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BOOK I.-RICHMOND.

CHAPTER 1.

WILLIAMSBURG.

WE concluded the former volume with the narrative of the
first year of the war, having brought down our review of

the campaigns which were being prosecuted in the East and West
to within a few days of the anniversary of the bombardment of
Fort Sumter. Those campaigns were but the prelude to the far
more extensive operations and sanguinary conflicts which we are
about to relate.

We shall begin by speaking of the army of the Potomac, of
which we have described the slow formation during the autumn and
winter of 1861, and of its first movements in the spring of 1862.
Whilst the armies of the West have already overrun several States
and fought great battles, the former has not yet had an opportu
nity to seek revenge from the conquerors of Bull Run. In the
last chapters of the preceding volume the reader has seen the dif
ficulties of every kind which embarrassed its movements, prevented
it from taking the field at an earlier day, and jeopardized the
success of the plan of operations so happily conceived by its chief.
Nevertheless, after the unlooked-for evacuation of Manassas by
the Confederates, after the combats which kept in the valley of
Virginia troops that would have been more useful elsewhere, after
Mr. Lincoln's interference in reducing his force to strengthen the

1
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garrison of Washington, that army finally embarked at Alexan
dria, in the last days of March, for the great expedition which was
to transfer the seat of war to the vicinity of the enemy's capital;
and General McClellan, when he landed upon the peninsula of
Virginia, notwithstanding all these drawbacks, had still "a fine
army under his command-a numerous army, however impru
dently reduced, composed of ardent, vigorous, hrave, and intelli
gent men, although without experience. Recruited among all
classes of society, the ranks of this army contained many men of
military ability, as yet unknown to the world, and even to them
selves, some of whom were about to be sacrificed before they could
have a chance of asserting their full worth, whilst others were to
be called to direct its long and painful labors. Consequently,
despite the mistakes of the government, this army could hope to
run a brilliant career upon the ground, classic in the history of
the United States, where it was at last to encounter the Bite of the
slavery troops. It was, in fact, in the peninsula where the soldiers
of Washington and Rochambeau completed the glorious work
of American emancipation. It was around Yorktown, already
made celebrated by the capitulation of Lord Cornwallis, that the
army of the Potomac was about to fight its first battles; and if
it may be permitted to an obscure member of that army to in
dulge here in a personal reflection, it was the remembrance of the
victory achieved by France and America conjointly upon this very
soil which caused a throb in the heart of the exiles so generously
received under the shadow of the flag of the young republic.

Notwithstanding the historical associations which cluster around
it, this locality was but little known; and in view of its peculiar
configuration, we deem a detailed description necessary to a p"roper
understanding of the operations we are about to relate. Fortress
Monroe, situated at the extremity of the peninsula, lies one hun
dred and fifteen kilometres from Richmond, in a direct line.
The route which the army of the Potomac had to follow was all
laid down; it stretched out, bounded on the south by the James
River-which is a river (jleuve) at Richmond, and a vast estuary
at Newport News-and at the north, first by an arm of the sea
called York River, and then by the Pamunky, its principal trib
utary. The region lying between these water-courses may be
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divided into two parts. The first, by far the more important,
forms a real peninsula between the salt tide-waters which ascend
York River as far as West Point, and the James heyond City
Point. This flat country, which is both sandy and marshy, inter
sected by countless bays, extremely wooded, poor, and thinly peo
pled, forms the peninsula of Virginia. The second, extending,
between the Pamunky and the James proper, to a distance tar
above Richmond, very undulating, covered with magnificent
forests, a little better cultivated than the former, and enlivened
here and there by· the residences of a few wealthy planters,
is divided longitudinally by the Chickahominy, a river rendered
famous in the annals of American colonization by the romantic
adventures of the traveller John Smith and the Indian maid Poca
hontas. This water-course, of little importance from its ordinary
volume of water, flows through wooded swamps, where impen
etrable thickets alternate with groves of tall white oak, a tree
admirably adapted for naval construction, the feet of which are
buried in the ooze, while the trunks, Il.'l straight Il.'l the mast of a
ship, rise to extraordinary heights. After a rain-storm, the Chick
ahominy not only overflows its wooded banks, but, spreading
over the adjacent plains, forms a sheet of water which at times
is a kilometre in width. This, therefore, Wll.'l a formidable ob
stacle in the way of military operations. The river runs parallel
with the Pamunky, and cutting off a corner of the peninsula,
empties into the estuary of the James at an equal distance from
City Point and Newport News. The James on one side, the
York River and the Pamunkyon the other, form two magnif
icent lines of communication. The former is navigable Il.'l far as
Richmond, but the Virginia, debarred the Federals from using
it. The latter may be ascended Il.'l fur Il.'l White House, a planta
tion which had formerly belonged to Wll.'lhington, and was now
the property of General Lee. But at the entrance of York
River, the two banks of this arm of the sea draw closer, forming
a strait commanded by the guns of Yorktown, and batteries erected
opposite, at Gloucester Point. Hence the importance which has
always attached to the little place of Yorktown, around which
some slight undulations covered with rich turf still indicate the
trace of the parallel thrown up by the French and American
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soldiers in 1781. The peninsula itself upon which Yorktown
stands is narrowed by a swampy stream, Warwick Creek, which,
taking its rise at less than two kilometres from the old bastions
of this town, empties into the James perpendicularly to its course.
It was here that nature had marked out for the Confederates their
true line of defence. Having control of James River, thanks to
the Virginia, and of York River, owing to the batteries of
Gloucester Point, they could not be turned by the Federal navy.
The two rivers supplied them with provisiolls, instead of fur
nishing the means of attack to their adversaries, and so long as
they preserved the line of Warwick Creek, Yorktown could not
be invested. All these points, therefore, supported each other
mutually. Thirty-two kilometres separated Yorktown from Fort
Monroe. Sixteen kilometres farther, another contraction of the
peninsula occurs, even narrower than that caused by Warwick
Creek, formed by two streams called College Creek and Queen's
Creek; one running toward the James, the other toward York
River. Ncar this place stands the oldest university in Amcrica,
Wdliam and MU1'Y College, founded during the reign of William
the Third, the spacious buildings of which, of red and gray brick,
togethcr with the court-yards and pavilions, remind one of the
English edifices of the eighteenth century, and have an air of an
tiquity scldom met with in the New World. Around the univer
sity is grouped the pretty little town of Williamsburg, the
houses of which are surrounded by gardens and shaded by beau
tiful trees. It was for a time the capital of the colony, when
Virginia was richer and had a larger population than at the
present day.

Between Fort Monroe and Richmond there is but a single line
of railway, which, starting from the latter city, crosses thc upper
Chickahominy, then the Pamunkyat 'Yhite House, and termi
nates at West Point, where the latter river and the Mattapony
both empty into the salt waters of York River.

Such was thc new ground upon which the army of the Poto
mac was about to fight. Thc transportation of this army was a
difficult task, aud was accomplishcd in a remarkable manner.
The first VCR.'\els were chartered on the 27th of February; on the
17th of March the first soldier was embarked; and on the 6th
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Total.
31,037
38,852
37,910

4,76.5
3,141
3,116
1,144

119,1165

3,130
3,010
3,112

623
370
210
161

Aboent.

10,616

of April, all the troops which had not been withdrawn from
General McClellan's command were landed upon the peninsula.
During this short period of time, four hundred ships, steamers,
and sailing vessels, had been collected and taken to Alexandria,
and had transported a distance of eighty leagues, 109,419 men,
14,502 animals, 44 batteries, with all the immense tn.ath-iel
which generally follows such an army, leaving nothing behind
them except nine stranded lighters and eight drowned mules.

McClellan had not waited for the end of this operation to take
the field. Out of the one hundred thousand men, or thereabouts,
he was to have under his command,* he found on the day of his
arrival fifty-eight thousand, accompanied with one hundred can
non, in a condition to march. The remainder had either not
landed or were without the neces.'>ary transportation to take part
in a forward movement. Many teams were yet wanting for the
numerous wagons, without which troops could not venture among
the marsh)" roads which they were to encounter.

The army was put in motion on the 4th of April, and arrived
before Yorktown and Warwick Creek the next day without hav
ing seen the enemy. The latter had hastily abandoned the few
works erected at Big Bethel, in the firm belief that the Federals,
who had control of the sea as far as Yorktown, could easily tnrn
all those defences. This first march was not accomplished with
out some difficulty. The roads were in a deplorable condition.
The maps were bad, which \Va'! even worse than not having any.
They had relied upon those which the officers stationed at Fortress
:\{onroe had t..'\ken all winter to prepare, and the several columns,
thus misled by fal<;e information, (',QuId hardly preserve their order
of march. Deceived by thC.'le incorrect charts as to the direction of

* This was the status of the army April 1, 1862:
Present for active On special service

serrice. or on sick Ibt.
SEcond corp.", Sumner 26,778 1,129
Third corpll, Heintzelmann 33,047 2,79.5
Fourth corpI', KeyCll 32,924 1,874
Rt-gnlar infantry................... 3,90.5 237
Regular cavalry.................... 2,001 170
Reserve artillery.................. 2,731 175
Of different corps.................. 910 73

Total.............................. 102,896 6,4.53
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Warwick Creek, General McClellan was led to believe that York
town could be easily invested. On the 5th, when his right wing
appeared before that place, his left encountered the unforesccn ob
stacle which imparted so much strength to the position of the Con
federates. The latter, under General ~ragrudcr, had long hem pre
paring for the defence of the peninsula. The fortifications crected
by Lord Cornwallis around Yorktown in 1781, within which he
had defended himself with a tenacity worthy of the English army,
were still in existen,ce. These works were not revctt<.->d with ma
sonry, but their profile was considerable. They had bcen put in
order, cnlarged, and completed. They were mounte(l with fifty
six guns, some of very heavy calibre. Batteries had bcen erected,
some along the water's edge and others on the hilllX'ks command
ing the river, all of which crossed their fire with that of a large
redoubt occupying the sandy promontory of Gloucester Point.

The bastioned fortifications of Yorktown completely enclosed
that small town. The line of 'Yarwick Creek which }Iagru
der had selected at the last moment was not so well fortified by
art as by nature. The souree of this brook lie:! at twenty-four
hundrl>d metres from the bastions of Yorktown, the space be
tween these two points (for the most part open country) being
commanded by a lunette, a few breastworks, and an ullfini8hed
redoubt. The course of 'Yarwick Creek is bordered throughout
by dense foresUi, through which wind tortuous roads difficult to
find, laid out on a spongy and broken soil. The upper part of
this stream is slow and muddy, about twenty metres in breadth,
with marshy banks, and commanded on both sides by slight un
dulations in the ground. It was intersected by five dams, two
of which were formerly used to collect the water for milling pur
poses, the three others having been constructed by Magruder.
They produced, by rct.'lining the waters, an artificial inundation,
which is the best of all defences. In the rear of each of these
dams, thc only accc,;sible point,; to an a,·;ailant, rose a small redan.
The lower part of the "rarwick, subjcet to the influence of the
tide, was surroumlec] by a triple enclosure of hardened mild, im
penetrable canebrakc.", and swampy forests, whieh forbade ap
proach even to the boldest hunter. This line presented all those
peculiarities which render offensive war so difficult in Amcriea;
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bnt Ma",<JTUder was not in a condition to dispute its possession for
any length of time with the powerful army which had at length
encountered his pickets on the 5th of April. The division with
which he had been charged to protect the peninsula since the pre
ceding autumn numbered only eleven thousaud men. The mili
tary authorities of the Confederacy had not guessed or known in
advance, as it was pretended at the time, the change of base of
the army of the Potomac, or they were singularly careless and
improvident, for after McClellan had embarked the greatest por
tion of his troops at Alexandria, Johnston with all his forces was
still waiting for him on the Rapidan. Disturbed by the same
fears which had beset Mr. Lincoln, the cabinet of Mr. Davis
dared no more than he to uncover their capital; so that on the
arrival of McClellan before Yorktown with his fifty-eight thou
sand men, not a single soldier had as yet been Bent to reinforce
Magruder. These facts, which have been officially proved since
the close of the war, afford the most conclusive evidence in favor
of the plan which the commander-in-chief of the army of the Po
tomac bad undertaken to carry out. If the line of dcfence se
lected by Magruder was naturally strong, it was too much ex
tended, since the Confederate general had only cleven thousand
soldiers to occupy about twenty kilometres. He had placed six
thousand men at Gloucester Point and at Yorktown, and in a
small work situated on the James, so that he bad only five thou
sand left to defend the whole course of \Varwick Creek. Conse-·
quentIy, the Richmond authorities, being fully cOl1\'inced that he
would not be able to maintain himself in that position, sent him
a formal order tD evacnate Yorktown and to abandon the entire
peninsula. But Magruder's obstinacy was proverhial among his
old comrades. He refused to obey, and prepared to rCflist the
enemy by placing his troops ncar the dams and among the few
clearings adjaeent to the stream, so as to deceive the J<:cderals re
ganling his real strength. The latter, being received by a well
sustained fire on their appearance, imagined themi:lelvcs confronted
by the 8kirmishers of an army conccaled by the forest; and Gencral
KcyC8, commanding a column of more than twenty-five thousand
men which had thus unexp()ctedlyencountered \Varwick Creek,
did not consider himself strong enough to force a passage. Gcneml

m
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McClellan, equally deceived by appearances, thought he had again
found behind those mysterious forests the Confederate army which
had evacuated Manassas one month before, and did notdare to thrust
his sword through the slight curtain which his able adversary had
spread before his vision. A vigorous attack upon either of the dams,
defended by insignificant works, would have had every chance of
success. The enemy could have been kept in suspense by several
feints; there were men enough to attempt three or four principal
attacks at once; it was ellSY, in short, to harass him in such a
manner that his line of defence would inevitably have"been pierced
at the expiration of twenty-four hours. In that ca.<;e Magruder
would have paid dear for his audacious resolution, the defenders
of Warwick Creek would have been scattered, and Yorktown in
vested on every side. This place could have been masked until
a vigorous bombardment should have compelled it to surrender,
and by pressing Magruder close, the whole peninsula would have
fallen into the possession of the Federals in a few days. This is
what General McClellan would not have failed to do if he had
known the situation of his adversaries as their published reports
have ren~aled it since. But at that critical moment no infor
mation was received either from spies or from other sources to
convey to him the faintest idea of their weakness. The line of
defence they had adopted rendered it impossible for him to feel
his way before assaulting them seriously. He could not compel
them to show themselves except by crossing the narrow dams
whieh intersected 'Varwick Crcek. To attempt this operation he
had deemed it proper to wait for the arrival of McDowell's three
divisions, which were to turn the enemy's line by the left flank of
York River. But on the very evening he reconnoitred the posi
tions of his adversaries he WllS apprised of the dt'plomble decision
by which the President withdrew from him this entire m'my corps.
An independent command, comprising Fort :Monroe and the very
country in which the army of the Potomac was then operating, had
been created a short time before in favor of General 'V001. Fi
nally, the naval force which had been relied upon to assist in the
aUnek 011 the batteries of Yorktown declared that the necessity
of keeping a watch over the Virginia did not permit the de
tachmcnt of a sufficient number of vessels for that service. This
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was, indeed, a succession of disappointments, and at a time when
it was too late to draw back. It may be urged that this should
have been considered as an additional reason for hastening opera
tions, as the chance of obtaining an important success was well
worth the risk that might be incurred. The army needed a daring
stroke (coup d'audace). Its morak would have suffered l~s from
a sanguinary check than from the fruitless fatigues of a prolonged
siege; such a success, in short, would have secured to General
McClellan the efficient co-operation of his- government. But he
would not compromise the young army entrusted to his care in
an enterprise which he considered too hazardous. Thinking that
the national cause could endure delays and slow movements, but not
such another disaster as that of Bull Run, he preferred to rely
upon the superiority of his artillery in order to dislodge the ene
my from his lines.

The Confederates, always under arms, exhausted by contin
nouS" service, did not understand what could delay an attack the
issue of which they had such good cause to dread. In the mean
time, behind the trees which limited their view, on the southern
bank ofthe Warwick, the whole Federal army was at work, 9recting
batteries and constructing long solid corduroy causeways through
the marshy forests, to make a practicable pas.'lage for cannon. But
the time which was thus spent was entirely to the advantage of
the Confederates. In fact, Magruder's disobedience had been at _
once acquiesced in. Johnston, leaving the large Federal gar
rison of \Vashington to prepare for imaginary combats, quitted
the borders of the Rapidan, sending a portion of his forees into
the peninsula, while he concentrated himself with the remainder
around Richmond.

Some regiments, assembled in hlL'lte, had already been forwarded
to Yorktown, and Magruder had begun to receive his first rein
forcements two days after the arrival of the Federals before that
place. "Then, therefore, after eleven days of reconnaissances and
preparatory labors, McClellan determined at IlL'lt to attack him,
his forces were doubled, and his line of defence completed. The
numerical di.'lproportion between the two parties, however, was
nearly as great as before; for the one hundred thousand men em
barked at Alexandria were at 1:.l.'oIt assembled on the narrow ex-
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tremity of the peninsula, and the President had just informed
General :McClellan that one of the divisions of :McDowell's corps
was restored to him; this was Franklin's division, which had been
earnestly asked for, and granted as a kind of compromise between
the various campaign plans which had been urged upon the ac
ceptance of :Mr. Lincoln.

On the 16th of April General :McClellan decided to attack
the one of the three dams constructed by the enemy which
was the lowest on Warwick Creek. Situated at a distance of
about one thousand metres above Lee's :Mills, it formed the centre
and, areording to the avowal of the Confederates, th.e wcakest
point of their line. A general cannonade was opened, from York
town to Lee's :Mills, so as not to draw the enemy's attention ex
clusively to the point where it was intended to begin by silencing
his artillery. But instead of making the assault immediately
after, the cannonade was prolonged for six hours, and thus :Magru
der was given ample time to prepare for defence wherever he
might be menaced. At last, towards four o'clock, four companies
of the Third Vermont, supported by the fire of twenty-two can
non which had already dismounted two of the thrl:'e guns in the
enemy's work, bravely rushed to the assault of that work. The
Federals, crossing 'Varwick Creek with great boldness below the
dam, took possession of the breastworks which commanded it,
.after an engagement in whidl they Pllt to flight two regiments of
the enemy, the Fifteenth North Carolina and the Sixteenth Geor
gia. The most difficult part of the task was areomplished, a foot
hold ha~'ing been obtained on the other side of the creek; all that
remained to be done was to take advantllge of the surprise of the
enemy to push regiml:'nt after regiment as rapidly as possible
across the ford, to pass beyond the breastworks, to take possession
of the redoubt, and thus to pierce the enemy's line; but the
generals of various grades who had organized this demonstration
had failed to agree beforehand as to the importance it was to as
sume, and much precious time was lost.

For an hour the foremost assailants exhaustl:'d themselves without
receiving anyother reinforcement than fi ve or six hundred men ofthe
Fourth and Sixth Vermont. The enemy took advantage of this
delay to mass all his available forces upon the point menaced: that
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is t{) say, more than two divisions. The small body of Federal troops
could not attack the redoubt, where the Confederates were increas
ing in number at every instant, but they made a stubborn defence
in the breastworks they had conquered. Being finally overwhelmed
by numbers, they were obliged to retire, and recross the river after
losing more than two hundred in killed and wounded.

Although the Confederates were in a much better condition to
repulse that attack on the 16th of April than they would ha\-e
bcen on the 6th or the 7th, still, if the Federals had followed up
the success of the Third Vermont, they would probably have
pierced the line of Warwick Creek, and compelled Magruder tQ
fight, without any point of support, the forty thou~nd men they
could have massed on that strip of land.

This unfortunate affair produced a sad impression on the mind
of the soldiers who had seen their comrades sacrificed without
any orders being given to go to their assistance. It was more
over the signal for new delays. On the following day, General
McClellan decided to rel:!ort to the sure but slow means of a "regu
lar siege. The surroundings of Yorkt{)wo alone afforded means
of approach well adapted for this kind of attack; and on the
17th of April, the first parallel was opened at the head of a ra
vine situat.ed about two thousand metres from one of the bastions.
The inventive and laborious genius of the Americans had there
an opportunit)· to signalize itself. The whole army set to work
to cut roads, to construct bridges, to prepare places d'arma, to
establish wharves, to dig trenches, and to erect batteries. Nothing
was to be seen except manufactures of gabions and fascines. The
siege equipage was landed, by dint of patience and exertion; can
non weighing as much as 10,000 kilogrammes, and thirteen-inch
mortars, were placed in position. These immense labors, super
intended in detail by the general-in-chief, who gave himself up
entirely to his old specialty as an engineer officer, were prosecu
ted with the greatest activity. The woods and some undulations
in the ground concealed them from the Confederates, whose shells,
thrown at random, generally passed above the workmen, shatter
ing the tall trees of the forest in their career.* Nevertheless, in
spite of all their diligence, the time was passing away, precious

* For ODe month the headquartel"ll of the army were within reach of the ene·
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time for military operations, for the winter rains were over, and
the great summer heat had not yet set in. The army was im
patiently waiting for the moment when all the guns which had
been placed in position with 80 much trouble should finally break
the silence, and, crushing the enemy with their fire, compel him to
a precipitate retreat. The commanders contemplated the new works
which were being thrown up as if by magic along the whole Con
federate line, by great gangs of negroes and soldiers; they thought
of the assault which would probably follow the bombardment,
and were measuring with some uneasiness the vast space of ground
tlwept by the fire of' the adversary, which their young soldiers
would have tp pass over.

The decisive moment was drawing near, and both sides seemed
to be preparing for it with equal ardor. Indeed, the combat of
Lee's Mills had fully vindicated Magruder in the councils of the
President of' the Confederacy, and notwithstanding the advice of
Lee, his chief of staff, and of Johnston himself, who were in
favor" of waiting for the enemy in front of Richmond, Mr.
Davis had sent the last-mentioned general into the Peninsula
with all his army, where he was to hold out at least until all the
valuable materiel accumulated in Norfolk could be plaeed in safety.

On the other hand, Franklin's division had rejoined McClellan
on the 22d of April. It had at first been intended for the iu
vestment of Gloucester Point, but instead of attempting a sudden
assault in that direction, McClellan had preferred to leave it
for a few days on board the trausports which had brought
it over, in order that it might take advantage of the effect of the
bombardment to asc'Cnd York River at the fin;t signal. Every
thing was to be ready for the 5th of May; hut the day before, at
dawn, the Confederate army had disappeared: it had evacuated
Yorktown during the night. This movement had been de
termiued upon since the 30th of April, at a council of war
held in Yorktown by J effen-on Davis, Lee, Johnston, and Ma
gruder. The evacuation of Norfolk, which followed as a result,
was to be effected at the same time.

my's projectiles. The latter tried in vain to discover their locality, and during
that entire month but one single Confederate cannon-ball whistled above the
tents of the general staff.
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To ascertain the range of some one-hundred and two-hun
dred pounders which had just been placed in position, a few pro
jectiles had been thrown into Yorktown. The sight of the dam
age they had caused was a wholesome warning to the Confeder
ate chiefs, who, knowing themselves to be on the eve of a bombard
ment, had no desire to wait for its effects. When this decision
had heen adopted, Johnston emptied hi!'! magazines, moved away
his maUriel and wagons, and established at the halting-places
designated in his line of retreat such provisions as his army would
need every evening after a rupid march. In order to conceal his
movements, he had sacrificed his heavy artillery, which had kept
up a continuous fire upon the besiegers to the last moment, the
intensity of which had even been doubled on the evening of the
3d of May so as to deceive them more thoroughly. Seventy-one
guns of various calibres were the only trophies abandoned to the
Federals. The only thing which detracted from the merit of this
able retreat was the commission of certain barbarous acts which
the usages of war do not justify. Bombshells and infernal ma
chines were placed in the huts and storehouses, so that they would
explode under the feet of the first persons who might be drawn
thither by curiosity. A few unfortunate individuals having been
killed in this manner, General McClellan very properly employed
the Confederate prisoners in ridding Yorktowll of these danger
ous snares.

When the Federal artillerists beheld the first rays of the sun
lighting up the abandoned entrenchments, they felt for a moment
stupefied. So much labor should at least have ended in a fight,
and they had not even the satisfaction of trying those new guns
from which they had expected such powerful effects. It was a
serious disappointment to all. They were compensated, however,
by the immediate prospect of a forward march and a campaign
which promised to be thenceforth full of activity.

In evacuating Yorktown the Confederates abandoned York
River to the Federals. The latter, therefore, had control of one
of the flanks of the peninsula, and were able, by means of a
landing, to demolish all the defences by which the enemy might
have attempted to stop them between Yorktown and West Point.
The arm)· of the Potomac could not allow Johnston to escape a
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second time, as he had already done at MaJUlS..'l8S. It was import
ant to overtake him at all hazards, in order if possible to tum
his retreat into a rout, or at least not to allow him leisure to in
terpose a new barrier against the Federal army on its mareh
upon the Confederate capital. The peninsula is so narrow that
in mallY places the roads, which pass through it longitudinally,
are merged into Ii single road-a road where wagons can only
proceed in single file, and where, as it is imp08Sible for more than
four men to march abreast, the troops are obliged to break by the
flank. To make an army of one hundred and twenty thousand
men, accompanied by immense mattriel, follow this single road,
was a simple impossibility; the head would have reached West
Point before the rear had left Yorktown; it became necessary to
take advantage of the opening of York River to transport a part
of the army by water. Franklin's division was already embarked,
and the numerous transports which performed the victualling
service for the army took three others on board, to land them
near the mouth of the Pamunky in York River, so as to menace
seriously the line of retreat of the Confederate army. The land
route was reserved by McClellan for the remainder of the army.
The advance-guard consisted of Stoneman's division, comprising
a little over four regiments of ca~alry, two of which were regu
lars, and four batteries of regular horse artillery. Hooker's di
vision followed on the direct road from Yorktown to Willialll&
burg, while Smith, cr08Sing Warwick Creek at Lee's Mills, struck
into a cross-road to the left leading to within sixteen hundred metres
of Williamsburg, where it again joined the main road. Kearny's
division held itself in readiness to follow Hooker, and those of
Couch and Casey to march in rear of Smith.

Meanwhile, the retreat of the Confederate army, which had
been carefully planned, was conducted with the great~st order.
A larbre quantity of the mat~riel had been transported to West
Point by water, whence it could be forwarded to Richmond by
mil, and a considerable portion of the army was one or two days'
march in advance of the rear-guard. The task of covering this
retreat had been entrusted to Longstreet's corps, whose chief had
already given token of those remarkable qualities which made
him the best of Lee's lieutenants. The Hampton legion closed up
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the march; this name was given to a brigade of cavalry, accom
panied by a few pieces of artillery, which had been raised in South
Carolina by the general whose name it bore. The small space of'
ground on which Williamsburg is built was designed by nature
to have an important bearing on the retreat of the Confederates.
It was a narrow gate, easily kept clo!!ed, through which the whole
army had to file in a single colwnn, and which it was neressary
to guard against the seizure of the enemy until the last man had
passed.

Defensive works Qf con~iderable strength had been constructed
there. The two streams, College Creek and Queen's Creek, which,
88 they wind through the dense woods, form numerous ponds
in their course, take their rise at a distance of one kilometre from
each other. The swamps by which they are surrounded soon ren
der them impassable even for infantry. The space intervening
between these two water-courses was for the most part occupied
by a cultivated clearing. The woods had been cut down, and
the skirt of the forest, being thus extended farther to the south-east
by this abatis, described a concave arc of a circle enveloping this
small open plateau at the south from one stream to the other. It
was here that the two roads from Lee's Mills, on the south, and
from Yorktown, on the east, met. A large work closed at the
gorge, called Fort Magruder, rose at a distance of three or four
hundred metres in the rear of this intersection; it commanded
both roads and the entire isthmus. To the north-east and to the
south-we'lt the Confederates had constructed, on the west bank of
the two streams where the forest had been cut down, a chain
of small redoubts, which defended the few passages practicable
for infantry. These passages consisted of three dams, two on
Queen's Creek and one on College Creek, so narrow that a few
men lying in ambush would have barred their approaches to a
whole column.

Longstreet, after evacuating Yorktown during the night of the
3d-4th of May, proceeded rapidly toward William'lburg, situated
two thousa"nd seven hundred metres beyond Fort Magruder, on
the road to Richmond, for he intended to make there his 61'8t halt
on the journey. The Federals allowed him to gain a pre<'ious
advance during the first hours of that difficult retreat, for they

"-- --
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were not early risers in the Union armies. The disappointment
was so great at the sudden departure of the Confederates that at
first it could not be believed; and when the evidence was con
clusive, everything had to be organized for an advance, which
had not been contemplated. The troops had eaten nothing; the
rations had not been distributed; many regiments had sent their
wagons to a distance of several leagues to obtain them. In short,
the cavalry division oIlly took up its line of march between ten
and eleven o'clock, Hooker at one o'clock, Smith a little later,
and the other three divisions only at the cloliC of the day. With
a little more celerity the Confederate detachments which fell back
upon Williamsburg from Lee's Mills would have been inter
cepted by the Federal cavalry before they could have reached
that town.

In spite of all his activity, Stoneman was unable to repair the
delay, which could not be imputed to him. Stimulated by certain
indications which revealed to him the recent passage of the enemy,
such as bivouac fires still burning, he hurried the march of his
division; but the Confederate troops who followed the Lee's
Mills road had too much the start. They were overtaken only by a
small detachment led by the Duc de Chartres, which was not strong
enough to check the enemy's column; the Federal cavalry, how
ever, had the good fortune to pick up a few prisoners on its flanks.
Whatever might have been Stoneman's diligence in other respects,
he could not have seriously embarrassed Longstreet's march; for
unforeseen accidents supervened to delay still further the infantry
destined to sustain him, and thus deprived him of the last chance
of overtaking the enemy in time. There was an entire ignorance
of the country at the Federal headquarters, the ground already
occupied, of which the engineers had made some rough sketches,
being the only section known; consequently, mistakes were un
avoidable. Having reached the forks of one of the numerous
roads whi('h pursue their winding course from clearing to clear
ing, Smith's division, which kept to the left, took a wrong direc
tion, and struck again into the principal road between Yorktown
and Williamsburg. It thus passed in front of Hooker's division,
to which this road had been assigned, stopped its heads of column,
and threw confusion into the march of the troops who were hud-
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dIed together with their artillery and baggage on a single road.
From this moment it became impossible to compel the enemy to
fight in front of the pass he had fortified; for while the Federal
columns were advancing very slowly along the crowded road on
the right, on the left the advance guard, consisting of Emory's
brigade of cavalry, having no infantry to support it, was forced to
watch the enemy at a distance. The latter, plunging finally into
the forest which connected Queen's and College Creeks, reached
Fort Magruder and the chain of adjoining works. The artillery
of the Hampton Legion, together with a few regiments of infantry
which formed the rear-guard, finding this formidable line of de
fences very convenient, hastened to occupy it in order to hold the
Federals in cheek, who were pressing them very close; and when
the latter appeared on the edge of the forest, they were reeeived
by a tremendous fire. In the mean time, the Sixth cavalry, hav
ing discovered a fordable crossing of Queen's Creek, vigorously
charged upon the Confederates, drove them from their advanced
positions, and captured their first redoubt; but the latter, having
taken refuge in the second, soon obliged the assailants to fall back.
The sight of the numerous works oceupied by the enemy was a
real discovery to the Federals; they had no more idea of their
existence than they had of Warwiek Creek a month before. The
C.onfederates, on their part, fearing, no doubt, to be taken in flank
by the landing of troops on York River, had not thought at first
of availing themselves of these works; they had made no prep
arations for defending them, and it was only when Hampton was
closely pressed. that, finding them in his path on the evening of
the 4th, he occupied a portion of them in order to retard the
march of the Federals. As will be seen presently, the Confed
erate generals whose duty it was to cover the retreat were them
selves very little acquainted with the position and importance of
some of these entrenchments.

Stoneman had lost about forty men by the fire of the redoubts,
and one of his gnns remained immovable in the swamp. He
bad retired on this side of the forest to wait for the infantry,
whieh was slow in coming up; General Sumner, whose rank ga\"e
him the command, had stopped this infantry within five kilome
tres of ~ort Magruder, not being then aware that the enemy was

VOL. II.-2



18 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

so near him. When the din of battle struck the ear of that old
and valiant soldier, he immediately pushed forward Smith's divis
ion; but it was already getting dark, and before these troops
could be deployed for battle the increasing darkness compelled
them to postpone the fight till the next day. Sumner himself
having insisted, despite the obscurity of the night, npon reconnoi
tering the enemy's positions in person, fell among their pickets,
was fired npon at short range, became lost in a swamp, from
which he was unable to extricate himself, and passed the entire
night at the foot of a tree between the two hostile lines. In the
mean while, Hooker, finding the road he followed obstructed by
Smith, took the one to the left, which had originally been assigned
to the latter. His intention was to turn the enemy's works and
enter Williamsburg the same evening. But after marching a
considerable distance in the night, he was obliged, like. the rest, to
halt his columns to avoid going astray.

The dawn of the next day, the 5th of May, was sad and gloomy.
Torrents of rain had during the whole night deluged the bivouacs
of the young Federal soldiers, most of whom were without rations
and covering. The wet roads had become frightful mud-holes.
On the left the division of Hooker, on the right that of Smith,
with Stoneman's cavalry, were in the presence of the enemy; but
these troops had waited in vain during the entire night for orders
from Sumner, their common chief, of whose misadventures they
had no knowledge; the three divisions of Kearny, Couch, and
Casey, designed to support them, could only communicate with
them through an almost impassable road from twelve to fifteen
kilometres in length; finally, the remainder of the troops were
slowly embarking at Yorktown under the direction of the general
in-<lhief. Such was the situation of the army of the Potomac on
the morning of the 5th of May.

The Confederates had all the advantage of position on their
side. Longstreet had been made aware of the error he had com
mitted in not occupying and strengthening the lines of defence
around Williamsburg by the engagement of his rear-guard on the
evening of the 4th. During the night he countermanded the
march of his whole corps and brought it back into these lines;
this time he was determined to dispute their possession, with th~



WILLIAMSBURG. 19

Federals with the utmost vigor, and to keep the latt~r in check
sufficiently long to place the rest of the army out of reach of their
attacks.

Only a portion of his troops had arrived and taken position
im·ide of the works, when, toward seven o'clock in the morning,
Hooker, emerging out of the Lee's Mills road, attacked his right.
Longstreet's artillery, posted inside of Fort Magruder and in the
adjacent redoubts, crossed its fire with that of the Confederate
infantry over the narrow open space which the assailants had to
cross. The latter, being actually afraid to manoouvre under such
a fire, had deployed their batteries before crossing the forest. But
the thickness of the undergrowth having broken their ranks, they
no longer possessed that compactness which is required for a vigor
ous charge; and instead of pushing forward, they halted on the
edge of the wood. Unable to overcome this obstacle, they am
bushed themselves in the abatis, from whence they opened fire upon

• the enemy. The three batteries of the division came to their II&

sistance and boldly took position at the point most exposed, which
was at the outlet of the road; but the enemy's missiles were soon
concentrated upon them, overthrowing gunners and horses before
they were able to fire a single shot. The Federals were not dis
couraged on this account; willing hands came forward to serve
the guns; they even succeeded in gaining an advantage over the
Confederate canuon and in silencing the fire of Fort Magruder.
At this juncture the Confederates seemed to be wavering; but
Hooker's soldiers, who had been more under fire than they, had
suffered too seriously to take advantage of this momentary hesita
tion. The remaiuder of Longstreet's corps reached the sceue of
action and assumed the offensive in its turn. In order to preserve
his position, Hooker was obliged to engage his very last man. A
desperate struggle took place in the abatis; "the two hoatile lines
wavered in front of each other; the Federals were driven back
severnl times, but their lost ground was as often recovered. It was
now one o'clock. Hooker had been sustaining the fight alone
sinre morning; no reinforcement had reached him, no order, no
message; while along the rest of the line the utmost silence pre
vailed. To the left he had sent Emory with his cavalry and three
regiments of infantry to try to attack the Confederate line by
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cr08sing the dam which intersects College Creek; but Emory,
afraid of going astray, proceeded witb the utmost mution, and
wasted the whole day without reaching the enemy. On tIle right
of Hooker, Smith's division was drawn up across the Yorktown
road, in the rear of the wood, very narrow at thi'3 place, which
intercepts the view of Fort Magruder; bnt although this division
was on)y separated by fourteen or fifteen hundred metres from
that which is engaged, there was no connecting link between them;
the wood which stretches between the two roads they had followed
remained unoccupied, and even unexplored.

Smith had not yet fired a single shot. The three corps com
manders of the army of the Potomac, whom chance had brought
together, had established their headquarters alongside of his
division; they held a conference; and as is almost invariably the
case under similar circumstanees, they secured no concert of action
to the Fedeial army. There was but one movement ordered to be
made in the course of the morning. Having been informed of
the exist{lnce of one of the dams which obstruct the passage of
Queen's Creek, they sent to seize it one of Smith's brigades, COID

mandetl by General Hancock, a young officer but little known at
the time. There yet remained Smith's two other brigades, his ar
tillery and that of the cavalry division, about six or seven thou
sand men, with thirty pieces of cannon. Notwithstanding the
constantly increasing dill of battle in which Hooker was engaged
on the left, despite the urgent messages of the latter, Sumner
refused to bring his troops under fire, and confined himself to
hastening the arrival of those already on the march. Doubtless
he had then but a very small force at hiB disposal to cover the
outlet of the Yorktown road-an outlet which it was essential to
dcfend at all hazards; for the least symptom of a retreat would
ha\'e thrown the long column which erowded upon that road into
indescribable confusion. But the surest way of maintaining his
ground would have been to engage the fight along the whole line,
thereby dividing the forces of the enemy, instead of allowing his
ad\'ersary to concentrate his troops, to crush one of his Willg'!',
as he was actually doing. Indeed, the repeated efforts of the Con
fe(lerates succeeded at last ill shaking the confidence of Hooker's
sohliel"8, who fclt themselves unsupported; they lost the abatis



WILLIAJISBURG. 21

where they had held out so long, and, while still fighting, slowly
fall back across the woods which they had occupied in the
morning. Two batteries, the horse." of which have all been killed,
are left upon the ground. In falling back Hooker uncovers the left
flank of the troops who had remained under arms on the Y ork
town road while he was fighting. The woods by which they are
!'urrounded shut out the enemy from view, but the balls whist
ling among the trees and dealing destruction in their ranks an
nounce his approach. Consequently, a certain amount ot dis
quietude is manifested among those young soldiers who are
I)reparing for battle under the blows of an adversary yet
invisible.

The situation was becoming serious j but the critical moment
was selected by fortune for a sudden change. Stimulated less by
Sumner's pressing orders than by the sound of cannon which
called him to the field, Kearny comes at last to Hooker's a.s
sistance. Pushing his division along the road, which is encum
bered with wagons, he has turned to the left, like the latter, and
after making his men, fatigued by a long march, throw off their
knapsacks, he deploys them with as much precision as if on a
drill-ground. Of a character difficult to manage, of a quick I
temper, of a sharp and satirical turn of mind, this admirable
soldier became a different man as soon as he found himself in
the pt'E.'Sence of the enemy. His calmness, his piercing glance,
his clear voice, his orders, always precise, inspired the confidence
of all those who served under him. Deploying two brigades in
line of battle, and holding the third in reserve, he allows Hook
er's soldiers to pass between the intervals of his battalions, and
takes up the battle in the wood in their place. He arrives in
time to rescue one of the two batteries abandoned a moment
before, which the enemy was about to seize. The latter, after
a stubborn resista~ce, is driven back as far as the abatis j but he
maintains himself a long time on that difficult ground, being
~upported by the fire from his own works. A final effort on the
part of the entire division wrests at last a portion of the abatis
from the Confederates, at the very time that the darkness of the
evening is beginning to spread over the 10ng-contested battle-field.

On the right the Fedemls have at last decided to take part in



22 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

the battle. Toward four o'clock, just as Kearny was coming to
Hooker's assistance, the head of the long column which followed
the Yorktown turnpike emerges into the clearing where Smith's
troops are drawn up. Peck's brigade, which is the first to make
its appearance, enters the wood and vigorously attacks the left of
the forces opposed to Hooker and Kearny, thus making a valuable
diversion in favor of the latter. The first to rt'ach the scene of
c'Qnllict at this opportune moment arc the Lafayette Guards; en
couraged by their commander, Colonel de Trobriand, and sustained
by their French animation, they have overcome all the oh>tacles
in the road. They penetrate into the wood, reeking with a damp
smoke, where the halls whistle through the thick foliage of the
forests, and gaily rush forward in search of that baptism of fire
the honor of which is reserved to all, but for which many among
them wiII have to pay with their lives. In the mean while, on
the extreme right, Hancock with his brigade had cros..."Cd Queen's
Creek in the morning, and finding a small redoubt unoccupied
on the other bank had planted himself in it. This redoubt was
a link in the chain of works of which Fort Magruder was the
centre. Finding no enemy before him, Hancock fearlessly ad
vancw with his three or four thousand men; a second and a
third redoubt, likewise deserted, are pa.'lsed, when he arrives
at last in sight of the left flank of Fort Magruder and the whole
Confederate army. If he had been at the head of a division, he
illight have fallen suddenly upon the enemy, and probably obtained
a decided suc'cess. But his force was not strong enough to at
tempt such a bold stroke, being so far from the reach of any
reinforcements. The utmost that he could do was to hold the
po::;ition of which he had so unexpectedly taken possession, and to
wait for the arrival of a sufficient force to avail himself of the ad
vantages which it offered. But the reinforcem~nts he asked for
were refused, as they had been to Hooker, the only replies to his
urgent appeals being repeated orders for him to fall back. Fcel
ing how important it was to hold a position which took all the ene
ill)"S defences in the rear, and which would probably cost wave'!
of blood to reconquer, he contented himself by merely evacuating
the foremost redoubt, and determined to defend the others at all
rL'lk. Fortunately for the Fedemls, if their general staff was de-
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ficient, that of their adversaries was even more so, and the con
nection which such a corps ought to preserve between all sections
of an army was entirely wanting in the Confederate ranks. In
consequence of this defect of organization, Longstreet was not
apprised of Hancock's movement, nor of the menacing position
which the latter had taken upon his flank. It is certainly strange
that the Confederates should have allowed those four Federal bat
talions to remain in peaceful possession during a whole day of a
redoubt by which their entire line of defence could be turned ;
but is it not more singular that none of them even thought of 0c

cupying the works they had constructed with their own hands
in anticipation of such a struggle?

It is already four o'clock; Hooker has been driven back into
. the woods, anrl the approaches to Fort Magruder are entirely free;
it is at this juncture that Longstreet turns his attention, for the
first time, toward his left, and perceivin~ Hancock, thinks of
dislodging him. He sends against him Early's brigade, the com
mander of which was destined, like his young adversary, to play
an important part during the remainder of the war. Seeing the
Federals fall hack upon the farthest redoubt, Early's soldiers im
agine that they are already in flight and rush upon them; but
being received at point-blank range by a well-directed fire, they
are driven back in disorder. The Federals, urged on by the valiant
Hancock, pursue them sword in hand. It is now five o'cloek
the moment when Kearny comes into line at the other extremity
of the battle-field. .

General McClellan at last arrived among the combatants.
While a salvo of musketry and the hurrahs of Hancock's brigade
announced to him this brilliant passage-at-arms from a distance,
the Federal troops, massed in various plaee..~ along the road, who
had felt most keenly the absence of all direction during the battle,
received their chief with acclamations. The Confede.rates, on their
side, satisfied in having held their ground around Fort Magruder,
did not attempt another attack against Hancock. Night came on
while the various Federal corps recently arrived were taking their
position, and the left was forming a connection with the right;
the continuation of the battle was therefore adjourned to the next
day.
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Recognizing at first glance the importance of the position so
fortunately maintained by Hancock, McClellan saw at once that
all the Confederate defences were turned, and that the troops as
sembled around him would suffice to make them fitll. Besides,
the obstruction of the road over which he had just passed had
convinced him that the two divisions whose embarkation he had
suspended at the moment of his departure, to forward them to
the scene of action, would not arrive in time if the battle was re-:
newed. He therefore ordered them back to the transports which
were to convey them to West :Point. He was not, howeYer, with
out some uneasiness regarding the issue of the next day's fight;
for with such young soldiers a panic was alwa.ys to be feared; and
having desired to take the offensive, he thought the enemy might
try to forestall him by an early morning attack. But Johnston,
who had only halted for the purpose of covering his retreat, and
who was aware of his great numerieal inferiority to the Federals,
saw that a longer stay in front of Williamsburg with Hancock
on his flank might compromise the very existence of the troops
who had been in action the day before. During the night he
ordered Longstreet to evacuate all the positions lle had so vigor
ously defended, and hastily resumed his march in the direction
of Richmond with all his troops. This was a wise decision; for
at Williamsburg he could have made but a short resistance, the
FederalH having it always in their power to land troops higher up
York River and menace his line of retreat. Besides, it never had
been his intention to prolong the struggle in the peninsula. It
was only through necessity, and in order to resist the persistent
attacks of Hooker, that he had been finally induced to impart the
proportions of a pitched battle to a simple affair of the rear-guard.
This battle was a first ordeal to most of the troops engaged on
both sidcs; it showed how much the spirit of the two armies had
been improved since the beginning of the war. Early's brigade,
which, while charging Hancock's troops, cried out to them ironi
eally, "Bull Run," learnt to its own cost that it had committed
an anachronism. Differing widely from the encounter of which
the Manassas plateau had been the scene the preceding year, this
bloody and undecided battle, continued during an entire day on a
narrow space of ground, marks, in fact, the real commencement of
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the long struggle between the two large armies of the Potomac
and Xorthern Virginia, which, after unheard-of sacrifices on both
sides, terminated in the annihilation of the latter at the end of
three years.

The town of Williamsburg was full of Confederate wounded.
The spacious halls of the college, which had been converted into
a hospital, presented a painful sight to the uninitiated. But the
most cruel sufferings were reserved for those soldiers of both par
ties who had fallen in the midst of the abatis. Hidden under
the branches of the felled trees, they escaped for a long time the
most active search, and on the third day after the battle some
were tnken out who had yet a spark of life. During the evening
of that same day the dry wood was set on fire by accident; the
oonOagration spread rapidly, and stiOing the agonizing cries of
those who were perhaps still waiting for the succor of their
friends, swept away the last traces of the victims of the struggle.

The Confederates had three thousand men disabled, and left
six hundred unhurt prisoners in the hands of the Federals. The
latter lost two thousand and seventy-three men in killed and
wounded, and six hundred and twenty-three prisoners. Two
thirds of these losses fell to the share of Hooker's division, at
the evening roll-mll of which one thousand five hundred and
seventy-five combatants were missing, one thousand two hundred
and forty of whom had fallen by the fire of the enemy. These
telling figures show that it had borne the whole brunt of that
day's fight.

The Federals ~ad lost six guns, but they picked up six others,
which the enemy abandoned in the suburbs of WilliamHburg.
Everything bore evidence that the retreat of the Confederates had
at first been precipitate and disorderly. The road was strewn for
miles with cannon, wagons, and cquipments. In these trophies
the army of the Potomac beheld the most substantial proof of its
success; and on entering the forts and the town of 'Villiamsburg
the day after the important battle, it had no need to inquire
whether the enemy intended to dispute any further the possession
of th~ places. Consequently, although that battle had, in real
ity, been undecided, its effect upon the morale of the two armies
was entirely to the advantage of the Fcdeml8. Unfortunately
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for the army of the Potomac, it was unable to turn it immedi
ately to account. The difficulty ~n obtaining supplies kept it for
several days around Williamsburg. The only road from York
town, softened by the rain, obstructed by cavalry, by the reserve
park, by a part of the artillery of the divisions which had been em
barked, and by baggage of every kind which follows an army, did
not suffice for the passage of the wagons containing the necessary
rations for sixty thousand men who were assembled in Williams
burg on the 6th and 7th.

It was found necessary to establish a temporary victualling
base near that town. In one day the wooded banks of Queen's
Creek are cleared and rude wharves built, where transports come
to deposit their cargoes of salt pork, biscuit, rice, and forage,
which the army-wagons, lightened by several days' consumption,
proceed to distribute among the yarious regiments. In exchange,
the vessels receive a sad but precious cargo, consisting of all the
wounded able to bear transportation, who, after a first dressing
of their wounds, are forwarded to the large Northern cities,
where they will meet with the care, comfort, and pure air which
will solace their sufferings.

We left four divisions at Yorktown the day after the evacua
tion of" that place, ready to embark in order to reach the ex
tremity of the long estuary of York River. If conducted with
speed, this operation might be productive of brilliant results. It
assured "a new base of supplies in advance of the army, thus en
abling it to march by longer stages; by taking Williamsburg in
the rear, it rendered all resistance on the part of the Confeder
ates useless; for if they had lingered there, it would have placed
them in a most perilous position. In fact, while Johnston, with
a portion of his army, was checking the progress of the Federals
in the lines of defence at 'Villiamsburg, the remainder was dis
posed en echelon on the Richmond road; the four divisions
thrown 011 the flank of thiR road could either occupy it before the
Confederates, or surprise them on the march, throw their columns
into confusion by harassing them, or at least deprive them of all
the advantage of the start which had cost them so dear by figlJt
ing the battle of Williamsburg.

Unfortunately, notwithstanding the presence of the general-in-

•
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chief, this opportunity was lost in consequence of delays nut yet
accounted for. Two days after the evacuation of Yorktown, on
the evening of the battle or Williamsburg, these fonoes had not
yet embarked, and Franklin's division, which had newr left the
transport'l, was waiting in vain for the signal of departure. The
orders and counter-orders of which we have just spoken mused
fresh delays on the evening of the 5th of May; and leaving the
rest of the troops behind, this division stmted alone during the
night. It reached the mouth of the Pamunky River on the 6th, at
a place called Eltham, not far from the little village of Bartrams
ville. Newton's brigade, together with some artillery, was landed
before sun,-et on the right bank of the river, and the proces.'l of
disembarkation was suspended until the following day.

On the morning of the 7th this operation had just been ended
when Franklin's division was fiercely attacked by the Confe<ler
ates. The whole of Johnston's army had starte<1 early on the
6th, just a.'l Longstreet ,vas leaving \ViIliam8hllrg, and hiil heads
of column had to bivouae that evening in the vidnity of Bar
tramsville. On learning that the Federals were landing troops in
the neighborhood, the Confederate general sent Whiting's division
to surprise them in the midst of that delicate operation, to pre
vent them from menacing his flank, and to try to drive them into
the water. Franklin had landeel in a vust field surroumled by
woods on three sidE'S. The pickets ()C(~upying the<>e woods were
suddenly attacked hy Whiting and drivcn back, the combat ex
tending to the very verge of the forest. The Federals, shut up
within a narrow space of ground, and exposed to the fire of un
enemy not yet visible, had some cause to dread a renewal of the
Ball'8 Bluff disa.'lter. But a battery that had been laneled on the
day previous, and the artillery of the gunboats which accom
panie<l Franklin's expedition, opened their fire upon the skirts of
the woods, where the enemy was beginning to show himself, and
!lOOn threw his ranks into confusion. In the mean time, a brigade
of Sedgwick's division having been landed, the Fe<lerals resumed
the offensive, and easily repulsed their adversary. They did not
venture, however, to follow in pursuit. They had one hundred
and ninety-four men disabled.

Ha.'\tily falling back npon Richmond after this action, the COll-

c)ltiLE DvGoogle
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\
federates completely escaped aU further attacks of the army of
the Potomac. The Federal cavalry, despite its utmost endeavors,
was hardly able to keep within sight of their rear-guard, 80

greatly is the character of that country opposed to offensive war
fare when large masses of men have to be moved. Three days
after the battle of Williamsburg the first columns of the Fed
eral infantry left that town, and on the 10th of May the whole
army was receiving its supplies from the dllpl)t established near
Eltham. A new phase of the campaign was about to begin.
Notwithstanding Dlauy miscalculations and delays, General Mc
Clellan had succeeded in removing the seat of war from the vi
cinity of Washington to that of Richmond. He had left the
peninsula for a richer and more open country, where he couM
have plenty of elbow-room, and nothing but a battle delivered in
open field could prevent him from appearing before the works
which had been erected during the winter around the Confeder
ate capital.

Being free in his movements, how was he going to manoouvre
to attack it? For a few days his route lay entirely along the
Pamunky, which for him was a prolongation of the York River
line, through which he had up to that time received his supplies.
The ships which the enemy had sunk on the bar were BOon raised,
and the whole fleet of transport., entered that river, the slow and
muddy waters of which pursue their winding course between banks
of prodigious fertility. On their passage the silence of a still ,:ir
gin nature was temporarily succ.eeded by a show' of life, or, more
properly speaking, of buoyant activity; at night aU these vessels,
like so many fantastic apparitions, threw a glare of light across
the foliage of the tall trees whose feet were bathed by the waters.
In this way the army reached the neighborhood of Cumberland,
then that of the White House, where the Pamunky becomes
difficult of navigation, and a small railway line leading from
West Point to Richmond crosses from the left to the right side
of the river. In order to continue the campaign, McClellan had
only to follow this road by repairing it, so as to make it useful in
victualling- the army; he could thus march upon the enemy's
capital while still preserving hi~ base of operations on the Pa
munky. But just as he was preparing to make this movement
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an unlooked-for opportunity offered for adopting another plan,
which, although apparently more hazardons, promised, neverthe
Ics'3, to be surer and more decisive.

As we have said before, the Confederates had only deferred the
evacuation of Yorktown in order to secure that of Norfolk.
General Hu~er, who oceupie<1 that place with his division, had
sucreeded, like Magruder, in deceiving his adversaries in regard
to his numerical weakness, and the Federal anthorities had not
dared to send Burnside's corps, then stationed at Roanoke Island,
in ~orth Carolina, against him. There is no doubt but that these
troops would only have had to make a simpledemonstration, without
even going entirely through so difficult a country, to precipitate the
eyacuation of Norfolk, and thus deprive the Confederates of all
the materiel which they had not yet been able to transfer to Rich
mond. As soon as Huger was informed of Johnston's retreat,
he sent away all his troops, remaining almost alone in Norfolk,
ready to destroy the docks, the workshops, the hulks and all that
was left of the arsenal, as soon as the evacuation should be com
I>leted. This opemtion could have been speedily accomplished
by water, thanks to the protection of the Vi1'ginia, which kept a
watch at the entrance of the port. Her presence alone defended
the Confederate transports ascending the Jamffi against the whole
Union fleet.

By the 8th of May, Huger had completed his final prepara
til1ns for the work of destruction. Some fugitives immediately
mrried the news to Fortress Monroe. As we have already stated,
old ~neral Wool, who was in command of that place, wail no
longer under the orders of ~neral :McClellan, and the first use
he had made of his independence had been to retain upon the
glacis of the fortress the whole division which had occupied the
extremity of the peninsula during the winter. When he saw the
two hostile armies penetrate into Vir~inia after the battle of
'Villiamsburg, he was desirous to give employment to these
troops, but was afraid, at the same time, lest they should again
be placed under the orders of McClellan, so that, instead of lead
ing them into action by the side of their comrades in arms, he
coneeived the idea of making them gather cheap laurels among
the ruins of the ~orfolk arsenal. The occasion was the more
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favorable us the President, accompanied by the Secretary of War,
had arrived at Fort Monroe on that very day; they had set out
on hearing of the capture of Yorktown, and were coming to con
gratulate the army of the Potomac upon that succcss. Being
apprised by the columns of smoke which rose in thc horizon
that the propitious moment had arrived, Wool proposed to the
President to undertake an expedition against Norfolk. Max
Weber's brigade was speedily embarked, allll, to protect his de
scent, Commodore Goldsborough's fleet wa.'! ordered to escort it.
But the Confederate batteries, not ha\'ing yet been abandoned,
fired a few shots in reply, while the Virginia, which, since the
wounding of the brave Buchanan, had been commanded by Com
modore Tatnall, showed her formidable shell (carapace), and the
expedition was countermanded. Two days more were consnmed
in waiting. Finally, on the morning of the 10th, Weber dis
embarked east of Sewall's Point. This time the enemy's artil
lery was silent. Thcre was found an cntrenched camp mounting
a few guns, but absolutely deserted; General Wool reached the
city of Norfolk, which had been given up to its peaceful inhab
itants the day previous, and ha.'ltened to place a military governor
there. Thc President, who had made his entrance into the newly
conquered city with Wool, announced this cheaply-bought success
to the American people in a special bulletin, while he forgot the
words of encouragement 80 jnstly due to the soldiers who had just
fought important battles. .

Meantime, the evacuation of Norfolk was followed by an event
destined to influence military operations to a considerable extent,
of which the President was yet ignorant, and the merits of which
General Wool could not appropriate to himself. The Firginia
was no longer in existence. That formidable vessel had been
abandoned and destroyed by her crew. On the 9th of May she
was the last to come ont of that port of Norfolk, whence, during
two months, she had held the whole Federal fleet in check. 'Vas
she to make a desperate attempt to steam into Hampton Roads,
and thence either to gain the open sea or rnn the risk of being
surrounded by the debrUJ of that fleet and perish? Or was it not
better to reascend the James River, so a.'l to keep the Federal
navy away from Richmond? Tatnall adopted the latter course.
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In order to get over the sand-banks of the river more eusily, he
lightened the ship, in pursuance of his pilot's advice, by landing
the guns, ammunition and all the war mafhoiel he had on board.
But when on the 11th, this operation completed, he wished to go
up the James, the same pilots declared that, in consequence of a
westerly wind, the tide was not sufficiently high to enable the
Virginia to get over the banks. The vessel was disarmed; her
hull, rising higher than the water-line and the iron covering, was
no longer proof against Goldsborough's cannon-balls. The latter
might arrive at any moment. Tatnall was perplexed; and with
out attempting to remedy the error of the previous day, he set fire
to his ship. The James River was open. The Federal gunboats
hastened to steam into it, and ascending the stream with speed
appeared on the 15th within less than twelve kilometres of
Richmond.

There was great excitement in the Confederate mpital. The ex
cessive confidence inspired by the success of the Virginia two
months before mused her loss to be severely felt. There were
cries of treason. People expected every moment to see the broad
side of the little Mooifn,. bear upon the edifice where the delegates
of all the Southern States ,vere in session. The rich were pre
paring for flight and the poor for plunder. Courage and deter
minationwere displayed side by side with the most abject fears.
The cannon spoke out at last, and the whole day was spent in
listening to its solemn voice from a distance. It ceased to speak;
evening came, and the gunboats did not make their appearance.
Richmond was saved. The Federal flotilla had encountered a
large battery known as Fort Darling, perched upon the summit
of a steep acclivity called Drury's Bluff. A stockade rendered
it impossible to pass this battery rapidly, which was manned
with cannon of heavy calibre, while an angle in the river pre
vented the vessels from perceiving it afar off. On the 15th of
May the Monitor, accompanied by the Galena, a lightly-sheathed
gmiboat of which we have already spoken, and two wooden ves
sels, made an unsuccessful attack upon Fort Darling. The Man
um conld not give sufficient elevation to her guns to reach the
heights occupied by the ,enemy, and the two wooden vessels had
not the requisite strength to sustain the conflict. The Galena,
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commanded by the intrepid Rogers, persiRted in her efforts for a
considerable len6rth of time; but she finally withdrew, after hav
ing experienced severe 108."es and without having done lIny damage
to her ad,·ersaries. The advantage of elevated positions in defend
ing a river, which had alremly been demonstrated at Fort Donel
son, in this imitance received a new and striking confirmation.

Thus the James River, whieh had been dosed nntil then by
the presence of the Virginia, as York Ri"er had been by the can
non of Yorktown, was opcned by the destruction of that ship, just
as York River hUll been by the evacnation of the Confederate
fortress. But it was only open as far as Drnry's Bluff; in order
to overcome this last obstacle interposed between Richmond and
the Federal gunboats, the support of the land-forees was neces
sary.

On the 19th of May, COl1lmOllore Goldsborough had a confer
ence with General McClellan regarding the means to be employed
for removing that obstacle. The headquarters were at Tunstall's
station, on the railway from 'Ycst Poi nt and Hichmond. The
whole army was plaec(l en echelon within reach of this road, be
tween the Pamunky and the Chiekahominy. The latter rivcr
had been struck at Bottom's Bridge, over whieh the old llJail route
from 'Villiamsburg to Hichmond pa."ses. The enemy had not
disputed its pasi·;age. Only a few cavalry pickets hau been seen.
He was evidently reserving' his entire ti)f('e for the uefcnee of the
immediate approaches to his capital. General McClellan, as we
have stated above, might have continued to follow the railway
line, and preserved his depOt" at "'hite House on the Pamunky,
whieh would have led him to foree the passage of the Chieka
hominy abo"e Bottom's BI'idge and attempt an attack upon Rich
mond on the north side; but he could also now go to re-establish
his base of operations on Janws River, which the Virginia had
hitherto prevented him from doing. By crossing the Chieka
hominy at Bottom's Bridgp, and at some of the fords sitllat('(llower
down, between that bridge and the extreme point readl('d by 'the
tide, he was sure of encountering no resistance. The army, by
carrying in their wagons a snffieipnt quantity of pro"isions, could
have reached the bordprs of the James in two or three (lay;;:, where
its transports woul(l haw preeeclPtl it. This flank march, cfteeted
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at a sufficient distance from the enemy and COY('rl'<l by n few dem
onstrations along the Upper Chickahominy, offered him great
ad\Oantages without inyolving any risk. It enabled him to ad
vance afterward 8B far as Richmond, by following the course of a
naYigable river, open at all times, instead of obtaining his sup
plies by railway, exposed to the attacks of the enemy; it avoided
the fhrmidable obstacles which the Chickahominy interposed on
the north side, and by assaulting the city on the south side it
threatened to separate it from the rest of the Confederacy.

But to adopt this plan McClellan should have been able to
count upon an enlightened concurrence on the part of the govern
ment at Washington. Indeed, he could only have executed it by
withdrawing the imaginary protection which his army Wll.'J sup
posed to afford to the capital of the United States from a distance.
In~tead of recognizing the fact that the best way of defending the
rapital was to keep all the enemy's force.~ occupied el~ewhere, the
Federal authorities fancied that the safety of Washington depend
('(I nn the position of the army of the Potomac before Richmond.
[rnpres.o;el{ with this idea, they offered McClellan important rein
forcement", provided he would place himself to the north of the
enemy's capital. The day before Goldsborough proposed to him
to inve~t Richmond on the south, he had received a despatch from
~Ir. Lincoln informing him that McDowell's corps, reiuforced
and numbering nearly forty tholL'Jand men, was at last about to
leave the banks of the Rappahannock to c<H>perate with him
against Richmond. This cor~, with a view to avoid enormous
expenses, as well as for the purpose of covering Washington, in
stead of embarking', was to march directly southward, so as to
form the right of the army of the Potomac. It was placed under
the orders of McClellan, although an absurd restriction revealed
the old mistrlL'Jts and fears, as we know, and did not permit the
general-in-chief to separate it from the direct road from Richmond
to Washington. In thus imposing upon McClellan the nece'isity
of operating by way of the north, the Pre.'3ident did not appreci
ate the advantages of a march along the line of the .Jame.;,;, which
Grant's last campaign so clearly uemonstrated four yea1'8 later.
If McClellan could have fore"e~ll how deceptive were the promises
of reinforcement made to him at the time, he would undoubtedly

VOL. II.-3
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have declined the uncertain support of McDowell, to carry out
the plan of campaigu which offered the best chalJt~ of success
with the troops which were absolutely at his disposal. But the
formal assurances he was receiving did not permit him to ptmme
such a course, and he suborllinated his movements to those which
the President directed in person. The project of marching upon
the James was abandoned, and the army, penetrating into a country
bristling with obstacles, commenced a series of operations which
only brought forth doubtful and dearly bought successes. Resting
it" left on Bottom's Bridge, which it already occupied, and deploy
ing its right, it took a position higher up along the north side of
the Chiekahominy, to join hands with McDowell, whose arrival
was long waited for in vain, but who never made his appearance.

This army had passed through the first ordeals of the war. It
had worked in the presence of the enemy; it had fought; it had
marched; it had shown it"elf laborious, patient, intelligent. In
battle the soldiers had displayefl great personal bravery and
tenacity. It was owing to these qualities that the mismanagement
of those in command at 'Villiamsburg had not been produetive
of the fatal result" that might have been apprehended. The regi
ments whieh had suffered most in battle, if temporarily disorgan
ized, had promptly recovered their equanimity. On the march
they had been less successful. It is true that the roads were
few, narrow and in a bad condition; but this difficulty did not
quite justify the extreme slowness of their movements and the
confusion into which their columns were more than once thrown.
The American soltlier had yet much to learn in this respect; the
history of the war will show that he became in the course of time,
if not the equal of the best foot-soldiers in Europe, at least a
suffieiently good marcher to undergo, when necel'slry, one of those
long marches upon which the success of a battle frequently de
pencIl'.

But before following the army of the Potomac any further, we
must relate the events that were taking place in other parts of
Virginia at the ~ame time, and which were destined to exercise so
great amI so fatal an influence on its subsequent openltions.



CHAPTER II.

FAIR OAKS.

THE departure of General McClellan had left a clear field for
the strategic experiments of Mr. Lincoln and his military

adviscl'8. They had at once proceeded to alter all the arrange
ments that had been made by the commander of the army of the
Potomac for the safety of Washington. Instead of confining
themselves to such points as were of importance for the defence
of the capital, and considering the rest as the enemy's country,
given up to the guerillas of both parties, they sought to extend
the Federal rule over the whole region comprised between the
Rappahannock and the Potomac, and to make a political conquest
of them before having achieved the victories which alone could
secure it. 'Vith this object in view, the numerous troops they
had kept back under the pretext of protecting Washington were
scattered over so extended a line that they possessed no power of
resistance. McDowell's corps had been sent as far as the Rap
pahannock. Shields' division, detached from Banks' corps, had
come to replace under McDowell's command that of Franklin,
which had been sent to Yorktown. It had left the valley of
Virginia in the second week of May to join its new corps com
mander, who already occupied Fredericksburg with the three
divisions of Oro, McCall and King, and who was watching
an enemy reduced in reality to a thin line of mounted scouts.
Geary, with a few regiments, equivalent to a small division, oc
cupied Manassas. Banks, instead of remaining on the defensive,
after having successfully repulsed Jackson at Winchester, had
followed his adversary step by step into the great valley watered
by the Shenandoah; and the President, encouraged by this easy
success, had urged him to push on to Harrisonburg, one hundred
and ten kilometres from Winchester, without troubling himself

35
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about the dangel'R which such an ~dvanced position involved.
Once therc, hc had suddenly withdrawn from him, as we have
just stated, Shields' division, thereby reducing the number of
his forces to six 'or seven thousand men. More to the west, Fre
mont with the army of the Mountain, so called, occupied West
Virginia, which the Confederates had entirely abandoned since
the end of January. One of his brigades, commanded by Crook,
was posted on the banks of Greenbrier River, while the remain
der of his troops were encamped at Moorefield, and Franklin in
some of the numerous valleys which stretch between the ridge
of the Alleghanies. The President, after taking away B1enker'lS
division from the army of the Potomac, in order to place it at
Manassas, had sent it to Fremont, thus increasing the nnmber of
his forces to six brigades, amounting to thirteen or fourteen thou
sand men. These armies, being so 8cattered as to be unable to
give each other mutual support, were all independent of one an
other; McDowell, Geary, Bank8 and Fremont received their
orders direct from Washington. The Secretary who directed the
movements of these armies in the name of the President from
the recesses of his office, was thus preparing an inevitable defeat
for them. Jackson was not the man to neglect such an op
portunity.

Yorktown had just been evacuated. AU the Confederate forces
which were in Virginia were as8Cmbling around Richmond to
swell Johnston's army. It would have been easy for the several
Federal armies to make a corresponding movement. McDowell
could by a few days' march have joined McClellan on the borders
of the Chickahominy. Fremont oceupied the two slopes of the
Alleghanies; the Confederates, who had contested their possession
with so much fury the preceding autumn, had abandoned to him
the sources of the Potomac and the Grcenbrier; he could by push
ing his outposts into the valley of the Shenandoah have conneck'(l
with Banks, and, combined, they would have menaced Staunton
near the important passes which open into the valley of Jame:-i
River.

The Richmond authorities felt that it was necessary to prevent
this concentration of troops at any price, and that the surest way
was to rOU8C the fears of the government at Washington by a



FAIR OAKS. 37

bold stroke. Nothing further would have been required but to
wait with confidence for the errors which those alarms would be
sure to make the Federals commit. Jackson, who had never
ceased to urge an invIISion of the North, and had obeyed the
order directing him to evacuate the valley of Virginia with great
reluctance, WIIS entrusted with this wk. The Richmond govern
ment, shrewder than its adversary in the distribution of its forces,
gave him at once the means he needed. General Edward John
son, who had defended Camp Alleghany during the winter, joined
him with one brigade, while Ewell brought him a fine division
from Gordonsville. Jackson had thus twenty thousand men
under his orders; he started at once. Leaving Staunton, where
he had organized his army, he sent Ewell to watch and detain
Banks, while, with the remainder of his forces, he went to attack
Fremont in person, in order to prevent the junction of his two
adversaries.

The commander of the Mountain army WIIS at Franklin, and
had detached Milroy's brigade to occupy the IllSt ridges bordering
on the Virginia valley on the west, known by the name of Shenan
uoah }fountains and Bull Pasture Mountains. Milroy had taken
his position in the village of McDowell, situated at the foot of
the western slope of the IllSt line of heights. On the 7th of May,
Jackson drove in his outposts, which had penetrated into the val
ley of Virginia, and WIIS crossing the Shenandoah Mountains with
nearly ten thousand men. By a forced march he reached the second
chain, Bull PIISture Mountains, on the 8th, and his heads ofcolumn,
rapidly ascending those acclivities, took possession of them before
the Federals were strong enough to defend them. Once mllSter
of these heights, he had the village of McDowell at his feet, where
Milroy had allowed himself to be taken completely by surprise.
The latter, discovering too late the error he had committed, made
a vigorous effort to recapture a point called Sutlington's Hill,
which was the key to this position. He failed in the attempt.
He was soon joined by General Schenck's brigade, which had been
8ent to his assistance by Fremont lIS soon as he was informed of
Jackson's appearance, and which had arrived after a march of
fifty-five kilometres in twenty-three hours. Schenck, who assumed
the command, had only three thousand five hundred men to de-
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fend, ~lJ'8inst eight or nine thousand assailants, a place com
manded on every side, and from which he could only extricate
him!lelf by passing through a narrow defile. To remain in such
a place was to be captured. To leave it in the daytime was to
run the risk of being routed. He determined to hold out until
evening, and by means of well-directed attacks con~.aled his
weakne...'lS from Jackson, who does not appear to have shown on
this occasion his habitual coup d'reil; or it might be that his
soldiers were too much fatigued to attempt a serious attack. At
nightfall Schenck fell back in good order with his small force
upon Franklin. The engagement at McDowell had cost him two
hundred and forty-six men, while Jackson lost four hundred and
sixty-ooe; among the wounded were General Johnson and three
colonels.

Jackson, after taking possession of Franklin, which Fremont
had evacuated to wait for him in the rear of the town, did not
go in search of his adversaries in this new position. He contented
himself with the important result he had just obtained; for in
fact, if the army of the Mountain had suffered but little, it had
received such a repulse that it was no longer able to join hands
with Banks. It was against the latter that Jackson was now
about to turn; and for this purpose he resumed his march rap- •
idly through the valley of Virginia in the direction of Staunton.
There he found Ewell, but no longer Banks, who, on being in
formed of the fight at McDowell, had fallen back from Har
risonburg as far as Strasburg, eighty kilometres lower down the
valley.

Before following the two adversaries thither, we must describe the
configuration of this singular valley, which has been so often rav
aged by the fluctuating fortunes of the war. It extends two hun
dred kilometres in a straight line from the sources of the Shenan
doah, a little below Staunton, to the confluence of this river and the
Potomac at Harper's Ferry. Its breadth, between the two chains
of hills which enclose it, is everywhere from forty to fifty kilome
tres. Terminated at the north by the Potomac, which intersects
it perpendicularly, it may be said that it is similarly terminated
at the south by the James, as this river flows a few kilometres
from the sources of the Shenandoah, from which it is separated
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by only a slight undulation in the ground. A series of small
parallel ridges follows the line of this ovalley in the direction of
its length. The highest form a group called the Massanuten
Mountains, extending from HarriRonburg to Strasburg. East of
these mountains flows the South Fork, the principal branch of
the Shenandoah, which runs past Staunton, descends into a nar
row valley not far from Luray, where it drains the waters of the
other branch, called North Fork, at Front Royal. This last
stream waters the western slope of the same mountains, and, after
flowing through a larger valley than that of South Fork as far as
Strasburg, turns abruptly to the right. A little below Staunton
it assumes already the proportions of a deep unfordable river,
which is crossed by three bridges. The first, up stream, is that
of I,>ort Republic, over which passes the road leading from Har
risonburg to Richmond through Brown's Gap; the second is at
Conrad's Store, on the road from Harrisonburg to Gordonsville
through Swift Run Gap. The third is the White House bridge,
constructed for a crOBB road, which, branching off from the main
valley road at New Market, ascends thc Massanuten Mountainil,
and runs in the direction of the important defile in the Blue
Ridge called Thornton's Gap, by way of Luray. The principal
road follows the larger valley of' North Fork from Harril'1onburg
to Strasburg, through Woodstook, and thence down to Winches
ter direct. Below Strasburg and Front Royal the undulations in
the ground disappear almost entirely, and the Shenandoah, hug
ging the base of the Blue Ridge, leaves to its left the magnificent
plain watered by the small stream of the Opequan, in which lie
the towns of Winchester, Martinsburg and Charlestown. There
are but two small lines of railroad to be found in the valley.
One connects Harper's Ferry with Winchester; the other is the
one used by Johnston on the 21st of July, 1861, to take his troops
to the battle-field of Bull Run. By following this unfinished
track from east to west, starting from Manassas Junction, we
find that it crosses the Blue Ridge at Manassas Gap, above Front
Royal, descends into the valley, crosses the Shenandoah road, and,
ascending the North Fork through Strasburg as far as Wood
stock, terminates abruptly at Mount Jackson. It was to have
been continued as far as Staunton.
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This description will enable the reader to understand the im
portance of the villages· of Strasburg and Front Royal, which
close up the two outlet'3 of the valley, communicating with Win
chester on one side and with 'Vashington on the other, by way of
Manassas Gap and the railway. But these were not p08itions the
defence of which could be entrusted to a small force; for Stras
burg was approachable on every side, and Front Royal was at
too great distance from the encampments of Manassas Junction to
be within reach of help, being at the same time commanded by
height:; which were easy of access. Without taking into consid
eration the peculiarities of this position, a single regiment, the
First Maryland, had been stationed at Front Royal for some time
for the purposc of holding the partisans of the enemy in check,
and Banks oceupied Strasburg with the five thousand men com
posing his small army corps.

On the 20th of May, Jackson left New Market at the head of an
army of twenty thousand men. Instead of bearing down directly
upon Strasburg by the main road and the broad valley of North
Fork, which Banks was carefully watching, he crossed the Massa
nuten Mountains and re-entered the narrow valley of South Fork,
where he was protected both by that river and the mountains. He
thus left Luray behind, while his advance-guard encamped mmo
ticed, on the 22d, only sixteen kilometres from Front Royal. On
the 23d the small Federal garrison, consisting of about nine hun
dred men, with two pieces of artillery, was taken completely by sur
prise. By a strange coincidence the regiment placed at the hend
of Jackson's column bore the same name as the one he was about
to attack, the First Maryland. This unfortunate State of Mary
land, convulsed by conflicting passions, inflamed by its neigh
bors of the North on one side and by those of the South on the
other, supplied combatants to both armies. The encounter of
these two namesake regiments-sad consequence of the civil war!
-was fearful and sanguinary in the extreme, for a JIlutual r{'(:og
nition took place at first sight. The people of the South regarded
Northern soldiers as legitimate enemies; but Marylanders, be
longing to a slave State, when found fighting under the Federal
flag, were nothing but traitors in their eyes. The Federals of
Maryland, on the contrary, regarded their fellow-eitizeus who had
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enlisted in the Southern army 88 twofold rebels: first, against. the
Union, next, against their own State, which had never officially
separated from the government at Washington.

The situation of the small band of Union troops had been des
perate from 'the beginning of the fight. Overwhelmed by num
bers, it tried to escape from the enemy by placing the two branches
of the Shenandoah between them; but it had not time t.o dC8troy
the bridges. Pursued through the open country·, the Federals
dispersed in groups, which were successively surrounded, with the
exception of fifteen fugitives only. The remainder were either
killed, wounded or captured; but the defence of this handful of
men had been highly creditable, and their chief, Colonel Kenly,
fully atoned by his courage for his want of yigilance in allowing
himself to be surprised. He was only captured after being seri
ously wounded.

The fickle fortune of war decreed that on the same day a body
of troops detached from Jackson's army should experience nearly
as bloody a check in the mountains of Wcst Virginia. On leav
ing these mountains, Edward Johnson had entrusted to General
Hcth the task of watching with three regiments the brigade of
Colonel Crook, which occnpied the beautiful valley of the Green
brier, with its station at Lewisburg. Carried away by his zeal,
Heth crossed the river to attack his adversary in that position.
He was repulsed after a bloody struggle, in which he had more
than one hU:ndred men disabled, and left four hundred prisoners
in the hands of the Federals. The remainder of his brigade,
rednced by nearly one-half, was indebted for its safety solely to
the Greenbrier River, the bridges of which it succeeded in de
stroying in its rear. But this advantage was of no benefit whatever
to the Federals; for Crook was not sufficiently strong to venture
among the difficult mountain passes which separated him from
Jackson's base of operations, imd which it would have been ne
ces;ary to traverse in order to menace the latter.

)Ieanwhile, .Jackson had not lost a moment's time, after the
combat of Front Royal, in following up his su<:ccs,'l; the very
evening afr.er the battle found him already on the left bank of
the Shenandoah, above the point of confluence of the two
branches. He thus menaced the line of retreat of Banks, who
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was at Strasburg in a state of dangerous security. In fact, less
distant from Winchester than Banks, he could occupy that place
before him, cut him off from the northern route, and thus com
pel him to take to the mountain after abandoning his supply
train, his artillery and probably a portion of his troops. The
news of the diilaSter at Front Royal reached Strasburg during the
night of the 24th. Banks saw the danger, and as early as two
o'clock in the morning his army was on the march in ortIer to
outstrip the enemy on the road to Winchester. The train of
wagons was placed in front, for it was upon the rear of the column
that the attack of Jackson was expected. The cavalry, which was
to form the rear-guard, remained at Stmsburg until the follow
ing day.

J ack.'1on also resumed his march on the morning of the 24th,
but the repose he was compelled to allow his worn-out soldiers
that night was to make him lose the valuable prize he WIIS so
near seizing. The two roads converging upon 'Vinehester from
Strasburg and Front Royal form two sides of an equilateral tri
angle. Banks took the first, Ewell the second; Jackson, with his
cavalry and the remainder of his infantry, separated from the
latter, and followed Cl"Oss-roads which enabled him to strike the
flank of the enemy's column. Only a few mounted Confederates
arrived in time to meet the head of the long train of wagons
whieh led the march of the Federal army. Their appearance
threw the train into inexpressible confusion, but they were easily
dispersed, and order once more restored, the wagons continued
their march, accompanied by the main body of the army, which
had been compelled by this panic to pass from the rear to the
head of the column. When the whole Confederate cavalry, led
by the fiery Ashby and closely followed by Jackson, finally
struck the road, it was only able to seize a few of the wagons in
the rear of Banks' train. Ashby's soldiers, inured to plunder as
much lIS to fighting by their partisan life, allowed themselves to
be detained by this meagre booty, instead of following their chief,
who was urging them to the pursuit of the enemy. The instant
when a panic, easily engen~ered, would have been fatal to Banks
slipped rnpidly by, and Jackson tried in vain to seize once more
the lost opportunity by intercepting the Federal cavalry, which
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,
formed the rear-guard; the latter fell back tQward Strasburg and
precipitated itself among the mountain roads; it was thus en
abled tQ overtake Banks' army on the banks of the Potomac.

Evening came on before Jackson had been able to come into
serious contact with his adversary, and the latter, favored by the
darknes.~, reached Winchel'1ter in the middle of the night. The
C<>nfederates had not yet made their appearance; from this mo
ment his retreat was assured. But the rest which the Federals
had found at last, after so painful Ii march, was not destined to
be of long duration. At daybreak the firing of musketry made
them aware that Jackson had arrived and was attacking the sur
rounding heights, which command Winchester from south-east to
south-west. While he was driving off without trouble the Fed
eral sharpshooters, General Ewell, following the road to the right
from Front &yal, had reached the eastern approaches of Win
chester, and was only waiting for the signal of his commander's
cannon to engage the battle on that side. Banks' position had
again become most critical. In danger of being surrounded with
his five thousand men by eighteen or twenty thousand of the en
emy, he could not follow the shortest line of retreat, that of Har
per's Ferry, which would have exposed his flank to Ewell's
attacks. Besides, it was not an easy matter to evacuate a town
situated in an entirely open plain in the presence of so numer
ous an enemy. Without intending to maintain himRClf there for
any length of time, the most important thing for him to do was
to retard as long as possible the threatening progress of his foe.
The Federal soldiers went into the fight with Ii great deal of
spirit for men who should have been exhausted or discouraged
by such a retreat. Banks' small army, deploying outside of
Winchester, rushed to the as.~ult of the principal height, situated
to the l>Outh-west, while hiR left made head against Ewell's divis
ion on the east side. For a moment the hill was swept by the
Sre of Colonel Gord2,!!'s""sharpshooters, and the Confederate guns
were silenced. But when the Federals attempted to occupy the
ground, they were taken in flank and driven back. The Bame
success attended them at first on the left, where they put one of
EweIl's regiments to flight. But there also, overwhelmed by
numbers, their whole line gave way, and they rushed pell-mel.l
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into the streets of Winchester. ·To increase the confusion, the in
habitants fired upon them from all the windows, and it seemed as
if nothing could save them from a complete disaster. Fortu
nately for them, Jackson, despite all his ardor, did not push his
soldiers forward with sufficient alacrity to take advantage of thi"
di"order; he believed the Federals to be much more numerous
than they really were. Ris infantry was completely exhausted,
while his cavalry had ag'din failed him at the moment when it
might have rendered him essential service. He had alienated the
two generals who were in command of that arm. One of these,
General Stuart, refused to obey him; the other, Ashby, hurt by
the reproaches he had received from him the previous day con
cerning the plunder of the Federal wagons by his soldiers, held
back at this moment. The Confederates came to a halt eight
kilometres from 'Vinchester, and the Federals, being no longer
pursued except by small squads of cavalry, retired without diffi
culty to the banks of the Potomac, which they reached at 'Vil
liamsport on the evening of the 25th of May. They had marched
eighty-five kilometres in less than forty-cight hours, leaving only
fifty-five wagons behind them out of five hundred, and s<wing
all their cannon. The loss in supplies was considemble; that in
men on the 24th and 25th amounted to thirty-cight killed, one
hundred and fifty-five wounded, and seven hundred and eleven
prisoncrs. But if the losses were trifling, the moral effect of this
reverse was great. In forcing Banks to recross the Potomac,
JackHon had forced him back into the positions toward which he
should have retired on the day on which his army was reduced
by the departure of Shields. But if his whole corps had been
annihilated, the excitement at 'Vashington could not have been
greater. The Confederate general, therefore, had dealt a telling
blow; and if he made fewer prisoners than he had a right to ex
IX-'et from his suecessful manceuvres, he had nevertheless attained
the principal o~ject of his diversion. Confusion was at its height
in Mr. Lincoln's eabinet, and the army of the Potomac was de
prived of all the reinforcement", it had been promil'le,l.

Meantime, Jackson, in spite of his desire to invade the North
ern State;; and the ardor which seized him as soon as he drew
near to Maryland, waH preparing to slip away from hi" adversa-
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ries by a speedy retreat before the latter had time to concentrate
a superior forec and crush him in the hazardous position he had
just taken. In filet, Mr. Lincoln, while fervently addressing an
eloquent appeal to the Northern States for the protcdion of' the
capital, which he thought in danger, had at the same time con
ceived the idea of "catching Jackson in a trap," to use his own
'Il"oros, by shutting him up in the valley of Virginia. He per
souall}" directed by te~egraph the movements of every division
'Il"hich was to co-operate in carrying ont this chimerieal pr~ject.

His plan was to make three independent corps conver~e upon a
point situated in the enemy'!; country, from which they were
all three far more remote than the adversary whom it was in
tenued to forestall.

Fremont was 01'(1ered to march from west to east, from Moore
field, where his quarters now were, to Stra."bllrg; Banks to follow
dOo"C upon the tracks of JackRon; ShieldR, who had only joined
)IeDowell at Fredericksburg two days before, to retmee his steps
froll1 ffi.'3t to west, to join hands with Fremont at Front Royal,
and thus cut off Jackson':; retreat. In vain did MeDowcll pro
tffit against this order, the f.'ltal consequences of which he foresaw;
in vain did he allege that his soldiers would reach the valley too
late to overtake Jackson, and that the surest way to proted \Vash
ington ag-dinst the dangers which seemed to menace the latter city
was to prt'Nl the enemy in front of Richmond. The filtal order
was adhered to, and all the campaign plans agreed upon a few
day'" before were upset.

:\11'. Lincoln had visited McDowell at Fredericksburg on the
24th of ~Iay, when it was decided that this general should march
upon Richmond. He was to start with hi:; army cOfJ)~, more
than forty thonsand strong, with one hundred pieces of artillery;
and it Illay be asserted without exaggeration that his junction
with ~1<.:Clellan would have provell the decisive blow of the cam
pail,.rn. The fate of Richmond trembled in the balanee; Jackson's
column, thrown at a lucky moment into the plateau, saved the
Confederate eapital. On the 25th, Shields' division, inst<>ad of
moving forward, turned its back upon the real objcetivc of the
l.:lmpaign, and regaining the valley road started on one of those
fruitless expeditions which American soldiers mil in trapper lan-
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guage a "wild-goose chase." The next day McDowell was or
dered to send a second division, and finally to march himself with
a third, upon Front Royal. He obeyed with great reluctance;
for notwithstanding his unpleasant relations with McClellan, he
had too much good sense and patriotism not to see aud to deplore
the irreparable mistake he was being forced to commit.

Jackson, concealing his preparations for a retreat, appeared de
termined to follow up his snccesses in the I!0rth without troubling
himself about what might take place in his rear. His cavalry
had followed Banks as far as Williamsport, where the latter had
hastened to cross the Potomac. He at once turned agai nst Har
per's Ferry, and on the 28th appeared in front of that position. He
could havc had no serious intention of occupying it; for in order
to do so, it would have been necessary for him to have control of
the other bank of the Potomac; he simply wished to dislodge the
Federals from it, and on the morning of the 29th he took p0s

session of the heights commanding that position south of the
Shenandoah. By this bold movement he confirmed all the
alarms and anxieties into which his opponents had been thrown
by his late suceesses in menacing Maryland and 'Washington; he
magnified the number of his forces in their imagination, thus
relieving Richmond, and securing for his soldiers the repose they
needed before undertaking a retrograde movement, which was
becoming unavoidable; for on the 29th, while he was preparing
to attack Harper's Ferry, he learned that the Federal armies were
at last moving from every direction to cut off his retreat, and he
set about at once the duty of excelling them in speed.

It was high time. His army had been reduced by marching
and battles to fifteen thousand men.* The 'Vashington author
ities, being totally ignorant of the difficulties of the campaign,
had fixed upon the 30th as the day when the trap which they had
set for catching the imprudent .Tackson was to be sprung. As
we stated before, the Confederate general was to be intercepted by
the simultaneous arrival of Fremont at Strasburg and of Shields
at Front Royal. If their calculations had been correct, Jackson's

*He had only 1000t four hundred men by the fire of the enemy. The five
thou8l\nd that were mill8ing must therefore have been stragglers, men on the
sick-list, and probably a few deserterR.
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small army was lost indeed. It only ~vacuated Winchester on the
31st, carrying off, in the midst of the inhabitants who were filled
with consternation at this sudden departure, the valuable spoils
of the Federal storehouses, which formed a train of nearly
twenty kilometres in length. Despite the presumptuous incapacity
of those who directed the operations against Jackson from Wash
ingron, this general might yet have found himself in great jeop
ardy. Shields, punctual to the rendezvous, had reached Front
Royal on the 30th, with a brigade, before which the small Con
federate garrison had retired. But the plan of the Federals was
too complicated to succeed. It was Fremont who caused its fail
ure by allowing Jackson to reach Strasburg before him by
a forced march; finding himself thus placed between his two
opponents, he prevented them from acting in concert and para
lyzed all their movements. While McDowell was uniting two
of his reduced divisions at Front Royal, Fremont, encamped on
the neighboring heights of Strasburg, waited, without stirring, for
Jackson to attack him, instead of coming down to bar his passage,
or at least to dispute it: The Confederate chief found it easy to
occupy his attention by means of a few demonstrations, and _thus
gave his long column time to escape. At last, on the 1st of June,
he was rejoined by the whole of his rear-guam, and quietly re
sumed his march toward Harrisonburg by the turnpike. His ad
versaries had been so entirely separated that neither of them felt
strong enough to attack him singly; and while each party was
waiting for the support of the other, they suffered their prey to
escape them. As soon as they became aware of the fact they
tried to redeem their error by a vigorous pursuit. They might
yet possibly intercept Jackson farther on, and, at all events, turn
his retreat into a positive rout. Fremont, who was ascending
the valley of the North Fork, was sufficiently near him to retard
his march, while Shields' vauguard, by following the parallel
valley, had some chance of reaching the right bank of the South
Fork in advauce of him, and of burning the bri.dges of that deep
river before they could be occupied by the Confederates. If the
whole of Shields' division should arrive in time, it could even
cross the river in its turn, so as to attack the Confederates in flank,
and finally form a junction with Fremont. But Jackson was too
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active to be thus caught by an enemy whose designs he had al
ready so many times frustrated. He took possession of the bridge
at White House, and did not hesitate to destroy it in order to
render the junction of Shields and Fremont impossible. 1Vhilst
one of his detarhments was performing this operation, the remain
der of his army continued its march up the valley of the South
Fork; and although his progress was delayed by the heavy wag
on-train he carried as a substantial tokE'n of his victory, he reached
Harrisonburg on the 5th of June. He had not, however, yet
entirely esraped from the Federals, who were pressing him on
both flanks, and who, without having been able to effect a junc
tion, still menaced his line of retreat. Fremont's vanguard, con
sisting of Bayard's eavalry brigade and some infantry under
Colonel Cluseret, had harassed him with great boldness since
leaving Stra.'lburg. These two officers made up by their seth"ity
for the want of alacrity on the part of their chief. The next
day JaC'kson learnt that they had succeeded in outflanking him
with their right, and that, preceding him in the direction of Staun
ton, they had cut down the bridges along the road leading to this
town. With a view of retarding their pursuit, he was obligerl to
enguge all his cavalry in front of Harri~onhnrg. These brn\"(~

troops dismounted and covered Jackson's retreat by an energetic
resistance; but they lost in the action their ('omm"ander, Turner
Ashby, one of the best officers in the ConfE'dE'ratE' army. The
Federals, on their side, left in the hands of the enemy Colonel
Percy 'Vyndham, an Englishman, who had entered the volun
teer servi('e at the beginning of tlk war. Jackson, in the menn
time, struck into a cros.'l-road on the left for the purprn;e of g'.lin
ing Port Republic, crossed the Shenandoah at that point to reac'h
Brown's Gap, in the Blue Ridge, where he well knew his ad,"er
saries C'Ould no longer follow him. But at Port RepubliC' his
flank wa" expospd to the attacks of Shields, whrn;e heads of rol
umn had already reached Conrad's Store, while Fremont, ha\'ing
resumed his march, was pressing him in the rear.

Jack!'on's situation ·was again full of peril. Leaving Ewell to
keep Fremont in ('heck, he reached the neighborhood of Port Re
public with the remainder of his forees on the 7th of JunE'. But
before he had time to erORS the river and ()('('upy the town,
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Shields' first brigade, commanded by General Carroll, compris
ing about one thousand men and a battery, appC'<lred on the oppo
sire side, repulsed his skirmishef", entered the town and took
~ion of the bridge. This hridge had played an important
part in the campaign plans forwarded direct from "'ashington
to the Union generals. They had been alternately direeted to de
stray and to save it. Colonel Carroll, having becn ordercd to pre
!'erve it, held it for nearly twenty minutes; adhering strictly to
the letter of his instructions, hc suftered the opportunity to escape
which presented it<;elf for pre\'enting the Confederates from cross
ing the Shenandoah; and when the enemy's cannon, whoElC fire
had been quickly concentrated upon him, compelled him to aban
don the bridge, he did not cven attempt to destroy it. The result
of his blind obedience was to leave Jackson in possession of a
sure means of retrmt at the moment when he was on the point
of being thrown npon an impassable river. Once master of Port
Republic, the Confederate general had nothing more to fear, and
his only object in holding his adversaries in check was to inti
mate to them that all pursuit was at an end. He c1etermined,
however, to take advantage of their separation to deal them sue
<:'ffi8ively a last blow.

On the 8th, Ewell, with five thousand men, was waiting- filr
Fremont at Cross Keys, a point of junction of sevcml roads in
the neighborhood. Thc six Fcelcral brigades were prompt in at
tacking him. But Fremont, being under the impression that he
had the whole of Jackson's army before him, alloweel himself to
be held back a long time by the resistance which the Confeder
ates offered in a difficult country, where clmrings alternate with
woods. At last, after a hrisk musketry engagemcnt, whieh cost
him many men without seeuring him any marked advantage, he
had just orllered a general attack, when, seeing a German brigade
borne back by the enemy, he suddenly abandoned his project and
gave the signal for retreat. The battle of Cross Keys cost the
Federdls from six to seven hundred men, while the Confederates
I<l"t three hundred. The latter, hy holding the enemy in ('heck
during an entire day, had accomplished the object they had in
view.

In the mmn time, Jackson, crossing the bridge whie·h had been
VOL. 11.--4
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so wonderfully preserved, was emerging from Port Republic with
the remainder of his army, and, taking advantage of his vast nu
merical superiority, was driving Carroll's brigade before him,
which was the only one left of McDowell's army at that import
ant point. But during the afternoon Tyler's brigade effected a
junction with Carroll's; and ~lthough they had only three thou
sand men under their orders, they prepared w make a !ltand against
Jackson if he should attac'k them. They had not long to wait
for him; Jackson, encouraged by his suC<'ess and the hesitation
of his opponents, had conceived a bold plan. He proposed to
crush the inferior forces he had found before him at Port Repub
lic, recross the Shenandoah immediately after, and march with his
whole army to meet Fremont, in order to give him battle in his
turn, and finally to resume the Brown's Gap route, leaving noth
ing but vanquished foes behind him. To this effect he had brought
back Ewell to Port Republic, leaving only Patwn's small brigade,
numbering scarcely eight hundred men, in front of Fremont. He
had ordered Patton to deploy all his men as skirmishers in case
of need, to retard the advance of the enemy as long as possible,
promising w join him with his army at ten o'clock in the morn
ing. Then he marched directly against Tyler.

The latter, posted thrce or four kilometres from Port Republic,
rested his right upon the Shenandoah and his left upon a hill
with uncovered slopes. The summit of this hill, crowned by a
wood, was the key to the entire position. Jackson, leading his
old brigade in person, made a vigorous attack upon the Federal
right; but his soldiers were repulsed, and fled in disorder, aban
doning a battery, one of whose guns fell into the hands of the
Federals. He had more than twelve thousand men under his
command, while only three thousand were arrayed against him;
it was easy, therefore, for him to repair this check. But deceived
by the valor of his opponents, and believing them to be stronger
than himself, he abandoned the project he had conceived of march
ing against Fremont. He recalled Patton's brigade in great haste;
and setting fire to the Shenandoah bridge immediately after, he
placed the river between himself and Fremont. Meanwhile, the
combat, which was raging along the right wing of the Federals,
had obliged the latter w weaken their positions on the left.
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Jackson pushed one of his brigades to the assault of these positions,
ann after a desperate struggle the Confedcrates took possession of
them, together with three pieces of artillery which were found in
them. Being turned on this side, Tyler was obliged to fight in re
treat, and fell back in good order ooward the hamlet of Conrad's
Store, occupied by the remainder of Shields' division. Hi.'.!
soldiers, who had been recruited among the pioneers of the West,
and especially in the State of Ohio, had fought with great de
termination; they had inflicted a loss of six hundred men upon
an enemy three or four times their number.

The battle of Port Republic endcd the pursuit of Jackson.
Fremont had witnessed its termination from the other side of the
Shenandoah without being able to cross the river in time to par
ticipate in it. He withdrew, and Jackson, being master of the
battle-field, gave some rest to his troops before entering on a new
campaign. This time his course lay in the direction of Richmond;
turning his back upon the theatre of his early successes, his oppor
time arrival enabled Lee to take advantage of the mistakes which
his bold manreuvres in the valley of Virginia had caused the
military authorities at Washington to commit.

In the mean time, his adversaries were dispersing. Fremont
retnrned to his Mountain department and Banks to Strasburg,
while McDowell with difficulty united his divisions at Fred
ericksburg, exhausted and discouraged by so many fruitless
marches and countermarches; although they had seen the enemy
but once, they sustained more losses than if they had fought a
pitched battle.

Returning to the peninsula of Virginia, we find the army of
the Potomac still without the reinforcements it had so long been
expecting, and left to its own resources. We left General McClel
lan on the 19th of May master of the Chickahominy pass at
Bottom's Bridge. Free to seek a new base of operations on
.James River, or to continue resting on York River, he had just
chosen the latter alternative, notwithstanding its dangers, in the
vain hope of being able to keep in communication with McDow
ell's corps. Before resuming his march he had introduced some
changes in the composition of his army corps; for the experience
acquired at the battle of Williamsburg had shaken whatever con-



52 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

fidence he might have reposed in the capacity of the three com
manders who had been forced upon him by the President at the
opening of the campaign. The army corps had been reduced to
five in number, each with two divisions, and an effective force of"
from fifteen to nineteen thousand men. This subdivision ren
dered them more manageable, while the command of the new corps
fell, by right of seniority, upon Generals Franklin and Fitzjohn
Porter, two officers for whom he entertained a particular regard.

The ground on which he was about to operate may be described
in few words. It presents but a single obstacle, the Chickahom
iny-a serious one, it is trne. This river, after passing within
seven or eight kilometres of Richmond, turns off, continuing to
flow in a south-easterly direction, so that Bottom's Bridge lies
about eighteen or twenty kilometres from that city. Taking its
rise to the north-east of the capital of Virginia, it winds through a
valley regularly enclosed on both sides averaging eight or nine
hundred metres in breadth. Following its downward course, we
find Meadow Bridge first, over which passes a wagon-road and the
Gordonsville railway; lower down, the bridge of Mechanicsville,
commanded on the left bank by the hamlet of that name, is situ
ated at the point where this river runs nearest to Richmond.
Here the surrollnding hills on each side are destitute of trees, and
presently, on the road between Richmond and Cold Harbor, we
come to New Bridge, which connects the hamlet of Old Tavern
with the Gaines' Mill heights. One kilometre below this bridge
the forest again enfolds the banks of the Chickahominy, and
does not leave it for ten kilometrcs lower down, at the bridge
of the Wcst Point railway, which is situated one kilometre above
Bottom's Bridge. The only tributaries of the Chickahominy are,
on the left bank, a small stream called Beaver-dam Creek, be
tween l\Iechanie8ville and Gaines' Mill, and on the right bank
a vast wooded swamp, known as White Oak Swamp, the waters
of which empty into the river a few kilometres below Bottom's
Bridge. This swamp, which has its origin in the immediate vicin
ityof Richmond, is absolutely impassable, except at two or three
points, where it becomes narrow, affording passage to a few cross
road".

The Confederate Q.rmy was encamped around Richmond, where

-------- --~---.-------- ----J
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it wa., re<'elvmg reinforcements forwarded in haste from every
section of the country. Huger arrived with twelve thousand men
from Norfolk; Branch, whose defeat at Newberne by Burnside
we have noticed, brought nine thousand from North Carolina,
and othf'l'8 were yet to follow. The reconnaissances of the Fcd
eral army had revealed the fact that the abandonment of Bottom's
Bridge was the last step in Johnston's retreat. The latter wa'>
preparing for the defence of Mcadow Bridge and New Bridge.
The nature of the ground was perfectly adapted for this purpose,
and the Federal general was the less likely to think of carrying
this pass by main forc'e because he could turn it by the lower
course of the river, of which he had control. Everything, there
fore, urged him to push his attacks by following the right hank
between Bottom's BriJge and Richmond. On the 24th of May
his left wing, composed of the corps of Keyes and Heintzelman,
was firmly posted on the other side of the Chickahol1liny, and
placed en echelon along the road between Richmond and Williams
burg, from Bottom's Bridge'to the clearing of Seven Pines, eleven
kilometres from Richmond. The rest of the army remained on
the left bank of the river. The centre, consisting of Sumner's
oorp;-, was encamped in the neighborhood of the railroad-bridge;
the two corps commanded by Porter and Franklin, forming the
right wing, were posted in the vicinity of Gaines' Mill and Me
chanj~,·ille. The army had occupied these positions without any
difficult)·, having only met some weak detachments of the enemy
at Seven Pines and Mechanicsville, which were easily repulsed.
But it found itself thus divided into two parts by the Chicka
hominy, without any other communication betwecn its right and
left wings than the railway-bridge at Despateh and Bottom's
Bridge; these two passages were far remote from the extreme
points of Seven Pines and Mechanicsville, which were the most
exposed to an attack from the enemy. It would undoubtedly
have been infinitely better, under every aspect of the ca'>e, to have
transferred the entire army to the right banks of the Chicka
hominr; but McClellan had been obliged to occupy both sides of
the river and to push his right wing to the vicinity of its source,
as much for the purpose of keeping up communication with Mc
Dowell's vanguard, whose arrival he was sWI const.'\lltly prom-
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ised, as to cover his dep(;ts at the White House, and the railroad
through which he obtained his supplies. The faulty disposition
of his army was therefore forced upon him by circumstances
from the moment he had abandoned the idea of seeking a new
base of operations on the James. We shall see presently how, in
consequence of unforeseen accidents and too long delays, he re
mained in this dangerous position for more than a month.

It was on the 24th of May that McDowell had received an
order from the President's own mouth to march upon Richmond.
The next day being Sunday, his departure was fixed for the 26th.
He had a march of seventy-two kilometres before him between
Fredericksburg and Richmond, through a difficult country, as
Grant was to find out two years later, but in which, owing to the
position occupied by McClellan before Richmond, the Confeder
ates could not have offered any serious resistance to the Federals.
This region has two railroads. One, running north and south,
leads from Aquia Creek to Richmond, through Fredericksburg
and Bowling Green, and crosses to th~ south of the latter t()wn the
two branches of the Pamunky, mIlcd the North Anna and the
South Anna, near Jericho Bridge and Ashland. The other rail
road, from Gordonsville, intersects the first between these two
branches, and passing the second near Hanover Court-house
crosses the Chickaholl\iny at Meadow Bridge to enter Richmond
more to east thau the Aquia Creek road.

The Confederates had placed Anderson at Bowling Green with
twelve or fifteen thousand men for the purpose of holding Mc
Dowell in check, and Branch's division between the Chicka
hominy and Hanover Court-house, that it might be·within reach
of Richmond or Bowling Green, as circumstances should require.
On annonncing McDowell's departure, Mr. Lincoln requ£'Sted
General McClellan to make a movement on his right to cut the
communications between Bowling Green and Richmond, and to
seize the two railroad bridges on the South Anna, in order that
he might the more easily a."'8ist the troops who were on their wuy
from Fredericksburg. This order wa.~ promptly executed, and
on the 25th, Stoneman's cavalry was at work destroying the Gor
donsville railroad between Hanover Court-house and the Chick
ahominy. But on-this very day the mil'age which had attt"clcteJ
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McClellan to the north side of Richmond was vanishing entirely
away. McDowell had received fresh instructions; Shields was
on his way to Front Royal; great excitement prevailed in Wash
ington' and Mr. Lincoln telegraphed to the commander of the
army of the Potomac that if he could not attack Richmond
with the forces at his disposal, he had better give up the job and
rome to defend the capital. l The next day the President urged
him to send out the proposed expedition on his right, but with
a very different object from that which had at first been eontem
plated, and to destroy the bridges on the South Anna, which two
da~'s before he was desirous to preserve at any price. Jackson
had thus succeeded beyond his expectations; for it was for the
purpose of cutting off the pretended reinforcements which, accord
ing to the 'Vashington authorities, were to be forwarded to him
from Richmond, that the Federals sought to destroy with thcir
own hands the road which would have enabled them to concen
trate their forces in front of the enemy's capital.

Tired out by such constant vacillations, McClellan prepared
to execute this fatal order without offering any commcnts; but
he determ ined to take advantage of the opportunity thus offered
to exercise his right wing by striking an unexpected blow at
Branch's division, which might threaten his (lep6t while he wa.<i
engaged in a great battle before Richmond., On the morning of
the 27th, Porter, with Morell's division, 'Warren's brigadc and
three regiment" of cavalry, two of which were regulars, little less
than ten thousand men in all, left Mechanicsville and Cold Har
bor and proceeded toward Hanover Court-house. After a fil
tiguing march of twenty-two kilometres, his vanguard, consist
ing of the cavalry and two regiments of infantry, eneountered
Branch, who, on being apprised of this threatening movement,
had taken position at the intersection of the Hanover and Ash
land roads. The Confederate.'l thus covered the two railroad
bridges on the South Anna; but they were vigorously attacked,
and Butterfield's brigade, arriving in time, put them completely
to flight. Branch lost in this first engagement one cannon and a
large number of prisoners. Continuing his route, Porter, after

I .. Either attack Richmond, or give up the job and come to the defence of
Wuhington."
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having joined Warren's brigade, sent the latter to destroy the
bridge of the Gordonsville railroad, while that of Martindale
proceeded to cut the other railroad line lit Ashland. Warren had
picked up whole companies of the enemy, which, deprived of
all directiou, surrendered without a struggle. After a slight
skirmish, :\Iurtindale had also accomplished his task, and was on
his way back to rejoin his chief at Hanover, when he suddenly fell
in with ~he remainder of Brnnrh's troops debouching by the same
road which the Federals had followed in the morning. The Con
federate chief, having, in fact, been surprised' and forced into the
preceding combat before he had time to collect all his forces, had
been turned by the Federal detachment, which had passed on his
right, and had thus been driven upon the banks of the PamuD
ky, near Hanover. In order to extricate himself from this dif
ficult position, he desoribed a large arc around the Federals, which
would have brought him back to the Richmond and Ashland
turnpike, when, just ilil he was about reaching the road, not far
from the srene of the first fight, his heads of column fell in with
Martindale's small brigade. The latter fought the superior forces
of the enemy with great spirit, until Porter, informed by the noise
of cannon, mme back from Hanover with the remainder of his
division, and attackiug the Confederates both in front on the road,
and by the flank through the woods, drove them in disorder to-
ward the south. •

The double combat of Hanover Court-house had cost the
Federals fifty-three men killed and three hundred and forty-four
wounded or taken prisoners. It was a brilliant and complete
success. The enemy had left morC' than fleven hundred prisoners
and one gun in Porter's hands. Branch's division, dispersed
among the woods, wa."! entirely disorganized. The mcmue of the
Federals wa."! restored by so fortunate a result. But in ".ililhing
ton the tidings of this suecess afforded no compensation for the
alarms caused by Jackson, which filled the minds of all men.
Mr. Lincoln replied to McClellan's despatches with complaints
that the order for the destruction of all the bridges on the South
Anna had not yet been executed. On the following day the
general-in-chicf was able to inform him that his instructions had
been i;crupulously carried out, and on the 29th Porter's troops,
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quitting the scene of their glorious but fruitless :victory, returned
to take position at Gaines' Mill. Everything indicated that the
banks of the Chickahominy were soon to be ensanguined by a
desperate struggle.

The Confederates were in fact collecting all their disposable
forces for the protection of Richmond. The civil government as
well as the perBO'Tlnel of the administration, who in that capital,
as at Washington, fancied that all the interest of the war was
centred in the defence of their bureaus, had passed from the utter
disooura.,ooement caused by the loss of the Virginia to the most ab
solute confidence. On the 28th and 29th of May, considerable
reinforcements came to join Johnston's army, Anderson's division
among the rest; this officer, on seeing McDowell rushing in pur
suit of Jackson, instead of following in his tracks, had quickly
brought back his troops from Bowling Green to Richmond.

The position of the army of the Potomac seemed, on the other
hand, to invite an attack. Its left, thrown over the unfriendly bank
of the ChiC'kahominy, and inactive for the last seven oays, occu
pied a position which was at once menacing to the Confederates
and dangerous to itself. Its front extended between the Chicka
hominy and "rhite Oak Swamp. This latter water-course is com
pot;ed of a succession of swamps running in a parallel direction
with the former for a considerable distance, but the unequal width
of which at certain points reduces the space comprised between
them to four or five kilometres; at the elevation of Bottom's
Bridge, the swamps give place to a stream which, inclining to the
left, carries their muddy waters into the Chickahominy, a few
kilometres below. The Williamsburg rond and the West Point
railway, after crossing the ChiC'kahominy at Bottom's Bridge
and at Dispatch, follow a parallel course in a direct line to Rich
mond. The bridge at Dispatch" could not be thoroug1Jly repaired
before the 30th of May; all the troops posted on the right bank of
the Chickahominy obtained their supplies, therefore, by the turn
pike; and to facilitate the distribution of rations most of these
troops were encamped in the successive clearings through which
this road passes. On the left, dense woods, traversed only by nar
row paths, stretch out as far as the impenetrable thickets which
lover the stagnant waters of White Oak Swamp with eternal
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verdure. The road forks within ten kilometres of Riehmond, at
a place called Seven Pines. One branch continues in the original
direction, and approaches the capital by following the course of
the James. The other, turning to the right, intersect'l the rail
road at Fair Oaks station, emerging afterward into a large cl~lr

ing, in the midst of which, at Old Tavern, it again connects with
the Richmond road to New Bridge and Cold Harbor. This is
the Nine Mile road. The railway, forming an almost straight
line, runs along the summit of a slight undulation which sepa
rates the waters of White Oak Swamp from those of the Chick
ahominy. After rising upon the right bank of this water-course
by passing through a deep cut, it crosses the woods without meet
ing with any work of importance to mark its course. There are
threc stations along the section of the line then ol'Cupied by the
Federals-Dispatch, in the vicinity of the bridge; Fair Oaks, the
ncarest to Richmond; and between the two, Savage Station, situ
ated in a large clcaring at the intersection of several roads. These
forC'lt roads are very numerous; they form so many connecting
links between isolated plantations, farms or country-houses, each
standing in the centre of a cleared space Hurrounded by woods on
every side; most of them are perpendicular to the 'Villiamsburg
turnpike, and run as far as the Chickahominy; but among these
dense copses they constitute an inextricable labyrinth for those
who arc not familiar with the locality in all its details.

In order to approach Richmond, General McClellan was desir
ous of gaining ground gradually on the right bank of the Chick
ahominy, and after each step taken on that side to connect his
two wings by throwing new bridges over this dangerous river.
Sumner's corps, wbich occupied the left bank as far as the neigh
borhood of G.lines' Mill, had already constructed two bridges in
conformity 'with this plan, one at three thousand five hundred
metres, the other at six kilometres, above the railroad-bridge.
In executiug this work he had been able to cross to the oppo
site bank without meeting the enemy, and had completed it in a
few days, thanks to the skill and ingenuity of hiR soldiers. The
river, by a multitude of sinuous turnings, formed a swamp three
or four hundred metres wide, lying in the shadow of gigantic
trecs, whose trunks rose to a height of fifty metres above the
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waters,.while the roots were buried in a muddy bottom impracti
cable for men and horses. It was found necessary to open a
passage across this forest, and to la}' the flooring of the bridge,
formed of nnhewn pieces of timbel' bound together by cords
or bind-weed, sometimes on piles Bunk into the bed of the river,
sometimes on the stumps of the trees, which were cut down to a
proper height. No survey had been made of the country beyond
the shores of the river. Higher up still, in the neighborhood of
:Sew Bridge, two trestle-bridges had been constructed and almost
entirely placed in position. It only remained to lay the flooring.
But the open space in which they stood exposed them to the fire
of the enemy, which had soon interrupted the work, and it could
only be completed by the aid of an aggressive movement on the
right bank.

The Federal left wing was composed of four divisions, each
from six to eight thousand men strong. Casey, who c01JlmandNi
the newest regiments in the whole army, had very imprudently
been placed at the most exposed point of the whole line, and 0c

cupied a clearing about one kilometre in advance of Seven Pines,
where he had erected two small redoubts mounting a few field
pieces. His pickets had been pushed only one thousand metres
beyond that point. Couch, with his division, was at Seven Pines,
near Fair Oaks station, situated sixteen hundred metres to the
north, and along that portion of the Nine Mile road which con
nects these two points. At a distance of two kilometres from
Seven Pines, where the 'Villiamsburg road emerges from a large
clearing to enter a wood, there was a line of breastworks and
small redoubts occupied by Kearny's division. The fourth, Hook
er's, had been sent a considerable distance south to watch the
passes of White Oak Swamp.

The army of the Potomac was thus unfortunately Acattered ;
its divi.<;ions, posted in front of Seven Pines, at White Oak
Swamp and Mechaniacl'ville, could not afford each other mutual
support, and they formed a vast semicircle of nearly forty kilo
metres in extent. General McClellan estimated that it would
have taken two days' march for Franklin's di vision to reach
Casey's eneampments. The Confederates, on the contrary, occupy
ing the chord of the arc, could as easily move to the front of
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one aB of the other; and after having menaced the extreme ~ight of
the Federals at Meadow Bridge, they had only eleven or twelve
kilometres to march to reach Fair Oaks and fall upon their
extreme left. Johmlton WaB not the man to leave his adversary
in so perilous a situation without turning it to account. His
army, 8BSembled around Richmond, consisted of four large divis
ions, each comprising five or six brigades, under Generals Long
street, G. Smith, D. H. Hill.and Huger; it numbered about sixty
thousand effective soldiers.

On the 30th he gave the necessary instructions for battle on
the morrow. Huger, following a road called the Charles City
road, was to p8BS to the right of White Oak Swamp, and then
cross this marsh, so as to attack Keyes' positions in flank, on the
Williamsburg road, whilst Hill, debouching by this road, was to
charge them in front. Longstreet, following in Hill's rear, wa." to
tlustain his attack. Smith's orders were to proceed to Old Tavern,
in order to cover the left wing of the army in case the Federals
should attempt to cross the Chickahominy near New Bridge;
otherwise, to come and take part in the battle by entering into
line to the left of Fair Oaks station.

During the evening a tropical storm burst upon the two armies,
and in the midst of profound darkness poured torrents of rain
upon the ground on which they were to meaBure their strength.
On the morning of the 31st this clayey soil WaB half submerged ;
the paBsage of a single vehicle wa."i sufficient to tum the roads into
inextricable mud-holes; the smallest streams were swelling as
one looked at them, while the Chickahominy, assuming a reddish
tint, was beginning to overflow its banks and to spread over the
plains adjoining, which were already very muddy. Far from
allowing the obstacles which the condition of the ground was
about to interpose to turn him from his purpose, Johnston only
saw in it an additional motive for giving battle, being convinced
that the mud and the overflow would be' more fatal to the Fede
rals, scattered along a line too extended, than to the army which
was compactly gathered around him.

At break of day that army took up its line of march in the
presence of the whole population of Richmond, which had come out
of the city to encourage those to whom its defence WaB entrusted. It
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would have been difficult to find a single inhabitant of the Con
federate capital who had nota relative or a friend in the ranks of
the army. Curious persons and newspaper correspondents fol
lowed it as far as the battle-field. The three divisions of Hill,
Longstreet and Smith, after some strenuous effi)rts, arrived in po
sition toward eight o'clock; they had been obliged, however, to
leave their artillery behind-a bold resulve, which the Federals
were not wise enough to imitate. But Huger's troops, which had
started at the same time as the former, did not make their appear
ance in the positions which had been assigned to them. It is
probable that the latter general may have found the fords at
White Oak Swamp utterly impassable. Be that as it may, he did
not reach the field of battle during the whole of that day, nor
did he even notify his chief of the cause of his delay; his absence,
so fatal to the success of the Confederates, was made the subject of
bitter reproaches on the part of those whose plans had thus been
frustrated. Finally, about noon, Longstreet, who had been wait
ing for him up to that moment, gave Hill the order to attack.
Without sending any skirmishers ahead, that they might take the
enemy more completely by surprise, the Confedprates advanced,
!'Orne in line across the woods, others in deep columns along the
road, sweeping before them Casey's pickets, together with a regi
ment which had been sent to reinforce them. The foremost works
of the Federals, which were as yet unfinished, being simply abatis
or breastworks, whose profiles could afford no protection to soldiers,
were occupied by Naglee's brigade. The latter made a vigorous
~ishlDce, while the division artillery, under Colonel Bailey, an
old regular officer, caused great havoc in the ranks of the assail
ants. Meanwhile, the combat extended along the line. Hill
had rleployed all hi'! troops and brought them into action; his left
had reached Fair Oaks, where Couch was making a stand with a
portion of his division. Casey's two other briga·les had hlL'!tened
to the assistance of Naglee, nnd, despite heavy losseR, they held
out against the Confederates, whose numbers were constantly in
creasing. Longstreet's division now entered into line and was
supporting Hill's soldiers, who were becoming exhausted. Attack
ing the Federal position by the right, some of his regiment'! pen
l1rated into the woods which separate 'Vhite Oak Swamp from the
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clearing defended by Cru;ey. The Federal works were attacked
in the rear, and their defenders decimated by enfilading fire.
These young soldiers, who had hitherto been sustained by the
exeitcment which springs from danger and the very exhaustion of
a fierce struggle, no longer pos..,;essed the requisite coolness to resist
this unexpected attack. They were driven back in disorder upon
Seven Pines. Besides, the number alone of their advel'l5aric."l would
have lx'Cn sufficient to crush them. Some few, however, persisted
in defending the redoubt.." but soon disappC'arcd among the ranks
of Hill's troops, who, having returnoo to the charge, hemmed
them in on every side. Bailey was killed by the side of the guns
he had just spiked, and seven pie<'es fell into the hands of the as
sailants. It was three o'clock. Precisely at this moment Peck's
brigade of Couch's division was arriving from Seven Pines, led
by Keyes, who had been informed somewhat late of the serious
character of the fight The Lafayette Guards, which formed part of
this brig-J.ele, having deployed into line among the debris of Casey's
division, allowed the fugitivcs to pass without moving, then rally
ing around them this floating ma......" among whom the bonds of
discipline had disappeared, but not personal courage, they made a
vigorous aggressive movement. Despite their efforts, they could
recapture neither the redouhts nor the lost cannon; but the
enemy was checked, the remainder of Casey's artillery saved, and
the Federnls had time to rally. Regiment., after regiment" from
Couch's division were sent to sustain the fight; for if the Federals
were losing ground, they now contested it foot to foot. On the
right Couch commanded at Fair OakI' in person, where, with the
rest of his division, he held in check the left wing of Longstreet,
whose main efforts were still concentrnte<l upon the position of
Seven Pines.

The struggle lasted four hours, and yet, strunge to say, only two
divisions had taken part in it on either side. Keyes' corps alone,
numbering about twelve thousand effective men, had been €-ll

gaged on the Federal side, and while Longstreet and Hill's col
umns wel'e being decimated by the enemy's artillery, Huger, on
their right, was still lost in the White Oak Swamp; Smith, on
their left, continued inactive around Old Tavern. In short, the
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two generals-in-ehief were both unconscious of the battle in which
their respective soldiers were engaged. McClellan, who was sick at
his headquarters near Gaines' Mill, had heard nothing from Heint
zelman, to whom the command of the entire left was entrusted.
The telegraph which connected the varioll! sections of the army W~q

silent. Heintzelman himself, although posted at Savage Station,
only a few kilometres from Seven Pines, had only heard of the
enemy's attack several hours after the first musket-shot was

fired. Johnston's ignorance \\'as still more unaccountable, inas
much as he Wl1tl the assailant. Leisurely posted at Old Tavern, he
was still waiting for the booming of cannon on the Williamsburg
road to put Smith in motion. But the storm of rain and wind
which followed the gale of the previous day carried the sound in a
different direction, and the general-in-chief, who had ordered the
attack to be made in the morning, remained until four o'clock lis
tening in expectation of this signal, without sending a solitary
aide-de-eamp to ascertain what was passing on his right. He was,
however, separated by less than four kilometres in a direct line
from the Williamsburg road, and a man on horseback, leaving
Old Tavern, would have had no more than ten kilometres to ride,
without leaving the main road, to reach Longstreet in the midst
of the soldiers whom he was bringing without delay into the thick
e;t of the fight. Although taken by surprise, the l!'cderals had
not lost quite so much time. The booming of cannon, which
Johnston did not hear, had reached McClellan's tent. The high
wind made it impossible for the balloon, which had been brought
there at great expense, to make an ascension to reconnoitre the
movements of the enemy; it had met the fate of all complicated
machines, which, although useful at times, should never be relied
on in war. An order, however, was immediately scnt to Sumner
to hold himself in readiness to march. The latter, also hearing
the cannon, was not satisfied with simply obeying the letter of
his instructions; but putting his two divisions in motion without
delay, he placed each of them near one of the bridges he had con
structed, ready to cross the river at the first signal. On his side
Heintzelman, on learning the state of affairs about two o'clock,
at once recalled Hooker from White Oak Swamp, despatched
Kearny to the support of Keyes, and notified McClellan, who
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immediately ordered Sumner to cross the Chickahominy aDd take
part in the battle.

At half-past three o'clock Kearny, who, from the moment that
he heard the sound of cannon, knew no obstacles, arrived at
Seven Pines with two of his brigades, Berry's and Jamison's,
and his timely presenee retrieved for 8 moment the fortunes of
the day. But at the same time Johnston was also rouse<l from his
inactivity. He sent at last an aide-de-camp to ascertain the move
ments of Longstreet i and learning from him that a fierce battle
was raging on his right, he determined to bring ,smith's corps
into line. A portion of this corps, under Hood, marched directly
upon Fair Oaks by way of Nine Mile road to support Long
street's attack. The remainder, under the personal lead of the
gencrul-in-chief, bore to the left, and reached the large dear
ings extending from Fair Oaks to the Chickahominy; by this
movement Johnston hoped to strike the right flank and rear of the
Fedemls who were defending Seven Pines. It was four o'clock.
Hood arrived at Fair Oaks with his fresh troops, and swept
everything before him. He cut the Federal-line in two. Couch,
with a few regiments, was driven back north of the railroad, while
the remainder of his division, alrcady scattered and mixed up
with the d8Jris of Casey's, was no longer able to defend Seven
Pincs, and was forced back on the 'Villiamsburg road, while Kear
ny's brigades, which had resolutely dE'fcnded their positions on
the extrcme left, finding themselves separated from the rest of
the army, were obliged to make a large d~tour across the woods to
rejoin their comrades.

It was a critical moment. The Federals, who had struggled
igorously against the ever-increasing numbers of their adversa

l'i~'-for they were only eighteen or nineteen thousand against
more than thirty thousand-WE're in a condition in which the least
misehan('c might lead to an irreparahle disaster. Brigades, regi
ment , and even companies, were mixed up. The relative com
IUllnds no longer existed. In their efforts to restore order among
the tl'OOpS the officers gathered around them, by their words and
th ir example, men from the regiments, and marshalled them
in haste and almost at random behind the breastworks erected a
few day before near the camp occupied by Kellrny, two kilome-
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tres in the rear of Seven Pines. One moment more, and Smith,
falling upon the extreme right of this weak line, would give the
signal for a new attack, which would probably consummate the
destruction of all the Federals south of the Chickahominy.

It was six o'clock in the evening, and the Confederates had
more than two hours of daylight before them to complete their
victory; but all of a sudden a brisk fire of musketry broke out in
the wood to the right of the railroad. The hollow sound of how
itzers loaded with grape was soon mingled with it. Smith had en
countered a foe entirely unexpected. It was Sumner, who arrived
in time to check his progress and resume on this side the game
which had been lost on the Williamsburg road. The warrior's
instinct, which prompted him to push his divisions forward and
mass them in the vicinity of the bridges when ordered tQ keep
under arms, had enabled him to gain an hour, and that hour se
cured the safety of the army. The new order directing him to

cro:;s the Chickahominy to participate in the battle reached him
about two o'clock. At that moment the river was already rising
as far as the eye couI"- see, seeming to conspire with the enemy to
prevent him from going to the assistance of his comrades. The
lower bridge had been carried away; the other was entil'ely sub
merged, while the unhewn timbers which constituted its flooring,
being onl)' held together by ropes, floated about amid the waters,
whose impetuous current tossed them in their foam. Sumner him
self, despite his inflexible will, was beginning to think that not a
single company would ever be able to reach the other side of the
river. Nevertheless, he pw;hed the head of column of Sedgwick's
division over this bridge. The first soldiers who crossed found it
difficult to keep steady on the moving platform, which was shaking
under their feet. But the weight of those who followed soon re
stored its stability; it soon settled on the piles from which it
had been wrenched. The whole of Sedgwick's division crossed
it, the officers on horseback; the artillery followed, but most of
the gun,; sunk in the mud in the marshy plains which extend be
yond the bridge. Kirby's regular battery alone sueceeded in get
ting Sifely over. Richardson, who, after having tried in vain
to restore the lower bridge, had been compelled to cross at this
same point, followed in rear of Sedgwick, but his troops only

VOL. II.-a



66 THE CIVIL WAR IN A},[ERICA.

reached the opposit~ shore at nightfall. Sumner had not waited for
his arrival to move forward with his first division. He had just
overtaken Couch, who had been driven back on the right of Fair
Oaks with a portion of his troops, and had barely time to deploy
to receive the shock of Smith's corps, which was about to debouch
in the large clearing. Kirby's battery enfiladed an open space
leading to Nine Mile road; Sumner placed one brigade and a
half on the right, fronting Old Tavern; on the left the remain
der of Sedgwick's division was disposed en potence parallel to the
railroad, which the enemy had just occupied. Even before these
dispositions were fully <'arried out, the battle was furiously en
gaged. Smith was in haste to make up for lost time, and be
lieved himself sure of success; 'Whiting, who commanded three
brigllflcs of this corps, debouched on the salient angle formed by
the Federal line; but being received by 11 terrible fire from Kir
by's guns, he halted on the skirt of the wood. After a brisk fire
of muskl'try, the Confederates made a new attempt to mrry this
battery, whidi occupied the key of the position, and had interrupted
their turning movement. Johnston, rushing in pef80n into the
thickest of the fight, hurled Pettigrew's brigade against it. It
advaneed fearlessly up to the cannon's mouth; but the Federal
gunnef8, anxious to avenge the memory of Bull Run, where this
&'lme Johnston had capturro their pieces, (.'Oolly waited for the
8..'iSllult of the Confederate brigade, which they decimated at short
range. It was driven back in disorder, leaving in the Federal
hand8 its wounded commander, Pettigrew, and the ground strewed
with dead bodies. Availing himself of this chanC(', Sumner as
sumed the offensive with his left, and drove the enemy back in
the directioiI of Fair Oaks. Smith brought his reserv~ brigades
into action in vain; he could barely holll the ground he oecupied,
and his forward movement was definitively checked. The Confed
erate army was, moreover, paralyzed at this moment by the loss of
its commander-in-chief; Johnston had just been severely wounded
and earried into Riehmonl1. It was Heven o'clock in the evening.
Along the whole line the battle had degenerated into 11 musketry
fire, which was continued pretty well into the night, bnt each party
remained on the defensive. The check of Smith had, in fact, crip
pled the success of I~OIIgstreeton the Williamsburg road. The lat-
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rer, arriving in front of the small works where the Federal forces
were massed, was afraid of attempting to carry them by assault
with worn-out troops whose ranks were fearfully thinned. His
opponent, reinforced hy a few fresh regiments, made a bold stand
while the fugitives were rapidly coming back into line. Long
street was waiting for assistance, either from Huger on his right
or from Smith on his left, before making the attack, and thus
allowed the last hours of daylight to pass away.

A dark and rainy night came on at last to put an end to the
slaughter, but not to the sufferings, the fatigues and the anxieties, of
the two armies. The losses had been equally henvy on both sides.
During the whole of that night long wagon-trains of wounded
men, carrying into Richmond the unfortunate victims of a fratri
cidal war, told the inhabitants of the capital how dearly bought
was the success which had been prematurely announced to them.
All the vehicles in the city, omnibuses and carts, were despatehed
to the field of battle to find the wounded and the dying, whom
they brought back in the midst of a dense and silent erowd. As
for the dead, there was no time as yet to think of them. On the
side of the Federals the ambulances, camps and railway-stations
were not less encumbered.

On both sides the generals were filled with anxiety. Smith
had assumed the command, but in succeeding Johnston he could
not replace that experienced chieftain. The Federals had un
doubtedly sustained a severe check; but if their left wing had
been defeated, it was not destroyed, as was hoped in Richmond.
The attack had been wanting in unison; the absence of Huger,
together with the prolonged inaction of Smith, had thrown all
the burden of the battle upon one-half of the arU:y. Finally,
the encounter with Sumner had not only roughly interrupted the
success of the operation, but had revealed the existence of com
munications which the Confederates had not suspected. It gave
them to understand that, notwithstanding the rise in the Chicka
hominy, they might on the following day have to measure them
selves with the whole Federal army. Consequently, they deter
mined upon a retreat.

On the side of the Federals the anxiety was not 1e..'!S. They
hall always wished during this aggressive campaign for an oppor-
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tunity to fight a defEmsive battle, thinking that this kind of fight
ing was better adapted to the character of their soldiers; they
had been attacked, and, so far from coming off victQrious, their
left wing had been so crushed that Sumner's success afforded no
compensation for the reverse. The Chickahominy was constantly
rising, and it was eailY to foresee that on the following morning
all the new communications established by Sumner between the
two wings of the army would be interrupted by the freshet. It
was known that the enemy had pot brought all his forces iutQ
action. There were more than sixty thous.'\nd men around Rich
mond and within reach of Fair Oaks. General McClellan
thought there were eighty thousand. The Federal troops who
were about to find themselves almost isolated on the right bank
of the Chickahominy did not amount to forty-five thousand
men, while one-third of them at least, disorganized by the great
struggle of the 31st of May, would have found it difficult to
come into line the day following.

This numerical inferiority should not have existed; and if the
Confederates had cause to complain that some of their generals
had compromised the success of their operations by not appear
ing on the field of battle or by arriving too late, the Federals
had an equal right to say that the inaction of half their army had
prevented them from turning the battle of Fair Oaks into a great
victory. Sumner's success was sufficient proof of this. At the
time when the latter was ordered to cross the Chickahominy,
General McClellan felt how important it would be to support him
by a movement of his whole right wing. From his headquarters
at Gaines' Mill he could see the sUloke, which rose above the tree
tops, tracing' the undulations of the line of battle and marking
the steady progress of the enemy. He had two army corps in
hand; before him the Chickahominy, which, although swollen,
was still pa....;sahle; two bridges already in an advanced state of
construction could be <-'Ompleted in a few hours; on the opposite
hill, commanding the approaches to the river, no work had been
erected by the enelllY; only one or two regiments were seen mov
ing about with suspicious ostentation along the most conspicuous
points of the plateau. By leaving one division to guard-the large
park of artillery and the d~p6ts, McClellan could have crossed
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the river with three others in the vicinity of New Bridge, and
fallen upon the flank of the Confederates; such an attack would
have made them pay dear for their first success. He had already
made every preparation for this movement, when, the two corps
(.'ommanders having represented to him that the condition of the
valley would not admit the passage of their artillery unles.'l cause
ways were constructed for that purpose, he consented to defer the
movement until the next day. This was a great misfortune, for
he thus lost an opportunity unexampled in the whole course
of the campaign. Nevertheless, while abandoning the idea of
crossing the Chickahominy at New Bridge, he could bring back
his right wing to the rear, in order to cross the riyer over the
same bridge as Sumner. This bridge was situated only about four
miles and a half from the encampments of the right wing; and if
the troops had been put in motion at the time Sumner received the
orner to cross, they would have arrived in time to follow him
over the bridge, which withstood the flood until noon the next
day. In this case, five fresh divisions, instead of two, could have
resumed the offensive in the morning. But. General McClellan,
knowing that a single defeat might involve the loss of his whole
army, isolated as it was in the enemy's country, and ruin the Fed
eral cause for ever, was not willing to weaken his right wing. Fear
ing" lest the enemy might debouch by way of Meadow Bridge and
cross the Chickahominy, he did not dare to entrust to a thin line
of troops the guard of his communications and the immense
park of artillery, which the condition of the roads prevented from
being removed; and he left nearly fifty thousand men inactive on
the plateau of Cold Harbor. We cannot blame his prudence,
but it may be asserted that if he had known what was passing
among the Confederate bivouacs, and at the camp-fires around
which the generals in command of the enemy's troops were trying
to find shelter from the penetrating dampness of that night, he
would have acted very differently. Indeed, their new commander
in~hief had no idea of throwing himself on both banks of the
Chickahominy, in the position which had so nearly proved fatal to
the Federals. He did not believe it possible to complete the ma
nreuvre whftlh had been interrupted by Sumner against their left
wing. It moat be acknowledged, however, that the chances were
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greatly in his favor. Huger had made his appearance after the
battle, and Generals Holmes and Ripley had just arrived in Rich
mond from North Carolina with eight thousand men. This timely
reinforcement would perhaps permit them to resume the attack
with greater hope of success, as the rise in the river rendered the
po 'ition of the Federals more difficult. But in the absence of
John ·ton, who had alone conceived the plan of battle, prudence
prcvailed, and Smith would have given the signal for retreat
that \"ery night, if he had not been obliged to give his soldiers a
few hours' rest, and his officers time to rally and reorganize their
troop. Consequent.ly, when day dawned upon the two armies no
ound disturbed at first the silence which reigned over the battle

field; and it was the Federals who renewed the conflict on the morn
ing of the 1st of June. During the evening Hooker had again
struck into the Williamsburg road, while Richardson had joined
Scdgwick ncar Fair Oaks. These two divisions, advancing to the
front line, attacked the Confederates, who were already in full re
treat. otwithstanding this reinforcement, the troops composing
the left wing of the Federals were not in a condition to. push into
a woody and unknown region, in pursuit of an enemy whose prow
ess they had just experienced. A movement of this kind could
not have been seriously undertaken unless Franklin and Porter,
prompted by the same instincts which had inspired old Sumner
the day before, should join them on the field of battle. It is true
that General McClellan had strongly recommended to his two
lieutenants that they should cross the Chickahominy in front of
their cncampments; but the river had increased in volume since
the preceding day; the bridges, which the artillery would have
found it difficult to cross on the 31st of May, had become im
passable on the 1st of June; and these generals, availing them
selves of the latitude which McClellan usually allowed them in
the interpretation of his orders, made no movement with their
tl·OOpS. They thus suffered victory to escape them, and their
vacillatiolls saved the Confederate army from imminent disaster.
Indeed, it has been asserted by eye-witnesses that its retreat was
not made without disorder, and that if the Federals had pressed
with a sufficient force, even without artillery, the three bri
gades f Huger's corps, which, under Pickett, Pryor and Ma-

c)ltiLE DvGoogle



FAIR OAKS. 71

hone, were defending every inch of ground, they might probably
have been able to enter Richmond with them.

The combat of the 1st of June, in which but a few thousand
men were engaged on either side, had notwithstanding the propor
tions of a great battle. On the left it was marked by a brilliant
charge of Sickles' brigade along the railway track; on the right by a
sharp encounter between an Irish brigade in the Federal service,
commanded by General Meagher, and Pickett's troops. Before
noon the Federal outpost.'! took possession without a blow of the
works who.-;e capture had cost 80 dear to the Confederate army,
and suffered it to disappear among the dense woods without mo
le;tation. This brilliant army, which had gone out the day before
almost in triumph for the purpose of delivering Richmond from
the grasp of the invader, returned to its cantonments on that
same evening, with only four flags, ten cannon and twelve hun
dred prisoners, more as an evidence of its valor than as a token
of success.

The undecided battle, which had drenched the vicinity of Fair
Oaks with blood during two entire days, was attended with a
1058 of nearly four thousand five hundred men to the Contederates,
and five thousand se\'en hundred and twenty-seven on the part
of the Federals. The heaviest 10BSeS on both sides were sustained
around Seven Pines; those of Longstreet and Hill amounted to
more than three thousand, and those of Keyes to three thousand
one hundred and twenty men.* After such a struggle the two
armies, composed of soldiers but little inured. as yet to the hard
ships of war, were equally in need of rest.t

A very remarkable work just published by General Johnston
explains how McClellan is mistaken in attributing a loss of two

"The official reports give the following figures for the army of the Potomac:
Sumner, one hundred and eighty-three killed, eight hundred and ninety-four
wounded, one hundred and forty-8ix prisoners j Heintzelman, two hundred and
fifty-nine killed, nine hundred and eighty wounded, one hundred and fifty-five
prUtonel'll; Keyes, four hundred and forty-eight killed, one thousand seven hun
dred and fifty-three wounded, nine hundred and twenty-one prisoners; total:
eight hundred and ninety killed, three thousand six hundred and twenty-seven
wuonded, and one thoull&nd two hundred and twenty-two prillOners. For the
army of Northern Virginia: Longstreet and Hill, a little over three thoulllUld j

Smith, one thoulI&nd two hundred and thirty-three men dilll1bled.
tSee Xote A in the Appendix to this volume.
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thousand five hundred men more than they really sustained, to
his opponents. In this work Johnston severely blames the gen
erals who succeeded him in command for not having followed up
on the 1st of June their success of May 31st. He complains,
moreover, of not having been informed beforehand of the ap
proach of Holmes and Ripley, whose arrival he would have
waited for before giving battle, if he had known of their being
so near. As General Johnston's official report, addressed to the
Confederate government, contains none of these reproaches, now
embodied in a book which has appeared since the close of the war,
we may infer that President Davis is chiefly responsible, in the
estimation of General Johnston, for the mistakes he refers to in
his later publication.



CH APTER III.

GAINES' MILL.

THE alarms ocalSioned by Jackson's success did not prevent the
. battle of Fair Oaks from producing a great sensation in the

North. The army of the Potomac was essentially national in its
character, and there was not a village in the free States that had
not furnished to it some young men; consequently, a greater
intere>t was everywhere manifested in its. labors than in the pre
tended dangers of the Federal capital. The government, still
cherishing a secret jealousy against General McClellan, seldom
communicated to the public the tidings it received from him, but
after such a battle it was no longer IIOSo'lible to keep silent; ac
conlingly, a despatch from the commander-in-chief was for the
first time published. The latter, unfortunately deceived by
Heintzelman's reJlOrt, threw undue blame upon Casey's division.
This despatch was corrected in Washington, but in such a manner
as to aggravate the painful effect of the error it contained. The
unmerited censure ,vas allowed to stand, while the eulogies which
McClellan 1><'stowed upon Sumner were suppressed. The gen
eral-in-chief soon set forth the truth, and it became known that
the army had been saved by the stubborn resistance of Naglee and
Bailey, the ardor which Kearny. had infused into Jamison's and
Berry's brigades, and, finally, by the indomitable energy of old
Sumner.

?tIr. Lincoln learned at last that he could no longer delay send
ing the reinforcements which the army of the Potomac needed in
order to continue the task, which threatened to be difficult. The
garrison of Fort Monroe and a few other regiments, eight or nine
thousand men in all, were assigned to General McClellan, who
distributed them among the different brigades of the army. He
was again promised the co-operation of McDowell as soon as the
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latter could gather together the det[l.chments he had sent forward
in pursuit of Jackson. This promise, no less vain than that of the
preceding year, was to exercise on the operations of the Federals
against Richmond even a more baneful influence than the first
breach of promise. Still afraid of exposing the capital, the Pres
ident refusel1 to send more than one division of McDowell's corps
by water. In notifying McClellan that the other three clivisions
would proceed from Fredericksburg to rejoin him by land, he again
requested him to be ready to communicate with them on the South
Anna, and thus caused him to miss the opportunity to repair his
delays and the mistakes he had been led to commit. He eould, in
fact, have taken advantage of the confusion into which the Confed
erates had been thrown by the battle of Fair Oaks, to seek the
new baRe of operations on the James River, the advantage of
which we have pointed .out elsewhere. This movement, to which,
three weeks later, it was necessary to resort for the purpo.-"C of
saving the army, would have given very different results if it had
been executed then with an offensive aim.

The enforced rest which followed the battle of Fair Oaks was
prolonged by the bad weather for two distressing weeks. The Chick
ahominy, the overflow of which exceeded anything ever witnessed
by the oldest inhabitants, carried away all the bridges, and for
several days the six divisions, encamped on the right side of the
river, only obtained their supplies by the railroad and the viaduct,
whose frail seaffolding trembled above the flood. The ground,
which consists of alternate layers of reddish clay and quicksand,
was nothing more than a vast swamp, and the guns whieh had been
rnnged in battery near the camps gradually sunk into the earth,
from which they could not be extricated. Every morning
a searching sun, shining upon this damp soil, and decomposing
the dead bodies of men and horses, whieh the rain had again
brought to the surface, filled the hot air with poisonous exhala
tions. Every evening thick clouds gathered, the lightning flashed,
the heat became suffocating, and nIl night long rain fell in abun
dancc, which still further increased the inundation.

The inactivity to which the two armies were thus condemned,
however, did not partake of the qualities of refreshing rest. The
Federals, as we have stated, would probably have achieved an
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important success on the 1st of June, if they had put in motion the
troops encamped at Gaines' Mill, on the evening of the 31st, or
during the night, so as to find themselves on the right banks of
the Chickahominyat daybreak, with all the disposable portIon of
their army. This opportunity had been allowed to pass; but
they were yet in time to change their base of operations, and mass
all their forces between the Chickahominy and the James. Gen
eral McClellan having given up this project in order to remain
within reach of Fredericksburg; nothing was left for him to do
but to carry out the plan which had been temporarily interrupted
by the battle of Fair Oaks. This plan consisted in gaining
ground gradually by capturing, one day a wood, another day a
clearing, and thus advancing step by step until, by a succes.~ion

of battles more or less fierce, Richmond should be so closely
hemmed in that the enemy's army woul9 either abandon it, or
renew, under less favorable circumstance8, the dangerous exper
iment of Fair Oaks. But even a slow operation of this kind re
quired fine weather. It was necessary before joining battle to
have facilities--in fact, to be able to move and victual the troops
\\;ith ease; it was necessary before joining battle to conquer the
treacherous waters of the Chickahominy, and to connect both
banks by bridges numerous and always passable; it was neces
sary, finally, to be able to take to the battle-field that powerful
artillery, without which the generals of the army of the Poto
mac were unwilling to lead their soldiers to the attack. These
two weeks, therefore, were employed on the part of the Federals
in repairing the roads which connected their several camps, in
constructing new ones, in extricating from the mud the large sup
ply-trains, which scarcely sufficed for the distribution of daily
rations, in strengthening the bridges and increasing their number,
and finally in covering the whole battle-field of the 31st of May
with vast works.

About the middle of June the ground was once more practica
ble, and the Chickahominy, baving again become a modest stream,
did not appear inclined to renew its fatal freaks of violence. The
army of the Potomac was at length firmly established, provided
with excellent communications, and surrounded by strong en
trenchments, which enabled it to concentrate without danger a
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large portion of its forces at any given point along its front. But
these results had been dearly bought. The soldiers, obliged to
work in the mud in an unhealthy climate, had suffered severely.
The camps, too long seated on a marshy soil, had become the foci
of swamp fevers and typhoid fevers. To the painful monotony
of throwing up earthworks were added continual watches and
picket duty, which deprived the men of that rffit which is neces
sary to health, without offering them in exchange the stimulants
of an active campaign. In short, fatigue and disgust multi
plied the number of deserters into the interior, whose crime was
enc{)urnged by a vicious system of recruiting, and especially by
the bait of bonnties, which they hoped t{) receive by re-enlisting
in new regiments. Consequently, notwithstanding the reinforce
ments which had come from Fortress Monroe, and the arrival of
McCall's division, detached from McDowell's corps and landed
on the 11th and 12th at White House, the effcetivc force of the
army was reduced to little more than one hundred thousand men
for duty. Its official morning reports acknowledged thirty thou
sand absentf>e.;;, nine-tenths of whom were on the sick-list, or quar
tered in the hospitals, or sent to their respective homes on leaye
as convalescents.* The Confederates, on their side, had also made
good use of the respite which circumstances had granted them.
They had naturally opposed a line of entrenchments t{) those of
the Federals. As McClellan's task was to capture Richmond,
and not t{) defend the swamps of the Chickahominy, these de
lays all ac'Crued to the benefit of his adversaries; and the more
he fortified his position, the more the difficulties of the task he
had to accomplish increased. The Confederate army was also re
ceiving reinforcements; and, thanks to the plans which the South
ern generals had caused the Richmond government to adopt, the

*The following was the morning report of the army of the Potomac on the
20th of June: Present, one hundred and fifteen thousand one hundred and
two; sick, detached, under arr!'>'t, twelve thousand two hundred and twenty
five; abRent, twenty-nine thouMnd five hundred and elcven; total, one hun
dred and fifty-six thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight. The garrisons of
Fort Monroe and Yorktown should be deducted from the first fil\Ure. Sumner's
and Franklin's corp" had the least number of men unfit for scrvice. On the 10th
of July, out of thirty-eight thousand two hundred and fifty absentees, thirty-four
thousand four hundred and seventy-two were 011 regular leavc of ahsellce, three
thousand Beven hundred and seventy-eight had deserted to the interior.
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moment was approaching when it would he in a condition to ven
ture npon a decisive struggle, with better chances than at Fair
Oaks. General Lee had assumed the command made vaPant by
Johnston's wound. His first efforts in the war had not been
more brilliant than those of Grant, his future opponent, and he
was personally but little known to the troops he was about to
lead into battle. But hi.'3 companions in the MexiPan expedition
had not forgotten the eminent services he had then rendered, not
with"tlmding his inferior rank. Since the outbreak of the civil
war, the Confederate authorities had had occasion to appreciate
his wisdom and clearness of judgment in matters connected with
military affairs. His fellow-citizens of Virginia respected him
a'" the repre,;entative of one of the first families of the most .aris
tocratic of the American colonies. He was looked upon by all as
a true type of the soldier and man of honor. The regrets even
he had experienced in forsaking the Federal flag no longer in
jUT(.'(1 him in the eyes of the public, for the moment of the first
ebullitions had passed. Once upon the scene, he will no more leave
it, and he will always play, if not the first, at least one of the
first, parts. We shall always find him a patient, persevering and
prudent calculator, yet ready to risk much at the opportune mo
ment; handling a large army with great dexterity in the midst
of the thickest forests; understanding men, selecting them care
fully, and securing their attachment by his equity; worshiped by
his soldie!"!", obtaining from them what no other chief could have
thought of ll."king them; respected and obeyed by all his lieuten
ants; humane, of a conciliatory disposition, one whose only fault
iii' a general was an excess of deference to the opinion of his subor
dinat~, which at times Paused him to lose a little of that firmness
which is so indispensable in the midst of a battle. Such was the
new adversary of General McClellan.

Since he had assumed command he had reorganized his army
and gathered new combatants from every part of the Confederacy.
The ronscription law, which was in force, had filled up his cadres,
mixing young soldiers with those whom the war had already
trainC(1. The scattering system, which had prevailed at first, was
abandoned; the garrisons along the coast were reduced to their
minimum or entirely suppressed, and most of the troops compos-
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ing them were sent on to Richmond. A few regiments had been
brought from the 'Vest, where the operations had lost something
of their importnncc since Beauregard had retired into the interior,
leaving Corinth in the hands of Halleck.

But it was the eo-operation of Jackson that Lee was expecting,
in order to change the course of the campaign, and execute the
offensive movement for which he was preparing. He counted
upon his arrival, just as McClellan relied upon that of McDowell.
He was not, however, destined to be the victim of the same de
ceptions which the commander of the army of the Potomac had
to experience. Jackson's return to Richmond was the brilliant
conclusion of the operations which the latter had so succei<sfully
conducted in the valley of Virginia. After having carried trou
ble into the councils of the enemy, after having thrown the latter
on the wrong scent, and drawn a portion of the forces destined for
the reduction of Richmond into the mountains, he had to effect
his escape and double in his tracks, in order to go to the rescue of
those who were making a stand against the large Federal army.
No precaution was neglected to secure the success of this plan.
Jackson, who had at first thought of invading Pennsylvania,
eagerly accepted the new parl assigned to him by Lee, the im
portance of which he understood.

The battle of Port Republic had terminated the campaign in
the valley of Virginia on the 9th of June, and arrested the pursuit
of the Federals. Jackson gave some re'lt to his troops at 'Veyer's
Cave, not far from the field of battle, and made ostensible prepa
rations to undertake a new offensive movement on the same ground.
On the lIth, 'Vhiting's division, nenrly ten thousand strong, was
detached from Smith's old corps, which had f011ght at Fair Oaks,
and being placed on board a train of cars, which had been made
ready with affected secrecy, proceeded from Richmond by the
right bank of the James to the Lynchburg and Burke8\'ille junc
tion, so celebrated since. At a short distancc from Richmond
some apparently unaccountable reason caused the cars to be de
tained for several hours in front of Belle Isle prison, where were
shut up a large number of Federal soldiers about to be exchanged
in a few days. The passers-by expressed much indignation at the
carelessnes.'l of the railroad employtls in allowing the Federals to
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take note of the powerful reinforcements which were being sent to
Jackson, thus revealing to the enemy such important movements
of troops. This was precisely what General Lee desired. On
the 15th, Whiting left Lynchburg for Charlottesville, reaching
Staunton on the 18th, where he landed his maieriel, and seemed
to be preparing to proceed down the valley to fall upon Fremont
l'mjointly with Jackson; but on the 20th he speedily got on
bl)Qrd the same cars which had brought him over, and returned to
Charlottesville, where Jackson was awaiting him with the army
that had fought at Cross Keys and Port Republic. By the move
ments of his cavalry, by his own words, and by means of letters
written with the intention.that they should fall into the hands
of the Federals, he had confirmed all the fears which thc move
meuts of Whiting's division had excited in Washington. General
M({;lellan had, in fact, notified the President on the 18th of the
departure of these troops, and the intelligence received from
Fredericksburg fully corroborated this information. On receipt
of this news, General Fremont hastily fell back upon Strasburg,
while McDowell, who had at last witnessed the return of Shields'
divi:;ion to his encampments, and who had already sent that of
McCall to join McClellan by water, was waiting in vain for the
orner to set off on the three or four days' march which separated
him from the army of the Potomac. The desire to form a new
amy, which was to achieve easy successes under the 'personal
diredion of the Secretary of War, had decided the government to
detain this general on the R:1.ppahannock. The safety of Wash
ington' which Jackson could not seriously menace, had only been,
it must be acknowledged, a false pretext for conferring the com
mand of an army, which absorbed all the reinforcements promised
tn ~IcClellan, upon General Pope, an officer as brave as he was
inexperienced, who had become the favorite of the hour. Mc
Dowell's corps was designed to swell its numbers uselessly, at the
moment when every interest called it to the borders of the Chick
ahominy.

Meanwhile, a bold reconnaissance had revealed to General Lee
the weak point.'! of his adversary. On the morning of the 13th
a brigade of cavalry, about one thousand two hundred strong,
and accompanied by a few pieces of artillery, left Richmond
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under command of General Stuart. Its destination was a pro
found secret. Following the road to Louisa Court-house, as if
on his way to reinforc~ Jackson, Stuart encampcd in the even
ing at the railway-bridge of Aquia Creek, on the South Anna.
Before daylight on the 14th, he turned suddenly to the right in
the directiou of Hanover Court-house, where two Rquadrons of
the Fifth regular cavalry were performing picket duty. The
first squadron, surprised by the appearance of the Conferlerates,
was quickly dispersed.. The second, taking advantage of the
narrowness of the road, which compelled the enemy'" troopers to
march by fours, charged them vigorously without concern as to
their numerical superiority. Being closely paekell within this
narrow defile, the two detachments were mingled, and fought
with sabre'J. The Federal commander, Captain Royall, killed
the commander of the fir:'lt squadron of the enemy with his own
hand, and was himself mortally wounded a moment after.* The
weight of the Confederate column soon swept before it the hand
ful of regulars who had attempted to check its progress. The
Fifth regiment of cavalry, whieh before the war was numbered
the Second, had long been commanded by General Lee, and his
nephew Colonel Lee, who led one of the Virginia regimentc;
under Stuart, had also served in it. He tlllls found himself
called upon, as a sad result of the civil war, to draw his sword
against offieers who had been his comrades the precelling year
perhaps even against some of the soldiers whom he had com
manded in the garrisons of the far \Ve'lt. Far from feeling any
secret remorse in their presence, and carried away by the passion
whieh inspired him for the cause of the South, he sol icited of his
chief the privilege of measuring swords with his late companions
in arms. But there were no longer any enemiC:'J to fight; the two
sl!uadrons which alone had guarded the flank of the Federal
army on that side were dispersed; and proceeding (lown the Pa
munky, Stuart led his brigade as far as Old Chureh, at an Ull

broken trot. The task a."!signcd to him by his chief was accom
plished; he had turned the right wing of the Federals, he had
made a survey, before reaching Old Church, of the course of a

* Captain Royall was seve'rely wounded in several plaee:-, but re('un~red, and is
still in the United States arlll~·.-ED.
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swampy stream called the Tolopotamoi, a tributary of the P,:.
munky, which could easily have been covered with defensive
'Works, and thus marked out the route which Jackson was to fol
Iowa few days after with his army.

The Confederate column was about sixteen miles from Han
over Court-house. It seemed natural that it should retrace its
steps and go back to Richmond; but Stuart, who possessed all
the instincts of a light cavalry general, determined to carry out a
plan much more hazardous in appearance, but less dangerous in
reality-to make the complete circuit of the Federal army, so as
to enter Richmond 011 the south, which he had left by the north.
By this movement he expected to throw the rear of his enemy
into great confusion, so that amid the contradictory rnmors which
!luch a hold mareh would spread he would have a good chance to
baffle the pursuit of his adversaries. None of the officers to whom
he communicated his plan dared to approve of it; but he knew
that all would obey him with courage and intelligence. After giv
ing his brigade a moment of rest, and making careful inquiries re
garding the Hanover Court-house road, which he pretended to wish
to follow, Stuart ordered the bugles to sound "boots and saddles,"
silently placed himself at the head of his column, and directed
his horse toward New Kent Court-house. The soldiers followed
with astonishment, but without hesitation, a chief who inspired
them with a blind confidence. Yet every step "they took s~emed to
interpose an additional barrier against all chanees of return. On
the right lay the whole army of the Potomac; on the left the
immense d~p6t of White House; in front of them the railway
and the turnpike, along which the enemy's troops were incessantly
passing to and fro. The small band drew closer together, for
there was danger on every side; this danger, however, was consid
erably lessened through the connivance of all the inhabitants. At
each house Stuart received the minutest information regarding the
Fooeral corps to be avoided, and the magazines which mi~ht be
destroyed. Two boats on the Pamunky were burned, but Stuart
dared not go as far as the 'Vhite House, notwithstanding the temp
tation which 80 rich a prize offered hi':D' He struck the railroad
at Tunstall's station; and after putting a small Federal outpost to
flight, he went into ambuscade in order to capture the first train

VOL. 11.-6
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which might happen to pass by. An instant after, a train of cars
loaded with siek and wounded, bound for the White House, ar
rived at full speed, but instead of stopping to water as usual, con
tinued right on, while the pieces of timber placed across the track
for the purpose of throwing off the cars were scattered right and
left by the locomoth·e. The surprised Confederates riH'rely fired a
volley into the train, which wounded many of the sick and frigh~

ened the passengers, some of whom jumped out of the cars; the dan
ger, however, was of short duration, and the train, disappearing
among the woods, spread the alarm along the whole line. Stuart,
thus disappointed, had not even time to destroy the railway track,
for he learned that McCall's division, on its way to join McClel
lan, was encamped in the neighborhood, that it was under arms
and would soon make it" appcarance. He drew off, still pursuing
his onward course, after ha\'ing burned a few cars loaded with pro
visions and several camps, and after feeding his soldiers at the ex
pense of the frightened sntlers whom he had stopped on the road.
But night had come, and the fires kindled by his hand, flashing
above the forest, were so many signals which drew the FL'<lerals
upon his tracks. Fortunately for Stuart, his soldiers were well
acquainted with the faintest path in the country through which
they were p:l8sing; they were at home. Consequently, they reached
the hamlet of Tallcysville without difficulty, where the column
was allowed a few hours' rest and time to rally. Then, turning
to the right, it proceeded rapidly toward the Chickahominy.

At daybreak the Confederate cavalry reached the borders of
this river, considerably below Bottom's Bridge, at a place called
Forge, or Jones' Bridge. But the ford on which they had de
pended was not passable; the bridge had been destroyed, and the
Federal cavalry, which, under Averill, had been sent by McClel
lan to intercept these passes, wa.'! only a few miles distant from
the plnce. Two hours more of delay, and Stuart would have lost
his only chance of retreat; it was a critical moment. Efforts were
made to repair the old bridge, and every man set to work to cut
down trees for that purpose. A foot-bridge was soon constructed,
which the men crossed on foot, swimming their horses alongside.
Once on the other side of the river, the Confederates proceeded to
enlarge the dimensions of the flying bridge, and, by dint of labor,
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succeeded in getting their artillery over this fragile structure.
Stuart had thus baffied all pursuit, and resumed his march on the
Richmoud road, having lost but one man killed and one caisson
stuck in the mud, during this adventurous expedition.

The whole Federal cavalry had been started in pursuit of
Stuart. As soon as he was known to be at Tunstall, McClellan
had divined his purpose, and, as w~ have said before, despatched
Averill with one brigade to intercept him at Jones' Bridge.
But his orders, tardily transmitted, only reached the rest of his
cavalry two hours after the passage of the Confederates. The
latter arrived in Richmond that very evening. They had, in
point of fact, committed but few depredations, but had caused. a
great commotion, shaken the confidence of the North in McClel
lan, and made the first experiment in those great cavalry expedi
tions wbich subsequently played so novel and so important a part
during the war.

During the ten days which followed this alarm the Federals
always fancied themselves on the eve of making a general attack
upon the enemy; but each day, after having determined upon it,
and made preparations for it, they would meet with some new and
unforeseen difficulty, which caused them to defer its execution.
Lee, knowing how important it was to gain time, so as to allow
.Jackson to join him, neglected nothing which could make him ap
pear much stronger in the eyes of his adversary than he really
was. By multiplying his pickets, by disputing every inch of
ground and constantly provoking skirmishes, sometimes at one
point, sometimes at another, he finally succeeded in his design.
The Federal spies, the fugitive negroes and de'lerters, all aided
him, through their exaggeration, in deceiving McClellan. On
the 26th of June the latter believed that the arrival of Jackson
would swell Lee's forces to one hundred and sixty thousand men,
and that the fortifications around Richmond were bristling with
two hundred guns of heavy calibre. The army he was about to
face, the strength of which Lee had been constantly increasing
during the last three weeks, did not, however, number more than
one hundred thousand men, while the fortifications surrounding
the Confederate capital were in reality slight breastworks, mount~
iog only a few guns. The Confederates were undoubtedly working
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to increase their strength; but this work was chiefly carried on in
those localities where they knew the Federals to be watching
them with their spyglasses, and anxiously following their slightest
movements. The opportunity for attacking Lee, while he was
weakened by the absence of Whiting, thus passed by, and by
degrees people became familiarized with the idea that siege oper
ations might be advantageously substituted for a pitched battle.
Many officers in the army of the Potomac imagined that by
turning up large quantities of earth, and burning a great deal of
powder, they would be able to escape that ordeal of terrible sus
pense when skill and prudence are equally powerless to decide the
fate of the battle, and when torrents of blood must be shed to
wrest victory from the hands of the enemy. This kind of tactics
had just been applied in the West, where it had resulted in the
evacuation of Corinth by the Confederates, and the general ques
tion now was whether, when the final charge was made, they should
step upon the top of a parapet defended with the energy of de
spair or upon the ruins of a deserted city. Consequently, while
wishing for a more decided suecess, the latter alternative was but
too readily acquiesced in; and the desire to spare the army a
fearful s:lCrifice of life having made such an alternative appear
probable, everybody felt disposed to wait patiently for this issue.

A movement, however, took place on the 25th of June which,
although of no great importance, interrupted at last this long
inaetion. In order to make himself master of the approaches
to the plateau of Old Tavern, McClellan, still manrem'ring as if
conducting the operation of a siege, bec,ame desirous of extend
ing his left wing. To this effect, he despatched Hooker's division
on the roacl from 'Villiamsburg to Richmond, beyond the positions
o('cupied by Casey on the morning of the 31st of May. Hooker
had just di;;lodged the Confederates from a small wood called
Oak Grove, lying across the road, after a desperate engagement,
when an order, wrongly construed, rendered it necessary fOl
him to fall back. This error, however, was soon detected and
rectified. MeClellall, hastening to the scene of action, personally
assumed the direction of the battle, pushing forward tIle di'Tisions
of Kearny and Couch, with a portion of those of Casey and
Richard>iOll. Hooker, being thus sustained, re-entered Oak Grove
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and planted himself firmly in it; he extended his lines as far as
the extreme edge of this wood, whence he commanded an immense
open space, in which were seen some small works, with a few
abandoned tents. This battle, known by the name of Oak Grove,
cost the Federals fifty-one killed, four hundred and one wounded
and sixty-four prisoners.

They were not more than about four miles from Richmond,
and yet the enemy, hitherto so stubborn, had exhibited too great
a want of persistency in the defence of the wood not to have been
the result of calculation. The fact is that the movement of the
army of the Potomac lost all its importance in view of the great
operations which were in preparation, and which it could no longer
prevent. When McClellan decided at last to feel thft enemy with
his left, a terrible storm was gathering on his right.

On that very day, the 25th of June, a single horseman, without
companions and witho,-!-t followers, had ridden through the de
serted streets of Richmond at an early hour in the morning, had
dismounted at Lee's headquarters, and had shortly after quickly
resumed his journey in the direction of the north. Some passers
by asserted that they had recognized the famous Jackson in this
mysterious personage, but no credence was given to their st.'lte
ment, for everybody knew that he was fighting on the borders of the
Shenandoah, and that he was not the man to abandon hifl soldiers
before the enemy. It was he, nevertheless, but he had left his
army, whose every movement was wrapt in profound secrecy, at a
few leagues only from that place, and, after having received his
chief's instructions, was returning to meet his heads of column,
then within a short distance of Ashland. A short conference had
sufficed the two generals to determine all their plans, and they
were going to join in striking a heavy blow against the right wing
of the Federals. This wing was in fact the mOflt exposed, since
)IcClellan had massed the best part of his troops between Rich
mond and the Chickahominy. To cover the long line of railway
which supplied his army as far as White House, he had been
obliged to leave the three divisionfl of Morell, Sykes and Mc
Call, which formed his right wing under Porter, north of the
Chickahominy. They faced south, ranged parallel with the river.
McCall occupied the extreme right at Mechanicsville and Beaver-
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dam Creek; Sykes and Morell were posted on the neighboring
heights of Gaines' Mill, resting their left on the swamps of the
Chickahominy just where it begins to become wooded. With
the exception of some small breastworks and a few abatis on the
left bank of the Beaver-dam, no works had been erected to pro
tect these positions. General McClellan had always intended to
abandon them as soon as the time had arrived for transferring his
base of operations to the James River. He had never given up
the idea of this change of base, so often projected and always post
poned; he had even begun making preparations for it within the
last few days, by sending a certain number of vessels loaded with
provisions into the waters of the James. Such, therefore, being
his intentiQll, he had dcemed it useles.'l to cover his right wing
with defensive works like those extending along the rest of his
front; he soon had cause bitterly to regret this.

Two principal passages, each composed of two bridges thrown
alongside of each other across the Chickahominy, connected the
right wing with the rest of the army. The lower passa",cre was
formed by the bridge on which Sumner had crossed on the day
of the battle of Fair Oaks, and by another constructed under the
direction of Colonel Alexander, whose Dame it bore. They gave
access to the extremity of the vast clearing, named after Doctor
Trent, on the right side of the river, where the headquarters were.
The other pas.'illge, situated two thousand five hundred metres
higher up, and composed of the Duane and 'Voodbury bridges,
named after two engineer officers, connected the positions occupied
by Porter's left with Golding's clearing, which stretches beyond
the former on the same side of the Chickahominy.

The Federal line extended from Golding to the border of
"Thite Oak Swamp, forming the arc of a cirele, of which Bottom's
Bridge was the eentre. It was covered throughout by consider
able works; redoubts placed at intervals were connected by
breastworks built of wood and earth, and by vast abatis; and
numerous clearings, which afforded a considerable field of fire to
the artillery along the whole front, prevented the enemy from ap
proaching under cover. Franklin's corps occupied the position
alljoining the Golding clearing. Sumner, on his left, in front of
the Courtenay farm, rested on Fair Oaks. Heintzelman's line,
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thrown across the Williamsburg turnpike, extended from the rail
way to White Oak swamp. Keyes, who had been held in reserve
since the battle of Fair Oaks, occupied the vicinity of Bottom's
Bridge and the road which crosses the swamp near its entrance.

The Confederate army had opposed to these works a line of
entrenchments which, although of no great importance, would en
able it on the day of battle to reduce the defenders of Richmond
to a simple cordon of sharpshooters. Being reinforced by a large
number of soldiers drawn from the South, and, it is said, even from
the armies of the West, it had been arranged into five divisions.
Longstreet and A. P. Hill commanded two of them. Huger,
despite his conduct of the 31st of May, as he possessed great in
fluence at Richmond, had preserved his own. Magruder, who had
di~tinguished himself by his energy at Yorktown, had command
of another, and the fifth had been given to D. H. Hill. This
army numbered nearly sixty thousand men; Jackson had brought
it about thirty thousand. Huger and Magruder were opposed,
the first to Heintzelman, the second to Sumner. To the left of
Magruder, A. P. Hill, whose right was in front of Golding, ex
tended along the river opposite Porter's positions, and one of his
brigades, under Branch, detached on the upper Chickahominy,
held a bridge situated above Meadow Bridge.· Longstreet and
D. H. Hill, placed in reserve, were encamped near Richmond, on
the Williamsburg and New Bridge roads.

