... ...•.•.••••••••••••••••..••••••.••••. .••. 367
Ransom, Alfred Mentioned ...••....••. ""'" .••••..•.•. , ••• : .••• "" • __ . 432
Ransom, Dunbar R. Correspondence with Henry J. Hont. __ •....•..•.•.•• , 7
Ransom, Matt. W. Mentioned•.... 7'.l5, 762, SW, 821, tlOO, 868, ~O--87"4 874, 8,9, 900
Ransom, Robert, jr.

ColTtlllpondenoe with
Bragg, Braxton ...••••..••.••••..••••••••..••••..... """ .••••. •••. tl98
Evans, Thomas J "...•..•......••.. """ "" _._ _. 861

Mentioned ...•...•••....•....••••.............•••••••.•••••.••••. _•••• 80,140,
141, 175, 725, 7'l6, SOO, 808, 811,l:!13, 8".12,840,860-862,864,887, 890, 898, 899

Rapidan River, Va. Campaign from, to tbe James. ~e JaJlfel/ Rif!flr, Va.
CaMpaignjrom the Rapida,~ to, May 4-Julle 12, 1864.

Rawle, Francis. Mentioned - .•.••••••••••.•••.••••.••••• """ m
Rawlins, John A. Correspondence with

Babcock, Orville E._ ..•..•...•... -•••...•••• """ ••••....•••..• _... •••• 339
Bowers, Theodore S ......•••........ _.... : .••..••• _""" _.. ••• •••.••••. 790

}'or correspondence &l! Chief of Staff, _ U. S. GNllt.

Raymond, Jasper N. Mentioned._ ......••..... _.....•."•. , ........•• " .•• _. ~

Read, John P. W. Mentiolled .......•..••... -. _.,. "" __ 817-819,857
Read, Theodore. For correspondence as A.. A. G., 866 Wiiliil7ll T. H. Broot..
Rebecca Burton, St.eamer. Mentioned ••••... __ ....•.....•...••...•••••.•••
Reese, Conrad. Mentioned ...• """ """ .......•••..•••.•••.•.•• "" •.••
Reilly, James. Mentioned _... _....•.. """"" .. ' "'" .•......•.•• , ..••••
Remington, Daniel S. Mentioned .......•.•..... _•• "'." ...•••••. _•....• _
Reynolds, Joseph J. Mentioned ....•...••..••••..••••••••...•.•..•••••• _••
Rhode Island Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy-Regiments: 3d, 39 j 3d (BatUlria), C, 2l:l3, 4~; 5th, 113,
205, 43"2; 5th (Batteriell), D, I, 432.

Artillery, Light-Regiments: 1st (BatUNes), A, 189; B, 749; F,:104.
Cavalry-Regiments: 1st, 'r/7, 691, 702, 723, 724, 739,767,768,783,784, 788,

700.
Infantry-Regiments: ..th, 431.

Richards, William V. Por correspondence as A. A. A.. G., _ OrkJado B.
Willcoz.

Richardson, Henry H. Correspondence with Thomae 1.. Crittenden .•• _..... 66
Richardson, John M. Correspondence with Daniel H. Hm...... 835
Richardson, Samuel W. Mentioned .••.•...•••.•••••...•••..••..• _........ 761
Richmond, C.S.S. Mentioned .......•••.......•••••...••••.••.••••.••••• 829, s:JO
Richmond, Department of.

Confederste troops in. Organization, strength, etc., May 31, 1864 .••••• 861,662
Inspection of the defenses of Riohmond. Communication from Archer An-

derson ••• .••••• •••• ••• ••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••••• . 518

-----~-
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Richmond, Department of-Continued.
Re-enforcemllnts for. Communwa.tious from

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A.... •••• • •••••• •••••• 799, 864
Beauregard, G. T .••••..•.••..•••••.•••••..••••••••••.•••••••••••• _.. 811
Bragg, Braxton .•••.......•••••.••••..•••. ,._...... ...• •.•• ••... •••• A08
Hebert., Loui/L ............•.........••••••.••••. """ .... ..•• .••... 808

Richmond, Lewis. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Ambroae E. Burnside.
Ricketts, Charles. Correspondence with Gouvernenr K. Warren .••.•...• '" 447
Rioketts, James B.

Correspondence with Horatio G. Wright ..•...•.••••. """ .•••••.. 400,456,583
Men\ioncd ..••.•..•••..•.•...••••. """ ..•.......•••••.••....• 60,61,133,165,

166,226,307,329,380-383,400,401,452,456,457,507,616,732,750,7:>9,764
Riddick, J. B.

Correspondence with William Mahone ••••••••••••..•• ,.. •••• .••••. •••••. 804
Mentioned .............••..•.•••.••••••..•••..•••••••••••••.•... """ !W2,ilO4

Riddle, William. Mentioned.............................................. 455
Rider, Henry W. Mentioned .... .•••.• .••• .••••• .••••• •••• •..• .••• •••• •••• l)

Riggs, William J. Mentioned ••••••••.••••..•.••••.•• """ ••••.... •••• .•.. 431
Ripley, Edward H. Mentioned ...•••..••••••••.••••..••••••..••••..•.••. 43".2, ~l
Rives, Alfred L. Mentioned .••..•.....••••..••••....•••...•••••.•.•...•.• 829,860

Fo~ correspondence as Acting Chief, see Engiflll6T Departm./mt, C. S. A.
Rives, J. Henry. Mentioned ••••.•••••.••••....•.......••.•.••...••.•.• ,... 862
Robbins, James L. Mentioned •••••••• "" ••••••••••....••••.••••••••••. 633,740
Roberts, Joseph. Mentioned .•••.••• ,. ••.. •••• .. .••••• .•.. .••••• .••. .••••. 431
Roberts, Nathan B. Correspondence with Quincy A. Gillmore ..•• •••• .••... 316
Robertson, Beverly H. Meutioned ..•..•.••••. , •...•...............••... l:l32, SlO
RobtirtBon, James E. Mentioned .•••••••••••• , •••.••••.•...•••.•.....•.. 8O!l,862
Robins, William T. Mentioned ...••••. "" .•••••••.••••• """ .... 862,882,883
Robinson, Gilbert P. Mentioned ..•••• ..•••• ••••.. .••••• .•.. ••.• ...• •••••• 229.
Robinson, John C. Mentioned..... .•.• .••••• .••••. .••. •..••• •••••• .•••••.. 301
Robinson, William W.

Corrl'spondence with William C. Banta... •••••• ••••. .••• ...• •••• .••• •... 59
Mentioned ........•.... _.. "." ..•...•••••..•••.•••••••.•••••.•••..... ; 614.651

Robison, John:lt. Mentioned.... •... ..•••. •••• ..•• ••.• ••.• ...•.• .••• .••.•. 799
Rockland, Steamer. Mentionl'd ...•.••••••...•...••••••.••••••••••.•...•. 374,426
Rockwell, Alfred P. Mentioned.••••••••.•••••••..•••••••••••••. 106,284,428,474
Rodes, Robert B.

Currespondence with Richard H. Anderson .••••. ..•••. ..••••.. •••• 846
Mtmtionetl .... __ .. __ .....••••••..•••...••••• 5,209,339-341,345,411,537,1)46,854

·Rodman,DanieIC. Mentioned 428,706
Roebling, Washington A.

Correspondence with
Meade, George G ...••••••••• _... .••••• •••••• .••••• •••• •.••.• •••• •••• 88
Warren, Gouverneur K ..••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.••.• 269,447,449,450

Ment.ioned .. _....••...•••••••.••••..•••.•....•.......• 12,57,58,90,91,94,1~

161,163,249,342,345,358,359, 449-450,452, 478,486,493, 494,7t7,728,762
.. For correspondence all A. D. C., _ GOUtJBr1IBUT K. Warrcm.

Roemer, Jaoob. Mentioned ...••••••••..•••.•••••.••••.•••..• , ••..• ,... •••• TJ4
Rogers, George. Mentioned ...•••••.•.•••••.•••••.•••••..•..•.•.•.• ,. ••••. 430
Rogers, John. Mentioned ..••. _••••.•••••••••••.•••••.••.••• , "" ., .••... 7~,789

Rohrman, WilliamG. Mentioned ..••••.••••• ""'•. , .••..•• " •••...•• , •... 4'17
Roller, William C. Mentioned .. , , "'_" ""'•••••• , ••.• 776
RoaeDcrantz, :E'reder1ck. Mentioned .••••••••••••• ' •••.••••••••••.•••••• Ml.549
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Rosser. Thomas L.
Corl't'spondence with Wade Hampton...... •• • ••• •••••• .••• •• •••• •••• •••• S67
Mtmtioned .......••••••.••••.•••••••••••••••• 44,79.84.117.125.255,276,277.867

Rowell. Edward T. Mentioned.... •••••• •• •••• •••• ••• ••• •••••• •••••• ••• ••• 161
Rucker, Daniel H.

