
HOSPITAL LIFE 

ARMY OF !ED3 POTOMAO. 

BY 

IVXLUM HOWELL BEED. 

BOSTON: 
WILLIAM V. S P m N O l o R .  

1866. 



TO 

HON. FRANg B. FAY, 



PREFACE.  

TEB writer hu idd to avoid in tbt 'IWe book a too 
 colored  picture^ d h0qit.l  life^. He hr d e r  .imod 
to present a &etch which rbould hrrd the merit of dm- 
p l i d t y . l ; d ~ e r e n i n b m i l U , r d s t . i l r , n i t h r m  
r e n r e o f h t o ~ i i o ~ t o t h e a w e d l h t o r l d t i p t b .  

T h e m u 1 n 6 c r i p t r u n o t ~ t t e n , h t J m d n t ~ b o r  
~ n , b u t t o ~ i b r t l l e w r l t e f o ~ ~ n ,  
r e ~ ~ r d o f . ~ ~ ~ n r i l ~ .  Anf tgKmunk  
hlr h d ,  old memorlrn were qdcbmd, OM ampmh&p 
m e d  to be renewed, former rcener ware h m d ,  d tb 
r p l e n d i d e x a m p l e r o f h w o i m n w h i c h r e r e ~ d h n d y  
w b m d ,  kiudled ua impobe which hu remlted in tbb 
work. Yielding to the jll*Pmt d hlr inen&, be mlbdta 
ittotlmpublic,a&hgfbritaLind]SIreoeption. 
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ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. 

C H A P T E R  I .  

winter of eighteen hundred and sixtp-fom had 
pawed, tbe buds and leav~ll of another spring T"" 

time were opening, and we w e e  entering upon the 
f o d  year of the war. For the &st time in its 
W r y  the military power had been p M  under one 
direoting mind, General Grant b v i q  been made 
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Lieutenant General of the Armies of the United Staten. 
For many weeb it had been apparent tbat a strong 
hand waa at 'the helm. New diepoeitions were made, 
a thorough reorganization waa d '  and confidence 
pervaded the publio mind. Few, out of the m y ,  
resliced how tremendoue the rho& of battle would be, 
while the ~ h i c a l  Department WM preparing for mob 
work ae hsd never before taxed its energies. 

The Army of the Potornac waa msssad near F- 
pepper Court House and Brandy Station, their pickets 
extending to the ftepidan. On the night of T u d y ,  
the 8d of May, 1864, the army WM thrown scroes the 
river, the Second C o p  by way of United Statea Ford, 
and the Fifth and Sixth Gorp by way of Germania 
Ford. The next day, Wedneeday, lraa conmmed in 
bringing the corps into line. The Semnd, which waa 
to form the left of the army, and hsd to march in rear 
of the FiRh and Sixth, war not quite in poeition on 
the left of Warren on T h d y  morning. The Ninth 
Corpe wae brought ovm on Wednesday and T h d y .  
The crossing WM d d  without opposition, and prob- 
ably without the knowledge of the enemy; but no 
sooner did General Lee obtain information tbat the 
army had crossed, than he at once moved to attack it, 
before the line could be formed, and with the object, 



doubtle~, Pbo, of preventing us tiom reaching Spott 
sylvmiia Court House before him. He therefore, by 
one of his rapid and skilful movements, assumed the 
demive; but aRer two days of heavy fighting, he 
took the defensive, and pumed that policy to the end. 

Tbe bnttlos of the WildorneM had been fought on 
Thornday, Friday, and Saturday, the 5th, 6th, and 7th 
of May. Accounts of the f d u l  loma had becn 
teleyapbod to our citios; k h  &nforcemeuta were 
ordered, and volunteen, for both the Sanitary and the 
Clrristiun Commissioae were going forward to the 
h n t  to assist in the emergenoy. The wounded had 
not m I e d  Washiu,@.on, but were hoarly expected. 
I t  waa Monday night, the 9th instant. In temporary 
she& at the Seventh Street Landing the Sanitary 
.Commieeion were organizing for the prompt relief of 
thorn who were eo soon to need their care. Crackers, 
lemons, can8 of coffke, mix, and stimulants w r e  a t  
b d .  At midnight we were m oar blanketa for an 
how's reat; but the hoarse cry of the watchmen, 

Steamem in sight I "  brought M to om feet, and 
before they were at the wbuf, our f l e e ,  milk punch, 
gmel, and beef-tea 'were d y .  Six hundred men 
were stowed upon the ht staamer. It waa as dark 
M o sepalchre- M den t  M the grave. An occaeiond 



moan would call attention to some sderer r h o  could 
not sleep, hh only pallet, a whip of straw, upon the 
deck. The men were packed so closely that it WM 

only with extreme caution that we muld paas b m  
stem etern without jarring mme shattered limb or 
snppurating stump. Our flick- candle gave a 
ghastly pallor to the pinched and spffibiing h c q  and 
a sickening reality to the torn and clotted garmenb 
which covered throbbing wounds. Shup criea, from 
time to time, came through the &rknw, telling m 
that, in moving about the boat, mmebody had been 
carelems in hi stop, and put mme poor fdow in deepr 

pain. The sufferings of the ambulance transportation, 
the expomw at BeIle Plain, where the wounded were 
without shelter in a making rain, and the dent  en- 
durances of this crowded atepuer, d e  oar ministry 
one of healing mercy and Christian love. The men 
were nearly famished, and, M we moved among them 
with oar cam of coffee, punch, and lemonade; their 
brimming eyes and lmslling hearta qmb mord do- 
quently of gratitude than any wordr could do. The 
steamer was rapidly d ischm,  the men psssing out 
in long linea .to the ambulances waiting to t m d e r  

them to their hospital beds, where reat and dl healing 
influences would eoon be employed in their restoddn. 



An tbey pmd dong, thorn on the ntmtehm and the 
lighter c a m  dike, would hold up their poor, dnmb 
woanda for a cooling bath, which we gave "in the 
name of a disciple." 

Before tbe &at rteamer WM &charged, othem were 
waiting at the landing with their living fieighb, a 
total of twenq-nine hundred woanded man, to whom 
thb  mioistty WM to be repeated. The  me aronded 
decb, the same p&ona of mfferem, the same qaiet 
endarcmcea, ail day long; the bud, ahup liwr about 
the mouth, and the d e n  eye, &owing e n d ~ n a e  ol 
poin and an unwilhgneas to intrade it llpon 0th- 
Beveremtly we covered rome poor fallow with hi8 
blaaket, hie only ehrond, M he WM taken oat dead 
fiom whem they had bid him, birr comtadea thinking 
by hie 86b0M that he W M  only '' re& in dOep,n 
not knowing that he had entered llpon hie eternal rest. 
With Mr. and Mra James F. B. B b r d d ,  of BOb. 

ton, I ahrbd down the Potomaa for Belle Plain, on 
our way to MerioLsbarg. W1th a regiment of 
infantry and a battery of artillery, our declrs were 
crowded ; but oar dednation WM reached at hat ; and 
hsre we found the buse of the army. A h p l e  beach, 
~ t h  x63tdy-WoOhd h w ,  roM, 8 b ~ t l y  &om the w&?, 
ftom which long piem, h d y  SXLempoW oat of 



pontoon boats, ran ont into the rive@,  where^ aevemty- 
five steunerr, and tram~ports were unloading mpplies 
or landing tbe Wnforcemenb which were pouring 
down fiom the defencr%s of Wdug ton .  Long wagon 
trains were moving d. loaded with commieaay sap 
plias and ammunition for tbe new fields of cammap in 
prospect, while other traino of wsgone and ambplrncea 
were coming in, c l idmghg the wounded upon the 
ground, where tbey were to lie without ehelter until 
transportation to Washington d d  be WIed them. 
Heavy r a i ~  had made of thin mfi Virginia mil 
elon@ of mad up to the wheel hubs ; sod the mula 

would have been ooneidered impassable in any other 
than such c&cnmbncea of fearfnl neceasitp. Three 
or four thowand wounded had been discharged, and 
the umbers were every how incwesing. News abo 
csme of another trsin, t& milea in length, now due 
fiom Fredericbburg. We could not fsed them all; 
we conld not dress their. wonnds ; we coald not help 
the dying; we conld not minister tbom coneolatiom 
which are M, p&ow in such cases to thorn who 
needed outwardly all om oue. We could only do a 
little, and, in this vast aggregate of &Bring, how 
mng -tbb m e d  I A' kitchen W M  ha6bay 
established; our stom w m  ample-coffee, milk, 



whiaey, mgar, lemom, and crackem ; and, having an 
abundance of wood and good ~priog watst, we wem 
soon d y  to move among the men with mothbg 
drinb, whiah. gave them at the aame time new 
stremgth and coursge. The rain kept pouring down 
upon them sbelterlw thoueands ; the ground WM like 

a eponge. Firm were &+rtd upon the hill aide, and 
in the evening they wem gleaming in their c h d  
warmth, while the wounded were acmpting their lot 
with a patience which WM a new revslation every 
hour. When a elice of bred was dtred to a soldier 
s d e u h g  from an amputation, he mid, "Pam it along ; 
he neede it more than I do," pointing to a c o d e  
near him, who had not tasted food for dap. The 
nobla fdow lo& nothiDg by hi8 willing d c e .  

Such WM the qbit of oar woanded men. 
I n  thb tmmendona rctivity and e r t ,  where such 

mimcles of labor were performed m a opace m narrow 
that two unbPlrn0~1l m d d  not move dl 
maned to' be in inerpicable co-n. ~n the river 

were *, --e@b pro@-, .nd t=w*- 
some at anchor, some dhchqhg, mme uriving, some 
departing, and all jammed together in conhion, which 
WM increawd by the blowing of tbe whistlea and the 
nw of -ping eteun; while on shore ware tired 



males and broken-down horses, army wago11~ and un- 
balances, stuck hopeldy  in the mud, all a surging, 
concentrated mass of intense activity and safering. 
B. Cuplea, the chief medical otBcer at this point, 

WM the diwcting mind, evolving order oat of dm~, 
and b o n y  oat of thia terrible d i d  and &order. 
With @1 feelings I look back npon his benewolent 
countenance, his noble form, and hia welEbalanced 
mind, M he eat npon his horse, calm d unmoved, 
patient and wsolute, giving his ordera kith a quiet 
dignity and compare  which carried m n g t h  and con- 
fidenae with every word. Hi kincllinesl, and courtesy 

in such an hour to a stranger, who felt it to be nexeo- 
m y  to intrude upon him with an order for transports- 
tion, will ever be remembered. An ambulance WM 

placed at  my diepod, and within a few horn I had 
joined a bin which WM moving towsrds Jhdericb. 

brug. 
Halting for dinner a few milea out, the train parked, 

and the horsea were mted and fed. While we biv- 
ouacked, a man, who had jnat died, WM taken h m  
an ambulance which WM passing in h m  the fmnt, 
and WM laid by the road side. The drivers could find 
no time to bary him ; bat it WM imposslile to leave 
that unknown soldier, upon whose face were written the 



nntold safferings of the ambrrlance, to be tmmpled 

upon by p u h g  trains. Phcming a spade, I dug 
into the mggy, candy soil bordering the Potomsc, mon 
making far him his narrow home. I n  his pocket wee 
only a photograph of a little infant, which showed thPt 
there wee one tie at least to bind him to this world. 
M g  it upon hh brecrst, and covering it with his 
blosse, he wee laid down to rest. Gathering about me 
a crowd of men, - aoldiem, tamhra, and ot&& - I 
performed my &at funeral mrvia by that river eide, 
commending the sod  to the cere of an all-loving, a& 
m d d  God. 

At s~lnset we camped for the night. Before the 
camp wee mttled, a brge body of rebel prisoners, of 
Johmn's Divieion, by count ninety-four hundred and 
& 4 u w  men, captured by H a n d 8  Second Corpa 
at Spo#eylranis, came in eight, moving slowly under. 
pard, the roads, ohambling rather than walk- 
iug, with a step ao irredute, and with M, 

cxharurted, that we could not help mingling pity with 
om triumph. 

The Co-te soldier, - it b dificult to d m i  
him, yet we can all recognize the yellowkh-py 
homespun, torn and t hdba ro  ; h blecrched, griuly, 
uncnt hair and beard, the rdlow countenana, the 
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scant equipments, the lean, wiry look, and air ofme& 
l ea  defiance or txwelerm superiority, which ie ,always 
slrsnmed when passing under Nortbem scrutiny. 
'' We urn caught it from you a m  ; but look right 
eharp for the Johnnies next time," said one to me in 
pasing, while there WM doubtl~~ll not a little quid 
satisfaction that they had eo fu in the &paign 
w p e d  unhurt, and were now removed from Yankee 
lead. They were etrictly guarded, and at  night were 
encloeed in a hollow square, defended by cutlery, eo 
parked that, upon an attempt to escape, grape and can- 
ister would have made sad work with their compacted 
InMs. 

Our ambulance train wan four mila long, and we 
were halted upon an eminence which commanded a 
fine rolling country, nchIy wooded hilb, and qniet vd- 
leps, which, M night closed in, were brilliantly illad- 
nated with the'thoneand camp &es that were bnrning 
all about us. Onr own h a  were lighted; our c o h  
was boiling ; 6nd our pork and hsrd tack were never 
eo acceptable M now, when we rested &om thie day of 
a n d  excitement and fatigue. The chill eveming air 

eompalled ua to draw clomr to the embers, and we 
were eoon loat in sleep. The guarrina bands openting 
m the rear of the army had attacked a train the 



previous day, run off the horn ,  qt tered the unarmed 
drivm, and h t i  upon our already wounded men. 
Our picket guard exchanged fresumt shots with this 
unseen enemy during the night, but the dawn found ns 
fresh and ready to move forward into Mericksburg. 

This city lies in a valley .Jetween two 5ne ranges of 
hills, known respwtively M the Heights of Fahouth, 
on the northem bank of the Rappabannock, and the 
Maries, outaide the limits of the town, on the southern 
side. Embosomed in this fertile lowland, ita steeplea 
were visible only when we approached quite near them, 
the unevennw of the country preventing any dbtant 
view of the place. The houses am of brick, dark, 
rough, and much shattered by shot and shells; the 
architecture is quaint, and the general air is that of 
ancient rqectability. I t  hae none of the activity of 
Richmond, nor the beauty of Petemburg ; end although 
the movements of the hospital department gave to the 
city a certain life, yet the mumbling town, deeerted by 
ib population, ruined by the c o d a  which had twice 
raged through its stree.ts, gave it an appearance of 
death, from which it seemed that there could be no 
resurrection. We reached the pontoon bridge and 
crossed it. The ruins on the bauh of the river told 
the story of the destruction, by our f o m ,  of the 
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Iridinpplacaa of the sharpshootam that conk&& the 
pamage of our pion-, who, in Burnside's tirrf attack, 
h v e  the enemy into their intrenched pauition beyond 
the town. The bddbgn were rapidly beoomiug ag 
propriated for tempo- hospitab, the Medical D W  
or, Dr. Edward B. Wton,  M u g  taken poemmion 
of pnblio &cw and private dwellinjp, &mhcmw, 
shedo, and Charch~a. The Were torn aot, Uld 
the wood used tbt in the w e - ;  bot the 
wounded were erriring in mch m u n k ,  h t  they 
were laid in the atre& and upon the &dew& to wait 
for shelter to be provided. h b h c 8  moving 
into or passiq out of the city ; ammunition or aom- 
miesery wegone creeping dowly on the front ; orderlies 
J a e h i n g h m p o & t o p o s t ; ~ m d t h ~ o . l ~  
ried out for burial, or with wounded tdhg their p k  
for nursing,-all warn ceaseha d v i t y  and wcumu- 
lated dering. 

The garden6 were firgrant and blooming with flow- 
ere. Roses, bonepckles, talips, columbiia, and 
stars of Bethlehem were growing in luxuriant p 
fusion dong every street, and were hanging in gmmthl 
clusters over the now deserted v e r a n h  Tbe red 

I 

h g  of the Sanitary Commieeion wae seen in the dic 
tance, and we reached its warehum, the atore of 



Afayor Slaughter, who had bat then been d e d  by 
tae' Provoet Guard. Our pvty of three reported to 
Hon. Frank B. Fay, of Ch- B f a m d w ,  tha 

C h i e f a f t h e A ~ ~ e f C o q m ;  andweware  
wigned to tbe Ninth Coqk Hoepitab, reporting to 
Dr. Noyea, on Marie's Heights, juek oubide the city. 
Every h o m  or pbce of shelter within a mdim of half 
a mile of the central buildiug wu, tuken and uaed u, a 
hospital. In manoiona of the gnudo& pmportiona, in 
leaky A& m d  o a t h o w  crpunbling to decay, in 
room, en*, attics, and upon porticos, our wounded 
men were Laid. - We wers thankful even for horn  to 
p h  them upon, and this without a single blanket to 
soften a couch which at bast wu, to be one of so much 

pain. Among them hoases wu, the Bone mcmeion, 
occopied by the ownew, an old man, whose sympathies 
ware clearly with the rebel cause. Hb cellar at night 
WM a rendemom far the grr- who held their 
mere4 meetinga them, planning for the maptam of the 
town with all oar wounded. This houoe wu, om head- 
qunrtara, and we f& that we were living over a pow- 
der mine, which at my moment might explod& 

We found here a delicaia woman and hem little 
child: itwu,announoedtohemthatherhouoemnstbe 
a d  (UI a hospiral, two rooms being &ed by her. 



She w w  Mbed to ptepue mum dinner for our m, 
and wse promisad that we should caaw her se lib 
trouble se poaoiile. The poor woman bunt into teara, 

saying, "Indeed, indeed, air, I bare nothing in tbe 
bonse but a little corn m d  for m p l f  and thb little 
one ; " and her abry of extreme poverty wu, only too 
true. From rifiuence and a luxurio~ home, she had 
been r e d u d  to this, and, u, we atbwmd~ hew, wsrr 
even eaffmhg for want of food 



CHAPTER 31. 

8CBNdCB I N  PB.EDBBICKSBUB(I. 

m n d C a p r H ~ - - y . r w E a I g h m . - ~ m h d ~  
W o o n Q d - h d o n h r m ~ a I d ~ C w r o f . ~ -  
Iudhn --- W e - T h e  Woandad on the 
Iirwn.-ADAydHaran.--sDtrww-. 
- m q & d r  W 4 O m . - T b B . t t l a - T h o  
B o m r r M w d n i t b B l o o d - ~ ~ t o l ~ -  
~ ~ o n ~ P b l d . - ~ ~ . n d ~ d ~ ~ -  
The B.ptbm anddl the h b a h a c a . - ~  Lalaon.- 
EI.clutbn of R e d e r i e l i r ~ .  - "Tapedo Hooker.- - Tho 
Q n ~ - D o r r n d e ~ - ~ W a t  mthe 
~Xmt.n-Yr.and Mm J.msr F.RYmhll. 

I NTO the days which followed were c o n c e n ~  
more vital erperiencea than 4 in an ordinary 

lifetime ; horn prolonged into days, and days into 
months of daring. The accum* wanb of O I I ~  

men daily cdkd me to the central otore~hoase of the 
Commiesion, whem the libenl mpplim which were 

reoeived by the Sanitary wagon haha wem M liberally 



94 HOSPITAL LIFZ Xi? TRZ 

ing needs of the moment. Our principal hospital 
building w u  eitnated dhctly on Macie'r Heigbb, and 

was a large and elegantly-Wed dwelling, the man- 
sion of John L. Marie, from whom name t h w  heights 
are known,-the bonae now mined by the plunging 
h o t  and exploding shells during the battle of Decem- 
ber, 1862, which bad opened great bola in ib wdls, 
tearing away partitione, cutting through the roof, rip 
ping off the rich mouldings and ornaments over the 
windows, which again were httered by the COIICUS 

mon of artillery. 
In one corner, npon a stretcher, lay a mldier, whorw, 

open, manly face, high forebead, and clear, intelli- 
gent eye, beepoke an emdent  character. He WM 

wounded through the lunge, and breathed only with 
sharp stitches of pain. I recall hie ch& courage, 
his pleasant companionhip, hie bright emile, which 
eeemed to me to light up that room of suffering and 
death with a radiance from the other world. In  dl 
the nowding memories which came back to me, b b  
fsce is clearly fiotographed npon my mind ; and I have 
only now to wonder whether, in our hurried evacaa- 
tion, his life wse d c e d  by the nemmity of the 
removal .from the tender mesciea of a mercileaa enemy. 
But I h o w  from the calm, even triumphant, faith with 



which he endwed hie &rings, that he WM prepsred 
for whatever the kindly providence of God should mnd. 
Near him was a most hopelea and pitiful csee - 8 

lad, ~donircrm ~ o o L n ,  woun~led in the brrc~ by a 
s b d .  He was a mere boy, not over 5f?.een, so 
pinched, and thin, and delicate in fisme, that I could 
d y  have d a d  him in my arms ; and hie face had 
grown prematurely old with enffering. The only p 
sition in which he conld rest was upon his elbow and 
knees, and he tarned helpleasly from aide to side, 
moaning and tslLipg in a wild delirium. I cannot 

forget his utterly hopelea look in his moment8 of 
sanity, the eyen and face RO wan end worn with daps 
and nigbta of agony. The poor boy slept at  last his 
long and quiet eleep, and WM buried in the newly- 
made cemetery, which in& with fearfa1 rapidity 
every day. We covered his lonely resting.pbce with 
flow0m. 

Another lad, in the corner, WM propped up by a 
beireat, and was slowly wasting away. We kept 
him di re  with hnlmb, and could not but feel that 

even this effort was a mockery. He was s h a d y  
mch a d hie formar companions could hardly 
have recopiced him. He  WM alwap nncomplaining, 
could never expre6a too much gratitude for dl our 
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care, although he knew he WM pest aU heding; and 
at laat, when it became neceaa8y to move him, the 
p o d  angels took him gently to the 10-g Puher'a 
atme. 

Upon this errme floor, only a little apart Grom the 
rent, in a etoreroom, lap a'eoldier in the hut agonies 
of d e s t h - a p w , m d h t d  - t o f 8 ~ , 8 U d 8  
most loathsome sight. His case wu, too bad to be 
placed with others, and be wu, laid cvefhlly upon 
each ragged '-enb u, we could colled for a bed, 
not enough to keep his sbatkmd frame Grom the floor, 
though perha* he had not eu5cieut feeling left to be 
aware of ib hardness. It wu, always a relief, when 
morning came, to know that the spirits of so& aa 
them had paped on over the river" to the f.iret 
'elas beyond. 

Even the entriee of this old d o n  were crowded 
with sick and dying men. No available apace waa 
l& unoccupied. The poor fellowe josf arrived had 
not had their clothee off since they were wounded, sud 
were sleeping in blood and Bltb, and were manning 

with vermin. They lay aa clom u, they could be 
packed,. the contaminated air growing wow every 
hour. The openingo in the torn and bat ted walla 
wsted somewhat in ventilation ; they wem needed 



and welcome breatbiog-holea And EO h m  room to 
room, h m  entry to entry, all WU, d, and dark, and 
ghastly. Pallid h, or b r d d  f q  with eager 
eyes, looked up in meltlug thankfulness, mmetimea 
tarniog, in their unrest, to change a position which was 
wearing them to the bone, and to pray for a sleeping 
powder, which for thia night at leaat ahodd give them 
relid in U&MUOWWM. I t  is m h u d  to hear tbe 
horn  strike 1 " mid one to me ; b6 and yet the night 
must wear &wly on." Here aide by &e they lay, 
through long asye snd'longer nights of d e r i n g ,  wi* 
no sound but the dock, the stitled moan, or the deliri- 
ow mottsring. The air was M, close and naweating 
that we o h n  reeled with hintnew at our work, while 
t h e  poor fallows waited and bore all their burden in 

brave endurance that was like a miracle. 
In a group of four~ndi& ebarpahootem, in one 

comer of this entry, each with the IOM of a liqb, of 
an urn at  the Aoulder, of a leg at the knee, or with 
an amputation of the thigh, never was pati81~co mwe 
hell illwtmtd. They neither spoke nor moaned, 
but rmffked and did ,  making a mute appeal to onr 
sympethy, and expressing both in look and man= 
their gratitude for our care. 

William EL Chambem, whose noble, rthletie h e  



wse paralyzed by a.4in.l wound, prefem a &tar 
in the open air to tbe cl& and crowded rooms, and 
liw help la  and alone upon the lawn. Them was a 
touching contrast between the poor, &ed body and 
the bright, clem intellect which eamed to be bwning 
like a flame. VigorOuB in thought, quick in memory, 
quiet and calm in conveuaation, he was a &mng man 
in all but his shattered body, which was fsst einking to 
docay and death. He knew he could not live, and he 
did not wish to live to be a burden to hi fiends ; and 
as we were about to move him to the steamer, he died, 
leaving messages for those at home,and welcoming the 
change se s bright angel of relief, with perfect trneb 

fnlaeas. I was strangely drawn to him, and oonld not 
resist the inspiration of hie gentle, kindly epirit, which 
could look so brcrvely upon death, and ape& ao calmly 
and without feam of thorn far away who would eo 
mourn for him. Yet his daath wse a relief to all- 
to him and to us, who felt that life prolonged would 
be to him a lingering misery. 

One mldier (I can never forget his simple, earnest 

fsith) asked me to stop and talk with him. A dib 
charge of grape and shrapnel throngh his leg bed 
shattared it from thigh to foot ; and ae the wound wau 

fatal, an ampntation wse deemed unnecessay. The 



poot man knew his end waa near; yet hie &rengt,h 
wse not quite gone, and be bad much to nay of hb 
wife and his poor crippled boy, and he me to 
write to tbem for him. He told me hia motive for 
entering the army, of hie pleaeant home among the 
Oreen Momrtainr of Vermont, and of hie great 
fica. He bad been, in hie earlier dap, a mi* o? 
tbe Methodiat hi&, and, later, the editor of a paper, 
which bad taken it8 stand boldly and freely for the 

principh at d e  in the great conk&. He dropped 
hie pen and shouldered him mu&& when the cdl fbr 
men had come; and his life and eervica in the u m y  
had besn a ,sincere, r e l i g i o ~  0-8. ~e  ad a fine, 
clear eye, a calm forehead, with thin gray hair, ail- 
voted by care and de r ing .  An I aat on the floor 
with hie band in .mine, I found his sxtremitik grow- 
ing cold, and tbe film gethering over hia eyee. From 
his wbiapwed wordo I found that he realired h t  the 
a n d  waa hovering over him. I a t  a lock of hia 
hair, and the smile which lighted up hie fece ahowed 
metbathewaaswareof i t , d  knew that i t r a s h  
laettoLenwecouldeendtohiswihandchildrsa FIh 
breathing ceaoed ; and placing my band upon the noble 
hscut, I found it still. 

The b( worcb of one of thme heroh n m  were 



very striking, and worth a record hers. He WM 

wounded in the groin, and had been lying for mven 
days with no poseible hope of recovery, and with very 

little relief. In  reply to a question about his burial, 
he said, "Put upon me a clean, white &rt; wash 
and shave me, and pot two white mea in my hands." 
Then he added to th& who wem &ding over him, 
Lb Boys, keep on Qhting for the hg;  bear all things 
and sder all things, but ne& give it up." Hie 
requeet wrrs fuWled, even to the roses, and his grave 
WM strewed with flowers. 