On the evening of the 25th, Jackson's heads of column arrived
at Ashland. But notwithstanding the secrecy which attended his
march, General McClellan was already informed of it. On the
morning of the 24th he had learnt, through a deserter, that Jack
son had left Gordonsville, and would probably attack him on the
28th. He could not believe, however, that the latter would thus
be able to escape the three Federal armies which were exclusively
engaged in pursuing him. But the next day, even while the
battle of Oak Grove was being fought, he received positive infor
mation of Jackson's approach, the advanced cavalry of the latter
having appeared at Hanover Court-house. There was no further
room for doubt. The sixty or seventy thousand men assembled
at Washington and in the valley of Virginia had neither been
able to detain Jackson's army nor to follow it. They had not
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even perceived its departure; and while McDowell, Banks and
Fremont remained motionless, all the Confederate forcal were
m!.lS8ing in order to crush the army of the Potomac. In a few
more hours the cannon would announce the commencement of
the great struggle. As Mr. Lincoln candidly wrote to McClel
lan a few days after, even if they had had a million of iDen to
send him they would have arrived too late. The commander of
the army of the Potomac had no alternative but to fight with the
resources at his C'ommand. He set himself immediately to work.
Those only who have felt the weight of a heavy responsibility, who
have long predicted the dangers incurred through the mistakes
of other~, and who, after having pointed them out in vain, find
themselves suddenly obliged to face them, can form a conception
of what was then p!.lS8ing in the mind of the Federal commander.
But far from faltering, this ordeal suggested to him the finest
inspiration of his entire career-to abandon his communications
with York River, in order to establish a new base of operations
on the Jaml's immediately after the battle which was now pend
ing. Such was the bold and masterly plan conceived by McClel
lan, in rCi'ponse to the movement of his opponent, which he had
divined e\"Cn before it had commenced. Jackson's presence at
Hanover Court-house had convinced him that Lee designed to
fall upon his right wing, and oblige him to hastily evacuate the
works which menaced Richmond, in order to save his communi
cations with York River. This movement of retreat on his right
was such as would most naturally suggest itself to the mind of
the commander-in-chief of the army of the Potomac in the posi
tion he oceupied; but it was also precisely the movement which
his adversary expected him to make, and it thus afforded excel
lent chances of success to the Confederates, who must have made
every preparation for turning, during this flank march, his retreat
into an irreparable rout. In relinquishing the idea of cover
ing the York River road, he deceived all the calculationS of the
enemy. The more the latter extended his lines on the right,
the easier it became for McClellan to establish, by his left, new
communiClltions with the James. This done, he could concen
trate the whole of his army on the right bank of the Chickahom
iny, and, if forced by circumstanC'cs, proceed in the direction of the
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James by crossing 'Vhite Oak Swamp, or, if a favorable opportu
nity offered, even take advantage of Lee's eccentric movement to
march direct upon Richmond, and enter that city before him. Once
€Stablished on the James, he was free to reascend this river in
order to attack the Confederate capital, or to cross it to under
take a new campaign on the south side with greater chances of
~U('ce&!. He could thus thrust after parrying; and if overwhelmed
by numbers, he would at least have frustrated the combinations
upon which his opponent seemed to rely for crLt-;hing him. It
was necessary above all to secure to the army the means for sub
sisting and fighting, during the time it would be deprived of com
munications with its stores. The wagons of the several corps
were loaded with eight days' rations and a large quantity of am
munition. A drove of two thousand five hundred head of cattle
Was ('Ollected together and parked under the shade of the beau
tiful foliage which gives the borders of the Chickahominy the
appearance of an English garden. At the same time, the
wounded, the sick, the lame and all the non-combatants (boucltes
inlltill'8) were sent to ·White House. The vast stores which had
accumulated there were hastily reshipped, and several vessels
loaded with provisions were already proceeding down York
River, with directions to await further instructions at the en
trance of the James. The exccution of the.<;e measures, which
had begun amid the silence of the night of the 25th-26th, was.
continued during the two succeeding days, despite the noise and
turmoil of conflicts. From that moment the army of the Poto
mac, able to depend upon its own resources for a whole week,
l'e5embled a ship which, with its cargo and ballast on board, is
onl)- fastened to her mooring by a slender rope. It was destined
to en('ounter many storms before casting anchor on the banks of
James River. To venture thus with an army of more than one hun
dred tholL-"3nd volunteers into a series of operations, in the midst
of which, ,vhether victorious or vanquished, it was destined for
rome time to see its communications cut by the enemy, was cer
minlyone of the boldest resolutions which can be adopted by a
general in war. It was in singular contrast with the circumspec
tion whieh had hitherto characterized all the movements of the
Federals; but despite appearances, it was the less dangerous
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course to pursue, and this contrast was in perfect harmony with
the American character, which can at times combine a temporiz
ing prudence with the strangest rashness.

Oh the morning of the 26th the Confederate army was in
motion. Jackson left Ashland with his three divisions, marching
toward the west. He was to take in rear all the positions which
the Federals might attempt to defend along the Chickahominy.
Branch's brigade, which was en<'8mped higher up the river, alme
down by the left bank, while A. P. Hill crossed it at Meadow
Bridge, in order to appear before the strong positions of ~Ie

chanicsville, and attack them in front, as soon as Jackson's cannon
should announce that they were turned on the left. D. H. Hill
and Longstreet were waiting for the bridge at Mechanicsville to
be freed by this movement, in order to cross it immediately in
succession. The fin>t, bearing to the left, was to join hands with
Jackson, and thus unite for the battle all the Confederate forces
into a Ringle army. The second was to take position on the
right of A. P. Hill, and follow the course of the Chickahominy,
while the left wing, formed now by Jackson, and the centre
by the two Hills, would continue to advance in order to attack
the right wing of the Federals, which was expected to deploy
beyond the White House railway. Magruder, with his ·own
division and that of Huger, numbering altogether about twenty
five thousand men, was left to cover Richmond and watch Mc-

. Clellan's left wing.
The movements of the Confederate army were not punctually

executed. Jackson and his principal lieutenants were not so well
acquainted as the defenders of Richmond with the country in
which they were about to operate; they found it difficult to move
their troops through that region, covered with woods and trav
ersed by sinuous roads, so unlike the wide open spaces in the
valley of Virginia. These unavoidable delays which Jackson had
to encounter, however, did not prevent him from following Lee's
inst.ructions. After having communicated, through his scouts in
the vicinity of :Meadow Bridge, with the army which was coming
out of Richmond, and having assured himself that he was sup
ported in the bold movement he had undertaken, he took the .
White House railway for his objective point, and following as

c)ltiLE DvGoogle
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6traight a line as po8Sible, preceded by the whole of Stuart's cav
alr)-, he started on his march; he expected to meet the enemy
on the borders of the Tolopotamoi.
"~ile Jackson was approaching this water-course, the ban~s of

which he was to find deserted, Lee had also put his army in motion.
General A. P. Hill had lIlll.-"-o<e<l his division in front of Mcadow
Bridge for the purpose of forcing the passage of that bridge
3.5 soon as Jackson had turned it by extending his left beyond
Mtcbanicsville. Having advanced at the appointed time, he had
met \\;th no resistance around the bridge itself, of which he took
pos.;ession without striking a blow; but a serious engagement took
plare shortly after between his troops and those of McCall, form
ing the extremity of the Federal line on that side.

McCall had only left one regiment and a battery at Mechanics
ville, and this detachment had fallen back upon the rest of the di
vision, after having checked for a moment by its fire the columns
which were climbing the bare slopes of the hill on the summit of
which the village stands. In was on Bcaver-<1am Creek, in fact,
that the Federal general was awaiting the enemy. This marshy
stream, which runs into the Chickahominy though a ravine with
precipitous sides, is only accessible by two roads, one, to the north,
leading to Bethesda church and the Pamunky; the other, to the
south, communicates with Cold Harbor junction by way of EI
l)"son's ~Iills. McCall had entrusted Reynolds' brigade with the
defence of the first pass, while Seymour was directed to guard
the S«.'Ond. His third brigade, commanded by Meade, was held
in reserve. A. P. Hill, having reachL>d the Mechanicsville heights,
deploy..-'d his division, nearly fourteen thousand men strong, in
front of the formidable positions occupied by the Federals. His
namesake, D. H. Hill, followed in his rear for the purpose of
extending to the left, with Ripley's brigade in advance. Lee di
rected in person all the movements which were to place his army
in line. President Davis had ('Orne Ollt of Richmond to witness
the first act of this great conflict. The Confederates knew that
it was easy to turn the position of the Federals by attacking it
from the north. If McCall was supported on that side-that is

. to say, on his right-by considerable forces, Jackson. could not
fail to meet it on his route, and the noise of cannon would soon
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apprise his chief of such an encounter. It was natural to infer,
therefore, from the prolonged silence, that McCall was isolated,
and that the army of the Shenandoah was about to take his posi
tion' in rear without striking a blow; consequently, there was
nothing to be done but tQ wait for the issue of this movement.
But Lee, rendered impatient at the slowness with which his
orders were executed, and stimulated, it may be, by the presence
of the President, could not rel'ist the temptation to hurl against
the Federal positions the fine troops he was leading into battle
for the first time. It is true that time was precious, and that no
one among the Confederates who saw those magnificent regi
ments and witnessed the fervent zeal which animated them was
doubtful of success. Pender's brigade, of A. P. Hill's division,
reinforced by that of Ripley, attempted to cross the Be:1ver-dam at
Ellyson's Mills, while a strong demonstration was made on the left
upon the Bethesda road. But the Federals, bcing completely
sheltered, received with a terrific fire of musketry and artillery the
as."ailants, who were utterly unprotected against their shot. On the
left a Georgia regiment advanced alone close to the Union lines;
but a final volley drove it back in disorder upon the rest of the
column engaged in this demonstration. At Ellyson's Mills, Pen
der and Ripley, after witnessing the destruction of one half of
their brigade..., without being even able to reach the enemy, were
obliged to recross the stream with the remnant of their troops.
Meanwhile, the Confederate chief, exasperated by this check, still
persisted in attacking the Federal positions in front. Their whole
line mlvanced, and was exposed to the fire of the enemy's can
non, while a new attack 'was attempted against the batteries which
commanded Ellyson's Mills. Vain was the bloody effort. 'rhe as
saulting columns were checked and driven back, the Federal shells
striking the long lines of the Confederates fairly in the centre, and
after four hours of fighting night put an end to the conflict,
without a solitary inch of ground having been gained by the as
sailants. This imprudent attack had cost them nearly three thou
sand men, while the Federals had only two hundred and fifty
wounded and eighty killed.

The battle of Beaver-dam Creek, where so many men had
bcen sacrificed fruitlessly, was an unfortunate beginning for the
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great operation of Lee. The number of victims was concealed
from the army, and the Confederate generals waited to hear from
Jackson, whose cannon had not been once heard during the whole
of that day.

The latter, however, had executed the movement which had been
prescribed to him. Crossing the Tolopotamoi, he had continually
pushed forward, leaving the Chickahominy gradually behind
him, but without meeting any of the enemy's forces, except St.one
man's cavalry, and night had overtaken him near the clearings of
Hundeley's Corner, where he had bivouacked. Impressed with
the purpose of his chief, in haste to outflank the right wing of the
Federals and to seize the ·White House railway, the noise of can
non aloug the Beaver-dam, on which he had turned his back, had
only the effect of hastening his march. McClellan, on his side,
had been informed of Jackson's movement, both through Stone
man, who had been watching the march of the Confederate gen
eral since morning with several regiments of cavalry, and by the
few words which had fallen from prisoners captured by McCall.
As the latte~ all belonged to Lee's army, it was evident that Jack
sou was manoouvring on the extreme l!'ederal right, and that his
approaching arrival would be sufficient to cause the defences of
Beaver-dam Creek to fall. McClellan was expecting this, and
had instructed General Barnard, chief of engineers of his army,
to select a new position, which covered the bridg('s of the Chicka
hominy, upon which the whole right wing was ordered to fall
back on the 27th at daybreak.

This position was not very strong; the hills adjoining the
Chickahominy, although quite Bteep on the river side upon
which the Federals were resting, sloped down in slight un
dulations on the side where the enemy was expected, and pre
sented no natural line of defence. Between Mechanicsville and
the Alexander bridge, where the forest sweeps down to the edge
of the ChickahomillY swamps, the hills commanding the left bank
of this water-course are for the most part under cultivation,
and their crest alone is crowned with isolated c1U!~ters of trees.
This open space stretches thus a distance of from five to six
miles in length, while its width gradually increases from one
and a half ro three miles on a line with the Alexander bridge.
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At the point where this breadth is greatest stands the build4
ing which gives its name to the important cross-roods of Cold
Harbor. Among the roans crossing at this point, one connects
at Bethesda with that from Mechanicsville to the PamllDky;
another leads to Mechanicsville by WIlY of the houses' 'Of ':New
Cold Harbor and Doctor Gaines'; a third, passing by McOee's
farm, at a distance of three or four hundred feet from Cold Har-

. bor, descends toward the Chickahominy, to continue its course
through the woods as far as Dispatch station. The catL.~way

constructed by Colonel Alexander, leading to the bridge which
bears his name, struck this road a little above the point where
it penetrated into the marshy forest bordering the large clearing;
and finally, a cross-road branched off from this same point, con
necting it directly with New Cold Harbor, and running beside a
long narrow wood belonging to this plantation.

The line of defence selected by General Barnard rested its left
on the Chickahominy below the Gaines house. This portion of
the line could have been effectively protected by the small stream
called Powhite Creek, which runs at right angles to the course of
the river, and on which Gaines' Mill is situated; but it had been
laid out two or three hundred feet in rear, through a long strip of
wood rather narrow and easy of acce.."S, which descended nearly
to the river. It fronted westward. The centre of the line, placed.
at right angles and facing north, followed the New Cold Harbor
road, resting upon the woods; thence it stretched over a consider
able space of decidedly undulating' ground, and crossed an open
fie1<l, terminating on the other side of the same wood, the extremity
of which it intersected. The right of the line, still more drawn
back, was traced across McGee's farm on the road from Cold
Harbor to Dispatch, resting upon the impassable swamps which
border the large clearing on this side. .

A little before daylight McCall left the position of Beaver-dam,
which he had so well defended the day before. The brigades of
Martindale and Griffin of Morell's division, which had come
the previous evening to take position alongside of him, but had
not been in action, remained to cover his retreat. The Confeder4
ares soon attacked them with as much fierceness, but with as little
success, as on the preceding day. Taking advantage of a moment's
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pause, while his adversaries were resting, Morell quickly aban
doned the works he occupied, and hastened to join the rest of Por
ter's corp.'! at Gaines' Mill without being pursued.

At noon on the 27th the twenty-five thousand men composing
this corps awaited the enemy in the position we have described.
All their baggage, all their 1Iw.th-iel, their park of siege guns and
their reserve artillery, had been transferred, during the night or
early in the morning, to the other side of the Chickahominy; the
difficult task entrusted to the right wing of the army of the Po
tomac was not to throw any obstacle in the way of the enemy to
prevent him from extending his lines and cutting the railroad,
but simply to bar his approach to the river. General McClellan,
as we have before remarked, had no other object in view but to
prevent his opponent from crossing this stream during the move
ment he was obliged to make in order to reach the James. But
he was of opinion that to defend the right bank it was necessary
to wait with firm attitude for the Confederates on the left bank;
otherwise, they could have rapidly descended as far as Bottom's
Bridge, or even Long's Bridge, and there finding crossings which
the Federals could not guard, they could fall upon the seemingly
less exposed flank of the long columns which were about to march
in toward the James.

Porter placed Morell in the narrow wood which extends back
of Powhite Creek. The three brigades belonging to this division
were thus disposed: Butterfield on the left, in the flat lands ad
joining the river; Martindale in the centre, occupying the edge
of the Powhite wood; Griffin on the right, deployed across the
forest of which this wood is only the extremity, and resting upon
Xew Cold Harbor. The position of the last was a difficult one,
for his line was not fortified by any depression in the ground,
while the thickness of the surrounding foliage exposed it to all
surprises of the enemy. Sykes' division formed the centre and
the right of Porter's corps. The brigades were deployed in two
lines each consisting of two regiments. McCall's division was
placed in reserve; one of his brigades under Meade on the left,
in rear of Morell's troops; the rest under Reynolds and Sey
mour, on the extreme right, observing the road to Dispatch sta
tion. Twelve batteries, half of which were regular artillery, sup-
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ported the FL'<.1eral infantry, but the undulations of the ground
and the prox imity of the woods destro)'l.'d much of their efficiency.
A few squadrons of the Fifth regular cavalry, and two regiments
of mounted volunteers, complcted this force.

Master of the Bea,ver-dam passcs, Lee had followed the Federals
step by Htep, pressing them close, but being careful not to bring
on an engagement. Indeed, he was far from having fathomed
the designs of his adversary.· Believing him still bent upon pre
serving his communications with the "'hite Hou"e, he expected
every moment to hear that Jacksou had met the right wing of the
Federals, and wanted to give his lieutenant time to fecI the
enemy before going into battle. Meanwhill.', the whole of his
army had been deployed as soon as he had obtained control of
the Beaver-dam passes. Longstreet had come by Ellyson's Mills
to take position on the right. aud rear of A. P. Hill; D. H. HilJ,
resting upon the left, had struck into the road leading from Me
chanicsville to the Pamunky, upon which he was to join Jackson.

About one o'clock the heads of column of A. P. Hill, who
was following the Cold Harbor road, encollnterl.'d the first line
of Griffin's brigade at the entrance of the wood occupied by the
Federals, whose fire, supported by numerous cannon, brought
them to a full stop. Hill's artillery planted itself in vain within
short range to support the attack; the Federal shells which swept
the plateau soon reduced it to silence. In vain did Hill bring
back his divi",ion to the charge several times. Fatigued and
probably discouraged by the combat of the previous day, and the
fruitless losses they had sustained, his soldiers were unable to break
the Federal line. Three regiments, which for an instant struck
it, were immpdiately repulsed, and the rest fell back in disorder.
Hill's main attack had been directed upon the wood of Xew Cold
Harbor, between that place on the left and a point on the right
where this wood becomes narrower as it stretches down into the
valley. This attack had been repulsed by the right of Morell's
division and Sykes' left brigade, commanded by the young and
valiant ,rarren; before the end of the first engagement these
troops had been reinforced by Meade's and Seymour's brigades.

Lee had arrived on the field of battle; the unexpected resist
ance that Hill had met with showed that he had a considerable
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portion of the enemy's army before him, and that, instead of ex
tending his lines to defend his communications with the White
House, the Federal commander had concentrated his entire force in
the neighborhood of the Chickahominy. It was necessary, therefore,
that Jackson, who was proceeding toward the left of Tunstall
station, should return to the right to attack the flank of the Fed
erals in the positions they had selected, and cut them off entirely
from York River, which was the object of aU the manreuvres ex
ecuted during these three days. Cold Harbor was indicated
to Jackson as the point of direction.

While waiting for the arri.val of this powerful reinforcement,
Lee made a new attempt between three and four o'clock to carry
the Federal positions. In pursuance of his instructions; Hill re
turoed to the charge near New Cold Harbor, and Longstreet, who
had deployed on his right, made a strong diversion against Mor
rell's and McCall's troops, posted in the narrow section of the
woods, while this movement was supported by all the available
artillery. But Hill was not. more successful thIs time than before,
and Longstreet sOon perceived that he would have to bcar the
whole brunt of the battle. IIll,tead of making a simple demon
stration, he determined to charge the Federal troops opposed to
him, with his whole division.

Those troops received at the same instant an important rein
forcement. Porter's three divisions, numbering about twenty-five
thousand men, which until then had held out against the equal
forces of Hill and Longstr~et,had been engaged to the last man;
at the solicitation of their chief, who felt himself pressed on
every side, General McClellan had just sent Slocum's division
of Franklin's corps to their a..'lsi8tance. It arrived just at the mo
ment when Longstreet was charging the left wing of the Federal
army with the greatest vigor. The latter resist{ld with difficulty.
Porter always showed himself where the danger was greatest,
encouraged his soldiers and re-formed their ranks in the midst
of a shower of balls. The hattie raged with equal violence
along the whole line from New Cold Harbor to the Chickahom
iny. The brigades and regiments successively brought forward
from the reserve, to fill the gaps caused by the enemy's fire, or to
replace the troops who had exhausted their ammunition, had be-

VOL. 1I.-7
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come divided and scattered; McCall's soldiers had become mixed
with those of Morrell in the woods, so that the generals, having no
longer their troops in hand, could not direct them, and were re
duced to giving the combatants examples of personal bravery
wherever the chances of the conflict led them. Besides, it was im
possible, amid the dust and smoke and the intervening clusters of
trees which intercepted the view, to form a clear idea of the whole
field. At this juncture Slocum made his appearance. His divis
ion was immediately parcelled out like the others; Bartlett went
to the right to support Sykes; Newton got into line on the left
to oppose Longstreet, by the side of Morrell's and McCall's sol
diers. If, in thus sharing his division, Slocum had deprived him
self of the means of uniting it again for a new effort, he had at
least supplied with fresh troops all the points menaced by the
enemy; he arrested the assailants, and inflicted upon them, for tht.>
moment, a bloody check. It was nearly five o'clock in the evening;
Lee had not been able to effect a breach in a single one of the .
positions which since four o'clock he llRd attacked with so much
vigor. The solrliers of Hill and Longstreet were exhausted.

Meanwhile, Porter, seeing that t.he enemy would not grant him a
moment's rest except for the purpose of instantly returning to the
charge, called for immediate reinforCt.>ments. General McClellan,
informed by the occurrences of the preceding day, of the presence
of Jackson, and of the crossing to the left bank of the Chicka
hominy by a portion of the Confederate army, knew that the
enemy must have more than sixty th<;lUsand men on that side of
the river. He had opposed tQ this force up to that time only thirty
three thousand or thirty-five thousand, under Porter at Gaines' Mill;
he had yet a few hours of daylight before him to finish the battle,
and could have availed himself of them to bring the largest por
tion of his army to the succor of his lieutenant, and face the Con
federates with a force at least equal to their own. But convinced
that Lee commanded an army of one hundred and sixty thousand
men, he believed that nearly one hundred thousand of them had
been left in front of his lines, from White Oak Swamp to Golding;
he was unwilling to weaken his left wing in their presence, to
8ttengthen his right. His corps commanders, being consnlted by
him, fnlly endorsed his views, saying that they needed all their
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troops to defend their positions. Old Sumner alone had offered
two brigades, which were forwarded to the battle-field at the
close of the evening.

While a decisive struggle was taking place on the left bank,
and all the available forces of the enemy were being brought to
gether, to attack the thirty-five thousand men forming the right
wing of the army of the Potomac, seventy or eighty thousand
Federals were thus kept back on the right bank by twenty-five
thousand Confederates. Magruder, who was in command of the
latter, succeeded, as he had done at Warwick Creek, in deceiving
his adversary as to his real strength. He kept him constantly on
the alert during the entire day; and just when the fire slackened
011 the other bank, he even made a vigorous attack upon Smith's
division at Golding. He was repulsed with loss, leaving the
greatest portion of a Georgia regiment, with its commander, Col
onel Lamar, formerly a member of Congress, in the hands of the
Federals. But he had thereby accomplished his object and pre
vented new reinforcements from being sent to the aid of the Fed
eral right wing.

In the mean time, Lee was impatiently waiting for the arriwl
of Jacbon, who had been delayed on his march, and who alone
could henceforth secure him the victory. The commander of the
army of the Shenandoah had joined D. H. Hill's division at
Bethesda, and was approaching the field of battle with an army
of forty thousand men, fresh and full of ardor. The firing of
musketry, the repeated volleys of which burst forth on the side
of Cold Harbor, on the extreme left of the Confederate line, soon
proclaimed that he had at last met the enemy, and that the battle
was about to assume a new aspect. Lee rushed to the sound,
and meeting Jackson concerted with him a general attack.
Whiting and a brigade of Jacbon's old division proceeded to
the right to support Longstreet and take position between him
and the debris of A. P. Hill's division. The attack on the
wood of New Cold Harbor on the left was entrusted to the re
mainder of Jackson's division; in the vicinity of Cold Harbor
were deployed Ewell's forces first, then those of D. H. Hill,
while Stuart's cavalry was drawn up still further to the left; as
far as the forest.
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Toward six o'clock this new army renewed the attack upon
Porter',; troops, alrcady exhaw3tro. by five hours' fighting. D. H.
Hill gave the signal of attack to the extreme left, and in less
than a quarter of an hour the battle raged along the whole line
from the borders of the Chickahominy to the front of Cold Har
bor. The Federal artillery was reinforced, and concentrated its fire
upon every point where the enemy's battalions could be seen. Nor
was it made to falter by the advance of the enemy on its right, near
McGee's farm, but poured grape-shot into the ranks of D. H. Hill,
almost at the cannon's mouth. The latter captured a few pieces of
cannon, only to lose them again an instant after. They had, how
ever, gained some ground on thi8 side, but in the mean while Ew
ell, who was posted between McGee's farm and New Cold Harbor,
had seen all his efforts fail before the well-sustained fire of his
ad\·el·,;aries. He nevertheless led to the attack soldiers proved
by all the marches and victories in the valley of Virginia, but he
found before him the brig-..lde of regulars, who make it a point
of honor never to yield before volunteers, whatever may be their
number. To support Ewe)], Jackson ordered three brigades of his
old division to advance successively against the wood of New Cold
Harbor. Thi!oi was the weakest point of the Federal line ; for lying
across the den'iCSt part of the forest, it was exposed to constant sur
prises, and could not be snpported by artillery, as elsewhere. The
brig-ollies of Meade and Taylor of Sloenm's divi8ion made a stub
born defence in this difficult position, but they were slowly driven
back by thc superior forces whieh attacked them. This advantage
wllich the Confederates had gained in the centre exposed the an
gle of the wood at the point where it becomes narrow as it stL'etches
down toward the Chiekahominy. The Federal left had hitherto
made an obstinate stand in this narrow scetion of the wood,
agaim;t the assaults of Longstreet at first, and of \Vhiting after
him. The latter finally availed himself of the confusion into which
his adver"aries had been thrown by the loss of the wood at New
Cold Harbor, to take possession of it; but every time that his
soldiers ventured beyond the curtain of trees the enemy's cannon
compelled them to run back for shelter behind this protecting
screen. Meanwhile, the Federal infantry, which had again formed
into line near its guns, was becoming exhausted by so unequal a
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struggle; the ammunition was giving out, no reinforcements ar
rived, and the moment approached when excessive fatigue would
overcome the energy of the steadiest men. The regiments, of which
more than one were reduced to a handful of men, drew together
in isolated groups; the combat continued, but was carried on indi
vidually, by soldiers among whom all systematic connection had
ceased to exist. Precisely at this moment Jackson came forward
with his last reserves and ordered a general attack. The atten
uated lines of the Federals were everywhere shattered. Whiting
sent forward one of his brigades, composed of Texan soldiers,
into the re-entering angle formed by the thick wood of Cold
Harbor and the clusters of trees which extend its line toward the
river. General Hood, who was then one of the most brilliant
officers in the Confederate army, although he subsequently became
a most indifferent general-in-chief, was in command of this brigade,
to which he imparted his own martial ardor. In vain did the
Federal artillery concentrate its fire to check him like the others
as he emerged from the wood. The four Texan regiments advanced
without faltering, under a shower of shells. As they closed up
their ranks, whieh the Federal missiles were thinning more and
more, their long line scarcely wavered. They paused for a moment
to fire, but Hood instantly pushed them forward; they rushed on
ward with loud yells to the very mouth of the guns which hnd so
mercilessly poured grape into them. The artillery horses hitched to
the limbers either ran away with their drivers, or were driven off
by them. The Federal soldiers, who up to this time had stood by
thOlle guns to support them, grew weak at last; not daring yet
to take to flight openly, they began to desert the post of danger
under pretence of carrying to ambulance.'J the wounded, whose
number was rapidly increasing. The most determined among them
were soon hurried along in the retreat, which was accelerated more
and more, and the few gunners who had persisted in remaining
at their post to the last, also disappeared in the tide of Texans,
which overwhelmed them in an instant, leaving nothing behind
bot corpses lying on the ground.

Longstreet has imitated this movement on the extreme left of
the Federal line, and the greater part of Butterfield's brigade,
being cut off from the rest of the army, barely escaped through
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the Upper Duane bridge. The regular cavalry, led by a chief
of great personal bravery, but more accustomed to the pursuit of
Indians than to handling squadrons before a disciplined eneUlY,
tries in vain to regain a portion of what has been lost. Placed
at the bottom of the valley, General Cooke, in order to lead his
men to the charge, makes them scale the steep, clayey acclivities,
the summit of which is already occupied by the right wing o£ the
Confederates; consequently, his horses are soon out of wind.
The Federal cavalry, in confronting the enemy's lines, which are
unflinchingly awaiting its approach, disperses into skirmishing
squads, which resort to pistol-fighting, after the manner they had
learned in the far West. Such a conflict could not last more
than a few minutes. One-half of the mounted regulars are left
upon the field, or in the hands of the enemy; the rest fall back to
throw confusion into the Federal battalions, already in full retreat.
The Confederates are carrying everything before them along the
whole line. Two Federal regiments, which have bravely kept
up the fight in the wood of Ncw Cold Harbor when all was giv
ing way around them, find themselves surrounded, decimated and
compelled to surrender. Ewell and D. H. Hill also take advan
tage in their turn of the sureesses achieved by the right wing of
the army. Their artillery succeeds at last in planting itself on
the summit of the hill so long occupied by Sykes' division, and
crushes that division with its fire. Being thus attacked in front
and menaced in flank by the enemy, who has taken possession of
the wood of New Cold Harbor, Sykes falls back, defending the
ground foot by foot. But a portion of his artillery, the teams of
which have ba>n killed, remains on the field of battle. The reg
ulars do not allow Hill to push his suoooss along the road lead
ing from Cold Harbor to Dispatch, by which he could have cut
off the retreat of the enemy. Fearfully reduced. as they are, they
care less for the losses they have sustained than for the mortifica
tion of yielding to volunteers.

Meanwhile, the retreat of the Federals on the left and centre
threatens to become a rout. The crowd of fugitives, with which
are mingled artillery teams, followed at a distance by groups of
brave soldiers who have rallied around their chiefs, has rapidly
descended into a small ravine, beyond which rises another hill.
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On the summit of this hill the two Cold Harbor roads form a
junction to gain the Alexander bridge beyond, at the bottom
of the valley, the only passage by which the Federals may yet
be able to cross the Chickahominy. If the enemy succeeds in
seizing this position, his two wings will unite for the purpose
of driving the dd7riB of the right wing of the army of the Poto
mae into the swamp, and crush them before they have been able
to cross the narrow defile of the bridge. But at this critical mo
ment fortune does not employ her final rigors against the Federals.
The Confederates, fatigued by the effort they have just made, halt
to re-form their lines. Hood's brigade alone has lost over one
thousand men in the last charge. Stuart, near Cold Harbor, does
not know how to make his excellent troops play the part which
appertains to cavalry on the eve of a victory; he allows himself
to be held back by the resolute stand of the regulars, and some
few hundred men bearing the flags of Warren's brigade.

The retreat of the Federals, which was hastened by the decliv
ity which they were descending into the ravine, is, on the con
trary, slackened when they climb the other side. The hattIe has
suddenly ceased; an effort is made to ascertain the condition of
things; they halt. Twenty-two pieces of cannon have fallen into
the hands of the cnemy, but there y~t remain forty or fifty. Most
of these are again placed in battery, and open from a distance
upon the lincs of the assailants a fire which restores courage to
the Union soldiers. The latter listen once more to the voices of
their chiefs. Porter, Morrell, Slocum, Meade and Butterfield
see increasing the groups gathering around them at random from
every regiment. On the right the Federals have lost less ground
and preserved better order in their retreat. At this instant Rich
ardson· and Mt>.agher arrive on the ground with the two hrigades
sent by Sumner. The second is composed exclusively of Irish-

*This is a slight error. The brigade8 were those of J'\'enck and Meagher.
See General McClellan's Report, page 127: .. French's and Meagher's brigades
no'll" appeared, driving before them the stragglers who were thronging toward
the bridge." And again: .. TheRe brigades advanced boldly to the front, and by
their example, as well as by the 8teadine88 of their bearing, reanimated our own
troops and warned the enemy that reinforcements had arrived." This praise of
their conduct renders it the more important that it should rest where it was
meriled.-ED.

,
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men, the green flag, ornamented with a golden harp, floating in
thei~ midst. They arriw, shouting vociferously and displaying all
that vivacity and dash for which the chihlren of this ancient war
like race are noted when marching to battle. Their romr.ules,
on finding thcmseh'cs thus supported, fCspond with lond hurrahs,
by which they seck to gain fre,.:h courage. In the mean time,
the enemy has re-formed his ranks, and is again in motion; but
instead of a routed crowel he beholds a body of resolute troops,
who secm to be c:llmly waiting for him on the slopcs situate<l on
the other side of the ravine. At this sight he hesitates, and ap
proachiug night puts an end to the s<'mguinary struggle.

The losses werc heavy on both sides. Out of thirty-five thou
sand men engaged, the Federals had nearly seven thousand killed
or wounded. The assailant,> suffered e\'en more, but they had
aehie\'Cd a signal victory. Twenty-two guns, a large number of
prisoners, and most of the woumk'd, abandoned by the enemy on
the tiekl of battle, afforded substantial proof of their success.
Their opponents had fought with great vigor, and it was no dis
grace to Porter's soldicrs that they had to succumb in such an
unequal struggle. Besides, the success of the Confederates was
not so decisi\'c as they at first imagined. The resistance made by
thc Federals at Gaines' Mill, and tlwir inaction on the other side
of the Chickahominy, had led Lee and his generals to believe that
they had jnst beaten the largpst portion of the army of the Poto
mae, and that by driving it back to the river they had completely
turned it by their manmuvfCS. Convinced that they had cut off
the Federals from their only line of retreat, they already fancied
that :McClellan, hemmed in among the marshes of the Chicka
hominy and 'Vhite Oak Swamp, was about to mpitulate with all
his forc('S, or that the grcat army of invasion, haru."sed on every
side, exhausted by fatigue and hunger, would dissolve before
them like a storm-cloud after thunder.

While they were preparing to gather the fruit" of their victory,
the Fl'tlerals were collecting together and counting their numbers.
Generals and colonels were trying to rally the smttercd fmgments
of their brigades and regiments. Then, when order was com
pletely restored, battalion after battalion passed over the Alex
ander bridge, occupied by a squadron of cavalry, which, during
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the evening, had prevented the fugitives from approaching it.
In the midst of the obscurity, the Union general Reynolds had
been separated from his men by the enemy's pickets. But despite
a few incidents of this nature, the retreat was ably conducted, and
at daybreak not a single straggler, wounded man nor ca.nnon re
mained on the ground which had been occupied during the night
by Porter's troops. The regulars were the last to cross, after
which they entirely destroyed the magnificent bridge which had
cost so much trouble to construct.

The Federals had not succeeded in preventing the Confederates
from occupying the left bank of the Chickahominy, but they
had made them pay 80 dear for it" possession that the latter did
not feel disposed to mltlke an immediate attempt to force a pas."!age,
for the purpose· of disputing with them the opposite side of the
nver.

While the darkness of a short summer night was covering the
mournful and silent march of the Federal soldiers who had just
fought the battle of Gaines' Mill, a blazing pine-wood fire was
crackling under the tall arocias which commanded the south en
trance of the Alexander bridge. It was on this spot that the
headquarters of the army had been situated during the preceding
days. This romp had been broken up like all the rest, for the
entire army wa." ready to march; but the tall flitting shadows,
projected here and there by the flame upon the dark background
of the surrounding trees, showed that its occupants had not yet
deserted it.

In fact, General McClellan had assembled several of his gener
als around this fire, and was consulting with them regarding the
dispositions to be made for the following day, upon which the
very existence of the army of the Potomac seemed to depend.
The idea was for a moment entertained of playing double or quits
on the right bank of the Chickahominy the game which had just
been lost on the other side. It was McClellan himself who, forget
ting his habitual circumspection, and emboldened by the imminence
of the danger, thought of taking advantage of the enemy's move
ment against his right wing to throw himself upon unprotected
Richmond with all the forces that were left him. The Confeder
ates, being separated from their ropital by the Chickahominy,
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would not be able to arrive in time to succor it, so that the defeat
of the previous day might turn out to be only the prelude to a
brilliant success. His lieutenants, however, Heintzelman espe
cially, opposed this project, and found no difficulty in diverting
his attention from it. It must be acknowledged that it would have
been a desperate undertaking; for the condition of the army was
such that, so far from justifying any rash movenent., it imposed
upon its chief the duty of sacrificing the most tempting combina
tions to the dictates of prudence. The day before, while Porter
was keeping the largCl:lt portion of Lee's army engaged at Gaines'
Mill, it might have been possible to concentrate the rest of the Fed
eral army, and thus penetrate into Richmond. But the propitious
hour had pa.'18ed. That portion of the ,rmy which had just
fought at Gaines' Mill had snffered too severely.to be able to re
sume hostilities on the following day. All that Lee would have
had to do in order to oppose this bold movement would have been
to recross the Chickahominy near the field of battle, and filII upon
the flank of the Federals, if they had come out of their entrench
ments. :Moreover, as usual, the Confederate forces were exaggerated
in the councils of McClellan. But let us ask, Did this plan, the
failure of which would ha"e involved the destruction of the
whole army, offer any tangible and lasting advantages in the
event of success? Once master of Richmond, McClellan would
soon have been besieged in turn by the conquerors of Gaines'
Mill; he would thereby have sacrificed his communications by
way of the 'Vhite House, without having been able to secure a
new base of operations on the James, the navigation of which
above City Point could easily have been closed by the enemy's
batteries placed on the right bank.

In these circumstances, even the capture of the enemy's capital
would only have aggravated, by retarding for a few days, the
dangers which threatened the army of the Potomac.

The retreat was decided on; the first siege of Richmond was
raised.



CHAPTER IV.

GLENDALE AND MAL VERN.

WE have stated that the army of the Potomac, by changing ita
ba..-.e of operations a few weeks sooner, might have accom

plished important results. But even if it had been entirely free
to execute this movement, the configuration of the James would
have compelled it to move away from Richmond, to rest upon
that part of the river which the navy could reach without danger.
This manreuvre, which had been in preparation by McClellan for
several days, would not have assumed the character of a retreat
if it had not been undertaken the day after a bloody defeat.

But on the evening of the 27th of June it had become a ne
cessity. It alone, in fact, afforded the Federals the means of escap
ing a 8Crious disaster. A few words, regarding the situation of the
two armies, will enable the reader to appreciate the difficult po
sition in which they found themselves, the resources they still
possessed for getting out of it, and the rare ability with which
General McClellan knew how to use them.

The Chickahominy, after running parallel to the James River
and the Pamunky, at ncarly an equal distance from these two
stream.o;, empties into the former about fifty kilometrc.~' below
Richmond. The James in its numerous windings alternately ap
proaches and recedes from this water-course. In the elbow called
Turke)' Bend, which lies twenty-three kilometres in a direct liue
from Richmond, the river, which is both wide and deep, waters
the base of a large hillock, that rises on the left bank in a succes
sion of bare slopes above the forest. From this eminence, named
Malvern Hill by the early English settlers, to the eonfluenee of
White O.lk Swamp and the Chiekahominy below Bottom's
Bridge, there is only a distance of twelve kilometres, but the
tract which separates them is singularly difficult. The White

lOT
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Oak Swamp, which we have described as covering the Federal
left, and forming by its course an acute angle with the Chick
ahominy, was the first obstacle which the Federals had to en
counter if they proceeded toward the James. There was but one
road crossing it, which, connecting with the Williamsburg turn
pike near Bottom's Bridge, ran due south for a distance of five
kilometres, crossing the waters of the swamp, which, being shut in
between two unwooded hills, presented only the appearance of a
small stream, and reascended on the other side the culti,Tated
slopes called Frazier's Farm. One or two kilometres beyond, this
road joins that coming from New Kent Court-house-that is to
say, from the east-which crossed the Chickahominy at Long
Bridge. Thence it inclined to south-west, and at the end of a
mile and a half, it entered a group of connected clearings known
by the name of Glendale, the centre of which was occupied by the
large farm of Mr. Nelson. Farther yet, the road took a south
erly direction, under the name of Quaker road, and struck the
northern slopes of Malvern Hill, five kilometres farther on,
ascending them directly, and finally descending in an oblique line
on the other side, to join the elbow of Turkey Bend at Haxall's
Landing. A great number of smaller roads coming from Rich
mond debouched perpendicularly into the Quaker road, like 80

many radii connecting the arc of a circle with its centre. To the
north of V{hite Oak Swamp there was only one of these roads,
the Williamsburg turnpike, the old line of attack of the Federals,
while south of it there were three principal ones-the Charles
City road, following the right bank of White Oak Swamp, the
New Market road, near the left bank of the James, and the Cen
tral road, between the two. Before approaching Malvern Hill,
however, the New Market road turned abruptly to the left, inter
secting the Central road and merging into the Charles City road,
to connect with the Quaker road ill the Glendale clearings. Sev
eral smaller roads, less practicable for an army, wound about these
three principal roads, connecting the New Market and Central
rO'..Ld directly with Haxall's Landing and the Quaker roao.
Their numerous zigzags turned them into perfect labyrinths,
calculated to lead a solitary traveller astray, or to misdirect the
heads of column of an army on the march. With the excep-
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tion of the clearings of Frazier's Farm and Glendale, and the
cultivated slopes of Malvern Hill, the whole of this region was
only a dense forest of oaks and magnolias, but the soil was
generally sandy and solid. There was but one small water-course
to be met with, the Western Run, which, skirting Malvern
Hill, slopes north and east, and empties into the James below
this hill.

All these topographical details were unknown at McClellan's
headquarters, and, what is yet more extraordinary, they were no
better known to the Confederate stair, who had never expected to
make a campaign on that side. The information possessed by the
Fedcral~, regarding the country into which their army wlL... about
to he launched with its accompanying heavy trains, was extremely
vague, and it may be truly said, that in making Turkey Bend the
objective point of his march, General McClellan was combining
a journey of discovery with the retreat of his army. He was
therefore obliged, throughout the whole of this dangerous expe
dition, to ass~re himself personally of the direction indicated to
each of his corps, and was thereby prevented from commanding
in person at all the battles that were fought on the route, which
subsequently drew upon him the most violent and undeserved
reproaches.

During the night of the 27th-28th, Porter's corps, after cross
ing the Chickahominy, occupied the line of heights which com
mand the course of this river on the right bank. Turned toward
the north, these troops faced the hills where their adversaries of
the day previous were posted. Slocum's division had taken post
on their left, adjoining that of Smith, which with it formed Frank
lin's corps, and which was posted among the earthworks of Gold
ing. The rest of the line of entrenchments facing Richmond was
occupied by four divisions, disposed as follows from right to left:
Richard'lOn, who had just becn joined by the two brigades sent to
Gaine;;' Mill; then Sedgwick, both under the orders of Sumner j

farther on, Hooker and Kearny, composing Heintzelman's corps j

at the extreme left, Keyes, with the divisions of Couch and Peck,
guarding the passes of White Oak Swamp.

On the other side, the conquerors of Gaines' Mill had slept 011

the field of battle, while Magruder kept a watch around Rich-
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moud, very unea.'ly when he thought of the small number of
troops he had at his command.

The retreat upon the James afforded McClellan the important
advantage of releasing him from the defence of his line of com
munications with the White House, against which it was evident
the Confederntes at first intended to direct all their efforts. In
the ('ondition in which his army found itself after the battl<>, a
retreat "begun acr088 a difficult country for the purpose of cover
ing the ·White House would probably have only terminated unfler
the wall of Yorktown. By abandoning his d~pots on York
Rivcr he avoided this danger; but it then became necessary for
him to- (~rry along all that was needed to 8ubsist his troo~, until
he could find new supplies on the James-that is to say, for five,
or perhap six, days. The foresight of the general-in-chicf had
fortunately provided beforehand all the resources whieh such 8D

enterpric required. But while these indispensable resour0e8 rell
dered the march of the army practicable, they could not fail to
impede and retard its movements. The soldiers re(leh'ed two or
three" day::;' cooked rations, additional provisions for three more
days bing placed in the wagons. A drove of two thousand five hun
dredhead of cattle had been also on its way to White Oak Swamp
since the evening of the 27th. This long line of bellowing cattlc
wa in ingular contTa.'lt with the warlike scenes through whicb it
had to pa . At times these thousands of animals, utterly indif
fer lit to their 8urroundings, would stop, despite the eries of the
driver., who escorted them on horseback, and persistently brow;.e
on the gl'as silvered by the full moon; again, they would precip
itate them elves with blind fury acrO!'\'l the bivouacs, where every
thing contributed to increase their fright.

Three days' rations for one hundred thousand soldiers amI
twcnty thousand non-romhatants, five days' forage for forty thou
sand hor ea, three hundred and fifty pieces of artillery-in 8hort,
thc munition8 of 8uch an army--<X>nstituted a formidable train.
It wa the task of the army of the Potomae to protect this traill
as fal' as the borders of the James. Consequently, however ur
gent may have been the march of the army itself, it was com
pelled to remain motionless, until this interminable ribbon 8hould
be unwound along the only and narrow road which was open to

c)ltiLE DvGoogle
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it. Keyes' corps alone received orders to march on the evening
of the 27th. Being placed at White Oak Swamp, it was directed
to take the advance, with injunctions to cover continually the
right Bank of the" train. The other corps, unable to move out of
their positions in consequence of the crowded condition of the
roads, were not even able to put their division-trains in motion
before the evening of the 28th, so long was the line of wagons
belonging to the general administration.

:Meanwhile, the work of destruction, the inevitable consequence
of every retreat, was rapidly progressing. No portion of the en
emy's cavalry having reached the railroad during the night, that
line remained open, and advantage was taken of it to Bend back
npon York River the greatest possible number of sick, wounded,
non-eombatants of every description, as well as a large quantity
of 11l(lieriel. The last train of cars was then loaded with powder
and shell, and the locomotive was despatched, under a full head
of ;,-team, in the direction of the Chickahominy bridge; which had
been burning for some few minutes. A terrible explosion an
nounced the arrival of this dangerous cargo amid the flames, and
the simultaneous destruction of the bridge, cars and ammunition.
The telegraph, however, had not ceased to perform its functions,
but still continued to be the connecting link between the soldiers
of the army of the Potomac and all that was dear to them now
left behind. General McClellan was thus enabled to send a last
de.patch to the government at Washington, giving an account of
the dangerous situation of his army. As he said himself, in words
full of sadness and dignity, if so many brave soldiers were to
perish in vain, the fault rested with those who had so impru
dently haggled about reinforcements at the critical moment.
This was a responsibility which the Federal authorities were un
willing to accept at any price. In order to get rid of it, they
resorted to a culpable stratagem. ~~ar from letting the public
know the truth regarding what was taking place around Rich
mond, the Secretary of 'Var, forgetting that he had to deal with
a free people who would not tolerate deception, gave out that the
army of the Potomac had undertaken a strategic movement which
would result in the capture of Richmond. Consequently, when,
after waiting four days, it became known that this army had
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reached Turkey Bend with con;;iderable difficulty, the excitement
was all the greater, because the people had been kept in ignorance
of its dangers, and had anticipated a vcry different issue. ~Ic

Clellan's enemies, instead of rendering justiee to the manner in
which he had conceived and executed this stmtegic movement,
censured him for it as being nothing but a rout, and songht to
turn it into ridicule. It would be perhaps going too far to inter
pret this announcement of an impending vietory, made by the
Federal government at the wry time when MeClellan was in
forming them of the difficulties of his position, as a perfidious
seheme, dffiigned to excite public opinion against the C'Oll1malllier
of the army of the Potomac; it is certain, howevcr, that the gov
ernment sought to conceal the fact.., which made the chief f<-'Spon
sibility for the defeat fall upon itself. It persistently refused to
give the text of l\IeClellan's dcspatehes to the newspapers; and,
what is worse, when tlJe whole serie.;; of offieial documents was
laid before the committee on the conduct of the war, the govern
ment permitted it..,elf to mutilate tlJe text of its corrc.~pondenee

with the geneml, without making any mention whatever of the
omissions.*

Qn the other bank of the Chickahominy, a." soon as the sun of
the 28th lwgan to shine over the battle-field so painfully con
quered the day before, Lee and his lieutenant., bethought them
selves of gathering the fruits of their recent victory. Their army
had suffered cruelly. It required time to reorbranize the corps, to
eolleet together their elements,.which had been sl'llttered during the
conflict, to attend for the first time to the ten thousand or cleven thou
sand WOUJ1(k'{l who were lying on the height.., of Gaine;;' Mill, and
finally to ;;ec to the distribution of rations and ammunition. Xever
thelcss, the Confederate army, still full of ardor, despite the he'dVy
losscs it had ~ustailled, was able to put part of it.., battalions in
motion by midday. Moments were precious, for it wa." import-

*Thus the despatch of whieh we have spoken above, addre!lsed to ~Ir. Stan
ton on the 2Rth of .June, tweuty minutes after midnight, cloSL'<l with these wonI!l:
"If I save this army now, I tell you plainly that I owe no thanks to you or to
any other person in "·ashiugton. You have done your best to ""criliee this
army." This phrase was supprCl«ed at the \\'ar Department, as lIny one may
aseertain by comparing two ollicial documents. McClellan's He!,o!"t, p. 13:!, and
that of the committee, first part, first volume, p. 340.
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ant to forestall· McClellan on his line of retreat, and turn into a
rout the retrograde march which his check of the preceding day
would no doubt compel him to undertake. Jackson's soldiers
were not in th£' habit of resting the'day after a battle; therefore
they were soon in motion. Lee, however, had not understood the
manrenvre of his opponent. From the moment he crossed the
Chickahominy to join Jackson, we have seen him actuated by the
desire of flanking McClellan's right wing, so as to separate him
from York River. In order to accomplish this object, he had
already caused the army of the Shenandoah to follow the eccen
tric direction which came near preventing it from reaching the
battle-field of Gaines' Mill in time. In delivering this battle, he
had proposed to cut off McClellan entirely from the road leading
to White House. Consequently, after having won this battle, all
the movements of his army during the 28th were intended
to prevent the army of the Potomac from putting itself again in
communication with York Ri ver. If McClellan had the design
naturally attributed to him by his adversary, he had but two
ways of carrying it into effect: he could have cros'3ed the Chick
ahominy w~th his whole army between Gaines' Mill and Bottom's
Bridge, and tried to force a passage through the positions occupisJd
by the Confederates; otherwise, he should have endeavored to out
strip them in speed by pushing his way back of the river, to cross
it at some point lower down, so as to fall back upon Williamsburg.
But, as we have seen, these two alternatives had been both discard
ed by llcClellan, and his sagacity had inspired him with a de
termination, the merit of which consisted in its not having been
fathomed by his adversaries. Consequently, the Confederate
generals, after having vigorously executed a well-conceived plan,
\Vere deceived by their own wishes; they too readily imagined that
the Federal general would fall into the trap which they had been
pl'l:'paring for him.

A division of cavalry, cleverly directed by Stoneman, contrib
uted to confirm them in their error. The latter, in fact, by slowly
retiring toward New Kent Court-house, seemed Il8 if intending to
cover the lower passes of the Chickahominy, Il8 well Il8 the Wil
liamsburg turnpike, and he thus drew a portion of the enemy's
forces on his sid£'. Whilst Longstreet and Hill, who had snffered

VOL. II.-8
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most the day before, continued to occupy the heights of Gaines'
Mill, three of Jackson's divisions deployed along the Chickahom
iny, as if to defend the left bank against the Federals, who were
massed on the other side; the fourth, Ewell's, was despatched to
Bottom's Bridge, when it became evident that McClellan had no
intention of forcing a passage near the battle-field of the prered
ing day. Magruder, on his side, retaining his position in front
of the Federal lines, could easily perceive that the number of
troops occupying them had not diminished. For an instant only
toward noon he thought these positions were about to be aban
doned. Smith's division evacuated a few breastworks which had
been erected in front of the fortifications at Golding. Magruder
at once launched the Seventh and Eighth Georgia regiments of
Toombs' brigade against these works; but being received by
the fire of Hancock's brigade, they were repulsed, leaving two
hundred wounded and prisoners on the ground, one of whom
was a colonel. This brisk discharge of musketry was the only
thing that occurred to disturb the silence of that long day,
the 28th.

Every hour that elapsed amid this silence afforded an additional
chance to the Federals for reaching the James without serious in
terruption. Consequently, in the midst of the apparent quiet
among the troops, the work of plL'ibing forward the train, and
opening a way for it'i passage, was carried on with the utmost
activity, while at the headquarters astonishment WI18 manifested
at the inaction of an adversary hitherto so vigilant and enter
prising.

The dust raised above the forest by Ewell's march toward Bot
tom's Bridge soon explained the error committed by the enemy.
Although a yet thicker cloud of dust betrayed the movement of
the Federal train on the opposite bank, its appearance failed to
undeceive the Confederates. They persisted in believing that
McClellan was proceeding in the direction of Williamsburg. It
was only when Stuart, who had followed Stoneman step by step
with his cavalry, had reached the last fords of the Chickahominy,
without finding even a Federal vidette to guard them, that Lee
understood at last the bold manoouvre by which McClellan was
about to rob him of a success which he had considered certain.

c)ltiLE DvGoogle



GLEJ..\TDALE AND 1tIALVERN. 115

It was too late to remedy his mistake; the whole preciolls day
had been wasted. Stuart's cavalry, which might 80 effectually
have hal"'J&'lCd the Federal vanguard, and preceded it to the bor
ders of the James, either through White Oak Swamp or the
lower Chickahominy, had advanced so far into the peninsula that
it did not again make it" appea~ance during the whole of the
rampaign. Ewell's soldiers, who were brought back during the
night and posted near the remainder of Jackson's troops, had
been exhausted by a fruitless march, and it was necessary to grant
them at least a few hours' rest.

During the whole of this same night, the trains of the army
of the Potomac were on their way toward'Vhite Oak Swamp.
The bridge situated in front of Frazier's Farm had been reopened
toward noon, and Keyes with his two divisions had encamped at
Glendale, in the neighborhood of Nelson's Farm. The topo
graphical officers had, moreover, discovered another pus-"age
through the swamp above this bridge, leading directly from Sav
alore !'tation to Glendale--a preciou~ discovery, although this road
W:l.'l too much exposed in flank to the enemy, to venture over it
with the train. The moment had arrived for evacuating the
work,. which had hitherto concealed the preparations for the
mo\"ement~ This was a most delicate operation. It would have
been de:::irable to effect it during the night, but the length of the
train had not permitted this. Fortunately, when day broke, in
stead of t<hedding a glaring light over the two armies as on the
pn.'<'edillg mornings, it was darkened by a thick fog, which for
~eral hours completely concealed the movement" of the Federals
fmID the enemy. Their retrcat had commenced. Henceforth,
until the friendly gun-boats floating on the waters of the James
:-boold greet their sight, they would have to fight by day, and
ll1:In-h during the night, almost without rest. Nor was the train,
which resemhled an immense reptile, allowed to make any stop.
When wagons were drawn aside to give the horses time to feed,
other wagons took their places. This column, formed of four or
five team.'\ abreast, moved along quite regularly in the mid"t of
whirlwinds of dust and a stifling heat. The troops marched on
the sides of the road. Between the heavy vehicles of the com
missal)' department there were light ambulances overloaded with
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woulHk-d men; around the train crept along a large numher of other
wounded and sick men, who had left the hospital to follow the army,
falling at every step and presenting a lamentable spectacle. It
had been found impossible to take along aU those who had been
wounded in the recent battles, and nearly two thousand fhoe hun
dred of them had been left at Savage station, with some surgeons,
and recommended to the humanity, already experienced, of the
Confederates. Ncar them a small mountain of coffl'C, rice, bis
cuit and hams was burning as a sort of holocaust offered to the
gcxl of war.

The troops who had suffered so severely at Gaines' :Mill were
immediately to follow Keyes' corps toward the James. The task
of co\"Cring the retreat was entrusted to the yet untouched corps
of SlIlnner and Heintzelman, and to Smith's division. As be
tween \Vhite Oak Swamp and Turkey Bend the army was to be
exposed to flank attacks of the enemy, who could not fail to come
down from Richmond by the threc roads we have mentioned, the
troops covering this march were ordered to remain stationary dur
ing the day, and to move on again at night; in this way they were
to relicve each other successively, each gaining one stage in the
journey befol"e the sun allowed the enemy to renew the fighting.
On the morning of the 29th, Porter's corps and the divisions of
:McCall and Slocum took position beyond White Oak Swamp, 80

as to support Keyes at Glenclale, and occupy the difficult pass of
the swamp in force.

During this time the works in which the army had passed
three long weeks were quietly evacuated. General :McClellan had
indicated to Sumner the positions which the troops forming the
rear were to occupy, and had gone to superintend in person the
mal"ch of the remainder of the army; for it was by the right border
of the swamp that the enemy could strike the most dangerous
blows. The rear-guard, on the contrary, had its two flanks pro
tcetcd ag-dinst all atta~'k from Richmond, before reaehing the
bridgc,-Qn the I('ft by the swamp, on the right by the Chicka
hominy; and these two ohstacles, drawing gradually nearer to
each other, narrowed the space of ground it had to defend, in
proportion as it fell back.

The main portion of the Confederate army was therefore sepa-
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rated from the enemy by a river difficult to cross, and had an im
men...<>e circuit to make to overtake him on the new line of retreat
he had chosen. Huger, with a single division, numbering from
eight to ten thousand men, had been ordered several days before to
occupy the right bank of White Oak Swamp. It would certainly
have been impossible for him to impede McClellan's march with
such a small force, but he could easily watch his movements, and
ought to ha,'e noticed the direction in which Keye.'l had been march
ing since the 28th. He did not, however, display more activity on
this OOOlSion than at the battle of Fair Oaks. Allowing some of
his squadrons to be borne down by Averill's Federal cavalry,
without affording them any assistance, he remained inactive on
the Charles City road, while the Federals continued their march
unmolested during the whole of the 29th, without having to fire
a musket-shot south of 'Vhite Oak Swamp. Longstreet and Hill
returned on the 29th, crossing by New Bridge to take position in
hi5 rear in the vicinity of Richmond, ready to operate, as circum
stances might require, on either side of the swamp. Jackson,
with his fonr di"isions, remained north of the Chickahominy.

Finally, toward eight o'clock in the evening, Magruder, per
ceiving the abandonment of the Federal works, pushed forward
Meul\vs' division, which had been placed under his orders, to
gether with Griffith's brigade of his own division. The Federals
;;teadily awaited their approach.

Heint7.elman's corps, posted across the 'Villiamsburg turnpike,
occupied the works before which the Confederates had stopped on
the day of Fair Oaks, his lines extending as far as the railroad.
On his right was deployed Sumner's corps, skirting the edge of a
wood situated about two kilometres in advance of Savage station.
Of the two divisions composing this corps, that of Sedgwick was
placed between Heintzelman and the railroad, and that of Rich
ard..;on on the other side of this line. Still more to the right and
in the rear, Smith's division occupied the heights which overlook
the Chickahominy, where Porter had encamped the day before.

Toward nine o'clock the Confederates began the attack on a
point called Allen's Farm, where Sedgwick's right formed ajullc
tiOD with Richardson's left. The latter first, and then Sedgwick,
had to sU8tain the whole brunt of the fight. But the enemy was
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repulsed along the whole line; and seeing the fruitlessne9! of
their assaults, the Confederates BOon retired. The darkne9!, in
the midst of which this engagement ended, which had commenood
too late to lead to any serious results, was against the aggressors,
who, not being able to combine their movemtmt8, unn£'CeSS:lrily
lost many men, and among others General Griffith.

Meanwhile, Jackson had been ordered to cross the Chickahom
iny on the morning of the 29th, and to throw himself with all his
forces upon the troops posted on the other side of the river, which
he had thus far believed to be held in check by his mere presence.
He at once set himself to work to reconstruct the Alexander
bridge, designated in his reports by the name of Grape-vine
bridge. This bridge opened at the foot of the hill where Doctor
Trent's honse stands. The Federals no longer occupied this p0

sition, Franklin having placed Smith's division lower down, so as
to cover the approaches to Savage station, on the side of the
Chickahominy.

As to Sumner, he was ordered to fall back until he should join
Smith's left. He nevertheless remained for some time before
Allen's Farm, thus leaving his right entirely unprotected (en fair),
and opening a vast space in the Federal line in front of the Trent
house, precisely at the point upon which Jackson's heads of col
umn could not fail to emerge. The Union generals, however, had
quickly perceived this danger. Franklin had brought Smith back
nearer to Savage station, in order to close up the Federal line.
On being informed of this movement, Sumner finally determined
to fall back likewise upon the position, of which Savage is the
centre; and assuming command of the five divisions which were
about to assemble at this point, he resolved to defend it to the
utmost, agreeably to McClellan's orders.

Heintzelman, who with his army corps formed the Federal
left, had received formal orders to halt at a short distance from
the station and .not to continue the retreat until dark; but instead
of complying with these instructions, he proceeded with his two
divisions in the direction of White Oak Swamp. McClellan had
designated to him a road which, after following the line of this
swamp for some distance, crossed it at Brackett's Ford, above the
bridge, over which the remainder of the army was passing. He
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entered this road at noon, thus uncovering the entire left flank of
Sumner, who had not been apprised of his sudden departure.

The Confederates were not slow in taking advantage of such a
blunder. They advanced by the Williamsburg road and along
the railroad track, preceded by an engine, to which was attached
an iron-plated car carrying a heavy gun. This strange machine,
which was called the Land Merrimac, stopped from time to time
to fire a random shot; but it does not appear that anybody was
hurt by it, As we have before stated, Sumner's two divisions
were deployed in the vicinity of Savage station; that of Sedge
wick occupied the clearing between the railroad and the Williams
hurg road; that of Richardson had fallen back so as to form a
right angle with the line of the first, along the railway track, facing
north. Sumner, believing his left to be covered by Heintzelman,
had not occupied in force the wood bordering the Williamsburg
road, and Franklin, finding no enemy in sight, had sent Smith's
division to the rear. That of McCall was posted at Bottom's
Bridge, guarding the passage of the Chickahominy.

Toward four o'clock in the afternoon the officers of the signal
corps announce the approach of the enemy. Smith, being hastily
recalled by his chief, has barely time to throw Hancock's brigade
on Richardson's right, to extend his line hy resting it upon a
thicket, which the enemy will presently take from him, and at
the same time to send Brooks' brigade to the extreme left. The
latter general arrives just in time to occupy the wood stretching
along the road, and to reinforce Burns' troops, of Sedgwick's di
\"ision, who are keeping up an unequal fight from their position
acl'Ol!8 this road. Magruder, in fact, taking advantage of the gap
made by Heintzelman's unhoped-for departW'e, has with his
\fonted vigor hurled his own and McLaws' division agaiust
the weakest point of the Federal line. He almost breaks it, when
the opportune arrival of the reserve of Sumner, who had soon recov
ered from his surprise, checks him. Brooks re-es~blishes the battle
on that side; but the struggle continues with fierceness along the
whole line until after sunset. The Confederates, encouraged by
their victory of Gaines' Mill, and finding that their adversary is
about to escape them, are determinedat all hazards to inflict another
reverse upon him before night comes on to protect his retreat. The



120 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

Federal lines give way more than once under their repeated effort~,

but each time they are speedily re-formed; and despite a)) his fire
and the ardor of his soldiers, Magruder cannot effect a seriOIL~

breach. Jackson, whose arrival on the field of batde might have
proved fatal to the Federals, as it had done two days before, did
not make his appearance. The construction of the hridge detained
him the whole day, and it was only after sunset that his troops
were at last able to cross the Chickahominy. Thus, althongh
only two regiments had been engaged during the whole of the
28th, Lee was only able to bring two di ....il'lions at most into line
on the 29th. Disconcerted by McClellan's unlooked-for manreuvre,
the Confederate generals seemed to have lost that capacity for the
initiative which had succeeded so well on former occasions. On
the eveuing of the 29th, the brave Sumner was unwilling to

abandon the ground he had so g.l))antly defended. Nevcrtheles.~,

the safety of the army required that its lines should be extended
as little as possible, and that in proportion as the heads of column
drew near to the James the rear-guard should follow their move
ments. It required a positive order from General McClellan to
determine Sumner to cross the 'Vhite Oak Swamp; fina))y, on
the 30th, at five o'dock in the morning, French's brigade, being
the last to pass, destroyed the bridge which had been thrown over
the stream near :Frazier's Farm.

This day's operations were a great success for McClellan. The
first and most difficult stcp in his retreat movement was taken,
and with fortunate results. He had succeeded in placing White
Oak Swamp between his army and the main body of his adwr
saries, and in surmounting this serious obstacle without losing
either a cannon or a vehicle. All the efforts of the enemy to
effect a rout in his rear-guard had been repulsed with Joss. The
following movement of troops took place on the right bank of
the swamp during the afternoon of the 29th: Slocum, having
crossed in the morning, had taken the position previously occu
pied by Keyes' corps at Glendale. The latter had started for
Turkey Bend, on the banks of the James, with instructions not to
stop until he had reached that place. Porter h~d passed Slocum,
who was facing north, for the purpose of covering the road
from Frazier's :Farm to Nelson's :Farm; and taking post at the
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other e.."'Ctremity of the Glendale clearings, he guarded their ap
proaches to the west on the side of the New Market road. He
was ordered to remain there until evening, and to resume his
march in the track of Keyes immediately after nightfall.

At daybreak on the 30th the approaches to White Oak Bridge
and Frazier's Farm were occupied by Franklin, with the divis
ions of S.mith and Richardson and Naglee's brigade. On the left
was deployed Siocum's division, his right resting on the Charles
City rood. Heintzelman, who had crossed the swamp at Brack
ett's Ford the previous evening without being molested, had come
during the night to take the position occupied by Porter a few
hours before, beyond Glendale. McCall had left Frazier's Farm,
and his troops were making coffee in the neighborhood of Nel
son's Farm. Sumner BOOn joined him there with Sedgwick's
division. Keyes, followed close by Porter, continued to lead the
advance of the army, reaching Haxall's Landing, on the James,
in the course of the morning. But both had been delayed on
their march, and they had not informed the general-in-chief of
their movements. The latter was utterly ignorant of their fate,
merely presuming that, as he had not heard the sound of cannon,
his two lieutenants had not had any serious engagement. The
impossibility of exactly tracing in advance the movements of his
troops, of knowing the country through which they had to pass,
and of obtaining timely information regarding the positions they
had occupied, rendered McClellan's task singularly difficult.
The topographical officers who had been detached on the 28th to
make a reconnaissance of the roads leading to the James had not
yrt returned, nor even sent a solitary guide to headquarters.
Fortunately, in the midst of these uncertainties it became known
that Keyes had accidentally discovered a road running parallel
to the Quaker road, which had been abandoned for a number of
years, half buried under the grass, wild vines and the trunks of
fallen trees, but nevertheless easily reopened. It was a valuable
di'lCOvery; for this road, lying to the left of the Quaker road for
troops marching toward the James, offered a safe way for the train,
the right flank of which would thus be covered by the whole
army. The long file of vehicles, ambulances and baggage-wagons
at once entered it.
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In the course of the morning, when Keyes, followed by Porter,
reached the James, the line of the army of the Potomac extended
from White Oak Bridge to Haxall's Landing, a dititance of thir
teen kilometres. This line was too long to be everywhcre de
fended by the Federals 8.o00ainst a vigorous attack, nor could they
shorten it; for in order to protect the train and prevent the enemy
from placing himself on the left flank of the troops in the march,
it W'dS necessary to ~ar the passage of White Oak Swamp against
him. The three principal points of this line had, therefore, to be
occupied in force. The first was that portion of the bank of the
James toward which the army was directing its course. At
Haxall's Landing the river borders an immense clearing occupied
by a few huts situated to the south, and consequently beyond
Malvern Hill, for those approaching that position either by way
of the Quaker road or New Market road. All the roads leading
to this landing pass either along the side or at the foot of the hill
which thus commands the approaches. It overlooks the whole
surrounding country; wooded at the east, it is entirely bare on all
the other sides. A cluster of amcias surrounds the old house
of Mr. Crewe, situated on the highest point above the rather ab
rupt acclivities which streteh down to the James. These slopes
are less precipitous to the west on the side facing Richmond, and
become still gentler to the north toward the Quaker ,road. A
point equally important to defend was that of Fmzier's Farm, at
the other extremity of the line, for it commands the passage of
White Oak Swamp. The intermediate position was that of
Glendale. At this point all the roads through which the enemy,
coming from Richmond, might try to throw himself upon the
flank of the Federal column, emerge into the Quaker road.
Omitting a few irregularities and one or two cross-roads of no
importance, the intersection of these different roads at Glendale
may be represented by a square, the four angles of which, each
facing a mrdinal point, would mark the entrance of the four
principal roads into the clearing. The Confederates, who had
cro...~ the White Oak Swamp by following the tracks of Hein~
zelman, or those who had followed the right bank, were to de
bouch by the Charles City road into the northern angle; those who
had come down by the Central or New Market road were to unite,

\
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in order to penetrate togeth~r into the clearing by the western
angle. The Federals, coming from White Oak Bridge, entered
tbe road by the eastern angle, in order to strike at the southern
angle the Quaker road, which led to the margin of the James.

These were the only three points in which the line formed by
the Federals to cover their movement was vulnerable. In fact,
the line occupied by the Federals between Glendale and Frazier's
Farm was covered by the White Oak Swarpp on the Richmond
side. Between Glendale and Malvern Hill small swamps, form
ing the source of the Western Run, and rendered impassable by
a dense forest, extended to the right of the Quaker road, so that
the roads coming from the Central or New Market road, being
compelled to avoid them, all converged upon the slopes them'lelves
or in full view of )cIaIvern Hill. This was the line that all the forL'CS
of Lee intended to attack on the 30th of June, and that McClel
lan had to defend for a sufficient length of time to enable his train
to reaeh Haxall's Landing without impediment. On this occa
sion he could no longer count upon the inaction of the enemy, for
Lee had harl ample time to concentrate his army. Visiting all
the points which were menaced, General McClellan speedily made
his dispositions for battle. Keyes left Haxall's and proceeded
to occupy the space comprised between the James at Turkey Bend
on one side and Malvern Hill on the other. Porter, who had ar
rived by the Quaker road, took a strong position on this hill. At
Frazier's Farm, Franklin was ordered to defend to the last the
~ of White Oak Swamp, as the troops against whom Sumncr
had fought the day previous at Savage- station were sure to come
and dispute it. Finally, McClellan's attention having been called
to the Glendale junction by the prince de Joinville, whose sug
ge;tions he always willingly listened to, he saw at once all the
importance of this point. It was evidently here that Lee was
preparing to strike the decisive blow. In order to cover the march
of the army it was necessary to hold and preserve at all hazards
the western and southern angles. AC(,'Ordingly, all the disposable
forces yet remaining were sent to defend this position. The mo
ments were precious, the forest thick, the roads intricate, and it
was essential to spare the worn-out troops all unnecessary counter
marches; they were consequently drawn up somewhat at random,
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but finally succeeded in forming a large arc of a circle, covering
the greater part of the Glendale junction, the convexity of which
was turned toward Richmond. Slocum was deployed on the right
of the Charles City road, his left resting upon this road and fa
cing north; Kearny, who remained ~'here he had bivouacked dur
ing the night, joined him, his lines being deployed on the left of
this road a little above the New Market road and looking toward
the north-west. McCall had come about noon to take position on
his left en potence; he rested his right on the New Market road,
across the cross-road which connected the former with the Quaker
road, and awaiting the enemy from the west. In rear, on Mc
Call's left, Hooker had deployed his division, his right extending
as far as the cross-road which forms an angle toward the south;
he thus found himself facing south-west and resting upon the
edge of a wood before a large clearing intersected by the New
Market road. A space of several hundred metres separated
Hooker's right from McCall's left, but at a short distance in rear
of this gap was posted Sumner with a portion of Sedgwick's di
vision, which was half concealed by the other two. The remain
der of this division had not yet left Frazier's Farm. There was
hardly any connection between the different parts of the line
which had thus been formed at Glendale; the generals of division
were all ignorant of the positions of their neighbors, and found
it difficult to maintain communications between them in the midst
of the forest. Nor does it appear that any person had assumed
the superior command of the troops assembled in the vicinity of
this clearing; but they were in sufficient proximity to each other
for mutual support, should the din of battle reveal the presence
of the enemy at any given point.

On the part of the Confederates, their whole army was pre
paring to make a desperate effort before McClellan could have
time to reach the James. Jackson with his four divisions had
only halted for a moment at Savage, and had entered the road
which Sumner had taken during the night for the purpose of
forcing the passage of White Oak Swamp, in front of Frazier's
Farm. Hill and Longstreet, who had left Richmond, were pro
ceeding along the Xew Market and the Central roads, having
sent a few detachments forward on the Charles City road. They
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were therefore to debouch directly upon Glendale. Magruder,
ha~-ing returned to the rear after his reverse at Savage station,
had joined Huger, and following them closely with his united
force! was to form the Confederate right in the general attack.
·Wise's legion, with other troops hitherto posted on the right bank
of the James, crossed the river at Drury's Bluff; they were ord<>red
to take position on the extreme right, so as to forestall the Feder
als if pQSSible in the occupation of Malvern Hill.

Jackson had reached the pa'iS of White Oak Swamp at eleven
o'clock in the morning, where he found Franklin firmly posted.
The latter, having eight or nine batteries at his command, covered
the passage with the fire of his guns. His infantry, just rein
forced by a portion of Sedgwick's division, thus consisting of
nine brigades, was drawn up a little in the rear. ·Jackson's forces
were far superior in number to those of the Federals; he brought
with him his four large divisions, and the eighteen or twenty bat
teries which he had commanded since the 26th. But the ap
proaches to White Oak Bridge, encompassed on both sides by
wooded swamps, rendered it impossible for him to avail himself
of this superiority and to bring all his troops into line at onee, so
that, in spite of his great daring, in spite of the interest he had in
acting promptly, he was afraid of venturing with his soldiers into
this formidable defile. Seven Confederate batteries were placed
in position above the pass with a view of silencing the fire of the
Federal guns before the infantry should attack in full force. The
Federals seemed at first to have the worst of it; the two batteries
of Hazzard and Mott, which were in the first line, were silenced,
nearly all their guns being shattered by the enemy's projectiles.
The combat, however, was soon renewed with rifled ten-pounders,
which, being able to keep farther back, and almost beyond range
of the Confedcrate artillery in consequcnce of thcir light calibre,
inflicted upon the latter considerable losses in their turn. Mean
while, the battalions of infantry of both parties continued under
anns, one side ready to commence the attack, the other to repulse
it, and both alike exposed to the enemy's projectiles, which were
lall5ing cruel ravages in their ranks. Notwithstanding all their
efforts, the Confederates were unable to silence the fire of Frank
lin's artillery; the cannonading was thus continued during the
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whole day; and when night came, Jackson had not even made an
attempt to force the pa.'isage, The losses had been se\'ere on both
sides.

The battle of Frazier's Farm was an important success for the
Federals; Franklin had succeeded in holding nearly one half
of the Confederate army in check the entire day. In contenting
himself with extending his line in a manner which might appear
excessive, rather than abandon the pasRage of 'Vhite Oak Swamp,
McClellan had prevented Lee from uniting his two wings, which
were separated by this mal'8h. He had thus paralyzed Jackson's
four divisions at a moment when their presence on another battle
field might have been deciiiive. In fact, a fierce and sanguinary
conflict wa." taking place on that very day around the Glendale
junction, a few kilometres from that spot.

Toward two o'clock in the afternoon a few Confederate detach
ments, coming by way of the Charles City road, had att.'lcked
Slocum, but were easily repulsed, They preceded the troops of
Longstreet and A. P. Hill, amounting in all to about eighteen
or twenty thousand men, then under command of the latter, A
little before three o'clock these two corps debouched upon the
Glendale clearings by way of the New Market road, the fil'8t on
the right, the second on the left of that road, and fell directly
upon McCall's division, which, placed in the centre, occupied the
most salient point of the Federal front. McCall had ranged his
troops in two lines, Meade on the right, Seymour on the left, with
Reynolds' brigade in reserve, while five batteries covered his
front. After having prefaced the att.'lck with a shower of shell,
the Confederate columns charged their advel'8aries with great
vigor. McCall's small division was reduced to six thousand men
by his losses of the preceding days, and for the la.'lt four days it
had fought more and marched more than any other di\"ision in
the army of the Potomac; nevertheless, it succeeded in thoroughly
repulsing the first onset; Seymour and Meade being each attacked
in succession by the enemy, who was endeavoring to find the weak
point in the .line, defended themselves most energetically, and
even took several hundred prisonel'8.

But at each new attack, the Confederates bring forward fresh
troops, and McCall's Pennsylvanians become exhausted. Hill has at

- ......
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length found the open breach between this division and that of
Hooker, and availing himself of this discovery endeavors to
tum both of them in succession. On the left of the Federal line,
H~)(lker, fiercely atmcked, is obliged to bring all his rcserVeR, and a
regiment detached from Sumner's corps, to the as."istance of Grover,
who commands his first brigade. More to the right another charge
is made by the Confederates against Seymour's brigade, forming
lIeCall's left wing, and against two German batteries borrowed
from the reserve artillery, which cover it. The gunners are put
to flight; a great portion of this brigade is thus placed betweeu
two fires; it "at once becomes disintegrated, and the fugitives are
dri\'en back upon Hooker. The latter allows them to pl18S through
hi" ranks, and receives the pursuing Confederates with a murder
0115 fire. Longstreet's soldiers have not been able to preserve
their ranks duriug the charge, and thus they arrive in disorder.
The~' are 8to~d short, and two of Hooker's regiments, the
First and ~-ninthMassachusetts, resuming the offensive, drive
them at the point of the bayonet upon McCall's two other brigades,
which, having firmly kept their ground, receive them with a well
m~1ined fire. Sedgwick, in the mean time, has received reinforce
ments; the two brigades which had been detached in the morning
to support Franklin at Frazier's Farm have been sent back to
that bren~ral, as soon as he has found himself strong enough to
defend the pass without them. These troops, still fresh.. arrive
at Glendale, and proceed to occupy the space left open in the Fed
eral line by Seymour's brigade, which is entirely disorganized.
The battle is re-established, although some little ground has been
lost. The enemy, however, constantly renews his attacks, and he
turns from the line occupied by Hooker and Sedgwick, to direct
his main efforts against McCall's right and Kearny's left, at the
other extremity of the Federal positions. Kearny is supported
by Taylor's brigade of Slocum's division, which had long been
nnder his own command. The sight of their old chief infuses
additional ardor into the four New Jersey regiments comprising
it, and this timely reinforcement enables him to hold his position.
But ~[l-Can's right, consisting of Meade's brigade, is again en
gaged in an unequal and murderous struggle. Many are the at
tacks it has already repulsed, when, toward six o'clock, the Fifty-
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fifth and Sixtieth Virginia make a desperate charge upon Randall's
regular battery, posted alongside of Meade, which, up to this tim(',
has resisted every assault. The Virginians, carrying the musket in
one hand, and drawn up in thc form of a wedge, rush forward at a
run across the open space of six hundred metres which separatt'5
them from the Federal guns. Nothing can ,vithstand them; al
though decimated by grape and musketry, they are not staggered,
They reach the goal at last; the gunners are killed, the cannon
captured, and Meade's brigade is obliged to fall back. It however
continues to fight with uncommon obstinacy; at seven o'clock a
new charge results in the capture of Cooper's battery"in the centre
of McCall's line. But the Ninth Pennsylvania charges back in
return, and, after a fierce engagement, recaptures the guns. The
enemy at the same time abandons those taken from Randall, which
he has not been able to carry off.

It is near sunset, and the contest becomes less animnted. The
two magnificent divisions of Hill and Longstreet ha,'e been
lavir,;h of their efforts; there is not a man left in reserve. :Magrll
der, who should long since have been on the field of battle, has
not yet made his appearance. Jackson's cannon is still thundering
in the direction of White Oak Swamp, but he has made no progress
since morning-a bad sign for the Confederates. No intelligencc
can be obtained of him, because in order to reach him it would be
necessary to go round the whole swamp and through the suburbs of
Richmond, a distance of from forty to fifty kilometres. The Con
federate army, divided into two parts by this obstacle, is rendered
powerless. The Federals have had but fifteen or eighteen thou
sand men engaged at Glendale against the twenty thousand ",110

have attacked them; but the remainder of the divisions of Hooker,
Sedgwick and Slocum are within reach, ready to sustain them, and
the Confederates have not failed to perceive, toward the close of
the battle, that they have been dealing with troops who felt sure of
support. They relinquish the attack; and believing these troops
to be even more numerous than they really are, they abandon the
greater portion of the ground they have just conquered, in order
to disengage themselves. General Lee was on the field of battle,
and had brought with him President Davis; for it was hoped
in Richmond that this day, the 30th, would complete the destrue-
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tion of the army of the PotDmac. How grieved Lee must have felt
at ha\'ing lost so much time on the 28th, when he saw two of these
divi.~ioll" struggling alone in fruitless efforts against the vital point
of the enemy's line; how bitterly he mllst have regretted having
cau~1 Jackson to waste the whole of the 29th, by useles.'lly detain
ing him in front of the ruined bridges of the Chickahomilly, and
by ha\'ing finally placed him with four di\·isions, all the 30th, be
tw£'Cn two swamps, before a defile which a few gUlL'! had prevented
him from crossing! His mistake as to McClellan's real design had
compromised the most brilliant results of his vietory at Gaines'
lIilI. Far from rectifying this error, he had made matters worse
when, on being informed of the march of the Federals toward the
.Jamt'5, he had directed one half of his army into the blinll alley
of Frazier's Farm. It is difficult. to account for this blunder on
the part of so skilful a general, except by attributing it to his
ignorance of the conntry occupied by his adversary. If he had
brought back Jackson to Richmond on the 29th, leaving Magru
der to follow Sumner alone, he would have been able on the 30th
til plaee three-fourths of his army in line betwecn 'Vhite Oak
Swamp and the James.

An engagement of secondary importance had taken place on the
banks of this river, while the battles of Frazier's Farm and Glen
dale were being fought. 'Vise's legion had come down the James
for the purpose of forestalling if possible the Federals at Turkey
Ben(!. In order to do this it had to go completely round the foot
oDIalvern Hill. Before reaching this point it ran against Por
ter\ oorp5, which, as we have said, WllS posted upon the slope" of
the hill extending to the flat woodcd lands which separate it from
the .Tame:'. The Confederates attacked it from that side, but with
the laek of spirit fclt by troops who do not anticipate meeting the
enemy; and despite the protection affilrded them by the thick un
derwood, they were easily repulsed by 'Varrcn's brigade. At the
!rime time they engaged in an artillery fight with Porter's bat
teries posted on the summit of the hill, and for a moment threw
~ march of the Federal train into confusion. A few gun-boats,
under Commodore Rodgers, were waiting for the army at Hax
all'" Landing; one of them, the Galena, had just takcn Gcneral
~[l{;lellau on board, who desired to make a reconnais:'!ancc up the

VUL. H.-II
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ri\'er, when 'Vise's attack commenced. Rodgers immediately
threw a few of Parrott's hundred-pound shells in the direction
in which the enemy's reserves were supposed to be. The'-C mis
silt'S, fired at random, could not do IIluch harm to troops scattered
about the forest; but the strange noise which announced their
approach, and the crashing of trees which they shattered on their
p~L-;sage, and finally the violence of their explosion, pr(J(luced a.
deep impression upon the Confederates. The Federals, on the
contrary, who heard from a distance the heavy and powerful voice
of the na\'al guns, hailed it as that of an auxiliary impatiently
expected.

It was time for them to reach the banks of the James. Dur
ing the whole of the 30th, notwithstanding the opportune dis
covery Jr a new road, as above mentioned, the train had proceeded
very slowly and with much difficulty. The booming of cannon,
resounding along so many points of the line, had mon: than once
spread senseless alarms among the drivers of this long column.
The lar~er part of reserve and siege artillery, and the batteries
detached from the RCveral corps which McClellan had ordered to
Malvern Hill to fortify that position, found great difficulty in
advancing. All the farmhouses, all the huts, were converted
into hospitals, where the victims of the battles of Savage station,
Frazier's Farm and Glendalc were huddled. There was scarcely
a sufficient number of surgeous to attend to their most pressing
wants; and most of the wounded felt the painful certainty of
being left at night in the hunds of the enemy. The stifling heat
of a Virginia summer, the want of sleep, the long marches, the
combats inces.'<ulItly renewed, the excitements and the anxieties of
every description, triumphed over the most robust constitutions,
and prostrated those whom the terrible swamp-fever had yet
spar('(l. Xight. marches had also singularly contributed to dimin
ish the effective force of the several eorps, and to increase the
number of stragglers. Many soldiers became lost in the obscurity,
anll, being unable to find their regiments, at daylight rejoined the
invalid column, which extended the whole length of the train.
Frequently without haversacks, but always armed and well pro
vided with ammunition, thcy moved along in groups of from
three to twenty; and finding themselves freed from all official
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authority, they soon resumed the independence natural to their
character. The siek, the lame and the crippled inl'rea~l'd in a
frightful proportion. Finally, what was a still greater eau~(' of
the privations of the soldier in the midst of th.ese incessant en
gagements, the distribution of rations could not be made with
any regularity. In proportion as this crowd, compose(l of so
many different elements, pereeived from nfar acro8.'l the verdure
the waters of the James, the smooth surface of which sparkled
under a burning sun, but one idea pervaded it, one common ardor
gave strength to these worn-out men. They rushed towar(l the
river to refresh themselves, to make sure that they were not the
sport of some delusive mirage, to take a nearer view, and to to\leh,
if they could have done so, those gunboats whose assistance was
to pat an end to their dangers and sufferings; and finally, to hail
the national flag, which, floating gently in the breeze, reflected its
constellated azure in the waters. To witness their eagernl'ss one
"ould have said that the James was to them the river of oblivion,
to which, the poet tells us, the shades repair in crowds in search of
a sovereign reme<ly against all their sufferings.

The sight of their comrades uuder arms, however, military
honor, the exhortations of the officers who had been detailed to
reorganize them, soon restored strength to the most disheartened,
and in a short time improvised companies and battalions, inspired
with fl'{'Sh ardor, might be seen falling into line behind the well-
trained soldiers of Porter. '

To sum up the account, the operations of the 30th had secured
to the Federals all the advantages which those of the 29th had
led them to expect. Placed as it were back to back and able to
support each other mutually, their rear-guard on one side, and
their centre on the other, had repulsed all the attacks of the
enemy. Franklin, resting his left upon impractieable swamps,
had held in check with eighteen thousand men an army of more
than thirt)'-€oix thousand, commanded by the redoubtable Jackson,
"hiL~t Slocum, extending his right 3.'5 far as these same swamps, oe
l'llpied the extremity of the other line, which at Glendale eo\"Cred
the road:! followed by the entire army. These two lines formed thus
an acute angle, the vertex of which, poste<l on the southern bank
of White Oak Swamp, was protected by this insurmountable ob-
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stacle, and entirely separated the two wings of the assailants. If
Jackson had succeeded in pushing his way beyond Fraziers
Farm, he would have taken the Federal combatants at Glendale
in rear and crushed them between two fires. If, on the other
hand, Hill had been able to penetrate as far as the Quaker road,
hc would have cut the Federal army in two and secured the de
struetion of one-half that army.

The battle of Glendale, therefore, was remarkable for its fierre
ness among all those that have drenched the American forests in
blood. Nothing could ha,·e been more serious than the gallle which
was played in the clearing only the day before, unknown to the
staff., of both armie.<>. If the number of trophies had constituted the
only evidence of success, although the Confederates left a few in
the hands of their opponents, all the advant<'lge would have been
on their side. They had made many more prisoners than they
had lost, and in the course of the evening their outposts had
picked up General McCall, who had lost his way in the woods.
Thcy had captured eight or ten guns from the Federals, while
thc latter only carried off four flags, to which must be adeled
two pieccs of artillery which "rise had left at Malvern in Por
ter's haml8. But the Federals had reason to consider thcmselves
fortunate in not having paid dearer for the results they had ob
tained by their tenacity in that battle; their retreat was thereby
assured, and the delicate operation of a change of base might be
considerell an accomplished fact. Indeed, by four o'clock in the
aftcrnoon on the 30th, the last wagons had reached Malvern Hill.
Before suuset the entire train was encamped in the vast clmrillg
at Haxall's, doubled upon- it...,elf, and protected against all attacks
by the position of Malvern Hill, while the numerous field and
siege guns which had accompanied the train were painfully
climbillg the height which they were about to render impregnable.

All the ambulances were in safety; ollly about aile hundred
wagons failed to appmr at the muster, to which trifling number
must be addell one cannon abandoned in a quagmire, four or five
guus lo,.;t by McCall at Glendale, and as muny dismounted pieces
which Franklin was obliged to leave at Frazier's Farm. Four
thousand wagons, foul' or fi\'C hundred ambulances, three hundred
and fifty ficId-pieces, fifty siege guns and two thoui'und five hun-

....
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dred head of mttle had thus followed a single road, a mere wood
land path, constantly occupied by troops on the march, or ob
structed either by infantry or cavalry, amid the din of battIe,
which was heard simultaneously in front, in the !'Chr and on the
flank, and had travelled a distance of more than thirty kilome
tre;; in forty-eight hours. General McClellan had good catL"e to
oonsider such a march as an almost unlooked-for success, and the
manner in which it was conducted was highly creditable to the
administrative departments of the Federal army.

Nevertheless, although this army had fortunately escaped from
a perilous situation, it could not remain ill the positions which it
occupied from Frazier's Farm to Haxall's Landing. Not only
wns it necessary that it should be concentrated for purposes of de
fence, provisions and rest, but it was also compelled by the con
figuration of the course of the James to leave Haxall's Landing,
and look for a more favorable point for revictualling lower down.
In fact, the .Tames River becomes so narrow above its confluence
with the Appomattox at City Point, that vessels going up to Hax
all's would have been constantly exposed to the fire of batteries
ereded by the enemy on the right bank of the river; consequently,
Commodore Rodgers, at his first interview with McClellan, had
recommended Harrison's Landing as the most favorable point to
e5tablish d~pl}ts for the army. It was here, therefore, that its
march was to terminate, for it could not think of remaining on
White Oak Swamp, or even at Malvern, receiving its supplies by
land from Harrison's Landing; it would have been starved in a
very fe\v days.
~lalvern Hill first, then Harrison's Landing, were therefore the

two sta.,ooes in the journey naturally appointed for the army of the
Potomac. General McClellan had no intention of defending
Frazier's Farm and Glendale, and was waiting for the reports of
the generals who had jnst fought in those positions, to send them
the order to fall back. An immediate retreat, however, had be
rome so necessary that they took upon themselves to carry it into
effect. Franklin, the most distant, began his movement about
ten o'clock in the evening, having previously notified the head
quarters of his intention. His neighbors were only appri,:ed of
this movement by General Seymour, who, while wandering about
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in search of his brigade, from which he had become separated at
the time of his rout at Glendale, accidentally fell in with Fmnk
lin's heads of column. There was no longer time to ask for in
structions from headquarters at :Malvern Hill. Franklin's retreat
opened the way for Jackson. Heintzelman and Sumner prepared
at once to carry their troops to the borders of the James. In this
they only anticipated the orders which :McClellan was abont to
send them. The general-in-chief had no reason to blame his
lieutenants for this great eagerness to fall back, for the ignorance
in which he remained till evening in regard to their situation,,.
and which occasioned the delay in forwarding the orders for re-
treat, could only be attributed to the very imperfect organization
of the Federal staffs. The necessity of providing for the ulterior
movements of his troops justified his remaining on the gun-boats
of Rodgers; but his momentary absence'had been noticed by sol
diers who needed encouragement in the midst of a bloody strife,
and also by lieutenants who were already too much inclined to
criticism. By not waiting for his tardy instructions, his corps
commanders rendered the retreat which had become inevitable
more easy of accomplishment. The night march was performed
in the best order, and before daybreak the Federal army 'W'3l!

concentrated around the approaches of :Malvern Hill.
This hill afforded an admirable position~ Its summit, two

thousand five hundred metres in length by one thousand two
hundred in.width, formed it level and open plateau. Rising grad
ually from north to south to the ridge of the acclivity overlook
ing the James, it presented great facilities for the manoouvring
of troops. From north-east to south, at the foot of the barren
slopes which terminated the descent, its base was enveloped by the
Western Run and thick underwood. To the west wound one of
the tributaries of this stream, also surrounded by swampy forests,
and quite difficult for artillery to cross. The approaches to Mal
vern Hill were only easy between these two water-(,'ourses. On
this side, below the principal hillock, the slopes extended gradually
across an open conntry. The Quaker road, after joining a cross
road coming from the New :Market road, took advantage of these
slopes to ascend :Malvern Hill, leaving a small wood and the
West house on the left, then forked before reaching the summit.
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The west brunch followed the western ridge, passing hy the
Crewe house, thence deseending upon the steep acclivities which
look to the south to cross the 'Vestern Run at Turkey Bridge.
Finallr, not fill' from this bridge it again connected with the di
rect road from Richmond to Haxall's, whieh is a continuation of
the Xew Market road, running close to the hanks of the James.
The ffiSt branch skirted the eastern side of Malvern Hill, and
after pa...<;;;ing the Binford house descended into the wo(J(}s which
oven;hadow the Western Run, to merge at last into the other
branch at Haxall's. 9

The last Federal troops reached Malvern on the 1st of July
at ten o'clock in the morning. Before going on boaJu the Galena
to make a reconnaissance, McClellaD himself posted these troops
upqn the ground, which he had examine<} the day before, giving
til their line the form o'f a vast semicircle, which extended from
the Crewe house to the Binford house, through the wood acljoin- 
iog the W'est house. Refusing his extreme right, he had deployed
it to the cast along the 'Vestern Run as far as in front of Haxall's,
while the extreme left was effectively protected by the impa."sable
mouth of this stream and by the gun-boats presenting their broad
~irle in the James. The army thus guarded all the approaclH>s to
~[ah'em, bringing its two wingS close to the banks of the river.
It was disposed in the following order, reckoning from left to
right: At the extreme left, Sykes guardcd the approachcs of the
direct road from Uichmond to Haxall'!" having one brigade
p'l"ted at the foot of Malvern, near Turkey Bridge, and the other
two on the slopes of the l.Jill; Morrell was on his right, beyond
the Crewe house; together they formed Porter's corps. Couch's
diyi.~ion, which had been detached from this corps, was placed by
~[\£lellan immediately after it. It was deploye<} midway be
tween the summit of Malvern Hill and the woods bordering its
ba.<e, its right re;ting upon a deep and wO(J(}ed ravine. This ra
\;ne, which extended almost as far as the 'Vest house, marked
the boundary of what was properly called Malvern Hill, separat
ing the Federal left from the centre. This centre was formed by
Heintzelman's corps, extending from the ravine to the wood of
West, the skirt of which he oecnpied; his forces layacro",> the
Quaker road, Kearny on the left and Hooker on the right.
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Between Hooker and the Binford house the line was prolon~

by Sumner's corps,-first Sedgwick, then Richardson, on his right.
Farther on, the course of Western Run was guarded by the di
visions of Smith and Slocum, composing Franklin's corps. Fi
nally, the bridge of Carter's :Mill spanning this stream, and
the approaches to Haxall's, where a large number of roads con
verged, were entrust<..od to Keyes, with Peck's division, who thns
found himself facing eastward, with his back turned toward that
of Sykes. There was every indication that the efforts of the
Confcllflratcs would he directed against the Federal left. In fact,
they could only approach the army of the Potomac by two road£!
that from Richmond to Haxall's and the Quaker road, which,
fortunately for the Federals, led to that part of their positions
easiest to defend. It was this side, therefore, that McClellan
took particular care to fortify. The division of Pennsylvania
Reserves, which McCall had commanded till the battle of Glen
dale, where he was taken prisoner, was placed in rear of Porter.
Although this small band had been terribly decimated, it was )'et
ready to make a gallant fight. The general-in-chief gave, more
over, a powerful reinforcement of artillery to his left wing. For
the first time since the beginning of the campaign, the ground
was admirably adapted to the employment of this arm; and the
foresight with which McClellan had organized a reserve of more
than one hundred cannon, the constant care he had shown in at
tmding to its requirements, and the energy he had displayed in
preserving it intact during the retreat, in spite of its weight and
the many dangers to which it had been exposed, were at llll5t to
be abundantly rewarded on this eveIiing of July 1st. The re
.,erve batteries were massed on the left and centre of the Federnl
lines under the direction of Colonel Hunt, an officer of the high
~t merit. They were placed wherever a favorable position could
be found, and more than sixty pieces were so disposed as to cover
with their converging fire every point of Porter's line. Finally,
the heavy siege guns having reached Haxall's, thanks to the
unremitting zeal of Colonel Tyler, who had left but one behind
during the retreat, ten of them were hauled up to near the Crewe
house, whence they could, by firing over the friendly lines, reach
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the assailants if they should venture upon the slopes of Malvern
Hill.

It was evident that the Confederates intended to try a last at
tack upon the army of the Potomac. On the evening of the 30th
their situation was much less favol".lble than it had been thrce
days before. The army which they thought, after the battle of
Gaines' Mill, they held shut up within a network of iron, had es
caped them with all its materiel, leaving in their hands only some
wounded men, a few thousand prisoners and brokcn cannon.
All their efforts to crush it had failed, and it had finally fuund a
~ition on the James whence it could, at the first opportunity,
undertake operations much more dangeruus to Richmund than
those which had been prevented at so great a sacrifice. On the
other hand, the C-onfederate army was at the end of its re"ourcc..,.
Forced marches and countermarches, only interrupted by fre
quent and bloody combats, had greatly athmuated its ranks, and
the number of men it was able to bring into line before Malvern
Hill on the 1st of July was much infcrior .to the force with which
it had commenced its movement six clays before. The woods
were filled with its wounded, sick and stragglers. The two corps
of Longstre~t and A. P. Hill had suffered so !>everely at Glen
dale, that a day's rest was absolutely indispensable to them, and
the)" had to be relieved during the night by those of Huger and
Magruder.

The retreat of the Federals, however, had at last enabled Lee
to bring the two wings of his army together. Although this
ronccntration was effected somewhat tardily, he could not fail to
take advantage of it to attack his adversary, who was equally ex.
hausted, before the latter should havc time to c."tablish himself
in an entrenched position. At break of day Jackson crossed the
White Oak Swamp, and 800n r<'ached the battle-field of G1ellllale.
He ~ived an order to continue to follow the enemy by the
Quaker road, while Magruder and Huger were to file to his
right by forest paths, to gain the road to Haxall's and come up to
attack McClellan's left wing. Longstreet and Hill, being held in
J'e;:(>rve, followed in the rear of Jackson, and came to take posi
tion on his left, at a considerable distance from the field of battle,
which they did not leave during the whole day. Before crossing
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the Western Run at the Quaker road ford, and appearing in
front of the first slopes of Malvern, Jackson left his old divi~ion,

with two of Ewell's brigades, in the woods near Willis' Church,
and moved forward with the remainder, Ewell's third brigade in
the centre, Whiting's division on the left, and D. H. Hill on tbe
right. The latter, deploying between the road and the tributa~·

of the 'Vestern Run, followed the course of this stream by partly
extending his line into the adjoining woods. Having reached the
point where this stream connects with the ravine which separated
McClellan's centre from his left, the Confederate general sent, be
yond the ravine, Anderson's brigade, which thus debouched upon
the right of Couch's division, formed by Howe's brigade. It was
three o'clock. Whilst the artillery of Whiting and Ewell was
cannonading the Federal centre, Anderson, supported by the fire
of two batteries, vigorously attacked. the Federals, but in vain.
Howe had been waiting for the Confederates at a short distance.
The latter, being re<>.eived by a terrific fire, halted, when a charge
of t.he One Hundred ,and Second Pennsylvania completed their
repulse on one side, while on the other t.he Thirty-sixth ~e\V

York carried off the flags of the Fourteenth Alabama. The La
fayette Guards, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Thonret, fully
sustained the reputation they had already acquired at William.....
burg and Fair Oaks, and Couch took advantage of this success
to rectify his line by advancing about eight hundred met~.

The attack of the Confederates was not renewed. Lee had sent
an order to his generals to wait until the whole army had got into
line before resuming the offensive. Armistead's brigade of Hn
ger's division was, by rushing forward with loud yells, to give
the signal for a general assault upon the enemy's positions.

Meantime, the march of Magruder and Huger was impeded b)'
the woods and swamps they had to cross before reaching the posi
tions which had been assigned them. Their artillery especially
could scarcely be dragged along. Through some unaccountable
neglect on the part. of the Confederate staff, no map of this region
existed in the army; as we have already stated, no one had fore
seen the po~sibility that the tide of war would flow in tbat
direction. The column therefore proceeded somewhat at random.
At last two of Huger's brigades emerged from the woods on
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Anderson's right. The third, Armistead's, which was to have
commcnced the attack, followed l\Iagrude"r. The latter, pushing
his hc:J.Us of column forward as fa."t as the thick unclerwood
whieh he had to clear right and left from his path permitted, ar
rived about four o'dock in front of Porter's positions, and imme
diately placed Purcell's guns in hatter.v, the only field-pieces that
had hecn able to follow him. But the Confederate artillerists
have !"careely shown thelllsel ves when they are crushed by the fire
from Porter's powerful guns. Despite their stubbornnes,.;, their
pil,("e5 arc speedily dismounted or reduced to silenec. Another
battery, mlled the Letcher Artillery, which has come up to their
:l:S."ll-tance, ha.~ also most of it., cannoneers killed or wounded in a
;;hurt ")llK'C of time. Magruder, whom no obstacle ean dismay,
thinks he can rescue this battery by making his soldier::, charge
:,,,mc of the Fe<1eral gunsposte<1 nearest to his point of attack.
This ta..,k is entrusted to one regiment, which rushes up bmvcIy to
the a':'''3ult within one hundred and fifty metres of the enemy's
guns; but the latter reply by such a shower of grape that the
Confl'<.1eratcs recoil in disorder, leaving the ground strewn with
dead amI wounded. A second all(l a third charge, also made by
a single regiment at a time, are followed by the same result. The
fire of the artillery is supporte<1 by the volleys of musketry from
Porter's troops. No direct orders, no general command, control the
movements of the ConfL'<.1erate army. Stuart, carried away first
tOlrarcl the 'Vhite House by the greed for plunder, then into the
peninsula in the vain hope of overtaking Stoneman, has uot yet
I1'jninl'Cl Lee, and it may be said that with him the eyes of the
c;vnfederate army are absent. Whiting on the left, D. H. Hill
in the centre, Magruder and Ruger on the right, afford each other
no mutual support, there being no communication between them,
nor an)" instructions from Lee to enable them to act in concert.
After having ginn to the different corps, as a signal of attack,
an intliC'".ltion entirely insufficient, the commander-in-chief of the
CQnfl'(lerate army seems to have ceased to preside over the move
ment--; of these corps, which are, as it were, lost in the midst of the
fore:;t. The Federal;;, on the contrary, from the height., of Mal
vern Hill, can perceive all these movement., at a glance, and their
centml position enables them at all times rapidly to mass men
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and mnnon upon the point most menaced. Their view extends
even so filr that McC1ellan can see the columns of Lougstreet
and A. P. Hill as they proreed to take position in the rear on the
left of Jackson; and being anxious about his right flank, whieh
is not so well protected by nature, he retains a eonsiderable foree
there for a considerable time. We have seen that Magruder,
not having all his troops ill line, was unwilling to push the battle
to the extreme; but he had sustained useless lo..."Ses by risking a
few batteries first, then three regiments one after the other. This
valiant soldier had heen exasperated hy reproaches which had
heen C~lst upon him the day before for not having reached Glen
dale in time, so that he had sworn, it is said, to leaa his soldiers
direetly up to the enemy the first time he should encounter him,
and it is to this moti\'e that his bloody attacks, 80 imprudently
renewed, must be attributed.

l\Ieanwhile, the sound of the hattIe, which was being fought on
the extreme right of the Confederates, did not reach the rest of
their line, being intercepted by the density of the forest, and nn
doubtedly also by the wind, which had suddenly changed,-an un
reliable me."senger, upon which Lee had reposed too much eonfi
dene-c. As we have said, Armistead's brigade, which was to have
givcn the signal for the attack, having followed Magruder im;tead
of proceeding with the remaindcr of Huger's division, found
itself plac'cd in a portion of the line where it could no longer play
the important part which had been assigned to it. But toward
six o'clock D. H. Hill, who had been impatieiltly waiting for the
signal agreed upon, thought that he had heard it at last. He
distinctly recognized the sound of sharp musketry mingled with
hurrahs, and did not wait for anything more to put his division
in motion. He wa." probably deeei\'(xi by the distant echo of one
of the la;;t partial charges attempted by Magruder, the first hav
ing becn made an hour before. Such was the uttcr. want of COIll

munimtion betwcen the different generals that Hill remained in
ignomnee of the faet, not only during the whole battle, but even
for some days after, when he wrote his report, that Magruder had
rrolly attacked the enemy before himself, and sustainecl a eombat
much longer than his own. 'Vhen he put his division in motion,
believing the whole army to be engaged, his neighbors on the
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right and left, having heard nothing, remained motionless in their
turu; amI even after the battle had commenced they do not ap
pear to have received any order to support him. If we make
this assertion with some reservation, it is because the Confederate
report." from that of the general-in-chief to those of simple colo
nels, are so vague, so confused and contradictory in all that con
rel1l5 the hour, that it is almost impossible to arrive at any
positive conclusion as to the share of responsibility for the cheek
re;ting upon each. However that may be, Hill advanced alone
again:;t the Federal positions. After Anderson's first attack he
had borne toward his right, Lee having indicated I enemy's left
a:; the point upon which all the efforts of hi y were to be
coJll'Cntratcd. He had therefore before hin 0 re11's right,
Conch's division, reinforced by Caldwell's brig-old ..! "hich had been
temporarily detached from Richardson, and finally the left of
KC'Mn)'. The woods skirting the foot of Malvern Hill had
hitherto protected the Confederates; but ll.'! soon as they had
pa...,o:ed beyond the edge of the forest they were received by a fire
from all the batteries at once, some po;,ted on the summit of the
hill, others ranged midway, close to the Federal infantry. The
latter joined its musketry fire to the canllonade when Hill's first
line had corne within range, and threw it back in disorder on the
l\'SCrve.s. 'Vhile it was re-forming new battalions marchell lip to
the a..~ult in their turn. The remembrance of Cold Harbor
doubles the energy of Hill's soldiers. They try to pierce the
line sometimes at one point, someti mes at another, charging
K(mllY's left first, and Couch's right, formed by Caldwell's and
Howe's brigades, and afterward throwing themselves upon the
left uf Couch's division.' But hcre also, after having nearly I'eaehed
the Federal positions, they are repulsed. The conflict is carried
on with great fierceness on both sides, and for a moment it seems
a:; if the Coufederates are at la.o;t about to penetrate the very t.'Clltre
of their adver::;arics, and of the formidable artillery which but
now was dealing destruction ill their ranks. But SUl1IlIer, who
commands on the right, seeing no likelihood of any attark 011 that
side, detaehCtiSickles' and Meagher's brigadessueccssively to Couch's
a.."'Sii;ulIIee. During this time Whiting 011 the left, and Hugcr on
the right, suffer Hill's soldier:! to become exhausted, without SIlP-
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porting them. Xeither Lee nor Jackson has sent the slightest
order, ana the din of the battle which is going on in their imme
aiate vicinity has not sufficed to make them march against the
encmy. Jackson, however, feels at last the necessity of reinforcing
Hill and aiding him in the desperate attack he has undertaken.
Taking upon hi mself the management of the battle on this side, and
direeting in person those bloody but fruitless as...aults, he calls up
in great haste from 'ViII is' church his reserves, consisting of his
old Jivision and that of Ewell. But these troops are far oft·; lUld
notwithstanding their alacrity, they cannot arrive until after sun
set. At sev~'clockHill reorganized the debris of his troops in
the woods.. no longer the means for essaying a new at
tack; his tel· . nd the courage of his soldiers have only had
the effect of (:. g him to sustain heavy losses.

He complained bitterly of having been sacrificed and aban
doned by his colleagues; yet he had not been so entirely isolated
as he imagined, for more to the right Magruder had been engaged
at the same time as himself, and under circumstances equally un
favorable, in a struggle which was to have an issue not less fatal.
Rl'Cognizing the uselessness of his former attacks, he has cetk..ro
fighting in order to wait for the arrival of his artillery, which he
left behind during his march a few hours before, and to which he
sends orders to sacrifice everything in order to join him in time.
He depends upon the fire of his rifled guns, about thirty in num
ber, to silence the batterie..<; which protect Porter's line, and to
enable him to charge at the point of the bayonet. But it is near
six o'clock. Day declines, and the artillery does not arrive.
Perhaps the fiery Magruder has also heard the distant sound of
the battle in which Hill was then engaged: 'Vithout waiting for
his cannon any longer, he orders his fine division to attack the
formidable positions occupied by the Fedemls. He points out
to them as the aim of their efforts the Crewe house, around which
a large portion of McClellan's reserve artillery is concentmteJ.
This is, in fact, the key to the whole position. Before they can
reach the Federal lines which cover it, the assailants have to cross
six hundred metres of a mther steep slope, which does Dot affoN
the least shelter. Magruder's first brigade has scarcely appeared
in :;ight when it is exposed to a terrible artillery fire. Still the
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C{)nfederates continue to advance; but the Federal infantry,
which llas been waiting for them within a short distance without
firing, receives them with a murderons discharge, amI taking ad
vantabTC of the confusion thrown into their ranks to a&;umc the
offensive, drives them back upon the slopes which they have as
cendC(1 with so much difficulty. Magruder, not eonsitlering him
~lf be:lten, brings all his brigades successively into action, and
HUf-rer rouses himself at last from his long inaction to participate
in the battle. But the Confederate generals, by dividing their
effort'!, ha,"e lost all chances of success. A charge en masse of
one or two entire divisions could alone have compensated for
their inferior artillery, and while it would have involved the
Slcrifiec of fewer men than they had lost in detail, they might
perhaps have thus suexx.wed in reaching and surrounding the
Federal batteries. As soon as Porter understands the taetics of
his opponent he husbands his resources. His infantry and ar
tillery consume an enormous quantity of ammunition, but their
Ios.~es are insignificant, for the enemy has never been able to
make a stand sufficiently near them to engage in a regular
musketry fight. Each time that an attacking column stops
to fire it is immediately driven back. 'Vhencver one of his
regiments or one of his batteries has exhausted its ammuni
tion, Porter replaces them with others, scnding the former to the
;«'CImd line t{) fill their cartridge-boxes or their caissons. In this
manner he keeps up the fight, exposing only a portion of his
troops, and keeping the remainder mus.'!ed in case the enemy
"liould attempt a general us.sault with all his forces.

It is already near seven o'clock. l\Iagl'Uuer, Huger and D. H.
Hill-that is to say, the whole Confederate right-have succes
sivel~· taken part in the struggle. But 'Vhiting remains inactive,
and limits himself to the exchange of a few cannon-shot" with
the enemy from a difltance; Ewell and JackS{)n'~ old uivision
~nnot arrive in time; Magruder's artillery has not made it'> ap
pearance, nor have Longstreet and A. P. Hill been bronght for
ward. Even where the battle is mging with the greatest violcuee,
Lee, as we have seen, hus not sueeeetlcd ill pre~crving conccrt of
action. The attacks are made by each general individually, with
Ollt any understanding with his neighbors; con8Cqllently, they
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have all had the same issue. More than once the Federal lines
have seemed on the point of being charged and broken, so great
is the impetuosity of the assailants; but at the last moment the
latter are always checked and compelled to redeseend those fatal
slopes, already covered with the dead bodies of their comrades.
The last rays of the setting sun, gilding the tree-tops and the
smoky heights of Malvern, light up this bloody scene. In the
centre D. H. Hill has given up the contest, but Magruder, loth
to resign himself to this cruel reverse, persist'! in continuing the
fight. It is only toward nine o'clock that the booming of cannon
gradually dies away along the entire line, and the silence of the
night succeeds at last, unbroken, to the noise of battle.

This time the Confederates had experienced a defeat unmiti
gated by any.compensation. The great effort they had made w
repair thQ errors committed on the pre(,'eding days had signally
failed. Their divisions, exhausted and diminished by six days'
marching and fighting, had been led to the assanlt of formidable
positions without order or unity of action, and had paid dearl~'

for the confidence of their generals-a confidence which, since the
victory of Gaines' l\fill, had become positive presumption. Their
losses were enormous and out of all proportion to those they had
inflicted upon their adversaries. So useless a sacrifice of life trou
bled and discouraged them. Magruder's corps was partially de
stroyed; those of D. H. Hill and Huger had suffered cruelly;
those of Longstreet and A. P. Hill had not yet recovered from
the effects of the battle of Glendale. The troops of Whiting,
Ewell and Jackson would no doubt have been in a condition fo
renew the contest on the following day, but the struggle was vir
tually at an end. It was one of those facts which impress them
selves upon the strongest minds. Up to this time the Confed
erate army had labored under the conviction that the capitulation
of McClellan and all his troops would be the inevitable result
of the campaign. The soldier, unable to judge of the combined
movements of the Federals, had seen nothing but success in all
his encounters with them, and believed that as great advantages
had been obtained at Frazier's Farm and Glendale as at Gaines'
Mill; consequently, when 011 the evening of the 1st of July he
found himself repulsed at all points by those very men whom he
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had supposed to be in full flight, discouragement took the place
of the ll.'SSurance which until then had imparted so mnch strength.
The men still fit for service set themselves to numbering those
pl'e"ent and those that were absent-the killed, the wounded, the
sick and the stragglers; the latter were in frightful numbers.
If Lee had desired at this moment to lead his army once more to
the charge, he would not have been followed. He had to remain
rontented with the results obtained-results, indeed, of sufficient
importance to satisfy any rational mind that had not been lulled
into illusions. Lee could show, as substantial evidences of his
succe;.~, fifty pieces of cannon-most of thenl damaged, it is true
which his soldiers had captured at the point of the bayonet or
picked up on the field of battle, a considcrable number of wag
ons, a large number of muskets, accoutrement" of every de
!;Cription, provisions, tents, ammunition, together with six thou
ffind prisoners, one-half of them wounded, and among them sev
eral generals. In a strategic point of view, the results were still
more considerable. McClellan, who may be saill to have been
la~'ing siege to Richmond, had been violently interrupted in that
siege, conquered in open field, and compelled to undertake a per
ilous retreat in order to find a new base of operations at a much
greater distance from the aim of all his efforts. He had sust.'lined
considerable losses, for the maUriel which the enemy had taken
from him was nothing compared with what he had himself been
obliged to destroy. The wounded who had followed the army
were far more numerous than those who had remained behind.
~o one had as yet counted the dead, who might be reckoned at
many thou."''lnd". Finally, the thought that a campaign under
taken with so much perseveranl'C had ended in a disaster, depressed
the courage of everyone, from the general-in-chicf to the simple
soldier.

The Federals, however, had achieved on the borders of the
James the victory which had been denied them on the Chieka
hominy. If the first part of this short but sanguiilary campaign
was illustrated by the battle of Gaines' Mill, the second W3.'3 by
that of Malvern Hill. The enemy, therefore, could lIot compel
them to fall back farther. But the motives which had decided
McClellan to select a position below City Point for his army
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still existed; the vicinity of the right bank would always have
rendered it difficult to provision Malvern Hill. The general-in
chief, therefore, adhered to the order issued before the battle, di
recting the evacuation of this position during the night of the
1st and 2d of July.- The place he had designated as the quarters
for t-he army near his new base was Harrison's Landing, formerly
the property of President Harrison, situated twelve kilometn>5
luwer down in a direct line. Whilst the convoy, which had re
sumed its march since the, evening of the 30th, was approaching
the Harrison plantation by roads which, at times, had to be
clearcd with the axe, imd was fast covering all the spaces 8ur
rounding the improvised wharves along the river, the greater
part of the army was slowly falling back by way of Haxall's.
Porter, whu was the last to leave, covering.its march with a regi
ment of cavalry and the brigade of regulars, only reached this
point on the morning of the 2d. At Haxall's he passed Peck's
dh'ision, which, after having prepared the road to Harrison, forme<l
the rear-guard of the whole army, under the chief command of
General Keyes, who had several regiments of cavalry to protect
this march. The heat of the prec.eding days had been followed
by torrents of rain; and if it proved an obstacle to the pursuit
which the Confederates might have wished to attempt, it alsoim
peded the movement of the wagons. Nevertheless, they con
tinued their course over two roads without any difficulty, before
the enemy was able to disturb them; and when he finally made
his appearance, he no longer found anything to pick up on the
track of the Federals. He did not venture to attack them, while
Stnart, who had followed Keyes with severnl batteries of horse
artillery, contented himself with sending after him a few harm
less 'cannon-shots,

The army of the Potomac was to find at Harrison's Landing the
repoRe it absolutely needed. The retreat from Malvern Hill was
effected 'Without any trouble; but precisely, perhaps, because they
were no longer stimulated by the presence of the enemy, the sol
diers gave way more rapidly to physical exhaustion than before.
This last night march, following so many other fatigues, tran
scended the powers of endurance of most of them; when the
.oolomns, more and more stretehed out and reduced, reached the
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encampments which had been assigned to them, Nature asserted
her rights, and the need of rest overcame every other consider
ation. Fortunately, but few troop;; were required to cover the
po-;ition, which wa.., naturally very Htrong. The army wa." massed
hetw('('n the James amI a deep marshy water-<.'ourse called Her
ring Creek. The approaches to the peninsula, thus formed by
the river and the stream, were speedily protected by a considerable
abatis and field-work". A fleet of transports soon came to cm,t
anchor in front of the army, and a few hours later the wagons
were carrying rations h> all the divisions of the army. The/unc
tions of the quartermm;tcr's department, under the superintend
enee of Colonel Ingalls, were admirably performed. The army
was soon rested and organized j the sight of a few reinforcements
!!ent from Fortress Monroe had producetl the best effect upon the
~pirit.,of the soldiers, whose imaginatiou magnified their num bel'.
The stragglers had all rejoined their regiment." so that an esti
mate could be formed of the number present. The army of the
Potomac, reunited before Richmond June 20th, had an effective
forre of one hundred and four thousand seven hundred and
twenty-four men fit for service, and eleven thOlL'5Und two
hundred and eighty-nine sick or unable to perform any kind of
l!erviee. On reaching Harrison's Landing there were scarcely
fifty thousand men in the ranks, but on the 4th of July, when
the corp;> commanders made their report.." it wa." found that the
net losses of the army !'lince the 20th of June amounted to fifteen
thousand two hundred and forty-nine men, of whom one thousand
five hundred aud eighty-two had been killed, seven thousand
seven hundred wounded, and five thousand nine hundred and
fifty-eight missing. This last figure comprised, besides prisoners,
all the Mldiers who had beeu left on the field of battle, whose
fate, whether killed or wounded, could not be a."certained j to this
number may be added, without exaggeration, six thOlL"and sick or
lame who had gone to the hospital in consequence of the excessive
fatigues of the preceding days. McClellan therefore found him
self with about eighty-four thousand men under arms, not count
ing those who had jlL"t joined him.

The losses of Lee's army during the seven days amounted to
twenty thousand men, to which number must also be added at
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least five thousand rendered unfit for active service by the same
.causes which had operated with his adversaries; this arm)', there
fore, had undergone a diminution of twenty-five thoutJaud men.·
This was more than one-fourth of its effective force on the 26th
of June.

An interlude was to follow this great struggle. While Me
Clellan was fortifying himself at Harrison's Landing, Lee, ltam·
pered like himself by the difficulty of subsisting his army, was
obliged to fall back as far as the environs of Richmond. Both
sides were gathering their troops together while waiting for a
favorable opportunity to renew the contest. In the estimation of
those who did not allow themselves to be troubled by foolish
alarmiland were not blinded by party prejudices, McClellan's situa
tion was far from bad. The material losses he had sustained could
be easily repaired. The great danger the army had incurred had
excited an extraordinary sensation in the North, which resulted
in numerous enlistments; the government felt at last that it could
no longer haggle abont reinforcements; the soldiers had been
trained by their trials, and thcir chief had displayed qualities
which justified the confidence reposed in him. Planted on the
JaDlffi, McClellan could, either by ascending this river or by seiz
ing upon Petersburg, strike much deadlier blows at Richmond
than when his army lay across the Chickahominy, far from any
water communication.

Such was the position of the two armies about the 7th of July.
On this day the steamer coming from Fortress Monroe landed a
passenger at Harrison's Landing, whose dress, as simple as his
manners, did not at first attract any attention, but in whom peo
ple soon recognized President Lincoln. He had come to consult
with the {',ommander of the army of the Potomac about the mea
sures to be adopted nnder those grave circumstances.

But before we begin the narrative of the new campaign which
was preparing in Virginia, we must retrace our steps to relate the
events of which the valley of the Mississippi had been the the
atre during the spring of 1862.

*See the tabular figures of elfective strength in Note B, Appendix to this volume.
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CHAPTER 1.

NEW ORLEANS.

NEW ORLEANS was the most important of all the cities of
the Confederacy, as well on account of its population, num

bering one hundred and seventy thousand souls, as by its position
on the lower course of the Mississippi. It had within its walls
but an insignificant number of slaves, about thirteen thousand,
but it was the principal mart of all the rich cotton and sugar
plantations which lined both banks of the Mississippi, and which
were exclusively cultivated by negro labor. Its inhabitants, there
fore, widely divided by the difference of race and language, had
always been unanimous in sustaining the cause of slavery since it
had played the first part in the political affairs of the republic,
nor had they been among the less zealous in raising the standard
of sece-.sion in 1861. Many of them had fought bravely on the
battle-field of Bull Run. Should the Confederacy ever be rec
ognized and enjoy a tranquil independent .existence--should it
succeed in realizing the dream of that vast as.'lociation known by
the name of Knight8 of the Golden Oircle, and encompass the
Gulf of Mexico by annexing Cuba on one side and Mexico on
the other-the queen of the .Ali&issippi was certain to becomc the
ropital of this new power. So long as the war lasted it was a
strategic point of the utmost importance. If the Federals should
succeed in taking possession of this city, they would obtain a foot
hold in the centre of one of the richest rebel States; they would take
from their adversaries a port which required a large number of
vessels to blockade, and would secure a strong base of operations
from which to attack in rear the armies charged with the defence
of the upper course of the Mississippi. Consequently, since the
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outset of the war their aim had been to make themselves masters
of the place. We have said that in the month of Decem~r,
1861, General Phelps had landed with a few Massachusetts bat
talions on a small sandy islet called Ship Island, situated at the
entrance of Lake Borgne. As this bay extends to within a short
distance of New Orlen:ns, the station of Ship Island, although a
disagreeable spot, swept by winds dangerous to vessels and un
healthy for men, afforded, nevertheless, an indispensable point for
victualling the fleet and the troops which were about to attack
the capital of Louisiana. Upon this island Phelps had found a
large fortification commenced before the war, which the Confed
erates had evacuated during the month of September, and which
had been completed by the Federal troops.

While the Federal government was organizing the expedition
the object of which was the capture of NewOricans, it main
tained a strict blockade of the coast of the Mexican Gulf, despite
the inclement season, which it rendered more stringent by gradu
ally occupying the coast itself. A few words will suffice to ex
plain the small military operations which preceded in the fil'8t
four months of 1862 the setting out of this great expedition.

The first was the oecupation of Cedar Keys. This group of
islands is situated on the western coast of Florida, a short dis
tance from the main land, and fronting the head of a line of rail
way which, crossing the peninsula in an oblique direction from
south-west to north~ast, connected with the Atlantic coast at Fer
nandina. The war-steamer HatleraJJ, which appeared there on
the 10th of January, took possession of this post without firing
a shot; there the Federals found several guns, four schooners,
with four or five smaller vessels; they also captured about fifteen
prisoners and destroyed the railway station. Six weeks after, on
the 24th of February, a few sailors in a launch tried to take
possession of another vessel which they had spied on the coast;
they were unable to get her away, but succeeded in destroying
her.

The principal river which empties into the Gulf of Mexico,
east of :Mobile Bay, is the Appalachicola, formed by the junction
of the waters of Flint River and the Chattahoochee. At its
mouth t~ere are found alluvial deposits, which cause the coast to
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describe a convex curve surrounded by islands and sand-bunks.
This navigable river afforded the best way for conveying the
products of the States of Georgia and Alabama to the coast,
which the blockade-runners came to receive in the little town of
Appalachioola, situated on Appalachee Bay. In order to put an
end tQ this traffic, two launches were detached from the Federal
cruiser J-Iercedita on the 23d of March, which blockaded the en
trance of the bay, and ordered to proceed to the town. The Con
federate authorities, together with a small garrison, had fled at
their approach; but the sailors did not consider themselves suffi
ciently strong to venture on shore. They returned on the 3(1 of
April, ten days afterward, in eight launches or whaling-boats, took
temporary pos.<;ession of the town, and did not return on board the
Mercedila and Sagamore until they had destroyed all the vCescls
that could be used in the contraband trade.

:More to the west the naval division charged with the block
ade of the Mississippi al!'lo occasionally visited the enemy's coa.st;
this was at the time when Farragut was commencing his operations,
and it was essential to keep a watdl over the Confederates along
the whole line they had to defend. 'Vhile Butler's troops were
impatiently waiting on the sandy shores of Ship Island for the
moment when they might penetrate into the passcs which lead to
the rich city of New Orleans, it so happened that one da.y during
the rquinoctial storm, when a furious gale of w~ml was blowiug,
and the sea was more violently agitated than usual, some soldiers
picked up on the beach a little girl three years old, who had been
washed by the waves from a Confederate ship which was going to
pieces at the entrance of Lake Borgne. The child, restored to con
l!Ciousness by the unremitting care of those around her, was able to
tell the Dame of her relatives; and Major Strong, chief of Butler's
staff, prompted by a humane instinct, undertook to carry her, under
a flag of truce, to Biloxi, a small town formerly frequented by
the inhabitants of New Orleans as a sea-bathing resort, situated
opposite Ship Island. But on his return he was trcach<.'rously
attacked by parties lying in ambuscade, and came near being killed
or ~ptured, with the sailors who had escorted him. The two
tenders, the JackRon and the New London, accompanied by a
transport with the Ninth Connecticut regiment OIl board, were !:lent
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to ch8.'ltise the perpetrators of this infamous outrage. These ves
sels, which a short time before, on the 23<1 of March, had already
exchanged a few cannon-shots with two small Confederate steam
ers, appeared before Biloxi on the evening of April 2; the troops
were landed, the town occupied, and the authorities were glad to

get off at the cost of some humble apologies. On the following
day the three Federal vessels ran into the Pass Christian
channel, a short distance from there, drove off the two Confeder
ate steamers, landed a few troops to destroy the Confederate d~

pOts, and, after having again taken the men on board, returned to
Ship bland. Finally, on the very day when, as we shall see
presently, Farragut was taking possession of New Orleans, the
27th of April, a Federal d<.'tachment seized a small abandoned
work called Fort Livingston, 011 the western coast of the Mis.<lis
sippi delta, where some Louisiana militia were in the habit of
parading for a few hours once a week.

A few Confederate vessels, while attempting to force the block
ade, fell, about the same time, into the hands of the Federal navy
stationed in the Gulf of Mexico.

Wc may mention the brig lV"Wier, which was run ashore near
Mobile on the 20th of January to escape from the Union cruis
ers, and was raised and taken off b)" the latter under a brisk
fire from the beach. The most important capture was that of
the steamer Flot-ida, a splendid vessel engaged in the contra
band cotton tradc between the coast of Florida and Havana.
On the 4th of April a Federal launch which had been sent to
reconnoitre the bay of St. Andrews, west of the mouth of the
Appalachicola, surprised a small schooner employed as a blockade
runner, which had taken refuge there a month before. It was
found that when captured the captain of this vessel made strong
professions of loyalty to the Union cause, and even proposed to
assist the Federals in seizing the Florida, whose whereabouts, at
the extremity of the bay, near the mouth of Bear Creek, he di
vulged to them. The armed sailors concealed themselves 011

board the schooner, which stood off for the Florida without any
one suspecting the trick. In the twinkling of an eye the Feder
al jumped on board and took possession of the enemy's yessel.
Here, again, they found men ready to assist them. As was almost
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invariably the case, the engineers were at heart in favor of the
Union, and readily consented to continue their servk-cs. After a
dangeroull run of several days, after having run aground three
timeR and having lost many men by the fire of the enemy con
ceale<l along the shore, the brave boatswain, Lewis, brought the
Florida into the Bay of St. Joseph. An attempt almost as bold
was made on the 5th of April by a Federal launch and a whale
boat, at the other extremity of the Mexican gulf, to seize the
schooner Columbia, which had taken refuge in the San Luis Pass,
in Texas, west of Galveston. But after having been for a mo
ment in posse;>sion of the vessel, the Union sailors were obliged
to abandon their prize, which they set on fire before leaving.

~Ieanwhile, the project of an expedition against New Ol'1eans,
which had been determined upon at"the close of the ycar 1861, and
then relinquished, when a war with England seemed imminent, had
been revived as soon as the question of the Trent prisoners was ami
cably settled. General Butler had been directed to raise the neces
sary troops for this expedition; and in order to make him independ
ent of the local authorities, whose recruiting operations he might
interfere with, a military department wa." created expressly for
him in the ~ew England States. He set himself actively to work,
and soon succeeded in raising about ten thousand men. The most
important part of this expedition,however, was that pertaining to
the navy. This wa.'! entruste<l bJ Capt.'\in Farragut, an officer of
large experience, who had remained faithful to his flag, although
a native of Tennessee. He was placed in command of the Gnlf
squadron, and embarked at Hampton Roads on the 2d of Febru
ary, on board the fine sloop-of-war Hartford, which he was to
lead into many battles. The secret concerning the object of the
undert."lking had been carefully kept. The ve'l.'lels which the
government was collecting from all quarters for this expedition
had received sealed orders, designating Key West or the mouths
of the Mississippi as the rallying-point.

Butler started three weeks later. On the 23d of February,
after receiving his instructions from the President and General
McClellan, he left Chesapeake Bay with a fleet of transports, on
hoard of which were the troops he had raised in the North, to
gether with three regiments detached from Baltimore. He was
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to take up two other regiments at Key West, and one at Fort
Pickens. The voyage was long and tedious, and it was only
after being one month at sea that he landed at Ship Island, where
he found himself at the head of thirteen thousand seven hundred
men.

Farragut had long been waiting for him, and had availed him
self of this delay to organize his forces, and prepare them for the
difficult enterprise which had been entrusted to them. His sqnad
ron consisted of the frigate Colorado, forty-eight guns; the sloop
of-war B7"Ooklyn, twenty-four guns, which had been blockading
the Mississippi for. some time; the sloop-of-war Iroquois, nine
guns, brought back from the West Indies; of the following
ships, recently fitted out in the arsenals of the North: the Hart
ford, which we have just mentioned, twenty-four guns; the
Richmond, twenty-six guns; the Pensacola, twenty-four guns;
the MiMissippi, twelve guns; the Oneida, nine guns; the sailing
sloop-of-war Portsmouth, seventeen guns; and ten gun-boats: the
Varuna, twelve guns; the Cayuga, six guns; the Winona, the
Katahdin, the Itasca, the Ki1UO, the lV"1.88ahickon, the Pi'TWla, the
Ken'Mbeck, the Scioto, four guns each. These gun-boats were all
merchant-vessels of small tonnage, which the Navy Department
had purchased and converted into war-ships for the occasion.
Farragut had, moreover, several other war-vessels of a new de
scription, which we shall find playing an important part in the
various battles of which the Mississippi is to be the theatl't'.
There ,vere twenty sailing-brigs, each carrying a mortar, which
had been fitted out at the Brooklyn arsenal. These vessels, of
light draught, registered from two to three hundred tons; their
entire centre, from keel to deck, was occupied by massive timber
work supporting a solid platform, in the centre of which was a
turning-table containing the mortar. This mortar weighed eight'
tons and a half, and could throw bombshells fifteen inches in
diameter. Several tugs were attached to the service of this flo
tilla, which was commanded by an intelligent and energetic of
ficer, Captain David Porter. Farragut's fleet consisted of forty
six vessels in all, carrying three hundred guns or mortars, but not
a single armored vessel.

It was precisely at the moment, when the immense superiority
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of the latter kind of vessels had just been demonstratl'<i by the
battles in Hampton Roads, that Farragnt was about to venture
"'ith his woodp.n ships under the converging fire of the forts of
New Orleans. The inhabitante, of the latter city, therefore, felt
perfectly safe. They predicted for the Federals the fate of the
English expedition which Andrew Jackson had so entirely de
feated under their walls in 18] 5. The position of New Or
leans seemed to justify the<>e expectations. In the preceding
volume we have already described the flat and marshy conn
try extending south of this city, the peculiar formation of the
bed of the Mississippi, which, like the Nile and the rivers of
Holland, mns o\'er a sand-shallow (dos d'dTle) incessantly banked
up by its own alluvia and the natural levee<> which enelose it for
a great distance into the sea, which, giving to its mouth the as
pect of a series of promontories, deceived the first explorers of
the Mexican Gulf. The waters of the river all along the delta
are of great depth; there arc none of those sand-banks which
renl]er the navigation of its upper course so dangerous. But
below the T&e-aes-P(WJfS, at the point where each branch emp
ties its waters into the sea, there have been formed, as at the en
trance of all large rivers, difficult bars, on which there are but
three or four fathoms of \VaOter. New Orleans is situated on the
west bank, one hundred and sixty kilometres above these mouths,
but only separated by a few kilometres from Lake Borgne, where
the waters which the levees allow to esmpe discharge themselves
through numerous channels, or bayous, to use a local term. It is
impos;:ihle, however, to attack the city on this side, because Lake
Borgne is very shallow, and the space between its shores and the
lc\'ee upon which New Orleans stande, is occupied by large and
imIKls,'.:.uble swamps. A few unimportant works were amply suf
ficient to eover the city back of these swamps. Forts Jackson
and St. Philip, which, as we have said, protected the lower course
of the riwr and commanded the real approaches to the great city
of the South, are situated at about sixty kilometres from the passes
of the ::\Iis.';issippi. Fort St. Philip, on the left bank of the river,
was ffitablished by the Spaniards, and had recently been rceon
!tructed under the superintendence of Captain Barnard, a Federal
officer of engineers, who had sincc been placed at the head of that
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arm of the service on :McClellan's staff. Fort Jackson, so namal
after the defender of New Orleans, was situated opposite, near the
site of the old Fort Bourbon. The department of war at Wash
ington had naturally rec.eived detailed plans of all these works,
and Barnard had furnished a memoir on the one he had recon
structed, and which his comrades were ordered to capture.

The Confederate authorities considered themselves invulner
able on this side; consequently, they did not trouble themselves
about prot.ecting New Orleans, except against an enemy coming
down the Mississippi. It WlUl at Columbus, Island Number Ten
and Fort Pillow that they had intended to defend the capital of
the Gulf of :Mexico. When General Lovell succeeded Twiggs
in the command of LouisiRna in October, 1861, he was absolutely
without resources. The regiments raised in that part of the coun
try had gone to fight elsewhere; the arsenals were empty, the
forts had scarcely any armament, and the war-vessels in p~
of construction on the river were yet unfinished; money, men and
materials of war were alike wanting. The armies of Virginia
and Kentucky had swallowed up everything. During the winter
Lovell had, by assiduous activity, remedied this evil to a consid
erable extent. A double e1lCeinte, well fortified, prot.ected the
city on the land side. Two powder-manufactories were kept at
work day and night. The garrison numbered, besides the mili
tia, eight thousand men, all well-trained troops. But the reverses
sustained by their armies in the North-west were a subject of in
creasing alarm to the Richmond authorities. In the month of
:March Lovell had been obliged to send five thousand men to
Columbus, and little by little all those of his soldiers who had
enlisted in the service of the Confederacy were taken from him.
There were only left to him three thousand volunteers raised hy
the governor of Louisiana, engaged for only three months, badly
equipped and undrilled. He had also been requested to furnish
cannon and ammunition. In short, conflicts of authority and the
want of money delayed the completion of the two vessels upon
which he had relied for defending the :Mississippi against the
Federal fleets. Thcse VCSAels were the Louisiana and the Missi,
sippi, each registering one thousand five hundred tons, stronglJ'
plated, armed with a beak, supplied with a powerful engine, and
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each carrying twenty guns. The Richmond government had
decided that these vessels, with fourteen river-boats more or
less armored, should proceed to the Upper Mississippi as soon as
completed to contend with Foote; but the danger which threat
ened New Orleans wa.'l 80 great that Lovell succeeded, by force
of entreaty, in obtaining permission to retain these vessels, as well
a..'l six of the gun-boats. The other eight were taken from him.
Kevertheless, at the end of March the Confederate flotilla found
itself in a condition to afford powerful aid to Forts Jackson
and St. Philip if they should be attacked by the Federals. It
consisted of the Louisiana, which had at last been completed;
the ram ~[anaR8a8, which had already causcd 80 much alarm to
the Federal ships the preceding year, and which had been sent
back to New Orleans by order of Beauregard; six river-boat.,;,
the Warrior, the Stoneroall Jackson, the Resolute, the Defiance, the
GOf)tTnor ~Iorire and the General Quitman, most of them protected
by iron plates and cotton-bales, each armed with a beak; and
five other vessels of the same description, equipped under the di~

rection of the governor of Louisiana. But the Richmond author
ities, unable to understand the neces.'lity for a ~ingle command,
had persisted in placing this flotilla under the orders of offic.ers
actin~ independently of the land-force.'3. Commodore 'Whipple,
residing in New Orleans, with Captain Mitchell as second in au
thority, had the exclusive command of the vessels charged with
the defence of the passes. During the whole siege Mit.ehell de
clined all concert of action with the defcnders of the forts, refused
to listen to Lovell's advice or the requests of Duncan, and by his
inaction during the bombardment exposed himself to scvere but
just criticisms on the part of his comrades.

The Confederates, however, on being informed of the approach
of Farragut's fleet, had not deemed these vessels to be a sufficient
protection for New Orleans, and wanted to close the entrance of
the lIississippi, just as the Russians had closed the port of Sebas
topol. But the great depth of the river, which 1'1 from fifteen to
twenty-five fathoms, did not allow of vessels being sunk in its
bed, as even their masts would have disappeared under the waters.
Lovell attempted to supply this kind of obstruction by means of
a floating barrier or dam. An enormous chain, brought from Pen-
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sacola, was stretched from bank to bank, at a point where the ~£is

sissippi is only six hundred and Hixty metres wide. Large trunks
of cypress, ten metres in length and placed in the direction of the
current at short distam-es apart, supported this chain, and the
whole was firmly kept in position by seven anchors placed up strea ID.

Unfortunately for the Confederates, this formidable obstacle ob
structed the course of the river but too effectually. 'Vhen its
waters began to rise in the spring, overflowing both banks and
surrounding all the approaches to the forts with an impas-~bIe

barrier for infantry, they bore down all the rubbish which the
:l\Iississippi wa.<;hes away from the forests that lie on its upper
banks, and which it yearly swecps down into the sea. Be·ing
stopped by this barrier, the accumulated trunks soon formed a
floating mass reaching as far as Fort St. Philip, and a day natu
rally came when the weight of this mR-"S broke the obstac·le
which had held it back. This occurred at the end of Fehruary.
By means of contributions from the inhabitants of New Orleans
.:-for the Confederate exchequer was empty-Lovell set himself
to work to repair this disaster. Eleven hulks of brigs were
anchored in the river and bound together by a slight chain, whieh,
rising and sinking alternately, allowed the floating matter to pas.",
while the rigging of these vessels, lowered into the spaC'C which
separated. them, would become entangled with the screws of the ,"(>S

els which should approach them. Only a portion of the old raft
was kept on the right bank of the river. A narrow passage was con
trived for Confederate vessels which might desire to reach the open
sea. This obstacle was still sufficiently effective to stop the Federal
fleet for some time, and thus kept it exposed to the converging
fire of more than one hundred guns plaeed UpOIl the two banks.

Indeed, the two large forts and their dependent batteries
mounted one hundred and fifty guns. Fort St. Philip, situated
on the salient angle of an elbow in the river, enfiladed it in two
directions. Fort Jackson, situated a little lower down, was of
larger dimenRions. It was a regular pentligon, with a curtain
one hundred and fifty metres long, and commanded all the sur
rounding country with the exception of a portion of the levee on
the right hank, which, two kilometres lower down, was ma.'~ked

by a dense forest. It mounted seventy-five guns; but some
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of his best pieces had been taken from him and sent to Island
X umber Ten by order of the Richmond authorities. It had
Dlany bomb-proof shelters; a portion of its artillery was in case
mates; its garrison, which should have been two thousand five
hundred men, scarcely numbered more than one thousand five
hundred. These two forts possessed, nevertheless, a sufficient
number of practical gunners to serve, with two full reliefs, the
eighty guns which covered the river. A land-battery erected in
front of Fort Jackson protected the point ,,,,here the chain was
£.l."tened to the right bank; but at the last moment two heavy
riRed. guns, which had been placed there with the utmost diffi
culty, were taken away to be put on board the Louisiana, where
they did not fire a single shot.

Since the blockade had interrupted navigation below New Or
leans, the mouths of the river had become blocked up with mud,
thus adding a natural defence to those we have already described.
Consequently, when Farragut tried to enter the Mississippi River
in the month of :March, he had the greatest difficulty in getting
his sloops-of-war over the bar. The frigate Colvrado, drawing
twenty-two feet of water, was obliged to remain outside, and the
greater part of her crew were distributed among the other vessels.
It was only on"the 8th of April that, the sloops-of-war J-fl<JsisBippi
and Pensacola having surmounted the obstacle, Farragut saw the
whole of his fleet assembled in the waters of the great river. By
the 28th of March the enemy's position. had been reconnoitred,
and the edge of the wood which covers the right bank below Fort
Jackson was selected as the best position for the mortar-boatB.
Having been delayed by want of coal, the fleet wa.q unable to
start until the 17th of April, while Butler, who had arrived from
Ship Island with nine thousand men, was waiting for the issue
of the conflict at the entrance of the river, to land his troops
upon some tenable ground. At this period the whole of the
lIississippi delta was but a vast impracticable swamp, and his
troops had nothing to do but to gather the fruits of the advantages
secured by the navy. The rise in the river, however, which par
alyzed the action of the Federal sold·iers, also rendered them con
siderable service. The small army of Lovell, flooded in its en
campments, was exposed to every kind of suffering and privations,
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and the forts themselves were menaced by the water, which 'was
undermining the friable soil upon which they were erected.
Finally, on the lIth of April the floating bar was again consid
embly injured, although enough remained to form an obstacle
difficult to surmount.

On the 18th of April the mortar-boats, which were to open fire,
cast anchor two thousand metres from" Fort Jackson, along the
woods above mentioned, without being discovered by the enemy_
In order to disguise them more effcetuall)O, their masts and rigging
were enveloped with green boughs, while their hulls were plas
tered over with the reddish clay of the :\Iississippi. Six of them
occupied a more exposed position dose to the left shore, but their
fire was more certain. A few gun-boat... accompanied them. The
distances hml been calculated with great precision, so that on the
morning of the 18th these twent), mortar-boats were able to con
centrate their fire upon Fort Jackson. The effects of this terrible
hombardment were soon felt, without, lJOwe\Oer, preventing the
fort from replying with vigor. It even soon compelled the six
mortar-boat... which were not masked by the wood to change posi
tion to avoid heing sunk, but the exact spot occupied by the rest
was not discO\oered. Finally, toward five o'clock in the evening
all the wooden buildings occupying the parade-ground el\nght
fire. This ac(~idcnt suspended the service of the Confederate
guns, and the garrison had the greatest tronble in extin'guishing
the flames. At sunset, l\fter having discharged one thousand five
hundred shells, Porter ceased firing. During the night the Fed
eral gun-boats which kept guard succeeded in scattering several
fire-ships IUUlH'hcd by the enemy.

From the 19th the mortar-boats continued firing without in
termission day and night, each of the three divisions composing
the flotilla performing this service for four hours. Not having
been ahle to regulate the fuses of the shells properly, Porter de
termined not to cut them; so that, instead of bursting' in the air,
these projcetiles buried themselves five or six metres deep into the
soft earth of the fort, and their explosion, although not very
dangerous to it" defenders, gr~tly injured the construction. On
the evening of the 20th, Farragut confidL'l! to his flag-officer, the
hrave Bell, Olle of the be"t officers in the Americau navy, the
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dangt'l'Ous mission of proceeding with two gun-boats, the Pinola
amI the Ita8ca, to opeu a breach in the floating bar constructed
b~' the enemy. During this expedition the mortars redoubled
their fire in order to compel the latter to seek refuge within their
l'&.-"emates. Taking advantage of their confusion, Lieutenant
O.lldwell boarded one of the dismantled hul~s that lay in the
river, unloosed the chains attached to it, and placed a bag of gun
powder with a fuse furnished with an electric attachment. The
defenders of the forts had soon perceived the two gun-boats, and
the latter, while retiring, were covered with a shower of shells.
The wire which was to have calL'>eu the explosion of the powder
bag broke; but one of the chains being detached, there were left
two practicable passages for the Federal fleet. Hoping', however,
10 silence Fort Jackson rompletely, Porter continued the bom
bardment until the evening of the 23d. His ammunition was
almost exhausted, and the fire of the enemy had not sensibly
slackened; one single gun in Fort St. Philip, which was undoubt
edly the best, and four in Fort Jackson, had been dismounted.
On the other hand, one of the mortar-boats had been sunk by a
cannon ball which had gone entirely through it; the Federals,
howc\-er, had lost but very few men, and their boats had perfectly
withstood the concussion produce.l by the firing of the enormous
guns they carried.

They, however, de8paircd of their ability to reduce the forts by
a simple bombardment. There was no question as to the havoc
caused by their projectiles in Fort Jackson. According to the
Confederates themselves, more ~an eight thousand bomhshells
had fallen within the enceinte, 80 that the Cll.'lemate>, notwith
standing the sand-bags with which they had heeli co\'erecl, were'
half in ruins and on the point of falling to pieces; the powder
magazine was no longer safe, aud all the masonry wa.'> damagetl.
And, what was still more serious, the bombshells, by bUl'8ting in
the dyke whieh kept the river out, had caved it in in many places,
and the waters, which were very high at the time, had flooded a
great portion of the work, rendering the homb-proof Hhelters
almost uninhabitable and communications between the different
batteries extremely difficult. If the ground had not been 80 soft
aUll the bom~hells had not penetrated so deeply int) the earth,

YOL.II.-ll
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the fort would have been destroyed in two or three days. Gen
eral Duncan and his two lieutenants, Colonels Higgins and )Ic
Intosh, encouraged, however, their soldiers by their own example.
The five or six heavy guns which alone wonld reach the station
occupied by the Federal ships were constantly at work; fire-ships
rome down the river every night. There was nothing, therefore,
to indieate' the termination of the struggle; to put an end to it,
Farragut determined to attempt a bold stroke, and tb foree the
passes under the fire of the enemy's gnns.

Nor was this an alternative resorted to in a moment of embar
ra.."Sment, but mther a plan long cherished hy that mind at once
so calculating and so bold. Combining the two grcatest qualities
of a warrior, forming his plans with calm deliberation, foreseeing
every danger which they could present, and executing them with
out hesitntion, Farragut had promised the gO\'ernment at \rash
ington to capture New Orlcans. He had announced before em
barking that he should, if necessary, place himself with his
wooden vessels before the enemy's forts, that, instead of fighting
them at a distnnce, he should approach them within short mnge,
to fill the embrasures of their casemates with gmpe, and that by
sacrificing one or two of his ships he would secure a passa",~ for
the rest of his fleet. This was the manrnuvre he was about to
attempt, whieh, often repeated by him with the same intrepidity
and success during the war, was to placc him in the highest rank
among the naval commanders of our epoch. He may probably
have been engaged on other occasions in more desperate conflicts
than the one for which he wa." ~reparing on' the 23d of April,
1862, but on this day he was going to make the first trial of a

. new system; a~d a." the admiral himself said to u" in his own
gmphic language a few years later, "It was like the egg broken
by Christopher Columbus; it was neec-;;mry to imagine what no
one had ever aceomplished before under similar cireumstanCX'S."
It was necessary, above all, to be able to execute so rash a m:mrnuvre
at a time when the \'a."t superiority of forts over wooden vessels
was everywhere asserted. Farragut was fortunately a.'lSisted by
resolute offieel'8, to whom he was not afmid of saying hy way of
encoumgement that "they would have to mect their foe in a
kind of warfare most unfavomble to the navy."

,,
\
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It ha\-ing been ascertained by a reconnai>;..;;ance that the passage
between two of the connected hulks was still free, Farragut gave
the signal for weighing anchor at two o'clock in the morning,
April 24th. He had verbally given the minutest instrlletions to
all his officers, while allowing them ample freedom of action in
their preparations for battle. The inventive mind of the Ameri
ems had taken advantage of this privilege. Some of the com
manders had painted th('ir decks white, the better to recognize
each other in the dark, and this seems to have succeeded remark
abl)' well; others had plastered their hulls with clay; all had im
provised shelters for the vital part" of their ships, some by hang
ing coils of rope on their sides, others by lining the interior with
sacks of coal or hammocks.

At half-past three o'clock in the morning the fleet began to
move in two columns. The right column was under the orders
of Captain Bailey, second in command, whose flag was hoisted on
the gun-boat Cayuga. He was followed by the two sloops-of-war
Prl18l1£Q/.a and JliuirJsippi, and the five gun-boats .oneida, Varl£na,
Kafahdin, Kineo and WiMaltick{)n. The left column consisted of
the three sloops-of-war Hartford, Brooklyn and Richmond, under
the immediate command of Farragut, and the six gun-boats
Scioto, Iroquois, Kennebeck, Pinola, Basca and Winona, which he
plared under the command of Captain Bell. The two columns
were to proceed in such a manner as to afford each other mutual
impport; the vessels composing the right column had shifted all
their heavy guns to starboard to fire upon Fort Philip; those of
the left column to larboard to engage Fort Jackson. The sloops
were to slacken their speed during this combat to draw the fire
of the adversary, while the vessels of weaker model, proceeding

. more rapidly through the dangerous spaee, were to attack the
l'nemy's flotilla.

It was a dark night; the Confederate ships, still careless in
Qpite of Duncan's warnings, had neither boats posted to wateh the
ri\'l'r, nor fires upon the water to direct the aim of the land-bat
teries. The defenders of Fort Jackson, however, soon discovered
the Federal vCSflels, which, owing to the difficulty they experienced
in navigating a channel unknown to them, and against a violent
rorrent, advanced but slowly, making scarcely four knot" an hour.



164 THE CIVIL IVAR IN A~lERICA.

The fire of Fort Jackson was soon joined by that of St. Philip,
which enfiladed the river and the Feder.!l fleet without eliciting
a single shot in return. The mortars had been directed to respond
for them, and continued firing without intermission, while the
gun-boats attached to their service, and the saiIing-ship Porta
mouth, had gone up within easy range of Fort Jackson and covered
it with shells.

Both Farragut and Bailey found the passage between the dis
mantled vessels which were to arrest their course; the fires
tardily kindled by the Confederates to light up the scene of the
battle sen"ed them ll:l guides; the two columns followed them
and immediately discharged their guns against the two forts.
Thc river was soon enveloped in smoke, which augmented still
further the obscurity of the night and the difficulty of man
reuvring. The last gun-boats of the two columns lost sight
of those that preceded them. The Kennebeck on the right, the
Winona on the left, became entangled among the chains stretched
between the brig-hulks; the former sunk one of the hulks, but
wasted much precious time in getting free. At the same time,
the Itasca, which preceded the IVinona, was struck by a cannon
ball, which penetrated her boiler and disabled her; the two ves...els
ran foul of each other. The Itasca was carried away by the cur
rent, and the Winona, left alone after having tried in vain to find
her way, was obliged to descend the river once more with the
Kennebeck, under the concentrated fire of all the enemy's guns.
While these events wpre taking place, the remainder of the fleet
had passed Fort Jackson, responding as best it could to the salvos
of the Confederate batteries. Higgins' soldiers, crippled by
Porter's projectiles, exhausted by six days' bombardment, serving
guns nearly all of which were in a damaged condition, in ruined
casemates, had no means for stopping the Federal vessels, which
escaped them with but trifling damage. In the midst of the
darkness nothing but a fortunate chance could have enabled them
to sink one of those vessels in their passage.

But Fort St. Philip, which had scarcel)· sustained any damage
from the bombardment, was more formidable. Bailey had already
pasf;ed it with the Cayuga, after having fired grape into the em
brasures, in conformity with the instructions of the commodore;
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but he had paid dear for his auclacity, for no less than forty-two
cannon-balls had struck his ship. The Perum('AJla. and the JFI8
3iMippi had in their turn been brought into action. Farragut
("'clme to their assistanl'C, but he was attacked at the same time by
the Jfrznassa./f and the fire-ship; in trying to avoid them the
Hflrljord ran aground, aud waR set on fire by the fire-ship. For
tunately, the flames were soon extinguished; the flag-ship got once
more afloat, and while the JIana.~a8was disappearing in the dark
ness it opened so well sustained a fire withi~ short range, upon
the batteries of Fort St. Philip, that nearly all the Confederate
cannoneers ahandoned their guns. The Brooklyn had followed in
her wake, hut her progre8s was delayed by the bar, and she had
only succee<led in efft'Cting a passage by sinking one of the hulls
moored in the river, at the risk of becoming herself a wreck.
This sloop enrountered the JJanrt88fZ8 in her turn. The Confeder
ate ram fiJ"e{l her solitary gun at her at a distance of three
metres; fortunately for the Brooklyn, the ball lodged in the sand
bags plaC(>(1 around her engine, and did it no damage. The llJan

UItSaS then tried to run into her adversary; but not having suffi
('ient space to back, ill order to acquire the necessary impetu8, the
{oJ'('(' of her thrust was broken against the chains that hung over
the side:" of the Federal vessel. The latter had taken the place
or the Hartford in front of Fort Jackson, when another foe, one
of the Confederate gun-boats, came to attack her. .A single broad
side, fired at fifty metres, sufficed to disable this new adversary,
which caught fire, and the burning of which lighted up for an
instant the scene of this desperate combat.

While each v('S.'!el was directing it,> fire by the flash of the
enemy's gun;;, the Union gun-boat'! had passed the forts; and the
(',onfederate ~mnon having been almost silenced, the sloops also
succeeded in a-<;ccnding the river, so that, when daylight rendered
the combatants visible, fourteen of the Federal ships found them
~h'es above the forts. The others were disabled, but nOlle of
them had been lost. The most diffienlt part of Farragut's under
taking had been aC<'omplished in less than an hour; the battle,
hflwen'r, \Va'> not yet won. Through a fortunate ehall(~ for the
Federal:" the Louisiana, which had reached Fort Jack:,oll on the
20th, had sustained some injury to her machinery, and Mitchell
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was unwilling to take that vessel into action, or even to allow h~r

to be placed in a position where she could support the batteries
of the forts. He thus rendered useless the artillerists, the mnnon
of heavy calibres and the ammunition he had received for the
armament of his vessel. In passing the forts, Farragut had left
behind him the powerful instrument upon which his foes had
built so many hopes; but the latter had yet the Manassas and
about ten wooden vessels with which to oppose him. These ves
sels, evidently surprised by his attack, had lost the best opportu
nity to fight him while he was cannonading the land batteries;
but they were about to make a strenuous effort to repair their error.
Most of them were at anchor a little above Fort St. Philip; so
that Bailey, who led the fleet with the Cayuga, saw them coming
down to crush him. Even before the steamers that followed in
hi~ wake had all passed this fort, the Cayuga was attacked by
three of the enemy's vessels; she made a successful stand against
them. One was struck at thirty paces by an eleven-inch shell,
which obliged her to make speed ,for the shore, where she was
abandoned and set on fire; another was disabled, and just as a
third was approaching, two Federal gun-boats eame to the succor
of Bailey. These were the Oneida, which had just run into and
sunk one of the ~nemy's vessels, and the Varona, which imme
diately passed to the head of the assaulting column. But the latter
vessel ventured too far, and a few kilometres above St. Philip was
in turn attacked on every side. The Margan, commanded by an
old Federal officer who had joined the Confederates, raked her
deck by an enfilading shot. ,While the Varuna replied to and
disabled this first adversary, another Confederate ram, the Stont:
wall Jackson, took her in flank, and struck her twice with the
beak, eausing an enormous leak. The Varona had barely time
to head for the shore, to bring up in the mud, and avoid sinking
in deep water with all her crew. In the mean time, the Oneida
came to her assistance; she compelled the two Confederate ships
to make also for the shore, and took the crew of the wrecked gun
boat on board.

The remainder of the fleet, which had arrived at this juncture,
was finishing the work of dispersing or destroying the light vessels
bearing the Confederate flag, when the Manassas was seen in the
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distance coming up the river to assist the latter. Farragut im
mediately ordered the sloo}H>f-war J'IiJJaissippi to go and attack
her. Before these two vessels were able to come in contact the
Jfan.assa8 had already received the fire of two or three gun-boats.
The Mis8iBBippi, with a full head of steam, came down upon her;
but as she was about being boarded the nimble Confedernte
eluded the blow and struek the side of the MiJJaiJJBippi, when,
recognizing the impossibility of continuing the contest, she steered
rapidly for the shore. The Federnls tried in vain to capture her
and set her afloat, but the fire of Fort St. Philip prevented them;
so they riddled her with shell, which set her on fire. The current
soon raised her and carried her off. Thus abandoned and en
veloped in smoke, the Manatl8U8 drifted slowly down the river,
and passing the forts she had not heen able to defend arrived at
last in front of Porter's flotilla, to which her appearnnce caused
at first considerable alarm. The Federnls, however, soon perceived
that this enemy, hitherto so much dreaded, was only an inanimate
body, and while they were preparing to board her she was seen
to go down with a hissing sound like that of burning coal fall
ing in the water, and sinking never to rise again.

The contest was ended for the moment. The inhabitants of
New Orleans, whose fate had just been decided, had reposed that
night in quiet and confiden~. They had soon become accustomed
to the bombardment, the distant echo of which sometimes reached
them, and they had easily persuaded themselves that the enemy
would never be able to pass the two forts. It was therefore with
feelings impossible to describe that they learned, on the morning
of the 24th, that the Federnl fleet had forced the passage, and
that nothing could prevent it from bringing its broadsides to
bear upon the very wharves of the capital. Although the more
distinct sound of cannon, indicating the approach of Farrngut,
confirmed this news, they could not yet credit·so great and so un
foreseen a disaster; but the most incredulous became ronvinced
when they saw the authorities themselves set fire to the dockyards
of the navy. The scene of confusion and desolation of which
this conflagrntion was the signal is nowhere better described than
in the work of the Confederate historian Pollard, who cannot be
suspeetro of exaggeration. Those who only the day before were
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earnestly at work to finish the JlFlMissippi and other vessels in
tended for the defence of the city, were now hastening to destroy
them; they set them on fire and pushed them violently into the
river, which swallowed them, together with munitions of all kinds.
The spirit of destruetion is contagious; the Llockauc-runners,
whieh had not been able to get out since the occupation of the
pas...,es by Farragut, but which nothing prevented from ascending
the river, were in their turn ruthlessly destroyed. Enormous
bales of cotton that these vcs.o;els were to take to Europe were
still pik'<1 up along the wharves; part of them were thrown into
the water, the rcst were soon consumed by fire. The people went

_abont in search of all the cotton that was in the warehow;e8 of the
city to de:;troy it likcwisc. In doing this they followed the pre
scriptions of the Confederate government, which, relying upon a
dearth of cotton as a means for compelling Europe to intervene
in its behalf, had particularly recommcnded to allow none of it to
fall into the hands of the enemy.

The rh'er was covered with burning fragment", which it carried
down to meet Farragut, as if to reveal to him sooner the extent
of his SUCL'CSS. III proportion as the day aclvanCL'<l the excitement
in the city incre.'U5cd; the atmosphere was filled with a thick
smoke, and the sound of the tocsin rung by every church-bell
mingled with the crackling of flames and the sound of explosions.
Pre:;ently the inhabitants of New Ol'leans pcrceived groups of
horsemen advancing along the Mississippi le\"Cc; they recognized
Geneml Lovell and a few officers, who, after having been pre-ent
at the nocturnal combat, had succeetled, not without difficulty, in
pa."-,,ing the enemy's flel't. They were immediately surrounded and
plied with questions. They related the circumstances of the bat
tle, the courage displayed by the gunners and seamen, and the
coml>lcte destruction of the fleet. But where was Farragut, and
what was to be done? Farragut was approaching, and any at
tempt to defend the city against him would be only to subject it
to all the horrors of a bombardment. Lovell had left a few
troops below to impede the progre.,,-'l of the Federals, and to serve
the twelve guns of the Chalmette batteries, erected on both sides
of the river to protect the ellclof;ure he had COBstructed. For a
moment he thought of attempting a desperate stroke by hoarding
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the Federal ships as soon as they should present themselves before
the city; but whl.'n he asked for a thommnd men willing tQ join
in this undertaking, scarcely one hundred responded to the appeal;
he had only three thousand men in all under his command. Con
sequently, giving up the idl.'a of continuing a useless struggle, he
concluded to evacuate the cityancl to retire with his little gar
rison to Camp Moore, situated one hundred kilometres in the in
terior, on the Jackson Railroad. This determination, for which he
was unjustly blamed, was wise as well as necessary; for if he had
attempted to defend New Orleans, he would not only have ex
posed that city to frightful ravages, but would ha\'e given Farra
gut an opportunity w achieve a much more decisive success; and
the Federal fleet would probably have taken advantage of such
success to seize the whole course of the Mi&'Jissippi. New Orlcans,
from it., position, was a perfect trap for troops who had tQ defend
it against an enemy having control of the river. North of the
city stretches the great Lake Pontchartrain, bordered by gardens
and villa.'!, which, at a place called Kenner, above the city, draws
80 ncar the Mississippi as to be only separated by a strip of land
one kilometre in width. This strip alone connect'! with the main
land the irregular peninsula which forms the left side of the delta,
and on which stands the city of New Orleans. Lake Pont.chllr
train, in fact, empties itself into Lake Borgne by means of two
deep channels, the Rigolets aud the bayou of Chef Menteur;
the rise in the wateri! had carried away all thc ohstacles that had
heen placed in these channels, the latter being only defended by
two insignificant works. It thus opened Lake Pontchartrain to
the small Federal gun-boats, enabling them to navigate there; all
retreat on this side, therefore, was impossible for the Confederates.
Elsewhere this same freshet, by raising the surfhee of the Mis
si;;sippi to a level with its levees, enabled the Federal vessels to
place their broadsides in front of the isthmus of Kenner, and
entirely to command its passage. If Lovcll had remained in
Xew Orleans, he would have been obliged to cnpitulate with all his
troops at the end of a few days. His sagacity and prudence saved
bim from thi., inevitable disaster, and his speedy retreat secured
the p08se:<sion of Vicksburg w the Confederates. As soon as he
h:id formed his decision he at once ordered all the materiel that
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could yet be saved to be conveyed out of the city; the railroad
was the only means of transportation left him, for, amid the
panic, the steamers, which might have been of assistance to him,
had either been burnt or taken away. His artillerists formed a
corps of expert gunners. As soon as the evacuation was com
pleted he sent them to Vicksburg with a brigade composetl of
his best troops. These were the men whom Farragut found in
that important position three weeks after, and who, by defenuing
it during a whole month, gave Van Darn time to come up and
protect it against his attacks.

Meanwhile, the news of the departure of the troops had heen
spread abroad even before Lovell had made his first di~positions

for retreat. This greatly increa<;ed the confusion. The entire
population wandered about the streets greatly excited; some
proposed to burn the city to prevent its falling into the hands of
the Federals. This proposition, however, was not adopted; but
under the pretext of depriving the enemy of the resources which
the rich warehouses of the city offered, thousands of va,.,crabonds
set to plunrlering them. Night soon came to favor their depre
dations-a fearful night for that unfortunate city, exposed alike
to the excesses of her own inhabitants and to the attacks of a vic
torious enemy.

The latter were, in fact, drawing every moment nearer. After
the last fight with the Confederate gun-boats, Bailey had as
cended the river with the Cayuga as far a<; the quarantine, and,
meetiug with the Chalmette regiment under Colonel Trymansky,
he had thrown a few shells into his eamp; the Confederate sol
diers, who had lost all their courage, eapitulated without making
the least resistance. The possession of the quarantine secured to
Farragut a direct communication with the sea through a bayou
of the Mississippi accessible to small boats. He immediately ad
vised Butler to avail himself of the opportunity, and to ascend
this bayou to land his troops above the forts, so as to invest them
completely. Then, leaving a few gun-boats to watch the enemy's
fihips which he had not been able to destroy, especially the I.nu
isiana, he had resumed his victorious march. On the 25th, to
ward cleven o'clock in the morning, he cleared an elbow in the
river from which is obtained the first glance of the great commer-
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cial city, which is spread out in the shape of a cr('SCCnt on the left
bank. Shortly afterward he engaged the Chalmctte batteries.

.A. few broadsides sufficed to silence them; and soon after, the
whole Federal fleet, sailing in a single column, cast anchor in
front of the city, each vessel taking position to cnfilade one of the
long and straight streets which run down to the river, traversing
the entire city. There was not a soldier in the town. Lovell,
however, had not yet left, having remained in person to hasten
the removal of the' 'TIl(J}£,.iel. When Captain Bailey demanded
the surrender of New Orleans, the' Confederate general trans
ferred all his powers to the mayor. The latter, knowing that
Farragut could land no troops, only thought of protracting ncgo
tiations in order to give Lovell time to complete the cvacuation;
and to this effeet he opened a correspondence with the Federal
commodore, the inflated style of which was in contrast with the
Eimplicity and moderation of Farragut's answers. This singular
state of things continued for five days ;--on one side a large de
fenceless city, on the other side, and in front of it, a formidable
Beet, possessing all the appliances for dcstroying it, but not the
means to occupy it. Farragut's humanity did not pcrmit him to
use his cannon to enforce his authority, and the mayor, sheltering
himself behind an unarmed population, took advantage of the con
queror's forbearance to defy him and keep the flag of the St;.\te of
Louisiana floating on the public buildings. He thus succeeded in
engrossing Farragut's attention so completely that this officer, or
dinarily so vigilaut, neglected to cut, at the isthmus of Kenner, the
communications between New Orlenns and the army; and Lovell,
established at Camp Moore, continued to hold intercourse with
the city, and even proposed to return if the inhabitants were will
ing to expose themselves to a bombardment, in order to rcsist the
invader. If~ however, he had succeeded in saving his materiel,
his small army was greatly reduced in numbers, for the volun
teers raised in ~ewOrleans refused to serve any longer under his
orders; and finding the road still open to them, they returned en
tna88e to their homes. The same spirit of insubordination broke
out not only in Forts Jackson and St. Philip, as we shall pres
ently show, but also in all the small garrisons of Western Lou
isiana, which had been ordered to the city by Lovell, and which,
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instead of obeying him, disbanded 9.'1 soon as the order was re
ceived. Such were the inevitable consequences of the doctrine
of secession; when carried to extremes, it reacted against the
cause which had at firgt profited hy it.