Correspondcnce with
Biggs, Herman.... •••• •••• •••• •••••• •••••••••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••••• 279
Grant, U. S...... ..•••. •••••.•••.• ••.•••.••• ••••••••. •••••••• •••• •••• 138
Halleck. Henry W .••••••..•••.•••••• - •.•• _•••••.••••••••••••• _••• 312,313
Pitkin, Perley P .••••.••••••.•••••. ,. - •••••...••••••.•••••••••••• _.. i37

Mentioned •..•••.••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•.••.••••• 141.245,2130.313,367
Ruuell, Charles S. Mcntioned .••• , .•••••.••••••••••.•• , •• •• •••• •••••. •••• 7'U
RuaaeU, David A.

Corres\loU(lcnce with
Clark. Gideon .~.. .••••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• •••• 49S
Wrijtbt, Horatio G.... •••••• •••. .••.. •••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• •••••• ••• ~

Mentioned •.....•••..•••••.••••••....••4.12.15. 55.133.100.211.224-226.250.253,
~~.2j8.259,269.306.307.380-382.399,401,40'2.546,616.611.7~l.150.764

Ruuell, Henry S. Mentioned ...•.•...•••••••••••••••..•.••••••••••.••••. 75.4:JO
Rutledge. B. Huger. Mentioned.... •••••. .•••.••••••.•••.• •••••• •••••••••• 831
Rutledge. Henry M. Mentioned ..•.••....•.•••••••••••••••.•• _'. •••• .••••• 115
Sage, Harley H. Mcntioned. ••• . • .••••. . . . . . •••• •••• .• ••• ••• .. •••• •.•• . •• • m
Sale, John B. For corrcspondence 88 Military Secretary. 866 Br4:n- Bragg.
Sandera, Horace T. Mentioned ..••••••.•••••.•••••......•••.•.••••..• '. 236.774
Sanders, William W. Corr611pondence with George G. Meade.... •••• •••••• 616

For correspondence 88 A. D. C., 866 George G. Meade.
Sanderson, Joseph W. Mentioned.... •••• •••• •••••• .••••• •••••• •••• •••••• 427
Sands. Benjamin F.

COrl'espondcnce with Innia N. Palmer •••• •••• •••• •••• •••••• ••••••. •••••• 3'14
Mentioned .••••• •.•• .••••• .••••• •.•• •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••••• 42&

Sanford. OUver S. Mentiolle<l............ •••••• .••••• ••••. ••••••.•••••••• f168
Sanger. Joseph P. Mentioned .•••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•.••••••••• 4:lB. 700. 707
Sassacus. U. S. S. Mentioned .
Savage, James W. Mentioned .••••••. , •.........••••........•••••....... 77.432
Savage, Thomas W. Mentioned.•••••........... """ """ .......•.••.
Scales, Alfred M. Mentioned.. .••• ••.. .. .... ..•• ...•.. . 601.60'2, 747
Schaff, Morris. Mentioned _.. - - - _e. 7'
Schert, --. Correspondence with Louis P. Di CcsnollL .•.. .•.. .•• ••• ••.• 550
SchilUng, Franz von. Mt'ntioned •••• .... .•.. ..•••. .•.. ....•• 430
Schooler, --. Mcntioned.... •••••• ••.••. ••• ••• •••• •••••. .••••. ·7
Schriver, Edmund. •

Corretlpondence with
Abercrombie. John J ...••..•.......... 102,103,138.139,113,174,200.233.
Benham. Henry W .•• ••• .••• ..•• .•.•.. .••••. .••••. .•••.. 116
Lee, Brndley D.... .••• •••• •••• .•.... •..• .•... .••••. ...•.. Z7
Meade, George G . .• • . ••.• .•• . .. ...•.. . .•. . .••.•. . . .• 2tl. 103. - •7' i)

\Var Department. U. S 26.27.
Mentioned , ' __ '" 25.26,28,137.271.311

Schroeder, HenryT. Correepondence, itbRolJert . Da.vi 416
~'or correapondence 88 A. A. A. G., 86e Bellja'lIil F. Bldler.

Schwartz, Charles. Mentioned .
Scott, John. Mentioned.... .••• •••• ••.... ....•. .••. .•.••. .••• ...•.•..• 3
Scripture, Frederic E.,jr. Mentioned _. 103
Seaboard, Steamer. Mentioned•••••••....•••.•..••••••••••••.•••••• 0 ••• _ ••
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Sealy, Israel R.

Correspondence with
Foster, John G..........•..•• '.' .••• " •..•.. ..•. .••. ••.. 39
Gillmore, Quincy A...... 106

Mentioned. . .. .. ....•. .••••. ...•• . ..•... .. . ..•••. . .•••.. .••. 237
!,'or correspondence as A. A. A. G., see QulllCY A. Gilllllore.

Seddon, James A. Mentioned... . .. .•... . .•.••. .... 819,843, 8.....1, 87t:l, &82, R99, 900
For correspondence, etc., see War Department, C. S.

Selph, C. MoRae. For correspondence, etc., Bee John H. Wind87'.
Sentinel, Steamer. Mentioned............. ••• •••• •• •••• •••••• . ••.••. •••••. 417
Serrell, Edward W.

Correspondence with
Bntler, Benjamin F ...•...••..•••••.••• " ••.•.• .• •••. •..•.. ...• . .... 179
Gillmore, Quincy A .••..•••...•.•.••..••••..••••..••••.•••••. 35,38,70, 142

Mentioned .............••••...•••...•••.....••...... 95,36,202,282,317,370,428
Seville, William P. Mentioned :.... ..•... .•.•.. ...•••. ..••.. .6TJ
Shaffer, John W. Mentioned ..............••..........•....••.... 30,279,316,744

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Relljam.in F. Bntlel'.
Sharpe, George H. Correspondencll with George G. Meade...... ... .•.. ..•• 5,

44,79,80,184,208,292,293,527,601,640,668,696,725,746
Sheldon, George D.

Correspondence with
Butler, BeDjamin F ••.•.•••••.•..•••....•.•..•.•....... ; .. 262,281,417,7fm
Eckert, Thomas T .••••••••••••••••••..••••..••••.•••••••• 281,3'21, :12'2, 424
MacIntollh, William ..••.•• _.. •••• •••• •••• . •. . .••••• • . •• ••. .•••.. ••.. 597
Shepley, Georgo F ........•.......•. .... .••••. •... ...•.. •••• .... ...• 7'21

Mentioned _............•.....•.•..•..........•.....•.•.......... 262,597
Shepard, Allen. Mentioned .•••.••.••••...•...••.....•..•.•...••••.••• _•..• 431
Shepley, George P.

Assignment to command ...•••.• , _.. ..•••• .••••• .••••• .••••• .•.. ..•• •••• . 266
Corre~pondence with

Butler, Benjamin F 43,76,597,637,664
Carr, Joeeph B .•.•••..•.•..........•••.••••............•..... _.•.... Il64
Sheldon, George D ....•......•..•.....••..... , .... ...••. ...•.• ..•••. 721
Vogdes, Israel .•..••.••. " ..•.........•••..••••..•.•.••••....•.•.. 695,721

Mentioned .••... ...••• .••••• ..•. •• • • •• .•.. .••••• .••••. .••••. .•.•.. 266, 427, 4:n
Sheridan, Philip H.

Correspondence with .
Gregg, David MeM.... ...•.. ...•.. ...• .••• .••••. •••. 23,

66, 230,259, 2i3,274,311, 363,412, 471,5nO, 630, 735,77B,780,791,i96
Hney, Pennock.... .••••. ...•.. . ...•.. 780
Kinj1;sbury, Charles, jr.... ...• .••• •••• ..•• 661
Meade, George G.. 98,171,199,229,258,273,274,310-312,361,411,412,469,470,

510,557,5')8,590,627-630,6tiO,702,77i-ii9,i84,787,789,79O,79f,..iV7,799
Wilson, James H .......................••........•...••.•• 274,311,413, (Xii

Wright, Horatio G .•.... ...•.. .••••. ...•.. ..•.•. .•••.. 497
Mentioned .....•............ 4,21-23,29,30,45,63,64,66,80,146,149, Iii, 194, HI'J,

209,211,230,259,273,274, :103, 311, 3'.l3, 336, 340, 341, 345-347, 3t1:{, 365, 371,
~,388,408,412,413,426,441,454,456,469;471,482,529.558,562,59O,5~J,

603,609,661, 662,6DO, 716,749,776-796,799,816,824,831,834,879,901-903
Sherman, William T. Mentioned 4,115,207,524,569,599.665
Shingler, William P. Mentioned ..•....••..•.............•...•.• 800,819,841, e62
Shipp, Soott. Mentioned.............. .. ...•.. .... ...• ..••.. ..•... .... .... 86'.c!
Shorkley, George. For correspondonce as A. A. A. G., see John F. Hartranft.
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1'Ilp.
Siokles, Daniel E. Mentioned •••••••• •.•• ...•..•••••.••••• •••••• •••• •••••• 115
Siebert, Lowa. ]o'or corretlpondence as A. A. G.. BIle Jartlf'lI H. WilI/OtJ.
Sigel, Franz. Mentioned .............•..•.....•..........••...•••• """ 3.4.375
SimplOn, John G. Mentiontld .••. ""'" .... .•.••• ....•. .••••. .••••• .•.••• 431
Si81OD, Henry T.