Monday, the ZSd of Mky, 1864, wao a mwt lovely 

day. The breeze came fresh and cool &om the north ; 
the air was pure and clear; the aky p e r f ' y  cloud= 
less, and of an intense. azure, disclosing ' b  the blue 
depths of heaven." It WM a day for tbe c o n v b  
cenb, and it seemed M if those who were near to 

death must be revived by the deliciow mftness of the 
bracing air. We moved them out of the otiding 
room to the lawn. Under a grand old oak, whom 
spreading branches gave shelter to nearly &ly men, 
wao a IKawdusettl, Lsd, Joseph White, whom caae 
for many day6 I had watched with the etrong& in- 
eat. His wound oeemed not dangerous, only painful; 
it WM in the arm, under the shoulder. He wsrr alwaya 
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chesrfal; and in hit place, next the door, I knew 
where to look for a kindly greeting whenever I entered 
tbe room where he lay. He had been d y  weakened 
by hemorrhqga, bat WM hopefd that within ten &p 
he ehould be at home uncler hie mother's care, and he 
wmted +me to write to her. Taking pen and paper, at 
hie dictation I wrote a most comforting letter to hie 
home; it WM f a  of h o k  and plans. He felt M 

Sure of life M any of ue who miniatered to him,. while 
he wtw in reality at the brink of an open grave. I latt 
him for an hour, hudly out of eight, and still at work 
among hh companio~, who memed to need a r e  even 
more than he; when, turning, I noticed an extreme 
pallor upon hh f w .  He had jnet r e d i d  that a 
h~morrhsge, which WM then +ing, would soon 

p h  him beyond dl human .id. An artery had 
been eatan away in procew of healing, and he was 
bleeding to death. Thm.was no help, and he h e w  
it; 'but he was u, oalm and migned M when he 
tbonght that he had long life before him. It was moot 
tooching to e e  how bravely he could look at thom ' 
ootiog drops, which every instant told hh approach 
nearer and nester to the other world. The letter WM 

still unmhd; a d  he asked me to add a posbcript ; 
&en, in a deeply mlemn voice, he prayed, " Lord, bleaa 



me!" and p a e d  on where all in bkbg,  joy, and 

F--• 
Inthemeantimafieroeamdicta~goingaa The 

wounded &om the Wildemme and Spottqlyda were 
daily owelling the numbem of oar patients. One am- 
bulance and wagon tnin, which remcbed the Heigbtq 

their living frsighb of five hundred wounded 
men upon the p o n d ,  bsfng no nook nor corn= 
of dte1t.m in any building in the town. We were 
almost overwhelmed by the aammabted work which 
evemy hoar maned to be bringing to u a  S d y  wch 
a day of homm the run had rarely looked upon. 
Therre d .  bad not erten food' for bye. Thep 
were erh.lleted with h w  ; many were dying at that 

moment hr want of notuiduwnt; A d  the ghady, 
undreaoed w o d  made M bearhick. Fire hundred 
woande to be d n e d ,  bathed, and drew&; five 
hundred men to be fed and w.shad, and with but oar 
little company of aide to do it 1 One man, whose pits  
o a s a p p e a l I o o n l d n o t ~ ~ e d m e t o ~ h i s '  

leg. It WM a flesh wound, but warr dry and bard. 
The band.gewa# &@and dotid; and when I had 
c l d  the akin, I f m d  that be had bled to d d .  
At the moment of hie appeal to me hie life warr going 
out. But a hw minutes, and he lay on a otratcbe 



d y  for burial. The e q e o m  were at work, prob 
ing, extracting bab, amputating in the open air, while 
upon eveq hand were cries of agony h m  the poor 
 fellow^^, which would have melted any but a heart of 
atone. 
. The tendernma and gratitude of the men Were d w a p  
touching. One man mid to me, in anawer to an iu- 
quiry about the rowb over which he had bben jolted, 
"All thia I can bear; but whes think of the tender- 
hearbd people who come eo fsr .to care for' w, I cannot 
help the team." In another c ~ e ,  a boy, who wan 
very badly ahof oaid to me, M I wrote for him, TolI 
my mother as plecurrmt things as you can. Tdl her 
the m t h  ; but qualify it by saying that I am in goad 
hands, rod doing well. Tall her about the garden 
of #ia house, about the flowers, ind the End, goad 
Mm. Manhall, who is like an angel to or d ; " M 

indeed ehe waa in all her b l 4  miniski-; and then 
he sobbed out the w e  of each brother a d  eietar 
whom he held M, c l d y  in his remembmm. 

The fearf' and undecided battles of the Wildernem 
and of Spotteylvenia, the decimated regimenia, and 
the .prospect of coutinued active operatiom for riu 
indefinite Had, made the call for reljnforcemenb i& 
perative. The fo~catioxm of W d q t o n  were left 
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c o m ~ v e l y  undehded, and their gurieona wema 
transfewred to active duty in the field. A column of 
sixtea thousand men moved down to join the army. 
We had received the new6 of the and aptwe 
of prisonem .nd d e u y  at Spottqlvani8, )rho were 
sctoally. pawing to the reu, while this body of b s h  
troopo wae muching through F'redeSicLsburg far tlk 
front. They were fan of fire, and their entbtuhmn 
wae kindled she& at the dght of them captured pun 
and nther &hies of that bloody field. The cl&g 
roeen were growing in profoeion everywhere; d srr 
the c o l ~  passed, we threw g a r h d e  of i b w q  srr if 
to etrew their way to victory. Their polished umr 
glistened brillicmtly in the sun ; their colors wedflow- 
ing oat in the brew, and they moved forward ibd y, 
and, srr it proved, to an immediate engagemant. 
Within twenty-four ho rn  five hundred men wem 
brought back bleeding, Gunded, dead, or dying ; the 
mme xmee, scvcsly faded, were atdned with bbod, 
which even then was hardly dry. Ewell's C o p ,  de- 
tached from its main army to make a detour of our 
rear to captare om wagon fdns, was met, fought, and 
wpnleed w i d n  eix mila of where we .Rere ; and sow 
Oe ~bulancea were retnrning over the very ground 
upon which theam men h d  moved with &pa ao h 



and hevb 00 light but a few homo bef' Itma 
nearly rune& ; and ur the train muat halt for the n~ght, 
it ma parked in an open, ploughed &el& d h d y  at 
the foot of Marie'r Heights - that f h o u  #oaition 
which our troopa had in p r e v i ~  otmmed in 
vain. 

The a m p  fm tbs night was &tM at &k; the 
driven had lain down to rest; the h a  were bkdng 
brightly, while the moon, half obockd in the smoke 
of them tremendom baUlea, done out red and hnid 
upon the fleld, lighting it up fm our ministries to tbow 
who were h thb agonies of desth; Here wrvl thb 
V& addition to om numbera,-the dead to be taken 
out and buried, the living to be fed, and washed, and 
r u r g i d y  &eoaed. . Detailing om guard we viaited 

e v k  ambulanm, moving thorn who had died. One 
by one they were placed upon stretchem, their bodies 
hardy cold, their Jimba in every position, and they 
were carried out to an adjoining field, where thq wtm 
laid aide by ride. In  the mecm time our Litcben wss 
tued to its ntmoet capacity in preparing -merit ; 
and before midnight every man had an ample supper, 
each as we could hsetily pmpare. Om work went o a  
There were throbbing worndo to be dm&, and f e  
vered limb8 to be cooled by &ah water applhtiom. 



With basine, sponges, bandages, and lint, and with' 
clear spring water, we went from mbulanca tr, ambu- 
lance, bathing, cleansing, soothing wounds which wsre 
yk  f;esh and open, and mme no g ~ ~ a e t ~ y  .I, to make 
us almm faint. h, legs, Ioddem, +we, and fete& 
had been d e d  away; many had received'only the 
most harrieded treatment npon the field, while otherr 
had not been attended to at dl. 

Under one of the ambdancae we foad  a lad, 
Chailw H. Cutler, of the First B b m c h ~ t b  Heavy 
Artillery, dreadfully wounded in the back. He had 
crawled out and was lying on d e  ground, w i n g  fot 
a breath of fi.eeh air, covered with hia tentcloth, which 
waa BskVated and diecolored with hia blood. His saf- 
'faingo were such tbat he prayed that he might die. 
We attempted to drem his M ;  but to move him 
cawed eo harp m agony, 'k we codd only bathe 
a d  wash the wound with the cold water which we 
had at hmd. The Rev. William H. Charming, who 
wat~ of om party, with that lightning h h  of 
patbetic fdmg '  which was m r i e s t i o  of ~II ~ 
eervice in the field, drew fiom the lad hia story, got 
hie flrrher's ad&, and spoke to him of hie critical 
condition. " My boy," mid he, " do you know what 

it ia to pray thut you may die?" "Ah, p; for 



death would bring me m much peace," he r s p U  
bL Will po baptise me hem? I ahdl feel .better h, 
for my Mem d w a p  wanted me to be baptized." So 
in that rqugh, open field, on om kneed U n k  the 
amimlance, the poor boy was received into Christ% 
Chwch on earth, into the real communion of which 
he WM m e0on.b enter in heaven. In no prayer or 
oervia of 8uch profound solemnity had I evem joined ; 
d the p& W M  rmrde 4 h tbrt M * t  

experience, if it waa ever fuMbd, that where two or 
three ue gathered together in my uame, them am I 
in the midet of them." Admbhwing a sleaping pow- 
&, we l& the lad quietly at &t. Moving through 
ths train, we kept at work until all WM dl. m e  
embem of the h e  were dying oat; parfeet ntillnm 
d p e d  tluough all the amp, witb the exception of 
the momingoof the m e m w h o w s r s t o p a a ~ a ~ l ~  
nigbtinp.in. Thedeadwerenottobeledtuncared 
&? nor uncovereb Them thy ware h one long row, 
hid aide by aide, otark and M, the mooxr looking 
calmly down apon them - all soldiem of a comma 
cum, all dead in a d c e  which we trust had givea 
them psrfect freedom. With a Bckering candle we 
went orar each body, eumiuiug clothing, marking 
every attide, fiOm -. to wrtob, or photo- 
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with the a d G r  of their friends, to whom the new8 
WM yet to come of their burial in an enemy% cormtry 
by fiendly ban&. Then with tent-clotb and blanket 
we covered them, having them to be baptized with the 
dew of evening, and committing them to the han& of 
a loving and m&d Cod. 

A t  daylight we were an the field .gain, with fresh 
water, crackem, milk panch, and coffee, to give all. tbe 
wfterhment we could before stuting them over t h w  
terrible reeds between F'redericLeburg and Belle Plain. 
Tbe dead were now to be buried. For horn  the san 
had been blazing with its midsummer heat upon the 
field, and its effect wan only too apparent. With two 
spadea we began to make the hnch ,  into which they 
wen  to be laid ; and when it WM hbhed, the blanket 
coverings were removed, and Mr. Charming stood upon 
the embankment md commend hb I o r t  t h n d  
~rVice4: "Wbnthb ~ ~ a h a u ~ ~ o n  

i-ad this morfal a h a a  have P y t 0 ) ) ~ -  
tality,then ahan  bsbrwght to pa88 theaayhgtha tu  

d e n ,  D e e  u awaUoud up in oietory.'' 
With an appmpriate and touching prayer, fmently 

remembering those who were bereaved, we laid, one 
by one, into their ket reathg-plw,  tho^ mothtad 



bodia, m changed in those Id few h o t 6  that no 
&imd could have lxmgnhd them, 

One h o o n ,  juot Wore the mrcortion, whem the 
atmaphere of om roome was close and fonl, and all 
were longing for a breath of our cooler northem air, 
while the men wem mosning in pain, or were ree&aa 
with fever, and oar heuts were rick with pity for the 
a u f f m ,  I heard a light otep upon the 6; and 
looking up I MW a young lady emtar, .who broaght 
with her mch m atmoqhm of calm and cheeaful 
coaroge, so much h h e a o ,  such an expremioo 0 f . p  
tle, womanly rympathy, tbat her mere preee~ns d 
to revive the drooping spirit6 of tbe men, and to give 
a new power of endurance throngh tbe long and pain- 
f d  hours of d*. First with one, then at the 
mde of another, 'a tiiendlp word here, a gentle nod and 
&mile them, a tender sympathy with ercb pro&& 
~derer ,  a sympathy which could mad in hie eyea hie 
longing for home love, and for the preaence of m e  
abae~nt one -in few minutes bera wan indeed an 
angel ministry. Before &e left the room ehe eaog to 
them, &st mme atking national melody, then sow 
meet or plaintive hymn to strengthen the fainting 
heart; and I remember how the nder, penehbd to 
every part of the building. Soldiem with lean mvere . 



wounds, &om tbe room above, b v  to crawl out 
ink the entria, and men from below ctapt up. an 
tbeir hands and knees, to catch 0- mte, .nd to 
~ i v e  of the benediction of her prewnce-for mch 
it was to them. ~ b e n  h e  went away. I did not 

know who 8he wea, but I WM M much moved and 
melted M any mldier' of them all. Thir ia my 5mt 

reminiknce of Helen L. Gibon. 
Onr work in Frederickebmg WM nearly ended. 

The Bank movements of Geneml Grant tiom Spottql- 
vania to Hanover Cobt HOW left the town exposed. 
Tbe government, with exhauetlem energy, WM com- 
pleting the railroad to Apia creek, in order to trr,ob 

fer the wmnded rapidly to W d i g t o n .  M or 
three trains bad pureed ~ f e l y  througb, but tbe go* 
 rill^ o@ng on that line bad broken tbe corn 
munitation, and it became wxmmy to me all the 
river trrmspartatioa that could be made available. 
Since the first battle of Frederickebwg, however, tbe 

Bappahannock had been dosed by tmpebe. Fortn- 
nately for tbe wounded, the commander of tbe river 
flotilla, Captain Hooker, WM the man for tbe occ~ion. 
Prompt, fwlem, and wsoluts, with a few  marine^ he 
entered one of the townu on the river, . ~ b l f e d  a 
dozen of the more prominent citizens of ths place, 



codnod them on one of h b  gnnboata, and told 8 e  
authorities that he wtu going in search of torpedaw. 
If  the^ men were blown ap in removing ,them, well ; 
but if one of hb cmw wtu iujured, he would lay the 
coanty w.ste, barn every  house^ and bsm, and let the 
people sub& M they could. And they h e w  that he 
would do it. The to+ were r e m v d ,  and the 
r i v e  WM apened. The trmqorb followed tbe fleet, 
and it WM announced that the e v u a d o n  of Fred- 
erhbburg mnrt be hurried forward M rapidly M 

pom6.i Tbom who could walk, either with or with- 
ont crntch&, wem cent f m m d  on foot fo Be& Plain. 
Probably many f d  and died by the d d e .  .We 
know that many lit- mnld have been mved had it 
bean h r  them to remain rhera they 
wsra From our own baildingo m v d  wem mnt off 
who died Mom they reached the landing; while to 
remain, n.s to liogar in tbs b d  of'* enemy to 
whom mercy it mold not be ode, judging from many 

pcut eqemhceu, to tract. The emcudion went on. 
Our own men wem sent away ; and when we d e d  
the wharf, the ateamem, which we& then crowded 
even to the gangways, wem d b i n g  to v i v e  another 
man. Hun* wem I& throogh the night in a 

pouring rain. The Sanihry CommiMion ntoame 



'' Kent came at laat, loaded with -ma for the new 
b; and rfter the other tranqorta were loaded, we 
took the repinder, forty stretcher cosea, dl being 
amputations, on oar decks. The g n e  came 

muming into the town, 5lling its ts junt too lato 
to catch their prey, appearing at the h d b g  0119 in 
time to .me. the ket &euner rapidly moving out of 
sight and rmge. 
Them were many bad erser, needing imm- 

anre. w e  had every haity,-water, Mr, ~~ 
and d e  soap, lint and liwn bandageus,- and went 
to w o r t  Removing the clotted 'cloths, bathing and 
cleansing the etamp, we found three men upon whom 
it proved n m  to perform secondary ampuwiom 
to mve their liva. All this sntfbring waa borne in 
atter silence, Them wan no complaining ; erch waited 
for hie tarn, withont appealing to M to paaa another 
byinordertooometohim. Tharew~oneGsomrs  
lad who codd not ape& a word of English. He waa 
placed a little out of sight, eo thrrt, in the rontino of 
dressing, we had not been to him. Snpposing him to 
be comf 'b l e ,  from the cheerfrrlneae of hie ha, and 
hi dence, which had been qaite noticeable, he had 
not been Wnded to. At Id, when I 'went to him 
and opened his shirt, a hom'ble wo* waa tlb&m& 



8 ahell having carried a r r s ~  hie um at the shoulder, 
togetber with the fleeby part of hie side. The wound 
WM perfectly fi.edr and healthy, yet the poor fellow 
WM ao qdet w d  snbmiaaive to the necemq -pa- 
ktion in the dreaeing, that he won the love and 
admiration of dl on board. . 

I i k  M t t p  t h ~  C~OWM &p and wts 

of d and muting erpsriencea, of duties ahared and 
work performed with othem, there are nmt precious 
memoriea of compauionebip with two friends,. who, 
throogh death and darknew, with a beautiful fidelity 
to &one whom tbey were mrving, nude evey hoar 
bright by their self-forgetting cheerfulnew and Chrb 
tian love. Whether amidst the p e f i  of capture by 
the enemy, or the more insidiom dangem of the 
rwamp, their dedy routine was unchanged in it8 
mrene truotfaln~, whioh gave new otrength and con- 
fide- to dl around then.. And when, &r nnparal- 
leled expannes, it WM men at laat that direrrse had 
made fearful h o &  upon Mm. M., and they retired 
with hardly a hdpe that l e  wonld live to reach hetr 
home, it W e  evidemt, through the twelvemonth of 
ruff- and pnwtration whioh followed, how nearly 



she bad been racri5ced in the abrbing labon of thia 
great campaign. With s lofty c o d o n  to duty, 
with united loyalty to their work, through fatigue, 
hnnger, and dimam, they were enriehad by bldnga 
which fell from dying lips and overflowing hearb. 
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---W ET- H;).rmL-ILlr Q I ~ ~ ' I  A a -  
W b h  Hcnra-drrhal d tbe Tenth and Blgbtaenth C u r p ~  - 
! r h e F a t i e t h ~ ~ - ~ l o w l ~ -  
m a t t l a d  Cold BPba.--Tbo Rdd d ~-~ 
o f ~ ~ 4 ~ - F b l d H a r p l t J I t W h t t s H a u a  
- E i g h t w d  W d - T h ~ D s r S b d  Yn. Ososrrl 
Bubr. 

P OBT ROYAL, an unimportant post aSkge in 
Caroline Comty, T i  twemty-five milea b e  

low Frederickebwg, on the ~appahann'oclt, was, foe 

quiet harbor waa 5lled witb tranqort &eunem and 
barges, wkting orden to move up the YO* and P.- 
mnnky Itivem, where a new bpse wrs to be established 
nearer Richmond. Here ws enjoying the 
beauty of the river, - ita dm, fnll cortbnt flowing 
mmothly on, &tbg the rich fo- of ib ahom, 



which gently rose into the highlands, now lo& in the 
purple ham of evening. Upon the wide plateau with- 
oat the town our forma were drawn up in in. The 
bagla were llonnding and h m s  were beating, while, 
M the sun went down behind rich maws of elonde 
tbat were bathed in a flood of glory, the bands stmck 
up their grand national aim, which were w&ed to us 

on the still breath of thh beautifal evening. We 
Landed on the pontoon pier, which wm crowded witb 
negr0e.s unloading forage for the twelve hundred lrnd 
m y  wagom m n  to start for the front, and waked up 
through crow& of lloldim, picking our way among 
cavalry honwe, ambnlancee, and army teams. The 
tom b one of the quaint old Virginia eettlemenb, tho 
howm e m b o w d  in m#cent shade  tree^^, the g ~ l c  
dem f d  of creeping vina and dowen, which peeped 
throngh every crevice of the fen-, and clambered 
over windows and verandas, while rich, dark ivy dung 
to tree and wall, and hung in graceful luxuriance 
everphere. The rarest exotica grow hen, profusely 
in the open air ; and there WIW a tropical fragrance in 
the air, a delicious feeling of 1- and r e p ,  which 
only needed a righteous pecrce to make the place a 

pcucrdise. The Virginia mocking bide sxceed even 
the nightingab in the rich variety and eweetnem of 



their n-. Their joy- trill ir never repeated, and 
they seem to combine in the beanmy of their throcrb 
the m d o  of dl the birda Evening waa coming on. 
The h g  twilight of June waa very beautihl. The 
air waa calm and atill, and the mnity of the night 
wae moot imprsadre. Cool, quiet, and tender, the 
moan shone upon M ; the river WM like r mirror, and 
we floated .long with the tide, only etadying om 
ooarw with the oaru, while Venue, the beautiful em- 
.Id evening star, kept its quiet vigil over our p h t  
hour of reat and recreption. 

At midnight the cry of &e &utd M to our feet, 
and bat a few I& m a y  waa r barge of hay burning. 
The heat of the flsmea waa even then felt upon our 
de&. The paint would blbte~r, and tbe wood begin 
to char, d w ~  we c o d  drop immediately down the 
stream. Bala of burning hay were -ng off the 
barge and hating tonuda or. Om h a  were out. 
Here were forty b e l p h  men depending upon M for 
ouam. The 0re m n  enveloped the bauge~, and d o t  
up red and lurid in hot forb  of fbma The heat 
bacame intense, and it wae m n  an impo&iility to 
faee it. For a time our fbte eeemed inevitable; the 
o 5 m  of the boat were at their ports, the 5rw under 
the bodem ware khdling, ths steam WM slowly rising, 



and, at the moment when our poeition seemed to be 
the most critical, the beam of the onginea moved, and 
in half an hour we were anchored out of danger. 
The next day our wounded were &erred to the 
hospital traneport "Conndcut," and were taken to 
Washington, and our d& were cleared. 

AIJ our armies mept throqh 8po#eylda, Cam- 
line, King W X i ,  and Hmover Counties, the n e  

groes, by instinct, marmed to the banks of the rivetm. 
Leaving the old plantations, their mmten, and their 
eervitnde, d r d  .I, for a festival, and each with hio 
bnndle, their only property, they made their way in 
companies through the d ~ r t ,  like the children of 
h l ,  arming ont, as they thought, into the promid 
land. Bs we p ~ ~ s e d  down the Rappahamock and np 
tbe York and Pamunky N v m ,  sqocrds of kailiea 

conld be Been for milea dong the banks, making their 
way ihey knew not whither, but hoping for acape. 
An our steamer sped rapidly along, the poor 
would beg by every gesture of appeal, hoMing their 
bundles np, raking their hands a8 if imploring sympe- 

thy, and c&ng upon ne not to paam them by. At 
Port Royal they flocked down in each numbem th.t a 

government barge was  appro^ for their m3e. A 
thowmd were stowed upon be? negrow of dl 



qes ,  bedpledu~ children, and old men and women, dl 
meking to be Bee. All their livea long they had 
dreamed of the day of deliverance. Their rnde d e  
votiom had arpreaeed it with the wild fervor of their 
excitable natwe18; and now the door w+ opened, and 
they felt tbPt "de Lord WM leading dem dong." 
They wen dreused M for a day of jubilee. Freedom 
WM to them an idea. They did not know that it 
meant opportnnity, hardship, and privation ; they did 
not dream of education, development, m p n d d i t y .  
They only knew that it wae freedom, and that, in 
b&g their old relation, them would be no more 
auction blocin, and no more crnelty. 

Onr stamem wae anchored in the river. A hnndred 
r& wen them waiting ordm to mom. Niiht 
ameon. Tbere4weteg1dg~gnalsdl..bootor, 
and a tboassnd aolored l i t 8  were redected in the 
water. In  the diat8nce we conld hear, low and mit, 

the 5nst notea of the negroed evening hymn. I m p  
moned and plaintive it curie on, in- in its 
voldme, until  the^ whole & o m  broke ont in one of 
tho- ind~a~l'bably wild, fervid melodies, of which it 
L impomiile to reaiat the i m p d o n ,  until it meltad 
away into the mbdaed moaningo of a few who wem 
charged with the rsfirin.. . . 

8 



Oluboatwaa~~~nlowe!red and medwithaneyler 
oompany, who winbed to reach the barge befom their 
oervicb WM over. Clambering up the mdea of the grcnt 
steamer, we found them jnat settling down to deep. 
aS we moved about among them, we found enough 
who were willing to repeat their hymn. Their old 
.preacher addmad them a few w o h  of d o d o n ,  
'telling them deeo am mlemn timen," and led them in 
tbeir mng. Like w i l h  it spread unong them, 
and soon a thowand voices blended into one. Under 
the fickering of om single light it WM a , p i d m  
indeed. Their countenanms were all aglow with the 
prseion of their song; and .I, I stood looking upon 
that sea of uplifted faceo, I thought that them wm 
hardly an emotion which conld be awakened by intenre 
religiolu, feeling &at did not find -ion them. 
There WM the r ap tm of mme clear vision, tbe 
angaish of some nnforgiven sio, the penitence of a 
lowly apirit; there WM the wrestling of &me a&- 
accusing s o 4  or the aspiration of one to whom Meat 
love had cset out fear; and there they stood in all 
their untutored simplicity. 

When their song had oaased, G h n  addreaeed 
them. She p i W  tbe d t y  of W o m ,  told theun 

what it meant, and what they wonld have to do. No 



longer would there be a ms&er to d h  out the peck of 
corn, no longer a mintma to cam for the old people 
or the children. They were to work for themdvee, 
provide for their own eick, and eopport their own 
infirm; but dl this wcu, to be done under aew con- 
ditiow. No overseer wcu, to stand over them with the 
whip, for tbeir new msster was the d t y  of earn- 
ing their daily bread. Very eoon new and higher 
motivea would come ; fwah encouragemenb, a nobler 
ambition, would grow into their new condition. Then 
in the simplest language she explained the diff'nce 
between. their former relatione with the then mastar 
and their new &ions with the northern people, 
ehowing that labor here was voluntary, and that they 
could only expact to secure kind employera by f a -  
M y  doing dl they had to do. Tben, enforcing truth- 
hlness, neatnem, and economy, uhe said,- 
'' Yon know tbat the Lord Jeew died and roee 

again for yon. Yon love to eing hL p d  and to 
b w  near to him in prayer. But remember that this is 
not all of religion. Yon mnet do right as well as pray 
right. Your lives mnet be fall of kind deede towardm 
each other, fnll of gentle and loving &&ions, fnn of 
n ~ h u e a e  and truth : thi is true piety. Yon muat 
make Monday and Tuesday just as good and pure aa 



Sunday b, remembering that God loob not only at 
your prayera and- your emotions, but at the way yon 
live, and epeak, and act, every hoar of your livea." 

Then ehe mug thin euqaieite hymn by Whittier: - 
' O * p N l n U I ' ~ , - d m  Lord beeam 

To & de people W; 
Admumtlnkftdayobdoom, 

An* re ob fobllee. 
D a L o r d d a t h a p d e B o d B a ~  

He jort u 'trap u dm; 
He ray de word, we krt dght dab#, ' 

Today dm Lorilnr fho man, 

We pray de Lord,-he glb u dpnr 
lhtromedaywebfke;  

Do mod nlnd tell It to dm pba, 
Dawilddu&todera. 

WeUnkltwbeidoabomhMrlng ,  
W e d r e m I t h d m ~ ;  

DsrfcrMdm€enitwbcnherfag, 
Da eagle when be raram. 

W e ~ d e p r o m l r c ~ b e r ~  
An* nabber lie de word ; 

Bo,liL.&'portleehdo19, 
w e  wdted for & Lad. 

An' now he open ebory door, 
An' trow may de key; 

He tfnk we lob him ro -re, 
w e  lobhlm better bca 

~ ~ . m w n l g T o w , d e a o # o n b l o r ,  
Eel1 glb de rlee md 00m; 

Bonc~y~fear ,umbbwyonhear  
Da drlm blow hb bore*' 



Here were 8 thounand people breathing their h t  
free air. They were new born with this delicio~ 
aenae of M o m .  Thsy listened with mohtmed eyes 
to every word which concerned their futnre, and fdt 
that ib uUemc8 came from a heart which could em- 
brsce them dl in ita eympathies. W e  was to thom a 
jubil~b only oo hr M they could make it so by a con- 
sci0111)n~ of duty ~sithfully dom,  hey had hard 
work Wm them, much privation, many strogglea 
They had everything to learn -the new indnstriee of 
the North, their changed eocial condition, and how to 
accept their new reaponsibilitiee. 

An ehe epoke the cirele grew larger, and they 
pregeed round her more eagerly. I t  WM dl a part 
of their new life. They welcomed it ; and, by every 
pomi'ble expWBBion of gratitude to her, they &owed 
how degiroas they wem to learn.. 'Ehw who were 
prewnt can never forget the ecene- 8 thowand dneky 
fsces, expreesive of ench fesaency and enthueirrsm, 
their large eyed 5lled with team, answering to tbe 
throbbing heart bolow, 811 dimly outlined by the f i c k e ~  
ing ray8 of a eingle lamp. And when it wam over, we 
felt that we could u n d d  our relatione to them, 
and the new dutim which this grert hour had brought 
upon w. 



AB the campaign progremed, and the army moved 
t o w d  Bchmond, there.tool place the fiercer con- 
flicts of Spottaylvania Court H o w  and Cold Harbor, 
with the leewr skimiaherr and counter a t h h  upon 
alternate lines day by day. Up the Pamnnlty- and 
York Rivera toeWhite H o w ,  and through the poi- 
soned atmosphere of the swamp, the b q i t a l  depart- 
ment followed on the great movements of the umy, 
which sent daily ite wagon and unlmlance tdu of 
wounded to the rear. The variety of high and low 
lande, the abandoned phtatiom, ruined hotme, a ~ d  
crnmbling chimneys, all bearing the marb of the dem- 
latiom of war,. gave a sod p i c tquenese  to the 
 me^, which iu other daya might hsve been &led 
beautiful. 

We reached White Honw at rmmt on the %Oth of 

M ~ J .  The open plain was filled with troops, which 
to be s part of the army of General Both, 

under the command of General W. F. Smith, consist- 
ing of the Eighteenth Army Coqw and a part of the 
Tenth. They were jwt going into camp, having but 
then arrived on their way to join the Army of the 
Potomac, which at that moment wtu not at a gmabr 
distance than -n miles. I t  .mr 8 b d l h t  rmnset, 
lighting up with h& of melbw light thia great 



camping grand, and reflectad from !bouaands of glib 

tening urns. The drasl, p e d e  WM over, and the 
army WM seeking its rest. The camp h a  were b b  
ing M night came on; the colored lighb from the 
river fleet wem re&cted in every dancing ripple, while 

the mtries  moved on their lonely beets, and the din 
of the camp was hnehed and etill. Through the 
night the Medical Direator, Dr. Dalton, wee &on the 
ground, selecting a aite for the hospital. The highest 
ground, with a proximity to good water, was the bt 
neceesity. Several ample spr ing  were found, an open 
field WM d new by and d y  acceaaible from 
tbe river. 