At last the news of the capitulation of the forts, which extin
guished the last hope of the Confederates and rendered Butler's
troops available, put an end to this strange state of affilin<. On
the morning of the 24th, as soon as Porter saw Farragut's fleet
above the forts, he summoned the latter to surrender, and on
their refusal to do so renewed the bombardment, directing his
fire e-pecially against the ship Louunana, which, as we have
stated, had not participated in the battle, and had thus escaped
Farragut's guns. During this time all the channels through
which the defenders of the forts might have tried to communi
cate with New Orleans were occupied by light wssels, while
Butler, landing his troops near the quarantine, inwsted them
completely. General Dunmn was, nevertheless, in hopes of be
ing able to resist a little while longer. If Fort Jaekson was in
ruins, St. Philip was still in a tolerably good condition. Only
four men had been wounded in the second fort and forty-two in
the first; among the latter, notwithstanding the eight thousand
bombshells which fell within the enclosure of the fort, only nine
wounds had proved mortal. This was at the rate of about one
thousand projediles for each man killed. But the defenders of
the two forts were exhausted, isolated, exposed to a bombardment
which threMcned to become murderous in the extreme, and dis
couraged, in short, by the prospect of an inevitable surrender.
The majority of them, being either Europeans or Americans from
the North, were strangers in the city they had been called upon
to defend, and to the cause in the service of which they had been
enlisted almost by force. During the contest they had bl'llvely
performed their duty; but from the moment that Farragut had
passe<l the forts, they were unwilling to sacrifice themselves use
1e..;;:;ly. Accordingly, on the 27th of April they assembled en.
'1nWl8C, procecde<l to spike their gunE', to throw the ammunition
into the watel', and they even fired upon the officers who endeav

-ored to bring them hack to their duty. A single company, com
posed of planters, remained faithful to the Confederate flag. The
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revolt which had broken out in Fort Ja0kson threatened to ex
tend to St. Philip. The soldiers were already exchanging sig
nals; and in spite of Duncan's efforts, the garrison of the first fort
prepared to abandon it. All rc:;istancc had become impossible.
The day following, the 28th, Duncan and Porter signed a capit
ulation, in which the latter was pleased to render homage to the
bravery and loyalty of his adversary. But the parleys came near
being interrupted by IUl act which was as brutal as it was unex
pe..--ted. The Confederate captain Mitchell, who had been blamed
by hi.;; comracles in the forts for his want of vigor in their de
fence, was independent of the milita~y authoritic.'!, and did not
consider himself as included in the capitulation. \Vhen Por
ter's flotilla drew near for the purpose of securing its consumma
tion, Mitchell took care to leave no flag floating on the Loumiana,
which was moored above St. Philip; but immediately after, L.'1.k
iug advantage of the moment when all the Federal vessels were
a.s...-embled at a short distance, he set fire to his own, and launched
it upon them as a fire-ship. Fortunately, the Loni~iana ex
pl()(led too soon, just off Fort St. Philip, nearly killing its com
mander. The explosion was tcrrific; and if it had taken place a
few minutes later, it would certainly have destroyed the ]larriet
Lme, on board of which Porter and Duncan had met to arrange
the details of the convention.

While General Phelps occupied the fort.", Butler, with the re
mainder of his troops, was proceeding toward New Orleans.
The way was henceforth clear, and there was nothing left to pre
Yent the victnalling of the fleet. Fort8 Pike and Vacomb, situ
ated at the entrance of Lake Pontchartrain, had been abandoned,
and the Confederate steamers which were on the lake were de
8troyed by their crews even before they had seen a single enemy.
The la.-;t defences of New Orleans werc therefore overthrown.

Al'COrdingly, on the 29th, Farragut, who had hitherto prudently
avoided everything which might bring on a collision with the
population, scnt at last a detachment of marines to hoist the Fed
eral Hag upon one of the public builllinl:,rs. But these marines
had scarcel)' retired when the flag, haulcd down by a lIlall named
)Iunford, was dragged through the streets and trampled nuder
foot. On the bt of :\Iay the Federal transport." reached the
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wharv6S. Farragut devolved upon Butler the task of occupying
and governing New Orleans, and a few hours after, the Federal
troops took possl'Ssion of that city.

Farragut had recovered his frecdom of action. He at once
anliled himself of it to ascend the river. Ncar Carrolton, ten
kilometres above New Orleans, there were, besides some works of
eonsidel'llble importance, a floating bar, ready to be strrtched, in
anticipation that Foote's flotilla would come down the ~Iississippi

as far as that point. It was, in fact, as we have remarked, the
attack from the north which the Confederates feared most, and
in view of which they had made espedal preparations.

On the 9th of May the Iroqnois made her appearance before
Baton Rouge. The political capital of Louisiana offered no resist
ance, and !l detachment of marines took pos.',ession of the arsenal.
On the 12th the same vessel appeared before Natchez, where she
met with no resistance. The fleet followed, securing these easy
conque:;ts. Whilst Porter was taking back to Ship Island his
mortars, which were suppose<] to be no longer needed on the ~Iis

sissippi, General Williams, with a few troops embarked on trans
ports, followed Farragut, and placed garrisons at all the places which
it was important to defend. The conqurst of the lower 1\Iissisgippi
was proceeding rapidly, and the Federals already flattered them
selves with the hope of reopening the navigation of the entire
river from St. Louis to New Orleans, not only to men-of-war,
but to the thousand merehaI\t-ves..,els which had ploughed its waters
before the war. They also believed that, once masters of one of
the regions lhieh formerly produced the greatest quantity of
cotton, they ,vould speedily cause the cultivation of this plant to
revive, and hy throwing open the mart where the entire world had
been accustomed to provide themselve." they would silence those
who, in Europe, made the ruin of the cotton trade a pretext for
their intervention in favor of the Confederate cause.

These illusions were soon dispelled. On the 18th of May the
batteries of Vicksburg stopped the Oneida; soon after, Farragut,
reaching the place with his whole fleet, and perceiving the several
tiers of gUllS which commanded the entire course of the river,
was obliged to acknowledge that it would be impossible for him
to overcome this new obstacle without a great effort. Even the



NEW OR LEA N-ro;;. 175

possession of ~ew Orleans, therefore, and a large portion of
Louisiana, of great importanL'e in a strategic point of view, wa.s
not followed hy the political and commercial results which the
victors had anticipated.

The Federals, who did not a.s yet dare to attack slavery, and
confined themselves to fighting the Confedemte government, re
spected all the institutions which existed before the rebellion, believ
ing that such a course would facilitate the return of their enemies
under the common flag; but they never succeeded in reviving the
cultivation of the large plantations which had constituted the
wealth of Louisiana, nor in restoring real activity to the cotton
trade of Xew Orleans. On the one hand, the bitter hostility of
the population was constantly arming guerilla'l, who soon became
common plunderers, embarrn.'3Sing, by their depredations, every
kind of trade and industry; ~m the other hand, although still
legally protected by the Federal government, slavery could no
longer exist by the side of the Union flag. The leaders of the
rebellion had taken good care to proclaim this fact, the planters
felt it, and the slaves themselves were beginning t6 perceive it.
That unpitying employment of the blacks, which alone had
formerly contributed to the large ,harvests of cotton, had become
impossible. :May we not see the decree of a higher justicc in the
concurrence of circumstances which prevented the Federals from
reviving this odious system of labor, the real cause of the war, and
led the men of the South to become themselves the most active
instruments of its suppression?

We left Butler making his entry into New Orrns, and we
wish we could leave him at once to resume the nat'rative of the
~mpaigns of the 'Vestern armies, interrupted since the battle of
Shiloh; but it is impossible for us to pass by altogether in silence
the proconsulate of the Massachusetts lawyer in the gn.'at city of
the South. His administration has never been impartially judged,
nor could it be. Political prejudice prepared in advance both
Brell.."ers and defenders, equally intolerant toward the delegate of
the Federal government. But the selection of the man to whom
this mi~ion wa.s confided greatly aggravated the difficulties of
the task. Amid .the stern necessities of war, such a choice is
eithl'1' an honor or an insult to the vanquished, according to the
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character and reputation of the individual. It is true that the
'Vashington government had not at that time any illustrious gen
eral whom it could send to govern the inhabitants of New Orleans,
but it would have been a thousand times better to have entrusted
the supreme authority in that great city to a true soldier, some
military man unconnected with politics, and inropable of lending
himself to intrigues and speculations, than to the former political
ally of Jefferson Davis, the lawyer in uniform, who made his ap
pearance on the levee of the Mississippi just as Farragut's fleet
was moving off in search of the enemy.

For a conquered, rebellious or hostile city, whichever it may be
called, New Orleans was at first treated with lenity; no war con
tribution was imposed upon it. The Federal troops, received on
their landing with hisses and shouts by an immense crowd, dis
played the greatest moderation; private property was everywhere
respected; moreover, the mnnicipal government which the city
possessed before being roptured was recognized and aecepted by
the victors. The mayor, :Mr. :Monr~, who had made no secret
of his profonnd devotion to the Confederate cause, continued to
be the official representative of the city, as he was when he or
ganized its defence in concert with Lovell. :Mr. Lineoln had
recommended to his generals to simply restore the supreme au
thority of the Union and the Federal laws, without meddling
with the internal affairs of cities and cOllnties otherwise than to
enforce respect filr those laws. It was hoped at first that this
programme, at once so wise and 80 difficult of application, wou1<l
succeed in ~w Orleans. After a few days of great excitement
this city haJiseen all the Federal troops encamped in its squares
take their departure; there only remained a sufficient guare! to
preserve public order, which, however, was never disturbed. The
municipal council had resumed the regular direction of city affairs.
A newspaper having refused to publish Butler's first proclama
tion, the latter merely sent a few printers by profession that hap
pened to be in the ranks of his army, who set up this official
document, and the journal, notwithstanding this refractory act,
was only suspended for one clay.

But it would have required a different man from Genel'lll But
ler, and a population less passionate in its demonstrations than
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th.'lt of Xew Orleans, to have permanently mollified those rela
tions, so painful on both sides, which the war had established be
tween the conqueror and the conquered. On being imprudently
provoked, the military authorities could not fail to abuse the ab
solute power they possessed, which offered them the most danger
0115 temptations. To the silly insults heaped upon his officers in
the 8treets of New Orleans, Butler repl ied by a special order which
was at once odious, aoourd and indiscreet. The Federal officers
would have looked upon Order No. 28 as a personal insult if
they had attributed to it the signification which created a just
indignation among their adversaries; the interpretation put upon
it by the latter was treated by the people of the Northern States
as pure calumny. But the \Vashington government, instead' of
weakening, would have increased its moral authority even among
its enemies, if it had fore;;talleu all controversy upon a subject
which admit" of no misinterpretation, by revoking the powers it
had entrlL"ted to a llJan so utterly ill(~pable of appreciating the
nllue of his own words.

This the government did not do; and the difficulties it en
countered in New Orleans increased from day to day. How
could this population, radically hostile, have been prevented from
forwarding encouragement" of every kind to the Confederate ar
mies, with valuable information regarding the military prepara
tions which were carried on under its own eyes? The utmost
vigilance was required, but violence was a useless weakness. The
mayor was dep05C(]; this was unavoidable. He was imprisoned,
3,." well a., one of the most prominent citizens, Mr. Pierre Soulc.
It i~ possible that, after ha"ing accepted the re-eRtablishment of
the Federal authority as a fact, these zealous servants of the Con
federacy may have culpably played a double game; the laws of
war authori7..ed their banishment, but their imprisonment has
never been justified.

But Butler went still farther; he had the gloomy courage to
erect for one particular ocrosion the political scaffold, that fatal
aliment of ciyil discords. The death of Munford is the only
stain on the brightest page, perhaps, ill the history of the United
States-the one on which it is written that neitller after victory,
oor even durin~ the course of this terrible war, while the citizens

VOL. H.-12
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were giving their lives by thousands in defence of the Union, has
any other political crime, to use the technical expression, been ex
piated by the blood of the guilty. Munford was the same man
who, pn the 27th of April, hauled down the Federal flag hoisted
by some sai~ors of the Pensacola over the Mint, before New Or
leans had been regularly occupied. It was a senseless act, for it
might have drawn the whole fire of the Federal squadron upon
an innocent city; and if one of Farragut's sailors had seen Mun
ford drag the national flag through the mud, he would have dODe
right to shoot him on the spot. It was, however, an act of hos
tility, aDd not of treason. He had noli, therefore, been at first
arrested for this deed; but as he had become the leader of the
moSt turbulent portion of the rabble, and the instigator of all the
outrages committed against the Federals, he was prosecuted at the
end of six weeks for this offence. Having been tried and found
guilty by a military tribunal, he was hanged on the 7th of June,
and thus became a martyr in the eyes of all partisans of the
South.

To the persistent hostility of the inhabitanta of New Orleans,
the Federals replied by treating that town more and more as a
conquered city; the despotic authority of the provost-marshal
weighed most heavily upon the people. A large number of prop
erty-owners being in the Confederate service, their houses were
seized; those who, without leaving the city, made'themselves con
spicuous by their sympathies for the cause of the South, were
subjected to all sorts of vexations. Speculation was soon brought
into play to render these unfortunate measures still more odious;
the laws of confiscation, to which we shall refer ~oain, were al)
plied in a manner unexampled in the history of this war. The
property seized was sold at a nominal price to adventurers who
were protected by the general-in-chief. It is even asserted that
his own brother was the principal agent of all the shameful trans
actions which, at that time, usurped the place of legitimate com
merce. This commerce, in fact, from the time that the supply of
cotton collected in the city previous to ita occupation was exhausted,
was narrowed down to supplying food to the inhabitants, who
could find nothing within the contracted space which the war had
left them to enjoy, not even the provisions necessary for, their
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daily consumption" and the result was that there were absolutely
no exports. Hell(~ a vast deal of distr~, which the financial
crisis still further increased; the loans contracted by the govern
ments of Richmond and Louisiana since the secession could not
be recognized by the Federals, and the bonds which represented
them soon became almost valueless. Necessity, however, did not
allow Butler to include in his proscription the Confederate paper
money, which was the only circulating medium at that time; and
by an anomaly as strange as it was unavoidable, this symbol of
the rebellion was for a long time tolerated and received in the
Federal coffers.

Butler was not wholly responsible for these misfortunes, and we
mlli't add, in justice to him, after having enumerated his arbitrary
acts, that during his administration he exhibited, in some respects,
not only energy, but considerable intelligence. The quiet of the
city was never disturbed, while the sanitary regulations were
carried into effect with a degree of method before unknown in
that great city. Unemployed negroes were set to work, at the ex
pense of the Federal government, in cleaning sinks and in drain
ing the swamps nearest to the city, so that·, to the great astonish
ment of the inhabitant~, who expected their old enemy, the yellow
fever, to pay them a visit in summer and ravage the Federal gar
rison, this terrible scourge did not appear, and, as a sort of com
pensation for other evils, spared New Orleans during the whole
period of the war.



CHAPTER II.

MEl/PHIS.

WE have seen how the valor of Farragut and his sailors had
secured to the Federals the possession of the mouth of the

Mississippi, with a new base of operations in the valley of the great
river. The Unionists had thus taken an important step toward the
conquest of this large artery, which cut in two the slave territo
ries. The next stage in their rnreer lay along the upper course of
the river. In fact, until the freedom of the Mississippi was
definitively secured to the Union, its opening was to be the princi
pal object of all the land and naval campaigns which followed suc
cessively in the West, with varied results, during the next fifteen
months.

We left both Fedemls and Confederates the day after the battle
of Shiloh. Beauregard had taken his troops back to Corinth,
leaving Grant on the field of battle near Pittsburg Landing. On
both sides it was necessary to repair their losses, and both were
hastening to concentrate all the available' forces upon these two
points, around which were to be decided the possession of the Mis
sissippi, and perhaps the entire fate of the war.

Immediately on his return to Corinth, from the 10th to the
12th of April, Beauregard had received the considerable rein
forcements for which Johnston would not wait when he fought
the battle in which he lost his life. Sterling Price and Van Dom.
leaving the Arkansas and crossing the Mississippi at Helena,
brought him the army that had fought at Pea Ridge. Then. hi~

opponents having given him a long respite, all the administrative
resources of the Confederate government were brought into action
to strengthen his army with new recruits. The States of Alabarmi.
Mississippi and Louisiana ha\·ing been invaded, their militia were
ordered to take the field, and were despatched to Corinth: it is
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true that these soldiers added rather to the numbers than to the
strength of B()auregard's army. Finally, toward the 2d or 3d
of May, the latter was joined by Lovell, with the greater portion
of the garrison of New Orleans; this general atoned for the
humiliation of his recent defeat by the promptness with which he
joined the Confederate army of the West.

The paramount duty of this army, since it had lost Kentucky
and the Iar6rer portion of Tennessee, was to retain possession of
the two great arteries which meet at right angles at Memphis, and
\',-hich were of the greatest importance to the Southern States:
viz., the course of the Mississippi as far as Vicksburg, and that
lle('tion of the Charleston Railroad which extends to Chattanooga.
Fortunately for them, of the two lines the river way was at once
the principal and the easier to defend.

If the railway alone was lost, there was nothing to prevent the
substitution of the Vicksburg, Mobile and Montgomery branches
for the direct line. It was necessary to be prepared for this; for
from Corinth to Chattanooga this dircct line, nearly parallel to
the course of the Tennessee, and running alternately on one or
the other side of the river, described a large are, the flank of
which was constantly exposed to the enemy. This line might
po;sibly have been protected by occupying the flank of the Ten
nessee in force, at Eastport for instance, where it begins to follow
the course of the river; the navil;,ration of the Tennessee, the only
way by which the Federals could reach the railroad, would thus
have l>een closed against the enemy's gun-boats. But, on the one
hand, the remembrance of Donelson inspired the Confederates
with an exaggerated fear of these gun-boats, and caused them to
neglect almost entirely the defence of their rivers; on the other
hand, in order thus to cover their right, they would have been
obliged to expose their left, rendering it practicable for their ad
versaries, who occupied impregnable positions at Pittsburg Land
ing, to come out and seize the grand junction, invest Memphis,
and thus cut the railroad in a still more vital part. Corinth was
the only point from which all the movements of the Federal army
could be equally observed, whether it ascended the Tennessee or
attempted to strike a blow at Memphis.

Besides, the occupation of the railroad by the enemy did not con-
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stitute a serious danger for the Confederates, because, east of Cor
inth, no railway line runs southward. There is at that place, as we
have shown in a previous chapter, a zone, alike destitute of rail
roads and navigable rivers, which, extending from Corinth to Chat
tanooga, effectually covered the Confederacy between these two
extreme points. It was upon one 01' other of these points that
the Federals, masters of the Tennessee, were to direct their efforts,
and the necessity of first conquering the valley of the Mississippi
rendered it necessary for them to begin by a campaign against
Corinth. The defence of this position was easy. The zone, which
was impassable to the armies, protected it sufficiently to the east,
and it communicated directly with the south by the Mobile Rail
way, without depending upon that of Chattanooga. Westward,
below Memphis, the Mississippi presented much greater diffi
culties to an attack by the Federals. In fact, it will be remem
bered that their successes in Kentucky and Tennessee had been
due to the facilities which three parallel rivers offered to invasion.
By ascending the Tennessee, Grant had succeeded in taking Fort
Donelson in the rear, and the fall of the defences of the Cumber
land and Tennessee had led to that of all the works erected on
the Mississippi. But below Memphis the Federals could no
longer turn the works erected on the great river, and place them
between two fires. It was therefore necessary to approach them
in front, and boldly brave the batteries erected on both banks,
without being able to occupy both with a sufficient force.

One month had elapsed since the battle of Shiloh, and Beaure
gard had employed this time in forming around Corinth a vast
entrenched camp capable of sustaining a regular siege. The few
houses composing this modest village near the intersection of the
two great lines from Memphis to Charleston, and from Mohile to
the Ohio, are situated on a piece of low, clayey and humid
ground. But at a di~tance of a few hundred metres east and
north the ground rises,- forming a marked undulation. Be)"ond
this undulation there are two streams running parallel, which
finally form a junction under the name of Philips Creek. Sur
rounded by almost impassable swamps, they cover Corinth to the
east and south, and empty at the south-west into the Tuscumbia
River, one of the tributaries of the Tombigbee. Northward, an
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immense clearing separates the strip of land we have mentioned
from College Hill, whieh commands the whole surrounding coun
try. Some heights similar to those which separate Philips Creek
from Corinth line the opposite bank; on the highest of these, due
east of the junction, stands the hamlet of Farmington. It was
npon the hill nearest to Corinth that Beauregard had constructed
his principal line of defence. An almost continuous brcastwork
of earth and wood, following all the depressions in the ground
through the forest, and fortified by abatis, formed a connection
between several large redoubts commanding the prominent points,
and the different roads which terminate at Corinth. Thc north
ern clearing had been considerably enlarged. The approaches to
the entrenched camp were covered by the positions of College
Hill and Farmingt{)n, where Beauregard had placed advanet..>d
works. The whole country around Corinth, which lies almost
on the water-shed between the waters of the Tennessee and those
of the Gulf of Mexico, was intersected by marshes covered with
wooc:ls, and only traversed by narrow roads easily broken up; the
task im~ upon the Federals, therefore, was a difficult one.
Consequently, the Confederates were full of confidcllcP, and the
pompous proclamations addressed to them by Beauregard entirely
hannonized with their sentiments. The various troops placed
under his command had preservel1 their former organization.
The army of the Mississippi, consisting of the corps of Bragg,
Polk, Hardee, and Breckenridge's reserve, wa,<; commanded by
the first-mentioned of these generals; Van Dorn had command of
the trans-Mississippi army. Thanks to the recruits and the
militia incorporated into these corps, their total effective forcc
amounted t{) sixty-five thousand men.

The battle of Shiloh had impressed Halleck with the necessity
of concentrating all his forces for the purpose of attacking the
army of Beauregard. His presence on the theatre of operations,
already rendered necessary by the independent positions of Grant
and Buell, was henceforth indispensable. He left St. Louis for
Pittsburg Landing on the 9th of April. Before his arrival,
Grant had taken the first step in the direction which his superior
was about to follow, and hl1d sent Sherman, whose military tal
ents were revea]e<l in the smallest details, as well as on the most
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important occasions, to cut the Chattanooga Railroad ea..,t of
Corinth. Ascending the Tennessee with the gun-boats liS far as
Eastport, Sherman proceeded thence in the direction of the rail
road and destroyed the Big Bcar Creek bridge cast of Iuka. The
Confedemtes thus lost, never to rC<.'Over it, this important line of
communic~ltion. The junction of Van Dorn and Beanregard,
however, caused a similar mO\'ement on the part of the FccJernl
troop.", which until then had been operating on the right bank
of the Mississippi, While Curtis was advancing in Arkansas,
which was stripped of all resources, Pope was ordered to bring to
Corinth the troops which had been operating llbrainst Island No. 10.

It will be rcnwmbered that this fortified island had capitulated
with its garrison on the 8th of April, just as Beauregard was
bringing back hi,; army from Shiloh to Corinth. Immediately
after, Pope made haste to descend the Mississippi, in order to take
advantage of his success to occupy the course of the river as far as
practicable. On the 14th of April, his arm)' embarked on trans
ports, and, Co"corted by the gun-boats, arrived before Fort Pillow; he
had thus g-ainoo one hundred and fifty kilometres· in a direct line,
and nearly two hundred and fifty, following the windings of the
Mississippi. Fort Pillow, which acquired such a fatal notoriety
by the massacre of its negro brarrison in 1864, was situated on the
left bank, only a few kilometres above Memphis, covering both
that important city and the left wing of the Confederates. Built
on a high bluff, it presenwd a favorable position for stopping
the Fedeml gun-boats. The latter tried in vain to bombard
it. Pope landed his troops to invest the place; but as the
operation threatened to be long protracted, Halleck ordered him
to rejoin him. Leaving two regiments to assist the fleet, in pro
teeting that portion of the river which was already conquered,
against any possible offensive reaction on the part of the enemy,
he embarked his army on the transports, ascended in turn the
MiHsi,.;...;ippi, the Ohio and the Tennessee, and finally disembarked
at Pittsbnrg Landing on the 21st of April.

There was but one division of the army of the Ohio, com
manded by :Mitchell, which had not taken part in this concentra
tion. The task assigned tD it was to C9ver Halleck's extreme left,
and to take advantage of the assembling of the enem/s forces at
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Corinth to penetrate as far as possible into the Ysst region watered
by the Tennessee, from its source to the vicinity of Eastport,
which the ConfederaWs, at that time, had left entirely unprotected.
Mitchell was to continue the destruction of the track of the Mem
phis and Charleston Railroad wherever he found it impossible to
hold it, and to occupy that portion of the line which follows the
right bank of the Tennessee, at a certain distance from the river,
between the bridges of Stevenson and Decatur. Leaving the
capital of Tennessee at the same time as the remainder of the
army of the Ohio, but bearing to the south-east, he reached Mur
freesborough, where he remained until the 4th of April, to reopen
the first section of the railroad from Nashville to Chattanooga,
which the Confederates had entirely destroyed. The next stage
was at Shelbyville, and the trains leaving Nashville were soon
enabled to bring his supplies as far as that place. Then, leaving
his d~pOts at this point, he set out on the 7th of April by forced
marches, crossed over to Fayetteville on the 8th, and notwithstand
ing the entire absence of good roads, he arrived on the 11th at
Hunt-wille, a station of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad,
east of Decatur. The surprise of the ConfederylWs was complete.
Mitchell captured their d~pOts, several trains of cars, with one
hundred and fifty soldiers, and seventeen locomotives; and, what
was of still greater importance, he did not allow them time to de-
stroy the track. .

Without losing a single instant-for to gather the fruits of
this surprise every moment was precious-he despatched trains of
cars loaded with soldiers east and west, which deposited detach
ments near the bridges, stations and all the points which it was
essential to defend. A coIL"iderable quantity of maMriel was
gathered on the road, and before the close of the day this small
division had conquered, without firing a shot, one hundred and
sixty kilometres of railway between Stevenson and Tuscumbia.
This section of the road was henceforth protected against all
attacks from guerillas; even the great bridge across the Tennes
sec had been saved. By thus extending to the west, Mitchell had
nearly reached that portion of the same line which Sherman had
destroyed a few days before. On the east, his advanced posts,
after having taken possession of the junction of the Memphis and
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Nashville Railroad at Stevenson, and having seized fh'e engines,
had pushed as far as the borders of the Tennessee and the envi
rons of Chattanooga. But he was indebted for these easy con-

. quests to the extreme confusion into which the Confederate army
bad been thrown by the battle of Shiloh, and they were too ex
tended to admit of his defending them for any length of time.
In fact, Beauregard had srnrcely re-entered Corinth when he has
tened to send detachments of cavalry to dispute the possession of
the railroad, and Halleck, finding himself unable to reinforce him,
was obliged to abandon the whole railway line situated on the left
bank of the Tennessee. On the 24th of April, he evacuated Tus
cumbia and Decatur, and on the 26th burnt the bridge situated
near the latter town. Protected on this side by the waters of the
river, he placed a strong garrison in Huntsville, and proceeded to
the north-east with his forces to seize Chattanooga, which was al
ready considered a position of great importance; he intended at
the same time to protect his communications, which were maintain
ed by the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, and which parties of
the enemy were menacing between Shelbyville and Stevenson, a
point where this lineconnects with that of the Memphis and Charles
ton. On the 30th of April, he took pos..'Icssion at Bridgeport) near
Stevenson, of the bridge, through wh ich the two tracb, now consoli
dated into one, croSs over to the left side of the TennesEee. It was an
excellent position for beginning an offensive campaign, and a few
reinforcements, detached from the grand army which was then at
Pittsburg Landing, might probably have enabled him to strike
some decisive blows. At the head of the cavalry, which Halleck
kept inactive before Corinth, he could havec~ the Tennessee
at Gunter's Landing, the southernmost point of its course, and
reached Gadsden, a magazine of considerable importance, situated
on the banks of the Coosa, a large river which flows into the
Gulf of Mexico, only sixty-five kilometres from that place. He
might even have pushed one hundred and thirty kilometres be
yond that point, so as to reach Rome, where was one of the
principal cannon-foundries of the Confederacy i a few kilometres
farther on, he would have reached the great artery of the Chatta
nooga and Atlanta Railroad, which he could have rendered un
serviceable for a long time. But Mitchell, deprived of all reinforce-



MEMPHIS. 187

ment8, was obliged to confine himself to the task of defending a
portion of the country he had conquered with so much daring and
good fortune; this task occupied him during the entire Riege of
Corinth, and subjected his troops to great fatigue, being obliged as
they were to range themselves along a line too much extended
for their numbel"8. On the 13th of May, General Negleyoccu
pied Rodgersville on the right, OIi the Huntsville and Florence
rood; in the early part of June, he was sent to the extreme left,
to menace Chattanooga and give chase to parties of Confederate
~valry, whose incursions were multiplying on that side.

Among the expeditions undertaken by Mitchell's soldiers at
this period, we must mention one which, dE'Spite its tragic hlrmina
tion, shows what a small band of daring men could attempt in
America; it will give the reader an idea of the peculiar kina of
warfare which served as an interlude to the regular campaigns of
I&rge armies. An individual named Andrews, employed in the
secret service of Buell, and twenty-two soldiers selected by him,
went to Chattanooga, under different disguises, and thence to Mari
etta in Georgia, which had been assigned them as a place of rendez
vous, and which was situated in the very centre of the enemy's
oountry. Once assembled, they got on board a train of mrs
loaded with Confederate troop!'! and ammunition. During the
trip this train stopped, as usual, near a lonely tavern, close to the
track; everybody got out, and both engineer and fireman went
quietly to breakfast. Andrews took advantage of their absence
to jump upon the locomotive, which was detached by his men,
with three cars, from the rest of the train; they started off at
full speed, leaving their fellow-travellers in a state of stupefaction.
At the stations where they stopped they quietly answered that
they were earrying powder to Beauregard's army. Presently they
began the work of destruction which they had projected; they
cut the telegraphic wires, tore up the rails behind them, and pro
lfflled to fire the bridges which they reached on their way to
Chattanooga. They hoped to arrive at that city before the news of
their expedition had been spread abroad, to pass rapidly through
it and join Mitchell at Huntsville. But it was necessary to avoid
the tl"Jins running in the opposite direction. One of these trains,
which they had just passed on the way, after exchanging the
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most satisfactory pxplanations, reached an embankment where
Andrews had torn up the rails, and made every preparation to
throw the cars off the track. The conductor discovered the trap
in time, and backed his engine instantly, in order to overtake those
who laid it. At his approach the Federals made off in great
haste, throwing out of the cars everything that could embalTlllt!
their flight. They at first got alittle ahead, and the few occupants
of log huts lying contiguou,'l to the railway track looked on with
out understanding this strange pursuit. But being short of fuel,
they soon began to lose ground; they could not stop long enough
to tear up the rails; they tried in vain to keep up the fire of their
engine; they were about to be overtaken; their oil had given out;
the axle-boxes were melted by the friction. The game was lost;
they stopped the engines and rushed into the woods, where they
hoped to conceal themselves. Meanwhile, the telegraph had every
where announced their presence, and the entire population started in
pursuit. A regular hunt was organized in these vast forests, and
Andrews Wll.'l captured with all his men. The majority of them
were shut up in narrow iron cages and publicly exhibited at Knox
ville, to intimidate the Union men, after which fifteen of them
were hung; the remaining eight were spared, and had the good
fortune to survive and relate their strange adventures.

The arrival of Pope had increased the forces assembled at that
place under Halleck to ninety thousand effective men.* They were
divided into three large corps. Grant's old army, called the army of
the Tennessee, composed of the diviRions of Hurlbut, Sherman,
Smith and Davis, was under the orders of General Thomas, who at
the beginning of the war had distinguished himself at Mill Springs.
Buell commanded the army of the Ohio, which he had so oppor
tunely led to the battle-field of Shiloh, comprising the divisions
of McCook, Wood, Nelson and Crittenden. The army of the
Mississippi, which Pope had brought from Missouri, and to which
Curtis had contributed some reinforcements from Arkansas, con
sisted of the five small divisions of Stanley, Hamilton, Palmer,
Paine and Plummer; a distinguished officer, General Granger,
commanded its cavalry. The reserve was composed of the divis-

*Badl'Bn gives him one hundred and twenty thousand men, but it is prob
able that this figure includet< non-combatantll.
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ions of 'Vallace and l\fcClernand, and was under command of the
l1uter. Grant had been deprived of all effective dit'cctions by
having been appointed second in command of the whole army.
Whether Halleck donbted his capacity, or was desirous in the
e\""ent of a reverse to shift a portion of the responsibility upon this
modest and hard-working man, he had placed Grant in a position
which was equally odd and false; retaining nominally a certain
authority over his old lieutenants, invested with the title of com
mander of the military district of Tennessee, he was, in reality,
reduct.'C.1 by the jealousy of his chief to the position of bureau
clerk, making summaries of reports and signing leaves of absence
for sick soldiers.

On the 1st of May, three weeks after the battle of Shiloh, Hal
leck started at last with this large army to go in quest of Beaure
gard at Corinth. The day before, Wallace's division, which had
been d£'8patehed in a north-westerly direction, had cut the line
of the Mobile and Ohio Railway at Purdy. It had thus isolated
(,{)rinth from the peninsula comprised between the Tennessee and
the Mississippi, in which the Confederates, although no regular
troops were stationed there, kept up numerous relations, and
'Whence they could derive considerable resources.

On the 1st of May the town of Monterey was occupied by the
Federals, and Beauregard, having been apprised of the faet, was
preparing to receive them. This time he waited for them inside
his works, and did not even make any serious effort to defend
the approaches. If the Confederate army was th'en more numer
oos than it had been at Shiloh, everybody felt that the fiery spirit
of Sidney Johnston was no longer there to inspire them. The
methodical mind of the oflk-er of engineers had succeeded the
commander of the Utah expedition and chief of Texan partisans.

Indeed, from the first, Beauregard allowed Halleck to seize the
important position of Farmington almost without a shot. It was
()('Cupied by ::\Iarmaduke, with a force of ahout four thousand five
hundred men. 'Vhether it \Va."! that he had not expected the
enemy 80 soon, or that he did not attach great importance to this
position, the Confederate general had failed to reinforce his lieu
tenant, and the latter had rctircl1 on the 3d of May, after an in
5ignificant defence. :\LL4er of Farmington, where he stationed a
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brigade, Pope, who formed the advance of the Union forces, was
enabled to cut the railroad track east of Corinth. He had planted
himself in the rear of this place, while the rest of the army, de
ploying on his right, took p08ition in front of Beauregard, along
Philips Creek. In the centre, Buell had arrived by two roads,
while Grant, on the right wing, had led the three columns com
posed of his old troops, then commanded by Thomas and Me
Clernand. If this movement had been executed with promptness,
if at least a portion of this numerous army had taken advan
tage of the weak defence of Farmington to enclose the Confeder
ates within their lines, and turn the ravine of Philips Creek on
the right, much precious time would have been gained, and
Beauregard would have had only the choice Letween an unequal
combat and an immediate retreat. He was left at liberty to re
sume the offensive, and on the 9th of May he availed himself of
this advantage to attempt. a dash ~auinst Farmington. A portion
of Van Dorn's army had the day before drawn near the Federal
advanced posts in crossing Philips Creek; it was to attack them
in front, whilst Price, extending more to the right, should endeav
or to surround the small garrison of Farmington. The latter,
placed under the orders of General Palmer, was composed of
Payne's brigade, a regiment of cavalry and a battery of artillery.
Van Dorn commenced the attack at nine o'clock in the morning,
with ten or twelve regiments and five batteries.* Palmer made
the best resistance he could; but Halleck having gi"cn positive
orders not to bring on a general engagement, Pope did not dare
to assist him, but remained a mere spectator of his efforts. After
a fight of five hours, the Federals were obliged to fall back upon
the positions where their comrades were awaiting them, indig
nant at the inaction imposed upon them. They had sustained
considerable losses in this fruitless encounter, which the cavalry
had vainly endeavored to repair by an unfortunate charge. But
Price, on his side, had failed to appear at the rendezvous; and

*The Fedt'rals _rt that he had twenty thousand men; the Confederates say
two thousand; but the record of 1088e8 proves that there were men killed be
longing to ten regiments and five batteries, which makes a total of from five to
six thoullRnd men engaged: the forces put in motion both by Van Dom and
Price may well have reached the figure of twenty thousand men.
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when he did arrive to take the Federals in flank, and thus to
surround them, they had disappeared, and he found Vau Dorn
already in possession of Farmington.

The next day this position was abandoned by the Confederates,
as they did not think it possible to hold it. This was proof posi
ti,,-e either that its defenders should have been reinforced, so as to
bold it at all ha7.ards, or that it should have been abandoned
without a struggle; but the remembrance of the terrible surprise
of Shiloh prevented the Federal generol from profiting by the
lesson given by the recent campaign of McClellan in Virginia;
so that, fur fear of running some risk, he was preparing for him
~lf a disappointment similar to that which followed the evacua
tion of Yorktown. He had determined only to advance his
divisions step by step, behind fortifications and breastworks, the
zigzag of which was slowly devcloped through the density of the
forest. In thi.~ way he expected to manreuvre against his oppo
nent without exposing himself in the least, and to compel Beau
n>gard. while besieging him, to come out and attack him in his
own entrenchment~. This was to give his adversary odds in the
game, and to allow him great freedom -of action. Gront urged
Halleck in vain to cross Philips Creek at the extreme right of his
line, where there was no enemy in his front, in order to carry the
works situated between the Ohio Railroad and that stream; an
opening made at that point would have permitted him to tllrn all
the rest of the Confederate line. But the advice of the conqueror
of Donelson was not listened to. Fortunately for the Federals,
the advanced positions of Thomas' army on the right were en
trusted to Sherman. Although the combats, the marches and
"ickness had reduced his division to two thousand men present
for duty, this enterprising general was only waiting for an oppor
tunit}· to shut up the enemy in his entrenchments, and to break
by any kind of succe;s the monotony of the labors imposed upon
his I!Oldiers.

This opportunity presented itself, or rather was created by him,
on the 17th of May. Hitherto the Federals had remained on the
left bank of Bridge Creek, a stream flowing eastward, parallel to
Philips Creek, into which it empties below Corinth. These
streams are separated by a strong undulation in the ground,
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which is itself divided into several hillocks (nllLmelmuJ.) Upon
one of these the forest was cleared, and at a distance of two thou
sand metres above the works of Corinth, anll three thousand from
the Federal parallels, stood a farm containing several buildings
known as Russell's House. A road coming from the positions
occnpied by Thomas' centre crossed Bridge Creek; seven hundred
and fifty metres farther it reached the hillock, and two hundred
and eighty metre., beyond Russell's House it finally merged into
another road coming from the north. A Confederate brigade
occupied Rus..,ell's House, its pickets being posted along the right
bank of Bridge Creek. Sherman determined to seize this posi
tion. 1\1. L. Smith's brigade and a battery were orclered to attack
it in front by the central road, while General Denver, with two
regiments and a battery, was to turn the enemy's left by the other
road. Two other regiments were detailed from Hurlbut's di
vision to support this movement on Sherman's left.

These several det.'lchment'3 were put in motion on the 17th at
three o'doek in the afternoon. Driving the enemy's pickets be
fore him, Smith reached the hillock on which stoOlI Russcll's
House, where he met with a vigorous resistanc'C. His four guns
were at last dragged over the slopes of the hill, and the farm W~<;

riddled by their shot; thus attacked and menaced on their left~

the Confederates retired, leaving twelve dearl OIl the ground.
Denver and Smith met at the cross-roads, where they st.'ltioned
their pickets. This enga.,<rement was the counterpart of that at
Farmington; bnt the Federals did not entirely abandon the im
portant position they had conquered, as the Confederates had
done. As Halleck's instructions did not allow the whole line to
be advanced to draw near this position, Sherman only left un
advanced post at the farm, and placed two regiments in the im
provised entrenchments at the e.'lStern extremity of the clearing.

Be.'lureg-ard, however, had no iclca of offering the battle for
whieh the Federals were still preparing; his objeet was tI> protract
the campaign, and to delay as long as possible the moment when
the loss of Corinth, now of little import.'lnee in it.'Jplf, would in
volv~ the fall of Memphis, which might prove fatal to his cause.
An unfore:>cen chance, or the news of the defeat of McClellan in
the east, multI alone have enabled him to mmmc the offensive.
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His soldiers were suffering greatly for want of water and its bad
quality, notwithstanding the artesian wells he had bored; and,
according to his own reports, their number was reduced to forty
!!even thousand present for duty. Consequently, whil!) actively
snd ostensibly busy in multiplying his works, he was preparing
beforehand to evacuate them. On the 9th of May, his generals
received instructions to this effect. The slow movements of nhe
Federals enabled him to postpone this operation for some days;
finally, on the 26th of May, he gave the necessary orders for the
eYaCnation.*

Two lines of railway were in the hands of BCll.uregnrd, that
of ~Iemphis at the west, and the Meridian line at the south. By
f:llling back upon the first, he covered the important town which
was the terminus of this line; but it would have been impossible
for him to defend it for any length of time, for Halleck, being
master of the Mississippi, had the means of speedily concentrat
ing around this place larger forces than he had before Corinth.
By this westward movement, Beauregard, moreover, exposed him
self to the lOAA of his communi('.ations with the armies which
defended the rest of the Confederacy, from Chattanooga to Rich
mond. He determined, therefore, to penetrate into the interior,
far from all water communieation, by following the Mcridian and
Mobile Railway due south. The town of Baldwin, situated on
this line, and that of Greentown, which is near it, were designated
as points of concentration to the several corps commanders.

On the 26th, the Confederates began to remove the mattriel,
the heavy guns, the dGp(}ts of provisions and ammunition, the
baggage, and even the implements for boring artesian wells.
~linute instructions were given to deceive the vigilance of the
Federals. The outposts increased their activity; every time that
a train arrived to carry away the maUriel, the troops replied to the
whistle of the locomotive with vociferous shout.", to induce the
belief that the train had brought large reinforcements.

The Federals had some suspicion of these preparations; but

• In his official report, aftl'r enumerating the very legitimate causes which
decided him to adopt this step, Beauregard adds another reason which is some
what singnlar; it is that the l'nemy had twice refused the battlt: he had offered
him outaide of his entrenchml'nts.

VOL. 11.-13



194 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

instead of pressing Beauregard, so as to compel him to confine
himself to the defence of his entrenchments, or to turn his evacu
ation into a rout, Halleck limited himself to insignificant demon
~trations. Like McClellan in Virginia, he would undertake
nothing without the support of his siege artillery, and, a." before
Yorktown, the latter wa." ready to open fire on the very day when
no one remained to reply to them.

On the evening of the 27th, he ordered Sherman to seize a
house occupied by the enemy on the road from Russell's House
and Corinth, and situated on the summit of a gentle arelivity, at
the southern extremity of a large clearing.' This clearing was
hounded on the south by the crest of a hill covered with bnlSh
wood. on the east by woods of less density; on the west it
stretched down to the marshy and impenetrable thickets of Phil
ips Creek. For the last ten days the Federals had occupied the
northern edge of this clearing. The atmck was to be made in
front by one of Sherman's brigadC3, that of Denver, while an
other, undcr M. L. Smith, was to turn the enemy's position through
the WOO(1-> on the ea."t side-that is to say, on the left; the third
remained 'to guard the camps. Two other brigades were placed
undcr Shcrman's command; 'Hurlbut despatched that of V catch
to support Smith's movement on the left, while McClernand, who
was encamped in rcar to the north, detached Logan's brigade from
Judah's division. The latter followed the line of the Mobile and
Ohio Railroad; then, turning to the left and crossing Philips
Creek near its sour<~, it proceeded to take position on the right
of Denver. On the morning of the 28th, after a brief cannon
ade, Denver and Veatch dislodged the Confederate brigarle posted
around the house, without much damage to either of the combat
ant'!. Sherman advanced the whole of his line, extending his
extreme right as far as the Ohio Railroad, which easily over
came the resistance of the enemy. Shortly after, the Confed
erates attempted to resume the offensive along the whole line; but
they were easily repulsed, and Sherman immediately entrenched
himself in his new positions. Meanwhile, Pope, who occupied
the extreme left, was advancing on his side, driving the Confed
erate sharp;;hooters before him to within a kilometre of their
works. At the same time, he tried to cut the principal artery
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through which Beauregard's army recehred its supplies, the south
ern branch of the Mobile and Ohio Railway; on the evening of
the 27th, Colonel Elliot, who was entrusted with this duty, started
with nine hundred horse,* and making a large circuit reached the
village of Iuka on the 28th, where he bi'\"ouacked. Bearing to
the right, he strnck the Mobile and Ohio Railway near Boone
ville on the night of the 29th, and waited in the woods for day-

. light. On the 30th, at two o'clock in the morning, learning that
the town of Baldwin was fortified and well defended, he fell back
upon Booneville, of which he took possession. At that very mo
ment Beauregard was quietly evacuating the works around Cor
inth: the destruction of the railway track through which he was
retreating might have seriously embarrassed him if it had been
areomplished a little sooner. But when Elliot arrived at Boone
ville, which is situated about thirty-two kilometres from Corinth,
all the trains had already passed beyond that point, with the ex
ception of a single one, which the Federals captured and burnt.
They, however, found in this place a considerable number of sick
and wounded, whom it had been found impossible to transport
farther. Beauregard, who had gotten wind of these movements,
had the railway track well watched' by a train of cars loaded with
inf8.ntry. But Elliot avoided it, keeping some detachments of
cavalry in check, and succeeded in destroying the track; then he
resumed his march to join Pope, whom he overtook on the fol-
lowing day. .

In the mean while, Corinth was abandoned. A portion of the
math-iel belonging to .the Confederate army was forwarded to
Memphis by the Charleston Railroad, and the premature destruc
tion of· the bridge over the Hatchie River on that line caused the
loss of five trains loaded with provisions and ammunition. Beau
regard's soldiers proceeded in a southerly direction in several
columnA, following the roads running parallel to the Meridian
Railway. At break of day on the 30th, the camp-fired were
still burning, but the Confederate cavalry alone occupied the
works around Corinth. The advanced sentinels, whether through

.. These were two regiments, the Second Iowa and the Second Michigan, com·
manded by two ofiicel"ll, both destined to rapid advancement-Lieutenant-colonel
Hatch and Colonel Philip Sheridan, who is now lieutenant-general of the army.

,;
I
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forgetfulness or design, had not been relieved; and when the suo
cessive explosions of the mines constructed by Beauregard for the
destruction of the works, bridges and artesian wells finally at
tracted the attention of the Federals, there was not a single man
before them. A simple statement will show to what extent Hal
leck had deceived himself as to the situation of his adversaries:
at the very moment they were slipping away from him, he issued
instructions to his corps commanders, warning them to be prepared .
for a general attaek on the part of the enemy, "everything seem
ing to indirnte," he said, "that the latter was massing his troops
against the Federal left." Sherman, on his part, was preparing to
test the range of some heavy gnns placed in battery the day be
fore, when his chief, having at last been apprised of what was
going on, allowed him to feel the cnemy.

A few hours subsequently, Pope's and Sherman's soldiers effected
a junction amid the deserted camps of Beauregard. But the p0s

session of Corinth was not sufficient to compensate for their
fatiguing lahors and protracted suspense; they had justly hoped
that Halleck would have taken advantage of his vast numerical
superiority to terminate this campaign by a decisive victory, which
would open to them at once the course of the Mllisissippi and
that of the Tennes,",ee. This disappointment, following so close
upon that which had caused the evacuation of r orktown, produced
a p;reat sensation in the North. Beauregard had the double merit
of ha\'ing postponed this retreat as long as possible, and of hav
ing ably conducted it when it berome necessary. The loss
of so important a position was not the less a serious check for the
Confederates; it led to that of Memphis, and of all that section
of railroad which connects these two points, securing to the Fed
erals a new and solid base of operations. Besides, Halleck might
follow the example of the army of the Potomac, which, on the
very day foHowing the evacuation of Yorktown, had been able
to overtake its adversaries at Williamsburg. But hc only sent
in pursnit of the Confederates a few detachments of cavalry, which
gave up the chase on reaching the borders of the Tuscumbia
River, a few kilometres from Corinth. Beauregard left his ad
vanced posts on this water-course until the 2d of June, for the
purpose of rallying the stragglers, while he assembled his several
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corps in the ueighborhood of Baldwin, only fifty kilometres
from Corinth; here he remained until the 7th.

Pope, reinforced by one of Buell's dh'isions, started at last in
search of the Confederate general in this new position. After
encountering some difficnlties, he crossed the Tuscumbia and the
marshes which border that river; but he was taken ill, and was
obliged to transfer the command to Rosecrans and retire to his
own camp. While he was lying there, a report was suddenly
~irculated that he had achieved an important success; in fact, on
the 4th of June, General Halleck, in a despatch addressed to the
Secretary of War, which was soon communicated to all the news
papen>, announced that Po~e, at the head of forty thousand men,
was within fifty kilometres of Corinth, vigorously driving the
enemy before him, and that he had already taken ten thousaqd
prisoners or deserters, with fifteen thousand muskets. The public
rejoicings in the Northern States were of short duration; for this
news was soon formally contradicted, both through letters receiv
ed from the Federal army and by the declarations of Confeder
ate generals. Halleck was silent, and Pope imitated bis silence,
despite the attacks of which he was the object. Yet incredible
as it may appear, although it is a positive fact, this strange de
spatch was entirely fabricated by Halleck. Compelled, as we shall
presently be, to exP!J!*l the errors committed by Pope in the com
mand of the army of Virginia, we are glad w have it in our
llOwer to clear him of an unmerited accusation, and to relate a
fact which reflects honor upon his character. Being ill in his
u'nt, six kilometres only from Halleck's headquarter8, he had
forwarded to the latter by telegraph a detailed account of the
mo'oementB of his subordinates, ending with the remark that the
woods were full of stragglers, probably ten thousand, and that
they would eventually be picked up. Turning this hope into a
fact, Halleck had hastened to draw up the despatch we have
mentioned, declaring at its close that the results obtained were all
he could have wished. During the entire period of the war, Pope
never suffered a bitter word to escape him, nor a single complaint
against his superior, who had taken such a liberty with his name.
He waited for the pacification of the South to ask him for an
explanation, which the latter refused under the most frivolous
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pretexts. Their correspondence, placed by Pope in the hands of
the committee on the conduct of war, and published by the latter
in 1866,* can leave no doubt in the mind of the impartial reader
as to the manner in which Halleck compromised his subordinate,
to abandon him afterward, while it is highly creditable to the
patriotism and disinterestedness of the latter general.

It was only on the 7th of June that Pope resumed command
of his troops, which, during his absence on the 3d and 4th, had
encountered the enemy's skirmishers between Booneville and
Baldwin. Making a feint through the causeway on which the
latter village is situated, in order to menace the Confederate right,
he prepared to make a serious attack upon their left wing, south
of Blarkland, on the 8th; but Halleck interfered and again
ordered him to remain on the defensive. Beauregard naturally
took advantage of this to retire. The Federal cavalry did not pur
sue him beyond Guntown; and while his several columns were
assembling on the 9th in the neighborhood of Tupelo, Pope was
ordered to take his troops into comfortable encampments until he
should receive further instructions. Finding no drinkable water
where they had been brought to a halt, the Federals were soon
compelled to fall back upon Corinth; and on the 12th, Pope went
into camp on the banks of Clear Creck, only six kilometres from
that place. .

Thus ended the campaign of Corinth, which, properly speak
ing, was only a continuation of that of Shiloh. Halleck, although
with an enormous force at his disposal, did nothing but leisurely
reap the advantages which the sanguinary encounters of the 7th
and 8th of April had secured to the Federals through Grant's
tenacity and thc opportune arrival of Buell. This was the only
time that he commanded in person; a month later he was called
to Washington to assume the chief direction of the war. His
opponent, Beauregard, also left the army he had commanded; but
it was in disgrace. His army being onC'-c established at Tupelo,
he had gone to fC'St himself at Bladen Springs, leaving Bragg
temporarily in command, when Jefferson Davis availed himself
of his absence to depose him. The actions of this general did
not certainly correspond with the arrogant assumptions contained

* R,'port of tile Committee on the Conduct of War, Supplement, vol, ii., p. 76.
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in his proclamations. The premature reputation which, in a mo
ment of enthusiasm, had been attributed to the conqueror of Fort
Sumter, had ruined him, as is generally the case with men whose
genius has been vaunted before being tried; he had, however, ex
hibited some sterling ant:!. solid qualities which inspiroo the con·
fidence of his ROldiers. But even the intervention of the Confed
erate Congress only tended to confirm the inflexible President
Davis in his determination; and General Braxton Bragg, for
whom he had felt a strong friendship since the battle of Buena
Vista, was definitely placed at the head of the army of the
Mississippi.

As we have intimated before, the loss of Corinth by the Con
federates was certain to be followed by that of Memphis; for
\he!e two points were like two bastions reciprocally flanking each
other, neither being able to defend itself without the other.

We have seen that on the 21st of April, Pope, on being 8um~

moned to Pittsburg Landing, had left before Fort Pillow two
regiments with the Federal flotilla which Foote had brought
over as a force of observation. Foote, debilitated by his wounds,
had abandoned the command in which he had displayed so much
ooura",<Ye and ability. He was replaced by Captain Davis, who,
while waiting for the issue of the siege of Corinth, contented
himself with throwing from time to time a few bombshells into
the fort. His mortar-boats were protected by seven gun-boats,
which were river-boats more or less iron-dad, and most of
which had already been tried before Forts Henry and Donelson.
On the 10th of May, the flotilla was moored close to both banks
of the river, eight kilometres above Fort Pillow, when, toward
six o'clock in the morning, eight steamers flying the Confederate
Bag were seen rapidly approaching. These were also river-boats,
clumsily armored and provided with that ktnd of beak which the
8lK'OOSs of· the Merrima<l had brought into fashion. Captain
Montgomery, who was in command, had come to offer hattIe to
the Federal flotilla, in the hope of being able to disperse it and
relie\'e the fort. His vessels were of greater draught, much less
protected, and supplied with guns of far inferior calibre to those
of his adversary; but, on the other hand, he had the current in
his favor, which could not fail to carry any of the enemy's ships
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which should be disabled under the guns of Fort Pillow. lie
first attacked a mortar-boat, but the Federal steamer Oindnnau
soon came up to relieve it, and to draw upon herself the entire
efforts of the Confederate vessels. Many of them tried, but in
vain, to sink her. A pistol combat ensued from deck to deck;
the Federals discharged upon their adversarie.'! jets of steam and
boiling water, drawn from the boiler by means of pipes (tllY
(tux), called steam-batteries. The Jfound City came in turn to
assist the Cincinnati. On the Confederate side, the General
Bragg and the Van Dorn kept up the fight. The remainder of
the two hostile fleets was coming up to take part in the conflict)
when the Confederate commander, alleging that his adversaries
had run into the shallows, where he could not follow them, gave
the signal for retreat. His purpose had not been accomplished,
and two of his ve."5els had sustained much injury; but on the
side of the Federals, the Cincinnati and the Jlound City were also
severely damaged.

Bcauregard had successively summoned to him all the small
garrisons placed en echelon along the line of the Mississippi, so
that at the end of May the garrison of Fort Pillow was reduced
to a few hundred men. On leaving Corinth he ordered the post
to be evacuated. On the morning of the 5th of June, the Fed
erals found Fort Pillow abandoned; it was a work of consider
able strength, containing large bomb-proof.'!; about twenty dis
mounted guns were found in it.

The gates of Memphis were open. The Federal ves."els came
down the river in great haste to take possession of the city. Fort
Randolph, situated twenty kilometres below Pillow, was also de
serted, and on the evening of the 5th the flotilla came to anchor
for the night at islands Nos. 43 and 44, only two or three kilo
metres above :Memphls.

This flotilla consisted, besides the mortar-boats and transports,
which were of no service in battle, of five gun-boats, the Benton,
the LouiivillR, the Carorule1d, the Cail'o and the St. Louis; and
four rams, the Queen of the West, the Jloruzreh, the Switzerland
and the Lanc,(UJ{er No.3. The latter vessels were not under the
orders of Commodore Davis; having been built by the war de
partment under the superintendence of ('olonel Ellet, an officer
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of great energy and intelligence, they had been placed under his
exclusive command. This independent position gave rise to many
controversies with the navy, which the impracticable disposition
of Ellet only tended to aggravate. But when the hour of trial
l'8me, he was always sure to be found in the front rank, ready to
take npon himself the most dangerous task. These rams were
far superior to the gun-boats; having but a single wheel at the
stem, strongly built and covered with iron plates, they moved
with great speed, and were easily steered.

On the 6th of June, at break of day, Montgomery weighed anchor
with his eight steamers, the Van Darn, the General Bragg) the Lit
tle lUbel, the General LooeU, the General Beuw'egm'd, the General
Pritx, the Sumter and the Jeff Thompson, each carrying two guns.
He had resolved to risk everything rnther than abandon Mem
phis without a fight. It was, indeed, the only important city on
the borders of the Mississippi between Cairo and New Orleans.
Ito; population, which in 1860 numbered twenty-three thousand
5Ou18, had espoused the cause of slavery with great zeal. Con
!'elJ.uently, at the news of the approach of the Federals, and the
sight of the Confedernte flotilla getting under way, they rushed in
crowds upon the bluffs overlooking the lists formed by the waters
of the great river, where was to be fought the battle upon which
tlK>ir fate depended. A bright sun lighted up this exciting scene.
The two flotillas were advancing toward each other. Finding
I!OOD that the gun-boats were moving too slowly, Ellet shot
ahead of them with his rams; but. one of them, the Switzerland,
ran aground, broke her rudder, and remained disabled for the rest
of the day; another, the Lancaster, being badly commanded, kept
aloof from the action. Ellet therefore had only two ships left
with which to engage in a close fight, while the gun-boats were
discharging their guns as they steamed np. He led the Queen of
1M West against the General Lovell; and taking advantage of a
mistaken manoouvre on the part of the latter, he struck her and
sunk her in the middle of the river. But jm;t lIS the Federal
ram was trying to get free from the wreck of her sinking adver
sary, she wa.c; herself struck and greatly damaged by a Confeder
ate ship. Ellet WllS wounded, but succeeded, nevertheless, in
getting his vessel clear. The arrival of the Monarch had drawn
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the fire of the Confederates upon that vessel, which was attacked
by two of their gun-boat~, the Beaw'egard and the Price; the
JIonarch evaded them by a well-timed movement, and the Beau.
regard struck with full force the wheel-house of the Price, which,
to avoid being sunk, was obliged to head for the shore. This first
encounter decided the issue of the battle, but Montgomery's flo
tilla fell back in vain; it could not escape from its adversaries.
Carried along by the current, the comhatants passed pell mell
under the eyes of the inhabitants of Memphis, and continued the
struggle below the city. The Confederates defended themselves
with energy. Only one vessel withdrew from the conwat, the
Van Dc;;n, which had a cargo of nearly fifty thousand pounds of
powder, a real trm'lure that must be saved. The fire of the Fed
eral gun-boats had greatly damaged the other, the boilers of which
were not sufficiently protected, and Ellet's rams arrived in time
to complete the work of destruction. The Beauregard, entirely
disabled, soon sunk near the shore; the Litl1e Rebel, carrying
Montgomery's flag, and the Surnter reached the bank of the Ar
kaIL'las, where their crews landed in great haste. The Jeff Thomp
san, likewise abandoned, caught fire and blew up; finally, the
Bragg sunk before she had time to get out of deep water. The
Confederate flotilla wa.'! annihilated. It had lost seven vessels
out of eight. The Federals were chiefly indebted for their suo
cess to Ellct and his two rams, the Monarch and the Queen of the
West, which had alone fought at close quarters and made terrible
use of their beaks. Not a single man had been wounded on
board the gun-boats.

The battle had ended at half-past seven in the morning, six
teen kilometres below Memphis. The inhabitants had returned
to their homes silent and dejected. The city was occupied during
the day, and the Federal military authorities entered into an ar
rangement with the mayor, for the maintenance of public order
and the protection of private property. Whatever party spirit
may have had to say then, their rule was extremely mild.. 'Vhen
the Federal soldiers took down the Confederate flag, which floated
over the city hall, as it was their right and duty to do, a consid
erable crowd gathered around to insult them, hurrahing for Jef
ferson Davis; no one was molested on that account.
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The capture of Corinth and Memphis marked a new phase in
the conquest of the course of the Mississippi. The Confederates,
assailed at the same time from the south and the north, were only
in possession of that section of the river comprised between Mem
phis and Baton Rouge; and we shall see in the next chapter that
there was a time when it seemed as if even this last portion was
about to be wrested from them. They suooeeJed, however, through
their energetic efforts, in preserving it for a long time; and their
adversaries were obliged to purchase its conquest at the cost of
fourteen months of labor and fighting.



CHAPTER III.

PULASKL

WE left the Federals in possession of Corinth and Melllphis,
the army of Beauregard disappearing in the depths of semi

tropical forests where the Tombigbee takes its source, and ~IODt

gomery's ships lying at the bottom of the Mississippi.
The part to be played by the Federal fleet., was fully laid out;

Farragut, by ascending the river, and Davis, by descending it,
were to endeavor to join hands and destroy all the obstacles
which still obstructed its course.

What, in the lllean time, was the large army encamped at Corinth
going to do? It had allowed Beauregard to escape at the very
moment when it felt sure of crushing him; but it could yet strike
some decisive blows either to eastward or westward, the Confed
erate.'3 being nowhere sufficiently numerous to make any strong
opposition.

Eastward, Mitchell had forced open the way to Chattanooga and
approached the gap which opens south-east of that town, before
which, at a subsequent period, so much blood was shed at the bat
tles of Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge. He was master
of the passes of the Tennessee, and the Federals, stationed at
Corinth, could reach Chattanooga much more speedily than their
adversary encamped at Tupelo. They might probably conquer
by the same stroke the whole upper course of the river which
waters this town.

Westward, the Federals could sweep both sides of the Missis
sippi, cause all the Confederate works which defended them to
fall, and perhaps prevent the enemy from erecting the formidable
citadels of Vicksburg and Port Hudson, the capture of which,
at a later period, cost so dear.

The Tennes..';ee was rapidly falling, and would soon cease to be
201
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navigable for vessels engaged in conveying supplies to the army;
hut the drought would put the roads in excellent condition for
vehicles. Everything, therefore, was iu favor of prompt and
,-igorons action. But Halleck divided his army, and, notwith
,..-tanding the resources he had at his disposal, allowed his adver
saries to forestall him everywhere.

The Columbus Railroad was again with much trouble put in
onler, 80 as to connect Corinth directly with that dlipot, situated on
the Mississippi. Sherman was directed to open communications
with ~Iemphis by restoring the western section of the Charles
ton line. The army of the Ohio left Corinth on the 10th of
June, and Buell was ordered to proceed with it in the direction of
Chattanooga, where Mitchell was beginning to be sorely pressed ;
hut this movement was slowly executed.

Sherman, at the head of his own division and that of Hurlbut,
proc-eedetl toward Memphis, dropping detachments of troops as
tar 85 Holly Springs to cover his left flank. The rebuilding of
the ~Iobile Railway, which had been completely destroyed by the
enemy, was a considerable undertaking. Begun on the 9th of
JUDe, it was only finished on the 26th.

The Confederates had profited by this delay. The new general
in-cltief, Braxton Bragg, had boldly divided his army and aban
.:loned the position of Tupelo, which Halleck still believed him
to occupy. He had determined to cover at once the two points
1ft: have already indicated as being of the greatest importance for
the future of the war, Chattanooga and Vicksburg.

He proceeded toward the first with all the old army of John
rom, consisting of the corps of Hardee and Polk, as rapidly as
the difficulties of communication in that portion of the Southern
States allowed. He had the merit and good fortune to reach
Chattanooga before Buell. It was not too soon, for a few days
previous, the 7th of June. the Federal general Negley, with his
~le brigade and sume cannon, had nearly taken possession of
this city by surprise. Bragg found it of great advantage to trans
fer the war to the vicinity of Chattanooga. Ma."ter of this po
,jtion, indeed, he could menace either Tennessee or Kentucky,
Xash\-ille or Louisville, and wrest from the Federals all the (,'On
quests they had achieved during the last few months by taking
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them in rear. He was also drawing near Virginia, and could, in
case of necessity, join Lee and Jackson, obviating, at all events,
the necessity of their detailing troops to cover their lines on that
side. The forces which had been dispersed in East Tennessee
had been again assembled at Knoxville, under command of Kirby
Smith; the garrison of Cumberland Gap had also evacuated this
important post to join him. The army corps thus formed was
ordered by Bragg to Chattanooga. Thanks to this reinforcement,
and to the numerous recruit'i which the newconscription law sup
plied him, Bragg saw his forces increased to forty-five thousand
men; but the recruits had to be drilled before they could take
the field. Satisfied, therefore, with having forestalled his ad
versaries and occupied the position he was so anxio\l8 to hold,
the Confederate general awaited the issue of the great struggle
that was going on around Richmond between Lee and McClellan.

Buell, on his part, did not seem to think of attacking him.
After having reorganized his army, and put an end to the acts of
pillage committed by the soldiers of Mitchell, who were smttered
over too much ground to be closely watched, he extended his
army in one long line from south-west to north-east, from Hunts
ville by way of Battle Creek to McMinnville, along which the
railroad could easily bring his supplies. Keeping stationary in
these positions, he made no efforts either to dispute the possession
of Chattanooga with Bragg, or to intercept his communications
with Knoxville. This was a serious negligence on his part, for
by making a vigorous demonstration against the first-named city
he could have prevented the turning movement by which, shortly
after, his adversary compelled him to retire to the borders of the
Ohio, and by menacing Kirby Smith in East Tennessee he
would have made a diversion equally advantageous in a political
and military point of view. The population of this district,
strongly in favor of the Union, was, in fact, anxiously longing for
the arrival of the blue coats, and chafing under the oppression of
the Confederates. '(he railroad, passing through Knoxville, con
nected the armies of the east with those of the west; its loss
would have increased the distance which separated them.

At last Buell's inaction emboldened his opponents, and Bragg
resumed the offensive by sending some daring partisans upon his



PULASKI. 207

Sanks and upon his base of operations. But we shall have 00

l'3.~ion a little later to speak of the expeditions of Forrest and
)Iorgan, as also of the campaign to which they were the fortunate
prelude; we must, for the present, leave Bragg and Buell fronting
t'ach other, and return to the banks of the Mississippi.

:Farragut, as we have stated, had rapidly ascended this river,
and witne8Sed the unresisting submission of all the towns lying
along its course as far as Vicksburg, the fortifications of which
had sropped the progress of his vessels on the 18th of May, 1862.
Situated at an almost equal distance from Memphis and New
Orleans, this little town stands upon a point where the left bank
of the river commands it.'! course, and forms one of those high
banks called bluffs. It is connected with the great Memphis
and Xew Orleans railway, the Mississippi Central, by a branch
which strikes this line at Jackson, the capital of the State. But
its peculiar importance was derived from the fact that on the
opposite bank lies the head of a railway running into the State
of Arkansas. Vicksburg, therefore, was the bond between the
western part of the Confederacy and the other slave States. Al
though the latter branch, pompously called the Vicksburg and
Tens Railroad, did not run beyond the little town of Monroe,
it greatly facilit.ated the importation of the agricultural products
of the 'Vestern States, which from that time was a question of
capital importance to the rest of the Confederacy.

Before the capture of Memphis and Baton Rouge, two great fluvial
lines conveyed these products into the waters of the Mis..,issippi,
which they ascended or descended afterward to the central dcpf>t at
Yicksburg. These were the Arkansas, which, after its junction
with White River, empties into the great river between Memphis
and Vicksburg, and the Red River, which runs into it between
the latter city and New Orleans. But in June, 1862, the Federal
gun-boats had reduced the navigation of these rivers to a mere
l'Ontraoond traffic. After the hattle of Memphis, Davis, having
:l"'Oembled all the vessels he had left in the upper part of the
river, despatched four steamers, the 1Jlound Oily, the St. Louis,
the Lexington and the Conestoga, with several transport.'l, to re
oonnoitre the waters of the Arkansas and 'Vhite Ri\·er. The
Fedeml fleet ascenlled the latter river for a distance of one hun-
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dred and thirty kilometres from its mouth, and on the 16th or
June it made an attack upon two Confederate batteries erected
on a spot called St. Charles. This engagement, which took place
at a distance of six hundred metres, was most vigorou,,; at last
the weak armor of the Mound City was pierced by a cannon-ball.
which burst her boiler, causing a frightful havoc on board that
vessel. In an instant the water and scalding steam spread in
every direction, burning and suffocating all who were betw-een
decks; a large portion of the terrified crew jumped into the river
only to meet with another kind of death, for those who could
swim were nearly all struck by the balls of the enemy. Fi£t:y
nine corpses were lying in that unfortunate vessel; forty-nine
men had disappeared, aud forty-one were wounded; out of one
hundred and seventy-five, only twenty-six escaped from this dis
aster. The other gun-hoat" in the mean while took the place of
the Jfound City, which had drifted to leeward with the current7

and soon after, a landing:-party, turning the Confederate batterie8,
captured these works with most of their defenders.

Ahout the same period, the naval dh-ision of Colonel Ellet ap
peared above Vicksburg. This plac,(' was now the only obstacle
which separated the Federal fleets that had c.ome from Cairo and
from New Orleans, and Wll.'l thus blockaded by them both above
and below. But its position enabled it to defy all attacks, from
whatever side they might, come. Six hundred and thirty-two kil
ometres above New Orleans, the Missi&'lippi, in numerous wind
ings, after running from south-ea.'lt to north-east, turns abruptly
in an exactly opposite direction; it thus forms a flat and marshy
strip of land on the right scarcely one thousand two hundred
metres in width, and on the left it enfolds the extremity of a
long chain of hills, which extend into the interior of the State of
1Ii:,sissippi. Vicksburg is situ:lt,~d on the bluffs which form the
extremity of these hills. The Confederate batteries rose, some at
the foot, otlH'rR on the summit of these bluffs; the first swept the
surface of the waters contiguous to the place; the others com
m:mded not only the entire peninsula, but also that portion of the
rh'er lying beyond. A current running three miles an hour, and
an ever-shifting channel, increased still further the difficulties
which the Federal fleets had to surmount. Farragut had soon
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{oond that it would be impossible for him to capture this position
IIith the meau.ll which were at his d.isposal at the end of May.
We haw ;,aid that when Bragg took up his march for Chattanooga,
ran Dom, who had been inve..,ted with a new independent com
mand, was charged. with defending both banks of the Mississippi
with his troops and those of Price. He immediately repaired to
ril'ksburg in person with Breckenridge's divisioll, completed anll
multiplied the defences of the place, and collected there a power
ful artillery.

The Federals, on the other side, were extremely slow in pre
Itlring to a.,.sume the offensive. Halleck had so thorough Iy par
titionC(1 his army that he had 1I0t even a few thousanll men to
'pare as landing-partie." with Davis' fleet. Although Farragut's
1'f"{lUrces wcre infinitely more restricted, it was upon him alone
that the entire tilsk of the attack upon Vicki'uurg was to fall.
After the capture of Xew Orleuns, Porter's division of 1lI0rUlr
Ifflts had returned to Pensacola j he recalled it. All the ves
;ds he rould dispose of went up the river, while the transportli
lanJed below Vicksburg a small body of troops detached by But
\er from the garrison of New Orleans, all(l placed.' uIHler the eOI11

llland of General Williams. The difficulty in managing the
1I1\lrtar-boat8 and the transports, and in obtaining Sll pplies for the
ffr-et, delaved the time when Farragnt sawall his fill'ees united
~ll)w Vi~ksburg, on the 27th of .J~1I1e.

His fleet eonsisted of five sloops-of-war, the Ilar{ford, bearin~

,he t'ommcxlore'ij pennant, the Iroqrwi.~, the Oneida, the Riehmond
:lJJ11 the Brooklyn; six gnn-boat:" the Kennebed', the Katahdin,
Ihe lI'ii!l¥lhickon, the Scioto, the Winona ancl the Pinola, formill,:!
the fil'Rt division j six other gnn-boats, the Oc/oram, the m',~!ficld,

IIII' (7~1on, the .J(lek,~on, the [Jarriet Lane and the OW(/,~Co, whil'h,
\rith ~ixtl"'ClI mortar-boat.,;, constituted the second di vi,;ion, nnder
l).3yid Porter; \Villiams'divi,.;ion of infantry, about three thOll
'and i<trong, was Oil board. The latter was ('vi(lcntly too weak
t·, attempt any dellllJllstration against the works of Vil:kshllrg.
whose garrilSol1 numbel"~d eight or tell thousalHl men j it could
only protect the depOts of the fleet against a surprise.

On the evening of the 27th, everything was rl'ady for an at
lack. While the second division was to cover the Confe lerate

VOL.H.-14
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works with projectiles, the task of the first was to force the
passes. Renewing the bold manceuvre which had prO\T~ so
successful at ~ew Orleans, Farragut calculated that his fire
would dri\'e for a moment the enemy's gunners from their
pieces, and that he could avail himself of this to pass their hat
teries with his best ships. In this effort his succcss was com

plete. The first eannon-shots were heard on the 28th of June
before threc o'clock in the morning. Porter's mortars, the range
of which had been stnuied for the last two days, were placed on
a broadsi(le line within two thollsand fh'e hundred metres of the
Confederate works, and kept np the fire with the greate>t pre
cision j the gun-boat'! of the se(~(md di \'ision engaged in the battle
at shorter range. The first division was alre:ldy in motion, and
the Iroquois, which led the \'an, had llrawn near the enemy's bat
teries before being discovered by them.

The smoke of battle soon darkelml the first glimmer of day
light. ·While the h·oquois was passing safe and sound ullfler the
fire of the hatteries, whieh I'o"e in tiers from the margin of the
water to the Rumrnit of the bluff;';, Farragut, on board the
IIar~ford, had "lackened his "peed to rally the r('8t of his di\'i"ion
and silenc(~ the enelllY's artillery. In pu,",sing, tIre Federal ships
threw shrapnel shot into the batterie.s at the water's edt,"C, which
drove the enemy'.; cannoneers from their posts. But they soon
reappeared, and r(':"nll1cd the service of their guns j they f()llowcd
with their shot the Union fled, as fill' as that portion of tire rin'r
wlri('h runs heyond the tongue of land, the abrupt turning of which
('ompellc'l them to p":,:, a seeond time witlrin range of tIrpir
guns. At six o'eloek in the morning, the Iroquois, tire Oneida,
the Riehmond, the Scioto, the Winollfl, the lViswlhid·oll and the
IIor(ford ('Hme to am'lror above Vicksburg. The BrooklYIl, which
was to han followcll tire flag-ship, lletained at first by somc imped
iments in the river, wa,.; further delayed, and dropped to the rear
aft('r a u,.;e!e:,s eHnllonade; it had been f()llowed by the I';"fahdin
and the 10.'1l11.cbecl:. The Federal losses did not amount to more
than thirty or forty killed amI wounded j none of the ve.~:"els had
beeu seriously dalllaged.

Above Viek8burg, Farragut found Ellet with his naval di
vision!'. As he wrote to the Secretary of the Kavy, he had again

.....
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d('mom~trated that batteries erected by the river-side could be
JJ:L~, and that he was ready to renew the operation as often as
,,-:1.-; d{':;liJ'e(l. But if he had isolated the forts of New Orleans
by pa50;;;ing them, he could not this time count upon the same re
snlffi. In order to make a serious attack upon Vi<:ksburg, an
army was required j and when Farragut requested Hlll1eck's co
operation, that general replied, on the 3d of July, that he (',QuId
not detach any portion of his troops for that operation. The
n3''1", therefore, had to continue the struggle on the .Mississippi
almost alone. The Confederates were preparing to maintain the
contest, not only by obst~lIcting navigation by means of batteries
erected on both sides of the river, but by attacking the Federal
vc50---e]s with the same weapons. In order to repair the disaster
~u5tained at Memphis, which had caused their flag to disappear
from the waters of the great river, they were actively at work
upon a new ram called the Arkansas. The Yazoo River is an
important tributary lying off the left bank, which empties into
the ~Iis..,issippi a short distance above Vicksburg, after skirting
the foot of the hills we have before mentioned. 'Yhen Davis
had appeared before Vicksburg, the Arkansfls was in proce;;;s of
construction near that city j she was at once towed into the Yazoo
Riwr as far as Yazoo City, nearly fifty miles above the mouth of
that river j a stockade was built to proteet her against the Union
gun-boats, and the Confederates continued the pro('e..;s of equip
ping her as secretly as possible. The Federal officers, however,
w('re not ignorant of her existence. On the 15th of July, hav
ing learnt from some deserters the day before that she was at last
t'OlIlp]eted, and had left Yazoo City, Davis despatched three ~un

boat", the Tyler, the Queen of the West and the Carondelet, which
which were of lighter draught than Farragut's ships, tv make a
reconnais.'iance of the Yazoo. They had not to proeeed very far
to encounter the adversary thcy were in search of. The Arkansas,
oonstruch..'<1nearly on the same model as the 11JelTirnac, but much
smaller, had her sides covcred with iron plates ill thc shape of a
roof, and carried nine guns j she had comc down thc river, and
~"ed the night OIl a kind of lake called Old River, formed by
In old arm of the Mississippi, which conne('ts with thc Yazoo Ileur
ito; inouth. Shc no sooncr perceived the Felleral ves,.;cls thun she
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rushed toward them; they did not wait lin instant for her ap
proach, but fled under a full head of steam, exchanging a few
c~mnoll-shots from a distance with the foe, The Carondelet was
soon compelled to seek refuge on some f'anrl-banks, where h<>r
light draught shelt{'red her froJll the attacks of her adversar.y.
The latter eontiuued the chase; and suddenly the Federal fleet,
which was at anchor between the mouth of the Yazoo and ~V"icks

burg, SlW the two· gun-boats enter the river, folJowe<l close by til('
Arkansas. This appearance was a complete surprise to the fleet.
Oblige<l to be sparing of its coal, which had bPCOlI1e extremel...·
scarce, the fires h:l<l long ·since been extinguished; and Dot being
under stmm, it eoulll not manO'uvre for battle. ~Ieanwhile, the
Ark(/1/.~(/.~, who,:e sides rose but little abO\"e til{' surface of the
water, being only snrmounted by a chimney and a large Confed
erate flag, leisurely proe~et1ed (lown the rlYer; tIl(' fire of the
whole fleet was soon eon~ntrated upon her; she replied, and was
imnwdiatcly enveloped in a cloud of smoke. ~When this veil was
torn asunder, the Confellerate was seen eontinuing her progre--
dpspite a shtl\\er of missiJl's; mlt1 lX'fore the FI'IJpml ship,", had ..
time to set their engin{", in motion in order to bar her pa".•age, she
was already mool'e<1 at the pier of Vicksbnrg 1II1111'r the protl"C
tion of friendly batteries. This bold stroke cost 11')1' erew tel'
kiIle<1 anll fift('{m wounded. The Fe<1ernls sulf{lr('{l mudl moN',
the C'aron(Met alone IUl\'inl! IUII1 thirt~' and the Tyler twenty-four
men di,..abled. The situation of the Federal fll'et below Viek,..
burg had bel'ome eritil'al. There wa,.., in filet, but one sloop-of:"war,
the Brooklyll, and a f()w gun-boats to protect the mortar-hoat,:,
unable to move of tlwlJ\se!n',.., the nUlllcrou,; tran,;ports and all
the d{'pots of the Fpderals. The AJ'I.·(/lIs(/.~ had :"0 wl'll rc~~i,:ted

the enpmy's pr~j('l·tile,;· that thi" rich pfl'y :"eel\lPl1 to be at her
mercy; and nothing' could prevent her from aftl'nmrd pursuing
her course as far as Kew Orkml:". But while these ve,."els were
being put in a cOllllition fill' defenl'e, and David POI'ter was hurn
ing one of his mortar-boat,;, whil'h it had heen found impm:,:iblc
to remO\'e, Farragut adopte!l without hl",itMion a bold resolution.
He ordered the fll'et to de.-c'Cnd the ri\'er a)!ain, passing nnder the
fire of Vieksburg, so as to elo:"e the lower Mi:":,,i,.:sippi a~rllimt tlH'
dangerous visitors who had just braved his power. :Kight l~llW'
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on before his ve:;sels could be put in motion. It wa.... impo5.'lible,
however, to delay any longer. The Federal ships filed before the
enem~"8 works, steering their course by the light of the Confed
erate guns. They were struck by a few cannon-balls, but none
of them were stopped, and before daybreak Farragut's entire
fleet was again assembled below Vicksburg, ready to bar the pas

:'lllge against the Arkanstu. The latter, not bein~ providL>O. with a
..:nfficiently strong engine to manceuvre in the midst of tile current,
..,.-hich is very strong in that part of the river, did not dare to
attack him.

On the 22<1 of July, the Federals made another attempt to get
rill of this inconvenient neighbor. The E~e:c, one of Ellet's
~hip,., commanded by 'V. D. Porter,* was charged with this duty.
.\.t four o'clock in the morning she descended the river, and, with
oot returning the fire of the Confederate batteries, steered nnder fnIl
~team toward the Arkansas, which lay at anchor closc to the shore,
md struck her violently with her beak; but the blow glanced off,
and the .&sex ran agronnd upon a shoal. 'Vhile endeavoring to ex
tricate herself, she discharged her gnns at dose range a~inst her
,;tationary foe, causing her much damage. But the Confederates
in their tum concentrated all their guns upon the Essex, while their
infantry opened a still more destructive fire with their rifles, co!u
pelling her to retire. After waiting in vain for the two fleet.., to
('orne to his assistance, Porter slowly dC8<'ended the river and
joined Farragut's ships, ha\'ing had his armor pierced by only
two balls.

The injuries received by the Arkansas were repaired, and the
Federa.ls were obliged to acknowledge that it wouhl be impossible,
"ith the means at their disposal, to rednce VickRlmrg, the fortifi
t3tions of which were growing every day. Thry had vainly t!'ied
t.) avoid them, by cutting a channel through the narrow tongue of
bnd enfolded by the waters of the Missi~sippi in pa;.:sing before
the cit)· ; under the influence of the summer heats, the level of the
riwr fell fa8ter than they could dig the ('hannel. The heat deei
lIUlti'd '\Tilliams' soldiers, who were employed in this rou~h al1ll
thankles." work. The crews of the fleet were also terribly re-

• W. D. Porter nlll.t not be confounded with David D. Porter of the mortar
booal!l, no'll' admiral.
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duced by fe\·er. The Confederate"l, moreover, were more anu
more threatening the communications of the two squa(lrons with
their baseA of operationR, Memphis and New Orleans. Price was
assembling his troops above Vicksburg, as if he intl.'ndcd to re
turn to Arkansas. The disasters of the Federals in Virginia
ealled for the exercise of the utmost prudence. Davis and Far
ragnt determined to abandon all offensive operations for the mo
ment. The former reascemlL>d the Mississippi as far as Hdena,
a little town situated on the right bank three hundred mil~

higher up. A,., throughout that section of the river there was not
a single bluff to be met, up:m which cOllld be erected one of tho;;c
batteries whose slanting fire was alone dreaded by the gun-boat"',
Davis fclt snre of being able to rlescend the river a.., far as the
vicinity of Vicksburg whene\'er he should think proper to do so.

The draught of Farragut',., sloops-of-war would have sufficed to
ohlige him to bring them uearer to the mouth of the Mississippi
when it'l wnt('I'S w('re at the low~t point. On the 28th of July,
he mM anchor bdi)re the levees of Xew Orleans, having left
'V. D. Purter with the E'lRf'X and Snmier below Vicksburg, and
the two gun-bont'l Katahdin and K;nrQ at Baton Rouge. Wil
liams' troops had b('('n landed lIC'.1r that cit,v, which thus beeline
the last stage of the Federals above New Orleans.

Encourage!1 b~' thi,. (louhle retreat, Vau Darn sent Breckenridge,
with about ;.;ix thou8all(I men and eleven eannon, to attempt the
reenpture of Baton Rouge. By seizing the official eapibll of
Loui;.;iana, the Confl'{1erates wonld have obtained a twofold advan
tage, The 11I0rai effect would have been eonsiderable, while the
capture of thi,., p!a('(' woula have secured to them the possession
of that portion of the river which receives the waters of Red
Hiwr-a ner'('8;.;ary line of communication, as we have said, for
t!wir f'upplif'!'. The Ark(lnsa.~, which had received a new sheath
ing of iron and cotton, was to unite with two gun-boat'l, the lYebb
anrl the J[1I8;C, lying in Hcd Riwr, and co-operate with Brecken
ridg-e's division in an attack upon Baton Rouge. The Federals
had two gun-boat;.; an(1 tfle ram E'lSex with which to oppose them
on the water, and on laud four thousand men debilitated hy
sickness, with eighteen cannon. They had not been able to en
trench themselves effectively, when on the 5th of August, at one
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Q'clock in the morning, Breckenridge's vanguard opene,l the
£ght. 'Yilliarns' troops formed a semicircle ont.,ide of the city,
which is situated on the left bank, resting 011 the river both above
and below. His right wing, which was consequently posted below,
was flanked by the two gun-boats, the left wing by the Essex.

BI"l'Ckenridge's entire eftllrt was directed upon the latter point,
1I1d the Federals were soon compelled to give way. The brave \Vil
Iiams \Va..,; shot throngh the heart while endeavoring to rally hi",
men. But the SlH'CC:lS of the Confederates was of very short
,luration; the fire of the FASex, which enfiladed their lines, threw
them into confusion. The Arkansas, which was to destroy the
Federal flotilla, to take \Villiams' troops in the rear, to cnt off
their retreat and oblige them to lay down their arms-the invul
nerable Arkan8a8--flid not make her appearance. The FCllemls
!"l'('()vered from their disorl!er, and the a..,sailants were crushed by
their artillery. Breckenridge pausL'<1 to wait for the Arkansas,
unaware of the accident that had happened to this vessel; and
firullly, abont ten o'clock in the morning, he retired, having lost
nearly five hundred men in this fruitless encounter.

){<.>"<lnwhile, the A"kansos, rudely constrllclL'(!, had had two of
bel' engines successively disabled only a few miles above Baton
Rouge, and it hUll been found necessary to run her ashore to pre
;eDt her being carried oft· by the current and falling into the
power of the Feder",l ships. As soon as the battle on land had
ceased, the latter went in search of her; the Essex soon perceived her
old antagonist, which was waiting in vain for the two gun-boats,
bel' :K'OI)·tes, to come and take her in tow. The eontest could no
longer be continued. At the first shot thrown by the Essex the
rommander of the Al'ka118aS landed his crew, and setting fire to
his ve,;.,;;el sent her adrift in the current. It was a stmnge sight
to ~ that vessel, steere<l by no human hand, slowly following
the course of the great river, enveloped by the smoke of the in
terior fires that were consuming her, and still bearing the flag
which was about to disappear in an instant, with herself, in the
waters. The heat soon calL';ed the gUlli' to go off, the balls losing
themselves in the two banks; a moment after, the vessel blew up,
and its fragments were engulfL'<1 in the river.

This was a serious loss to the Confederates; but they were not
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long in indemni(ving themselves for this double renr"e, by taking
possession of the village of Port Hudson, a formidable po,-;ition,
which the Federals had neglected to occnpy. Van D:Il'n ,,~m' that,
instead of sacrificing his men by trying to capture Baton Rougt"
he could secure the same result by fortifYing any Irivcn point
below the month of Red Hiver, whieh, like Vick"hurg, eoulll
check the progress of the Federal gnn-boats. Port Hudson wa"
admirably adapted for this purpose, and soon became an import
ant stronghold. From that moment the Confederates ,n're
again sale masters of all that portion of the rhoer comprised be
tween Vicksburg and Port Hudson, for the,;e two plael'5 Han ked
roch other mutually; thc great Hed River line of communication
for obtaining supplies was again open to them, amI the two sec
tions of the Confl>deracy, which had been tI~lIlporarily scparate<l,
were again firmly unit€<l. The Missis.,;;ippi, of which, in .Tunc,
1862, the Fellerals might probably have uiken po""c,;sion, W:L,;; lo:-:t
to them, owing to the absence of troops which Halleck had not
had the foresight to demil in time fi)l" this impormnt operation.
From that day Vicksburg and Port Hudson became till' two
bastions before which, for a whole ycar, all the efforts of the Fed
eral flcets and armies, seeking in vain to act in conjunction, were
destined to filiI.

But before returning to Virginia, where evcnt" wel'c takin~

place, the influence of which was to be felt even in the Far \Ye:;t,
we mu,;t retrace our steps to narrate operations, at onre milimry
and naval, of which a portion of the coast of the Confederate
States had lwen the theatre during the early part of 1862.

\re followerl thei'e operations upon the coast of Korth Carolina
and in the Gnlf of Mexico up to the "pring, a }If'riod when they
ceased entirely, partly in conseqnence of the new dc,..:tinatioll given
to Burnside"s army, which left Albemarle Sound fOl' the borders
of the .Tanm", and partly owing to the retreat into the interior of
all the Confcllemtc forces sU1tioned on the coast of Louisiana.
It re'mains for I1S to speak of the combined operations of the
fleet mllcd the South Atlantic squadron and of the army of T.
'V. Sherman, on the l'Oasts of 80l1th Carolina, Georgia and
Florida during' the first six months of 1862.

In the preceding voll1me we gave an account of the battle
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fought on the banks of the Coosaw on the 1st of January, which
secured to the Federals the p088e88ion of the entire group of the
St. Helena islands. During this month, their gun-boats were
employed in running into and observing the lar~e bays of which
they had taken po8.~ession-North Edisto, St. Helena Sound and

~,; i~ branch, South Episto, the Coosaw, the Broad Hiver, War:mw
aDd O"sabaw Sounds. The localities of North Edisto, in conee

" queD(~ of its contiguity to Charleston, required particular atten
. tion. Reconnaissances were likewise made in the inland channels

. f which connect the Savannah River with the adjoining arms of
.i the sea, in order to complete those we have mentioned above,
I which had revealed the existence of a navigable communication

,I between the river and'VlI.rsaw Sound, by means of which the
gUDS of Fort Pulaski (',QuId be avoided. During the early part
of January, a bold explorer had discovered another pass on the
left bank of the Savannah, which, after a thousand windings be
tween marshy islandR, debouched northward into Dawfuskie Bay,
Dear the island of Hilton Head. Commooore Dupont resolved
to throw a sufficient force into these labyrinths, so as to take pos
session of them if those passes should prove to be practicable for
his v('88els. The expedition on the left bank, although prepared
with great care and secrecy, was detected by the enemy a short
time before the day fiXL>cl for its departure. The channel through
which it was to emerge into the Savannah River is so narrow and

; difficult, that the idea of forcing a pas..,age through could not be
: entertained; a few sharpshooters lying in ambush along the shore

would have been sufficient to defend it. Nevertheless, Rodgers
ventured very far into the channel called 'Wright's River, llnd
reached a point whence he muld throw his projectiles a.~ far a.~ the
waters of the Savannah River.

But Dupont; convinced that he should not be able to attain the
oltiect he had in view on that side, directed all his attention to the
right bank. There the Federals already occupied Tybee Island,
which they contemplated making the ba.&' of their operations
a"crainst Fort Pulaski as soon as the sea.~on should permit. The
December expedition had found the channel which connects the
ri\'er with Warsaw Sound strongly barricaded and defen<1l'd by
several works. Captain Davis, with six gun-boats and three
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transports having Benham's brigade on board, was directed to
explore another channel which opened higher up. He penetrated
very far, passed in sight of' Fort Pulaski, the defenders of which,
being taken by surprisp, had not time to turn their guns against
him, and arrived before the stockades, which stopped him within
short cannon-range of the point where the cha.nnel he was follow
ing empties into the river. A regiment which had been in charge
of these stockades had abandoned them, but five Confederate gun
boats soon appeared and opened fire upon the Union vessels from
a long distance. This was the flotilla of Tatnall, who, seeing
that the Federals were trying to iuvest Fort Pulaski, was hasten
ing to provision it; the flotilla towed a large number of lighters
laden with rations. While it was engaged with Davis' ships on the
right side of the river, Hongers, who found himself precisely
opposite on Wright's River near the left side, took part in the
combat, throwing his shells into the midst of the enemy's flotilla.
Two vessels belonging to the latter beat a retreat. The other
three continued their course without sustaining any injury, left
the lighters at Pulaski, and returned to exchange a few more
shots with the Federal!!. But the ebbing title had given the
shore such elevation as to intercept all the missile.", and thi!! use
less cannonade was brought to an end without bloodshed. Davi:-<,
having as<'~rtained that it would require a much larger force than
he had at his command to get through the pass and occupy it
permanently, retired. It was decided to attack the defences of
Savannah in front, and to force the entrance of the river by re
ducing Fort Pulaski as speedily as pos8iblc.

Pending the preparations for this attack, the necessity of guard
ing' the islands already occupied, the reconnaissances and conquests
of new positions by the navy, gave occasion to affairs, generally
bloodles.~, which we shall merely enumerate here in their chrono
logical order.

The islands of Edisto had become the refuge of all the negroes
of the neig-hhorhood, who ran away from the maiu-Iand planta
tions, which had been abandoned by the whites. The latter re
turned from time to time to hunt them out., and on the 7th of
February they exchanged a few musket-shots with the Federal
gun-boat Orusadel',
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Owing: to their possession of all the islands of South Carolina,
the Federal;; maintained a strict blockade of the coast of that
SClte. Although it became every day more difficult to run this
blockade, still a ronsidemble traffic was carried on in provisions
de-tined not only for the Confederate armies, but also for the
in~'\bitanti;of Savannah and Charleston-through the numerous
inland canals which separate the;;c islands from the main land.
The Federals made great effilrts to break up this traffic, lind on
the 13th of February they seized three ves...,els laden with rice in
Bull's BlI)'.

:\Icanwhile, the operations of inveatment which wel'l~ to precede
the siege of Pulaski progressed slowly. Tybee Itiland, alreally
de:ignated for the erection of breach-battcrie;;, had been occupiell
"inee the month of Del'ember. Troops were landed on the islands
5ituated to the left of the channel of the Savannah, and one battery
wa." et'('('ted on a promontory called Venus Point, the soil of which
wa.;; firmer than that of the surrounding localities. Thia battery
was speftlily armed; and as it was abo,'e Fort Pulaski, it rendered
the communications between the defcnders of the fort and the city
of Savannah extremel~' difficult. The necessity for covering this
l)(~ition compelled Capt'lin Rodgers to establish himself perma
nently on 'Vright's River. It was impossible for him to take his
,.hip" into the Savannah, because, its waters being only navigable
during a few hours in the day, at high tide, they would ha"e
found themselves bloc·kaded in a river belonging to the enemy, the
hank" of which coulll conceal hidden dangers; bnt he took them
through the adjoining pa.<;''ieS of Venus Point and placed them
acJ'OilS thcse channels. In this manner their guns had complete
romm:md of the river; at low water the gun-boats gradually
settled in the mud, and thus formed immovable citadels. Com
modore Tatnall rome to attack them in this difficult position on
the 14th of February; but the Federals, supported by four bat
teries of field-artillery that had reeently been landed on the island,
rompelled him to retire.

Other dangers menaced the Union forces. They had constructed
"'lme slight stockades at a point where 'Vright's River becomes
!'eparated from the Savannah, in order to stop the fire-ships which
the enemy might launch against them; but they could not prevent
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him from planting torpedoes along the course of the river itself.
/ This is the first time that we meet these powerful engines of de

I fence, borrowed from the Russians, and which were soon destined
to play so important a part in the war. Furni8hed with an ex
plosive apparatus and fastened to an anchor, they floated on the
surface; consequently, they were quickly discovered by the Fed
eral launches employed in exploring the SaVannah River, and
fished up by them without receiving any injury; but the fear of
encountering some of these torpedoes between two waters was no
doubt the reason which prevented Dupont from going up the
river with his gun-boats. .

While he was fortifying himself' at Venus Point, the month of
February passed away without any other incident, except a trifling
attempt on the part of' some Hailors upon a Conferlerate batter)'
situated at Bear's Bluff, near North Edisto channel.

But Dupont was preparing an expedition which wa" to secure
him the possession of some of the most important point." on the
coast of Florida, and which we shall find at work earl)· in
March.

The Atlantic coast, south of the mouths of the Savannah as far
as the point where the peninsula of Florida commences, has the
Mme configuration as at the north as far as Charleston. Between
the continent and the open sea stretches a chain of islands of con
siderable size, and separated by numerous canals; the enormous
volume of water which the rivers of Georgia discharge into the
Atlantic has hollowerl several bayEl, of great extent and depth,
in this chain, dividing these islands into many groups. The:;.e
groups and estuaries, beginning from the Savannah Ri ver, are tht'
following: Tybee Island, a bay; then Warsaw Islandi'l, a bar;
then the Ossabaw Islands, a bay; then S1. Catharine Islands, a
hay; then Sapelo Islands, the months of the Altamaha; the islands
anrl then the Bay of St. Simon; Jekyll Island, the Bay of St.
Andrews; Cumberland Island, the Bay of S1. Mary j AmE-lill
Island, upon whi('h stands the little town of Fernandina, termi
nus of the Cedar KCY8 Railway; and finally the Bay of Xassnu.
On the coast of Florida we find only small rivers, for their flO'\'

is limited by the breadth of the peninsula, and the soil is, moreover,
80 flat that the waters find no outlet to the sea. The fertile islands
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of the CO&.'It of Georgia, formed by alluvia, are then succeeded byex
tensive sand-banks, causcd hy the deposits of the Atlantic, some
times separated from the main land, sometime!' joincd to the conti
nent and intersected by numerous inlets. The most important of
these openings, from north to sonth, are: St. John's River, sitnated
a little south of the Bay of Nassau, at the extremity of which stands
the village of Jacksonville; the port of At. Augustine, on which
is situated the city of the same name; then MORquito Inlct, near
which st.·mds the little town of New Smyrna; and finally, the two
neighboring passes, callcd Indian Rhrer and Gilhert'H Bar, by
which Hutchinson Island is bound('(l. Still farther south, the
influence of a tropical climate is gradually manifested along this
inh().~pitable coa.'!t, by coral recf.'! which rise among the sand
banks; then these disappear by d('~rees; the alluvial deposits
formed in rear of the coral chain sink lower and lower, and this
chain finally tenninlltes in a succcssion of islets and rocks, which
extend far into the sea in the dircction of Havana.

Dupont weighed anchor on thc 28th of February to take pos
session of the principal points along this coast·. The Wabash,
bearing his pennant, was followed by eightcen gun-boats, a cutter,
a transport fitted ont as a man-of-war, and six transports with
General 'Vright's brigadc on board. Gcneral Sherman a(:com
panied the expedition. On the 2d of Mareh, the flect came to
anchor in the Bay of St. Andrews. whence it was to att.'lck the
inlets of St. Mary's Bay, which were defended by Fort Clinch, a
work of considerable strength, built near Fernandina, at the same
period and on the same model as Fort Pulaski. But at the
new,j of the approach of the Federals, the Confederate troops
had abandoned this part of the coast, Cumberland Island, Fer
nandina, and even Fort Clinch, whose solid masonry could, how
e"cr, ha,'e enabled its garrison of fifte:>n hundred men to sustain
a long 8icge. Dupont had only to send a few ve.'lSels of light
draught to St. Mary's through the inland canals, which took pos
session of the town and fort without opposition. This operation
was marked by an incident unexa.mpled of it.'l kind up to the
present moment. The I".lilroad from Fernandina to Cedar Keys,
after skirting for some distance, on Amelia Island, the sheet of
water which separates it from the continent, ('rosses this sheet of



222 THE CIVIL JVAR IN AMERICA.

water over a large bridge built 011 piles. Just as the gun-boat
Ottawa was entering this lake she saw a train of cars passing
along its border with the garrison of Fernandina and its supplie'J
on board. She started in pursuit, and chased the train while it
was crossing the pile-bridge. She threw several shells after this
train, but was unable to overtake it and cut off its retrp.at. A
steamer loaded with war materials and thirteen guns wa'3 all that
fell into the hand8 of the Federals.

This easy SUCCC8S led to others. The signal for evacuating Fort
Clinch was imitated along the whole cow;t of Georgia between the
bays of Ossabaw anu St. Mary. All the white population, seizal
with panic terror, which the Confederate leaders took good care to
f{l:,ter, followed the retreat of the troops, and abandoned the plan
tations and villages along the coast to retire into the interior, or
to seek shelter in the woods. As soon as he found himself master
of Fernandina, Dnpont divided his fleet, in order to display the
Federal flag simultaneously at all the important points he could
reach. One gun-boat took possession of the little town of S1.
Mary's, and proceeded about fifty milcJ:i up the river of the same
name, the estuary of which forms the bay already mentioned.
Home of his crew were wounded by the fire of the enemy's sharp
8hoote1"8, ambushed along the beach. Captain Godon \Va" ordered
to explore the arms of the sea which separate the main laud from
the chain of islamls adjoining the cou."'t to northward, with thrc-e
gun-hoats. On the 9th of March, he had reached St. Simon'~

Bay. Two large earthworks situated at the contiguous extremi
ties of' the islands of Jykill and St. Simon commanded the en
trance of this bay on the side toward the sea. Goclon fonnd them
abandoned; the little town of Brunswick, itself situated at the
extremity of the bay, was almost deserted, but two days after, a
Federal launch, which had gone in search of provisions, WIIS at
tacked by parties of the enemy concealed in the neighboring
woods, and thus lost several men. From Brunswick the Federal
flotilla continued its course, and, passing between the island of
St. Simon and the main land, entered the vast estuary of the .Al
tamaha. Godon ascended this beautiful river as far as the small
town of Darien, where he found but few inhabitants; but one of
his ships huving broken her engine, and the ot.hers being of too
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hea....y draught, he did not dare to ....enture farther into the in
terior, and returned to the Bay of St. Simon, a central position,
whence he could easily command the whole coast of Georgia.

In the mean time, Dnpont had extcndell his conquc."ts south of
Florida; two light divi~ions were directed, oae under the OI"llers
of Lieutenant Stevens, toward the great channel called Saint
.John's Ri\'er ; the other, commanded by Dupont in person, to the
BlY of St. Augustine. The former, consisting of six light stemn
ers, after having shown itself in the Bay of Nas.'i<'lu, enkrell St.
.John's River on the 9th of March. Dupont left it at the entmnec
of this difficult bay, taking with him tIl(' second division, which
eomprised, be.-;idc.'3 the sloop lVabash, his largest gun-boats, and on
the 11th nnb his appearance in the Rty of St. Augustine. The
Confederate garrison had fled in grp.at haste, but the inhabitants
of this small town had not abandoned it. They themselves de
livered into Dnpont',.; hands Fort l\hrion, a permanent wOI"k of
masonry formerly built like Fort Clinch by the Federal govem
ment, which the raw militia of Florida had never dreamed for an
instant of defending. Dnpont took possession of it on the] 2th
of March, and found fi ve pieces of munon there.

On the same day Stevens occupiell the large village of Jack
!'On\;lh~ with as little trouble. He hall heen detained till the 11th
before the bar, which three of his gnn-boats found it very difficult
to cross. On the moming of the 12th, he aseended St. John's
River, through which the waters of the sea penetrate to the centre
of the Florida peninsula. The Confederate authorities had fled,
after setting fire to the large workshops and fine saw-mills, the
owners of which were for the most part Northern men, but the
inhabitants did not exhibit the same hostile feeling toward the
Federal sailors as those of Georgia; the doC'trine of States' rights
h1d not penetrated into this old Spanish colony; slavery had not
been developed, and the troops which landed took posse~sion of
.Jacksonville in the midst of a perfectly imliflcrent population.
Fin3lJy, by the occupation of the Mosquito Inlet passes, Dupont
completecI the work of closing the Confcderate coast to the con
traband trade which had been carried on with the English eolony
of the Bahamas. He proc~ecIeli in person to those passes with
several ships; but a detachment of Federal sailors, having pene-
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trated too far into the interior with some launches, fell into an
ambuseade on its return, on the 22d of March, ill which the com
manders of the two ves.~els who had organized this imprudent
expedition peri"hed.

Shortly after this a fatal occurrence t~ok plac'e which, without
diminishing in the least the efficacy of the blockade, teIHled to
cool the sympathies which the sight of the old national flag wns

still able to rou:"c along this coast, Aftcr four weeks of oceupa
tion, Jacksoll\'ille was e\'acuated on the 8th of April. The seizure
of this town was a mi;;take, The mission of General Sherman's
troops and Dupont's gun-boats should simply ha\'e been to close
every avenue abrninst smugglers, who mi~ht attempt to run the
maritime blockmh', It was sought to employ t!Je"e forccs to bring
back whole distriets into the Union, who"e inhabitants were ready
to rally under the flag of the stl"Onge"t, whoc\"Cr he might tw.
This action was caleulated to compromise all who had shown all.Y
interest in the Federals; this was partieularly thc ease at .Jaek:o:on
ville, where many of it", influential inhabitant" had manifc"ted a
dceidl'd de\'otion tn the Union eaU"l', They were compelled to
embark with the Federal troops, leaving all tlH'ir intcre"t" behind,
to go and ngetatc at Port HO~'al or :Xl'w York in usell':"" exile;
aIHI the new" wa" quick ly sprl'ad along thc wholc coast that the
same fate awaited all those who should display any partiality for
the Star-spangled Banne,",

~lt'anwhilp, the preparations for an attack upon Fort Pnlaski
were soon to be completed; the battl,t'ip" at V enns Point had been
rcinforced; the works on Tybee hland wet'e rapidly progre-sing,
and the gart'isons at thpse two points hall Iwen illcreased, The
Confederates felt thc ne(·(·ssity of l'Oneelltrating' all their forces for
the defenee of Savannah. Fort Jack'iOn, which had bern built
dm'ing the early stages of the \\":11' bet\\'el'n the city and Pulaski,
on the Hght bank of the river, had been enlarged and anotlwr
work ereelp(1 highf'r np, Both were mounted with powerful
guns, while the Confp(lerates had abandoned, as too far distant,
the batterie" thpy had raised a few weeks previously on Skillaway
Island to command one of the ('anals which conned Savannah
River with War"aw Sound. Some Federal launches visited
and destroyed these works on the 24th of Man'h. All the ap-
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proaches to Sanmnah by water had been closed by means of stock
ades and the hulls of ships sunk in the river. Tatnall's gun
boats were stationed above these obstacles, and since the 22d of
February there had been no communication with the garrison of
Pulaski, except by means of light boats, which came down in the
night with provisions, at the risk of being sunk while passing
before the Federal batteries situated above the fort. That of
VentL'! Point, of which we have already spoken, erected with the
grelte8t trouble in the centre of a perfect swamp, had received its
armament on the 11th of February. In order to command the
pass still more thoroughly, General Viele, who with his brigade
had char<ore of the works on the left bank of the river, succeeded
in building a small work upon a spot called Bird's Island, and
placed a few guns in it.

It was, however, on Tybee Island, south-east of Pulaski,
that the great works required for the bombardment of the fort
were being prosecuted. In order to present a correct idea of this
~ege, and its importance in a point of view illustrative of the
improvements in artillery, we must describe in a few words the
position of the work it was intended to attack.

The e::-tnary of the Savannah River is bounded on the south by
Tybee Island, and on the north by Long Island, Venus Island
and Dawfuskie Island; to the southward the coa..,t projects far
ther than to the northward, and forms the low and sandy promon
tory of Tybee, against whieh the sea break" almost incessantly,
and upon which stands the lighthouse which before the war
lighted the entrance of the river. On a line with the northern
PItremity of the coast, in the middle of the current of the Savan
nah, there are A(~veral sand-banks, formed no doubt by the meeting
and roUision of the fresh waters with the waves of the Atlantic,
upon which time has deposited a thick layer of oozy mnd. The
largest of these islets, and the nearest to the right bank, called
Cockspur hland, had been selected hy the A merican engineers as
the "jte of Fort Pulaski. The foundations of this fort had been
laid upon piles sunk, through the mud, to a great depth into the
sand. Its form was a rectilinear pentagon, its vertex turned to
the east in the direction of the open sea; it was surrounded on
(our side> by a ditch more than twenty yards in width, fnll of

VOL. II.-15
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water and mud; the entrance on the west side was protected by a
small demi-lune. The fort was constructed of solid brick, rising
to a height of eight yards ahove the level of the surrounding
soil. The four exposed sides contained a rO\v of casemated bat
teries, and were mounted with guns placed en. barbette; at the
base were built the barracks, and in the north-cast angle of the
yard was the powder magazine. Around the fort a wa.ll had
been built around a space of a few acres to protect it against
spring-tides; the other part of the little island was frequently
under water, and no landing could be effected except at two points,
situated, one at the north and the other at the south.

Captain Gillmore, of the Federal engineers, who had been sent
to make a survey of the place in the month of December, had
proposed to erect batteries on Tybee Island to hombard the fort.
It was the only point from which it could be attacked with any
chance of success; but this success was very uncertain, for the
river and the swamps which surround it rendered it impossible
to approach it nearer than sixteen hundred yards of the wall, and
this solid piece of mru:;onry seemed to dcfy all the artillery of the
besiegers at such a distance. If Fort Sumter had fallen nine
months before under the fire of Beaurcgard's guns, it was be
cause it was not prepared to sustain a siege; the Confederates had
not damaged it seriously, and its small garrison was only obliged
to capitulate in consequence of a want of provisions, and the
burning of the wooden barracks within the fort. The defenders
of Fort Pulaski had no reason to apprehcnd such casualties, and
the pr~ject of effccting a breach from a distance of sixteen hun
dred yards was an entirely new thing at that period, when rifled
guns of heavy calibre had not yet been tried against permanent
fortifications. Consequently, the Confederate'!, full of confidence
in their massive walls, suffered Colonel Rosa, with a Federal regi
ment, thc Forty-sixth New York, to establish himself quietly aD

Tybee Island.
The newly-arrived troops set themselves bravely to work. The

island is bounded north and east-that is to say, along the beach
of the open sea-by a kind of low sand-bank; this miniature
bank presents a dry and firm soil, but is only a few score metre;
wide, beyond which are encountered swamp!'l, in which the
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mud is from a foot to eigh~en inches deep. It was upon that
portion of the bank which faces north that Gillmore intended
to place his batteries, from thirty-four hundred to sixteen
hundred yards from the fort; but after having landed the ma
terials for their construction and armament near the light
hon...e, the whole had to be dragged across thc swamp in order to
protect them against the fire of the enemy. The site chosen for
the batteries most distant from the landing was l;eparated by two
miles and a half from the latter place. It became necessary
not only to drag over this entire distance the gabions, the fas
cines, the timber for platforms, the gun-carriages, the cannon,
and the mortars which were to constitute the armament of the
batteries, but to construct beforehand a causeway for the convey
~ of all this heavy material across the swamp, the ground of
which had about the consistency and elasticity of gelatine. This
preparatory labor consumed a vast quantity of stumps of trees
and bru;;hwood. After it was completed, the Federal soldiers had
another ta...,k to perform which was equally difficult. Every night,
after having assisted in landing the material on a dangerous shore
up to their waists in water, they harnessed themselves to heavy
carts loaded with a portion of the armament, dragged them
through the deep sand and along a narrow causeway, more than
5ixteen hundred yards long. At times one might see two hun
dred and fifty men striving with great difficulty to move one of
these heavy vehicles, sometimes lighted by the uncertain rays of the
moon, which gave a false appearance of firmness to the smooth
surface of the mud, sometimes bending under the gusto of wind
which caused the sea to roar along the beach, la.'lhing their faces
with the salt foam.

This work was prosecuted while the fleet, as we have remarked,
was visiting all the principal points on the coast. The necessity
of effecting all the landings at high tide, and during calm weather,
and of erecting batteries and bringing up the materials only un
der cover of night, caused ~reat delay in their complction. The
Forty-sixth New York, however, which was the first to land, was
800n reinforced; Colonel Terry, who acquired so much distinction
at a later period by the capture of Fort Fisher, had joined it
with the Seventh Connecticut, a few other companies of volun-
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teers and a detachment of sappers and miners. Gillmore, who
had been appointed brigadier-general, stimulated by his example
and confidence the ardor of all around him. .

About this time the importance of the operations of which
this coast was the theatre determined the President to make it an
independent department. He placed it in charge of General
Hunter, a meritorious officer, cool and resolute, who had the
reputation of possessing great good. sense and experience, and
whom we have already seen at work in Missouri. General Ben
ham proceeded to Tybee to assume command of the troops assem
bled there, and all those stationed south of the Savannah River;
General Viele, who was placed under him, continued to direct
the special operations on the left bank of the river.

Hunter arrived at Tybee soon after his appointment. It was
now the beginning of April, and by the 8th of that month the
works were entirely completed. Eleven batteries, constructed of
Band, gabions and dry mud, were erected on the beach, those
nearest to the fort facing north~t and the others nearly due
east. A canal, called Lazaretto Creek, which empties into the
river near the point where the first batteries stood, covered them
against any attack that might be made by the Confederates, com
ing down the right bank.' But the latter might· have tried to
overthrow them by directing against them the fire of the heavy
guns of Fort Pulaski; although they were as well masked as was
practicable, it is difficult to believe that the small garrison and its
brave commander, Colonel Olmstead, had not perceived them. It
is to be supposcd, therefore, that he was anxious to spare his ammu
nition, and that he looked upon the sixteen hundred yards which
sepamted him from the assailant.'! as an ample guarantee of his
safety.

Many persons among the Federals participated in this opinion;
and although Gillmore relied chiefly upon his rifled guns, which
he had pO!'tcd as near the fort as possible, to produce really de
structive effects, he had dcemed it nec~ssary to support their fire
by that of numerous mortar", and a few of those large smooth
bore shell-guns constructed for the navy, and called columbiads.
The following was the armament of his batteries, beginning at
the east with the one most remote from the fort: the first, at th~
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thousand four hundred yards, three thirteen-inch mortars; the
second, at three thousand two hundred yards, three thirteen-inch
mortal"8; the third, at three thousand one hundred yards, three teo
inch columbiads; the fourth, at three thousand and forty-five
yards, three eight-inch columbiads; the fifth, at two thousand
E-(',-en hundred and fifty yards, one thirteen-ineh mortar; the
!':.rth, at two thousand five hundred and fifty yards, three thirteen
inch mortars; the seventh, at two thousand four hundred yards,
two thirteen-inch mortars; the eighth, at one thousand seven hun
dred and fifty yards, three ten-inch columbiads, and one eight
inch; the ninth, at one thousand l:lix hundred and seventy yards,
five thirty-pounder Parrotts and one forty-eight poun1ler James
(old twenty-four); the tenth, called the McClellan battery, at
one thousand six hundred and fifty yards, two James eighty-four
pounders (old forty-two) and two sixty-four pounders (old
thirty-two); the eleventh, at one thousand six hundred and fifty
yards, four ten-inch siege mortars. The siege artillery, therefore,
comprised nine thirteen-inch mortars, seven ten-inch ditto, six
ten-inch columbiads, four eight-inch ditto, two of James' forty
two pounders, two thirty-two and one twenty-four ditto, and
five Parrott's thirty pounders, making in all twenty-six smooth
bore and ten rifled guns; among these ten, only the first four
named were really of a powerful calibre. The last three bat
teries, placed side by side, were connected by a trench, each
ha,"ing magazines and splinter-proof shelters.

At daybreak, on the 10th of April, a small boat br.arillg a
flag of truce was seen to leave the coast near the lighthouse, to
proceed toward the fort, and to go back immediately. It had
srarrely returned when Hunter gave the signal for the bombard
ment to commence; the garrison had refused the summons to sur
render. All wa." ready in the Federal batteries, and every man
was at his post. The large m!lrtars, which were most distant,
fired, with a charge of fourteen pounds, shells containing seven
pounds of powder, the trajectory of which was described in twenty
two seconds. The columbiads of the distant batteries wcre in
clined at an angle of twenty degrees, so as to give a curvcd fire;
they used a eharge of seventeen pounds of powder, and the length
of fuse was twenty seconds. The shells of these guns were to
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pass over the parnpet and reach the interior of the fort. The
other pieces, plared in Batteries 8, 9 and 10, were to effect
a breach and dismount the enemy's artillery. The ten-inch ccr
lumbiads, enormous cast-iron guns, elsewhere described, were to
throw solid shot with a charge of twenty pounds; the powerful
effect of such a charge of powder applied to so heavy a projeetile
was to make its trajectory almost a right line, which enabled it to
strike the walls with full force, the elevation of the gun being
only five degreE'S. The James gUDS of the McClellan battery
also fired solid shot at an angle of four degreffi, hut with charges
of only eight and ~ix pounds; the other rifled pieces, of a smaller
calibre, were to throw shells into the barbette-battery of the fort
at an angle of forty degrees. The point designated to be breached
WlL'l that portion of the south-castern face nearest to the south
angle, for an opening effectro at this point would have enabled the
Federal projectilcs to reach the powder magazine inside of the fort.

The bombardment lastro the whole of the 10th. The fire of
the Federal guns, served with great zeal by the same troops that
had placed them in battery, was well sustained, and was quite
exact; when it ceased at night, after having continued for nine
hours and a half, more than three thousand projectiles had fallen
upon thc fort. The mortars, brought up with so much trouble,
did not produce very satisfactory results; their fire was uncertain,
and the shells which struck the fort had but little effect. Four
of the columbiad" had their trunnions broken under the shock of
the heavy charges of powder they had been compelled to bear.
But the others, and the guns of the McClellan battery, had be
haved extremely well; the beginning of a breach appeared at the
angle which had been designated as their point of fire; two bar
bette guns and three in the casemates had been silenced.

The Confedemtc.'! had responded with great vigor during the
entire day; and if nobody had heen hurt by their fire, they had
not up to that time had a single man wounded 011 their side. They
were therefore full of confidence, and employed the night in re
moving their artillery, to concentrate it'! fire on the Tybee batter
ies, which they hoped to demolish on the morrow. General Viele
had indeed endeavored to divert their attention by causing the
cannon at Venus Point to fire upon the fort; but the distflDCC was
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too great, and the batteries he had constructed nearcr, on Long
Island and Turtle Island, could not be armed, M they were only
to be approached by water, at the risk of being sunk in the pas
sage by the enemy's guns. It was on the lOtilthat the Federals
were able to convey some cannon to the place under cover of the
bombanlment.

On the morning of the 11th, the wind was blowing so hard a.'l
to atrect the course of the projectiles; and when the Federal offi
cers reopened fire about seven o'clock, they anxiously asked each
other what the result would be. But the James guns soon gave
proof of their power and precision; the breach began to widen
around one of the embrasures; at ten o'clock the arches of the
casemate were uncovered, and the two adjoining embl"'dSures were
in a crumbling conclition. The large columhiads co-operated in
shattering the masonry, which had been riddled by the conical
projectiles; the entire wall which masked the cru;emates in front
of the three embrasures tumbled down at noon, thus forming an
almost practicable ramp from the ditch. While these projectiles
were completing the work of destruction, the conical shells pene
trated through the open casemates, striking in the vicinity of the
powder magazine, the locality of which was perfectly known to
the Federals. The timber blindage which had been placed over
it was not sufficitmt to protect the fifty thousand pouncls of pow
der which it still contained, and it might blow up at any moment.
By prolonging the defence the garrison was therefore uselessly
exposing itself to inevitable destruction, for the Federals were
already examining the breach to ascertain if it was practicable;
their launches were being got in readiness; the ditch would soon
be filled up; and nothing could then prevent the assailants from
landing on the island and entering en masse through a breach
too large for the small number of its defenders. Consequently,
Colonel Olmstead, who had gallantly done his duty, hoisted the
white flag at two o'clock. It was precisely a year, to the very
day and hour, since Beauregard had fired the first cannon-shot
agairn;t Fort Sumter.

The Confederate garrison, which surrendered a.., prisoners, con
sisted of twenty-three officers and three hundred and sixty men
of the First Georgia; it had had three men wounded. Only one
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man had heen killed on the side of the Federals. On that very
evening Gillmore hoisted the Federal flag over the walls which
his guos had just battered. The capture of the fort, \vith the
forty-seven guns constituting its armament, was not the most im
portant result obtained by this distinguished officer. In proving
that rifled guns of medium calibre could easily effect a breach in
the thickest masonry, at a distance of sixteen hundred yards,
he had caused the art of sieges to take a great stride in advance.
The Parrott guns had as osual been uncertain in their aim; that
of the James cannon had, on the contrary, been excellent.

When the news of the capture of the fort reached Savannah,
where for the last two days the inhabitants had been anxiously
listening to the booming of cannon, the greatest une'dSiness pre
vailed; but the stockades supported by the flotilla, and by two
forts which they had had time thoroughly to arm, constituted an
obstacle which the Federal fleet could not well surmount. It did
not make the attempt to force it, but contented itself with the
pOBSession of the lower waters of the river. The chief advantage
it derived from the capture of Pulaski was the not having to
blockade the entrance of the Savannah River in future, as the
fort, which was promptly repaired, closed it effectually henceforth
against the foreign contraband steamers.

Notwithstanding the reverse they had just sustained, the Con
federates were fully determined not to permit their adversaries to

approach Savannah and penetrate into the interior. They kept a
roreful guard over all the points through which the Federal troops
stationed on Tybee Island might try to obtain a foothold on the
continent. Thus it happened that on the 17th of April the
Eighth Michigan, having been sent on a reconnaissance in the
Wilmington ronal, soon found itself in the presence of an
enemy ready for battle. These troops had hardly landed from
the steamers whieh ha.d brought them when they were 8.."'3ailed
by the Thirteenth -Georgia, which drove them back at the first
encounter. Fortunately for them, the Federals, being but slightly
pressed, were able to rally, and even to repulse the assailants, and
they hastened to re-embark, after having had ten men killed and
thirty-fi VI.' wounded.

The task of the fleet, however, and of the small detachments
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scattered along the COIlst, was henceforth confined to the exercise
of a kind of police duty, designed to prevent the enemy from
gradually recapturing the belt of islands and canals which had
breD so easily delivered up to the Federals, and which now sepa
rated him entirely from the sea. Hence the vast number of small
expeditions and disconnected reconnaissances, having no other ob
ject in view than to explore some new channel, to prevent the
erection of some hattery, to wreak vengeance for an ambusrode, or
to <'llptnre any trading craft still sailing in those inland waters.
'We shall confine ourselves to a brief enumeration of some of
the;e minor operations.

The gun-boat Crusader was specially detailed to wateh the Bay
of North Edisto. On the 19th of April, Commander Rhind
landed with a few soldiers near the Seabrook plantation for the
purpose of hunting out some of the enemy's sharpshooters who
had frequently troubled him; he met them and dispersed them
after a slight skirmish, in which he had three men wonnded.
On the 29th of April, he went up Dawhoo River to destroy a
battery of two guns which the enemy had plaeed Oil that stream.
After receiving the fire of these two guns, which did him no injury,
he landed, and finding them abandoned rendered them unfit for
service. A field-battery, with a few sharpshooters concealed in
the woods, was waiting for him at a turn in the river a little
lower down; the Federal commander had foreseen this ambuscade,
and ~';sed the dangerous point without losing a single man.

In the mean while, two gun-boats at the other extremity of
the line of the coast, ()C('upied by Dupont, were trying to remedy
the bad etrect produced by the evacuation of Jacksonville, by
making their appearance e"ery three or four days before that tow II ;

they even sailed up St. John's River several times, and procecded
as far &'l Picolata, on a line with St. Augustine.

Each of the naval stations established in the principal bays
along the coast organized expeditions similar to those of which
Korth Edisto Sound and the entrance of St. John's River had
been the point of departure. A foreign brig having run the
blockade to reaeh Sapelo Sound, two of the gun-boats stationed
at that point, the Wamsulta and the Potomska, followed her into
Riceboro' River; they proceeded thirty miles up this river; but
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after steaming that distance, they were at last informed, near the
village of Dorchester, that this vessel had been burned. In coming
down the river two Federal sailors were killed on the deck of the
Wamsutla by the enemy's sharpshooters.

No demonstration had been attempted on the side of CharlE'S
t~m, the approaches to which were known to be too well defended
to be seized and occupied by small detachments. Consequently,
the naval division charged to observe the waters of South Carolina
confined itself to the task of blockading as strictly as possible
the entrance of this great port, which the famous stone flt:et had
in no way ob~tructed, as we have before observed. The monotony
of this duty was broken on the 13th of May by a remarkable
incident, showing what assistance the Federals might expect from
that portion of the colored population-unfortunately, not very
numerous-which had not been entirely brutalized by field-slavery.
The Planter wa.'! a small steamer carrying two guns which hap
pened to be in the port of Charleston, and which General Riple~',

who was in charge of the defences of the bay, made use of, both
in his tours of inspection, and for transporting soldiers and fTW.U
riel of war. She was commanded by a white officer, but the
pilot, named Robert Small, the engineer and fireman were mu
latto slaws. On the morning of the 13th, the vC8.'Jel had just
shipped four guns of heavy calibre, destined for the armament of
exterior works. She was lying at the wharf under steam; the
whites, for .'lome reason or other, had all gone ashore. The pilot
Small perecived this, and a bold idea immediately pas'Jed through
the mind of this slave, whose master thought he had a right ro
control and to employ for his profit not only his body, but also
his intelligence. He suddenly gave the signal for departure; he
was obeyed as usual. There were with him seven men, five
women and three children on board, all colored. Naturally
enough, there was no one among them to offer any opposition to
a design which the absence of the whites rendered it easy ro
fathom; and as the inhabitant'J were accustomed to see the Planter
going and coming in the harbor, the authorities of the port enter
tained no suspicion. Guided by Small, she thus passed before all
the forts, displaying the Confederate flag and that of South Caro
lina, and exchanged the usual salute and signals with the lookout.
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When the latter discovered that she was outside of the port and
had substituted a white flag for the war ensign, it was too late;
aod befure his late masters had realized the hold stroke he had just
accomplished, Small was iu the midst of the Federal fleet, which
was greatly astonished to l'tlCeive the unexpected gift of a steamer
foll)' equipped from the hands of this daring and intelligent
negro.

The services of this new pilot were soon made a\'ailable on
the ooast of South Carolina, with which he was perfectlyacquaint
ed. These services were the more important because Hunter and
Dupont intended to take advantage of the propitious season of·the
year to undertake the siege of Charleston; the capture of Pulaski
encouraged them to do this; and as they had met with no serious
resistance anywhere' else on the coast, it was easy for them to col
lect a sufficient number of men for that purpose. But it was
necessary first of all, on the one hand, to get possession of some
of the islands in the vicinity of Charleston as stations for troops,
and on the other hand to make the blockade more stringent along
that portion of the coast situated between this city and North
Carolina, which had hitherto been less strictly guarded by the
Federal Beet.

On the 20th of May, three gun-boats, detached from the di
vision which blockaded Charleston, entered the Bay of Stono
River, south of the city, under the pilotage of Robert Small, de
stroyed an old fort which the Confederates had built, and subse
quently abandoned, at Legareville, and took a few prisoners. The
chief result of the expedition was to secure a safe anchorage for
the Federal fleet in that bay, and an easy point of debarkation
for th(' troops who were to operate against Charleston. General
Hunter resolved to avail himself of these ad\rantages to attempt
against the forts which commanded the entrances to Charleston
the manoouvre which had proved so successful in the attack upon
Pula..,ki. The Bay of Charleston is separated from Stano River
at the South by a group of islands, which strongly resemble those
of Tybee, being, like the latter, encircled by canals, which are the
means of communication between the two bays. The most im
portant are Morris and Folly, bordered by the sea, which will
playa prominent part in the history of the !:liege of Charleston,
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and back of these, surrounded hy a large belt of marshes, James
Island, covered with villages and cultivated fields. The Federals
hoped that, by taking possession of this island and the mnals
which enclose it, they would be able to penetrate into the bay,
which serves as a harbor to the cradle of secession, without hav
ing to pass under the fire of Sumter, Moultrie and the forts that
General Ripley had built a ycar before in front of the principal
entrance of this bay.

On the 29th of May, the large gun-boat Pawnee entered
Stono River, notwithstanding the difficulties of the bar, against
which she struck more than twenty tilDes, and everything was
ready at the southern extremity of James Island for the reception
of the troops with which General Hunter expected to commence
the siege of those forts. They soon began to arrive in small de
tachments, some from the group of the St. Helena Islands, where
the main body of Hunter's forces was still cantoned, othel"8 from
Tybee, the garrison of which, since the mpture of Pulaski, had
become useless, and others still from many small Southern sta
tions. This concentration was not without inconvenience, for it
stripped many of the points which it would have been judicious
to hold; the Confederates recovered possession of many planta
tions they had abandoned, and practiced the most cruel reprisals
against the fugitives negroes who had sought refuge nnder the
regis of the Federal flag. But everything was made subservient
to the necessities of the expedition, from which so great a result
was anticipated as the capture of Charle",ton. The Confederates,
who had evacuated the neighborhood of the deep waters of Stono
River for fe.'lr of the large gun-boats of the enemy, had removed
their lines of defences a little farther hack, so as to shut the Fed
erals within the flat and damp lands forming the southern extrem
ity of James Island. The right of this line rested on the upper
part of Stono River, and its left upon the Secession Creek canal,
near the village of Sccessioll\'ille; it con~isted of several batteries
strongly armed. General Evans established himself the'c with
three or four thousand men, pushing his pickets to within a few
pares of the encampments of the Federal army. The latter,
which had landed few men at a time, found its numbers com
plete about the 10th of June; it was from seven to eight thousand
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strong, and comprised the two divisions of Generals Wright and
Stevens, with the independent brigade of Colonel Williams, the
whole being under the command of General Benham. Hunter
came to spend a few days among his troops, but he soon arrived
at the conclusion that to isolate the forts situated on Morris Isl
and. by reaching the Bay of Charleston, would not be sullh an
PaS)" matter as the investment of Pulaski. Prudence required
that the Federals should remain in their positions until, with the
aid of the fleet, they could extend their lines upon the islands
which bordered the sea, and commence regular siege operations
against the forts.

But no sooner had Hunter returned to Port Royal than Ben
ham, deceived by false reports, and carried away by unreflecting
ardor, determined to mrry the entrenchments in front of him by
a roup de main in order to gain possession of the dry and culti
vated land extending beyond. He selected the works of Seces
sionville as the point of attack, in conse<plence, no douht, of the
8Upport he expected to receive from the gun-boats. This was
taking the bull by the horns.

The country residences constituting the hamlet of Seccs.'iionville
are situated near the Secession Creek mnal, which connects the
Bay of Charleston with that of Stono, and stand upon the ex
tremity of a strip of land which extencls into the midst of vast
swamps. Enveloped at the east by Secession Creck, this penin
sula is boundeJ on the west by a I'trealll called St. John'>! Creck,
which, running in a north-westerly direetion, loses itself in these
same !>\Vamps. It connects with the firm land of James Island,
in a ridge which rises to an elevation of several yards above the
surrounding low lands, extending in a straight line for a distance
of about a mile and a quarter in the direction of Stono River.
The Confederates had stationed themsclve.., on this isthmus a little
in front of Seressionville, at a point where it does not excl-'Cd two
hund~ yards in breadth. A large redoubt, called Buttery La
mar, with a profile of nine feet and a ditch two yards wide, rose
above the ridge, which it C'ommanded for a long distance; it was
armed with a gun of heavy calibre, and had beside.., platforms for
!!everal field-pieces; two breastworks, forming a curtain, descended
to the right anel left, resting upon thiekets, by which the swamp>!
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were bounded on both sides. Back of this line there were other
breastworks and rifle-pits, which overlooked the interior of the
redoubt. The latter was covered in front by large abatis; but a
little beyond, the peninsula was intersected by two transversa]
hedges, with barupu1ie and double ditch, capable of affording
sheltMr to the assailants. The ground, formerly devoted to cotton
rai:;ing, was deeply ravined by trans\'ersal furrows. Colonel La
mar occupied this position with one or two regiments. The
remainder of Evans' troops had been posted by Gilneral Pember
ton, who was in charge of the defence of Charleston, upon the
summit of a slight prominence in the ground, which, originating
back of St. John's Creek, extended across the whole island, com
manding the entire conntry as far as the Federal camps, situated
between four and a half and five miles from Secessionville.

Benham, thinking that he would be able to surprise the enemy
in these positions, put his troops in motion on the 16th of June,
at two o'clock in the morning. Stevens' division, numbering
three thousand four hundred men, was to make an assault upon
Battery Lamar, while a few gun-boats, ascending Secession Creek,
were to attack them in the rear. Wright's division and 'Villiams'
hrigade were charged to cover the left flank of the assailant"
against any offensive movement from the rest of the enemy's line.

The troops were on the march at the appointed hour, 'the Eighth
Michigml forming the advance of Stevens' division. Although
the Conf'pderates had got wind of this movement, and although,
anticipating the attack, Evans had sent reinforcements to the de
fenders of Secessionville, which raised their number to three thou
sand, the latter allowed themselves to be taken completely by sur
prise, and their grand guards were captured without resistance. The
Union troops, young and inexperienced, behaved like veterans in
this first attack, owing probably to their very ignorance of the
danger they had to encounter. They advanced with the bayonet
without firing a shot, and had already passed the last hedge, situated
some five hundred yards from the work, before its defenders had
become aware of their approach. Colonel Lamar had scarcely col
lected a few men, and fired his siege-gun once, when the assail
ants were already in the ditch. One of the most sanguinary close
C'.ombats was engaged 011 the parapet itself; it was five o'clo(·k in
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the morning, the day was hot, foggy and damp; the combatants
were soon enveloped in dense smoke. The boldest among the
Federals had penetrated into the entrenchments, and planted on
them the flag of the Eighth Michigan, but they could not capture
the redoubt, the guns of which, loaded with grape, swcpt the sum
mit of the ridge, and opened several gaps in the ranks of the
regiments which Stevens had sent to their assistance; these rein
forcemenfB became separated, and could only reach the enemy's
works by following the edge of the swamps. The gun-boats had
not advanced far enough to enfilade the Confederate works, but
bombarded them from a distance without effect. The troops
posted in the second line opened a murderous fire upon the Fed
erals; the latter were driven back into the ditch, and after a
struggle of half an hour they were <:ompelled to retire and seek
~helter behind the first hedge.

The attack had failed. Stevens, however, did not give up
~he contest; he &lnt for succor to Benham, who had remained
with Wright's column, and had not met the enemy. This general
despatched Williams' brigade, which, crossing St. John's Creek,
came to take position on the western prolongation of the Confed
erate entrenchments, and opened an enfilading fire upon their de
fenders, while the only serviceable gun in Stevens' possession
wntinued·to cannonade the redoubt. The brave Lamar had been
seriously wounded, and a large number of men had fallen by hi:;
side; his position was becoming critical, when two regiments,
sent by Evans to cover his right, encountered \Villiams, arrested
his flank movement, and at the same time the Confederate field
pieces, posted en potence, riddled them with shell. Benham,
deeming it impossible to carry by main foree a position so well
defended, gave at last the signal for retreat.

This was the first time that the small army whieh had been
operating on the coast for the last seven months had a serious en
gagement with it.~ adversaries. It was a costly trial. The losses
amounted to nearly six hundred men, comprising more than sixty
officers; they fell chiefly upon two or three regiments, whieh had
been decimated in less than half an hour, during the first attack;
the Eighth ~lichigan had lost two-fifths of its whole force. This
encounter reflected more credit upon the courage of the soldiers
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on both sides than UpOll the dispositions made by their chiefs.
One had thrown forward his troops within a space which was
constantly becoming narrower, against works before which they
could not even deploy, and which he ought to have endeavored
to turn by the left; the other had suffered himself to be taken
completely by surprise. The Confederates lost two hundred and
seven men in this affair.

The Federals, having returned in sadness to their camp, were
soon ordered to re-embark, and were again scattered in different
directions. All idea of an attack upon Charleston was abandoned,
and the navy remained alone to watch Stono River, in view of
Gertain operations which were postponed until the following year.

No feat of arms of any interest occurred along that coast after
the battle of Secessionville until the beginning of July, a period
at which we must interrupt this portion of our narrative.

On the 7th of April, the gun-boat Onward entered the waters
of Bull's Bay, and stationed herself there for the purpose of
closing this anchorage against the contraband trade; she found
an abandoned work on BuB's Island, situated at the extremity
of the bay.

On the 21st of June, the gun-boat OrusadRr, piloted by Robert
Small, destroyed, at the inner extremity of North Edisto Bay, 8

battery situated on the heights of Simon's Bluff, which the Con
federates abandoned after firing a few musket-shots.

The naval operations north of Charleston were equally unim
portant.

On the 21st of May, the gun-boat AlbaJ,r088 had entered the
deep estuary called Winyaw Bay, between Charleston and Cape
Fear, at the inner extremity of which stands the little town of
Georgetown. This place had become one of the resorts of block
aUc-ruuners; but the Federals pucountered 110 opposition. They
made their appearance in front of the pier, without landing, sailed
up and down the bay and rivers which empty into it, picked up
eighty fugitive negroes, and destroyed a few works which thc Con
federates had mounted with wooden guns ill order to intimidate
them; the Albatro88 remained in the bay, so as to render its block
ade more effective.

During the six months which we have considered in this chap-
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ter, the fleet captured several vessels, nearly all English, which it
would take too much space to enumerate here; and the increasing
high priL'e paid for every article imported from Europe into the
Southern States proved that the blockade was at last strictly
maintained.

In the midst of these operations there occurred a political inci
dent which roused more commotion in the North than most
of the insignificant engagements we have just been relating. We
allude to Hunter's proclamation abolishing slavery in the three
States nominally under his jurisdiction-a proclamation which
was condemned by the House of Representati\'es and repudiated
by President Lincoln. 'Ve shall, however, confine ourselves in
thi8 place to a simple specification of its date, with the intention
to speak of it in another chapter, when we shall take occasion to
re\;ew all the political events which marked the year 1862, and to
point out the progress made by the cause of abolition during
that period.

VOL. 11.-15



BOOK III.-MARYLAND.

CHAPTER 1.

CEDAR MOUNTAIN.

WE must return to the theatre of war in Virginia. It will be
remembered that we left the army of the Potomac at Har

rison's Landing, resting after the seven days' battle, and Lee
leading hack his own forces to the neighborhood of Richmond.
A month had elapsed since Mr. Lincoln, landing on the banks
of the James, had COllle to consult with General Mc>Clellan rela
tive to the plans of the forthcoming campaigns; it was now the
8th of Al~gust. During this period only il few skirmishes had
disturbed the silence and inaction that succceded the great marches
and desperate struggles which the month of June had witnessed.
Everything, however, seemed to indicate that a new crisis was at
hand. A Federal army about fifty thousand strong, called the
army of Virginia, was concentrated on the eastern slope of the
Blue Ridge, between the two branches of the Rappahannock.
Jackson was preparing to attack it at the head of three divisions.
Farther to the south, Lee still occupied Richmond with the re
mainder of his army. At Harrison's .Landing the constant com
ing in amI going out of transports, shipping war materials, ~1\Talry
and the wounded, together with. the preparations for departure
ostensibly going on in the camps, denoted an early movement on
the part of the army of the Potomac. It was indeed about to
make a start, but only to turn its back upon the enemy. Acting
ill obedience to superior orders, its chief would be compelled, in
spite of his protest, to take it back to Fortress Monroe; he was
about to abandon the position he had conquered on the James
after so many sacrifices, which the victorious enemy could not
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wrest from him. .A.. few words will suffice to explain thi!l strange
result.

We have seen how the personal ambition, the jealousy and the
unwarranted alarms, which at the time of the embarkation of the
arm.y of the Potomac had conspired to exercise a fatal influence
o\'"er Mr. Lincoln's mind, had since continued to embarrass Mc
Clellan. After having kept McDowell back for the defence of
Washington, the President and his Secretary of War, who was as
great a novice as himself in such matters, had uudertaken to di
rect the campaign from the recesses of their cabinet. We know
the reiult. The three small independent armies of McDowell,
Banks and Fremont, formed at the expense of the reinforcements
intended for the army of the Potomac, had becn beaten in detail.
While Jackson was stealing away to repair to Gaines' Mill, the
[nion generals were only occupied in the reorganization of their
troop;;., exhausu'<l by forced marches and useless countermarches.
lIeDowell returned, but too late, to his positions at Fredericks
burg, on the Rappahannock; Banks concentrated his forces near
Lurn,\'. Fremont remained in 'Vest Virginia, whither he had re
turned immediately after the unfortunate expedition of Cross Keys.
Meanwhile, the President, a man of modesty and good sense, had
very soon discovered the error he had committed in attempting to
din'ct the complicated movements of several armies from 'Vash
in",ltWn; but in..,tead of securing unity of direction by re."toring
General McClellan to supreme authority over all the troops des
tined to operate against Richmond, he summoned General Pope
from the 'Vest, and placed the corps of McDowell, Banks and
Fremont under his command. The latter, refusing to serve under
an ofD<..'er who was his inferior in rank, transferred the command
of his troops to Sigel. It was now thc 26th of June, the day of
the battle of Mechaniesville. Shortly after, Mr. Lincoln revived
the rank of commander-in-chief of all the Federal armies, of
which he had stripped McClellan just as he was taking the field;
but not wishing to reinstate that general, he conferred the office
upon Halleck. The brilliant SUCCt'SSCS of the armies of the West
had won the admiration of all ~en; these succcssps were sup
pot;ed to be due to the superiority of those armies over Eastern
troops, and in taking their general8 it was thought that they
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would bring victory with them. But the President was extrem.ely
ill advised j from those armies, which numbered among their gen
erals a Grant, a Sherman, a MacPherson,.a Sheridan, he selected
Halleck and Pope for the snpreme command.

General Pope inaugurated his assumption of the command hy
a general order, in which he expressed his personal views regard
ing strategy in language which was offell,;ive not only to his pre
decessors, but to the soldiers whom he addressed. " I desire,H he
said, "that you will dismii"s from your minds certain phrases
which I am sorry to find much in vogue amoug you. I constantly
hear of strong positions to be captured and occupiel, of lines
of retreat and hasps of suppliC8. Let us discard such ideas."
Pope himself proclaimed that it was no longer his t.'l.Sk to cover
"\Vashington while the army of the Potomac was making an
offensive campaign against Richmond. He would adopt the plan
of campaign favored by Mr. Lincoln in opposition to that of
landing on the peninsula of Virginia, and by following the land
route he expected to entRr Richmond before General McClellan,
to show the latter how much he had been mistaken in advancing
hy way of Yorktown and Williamsburg. The Federal troops
destined to operate against the Confederate mpital were, therefore,
divided into two armies, one numbering ninety, the other fifty
thousand men, unable to form a junction, and separated from each
other by all the enemy's forces. Such a dangerous situation could
not be allowed to continue. Halleck was well convinced of this j

but instead of falling back upon McClellan's pIan of assuming a
strictly defensive attitude, and of bringing back the troops charged
with the defence of 'Vashington to the banks of the PotomaC', in
order to render the reinforced army of the Potomac perfcetly free
in its movements, he added his own persuasions to the represen
tations of those who were already asking the President to &'\Crifice
the conquered positions near Riehmond to the plan of campaign
which the new general contemplated mrrying into effect. The
committee appointed by Congress to report on the conduct. of the
war, not satisfied with exercising exclusive judgment o\'er ac

'complished facts, was always interfering with the management of
military affairs. Pope t'Ontrived to humor their prejudices by
attacking McClellan, and to flatter their vanity by submitting for
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their approval plan;; of campaign, which he took good care not to
execute when the occasion presented itsdf.*

In this way he gained the support of the committee. :Mr.
Lincoln was beset by those who, in the name of public interest,
were urging him to consolidate the two armies of Virginia and
the Potomac by bringing the latter back to the line of the R:11l
pahannock. The President resi;;tcd a long time. Indced, on the
OOOI.5iQll of his interview with ~IcClellan at Harrison's LandiQg',
the latter had so thoroughly demonstrated the importance of that
position, that he went back fully determined to allow the chief
.)f the army of the Potomac full freedom of action. But Gen
eral Halleck had claimed £Or himself, as commander-in-chief, the
exchL.,ive direction of all the armies in the field, and :Mr. Lin
e,)ln, conscious of his own incompetency, submitted to this new
authority. All the measures taken for placing the army of the
Potomac in a condition to resume the offensive were immediately
altered. Burnside had brou6ht seven thonsanli men to Fort
)[cmroe from Newberne; four thomnnd more, taken away from
Hunter, had joined him at Hampton Roads from Beaufort; this
important reinforcement was temporarily detained, and landed on
the sand-beach of Newport News; no assistauee was even sent to
the waters of the James to repair the ordinary losses which sick
~ entails upon all large armies; and :McClellan, reduced to a
~ubordinate command, remained a.'l totally ignorant of the part

"This is the language he use,1 (Report of the Ccmmiltee on the Cond'lCt of
lilt War, vol. L, p. 2i6 and following): "I propose to defend Washington, not
by keeping on the defensive, nor hy fortifying in front of the enemy, but by •
placing myself on his flanks, and attacking him day and night as soon as he
Iwo~ the Rappahannock, until either his forces or mine are destroyed.
With my troops thus disposed, althou~h I have I'ut forty-three thousand men,
I ~hould have no fear of seeing the enemy reach Washington, e\'en though he
had eighty thousand men. By placing myself upon the enemy's flanks, if he
has only furty or fifty thousand men, I can beat him. If he has seventy or
fight~· thou"3nd men, I shall attack his /lanks and eompel him to follow me into
the mountains to get rid of n1lJ which, I suppose, is precisely what you won1<l
like.... I doubt if the enemy can come even 80 far as Fredcricksbnrg." (Jua·

riot. by JI/'. Chimdler.-" If you had had the army which Wlll\ here on the 1st of
March. more than two hunrlrcd thousand strong, do you sllppllse that anythinl{
could have prevented you from marching from here to Xew Orleans?" A1l8wer.-
• I think not."
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reserved for his troops as the. humblest of his soh-Hers. It even
appeared as if ·~neral Halleck had made it a duty to cause him
to feel the inferiority of his new position, by addressing to him
the most severe reproaches whenever the letter of his ordel'8, fre
quently impossible to execute, was not carried out. An instance
of this kind will show how far this hostile feeling was prejudicial
to the welfare of the service. This occurred at the time when the
aJiny of the Potomac was abont to begin it~ retreat. It \Va.... of
the utmost imporL'lnce that it should reach Aquia Creek in time
to support Pope against Lee's demonstrations. Halleck was urg
ing haste, but there wa..., a want of ships for its transportation.
The telegraph did not extend as far as Harrison's Landing, and
the public service consequently suffered on account of this inter
ruption. McClellan, wishing to regulate and expedite the em
barkation of his troops, came down the river James one day, and
went into the telegraph offiec at the extremity of the line for the
purpose of puttiug himself in direct communication with Hal
leck. On receiving this summons, the latter merely stepped into
the 'Vashington office to write a despatch of four lines, and went
out immediately, without waitiug for an answer, leaving the clerk
to communieate his abrupt departure to McClellan, who returned
to his headquarters without having been able to procure the tele
graphic audiellee to obtain which he had travelled one hundred
aud fifty mile.".

The soldiers were beginning to feel even more impatient than
their commander. The army of the Potomae, recovered from its
fatigues, numbered about ninety thousand men in marching con
dition. Its pre.~ence alone on the borders of the James doomed
Lee's troops to inactivity, for with such a neighbor the latter
could not think of uncovering his capital to go and crush Pope
on the Rapidan. This army, however, could not be allowed to
remain any longer stationary on the unhealthy banks of the grt>at
Virginia river. It WR.'l indispeui'lable either to withclraw it or
to give it the means to move forward. On the 25th of July, Hal
leek went at last to discnss this question with McClellan. The
latter, with a sagacity which wa.'l to receive a striking vindication
at a later period, pointed out to Halleck on the ~ap the position
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of Petersburg,* and prop<l8OO to him to seize it by crossing over
to the south bank of the James. Once master of this point, he
could cut the communimtions of Richmond with the south, and
secure the fall of the capital without having to attack it in front.
He was thus foreshadowing the plan followed precisely by Grant
in the Ill.'Jt campaign of the war; and when Halleck, according to
his own statement, rejected it lI.'J dangerous and impracticable, he
little foresaw the events which, two years later, so completely be
lied his predictions. The commander-in-chief, however, informc<l
McClellan that the President authorized him to make a direct
attack upon Richmond if a reinforcement of twenty thousand
men would snffice him for that operation; otherwise, the army
was to leave the peninsula and join Pope. After some hesitation
~IcClellan declared himself ready to undertake the attack on those
ronditions; and while Burnside Wll.'J returning to hiA troops for
the purpose of bringing them over to him, he made active prepa
rations for re:;uming the offensive.t Nevertheless, while prosecut
ing this work, he conld not help regretting the ,niggardly manner
in which the forces placed at his disposal for this great enterprise
had been measured, and he was too frank to conceal his regrets
from his superiors. Writing to Halleck on the 26th to give him
an &reOunt of the means of defence possessed by the enemy, he
dosed his communimtion in these terms: "Might not fifteen or
twenty thousand men be withdrawn from the 'Vest to reinforce
me temporarily? They should be returned on the day of the
rapture of Richmond. Please to take this suggestion into con
sideration ; I am sure it is worthy of it." There iA not a word in
this despatch calculated to create the impression that }IcClellan
had reconsidered his determination to attack Richmond with the
only forces that had been promised him; but General Halleck /'__
made it a pretext to alter once more all the plans of campaign, and
to obtain an order from the PrCAident that the army of the Poto-
mac should he recalled to Aquia Creek. This decision WlI.'J con-
cealed from McClellan. On the 30th of July, he Wll.'J ordered to

• Rqm-t of the (Qmmutee on tM Cbnduct of the War, vol. L, HalleclCs ltfetooran
dm,p.454.

t &port of the Onnmiltee on the CQnduct of the War, vol. i., HalleclC8 ltfemoran
d_, p. 455, and Burmide'8 DepornWn, p. 638.
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leave all his sick and wounded at Fortress Monroe in order that
hc might be more free in his movements; but at the same time
these instructions seemed to imply that the plan of attack against
Richmond was still approved, for he was ordered to push his re
connaissances in that direction, and to ascertain the strength of
the enemy; the authorities at'Vushington even seemed to think
that the latter had evacuated his capital. At the same time
Burnside was notified not to stir from Hampton Roads, and a few
days later he was ordered to Aquia Creek.

In order to conform himself to Halleck's instructions, McClel
lan, believing that he was on the threl';hold of a new campaign,
directed Hooker to resume possession of Malvern Hill; some
engineer troops were simultaneously to seize a promontory, called
Coggin's Point, on the south side of the James, whence, the day
before, D. H. Hill, with about forty pieces of cannon, had kept
up a most vigorous although not wry damaging fire upon the
transports and even the camps of the Federals. Coggin's Point
was occupied and strongly entrenched; a position was thus se
cured which freed the navigation of the James from all impedi
ments, affording, moreover, an excellent tete de P01lt for any enter
prise." or diversions that might be attempted south of the river.
Hooker, on his side, had set out with his division and, Plea;,:anton's
brig-ade of cavalry during the night of the 2d-3d of August;
but having got lost in the woods, he was obliged to return to <'amp.
The next day, the 4th, reinforced by Sedgwick's division, he
again took up his line of march, and at daybreak drove a battery'
and two regiments of the enemy from Malvern Hill, making
ahout one hundred prisoners. The Federal cavalry pushed on as
nlr as 'Vhite Oak Swamp Bridge, where some thirty Confederate
mounted men were captured. But at the very time that McClel
lan \Va." thus knocking at the gates of Riehmonrl, where every
thing seemed to indicate a fortunate beginning to his new campaign,
he received the fatal order which had been resolved upon !'en-ral
days before in cahinct council at 'Vashington. He had at last
compelled Hailed, to tell him whether all the sick ancl eOIl\'al~

cent" were to 1)(' ll'ft bdlind, or whether the latter i"hould remain
at Harri~on's to join their regiments from that place. Closely
pressed hy this question, the new commander-in-chief had ;,:pok
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the decisive word, informing McClellan that hi8 army must return

, to Aquia Creek. The latter protested in vain, in behalf of the
J national welfare, against such a disastrous measure; in vain did
i! he represent that his army, strongly posted on a river, was only
~ about fifteen miles from Richmond, and that the proposed move-

~ . ment would involve a march of seventy miles, followed bv a dif
,.~. licult embarkation, th~n a water transit ending in a d~barka
~,. tion equally laborious, and that it would find itself at the last at

\ a distance of seventy-five miles from the enemy's capital, in the
~ midst of n region destitute of water communications. These wise
1 counsels had no effect; Halleck insisted upon the prompt ('xecu-
.. tion of his order, more injurious to the Federal Oluse, it may be
"",
, said, than the greatestof the defeats we shall have to recount. From

that moment McClellan thought of nothing but to organize the
..~ tran.'lportation of his immense materiel with the insufficient means
.~ at his disposal. Hooker was recalled from Malvern Hill as soon

· r a.'l he was convinced that the enemy could not harass his march.
It wa." decided that the army should retire from Harrison's to'i Fort l\'Ionroe by land. A portion of the artillery and cavalry,

·-1 which had been embarked in haste, was forwardcd directly to
:;. Aquia Clocek, where Burnside had preceded it. Such were the
( prepamtions which occupied the Fooeml troops up to the 8th of
· August. For the last four days McClellan had been at work in

hastening their completion with as much zeal as if he had ap
proved of the order he was obeying; but no human power could
prevent delays in such a delicate operation, and it was calculated
that it would require at least three weeks to enable the whole
army of the Potomac to land and be again in condition to take the
field.

While the destination of this army gave rise to so much anx
i{'ty, Pope was reorganizing and concentrating his own. He
knew that Jackson, on leaving the valley of Virginia in the mitl
dIe of June, had announced his intention of reappearing in those
regions at the end of one month, anel the inhabitants awaited his
return with implicit confidence. Everything indicated that the
Confederate geneml would not fail to be there at the time speci
fied. Pope made his dispositions to close the entrance of the
,oalley against him.
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We have already had occasion to describe this portion ef Vir
ginia, as well as the country extending more to eastward, from the
crests of the Blue Ridge to the Cheo;;apeake. The principal water
course of the latter region is the Rappahannock, which flows at
nearly an equal distance between Richmond and Washington, in
tersecting at right angles the road which connects these two citia-.
It is formed of two branches, both originating at the foot of the
Blue Ridge, and called, that from the north the Rappahannock, that
from the south the Rapidan, which form a junction at a dismore
of about ten miles above Fredericksburg, a point where the river
becomes navigable. To the Confederates the gate of the valle~'

was Charlottesville, as Front Royal was to the Federals. It was
from this point that by following a line of railway, of which thty
were masters, they could strike the roads which descend parallel
to the Shenandoah by way of Port Republic and Harri<;onburg.
The Richmond and Charlottesville Railway runs up northward
as far as Gordonsville, where it joins that which comes directl)'
from Alexandria and Mana..qgas Junction; it successivelyc~
the two branches of the Rappahannock, and passes through tlll.'
villag~ of Culpepper Court-house between the two. If Charlottes
ville is the gate of the valley, Gordonsville is the key. I t was this
point that Pope resolved to menace in order to prevent Jack80JI
from again following the course of the Shenandoah. He found the
troops placed under his command singularly scattered by the UIl

skilful manreuvres of t.he preceding campaign. Banks and Sie;"rel
were in the valley, the latter at Middletown, the former 10w('r
down. In the early part of July both were ordered to cross the
Shenandoah at Front Royal, then the Blue Ridge at Luray Gap,
and, while Siegel, remaining at Sperryville, should guard the
pass of Thornton's Gap, Banks proceeded to take position about
seven miles farther on the Culpepper Road. Ricketts l('ff Ma
nassaR Junction to occupy the point where the 'Varrenton am\
Culpepper turnpike croAAes the Rappahannock at Waterloo
Bridge.

Pope had about forty-five thousand effective men in the fi£"1,i
under his command, distributed as follow8: First corps: Siege1.
eleven thousand five hundred; Second corps: Banks, eight thou
sand; Third corps: McDowell, eighteen thousand five hundred;
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Sturgis' brigade, two thousand; cavalry, five thousand.* He
had no enemy in front, and therefore desired to take advan
tage of this situation to gain ground, and endcavor to cut off
the means of communication of the Confederates "at Gordonsville.
Banks carried Crawford's brigade to occupy the village of Cul
pepper, and his cavalry appeared along the banks of the Rapidan.
On the 14th, Pope sent him instructions from Washington to
make a demonstration as far as Gordonsville, and not to return
until he had destroyed the railway track. But General Hatch,
who was entrusted with this mission, encumbered his column of
infantry with so heavy a train of artillery and wagons that his
march was considerably delayed. When he reached Madil:!on
Court-house, on the 17th, he learned that Jackson had reached
Gordonsville the day before, and he withdrew without accom
plishing anything.

These preliminary operations had been directed by Pope from
his office at Washington. On the 29th of July, he came at last
to assume command of his army, after having availed himself of
his sojourn in the Federal capital to induce the President to ac
cept his plan of campaign. He was one of those who had most
severely denounced McClellan's march toward the James after
the battle of Gaines' Mill, and subsequently insisted with the
greatest importunity upon the recall of the army of the Potomac
to the banks of the Rappahannock. On leaving the city he was
promised that this measure should be carried out, although, as we
have already observed, the decision of the President was to be
kept from General McClellan for several days, and he was to
facilitate the embarkation of the Federal troops at Harrison's
Landing by drawing the attention of the enemy to the borders
of the Rapidan by vigorous demonstrations.

In the presence of an enemy like Jackson he might be sure of
not having long to wait for the coveted opportunity to measure
strength with his new adversaries.

RickettB, who commanded a division of McDowell's corps,
wa.~ at Culpepper, where Crawford's brigade of Banks' corps had
already preceded him some time before. On the 7th of August,
Banks, with the remainder of his forre';!, drew near 00 Culpepper,

* See Note C, Appendix to this volume.
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and occupied the point where the road cr088eS Hazel River. All
the forces at Pope's disposal-that is to say, about twenty-eight
thousand men-were thus placed en echdon on the road from Cul
pepper to Sperryville on the morning of the 8th of August. It
was rather a venturesome position for this small army; it was
away from its depots, established at Manassas, and could only
obtaiu the supplies it needed by the single track of tbe Or
unge and Alexandria Railroad. This line, often destroyed ami
imperfectly repaired, was altogcther insufficient, and General Pope
had increased the difficulties in the way of forwarding provisions,
by brutally discharging a special agent, Mr. H. Haupt, an up
right and intellib"Cut man, who was the first to introduce order
and regularity iuto this service. Consequently, there frequently
occurred embarra...~ments and blocks, to use the technical Ameri
can term, which came near causing an actual famine in the camps.

The task of organizing railroad transportation, of which we
shall speak in detail hereafter, had, in fact, become one of the
most serious questions of the war, and one of the most important
branches of the military administration. Consequently, at the
end of eight. or ten days, Pope \Va.'l obliged to give back the di
rection tJo Mr. Haupt, who was the only man at the time capable
of exerci!"ing it. But he persisted in his determination to fIW
himself from the embarras..'lments to which the necessity of pro
curing his supplies from such a distance subjected him. He de
sired to subsist his soldiers, as much as possible, upon the country
they o~upicd, forgetting that this system, univeI'Sli.lly practic'ed
in our wars, could not be applied to large armies in a country so
thinly peopled a.'l Virginia, except by passing rapidly through
without stopping. Moreover, the commissary department wa.~

not yet accustomcd to procure and collect at a given point tht'
few resourccs which c\'en the poorest region possesses. Tht'
orders, thercfore, issued to this effect were of little avail; th('~'

eau!"cd a great deal of trouble in the commis.'lariat, and were made
thc oreasion or pretcxt for much pillage and many disorders, whieh
had the double effect of rnining the country throngh \vhirh th..
army was pa.-;sing, and of striking a serious blow at discipline in
its ranks. Htwing once adoptoo this course, Pope further aggra
vated the suffel'illgs of the country he occupied by re.'lorting W
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new measure> which were alike odious and fruitless. The rail
way, with which, in .spite of everything, he could not dispense,
was fre<luently obstructed by bands of partisans he had not been
able to disperse. Exasperated by their audacity, he held all the
familie<, re;iding within the circumference of five miles radius
from the place where any exccs.."es had been committed, personally
responsible for their attacks. Finally, by a general order to which
we shall again refer, and which mingled in a dcplorable manner
political qUe3tions with military matters, he required all the in
habitants of the country he occupied to take the .oath of allegiance,
threatening with expulsion such as refused to comply.

What should have been done in the first instance, his measure.-;
being utterly powerless in this respect, would have been to repair
the disorder introduced into his several army corps, hy the errors
of which his predecessors had been guilty during the month of
June. A large number of stragglers had ended by deserting into
the interior. No distinction appears to have then hecn malIc be
tween those pre3Cnt and the ab~entee." in the reports; and Pope
found out more than once, ·at the very moment he was placing his
troops in line, that one-third of the men he had believed at his
disposal were missing. In short, to tell the entire truth, he did
not ill8pire his subordinates with entire confidence. In spite of
his faults, Pope was a brave soldier, loyal, disint{'rested and in
Jefiltigable; but it was impossible for the old generals of the
army of the Potomac, nearly all of whom had exercised inde
pendent commands, to feel well disposed toward this new chief,
who had been brought over from the ·West without having per
formed any brilliant military exploits to justify the selection. Some
of his general orders had contained instrnctions as to the manner of
waging war which had wounded them, and his protracted stay in
Wa.-;hington. before he had shown himself to his army, had pre
vented him from counteracting these prejudices through his per
~lDa] influence. He consequently found obedient subordinates,
but disposed only to execute his orders literally until they should
know him better; this was a great misfortune for the army he
was about to command.

The month during which the Federal armies had remained in
acti"e had not been wastffi by Lee, who found himself placed
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between Pope and McClellan. The former wa:; at too great Ii

distance for him to go in pursuit of him by uncO\Tering Rich
mond; the latter, entrenched in his fortifications, could def,. all
attack. But while waiting for a favorable opportunity to resume
the offensive, the Confederate general was occupied in filling up
the attenuated cadrf!8 of his army; the convalescents, recruited from
the trials of the campaign, were returning to the ranks; the ar
rival of numerous recruits and regiments, withdrawn from all the
small garrison~ of the coast and the interior, swelled his army to
ninety or ninety-five thousand men. Emboldened by this increase
of strength, he kept a strict watch over McClellan, the latter
heing the more formidable of his two adversaries. He placed
Hill's corps on the right bank of the James, Longstreet's in New
Kent county, himself remaining in the neighborhood of Rich
mond with the rest of his troops. Fearful, however, lest Pope
might attempt to intercept, at Gordonsville, one of the principal
arteries. which connect Richmond with the rest of the Confed
eracy, he resolved on the 13th of July to send Jackson with his
old division, under Winder, and that ot Ewell, to protect this im
portant junction. Jackson arrived at Gordonsville on the 19th,
but did not feel strong enough to attack Pope, and asked for re
inforcements. Meanwhile, he remained on the defensive. His
cavalry, while scouting on the Culpepper road, met that of the
Federals at Orange Court-house and attacked it; but after 8

vigorous engagement, the former was repulsed, losing fifty-two
prisoners. Lee did not dare to reinforce his lieutenant, as he still
feared an attack from McClellan; and his paramount object was
to compel the latter to evacuate Harrison's Landing, or, at least,
to prevent his resuming the offensive on the James; he was not
aware what a powerful and unlooked-for auxiliary his designs
had found in General Halleck. Finally, toward. the latter end
of July, seeing that McClellan still continued stationary, and
knowing that Burnside had not left Fortress Monroe, he began
to think that the main effort of the Federals would be directed
against Gordonsville. On the 27th of July, he despatched A. P.
Hill's corps in that direction, which joined Jackson on the 2d
of August. In order to conceal this weakening of his forces,
he orderoo D. H. Hill to make the artillery demonstration which,
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~ we have stated above, decided McClellan to occupy Coggin's
Point.

So long, however, as Burnside and the fleet of transports, which
lay in readiness to ship his troops, remained at the mouth of the
James, whence they could proceed either to Harrison's Landing
or to Aquia Creek, it was evident to Lee that the movement of
the Federals had not yet been determined upon. Accordingly, he
sought with particular care for every item of intell igence calculated
til enlighten him as to the design of his adversaries. Finally, one
evening, either on the 4th or 5th of August, a small steamer bear
ing a flag of truce was seen coming up the James, passing the
Confederate outposts and approaching Aiken's Landing, a place
designated for the exchange of prisoners. In the midst of the
soldiers, whose gray coats were worn out by long confinement, the
sick and wounded, to whom the thought of freedom restored
both strength and health, an officer was making himself con
!!picnous by his extreme anxiety to land. His face was well
known to every Virginian, and his name to all his companions in
arms; it was the celebrated partisan Colonel John Mosby. His
mgerne&l, which everybody attributed to his ardent temperament,
was very natural, for he had news of the greatest importance to
oommunicate to Lee. A few hours later he was at the head
qnarters of his chief, to whom he made known the fact that at
the very moment he was leaving Hampton Roads, that same morn
ing, the whole of Burnside's corps was being emba.rked, and that
its destination, as he knew positively, was Aquia Creek.

Lee lost no time in availing himself of this information, which
chance had 80 opportunely thrown into his hands. He had noth
ing more to fear on the side of the James, and he was extremely
anxious to strike Pope before Burnside could join him. Jackson,
having been promptly apprised of this fact, started on the 7th of
August to attack Pope at Culpepper with his three divisions,
Ewell first, followed by Winder and A. P. Hill, forming alto
gether an anny from twenty-five to thirty thousand strong. On
the morning of the 8th, his cavalry encountered the enemy on the
borders of the Rapidan, and the same evening he crossed this
river at Burnett's Ford, on the Orange and Culpepper road.
General Bayard, who led the Federal cavalry with great ability,
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succeeded, not in interrupting but in embarrassing his march so
effectually that Lawton's brigade was obliged to clear the road
to protect the baggage of the Confederates.

At the first news of the crossing of the Rapidan, Pope had put
his troops in motion, so as to concentl"cltc them in front of Cul
pepper. They ot'Cupied the line formed by the Culpepper and
Sperry·ville road; Siegel on the right, posted on the latter village,
Banks in the centre, at the Hazel River Bridge, and on the left.
at Culpepper, Ricketts' division with Crawford'8 brigade of Bank:-'
corps. On the evening of the 8th, this brigade, which had oc>en
sent to support Bayard's cavalry, joined the latter at Cedar Moun
tain, seven miles and a half from Culpepper, on the Burnett's
Ford road; Banks had reached Culpepper; Siegel bivouacked at
Hazel River Bridge.