Correspondence with Innis N. Palmer ••••..••..•.••.•..•••. """ ...• 113
Mentioned " .......•............ '.... ...••. ...• .••••• ....•. 205

Sketches. Campaign from the Rapidan to James River, Va., May -I-JuDe 12,
1864 ...•..••.•••••.••••.••••••••.••••. rIO; 89, 126,188,190-192,22-4.845

SlateD, C. W. Mentioned .. '..•.••.. , ••••....•...••.....•.......• ,.. .•..•• 891
Slaughter, Montgomery. Mentioned ..•••••••• ..•• ..•• .••• .••••• .••••• •••• 6tl
Sl08lO0, Henry V.

Correspondence with
Benham, Henry W ..•.••••••.'•...•.•.•..•••..•••••••••• , •••••• •••••• 271)

But,ler, Benjamin F.. ...•• .••••• .•••••••.• .... .••••. ..••.. ...• ... ••. GG'2
Mentioned : .••.••••....• , ...••••...•.•......•....•.. 594,6.12. 63:$.~

Smith, Lieutenant. Mentioned ......• : ... .... ..• ••• ..•••. ••.. .••••• .••••• 6:.!6
Smith, Alezander D. Mentioned ..... , •••...•••..•.•.••..•••..•.••..... '" E91
Smith, Andrew J. Mentioned.......... . ..••• . .•••.. .... .... .•.. ...• •••••• 314
SJiUth, Charletl H. Mentioned. ..•••• ..•.•• .••••• .••......•.. ...••• ..•• •••• 790
Smith, CODstant P. Mentioned ...••.....•.••••...............•.. "" •••••• 860
8mith, David L. Correspondenoe with Thomas Wilson, .. .. . ... ... . .. •.•.. 487
Smith, Edward W. For correspondence as A. A.G.• sec Q"iflCll A. Gill_~.
Smith, Francia W. Mentioned ...••...••••.••••••.....•. """ ...••..••• 891,893
Smith, Isaao W. COrl'llllpondence with T. M. R. Talcott....•••..••••.... _.. 860
Smith, James M. Mentioned •..• ..••.• ..•••• ...••. ••.••. ••.• 691
Smith, Joseph S. Mentioned •••••• """ .... •••••• .••••. .•••.. .••••• .••••. '.!17
Smith, Melancton.

Correspondence with Innis N. Palmer ...•.....••....•••••••••..•••. 374, t26, b..'"3
Mentioned ........•....••.....•..•.. ,... •••••• •••• .••••• •.•• ..•••. . •. •. . 565

Smith, Martin L. Mentioned ....•..•.•..•••....•....•••....••.•..•.•.•• 832.855
Smith, W. B. Mentioned .•.....•....•.•....•.............••....•....•••. ~. 8n3
Smith, William. For corrcspondence, ete., see Virginia, GotIlIMIor of.
Smith, William P.

Correspondence with
Ames, Al1elbert 468,469,509,590,627,689
Barton, 'VilliuDI B ....•. ...•.. .....• 469
Boyd, William H......... .•........ ..•...•. .••. .•••.. .•.•.. .... .•... 110
Brooks, William T. H................. .••• ••• 109,110.242,5013,556
Bnrnsidl', Ambrose E 618,624,641.683
Bntler, Benjamin ]0' •••• •••• •••• •• • •••••• •••••• •••• ••• •••• ••• • 36,

40.73,74,l04,l08,I09,144,180,203,204,237,24I,285-28i,71~

Cole, George W .....•••••.••.•.......•...•.•••••..••.....•.. """ ISO, 204
Devens, Charles, jr ...•..••.•••••.•••••..•••••.••..•..... "" •.•.• 509.557
Elder, Samnel S. .... ...•...•.• ..•••• .•••.•.••••.•.•• .... •.•••• .•.••. 766
Farqnhar, Francis U ...•••••••••••.•.• "".' .....................• 265.504
Grant, U. S ....•.••••..•••.••••...•.......•...• - .. ~. 319, :~, 371,410.71:;
Henry, Guy V.... .••••• ..•• •••. 111
Hill, M08Il8 A.... ..••.•. .•.. ..•••• .••. f1l1
Rinks, Edward W .•.. •••. ..•.•• .•.••... ...•...••. ..•• ...••. 2SfiI
Hunt, Henry J ., '" ['..')4,55ii
Ingalls, Rufus . . .. .•.••• •••••. •••••• •.•. .••••• ..•. ••• .•.• 5lii
Lee, S. Phillips ••.. .••. ..••• .••. .•.•.. •••• .•...•.••••. 'lzf1

Martindale, Jobn H ..••••••••••••• 110,181,204,205,242,243,289,320,508,557

-----
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832
833

91,9'l
661
772
737

Smith, William F.-Continned.
Corrllllpoudence wilh

Meade, George G.......••••••...• '.' ••••.• 466-468,479,48'2,504-507 562-5f>6,
572,588 589,623,62j,626,642,659,660,b72. 679,687. 714,715, 750,752,766

Van Ness, William W ..•••• .•.••. .••••..•••••. •••••• •••••• .••••• ...• 626
'Varren, Gouverneur K...... ..•••. .••••• •••••• •••••. ••••.••••• ••••.. 48'l
Weitzel, Godfrey .•...•••••.•••••.••"••....••. """ .•.•.. .••••• 101:1,144, \!O3
WilAoD, Thomas. ..• ••.•• •••• .•• ••••••••. ....•. ..•... .• ..•. .•.. 688
Wrijl;bt, Horatio G ...••• , •.•••.•.•. , ....••..•.....•.•....• 4b5, 467,506,678

Mentioned.... .•.••. ..•••.•••... 31, 3I!, 34. 37. 3H, 41, 43, 71,73,74, i7, 106, 110, 111,
141, 14:', 17B, leO,181,204,205.207,Z,J3,236,237.242,245,246.261, 263,265,
267,278, 2A3, 284, 288, 313, ;'22, :l23, :146, 366, 369, :l95, 412, 41B, 419, 427-429.
432,433,449-452",454-458,466,468, 46\), 477, 478, 481, 487-489, 491-494, 497,
499,500,505,507-509, 52:H>27,"531, 5:J7-545, 547, 554-557, 563, 571, 57'.l. 584.
585,f>B7,590,603,604,fX)5,6l0,6l2,617-619,6~1-627,654,~~,670,672.G79

681,689,715,724,726,734,745,746.748,750," 754,755,766, 767,850, l:!59, 864
Smyth, Thomas A.

Correspondence with Jobn Gibbon. _ ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•••. 604.605
Mentioned .•....•••. """ .• : ••..•••• , .••••• .. . .. •••• ••.• •••••• •••• .•.• 85, 86,

1j2,15:J,188,386,444,485,486,529,530,534,536, 604,605,607, 608,647,673
Snowden, Charles A. Mentioned. •••• ••• ••• .•.••. .••••. •••• ..•.•• •••• ...• 828
Sorrel, G. Moxley. Mentioned............................................ 851

For correspondence as A. A. G., 888 RicTlard H. Ander-BOil.
South Carolina Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light-Batteries: Chellterfield, 892; Waahington, 831,884.
Cavalry-Regiments: 4th, 8:n; 6th, 852-854.
Infantr~'-Battalions: 7th, 818. Regiments: l.lIt ( Volunteers), 274,753; 2d,

449; 5th, 6th, ~J2; l.l.th, 176, Rliol; l.5th, 1327; l.7th, l.8th, 891; 20th,
514,833,850; 2l.Bt, 176, 81 B; 22d, 891; 23d, 056, A9l ; 25th, 176, 818;
26th, 891; 27th, 176, :lfJ6, 818.

Miscellaneous-Holcombe Legion, :167,841,861, 86'!, 891, 89".l.
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Department of. Operations in. Com·

mnnicatioDs from
Bragk, Braxton......................... . .
Jones, Samuel , .

Southwick, Captain. Mentioned .•.• "" .
Spangler, John W. Ment.ioned ..•. " .
Spaulding, Ira. Mentioned .•.•...•••..•••••••.••••••• , ••••••• , .
Spaulding, S. R., Steamer. Mentioned..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••
Spear, Samuel P.