While we wore waiting the amval of the wounded, 
we went in search qf the Fortieth M h u a e t t u  Regi- 
ment. The headquartem were under a thick bower 
of magnolia leaves, and we received a cordial welcome 
from LieutonantColonel M e U .  The men bere 
mating on their cvrrm, their knapencka being merely 
un&qtpped, and their guns lying within reach, ready 
for marching ordern. The men were full of spirit and 
enthum.sm, plthongh in the mi& of a severe cam- 

paign. They were to enter upon their work again 
tu-morrow, few of them probably recrliting that the 
setting rmn of that day WM to be the h t  that many 



of them would ever look upon. 1Ls we & in this 
-1, hady 8 ,wr om- rode up wiwith O A ~  to 

have the regiment prepared to move at a moment% 
notice~, and we left the column d y  for its march. 
The okkmhhhg p r e v i o ~  to the battle of Cold H h r  
had begun. The heavy gum were distinctly heed  
daring the morning- that desaltmy tiring, ominom 
of the coming engagement. The regiment joined ita 
brigade, marched to Cold Harbor, and, Mre mot he^ 
ean had mt, the colonel and one hundred of hh brave 
men were dsrrd and buried on the field. The tire of 
a genuine patriotism burned in the heart of Colonel 
Marshall. Bold as a lion, he wai as mnsitim as a 
girl. With utter fearleermeea in danger, nothing coald 
touch m quickly thom her eensliilities of honor u 
the dighe& intimation reproach that &om any 
c a w  he was aeglectfd of his duty. The life of a 
H u l  officer, of a devoted, earn* and hithful man, 
was thrown away in mbly  vindicating &mlf &om 
an @on aa unjust M it wss incameiderate; and 
when the noble fellow fell, the team of hie men 
watered hie grave. The brown, baggard ooldiem, 
with powdemtdned hands, placed him reverently urr- 
der the d, with their c o m e s  who fell at hb dde. 
The sight# of a field of carnage must aot be 



dsrcribed. But in the mu of it we can me groopr 
of men mitring under has,  or lying in agony, having 
crawled to #nrrs W y  opot, to a brook4& or ravine, 
whsw they may bathe their f e v d  noando or quench 
their thirst, while waiting their turn to be removed in 
ambakncea to the hpital.  The S d t q  Commie 
eion'r supply wagons, which have been +ed f w d  
to the fiekl, ue otathned whom they can &urd the 
mort did. Many d o r m  are n e a m d y  pawed 
by; but how many an exhmetd m m  bee lived to 

tall the ntory of the Commim8ion'a timely mi*, but 
for which he would have been numbered with tbe 
dead. In  the a m b ~ e s s  ue concentrated probably 
mom acute d e r i n g  than may be eem in the mame 
e p e  in dl thb world beride. The wont aaea only 
have the privilege of tmqortation ; and wlut a priv- 

ilege I A privilege of being violently toesod &om mido 
to aide, of having one of the fodr who occupy the 

vehicle togethetr tbrown bodily, pedapo, upon a pping 
wound; of being tortared, and racked, d jolted, \. 

when each jarring of the ambulance n enough to 
mcrLe tbe lrlmpietie brain brrrrt with agony. How 
oAen have I on the step behind, and heard 
the q, "0  God, rehum me f h m  rhir agony I "  and 
then wme poar otnmp wonld be jolted hnn itm place, 

8*  



snd be brought e d y  up againet the wooden &am+ 
work of the wagon, while team would gather in the 
eyee and roll down over f ~ w e d  oh&. And then 
mme poor fellow would take a mmpender and tie it to 
the wagon top, and hold to that, in order to break the 
effect of the jolting ambnlance, as it careened from 
aide to mde, or went ploughing on through ren- 
dered almwt impassable by the enormoue thnaporta- 
tion serpice of the army. And yet, cu, a elass, them 
ambulance driven were humane mon. I bave been 
with them at  their camp fires, and have aheued their 
rough evening meal ; I have eeen their cawfulnees and 

&ill in driving, and bave wondered mmetimes at the 
tandm conaideretenese with which they ministered to 

their euffering comrades,. when their Me of hstdsbip 
and their rough IWOCWOLUI would have ench taw 
dency to make them ipeennible. I t  was etated that 
never before in any campaign of the Army of the 
Potomao bad army wryom been culled into use for the 

transportation of wounded men; yet, clay a h  day, 
the train8 p d  through FredericLebnrg, ae they 
were at  that moment arriving at  White Honm, with 

their living freights d euffering men. 
The dead at  Cold Harbor were left unburied, and 

the wounded wem rapidly sent to White House, whem 



eight thowand urived Worn a hospital w u  eatab ' 

lided to receive &em. The v& plateau was, how- 
e m ,  soon covered with tents; kitchenr and feeding 
d o n a  were atabhhed, and tbe regular routine of 
hospital work went on. In looking back upon &h 
hospital encampment at White Horure, and dl the 
wffering experienced there, its diinctive f- 
are loat in the r e c o ~ o n  of agonizing sights and 
sounds, and in the senw of acmmnlating dutiea, of 
sleepleer, nights, of dap crowded with painful experi- 
ence~, of heart and brain overwhelmed with the dart 
to relieve so much dering. When the army d 
the  am& on the 14th of Jnne, and White Holpee waa 
evacuated, the whole equipage of ihe boepital wae 
transported to City Point, which was to remain the 

bure until the war d d d  dew. Through tropical 
heat and drenching'showers thin holy work wmt on, 
until many were stricken down with m i a n d o  fevers, 
-mme, a b !  to die, d otbers to approach m necu 
tode&amtohecutherudeoftheangeWwinga 

Of oar own m018 imm- party, Mra G e n d  
Barlow waa the only one who died. Her datmting 
work at ~ e r i d t s b u r g ,  where the lsrgeet powem of 
administrrrtion were displayed, IeA but a 4 meas- 
ure of vitdity with which to encounb the eevere 
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exposares of the poimned mampe of the Panmnky, 
and the molariow M c t a  of City Point. Here, in 
the open field, h e  toiled with Mr. Yarohan and Mjoa 
Gilson, under the tmrching mn, with no &eltar iivm 
the pouring rains, 6 t h  no thought but for thom who 
were suffering and dying all around her. On the 
battlefield of Petemburg, hardly out of range of the 
enemy, and at night witnwing the bluing line8 of tire 
from right to left, among the wounded, with her sym- 
pathies and powens of both mind and body atmined to 
the laat d p ,  neither conmiow that h e  was working 

beyond her strength, nor r e d b h g  the extreme exhaw= 
tion of her eyetem, she fainted a t  her work, and'fonnd, 
only when it was too Me, that the raging fiver w u  
wasting hem life away. I t  was strength of wil l  which 
ewtained hem in thin intenm activity, when her poor, 
tired body wm trying to aamrt its own right to re- 
Yet to the last, her sparkling wit, her brilliant in& 
kct, her unfailing good humor, lightod up our moments 
of rest and m t i o n .  80 many memoriea of her 
beautiful constancy and mlfi3acriflc0, of her bright and 
genial companionohip, of har rich and glowing s y m p  
thiea, of her warm and loving na tm,  come back to 
me, that I foal how inadequate would be any tnkte I 
could pay to her worth. 



C H A P T E B  IV. 

!l!ER BdlYITdBY COXWSSION. 

What beaaner of itr M-?-Itr Opedon at Fredarietrbrplt- 
Hcmpbl Iamw. - The Wort of tbe Corn- -It# Enlarge- 
ment n tbr War went on. - Tbe Deatb &tea d the Army eon- 
h&drrltb theEnglirbintbeCriwr-hanlaellsL-Spa 
d.l B t ~ - T b e A I 1 k y R e l k l  Corpr.-Itr Ogudntbn.- 

Esnoolrl Bslhl.-Bon.knLB.FnJ..-BeliefChsrtr.-Tbslr 
Contentr. 

I T would be clearly impoesible in a few pamgrapb 
to condsnee 811 that might be. eaid of the Sanitary 

C o m a o n .  Ib service' embraced crll those m p  

immediate n d t i e e  of the eoldier, of peraond relief, 
both in the field and in the hospital, and included in 
its O@OM a vast aggregate of pod,  out of the 
army, which never met .the publia eye. Ita various 
department6 in the field; its buraaue in Washington, 
PhihMpbia, and New York ; ita bene5cent operation8 
all over the continent, whereom a mldier'r comfort 
WNJ to be. provided for, or hie intarwta were to be pro- 
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teded, need a volume fm the recotd ; and if the otoq 
b ever told, it will be one of the bright& pagea in om 
nationid history. In the  operation^ of this vast tun- 

psign it ww foremost in everything. It reached the 
new base as m n  w there were soldiers to protmt it. 
It was at work preparing for h@t& and providing 
neamaq  s tom before the government maebery be- 

gan !o move ; a d  its red flags were seen everywhere 
with the etars and s t r i p ,  eatabWng its feeding sb- 
tions and its depota of supplies. I t  waa made rmpple- 
mentary to the government ; and thus, in emergencies 
of great suffering, or when starvation threatened to 
add its horrors to the miseries of the wonaded, tpe 
Commission ww at hand with its medicines, morphins, 
or chloroform, saving by them as many lives as by its 
stimulants and food. In campaign the moet per- 
fect understanding existad' between the M e d i d  Di- 
rector, Dr. Dalton, d the gentlemen in chaw of 
the Commission. He liberally answered requisitions, 
grant. concessions, offered facilities to its agents, and 
promoted its e5ciency in every way, and t h ~  vast 
suffaring was relieved through the hanwniour bland- 
ing of the two sgenciea. The unselfish and devoted 
heroism of surgeom, both regular and volunteer, the 
prompt and the' cereful and humane pe&nnance of 



their dutieu, hare lod many to my, that no campaign 
since the war commenced had seen ouch thorough 
f.ithfulnasll in the preesing car- and rcepomibilitiea 
of their positione, while never before had there been 
known each variety or severity of wounds. 

A n a t d  quation, "What becornea of the money 
of the Sanitary Commission?" was often rsked. I t  
WM felt that the large bahcee, at various times 
bown  to be in tbe A n r y  of the ~ o m m ~ o n ,  
ehould prove eutllcient until the war ehould close. 
Try to realize the neeeeeuy comforts to eapplied to 
a hundred wounded men. Consider the rob of cloth- 
ing, shirte, drawers, and dockings; the pillou~s and 
pa& for etnmpe ; the W c k e ,  slings, and bed-pane ; 

the ten& blankets, and dippers, fans and baeine, 
apongee, drinking-cape and p u s ,  - each man requir- 
ing more or lasll of all of them, and a hundred thingo 
beside, for hb outward comfort,- and then consider 
tbe artidea of food, including every necsaearp etimu- 
hut, - oranges, lemons, mft crackeis, oatmeal for 
gruel, farina, c o r d . ,  canned and dried f ib ,  and 
mesta and vegetables, condensed milk and coffke, eagar 
and to-, eggs .nd crack-, - and all this, not for 
one man, nor a h u n d . ,  nor a thowand, but for taw 
of thousaude, in one department only of the vast 



camp-gn. It is alm to be rernernM that in Vit- 
ginia the work was not simply with nor in the midst 
of the army, nor only upon the battle-&&; it wae 
rprescl over vast trscts of country through which the 
rumy moved, where wounded men had been I& in the 
woo& or uninhabited plains. I ~ E  s h t i o ~  were wtab 
lished not only where it WM known there woald be 
want, but where there might be a posllibility of need, 
requiring comprehensive forethought, prompt and en- 
@tic action, and unwearied Labor in intluita detail. 
Of some articlee the reqairemenb were enormoue. 
Condensed milk by the ton; ehirts by tena of thou- 
sands ; ice by the cargo ; snd no on, with the long list 
of supplies. And thb material had to be transported 
by wagon trains from one base to another; honrecr 
were to be parchseed, their forsge provided, driven to 
be paid, steamera to be chartered, and coal p d .  
It wae a gigantic machinery, and M bene5oout in ita 
working M it was vast in its proportiom. The 
cash expenditnre for the month of May, 1864, wcu, 

$250,000; and this did not include the materid 
contributed gretaitouely, nor the 8npplia sent to the 
central depob ss a gift, 
. The work at F'redericksburg WM d u l l y  nub 

divided; one hundred and m y  egenta were awignsd 



to the varioaa C o q  Hospibb, e& responsible to 
the chief of the corps, Hon. Frank B. Fay report 

ing to him for iMhCtion8, and,drawing through 
him their enppliea The oentrd &d~otm wee mp 

plied daily by the wagon trains which were loaded at 

W e  Plain ; but mch WM the demand for etores, that 
no m n e r  had an invoice been n n b d d ,  than box* 
burab, and shelvea were emptied to anewer th presb 
ing &. 011 one occsdon, within ten days, 28,768 
pi- of dry goods, shirb, tow&, bed&b, and piL 
lowe were mnt and h e d  ; while upon another occn- 

H o w  Furnhe and PanoncJ Clothing. 

To a mind oppressed by contemplating the homm 
of war, the sanitary Cornmidon alone seemed to sbed 
a gleam of eunsbine over the dhmd scene. Men 
t l d  it with their dying breath ; they prayed for it 
aa they lay weak d weary ; and one man, jut before 



he died, mid, Hare is my pocke&book : #YO its COP 

tents to the Sanitary Commieoion." 
Let w not doubb the d i n g  infinanco of d k i n g .  

Every day we w m  made otronger for duty by the 
beautiful revelat io~ of churchr which this heavy 
trial had brought out. Men of rough& &or, who 
had fnosd d d  in every form, who w m  grim and 
fearlean in battle, and who had wemed utterly d m  
of the her  mnsiiilitiea, when lying in pain, would 
become M qoiet, and gentle, and wWued as children ; 
M patient, h g n e d ,  and even hopefnl, M any taint 
who had ove.rujme all things in the diecipline of life. 
A f& of this kind WM brought to my notico. A 
wounded mldier, worn with heavy marcha, wounds, 
and camp diseese, died in the hoepital in perfect peace. 
Some, who w i t n d  hie meet patie1~~8 and content 
through great languor and weariness, h u e d  mane- 
timer that th'ey " could already see the brilliant puc 
ticla of a halo above hio head." Befbre he died, he 
in mid to have written thi touching little hymn : - 



~7 oood r((lht - 
I* eQnlog .or; 

lblurabthenarfnrmh 
I brow not bow. 

-mwfib..Mrtm, 
Thoagh all tk blue be dtm; 

Tkrrtrfpa.noIcuthurty 
L u d ~ h l m . "  

The work of the Comd&ion e m b d ,  in the fht 
plsoe, the muitup c o n m  of the umy, the meam 
of preserving the health and m a r &  the genekl 
eil9ciency of the troop in the field and their comfort in 
the hospitab. Ventihtion of tenta, drainage of camps, 
and all of those~ healthful mesrmras in an m y ,  the 
neglect of which t wen in frightfol rates of mortality, 
wceived attention. To illuetrrrte briefly the value of 
this work of the Commission, the contrast t pteaented 
€&ween the annual death rate of the English f- in 
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the Crime- War and that of our own umiea. "In 
the Crimea it i n d  from 129 per 1000 men per 
annnm, to 1174 per 1000 men per mnnm, of which 
97 per cent. wag from disease." In  other womb, in 

order to supply the loan by death alone, it would be 
neceaaay to rep- the dead army by a new one of 
e q d  strength in forty-fonr we& At  thh point the 
English government began to establish sanitary ope* 
tions ; and within a year from their full operation the 
rate WM reduced to 25 per 1000 men. Another a&- 
ment of this Crimean mortality b M follow8 : bb The 
percentage of deaths (46.7 per, cent. in the hoepit.de 
of Scntari and Konldi, in February, 1855) wea nearly 
M great ea the percentage of recovetier. But that 
atarming mortality WM speedily checked by m a  
sanitary worb, EO that the death rate fell to two or 
three per csnt. in the aame hospitah of cases trpntd" 
On the other hand, in our own armioe, a8 the tab* 
etntementa ahow, the loss averaged 65 per 1000 men, 
the molt, nnquoetionably, of the promptnase with 
which the Commission met the p a t  question which 
was presented to them by the fight& experiena in 
the laat great European war ; and it may with jab 
tics ciaim its full share of agency in thb su&d 
mdt* ' 



Thea followed the work of hd M e f ,  or the 
aystsm of cmmnt supply in the 5ald. Ib dmt d i  
was made after the bat& of Ball's Blatf, and during 
the winter of 1861-2. Its h b r y  embrrcaa every 
dte campaign in every dqmtme~nt, and ib opera- 
tion became mom widely Loown, from the fact that it 
wea the a&&i&&on of the Field W f ,  which in- 
cluded the dietribution of stores, and, to mme extent, 
tbow miniotntionn of relief which bate m deep17 
touched the hearb of the people. 6till kter was 
organid the Special Belief, a' deputment for the am 
of d k h r g d  mldiem, though other work WM con- 
nected with it, Homa, l*, and soldiem' resb 
were d l i a h e d  all over the country; a permion 
agency, with ita b-chea in every la& city; a 

bmwra for the gnfoitdua colleation of back pay and 
the settlement of bead soldiem' accounb; md 
employment ageneb, from which haa accrued a va& 
amount of good to ddiem and to their f.milisr in 
t h o d  of in&ancss. 
Next in order, but not l ea  important, was %he 

Atdiary Belief Corp, which, combining all the 
eaimntial points of the Field Belief, WIW yet a otap 

in advance of that, as it attempted a p e r ~ ~ t d  midtry 
to the mldier, in dd&n to ib diaribotion of supph. 



And thir department made the work of the whole 
more complete, gave it mom rigoi0cance and a richer 
hitfalneao; fur it had in it an abundant wealth of 
love. Ita history, if brief, b yet brilliant with her+ 
bm, and deeply impreaaive with the mcordr of dolt 
ing and death, which wem the result of'the gigantic 
aampaip whiah ended around Petersburg and Bioh- 
mond. I do not wish to claim for the carp mom than 
may be juotly awarded by an imparticrl judgment ; but 
&ce the M W e 8  of the war, I believe that no 
organization  ha^ rendered more afl;ective senice among 
sick or wounded men than this corps b a ~  mnce ita 
inception and operation aRer the battlea of tbe W i l d e ~  
n w .  h the .winter of 18634, the Hon. Frank B. 
Fay, aftd mom than two years in an independent 
position in the field, MW that a department of pemond 
relief could be ingntted upon the Sanitary C6bnb 
sion; that it would become one of ita m w i  vihl 
branchea, and would va~tly d$wiate d a r i n g  in the 
new opring campaign then m n  to be opened. A+ 
cordingly an Auxiliary Belief Coqk w a ~  orgmized, 
and began ita operations at Fredcricksburg aft= the 
battler of the Wildcrnw and SpoUsylrania .Court 
House. Until thit campaign the Sanitary Commib 
mon had.nev~ attempted sysbmtic p d  service 



or contact 16th the mldier. Ita work in the 5eld had 
been mainly the diatriiution of supplies upon requisi- 
tions from the surgeom). Ita wagow were with the 
various divisiom of the army, moving with its move- 
manta, at hand alwaya upon the battle-field to make 
good the ddciency of medical eoppliee which 'had 
fallen ehort, or from any cauee were not within reach 

of the mrgeonr. But no sysbbatic personal relief of 
the soldier had ever been attempted until I&. Fay 
o rgan id  tbis Atuilisry Relief Corps to do such work 
M he had done individually &om the earliest cam- 

paigns of the war. Its organwon  wes brieily aa 
follows : I n  connection with euch oorps hoepital there 
WM a relief atation, having fiom four to eight agents, 

nuder the direction of one who acted M captain. 
These ntationa consieted of a -tent, a deeping and 
m-mom, a tent for reading and writing; .ad, in 
one instance, a echo01 and a chapel were established for 
convalescent mldiem, which proved a valaable kind of 
work among the men, who showed thek eagerneru, for 
such inatrnction and infiuence by prompt and hithful 
attendance. Tbe barge, or central etowhoase of the 
Commiseion, b e d  suppliee daily upon requbitions to 
each of them stations. The chief of the Auxiliary 
C o w  had a m p e d o n  of the whole work, qigned 



new men to their poets, b e d  general direction# for 
the government of the corpr, and, m p y i n g  an ad- 
m i h t i v e  padtion, kept the machineq running, by 
which an effactive m i c e  might be rendered to the 
sick or wounded who were placed under its cam. Tbe 
mppliw were alwap b e d  under the d i o n  of 
the mwpno, bat, being ~ n a l l y  ~ ' b u t e d ,  more 
d y  reached individual came than if given to da 
tailed ward-maot.em or intrnat8d to hoopid stewuda 
Thk pereonel service included all those p h n t  am- 
panionship and miniotrationa which cheered the lonely 
hospital inmate, a dAiy and hourly interconmet, which 
entered into hie l i e  and mpplied his particular need. 
Earneet men found enough to do, enough for heart and 
hand, enough for their ingenuity, enough for the& 

patience, and enough for their Chriatiah charity. Tbh 
contact with the soldier opened up a great wealth and 
variety of tqmience. Away h m  the hoopihb it ir 
impodble to redm how them el& carrents run 
dong the invisl'ble wires of sympathy; how men am 
drawn together; how dose and tender their relatione 

may become ; how mch mrvice enrichea the man who 
givea and the man who recaivee ; and how very onen 
a Life has been changed, and lifted up, and renewed by 
tbe oddlowing of the hetart, d the .pd devotion 



of a s t m n p  to one who neaded all a a 
mothda k o .  Pslaonal ~I~?coII~w,-I lay 
upon this, - intarcoume which d e d  down to emery 
need of the mldier ; which mpplied hod for the mind, 
for the s o 4  and for the body ; iatemomm which W&J 

compsnio~hip in lonalinem, which w a ~  cheerfolneaa in 
homeaickneaa, which was m g t h  in w d n e ~ ~ ,  which 
WM @ritual comfort and perce in any dark hour, and 
which codd light the way by ib he6vdy ~~ 
and its words of lofty &ear from h e  who haa trod 
the dark valley, and who h~ illumined it fin all time 
t o t h w w h o ~  to em^ it in the lightof hie sacred 

premnce. 
I know the d u e  of thie d c e ,  and I know the 

appreciatbn in which men in dire& mfkbg have held 
it. The rolb of the AyxiEnry Corpe have bome the 
namm of oome four hundred men who at differemt 
timm entered the d m .  But mem etatbtica give no 
idea of the magnitude of the work. Over 20,000 at 
~ C L S b u r g ,  over eOOO at Port aoy8l, over 20,000 
at Whib House, over 60,000 at City Point, and not 
le+ns than 20,000 at Point of aocls - more than 

120,000 a& and wounded men, not i6 mention the 
p s t  q g q p t e  of thorn soldim who have beep oared 

4 



Sor. .t the M n g  abiiory which n m h z  ir probably 
n o t l ~ t h a n o n e f d ~ ~ y m o m .  Thecop. 
baa worked, as I have had d o n  to how, until itr 
membera hare dropped into their p r s r  ; @d loy- 
dty to the oe+rvicb b kegL 0th- .L their poet until 
they have been overtden br ditsem~ ; thma@ 
fever, mJui., and eontagion thef here l&omd until 
n~ny'have ruined thek comtitutio~, and hare ra 
turned enfeebled to their homw to die, and dl for the 
caw which they loved m we& Of the labors of Mr. 
Fay, the chief of the CO?, it would be batd to rpetak 
in termr of too much praiw ; and the only di5calty in 
making refemnce at all to it io the fear that my fsir 
stdement of hia service may seem to be too much the 
kngarrge of pemonal admiration. I prafer, d m ,  to 
let tbe memory of all his w h  and gemtle rnhbtrk, blr 
~ i d y  and self-forgetting amvide, be kept fresh in one 
more heart, of all the thowanda who have had mch 
good. muom for hssmiag it. The untiring W y  
with which hia labola in thii. dirsction of penonsl 
relief in the army wem continued, probably had no 
pardel in m y  other individual cam. Before he en- . 
bred the Sanitary Cornmiasion, Mayor Fay waa known 
in eveq diviaion d brigade of thi Lkmy of &e 
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Pdomaa; and mldim qmaemting every atate, .Ild 
probably nearly every coanty of the loyal North, h v e  
at mme time been the recipients of hia kindly mi* 
or him gbneroas aid. With ch-o fomight he 
WM d w a p  prepared and was early upon the field a4 
battle with hie stoma, replenished for the emergemcy, 
and with all them bleed applisncea of healing moved 
among the dead and woanded, motJling he lp lq  anf- 
fering, and bleeding men, parched with fever, d 
with thiret, or lying n e g l d  in h lrst agonies of 
d d .  And thin service wae performed with mch 
humility and tendemeaa of apirit ae ia d y  combined 
with the mlf- ta ined force of a matured and discL 
plined mind.. Notwithatanding the deli- of hia 
position, and the jealoasiee eadiy awakened by those 
in aathority who wem acrapalow of otEcid dignity, 
and d a l  M to forms, I believe tbat in no instan08 
did he contlict with any raling medical p o w ,  br 
receive ,anything bat a e  respect and cordi.l good nill 
of thom under whom he &wed. 

Jn the winter of 1864 Mr. Fay retired from the 
Commission, continuing, however, his work bdqm- 
dently until the war closed. Mr. A. M. Speq roo- 

4 him as chief of the A a d h y  Corp, who, 



oince the opening qf the war, had r enbd :mnica  in 
mme form in the good caum. His experience in the 
work of pamd relief, his gentleness of opirit, hie 
tendemem with the men, hie warm, earn&, and qm- 
p&dc nature, pointed to him M the man of all others 
in the corps to take vacant P&e ; and 8uch antie 

hation did he give to thom in authority, that, in the 
concentration of the armiw around W.shington, .Rer 
the snrrender of Lee and Johmn, he was placed in 
chPrge of the " Field Beliefn of thh va& body of men 
-a reapoasibility and a work which he mmmed. and 

d e d  through with discretion and h i t y .  
Among other urangementa for ?be campaign WM 

the prepration by Mr. Fay, at the sxpenm of the 
Commbdon, of twelve d e f  cheeb, which wcae eara 

provided with a gr-t ~arietp of &OW and 
u t a d b  for hospia use, which hia w e n -  had 
qgmtd,  and which were'pscled with great inge  
nuity and &ill. They proved invaluable M a tern- 

porvp snpply. With an admirable djaetment of the 
proportions of the vsrioas articles needed, it will be 

that IdIr anything wea'oiitted which could 
contri'bute to a mldieio comfort in any condition ip 
which IKJ might be found. 





Thb brief review of the S d h r y  CommisSian a- 
hib'g but an mtline of its O ~ @ ~ ~ O I L  h e  thy 
ita hi&ory wil l  be written, but even that will @ve~ but 
a frrint conception of the magnitude and importance of 
the work it baa accomplished. As h been m ive+ll 

mid, '' Never, till every mldk whom last momenta it 
baa mthed, till every soldier who& dickesing life it 
h a  gently sLeadied into continusnq whose waning 
muon it baa mffly lnlled into quie$, whom chilled 
blood it haa warmed into healthful play, whose fUng 
b e  it baa nourished into &mg&,-whoae f h t b g  



heut it has comfoorted with pp.thy, -nem,  until 
every md has p o d  out ita o t q  of patitub and 
thankugiving will ita hietoy be compleb; but long 
befoe that time, ever sin- i b  helping hand M 
held forth, cornea the bid voice, ' Inaamnch rn ye 
have done it anto the least of thew my bretbrsn, ye 
have done it unto me."' 



CHAPTEB V. 

battle of Cold B[rubor dernomhted the ficL 
t h a t B i ~ c o d d b a d e d h r n t B a t i i o e o n l ~  T" 

by an emomm eqedtnre  of life, if at dl; and the 
army WM rapidly t ranaf.4 acrom the J-, d- 
ing heavy d on P- on the IS&, 16% 
17% end 18th of June, which d e d  in kiaing 
important ground, but frriled to give an entrance into 
the city. 

u p  to this time the colored troops had taken but 8 

peseive put  in the campaign. Theg were now 0mt 
brought into d o n  in h n t  of Petersbmg, when the 
fighting wae so deqmatdy contsated that many thou-. 
eso& weire left upon the field, The wounded were 

brought down rapidly to City Point, where 8 temp 



m y  b0upit.l had been proviW It WM, howem, 
in no other sense a hoepitel, than that it WM a &pot 
for wounded men. Them wem defective management 
and c h d o  confusion. The men were neglected, the . 
hoopital o r p i d o n  WM imperfect, end the morhlity 
WM in consequence ~ t f u l l y  Inrge. Tbeir condition 
WM hombh. The oeverit y of the campaign in a ma- 

larioun county bad pmah td  many with fevm, and 
typhoid, in ita most mcrlignont f o m ,  WM rcrging with 
i n d n g  fatality. 