On the morning of the 9th, the two armies advanced toward
each other. Siegel, after having delayed his movement for several
hours, posted himself at Culpepper, while Banks proceeded in the
direction of Cedar Mountain, followecl by Ricketts at a distance
of three miles. Jackson, on his side, presented himself with his
first division, Ewell's, before the heights upon which Banks' corps
had just joined Crawford's brigade. This corps, although com
posed of two divisions, 'Villiams' and Angur's, only numberel
about seven thousand combatants, so greatly had it been reluced
by marching and fighting. Such, however, was the confusion
which prevailed in the administrative department, that Banks was
under the impres..,ion that he had from twelve to thirteen thousand
men under his command. The orders he had received from his
chief were not explicit; he was to take a good position, so as to hold
Jackson in check, and attack him if he found himself strong
enough to do so. But the remarks he had hearrl made by offirers
of Pope's staff had stung the old commander of the Fifth corps
of the army of the Potomac to the quick. As bra"e as he was
imprudent, he was longing to show to the officers of the army of
the 'Vest that his soldiers were not afraid to measure themselvl'S
with the victors of Cro....;s Keys.

Cedar Mountain, also mlled Slaughter Mountain, is a hill of
considerable height, dotted with woods, and, running north and
south, it dominate.'! the whole surrounding country between Cul-
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pepper and the Rapidan. Before reaching the foot of this hill
the road folIowed by Banks, along which he was to encounter
Jackson, descen<L" into the deep mvine of Cedar Creek; it then
ascends a bare hillock stretching from south-ell8t to north-west,
and connecting again by a semicircular ridgc of wooded hills
with the spurs of Slanghter Mountain. The road forks on
the hillock; to the right it pll8Ses among the wooded hills leacl
iog to Madison Court-house, beyond the Rapidan; the other
hranch, which leads to the .railway brid;;e on this same river,
de:-eenrls into a second valley, of less depth than the first, then makes
a detour to the left around the l".lSt side of the mountain. On the
west slope there is a cross road, which diverges from the main
route at a point where it inclines to the left. Three roads, there
fore, coming from the south, through which the Confederate forces
rould pass, COD\"erge upon the hillock.

Crawford's Federal briga(le had occupied the plateau situated
at the north and in the rear of Cedar Creek since thc day pre
vious. But when Banks came to join him on the 9th, he learned
that several' of the cnemy's batteries had appeared on Cedar
~Iouotain, above the angle of the road. Anxious to engage the
battle, he sent a few troops to support the skirmishers stationed
00 the hill, and folIowed soon after with the main body of his
small army. He extended his line to the left 1I8 far as the second
valle)", resting it upon the W00<18 which reach down from the
mountain on that side. His centre, dmwn up across the road, fol
lowed the rounded summit of the hill through fields of wheat
and corn. The right occupied woods, beyond which extended a
Iarge clearing hounded by other woods. The heat wa.." intense,
the sun scorching, the du;;t suffoeating, and water searce all along
the rood. As soon a."5 Banks and Jackson fOlInel themselves, how
ever, in presence of cueh other, hoth made preparations for an at
tack, each believing that he had merely a vllnguard to contend with.
Banks plaCL'<1 Augur's dh·jsion on the left, Green's brigade at the
extremity of the line on Cedar Mountain, Pril1('e across the road,
with Geary on his right. Williams' division took position still
farther to the right, Cnpvford's brigade ncar Geary, llnd Gordon's,
with the rovalry, on the extreme I'ight. It was half-past fOlIro'cloek
when these dispositions were completed. Precisely at this moment

YOL. n.-I'
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Jackson began the attac.·k. Early's brigade was ordered to open
the battle by following the Culpepper turnpike, while Ewell,
with his two other brigades, Trimble's and Hay's, was to gain the
summit of Cedar Mountain, by making a circuit to the right, and
froUl tbis commanding position to attaek Banks' left in rear.

Early, deployed to the right of the road, was ad"ancing aeross
the wheat-field, and driving the Ft.'<1eral cavalry before him; but
just as he reached a hillock whence he could ,'iew the whole
of the enemy's line, he was rccei,'ed by such a lively fire from
the artillery of Prince and Geary, that he was obliged to fall back
and seek shelter behind the ridge of the hill. His artillery, soon
coming into line, replied to the Federal guns; and although the
losscs were considerable on both sides, Early did not dare to
resume the offensive. 'Winder, with Jackson's second division,
was following close upon the first. It arrived in time to deploy
to the left of the Culpepper turnpikP, and somewhat ell pof-enc.e

on Early's line. Campbell's brig-ade was on the extreme left, in
the woods opposite to that occupied by Crawford's Federal troops.
Taliaferro's brigade, with three batteries on his right; was nearly
parallel to the angle of the road, that of Ronald being held in
reserve. Just as he was placing his gUllS in positi<in, 'Yinder was
killed by the bursting of a shell. Ewell, on his side, having com
pleted his movement, opened a brisk artillery fire upon Geary,
but did not venture to advance. The excellent deportment of
the Union troops, who scarcely numbcred se"CIl thousand combat
ants, against fourteen or sixteen thommnd Confederates, deceived
Jackson as to their real nurnbers, and he continued cannonading
for two hours without being willing to risk an attack, while wait
ing for the arrival of Hill.

Encouraged by such hesitation, Banks resolved to assume the
offensi\'e, and to charge the batteries, that werc beginning to inflict
severe losses upon him. 'Yhile Green, being without instruc
tions, remained stationary in the woods on the extreme left, under
a murderous fire of artillery, Prince and Geary fearles..<;ly ad
vanced across the stubble-fields which separated them from Early's
batteries. They would prohably have succeeded in capturing or
dislodging them if the first brigade of Hill's corps, under Thomas,
had not come up at this very instant to the relief of Early. This



CEDAR JIOUNTAIN. 259

timely reinforcement checked the rush of the Federals. Taken
between the cross-fires of the Confederate infantry and artillrry,
thE.')" saw their two generals, who had enconraged them by their
example, "tricken down. Augur and Geary wel'e severely wounded,
the two brigades half destroyed, and their debris fell back npon
the position they had so imprudently left. In this desperate
struggle one of the Federal regiments, the Fifth Ohio, out of an
effective force of two hundred and seventy-five men, lost no less
than one hundrcd aud fifteen in killed and woundec1.

The battle, however, was not confined to these two brigades. At
the moment they attacked Early, the right wing, under Williams,
had made a similar movement against \Vinder's division, aud in
an instant the fire of musketry burst forth along the whole linr.
'Villiams at once lannched Crawford's brigade across the clearing
which separated it from the Confedemte brigade of Taliaferro.
It WlIS half-past five o'clock. Crawford, charging the left of Tal
iaferro with great vigor, threw it into complete c1isorder. The
centre of 'Vinder's division was thns pierced, and Taliaferro',.;
soldiers, flying along the Culpepper road, uncovered Early's flank
in their turn. Confusion spread among a portion of this brigade,
and it., left, being attacked in the rear, fell back rapidly. Augm's
brigach', which, despite its losses, had not abandoned the contef't,
was soon without an enemy in its front. But Jackson hllShmed
to the re8cue; and passing through fngitives who no longer lif'
t€ned to the voice of their officers, he led in pprson into the fire
the Stonewall brigade, then commanded by General Ronald.
Jackson was one of those strong-minded men who conceal a fiery
soul under a passive exterior. Transformed by the danger which
menaced his army, his eye flashed, his order!:! were issued in a
voice which rose above the din of battle, his gestures inspired the
m08t disheartened, and his enthusia.'!m was soon communicated to
those around him. At the cry of "Stonewall Jackson I" his sol
diers attacked Crawford, whose troops were exhausted by the very
effort which had given them victory; receiving no assistance, and
being at onee attacked in front by Ronald, and in flank by
Campbell, who had remained on their right, they succumbed to
superior number,;;, and were repnlsed. Gordon arrived too late
to be of any assistance. In fact, the whole of Hill's corps hao
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just appeared on the field of battle, and that general, after send
ing Thomas to Early's assistance, led the three brigades of Branch,
Pender and Archer in person to the left to replace Winder's di
vision in the line of battle. ~ordon's three small regiments were
broken and exhausted by fruitll'SS efforts against these new ad
versaries. Banks, who had been constantly exposed during the
battle, ,vas obliged to take his line a little to the rear in order to
concentrate his forces. Jackson then put the whole of his army
in motion. On the right, Ewell, who had hitherto confined him
self to a cannonade, participated in the movement. But once
established on the ground which their opponents had just aban
doned, the Coufederates found the latter drawn up in excellent
order along the edge of the wood. Jackson paused, and night
coming on put an end to this sanguinary struggle. Pope had ar
rived in person at seven o'clock in the evening, toward the close
of the battle; but Rickett's division, which followed him, did not
reach the scene of action until several hours later. Banks having
at first written to his chief that he did not expect to be attacked
by the enemy, that division had been detained for a considemble
time at Culpepper; its march was subsequently retarded by the
narrowness of' the road. It relieved the troops which had been
engaged in the position they occupied, and prepared to repulse
Jackson's attack on the morrow. But the latter had no idea of
renewing the fight. The battle of Cedar Mountain had'cost him
too dear, and the check he had sustained was the more keenly
felt, because he had engaged all his troops agaiIlilt an enemy far
inferior in number. He, therefore, waited two days before send
ing an areount of the battle to Richmond; and when he wrote at
last'to the Confederate anthorities, stating that he had won the
victory, he was on the south bank of the Rapidan, which he had
recrossed with his whole army. His campaign wa" ended for the
time; he found himself compelled to remain on the defensive
nntil Lee should send him fresh reinforcements. The FederaL~,

who had fought with great stubbornness, could therefore, notwith
standing the grollnd lost at the close of the day, consider the result
of the battle of Cedar Mountain as an advantage on their silk
Their losses amounted to fifteen or eighteen hundred men-that is
to say, one-third of their entire force. Two of their generals
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were wounded, and a third, Prince, had been taken priRoner. But
these 5acrificc.~ had not been useless. Although their forces did
Dot llmount to more than half the number of their adversary's, j
they had held the latter in check, and compelled him to retire,
leaving behind him two hundred and twenty-three killed, and
bearing away one thouf.land and sixty wounded-a suceesR which
\'iSo" the more creditable in view of the fact that this adversary
was the redoubtable Jackson, whose troops had already passed
through the ordeal of so many battles.

The vigorous demonstration which the latter had just made
had nevertheless caused Halleck to feel serious1y alarmed con
cerning the army of Virginia.

It was evident, in fact, that from the day when Lee should be
unembarra..,..ed by the vicinity of McClellan, he ;,vould be able to
throw himself with all his forces upon Pope, who, in his ad
'''ane'ed position on the Rapidan, ran the risk of being crushed
bef()!'P he could reL'eive the slightest reinforcements. These con
siderations, which should have impressed him with a sense of the
danger attending the evacuation of Harrison's Landing', de
termine<l him, on the contrary, to urge the speedy embarkation
of the army of the Potomac. But a'l we have said, it took a
long time to organize the means of transportation, and Mc-clcllan
recei\'e<l a much larger number of despatches from Halleck urg
ing his departure than of vessels to convey his maUriel. Such an
operation is at all times extremely complicated and su~jcct to
many delays; this had been experienced a few months before,
when this same army was conveyed to Fortress Monroe by flea.
At that period, however, McClellan possessed faGilities which
were wanting at Harrison's Landing. At the latter place the
whan'cs were much smaller and less numerOU8 than at Alexan
dria; the depth of water in the James did not allow vessels of
large tonnage to come up so high; the general was no longer
within reach of Washington, and had no telegraphic line to com
muniC3te with the capital; in short, instead of being able to su
perintend the transportation of his troops in person, he was at
the merey of two or thrce officers, who, having no concert of
action, shifted the responsibility of their respective neglects upon
each other, and of a gcneral-in-chief who seemed too much
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wrapped up in his strategic comLinations to attend to these details,
however important.

:McClellan decided to send off hy water all the materiel which
his wagons could not carry, together with a portion of his artil
lery, his twelve thouHand sick, and a reinforcement intended for
Burnside, composed of a few batteries and some cavalry. To
this he subsequently added Reynolds' division of Pennsylvanians.
He purposed to cover the mareh of his con voy with the remain
der of his army, and to fall hack by land on Fortre;s :Monroe,
where he expected to find much greater facilities for embarkation.
De"pite his efforts and those of his intelligent quartermaster,
Colonel Ingalls, it was not till the evening of the 16th that the
last vessels received their eargoes on board, and left the wharves
at Harrison's Landing. The movement of the army had com
menced on the 14th. On the morning of the 15th, while Rey
nolds' division was descending the James to join Burnside Ilt
Aquia Creek, the large convoy was started in the wake of the
corps of Heintzelman and Porter, which led the march. The
road to be followed by the army lay parallel to the James, and
connected near Williamsburg with that by which the Federals
had advanced a few months before. The enemy was only able to
send a few detachments of cavalry in pursuit of l\I<,oClellan;
very few troops, however, would have sufficed to embarrass him
considerahly in crossing the Chickahominy, which he was obliged
to do. at Barnett's Ferry, near its mouth. At this place the
river is nearly seven hundred metres in width, but the very mag
nitude of this obstacle rendered it more easy to surmount it, as
the depth of water enabled the Federal gun-boats to range them
selves before the point designated for the passage, and to defend
its approaches. They had already entered the Chickahominy
when Porter reached Barnett's Ferry, and under their protection
the engineerR were able to throw a bridge over the immense sheet
of water, which was to be crossed in a few hours. In the mean
time, Heintzelman's corps, which occupied Jones' Bridge and the
passes of the Chiekahominy above the point of navigation, cov
ered the left flank of the army on the march. On th~ evening
of the 16th, McClellan was among the last to leave the abandoned
encampments at Harrison's Landing, and turning his back on
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Richmond, on the enemy's army and the hattIe-fields upon which
he had so manfully struggled, was sadly retracing his steps over
the road which W~'i tD lead him ro \Villiamsburg, Yorktown,
Xewport News, the theatre of the first incidenu. of this cam
paign, \vhieh had begun under such favorable auspices, and all
the fruits of which were lost through the fatal hlindnes.~ of his
superiors.

On the same day, August 16th, Porter reached Williamsburg,
where he was to wait for the remainder of the army; hut having
been informed, through an intercepted letter, of Lee's movement
against Pope, he 'immediately started again for Newport News
in order ro be able the more speedily to come to his assistance.
We shall see how badly his :r..eal was rewarded. On the 18th,
after a march of about one hundred kilometres, performed in
three days and one night, he encamped on the beaeh of Hampton
Roads. At the same moment the last Federal soldier was cross·
ing the Chickahorniny, and on the 20th the whole army, distrib
uted between YorktDwn, Fortrf'ss Monroe and Nl'wport News,
was ready to embark at these three points as rapidly as the limited
number of tram,ports placed at its disposal would permit. The
cavalry of Averill and Pleasanton covered the rear. The cam
paign of the penimmla was ended. General McClellan requested
Halleck to issue a special order thanking the army of the Poto
mac for its services during this campaign. The latter did not
even reply to the despatch containing this request, and not a word
came from \Vashington to encourage these soldiers, who were thus
made to feel the malevolence entertained toward their chief.
~IcClellan had been ordered ro forward his troops a.~ f~~t as they
('fluId embark, to Aqnia Creek, where Burnside had landed on the
8th of AuglL'it, and whence he had already despatched eight thou
sand men of his corps, forming Reno's and Stevens' divisions, to
reinfolX.oe Pope's army. On arriving at Aqnia Creek, the army
of the Potomac W~'i to enter into the system of combined armies
of which Halleck intended to assume the command in person.
But instead of simplifying the transmission of orders by bring
ing all his forces together, he only (,Dmplicated the whole matter
by tbe manner in which he regulated thl' functions of the different
generals wholl1 he undertook to control. In fact, he remained
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himself in his office at 'Vashington; Burnside was made com
mander of Aguia Creek; McClellan retained the dirC<.'tion of the
army of the Potomac; and Pope, as chief of the military depart
ment on the soil of which they were fighting, was to have rem
porary command of all the troops which these two generals were
able to send him. Such an arrangement threw every branch
of the service into confusion, made a division of responsibilities,
and could not fail to result in disaster.

Reynolds, with three thousand men, arrived at A1uia Creek on
the 21,;t, and immediately proceeded to join Pope. On the morn
ing of the 22d, Porter's corps, which had belm detained on the
Chesapeake by stormy weather, disembarked at the same point,
while that of Heintzelman was lamk'<l at Alexandria. On the
23d, Franklin embarked at Fortress Monroe, and according to
instructions from Halleck also repaired to Alexandria. On thp
24th, General McClellan reaehed Aquia Creek in person; and on
the same day, Sumner, who had been delayed until then for want
of transports, commeneed at last to ship his troops at ~ewport
Sews, and landed them in t-he afternoon of the 26th at the wharf
where those of Reynolds and Porter had already disembarked.
Keyes' corps was left to guard the extremity of the peninsula,
between Yorktown and Fortress Monroe. Such was the distribu
tion of the corps composing the army of one hundred thousand
men, which had left the enl'amplllents at HaniFon's Landing on
the 16th. Iu the course of ten days the whole of it had been
transported tQ the several points of disembarkation which llad
been designated; the dates we have given above show that, in
spite of ddays which could not have been prevented, this oper
ation was performed with the greatest promptitude. Consequently,
on the morning of the 24th, one-thi;'d of the infantry of the
army were on the march to join their comrades of the army of
Vir~inia, who were fighting on the Rappahannock. But it is the
mati-riel and all the acce."sories of an army which require so much
time for embarkation and debarkation. The infantry, which had
taken up its line of march as soon a" it landerl, was deprind of
this mo.terid, and of those indispensable accpssories to all armies in
the field; it left behind it horses and ronnon, the landing of which
had 110t yet been completed. It had, therefore, but a small con-

\
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tingent of artillery, no cavalry, and no wagons for the transporta
tion of rations and ammunition. POl·ter's soldiers had with them
hut forty rounds of cartridges for each soldier, and Heintzelman's
only four. The marches and sea-voyages had increased the sick
li:;t, and it had been found necessary to leave detachments of
troops to guard the dlipflts at Aguia Creek, so that these five di
vi"iollS, whieh on the 20th of July numbered thirty-seven thou
sand men, had not more than twenty or twenty-two thonsand
when they joined Pope.

Let us now return to this general, and to the theatre of war on
the Rapi,lan. After the battle of Cedar Mountain, Jackson, on
hi;; retllrn to Gordonsville, had asked his chief for new reinforce
ment:;. Lee was not yet willing to believe that the Federals had
entirel)' abandoned the menacing position of Harrison's Landing;
bnt knowing that Burnside was at Fredericksburg, and that nu
merous vffiSCls were ploughing the James, he very soon understood
that the enemy was about to transfer the theatre of active opera
tions to the Rapidan, and determined to forestall him, so as to
render it impossible for him to resume the offensive on the James.
III fighting Pope with all his forces he was fully certain of draw-
ing all the Federal troops also in that direction, and of thus free-
ing Richmond from the danger which had threatened that capital
.in~ the day when McClellan first mane his appearance on the
Chickahominy. Accordingly, on the 13th of August, he respond-
ed to Jackson's appeal by putting Longstreet in motion with his
whole corps and Hood's division; Anderson's strong division
W'JS to follow immediately. Stuart was brought back to Gordons
ville from the neighborhood of Fredericksburg, where he was
watching the lower Rappahannock; D. H. Hill was left to guard
Richmond with his corps, the recruits and depflts. We have l
~itl that m's army was then from ninety to ninety-five thou
sand strong. Out of this number he took with him about
sc\'cnty-tiYe thousand; these forces were divided into two army
rofps. Jackson retained under his command the three divisions
with which he had fought at Cedar Mountain, comprising four-
teen brigades and fourteeu batteries, from thirty to thirty-five
thousand men in all. Longstreet's corps was formed of the four
di\"i.~ions under Hood, Anderson, Walker and McLaws, numbering
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about thirty-five thousand men. Stuart's cavalry and the reserve
artillery, with the various special corps, completed the figures we
have just mentioned. On the 15th, even before the Federals had
entirely evacuated Harrison's Landing, Longstreet's heads of
column arrived at Gordonsville, and the day following, pn'Ci8ely
at the same hour that McClellan was proceeding toward Williams
burg, Jackson was proceeding once more in the direction of Cedar
Mountain. Before crossing the Rapidan he waited for the re
mainder of Lee's army to join him. Finally, on the 20th of
August, he crossed the ri'rer at Somerville Ford, while Longstreet
was performing the same operation lower down, at Raccoon Ford.
They expected to surprise Pope in the positions which he had
occupied since the battle of Cedar Mountain.

But the Federal general, most fortunately for him, had been in
formed by a letter of J:..e(>, intercepted on the 16th, of the move-
ments and strength of the Confederate army. Notwithstanding
the arrival of Reno, who had joined him on the 14th with his
two small divisions of four thousand men each, he found himself
with only fifty thousand combatants under his command. Con
vinl-oed of the numerical superiority of his opponents, Pope hact
retired from the borders ot the Rapidan to those of the Rappa
hannock; he there opened the new campaign by a retreat, which,
although a necessary manreuvre in his situation, neverthelffi.~

promptly belied the promiAeS contained in his general orders.
The movement of the Federals, commenC'ro on the morning of
the 18th, was completed on the evening of the 19th; 011 the left,
Reno occupied Kelly's Ford; Banks, Rappahannock Station; M<....
Dowell, Rappahannock Ford·; and Siegel formed the extreme
right of the army, higher up the river. The cavalry was not to
fall back until closely pressed by the enemy. It was before this
line of the Rappahannock that I..ee presented himself on the 2b"t
with his whole army.

It is necessary for us to point out, in this place, the configura
tion of the ground upon which the two belligerents were about
to contend. The chain of the Bull Run Mountains, the m~t

eastern of the Alleghany ridges, bounded on the north-east near
Leesburg by the Potomac, extendA to the south-west in a straight
line to the borders of the upper Rappahannock, where it termi-
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nates in a sueuession of steep hills, thickly wooded, and with
out roads. The country comprised between the Potomac at the
north-east, the Bull Run Mountains at the north-west, and the
Rappahannock at the south, may be compared to a kind of
triangle, the vertices of which are-one at Leesburg, at the
junction of the mountains and the Potomac, another between
Aquia Creek and Fredericksburg, at a point where the Potomac
and the Rappahannock are only separated by a narrow peninsula,
and the third at Waterloo Bridge, thrown oyer the Rappahannock,
on the \Varrenton and Luray road, near which the prolongation
of the Bull Run Mountains reached down to the river. It was
this triangle that Pope had to defend. Its interior topography is
simple. Xumerous small water-courses, all parallel, run south
w~tward of the Bull Run Mountains; but before discharging
themselves into the Potomac, they nearly aU unite to form the Oc
coquan. The most prominent of these water-courses, from south
to north, are: Licking Run, Ce~ar Run, Broad Run and Bull
Run. The chain of the Bull Run Mountains, around which winds
the Warrenton and Luray road at Waterloo Bridge, is crossed
by only three roads, one at Leesburg, another at Aldie, north
west of Fairfax Court-House, the third at Thoroughfare Gap, a
long narrow breach between two rocky walls. Above Fredericks
burg the Rappahannock, like all the torrents of this country, is
nearly everywhere fordable during the dry season, but it only re
quires a rain-storm to render it impassable. The third side of
the triangle was formed by the Potomac, and served as a base of
operations to Pope's army. The estuary of this ri\"er, which is
navigable between Alexandria and Aquia Creek, connected these
two railroad termini, where the Federals had established import
ant dlipots. The Aquia Creek line ran to Fredericksburg, whence it
penetrated into the enemy's country. That of Alexandria sup-:
plied Pope's army with provisions. After passing all the runs
ennmerated abo"e, it reached the Rappahannock station. The
principal stations, enumerating from Alexandria, were,-Manassas
Junction, whence an important branch, a.<; we have already known,
proceeded eastward, passing through Thoroughfare Gap, to reach
Front Royal on the Shenandoah; Bristow, near Broad Run j

Catlett's, near Cedar Run j Warrenton Junction, whence a small
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branch ran to the village of Warrenton, at the foot of the moun
tains; then Bealeton, and finally Rappalumnock station. Omit
ting the route leading from the chain bridge to Leesburg, which was
parallel to the Potomac, and therefore lL'*lless, there is but one turn
pike to be met in this country,-that which had already played so
prominent a part in the battle of Bull Run in 1861, and which is
known as the 'Warrenton turnpike; leaving Alexandria, it pll!ltleS

through Fairfax COUrt-h01L'*l, whence a branch ealled the Little
River Turnpike iEl detached from the main line to Aldie, reacha;
Centreville, runs down to the stone bridge, where it Cro8SeS Bull
RUll, passes through the batt.le-field of July 21st by ascending
the little valley of Young's Branch, leaving the wooded undula
tionFl of Sudeley Spring to the right, and the open plateau of Ma
nassas to the left, and, after passing the Groveton farm, reacha;
the hamlet of Gainesville, where it intersects tbe small railway
leading to Manassas Gap.

Gainesville is an important junction, for it is there that a rooll
branches off parallel to this railway, which leads through Thor
oughfare Gap and the villages of White Plains and Salem to the
west of the Bull Run Mountains, into the valley of Virginia.
From Gainesville the principal road continues the direction from
east to west, which it follows from Alexandria to New Baltimore,
where it turns southward to run along the side of the mOUD
tains, cr088ing them at Warrenton, and thence reaches 'Vaterloo
Bridge to the west. This road on one side, and the Orange
Railway as far as Rappahannock station on the other, were the
lines through which Pope could receive supplies and reinforce
ments from "Tashington. It was essential, above everything, to
cover them in order to protect the eapita!. But as the greater por
tion of the army of the Potomac was to land at Aquia Creek, HaI
'leck had directed him to keep up hil.l communieations with this
point a.t any cost, having selected it 8.'1 being at that time neare>"t
to the positions occupied by the army of Virginia. This army
thus found itself placed at the intersection of two diverging line;;,
those of Alexandria and Aquia Creek, and obliged to defend
both of them. We shall see the fatal consequences of this p0

sition. The first was to retain Pope on the upper RappahannO<"k,
when his principal care should have been to effect a junction with
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the army of the Potomac. He knew very well that Lee with his
powerful army could turn either of his flank~ by way of 'Vater
100 Bridge or the lower Rappahannock, and thus cut him off
either from 'Washington or Aquia Creek. But if he had fallen
back upon either of these pointto, he would have uncovered the
other; and Halleck, who from the recesses of his office did not
weigh the practical difficulties of the movements he ordered, be
lieving that a few hours would suffice to disembark the army of
the Potomac, advised Pope not to leave the Rappahannock, prom
ising him speedy and powerful reinforcements.*

On the 21st, the whole of Lee's army--J~kson on the left,
Longstreet on the right-pt'esented itself before the Rappahan
nock. A brisk cannonade was engaged on both sides of the river,
which was continued the whole day, but the Federals were every
where on their guard, and the Confederates did not try to force a
passage at any point. Unable to surprise his adversary or to
attack him in front, Lee resolved to Atrike his right flank by
crossing the barrier which held him back as near its source as
possible. On the morning of the 22u, while Longstreet was ex
tending his lines to cover the positions occupied the day before by
the whole army, Jackson marched rapidly up the right bank with
his three divisions, prece<.led by Stuart's cavalry. On the other
side of Hazel River, a large stream which lay on his route, he
\Vas perceived by the Federals; the brigaues of Bohlen and Mil
roy crossed the river in suoocs.',ion and attacked his rear, not in
the hope of arresting him, but of delaying his march. They were
easily repulsed, and Jackson reached Freeman's Ford before night.
Finding this pa.~ strongly guarded by Siegel, he proceeded higher
up, and took possei!Sion of Snlphur Bridge or Warrenton Springs,
which was only guarded by a small outpost. On the same even
ing, Early occupied the left bank of the Rappahannock at this
point. This movement hael not taken Pope unawares. On the
20th he had indicated it to Halleck as very probable, anu had ex
plained to his chief how he proposed to parry it. On the morn-

*" Do your bellt to keep pOl!8l'!V1ion of the RAppahannock," he wrote him
on the 21st. "To-morruw large reinforcements.... Defend every inch of
ground. fi9ht like tM devil, until we can reinforce you. In fort)'-eight hours yOIl
.hall have all the tronp" yOIl want."
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ing of the 22d, all doubts on the subject disappeared, and he made
all his arrangements a(J('ordingly. He determined not to defend
the crossing of the Rappahannock; but mrrying out the tactical
principles he had developed before the committee of Congress,
he wa.~ willing to allow the enemy to proceed. as far as Warrenton,
in order to fall upon his flank before his whole army could Cl'ffiS

the river. During the day he brought back the greatest portion
of his troops to the rear of' his right wing on the side of Fayette
ville, abandoning Kelly's Ford and leaving only a few troops to
guard the other crossings. At the same time he designated Far
etteville as the rallying-point for all the reinforcements he expeck'd
from Aquia Creek; for he was ignorant that these reinforcements,
long since promised, had not yet landed; General Halleck was lIl!

careful to conceal from him the movements of the army of the
Potomac as he was to prevent McClellan from knowing th~ of
the army of Virginia. Meanwhile, on the evening of the 22<1,
Pope changed his mind, and adopted a new plan entirely different
from that which was in process of execution. Bringing back all
his forces to the left on the lower Rappahannock, he determined
to cross this river above and below Kelly's Ford, in hope of being
ahle to L'1kc advantage of the isolated position of Longstreet to
attack him, while Jackson was still occupied in crossing the upper
Rappahannock. New orders were i8sued to all the corps COOl

manders, and the expected reinforcements were directed to meet
at Stevensburg, a point situated between the Rapidan and Rap
pahannock, in the very midst of the Confederate armies.

But during the night of the 22d a terrible storm burst forth;
the rain fell in torrents, and from daybreak the waters of the
Rappahannock began to swell. They first. stnlck Waterloo Bridge,
and carried it away. Early, who had crossed it the day before,
found himself alone on the enemy's bank in a dangerous position.
The flood, which increased in its descent, soon reached the lower
fords, in the vicinity of which the Federal troops were beginning
to arrive, and which a few detachments had already crossed. Pope
remlled them in hot haste to the left bank. It was high time,
for at seven o'clock in the morning the river had risen two me
tres, and presented a formidable obstacle. It WaR necessary to
give new counter-orders, and the already exhausted soldiers were
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obliged to retnlce their st€PS across roads entirely broken up.
This accident, however, was not without some compensation; by
ileparating Early from the rest of the Confederate army, the
fre,het exposed him to the Federnl attacks. Popc saw this, and
tried t~ avail himself. of the opportunity thuil offered him. But
he committed the error, common among the Federalil, of attribut
iIig a larger numerical strength to the enemy he designed to at
tack thun the latter really possessed. In order to hem in and
crush him irretrievably, he concentrnted nearly the whole of his
army, which the flood had relieved from the care of defending the
fonb! along the river. This combination necessitated another very
fatiguing mareh for his men. Siegel wa'l directed upon Sulphur
Springs and \Vaterloo Bridge; Banks and Reno, who were lower
down, were to follow him; McDowell. with his corps reinforced
hr Reynolds' division, was brought back to the rear and right as
far as Warrenton.

During these contrary movements, which were beginning to in
flL.'Ie doubt and uneasiness into the minds of chiefs and soldiers,
he learned that the enemy's cs\'alry had appeared in the rear of
the army, cut the railway and plundered the baggage of most of
the genernl officers. In fact, Stuart, faithful to his trnditions, had
l'l'O5.''(} Waterloo Bridge with three hundred horse on the 22d,
and by a rnpid mareh had reached Catlett's station that same
evening, where he fired into a pa'lsing train of cars; then he cap
tured a park of wagons containing all the staff papers of General
Pope, a valuable prize for Lee, which was perhaps of great assist
&nee to him in the movements he was about to undert.ake. He
then l{uickly resumed his retreat, elnding thc twelve or fifteen
hundred men encamped in the vicinity, whom his daring exploits
thre,Y into the utmost confusion. But the darkne..."8 which had
protected him also made him miss a rich prey; for he passed
without pelU?'iving an immense convoy parked in the neighbor
hnod of the station, which was then almost entirely without de
femler:;. Although he had not had time to do mnch damage, he
~l<n.'€ded in disorganizing the wagon and rnilway service through
whi('h his opponent obtained his supplies.

During the whole of the 23d, Pope's soldiers were painfnlly
marching toward the positions which had been a'lsigned to them.
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McDowell arrived at Warrenton in thc evening; hut Siegel, fol
lowing a direction parallel to the Rappah:J.nnock, was greatly
impeded in his progres..'l hy the swollen stream.~ he enrountered
at every step. He was therefore obliged to stop in the evening
on the borders of Great Run, a tributary of the Rlppahan
nock, all the ht'idges over which had been destroyed by E:lrly,
who now occnpied its right bank. The Confederate gt'neral had
passed the whole day in the precarious position in which he had
bcen placed by the sudden rise of the waters. But Jackson had
hcen so actively at work in the construction of a rude trestle
bridge that communicationg between the two bauks had been re
established during the night. At daybreak, Early had again
joined hig chief; amI when Buford's cavalry reached W~terloo

Brillge a few hours later, the prey they expected to seize had es
caped. The only result of all these manoouvres, thercfore, was the
having caused the Federal soldiers to march for three dayg with
out intermission, sometimes in one clircction, sometimes in another,
leaving behincl them their provisions and baggage and used-up
men, and strewing the road with a long line of stragglers. Lee's
soldiers, on the contrary, had all been able to rest for at least
thirty-six hours; consequcntly, thcy were soon able to make good
usc of the strength which their leaders had so well managed to
spare.

During the 24th there was the same difference in the position
of the two armies, the artillery of which kept up a useless cannoIl
ade arros" the flooded river. The Federal troops were still con
tinuing their forced marches; Siegel was mali'led at 'Yaterloo
Bridge; Reno and B:J.nks, who followed him with difficulty, were,
the former at Sulphur Sprin/:,I'fol, the latter hetween this and the
preceding point. The two divisions constituting McDowell's
corps C3me by a forward movement to place themselves in sec
ond line, that of Ricketts halting seven kilometres east of
'Yaterloo Bridge, anel that of King between Sulphur Springs and
\V:lrrenton. Farther back in the rear was Porter's corps, which
had just laneled at Aquia Creek, amI having received no counter
order was marching up the Rappahannock to join Pope, whom he
believed to be at Kelly's Ford. In an oppo,.;ite direction, Heint7.eI
man's (',orps, which hacllanded at Alexandria on the 22d, was also
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on the march to overtake the army of Virginia. On the very day •
he landed, Heintzelman sent a portion of Kearny's division by
rail to the neighborhood of Manassas. The next day the re
mainder of hi.~ corps, with a division recently formed at Washing
ton, under Gt!neral Sturgis, took the cars to follow Kearny. But
Stuart's raid of the night pre\'ious had thrown confusion and
alarm into the whole line. The trains dared no longer make
their triI~ without an escort, and did not run beyond Catlett's
station, the enemy's cavalry being looked for in every direction.
To increase the disorder, one of the generals picked a quarrel
with Colonel Haupt, the able superintendent of railroads, put
him under arrest, and took upon himself the whole management
or the f;ef\,ice. Unutterable confusion was the result, and it was
5000 followed by an entire stoppage of the trains. It was only
(1/1 the 24th that Haupt, who had been relieved from arrest by
tlpres." orde~ from Halleck, succeeded at last in restoring order;
but the necessity of forwarding supplies to the army, and the
wllnt of cars, which Pope had detained for the removal of his
fIIIlilriel, rendered it impossible to transport more than twelve
thousand men a day by this line, and the night of the 24th-25th
was far advanced before Heintzelman's corps and Sturgis' first
brigade were able to reach Warrenton Junction. \Vhile Pope,
providentially protected by the rise of the Rappahannock against
the attacks of his foe and his own imprudence, remained at a
di,,"1aoee of eighty kilometres from Alexandria and fifty from
Aquia Creek, which the detachments of the army of the Poto
mac, scattered between these two points, and marching at random,
had not yet been able to reach, so as to join their new chief,-the
·upreme direction which was to make these various movements
tend toward the accomplishment of a single object was completely
at fanlt. AJherillg to his purpose of ordering all the movements of
his troops by tele.~raph, Halleck himself had finally lost sight of
the positions t1l<'y occupied. To McClellan, who ll."ked in vain
fur positive instruction>" he replied: "You ask me for informa
tion which I cannot give. I do not know either where General
Pope is, nor where the enemy is in force. These are matters
which I have all day been most anxious to ascertain."

Meanwhile, the Confederate army, massed on the right bank of
VOL. II.-IS
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the Rappahannock, under the hand of its chief, and well rested,
was preparing to resume the offensive by a bold march.

Jackson had, in fact, put his three divisions in motion at day
break on the 25th. Abandoning the positions he had oocupied
since the 22d iu front of Sulphur Springs and Waterloo Bridge,
he proceeded up the principal branch of the Rappahannock,
which, under the name of Hedgeman's River, flows from east to
west before reaching the extremity of the Bull Run Mountaillil.
The Fedemls had not been able to extend their lines sufficiently tQ
observe the upper part of its course. Leaving the village of
Amissville behind him, Jackson crossed the river at Hinson's
Ford without molestation, and reached the hamlet of Orleans.
He was now separated from the Federal army by the Bull Run
Mountains. The first opening he found was Thoroughfare Gap,
thirty-two kilometres from Orleans. It was upon this point that
he directed his course. Speed was an essential condition of suc
cess for his daring enterprise; it would have been sufficient for a
division detached from Pope's army, or for some of McClellan's
troops, who were then being transported by rail, tQ reach this
place in ad\'ance of him to bar the passage of this defile. Accord
ingly, Jackson, protected by the mountain barrier, was hastening
Ilia march as much as possible. Leading his soldiers through
paths scarcely visible, cutting across fields unmindful of obstacles,
forcing his way through woods, barriers and streams, he constantly
pushed them forward, encouraging them by his presence and his
words. The artillery followed as best it could; the wagons strug
gled in vain to keep up with the column; no halt was allowed
for meals; the soldiers ate, while they marched, a piece of biscuit
or a few ears of corn gathered in the fields. The population,
astonished at this apparition, followed with wondering eyes, .and
demonstrations of sympathy, the Confederate soldiers, and ('.'l

peeially the illustrious and popular chief, who they felt confi
dent was about to secure a new triumph for their cause. At last
Jackson reached Salem about midnight, a village situated at the
intersection of the Manassas Railway and the Gainesville and
Front Royal road. He found himself at the foot and only
within a few kilometres of Thoroughfare Gap. His three divis
ions were full, having left but a few stragglers behind, notwith·
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standing the forty-five kilometres they had marched in a single
d..'\y. He only gave them a few hout'll' rest, started again at sun
rL"e, and finding Thoroughfare Gap unoccupied took posession of
it early in the morning. During this time, Stuart and his cavalry,
who had all along covered his right flank, crossed the mountains
south of the defile through paths which anyone else would have
deemed impassable, and continued thus to mask his movements.

Longstreet, who was charged to detain Pope on the Rappa
hannock, had employed the day ill making demonstrations along
that part of the river where, the day before, he had relieved Jack
son's di,,·isions. Pope, seeing the waters falling, imagined that
Lee was preparing to take advantage of the fact to attack him in
front, and on the evening of the 24th he ordered his army to
make a new movement. His intention this time was to range his
foI'f'eil along the railway line from the Rappahannock to Warren
ton Junction, 80 as to face the north-west, believing that by this
movement he would be able to menace Lee's flank and cover his
own communications with Aquia Creek. But orders too fre
quently modified are almost invariably transmitted wrong and
badly executed. The movement of the army on the 25th was
made without concert; and Siegel, without suspecting the truth,
remained alone at Waterloo Bridge during the whole day. He
only retired in the evening because he discovered his isolated
po:;ition just in time, and joined McDowell at Warrenton by a
night march. Reno had encamped five kilometres east of this
'Vil~ooe, and Banks had retired to Fayetteville. In short, while
the remainder of Heintzelman's corps was reaching 'Varrenton
Junction by rail, that of Porter, coming from Aquia Creek, struck
this line at Bealeton station, farther south.

Xevertheless, in spite of the precautions taken by Jackson, he
was unable to esmpe the vigilant eye of the signal corps of the
Federal army. One of the officers of this corps, which rendered
S1Ich essential service during the war, Colonel Clark, had passed
the whole morning of the 25th hidden in the woods, where, at the
peril of his life, he had watched the march of Jackson's principal
column, and counted thirty-six regiments of infantry, with cav
alry and artillery, ascending the right bank of Hedgeman's River.
Pope had been informed of this movement about noon; but think-
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ing that the enemy's entire army was thus stRaling away from
him for the purpose of going to operate in the Shenandoah Val
ley, he does not seem to have thought of Thoroughfare Gap, which
lay open on his flank so close to Manassas Junction and his prin
cipal depOts. Deceived by the very tidings which should have
put him on his guard, he thought of nothing else at this critical
moment but to cross the Rappahannock to separate Longstreet
from Jackson. But when the orders issued in view of this new
manmuvre reached his troops, they, as we have seen, had just ac
complished a long mareh to the rear, and were singularly scattered.
It was at Warrenton that Siegel reeeived the order to foree the
passage of Waterloo Bridge at all hazards, and this fortunate
circumstance alone prevented him from taking part in an affair
which would have cost him very dear. Pope, however, thanks
to the arrival of Porter and Heintzelman, had from fifty-five to
sixty thousand men under his command on the morning of the
26th, and Halleck had promised him twenty thousand more.
But instead of drawing near to these reinforcements, and con
eentrating his entire army upon a point whence he would have
been able to cover Thoroughfare Gap, he relied for this import
ant service upon the reinforcements promised him, which, in fact,
had not yet even lauded at Alexandria; and during the whole of
the 26th he persisted in the project he had formed of pursuing
the enemy upon the right bank of the Rappahannock. To this
effect he had despatched Porter toward 'Warrenton with orders
to leave that town on the morning of the 27th, and to proceed
south in the direction of Sulphur Sprinh"S'

In the mean time, while the Federals were thus wasting pre
cious time in useless rounter-marclws, Jackson was still advancing
directly toward his object. Preceded by Stuart's cavalry, his
threc divisions came down from the Bull Run Mountains upon
the great railway artery through which Pope's army was receiv
ing all its supplies. Only a few of the enemy's cavalry had no
ticed their pre..'lCnee; evidently no olle expected them from that
quarter, everything indieated that the Federals were resting in a
fatal security. Heintzelman had alre.ady crossed, Frauklin had
not yet arrived. Immense stores of provisions had been collected
at Manassas, the only important station bdween \Vashington and
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the Rappahannock, the vast fortifications of which, erected by the
C~nfederates during the preceding winter, and completed since by
order of ~IcClellan,seemed to offer a perfectly safe shelter. It was,
therefore, upon this d~pM that Pope relied to subsist his army.
But he was under the impression that Halleck would provide for
its defence, and yet, on the 26th, there was only an insignificant
detachment there. Jackson, in haste above all to destroy the
Orange Railroad, had marched directly upon that point of the
line nearest to Gainesville. At eight o'clock in the evening the
telegraph connecting \Va."hington with General Pope's headlplar
ters became suddenly silent; it was thus that he learned the pre:-;
('nce of the enemy in his rear. Stuart had just reached Bristow
station, where he cut the wires and seized two empty trains, which
be threw off the track. In the course of the evening, Jackson
arrived with his infantry, and established himself in force along
the line of the railroad. He had fulfilled in the most brilliant
manner the instructions of his chief, thanks to his daring and the
tireless legs of his soldiers, who had marched a distance of eighty
kilometres in thirty-six hours. Penetrated, however, with the
importance of the Mana.'l8US d~p6ts, he resolved to take advantage
of the surprise he had created, to destroy them before the Feder
al'! could oecupy in force that position, so easy to defend. Despite
their fatigue, tw9 regiments, the Twenty-first North Carolina
snd the Twenty-first Georgia, five hundred men in all, resumed
their march with Stuart's rovalry, and before the morning of the
2itb, the)' had captured l\Ianassa.'i with its small garrison. A
few hours later Jackson joined them, leaving only Ewell's di
\i·ion at Bristow to cover his rear. At Manassas he fonnd an
immense booty. Besides three hundred white prisoners and two
hnndred Deg~, whom the Confederate writers c1a.'lsify among
tbe materiel, and a few hundred horses, Jackson had in his pos
~"ion fort:r~ight guns, ten locomotives with two trains, and,
aboye all, fifty thousand pounds of bacon, a thousand barrels of
salt beef, several thousand barrels of flour, a vast quantity of
fora,,<re, together with the assorted stores of all the sutlers of the
army. The Confederate soldiers, who for some time pa.'lt had
beeD living entirely upon fruit, biscuit and grain, seized upon
these luxuries, 80 opportunely thrown in their way, to compensate
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for their privation.~. It was a perfect feast for all; each man
filled his haversack with whatever suited him, and they then pro
ceeded to destroy all that was left. Jackson's wagons had not
been able to follow; and knowing that he should not· long remain
in quiet possession of his conqaest, he arranged to leave nothing
for the Federals but smoking ashes.

While the Confederate soldier was lighting this immense bon
fire in the rear of his foe,. the greatest confusion prevailed in
Washington. Like Pope,. the Federal authorities. had only been
apprised of this raid by the interruption of the telegraph and
railway. There were no tidings of the army of Virginia. Stu
art's rovalry screened all Jackson's movements as with an impen
etrable veil, and had even appeared in the neighborhood of Fair
fax Court-house. Had the railway track been destroyed by a
mere detachment of this rovalry,.or was the whole of Lee's army
between Pope and the Federal ropital? This state of uncertainty
paralyzed everything. It was nO'longer safe to send provisions
and ammunition by rail. The authorities were at a loss whether
to send a regiment to the front, or an entire army. The garrison
of Washington consisted only of recruits and a very small num
ber of trained troops, for the forty thousand men refused to ~Ic

Clellan had been given to Pope. Fortunately, Franklin's corps
had landed on the afternoon of the 26th. It was posith'ely des
titute of everything that an army needs for its march, having
neither horses, wagons, ronnon, rations nor ammunition. Ne\'er
theless, on the morning of the 27th, one of his brigades, composed
of New Jersey troops under General Taylor, proceeded by rail as
far as Bull Run Bridge, got off the cars, crossed the stream, and
boldly advanced to see what they could discover in the direction
of Manassas. The Confederates, seeing this handful of men-for
they only numbered one thousand or twelve hundred-ooncealed
themselves in the woods and the works; and when the Federals
were within a very short distance, they opened a terrific fire upon
them, which laid one-third of the party low; the remainder bas
tily fled to the other side of Bull Run nod to Centreville, carry
ing with them their wounded general. At Centreville a fe',"
troops rallied around the debris of this unfortunate brigade.



CHAPTER II.

MANASSAS.

POPE'S position, as we have seen, had become extremely criti
cal i he divined at last the danger that threatened him, and

Eet to work to make up for lost time. When, on the evening of
the 26th, he massed his army between Warrenton, Fayetteville
and Warrenton Junction, he believed that he had nothing to fear
on the side of Thoroughfare Gap and Manassas, relying upon
Halleck to protect his right and rear; he thought of nothing then
but to maintain himself in the positiona he occupied along the
line of railway, to preserve his communications with Aquia, and
at the same time strike a blow at the enemy on the other side of
the Rappahannock, if the opportunity should offer. But during
the night he received information of the capture of Bristow sta
tion by the enemy's cavalry, and of Jackson's presence at Salem
the evening before. Such a coincidence could leave him no longer
in doubt. Jackson had penetrated between him and Washington
with a considerable force, and he knew that the remainder of the
enemy's army was still on the Rappahannock in front of Sulphur
Springs on that very night. It was evident that the reinforce
ments so oftened promised had not even reached Manassas. The
question with him, therefore, was no longer to defend this or that
line, but to save his army, thus taken between two fires. He could
retire to Aquia Creek, but this would uncover Washington. He
justly preferred to regain his communications with the capital by
a rapid movement which offered him a chance of meeting, with
all his forces, the OOlatoo corps of Jackson, and of making him
pay dearly for his audacity. On the 27th of August, at day
break, he put his whole army in march in that direction just as
Jackson was completing his work of destruction at Manassas.
Longstreet, on his side, seeing the line of the Rappahannock
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abandoned by his opponent, concluded that Jackson had struck
home, and he set out in great haste by way of Orleans and Salem,
to join him, if possible, between Thoroughfare Gap and ~Ianas

sas. It was between thCRe two points that Pope intended to post
himself to prevent this junction, which could be easily done, a.,
the space which separated him from it was not half the distance
that Longstreet had to march. Gainesville, where the turnpike
and the railroad passing through Thoroughfare Gap intersect the
main road from Alexandria to Warrenton, was the strategic point,
the posscssion of which would secure this important result to the
Federals. Pope entrusted McDowell with the task of occupying
this position with his own corps and that of Siegel, and Reynolds'
division, in all about twenty-five thousand men. Kearny and Reno
were direeted to follow him as far as Greenwich, a vill!loCTC situ
ated south of Gainesville, while he in person, following the rail
way track with Hooker's division, proceeded toward Manassa".
Finally, Porter, who had been on his way to \Varrenton Junction
since the day previous, was to concentrate his two divisions at that
point, and then to resume his march along the Greenwich and
Gainesville route as soon as Banks should join him. The latter
was to cover the retreat of the army by following, like Hooker,
the railroad line 38 fnr as Cedar Run.

That evening this movement was successfully accomplished;
the rear-guard, however, had not yet come up. Morrell had only
joined Porter during the day, and the latter had remained at
·Warrenton Junction, waiting for Banks, who was to relieve him
there; the railway track had been destroyed by Stuart, and it
required a whole day's work to rendcl' it practicable for the trains
which followed the army. But Hooker had obtained a great
advantage over Ewell's division, which had been left near Cat
lett by Jackson. He had met this division se\-en kilometre'!
above Bristow station, and driven it before him beyond the point
last mentioned on the horders of a difficult stream, called Broad
Run. Ewell, finding himscJf too far from Jackson, was not will
ing to resist to the In..,t extremity; but Hooker's vigorous att:lck
had compelled him to abandon his wounded on the field of battle.
There were about three hundred men disabled on each side. At
last, quite late at night, McDowell, Siegel and Reynolds had

\
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reached Gainesville, while Kearny and Reno were at Greenwich
within supporting distance. The greatest portion of the Federal
army was thus posted on the only road through which the two
sections of Lee's forces could effect a junction, and it seems clear
that Pope's troops had only to remain there to compel them to
fight separately. In fact, during the very day that Ewell was
struggling at Bristow, Jackson was allowing to his two other di
visions the repose they so much needed around Manassas, and
Longstreet's corps, directed by Lee in person, had made their biv
ouacs at a considerable distance from Salem. This corps, charged
with escorting the baggag~ of the army and picking up all the
straggle1"8, had not been able to march as fast as that of Jackson
two days before.

The situation of the latter was, therefore, perilous. But Pope
lo,,'t all the fruits of his movements the day before, by being in
too great a hurry to gather them. The combat at Bristow on the
evening of the 27th had made him aware of Jackson's presence
at Manas."1a8 with a considerable force. It was evident that the
latter would seek to maintain his communications with Lce through
Thoroughfare Gap if possible; if not, more to the north, through
Aldie. It was therefore the left wing of the Federal army which
should have been brought forward, so as to dispute with him at
least the fi1"8t of these two lines, and separate him from his chief.
Pope, on the contrary, thought that Jackson would throw himself
npon his right, at the risk of being driven into the deep walc1"8
of the Potomac; he made all his dispositions to receive his attack
on that side, and, even in his report, he blames the victorious
Jackson for not having executed so strange a manreuvre. This
blunder made him abaudon the important positions of which he
had a chance to possess himself without a fight. In fact, not
satisfied with recalling Porter, whom he ordered to proceed from
Warrenton Junction to Bristmv by a night-march, he brought
back his entire left wing to the right. McDowell, with the three
corps which had reached the intersection at Gainesville the even
ing before, was directed to start at daybreak for Manassas,
availing himself of the Manassas Gap Railroad. Kearny was to

join Hooker and Porter at Bristow for the purpose of proceed
ing toward the same point with them by another railway line.
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Reno also received instructions to leave Greenwich and follow
McDowell's movement upon Manassas. The whole Federal army,
therefore, was converging upon this point, uncovering Thoroughfare
Gap and abandoning the main road, the p<JASeS8ion of which was
only of importance to the Confederates. But even if this move
ment had been well timed, its execution was attended bygreat incon
venience. After a long march, McDowell, Siegel and .Reno only
reached their enmmpments in the middle of the night; they were
ordered to start at early dawn, although their soldiers were
exhausted. Porter was to undertake a night-march through a
wooded country and over a road encumbered by the wagons of
the whole army. In short, the generals, finding their troops
much more reduced in number by such useless fatigues than they
would have been bya pitched battle, were no longer in haste to
execute orders which they expected every moment to have coun
termanded. Porter alleged the difficulties of the road as a reason
for waiting until daylight, and only reached Bristow at ten o'clock
in the morning; it was half-past seven when Siegel left Gainesville.
McDowell OIl his part, with better judgment than his chief, had
detached, on the 27th, one of his divisons, under Ricketts, toward
Thoroughfare Gap, to bar its passage. When the order to march
in an entirely opposite direction reached him, this division had
to be left behind, and to its own resources.

Whilst Pope, to quote his own words, thought that he was g0

ing "to bag the whole crowd" of his enemies, Jackson, far from
falling into the trap, was only endeavoring to join the rest of
Lee's army with all speed. At nightfall on the 27th, at the very
time when the Federals were preparing to attack him at Manassas,
he was evacuating that position. His work of destruction was
finished, the railway track cut and the supplies burned. Jack
ilon was well aware that the Federal army, thus deprived of re
sources, would be obliged at the end of two or three days to draw
near Washington to avoid dying of hunger. Consequently, while
retiring, he was desirous of leaving to his chief the means of
profiting by the disorder he had just thrown into the Federal
army, to give them battle before they could receive any reinforce
ment from Washington. Longstreet would probably pass through
Thoroughfare Gap on the morning of the 28th, and the Confed-
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erate forces, at last united, could then strike a decisive blow.
It was necessary to keep within reach of the Federal army and
hold it in check, without, however, bringing on a general battle.
Jackson therefore decided not to fall back on the Aldie passes, as
he was authorized to do; for it would have been to relinquish the
hope of joining Longstreet on the eastern slope of the mountains.
He determined to take position near the old battle-field of Bull
Run, on the ground where McDowell had made his flank move
ment in 1861. He rested his left upon Bull Run near Sudeley
Springs, as if hc intended to menace Centreville, and extended
his right to Groveton in the direction of Thoroughfare Gap; he
was thus facing the junction where he had left nothing but charred
dehris, and could command the Warrenton turnpike, which lay per
pendicular to his line of battle; still presenting his front to Pope,
he retained him at Manassas, and in case of necessity he could
fall back upon the mountains. He had also found, as a cover to
his line, an old railroad embankment, unfinished and abandoned,
which formed a sort of breastwork, behind which his men could
make a protracted resistance against a superior force. In order,
bowever, to deceive his foe, he caused a portion of his troops to
make a daaur. While Ewell and Taliaferro's division went di
rectly to place themselves in these positions, Hill, with a view of
drawing the Federals in pursuit, marched northward, crossed
Bull Run at Blackburn's Ford and arrived at Centreville. But
once there, he brought his heads of column back to the left,
almost retracing his steps, took Warrenton turnpike, and, cross
ing Bull Run at the stone bridge, came, on the afternoon of the
28th, to take position to the left of the rest of Jackson's corps.
This stratagem was completely successful.

The several Federal corps were all on the march on the morn
ing of the 28th; but being worn out and debilitated, their move
ments were somewhat haphazard. Pope, still thinking that his
last order had been executed as promptly as he had conceived it,
was looking for his troops where they had not yet arrived, and
sending them orders which they could not receive in time to be
of use. Kearny and Reno had joined Hooker at Bristow toward
eight o'clock in the morning of the 28th. Taking these troops
along with him, Pope had proceeded in the direction of Manassas,
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on the track of Ewell, who had retired toward this point during
the night. He arrived there at noon. The position was aban
doned; nothing was left of the d~~ts upon which he had relied
to feed his army. Jackson's rear was at this moment crossing
Blackburn's Ford, and Hill's column was seen in the distance
proceeding toward Centreville. The Union general, believing
that the Confederates were falling back to the northward upon
Aldie, resolved at once to pursue them in that direction, and or
dered a new movement accordingly. McDowell, who had left
Gainesville and the main road to march upon Manassas, was
obliged to change this direction for that of Centreville. :Messen
gers were sent to call back Ricketts, who, as we have said, had
been detached to Thoroughfare Gap by McDowell. Porter was
ordered to Manassas. Finally, Pope, fearing ll'St Jackson should
escape him, continued his march upon Centreville with Heintzel
man's and Reno's corps, and suffered himself to be led more and
more astray by Hill's manreuvre.

While these movements were in process of accomplishment,
Jackson took the position we have indicated, from Sudelcy Springs
to Groveton, while Lee, with the. rest of his army, proceeded by
forced marches upon Thoroughfare ('TRp. Toward evening, after
a long, sultry day, the battle opened at several points at the
Mme time. On the extreme right of the Federals, Kearny had
reached Centreville, and attacked Hill's rear, which had just
abandoned that position to join the remainder of Jackson's corps.
Skirmishing was kept up in the woods until dark. On the ex
treme left, Ricketts' division still occupied Thoroughfare Gap all
alone, when Longstreets' heads of column reached the entrance of
the defile. The Federal batteries commanded all the pas.'l('S, and
for a time arrested the progress of the Confederates. The latter,
promptly taking advantage of their numbers, sent a portion of
their infantry round through a path which crosses the mountaiD
north of the road through Hopewell Gap; they thus attacked the
positions of the Federals in the rear, and compelled them to retire.
Ricketts, called back by Pope at the same time, marched the whole
night to join McDowell between Manassas and Centreville. The
other division of this corps, King's, was engaged at the same hour
in a fierce conwst with the largest portion of Jackson's army.
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We ha,"e seen that at noon, when Pope found Manassas evacuated,
he sent word to McDowell, who was proceeding toward this point
from Gainesville, requesting him to bear toward the left, so as
to strike the main road, and march upon Centreville. But the
order of the commander-in-chief only reached that general when
he had already advanced very far in the former direction, and the
difficulty of finding practimble roads, in order to follow the new
direction indicated, retarded its execution. Ne\'ertheless, toward
m o'clock in the evening, McDowell with King's division, fol
lowed at a long distance by Siegel and Reynolds, struck the War
renton and Centreville road at a point where it begins to descend
into the little valley of Young's Branch. He was coming from
the south; Jackson had already taken position on the wooded
heights which command that road to the northward. On his
right, Stuart had deployed his cavalry, so as to protect his flank
a"crainst any attack; he occupied the Warrenton road as far as the
\'icinity of Gainesville, his line extending as far as possible in
the direction of Thoroughfare Gap, for he Wal; impatient to join
Longstreet, the booming of whose mnnon already resounded
through the gorges of the defile. An artillery battle had just
commenced between King and J:H'kson, when the latter was in
formed by Stuart that his right flank was not menaced by the
enemy from the Gainp~ville Road. Finding himself thus free in
his movements, he ordered Ewell to bring his division and Talia
ferro's to the attack, and to fall upon the flank of the Federals,
who were seen marching in column from the other side of the
rood. Starke's brigade of Taliaferro's division, supported by the
fire of three batteries, advanced first as skirmishers; but the Fed
eral guns soon silenced those of the Confederates. The rest of
the division, supported on the left by two of Ewell's brigade8,
came up to restore the fortunes of the fight. Gallantly led by
their chiefs, these six brigades rushed furiously upon the two Fed
eral brigades of Gibbon and Doubleday, posted in a large orchard.
Both sides defended their positions with great stubbornness i the
two OlDfederate division commanders wcre severely wounded i
Ewell lost a leg while charging at the head of his soldiers. The
latter, however, despite their efforts and numerical superiority,
could not succeed in dislodging their adn·rsaries. Night alone
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put an end to the battle. When it had become completely dark,
the whole of McDowell's column having crossed over toward
Centreville, King brought his troops to the rear, and abandoned
the ground where he had made so successful a defence, but which
he could no longer hold without seriously compromising himself.

The action of the 28th left the Confederates in a much less
perilous position than they occupied the day before. Jackson,
8trongly posted along the unfinished line of railway, saw not. only
his retreat assured, but his right flank entirely disengaged.
Master of the main road, and knowing Longstreet to be at Thor
oughfare Gap, he could join him the next morning. The Federals,
on the contrary, had lost all the advantages they had po!reSSed
twenty-four hours previously, and their movements had been per
formed with so much confusion that on the morning of the 29th,
when Pope had been able to ascertain the precise situation of his
army, he was obliged to change all the plans he had formed during
the night. The two corps of Heintzelman and Reno had actnan)
pushed as far as Centreville, whither Hill had adroitly drawn them;
and there was only Siegel's small corps with Reynolds' weak di
vision in front of Jackson on the main road. That of King was
in the rear, in the vicinity of ManAAsaB. Porter, who, according
to Pope's calculations, should have been at that place, had not yet
passed Bristow st.'ltion; Banks was behind him on Cedar Run;
and Ricketts' division was endeavoring to effect a junction with
McDowell on the side of Manassas. The capital point of Gaines
ville was still unoccupied, and it was now too late for the Fed
erals to prevent a junction of the two wings of the Confederate
army.* While renouncing the idea of opposing this junction,
Pope might yet reap another advantage. He held Centreville,
Manassas and the Bull Run crossings; it was easy, therefore, for
him to mass all his army on the north bank of this stream, while
waiting for the important reinforcements which would no doubt
be forwarded to him from 'Vashington, to place himself once
more in eommunication with the eapital, and thus to oblige the
enemy to eome and attack him in a formidable position. In fact,

* A glance at the map will ~uffice to prove this, notwithstanding the assertions
of Pope, who, in his report, pretends that the position of Siegel and Reynolds
separated Jackson from Thoroughfare Gap.
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McClellan, after his arrival at Alexandria on the 27th, had set
himself immediately to work to reorganize the few troops left
under his orders, and to put them in a eondition to take the field
again. He had sent for Sumner, whom Halleck had so unad
visedly ordered to land at Aquia Creek, and who, coming up on
his transports, joined him on the morning of the 28th. Almost
at the same time, Franklin was approaching the wharves of
Alexandria. These two army eorps, being entirely without means
of transportation, could not effect a junction with Pope, of whom
there were no tidings, who was believed to be cut off from Wash
ington by the whole of the enemy's army. But if he had taken
position at Centreville, and if Sumner and Franklin had been
able to push their heads of column forward without taking the
precautions necessary in passing through an enemy's country,
they would have promptly taken a reinforcement of twenty or
twenty-five thousand men to the army of Virginia. In point of
fact, nOhvithstanding the time consumed in the preparations re
quired by the circumstances, Franklin had begun his march on
the morning of the 29th. The necessity of concentrating all his
forool in the vicinity of Centreville was the more imperative for
Pope, because his provisions werc beginning to fail; thc fatal
effects of the burning of the depMs at Manas.<;as were already
being felt, and he could not but know that, whether victorious or
vanquished, hunger would oblige him to take his army back to
the left bank of Bull Run the next day. But still believing he
should find Jackson isolated, and that the latter would try to
l'l'mpe him by a speedy retreat through Thoroughfare Gap, he
determined, the morning of the 29th, to bar his passage by again
occupying the position of Gainesville, so imprudently abandoned
the day before. Being convinced that he should not meet the
enemy before reaching Gainesville, he thought to gain time by
not uniting qis several army corps to march upon that village,
but simply designated the latter as a point of concentration for
bill columns, which came by different roads, some from Manassas
and others from Centreville. He was thus di\'iding his forces, and
tumillg his back upon Franklin, at the very moment when the
latter was endeavoring to join him. Heintzelman and Reno were
ordered to lel\'c Centreville by the ".arrenton turnpi ke, and cros.<;
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the stone bridge, so as to form the right wing of the army.
Siegel and Reynolds were to form the centre and take position
at Groveton to attack Jackson in front. McDowell and Porter
were once more to retrace their steps, and from Manassas to
throw themselves on the right flank of the enemy near the
Gainesville road.

But Jackson had no idea of beating a retreat, for he was now
cC'rtain of Longstreet's support. The latter was approaching
with three of his four divisions, that of Anderson having been
left behind i at the time when McDowell was leaving Man~"&lS

in the vain hope of forestalling him at Gainesville, he had already
passed that point. Jackson, on his side, was drawing his line
close, and taking up strong positions from Sudeley Springs to
Groveton .behind the unfinished embankments he had occupied
the day before i he thus rested his left on Bull Run and extended
his right so as to cover the Gainesville road, by which Longstret't
was expected to debouch. It was in this position that Siegel <'arne
to attack him while Pope was trying to collect the different por
tions of his army.

The left of the Confederate line was formed by Hill's division;
the centre by Ewell's, commanded by La\\i.on i the third by Talia
ferro's division, under Starke, which lay across the Gainesville
road and commanded all its approaches. Heintzelman and Reno
on the right, McDowell and Porter on the left, had a long road to
travel. Siegel therefore, who was almost touching the enemy,
opened the fight single-haDded at half-past six ig. the morning.
Schurz' division, which had deployed to the right of the turn
pike, attackell Lawton vigorously, while Milroy, with his brigade
and a batt~ry in the centre near the Stone House, and Schenck (\n
the left of the road, cannonaded Starke's troops. The battle sooo
raged along the whole line. The Federals were gaining ground,
especially (\n their left i for, Longstreet not having a:rriveO, Jack
son's right was still exposed. But that general, finding that his
left was not menaced, soon concentrated his forces against Siegel,
who had bem eontending alone for the last four hours, and whOt'\'
soldiers were beginning to give way. Lawton had resumed the
offensive, aIllI the Federals could scarcely hold him in check.
Just as Schenck was preparing to go to Schurz' assistance, he wag

-~-_.. ....-------
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himself vigorously attacked, and it was evident th:1t Siegel would
not be able to resist much longer, when friendly heads of column
appeared at last, and restored strength and confidence to his sol
diers. Kearny on his arrival formed on the right of Siegel, leav
ing more than half his troop.'! in reserve. Hooker, who followed
him close, extended his line in the direction of Sudeley Springs,
facing Hill. About this time Reno emerged through the turn
pike, and, placing himself on Schenck's left, enabled him to con
tract his front. The extreme left was formed by Reynolds, who
had arrived from Manassas.

In the presence of these reinforcements, Jackson merely kept up
a brisk cannonade, with intermittent volleys of musketry; the
moment for resuming the offensive had not yet come. In fact,
the whole Confederate army was just then taking its positions. IJee
had arrived at ten o'clock in the morning with LongstI'eet's heads
of c.olumn, about the same time that Kearny was getting into
line on the other side.* At noon Longstreet's rear-guard reached
the field of battle, and the whole Confederate army was united.
It was at this hour a1,,0 that Pope, who had until then remained
at Centreville, macle his appearance on the scene of action. The
hamlet of Groveton is situat{)d a little cast of the turnpike and
Young'>! Branch, which hR.'! already been mentioned in the nar
rative of the battle of Bull Run. Jackson's right rested on a
hill in the rear of this hamlet. The arrival of Longstreet, who
deplo}'ed' his three divisions to the right of the road, made Grove
ton the Confederate centre, and the hill lVas occupied by several
batteries commanded by Colonel S. D. Lee. Advancing his right
wing under General Jones as far as the Manassas Railway, Long
street drew up his line of battle at right angles with the road, by
placing Hood'~ division, which formed his left, on the right of
Jack80n, near Colonel Lee's battene!'!. This line formed with
that of Jackson an obtuse angle, which gave to the front of the
Confederate army the shape of a very open V, with the vertex
tnroed southward toward the enemy. The two branches of the
letter, inclined to the rear, would represent the position of the two

. .

"Tht'o hour of Longstreet's arrival was the subject of violent controvp""ies;
lmt we are of opinion that this question h!18 been set at rest without appeal by
}[r. Swinton's critical investigation of it. (Army of 1M Potomae, p. 18(1).

YOL.I1.-19
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army corps, that of Jackson deployed to the left from Groveton
to Sudeley Springs, and that of Longstreet to the right, between
Groveton and the Manassas Railway.

The latter, therefore, completely barred against McDowell and
Porter the road which Pope had indimted, when he ordered them
to march npon Gainesville from Manassas, and even the }lffi.~

sion of Groveton was no longer of any importance to them, since
the enemy's army, which they had hoped to divide, was already re
united. Consequently, it was not long before Porter met Long
street's line of battle drawn up across the railway track; he W33

forming his troops, whose long columns this discovery had taken
by surprise, when he was joined by McDowell, his superior in
rank, who was closely following him with Kings division. .Mc
Dowell asserts that he commanded Porter to attack; the latter
has affirmed, on the contrary, that his chief ordered him not to
move. However that may be, Porter deployed Morrell's trooJkl
in face of the enemy, massed those of Sykes in reserve, and find
ing it impossible to execute the movement which he had been
ordered to make by Pope in the morning, waited for further in
structions in the position where McDowell leff him. The latter
having rejoined Ricketts, \"ho was returning from Thoroughfare
Gap, found himself at last, about three o'clock, at the head of all
his army corps; and renouncing the idea of following the direc
tion which had been indicated to him, he proceeded toward Grove
ton, where the booming of cannon announced that the combat
had been renewed with. increased violence. Pope, in fact, who
WlIS not aware of Longstreet's presence, and still believed that htl
had only Jackson before him, imagined that it would be sufficient
for McDowell and Porter to push forward to strike the right wing
of the Confederates, and to fall upon their flunk and rear. Con
sequently, between two and three o'clock, thinking that this man
reuvre must have been nearly accomplished, he ordered Hooker
to attack the enemy in front. This gallant officer remarked ro
him that such an attack would stand very little chance of success.
Hill had actually found in the railroad embankments a real para
pet, behind which he could resist many assaults. Pope insisted j

Grover's brigade charged with the bayonet, and penetrating be
tween the Confederate brigades of Gregg and Thomas set foot on
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the embankment. All Hill's troops were coneentmted to dislodge
them; the re;;t of Hooker's division hastened to their a.-;siMance;
and notwithstanding their nUlIleriml inferiority, the Federals
maintained their po"ition, when E:irly, throwing himself into the
m~Ue, put an end to the stmggle and mrrilld off the victory.
Ke'dmy, who had been notified too lat~, only attacked the enemy
after Grover's repulse. MO\'ements so badly combined L'Ould not
mcceed. Kearny experienced the same fate as Hooker.

While the right of the Federals was sustaining considerable
but fruitle.-;s losses in the.~e partial engagements, Pope was
wondering that he did not hear Porter's cannon thunder upon
\l"hat he believed to be Jaek80n's flank. Having at last been
infonned of the position in which McDowell had left his sub
ordil1llte, he sent him, at half-pa.'lt four o'~lock, an order to attack
the enemy's lines, and to carry out the prescribed movement.
He eXpl'C1:ed to renew the assault upon the railroad at the mo
ment when, according to his own mlculations, Porter must ha\'e
flanked the enemy's line. Allowing him an hour and a half to
accomplish this, he gave the signal for a new attack in front
between five and six o'clock. On thc left the division of Reno,
and on the right that of Kearny, who had taken Hooker's place,
both advanced under a most terrific fire. Kearny, making a
change of front, charged the extreme left of the enemy's line,
Lroke it, threw it upon its centre, and once more took possession
of the embankment. Reno supported him. But the Confeder
at('5 made an offensive return, and the Union troops, having no
l'L"'ervcs left, finally lost all the ground they had so persistently
('untested. It was now a quarter-past six o'clock. At this mo
nJ('nt McDowell appeared on the battle-field with the heads of
('jlunlD of the remainder of his corps, which, having diverged
from the Gainesville road, had just arrived from Manassas. He
IldxlUched on the left of SiegelJ and instantly deploying the first
divk<ion, under King, led it to the attack upon the enemy's p0>5itionH
Dl"Jf Groveton. But instead of having to fight the exhausted
troops of Jackson, he fonnd in these positions Hood's divi8ion,
which Longstreet, henceforth at perfect case regarding his right,
had sent to the relief of the latter. It re8isted without losing an
inch of ground. King returned to the charge several times, but
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in vain; he could not make these fresh and numerous troop;
falter. The contest was prolonged after sunset, and amid the
darkness of the night could still be heard the shouts of the com
batants and could be seen the flashes of musketry. Meanwhile,
Porter had remained the whole of this long day in front of Long
street's right without firing a mUi3ket; by some unaccountable
delay, the order forwarded by Pope at half-past four o'clock only
re-ached him at nightfall, when a serious attack had become impos
sible. Pope was not satisfied with blaming him, as he had a right
to do, for having failed to move without formal instructions
when the hooming of caunon summoned him to Groveton, but
sought to make him alone responsible for his disaster, maintain
ing that if Porter had obeyed his orders the day of the 29th
would have achieved Jackson's defeat. Notwithstanding thelt'
accusations, Porter retained his command, and continued to serve
his country usefully; but a few month" later, when his friend and
protector McClellan had been deposed, these accusations were
taken up with renewed a."perity, and Porter was brought before a
court-martial, which deprived him of his rank. Since the war the
truth has come to light; the official reports of both parties ha,-e
been published, and it is now proved that the tribunal before
which he was tried had no knowledge of the existence of certain
document,; which would have exonerated the accused before
passing sentence upon him; it is therefore proposed to revise this
scntence in accordance with the formalities prescribed by law.
However this may be, it is now known that the whole Confederate
army was united before Porter could have exeeuted the flank
movement from which Pope anticipated such wonderful results,
and that he had before him Longstreet's entire right wing, part
of which only had been engaged against the Federal centre
at the close of the battle. His attack, therefore, could not have
produced the results upon which the general-in-<~hief had counted.
But neither the impossibility of executing to the letter the order
of the latter, nor even the instructions whi(~h McDowell may
have given him during the day, alford any excuse for his having
remained so long inactive in the presence of the enemy, with two
fine divisions, while a great battle was being fought in his vicinity.
In short, if the road he had to follow was barred against him-
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if, therefore, he eould not cut the enemy's army in two and secure
its defeat-it is equally certain that a vigorous attack made by
him upon Longstreet's right would have drawn out all the forces
of this general, and by freeing the rest of the Union line would
probably have prevented the reverse which the latter sustained at
the close of the day. We cannot avoid, therefore, blaming his
inaction at such a time and under such circumstances.* Thi;; in
difference on the part of Porter to the cannon's appeal, the man
ner in which he interpreted the orders of superiors, aud the tardi
nei6 with which these orders reached him, were the inevitable
consequences of the confl,lsiou we have already referred to in the
general management of the army.

In summary, the operations of the 29th, in which Pope had
gained nothing, had cost him very clear. He had been unable to
prevent the junction of his adversaries on the ground they had
cho;;en; he had allowed the opportunity for crushing them sepa
rately to escape; and his army, destitute of provisions, would he
compelled to beat a retreat the next day. Consequently, in so far
as l"I$ult-; were concerned, it was a defeat, although in the contest
it-elf the troops had rather gained than lost ground.

Whilst the Federals were wasting their strength against an
enemy well posted, and always ready to concentrate his troops
upon the point menaced, trouble and anxiety were on the incrcase
in Washington. Franklin was on the march, hut no one had
taken the responsibility of deciding how far he should go. Sum
lIer had landed at Alexandria, but had been sent thence in an
opposite direction to cover the passes of the Potomac above
Washington. McClellan was Mking in vain for a frank decision
whether he should go to Pope's relief with all the forces that
were 3\'ailable, or concentrate these forces around the capital and
let the army of Virginia get out of the trouble as best it could;
the President referred him to Halleck, who adopted neither of
thffiC propositions. Franklin, having no means of transportation
nor a single mounted man, stopped at Annandale on the 29th,
between Alexandria and Fairfax. Detachments of the enemy's
cavalry prevented the railroad from being used for the purpose
of revictualling Pope's army, which from that day founrt itself

* See ApP~lldix to this volume, Note D.
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short of rations. Never had the difficulties of the AmeriCllll
war been more st,rictly manifested.

His want of success, the failure of provisions, which would
have paralyzed him in case of a victory, the concentration of the
whole Confederate army, which had been made manifest by
the battle between King and Hood~verything indicated to
Pope the necessity of proceeding to Centreville, and waiting
there in a strong position for the reinforcements which he could
not rely upon at Manassas. He resolved, however, to renew the
struggle on the morning of the 30th, upon the battle-field of the
preceding day. Deceived by the statem.ents of prisoners and the
reports of his pickets, he was once more led to believe that the
enemy was falling back upon Thoroughfare Gap; and being no
longer able to tum his right, he desired to take advantage of this
supposed retreat to attack his left. Both parties, however, were
too much fatigued to renew the struggle at an early hour. When
daylight came, they had to concentrate, to reorganize, to pick up
and care for the wounded. The Federals had from six to eight
thousand men hfY1'8 de combat. A still larger number had disap
peared within a few days, some having been lost in the night-
marches or used up in those of the day, others having run away
in the midst of the battle. Consequently, the number of combat
ants was greatly reduced, and did not exceed forty-five thousand
men; the cavalry was unfit for service. It took Pope the whole
morning to reconnoitre his positions; the task of re-forming his
line and preparing for his new attack occupied him till nool1'.

The battle-field on which the two belligerents stood fronting
each other was divided by the valley of Young's Branch, the
general direction of which is from west to east.. The main road
from Centreville, as straight as a Roman causeway, followed this
stream, sometimes on one bank, sometimes on the other; it wa.~

intersected at right angles by the road from Sudeley Springs to
Man8S8US Junction. Another road, bearing more to the west,
left Sudeley to connect with the main road at Groveton. On the
morning of the 30th, this road formed nearly the line of demark
ation between the two armies. That of Lee, whose, left under
Hill was drawn up in rear of Sudeley, still occupied the salient
point of the embankment which was so fiercely disputed the day
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before, and now defended by Lawton. On his right the line of
the railroad inclined toward the north, eneircling a hillock which
extended back of Groveton to a point above the main road.
•Tack..."On's third division, commanded by Starke, occupied the
summit of this hill in front of the embankment. On this side
the Confederate front had an extension of from twenty-five hun
dred to three thousand metres. Beyond the road from Sudeley
to ~lanassas the Federals, posted across the eastern prolongation
of the embankment, occupied a range of hills opposite to this
front. The erest of the plateau by whieh the valley of Young's
Branch is bounded on the south is intersected by three ravines,
thus forming three ridges lying perpendicularly to the main road.
The first, to the west, which is met at a distance of fifteen hun
dred metres from Groveton, was the one in which Colonel S. D.
Lee had planted his batteries to connect Jackson's right with
Longstreet's left. The second, lying less than a kilometre be
yond Groveton, long, narrow, and destitute of trees, projected
between the main road and the New Market road, and com
pletely commanded the adjoining valleys; it was called Bald
Hill. The third, a thousand or twelve hundred metres more to
the east~ on the other side of the New Market road, deriv(~d its
name from the Henry House, which was on its summit.

Pope concentrated all his forces upon his right wing; Kearny
and Hooker were mussed at the extremity of the line; Reno took
JlO8ition between them and Siegel, who, also bearing toward the
right, -deployed north of the road, a little to the rear of Groveton.
On his left Reynolds remained alone south of this road ncar
Grtweton, and consequently far in advance of Bald Hill. Mc
Dowell's two divisions were separated;. Ricketts' went to the
right to support Kearny; King took position on Reynolds' right,
in advance of Siegel's line. Finally, Porter, brought back from
the eccentric position in which he had remained inactive the day
befon', came to strengthen the centre, where his soldieI':'l, fresher
than their comrades, were destined on that day to play the prom
inent part. Thus, at the moment when all the enemy's forces,
a.~ the}- reached the field of battle, enabled Lee to extend his line,
and when by his own left he menaeed that of Pope. the more, the
latter, obliged by the reduction of his troops to contract their
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front, was stripping this very wing. Under these circumstanreJ
such a concentration could not be effected without confusion. It
was in this way that Porter came, without Siegel's knowledge, to
place himself in his front, and he found himself at too great a.
distance to support him effectively, and too near to be sheltered
from the enemy's fire.

About one o'clock the fire of musketry on the Federal left
broke the mournful silence which had reigned over this san
guinary field since the previons evening. Notwithstanding the
union of all his army, Lee had not deemed the moment favorable
for resuming the offensive; in fact, satisfied as to the safety of
his communications, and knowing his opponent to be short of
provisions, he had every interest in compelling the latter to at
tack him in defensive positions. But he had no idea of retiring,
and this the Federals were soon to find .out.

After feeling the enemy for some time, Pope decided at last to
make a vigorous charge on the centre. McDowell, who had the
chief command on that side, launched Porter's corps agaim-t
Jackson's right. This corps, weakened, it was said, by the ab
sence of the brigade of Griffin, whom Pope accuses of having left
the battle-field at daybreak to ret.ire to Centreville, numbered,
nevertheless, still seven or eight thousand men, all veterans of
the preceding campaign, led h)' two experienred officers, Generals
Sykes and Morrell. They charged with impetuosity; but the open
space they had to cross was enfiladed by the hill on which Colonel
Lee had planted his eight batteries, and, from the height of this
natural bastion, they flunked the entire portion of Jackson's line
which was attach'<1 by Porter. Consequently, as soon as Long
street saw the attack whieh threatened his colleague, instead of
sending him the tardy succor of a few regiments, he concentrated,
at less than four hundred metres, the whole fire of his artillery
upon the deployed battalions of the Federals which exposed their
flank to him. The carnage in the ranks of thoae gallant soldiers
was terrible; the third line alone succeeded in reaching Jack
son's po:;itions; but being already decimated, it was easily re
pulsed. Toward half-past four o'clock Porter's entire corps, ex
hausted by the unequal contest, fell back in disorder upon Siegel,
who had massed his troops behind him. As on the 'preceding
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days, the attack of the Federals had been made by a single corps
and on a single point, so that the enemy was able to oppose them
with superior forces.

This was the moment the Confederate chief had been waiting
for to 8S8ume the offensive along the whole line; and he did so
with that ensemble which had always been wanting on the part of
his adversaries. Siegel had scarcely deployed to cover Porter's
retreat when Jackson's soldiers were already upon him in a furious
attack.

Longstreet in his turn put his columns in motion, and a gen
eral engagement took place on the right and left of the main
road. Siegel's small corps, reduced to six or seven thousand men,
and King's division, weakened by the battle of the previous day,
t'ustained the first shock of the battle. Rickett", summoned in
great haste from the right, came to their relief. Reynolds, on the
left of the road, maintained himself with difficulty. It was no
longer a question of pursuing the enemy, as Pope had ordered, but
of resisting his assaults. Longstreet's entire corps, which had
~ly been in action the day previous, advanced to the attack
of the Federal left on the other side of the road. Hood's two
brigades, followed by that of Evans, gave the signal of attack
along this road. Wilcox, with three Confederate brigades, de
plo~'ed on his left, Kemper and then Jones, with their divisions,
on his right. Anderson, who had arrived from Gainesville, sup
ported this grand attack. While the battle WllS raging near Grove
ton, the extreme right of Longstreet, finding no enemy before it, pro
<W<!{..d toward the main road in order to cut the communications
of the Federol army. The latter had extended and weakened its
line in vain attempts to cover itself on that side; Reynolds, who
was posted on Porter's left, had been detached a few hours before
and ordered to occupy Bald Hill, which commanded the road; he
had been reinforced by Ricketts and one of Siegel's brigades, so that
there remained only about one thousand men, 'Varren's hrigade
of Porter's corps, to form the left centre of the Federals near
G1'I)\,eton. The young chief of this brigade, with that war in
.tinct for which he was always distinguished, had not waited for
orders to place himself at the most important point of the line,
which ReynolJs had stripped by moving toward Bald Hill. In
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this position, when Porter made his great attack, Warren had
stubbornly covered the left flank 'of hill chief. But the reverse sus
tained by the latter obliged him to fall hack with the remainder of
the corps. Jackson's soldiers, however, did not follow up their
suCC('ss to any great extent. They had cruelly suffered in the re
cent battles; and Lee, relying upon their vigor, had not reinforeed
them. By this means he had been able to mass all his forces
upon his right wing, which was to strike the decisive blow against
the enemy. Consequently, while King aud a portion of Sit>gel's
corps found no great difficulty in maintaining themselves in the
centre in the midst of an intermittent fire of musketry, the bat
tle raged with increased violence south of the road, where the
Federals were severely pressed. It was five o'clock in the even
ing. Siegel detached Milroy's brigade in that direction; but not
having taken a good position, it could not check the a~ilantJ;,

while Reynolds, who, as we. have said, formed the e~treme left,
finally lost a portion of the ridge of Bald Hill. McLean's brig
ade, posted near him, thus became nncoverro and exposed to an
enfilading fire; the Confederates took advant~o-e of this, and hy
a vigorous charge made themsel ves masters of all this height. It
wns in vain that Siegel sent Kolter's brigade to recapture it, which
bravely rushed to the assault. It was repulsed after seeing ill!
commander struck down. From the point they occupied, the Con
federates, having entire command of the road, took the left wing
and the centre of their adversary in the rear, menacing his com
munications with the stone bridge. The Federals were compelled
to retire in great haste, so as not to lose this indispensable line of
retreat. Indeed, Longstreet was following up his success. Hi:!
artillery, posted on the heights, swept the main road; his troops
were admncing and already preparing to carry the hill crowned
hy the Henry House. But at this juncture they were checked
by Buchanan's brigade of regular infantry, whose unfaltering
stand under a terrific fire vindicnted the reputation of the troop.;
d'8.ite of which it was composed. This brigade was soon rein
forced by that of Tower of Ricketts' division, whiC'h vied with
them in ardor. Rcynolds having again come into line, his two
brigades under Meade and Seymonr joined these troops, forming
a nucleus around which grouped regiments and batteries that had
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prl'Served their organization amid the disorder. Meanwhile, the
right wing of the Federals had sustained with some advantage 1\

brisk contest, but was finally obliged to follow the movement in
retreat of the left, at the risk of remaining isolated. It fell back
upon the ford of Bull Run, situated between Slldeley Springs and
the stone bridge, which had been discovered the preceding year by
Sherman. It was now six o'clock in the evening.

In checking the offensive movement of Longstreet, the gallant
defenders of the Henry House had saved the Federal army from
a terrible disaster. They held their ground until night carne to
spread her dark mantle over Pope's retreat. 'While Banks wa..q
bringing back the greatest portion of the baggage of' the army
from Bristow to Union Mills, the troops took advantage of the
darkness to cross Bull Run j at daybreak they were entirely
ma.'JSed in the vicinity of Centreville, where they at last met
Franklin with about eight thousand soldiers.

It was a night full of trials for this army. Its losses in killed,
wounded, prisoners and war materials, either captured or destroyed,
were very large; eighteen pieces of artillery and six thousand
muskets were in the hands of the enemy. But worse than all,
the army was discouraged, and it may be said disorganized.
Nearly one-half of it.~ effective force was missing at roll-call,
while those who remained in the ranks, exhausted by marches and
cnmbat~, had not even that stimulant which sustains the courage
of soldiers to t,he very last breath-oonfidence in their leaders.
The fatal eftects of the strategic combinations devised in Wash
ington ,vere not long in making themselves felt. The scattered
Federal forces had succumbed before an adversary who knew how
to concentrate his troops in time and never hesitated. The cam
paign opened hy the army of Virginia, halfway between Rich
mond and 'Vashington, had only lasted a fortnight. Transferred
by Jackson's daring to the neighborhood of the Federal capital,
it was brought to an end upon the fatal battle-field of Manassas,
and the two Federal armies, consolidated either too soon or too
late, always deprived of the advantage of numbers through the
contradictory orders they were receiving, were about to be brought
back in disorder to the very spot which most of their soldiers had
left five months before to follow McClellan.
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The Confederate army had paid dcar for its suceess i it was too
much fatigued to undertake a pursuit whieh the darkness of the
night, the dangerous fords of Bull Run and the exeellent con
duct of the Federal rear would have rendered diflkult. But the
next day Lee set about gathering the fruits of his victory by men
acing \Vashington. Such was, by a fatal concatenation of cir
cumstan('es, the result of the alarms which at, the decisi"e moment
had prompted the refusal of McDowell's corps to MeClellan. In
com'eqnence of his declining to take some risk at the opportune
moment when the city of 'Vashington had nothing to fear, :Mr.
Lincoln two months after beheld Lee marching upon his capital
at the head of a victorious army.

Indeed, on the morning of the 31st, the indefatigable Jackson
was again in motion. The Federal forces were united at Centre
ville. Lee ordered his lieutenant to throw himself once more
upon Pope's lines of communication, being fully convin<-m that
the latter would thereby be compelled to retire under t~e guns of
the forts which surrounded Washington. Crossing Bull Run at
Sudeley Springs, and describing a large circuit to the left, Jackson
reached the main road, ealled the Little River road, which, on
leavin~ Fairfax Court~house, branchffi off from the Gainesville
and 'Varrenton turnpike in the direction of Aldie, west-north
west. He marched upon Fairfax, and in spite of a violent storm
reached the hamlet of Chantilly the same evening, where he biv
ouacked; he already fonnd himself again upon the flank, and
nearly on the rear, of the Federals, established at Centre,·ilIe.
Meanwhile, Stuart with his em·alry orossed Bull Run at the stone
bridge, where he hacl an engagement with Pope's rear-guard, and
was closely watching all the movements of the enemy. Long
street crossed the river behind him.

The Federals, on the contrary, remained inactive at Centreville.
They had at last obtained the provisions and ammunition they so
much needed, which had heen sent from Washington under the
escort of Franklin's corps. The vehicles which brought them
had been obliged to follow in the wake of the infantry for want
of eavalry to protect them. It was necessary to distribute these
provisions, to reorganize the corps, to rally the stragglers and those
who had gone astray, who filled the woods and encumhered the
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roads; it was necessary, above all, to give the exhausted men the
rest which was indispensable to them. It seemed besides that
Pope, having found Franklin at Centreville, aud expecting Sum
ner, to arrive on the 31st, could have maintained himself there for
an indefinite period. He would soon have, in fact, ne'<1rly sixty
three thonsand men under his command. The old Confederate
works harl been turned and completed under McClellan's instruc
tions a few months before. They were occupied by Porter at the
north, by Franklin around the village itself, and by Siegel at the
south. Heintzelman and Reno were placed in second line, while
Banks ,vas ordered to proceed much farther to the south, so as to
watch the lower crossings of Bull Run. On his arrival Sumner
was to cover the right by extending his line as far as Chantilly,
while :McDowell formed the reserve on the road to Fairfax Court
house.

The Federal cavalry had no longer a single horse in good con
dition, and therefore could not scout for the army. Sumner only
reached the position at Centreville very late on the 31st, and was
consequently unable to push a.~ far as Chantilly. The result Wl18

that Jackson quietly posted himself in that village unknown to
Pope, who only discovered the movement which seriously men
aced his right on the morning of September 1st. Ma~ter of •
Chantilly and a fine road along which his columns could deploy,
the Confederate general was nearer to Fairfax than the Federals
e>tablished at C.entreville, and was about to place himself once
more between them and WaRhington. Pope perceived that he
had not a moment to lose to ward off this danger; he evacuated
Centreville in all haste to cover the point menaced by throwing
himself across the two roads of Little River and 'Varrenton.
Hooker fell back from Centreville to Fairfax, rallied all the
troops he could find there, and again followed the Little River
road in the direction of Chantilly, pa.'l"ing through Germantown.
~[cDowell amI Franklin took }>lk'ition in the rear, on the left,
at the angle of the two roads. Reno, leaving the Warrenton road
before Fairfax, proceeded to draw up his corps on the left of
Hooker's division. That of Kearny, which, with the latter, com
posed Heintzelman's corps, followed close upon Reno, and WlL~ so
placed as to prolong his left. StilI farther tQ the left the corps of
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Sumner, Siegel and Porter covered the Warrenton road. Last of
all, Banks escorted the convoy, which was directed upon Alex-
andria. .

Jackson, on his side, had rellumed his march toward Fairfax;
but his soldiers, fatigued and hungry, were no longer able to
make long marches. Consequently, he did not meet the Federal
right, posted on the Little River road, halfway between Chan
tilly and Germantown, till ev£>ning. This road crosses a ravine
at a right angle, boundt->d on the east by Ox Hill, which extends
to a considerable distance north and south from the point where
the road passes. This hill, covered by the ravine, afforded an
excellent position, which had been occupied by Hooker's, Stevens'
and Reno's divisions; the two latter were under Reno, who had
succeeded Burnside in command of the ninth army corps. It
was here that Jackson found them about five o'clock in the e"eD
ing. After a useless cannonade against Hooker, who lay acl'08:l
the road, he deployed his three divisions to the right of this rood,
Starke, then Lawton, and finally D. H. Hill, at the extremity of
his line. Hill at once went into the fight amid torrents of raiD,
throwing the brigades of Branch and Field upon the Federal
left; but Reno received them without flinching, and drove them
back in disorder. The other brigades of the same divi~ion,

under Gregg, Peurter and Thomas, with a portion of Lawton'g
troops, came to their assistance. Under this new effort Ste"em-'
small division finally gave way, its commander having been killed
and its officers decimated. It retired in disorder, and that of
Rpno was obliged to follow the movement. Hooker was at too
great a distance to afford them any support. Kearny, who, as
we have stated, was following Reno, fortunately arrived at this
moment with his division. Perceiving the danger, he qnic~('n(11

the pace of his soldiers, and placed Birney's brigade in the brroch
which Stevens' defeat had opened between Reno and Hooker.
He advanced more to the right, alone, in search of a po8itiou
whence his troops could effect a junction with the latter;" but car
ried away by his zeal and deceived by the twilight, he found
himself surrounded by the enemy's troops, and fell mortally
wounded. Thus ended that noble and brilliant all'OOf, which
had commenced fifteen years before with the intrepid charge of
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the mptain of dragoons against the gates of Mexico. Kearny
did not, perhaps, possess all the qualities of a general-in-chief
at least, he ne\'er had the opportunity of displaying them; but
he was an admirable lieutenant. Vigilant, untiring, always
ready to take the lead, he could not. bear inaction. Battle was
his element. 'When balls began to whi.'!tle, his eagle countenance
(figure d'oiseau de proie) and clear eye assumed a resolute ex
pl'ffi.'!ion which inspired confidence in those aronnd him. He was
naturally fault-finding and caustic; but his high-toned mind and
genert18ity of hoort made compensation for the defects of his
character. Frequently quarrelling with his chiefs, he knew how
to make himS<.'lf beloved by his inferiors, and was always true to
his personal friends, among whom the author is proud in being
able to count himself. Philip Kearny 8tands in the first rank
among the most illustrious victims of this fratricidal war by the
side of :McPherson, Sedgwick, Bayard, Reno, Richardson and
their gallant adversaries A, S. Johnston, Jackson, Stuart and A. P.
Hill. His death created some confusion in the Federal lines;
but darkness soon put an end to hostilities, reducing Jackson's
~ucce;s to insignificant proportions.

Pope, in the mean while, did not think hc could maintain him
self in the defensive position he had taken. The discouragement
of his soldiers had at last invaded his own mind. The two ar
mies of the Potomac and Virginia were finally consolidated under
hiB command. But their numbers could no longer avail; for the
bravest men in them had come to consider a new battle fought
ander his direction in the light of a useless butchery-a painful
position for a commander-in-ehief who had certainly committed
many errors, but whose gallantry and activity could not be called
inti) question by anyone. Both soldiers and officers instantly
damored for their old general-the Ulan who had organized them
into an army, and who, notwithst.<'l.nding his reverses, had never
brought t!Uch a disaster upon them.

M('Clellan, in the mean time, was shelved (intern~) at Alexan
dria, kept far away from the s(.'t'ne of action by order of Halleck;
Ind although still nominally cornmander-in-chief of the army of
the Potomac, he had scarcely two or three aides-de-camp about
bim. He had sent off his last orderly even to escort the ammu-
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nition intended for Pope. But when the disaster of the F~leral

army appeared at last in its true light, stripped of the covering
which Pope's despatches had at first thrown around it, a new
appeal was made to his patriotism and military talents. Pope, in
fact, after having announced to Halleck that he bad" complete
ly used up the enl'my without losing a gun or a wagon," * wrote
to him a few hours later that his army ran the risk of being
entirely de~troyed,t and asked him to mIl it back to Washington
to reorganize it, and on the morning of September 2d, with
out giving time to Jackson to renew the attack, he fell huck at
the head of several columns toward the Federal mpital. On the
same day :M:r. Lincoln decided at last to entrust l\IcClellan with
the command of the defl'nces of 'Vashington, the difficult task of
repairing thc disasters mused hy the faults of another. The old
commander of the army of the Potomac, going immediately to
mect his companions in arms, found them marching sadly and
slowly in the midst of long columns of.wounded, lame, and strag
glers of every kind. It was difficult for him to recogni7.e in his
routed army the fine divisions he had brought back from the
borders of the James fifteen days hefore. He recei\'{~d the com
maud on the 2d of September from the hands of Pope, who,
through Halleck's favor and a just appreciation of his personal
courage, was appointed to military functions in the North-west
less exading than those he had just resigned.

Nevertheless, while yielding to the necessity which had con
strained it to have rl'COurse to the only man mpahle of BllYing it,
the go\'Crnment of the White House had not done so with a
good grace. It limited itself to placing under his command
the forts of 'Yashington and the troops ll.'<sembled within the
range of their guns. 'Ye may suppose that, this appointment
having been exacted from the authorities of the 'Var Department
by Mr. Lineoln's good sense and spirit of equity, the former
sought to re.,triet it ll.'l much ll.'l possible. It is impQ!':8ible to
explain otherwise the strange faet that General l\1C{;lellan,
npoll the verbal request of the President, resumed the command
of his old army without having been regularly invested with it.

* Pope's despatch to Halleck, Centreville, August 30, 9.45 P. M.

i- Ibid., September 1, 8.50 A. M.
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In fact, the order of September 2d, limiting his authority to the
defences of the capital, was neither modified nor replaced by new
official instructions when he led the army to encounter Lee.
The duties imposed upon him at this critical hour did not allow
him time to remonstrate against an omi88ion, which was too seri
ous, however, to be attributed to the confusion which preTBiled
in Washington. But if, instead of achieving a victory, he had
experienced a reverse in this dangerollS enterprise, would not his
enemies in the ·War Department have taken advantage of the
irregularity of his appointment to bring charges against him?
The idle allegations which, at a later period, were made the pre
text for deposing him give the impartial historian the right to
entertain such a supposition.

However this may be, McClellan's only thought, on once more
meeting his soldiers, was to secure them as quickly as po88ible
the means of regaining their strength and their courage. He
brought hack each corps into the old position it had occupied
during the long winter of 1861-1862. Porter and Siegel took
up their quarters at Hall's Hill, McDowell at Upton's Hill,
Franklin and Heintzelman near Alexandria, Couch in the vicin
ity of the Chain Bridge and Sumner at Fort Albany. If so many
brave men had not failed to appear at roll call, one might have
believed that the painful campaign which had taken the army
nncler the very wallsof Richmond was but a dream. In fact, every
thing had to be commenced anew; and, what was still more de
plorable, this bitter experience would teach the Washington
authorities nothing.*

*The Confederate reportll place the 10Me8 sustained by Lee'8 army, from the
23d of August to September 2d, at the following figures: Longstreet'8 corp8, four
tholJ8&lld seven hundred and twenty-five men i Jackson'8 corpA, four thousand
three hundred and eighty-seven; total, nine thousand one hundred and twelve.

It has been impo8l!ible for U8 to find complete information regarding the
lOAllel' of the Federal army during the 8ame time. It i8 probable that the confu
sion which followed the defeat, and the promptn888 with which the army again
took the field under McClellan, did not allow time to all the corps commandel'll
to ucertain these 10_ with any precision. We have only those of Siegel,
which amounted to one thousand and eighty-three men. As his corps was com
polled of only three 8mall divisions out of the sixteen which were engaged dur
ing thOlle few dayll, POpe'8 IOBBes may be rated, without exaggeration, in the
neighborhood of fifteen thoulI8Ild men.

VOLoIL-20
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The battle of the 29th and 30th of AultuRt iA sometimes designated by the
name of Groveton. Although this appellation iR more proper, we have retained
the name of Mana88lUl, which hlbl genenilly been adopted by the victorR. Some
Federal authors call it the ,*,cond battle of Bull Run; but we have thought it
better to apply this designation exclusively to the battle of July 21, 1861, which
was the only one really fought on the borders of that stream•

.
It.



CHAPTER III.

HARPER'S FERRY.

THE excitement in Washington was intense. One may imagine
what must, then, have been the consternation of those who,

three months before, had already trembled for the safety of the capi
tal at the mere announcement of Banks' defeat. They must cer
tainly have thought that this time the Confederates would not fall
into the same error they were supposed to have committed the pre
vions year, and that they would pursue the vanquished army into
the very gardens of the White HOURe. These alarms were in
reality without cause. The fortifications which had been erected by
the army of the Potomac protected Washington from a sudden at
tack. Lee had not been able to follow Pope's retreat with the
main body of his troops. The Federal general had, in fact, fallen
back upon hiR depMs, while the Confederate army absolutely
needed revictl1alling before it could resume the offensive. As soon
&<; Lee was made aware that the enemy was encamped under the
cannon of the forts of Washington, he directed his attention else
where, and withdrew the feeble advanced posts which alone had
followed the retreat of the Federals.

His victory had opened to him the gates of Maryland. On
the 3d of September, he put his army in motion toward Leesburg,
and prepared to cross the Potomac.

This crossing was a great event for the cause of the Confeder
ates. They had abandoned the defensive to assume at la'3t an of
fensh'e part. In a strictly military point of view, this was per
haps a rash determination, as it was calculated to jeopardize the
re>ults of the brilliant campaign which had just transferred the
army of Northern Virginia from the borders of the Rapidan to
those of the Potomac. This campaign had left it in a state of
destitution which seemed to render a season of rest absolutely
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necessary. It was also in want of provisioD!~, equipments, shoes
and ammunition; the roads were crowded with lame soldiers, and
the gaps made by sanguinary fights they had not been able to fill
up. In short, by carrying the war into the terriwry of the ene
my, Lee would be deprived of the great advantages which the
defensive had hitherto secured his cause. It is true that he did
not look upon Maryland as a hostile country. Being a sla\'e
State, Southern politicians considered her as belonging by right to
their Confederacy, and military men relied upon meeting with the
same sympathy which had so powerfully aided them in Virginia.
Emigrants from Maryland who had taken refuge in the ranks of
Lee's army had induced this general to believe, notwithstauding
his perspicacity, that thousands ()f volunteers would rally around
him as soon as he should appear. on the soil of their State,
and that this region, yet untouohed by the horrors of war, would
revictual his army much more effectually than the distant d~plIt8

of Richmond. Besides, in view of the great army which was
being reorganized in Washington, an invasion of Maryland was
probably the only means of protectillg Virginia. By menacing
the Northern States, Lee could prevent the Federal government
from reinforcing the army of the Potomac, and the qualities of
which his generals and soldiers had just given proofs were an
inducement for him to tempt fortune. If he had met with no
other adversaries than those he had just conquered, if he had
only had General Halleck's or Mr. Stanton's strategy to haBle, a
great victory, the siege, and perhaps even the capture, of 'Vash
ington, might have crowned his daring enterprise. On the other
hand, in order to sustain the courage of the Southern people,
who were beginning to suffer cruelly, it was necessary to throw
the charges of. the war upon the enemy's territory, so that the
North should behold in her tum her crops destroyed, her cattle
carried off and her farms burnt to ashes. It was even thought
that her warlike ardor would not be able to stand such an ordeal.
The unanimous sentiment of the army was in favor of this inva
sion as the reward of its labors. In short, the position of the
Confederates toward Europe rendered it advisable for them t.o
seize an opportunity to strike a blow which should resound on
the other side of the Atlantic. The reader has not forgotten that
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at this period the French government, discarding all the traditions
of national policy, had openly extended its sympathies to the
enemies of the American Union, and that under the name, some
times of recognition, sometimes of mediation, it had already been
several times anxious to intervene in their favor. The wisdom
of the English government, which refuse<1 to participate in these
measures, had prevented France from pursuing so fatal a policy.
But the numerous friends of the Confederates did not despair of
dragging England into this course, and thus securing them the
support of these two great European powers. In order to accom
plish this, they only a.'4ked of their clients some success which
('{luld be adroitly turned to advantage; a victory achieved beyond
the Potomac would have enabled them to maintain that the
North, beaten on her own sail, would never be able to conquer
those vast States which had rebelled against her laws.

On the 3d of September, therefore, Lee turned his heads of
column toward the Potomac. The country into which he wa.'!
about to carry the war, consisting of nearly the whole of Mary
land and a portion of Pennsylvania, is comprised between the
Potomac at the south and the Susquehanna at the north; it is
bounded on the east by Chesapeake Bar, into which the waters of
these two rivers empty. It is composed of two very distinct re
gions. The eastern sertion, slightly undulating, fertile and un
der good cultivation, comprises the southern counties of Pennsyl
vania, which constitute one-third of it; the remainder forms lower
~Iaryland, a region rich in slaves, and consequently in sympathy
with the Confederates. The western section is mountainous; the
Alleghanies, after sloping down to let the Potomac pass, resume
their direction from south-west to llorth-eastward in long paral
lel ridges. The valleys they enclose on this side are a counterpart
to that of the Shenandoah, the ridges and gorges to be met with
being precisely similar to those of the BIue Ridge. Western
~Iaryland is a triangle, which occupies the lower section of this
region; it is closely connected with Pennsylvania through its
interests and customs, and the mountain population, mostly set
tlers from the free States, had remained loyal to the Union, like
thOBe of West Virginia.

A mareh upon Baltimore must have been very tempting to the
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Confederate leader. Baltimore, the great slave city, was only kept
under Federal jurisdiction by force. It had furnished almost
alone all the volunteers who assumed to represent Maryland in
the Confederate army. Its possession, in short, even though tem
porary, by intercepting all the railroads leading to Washington,
would isolate this city, and perhaps even cause its capitulation.
What all immense effect would have been produced on both sides
of the Atlantic if Mr. Lincoln, his cabinet and Congress had
found themselves besieged in their own capital and separated
from the country they governed I But Lee resisted this tempta
tion. As McClellan in Washington held the chord of the arc
which the Confederates had to descriiw, he could forestall them
at any point whatever between the lower Potomac and Baltimore.
In marching upon this city, therefore, Lee would have given him
an opportunity to take an advanced position and deliver a defens-
ive battIe. .

He preferred to enter the mountainous region of the country.
By following this direction and ascending the Potomac, he mO\'ed
away from the Federal army, without ceasing, however, to menace
the Northeru States; if he abandoned the idea of attempting an
attack upon Baltimore, he drew near to Pennsylvania and Harris
burg, the capital of that State, to the great mining districts it
POsseJ'1Ses and its principal network of railways; he preserved
easy communications by the valley of the Shenandoah, and was
protected by the parallel ridges of the Alleghanies; he compelled
his adversary to follow him, in short, and assume the offensive.
If, attacked by the Federals, he should succeed in defeating them,
he could drive them back under the walls of Washington; and
the army of the Potomac once isolated from the Northern Sta~,

these States were open to invasion without adequate means of
defence.

Jackson, after giving his troops one day's rest, had left Ox
Hill on the 3d of September. On the 6th he cr058ed the Poto
mac at White's Ford, not far from Leesburg. The Confederate
soldiers, reduced to positive suffering by the campaign they had just
passed through, hailed the soil of Maryland as a kind of promised
land. On reaching the shore their bands struck up the national
air of the country they thought they were going to deliver-Mary-
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land! my Maryland !....:....and all responded in chorus. The silent
Jackson himself was carried away by the general enthusiasm.
He saw at last the project he had cherished since the begin
ning of the war about to be realized. Casting their eyes far
ther on, his soldiers and himself pictured to themselves the rich
fields of Pennsylvania, of which they already believed themselves
masters. Short-lived illusions I The next day, instead of an
ovation, he met with the coldest reception in the small town of
Frederick. Situated on the eastern slope of the BIue Ridge,

·Frederick is on the boundary of lower Maryland. Not far from
it the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad crosses the Monocacy, 8 trib
utary of the Potomac. Jackson occupied the right bank of this
river with his three divisions, so as to cover the march of the
army agdinst any attack which might come" from 'Vashington or
Baltimore. On the 8th the whole army was drawn up on the
left bank of the Potomac; Lee had come up in tum, and estab
lished his headquarters at Frederick. He issued a proclamation
explaiuing to the people of Maryland his object in invading a
State which he desired to treat as friendly, although not yet
legally a part of the Confederacy, in the hope of obtaining
throngh this appeal to their sympathies the assistance, both in
men and maUriel, of which he stood so greatly in need. In this
manly and simple style of address, peculiar to himself, which was
in strong contrast with the violent language of Mr. Davis, he
presented himself as a liberator, but declared himself unwilling
to coerce in any way the will of the sovereign State whose soil
he trod. The people of Maryland took him literally at his word,
and did not stir. The families of the emigrants alone manifested
a noisy sympathy. If the majority were indifferent, the Union
party was numerous and did not conceal its sentiments, while
the few secessionists, not particularly delighted with the visit of
the starving liberators, and anticipating their speedy departure,
did not wish to compromise themselves by demonstrations in
their favor. The Confederates, astonished at this reception, nat
Ul-ally accused their Maryland brethren of cowardice and treason.

Lee, however, did not waste time. In order to menace Penn
sylvania while moving away from Washington, he had to rest his
line upon the valley of the Shenandoah, that route flanked by
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two gigantic parallel walls whieh penetrates into the heart of
Virginia. At the time of the battle of Mana."Slls its northern
extremity was occupied by twelve or thirteen thousand Federals,
four thousand of whom, under Geueral 'Vhite, were at 'Vinches
ter, and the remainder at Harper's Ferry under Colonel ~Iiles~

On the 3d of September, at the news of Lee's march toward the
Potomac, White evacuated Winchester and retired to Martins
burg. Miles and himself had been cut off from Washington by
Jackson's troops, who had crossed the river in the vicinity of
Leesburg. But they had only to cross the water in their turn .
and enter Maryland to avoid being surrounded by the enemy,
and join the forces which were being organized on the borders of
Pennsylvania at their approach. The Confederate army once on
the other side of the'Potomac, Martinsburg and Harper's Ferry
lost all their importance, and protected nothing, the rnilway
it"elf which passes through those villages being no longer of any
value to the Confederates, inasmuch as it did not follow the direc
tion of their invading march. All the troops who remained on
the Virginia shore, therefore, were sure to be cut off, besieged
and speedily made prisoners, without any other advantage than
that of having disturbed Lee's communications during a few days.
Consequently, the Confederates did Dot pay any attention to them,
fully convinced that they would not be so imprudent as to tarry
on the right side of the Potomac. But they had counted without
General Halleck. The latter had retained his direct authority
over the troops of 'Vhite and Miles, whom he had ordered to de
fend Harper's Ferry at any cost, happen what might. He at
tached an importance to the possession of this point which it is
difficult to explain. He pretended to hold the keys of Maryland
after the gatcs had ht..-en burst open. 'Vhen, as u-e was informt.'l.l
at Frederick that the Federals persisted in occupying Harper's
Ferry, he determined to take advantage of this strange impru
dence, it was the 9th of September. Up to this tim~ the army
of the Potomac had watched his movements without seriously in
terfering with them. It was natural for him to suppose that it
had not yet sufficiently recovered from the effects of the last cam
paign to be able vigorously to aSl'ume the offelll'ive. Pllleed be
tween it and the garrison of Harper's Ferry, the latter was com-

.....
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pletely at his mercy. rnst~d of leaving a detachment to watch
it, which would have weakened his army, he could, by deploying
a. considerable force, try to crush it before McClellan could come
to its relief. In order to compass this great result, he resolved
to sOl;pend his northward movement for a few days.

The whole army was ordered to take up the line of march the
next day toward the upper Potomac. It thus turned its baek
u}lQn 'Vashington, and abandoned Frederick and the line of the
~IonO<'aCY, Lee entered the mountainous section of :Maryland.
The chain of the Blue Ridge, whieh terminates the point of con
fluence of the Shenandoah and the Potomac at Harper's Ferry,
iii prolonged north of the latter river by that of South Moun
tain. \Vest of this chain is a large valley which is the coun
terpart of that of the Shenandoah, and the water" of which,
flowing in an opposite direction, also run into the Potomac and
form two small parallel rivers, the Conecocheague, whieh emp
ties into the Potomac at \ViIliamsport, and the Antietam, the
m<mth of which lies a little below Sharpsburg. The river is
ea.;ily fordable near these two villages in fine weather. In
th~ centre of the valley lies the little town of Hagerstown,
at the head of a line of railway belonging to the Pennsylvania
milway system. This line runs in a northerly direction
through Chambersburg, enters another. valley, the waters of
whi{'h, still enclosed by the Alleghanies, flow in the direction of
the Susquehanna, and at last reach this river opposite Harris
burg. At Chambersburg an unfinished branch of this line is
detached toward the west in the direction of Gettysburg; but at
that time it did not tun beyond the foot of the hills over which
pa.-;ses the important road from Wheeling to Philadelphia. In
entering the valley of the Antietam, Lee placed the defiles of
South "Mountain between McClellan and himself. The two prin
cipal passes, the most northerly of which is called Turner's Gap,
and the other, ten kilometres more to southward, Crampton's
Gap, are tra\'ersed by two roads, both of which start from the
\'ill~<re of Middletown, on the eastern slope of the mountain.
The first lead~ to Boonsboro', and thence to \Villiamsport and
Hagerstown; the 8C{~ond to Rohrersville, where it fi)rks, ascend
ing toward Sharpsburg on one side, amI stretching down in the
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direction of Harper's Ferry through Pleasant Valley on the other.
A third road leaves Middletown in a southern direction, skirting
the eastern side of the mountains, which it goes round by encir
cling the course of the Potomac at Harper's Ferry', Between the
river and the high rocks which line its bordel'S, there is a space of
only a few metres in width, which gives passage to a amal, a rail
way and a wagon-road running alongside of each other. A hand
ful of men is sufficient to block this alpine gorge, apd from the
opposite bank a few guns, firing over the boiling waters of the
river, can sweep the road with grape.

At the entrance of the pass, while the Potomac precipitates
itself, intersecting at a right angle the mountains which 8eeID

drawn up to bar its passage, the Shenandoah, skirting the foot
of these mountains, comes to mingle its waters with the former,
to take advantage of the same opening, and to leap with it over
the barrier which it has been coasting all tJle way from its
source. Above their con.fluence, in a very picturesque situation,
is seated the little town of Harper's Ferry, in the form of an am·
phitheatre, on the eaBt slopes of a hill, the summit of which is
two or three kilometres from thcse, and which, under the name of
Bolivar Heights, extends from one river to the other. These slopes
are entirely commanded by the two spurs of the principal chain
of mountains, which, souih and north of the Potomac Gap, rise to
a height of more than six hundred metres above the waters of the
river. The northern heights, which form the extremity of South
Mountain, are known by the name of Maryland Heights, while
those at the south, which terminate the Blue Ridge, are called
Loudon Heights. They are placed like tW() sentries, having at
their feet Harper's Ferry, the Bolivar Hills, all the roads leadin~

to the city, and the two rivers which encircle it. Their p0sses

sion, therefore, is indispensable to the defence of Harper's Ferry,
which in itself is nothing but a kind of blind alley fatal to auy
one who permits himself 1p be driven upon it. It was in this
blind alley that Lee had determined to capture Miles and his
small army.

He ordered Jackson to march upon Boonesboro', then to wheel
round to the left., recross the Potomac at Sharpsburg Ilnd capture
Martinsburg with its garrison, so as to cut off the retreat of thl"
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Federals on that side. Longstreet, who followed him, was di
rerted to stop near Boonesboro' and wait, with all the baggage of
the army, until the surrender of Harper's Ferry should enable
him to resume the movement toward Pennsylvania. The divis
ions of Anderson and McLlw!!, under command of the latter,
were ordered to leave Middletown, and to march rapidly by the
road leading to Harper's Ferry around Maryland Heights, so as
to arrive in time to seize those heights. Walker's division, cross
ing the Potomac lower down, was to occupy Loudon Heights,
thus completely investing Harper's Ferry. Finally, Hill's di
vision was to close the march of the army by faIling back upon
Boonesboro' through Turner's Gap. Lee thus divided his army
into two parts: the first, composed of six divisions, invested Har
per's Ferry; while the second, comprising four other divisions,
marched in an opposite direction, upon Boonesboro' and Hagers
town. He argued that a prompt succe&';! would enable him not
to prolong this dangerous separation. .Harper's Ferry was to be
surrounded on the evening of the 12th by such a large for(,'C, that
he hoped Jackson would take possession of it the next da.y, and,
starting immediately after, be enabled to join the rest of the army
either at Hagerstown or at Boonesboro' on the 14th.

The condition in which the battle of Manassas had left the
Federal army justified the bold manreuvre of the Southern general.
In resuming command of thi!! army on the 3d of September,
McClellan had, indeed, undertaken a colossal task. It was neces
sary to re.'ltore confidence to a discouraged body of troops, re-eH
tablish their organization. restore a vigorous discipline, reward
some and deprive others of their commands, and all this trans
formation was. to be accomplished in the midst of an active cam
paign, and in the presence of an adversary like Lee. The name
of McClellan alone was almost sufficient to restore courage to his
old soldiers. At the very outset he obtained that ready co-opera
tion which Pope had sought in vain from his subordinates. The
rest was accomplished whilst marching and fighting. In fact, on
the 3d, to follow the movements of the enemy at a distance, the
army of the Potomac began by crossing over to the left bank of
the river in the vicinity of Washington. As we have stated be
fore, the march of the Confederates toward the North no longer
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allowed McClellan to confine himself to a mere defmce of the
capital, but compelled him to undertake an offensive campaign,
so as to protect Baltimore and to free Maryland. The plan of
the imTaders, however, was not. lmfficiently developed for him to
feel at liberty to move far from Washington in pursuit of them,
for they might yet by a rapid move recross the river and suddenly
come down the right bank to make an unexpected return to the
Federal capital. Such a manreuvre was not very probable; but
both Mr. Lincoln and General Halleck firmly believed that the
invasion of Maryland was a mere feint of the enemy. They
charged McClellan" to protect the seat of government, and already
reproached him with dangerous imprudence in having advanced
his army a few kilometres to watch the enemy. This army,
however, drawn up en echelon on the left bank of the Potomac,
only followed the Confederates in the direction of the MonOOlcy
at a long distance and by short marches; the latter, on their part,
seemed less and less disposed to menace the capital of the Union.
Finally, on the 7th of September, McClellan, convinced of the
futility of the alarms which had hitherto held him back, no longer
listened to these timid counsels; and definitely taking the field,
he established his headquarters at Rockville, on the Frederick
turnpike. The reorganization of the army was nearly completro.
Thc army corps, reduced by the previous campaign to the pro
portions of divisions, or even simple brigades, had been strength
ened by new regiments, which swelled the efft>ctive force of each
to the figure of from twelve to twenty thousand men. Leaving
in Washington all the regimcnts not yct brigaded with the corps
of Siegel and Heintzelman, as well as a portion of those of Ke~'es

and Porter, which had most need of re-formation, McClellan took
with him five army corps. His forces were thus divided into two
portions. Nrarly seventy-two thousand men were left in the
capital, half of whom at lrost were old soldiers. This number,
which must appear enormous when we take into consideration the
fact that the enemy was 110 longer menacing Washington, WIIS a
nece-;sary concession to the anxieties of the government. Tht'
other part, the active army, was composed of the first corps, taken
from McDowell and placed nnder Hooker; the second and sixth
corps, still commanded by Sumner and Franklin respectivel~'j
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the ninth, under Reno; the twelfth, which had been transferred
from Banks to old General Mansfield; and finally, the two
divi"ions of Sykes and Coueh, detached from the corps of Porter
and Ke)·es. This army numbered eighty-seven thousand one
hundred and sixty-four men of all arms. McClellan divided it
into three parts. The right wing, comprising the first and ninth
corps, was placed under Burnside; Sumner commanded the
("('nm, composed of the second and twelfth; the sixth, with the
dh;sions of Couch and Sykes-the latter belonging to Porter's
corps--constitutcd provisionally the left under Franklin.

That portion of Maryland through which the Federals were
going to puss is very rou~h and wooded, but the roads are nu
merous and practicable. Thus each corps could follow a different
road, the left along the Potomac, the centre in the direction of
Frederick, and the right more to northward, in such manner as to
approach Baltimore. On the 9th of September, just as Lee was
preparing to invest Harper's Ferry, the left and centre of the
army of the Potomac occupied the line of the Seneca from the
mouth of that river as far as Middlebrook, while it refused its
right toward Brookville. Lee put his army in motion for Har
per's Ferry on the 10th. On the morning of the 11th, McClel
lan hastened the mar.ch of his own troo~, and having no fear for
the safety of Baltimore pushed his right wing forward; the lat.
ter entered the town of Frederick on the 12th, after a slight en
~ooement with the enemy's rear-guard. On the 13th the whole
army had crossed the Monocacy, and the greater portion of it was
concentrated around Frederick. By this time Lee, following the
roads from Harper's Ferry and from Hagerstown, had placed
the passes of South Mountain between his army and that of lIfc
Clellan. The latter, however, was not yet able to fathom the
designs of his adversary. Did he intend to make a screen of these
defiles for a rapid invasion of Pennsylvania, or, according to the
plan ascribed to him by General Halleck, was he going to descend
again the right hank of the Potomac, to appear unexpectedly un
der the walls of Washington? However improbable this last
supposition might be, the despatches he was receiving from his
superior in command warned him, in snch formal terms, to prepare
for this eventuality, that he could not neglect it altogether in his

c)ltiLE DvGoogle
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calculations. Those who had no knowledge of the indiscretion
committed by Miles in shutting himself up at Harper's Ferry
found it difficult to undeD:ltand the object of Lee's sudden move
ment from east to west. But at this moment a fortunate chance
revealed to McClellan all the designs of bis adversary, clearly
indicating the course he ought to pursue. On bis arrival at
Frederick on the morning of the 13th, a scrap of paper picked
up from the corner of a table in the house which had served as
headquarters to the Confederate D. H. Hill was placed in his
hands. The printed heading: "Headquarters of the army of
Northern Virginia," had accidentally attracted the attention of
an officer, who, on unfolding this crumpled piece of paper, soon
discovered ita immense importance to the Federal cause. It was
nothing less, in fact, than a detailed order of march of the great
movement which was to cause the fall of Harper's Ferry-an
order which Lee had sent to all his corps commanders on the
evening of the 9th, and which, by a fatal negligence, Hill had
lost on leaving Frederick. McClellan was now in possession of
all the plans of his opponent, had seen his hand and surprised
him at the very moment when, counting upon the mystery by which
he thought himself surrounded, he was dividing his army, and ri.~k

ing a dangerous manamvre to obtain an important result. It was
a splendid opportunity, but the danger at the same time was im
minent; for it was evident that Miles, of whom the Federals had
heard nothing more, was allowing himself to be hemmed in on
the right bank of the Potomac. It wa.'! necessary, therefore, on
the one hand to prevent the capture of Harper's Ferry, and on
the other to attack the Confederate army before it should be ahle
to reunite. It was undoubtedly late, for Harper's Ferry was to
be attacked on that very day. But its large garrison was in a
condition to resist for a conSIderable length of time; and for
however short a period the execution of Lee's plan might thns
be retarded, he was surprised in the midst of this operation
with a divided army. The Federal troops immediately took up
their line of march toward Middletown. Thence, Franklin,
bearing to south-westward with the left, was to carry the pass of
Turner's Gap, proceed rapidly down Pleasant Valh~y on the track
of McLaws, attack the latter vigorously with all his forces, rescue
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the garrison of Harper's Ferry, and finally, without losing a mo
ment, taking this garrison with him, overtake the rest of the army
through Rohrersville. In the mean while, Burnside, leading the
ma'rcb, and following a north-westerly course by the road from
~Iiddletown to Boonesboro', was to force the pass of Cmmpton's
Gap, followed by Sumner's corps and Sykes' divisions. After
ero&..ing the monntain these forces were to attack Longgtreet und
D. H. Hill, whom McClellan expected thus to surprise far from
Jackson and the thirty thousand men massed around Harper's
Ferry. The Fedeml general had not deemed it proper to direct
Frnnklin to follow the shorter route from Middletown to Harper's
Ferry, along the line of the Potomac, because, as we have stated,
it wa'J easily defended; but a glanee at the map will show what,
important results he had a right to anticipate if the garrison of
Harper's Ferry should only make an honomble resistance. In
fact, McLaws, finding himself alone on the left bank of the river,
and separated from Jackson and Walker by its watcno, could not
have resisted Franklin, while the latter, after raising the siege
of Harper's Ferry, would have been in a position to bar the pas
lIagC of the Potomac against Jackson, and reach the field of battle.
before him, where the whole Federal army was going to attack
Lee while thus deprived of more than one-third of his forces. A
critic, who should fail to take into consideration the condition in
which McClellan had fonnd the troops whose command Pope had
handed over to him, might perhaps blame him for having lost a
few honrs in the execution of this plan, to which the incapaPity
of the defenders of Harper's Ferry was to give a decided im
-portance. But instead of condemning 80 trifling a delay, we feel
convinced that impartial history will render justice to the really
ext1'll.ordinary results he obtained through his activity, the pre
cision of his orders and the prestige of his name in leading to
the pursuit of ~ victorions enemy the ronted bands he had nlllied
ten days before in sight of the capital. He could not make them
mareh with the regularity of tried veterans, nor could his lieu
tenants, notwithstanding their zeal, always conform strictly to the
orders he gave them. It followed that Sumner, on the evening
of the 13th, had not left Frederick, that only a single corps of
tbe rigllt wing, Reno's, had reached Middletown, while the greater



320 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

portion of the left wing was still on the bunks of the l\Ionocacy.
The execution of the great movement, in fact, was onl.y com

menced on the morning of the 14th. The march of the heads
of column of the enemy's army had not been unobsen"ed by Cee,
and their arrival at Middletown on the evening of the 13th had
made him conscious of the danger that menaced him. Relying
upon the slowness of the Federals, and the secrecy in which he
believed. he had shrouded his operations, he had been unwilling to
deta.ch any portion of his troops for the defence of the South
Mountuin passes, and simple rear-guards had been left in these
passes by the corps which had passed through them, on their di
verging march upon Harper's Ferry and Hagerstown, to guard
them. But at the break of day on the 14th the Confederate
general hastened to occupy them again in force, and had the good
fortune to forestall the main body of the Federal army, which
thus missed the opportunity of occupying them without striking
a blow. Whilst McLaws, who had already reached the banks of
the Potomac, was sending the largest portion of his division to the
rear, with orders to defend Crampton's Gap at all hazards until
Harper's Ferry should capitulate, Hill's division, followed by
the whole of Longstreet's corps, returned in haste to Turner';;
Gap.

Reno, having left Middletown at daybreak on the 14th, arrived
early at the foot of this defile, which Hill occupied alone with
less than six thousand men. Situated between the two Villa.,lFCS
of Middletown and Boonsboro', at a distance of five kilometres
from the former and three from the latter, Turner's Gap, or
Frog's Gap, is a deep gorge opening in the South Mountain ridge.
After rising to a height of nearly two hundred metres over slope>
of considerable steepness, the road enters the gorge, where it
winds among abrupt acclivitiC'S from one hundred to one hundred
and fifty metres in height. This narrow gap can -be defended by
a handful of men; but the ridge it crosses not being inaccessible,
it is upon that, and not upon the defile itself, that the real defence
of the pass depends. Sixteen hundred metrC'S north of the road
the crest of the South l\Iounta.in rises, forming a scarped hill
which commands the whole surrounding country; then it divides
and encloses a valley which, as it deepens, forms a gradually in-

\
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crea"iug oh8taele between the two lines of height;;;. Two roads,
one to the north of the defile, called the Hagerstown roan, the
other south of it, known as the Sharpsburg road, ascend the east
ern ridge in successive echelons, winding among rocky aec1ivities,
wooded eminences, large pasture clearings, and thu8 allow the
fil'!'t section of the gorge to be avoided. But the ke)· to the whole
pooition is the hill situated at the north, for it commaneJ,; equally
hoth ri4tge-, while any attack from the south renners it necessary
to mIT)" ea~h in succession.

It was, however, from this side that the Federals, not being
well informed, approached the enemy. General Cox's division,
composed of Ohio troops, and called the Kanawha division, as
coming from "'est Virginia, reached the ground between nine
and ten o'clock. It was the head of Reno's corps. Hill's right,
which defended the ridge south of the pa..'lS, only consisted of
Garland'/> brigade; its numerical inferiority, however, was fully
e~mpensated by the defensive advantages of the gronnd it occu
pied. After a long and fruitless cannonade, Cox made a vigorous
attack, trying his utmost to flank its right. TIl(' Federals climbed
the hare aedivities under a sharp fire, and sustained severe losses.
They reaehcd the summit of the ridge on the Sharpsburg road,
lim on the left, then at the centre. Garland returned to the.
('harge, disputing its possession with them. But he was killed,
amI hi" soldiers were driven in disorder iuto the valley which
separote; the two ridges. The second was then at the mercy of
the Federals, f;)r Hill had but very few troops to defeud it; and
if th(')" had been ahle to follow up their sucee"s, the pa..'IS would
then ha\"e fallen intD their hands. But Cox was still alone upon
the grnuDfl; hi>! troops had suffered cruelly, aud he paused to
wait for reinforcements. He tim'! enabled Garland's soldiers to
reform on the opposite ridge, allowing a portion of Longstreet's
!'1'1'Jl", which wa.... coming np at a quick pace, time to reiuforce
Hill'~ division. The Confederate!> soon resumeel the offensive;
hut their cffort'J ai:,rainst Cox proved unavuilin~.

Ahout two o'clock, Reno, with his second di,·ision, under 'Vil
(1):<;, rewhed the field of battle. Hooker's corps followed closely;
MrClellan and Burnside directed the movement'! of their troops
in person. Reno placed Wilcox on Cox's right, at the extremity

VOL. II.-21
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of the ridge, whence he commanded the depths of the defile,
whilst, at the same time, McClellan ordered Hooker to p~
north of the road and attack with one of his dh·isions the enemy's
left, which occupied the Hagerstown road, and the hill command
ing the whole field of battle. But before the troops had time to
take their positions the enemy renewed the conflid and violently
attacked Wilcox's division, which was in the act of deploying.
He opened fire at one hundred and fifty metres in so unexpected
a manner that the Federal- line was for a moment thrown into
great disorder, and several of their guns were even abandoned by
the gunuers. But when the Confederates advanced to seize these
guns, the Seventy-ninth New York and Seventeenth Michigan
returned to the charge and overwhelmed them. This return
movement was the more creditable to these two regiments, boom~
the second was composed of soldiers who had only seen one
month's service. Under favor of this success, Wilcox re-formed
his division, and occupied the disputed ground, not without pay
ing dear for its pOR,c;l'SSion. In the mean time, Hooker had led
Meade's division (formerly Reynolds') to meet the enemy; Hatch's
division (formerly King's) formed on his left; that of Rickett;:,
which followed at a distance, would extend, if necessary, to the
extreme right. It was four o'clock. McClellan ga,-e the signnl
for a general attack. The whole line was put in motion, but it
met with a vigorous resistance, for Longstreet had arrived with
a portion of his army corps, and was determined at all hazard"
to prevent the assailants from debouching to the west of South
Mountain before Harper's Ferry should surrender, and before Lc~

should have time to unite his divided army. The Federals, how
ever, being more numerous, full of ardor and skilfully handle<l,
were soon successful at every point. On the left the main efti)rt
WIlS made by 'Vilcox's dhrision, which carried the slo~ aoon
the turnpike; it was supported by the division of Sturgi!'l, an.1
later by that of Rodman, both belonging to Reno's corps. The
success of the Unionists on this side, however, was not decisiw,
for they were not yet masters of the second ridge, at the foot of
which they were still fighting at the approach of night. But the
ground they had gained-north of the battle-field had given them
control of the pass. In fact, Meade on the right and Hatch on
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the leftof the Hagerstown road had carried everything before them.
The combat had been spirited, the belligerents had engaged at
short musket-range, and steep acclivities had been scaled; a long
time detained inside of a clearing full of rocks, behind which the
enemy's sharpshooters were sheltered, Hatch's division had at
last surmounted all these obstacles. I n the centre Gibbon had
ascended by the main road up to the entrance of the defile, where
he had an engagement in which he obtained the advantage. At
last the first ridge wa.'3 taken, as well as the hill which oommands
it. The second ridge, thus (,'Ommanded, was turned, and with it
the whole of Longstreet's position. If there had yet remained a
few hours of daylight, McClellan, who saw Snmner's corps already
arriving, might have crossed the mountain and inflicted an irrep
arable disaster upon his adversary. But it was seven o'clock in
the evening, and it was now the 14th of September; darkness
soon shrouded the valleys and ridges of South Mountain. The
battle was still going on at the left, and the Federals at this mo
ment sustained a serious lOBS-Reno, a brave and intelligent officer,
was killed by one of the enemy's skirmishers; neither side, how
ever, could any longer gain ground, and the fire gradually died
away in the shadows of the night. Sumner, passing to the front
line soon after, took the place of Burnside's troops upon the
ground which they had conquered.

The battle of Turner's Gap had cost the Federals three hun
dred and twelve men killed, one thousand hvo hundred and thir
ty-four wounded, and twenty-two prisoners; the Confederates
lost about as maay in killed and wounded, and besides, fifteen or
!'ixteen hundred prisoners. This was an important succeBS for
)1l'Clellan, which restored confidence to his soldiers and opened
to him at the same time the entrance to the valley of the Antie
tam, where he hoped to strike his adversary before Jackson should
have returned from Harper's Ferry. If he had been able to
begin the battle sooner, he would have inflicted upon Hill, who
wa..~ isolated, a much more serious reverse, and by obtaining con
trol of the South Mountain passes before night, he would have
definitely prevented the junction of his adversaries. But the
Federal general could not foresee the failures which were to result
in the premature surrender of Harper's Ferry, and he had reason
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to felicitate himself upon the result achieved and the unquestion
able victory he had just obtained.

Franklin, in the ml'an while, with the left wing of his army, had
also been obliged to force his way through the mountain p.~

and at the same hour that the contest was raging around Tl1rner'~

Gap, he had fought a similar battle at Crampton's Gap. He
reached the village of Burkettsville at noon, at the foot of this
defile, which he found occupied by three brigades of McLaws'
division, under the orders of Howell Cobb, formerly a member
of Congress, well known in the political struggles which had pre
ceded the civil war. Here also it was through the accessible ridge
of South Mountain, which could not be approached directly by the
road, that a passage had to be effected. The Confederates were
established on this ridge, fully determined to defend it to the last
extremity. Franklin deployed the two small divisions, the only
troops he had with him, Slocum on the right of the road and
Smith on the left. A stone wall which extended along the base
of the mountains served at first as a point d'appui to the Con
federate line. Dislodged from this shelter, Cobb re-formed his
troops on the ridge, where he was supported by his artillery; the
latter, however, could not prevent the Federals from reaching
the summit. Bartlett's brigade of Slocum's division was foll'
mOHt in the attaek, and suffered the heaviest losses. The :Fed
erals ended by seizing all the positions of the enemy. Mastcl'li
of the Crampton's Gap pass, which Cobb had naturally abandoned,
together with the height.~ that commanded it, they emerged into
Pleasant Valley. Proceeding rapidly down this valley, their
heads of column bivouacked for the night at five kilometrrs only
from Maryland Heights-that commanding position on the leti
hank of the Potomac which the defenders of Harper's Ferry
H!Jollld have preserved at all hazards, and where Franklin full~

expected to join them. This hope was to be cruelly disappointed.
The brilliant combat of Crampton's Gap had cost the two small
divisions of Slocum and Smith one hundred and fifteen killl.J,
four hundred and sixteen wounded, and only two prisoners. The
losses of the Confederates, who had made a gallant defence, weI'!'
also considerable, and they left, besides four hundred prisoners,onl'
field-piece and three flags in the hands 0f their ~dversaries. ~
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at Turner's Gap, the su~ of the Federals would undoubtedly
have bren more complete if it had been achieved a little sooner.
If Smith and Slocum had arrived early before Crampton's Gap
by marching a few kilometres farther the previous evening-if
Couch, b,r following them closer, had shortened the hattIe through
his intervention-Franklin would probably have come within sight
of Harper's Ferry on the very evening of the 14th, and his pres
ence at this juncture would have indeed changed the issue of the
sad drama which was being enacted there. But as we have
already remarked, the expression of this regret, in view of the
success of the Federal army, cannot, without injustice, be hrought
as a reproach against its commanders, who had on their hauds the
double task of marching and reorganizing their battalions. The
two battles of Turner's Gap and Crampton's Gap, having been
fought on the same day and not far from each other, took the
common name of the battle of South Mountain. The total losses
sustained in this first encounter on the soil of Maryland was two
thousand one hundred and one on the side of the Federals, and
about four thousand on that of the Confederates.

In order to convey an idea of the cvolutions in the game of
whieh Harper's Ferry was the stake, we must relate in detail the
movements of the Confederates, and to this effect go back a few
daj·s. 'Ye have seen Lee on the 9th of September forming his
plans for investing this place, and putting his whole arlllY in
motion on the morning of the 10th. \Vhilst Longstreet, followed
by the baggaf,re, the parks of the army and Hill's llivisioll, was
proceeding toward Boonesboro', McLaws was marching toward
~Iarylalld Heights. \Valker crossed the Potomac, so a." to seize
Loudon Heights, while Jackson, describing a large circuit, crQ".,ed
the river at \Villiamsport, and deseellded it again on the right
Lank, thus to close the circle which was to surround Harper's
FelT)". But these complimted movements, despite the energy of
the officers who had them in charge, experienced a delay of one
day i and that day was sufficient to ensure the safety of the Union
troops. Indeed, Jackson had been obliged to deploy his army
on the right bank of the Potomac in order to cut off the retreat
of the garrison of Martinsburg, which would otherwise have es
~ped to the west. He had thus organized a kind of grand hunt-
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ing-match through the lower valley of Virginia, driving all the
Federal detachment,> before him, and forcing them to crowd into
the blind alley of Harper's Ferry. But it was not until eleven
o'clock on the morning of the 13th that he made his appearance
before the declivity of Bolivar Heights. Walker had established
himself the day before on Loudon Heights, which he had found
unoccupied, while McLaws had only reached the foot of Mary
land Heights at a late hour on the 12th. He had only been able
on that evening to engage in a harmless musketry fire with the
Federals who were posted there, and had been compelled to post-
pone the attack till the next day. .

On the 13th, the day on which McClellan found Lee's order
of march, the Federal troops cooped up at Harper's Ferry num
bered fourteen thousand men, two thousand of whom were cavalry,
with seventy-three field-pieces. On the approach of Jackson,
General ·White, who had assembled all the detachments scattered
through the valley of the Shenandoah at Martinsburg, brought
them to Harper's Ferry, placing himself under the orders of
Colonel Miles, who was in command of that post. 'Vith this
small army, Miles had nothing to fear from his adversaries; for,
having control of the bridge of boat., which connected Harper's
Ferry with the opposite side of the river, he could concentrate all
his forces on Maryland Heighti', and maintain himself in that
position f(lr an almost indefinite period. He could even have at
tacked l\IcLaws with a numerically superior force, and perhaps
have crusher! him before Jackson, who was separated from his
lieutenant by the river, could have come to his assistance. But,
from the beginning, the incapacity of Miles and the weakness of
his subordinates created a great deal of confusion among the de
fenders of the place, and disheartened everybody. At a short
distance from Maryland Heights there is a most difficult pass
called Solomon's Gap, where McLaws could have been held in
check for a long time. Miles was unwilling to occupy it. He
had done nothing to fortify Maryland Heights, although McClel
lan had already given special instructions to that eflect previous
to the Peninsnla campaign; he did not even furnish the neces
sary tools to improvise parapets, but contented himself with leav
ing Colonel Ford with two or three thonsand men in the pIare
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without any directions. Construing Halleck's orders literally,
he obstinately shut himself up in the village of Harper's Ferry,
and, in order to concentrate himself in this place more effectually,
did not hesitate to sacrifice Maryland Heights, which formed its
citadel.

On the morning of Saturday the 13th, McLaws attacked this
position. The ridge of South Mountain, in stretching down to
the Potomac, forms a succession of echelons. The last of these,
which commands the river in front of Harper's Ferry, alone bears
the llame of Maryland Heights. At the same dit;tance in the
rear there is a more elevated ridge, which extends northward a."!
far as Solomon's Gap. The Federals had intersected the ridge
with a wooden breastwork, constructed in haste. The northcrn
extremity was only occupied by a small detachment, which Mc
Laws drove back in taking poS8ession of the defile. Following
the ridge, he encountered the Federals, who had rushed forward
to meet him, and drove them back to their entrenchment., in dis
order. After receiving some reinforcements, he rencwcd the at
tack about nine o'clock in the morning. The Union troops,
protected by the breastwork, inflicted at first considerable losses
upon the assailants, but soon gave way to a disgraceful panic and
fled toward the lower echeloo, abandoning to the enemy the posi
tion which they could have indefinitely defended with ea."e. Ford
tried in vain to recapture it; his soldiers were unable to climb
the acclivities, which their comrades had descended so rapidly,
under the enemy's fire. He nevertheles<l remained in possession
of Maryland Heights, while his adversaries, not profiting by the
advantage thus acquired, suffered the rest of the day to pass with
out seriously molesting him. McLaws was unwilling to advance
too far without being sure that Jackson was before Bolivar. It
was well he acted thus; for during the night he was informed by
Lee of McClellan's march, and received orders to dispute the
mountain passes with the Federals. He therefore sent Cobb with
a large portion of his forces to Crampton's Gap, whcre we have
seen him contending with Franklin on the 14th, and he remained
in person to watch Harper's Ferry with but the number of troop-ii
strictly necessary to occupy the heights he had so easily carried
the day before. Meanwhile, by a strange coincidence, at the very
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moment when McClellan's approach prevented McLaws from
seizing the prt>y which he held almost within his grasp, Mary
land Heights were spontaneously abandoned by their defenders.
During the night of the 13th-14th, while McLaws' movement
was being counter-ordered from headquarters, Ford was bringing
back his troops to Harper's Ferry, astonished and mortified at E()

fatal a retreat. The greatest portion of the 14th, however, pa..~1

without any attempt on the part of McLaws to come out of the
position he had conquered the day previous. Maryland HeighI:'
thus remained unoccupied between the two armies, and some Fed
eral soldiers were enabled to scale them with impunity, to carry off
the four guns that had been abandoned at the moment of retn>at.
It. was only at two o'clock in the afternoon that McLaws decided
at last to plant himself on the heights; he placed a few light
field-piec& in position, not so much for the purpose of participat
ing in the combat taking place 011 the other side of the river, as
to be able to make Jackson aware of his presence.

The latter had, ill fact, been waiting since the 13th for Harper's
Ferry to be completely invested, and every avenue of egress closed
against its defenders, in order to commence the attack. His officers
of the signal corps had hitherto waved their little flags in vain j

no answer had come from Maryland Heights. As soon as Me
Laws had shown himself, Jackson gave orders for feeling the ex
treme left of the Bolivar works. But before attempting a decisive
assault, it was necessary to wait until Walker ha.d hoisted his guns
upon the steep acclivities of Loudon Heights. This first attack,
therefore, was not intended to be decisive. Toward sunset, how
ever, Jackson, taking advantage of the fact that the enemy's line
of defence along the ridge of Bolivar Heights was very mueh
extended, and consequently very weak, carried a great portion of
those heights. During the night he placed most of his field
pieces in position himself; the remainder, having been conveyed
across the Shenandoah, were planted at the foot of Loudon Heights,
so as to take the Federals, whom the infantry were to attack in
front, between the two rivers, in the rear. 'Vhen the protecting
shadows of night fell over the defenders of Harper's FelT)',
the situation, as may be perceived, was extremely perilous; they
bad, howe\-er, one chance of safety still left, for they could pro-
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long their resistance for at IE-ast a portion of the following morn
ing, and might thus have secured their deliverance at the cost of
some sacrifice. But an invincible enemy was in their ranks. Dis
order and discouragement deprived the commanders of all pres
ence of mind, and their still numerous troops of all energy. They
were conquered before they had fought. During the evening
Walker had succeeded in planting his batteries on Loudon
Heights, and ItS soon as daylight appeared he opened, simultaneolL'l
Iy with :M:cLaws, a plunging fire upon Harper's Ferry, the amphi
theatre of which seemed to have been arranged expressly to serve
as a target. Jackson on his side cannonaded the Federal batteries
from Bolivar Heights. This was enough to put an end to a con
test 80 feebly sustained. The bombardment had not lasted one
hour when Miles called his corps commanders together, and an
nounced to them his determination to capitulate. Everyone as
sented. The situation, however, was so far from being desperate
that the evening previous all the Federal cavalry had been able
quietly to leave the place by the left bank of the river. Passing
between l\IcLaws and the rest of the Confederate army, it had
reached Pennsylvania, and had even captured a convoy of Long
street's corps on the way. If the eleven thousand five hundred
men who were yet at Harper's Ferry after the cavalry had left
had followed the same road, McLaws could not have baTl"ed their
passage, and they would not have had to go far to effect a junction
with Franklin. The latter, in met, was only separated from them
by four or five kilometres, and he did not cease firing alarm-guns
to announce his approach.

But the distant echo of this friendly voice was unhcard amid
the thunder of the Confederate artillery, whose fire was hecoming
more and more vigorous, in order to hasten the capitulation of
Harper's Ferry before the arrival of the reinforcements which
were known to be at hand. It was one of those questions of a
few hours-minutes, even-upon which at times hangs the issue of
the most important events. If Miles had complied with the promise
he had made to McClellan on the evening of the 13th-if, as the
latter had requested him through an officer who had crossed the
enemy's lines, he had held his ground till the evening of the 15th
he would have seen Franklin's heads of column appear on Mary-
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land Heights, driving McLaws' weak forces before them, and the
defenders of Harper's Ferry, by joining this army corps, would
have increased his strength by more than ten thousand men. But
Miles seemed to be in haste to consummate the disaster, and
hoisted the white flag before eight o'clock in the morning. For
tunately for him, he did not survive this disgrace. The Confed
erates, not seeing the signal of surrender, fired a few shots more,
the last of which killed this unfortunate officer.

Jackson, leaning against a tree, was sleeping soundly when A.
P. Hill, approaching him, shook him for the purpose of introdu
cing the Federal general White, who had come to settle the terms
of the capitulation. "Unconditionally," murmured Jackson, and
immediately sunk again into a deep sleep which had scarcely been
interrupted. The Federals were so utterly disorganized and dis
couraged that this answer was to them an order which they could
not gainsay. Before noon the Confederates entered Harper's
Ferry, and received eleven thousand five hundred and eighty
three men as prisoners of war, with their arms and seventy-three
pieces of artillery. Harper's Ferry was the counterpart of Don
elson. This event did not have the same disastrous consequences
to the Federals as Buckner's capitulation did to the Confederates j

but if it did not involve the irretrievable loss of a whole State,
it robbed them of the only opportunity, perhaps, of inflicting an
irreparable defeat upon Lee's army.
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ANTIETAM.

CHAPTER IV.

ON the morning of September 15th, while Franklin was re
suming his march toward Harper's Ferry, ignorant of the

disaster we have just related, McClellan was quickening the pace
of the long columns that were filing through the ensanguined

~. gorges of Turner's Gap. The enemy had abandoned during the
night the positions which the darkness had alone enabled him to
hold the day before, while D. H. Hill, preceded by Longstreet,
was hastily falling back toward Boonsboro'. This village is sit
uated at a point where the Middletown road, after descending from
Torner's Gap, divides into four branches; one is a continuation
of the main road to the west-north-west, toward Williamsport;
another, running to the south-west, strikes the Potomac near
Sharpsburg; the third, to the north-west, lead.s to Hagerstown;
and the last, to the south-east, is that of Rohrersville. The first
three cross the Antietam, which flows directly south from Hagers
town to the Potomac. The hills bordering this small river lie
parallel to the crests of South Mountain; they have neither the
elevation nor steep acclivities of that chain, but are the more
easily defended, because the Antietam, sluggish and deep, has
only a small number of fords, that are almost impassahle. Hav
ing been unable to defend South Mountain, Lee was obliged to
halt in the rear of this water-course to hold McClellan in check
and wait for Jackson. The rapid march of the Federal army
compelled him to fight before resnming hi'3 project of invading
Pennsylvania. By continuing his march upon Hagerstown, as
he had originally intended, he gave McClellan an opportunity to
place himself between him and the conquerors of Harper's Ferry.
It was essential, above all, to draw near them, which obliged him
to hug the shore of the Potomac, while his heads of column,
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turning to the left at Boonesboro', proceeded in the direction of
Sharpshurg. He thus found himself within the acute angle
formed by the Potomac and the Antietam, and was only nineteen
kilometres from Harper's Ferry. His front was covered by a
difficult stream, and he conld recross the river behind him, if he
should he vanquished ill the defensive battle he was preparing to
fight, or if Jackson should need his assistance. If victorious, he
could at his option either enter Pennsylvania or drive McClellan
back upon South Mountain and Washington. On the morning
of the 15th he established himself in this excellent po!;ition.

~reanwhile, McClellan, who displayed great activity, was fol
lowing him very close. A brilliant skirmish marked the en
trance of his ffivalry into Boonesboro'. He was in hopes of
hcing able to attack the C-onfederates the same day, the 15th, for
he was aware that Lee had only D. H. Hill and Lonl,"Strcet with
him, amI that the remainder of his army could not yet have joined
him. But he also knew almost certainly that Harper's Ferry
had capitulated, and that consequently the indefatigable Jackson
must already be on the march to join his chief. In fuct, he had
learnt from Franklin that at eight o'dock that very day the can
Ilonade around Harper's Ferry had suddenly ceased, and that
wry shortly after he had met a considerable number of the ene
my's fon'es in Pleasant Valley. In the prffiCncc of these force;
he had halted, justly deeming it too late to attempt to rescue
Miles' troops, and imprudent to prOC('ed farther in that direction.
Upon this intelligence McClellan immediately ordered his lieu
tenant fo come back, directing him to follow the Boonesboro' road;
and the distance the latter had to overcome led him to hope that
he would be able to unite the greater portion of the army before
Jackson, on his side, should join the enemy. At all events, Le<,'s
movement upon Sharpsburg rendered the chances in the race be
tween Jackson and Franklin about equal, and the junction of
these two corps with their respective armies wa." the aim of all
the manamvres which were to result in a great contest on the
borders of the Antietam. Lee knew it as well as his adversary;
he was therefore waiting with great impatience to hear from
Jackson. At last the news mme to Sharpsburg of the capitula
tion of Harper's Ferry and its twelve thousand defenders. The
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Confederate army looked upon this success as an evidence of its
good fortune, and derived from it fresh confidence in its superi
ority over adversaries who had made so poor a defence. As to
its chief, it afforded him above all a guarantee of the near ap
proach of Jackson, without whose presence he would undoubtedly
have been obliged to recros.., the Potomac immediately. He sent
him orders to come back with all possible haste; and Jackson,
leaving A. P. Hill to attend to the execution of the capitulation,
startt'd on that very day with his two other diviRions under Law
ton and Starke. The remainder of the troops-Anderson's, ~fc

Laws' and Walker's dh'isions-whieh had been united under his
l'Qmmand, were to follow, and rl'join him as soon as possible at
Sharpsburg. Thoroughly ronvinced of the ne£'Cssity of promptly
reinforcing the main hody of the army, he left nl'arly fifteen thou
sand men behind him, in ordcr to prol'ccd himself to the front
with about eight or nine thousand; and imposing upon his tin'd
50Idiers a fatiguing night-march, he reachell Sharpsburg on the
16th, early in the morning.

He arrived in time, for McClellan had not been able to attack
L€e's positions the day previous. Two weeks only had elapsl'd
;:inee hc had taken command of this army, or rather this diso:-
ganized mob. He had not been able to transform it sufficiently
to i'('('nre that regularity a1ll1 perseverance in the march which
('ven more than steadines.., under fire constitutes the fmperiority
of old troops. 'Vhen, therefore, he reachl'd the borders of the
Antietam on the afternoon of the 15th, he had only two divisions
with him, those of Sykes and Ri('hardson, belonging to Sumner's
rorp;-. The olll'tructions of the road, the fatigue of the soldil>rs,
want of exactitude on the part of some of the commanders and
the indifference of others, had kept back the rest of the army,
whieh stretched out in interminable columns between Boonesboro'
and Antietam. It was impossible for him to attack twenty thou
mIld men strongly posted behinll a river with only two divisions.
He was therefore obliger] to pof'tpone the battle till the fonowing
day, and to limit himself to re('onnoitring- the enemy's positions
and selecting those he intclHlcd his troops to occupy as they
8bould <-'Orne up. On the morning of the 16th the Federal line
was not yet rompletely formed.
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Lee on his part, as we have stated, had not stirred, and at the
moment when the Union troops were deploying in his front,
through the rich crops that reached down to the steep banks of
the Antietam, Jackson WIlS bringing him the moral support of his
presenoo with the reinforcement of two divisions. The situation
of the Confederate army, however, was very critical, and its com
mander must have been a mOllt resolute man not to have recros...oo
the Potomac under cover of the night, and sought a more favor
able position in the valley of Virginia. The invasion which t,hi~

army had undertaken with so much confidenoo was, in fact, in
terrupted. Driven to the frontier of Maryland, it was reduced
to the defensive and compelled to fight, with a river at its back,
against an adversary who possessed a vast numerical superiority
over it. Moreover, the rapid movements which had brought it
from the Rapidan to the Potomac had not been performed with
out great sacrifices. The main body of the army had marched
forward; but like those comets which, we are told, leave a por
tion of their substance in the region of spaoo, it had left a swarm
of stragglers behind which had increased at every stage. Tb~

were the sick, men utterly broken down, lame, or exhausted for
want of food, but still animated by the desire and sustained by
the hope of joining their more able-bodied comrades, in order to
participate in their glorious labors. Every army is follo\ved by
such a tail; but in this respect Lee had an immense advantage
over McClellan in Virginia. Whilst the latter beheld his strag
glers repulsed in every direction, tmcked and captured by ~rti

!lans, and sometimes even treacherously murdered, those belong
ing to the Confederate army found everywhere shelter, food,
together with the care and encouragement calculated to renew
their.strength. Their coat was a passport which secured to them
the sympathies of all the inhabitants and the means of joining
their respective corps. Consequently, they were flOOD seen rush
ing in crowds to the shores of the Potomac, but only to learn that
their comrades had entered Maryland. They could not follo\\
them thither, for the river was to them an insurmountable oho:ta
cle; the Confederate army had disappeared on the other side, and
the Federal pickets had again taken possession of the opposite
bank, whieh they guarded with care. But Lee had left written
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directions in all the habitations adjoining the place through which
he passed, directing them to rally at Winchester, which he intended
to make his base of operations. For a few days the passes of the
Blue Ridge were thronged with these men, numbering, it is said,
from twenty to thirty thousand, who were struggling with great
difficulty to reach the rendezvous which had been indicated to
them. The booming of cannon in the direction of Harper's
Ferry, the distant echo of which resounded through the deep
gorges of the Alleghanies, hastened their uncertain steps; for if
their band no longer constituted an army, it still contained many
gallant soldiers. These, however, were of no use to Lee so long
as the campaign was prosecuted in Maryland. To their num
ber must be added the killed, wounded and sick; so that the
Confederate army, reduced by one-half when it crossed the Poto
mac, had then less than forty thousand combatants.* In short,
the long marches and frequent privations had greatly debilitated
the combatants themselves. In consequence of insufficient means
of transportation, the small amount of resources the Southern
States were able to forward, and the defective system of the mili
tary administration, th('y were equally in want of provisions and
ammunition. The latter especially, which had to be brought
from Richmond without the aid of railroads, had become of in
finite valne to Lee, and its scarcity might be sufficient to embar-
rass all his movements. .

He nevertheless determined to accept a battle on the soil he
had invaded. The political c<,\uses which had rendered that inva
sion an imperative necessity did not admit of its being abandoned
without trying the fortune of arIlli!. Bcsideil, the position chosen
by Lee compensated to some extent for the numerical inferiority
of his army. Obliged by the rapid manrenvres of McClellan to
halt before having penetrated into Pennsylvania in force, he had
ai>andoned Hagerstown and the upper course of the Antietam.
We have described thil'l stream as forming an acute angle with the
Potomac in its general course; the peninsula comprised between
these two water-courses is contracted through a large bend in the

* In hill report General Lee gives the figure a~ thirty-three thonsand j but
other documents lead us to believe that, according to the practice of the Con
federate>, the actual strength of his army had been unuerrated.
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second, which, inclining eastward before their point of confluence,
approaches within four kilometres of the valley of the Antietam.
It was in this peninsula that Lee awaited McClellan's attack.
Its centre is oceupied by the small town of Sharpsburg; the
ground is extremely undulating, bristling with rocks, about
equally covered with woods and cultivated fields, and inter
spersed by a largc number of farms and cabins. Fonr princi
pal roads start from Sharpsburg. One, to the north, crossing
the isthDlIIS between the Antietam and the Plltomac, runs in
the direction of Hagerstown. The second, to the south-west,
leads to Sheppard"town, on the right side of the river, by an ex
cellent ford in dry weather. The third, to the south-east, leads
to Rohrersville, crossing the Antietam over a stone hridge at a
distance of sixteen hundred metres from Sharpsburg. The fourth,
to the north-east, leads to Boonesboro', through Keedysville, a vil
lage situated on the other side of the Antietam, and crosses this
stream sixteen hundred metres above the preceding one. It was
by the last road that the first two divisions of the army of the
Potomac had emerged on thc evening of the 15th, in front of the
enemy's positions. Among the numerous roads of less import
ance which furrow the peninsula, we must mention two--that of
Harper's Ferry, which winds along the left bank of the Potomac,
crossing the Antietam near its mouth, and that which conn('(~ts

Williamsport, a "large village situated higher up on the Potomac,
with this 8ame village of Keedysville. Before cros..,ing the
Hagerstown pike, this road crosses the Antietam four kilometres
above the bridge of the Sharpsburg and Keedysville road-that
is to say, nearly on a line with the point where the isthmus com
mences. There are consequently four 8tone bridges spanning the
Antietam. Those of the roads from Boonsboro' through Keedys
'"illl', from Rohrersville and Harper's Ferry, art' thrown across the
river in that portion of its course where it is no longer fordable;
they present, therefore, thc only practicable passages for surmount
ing this obstacle; they are very narrow, difficult of aeee:-s, and
entirely commanded by the heights on tlH~ right bank. &>tting
aside the one situated at the lowest point as too distant to be
dangerous, Lee had only to guard the two other bridges in order
to effectually cover his front on that side. Above the bridge of
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the Sharpsburg and Keedysville road, on the contrary, there were
several fords quite acce!lsible at that season of the year. Conse
quently, instead of seeking to defend this part of the Antietam,
aud thereby extend his left in a dangerous manner, Lee had
drawn back the latter m potence in the direction of the Potomac,
thus closing the isthmus and resting the extremity of his line
upou the river. On the evening of the 15th he had a.~ yet only
succeeded in posting two brigades of Longstreet's corps on that
side commanded by Hood; for, as we have said, he had then
only twenty thousand men with him, and had remained with the
main body of his forces in front of the positions that McClellan
was beginning to occupy. Longstreet and Hill had deployed on
the heights bordering the Antietam, the fonner on the 'right and
the latter on the left of the Boonsboro' road; the ground they had
chosen was admirably adapted for defensive purposes. From the
summit of the hills, which rose on the other bank of the Antie
tam, whence McClellan was watching him, this ground appeared
smooth and quite open; but in reality it was extremely uneven,
rendering any combined manreuvres difficult. The centre of the
Confederate positions was marl(oo bya modest wooden church
destined to witness a carnage equal to that which had imparted
such terrible celebrity to the church of Shiloh. Situated at an
equal distanee---about sixteen or eighteen hundred metres-from
the Potomac, the Antietam and the town of Sharpsburg, Dunker
Church stands west of the Hagerstown turnpike, near the junc
tion of an important cross-road leading in a north-easterly direc
tion and a thick wood which skirts the road at this point.
Beyond, toward Hagerstown, the road encounters a vast oval clear
ing, about thirteen hundred metres in length, almost entirely sur
rounded by woods. To the We8t the edge of this clearing only
swerves for about three or four hundred metres from the road, to
rejoin and fbllow it again for some distance; to the east this same
skirt d~ribes a large arc, intersecting the cross-road at a distance
of about one kilometre from Dunker Chureh. It was in this
clearing, and the two woods extending, one west of the turnpike,
the other between the turnpike and the cross-road, that the con
tffit was to be fiercest. The two woods are interspersed with
rocks, affording an easy shelter to sharpshooters; but beyond it,

VOL. II.-22
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north and west, between these woods and the Potomac, there is a
chain of hills whose bare slopes command these woods, taking
them completely in reverse. The ground between Dunker Church
and the Antietam is equally difficult; but immediately on coming
out of the wood which intersects the cross-road, we find oursel\'es
in sight of the hills skirting the left bank of the Antietam, and
commanded by them. At four or five hundred metres from Dun
ker Church a sunken road strikes the cross-road to the east, fol
lowing a south-easterly direction, and, after several zigzags, con
nects with the road from Sharpsburg to Keedysville. Such was
the ground selected by Lee. It will be observed that if on'the
evening of the 15th he appeared to neglect his left, he could, with
troops taken from his right, forestall McClellan at this point, the
latter being obliged to make a large circuit in order to reach the
Antietam fords. Then, having only two bridges on the right and
a narrow isthmus on the left to defend, he was always at liberty,
in case of a reverse, to recross the Potomac at the Sheppardstown
ford.

On the morning of the 16th the whole Federal army was as
sembled on the borders of the Antietam, with the exception of the
two divisions of the Sixth eorps and those of Couch and Mor
rell. From the morning of the 15th, Franklin, with the first
three divisions, had, in fact, allowed himself to be deceived by Me
Laws. When the cannonade, ceasing at Harper's Ferry, had re
vealed to him the surrender of the place, he had very leisurely
proceeded up Pleasant Valley, halting at Brownsville. l\IcLam,
despite his numerical inferiority, had followed him step by step,
while Franklin, still imagining that he was confronted by forre;
superior to his own, passed the whole day of the 16th in wnt(·h
ing the enemy, in a condition of fatal inaction. As to Morrell'"
division, it had left Boonesboro' on the morning of the 16th to

march toward the Antietam, under the immediate direction of
Porter. In the course of this same morning Jackson arrived at
Sharpsburg through Sheppardstown, with the two di\'isions of
Starke and Lawton, or rather the remnants of these two divi:;
ions, for they did not together number more than four thOUl'and
men. The advantage of concentration was, therefore, still in
favor of McClellan; for the divisions of McLaws, Anderson and
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A. P. Hill-that is to say, more than one-third of Lee's army
were still on the right side of the Potomac; the opportunity for
making a sudden and decisive attack, which had been lost the day
before, presented itself again to the Federal commander, and the
very elements seemed to conspire in his favor. The scorching
day of the 15th had heen followed by one of those clear, fresh
nights which, in that climate of opposite extreme-'l, announce the
approaeh of autumn, and from early dawn on the 16th a thick
fog, rising from the humid plains which border the Potomac and
the Antietam, enveloped both armies in an impenetrable veil.
This mist would have concealed the movements of McClellan if
he had been ready, and enabled him to mass all his forces upon
such a point of the enemy's line as he might have thought proper
to attack; it was, however, only the cause of fresh delays for the
Fec:leral army. The latter, in fact, had only taken its position8
for battle after the very tardy arrival of the ammunition trains;
and when ready to march, it had to wait until the sun had dissi
pated the mist, and had lighted up the pa.s.-"CS of the Antietam,
which it had not been possible to reconnoitre the day before. Pre
cious time was thus lo~t, and half the day had already passed before
McClellan was able to fix upon his plan of battle. Meanwhile,
his several corps had deployed along the heights which border the
valley of the Antietam to the east, and kept up a brisk artillery
combat with the Confederates. Burnside, with the Ninth corps,
Qrenpied the hills south of the Rohrersville road. On those over
which the Kcedysville roacl passed were ranged in first line
S)'kes' division all the left of the road, and Richardson's on the
right, in the position they had taken the day previous. The
other two divisions of Sumner's corps were massed in rear of
Richardson. More to the right, Hooker, with the heads of column
of his first division, had also planted himself the evening hefore
Upon the heights whence the road from Keedysville to Williams
port, inclining to the right, descends toward the Antietam. The
remainder of his army corps had joined him during the night.
He was closely followed by Mansfield's small corps, which had
halted behind him. Finally, Pleasanton with his cavalry already
occupiec:l the fords and the upper bridge of the Antietam. Thus
lIcClellan had then in hand thirteen divisions of infantry and
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one of cavalry, raising the nominal effective to sixty-six thoo
R8Jld men, no less than forty-five or fifty thousand of whom
were certainly ready for battle.

Lee, who had scarcely more than twenty-five thousand men to
oppose him, had confined himself to rectifying- his line of battle.
Longstreet formed his right and D. H. Hill his centre; both
occupied the hills which commanded the Keedysville and Roh
rersville roads; the general-in-chief had concentrated nearly all
his artillery in front of them, so as to cover the passes of the
A ntietam against all attacks on that side. Hood, at the head of
two brigades, guarded the important position of Dunker Church
on the extreme left. Jackson, with his two small divisions, had
been posted in the vast space which separated Hood's right at
Dunker Church from Hill's left on the Antietam, 80 as to con
nect them as far as possible.

From early dawn both sides waited for the signal of battle;
and whenever a slight clearing of the fog permitted, the hostile
batteries posted on each side of the river exchanged their mur
derous salutations. At last, toward two o'clock, McClellan's
plan was decided upon; the positions were reconnoitered, the
orders given, and Hooker put his troops in motion. He was to
cross the Antietam at the fords and the upper bridge, which were
already in possession of the Federal cavalry, and come by way of
the isthmus to attack the left flank of the enemy. He was not,
however, to be alone in this movement, for it was against that
point that McClellan directed his main effort. Re<.'ognizing the
difficulty of charging the enemy's positions in front, and carrying
the Antietam passes, he resolved to turn them. Burnside, with
the Ninth corps, was to remain alone across the Rohrersville road,
Sykes' division facing the bridge of the Keedysville road; and
all the other troops present on the ground-that is to say, Mans
field's and Sumner's corps, commanded by the latter-were to hold
themselves ready to cross the Antietam in the rear of Hooker,
and to support him in his attack. The latter met Jackson's out
posts on the cross-road we have before mentioned, three kilomE'tre;
on the other side of the Antietam. The Confederate sharpshoot
ers were promptly supported by Hood, who had hastened from
Dunker Church, and the battle was engaged in the woods SUf-
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rounding the large clearing adjoining this church to the north and
east. But as nearly the whole day had been devoted to the
preparations for battle, this first engagement began very late, and
the combatants were soon separated by the darkness. Owing to
the facilities offered by the ground, the resistance encountered by
Hooker had been very spirited; and the extension of the Federal
columns, as the consequence of a rapid march, did not permit the
a.·~ailants to engage all their troops.