Correspondence with
Bntler, Benjamin F ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• •••••• .••••. 744
Kantz, Angust V .••• •••• •••••• .••••• .••••• •••• •••• .. •••• .••••• •••• 244,708
Stetzel, George , .••••• .••••. .•••.. .••. .••• 70li
West, Robert M """ •••• •••. .••• .••• .•••• 708

Mentioned , ••••••••••••••• 317,319,427,708,743,744
Spofford, Winl10w P. Mentioned "" 428,518
Sprague, Augustul B. R. Mentioned ....••••••••••• , .••••. .. ••.• .. . . .. . 431
Spring Hill, Va., Officer Commanding at. Correspondence with Beujamin

t'. Butler ,.. .••••• .•..•. 522
S. R. Spaulding, Steamer. Mentioned , .•.••••. ,.. i37
Staats, Charlel P. Mentioned ...• .••••. .••••• ••••••• .••. 776
Stafford, Leroy A. Mentioued _••••••••••••••••.• , 874.879
Stafford, llrtichae1 B. Mentioned "•••. " •• " . ••••. •••••. •••• ...• - 761
Stafford, Spencer B. Mentioned ••••••••• "...... •••••• • ••••• .••••• •••••••• 430

-
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Stahel, Julius. Mentioned............. •.••.•••••••••••.•••••.• ...• ••.• ••.. 792
Stanhope, Philip W. Mentioned ..•••••••. "" •.•••••••••• """ ••.• "" 703, 724
Stannard, GeorgeJ. Mentioned , .••••. 32,236,429
Stansel, Martin L. Mentioned .•••••.•.•••.•••••••••••• """ •••••. •••• •••• 862
Stanton, Edwin M.

Correspondence with Charles A. Dana.•••.• , ••• .•.• .••. •••• •••. •••• .•••.. 722
Mentioned .........•••.•••....... -... . ... •••• .... .... .•.••. . .•••. 4,27. 138, 366

l"or other eOlTe8pondence, 868 WAI' Depart"'lnd, U. 8.
Star, Steamer. Mentioned ..••..•.•..••..•••.••••...•••..••• """ •••••• .•.• 235
Stark, AlezanderW. Mentioned ...•••.•.. "" ..•. .•.•.•..••••••••••• .•.. ~

Staunton, John P. Mentioned ..•....•.••.....•...•.•...••••• "" ••.• 277,724,7.18
Staunton, Va. Occupation of, by Union force8, Jnne 6,1864. Commuuica-

tionll from Benjamin F. Bntler.. "'" .••••••• ,. """ •••• •••• 691. 'TOt
Stedman, GrUBn A.,ir. Mentioned ..••••..••••••.••••••••••••.•••. 32,33,236,429
Steele, Frederick. Mentioned........... ••••••• •••••• •••• •••••• • .••••. ••.. 665
Steere, Willlam H. P.

Corrupondence with Benjamin F. Bntler ..••••.••••••••••• "" •••• 112,373,597
Mentioned .....•••••..••••..•.•••... "" ..••..••.•.. , .•••••••••••...•.• , 431

Stetzel, George.
Currellpomlence with SamuelP. Spear.................................... 708
Mentioned "" .•••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••• 4~.744

Stevens, Aaron P. Mentioned ..••.•••••.•••••••••••..••••• """ •••••• .••• 429
Stevens, Atherton H., Jr. Mentioned................ •••• •••• •••• •••••. •... 428
Stevens, Robert M. Mentioned ••••••••••••••••••••••••,. •••••• •••••• ••••.. 606
SteVeDS, Walter H.

Correspondence with
Bragg, Braxton .••••••••• •••• ••••••••••. •••••• •••• •••••• •••••• .••••. 848
M880n, Charles T •••••. .••••• •••• •••• •••• •••. •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• 8Zl
Navy Department, C. B...... ..•••• .••••• •••. ..••.. .•••.. .•••.. ••••.. 830

Mentioned ""'" •..••.•.•••••••••••.•••••..•••........•••••..•••. 829.830,833
Stewart. Charles H. Mentioned ••••.•••••••. "" ••. •.•....•. ••• •••• 432
Stewart, Prederick. Mentioned .••..•••:. . .••.• • .••••. .•.••. ..•••. •••• •••• "'~I

Stewart, James, Jr. Mentioned ..••.•..• , """ .••••.••.•..•••..••••..;.... 265
Stiles, Burage H. Mentioned ...••.....• , •••••• "" ••••.••• "" .••••••••••• 198
Stone, Henry M. Mf'ntioned .•.••.•.•••••••• ,. •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••• 432
Stragglers. See J)/lIltrWI, Stragglerl, etc.
Strang, EdwardJ. Mentioned ...••...••••••.•.••••, •••••••••••••••••••••. 768
Strang, JohnR. Mentioned............ ..••••.••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• 349
Strange, Robert. Mentioned .••.......••. ,. """ ••••••••• , •••••••••• .••••• 8t1
Street, Captain. Mentioned.... .•.. .•.• •••• ....•• .••••• .••••••••••• •••••••• 1M
Strength of Troops. See Organizatioft, Strettglll, etc.
Strickland, DUdley W. Mentioned ..•......•..........••.•. '" •••••. .••••• 4:l9
Stringfellow, Pranklin. COrrellpondenoe with Robert E. Lee ••••• •••••• •••• l:J">CI
Strong, W. C. Mentioned .•••••••••••••••••••••••••. , •••• """ .••• •••. .••• 8t5
Stuart, J. E. B.

Death of, announced ..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.••••••"'" 800
Mentioned ......••..••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 99, BOO, 813, 867

Stuart, W. D. Mplltionell ..•...•••.•••••..• , ..••••..••••. , •. """ """ 8"25,83:>
Sturdivant, N. A. Mentionen .....•••••.•.•.•..•...•..••••..••....... -..... 89i
Subsistence Department, C. S. A. Correepondence with War Depart-

ment, C. S ..•..............•..•• '" •••...••••.••••..•••••••• 899,900
Subsistence Stores. See MllnitiMIIJ 01 War.
Suckley, George. Mentioned ...•...•••..••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• •.•. 454
Sudsburg, Joeeph M. Mentioned •••• •••••••• •••• •••• •••• •••• .••••• •••• •••• 463.
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Birney, David B......•••••••••...••••••••• ,. •••• •• •••••• •••• •••••• •••• 189,218
Gibbon, John .••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• •••••. ••••. ...... .••••. •••• 189
Hancock, Winfield S .••• •••• •••• .••••• •••• •••• •••• •••••. .••••• •••• ••• ••• 116
Holland, John E.... ...• ..• ••• .••••• ..•••• .••••. •••••. •••• 325

Taylor, Samuel B. Mentioned........................ •••• .. •••••. .... • .•.• 4~

Taylor, WU11am C. L. Mentioned. .•.. .••... •••• •••• •••. •.••.. .•..•. •••••. 761
Taylor, W. H. Mentioned 802,867

For correepoadence aa A. A. G., see Bobtre E. Lee.
Teoumseh, U. S. S. Mentione"...... .••••. ••••.. .•.•.. .••••• •••••.. •••• ••.. 476
Tenneuee Troop.. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Infantry-Regiments: 17th, 23d, i70, tl!Jl j 25th, ••th, 891 j 63d, li6, 891.
Terrell, Charles J. Mentioned ..• .•• .••• .••••• •••••• •••• •••. •••• •••..•• ••.. lfi7
Terrett, George H.

Corr68pondence with
Beanregard, G. T , ••••••••.•••••••••••••• 873,875,876, 8tl7
Bragg, Braxton.... ..•• .••••• ••.• •••• •••• •••• •••• • •• •••• •••••• •••••• 875

Mentioned...... .•.. .... ...•.• ...... .•.• •••••. •••• •••• •••• •••••• •••. ••.. 89'J
Terr11l, Jame. B. Mentioned ••.•..••••.•••••••••••••..•••...••.... :. 352,389,390
Terry, Adrian. For corre8pondenoe all A. A. G., 806 -..4l/red H. T",.,.
Terry, Alfred H.