Them &rim of d e r i n g  &ed WM Gileon at a e -  
moment when the previo11~ Labom of the campaign had 
nearly erhanated her hngth ;  bnt ber duty saemed 

plain. Tbem wem no volunteem for the emergency, 
and ahe pmpsred to go. Her friends declared that she 
could not snrvive i t ;  but replying that ahe could not 
die in a canoe mom oacred, she started out alone. A 
hoopitel bad to be created, and thb reqnired all the 
tact, 5ase1, and diplomacy of which a woman b cape- 
ble. ~ c i r l  pmjodicb  am^ prof8wiom1 pride to 

be met and overcome. A new policy bad to be in* 
d u d ,  and it bed to be done without seeming to 
interfem. Her doctrine and practice alwap were 
instant, silent, end cheerful obedience to medical and 
disciplinary orders, without eny qaallficrtion whatever ; 

4 



and by thin she o v e r b e  tbe nrtmrl mwitivenaw of 
the medid authorities 
A hospital kitchen had to be organid upon her 

metbod of epecial die$; n w m  M t o l e v n  herway, 
and be educated to t h e h d u t i ~ ;  while chadin- 

order, spetem, had to be enforced in the daily routine. 
Moving quietly on with her work of renovation, she 
t ~ ~ k  the m p m i i l i t y  of all ch- that beclrme 
n e m m y ;  rad such harmony pvailed in the camp 
that her policy was vindicated M time rolled on. Tbe 
rate of mortality WM leesened, and the hospital WM 

m n  conoidered the best in the department. This was 
accomplished by a tact .ad energy whiuh Ildnght no 
praise, but modestly veiled t h e d v e a  behind the 
odem of 05ciab. The manapmmt of her kitchea 
WM  like^ the ticking of a clock - regular discipline, 
gentle 5rmnea0, and sweet temper dmp. The diet 
for the men WM changed three times a day; and it 
WM her aim to cate~ M fer as po~ible to the a p p e h  
of individual men. Her daily m& in the werrb 
brought her into p e m d  intermum with every 
pat&&, and she knew his epecial need. At one time, 
when nine hundred men were supplied &om her 
kitcben (with eeven hundred rationo daily), I took 
down her diet list for one dinner, and give it here 



in a note,* to &ow the d e 4 y  of the udclm, and 
ber cuefnl ameiddon of the condition of oepamb 

men. 

The fonowing PmmgeJ tbe pen of Harriet 

Aiartinean,inregvdtotbmcrorrgementOftbe~n 
at Scutari by h n c o  Nightiqde, is trPe .bo of 
thow organized by Miaa (3Wn in V i i  The 
pardlel t so dm, and the illustration of the daily 
adminiatration of tbh do- of her work so vivid, 
that, if the circumdmces under whiah it WM written 
were not known, I ahodd have h d  it WM a hrithful 



pi- of oar kitchem in the Colored Hospital at City 
Point : - 
" Tbe very idea of that kitehem WM mvory in the 

wards; for out of it came, at the right moment, 
arrowroot, hot and of the pleamnteot cmhtemm ; rice 
puddings, neither had on the one hand nor clammy on 
the o w ;  oool lemonade for the fevarisb; UM fhll 

of hot tea for the weary, and good coffee for the faint. 
When the dnking sufferer WM lying with c l o d  eyes, 
too feeble to make moan or sign, the bollrpit.l spoon 
WM put between his lips, with the monthffii of 
strong broth or hot wine, which nllied him till the 
watchful nnree came round again. 'l'he meat ftom 
that kitchen WM tenderer than any other, the beef taa 

WM more eavary. One t r i g  that &e out of it WM 

the I-; on the caving of good ooo~ery. Tbe mars 
circumstance of the boiling water being redl J boiling 
there, meds a difference of two ouncfta of rice in every 
four puddings, and of more thrn half tbe arrowroot 

wed. Tbe  me qnantity of arrowroot which made a 
pint thin and poor in the general kitchen, made two 
pints thick and good in M h  Niitingnle'e.* 

Again, in cont rdng the general kitchen with the 
light or special diet prepared for the eider men, there 
W M  the diffkT0- bebeen h8Ving phCd 



th& cL the cold mutton chop with ib opaque fat, the 

beef with ib d e d  gravy, 'the lvrow100t otiff and 
glazed, all untouched, M might be seen by the bed- 

mdea in the afhmom, while the patienb wen, lying 
back, oinking for went of support," and seeing the 
qGck and quiet nluses enter M the c l d  strock, 
with their hot water tine, hot moreels d y  cut, bright 
M e ,  .ad fork, and spoon,- sad all ready for in&ant 
eating I " 

The numa looked for Mies G h ' r  word of ptcrise, 
and labored for it; and she had only to enggest a 
variety in the dearation of the tenb to Stimnleb a 
most honorable rivalry among them, which mon 
opened a wide field for displaying ingenuity and tsese, 
M) that not only WM its standard the highest, but it 
wss the most cheerfully p i c t q u e  hoqittal at City 
Point. 

This Colored .Hoepital h c a  WM one of t h w  
e&nmdinsrp tMb, out of the ordinary C0ul-m of 
army hoapitsl Wpline,  that none'but a woman could 
execnb It required more than a man'r power of 
endurance, for men fainted and fell under the burden. 
It required a woman'e discernment, a woman's tende~c 
ness, a woman's delicacy and tact; i t  required such 



nerve and moml fom, and each aumtive power, no 
ue d y  united in any wonun'e dmack. Tbe 
simple pee with whioh ahe moved abont the hoapitd 
camps, the gentle dipity with which ahe miniatexed to 
t h e ~ e b o a t h s r , w m a l l  hearb. I b a h a p a d  
h n g h  the w M b  the men woald follow her with 
thek e p ,  attraded by the grave meehwe of her 
manner; and when ahe abpped by some bedoib, m d  
laid her h a d  upon the forehead d moothed the 
hair of a soldier, w n g  some c h d n g ,  p b t  
word, I have seen the team gather in his eyes, and hiu 
lip quiver, M he tried to speak or to touch the fold of 
her dress, M if appeabg to her to listen, while he 
o p e d  his heart about the mother, d e ,  or si&er f u  
away. I have seen her in her sober gray &nnel gown, 
sitting motionlem by the dim de- l ight , -  whiah WM 

dl om camp could sfford,-with her efer open and 
watcbtfil, and her hanb ever d y  for all thow end- 
1- wants of dcknem 3 night, e q e a U y  sicknesa tbi( 
may be tended nnto death, or nnto the a d d  struggle 
between and death, which it WM the lot of nearly 
dl of as at some time to keep watch over until the 
danger had gone by. And in sadder thb, when the 
life of a soldier whom ahe had d e d  and mini6tered 



to was trembling in the balance between earth and 
heeven, waiting for Him to make all things new, she 
has seemed, by some epecial grsce of the qirit, to 
reach the living Christ, and draw a b l d g  down M 

the shining way WM opened to the tomb. And I hate 
seen such lookn of gratitude %om weary e p ,  now 
brighteaed by visiom of heavenly glory, the last of 
many recognitiom of her ministry. Abeorbed in her 
work, nnco~~sciou~ of the epir i td benuty which in- 
vwhd ber daily life, - whether in her kitchen, in the 
beat and overcrowding incident to the iseueu of a large 
special diet list, or aitting at tbe aot of mme poor 
lonely soldier, wbiqmring of the higher realities of 
another world, - she WUI always the same preseuce 
of gnce and love, of peace and benediction. I hare 
been with her in the wade wbere the men have craved 
oome simple raligioon eeroice, - the reading of scrip 
tnre, the repetition of a p l m ,  the singing of a hymn, 
or the offering of a prayer, - and invariably the men 
were melted to team by the toaching simplicity of her 
eloqnence. 
Thea were the tokern of hm mi* unong the 

eickeat men; but it WM not here done that her 
Muence WM feU in the hoepital. WM them j d w y  



in the kitchen, her quick penetration detected the 
canw, and in her gentle way harmony WM restored; 
WM there prOfRlDity among the c o ~ ~ v a l ~ n t n ,  her daily 
presence and kindly admonition or reproof, with an 
d o n d  g h c e  which qoke her eorrow for sach 
sin, were enough to check the evil ; or WM them hard- 
ship or dimontent, the knowledge that she WM sharing 

the discomfort too, WM enough to compel patient 
enduranco nntil a remedy could be provided. And so, 
through all the war, &om the mven dayd conftict upon 
the Peninsula, in those early July day0 of 1868, 
tbrough the c a m p a i p  of Antiehm and Frederick6- 
burg, of Cbandomille  and Gettyebnrg, a d  after the 
condido of the Wildemem, and the fierce and unde- 
cided ba& which were fmght for the posseseion of 
Richmond and Petersbnrg, in 1864 end 1865, she b 
bored e&.adfsbtly on until the end. Through ~corching 
heat and pinching cold, in the tent or upon the open 
field, in the ambulance or on the d d l e ,  through rain 
and wow, amid unseen peda of the enemy, under 5x1 
upon the field, or in the more iddiom danger8 of con- 
tagion, she worked quietly on, doing her simple part 
with dl womanly tact and skill, until .now the hospital 

is laid aside, and ehe rads, with the sense of a 
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noble work done, with the ble~ing and prayem of haw 
d d a  whoa d a r i n g a  h e  haa relieved or whom livea 
she h.s mved, being, 



C H A P T E B  VI. 

C I'm POINT, the lnqpaxnt ~ o f o o a r ~  
CUIM a word of notice. Although in former 

days it muat have been deep7 enough, sven with the 
commerca of Bichmond in i b  atreat& it is now wide 
awake. A new civilhtion followa on in the trraL of 
war. If any of the F. F. Vh ue MI to claim the& 

own, they would never h o w  it to be the aame pkoa 
Through an ita ~~ d v i t y  I never oaw om of 
the old inhabiknC. The f6w adbring howeta w m  
monopoked by clerka of commktuiee and proooat 
masahale ; new baildings 5Ued out the d,- rough 
pine shanties, w k e b ,  ontlen' bps; clothing 
ambmtype doom, hot&, snd chapel4 -like the 
mushroom growth of Pike's Peak or Calif& Tbe 



headquartem of General Grant were on a bluff at the 
junction of the James and the Appomattox, whem 
these riven, open oat like a lake, while beyond wen, 
the rich abandoned plantations, and the low fertile 
plains, dl trampled over by the foot of war. An old 
villa, with its wide veranda, all green and beautiful 
amidst its clinging vines, served as the offiae for Gem 
srsl In&, the chief q- of the army; 
while upon the lawn, under spreading oaks, were plain 
log hub, tbe camping ground of the lientenantgen- 
d Hem, patting his cigar with that comfortable 
repose of manner which many have mistaken for dul- 
new, with n o k g  but hie three lltvs to at- the 

notice of a stranger, be moved about hie headqmutam, 
keeping his own counsel, devdoping silently his own 
plane, to be oeen at  any time, and easy to be a p  
proached by an. 

He deals with all q n d o m  in a plain, bnsineskliie 
nrenner, with the lea& show of M n g ,  and with that 
plain common sense which decides on the instant, and 

then diemieses tbe subject h m  tbe midd. His. an- 
demomtrirtiveneas had nothing repulsive about it, 'for 
he made and mtained many strong fiends. With 
none of that showy pretansion which sometimes wins 
the personal dewotion of an army, General Grant, by 



the kindnam and amideration with whiuh he Wens 
to the humblest mldier, gained that enduring con- 
fidenae of hh men whiuh no rev- d d  &&TOY. 

A colored sergeant in om hospital, whom mother 
waa dying, nisbed a fhrlough. The application, if 
made in the ordinsrp routine, would. be too late; he 
t h d r e  went to hdqnartam, and found the general 
engaged with a m e m k  of hie d. Turning to the 
soldier, he wid, Wd, wrgeant? " 

The man steted his errw briefly, and when he 
filebed, the g e n d  looked him steadily in the eye 
with that same penetration which alwaye placea men 
jllst where they belong, .ad immediately directed hie 
adjutant;gend to make out a thirty day$ furlough. 
When it was d y  the g e n d  handed it to the m~ 
gecmt, took his hand, and, shaking it, kindly Mid,- 
" Sergeant, I hope you'll find yoor mother living 

when yon get home," which could bring no nqonae 
Zrom the poor colored lroldier exoept a choking' "Cod 
bleaa you, general.'' 

The wharveo were h i l t  parallel with the river half 
a die in length, and with storehowma contabiug the 
snbtbtence, forage, ammanition, end eqmpment of the 

army. Here were. &amem and v d  of every d s  
Aption &char&; the &eight wan rapidly loaded 



into cam, whiuh moved oat in long, heavy tdm to the 
b u t ,  and there WM the pateat  activity everywhere. 

The road to the hospitele led ua by the Bull Xng, 
thb pichmeque camp of the Fi$aetnth Begiment of New 
York Engineem, the wagon train camp, con& for 

mula and horm, long stables of brashwood, thatched 
with boughs of evergreen, pupa  of low hub for the 
wagoners, whib cavulymen were cleaLing dong on 
their jded beasts; smbalrurcea, army teams, and rut 

tillery, half obscored .in eufhating clouds of dust 
(which, in thie dry nunmer, WM nearly twelve inchea 
deep), completad the pictwe. 

Dr. Edward B. Dalton, the Medical Diremtor, held 
hie position &ce the commcincement of the campaign 
in May. At Frederichbnrg, at White House, md 
through dl the terrible emergencia of that ex@- 
en-, he had displayed eminent adminbtrative ability ; 
an& this WM now ex& 3 City Point. With 
every facility fm&bed by a mapitlceut army bsse, 
and sRer the expmienm'of four yeam, he oo 4 w t d  
the complicated machinery of hospital adminbtration 
M to leave his mark upon the fleld hospital rrystem, 
which, in the previous b r y  of the war, had never 
been brought to mch pekdion. H.ia w h  forethought 
and akill, his delicde tact in quietly overcoming di5- 



d t i w ,  hb sound judgment in mattem of d e w  hh 
d&on snd &mneaa of pmpoq hia seientib accom- 
pliahmentcr, hb genial and kindly maners, won hr  
him the coddence of hb mperim O ~ O W O ,  and the 
cordial good-dl of sll who were brought into o5ci.l 
relatiom with him. 

The Depot Field Hospitda were mtaiated a mile 
h m  the landing, upon a wide pl-, extending back 
h m  the Appomattox, and were divided into the See 
ond, FiAb, Sixth, Ninth, md Cavuly Corps Hospitals, 
repmamting each corps of the Ann7 of the Potomno. 
A branch rcrilrocrd, d n g  directly through the centre 
of the hospital grounds, WM conntructed h m  the 
main military line, in order that the sick or wormded 
sent in h m  the division hospitda at the hnt might 
avoid ambulance trrmsportotion, and thae be taken 

directly h m  the cum and laid upon their h0spit.l 
bedu. 

Connected with eaah hoopid were a diqeneary, a 
c o m m k q  -how, general and special diet Etch- 
aI#, togethew with the convdeacentcr' dining-room. The 
Wtary Commitdon a h  astabfished a etstion in each 

mrpa Thew ststiom wem eupplied by daily requiai- 
tiom from the huge, the central atorehoum, and the 
headquartera of the Co-on at tbie point. Each 



hospital had ~mm0datiOIM for fiom f i n  hundred 
to two thousand men. Through the summer montha it 
WM a vrst encampment of tents, which were changed, 
M winter approached, to log Lwracka with b o d e d  
m f s ,  an even temperatam being more d y  main- 

tained in them than under canvas coverings. Every 
fanciful decoration which the b m t y  af nuraea or 
d -maa texu  could suggest WM auried out. Some 
were of most unique design, executed with tcrete and 
skill; feakmna of manycolored papera covering tbe 
rough w&, arched over the be&, or hanging grace- 

fully over windows and doors, EO that there was an air 
of bight and cheerfnl d68dhWW, which WM d w 8 p  
refwsbing. 

The chaplain of the hospital was Orderly Ssrgesnt 
Morgan, of the Forty-third United Stat- colored 
troops, an eloqnent preacher, a man of moet earnest 
and devout spirit, and of rmqnestioned ability. 

Just before evening d m ,  Jnba, with a face all 
aglow with expactation, came acratehing at the teut. 

Enbring, with hat in hand, be said, " T h d s  a new 
preacher in de camp, and I's jee' studyin' if I can get 
to go dis evenin'?" So Juba went. Following on, I 
pabed long lines of blackened tents, cheerl~~l) a d  
cold; grim sffiring WM everywhere ; the curling 
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rmoke WM k a i n g  from the kitcbem; the .guard 
were patrolling on their lonely beat; namee were 
moving .boot in their monotonow toil,  while^ the 

rain and the mggy Virginia mud sent 
through me a chilly hommiekneun and MIW of de, 
elation not wily deacri'bed. Groping throogh the 
darkneun, yet guided by the low, plaintive air of their 
opening hymn, I' reached their iode hut of lop, u d  
M the wash-home of th hq i t a l ,  M wen M for their 
place of w d p .  On such ocerrsionr ti& WM alwap 
crowded with itr ddcy  congregation, gathered M it 
was within the limitr of the colored hospital. The 
bailding WM about m y  feet in length, the cre.vioee 

cemented with mud, the roof being made of canvas, 
and the interior l& rough and cbeerle~~. Laotmu 
w m  hanging from the pol- which mpportd the 
stmchm, and the dim candl+light prodnced a ghastly 
glare, which made it d i t h d t  to mcognim frroes, how- 
ever near. Humble they were and in earnest, moyed 
by tae rimpleet impulse of their hearts, and bound 
together in their devotion6 by one common bond - tbe 
love of a common Father. The congregation were 
etanding, ninging a hymn, crRar which the p d e r  
r e a d a f ~ ~ ~ ~ o f 6 ~ ~ . n d ~ 0 ~ ~ t h s r  

h ~ , -  



which WM read with deep feeling, end even with eta* 

ling effect. His prayer wae fervent and appropriate, 
moving these simple hearts, and ding from them 
such ejncalatiom ae "Dim lowly heart am waitin' for 
you, Lord," and Yea, Lord, do come now an' viait 
dia poor d," and the like. The text nae, "And 
bearing His mom, he went tbrth into a place called the 
place of a akd." The sermon WM p r e f d  by the 
remark, that we all had life before w, with all ita 
burdens and oorrowe ; and that we had come there to 
be lrtrengthened fbr duty. We lould, therefore, open 
our hearts to all the best induencea of the place, and 
then we should go forth ready for the battle like 
66 giants re-ed with new wine." And, if any were 
in any trouble or sonow, or if there were heavy 
burdens d n g  upon the heart, if we went to Jesns 
and laid them at his feet, and were willing to take hie 
light sod easy yoke, they would melt away like dew 
before the ~~t brighens of the mn. The sep 
mon was an appeal to his hearers to place thexdvea 
under the iduence of Cbriet. He pictured the ed'm 
inga of the s a v i o k  &owing how meekly, yet with 
whst patieno6 and strength, they w m  borne; but he 

6 



dwelt upon the idea that divine J d c e  demand& the 
mcdce. " AppmwEng Golgotha, baring not only 
the cma, but the weight of your rim and mine 
upon hie overburdened heart, he wae h o b  from tbe 
hnmiliatiom of the judgmemt hall. There mocled, 
with the-purple robe, soourged with the whip, bia ten- 
der 'templw piemad with th-, with the blood and 
sweat upon his brow, all .long the way he mffered 
the derision of the people, who, with criw of ' Crucify 
him, crucify him!' were m n g  h i ~ ~  on to his 0x4 

cution. HM he robbed a widow or an orphan? Haa 
he any guile upon his l i p ?  . HM he taken gold or 
silver, or are his ban& dripping with' blood, that he is 
dragged thus to a Place of a Skull? Ah, no. He b 
tbe p e ,  the meek, the guilelea one; but it mnat 
needs be fh;t one must die. The wrath waxed hot& 
and hotter, that it might not be a p p d  by any 

ramom lees than thii very Son of God; and eo the 
blazing sword leaps &om the ocabbud of jastice, and 
tbe doom is d e d .  AE he mgglea up to the summit, 

he feints and f a  under the weight of the cros~~. 

There, npon the hill-top, stando Justice waiting to 
complete the d 0 c e  which four thousand yeara ago 
WM appointed for thia hoar. She waitu to set her seal 

upon the atonement. Ths time is expiring, while yet 
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the ovmbdened one L d q p r i n g  up the hill ; but he 
reachea it not yet. Is the hoar, then, to p w ,  and the 
world to be forever lost? Where, then, ebe &, is He . 
who waa to o5kr h l f  a ransom? The hoar will 
& k e ,  and the doom will be h e d  forever. 0 God, 
what an hom l Millions rtand in dread expectancy. 
Hell y a w  before them, and the heat of eternal h a  

L around them, and the appealing cry goea up to 
heaven that they may yet be mved. With painfnl 
feet and a w k y  heart he waa slowly moving on to the 
eacri0ca. He was treading the winepre~ alone, but 
it waa not of Paul, or James, or John that he waa 
thinking there. I t  WM of the world, of you and me 
in oar low atate and need. AB the moment sp 
preaches, Calvary L reached. He is seked and laid 

.upon the QOM. S b q  naila are driven by mercilem 
blows through his hands and fee&. Tbe c x m  is lifted 
and plunged into ib plrce ; and while darkneee covers 
the h e  of the earth, and the veil of the temple is 
rent, and women fall weeping at his feet, the work is 
done. He has not f l i e d  nor murmured against the . 
ineuorable decree. He rimply prays his Father to fim 
give hL murderers, while the mercy-oeat is sprinkled ' 

with his blood. The debt WM candled at lant ; he 
cried, 'It L dniohed,' and our ealvahn WM mured. 



Seventy-two %man ooldim guarded the mw, pas#- 
ing and mpadng, wagging their beds, end -*, 
'We have him now. Even hie God crrnnot mve 
him.' The Pharisee rubbed hb b&, dmcklhg in 
deGi011, and devih enjoyed the triumph. But wait, 
ye powem of hell I Your doom L written in cbarac- 

tern of living fire! In  'the dark ahambem of the 
night, for thtee clap, be waited and d&. On the 
remrrdon morning, Gabriel and St. Michael @ ; 
the bonb of the pave us broken ; the aleeping J m  
rhea ; uchangeh move out in mqiesty and glory ; and 
throngh the trackless ether, quicker thsn the light 
ning'r flasb, the risen Lord ascends upon b b  bluing 
chariot, and reata upon the bosom of hia God." 

The effect of thin rude eloquence upon thew paor, 
ignorant creatmw was a most  curio^ exhi'bition of 
human nature. The preacher then made an appeal to 
them to follow thin long-sdering Saviour ; to give up 
their old ways of life, their profenity, their indiffslc 
ace ,  their dnr, and to become truly C X u i d h  men. 
They wept and clapped their hands, ahouting, "Amen, 
amen!" 6'Illi&ipfbrgloryl" uDat'rsoln UYe6, 
Lord, send a wituem I " da They swayed to and fro, 
calling upon the Lord Jesnr, to forgive them, to wreh 
them clean, amid pano end criee for help. 



One old man rose and &id, While de bredren an* 
sisters ue Jngin' 'An' muet die body die?' let dl 
who lub de Lord, an' would wear de golden crown, an' 
be landed d e  on Canaan's shore in de lret great an' 
terrible day, come up to de altar an* help M beg for 
mercy on dsre poor mnln." 

Then followed a m n e  which MBL) description. 
Numbem of men and women, "convinced of rin," 
went forward, knelt down, and amid groaninge and 
waile of agony, prayed to be mved from the bottomless 
pit, and from t b  8re which is never qupched ; whh 
we wen, hoping that the new birth, if each it d y  
wae, might prove a constantly renewing intlnencs with 
the life of every day. 



C H A P T E B  VII. 

T HE news of battle, it cornea n i R  and 8Um. For 
four long yeam it has Baahad over the w i ~ ~ ,  

bringing suspe.~um and dealation to every hamlet and 
village in the land. For days there b an unnatural 
quiet through the household, which gem on with the 
silent routine, under the painful preaewe of an- 
tainty, nntil a t  laat a mesa& or a letter tells the 
whole. 
AB I have atood in a country village doe, 

watching the tragedies pictured on the f- awaiting 
there the opening of the mail, I have seen etrong men 
come in and take their " mldieis letter," tear d, with 
a trembling hand, the envelope, and wail out, 'L He. b 
dead I he is dead I How am I tell h b  mother? I 
have maem two women einter,-one sad, and CIVBWO~, 



and old, leaning upon a younger, a daughter, pe rhe .  
They receive the letter and ptuw out. A glance hy 
told them it is a &ranger's hand, while a wild fear 
sweep over their hearts, which they reetrain till they 
are quite out of sight. Then the letter is opened. 
Lb May Ood help thee and me, Jane I " is all she sap ,  
while they hurry on to their lowly dwelbg, where they 
may hide their grief, where them need be no w n d -  
ment of ib cause, d no restraint npon its utterance. 
bb An only son of hia mother, and she a widow." 

Here is another mourner, with a W o w  not less 
dark upon her life, who must struggle on alone, - she 
who had hoped to be a wife, but now not less a 
widow. And this mme story has been repeated in 
how many forms, in how many homes, all over the. 
land I With the witness of mch griefs ~ ' theae ,  while 
atriving for them alleviations of d e r i n g  in the a d ,  
there was the thought of those at home, who, through 
long and weary months, have waited for tidings of 
hose who have died, hoping for some explanation of 
the intenapted let-, d the silence which to many, 
alas I b the silence of the grave. And yet, in thoa 
sr~ldb of cseea, this explanation never comes ; and the 
easpeuse ie a living grief, a lasting ecrrrow. Men died 
every day, and were carried out to the dead-house for 



b ~ w h o  left no traceof fiiendo,hardlyaname to 
be mmrded on a h d b o u d .  Look into that puf of 
any soldicad burial-ield which M devoted to the " mr- 

known," and cm the proportion buried them. Turn, 
then, to the lbtn of nun- recorded, and a& of their 
&milies if they have d v e d  the notic8 of their death. 
'I%& 05- wae IsR to any comrade who might know 

the Sends, to any humane m n  who WM intmeated 
in the crw ; but it waa not provided for M a part of 
the regalu routine of hospital d q .  The combnt 
sight of the dead curied oat for bpri.l deeply touched 
me, and mggeatd a want, which m i a t  be d y  sup- 
plied, of a complete list of the patieob, with the 
a d h a  of tbeir nevest dative. I found that nearly 
an the men had cloee W y  ti-. Their h e u b  were 
'M tender, their sekilitiea M keen, their emotioor M 

deep M oum. They were quickly moved by old man- 
o r h  of home, of father or motber, .of nifo or chS 
drea ; md our appecrling to tho80 rffectiom, * ' h m  
ite m o d  effect, had a good aanitay intluenoe, the men 
beting p b h l  for mch appesls, end maponding heartily 
to them. In om hogpita mch a'list WM attempted, 
.nd ite value WM every day illustnrted by the touching 
lettam of thnnktbsas d v e d  from homea which 
wetre doldsd indsed by bemavememt, which but ibr 



OR& intelligence wonld have remained in that darkem 
mrrow of uncertainty anti1 they &odd meet their 
miesing ones face to'foce in the other world. Mothere 
wrote of their " d y i n g  grr,titnde'* for the simple 
annonncement of the fect that their sons w r e  in 8 

hospital ; or they wrote, LL By the love you bear your 
own mother, give me some t i d i i  of my boy. L he 
alive? Where can I see him? L he dead? When 
and how?" 

In Wasbiagton the Sanitary Co-on bad a Di- 
rectory, which WM aa complete a record aa m i b l e  
of names in the Washington hoepitala. Mr. Bowne, 
the chief of thie bnreau, mitea thw in illaetration of 
the vdue of tbeee records : - 
" Of the many scenea witneeeed in'the bweau, I can 

only m.ention a few without attempting a description. 
A mother baa not heard anything of her son since the 
last b d e  ; she hopes be is Mfe, bat wonld like to be 
a~ared. There in no eauape; she mnst be told that 
he baa fallen upon the Federal dtar  ; * an agony of 
team bwsta forth, which aee~ms M if it would never 
cam. Another, l e ~  excitable, door, not tire of telling 

how good a boy he waa.' ' No mother ever had such 
8 son as he,' sobs 8 third, A father preaenta himself, - 
a strong man, and yet ymng in yearn, - to receive the 

6 .  



sun8 annormcement, and aids, with audible p+d, into 
a chair. Another, with f i e  tbm and tmmuloum voica, 
anxiotlll to know, yet dreading to heu, in told th.t hh 
boy b in the hospital a short dhtance off; he grasps 
the hsnd with both of his, while teua run down him 
cheaL, and without u&ng another word leaves the 
room. ' It b vary hard, my Mend,' waa mid tb oae 
mate with grief, ' but you ere not done.' ' I know it, 
air,' mu the prompt reply, ' but he waa the ody me I 
ld.' . . 
"A woman of more than ordinuJr intelligentx and 

a-, with almost breathllass mice, Ad, I want 
to tind my huuband; I have not heard from him for 
mversl mo&. I have written to the oh- of his 
e a t ,  but do not get any reply; can you ten me 
where he ,in?' 