~Iansfield's corps crossed the Antietam during the night, and
took position at a distance of two kilometres in rear of Hooker's.
Sumner was to follow him at daybreak at the head of the second
('Orps. Franklin, with the divisions of Smith and Slocum, was
tIJ leave his bivouac in Pleasant Valley at six o'clock in the morn
ing; taking the Keedysville road, he would be able to reach the
field of battle toward ten o'clock. Porter, with his second divis
ion, Morrell's, was also to reach it in the course of the morning.
The entire Federal army, except Couch's division, would then be
concentrated on the Antietam, and the opportunity for crushing
a divided enemy-an opportunity which it could not seize on the
e,-ening of the 15th nor during the whole of the 16th-would
perhaps a.,l7llin present itself early on the 17th. Indeed, MeLaws,
A. P. Hill and Anderson were yet at some distance from Sharps
burg, on the right bank of the Potomac. Lee, who had easily
fathomed the plan of his adversary, reinforced his left wing.
Jackson, separating himself from the centre, came to relieve
Hood's brigades in the woods they had so stubbornly defended
the previous evening, and in which they had sustained great
IU"SeS. The centre, formed by D. H. Hill, was to support him
if necessary.

Without losing an instant, Hooker renewed his attack against
the adversary he had been feeling the day previous, imparting to
bis soldiers that dash which constituted him so good a division
commander. McClellan desired to draw all the enemy's forces
to the environs of Dunker Church, and thus to compel him to
weaken his centre and right, and then to take advantage of it to
enable Burnside to carry the bridge of the Rohrersville road over
the Antietam. Having once eontrol of this crossing, the Fed
erals, who were menacing Sharpsburg and the Williamsport ford,
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could compel the Confederates to a speedy retreat. The numeri
cal superiority of his army enabled McClellan to attempt such a
maureuvre; but in order that the attack of his left might prove
successful, and enable him to gather in this direction the fruits
of the battle fought on the extreme right, it required a degree of
precision in the movements of his troops upon which he could
not rely.

On the morning of the 17th a brilliant sun, unobscnred by the
slightest fog, shed a flood of light upon the woods which separate
the Antietam from the Potomac. Hooker deployed his three
divisions, Doubleday on the right, Ricketts on the left and Meade
in thc centre. The latter was the first to enconnter the small
division of Starke, which had relieved Hood, and which, sheltering
itself behind trees, rocks and wall fences, opposed a desperate re
sistance to the vigorous attack of the Federals. Meade's Penn
sylvanians, inured by the severe ordeals of Beaver Dam, C'J1linei
Mill, Glendale and Manassas, charged the enemy with impetu
osity. The possession of the wood was disputed with great spirit.
The fierceness of the struggle was equal on both sides, and the
losses enormous; nearly all the chiefs were cut down; and accord
ing to the statement of soldiers who participated in that contc5t,
it was more sanguinary than any of those they had hitherto wit
nessed. But the efforts of Hooker's three divisions, all of which
soon becamc engaged, were supported by the fire of the Federal
batteries posted on the left bank of the Antietam, which enfiladed
the feeble line of Jackson's soldiers. This distant fire could not
inflict upon them a damage comparable to that of the incessant
discharges of musketry to which they were exposed. In every'
war, however, the least danger on the flank frequently suffices to
throw the combatants, exhausted and excited by the conflict, into
confusion; and this was especially the case in the war we are de
scribing, where the armies were wanting in that element of fota
bility elsewhere furnished by veteran soldiers. At the expiration
of an hour the Confederates were driven out of the wood; and
crossing the large clearing, they rushed into the forest arljoining
it on the east, beyond the Hagerstown pike, in search of shelter.
Hooker followed them close, and debouched behind them in the
open space, which was strewn with the dead, the wounded and
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J&r-i& of every kind. But in this victorious march he counted
upon too easy a success. This confidence, peculiar to his charac
ter, and which gave him so much dash, deceived him regarding
the importance of the advantage he had just gained. He did
not summon Mansfield to join him, who had been held in reserve
in the positions he had occupied during the night. Simply bent
on pushing forward, he neglected to take possession of the heights,
whieh gradually receded from the Hagerstown turnpike. He
would soon have cause to rt'gret this; for those height", forming
the boundary of the belt of woods which surround the clearing
of Dunker Church to the west, commanded the new positions in
which the Confederates have sought refuge. Stuart's horse artil
lery soon occupied the first slope.s, and sufficed to hold Double
day's division in check. On the left Ricketts had encountered
three brigades under D. H. Hill, which he had detached from
the Confederate centre to support Jackson. In the clearing itself
Meade, who remained alone, and was greatly weakened by the
losses he had sustained" and the disorder that had introduced itself
into most of his regiments, received a sharp fire of musketry as he
approached the Hagerstown road. Jackson had caused Lawton to
advance with the division he held in reserve near Dunker Church,
to the relief of Starke. Posted at the edge of the wood, these
fresh troops opened a murderous fire upon the Federals, who,
being without "helter, halted and fell back. Lawton, perceiving
!'Orne hesitation in their thinned ranks, at once resumed the offen
sive, supported by Starke's soldiers, who had formed again into
line. The first line of the Federals was broken; but fortunate
ly for it, Mansfield arrived at that instant to its support. Sum
moned by Hooker when he had met with such unexpect(~d resist~

sore near Dnnker Church, this vigorous old man had hastened
to the rescue at the head of his troops. It was seven o'clock in
the morning. The reinforcement was opportune, for Hooker's
corps was melting away visibly. Its chief, however, would not
give up the hope of victory. He re-formcd his Hhatterod line, re
called Hartsuff to the centre, with the best brigade of Doubleday,
and returned to the charge. He rf.'uche<! onco more the edge
of the wood; but there again all his efforts fi~iled. Mansfield
resumed the offensive-it was high time-and deployed his two
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divisions in a semicircle in the centre of the clearing. On the
left, in the woods adjoining it to the east, Green, with one of
these divisions, attacked Hill's troops, who were sustaining the
combat against Ricketts. On the right, William.~, resting against
the Hagerstown turnpike, quickly crossed it, and tried to carry
the woods Rnd the hill which stretched to the west, in order to
flank and thus take in reverse the defenders of Dunker Church.
Jackson's troops gave way before this new attack. They had
witnessed the fall of their two division commanders, Starke and
Lawton, who had recently been called to this post of honor and
danger, where the suooession was very rapid. The first was killed,
the second wounded. Many other generals and nearly all the
colonels had also been wounded. Some brigades had left one
third, others one-half, of their effective force on the ground.
Jackson's corps was annihilated for the time.

The Federal losses, however, were equally heavy. Mansfield
had been killed at the beginning of" the action. His two small
divisions, composed partly of @oldiers 'rho had only enlisted
within a few days, had already lost a considerable portion of
their number on the march. Exposed to a very violent fire, they
paid dearly for their success. On the right, along the slopes of
the hill which commanded the wood,.Williams had found wall
fences, and in the wood itself ridges of rock, affording an easy
shelter to the enemy's sharpshooters, and obstructing his march.

Lee, in the mean while, feeling all the importance of the strug
gle that \Va.'l going on in that direction, and wishing to sustain his
left at all hazards, did not hesitate to strip his centre entirely, and
sent D. H. Hill with the rest of his division to Jackson's 8S8is~

ance. Hood, who had been held in reserve since the day pre
vious, joined him, and these two generals resumed the offensive,
Hood against Williams, Hill against Green.

The remnants of Hooker's corps were fighting in line of battle
with Mansfield's two divisions, but before this new attack the
Federals were obliged to lloondon the open ground they oooupied j

they retired Il8 far as the wood from which a few hours before they
had dislodged Starke's division. Hooker was severely woundal
snd carried off the battle-field where he had fought so gallantly.
Hartsuff and Crawford had fallen as well as he. The soldiers,
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deprived of nearly air their commandeI'8, grouped at random to
resume from behind the trees a mU5ketry fire against the enemy.
The artillery, that arm for which the volunteeI'8 of the North
always displayed a peculiar aptitude, sustained the battle with
great Btubbornness; there was a moment when a single battery
was sufficient to cover the whole of Hooker's centre. On the
left, however, Green had not quitted his hold, but maintained
himself in the woods, which extend from that side as far as
Dunker Church. But the exhausted combatants ou both sides
were waiting for reinforcements to resume the offensive, for it
appeared that the fate of the battle was to be decided within this
narrow space of ground.

On the side of the Federals, Sumner had crossed the river at
daybreak, following Hooker, and was marching rapidly, directing
his course by the sound of the cannon. Lee had only left two
divisions of Longstreet's corps-that is to say, from nine to ten
thousand men-to guard the entire line of the Antietam, and he
could not detach another man. Fortunately for him, McLaws,
having outstripped Franklin, came to join him, after having twice
crossed the Potomac, and this timely reinforcement was imme
diately directed upon Dunker Church.

Sumner, however, reached the field of battle before him, and
the presence of the Second corps was likely to restore victory to
the Federals. It was nine o'clock; the opportunity was favor
able for attacking in front the positions of the Confederates on
the Antietam, which Lee had stripped for the purpose of sending
a portion of their defenoeI'8 to the left. Porter with Morrell's
force rejoined Sykes' division, and thus formed the centre of the
Federal line, while BurD!!ide with the Ninth corps, thirteen
thousand strong, occupied the left. McClellan, who from a com
manding point overlooked the whole front of' his army on both
sides of the Antietam, had as early as eight o'clock, just as Hood
had resumed the offensive, despatched an order to Burnside direct
ing him to commence the assault, carry the bridge and attack
Longstreet on the other side. Unfortunately, Burnside, instead
of conforming to this order by making a general attack, contented
himself with sending Crook's small brigade against the dcfendeI'8
of the bridge. This movement was only supported by two regi-
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ments of the division of Sturgis.. Crook, received hy a vigorous
discharge of musketry, was promptly repulsed. Rodman's bri
gade, which Wll8 to have cr0S8ed at a ford below the bridge, met
with no better success. Sturgis then sent his two regiments to
renew the charge; but notwithstanding his perseverance, he conId
not even reach the bridge. Two hours were thus wasted in suc
cessive efforts on the part of detachments too feeble for the work
efforts that were at once sanguinary and fruitless. Thus, while
the contest was increasing on the right, the left still continued
motionless. In vain did McClellan send messenger after mes
senger to Burnside with the order, more and more urgent, to try
a general attack. It was noon, and this general with his four di
visions had as yet only brought three brigades into action, and
had sent but two or three regiments at a time to attack the bridge,
around which all the enemy's means of defence were concen
trated. Much valuable time was thus lost in weak and impotent
attempts.

Meanwhile, Sumner, with the Second corps, had resumed the
rombat on the right, which had been temporarily suspendecl.
Sedgwick was in advance, French followed him closely. Rich
ardson, who the day before occupied the first line, found himself
in the rear, and crossed the Antietam at half-past nine. Forming
his division in column by deployed brigades, Sedgwick entered
the large clearing on the east side, passed first beyond Green's
soldiers, who had not abandoned the contest, then \-Villiams, be
yond the line of and crossing the clearing diagonally, 8wept before
him Hood's two brigades. He thus reached the Hagerstown
turnpike, crossed it, still pursuing a westerly course, and finally
entered the woods, before which all the efforts of Hooker and
Mansfield had previously proved unsuccessful. In this vigorous
attack Sumner naturally advanced at the head of his soldiers.
AI<?ne in front of his line, his head bare, and quickening his pare
to the noise of the balls, which shattered the branches of the
trees around him, the" old bull of the woods" displayed 8B much
energy as at Fair Oaks.

Nothing could arrest Sedgwick-neither the thickness of the
forest, nor the rocks which formed so many natural fortifications
under the trees; and he quickly reached the opposite border of the
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clearing, on the side of Sharpsburg; Dunker Church was occu
pied, as well lIB the intersection of the two roads, and the Confed
erates were driven in disorder across the wide open fields extend
ing beyond. The success of the Federals seemed decisive; the
position thpy had just gained was the key to the battle-field; but
it was far in advance of the rest of the Federal line, and in occu
pying it Sedgwick·had exposed his flanks. On the right he was
somewhat covered by the woods and by Doubleday, but on the
left a large space separated him from Green, whose division, re
duced to a handful of men, could no longer afford him a very
firm support. The two other divisions of Sumner pad not yet
made their appearance on the battle-field. The Confederates
this time were the first to receive reinforcements. McLaws,
with his own division and Walker's brigade, five thousand or fif
ty-five hundred men in all, arrived at last from Sharpsburg by
the Hagerstown turnpike. Before approaching Dunker Church
he encountered scattered groups of fugitives and wounded. These
were the debris of Jackson's and Hood's divisions, that Sedgwick
han just driven out of the wood. McLaws, without losing a mo
ment, hurled Kershaw's brigade into the unoccupied space, which,
a.ll we have just said, separated Sedgwick's positions from those of
Green, and supported this attack with all his troops. His right
met the second of these two generals, and soon compelled him to
lose ground; his left threw itself upon Sedgwick's flank, taking
him almost in reverse. The latter caused his third brigade, under
Howard, to face ahont, but it was too late. Before they were able
to perform this dangerous movement, Howard's soldiers were re
ceived by a terrible 6re which threw them into confusion. The
first brigade of Williams' division, commanded by C~~ford
before he was wounded, had been posted so as to support Howard;
it was carried aloug with him. The disorder soon reached Sedg
wick's two other brigades, which already believed therriselyes
turned and surrounded. Despite the efforts of the general, who
had been wounded three times without quitting his post, these
troops abandoned Dunker Church and the adjoining woods, which
had heen so dearly won a short time before. Williams' second
brigade, under Gordon, returned to the charge, and penetrated
once more into these woods, under favor of a clearing off of the
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thick smoke which enveloped the combatants; but it soon found
ih;elf exposed to a concentric fire, and was obliged to retire in
haste to avoid being captured. The retreating Federals crossed
once more the large clearing, which had already been watered with
so much blood. But McLaws, who wished to pursue them, wa:;

received by an artillery fire which compelled him to halt in tUfn.
In the mean while, the combat had extended along the line. In

order to avert the disaster which menal'€<1 Sedgwick, Sumner had
ordered his two other divisions to hurry on, to form upon his left,
and to attack the enemy without delay. But these divisions were
marching at great intervals. If French and Richardson had ap
peared on the field of battle at the same time as Sedgwick, the~'

would have turned his first success into a decisive victory; now
they could only prevent his defeat. French was maf('hing in
three columns, the left formed by Max 'Veber's brigade, the centre
by Morris' new recruits, the right by Kimball's brigade. Hav
ing reached the cross-road leading to Dunker Church, near whieh
Green had just been repulsed, he made each of them wheel to the
left in line of battle; and thus formed in three lines, he passed
round the extremity of the wood to the east to attack the right
of McLaws. The first line advanced boldly; but while it wa.;;
gaining ground~ the second was exposed to an enfilading fire, pro
ceeding from the wood, which threw the inexperienced soldiers of
Morris into confusion. Kimball proceeded past them and de
ployed on Weher's left. Richardson arrh·ed immediately after
French, and extended his line still more to the left with Meagher's
Irish brigade, supported at a short distance by those of Caldwell
and Brooks.
Th~ ground upon ~hich these two divisions were about to fight

was interspersed with natural and artificial obstacles. It is inter
sected by the hollow way which, as we have already said, ron
nected the cross-road coming from Dunker Church with the
Sharpsburg and Keedysville road. To the north-east of this
hollow way-that is to say, nearer the FederaIs---stoo<1 the Rou
lette farm, surrounded by cultivated fields; on the other side,
within a few hundred metres of the Hagerstown pike, and nearer
Sharpsburg than Dunker Church, was Doctor Piper's house.
This house, strongly built, was situated on a commanding posi-
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tion, which was to give it a great importance in such a struggle.
Between the Roulette farm and the Piper house extends a range
of hills, some covered with wood, others with fenced corn-fields,
and separated by deep ravines. It was between these hillocks, and
occasionally along their sides, that the hollow way wound.

French and Richardson soon encountered Hill's soldiers near
the Roulette farm. It was half-past ten, the very moment when
8edgwick was sustaining the attack of McLaws at Dunker
Church. The battle was therefore once more raging along the
whole Federal right. On the left still the same silence. Burn
side had not stirred. Sumner listened in vain, hoping every mo
ment to hear from that direction the sound of the attack which
wa~ to divert the enemy's attention. McClellan in vain sent his
uentenant ordel'H more and more precise, dIrecting him to act at
once and with all his forces. The battle was still confined to
the right. Lee took advantage of this to detach another division
from Longstreet'?; corps, and sent R. H. Anderson to oppose
"French and Richardson, whose progre.'>S had become menacing.
L:mgstreet was thus charged with the defence of the whole line
of the Antietam with a single division, that of Jame.", number
ing at the most from four to five thousand men.

While AndenlOn was uniting with the tired troops of Hill to
attack Richardson, McLaws, abandoning the idea of looking for
Sedgwick in the woOO, to which he hUll fallen back, and unable
to maintain himself in the cIe~ring, where his soldiers were too
much exposed, threw himself upon French's right flank, which
had been uncovered by the retreat of Sedgwick and Green, but
failed to break it. Farther on, along the Federal left, the Irish
bri"O'lIde resisted all the assaults of the Confederates with uncom
mon energy. Its commander, -General Meagher, was wounded.
He was replaced by Colonel Burke, who led his countrymen with
equal intrepidity and coolness. Following their usual tactics, the
C{)Dfederates massed all their forees for a sudden attack, some
times on one point of the enemy's line, sometimes on another,
taking ad"antage of the intervals which the battle had opened
between the different brigades composing it. But a warm recep
tion awaited them at every point, and the Federals soon resumed
the ad,·antage. The Roulette farm was occupied, the range of
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hills was captured, and the contest extended to the vicinity of the
hollow way, which still afforded shelter and an excellent means
of defem.'C to the Confederates. French could 110t dislodge them
from it, but on his left Richardson followed up his su~.

Caldwell's brigade, by a well-executed movement, had taken the
place of the Irish. Two of his regiments, commanded by a young
officer of promise, we might almost say a youth, Colonel Barlow,
took the hollow way in Bank, which could not be carried in front,
and compelled the enemy to abandon it, leaving behind three
hundred prisoners and three flags. The Confederate brigadel
of G. B. Anderson and Rodes, of D. H. Hill's division, were
driven at the point of the bayonet by Richaro.'lon across a large
field extending as far as the Piper house. R. H. Anderson
sought to repair this reverse by attacking his left Bank, but Bar
low, anticipating this movement, drove him back into the orehard,
and at last gained pO'>8C8sion of the Piper house. It was about
noon. Richardson was only a few hundred 'metres from the
Hagerstown road, almost within cannon-shot of the first houses
of Sharpsburg. By titus advancing he had turned Dunker
Church. A little farther admnced, and he would oblige the Con
federates to leave a dear field to Sedgwick, and surrender to him
not only the clearing, but the woods that had been so often dis
puted since morning. On his left, Pleasanton was following hi!!
movement with three batteries of horse artillery, and covering his
flank. Occupying the ground which separated him from the An
tietam, he dislodged the detachments left by Lee to guard the
bridge of the Keedysville road. This passage was therefiJre free,
and Porter could now cross the Antietam with his two divisions
withont difficulty.

But Richardson could Dot folltlw up his advantage alone. On
the right, Sedgwick's division was mixed up with the debris of the
corps of Hooker and Mansfield. French was arrested by the
enemy's batteries posted in the vicinity of Dunker Church, which
enfilatIed him every time he attempted to atIvance. Porter re
mained in rp$erve at the very time when he should have come to
attack the troops opposed to 'Burnside in the rear. In short, this
latter genpral hatI not yet emerged from his fidal immobility.

The Federals, however, hatI received a timely reinforcement;
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it was Franklin, with the two divisions of the Sixth corps. Since
ten o'clock in the morning his heads of column had appeared ou
the hanks of the .Antietam. MeClellan had promptly sent him
to the support of the right, and about half-past twelve he eame
into line.

This, then, was the situation of the Federals. Six divisions,
which ill the morning numbered thirty-one thousand men, had
8Utrered 80 severely as to be unable to renew the contest. The
battle wa.~ only sustained by two divisions and Pleasanton's artil
lery, about thirteen thousand men and twenty gnns. In fine,
eight divisions which in the morning numbered thirty-nine thou
Ealld men were under arms near the field of battle; and except
ing a few regiments en~cred by Burnside near the bridge, they
had not as yet fired a single shot.

Lee, on his side, had sent Jackson's two divisions and that of
Rood, decimated and disorganized. They were no more able to
resume the offensive than their adversaries. l\IcLaws and ·Walker
had sustained on their side enormous losses in the filtal clearing,
and were exhausreo. After a prolonged struggle, D. H. Hill had
been driven ill disorder beyond the Piper house. R. H. Ander
son had failed to break French's lines. and was compelled to fall
back ~fore the well-sustained fire of Pleasanton's artillery.
Longstreet had deployed the four brigades he still had at his
command, to cover the whole Confederate right, and had only
two thousand men left to oppose Burnside. Lee, therefore, had
not a single available combatant, nor a battalion in reserve; and
far from being able to take advantage of the exhaustion of a few
Feder.!l Jivisions to break the enemy's lines, he had the utmost
difficulty in pre..<:erving his own.

Consequently, in order to contract his line, he had abandoned
the ground so hotly disputed in the morning; his left wing had
left Dunker Church, which was at once taken possession of by
one of Smith's brig-<1des sent by Franklin to that part of the
field. The right brigade of the same division had come to res
cue a battery which was in great peril on the Hagerstown pike;
the third, on the left, had gone to the relief' of French, who was
short of ammunition. Pnshing forward, Smith finally eneoull
lered ~lcLaw8' soldie1'8 in the woods adjoining Dunker Church,
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and the first troops he sent to dislodge them were repulsed.
Thinking, then, that a great blow could and must be struck in
that direction to ensure victory, Franklin niassed the whole of
Slocum's division in the rear of Dunker Church, and prepared to
make a vigorous attack upon the Confederate left wing. It was
one o'clock. The divisions of French and Richardson, without
quitting their positions, occupied the enemy with a spirited fire of
musketry, during which the latter of these two generals fell
mortally woundcd-a cruel loss, especially at this moment, for, in
spite of his somewhat rough manners, Richardson knew how to
make his soldiers love him, while his intrepid courage urged them
forward at the trying moment. The support of artillery was
wanting on this side, where only a fcw pieces had succeeded in
coming into battery. More to the lcft, Pleasanton's cannon had
enabled Porter to take possession of the bridge of the Keedys
ville road, and to cro~s it with six battalions of regular .infantry,
who came to support the mounted batteries of the cavalry divis
ion. Burnside, urged again by McClellan, who had sent a 8Upe

rior officer to him with instructions to see that his orders were
strictly carried out, was at lust roused from his inaction. 'Ve
dwell upon this delay not only because it made McClellan lose
all the fruits of his victory, but especially as illustrating the diffi
culties which in those improvised armies a general-in-chief en
countered in endeavoring to secure the success of his combina
tions-an example which is the more remarkable because Burnside
was a personal friend of McClellan, an extremely brave officer and
a loyal man, who at Roanoke had displayed true military capacity.

It was about one o'clock when he finally decided to make a
great effort to carry the pas_"CS of the Antietam. The bridge, on the
Confederate side of the river, was commanded by an acclivity, on
the summit of which some parallel wall fences formed excellent
parapets for its defenders. The fire of Longstreet's entire artil
lery was concentrated upon this point; hence it is that the partial
attacks which had been made to force a passage had invariably
failed. But when Burnside pushed forward the four splendid
regiments of General Ferrero at once, supported by a considerable
force, the small Confederate brigade of Toombs was unable to
withstand them. The assailants left two hundred men upon the



ANTIETAM. 353

ground; at this price the bridge was carried and the passage free.
At the same moment Rodman's division crossed the Antietam at
a ford which had just been discovered lower down, and the Ninth
corps, led by Cox and Burnside, both of whom bravely exposed
themselves, occupied the heights situated between Sharpsburg anrl
the river, along the sides of which wound the Rohrersville road.
There was nothing to be done but to advance in order to turn
this success to advantage. If Franklin on the right, Porter in
the centre and Burnside on the left attacked the enemy simultane
ously, he would be driven into Sharpsburg, and the disaster would
be complete. But at this critical moment the Federal <'hiefs were
wanting in decision. Burnside halted to re-form his line, and to
enable the rest of his corps to cross the river; two precious hours
were thus wasted: On the right Sumner arrived at Dunker
Church, and, struck with the disorgani7.ation of Sedgwick's troops,
took upon himself to forbid the grand attack which Franklin
was about to commence. The latter urged in vain the imperative
necessity; the old soldier, who was as obstinate as he wa.q brave,
kept him where he was with all his troops, to repel a supposed
attack on the part of the enemy, who, however, was far from
contemplating it. In the centre McClellan, deceived by the
exaggerated reports of spies and deserters, as he had been before
Richmond, regarding the number of his enemies,* kept the greater
part of Porter's corps in reserve, in order to parry any aggressive
return on the part of the Confeoerates. Two army corps-that
is to say, nearly twenty-five thousand men-were thus kept from
being seriously engaged, at a moment when Lee had his very last
man under fire.

N everthele&", if Burnside had obeyed the orders of his chief
more strictly, if he had made a general attack in the morning,
and if, after crossing the Antietam, he had not waited two hours
before resuming the offensive, he would certainly have placed
Lee in a very dangerous position. But these two hours had given
A. P. Hill, who had arrived from Harpet's Ferry with his fine

.. In his report General McClellan e!'timates the numerical strength of the
Confederate army at ninety-seven thousand four hundred and forty-five men.
If Lee had really had such a force under his command, the dispositions of his
adverRary, IlO far from being too cautious, might very properly have heen con
sidered nLIlh.

VOL 1l.-23.
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and numerous division, time to cross the Potomac and participate
in the battle. It was three o'clock. Burnside was already driv
ing Toombs' weak brigades before him, and was rapidly gaining
ground. He had a&'Cnded the hills on the right which separate
the Antietam from the Sharpsburg plateau; the enemy's artillery
was about to fall into his hands; he had almost reached the town,
south of which Longstreet was endeavoring to re-form his lines,
when A. P. Hill fell suddenly upon his left flank. The 8."Ipeet

of the combat was at once changetl; the contest along those hills
became more and more violent, and the Fedemls, surprised at this
new resistance, came to a halt, to fall back immediately after.

As yet no diversion had been made on the right, which in tum
remained inactive. Seeing the condition of the three corps that had
just sustained the brunt of the battle on that side, McClellan, fol
lowing Sumner's advice, only employed Fmnklin's troops in re
constructing and consolidating his line. It was, therefore, on thl'
left, upon Burnside, that the main effort of the enemy was now
directed. The four small divisions of this corps, which scarcely
numbered more than three thousand men each, were thus dis
posed: Wilcox on the right and Rodman on the left of the road,
Cox in f'ccond line to support both, and Sturgis near the bridge.

Hill's attack fell upon Rodman, who was obliged to face to the
left, thus leaving an empty space between his right and Wilcox's
left, into which Art·her's brigade, followed by Bmneh and Pender,
penetmted immediately. This attack in front was supported by
Toombs, who joined Hill in pressing the left flank of the Fed
erals. Exposed to a concentric fire, Rodman's division suffered
terribly, saw its chief mortally wounded, and lost ground. The
disorder soon spread. Fortunately for it, Scammon's brigade of
Cox's division, making a change of front to the left, arrived in
time to support it, and to check Hill's success. But the Confed
erates returned to the charge, determined to stop the progress of
the Ninth corps at all hazards. The latter found i~lf, as
Sedgwick had a short time before, compromised by the very pro
gress it had made. Compelled to fight on its left and front at the
same time, it found its right no less exposed. A single brigade,
Warren's of Porter's corps, had been sent to support it in that
direction; the rest of the army had not moved. Cox, who com-
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manded the Ninth corp.~, summoned Sturgis' division to his aid,
and sustained the combat a little while longer; but his losses
were increasing, night was approaching, and it was evident that
the enemy would never allow him to reach Sharpsburg. Isolated,
pressed more and more closely, he was forced to fall back upon
the range of hills which border the Antietam and command the
pas!'€S conquered a few hours before.

The Confederates contented themselves with following him at
a distance, keeping np the fire with their artillery; and darkness
soon brought the contest to a close.. The battle of Antietam was
ended. It was the bloodiest that had thus far been fought during
this war. The Federal losses amounted to two thousand and ten
killed, nine thousand four hundred and sixteen wounded, and one
thousand and forty-three prisoners-all together twelve thousand
four hundred and sixty-nine men, among whom were eight gen
erals, two corps commanders and three division commanders.
Those of Lee, compared with the number of his troops, were still
heavier. He had nearly sixteen hundred killed, including two
generals, Starke and Frcneh. His wounded numbered about
seven thousand, without including those who had fallen into the
hands of the enemy. His little army had been reduced by at
least ten thousand men in that single day. He himself acknow
ledged a total loss of one thousand five hundred and sixty-seven
killed and eight thousand seven hundred and twenty-four wound
ed, in the battles of Crampton's Gap, Turner's G<1p, Harper's·
Ferry and Antietam. These figures do not exactly agree with
those of his subordinates, which, for the most part, are a little
higher. Lee makes no mention of the number of able-bodied
prisoners left in the hands of the Federals j but Longstreet ac
knowledges one thousand three hundred and Rixteen for his own
rorps, and D. H. Hill nine hundred and twenty-five for his divis
ion; McClellan says five thousand j they may, without anyexag
geration, be estimated at three thousand five hundred, which, ac
cording to the account of the general-in-ehief of the Confederate
army, would make his losses for the five days amount to fourteen
thousand men, fQur-fifths of whom, at least, were incurred during
the last d~y.

These material losses, however, could be more easily repaired
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than the moral injury which the reverse of Lee's army had in
flicted upon the Confederate cause. This army, through its oour
age and tenacity, had no doubt averted a great disaster; but it
had not succeeded in keeping victory perched upon its standard.
The battle of the 17th was a defeat for the Confederates in tlle
triple point of view, of tacti~, stra~ and politi~. On the field
of hattIe they had ended by losing conl:liderable ground through
out the whole extent of their line, from Dunker Church to the
last bridge of the Antietam; they had left behind them <mUlOD,

flogs and several thousand prisoners. On the evening of the
17th the army was so totally broken dO'l'm that it could not
think of resuming the offensive; a return to Virginia had beoome
a necessity. The political results of the battle of Antietam were
equally damaging; the Confederates were obliged to abandon
the last inch of ground they occupied in Maryland; they ceased
to menace Pl.'nnsylvania; and instead of having obtained the
recognition of neutrals by a bold stroke, they hod shown that
in assuming the offensive they had lost their chief strength.

The error which Lee expiated by this great defeat is evident,
and its consequences may be traced throughout the events we have
just related. This error wa.~ in dividing his army for the purpose
of capturing Harper's Ferry in the presence.of McClellan, and
of counting too much upon the tardiness of his adverR:lry. If
he had not made such a division of his forces, he would have had

•the choice either to fight a decisi VI.' battle undl.'r much more
favorable circmnstanccs, upon the steep acclivities of South Moun
tain, or of continuing the campaign on the upper Potomac with
all his troops. The mistakes of his enemies repaired to some
exh>nt thosl.' committed by himself. Through the disgrareful
c,apitulation of Mile.", the slow movements of Franklin on the
14th and 15th, and the delays which prevented McClellan from
attacking him on the 16th, he was enabled on the 17th to ma.~

all his troops on the field of battle. The issue of the oonte>-t,
however, would probahly have been different if A. P. Hill,
instead of arriving at three o'clock in the afternoon, had bet-n
able to take part in the struggle early in the JtIorning, and add
his efforts to those which kept the Federal right so long in check.
There were, moreover, many other causes which prevented M('-
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Clellan from achieving a more complete victory, and taking au
\'"antage of this opportunity to strike an irreparable blow at Lee.
The first is to be found in the moral condition of his troops.
The army which had been entrusted to him was partly composed
of the vanquished soldiers of Manassas, and the remainder con
sisted of soldiers who had only been one or two weeks in the
~n'ice, who had never marched, never been under fire, and knew
neither their commanders nor their comrades. They fought with
great bravery, but could not be expected to perform what Lee
l"asily obtained from his men. Their ranks had not that cohesion
whieh enables a commander to follow up a first fiUCCess without
interruption. The Union genemls may be censured for having
divided their efforts on the right in successive attacks, anll thereby
impaired their effectiveness. The corps of Hooker, Mansfield
and Sumner, in all from forty to forty-four thousand men, instead
of being brought into action one after the other, for the spaee of
four hours, might have been united, so as together to strike the
Confedemte left, whieh they would no doubt have crushed. Mc
Clellan and severnl of his lieutenants, as we have said, had alsu
o..-ermted the number of their adversaries-an error which had til<'
eft'ed: of keeping back Franklin and Porter, whose co-operation at
the close of the battle would have been decisive. Finally, Burn
side by his long inaction upset all McClellan's plans, enabled
~ to mass all his forees on his left, and thus deprived the Fed
erals of the principal advantages which a more energetic adiull
on his part would certainly have secured.*

The sun of September 18th rose to light up one of those scenes
of suffering and anguiHh which humble the pride of man by the
exhibition of his weakness and cruelty. Twenty thouHllnd men,
killed or ~ounded the day before, were lying on that narrow
battle-field. Their comrades were exhausted by the struggle,
by fatigue and by the want of both sleep and food. McClellan
had, indCffI, thought of resuming the offensi ve that very day, of
making new and greater sacrifices, perhaps, in order to complete
the victory 80 dearly bought the preceding day. Many generals,
Franklin among the rest, urged this. Others, like Sumner, tried
to dliJluade him from so rash a purpose. Such an attack afforded

*See Appendix to this volume, Note E.
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great chances of success; but with raw troops panial and unfore
seen accidents were always to be apprehended, and might jeopard
ize all the results already obtained. Pennsylvania protretOO,
Washington freed from danger, and the invasion definitely re
pulsed, the Union general was not willing to run this risk. His
duty as a commander and a citizen required him thenceforth to
strike only when certain of success; for as he himself said, "oue
battle lost, and almost all would have been lost." The army of
the Potomac was greatly reduced, not only by the absence of sol
diers killed, wounded or captured, but espedally by the disor
ganization of the corps which had suffered most in battle. ThlL~,

Hooker's, which, out of fourteen thousand eight hundred and
fifty-six men, had two thousand six hundred and nineteen dis
abled, only numbered on the morning of the 18th six thousand
seven hundred and twenty-nine ready for action. Important re
inforcements were, moreover, expected, which had to be waited
for. The two divisions of Couch and Humphreys joined the
army in the course of the morning. As soon as they made their
appearance, McClellan, feeling henceforth certain of success, gave
orders for attacking the Confederates on the morning of the 19th,
in the positions they had occupied since the battle.

His prudent adversary, however, did not wait for him. He
also had received a rei~forcement during the day of the 18th,
consisting of the last division, which had been left at Harper's
Ferry; these fresh troops, however, did not compensate him su{
ficiently for his losses. The campaign on the left bank of the
Potomac was ended, and could not be renewed. From that mo
ment it was useless to persist in maintaining himself in the angle
between this river and the Antietam, where so much blood had
already been shed to no purpose for the Confederate mu..'1e.
This would have been to expose himself without object to an at
tack which might degenerate into a disaster. During the night
of the 18th-19th the whole of Lee's army, taking advantage of
the low water in the Potomac, crossed silentl)? into Virginia.
It left behind in Maryland, besides a large nUlnber of its be-t
soldiers killed or wounded, many disappointed hopes and dif.
pelled illusions. The Confederatf'.8, however, left this region,
which had proved so fatal to them, like gallant soldiers, IE'3.\'ing
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not a single trophy of their nocturnal retreat in the hands of the
enemy.

The next morning a portion of Porter's corps crossed the river
in pursuit, driving before them Lawton's brigade, which had
made a faint attempt to dispute the ford of Sheppardstown, losing
some cannon in that affair. The Confederate army retired toward
Martinsburg and the western section of the valley of Virginia.
Jackson was to form the rear and defend the line of the Opequan,
a tributary of the Potomac. Fearing to be too closely watched
by the Federals, he determined to deal them an offensive return
blow. At the head of two divisions, he surprised Porter on the
morning of the 20th, whose troops had not all yet crossed the
Potomac. Forming in two lines, A. P. Hill attacked the Fed
erals in front, while Early formed an ambush in the woods ad
joining the heights where they were posted. A charge by Hill,
which the Union artillery failed to check, staggered Porter's sol
diers, who, being finally routed by Early, gained the other side
of the Potomac in haste, leaving a considerable number of killed
and wounded behind them, together with two hundred prisoners.
Jack.."Oll returned before night to take position on the Opequan.
McClellan, on his side, occupied Harper's Ferry a few days after.
The Maryland eampaign WM ended.

In the succeeding chapters, which will embrace the second part
of the year 1862, we shall see what was the influence of this eam
paign on military operations in the ltVest, and how the army of
the Potomac acquitted itself in the EMt of the new task imposed
npon it by the retreat of its adversaries into Virginia.



BOOK IV.-KENTUCKY.

CHAPTER I.

PERRYVILLE.

THE defeats of Pope in Virginia, followed by the invasion of
Maryland, had reawakened the aggressive ardor of the Con

federates in the West. Believing that Baltimore, 'Vashington
and Philadelphia were already in the power of Lee, both soldiers
and officers in Bragg's army drea.med in their turn of the conquest
of Cincinnati and Louisville, the deliverance of Nashville, Mem
phis, and even of New Orleans. The 6C<-'CSSionists, who were
numerous in Kentucky and in the majority ill Tennessee, were
becoming bolder every day; the expeditions of Morgan and For
rest during the month of July, 1862, had restore<l all their con
fidence. These two daring partisans had admi...ably opened the
way for the campaign which their commander was contemplating,
and had overrun the States he intended to invade, like a sudden
and subtle blast which penet...ates the forest and then vanishes
before some great storm of which it is the certain precursor.

But we must resume our narrative from the early days of July.
We have said that Buell's army, drawn up a little in rear of the
right bank of the Tenne.'lSCe, rested its right wing upon Hunts
ville and Athens, while its left extended from Stevenson to oppo
site Chattanooga. Its supplies were obtained through the two
railroads which leave Nashville, one for Athens, the other for
Stevenson. The capital of Tennessee was therefore the centre of
his dep()ts, which in turn could only be supplied from the North
ern States, depending entirely for that purpose upon the railroad
coming from Bowling Green and Louisville. In met, the waters
of the Cumberland \'oOCre then too low for navigation, and the

360
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line of railway from Nashville to Columbus through Union City
passed through regions infested by guerillas. This army, there
fore, which occupied the ground last conquered by the Federals
on the banks of the Tennessee, only communicated with its true
base of operations, the river and State of Ohio, by a single line
of railway, five hunnred kilometres in length, from Stevenson to
Louisville; it was, besides, liable to the incursions of the Con
federates, who, being masters of the Alleghanies and West Vir
ginia, found themselves much nearer Louisville and the Northern
States than Buell.

Bragg, encouraged by Lee's victories before Richmond, re
solved to take advantage of the situation to strike his adversary
at this wcak point, and restore the Confederate flag to those States
in which large numbers of partisans were ready to welcome it.

lIurfreesborough, a small village of TennC88ee, situated at fifty
kilometres from Nashville, on the Stevenson Railroad, had become
one of Buell's principal intermediate d~l)()ts ; it was also the head
quarters of a provost-marshal, who, under pretext of pursuing
guerillas, had undertaken the impossible ta8k of arresting all the
inhabitants who secretly sympathized with the enemy. The im
mense quantity of provisions to be captured, and the large num
ber of prisoners to be freed, were a sufficient incentive to induce
the Confederates to attempt a sudden dash against Murfrees
borough, el!pecially as this position was poorly defended. No
entrenchment of any importance surrounded it; its garrison,
numbering eight hundred men, consisted of two regiments, which,
espousing the quarrels of their commanders, had had so many
dispntes among themsel ves that it was found necessary to send
one of them, the Third Minnesota, to camp at some distance from
the village; moreover, a new commander, General Crittenden,
who had just arrived, had no knowledge whatever of the country.
The Federals were only ronsed from their fatal security on the
morning of the 13th of July, when they were startled out of
their sleep by the tramping of two thousand horses coming at
full gallop along the railway track. Some negroes had indeed
told them the day before of having met the terrible Forrest and
his mounted men, but no one would believe them: II Negro yarns I"
everybody ex~laimed. It was be, nevertheless. In an instant the
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streets of the village were invaded, the houses attacked, and a
large number of Federals either captured or killed before they
had time to defend themselves. The others, however, soon ral
lied and attacked the invaders; Forrest's horsemen, being very
much exposed in their turn, were for a moment staggered, when
they were joined by a timely reinforcement, and the whole of the
Ninth Michigan \Vas captured. The other regiment, which WlIS

encamped at some di.'!tance, with a battery of artillery, was only
feebly attacked; it was on the way to relieve Murfreesborough,
when it received information that it would arrive too late. It
could have retired, and would certainly have escaped the disaster,
but its colonel became confused and surrendered, despite the pro
tests of his officers. It was Forrest's only exploit, but for a time it
seriously interrupted Buell's communications with Nashville, com
pelling him to scatter his troops along the railroads through which
he obtained his supplies in order to protect them more effectually.

During this time Morgan had also put himself in motion.
Leaving Knoxville on the 4th of July, he crossed the mountains
which separate the Tenne..'!Soo valley from that of the Cumber
land, with only nine hundred horse; and marching directly east, he
encountered the first Federal detachments at Tompkinsville, on
the other side of the Cumberland, near the point where it emerges
from the State of Kentucky. A.fter driving them back with ease,
he reached Glasgow on the evening of the 9th, where he fonnd
supplies, and the next day, his men having rested and being well

. fed and well armed, struck the important line of railway between
Nashville and Louisville near the famous grottoes called the
Mammoth Cave. They destroyed the bridge which spans Bar-
ren River, and Buell's communications with the North were thus
interrupted. For a few days Morgan scoured this line and de
stroyed it entirely, avoiding the troops ill pursuit of him, falling
unexpectedly npon isolated posts and constantly deceiving his
foo;, thanks to the connivance of the majority of the inhabit
ants, his own daring and the admirable use he made of the tele
graphic lines of the enemy. An agent skilful in handling this
instrument accompanied him everywhere with a portable appa
ratus, and, whenever he found a wire, detached it and adjusted it
to his own machine. In this way he intercepted ~ll the signals
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that were being exchanged along the line; to messages coming
from Louisville he replied in the name of the Nashville office,
to those from Nashville in the name of the Louisville office.
All the de.'Jpatches pa..-"8ed through his hands, revealing to him the
movements of troops destined to surround his little band. This
clever trick was repeated everywhere and with the same success.
"Then any private despatches thus fell into his hands, he says
that he kept no copies of them, but availed himself of the oppor
tunity to give his Federal interlocutor some startling information
regarding Morgan's movements; he thus engaged in telegraphic
conversations, by means of which he learned a great deal about
the enemy, and by his false representations frustrated the best
plans the latter might have formed. We can form an idea of the
confusion prevailing among the Northern generals, who believed
they were communicating with each other, while all their despatches
were intercepted and modified by a skilful adversary. Ellsworth,
the Confederate telegrapher, played his part with imperturbable
presence of mind, representing several offices at once; he had
scarcely ceased holding conversation in one direction when he
commenced again in another. At one time he tried, but in vain,
t~ penmade a train of cars to fall into an ambuscade prepared by
Morgan. At another time he surprised a Federal employli, and
compelled him to send off 80me unimportant d~patch in his
presence, in order that he might see how he handled the instru
ment, what was his handwriting, as it were, so that he might
imitate it closely. Some registers he had succeeded in procuring
revealed to him all the secret signals; and if the meaning of some
of these symbols escaped him, he would soon find the means of
unravelling it. Thus one day he receives despatches signed Z;
not knowing whence they came, he telegraphs to Z: "One of my
friends bets you cigars that you cannot spell correctly the name
of yonr station." "Done!" answered Z. "Lebanon Junction.
How did yon suppose I would spell it?" "We have lost; I
thought you would spell it with a double b," ingeniously re
sponded Ellsworth, who had obtained all he wanted. In con
clusion, the intercourse being ended, he did not withdraw with
out ironically expressing his thanks t~ his correspondents. Hav
ing nothing more to fear, and suddenly transformed again into a
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Confederate agent, he poured despatch after despatch into the tele
graphic offices of Kentucky signed by his own name or that of
his chief. We quote but one of these, addressed by him to the
Federal general J. Bo:rle, who had been sent in pursuit of him j

it was couched in these terms:
"Good-morning, Jerry I This telegraph is a great institution.

You ought to destroy it, for it keeps me too well posted. My
friend Ellsworth has in his portfolio all your despatches since the
10th of July. Would you like a copy?

"JOHN MORGAN, Cbmmander."

Meanwhile, after cutting the Louisville railway track at Bar
ren River, Morgan, lea"ing this line on his left, had reached by a
long march a bridge adjoining Lebanon, on the evening of the
11th j he easily took it, and the next day surprised the small gar
rison of Lebanon, which he captured. Guided by the informa
tion obtained through his telegraph, he m~naced at once the two
important positions of Frankfort, the capital of the State, and
Lexington; and passing between the two, he boldly pushed for
ward in the direction of Cincinnati. At Cynthiana he struck the
railroad leading from that city to Frankfort, and after a brisk
fight captured the Federal detachment stationed at that post,
numbering four hundred and fifty men. The excitement was
intense among his enemies. Even the State of Ohio felt threat
ened by this demonstration; but Morgan was well aware that the
most propitious time for retiring was when he inspired the great
est fear. He had obtained all the advantages he could possibly
have anticipated; the railroad tracks were cut, he had procured
nearly three hundred recruits, reconnoitred all the weak points
of the enemy and thrown his camps into confusion. He rapidly
fell back upon Paris, Winchester, Richmond, Crab Orchard,
Somerset and Monticello, picking up arms and ammunition on
his route, and releasing the prisoners he had taken on parole.
Finally, on the 28th of July, he again entered the Confederate
lines, after an expedition in which he had not experienced a sin
gle check of any importance.

We cannot give the details of the partisan war waged in Ten
nessee by isolated bands fighting under the Confederate flag at
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times when the large armies were inactive. The smaller they
were, the more were they generally inclined to plunder and to
acta of violence. The villages which lacked either the force or
the will to protect themselves were constantly occupied hy these
bands, which penetrated far forward among the Federal posts.
One of them was even Reen to talte possession of Clarksville, on
the Cumberland, between Nashville and Fort Donelson. Among
their misdeeds we have to mention the assassination of the Fed
ernl general Robert McCook, near Decherd, on the 6th of AuguRt.
This officer, being seriously ill, was travelling alone with a small
escort several kilometres in advance of llis brigade. About one
hundred partisans rushed upon him, and the Confederate mounted
men, galloping alongside of his carriage, whose frightened horses
the drivers were unable to control, riddled him with pistol-shots.
The men capable of such atrocious acts dispersed as soon as they
found themselves pursued, and returned apparently to their plan
tations to resume their rural pursuits; but when they had not arms
in their nands, they served the Southern generals still more effect
ively in the capacity of "pies. These chief.'l, therefore, afforded
them .a protection which was anything but creditable to them
selves. When thl'Se partisans were caught with arms in their
hands and treated as nssassins, the Confederate government pro
tested, just a.~ if the laws of war had been violated; when they
were arrested in their own houses as spies, it set up the cry of
oppression, and these cries were repeated even in Europe.

The position of the Federals was a difficult one. They had to
guard an immense arc extending from :Memphis, on the Missis
sippi, to Cumberland Gap, recently occupied by the brigade of
the Federal general Morgan. Their troops were too much scat
tered to support each other effectively and with promptitude, or
to intercept the guerillas that slipped iu between them, and yet
they were divided into such small detachments as to offer here
and there an easy prl.'y to an enterprising enemy. Besides, the
large army which had besieged Corinth was weakened not only
by the excC8sive development of its lines, but also by the reduc
tion of its etJ:ective force. On one hand, the volunteers who had
enlisted for one year after the battle of Bull Run were being dis
charged; on the other hand, at this hot senson, the army was pay-
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ing its tribute to the fever climate of the banks of the Tennessee
by the number of its sick. Furthermore, to the numerous con
valescents which the military hospitals were pouring into the
Northern Stares were to be added many able-bodied men, who
took advantage of the want of vigilance on the part of inspectors:
to go and breathe their native air under the pretext of sickness.

The Confederates, on the contrary, owing to the strict appli~

tion of the conscription law, were speedily filling the oodra of
Bragg's army. In the beginning of August, a few days after
Morgan's return, this army was entirely mas...~ in the valley of
the Tennessee. It was not able, however, to move at once, for
want of sufficient means of transportation. This branch of the ser
vice, always so important and so difficult to organize in Amerim,
was, in fact, to be the principal resource of the great expedition
prepared by Bragg. To enable him to undertake it, he required
an enormous moJ.e:ridj and the convoy which had left Tupelo in the
middle of June, after the evacuation of Corinth, had been obliged
to perform a long and tedious journey in order to rejoin him.
The wagons, and even the artillery, being deprived of the re

source of railways, drawn by jaded horses first across the s\,:amps,
then among the steep mountains, of North Alabama, were nearly
two months in accomplishing the painful journey. At last
everything was ready toward the middle of August. Kirby
Smith, who occupied Knoxville with a strong division, was
placed under Bragg's orders, who sent him the two splendid
brigades of Cleburne and Preston Smith, thus swelling his fOrcES

to fifteen thousand men. Bragg himself was in the neighbor
hood of Chattanooga with· the army of the Mississippi, number
ing about forty-five thousand men of all arms, divided between
his two former lieutenants, Polk and Hardee. The time for
action had arrived; for in Virginia, Lee had again faced his sol
diers toward Washington, and was about to attack Pope's army
on the Rapidan. Along the whoie of this immense line, laid out
across the continent by the belligerents, the Confederates wp.re
resuming the offensive. Bragg's plan was simple and reasonable,
and calculated to secure important results. His object was to
throw himself upon Buell's left Bank, to CUD off his retreat hy
reaching Kentucky before him, and to establish himself there in
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sufficient force to dispute its possession. He was well aware that
if the war was again transferred to that State, Tennessee, situated
farther south, would be wrested from the Federals without strik
ing a blow.

The position of Buell's army favored the execution of this
plan. His right was at Huntwille; his centre, posted en echelon
along the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, beyond Decherd,
was watching the crossings of the Tennessee and the mouth of
the Sequatchie at Jasper; the left extended as far as Mac:\;finn
,""ille. Thinking that this last position was the most important,
the Federal general-in-ehief had entrusted its defence to his best
lieutenant, Thomas, the conqueror of Mill Springs. But while
the right and centre were covered by the course of the Tennessee,
which separated them from the enemy, the left was entirely un
protected (en fair). Between MacMinnville and the river extends
a range of mountains difficult of access, consisting of vast plateaux,
without water, and intersected by deep valleys lying parallel to
the Tennessee, the most important being that of the Sequatchie~

Unable to occupy this inhospitable mass of rock8, the Federals
had pitched their camps along the western slopes, where they
could easily obtain snpplies, and, fearing to extend their lines
too much, had only prolonged them north of MacMinnville by
a few trifling detachments of cavalry.

In order to decei ve them as to the real movements of the army
which was to attack them, the Richmond government determined
to menace them simultaneously at various point'J far remote from
l':ICh other. Humphrey Marshall in W cst Virginia and Van
Thlrn in .Mississippi, who were separated from each other by
more than nine hundred kilometres in an air-line, were simul
taneously ordered, one to snpport the invasion of Kirby Smith,
the other to harass Grant around Memphis and Corinth, so as to
oblige him to shut himself up in these two places. On the 21st
of August, Bragg's army crossed the Tennessee, above Chatta
nooga, near Harrison-an operation which occupied considerable
time, as he was not provided with a sufficient quantity of bridge
equipage, and was obliged to convey all his troops from one bank
to the other, by means of a few small steamers and some boats
which he had collected from all parts. But the mass of moun-
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tains which separated him from the enemy's camps at MacMinn
ville enabled him to effect this passage in perfect safety. We
shall leave him for a short time while he is taking position on
the right bank of the river, and follow his lieutenant, Kirby
Smith, who had left Knoxville at the Bame time as hl', and was
about to precede him into Kentucky.

We have spoken elsewhere of the vast region of country with
out railroads and navigable rivers extending between the Ohio
and the Alleghany ridge, a portion of which forms Eastern Ken
tucky. 'We have explained how inaccessible it was to large armies
for want of ways of communication. But Kirby Smith, taking
with him six or seven thousand men accustomed to long marches
and to forage on the march, did not hesitate to venture in it. His
first object was to wrest from the Federals the impregnable posi
tion of Cumberland Gap by turning it. This important pa$,

which, before the introduction of railroads, was the most fre
quented thoroughfare between east and west, had bel'n abandoned
in the spring by the Confederates, and occupied on the 18th of
June by Morgan's Union brigade, whieh had strongly entJ'£'nched
itself there. Kirby Smith crossed the Alleghanies at Big Creek
Gap, thirty-five kilometres south-west of Oumberland Gap, and
proceeded direct toward the centre of Kentueky, the richest and
most populous part of that State. He thus cut the communica
tions of the Federal Morgan with the dep6ts from which he ab-

. tailled hi!:! tmpplies, leaving to Humphrey Marshall on one side,
and to John Morgan the partisan on the other, the easy task of
prevl'nting a single wagon from carrying him provisions. The
Union brigade, thus besieged, held its position for three weeks;
finally, on the 17th of September, when its provisions had become
exhausted, it blew up the works it was entrusted to guard, and,
d~cel1dillg the slopes of the Alleghanies, forced a pa..<188ge into
Ohio, despite the guerilla.~ who harassed it during the whole of
that painful retreat.

Meanwhile, Kirby Smith was rapidly advancing through
Kentucky with his small fOr<.-e, the numeriml strength of whit'h
was daily inCl'cased by public rumor; a thousand horse preceded
it, scouring the country for the necessary supplies, which by ac
tive exertions were obtained from the inhabitants and brought
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each evening to the Confederate column. His adversaries had
made no preparations to receive him. Believing Kentucky to be
protected by Buell's army against any serious invasion, they did not
anticipate any raid except from guerillas. Consequently, their
active forces Consisted merely of cavalry and a tew infantry regi
ments scattered along the lines of railways. The latter were
pogted behind the stockades, a Rpecies of small wooden fortifica
tions resembling vast block-houses, very useful for repulsing a
band of parti!lans, but inC'.apable of resisting a regular attack.
At the first news of the invasion of Kentucky, a feeling of un
easiness had spread on both sides of the Ohio.

General Lewis Wallace, extremely popular in that country,
had hastened to Louisville with a regiment from Indiana. The im
portant post of Lexington, the principal intersection of the rail
ways of the State, had been entrusted to his care, and he had eoon
gathered around him some Ohio regiments which came over from
Cincinnati, and the Unionists of Kentucky who swelled the ranks
of the troops raised in that State. His forces amounted to about
ten thousand men at the utmost, to whom he had imparted his
own ardor; but as they had only been eight days together, they
had neither experience nor cohesion. The removal of Wallace
deprh-Ted his soldiers of the only incentive that could have sus
tained them---confidenoo in their chief. Kirby Smith had it all
his own way. All he had to do was to push forward rapidly,
which he knew how to do; besides, the character of the country
throngh which he was po..',sing did not allow him to stop. The
first object of his expedition was to rcach Lexington. He had
started about the 22d of August, following the route which leads
rlirectly northward through Jack!lboro' and Big Creek Gap, while
his cavalry, nine hundred strong, with several light batteries,
which had left Kingston a few days before, had made a large dt
four to the west in order to secure his left flank. This cavalry,
under Colonel Scott, passing through Montgomery, Jamestown
in Tennessee and Monticello, had cros."ed the old battle-field of
:Mill Springs, then Somerset, and had finally reached Loudon on
the very day that Smith had taken up the line of march with his
column. A. small body of Federal cavalry under Colonel Met
calfe was encamped on the other side of the Big Hill pass, which

VOl.. 11.-24
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the Confederate!" took by surprise and occupied. On the 23<1, Met
calfe made an attempt to recapture it, but his troops, being quite
undisciplined, were soon routed, and despite his effort~ he only
succeeded in rallying them at Richmond, twenty-four kilometres
from that place, on the Lexington road. The Confederates, after
having followed him for some distance, fell back upon their main
column, which was approaching Loudon by the direct route.
Smith, in fact, by means of forced marches, had traversed the
vast region of the Cumberland Mountains in three days. During
this rapid march his soldiers had found neither provisions, nor
even enough water at times to quench their thirst; they however
reached the comparatively rich and populous plain extending
north of Big Hill in excellent order on the 28th. On the 29th
they continued their march toward Richmond, driving before
them a few Federal mounted pickets. Nelson had placed Croft's
and Manson's brigades in this village, under command of the lat
ter, numbering between six and seven thousand men. These were
the only well-organized forces remaining in Kentucky; moreover,
with the exc'Cption of two old regiments, these soldiers had never
heen under fire.

At the news of the enemy's approach, Manson, whose camp,
commanded by the surrounding heights, was difficult to defend,
determined to anticipate the attack with which he was threat
ened, but he committed the error of leaving Croft's brigade in
Richmond, taking only his own with him. After having re
pulsed the Confederate vanguard, he took a favorable position
near the village of Rogersville on the evening of the 29th; the
next day, instead of waiting for the enemy, he sought to advance
a little farther; this was to induce an untimely fatigue for men
little used to marching, and to widen the space which separated
him from his reserves, to whom he had just sent a tardy order to
join him. He soon fell in with the small army of Kirby Smith;
the fight took place on both sides of the road and in fields inter
spersed with clusters of trees. Kirby Smith placed Cleburne's
division on the right and Churchill's on the left. The latter,
while endeavoring to flank the enemy, became separated from
Cleburne, who remained alone, exposed to Manson's fire. The
Federals, despite their inexperience, gallantly sustained the com-

\
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bat. Cleburne Wll8 wounded, and his troops began to waver.
But at this moment the Federal right gave way before Churchill
Cruft, who had just arrived with one regiment and two batteries,
tried in vain to repair this reverse. Manson was obliged to
weaken his left. Preston Smith, who had succeeded Cleburne in
command of his division, took advantage of this to resume once
more the offensive. The Federals were short of cartridges, their
boxes were empty, they could no longer hold the positions, which the
chances of the march had enabled them to occupy without having
time to estahlish themselves firmly. At last Manson ordered a
retreat toward Rogersville, but his soldiers could not keep their
ranks, and the remainder of Cruft's brigade, which might have
rendered great service if it had arrived sooner, struggled in vain
to cover their rout. At last the Federals formed again at Rogers
ville behind some hedges and along the woods near the causeway;
they steadily waited for the enemy, whose attacks they resisted for
nearly an hour, but their right wing Wll8 finally broken. Again
falling back in great hll8te, they reached Richmond, where Nelson,
who had hnstened from Lexington, endeavored to organize a llIBt
effort at resistance; this time the Union soldiers did not stand for
more than a quarter of an hour before the Confederates, who in a
single day and through three battles had overcome the enormous
distance between Big Hill and Richmond. The dUJris of the small
Federal army were then thrown into a frightful state of confu
sion, and the disorder Wll8 increased by the precipitate flight of
the cavalry. The convoy of the army, which had been sent some
time before to Lexington, wns soon joined. The exhausted enemy
had given up the pursuit, but a long train of fugitives Wll8 still
hurrying in the direction of Lexington. Suddenly it wavered
and halted, a few musket-shots had been heard in advance, and
the fatal cry, "We are cut offl" pll8SCd rapidly from mouth to
mouth. It was Kirby Smith's cavalry coming to complete
the disaster of the Federals. Colonel Scott, who Wll8 in com
maud, had started in the morning, confidently relying upon the
snoceAS of hi.. comrades, and by making a large circuit across
fields be had suc:n>eded in placing himself on the other side of
Richmond, on the line of retreat of the vanquished. While Nel
sou, severely wounded in the last battle, succeeded in escaping,
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Manson could not gather more than about a hundred men around
him, who tried in vain to force a passage; in an instant they were
all either killed or dispersed; Manson himself was taken prisoner
along with the bravest of his men. The entire ronvo}' and all
the artillery of the Federals fell into the hands of Kirby Smith;
the prisoners picked up on every side soon exceeded three thou
sand. The conquerors had only lost two hundred and fifty killed
and five hundred wounded. This was a considerdble number for
80 small an army, but the SUC<.'eS8 they had achieved was well
worth the price paid for it; they had annihilated the only forre
that could arrest their progress, and the whole of Kentucky was
at their mercy.

On the first of September, Kirby Smith entered Lexington
amid the plaudits of a population passionately devoted to sla
very, and his soldiers found in well-deserved rest ample compen
sation for all their fatigues. It was, however, necessary to act
promptly to turn this victory to advantage. Two roads of nearl)'
the same length opened before him, one leading northward to
Covington, a suburban town, situated on the left bank of the
Ohio, opposite Cincinnati; the other, running westward, led to
Louisville. Kirby Smith decided to take the first, by which he
could more directly menace the soil of the free States. The
sequel of the campaign showed that this was a mistake; for in
order to strike at the communications of Buell, the onl,r foe h('
had to dread, it was necessary to occupy Louisville. Here was
the junction of the railways connecting Nashville and the Ten
nel'see with the valley of the Ohio; here were gathered all the
stores which supplied the Federal armies as far as Chattanooga;
by establi8hing himself here, Kirby Smith would have been able
to protect the right flank of Bragg, who had just then entem\
Kentucky. But in marching toward Cincinnati, on the contrary',
lie moved away from the main army of invasion, and could only
muse temporary alarms to the Federals. After having reorgan
ized his troops and seen their number trebled by volunteers. who
flocked to his standard from every part of the country, he started
for Cynthiana. General Heth, who led the advance with hi~

disvision, about twelve thotL'>llnd strong, approred before C.()Ying
ton on the 15th. But instend of finding a defenceless town, and

I
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seeing, as he had hoped, the great city of Cincinnati imploring
for mercy, and even aiding his soldiers to cross the river, to escape
a bombardment, he found every preparation for an energetic resist
ance. At the news of the Richmond disaster, Wallace had been
summoned to Cincinnati by the governor of the State. His first
act was to close all the shops and places of business; then, calling
all the citizens to the public squares, he had furnished them with
imprements. Forty thousand men were set to work in raising
entrenchments around the suburbs of Covington, while all the
steamers were hastily armed with cannon.

Seeing that he would not be able to seize this rich prey by a
sudden dash, Heth withdrew the same evening, September 15th,
and fell back upon the town of Frankfort, which a portion of
Smith's troops had jUl't occupied. The capture of the latter town
might have produced a certain effect upon the vacillating popu
lation, ready to group themselves around the secession authorities
whom the Confederate generals were about to install in the official
capital of the State. In a military point of view, however, this
town had but one advantage-that of enabling these generals to
cross the Kentucky River without difficulty, and was in reality
but the first stage toward Louisville, which city he could have
entered that very day without making an unnecessary circuit
northward.

Besides, Kirby Smith was about to surrender the principal part
in the drama to the two large armies which had just come upon the
scene uuder the orders of Bragg and Buell. We left the Confed
erate general crossing the TeuncsSt-'C, above Chattanooga, on the 21st
of August, at the head of about forty thousand men. An almost
impenetrable barrier of rngged mountains separated him from the
left of the :l"ederals. Since the 19th of August the latter had got
wind of his preparations for crossing that river, but were unable
to ascertain on which side he would attack them. Thomas had
correctly guessed his intentions, and on the 22d he notified his
chief that the enemy was certainly trying to turn his left to enter
Kentncky. Buell, however, believecl, on the contrary, that he
would cross the mountains to attack him in front; he even en
tertained fears for his right, and attributed to Bragg the strange
design of invading North Alabama. Iustead of concentrating his
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forces upon his left, as Thomas had requested him to do, and
placing himself so as to command the road to Sparta, the only
one by which Bragg could reach Kentucky, he desired to take a
position which would cover his centre, and he selected Altamount;
but this village, situated in the barren and mountainous region,
was almost inaccessible, and afforded none of the resources neces
sary to an army. Thomas, who arrived there on the 25th, was
obliged to leave it for want of provisions, and returned to ~fao

Minnville, which he had very imprudently been directed to
abandon. McCook replaced him at Altamount on the 29th, to
be soon compelled, in turn, to draw near his depOts; the other
divisions, stationed en echel.on along the line of railway and the
road which passes through Hillsboro', Tracy and Battle Creek,
faced to the north. The Federals were thus waiting for the en
emy, who was turning his back upon them on his way to invade
Tennes.<.;ee through the open gap befiJre him. Meanwhile, For
rest, with four regiments numbering fifteen hundred or two thou
sand horse, made a demonstration against their lines to mask this
movement, and the wooded, uneven nature of that region enabled
him to pass almost unperceived between their divisions. On the
29th a detachment of his brigade, which had struck the Mac
Minnville railroad between that point and Manchester, tried in
vain to capture a Federal post stationed in a stockade. The next
day, Forrest, seeing that his adversaries were preparing to surround
him on all side8, bethought himself of retreat, and tried to get
away by turning suddenly to northward. He intended to pass
between MacMinnville and Murfreesborough, in order to join
Bragg on the Cumberland; but a brigade of infantry, consisting
of three regiment'! and two sections of artillery, under Colonel
Fyffe, who had been sent in pursuit, overtook him by a forced
march at a junction situated in the centre of a large clearing. On
seeing these troops, the Confederates believed them to be a convoy
of the enemy, an easy prey, which they prepared to capture, when
they were received by volleys of musketry and grape. In the
twinkling of an eye they dispersed ano. fled in every direction,
leaving a large number of killed and wounded behind them.
This reverse paralyzed for some time the movements of Forre5t.

Morgan, on his side, describing a complete circle, re-entered
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Middle Tennessee. He had escaped the pursuit of De Courey's
Federal brigade, which had come down Cumberland Gap as far as
Tazewell; and, after a slight skirmish at that place, he had reached
Knox,,-ille, where he only stopped a few days, and then, pursuing
once more a westerly course, he attacked Buell's left, and crossed
the Cumberland in tht! vicinity of Hartsville without opposition.
The Federnls, being at length apprised of this bold movement,
which threatened to cut the communications between Nashville
and Kentucky, went in pursuit, and General Johnson, with about
six hundred horse, overtook him a little beyond Gallatin. Mor
gan, finding himself too closely pressed, turned in his track, and
the two troops, having dismounted, met between this village and
Cairo. At the first onset the Federals fled ill a disgraceful man
ner, leaving behind them their general and a handful of gallant
soldiers, who defended themselves for some time, and were finally
made prisoners.

Morgan, encouraged by this success, and learning that the Union
ists occupied Bowling Green and Munfordsville in force, bore to
the north-east for the pnrpose of ascending the valley of the
Cumberland in the direction of Jamestown (Kentucky) and Som
erset. By a still more eccentric march he thus covered the cir
cular movement of Scott's cavalry, intended, as we have seen, to
mask the expedition of Kirby Smith. Having accomplished this
task, he again joined the latter in the plains of Kentucky, and
continued to form part of hi" small army during the whole of
the campaign we are about to describe.

Buell had at last discovered his error; but Bragg had already
obtained great advantage over him. The Confederate army, after
rerting at Dunlap, had on the 28th of August crossed the first
mountain ridge, known by the name of Waldren's Ridge, which
8eparated it from the Federals, and had debouched into the valley
of the Sequatchie; then, turning to the right, it had proceeded
up this valley, and reached Pikeville on the 30th of August, the
day that Forrest was put to flight near MacMinnville, and that
Kirhy Smith in Kentucky dispersed Nelson's division at Rich
mond. It was on this same day that Buell took up his march to
rover Nashville. He was too late to bar the entrance into Ken
tucky against the Confederaws. The capital of Tennessee should
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at least be protected. Buell had with him five divisions of the
army of the Ohio, three of which were under Generals Scbcepf,
McCook and Crittenden, and the other two, designated as the
fourth and sixth, under Thomas. These troops reached Mur
freesborough between the 3d and 5th of September. The two
divisions of Palmer and Negley were alr~dy at Nashville, with
all the d6p6ts and a large number of convalescents. The first
division came to rejoin them, and on the 7th of September
Thomas was placed in command of all these forces, with instrut'
tions to defend the capital of Tennessee. Imperative necessity
had summoned Buell into Kentucky j Bragg had just preceded
him into that State.

On the 30th of August, whilst the Federals were proceeding
from Decherd and MacMinnville toward Murfreesborough and
Nashville, Bragg ascended the Sequatchie as far as its sourres,
and going through the pass of Gras..,y Cove arrived at Cross
ville with hiR heads of column, where Forrest found him the next
day. The detour he had thus made to the north-east had again
disturbed Buell's mind, and had retarded the movement of the
Union army for a day. This detour, however, had no other object
than to bring back the Confederates upon one of those turnpikes
the scarcity of which, in America, invests them with exceptional
importance. This was the Knoxville and Nashville pike, which
on one side afforded great facility for penetrating into the heart
of Tennrssee, and on the other, by extending into the eastern sec
tion of that State, enabled him to receive the supplies lie needed.
Bragg, having struck this turnpike at Crossville, at once proceed
ed westward, passed through Sparta, and, rapidly following a
direction parallel to that of his adversary, had taken possession
of the village of Carthage on the Cumberland, which made him
master of both banks of the river. From this point he threat
ened Nashville, from which Buell's army was still far distant;
but whether he found that city defended by too large a garrison,
or whether he had only made this feint to westward for the pur
pose of detaining the Federals in Tennessee, and of getting still
more in advance of them, he suddenly turned northward in the
direction of Glasgow. His headR of column crossed the Kentucky
frontier on the 5th of September, at the very moment that Buell's
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army was being massed with difficulty between Nashville and
Murfreeshorough.

Bragg had under his command many of the soldiers and offi
cers who had evacuated Bowling Green with Sidney Johnston six
months before, who had participated in the bloody battle of Shi
loh and defended Corinth, and who, in short, ~r an extremely
long march through Mississippi, Alahama and Tennessee, were
returning to Kentucky full of ardor aud confidence. This con
fidence was well founded: thanks to the combinations of their
chief and the slow movements of their adversary, they found
themselves placed between the latter and his base of operations.
Henceforth Kirby Smith, protected by them, had nothing more
to fear. The railroad which connected Nashville with the great
rities of the North was at their mercy; the free States on the
right bank of the Ohio were menaced, and Buell would be com
pelled to attack the Confederates whenever they might please to
make a stand against him in order to ensure his retreat.

Leaving to General Thomas the care of organizing the defence
of NashviHe, Buell, on hearing of the arrival of the enemy at
Carthage, had proceeded as far as Lebanon in the direction of
that city. Bragg, however, still pushed forward without waiting
for him. On the 12th of September the first detachments of
Confederate infantry reached Glasgow, while their cavalry was
destroying the track of the Nashville and Louisville Railroad
betwee~ Franklin and Bowling Green. Buell followed them at a
distance, feeling his way. On that day he had not gone beyond
the frontier of Kentucky near Mitchellville; and still fearing an
attack upon Nashville, he sent back one of the 'divisions of his
army to Thomas. On the following day every doubt was dis
pelled. An intercepted despatch had informed him, it is said,
what might, for that matter, have been easily guessed-that Bragg
was marching upon Louisville. The Federals had but little
chance of ,vinning the race of which that city was the prize.
Thomas was summoned in great haste with the first divi.~ion.

Leaving two at Nashville, he started on the 15th. On the 18th
the whole of Buell's army was concentrated at Bowling Green.
Bragg, however, had turned these six days to good account, and
the two adversaries found themselves nearly in the same situation
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as Lee and Pope three weeks previous, each almost turning his
back upon his true base of operations. Buell had cause to fear a
similar disaster to that which the Federals had experienced at
Manassas.

Leaving one division with Breckenridge on the frontier of
Tennessee to chtlCk any aggressive movement on the part of the
Nashville garrison, Bragg had marched in two columns, Hardee's
corps taking the left, through Cave City, Polk's bearing more to
the right; and on the 14th his vanguard had reached the bonlers
of Green River. This important tributary of the Ohio runs
nearly from east to west, forming an obstacle upon which Bragg,
once master of the northern bank, could long hold his enemy, com
ing from the south. The railroad crossed this water-course at
Munfordsville; on the left or south bank of the river the crossing
was defended by a block-house to the west, and a small fortifica
tion, called Fort Craig, to the east, of the railway. These two
works, which were connected by a long breastwork, only mounted
four guns in position. The Federal garrison, commanded by
.Colonel Wilders, consisted of two batteries of field-artillery,
about two thousand men belonging to the d~p6ts of five or six
different regiments, and a company of regular inf8.ntry. Two
brigades, under General Chalmers, formed the advance of Hardee's
corps, which was marching at the head of the Confederate army.
They arrived in front of the Federal entrenchments on the evening
of the 13th, which they vigorously attacked at early da~ the
next day. Fort Craig, recently constructed in the centre of a
wood, was surro}.1Dded by large abatis. A fierce fight was en
gaged among the fallen trees j the Federals were soon driven back
into their works, but the assailants coul~ not dislodge them, and
finally retired after having sustained coBsiderable 10SlleS. En
couraged by this success, the small garrison resolved to continue
the defence of the positions confided to its honor. On the 15th
it received a reinforcement of five hundred men from Louisville
and anofher on the morning of the 16th, which swelled its num
bers to nearly four thousand men. But the apparent immobility
of the Confederates, which had drawn these new victims into the
trap, concealed a manreuvre destined to render their safety imp<&'
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sible. Whilst the greater part of Hardee's forces were being
massed in the rear of Chalmers' brigades, Polk had crossed Green
River, sixteen kilometres higher up, had descended the right
bank, and had come to complete on that side the investment of
the small garrison. To seize this prey, Bragg, following Lee's
example at Harper's Ferry, did not hesitate to concentrate his
army at the risk of an entire change in his order of march.
To detain the Federals up to the moment when they could not
escape, he ordered Hardee to attack the works on the west. The
Confederates were repulsed, but the sacrifice of a fe\v lives was
not without its compensation. Bragg, being now certain of suc
cess, sent a flag of truce to Wilders, inviting him to come and see
for himself the numerical superiority of the forces that were
about to attack him on all sides i he even granted him a suspen
sion of hostilities till evening-not a very dangerous concession, for
he knew that Buell had not yet left Bowling Green. On the morn
ing of the 17th the Federals, surrounded by more than twenty
five thousand men, capitulated with the honors of war, and were
released on parole.. They had bravely done their duty i their
chiefs had left them without assistance or instructions i Buell had'
allowed Bragg to gain a sufficient advance to invest them i Gen
eral Gilbert, who was in command at Louisville, had sent them
just enough troops to aggravate the disaster i and whilst keeping
up his telegraphic communications with them till the evening of
the 15th, he had given them no orders for a retreat, which would
have saved them. It is true that in sacrificing themselves they
kept the whole of Bragg's forces on Green Riv':!r for two days,
when the existence of the }4'ederal army depended upon the pro
gress, more or less accelerated, of the latter. This was probably
paying a moderate priee for such a result i for the time consumed
by the Confederates before l\Iunfordsville enabled Buell to gain
two marches on the road to Louisville.

This rich and populous city, numbering more than seventy
thousand inhabitants, was menaced on every side at once i it was
the very day of the investment of Munfordsville that Heth, as
we have seen, appeared before Cincinnati, and that the remainder
of Kirhy Smith's troops occupied Frankfort. The recruitB, col
lected in haste, who crowded the streets, could not have protected
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the city against a serious attack, and Kirby Smith needed no rein
forcement to take possession of it.

On the other hand, the position of Buell's army afforded Bragg
an opportunity for attempting a much more important and prom
ising operation than the capture of a defenceless city. This army
had just made very long marches, was short of rations, and felt
itself cut off; it WIIS, therefore, in the worst condition for fight
ing a battle, which, however, it could not possibly avoid. Bragg,
by imitating the suooessflll manoouvres of Lee, had turned his ad
versary: by attacking him during his precipitate retreat, he could
have achieved a decisive victory; but he failed to avail himself
of this opporf.unity. After the capitulation of Munfordsville, he
left on Green River a simple rear-guard, which Buell's heads of
column dislodged from Prewitt's Knob (or Glasgow Junction) on
the 20t.h of September, and scattered his troops through the coun
try to take possession of it, to install the authorities devoted to his
cause, and, above all, to gather the largest possible amount of
booty. He thus slowly advanced in a northerly direction, loading
his wagons not only with provisions, but wjth commodities of
every kind, followed by immense droves of cattle, providing fresh
horses for his cavalry, and collecting a large number of recruita
among the young farmers of those regions. Being chiefly anx
ious to secure to the already impoverished Confederacy the product
of this great raid, he no longer thought of leading his brave sol
diers to meet an enemy whom he almost held within his grasp.
Master of Salt River, which runs from south-east to north-west,
and on the borders of which he could compel Buell to fight an
offensive battle, he hastened, on the contrary, to abandon its
banks and fall back upon Bardstown. He thus left the direct
road to Louisville, which WIIS only fifty kilometres distant, and
allowed the Union army quietly to enter that city. Leaving Polk
with his corps stationary at Bardstown, he bore to the right, turn
ing his back upon Ohio, and marched through Harrodsburg upon
LP.xington, which he entered with Hardee's corps on the 1st of
October, having thus taken sixteen days to march leB8 than 1\\'0

hundred kilometres. The two Confederate armies which had
started, the one from Chattauooga, the other from Knoxville, tn
rendezvous in Kentucky, were thus at last united. But this
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junction lost nearly all its importance in consequence of Bragg's
error, of which Buell harl skilfully availed himself. The Union
general, making a circuit to westward, had followed a road paral
lel to that which his adversaries had just marched over; his van
guard, which had left Prewitt's Knob on the 21st, were four days
in advance of his rear, it having been found necessary to move
his divisions en echelon, in order to subsist them upon the re
sourres of the country. Once across Salt River, Buell had for
cibly drawn near the positions occupied by Polk's troops, less than
forty kilometres from the Ohio; and it was within this narrow
space between a large river on the left, and an enemy admirably
posted for attacking his right flank, that Buell's whole army had
defiled without being molested; on the 25th his vanguard had
entered Louisville; on the 29th the whole army was reunited
there.

A new campaign was about to begin. The Federal government
and the people of the North had set everything in motion to 8top
Bragg's victorious march and reconquer Kentucky. Buell found
in Louisville volunteers flocking from all the 'Vestern States, and
a considerable d~tachment of Grant's army, hastily sent over from
Corinth. These reinforcements swelled the army of the Ohio to
nearly one hundred thousand men; and notwithstanding t.he di
versity of the constituents thus brought together, this army was
reorganized by thc 30th of September. The transportation ser
vice was sufficient for a new advance, the baggage had bet'n light-.
ened, and the new recruits had as far as possible been brigaded
with regiments composed of ex~rienced soldiers. The active
army numbered about sixty-eight or seventy thousand men, nearly
thirty thousand of whom had recently enlisted, and was divided
into three corps, under the command of McCook, Crittenden and
Gilbert. Each corps comprised three divisions, formed of two or
three brigades, with two or three batteries of artillery and some
mvalry, forming an effective total of eighteen to twenty-two
thou'>llnd men. On the very day he was to begin his march
Buell was relieved from command, and the President designated
Thomas as his successor. But the latter declined, and pleaded
80 earnestly in behalf of his chief that Buell was reinstated in
the command. These orders and counter-orders mused the 1068
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of twenty-four hours, and the Federal columns only left Louis
ville on the 1st of October.

This was the day, as we said before, that Bragg reached Lex
ington. His army had also been reorganized; Humphrey Mar
shall, who had arrived from 'Vest Virginia, was ordered to collect
the volunteers furnished by Kentucky, and form them into a
division, which, together with those of Churchill and Heth, con
stituted Kirby Smith's corps. The latter transferred the troops
sent to him from Chattanooga to the army of the Mississippi.
This army was divided into two corps; the right, under Polk,
comprised the divisions of Cheatham and 'Vithers, the left, under
Hardee, the divisions of Anderson and Buckner. These divisions
were much stronger than those of the Federals; they were com
posed of at least four brigades, with an effective total of from
seven to eight thousand men each. The army of the Mississippi
therefore counted from thirty to thirty-five thousand combatants
of all arms, while the forces under Bragg amounted to fifty thou
sand men at the utmost, comprising in this calculation the strong
eRCOrtsneeessary to protect the immense convoy which carried the
fruit of his requisitions. The opportunity for attacking Buell
was henceforth lost to him; and he was soon about to be himself
menaced in the positions he occupied in the heart of Kentuckf j

but whether he should be able to maintain hilIL-'lClf in those posi
tions or not, it was necessary first of all to give his convoys time

. to reach the dep6ts situated in the interior of the Confederacy,
where they were impatiently looked for. The measures adopted
by him led to the belief tha~ he expected to be able to resist
Buell, and to preserve the best portion of his conquest. The
river from which the State derives its name afforded him an ex
cellent line of defence. The Kentucky, after running from east
to west as far as the centre of the State, turns directly toward the
north, and pas."ing Frankfort discharges itself into the Ohio. At
the point where its direction thus changes it receives the waters
of a small river, which also runs from south to north, the source
of which lies in the mountainous country which separates the
valley of the Cumberland from that of the Ohio. The shores of
this stream, called Duck River, are steep bluffs, among which
only two or three practical crossings are found. Below the con-
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fluenoe of Duck River the Kentucky is a stream of considerable
size. These two water-courses, therefore, constitute an obstacle,
which traverses the whole State in a direct line from south to
north, dividing it into two almost equal parts. Bragg might
hope to preserve this line; but as it was very much extended, he
should have gone to meet his adversary, in order to ascertain his
intentions, 80 as not to be taken by surprise, and this is what he
failed to do, notwithstanding the slownell8 with which the Federal
troops were advancing, nearly one-half of whom were not broken
in to marching.

The Union general had designated Bardstown, where Polk had
left his rear-guard whilst Bragg wa.~ marching upon Lexington,
as a rendezvous for the various columns which had left Louis
ville. Only one Federal division, that of Sill, detached from
l\fcCook's corps, proceeded in the direction of Lexington to cover
the left of the army. An extraordinary drought prevailed at
that period in Kentucky; the streams, generally so full in those
wooded regions, only presented here and there pools of stagnant
water to the soldier parched with thirst from the heat and dust.
For the first time we see the smrcity of water becoming a sub
ject of serious anxiety to combatants in Amerim. The march
of the Federals was considerably delayed by it, and they only
reached the vicinity of Bardstown on the 4th of October, the
JlOSSeSSion of which the parties of cavalry that had been watch
ing them showed no disposition to dispute.

This was the day fixed for the installation of the new seces
sionist governor of Kentucky at Frankfort j Kirby Smith was
there with his corps; Bragg had come in person. But at the
very moment of the ceremony, some scouts who had encountered
Sill's troops arrived with the announcement that the whole Fed
eral army was marching upon that capital. Every man ran to
his post, the solemnity was interrupted, and whilst they were pre
paring for battle the new functionary, already forgotten, sadly
took the road to Lexington. The same road was soon to lead
him out of the State he had aspired to govern.

Convinced for several days past that Buell would march upon
Frankfort, Bragg had sent Polk, who had remained in the vicin
ity of Bardstown, an order to proceed northward to attack the
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Bank of the Federals, while Kirby Smith was to go ont of the
city and check their progl'es.~ in front. But Polk, being no doubt
better informed, and knowing that the whole Federal army WlIS

approaching, had the good sense not to execute the dangerous
movement he had been ordered to mal,e, and adhered to the letter
of his original instructions; these directed him not to risk a gen
eral engagement, and in case of neL'eSSity to retire toward Bry
antsville, a village situated a little to the east of Duck River,
from which he could easily defend the precipitous banks of that
stream. Polk had the more easily guessed Buell's plan, bemuse
thi!;! plan was in itself simple and well <-'Onceived. In fact, in
Rtead of going to strike the line of the Kentucky River, the Fed
erals, by marching direct upon Frankfort, had only to bear to the
right to menace Bragg's communieations, draw him upon Dock
River, and thus compel him to abandon Frankfort, Lexington
and the richest portion of the State, without a fight. The two
r"cl.ilway lines from Bardstown and Lebanon afforded them ea8J
means of transportation in that direction. They could, in short,
if ne{~ry, extend their flank movement across the mountain
ous country in which Duck River takes its rise.

The most direct road from Bardstown to Bryantsville passes
through Macksville and Harrod:sburg; another, more to the south,
goes through Springfield, Perryville and Danville; other roads
still, coming from the north and the south, meet at Harrodsburg.
Polk reached this last village with his army corps on the 6th of
October. That of Hardee, which had been sent by Bragg on the
most southern of these roads, at the time when Polk had been
called back to Frankfort, was that day encamped in the vicinity
of Perryville; he there found-a great blessing at that 8eaEOn
of the year-copious springs of water, around which he had
vainly requested Bragg to concentrate his army. Kirby Smith
WI18 in the neighborhood of Frankfort, and had written to his
chief that a considerable portion of the enemy's army was in
front of him. Hardee, on his side, felt closely pressed, and com
municated the fact to headquarters. Troubled by these contra
dicwry report<;, Bragg imagined that his adversary was marehiD~

toward him on a front of one hundred kilometres, and that his
columns were spaced along parallel road!! from Lebanon on the
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right to Shelbyville on the left. Acting upon this supposition, he
divided Polk's corps, took from it Withers' division, which he
Sl.'nt to reinforce Kirby Smith, and ordered him to go with Cheat
ham's division to join Hardee at Perryville. His intention was
to take command of the three divisions massed ill the neighbor
hood of this village, to fight the only corps of the enemy he ex
pected to find there, then to bring them back to the right, so as to
form a junction with Kirby Smith. The latter was to draw near
him by ascending the Kentucky as far as the neighborhood of
Salvisa, where he expected to find the main body of the Federal
army. These movements, ordered on the 7th, were executed at
an early hour on the morning of the 8th.

Meanwhile, instead of dividing his columns, Buell kept them
as close to each other as the scarcity of water permitted. Per
suaded that the enemy had divined his intention~, he took it for
granted that the latter would wait for him at Perryville to dispute
the possession of the springs we have already mentioned, and he
com.'eutrated all his forces to take possC8sion of them. On the
6th, McCook's corps, on the left, had encamped halfway between
Bardstown and Macksville; Gilbert's, in the centre, at Spring
field; and that of Crittenden, on the right, between Springfield
and Lebanon. They were thus in a position to give reciprocal
support. On the morning of the 7th, McCook posted himself at
:Macksville, whence he could march either upon Harrodshurg or
Perryville; Crittenden, following the direct road from Lebanon
to Danville, which passes at a distanee of six kilometres south of
Perryville, bivouacked ncar the point where the cross-road lead
ing to the latter village connects. Gilbert was also approaching
this point by the Springfield road, driving Hardee's pickets be
fore him.

A kw kilometres before reaching Perryville this road encoun
ters a stream called Doctor's Creek, which, although dry at that
time, still presented a few muddy pools in its bed; it was the
only water within reach of the Federals. Sheridan, whose divis
ion forme<1 the head of Gilbert's column, took posse:"sioll of it on
the evening of the 9th, and place<1 his outposts along the ridge
of the hills which rose on the other side. These hills separated
the valley of Doctor's Creek from that of another stream, Chap-

YOLo II.-2~
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lin's Creek, which, after following the same direction from south
to north, joins the former not far from there. The village of
Perryville is situated at a point where the road cro.."SCS Chaplin's
Crrck, the sources of which are somewhat higher up. The whole
of this region is deeply ravined and thickly wooded; it is jmp(~

sible either to see or to hear for any great distanw.
Hardee, with his two divisions, was encamped on the heights,

which beyond Perryville border the left bank of Chaplin's Creck.
At daybreak on the 8th he tried to dislodgc Sheridan from the
positions he had ()('cupied during the night. But as Polk had not
yet arrived, his attack was not very vigorous, and the rffiistance
offcred by MeCook's brigade was sufficient to chrck him. During
this time the combatants on both sides were hasteuing toward
Perryville. The preceding evening Buell had ordered his two
wings to close on his centre. Crittenden, who, for want of water,
had not been able to bivouac at the place which had been indi
eated to him, only got into line toward the middle of the day,
and took position on the right, at some distance from Gilbert's
troops. McCook started from Macksville at five o'clock in the
morning; he crossed Doctor's Creek about ten o'clock, and irnme·
diatcly came to take position on Gilbert's left, and on the same
heights. His soldiers came up fatigued by the heat and by thil'8t.
Deprived of Sill's troops, this corps was reduced to two divisions
-Rousseau's, numbering S('ven thou8<'lnd men, and Jackson's,
composed of two brigades of new formation, only five thousand
men, most of whom had never been under fire. Consequently,
McCook had plaC(.'{1 Rousseau's division in front; but during the
march it was intersected by Jackson, and its third brigade, under
Starkweather, found itself in the rear. The Fedeml line was thus
formed-Crittenden on the extreme right, beyond the reach of
sight and sound; on the right of the Springfield and Perryville
road, Gilbert's corps, Sheridan resting his left on the road, Mitch
ell's division on his right, but in his rear and separated from him
by a considerable space, Schmpf's division in reserve on Doctor's
Creek. At a certain distance to the left of the road, in advance
of that he had followed on his way from :MllekEville, McCook's
corps went into bivouac; the arms wcre stacked, and the men on
fatigue duty had gOlle in search of water and wood.. :McCook's
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right ,vas formed by two of RouSSE'llu's brigades, first Lyttle's, then
Harris', which oreupied corn-fields intersected by hedges and in
terspersed with numerous barns; a long and narrow strip of under
wood, reaching down to the edge of Chaplin's Creek, and connect
ing with the Perryville woods on the other side, separated the left
of Harris from the right of Jackson's division. The latter was
drawn up in two ~ines, Terrill's brigade in front and Webster's
in reserve. Finally, the extremity of the ridge which separates
the two streams, sloping gradually down, was occupied by Stark
weather's brigade, which, having struck across the fields in its
early morning march, was placed a little en potence for fear of
being flanked by the enemy under cover of the surrounding
woods.

It was two o'clock in the afternoon. At this moment one of
those harmless cannonades so frequent in the American army
commenced, but it failed to disturb the repose which both armies
were taking. While the soldiers were seeking shade or sleep,
groups of officers were watching the course of the shells, the
white smoke of which was slowly dissolving in the serene atmo
sphere of that IItumnal day. The corps commanders were in
specting their lines, and already preparing for the movement
projected for the morrow. They did not suspect that a splendid
opportunity was that instant being lost. The well-conducted
1D~h of the Federals had, in fact, massed fifty-eight thousand
men within reach of Perryville. On the other side of Chaplin's
Creek was Hardee, with fifteen thousand men at the utmost.
Cheatham's division, which was just arriving, only raised the
number of his forces to twenty-two or twenty-three thousand
men.* If Buell had then put his three corps in motion and
made the attack he contemplated for the following day, withnut
a moment's delay, he would have had such a numerical superior
ity that all the valor of the Confederates could not have saved
them, and Bragg would have paid very dear for the imprudence
he had committed in dividing his forces. But Buell believed
himself confronted by the enemy's whole army. The Confeder
ates, through an opposite error, imagined they had only to deal
with a single Union corps, and were anxious to provoke its at-

* See the reports of the situation in the Appendix.
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tack. The arrival of Cheatham's division determined them to
lISsume the offell8ive, in the hope of preventing a junction of the
Federal forces, which had already been effe«ed since morning
without their knowledge. Bragg was present on the field of
battle, but he left the actual command to Polk. The two divis
ions of Hardee's corps were separated from the Federals by Chap
lin's Creek. Anderson was opposed to Rousseau and Sheridan;
Buckner on his right faced Jackson. Cheatham found himself
at first on the left of Anderson; but by a fortunate chance he
was withdrawn from this position, and, after a fruitless mareb
toward the extreme right, was placed in reserve behind the other
two divisions. If he had commenced the battle on the .left, he
would have roused Crittenden and brought him back to the bat
tle-field, from which he kept away, as will be presently il.'en.
Toward two o'clock Buckner and Anderson put themflClves in
motion. The latter, with the brigades of Jones and Brown, at
tacked Rousseau's line formed by the brigades of Lyttle and
Harris. The Union troop.~ made a vigorous resistance, compel
ling the enemy to show himself openly. The as.qailants sustained
heavy losses. Their two brigadiers were woun~; they gained
no ground. But on their right. Liddell's brigade, led by Buck
ner, took advantage of the wood which stretched ac1'08!l the valley,
to approach Terrill's Feueral brigade unperceived. It instantly
deployed, and. suddenly opening fire marched directly upon the
enemy's guns. Jackson was killed at the first discharge. His
soldiers, novices in war, could not recover from this surpri8e,
but were dispersed. Terrill sacrificed his life in vain efforts to

rally' them. Eleven guns fell into the hands of the Confedernt(.,:.
'Vebster, who came up with Jackson's second brigade, cheek<'d
for a moment the rush of the victors; but their nnset hud s~·

gered the whole Federal line. Rousseau, attacked on his left flank,
fell back upon Doctor's Creek. Adams came up to take the pbre
of the Confederate brigades of Jones and Brown in front of him.
In order to render Liddell's success complete by bearing more to
the right, Buckner sent forward Cleburne'l:! brigade, whQ'lC intrepid
chief, scarcely recovered from the wound recei,-ed at Rogersville,
was again severely wounded. ',"ebster, after having momenta
rily rallied the debris of Jackson's division, was, in turn, morta)))·
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wounded. Out of five thousand effective men this division had
lost more than one thousand hy the fire of the enemy. It had
seen thrt>e of its generals fall, and was completely disorganized.
On the extreme left Starkweather found himself isolated, and
despite a vibJ'orous resistance was also obliged to fall back.

The Confederates were masters of all the positions occupied by
lIeCook between Chaplin's Creek and Doctor's Creek; but whilst
their right, taking advantage of the dominant position it had con
quered, wa,., steadily advancing, their left presented its flank to
Sheridan, whom they had -not yet seriously attacked. The artillery
of this general opened an enfilading fire upon them, which com
pelle<l them to halt and to turn against him. It was four o'clock.
The soldiers who bad just fought Rousseau were unable to break
the line of Sheridan, who with fresh troops O<'Cupied an elevated
pex;ition easy to defend; they exchanged volleys of musketry with
no effect. Polk caused Smith's brigade of Cheatham's division to
support Anderson, the other two brigades of that division being
already engaged at the extreme right. All the efforts of the
llS.."\3.ilants were then directed against Sheridan, but he, being posted
along the edge of a wood which crowned the summit of the hills,
commanded the open fields through which they were coming to
attack him, and inflicted t~rrible losses upon the enemy. The
Confederates returned in vain to the charge. Toward four o'clock
Gilbert sent Mitchell's division to take part in the hattIe; two
of his brigades drew near Sheridan, covering his right; one of
them, under Carlin, joined him in an offensive return, and on
that side the enemy was finally thrown back beyond Chaplin's
Creek. The Federals passed through the village of Perryville,
where they picked up some hundreds of prisoners. Mitchell's
third brigatle, under Gooding, had gone to the extreme left to
McCook's relief, and for nearly two hours it made head alm04
alone against the attacks of the Confederates, slowly retiring
before them, but at the cost of cruel sacrifices, for it left upon
the gronnd its wounded commander and one-third of its effective
force. Kight rome at last to put an end to this combat, one of
the most sanguinary of the war, if we take into account the forces
l't'3l1yengaged and the short time it lasted. The eleven Federal
brigades, numbering about twenty-five thousand men, lost four
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thousand in less than four hours, about eight hundred of whom
were killed, two thousand two huudred wounded, and one thou
sand prisoners. The corps which suffered most was that of
McCook, which had three thousand men disabled out of twelve
thousand five hundred men. The losst'S sustained by the Con
federate army, in seeking to repair the error which had kept a
portion of its forces from the field, are attested by the official
reports. The three divisions which alone sustained all the brunt
of the battle had been reduced by their long marches to fifteen
thousand combatants; they left on the battle-field of Perryville
five hundred and ten killed, two thousand six hundred and thirty
five wounded, and two hundred and fifty-one prisoners, three thou
sand three hundred and ninety-six men in all-that is to say,
more than one-fourth of their effective force.

One-half of the Federal army, not hearing the sound of mUll

ketry, and doubtless attributing the booming of alOnon to one
of those artillery duels which too frequently took place without
cause or result'!, took no part whatever in the battle. The re
sponsibility of such fatal inaction rests upon the Federal staff;
for Buell was not notified until four o'clock of the struggle in
which McCook had been engaged since two o'clock. He imme
diately sent orders to Gilbert, which the latter had anticipated
by despatching Crittenden to the scene of action, but this officer
only reached the vicinity of the battle-field at dark. The left
wing of th'e Federals had been beaten, the inexperienced soldiers
composing it had bravely resi!.lted the attacks of a well-trained
adversary, as is proved by their losses, hut they quickly exhausted
the few cartridges contained in their boxes, and only escaped a
complete disorganization by abandoning the greatest portion of
the disputed ground. The right, on the contrary, had SUCCffi,'''

fully repelled all the assaults of the enemy. If the battle had
commenced earlier, and the general-in-chief been sooner inforulE.·o,
the arrival of Crit.tenden and Schrepf's division would certainl~'

have changed the issue of the contest.
Buell, however, still adhering to the first plan he had con

ceived, prepared to assume the offensive on the morning of the
9th, with the two corps of Gilbert and Crittenden, leaving in
rear that of McCook, which had suffered so much b)' the battle
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of the preceding day. But the propitious moment had passed.
Bragg, consciouR at last of the danger he had made his army
incur by dividing it in the presence of the enemy, had taken
advantage of the night to retire. The combinations he had de
vised for the purpose of stopping Buell's progress had failed, but
the succe..."8 he had achieved over McCook's corps was calculated
to deceive the Federals regarding the forces they had before them,
and to delay their movements, thml giving the Confederates time
to concentrate themselves to begin a retreat which had now be
come inevitable. The battle of. Perryville ma)', therefore, be
considered as a reverse to both parties. The attack of the Con
federates paralyzed Buell at a time when his united army could
have crushed them. They did not, however, realize the success
they had anticipated, and the resistance they encountered made
them despair of securing Kentucky.

On the morning of October 9th the ridge commanding the
right bank of Chaplin's Creek was only occupied by a small de
tachment as a rear-guard. The three divisions which had fought
the battle of Perryville, leaving behind them twelve hundred of
their wounded and most of the cannon captured the day before,
retired toward Harrodsburg, where they arrived at nine o'clock
in the evening of the 9th. The next day they crossed Duck
River and took position at Bryantsville, while Kirby Smith,
recalled in great haste, brought his own corps and Withers' divis
ion to Harrodsburg on the same day. On the 11th the whole
Confederate army was at last concentrated around Bryantsville.

After crossing Chaplin's Creek, Buell decided to wait for the
arrival of Sill before attempting the passage of Duck River, and
on the 16th he stationed his army between Dicksville* and Dan
ville, facing north-east across the roads from Macksville to Har
roJsburg, and from Perryville to Danville.

On the 11th, Sill reached Perryville, after enrountering the
rear of Kirby Smith near Lawrenceburg. Frankfort had been
aceupied by Dumont's Federal division. The whole of Northern
Kentucky was freed from the domination of the Confederate

* There are two DickRvilles-the one we speak of, which is situated on the
road from Macksville to Harrodsburg, and another on the road from Harrod&
burg to Bryantllville.
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army. It WBS massed in the triangle formed by Duck River
and the Kentucky before their confluence, but it could not think
of remaining there. The autumnal rains had set in the very d.1y
after the battle of Perryville; the reign of mud succeeded that
of dust. To prevent the retreat from being turned into a disaster,
there was not a moment to lose. The country in which the army
found itself was too poor to subsist ,it during the winter; rom

munications with the South were too difficult to procure supplies
from that quarter. Any attempt to occupy again the rich coun
tips which had just been evacuated was out of the question. A.
chain of mountains, very broad and very difficult of access, ~
on' the only road which was open to Brngg. It was impossible
for him to return by the same road he had followed in the pros
perous days of his invasion; he must enter the defiles which
Kirby Smith had found so muc,h trouble in passing. His con
voys were already proceeding in the direction of CllmberlauQ
Gap, leaving en echelon at various stages on the route, depOts of
provisions to enable it rapidly to gain an advance on the Fed
eral/<, who were obliged to draw all their provisions after them.
On the 13th of October, Bragg put his army on the march by thc
roads passing through Lancaster, Mount Veroon, Loudon and
Barboursville. On the 19th his heads of column reached Cum
berland Gap, and on the 26th his rear was going through tm:
redoubtable pass.

Buell was not able to pursue him closely. Having been in
formed on the evening of the 13th of his retreat, he im~ediately

put Crittenden's corps in motion through Stanford, to turn Duck
River, and cut off the enemy from the direct southero road to
ward Somerset, which diverges at Stanford from that of Cumber
land Gap. Woods' division o\'ertook a body of the enemy's
cavalry at Stanford, but was unable to detain it long enough for
a fight of any importance. McCook followed Crittenden. Gil
bprt bore more to the left, crossed Duck River, and passing
through Lancaster entered the road through which the greater
part of Bragg's soldiers had pas...'led. The latter, however, by
dmining the limited resourees of the couutry and obstructing the
roads, delayed the progress of their adversaries. At Crab Or
chard the road entered Il. sterile country, and presented debit'S
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easily defended by a simple rear-guard. It was impossible for
the entire Federal army to venture into these defiles. Crittenden
alone continued the pursuit as far as Loudon and Manchester,
without succeeding in overtaking Bragg, who day by day left
him a little farther in the rear. It became at last necessary to
turn and bring back the army to the vicinity of railroads, with
out which it could not procure supplies. By using these railroads
it would be able to reach the State of Tennessee, which Bmgg WB.lJ

re-entering by way of Knoxville, sooner than by crossing the
mountains of Southern Kentucky on foot.

The Federals had retained possession of Nashville, but it was
by abandoning to the ConfederatRs all the country east of this
city. The latter had repaired the railway track from Chatta
nooga to Murfreesborough; by this means Bragg, once in Knox
ville, could easily, as will he presently seen, bring his army into
the heart of Tennessee, the capital of which he soon menaced. He
thus compelled the army of the Ohio to concentrate it'lelf around
Nashville. The greater portion of this army returned to Leba
non, one division of Crittenden's corps passing through Somerset,
Columbia and Glasgow. Bowling Green was the first point at
which they were to meet, and the principal d~p/)t. The army
arrived at this place between the 26th and 30th of October, about
the same time that Bragg reached Knoxville. The immense
wagon-train carrying its provisions, ammunition and materiRl of
every description, extending for a distance of twenty-four kilo
metres, soon joined it. Buell, justly supposing that so rich a
prey would afford a temptation to Confederate partisans, had
taken good care to deceive them as to the direction of this convoy;
and instead of letting it follow the same ~d as the army, he
had mused it to move more to westward; through Elizabethtown
and Munfordsville. The cavalry brigade of Colonel McCook,
escorting the convoy, had the good fortune to capture a detach
ment of three hundred mounted men of the enemy on the road.
After their bloody encounter at Perryville, the two adversaries
had therefore suddenly turned their backs upon each other. They
made each on its side, in order to reach the railway lines, an im
mense c1.&Jur, which was some time after to bring. them upon a
battle-field far remote from the preceding one.
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On the 30th of October, Buell was relieved from command by
the President. He had doubtles.'l committed more than one mis
take; but as the government had restored him his command at
Louis\'il1c, it could not allege any serious cause for depri\'ing him
of it at the moment when he had just delivered Kentucky from
the invasion of the enemy. The coincidenre between his dismis
sal and that of his friend McClellan attracted much comment at
the North. Rosecrans, who had just distinguished himself around
Corinth, as we shall relate hereafter, was placed at the head of the
troops lately under Bnell's command. At first he merely con
tinued the movement commenced by the latter in the direction of
Nashville. On the 7th of December this city was occupied by
several divisions; the remainder of the Union army was posted
en eehelon along the line of railroad in the neighborhood of Gal
latin, and as far as Bowling Green. The partisan Morgan had
also re-cntered the State through the mOllntains of 'Vest Vir
ginia, after having surprised on the 12th of October a small Fed
eml garrison in the town of Augusta, on the banks of the Ohio.
Winter had set in, and Bragg took up his quarters between Mur
freesborough, MacMinnville and Chattanooga. The two adwr
saries were destined to remain stationary and inactive till the end
of December.

The campaign just ended had been commenced two months and
a half befure by the march of Bragg, who, passing to the left of
Buell, had first compelled the latter to ha.'lten to the defence of
Nashville, and then to follow him into Kentucky. During this
time Kirby Smith, crossing the Cumberland Mountains, had de
feated the new Federal levies at Richmond, and occupied the
greater part of Kentucky. Bragg, placed between Buell and the
Northern States, could have compelled him to fight; but satisfied
with the capture of Munfordsville, he had opened to him the road
to Louisville by proceeding himself toward Lexington. The second
part of the campaign began on the 1st of' October. Buell, remm
ing the oflcnsive, conccntrated his army in the vicinity of Perry
ville. On the 8th of October, Bragg, attacking him with only
three divisions, surprised his right wing and defeated it, but failed
in his efforts against the Federal ccntre. The retreat of the Con
fedemtes, which only <:nded at Chattanooga, was for them a dis-
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appointment all the more bitter, because it coincided with the
abandonment of Maryland by Lee, as Bragg's march had coin
cided with the aggressive campaign of the army of Virginia.
The combat at Richmond in Kentucky took place on the same
day that the battle of Manassas was fought. On leaving Ken
tucky the Confederates charged the population of that State with
lukewarmness--a. population divided between two hostile fac
tions; but they endeavored to console themselves by calling to
mind the immense resources of every descriptiun tho.t Bragg's
army was mrrying away with it. The only lasting result of this
campaign for them was the occupation of the whole of Tennessee
east of Nashville.



CHAPTER II.

CORINTH.

WE have said in a former chapter that Halleck had been un
able to employ, in any important operation south or east,

the large forces at his disposal in the month of June. He had
allowed the Confederates to establish themselves at Vicksburg
and Port Hudson. These two citadels, which reciprocally cow'red
each other, barred the navigation of the Mississippi, and connected
the two sections of the Confederacy. Van Dorn had quietl~'

taken possession of these places, and in the month of August
pushed his outposts as far as the Memphis and Corinth Railroad.
More to the east, Sterling Priee occupied the neighborhood of
Tupelo with the troops he had brought from Arkans.'ls in the
spring.

The Federals were acting on the defemlive. Bragg's army,
which wa." concentrating at Chattanooga, and that of Lee, which
W&l marching upon the Rapidan, menaced their actual p0SSC85ioDs
too seriously for them to think of new conquests on the Missis
sippi. Besides, the oppressive summer heats would not permit
the Northern soldiers to venture with impunity into the marshy
regions which border the great river. In short, all the available
troops had gone to join Buell's army under Thomas' command;
and Grant was left. with only a sufficient force to protect the con
quests made on the Tennessee and thc Mississippi. The districts
thus acquired were divided into two militar)' departments; that
of West Tennessee, placed under Grant, with the troops which
had been left him, was bounded on the south by that of the l\fis
sissippi, under RosC<'rans, the successor of Pope in the command
of the army of the Mississippi; but this division was of a pure
ly administrative character, the supreme control of the defpnres
of all the territory comprised between East Tennessee and West-

3116
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ern Mis.'lissippi being fortunately reserved to Grant, the ranking
officer of the two. The possession of this territory secured the
control of the two large rivers as far as Eastport on one side, and
~Iemphis on the other; it was open to attacks from the south
between these two towns. . It was, therefore, the line from East
port to Memphis that Grant had to protect; this line was too ex
tended for the small number of troops he had under his command,
and tlac railroad, which directly connected the two water-courses
from Memphis to Florence, was too much exposed to Rudden
surprises to be 01 any scrvice to him; but the disposition
of the other railway lines running through his department
afforded him a partial remedy for this inconvenience. In fact,
the small town of Humboldt, situated in the centre of the paral
lelogram formed by the two rivers, was the point of intersection
of the two lines coming from the north; after passing thi8 point,
one of them runs south-westward in the direction of Memphill,
the other to the south-east toward Corinth. This last line again
divides at Jackson, some distance from Humboldt, and its western
branch runs almost due south to the Memphis and Florence Rail
way, which it intersects at Grand Junction. The latter point is at
an equal distance from Memphis aud Corinth. The most import
ant water-course in this region is Hatchie River, which takes its
rise near Ripley, in the State of Mississippi, and follows a north
westerly course until it discharges itself into the Mississippi above
Fort .Randolph. In consequence of the woody swamps which
border its banks, it forms, from its very source, a serious obstacle.
The moot prominent points for crossing this stream are Crum's
:Mill, on the road from Holly Springs to Corinth, Davis' Mill,
on the road from Memphis to Corinth, and, in the immediate
vicinity of the latter point, the' bridge of the Memphis and
Charleston Railway, situated below the (',onfluence of the Tuscum
bia River, which runs from Corinth; and finally the viaduct of
the line from" Jackson to Grand Junction, near the village of
Bolivar.

Abandoning Grand Junction, the Federals had posted them
selves in the vicinity of this river; Sherman, with the six thou
sand men of his division, defended the upper course of the Mis
sissippi at Memphis, through which he communicated with
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his chief. Grant, in order to be ready to hold the enemy in check
at every point along the line of the Hatchic, placed his righ~

composed of the divisions of Hurlbut and Ord, amounting alto
gether to about eight thousand men, at Bolh'ar, and his left,
formed by the army of Rosecrans, in the neighborhood of Corinth.
The remainder of his own army was at Jack80n, in the rear, so
that it could easily be conveyed by rail either to Bolivar or Cor
inth. The extreme left of Rosecrans extended as far as the
Tennessee through Iuka; it was !>mttered in small posts, so
as t6 cover the branch of the Corinth and Iuka Railroad, and
the road from Eastport to the Tennessee, these being the lines
through which Rosecrans had hitherto obtained his supplie..
The drought, however, was so great in the month of Angust that
the Tennessee Wll8 no longer navigable to this point, and the sol
diers of both Grant and Rosecraus had to depend entirely upon
the railroaus to bring them provisions, collected in the vast depllts
of Columbus on the Mississippi.

All the troops placed under Grant numbered sca~ly forty
thousand mcn. The army of the Mississippi, composed of the
divisions of Hamilton, Stanley, Davis and McKean, counted from
twenty to twenty-two thousand men; the army of the Tennes.."l'e,
reduced to thp four small divisions of Sherman, McPherson, Ord
and Hurlbut, had only eighteen thousand combatants left. The
necessity of leaving Sherman at Memphis, and of defending
against the guerillas the dep6ts and railway bridges through
which supplies were conveyed to the army, reduced the active
forces under Grant to less than thirty thousand men.

Those of his adversaries were not quite so numerous. Yan
Dorn's army, composed of the divisions of Lovell and Brecken
ridge, numbered about fifteen thousand men. Price's troops,
comprising the divisions of Maury and Little, consisted of ten
thousand five hundred infantry, two thoUBaml five hundred horse
nnder Armstrong, and one thousand artillerists, with forty-four
guns. All told there were twent~'-five thousand men, five thou
sand horses and one hundred guns. These two little armies,
however, had each a special task; Van Dorn W88 to defend the
Mississippi, and Price to remain in the valley of the Tennes..."et'.

Each believing himself too weak to assume the offensive, the
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two adversaries watche<l each other's movements. Finally, at the
urgent solicitations of Bragg on taking the field, the Confeder
ate generals decided to attempt a diversion in his favor. Price
sent Armstrong's brigade of cavalry to feel Grant's position on
the Hatchie.

On the 30th of August, a bloody day along the whole of the
immense line occupied by the belligerents-the day of the battle
of ){anassas, the Richmond combats and the engagement at Mac
Minnville-Armstrong followed the road from Grand J nnction to
Bolivar, in the hope of surprising the Fe<lerals in that position,
or at least of cutting their communications. The latter, however,
having got wind of his approach, sent a few hundred horse, with
some artillery and mounted infantry, to meet him. These last
mentioned troops, destined to fight exclusively on foot, although
tran~ported on horseback, had been organized to resist the inroads
of guerillas, and rendered excellent service in that country, where
the mov~ments of foot-soldiers are so slow. Although the Fed
erals were only nine hundred strong, they resisted Armstrong's
attacks the entire day. It is asserted that during the contest
sl)me ~uadrons of cavalry of the two parties crossed sabres, a rare
occurrence at that period of the war. Toward evening the Fed
erals fell back toward Bolivar, anrljoined the main body of their
forces beyond the town, on the north bank of the Hatchie. Arm
strong, seeing the impossibility of taking the enemy by surprise,
and that the Federal brigade of Crocker was ready to r(?{,'Cive
him, made a detour to the west of Bolivar, and crossed the Hatchie
lower down, in order to threaten the village of Jackson and cnt
the railway between those two important posts. On the 31st,
after doing some slight damage to the track, he att..'\Cked at Medon
Station a post of a few hundred men entrenched behind cotton
bales whi~h they had piled up in haste. Unable to drive them
out of this improvised redoubt, and giving up all further attempt,
he retraced his steps toward the Hatchie. A column of seven or
eight hundred infantry, with two pieces of artillery, under Colo
nel Dennis, was sent in pursuit, and o\'ertook him at Britton's
Line. The Confederates, full of confidence in their numerical
Ruperiority, halted to give them bat:le. The small band of Fed
erals was surrounded on every side, and lost both its convoy and
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the two guns. It, however, preserved its composure, and rallied
upon a wooded eminence, sUl'l'ounded by open fields, whence it re
pulsed all attacks. Armstrong caused his men to dismount, and
led them several times to the assault, while others cbarged the Fed
eml line on horseback; hut his efforts were all in vain; he could
nowhere break the little troop whieh he had already considered eap
tured, and he abandoned the field of battle, leaving on it one hun
dred and seventy-four men killed and the trophies captuN't1 at the
beginning of the action. This eng'dgement ended hi.'1 expedition.

The invasion of Kentucky, however, was to have the efft."Ct
of compelling the Fellerals to leave Nashville. Bragg, knowing
that Rosecrans and Grant had sent all their available forces to
the army of the Ohio, and that they had Dot yet received the re
eruits they were expecting, thought they would not be able to de
fend 'Vcst Tennessee, and directed Van Dorn and Price to meet
him on the bordcrs of the Ohio. Price had received orders to
prevent Rosecrans from reaching Nashville; he had immediately
collected his scattered forces and started off, expecting to meet his
allvcrsary in full retreat.. He was to be very soon undC<'Cived.
On seeing the Confederate cavalry leave Lagrange, ncar Grand
Junction, and subsequently appear at Ripley, Grant had indeed
divined that the enemy had abandoned all intention of attllI~king

his right at Bolivar, and that his effort., would be directed against
Rosecrans. He was ready to support the latter at the first call.

On the 13th of September, Price's ar~y was advancing toward
Iuka. This mOVl'ment enabled him to follow the Federals in rase
they should retire toward Nashville, or cnt off their retreat in that
direction if they remaincd at Corinth. Colonel Murphy, who rom
manded a brigade in St'-lilley's division, was in charge of the
depOt at Iuka. After assembling all the detachments belonging
to his eomnmnd, which were srotterell along the railroad as far 11-"

Tuscumbia, he abandoneel the post entrusted to his care, as soon as
the enemy appeared, without even de5troying the materiel that lay
there. Before the war the village of Iuka was frequmted b}" the
rich families of Mis.~issippi. l\Iagnifieent mineral sprinl"rs, shady
retreats such as arc only to be found in America, a healthy cli
mate and a beautiful rolling country,-all combinell to render it a
charming s(tiourn during the scorching summers of that reg-ion.
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Price's soldiers, long condemned to the hardest privations, found
there all kinds of resoUJ"C('S. But they were not destined to enjoy
them long. Once ma.';ter of this position, Price learnt that Rose
crans, instead of crossing the Tennessee to join Buell, was maSA
ing llis forces at Corinth. He might have left him there and
hastened to the north-west to attack Nashville, as Bragg had
requested him to do, or to co-operate with Van Dorn to attempt
to dislodge him. The latter plan, being the most feasible, was
proposed to and accepted by Van Dorn on the 16th of September.

Meanwhile, Grant wa.~ preparing to prevent the junction of
these two generals by attacking Price in his advanced position.
He had pnt all the troops at his disposal in motion, leaving be
hind him only a sufficient force for the protection of Corinth.
Rosecrans brought him the divisions of Stanley and Hamilton,
amounting altogether to about nine thousand men, while Ord
arrived with nearly eight thousand taken from the army which •
occupied Bolivar and Jackson. His forces, therefore, were in
creased to seventeen thousand men in all; Price had only four
teen thomlllnd.

But instead of concentrating all his troops, Grant thought
him.'lelf sufficiently strong to divide them and try to hem in his
enemy in the village of Iuka. To effect this he ordered Rose
crans to quit the railway track, which led directly to this place,
and to go round by way of Rienzi and Jacinto, so as to approach
Price on the south and cut his natural line of retreat. In the
mean while, Ord was to come up by way of the north-west, and
to attack Price north of the town.

In a region the topography of which was so little known, where
the roads became broken up at the first rainfall, and the streams,
the swamps and the foreSts combined to retard the movements of
armies, and communications between headquarters were extremely
uncertain, such a manreuvre, undertaken in the presence of so
active an adversary as Price, was full of danger. The result was
soon to prove it so.

On the 18th of September, ROAecrans was in the vicinity of
Jacinto; Grant was at Burnsville, on the road leading from Cor
inth to Iuka, waiting to hear that his lieutenant had executed the
movement he had ordered him to make; farther 011, on the same
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road, only seven kilometres from the enemy's outposts, were the
troops commanded by Ord; several trains of cars, always with
steam up, were ready to bring them back rapidly to Corinth if it
should be found that Van Dorn was menacing that place. The
general attack upon Iuka was fixed for the following day, the
19th. Rosecrans announced his intention of presenting himself
in the morning before this village by the two road" which ap
proach it on the south side, one coming from Jacinto, the other
from the village of Fulton, situated more to the ~ast. Ord WSii

to begin the battle on the opposite side at the same hour.
But the muddy, narrow roads and the streams swollen by the

rains delayed the progress of Rosecrans' column, and on the
evening of the 18th it was still thirty kilometres from Jub.
Grant, having been notified in time, directed Ord not to begin
his attack until the booming of cannon should announce the ap-

• proach of Rosecrans. The latter, in spite of all his diligence,
was unable to reach the neighborhood of Iuka till three or four
o'clock in the afternoon of the 19th. Before entering this village
the Jacinto road ascends a hill, leaving a cross-road on the right,
which connects the former with the Fulton road, upon which the
right wing of Rosecrans was to take position to begin the attack.
Hamilton's first regiments ascended the summit of this hill; but
the remainder of the army, drawn up among the thick woods,
formed an interminable line winding in the dilltance without
being able to deploy. Infantry, cavalry, field-pieces and wagons
were crowded together on a single road, where they mutually
obstructed the march. The Fulton road had not Joet been
reached.

Suddenly the stray shots of Confederate sharpshooters in re
treat were followed by violent discharges of musketry; it was
Price attacking the advance of Hamilton. Informed by his
spies of the movement of the Federals Rgoainst him, he took ad
vantage of their division and tried to crush them in detail. Pro
ceeding to the front to meet Rosecrans, he hoped to arrest his
progress before he could occupy the Fulton road, and perhaps
even to disperse the enemy's column, thus surprised in the mi<b-t
of its march. The three Federal regiments placed at the head of
the column resisted the first assault. An Ohio battery, with the
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remainder of Sullivan's brigade, soon came to their assistance. A
fierce combat took place in the forest, which covered the whole
hill. Little's Confederate division gallantly endeavored to carry
this ~ition. It was unshaken by the lo~scs it sustained. Its
chief was killed and its ranks thinned. It nevertheless reached
the 5ummit of the hill, where the Federal battery Wll8 posted. A
large number of drod horses were strewn upon the ground; the
majority of the gunners were wounded and the gUllS captured by
the Confederates, who were driving their adversaries before them.
But the fe't of Hamilton's division, hastening to the sound of
battle, at last f'urmounted all the obstacles of the road. It re
gained some advantagp over the Confederates, aUlI several of the
spiked guns were recaptured in the midst of the dcad hollies
which surrouuded them. The efforts of the enemy to turn first
the right, then the left, of the dominant position of the Federals
were repulsed. .In the woods the fighting was desperate. The
growing darknes.'l increased the confusion without abating the
violenre of the struggle. Finally, the battle gradually ceased,
and each man waited for the ending of that dismal night in the
position he occupied, under a drenching rain, and surrounded by
the wounded, whose cries were heard, but whom it was impos
sible to find in the brushwood. Hamilton's division, which was
&'llI'l'ely three thousand strong, had lost one hundred and thirty
five killed and five hundred and twenty-seven wonnded, but only
twenty-six prisoners. The losses of Price, who had all the time
maintainl'd the offensive, must have been much greater. He had
not been entirely SUCCC8.'lfuI. Despite their numerical superiority,
the two divisions he had brought on the battle-field had been
unable to crush the head of Rosecrans' long column. The vigor
0115 resistance of Sullivan's brigade-a resistance favored by the
woods which covered the country and made of every road a nat
ural defile-had kept the Confederates in check. But the com
bination formed for the purpose of surrounding them hUll f:'1iled ;
Rooecrans' position was extremely critical, and the Fulton roull,
which he had not been able to seize, remained under the control
of Price. The latter hlL'itened to turn this advantage to account
to evacuate Iuka, for he knew that Ord would attack him in his
tum the next morning. This general had waited in vain the whole
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(lay for the sound of Rosecrans' cannon, to move forward. But the
wind was blowing from the north; and like G. "T. Smith at Fair
Oaks and D. H. Hill at Malvern, he did not hear this uncenain
signal, which the generals of both parties too frequently relied
upon, and only engaged one battery, which was soon silenced.
He was only informed of the bloody battle that had been fought
so ncar him, in the middle of the night; and when he entered Inkft,
he only met the advance of Rosecrans, which was just arriving
from the opposite direction. Under cover of the darkness Price
had succeeded in conveying the whole of his army to the Fulton
road, at a distance of only two kilometres from the Federal line:s,
without being Illolested. Bnt during their rapid Illarch his sol
diers, irritated by this new retreat, plundered all the houses they
met, and the peaceful inhabitants of that country were bitterl,r to
1"('grct the sympathy they had shown for these rongh Missourians,
whom a few days before they had hailed as their .deliverers.

Although obliged to abandon Iuku, Price had not relinquished
the attack upon Corinth which had been concerted with Van
Dorn. In order to carry out the plan agreed upon between them,
the latter had already made a (lcmonstration in the direction of
Bolivar. The two Confederate generals needed, first of all, to

Iwing their forces together. They met at Ripley on the 28th of
September ; Van Darn, taking command of the twenty-two thou
sand men thus reunited, marchecl at once upon Corinth. This
intelligent and enterprising gencral had skilfully selected the
objective point of his eampaign. The capture of Corinth would
have opened to him the whole of Tennessee. Memphis would
have bern bcsjrged and Grant driven back under the guns of
Dunelson, his first conqnest. The Confederate soldiers, trained
by long marches aIllI sanguinary combats, and led by experienced
generals, were burning with desire to avenge, in the city of 0>1'
inth itself, the humiliating evacuation of that place to which they
had been rl'(luced a few months before, and to seize the ,'aluable
stores whieh the Federal government had accumulated there.

After the capture of Juka, Grant found himself without the
means of pursuing his adversaries; he had been obliged hasti1r
t{) bring back upon the Iinc he was ordered to defend, the troops
temporarily assembled for th(' battle of the 16th. Entertaining
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fears for Bolivar as well as Corinth, he had divil1ed the main body
of his army between these two po"ts, entrusting the first to Ord
and the second to Rosecrans. The latter, after collecting together
all the small ~rarrisons in the neighborhood, found himself at the
head of nearly nineteen thousand men. The immense works
around Corinth had been so modified as to admit of their being
defended by this small force. This entrenched camp had been
ootl.v<:t-ructed in the month of May for Beauregard's army, more
than sixty thousand strong; it had then been oecupiecl and ex
tended by the one hundred thousand men under Halleck. Look
ing upon the fortifications of that period as merely advanced
works, Grant, assisted by an engineer officer, Major Prime, had
surrounded the town of Corinth it<;elf with an enclosure propor
tionate to the reduced figure of his army. These works consisted
of nodoubts connected here and there by breastworks more or less
considerable, and covered by abatis at every point where the
labors had extended through the forest. The..,e lines, constructed
in haste, protected the north and west sides of the town, which
until then had been but poorly defended; the large works erectro
by the Confederates during the siege, on the contrary, were de-
signed to protect the cast side. The two railroads cross each
other at the western angle of the town of Corinth. Two roads,
running almost parallel to these two railway lines, follow them,
"on their left, as the traveller enters Corinth, one coming from
Chewalla and Pocahontas, villages situated at the north-west on
the Memphis road, the other from Purdy and .Jackson, situated
on the north. Before reaching Corinth, both wagon-roads and rail
roads C1"O!'iS Bridge Creek, which, as we have said elsewhere, rnns
to the north-west and west of Corinth, emptying finally into the
Tuscumbia River more to the south; its we."t bank is commanded
b)" several heights, upon which the Federals had erected two
works, Fort Robinett at the north, and Fort Williams to the
south of the Memphis railroad; these heights extended south
ward as far as College Hill, a hillock upon which stood a large
college, and their summits were crowned on that side by three
redoubts, Philipp's, Annrath and Lathrop, ranged in a ~emi

cirrle. North of Corinth and east of the stream, the Federals
had but a single work of any importance, the Powell redoubt,
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separated from Robinett by a considerable t;pace, through which
the Chewalla roall and the Jackson railway passed. .But all the
roads were occupied by breastworks sufficiently strong to protect
the field artillery, and enable it to command the approaches;
these works were strengthened and increased during the latter
part of September, in consequence of a somewhat curious inci
dent. A young woman named Miss Burton, who was gifted with
true military instinct, played the part of the Confederate spy iu
Corinth. The Federals had intercepted one of her letters, in which
she indicated the north-western side of the town as the weak point
in the Federal defence, giving with remarkable precision all the
information nec<...~ry for attacking it. This letter, carefully
resealed, was forwarded to its destination, after which Miss Bur
ton wa.'! closely watched, so as to prevent her supplying the enem."
with any further intelligence, while the FCf]erals worked without
intermission to fortify the weak points she had so cleverly discov
ered. It was on this side that Van Dorn determined to make the
attack; he not only expected to find the place illy defended, but
fully relied upon being able to cut off Rosecrans from any rein
forcements that Grant might send him. To accomplish his ob
ject, he proceeded northward and occupied Pocahontas, at the
confluence of the Hatchie and Tuscumbia; in this position, whieh
he reached 011 the 1st of October, he left his adversaries still
uncertain as to the objective point of his attack.

Leaving a brigade of cavalry and some infantry to guard the
bridge of the Hatchie, and the greater portion of his convoy,
which remained parked in the neighborhood, he proceeded Wffit
ward and encamped at Chewalla on the 2cl, while his outpG5t~,

drawing near Corinth, encountered those of Rosecrans, who had
gone out to meet him in pursuance of Grant's orders. The latter,
having at last been made acquainted with the movement of the
Confooerates, had put all the forces at his command in motion to
fall upon their flank and line of retreat. He sent McPherson in
all haste with one of his brigades, direct from Jackson toward
Corinth, whilst Ord, at the head of a portion of his division and
that of Hnrlbut, numbering all together from four to five thousand
men, marched from Bolivar to Pocahontas to seize the fords of
the Hatchie.
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On the morning of the 3d the Confederates attacked the posi
tions that Rosecrans had occupied a short distance ontside of
Corinth, near some of the old works. McKean, with the two
@mall brigades of Crocker and McArthur, posted himself across
the Memphis Railway; the division of Davies df:'ployed on his
right, between this railway and that of Jackson i farther to the
right, Hamilton's division guarded the Purdy road i thefle three
divisions were drawn up in two cun·ed lines, the convexity of
which was turned toward the enemy. Stanley's troops were held
in n>serve. These dispositions had been made in haste, because
Van Dorn's alacrity had deceived the foresight of Rosecrans. He
had thought that his adven;ary would be obliged to cross Bridge
Creek undf:'r the guns of his works, in order to attack him from
the north-west; indeed, at the time of the siege in the month of
lIay, the forest swamps extending north-west of Corinth pre
~nted an insurmountable obstacle to combatants, but the heats
had since dried them up. It was only during the night that the
Federal general became aware that the Confederate outposts, by
following roads unknown to him, had avoided this dangerous
JXlS8, and that, masters of the Purdy road and the line of rail
way, they were already threatening to flank his right.

The troops commanded by Van Dorn were composed of the
two divisions of Maury and Hebert (the latter having replaced
Little, who was killed at Iuka), which formed Price's corps,
and Lovell's division, which alone represented the army of the
West in that expedition. This division led the march along a
road lying south of the Memphis Railway. At some distance
from Corinth, Price, who was following the same road, directed
his two divisions upon a cross-road on the left, deploying them
between the two railroads across thc Chewalla road; Maury, with
the two brigades of Moore and Phifer in line, and that of Cabell in
reserw, rested his right upon the Memphis Railroad. On his left,
H~hert, deploying the three brigades of Grecn, Gates and Mo
kn, the fourth being left in reserve under Colbert, was drawing
near the Jackson Railway; on the other side, Lovell had placed
his three brigades in line, under the command of Rust, Ville
pigue and Bowen; his left touched the track of the Memphis Rail
way, and on his extreme right he was covered by General Jack-
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Ron's cavalry. It was he who commenced the attack. The road
he followed was commanded by a height, upon which stood an old
redoubt. Oliver's brigade, which had been detached from Da\'ies'
division to act as the vanguard of the Federals, had taken p0sse&

sion of this work. It was at once vigorously attach>d. McAr
thur hastened with his brigade to its assiRtance, and made a pow
erful stand againRt the assaults of Lovell's whole di\'ision. Seeing
the actiou thus vigorously going on on the left, D<1vies made u
forward movement tn plaec himself on a line with McArthur,
and to occupy some old Confederate breastworks on his right; he
even placed in Lattery several twenty pounders he had brought
with him. At this moment Hebert's division emerged upon the
skirts of the abatis surrounding the works. It was half-past ten
o'eloek. A fierc'C musketry fire was kept up on both sides at a
disuUlL'C of eighty metres; the Confederates, however, were su
perior in numbers, for Maury's division counted five thousand
men, with twenty field-pieccs, whilst Davies, deprived of Oliver's
Lril"rade, which was fighting on the left, could scarc'Cly put three
thousand men in line. They had the same advantage 011 the left,
where the two brigades unller McArthur and Oliver were con
tending with Lo\'ell's whole division, numbering more than six
thousand men. The latter sUL'CCCded at last in carrying the re
doubt occupied by it.'l adversaries. Oliver and McArthur were
compelled to fall back with a loss of two guns, thus uncovering
Davies' left flank; Moore's brigade of Maury's division imme
diately took advantage of this circumstance, and, throwing itself
into the interval thus opened, forced the whole Federal line to
abandon the positions it occupied, with two of the twenty pound
ers that defended them. In the mcan while, the extreme Federal
left, formed by Crocker's brigade, was holding Jackson's cavalrr
in check, while on the right Hamilton's division was exehunging
t'hots with Hebert's soldiers, who were massed in the wOQ(lt'. Van
Dorn had, in fact, ordered this general to keep out of sight lIS

much as pos..,ible, so 8.'; to allow the Federals to concentrate their
l·fforts between Lovell and Maury, and to fall afterward upon
their uncovered right flank; he was in hopes that through the
stnmgth of this division, which numbered more than seven thou
sand men, and by the forest which masked his movements, and
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the absence of fortifications on that side, he would be able to
break the enemy's line and penetrate into Corinth at the same
time.

After their first check the Federals formed again in front. of
the second line of works. Davies occupied the positions he had
left in the morning; Stanley's division was in the rear, a little to
the right, so as to support him; Hamilton, executing a conversion
by the left through the forest, was to place himself upon the left
flank of the Confederates in the woods facing west. Toward two
o'clock, Van Dorn's troops, having finaIly recovered from the oon
iusioll that alwaYil follows even the most successful attacks in a
country that is so much broken, appeared in sight; Loven re
newed the fight against McArthur and Oliver; Hebert, in accord
ance with Van Dorn's instructions, joined Maury in his efforts to
crush the Federals in the vicinity of the Jackson Railroad. Ham
ilton, who was at the extreme end of Rosccrans' line, was masked
by the woods, where he was endeavoring to change position, and
the whole weight of the charge of the Confederates fell upon Da
vies' di\;sion; its two brigade generals, Hackelmann and Ogles
by, were struck down, one killed, the other severely wounded;
it was losing ground. Stanley arrived in time to check its retrcat,
but the Confederates had still the advantage of numbers. Hamil
ton, delayed by the thickness of the wood, could not so soon
complete his flank movement as to participate in the struggle.
Although closely pressed, Stanley and Davies succeeded, never
theless, in maintaining their positions until about six o'clock,
when night put an end to the struggle.

The Confederates were victorious on this first day of the con
flict, but Van Dorn was too hasty in announcing that he should
be in Corinth the next day. In fact, his success had been dearly
purchased; he had engaged nearly all his troops, and had not yet
l'ffiched the, principal defences of the enemy; he hacl, moreover,
indicated to the latter on which sicle his defence!' requirecl to be
multiplied, and allowed him the whole night to do this. Rose
crans made good use of this time. Before daybreak the fugi
tive negroes then in Corinth had thrown up a new redoubt on
the Bolivar road, which was called Fort Richarclson; in short,
the forest roads along the whole line were obstructed by brcast-
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works roughly built with stumps of fallen trees. The redouhts
were well supplied with cannon and foot-soldiers, and the whole
front of the Federal army carefully rec'(ll1structed. Hamilton
still occupied the extreme right, bnt had been brou/;ht tD the
rear and was facing north, resting his left upon Fort Powell.
Beyond this fort was Davies, whose line, eontracted on account
of the losses of the preceding day, did not extend beyond the
Jaekson Railroad, having the new Richardson redoubt in its cen
tre. Farther to the left, Stanley had eome to fill the space com
prise<l lx-tween the two lines of railway, and had bivouacked in
front of Forts Robinett and Williams. The latter fort, situated a
little t<l the left and in the rear of the other, commanded it and
all the approaches; it had eonsequently been armed with heavy
thirty pounders. The extreme left was formed by McKean, whose
lines extended over the college hills t<l the south-west of Corinth.

Van Dorn had not been less active during this night. His
troops had taken poRition, so as to eommence a decisive attack at
daybreak; the signal for this attack was to come from the left.
Price had placl.>d all his artillery in battery on the west bank of
Bridge Creek, so as to take Davies' line obliquely, and throw
shells into the midst of the Federal reserves. At daybreak, while
the cannon was opening fire, the whole of H~bert's division was
t<l attack the Federal right and try to flank it by massing beyond
the Jackson Railroad. Maury and Lovell were to support this
attack by occupying the enemy, without seeking, howcver, to carry
his works in front. But, as soon lIB H~bert should have pene
trated the enemy's line, Lovell WlIB in turn to attack the other
extremity, surround the heights upon which the eollege stands,
and enter Corinth by the south-west, taking advantage of the
woods with which the flat lands lying at the foot of tho.."C hills
are eo\·cred. III the mean time, the cavalry was to destroy the
railway tracks, by which reinforcements might be brought to
Rosecrans, holding itself ready to harass his retreat ill ease he
should be driven from his positions. This plan, too complirated,
likc that of Grant's at Iuka, WlIB but imperfectly carried out.

At the first ~treaks of light, Price's artillery, placed in the posi
tions designated, gave the signal by eovering the Federal ramps
with its projectiles; these even reached the hOlL"es in Corinth,
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spreading consternation among the inhabitants. The heavy guns
of }<'ort 'Villiams, however, soon found the range of the Cunf't-·d
erate batteriffi, and aftcr a few t>hots the latter were compelled to
retire, leaving one gun upon the ground.

Meanwhile, the Confederate left, which was to have commenced
the attack, had not stirred; Van Dorn listened in vain; the sound
of musketry, which amid the roar of cannon, frequently harm
less. is always an indication of serious fighting, was not heard.
Officers who had beP.n sent to the left were unable to find General
Hfbert. The latter at last presented himself at headquarters in
person toward eight o'clock, to aimounce that he was sick, and
had made none of the dispositions ordered. His command was
naturally taken from him, but this just punishment could not
compensate for lost time. Price's batteries had been sileneed
along the whole line; the firing of sharpshooters- had assumed
the proportiolls of a regular combat, and the battle, thus brought
on, rendered the precise execution of the plan conceh·cd by Van
Dom extremely difficult. Finally, at half-past nine o'clock,
Hebert'" division, led by Green, advanced en masse against Da
vies. After crOBBing the track of the Jackson Railway it fol
lowed the Bulivar road; this road ascendcd a gentle acclivity, in
the centre of a large clearing, until it reached the summit, which
WlL'! crowned by the new Richardson reduubt. Thc compact Con
federate column debouched into this clearing, where it was at once
received by a murderolL'; fire of shrapnels and musketry. Noth
ing, however, could stop it. Green deployed his division; his
left, formed by McLean's brigade, engaged a portion of Hamil
ton's division in front of Fort Powell; in the centre Gates
marched directly againt>t the Richardson redoubt. Cabell's bri
gade, detached from Maury's divit>ion, supported this attack, while
Green's old brigade followed the railroad on the right, and Col
bert's, at the extreme left, placed itself en potence to prevent
Hamilton from striking the Confederate line obliquely. The
a......-ault of Gates was terrible. His gallant soldiers did not
allow themselves to be intimidated by the shower of balls that
mined upon the:l1; while this fatal slope was strewll with the
dead and woundel], the survivors reached the parapet of the work,
and surrounded the ::;UllS which were firing into their ranks at
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point-blank range. Davie.,;' soldiel'8, exhausted by the conflict of
the previous day, could not withstand them. In vain did the
brave Captain Richardson, in the redoubt to which he has given
his name, suffer himself to be killed by the side of the guns
which he would not desert. Rosecrans, who had placed himself
in the midst of the combatants, was carried away by the fugi
tives, whom he succeeded in rallying only in front of the first
houses of Corinth.

Although greatly reduced, the heads of Gates' column reached
the town itself; the weak breastworks whieh covered its approache8,
filled with a disorderly crowd, did not stop them for an instant.
Fighting went on in the strl'ets, and some of the assailants even
pushed as far as the headquarters of Rosecrans. Confusion was
at its height among the Federals; but the success of the Confed
erates was compromised by the very impetuosity of their charge.
Those who had penetrated into Corinth were isolated and few in
number. The remainder of Gates' brigade occupied Battery
Richardson; McLean was still in Fort Powell, of which he had
easily taken possession after Davies' check. Rosecrans was eWT)'

where, rallying and encouraging his soldiers; the Tenth Ohio,
the Fifth Minnesota and a battery of artillery formed again at the
sound of his voice, and the enemy was finally driven out of Cor
inth. At the same time, Hamilton, who had not been seriously
engaged, made an offensive return against the Confederate left,
and Sullimn's brigade recaptured the Powell redonbt. The
soldiers of Davies, following this example, returned to the charge,
and again took possession of Fort Richardson. Cabell hastened
in vain to the assistance of Gates' brigade, now reduced to a
handful of men; he only reached the parapet of the work to be
repuh;ed from it with cruel losses. In the centre, between the
t\VO lines of railway, the combat had not been less despernte.
The re\'crse of Davies had uncovered Stanley's right; Maury's
Confedemte di\'ision took advantage of this to eapture all the
breastworks the latter had occnpied. Some soldiers of ~Ioon."s

brigade even passed through his line and entered Corinth by the
Chewalla road. But all Maury's efforts failed against the posi
tion erowned by the two redoubts, 'Williams and Robinett. The
latter, howe\'el', which was the most exposed, came near falling
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into his hands. A Texan regiment had reached the counterscarp;
these hardy soldiers descended into the ditch, scaled the opposite
side, and were already forcing their way through the embrasures,
led by the intrepid Colonel Rodgers, who was the first to spring
into the work, holding a revolver in one .hand and waving the
flag of his State with the other. But he fell pierced with balls;
the bravest among his followers shared his fate, and the others
were repulsed. The Federals joined the Confederates in paying
homage to this heroic man, and Rosecrans had the good taste to
mention his name in the order of the day to his army, eulogizing
him as highly as did Van Dorn in his own report. The unsuc
cessful as...qault upon Fort Robinett, together with the loss of Fort
Richardson by Gates' hrigade, determined the retreat of Price's
whole army. The latter had done all that its commanders could
exact of it; their honor was safe, but the army was beaten, and
the sense of defeat soon broke up all the rules of discipline.

Lovell, on the right, had confined himself to some demonstra
tions against McKean and the Federal works erected on College
Hill; but instead of the signal for which he was waiting to make
a serious attack, he received orders, at eleven o'clock in the morn
ing, to cover the precipitate retreat of the army. This bloody
and decisive battle had not h\..<;ted more than one hour and a half.
A mournful silence succeeded the tumult of the conflict. The
remnants of the Confooerate army rallied on the Chewalla road.
Villepigue's brigade, of Lovell's division, formed the rear-guard.
The Federals were scarcely in a condition to mole.'lt it, although
McPhel'8on had arrived at Corinth with one brigade just as the
battle was closing. Finding the Bolivar road, upon which he was
marching, occupied by the Confederates, he passed round their
left, and entered Corinth by the east. But with so few troops
he could not undertake the pursuit of the enemy; and Rosecraus,
halting his soldiers as soon as they had reached the outer works,
allowed them until the next day the re'lt which they so greatly
needed. A similar respite was even more nece588ry for Van Dorn's
army, for its defeat had been complete; according to Rosecrans'
report, it had left upon the field of battle one thousand four hun
dred and twenty-three killoo, and two thousand two hundred and
forty-eight prisoners, nearly all of whom wet:e wounded, fourteen
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stands of colors, two cannons and three thousand three hundred
muskets. The toull of its losses was about fonr thousand five
hundred men, four thousand of whom belonged to Price's corps.
This corps, which only numbered fourteen thousand men, had,
therefore, lost nearly oue-third of it'! effective foree on this fatal
day.* On the Federal side there were but three hundred and
fifteen killed, one thousand eight hundred and twelve wounde<l,
and two hundred and thirty-two prisoners.

The Confederate army bivouacked on the evening of the 4th
at Chewalla, where a portion of Price's corps arrived in great
disorder. Van Dorn had been obliged to fall back upon this town
in order to join the convoy he had left there. Although the road
was greatly exposed to attacks from the enemy; he was not mole.-;t
ed, as we have said; but on reaching Chewalla he received most
alarming news. Hurlbut, despatched by Grant, had left Bolivar
at an early hour that very morning with about four thousand
men, and a party of Confederate horse, under Colonel 'Virt
Adams, had met him in the evening not far from Pocahontas.
The Southern general had reason to suppose that the difficult
crossing of the Hatchie at Davies' Bridge would be warmly dis
puted. On the morning of the 5th the Confederatff' were on
the march, pushing forward with speed, in the hope of being still
able tu cross at that point in advanr.e of the main forees of the
enemy. Moore's brig:llle formed the vanguard, followe<l by the
remainder of Price's corps, which was fearfully reduee<1. Lovell
closed the march, ready to repel the attacks of Rosecrans, who
wuula soon appear upon the rear of the army.

The Tuscumbia Bridge was crossed and occupied in force.

* Tbe fiWlrea presented in Van Dorn's official report of the battle of Corinth
and the combat of Hatchie River are: five huudred and ninety-four killed, two
thousand one hundred and sixty·two wounded and two tholUlllnd one hundred
and two pri!lOners, making a totnl laMS of four thousand eight hundred and fifty·
eight men. While adopting these fi!l'urea in the mass, we may be allowed to

call into question the distinction made between tbe killed, wounded and pri:!On.
ers, inasmuch lI.8 the Confl'derates were uot able to take an exact account of
the men left on the field of battle, and it is more natural to rdy upon the report
of Rosecrans, who counted thl'm. The prisoners being nearly all wounded, the
latter may be rated at three thousand five hundred at the ll'llMt calculation, l'O

that the eatimate of one thousand four hundred killed cannot appear extraordi
nary when we consider tltat the battle was fought almost llluzzle to muzzle.
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Moore marched i; advance to reach the Hatchie, and had but
three hundred men with him when he reached Davies' Bridge.
This bridge was yet in possession of tne Confederate mvalry,
which since moming had been harassing the FederalA on their
onward march. But the latter already occupied a height called
Matamoras, which commanded the passage of the river. Moore,
who tried to capture it, was driven back in disorder.' Ord, leav
ing his troops on the road, hastened forward in person, and took
command of the Federals; placing hi/llSelf at the head of Hurl
but's troops, he drove the Confederates baek into the Hatchie;
they crossed this river with difficulty, leaving eight piCC{'8 of mn
non on the other side, and he took possession of the bridge, which
had not been destroyed. The remainder of :Maury's division,
which had just joined :Moore, disputed its p<>88cssion in vain.
Hurlbut, who had resumed the command, Ord having been
wounded, tried to turn this advantage to account, to gain ground,
and throw into the whole of the enemY'8 column the same dOOr
dpr as was in Maury's division; but he soon found himself oon
fronted by superior forces; Van Dorn had gathered all the men he
could find in a fighting oondition and concentrated them against
him. The position of the Confederate general was, in fact, so
critiml that he oould only escape from it by a desperate effort.
Arrested in his march to Davies' Bridge, he expected every mo
ment to hear Rosecrans' cannon thundering in his rear at Tus
cumbia Bridge. The only means left to extricate himself from
this blind alley was to ascend the course of the Hatchie until he
could find a crossing not under the control of the enemy. .As
soon as he learned that they were waiting for him at Davies'
Bridge, he ordered his train of wagons, ambulances and all non
combatants of his army to proceed in the direction of Crum's
Mill; but this long, heavy column could not reach the point desig
nated very speedily, for the crossing of the defile formed by t,he
causeway and bridges, amid the swamps adjoining the river,
would comlUme much time. In order tQ accomplish t.his move
ment, it was necessary to detain Hurlbut at Davies' Bridge, and
prevent him from ascending the left bank of the Hatchie to seize
Crum's :Mill, or from crossing to the right bank to menace the
road followed by the convoy toward Boneyu:rd. This was the
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most pressing, for Rosecrans' attack was as yet. but a remote periJ.
Consequently, after Price's two divisions hau become engaged,
Lovell was also sent with two brigades to continue the struggle
against Hurlbut. The four thousand soldiers of the latter were
naturally unable to break the lines of such numerous adversaries.
But these adversaries were not seeking to achieve a victory; as
soon as Van Dorn saw his convoy sufficiently advanced on the
road to Crum's Mill, he took back all the troops engaged in the
combat at Davies' Bridge; the Tuscuml>ia Bridge, which had heen
guarded by a single brigade during the entire day, was burnt by
Bowen on the evening of the 5th, just as the skirmishers of
Rosecrans were beginning to threaten it seriously; finally, on the
morning of the 6th, the Confederate rear was directed upon Rip
ley, after having crossed the Hatchie. It was time for it to place
this obstacle behind it, for Rosecrans was following in its tracks
as rapidly as possible, anxious to make up for the delay which
had caused him to miss the opportunity to strike his foe while in
a critical situation. After having deferred his movement till the
morning of the 5th, he had mistaken the road and looked for the
Confederates on that which runs to the north of the Memphis
Railway; hence an additional loss of time, which gave Van Dorn
a precious advance. The latter having fonnd leisure to destroy
Crum's Mill Bridge, the reconstruction of this large work was
difficult, and the Federals only reached Ripley on the 8th; Van
Dorn had passed through the day previous, and was henceforth
out of reach of their pursuit.

Rosecrans, by Grant's orders, brought back his troops to Cor
inth. Three weeks later he was called to supersede Buell in the
command of the army of the Cumberland. Vau Dorn, on the
contrary, severely censured by the Richmond government and
the Confederate press, was deprived of the chief command. He
retained the troops belonging to his immediate command, but
General Pemberton, who subsequently acquired snch unfortunate
eelebrity at Vicksburg, was placed over him. The campaign in
that quarter had ended to the advantage of the Federals; they
had obtained, not a doubtful success, as at Perryville, but a CODl

plete and decisive victory. Their military operations had been
skilfully conducted. Grant with his small army had defended a
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long and vulnerable line against an enterprising enemy; despite
50me imprudences, he had turned Price's movement abrainst Iuka
to good account. Rosecrans, through his persistency and the
courage of his soldiers, had at Corinth repelled the desperate
attacks of the whole Confederate army, and the opportune arrival
of Hurlbut on the Hatchie had completed their disaster.

The time was propitious for resuming the offensive, for over
throwing the new obstaoles raised by the Confederates on the
Mississippi, and reopening the navigation of that river by de
stroying Vicksburg and Fort Hudson. Such was, in fact, the
object which from that moment engrossed all Grant's thoughts.
But at that period Bragg occupied Kentucky, and the Federals
had not yet the means for attempting such an enterprise. In the
mean while, we must relate what had occurred on the right bank
of the Mississippi during the same time.

VOL. II.-27
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CHAPTER III.

PRAIRIE GROVE.

SINCE the battle of Pea Ridge, fought on the 7th and 8th of
March, 1862, the great events that have taken plaoo east of

the Mississippi have not allowed us to rnst a glance over that
immensc territory, ext~nding between the river and the Rocky
Mountains, where the belligerent armies were not proportionate in
numbers to the geographical extent of the country, but to the
small amount of population which occupies it. Let us return
for a while to these regions, not to relate in detail each of the
engagements which drenched that almost virgin soil in blood,
during the rema'nder of the year 1862, but in order to collect in
a single chapter all those minor military exploits which, to an
appearance, have scarcely any connection between them.

We left Curtis in possession of the battle-field of Pea Ridge
and the Ozark Mountains, whilst Van Dorn w.as bringing back
his vanquished army to the banks of the ArkansllS. Shortly after,
the latter descended the river with the largest portion of his
troops as far as the neighborhood of Little Rock, then proceeded
eastward, reached the Mi8Sissippi at Helena, crossed it, and, as
we have stated, joined the army of Beauregard at Corinth a few
days after the battle of Shiloh.

After his departure there remained but few regular troo~

of the Confederacy to defend ArkanSllS, but this State \VlIS suf
ficiently protected by its extent, and the necessity under \vhich
the Federals were placed, in their turn, of weakening themselves
on that side to concentrate all their forces around Corinth.

Curtis had followed the movements of his advel"8llT)' at a dis
tanec; quitting the high lands, the resources of which his armr
had exhausted, he had descended into the vast plains as soon as
he no longer feared to be attacked by the Confederate cavalry,

418
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which up to that time was vl18tly superior to his own. He had
about se\'en or eight thoueand men with him; ten regiments, or
nearly five thou88.nd men, had been called back from Pea Ridge
by Halleck, for the purpose of reinforcing the combined army, of
which he had assumed the command at Pittsburg Landing. Cur
tis could not penetrate any farther into a country infested by
guerillas without compromising his communications with Mia-:.
8Ouri, whence he derived all his supplies. He, therefore, marched
parallel to the frontier of this State, reaching, on the 6th of May,
Batesville, a large village situated on White River. This stream,
which takes its source in the Ozark Mountains and waters all the
northern section of the State, punmes at fi~t a south~terly

C01ll'8e as far as Jacksonport, where it receives·the waters of Big
Black River; thence it runs due south to ~mpty into the Arkan
sas at Wellington. The point of confluence of the latter river
with t.he Mississippi, opposite the village of Napoleon, lies only
a few kilometres lower down. Curtis hoped that Halleck's cam
paign against Beauregard would open a portion of this stream
and its tributaries to the Federal flotilla, and that some friendly
vessels would make their appearance in the waters of White
River. He would then have had a new base of operations, at
once shorter and surer; by resting upon this river he could have
reopened the campaign, penetrated into the interior of the State,
seized the capital, Little Rock, and in his turn opened the whole
course of the Arkansas to the Federal gunboats. He, therefore,
waited at Batesville for the issue of the siege of Corinth, subsist
ing with difficulty, because the terminus of the railroad through
which he obtained his supplies WIU! at Rolla, in Missouri, and
thence all the transportation was effected by means of wagons.

We have related how, on the 6th of June, after the capture of
Corinth, the naval battle at Memphis delivered to the Federals
the whole course of the Mi..~si88ippi as far as Vicksburg. A few
days after, several Federal gun-boats entered the Arkansas and
prooeeded up White River. Curti~, on being apprised of their
movement, started on the 25th of June for Jacksonport to meet
them. The waters in the river were so low that it would be im
possible for the vessels to proceed beyond this town. Curtis
reached the place on the same day with his vanguard, where he
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joined General Washburne, who had arrived with a regiment of
cavalry from Springfield, in Missouri, without having enoouu
tered a single enemy. But the gun-boats failed to make their
apprn.ranee. As we have said in a previous chapter, they bad
foulld the Confederntes entrenched inside of strong batteries near
St. Charles, one hundred and thirty kilometres above the mouth
of White River. These works had been carried by troops that
were landed i but the flotilla had suffered 110 much as to be unable
to proceed farther up the river, the navigation of which was, be
sides, becoming more and more difficult. At the news of this
check, Curtis started again to join the gun-boats below, in hope!
of being able to ass,ist them in surmounting the obstacles that had
impeded their progress, and to undertake with them an offensive
campaign agaiust Little Rock. But the country through which
he had to pass offered the greatest difficulties to the march of an
anny i it was a low, swampy region, intersected by canals or
bayous, surrounded by impracticable marshes, poor in resources,
and inhabited by a white population extremely hostile to the
Federals. Afrer crossing Big Black River by means of pontons,
he proc'Ct'<led along the left bank of White River as far as Au
gusta; then, bearing to the east, he reached a long water-rourse
running parallel to this stream, called the Bayou CacM (Hidden
Channel), in consequence, no doubt, of t.he forests and swamps
which defend its approaches. On the 7th of July his vanguard
had a spiritecl 8kirmish on the borders of this bayou with a bri
gade of Texan cavalry, which sought in vain to dispute its pas
sage with him. The flotilla he was thus endeavoring to join was
accompanied by a brigade of infantry from Indiana. These troop"
had not remained idle; but being ignorant of his approach, they
wasted their time in fruitlesfl demonstrations in the direction of
Little Rock, pushing as far as Grand Prairie, where on the 6th of
July they encountered some hostile parties. Finally" unable to
procure any news, in conRe<Juence of the hostility of the inhabitant,q,
amI finding the water in White River constantly falling, the ex
pedition of which they formed a part again descendecl tpe river 88

far as Clarendon. It wa.~ precisely toward this point that Curtis
was marching. Chance thus seemecl to facilitate the junction of
the two expeditions, but Curtis' march was retarded by the diffi-
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culties of the ground; and when he reached Clarendon on the 9th
of July, he was iuformed that the flotilla had left twenty-four
hours before. After so long and fatiguing a march, this was a
crnel disappointment; the junction he had been on the point of
effecting was thenceforth impossible. In coming so far to find
nothing but a deserted, arid shore, he had lost, without any oom
pemmtion, all the advantages of the position he had occupied
either at Pea Ridge in the west, or at Batesville in the centre of
the State. Meanwhile, he could neither retrace his steps through
Ii country destitute of resources, nor remain on the borders of
White River without food, without ammunition, without the
means of communicating with an)' base of operations. There
was but one course for him to pursue, and that was to gain the
waters of the Mississippi as quickly as possible; so that he was
compelled to take up his line of march again with his worn-out·
soldiers toward the east.

In proportion as one approaches the great river, the country
becomes more humid and broken. An almost tropical vegetation
transforms every marshy stream into an impenetrable copse. It
was, however, nece8sary to push on at all hazards, and not to
suffer himself to be delayed either by the enemy or by nature.
Washburne, with all the cavalry, numbering two thousand five
hundred horses, accompanied by five howitzers, cleared the road,
aud traversed the distance of one hundred kilometres intervening
between Clarendon and Helena in twenty-four hours. Curtis,
following him by long marches, reached the latter point on the
13th of July. He there found the provisions he so greatly needed;
but fastened to the banks of the Mississippi, and separated from
the Arkansas by the regions he had just traversed with so much
difficulty, he found himself utterly powerless, and during the
whole summer his troops, occupied in guarding posts along the
river, had no other duty to perform than to cover the extreme
right of the army, which was operating on the other side. He
had thus left the western counties of Arkansas and Missouri at
the mercy of all the small bands which his presence had hitherto
heH in check j and this long march, justified in some degree by
the military events of which the valley of the Mis.'!issippi was
the theatre, actually involved the abandonment of those vast
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regions over which the Federal government had establi£.hed its
authority during the last years which preceded the civil war.

At the !'Rme period, the volunteers, raised in Northern Missouri
and the young States of Iowa and Minnesota, had been mustered
into the ranks of Halleck's and Pope's armies to the last man i
their departnre had left the frontier, constantly menaced by in
digenous tribes, almost unprotected. We must therefore inter
nlpt our narrative for an instant in order to show how, by the
side of the great conflagration which the civil war had kindled all
over the Union, the Indian war was perpetuated like a slow-burn
ing fire, occasionally mingling with the general struggle, without,
however, becoming confounded with it. The State of Calitornia
and the neighboring territories situated on the Pacific basin bad
furnished the Federal armies with a large number of gallant vol
unteers, but their geographiml position kept them remote from the
Beene of war. The Confederates had been unable to extend the
theatre of hostilities to the western slope of the Rocky Mountains.
The centre of the continent was occupied by those Indian tribes
with whom the regular army was still at war in 1861; and if
their number was greatly reduced, the experience they had ac
quired during their incessant conflicts partly compensated for this
decrease. The civil war, which was absorbing the attention of
their eternal enemies, afforded them an opportunity, not for re
conquering the territory they had lost, but at least for satis(ving
their thirst for revenge, increasing the number of scalps suspended
in their tents, and massacring the wives and children of the set
tlers who occupied the hunting-ground'J of their fathers. They
consequently ranged themselves with almost perfect indifference
under the flag of either of the parties contending for the suprem
acy of the continent, merely taking care to be on the sid!.' of the
stronger, in order to be surer of shedding the blood of the whites.
Vole have seen their warriors fighting desperately at the battle of
Pea Ridge. But the fable of the horse seeking to wreak his ,"en
geance upon the stag is co~stantly being verified, and the S8\-age

always ends by becoming the slave and victim of the civilization
in the struggles of which he has sought to mingle.

The Americans, in fact, were not slow to understand the ad
vantage to themselves in employing the Indians against each
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other; those who had enlisted in the Federal army, organized
into three regiment'! of cavalry under white officers, and brought
under perfect military discipline, were sent to the extreme frontier
to fight the independent tribes, to whom the departure of Curtis
had imparted fresh audacity. This frontier was designated by
several posts, which before the war had served as provision d~pOts

to the wagon-trains going west. All those situated south of
Kansas had been abandoned by the Federals. Separated from
each other by great intervals, they were placed en echekJn through
the vast region then called Indian Territory, and divided among
several tribes, the most powerful of which were the Creeks and
Cherokees. The lattRr, which had furnished a large contingent
to the Confederate armies of Arkansas, had to some extent
experienced the influence of civilization; but this very in
fluence had enfeebled it. Several Cherokee villages, surrounded
by cultivated lands, rose in the rich prairie extending from the
Pea Ridge Mountains to the borders of the Neosho, and the prin
cipal chief of the tribe, who had assumed the name of John Ross,
resided in a beautiful viIJa at Park Hill, on the road to Fayette
ville. The wpitsl of the tribe, a small village called Tah-Ie
Quah, although it had been but a few years in exi8tence, was
already suffering from the effCL't8 of this premature decay, which,
like an incurable decline, everywhere attacks the products of an
artificial civilization, and these red.'lkins, having acquired seden
tary habits, were no longer able to defend themselves against their
brethren who had remained in their nomadic state. The latter
were very numerous along the borders of the Arkansas River.
Southern emissaries had stimulated their warlike ardor, and they
found effective support in a new fort, constructed by the Confed
erates since the beginning of the war, on the southern bank of the
Arkansas, opposite its confluence with the Verdigris River and
the Neosho or Grand River; this work was called Fort Davis.
The village of Gibson, encircling an old fort of the same name,
and situated at a short distance on the Neosho, soon bewme the
base of operations of a small army of redskins. This force,
under the dirCL>tion of white officers, undertook to conquer the
whole Indian Territory, even threatening to invade the western
counties of Arkansas and Missouri. Three regiments of Indian
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cavalry in the Federal service were stationed in these counties,
where they alone protected the Union flag, since the regular ar
mies of both parties had pas...qed beyond the western boundary of
the vast horizon which is visible from the summit of the Pea
Ridge hills. Colonel Philipps, with twelve hundred mounted
men and two field-pieces, was detached from this force to attack
and disperse the Indians of the other party, assembled near the
Neosho. These Indians also consisted of' three mounted regi
ments, under Colonel Taylor. They occupied, conjointly with 11

white company, the village of Gibsou aud a post called Creek
Agency, on the Verdigris River. Philipps diyilltid his forces into
two columns, hoping thus to surprise the enemy in the village.
Major Forman was ordered to cross the Neosho and desoond the
right bank of the river, with six hundred men and two guns,
whilst Philipps proceeded with the remainder of his forces to
ward Gibson through Park Hill and Tah-Ie-Quah.

The attack was fixed for the morning of July 24th. Taylor,
having been appri.'*ld in time, tried to prevent it. On the 28th
hc sent three hundred and fifty mounted men to meet Forman,
who succeeded in delaying his march. In the mean while, he
proceeded to meet Philipps with seven or eight hundred men.
On the 28th, toward two o'clock in the afternoon, he suddenly
attacked this vanguard with three hundred meu between Gibson
and Tah-Ie-Quah, and routed them. But the Unionists fell back
upon the principal column, which had had time to deploy, dis
mount and oocupy a strong position along the edge of a wood.
Just as Taylor's Indians were advancing in perfect security, they
were received by a mnrderous fire; the Federals, uttering a savagr
yell, rushed upon them and drove them back in disorder. Their
chief, however, succeeded in rallying them upon a ridge com
manding the little valley of Bayou Barnard; but they did not
long defend this position; at the first fire they abandoned it and
dispersed. This double combat had cost them one hundred and
twenty-five men disabled. The dend bodies of Taylor and two
Choctaw captains were found near Bayou Barnard. Philipps,
crossing the Neosho, rejoined Forman, bu.t was nnable to cut off
the retreat of the enemy's detachment which had been sent
against the latter, and which sucCeeded in making its way to the
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south of the Arkansa.O!. The small ,Federal troop was in posses
sion of the entire left bank of this river; it occupied Gibson;
then, satisfied with its success, and fearing to compromise it, it
proceeded up the Neosho to join the rest of the Indian brigade,
which was encamped upon the upper course of this river.

As we have just remarked, the departure of the volunteers who
had been rai..~ed on the frontier of the North-western States wa.'3
calculated to rouse the warlike and vindictive spirit of all the
Indian tribes, even including those who were out of reach of the
Confederate emissaries. The most powerful was the tribe of
Sionx, which still possesses a vast territory in the north-west of
the United States, although the inroads of the whites have
wrested from it the finest hunting-grounds of which it was in
peaceful possession fifty )'ears ago. O~e of the military posts
established for the protection of the conquests of civilization is
Fort Ridgely, situated on Minnesota River, a tributary of the
right bank of the Mis,'3issippi. Abo,-e the fort the Minnesota
receives the waters of Red Wood River, and farther on those of
Yellow Medicine Creek; on the borders of these two water
conrses there are Indian agencies of the Federal government. A
little below the fort there stood at that time the village of New
DIm. These establishments were a tempting prey for the Sioux,
who could not see without bitterness the prosperity of those set
tlers who had defrauded them. On the 19th of August the In
dian warriors surprised at once both the agencies, where they
massacred all the employ~, and the village of New Ulm, where
they ruthlessly put to death about one hundred women and chil
dren. Avoiding Fort Ridgely, they afterward retired to their
camps, not far from the YeHow Medicine.

The safety of all the settlers could only be assured by a speedy
punishment. Colonel Sibley was entrusted with this duty, with
detachments from the Third, Sixth and Seventh regiments of Min
nesota amI some militia, about a thousand men in all, and two
guns. On the 19th of September he proceeded from Fort Ridgely
against the Indians, who, to the number of more than eight hun
dred, had remained near the Yellow Medicine with their booty
and some prisoners. At the news of his approach the (~hief of
the tribe, called Little Crow, caUed a council of war, and proposed
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to attack the Federals in their camps at night. But his advice
(lid not prevail, and thp Sioux warriors decided that, to ",how their
couroge, they ought to fight the whitC8 openly in broad daylight.
Three hundred of them started on the 23d of September, divided
into two parties, so as to approach the enemy's camp on two
sides. They made a vigorous attack upon it, uttering savage
yells and firing with great rapidity. But the Federals, who kept
a good watch, quickly placed themselves in line to rereive them.
During two honrs the Indians tried in vain to break their rnnkB
in front, to turn their right flank, and at the same time to at
tack the rear of their camp; they were repulsed on every side;
the numerical superiority of the Federals was rendered still
more effective by the artillery. The Indians, who can display
great personal bravery when they believe themselves to be the
stronger, are easily discouraged. As soon as they found that their
attack was of no avail they retired, leaving about twenty dead
behind them, and the remainder of the tribe, declining to fight
any longer, desired to treat. This success, which restored security
to the frontier of Minnesota, cost the Federals some forty men
disabled.

But the march of Curtis eastward had not only exposed the
Indian Territory to incursions of tribes hostile to the Federals;
it was attended by much more serious consequences, of which the
Confederates were not slow to avail themselves-the exposure of
Missouri herself. Since the battle of Belmont this State had not
been the scene of any important military operation. The evacu
ation of Columhus and Island No. 10 on one side, and the battIe
of Pea Ridge on the other, no longer allowed the Confederates to
maintain any regular forces there. But civil war was a sponta
neous growth of the soil of this State. For many )"ea1'8 the two
parties had l.'Onverted it into a political battle-field, and the entire
population, extremely divided in opinion, was disposed to come
to blows on all oeca.sions, raising the antagonistic flags, not in a
town or county as against another town and another county, but
in the same city, in the same village, under the same roof. In
the midst of such a community we can easily concei,"e how dif
ficult and dangerous must have been the organization of militia;
to enrol and equip such troops was to give organization and arms
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to parties always ready for a fight; consequently, in the begin
ning of 1862, this force only existed upon paper. Fortunately,
thc ta...,k of bringing it into existence was entrusted to an officer
\\"ho was at once energetic, intelligent, full of good sense, and a
stranger to politiml passions-General Schofield. He saw that
it was necessary before everything to enrol only men dm·oted to
the cause they were to serve, and that by the regular application
of the conscription law he would be in danger of recruiting as
many traitors and desertel'll as loyal soldiers.