CorTe8pondence with
Ames, Adelbert. . •••• . . . • . ••• •••••• •• •••• ••• ••• ••• ••• .••••• ••• • .. ••. . 203
Bntler, Benjamin F •..••..••••..•••.••••••• '" •• , ••••• , 39,239,517,636, i21
Commager, Henry S...... ..•••• •••• . •••. . . •• ••. .•• •.• •••••• .. . . ••.. . 663
Dandy, George B.•••••..••••.•••••••.•••.•.•••••••••••••••••.••••• 517,742
Gillmore, Qnincy A .•••••••••••••••• 72,73,142,238,420,517,519,568,694,706
Hawley, JO!lel,h R .....••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 239,664,694,706,707
Henderion, Thomall A...••••••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••• ~.. •••• •... 694
Howell, JORhlla B ..••.......••••..••••••••••..••••••••••••••.•...• 520,743
Lee, S. Phillips ..........•.........•.......••••••••••••••••••••.•• 282,519
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Terry, Alfred B.-Continued.
Correspondence with

MoweJ'll, Lewill H ...• .•• ••• •• •••• •••• ••• ••• •••• •••••••• • •••••. •... .. 41t1
P1aillted, Harris M ..•.....••••.•••••.••••••••••••• :aO, 264, 520, 521, 66t, 707
Trnmbnll, ThowM8 ...•.. •••••• .••••• •••••• •••••• ..•••. ..• •.. •••••. 706
Voris, Alvin C...... .••••• .•••••..•••. •••••• ••••••••••.. •••••. •.•.•. 106

Mentioned .••••• '.' ••..••••••.••..•.•.•..••..••••.•••..••.••.•••••• """ 33,
36,37,39,71,73, 105, 106,236-238,241,263,265,283,284,319,428, 473, 414,
515,516,520,521,566-668,663,664,694,705-707,719,742,7~757,1TJ,7i4

Staff. Announcewents of.... .. •.•••• ..•••. ...• . .•.... •.. . .. •.•. •••••. 106,414
'l'erry, Willlam. Mentioned ..••.••.. : ....•....•......•..••..•. :.. •••••. ...• 813
Terry, Willlam R. Mentioned •••••. .••••. .••... •..... ..•••. ••••.• ••••.•... 175
Tew, George W. Mentioned .••• ••.• •••. . ••••• .••••• .••••• .. •••• ••••••• ••. 432
Tezaa Troop.. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

1nfall tr)'-Regiments : .th,736.
Thaxter, SidneyW. Mentioned 799
Thoma., C. W., Steamer. Mentioned ••.. ..•••. 2a5
Thomu Powell, Steamer. Mentioned.............. .••••. .•.••. . ••. •.. .•.. 235

Thomas. Edward L. Mentioned ••••.•.•.•••••........•••••••.•.•••...... 606,747
Thomas, Lorenso. Mentioned'. • • • . • ••• • .. . . . • •• .... . . . . .. 67, 373, 425, 494, 7'28, 758

For correspondence, etc., lee Adjutant·G_al'. Ojftoe, U. S. A.
Thompson, Augustus. Mentioned •....•••• , •••... ..•••• ..•• .•.• •••••.••••. 429
Thompson, Henry C. Mentioned.. ...•.. •••• .••• .••••• •... •••• •••• •••••• •• 4JO
Thomson. ,Jame. W. Mentioned...... •••• •••• ••.• .••••. ....•. .••• •••• ••••• 884
Thorne, E. A. Mentioned .•..•...•••••••••••••..•••..•••••.••••0' •••••• •••• 840
Thornton, 'l'hoD1lUl R. Mentioned...... •• •••• •••••• •••••. •••• • •••••• .••••• 862
Tidball, ,John C.

Correspondence with Winfield S. Hanoook .••••••••••.•••. 153, 331,573,574,761
MentIoned...... .••••• .••••• •••• .. .••• •••. ••••.. 9, 124,300,442,533

Tiedale, W. S. Mentioned ,...... .••... ...•.•••.• 771
Tompkina, Charles H. Mentioned...... ••.••• .•• •••. •••••. .•••.. ••••.. •••• 679
Tompkins, Daniel S. Mentioned •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.••. 198
Torbert, Alfred T. A.

Correspondence with
Deviu, Thomas C .... .••••. .••• •. •. •••••• •••• •••••. •••. •••• •••• ••••.. 412
Hancock, Winfield 8 ..••••..••••...••••••••••••••••••..•••••••••• 48,51,~

Meade, George G .... .... • .. .••. . •••• ••. 22,!l9, 171
Warren, Gonverneur K...... .••. 158

Mentioned , ...••. .. •••. ...• ••••. . •.••.. 8, 10,
44, 47-50,80,82-86, 116,117,121,123.154, 158,258,259,346, 361,363,411,
413, 471, 560, 610, 629-631, 661, 716, 735, 736, 7l:!O, 7~791, 795, 798, 799

'l'oon, Thomas P.
Assignment to oommand ..••.•••••••••••.•••.••••• ,,'0.. •••• •••••. •••••• 674
Mentionoo ...• , ...••••...•••.• " .••••• •.. • •••. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. .... ... . .. 874

Transportation, Army. See MlInitioM 01 War.
Transportation. (Railroad and water.) Communioations from

Biggs, Herman...... .••• •..... ..•••. •••• .. .•••. 2dO,473
Butler, Benjamin F .•••••••..•.••••••••.••••.... "" .•.. .•.. ...• •..• 235
Dodge, George S.... .••• .••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• .. 141, 177,235, :l61, 280, 281, 770
Fuller, Charles E ••••.•••..•••••• •••••. • .••••• .••••• •••••. •••••• 74-76,280,770
Grant, U. 8 0" •••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••••• 790
Halleck, Henry W •••••••••••••••••••••••••••. ,. ••• •••••• •••• •••••. 140,313,665
Rinks, Edward W....... ...•.. .•••.•.•.• .••••. .••• .••••• ...•.. ...... ...• 74
lngalle, Rufull ....••••••.••....•••.•••••••••.•••••••• , •..•.•..••••• "" 724,793
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Transportation-Continned. (Railroad and water.) Commnnications from
Kautz, Anguat V ...•.....•..••.•....•.•..•••••••••....•••••• , •• , •••• .... 76
Meade, George G. . . • •. . . . • .• .••••• . . • • •• •••. . •• • •. .•• ••. .••••. •••• .• .• 725, 784
O'Brien, Richard.................................................. .. .••. 75
Pitkin, Perley P .••••• ..••.. .. ••.•.• . .•••. .••• •.•• 737,769

, Smith, William F .•...•... , .••...•••.•••••.••••••••••...•...~. ...••. .••• 204
'!'ravers, George.W. Mentioned •.....•• ~. ..•.•. .... .••.. .... .... ...... ••.. 304
'!'remain, Frederick L. }<'or correspondence as A. A. G., see Hftry E. DAM,j",
Trumbull. Thomu 8. '

Correspondenoe with Alfred H. Terry...... .••••. .••••• .•••.. ..•. ...• 700
Mentioned .•••.•.••..•••............ """ ...• ..•... •..• 149

Tuoker, Campbell. Mentioned ~ fi54
'1'urnbull, Charles N. Correspondence with

Duane, Jamea C.... .. .•• ••. ...• . .••••. .. ••• ••. ••.• •••• .••••• 324
Gillll8pie, George L .................•..•• " .••. ...... .•.. .••• .•.••• ...... 54:l

Turner. --. Correapondence wi th Robtlrt E. Lee •••• ~. •••• .••••• .••• .••• 46
Turner, John W.

Correspondence with
Alford, Samuel M 265, 284
Barton. William B 72,265, 2d4
Gillmore, Quincy A.... •••••. ..•••. ...• .••••• •••••• 72, 106, 420, 568, 773-775
Pond, Francis B 5~1, 757

Mentioned ....•••....•..• , 32-34,38,70,
202,236,237,240,263,255,282-~,316,317,319,521, 566,705,756,757,774

Tyler, Robert O. Mentioned........... . .... .... .•••.. . .••.. .••• .•. .•. ..••.. 3,
4,6,9-1~19,51,123,:l15,247,251,252,298,386,444,530,649,713,738

Ulffers, Berman A. Mentioned........ ••••... •.• .•• ••. .••••• ••.• .••• •••••• 414
Underdue. James. Mentioned ~ 233,234,316
Union Troops,

List of, forwarded to the Army of the Potomac '" ••• 665,666,738,739
Mentioned.

Colored.
Artillery, Light-Regiments: 24 (Batf8ri4ll), B, 102,244.430.
Cavalry-Regiments: ~st, 205, 235, :l41, 428,430; 2d, ISO. 204, 235,

236,287,428, 43U,037.
Infantry-Regiments: ~st, 243,430; .th, 244,430; 5th,75, 244, 430 ;

6th, 421,430; ~Oth, 430; 22d, 243, 244, 2fl7.288, 423, 430; 23d,
666; 28th, 600, 7:l4, 783, 793, 797; 29th,666 ; 3~8t. 666,739; 36th,
175,431,740,754; 37th, 18:l, 205, 243.430; 38th, 431.

Regulars.
Artillery, Light-Regiments: ~st (Bafterie8), B, 263,283,429; C,

4:r..l; D,283,428,595; E,G,56":l; 1,799; 111,72,106,283; 3d (Bat·
tmu), C, 562; E, 72,284,428; F, 602; 4th (Battmu), A, 7:W; B,
453; C, 602; L, 263,283; 5th (Batterie8), A, 263,283.

Cavalry-Regiments: 2d, 431; 5th, 431,739.
Engineers-Battalions: 1IIendell's, 426.
Infantry-Regiments: .th, 276, 509, 765; 8th, 733; ~Oth, 733, 765 ;

12th, 314, 665; ~.th, ~7th, 739.
Veteran Reeerve Corps.

Infantry-Battalions: 2d, 431. Regiments: ~Oth, ~~th, 724,
783; ~th, 724, 738, 7~; 20th, 201, ~3, 260, 431, 472; 1IIis
cellaneous detaohments, 275, 276, 313, 512, 5IJ'2, 703, 722,
723, 782, 784, 786,
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Union Troopa--Continned.
Mentioned.