64 'Win you plerrse to give me hi# name, a d  nam- 
berof his regiment?' '0,  yes,&.' 'You will h d  
him at Lincoln Hospital; the city cam  pa^ near 
the bailding, and the conductor will point it out to 
you.' A momentary aha& of incredulity b percap 
tible; then taming her full, deep eyes, swollen with 
emotion, she gives one look,--a fd reward for a month 
of labor,-and inoainstont b intheatmet. . . . 
Thas the veried mne goea on. One i n q h  h v a  



the room grateful, baoymt, happy, to be followed by 
another e q d y  grotdid, who will soR1y' the 
remainder of his dap, for the ' light of hi8 dwelling 
brrs gone out.' Aa each departe, mother is 
added to the lie& of ‘inquiries and a ~ ~ e m , '  and the 
seemingly monotonolu) work of the b u r e ~  is d." 

Thii m, however, did not come into pmaticd 
operation in the 0eld hoepitalo, and it waa the want of 
3 which I attempted to mpply. A man with whom I 
had but jm& bekn talking, and whom addmm WM 

upon my bt, pessed out of hi8 tent to dinner. Iq the 
atreet of the hospital he f& dead. Nobody b w  to 
what ward he belonged ; he bL nnknown," a soldier 
ja& arrived. My book WM d e d  for, and there wm 
the whole &ry. The poor fellow WM kid  upon a 
&etcher, and WM d e d  to the tent for the d d ;  
a d  when I went to see him, he was cold. I wrote to 
him wife, emcloaing a hundred dollar bill found in hie 
pocketbook; and brd it not been for this list, there 
w d  have been another "Hannah at the 
waiting, watching through long yevs  for the loved one 
whom &e would never see again. In this crw  he 
wrs &ring for want of food ; her children were ehoe 
lem, and tiMy clad; and the money, which would 
0th- have remained r d a b e d  in the at$utant 



gend ' a  eftice, met hm want, and perbapa mved her 
little family &om cold and atamation. 

Even a more striking i l l d o n  of the value of 
such a liet was rhown in a cam which we had watched 
for many daya with the tender& inter&--that of a 
lonely Italian soldier, wbo bad strayed from hie regi- 
ment, sick and hdplear, d i n g  refuge in our wlored 
 ward^. He could not underotand a word of English ; 
and when we oaw him, h i d e n  a wreting co~amption, 
he had the gnawing of homesicknae, with which he 
'IM pwing rapidly away. We bad been ministering 
to his wanb with all the cue and sympathy which hia 
ccrse awakened ; and by French, and such few Italian 
words M we had at command, we tried to talk with 

bim. AB we spoke of our cold climate, and conhated 
it with hia own mild and beautiful Italy, his eyes 
brightened, bb face warned radiant, and, with hia 
srrm, extended heavenward, he gasped out, L'IrclIG 
cd pwcrdbe 1 * He seamod to eea hb own emiling 
Pavia and Vigevano, to feel the soh breath of the 
Mediterranean, a d  to bring up all the runny memoria 
of his h f f  home. He a d  back and smiled, and I 
placed my hand upon his heart to feel i b  throbbing. 
His skin wae white ae an inhnt'a ; and on my remark- 
ing this to him, he srrid, with a sad smile, " Oui, &, 



blanc 1 .nd then, pointing to the group of colared 
ooldie~~ kfhemd about his bed, he tried to my, '6 Yet 
all t h e  us black." A i k  much dort  we found in 
a neighboring hospihl an Itdim who could act M 

om btqmtm. There WM no time to lose, for hie 
rtrength WM f.iliog fht. We were eager to 1- his 
q, whiah proved to be the old tale of deception and 
h d ,  of the croeltiaa of the bounty agents, and of 
mferhga the q e e l  of which would mou be death. 
He had been in the country but a few &yo, when, 
b knew not how, he found h i d  clothed in a blue 
uniform, and regularly e d h d  in the military norvice 

of the goveznmemt. A man of deliate h m e ,  he had 
ahply b r o h  down fiom the =verities and exparea 
of the ampdgn, and here he was to db. His mind 
revertad to hie dbtant home, and he e k e  with deep 
emotion of his "poor old &her and mother,'' d hie 
bmthem, and of what a tragedy their mpat ion  J d  
p v e d ;  of hie cbu old cathedral of Viivano, and of 
hie employments, which he sboald never enter upon 

again. He knew he w going to die. He felt that 
the tan& of life were fbt running out, and that in a 
fem hoam all would be chanpl. Yet he did not 
&ink fiom death'; he welcomed it rather, for what 
W M  lifb him? It W M  O* PriVd0q hrudship, 



londhem, and d b h g .  He hd no Muonce to pro- 
~lzrehisdisobuge; he d d  make DO 8ppdlll for job 
tice~hiscommdes w e m r ~ a n d q o k e a ~  
tongoo, of which he h e w  not a word; he had no 
compdon to whom he could look for symptb y, or to 
whom he could ten hb 8tory of wrong; indeed, he 
could hardly make h i  underrtood by thean new 
iihcb, who were .trying to comfort and c h m  hia kt 
homa But one boon WM granted him-that of heam 
ing hia native hgnsge from the lips of a com&pan. 
At 5mt he-seemed bewildered; them, W n g  the 
whole, he waa overjoyed that sach a bleasing ahodd 
have been hb before he died. His deep, spiritual eyea 
opened, expressing indeocriible content and peae~, 
though t h m  W M  a - O M  and d e t p ,  of 
which, for a long time, we could not gnem the c a w  

He waa 'sinking rapidly. A weight waa upon hio 
m i n d ,  and he had not the words or the wiah to r e d  
hio trouble. At length I MLed if he had money to 
dispose of, assuring him: that if hehad, hemight,with 
perfect contldence, i n h u t  it to UB to be &pod.  of M 

he might desire. This WM his mmt; md, m he 
gave a dgh of relid, he m&mpped his belt, which 
contained, as it proved, eight hnndrsd awl fiRp d o h  
Hie pdm waa growing hint, a d  hia mind maned to 



wand-; but by stimulants he WM rro fk m t o d  M to 

underatand oar queetiow regarding hb fpmily, their 
namea .and rerdden~~). . H e  tried to write, but the 
pencil trembled in hb hand ; and through his lips, now 
growing white, I codd just catch the lettan M he 
8pded them out. There W M  clearly writt8n out at  
last hb o m  name, Qiovanni Qaqlia," gnd that of 
ht brother, "Giw'ppe Quaglia, St. A n h w a  Street, 
Vigerano, Department of Pa* Province of V i p  
tam, Italy." The money wa8 to be mnt to him, to be 
d i d e d  ' d u g  to his diecretion. The dying man 

seemed now at earn, and I left him that he might mt. 

An we withhw, he held my hand &mlp in both of 
hb, tryiug in thie way t o . e q w a  the gratitude he 
could not 0th.  The poor ~~JIIow n e w  qmke again, 

for, M r e  the dawn, he had gone up into the light of 
the eternal morning. Hi8 body WM removed to the 
&t for the -tion of the dead ; and at foar otclock 
of the fbllowing afternoon, two stretchem, upon which 
w e a ~  borne the body of a colored soldim who .had died 
in the cara on the way fO the hospital, and this poor, 
friendlean Italian, were carried out to their gray-. 
There w m  two m o m  walking on either aide -a 
oad h m d  proamion. We performed a h r t  A c e  
fir the poor unknown m p ,  whom perhap nobody 



wm to mom, and for thia atrangar from another lad. 
Soldiem gathered h o t  the p v a ,  & d i n g  m v e  
entIy with uncovered herds; and while the earth 

trembled with the tremendow 5 i n g  dl about 118, m 
committed theae~ two a61dia-a of a holy c a m  to their 
soldiem' p v e a .  Thie WM my Snnday'a m i c e .  

Iattera w k  at  once bpatched 6 Italy. Succ?ad- 
iog aterrmen brought mawera, clotbed in the wum, 
fervent language of that demonatdoe people, md 
containing moat touching evidences of' gratitude fif 
our cam. Both the origin& and the trrrndsti0111) am 
given, to complete the illuatration of the value of our 
'' book of records " to a family in another land, M well 
aa to ahow the tone of earnest feeling with which they 
r k n d e d  to r kind ofice, which them wm no soldier 
in the amiy too humble to have &ed at our hands. 
It will .bo be lleen that the laat letter, dated J~lne 17, 
1866, contains en ach~~wledgmnt  of a remittance 'of 
9968 fianca, the p r o c d  of the money committad to 
Our cam. 

Vxonvuo, Jmtry 7, 186S. 

Mom WOBTRY SIB: I have not worQ to expreaa 
my thrrnb for your kind end W t a b l e  amiabnce to 



my poor brother Giovmni. I h o w  -that you 
ble& in your vast country ; but gratitude ia not w m ~  
ing to you a h  in Italy. 

with reapect to the execu~on of the lut r t h  ofmy 
poor brother, I mnd you enclosed a certi5cab of my 
fraternity, and a power of attorney, in order that (dm 
deducting the sxpemw~ far oonvarting into fundo avail- 
able to uo the. eff& I& by my brother,-governing 
y d ,  in h e ,  recording to the dictataa of pour 
kthky heart), you may caw a draft for thi m e  to 
be oent to my a d h .  I would beg, if pomible, h, 
to have mme article belonging to my brother, that I 
rnigbt be the pommwr of a hut memorial of him. It 
.will rlso be conferring m addkional &?or u p  me if 
you would be p b d  to inform me of what malady my 
brother died, and how long he waa sicL. I ehoald 
farther be doubly p t & d  if the payem of the .Church 
shall be M up for the d d  Giovanni, 

May Heaven grant you d v e q  bldng ,  aa as0 the 
very worthy Mr. C. F. B. 
. Pl- to accept my sincere d n h t i o ~  and the&, 
with those of my aged fether. We rhould both of as 
e&eem o d v s g  fortunate if m could in my way be 
o f m v i ~ 8  to you. 

Believe me, your devoted mvant, 
GllmPPm QUAQUA. 



VXBBVUO, April 4, I P S .  

Earrmn, SIB: I bave d v e d  your very kind 
letter of the 28th of Febnury, together with year 
likenaeser, You could not bave beatowed upon me a 
more preciooe gift then the portraiturea aC t h m  who 
watched over the lest momenta of my poor brother. 1 
aaeure you that I &all never put with thsm, and that 
whi i  I live they will be ever befbre me. 
With *ct to the money you have in k~p ing ,  

even M yon have acted M a mmnd father to my 
poor brother, I beg you to'continue to be so dm to 
me. You will please, thedore, to do entirely ss yon 
think beat for my inkmeat, and I leave yon fully ern- 
powered to remit the amount whenever you think fit. 

I t  will alwap be to me a happy circnm&urce to 
receive tidinga &om yon, EO frtbarly do I consider the 
inkmat you have m a n i f '  towarb me ; and I wonld 
that Heaven would v o u ~ e  to me the privilege of 
being in some li#le way asefnl to you ; it wonld be a 
great co~~)~ la t ion  to me. 

Acce~pt, in the mean time, my moot lncew d u b  
tiom, and believe me, 

Most e y ,  yoom, 
G ~ B E P P ~  QWAGUA. 



V1mvu0, June 17, 1866. 

Moar SIB: I have received your kind 
latsr of the 16th of May, with a bill of exchange for 
2969 ha, payable 16th July; and I will advise 
you immediately on receiving the amount. In the 
mean time ,I have not wad d c i e n t  to thank yon 
for m many favom confemed upon me; bat I &dl 
have your person in perpetual remembrance, se I also 

beg you to keep me in your memory. And if I could 
by any p i l e  erent be aeefnl to you in these pub, I 
dokd deem m p l f  most fortnnate. Whenever you 
~hould think proper to fivor me with tidingo of y o w  
mlf, they n o d  be moat gratefully received. 

Acodpt, meanwhile, my most cordial dotetiow, and 
W e v e  me, 

Siicemlly yoars, 
G m e m  QUAQLIA. 

Vienmo, li 7 &an@, 1866. 

Dmmmxo S I Q N O ~  : Non b parob dhiend per rin- 
g d u l a  dells caritrterob udrtenra pmabta d poran, d o  
f i a t e l l o O i O l d  & c h e k & V a . ~ b e n d e t t a d m o  
ruto-; m a n o n l e m a n a a l a ~ a w b e i n I C r l l r  

Ilrpporto dl' owadow dell' oltima volonth del povem mio 



fi.bno,bacdhdounrthrt.todifrahrnitA,edmm~ 
o h e Z a & V r ( d e d o t t o b ~ u ~ o b b p e r c o n ~ i n  
uwgni nlsroli fm noi il v h  M t o  dd mio h t d o  

Giovad, xegohndod inrommr, ool mo mom di @re), 

ritiri cib di cui r trrSt.8 d in mepito me1oMavere.l 
mioindtiw. I a p r 8 g ~ # f o M e p o r u i d i a ~ u n  
qdcha o g g e ~  dm apputaneae al mi0 fratello, on& avere 
un* ultirm, m a d  come pure mi d un n m  hvon 
r e k S a . V a . v o r r i d ~ d i n p e d d h d i  qo.k,mrhth 
~ m o r t o i l l d i o f m t e I l o , e q u u r t o h a a p o r t e t t o ~  Lo 
ur3 doppiamenk grab, re M dire mm pram al O i o d  
ertiuto. 

Jl W o  le accordi del bone, w e  dl' ottimo *ore Culo 
Fed& Bradford 8 ed umtta i mied dncwi uluti e ringm- 
h e n t e ,  mob al name del mio vecchio padre, abs d do- 
l m n M m 0  ibrbmd re entnmbi p o t e n b o w  utili 
inqualaheoour; o m i d  

8w cbtohimo memo, 
&U~EPPS @A- 



delpomm mio htello; o ' b ' u d o r m , & e o n l i ~  
~ m J , o d n c h e v i r r b , r t u r r n n o ~ p r e a m e d i n n u i .  
~ k r o m l l ~ . ~ t i e n O i n ~ ~ L e i a  

ftro & d o  padm al d o  povero -0, q u i d  lo 
prcgodiewweegdmea~tersprodirnr;@t.aoi.Isi 
comb meglio a& onde hrrs al mio inbmue, e d b kraio 
in fwld di rpedheli qumdo aede opportmm 

M i d  poi oempreingMdshvorsoodbqualv&ad 
n ~ d i ~ e m ~ - n o t i d o , r n ~ t r e i o ~ o t i m o  

Vxanvuo, 17 Qlrlplo, 1866. 

Rumx~maxo SIQNOIU: 0 rimuto la gent& v o e h  
letten deli 16 Mnggio con M. o a m U  di &: 9962 papbili 
16 hglio, che rubito vi  rsnded arrt.tO quando a d  in- 
rrto Y amcmtua Intanto non b pado per rbgmxkd dei 
tanti hrori che mi arete fatto; ma a d  atema memo* 
daltvootrapsnauoaansporsvi prego rdpnra diararmi 
pnsenk: e w p e r o u o v i ~ d ' . b b i r o g n u r i q ~  
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high standard which the h q i t d  had attained 
made it necesesry to keep on with the work of T" 

ranovation and improvement. An to one street of our 
camp there WM nothing to desire. The tenta were 
dean and c h e d  ; the beds dl neat and in order ; 
the t&t poles d 8 0 0 d  with fanciful papez, or with 
colored cloth ; f- of red, white, and blue ; opriga 
of weqmm, cedar, or holly, with the little bright 
berria, pinned to the tent cloth ovet each bed, or set 

upon the little tables &anding at each bedaide. Then 
the cups and pleterr were ~corned, and the knives, and 
forb, and epoom were M bright ss so msny dver 
d o I h  fresh fiom the mint; the stovd were black M 



polish wald make them; and rrll WM M, kt& and 
meet, that one w d d  be oatidmi h i d  to be dck 
there. Each nurse taxed hie ingenuity yd bte. to 

invat  some new thing to plesw the eye; and if a 

stray Harpeir" found its way into camp, it was 
noon appropristed, and the pictures p t e d  into a 
h e ,  which hung conspicuoudy before the men. AU 
sorb of little devicea like t h m  added ch&= to 

our camp, and a hornalike feeling to the w d .  
The a m p  was in the form of a hoIlow aquare ; the 

light-diet kitchen, the diqmnaay, the mugeon's qnslc 
tm, tbe ssnitary supply store, and the ateward'e tent, 
were dl in the centre, nnd the hospital w d  were all 

round in the three atree.ta of the aquare. One of theae 
streeta had been below the mark. The norsea had, 
been reminded of this, but had negleded their duty. 
They were called up, ordered to "fall inn in two 
ronb, which led them to fear that they were to be 
sent to their regiments. In  a few words the law WM 

Md down; they were mrvcbed through some of the 
tenb on the other aide of the camp, and two dap 
were allowed before inepection. In the mean time 
the wooda were scoured for green bmchea a d  holly 
sprigs, and before the appointed dsy the tenta were 



d y  for the cuambdon. Thw our whole hoepitd 
wu, brought up to ita high standard. 

Every day we wemi at tbe bedside of the dying, 
trying to 'mdershd their 1.& meMsgss to wive8 or 
mothers, trying to relieve the 1.& pango of t b w  
whow opirita wemad to be &it htt8ring . b e e n  
earth and heaven. One old negm in a tent nert to 
o m  had tried to tall me what he wished me to write 

t o h b ~ y , t m d I h a d l e f t h i m a t e r ~ a  
little wine. Within ten minuied he mnt for me again, 
meming brighter than when I had left him. He had 
been thinking of all the kindneoa LL which that little 
lady and yoa, eir, had shown me, a poor stranget in 
this lonely country))) and the teams dropped one by one 
d o w n u p o n ~ c o s r s e b e u d ~ h e t i e d t o  expma hia 
gratitade. He told me to write to hia wife that 6L he 
WM happy, for he had f o ~ d  firienda, and he f& thit 
the good Fathcirwnuverynem;" and aotheoldman 
d1#OLuponhbpillowtodie. 
Half a mile &om our cunp WM a wretched p u p  

of ten% called the hospital of the wagon train.'' It 
wnu indeed no hqital ,  but a p b  whm some thirty 
dck men were lyhg utterly neglected, with little && 
i d  attendance, .ad but two nmaerr, with no comforb, 
needing everything. Their more prewing. wanta were 

6 



mpplied. Being eioilicuu, and employed only u, ]I- 
born, they wexe not entitled to any medial cue  

m p t  that which they could mcme by payment, and 
they had no claim upon the m e d i d  mpplieo. The 
men were sick and deatitate, d we M.nged for 
those who needed ocue the moet to mnd daily to om 
kitchen for their diet, and promioed that they should 
receive sach other attentione u, we could give them. 
They were rough, but intelligent and kindly; Maine 
men, hardy pioneers, who had, throngh expoam and 
by working in the water, got intlammntory r h e u m  
tiom, which had cansed them the moet acute dering.  
They were. nearly all in this condition. One old, 
by-headed msn, lying on a rough board bunk, qnieL 
and patient M a child, with that pale, eu&ring look, 
and thom deep, d e n  eyea, which mark those who 
have been w ~ t i n g  away with pain, anid, when we 
gave him of our stores, and laid by his aide one thing 
ater anotber which he needed most, "We have thea 
societies in om town for the soldiem, but I never 

began to reelite the v d m  of them till now. Mind, 
I'm none of your flatterers. I'm an old man, have 
had a hard lot in life ; I've got five bons in the army 
-my all ; and if I never eee them again, I give them 
to the cause. You don't h o w  how par coming here 



kind 0' deem me up." We knew it did, for we tmw 
the team gathering in his eyea; and when I thought 
of those five eons, I conld nof but recall the b e a a ~  
letter of consolation then just written by Abraham 
Lincoln to the poor widow who had buried her five 

bop, when he epoke of the feeling of wZmm prids" 
which WM her p d o w  privilege, now that she had 
laid such a aacri0ce npon the altar of her connty. I 
c o d  not but feel that the name WM applicable to him 
also, -that LL solemn prida" 
An we rehrned, we went down to the bank of the 

river, the point of junction of the Jam- and the 
Appomattox, which opened wide, and beau-, and 
calm, like the Bey of Naplea. The rivm, blending 
ht0 One, Were m e  8 mknn. Them WE8 8 l0vely 
parple ham wer the whole county, and the h w  and 
undergrowth on the edge of the low shorn on either 
dde wem dimly r e h t d  in the mudled water. A 
tow-boat, pu5ng white steam in great clouds, which 
curled behind it, added to the pictme, and WM the 
only thing to came a ripple npon the mrke ; and we 
looked, tying to rdze' thst  this WM the bam of 
operations of two gi&tic armia, all eo still and 
perrcefnl in the foreground, and all eo fiercely en- 
getic in the rear. 



The Sixth Corpll, atbar its splendid h e  undw 
Shsridrrn in the valle j of the Shenandosh, was trane- 
femd back to the Army of the Potom- early in 
hxmber,  1864. The First Divinion d e d  oru 
camp about noon, and bivouacked. Oor hospital dip 
ner had been nerved, and we were on& what 
disposition to make of the remaining pans of turkey, 
when we thought of them men who had halted for an 
hoar's rest. Their havema& were empty ; but fires 
were soon blazing, coffee was aoon boiling, and. each 
group was intent on the prepatation of their mmty 
m d  It WM a picture, bat I cannot paint it. The 
oarps WM covered with the dnat and heat of a great 

cunpaign. They had been marching and 5ghting 
w i e  but lit& intermhion for three monthe. They 
were rough and rnsty; their unifomw were torn, 
tbresdbue, and ~~ with mud; and the men 
ware mde, grim, and much in. ecunest. They had 
an air of the unconquerable about them, a steady selt- 
Aim-, and perfect enthwiasm for their l& and 
their work, which WM v e n W  .ABrw& in their 
c h e a  and succeesfd naaanlt upon the enemy's 
work#. They gathered about their fires, hungry, 
t h i i ,  grimy ; their hap& were thrown &, their 
rVmr WmS ShCk* and th& b d B ~  l ighhd for an 



hour. Men were bringing wood and water, while the 
coffee WM boiling upon the coals, waiting for the 
hard tack, which with it WM to be their only meal. 
The fenows lined tbe road, deep, on the rampage, on 
the lonnge, and nibbling their acanty rations. We 
started out with the remiant of our boapita1 dinner. 
Turkey did not oftan grsoe the camp, end the boys 
needed no bther invitation than .our approach. We 
were instantly surrounded, and for a moment were 
ready to think that theee men were wolvea in human 
shape. The circle grew larger and larger. New 
heeds and fsces, peering one above another, were 
dded to the crowd with every moment, while before 
me were a hundred c u p  bkclrened by many a long 
campaign; with a hundred voicea, each demanding hia 
&are of what we had. Antony WM etondiig near me 
within the circle, holding high above his head this 
other pan of turkey. A hundred hanb were raised, 
handa of every &ape and shade, an extended to 
m b l e  for a bone, en& hger on the atretch, expree. 
sive of eagemw and want. In an instent the pan 
WM emptied, each eoldier, with a hand f d  of turkey 
eoup, or of bare tnrkey bones, working his way out of 
the inner circle, with a face of such jolly s&iefsction, 
that we were repaid for all our trouble in their behalf. 



126 HOSPITAL LIPX LIP 

Rough8 d d e q e d ~ ~ l l  ue found in dl u m h .  
Under a r y a  of bonntiea the dmp of E m p  w m  
landed on om B ~ O ~ M ,  80d m n  found their way into 
the rankr. The bneine~ of recruiting WM m o n o p  

l i d  by men whom profdon WM gambling or thiev- 
ing, or who were adepta in the art of m d e r ;  and 
the result was desertion and bounty-jumping, .nd a 
vaot accnmnlrtion of greater or leswr crimeaf which 
demanded &arp and inatant rehintion. . An a place 
of codnement at  City Point the Rhonera' Banmcb 
were establiehed, known an the BolEEling of the army. 

It would be difecnlt to exaggemte the painfbl im- 
pressionr which the first dew of thin den left upon my 
mind. Indeed, I have no colon, dark enough to mp 
ply all the lad ing  to tbat terrible picture ; nor have 1 
the worde in which to d m i  it, or tbe life within it, 
an pmaented to me on my brief viait of inspection. 

The pen WM composed of three large barrecb of 
one otory, which o p e d  each mto separate enclomnw 

or y d r ,  rnrronnded by high wooden fences, strictly 
guarded by sentries day and night, while thin ma dl 
encloeed in a single railing, between which and the 
high fence a patrol guard wm kept conetautly in 
motion. The inner eentry abed gaud npon a hi#d 
platform built out fiom the f am,  which gave him a 



view of the thrae pens d of every primmer in them. 
At the entrauax WY a horizontal bar of wood, mp. 

ported by two upright posts, from whicb were MU+ 
pended shbrt r o p  wed for tying op men by the hanL 
or thumb Y a punishment. An I entered the yard, 
four men were e t a d ~ g ,  some an tiptoe, tied with 
their hands above their he&, witbut overcoab, shiv- 
ering in a taharp D8~8mbar wind, their hande black 
with the cold. To ill-te the clys of men thus 
punisbed: one of them four, a man of fierce and d m  
perate spirit, who had threatened the livea of some of 
his comrrrdes, and upon whom d r d y  rested a charge 
of murder; r e f w d  to give his name and regiment to 
the court m d  wnvened to try him. This blocked 
the trial, Y no witnemeo could be mmmoned ; and, as 
he WM in hie reticenax, be WM ordered to be 
tied up every day until he wonld ten the orgrrnir4on 
to which he belonged. For dx d a p  he endared thir 
tortnret, .which at any moment he could have d i v e d  ; 
and, M I dkwarda learned, when be conld bear it no 
longer, and told his name and regiment, hie spirit was 
so utterly crpehed and broken that he became as quiet, 
ino5ensive, and obedient .s a child. The mart mslc 

tia dealt, probably, with every varieq of charge, from 
petty the& and dbreqwt to dcsrs, op to desertions 



to the enemy, and captatea of these oame deamkm 
with urns in their bends Bnt, innocent or sty, 
held for the bigheat crimea known to military law, or 
for the common delinqnendea or feloniea of a ooldier, 
all were confined alike and together, awaiting trial. 

At this time there were a b u t  four bnndnd men im- 
prisoned. Their condition w u  hom'ble. They were 
deutitute of clothing; and, up to January, without 
mves, their der inga  were u needlea M .they wem 
intolerable. I t  w u  my fortune to obtain addmion, 
with another member of the Sanitary Cornmimion, to 
estimcrte their wan&, to look into their condition, and 
to enggest such remedieu, or provide wch deviatiom, 
.s we might have it in om power to offer-a privi- 
lege not before extended to a civilw. With a large 
quantity of woollen I i r t a  and drawers, etockinga and 
towale, p a p  and envelopes, we entered the end-. 
I t  w u  a pen of filth and vermin. Previous to thia 
vieit, ticketa for clothing had been hued to those who 
were most in need. We etood upon a r a i d  phtform, 
looking down upon the y d  The o5eer in charge 
ordered the men out of the berrrrcle, and they formed 
in line.' I &dl  never loee the impremion of thm 
f .  M tbep were tuned up, eacb eqpr  for corn* 
thing, where they all needed oo much. The msn m e  



PdBing oat of the building, with that lideus air 
which &owed how indifferent they wem to their fato : 
conplea chained together ; men halt naked came alone ;- 
clad in every variety of gmnmte, - F e d d  unifomi 
and Confederate,-the blue, and the yellod-gray, 
all in raga; aome nitb a meakek over their &onE 
d m ,  some with a gunny-bag for a jacket, othm with 
their cotton drrrwesq and with feet tied up in bagging, 
to m e  aa &oee and W n p ;  withoot bstr, with 
oncombed hair, ragged, filthy, all alive with vermin. 
Here were hudemed mimids,-the antlawa of ao- 
aiety, - d e ~  end daflaat, many of them under mn- 
tan- of death, yet unconcerned about their We, and 
care~Iw whether the execution wgre ordered for to- 
morrow, or were iode5nitely pocitponed. Them were 

eixty or wventy othem, who h e w  thrt aAes trial their 
erimea woald be expiaied on the d o l d ,  or that they 
would be "ahot to death by mdetry," yet acceptad 
their lot with a profane bravado which made one 
ahadder. 

The line was formed, and oar diettiintion began. 
One by one they came forwsrd. TO the 5mt, "Un- 
button that bloum, and let ns me what you mqnk" 
I t  waa atripped open, and he waa naked to the waist. 