By the month of April he had organized a small army of four
teen thousand men, to which was confided the exclusive duty of
occupying Missouri, the Federal troops lately stationed in that
State having been Rent to Pitt'lburg Landing immediately after
the battle of Shiloh. His army, which in the month of June
had reached the figure of seventeen thousand men, was scattered
over the immense surface of the State, and was scarcely sufficient
for maintenance of public order. This task became still more
difficult when the march of Curtis left the southern frontier un
protected, and Missouri was open to the incursioIlR of the Con
federates, who were masters of Arkansas.

Instead of sending columns of troops, whose approach could
ha,oe been signalled from afar, the Confederate generals adopted a
much more skilful plan. They furloughed a few Missouri regi
ments, sending both soldiers and officers to their homes in citi
zens' clothes, with direction8 to canvass for recruits and organize
small bands everywhere. These bands, coming together at a
given signal, were to constitute, in the very lleart of the State, a
fo~ capable of surprising arid destroying the militia enrolled
under the :Wederal flag. They soon attacked the posts occupiCfl
by these troops; sometimes victorious, often repulsed, they never
theless succeeded in procuring arms and coming together. Scho
field spared no effort to put them down; a new appeal was made
to the militia; some responded ~crerly; others, on the contrary;
thought the occasion favorable for joining the Confederate stand
ard; an extraordinary tax WllS imposed upon the city of St.
UJuis; requisitions were made upon counties where the civil war
was raging as 11 substitute for the contingent, which could not be
expected from them. Owing to these mCllSures, Schofield was
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enabled to orianize his army, and soon found himself in condi
tion to take the field. The northern part of the State, situated
on the left side of the Missouri, was subjected to fire and the
sword in the latter half of July. ]'ive thousand partisans, under
Porter, Poindexter and Cobb, were ravaging the whole of that
region. Colonel Merrill was sent to fight them, and he displayed
in that difficult conjuncture those rare qualities which subsequently
established his reputation as a cavalry officer. C-olonel McNeil,
one of Merrill's lieutenants, after chasing Porter's troops for twelve
successive days, overtook them at last at Kirksville, in Adair
county. Although the Confederates were three thousand strong,
and McNeil had only one thousand horse, the victory' rested with
him. Porter's band WWl almost annihilated; Poindexter, who
was farther west, endeavored to join him, or at least to rally the
remnant of his command, but was unable to cross the Chariton
River, and the Missouri militia chased him with that sanguinary
ardor whit'h animates combatants in all civil wars. McNeil
himself, far from restraining them, set an example of cruelty by
odious executions, the report of which even reached Europe.
The day after the combat of Kirksville he allowed a C-onfederate
officer, Colonel McCullogh, to be put to death in cold blood; a
few days after, August 15th, he caused ten prisonenl to be shot. at
Palmyra, whom he had selected as hostages to secure the liber
ation of one of his spies arrested by the enemy. Poindexter's
troops, thus tracked and caught between two fires, dispersed to
ward the middle of August. All the crossings of the Missouri
were occupied; armed hoots kept watch over the river; scarcely
any of those who had taken up arms were able to cross it, to join
the Confederate forces in the South. Some hid themselves; others,
formed into small bands, long continued to wage a partisan war,
which finally degenerated into mere brutal brigandage.

The right bank of the Missouri had also been the scene of
blood, but on that side the war had assumed a more regular cha
racter. At the first. rumor of an outbreak in Northern Missouri
the bands which were being organized in the South rallied around
one Hughes, in order to put themselves in communication with
those of the North across the river. On the 11th of August,
Hughes, with about one thousand combatants, surprised the gaJ'o
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rison of Independence, a small town situated near its borders, and
commanding its crossing; those of the Federals who were en
camped outside of the town fled without offering any rC8istance ;
the others defended themselves bravely, but in vain, both in the
streets and in the houses; they were either captured or dispersed,
and Hughes remained master of Independence. This was a
position of great importance, and it was necessary to take advan
tage of this first success to secure others, which might have the
effect of rallying to the Confederate cause all the secret par
ti.'I3.ns who had not yet dared to declare themselves. A strong
reinforcement was alrp.ady on the road to joiu him. The Con
federate colonel Coffey had arrived from the interior of Arkansas
with fifteen hundred horse; he had bafBed the vigilance of the
Federal general Brown, who occupied Springfield, and was march
ing directly toward Independeuce, where he hoped to effect a
iunction with the Missourians, whose numbers had already been
increased. by the recent SUccelS just related. Schofield was anx
ious to unite all his forces to prevent this junction. Brown
despatched twelve hundred cavalry in pursuit of Coffey. General
Blunt, commanding in the west of Kansas, also detailed some
troops for the same object; finally, General Totten was ordered
to attack the troops of Hughe.~ at once. But this concentration,
prescribed to troops who had started from such remote points,
could not be effected in time. Totten's forces were divided; eight
hundred horse and two guns, commanded by Foster, were at Lex
ingtnn, on the Missouri, east of Independence. Colonel Warren
was with fifteen hundred men at Clinton, sonth-east of that town.
Both started for Independence, each taking a different route.
F~ter, who had the shorter journey to make, met the enemy at
the erlWrroads called Lone Jack on the 15th of August. Coffey
and HugheR were waiting for him at this point with their united
forces, amour,ting to four or fi ve thousand men. After a spirited
fight, Foster was beaten, lost some guns, and was driven toward
Lexington with heavy losses. This important place was in danger,
and it would seem that Coffey, being now free in his movements,
shonld have joined the bands which were waiting for him on the
left bank of the river, but the Federal forces coucentrated on his
rear alarmed him so much, that he suddenly turned back and re-
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entered Arkansas. Hughes and Quantroll, thus abandoned, ~w
their bands gradually dwindle away in small encounters, and by
the end of August the whole country was again pacified.

The Confederates, however, were fully rletermined not to )ea\"e
their adversaries in peaceful possession of Missouri. The un
protected frontier which had allowed them to penetrate into the
State was still open, and Bragg's successes in Kentucky during
the early part of September rendered this a propitious oppor
tunity for a new invasion. They made active preparations to
this effect. The forces of thc secessionists in Arkansas were
commanded by Hindman, a former member of Congres8. This
general, on the plea of military necessity, had arrogated to him
self exCt'SSive power in this State. Under the name of g(wernor
ad interim, his despotism, acrording to the statements of Confed
erate historians themselves, knew no bounds.* The crops were
carried off by his agents j his soldiers plundered with impunity;
the L'Onscription law was applied in all its rigor, and confirmed
by sanguinary executions. The whole of Arkansas was in a state
of consternation, and loudly complained of so onerous a protec
tion. This system, however, had enabled Hindman to as..-.emble
forty or fifty thousand men under his banners; these troops were
well provisioned, but destitute of arms, the Federal gun-boats
having seized on the Mississippi a large cargo intended for them.
They were of no use in Arkansas, where not a Federal soldier could
be found, and too numerous to be organized into a single army in
those regions, so poor in subsistence. General J. Johnston, who
had just been placed in command of the armies of the West,
added his earnest solicitations to those of General Ranrlolpb,
Secretary of War, to induce Mr. Davis to issue a formal order,
directing Hindman to send twenty thousand men to the other
side of the Mississippi to strengthen the army of Pemberton.
This timely reinforcement might have changed the whole course
of the war in the West j for, by preventing Bragg from weaken
ing himself for the benefit of the army of the Mississippi, as we
shall presently see, it would probably have enabled him to come
off victorious at the battle of Murfreesborough. But Mr. Da\·is
refused to issue an order which would have caused a great deal of

* See Pollard'8 LOI1l (hille, p. 354.
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dissatisfaction in Arkansas. General Randolph, to the misfortune
of the cause he had most zealolL'~ly served, retired from the cab
inet, and Hindman determined to employ the forces he could put
in motion for the invasion of Missouri.

He was master of that chain of hills called Ozark Mountains,
among which the battle of Pea Ridge had been fought, and which
seems destined at all times to playa decisive part in the cam
paigns of which Arkansl1ll is the theatre. Amid the vast plains
by which they are surrounded almost on every side, these hills
form a rocky mass, the more ea'lily defended because the commu
nications are always open, owing to the mail route which runs
along their base. They extend from north to south for a dis
tance of nearly one hundred and twenty kilometres in length,
from Cassville, in Missouri, to the viciDity of Evansville, a vil
la"ae situated thirty-five kilometres from Van Buren and the left
bank of the Arkansas i at this point they turn westward, and
nuder the name of Boston Mountains, which has already been
met with in our narrative, slope down to the plain in the Creek
Indian territory on the borders of the Neosho River. There are
three principal~ in the Ozark Mountains, leading from the
plains of White River on the east to the Neosho basin at the
west. The first, beginning at the north, is that of Elkhorn, or
Pea Ridge, on the road from H unt8ville to Bentonville, where
was fought the battle we have de.scribed elsewhere. The second
is near the large village of Fayetteville, situated in the very cen
tre of the chain i this is the most important of the three, for no
less than six roads start from Fayetteville, running severally in
the directions of Bentonville, Ma.ysville and the western frontier,
Cane Hill, Van Buren, Ozark and Huntsville. The third is a
defile in the Boston Mountains which crosses the road from Van
Buren to Cane Hill.

Hindman had divided his forces i Rains, with six thousand
infantry, occupied the heights and encamped in the neighborhood
of Pea Ridge; Cooper, with seven thousand horse and some artil
lery, had advanced into the valley of Neosho as far I1Il Newtonia,
thereby menacing from the west the Unionists who were stationed
at Springfield, whilst a body of four thoD.'l8nd men, massed on
the left bank of White River, seemed to be preparing to invade
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Missouri and march upon Rolla, the most important of the Fed
eral d~pt>ts; a considerable number of recruits were also assem
bled at Little Rock.

Schofield resolved to attack the enemy before he was in a con
dition to take the offensive. He had heen appointed, on the 26th
of September, to the command of the army of the frontier, con
sisting of all the available forces 800ttered through Missouri, aDd
of those of Blunt, stationed in Kansas; Curtis had supel'lleded
him in the territorial command of Missouri, transferring that of
the forces which had remained 8tationary at Helena for the last
two months, to Steele. On the 30th of September the army of
the frontier numbered a little over fifteen thousand men, more
than one-half of whom were mounted, with twenty or twenty
five guns. The larger portion of this army, comprising about
four thousand eight hundred infantry, five thousand six hundml
horse and sixteen guns, was at Springfield; tbree brigad~, nearly
all mounted, were at Sarcoxie, on the road to Newtonia, and Gen
eral Blunt had just arrived from Kansas with some reinforce
ments. Schofield took up his line of march for Sarcoxie with
six thousand men. He left five tbousand to guard Springfield
and bis long line of communication with St. Louis. After effect
ing a junction with Blunt and the tbree brigades which were
already at Sarcoxie, he was able to put about ten thousand men
in line. This was a smaller number than that of the enemy.
His undertaking, therefore, was difficult, commencing as it did
under unfavorable auspices. On the morning of the 30th, Solo
mon's brigade pushed a reconnaissance as far as Newtonia. His
vanguard had met the enemy in.force and was driven back. Sol
omon, having hastened to its assistance, found himself in front
of a large portion of Cooper's cavalry, which was waiting for him
in line of battle and on foot. After a lively engagement the
Federals were finally repulsed and driven back in disorder upon
Sarcoxie. Bell's brigade fortunately arrived toward evening, not
in time to succor them, but at least to cover their retreat. It was
nece...~ry to repair this check at once. On the 1st of October the
troops which had left Springfield, forming a division under General
Totten, joined those commanded by Blunt, and the whole of this
small army started for Newtonia. The Confederates did not wait
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for it. Rains, who was in the mountains, had been unable to
form a junction with Cooper, and the latter, finding himself iso
lated, retired with the utmost haste toward Bentol1ville. He was
hotly pursued; hut hill troops being all mounted, he was soon
beyond reach.

It was evident that the Confederates had not expected this
attack. Schofield, taking advantage of their surprise, sent for
General Herron, with all the available troop.'1 remaining at Spring
field, and taking the mail-road at Cassville proceeded toward
Pea Ridge to seize at once the already celebrated defile of Cross
Hollows. The Confederates did not venture to di;,pute it with
him, and separated. Leaving two or three thousand horse behind
him, so as to mask his movement, Rains had retired eastward
toward Huntsville with his infantry and artillery, while the rest
of the cavalry, under Cooper, procceded westward down the val
ley of the Neosho toward Maysville, with a view of menacing·
the communications and right flank of the Federals. Schofield
immediately started in pursuit of Rains with Herron's and Tot
ten's divisions, but was unable to overtake him; and finding
Huntsville deserted, he returned to the neighborhood of Pea
Ridge.

In the mean while, Blunt with two brigadp.s had followed
Cooper, who was moving rapidly in the direction of Maysville to
reach the Indian Territory. Continuing his route during the
whole nigllt, Blu.nt with his vanguard reached the outskirts of
this village on the 22d of October before daylight. The en
emy could not he very far; the Federal general determined at
all hazards that they Rhould not escape him, but did not wish
to come upon them before his troops had all arrived. With a .
view of ascertaining his exact position, he disguised himself as a
Confederate soldier, and entered into conversation with the in
habitants of the few houses in the vicinity of which Cooper had
halted, being well aware that the sight of a Federal uniform
would keep all mouths shut. Seven thousand of the enemy's
cavalry were encamped in a large prairie surrounded by woods,
in the vicinity of an old post called Fort Wayne, six kilometres
beyond Maysville. Blunt's cavalry consisted of four Kansas
regiments and two regiments of Cherokee Indians, accompanied

VOL.II.-28
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by two batteries, about four thousand men in all. But when day
broke, he had only a few hundred men around him; it was im
portant, however, to strike before h~ was discovered, and Blunt,
putting on a bold front, determined to make the attack. His
vanguard dismounted and commenced firing. Whilst the Con
federates, thus surprised, were endeavoring to understand the con
dition of affairs, the rest of the Union troops, who had come up
at a gallop from Maysville, arrived and deployed in the prairie.
The Federal guns threw a few sh~lls into their camps; then the
whole line advanced at once, overthrew them, scattered them, and
took the four gUDS they had brought with them. The Confeder
ates left but few dead behind them, for they had scarcely made
any resistance, .despite their numbe1"8, and the engagement only
cost the assailants three men disabled.

A few days after the encounter at Fort Wayne, a similar suc
cess, achieved on the other slope of the Ozark Mountains, clOlled
for a time the campaign, which had secured the possea;lion of this
chain to the Federals. After their departure from Huntsville,
the three thou.."lWd Confedernte horse, which had at first fol1owoo
Rains in his retreat, had once more drawn near the Ozark Moun
tains. Learning that they were encamped fifteen or twenty kilo
metres BOUth-east of Fayetteville, on the bordel"8 of White Rh-er,
Schofield determined to go in search of them. He detlpatclJed
Totten's division to this town, with directions to proceed beyood it
to attack the Confederates in froot, whilst Herron, at the head of
nine hundred horse, was to make a large circuit to the east to
cross White River and take them in rear. But the latter made
such a rapid night-march, that he found himself in the presence

. of the enemy at daybreak on the morning of OctOber 28th, before
the infantry had reached Fa)"etteville. Without waiting for it,
he attacked the Confederate romps, captured them, and routed
the whole of the enemy's cavalry. He then returned to Pea
Ridge by way of Fayetteville with Totten, whom he joined on
his way back.

Schofield's army, as we have said, was only sixteen thousand
strong; but by its discipline, its organization, its equipment, the
quality of its horses and riders, and, finally, the skill of its artil
lerists, it was in every respect, except in the matter of ouwben;,
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superior to that of the Confederates. Consequently, Hindman
did not for some time venture to dispute with it the possession of
the Ozark Mountains. Having control of these heights, Schofield
was able to cover Southern Missouri and menace the whole Ar
kansas valley. Scarcity of provisions in the midst of a country
already exhausted compelled him, during the month of Novem
ber, to bring back a portion of his forces toward the Missouri
frontier, but he left Blunt on the western slope of the Ozark
Mountains to guard the outlets of the roads leading into the val
leys of White River and the Arkansas through Fayetteville and
Cane Hill. On the 26th of November he learned that the en
emy had at last decided to resume the offensive. General Mar
maduke had arrived at Cane Hill with 'Seven or eight thousand
men; Hindman was no doubt preparing to follow him. It was
important to prevent their junction, and not allow them to obtain
supplies in the neighborhood of Cane Hill, one of the richest
,,,heat districts in all Arkansas.

Blunt started for Cane Hill with five thousand men, half of
whom were mounted, and thirty field-pieces. On the morning
of the 28th he found himself in presence of the enemy, whom he
attacked from the north side, where he was not expected, by
making a circuit around the woods. But he had withdrawn only
a portion of his cavalry and one field-battery, and he was obliged
to sustain an unequal struggle. The remainder of his force ar
rived at last. The Confederates were closely pressed, retired
slowly by the Van Buren road, defending themselves wherever
the ground offered the opportunity. In this way they reached
the ridge of the Boston Mountains, on the summit of which they
made a vigorous resistance. But the Second regiment of Kansaa
cavalry, having dismounted, rushed up to the assault of this p0

sition, carried it, and drove the enemy -UpOB the other slope of
the mountain. The combat W8.'! continued on that side. The
Confederates, having quickly rallied, stopped the advance of the
Federal column, which in this long marc~ had left a large num
ber of men behind, and the horses of which were beginning to
give onto Night overtook both parties on the borders of a stream
called Cove Creek, where the roads from Cane Hill and Fayette
ville to Van Buren unite to enter a narrow defile; and in this
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place, easy to defend, Marmaduke repulsed all the charges of tlJe
assailants, who vainly endeavored to capture his cannon.

Immediately after the battle he fell back 88 far as Lee's Creek,
near Van Buren, to wait for Hindman, whilst Blunt, satisfied
with his success, returned to Cane Hill. Schofield, who had
fallen ill, had entrusted him with the management of military
operations in Arkansas. The Federal army was then di¥ided
into two corp.'l, far distant from each other. Blunt, with the first
division, composed of three brigades and numbering about six or
seven thousand men, was at Cane Hill and the hamlet of Rhea's
Mills, situated on the Fayetteville road, twelve kilometres north
of Cane Hill. The three other divisions, comprising six thou
sand infantry, eight thousand horse and twenty guns, under Her
ron, were encamped in the vicinity of Wilson's Creek, in :Mis
souri; they were thus enabled to obtain their supplies more
readily, but were separated from Fayetteville by a distance of
one hundred and seventy-five kilometres.

On the 1st of December, Hindman, having hastened to Mar
maduke's relief, crossed the Arkansas with nine thousand infan
try and two thousand cavalry. These two generals, having joined
their forces twenty-five kilometres from Van Buren, found them
selves at the head of eighteen thousand men. This was more
than sufficient to crush Blunt's weak division before Herron
('.{mld come to his assistance. But Hindman, who had assumed
the chief command, wasted the valuable time. He no doubt be
lieved himself justified in despising his adversaries, whom, in a
proclamation addresfled to his soldiers, he had described as a
motley gathering of cowards and rascals.

Blunt, on being informed of this movement, felt the necessit)·
of defending the chain of the Ozark Mountains by covering the
Fayetteville and Cane Hill roads on the e:l.~tern slope of those
hills. He proceeded to this slope, pushing his outposts toward
Cove Creek, and on the 2d of December he telegraphed to Herron
an order to join him ,immediately. This general started with
all his troops on the morning of the 3d, and by forced marche1
reached Elkhorn Tavern 011 the 5th with his convoy. On the
same day, Hindman, having at last roused himself from his in
action, met Blunt's outposts, but without having any serious en-
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counter with them. On the 6th he again drove them back,
seized the junction of the Cane Hill and Fayetteville roads, where
the combat of November 28th had terminated, and advanced half
way in the direction of Cane Hill. He could thus march upon
either of these two points. But the slowness of his movements
bad given the Federals time to form a junction. On the evening
of the 6th, Herron's cavalry, under Colonel \Vickersham, rejoined
Blunt at the pass of the Boston Mountains, and his infantry, six
thousand strong, reached Fayetteville on the morning of the 7th.
Knowing the danger whieh threatened Blunt, he only allowed his
troops an hour's rest. He told his soldiers, who had marched
one hundred and seventy-five kilometres in four days, that they
had only one more march to make to meet the euemy; and,
forgetting their fatigues, they cheerfully resumed their move
ment. Herron took them upon the mail-road, whieh lends from
Fayetteville to Van Buren, by first skirting along the foot of
the bills, then by following the course of Cove Creek, which
they were to leave after a certain distance and take the Cane
Hill road on the right. He was fully convinced that Hind
man was on his way to meet him at that moment and by the same
rood. The Confederate general had left a few troops with a field
battery in a strong position on the Cane Hill road, at the culmi
nating point of the pass of the Boston Mountains, so as to mask
his movement imd detain Blunt; he had then taken the Fayette
ville road with the rest of his army, and was rapidly proceeding
towan! the north. He still hoped to be able thus to cut off
Blunt's retreat, or at least to crush Herron first, of whose arrival
ne had just ,been informed, and to return afterward against the for
mer. His cavalry occupied the road through which the two Union
~nerals had hitherto communimted; and, deceiving Blunt, he got
sufficiently the start of him to be able to fight Herron separately,
wh~ forces scarcely equalled one-fourth of his own. Toward
eight o'clock the vanguard of the latter, consisting of two regi
ments of cavalry, met Marmaduke at a distance of seven or eight
kilometres from Fayetteville, and was driven back in disorder
upon the second division. This division, commanded by Totten,
had been joined to the third, which Herron had brought over,
Blunt having retained the first with him, which he commanded
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before replacing Schofield. Totten's soldiers repulsed the charge
of the Confederate cavalry in their tum; and while still skinnish
ing with them, they reached the borders of Illinois Creek, where
Hindman, learning of the approach of the Federals, had taken
position with all his army. This stream waters the eastern ex
tremity of a' prairie which extends for a distance of about twelve
or fifteen kilometres from the little church of Prairie Grove on
the east, to the Rhea's Mills farm westward. This prairU, to use
the phraseology of the Far West, is a vast natural clearing, in
the midst of woods and thickets which cover all the surrounding
hills. The ground is rough and uneven, and in many places cul
tivation has superseded the tall grasses which formerly grew
there, whilst here and there may occasionally be seen an isolated
cluster of trees. The road from Fayetteville to Cane Hill passes
at Rhea's Mills; that from Van Buren Cl'088eS a ford on Illinois
Creek, near the church of Prairie Grove, and then graduallyas
cends a hill the summit of which is covered with woods, aft'ord
ing excellent means of defence.

When Herron discovered the Confederate army, the whole of
it was ranged along these positions; the unclouded SUD, which
even in winter, in the centre of the American continent, shines
brightly, lighted up the field of battle, enabling the Federals to
form a precise estimate of the enemy's strength. It was easy to
perceive that it was not an even game. Hindman had fourteen
or fifteen thousand men with him; the necessity of leaving de
tachments behind had, on the contrary, reduced Herron's force to
four thousand; nevertheless, no sooner had the third division
joined the second than he resolved to assume the offensive. It
was the only means of keeping Hindman in check and giving
Blunt time to come up. To &.ll back would have been to aban
don his entire convoy to the enemy, and to be crlL'lhed. Having
failed in his endeavors to force the passage of the ford, Herroo
cut his war through the woods which bordered Illinois Creek,
and sent a battery to Cl'088 the stream on that side. While thi.!
battery was occupying the attention of the enemy, the other three,
accompanied by three regiments of infantry, crossed the ford, and
at ten o'clock the whole Federal artillery opened fire upon the
Confederate positions. The remainder of Herron's small band
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e1"088ed TIlinois Creek and deployed in front of the enemy. The
latter, already decimated by the Federal cannon, massed his
forces on the right to cn1sh Herron's left. Then the Federal gen
eral aesignedto the Nineteenth Iowa and the Twentieth Wisconsin
the dangerous task of preventing the movement ,vhich thl't'atened
him, by carrying a battery that was preparing to support this
attack. The two regiml'ntB climbed the hiJJ upon the summit
of which the battery was posted ; they reached the Crl'8t in perfect
order, and swept everything before them; they captured the guns
and passoo beyond them; but the Confederates returned to the
charge with fresh troops, drove them back, recaptured the cannon
which the Federals had taken, and, chasing them down the slope,
charged upon the Union guns. These poured grape into their
midst, causing them to wavel'; they hesitated in their turn, halted
and finally fell back, leaving the ground strewn with the dead
and wounded. Despite this SUCCl'ssful resistance, the situation of
Herron was becoming very critical. Seeing his left menaced, he
sent for a brigade from the right, and hurled it against the enemy.
This attack was followed by the same rl'8ult as the preceding one.
The impetus of the Federals at first carried everything before
them, but they were soon driven to the foot of the hill by an
offensive return of the Confederates. The latter began at last to
feel conscious of their immense numerical superiorit}·. Herron
had pot all his men under fire, and was barely able to hold the
ground he occupied. It was but half-past two o'clock, and it
would be difficult for him to sustain the struggle alone until night.
He had received no message from Blunt, and nothing indicated
the approach of this longed-for reinforcement, wheo suddenly a
few cannon-ehotB were heard on the extreme right, and two or
three balls buried themselves in the earth in the midst of the
Federal skirmishers. At first this was mistaken for a new attack
in flank, but all doubtB were soon set at rest; it was Blunt's can
non announcing his arrival on the field of battle, This news,
circulated from mouth to mouth, revived the ardor of the Union
ists and restored their confidence.

Blunt had quickly discovered that the demonstrations of the
enemy along his front were but a feint, and at once guessed the
object of the march that Hindman had stolen upon him. . He
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immediately hastened to the assistance of his lieutenant, and seat
despatp,hes, which were intercepted by Confederate troopers. The
whole of his convoy had reached Rhea's Mills the previous da)" ;
he was therefore able to leave Cane Hill without being eneum
bered by any vehicle. Wickersham led the advanced guard of
the division; he was to take the direct road from Cane Hill to
Fayetteville, which connects with the post-road before reaching
Prairie Grove, and which would have brought him unexpeetedl.v
upon the rear of the enemy. But instead of remaining on this
road, the cavalry tumed to the left, into a cross-road leading to

Rhea's Mills. Afraid of dividing his forces at so critical a mo
ment, Blunt was obliged to follow. On reaching romp, where he
found his convoy, he heard the faint echoes of cannon resound
ing at the other extrC:'mity of the prairie; it was Herron fighting
at Prairie Grove. He started immediately with the cavalry and
two of his brig-dOes, lcaving Solomon's to guard the convoy, and
directed his course by thc noise of battle, which was oc'COmillg
more and more distinct.

His arrival, as we have said, could not have been more oppor
tune. At this moment the Confederates were massing their
forces upon their left for the purpose of flanking Herron's right
wing. In the midst of this manreuvre they encountered Blunt'~

heads of column, which were debouching upon their flank The
struggle began at first with cannon-shot; the infantry soon took
part in it. While the cavalry was covering his right, Blunt
pushed Weer's brigade into a wood, where the Confederates bad
been forming for the attack; they were dislodged from it, and
their movement arrested. Herron, disengaged, joined hiB line to

that of Blunt, and Dye's brigade, of the second division, repulsed
the encmy, who tried to penetrate between that brig-ade and tbe
third. Cannonading and musketry-fire continued until night,
without the Confederates resuming the attack, or making any
seriow; effort to drive their adversaries back upon Illinois Creek.

The losses of the Federals were considerable, amounting to one
thousand one hundred aud forty-eight men, of whom one hun
drecl and sixty-seven were killed, seven hundred and ninety-eight
wounded and one hundred and eighty-three prisoners; out of
this total, nille hundred and fifty-three beloDged to Herron's
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troops. Blunt., therefore, fully expected to be again attacked on
the following day by Hindman, who had still the advantage over
him in numbers. But the latter did not deem it expedient to re
new the struggle. He had lost two fine opportunities; first in
Dot fighting Blunt either on the 4th or 5th, when he had him
alone in front of him; secondly, in not taking the offensive
against Herron when he met him also alone on the borders of
IJJinois Creek. The better to conceal his retreat he had the
wheels of his gun-carriages covered, and asked for a conference
with the Federals during the night on pretence of burying the
deact On the morning of the 8th the Confederates had disap
peared, and were moving with great speed along the Van Buren
road. The Unionists were not in condition to pursue them; they
contented themselves with a dearly-bought victory, which, how
ever, secured them the possession of all the disputed territory
and put an end to the campaign.

After the battle of Prairie Grove all the army of the frontier
remained in the Ozark Mountains. It was no longer disturbed.
In order to secure himself against any new surprise, Blunt, on
the 28th of December, led in person an expedition of light troops
as far as the borders of the Arkansas. He took possession of
Van Buren without opposition, burnt several steamers, destroyed
the Confederate depl')ts, and then rejoined the main body of his
army, which had gone into winter quarters. The year 1862 was

thus closed west of the Mississippi with a success for the Fed
erals. Missouri was quiet, the most important section of Ar
kansas occupied in force, and the superiority of their army unques
tionably established in many severe conflicts.

The war of which those distant regions had been the theatre
pregented some peculiar characteristics which the reader has un
doubtedly notioed. Thus, for instance, the small armies that
dispnted the possession of the territory had generally a very
large proportion of artillery, five or six pieces for every thou
sand men, and the infantry was much les.~ numerous than the cav
alry. The latter was, in fact, mounted infhntry. Manreuvring at
times in bodies of five or six thousand horse, with several batteries
of light artillery, they performed enormous marches; then, dis
mounting, they began firing with rifles, and carried the enemy's

•
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positions by assault; after which, leaping again into the saddle,
they pursued them, revolver in hand. The infantry were only
there to support the cavalry at a distance, to fight pitched battles
when the opportunity offered, and to defend the numerous postll
which it was necesaary to occupy along the road. These foot
soldiers, however, marched much longer distances than those be
longing to the other Federal armies, in consequence, no doubt, of
their having been recruited among the pioneers of KanBDS and
Iowa, accustomed to long journeys acrol!8 the plains. These small
armies were obliged to exercise a great mobility, without which, in
so extensive a country, they would have been abRolutely powerlesll.
Consequently, they learned to subsist as much as possible upon
that country, however small its population.. From time to time
they required a certain quantity of supplies and a renewal of their
d6~ts. There was then sent to them a train of wagons resem
bling those which in times of peare crossed the Rocky Mountains,
and this train, to reach them, had to travel two or three hun
dred kilometres without an escort. Once revictualled, the army

• retained but 0. 8mall number of important posts along its route,
which, in case of danger, served as a shelter for future convoys.

The viciBBitudes of this war may appear very monotonous to
those whose observe them from a distance, but it inspired thOlle
who participated in it with wonderful zeal. They went into the
struggle with much stronger and more ardent feelings than the
combatants who took part in the E88tern campaigns. In uni
form they continued the mode of the life they had long led in
those Territories where the supremacy of the law was not ~
recognized. In short, the adventurous marches of those large
bodies of cavalry, the surprises by night, the combats alternately
on foot and on horseback, and the rapid runs across the prairie
after battle, presented in a dry, healthy climate a life fnll of
attraction to the rough soldiers of the far West.



BOOK V.-TENNESSEE.

CHAPTER 1.

OHIOKASA W BA YO U.

WE have just Been, west of the Mississippi, the Federals re
maining at the end of the year masters of the State of

Missouri and a portion of Arkansas. Their efforts to extend
their power farther south, on the very borders of the Mississippi,
and especially on the east bank, in the State which bears that name,
had not been 80 successful. These efforts, however, showed the way
they were determined to follow with the utmost perseverance.

Since the victory of Corinth, Grant's only thought was to open
communications with New Orleans by the river. He was well
aware of what importance the undisputed possession of the Mis
sissippi would be, but in the month of October, as we have before
said, he did not have the necessary forces to resume the offensive
again@t the troops of Van Dorn and Price, which had just been
united into a single army under the command of Lieutenant-
general Pemberton. .

The abandonment of Kentucky by the Confederates at the end
of October, and the new call for troops during the summer, placed
the means for reinforcing Grant at the disposal of the Federal
government. That general at once proposed a land expedition
against Vicksburg. His project was to follow the line of rail
way from Memphis to Grenada, and from Grenada to Jackson,
taking Memphis, on the Mississippi, as a base of operations. This
city wonld have been connected with the North by the railroad
which passes at Humboldt, striking again the great river at Co
lumbus. In order to defend this long railway track, all the sec
ondary lines would have been abandoned, 88 well as the stations

.43
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of Bolivar, Jackson in Tennessee, Iuka, and even the fortifim.
tions of Corinth, whose works would have been destroyed, and
the d~p6ts evacuated. Halleck did not approve of this plan,
which probably sacrificed too much to an uncertainty. Corinth
especially was a subject of great anxiety to the commander-in
chief of the Federal armies, the capture of this position being, in
fact, the only event of the war in which he had personally par
ticipated. Grant then resolved to advance gradually along the
Mississippi Central Railroad, as far as the forces at his diliposal
would permit him, by feeling his way and repairing the track
behind him.

Before we follow him in these operations, we must, in a few
words, describe the country where he and his lieutenants were
about to fight, which is comprised between Memphis, at the north,
the point of departure of the Federals, and Vicksburg, at the
south, the principal objective point of their campaign. This
country i.~ a vast rectangle, the west side of which is formed by
the Mississippi and the others by three railroads; at the north,
from Memphis to Corinth by way of Grand Junction; at the east,
the section of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad comprised between
Corinth and Meridian; at the south, the line from Vicksburg
to Meridian, which passes through Jackson. At the four aogles
are situated Memphis, Corinth, Meridian and Vicksburg. The
rectangle is divided in two throughout its length by the Missis
sippi Central Railroad, which runs parallel to the MiBBissippi
from Grand Junction to Jackson. Between the two extremities
of this line, and nearly in the centre of the rectangle, stands the
village of Grenada. From this point a line of railway which
terminates at Memphis starts diagonally in a north-westerly direc
tion. The largest portion of this country appertains to the Mis
sissippi basin, which receives the waters of Yazoo River above
Vicksburg and those of Big Black River above Grand Golf.
These two C'onsiderable rivers run from north-north-east to south
south-west at a short distance from each other. A third, Pearl
River,.after following a parallel direction as far l1ll Jackson, turns
directly south and empties in the Gulf of Mexico through JAke
Borgne, ncar New Orleans. Most of this region bears a resem
blance to the neighborhood of Corinth; it is a rolling country,
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covered with forests, interspersed with cotton plantations; its soil,
rich and moist, is irrigated by numerous water-rourses. But on
approaching the Mississippi the ground becomes more level, some
times gradually, and sometimes suduenly. In the northern soo
tion. the district comprised between the Yazoo and the great river
is flat, marshy and intersected by bayous, which flow slowly from
the rounded bed (dos d'dne) of the latter river; frequently flooded,
and covered with cypress thickets, the soil, wherever it ha.~ been
reclaimed, is of an exceptional fertility. Farther south the undu
lating ground ends in a series of abrupt slopes, which border the
left bank of the Yazoo, and f'tink at last in the waters of the
Mi.~issippi on the shores of Vicksburg.

On the 2d of November, Grant had put five divisions in mo
tion, which swelled the number of his active forces to more than
thirty thousand men.. Three of these divisions started from Boli
var, the other two came from Corinth, anu all proceeded toward
Grand Junction. On the 4th the Federal army occupied this
point, as well as Lagrange, while the cavalry was advancing to
ward the south. But the reinforcements, which had long been
expected, arrived slowly, and the political influences, which had
embarrassed military operations in Virginia, were beginning to
be felt in the remote regions where the modest and reticent Grant
was in command. His position was envied by many persons,
who, in order to prove their capacity, were busying themselves
in Washington in projecting expeditions more or less chimerical.
Honest Mr. Lincoln was always anxious to accommodate by his
tact both the jealousies of ambition and the most divergent plans
of campaign; this led to frequent conflicts of authority, especially
at that period, when no officer had as yet acquired a sufficiently
great reputation to be entrusted by the responsihle chief magil:!trate
of the republic with the supreme control of military aff.'lirs, with
which he was himself invested by the Constitution. Politicians,
collected at Washington, were too prone to believe that they could
divide the enemy'f't territory and arrange the plan of conqueriug
it,just as in former days they would have divided the civil offices
at their disposal among themseh·es. It wa.~ in this way that Mr.
Lincoln had almost promised an independent command to Gen
eral McClernand, his personal friend. Being unable to obtain
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Grant's place, McClernand had asked the President to redeem hie
pledge by placing him at the head of some expedition on the Mis
flissippi. Warned by the example of what had taken place a few
months before, Halleck opposed this fatal dismemberment of the
armies of the West, but only succeeded in obtaining a postpone
ment. The reinforcements intended for Grant, instead of reach
ing the quarters of that general, were assembled at Memphis for
the purpose of being formed at a moment's notice into a corps
independent of his authority, his own movement being even in
terrupted for a few days.

Finally, on the 12th of November, Grant was given permission,
to quote the words in Halleck's despatch, "to fight the enemy
wherever he should think proper," and he set off immediately.
His principal object was to attack Pemberton, who must have had
from thirty to forty thousand men under his command. He was
well aware, in fact, that so long as this army remained intact
he should not be able either to penetrate into the country, or
even to approach Vicksburg with the least chance of success. 1£
he advanced too far, he exposed his line of communications in his
rear; if he embarked his army to descend the Mississippi as far
as Vicksburg, he uncovered Memphis, Corinth and the whole of
Tennessee. It was nCCf'llSary, therefore, to find and fight Pem
berton. The latter had two lines of defence, formed by two
rivers, the Tallahatchie and the Yallabusha, which after their
junction take the name of Yawo, already familiar to us, both of
which cross the Mississippi Central Railroad between Grand
Junction and Grenada. Pemberton had fortified the banks of
the Tallahatchie, and was within reach of that stream with the
greater portion of his army.

Grant's army was divided into two separate commands; the
two divisions from Corinth were under Hamilton, the other three
divisions had been brought over from Boliver by McPherson.
The latter had occupied Lamar with ten thousand men since the
8th of November; on the 13th, his vanguard was at Holly
Springs, the first important station after Grand Junction. The
Federal cavalry, both numerous and active, extended far and
wide, and reached the banks of the Tallahatchie, toward which
Grant was leading all his force!:l. He had then seventy-two thou-
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!l8.Dd men under his command, but the necessity of occupying 8

large number of posts had reduced the number of troops he could
place in the field to forty-six thousand combatants. Of these, he
bad only thirty thousand with him. Sherman was ordered to
bring over sixteen thousand from Memphis, and this order was
the more pressing because these troops, if once engaged, could no
longer be called back to form part of McClernand's independent
corps, the formation of which was a constant threat suspended
o.er the head of Grant. The small army of Curtis, which we
It'ft at Helena, in Arkansas, on the borders of the Mississippi, in
the middle of July, also emerged from its inaction under the di
rection of Steele, its new commander. About seven thousand
men, nearly all cavalry, were trnnsported to Delta, on the other
bank of the river, and Generals Washburn and Hovey, who were
·in command, were ordered to destroy the railway track in the
rear of Pemberton, through which he obtained his supplies.

They took the field on the 20th of November." Crossing Cold
Water River, one of the natural canals which run into the Talla
hatchie from the MissiB.'lippi, they captured a Confederate camp,
and by a forced march reached, at Granger, the point of junction
or the two railroads from Memphis and from Grand Junction to
Grenada. After destroying the track as well as they could, they
pl'OCt'eded upward as far as Coffeeville, on the Mississippi Central
Railroad, returning to Delta about the 30th of November. They
had 'not irreparably damaged the lines of railway, but they had
threatened Pemberton's communications seriously enough to con
vince the latter of his inability to maintain himself on the Talis
hak'hie. By a combined mareh, Grant and Sherman had rcached
the borders of this river on the 29th of November, one in front
of Abbeville and the other at Wyatt, They had anticipated a
desperate conflict before this obstacle; the enemy's works had
even seemed so formidable that Grant, deeming it impossible to
carry them by main foree, was preparing to turn them, and had
already sent his cavalry acroB.'l the Tal1ahatchie on his extreme
left, when, on the morning of December 1st, Pemberton evacu
ated all his positions and retired toward Grenada. The Federals
PUl'l!ued his rear-guards as far as Oxford, halfway between Grnnd
Junction and Grenada; but being obliged to repair the railroad
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to procure their supplies, they were not able greatly to harass hie
march. However, while their infantry occupied Oxford on the
5th of December, their cavalry was already in the vicinity of
Coffeeville, thirty kilometres from Grenada; the largest portion
of Pemberton's army was massed in this position, behind the
Yallabusha, its front being covered by Lovell with two divisions
in advance of this river. That very day the approaches to Cof
feeville were the scene of a brisk encounter between these troops
and the division of Federal cavalry, which was pressing them too
closely. The cavalry was driven back upon its infantry reserve;,
but retired in good order, showing a resistance which elicited
commendations even from its adversaries, fighting alternately on
foot and ou horseback, and availing itself of all the advantagt'5
of ground to stop an enemy superior to it in numbers. The los..-.el

amounted to about one hundred men on each side. N otwith
standing this aggressive demonstration, it was evident that the
Confederates hatl no desire to dispute the right bank of the Yal
labusha with the Federals.

On reaching this river, the Federals would have fonnd them
selves only one hundred and sixty kilometres from Grand Junc
tion, and about five hundred kilometre!'! from Columbus, whence
they derived all their supplies; but notwithstanding the visit and
encouraging words of Mr. Jefferson Davis, it was not likely that
Pemberton would wait for them in positions poorly fortified and
too much extended, the Confederates having every intereSt in
weakening their adversaries by drawing them still farther into
the interior. Grant therefore concluded that he could not push
his land expedition beyond Grenada; indeed, at that period, it was
not considered possible to subsist an army of thjrty or forty thou
sand men solely upon the resources of a country so sparsely pe0

pled as the State of Mississippi, and to keep them in the field
even for a few days without having thpir communications witb
the base of operations perfectly secured.

Despairing to overtake Pemberton to inflict upon him a decisivl
defeat, Grant then fell back upon the plan of attacking Vick8burg
by the river, and on the 5th of December he made a proposition
to that effect to Halleck, the more earnestly, perhaps, bemuse he
dreadl.'d to see this expedition entrusted to McClernand, while he
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himself would be left powerless between the Tallahatchie and the
Yallabusha. His plan was approved on the 8th. Sherman, who
had already succeeded in inspiring confidence in two chiefs so en
tirely opposite in character as Halleck and Grant, was designated
to command the expedition. Returning to Memphis with the
two divisions he had brought over, he was to embark them at
that point, together with all the troops recently arrived from the
North, join Steele's division at Helena apd Delta, and, having
thus a...;sembled about forty thousand men, descend the river as
far as in front of Vicksburg under the escort of Commodore
Porter's flotilla.

Grant's instructions enjoined him not to make a direct attack
upon this place, before which the navy and Williams' division
had already failed during the summer, but to turn it by ascend
ing the Yazoo and placing himself within the space comprised
between this river and the Big Black. Vicksburg would thus
have been separated from the army of Pemberton, and its defend
eI8, in all probability, would have evacuated the place; if other
wL.;e, an attempt could have been made to carry it by a coinbined
assault on the part of the fleet and army. At all event", the course
of the Yazoo would have been opened. Sherman could have as
cended it with a portion of the flotilla to join Grant, and Pem
berton, (~llght between these two armies, would have found it
imI»'-"ible to defend Vicksburg and Grenada at the same time.
'While waiting for the result of thi'! movement, Grant intended
to remain on the line of the Yallabusha, to watch it closely by
means of his numerous cavalry, and to be able to pursue Pember
ton if the latter should attempt to e:-;cape him. Sherman set off'
immediately for Memphi", but the transports he had expected to
find in the vicinity of that city were not ready, and ten days
elapsed before he was able to embark with the vast materiel he
required.

In the mean while, Grant had strengthened his position, con
centrated his troops, reopened the railroad, and established large
de~ts of stores and ammunition at all the principal stations. Hi'!
~valry scoured the country far and wide, reconnoitring the various
localities, and intercepting, as much as possible, any communications
which the enemy might maintain on his flanks. One regiment
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even pushed as far as the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, cutting it
in several places. On the 18th of December these Federal troop
ers were quietly passing through a country which they thought
to be defenceless, when to theit astonishment they learned that
they had very ncarly fallen in with a body of five or six thousand
Confederate horse. They followed in their wake, soon overtook
them, and hiding in the woodB--for they were not strong enough
to attack them-they. could see the rear-guard of the enemy,
which was proceeding rapidly in a northerly direction. This
was Van Dorn, who, burning to avenge his defeat at Corinth,
was attempting a bold and well-conceived stroke against Grant's
dep()ts established at intermediate stations along the railroad.
The Federal colonel had the misfortune or the stupidity not to
immediately communicate to his chief the important fact that
chance had just revealed to him. Grant only hcard of it on the
evening of the 19th. He at once sent word to all the posts rec
ommending increased vigilance, and despatched at the same time
a body of four thousand men hy rail to reinforce the garrison of
Holly Springs, which was the centre of his d~p(lts of provisions,
arms and ammunition. He had unfortunately entrusted this
post to Colonel Murphy, who had already exhibited great weak
ness ill abandoning Iuka at the approach of Price. All the gar
risons were on their guard except that of Holly Springs.

This village had become the rendezvous of that floating popu
lation which follows armies at a distance, and which the military
authorities are always trying to keep at a di"t:lIlce. Adventurons
speculators had come over for the purpose of engaging in the
cotton contraband trade. All the army sutlers procured their
supplies at dcp6ts which Northern merchants·had established in
the pla('('. OfficeI"R on duty, either in the garrison or in the
quarterma.'iter's department, thinking themselves perfectly 83fe,

had tuken up their residence with their families in the houses of
the village, where they live'] on good terms with the inhabitanti',
although the latter made no secret of their sympathies with the
enemy. Hence arose that negligence and carclessness of which
Murphy was the first to set the example.

A large hospital had been established for the numerous sick
who suflered from dysentery, typhoid or malarial fevers. Murphy
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had not turned up a single spadeful of earth. to protect the val
uables entrusted to his care, and not a solitary officer had been sent
from headquarters to watch him. He received Grant's despatch
on the evening of the 19th, but this failed to rolt';e him from his
l('thargy; he made no preparations for defence, no attempt to
barricade the streets with the bales of cotton which filled the
warehouses, and did not even put his soldiers under arms. Con
sequently, on the morning of the 20th, \vhen Van Dorn's rn.v
aIry came up at a gallop into the streets of Holly Springs, they
only found a few sentinels at the entrance of the village; all the
pa..."8eS were open and the village plunged in profound sleep; they
were already masters of the place, and their long columns had
penetrated in every direction before a single musket-shot had
been fired. And yet there were one thousand eight hundred
Federal troops in the place. A detachment of cavalry alone, en
camped outside of the village, made any attempt at defence, and
amid the confusion opened for itself a passage, sabre in hand,
killing or wounding about thirty of the enemy. All the rest
were taken prisoners without resistance. Detachments of Con
federate soldiers proceeded to search all the houses, and captured
most of the Federal officers in their beds. The speculators were
imperatively summoned to appear and stripped of their money,
after which they were allowed to witness the burning of their
cotton without personal restraint. The work of devastation had
indeed commenced. The d6p()ts of provisions were plundered
and dC8troyed; the stores of the sutlers experienced the same fate.
Whisky flowed in streams, causing much disorder. The arsenal
"W:lS burnt in such haste that the violence of the powder explosions
nearly overthrew the whole village and wounded twenty sick per
son:; in the Federal hospital. The railway station was set on fire,
to';;cther with several trains that were there. Finally, when Van
Dom thought the dCfitruction complete, he called together the
Federal officers and soldiers and offered to release them on parole.
Murphy committed the error of accepting in their name, thus re
lie...ing the enemy from all the trouble which the custody of those
prL~ners would have entailed upon him. After delivering them
up without defeuce, he had no idea that the enemy, anxious to
get away, would he compelled to set most of them at liberty
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unconditionally. In fact, Van Dorn had resumed his march 00

the evening of the 20th, and was moving rapidly toward the
north, where he hoped to continue his devastations. A few hool'9
after his departure, the reinforcement sent by Grant, which had
been detained on the road by an accident, arrived at Holly
Springs. This was the only important succes.'l obtained by Van
Dorn.

On the following day, the 21st, he made an attack on the post
of DaviH' Mill which was only defended by two hundred and
fifty men. Hoping to overcome so small a band, he tried several
times to carry it by assault at the head of his dismounted troop
ers; but being repeatedly repulsed, he was obliged to give up the
attempt, leaving a considerable num1>E>r of wounded upon the
ground. Being always in search of some new weak point, he
presented himself successively before Cold Water Bridge, Middle
burg and Bolivar, but found everywhere the small Federal gar
risons so well prepared to receive him that he did not venture to
attack any of them seriously.

While Van Dorn was occupying Holly Springs, Forrest bad
undertaken an expedition stilI more dangE'rous to Grant's commu
nications in Western Tennessee. This part,isan chief, who had
been sent by Bragg to harass Rosecrans, had been for some time
overrunning Central Tennessee. About the 10th or 12th of:De
cember, he crossed the TennE"SSee River at Clifton, with three
thousand five hundred horse and six pieces of artillery, for the
purpose of striking the region of country comprised between it:;
course and that of the Mississippi. This force was not enough to
capture the principal fortified posts of the Federals if the small
garriRons o<:,'Cupying them knew how to defend themselvffi be
hind their parapets and palisades. But General Sullivan, who
commanded the district, committed the error of concentrating all
of them at Jackson, where he waited resolutely for Forrest, lea,'
ing only convalescent'! and poorly-armed recruits at the otber
posts. Forrest took g,ood care to avoid him, and presented him
self on the 20th of December hefore Humboldt and Trenton,
the defenders of which, being invalids and men without experien('(',
did not make a long stand against his artillery and· 8kilf111 skir
mishers. He was thus able to destroy at leisure the important
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branch of railway from Humboldt to Columbus, through which
Grant received his supplies. For some days he was master of the
whole country, and conscientiously fulfilled his task. At last
Sullivan collected a sufficient number of troops to resume the
otrensive, and started in pursuit of him with one division com
posed of all arms. Forrest, being closely pressed, took the road
by which he had come; but Dunham's Federal brigade, which
bad been sent to intercept him, met him on the 31st at Parker's
Cross-roads, twenty-eight kilometres north of Huntingdon,
on the Lexington road. Attacked by superior forces which
threatened to surround their two wings, the Federals were on
the point of being crushed. They, however, resisted vigorously,
facing the enemy on every side, who, from numerical superiority
and the power of his artillery, possessed an immense advantage
over them. Forrest felt so sure of victory that he proposed to
Dunham to capitulate. The latter, being still in hopes of speedy
relief, was determined to fight to the last extremity; but his am
munition failed, his convoy was in the bands of the enemy, and
it was but two o'clock in the afternoon. He might therefore
consider himself as lost, when in an instant everything was
changed. Sullivan, who bad hastened over from Huntingdon,

. appeared on the field of battle with Fuller's brigade. A few can
non-shots and some volleys of musketry, taking Forrel;t's sol
diers in flank, who were already worn out by the struggle, suf
ficed to stop them; a moment after, they took flight, leaving a
large number of prisoners and four pieces of cannon in the hands
of the Federals. Dunham had two hundred and twenty men dis
abled; as for Forrest, his l0S8es amounted to more than five hun
dred. Unable to recover from this reverse, he retired for some
time out of reach of the Federals.

But the damage caused by both himself and Van Dorn to
Grant's line of communication on the 20th of December, was an
irreparable blow to Grant's army. It found itself suddenly de
prived of all the resources necessary to its existence. The sup
plies destroyed at Holly Springs were intended to subsist it
for several weeks. In order to replace them, it would have re
quired to put instantly in operation all the capacity and force of
the Columbus Railroad; but this line, which was also destroyed
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in several places, could not ~ put in order for two or three
weeks, perhaps, and large parties of the enemy's mvaIry were
scouring the couutry, ready to renew their destruction in p~

portion as the damages were repaired.
Grant's position, therefore, had become untenable. It WIIS

necessary for him to fall back rapidly in order to reopen commu
nications either with Memphis or Pitt"burg Landing, or to boldly
push forward, aud either to fight or to avoid Pemberton. In tbe
latter contingency, he would have had to descend the Y uzoo, sob
sisting upon the country, until he could communicate with the
Mississippi fleet and Sherman, whose troops must have been in
the neighborhood of Vicksburg. This course was full of dangers
and uncertainties. The resources of the oountry through wbich
he would have to pass were uuknown, nor was he sure that Sber
man would be found in the vicinity of Vicksburg; in sbort,
winter had come, and the first rain, by breaking up the roads,
might doom the army to a disastrous immobility or to the 10&.'!
of its entire convoy. Grant was afraid of risking such an ex
periment. He said afterward that if he had kuown then, what
he subsequently learned from experieuce, that the country was
rieh enough to feed an army of thirty thousand men on its
passage through, he would certainly have undertaken that move
ment, and, iu all probability, captured Vicksburg at that time.
However that may be, his resolution wa" promptly taken, and on
the 21;;t he recrossed the Tallahatehie. His communications
with the North were all interrupted, and necessity compelled bim
to adopt measures of an entirely new character in order to subsist
his troops. He was thus led to resort to the system of requi
sitions, to whieh he had been unwilling to trust for a forward
march, but which he was glad afterward to have tested. The
country through which his army was about to pass was carefully
explored, and all that could be found of meat, grain, food of
evcry d~ription and forage, was taken for the use of the army,
and paid for in bonds. It was the first time that the Federals
had applied this system, always legitimate in war, on a large scale,
80 much did their regular armies desire to be lenient in their
treatment of the conquered country, despite all that their ad
versaries may have said to the coutrary. Thanks to this mode of
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proceeding, the army was constantly provided with the means of
subsistence. On the 23d of December, it reached Holly Springs,
where immense heaps of ashes and blackened walls reminded it
of the disaster which had rendered this retrograde movement ne
cesaary; a few days later, it again entered Lagrange and Grand
Junction, where it found itself once more in communication with
Corinth and Memphis. Pemberton, far from pursuing Grant,
had taken advantage of his precipitate retreat, in order to with
draw all but a portion of his foret'll from Grenada, and bring them
to Vicksburg, where he fully expected to be attacked before long.

In point of fact, the whole expedition commanded by Sherman
had left Memphis on the 20th of December, the very day that Van
Dorn and Forrest had struck the blow which compelled Grant to
relinquish the part he was to have played in the combined cam
paign with his lieutenant. By a strange coincidence, it was the
interruption of telegraphic communications by the Confooerate
cavalry, which decided thE.' departure of this expedition at the
very moment when its best chances of success were being sacri
ficed. On the 18th of December, an order from the President
directed Grant to divide all his forces into four army corps, to
assign one to McClernand and to place him at the head of the
troops destined for the attack upon Vicksburg. The drawing up
of the new orders, required by this entire reconstruction of the
army, occupied Grant during the whole of the 19th, while on the
morning of the 20th Sherman, anxious to avoid a counter-order
which he dreaded, left Memphis, thus placing himself beyond
reach of the telegraph. But at the very moment that he was
thus hastily embarking, the capture of Holly Springs upset
Grant's plan of campaign, while the interruption of the telegraph
stopped at once the despatches he was sending to Memphis, the
first of which announced to Sherman the fact of his having l:een
superseded, the second, by far the most important, being intend
ed to suspend the departure of the expedition, which was hence
forth beset with dangers.

But for this interruption of the telegraph, the order of recall,
conveyed by a light steamer to Sherman's fleet, would haye
stopped the latter before the outset of the unfortunate campaign
we are about to relate. Shall we blame Grant for having delayed
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ill8uing an order which he considered fatal, until the 20th, and
Sherman for having hastened his departure because he had indi
rectly, perhaps, obtained knowledge of it? Certainly not. The re
organization ordered by Mr. Lincoln, accompanied by a change of
command, would have caused a loss of time, which then appeared
very precious, since it was desired to attack Vicksburg while
Grant was detaining Pemberton at Grenada, and it was impossible
to foresee the events which were at one stroke to restore freedom
of action to the latter, and to separate the Federal general from
his lieutenants.

The troops assembled at Memphis formed a corps designated
as the right wing of the army of the MiBBissippi. The reinforce
ments which Sherman had recently receive~ swelled the 'number
of his soldiers to about thirty thousand, out of which he could
count ahont twenty thousand available combatants; these fotees
were disposed in three divisions under command of Generals A. J.
Smith, M. L. Smith and Morgan. When Sherman gave the order
for embarking on the 20th, the preparations for so complicated
an operation were not entirely completed. All the steamers that
could be fonnd had been collected together on the MissiBBippi and
the Ohio, but the difficultie.8 were even greater than those which
had attended the transportation of the army of the Potomac to
Fortress Monroe, for the thirty thousand men that McClellan had
transported at one time had only been two days on the way,
whilst the transportation undertaken by Sherman occupied at
least five or six. It was impossible, therefore, to avoid a certain
amount of confusion in the embarkation, especially as the pre
ceding day was pay-day. A.s we have observed elsewhere, the
A.merican soldier was only paid once in two months, so that at
times, at the moment of leaving a city like Memphis, which, it
may be said, was nothing but a vast sutler's store, he found him
self exposed, with a considerable sum of money in his~
sion, to all the temptations which that city offered him. In the
camps, owing to the absolute prohibition of the sale of strong
liquors, drunkenness was unknown, but elsewhere this vice could
not be so completely suppressed. Sherman's orders, howc,"cr,
were promptly exeeuted, and the stragglers soon collected to
gether, seeing that all the fleet had left the piers at Memphis b~'
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the 20th. On the 22d this fleet touched at Helena, where lay
the army which Curtis had brought to the borders of the Mis
sissippi in the month of July. The greater portion of those
troops were placed on board of the transports, which hud come
down from Memphis without either passengers or mrgo; they
fonned, in Sherman's army, a new division of four hrigades, num
bering twelve thousand three hundred and ten men, commanded
by General Steele. The expeditionary corps thus consisted, then,
of thirty-two thousand men, and a short distance from there, at
Friar's Point, it joined Commodore Porter, who had come from
the entrance of the Yazoo to couvoy it. Although the progress
of the vessels was delayed in consequence of the difficulty in
procuring fuel to keep the engines working, the whole fleet ar
rived on the evening of the 24th at Milliken's Bend, a place
situated on the right bank of the river, fronting the mouth of
the Yazoo, which the fine prairies, the dryness of the land and
e:u;y approaches rendered very appropriate for a d~p6t of the
army.

In this place Sherman found the gun-boats which blockaded
Vicksburg and protected the upper course of the Mississippi
against incursions from the enemy's vessel.,. A few days before,
they had made a fruitless attempt to ascend the course of the Ya
zoo and open the route by which he was to try to communimte
with Grant. In fact, on the 12th of December, they had ap
peared before an eminence mlled Haines' Bluff, which commands
the left bank of the Yazoo, and which was surmounted by a few
batteries. The Confederates had planted torpedoes all along the
river~urse for a certain distance below this point. The fore
most of the four Federal ,-es.o;;els, drawing but little water, passed
over these machines without touching them. But the Cairo,
which followed, struck one of the torpedoes, the explosion of
",hich tore up her hull and sunk her in five minutes. Her crew
"'as fortunately saved; but the other three small vessels, deeming
the chances too much against them, beat a retreat. This trial
proved that it would be impossible to obtain control of the Yazoo
without a fight, and that in order to open a passage through this
river the land-forces would probably have to attack the batteries
which defended its course. On the day of his arrival at .Milli-
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ken's Bend, Sherman ordcred some vessels to make a new recon
naissance of the Yazoo. They wcre stopped by the batteries of
Haines' Bluff, and one of them, the Beninn, was greatly injured
by the fire. On the same day the Federal commander landed a
strong detachment of troops at Milliken's, and sent them to cut
the railway track leading to Shreveport from the right bank of
the Mississippi, .opposite Vicksburg. His object was to prevent
the enemy from receiving reinforcements from the west. It was,
however, from the north and east that these reinforcements, so
impatiently waited for at Vicksburg, were to arrive, and the two
days that Sherman, detained by this expedition, passed at Milli
ken's Bend, afforded a precious respite to the" Confederates. The)'
took advantage of it to make preparations for repelling the attack
ou the banks of the Yazoo, which the nature of the country and
the reconnaissances of the gun-boats clearly indicated as the point
selected by the Federal commander.

The latter, in fact, had no choice left. Indeed, the batteries or'
Vicksburg, greatly strengthened since summer, forbade the hope
that Davis' small flotilla would be able to force the passage of
the Mississippi; Sherman's army could not, therefore, operate be
low Vicksburg,. where it would not have found a single vessel to
transport it from the right to the left bank of the river. Halleck
had indeed announced that Bank", who had recently been sent to
New Orleans with considerable reinforcements, would go up the
river under the protection of Farragut's guns, and join Sherman
in front of Vicksburg; but Butler's successor had but just arrived
in the capital of Louisiana, and could not think of beginning his
march so soon. Besides, if he had undertaken this expedition at
that time, it would have been impeded, as it was at a later period,
by the fortifications which the Confederates had secretly erected
at Port Hudson. It was, therefore, necessary to land above
Vicksburg. But, on the other hand, the gun-boats ascending the
Yazoo were liable to be stopped by the batteries of Haines' Bluff,
and above this poiut the river presented an obstacle to ShermaD
which was the more formidable because it was defended, besides
the Coufederate army, by the vessels lying at the arsenal of Ya
zoo City. The Unionists were, therefore, obliged to land on the
right bank of the Yazoo between Haines' Bluff and Vicksburg.
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It was at this plare that they were waited fo.r by their adversaries,
who had neglected nothing to increase the difficulties which the
nature of the ground opposed to an operation of this kind.

The bluff at Vicksburg, as we have remarked, is the last link
in a long chain of steep acclivities which stretch out in slUx.oession
on the left side of the Yazoo, from north-east to south-west, as far
as near the point of its entrance into the Mississippi. These ac
clivities are of an almost uniform height, about one hundred me
tres, and are separated by ravines through which the roads of the
country pas.'1, some of them being very deep and hollow. This
oonfiguration bears a strong resemblance, it is said, to the ridge
of the Inkermann plateau, the Yazoo marshes occupying the place
of the shallows of the Tchernaia. After skirting the foot of these
heights at Haines' Bluff, the Yazoo turns away, and, before di8
charging its waters into the Mississippi, crosses an old arm of the
river which now forms a semicircular lake. The ground com
prised between the Yazoo and the ridges which, under the name
of Drumgold's Bluff, connect Haines' Bluff with Vicksburg is
flat and swampy. This alluvial soil is a mixture of fine sand and
}lulverized earth, possessing no consistency; easily turned into
mud, and sometimes completely broken up by the freshets, it only
re5ists the constant action of the water by means of the strong
roots of the trees which it feeds. When the Mississippi is at its
height, and its waters, running through the natural levees by
which it is embanked, join those of the Yazoo, they submerge the
whole of this delta and wash the foot of Drumgold's Bluff. On
the contrary, when the Yazoo is low, it flows between two per
pendicular banks, which at some points are ten metres high; but
the soil, which it no longer covers, remains impregnated with
dampness, while at every step one meets with quicksands, which
are as dangerous as the moving sands on the seaside. 'Ve have
purposely bestowed the name of delta upon this locality, because
at an almost equal distance from Haines' Bluff and the Missis
sippi a small arm of the Yazoo, winding along ina deeply-en
closed channel, washes the last slopes of Drumgold's Bluff and
finally empties into the Mississippi very near Vicksburg. This
water-eQUrse is known by the name of Chickasaw Bayou. A
little above its present course there are several beds, abandoned
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by this same bayou, ~hich mingle with each other, and describ
ing a circular arc join it again at the foot of the bluff. They form
a marsh almost everywhere impassable, called Cypress Swamp. It
was upon the island, lying between the Yazoo and Chicka.o;aw
Bayou, that Sherman determined to land, for higher up the river
passes so close to Drumgold's Bluff that these heights, which the
enemy could have easily occupied, commanded its entire course.
Chickasaw Bayou Wlls laid down in the official maps of the State
of Mississippi which the Federals had in their possession; but
they had no idea of the difficulties attending the passage of this
water-course. Sherman, however, could neither hesitate nor draw
back. He had come for the purpose of attempting a bold stroke;
and since the Yazoo was not ac('essible to him above Haines'
Bluff, he had to fight within the lists where he was shut up.

The fleet entered this river on the 26th, and after ascending it
for a distance of about twenty kilometres was moored in front of
the points designated for landing. This operation, which com
menced on the ~vening of the 26th, ended on the morning of the
27th. The first three brigades that were landed, those of Stuart,
Blair and De Courcy, proceeded immediately toward Vicksburg,
and, driving the enemy's scouts before them, pushed on to the bor

'der of Chickll...<;RW Bayou. The remainder of the army required
a little time to rC8tore order in its ranks, finding itself upon a
ground covered with thickets and wild vines extending all along
the river. Steele, leaving Blair on the right, Wlls to form the
extreme left with his three other brigades; he landed above the
bayou, but near the point where it forks, and between two of the
old beds which communieate with Cypress Swamp. The other
divisions had landed on the island comprised between the river
and the bayou, which had been occupied since morning, amI fol
lowed the same en-'ning the three brigad~ that had preceded
them-Morgan on the left, M. L. Smith in the centre and .A.. J.
Smith on the right.

Some reconnaissances were made during the night in order to
ascertain the character of the ground; but it was found necessary,
in order to complete them, to wait for daylight, which fortunately
brought with it a thick fog favorable for such an operation. The
bayou was found to be a most difficult obstacle to surmount.
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Although the waters were stagnant, the Yszoo being too low to
feed it, it was only fordable at two points-at a ford fronting M.
L. Smith in the centre of the Federal line, and in front of' Mor
gan's division on the left, where a dry footpath, some few metres
in width, opened. In trying to turn the bayou Steele encoun
tered still greater difficulties. Cypress Swamp, which stretched
out before him, could only be crossed by following a narrow cor
duroy causeway, which was enfiladed by a battery of the enemy
throughout its whole length. The banks of the bayou were both
high and precipitous; the enemy, on his side, had armed them with
rifle-pits and breastworks for his sharpshooters, and in order to
facilitate their fire, the forest on the other side had been cleared
in various places. Back of this line, between the channel and
the foot of the heights, there was a level space only a few metres
in width, and partly occupied by a road, which facilitated its de
fence. In short, if the fog had not interfered with their vision,
the Federals would have perceived on the summit of those hills
a line of batteries erected some time since and mounting a large
number of guns, and along their slopes large furrows of newly:"
dug earth, which marked the place of more recent works. Pem
berton directed the preparationI' for defence in person. As soon
as he was informed of Grant's retreat, he had put in motion a •
portion of his troops from Grenada toward Jackson. The news
of the arrival of a Federal army at Milliken's Bend had brought
him in great haste to VickRburg. That place, which President
Davis had visited a few days before, wa."! placed under C',ommand
of General Martin L. Smith with a garrison of twelve thou
sand men. Pemberton was closely followed by three brigades,
which raised the number of forces at his disposal to twenty thou
sand men. Other detachments were to join him immediately,
and he waited from day to day for two brigades of Stevenson's
division, which Mr. Davis had withdrawn from Bragg's army to
place them under his command. It wa.'! more than he required
to defend, against all open attacks, the positions in which Sher
man was obliged to seek him.

'J;'he Federals were either ignorant or unable to take advantage
for crossing the bayou of the fog, which would have masked
their movements on the morning of the 28th. They wasted the
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whole of that day in skirmishing and vain experiments. The
island they occupied was a perfect labyrinth, where brigades and
regiments constantly lost their way. The Confederates, crossing
the bayou by passes known only to themselves, kept sending
small bodies of troops to hara...,,, them, without even provoking a
serious encounter. The old beds, which pursued their winding
course below Cypress Swamp, frequently deceived the Federal.,.
Thus Morgan came upon one of them, upon which he constructed
a bridge with the equipage he had brought over to cross the
Chickasaw, and was obligoo to sustain a hot skirmish with the
enemy during the operation. But when he had got over this
swampy canal, he found out too late that it was not the real water
course, and that this last obstacle, of much greater magnitude,
had yet to be surmounted. While he was advancing with much
difficulty, the division of M. L. Smith in the centre approached
the bayou, and forced the enemy's skirmishers to retire by the
ford we have mentioned. On the other side of the ford the bank
was scarped and beetling, and strongly defended by the enemy.
Having decided to attempt a passage, Smith determined to recon
noitre the positions of the Confederates in person, but at this
moment he fell dangerously wounded, and the officers of his

. division tried in vain during the remainder of the day to find 8

less dangerous point of approach. On the extreme right, A. J.
Smith had proceeded to within sight of Vicksburg, but had also
been stopped by the same obstacle, which was nowhere fordable
on that side, and which formed a kind of large ditch covering
Pemberton's entire system of defence.

This day, therefore, had been almost entirely lost to the Fed
erals. The Confederates had employed it in further fortifying
themselves on those points at which their adversaries might attempt
a passage. In the evening, Stcele, having become convinced of
the impossibility of crossing Cypress Swamp, returned to the
i8land, and proceeded to take position in the rcar, on the left of
Morgan, near the Lake plantation and above the angle of the
Chickasaw. It was hoped that it would be easier to construct 8

bridge over this arm of the river, by approaching that portion of
it which did not lie eontiguous to the hills occupied hy the enemy.
The order was given to attempt the next day at the same hour to
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carry all the known passes of the bayou, and, once on the other
side, the Confederate works were to be immediately attacked.

But the ground was ill adapted to connected movements, and
the attack, which had been ordered to be made at daybreak, could
not begin till about noon. In fact, in order to reach the place
where he was to throw the bridge acro<l8, Blair was obliged to
pass under the enemy's fire, which killed many of his men.
Morgan had met with such a reception on the border of the
water-<:ourse in the morning, that he instantly sent for assistance
to enable him to force the narrow pass which lay before him.
M. L. Smith's division was to have crossed the ford; but as the
opposite bank was inacceBBible, a company of volunteers went
over the water in the morning, amid a shower of balls from the
enemy, and took position under the cornice formed by this over
hanging bank. These intrepid soldiers were ordered, at a given
signal, to fire some bags of powder they had placed against the
beetling banks that shelterro them, and quickly crOBB over to the
other side; it was agreed that the instant the mine was sprung
the attacking columns were to rush into the breach thus opened.
On the extreme right, .A. J. Smith was preparing rafts for throw
ing a flying bridge over the bayou. The signal for the attack
was to be given to these two divisions by regular salvos from
Morgan's artillery, which he was trying to place in battery in the
vicinity of the crOBBing, for the purpose of covering the offensive
movement of his infantry.

Finally, toward noon, Blair, having completed the construction
of his bridge, cr088ed the bayou, followed by a regiment belong
ing to Thayer's brigade of Steele's division. The remainder of
this brigade had been sent to join Morgan through mistake.
Steele's two other hrigades, having been delayed by the narrow
ness of the roads, were far in the rear, and could not arrive in time•
.A quicksand at the end of Cypress Swamp lay in Blair's path;
he was fortunate enough to get over it, leaving only the officers'
horses behind him, for he had not ventured to take his artillery
along through this dangerous pass. Just as he was emerging in
front of the open space occupied by the enemy, a terrible dis
charge of musketry carried death among his heads of column;
but instead of stopping them, it had only the effect of accelerat-
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ing their march. At the same time, Morgan sent De Courey's
brigade across the bayou with orders to support Blair's attack
on the right, but the Federals were only three thousand strong, and
the reinforcements were coming up but slowly, while their ad\Ter
saries, manreuvring upon open ground, could rapidly concentrate
all their forces near the point menaced. Blair, however, carried
the brea'ltworks extending at the foot of the hills, while his sol
diers, who had been trained in the rough campaigns of :Missouri
and Arkansa.<;, began boldly to climb the slopes swept by the pro
jectiles of the enemy; their eft·orts, however, against the con
stantly increasing number of their adversaries proved una\Tail
ing. No help reached them, no diversiou was made in their
favor; De Courcy's brigade, although partly composed of recruits,
rivalled them for a moment iu ardor, but its march had been sub
jected to delays which, after the battle, were to be the cause of vio
lent recriminations. It, however, soon fell back in disorder with
out having been able to reach the enemy's works. Blair, reduced
to his own resourceS, was obliged to retire in his turn. The Fed
erals left more than one thousand wounded, a few hundred pris
oners, and four flags in the hands of the enemy. The Confed
erate brigade of S. D. Lee, which alone had held them in check,
protected by its entrenchments, had not lost more than one bun
dred and fifty men.

The ll...'<;,l\lllt was a positive failure. The signal agreed upon
had either not been understood or not heard on the right, and the
two divisions which were posted there remained immovable,
while a handful of men were being crushed in a desperate 3t
h~mpt on the left. The second division, under Stuart, had spent
the day in watching the curious position occupied by the company
of the Sixth Missouri which was to undermine the bluff. The
Confederate sharpshooters were posted along the ridge of thi,
bank, and came every now and then to discharge their muskets
perpendicularly downward in the hope of hitting some of their ad
versaries squatting at the foot of the declivity. A battalion of the
Thirteenth Hegulars, posted oppo:-ite, then opened fire upon them,
but more frequPlltly hit their own comrad£'S on the edge of t~e

water. "Aim higher," shouted the latter. "Lower," cried ont
the Confederates, who were trying to drown the voic'C of the
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former and confound those two shouts into one. On the extreme
right, Smith had been unable to place in position the floating
bridges he had prepared, and confined himself to exchangiug
harmless shots with the enemy.

Sherman's check was of too serious a character to admit of his
attempting a new attack. The nature of the ground rendered it
impossible to concentrate the forces necessary to give such an at
tempt any chance of success; the Federals had learnt to their cost
that the enemy's works were stronger, better armed, and defended
by a larger number of troops than they had imagined. It was
necessary to profit by this experience. Sherman understood this,
and as won as informed of Blair's failure he countermanded
every other movement for that day. The next day, the 30th,
after a night of torreilt.~ of rain, the situation of his army was
still worse. It had had time to count up its losses, which amounted
to one hundred and seventy-five killed, nine hundred and thirty
wounded and carried off; and seven hundred and forty-three
prisoners, most of them also wounded, who had fallen into the
hands of the enemy, making nearly two thousand men in all.
The 108SC8 of the Confederates were but sixty-three killed, one
hundred and thirty~four wounded and ten prisoners. No mcs
~ had been received from Grant, but some alarming rumors
were afloat concerning him. The news of the capture of Holly
Springs had reached Vicksburg, and the few inhabitants of the
country with whom the Fedcrals came in contact took pleasure
in communicating the intelligence to them with all the cxaggera
tion usual in such ca'lCS. These rumors were an additional cause,
in Shennan's estimation, for not giving up the struggle so long as
it offered the least chance of succcss; in fact, the more difficult
Grant's position became, the more he felt the importance of re
lieving him by drawing all the enemy's force.'! upon hillL'lelf. He,
therefore, remained in his position during the whole of the 31st,
threatening Pemberton, apparently, with a new attack, and pre
lXlring a movement, for turning the obstacles he had not been able
I.) carry in front. Steele's division was embarked; it wa" to leave
with the flotilla on the evening of the 31st, and land undcr cover
of the night at the foot of Haines' Bluff. Sherman was in hopes
that it would be able to capture this position before daylight, and

VOL. II.-30
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that Pemberton, t.'lken by surprise, would not have time to send
reinforcements to its defenders. At the sound of Steele's cannon,
the army, which had remained on the island, WIIS, in its turn, to
open fire all along the bayou. This cannonading should have
been followed up either by a simple feint or a regular attack,
according to the forces the enemy might have left along that por
tion of his line. But ou the evening of the 31st there arose
such a thick fog that the vessels on which Steele had embarked
were unable to a.~'Cnd the river. The next night the moon set
too late to enable the Federals to. effect a landing during the few
hours of utter darkness which would have prCCC(led sunrise.
Sherman, therefore, gave up this plan, which offered, besides,
very poor chances of success. The soldiers suffered cruelly from
cold and dampncs.'3 in the swamps, where tlley had bren bivouack
ing for five days without fire ; they sadly pointed out to Clleh
other the high-water marks, which had left a slimy circular line
around the trunks of trees, from three to four metres above the
ground. On the 2d of January, Sherman placed them again on
board of the tram;ports, and the fleet sailed for Milliken's Bend,
where the troops were enabled to est:tblish themselves comfortably
while waiting for a favorable opportunity to begin a new cam
paign against the l'tronghold of Vicksburg, which WIIS daily
1l."'SlIlllillg larger proportions, and the importance of which was
increased by every IIllsllecessful attack.

A l'tcumer with General McClernand on board was met at the
entranee of the Yazoo. This officer, in virtue of orders from the
Prcsident, immediately assumed command of the whole expe
dition. The army, henceforth designated a.,; the army of the ~lis

sissippi, was divided into two coq)!l; the Fifteenth, commanded
I,,· Sherman, was composed of the divisions of Steele and Stuart;
~ieClcrlland beeamc titular co'mmander of the Thirteenth, com
prising the division of A. J. Smith and Morgan, the latter being
temporarily plaeed in command. At the "arne period, the rest
of tIll' army of the Tennessee wa.,; also divided into two corp5,
the Sixtecnth and Seventecnth, under the rclpective command:;
of Hurlbut and :\IePherson. Grant retained the supreme com
mand of the:;e four ('Orps. The :;ame organization having already
been adopted in the Ell..,t, the army corps became from that time
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t.he great strategic unit in all the Federal armies. This was a c(>Dsid
crable improvement. These corps, composed of troops of all arms,
were, in the hands of the generals-in-chief, an instrum~nt much
more easy to handle than the small divisions which had previously
existed as separate organizations, and the feeling of comradeship
existing among those who composed them, faithfully maintained
through all the vicissitudes of the war, increased the individual
valor of both officers and men.

Public opinion in the North was greatly agitated by the reverse
of Chickasaw Bayou. Grant was already somewhat unpopular;
Sherman became the subject of attacks from the entire press
attacks the more violent because he had shown great severity to
ward the newspaper. correspondents who accompanied his army.
They even renewed the absurd calumnies which at the beginning
of the war had been set afloat against this sagacious and profound
mind. It is certain, however, that in many respects his expedi
tion deserved criticism; either through his own fanlt or the inter
vention of circumstances, he had been unable, with an army of
more than thirty thousand men, to pnsh more than three thousand
combatants to the assault of formidable works, and had sacrificed
two thousand without any chance of success. He had failed to
exhibit on that occasion all those great qualities which finally
raised him abo\'e the level of his companions in arms, a.'l well as
of all his adversaries. But he knew how to profit by experience ;
while waiting for a more favorable opportunity, this brave and
modest general had the merit of openly assuming the whole re
sponsibilityof the defeat, and of accepting without a murmur the
subordinate's position in which he was placed by McClernand's
arrival. Just as his troops were about to embark he feIt. the
necessity of doing something to revive their courage; by agree
ment with Porter, he determined to lead them to the aSi'uult of a
fort situated on the Arkansas, whose garrison of four or five thou
sand men offered an p..asy prey, but one by no means to be de
spised. This plan was approved by McClernand, who, it appears,
had conceived a similar one. Sherman did not lose a minute's
time in carrying it into execution, and on the 4th of January
the fleet left Milliken's Bend with the greater portion of the army,
and ascended the Mississippi to enter the Arkansas.
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The first hill that. is encountered in ll&-'ending the Arkansas
lies on the left bank of the river, eighty kilometres above the
point of confluence. The river which cuts into this hill, forming
it into a bluff, turns from it., direct course after washing its foot,
and thus commands the two branches of this elbow, both above
and below. The first Europeans who visited this spot planted
the French flag tl.ere, for the Mississippi then belonged to us.
A small fort was erected in 1685 to serve a<; a refuge against the
Indians, which was calloo Poste de rArkansas, preserved in the
English translation as Arkansas Post. Upon this spot the Con
federate general Hindman had constructed a large rectangular
bastioned work of one hundred metres front, with ca..<>emates,
surrounded by a ditch of seven metres by three, with an arma
ment of twelve guns, which dominated the whole course of
the river. The garrison was commanded by General Churchill.
This work, called Fort Hindman, was the key to the whole course
of the Arkansas. Its reduction was necessary before the occu
pancy of Little Rook and the centre of the State could be
thought of. It was the shelter of the light vessels which the
Confederates sent, wheu the opportunity offered, as far as the
Mississippi, to capture such Federal transport., as were so unfor
tunate as to have no escort. A short time previous these ships
had captured a Fedcral transport loaded with ammunition; there
were found on board three nine-inch howitzers, or columhiads,
which were imm('(liately placed on the sheltered front command
ing the lower course of the river.

The expeditionary corps under command of McClernand num
bered from twenty-six to twenty-seven thousand men, comprising
forty regiments of infantry, ten batteries, many of which con
tained twenty pounders, and about fifteen hUl1Ilred horse. Instead
of entering the Arkansas at Napoleon, the fleet, in order to de
cciyc the enemy as to its destination, penetrated into 'Vhite Riwr
through a brand. of the latter which empties directly into the
Mississippi a little below, and thence reaches the Arkansas
through the principal arlll, which debouches into this river at
Wellington. On thc 9th of January, the ws.<;els were moored to
the left bank near a plantation called Notrib's Farm, fin kilometres
helow Arkansas Post. The prO(~ess of disembarkation commenred
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immediately, and was ended toward noon on the following day.
The approaches of the fort were difficult. 'It was protected on
the west by a stream with steep banks, called a bayou; on the
east by a swamp, which did not quite reach the edge of the water.
The space comprised between the bayou and the swamp was only
about a thousand metres in length. The position could only be
approached through this plateau, for between the fort and the
swamp there was a ravine which stretched down to the river, and
which was difficult to cross. In front of this ravine the Confecl
erates had fortified their right by means of an old causeway,
which they had converted into a kind of breastwork, and by rais
ing a second line of defences in the rear. Their cantonments
were established in front of the fort, in the centre of the plateau,
on an open ground interspersed with clusters of trees. They
had also constructed a strong line of entrenchments a little be
yond, seven hundred metres in length, the left of which rested
upon the bayou, and was occupied by a batterr of field artillery.

These outward works were too much extended for the number
of the garrison; consequently, the latter did not seriously dis
pute the old causeway, which was swept by the fire of the gun
boats. Whilst Morgan was investing the right of the enemy
with three brigades-the fourth brigade of his corps, under
General de Courey, remaining at the point of disembarkation
and whilst Lindsay with the fifth was landing on the opposite
side and ascending the river, 80 as to command its course abovc
the fort, Sherman was obliged to make a large de/auT with his
whole corps to get out of range of the enemy's fire, and present
himself subsequently before the enemy's left, and that portion of
the plateau where his cantonments were established. But, pos
sessing little knowledge of the country, the head of Sherman's col
umn entered the swamp we have mentioned above; on emerging
from it with great difficulty, it was found that it would be neces
sary to march a distance of twelve kilometres to reach the enemy,
and that this route would lead them in front of the bayou, of
which he occupied the passes. Sherman retraced his steps; and
under cover of night his whole corps, by following a road called
River Road, which ran between the swamp and the Confederate
positions, was deployed 60 as to complete the investment.



470 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

I

)

In the course of this day the flotilla, composed of three armed
yessels, the De Kalh, the Cincinnati and the LouUJville, with a
small number of light boats, had opened a brisk cannonade
against. the fort, occupying its attention by the destructive fire.
One ship eyen tried to pass up beyond the enemy's works; bllt
after having succeeded in the attempt, finding herself isolated and
exposed to a concentrated fire, she was obliged to go down the river
again. On the morning of the 11th everyone was at his post;
Steele's division, on the extreme right, rested on the bayou, and
Hoyey's brigade, from the position it occupied, commanded the
river even above the fort. The centre was formed by Stuart's
small division, the left by A. J. Smith's division, which connected
with the river by Sheldon's hrigade. The powerful artillery of the
Federals, owing to the protection of the woods they found there,
wus pushed to within some hundred metres of the enemy's bn'88t
works. The morning was employed in rectifying the line of
battle and in maki~g all necessary preparations to secure combi
nation in the attack. Meanwhile, the gunboats had again en
gaged the fort. The latter sent a few shells into the ranks of
the Federals, which, being well directed, killed a number of men;
but the fire from the ships soon silenced that of the front over
looking the river. The large projectiles of the Federals finally
succeeded in shattering and penetrating the proof-shelters of the
Confederates, dismounting their guns and carrying death among
those who served them. Porter then directed his fire against the
cantonments, which the land-force was about to attack, and threw
shells wherever he perceived the enemy, while three of his light
vessels, rea:;eending the river above the fort, placed themselves in
a position to enfilade and strike in rear the breastworks which
formed the Confederate left. But they hesitated to fire upon this
point, lest their proje<'tiles should reach their own troops, who had
already come into action and were charging these works with
great vigor.

About one o'clock the Federal line was put in motion. The
Confederates did not persist in defending the weak entrenchments
which covered the approaches of the fort, and only made use of
them to dclay t.he march of the Federals, who were vastly supe
rior to them in numbers. They fought gallantly. The garrison

~-- -- ~ --- - - - --------
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was composed almost entirely of volunteers from Texas, accus
tomed to live with rifle in hand; a regiment of mvalry, which,
owing to the nature of the ground, was naturally obliged to fight
on foot, distinguished itself among the rest by the precision of
ita fire, and the fierceness with which it held in check the serried
battalions of the enemy. The Confederates, however, were soon
compelled to retire behind the parapets of the fort. Unfortu
nately for them, they had not cut down all the trees in the woods
by which they were surrounded, and which enabled the assailants
to approach within less than two hundred metres of the counter
scarp. Sherman on the right, Morgan on the left, manreuvring
with great unanimity, took possession of these woods, not, how
ever, without sustaining considerable losses. Hovey was wound
ed; and when the Federals emerged into the open space interven
ing between these woods and the fort, the terrific fire to which
they were subjected stopped them at the edge of the wood. On
the left Morgan encountered the ravine, which presented an in
surmountable obstacle. He sent a few regiments to support the
attack on the right. Here again the main effort devolved upon
Steele's division, inured by many a battle. The Confederates,
being well sheltered, opened a destructive fire upon all who ex
posed themselves to view. Meanwhile, the Federal artillery was
at work, and dismounted one by one all the gUllS in the fort. Its
defenders could only reply by musketry to the shells which poured
upon them from every direction. General Churchill set an ex
ample of courage to all, but he had evidently lost the game.
The moment for storming the fort had arrived. Firing had
ceased on the Federal side; the whole of Sherman's corps on the
right and two of Morgan's brigades on the extreme left deployed
in front of the fort; the assailants were saluted with a few vol
leys of musketry, but in an instant they were on the edge of the
dry ditch surrounding the work. Great excitement prevailed
among the defenders, who finally hoisted the white flag. The
fort was invaded on every side by the Federals, who had no other
task left but to count their trophies and take care of the wounded.
Their losses amounted to one hundred and twenty-nine killed,
eight hundred and thirty wounded, seventeen missing, making in
all nine hundred and seventy-seven men hor8 de combaJ,,' those
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of Churchill were only sixty killed and eighty wounded. The
capture of five thousand soldiers, with all their officers and 8eV

enteen guns, amply compensated the efforts of MeClernand's
troops. His suecess was complete. The Arkansas River was
opened and Hindman's army paralyzed by a blow which cost
him the loss of an entire division, composed of three of his best
brigades. Sherman wished to push as far as Little Rock, but
McClernand was not willing to exceed the instructions he had
received, and merely sent an expedition composed of light steam
ers with Gorman's brigade on board into White River. The
latter prOCC<'ded up the river for a distance of about eighty kilo
metres, and again joined his chief, after destroying a eamp of the
enemy situated at Duval's Bluff, and several dep6ts belonging to
the Confederate army in the small town of Des Ares. In the
mean while, McClernand dismantled the works of Fort Hindman,
after which he re-entered the Mississippi with all his forces. At
Napoleon he found an order from General Grant directing him
to return to Milliken's Bend; this point was about to become the
base of operations which the general-io-chief was preparing to
undertake against Vicksburg.

In coming pages we shall relate these operations, which ()('
cupied all the first half of the year 1863, but before leaving the
Missis,'.jippi we must !lay a few words regarding the little cam
paign undertaken 00 the lower course of the river by the troop"
which OC('upied New Orleans. This campaign had commenced
in October, 1862; its object was to extend the Federal authority
over the fertile region lying west of the Mississippi. Taking
advantage of the natural obstacles which it presents, the Confed
erates had maintllined a few troops in it, which were in commu
nication with Texas, and could at any time serve as vanguard to
an army assembled in that warlike region to reconquer New
Orleans.

Two large bayous are detached from the Mississippi below the
mouth of Red River, and water the lands lying west of the great
river. The first, called the Atchafalaya, has its source very near
this inlet, and sometimes fed by new watcr-courses, sometimes
becoming iu,elf di,'ided, it finally forms the large lake of Ches
timache, in the latitude of New Orleans, whence it emerges t()
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empty into the sea through a wide mouth. The second bayou
has its origin much lower down, in the village of Donaldsonville,
and, under the name of Bayou Lafourche, it pursues it.~ wiuding
course among the swamps which oooupy the delta of the MissiR
sippi to the west. These water-courses th\lll constitute two suc
cessive barriers, which protect New Orleans on the Texas side.
The country watered by them, extremely spongy, iuterseeted in
every direction with channels and swamp.~, and covered with a
rich vegetation, is of great fertility wherever the soil is sufficiently
firm to admit of the cultivation of the sugar-cane or cotton. It
was traversed by but one line of railway, the Great Western Rail
road, which started from the right bank of the Mississippi, oppo
site New Orleans, for the west, crossed Bayou Lafourche a little
below the village of Thibodeaux, and terminated at that time at
the little town of Brashear City. This town, situated on the left
bank of the At.chafalaya, at the point where its waters emerge
from the lake to empty into the sea, derived from this position
great commercial and military importance. A little below Brash
ear City, the Atchafalaya receives the waters of an important
stream running from the north-west, known by the name of Ba
you Toche, a rather inappropriate name, for it does not originate
in another river like all real bayous. In approaching Lake
Chestimache, the Toche skirts its borders at a short distance, as
if afraid to discharge its waters into it, and, as we have remarked,
empties into the Atchafalaya shortly after it has emerged from
the lake.

At the end of October, the Federal general Weitzel, with a
brigade of infantry, a regiment of cavalry and some cannon,
landed at Donaldsonville. On the 26th, he began to descend
Bayou Lafourche, keeping the main body of his forces on the
left of the water-course, accompanied by a few boats, which en
abled him at all times to establish communications between the
two banks of the river. The next day, the 27th, he met a small
body of Confederate troops, commanded by Colonel McPheeters,
near the village of Labadieville, fifteen kilometres below Don
aldsonville, and attacked it at once. The engagement was of
short duration. After two hours of musketry-fire, McPheeters
was killed, and the Confederates, put to flight, left one gun and
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two hundred and sixty-eight prisoners in the hands of the Fed
emls. The conquerors lost eighteen killed and seventy-four
wounded. After the combat, Weitzel took possession of the
whole course of Bayou Lafourche without striking a blow; and
on reaching Thibodeaux, he pushed as far as Brashear City, which
he found abandoned. The railroad, which had not been running
for the last six months, and which lay buried under a thick cov
ering of rank vegetation, was put in working order, and Brashear
City, being thus placed in direct communication with New Or
leans, soon became the advanced post from whence the J<....ederals
controlled the whole of that section of Louisiana. General
Butler hastened to devise a pretext of hostility on the part of its
principal inhabitants, in order to make a wholesale confiscation of
their property. We shall speak further on of his system of gov
ernment works, the ostensible object of which was to supply the
negroes with labor, but the effects of which could not fail in the
end to corrupt even those whom it was pretended to protect.

He was not, however, allowed time to put this system into
pmctice to any great extent, for on the 16th of December he was
superseded in his command by General Banks. We have already
placed our estimate of Bntler's administmtion on record; we must"~

however, add a few words to what we have already said. It was
he who first systematically organized negro regiments, which sub
sequently rendered such important services to the Fedemls. It
must be acknowledged that this act, so wise and proper-this
very natural employment of men whom the North had just
emancipated and rescued from their old masters-drew upon But
ler more abuse and more attacks than his most tyrannical mea
sure", or the most rotten speculations openly tolemted by him.
So true is it that old prejudices have more power over the mind
of men than simple good sense and the spirit of equity.

Geneml Banks, whom we have already met on seveml battle
fields, was one of those officers who seemed predestined to ex
perience striking reverses, but who, even in the midst of de
feat, al ways suceeeded in conciliating public opinion by personal
bmvery, and ended finally by tiring out adverse fortune. He
was, moreover, a respectable politician and a distinguished exec
utive officer.
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He had been ordered, as we have before remarked, to endeavor
to join Sherman in front of Vicksburg by ascending the Missis
sippi. But on his arrival at New Orleans, he found that he had
not sufficient forces to undertake such an expedition. He, there
fore, merely sent General Grover, with about ten thousand men,
to occupy the town of Baton Rouge, which was to become the
base of operations of his future campaign against Port Hudson.
It had just been fonnd out, in fact, that the Confederates had
turned this place into a formidable obstacle, which it would re
quire a large army and a powerful fll'.et to ovel-come.

While waiting for the proper time to devote himself to this
great task, Banks bethought himself of extending his positions in
the district of Lafourche, and of dispersing the Confederate forces,
which were again threatening him in that direction, before ascend
ing the Mi~issippi. Weitzel, having but few troops with him,
had been obliged to abandon Brashear City, and had taken a
strong position at Thibodeaux and at the railway bridge on Bayou
Lafourche. The Confederates had taken advantage of this to re
turn to the neighborhood of Brashear. They had not occupied
that town in a permanent manner, but they were in force at Bayou
Trehe, and determined to dispute its possession with the Federals.

Two works, connected by a species of stockade, defended the
course of this river near the village of Pattersonville, and a
steamer-the CbUon-whose guns were protected by bales of cot- .
ton, had full control of the river above this point. Weitzel left
Thibodeaux on the 11th of January, 1863, with his brigade for
Brashear City, where he overtook a naval division consisting of
four gun-boat'!. These ships were under command of a distin
guished naval officer, Captain Buchanan, brother of the one who
served under the Confederate Bag, and who had taken the Virginia
into battle for the first time.

The infantry was taken on board; the artillery and cavalry,
having been left on the other side of the Atchafalaya, ascended
the left side of the T~che between this river and the lake. On
the 13th the Botilla appeared before Pattersonville. The obstacle
which the Confederates had raised in this place was insurmount
able. It consisted of a boat sunk crossways, resting upon the
sC3ffolding of an old bridge; the guns placed on the enemyl's
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works commanded all the approaches by water. The CoIion was
I'tationed on the other side of the bar in such manner as to join
her fire to that of the guns posted along the shore.

The attack was nevertheless determined upon. At seven o'clock
on the morning of the 14th the three Federal yesscls, the ChlIwun,
the Ki'TUt7Tlan and Estrella, ascended the T~he, whilst the Diana
was conveying over to the left bank a body of troops which had
been landed the day before on the opposite side. The Eighth
Vermont, being the fil'8t to laud, was to endeavor to attack the
principal work of the Confederates in the rear, while the flotilla
should attract their entire attention. In the mean while, the
troops which had remained on the right bank were to make a
circuit for the purpose of occupying some point on the margin
of the T~he above the obstacle, so as to cut off all retreat to the
steamer Cotton, the destruction of which was to be accomplished
at all hazards.

Buchanan, full of ardor, arrived in presence of the enemy long
before the land-forces, and began the attack without waiting for
them. The gun-boats were received by a terrific fire, which swept
their decks, covering them with dead and wounded. A torpedo
exploded under the hull of the Kimrrnan, without, however, caus
ing any serious leak. But the dread of these fearful engine;
stopped two of the Federal vessels. Buchanan, on board the
Calhoun, did not permit himself to be intimidated, and, immov
able on the bridge of his vessel, steered it direct against the en
emy's works. A shower of balls fell around him, and he was
800n mortally wounded. But his daring had not been without
effect. Whilst he was thus occupying the enemy, the Eighth
Vermont reached the gorge of the work, and captured the breast
works by which it was defended. The garrison, entirely occu
pied by the naval combat, did not even make an effort to resist
this new attack, but dispersed at once. The f'AIlhoun was re
leased. The Confederate artillery fell into the hands of the as
sailants, and the Cotton retired slowly up the T~he, but she en
countered the troops that had gone to waylay her above the place
of the combat. Her crew, seeing no hopes of saving her, set her
on fire, and after landing on the opposite shore tumed the burn
fng hull adrift. The Confederate troops numbered not over fif-
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teen hundred men, forty of whom were taken prisoners. The
Federals had about two hundred men disabled, and did not push
their success any further. The naval force, deprived of its com
mander did not renew the attempt to surmount the obstacle
placed in the vicinity of the fort; the expedition returned to
Brashear, and thence to Thibodeaux. We shall see this same
Bayou Trehe becoming the object of another and more import
ant campaign a few months later. But we must now turn our
attention in another direction.

We have shown how Grant's expedition in the interior of the
State of Mississippi failed in consequence of the excessive length
of his line of supplies, which was easily destroyed by the cavalry
of Forrest and Van Dorn; how that of Sherman failed before
the obstacles that lay on the borders of Chickasaw Bayou, and
how the Federals had subsequently indemnified themselve.'3 for
these two reverses by the capture of Fort Hindman. Finally, in
concluding our review of the operations of which the regions ad
ioining the Mississippi were the theatre at the close of 1862, we
have pointed out the small expeditions undertaken west of New
Orleans. It remains for us now to relate the last effort that the
nmfederates, still cherishing the remembrance of the invasion of
Kentucky, made to wrest from the Federals the State of Tennes
8ee, and the sanguinary battle which closed the year 1862 on the
heights of Murfreesborough.



CHAPTER II.

THE PARTISANS.

SINCE the capture of Fort Donelson, the Federals had occu
pied the central portion of the State of Tennessee. The

Confederates, who had once before made an unsuccessful attempt
during the short campaign of Shiloh to wrest it from them, be
lieved themselves for a brief season masters of it when Bragg
invaded Kentucky. The city of Nashville, owing to the stub
born resistance of its garrison, had alone escaped; the surround
ing country had been given over to incursions of their cavalry,
which had cut all the railroads connecting the Federal armies
stationed ncar the Mississippi with the Northern States, leaving
them only the course of this river itself through which to obtain
their supplies.

Buell's army, now commanded by Rosecrans, and that of Grant,
were, in a strategic point of view, but the two wings of a single
army, designed to operate between the Mississippi and the Aile
ghanies. They were dependent upon each other, as the troops
of Price and Van Dorn, which the Confederates had left before
Corinth, were connected, despite the distance, with those that h:Jd
invaded Kentucky under Bragg. The Richmond authorities haJ
committed a serious error in thus dividing their forces. If, in
stead of fighting the fruitless battles of Iuka and Corinth, and
massing a large army under Pemberton in front of Grant, they
had left the tai'k of hara."8ing the latter entirely to their rnvalry,
and had given two or three additional divisions to Brugg, thi...
general would undoubtedly have occupied Louisville, and prob
ably destroyed Buell's army on Green River. The forces of
Priee and Van Dorn, too numerous to remain on the defensi\"£',
were not suffieient to enable the Confederates successfully to
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assume the offensive at the southern extremity. of their line;
beaten ill two bloody encounters, they were not even able to pre
vent Grant from sending reinforcements to Buell, which, by
giving him a great numerical superiority, ensured the success of
the Perryville campaign. But shortly after, the Federals com
mitted the same mistake, and also divided their forces in order to
advance by the Vicksburg road and that of Chattanooga at the
same time. 'Ve have already seen how this error caused the
reverse sustained by Grant on the Yallabusha. 'Ve shall show
the danger to which it exposed the army of Rosecrans, on the
other hand, and the helpless condition to which the latter was
reduced, after having escaped the danger by a dearly-bought su('~

cess. At the time of which we are speaking, the two armies, one
of which was entering Tennes..'lee after the battle of Perryville
and the other of which had been repelling the attacks against
Iuka and Corinth, were therefore closely connected. They cov
ered each other mutually, and Grant could not be at ease regard
ing his rear in Western Tennessee, unless Nashville should be
occupied by friendly forces. Consequently, as we have elsewhere
observed, Rosecrans' first thought, on assuming the command of
the army, was to relieve the small garrison stationed in that city.

In order to follow him, we must take up the thread of our
narrative from the end of October-that is to say, two months
before the sanguinary reverse of Chickasaw Bayou. The army,
which had just conquered at Perryville, was at last about to enter
the State of Tennessee under it" new chief. At this juncture it
dropped the name of the army of the Ohio, as if to show its deter
mination henceforth to leave that rivcr far behind, and assumed
the more appropriate designation of the army of the Cumberland.
The new recruits it had found at Louisville had raised its nomi
nal force to nearly one hundred thousand men, but the long
marches through a country destitute of. water Roon incrCl.l.'>ed the
number of sick and stragglers; ten thousand men in the hospi
tals, twenty-three tholL'mnd absent either with or without leave,
reduC(.'<! the number of soldicrs present for active scrvice to sixty
five thousand. Rosecrans retained the division of his for(J('.8 into
three army corps, designated as the right wing, the centre and the
left wing. The old centre, comprising three divisions, became
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the right wing, and was placed under command of McCook; the
right wing, consisting of three divisions, remained under Crit
tenden, becoming, however, the left wing; finally, the left wing
be<'ame the centre, and was increased to four divisions; ~IcCook

transferred the active command of it to Thomas, who had per
formed the undefined duties of sel:ond in command under Buell.
Gilbert, who had previously commanded the centre, was instructed
to protect the communications of the Federals in Kentucky with
the tenth division. On the 30th of October, the day OJ .R0se
crans' installation, the army of the Cumberland was stationed
along the line of the Memphis and Louisville Railroad from
Glasgow Junction to the famous intersection at Bowling Green.
On the 4th of November, McCook took up his line of march with
his army corps to relieve the' garrison of Nashville, which was
then seriously menaced. In fact, Forrest and Morgan, at thc
head of five or six thousand mount~d men, were overruning Ten
nessee, and, counting upon the fame of their former exploits to
worry their ad"ersaries, were then both marching upon the capi
tal of that State.

The raids of the Confederate cavalry under these two officers
exercised so great an influence on the general conduct of the cam
paign that we must describe them in detail, to give a succinct
narrative of the rapid and devastating inroads of this cavalry
across regions into which the regular armies of the Confederacy
could no longer penetrate; we will follow them withont interrup
tion till the close of the year 1862, resuming the recital of the
battles which these regular armies had to fight at the same period
in the next chapter.

The two guerilla chiefs, who had distinguished themselves with
a handful of adventurers in 1861, were now C3ch at the head of
nearly three thousand mounted men, all armed with rifles, who
could fight both on foot and 011 horseback. They had, more
over, several batteries of light artillery. These two small corps
were perfectly organized and in a condition to rely upon them
selves. 'Ve have alr~ldy seen them at work preparing the pre
liminaries of Bragg's offensive campaign into Kentucky by
means of audacious expeditions.

Forrest, whose soldiers had been sorely tried by the disaster of
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:nac~Iinnyille, had not been able, like Morgan, to tnke an active
part in that campaign. But the promotion to the rank of gen
eral had rewarded him for his brilliant exploit at l\Iurfreesbor
ough, and his band, increased by the volunteers, who were as
much attracted by his faults as by his abilities, finally numbered
three thousand men, giving his force the strength of an actual
division. Meanwhile, the seat of war had been removed inte
Kentucky. Forrest remained in Tennessee; he O\'errnn the cen
tre of that State; he did not, however, succeed in doing much
damage, m08t of the small Federal garrisons, dlip6ts and convoys
having been placed in safety by Buell, under the protection of the
guns of Nashville and Fort Donelson.

'Ve left Morgan in Kentncky, where, during the month of
September, he shared the fortunes· of Kirby Smith's army corps.
Wben Bragg retired to the south-east, after the battle of Perry
ville, Morgan remained in that State in order to emburrus." Buell's
movements, and oblige him to weaken himself by numerous de
tachments. He lwquitted himself of this ta."k with his usual
skill, its fulfilment being rendered very easy by the exhaustion
of the enemy's cavalry. In fact, the Union armies of the \Vest
exhausted their supplies of horses much faster even than those of
the East; and most of the Kentucky horses having been curried
off by the Confederates, the Federals had been unable to obtain
fwh supplies since their fruitless pursuit of Morgan at the end
of July. They were not in a condition to cover both their front
and flanks, whilst, through the connivance of the inhabitants of
Sonthem Kentucky and Tennessee, the movements of Morgan
anll his lieutenants were wrapt up in the most profound mystery.
It was to be expected, therefore, that they would appear sometimes
at one point, sometimes at !lnother; and, as it would have been too
late to send reinforcements to the point" menaced, it was necessary
to place a small garrison at each important station and at every·
prominent railway bridge curable of resisting a first assault.
This parcelling out of forces, whieh at times reduced the number
of combauJ.llts engaged in regular operations by one-half, did not,
however, secure to the Federals anything more than the posses
sion of the ground which they occnpied.

Morgan, therefore, who had full confidence in the mobility of
VOL. II.-31
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his troops, remained in Middle Kentucky long after Bragg's re
treat. On the 17th of October, nine days after the battle of Per-

. ryviIIe, he was still in the neighborhood of Lexington, with three
thousand cavalry and six field-pieces, and repulsed the attacks of
a small body of Federal troops which had imprudently advanced
in that direction. The next day, another detachment of about
three hundred mounted men having also ventured within hi5
reach, Morgan surprised it, eaptured the entire force, and did not
hesitate to suddenly enter the town of Lexington itself. After
remaining in possession of the place for a few hours, instead of
retiring eastward or southward, he took the direct route to the
west, and marched upon Versailles. At this point he divided
his force in order the more easily to avoid the Federals. A por
tion of his cavalry proceeded south-eastward by way of Uich
mond and Mount Vernon. On the 23d of October, the day
when Bragg was passing from Kentucky into Tennessee, these
troops were attacked by Colonel McCook at the pass of Big Hill,
and left a considerable number of prisOl,ers in the hands of the
Federals. On the following day, the 24th, we find another de
tachment at the other end of the State forcing the passage of
Green River at Morgantown after a brief engagement.

For fifteen days Morg'dn disappeared from the scene of action.
He had been assembling his men in the valley of the Cumber
land, and had rallied around him the numerous partisans who
were masters of that region since the 1st of October, when they
had routed a Federal detachment commanded by Colonel Stokes
at Gallatin, Tennessee. He was not, however, to remain long in
active. The Confcderates, responding to the appeal of the popu
lation of Nashville, which was ardently secessionist, had conceived
the idea of taking the garrison of that city by surprise, while Buell
was not within reach to succor it. In the early part of October

.Anderson's brigade had already made some demonstration in
that direction for the purpose of feeling the enemy; bllt General
Palmer, who had remained at Nashville with his brigade and
that of Negley, attacked Anderson on the 7th of October at La
vergne, and compelled him to retire. Shortly after, Forrest reap
peared in the neighborhood, destroying all the ways of communi
cation which might at any time be of service to the Feder.ll~,
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shutting lip the latter closer and closer within t.he limits of the
capital of TenneflSee. On the 20th of October a portion of his
troops encountered a regiment of Union cavalry on the borders
of the Cumberland, a little below the town. After losing a few
men, the Confederates were obliged to recross the river. But
Forrest returned to the charge on the 22d; assembling his forces
and marching upon Nashville by the left bank, he drove the Fed
erals back into their lines of defence. These entrenchments could
not have snstained a long siege; their profile was slight, and they
were not sufficiently extended for the garrison; the guns they
mounted were not sufficiently numerous, and they only rested
upon a small work closed at the gorge, Fort Negley, crowning a
height near the Lavergnc road. They were, however, sufficient
to keep Forrest's troopers at a distance.

This general, therefore, before attempting a serious attack,
waited for the arrival of Morgo-an, whose assistance he had re
quested, and some reinforcements of infantry, with which he ex
pected to be able to carry that obstacle by storm. Finally, on
the 4th of Noyember, the day when McCook started for :Nash
ville, everything was ready for the assault. Forrest, who was
encamped south of the town, near Lavergne, on the Murfreesbor
ollgh road, had been joined by the Kentucky brigade of Roger
Hanson, and two regiments from Tennessee; Morgan was posted
at a short distance north, on the right bank of the Cumberland.
The Confederates took up their line of march in the evening, and
in the middle of the night, toward two o'clock in the morning,
the Federal outposts were driven hack on both sides of the river.
But the garrison was on its guard. A regiment was sent to meet
Forrest in order to draw him within range of the guns of Fort
Xegley; and the fire of this work soon stopped the assailants,
who tried in vain to dismount its guns without venturing a near
approach. Meanwhile, Morgan, hoping to surprise the Federal
post which guarded the large railroad bridge over the Cumber
land, made a vigorous att.'lck upon.it with his eavalry and one
field-piece, the only one he had brought along. But he was
promptly repulsed, and fell hack upon Gallatin, leaving a flag in
the hands of his adversaries.

On his side, Forrest had retired in the direction of the Frank-
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lin road, and Palmer had pUJ'8ued bim with bis rovalryfor a dis
tance of more than twelve kilometres. Seeing this small body
of troops venture so far, the Confederates determined to make
them pay dear for their imprudence; concealing themselves be
hind a rise in tbe ground on the left, they allowed the Federals to
pass, and then tried to cut off their retreat, but in vain. Palmer's
infantry and artillery followed his rovalry close; and when For
rest presented himself to bar their passage, his soldiers, finding
that they bad too large a force to contend with, soon gave up the
contest.

Palmer returned to Nashville, which he was henceforth certain
of being able to dcfend; nor had be long to wait for the assist
ance which had been promised him: for the vanguard of McCook
entered the works which Morgan had unsuccessfully attacked the
day before, in the afternoon of the 6th. Forrest, on receiving
these tidings, quickly fell back in a south-westerly direction.

After this combat a fcw weeks elapsed, during which no en
gagement took place between the two armies. Tbe greater part
of Rosecrans' forces was concentrated around Nashyille; he only
left two or three divisions north of tbis town, which were neces
sary to secure his communirotions. The others, sheltered under
tents, or in improvised barracks among the hills by which the
ropital of Tennessee is bounded on the south, were reorganizing,
drilling the recruits recently arrived from the North, and receiv
ing arms and equipments, while the commissary department W11S

collecting large supplies of provisions, mafJru!l and ammunition
in the d6p()ts of Nashville, in view of the winter rompaign that
Rosecrans had determined to undertake.

Bragg's army, on the other hand, bad completed the long and
painful march it had commenced after the battle of Perryville.
It had left the territory of Kentucky on the 25th of October.
Kirby Smith had again entered Tcnnessee by way of Cumberland
Gap, and the rest of the Confederate troops by passes sitnah.,<l
more to the west. His soldiers bad scarcely reached East Ten
nessee, fatigued, badly off fo; shoes and discouraged by the un
lucky issue of a campaign which had commenced under such flat
tering auspices, when they were obliged to start off ~aain. They
had no time to lose if they wished to retain some of the aovan-
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mgt'S they had gainetl during the last campaign and save Middle
Tennessee. Forrest and Morgan alone could not dispute the pus
~ion of this rich country with RoseCl~ns; if he wa.~ allowed
to advance once more as far as the positions he had oreupied in
the month of July, the central point of Chattllllooga would again
be menaced, and the armies which covered the Alleghanies on one
side, antI the course of the Mississippi on the other, would no
longer have been able to support each other. Bragg, therefore,
determined to transfer the scene of the forthcoming campaign as
near Nashville as possible. I..eaving Kirby Smith in East Ten
nessee, he led the remainder of his army to Chattanooga, and
thence to Murfreesborough. He established his headquarters and
principal d~p~ts in this village, extending his camps on the right
and left of the railroad from Caneville to Eagleville. He thus
made sure of giving effective support to Morgan and Forrest,
who were only waiting his instructions to attempt new raids along
the line of the Federal railroads. He threatened Nashville at the
same time, and held himself in readiness to move forward to sep
arate from Kentucky that portion of Grant's army which Price
had vainly sought to dislodge from Corinth. Meanwhile, his
troops went into winter quarters, where they at last found the rest
they so much needed. Polk's corps occupied the centre of the
Confederate positions; that of Hardee extended to the left; while
the extreme right was covered by Kirby Smith, who had come
from East Tennessee by the Knoxville and Nashville turnpike,
and had sent one of his two divisions, under McCown, to join
Polk's troops. The cavalry, which was closely pressing the Fed
eral pickets, was thus distributed: the two independent corps of
}[organ and Forrest, one on the extreme right, and the other on
the extreme left; 'Vheeler's and Wharton's brigades, which were
not separated from the main army, along his front, one at
L:noergne and the other at Nolensville.

We shall leave the army in this position for a moment, to fol
low' once more the bold troopers who had already rendered it
8uch es...ential service. Their ta8k, on this occasion, was the more
important because the Federal cavalry, remounted, reorganized
and commanded by an energetic officer, General Stanley, had un
dertaken to relieve Rosecrans' army from that kind of investment
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which luid already so many times paralyzed its operations. The
Louisville and Nashville Railroad, destroyed during the fall, wa.~

at last, after much labor, about to be put again in running order
along the whole line. The completion of this line would render
Rosecrans once more free in his movements; but it was above all
necessary to protect him against new devastations.

The skirmishing warfare, which had been interrupted £or a
short time, was rfflumed during the latter part of November.
On the 10th a detachment of Federal infantry repelled at Rural
Hill, east of Nashville, the attack of a body of guerillas which
had tried to capture a convoy destined for the left wing of the
army. A few days later, Morgan, having sent part of his
cavalry on a reconnaissance along the right bank of the Cum
berland, was attacked by Colonel Kennett, who captured all the
booty which the Confederates had collected, and drove them to
the other side of the river. On the 27th, this same Colonel Ken
nett, crossing over to the left bank, defeated a Texas regiment which
had ventured as far as the vicinity of Nashville", and pursned it
toward Franklin, in Tennes...~. In short, on the same day sev
eral brigades of Federal infantry, leaving their camps near that
city, made a forward movement in the direction of MnrfrCffiborough.
General Kirk dislodged Whecler from Lavergne; Sheridan and
Colonel Roberts drove the Confederates back upon Nolensville alld
the Charlotteville tnrnpike; finally, Colonel Hill had a success
ful engagement near Hartsville, on the Cumberland, with a party
of Confederate troopers who had captured a Federal convoy.

On perceiving these movements, whieh denoted fresh activity
and improved organization on the part of the Federals, .Morgan
could not remain inactive. He took the field, and commenced his
operations by one of those fortunate bold strokes which he knew
80 well how to conceive, and always executed with so much au
daeit)". The Federal division of Dumont, of Thomas' corps, was
fltationed at Gallatin and in the village of Castalian Springs,
where it CO\'cred the right bank of the Cumberland. In order
to accomplish his Ulsk most thoroughly, Dumont sent about two
thousand meu, under Colonel Moore, to occupy Hartsville, an im
portant crossing of the Cumberland, of which the Confederates
had already many times availed themselves in their incursions on
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the right bank of the river. The village of Hartwille is situ
ated about two kilometres north of the right bank i it is separated
from it by a rather steep hill, the approaches of which are inter
spersed with woods, its summit bare, and which, terminating ill a
peak above the waters, commands the ford connecting with the
Lebanon road; it is bounded on the east and west by two ravines.
Colonel Moore ()C('upied it with three regiments of infantry,
the One Hundred and Sixth and One Hundred and Eighth Ohio,
the One Hundred and Fourth Illinois and the Second Indiana
cavalry. Forgetting that he was exposed to sudden attacks on
the part of a shrewd and determined foe, or perhaps thinking
that the inclemency of the season would render such attacks im
possible, he had not cut down a si"ngle tree nor turned up a
t>hovelful of earth to prepare the defences of a post naturally
very strong, and which it would have been easy to render im
pregnable. Morgan, always well informed regarding the position
of his adversaries, resolved to take advantage of their negligence.
In the afternoon of December 6th he left the neighborhood of
Caneville at the head of' thirteen or fourteen hundred men, his
brigade of cavalry, composed of four small regiments, IJaving been
reinforced by a battery of artillery and some detachments from
two regiments of infantry, the Second and Ninth Kentucky.
This small band, braving the cold and the snow, made a night
march of more than forty kilometres, and reaehed the borders of
the Cumberland before daylight. On nearing the river the force
was divided; one detachment crossed it above and another below
Hartsville. Notwithstanding the steepness of the banks and a
swift current of deep, freezing water, the passage was promptly
and seeretly accomplished. The detachment which had crossed
higher up, making a large circuit, so as to surround Hartsville,
came up to join the rest of the band west of this village at eight
o'clock in the morning. Morgan at once advaneed upon the Fed
eral camps. The surprise of the latter was complete, and they
had harely time to form where they stood, while their grand
guards were captured or driven into the ravine by which their
position was bounded on the west. Finally, they succeeded in
getting into line along the edge of this ravine in front of the
Confederates, who ol'Cupied the opposite side. The sharpshooters
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of both parties descended to the bottom, where a brisk encounter
took place. The Federals, however, being unskilfull)" handled,
soon lost the advantage of the defensive position they occupied.
In his anxiety, Colonel Moore left his soldiers, to go to the rear
to bring up his two field-pieces, and during. his absence his line
fell back. It still rested upon the woods, and one of the guns
opened fire upon the enemy's left, which had crossed the ravine.
1\Iorgan's artillery, however, was not l'low in recovering the ad
vantage. Moore was trying to take his soldiers to the rear to
rally them on the summit of the hill, but unfortunately he thus
caused them to abandon the sheltering positions which had pro
tected them, and their retreat was rapidly changed into a rout.
He had scarcely reached the open summit, which was aIr'rod)"
ploughed by the enemy's missiles, when he found himself sur
rounded by a panic-stricken crowd. He gave up all further at
tempts at resistance; and finding at last an officer, from whom he
borrowed a handkerchief, he fixed it on a bayonet in token of
capitulation. "Thill' he was thus surrendering, the One Hundred
and Sixth Ohio, which had remained in the woods, continued the
combat, but this handful of men, being soon surrounded on all
sides, was obliged to surrender in its turn. After fighting an
hour and a half, Morgan and his thirteen hundred men had in
their hands two thousand prisoners, with their arms, two guns,
their tents and provisions. The infantry that had participated in
this succC'ss belonged to regiments which less than a year pre
vious had capitulated at Fort Donelson, and the hope of effacing
this sad remembrance had increased their ardor and doubled their
strength. Morgan started off again without l06ing a moment's
timC'. His troopers took behind them the m06t fatigued among
their prisoners. The wounded, who numbered about one hun
dred and fifty on each side, were left at Hartsville, and the Con
federates retired so rapidly as to escape from Geneml Dumont,
who had hastened from Gallatin with some troops at the first
news of the fight. The next day the two thousand prisoners
arrived safe at 1\lurfrecsborough, where they were released on
parole.

At the same period, the pickets of both armies were continuing
to feel each other south-e'.lSt of Kashville, ami the Federals, in
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proportion as they felt stronger, pushed reconnaissances in the
dire<.-tion they intended to follow, as soon l\'l their preparations
were ~mpleted. On the 27th of November, Sill's division thus
advanced as far as Lavergne, where it enc..'Ountered some partisans,
with whom it exchanged a few shots. Another engagement took
p1a(.'e at the same point on the 9th of December. On the 12th,
General Stanley, with some regiments of cavalry, surprised the
Confederate pickets at Franklin, took possession of this village,
and d('Stroyed all the clep(}ts and mills which served to supply
Bragg's army.

It \Va." evident, however, to the Confederates that Rosecrans
was about to undertake operations on a much larger scale. It was
important to be prepared either to forestall him by assuming the
offensive in advance of him, or, after waiting for him, to take
advantage of a first suecess to hoist the Confederate flag in sight
of the capitol of Nashville. Bragg's army received the recruits
and ma.thiel needed to repair the losses of the last campaign.
It was placed under the chief command of an officer calculated
to inspire entire confidence, and before whom Bragg himself
bowed in unmurmuring submission, and who might perhaps
have brought back victory to the Confederate side if his authority
had not heen more nominal than real. On the 24th of November,
General Jd>eph E. Johnston, scarcely recovered from the severe
wonnd he had received at Fair Oaks, was placed as commander
in-chief over Generals Bragg, Kirby Smith and Pemberton. He
reached Murfreeshorough on the 4th of December, where he es
tablished himself, leaving Bragg in immediate command of the
troops. A few days later, the President came in person to visit
the army in its cantonments and to raise its hopes. Confidence
was then great, and no one doubted the final success of the
Confederacy. Improvised festivities marked the presence of
l}J,vis in the midst of the army; the sufferings of the war were
for 8 moment forgotten, and a large number of officers took
advantage of this momentary lull to get married. Most conspic
uous among them was the brilliant Morgan, still more admired
slnre his exploit at Hartsville; and as if to impart a stronger
tinge of romance to his union, he requested the nuptial benedic
tion of Bishop Leonidas Polk, who, on this occasion, laid a.'iide
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his lieutenant-general's epaulettes and put on for a day his
episcopal robes.

Meanwhile, Grant's march in pursuit. of Pemberton caused
serious alarms to Mr. Davis and his advil'Crs. They did not
agree as to the means to be used for assisting Pemberton. John
ston, rightly believing, as we think, that the greatest danger to the
Confederacy would he the defeat of Bragg, was opposeJ to any
attempt to weaken his army, and had asked, as we have before
said, that a portion of the army of Arkansas, whieh unfortu
nately was not under his command, should be sent to the relief
of Pemberton. Mr. Davis thonght otherwise. Holm~, at Lit
tle Rock, received, instead of formal instructions, a simple recom
mendation to detaeh a part of his forces eastward, and the Presi
dent., interfering in person, took from Bragg's command Steven
flon's division and one of McCown's brigades, amounting to
about nine thousand men, who were despatched to Vicksburg.
These troops did not reaeh Pemberton for more than three weeks,
when Grant had already resumed his march toward Memphis;
and it may be affirmed, without exaggeration, that if these troops,
instcad of moving in this manner, had been on the battle-field of
Murfreeshorough, the issue of that contest would have been very
different from what it was. The news of their departure, which
was soon communicated to Rosecrans, contributed, no doubt, to
induce the latter general to undertake shortly after the campaign
of which we shall presently give a narrative.

The first care of the Confederates was to conreal their weak
ness, to menace Grant if pOB.'lible and to prevent Rosecrans at all
llazards from sending him reinforcements; in short, in the eyent
of his invading Middle Tennessee, t.he campaign, although strictly
defensive, was nevertheless to be preluded by cavalry raids. It
was necessary to strike at the communication of the army of the
Ohio, 80 as to paralyze it if victorious, and haras8 its retreat if
vanquished. Forrest and Morb'1ln plaeed them..elves once more
in the saddle. The former was to operate at first as nCflr Nash
ville as possible, and thence to proceed into 'Vestern Tenne;sce to
destroy the railroads by which snpplies were obtained for the
army, at the head of which Grant hart just lett Corinth, to pene
trate into the South. In the mcan while, Bragg, for the thinl

\,
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time in six months, pushed Morgan into Kentucky, with direc
tions to carry once more the axe and the torch into the midst of
Rosecrans' dep6ts.

Forrest profited by the skirmishing that took place in the
neighborhood of Nashville, between the 9th aDd 13th of De
cember, to disguise his movement from the Federals. Marching
toward the south-west, he followed nearly to 'Vaynesboro' the
Xashville and Eastport Railroad, which was then abandoned, and
on the 13th of December he crossed the Tennessee at Clifton.
He then found himself in the district of East Tennessee, near
the network of railway lines through which Grant's army re
ceived its supplies. We shall leave him there, for we have given
an account of this part of his expedition in the preceding chap
tcr. It is sufficient to state again in this place that after destroy
ing considerable portions of the railroad and taking a large
number of prisoners, Forrest was himself completely beaten at
Parker's Cross-roads on the 31st of December. He crossed
the Tennessee at Clifton immediately after, and, carefully avoid
ing the Federals, rejoined Bragg's army about the same time as
Morgan.

The latter set off a few days later than Forrest. Throwing
small partil'8 of cavalry in different directions, so as to mask his
movement'l, he crossed the Cumberland at Gainesville (or Gaines
borough), and occupied the village of Glasgow, in Kentucky, on
the 24th of December. He had thus avoided the vicinity of
~rans' left wing; and without meeting any other foe than
the small garrison of Glasgow, which he soon compelled to beat
a retreat, he found himself in close proximity to the principal
line of the Kentucky railways. This line leaves the banks of the
Ohio at Louisville; running directly south, it reaches the village
of Elizabethtown, after passing through a tunnel of consider
able length and crossing the chain of hills which separates the
wat('rs of Salt River from those of Green River, and cro.,,"es the
latter water-course at Munfordsville; a little beyond this point,
at the Mammoth Cave station, formerly frequented by tourists in
consequence of the celebrated caves, the principal line inclines to
the south-west, whilst a branch of it follows the original direction
as far as Glasgow. At Bowling Green, on Big Barren River, we
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find another branch of the same: the Louisville and Nashville
Railroad, which we have followed from the first of tlu!Se two
cities, resumes a southerly direction, and, after forming an angle
toward the ea.'It leading to the village of Gallatin, it reaches the
capital of Tennffisee, on the banks of the Cumberland. The
other line is the Memphi!:l and Ohio Railroad, which, extending
to the south-west, reaches the banks'of the Tennessee by way of
Russellville, Clarksville and Dover. The Federal general Gil
bert was charged to protect these railway tracks. It was a diffi
cult task in presence of such a foe as Morgan, who was at the hmd
of more than three thousand mounted combatants. Gilbert had
under his command, more or less directly, his old division, the
Tenth, and a large number of depots, detachments and incomplete
corps, which occupied a considerable extent of ground, but were
imperfectly connected; these forces, comprising twenty-four regi
ments of infantry, nine regiments of cavalry and three or four
batteries of artillery, did not amount to more than eight or ten

thousand men in all. The important pass of Munfordsville,
carefully fortified in remembrance of the disaster in September,
was occupied by Colonel Hobson with six regiments of infantry
and two of cavalry. The large stores collected at Elizabethtown,
and the important tunnel which lies in the neighborhood, were
only guarded by a single regiment, the Ninety-first Illinois, re<le!ntly
enlisted and commanded by Colonel Smith. The entrenchments
and block-houses which were to cover this post and the bridge of
Bacon Creek more to the south were not completed. The bri
gades of Craddock and Reed, with two regiments of cavalry,
were at Lebanon under Colonel Hoskins. Baird's division, con
sisting of six regiments of infantry, was at Danville, and Wool
ford's brigade of cavalry at Greensburg, on Green River, abo\""e
Munfordsville. Morgan, with his light and compact body of
troops, fully relied upon his ability to pass through all these sep
arate detachments and effect his escape before they had time to
contrive any plan for crushing him.

The news of his arrival at Glasgow was hronght to Munford.....
ville by a small bony of mounted troops, the Second MiclJigan,
which had followed in his tracks from Gallatin. Hobson imme
diately sent his three regiments of cavalry to wakh him. They
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fell in with him on the 25th at Bear Wallow and Green's Cha
pel, but were unable to prevent his taking possession of the rail
way track, which he destroyed immediately. Morgan, making a
feint ~<rninst Munfordsville, which he considered impregnable,
described a circuit around that plaee, and struck the railroad
again more to northward, at Bacon Creck bridge. He captured
the palisaded camp, with all the troops which defended this
bridge; and being now eertain of having the start of any force
that might be sent from the south in pursuit of him, he quickly
proceeded toward Elizabethtown. On the morning of the 27th
he surrounded this village and the small garrison stationed in it.
The latter, having no fortified place of shelter, took refuge in the
houses, where Morgan bombarded it without any regard for the
inhabitant", who were, however, thorough secessionists. He then
began the attack, but at the first volley of musketry the Federal
soldiers, without hl*'ding their commander, in a cowardly man
Del' hoisted the white flag. Five hundred prisoners and a large
amount of provisions fell into Morgan's hands; the men were
released on parole and the materiel destroyed. Before leaving
their conquest the rough Confederate partisans plundered all the
stores, stripped the prisoners of their garment'! to clothe them
selve', and did not even respect the sick in the hospit:ll.

~Ieanwhile, Harlan's brigade of infautry, which had been sent
from Munfordsville in pursuit of them, was approaching'. :Mor
gan resumed his march; he began by capturing another small gar
ri'!On iu a palisaded camp at Sulphur Ford bridge, burnt this
bridge, crossed over aurl destroyed the tunnel, Rnd finally reached
the other side of the hills in the valley of Salt River, where he
expected to levy contributions, and, above all, to procure fresh
horse; for his cavalry. Taking the direction of Burd"town, he
slackened his march, for he knew well that the destruction of
the railroad and telegraphic wires would paralyze the movements
of the detached bodies of troops scattered all around him. In
fact, these various detachments were tl-ying in vain to approach
each other, while avoiding a serious conflict with an enemy supe
rior in numbers to each of them. On the 29th, whilst Harlan's
brigade was reaching Eli7.abethtown, Morgan was approaching
Bardstown, and his scout.'l were already in Fredericksburg. But
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fearing to be caught betwcen the troopl'l of Baird at Dam-iIle and
those of Hoskins at Lebanon, he suddenly retraced his stept',
passed through Hayesville and encamped at Rolling Fork. On
the 31st he erossed the Muldraugh Hills, which lie south of Leb
anon, and re-entered the valley of Green River. Baird, at Dan
ville, made no effort to meet him; Woolford, at GrPensburg,
seemed to have no sUl'lpicion of his being so near him at Camp
bellville. Hoskins alone started in pursuit of him with all his
forces. He left Lebanon on the 31st, crossed the Muldraugh
Hills on the 1st of January, 1863, and after a forced man:-h
reached Green River bridge, which the rear-guard of the enemy
had just passed on the !lame evening. On that very day Morgan
passed through Columbia and entered the valley of the Cumber
land. He was now out of reach of his enemies; and whilst Hos
kins halted his exhausted soldiers before Columbia, he quietly
proceeded through Jamestown to join the left flank of Bragg's
army in the positions which the latter had just taken on Duck
River, as will be seen presently. This new expedition was thllil
accomplished without the least opposition; but it could not have
been producth'e of great results, unless the fortune of war had
declared in favor of the Confederates on the battle-field of Mur
freesborough. Their retreat, on the contrary, rendered Morgan's
raids almost fruitless.

The Federals on their side were determined that their ad,'er
!laries should not enjoy all the advantages of these incuf8iolll',
and at last decided to imitate them. General Carter, an intelli
gent and energetic officer, was directed to organize a raid on the
Confederate railroads at the very time when Forrest and Morgan
were taking the field. At the beginning of this work we spoke
of the great artery which connects the two importnnt centres of
Lynchburg and Chattanooga, under the name of the Virginia
and East Tennessee Railroad. This railway follows throughout
the whole distance one of the small valleys formed by the par
allel ridges of the Alleghanies j it was then the only dire<'t com
munication between Virginia and the slave States of the South
west, between the ~'lpital of the Confederacy and Bragg's army.
As this line is separated from the Kentucky districts by se,'eral
mountain ridges, where the partisans carried on hostilities far
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from the large armies, it seemed to be protected against even the
most daring of sudden attacks. The principal of these chains is
tha.t of the Cumberland Mountains, whose precipitous slopes and
lofty defiles were, at the time of which we speak, covered with a
thick layer of snow and ice; it marks the frontier between Ken
tucky and Virginia, separating the basin of the Cumberland from
that of the Tennessee. This was the railway line, so important
and so well protected by nature and the season, that the Federals
resolved to strike and destroy as their first attempt at a raid.

Eleveu hundred troopers, bold and resolute, picked from sev
eral regiments, were assembled near Manchester, a village sit
uated at the foot of the' mountains and at the entrance of the
plain of Kentncky. On the 25th of December they took up their
line of march under General Carter, carrying absolutely nothing
but such provisioM as could be placed upon their saddles.
They soon penetrated into the mountains through War Gap, and
crossing the first ridge descended into the gorges of the Cumber
land at Mount Pleasant. A few log huts scarcely justify the
appellation of "Mount Pleasant" given to this village; and the
Federals found no resources in those rugged valleys, the inhab
itants of which, few and poor, .were, moreover, bitterly hostile to
them. Nevertheless, on the evening of the 28th, they at once
began to ascend the road, dangerous at that season, which leads
into Virginia across the Cumberland Mountains. No enemy was
looked for in that direction, and the passes were entirely un
guarded. This night~march, despite the cold, wa.'! successfully
accomplished. Allowing his horses only one hour's time to feed,
Carter, after descending into the valley of Jonesville on the
morning of the 29th, proceeded up the smaller ridge of Powell's
Mountains, and entering the State of Tennessee reached the bor
ders of Clinch River before sunset. Both men and hoTS<'8 were
exhausted. Some rest was taken; each trooper ate his last bis
cuit, then jumped into the saddle to follow the indefatigable gen
eral, who bad already given the signal of departure. Success was
the prize of speed. That night saw the Federals cross the silent
and gloomy gorges of Clinch Mountain; their column, almost
constantly at a trot, emerged before daybreak into the rolling
land which forms the undulating valley which is the central drain
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of the Alleghnnies. Every now and then some farmer, armed
with a rifle, perceiving, not without surprise, the long file of hos
tile troopers, would place himself in ambuscade within range of
the road they had to follow. A shot was fired, the ball mO.'lt fre
quently whistling by without hitting anyone; occasionally a man
would fall. The wounded soldier was picked up, and the march
continued without stopping to avenge him. Finally, after fol
lowing for a considerable distance a road adjoining the frontier
line of Virginia and Tennessee, Carter reached Blountsville at
eleven o'clock on the morning of the 30th. The object of his
expedition was now evident; it was the destruction of the rail
way which passed near this village. 'Consequently, his march
was accelerated as he approached this objective point. He pro
ceeded toward a station formerly called Union, which the Con
federates had named Zollicoffer, as the former appellation clashed
with their political prejudices. It was guarded by three hundred
mounted men, under Major McDowell. This officer, having but
an indefinite idea of the approach of the enemy, and not wishing
to believe the report, was proceeding alone in search of informa
tion regarding the Blountsville road, when he was met bJ Gen
eral Carter, marching with an escort in advance of his column.
McDowell was captured; and finding the Federals in such foree,
he sent to his soldiers an order to surrender without resistan~.

Carter thus took possession of the large wooden bridge which
spans the Hobston River near the Union station. He hastened
to burn it; then, after releasing his prisoners on parole, he fol
lowed the railroad southward, taking care to destroy the track.
The cross-ties were piled up together, forming so many fires, upon
whi(~h the rails were heated to be twisted out of shape. The
Federals afterward got possession of a second bridge, thrown
across the 'Vatauga River, which they 8180 burned. They thO>'
rendered a section of sixteen kilometres entirely unserviceahle,
which, being comprised between. two burnt bridges, formed a gap
which could not again be thrown open to traffic so long as ODe of
these two bridges should not be reconstructed. This interruption,
which was the main object of the enterprise, was destined to cau>e
serious inconvenience to Bragg's army, especially when it would
have to fight a great battle involving the necessit)" of repairing
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its losses in men, arms and maUrie!. From that moment the
Federals had nothing else to do but return as quickly as possible
into Kentucky. They accomplished this difficult retreat success
full)', the Confederates having no force in the neighborhood ca
pable of resisting them. On the 31st of December, when they
recrossed the Hobston River at Kingsport, they had but a few
shots to fire, and on the 2d of January, 1863, Carter, crossing the
Cumberland Mountains, re-entered a friendly region with all his
troops. He had left behind him a considerable number of dead
and lame horse>, but the dismounted troopers had followed their
comrades on foot; and the expedition, after having accomplished
seven hundred and fifty kilometres in nine days, had only lost
two men killed, five wounded and fifteen prisoners. The charm
which hitherto seemed to have. paralyzed the Federal army was
broken. Carter had opened the way in which Streight, Grierson,
Kautz, Kilpatrick, Stoneman and Sheridan were to follow him,
D(~t without glory, although with varied fortunes.

The recital of these preliminary operations was necessary in
orq.er to exhibit the great war which engages our attention in all
its aspects. We may now resume the narrative of the more im
portant events of which, at the same period, the banks of Stone
River were the theatre.
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CHAPTER III.

MURFREESBORO UGH.

CHRISTMAS day of 1862 found the two armies of Bragg and
Rosecrans quietly settled in their cantonments. Bnt both sides

were preparing for the struggle. The Union general was at last
in a condition to resume the offensive. The railroad, which had
been reopened for a month past, had enabled him to coiled, both
in Nashville and in his camps, the nwJhoiel and provisions required
for a campaign which the season would render very severe. He
wanted for nothing in the matter of food, arms and wagons.
His artillery had its full complement, and his cavalry was well
mounted; the young soldiers of which the cavalry was composed
were beginning to learn their business, under the direction of
the indefatigable Stanley, and it was in a condition to render him
the services he expected from it. The numerous recruits who
filled up the ranks of his infantry had also been drilled, and the
new regiments had been, as far as possible, brigaded with soldiers
already broken in to war. His army numbered forty-six thousand
combatants, comprising forty-one thousand four hundred and
twenty-one infantry, two thousand two hundred and twenty-three
artillerists with one hundred and fifty guns, and three thousand
two hundred and sixty-six cavalry. It was divided, as we have
said, into three corps, under Crittenden, Thomas and McCook.

On the morning of December 26th, which was cold and rainy,
this army emerged at last from its inaction. In forcing this
apparent inaction upon it, Rosecrans had not only given it time
to recover strength, but he had drawn Bragg toward him, and
was now able to attack him without exp08ing his army to the im
mense difficulties it would have had to encounter in a long winter
march beyoud Nashville. In order to be able to advance as far
as Chatt.·1Dooga in the spring, it was necessary to fight the enemy's
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army first; and whatever might be the issue of the battle, it was
better for the Federals that the struggle should take place at the
commencement of the campaign. Rosecrans selected the moment
to take the field when he saw Morgan and Forrest both engaged
far away from Murfreesborough, because their absence deprived
the Confederates of their superiority in cavalry, which had
proved hitherto so useful to them.

Bra","g had not changed his position. Polk's corps and three
brigades of Breckenridge's division of Hardee's corps were at
Murfreesborough; the remainder of the latter corps, comprising
a brigade of Breckenridge and the division of Cheatham, formed
the left wing, which was statiOIled at Eagleville, about thirty-two
kilometres west-south-west of Murfreesborough, on the road from
Nashville to Shelbyville; the right wing was placed at Reads
ville, twenty kilometres east of that point, and consisted of Mc
Cown's division, detached from Smith's corps. These two wings
were thus slightly refused. But on the left Hardee had sent
from Eagleville, on the Nashville road, a division charged b>
watch the Federals; it was posted near the village of Triune, and
orenpied Nolensville, a little beyond that point. The outposts,
which were advancing as close to Nashville as possible, were
ordered to fall back in case the Federal army assumed the
offensive.

The latter was put in march by three different roads, leading
from Nashville in a south-easterly and southerly direction. The
right wing, under Thomas, took the Franklin road; McCook,
with the centre, that of Nolensville; and Crittenden, on the left,
that of Murfreesborough. The right and left thus flanked the
position occupied by Hamee at Triune, ready to unite in a com
bined attack upon him if he sought w hold that position. If he
should fall back upon the remainder of the enemy's army, Thomas
and McCook were both to bear to the left and approach the road,
followed by Crittenden, in order to present themselves simulta
neously with him before Stone River, a small stream which covers
?tIurfreesborough, aud on the borders of which Bragg could not
fail to stop if he desired to defend those cantonments.

The last conjecture proved to be correct. McCook encountered
Hardee's pickets a short distance from Nashville, and his heacls
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of column took possession of Nolensville after a sharp enga",oe
ment, in which they lost seventy-five men, and at the end of
which they captured one gun. McCook continued his march,
but was delayed by a thick fog, and did not reach Triune until
the 27th. Hardee had left this village the day before, and all
his army corps was already far advanced on the rood to Murfrees
borough. Crittenden on the left, advancing slowly, so as to
allow McCook time to feel the enemy, reached lAlvergne on the
evening of the 26th, after exchanging a few musket~shots with
the enemy's skirmishers. The next day he reached Stewart's
Creek, and his cavalry, by a bold ffianoouvre, succeeded in carry
ing the bridge thrown across this water-course before the Con
federate brigade entrusted with its defence was able to destroy it.
Thomas, on the right, finding no one in front of him, approached
the other two corps; one of his divisions, under Negley, joined
Crittenden at Stewart's Creek on the 27th; the other, under
Roul'Seau, encamped on that day at Nolensville.

On the 28th the whole of the Confederate army was united in the
neighborhood of Murfreesborough; according to Bragg's report, it
only numbered thirty-five thousand combatants all told. Three
brigades of infantry, three batteries of artillery and four or five
thousand horse had remained behind for the purpose of watching
the Federals and delaying their movements by fighting them in
detail. Rosecrans was obliged to grant complete rest to the greater
part of his troops during that day; if he had led them as far as Mur
freesborough without interrupting their march, he would have ex
posed himself to the necessity of fighting with fatigued troops, and
his wagon-trains would have stuck in the mud in the cross-roods,
which the torrents of rain had broken up under the soldiers' feet.
He had, in fact, but a single railway, that which Crittenden had
followed from Nashville, hy which to approach Murfree>borough.
The other two corps, in their efforts to concentrate, had struck into
bad roads, which it was frequently necessary to widen at the ex
pense of the thick brushwood by which they were borderedJ there
by greatly delaying the march.

As the Federals were approaching MurfreesboroughJ it is
proper that we should devote a few words to describing the
ground the possession of which was to be 80 obstinately dis-



MURFREESBOROUGH. 501

pntal. Stone River is a tributary of the Cumberland; emptying
into it a little above Nashville, it runs from south-east to north
west, following a parallel direction with the railroad and the
Murfreesborough turnpike, which run a few kilometres from the
left bank. It receives on that side the waters of two principal
streams, Stewart's Creek, which we have already mentioned, and,
higher up, Overall's Creek. The latter tributary lies at a distance
of eight kilometres from Murfreesborough, in the direction of
Nashville. After crossing it, the road and the railroad, which are
only separated by some few hundred metres from each other, ap
proach the valley watered by Stone River. They reach its borders
after a course of three kilometres, follow it for a distance of four
kilometres, and end by crossing each other-the turnpike passing
east of the railroad; finally, crossing the river over two bridges
very near each other, they reach the village of Murfreesborough,
one kilometre beyond. Before passing under these bridges, Stone
River runs from south to north. Above its confluence with
O\'erall's Creek, the river is almost everywhere fordable even in
winter. The ground comprised between Stone River and Over
all's Creek formed the battle-field on which the two armies were
about to meet. It is a slightly-rolling plateau, with a clayish
soil, in which the roads are tortuous and easily broken up, and the
clearings alternate with thick and almost impenetrable copses.
The chief growth of these copses is the red cedar, a species of
juniper plant of pyramidal shape, the blackish foliage of which
rovers all the ground, which the industry of man has not yet re
claimed, with a dark and heavy verdure. Three roads traverse
this plateau after crossing Overall's Creek, and c.onverge upon
Murfreesborough. The first, near Stone River, is the Nashville
turnpike, a wide and straight road, the only practieable one for
an army, then the bad and narrow road which at the hamlet of
Wilkinson's Cross-roads branches off from that of Nashville and
Shdbyville, which has already been alluded to, and, farther yet,
the Franklin and Murfreesborough road, which runs directly
from the west, crossing Overall's Creek near its source.

On Sunday evening, the 28th the Federal army, after having
rectified it" positions, found itself massed upon two roads; Mc
Cook, who continued to occupy the Nashville and Shelbyville
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road, had the main body of his troops in the vicinity of Triune.
Thomas had joined Crittenden~s corps on the causeway from
Nashville to Murfreesborollgh, not far from Stewart's Creek~

and had taken position behind him. The entire army Wab

put in motion on Monday morning, the 29th. On the right,
McCook reached Wilkinson's Cross-roads, where he halted the
greater part of his corps, but his ad ,'anced brigade, under
Woodruff, having taken the Murfreesborough road, which the
remainder of the troops were to follow the next day, arrived that
very evening on the margin of Overall's Creek; it took posseg;;ion
of the bridge thrown acros." the stream, and titus secured a com
modious outlet to the plateau we have just dCSl.·ribed, for the
right wing of the army. The left wing, owing to the facilities
afforded by the turnpike and the railroad, advanced still farther.
Crittenden, after crossing Stewart's CrePk, pushed on with all
possible speed, followed by Negley's division of Thomas' corps,
the other division of the same corps under ROUS.<;eall having re
mained near Stuart's Creek to wait for its wagon-train. Palmer's
division, which was in advance, soon met the Couf<..oderate out
posts, and, without allowing them time to burn the turnpike and
railroad bridges on Overall's Creek, secured the means for easily
crossing this stream, as McCook had already done on the right.
Palmer, pushing his heads of column in the direction of Murfrees
borough, threw himself at last, at a distance of five kilometres from
this village, upon a line of breastworks which lay across the road,
and behind which the Confederate skirmishers had been promptly
rallied. The thick wood of red cedar which stretched out in
front prevented him from forming a correct idea of the positions
and strength of the enemy; but the officers of the signal cor~,

having ascended a neighboring height, whence they could see the
buildings on the outskirts of Murfreesborough, notified their
chief that the enemy seemed to be on the point of evacuating
that place. Misled by this information, Crittenden took Har
ker's brigade of Wood's division to the left, and caused it to ford
Stone River on a line with the positions before which Palmer
had halted, in order to avoid the nC<'~S8ity of crossing this water
course in sight of the enemy, and to reach Murfreesborough on
the side which was easiest of approach. Harker had scarcely got
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on the other side of the river, when, falling UpOD the outposts of
Breckenridge's division, he surprised ODe regiment, which he put
to flight after capturing some prisoners. The statements made
by these prisoners, however, showed that Bragg's army, far from
thinking of retreat, was entirely massed between the Federals
and )Iurfreesborough, and Harker, ghid that he had not advanced
farther, took advantage of the increasing darkness to recross
Stone Ri\'er. He fell back toward the bivouac-fires of Critten
den's corps, who had massed his three divisions, with that of
Negley,oD the right and left of the road, at about seven hundred
metre> from the positions occupied by the enemy.

On the evening of the 29th the Federal army was therefore
divided into two sections, which were separated by a considerable
interval. Crittenden's corps and Negley's division, from twenty
two to twenty-three thousand men, were in presence of the Con
federates on the Nashville and l\Iurfreesborough road, Rousseau's
division having remained on Stewart's Creek, about twelve kilo
metres behind. The other body of troops consisted of l\IeCook's
divisions, which had halted at Wilkinson's Cross-road'!, .about
three kilometres on this side of Overall's Creek, the bridge over
which was in Palmer'8 hands, and eight kilometres from Critten
den's troops. The position of the four divisions which found
them.<;elves alone facing Bragg was not without danger. In fact,
on the evening of the 29th, the whole Confederate army was
under arms, ready for fight and massed within a narrow space in
front of l\Iurfreesborough. Its camps had been struck, its bar
racks abandoned, and all its materiel, collected around the l\Iur
freesborough station, could be speedily loaded to follow its move
ments. Hardee's corps was on the right bank of Stone River,
Breckenridge occupying the front line in the positions that Har
ker had reconnoitred, with Cleburne behind him. Polk's corps
oreupied the left bank; Withers' division, placed in front, because
it had not been engaged since the battle of Shiloh, rested on the
river, lay across the railroad and the turnpike, a little above the
point of intersection of these two lines of communiffition, and
extended southward across the 'Vilkinson road; it thus formed
on that side a sinuous line, adapted to the irregularities of ground,
which stretched as far as the Franklin road. Cheatham's divis-
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ion was in scc'ond line behind Withers; still more to the left and
in the rear was McCown's division of Smith's corps, which had
arrived from Readsville, and was to cover Polk's flank in elSe

McCook should debouch by the Franklin road. Bragg had thus
five divisions in hand, which he himself estimated at thirt)· thou
sand infantry and artillery: Wheeler's brigade of cavalry, with
a portion of Pegram's, had started on the 29th for the purpose
of hara."8ing Rosecrans' rear and capturing his wagon-trains;
'Vharton, with two thousand horse, cleared the front of the army.
Bragg had no more reinforcements to expect; if he was to as
sume the offensive, it was essential for him to do so on the morn
ing of the 30th, when he had but twenty-two thousand men before
him. It was the easier for him to avail himself of this advan
tage, boomse, being near the point of junction of all the con
verging roads followed by the Federals, he could concentrate his
forces upon any portion of his line with much greater rapidity
than the latter. But having overrated their number, he waited
the whole of the 30th to be attacked, and thus permitted them to
ma."s.all their forces to fight on the next day the battle they had
already planned.

The following were the movements of Rosecrans' army during
that day. Crittenden remained in the positions he had taken
on the e\'ening of the 29th, leaving Palmer on the road facing
Withers, Wood on the left, along the river, fronting the fords,
which Harker had already twice crossed the day before, and Van
Cleve in reserve. The engineer brigade opened roads leading to
three of the principal fords of Stone River through the thickets
of red cedar. Thomas resumed his regular position in the cen
tre of the army; Negley'o division made a flank march across
the woods to take post on the right of Palmer, and to extend i~

line us filr as the 'Vilkinson road; whilst Rous..,eau, after leaving
two brigades behind, olle at Smyrna and the other at Stemm's
Creek, to proteet those importnnt points, proceeded with the other
two to tnke position in rear of the right of Palmer's division.
l\!eCook on his side hal] put his troops in motion, crossed Over
all's Creek, and was advancing along the plateau, preceded by two
hrigal]c;; of eavalry. Rosecrans' orders directed him to lcave the
'Vilkinson road 8ml bear to the south-east, so as to place himself
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near the Franklin road, facing south and en potence on the line
occupied by Negley. The ground he had to trayerse was dif
fieult, the roads scarce and in bad condition; of this the Con
federates took advantage to delay his march as much as possible.
Toward eyening the musketry firing among the outposts in the
vicinity of the Wilkinson road actually assumed the proportion
of a po8ith'e engagement between Woodruff's Federal brigade
and the left of the Confederate division of Withers. This affair,
which was BOOn interrupted by darkness, cost McCook about one
huncIre<l and thirty-five men in killed and wounded, but did. not
prevent him from getting into line before sunset. A brigade of
eava]ry which had been left at Triune joined him during the
night. The Federal army, therefore, was at last' united and
ready to u...«sume the offensive.

On the evening of the 30th, Rosecrans explained his plan
of attack to his corps commanders. He had ascertained that
the Confederate army lay across Stone RiYer. The hillocks
on the right side, beyond which stands Murfreesborough, were
only occupied by Brcekenridhrc's division, whose encampments
could be distinguished at a distance, for Cleburne had crossed
over tAl the other side of the river during the day of the 30th.
Rosecrans had determined to concentrate as large a force as pos
~ihle in front of. this division. While his right would hold the
enemy in check in case of his assuming the offensive, his left
was to cross Stone River and take possession of the lwights occu
pied by Breckenridge; from this point his artillery was to attnek
the rest of Bragg's positions in the rear, whilst the whole of this
wing, bearing toward the south, would proceed along the river
to drive back the right wing of the Confederates and place itEelf
between the latter and l\furfrccsborough. The conception of this
plan was all the bolder because Rosecrans had overrated the
&rength of his adversary, estimating his forces at fifty thousand
men. Still, he harl a chance of success, for the density of the
forest, which gave the assailant an admntage by enabling him
secretly to concentrate his forces upon a given point, also ren
dered the defence of the right wing of the Federals ea:.,ier, resting
as it did upon impenetrable thicket", while the bare hills occupied
by Breckenridge were exposed to all the power of their artillery.
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In order to execute this movement, the two divisions of "~ood and
Van Cleve were to cross the fords, which had been rendered pass
able by the engineers. The centre, formed by the divi:,;ions of
Palmer and Kegley, and reinforced in second line by Rosecl'llD8'
two brigades, was ordered to remain motionless until the attack
from the left had put the enemy in motion in front.

The right wing was the weakest part of the Federal line. In
fact, McCook, with his corps alone, occupied more than one-half
of this line, say nearly three thousand metres, aeross the "'~ilkin

son .road, and extending as far as the Franklin road. Each of
his three divisions had two brigades in front and one in reserve.
That of Sheridan wa.'! on the left, that of Davis in thc centre, and
that of Johnson on the right. It was probable that, the battle
once engaged, the enemy, whose main forces were on the south
side of Stone River, would attack the right of the Federals in
order to make a diversion in favor of their left. Rosecrans'suc
cess, therefore, depended upon the resistance which this portion
of his army would be able to make; but he had reason to hope
that Bragg, taken by surprise, would not have time to devote a
large force to this diversion, but be soon obliged to defend his
own positions. Unfortunately for the Union troops, thcir topo
graphical officers had neglected to make drawings of this region
of country during the four or five months that Buell had oecu
pied it, so that the Confederates, who wcre perfectly familiar with
it, had thus great advantage over them. The Federal right,
formed in the centre of the woods, was absolutely ibt'J1orant of the
nature of the ground which lay before it, and could not imagine
what was passing behind the curtain of trees which intereepted
its view. Rosecran8, full of anxiety respecting this danger, rec
ommended to McCook to bring to the rear llis extreme right,
which extended as far as the Franklin road, as it was only pro
tected by a single brigade of Johnson's division placed en potrnCf..
He desired that Da,·is should face south-east instead of east, aDd
that the whole of Johnson'8 division should be held in reserve.
McCook, however, availed hilll8Clf of the latitude that had heen
granted him, and did not rectify his position. He felt certain of
being able to maintain himself in it, and promised his chief tc
defend it for at least three houl's.
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But a singular coincidence, which it was impossible to foresee,
frustrated all Rosecrans' plans. After remaining inactive during
the whole of the 30th, and having lost the opportunity of fight
ing the Federals before they had been able to join their forces,
Bragg had suddenly determined to take the offensive on the fol
lowing day-a change of tactiffi which he does not explain in his
report, having been governed by precisely the same inspiration
that had actuated the commander of the army of the Cumber
land. He resolved, like the latter, to mass all the troops he
could spare on his left to crush the right of his adversary, and
then to make a half conversion, so as to take the enemy's line in
reverse. If Bragg had known the intentions of Rosecrans, he
could not have made better dispositions; for instead of being
surprised by an attack on the part of the Union troops, he found
himself fully prepared to strike a blow calculated to interrupt
their manoouvre on the weakest point of their line.

In the struggle which WIl8 thus about to commence with a re
ciprocal offensive, the Federals had the advantage of numbers.
They were forty-three thousand against thirty-three thousand
Confederates; but they had a much larger number of recruits in
their ranks than the latter, who were nearly all experienced sol
diers, schooled in the campaigns of Shiloh, Corinth and Perry
ville. The chaO(~, therefore, were nearlye<lual on both sides,
and Sllccess must fall to the party whose aggressive movement was
the most important or the quickest. In this double Il8pect the
best chances were on the side of the Confederates. On one hand,
the two Federal divisions which were to make the attack did not
numlwr more than ten thousand men, whilst the forces that Bragg
was preparing to hurl against the Federal right, although form
ing also but two divisions, amounted to nearly fifteen thousand
men, with ten thousand more ready to support them. On the
other haud, the Confederates were not obliged, like the Federals,
to cross a river extremely difficult to ford, to approach the enemy's
right. So that Rosecrans, having been the first to put himself
in motion, had just barely time to push a portion of his forces to
the right bank of Stone River, and not to seriously engage the
battle on that side.

Bragg had made every preparation for the conflict during the
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30th. Hardee, leaving Breckenridge alone on the rig})t bank of
Stone River, had, as we have 8Uid, er~ over to the left with
Cleburne's dh'ision, and placing it behind that of MeCown had
taken comllland of these two united divisions. On the evening
of the 30th, therefore, the Confederate army occupied the follow
ing positions: Breekenridge on the right, on the other side of
Stone River; Polk in the centre, between the river and the "'il
kinson road, with Withers' division in first line and that of Cheat
ham in seoond line; Hardee on the left, with McCown's and Cle
burne's divisions under his orders; the first, two brigades of which
had gone to the front, extended to the Franklin road, which grad
ually draws nearer to the other two roads; the second had re
mained in its positions, amI fonnd itself in the rcar a little to the
right of the latter. The convergence of the three roads had en
abled the Confederates to ma."8 their centre and left upon two
lines separated by an interval of from seven to eight hundred
metres; but in proportion as their movement developed itself,
they were to deploy and occupy a more extended front. McCown,
whose pickets were facing those of Johnson and Davis, wa." or
dered to follow the Franklin road to attack the extreme Ft><leral
right, whilst Cleburne, after marching in his rear, was to deploy
on his right as soon as the SUC('('88 of this attack had uncoverro
McCook's centre. Polk, with his two divisions, was to tnke the
offensive at the same time. Breckenridge, remaining in the posi
tions entrusted to him, held himself ready to forward reinforce
ments to the rest of the line. Pegram's brigade of c:1\"nlry scouted
the Lebanon road on the extreme right, along which it was thought
that bodies of troops belonging to the enemy had been seen;
Wharton's brigade extended to the left beyond the line ()('Cupied
by McCown. Finally, 'Yhecler's, nB we have already mentioned,
had started on the evening of the 29th for the purp08e of cutting
off Rosecrans' communi(~tions with Na.'lhville. By this gmt
movement by conversiou from right to left, Bragg was in hopes
of pushing the enemy's army into the north-west angle of the
plateau, and forcing it into a corner between Stone Rh"er and
Overall's Creek.

On the 31st of December, 1862, during a calm and mild morn
ing, Van Cleve's division, of Crittenden's corps, had been en-
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gaged sinre daylight in crossing the fords of Stone River, situated
below the position occupied by Wood; the latter was to cross the
river in front of the locality where he was stationed as soon as
Van Cleve had reached the other side; Palmer and Negley had
placed all their troops under arms; Rous."cau held himself in re
serve along the turnpike, reacly to support either the centre or the
left wing of the army. Rosecrans superintended in person the
crossing of the troops at the head of which he was preparing to
carry out the most important part of his plan. He saw the mo
ment approaching, when he could throw himself, with a vastly
superior force, upon the isolated division which Bragg had left
on that side. But at this juncture the sound of sharp musketry
burst forth on the extreme right. Could Bragg have guessed the
movement by which he was menaced, and ,vas he endeavoring to
forestall it? or was it only one of those encounters between pick
ets, such as the army h,!-d daily witnessed during the last week,
in which a great deal of powder was burnt without much damage
being done to either side? However that might be, there was
nothing to be done but to attack Breckenridge without delay, for
McCook had promised to defend himself alone for the space of
three hours, and it would not require more time to secure some
decisive advantage on the left.

Let us, therefore, leave Rosecrans on the margin of Stone River,
and transfer ourselves to the other extremity of his line, where the
battle had commenced, and where the Confederates, by taking the
initiative, had secured an advantage which they would retain for
nearly the whole day. The slightest inequalities in the ground
between the Franklin road and the Nashville causeway played so
important a part in this sanguinary struggle, that we must here
find room for a detailed description of its configuration. From
the bridges of Overall's Creek to those of Stone River, near
Murfreesborough, the two straight lines formed by the railroad and
the Nashville causeway are seven kilometres in length, and inter
sect each other at a distance of seventeen hundred metres from
the last-mentioned bridges, at an angle of from six to seven
degrees. Proceeding from west to east, we at first encounter some
clearings lying fallow; then, at two kilometres from Overall's, a
patch of woodland extending for a distance of fifteen hundred
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metres in the direction of the road, and one thousand metres in
width. The road runs through the wood, whilst the railway
skirts its edge to the north-east. On the south side the open
lands surrounding this wood rise gradually, and form a rolling
plain, extending from east to west, from the borders of Stone
River to those of Overall's Creek. The first of these water
courses, being made to change its direction by the obstacle which
this undulation of the ground presents, runs away from the line
traced by the railroad, to draw near it RoO'llin lower down, and thll'l
envelops the extremity of those slopes on three sides; at this
point its waters, embanked between two steep acclivities, are of
considerable depth and seldom fordable. In emerging from the
wood the road ascends this sort of plateau, whilst the railroad,
which is only separated from it by a space of one hundred to one
hundred and twenty metres, traverses it in a deep cutting, forming
an obstacle easy to defend. More to westward the slopes become
less precipitous and the plateau widens. Its soil, bristling with
rocks, is covered with thick copses of red cedar; this wood, ex
tending to the east, descends upon the other slope of the plateau,
terminating at a distance of two hundred metres from the cause
way; at the south it extends as far as the Wilkinson road, from
which it twice tums away to make room for two clearings; then
it stretches westward as far as the margin of Overall's Creek.

On a line with its eastern extremity, and at eight hundred metres
beyond the railroad cut, the causeway and the railroad, which
almost touch each other, traverse a small patch of woodland, ly
ing isolated in the centre of the plain, called Round Forest.
Five hundred metf('8 farther, a little to the left, stands a dwelling
whieh was burnt at the time we are speaking of, and was knowu
by the name of the Cowan house. The railroad, which for a rer
tain distance runs along the summit of the acclivity at the foot
of which flow the waters of Stone River, Rtrikes the causeway at
last, intersects it, and turns away from the margin of the river.
The field-works behind which Bragg had established the rentre
of his line were plaero a little beyond this intersection, perpen
dicular to the road. They extended south over small barren hills
as far as the 'Wilkinson road, which at this point was only seven
hundred metres from the Nashville causeway.
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The parallelogram comprised between the Wilkinson road and
the Franklin road formed the southern section of the field of
battle; it was covered with scanty patches of woodland, intersected
here and there by open spaces, some uncultivated and others
lying fallow. The country adjoining the Franklin road was it
self destitute of trees, with the exception of a narrow patch of
woodland, prolonging the southern extremity of the large thicket
of which we have just spoken, across the plain as far as this road.
Here the two roads became separated by an interval of two thou
sand five hundred metres: a very narrow cross-road, known
by the generic appellation of Dirt Road, which connected the
former by winding along from clearing to clearing, presented the
only wagon communication between the two wings of the Federal
army.

Rosecrans' left was m888ed in the kind of peninsula formed by
the angle of Stone River; Wood and Van Cleve were placed in
the rear, to cr08S over to the other side; there was only in front of
the enemy's works Palmer's division, drawn up across the railroad
and resting against Round Forest. Negley, behind whom was
Rousseau with two brigades, extended to the right of the road
and along the eastern margin of the cedar wood. Two of !,heri
dan's brigades, under Roberts and Sill, formed a continuation of
the Federal line along the margin of this wood as far as the Wil
kinson rood; they were supported by Schreffer, with the third bri
gade of the same division. The large interval of two thousand
five hundred metres, which separated this same road from the
Franklin road, was only occupied by the other two divisions of
McCook's corps. Davis' left and right, formed by Woodruff's
and Post's brigades, were in the woods; Carlin's was between the
two, a little in the rear, in a clearing where the artillery of the
division had taken position. Johnson, as we have already said,
occupied the extremity of the Federal line; Kirk's brigade was
ranged in front of the strip of woodland extending to the Frank
lin road, while that of Willich was placed en potence parallel to
this road, with one regiment entirely drawn back and facing the
west; the third brigade of this division was posted upon the
Dirt Road at a considerable distance in the rear. The front of
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the Federal army thus extended for more than five kilometre!,
along which L'Ommunications were rather difficult.

The movement of Bragg's left wing had commenced at the same
time as that of the Federals on Stone River; but McNair'a brigade
having failed to take the place during the night which Hardee
had a..""igned to it in the front line on the right of McCown's
division, the attack was not made until after seven o'clock in the
morning. McCown, crossing over to the left of the Franklin
road, deployed in the fields for the purpose of flanking the ex
tremity of Johnson'" positions; Cleburne followed him close on
the road. The Federals were not expecting such an attack, but
the open country which lay before them enabled them to perceiw,
at a distance of about eight hundred metres, the compact lines of
the enemy advancing silently and resolutely toward them. The
soldiers were in their tents, the offilJCrs scattered; General Willich
was with his chief, McCook, and the artillery horses had been
taken out to water. All hastened to get under arms; each reg
iment assembled in front of its camp without waiting for order:"
and the line of battle was formed at random. The Federal troop;
had scarcely taken position when the three brigades of McCown'a
division, Rains on the left, Ector in the centre, McNair on the
right, opened a terrific fire upon them. The fighting was carrie'll
on at a short distance and without shelter; every shot told. The
Confederates advanced at every new discharge. The Federal
artillery, posted near the road, ploughed their ranks in vain; they
pressed forward, and finally reached Johnson's line, the positions
of which he was trying in vain to rectify. The two forees were
for a moment mingled, and fought hand to hand amid a mO&
ketry-fire which struck friends and foes alike. Johnson's flOl
diers held their ground, for they had already passed through
many murderous struggles; but they could not long withstand
the impetuous rush and the numerical superiority of the assail
ants. Their line was pierced in many places; the guns, deprived
of horsc8, fell into the hands of the Confederates; regimen~

fought in small groups without any ,oonnection between them.
Willich, who had hastened up on hearing the fire of musketry,
was madc prisoner, and his brigade routed; Kirk's brigade, which
was still resisting, saw its flank thus uncovered, and was subjected
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to an enfilading fire, which compelled it to a speedy retreat. The
Federals were driven back upon the clearings situated west of the
~ood and north of the Franklin road; Johnson's third brigade
came to their assistance too late; it was swept away in it'! turn by
the C~nfederate general Liddell, commanding the left of Cle
burne's division, who had deployed on McCown's right. This
first combat diel not last more than three-quarters of an hour.

The 8(mnd of battle, as we have said, had reached the ears of
Rosecrans just as he was commencing his movement at the other
extremity of the line.

The remnants of Johnson's division were faIling back in disor
der to the west in the direction of Overall's Creek; they soon
met Wharton's Confederate cavalry, which, prolonging to the
left the movement of McCown's, fell upon their Bank and cap
tured more than a thousand prisoners, several guns and much
camp furniture. Hardee had recommended his two division
commanders to bear to the right as soon lL., the extremity of the
enemy's line had been driven in, but McCown, carried away by
the heat of the battle, pursued the troops he had just' routed in
their flight westward. Liddell took the same direetion, followed
by Johnson's brigade,* which also belonged to Cleburne's divis
ion. During this time the other two brigades of this llL.,t dlvis
ion, DUller Polk and 'Vood, executed the movement of conver
sion prescribed by Bmgg, for the purpose of striking the Federal
di"ision of Davis in front and in flank at the same time, and
they thus left a space which grew wider and wider between them
and the right of Johnson's brigade, posted on their left.

Davis had been allowed time to form his troops, and he re
cei"ed without flinching the onset of Cleburne's two brigades,
which, being obliged to extcncl themselves, attaeked him in a sin
gle line. He repulsed their first lL'lsaults; but attacked on the
right by Liddell and Johnson, his troops were exposed to a con
verging fire which rendered it impossible for them to preserve
their position. Post's brigade, whieh was in 1110st danger, was
dispersed, and in its turn uneo"ercd that of Carlin. This gallant
officer encouraged the soldiers under him by his example, and

* TbL. ConfL>derate brigade of John~on must not be confounded with the Fed·
enl divillion of his naml!sake.