Yolunteers.
Infantry-Regiments: lat, 4:JI; lat Sharpahootera, 761; 24

Sharpshooters, 7til.
See 11.180 respective States.

Organization, strength, etc.
Potomac, Army of the ••.• .••••• .••••. .... .••• •.••.. .••• 9,426,442,509, 7'l4
Vir~nia and North Carolina, Department of W~

Upham, Charles L. Mentioned........................ .•••.• ..••.. .•.. 432
Upton, Emory. Mentioned .•.•...........•....•••••.....•....•......• 63, 166, i~
Van Buren, James L. Mentioned...... ...••. ....•• .•.•.• ...• •••• •..• .•. ... 163
Van Hook, J. C. CorrCllpondence with Innis N. Palmer. ..•• .••••• ...••. •... 74.'i
Van Lew, --. Mentioned...... .••••• .••. •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• ••••.. 746
Van Nen, William W.

Correspondence with
Qnartermaeter·General's Office, U. S. A..•••••••••••••••••••.•••,. •••• 265
Smith, William F ,. •••• •••• •.•. 8Il6

Mentioned •..•.•.••.....••..•••....••.••.••• " ..••.•••••••••••••. , •... 556, 6l!6
Van Vliet, Steamer. Men tioned.. .••••• •••• ..•• •.•• •••••• •••• •••• .••. ••.•.. 515
Van Vliet, Frederick. Mentioned..... ........•• ...• •••• ••••.• •••.•• .....• 657
Varney, John H. Mentioned .........•..•••.......•••,. .• •••• •••••• .•.. ...• 198
Varuna, Steamer. Mentioned..................... ••.••• •.•••• ..•••. ...• •... 26:i!
Venable, Charles S. Mentioned .................•••.•.•..•.• " •••. ••••••.. 831:!

For correspondence ae A. Il. C., BIle BoHr' B. Lee.
Vermont Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy-Regiments: ~st, 665,738.
Infantry-Regiment!: 9th, 432.

Victor, Steamer. Mentioned. •. .••• .••••. ••• .••• •••• •••• •••• •..• 417
Virginla, C. B. S. Men tioned.. ...• ..•... .... ....•• ..••.. ..•.•• •.•• .•.• 8:l8,~
Virginia, Eastern, Distriot of. See Eat/ern Virgillia, Did,,",t of.
Virginia, Governor of. Correspondence with Thomae J. Evans •.•• .••• .•.. B60
Virginia, Northern. Army ot See Nurt/lent J7irgiwia, ..J.""'N of.
Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Heavy-Battalions: lOth, 809, 86'2; 10th (1JGltnia), B, C, D, B,
809; ~8th. 809-811, 862; 18th (Batt8riu), D, 810; 19th, 809, 811,862;
19th (Blltleri~8),A, C, e09, 810; D, E, 809; 20th, e09, 811, 862; 20th
(Battmu), A, C, tHO; E,809.

Artillery, Light-Battalions: 12th, 893;· 38th, 818. Batteries: Blount's,
818; Caroline, 86:l; Fauquier, 818; Hampden, 818; Johnston's, 831;
lIIIoComas, 862; lIIIcGregor's, 831, 847, 889; 1IIIart1n's, 89'2; lIIIathews,
862; Nelson, No.2, 86'..!; Pegram's, 891; Petersburg, 893; Richmond
Fayette, HIB; Shoemaker's, 831; Staunton Hill, 893; Sturdivant's,
89'..!; Surry, 862; Thomson's, 831,884; Unlted.lrr5; Wright's, 891.

Cavalry-Battalions: t2d, 861,862, 882. Companies: Barham's, 882, 883,
893; W. B. Smith's, 882,883. Regif1lents: 3d, 776; 9th, 44,95,276,736;
10th, 44. 231; l~th, 231; 13th, 44; 24th, 883.

Infantry-Battalions: 3d Reserves, 892; 5th Local DefeDM (..J.r_al), 753;
25th,.808, 861, 86~; 26th, 208; 4tth, 89'..!; Aroher's R_nes, H92.
Regiments: 1st, 175; 3d,I76, 800,807; 7th, 4B, 4t1, 175; 8th, 9th, 175;
11th, 48, 49,175; 1tth, 15th, 17th. 18th, ~9th, 2tth, 175; 26th,~,
891; 28th, 175,799,808,813; 29th, 30th. 175; 3~st,:136; 32d, 175; 33d,
:i32; 34th, 8'..!3, 891, 892; 38th, 175; t6th, 823, 891, 89'.l; 50th, 59; 53d,
57th, 175; 59th, 176, 823, 891.

Miscellaneous-Military Inatituto Cadets, 832,861, SIW.
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Virginia and North Carolina, Department of. (Union.)
Howell, Joshua B., _umestewporary cOUlmand of lilt Divillion, 10th Army

CorptJ..•••..••••......•.••.........•••..•••••..••••...•••••_.. 757
Organization, strength, etc., May :n, 1864 .......•...••••..........•... 427-432
Sbepley, George F., _igned to command or District of Ealltem Virginia.. 266

Vodrey, William B. Mentioned .••••...•••..•.•.......•..••••• ,. •••• ••• •.. 739
Vogde.. Israel.

Corr68pondence with
Gates, Jacob B..••.•..••••.•••.....•.•- .•.••.. """ •••••..•• , •••••• 182
Shepley, Georlfe F ••••••.•••••.••• , •.•••••.••••...••••..••••.••••• 695,721

Mentioned ..•••..•.....• "" .•••.•••••.•....•••..•.... """ ..•.•..••. 182,431
Voria, Alvin C. .

Correspondence with Alfred H. Terry, •..• .••••• .•.. .... .••••.. ..•... .... 706
Mentionetl .......••...•.•......•.........•.......•••.•.••• """ ..••.. .• 428

Waddy, J. R. Mentioned.... .•.••. .. .•.. ..•••. ..•• 875
Wade, W. B. Mentioned , ...• .•••.. 832
Wainwright, Charles B. Mentioned ".. 223,254, 3!17, 651, 763
Wales, John P. Mentioned ,... .••••• 739
Walker, Elijah. Mentioned .•••••..••.•......••...•..•.•.• , .".-.. •••. •..•.. 11
Walker, Francis A.

Corr68ponoonce with
Hancock, Winfield S .•• ~.. •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••••• •••• •••••••• 248
Miller, William D. W ....•. .••••. ..•••. •.•• •••••• 117
Morltan, Charles H.... .•• ••• .•.... . ••• ••. .• •••• 185

Mentioued 1l:l5, 330, 671
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Winfield S. Ha.cook.

Walker, B. B. Mentioned ...••.••••••...•••.•• _... •••. ..•... .••••• •.••••.. 883
Walker, J. A. Mentioned...... ...••. .••••. ...•.. .••••• •••• •••• •.•••• ••.••• 813
Walker, R. Lindaay. Mentioned •.••...•.•.•••.•••.. , ••.. , •••...•• _. .••••• 881
Woalker, William A. Mentioned.. .•.•...• ••• •. ••. .....• .... .. .. •••....... 429
Walker, William B. Mentioned ..•.......•• 28.34.69,107.140.141,176,819-821,841
Wallace, Lew. Correspondenee with Henry W. Halleck.... •..••. .••••. ..•. 634
Wallace, W. B. Mentioned .•.•......•.••••....••....••...•.••.•••••..••• , ~1

Walrath, Ezra L. Mentioned .•.••. ..•••••••••• •••••• .••••• .••••• •••• ••••.. 429
Walah, James W. Mentioned •.••.•.....••••..••••.•••••• """ ••••• , ••••. 431
Walton, J. B. Mentioned ••••..••••••...•• , ,. .••• ..•. 828
War Department, C. B. Correspondence with

Adjutunt and Inllpector General's Office, C. S. A ...•.•..••••.•••••••••• 878,897
Beauregard, G. T ..•••..•••••••••• : ••••••.....•.•••...•••.•.. "'" .•.••• 819
Bragg, Braxton ...•.•••.•••••••••••••••..••.•.•.••.•.••••. """ .••••• 898,899
Cox, James H ..•••••••••• ""'" _........ . ••• ••• •••••• •••• •••• •••••. •••• 900
Davie, Jetferdon .... "" .••••••••••••••.••..•••..•••••..•.••..•.•. , ..• ,.. 882
Engineer Department, C. S. A •.••..•••..•..••••.••....••••.• _•........ 829,901
Lee, Robert E .....•••.....•...•••..•••.••.•..••....•..••..... 800.803,812, 8'.l3,

825,827,834,836,843,862.867,869,874,875,877,879,883,887,888,894,895
Navy Department, C. S ......•..••..•••••...•••••••••••.•••••.•••••••.• 829,830
SnbsistenceDepartmtlnt, C. S. A .••.••.••••....•.•••••• _••..•••••••••••899.900

War Department, U. B. Correspondence with
Abercrombie, Jolin J .•..••••••••••.• "" .•••..••••••••.•••• , •••••. 25,26,67,101
BuUer, Benjamiu F. ..••........•... ~,

104,175-177,201,233,234,278.314,315,366,367,415,514.704,717,740
Draper, Alonzo G ....•..•.•••••.••• ' •• _" , 174,233,366,754
Grant, U. S ....•....•.•.••••..•.••• " _•••.• , ••••.••...••••. ""'" ..•••. 665
Holfman, William •••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••• 28,175
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War Department, l1. S.-Continued. Correepondence with
Meade, George G•.••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• , ••••••••••_.. •••• '758
Palmer, Innis N.... ..•... .•• ••.•••••.••..••••..•••....••••.••• ••• •••••• 205
Schriver, Edmund ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••, .•••••••••••••• i6,27', 68

Wardrop, David W. Mentioued.. •••• .••• •.• ••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••• 432
Warner, Augustus J. Mentioned........ •••••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••••• ••••• 761
Warren, Gouvemeur E.