A obirt for you." The nert man, witb gunny-cloth 
6 *  



tied over hie feet, sore and bleeding with the cold, 
L6A pair of thekings.'' The next, comparatively com- 
fortable, '6 Only a towd." The naxt, with only a tbin 
pair of draw* and no pantaloons, LL A pair of draw- 
ers." And so, one by one, the men p& f-ud, 
-some with medim& for a blanket, &em without 
even this protection, breaking the line in their 
n w  to d o e  mmething to keep them warm ; a f iv -  
ering, rdering crowd, pinched by the hxty morning 
air ; their bands, and feet, and bodies blue w U  add. 
They moved a h t  the yard, if for nothing mare than 
to keep up a bria c i d t i o n  ; men of all agee, from 
the gray-haired to the youngest Irrds, and come m 
utterly broken in spirit that they had evidently r s  
rigned themdelree to whatever might be in atore for 
them. one man, who previously hsd only the tbinnmt 
clothing, without shirt or drrrwers, sat at  night in h b  
bunk with his ban& folded up u d w  hie jacket, which 
he tightened aboat him, crying by the hour together. 
Them WY one led, of only twelve yemu, in thir pen - 
a bright liule fellow, qnick in hie movements, the only 
reany cheartbl one in all that crowd of men. An I 
asked the lieutenant why a boy w u  placed with mch 
deeperadoee, the lad looked up and said, with the moet 
perf& nonchalana, 66 I relieved my captain of aom 



of his greenbacke ; he had too many, and I lud none ; 
he didn't know bow to use them, axid I thought I 
woald spend them for him.- The boy WM demorrl- 
ited ; but when I remonahmted with the o88car against 

confining snch a lad with ouch amciatea, he soid, 
w h t  I had already been convinced waa true, that he 
WM M b d  M any of the men, and could not be wane. 
I replied that he might be made better, and ought to be 
removed. He pointed to headquartera, and told me to 
gothm, i f  t h e r e w ~ w r o n g t o b e r d r e a d .  
Tbe court martiel tried, on an aver&, four meea l 

day. Five were aent away for execution the day I 
was there. A negro was .sentenced, for an attempted 
crime, to the ball and chain. The chains were riodsd 
romd his d ~ a ,  two heavy iron balh being attached ; 
and 'when he walked, he either carried them in his 
hanb or dragged them afbr him, while the claaLiug 
of the chain waa heard wherevex he moved. 
dRer the dietribation of the clothing we went 

through the barracb; and I could readily believe 
the oBcar, who had beem a prisoner at Bichmond, 
when he soid that he woald r a k  be codned in the 
Liiby Prison for skr months than in. the Bull-- for 
one. They were a h t  tbirty feet in width by one 
hundred and flRy feet long, built of r o q h  boruds, one 
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&ry high. Along the whole I+ of the k m c b ,  
on each dde, were bunks, which bald t h e  or four 
men esah, the floor t m h g  for one, and tbrw being 
made above it. I n  the centre of the building WM 

another range of them, which exhded ftom end to 
end ; and the scene here begkred dl d d p t i o n .  The 
bunh were not filled, for many were in the yatd ; but 
ea& one had its ocmpanb, and their condition wan 
loathsome in the extreme. They were lying upon the 
b o d e ,  with no straw or blanket ; and although there 
were no prison bare or dungeon walls, yet it wao dark 
and noisome. Lying dl a b u t  as were men under 
mntenca of death, awaiting their odl to the giibet. 
In one bunk WM a man dl cnrled up with ch i ,  
wrapped in on empty d for ~l rb ,  withont &rrrw or 
other covering. mere was pt a q u k  of kindlinesl, 
left, M I could see by hie subdued "!I'hank you," 
which wan, in him, more than an u#srrmcce of words. 
In one bunk were two men chained together, lying in 

a &te of utter wretchednew and de@. lk$r cob 
dition war horrible, and they were awaiting their 
doom. I ahall never forget the expmdon of their 
facan M they uncovered them, nor the intam yearning 
for companionship which WM e x p d  in their e p ,  

hdf obecured by their long matted hair, aa they looked 



up in rsaponee to mmething 1 . d  to them. They 
were in the darkeat corner, on the floor, ao m n  to be 
81.ecutad, yet with nobody to opeak one gentle word, or 
too5erto them any kindly ppathy  in their hist hour. 

But thia s ~ a  of thingo had been worm. Before 
these bsm& were built, the men were in W e  ehelter 
tan& in the yard, and at night slept upon the ground 
with no blankets or other covering to prded them. 
In  rainy westher they were expoeed, with no o v e  
coats, clad jnst aa I ham d-'bed them above. Com- 
p l a i n ~  were nude, and b s n d a  were built ; and only 
the. day before my viait had utovea been put into them. 
The bsm& were built from a fund which accumu- 
lated, like a hospital fond, from the esvinge of ratio- 
b e d  by the government. A full ration ma more 
than the neeemtitie8 of man reqoired ; and where m 

many were together, a owing waa made and r fund 
accnm- which waa appropriated for the bene5t 
of the men. The only redeeming f w  of the whole 
waa the food and the arrangements fot cooking it. 
Thb wm done in a wparda building in the endosum. 
Alugeck.crrl.ibrickfmmewmbailt,abontfom 
feet high, containing nix krge caldrom, which were 
mt with grateat and fluea, ingeuiouuly unoged for the 
boiling of map, mecrt, and ooffea I looked thia 



cooking department through d d q  the prepdon  of 
dinner, and all WM clean and in o d a .  
dRer our visit, stringent odem for cleanlineas wem 

issued ; and, M the winter pawed, their condition did 
not grow worm ; md an spaing opened, it improved 

by day. 



CHAPTEB IX. 

aboorbing interest of this hoepital life i n d  
every day: with nem ceses, new clmmckq new T"" 

cOrmt8nancelB, new d-, new atorida of mmw, 
every hour wao MI. The wounded cavalry men 
ware brought in from the recent movemenb on our 
Isst. Thetrrin&ppedintherearofo&ten+ It 
wan dark and d n b g .  With oar hteme rn went 
out to rresist their removal on &setcbem, - mme, I 
who needed no sympathy now, who were ptwt all heal- 
ing I One poor lad, to be M, tenderly cared for, with 
both 8rme juet amputated, wm yet gentle and patient 



inthielooo,dcontident that hie f t i e n d r w d d d y  
to bb aid. , Another, with a h & g e  over both e p ,  
had had one of them destroyed by a bayon3 &nu& in 
a-; ahd each -of indiiidd d ' w e m  
now to demand dl oar cua A bunch of grapes we 
gavetoone,acupof ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , 8 @ 8 & 3 0 f ~ e  
to u~other,-mn&bg, in thin oimple way, w e  
which more ambitions offerin8 would not mpply ; yet 
dl ware received with pmchkw path&, and reacted 
upon one'a own he@ in ways too mbtle to be d e k d  
The obry of mch e x p o r i m  clrn never be told. In 
addition to the spoken wvrd, them WM the tone, the 
look, the fluttering life, the *em of the wud, and 
the pmwnce of death. If I could have written it ss I 
went along, - if I could have given pictureo daguerm 
otyped from the inetant i m p d o n a  and experiences 
of every hour, apart ftom its grouping, and coloring, 
and & d u g ,  -it would have been a mvaUion of in- 
dividual h racb r ,  a history of individual endunace, 
an outliw of tho00 h e r  mMiiilitie!a and  OM 
which anrich our human m t m ,  and give l new mum 
of its dignity, beauty, and nobility. There were many 
thinge to touch the heart M we went fkom ward to 
wad, too tritiing indeed to jot down in 8 diary, or to 
write in a War, ye4 not too unimportant to recall 



& they were gone, M a put of the tragedy of our 
daily liven. 

One poor fdow, who s e e d  to be M w d  M USMI, 
d c i e n t l y  m n g  to move about his tent, went to lie 
down, and within two boars breathed hb hat. I 
happened to be with him, edminhtering ethulanta, 
cha6ng hb ham& and templea; but the anpl WM 

hovering over him, and the qirit  took ita flight. An 
I 6tepped into another tent, another of the dead nu, 

borne 05 to his burial on a stretcher. And so it went 
on from day to day, with nobody to drop a tear, with 
nobody to think of it a moment .Rsr the man WUJ hid 
in his gram. 

O h n  the dying were c o d o m  to the laat ; some of 
them &ng their condition, and waiting for the 
aunimons, with a f&th M simple M a cbild*~. One 
manwid t o m e , u T d m y m o t h e r t h a t I s m  dying; 
tall her that I have nothing to f e u  ; tell her I am nue 
of an e t e u d  home, for I know that my Saviour h~ 
gone to prepare it.'* Another man wid to me, Noth- 
ing can Wall me, for Jema Christ does and will 
lmstain me." And m they pawed on from day to 
day, - mme with the tendemat hearb and with a most 
living faith, others bennmbed and n n c o d o ~  by die- 
eaee, or wild with the deJiriam of fever. 



I n  one of our warda we had a little fsllow, p d b l y  
reaching the minimum cdature of a mldier, bnt only 
fourteen yeam of sge, a New Hampahire lad, nq@, 
intelligent, and of most winning countenanm. I &ed 
him why he entered the 8ervice. He wanted to oave 
his corntry. He was dci from eqmme, he wonld 
admit ; but ntill he liked the A m ,  m a  d s h d  with 
hie rationo, and " wanted to nee the thing through." 
A brave boy, away h m  the influemma of home, 
roughing it in the army with the mit, deeping on UKI 
ground, rolled in hQ blanket only, the cold& nights, 
yet with no gnawing homeaicknma at hie heart, only 
thee*, hopehlneaa, and good coatrrge. Be hed 
the true New England grit. 

bother lad,- a d 4  helpless, and fiiendkw col- 
ored boy,-not quit8 rOurt%en, whom only home had 
been a cold and chemlma kp, died, after man, 
weeke of wasting h e r .  He WM a poor lit& waif in 
a great army; he had no memorim of a pleasant child- 
hood, no linkf~ h d  hi to any h u m  crertars but 
the rough soldiem 'who muroanded him, or to m hQ 
friencb, + wem touched by the gentleneae and eab- 
miaeive patience with which he bore bQ paha He 
had been weeting away firr w&b, @ng tbirmes 
and paler every day ; at times sitting curled up at the 



&we in the tent, always quiet and thoughtful. He 
waa one of the moot gentle, lovmble little fellows I 
ever me$. Although he d e r e d  much, he never co116- 
plained. He memd to feel that he could not live, and 
to look death in the fece quietly and firmly all the 
time. I am not snre that he fully rediced it all ; but in 
everything I &d to him, he was eo gently acqniemmt 
that it redly seemed~ifhewaewillingandreadyto 
die, if it so p l d  the dl-loving Father above. He 
WM a drnmmer boy ; and as he mid to me with much 
pBthoe once, I.  have not a friend in .the world," 
" Ah," mid I, " Henry, we are your friends, and we 
will do for yon all we y to make yon well, and to 
make you happy." He knew and felt thia ; and every 
day I need to go into hie tent and sit down beside him, 
and try to make him realiae 'that, although the world 
a b u t  him might eeem very cold and hard, yet there 
WM OIL8 who never forgot o r p h  md little friendha 
children (for he WM so small and tbin that I coald 
wily have held him in my an-) ; and I endeavored 
to cheer hie lonelinem by telling him of'all the pl-t 
people that I knew. Then he m n  becsme too weak 
to rise, and so, day sABt day, kept hb bed, patiently 
-during, grrJshrl for every dort to tempt his apps 
tit% and for every atLention that we could pay him. I 
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watched him day by day, and oaw tbat the lamp WMI 

only flickering, a d  that very soon we rboald have to 

lay him away in the grave; and e6 the lit& fsllow 
died as d m l y  .od quietly aa he had lived, leaving no 
home to be darkened by b v e m e m t ,  but going UP to 
8 bright home, where we tauat that he ha6 found h h  
Hendm among the angels. 

I t  b surp&ing to See what tender epots them am in 

the hearts of some of our rough& men. I went with 
Mba G i n  into one of the w d a ,  where she WM 

asked to sing. Joining in aome eimple hymn, which 
called forth a r e q ~ m e  from 8, few voioas in Merent 
parts of the tent, and &ding how eager the men were 

for more, she sang a plaintive little song, 'l J w t  before 
the battle, mother," then the most popular mug in the 
army, and mprodocad in a hundred di5wnt w a p  by 
the mldiem or by the ban&. Tbere WM perf& 
n e s ~  in the ward, and the melody 'melted into that 
exquisite air, "Pm lonely dnce my mother died." 
Nebly every mm had raised himself on bia elbow to 
catch them notes. Some were wiping their eyes, and 
othare, too weak .to move, were hiding their emotion, 
which still was betrayed by the quivaring lip, ond the 
angle tear M it f d ,  but WM not wiped away. One 
h e  fellow, a Varmont boy, very sick, could hardly 



speak, when nhe went up and laid her hand upon his 
herd, and brllfhed b6ck him h e ,  @of€, black hair. He 
wu, a man of delicate mould ; and l e  eoon found, in 
tnlking with him, that d h u g h  a private in the army, 
he mPgnieed hi8 poaition, while it abo reflected back 
ib dignity upon him. Homdckneaa had done ib 
work. He had been in ,the hospital eix monthr, a h  

the mvem sxposrnea of the earlier part of the cam- 

paign. He eaid to me, "Do you know how many 
men die of homesickneea in the army? 0," eaid he, 
" I feel it so much be," p m d q  bis fingers over his 
heart, "and I think it wil l  wear me out." 
h we moved about from tent to tent, or &om bed 

to bed, it is not tame that every man in the hospital 
presented en& strong chima npon our sympathies. 
These we& only individual casea; and M these are 
g e n d y  mentioned in hospital e,xperiencea, people ge& 
the impremion that all hospital life is fhn of heroism, 
of thrilling parsorral narrative, or of that w h i i  movea 
or me& the heart to tendemat pity. Now, any tame 
picture of hospital life must tell the whole story. I 
know that d a r i n g  subdues and idkina my nature, 
however rough ; and tbat there is an inilnence all the 
time in the hospital to bring out wb.t ia pnrest and 
noblest in tbe he&; atill, the men who lie them are 



only averagg men; and while theae may be manmaof 
choica spirita among them, and many who show every 
day I, noble fidelity to their poeition, yet a lrrrge p 
portion am t h e  who have had no p r e v i o ~ ~  dvur-  
tagw of tmining; who entered into the mnica from 
various motivm; who am unwed to the &ler 
mmep6bilitiea and amenities of life,-all c b t m  of 
men, even to t h m  who M onwortby of the d o r m  

they wear. We met all rorb of cJmwbm; mme 
from whom I &rank with instinctive avemion ; othem, 
whom no kindnw seemed to touch ; and o thm still, 
who wonld. play upon p m  hmoca? or your uympe 
thies, practimng thom tricks of the army which weae 
anwortby of any man. And hers wers ouch of every 
grade : the m o m  and the rrdible; the kindly tern- 
pered and ,the churlish ; the onthw and the gentle~mm ; 
the tenderly educated boy, with a mother at home who 
never forgets him in her prayem; the man of high 
and noble motive, who rememh his wXe and li#le 
children sa the one omred bond to keep him true ; and 
the OM of society, whom nobody would weep for, 
-of whom the world ~ y s ,  perhapa too baddy, that 
he io 0t only for the +nt of the line of battle, and 
whom society ir glad to be rid of when he dia. 
Yet theea men were dl m l d h  in a oommon ccraw. 



They hght for oar dad h o w ,  they fall bbed- 
inginitsdefma, and dl'alike were entitled to d 
the healing minietrieo of om mrvice-tothe imlm 
whieh we amld porn into their eching woonds. Them 

were loatborne dheaaea which called hr personal 
mdcb at tbe bedsih which yielded to him who ren- 
dtkd it cmly heartache d d e p d n ;  there wem 
kindncmea and attentions which d had a right to 
ekim, yet which did not h a y e  meet with mspmm 

of gntitaae; whileJ withoof the mosL d d- 
dieciphe, one f o d  h b d f  eeming one patient at 
tbe tupmm of mother,-n** tbe outcast for 
the ash of the gentleman. We did have oar pels m 
the ho@& and we conEd not help it. How =bent 

WM it togointoonetent and eee apoorboy raised in 
bed, dying of a rapid conamption, yet 06 chcdbl, 
wbdoed, and quiet in hh d e r h p ,  thdfd for every 

woni of v p s t h y ,  or for any aGtion to hie h r t ,  
and tbesl pamanto .PoSbertmtofmen,d(m~t ,  
p d q m ,  who found pleasure only in tbe rilssL l$ar& 
tore (for which we alwayn sab&itllted decsnt boolrs), 
men whom btem were low, 'who had no habh of 
p e e  chadheao, and had to be edaerrted np to it 
every day. Thor we had every variety of dma&w 
inomwork. I t w ~ l l ~ t a I l ~ , ~ o r w ~ i t p r e t t y  



oentiment to cry over. It WM hard, eslmuoting work, 
lromaimsa ~~, d always ~ d .  There were 
few glccrmr of ounahine, there were many cloub ; but 
whether the burden were s ~ l y  or light, we had to 
carry i t  cheerfully and ho&&dly. -to the end. 

In the t r a d e r  of colored troop h m  the Army of 
the Potomao to the Army of the Juneo, a tegim6nt 
paaoed throu* our hospital and camped in the edge 
of the woodo Q d y  in om mar. The mmpn 
reported hia oick. The ~ e d i c a i  D i i r  odemu3 them 
into oar vacant becb, md I WM oent to see th& con- 
dition and to get them in. F%y-five men wem lying 
out without ahelter from tbe dampnew of the evening, 
*no more cue than a mmpn with no medial 
mppliea could give, and altogether the mep w6 in a 
ead and d e r i n g  condition. Thay were bobtad up 
against the trew; W had been built behe them, 
and they were needing everything. Ambulances were 
provided, and before midnight they were in comforb 

bd8. Thib WM n0 EOOnm don0 thm the 
whbtle +e the arrival of another train to be cved 
for - ccrses of black, malignant typhoid ; many help 
lew on stretchem, eome'ehivering with chilb, 0th- on 
%m with fmer-a piotnre, by the dim delight, 

of miwry indeed. When the work ir over we seeL 



our rsst, d moming 5 d s  thom who had died daring 
the ewening, in the d d  tent, with their lwws pinned- 
upon their b l a ~ ~ a  wrapped their humb~~ 
bmi.l, 

bb!bd h &ad,"tdd Purishtome aw aftemmn 

on my retarn ftom the front. A etrong bond of aym- 
p . t a y ~ ~ b e h z a n r y a n d f m w ~ ~ ~ ~  
~ h i s ~ d e c l i n s ~ a n i a Q s s t w h i e h 1  
S O ~ ~ I O  thought only ow bdher owld feel for 
another in mch an experience; and now in my absence 
he had died. I went to tbe dead tent done, and 
gently removed the blank& which WM hia only dmud. 
He lay, crrlm and placid, and h e  from pain;neat to 
a wmmb who had died the aame horn, a h e l p k  
cripple, both oc4x+lg bed6 rib by & If ersr 
dcknea~ illasbtd the triumph of ~iritual' power over 
phynical weahma and pain, hie, &I tb8t humble houpital 
bed,b.dmdeitclear. When it becunaevidentthat 
an operation WM mcanary to I B ~  life, in the mrv001) 
q u h h g  of'the hsh, he gmcmed. It WM but once, 

and it WM the only e x p m a h  ofpain I head him 
utter while be WM under our cam I bad mme choice 
port wine, which we gave him fhree timea a day, and 
fmat imehemead to bepbbgdowly;  bat i t w ~  
~ i n ~ , f a r h e w ~ ~ g m w h g w e a k e r a n d  

7 



weaker eveq day. Oqe monring I went in to me 
him, and M I pat my hand upon bi foreherd be qoke 
to me about his wife and the four little ohildren whom 
he should never see He wemt into the amice 
a private soldier, with the e p l e  p m  of doing his 
part, which he had done, .s I &emamla learned, witb 
nnqotted honor. He loved his f s d y ,  and he loved 
his come; and if we ere to judge of the c h a c h r  
of his d c e  from the spiritual beauty of his Iaet 
dap, - from h b  constancy, and patiace, and strong, 
coarageow cheahlneea, -it muat bare been indeed 
a service of which the purest patriot might well be 
proud. But he WM to'die, and he knew it; and M I 
bade him good by, thinking to see him again, with the 
pressare of his bend them WM the moiotened eye, 
which I cannot but feel wee his exprodon of tbe 
doam- of the tie which b o d  M two together in 
thb la& compdonahip of his lit%+. Tbe letten from 
his d b ,  aftmuds received, tried to e m  her 
gratitude for our care. 8he knew he c o d  not live, 
and in her nomow, which dl darken her whob life, 
she could ~ n l y d t a , ~ I t  ir so hard, it b m hardto 
bear I " 

In one of om war& WM a young Qernun, a noble 
f*, a soldier of tbe third gemdon,  his &rrmd6ther 



having been killed at the battle of Leipeic, on& Nw 
poleon, and his father in the revolution in Germany in 
1848. The young man enlieted early in the war, md 
when hia time expired he went in again. He waa d s  
voted to the crow, and de-ed to the etraggle 
through. Within him were moddering thorn old ~ I W  

of liberty which hod allwed him to thh country, md 
finally into the ntrife ; md he waa there Bghting for 8 

&om which he believed to be hia ca-, aa it waa the 
c a m  of e v q  oppressed people on the earth. He had 
been in every battle of the &my of. the Potomno, 
which, to . man who h.d not ilinched, WM indeed 
proud record. With hh mother he had atrqgled on 
for ak yeam through poverty and neglect until he 
made comfortable home for her, and then he entered 
the army. Hh fbce told of privation and dt. 
There were deeper lines in hia forehead than one oft811 
m a  in men d twenty-two, and his whole h e  thowed . d o o d  well controllea, a pars and re8olute prm 
pose, with a heart M gentle and tender M a woman'a. 
I could see thi when he w k e  of bi motbar, and of 
that one furlough two yeam before, and of the b M n g  
which that brief a t  waa to him, Such cheeribl 

frrce b always d g h t  in the ward, whese, npon 
hO@d bd8, throU+ d878 d W00k8 of @, th0lW 



a r e m f e w a l l e ~ o n o .  LLnd~toch-Iun 
reminded of an old man who WM brought in we& 
before, so r e d a d  that we thought it imp08d'ble that 
he llbould livh I call him old, while yet he WM only 
forty-fonr ; but I can only think of him aa . man of 
d t y .  Although so broken and pmsbakd, a mem 
Aeleton in h e ,  he WM the thoroughly chdd 
man we had. Wbateper hh condition, he would say, 
" I think I am ou the gain." He never looked on the 
dark side ; and when I have wondered at hb  chodbl- 

neas, he would say, "We sick men have onr'dutie~~ 
too. You are patient and Liod to ae; we ahodd 
repay you, in the only way we can, by being cheerc 
fnl." And this ia h e r o h  It is not the heroism of 
the battlefield, for that ir thooght to be'. grander 
thing than any ouch endurance; but it is the hudler 
hemism of the hospital, which, if never recorded in 
our litmature, baa it8 bright papa in the bbok of etsrc 

nal remembrance. 
Mr. Ware sap, in his little tract, that cheerfulnw 

ie not merely the grace of a full hem%, - it is o h n  the 
charm of a yd one; and I am sars that this old man 
had enough to make him 4. h I sew him waeting 
away day by day, and felt that the chillnew of death 
wan creeping over him, and M at ht I WM called to 



feel his p u b  M it m@ to beat, I thought of that 

little verse, 00 applicable here, - 
' ' ~ u . b r O b a ~ b y .  

Th7 rill I a no laqla do; 
Tdrbll..&o7datbIdk, 

~ 1 1 7 ~ 1 m a 7 h ~ r b m ;  
n7-4th7IZlort- 
nY--prod.tmtbl*" 

The last horn  of the old year were coneecrrSed, M, 

BO p- drp  h.d been, by death. One 
man, abo pmmatmdy old, who had been drai€ed, and 
accepted M a p o d  d t  but four month8 ago, 1-v- 
ing his little f d y  of three children and their mother, 
WM now to fill a mldier'r grave. Dbaae  had msde 
f d  ism& upon hia rylaem ; and hir fsce, M) thin, 
and pinched, and camworn, dwap bore a conan- 
tmtd eqnwdon of pain. Still, he ever spoke hope 
M y  about his home, and .boat the three omart little 
bop M you'd ever wie.h to put your eyee on." He 
MLed me to write to " Mary," that she muat not let 
hb mckneae, or eren hh death, if he were to die, 
trouble her too much. b'Alth~ugh it ~II very hard to 
be 00 far away 5mn her, yet I try to be happy, and 
I keep saying over to myself sll the h y m ~  I ever 
knew." And M he f a  back upon thir exquisite 



resource of his memory, drawing npon the w d t h  of 
his r e l i g io~  s t o m  for the onlJ comforL .nd 
whicb could come to him in his hat horn. T o w d  

evening the n u m  called me, and Mid Hartman wao 

dying. I took my daak of bnme, a little b y  ram, 
and a linen handkerchief, and went into bia tent. 
Hir ban& were dyped, his eyes were wt, and bia 
f a c e b o r o a u c h a a ~ ~ o n o f ~ g ~ m d e i t  
the moat piteoua sight that one conld look upon. 
Finding Kim conacioas, but amble, .Ithough tying, 
to aped, by atimnlante and & d u g  be wss so much 
restored M to speak feebly what he wiehed to MI. 

He preferred to t& in German ; so, throngb a nuree 
who wes in the ward, be gave me his laat meamget8 to 
thom at home, and then w k  rapidly, the heart having 
entirely ceaed within a few momenb, oltbongb it WM 

h p o ~ i b l e  to tall the instant when he died. ds the 
oun went down in a flood of splendor on New Year'a 
Eve, we hid him away ; and M the morning of 8an- 
day broke atill and peacehl on oar camp, I could w( 

but thizik of the weeping women at the mpnlchrq who 
found the atone rolled away, and in their rieenhrd 
that death w.s swallowed hp  m victory. 

Every home influence which can be brought to berrr 
upon 8 soldier'8 life in camp or hospital L needed to 



coontaract the immoralitier, the coameneae, and the 
manifold temptations with which they are aarrounded. 
They derive pleaenre from even a trifling remembrance, 
and the simplest gift ie not withont ib influence. 
There WM a distribution of " comfort bag@," contain- 
ing all tbe little c o n v e ~ i e n ~  which a soldier on the 
much or in the hospital M d w a p  glad to &e- 
needlea, W, pine, buttons, tape, and yarn, togethew 
with little papem of pepper, ginger, cloves,-even tea, 

and mgar, and to+ ; and in all my hospital expe 
riencea I have n e w  seen anything which hao given 
mch real pleasure to the men. Thoae who were able 
to move gathered round the etorea in their war&, the 
nipples of 31 kin& crept up and aat upon the adjoin- 
ing beds, each waiting for his gift. h it WM handed 
to him, he went to the bottom of it with the pleaaed 
cmriaeity of 8 little child seuch ig  tbe 8tocking for the 
giAs of Sank Claoa on Christmas morning. 
".Look at that needle-book I " 

See my towel - just what I wanted I * 
"Jolly l hem'@ a comb : haven't had one 6nee the 

Weldon Bailroad 1" 
And one man, who had a felon on hi8 dnger, found 

a little roIl of soft linen witb a box of d v e  - the very 
tping he negded moat. He mtiretd to his W i n  the 



conrer with M much qaiet a&fac&n M I ever saw 
piotared on any f w .  One W e  & x ~ h a b d  lad, not 
yet W, the akin of whom b&d WM es white 
and traqmmnt M an infant's, yet v e q  nick with 
typhoid fever, mid to me, UJ he hoked up holding 
feebly out his thr& and  pi^, a d  b a t t ~ ~ ,  " Thir 
w i l l b e m y o u l y ~ p r w e n t , - i t h a o n i c e t o  
be remembarsd." 

The letters from the children who sent tbw things 
were aluo a bleaeiag to the men. One of tbew pw- 
titularly atkackd them. A h  ib amtea& had been 
r e b d  to I, liUle p u p ,  a hail wab heard from a 
dietaut corner : " I say, let's have it up here now." 
A 5ne-looking man, propped up in bed, having lo& 
hie um, WM &cum d e w ;  and M he qoke in a 
hI& clear voice, every eye was upon hi, while men 
were tmnibg on their cob to catch every word. 
When it. WM finished, cries of, " Good 1 good l " 
tL That's the sort I " b., resounded throagh the ward. 
The value of such gifb in their influencs cannot be 
ov&timated in rough army life, whem each man has 
to look out for himaelf, and where he b~ everything 
to drive away the more soRening intluences of his 
home. 

I have m n  enough to m h  me m v e  in tbe tmth 



of that mimile I have h d ,  that many a soldier M 
like a September chestnut, -the outaide b hard, and 
sharp, and ehot up ; but the inside is eoft, and meet, 
and good. Now, the thing in to get at the inside ; and 
I claim that if the o h d  WM on- cracked, and one 
fairy rerched tba tander spot, recalling memories of 
home, of wife, or motbar, or lit& children, they would 
forget their brutal games qd coorw aaeochtas, and 
ohow the tandernesa and the gentlenw which wers in 
their hesrts, but which their rough &or so entirely 
cohcealed. 