VOL. 11.-33
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arrested for a considerable time t.he effort of Cleburne j but death
was committing terrible ravages around him. The Federal guns,
the gunners of which had nearly all been killed, were silenced,
and he found himself obliged to yield ground. He led his bri
gade back in good order to the vicinity of a dwelling situated on
a hillock and surrounded by fences, which had been converted
into a hospital. The guns remained on the ground in the power
of the enemy. Woodruff's brigade, placed on the left of Carlin,
fllllowed his movements.

The hospital presented a point of resistance to the Federals, of
which they energetically availed themselves. From this com
manding position they enfiladed Liddell's and McNair's brigades,
which had ventured too far, inflicting upon them severe losseo.
Hardee, feeling the danger he would incur by extending his lines
on the left, gathered all his forces to break down this new n'Sist
ance. Cleburne, after joining Johnson, vigorously charged W000
ruff's positions in front with three brigades, and then debouched
into the Wilkinson road near the point where this road passes
between two woods. The Confederates deployed in front of
Sheridan's right and commenced an attack upon Sill's brigade;
following the clearillgs~ they turned one of the woods which cov
ered the front of this portion of the Federal line. Whilst the
combat was thus extending from the left to the right of the assail
ants, McCown had at last succeeded in executing his movement
of conversion, and the two brigades of McNair and Liddell,
turning north-eastward, marched against the hospital, around
which the largest portion of Post's brigade had rallied. Every
thing gave way before such an effort. The hospital was captured,
not, however, without great losses, and the whole of Davis' divis
ion was driven back upon the skirts of the cedar wood lying
beyond the Wilkinson road. The brigades of Rains and Ector,
which had the longest distance to march in order to accompli~h

the movement, had not even had time to participate in this new
success.

It was a critical moment for the Federals. They had lost the
entire part of the battle-field situated south of the Wilkinson
road. Johnson's division, entirely scattered, rallied with difficulty
far from the scene of action. Wharton's Confederate cavalry,
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which had started in pursuit, was only stopped by the timely in
tervention of the Fourth regiment of regular cavalry, which, by
a successful charge, prevented it from seizing the wagon-trains
loaded with ammunition, provisions and the wounded, and even
the guns, with which the Wilkinson road was crowded in the rear
of the battle-field. Davis' division, driven back to the other side
of this rood, could only re-form in the midst of the thick cedar
grove where it had found shelter. Bragg's plan was carried out
from point to point, and his entire left wing, under Hardee,
formed a regular line, which, facing n9rth-north~ast, already
threatened to take the centre of the Federal army in reverse.
The Confederate commander, being desirous to make a decisive
effort, had instructed Polk an hour before to put his two fine
divisions in motion: That of Withers occupied the front line
behind the breastworks, between the Wilkinson and Nashville
roads, his four brigadE'S being deployed in the following order
from left to right: Loomis, Manigault, Anderson and Chalmers
along the railroad; five hundred metres behind the latter in soo
ond line was Cheatham, whose four brigades, under Vaughn,
Maney, Stewart and Donelson, were also deployed and ready to
support him. In order to facilitate the command, Polk had en
trusted the right of these two lines to Cheatham and the left to
Withers. The attack would thus be made by two masses, each
CQmposed of four brigades, with a front of two, by two deep.
Cheatham was to attack Sheridan, whose right was already men
aced by Cleburne; Withers to engage Negley and the right of
Palmer, formed by Cruft's brigade. However, before we proceed
to describe this new attack, we must go for a moment to the
opposite extremity of the line, where the patient and tenacious
commander of. the Federal army was attending to the execution
of his plan without suffering himself to be excited by the dis
tant booming of the cannon which thundered on his right.

A first despatch of McCook had arrived a little after eight
o'clock to inform him of the attack made upon Johnson, but this
message did not announce the defeat of the latter-a defeat which
was not yet known at the headquarters of his corps commander.
McCook had promised to hold out for three hours; if he could
only gain two, the diversion attempted against him by Bragg
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would only tend to favor the counter-movement of the Federals.
Rosecrans, therefore, merely sent an order to McCook to defend
the ground entrusted to him foot by foot. Being convinced that
the attack he was about to make on the left would compeD.-~te

for all the checks his right could experience, Rosecrans saw noth
ing in this news but an additional reason for hastening the mo\-e
m('nt from which he anticipated a dreisive victory. Van Cleve
was already on the other side of Stone River. 'Vood was pre
paring to follow him, when the noise of the battle which was

being fought on the l('ft, and to which each person around the
general-in-chief was anxiously listening, seem('d to grow louder and
to draw nearer. The rattling of musketry became more and more
distinct and the cannon was silent, for the Fedeml guns were in
Hardee's hands, and those of the Confederates had been unable
to follow the mpid movement of their infantry; but when the few
field-pieces that had escaped the disaster reopened fire, their dis
charges resounded pminously as far as the enclosed valley into
which the Federal l('ft wing had descended to cro:;s the waters of
Stone River. At the same moment a second despatch from
McCook informed Rosecrans at last of the rout of the right wing.
The Federal commancler resolved at once upon what coun;e to pur
sue. It was no longcr a question of trying to repair the reverse
of the right by a sucre"s achieved on the left, bnt mther to "ave
the army, the whole of which was in jeopardy. There was not
a mom('nt to lose in order to stop the enemy, who was already
threatening to cut off his communications and drive him back
upon the borders of Stone River. The right wing must be suc
cored without delay, and all the forces massed on the left wing
pushed forward to oppose the victors.

The moycment which Roset'rans had been urging a moment
before was countermanded, and the troops who were marching
northwardly, facing about, turned toward the south in the diM'
tion of the cedar wood, the density of which concealed from
view the combatants engaged on the right wing. RoS{'('ran5 had
brought back Van Cleve to the left side of Stone River, and
sent him along with 'Vood's division to the point where the
Nashville road cro~ses the rolling plain we ha\'e already men
tioned, the defence of which was of paramount importance; for

.,-
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if the left wing of the enemy, taking advantage of its success,
should seize this position, the Federal army would be completely
turned. 'Vithont waiting for the execution of these orders, Rose
emns started at full gallop in the direction of his centre, called
thither by a new battle which had just begun.

Withers' division had, in fact, attacked the Federal positions
on that side with a fierceness equal to that of Cleburne and
McCown, but it had not obtained the same success as the latter.
Sheridan, who had been expecting this attack since daylight, was
fully prepared to receive it. Sill on the right, Hobertson on the
left, were posted along wooded slopes and among rocks, whence
they commanded several large cotton-fields, which the enemy
would have to cross without shelter; their batteries were planted
in the most prominent positions, whilst Schleffer's brigade stood
ready to support them.

It was about the time when Cleburne was stopped in front of
the hospital, that Polk made his great attack upon the Federal
centre. The left column, under Cheatham, marched ~o-ainst

Sheridan; Loomis' brigade on the left, that of Manigault on
the right, bravely advanced amidst a shower of balls and shrap
nels which thinned their ranks. They compelled the Federals
to abandon a portion of the ground they occupied, but they had
scarcely taken possession of it when they found the"!selves ex
posed to a still more furious fire than at first. Loomis was
wounded, and his brigade, after a desperate struggle, was driven
back; on the right Manigault had also been repulsed with con
siclemble losses. Cheatham pushed his second line forward,
Vaughn's brigade resumed the fight on the left, and that of
Maney on the right, but this attack was. fruitless, although fully
as 8anguinary as the first. Sheridan \Va,> in the midst of his sol
diers, whao>e efforts he directed with the quick glance of a warrior
who knows how to turn the least·obstacles to account. Just as
Vaughn's troops were beginning to give way, Sill, bololy resum
ing the offensive, charged them at the head of his soldiers, and
drove them back in disorder. In this short space of time the
OJnfederatc brigade lost one-third of its effective force. But the
heroic Sill, a victim to his 7.eal, fell mortally wounded in the
very midst of the enemy's battalions. Maney's brigade, which
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Cheatham had hurled on the right, became engaged with Rob
erts' troops without gaining ground; it had not, however, been as
completely repulsed as those of Loomis and Vaughn.

But a fresh danger was about to compel Sheridan to surrender
to the Confederates part of the position which they had so UD
successfully attacked in front. Davis had jIL',t been dislodged
from the hospital, and his whole divison, as we ha\'e said, was
violently driven back upon the Wilkinson road. Polk's and
Johnson's brigades, of Cleburne's division, struck the extremity of
Sheridan's line, where stood Sill's soldiers, scarcely recovered from
a too-dearly-bought success; and almost at the same time, Liddell's
and McNair's troops,. extending on his right, in pursuit of Davis,
who was in full retreat, thre:ltened to surround him completely.
But neither himself nor his soldiers felt disconcerted on finding
themselves in this dangerous situation. Instead of allowing him
self to be carried away by the movement of his neighbors, he did
not hesitate to make, under the very fire of the enemy, a change
of front, which enabled him to preserve the important position he
occupied with the least possible loss of ground. He could Dot
abandon this position ,vithout uncovering the centre of the army,
as he had himself been uncovered by the rout of the right. The
cedar wood, the eastern margin of which he had so successfully
defended, .extended to the Wilkinson road at the south-€aSt, but
the southern border soon receded again, to make room for a
square-shaped clearing; it was upon this receding margin of
the woods that Sheridan resolved to rest his new line, facing south.
His left still lay joined to Negley's right, which he thus continued
to proted, and he only abandoned the extreme end of the wood,
which stretched out as far as the 'Vilkinson road, where he ran
the risk of being surrounded. In order to effect this conversion,
he brought the brigades of Sill and Schreffer to the rear, and, as
soon as the Confederates started in pursuit of them, Roberts'
brigade made a vigorous charge upon them, thus freeing the
wood and enabling the other two brigades to effect their change
of front; after which the former came in its turn to take posi
tion alonbrsidc of them. Shortly after Cheatham's first attack
upon Sheridan, Withers, on his right, had directed one of ~j8

brigades, under Anderson, against :Negley's Federal division, in
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conformity with Bragg's instructions, who desired that the battle
should be gradually extended from the left to the right. But
this isolated brigade was received by a terrific fire, and the Fed
eral artillery, excellently handled, caused such destruction in its
ranks, that it was soon obliged to fall back upon Stewart's bri
gade, of the second line, which had just come to its assistance.
One of its regiments alone, the Thirteenth Mississippi, out of a
total of less than four hundred men, lost sixty-two killed and
one hundred and thirty-two wounded. This figure will suffice
to convey an idea of the losses sustained on both sides in these
combats, fought between two woods amI almost muzzle to muzzle.

It was nine o'clock when Andersou commenced the attack;
about half an hour later, Sheridan, being menaced by Cleburne
and Cheatham at once, fell back· in order to secure a better posi
tion. From this position his artillery flanked a portion of Mc
Cown's troops, which had attacked his right wing. His shells,
bursting in the rear of the Confederate ranks, gave Hardee to
undeI'!>iand that he could not advance further without danger, and
that, before following up his successes on the extreme left, it was
necessary for him to overcome the formidable adversary who by
his tenacity paralyzed the whole movement of the Conft.'<lerate
army. While bringing back his extreme left for the purpose of
dislodging Sheridan, he requested Bragg to order the troops form
ing the Confederate centre to snpport him, and Withers received
an order to attack the Federals posted in front of him with all

. his forces.
About this time, half-past nine o'clock, the movements ordered

by Rosecrans, for bringing the troops IlllI.'!sed on the left into line,
commenced. Thomas had posted Rousseau's division along the
northern margin of the cedar woorl, behind Sheridan, so as to sup
port him in case of necessity. Van Cleve's division deployed on
his right, between the wood and the railroad, and, still more to the
right, was placed Harker's brigade of 'Vood's division, the latter
general remaining in reserve with his other two brigades. The
engineer brigade occupied the highest point of the strip of land
through which the railroad passes in a cut. This important posi
tion could not have been entrusted to a body of troops more wor
thy to defend it. A.s a glance at the map will show, the new line
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extended from south-east to north-west, in front of the K ashville
road, and in rear of the cedar wood, the eastern extremity of
which was still occupied by Sheridan, the remainder, on the west
side, being full of the debris of the divisions of Johnson and
Davis.

These movements, however, could not be accomplished with
sufficient rapidity to prevent the Confederates from obtaining new
successes. Rosecrans had proceeded in person to the I ine occu
pied by Negley, on the Nashville road, On his arrival there the
combat was resumed with renewed violence. The four brigades
forming the right column of Polk's corps were executing the
order issued by Bragg. Whilst Stewart, having rallied Ander
son's scattered troops, was renewing the assault lloouinst Kegley,
Chalmers, supported by Donelson, was ad vancing through the open
space, in the midst of which stood the Cowan house, and, follow
ing the road, vigorously attacked Palmer's division. The battle
wa'> now going on along the whole line. On the left wing,
Hardee, after recalling McCown's brigade, which, as we have said,
had taken too eceentric a direction, attacked Sheridan's division
with his entire corps, flanking it on the west, despite the change
of front which the latter had effected. This gallant troop was
obliged to perform a second manreuvre, still more difficult than
the first, in order to avoid being taken in flank, but it had a
skilful and determined commander, who was resoh·ed to dispute
every inch of ground and kecp his lines unbroken. Falling back
a few hundred metres before the enemy, who was pressing him on
every side, he ordered his two brigades on the right to face to the
west, and they thus found themselves back to back with Negley's
dh'ision; Haberl.,' brigade, having turned toward the south,
plaecd itself at right angles to th<'Se two bodies of troops, so as
to cover their flank. This formation in a sharp angle, which was
only feasible in the midst of woods and under the protection of
their thickness, presented a solid obstacle against the attacks of
the Confederates. In order to render the position still stronger,
Sheridan had ma'5..'lCd all the cannon he had in front of Roberts,
which was the point most menacw, and the key to the whole p0

sition. His energy thus enabled him to resist all Hardee's a&;;":lUlts
for nearly an hour; and it may be said that this hour saved the
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Fedeml army from an irreparable disaster. In fact, whil"t Polk,
who was obliged to charge Negley's and Palmer's positions in
front, and across large open fields, was exhausting himself in
fruitless efforts against them, Rosecrans formed a new line with
his fI"('Sh troops from the left, which alone could enable him to
check the victorious march of the foe. Sheridan, however, could
not prolong his resistance in such a hazardous position. His
soldiers were thinned out; they had seen their three brigade com
manders fall successively, Roberts and Schreffer having both been
killl'l.l, as Sill had been an hour before; the enemy, no way dis
cournged by three fruitless attacks, still returned to the charge;
in short, 'Vharton's cavalry havin~ either captured or dispersed
all the wagon-trains of McCook's corps, the ammunition was be
ginning to fail them. The time had arrived for yielding; Sheri
dan rallied around him the debris of his division, which feft be
hind, on the ground so stubbornly disputed, and around the
dismounted guns which could not be taken along, one thousand
eight hundred men kilk'<1 or wounded, and proceeded to re-form
his lines in rear of the cedar wooo.

Rosecrans, having at last posted the new troops he had col
lectal, also found himself in this part of the battle-field; he at
once ordered Rousseau to enter the wood, in order to preVfmt the
enemy from taking his entire centre in reverse, and to cover Neg
ley's right flank in the place of Sheridan. But the first named
general had scarcely retired when the Confederates 8'>8ailed the
second on every side at once. The Federals, favored by the
thickets, were able to open a passage for themselves at the point
of the bayonet through the enemy's lines which surrounded
them; they did not, however, get back to the plain without leaving
a large number of prisoners in the enemy's hands.

Rousseau had formed his division in column on his right, in
order to reach the position which had been as.'iigned him, and he
had hardly time to deploy his first brigade, when the latter met
the enemy, to whom the retreat of Sheridan and Negley had im
parted new ardor. This brigade, consisting of four battalions of
regular infantry and the Fifteenth Kentucky, under command of
Colonel Shepherd, opened its ranks to let the fugitives whom the
enemy was driving before him pas...., and steadily waited for the Con-
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federate attack. It had traversed the wood at its narrowest point,
and had formed in the vicinity of one of the clearings by which it is
contracted west of the position that Sheridan had just taken. The
remainder of the division, which had borne more to the left by
two narrow roads, had, on the contrary, the densest portion of the
forest before it, and found itself fronting the main forces, which
had just crushed Sheridan and dislodged Negley. The wood was
full of disbanded soldiers. The enemy could not be seen, but the
rattling of musketry, the smoke and the swarms of fugitiYe8 an
nounced his approach; all the artillery blocked up the roads,
whence it was impossible to extricate it. Rousseau felt that a
speedy retreat could alone prevent a new disaster. 'Vhilst Shep
herd's brigade'was covering this movement by vigorously resist
ing the enemy, he caused his artillery to describe a semi-drcuit,
and brought back all bis forces into the open fields, extending
between the road and the cedar wood. He hastily re-formed his
lines under the fire of the enemy, who had closely followed him,
and was already hovering on the skirts of the wood. This deli
cate operation, which consists in halting a body of troops in re
treat and deploying them in line of battle under a shower of
missiles discharged by an invisible foe, was successfully accom
plished. Thomas and Rosecrans had hastened to the' spot to
direct the operation in person; for if Rousseau fell farther back,
they would no longer be able to connect the left with the new
line that was forming on the right, parallel to the road. Thomas,
dispassioned and unmoved iu the heat of battle, directing the
movements of troops as if he were on parade; Rosecrans, excited
by the contest, galloping in every direction where danger seemed
to be most imminent, giving direct orders to all the chiefs he en
countered,-both sustained their soldiers by the courage they dis
played and the confidence they inspired. The three batteries of
Rousseau's division proceeded to take a commanding position on
a height over which the railroad passes through a cut. Plal.oo in
front of this cut, their fire covered all the space extending as far
as the cedar wood. On their right was the engineer brigade,
which, up to this time, had alone kept the hill. More to the
right, Van Cleve's division, and then Harker's brigade of W oo<fs
division, bad deployed along the margin of the wood which the
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road traverses; they allowed the soldiers of Johnson and Davis
to pass through their ranks, who, being closely pursued by the
enemy, finally reached the Nashville road, where they could re
cover from their confusion and re-form their ranks. The bat
teries of Rousseau's division were supported by Shepherd's bri
gade. The brigades of Beatty and Scribner, of the same division,
extended to the left over the plain in front of the turnpike. In
the rear of this line, and under its protection, Sheridan's and Neg
ley's soldiers found that rest which they so well deserved. Rose
crans' left was formed by Palmer's division, which, having alone
preserved its position, llnd facing westward, terminated the Fed
eral line en potence. It rested on one side upon the wood which
Sheridan, Negley and Rousseau had successively abandoned, on
the other side upon Round Forest. Wagner's brigade, left by
Wood to guard the fords, connected it with the river.

It was in the midst of a swarm of fugitives and unutterable
disorder that Rosecrans and his generals succeeded in forming
this line; Hascall's brigade of Wood's division had even been
detained on the Nashville causeway because it could not stem the
current of fugitives. As soon as the latter left the place free, the
Confederates, invigorated by success, were seen emerging from the
wood; although their lines were attenuated by the murderous
struggle they had just sustained, they advanced in perfect order,
entering upon this new combat with the confidence of soldiers
accustomed to victory.

Whilst Cleburne was pursuing through the cedar wood the
troops that Rousseau was leading back toward the position just
described, McCown's division, having re-formed and replenished
their cartridge-boxes, hlld L'\ken on his left a. similar direction
toward the north-west. By following this eoul'8e it would reach
the centre of the clearing, which extended beyond the cedar wood
in front of the dwelling known lL'l the Burrows House. Hardee
led it in person; he had asked Bragg to send him two or three
brigades of Breckenridge's division as a reinforcement, and the
general-in-chief had ha::ltened to comply with the request, for the
position of the latter dh'ision was in no way menaced. This re
inforcement, which had been solicited at ten o'clock, could not
reach Hardee before one or two o'clock in the afternoon, and in



524 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

the mean while he had to continue fighting and manamvring with
troops who had been under fire since morning. Bragg, in fact,
did not wish to allow his adversaries time to recover from the
blows he had dealt them; and although McCown's division was
considerably reduced both by the fire of the enemy, and the ab
8ence of men who had dropped down from exhaustion, he did not
hesitate to push it forward against the new Federal line formed
by Van Cleve and Harker's brigade. Rains, whose troops hud been
less exposed than their comradeE, was placed on the right, fronting
the hill occupied by Rousseau's artillery. Liddell, McKair and
Ector deployed on his left.

They had just dislodged the debris of Davis' division from the
cedar wood after a hard fight, when they emerged into the plain.
Received in front by the fire of the new line, which they found
drawn up in force where they expected to meet only a mass of
fugitives, they were taken by the oblique fire of Rousseau's guns,
which Rains tried in vain to capture; he exposed his brigade to .
be decimated to no purpose, and was himself 8truck to the heart
by a bullet. His soldiers hastened back to the wood, and Hardee
was unable to protect the retreat of the other three brigades, which
were in great jeopardy in the centre of the clearing, except by
bringing all his artillery to the front, so as to occupy that of the
Federals. Whilst McCown was rallying his battalions along the
margin of the wood, Cleburne had come to take position on his
right in front of Thomas, but he simply exchanged a few volleys
of musketry with the latter, without venturing into the open
space before him. At this point the Confsxlerates were entirely
exhausted, and required either rest or reinforcements.

But it was not so with the centre, where the fighting commenced
much later, and where Polk's soldiers had not been on the march
since daybreak, like Hardee's troops. As Roon as he saw Negley
driven out of the wood by Cheatham, 'Vithers, on the right of
the latter, coneentrated all his forces against that portion of Palm
er's division whieh was deployed from Round Forest to the ex
tremity of the cedar thicket, consisting of Cruft's brigade in first
line and Grose's in seeond line. Thomas' movement having
entirely uncovered Palmer's right, the latter was soon turned by
Cheatham, while a vigorous effort on the part of Withers drove
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the brigades of Cruft and Grose upon the Nashville road. This
last check rendered the situation of the Federals much more crit
ical; indeed, Thomas' left flank, placed in front of the road, and
separated from Palmer by a considerable space, found itself thus
absolutely isolated. The extreme left of the Federal army, which
rested upon Round Forest, was the only section of the line that han
not yet been wE'akened. It clung to this position as to a last an
chor of safety; for if the Confederates had succeeded in carrying it,
they would have taken Rosecrans' entire left in reverse as they had
turnE'd his right in the morning. Fortunately for the Federals,
this important point was confided to one of those indomitable,
strong-minded men who can conquer adverse fortune by their
courage. The Union army, once saved by Sheridan, was saved a
second time by General Hazen. He had already successfully re
pulsed all the attacks directed against him by the brigades of
ChalmE'rs and Donelson. The first had lost its commander and
a large number of' men; both had been stopped by the enemy's
fire every time they attempted to pass beyond the Cowan house.
But when Anderson's and Stewart's Confederates had driven in
the Federal line on Hazen's right, the latter found himself in a
much more dangerous position; he nevertheless resolved to de
fend it to the last man. Strengthening the margin of the wood
south and west, he took a firm stand, and repulsed the enemy's
line that was bearing down upon him. This resistance broke
the force of the assailants' ouslaught for a time. The latter, then
massing their forces at the extreme end of the cedar wood, opened
a deadly fire upon the Federals, which compelled them to run for
shelter to the other side of the railway, one hundred metres in
rear of the road; but they did not attempt to follow them there,
nor did they venture into the open space which separated them
from Hazen. From noon to two o'clock the battle was almost
suspended, preparations being made on both sides for a last effort.
The two brigades which Bragg had demanded of Breckenridge
did not arrive when they might have exercised a decided influence
upon the issue of the battle. Breckenridge had replied to his
chief that IlL'! own po.'!ition was menaced by considerable masses
of the enemy; and yielding to these suggestions, Bragg had not
dared to weaken his extreme right. It was only toward the mid-
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dIe of the day that, having ascertained how groundless were the
fears of his lieutenant, he ordered him to cross over in person to
the left bank of Stone River with the brigades of Jackson and
A.dams. The day being too far advanced to admit of his reach
ing the left wing in time to be useful, Breckenridge was to join
Polk in an attack upon Round Forest and the adjoining posi
tions. Bragg hoped thereby to shatter the whole of his adversa
ry's line and enable Hardee to resume the offensive. The Fed
erals took advantage of the respite so opportunely granted them.
The greater part of Palmer's division rallied around Hazen, and
Wagner took a strong position on his left. The remainder of
his line was straitened, and order was nearly restored along the
turnpike.

A.t last the firing of musketry, which had continued more or less
briskly along the entire front of the two armies, reoommenoed with
new fury. It was getting late, and Bragg, in order to seeure
victory, must possess himself of the Nashville causeway before
dark. The greater the sacrifices he had made and the greater
the results he had obtained, the more necessary it was for him to
complete his success without delay; to-morrow he might not he
able to obtain from his soldiers an effort equal to the one they
had just made. Toward three o'clock Cleburne advanced alone
against the positions occupied by Van Cleve in the clearing, for
McCown's division was too much reduced to afford him any sup
port. For the first time during the day the combatants were all
fighting openly, and the Unionists could at a glance embrace the
collective movements of the battle-field from one extremity of
their lines to the other; the road parallel to these lines afforded
them great facilities for defence. It was an exciting moment for
all those who were witnesses of this imposing scene. Cleburne,
however, quickly perceived that the well-sustained fire of the
Federals, and the sight of their reconstructed battalions, had
shaken the confidence of his soldiers. Seeing no friendly troops
on their right, they imagined themselves turned, and Wood's
brigade dispersed despite the efforts of Colonel Smith, who had
been in command of it sinre his chief was placed at the head
of a division. The other two, stopped by the fire of the Fed
erals, were once more exposed to the oblique discharges of RoIl3-
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&eau's guns, which at the same time inflicted great damage upon
Polk's artillery.

The whole of Cleburne's division regained the wood in disor
der, but in the mean time the Ft.'<1eral left wing was in the great
est danger. The brigades of Preston and Palmer of Brecken
ridge's division having arrived in their turn, Polk attacked
Round Forest with renewed vigor. Fortunately, Rosecrans had
sent Hascall's brigade in time to succor Hazen, and was himself
encouraging by his presence the soldiers who so gallantly de
fended the key of his position. The Confederates did not tire
of returning to dispute it at close quarters with the six thousand
fresh troops that Breckenridge had brought upon the field of
hittle. Several regiments lost one-half of their number in a few
minutes; but the Federal ranks were thinned off with equal
rapidity, notwithstanding the reinforcements brought by isolated
battalions re-formed by their respective chiefs from time to time.
Ra!ecrans, always at the post of greatest danger, had just lost his
chief of staff, Colonel Garesche, whose hend was shot off by a
cannon-ball. Nothing daunted by the danger, Rosecrans recom
mended his soldiers to fire low and close. ,. Some brave fellows
must be sacrificed for the sake of victory," said this fervent Cath
olic; "cross yourselves and march forward." At last the Con
federates stopped before a last discharge, still more destructive
than those preceding. It was certainly not victory, but the sal
vation of the Federal army; not a breach had been made in its
last positions when the battle suddenly ceased, jnst before night
had spread her dark mantle over this field of carnage. Soon after
dark the commanders rectified their positions on both sides. Rose
crans abandoned Round Forest in order to concentrate all his
forces around the hill upon which Rousseau's artillery was posted.
~IcCook's corps, which had been nearly reorganized, proceeded to
occupy some of the points that Van Cleve had defended during
the afternoon, so that the Federal line described a semicircle, rest
ing on the left upon the river, and covering its line of retreat to
ward the north-west. The Confederates, on their side, drew back
their left into the cedar wood. A profound silence, only inter
rupted by the plaintive groans of the wounded, prevailed along
the line of the two armies, both exhausted by a strife of ten hours'
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duration, and of such sanguinary character as the New 'Vorld
had never yet witnessed.

The Confederates had achieved a considerable success, which
came near proving a decisive victory. Thanks to their cou~<re,

their perseverance, and the vigor with which they renewed the
combat after each retreating movement on the part of their oppo
nents, they had preserved the advantage obt:lined at the outset by
their concentration, until their i>hysical strength gave wa,\·. On
the side of the Federals, Sheridan and Hazen had signalized
themselves among all for their indomitable tenacity; officers and
soldiers had exhibited the rare merit of not de.'lpairing of success
during the most critical moments of the conflict. Their artillery
had particularly distinguished it"elf. Operating under the most
unfavorable circumstances, in the midst of dense forests where
its field of fire was extremely limited, it had sustained terriJic
losses in men and materiel, but, as soon fiS it found itself once
more on open ground, it had again displayed a superiority over
that of the Confederates which it retained during this entire war,
and which its opponent'! on this occasion were the first to acknow
ledge. Nevertheles.·., despite the failure of Bragg's last attack,
the situation of the Federals was grave and alarming; they had
left twenty-eight pieces of artillery, nearly three thousand able
bodied prisoners, a very large number of wounded, their campe",
provisions, with a vast quantity of arms and ammunition, in the
hands of the a.'i.-"8ilants. 'Vheeler's cavalry, which had been de
tached on the 29th from the right wing of Bragg's army, had
struck Rosecrans' line of communication with Kashville in the
vicinity of Lavergne during the battle. Repulsed by a Federal
regiment, the First Michigan, which guarded the bridge at Stew
art's Creek, it had reached the village of Kulensville, whence on
the following day it again joined the left wing of Bragg's army,
after having crcated the greatest consternation among the wagon
trains of the Union army. It was not the only damage caused to
the Federals by the enemy's cavalry; whilst Wharton was picking
up hundred" of prisoneni on the 'Wilkinson road, dispersing the
com'oys and destroying the wagons belonging to McCook's ('(lrp!',

Pegram, with a brigade of cavalry attached to Breckenridge's
division, had crossed Stone River below the fords gnarded by the
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Federal left wing, and had also captured a considerable number
of prisoners on the Nashville road. These raids had entirely
interrupted the transportation of provisions, and the soldiers who
on this mournful evening gathered around the bivouac-fires,
counting the number of comrades either dead or wounded, whom
they had left among the thick bushes of the cedar wood, anx
iously asked each other what the next day would bring forth.
No T'.ltions were distributed; and what alarmed them most in this
want of provisions and ammunition was the idea they had formed
that the army wa.~ surrounded and separated from its base of
operations. In short, with the exception of the two brigades of
Walker and Starkweather, which had rejoined the army at the
close of the day, there was not a single regiment but what had
been seriously engaged, and no assistance from any fresh troops
could be relied upon for the morrow. More than seven thou
sand men were missing at roU-eall; Sheridan had lost one-third
of his division; two division generals, Wood and Van Cleve,
w{'re wounded; three brigade commanders, Sill, Schreffer and
Roberts, had been killed; a fourth, Kirk, was wounded, and a
fifth, 'Willich, taken prisoner. The anxiety of those in command
was equal to that felt by the soldiers, but they had already passed
through the ordeal of war, and were, accustomed from their prai
rie life to struggle obstinately against all difficulties; in short,
they had a commander who fully understood that in certain situ
ations the rashest course in appearance is often the least danger
ous. "Gentlemen," said he to his generals as soon as they were
llS8elllbled inside of his tent, "we will conquer or die here." In
refusing to consider himself as vanquished, Rosecrans made sure
of victory almost without any further effort on his part. If, on
the contrary, he had taken advantage of the night to retire, the
battle of the 31st would have entailed upon him aU the conse
querlces of a crushing defeat.

Bragg counted upon this retreat; on finding himself in pos
session of one-third of the artillery and more than one-sixth of
the effective force of the enemy's army in killed, wounded and
prisoners, he could not believe that Rosecrans would seek to
maintain himself in the positions to which he had been driven
with the river at his back. He thought he hud only to wait to

VOL. H.-3ol
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gather the fruita of victory. But he waited in vain. When the
sun of the fil'8t day of the year 1863 shone upon the two armiet',
the Confederates found that Rosecrans had abandoned Round
ForC-"t; they at once took possession of it, thus connecting the
right wing formed by two of Breckenridge's brigades which had
recrossed Stone River with their left, the line of which had been
strengthened by BOrne abatis thrown across the cedar wood. They
remained under arms, ready to harass the enemy in case he sbould
fall back; but when they saw that bis front, compacted since the
last evening, was resting on one side upon the hill crowned by
Rousseau's artillery, and followed the margin of the wood 'on
the other side under the protection of breastworks hastily oon
structed, they did oot dare to resume the offensive.

On the morning of the 1st of January, Rosecrans had just
enough cartridges left to repel an attack. His first care wns to
procnre provisions, and sevcral strong detachments which had
been sent to Overall's Creek escorted wagon-traios of provisions
and ammunition, which restored vigor and confidence to tbe sol
dier. Presently, finding that the day was advancing without any
demonstration being made against him on the part of the enem~',

the persistent Rosecrans resumed the plan of battle he had so re
luctantly given up the day before. Almost all the enemy's force;
having been massed in front of his right, he wa.q now able to
cross Stone River in rear of his own centre without running an)"

risk. Colonel Beatty, who commanded Van Cleve's dh-ision,
took position on the bare hillS commanding the right bank, at the
point where Stone Hiver bears away from the Nash"ilIe mu..O('
way. Lower down, as we have before said, this river dmws near
the road; on a line with the angle it describes in effecting thi~

turn there is a height separated from the fil'8t hills by a ravine.
Grose's brigade of Palmer's division occupied this elevated posi
tion. Negley deployed his two brigades, under Stanley and Mil
ler, upon the slopes adjoining the left bank, from which he rouM
easily support the troops stationed on the opposite side, Stone
River not beiug very deep at this point.

This movement was the more menacing to Bragg's right flank
and his communications with Murfret:'Sborough, because the COIl

version of his whole army had drawn away the left from hi;;
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base of operations; it showed, above all, that, so far from think
ing of retreat, Rosecrans was preparing to resume the offensive:
The Confederate commander only made this discovery on the
morning of the 2d, for his cavalry, worn out by its exertions on
the 31st of December, had needed the wnole of the 1st to recu
perate; and being, besides, under the impression that an offensive
return was impossible, he had not deemed it necessary to feel the
enemy except along the Nashville road. He at once determined to
forestall the Federals, and to attack them so vigorously in that direo
tion as to compel them to acknowledge themselves beaten. The
hills occupied by Beatty enabled the Union artillery, once planted
there, to enfilade Polk's line from across the river. It was neces
l'oary, in the first place, to recapture this position. The task was
entrusted to Breckenridge, whose whole division was assembled
on the right bank of Stone River and massed in an isolated wood
tiollth-east of the hills. Toward four o'clock in the afternoon,
having at last completed the formation of his line, the five bri
gudes of Breckenridge emerged from the wood, and, preceded by a
swarm of skirmishers, deployed on two lines. A battery of ten
gun'! and two thousand horse, under Wharton and Pegram, sup
ported this movement, while at the same time Polk's artillery
opened fire upon the Federal troops posted in front of it on the
left bank.

Rosecrans, who just then happened to be in person in the posi
tion thus attacked, had only Beatty's two brigades with some can
non planted at a short distance to defend it against all of Brecken
ridge's forces. This feeble force, expoSed to a well-sustained fire,
and, doubtless, not yet recovered from the struggle of the two
days before, gave way at the first onset j its retreat soon degen
eratecl into a rout, and the Federal8 rushed down in confusion to
-the margin of the river, which they hastily crossed. The Confed
erates followed in close pursuit, while some of them, cros'!ing over,
even tried to take position on the other bank; but here they found
themselves caught between two fires, Negley's, on one side, and
on the other side that of Grose's brigade, which, as we have said,
"~as placed more in the rear on the right bank, 80 that the first
rush of the pursuers was immediately checked. Rosecrans took
advantage of this to resume the offensive at once. Hazen's bri·
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gade, whil'h had behaved so gallantly on the 31st, occupied a
'position in front of Grose's on the right bank. It crossed Stone
River to join the latter, and they both fell upon the right flank
of the Confederates, whose ranks had been broken by their too
rapid success. This unexpected attack, at a moment when they
were engaged in fighting Negley's troops and exchlmging a sharp
musketry-fire across the river, threw Breckenridge's soldiers into
the utmost confusion. The fi.lgitives from Beatty's division had
not yet come t(l a halt when their adversaries were alread)' in full
retreat in an opposite direction, closely pursued by Grose and
Hazen, and riddled by shells from fifty-eight guns, which R0se
crans had posted on the commanding points along the left bank.
At this sight Negley's two brigades also croased the river, anxious
to participate in this retaliation, and to complete the rout of the
Confederates. Before the close of the day the Federals bud re
captured all the positions from which they had momentarily breD
dislodged; and if they had been more numerous, they might ha\"e
pushed as far as Murfreesborough, so irreparable was the defeat
of Breckenridge. In this fight of less than three-quarters of an
hour the five Confederate brigades lost ncarly fifteen hundred
men and four guns; Hanson, one of their generals, was killed,
and another, Adams, was wounded.

During the evening, part of McCook's corps, having l"a'OY'ered
from the efleets of its disaster of the 31st, came to take position
on the remnquercd heights; but the rain had softened the soil to
such a Jegree that, on the morning of the 3d, Rosecrans deemed
it impracticable to put his' troops again on the march in order to
complete the movement he had been contemplating for the \a.·t
three days. He soon perceived, moreover, that this manreum
would be productive of no results; his persistency had dis
couraged the enemy, who, having given up all hopes of seeing
him retire, and not daring to dislodge him, abandoned a position
which was henceforth useless and dangerous to maintain.

This retreat, occurring immediately after Breckenridge's reve\'S(',
justified the Federals in regarding as a victory the sanguinary
struggle we ha\'e just been describing. The greater the etrort5
of the Confederates, and the nearer they had been to achieving
success, the more keenly this unlooked-for denouement was felt by

..
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them. In the course of the day, on the 311, their columns again
took up their line of march for Murfreesborough sadly, but in
good order and without discouragement; they carried with them
the glorious but barren trophies of their victory of the 31st, consist
ing of twenty-eight guns, some stands of colors, a large number of
wagons and several thousand prisoners. The total number of the
latter, according to Bragg's report, amounted to six thousand two
hundred and seventy-three; but it is proper that we should de
duct about threc thousand wounded in order to arrive at a correct
estimate of the number of effective prisoners. The loss'es on the
part of the Confedemtes were enormous; they themselves ac
knowledged nearly eleven thousand men, more than nine thou
sand of whom were either killed or wounded, which is equivalent
to about one-third of the effective force engaged. The Federals,
on their side, counted one thousand five hundred and thirty-three
killed, and seven thousand t",o hundred and forty-five wounded,
making a total of' eight thousand seven hnndred and seventy
eight men who fell by the fire of the enemy. By adlling to this
the approximate number of able-bodied prisoners, the Federal
army may he said to have been diminished by twelve thousand
men, or two-sevenths of it'! total effective force.

Thus weakened and deprived of a portion of its materiel, it
could not undertake the vigorous pursuit of an enemy whose re
treat was protected by swollen streams and the muddy condition
of the roads. It was not until the 5th of January that the Con
federate cavalry surrendered the town of Murfreesborough to the
Federals. Bragg's army halted on the same day behind the liue
of Duck River,* which it occupied from Manchester to Shelby
ville, the Tullahoma Junction becoming the central (Iepl)t of its
supplies and the headquarters of the general-in-ehief.

RO'iecrnns did not proceed beyond Murfrec;;;borough, and his
army, having taken up its quarters in the neighborhood of this
town, soon found itself ill communication with Nashville by
romns of the railroad, which was easily repaired. The hattIe of
which the banks of Stone Ri\-cr had just been the theatre was

*ThiR Duck River in the State of Tennessee must not be confounded with
Duck River in the State of Kentucky, to which allusion has been made in an
other place.
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destined to produce important results, although, 80 far as the
ground upon which it was fought is concerned, neither of the two
parties had cause to consider it a victory. If the Federals had
been decidedly beaten, Nashville would have heen besieged and
the war carried back into Kentucky. Rosecrans,oo the contrary,
by entering Murfreesborough on the 5th of January, notwith
standing his losses and first reverse, already menaced the town of
Chattanooga from a distance, the objective point of the whole
campaign; but in order to gather the fruits of his stubborn re
sistance on the battle-field of the 31st of December, he had to
wait for reinforcements and a more favorahle season.

We shall give an account of this new campaign in a later chap
ter, for it is time to resume the narrative of the operatiollS of the
army of the Potomac during the latter part of the year 1862.



BOOK VI.-VIRGINIA.

CHAPTER 1.

FRO!tf TIlE POT01lIAC TO THE RAPPAHANNOCK.

HAVING followed the struggle which took place in the West
down to the close of the year 1862, we must now return to

the two large armies of Lee and McClellan, which we left front
ing each other on the opposite banks of the Potomac after the
sanguinary battle of Antietam. It was the end of September.
The Xorthern State.'! had recovered from the great excitement into
which they had been thrown by Lee's march upon Pennsylvania;
they had eagerly responded to Mr. Lincoln's new appeal for troops
to fill up the gaps in the armies ,cauS('(} by fighting, sickness and
desertion. Thanks to the energetic and intcl!igent direction of
it~ old commander, the army of the Potomac had taken heart
again, and blotted out on the heights of Sharpsburg the fatal
remembrance of its previous defeats. This army, which, three
weeks before, vanquished and disorganized, had retired in dismay
to Washington, had achieved a great victory and driven the
enemy back into Virginia. If McClellan, after the chcck he ex
perienced before Richmond, had lot"t a portion of his popularity
with his soldiers, the errors of his successors and the manner in
which he set tQ work to repair them had regained him all their
confidence; they felt at last that they were led by a chief eapable
of coping with the Confederates.

In the South, on the contrary, a bitter disappointment had
taken the place of overweening confidence, and the advantages
obtained by Bragg in Kentucky could not compensate for the
evacuation of Maryland in the eyes of those who already ex
pected to see Washington and Philadelphia fall into the power of

535



536 TilE CIVIL JVAR IN AlIIERlCA.

Lee. Injustice WIlS done to this illustrious general, and the in
habitants of :Maryland were denouneed in ullmeasured tenus for
having looked UPOIl his invasion with indifference, or having
confined themselw.l; to the expression of barren wishes for his
success.

These different sentiments, however, only served to rekindle
the ardor of the combatants on both sides and to spur them on to
new efforts. The soldiers raised in the North were being rapidly
organized, and public opinion impelled the government to spare
no means for striking a decisive blow. The very magnitudf' of
the sacrifice required by such a project imparted a new aspect to
the war, and the earnestnes.~ with which the South proclaimed
her attachment to the institution of slavery demonstrated to all
clear-sighted people that the hardest blow that could be dealt
her would be by striking her directly through this intert'5t.
This stern necessity overcame the constitutional scruples of many
persons who had hitherto hem anxious to smooth the way for
reconciliation between the severed States. These were 60 many
Tf'cruit" for the RRpublican party, whieh from the first had probed
the very depth of the disease, and was the only political organiza
tion that had not eherished patriotic but false illusions. Presi
dent Linmln simply endorsed this sentiment when on the 22d of
September he issued a proclamation, as a war measure, declaring
that from the 1st of January, 1863, all slaves residing in the
States which should still be in rebellion at that period would be
free. This great memmre, of which we shall speak hereafter, was
differently commentf'd upon in the Federal armies, where all opin
ions were represented and freely expressed, without, however, at
all interfering: with ,liscipline; but nearly all the rommanoers
r~'Cived it either with mL'ltrust or regret. Before 1861 most of
them hall entertained sentiments opposed to the abolition of
8Inw'r~' ; and, as they might be led into the midst of Southern ('om

munitip;; hy the war, they preferred not to present themselves
before the latter as irreconcilable enemies of their institutions.
The most prudent among them eonfilwrl theml'dn'S to the wk of
executing, without comment, the instructions they reeciwd regard
ing this new policy, of which they were to he to a certain extent
the instruments. Genpral McClellan issued a gt'neral order to his

,
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Soldiers, reminding them, on one hand, of the restraints which
their military duties imposed upon political discussions, and re
furring, on the other hand, to the ballot-box, through which, at the
next election, they could ratify the errors of their government.
Mr. I.incoln felt extremely hurt on finding himself thus put
directly upon trial by one o( his genernls, in an official military
document. At the South the proclamation of the President was
received as a new challenge, and the very dangers which it had in
store for them in the future increased, for a time, the energy of
the Confedernte States.

Instead of bringing back hill army into the interior in order to
protect Richmond, Lee boldly placed himself in the angle formed
by the Potomac and the Shenandoah, continuing to menace Mary
land with an ~ffensive return. The rich valley of Virginia,
whence his soldiers could perceive the heights of Sharpsburg and
the hills of Harper's Ferry, the RCencs of their exploit~, prom
ised him resoul'OO\! which he would have failed to obtain else
where. This land of wheat and forage had not been ravaged
during the summer, and could supply his men and horses with
abundance of food. His army, encamped on the borders of the
Opequan, among the splendid farms lying between Winchester,
Martinsburg and Charlestown, found the repose it had 1;\0 well
desen·ed. It received numerous reinforcements of recruits raised
by the iron hand of the Confedernte government. It was able,
above all, to rally that second army of which we have heretofore
spoken-that army of stragglers, sick and lame, which amounted
to more than thirty thousand men when Lee had crossed the Poto
mac three weeks before, and which, being stopped by the river, had
proceeded gloomily in long columns in the direction of the passes
of the Blue Ridge. Owing to the active sympathy of the inhabit
ants for the cause of the South, all who had really beeu unable
to follow t~e rapid march of Lee were protected, fed, and often
eyen equipped, whilst the voluntary stragglers-and their numher
was enormous, 8CCOl'ding to the statements of Confederatc officers
themselves-were obliged, willingly or otherwise, on finding them
selvesstt·ictly watched, to rejoin their comrades. The army, there
fore, which did not number forty thousand men when it recrossed
the Potomac on the night of September 18th or 19th, found, a
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week later, its total effective force roised to nearly 8Cn~nty-four

thousand combatants. These ragged soldiers-as they were COD

temptuously styled hy the inhabitants of Maryland, who had re
fused to compromise themselves for their sakes-found themseln!8
at last in the midst of a population ready to share all their suf
fering!! and sparing no efforts to alJeviate them. The summer
heats had been followed by a lovely Virginian autumn; the pure
air, the dry soil, the wide open country, and the fresh waters
rushing down from the Alleghanies, made the sick forget the for
est swamps of the Chiekahominy and the mud of Bull Run.
The army of the Potomac also greatly needed reorganizing and
rest. 'Ve have seen that when McClellan resnmed the command
of it, after Pope's disastrous campaign, it seemed to be on the
point of dissolution, and the despondency which had invaded it
looked like the certain prelude to new defcats. McClellan had in
fused fresh vigor into it, but had not been ahle, during the marehes
which preceded the battle of Antietam, to erndicate the evils which
had been introduced into its organization, nor to repair the enor
mous losses it had previously sustained in stores and equipments.
The re<,;iment'i, deficient in their complement, and greatly reduced
by fighting and desertion, only represented the strength of two
or three companies each. Unable to c01l8olidate them-that is to
say, to merge severol into one-McClellan requested that the
regiments recently roised might be brigaded with them, so as to
combine the two elements, thereby forming brigades, to which the
new recruits would impart a numerical, and the old soldiers a
moral, strength. The short time during which the army had been
encamped in the neighborhood of "'ashington, before marching
to meet Lee in Maryland, had been employed in effecting its
reorganization and in arming the recruits and stragglers. But it
had commenced the march without the neeessary materiel for a
long campaign. There was a great scarcity of suddle-hol"8e8 and
drought-horses, wagons and articles of clothing, especially shoes,
nor had it any d~p{\ts or storeholL.-"C8 for collecting 8uch materials.

Under these circumstances, McClellan did not deem it expedi
ent to uudertake an offensive campaign in Virginia wheu Porter's
unfortunate reconnaissance had shown him that the enemy was
disposed to offer resistance. He did not dare to take position

L
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with a large river behind him whose sudden overflows were
always to he feared, nor to renew the attack upon the arm)' that
had 80 gallantly fought at Sharpsburg, before he was fully pre
pared to undertake an offensive campaign. According to his
own calculation, he did not then pOSlleSS the means of subsisting
his large army at more than one day's march from a railroad or
canal. His soldiers could not make long marches, some of them
having marched during five weeks, almost without interruption,
from the borders of the' Rapidan to those of the Antietam,. the
others being newly-enlisted troops, a large number of whom had
been wholly disabled by the last ten days' campaign. The rapid
ity wit? which the Confederate army had dwindled away during
the three weeks intervening between the battle of Manassas and
that of Antietam, although entirely composed of tried soldiers
long inured to every kind of hardship, fully accounts for all the
difficulties which kept McClellan on the left bank of the Poto
mac. A general-in-chief, especially one whose army has just
made a victorious effort, is alone able to judge what he may ex
peclifrom his troops. Consequently, although his inaction after
Lee's retreat in Virginia was entirely to the advantage of the latter,
we should unquestionably defer to his judgment, if this judgment
had not been influenecd by an overestimate of the enemy's forces.
In fact, as we have already said, the staff department of the
army of the Potomac had from the very first contracted the habit
of making no abatement from the figures given by deserters and
fugitive negroes, and thereby furnished General McClellan with
statements regarding the condition of the Confederate army which
had no foundation in fact. Thus, for instance, whilst Lee was
only able to oppose forty thousand men at SharpRburg, McClellan
imagined that he had to deal with ninety-seven thousand combat
ants.* As will presently be seen, Grant committed a contrary error
in his campaign against Vicksburg, when, thinking that his ad
versary was not so strong 8.'1 he reall)' was, he attacked him with
a degree of boldness which proved succe.~ful, but which such a
general as Lee would probably have made him pay dear for.

On the 22d of September the Federals entered Harper's Ferry
without opposition, of which place they were already virtually in

*See state of the situation in the Appendix.
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possession through the occupation of Maryland Heights. As a
Ute de pont this point possessed but little importance at this time
of the year, for the Potomac was th(~n fordable in many places;
and if the waters of the river lllld risen so as to render the fords
impassable, there was euuse to fear that the same freshet might
carry off'the frail bridge of boats that McClellan had just thrown
over the river at Harper's Ferry. In order that this little town
might serve as the base of an offensive campaign in the valley of
Virginia, it wonld have been necessary to rebuild the railroad
bridge, which would have enabled the supply-trains to proceed
directly from \Vashington to 'Vinchester. Such work, however,
would have consumed much time. The army of the Po~omac,

therefore, took up its quarters on the left bank of the river from
''''illiamFiport to the mouth of the Monocacy, watching the }>aSS€S

through which an offensive return of the enemy might be ap
prehended, and McClellan devoted himself exclusively to its re

organization. But his inaction during the most favorable season
for campaign purposes soon stirred up the impatient public, aod
reminded them of his temporizing policy at Washington in 1861,
and in the beginning of the following year before Yorktown and
on the ChickahominJ. This impatience was fully shared bJ the
Federal government.

·The diffieult relations which had always existed between Gen
eral McClellan and the Secretary of War had been aggravated by
Halleck's appointmcnt to the POFit of commander-in~hiefof the
armies. These two functionaries had set themselves earnestly to
work to provide the army of the Potomac with all that it n('(.'(IOO
for beginning the campaign. But every request for reinforce
ments 01' supplies, addressed to Halleck by McClellan, Wl\S the
occasion of complaints and mutual reproaches, which could not
but prove detrimental to the welfare of the sen·ice. \Vhen this
controversy is impartially examined, containing, as it does, the
most contradictory assertions eonceming matters of fact, onc is
naturally astonished that for more thun a month General Halleck
did not think of taking the cars, which would have brought him
to Harper's Ferry in five hours, to u.<;ccrtain for himself the ex
tent of the wants of the army of the Potomac and the validity of
the complaints of its commander. HOIle<t Mr. Lincoln could Dot
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e3C3pe from the influence of the military authOl'ities around him,
and e,'en his goou intentionR only served to renuer his orders
painfully contradictory. Thus, for instance, after having visited
the army on the 1st of October, and having seemed satisfied with
the explanations that McClellan gave him ref,rarding his delay in the
fiel<l, he sent him an order on the 6th of the same month, direct
ing him to cross the Potomac and assume the offensive at once.
He advised him at the same time to effect his p&.-'"8age east of the
Blue Ridge, so as to keep his army between the enemy and ·Wash
ington, promising him in that case a reinforcement of thirty thou
sand men. If McClellan, who had expressed a preference for a
campa.ign in the valley of Virginia, persisted in attacking Lee
in front, between Martinsburg and Winchester, he was at liberty
to do so, but then the reinforcements drawn from the garrison of
Wa<;hington would be reduced to fifteen thousand men.

'Vhat was called the garrison of 'Vashington, so far, at least, a~
relates to numbers, was a real army, partly composed of old troops
who had been in the peninsula campaign, and partly of recruits
scarcely drilled. It numbered, as we hlLve before said, seventy
three thousand able-bodied men present for field duty. General·
Banks was in command. It nominally formed part of the army
of the Potomac, but in reality it wa~ unuer the direct orders of
the President and General Halleck.

The President's plan offered General McClellan great advan
tages; it not only ensured him considerable reinforcemcnts, but
the sincere co-operation of the Washington authorities and the
approval of public opinion, of which those authorities were then
only the interpreters; and, by menacing Lee's communications, he
would certainly have compelled him to evacuate the valley of
Virginia. But still dreading an offensive return into Maryland
on the part of his opponent, 80 long ac; that State wa" not pro
tected by a rise in the waters of the Potomac, Mc:Clcllan did not
adopt this programme. It may be presumed that if he had known
the real condition of the Confederate army he would not have
entertained such fears. But whatever his plan may have been,
he was not in a condition to take the field when the orders of the
President reached him. The fifteen days that had elapsro since
the 22d of September had been of more benefit to his adversary
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than to himself; and having once stopped for the pnrpose of recon
structing and reorganizing his army, it was incumbent upon him
to finish that work before leading his troops into new combats.

It was IA!C's interest to keep his opponent in this purely de
fensive attitude. By menacing Maryland, at least apparently, he
satisfied public opinion in the South, which his retreat had exas
perated; he both afforded relief to his arm)" and lessened the
burdens of the poorest sections of Virginia by subsisting on the
resources of the rich valley of the Shenandoah; in short, he was
approaching the bad season of the year, which would render any
serious campaign against Richmond impossible. In order to de
tain McClellan on the banks of the Potomac, it was expedient to
disturb and harass him. Stuart, who had already displayed his
aptitude for leading an independent corps of cavalry before Rich
moml, was entrusted with this task.

A demonstration was made along the Upper Potomac for the
purpose of diverting the attention of the Federals; they still occn
pied West Virginia, whither General Cox, who had been in com
Illand of the Ninth corps since the death of Reno, was then pro
l.'eL'<1ing with considerable reinforcements. A long chain of posts,
connecting this region with the positions occupied by Ml,oClellan,
was especially intended to cover the Upper Potomac, and protect
~Iaryland and Penn~ylvania in that direction against the inroads
of Confederate partisans; west of Hancock, which is the north
ernmost point of the course of the Potomac, their troops lined
the right bank of the river in order to keep possession of the rail
road which runs along that bank. Since the battle of Antietam
these posts had been guarded by General A verill, who employed
the largest portion of the Federal cavalry for that purpo8C. This
cavalry had just been relievro by other detachments, and was
occnpying the Cumberland and Hancock road, when, on the 6th
of October, it was ascertained that the enemy had shown himself
in force in the valley of St. John's River, a small tributary of
the right hank of the Potomac. Averill was immediately or
dered to proceed toward this point in order to prot€Ct the railroad
and the river crossings. This was precisely whllt the Confeder
ates desired; and while their adversaries were thus detained above
Hancock, Stuart was preparing to cross the river lower down.
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At early dawn on the 10th of Octoher his cavalry division, com
prising the three brigades of Hampton, Fitzhugh Lee and Jones,
eighteen hundred strong, accompanied by four pieces of artillery,
Cl'ffi-~ the Potomac at McCoy's Ferry, near the mouth of Back
RiYer. By a fortunate chance he kept clear of some Federal
troops on the Hancock and Williamsburg turnpike; the day pre
"ious part of Cox's division had crossed at this point on their
'way to 'Vest Virginia, and the next day Averill was following
the same road in a contrary direction eastward, for he had soon •
discovered the mi!'take which had detained him higher up. Stu
art had the good fortune to slip, almost unperceived, between
the;e two troops; not daring to attack Hagerstown, which he knew
to be well defended, he pushed on to Mercersburg, continuing in
a north-easterly direction as fast as he could trcwel, and arrived
in front of the little town of Chambersburg on the same e,"en
iog. He was already in the heart of Pennsyh'ania, where no
one was expecting such visitors. It was on a dark, rainy night
that some fugitives came running at full speed to announce the
approach of the enemy. There were no means of defenec in the
town, the garrison of 'which consisted only of a few militia offi
cers who had never been under fire; and Stuart's cavalry, althuugh
worn out by their long march, entered Chambersburg without
resistance. They took special care to show the utmost considera
tion for this town, the first in the free States in which the Con
federate Bag had yet appeared. No pillaging was allowed; men
and horses bivouacked in the wide streets under the trees which
shaded them, and colI<lucted themsel ves so well that the inhabit
ants soon began to treat them more as friends than fues. Noth
ing was destroyed but the dl\pl'>ts of the Federal government, and
Stuart only took what was necessary for his troops; among the
farmers of this town he found valuable booty-a large num
ber of excellent horses. His troopers mounted these fresh ani
mals, and, le'clding the old ones by the bridle, left Chambersburg
on the 11 th before daylight; they had thus gained a, new advan
tage over their adversaries, who did not dare resort to such an
expeditious mode of recruiting in a fricIHlly country. Aftcr en
tering the Gettysburg road, so as to elude pursuit, Stuart soon
turned to the right, and re-entcred Maryland through Emmctts-
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burg. The movements of Cox, whom he came near meeting;
decid~ him not to return by way of the Upper Potomac, but
to push along into the valley of the :Mon~cy. In that way
he placed the chain of South Mountain between McClellan and
himself, and was free to cross the Potomac near Leesburg, which
at that period did not present any serious obstacle.

The news of this raid reached McClellan's headquarters on the
evening of the 10th; the fact of Stuart's c1'068ing the Potomac

• became known when that general was already quietly bivouacking
in a town of Pennsylvania. Averill was at once ordered to start
in pursuit. Pleasanton, who protected the encampments of the
army of the Potomac, with the remainder of the cavalry, was also
ordered to HagE'rstown, and proceeded as far as seven kilometl'el
beyond the Hancock road. Stuart was on his way back when
the Federals were still vainly endeavoring to discover his tracks;
it was only on the 11th that McClellan was finally apprised of
his march toward the east.. He immediately made all necessary
dispositions for intercepting him, if possible, before he could reach
the Potomac. At one o'clock Pleasanton was ordered to proceed
eastward, to occupy Mechanicsville, beyond the Blue Ridge, and
to send his scouts in every direction, in order to disoover the
enemy; Cox's division was ordered to halt on its march wE'St
ward, and to guard the crossings of the Upper Potomac; Burn
side, whose corps was encamped in Pleasant Valley, one of thE'
lower valleys of the Blue Ridge, was directed to occupy the rail
road bridge on the Monocacy, and to watch that river. Lower
down, Stoneman, who was stationed ncar Poolesville, was in.<;troct
ed to distribute his troops so as to protect all the fords of tht!
Potomac, amI to diapute their passage with Stuart wherever Ite
might present himself. McClellan hoped thereby to retard the
march of the latter, and to concentrate a crushing force agai~t

him; but Stuart, thanks to his own daring, the quickness of his
movements, the connivance of the inhabitants and his own good
fortune, ma~aged to escape from this well-laid trap. Once out of
Chambersburg, he did not stop except for just such time as was
necessary to feed his men and horses; passing through the village
of Emmettsbnrg amidst the loud huzzahs of a population in
tensely secessionist, he took the Frederick road by descending
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the right bank of the Monocacy~ Night overtook him when he
was within a few kilometres o(Frederick; then, bearing suddenly
to the left, he crossed the water~urse,and continuing his march to
ward Monrovia, he eluded the Federals, who were looking out for
him at Frederick. In the mean time, Pleasanton had hastened to
Mechanicsville, but only to learn that the enemy had passed eight
kilometres east of this village an hour before. Burnside had
also sent a detachment of troops to Frederick; but these troops
had halted in that town, instead of pushing eastward as far as
the valley of the Monocacy, where they would undoubtedly have
met the Confederates, who were following the-same road on their
way down toward the Potomac.

Pleasanton, however, in his efforts to reach this river before
Stuart, struck the mouth of the Monocacy on the 12th, at eight
o'clock in the morning, where he found a regiment of Federal
infantry; the enemy's cavalry had not been seen in this place;
they had reached Hyattsville at break of day, and passing through
Barnsville had taken the road to Poolesville, in a totally different
direction. This town was occupied by Stoneman j consequently,
before reaching this place, about the same time that Pleasanton
made his appearance on the banks of the Potomac, Stuart threw
himself suddenly into the woods, on the right of the road, leaving
Poolesville four or five kilometres on his left, and gained the
Georgetown and Hauling Ford road. Pleasanton was proceeding
to meet him by the same road; having failed to find the Confed
emtes at the mouth of the Monocacy, he felt sure of meeting them
below, and was in hopes of stopping them long enough to give
the infantry time to come up. His scouts had not proceeded
more than three kilometres when they ran into Stuart's advanced
squadrons. The Confederate troopers, disguised in Federal uni
form, were four times as numerous as their adversaries. Dis
mounting, they made a stand against the latter, and soon compelled
them to retreat. 'Vhilst Pleasanton's column, thus interrupted
on its march, was .waiting for the arrival of the infantry to
resume it, Stuart, screP.ning his movement behind a line of skir
mishers, made a d&our to ,the left, and speedily gained the shores
of the Potomac at White's Ford. A detachment of two hundred
Federal foot that Stoneman had placed at that point was easily

VOL. II.-36
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driven off by the fire of a few squadrons, and by one o'clock the
whole division had crossed the river. It had smrcely reached the
other side when it saw Pleasanton approaching in one .direction,
whose march had been retarded by the slow movements of the
infantry and artillery, and in another direction a brigade which
had left Poolesville sim,'C morning, and which had lost much ,-al
uable time on the road.

Stuart quietly encamped at Leesburg, and on the 13th he again
crossed the Blue Ridge to rejoin Lee, followed at 8 distance by
detachments of Federal cavalry, sent against him from Washing
ton. He had not done much damage in the coun;c of this rapid
expedition, but had supplied his cavalry with fresh horses at
Chambersburg, thrown alarm and confusion into the Korthern
States, and inflicted a serious injury upon McClellan by oblig
ing his cavalry to make forced marches, which rendered more than
half of his horses unfit for service. The facility with which
the whole divi,;ion under his command bafHed the pursuit of the
Federal columns showed, that in order to make an effective stand
against expeditions of this kind, nothing but cavalry should be
employed, and in considerable masses. Indeed, one thousand or
fifteen hundred infi1l1try were not too many to oppose Stuart's
eighteen hundred mounted men, armed with repeating rifles. It
was impossible to station such a force at each of the Potomac
crossings, and yet, if a single one of them was neglected, the ({In

federate troop, swifter in itB movements than it" adversaries on
foot, and more numerous than its mounted adversaries, would
take possession of it befilre the former and in spite of the latter.

The pressing demands of McClellan for a fresh supply of
horses for his cavalry subsequently to this· affair increased the
number of subjects of re('rimination between this general and the
departments at "'ashington. There were controversies ou statis
tical questions; and effort'i were even made to pick a quarrel with
the commander-in-chief of the army of the Potomac on account
of a mistake in figures which occurred in the transmission of one
of his telegrams j it was sought to prove that he had more horse;
than he required. A large number had, in fact, been forwarded to
him j he had re('CiYt~d about seven thousand in two months, but
during that time a terrible epidemic, comhined with the prostrat-
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ing effects of hard work, had rendered forty-five hundred of them
unfit for use, and the addition of twenty-five hundred was far
from meeting the exigences of an army about to take the field.
The responsibility for this scarcity, fatal at such a juncture, partly
rested upon the soldiers, who did not bestow sufficient care upon
their horses, and partly upon the system of military administra
tion. The demands for remounts and the forwarding of the
animals were delayed by incessant wranglings, and the quarter
master of the army was only once authorized to make a direct
purchase of twelve hundred horses, without procuring them from
the depOts at ·Washington. It thus happened that the army, ,a
victim to the despotism of administrative formalities, was in want
of saddle-horses and draft animals in a country which possessed
both in great abundance, and in which the enemy, by a raid of
only two days, had picked up as many as he wanted. In order
to show how large was the number of animals required by this
army as soon as it commenced marching, it will be enough to say
that in order to feed for the period of ten days the one hundred and
twenty-two thousand mouths for who'.ll rations had to be provided,
it required wagons drawn by ten thousand nine hundred and
eighty draft animals; the artillery horses numbered six thousand
eight hundred and thirty-six, and those belonging to the cavalry
five thousand and forty-six, making in all a total of twenty-two
thOlLooand eight hundred and sixty-two animals. But in order to
feed these twenty-two thousand eight hundred and sixty-two an
imals during the same period of ten days, it was necessary to
provide a certain quantity of forage, which required seventeen
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two extra draft animals to
wagon it; and as the latter ate a portion of the forage they trans
ported, the available rations were reduced by nearly one-half, so that
the forty thousand six hundred and ninety-five horses or mules be
longing to the army had only, in reality, provisions for six days.

The same difficulties retarded the supplies of every kind
asked by McClellan. For some days despatehes were constantly
passing between his headquarters and those of Halleck, a.-;serting,
on the one side, that so many thousand overcoats and pairs of
shoes had been forwarded, and on the other th~t such articles
had not been received. Finally, about the 25th of October, large
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supplies of clothing were received, and on the 31st the army was
completely provisioned.* McClellan had not waited until this
last date to put his army in motion.

'Ve have entered into some details for the purpose of showing
all the difficulties which, especially at that period, embaIT:l.'lSl'd
the movements of the Federal armies. As we observed in the
beginning of this work, some of these difficulties were peculiar
to the vcry nature of the country, but they were increased- by the
defect!'! of organization and the want of experience in the supply
departments. We have already remarked that sufficient advantage
hjld not been taken of the vast number of horses with which the
farms of Pennsylvania were stocked. In the same way, instead
of collecting around the cantonments of the army of the Potomac
the provisions required for its consumption by a sy8tem of regular
requisitions, they were forwarded from 'Vashington by rail, which
encumbered the track, delaying the arrival of the maUriel and
eqllipments asked for by McClellan. In short, it is impossible
to conceive how cavalry campaigning in a country which is
certainly not a wilderness, but is covered with farms and inter
spersed by vast pasture-lands, should be obliged to carry its own
forage along, anll that five thousand horses should occupy a num
ber of draft animals nearly eqMl to their own for the perform
ance of this service. Nor was Lce's army free from these diffi
cnlties; and a Prussian officer, M. de Borcke, who was then
serving with distinction on Stuart's staff, also complains, in an
interesting work he ha.,> published on these campaigns, that the
largest portion of the provisions was brought with much trouble
from Richmond, whilst the eounties adjacent to the encampments
of the Confedcrate army abounded in resources whieh they did
110t know how to employ.

The task that ~lcClellan had undertaken wail far fl'orn being
completed on the 25th of Oetobcr, when he put his army iu mo
tion, Many articles were delivered to the soldiers during the lim
few days of the mareh, but a large number had to be left behind

* In the list of articles supplied for the army of the Potomac, for the month
of October alonc, we find among othcr entries the following: Thirty-three
thousand eight hundrcd and forty pairs of hoots, sixty-one thousand pairs of
shoC!<, and niuet~--scven thousand seven hundred pairs of drawers.
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in the dep6tA for want of time to distribute them. Cavalry horses
were still wanting. Most of the new regiments which were to be
brigaded with the old organizations had not arrived. But a re
gard for higher orders did not admit of any further delay in
taking the field. The waters of the Potomac having risen, Mc
Clellan had nothing more to fear for the safety of Maryland, and he
intended to follow the eastern slope of the Blue Ridge, so as to
menace the communications of his adversary while covering the
capital, and receiving the reinf{)rcements which had been promised
him in case he sholild adopt this plan. It was the one that Mr.
Lincoln had recommended to him three weeks before, 80 that it
was approved at the White House without a.ny difficllity.

On the 25th of October a bridge of hoats was thrown across
the Potomac at Berlin. Higher up, at Harper's Ferry, there
were two others, one over the Potomac, the other over the Shen
andoah. The cI'ossing of the river began the day following.
The organization of the army was the same as at the battle of
Antietam, but the bullets of the enemy had caused man)" changes
in the per800nel of the generals. Burnside was still in command
of the First and Ninth. oorps; Reynolds had superseded Hooker,
wounded, and Wilcox occupied the post in which Reno had met
his death. The Second and Twelfth, nnder the orders of Sum
ner, had seen their two commanders, Richardson and Mansfield,
fall on the borders of Antietam; they had been replaced by Couch
and Slocum. The Fifth and Sixth corps, each reinforced by a
new division, had remained under the orders of Fmnklin and
Porter, and two divisions, commanded by Stoneman and Whip
ple, were not incorporated into any army corps. The movable
portion of the garrison of Washington was composed of the two
corps of Heintzelman and Siegel, with a division of cavalry com
manded by Bayard.

McClellan left the Twelfth corps on the borders of the Poto
mac; Slocum, who commanded it, was ordered to occupy Har
per's Ferry and its environs with the largest portion of that corps,
about ten thoU8and men. Morrell, with detachments drawn from
various points, forming three brigades of' infantry and one of' cav
alry, was charged to guard the Upper Potomac from Cumberland
to the mouth of' the Antietam.
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On the 26th of October two divisions of the :Ninth corps, with
Pleasanton's cavalry, crossed at Berlin, and occupied the yilIage
of LO\'ettsville, at the foot of the Loudon Hills. On being in
formed of this movement, the President sent a despatch to Gen
eral McClellan to congratulate him upon his having taken the
field. Notwithstanding the rain, which was falling in torrents,
the army and it,> chiefs hailed with joy and confidence this first
step taken once more on the road to Richmond. In following
the eastern Rlope of the BIue Ridge, Gmeral McClellan intended
to ocmpy its passes successiyely in proportion as he came on a
line with them. If the enemy lingered in the vicinity of the Poto
mac, he could thns throw himself upon his rear; if, on the contrar.r,
Lee pro<~eeded up the valley, he connted upon compelling him to
fall back as far as Gordonsville, after which means would be de
vised for approaching once more the capital of Virginia. The
line of march adopted by the army of the Potomac followoo a
valley lying parallel to that of the Shenandoah, comprised between
the Blue Ridge westward and the Bull Run Mountains ~tward,

an open valley intersected by lIumerous roads. The passes of the
Blue Ridge beginning at the north are ¥"estal's Gap, Gregory's
Gap, Snicker's Gap, Ashby's Gap, ~Iallassas Gap and Chester
Gap. The railroad called the Manassas Gap Railway leaves
Strasburg 011 the Upper Shenandoah, pAA'>e8 through this defile,
interscds the valley which the army of the Potomac had entered,
crosses the Bull Run :\lountains at the pass of Thoroughfare Gap,
and joins the Orange and Alexandria Railroad in the vicinit)· of
Bull Run, giving to this junction the already famous name of
Mauassas. MeClellan was to receive all hi,> Iiupplies by way of
the bridge of boats at Berlin until he could strike this line; once
within reach of Thoroughfare Gap, he could revictual his army
direetly by the 'Washington Railroad and abandon his communi
cation~ with the Potomac. It was also at this place that he was
to rally the reinforcements which Heintzelman and Siegel were
commissioned to bring him.

The mutonment,> of the army in Maryland were considernbly
scattered. It required several days to enable him to concentrate
his fon~es lind cross o\,er the two bridges-an operation which was
only terminated 011 the 2d of Xo\'embcr. The Ninth corps, the
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reserve artillery, Stoneman's division, the First, and lastly the
Sixth, corps, crOSBed the bridge at Berlin. In the mean while,
the Second, followed by the Fifth corps, crossing the Potomac at
Harper's Ferry, and then tht> Shenandoah, emerged from tl;1e val
ley by skirting the extremity of Loudon Heights. They thus
struck into the road, followed by the troops who had crOSBed the
river east of the Blue Ridge, while the latter continued to ad
vance toward the south. All the corps marched in sufficient
proximity to each other to be able to afford one another mutual
support in case Lee should cross the mountains and come to at
tack the army either in front or in rt>ar.

On the 2d of November, the day when the rear-guard, consist
ing of the Sixth corps, reach~ at 11lSt the right bank of the river
at Berlin, Burnside caused the Ninth corps to occupy Bloomfield
Bnd Union; the Second, bearing to the right, took possession of
Snicker's Gap; the Fi)th and First were at some distance in the
rear; one reached Snickersville in the evening, the other WlIS

encamped at Purcellsville since the previous day; Pleasanton's
cavalry cleared the march. The first three passes of the Blue
Ridge-Vesta!'s Gap, Grt>go!,y's Gap and Snicker's Gap-were,
therefore, either mllSked or occupied. Lee had not defended
them, and had merely directed the brigades of Gregg and ThoIDllS
to make an insignificant demonstratidn on the 2d against the
troops posted in the 11lSt-mentio~ed defile.

He had, in fact, guessed the purpose of the Federals; and being
well aware that he could not maintain himself in the valley of
Virginia, he was proceeding rapidly toward the borders of the
Rappahannock with the greater part of his army for the purpose
of forestalling them. On the 1st of November a considerable
portion of his artillery, his reserves and stores had been sent by
way of Thornton's Gap to Culpepper Court-house, where they
arrived Oil the 4th. Longstreet, following this movement, pro
ceeded up the Shenandoah, crossed it at Front Royal, and pass
ing through the Blue Ridge at Chester Gap emerged in the
vicinity of the sources of the Rappahannock. The streams
which form this river presenting no serious obstacle, he fell back
as far as Culpepper, where he arrived on the 3d of November.
The first tributary of the Rappahannock of any importance,

•
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Hedgeman's River, presented a line a little abqve that village, along
which he hoped to be able to arrest the Federals, while his right
flank was covered by the Rappahannock, which, below the ronflu
ence ~f this river, assumes the proportions of a large watcr-eourse.
Jackson, meanwhile, remained in the valley of Virginia with hi,;;
corps and Stuart's cavalry. Breaking up his camps, which for the
last six weeks had been at Martinsburg and Bunker's Hill, he pro
cceded to take position at Millwood, on the Shenandoah, at the
foot of Ashby's Gap, in order the better to watch the movements
of the Federals. Stuart pressed the latter very closely, some
times remaining on the crest of the Blue Ridge, whence he
could perceive their long columns from a distance, at other times
descending into "the valley which ~tretched out below him and
boldly disputing the ground with them whenever he found an
opportunity. His battery of artillery, almost entirely served by
Europeans, was of powerful assistance t~ him in this kind of
warfare, and was remarkable for its precision of aim-a very rare
thing in the Southern armies. But, since the time when the inex
perience of the Federal cavalry made Stuart's task all easy one,
his adversari<.'S had learned much.. Pleasanton and his brigade,
who cleared MeClellan's march, asked Ilothing better than to
measnre strength with the Confederate camlry, and revenge them
selves for not having been able to catch them in their raid across
Maryland. A favorable opportunity for accomplishing this
presented it"elf to the Union troops on the 2d of :November.
While the Second corps was occupying Snieker's Gap, Plea.o;;anton
pmlhed forward in the direction of Ashby's Gap. At Union
village he met a brif,rade of the enemy's cavalry, which he dis
lodged after a sharp fight. The next day, having been reinforced
by Averill, he continued his march. Stuart was waiting for him
with his entire division in front of the village of Upperville,
determined to resist as long as he could in order to defend the
pass of Ashby's Gap. But the Federals attaCKed him so vig
orously that he was soon overthrown and driven in disorder
through Upperville as far as the village of Paris, at the very
entrance of the pass.

In the mean time, the Federal infill1try followed the movement
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of its cavalry, and the Second corps reached Paris on the 4th of
November. Stuart's division, which on that day was commanded
by General Rosser, endeavored for a moment to make a stand
against it, but was soon dislodged; and while the Federals occu
pied Ashby's Gap, the Confederate cavalry retired by the east
ern slope of the Blue Ridge to cover Longstreet along the line
of Hedgeman's River, and they did not halt during this rapid
retreat until they had reached the village of Orleans. Jackson,
meanwhile, still continued inactive at Millwood, allowing the
Federals to occupy Ashby's Gap, and seeming to take no notice
of their columns, that were advancing along the road through
which he communicated with the rest of the army. The passage
of this road at Chester Gap was guarded by D. H. Hill's division,
which was to join Longstreet whenever it should find itself too
seriously compromised by remaining in the defile. In order tQ pro
tect it!! approaches as long as possible, Stuart, who had rejoined
his division alone and after passing through many dangers,
brought it to the front on the morning of the 5th and took posi
tion at the junction called Barbee's Cross-roads, where he waited
for the enemy on carefully chosen and prepared ground. Pleas
anton was not slow in bringing up his brigade, and immediately
attacked him, notwithstanding the disproportion of numbers.
The Eighth Illinois, led by Colonel Farnsworth, a distinguished
officer, whose career was to be soon cut short by a glorious
death,· gallantly charged on the left on the Warrenton road,
but was stopped by a barricade which had been raised across it.
On the Chester Gap road to the right the Federals steadily
waited for their adversaries, whom they received with a well-sus
tained fire, which threw their ranks into confusion. At the same
time, Colonel Davis, ordering the Eighth New York to draw their
sabres, threw himself upon their flank, and after a hand-to-hand
fight of a few minutes' duration drove them back in disorder.
Stuart, unwilling to continue the fight; retired toward Flint Hill ;
Pleasanton followed him as far as Sandy Hook, thus occupying

* John F. Farn~worth, of the Eighth Illinois, i8 BtiIlliving, and was lately a
member of CongreM. He was promoted to brigadier-general November 29,
1862. The author has confounded him with Brigadier-General E. J. Farnll
worth, of Michigan, killed at Gettysburg.-En.
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all the roads east of Chester Gap, whilst Averill took possession
of Manassas Gap after a slight skirmish.

On the 6th of November the army's change of base 'Was there
fore accomplished. All the corps had reached the Manassas Gip
Railroad, or were sufficiently near this railway to seek their sup
plies at some of its stations. This line estabiished direct com
munications with 'Washington, the capital was covered, and the
reinforcements promised to McClellan were beginning to arrive.
Bayard's cavalry had joined him a few days before, and on the
6th of November the Eleventh eorps, which Siegel brought him,
was at New Baltimore and Thoroughfare Gap; after this corps
followed Siekles' division, which encamped that day at Manassas
J unction and 'Varrenton Junction. The whole army thns ex
tended from the passes of the Blue Ridge to the isolated chain of
hills adjoining the Bull Run Mountains. The First corps already
occupied 'Varrenton: the Ninth had reached "raterloo on the Rap
pahannock, the Second was at Rectortown on the Manassas Gap
Railroad, the Fifth and Sixth closed the march, and 'Were pro
ceeding in the direction of this railway, one from Snicker's Gap
and the other from Upperville. Warrenton was the place selected
by McClellan as a point of concentration; it was the terminus
of a railroad which offered great facilities for the transportation
and distribution of rations. His columns were to march upon
this town, leaving the Rappahannoek on the right, whilst Pleas
anton, remaining on the left bank of this river, was to watch Thorn
ton's Gap, the only pass in the Blue Ridge through which Jack
son communicated with Longstreet. These two Confederate
generals were posted, one at Millwood, the other at Culpepper,
more than seventy kilometres apart in a direct line, and more
than one hundred by the pass of Thornton's Gap, which was
occupied by D. H. Hill's division, whose duty it was to keep
up a connection between the two points. The :Federal amlY was
placed almost between the two; it necded but one day's march
to separate them, and two or three for the whole of it to assemble
at 'Varrenton; it would thus have found itself fronting Long
street, who had only about fifty thousand men under him, and
could have attacked him with every chance of succes.~. Jackson
and Lee, who had a thorough knowledge of the situation, had
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certainly projected some bold movement upon McClellan's rear,
similar to that which had proved so successful against Pope two
months and a half before, but they were playing a very danger
ous game, for never had the army of the Potomac man<Iluvred
better, nor been better prepared for a great struggle, and never
had the mutual Confidence between general and soldiers been
greater than at that moment. It'is useless to inquire whether
victory would have been the reward of Jackson's audacity, or the
result of ~IcClellan'scombinations; a political intrigue concocted
at Washington suddenly interrupted the campaign, and delivered
the Confederates from an adversary whom they had learned to
respect.

On the evening of November 7th, during a snow-storm some
what early in the year for that climate, McClellan was in his tent
with General Burnside, when the bearer of a despatch from the
President was announced. This was General Buckingham, an
officer unknown to the army of the Potomac, who brought him an
order contained in three lines, and signed by Halleck. This order
relieved him from the command of the army and appointed Burn
side as his Bureessor. News so utterly unexpected fell like a
thunderbolt upon these two officers, who had long been on terms
of strictest friendship; but the only one who exhibited any emo
tion was the one upon whom fell the weight of a responsibility to
which he had never aspired. After reading the despatch, with
out betraying any feeling McClellan handed it to him, simply
remarking, "You command the army." * Burnside declined to

* This account of. the relief of McClellan and the appointment of Burnside
is not quite correct, but the slight error, which, after all, concerns only a mere
incident of the great events, would be of little moment, were it not that it haa
brought ant the trne details, which are not without interest. In a letter to the
OhKago T,'ibune of September 4, 18i5, General Buckingham takes exception to
the author's account, both M to the fact~, and llll to the statement that he was
"an officer unknown to the army of the Potomac." With regard to the facts,
Colonel John P. Nichol80n writell to the Philadelphia Times under date of Sep
tember 18, 1871>, showing that the Comte de Paris had taken the details from
Hurlbut, Swinton and Lo.sing, authorities unchallenged on this point for years
past. The following is General Buckingham'. acconnt:

.. I WWl at that time on special duty at the War Dcpartment, my office being
adjoinin~ the Secretllry's private room. On the evening of the 6th of Novem
ber, abont ten o'clock, the Secretary sent for me to come to hi. office, where I
found him with General Halleck. lIe told me that he wallted me to go and

•
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accept for some time. All his friends and his late commander
insisted, and finally succeeded in overcoming his scruples, which

find the headquarters of the army of the Potomac, and spent BOrne time in giv
ing minute directions lIS to the route I should take. Just before I left he handed
me two envelopes, unsealed, telling me to take them to my room, and, having
read them, to seal them up. I was thunderstruck to find that one of the envel
opes contained two orders for McClcVan-one from the President, relieving him
from the command of the army, and the other from General Halleck, ordering
him to repair to some town in New Jersey and report by Il'tter to the W'ar De
partment. The other envelope contained two ordl'rs for Burnside-~)Ile from
the President, a.'!signing him to the command of the arm)', vice McClellan, and
the other from General Halleck, directing him to report what were hig plani!.

"Before leaving next morning, I saw the Secretary at his hOUBe, and he ex
plained to me his reasons for sending an officer of lIly rank on an errand like
that. The first was that hI' feared Burnside would not accept the command,
and my instructions were to usc, if neccssary, the strongest arguments to indnce
him not to refuse. The second reason, though a characteristic one, had very
little foundation. The Secretary had not only no confidencc in McClelhlll's
military skill, but he very much doubted his patriotism, and even loyalty, and
he expreHlied to me BOrne fear that McClellan would not give up the command,
and he wished, therefore, th:tt the order should be presented by an officer of
high rank, direct from the War Department, 50 as to carry the full weight of
the President's authority. He directed me to see Burnside first and get his de
cision. If he consenu.'<l to accept, I WllS then to see McClellan; but if nol, I
was to return at once to 'Va.'!hington.

" I founel Burnside about fifteen miles south of Salem, where his division was
halted and be alone in a little chamber. Closing the door, I made known my
errand. He at once declined the command. Whatever my private opinion
may bave been, my duty WllS to follow the directions of the Secretary of "'ar,
and, if possible, overcome his o~jeclions. It happened, however, knowing, as I
did, that the President w:t.'! re>lOl ved at all event.'! to remove McC'lellan, that I
felt fully satisfi(-d that he (Burnside) ought to acccpt, and urged him to do so.
Among other objections, he urgl'<l his want of confidence in himself and his par
ticularly friendly relations to McClellan, to whom he felt under the strongest
obligations. I lIlet these objections hy stating {hat McClellan's removal was
resolved upon at lIny rate, and that if he (Burnside) did not accept the com
mand, it would be given to Hooker, who became, in' fact, Burnside's successor.
lIe at len~th con;ented to obey the order, and I requcsted him to go with me to
find McClellan. We returned to Salem, whenee I bad ridden on horseback
throngh a snow-storm, and I had my locomotive fixed up the same evening,
and on it we proceeded about five miles up the railroad to McClellan's camp.
About eleven o'clock we found him alone in his tent, examining papers, and u
we both entered together he received us in his usual kind and cordial manner.

" My task was not only a painful one, but particularly distasteful to me in
view of my friendly feelinllR for McClellan. But as tbe blow had to come, I
was glad that it wa.s not to be given through an unkind hand nnd in a morti~v

ing way. General McClellan hllS bimself borne testimony to the kind manner
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the future was unfortunately to justify in a striking manner. On
the morning of the 8th the army of the Potomac learned, with
astonishment and grief, that it had lost the chief who had called
it into existence and led it for the first time into battle-the chief
who had shown them the spires of Richmond; and who on the
morrow of a great disaster had restored their self-reliance, and
who, in short, had just led them to victory. 'We are not called
uJ>Qn to pa...'lS judgment upon General McClellan's military career
in this place. In spite of our sincerity, such an estimate on our
part might look like the reflection of our sentiments of profound
gratitude and abiding friendship for our old chief; but every
reader may judge for himself in accordance with the facts we have
impartially related. We will simply state that the Washington
authorities took all sorts of preeautions to prevent the soldiers
of the army of the Potomac from manifesting any sympathy for
McClellan, which woulel ha"e becn too severe a reflection upon
their conduct, and that the news of his departure cansed univer
sal rejoicing among the adversaries wh0111 he had met on so many
battle-fields.

The displacement of a general-in-chief in the midst of a cam
paign,just as he was abont to attack or to hc attacked by the enemy,
is not only a severe condemnation of the individual whom it af
fects, but it is a serious, and we may add a dangerous. measure,
and the chief magistrate of a great nation should never resort to
it~ unlCl'S public interest requires it. Thc moti"es which decided
Mr. Lincoln, the real causes of complaint he may have had.
against McClellan, have always r~1l1ained enveloped in mystery.

in which I communicatl'd the order, and I can bear testimony to his prompt and
cheerflll obedience to it."

In a letter to Colonel NldlOlson, dated Octobpr 26, lSi5, the Comte de Paris
writes: .. Allow me ollly, beforc eondudillg, to allswer two of the a"sertions of
the latter (General BUl'kinRham). He say. that fenrR were entl'rtained in Wash
ington that General McClellan would not submit to the Prl'sident's order; such
&suspicion is a wanton oflcllee against General :llcClellan's loyalty, for it means
nothing less than that he was sll8pected of treaeh,·!'y and rebellion against the
C.onstitution which he waA fighting to uphol,l. He ohjectA 111m to the qualifi.
cation J give him of being a stran!!er to the army of the Potomac. He might
have been known to some of the high offieers in the army; bllt not lllwing taken
&ny part in its campaigns, he was ullknown to the army and a Mtranger among
the troops."-En.
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The general order issued by the latter regarding the proclama
tion of September 22J was dated one month back; his corre
spondence on the subject of army supplies had closed a fortnight
since. His delay in taking the fielcI, notwithstanding the order
of the President, could no longer be alleged against him now that
the army was in motion, and that he had been congratulated
thereupon. He had, moreover, adopted the plan of campaign
which had been sent to him from Washington.

It was impossible, therefore, to find any plausible pretext for
his dismissal, and the attempt was not made. The real causes
were, on the one hand, the hostility of General Halleck and the
Secretary of'Var, and, on the other, that of the Republiean party,
which some politieal friends of M(,'Clellan had irritated and
alarmed by their imprudent language. 'Vhat finally determined
this step, it is said, was the result. of certain partial elections
which turned out in favor of the Democratic party. Mr. Lincoln
was made to believe that this result was the beginning of a po
litieal movement of which General l\IcClellan would be the
leader; it i" even possible that, in order to control his action, they
lIIay have placed before him the danger of a military revolution,
whieh the enemies of republiean institutions in Ameriea were
always predicting, and the mcasures taken for earrying out the
order of the Prcsident in an army so foreign to all ideas of pro
71unciamie'T1tos justify this supposition. Mr. Lincoln, well ac
quainted with politieal intrigues, could no longcr resist the evil
influences by which he was besct.. As it frequently happens, un
fortunately, with honest IJfJople who have been guilty of some
weakness, he made up his mind, after much hesitation, at a time
when such an act was most unaccountable, and whcn it might
have been productive of most disastrous consequences.



CHAPTER II.

FRE:DERIOKSB URG.

WITHOUT utt:€ring one word of complaint, Mc~lellan an
nounced to the army that he had ceased to command. He

remained for three days 10ngE'r in the midst of it, sparing no pains
to make the new general familiar with its organization, and gave
the latter a last proof of his friendship by accompanying him
as far as 'Warrenton, where he took leave of his companions in
arms for the remainder of the war. The affable manners, high
character and disinterestedness of the new general-in-ehief, to
gether with the remembrance of his success at Roanoke, secured
him the regard of all his comrades; but it soon became evident
that when he thought of declining the dangerous honor of com
manding an army of one hundred and twenty thousancl men, his
instinct and presentiments had not deceived him. The orders
that McClellan had issued for the two following days were strictly
carried out; and on the 9th of November this army found itself
roncentrated in the vicinity of 'Warrenton, within one day's march
of the positions occupied by Lonbrstreet on the other side of tbe
Rappahannock; it was ready to attack this general and wrest
Culpepper Court-house from him before Jackson could come to
his assistance. But if the impetus had been given, the impelling
power no longer existed; for Burnside had already snbmitted a
new plan of campaign to the authorities at 'Vashington, differing
entirely from that of his late chief: Meanwhile, he paused, for
he had not taken a sufficiently strong hold of the reins, so suddenly
placed in his hands, to conduct his soldiers immediately to battle.
A fine opportunity was thus lost, less throngh his fault than that
of the authorities, who had selected such an unpropitious moment
for making a change in the supreme control of the army.

559
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This army, on the 7th of November, numbered one hundred
and twenty-seven thousand five hundred and seventy-four able
bodied men. Burnside began by introdueing into it a new organ
ization which was to lessen the administrative labors of his head
quarters. He divided the army into three grand division~, t'aC'h
composed of two corps, forming in reality three small armies of
twenty-five to forty-five thousand men each. Their headquarters,
in all that related to leaves of absence, discharg(:S and numerous
other details of the service, were to report directly to the depart
merits at Washington. The left grand division, under General
Franklin, ~onsisted of the First and Sixth corps, commanded b,r
Reynolds and Smith j the centre, under Hooker, of the Third
and Fifth corps, commanded by Butterfield and Stoneman j and
the right, commanded by Sumner, of the Second and Ninth
corps, under Couch and 'Vilcox. The Sixth corps had hitherto
been commanded by Porter, but the latter was im'olved in the
disgrace of his chief, and, as we have before said, brought before
a court-martial.

On the 7th of November, at the moment McClellan wa.~ in
formed of his dismissal, hiR cavalry was obtaining a brilliant sue
ce.~s over one of Stuart's brigades, which had ventured on the
left bank of the R..'lppahannock j but this success could not long
conceal from the Confederates the sudden pause that had taken
place in the movements of their adversaries, which was to be fol
lowed by a week of inaction.

On the 11th of November, General Halleck visited the head
quarters of Burnside in person for the purpo<;e of discussing with
the latter his new plan of campaign. The character of the coun
try and the relative position of the two armie.,> left the Union gen
erals the choice of but two spot'! as the objective point of the cam
paign-Culpepper, south-west of 'Yarrenton, and Fredericksburg,
south-east of it. McClellan's intention had been to march upon
the first; Burnside proposed to lead his army against the second.

No oustaele of any importance could have interfered with the
execution of the first plan. The Federals had control of both
banks of the Rlppahanllock, which, hefore its confluence with the
Rapidan, is su/lieil'ntly narrow to admit of trestle-bridges being
rapidly thrown from one bank of the river to the other. Nor
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does the Rapidan present any impediment of a more serious
character beyond Culpepper, and the Confederate army would
certainly have been obliged to retire to Gordonsville, an import
ant railway junction, where it would undoubtedly have been
difficult to follow it, without extending the line of communication
to an eXCffiSive length, which could not be easily maintained.
But the army could have advanced a.'l fa~ as the Rapidan; Pope
had done so with inferior forces, and had only been dislodged
from it owing to a succession of mistakes and blunders which it
would have been difficult to repeat. After having driven tile
enemy as far as Gordonsville, McClellan had intended to march
back upon Fredericksburg, either to embark at Aquia Creek
with the best portion of his army, and attack Richmond by way
of the James, or to march upon the capital of Virginia by way of
Bowling Green.

Burnside's plan was to leave the enemy at Culpepper, keep on
the left bank of the Rappahannock, descend the river as far as
Falmouth in front of Fredericksburg, and crossing it at that point
to take posse8Sion of Fredericksburg. Fredericksburg, therefore,
was still the objective point; but McClellan, by driving the en
emy to Gordonsville, and crossing the Rappahannock and il<; trib
utaries near their sources, would have had but one movement to
make to the rear, to obtain possession of Fredericksburg, and per
hap.'lof Bowling Green also, where he w-Quld have been halfway
to Richmond. The result of Burnside's plan, on the contrary,
would be to place a great obstade between himself and the enemy,
and to make the army march a yery long distance, so as to reach
one of the points where the river is most difficult to cross, in the
vain hope of seizing it by surprise. This surprise was the more
improbable because the bridge equipages of the army had been
left at Berlin, where it had crossed the Potomac. It had been
del'med useless, or perhaps impracticable, to drag them through
the bogs of Virginia; in order to find them in readiness at Fred
ericksburg, they should have heen sent to Aquia Crcck by water,
to be wagoned from thence to Falmouth. The success of this
plan, therefore, required that the army should reach Falmouth on
the same day that the )lantona should be landed at Aquia Creek,
and that the latter could be taken across the peninsula which at this

VOL. II.-36
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point separates the Potomac from the Rappahannock, in one or
two days; without this perfect coincidence, the presence of the
'pontons at Aquia Creek before the arrival of the army at Fal
mouth, or the arrival of the army before the pontons, would dis
close Burnside's plan to the Confederates, and give them time to
forestall him by occupying Fredericksburg.

General Halleck, perhaps for the first time approving a plan
conceived by McClellan, was strongly in favor of the movement
toward CulpcpIX'r, but returned to the capital without having
been able to com·ince Burnside. He authorized the latter to
make every preparation for marching upon Frederick8burg peDd
ing the decision of the President, and promised him so far as
it lay in his power to see that his orders were not contravened at
Washington. On the 14th of November he informed him by
telegrnph that the President, without approving his plan, areept
cd it, provided it should be promptly carried out.

Burnside set himself at once to work. On the 6th of Novem
ber, McClellan had ordered his pontoniers at Berlin to pack up
the bridges and take them back to Washington. This order
was repeated on the 12th from Warrenton by Halleck him
self, and Burnside naturally believed that the latter had also
taken upon himself to superintend this part of the plan of cam
paign, which lay within the sphere of his authority. Conse
quently, he made all his arrangements in full expectation of find
ing his bridge equipage. at Aquia Creek as soon as his heads of
column should arrive at Falmouth. He was the more desirous
to leave this responsibility with the Washington authorities be
rause he was abont to be deprivell of all communication with the
capital for several days, and would be uuable, therefore, to direct
the movements of his pontoniers even from a distance.

He would have felt less confidCllt if he had remembered the
disappointments experienced by McClellan and Pope under sim
ilar circumstances; in fact, the troops assembled at'V:I8hington
being nominally all under the orders of the commander of the
army of the Potomac, Halleck, once back at his office, gave him
self no further trouble about the sending forward of the pontons.
General 'Woodbury, who commanded the engineer brigade that
had special charge of tJlis equipage, received no positive instroe>-
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tions as to the time it was required to be at Aquia Creek, nor
the part it was to play during the campaign. This officer, how
ever, who was a man of great zeal and intelligence, called upon
Halleck on the 14th to tell him that if the date of the arrival
of the pontons was to coincide with that of the army at Fred
ericksburg, the departure of the latter should be delayed for at
least five days. Halleck not only refused to grant this delay,
but even neglected to communicate "\Voodbury's remarks to Burn
side, or to give the former any positive instructions. No steps
were, therefore, taken to hasten the departure of the bridge equi
pages, llpon which the 8llCCeSS of the campaign depended, and
they were forwarded according to the ordinary routine prevail
ing in the departments. The pontoniers, commanded hy Captain
Spaulding, had arrived in Washington on the 15th. Forty-eight
boats, carrying the flooring and forming two eqUipages, each suf
ficient for crossing the Rappahannock, were on the 16th placed
in tow of a steamer, which after many accidents brought them
into the bay of Belle Plaine, near Aquia Creek, on the 18th.
No Federal soldier had as yet appeared on that side, and the
pontoniers who accompanied the boats were obliged, on landing,
to disperse a few Confederate troopers who were wat~hing them.
But these boats were useless without the wagons es~ecially de
tailed for transporting them; and when they reached Belle Plaine,
these wagons were still in 'Vashington. Burnside having an
swered for the safety of the road, it had been determined to wagon
a portion of the equipages to Fredericksburg, but unfortunately,
instead of forwarding a set of planks forming a complete eqlli
}Xlge from each direction, the vehicles and nearly all the materials
appertaining to the forty-eight pontons which had come down the
Potomac were sent with the twenty boats that had to fullow the
land route. The departure of this convoy, under the supervision
of Oaptain Spaulding, was subjected to all sorts of delays. At
the relay stations there were no teams in readinetiS for this service;
the orders necessary to collect them had not been issued. It
became neces..'lary to take unbroken horses, to unpack hundreds of
boxes containing harness, and to engage drivers; so that the con
voy, instead of leaving on the 16th, was not able to start until
the 19th. Then came the rain, swelling the streams and breaking
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up the roads; the ,,,agons, overloaded and drawn by wretched
teams, moved on slowly, and on the 22d they had not proceeded
beyond the village of Dumfries. It would have required three
weeks to reach Falmouth at this rate of travelling. Captain
Spaulding sent to "rashington for a steamer, which came to meet
him at the entrance of the Occoquan into the Potomac. Rafts
were constructed, upon which were placed all the vehiclffi, as well
as the rest of the materials, and the steamer, taking them in tow,
brought them to Belle Plaine on the evening of the 24th. The
animals, which had started at speed on the morning of the 23<1,
arrived there about the same time. On the 25th the three
equipages, again placed upon the wagons, left Belle Plaine, and
finally reached Falmouth. Burnside had heen there for the last
six days, and, what would seem incredible if he had not himself
attested the fact, he was completely ignorant of the presence of
the forty-eight boats at Belle Plaine, which he could have sent
for and brought over by his wagons, and for which the carpen
ters connected with his army could easily have improvised in one
or two days the flooring which was lacking.

The delay in the arrival of these pontons, which was attended
by such fatal consequences to the Federals during the remainder
of the campaign, is one of those questions, like many that are
almost invariahly started after an unsuccessful operation, concern
ing which controversies are still carried on to this day in Amer
ica. 'Ve have entered into some details on this subject for the
purpose of pointing out one among the thousands of difficultirs
that were calculated to cause the happie."t combinations to mis
carry during that war. From what we have just stated, it i,'l
evillent in our judgment that everyone concerned in that affair
had his own share of responsibility. In the first place, Burnside
was to blame for having made the success of his campaign depend
upon a coincidencc difficult to calculate upon; then, as he has
himself acknowledged, for not having despatched an officer to
·Washington to superintend thc sending of the pontons, in order
to render such coincidence possible; finally, in not having discov
ered the presence of the boats that had been lying in the bay of
Belle Plaine since the 18th,which he could have turned to account
before the arrival of the rest of the equipages. Halleck alto-
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gether neglected to see to the execution of an order of which
he knew the importance; he neither hurried those who had
charge of it, nor notified Burnside of a delay of which he had
himself been apprised. General Woodbury committed a serious
mistake in not forwarding the two complete equipages by water,
and in despatching Spaulding's convoy with a loau which could
not fail to render the trip impossible at that season of the year. If
the wagons and the materiel which were shipped on the OL'Coquan
on the 24th had followed the forty-eight boats that came down
tIle Potomac on the 16th, the whole equipage would have reached
Belle Plaine on the 18th; and in default of horses from Wa8h
ingtQn, the army teams coulu have conveyed them immediately to
the borders of the Rappahannock.

We have said that, on the 14th, Burnside issued all the neces
sary orders for marching his army from 'Varrenton to Falmouth.
Besides the pontons he expeeted to find at this place, he had
asked for the construction of landing-piers at Aquia Creek, but
this work, which the shallow waters in the bay rendered indis
pensable, could only be undertaken under the protection of the
army. On leaving 'Varrenton he struck the Orange and Alex
andria Railroad near Elktown; his troops had to be revictualled
on their passage along this railway, and after three days' march to
find fresh supplies near Aquia Creek. Sumner was the first to
start, on the morning of the 15th, and arrived at Falmouth during
the 17th.

This village is situated on the left bank of the Rappahannock,
at a point where the river, meeting a line of steep hills, whose foot
it washes, describes an angle and changes its course from east to
south-east. The hills on the right bank, known by the name of
Marye's Heights, recede from the Rappahannock a little above
the angle, and gradually descend in gentle and open slopes as
far as a small plain, about eight hundred metres in width, where
stands the town of Fredericksburg, seated 011 the edge of the
water a little below Falmouth, and on the opposite side. A
stream called Hazel Run borders the plain to the south. More
to the east, the height., are covered with woods, and recede still .
farther from the river, and, forming a small arc of eight kilo
metre! in length, as far as the margin of another water-course of
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larger dimensions, called the Massaponax, leave a width of from
two to three kilometres to the plain adjoining the Rappahannock.
A third tributary of the latter, Deep Run, pursues its winding
course, after intersecting the arc of the wooded hills, through
a deep hollow. The turnpike and the railway from Aquia
Creek to Richmond followed this plain in the direction of the
river, after crossing from the left to the right bank over two
wooden bridges, which were destroyed at the time of which we
speak, and pllSSing through a portion of the town of Fredericks
burg. The roads leading to Orange Court-house and Spottsyl
vania Court-house, on lea\·ing this town, ascended directly upon
Marye's Heights, and soon separated, one running westward, the
other southward.

The heights on the left bank throughout the entire extent of
the ground we have just described completely commanded the
opposite bank. Consequently, as soon Sil Sumner had established
himself there on the 17th, he found it easy to silence a Confed
erate battery of light artillery, which had commenced firing npon
his heads of column from across the river. Fredericksburg lay
below him; and with the exception of this battery and a few de
tachments of infantry and cavalry, no enemy was there to dispute
its possession. The water in the Rappahannock was low, and the
fords, although extremely difficult, were yet passable. Sumner
would have desired to take advantage of this to establish himself
at once on the right bank, but a formal order forbade his cross
ing the river. Besides, the possession of Fredericksburg ,vas of
no importance unless he had taken possession of Marye's Heights
at the same time, and had the means of defending them against
Lee, who would not fail to come over at once and dispute their
occupancy. Without bridges he could not, in the middle of win
ter, place at his back a river subject to sudden freshets, and be
bad to wait for the remainder of the army, which had start~'C.i on
the 16th. Burnside, with Franklin's grand division, arrh-ed at
Falmouth on the 19th. Hooker's troops had reached the village
of Hartwood on the same day; and the latter general asked per--

. mission of his chief to cross the Rappahannock abO\-e Fredericks
burg, to bear to the north-west and occupy Marye's Heights.
With a bridge equipage this operation would have been safe and
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easy, but the circumstances which had already detained Sllmner
at Falmouth rendered it very dangerous at a time when Lee was
already approaching Fredericksburg, and a copious rain, submerg
ing all the fords, int~rposed a formidable barrier before the Fed
eral army. Burnside, having massed his entire force along the
hills on the right bank, whence he could see the plains into which
he was unable to descend, and also the heights yet unoccupied by
the enemy, was obliged to wait for the arrival of the equipages
upon which he had so imprudently relied. The army of the
Potomac was not only unable to take a single step in advance, but
even found the greatest difficulty t<> subsist in its positions. The
provisions it had brought along were exhausted, the Aquia Creek
Railroad and the landing-piers were not yet reconstructed, and the
wagons that had been sent to this point to transport articles of food
were very slow in bringing them over. In the mean time, the
forty-cight boats were waiting, unknown to the general-in-chief,
in the small bay of Belle Plaine for the vehicles and the re
mainder of the equipages, which still lay embedded in the bogs
of the Occoquan.

Lee's entire army, on the contrary, was advancing by forced
marches. Thoroughly informed as to what the enemy was doing,
owing to the sympathies of the inhabitants of the country, he had
been aware of the movement of the Federals along the left bank
of the Rappahannock since the 15th, a few hours after Sumner
had started. This intelligence had bcen confirmed on the 17th,
and he had at the same time learned of the arrival of several
transports at Aquia Crcek. This was sufficient to enable him to
form an idea of Burnside's project. A few feeblc demonstrations
against Culpepper could not deceive him, and he at once made his
dispositions to be pr('sent at the rendezvous proposed by his new
adversary before Fredericksburg.

The divisions of l\IcLaws and Ransom, with artillery and a bri
gade of cavalry, were immediately sent to occupy this important
point. On the same day, the 18th of November, Stuart, facing
the passage of the Upper Rappahannock at "\Varrenton Springs, as
certained that the whole Fcdeml army had left its positions and
Was proceeding toward Falmouth. Being now convinced that this
movement wa.~ not a feint, Lee ordered the whole of Longstreet's
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corps, which had occupied Culpepper since the 3d, to strike their
camp, and started for Fredericksburg with them. But for the riEe
in the rivet· and the delay of the pontons, which paralyzed the Fed
erals, he could not have arrived in time; he had, however, thl' satis
faction of finding McLaws in quiet possession of the height., com
manding the town; and on the morning of the 22d, Burnside, from
the summit of the opposite hills, to which he was fettered, had
the mortification of seeing the enemy's army quietly settling in
the formidable po~ition8 which hc was not yct able even to dispute.

During Longstrect's march from Culpepper to Fredericksburg,
Jackson, who had hitherto remained in the valley of Virginia, ready
to throw himself upon the right flank or the rear of the enemy,
made a corresponding movement, and l)rossing the Blue Ridge
came to take position at Orange Court-house, so as to cover the
Rapidan in case the Federals should return iu that direction, and
assist Longstrect if they attempted to force the passage of the
Lower Rappahannock. Leaving D. H. Hill at Front Royal, he
took up his own quarters at Orange Court-house, where he re
mained until the 26th of November; on that day he was sum
moned to Fredericksburg by an order from Lee, for it was evi
dent that the U nioni~ts were massing all their forces before that
town. He only reached the neighborhood on the 28th or 29th,
after marching a distance of sixty kilometres. The bridgc equi.
pages of the Federals had arrived at Falmouth on the evening of
the 25th. If Burnside had been ready to put his. army in motion
the instant he found himself in possession of the means for cro;s
ing the Rappahannock, even though it had taken the whole of
the 26th to throw the bridges across, to distribute a few rations
and eartridges to his troops, and mass them near the riwr, he
would have bcen able to attack on the 27th, on the other side of
Fredericksburg, the corps of Longstrect, which was cntirely is0
lated, not having yet had time to throw up any works. He would
perhaps havc failed, but he hall far greatcr chances of suC«'S'l
than three weeks later. He could also have sent his bridge eqni
page direct from Belle Plaine toward the great angle of the lUp
pahannock known by the name of Skinner's Neck, and tried to
effect a passage at this point either on the 27th or 28th, as the
enemy was not able at that period to offer any opposition. It
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would, however, be unjust to blame him for having allowed this
fleeting opportunity to escape him, for he was not. sufficiently well
informed to have 8&:ertained the exact position of Jackson on t.he
25th or 26th, and a fortunate chance could alone have enabled
hiIIJ. to take advantage of it. Lee's whole army was, therefore,
reunited in front of him; and instead of reaching Fretlcrickg
burg before it, he had only sureeeded in securing to the adversary
he desired to attack the protection of Il. formidable obstacle. The
difficulties of his positions were daily increasing. The weather
was frightful; and but for the extraordinary efforts of General
Haupt, whose name we have mentioned at a period when he did
not yet occupy a military position, to put the Aquia Creek Rail
road in running order, the army could not have continued to
8ubsi<;t at Falmouth. In six days he had rebuilt a viaduct, one
hundred and twenty metres in length and twenty metres high,
over the deep ravine through which Potomac Creek runs. This
magnificent work, which wa.'! four stories high, containing two
millions of feet or forty thousand cubic metres of timber, was re
markably strong; more than twenty trains heavily loaded passed
over it daily, and it withstood all t.he winter freshets.*

In the estimation of those who took a calm view of the matter,
a campaign in this section of Virginia was absolutely impossible
before the month of April. The enemy might be attacked if he
awaited such an attack without stirring, but it would be impossi
ble to follow him even after the most decided victory. Only two
alternatives, therefore, presented themselves; either to put the
army into winter quarters between Falmouth and Aquia Creek,
or to convey it to the James in order to attack Richmond by fol
lowing this river, which was open at all seasons. But Burnside
had been selected to supersede McClellan, and the c.ensure which
had been twice bestowed upon the latter had special reference to
his inaction during the preceding winter, and the selection of
Fortress :Monroe as a base of operations in his campaign against
Richmond. Burnside could not follow in the same wanderings
without disobeying the orders he had received directing him to

* This viaduct had been constructed before, in May, 1862, on the same plan
and within the same space of time, when McDowell occupied Fredericksburg,
and was destroyed in August during Pope's campaign.
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adopt a different course from that pursued by McClellan. He,
therefore, considered himself bound to attack Lee wherever he
found him. It required a fortnight to prepare his army. He
had determined to cross the Rappahannock at Skinner's Neck, as
this point, situated at a distance of twenty kilometres below Fal
mouth, afforded great facilities for such an operation, and enabled
the Federals to avoid the formidable positionA of Marye's Heights,
which commanded the suhurbs of Fredericksburg.

These preparations, howe,"er, had not escaped Lee. The en
trance of a few Federal gun-boats into the waters of the Lower
Rappahannock had attracted his attention, and he had made such
disposition of his army as to avoid being turned in that direction.
D. H. Hill's division had arrived in the early part of December
from the valley of Virginia, where it had remained until then;
it was sent to Port Royal, where it exchanged a few cannon-shots
with the Union vessels. The remainder of Jackson's corps, of
which it now formed a part, was ranged en echelon along a line
of considerable length, so as to be able to support the former or
to assist Longstreet, as circulIlstances might require. Ewell's
division was at Buckner's Neck, in the vicinity of the Rappa
hannock; that of A. P. Hill on his left, at Yerby's plantation,
near the Massaponax, and Taliaferro in the rear, at Guiney's
Station, on the Richmond Railroad. This station had become the
principal d€lp()t and centre of supplies for the army. At la..,t
everything was ready to resist Burnside if he should cross the
Rappahannock near Fredericksburg. It is true that the heights
on the left bank, known by the name of Stafford Heights, com
maDfled it., course; but if the crossing of the river could not be
seriously disputed with the Federals, such a reception could be
prepared for them on the right bank, a little beyond, as would
make them pay dear for this first advantage. During the last
three weeks the engineer officers attached to Longstreet's corps
had time to fortify his positions, which were formidable in them
selves without the aid of art.

Marye's Heights, which command Fredericksburg at the south
west, form two tiers of terraces. The highest, which is the most
remote from the town, terminates on one side on the borucrs of
the Rappahannock, at a point called Taylor's Hill, about twenty-
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five hundred metres above the angle of the river; on the other
side it is only separated by the small ravine of Hazel Run from
the chain of wooded hills to which we have before alluded, and
which is a direct continuation of it. The second terrace projects
toward Fredericksburg like a large fortification, for which nature
has provided bastions and flanks. This terrace, which presents ll.
front of twenty-five hundred metres, is divided into three almost
equal sections by two slight re-enterings. These sections are
called, the one at the north-west, Stansbury Hill, the one in the
centre, Cemetery Hill; that at the sonth-east bears more par
ticularly the nll.me of Marye's Hill, which has become celebrated
in Amerim. At each extremity of this front the rE'.'lt of the
terrace turns in nearly a right angle, resting upon the second tier
of hills, which commands it completely. On the Stansbury Hill
sirl", the front is covered by a broad and deep lateral canal (canal
rU derivation), impassable without the aid of a bridge, which peu
etrates into the town of Fredericksburg. At four hUlldred me
tres before entering this town, on a line with Cemetery Hill, a
large ditch, which carries off the waste water of the canal, detached
itself from it, and running in a parallel direction with the Rap
pahannock finally emptied into Hazel Rnn. It was an obstacle
that could he surmounted, although difficult, and which it was
ah,;olutely neces~ary to pass in order to approach the positions of
Cemetery Hill or Marye's Hill. The road from Fredericksburg
to Orange Court-house through Chancellorsville, well known
sinee as the Plank Road, pMses over the first terrace, following
the strip of land which separates these two hills. At two hun
dred metres to the south, the road from Spottsylvania Court-house,
~lIed the Telegraph Road, follows a parallel direction aeross the
plain to the foot of Marye's Hill, then, turning Buddenly south
ward, envelops the whole hill together with the angle of the
terrace, and, after traversing the rear part of it, ascends, on the
other side of Hazel Rnn, a high hillock which marks the com
mencement of the wooded ridge whose undulations reach down to
the l\Iassaponax. On the summit of Marye's Hill stand" the
house of the Marye family, from which the name is derived.
Thence a declivity of consi(lerable steepness and entirely open
dCi3CCntb to the Telegraph Road. This road, on the side of
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Fredericksburg, is supported by a sustaining wall of stone, which
also rises above the level of the road as a parapet. Beyond the
road the ground sinks gradually as far as the ditch which serves
as an outlet to the canal, rising again afterward in the direction
of the town; the whole of this space is bare, and only intersected
by fences formed of stumps of trees or boards, which afford no
shelter tQ an as...--ailant. A double line of breastworks and re
doubts crowned the summit of the two terraces, while at the foot
of the second the wall by which the road is bounded had, with
the addition of some earth, been converted intQ a continuous work,
behind which the infantry found absolute protection, and from
which it could cover with its fire the whole space intervening be
tween its positions and the ditch.

The hillock over which the Telegraph Road ps..."Ses after cross
ing Hazel Run, and which at a later period was denominated
Lee's Hill, was also covered with several redoubts, which enfiladed
this road and completely flanked the positions of Marye's HilL
This hillock, as well as those extending south-westward in the
direction of Deep Run, gradually sinks, until they reach the
plain which separates them from the Rappahannock, through a
succession of gentle slopes covered here and there with patches
of isolated wooo. They formed the centre of the Confederate
position; and although placed in the rear of the two wings, they
were defended by a number of works. The right of this position
comprised the group of hills which separate Deep Run from the
Mas...--aponax before these two water-CQurses enter the plain. This
range of hills terminates at the north-west on the borders of Deep
Run, at a point called Bernard's Cabin, and at the south-c38t in
Prospect Hill, behind which the Massaponax pursues its winding
course. Upou the slope of Prospect Hill is situated the hand
some resideuce of Captain Hamilton; a little lower down a road
detached from the Telegraph Road traverses the property, and
crossing the railway track on a level strikes the old Richmond
Road, twelve hundred metres beyond. The latter road, as we
have said, fullows a direction across the plain, nearly parallel to
the RapPJhannock, at a distance of one or two kilometres from
its banks. The railroad, after succes:;ively crossing Hazel Run
and Deep Run at some hundred metres above the road, touches
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the hills in front of Bernard's Cabin, and skirts along their base
for some distance beyond Prospect Hill. The point where it
intersects the Mine Road is called Hamilton's Crossing, which
was the first station between Fredericksburg and Bowling Green.
The hilly country comprised between Bernard'8 Cabin and Ham
ilton's Cros.~ing presented a front of three kilometres in extent,
and was covered with a dense forest, through which the Confeder
ate soldiers had cut numerous roads; the most important of these
was called the military road, which followed a parallel direction
with the riclge of the hill, at a short distance in the rear of the
brew;tworks that lined the margin of the wood. The margin fol
lows in the main the ridge of short gentle declivities which
n.>ach down to the railroad; but at one point, in the centre of the
position, the forest stret{)hes north of the road along the two banks
of a small stream. The greatest portion of the railway line fol
lows a cut of no great depth bounded by a thick eopse of young
trees interspersed with tall dry gmsses. From this line to the
road, which is enelosed by two deep ditches, the ground gently
rises, after which it sinks again down to the Rappahannock. In
the vicinity of this river, precisely fronting the centre of the chain
of hills we have just described, stands the village of Smithfield,
situated at five hundred metres from the margin of the water, six
hundred from the road, and sixtl'en hundred from the railway, the
plain at this point having a width of two and a half kilometres.
The ~rassap()nax, at a distmlCe of fourteen hundred metres from
itll confluen('{' with the Rappahannock, is crossed by the old Rich
mond road, above the bridge over which the road crosses; it is
bordered by impassahle swamps; between the bridge and Hamil
ton's Cr08sing there is an open plateau from two to threc kilome
tres in width, which gradually sinks south and in the direction
of the water-{'ourse. The Confederates had ilOt erected any work
at this point, not deeming it possiLle to extend their lines so far,
and counting on their ability to command its approaches- from
the summit of Prospect Hill.

Taken as a whole, therefore, these positions offered Lee's army
three distinct ranges of hills. That on the left, consiiiting of
Stansbury Hill, Cemetery Hill and l\Iarye's Hill, as well ll.'l the
second terrace, barred the road to anyone that shonld attempt to
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come out of Fredericksburg. The canal, prolonged by a deep
ditch, and then the wall adjoining the road, and finally the en
trenchments which crowned the crest, gave him a triple line of
defences. The middle range was protected by its potlition in the
rear of the two wings, and was also fortified by !!everal works.
The one on the right was almost as formidable as the first; for
its defenders, being concealed among the woods and able to move
about unperceived by their adversaries, were admirably po;:ted
for observing the latter at a distance in the plain, and crushing
them with the fire of their artillery so soon as they should eroe!

the railway track to climb the acclivities which rose to the mar
gin of the wood. In the wood itself the chances would have
been more equal, but the knowledge of the roads which tra,'ersed
it was a great advantage to its defenders. This long line was
entirely occupied by Longstreet's corps; Hood, from the elevation
on the right, communicated with A. P. Hill at Yerby; Pickett
and Ransom occupied the middle range j McLaws and Ander
son were encamped in the rear of MarJe's Hill and C-emetery
Hill, ready to occupy the redoubts planted on the heights ",;th
all their artillery; the first named had a brigade in Fredericks
burg; the posts of the Second extended along the line of the
Rappahanllock as far as Bank's Ford. Two cannon-shots were
to announce the crossing of the river by the Federals, and at
this alarm signal the whole Confederate army was to be under
arms.

This army, whose supplies were easily obtained through the
railroad which connected it directly with Richmond, was then in
a better condition for fighting than it had been on the borders
of the Potomac or the Shenandoah, or even at Culpepper. A
large number of soldiers, who had been taken sick or slightly
wounded during the' summer, had again joined it, and its ronks
were likewise swelled up by the draft, so that it now numbered
from eighty to ninety thousand men.* This was about twenty
thousand men less than the Federals had-a difference largely
compensated for by the necessity imposed upon the latter of tak
ing the offensive in a country where all the positions can be
easily defended.

* See the state of the situation in the Appendix.
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At the beginning of December the rain had been succeeded by
cold, and winter had set in with unwonted severity; then the
weather became. suddenly mild. Every day toward noon the
Bun dispersed the thick fog which gathered along the water
courses during the night; it thus eventually dried up the muddy
roads of Virginia, and seemed to invite the Federals to renew the
campaign. Burnside determined to take advantage of this inter
mission, and on the 8th of December gave all the necessary orders
for forcing .he passage of the Rappahannock at Skinner's Neck;
but, having learned that Jackson was awaiting him behind BOrne
entrenchments that had been hastily thrown up, he gave up the
project, nor did he think of looking out for a passage above Fred
ericksburg. In ascending the river, starting from Taylor's Hill,
the right bank is precipitous and easy to defend, and soon after is
covered with wood, which becomes thicker and thicker as one ap
proaches the almost impenetrable forest of the wilderness, which
extends beyond the point of confluence of the Rappahannock
and the Rapidau. In order to turn Lec's positions effectually, it
would have been necessary to cross the river above this point of
confluence. But Burnside could not undertake this movement,
which sound policy would otherwise have suggested, as it would
have been returning indirectly to the plan formed by McClellan
when he had proposed to march upon Culpepper; he therefore
selected the town of Fredericksburg itself as the point of eros!='
ing, although ·he fully realized the difficulties attending such an
enterprise. From the summit of Stafford Hejghts hc could per
fectly distinguish the two lines of fortifications erected along the
terraces in front of him, and it was easy to calculate the number
of guns that would be placed in position, for the purpose of over
throwing his troops, as soon as the latter had. deployed along the
plain. But this very difficulty was the cause of his resolution.
He thought that the enemy, deeming this position impregnable,
would weaken it, and that it might be possible to wrest it from
him whilst the main body of his forces was occupied in watching
the Lower Rappahannock. This was to form a very wrong opin
ion ·of such vigilant adversaries as Lee and his lieutenants. But
even if he had succeeded in deceiving them for an instant, the
troops to whom the guarding of Marye's Heights and Lee's Hill
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had been entrusted for the last three weeks would have sufficed
to repel any direct attack upon those heights. At a council of
war which he held prior to putting his army in motion, and in
which his generals agreed in reeommending him to concentrate
the entire effort of his army upon a single point, a German pris
oner, who was questioned on the subjeet, gave an exact descrip
tion of the defences accumulated on the Telegraph Road. This
information would have caused any general-in-chief to hesitate.
He, however, merely replied, "That has always been' my favorite
point of attack." * Those fatal heights already pos.':essed a strange
fascination for him; but none around him participated in his
views with the exception of the old Sumner, whose age had by no
means cooled his somewhat indi"ereet ardor. The whole army
had witnessed the earth thrown out of the enemy's entrenchments,
and there was not a soldier who, after attentively surveying these
positions, had not arrived at the conclusion that his general would
find some means of turning them.

The army would ccrotinly have felt well disposed to fight if
its chief had at the outset inspired his troops with confidencc.
McClellan was much regretted by a great many officers and a
large majority of the soldicrs; but while these regrets ga"e rise
to a feeling of jealousy among the superior officers, and excited a
spirit of criticism a."O'llinst his successor, the soldiers asked for
nothing bettcr than to follow him if he was eapable of leading
them to victory. Unfortunately, he was almost a stranger to
them. He had neither taken part in the laborious organi7.ation
of the army, nor participated in the battles which the latter had
fought before Hichmoml; people waited to judge of him by his
work. COllsequently, when the army, which had been massed ill
front of Fredericksburg and Smithfield since the day previous,
was onlercd on the eYelling of the 10th to take up its line of
march in the direction of the Rappahannock, this order was re
ceived with a mixture of satisfaction and astonishment. The
restless and monotonous life of the cantonments in presence of
the enemy was about to cease; but everybody felt that it wa~

* See Hooker's deposition, Report of the Commit~ 011 the Condud of tAe War,
1863, vol. i., p. 667.
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only ended for t.he purpose of entering upon a desperate enter
prise.

The night W88 clear and cold, and the artillery rolled lightly
along the frozen roads. Franklin, with his grand division, was
to t.hrow across three ponton bridges on the left-two a little
above the mouth of Deep Run, and the last lower down, oppo
site Smithfield. Sumner was ordered to cross over by two other
bridges in front of Fredericksburg, Hooker to remain on the right
ronk ready to cross the river in order to filupport either. The re
serve artillery, under the immediate command of General Hunt,
took position on the summit of Stafford Heights, so as to protret the
operation. The boots, being speedily unloaded, were thrown upon
the water, and the process of constructing the bridges commenced.
The most profonnd silence prevailed on both sides of the Rappa
hannock. In the eyes of the Confederate sentinelR, who were
watching the northern horizon, the heights on the left bank, which
were only visible through the reflection of lights which their ad
versaries were striving to hide, seemed to wear the pale crown of
an aurora borealis. In front of the Federals were deployed in a
vast semicircle the bivouac fires of Longstreet's corps, the bright
flames of which presented in relief the formidable positions that
were to be attacked. Soon, however, the sound of the pontoniers'
hammers attracted the attention of the advanced posts of Barks
dale's Mississippi brigade, which occupied Fredericksburg; they
gave signal of the danger by a few mlL'Iket-shots, and shortly
after, toward five o'clock in the morning, two cannon-shots, fired
from one of the batteries of Marye's Hill, aroused the whole Con
federate army.

Before daylight a thin fog spread like a curtain between the
two belligerents, but it was not dense enough to completely inter
cept the view from one side of the river f.(> the other, and prevent
Barksdale's soldiers from firing upon the Federal pont<miers, who
were bringing their boats into po;;ition one by one and adjusting
the planks of the flooring. The fiTing presently became so brisk
that, despite their coolness, the latter were obliged to suspenrl their
work. Several Union regiments hastened down to the shore to pro
tect them; but being more exposed than the enemy, who lay con
cealed in the houses and cellars adjoining the river, they sustained

VOL. II.-3i
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great losses without being able to silence the guns. Day broke
and the morning advanced without any progress having been
made by the Federals in their work; their operations had been
resumed three or four times, but the precision of the enrm.r's fire
had always stopped them. The unfinished bridge was covered
with blood; it was time, therefore, to bring matters to a crisis.
Intelligence had been brought that on the left Franklin had not.
met with any serious obstacle; this would have been the time for
Burnside to take a new departure, and mass all his troops in that
direction, confining himself to some simple demonstrations before
Fredericksburg to occupy the enemy. But the hills of Marye's
Heights, which the mist screened from view, were the object of
all his preoccupation, and the difficulties of the crossing disturbed
him without dcterring him from his purpose. The town-elock of
Fredericksburg, which had also been enveloped in the thickening
fog, had just struck eleven. The position of the town was well
known; and notwithstanding this fog, Burnside ordered it to be
bombarded, in the hope of dislodging the Missi8Sippians, who had
hitherto so gallantly held him in check.

When Sumner had arrived at Falmouth three weeks before, he
had warned the mayor of Fredericksburg of the danger the popu
lation of that town would incur, which population before the war
numbered about five thousand souls. That portion of the inhab
itants who were in easy circumstances had abandoned the plaL>e;
but the others had either remained, or returned to their homes
after a few days' absence, and were living betwccn two powerful
armies, whose first encounter must necessarily take place in their
streets, without seeming to care for either. It required Barks
dale's brisk, sharp musketry to make them quit their dwelliugll
and seek refuge in the rear of Longstreet's lines. 'Vhcn the
bombardment commen(',cd, the town was deserted. The sound of
one hundred and fifty cannon, opening fire at once, wa.'! repeated
in the distance by the echoes of the Rappahannock, and conveyed to
the Confederate generals confil"mation of the notice given in the
morning by the alarm signal.

Toward one o'clock the appearance of flames, seen through the
mist, announced that Fredericksburg was on fire; and shortly after,
a light brceze sprang up as if by magic, tearing asunder the hu-
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mid veil that enveloped the town. The sun hurst forth, throwing
a vivid light over the lists where the two armies were about to
measure strength. Smoking ruins marked here and there the
ravages caused by Federal !lhells; but in general the hotL'lp's, built
of brick, had withRtood the effects of the bombardment, whilst
Barksdale's sharpshooters, who had not been dislodged, again in
terrupted the construction of the bridge. On the heights beyond
Fredericksburg the divisions of Anderson and McLaws could
be seen drawn up in line of battle; their artillery, ready for ac
tion, reserved its fire until the enemy's infantry should be com
pelled to deploy before it at short range.

Franklin had completed the construction of his bridges, but
was ordered by the general-in-chief not to cross the river until
those in process of construction before Fredericksburg were fin
ished. In order to conquer the resistance which the Federals
encountered before that town, Hunt proposed te Burnside to ship
some soldiers in the boats that had not yet been fastened together,
and send them to the other side of the river to dislodge the ene
my's sharp8hooters; this is what should have been done at the
very first. The Seventh Michigan, the Tenth and Twentieth
1tlassachusetts, one thousand men in all, thus crossed rapidly
over, losing but a few men. They were soon reinfortoed; and the
Mississippians, driven into the centre of the town, left behind them
sixty prisoners, thirty killed and one hundred wounded. To
ward four o'clock the two bridges were at last completed, and
Sumner sent Howard's division to occupy Fredericksburg. The
Rappahannock was then crossed at all the points; but it was get~

ting dark, aud the 11th day of December was drawing to a close.
It was the first respite granted to the enemy.

The latter had taken advantage of it. At the sound of the
alarm-gill, Lee had hastened to Longstreet's headquarters, al
though afraid lest this movement might prove to be only a feint;
but when the fog cleared away, discovering to him the whole Fed
eral army, and wheu Hood's outposts had exchanged a few shots
on the right bank of the river with Franklin's cavalry, all doubts
were at once dispelled. The satisfaction which the commander
of' the Confederate army experienced at this sight, and which he.
did not conceal from those around him, was shared by all !lis
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soldiers. In fact, after having carefully fortified a position which
was naturally almost impregnable, he beheld his adversary rush
ing headlong into the circle of fire which had long since been
prepared to receive him. There was nothing more to be done but
to mass the whole army upon the ground where Burnside was so
imprudently going to seek him. The latter even allowed his
opponent time to effect this ooncentr-dtion. Jackson was sent for
in great haste; but Ewell and D. H. Hill, who occupied positions
on the Lower Rappahannock, could not arrive before the 13th,
and Taliaferro, who was encamped at Guiney's Station, not before
the evening of the 12th. If, therefore, the battle had been fought
on that day, Lee would have been deprived of the assistance of
two or three of his divisions.

To have brought about this result, it would have been sufficient
. for Burnside, as soon as apprised of the completion of the bridges
on the left, to have ordered Franklin to put his soldiers over these
bridges; a large portion of this general's troops would thus han
found themselves on the other side of the river on the morning
of the 12th, and while they began the fight, the remainder of the
army could have crossed the river and gone to their support.
Nothing of the kind took place. Held back by Burnside's in
struetioDs, Franklin only began crossing on the morning of the
12th, Reynolds' corps taking the lower and Smith's the upper
bridge.

The night of the 11th or 12th was extremely oold, and the
soldiers, deprived of fire, suffered greatly. In the morning, as on
the previous day, they found themselves enveloped in a mist
which favored preliminary operations. But these operations
should have ended by noon, when the fog usuaU)' disappeared;
instead of this, the whole day was again wasted in mere prepara
tions; and when the sun made his appearance, Lee was enabled to
examine at leisure the whole of the enemy's army deployed be
fore him, saying to himself that the next morning llie own troops
would also be all assembled on the field of battle.

Burnside does not appear to have attached any importance to
this delay, nor to have made any effort to accelerate the crossing
in order to engage the battle on the 12th. Toward five o'clock
in the evening he proceeded to inspect the positions occupied by
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Franklin. If the army of the Potomac had any chance of vic
tory, it was by directing all its efforts on that. side against the
woods where the Confederate right. was posted. Franklin en
deavored to convince his chief of this, and asked for instruc
tions, directing him to make a vigorous attack with all his forces
on the following morning; he required the whole night to assem
ble and mass them. Amid the darkness, which was prolonged
by the fog, leaving but four or five hours of daylight for the
actual fighting, he needed considerable time to put his forty thou
sand men in motion. Fifty-five thousand might even have been
mll5tered in front of the lower bridges if that portion of Hook
er's grand division which was to support Fmnklin in case of
necessity should be added to the command of the latter. The
divisions of Birney and Sickles, of Stoneman's corps, were, in
fact, encamped on the left bank, fronting Smithfield, ready to
pass over the bridge, which Reynolds had crossed on the 12th.
But Burnside was unable tt> come to any decision, and left
Franklin, promising to send him his instructions before mid
night. The night passed without any being received-a pre
cious time irreparably lost-and it was only toward six o'clock
in the morning that the general-in-ehief issued orders to his three
lieutenants for the decisive day which had already commenced.
Franklin received them a little before eight o'clock. It is in
the character of thc.."C instructions, and not to subsequent expla
nations, that we must look for the designs of the general-in-ehief.
Insteaq of the great movement lloO'Uinst the enemy's right recom
mended by his principal lieutenant", Burnside ordered two par
tial and simultaneous attacks, each to be made by one or two
divisions, upon two points separated by more than six kilometres
from each other, in the direction of Hamilton's Crossing and the
Telegraph Road. It appears, from the measures he ordered, that
the Union general still hoped to take his opponent by surprise,
notwithstanding the forty-eight hours of respite he had granted
him. He believed, in fact, that one or two divisions would
suffice to break the enemy's line on each side, and that, once mas
ter of these two points, he could easily carryall the works,
erected by Lee with so much skill and care. In informing
Franklin of the attack to be made on Marye's Hill on the
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right, and in ordering him to place troops within reach of those
that were to undertake it, he ordered him to hold all his com
mand in readiness for an eccentric movement toward the old
Richmond road. This road follows the course of the Rappa
hannock as far as the Massaponax; after crossing this stream, it
inclines southward in the direction of Bowling Green, thus turn
ing the extreme right of the line of battle of the Confederates.
Burnside's plan, therefore, was to capture the keys of the enemJ's
positions on the left amI right with small detachments, so as to put
his army on the march in two diverging lines immediately after,
Sumner and the greater part of Hooker~s grand division follow
ing the Telegraph Road, Franklin with the remainder of Hook
er's troops that of Bowling Green. The two partial attacks were
but the prelude to this operation, which supposed the adversary
to be divided and surprised before he had time to collect his
forces.* On t.he morning of the 13th the two entire grand dh'is
ions of Sumner and Franklin were on the right bank of the Rap
pahannock. The former had placed Couch's corps (the Second)
in Fredericksburg and the vicinity, fronting the terrace formed
by the heights of Marye's Hill and Stansbury Hill; Wilcox's
(the Ninth) was on the left of Hazel Run, resting on the banks
of Deep Run, along the old Richmond road. Franklin had
deployed Smith's corps (the Sixth) on his right, which extended
nearly as far as Deep Run and occupied the slight undulation of
ground between the road and the banks of the Rappahannock.
The extreme left was formed by Reynolds' corps (the First), posted
in front of Smithfield. Bayard's cavalry had felt the lnemy's
pickets the day before. The Confederates were found every"
where in force, and all the reports current through the country
represented their positions in the woods as almost impregnable.

Everything, in fact, was ready on the side of the ConfederatftJ
for the attack which had been expected for the last two days.
Jackson's arrival had enabled Longstreet to clo...~ his lines on the
left. During the afternoon of the 12th, A. P. Hill had relieved
Hood in the works erected along the margin of the woods from
Hamilton's Crossing to Bernard's Cabin; Hood had taken posi
tion on the heights between Deep Run and Hazel Run, in the

* See Note A at the end of this volume.
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place of Pickett, who was stationed at the foot of the hills be
tween the second stream and the Telegraph Road. Ransom, who
was posted on the Plank Road, considerably in the rear, advanced
in order to reinforce McLaws' and Anderson's line, and sent
Cooke's brigade to occupy the left of the stone wall, along the
Telegraph Road between those two divisions! Taliaferro's divis
ion of Jackson's corps formed on the evening of the 12th a sec
ond line behind that of A. P. Hill.

D. H. Hill and Ewell had a long distan<:e to march; they
trayelled the whole night of the 12th or 13th, and arri\'ed at
early dawn. Jackson placed the former in third line behind Tal
iaferro; Ewell took position a little obliquely on the right of the
latter, resting his extreme right on the railroad, in front of Ham
ilton's Crossing, and consequently facing north. Stuart's cavalry
extended beyond this point on both sides of the old Richmond
road. This general had with him eighteen field-pieces under
command of Major Pelham, a young officer who was as skilful as
brave. Along the whole line the artillery was ~o disposed as
to command the space which the Federals had to cross before
they could engage the infantry. Forty-seven guns covered the
most exposed part of the front of Jackson's corps, fourteen of
which were on the right, along the slopes of Prospect Hill,
twenty-one on the left around Bernard's Cabin, and twelve at
two hundred metres on the right of the latter in an advanced
position beyond the railroad, whence they could strike in flank
any colqmn marching toward the extreme end of the wood above
mentioned. Most of Hood's guns occupied the summit of Lec's
Hill, from which they enfiladed the Telegraph Road. Two large
thirty-pounders, recently brought from the Richmond foundry, had
been added to their number on the evening of the 12th, but they
both exploded during the next day's battle. The remainder of
Longstreet's artillery was distributed among the redoubts which
crowned Marye's Hill, Cemetery Hill and Stansbury Hill. The
Confederates had nearly two hundred cannon in line.

Franklin opened the battle. As soon as he received Burnsille's
instructions, he ordered Reynolds to take Meade's division and
attack the position indicated, which nearly corresponded with the
centre of A. P. Hill. The other two divisions of the same corp,;,
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under Gibbon and Doubleday, formed in column by brig:ulcs,
were ordered to support Meade by keeping a little in the rear,
the former on his right, the latter on his left. He had about five
thousand men under his orders, Doubleday as many, Gibbon nearly
six thousand, whieh swelled the number of effective combatants
at Reynolds' disposal to sixteen thousand. The fog was so dense
that from the Confederate lines one could hear, without being
able to distinguish the enemy, the words of command gi,oen hy
the officers. The Federals marched at random, and consequently
very slowly; there was nothing to guide them except the vague
remembrance of certain objects that had been seen the day before.
The plain was intersected hy wide and deep ditches, which delayed
the progress of the artillery and broke the ranks of the infantry.
At last, between nine and ten o'clock, Meade had pns.."ed beyond
the road, and was preparing for the attack, when the fog suddenly
cleared off, enabling the Confederates, who had hitherto only ex
changed a few skirmishing shots with the Federals, to see their
columns. Stl!-art's cannon, posted along the road, immediately
opened an oblique fire upon Meade, which compelled him to halt.
His left brigade was posted en potence to sustain the division ar
tillery, which was trying to silence the enemy's guns. At the expi
ration of half an hour Doubleday came to rclieve him, deploy
ing in front of Stuart, while Meade continued his onward march.
This demonstration on the part of the Confederate light batteries
thus occupied a whole division, which, had it been able to follow
that of Meade, might perhaps have secnred the success of the at
tack which the latter was about to make. But the Federals were
fighting with a river at their back, and the farther they got from
their bridges, the more they feared to be cut off from them in
case of a reverse; the necessity of covering their communications,
then'fore, already absorbed a great portion of their strength.

While Doubleday was facing to the left, Meade was advancing
toward the railroad. Not an enemy was to be seen along the
skirts of the wood.,. Jackson was hiding his battalions, and
waiting for his adversary to approach within easy range. The
Fcdeml artillery, however, covered the cop..'iCS occupied by A. P.
Hill's division with shells, anci inflicted considerable losses upon
it. Pelham had retired, but Doubleday was not yet ordered to

\
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advance, for it was still feared that the enemy might make an
offensive return along the roaa. In the mean time, Meade had
arrived within eight hundred metres of the positions occupied by
Walker's artillery near Prospect Hill. At a given signal the
latter opened the fire; the twelve guns posted at the left centre of

, the Confederate line did the same. Meade found himself alone
in an entirely open space, where he was exposed to the fire of two
powerful batteries, which were on Jackson's flanks, and the pro
jectiles of which crossed each other in his ranks. The very
silence which prevailed, in the woods that covered the enemy,
proved to the experienced soldiers that the latter was there in
force, and was seeking to provoke an attack.

Before making this attack it was necessary to silence his guns
and wait for the reinforcement'3 required for holding him in check at
other points. Gibbon deployed on the right of Meade, and the left
of Smith's corps, consisting of Howe's division, advanced toward
the positions of Bernard's Cabin, forming a junction with Gibson.
Finally, Franklin, whose grand division was already in line,
summoned to his aid the two divisions of Stoneman's corps which
had been detached from Hooker's command, and stationed on the
left bank for the purpose of' supporting him in case of need.
Sickles' division remained near the bridges, whilst that of Birney
was sent to Meade's relief. About this time, a little before noon,
Franklin received an order from Burnside, as vague as the pre
~ing ones, directilig him" to advance his line and his right."
It was at the moment when, in fact, the whole of his line was
advancing, and it was too late to introduce any changes in the
dispositions already made.

While the infantry was thus deploying along the Federal left,
the three batteries of Birney's division engaged Walker's artillery,
posted on Prospect Hill; Gibbon's cannon replied to the Coufed
erate guns planted in front of the railroad, and after one and a
half hour's fight they finally succeeded in obtaining a decided
advantage. Two of ·Walker's caissons exploded; and although
Jackson had employed all the guns which covered his front, his
fire had evidently slackened. Birney approached, and Reynolds
gave Meade the signal for attack.

A. P. Hill had posted part of the brigade of Brockenborough
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at the extremity of the wood beyond the railroad. His line
was formed by three brigades drawn up in the l"('ar of the track,
Lane in the centre, a little in advance of the others, Pender
on the left, and Archer on the right, separated from each other
by considerable intervals. Behind these intervals, along the mil
itary road, were Gregg's brigade on the right and Thomas' on
the left.

Meade's Pennsylvanians were well-tried troops whom we have
already seen fighting gallantly before Richmond, at Beaver Dam
and on the bloody battle-field of Glendale. As they advanced
through the open plain which separated tbem from the woods,
with a brilliant sun shining upon them, a sharp fire of musketry
broke out along the entire skirt of the wood; and the Federal
artillery having remained silent for fear of injuring them, the
Confederate guns covered the advancing column with grape.
Nothing, however, could stop them; tbe extremity of the wood
was reached, and Brockenborough forcibly driven to the other
side of the railroad, the battery posted in the vicinity being also
obliged to retire in great haste. Meade's dash did not stop
there; but quickly crossing the railway track without slackening
his pace, he carried the entrenchments defended by Lane's bri
gade. The first line of the Confederates was pierced. Sinclair's
Federal brigade, supported by that of Magilton, dispersed Lane's
soldiers, wbile, on his left, the brigade of the Union general Jack
son, having penetrated into tbe interval of the enemy's line,
flanked Archer's left, drove it back in disorder and pushed on
as far as the military road, where it encountered Gregg's brigade,
which scarcely expected such a vigorous attack. Gregg himself,
having mistaken the enemy for Confederate soldiers of the first
line, forbade his men to fire; and when a discharge of musketry
at short range undeceived him at last, he fell mortally wounded.
The most exposed regiment of the line, called Orr's Rifles, was
almost annihilated. The remainder of the brigade re-formed
with difficulty some distance in the rear. In the mean while,
Meade's right, after driving Lane's brigade before it, had become
engaged with Thomas' brigade, which made a stand before him.
It was a critical moment; it would require one or two fresh divis
ions to penetrate the gap that Meade opened through the first
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Confederate line, and immediately to attack the second, for the
Pennsylvania division had completely exhausted its strength.
No reinforcements, however, were within reach. Doubleday on
the left had long remained watching the Richmond road; Gibbon
on the right, after a vigorous attack, allowed himself to be stopped
by the last brigade on the left of Hill's line, on the border of the
railroad; more to the right, the whole of Smith's corps, number
ing about twenty-one thousand moo, was deployed in front of the
enemy's centre, with which his skirmishers only exchanged occa
sional shots. In this direction the Federals had not made a
serious attack, but it would have required several hours to bring
a part of Smith's corps to the relief of the extreme left. Bir
ney's division had not come up on a line with the point occupied
by Meade previous to the attack. Franklin had established his
headquarters far in the rear; and being desirous to execute the or
ders he had received literally, he did not dare to engage the greater
portion of his forces, bolding them in readiness for the movement
along the Richmond road mentioned in Burnside's despatch.
Therefore, in the absence of a well-specified plan and the want
of positive instructions for the concentration of his troops, Frank
lin found that he had scattered the fifty thousand men placed
under his command along a too extended line, whilst Meade's
five thousand soldiers, deprived of timely support, were about to
lose in an instant all the advantages obtained by their courage.

A portion of Archer's brigade was, in fact, making a bold
stand on the extreme Confederate right; the soldiers of Lane,
Gregg and Brockenborough rallied at the appeal of their officers,
and there were three strong divisions in their rear that had not
yet been in action, which were hastening to their relief. ·Whilst
Paxton's brigade of Taliaferro's division was advancing and
stopping the Federals in front, Early, who on this occasion
commanded Ewell's division, fell upon their left flank with
three brigades. It was impossible to withstand any longer such
superior forces j the Union general Jackson was killed while
vainly endeavoring to stem the tide of the advancing foe, whose
forces were four or five times as great as Meade's soldiers.
The latter were driven back upon the railroad, and crossed it
in disorder. Early, at the head of his division and the d8Jris
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of A. P. Hill's, crossed in pursuit of them. The Confederates
rushed forward with loud yells, throwing themselves upon the
artillery, which was covering Meade's retreat; but at this mo
ment Birney's division appeared upon their right flank, and by a
well-sustained fire quickly obliged them to seek refuge in the
woods, leaving more than five hundred men killed or wounded on
the ground. Birney, crossing the railroad in turn, took ~~ion
of the thickets that lay south- of this line and pushed into the
wood, but he could not effect another br<'8.ch in the position of
his adversaril'S. Meade had suffered too much to be of any assist
ance. Doubleday was still extending his lines to the left in front
of the Confederate guns, which had again been placed in position
on Prospect Hill. Although not closely engaged, Gibbon, find
ing himself exposed without shelter to a terrific fire of artillery
and musketry, had experienced severe losses and been himself
wounded. The cannon-balls of the enemy were flying in every
direction through the vast plain where the Federal reserves were
seen in the distance; one of these projectiles, fired by a Whitworth
gun across the MassaponRX, mortally wounded the cavalry gen
eral Bayard while he was quietly seated at the foot of a tree.
Full of dash and daring, trainoo by long campaigns against the
Indians, Bayard had brought away a glorious memento of those
wars in the shape of an arrow wound, which had left a deep scar
upon his check; he would certainly have reached the foremost
rank among the most brilliant chief.~ of the Fedcral cavalry, and
he died regretted by all his commdes. At two o'clock Reynolds
was master of the railway line, but he did not feel strong enough
to attempt to recapture the woods of which Meade had for a
moment been in possession.

While the belligerents were thus fiercely contending for that
portion of the forest which adjoined Hamilton's Cl"Ossing, the
attack of the Federnl right wing had been even more unfortu
nate and far more bloody. It will be remembered that Burn
side's plan was to throw upon the Plank Road and Telegraph Road
a column of equal strength with that which was to make the
attack on the left, and that by this manreuvre he expected to
seize all the positions of Marye's Hill, Cemetery Hill and Stans
bury Hill. The two attacks were to be nearly simultaneous.
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Early in the morning Sumner had made his dispositioll."! for bat
tle without being molested by the enemy, owing to the thick fog
which envel0.t>ed both the armies. To French's division of
Couch's corps was assigned the perilous task of leading the attack;
that of Hancock was to follow and support it.

Burnside had reserved to himself the direction of the hattIe more
especially along that part of his front; he had not, however,
crossed the Rappahannock, and had taken up his quarters in the
handsome residence of Mr. Phillips, which, from the heights on
the left bank, overlooked the entire plain and the hills opposite.
He had all the reserve artillery about him, which was preparing
to support the attack of the infantry with its fire. But the heavy
mist which hung over the valley of the Rappahannock, and hid
from him the enemy's army, did not disappear until toward eleven
o'clock; it was the moment when Meade was cannonading the
Confederate batteries of Prospect Hill. The battle, therefore,
had not yet seriously commenced on the left. In proportion as
the sun dispersed the vapors which clung to the hillsides, the
successive lines of entrenchments filled with Confederate soldiers,
whose bayonets glistened in the distance, could be seen, clearly
defined, from the headquarters of the Union army. The Confed
erates awaited without moving the attack of their adversaries,
but as soon as they saw the town of Fredericksburg filled with
Federal troops, who had been massed there after crOAAing the river,
their artillery opened its fire upon this doomed city. The heights
of Marye's Hill were immediately encircled with a double crown
of white smoke, the bluish tinge of which could not be mistaken
for the lingering wreaths of the morning fog, and which revealed
the strength of the means of defence accumulated by Lee at this
point. This prelude should have made Burnside feel the rash
ness of his undertaking, but his purpose was irrevocably fixed.
He gave the signal of attack to his right, and French's columns,
emerging into the plain, soon diverted the attention of the enemy's
cannoneers from the town.

These columns, emerging by way of the cemetery, were obliged
-t:o defile over the two or three bridges that still remained in order
i;;.o cross the large draining ditch, and to deploy afterward on the
other side under the murderous fire of all of McLaws' batteries.
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The cannon-balls L'Ommitted a fearful ra\'age among those deep
and almost immovable masses. They were not, however, staggered,
and as soon as the line was formed, Kimball's brigade, followed
at a short distance by two other hrigades, admnced against the
stone wall adjoining the road, behind which were posted the Con
federate brigades of Cook and Cobb. For the space of six hun
dred metres, over which these troops had to pass, every step in
the advance was marked by dead bodies; they closed their ranks
without stopping. When within two hundred metres of the
enemy, they were received by dischargcs of musketry, every shot
of milich, aimed at leisure, made sure of a victim.

Hunt's artillery had vainly endeavored to silence the batterie>
posted on Marye's Hill; the distance was too great. They dis
dained to reply to him, devoting all their attcntion to the as
sailants, llnd Hunt himself was obliged to intermit his fire for fear
of killing more friends than foes. The field-pieces of Couch's
corps could not accompany their infantry; they would have been
dismounted in an instant. French's soldiers, however, were still
pushing forward, but at fifty paces from the wall, the first line,
which was reduced to a handful of men, halted and began to
skirmish. The two brigades that were following could not pass
beyond this fatal point, and after a single discharge they retired,
leaving one-third of their comrades on the ground. Hancock
immediately took their place. This brilliant officer, who had
always inspired his 80ldiers with the ardor by which he was him
self animated, was in command of well-tried troops. The sight
of the massacre of their e,ompanions, and the formidable positions
that rose before them, did not cause them to hesitate for a single
instant. Three flags, planted by French's soldiers within eighty
or one hundred metres of the enemy's line, floated amid the ron
non-shot and musket-balls alone above the dead bodies that sur
rounded them.

They seemed to call for new combatants, or rather new victims.
Meagher's Irish brigade was the first to rush forward. A portion
of French's troops, who had felt reluctant to leave the vicinity
of this field of carnage, joined it, and the rest of Hancock's di
vision followed close. All the generals were on foot at the head
of their soldiers. Howard's division came out of the town for
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the purpose of following in thc tracks of Hancock should the
latter meet with any success. On the left, 'Wilcox had deployed
the Xinth corps in front of Pickett's Confederate division; the
divisions of Sturgi.'3 and Getty extended from Hazel Run to Deep
Run, while that of Burns was on the othcr side of the latter
stream, ncar Smith's corps. The embankment of an unfinished
railroad covered Hancock's left to within a certain distance of the
stone wall; his centre as well as his right was utterly unpro
tected. Nevertheless, his whole line reached and passed beyond
the flags planted by French; but when within twenty or twenty
five metres of the wall, it also halted, and all those who had gone
beyond were instantly struck down. The Federal line wavered,
without, however, falling far back, while, enveloped in smoke, it
opened a sharp fire upon the defenders of the stone wall. From
time to time a group of soldiers was seen advancing to reach the
obstacle; but this movement, always unsuccessful, was soon fol
lowed by a speedy retreat, which brought back the small number
of those who had eseaped death. The Federals, however, main
tained themselves; and if they could not gain ground, they suffered
themselves to be decimated without abandoning the place. Their
losses were enormous, but their adversaries were also beginning
to suffer; in vain did they shelter themselves behind the wall, in
vain did the artillery, which fired over their head8, throw i~

shrapnels into the midst of the a.'lsailants; their ranks were fast
thinning off.

The two brigades, which up to this time had alone defend<..>d
the stone wall, lost their two commanders at the same moment~

General Cobb killed and General Cook seriously wounded. But
numerous reinforcements were at hand. Ransom's brigade * had
come to the relief of Cook's; Kershaw had been sent by M:c
Laws to succor Cobb's soldiers. These new troop!, were placed
in rear of those they eame to support; and owing to a slight in
clination in the ground they occupied on the road, they were
enabled to open a well-sustained fire of four ranks upon the
assailants. The Federals had no hope left. The bravest among
them acknowledged that it would be folly to remain any longer

*'fhis brigade, like many others, had preserved the name of its former chief,
althouih the latter commanded the whole division to which it belonged.



592 THE CIVIL WAR IN AJIERICA.

before a position which it was impossible to carry. On the left,
Sturgis and Getty, each on one side of Hazel Run, kept op a
lively fire of musketry with Pickett aud the troops posted at the
south angle of Marye's Hill; and without being able to approach
the latter sufficiently near to menace them seriously, they found
themselves exposed to a cross-fire from the batteries of Hood and
McLaws, which caused them considerable losses. Out of six thou
sand men, Hancock's division had lost two thousand, of whom
one hundred and fifty-six were omcers; among the wounded,
those who could drag themselves along formed a long column,
extending as far as the temporary hospitals in the town of Fred
ericksburg. The others lay npon the ground for which the Fed
erals were obstinately contending. It was in vain that Howard
advanced on the right in order to support Hancock's efforts;
Getty, crossing Hazel Run with two brigades, tried in yain to
make a diversion in his fa"or by attacking the right of the Con
federate positions; all these attempts only served to increase the
number of victims without shaking the enemy. The moment had
arrived for yielding, and the Federals retired behind a small rise
of ground situated in front of the draining ditch which in some
places afforded them somewhat of a shelter. Howard occupied
the right of thp. line, Hancock and French, with the debrUJ of
their respecti\·e divisions, the centre, Sturgis, with a portion of
Getty's troops, the left. There were no Union troops between
Hazel Run and Deep Run, except on the yery banks of the Rap
pahannock. It was about half-past one, the precise moment when
Jackson had driven :Meade out of the Hamilton wood on the"left.
Burnside's plan for surprising and dividing the Confederate army
had, therefore, completely failed. The two indepmdent attacks
which constituted the first part of this plan had each been made
with more forces than he had directed to be employed, and
with great vigor; both of these attacks had only succeeded, at
the cost of immense bloodshed, in revealing the strength of the
enemy's positions; and without having gained an inch of ground,
it was the Federal army instead of Lee's which fonnd itself
divided into two fractions, each fighting a separate battle on if1!
own side.

Everything demanded of Burnside to stop, anll to give up bis
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undertaking or to change his plan. But instead of doing this, he
cluug to his purpose with the persistency of men whom disappoint
ments irritate without enlightening. He ordered Franklin to
charge the enemy once more, and this time with the whole of llis
forces, in order to draw all his attention and facilitate a new at
tack upon the right. He was not aware that his numerous as
saults in that direction had been solely repelled by Longstreet's
artillery and four brigades of infantry, whilst at the other extrem
ity of the line Jackson had brought but little more than one-half
of his troops into"action. He demanded of Franklin to achieve
the first 8Uccess; to accomplish this he should have given this
general the support of all the troops who were not participating
in the fight elsewhere.

Hooker, one of whose divisions was in Fredericksburg and two
on the left wing, had three others in addition on the north side of
the river, which might also have been sent in that direction. Burn
side ordered him to push them across the river, but it was only
for the purpose of leading them to that part of the battle-field
which had already been uselessly drenched in blood; one of them
was to support Sturgis' division on the left, the other two were to
attempt a new attack against the wall which had baffled all the
efforts of French and Hancock. Hooker started at once with the
divisions of Sykes and Humphreys, of Butterfield's corps, desig
nated for this dangerous expedition. He was justly looked upon
as one of the bravest and most enterprising generals of the army.
Since the battle of Williamsburg, where he had fought almost
along against Longstreet, down to that of Antietam, where he was
wounded, he had acquired for himself, through his entire deport
ment, the nickname of "Fighting Joe," which his soldiers had
given him. But when he beheld the positions he was ordered to
attack, after questioning French and Hancock as to the means of
approaching them, his military instinct clearly demonstrated to
him the impossibility of succeeding in such an attempt, and he
sent an aid~e-camp to Burnside, asking- for a counter-order.
The general-in-chief was inflexible. Hooker was so thoroughly
convinced that he adopted one of those resolutions which none
but men whose courage is above suspicion can take with impunity.
IDStead of leading his soldie~ to a useless butchery, he recrossed

VOL. H.-38
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the river in order to see his chief in person and try to di;,suooe
him from so disastrous a project.

Burnside, being detained by some strange fatality on the len.
bank of the river, had not left the Phillips malJsion; he had no
opportunity of taking a close survey of the positiolJS he pcrsi8tcd
in t~ng to rorry, nor had he witnessed the scenes of rornagc of
which those positions had been the theatre; he had neither shared
the dangers nor acquired the experience of those who had attacked
them, and who had. been fortunate enough to come back; his dut~·,

therefore, WU8 to listen to them. But the ruling idea whieh had
taken hold of a mind wearied by a too heavy responsibility mis
led the heart and the reason of this brave 8Olrlier. The officers
who surrounded him, silent witnes..."l's of a scene which they have
often relatcd since, saw with terror the unfortunate Burnside
striding up and down the terrace, from whence he could suryc}"
the whole battle-field: pointing to the heights, wreathed with
smoke, whence the Confederate artillery was battering his troops,
he repeated mechanically, "That height must be carried this
evening." Hooker failed to obtain any other reply to his repre
sentations, and nothing was left for him but to obey.

One hour and a half had thus elapsed. Meanwhile, there had
been but little fighting along the Fedemlleft. As we have said,
Franklin's line was so much extcnded that he had not time to col
lect his forces and attack the enemy with any chance of success.
The positions occupied by Hood were as formidable as th05e of
Jackson, and well flankl>fl with artillery. Smith's corps WllS

posted in front of these positions, but at a considerable distance;
the greater part of his forct's were ranged along a prominent angle
of Deep Rnn, in the vicinity of the Richmond road; Howe's
division, on the left, being more advanced than the others, fronted
the heights of Bernard's Cabin and the adjoining wooJs, whieh
were occupicd by Hood's right aud the left of A. P. Hill. The
ground through wltieh it would have been necessary to lead the
troops in order to concentrate them was rough and difficult, and
their march would certainly have been delayed until night. On
the other hand, an att:lt'k made by a single division would have
experienced the same fate as that of Meade. The Confederates,
encouraged by this inaction, determined at last, about three o'clock,
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to take the offensive. Law's brigade attacked the left of Howe's
division, posted along the railroad, but it was speedily repulsed
with loss; one of its regiments, the Fifty-seventh North Carolina,
was almost annihilated, having had two hundred and twenty-four
men disabled. In front of Hamilton's Crossing, Birney and
Sickles had replaced Meade's and Gibbon's division!'!, which had
been placed in reserve to recover from their losse.'3. The enemy's
artillery had also caused much damage to Doubleday. Despite
his forces, therefore, Franklin found himself iu a position which
rendered it impossible for him to make a decisive attack before
night; the general-in-chief had not indicated any new plan, but
simply ordered him to draw the enemy's attention toward himself
a'3 much as possible. In order strictly to carry out the order re
ceived, he might undoubtedly have subjected a large number of
his soldiers ,to be killed by a new partial attack; but it would
certainly have failed, without influencing in the least what was
passing at the other extremity of the line, for the Confederates
were sufficiently numerous to show themBE;lves in force every
where at once. He contented himself by simply continuing the
musketry-fire which nearly the whole of his line had kept up for
some time with Jackson's troops.

Meanwhile, Hooker, having returned to the fie1O. of battle, pre
pared in his turn to storm the slopes of Marye's Hill, and to this
effect he wished to concentrate his whole effort upon a single
point. Several battcries were boldly planted within four hun
dred metres of the stone wall to open a breach through which the
Federal column might penetrate. But this wall, supported by
the earthworks upon which it rested, was proof against all at
tacks. Night was approaching, for it was four o'clock, and Burn
side's order was positive. The attack must be made. Hooker
at last gave the signal. The Federal artillery at once cea.'led
firing. Humphreis soldiers, disencumbered of everything that
could impede their march, formed into columns and sprang sud
denly from the shelter they had found behind a small hillock.
They rushed forward with such eagerness that they nearly reached
the foot of the wall. But the enemy had also acquired new
strength. The whole artillery posted on the heights had been
strengthened. and Pickett's division had been sent to the relief
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of the defenders of MatTe's Hill; one of Hood's brigades, led
by Jenkins, had gone to take position hehind the wall, which
was already defended by four other brigades. Humphreys was
stopped. His division, like those that preceded it, remained in
line exposed to a terrific fire, unable to advance and unwilling to
fall bae-k. Sturgis, on the left, had again attacked the extremity
of Marye's Hill; but the Confederates were waiting for him at
short range, and his troops were received by a furious fire, which
also interrupted their march. Twilight had come; incessant
flashes of light, which shone without giving a clear view, shadowed
forth the lines of the combatant~. Hooker, to use his own words,
whie-h forcibly expressed his sense of the painful duty imposed
upon him, deeming that he had lost" about as many men as he
was ordered to sacrifice," then gave the signal for retreat. Soon
after, the extreme darkness of a December night came to put an
end to the conflict, and spared the Federals still greater sacrifices
by rendering all further attempts against Marye's Hill impos
sible. On the Confederate side, Jackson was for a moment in
clined, toward the close of the day, 'to attack the Federal left with
his whole corps in order to drive Franklin back upon his bridges.
His orders had already been given to that effect, and he had even
put Stuart's cavalry in motion, when, seeing night approaching
and fcaring to be overtaken by darknes.~, he countermanded this
movement-a wise determination; for if the Federals were afraid
of venturing into the woods in search of their adversaries, they
would certainly have driven them back so soon as they had shown
themseh·es in the open ground.

This night of December 13th-14th was probably the m~t

painful ever experienced by the army of the Potomac during its
whole C'xistence. Its losses amounted to twelve thousand three
hundred and fifty-three men, one thousand one hundred and eighty
of whom were killed, nine thousand and twenty-eight wounded,
and two thousand one hundred and forty-five prisoners. The>e
losses were undoubtedly less than those sustained in the battles
fought on the Chickahominy and the Antietam, hut the thought
of their utter uselessness increased the bitternffiS. The Fedeml
soldiers had stormed the formidable positions of Marye's Hill
with a degree of intrepidity which their very enemies could not

....
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help admiring. They had left sixty-three hundred of theiI
bravest men, either killed or wounded, at the foot of that fatal
hill; but there was not a soldier in their ranks who did not feel
convinced that so much blood had beeu shed entirely in vain.
The left wing had suffered less, and, besides, it had fought on
more equal terms; yet, even in that direction, the officers, who
had seen two divisions uselessly sacrificed in isolated attempts,
severely censured their general-in-chief; and when their soldiers
became acquainted with what had taken place on the right, they
fully shared the sad impressions which prevailed in the rest of
the army.

Burnside, however, was only thinking of another attack on the
heights of Marye's Hill, and had already issued orders for a gen
eral 3...'"Sault. He wanted to lead his old corps, the Ninth, in per
son the next morning, formed into single column by regiments.
But the counsels of all his officers prevailed at last; the bravest,
and Sumner among them, implored him to relinquish so fatal a
purpose. Visiting in their company the silent and fireless bi
vouacs where his soldiers were waiting for the termination of that
long and gloomy night, he was able to convince himself of their
sentiments, and to realize how much greater and more disastrous
were the moral consequences of the defeat than the material losses
which had marked it. Day dawned at last, and found the Fed
eral army immovable in the positions it had taken in the evening.

Lee, who was expecting another attack, did not seek to pro
voke it. His losses, including those of December 11, amounted
only tQ five thousand two hundred men, five hundred and ninety
five of whom were killed, three thousand nine hundred and sixty
one wounded and six hundred and fifty-three prisoners. It was
less than one-half of those sustained by his adversaries, nor would
this figure have been reached but for the battle between Hill and
Meade; for whilst Jackson on the right counted three thowmnd
three hundrcd and fifteen men disabled, the defenders of Marye's
Hill and the whole ridge commanding Fredericksburg had only
lost nine hundred and fifty-two in killed and wounded, while six
thousand three hundred of their adversaries had fallen. The
Confederate army. was not only slightly weakened by its los'3es,
but the easy victory it had achieved had inspired it with still
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greater confidence than it possessed before the battle. Fresh
troops had e\'erywhere taken tlle place of those who had been en
gaged on the 13th; new entrenchments had been erected during
the night along the whole line occnpied by Jackson anci Hood;
cDnsequently, when daylight came, Lee was ardently wishing that
his opponent would renew the fight. In the battle of the 13th
his part as general-iu-chief had not been of great importance,
for the troops, once placed in line, had only to remain steady in
the advantageous positions they occupied. But he too easily be
lieved what he desired, and only made preparations for repelling
a new assault. Indeed, he was not aware that his victory had
been so complete and decisive as it really was, and all his generals
were laboring under the same mistake. He has frequelltl.y been
blamed for not having taken the offensive on the morning of ilie
14th to attack the Federal army, shut up as it was between the
river and the positions it had been unable ro carry. But this
censure, in our opinion, is unjust. It does not follow becau.se,
with an army of eighty thousand men, he had held the Fedemh>
in check in the woods or behind earthworks, that he would nece:;
saril)' have conquered them if he had come, in his turn, to measure
strength with them in an open plain, wher~ their excellent and
numerous artillery would have recovered all its advantages. The
army of Northern Virginia was the only bulwark of the Confed
eracy, and the latter was too poor in men to replace it. Lee had
no right to sacrifice a portion of it in 80 hazardous an undertak
ing, however brilliant might be its results. By maintaillillg him
self in his positions he rendered an offensive campaign ~inst

Richmond impossible, thereby fulfilling his true mission. But
without hurling his infantry against the Federal battalions, the
most experienced of which had rallied and re-formed during the
night, he could have done them much harm by the fire of his
artillery, which commanded the whole plain, and especially the
town of Fre<lericksburg. Everything was ready for a bomhard
ment; even the cannon-balls had been heated for the purp<ll"e.
But Lee wallied to save his ammunition for the attack he was
still expecting; and the day of the 14th passed away without be
ing disturbed except by the fire of skinnishers, who were in close
proximity to each other along the whole line.
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On the 15th, Burnside determined to bring hack his army to
the left bank of the Rappahannock; he asked for a few hours,
trnee for the purpose of carrying off the wonnded, who for two
days had been lying helpless on the ground between the combat
ants, the 'Tictims of one of the most horrible consequences of the
war, and all his troops recrossed the river during the night. This
mO\Tement was executed with great precision and snccess. The
Confederates only discovered the disappearan~e of the foe in front
of them on the morning of the 16th. Their skirmishers returned
to the deserted and half-ruined town of Fredericksburg, where
they only found a few wounded, who could not be removed.