Correepondence with
Birney, David B.... .••••• ..•. . .••.. .••••. ••••••...•.. •••••• ..•• •••• 041
Burnside, Ambrose E. 335,343, 345,346,404.459.489.499.548,584,609.611,612
Castle, Davia E...... ••••.. .••••• ..•••. .••• •••••• .•••. •••••• •.•• •••• 391
Clarke, George J .••••• •••• •• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• •• •••• •••• •••• •••••• 487
Crawford, Samuel W ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11.15,59.93,

94. 131. 132. 162-164. 195. :105. 350-352. 389. 397. 496.497.543.615.616.652
Cutler. Lysander....... •••• 15.94.131,164.193.352.353.397-399.454,581,616
Duane, James C .••••••••••••••• ••• ••• •••••• •••••• ••• ••• •• •••• •••••• 160
Fisher, BenJamin F.... ••• ••• •••••• ••• ••• •••••• •••••• •••• ••••• ..•••• 124
Flynn, Jeremiah D.... •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••• •••• &42
Griffin. Charlet .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 68.93,130,160,

161,2!l3. 305. 347-349. 394-396, 495. 496, 680. 581. 614. 615, 652. 676, 698. 763
Hammond, John...... •••••• •••• •••• •••• •••• .••••• •••• •••• •••• •••••• 195
Hancock, Winfield 8 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 85. 92. 1l~118. lj5.129. 482
Hanley, Patriok T ••••••••••.•.• ~. ..•• •••• •••• •••• ••• • •• •• ••• ••• •••• 52
Higbee, George H.... •••• ••• • •••• .••• ••• ••• •••••• •••• •••• . •••••• •••• 453
Houden, Andrew T.... •• •••• .••••••••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••••• 537
Kitching, J. Howard.... •••• •••• •••• ••• ••• •••• ••.• •••••• •••••• •••••• 60
Lockwood, Henry H ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••.•••••.••• 349.396,7'27
Martindale. Johu H;... •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• .••••. .••• •••• • ..•• •••••• 492
Meade, George G •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 6.11-15,52-68, 87, 88,

90-92.125,127-129.157-160,190,19-2,194,19;', 214, 219-2"~. 252,253. 269,
270.294.300-303.325.a36-34i,3ii,387-394,406,434,446-15~,479,482.4

494.499. 536-543. 57~7t:l, 609..(H:I, 649..()51, 674-676,69 ,713,730, i50. 76:.
Pope, Edmund M.••••••••.... __ __ __ __ 67.92
Ricklltts. Charles••••••••••..• __ •.••.•........ , . . . . . • • . . • . • . 447
Roebling, Washington A 269.447,449.45
Smith, William F...... ••••.. ...••.. .••••• •..• •... ...• 4 ~

Torbert, Alfred T. A.......... ...•.. ...••••••••• .••••... ...•.. 1"
Wileon. James H .••••••••.••.•..........•.••••••...•....••.•..•.•. 610, 1
Wright. Horatio G 52,191,193.2'2

Mentioned ..•••••••.•••••;... . . . .. .. .•.. .•.. ..•... .•.. . . . • . . ... . .... ~,

8,9,15-17,19,20,23,44,45,47,48,50,52,53.61. 6:l, 64,6:),78, ,",
87.88.95, 96,99, 1~1l6,1l7-119,121-125, 132-134,146, 149,151. 152, r-,
160.165,167-170,183.190-193,195,196,198, 206,~0~211,214,2J9,2"21.222.

224.226.228.248.249.251,255-258,267,268,270-272,290.291.294.296,297,
200,307,310.323,324, 326, 3~3:1O, 332, 338, 339, 342, 347-352,3M-361, 371,
375.396.400,403.406.408. 409, 411, 426, 433-438. 444.449.454,456,4 61,
463,477-480.491.495.496,498-503,507,526,527,532, 535, 536,542,54a,54 ,
5&O.553.554,571.575.578,580,58~~,587,588,603,607.613-615, 620,621,
624.625.627.628.631.645,652,655,657,671, 674-676,~,685, 695 701,
72~72d,i33.734,745.74i-749,751,752,759,760,765,78J,782,786,825, ~

Warren, RobertP. Mentioned .•.•...•.••.•...•. ..•.•. •.•• 539
WarreD, Zena. C. Mentioned -- --.
Wuhburn, Franci.. Mentioned ,. ••. •. . 430
WlUIhbume. George A. Mentioned.•..•.••••...•••.•••••.••••••••••••••• 260, 31
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Paa..
Washington, --, Mrs. Mentioned .... .•.. .•• •.. .•.••• ....•• .••••• .••••• 58
Waahington, Department of. List of troops forwAl'Iled to Army of the Poto-

mac from, May I-Junc 7, 1864 . ... ... ..••• . .•....••..••••••• 665,666
Watts. George O. For correspondence as A. A. U., lice BlUlltrod ll. Joll&1Ol1.
Wayne, Jacob L. Mentioned ...............•...... ,. ....•. .•.•.. ..•••• ••.• 431
Wead, Frederick P. Mentioned. ...••• .•.••. .••••. ...•.. ••..•• .•.••• ••..•• 42Y
Webster, Amos. Mentioned..... ...•. .•..•. ....•. .•••....•... .••••. 279
Webster, Thomas. Mentioned .•••...••••••.••...........•...•....• , •.• 233,2:W
Webster, William P. Mentioned... •••• ..•••... ••... .•.. ...•.. 742
Weems, George, S~eamer. Mentioned .,...... .•. ••.• 662
Weir, Henry C. CorrellJlOndence with--Brinkerhoff. ...••. ..•••. ..•••• 559

For other oorrCllpondence as A. A. G., see Datlid MeM. Oregg.
Weitzel, Godfrey.

COrfespondl'nce with .
Benham, Henry W .. ..•• .•.. ..•.•• ..•••. .••••• ••• ••• ••.•• •••••• ••• ••• 740
Butler, Benjamin F . ...•.. ...•.. •..• . ••. ...• •••• .••. 32
Gillmore, Quincy A ....•...•...••••••••....••••....: ••.• 37,38,370,756,772
Smith, William F ...•........•.••.••..••••••.••••••••••.•••••• lOS, 144.203

For other corresPondence, see Benjamin F. Blltler.
Mentioned .....•.. 31, :J"2, 34, 35, 38, ]04, 105, 107, 141, 178, 2:W, 285,314,317,418,715

Weloh, James W.
Correspondence with Winfieltl S. Hancock .••.• •••• 332
Mentioned •.••....••...................•...........••••..••••.••.•..• _.. 3.12

Weldon, N. C., Commanding OfIlcer at. Correspondence with William H.
C. Whiting. ...•.. ..•.. .•.......•....••..•.•..•.•.•••.. 83G

Welles, Gideon. Mentionll(l. ...• ...•••••.. ••••...••. ..•••. 514
For correspondence, etc., see Nary Deparl.en', U. s.

Welllng, Joseph. Mentioned. ..••• ••.• .•.. ..•••• ..•••• .••••• ..•. 73ij

Wentworth, MarkF. Mentionll(l. 73i'l
Wenta, E. L. Mentioned .•.•...•.....•....... , ..•...........•...•••• 563,691,717
West, Pr.ston C. F. Mentioned .......•.........••.............•.••••••• 111,553
West, Robert M.

Correspondence with Samnel P. Spear. .••• ..•••. .••••• .••••. .••••. •.•••• 708
Mentionell. .•...•..••••.••••••••••••.••••...•.•.•.••••..•••........... 315,427

Wetherill, Samuel. Mentioned.... .••. •••••. .••••• •••••• •.•.•. ....•. .••••. 744
Wharton, Gabriel C. Mentioned ..••.•••••••.•...••.•••••.••••••••• ,. 208,864,870
Wheaton, Frank. Mentioned....••••••.•••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••.•.•. , 223
Wheeler, Lientenant. Mentioned ...•.• .••••. •••• .•.• •••• ....••. .••••. ..•.•. 85
Wheeler, Alger M. Mentioned ••••••••.••••••• ,. •••. ..•• •••••. ••.. •••. •••• 428
Wheeler, James H. Mentioned •••••..••.••••••••••••.• , ••• .•• ••. ••.• .••••• 806
Whiatler. Joeeph N. G. Ment.ioned .••••••••••••.•••••••••••....... 0. •••• 298
Whitaker, Edward W. Mentioned ..••••. "" """ .••... .••••• ..•••.•••• 510
White, Alvin. Mentioned ..•.•...••••..••••...•.... _•• ,. •••••• .••••• •..• 430,509
White, Richard. Mentioned .•..•••.•••• , ..•• ..•. .••••. •••. •••••• .•••... •.. 31
White House, Va.