The wsshing for the hoepitala wse done by the con- 

traband~, the government, for such muyicm, providing 
tl~em with ebelter and rations. Their little settlements 
wen themfore connected with each hospital a t  City 
Point. They floclred into our lines from the old p b  
tatioq- whole families, of three generations, - and 
cast their lot with as. It WM often a hard lot. At h t  
their encampment waa composed of mere hospital dies, 
b d y  yielding shelter from the rain. Their cooking 
was done upon embers on the ground, the smoke m n g  
their tents, which dorded no outlet. The discomfort 
of this may d i l y  be conceived. Winter came on 
with no pro&ion for 'them, and caused the d~arpent 
suffering. They were deatihte of dothing and money, 

7. 



and wem dying ftom e x p a m  and neglect. I anked 
one of them one day why he leA bb h- He 
looked up at me with a h p l e  wonder, saying, "0, 
'cam I couldn't stay du no l o w . "  

why not?" 
"*Case I wouldn't eat de worm nor take de M. 

I n  mamass 'bdblctield de programme &'for ebey 
one dat miss a worm in pickin* from de leaf, why you 
bab to eat dat worm or take de lash; I took de laah 
rather dan eat de worm. So def stretch me out on dl' 
foum, and take de long brack whip, and cat de flesh. 
Den dey cut de ground wid de bloody lash, and ge( it 
fnll ob dirt, and draw de blood again; and dub de 
tmbble. I lub de m k w  and de chilPrem ; bat de lord. 
open de door, and dnt WM 'nuff far me." 

In thb rude amp, with dl the privations of this 
primitive style of living, there wee no complaint." 
With a simple enbmiaoion to their lot, they accepted it 
without a murmur. The attention of Miaa Qilson had 
been d e d  to their condition, and eoon comfortable 
huts were built, clothing WM sent h m  the North, and 
their prospects brightened. These huts wen b d t  in 
streets, were well trenched, and, if not alwap tight 
and warm, were fk more comfortable than open air 
expo~m. Some of them were atremdy neat and 



phmnt, and the women took pride i0 their humble 
homeu. The work tbaw women pemformed wan of 
grent do8 to the hospibb. With a +tandent 

to direct &em, thef bbored fiithfanp. Eager to 
h, thankfal tbr a word of eucoumgememt, they 
be came^ accwtomed to their new pition, and m r e  
d d e d  and happy. 

The indnence of M ~ M  Q h n  wse &&Iy notioeable 
intbecdmp. H e r w o r d ~ l a w ;  a n d ~ a h e r n o v d  
among them, ill- and enforcing the plain dotiea 
o f l i f e , i t 8 ~ b c t ~ ~ m ~ ~ t o  
the& work, in Lindn~~ll to ea& other, in neatness, and 
p t l e n e ~ ~ ~  with the children. 8he made them hol 
that their religion WM not for prayer meethp and 
Stm&p .lone, but WM for the wd-tub,  for duty 
among the Gck, for bearing their b& patiently- 
a religion tbr work-day life, for all p b e s  and aU 
times. They WON made to feel that they had hearts 
and mi* M well M baDBb and m&; and th.( 
while they were compelled to work tbr their daily 
bred, they muat rbo e k d l y  improve their condition, 
and be wortby ofthak h d o m ,  by li* tree, devout, 
bitwd, 8nd l o v i n g l i ~  



C H A P T E B  X. 

T HE long winter of 18644 was paming into @a. 
Through the apparent inactivity of many months, 

G e n d  Granfr p h  wars silently culminating to tbe 
point of a g e n d  movememt of tbe m y .  6heridu1's 
avalry hsd jast.5niahed  the^ last raid in the d e y  and 
on the Jam- Bivew Canal, and having been partly 
remounted at White House, WM now fix the 
p d  movement to the I& 

M d e n t  Lincoln, the Lieatam-d, Y d e ,  
Sherman, md Adminl Portar were in c d  at e e  
mode& headquartera of the -ea at City Point. 

of hd a ~ t ' 8  COmbhd k 



WM e&imated at 140,000 e M v e  men, while that of 
Lee waa mppomd to be not 1- than 70,000. I t  is 
probably near enough to the truth to my that this 
estimcrte WM the groundwork npon which the cam- 

paign waa based. Tho conmption, execution, and 
mult of the m o n o  which followed will probably 
beconsideredtobbyfbrthemoetreunarkableurd 
brillisnt f- of the war. With the evidenca made 
publio up to this writing, them is enough to show that 
the aunpaign WM cprefally plumed, and M energet 
idly d e d  out. One writer cap, " The battles of 
April 1st and 2 4  south of Petemburg, were mcemuy 

to the solution of the etrrJBgic problem. The object 
WM to gain a poeition on the right ilank of Lw, in 
ordej to force him not only to evacuate Petersburg, 
but to compel him to evacuate it in snch a way that be 

would have to retreat by roade on the north mde of the 
ippomattox River. By the mcceao of theae battles, 
h0 W M  f d  north of the riV0?, snd G m t  pined 8 

route to Brnbil le Junction, the point to which Lee 
intended to ratre&, running parallel to that of the 

r e b e b , ~ f r o m t h e m , a g t e a f p a r t o f t h e d i a  
taume, by a river much ahortar and without any nstarnl 
O ~ & O W  mch M b y  ill Led8 Way. h had to 
re- by the bnger roate, which WM pmdicdy made 



&in'longer by the necesdtyof mcmdq the A p  
mathx. The coneequence was, titat Grant not only 
reached Bmbville Junction by the time Lee reached 
Iknelia Court Horn, and interpod bjmeelf M an 
i m w l e  barrier to the junction of J 0 4 ~ o n  and Lec, 
bat continually pmmnted a farw between Lee and 
Lynchburg. By keeping thia force tbru heading Lee 
off; whib at the m e  time he colltioually attacked 

him in i h k  and rear, Grant f o r d  him, on the wr- 
enth day, to surrender hie whole force. From the 

moment of occupying Bnrkdle,  Grant held h in a 
position from which, if defeated in W e ,  he had no 
lineofretre&. Ho WM f& tomakeatstad in a 
position in which, had he given battle, he would hare 
been forced to an ,mdtional mmnder or equally 
tbaatmur &apemion.'' , 

The oipitlcance, therefore, of the f o n o e  letter, 
which Grant addrwaed to Leg will be at once a p p  
ciated: The rsault of the k& we& mu& convince 
yon of the. ~ O ~ ~ W K N W S  of fiutbem rehtmca on the 

part of the Army of Northern Viinia in thia strug- 
gle. I feel that it is so, and regard it M my duty to 
shift &om myself the re!apodbility of any fbrthm 
effaeioa of.blood, by asking of you the nurander of 



that portion of the Confederate S h t a  h y  known w 
the A m y  of Northern . T i . "  

It ie well known that the army, by a welldirected 
ssaralt upon the rebel position in front of Petemburg, 
c&ied their worka on Sunday morning, April 1, and 
entered that city in triumph on that b y .  The a& 

donment of Bichmond followed immediately, an well 
ru, the evrcnrtion of hl ita defences; and the rebel 
army wss rapidly moved in a mntherly direction, an 
before described. Throngh Dinwiddie, Nottaway, and 
Appomattox Counties there were ibquent engage- 
mente, the enemy retiring in evemy instance, and leav- 
ing their dead and wounded in om hands. Thm 
were scattered over sixty miles of imritoy, either left 
upon the fields or h d e d l y  moved to whatever place 
of lelter pree,ented itself, rn that along that bloody 
track of w u  every wayside church, fium-houae, and 
born becsme a hospital. The country wee dectri5e.d 
by the k w s ;  and rn elatad were men's bevts with 
the grandem of the victory, that ita poor, maimed, 
suffering vietime were for the moment pasad by. 
Few at home d i ' t h e  suffering; yet I think it 
had d y  been equalled in intensity during the war, 
tlrough of cotum it had been in amount. The medical 
wrgona were witb the trains, which could not keep 



pa& with the movemenb of the army, and in con- 
quenca  there was gd destitution of qpl iea .  

Dr. Dalton, then the Xedical Dimtor of the Ninth 
Corpa, WM o d d  to eatablioh a hospital at Barb 
rille, and to gather in the wounded jmpmhy to 
their being mt to City Point M 8oon as milroad oom- 
munication could be opened. He rercbed the Junction 
dth no mppliea, being unable at the moment to com- 

mand them; but he took potmedon of erery hoaw 
and shed, sent out hh wagons fo+g through the 
country, and in a few houm had potatom, flour, 
poultry, pigs, h, in abunhcm. He otuted a ba- 
kery, and had everything M nearly ready as the I&&J 

of things would admit by the time the wo~anded were 
h & t  in. 

The mupone wsre with their regimento forty milea 
away, and but few could be reached in the exigemcy. 
A o o q  WM therefom org.nited at City Point, with 
ordem to proceed to the front; and joinhi thin I 
derted in one of the Bmt traine which entared the 

city of Peterebmg .Aar the evacnation. We p.sbed 
directly through the h d o n e d  camp .nd work of 
the enemy, mw their r ibpi ta  and f ~ c a t i o w ,  their 
bomb-prooh, abatir, d e n  rot&, and (uc.ntion~, - 
all ahowing a high order of engineering skill, and 



r perm~ersnc8 which had proved well nigh mcon. 
qnemble. 

The lower part of Petereburg woe a desdstion. 
A t  my feet were the debria of the evacuating army: 
r thowand &mda of srme a d b r e d  and deetroyed, 
-gan-locb, gan-barrels, and bayoneta ; the rolling 
e t d  .of their railroads hopelessly mined, - cam, 

rheab, bob, md nib warped and twisted by  the^ 

fire. The town woe rppsrently bat little injured by 
the siege, 4though it h~ been W that eight bun- 
dred hum were more or lw ocarred by the iron 
rain. A few building were entirely destroyed ; roo5 
were chattered ; gnttam, blinds, and windows torn fiom 
their p h ,  or bore ten-iile m u b  of the conflict. 
The people looked pinched and bungy. They had r 
pale, -worn look, en expxw6ion of snffering and of 
pre- .ge, which woe enough to ehow tbat the 
war bad beem to them no paehe. 

Moving &wly &t over the Sodwide b a d  with r 
horrvy train of eappliea, we passed Sunderhd'~, Farm- 
ville, and Ford's Station,--the menee of recent con- 
flict, -& d a d  Wileon's at midnight, where wo 

camped. While rsating here 8 column of prisoners 
reached the ststion, and went into bivonsc in the open 
fi& rqjoining. They numbered 8600 men and 800 



otBau%, the corpe of G e n d  Ewell, c a p t a d  by Sberc 
idan's cavalry and the FiAb Corpa Their aick and 
wormded were in thia d a m n ,  which had bem marcbed 
twenty-five milea that day over horrible mads A 
strong patrol @ t a d  was placed aroond tbeir bivouac, 
and, by fa- of the in chuge, I entered their 
ha. 

Generala Ewd ,  Kenhaw, and C& Lee, I h c h  
and 8emmea (of the rebel navy), with othar divioion 
and brigade wnunandero and their +ve 
wen in a group apart. Finding that strangem were 
welwme, I ast by their 5re talking of their campaign, 
of the prospeds d Gemral Leeso emtpe, and of the 
general cri& of the war, which all M y  dmiued 
wasathand. 

Ewell appeared idrm and premrtrPey old. A 
cripple, he moved feebly on crutches, and had the eir 
of a tired, worwnt, &appointed man. He'- the 
beet view of his errptrue; d d  his men w d  not 
Qht, and that the war was near ita doe@. The dayr 
of old S t o n e d  Jlcbon were over, he d d  ; but he 
believed that even d t h  his inspiration, nothing wrrs 
wold have been done. Speaking of the Bichmond 
conflapation,  the^ rer& of which he had not h d ,  
he said, I acted mder ordm, btlc q r e t  &at thorn 



otdera did not include B d i n r i d p ,  who should have 

been thrown into the hottest of the flames." 
h b a w  mmed a model soldier in look and b 

ing. Compact, h, and wIf-contained, he kad the 
mannem of a gentleman, and wae, perhapa, the most 
brilliant man of the party. For two yesre I have 
doubted the justice of the cak , "  d d  he ; bb but my 
soci.l position wodd not wemnt ib abandonment." 
Clytis L88 WM reticent, hardly oomtemm, haughty, 
soured, and ugly in spirit. When the column paased, 
one smbulanca in the advance, containing thin group 
of p o d  05cem3, and followed by the 800 of h r  
rank, I thought of the prisonera whom the Boman 
genemb brought home in chaim to grace their 
entry into the capital. There were the same proad, 
d&t bearing, the aame unconquered and rmconque 
.bk, spirit, the aame atatelin- and arrogance, which 
n o ~ t e r o r d c f ~ o o u M m b v e .  Hem,intbswlrrter 
dap, in this wildemem of d88olati00, where them are 
bat few witneesea of their humilWon, where them 
were no &outs of triumph, or p a u ~  of victory, 
muched them 800, followed by the 8000, with ae 
proud a bearing ae if they were indeed the viebra, 
a w a i t i n g t h e c r o w m o f k m s l d t h e ~ o f t h e  
world. 



Them WM d e r i n g  in thb bivouao which needed 
ilurtrnt deviation, and a hospital WM at on- ahb- 
liehed for the rick. They were marching without 
touts, and with but few blanketa to protect them from 
the rein. The storm had 1 4  a week; the fielda 
were d e d  with water, which as0 covered the mu- 
flum of tbe p n d  - the only d u g - p h  then0 thou- 
muds of men could claim. In p p a  all over the 
cl0ssly gauded fields t h ~  p r b n m  w m  w n w ,  
cooking th& now h i  rationo of beef .nd cofee. 
Night after night they gathered round their cunp area, 
oleeping in the soppy gram, chilled, end &ng from 
the cold night windo of the season; while matted 

all through the ranks were men who were in the 
L& atapa of exhaustion by erpoaus, sickma, .nd 
wounds. Foohore and weary osme fixward thom 
who were to go into hospital; and I nwm naw ao 
ntterly pitifid a sight rur them poor, squalid cmatmeo, 

on fire with fever, racked with chills and rheumaig 

pine, and emaciated by d h e  and want. Many 
were too weak to stand, and were obliged to rest 
upon the ground. Tbeir condition seemed hopelem, 
and for m& numbem we had no hospital .ocomm+ 
d~ti0na 

Among them sick and wounded men .WM one who 



had .thrcted my attantion, &om his enperior intalli- 
genes, his o u h ,  and rehemant, which w m  in 
mvtsd contra& to the repnbivenesa of hir, ontar garb. 
Hi0 clothing wan torn and threadbare, his pcmhloom 
in nibom about hbb feet, hb hat without a brim, hb 
hair bleached and tangled; and &om a recent fall on 
the march he waa encased in mud. Holding out hir 
hand, which was covered with a ahined and ragged 
handkerchief, he ddreswd me, and d e d  if I w d d  
amputate his hgem, which were badly mangled by a 
fragment of a ahe~JL The wound h.d not been dressed 
since hb m d e t  wan dot &om h b  hands nine days 
before, nor had the o t d  splintem bem errtracted, I 
removed the dotted covering, and found his hand in a 
moet offensive condition, so utterly negladed had it 
been. The b o w  were uninjured, d . w i t h  proper 
cue the hand might ye& be mved. The wound WM 

oleans8d,anddreMedwithfieshlintandb.ndsges; 
and M I wee a b u t  to pam on to another oure, he d, 
"I am kint for want of food. Can yoa get me some 
hardtack?" Oneofthegnudathir,camp5mchee+ 
fun;ltook&omhbhavemackhiB~ofancoolred 
pork, a d  cut a h i  dice, which he gave me with 
some hard bread. I took it to my mbeJ soldier, who 
ate it with an eager @te and o th.nwI1 smile, 



mying that if I knew what he had lived upon since he 
started on the campaign, I could how near 
stamation he WM. Said he, "I had a pint of &rn, 
sad for nine days that WM my only food." But, look- 
ing b a d  to a 1axuriow home, he d d ,  d y ,  LL I have 
not alwaya been t b ~  reduced. My home b in Sa- 
vannah. I joined a batt.lion of om yonng men in 
1861, becsum I believed in the soathem craw. For 
three year~ I fought and adered, a private *r, 
until at last my eye6 were opened to the rapacity of 
the leaders in Bichmond ; and 1 have been lo~ging for 
the old flag again. There are but few of UB left now," 
a i d  he, LL of t h w  bop who went out in '61 ; and 
when they get news of om lset battle, tbere'll be 
mourning in Savannah, for they were her choicest 
sons. But I. thank Bod the w u  is over." 

His father, a devoted and &nt Union man, 
now the collector of the port of Savannah, was at  this 
time in Wsshington. I wrob that Henry WM a prib 
ouer, slightly wounded. A few w& from this time 
they were united, atter this separation of years; and 
I had afterwards the ~Wactiou of taking tbem both 
by the band, and receiving their kindly attemtions in a 
northern city, where the raw pork and hard taok were 
recalled M the moot delicioo1) of 11uPriea 



CHAPTEB XI. 

sarcw o l ~ - - ~  unoly tlm ~ounded.-l$lwow- 
bg - OIwcmwdad 8bcdr and Ralbosd Bllildhg~ 
-Amptclrronr in tbe Fleld. - Wounded hrakred to City 
P o i n + - 8 ~ o n  tbe Tmi~.--Prspamtbn i0rDclth.- 

of the drm~. 

surgeons with whom I startsd &om City Point 
established their hospital at Wilsoli's Station, as !r 

before stated, instead of at the front, where they were 
ordered to go. They had an ample hospital equipage, 
medical mtorea a d  c o m m k q  supplies in abuudance, 
with but half a dozen patients, who had &ag@ed into 
their camp, while a few miles beyond were thoumu& 
who wem d ' g  for the very and attention 
which they ware aent to mpply. The rrrilrod was 
uncompleted beyond Wilson's, and the trains. could 
not therefore ran farther; but wagon transportation 
wuld have been obtained, uld ought to have been 
mared, in thin predug emergency d &ring. 



168 HOSPITAL U. IN TEB 

Leaving my companjaxm, I p d e d  on .low Barb- 
ville with a few privata stores, and fonnd wagon and 
ambalance trrrins arriving at the Junction med with 
them maimed and bleeding men. They came wtap 
ing dowly over the hilb, M if to mfbd the agdea  of 
each kmqmbtion. Every rhed a d  building wrre 
Bled at  once. The men were laid upon the ground 
under the sheltq of b r d ,  in &eight d e w ,  in the 
open air, under a x t e m j t o ~  roofa of rnbber blank&, 
the mud up to one's hem, and the moving from point 
to point &no& an iuqmsi'bility. mere  were but Eerr 
amgeons, and them ware overworked at the 
tablea, while three thowmd men were lying in thio 
squalid d d n g .  
In two or three open l e d r  and in one milroad 

building were tix hundred men without even straw for 
bedding, and no blanketa to proted them from the 
rain which d e d  through them long wade of mieery. 
Dr. BichuQon, who WM in oharge bere, ordered milk 
pun& far the amputated ccrses, and they were m n  
mpplied. Several were dying ; end upon the spot my 
brandy flask wai M K ) ~  m nee, &ring two or three 
d c i e n t l y  to get from them their nun-, and to write 

some laat memap to their Men&. In one row were 
five men lying on the hud iloor, dl thigh amputations, 



and dl dying. Two of them were  OM, and 
were able to gssp mt some last worda for wife or 
mother, which were written quickly down, and the 
letbrrr d e e d ,  telling how and where they died. 
In a mall room, partitioned off h m  the mein ehed, 
were t h e  hopeleaa csserr, placed them that they might 
breathe their lant in peace, apart from the noise and 
excitement of fhis overcrowded abed-one with a 

eevem &ell wound through both hips, an6ther witb an 
arm and ehodder d e d  away, and the other with hie 
jaw and feca terriily ehathd, and hie toogoe half 
gone. Men were sitting up bathing their own wounds, 
when they conld get the water, or were help@ each 
other, while there were meanings and cries for help, to 
all of which it wan tmpo~&%le to mapond. When the 
more preseing wanto were met, with .spongss, rubber 

W, ban*, lint, there wmgenongh to do. 
1Ls I entered one d them buildinge,'fiunn m e  end 

to the Osbm there' were criea, "Dodar, 0 doetor, 
OOIIW and drw my wound 1 " rb Bhe ,  dodor, mioe 1" 
'6Nobodyever~mea to me; dont'prssmsbyl" "1 
o h d l  die if I aurnot get eome water 1 " "0, if you 
only knew how I d e r  1 " b' Do d m  this thigh," or 
arm, or leg, or head, -each one proclsiming his own 
8 l + b r d  fi..mer he+lpLess and in agony. I n  another 

b 



ohed mm tno hun.dred rebel woundad. A mrgeon 
of their own cat there and mnoked hh pipe, never 
&owing lrTnprthy enough to drese a obgle wound, m 

fru as I could me, while our own soldim acted M 

thek nmwa, tredng them an tenderly ee they conld. 
One poor rebel, with a thigh amputation, lying in a 
building with some of our own men, in anew- to the 
qoeation whbthem he nished to be removed to the shed 
where his own comp.niona were, tmid, We sre all of 
one family now; them are my brothexa ee much M 

yoma ; let me shp where I am ; " while I could me 

under hie dead a little Teatamat, which he had becm 
resding in thia very hour of hin d '  and loneli- 
new, having the new revelation of that wider fellow- 
ship which I feU he wee so soon to r d b  in another 
world. In one corner wee andbar dying man; and 
next to him one shot through both eyw, who prayed 
for hh release ; while othexa, who in their very agony 
were crying, " Have mercy, 0 Lord, have memy upon 
me F were fiar beyond heding. 

After e e v d  day8 the railroad w t ~  opened, and it 
wee taxed to ib utmost capacity in tranafedng the 
wounded to City Point. There were long trcrins of 
twenty h i g h t  cam, ae closely packed ineide ee the 
men could lie, and covering every foot of sp.ce upon 



the top, with no blauketa or -w for a woanded limb 
or an amputated &amp. 

In this train WM work for Bftp psirs of hande. 
Their woanQ were throbb'ig with fevw, and needed 
the oooling of only one sponge full of weter. There 
were one thowand men ; they had been placed in the 
cur in the euly h o o n ,  and were to have started 
before dark. Many woald not live to reach City 
Point, and their lasf bourn in this jolting train would 
n d y  be hours of k h e s t  ~der ing .  With cold 
spring water I went tbrongh each car, bathing their 
hsatgd otump. I& was dark, and there were no signe 
of starting. For hours they had been lying in this 
state neglected, and upon every hand the men were 

d i n g ,  How long, 0, how long, must we lie here? " 
Itwaahevtrendingtopcrsehmcartocarandeee 
their condition, to hear their criea for even a cup of 
wafer to moisrn their lips, or a drop to wet their 

fevered wounds, and to we their silent appeal by the 
holding up of u n a  limbo. The surgeon in charge 
of the train for whom these thousand were waiting 
and sdering, WM found 3 midnight in a comfortable 
mom half a mil!, off, enjoying a cigar.4 a game of 
euchre. He waa reported to the Medical Director. 
Even thia faitbless mugeon would have been melted 



had b wen their gmtitude u tb qonge WM 

q m e d ,  and the cold water bwed mmmthly ova? 

the lablea, clotted bndsgeu, mRsning them, cmd 
reaching the woond, which WM soofbed end dieabed 
by the application : " God b l w  yon, sir I * " 0, this 
i s  m moll" "1 d d  deep nowl" &'I hope yoaP 
ne,ver know the want of water?'' and the like. The 
men were hungry, end had had nothing since their 
euly dinner twelve h o w  before. I went np to our 
tent, built %ma, had large' "containem" of bed tea 

pmpard, and gave a little to each, .Iso can- 

teens, and rmpplying othm neeQ of the moment. At 
two o'dock in the morning the train etcuted with it6 
living f i g h t  of &&red, d e r i n g  men. !Chic waa 
h 8 d y  over before a long trsin of umy Wqone of 
wounded, jmt from the %&I, reached the camp. Ba- 
sin~, sponges, bandages, lint, and plaeter were again in 
reqnisition, and making a heavy draught upon the 
medical wagone. Candlea gave out, and we were l& 
in the dark. We had to do the beat codd, the men 
lying on the g r o ~ d  covered only by tent sea, which 
hardly shed the rain; and m we worked until mom 
ing, dreesing snd feeding men who for %ve days had 
imen without either cnre or nonrishment. 
AB the dap passed, and the woanded arrived in 



large numbem, more ample accommodation wm pro- 
vided. Now a regnlu field hospital wls eetablisbid, 
with dl ita equipage; the tents emmgecl in stre& 

were all trenched, and a new corps of snrgaone took 
idwe, fiegh and ready for their work. The roogbly- 
constmcbd operatiDg tablea were in the open air, and 
were in constant OW.  redo^, probings, and am- 
p n b h w  went on, and men were under the knife from 
morning to evening, and oAen until candle-ligbt. The 
days psssed with lightning rapidity, M, n ~ w d e d  with 
engmeoing experiences that days might count for yeare 
from the abnndance of life which wcre lived in them. 

I have o h  been d e d  if men, under wch circum- 
stances, e m h .  the opportanity to prepam for death, 
when death seeme M, very near. My experience 80- 

cords so completely with that of an Eng1ie.b gentleman 
in the hospihlll at ~ c u h r i )  that I am tempted to 
quote hb fsngosge, which Q very much to the point 
here. 
" The hospital Q only, after dl, a pbt of the battle 

field; it Q a crowd of those who bave fought, and 
who, Qhting, have, through wounde or weakneee, had 
to fall back from active service to peseive der ing .  
They are still, re it were, in the ranks ; still on duty, 



to recover, to return, to die, or to be invddd  at 
home. 

bbBfen in h 5 d d  speak not of danger; it +far 
itself, and none IW deaf to it, though none will act aa 
though they head its warning voice, Men who for 
many weeb have lived a life in wbich the only change 
from the privation and e e e a  which undmnbed 
their strength, WM the d to d o n ,  one more deadly 
than another, -me m habhabd to hold life ahecrp, 
IW m thoroughly wrapped up in the at which 
they seek tbe honor of the p f h n ,  that, m in 
camp, m in hospital, dedh is an evarcexpected peat, 

d few indeed weL to make s p d  preparation for 
ib coming. Wben it doe8 come to them on their be&, 
it is sti l l  a m W s  death: a le#etortwomayb6 
didat.ed to a friend, mme me!aqm wnt to brother 
o f B m  ; a quick, calm, distribution of deds at hand 
made ; gratitnde expressed to thoee who EO .kindly 
sup* their brother soldim in thoee momenta : &me, 

with the brief mrviees the chaplain can 08t;er, foam the 
chief featnm of the laat scene in the lives of theem 
brave men. It is a battlefield d d  just p8tponed 
till the victim hrrs joined in the hospital mLa" 

At thb time the army wee returning v ic tmh~ .  

On the 11th cd April, Gened Grant and utai?', with 



three of hie corp commandem, diemounted at Burke 
rills, taking the car0 for City Point, having mnde in 
the ddba Uirty-tlve~ milea that day. They ame i s  
m quietly and calmly as if they had been oat on an 
inspecCion of the' army, ha ted  of achieving victoria 
unpadldd in their importance in our history, and 
e n d q  in 'that week the bloodie& war of modern 

timea. 
On the l%h, Gene4 Sberidan, with hh forty cep 

threa jkp, followed by his c~vrlry d d e v ,  
received the plaudits of those who could chwm them 

8a they prssed. On the lath, at mndown, the Sixth 
h p o  croeaed the nikosd 'junction at Burh ih ,  

pwmd out through the hoqita encampment, and 
bivpaocLed on the hills beyond. They had marched 
eighteen miles in bars, over h ~ m i l e  rord~, bnt 
were all on h with enthneisam, cheering, simp 
&totbum, and coming in almoat on the nm. The. 

S a n d  Corpo, and the Fifth, and the Ninth, with the 
Army of the James, followed on, their work com- 
pleted, tbe problem of h government mlved, & thir 
d o n  once mare at peace. 