Abercrombie, John J., relinquishes command of.... ..•••. .••• ..•.•• .••••• 786
Getty, George W., RllBt1mesl1Ommand of..•••... _•.. ..•••• •••.... ..... .•.. 786
Inspection of defen8C8 of. Communicat·ion frow Edmnnd Schriver. •••••. 722

Whiting, William.1!. C.
AlIlliJtllment to command ..•..•.••••••••• " •• " ••••••••.••••..•••••.•• 0., 811
Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T ...••••.•.•••••.••••• _•••••.•.•.•••.••••• 811,812, 8'l2, 8"..4
Bragg, Braxton .••.. "'." ••••.••••••••• """ .••••• .••••• •••••. ••.• 834
Colston, Raleigh E ..•••.•••••••••..•••••.•••••••••,. ..••••.•.••. ...• 823
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WhitiD& William B. C.-Continned.
Corrllllpondence with

Kenaneville, N. C., COlllmanding Offieer at. •••• •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• tl:l6
KiD8ton, N. C., CommllUuiug OBieer at ••• ••• .....• .••..• .••• •••• •••• 836
Moore,John W ..• ,.. ..•••. .••••• .•••.• •.•••. ••.. •••••• •..• •••• 8l!ti
Weldon, N. C., Commaading Officer at •••• .... ...•.. .•.• .••• •••• 836
Wille, Henry A.... •.•.....•. •••• .••••• .••••. ..•••• •••••. ..•••. •••••. 812

Mon tioned.... ...• •... .... •••. .... •••••. .. .•.• 140,418,811,836, MotS, 859, 860,ll9S
Relieved from command of Department of North Carolina and Southern

Virginia ...•.......••. "" •••••• •... ••.. .••• •••• •••• •••• •••••• 811
Whittellley, Charle. B. For corrllllpondence as A. A. G., eee HorafU G.

Wright
Wickham, wnuam. C. Mentioned ••...•..•••••.•••.••.••••••••••••• 79,259,~

Wiggin., O. A. Mcntioned ... , ...••••..••• : ••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••• 802,806
Wilber, Zenaa F. Correspondence with Edward W. Hinks. •••••• •••••• •••. 74
Wilcoz, Cadmu. llrI.

Corrllllpondence with'
Barry, John D .•••••.• , •..•••••••••..••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 803,A06
Hill, Ambl'Olle P ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• ••• • •• •• • • • • •• •• •••••• 80'.1
Lee, Robert E ..•••••••••.••••••• , ••••..•••••••••••.•••••••••_........ 864

Mentioned ..••.•••••. 126,128,157,380,40'.2,436,437,601,602,746,741,781,802,867
Wild. Edward A.

Corrllllpondence with
Botler, Benjamin.' ••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••••••••.••••.•••••••• 111,420
Hinks, Edward W ••••• ••••. .••••• •••••. •••.•. ...•.•.••••• •••••• •••• 205

Mentionetl .••••....•.••...••••..... 76, llJ,243, 2I:l2,321,4~.421. 430, 475,521~
Wiley, Daniel D. Mentioned .••..•••••••••.•••••.••...•...••..••••••..•• 433,768
Willcox,~lando B.

COrrllllpondence with
Burnside, Ambrll86 E .• •• .••••• •••• . . •• •••. .•. ••. .. •• .. . . .. .••••• •••• lilO,

98,170,460,466,604, U87,622, 623, 659, 681, 686, 702, 734, 735,765
Christ, Benjamin C...... •••• .•••••.••• ••.. .•••.. .••.••.... •.•••••••• 752
Hartranft, John F ..••••••.••••. .••• ...... ...••. ..•.•. .•.• •••••• •••• 4G5

Mentioned ...........••.....•.•...•.•..•....•••••••••••.•••••.••....•••. 96.Y7,
134, 165, 163, 166, 168, 169, 187, 196,197, ,211, 226, 229,248,257.272,360,
409,469,463,464,504,551,686,587,617,624,627,663,654,680,681,698,714

WUliams, John A. Corrllllpondence with J. R.•'retwell...... .••• .• •••. •••• 818
Williams, Lewis B., jr. Mentioned ..••••••••.•••••.,. ••• ••••••• ••• •••• •••• 175
WUliama, Seth.

Correspondence with
Meade, George G ...••••• '" .•••••••••.•• "••••••••••••.• , ••. 78, 7'28,782, 783
Pease, Charlllll E .•••• .....••••... •••• .•••••.. •••. ..•... •..• ••.• .••. 291

Mentioned •••••••....•..... , ..•... .••••. .••••. •••. 3...4,459,460,462,503,613, 712
For other correepondence,866 GttJrge G. MetUk.

Williams, T. G. Mentioned •.•••..•••••••••. ,.. .. •••••• ••..• .••••• •••• . ••••• 872
Willis, Edward. Mentioned .••.•....•••.••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••• 389,390
WUlIOn, Henry.

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler .•••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••• 68, 279
Meutioned .......••..........•...••.••.•••.••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••. 140,279

WilSOD, James B.
Correspondence with

Burnside, AmlJrose E '" ••••••••..••.•....•.••••..•...••• 546,661,621
Chapman, George H ............•.•.••.••.••.••...•.•.•.••.••• 716, 736, 737
Gregg, David MeM """ •••••.•••••••:........ .••••• •••••••••• 66
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wUaon, JlUJles a:......Continllsd.
Correspondence with

Meade, George G •...•••..••••.....•••.••••..•••••......... "" •••• 230,
231,363,413,414,480,510,512,f~-562,591,63l,632,6~,736,752,753,767

Sheridan, Philip H .....•..•....... ...........•..... 274,311,413,661
Warren, Gouverneur K .••.•..•.•..•..••••••.•••••••.••••••...••••• 610,r.:J1

Mentioned.•••...••••...•..............••••..••••••••.. 66,98,171,29'4300,310,
311,361,402,403,434,470,494,SOl,503,511,540.547-550,5f~,:>59,586,590,

610,628--630,657,684,685,734,735,746,747, 76'J, 781,786,787,792,794 797. 'Wilaon, Samuel. Meutioned................ .••• •••••. ..•... .•••.. .••. .•.• 799
Wilson, Thomas.

COITe8pondence with
Burnside, Ambrose l<~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• """ •••••• 198,227
Goodrich, Edwin R ••.•••••••••••.•••••.••••..•••••..••••••••••••• 197,227
Smith, David L ....••.•••••••••.••••• , •.•••• , ••.•.•••••••.•• •••• •••• 487
Smitb, William F.... ...•.. .•.•.. ....•. .••• .••••. .••••• ••.•••. 688

Menti<lned ...•.••..... """ ...•.. .... ..•••. •••• .••. •••••. •••• .... ...•.. 2'3
WUBOn, William P. COITe8pondence with Winfield S. Hancock....... .•.••. 295

For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see JFl1Ijield S. Haflcock.
Winaota, A., Steamer. Mentioned" ..••••..••..••••••••••.•.•••••••. """ 75,235
Winder, John H.

AB8ignmente to command.... .••••• •••••• ••.. .••••• ...•.• •..... •••• •••• 835, 872
Correspondence with

Bragg, Braxton...... ••.• .••••• ••.. .••••• .••••. .••..•••• •••••. .••••. 866
Folk, George N ••••.•..•.•..••••••••••..•••••••••• "" •••••• .••••••• 866
Wise, Henry A....... ••. .•• .•. ..•• .•.... ..• .•. ••.. 8'~

Mentioned .•.•. ,.... .. . . .. . . . . .. .... ..•••. . . . ••. . • . .. .••• 813, 83"2, 835, 872, 876
Winona, Stea.mer. Mentioned" ......••...•••.••.•••.•.•"•••...•• ,. •.•••. .... 770
Winslow, Gordon. Mentioned ..•••...•.•••..••••..•••. , •••• •... .... .•.... 39'l
Winthrop, Frederick. Mentioned .••..••.••..•••...••.•••. " •• ,. •.•••. .... 709
WiscolUlio Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light-Batteries: 2d, 431; .th, 428.
Infantry-Regiments: 19th, 236, 521,774; 36th, 9,665,738; 37th, 666, 724,

739; 38th, 509,666,733,739.
Wise, George D. Mentioned ••••••.•••••.•.•••••....•••• "" "••••....••. 177,823
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