CHAPTEB X I I .  

con&u&-m B l a d n g  OIldanr of Peambm&--Mr. J. w. 
Pdga,Jr.-HlrWakattbr Fair Qmand~.-QmgmmWpd. 
-Th Beba 8old&r.-Btr sua!dn@ a d  Dm&-Tba Blue 
W d - T h  DJf iy  Y y W . - E d &  m, &O b 
r c b m  B~W~.--OOIOW 

Y the i n t a m d ' a n d l a b o n i i n t h e ~  
crowded and * depots ef Burbvine, r 

to tbe a k a ,  qmet, and comfortable tent8 and bamcka 
.of the welEordered hoepitala at Petemborg,-thie WUJ 

the conhat which twentyfour horn brought ms. Ba 
turning with the feeling that peace had dawned, that 
there would be no more reeking hoepitab, nor dam- 
b e d  homes, nor broken heartas; and that even upon 
them T i  fielde h i t fa l  harvesb would epring in 
the very track of war,-flowers even upon the brrt 
tlsfield,-it will not be Mcalt to re& that in 



P ~ I c o a l d ~ ~ t i d t b e ~  
and h g m m  of its gardemo, and reat in the quiet 

ue4clui011 of its grove8 of pinea. It is a quaint old 
city, emtidy muthern in its q l e  and vchitecturet. 
The v d  c o v d  with aeqing vines, which grow 
everywhere in ma@cent neglect, were bowers of 

w.. .Every h b ,  and tree, and flowering bneh, 
hmtherowand the magnolia to theorcmgeand the 
tig, had alnxtot a tropical l d c e ,  and the air waa 
5Ued with the aroma. Many of the residences wem 
barkd ;  d wheme .they wem not, we had cordial 
inviwioru to enter at their open p t e a  and pick the 
flowem. The ptmoy, the violet, the narcimw, the 
doubb-flowering almond, the exquiuite wi&* and 
the lily of the valley, with every varie.ty of buds d 
rossq-th&iuledomtentWith~ca Allthis 
wasanoa&inadea&ofdering. Themwemmen 
all about or, who wem at the &y la& ebb if lifg and 
b d m  the night pwmd the light of khe eteslul morn- 
ing dawned for them To loee one's aelf in the qmet 
peacddneao of mch an afternoon waa indeed a relief 

such a tension upon mind and heart. 
At this point Mr..J. W. Pa@, Jr., of Boston, 'RM 

in chuge of the Sanitary ComnUon. In hiu tent 
~mdem the mag&mt pin* which reogsd one of hia 

8 



fovodb Italian ha-, .ad which gave shde  to the 
Fair Grounda Hospital, I found hi en& in the 
moot kborioua duties of admi&don. The incorn- 
pet4ncy of one of the agenb, end the oeriopu ithnem of 
another, juet than &&en down with fever, brought 
upon bim a wide range of dutim. Thew he .slauned 
d curid tluough, with . quieIt energy and d- 
forgetting devotion. Ob&des were met .ad over- 
come. The raktio~'be4waan the Medical Deputment 
and the Sanitary Commi6aion wem burnonixed by s 
qoick pemeption and no little diplomatio okiIl, which 
d t e d  in making both more e h t i v e  than either 
would have been alone. In the wsrds bh gentleuem 
and &ill in dreMiDg eoathed many a sd'emr, while bin 
cb- lightened many an hour of ion- and 

pain. Anticipating the capriciopu appetiter, of the dck- 
eat men, them waa no delicacy which the wkera of 
Petemburg could a&rd that he did not nub to h d  
its way to the &, daintily prepared on, bin littb 
&ve in the open air, and taken to the ooldier whom 
feverish plate could only relish sucb deli- fue~. 

To avoid the dangers of a M n l  infedon, the 
gangrene ward was established in an icahoaw, a p t  
&om the main hoopital. Hem, where the moot loath- 
some and hopehm cwea were awaiting &&, w h m  



wse e v q  type of thio homble dkme~, was the m n e  
of many of his moot touching miniatrim; Hem were 
limbo which could only be &and, not drsued ; am- 
putatiom where the - had been ecrten away, end 
the tlesh WM ragged and hllen h m . t h e  bone ; wounds 
into which the p p n e  was making ib f d d  rav- 
ages day by day -a chunel-house, indeed, where waa 
opportunity for mch e8rvice aa in rendered at the bed 
of death, when the safferem t paat all hwng .  

lKake them se comfortable se you can ; they will 
lsee no hope thin aide the grave," mid the kind-hearted 
WP; and however n a w e o ~  the air, or offedve 
the work, our fiend labored choeufblly on, making the 
poor fellom feel that the g&t favor to him wse 
amply to permit him to continue his ministry. T h  
through the broiling heat of an early lmmmer there 
wan this noble fidality to his work, which won the love 
and reapect of dl who wem brought into n l d o m  with 
him. 

In tbe intervale of mating h m  little attentiom to a 
poor, lonely boy, a rebel soldier who waa dying, I took 

up pen and paper to write, while Pting at hh becbide. 
Let M look into the w a d  The wound baa just been 
dread, the hemorrhep etopped, the bottles, basin, 

spooge, and water o l d  away. He t 



sl- d y  now. A brighteyed, handsome, iateni. 
gent lad of seventeen, I waa attmctd to him by the 
uncomplaiiihg patiems with which he bore hia soffbr- 

in@. He waa in the Confederate army, but waa one 
of t h w  who wonld never be d e d  a rebel, being a 
c o d p t ,  and at beut lo@ to hia &g. He waa a 
Virginian, the mn of a pbor minioter m one of t h w  
acaUared mttlementa on tbe Southaide B.ilroad; and 
from oocasiprurl converaatiorw I had gleaned scraps 

.of private history, whioh could only incram my kind 
feeling for him. In September, 1864, working qmetly 
on bir father's farm, a mere boy, he waa wized m a 
m d e a a  conscription, and hurried to Biahmond, where 
he waa placed in the rmka of the rebel army. He 
waa an only .child; and, although he c o n f 4  to 
many lortcomings, he knew that he waa the only 
comfort of hia home, and told me of hie m0tbd8 
grief when he went away. Hh wound, to dl' od- 
w a d  seeming, waa slight, being between the l o a t  
ders, curd hardly rhowing a bruise. The ahdl bad 
cut hia clothing, and bat just touched th spinal coE 
amn; but it had, however, pwalyced the lower part 
of hie body, m that hia condition wee one of great 
helpleanem. A bed mre eoon developed iW; d 
i t ~ w i t h s a a h ~ , U m t d l ~ h t t h t  



airWemcmlyh.ngingbyathrecrd. A n I a o o d b y  
him, he opened &'eyes, and said to me, i n  tbe moot 
dbtmmed way, bb I cannot open my mouth ; " and, 
upon exmhdion, I found that he had the lockjaw, 
to add to his dredthl darinp. "An hour ago I 
~ ~ r r l d  law .ad hg," he mid; "but now I know 
tb.t I mu& die." The mtrgeon, being d e d ,  confirmed 
the impmxthn that b esee waa hopelm; and we 
d%tsrmioed tb&, at whatever coat, hia la& h o w  
ahodd be ~diaturbed. Bay rum r e e d  to wfiesh 
him; and I bathed and rubbed his bead, and chest, 

and arms, the poor fenow e r p d g  hia gratitude by 
word and look, saying to me, "You am the beet 
h d  I ever bad,'' and repeating it over and over 

rkia 
A k  a few momenta of dreamy repose, he opened 

beyeqandsaid,uDoyouredlythi i thatIam 
going to die? I do not wentto die." I toM him that 
hie condition waa very mitical, and that rn dl felt 
tb.t he could not continue very long. ' bL I have been 
trying to make my mind up to it," he Mid ; bb but it & 
m had,  and I am a h i d  to die. I have put off my 
repentance until it is too late- too late ; and now I 
know that God will not d v e  me.n' I told him that 
it could newer-be too late, and, if he really wiabed 



to be forgiven, and would only open hie heart to dl 
holr infiben- that ~ o d  wodd mnd hie peace and 
pardon down, and weald reosive him jwt aa kindly 
and aa lovingly rs an earthly father wonld if he were 
to grieve or. trouble him. He seemed to feel that God 
never conld care for k; that hie faca was turned 
away, and that dl his prayem and intemxsdon~ were 

in vain. Then I tried to make him feel how krge a 
place there ma& be in the Father's heart for dl mch 
poor, ~ n 5 d n g  children aa he ; how rich and abnndant 

his mereifhl cue ; how inexbanstible hie love. I told 
him .that even the birda of the air and the flowem of 
the flala were not b e n d  hie notice ; that not even a 
~w could fdl withont hie meing it ;. ao that in 
his own fear and suffering this Father wao n- to 

him than any earthly hther'conld be ; and th& hesvon 
was open to him, and dl meet and b l e d  Muencos 
were mound him, if he could only receive them K. 

&om a Father'u hand. Then I repeated to him tlre 
lit& pselm, " Bow down thine esi, 0 Lord, for I am. 
poor and needy," with, "The Lord is my Shepherd, 
. . . and though I walk through the valley of the 
Padow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with 

me; thy rod md thy at&, they comfort me." Tbon 
followed Chriat'~ invitation, "Come unto me, dl ye 



h t  labor and are heavy Men, and I will give yon 
red; take my yoke upon you, sad learn of me, for I 
am meek a d  lowly of heart, and ye find reet 
unto your mule ; for my yoke ia eRsy and my barden 
is light." Then I repeated a part of the chapter, 
('Let not yom heart be troobled," with those other 
words, M, beautifal, m rich in their pro&, " Peace 
I leave with you, my peace I give unto you; let not 
yom heart be troubled, neither let it be &aid." 

And now, in that lonely, quiet hour, there seemed 
to be a R~WUCB which gloriaed everything about as 
-a spiritnal uplifting, a deep mvealing, which tbe 
repetition after me of the Lord'e prayer seemed to 
m t h  dl the more real. This waa hardly audiile to 
any but o d v e a ,  althongh in the ward perf8c.f etill- 
nese reigned, the men all vagnely compmhextding the 
mbject of our communion. 

Here WM a young man dying. With strong tenacity 
he held to liEe, shrinking tiom what he called hia doom. 
Ria &tmm of mind waa such M I had nevar seen. 
Him old theological teething had toWhim that he muat 
have a change of heart, or be could not be saved ; and 
he waa too weak to understand the proeese, or to know 
whem to begin, or what to do. He waa in despair. 
Them wm no mrure of Godso loping pmmw ; rrnd m 



.he must die, feeling that the eleventh hour wae too 
late, and shrinking h m  his fate. I had never Wime 
attempted to mi* to such a case. In mo& pitiable 
ton- of  dint^^^ he woald murmur, " Lord Jaw, save 
my soul;" while in this great gulf of m w  I could 
only meet him with the Savioufl~ wotcb, hardly &net- 
ing to my own, yet ever hoping and watulhg for the 
incoming and indwelling of that peace which should 
mrp& d human underobnding. And I wemed.to 
see it come at kt, aa the angel hovered over him, and 
M love bad cast out fear. From a quiet deep 
he woke calm and p e r f d y  dgned.  Spirituul thing8 
became mom d to him, and he looked with a clearer 
faith and a more dmple t a m t  to the end whiah we 
dfe l twaaverynear .  A d a y o r t w o W o m , I h a d  
writtetnto&fathemtocomeandseehisdying~~)n. 
Through the kindnw of a soldier the lettca retached 
him, and one eRarnoon, just at  dn&, he cams &- 
though there was the quiet joy of their meeting, yet 
i n t h a t d p h i t w a s a s e d d g h t t o m e ~ p o a  
gray-heired man - enbdaed, d e d  by saffbring, im- 
p o v d e d  by the war-sitting, hour a f b  hoar, by 
hie mu, who wss dying by the h w  tortare of W a w  
and of the p o h  of h b  wound. The subtle fever WM 

burning his strength away ; and aa the father w d e d  



and waited with hh boy, smoothing the hair upon the 
pillow, wiping the drop  upon hie forehead, or fanning 
him with only a ecrap of paper then at hand, them 
WIW M) mu& tendemw in his eye, such silent, speech- 
lass, teaslew sorrow, that I could only leave them 

bgedher, - the son so happy now, tbe faibes so thank- 
fd that even this boon had been voucheafed him, .nd 
both knit together in thir, lest communion and com- 
pmion~&ip of their lives. h d  thus the night paaeed 
rrnd morning &e; and u, the hours wore on, he 
seemed to more and more. His body twitelred 
narvoudy with pain, his jaws were set, hie limbs grew 
cold, rrnd hie l i p  white ; but there waa no more mnlc 
muring. He lay mrenely coneciow that death was 
culling him, and at laet he anewered the cal1,paaeing 
throngh the valley without a Btmggle, leaving thb 
poor firtber to go back alone €0 hie stricken and child- . 
less home. 

One evening, just at twilight, I went into our blue 
ward at the Fair Gromds, Peteraburg, to me a Id 
wham condition for many days had led us to believe 
that he d d  not continue very long. LLs I sat by hie 
side, and placed my hand upon hie forehead to smooth 
back &io hair, he Mid to me, Do you know, sir, that 
I am looking death in the ihce?" I could only reply, 



"Yea, I lmow you ue, my dear boy; far tbe re- 
peated hemorrhage of hie wound had convinoed me 
that hb reooveuy WM beyond a paedbility. He WM 

perf* eab-ve and tmdd.  He WM reedy to 
die, or he WM willing to f ie ,  - M it ohodd plesse the 
all-loving Fatber ; and M I had men, hour & hour, 
an attand.nt abnching the blood WE& WM trickling 
h m  hb wound, I mold only fesl that we were to 
comt the h o w  before we ohodd have to lay him in 
hie grave. He had been a fhithfd ooldier for three 
yeera, and had been dischuged. The old farm had 
no charma for him; and abr the excitememte of the 
home greetmga had p e e d ,  he went M a mbstitmb 
back to the army, receiving a krge bounty at the 
ban& bf the brokers. Then fblloned days of what 
may well be tanned ain. We need to throw a veil of 
charity over this port of the story; for although he 
had wandered f u  away, he had h lbn  into the hands 
of deviln in human shape, who drugged him, and 
&bbed him .of his money ; while 811 the time, in hie 
heart of hearts, he wse true. And now he wse e.d&m 

ing, perhap dying, for the catme he had loved oo well. 
He told me how deep hie valley of h u m l a o n  had 
been ; that hie etrnggle was d alone ; tb.t h u g h  
dekpless daps and nights he had been praying for 



W e  gracious, helping spirit, until at last the burden 
had been lihed d, and how a l l d n i n g  fsih and 
promiseta had been made red; and the trouble, and 
doubt, and terror of the pave were all lost in the 

opening glory. When I went away, leaving him to 
otherd care, i t  was with the feeling that he would not 
be a cue to anybody very long, - hoping only that hie 
mother'a letter would come, to bring its 8 o k  to him 
before he died. 

In such miniatria UJ them the day8 were spent; and 
yet, when night ceme on, and left as to a mtmqwt, 

them WM the a e n ~  of how little we had really done. 
Often boars would pass in m&ng by the bedeide of a 
wldier, simply watching and waiting for a change; 
giving a sip of porbr once in a while ; bmhing a fly 
off hi8 fsoe when he WM disturbed ; shading his eyes, 
or fmning him; anewering only when he spoke, and 
keeping always quiet that he might deep. 

A fstal woond through the right lung had laid one 
noble fellow low; and his laat boars were boars of 
d r i n g .  I had preoionelp gained the young man's 
conttdenw, and had learned hie story; and when it 
had fbnm to me to ten him that he conld not live, 
he memed perfectly ready and willing to die, - being 
calm, hopefol, and believing. He died 8lmoet in my 



ULM, bving hie mamqp fix lored awl at home, 
which it WUJ my duty to obmmuniolrte by letter. 

h m  l& bed I go to that of another- a W e  boy 

of but fourteen yeam, veq low with dm& d i u r h ~ ~ .  
I had rarely m u  soch agony of &n@. The poor 
lMe .fellow, oo wan and thin, hi face m pd6 and 
~ , h i a r i h l p o w e r m n e u l y ~ a n d h b  
whole condition makin@ mch an appeal to me's tan- 
d d  eympath y, - 80 lonely away from hia motber 
and hie home,- knew he WUJ going to die, Jet had no 
conception of the chanp. He passed on M I stood at 
hie Wide.  

And another cam, Edward Mmley, a lad &om 

W d e l d ,  ltmmchlPee#s, lying in agony in a wud 
near my tent. Hb wound wan a compound hcbm 
of the thigh. He WM too weak fbr an amplawion, 
hia hemorrhage quir ing the constant preaenre of a 
hger upon..the femoral artery, and the poor f a w  
WM soffering beyond d hope of relief. He WM one 
of the noble spW of the army -a ennine mldier, 
w i t h r s ' h e a b a n d s s d e a r a n e y e , d o r i t h m  
kindly and thoughttLl eqredon M one would wieh 
to see. He spoke but d o m ,  giving but little erpm 
aion to hie f&go0; but hie thoughto were conslotly 
of thorn who would be le& at home to moutn. He 



wao truqnil and resigned, and even ch- at 
~ w h e + n a c o m r a d e ' c i m e t o h b b e d t o t r l ~ w i t h  
him. 
When I commuuicated the result of a consaltdon 

to hi, he aimply raplied, Do not think that I am 
a f . . d  to die. At home. I was mirounded by evemy 
religiom influeum. S ' i  my mother'r death I have 
had the memory of her love to keep me true, and I 
know that ohe d l  welcome me np hm" At  hie 
reqneat I repeated the psakn, LL The Lord t my 
Bhephdn Before it WM 5niahed, hin large, deep 
syea o p e d  and looked into mine, and team hrmed 
and rolled down hin ch* at the pessage, 6"I%~~gh 
I walk through the valley of the shsdow of de& I 
will h u  no evil, for thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy at&, tbep comfort me." I felt that he wae lean- 
ing upon that rod a n d d , ~ h e l d e d , i n t b e m i c b L  
of all hb mff;esingp, with a clear and living frrith unto 
the end. 

He had hen in the aervi& hur years, and wm them 
bat twenty; but the liner of saff6ring wem at deep 
into hin fsoe; and ae he lay them ao patiently, with 
rnch aweat reeignation to hb Father'r will, the whole 
ward mmed to be lighted with the einmph of him 
clbsing how& He did not eeem to deunand my p 
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pathy, although he had it dl; he only wanted oom. 
panion&, and he d e d  not to tm lefi alone, bat to 
have me sit by his bed and watch with him through 
the night. But he did not need even U, u u h  I 
WM to sit and Leap a lonely vigil over hb tenantha 
body ; fbr of a mddem he died, budly ksping, yet oon- 
sci0110 to the emd. 

I n o n e o f o u r w ~ w e h a d a n ~ ~ , C o b n e l  Clif- 
ton J. Pre+nth, of Bdtimom, whom cam WM of mch 
pocrrlisr and toodhg i n M  that i t  ought not to be 

by. In one of the closing Wea of the w u  
he WM wounded through the lunge. When I ht 
mw him, he WM brought into the hospital h m  the 
field, aa we thought, h t d y  hurt. At  the omm time 

a w, a rebel eoldier, WM lifted &om the ohetdter 

upon an + i  bed, with r thigh a m p u ~ m ,  hav- 
ing been &ruck by a h p w n t  of a ebsn above the 
knee. !IW Union oficer and thb rebel aoldie~ ky 
side by aide, not knowing that they weme indeed own 
brothers, and dew, in dl that bloody 
which had wt ita fatal d upon them both, that 
they hfl been striking the one againat the other, and 
falling but ten feet apart. And eo, by #)me b l e e d  
provideme, they were brought  top&^ at hot,-the 
glrrnca of an eye, or so& well-known tone of voice, 



making their reapition complete, which it only 
needed the b.nd-gm8p to conarm. In  the early st8ge'a 

of their  wound^, two of their brothera -one of whom 
neither had men for eight years - came down to narae 
endnachwithtb~othertwo,whowaredyingmfu 
&om home. And through the month whicb followed 
they were dl -bd, these four, who had b&m 00 

widely eeparated, bound together by the ties of a p -  
pathy, .nd seroice, and brotherly &ection. 

And now they am both at re& : Billy- the kindly 
impnleive boy -and his noble brother united, & 
mcb a f d  mparation of H c e  and of blood, in 
thin la& companionship of their lives, - both atering 
the new home, where there ie no dietinotion between 
the blue jacket and the gray. ' - 

The younger died &et. Day a h  day we oeed to 
&it him in the quiet ward where he d to be 00 

much alone, for he had but little lrpmpathy until he 
was converted over te the old &sg. which he had fop 
d e n .  And when the memori~ of his home and bis 
duly companionship ceme over him, and he felt that 
even thin renewal of old ti- wae still but a hterpal 
eatmmgment, his boy'# heart quita gave way, and he 
begged for the kindly smile of thie elder brother, for 
the love and.generow sympathy of their boyhood. In 



a f m &  the ~ o n o f h w a y o t e m w a u m c o m -  
plefe that he aank rapidly away and died. 

The brave and dl-emduring colonel liwd on,-every 
breath a utab, and every movement of the poor ficril 
body like the t e h  and mapping of oome cord of lifa 
Through many weary months he waited and satfi;ered. 
W e  had mu& in atore for him. He longed to be 
again amid ib perreefal activiv; yet he was dwap 
aubmiseive, and only looked to aee what waa the lov- 
ing Father's will. And that will wao m d e d  at laat, 
giving him bat time to my, " It is well; I am ready 
to go.'' 
Enriched and s t r e e e n e d  by discipline, - s true 

growth hmn d o e  and suffering, - hie was a death 
which has caused many a heartache onbide the aircle 
of hia home. His earlier yeam were speat in Mary- 
land, where he had all the advantage of the beat oaE 
tare and training which hiis father's school could give, 
which were superior, probably, to those of any a h i h  

. eshblisbrnent in the State. Tho elegant acunnplish- 
menb of the father, his carefa1 discipline, his schohrv 
testes and habib, together with the genial induencea 
of his home, all joined in the ripening of a character 

which it only needed such an experienae as that of the 
p W  faar years to develop into a  manhood at  once 



strong, humonim, and bea&d He was a devout, 
earned, and futhfal man ; ready h a p  for kind oficea 
for tbow ab& him, brertbing 8 Spirit of h d p f h  
and serrioe, when, by thatever d m ,  he could do 
mything for another. !l%b spirit of d-forgetting 
lingered about him to the end. Upon the little table 
by hb humble hospital bed lay hia Bible, hia constant 
companion. The sharp discipline of d '  wea not 
without its heavier and darker clouds ; Jet through the 
gloom the light ineffable of t a u t  and peace . c rs~ etream- 
ing in, giving divinm beauty to the spirit which eollld 
uurwer cheeddy to the angel'r call. 

9 



CHAPTEB X I I I .  

dBRAH4M LINCOLN. 

A m y  of Northern Viinia had cspitulatad. 
Its last banner nes lowered and trailing, its arms !.r 

and artikry had been 6t8cked end parked, its organi- 

zation fmm d&ropd. General Grant had re~tauned 
to City Point, the war virtuaUy at an end. The Army 
of the Potomaa WM re&ing upon ita Ismsb; with only . . for ' its old enemy, while men of emry 
grade and rank wem M y  living over old emene~ and 
tighting over old battleis, mingling thek common mem- 
oriea of vietory and defeat, rs it h.d ahmatad, in our 

The4reJ nes good cheer eve4rywh~. The rank end 
file of the mbel army, dispaning to their horn* 5lling 
t h e d . n d m ~ ~ t h e & a l ~ , r h u e d t b e  



hoSpit.lities of OW 80Idi.i and were h M  with 
kindly and h i  spirit. 

I t  wss at this moment tbat the triumph and rejoic- 
ing of the nation were changed to'mowing and deao- 
btion. AbrahamLincolnwssdeadl .Agreatsorrow 
clouded the brightneaa of the glory which for the mo- 
ment had buret upon the people, and a nation w~ in 
tears. The bookng cannon, the mped and drooping 
flag, the digea of the h d a ,  and the tolling of the 
belb were the m n d s  and signs of national grief. The 
army was profoandy moved. A &on, which made 
Confederate aoldiesa tremble, followed the 
tion, and arrogance me.lt%d into humility. 

With all generous motives for tho88 with whom hs 
had hen contanding, Abrabam Linwln codd uttes 
thedim words, already embalmed in the memory of the 
world: " Witb malice toorarde none, with charity far 
d l , w i t h ~ i n ~ r i g h t  asG)odgivesastosee 
the right, let as e4dve1 on to the work we cue in ; 
to b i d  up the nation's wonnds ; to cam for him who 
abd have borne the b a a ,  and fir his widow and his 
orphans; to do all which may achieve a just and hat- 
ing peace among o d v e a  and with all nation~." 
And yet, with thie gentle pleacling for his enemies, 

WM OXB atanding at his side to &ike him down. 



Tbrolrgh Mr. IhcoIn'o grb.teat iriab, through tbe 
moot peqkaing perid of hia dminhkdon,  when 
pe& thickened about his path, I c d d  only t h k  of 
tae bardm which &ted upon hie mind and heut. H e  
once tmid,t'I do not know how thie nu dl end; 

b u t I d o L n o n t b . t , e n d ~ i t m a y , I ~ n o t l o n g  
d v e  it." 

One who knew him weJ& oaid that he brob down, 
time and again, under hie mighty cues ; hie noble 
hx became haggard and weary, and nothing but the 
6tmlg dl dnd the d~~ of gnarled manhoocl 
prevented him h r n  going down to his A 
feuding of personal loyalty went out instinctively to 
meat him. If them WM blindnem to his exrora when 
he.made them, theta wan alee the thooght of the 
011paraMed drrngera and difsculfh of hb #on, 
of t h w  graver problem of publio policy, for which 
them WM no precedent, which he was called upon to 
solve. 

The life of a Bepublio waa in hie keeping: d 
although an unknown, untried man, the eternal prov- 
idence of Clod was over him; and &om hia simple 
t m t  came the impitation and the strength for p e  

hWment of hia lofky destiny. Hia -em, hia p m  
fect balance of chara&r, hie widom, h, mnp 



nanimity, and tenderness of heart, vindicated itaelf at 
isst, and he won the world'r tespect and honor. A 
Gthfal worker for hb county% wed, pemevering in 
hi a, trae to his great trmt, he worn his honom 
with hurnility and prsyerfulneas. He ruled.in truly 
regal majesty, for he rded in jastica tempemd with 

memy. Hb education, such only M the rough, pio- 
neer life of a wilderness could dord, WUJ yet sach M 

to make him, perhaps, the cantrsl 5gure of modern 

history. Devoting h i d  with aingleneee of purpose 
to hie rrtopando~ work, he labored for the highest 
aim ; and in working got but little of what most men 
work to get. Still, he e e d  whet but few men have 
ever d e d  -the pmetr ica l  development of pow- 
era which in s great & of hb COIIntry'lI life reieed 
him to be ftret in that comntry'r love; and he m 
worked and lived, that in his proadeat mom& of 
triumph he never forgot his humble birth, his herd- 
handed toil, hia eympathy with the people whom he 
dwaye d e d  in his heart. Such majesty with BoCh 
simplicity 1 each power with mch eelfforgetfklhml 
Hie natumI dignity w a ~  mingled with p b y  
of humor, while his almost grotaq218 mgddhtM8 of 
look and stature did not derog&e fiam the nobility of 
his manhood. 



In the p a t  and M n g  ttiumpha of the w u  he did 
not forget the men who had &ved them. How 

beoutihl WM the epirit with which he vi8ited the 
hospihb but a week before he diddl Standing at 
every bedaide, he had a kindly word and m i l e  for 
every man, speaLing to every mldier in the camp, 
and c h h g  them d by hb genial pmmm and hie 
enconraging words. HOW bdgnurt 8 to hb 
public cveer 1 With what reverence these thousands 
of crippled men will regard h b  name, enolhing it 
with all affectionate loyalty in their hearb and mem- 
ories forever 1 

I t  seemed an if, in tbe bolt of the d, the 
national liEe received the hot teat to which republican 
government could be subjected. M e  h m  the publio 
grief, the national fanctiow were nn&tnrbed. A con- 
tinent WM draped in mourning, yet the vitality of ita 
government WM unimpaired. In  our hietory no event 
had created such universal prostration. The loyal 
North, appatled by the cat&rophe, found e q w d o n  
for its grief only in silent going abont the stme&'' 

It WM a day when the mn and the light, and the 
moon and the etas,  wmed darkened; it WM 8 day 
whem fesra were in the way, and etrong men bowed 



~ t h d m ,  and were."af%d of that which is high," 
and the keeper of the ho rn  tsembled. 

I t  would be i n p i  to give in words the oenm 
of desolation with which we moved abont om hospital 
work, or of the profound emotions awakened by every 
md0ed dram and booming cannon. We had 
ing, and aorrow, and death all aboat as. Bat greater 

sorrow and bereavement came to hallow the lwer, 
while these mingled emotion8 m e d  to chatsten every 
thought and feeling, and to make every duty more 
escred than before. 

With tbe mtnrn of peace came the home welcome 
to oar eick and wonnded men. Wsrd by wsrd WM 

vacated, hospital dbr hospital WM given up, un.til at 
last the dismantled barraclre were all that WM left of 
the scene of oar absorbing labors. Year by year these 
marka of a great hospital department will be lost. 
But the memories of calm endmanm of dering,  of 
noble hearta hashed in death, of precio~w companion- 
 hip firmed, and of strong characters ripened in great 
emergencies, will ever yield a graW blaesing apon 
the mrvice~ and A c e ~  of hospital life. 