The Federals had only a last duty to perform as the closing
scene in this bloody drama. The dead bodies of five or six hun
dred brave fellows still lay stretched at the foot of the wall which
had baffled all their efforts. On the 16th detachments of their
comrades came with Lee's permission to give them the rapid
burial of soldiers dead on the battle-field. An immense deposit
of ice happened to lie at the foot of Marye's Hill; all these sad
remains were crowded into it, filling up to the brim the gigantic
vault which will ever remain as a mournful memento of that
terrible day.

The army of the Potomac had fought gallantly; it had not
lost a single cannon, all its attacks being made by masses of in
fantry; it had experienced neither disorder nor rout. But the
defeat was complete, and its effects were felt throughout the entire
country as keenly as in the ranks of the army. The little con
fidenc~ that Burnside had been able to inspire in his soldiers had
vanished, and the respect which everybody entertained for the
noble character of this unfortunate general could not supply its
place. Halleck, his immediate superior, was accused of reserv
ing all his favors for the armies of the 'Vest, which he had COU1

mamled, and of never addressing the officers and soldiers of the
army of the Potomac, except in terms of censure and criticism.*
They felt as if forsaken, and a deep feeling of sadness, if not dis
couragement, soon crept into all the ranks. Political quarrels,
which lay dormant while the cannon spoke, became embittered un-

* See Hooker's deposition, Report of the Committee on t!le Conduct of the War,
1865, vol. i., p. 113.
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der this fatal influence. They had been stirred up in all the North
ern States by the progress of the abolition sentiment, of which :Mr.
Lincoln's proclamation emancipating the slaves had been the in
terpreter, and found an echo in the army, where thi., sentiment was
probably not then entertained by the majority. To these quar
rels must be added the weariness and discontent growing out of
inaction amid thc sufferings entailed by a severe winter. The old
soldiers who had made the campaign of the peninsula could not
ponder without bitterness over the fact that, after having seen the
spires of Richmond six months hefore, they were further than
ever from attaining the object of their efforts. The new comers
had learned to know the war in ita most tragic aspect, and the
enthusiasm which had called them to arms had considerably
cooled off. Hence, desertions into the interior, that ulcer of the
American armies in the North as well as the South, which had
already developed itself in an alarming manner since the arrival
of the army at Falmouth, attained frightful proportions after the
battle of Fredericksburg. The day when Hooker superseded
Burnside in the command, as we shall presently show, he stated
that two thousand nine hundred amI twenty-two officers and
eighty-one thousand nine hundred and sixty-four soldiers were
absent from their corps either with or without leave. The army
had not been paid for six months; the soldiers who had enlisted
in the service of their country under the conviction that their fam
ilies would be supported by it, as they had been promised, were
daily receiving letters from them stating their destitution and the
distress which had resulted from their helpless condition. Their
friends and relatives, therefore, did all in their power to assist them
in escaping. Packages containing bitizens' clothes, intended ~
disguises for deserters, were sent to the army under the name of
provisions. As to the generals, they nearly all criticised the plans
of campaign attributed to Burnside, some openly, others within
the circle of their intimate friends. The general-in-ehief, in fact,
either not noticing or not wishing to notice what was passing
around him, was absorbed in strategic combinations, in which he
hoped to find the means of obtaining a signal revenge. The dry
season still continued, and soon after his defeat he set himself
ardently to work to prepare for a new movement. This time he
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. intended to cross the Rappahannock ten or twelve kilometres
below Fredericksburg, while his cavalry, led by Averill, ,should
proceed up this river as far as Kelly's Ford, cross the Rapidan,
and, destroying the railway track in Lee's rear, traverse the whole
of Virginia, so as to join the garrison which occupied Suffolk,
near the mouth of the James. On the 30th of December the
cavalry was already at Kelly's Ford, and all the infantry ready to
start, when Burnside's operations were interrupted by a formal
order from the President. The latter had been informed of the
moral condition of the army of the Potomac and the want of
confidence felt in its chief. After the battle of Fredericksburg,
both Franklin and Smith had addressed him a memorial to show
that it would be useless and dangerous again to attempt the pas
sage of the Rappahannock, and a few days later two other gen
erals, l'ewton and Cochrane, happening to be in Washington,
had represented to him in the darkest colors the dis,>atisfaction
prevailing in the army. We have already seen that Mr. Lincoln
was wont to apply to military matters the system of compromises
to which he had been accustomed in his political career; so, in
stead of silencing those who were dissatisfied if he believed them
to be in the wrong, or of taking away the command from Burn
side if he deemed him incapable of exercising it successfully, he
adopted a halfway mea..,ure. He limited himself to interfering
to prohibit the latter from renewing the campaign without pre
viously consulting him. Burnside, whose loyalty and patriotism
were always above suspicion, immediately tendered his resigna
tion to the President. It was not accepted, but Newton and
Cochrane were retained in the posts they occupied.

It was in the midst of these painful circumstances that the
army of the Potomac witnessed the close of the year 1862, the
first of its active existence :-this year, which was marked by
80 many memorable event.-by the siege of Yorktown, the com
paratively successful battles of Williamsburg and Fair Oaks, the
sanguinary but honorable defeats of Gaines' Mill and Glendale,
and the success of Malvern Hill-this year, which had witnessed
the disaster of Manas.."a8, the fatal capitulation of Harper's Ferry,
the victories of South Mountain and Antietam, and which had
closed with the terrible defeat of Fredericksburg. For the Cou-
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federate army of Northern Virginia, on the contrary, the year
1863 opened under the best auspices. Thanks to the dl"lpotic
energy of the Richmond government, the absenpe of all politiOil
discussion in t.he interior of the Confederacy, and, above all, tv
the superior talent of Lee and his two principal lieutenant1'1, this
army had then no equal either in the North or South for disci
pline and cohesion. It was not entirely free from desertions into
the interior, which, as we have before stated, were very conl!ider
able. But these desertions, which met with no enC<luragement
among the people, did not prevent its ranks from being better
filled than they had been for the last six months.

It did not, however, attempt any aggressive movement, being
Ratisfied with holding the enemy's army in check. Lee merely
sent off some parties of cavalry at the latter end of December,
which proreecled as far as Fairfax Court-house, but were driven
back by Stahel's brigade.

'Ve shall only encroach, by a few days, upon the year 1863, in
order to finish with this chapt~r the period of Burnside's com
mand. This general had soon discovered the authors of the
reports which had determined Mr. Lincoln to put so sudden an
end to his movements on December 30th. He did not otherwise
deceive himself as to the disposition of all his lieuhmants toward
him. Before resuming his aggressive plans, about the middle of
January, he asked the President either to accept his resignation
or to approve of his plan for a new campaign on the other side
of the Rappahannock, of which he alone assumed the responsi
bility. He was authorized to carry out this plan, and he sei
himself immediately to work. He proposed to cross the Rappa
hannock above Fredericksburg, while Siegel's corps, which had
recently joined him, should guard his communicat.ions with Fal
mouth, and that of Couch draw the attention of the enemy toward
the lower part of the river. New roads were cut through the
forest in order to facilitate the movements of the army; and, rec
onnaissan('~ having shown that the point called Banks' Ford, ten
kilomp-tres above Fredericksburg, was not occupied in fol"C'C by the
enemy, the grand divisions of Franklin and Hooker bivouadm.l
on the 20th within reach of this point. Banks' Ford is a foro in
summer, but at that season of the year it was not passable, and it
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was necessary to construct bridges o~:er the swollen waters of the
Rappahannock. Burnside carried with him the pontons which
played 80 important a part in the operations of the army since he
had taken command of it. The day of January 20th was occupied
in making all the necessary preparations for crossing. Fortune
seemed at last to be smiling upon McClellan's 8uCC(.'ssor. The
secret of his movements had been well kept. The demoDstmtions
which had been made lower down had for a moment routed
the enemy, who was not ready to defend the right bank of the
river at the point really menaced. The roads were good and the
weather magnifirent. Officers and soldiers would, at the fi1'!!t
success, have forgotten their grievanres and mistrust of their
chief. It is true that the latter was in a position dangerous for
a general, and especially for his army, in which this first success
was absolutely indispensable, and when everything had to be
risked in order to encompass it. He was not, however, even
allowed to run this risk. The elements, which seemed to take a
cruel pleasure in favoring him at first and in disappointing him
afterward, interfered to deprive him of the last chance he had
to obtain his revenge. A fearful storm broke out during the
night of the 20th and 21st. The rising sun was to have seen the
bridges ready to be thrown across the river, but the rain interfered
with the preparations. When daylight appeared, it was still falling
in torrents, and the soil of the swampy forests which border the
Rappahannock was converted into soft, sticky paste, in which
wagons, hol"8{'8 and soldiers sank deeper and deeper at every step.
A few guns had, however, been placed in position on the margin
of the river, and fifteen pontons were floating on the waters,
which were visibly rising; but it required twenty of them to
construct a single bridge. The longer the rain fell, the more the
road was rendered impassable for the rest of the equipages, and
eyery hour lost gave Lee an additional chance to arrive in time
to dispute the passage of the river. During the whole day, in
the midst of an incesssant rain, men and horses worked without
intermission to push forward the vehicles that were conveying the
boais. Fruitless efforts! at every step they sank deeper and deeper
in the mud. The Confederate sharpshooters, who were watching
the vain labors of their adversaries from the other side of th3
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river, cried out to them, in bitter irony, that they were coming
over to assist them in building the bridges. The day of the 21st
was thus consumed. On the morning of the 22d the rain was
still falling, and the ~ehicles had ceased to move altogether. The
three days' rations which the soldiers had stowed away in their
haven;acks were nearly exhausted. The enem~' was still watching
them; and even if the bridges had all been constructed, and Lee
had allowed the army quietly to cross to the other side of the
river, it could not have subsisted there for two days for want of
means to procure supplies at such a distance from its dep6ts. The
game was Im;t before being played. The only question was how
the army might again reach its cantonments without abandoning
the greatest portion of its ma1h"iel. Burnside bowed hi:; head
before this decree of adverse fortune, and with a sinking heart
he gave the signal for retreat. Fortunately, the overflowing
river did not allow the enemy to disturb this painful march. By
means of superhuman efforts, all the cannon and vehicles which
had not been shattered on the road were brought back along
corduroy causeways, constructed with that skill which has always
characterized the American soldier. On the 23d of January the
army of the Potomac was again settled in its former camps, where
it went into winter quarters. The impossibility of undertaking
an aggressive campaign at that season of the year had been too

strikingly demonstrated to renew the experiment.
Burnside was not re-ponsible for the failure of this last attempt,

and could find no fault with any of his lieutenants. But irritated
and discouraged by this misfortune, he could no longer bear the
criticisms, which he had not heeded until then, and which he finally
read in the very silence of his humblest soldiers as well as his
most zealous officers. He had determined to put an end to this
state of thinJ..l'S, and he requested the President to dismiss Generals
Hooker, Brooks, Newton and Cochrane from the service of the
United States, and to deprive Generals Franklin, Smith, Sturgis
and Ferrero and Colonel Taylor of their respective commands.
This would be to strike a crushing blow at those whom the army
had learned to consider as its bravest and most experienced lead
ers. By sig'ning sueh an order :Mr. Lincoln would have disorgan
ized the entire. army. ~o serious cause for complaint was alleged
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against these officers to justify such punishment, except that they
did not possess that confidence in their chief which cannot be
enforced. Burnside deceived himself, moreover, by selecting
these officers only upon whom to cast his censure, which might
equally have been applied to his whole army. The President
undel'8tood this; and without accepting his resignation of the
rank of major-general, which Burnside had tendered him, he
relieved him, at his own request, of the command of the army
of the Potomac on the 25th of January.

McClellan's successor quitted this army carrying with him the
personal regard of all those who had known him, but he only
bequeathed to it t.he remembrance of cruel disasters. 'He had
received this army full of ardor and confidence, and he left it
morally and physically weakened. Despite the reverses it had
just experienced, it had lost none of its courage or patriotism, and
was only waiting for a chief capable of leading it to retrieve its
fortunes.

The organization into grand divisions was abolished. Sumner,
broken down by age and infirmities, was at his own request re
Jievl'd of his command. Advantage was taken of this occasion
to deprive Franklin of his own, whose seniorit.y of rank and
services in the army designated him for the functions of general
in-chief, but who was too faithful to his friend McClellan not to
have many enemies at 'Vashington; and Hooker, having thus
become the senior general of the army of the Potomac, received
the dangerous honor of being made its leader. This third chief
had shared all its trials; by his undaunted courage, his sterling
military qualitie.q, and perhaps, also, his self-reliam:e, he had made
himself a great reputation among all ranks. His appointment
wa."l well received by his old companions in arms.

In the next volume we shall see what new trials were reserved
for the army of the Potomac under his command.



BOOK VII.-POLITICS.

CHAPTER L

THE BLOCKADE.

WE will conclude the narrative of military events for the yw
1862 with a sketch of the operations of which the coast of

the Confederate States was the theatre during the second half of
that year.

In the chapter on Roanoke, contained in the fiI'8t volume, we
gave an account of the operations of the Federals on the coast of
North Carolina until after the capture of Fort Macon, on the
26th of April, 1862. Regarding those which took plaL'e along
the ot.her portions of the coast of the Southern States, t.he chapter
on Pulaski, in the early part of this volume, brought us down to
the end of June. ·We resume the narrative where those two chap
ters left it, following the division adopted in the report of the
Secretary of the Navy, so as to classify the minor incidents that
have no connection between them, and ending it, in a uniform
manner, at the close of the year 1862. The naval or mixed
operations will thus be grouped according as they may have taken
place on the northern or southern part of the Atlantic coast, or
on the eastern or western part of the coast of the Gulf of Mexico,
or on the high seas.

We begin at the north of the Atlantic coast, where the Federal
blockading squadron was placed under the orders of Commodore
Goldsborough. We have already given an account of the opera
tions of this squadron in the rivers and bays of Virginia, when
it co-operated with the army of the Potomac. It. remains for 11!!

to record what it had to do on the coast of North Carolina, in
order to preserve and extend Burnside's conquests in the inland
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sea which bears the name of Pamlico Sound, south of Roanoke,
and Albemarle Sound, north of this island.

Pamlico Sound penetrates into the low lands of North Caroli
na wffitwaro by means of two deep estuaries, which are in their
turn cut up into numberless small creeks. At the north, that of
Tar River takes, from the village of "Tashington, the name of
Pamlico River; at the south that of Neuse River retains the
name of this water-course, forming the anchoring-ground of the
small town of Newberne, built on its right bank. The tide is
sufficiently stronK both in the Tar and Neuse to earry vessels of
considerable draught far beyond the mouths of those rivers, thus
enabling gun-boats to penetrate into the very interior of the State.
The river waters which flow into Albemarle Sounll also form a
certain number of deep inlets on the northern shore of this inte
rior basin, the most important of which are the North River,
eastward, the Chowan River, to the west, and the Pasquotank
Ri\'er, between the two. On the borders of the last-mentioned
bay, into which the Great Dismal Swamp discharges its waters,
stands the little town c.alled Elizabeth City. The western extrem
ity of Albemarle Sound terminates at the entrance of the import
ant river of Roanoke, which, descending from the Alleghallies,
where it takes its rise, runs along the boundary-line of the States
of Virginia and North Carolina, and on the borders of which
are sUcce:"sively to be met the villages of 'Veldon, Hamilton,
Williamloiton and Plymouth. Albemarle Sound extends north
ward, between the mainland and the sand-bank by which it is
bounded, almost as far as Cape Henry, in Virginia, at the entrance
of Chesapeake Bay, under the name of Currituck Sound; but
this arm of the sea docs not communicate with the ocean, which
can only be reached through Pamlico and the Strait of Croatan.
The strip of land bordering on Pamlico Sound, as we have stated
elsewhere, presents but four navigable passage-ways for ve.c-.;sels
New Inlet, Hatteras Inlet, where the forts were situated, Ocra
coke Inlet, and lastly Old Topsail Inlet. This last inlet, situ
ated near an angle formed by the sand-bank known to sailors as
Cape Lookout, only communicates with the inland sea through
a kind of narrow lagoon, which stretches southward, as Curri
tuck Sound extends northward. It was nevertheless the inlet
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most frequented by trading-vessels before the war. It was pro
tected by Fort Macon, which the Federals had captuJ"e(1 in April.
At a short distance from this fort, but on the mainland, stood, on
the two sides of a small bay, the towns of Beaufllrt and :Moore
head City. A railroad connects the latter with the town of Golds
boro' and with all the railway lines of North Carolina.

This was the junction of railway lines that Burnside was
charged to break up after the capture of Newberne-an operation
which might have had a great hearing upon the whole system of
Confederate defences, but which he was obliged to forego in con
sequence of the reverse sustained by the Federal troops before
Richmond. In fact, Virginia was only connected with the other
Southern State> by three lines of railway. To the west there
was the Richmond, Lynchburg, Knoxville and Chatt.·mooga line,
which the Federals menaced every time they advanN..'<l either
from Nashville or Kentucky toward East Tennessee. The other
two lines placed Virginia in communication with the other States
bordering the Atlantic, the two Carolinas and Georgia, whence
Lee's army derived part of its supplies. These two lines, com
posed of several branches constructed at different period::>, de
sl'ribed many zigzags through the country which tl1(')" traversed.
One, in the vicinity of the mountains, had been cousiderably
shortened at the end of 1861 by the completion of the Danville
and Greensboro' section, which avoided the circuitous route of
Raleigh. The other runs southward, in an almost direct line
from Richmond to Wilmington, along Cape Fear River, thence
proceeding westward toward South Carolina. This line crosses
the Roanoke at 'Veldon, and the Neuse at Goldsboro'. If Burn
side had been able to strike the railroad near one of these two
points, he would have caused serious trouble to the Confederates.
But when he left the waters of the Neuse for tho"e of James
River, with a division composed of his best troops, his su<'CCS..."Or,
far from being able to resume such projects, was afraid lest the
enemy might come to dispute the posts of which he was already
in possession. In fact, General Foster, the successor al)(we men
tioned, had only one brigade with him, and a few gun-hoats com
manded by Captain Davenport. To avoid seeing his troops
surprised and crushed in detail, he massed them at those points

\
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where they were protected by the naval force on the island of
Roanoke, at Cape Hatteras and at Moorehead City. Newberne was
only occupiell by an advanced post. The gun-boats were directed
to di..'lplay the Federal flag in front of the small towns situated on
the borders of Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds,without com
promising it by a permanent establishment. Fortunately for
Foster, the Confederates on their part had stripped North Caro
lina of troops in order to reinforce their main army in front of
Richmond." He was not, therefore, molested, and at the expiration
of a few weeks reinforcements came from Massachusetts to form
a small division under his command, sufficient to prevent any
a;,;gressive return on the part of the enemy.

Before proceeding any further, it is proper that we should rap
idly enumerate the naval operations which took place in the
waters of North Carolina from the month of April to the time
when the land-forces were again able to ro-operate effectively.
During the siege of Fort 1Ilacon, three gun-boats were sent into
Currituck Sound to obstruct the channel which connects this bay
with that of Norfolk. It was feared that the Confederates, who
were still in possession of the arsenal of that name, might use
this channel for the purpose of transferring into the waters of
Xorth Carolina the flotilla which was blockaded by the Monitor.
The operation was accomplished without any opposition on the
24th of April, shortly before the evacuation of Norfolk.

During the first fortnight of May, four gun-boats, commanded
by Lieutenant Flusser, scoured Albemarle Sound, carrying off the
machinery appertaining to the lighthouse of 'Vade's Point, on
the Chowan, which the Confederate;:; had concealed in a farm
house; and, destroying several provision stores, they subseqncntIy
appl'3red before Elizabeth City, and finally returned to the island
uf Roanoke.

Flusser, with five or six vessels, being left in special charge of
A lbemarle -Sound, undertook another expedition in the early part
of Jnly, at the very time when Burnside was embarking at Xew
heme. Hc penetrated into the Roanoke, easily overl'3mc the
obstacles which the Confederates had placed in his way, seized
one of the enemy's steamers fittrd ont as a man-of-war, which
was not expecting to meet the Federal fleet flO high up in the

Yor.. II.-39
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ri\"er, and, after reaching the village of Hamilton, returned to
Plymouth, where he landed a few troops. This expedition proved,
in the first instance, that the Confederates did not possess any
ship of a really formidable character in the Roanoke; secondl)",
that this river was not sufficiently deep to enable gun-boats to
ascend as filr as 'Veldon.

In the beginning of August, Foster, having received the rein
forcements he had been expecting, transferred his headquarters
from Moorehead City to Xewberne, a position better adapted for
resuming the offensive. The railroad whieh connects these two
villages wa..:.; reopened, and an expedition was organized to pro
tect it against inroads on the part of the enelll)". \Vest of Old
Topsail Inlet, the Bana-bank upon which Fort Macon is built
hugs the coast more and more, and forms a simple chain of sand
banks, separated hy inlets opening in front of eaeh of the small
rivers that interscct the coast. The two most important of these
water-courses are the Bogue River, at the mouth of whieh stand;;
the village of Swansboro', and farther west the Kew River, which
must be asccnde<.l for a consillerable <.listancc before reaching the vil
lage of Jacksonboro' or Onslow Court-house. On the 21st of Au
gust fi\'e or six ve.;;scls loaded with troops entered the estuary of the
Bogue River; starting from Beaufort, some had stecred between
the do\vns and the mainland, while the others had taken the open
sea, so a..:.; to re-enter by way of Bogue Inlet. Immense saIt~pit8,

an earthwork and some barracks reccntly occupied were destroyed,
and then the expedition returned to Beaufort after having ascer
tained that the Confellerates were not in force in that dirt'Ction.
The abandonment of the James River by the army of the Potomac
and Lee's victory at l\IanaSl>a." again emboldened the Confederate>
in North Carolina. The small regiments which alone had re
mained in the State rcccivcd a large addition of voluntecrs, who,
believing the Federal muse lost, were hasteuing to atone by a
tardy demonstration of zeal for the lukewarmness the)" had hith
erto evinced in defence of the slave interests. The fevers which
prevailed along the marshy coast of the Carolina." during the hot
season had proved a terrihle ordeal for Foster's troops, who had
not yet had time to become acclimated. Scattered in small gar
risons, they were reduced by more than one half, and even the
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soldiers who were not in the hospitals felt the enervating influ
ence of the climate, being hardly strong enough to defend the
positions entrusted to them.

The Confederates took advantage of this condition of things
to make an effort to crush them in detail, and determined to gain.
possession of the entrance of the two principal rivers which empty
into the inland sea by attacking at the same time Plymouth, on
the right border of the Roanoke, and 'Vashington, on the left bank
of the Tar. With regard to the town of Newberne, which is the
key of the Neuse, it was too well defended for them to entertain
aoy hope of surprising it. On the 2d of September the Confed
erate colonel Garrett approached the little town of Plymouth with
about one thousand men, half cavalry and half infantry. As it
was already broad daylight, he bivouacked in the forest, not in
tending to attack the enemy before twilight on the following day,
when he was discovered by a Union farmer, who made known
his presence to the Federals. The latter numbered about six
hundred, but more than one-half of them were laid up with
fever ill the hospital, so that when the roll was called there were
only three hundred able-bodied men present, and one sergeant to
command them. Without allowing himself to be disconcerted by
the numerical weaknC88 of his troops, Sergeant Green led them
agaim,t the enemy. Turning the tables, he suddenly fell upon the
Confederates, routed them, killed about thirty men, and triumph
antly brought back forty prisoners, among whom was Colonel
Garrett.

The attack against Washington was more serious. This vil
lage was occupied by a field-battery of six pieces, five squadrons
of cavalry and four companies of infantry. The gun-boats Pick
ett and Louisiana were at anchor in the river fronting the vil
lage. The talk of the inhabitants, who were known to be in
sympathy with the enemy, had roused the suspicion of the Fed
erals, and on the morning of September 6th the cavalry, with
two pieces of cannon, went out on a reconnaissancc along the
Plymouth road. Threc or four hundred Confederate infantry,
with abont one hundred horse, were at the same time approaching
the viJlage from another direction. A thick fog concealed their
movement~, enabling them to take the Federal garrison com-
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pletely by surprise. In a few moments all the streets were in
vaded, the houses containing Union soldiers were surroundl'd,
and the four guns, together with the small post which guarded
them, were captured. But at the sound of the first musket-shots
fired in the streets the cavalry returned in full haste from its
reconnoitring expedition. The Confederates were checked; the
Federals rallied, re-formed and assumed the offensive, supported
by the two field-pieces that were still left them. They were also
assisted by the powerful artillery of the gun-boats. At the open
ing of the musketry-fire, it is true, an unexplained accident set
fire to the powder-magazine of the Pickett, which exploded, kill
ing and wOllnding about twenty pel'SOn8. But the Louisiana,
throwing her heavy shells into the houses where the assailants
had taken refuge in their turn, compelled them to beat a speedy
retreat. The attempt had failed, but the capture of four guns
and the destruction of the Pickett sufficiently indemnified the
Confederates for the losses they had sustained.

The battle of Antietam had restored confidence to the Federals;
the garrisons of all the isolated posts were ordered to be doubly
active, so as to occupy the enemy and prevent him from reinfor
cing Lee's army. In conformity with these instructions, General
Dix, who was in command of Fortress· Monroe and Norfolk,
determined to undertake an expedition west of that place, and
asked for the co-operation of Flusser's flotilla for that purpose.
The land-troops were to advance frum Suffolk by following the
Norfolk and 'Veldon Railroad, and meet at the Franklin bridge, on
the Blackwater River, the gun-boats which should have asecndc-d
this tributary of the Chowan. The rendezvous was fixed for the
3d of October. The naval force was alone punctual, Dix ha,-ing ,
relinquished his proje<~t at the last moment. The gun-boots, after
a navigation rendered more difficult by the narrowness and sinu
o~iti('" of the Blackwater, found the Confederates at Franklin
ready to receive them. One or two regiments of' infantry posted
along the right bank, under the command of General Pettigrew,
openerl a terrific fire upon the Federal ve:-sel" just lIS the latter
were tnrning a difficult angle in the river. Sl:atterl'd at first by
a diseharge from the Union artillery, the Confederates re-f.)rmeJ
in the vicinity of a stockade which had recently been constructed.
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They well knew that this obstacle would stop the ('nemy's vessels,
for it could not be removed without much labor, which would
have involved great loss of life without any certainty as to its
results. Flusser, seeing nothing of the army and dreading to be
blockaded, decided to retreat. He was saluted along the whole
route by the bullets of sharpshooters hidden in the woods ad
joining the river, and finally re-entered the waters of the Cho
wan after having lost ten men, considering himself fortunate in
having been able to extricate his three vCBSels from a perilous
position at that price.

At the end of the same month General Foster determined to
assume the offensive in his turn. Besides the advantage of in
tercepting any reinforcements which might be destined for Lee,
he was influenced by another consideration for himself. The
unhealthy season had pa8sed, and at that period of the year an
active campaign was more advantageolls to his troops than an
idle camp-life around Newberne. He resolved to 8cour the coun
try watered by the Tar River with his division, and to come up,
if possible, with the forces of the enemy, I;UppOSOO to consist of
three regiments which had attacked Plymouth and Washington.
These forces were believed to be masscd at Tarboro'; if the Fed
erals should succeed in taking possession of this point, they could
easily advance as far as the Richmond and Wilmington Railroad,
and destroy the bridge over which this important line crosses the
Tar River.

One brigade proceeded by land to \Vashington, the other two
being conveyed there by water; and on the 3d of November the
expedition, numbering six thousand men, started for'ViIliamston,
on the Roanoke, across the interminable pine-forests which abound
in that region. Its march was delayed by the mud, into which
both horse:; and vehicles sank at every step. On the evening of
the same day the expedition finally reached a stream; behind
which a detachment of about seven hundred Confedemtes sought
to stop it. But the latter were dislo<lgcd from their position
after a brief skirmish, and on the 4th Foster reached \Villiums
ton, where Captain Davenport, who had come up the Roanoke
with five gun-boats, had preceded him. The Confederates were at
this moment preparing for a new attack upon Plymouth. They
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had mas."ed their forces higher up on the Roanoke, at a tV

called Rainbow's Bluff, where was planted a hattery constm
80 as to command the river, but on the approach of the FOOt:
they retired to Tarboro'. On the 5th, Foster, ascending the 1.

noke, found this work abandoned, and reached the "illll~'"

Hamilton, where several houses were burnt down by unu,
plined soldiers. Leaving the gun-boats to guard this poi III ,

Federals stlrted for Tarboro' on the 6th, and encamped ill

evening at sixteen kilometres from this village. But the lb.

had been very trying for these soldiers, little innred to the I,,,
ships of camp-life; more than one-third of them had been
able to keep up with the column; the weather had become tb.
ening, and the least rainfall would render the roads almost inl,
sable. At last Foster received information, exaggerated, it i~

that considerable forces were assembled at Tarboro' for the I

pose of protecting the great railway line. He did not ventu
attack them, but retraced his steps on the morning of th"
A snow-storm rendered this retreat extremely painful; after
days' sufferings, however, his troops reached Plymouth OIl

9th of November, where they again shipped for Newberne.
this expedition Foster gathered a large quantity of provi,'
diverted from Plymouth the attack which menaced that post.
gave the Confederates to understand that he was able to mol"'
some distance from the coast; in short, he gave his troops
kind of experience in warfare, but this first essay cost him dear.
he brought back with him a very large number of sick and b·

Whilst he was preparing to undermke a more serious camp:'
against the Richmond and 'Wilmington line of railway, the·
erations of the naval force were of hut little impormnce. On
23d of November, Lieutenant Cushing, an enterprisinO' offiecr
signalized him~elf at a later period 1)y one of the most briII i:1JI
remarkable exploits of this war, penetrated into th .l.Tew I
with the steamer Elli8, between 'Yilming'ton and Fort ~I

and ascended this water-course as far as .TackRODYiJIe, ",Ii
captured two schooners. But when he came d wn the riYl
Confederate.." pORted on the shore with two pice of Wl1lll
ceived him with a very brisk fire. lIe had the mi-.fortllD
his ship aground upon the bar, and, af~er gpCllllilll:>"'~_~

glllZE bvGoogle
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vain efforts to extricate her, was obliged to abandon her. The
crew and 'TTlOl.triel were put on board one of the prizes, which
l;8iled direct for Beaufort with a fair wind, while Cushing re
mained to the last on board his vessel, exposed to the enemy's shot.
He finally set her on fire, and, taking one of the launches, reached
Fort Macon safe and sound.

On the same day three Federal steamers, leaving Yorktown, in
Virginia, with a few companies of infantry, landed these troops
for a few hours in one of the bays of Matthews county, on the
Chesapeake coa8t, where they destroyed three schooners and some
important saltworks. In the mean time, Foster had received
new reinforcements, which enabled him at last to carry out his
plan of campaign. 'Vessell's brigade, detached from Peck's
divi$ion, which was stationed between Yorktown and Fort Mon
roe, had come to join him at Newberne, and on the 11th of De
cember he set off with the four brigades placed under his com
mand. This time the preliminaries were complete, and nothing
was likely to stop the march of his troops, as had been the case
the. preceding month. The object of the expedition was diffi
cult to accomplish. Foster proposed to penetrate into the inte
rior of the country, and to cut, in the vicinity of Goldsboro', the
track of that Richmond and Wilmington line of railway which,
since the capture of Roanoke eight months before, the Federals
had been vainly seeking to destroy.

In this expedition he was deprived of the support of the navy;
for the waters of the Neuse were too shallow to be navigated by
gun-boats, and the experience acquired on the rivers of North
Carolina proved, moreover, that, in these sinuous and enclosed
water-courses, ships of war ran the risk of being captured without
rendering any service to the land-forces. Foster, therefore, could
only rcly upon his own troops. The country was little known,
l)resenting at every step, behind deep and swampy streams, posi
tions easy to defend. The column, comprising ten or eleven
thousand infantry, one regiment of cavalry and twenty-six field
pieces, proceeded toward Kingston, a pretty little town, near which
the Newberne and Golilsboro' Railroad crosses the Neuse. The
soldiers had three days' rations in their haversacks, and the army
wagons carried provisions for seven more. In short, the resources
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of the country, where the potato; which matures at this season,
is f~und in great abundance, and where every farm-house is well
stocked with pork and beef, were to make up for the insufficiency
of provisions if the expedition should be prolonged for a longer
time.

The task of defending North Carolina had been entrusted by
the Confederate government to General Gustavus Smith, a dis
tinguished officer, who, it will be remembered, commanded the
Southern army at the battle of Fair Oaks after Johnston had
been wounded. He had under his command the few Confederate
troops stationed in that State, and the local militia enlisted in the
particular 8ervice of the authorities of Raleigh. His for<..'eS con
sisted of Pettigrew's brigade, which Foster had encountered the
month previous during his march upon Tarboro', and two other
brigades, commanded by Generals Robertson and Evans. At the
first news of the movement of the Federals, Smith, hastening to
Goldsboro', had sent Evans to meet the enemy in order to delay
his march as long as p08Sible. On the 12th, Foster's scouts met
those of the Confederates, and captured a few prisoners. .The
next day there was a more marked resistance. Four hundl'l'd
infantry and three field-pieces were awaiting the Federals behind
the deep stream of South-west Creek, the bridge of which bad
been destroyed; but the Confederates, having no knowledge of
the strength of the enemy they had to contend with, allowed
themselves to be beguiled by fruitless skirmishing, whilst se,-eral
regiment'! turned their position j and being attacked both in front
and in flank at the same time, they soon dispersed, leaving one of
their guns behind.

On the 14th, whilst his cavalry was pushing some reconnai.~

sances far in a westerly direction, Foster turned toward the north
in order to reach the railroad bridge on the Neuse, situated at two
or three kilometres south of Kingston. Evans with his brigade,
numbering about two thousand men, was awaiting him at this
place. He had taken a good position in front of the bridge,
across the road and along the edge of a wood which crowned the
summit of a steep acdivity; his left rested on the Neuse, and hi:;
right on an impassable swamp. Unable to deploy his rOrt~

within the narrow space where they were confined, FostE.'r tried to



·THE BLOCKADE. 617

make up for this disadvantage" by the vigor of his attack. While
his batteries were shelling the Confederates, Wessells' brigade,
composed of well-trained soldiers, advanced first, and wentinto
action j" that of Amory followed close, replacing the battalions" that
had exhausted their ammunition. Twenty minutes later, just as
the third brigade, under Stevenson, was about to join them, Wes
sells and Amory gave the signal to charge. Their whole line
rushed forward, and without a moment's pause dislodged Evans
from the positions he occupied. The Confederates then only
thought to gain the bridge on the Neuse before their assailants.
:Most of them succeeded in crossing it, but about four or five hun
dred of their number, having been unable to reach it, fell into
the hands of the Federals, and the last to cross set it Oil fire, but
so <"arelessly that the flames were extinguished before any serious
damage had been done. An hour later, Wessells' brigade entered
the town of Kingston, where it took possession of nine guns
which Evans had abandoned in his precipitate retreat toward
Goldsboro'.

Foster, pushing his troops forward as rapidly as possible, tried
to overtake the latter, who had halted four kilometres from the
town. But before engaging the fight he thought proper to wait
for the arrival of his artillery. Evans did not allow him time,
but immediately resumed his march. Prot€Cted by the darlmess,
the Confederate general easily esroped from hi8 adve1'AAry j and
gaining one of the stations of the Newberne Railroad, he placed
the whole of his brigade on board several trains of ears, which
conveyed it to Goldsboro'.

Foster's march north of the Neuse had not, however, been
fruitless, for it had deceived the Confederates regarding the route
that the Federal army was about to take. Thinking that the
latter would follow Evans, they were waiting for it along the
railroad between Kingston and Goldsboro'; in the mean while,
Foster, having left a simple rear-guard in Kingston, retraced his
steps, crossed the river over the bridge near which he had fought
the day previous, and after having thus placed thi8 obstacle be
tween the enemy and himself was rapidly proceeding up the right
bank. The Richmond and Wilmington Railroad erossoo the
NClL<;C two kilometres 80uth of Goldsboro', over a large wooden
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bridge, the flooring of which, of latticed wood-work, is supported
by stone piers. Having once reached the right hank, the track
runs for some distance in close proximity to the riw'r, and, follow
ing a south-easterly direction, crosses several small streams o\-er
wO<xlen bridges, in the vicinity of which one meets successively
the stations of Everettsville, Dudley and Mount Olive. Several
wagon-bridges connect the two banks of the Neuse between
Goldsboro' and Kingston; the most important is situated at an
almost equal distance from these two points, near the village of
Whitehall, another a little above the great railroad bridge, and
a third, called Thompson's Bridge, betwl'en the first two.

On the 15th, Foster advanced to within six kilometres of
'Vhitehall, scnding three squadrons and two field-pieces, under
Major Garrard, to occupy that village. Garrard had orders to
burn the bridge, so as to prevent the enemy from using it the
next day to haras.~ the flank of the column; but the Confeder
ates, being under the impression that he intended to cross it for
the purpose of marching upon Goldsboro', set it on fire them
selves before his arrival, and Robertson's brIgade hastened to dis
pute the pas..<;age of the Neuse with the Federals at this point.
Before retiring G-arrard made an attempt to destroy an unfinished
ship of war whieh lay moored to the opposite shore by firing
eannon-shots into her, but did not succeed, and soon resumed his
march to join the rest of the column. On the 16th the Federal
vanguard reached at last the great Richmond and Wilmington
Railroad line at Mount Oliw, burnt scvcral bridges, anu destroy
ed thc traek for a ulstanee of seven kilometr~. A Confederate
regiment had passed over this track a few hours hefore, on its way
from 'Vilmington to Goldsboro'. Other reinforcements, sent
from Pctersburg, having reached that town at the Mme time,
Smith plaeed these forces under the command of General Cling
man, to whom was entrusted the guarding of the great railway
hridge over the Neuse, the destructiou of which was evidently the
main objcet of the campaign undertaken by Foster.

The latter encamped, on the evening of the 16th, thirteen kilo
metres from Goldsboro'. On the 17th he sent a detuehment from
the left of the main column to destroy the railroad traek at Dud
ley and EvercttsviIle, while Garrard on the right, keeping close
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to the river, proceeded to Thompson's Bridge, which he fou~d

already in flames. In the mean time, the little Federal army wlleS
approaching the great bridge. Lee's brigade, which was in ad
vanL'<', fonnd a portion of Clingman's troops posted on the right
bank for the purpOEe of defending the railroad on that side. It
dislodged them from their position after a sharp combat, and took
possession of the track. But Clingman, rallying all his forces
on the left bank, plac'Cd. himself in a position so as to enfilade this
track, and to command all the approacht>s to the bridge, to prevent
the destruction of which was of the greatest importance to the
Confederates. Foster SCllt nearly the whole of his artillery to
Lee's a.",i stanee, whilst 'Ves.<;ells' brigade oecupied an eminen~

from whieh it commanded the course of the river. The signal
for the attaek was given, and Lee's soldiers bDlvely followed the
railroad traek; but the enemy's fire compelled them to seck shel
ter 011 the right and left of the road. They thus advanced step
by step, sustaining great losses. At last the superiority of the
Federal artillery compelled their adversaries to slacken their fire;
an iron-dad locomotive carrying one gun, which the latter had
plL"hed to the verge of the river, WU.'l pierced by a shell, and ex
ploded; after a struggle of two hours, Lee gained the approaches
to the bridge. nut every time that his soldiers showed themselves
within the open space whieh still separated them from it, they
were received by such a terrific fire that they could not reach the
bridge itself. l\Iany men who had volunteered to set fire to it had
fallen victims to their devotion. Finally, Lieutenant Gmham,
as daring as, and more fortunate than, those who had preceded
him, succeeded in setting fire to some of the beams amid a shower
of balls. The fire spread rapidly, and the Federal guns, support
ing the fire of Lee's brigade, whieh was lying in ambush along
the bank, kept off the Confederate", who were vainly trying to
extinguish it. In a few moments this great work fell a prey to
the flames, and its blazing fragments dropped into the river, leav
ing nothing standing but the stone piers, whieh eouhl not be de
molished without blowing them up.

The main ol~ect of the expedition was accomplished. The
Confederates did indeed retain po:"sc,",sion of the small wagon
bridge situated a few kilometres above the une which had just
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been burnt, but the great railway line was destroyed; the bridges
of this line throughout a distance of from twelve to fifteen kilo
metres no longer existed; the cross-timbers had bePn made into fires
upon which the rails had been heated and twisted out of shape; in
short, the passage of the Neuse was interrupted for a considerable
length of time. Foster had no interest in marching upon Golds
boro', where Smith could mass considerable forces, nor could he
have destroyed the piers of the bridge without taking possession
of the left bank, which would have been a difficult attempt, and
very uncertain of success. In short, having ventured thus far
from his base of operations in a country where he could find no
provisions except by scattering his troops, he was in danger of
seeing the enemy, whose ranks were rapidly increasing, cross the
Neuse behind himand cut off his retreat. He gave the signal for
departure without any further delay, and again took up his line of
march in the direction of Newberne. Lee's brigade was direeWd
to cover this movement. Meanwhile, Smith had ~Ucceedl>d in
massing all his forces upon the point mena(,-OO. Evans' brigade,
which had been detained for some time at Goldsboro' by obstruc
tions on the road, had arrived at the commencement of the fight j

it had been joined by that of Robertson and by Pettigrew, who
was recalled from the neighborhood of Tarboro'. As soon as the
Confederates became aware of Foster's retreat they recrossed the
wagon-bridge which they had preserved, and tried to capture the
rear-guard of the Federals. .But Lee had posted a battery in
thickets, from which it commanded the road; and when Petti
grew's brigade boldly advanced against him, it was stopped and
driven back in disorder by a fire which inflicted severe 1088CS upon
it. This last engagement ended the conflict. Smith did not dcem
it prudent to pursue his advereary, who reaehed Whitehall on the
18th and Newberne on the 21st. The Federals had ninety mell
killed and four hundred and seventy-eight wounded; the Confeder
ates, seventy-one killed and two hundred anclsixty-eight wounded.

In little more than ten days the small Union column had
travelled nearly three hundred and twenty kilometres, fought two
successful battles, captured ten pieces of cannon and nearly five
hundred soldiers from the enemy, carried dismay into a region
where it was thought it could not penetrate, and, above all, iuter-
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rupted one of the principal lines of communication of the Con
federate army; fOl' if the small railroad bridges were restored hy
the 24th, it reqnired several weeks to reconstruct that of the
Neuse. The most important result of this expedition, however,
was that it gave Foster's soldiers that confidence in themselves
ann their chief which they did not possess before. It was a
brilliant termination of the campaign of 1862 in North Carolina.
It now remains for us to mention the operations that took place
at the same period in the other parts of the coast of the Southern
States.

We interrupted the recital of these operations on· the shores of
the Atlantic after the check of the Federals at Sec€8Sionville in
the middle of June. All attempts against Charleston had been
abandoned; the heat paralyzed the troops, and the fleet confined
itself to the maintenance of the blockade, and to the protection
of the posts which it was ncooosary to occupy along the eoa.lit.
During the whole summer we have but one reconnalssanC'e, of lit
tle importance, to mention, which was made from the 12th to the
14th of Augnst, by the small steamer Treaty, on the Black River,
a water-('ourse which empties into the bay of Georgetown betwecn
that of Charleston and the entrance of the Cape Fear River.
The Treaty proceeded up the Black River for a distance of forty
kilometres in the hope of seizing a vessel of the enemy which
was lying there; but having learnt that this vessel wa." ahanc1oned,
she again came down the river after diApersing some of the ene
my's troops, who did not even try to defend the batteries en
trusted to their care.

Meanwhile, Hunter, who had been recalled after the nnfortu
nate Secessionville expedition, had been snpel'Reded by the brave
and gallant Mitchell, a former professor of a.'itronomy, now be
come a general, who had recently distinguishe(l himself in his
campaign through Northern Alabama. Having reached the hcad
quarters at Beaufort on the 30th of Septemb(~r, Mitchell at onre
set himself to work to organize the colony of emancipated negroes
that he found in the placr, and to prepare his troopA for a new
campaign. He did not, however, allow them to remain inactive
until these preparations were completed. The best part of the
Bay of St. John'A, into which the river of the same name empties,
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and which affords the safest refuge on the western <.'oast of Florida,
is commanded by the heights called St. John's Bluff, which the
Fedemls had abandoned at the same time as the village of Jack
sonville, a little higher up. The Conft.>demtes had established
themseh·es there and erected batteries, which were a source of great
annoyance to vessels anchored in the bay. Admiral Dupont de
termined to dislodge them j and on the very day of his arrival at
Beaufort, l\Iitchell sent a few troops, under General Brannan, to
assist the naval force in this operation. It was an easy and com
plete success. While the Fedeml gun-boats were bombarding
the enemy's batteries, the soldiers quickly l~ded and took pos
se.'ision of these works, where they found nine guns. Some ships
subsequently penetrated into the St. John's river, appeared be-

. fore Jacksonville, and proceeded for a distance of three hundred
and seventy-five kilometres up this large sheet of stilI water,
which not fitr from the coast forms rather an extended lake than
a real river.

Before resuming the siege of Charleston, Mitchell had deter
mined to break up, at least for a time, the railroad which connects
that city with Savannah. This line, in fact, enabled the garrisons
of the two cities mutually to support cuch other, and to concentratE'
on all the point" which the Federals might attack. It pa~e<l

through a fertile country, whence the inhabitants of Charle>'ton
derived a portion of their supplies, and formed one of the branches
of the great artery running parallel to the coast which Foster
was to strike at Goldsboro' a few weeks later, and the preservation
of which was essential to the system of Confederate defences. An
expeditionary corps was formed of detachments from the two
brigades of Brannan and Terry, stationed at Beaufort and Hilton
Head, and two regiments taken from the garrison of Fort Pulaski.
The total force of this corps numbered forty-five hundred men,
about three hundred of whom were c.'1valry, and two sections of
artillery comprising six field-pieces. The fleet furnished a battery
of field-howitzers, drawn by hand. The expeditionary corps em
barked at Hilton Head on the evening of October 21st, on board
of fifteen vesscIs of light draught. Every preparation had be<>n
made to take it by water as near as ros"ible to the point it was
intended to strike. Information had been collected, not without
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trouble, concerning the country, of which no map gave a correct
dC8cription. The hours of the tide had been carefully calculated,
and a large number of tenders, towed by steamers, were to facilitate
and expedite the process of landing. The fleet weighed anchor
during the night, under the direction of Captain Stedman.
Mitchell, mortally stricken by the fevers which ravage theRe
coasts in the fall of the year, had transferred the command of
the expedition to Brannan. But notwithstanding the secrecy
which had surrounded it, the Confederates had either learned or
surmised its object; and were on their guard.

The Savannah and Charleston Railroad described a circular arc
between these two points, the convexity of which was turned to

the west. This course is neL'essitated by the two arms of the sea,
which extend the bays of Port Royal and St. Helena far inland,
separating the archipelago which bears the latter name from the
continent. Deep estuaries and rivers bounded by "ast swamps
compelled the railroad constructors to look for firm ground far
from the coast. Nevertheless, it was found ne(''easary to build large
bridges over water-courses, apparently insignificant, but to which
the effect of the tide gave at stated periods considerable breadth.
The object of the expedition was to tlestroy these bridges. The
two were selected that could be most easily approached-that
of the Coosawatehie, near the village of that name, and that of
the Pocotaligo, an estuary very shallow at low tiue, which also
gives its name to a small village situated on its boruers. The
brigades of Terry and Brannan, under the commanu of the latter
general, were ordered to land at Mackay's Point, on the right
bank of the Pocotaligo, and near the point where it empties into
the Coosaw River, while Colonel Barton, with two regiments from
Fort Pulaski, ascended the Coosawatehie as far as the vicinity of
the railway bridge.

The difficulty in navigating the river at night delayed the
landing at Mackay's Point beyond the appointed time. It was,
however, effected on the morning of the 22d without accident.
The ve!'sel which had the cavalry on board was the only one that
remained stranded in the offing, and was unable to land her cargo.
As soon as his troops hau formed, Brannan se't out in the direc
tion of the railway bridge, followin;; the road leading to the village
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of Pocotaligo, situated at a distance of eighteen kilometres from
Mackay's Point. This road runs along the right bank of the water
course, and crosses, over narrow causeways intersected by wooden
bridges, the broad swamps, often bounded by thick copses, with
which all the small valleys in this region are covered. Eaeh of
these causeways formed a defi Ie casy to defend. The Confederates
took good care to avail themselves of these excellent positions.
Colonel Walker, after feeling the Federals, who were advancing
and deploying whenever the nature of the ground allowed them,
awaited their approach behind one of these obstacles in front of
the Frampton plantation, twelve kilometres from Mackay's Point.
Twice did the Union troops cross the wood by which the swamp
was bounded on their side; and each time they wet'e received by
such terrific volleys of musketry along its edge that they were
compelled to fall back, leaving behind them a large number of
killed and wounded. The section of regular artillery which
accompanied them suceeeded at last in taking position at the
entrance of the C'auseway, from which it shelled the thickets
occupied by the enemy, who, staggered by its fire, were unable to
resist the final charge of Brannan's brigade. The Confederates
retired in great haste, abandoning a caisson; but they soon formed
again in a new position similar to the first. This wus stronger
yet, for, after the defile formed by the causeway, the road ran
upon a bridge thrown across the Pocotaligo, and crossed O\'er to
the left bank of this stream. In ord('r to avoid this crossing and
strike the railroad bridge without leaving the right bank, it would
have been necessary to pass through a country entirely deprived
of any line of communication for a distance of several kilometres.
It was two o'clock before the Federals found themselves facing
this new obstacle. The reconstruction of the bridges han dela,rC(1
their march. The means of transportation were wanting, and
the artillery was without ammunition, with the exception of the
naval howitzers, whieh could use the projectiles abandOllPd hy the
enemy. The Confcderat<,s had crossed over to the left bank of
the Pocotaligo, destroy('d the bridge behind them, and pl:mtC(f
sewral guns of henvy C'alihrc> along that bank, whit'h completel~·

commnndcd all the approaches to the swamp, After repeated
attemptb to brave the fire of thC'8e gnns, the Federals became

'....
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coD\·inced that. they could neither silence them by crossing the
river nor leave them behind. Deprived of ammunition, short
of provisions, with a large number of their wounded left 011 the
rOlld, they ran the risk, if they waited till night, of being turned by
the enemy, who could not fail speedily to receive reinforcements.
Brannan therefore about four o'clock gave the order for retreat,
which was accomplished without confusion. The column, carry
ing back all its wounded, joined the fleet which had brought them
over at a late hour; and on the 23d the Union troops landed at
Hilton Head.

Colonel BartQn, on his side, leaving Mackay's Point on the
morning of the 22d, where he had received Brannan's instruc
tions, proceeded up the Coosawatchie with four hundred men and
four vessels, two gun-boats and two sllall transport'i. At three
kiHlmetres below the village of Coosawatchie, the tide being low,
there was not water enough. He landed his troops on the right
bank and proceeded in the direction of the railroad, hoping to be
able to reach the great bridge, which he intended to destroy be
fore the enemy had collected sufficient forces to defcnd it. Whilst
his scouts were occupying the track, the whistle of a locomotive
announced the approach of a train coming from Charleston. It
was a Georgia regiment sent by Beauregard tQ guard the river
crossings. The Federals, who were postcd at a I:1hort distance,
received the Confederates that were crowded in the open cars
with a well-susmined fire of musketry. Several of them were
wounded. Their leader, Colonel Harrison, was killed at the first
discharge; others, astonished by tllis unexpected attack, jumped
out of the cars, most of them being severely injured by the fall ;
but the train proceeded on its conrse. It stopped a little farther
on to land the troops that were on board; they formed rapidly,
so as to protect both village and bridge. Barton did not venture
to attack them, but contented himself with tearing up the rails
along that portion of the track he occupied, and then returned to
the vessels, on board of' which he embarked, joining Brannan at
Hilton Head the next day. The losse.s of the Federals in these
various engagements amounted to thirty-two killed and one hun
dred and ninety wounded; the enemy had about one hundred
men disabled.

VOL. II.-40
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The double expedition had not accomplished the object pro
posed, for it had not seriously damaged the railroad at any point.
It was undertaken without a sufficient number of troops, and,
above all, without any of those accessories which arc indispensa
ble for a campaign of several days. Mit<,hell's bold and skilful
managenwnt had been wanting. The troops returned to find their
chief expiring. He died on the 30th of October, and was re
placed by General Hunter, who had already preceded him in the
command. The latter att~mpted no operation during the last two
months of 1862, but confined himself to the task of preparing for
the siege of Charleston, which he proposed to undertake in the
spring of 1863.

"\Ve shall therefore pass from the Atlantic coast to that of the
Gulf of Mexico, where we left the Federals after the conquest of
New Orleans in the latter part of April, 1862. The capture.of
this great city, instead of setting Farragut's fleet free, and en
abling it to sail again on the open sea, had drawn it toward a
new field of operation!'!. 'Ye have already given an account of
the battles which the Federal admiral fought on the MissiS8ippi
waters during the summer. The task assigned during this time
to the few vessels he had left in the Gulf of Mexico was confined
to the maintenance of the strictest blockade of the ports which
the Confederates still possessed in that sea. About the end of
July, Farragut finally returned to New Orleans with a portion of
his fleet, after his campaign against Vicksburg, and since then
his duties had been divided between guarding the lower course
of the Mississippi, watching the ports of Pensacola and Mobile,
and the occupation of some important points along the coast of
Texas.

He resolved to establish a strict blockade of this coa."t, which
had long been neglected by the Federal fleet. It was a difficult
task; for if it possesses but few ports accessible to large Y<'ssds,
its configuration is excelll'ntly adapted for a smuggling coosting
trade. In fact, with the exception of a small interval near the
mouth of the river Brazos, it is bounded from the Bay of Galves
ton at the north to the Mexican frontier, at the south by a long
sand-bar similar to that which the Atlantic has raised around
North Carolina. This narrow dike is divided by channels into 8
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certain number of islands; but the arm of the sea which separates
it from the mainland is neither deep nor wide, except where it has
been hollowed by the water-courses which flow from the interior
of Texas. This arm of the sea thus forms a long channel, which
is only navigable for vessels of light draught, and which connects
all these water-courses. The small trading-vessels of the Confed
eracy availed themselves of this fact to ply to and fro out of reach
of the blockading fleet. At times they would emerge through
one pass, at other times through another, and thus reach the neu
tral territory of Mexico in a few hours. This kind of lagoon
bears at first the name of Matagorda Bay, in the vicinity of the
village of Indianola, and communicates with the sea by way of
the pass of Saluria; t.hen it successively forms the bays of Espir
itu Santo, Aransas, Corpus Christi and Salt Lagoon-names which
indicate so many corresponding intersections at the mouths of the
rivers San Antonio, Mission, Nueces and EI Grullo. Beyond
the. latter river the lagoon takes the name of Laguna Madre; and
being no longer fed by the waters of any tributary, it stretehes
with uniform width as far as the mouth of the Rio Grande, which
marks the Mexican frontier. South of the pass of Saluria are
only to be found those of Aransas, Corpus Christi, and finally
that of Boca Chica, at the extremity of the laguna Madre.

Lieutenant Kittredge was in command of several small ves
sels fitted out as men-of-war, nearly all sailing-vessels. and the
gun-boat Sachem, with which he blockaded the entrance of Cor
pus Christi. The Confederates, being desirous to fit out a few
vessels in their turn without being molested, had sunk somepiles
among the passes. On the 12th of August, Kittredge succeeded
in removing these obstacles; he penetrated into the bay with the
small steamer Coryph.e:tuJ, and captured one of the enemy's ships,
while another was burnt by its own crew. Still another fell into
his hands on the 17th. On the 18th he landed about one hun
dred men, who, being supported by the naval guns, made an
attempt to occupy the village of Corpus Christi; but the enemy
having appeared in force, these troops re-embarked after having
repulsed a feeble attack made" by three hundred Confederate
horse. Kittredge made no further demonstration against Cor
pus Christi, and four weeks later he was taken prisoner with the
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crew of one of his launches while engaged in a reconnaissance in
Lagnna Madre.

The principal port of Texas, after Galveston, is that of Sabine
City. This little town, situated on the west side of the deep and
narrow strait which connects Sabine Lake with the open sea, has
a line of railway that places it in communication with Houston
and the interior of the State. A battery of four thirty-two
pounders had been erected by the Confederates to command the
pass. The Federal steamer KenBington arrived in sight of this
pass on the 23d of September, and the next day her crew got on
board of two schooners of light draught for the purpose of for
cin~ an entrance. This operation was successfully accomplished
on the 25th; and while the Union vessels were engaged in silen
cing the four guns of the enemy, a landing-party was disembarked
between the battery and Sabine City. It met with no resistance ;
and the Federals, after taking possession of the works, estab
lished themselves in the town. Unfortunately for them, they
found the yellow fever there, which made their apparently easy
success cost them very dear. The merit of tliis little expedition
was due to Mr. Crocker, a merchant captain, who, like many
others, had temporarily passed into the service of the United States
with the title of acting master. He resolved to finish the work he
had 80 successfully begun, by going in search of and destroying all
the vessels engaged as blockade-runners in the bays situated be
tween Sabine Pass and the entrance of the Atchafalaya. While
the crews of the schooners were landing on the west side of Lake
Sabine and setting fire to a railroad bridge oyer a stream called
Taylor's Bayou, he proceeded on board the Kemington to visit
the passes through which the waters of Lakes Calmsieu and
Mermantau empty into the sea, and captured several vessels,
among others a small steamer. Meanwhile, the Confederates
promptly repaired the little damage done to the bridge of Tay
lor's Bayou by the fire; and understanding how important it
was for them to retain possession of this bridge, 80 as to be able
at all times to menace Sabine City, they stationed there a garri
son of three hundred men. On tbe 15th of October, Crocker,
with a steamer recently captured, on board of which he had pln<'ell
a twel ve-pounder howitzer and a twenty-pounder Parrott gUD,
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penetrated into the lake and took a position bearing upon the
entrance of Taylor's Bayou. The railroad at this place runs
close to the shore, and the Federal shells soon fell among the
troops who were guarding the bridge; a few successful shots dis
abled a train of cars which was bringing them reinforcements,
and the Union sailors, landing under cover of their guns, en
tirely destroyed the bridge, the barracks occupied by the post,
and two small schooners which they found at the entrance of
the stream. On the 17th a detachment of fifty of their party,
accompanied by a howitzer, attacked and dispersed a body of
cavalry encamped eight kilometres from Sabine City, thus secur
ing to the Federals the undisturbed possession of this import
ant post.

These operations, which were gradually substituting the occu
pation of the most important points on the coast for the mari
time blockade, had all been directed by Farragut, who had sta
tioned himself with his favorite ship, the Hartford, under the
guns of Fort Pickens, in the Bay of Pensacola. At the same
period, he sent Captain Renshaw, with four gun-boats, to take
p<J&"CSSion of Galveston. This town is sitnated near the eastern
extremity of a large island which closes the entrance of the ex
tem:ive bay of the same name; in order to reach the wharves which
project into the tranquil waters of the bay, the ships doubled
the point of the island, passing between this point and Pelican
Island. Galveston is connected with the continent by a· railroad
which crosses an arm of the sea of no great depth, over a bridge
twelve hundred metres long. At the bottom of the bay stands
the village of San Jacinto, in the vicinity of which the American
adventurers who had undertaken to conquer and colonize Texas
dt'feated the Mexican army and captured General Santa Anna.
Renshaw appeared on the 4th of October with his flotilla at the
entrance of the bay. After waiting in vain for an answer to his
summons, he crossed the bar. A fort erected by the Confederates,
at the extreme end of Galveston Island, opened fire upon him,
but two or three well-directed shells soon silenced its guns. The
battery on Pelican Island, from which the Federals had expected
to receive numerous projectiles, was found to be only armed with
bogus wooden cannon. It was immediately occupied; and Ren-
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shaw, bringing his vessel to bear upon the town, allowed the Con
federates to evacuate it. The place was delivered up to him on
the 9th of October, bllt the few troops he had at hi~ disposal
rendered its posseB8ion more dangerous than useful, as we shall
presently see.

Meanwhile, he continued the system of occupation prescribed
by Farragut and on the 26th of October two of his gun-boats.
the Westfield and the Clifton, took possession of the village of
Indianola, in the Bay of Matagorda, without opposition.

Similar bold strokes were attempted along that portion of the
coast of the Mexican gulf which extends east of the mouths of
the Mississippi. We do not propose to speak of the operations
of General Weitzel, nor of the flotilla that accompanied him on the
Atchaflliaya and the Bayou T~che; the naval force having only
played an accessory role, these operations have been recorded
elsewhere. We shall merely mention a sma]] naval expedition,
undertaken a month earlier by Major Strong, chief of Butler's
staff, against some Confederate detachments which were assem
bling on the left bank of the MisHissippi for the purpose of har
assing the Federals in their posseB8ion of the districts in the
vicinity of New Orleans. It is known that this great city is
situated on an irregularly formed peninsula, bounded on the sooth
by the Mississippi, on the east by the flea, and on the north by a
succession .of bays, straits and lakes, which reach far inland.
This chain iR composed of the bay of the islands Lea Malheureux,
Lake Borgne, the Rigolets and Lake Pontchartrain, thus forming
a continuous barrier which effectually protected New Orleans. It
is extended beyond Lake Pontchartrain by Lake Maurepas, and
still further west by the swamps adjoining Amiti~ River. This
river, proceeding from the vicinity of Baton ROuge, discharges
its waters into the first of the lakes above mentioned, which, in
turn, empties into the second, at the east, through a channel called
Manchac pass. The great line of railway which traverses the
State of Mississippi throughout its entire length, reaching down
to New Orleans from Memphis through Jackson, penetrates into
the peninsula by crossing the Manchac pass over an important
bridge. It was probable, therefore, that as soon as the railroad
had brought the Confederates sufficient forces to enable them to
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strike a blow against New Orleans, they would debouch from this
direction. The Southern general J. Thompson had stationed him
self ill the village of Pontchitoula, situated seventy-seven kilo
metres from the great city, and sixteen beyond the bridge of the
Manchac pass. He had three hundred meu with him, together
with a battery of artillory. Strong conceived the idea of surpris
ing him; he shipped one hundred and fifty men on board the
ceres and one hundred on the New LonaO'n, two of the steamers
of light draught which had been detailed to gnard the waters of
Lake Pontchartrain. The first, proceeding up Tangipahoa River,
was to land the troops she had on board east of Pontchitoula,
while the second was to make its landing on the left bank of the
Manchac pass, after having destroyed the railway bridge. It was
expected that both would strike J. Thompson's camp at the same
time. Strong hoped thus to cut off his retreat and capture him
with all his troops. Bnt this plan could not be carried out; the
Xew London vainly tried two nights in succession to get over the
Manchac bar, and the Cere.<! was fonnd too large to ascend the
winding course of the Tangipahoa. Strong was obliged to send
the New London back, and to enter the l\Ianchac pass with the
ceres in broad daylight, the forces of the expedition being thus
reduced to the troops on board this ship. A surprise was hence
forth impracticable, which rendered it necessary to use the greater
speed. Strong landed on the morning of the 15th of. Jnne near
the bridge of the l\Ianchac pass, which he proceeded to destroy,
and at once pushed on with his small band toward Pontehitoula.
A tropical sun darted its rays on the heads of the Federal soldiers,
and was reflected from the putrid waters of the marshes by which
they were surrounded. In order to cross these swamps they had
nothing but the railway embankment to walk upon, and for sev
eral kilometres they were cven obliged to jump from ,beam to
beam over the open work of the bridges which alternate with the
causeway. The Confederates were on the lookout for them in
front of Pontchitoula with a battery of artillery; but after the
first discharge, seeing that the Federals were steadily advancing,
they took to flight. Strong destroyed a large number of wagons
and army stores, ocenpied thc village, where he found arms and
equipmeuts, and returned to his vessel on the same eveuing. The
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next day he re-entered New Orleans, having had but ten men
wounded.

The coast of Florida is particularly adapted for the establish
ment of salt-works, and the Confederate government, assuming
the control of this branch of industry, had developed its resoUrce8

to a grcat extent. The victualling of the armies, which consumed
large quantities of meat from Texas, rendered the production of
salt a question of capiuiI importance j hence it is that we find the
Union fleet constantly engaged in interfering with the production
of this commodity. In a former chapter we gave some account
of the ol'Cupation of Dep6t Key, on the western coast of Florida.
Two Federal vessels, the ~Horse and the Somerset, were at an
chor before this place at the beginning of October, when it was
ac;certained that the Confederate garrison stationed opposite the
island on the mainland, for the protection of immense salt-works,
had been withdrawn. An expedition was immediately orgauized
with a view to the destruction of these establishments. On the
6th of October about one hundred men were conveyed to the
spot in eight launches; they accomplished the task assigned to
them after a slight affair with some Confederate skirmishers, in
which five or six of their number were wounded. During -the
autumn the Federal navy also destroyed the salt-works in the
Bay of St. Andrews, those of St. Mark, near Cedar Keys, those
of Tampa,.and lastly those in the vicinity of Appalachicola.

The last town was occupied by the Unionists, but constantly
menaced by their adversaries, who starved them in it. The in
habitants themselves only existed by means of contraband trade
with the rest of the country, which it had been found expedient
to tolerate. The Confederates, becoming bolder from day to day,
did not hesitate to fit out vessels, intended to run the blockade, in
the river from which the town derived its name. Thc Federal
steamer Somm-set having reached this anchorage from DepOt Key,
her commander determined at la'lt to oppose the fitting out of these
vc..."SCls. He proceeded up the river with four launches carrying
howitzers, and, after a trifling engagement with the enemy's par
tisans lying ill ambush along the shore, he seized, on the 15th of
October, a schooner loaded with cotton which was getting ready
to sail.
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Throughout this dry recital of war incidents insignificant in
themselves, the reader will have seen that the Fedel"d.ls had pur
sued a plan which was almost entirely carried out by the end of
October. This plan consisted, IlB we have already said, in taking
pOSSl*'Sion of all the points along the coast which commanded the
ports, bays and entrances of rivers in which Confederate or neutral
vessels engaged in running the blockade might find shelter. This
substitution of land occupancy for a maritime blockade presented
great advantages, especially at the approach of a season which
would render a station on that inhospitable coast very dangerous,
for vessels of indifferent quality. This substitution, however,
was not without its difficulties and perils. On one hand, the
smaIl towns thus occupied found themselves separated from the
rest of the continent, whence they had hitherto derived all their
resources, and it became necessary to furnish not only the garri
"SODS, but entire populations, with the supplies t.hey needed. On
the other hand, t.he multiplicity of these posts weakened the
Federal navy by impairing its activity. Vessels were detained
at the points it WBS necessary to protect; obliged to land a por
tion of their crews, they had lost their effica('y for sea-eombats,
without supplying garrisons capable of resisting on land any
serious effort on the part of the enemy, and they were surrounded
by spies always ready to notify the latter IlB soon BS an opportunity
offered for attacking them. The extent of the COllSt which the
naval forces had ~ndertaken to blockade had t.herefore the same
inconveniences for them as the multitude of railways had for the
land-armies, which were weakened to protect them.

These inconveniences were soon felt, and drew upon the Federal
.fleet a serious reverse, not in material results, but in the moral
effect it produced. The Federals, indeed, in taking possession
of the coast, not only proposed to themselves to complete the
blockade of the States in rebellion against the Union, but they
also sought to create centres of political resistance against the action
of the Confederate government at all the points they occupied,
and were especially in hopE'S of succeeding in their designs on
the coast of Texas, where slavery had but recently been intro
duced. Among the rough settlers who had come into that State
From all parts of America, there were many Unionists, whose
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number daily increased in consequence of the severity of the
Confederate conf'Cription law. Hunted down by merciless ad
versaries, and not being sufficiently numerous to resist them on
the !loil of Texas itself, they sought to gain those regions where
the Federal flag afforded them a safe refuge. Most of them had
for some time proceeded first to the Mexican frontier, and thence
had gone to New Orleans by sea. Thus, in the beginning of
August, about sixty young men, nearly all settlers of German
origin, had united to fly from the tyranny of the government of
Texas, and to sustain each other on their march to Mexico. They
thought they had taken all necessary precautions to conceal their
project from the adventurers of every description who infested
those semi-savage regions. But they were betrayed; and on the
9th of August about one hundred of these ruffians, nnder the lead
of one Lilley, surprised their camp on the borders of N ueces River,
about sixty-four kilometres from the Rio Grande. The Unionists
had taken no precaution to guard against a surprise, and Lilley,
falling upon them while asleep, deprived them of every chance
of resistance. Some were killed while defending themselves, the
wounded were finished with the revolver, and most of the re
mainder, once captured, were massacred in cold blood amid the
most cruel tortures. Such was war in a country where no right
was recognized except that of the strongest, and where the whites
rivalled in cruelty the aborigines whom they pretended to civilize.
This massacre intimidated the most daring an.d stopped emigra
tion. The occupation of Galveston would have favored snch
emigration, for it offered a refuge to fugitives easy of access.
It might even have been made the point of departure for a hostile
movement against the government which had dragged Texas into
secession. This government det{'rmined to anticipate such danger
by recapturing Galveston; and although its design was not real
ized before the fil"8t of the year 1863, it is proper that we should
speak of it in this place, for this operation must be considered as
the sequel of those we have just related.

Magruder, the able defender of Yorktown, had been appointed
to the command of all the forces stationed in Texas during the
month of December. As soon as he had arrived he set himself to
work to prepare for the projected attack against Galveston. The
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troops who had invaded and then abandoned New Mexico during
the preceding spring, under General Sibley, were scattered among
various posts; they were assembled at Houston, a small town sit
uated not far from the extremity of the Bay of Gah-eston, on the
main line of the Texas Railway. In order to attack the flotilla
which protected the anchorage at the entrance of the bay, two
vessels that had escaped from the Federals were fitted out as men
of-war; one, the Bayou City, was a large steamer, with several
cabin-decks, modeled on the plan of the Mississippi boats; the
smoke-stack had been cut down, and a protecting wall of cotton
bales, piled up four in height, rose around this frail edifice, reach
ing to above the upper deck. She carri~ a thirty pounder,
and about a hundred dismounted cavalrymen, supplied by Sibley,
had been placed on board to fire from behind the improvised
parapet. The other, called the Neptune, of a smaller capacity, was
fortified in the same manner, and carried two howitzers. Two or
three small vessels, too light to take any serious part in the con
flict, accompanied the expedition.

The Federals, after the occupation of Galveston, had suffered
themselves to be lulled into a fatal security. If an honorable
death, although useless to his cause, did not protect the memory
of Commodore Renshaw, we should feel called upon to comment
in severe terms upon his want of vigilance. Deceived by the
reception he had met with from the inhabitants of Galveston, and
deeming it safe to allow them to obtain provisions from the inte
rior which could not be procured from New Orleans without
great difficulty, he had consented, by a kind of tacit agreement,
to the preservation of the large bridge connecting Galveston
Island with the continent. This sort of truce was doomed to si
lence the guns of the steamer Harriet Lane, which was anchored
between the bridge and the town, as well as those of a Confederate
battery posted on the mainland, although these guns were levelled
against ffich other at short range. Magruder took advantage of
the respite to study the character of the ground, and to establish
relations with the inhabitants of Galveston; he quietly collected
his forces along the railroad in sight of the town, near the prom
ontory called Virginia Point, where the great bridge joins the
mainland
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But the news he received in the latter part of December made
him feel the necessity of acting promptly, so as not to lose the
favorable opportunity. Indeed, President Lincoln had appointed
a provisional governor of Texas, who would naturally establish
his quarters in Galveston, as it was the only point in that vast
State where he could enforce his authority. Renshaw having
declared that he had not men enough to ()('Cupy the town, Gene
ral Banks, who had just superseded Butler in New Orleans, prom
ised to send him two small regiments and a battery of artilleT)·.
These troops were expected at Galveston in the last days of De
cember. Magruder determined to anticipate their arrival; the
attack was at first fixed for the night of the 30th, then for the 31st,
of December. On the 28th some bold partisans, acting under
his instructions, destroyed the lighthouse situated at the entranee
of the pass, at the point called the Peninsula of Bolivar, which
faces the island of Galveston.

In the mean while, a naval division eonveying Governor M.
Hamilton, with the reinforcements promised by Banks and the
necessary provisions, had left New Orleans between the 25th antI
the 29th of December. Unfortuuately, a portion of the ships,
with one of the regiments, touched first at Ship Island, and the
progress of the others was so slow that only one of them, the
.9axon, reached Galveston before the 31st of December, with three
hundred men of the Forty-first MassachlL'letts on board. The
latter were at once landed; and not wishing to lose the protection
of the gun-boats, they encamped upon the very pier of Galveston.
It was feared to scatter them about the town, which thus remain
ed unoccupied and without surveillance, while the railroad bridge
enabled Magruder to communicate openly with the inhabitants.
This intercourse was even too frequent not to compromise the
secret of his plan. Renshaw was, in fact, notified on the 31st of
the attack that was contemplated. He could easily have prevent
ed it by destroying the great railroad bridge with cannou-shoUi,
aud re-embarking the detachment of infantry, which was too much
exposed on the land, and bringing the guns of his flotilla to bear
upon the town. But he took no notice of this information, deem
ing the projected attack impossible.

The last day of the year 1862 was brought to a close by one
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of those winter evenings of which our own cold climates can con
vey no idea, when the heat of the sun is tempered by the fresh sea
air without causing the light it sheds to lose any of its brightness;
a slight mist, more resembling those white flakes gathered by the
breeze along the cotton-fields, than the thick fogs which render
our long twilights so sad and gloomy, hung over the mirror-like
waters of Galveston Bay. The stillness of nature seemed to have
posseSsed and stupefied the energies of the Federal chiefs. Just
as the sun was about to set, the steamer Boardman, with Gover
nor Hamilton on board, entered the passes; the Westfield, Ren
shaw's flagship, had gone to meet him, and was escorting him.
These two vessels sailed close to the ruins of the lighthouse de
stroyed three days before without understanding the silent warn
ing they conveyed. The naval division of Commodore Renshaw,
consisted of four gun-boats. The Harriet Lane was the only one
originally constructed as a man-of-war; she carried three nine
inch columbiads, a thirty-pounder rifle-gun and four twenty
pounder carronades. The other three were merchant-vessels pur
chased by the government, but their hulls were strong, and their
armament as formidable as that of the Harriet Lane; these were
the lVesi.field, mounting two nine-inch columbiads, four sixty
eight-pounder howitzers and two rifle-guns; the Clifton, also
carrying two nine-inch columbiads, four forty-two pounder how
itzers, and a pivot rifle-gun; and finally the Owasco, upon which
were placed, besides an enormous eleven-inch columbiad, a thirty
pounder rifle-gun and four twenty-four-pounder howitzers. This
enumeration will convey some idea of the calibre and weight of
the artillery which the Americans had placed on board vessels
never intended to carry such loads. To the list of the Federal
flotilla we must add the small gun-boat Sachem, which had come
into Galveston the day before to repair her machinery, the Cory
pheus, that had her in tow, and the transports Saxon and Board
man, which, however, could take no part in the combat.

Magruder left Virginia Point at nightfall; he had with him
from twelve to fifteen hundred men, and two or three batteries,
under command of Colonel Green, of whom we have already had
occasion to speak in our narrative of Sibley's campaign in New
Mexico. He boldly pushed his way over the bridge which the
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Federals had so imprudently spared. The Harriet Lane was at
too great a distance to perceive the long column of the enemy
marching at a rapid pace over this fragile structure, and Magru
der, although the moon was shining on his movements, reached
the suburbs of the town without having attracted the attention
of the Federals. The latter, however, had noticed some time
before the two steamers belonging to the enemy, which had ap
peared in sight of Galveston at the hour fixed for the com bined
attack-that is to say, about two o'clock in the morning, just as
the moon was setting. But the Confederate infantry having been
delayed, these vessels retired to the further end of the bay to wait
for the signal agreed upon. The Federals attached no import
ance to this. demonstration, and it was only when the lookout on
the Harriet Lane signalled the fact of an extraordinary agita
tion in the town that they became aware of their danger. This
was the force of the enemy, followed by a large portion of the
inhabitants, hastily marching upon the camp of the Forty-first'
Massachusetts. It was half-past thrce in the morning. After
placing his guns in battery and making every disposition for the
attack, Magruder fired with his own hand the first gun, which
served as a signal to the fleet.. At the same time, a stormiug
party of five hundred men, under Colonel Cook, endeavored to
capture the Union camp, which, as we have said, was situated at
the extremity of a long pier on piles. The planks of the plat
form on the land side had been carried off to construct a kind
of barricade at the entrance of the camp. But Cook, who had
some knowledge of these preparations, had provided himself with
ladders to scale that part of the pier thus left isolated, and h~

bodly descended into the water, followed by his soldiers, in order
to reach the foot of it. It was unfortunately high tide, and the
assailant., had much trouble in getting up to the pier j and when
they reached it at last, their ladders were found to be too short,
and they were easily repulsed. They did not, however, consider
themselves beaten j they climbed into the houses, occupied the
windows, and, commanding the plank wall, poured a plunging
fire upon their adversaries, more destructive because the latter
could only reply at random. In the mean time, Magruder's can-
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non were sweeping the streets, and the utter darkness added to
the horror and confusion of the battle.

The Massachusetts soldiers defended themselves from behind
their barricade in the hope of speedy relief. The Harriet Lane,
Dot having steam up, could not draw near the scene of action,
and confined herself to firing in the direction of the bridge; but
the Sachem and the CoryphewJ, having drawn up close to the pier,
threw shells into the streets, which soon compelled Magruder's
artillery to beat a retreat. It was near daylight, and the Confed
erates, exposed to the fire of the whole hostile fleet, were begin
ning to despair of snccess, when the booming of cannon announced
to them at last the arrival of the auxiliaries they had been impa
tiently expecting. The two vessels which carried the Confed
erate flag would have been unable to contend against Renshaw's
fleet if the latter hact been united and ready for the fight. But
several of the Federal vessels were reduced to inactivity for Wl\nt
of steam, and were srottered in waters extremely difficult to
navigate. The llarriei Lane was the first on the track fojlowed
by the assailants, who, having flat-bottomed vessels, could safely
navigate among the shall~ws of the bay. Guided by the light
produced by the discharge of their guns, they had directed their
course toward that vessel in the midst of the darknc.."S. Mean
while, Captain 'Wainwright, who commanded her, had at last sue
ceedNl in st.'lrting his engines; and on perceiving the two hostile
vessels, he steamed direct toward them. The combatants, being
anxious to come together, only exchanged a few shots at a dis
tanee. Wainwright ran his vessel against the huge sides of the
Bayou Oity, struck her obliquely, and mrried off her paddle
box, without doing any other damage. The Neptune on her part,
wishing to assist her mate, rushed against the fore part of the Har
riet Lane, but was only injured herself by the shock; and the water
rushing iu in every direction, she was obliged to steam to the
shore, near which she soon foundered. It was now the turn of
the Bayou Oity to resume the offensive, and by a lucky manreu
vre she struck her adversary full amidships. Her prow was
driven with such force under the padllle-box of the Federal gun
boat that the latter was almost thrown upon her beam-ends. The
timber-work of both vessels becoming entangled, they remained
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thus fastened together without being able to use their guns. The
advantage was now all on the side of the Confederates, who were
more numerous than their adversaries, more practiced in the use
of their rifles, and besides were ranged on the quarter-deck of
their steamer, so as to command the deck of the rlarrid Lant;
consequently, after a few discharges, they boarded the latter ves
sel. Wainwright and his second in command were killed, and
the crew, stricken with terror, hastened to surrender. Out of one
hundred and twenty men only ten were disabled.

Meanwhile, a serioU8 danger was menacing the victors. The
two vessels were so fastened together as to be unable to manreo
vre, and were thus at the mercy of a new assailant. This assail
ant was the Owaaco, who, perceiving the struggle in which the
Harriet Lane was engaged, directed her co~rse toward that ves
sel to assist her. Being oblig<--d to follow a narrow and tortuous
channel, she ran aground seveml times, and the combat was over
when she got withiu range of the two vessels. The eleven-incb
shells she had fired on her way failed to reach the enemy; and
when she drew near the Bayou City, she was received by a we11
sustained fire of musketry from the top of that floating fortrcs.".
Her commander, seeing that the rlarrid Lane was captured, and
being ignorant of the difficult position in which the victors were
placed, deemed it prudent to retire; he fired a last broadside and
came to join the Sachem and Cm-ypheus, which had opened their
fire upon Magruder's troops in front of Gal veston.

Day had scarcely dawned, and the combat we have been de
scribing had only been discernible through the uncertain glimmer
of twilight. It is not astonishing, therefore, that the two largest
Federal gun-boats, the Westfield and Clifton, anchored ou~ide of
Pelican Island, had not yet been able to take part in it. At the
first signal of danger, Renshaw started with the former to-ap
proach G.llveston, but he soon mn aground, and the swiftly-re
ceding tide left him no hope of salvation. The tmnsport Board
man tried in vain to extricate him, and the Clifton, after losing'
much precious time in similar efforts, left him to bJ"() to the a."sisl
ance of the rest of the fleet. In passing before GalvC8ton Point,
this gun-boat was saluted by a field-battery of'the enemy, and she
poured a broadside into it, which reduced it to silence. Continu-
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ing her progress, she soon reached Galveston, and took part in the'
combat in which the Sachem, Cm-ypheus and Owasco were engaged.
But the fear of i!Jjuring the prisoner-crew C!f the Harriet Lane'
prevented her from going to dispute the prize with the Bayrm
City. No effort, however, had yet succeeded in sepamting those'
two vessels, although it would only have required a little daring
on the part of the Federals to destroy them together. In order
to gain sufficient time to extricate them from this perilous situa-
tion, Major L. Smith, commanding the Confederate flotilla, tried
a Bag of truce, and sent an officer, with a prisoner from the Har
riet Lane, on board the Clifton, to demand a capitulation. This
clumsy stratagem proved a' complete success. Lieutenant Law,
commanding the Clifton, left his vessel to communicate the de
mand of the enemy to Renshaw; but instead of waiting for or
ders, he hoisted a white flag alld suspended the battle. During
Ilis absence tlle Confederates succeeded in extricating the Harriet
Lane i and taking advantage of the silence of the fleet, they sur
rounded the soldiers of the Forty-first Ma..~sachusetts, who up to
this time had bravely defended themselves. Magruder, showing
them the white flags just hoisted at the mast-heads of the vessels
of both parties, and his own guns levelled at point-blank against
them, persuaded them to surrender as prisoners, and immediately
after planted hie guns upon the pier, so as to be able to enfilade
the decks of the Federal vessels at the first signal.

Renshaw rejected the shameful conditions which hi.~ subordi
nate had the weakness to submit to him. But it was too late to
recover the ground lost. Nothing remained but to save those
Yl?Ssels that had not fallen into the bands of the enemy with their
crews. Whil:,;t the Clifton, the Owasco, the Sachem and the COl"y
phtma were steaming out of GalvE'Ston under Law's direction,
Hen~aw ordered the crew of the lVesljield to he transferred to
the Boardma,n, for no effort could avail to save that vessel, and
nothing was left but to destroy her. The transfer was accom
plished amid some confusion. 'Vhen nearly completed, Renshaw
applied the fifteen-minute match himself, the extreme end of
which 1'C8ehecl down into the powder-magazine, which was left
open; near him was a barrel of turpentine, the head of which had
been 8taved in; the yawl fastened to the vessel waited only for
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•
the commodore. At last he was .seen descending and taking his
place in the boat; but at the same moment a thick black smoke
rose above the vessel, followed by a vivid Bame more than three
metres high; the sailors, crowded upon the deck of the Boord
man, perceived their comrades still resting on their oars through
this sinister light; then everything disappeared amid a thick
white cloud with a bluish reflection. A terrible explosion \V35

heard at the same time. It is probable that the turpentine, acci
dentally spilled, came in contact with the lighted match and took
fire, which was almost immediately communicated to the powder
magazine. The shells, thrown into the air, exploded in every
direction, and a shower of d~bris and projectiles fell around the
blackened careass of the Westfield. When the smoke at length
disappcared, the yawl was seen floating keel upward. The fiftren
men who were in it had disappeared for ever; no trace of them
was ever found. The enemy was approaching. The Boardman
put off and joined the remainder of the Beet which Lieutenant
Law had tnken out of Galveston Bay. This officer, dreading au
attack from the Harriet Lane, even hastened to raise the block
ade in or~er to return to :New Orleans, at the risk of allowing the
transports, which, in the ignorance of what had taken place, might
arrive after hiA departure, to be captured by the enemy. A for
tunate chance alone prevented this new disaster.

The capture of Galveston made a profound impression in th('
South, and the fear of being again subjected to severe treat
ment on the part of the Confederate authorities long impos«l
silence upon those who had hitherto openly sustained the Fal
eral cause.

It will be seen from the fact~ we have just related that the task
of blockading and occupying the coasts of the Southern States and
the entrance of their rivers threatened to absorb all the strength
of the Federal navy. Consequently, a few words will suffice til

enumerate the purely maritime incidents of the year 1862 whit·h
have not been mentioned in the preceding pages. ".e have DO

battles on the high seas to record, but in return the Federal fleet
made a large number of prizes. The renewed rigor of the block
ade, by raising the price of cotton in Europe and that of m~
articles produced by the South, 8timulated the contraband trade.
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The speculations of blockade-runners had therefore expanded
in proportion as a larger number of these vessels fell into the
hands of the Federal cruisers. These prizes, sold in the Federal
interest, were, in reality, paid for by the South and the consumers
of cotton, for the speculators, realizing enough profit on a single
successful venture, indemnified themselves for the loss of four or
five cargoes. Some of these blockade-runners, thus captured,
were converted into men-of-war or transports, and proved of
great servire to the Federal navy. It is unnecessary to give a
list of them, which comprises from twenty to thirty steamers, and
we shall merely mention the most important-the Bermuda,
which was captured on the 27th of April, after she had made
several sueressful trips, and brought a considerable quantity of
arms and ammunition to the South.

Most of these vessels belonged to ship-owners in Liverpool,
and sailed under the British flag. They constituted a peculiar
type of naval architecture, in which safety was sacrificed to speed,
and formed a fleet, under the command of daring sailors, who
took the British port of Nassau, in the Bahama Islands, as its
base of operations. The. town of Nassau, situated on a barren
rock, had up to this period led an obscure existence. The blockade
gave it a vast importance by making it the mart where all mer
chandise intended for the South was concentrated, and where
blockade-runners came to lood before venturing on their peril
ous voyages. The Federal cruisers watched them., at the dis
tance from port prescribed by international law, ready to pounce
upon them if they were not quick enough to effect their escape.
These cruisers would frequently rome into Nassau for provisions,
and to see the agents whose duty it was to aid them in their sur
veillance. The town was, therefore, full of Amerieans belonging
to both parties, who elbowed each other at the hotels and watched
each other on the wharves; and it often happened that, among
these adversaries compelled to live side by side under the neutral
British flag, a couple of shipmates of the old Federal navy, sep
lrated by the civil war, would meet and exchange recognition by
~lancing at each other in saaness and in silence.

"\Ve have said elsewhere that the funds raised by the loan sub
cribed to by Englishmen, under the guarantee of the Confederate
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government, were devoteJ by the latter lIB much to the pOl'ChMe
of arms and ammunition as to the creation of a naval Beet. This
fleet was e.'IpecialIy intended t~ make voyages; the Confederate
agents, however, proposed t~ procure from the shipyards of Li,'
erpool such armored vcsS('ls as might be able to cope with the
",hips composing the blockade squadrons of Charleston or Mobile.
The Confederates counted upon the connivance of certain agents,
on the sympathies of the majority in Parliament, and the inde
cision of the government in tolerating the violation of British
neutrality. In fact, the experience of the Sum.ter had shown that
the ooat.'3 seized by the Confederates at the time of secession would
be inadequate to carryon the privateer war, which was to avenge
the South for the humiliation of the blockade; this required very
strong vessels, with capacity for mrrying large quantities of coal,
a strong armament, a numerous crew, and capable, in short) of
fighting the Federal gun-boats on equal terms, in case of their
being brought to a stand as the Sumter was at Gibraltar.

As soon as Mr. Davis' rppresentatives had a few millions ill
hand, they found every desirable facility for carrying on their
military preparations. They entered into brisk competition with
the Federal agents for the purchase of arms and ammunition--a
traffic which was besides perfectly legitimate in itself; for if such
articles could, in view of their destination, OO<:ome.contraband of
war, which a belligerent has a right to seize on tRe high seas, the
mere fact ci their sale does not constitute an act of hostility.
Their chief concern, however, was the fitting out of shipe of war.
The magnificent shipyards of Messrs. Laird at Birkenhead, and
the cannon-factory of Mr. Blakeley in London, were open to
their orders; the banking-house of Messrs. Fraser and Trenholm
assumed the agency of their financial operations j and the task
of superintending the construction and armament of the vessels
which were to display the Confederate Bag was entrnsted to Cap
tain Bullock, a naval officer of great intelligence. The exCC'Ution
of this task required much skill and prudence, for the United

tate minister in London, Mr. Adams, was ou his guard. It W'&'l

hopeless to try to evade his vigihince, .and that of the entire
American commerce, which, stimulated by danger, was on the
watch for him; what was wanted was shrewdness to deceive the

c)ltiLE DvGoogle
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English government, 80 as to prevent it from listening to the
representatioBS that might be made against their interest.

It was of the utmost importance to oppose some new adversary
against the richly-laden ships which sailed under the United
States flag, fur the two priYateers which for a sRort time had
menaced them, were both closely blockaded, and had for ever
disappeared from the naval scene. The small steamer Naskville,
which, as w-e have observed before, was the first to prey upon the
commerce of the Northern States, had entered the river Ogeechec,
on the coast of Georgia, in July, 1862, to land a cargo of arms,
and, before she had time to gain the open sea, the entrance of the
river was oceupied by Federal cruisers; not daring to measure
strength with the latter, she had been vainly waiting since that
time for an opportnnity to escape from them.

\Vith regard to the Sum.ter, she was at Gibraltar, kept at bay
by the Federal gun-boat Tuscarora, which, remaining within the
Spanish waters of Algeciras, could give her chase as· soon as she
should venture to come out. It is a well-known rule of inter
national law that, when two hostile vessels meet in the waters of
a neutral power, the first to leave the port is to be granted a start
of twenty-four hours. The recognition of the Confederates as
belligerents gave to their privateers the beRefit of this law, but
it was naturally not applicable between Algeciras and Gibraltar.
Tile rapid speed and powerful guns of the Tuscarora made her a
formidable adversary. The Sumler had no chance to escape her
except by making for the open sea, and taking such measures as
to render it unnecessary for her to stop at a neighboring port.
But in order to do this she required a larger supply of coal than
was authorized by international law, and the vigilance of the
American consul did not allow Semmes to evade the law. Finally,
in the month of April, despairing of his ability to reach the open
sea with that vessel, and expecting, moreover, to soon find another,
infinitely superior in every respect, he dismantled the Sumter.
The latter vessel remained at Gibraltar until she was sold to a
merchant, who employed her in running the blockade, and Semmes
with his officers proceeded to England, to await orders from his
government, and an opportunity to ship on one of the new vessels,
the equipment of which was no longer a secret to anyone.
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In fact, the shipyards of Birkenhead were not the only ones
at work for the Confederates. As early as the month of Febru
ary, Mr. Adams had notified Lord Russell, minister 'of foreign
affairs, that a ship called the Orno, in process of construction at
Liyerpool, under the name of a ship-owner of Palermo, was, in
fact, a war-\'essel de8tined for the usc of the Confederates. No
notice was taken of this communication; and in the early part of
April the Ordo had quietly left the Mersey with a large cargo
intended for the Southern States. She first touched at Nassau,
where she found Captain Maffit, who was to command her, a
portion of her crew, together with cannon and ammunition for
warded from England for the purpose of fitting her out as a man
of-war. But a.~ she was ahout to sail she was seized by the
English authorities. The British government, having at last
listened to the just representations of Mr. Adams, had this vessel
libelled before the courts of Nassau for violation of the foreign
enlistment act. The tribunal before which the examination took
place wa" not satisfied with the proofs submitted in the case, and
in the month of August ordered thc vessel to be relea'>ed. Scarcely
had this decree been rendered amid the plaudits of the popula
tion of Nassau, who had dreaded to see the interruption of a
traffic so lucrative to them, when the Orelo got under way, and
proceeded to the desert island of Green Key, where she wa., to meet
the vessel that had her armament on boarrl. This was the most
striking demonstration of injustice experienced by the American
government. Although the complement of his crew was not made
up, Maffit sllcc'eeded, by dint of activity, in shipping all his guns.
But the yellow fever almost immediately broke out on board; and
the terrible scourge haying spared but four or five men, the OreLa
was obliged to put into Cuba, where she met with sympathetic
protection from the Spanish authorities. Maffit was thus able to
prepare for a new campaign, and on the 30th of August he sailed
for the port of Mobile. On the 4th of September he suddenly
made his appearance in the midst of the blockading squadron,
flying the English military flag and the war pennant. Commodore
Preble, who was in command of the squadron at the time, had
orders to avoid coming in collision with vcs.'lCls belonging to
foreign powers. Deceiyed by the sight of the English flag, he
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hesitated for a moment. It was only when the Oreto was about
passing the corvette Oneida, on board of which he was, that he
discovered his mistake. With a view of repairing it, he tried to
ron his own ship across the prow of the Confederate, at the risk
of having her cut in two. But despite the broadside be fired
into the adversary at very close quarters, he did not succeed in
stopping her. Without wasting time in replying, the Orelo, pur
sued by three of the enemy's ships, riddled with balls and leaking
everywhere, succeeded at last in reaching the shelter of the friendly
guns of Fort Morgan, under the protection of which she soon re
paired her damages.

The Washington government relieved Preble from command, to
punish him for a neglect which, however, was perfectly excusable.
But his successor was not more fortunate than.he had been. At
the end of December the Orelo, now called the Florida, fully
equipped, better armed and furnished with a regular commission,
again ran the Mobile blockade, and put out to sea under the or
ders of Maffit. Her depredations belong to the year 1863, aud
will find their place further on in our recital.

In the beginning of 1862 there was noticed in the ship-yards
of Mr. Laird a redutiflll corvette, numbered 290, ordered, it was
said, by the Chinese government. This pretext could deceive no
one; and Captain Bullock, who had superintended her constnlc
tion with very particular care, did not hesitate in loudly pro
claiming the use his government intended to make of this vessel
against American commerce. Mr. Adams again notified the
English government of the fact, as he had vainly done in regard
to the Oretq. But Lord Russell, deceived by the custom-house
officers of Liverpool, who, it is said, were the accomplices of
Bnllock and Mr. Laird, thought that he had ample time before
him, and submitted the question concerning the seizure of No.
290 to the legal advisers of the Crown. It is almost useless to
[ldd that when the opinion of these advisers, asking for more
mtisfactory proofs regarding the destination of this ve.~<oel, was
lcIivered, she wa'> already far out at sea. On a fine day it was
Lnnounced that she was to be chartered for a pleasnre-party on
he l\lersey. She had come out of the dock with a large number
£ invited guests on board, a small crew, and without any of the
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appurtenanccs of war. But, not far from the entrance of tho
river, & small steamer came alongside, which brought her a full
complement of sailors, mking back to Liverpool all the amateurs
who had served to disguise her flight. The 290 gained the open
sea while the English government was tendering to Mr. Adams
the assurances of vain regrets.

A few dnys later, Semmes, who had found at Ka.."Sau an order
directing him to take command of this vessel, arrived at Liver
pool, and immediately took a special boat for the island of
Terccim (one of the Azores). Here was performed the last act
in the metamorphosis of the Chincse steamer into a privateer, or
rathpr, as we shall see presently, into a Confederate pirate. An
English brig, loaded with cannon, ammunition and arms of every
d{'SCription, was wl\iting for her there; the Portuguese authorities,
either through carelessness or from fear of involving themselves
in a quarrel with England, said nothing to Semmes, but allowed
him to a..<o;semble his three vessels in the bay of Angra. He pass
ed several days there without being molested, and effected the
transfer of the materiel at his ease; the guns were mounted and
the ammunition shipped. The British consul himself came on
board the 290, and found no fault with these military preparation5"
which were only hastened by the fear of seeing one of the enemy's
cruisers make her appearance. Finally, after having thus armed.
his vessel in the neutral waters of Portugal, Semmes moved off to
the distance of a marine league, which marks the limit of terri
torial sovereignty-a silly precaution, after this sovereignty had
been flagrantly violated. Nothing remained to be done, in faet,
but to perform a useless ceremony; the crew was us."Cmbled on
deck, and Semmcs, appearing in uniform, read aloud the com
mission appointing him. to the command of the Alabama; such
was now the name of this vessel. He was greeted with three
hurrahs, in the midst of which the Confederate flag was run up
in place of the English colors. The sailors, who had been en
gaged at Liycrpool, belonged to various nationalities, but most of
them were English subjects, and among them could even be
counted sailors of the royal reserve who had been taught gunnery
on board the praetice-ship ; the latter were valuable auxiliaries in
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the campaign which Semmes had undertaken. Out of ninety
sailors there were only ten who refused to follow him, and they
were finally reconciled j all the othel'S, allured by promises of
high pay and the prospect of an adventurous life, enlisted in the
service of the Confederate government.

This government possessed at last a real man-of-war. The
.Alabama was admirably constructed for the part she was about
to play in the war. She was a vessel of nine hundred tons,
seventy-four metres in length, ten metres in width, llnd drawing
nve metres of water j she had an engine of three hundred horse
power, with a condenser for supplying fresh 'Yater; she wa.'l, more
over, an excellent sailer, while her speed under steam averaged
ten knots an hour. Her armament consisted of six thirty-two
pounders, one of Blakeley's one-hundred-pounder pivot-guns, and
one eight-inch howitzer. The complement of her crew was one
hundred and twenty men and twenty-four officers. Owing to the
reputation she soon acquired, she was' able to make up this com
plement by means of new enlistments, at the very first ports she
put into.

Among the Confederate privateers, those that caused most dam
age to the 'commerce of the United States were the Sumter, the
Florida and the .Alabama. In giving an account of the end of
the first and the first appearance of the other two, it is proper
that we should show the differences existing between them in a
legal point of view, arising from their origin and the manner in
which they had been fitted out.

The Sumter had belonged to the Confederates since the oogiri
Ding of the war; she had run the blockade of the Mis."issippi at
her own risk and peril, carrying off her guns, her crew and her
commission. She, therefore, would have been entitled to claim
the treatment of a belligerent ill neutral ports, if it had not been
proved that in capturing American vessels she did not observe the
technical rules of international law. Instead of sending them
to a Confederate port to be adjudicated, which was somewhat dif
ficult, it must be acknowledged, she burnt them on the high seas.
Thus, from a privateer, she had become a pirate, and Semmes
pleaded in vain at! an excuse the fact that he respected Americ,an
vessels with neutral merchamlise on board. In thus acting he
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was swayed simply by the fear of giving umbrnge to English
merchants. If the right of war justified him in seizing all the
enemy's \'l'ssels, and having them adjudieated, with or without
their cargo, the nature of this cargo did not authorize him, in any
case, to constitute himself a court of adjudieation.

Upon this point the Florida and Alabama followed the ex
ample of the Sumter, besides being tainted by vicious practices
that should have closed the entrance of all neutral ports
against them from the beginning. It is true that the Oreto
or Florida did not commit any hostile act against the Federals,
before having been placed in commis.c;ion at Mobile, respecting
in this the international rule, which only recognizes as ves...-:els
of war or privateers those that started from a belligerent port.
But if she twice ran the risk of being captured by observing
this rule, on the other hand she gave serious offenee to the Brit
ish flag by falsely hoisting it and using it to disguise her nation
ality. This act of piracy should at least have excluded her from
British waters.

'Vith regard to the Alabama, her career, from the beginning,
was a perpetual "iolation of the law of nations. As soon as she
had received her armament, this vessel, constructed in England,
carrying English guns, with a crew composed almost entirely of
Englishmen, started on her cruise without being registered at a
Confederate port. Consequently, the Americans did not greatly
exaggerate the faet in calling her au English pimte, and had a
perfect right to call upon the British government to seize her as
soon as she should appear in an English port. No attention was
paid to this request. The Alabama proceeded to Nassau, where
she met with the kindest reception on the part of the authorities.
As we have above stated, belligerent steamers, by the regulations
of international law, are only allowed a certain quantity of coal,
according to the distmwe the vessel has to run to reach one of
the nearest ports; but Semmes was allowed the privilege to ship
at Nassau all the fuel he wanted, and, thanks to the supply thus
obtained, he was able to make for the open sea at once. During
the last three months of the ye'.lr 1862 he destroyed no less than
twenty-eight large merchant vessels. After setting them on fire
he preserved their chronometers as trophies, and returned to land
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their crews either at the Bermudas or at Nassau, where he wa.'!
always sure to find aid and protection. He thus spread terror
among all American ship-owners; and when the New York mer
chants sent the large three-masted George GrislDold to England,
loaded with donations for the Lancashire workmen who were
suffering from the cotton famine, a ship of war had to escort this
vessel on her charitable errand, to protect her against the Liver
pool pirate. The marine insurance soon rose 80 high that the
Americans were obliged to denationalize their merchant vessels,
and the carrying trade was almost entirely effected under the
British flag. The English, therefore, profited by the damage
done to the United States by a vessel fitted out in one of their
ports, and which it was their duty to have stopped. Conse
quently, the American~ justly drelared that if such an act did
not receive the most emphatic condemnation, they should consider
themselves justified in fitting out a whole fleet of privateers,
whenever England should happen to be at war with the least
maritime of her East Indian neighbol'8, and to prey upon her
commerce under the Afghan or Thibetan flag.

The Federal government sought in vain to purge the seas of so
dangerous an enemy as the Alabama. Obliged to employ nearly
all its na\Tal resources in the maintenance of the blockade, and in
the mixed expeditions of which mention has already been made,
it was not able to send in pursuit of the Alabama more than
three or four corvettes, whose rate of speed was inferior to hers.
It is not very easy to find a vessel on the vast ocean; for with a
large cargo of coal on board, she can keep out at sea for a long
while, get fresh supplies near some desert island where she ex
pects ro meet transporU! despatched to her from neutral territories,
and only appear at a port one day to leave it the next for parts
unknown. In fact, Semmes avoided all encounters with Federal
vessels; he never seriously interfered with the operations of the
Union naval force.'1 on the Confederate coast, and it was only in
the month of January, 1863, that he fired the first cannon-shot
against an adversary able to reply to him. During the year 1862
he was only ollce overtaken by one of the enemy's vessels, the
San Jacinto, which found him at Martinique, but he escaped from
her through the connivance of an employli of the port, who sup-
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plied him with hydrographiC'd1 chart.<;, by means of which he was
able during a dark night to evade the vigilance of the Federal
saUors.*

To bring this chapter to a close we have only to mention a
maritime disaster which, although purely accidental, must find
its place here; for we C'dDnot allow the JfoniJm to disappear from
the naval scene where. she had played the most important part,
without relating the manner of her loss. The year 1862 had
seen her launched upon the sea, witnessed her first encounter with
the Virginia, her fight at Drury's Bluff, and finally, when the year
was about to expire, during the last night of December, it saw
her go down in a storm.·

The Federal navy was already assembling all its forces for the
purpose of laying siege to Charleston. It was deci(led that the
Monitor should precede the new turreted vessels which were being
constructed on her model, and join Dupont's fleet on the coast of
South Carolina. It was hoped that she would be able to force
the passes of Fort Sumter. On the 29th of December she left
Chesapeake Bay under the direction of Captain Bankhcad,
proceeding under steam, and towed, at the same time, by an
other vessel, the Rlwde Island. As was to be expected at that
season of the year, she found in deep water, south of Cape Hat
teras, a chop sea, caused by strong southerly winds. It soon be
came evident that the Monitor was not in a condition to stand
such a trial. The jerking of the tow-cable shook her violently,
and the Rlwde Island vainly slackened her speed to relieve her.
The wavcs, breaking against the turret, shook it so as to detach
the oakum inserted between the chinks of its junction with the
deck. Moreover, this iron-plated deck, projecting considerably
beyond the hull, formed a kind of balcony, which the sea struck
underneath, and finally detached. Without any perceptible leak,
the Monitor began to fill, the water penetrating at every point.
The ordinary pumps being of no avail, it became neces..."llry on
the evening of the 30th to start the large centrifugal pump with
the aid of the steam-cngine; Lut at half-past ten o'clock, the
storm increasing, the water gained decidedly. Captain Bankhead
made a signal of distress, and two launches eame to take a por-

* Memoir8 of Adl/liml &mnlU, p. 516.
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tion of his people off. In order to avoid a fatal collision between
the two ve8llels, the tow-eable had to be cnt, and before the launches
returned for a second load the fires of the Jlonuar were extin
guished. The vessel, utterly uncontrollable, was tossed about by
the waves, and the launches were unable to approach the sub
merged hull, over which the sea was breaking as upon a rock.
Bankhead bethought himself of casting anchor. This manreuvre
succeeded in putting the bow of the ~hip to windward, thus facil
itating the work of saving the crew. There were only thirty
men left on board. The commander, crossing the deck with
them, while the waves were sweeping over its entire length,
reached the launches of the Rhode Island, but some of his com-

o panions were carried off by the sea and drowned; some, being
o afraid to leave the tnrret, also perished. Twelve men and four

officers were missing at the roll-eall, when at midnight the sailors
of the lrlonilor who had taken refuge on board the Rhode Island,
beheld the red light suspended over the turret of their gallant
little craft sink into the ;water~.

The two actors of the famous drama of Hampton Roads had
disappeared before the close of the year; the Virginia had been
set on fire by her own crew; the Jlonilor was the victim of those
who sought to convert her into a sea-going vessel.



CHAPTER II.

RECRUITING AND FINANOES.

THE object of this work does not allow us to d well at any
length upon the administrative and political legislation

which the great struggle we are narrating rendered Dl.'ces.."'8ry.
\Ve must, however, comment upon it sufficiently to enable the.
reader to understand the war itself. It is time for us to do so;
for we have avoided all allusion to the subject since the guns of
Fort Sumter controlled the action of parties.

\Ve therefore propose in this chapter to ehow the measures that
were adoptcd by the opposing governments of the :Korth and the
South, during the first two years of the war, in order to supply
their vast armies with men and maUricl, and to cause their au
thority to be respected by their respective proples--measures re
lating to enlistments, finances and the liberty of the citizens. The
next chapter will conclude this volume, with an account of the
relations existing between the belligerent., and foreign countrie'l.

The labors of the Federal legislature, even in regard to poli
tie'l, were malic entirely subservient to the civil war and its vicis
situdes. This war imposed upon it a ta."k of considerable magni
tude, for the Congreos at \Vashington had to resort to every kind
of provisional legislation in order to procure the men and money
with which the patriotism of the nation was ready to supply the
government. This military and financial legislation, therefore,
formed the principal subject of their deliberations.

We have already alluded to some of the measures adopted
during the curly period of the struggle. \Ve shall confine our
selves to a brief reeapitulation of them, with an outliue of the
labors of Congress during the years 1861 and 1862. We ha,"e
delayed presPllting this sketeh until now, so as to be able to em
brace a suffieipnt colleetion of legislative acts, and at the same
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time to show how Congress, the faithful interpreter of public
opinion, gradually imposed the most onerous taxes upon the
American people. 'Ve shall not take cognizance in this place of
any legislation having reference to the home policy of the coun
try during these two years-special laws, resolutions and procla
mations involving the question of slavery-as everything relating
to this subject will find its place at the end of the chapter in
which we propose to treat of the relations of the belligerents to
each other.

In virtue of the Constitution, the House of Repre<;entatives is
elected for two years; one-third of the Senate is renewed every
two years, each senator being, therefore, elected for six years.
Congress, composed of these two assemblies, meets in stated ses
sion the first Monday in December of each year. It adjourns
when it pleases, and may be again convened by the President in
extra session, before the legal date of mecting, if he thinks it
necessary. The 3d of March of evcry alternate year, on which
day thc powers of thc House of Rcpresentatives and one-third
of the Senate expire, ends the existence of a Congress. The new
Congress which succeeds it, although it does not meet generally
until December of the same year, immediately inherits its power,
the elections having taken place a few months before, and its
members may on the morning of the 4th of March in case of
necessity take the places just vac.ated by their predecessors.

As we have already said, the Thirty-sixth Congress, which
\,'as in session during the last two years of Mr. Buchauan's ad
ministration, had adjourned finally on the 3d of March, 1861.
The elections that had taken place in the Northern States, pre
vious to this date, had considerably increased the number of rep
resentatives and senators belonging either to the party that haa
carried Mr. Lincoln into power or to that of 'Val' Democrat:;, who,
after having opposed him at the polls, had determined to sustain
him af"rainst all those who attacked the legality of his authority.
Xeverthcless, these consolidatcd parties would have found it dif
ficult to obtain a majority in the two houses, as we shall pres
ently show by ·figures, if their ad,·ersaries had occupied the seats
whieh constitutionally belonged to them.

On the 15th of April, at the news of the fall of Fort Sumter,
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Mr. Lincoln had convened an extra session of the Thirty-sev
enth Congress, to meet on the 4th of July. When it assembled,
the representatives and senators of the majority of the insurgent
States failed to answer to their names when the roll was called
by the clerks of the two houses. Most of the newly-elcct~ rep
resentatives, as well as those senators who had previously been
appointed by these States, already played a conspicuous part in
the South; some abstained from taking part in the labors of
Congress, others, after having made their appearance on the floor,
soon retired. The States of North Car91ina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Florida and
Texas were not represented in either house of Congress, either
because elections had not taken place, in consequence of the act
of secession, or because the representatives considered themselves
released from their obligations by that act. Virginia did not send
senators to Washington, but the districts which remained faithful
to the Union elected eight representatives, the total contingent of
that State being thirteen. On the contrnry, none of the ten Ken
tucky members appeared at the Capitol, but her two senators took
their scats on the 4th of July, although one of them was Mr.
Breckenridge, who a few months later was to enter the military
service of the Southern Confederacy. Tennessee was represented
by only one of the two senators, and three representatives out of
ten, who had been elected by districts where the Unionists were in
the majority. It thus happened that the Senate, which, being
composed of two members from each of the thirty-four States,
should have numbered sixty-eight, was reduced to forty-seven, and
the Honse of Representatives, instead of two hundred and"thirty
nine, mustered only one hundred and seventy-six. Out of forty
se,"en senators thirty-one belougl'd to the Republican party, elenn
to the Democratic oppoHition, alH1 five, -although Democrats, sup
ported the government. The forc'('.8 were about similarly divided
in the other house, where Mr. Lincoln had one hundred and six
adherents, forty-two opponents, besides twenty-eight Democrnts
who voted in favor of the war ml'asures of his government. It
will thus be seen that, eVl'n with the support of tilC latter, if the
representatives of the Southern States had not abandoned the
paths of loyalty, and left their seat'! to plunge into civil war, the
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President would only have had six votes in majority in the House
of Representatives and two in the Senate; and if the Democratic
party had remained united to control him in the houses, this party
would have had the advantage of twenty-seven votes in one house
and five in the other. After the marshalling of forces, the gov
ernment majorities were increased by a measure justified by cir
cumstances. Ten of the absent senators whose connivance with
the insurrection had been proved were deprived of their seat'3 by
a two-third vote of the Senate, while those of Virginia were
replaced by two new members representing the western districts.
A similar measure was adopted in the other house against some
of its memhers.

Mr. Lincoln had not waited for the meeting of Congress to
form a new provisional army and to increase the effective force
of the regular troops and the navy, nor did he overstep the
limit of his powers when on the 15th of April he asked the gov
ernors of the several States for a contingent of seventy-five thou
sand men; but the direct call he had made on the 3d of May for
forty-two thousand three-years' volunteers, twenty-two thousand
regulars and eighteen thousand sailors was an extraordinary aet
requiring the sanction of the legislative power. It was necessary,
besides; to raise the requisite loans to cover the expenses which
the equipment of such troops would involve. In short, even
these measures proved altogether insufficient, and the Presirlent, in
his message to the Congress he had just convened, asked for a levy
of four hundred thousand troops. At its short session, which
la.'3ted from the 4th of July till the 6th of August, this new Con
gress gave evidence of the patriotic zeal by which it was animated.
On the 25th of July it authorized the President to issue a call
for five hundred thousand volunteers for three years, whieh was
more than had been nsked for; it is true that the battle of Bull
Run had been fought during the interval. On the 27th it ap
proved the measures taken by the Presirlent on the 3d of May
for the increase of the regular army, and authorized cleven new
regiments, nine of infantry, one of cavalry and one of artillery;
finally, on the 6th of August, before adjourning, it legalized all
the other <--aIls whieh the President had made for mustering vol
unteers in the land and naval forces.

VOL. 11.-42
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In order to encourage enlistments and to compensate the soldiers
who were invited to rally under the Federal flag, Congress pas..e:ed
a resolution offering each a bounty of one hundred dollars. It,
moreover, appropriated the sum of one hundred and sixty-one
million dollars for military expenses; and in order to secure the
most powerful means of action to the government, it authorized
the government during the recess of Congress to increase the
amount voted for the support and equipment of the national
troops to the enormous figure of five hundred million of dollars.
We will mention hereafter, the financial measures adopted during
the same session to meet the unexpected requirements of such an
appropriation. The 'Val' Department was reorganized, and its
personnel considerably increased.

The ordinary session of Congress was to open on the 2d of
December, 1861. During the recess the legislative acts it had
passed for the creation of volunteer armies were executed, enabling
those armies, as we have shown elsewhere, to acquire the numer
ical strength, organization and necessary n},(}jRriel for a great war.
There were but two measures relating to the formation of new
corps, initiated by the President himself before the meeting of
Congress. The object of the first, under date of September 17th,
was to assemble at Hatteras a regiment of volunteers recruited
in North Carolina. It was hoped thereby to enlist under the
Federal flag those citizens who had remained loyal to the consti
tution, notwithstanding the secession 'of their State. This first
effort did not prove very successful, the number of Carolinians
who sought refuge on the narrow downs of Hatteras being alto
gether insignificant. On the 7th of November, Mr. Lincoln like
wise authorized the raising of FedernI regiment., in Mi."SOuri.
As that State was divided between the two parties, and a large
number of militia had already entered the service of the Union,
several of these regiments were speedily formed.

In the mean while, the people of the Xorth had eagerly l"C:.'ponded
to the call made upon them; and when Congress met, the govern
ment was able to announce that it had six hundred and eighty-two
tholL'3and nine hundred and seventy-one men in its sen'ice, six
hundn.'<1 and forty thousand six hundred and thirty-seven of whom
were voluntC('rs, twenty thousand thn.>e hundred and thirty-four
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in the regular army and twenty-two thousand in the navy. In
order to avoid too great a multiplicity of regiments, and to secure
recruiting for those already in existence, the Secretary of 'Var is
sued a circular, dated December 3d, informing the governors of
States that, unles.~ a special requisition was made by the Wash
ington authorities to that effect, they were no longer authorized to
form new regiments on the responsibility of the Federal govern
ment, and that all recruits enlisted were to be embodied in regi
ments already existing. It is useless to add that these mandates
could not be applied in regard to the local militia, who were
placed under the exclusive authority of the governors, and liable
at all times to be summoned by them in case of danger.

At its extra session Congress had adopted a rule to entertain
only such pressing questions as had reference to the civil war.
Military and financial measures, together with motions relating
to slavery and the right of secession, had occupied all their time.
This was not the case at its second session, which lasted seven
months and a half, from the 2d of December, 1861, to the 17th
of July, 1862. Still, these questions continued to occupy the
foremoat rank in the deliberations of Congress.

The republican element predominated more and more in both
houses. This was in consequence of the defection of some members,
who, following the example of Breckenridge, had at la<;t thrown
off the mllFk, and the expulsion of others convicted of being in
communication with the enemy. Upon all questions involving
the maintenance of the Union the War DemocmUJ sustained the
government, which was only opposed by a few Peace Democrats.
But whenever the subject of slavery was under consideration, or
the daily conduct of the administration provoked discussion,
Democrats of both shades united in stern opposition; and this
the government had to expect.

The leaders of the Republican party, who blamed the President
for showing too much favor to those opponents who supported his
general policy, caused him, however, more embarrassment than
this opposition. The bargains which he had been obliged to make,
and the proposals he had invited during the ycar 1861, in order
to provide for the armament and equipment of the armies he was
creating of all kinds of material, were the subject of sharp debates
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in both houses. At times the public funds had been expended
without discretion; at other times the governing rules of account
ability had been violated. In these bargains and proposals some
scandalous instances of corruption could be mentioned. Con
tractors, owing to protection too easily procured, had realized
large fortunes at the expense of the nation. But it was difficult
at first to place the responsibility of such acts where it belonged,
and to diHtinguish the abuses that were inevitable under such cir
cumstances and to which it was expedient to shut one's eyes, from
those that were calculated to bring disgrace upon the administra
tion or some of its agents. Personal influence controlled the
action of Congressmen too much to admit of any impartial dis
cus."ion of these questions. This led occasionally to the adoption
of imprudent resolutions. Thus Mr. Cameron, who was Secretary
of War up to January 14th, and had then been succeeded by :Mr.
Stanton, was censured by the House of Representatives on the
30th of April for having, during the early part of his administra
tion, authorized militnry expenses outsi(le of the department, with
out requiring the usual vouchers. To this resolution Mr. Lin
coln rcplied by n messagc, in which he stated that the departments
were full of clerks who betrayed the government, that under such
circumstances irregular means could alone accomplish the desired
object, and emphatically asserted his responsibility for the acts of
his agent. The matter wa." theu dropped.

We have already had occasion to speak of the committee ap
pointed by both houses on the 9th of December, 1861, to inquire
into the conduct of the war. This committee, composed of sen
ators and representatives, comprised some of the most prominent
and radical members of the Republican party, who as.."umed this
delicate mission at the time when the inaction of McClellan and
the disaster of Ball's Bluff entirely absorbed the popular mind.
\Ve shall meet them again from time to time in the course of onr
narrative, to the latest period of the war.

The laws passed during the extra session, however, seemed to
be suffieient for the formation and support of the Federnl armies.
The call for five hundred thousand three-years volunteers had
given the United States the armies of the Potomac, of the Ohio,
of the Tennessee and of Missouri. Enlisted for a period which



RECRUITING AND FINANCES. 661

seemed very long at. that time, they had had ample time for
thorough drilling before taking the field; but the terrible battles
of the spring of 1862 had speedily thinned off their ranks. It
is true that the recruiting-office of every regiment was always
open to those who were desirous of enlisting for three years and
of joining the regiments already organized, but these Dleans were
not sufficient to maintain the army on a,war-footing. During the
month of June, after the battle of Fair Oaks, the evacuation of
Corinth and the campaign in the valley of Virginia, when the
Federal armies were decimated by sickness both before Richmond
aDd in the swampy post'! of the 'Vest, this insufficiency had to be
remedied. This remedy could only be found in a new call for
troops, and by offering greater inducements to volunt€ers than
before. The governors of eighteen States, conforming to the
popular will, united in recommending this measure to the Presi
dent; they offered him their oo-operation in Ii letter dated June
28, 1862, the day when tidings were received of the commence
ment of the great struggle sustained by the army of the Potomac
before Richmond. On the 1st of July, Mr. Lillc.oln hastened to
reply to these patriotic offers, stating that he should call upon
them for three hundred thousand men, and Congress immediately
passed a resolution legalizing this call, and enabling the government
to fill up the weakened cadres of the armies in the field. This
resolution became a law on the 17th of July. It authorized the
President on one hand to levy new regiments of volunteers, not to
exeero one hundred thousand men, for nine months only, and on
the other hand, to fill up the vacancies in the old regiments by
means of enlistments for twelve months. It was naturally hoped
that by thus shortening the term of service mcn would be stimu
lated to enlist. This law went much further; it established two
important principles, which, although a dead letter at first, fouud
application at a later period. In view of the possible invasion
of some of the free States by the Southern armies, this law au
thorized the President, whenever he should deem proper, to call
out the militia of those States, as he had a right to do in such
contingency, and to muster it into service for a period not cxceed
ing nine months; and if voluntary enlistments should not suffice,
it conferred upon him the power to complete the requisite number
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hy con"eription. The principle of compulsory service, which
General :\IeClellan had vainly asked to be enforced from the day
he was placed in command at Washington, thus appeared for
the first time among legislative enactments.

The law of the 17th of July established another principle
equally important as well as new, which, unlike the preceding
one, was dcstined to survive the circumstances which had given
riliC to it" acceptance; this was the admission of colored men into
the ranks of the army. It was impo!.'Sible to refuse the services
of volunteers because they had African blood in their veins. Bnt
the principle once admitted, there was no reason either for making
any distinction betwcen the free or enfranchised mcn of color, and
the fugitive negr~, who came to beg of the national armies the
privilege of purchasing their freedom by fighting in their ranks.
The qucstion regarding the application of this law was settled by
the executive power in a proclamation issued on the 4th of An
gUllt. Mr. Lincoln ordered a levy of three hundred thousand
militia for the service of the Union, for 0. term not to exceed
nine months. The contingent of each State was fixed by the
President; and if not furnished before the 15th of August, the
deficit was to be filled by conscription. The :r.eal of thc local
authorities, the ardor which caused volunteers to flock around the
rl'Cruiting-officcs, and the increase of bounties rendered the ap
plication of so novel a measure unnecessary for the present. The
same doeulllent announced that stringent regulations would be
published by the 'Var Department, to secure the benefit of pro
motion in thc new regiments to officers of the old regiments who
had distinguished themselves during the war, and to exclude all
those who should be deemed unworthy of wearing· the epaulette.
It was, indeed, necessary to reward those who, for the last year,
had gone through the trials of a severe campaign, and not to
sacrifi(~e their ehances of promotion to intrigues and favoritism,
which too frequently influenced the distribution of rommissions
in the crcation of new regiments. The governors of States wert>
evidently imprc,.:"ed with this idea; for a large number of officers
of inferior rank, who had signalized themselves on battle-field,..,
were appointell by them to higher po.."iitiolls in the regiments
which were in process of formation.
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Congress adjourned on the very day it voted the new mll for
three hundred thousand men. By this call the Federal armies
were supplied with men during the entire fall of 1862, which was
marked by so many sanguinary battles, and the third session of
the Thirty-seventh Congress, which opened on the lst ofDecember,
1862, found these new soldiers already trained by the eXpE'rience
they had gone through. This session belongs to a period we have
not yet touched upon; its most important work in a military point
of view, the conscription law above alluded to, was enacted in the
month of July, 1863 j consequently, we shall not speak of it until
after the great events which caused the American people to accept
such a burden.

We shall now proceed to the consideration of snother subject,
and point out, without entering into long details, the financial
measures adopted by Congress during the first two years, in order
to meet the enormous expenses of the war; the limits of this
work will not allow us to comment upon this interesting subject
at length:

At the time of the presidential election of 1860, Mr. Howell
Cobb, who subsequently became a general in the Confederate ser
vice, had been Mr. Buchanan's Secretary of the Treasury since 1857.
He had seriously compromised the credit of the United States
during his administmtion. The government of Washington,
since its foundation, had formed the practice of promptly liqui
dating the debts contracted in times of emergency. Its financial
condition in 1857, therefore, was very prosperons. The revenue
derived from custom-house duties was abundantly sufficient to de
fray all its expenses, and reduce the national debt, the amount of
which was daily diminishing. But after the expiration of one
year, 1\11'. Cobb was obliged to borrow twenty million dollars at
five per cent., and in the month of June, 1860, before the civil
war could have been foreseen, he found himself under the neces
sity of asking the sanction of Congress for a new loan, merely to
pay the interest on the first and to meet the national expenses.
Althuugh authorized to negotiate another loan for twenty-one
Jllillions on the same conditions as the first, he only succeeded in
raising a little over seven millions. This issue took place in
October. Two months later Mr. Cobb retired from the depart-
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ment, leaving its personnel disorganized, the public treasury ex
hausted and the national credit impaired, and thus bequeathed to
his successors, against whom he was about to take up arms, all the
difficulties he had been able to accumulate in their path. A seri
ous ~eandal, which brought the pers(Y/lnd of Mr. Buchanan's gov
ernment into great disrepute, occurred about this time, to increase
the anxiety of the public in reganl to the condition of the public
treasury. The contract, for military transportation in the West
had been given to the housc of Rus..-"Cll; Mr. Floyd, during his
administration as Secretary of 'Var, had the culpable weakness to
endorse drafts of this house without guarantee of any kind, or reg
ular accountability for sums not yet due, which had finally reached
the enormous figures of nearly if not quite a million dollars. The
irregularity of these drafts being well known, they could not be
negotiated; and in order to realize upon them, Russell induced a
Mr. Bailey, a relative of the Secretary of 'Var and treasurer of the
Indian funds, to become a party to a fraudulent transaction. The
funch entrusted to his keeping embraeed government bonds, the
interest on which was paid by the Indian bureau, as the guardian of
the tribes who were the owners of these bonds. Mr. Bailey suc
cessively remitted eight hundred and seventy thousand dollars'
worth of these bonds to Russell, in enhange for the drafts which
he had failed to get cashed elsewhere, and the latter hastened to
sell them. This transaction, which commenced in July, 1860, was
dis<.'Overed when the January coupons became due.* Mr. Bailey
made his csc,ape after confessing everything; the Secretary of 'Var
soon followed; and when they were both indicted before the grand
jury as peculators, they were safe on the soil of insurgent States.t

The financial enactments of the Thirty-sixth Congress, at their
last sc.-;sion, were of little importance, like all those which marked
the latter months of Mr. Buchanan's administration. They were
mere palliatives intended to cover the deficit caused by a bad ad-

* The accept:mce of the uraftll wa.q 80 well known that their propriety was
discussed in the newspapers at the time of the tranMction. When, however,
the bonds were taken from the department, the January coupons were cut oft;
80 that the disappearance of the bonds themselves might not have been discov
ered for months but that suspicions were excited by other circumstances.-ED.

t See Note G at the end of this volume.
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ministration, by the successive losses of custDm-house revenues in
the rebel States, and the commercial crisis which had grown out
of the politiml situation. On the 17th of December, Congress
ordered the issue of treasury notes to the amount of ten mil
lion of dollars, redeemable in one year, the interest on which was
not fixed, and which were to be awarded to the lowest bidders.
It was only on the 19th of January that the new Secretary,
Mr. Dix, succeeded in negotiating half of them, or five millions,
at the exorbitant rate of 10.625 per cent. interest. On the
8th of February, 1861, both houses authorized a loan for the
nominal amount of twenty-five millions at six per cent., the
shares tD be put up at auction and made redeemable within
ten years, or twenty at the utmost; a portion of them were sold
on the 27th of February, at between ninety and ninety-six eents
on the dollar. Moreover, on the 2d of March, on the eve of ad
journment, they empowered the government, after raising the
tariffs of custom-house duties, to negotiate another loan of ten
millions of similar bonds, with the privilege, if it was not all
taken up, to supply the deficiency by treasnry notes, with this
restriction, however, that they were not to be put in circulation
until the next fiscal )'car-that is to say, until after the 30th of
June, 1861. Another issue of bonds at six per cent., redeemable
in twenty years, to the amount of two million eight hundred
thousand dollars, was granted for the special expenses of the
Territories and of the Indian war of 1856, which had not yet
been liquidated.

In forming his cabinet on the 5th of March, Mr. Lincoln en
trusted the tre.u.",ury department to Mr. Salmon P. Chase, a man of
clear and vigorous intellect, whose financial acts and theories have
been warmly discnssed, but who certainly displayed great intelli
gence and determination of purpose in the midst of unheard-of
difficulties. He devoted the first few weeks of his administration
to the task of reorganizing his department, and sueceeded in re
covering the confidence of capitalists and of the public in behalf
of his government.

The passage of the new tariff law of March 2d, which went
into operation on the 1st of April, had, to a certain extent, re
lieved the crL>dit of the Federal treasury; the Secretary took
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advantage of this to negotiate the loan voted on the 8th of
February. On the 2d of April he succeeded in disposing of
three millions of the bonds at -above ninety-four, but political
events, such as the bombardment of Fort Sumter, threw difficul
ties in the way of this operation, and it was with much trouble
that he managed to dispose of five millions more, half of which
was taken by the principal banking-houses of the Eastern States.

Meanwhile, the call for volunteel'l3 and the breaking out of
hostilities were daily increasing the expenditures of the treasury
department, rendering it more and more difficult for Mr. Chase
to meet them. He could find no purchasers for the fourteen
millions of bond'! which still remained in his hands out of the
twenty-one millions voted for in June, 1860, not being author
ized to sell them below par; the loan of March 2d could not be
issued before the 1st of July, and he was not allowed by the law
of February 8th to dispose of more than nine millions. He
disposed of this last scrip on the 25th of May, for the sum of
eight million six hundred and thirty-seven thousand dolla.rs,
of which six million three hundred and ninety-six thousand dol
lars were sold, and two million two hundred and forty-one thou
sand two hundred dollars converted into treasury notes at six
per cent., convertible in their turn into scrip at the option of
the bearer. The provisions of the law of 1860 having been com
plied with by an offer of the fourteen millions scrip at par-an
award which naturally found no takers--the Secrctary, in virtue
of this same law, issued on the 30th of Mayan equal amount of
notes at six per cent. interest, which were chiefly used in satisfy
ing his creditors.

The position of the treasury department, therefore, was one of
extreme difficulty; it was still further aggravated by the compe
tition it had to encounter on the part of the several States, all
of which were obliged to resort to borrowing in order to defray
the expeuses attending the procurement of volunteers or the
equipment of militia, and many of which borrowed as mnch 8.<;

two millions at a more reasonable rate of interest than was paid
by the Federal government. Consequently, at the end of June,
although Congress was about to assemble, Mr. Chase found him
self confronted by a debt of five millions, which he could not
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allow to remain neglected. The notes at six per cent., which he
was not authorized to sell except at par, having suffered a depre
ciation of two and a half per cent., he could not dispose of them.
He appealed to the bankers of the large cities of the Union, and
obtained from them the loan of. this amount fur two months by
giving them as collaterals an equivalent quantity of the bonds,
which he was unable to place on the market.

'Vhen Congress met, on the 4th of July, at the call of the
President, there was as great a neces.'lity, as will be seen, for ask
ing the American people to furnish money as to furnish men.
All that portion of the nation that had remained loyal to the
Federal flag understood at last the magnitude of the sacrifices
that were required of them. The two houses of Congress showed
themselves to be the faithful interpreters of their wishes, byau
thorizing the President to raise five hundred thousand volunteers,
and to expend five hundred millions of dollars for their support;
but it was necessary to give him the means for collecting at least
a portion of this enormous sum into the coffers of the State.
The sources of revenue, whatever might be the taxes imposed,
were altogether inadequate, and could evidently barely suffice to
sustain the national credit without contributing to the new wants.
It was, therefore, indispensable to resort either to borrowing or to
the issue of paper money. During the war the Federal govern
ment was to make ample use of these two expedients, but for the
first two years it used a great deal of caution; it is only from the
year 1863 that we see this government, acting under the pressure
of absolute necessity, pursuing a course which would have led a
nation less rich and industrious thau the United States into bank
ruptcy.

The Secretary, presenting himself before the new Congress, sub
mitt~,d to that body an estimate of the expenses for the year which
had just commenced, amounting to three hundred and eighteen
million dollars; he calculated to mcet these requirements with the
eighty millions he expect{~d to raise by means of the former taxes,
or those to be imposed, and by borrowing the sum of tw'O hundred
and forty millions. Congress, which was then discussing the reso
lution calling for five hundred thousand volunteers, raised this
amount to two hundred and fifty millions by two enactments of



668 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

July 17th and August 5th, 1861. It authorized the Secretary to
negotiate a loan, in part or in full, under either of the following
forms: 1st, the sale at par of scrip bearing seven per cent. inter
est, redeemable at par after twenty years; 2<1, the issue of trea
sury notes at 7.30 per cent. inter~t, redeemable after three .rears,
with the privilege of exchange by the purchaser for government
bonds bearing six per cent. interest; 3d, the issue of analogous
notes at 3.65 per cent., redeemable after one year and convertible
into three year notes at 7.30 per cent.; 4th, the sale of bonds bear
ing six per cent. to the amount of one hundred millions at 89.32
per cent., payable in Europe and redeemable at par after twenty
years; 5th, the issue of notes, payable at sight, to the amount
of fifty millions. Finally, the notes at six per cent., which, as
we have stated, had been put in circulation, were legalized by
the authorization given to the Secretary to raise the amount to
twenty millions, besides the loan recently voted. Mr. Chase,
being unable to find purchasers for the bonds at se\'en per cent.,
was obliged to resort to the treasury notes bearing 7.30 pE'r
cent. interest. As he could not rely upon the public to furnish
him directly the amount represented by these not('.8, he again
applied to the banks of Xew York, Boston and Philadelphia to
aid him in this difficult operation. They subscribed for a slim
of two hundred and fifty millions; the first third of these notes
was to be delivered to them on the 19th of August, and the last
on the 1st of December, on the condition that the government
should not compete with them in re-selling this paper to the
public. The difference between the date of the interest-bearing
note and that of actual payment of the money into the hands
of the &>crei.'lry, would secure them a certain profit. The notes
payable at sight were easily convertible into coin. By these
measures the Secretary could count upon being able to realize
nearly two hundred millions to defray current expenses until
the next meeting of COllgres.~.

In authorizing the is.'iue of the fifty millions of notes which
bore no interest, the law of July 17th made them redeemable at
8i~ht; but this last clause was soon to be replaced by the legal
tender act, as the inevitable consequencc of the crisis through
which thc United States was passing. Peculiar circumstances had
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favored this first issue, rendering it as advantageous to commerce
as to the treasury. In fact, since the suppression of the Federal
banks, which had formerly been sacrificed to the jealous animosity
with which the Democratic party had pursued everything calcu
lated to strengthen the central power, no restraint had been placed
upon the issue of private bank-bills. In default of a national fidu
ciary currency, the country had been flooded by the paper of all
the banks and associated institutions, which were constantly put
ting unlimited quantities of bank-bills in circulation, the real
value of which depended entirely upon the degree of confidence
inspired by those whose signatures they bore. At the beginning·
of the war the nominal value of all this paper, both North and
South, amounted to over two hundred millions. The evil was all
the greater, because the Americans, in availing themselves, with
out stint, of this powerful and delicate measure, made use of bills
of very small denomination, which multiplied its effeet". So that
the promenader who entered a Broadway store to make a small
purchase, would throw a package of bank-bills of all kinds and
colors upon the counter; the merchant then would consult the
detedor, containing an account of the market value of such bills,
from the denomination of one dollar to one hundred, and calcu
late the discount on this paper from zero to par before taking it.
The issue of treasury notes, which have borne the name of green
backs since their first issue, in consequence of their color, put out
of circulation the most depreciated portion of the paper bearing
the signatures of private individuals, and thus rendered a real
service to the public.

Before adjourning Congress had to provide the necessary
means, not only for paying the interest on the enormous debt
whieh it had authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to con
tract, but also for meeting a portion of the current expenses and for
offering an earnest guarantee to capitalists, who were soon to be
called upon to make new advauees to the Federal treasury. The
day when the new loan should be entirely taken the Secretary would
have required the sum of sixteen millions for the necessities of his
department alone. We have stated that Mr. Chase had proposed
to raise eighty millions by taxation. Thet'e propositions were
endorsed and authorized by the law of August, 1861. It was
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expected that the increase in the rate of duties on imported ar
ticles would raise the custom-house revenue from thirty-eight to
fifty-seven millions; but this expectation was sadly disappointed,
for these excessive duties, instead of increasing the custom-hou...~

revenue, reduced it to thirty-two millions.* The law of Au
gust 3d added two direct taxes. One, on real C8tate, was elivided
equally among all the States, not in proportion to their respective
wealth, but areording to the rate of representation in the lower
house of the national legislature, in conformity with the pro
visions of the Federal compact; so that, the States in rebellion

. being nominally contributors to this revenue, Il8 well as those
which had remained loyal to the Union, it followed that the
total amount of taxation, which was twenty millions, was in
reality reduced to less than fifteen millions. The second direct
tax, which was to be the means of raising eight millions, and thus
complete the amount fixed by the Secretary, levied three per rent.
upon all incomes above eight hundred dollars. These last two
measures were a serious innovation, for hitherto taxes of tbis
kind had only been levied for the benefit of the States; but they
had been contemplated by the Constitution and were justified by
necessity.

When the two houses met again on the 2d of December, 1861,
the military expenditure had already reached a figure which was
the more alarming becau8C it wa..q imp08Sible to entertain any illu
sion regarding the duration of the war, and to believe that it
would be ended in a few weeks. The budgets of the government
of the Union are made up at the close of the first half of the fismI
yror. On the 30th of June, 1860, the Federal debt only repre
sented a nominal capital of sixty-four million seven hundred and
sixty-nine thousand nine hundred and one dollars. A year later
(June 30, 1861), when the Thirty-seventh Congress was about
to assemble, this debt had only reached the figure of ninet)· mil-

* Secretary Chase says the receipL~ fell short of his expectations because of
(1) tbe diminution (against his a(hiee) in the duties on tea, coffee and sugar; (2)
the exemption from the increa.<ed duties of the vast quantity of goods already
in bond, and on whieh he had hoped to levy them when he made the estimats
of fifty-seven millions; (3) the circumstances of the country having proved
more unfavorable to foreign commerce than he had anticipated.-ED.
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lion eight hundred and sixty-seven thousand eight hundred
and twenty-eight dollars, showing, therefore, a simple increase
of twenty-six million ninety-eight thousand one hundred and
twenty-five dollars. The loans which had occasioned this in
crease, added to the regular revenue and some extra resources,
had succeeded in balancing the budget of 1860-1861, which ex
hibited eighty-four million five hundred and seventy-eight thou
sand eight hundred and thirty-four dollars of expenditures, and
eighty-six million eight hundred and thirty-five thousand and
nine hundred dollars of receipts of every description. Bl1t the
expenditures of the succeeding months had already assumed fear
ful proportions. Mr. Lincoln, in his message of December 3d,
ioformed Congress that these expenditures for the first quarter
amounted to ninety-eight million two hundred and thirty-nine
thousand seven hundred and thirty-three dollars. The provisions
made for repaying the temporary loans, and the redemption of a
portion of the treasury bonds, raised the amount of expenditures
for the fiscal year to five hundred and forty-three million four
hundred and six thousand four hundred and twenty-two dollars.
Such an increase, by causing a stringency in the market, rendered
the disposal of the bonds already issued more and more difficult,
and compromised in advancc the suecess of future loans. In fact,
the public had only purchased to the amount of oue hundred and
ninety millions of the loans issued in virtue of the law of July
17th, which the banks had undertaken to dispose of. 'Vhen, in
the month of November, those houses which had already sub
scribed for one hundred and fifty millions of the interest-bearing
notes were called upon to take up the last third: it was found that
they had greatly depreciated; by receiving them at par, they would
therefore have sustained a considerable loss. They accepted in
stead an equal amount of the bonds, bearing six per cent. interest,
at the rate of 89.32, fixed by law, although this rate was higher
than the market price. Their third payment was reduced by this
act from fifty million to forty-five million seven hundred and
ninety-five thousand four' hundred and seventy-eight dollars.
The sums realized by the application of the law of July 17 and
August 5, 1861, resolved themselves as follows:
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Taken by the banks, Dotea bearing 7.30 per cent. interes1:.......•....•.. 'lOO,OOO,OOO
"" bonds bearing 6 per cent. interest.................. 45,79.,),478

Debts liquidated with treasury notes........................................... 14,019'(134
Borrowed at par upon noles lit sixty days, renewP.d........................ 12,877,750
Notes at sight (fifty millions authorized) issued............................ 24,550,3'25

$197,242,587

There remained to be realized out of all the loans already
noted about ninety-one millions; if this difficult operation suc
ceeded, the sum thereby obtained would only suffice to meet
current expenses for seven or eight weeks. It was, therefore,
indispensable to resort once more to borrowing and the is..-me of
paper money. This time, however, it was found impossible to
do this with that moderation which had marked the financial
measures of the previous session. A large loan could not fail to
bear heavily upon the market; and in order to find subscribers,
it was necessary at least to ensure the payment of intNcst by real
and tangible guarantees. The extramgant issue of treasury
Dotes was equally, if not more, expensive in a national point of
view, because, as they did not })('ar interest, their inevitable de
preciation would involve a proportionate decrease of all the re\-e
DUes of the State, and, moreover, it would have been equivalent
to a tax affecting all transactions with foreign countries. Certain
favorable cireumstances, indeed, seemed to conspire to avert a
monetary crisis. The iucrea,':.;e in the tariff of custom-house
duties having suddenly stopped importations, as the receipts of
that branch of the revenue showed, the balance of trade had
been regulated by the imporUttion of specie to the amount of
forty million eight hundred and forty-eight thousand one hun
dred and eighty dollars; moreover, the mines this year, having
furnished nothing for exportation, had thrown thirty-four millioll
three hundred and seventy-nine thousand five hundred and forty
seven dollars into circulation, and the coin which was already afloat
on the 1st of January, 1861, rppre,"entcd a sum of fifty-two mil
lion two hundred and eighty-two thousand four hundred aud
twenty-onc dollars, the total amount of specie on the 31st of De
cember figuring up to one hUlltlred a~d twenty-sc\'en million five
hundred and tell thousand one hundred and forty-eight dollars; *

* Secretary Chase says there Wl\S no way of ascertaining with ccrtainty
the amount of specie ill circulation, but gives the e><timale of the director
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at the same date the bills of banking-houses and of private insti
tutions were equivalent to one hunclred and forty millions, while
those of the Federal treasury only represented thirty millions.
But the anticipation of an increase of paper money was sufficient
to disturb the market, and to bring about the crisis, 'which was
hastened by the consummation of the agreement entered into be
tween the government and the banks. The latter, in fact, having
had to pour into the treasury the equivalent of the one hundred
and forty-six millions of bonds and scrip subscribed to by them
within the spaL'C of three months, found themselves short of coin,
and on the 31st of December, 1861, suspended specie payments.
In consequence of this, there was such a demand for the redemp
tion of the Federal notes, that in spite of the law, the treasury
department was obliged to close its doors against those holding
them. The latter then took them to the banks, offering them as
collaterals for speeie they desired to borrow; but the deposits in
creased so rapidly, and the banks had already such an excess of
government paper on hand, that on the 8th of February they
refused to continue this kind of loan. This was another blow
struck at the government notes. In order to counteract the effect
of this blow and to facilitate the circulation of its own paper, the
government became itself a lender, receiving its own notes as eol
laterals, and exchanging them for certificate; of deposit, payable
ten days after date, with four per cent. interest if the depositor
was a private individual, and five per cent. if a banking-house.
So that the creditors, being paid in trea.'lury notes, took them to
the banks, which exchanged them for certificates, returniug the
same notes to the treasury, where they underwent again the same
process. These measures, however, were mere palliatives. The
chambers of commerce strenuously demanded the full value of the
greenbacks; Congre.'"s had just empowered the government to
i8Sue ten millions more of these treasury notes, to provide for its
most immediate wants, which increased the amount in circulation
to sixty millions. It was under these circumstances that Congress
examined the financial projects prepared by Mr. Chase. The dis
cussion in both hou"es was long and stormy; at last the act of
of the Mint-between two hundred nnd 6eventy.five and three hundred mil·
lions.-ED.

VOL. II.-43

•
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J!"ebruary 25th, called the Currency bill, authorized. at the same
tiRJe the new loan and a further issue of tre3."ury notes.

The amount of the latter was fixed at ninety millions, which,
being added to the sixty millions already in circulation, made the
sum total of Federal paper one hundred and fifty millions. The
law made this paper a legal tender, receivable at par in payment
of all debts, whether due to private individuals or to the State.
The law, however, made one distinction between the two i88ues.
The sixty millions issued before the 25th of February, the legal
value of which was again guaranteed by the supplementary law
of March 17th, were alone receivable at gold value in pay
ment of the interest on the debt by the State, and of custODl
house duties to the State j hence the name of gold notes given to
this kind of paper, whilst the notes issued on the 25th of J!~eb

ruary were denominated legal tenners. The price of every article
of merchandise went up immediately j yet the premium on gold,
which is the most infallible indicator of these variations, only rose,
under this first pressure of one hundred aud fifty millions, to three
or four per cent. The condition of tilt: bank:; Wll8 grmtly amelio
rated by this measure, which enabled them to extend their circu
lation and to prepare to sustain the government once more.

The loan fixed at five hundred millions was issued in bonds
bearing six per cent. interest, redeemable at par at the end of five
ycars or at the end of twenty, at the option of the gO\"l~rnment,

which took the name of fivr-twenties. They were sold below par,
and to the highest bidder j but 3." it required time to place them,
Congress authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to negotiate a
temporary loan of twenty-fi ve millions; this loan was in the form
of certificates of deposit having at le3."t thirty days to run before
falling due, and payable at ten days' notice. Their rates of in
terest varied considerably; it may be said, however, in a geneml
way, that the United States at that period borrowed at the rote
of seven and a half per cent. The pressing wants of the treasury
obliged Congress on the 17th of March, 1862, to double the amount
of this temporal)" loan, and to quadruple it on the 11th of July.
This expedient not having, however, proved sufficient, the hou."'ffi,
March 1st, authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to satis(," the
('redit~)rs of the government by means of certificates of illdebud-

•
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ne88, payable at the end of one year and bearing six per cent. in
terest. The.,c certificatCR were convertible into any kind of loan
known to the government up to the 3d of March, 1863; the de
mands thlls liquidated necessitated the issue of certificates the in
terest on which was payable in gold. The amount of thesc cer
tifimtes was not limited. But all these temporary measures were
not of a character to free Mr. Chase from embarrassment; he did
not suceccd in disposing of the scrip issued on the last loan, and
at the end of May the increase of the debt, in consequence of the
currency-bill, resol "ed itself thus:

Paper money $117,000,o00
Certificates of depoAit............................... 51,000,000
Certificates of indebtedness.................................... 47,000.000
Five-twenties, pllll:ed............................................. 5,000,000

_. --" - -- --._-

$220,000,000

Theref01."C, out of two hundred and twenty millions, only five be
longed to the consolidated debt.

'Ve have seen that, during the last days of the session, Congress
had voted a new levy of troops; in order to provide for their
immediate support, it passed a law, July 11, 1862, authorizing a
new issue of greenhacks to the amount of one hundred and fifty
millions, naturally at the depreciated value. The premium on
gold, whieh, after having been reduced to 1.30 per cent. in the
month of April, had abrain risen in anticipation of this measure,
continued to increase in direct ratio with the growing difficulties
of the Federal treasury. In June, 1862, this premium WllS as
high as twelve per cent.; in July, twenty and twenty-five per
cent.* The law of July 11th had authorized the issuc of trerumry
notes of small denominations, betwcen five dollars and one, to the
amount of thirty-five millions, and the law of July 17th even
allowed notes of smaller denomination than those of one dollar
to be pnt in circulation; in order to facilitate the issue of such
paper, all bank notes of this dcscription emanating from private
establishments were ordered to bc suppresscd; but the latter clause
having h('{'n denounced as unconstitutional, it was never applied.

New t.1xes had to be imposed in order to pay the interest on

* The B(Lnker.~ Almanac nameR somewhat different figures, viz.: in June,
maximum 9! per cent.; in July, maximum 201, minimum 9 per eent.-ED.
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this constantly-increasing debt. The measures adopted 011 the
28th of ~Iay for the purpose of collecting funds ill those dis
tricts whcre the two armies were contending proved altogether
insufficient. On the 6th of June, Congress inaugurated an entire
system of excise laws under the name of the internal rer:enue
act, long prepared by Mr. Chase, which secured some important
sources of revenue to the government, although at the cost of
great discomfort to those branches of industry affected by it.
These means not yet proving sufficient, the whole custom-hollse
tariff was increased by the law of July 14th, being raised to the
utmost limit., of fiscal protection.

The enormous rise in the prices of all articles manufactured in
Europe was added to the depreciation of paper currency and to
the ruin of all branches of industry, eaused by the want of man
ual labor, and from this period may be dated the real sufferings
which the war inflicted upon the population of the North. A
new and sudden reaction took place in the movements of gold,
which, as we have said, had been imported in considerable quan
tities during the year 1861. Its exports from the port of Xcw
York for the month of August amounted to one million two hun
dred and fifty thousand dollars per weck. Moreover, the custom
house dutic!', which yielded two millions per week, and the interest
011 the debt, being paid' in gold, the importers on one hund, and
the gO\'crnment on the other, entered the market as competitors,
which eaused the premium on gold in October, 1862, to rise thirty
nine per cent.*

Consequently, when Congress again met, in the month of De
cember, the financial situation, as described in the m('S...;age of the
PI'el"ident, presented a very gloomy a."'pect. The amount of ex
penditures for the fiseal year closing on the 30th of June, 1862,
had reached the sum of $474,744,778.16, and the unavoidable
redemption of certain provisional bonds and scrip earri{'d it up
to $5iO,8..H,500.25; the following fiseal year was nearly half

, through, and it wa." ~L"'y to forC!'ce that the next budget would ex
cpcd six hundred millions. The Secretary of \Var had expended
$394,368,407.36, and the Secretary of the Navy $42,674,569.69.

* The Bankers' Almallac gi\"e~ the maximum premium in this month a.- 3i
per cent.; Secretary Cha.-e say~ 37g per cent.-ED.
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The borrowing system, under all its forms, including the issue
of treasury notes bearing no interest, had during the year yielded
the sum of $529,692,460.50, while the resources which the coun
try furnished without discounting the future only amounted to
$51,935,729.76, nearly all of which, or $49,056,397.62, were the
product of the custom-houses. The following year the new t.'lr
iffs, of which we have just spoken, added about twenty millions
to this amount, while the internal revenue yielded more than
thirty-seven millions. There was something in this situation
well calculated to alarm financiers, who anxiously questioned the
future, 3Sking themselves how long the American nation would
be able to sustain the war without becoming bankrupt. At that
period the annual products of the United States were estimated
at about two thousand millions, out of which it W3S cal?ulated
that two hundred million were economized. Nearly one-half of
this two hundred million W3S invested annually in stocks, the
aggregate amount of which represented a capital of about twenty
fi"e hundred millions. The new taxes, yielding from one hundred
to one hundred and twenty millions, already affected to a great
extent the private incomes of the country, which were greatly
reduced by the stoppage of industrial pursuits and the unproduc
tive consumption by large armies. It W3S not, therefore, from
this source that the trC3Sury could expect to obtain the funus for
which it W3S calling. This capital could only become disposable
by being withdrawn from the stocks (valelLrs mobili~r('..'l) in which
it had been inveswd. But as the total amount of loans which
the government W3S authorized to negotiate already exceeded
seven hundred millions, it would have been necessary, in order
to realize the cash immediately, that one-third of the stocks
should be sold without depreciation-that is to say, that capital
ists could be found in foreign coulltries disposed to purchase them,
and thus bear indirectly the unproductive expenses which the war
entailed upon the United States. Such a result W3S all the more
impossible because a new loan seemed to be already impending;
the consolidation of debt, therefore, W3S to be long and trouble
some, and in the mcan while the creditors of the State could not
be paid, except by resorting to forced loans, disguised umler the
name of treasury certificates or irredeemable treasury note.;. In
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another volume we shall show how these difficulties inerea...~

from day to day, and what sacrifices they entailed upon the
American people, without, however, making them give up the
great stake for which they were determined to play to the end.

The most important question in internal politics, next to mili
tary and financial matters, is that of personal liberty. In the
United States, as in England, this liberty, as we have already
remarked, finds a guarantee in the habeas corpuJj-a"law in pur
Buanee of whieh every individual arrested by the agents of the
executive power must be publicly brought before a judJ:,re, who
('an either confirm his arrest or order his release. This protective
law is the true constitution of a frce people---Qf those, at least)
among whom, whatever their form of government, the most ardent
passions acknowledge the supreme authority of the law, and where
all cit.izens submit without murmuring to the institutions of the
eountry. But when these institutions are themseh-es in jeopardy,
when the laws are trampled under foot by a fraction of citizens
who resort to violence, the application of the habeas corpus be
eomes imp0S8ible. The English do not hesitate to suspend it in
snch cases, where, in France, a state of siege is proclaimed, for in
all eountries the first duty of society is to defend itself against
those who attack it.

At the outset of the war the South had accomplices through
out the North, and especially among the border States, who occu
pied positions under the Federal administration. The govern
ment required extraordinary powers to strike some of them, and
thus to check the treason which was creeping into every place.
The guarantees secured by the Constitution to all citizens rould
not bc invoked in behalf of those who were openly ronspiring
against it. The Constitution itself had, moreover, provided
against such a rontillgency by an express reservation to the effect
that" the habeas rorpus should not be sUf;pended except in cases
of invasion or rebellion."

The right to suspend, therefore, was unquestionable, but by
whom should it be exereised? 'Vas it by the President alone, or
did he require the roneurrence of Congress? The Constitution
was silent upon this point. Congress not being in session, Mr.
Lincoln resolved to act upon his own responsibility. This bold
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but salutary measnre was unanimously approved by those who
had remained loyal to the Union.

A. large number of telegraphic despatches of a most compro
mising character regarding those Southern partisans who resided
in the Xorth had lately been seized. The complicity of the latter
with the insurgents, pspeeially in Maryland, was not doubted;
but as the courts of this State were entirely controlled by seces
sionists, thE!)" could not be tried by the ordinary pro(,'CSS of law.
In such States as Kentucky or Mi!>souri, where the two antag
onistic parties faced each other with arms in hand, respect for
the guarantees of personal liberty would only have led to scan
dalous violations of justioe. The miliUj,ry autbority, charged to
protect the Constitution and to fight its enemies, was released by
the President, after consulting with his legal advisers, from all
obligations to respect the habeas corpus. On the 27th of April
an order from Mr. Lincoln, countersigned by Mr. Seward, Secre
tary of State, officially informed General Scott, commander of
the army, of tbis decision and the powers it conferred upon him
in those districl'i occupied by his troops, as well as along the
whole line of railway from Philadelphia to Washington.

The military occupation of the great city of Baltimore soon
rende'red II recourse to extreme measures neoessary. The leaders
who had temporarily drawn it into the secession movement
thought only of revenging themselves for the bold stroke by which
Butler had wrested it from them. The military power, which
alone enforced respect for the Constitution in that city, could not
fulfil its mission except by rendering it impossible for them to
conspire any longer. On the 25th of May, 1861, Mr. Merryman,
a member of the Maryland legislature, was arrested and shut up
in Fort McHenry. An application was made before a judge to
have him brought into court on habeas corpus. General Cadwal
&der, who was in command of the fort, refused to obey the sum
mol'S of the judge to bring the prisoner before 'his conrt. The
case was taken before Chief-justice Taney, of the Supreme Court
of the United States. The latter, who was entirely devoted to
the cause of the South, declared that the action of the Baltimore
judge was perfectly legal. Mr. LincOln instruck'<l his agents to
pay no attentioq to this decision.
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Oue month later, June 27th, General Banks, who was then in
command at Baltimore, caused the arrest of four officers of the
municipal police, who, although suspended by him, had persisted
in issuing orders to their agents encouraging them to resist the
authority of the government. They were taken to Fort Lafay
ette, near New York, and refused the privilege of the habeas cor
pus. These arrest." as might have been expected, formed the
subject of warm discussions throughout the country. After two
days' deliberation, the Senate refused, by 8 strong majority, to pass
a vote of censure against the government, which had been prop<J8ec1.
The House of Represent:itives took no cognizance of the matter.
These vigorous proceedings, however, bad not discouraged the
secessionists of Maryland. The legislature had been elected un
der their auspices, and they had a majority in both houses. An
extra session was convened on the 17th of September in the lit
tle town of Frederick, situated in the centre of the slaveholding
districts; it was to be inaugurated by an ordinance of secession.
The government, having been notified of this design, resolved to
frustrate it. General McClellan, acting under instructions, caused
nine members of the legislature, with its principal employes, to
be arrested on the 16th; the town of Frederick was occupied by
the military, and the meeting, which was to have consummated
the act of rebellion in that State, did not take place. The prison
ers were shut up in the forts of New York and Boston, whose
gates could no longer be opened by the mandate of the loml
courts, and before the close of the year nearly one hundred more
arrests were made.

As soon as Congress had met in December, 1861, a. vote of
cemmre against the acts of the government was discussed in both
houses; but the proposition was rejected in both by a large ma
jority.

These detentions, however, without trial could not last long.
Public opinion,' which had at first approved of the arrests as a
mattcr of necessity, would not have tolerated that. The Presi
dent took the initiative in procuring the release of the prisoocrs,
excepting those only who, ,if at large, would seriously have en
dangered the public safety. In a proclamation dated Februlu)'
14, 1862, signed by Mr. Stanton, Secretary of War, he declared
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that; inasmuch as the character of the insurrection hall changed
and the struggle was now clearly defined, and as the germs of
treason which had threatened to shake the Constitution every
where had disappeared in the loyal States, all the political pris
oners willing to take the oath of allegiance, with such exceptions
as he deemed necessary, were thereby ordered to be set free. In
order to carry out tbis measure, he appointed a commissiou com
posed of General Dix and Mr. Pierrepont to examine all the pris
oners, with power to retain or release them or send them before
the ordinary COilrts. Most of them, after taking the requisite
oath, saw the gates of their prison thrown open.

This oath was a grave innovation upon the political usages of
the American republic. Was it useful? Was it necessary? Ex
perience has taught us what little value there is in the oath which
government.~ exact from public fuuetionaries, whether elected or
otherwise. The AmeriCf\ns have never known this oath, with the
exception of military men, with whom it is a noble practice in all
countries to swear fidelity to the flag, and with the exception also
of the chief magistrate of the republic.* But the oath of alle
giance exacted from the political prisoners before they were set at
liberty was rather a release on parole, because those prisoners, in
virtue of their sympathies, belonged to a faction which was at
open war with the government and claimed to be trcated as a for
eign power. It was natural, therefore, to exact from those who
resided at the North, and whose sympathies for this hostile power
were known, a pledge not to aid or favor it. Circumstances led
the Federal government to extend the practice of exacting pledges,
from the free States, where Southern accomplices were not numer
ous, to those sections of country where the two parties faced each
other, and finally to those rebel States they had conquered. If on
one hand it was proper on the part of the government to impose
this oath upon persons who continued to reside in the territories
wrested from the rebellion, and whom it considered as belonging
to the Union, on the other hand the inhabitants of' those States
who believed themselves to be legally separated from it justly
claimed, according to their view of the matter, the treatment ae-

* The author is here slightly wrong: an oath of allegiance is exacted from
other government ollicers.-ED.
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corded to non-combatants during international wars,and rejeetro.
the oath which implied a recognition of the sovereignty of the
United States. The reSult of this system, therefore, was to divide
the population of those countries into two classes, the oath-takers
and the oath-rejecters. The first class, being exclusivel), favored
at the expense of the second, .contained not only many sincere par
tisans of the Union, but also all the wavering or dissembling cha
racters in the community, all those who desired to !'Ipeeulate on
the war, and, above all, an incalculable number of spies belonging
to every rank of soeiety.

The oath of allegiance, which was proper and easily applied
in those States that had remained loyal to the Constitution, be
came, therefore, unjust and impolitic when the practice was ex
tended to those which had been reconquered by the force of
arms.

However, whilst Messrs. Dix and Pierrepont were restoring to
most of the political prisoners their freedom, the places thus be
coming empty in the Federal forts soon received new guests,
chiefly furllished by Kentucky. Some were arrested for the same
causes as their predecessors, others were simply the victims of
their resistance to the militia conscription law. Many were de
serters, insurrectionists or their accomplices, with whom the Fed
eral authorities had thought proper to deal summarily in order to
secure the execution of the law. These imprisonments, justified
by the state of civil war, were generally of short duration; they
did not the less constitute a violation of the habeas corpus; their
legality, therefore, was frequently impugned before the courts of
justice. These tribunals, whilst recognizing the power of the
President to order such arrests, refused to ratify th08e made by
his subordinates, when they were not provided with a mandate
bearing his signature. This law was a barrier interposed against
all abuse of power on the part of inferior functionaries; but, on
the other hand, as it would have been annulling the right of the
President to compel him to sign mandates which had to be some
times executed at a distance of several hundred leagues from
Washington, it became necessary to determine to whom his power
was to be delegated, and the limits within which this power \Il'ml

to be exercised.' This is precisely what Mr. Lincoln did by an
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order published on the 8th of August, 1862. The military police
was empowered to arrest all individuals accused of holtling inter
course with the enemy, or of aiding the latter in any way what
ever, either by opposing enlistments 'or encouraging refractory
persons j at the same time, this military police was reol'ganized,
and its authority was made to extend over the whole territory of
the republic. A provost-marshal-general was stationed at \Vash
ington, and a certain number of provost-marshals, all subordinates
to the genel'lll, were placed in charge of this police ill every State.
The judge-advocate was placed at the head of it, with power to
control its action and to take cogni1.anee of all complaints to
which the exercise of its funetions might give rise. Finally, in
a proclamation issued on the 24th of September, the President
sanctioned the authority he had thus delegated, by suspending the
habeas corpus in all the camps, prisons and establishments sub
mittetl to military authority. This legislation, so contrary to
American usages, but indispensable to ensure the application of
the conscription law, was accepted without opposition.

In fact, when, on the meeting of Congress in December, 1862,
the Peace Democrats made another attack upon the governmcnt
in relation to the habeas corpus, no notice wa., taken of their de
nunciations. The vote of censure asked for by the opposition
was again refused in both houses by large majorities. They were,
moreover, about to pass a law conferring upon the President in
explicit terms the power he had thus heen exercising for nearly
two years with their consent. This law having onl.\' gone into
operation on the 1st of March, 1863, it belongs to another portion
of our history.

We shall conclude this sketch of the political legislation in the
North during the first two years of the war by reminding the
reader that the right of summary arn'st was exercised by the
President, not only against individuals, but also against news
papers, if we may so express ourselves. At the outset of Mr.
Lincoln's administration some of the journals published in the
great Northern cities openly preached rebellion j the respect usu
ally entertained for the liberty of the press, and the small amount
of influence which these papers exercised over the public mind,
secured them for some time perfect impunity. Finally, on the
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10th of August, 1861, five newspapers published in New York
were indicted by the grand jury of the circuit court of that city.
As it was almost impos.~ible to prosecute them criminally, the
government decided to refuse them transportation by mail. This
measure, which the most distinguished jurists ueclared to be per
fectly constitutional, WllS frequently applied afterward, and Con
gress, after "oting down a resolution of censure on this subject,
which was introduced on the 1st of December, 1862, sanctioned
the mea."ure implicitly in the course of 1863. The government
had no need of resorting to this measure in order to silence thnt
portion of the press which WlIS in favor of the South in the districts
subject to military authority, such as Baltimore, 'Va"hington,
St. Louis, and all that region of country which had Lccn recon
quered by the force of arms; for this authority, being inwsted
with discretionary power by the state of war, never hcsitnted to
suppress the newspapers, whose editors were frequently im
prisone<l.

'Ve sllall now devote a few pages to a brief examination of the
internal policy of the Southern Confederacy, embracing, as noon,
the military and financial laws and the measures relating to per
sonal liberty. As we have said in the first volume, the represen
tatives of the six States which had gi"en the signal of separation
had met at Montgomery in the early part of February, and had
established a provisional government, the duration of which WlL"

limited to one year. Messrs, Davis and Stephens were elreted on
the 9th of February lL" President and Vice President of this gov
ernllU!nt, and the assembly of delegates arrogated to itself full
legislath'e powers, with the title of Provisional Congress. It held
four se,;::<ions-two at Montgomery, from the 4th of February to
the 4th of March, 1861, and from the 6th to the 11th of May;
two at Richmonl), from the 20th of July to the 2d of September,
and from the 18th of November, 1861, to the 18th of February,
1862. Dming these sessions the number of Smtes represcnted
in this Congrc..;s increa."ed from six to thirteen. The first six
were Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and
South Carolina. The representatives of TeX8S were admitted to
seat" in COtlgre"s in 1861, those of Virginia and Arkansas in
May, those of Tenr.essee and North Carolina in Jnne, and finally
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those of Kentucky and Missouri in Deeember. The permanent
government formed under the new Constitution was organized in
February, 1862; Me:;srs. Davis and Stephens were invested for
six yt>ar:3 with the powers they already exercised, and their solemn
installation took place on the 22d of Febrnary, the anniversary
of 'Vashington's birth. The new Congress, composl'd of two
houses similar to those of the national legislature :1t W:L'5hington,
met for the first time at Richmond, on the very day when the
provisional assembly ceased h> exist. It held two sessions during
the year 1862, from the 18th of February to the 21st of April,
and from the 12th of August to the 13th of October.

On the 28th of February, 1861, even before Mr. Buchanan
had been succeeded in the presidency of the United States by
Mr. Lincoln, the Southern Congress passed a law providing for
the organization of the military forces of the ncw Confederacy.
The President was invested with the supreme command of all
these forces; thc conduct of the war and the custody of the com
mon defences were thml withdrawn from the local authorities and
centralized in his hands. These functionaries were ordered to
transfer to him all the arms and ammunition that had belonged
to the Fe(leral government, and he was authorized to enroll all
the volunteers whose services he should deem proper to accept
into the serviee of the Confederaey. The term of enlistment of
these volunteers was fixed at twelve months. The militia con
tinued exclusively subject to the authority of the governors of
States, but the law of March 6th gave the President power to
enroll them likewise in the national service for one year, to the
number of one hundred thousand men. The Confederacy, at
the time of the battle of Bull Run, had, therefore, abont two
hundrt,<l thousand men under arms. When it was seen that the
defeated North, far from giving up the struggle, had called for
five hundred thousand volunteers, the Southern leaders felt that,
in order to pr~rve the prestige of victory, it was necessary to
impose sacrifices of equal magnitude upon the peoplc of the
South. On the 3d of August, Congress authorized the President
to raise four humhed thousand volunteers to serve for not less
than twelve months and not more than three years, and a few
days later, August 21st, another law was passed regulating the
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formation of special volunteer corps destined for certain local
defences, such as that of the ports and coasts.

The loss of Kentucky, Missouri, half of Tennessee and New
Orleans, at the beginning of 1862, called for some powerful cffi)rt
on the part of the Confederate government to win back the smiles
of fortune. The eapture of Fort Donelson and the bloody battle
of Shiloh, together with the ravages of disease, had singularly
reduced the ranks of its armies. The four hundred battalions of
infantry of which they were then eomposed could not muster more
than one hundred and sixty or one hundred and eighty thousand
men for active service in the field.

It was ·at this critical juncture that the time of service of the
volunteers engaged in April and in May, 1861, for one year ex
pired. The discharge of these soldiers, already comparatively
trained, a small number of whom only appeared disposed to
re-enlist, would have completely broken up the Confederate armies.
The Provisional Congress, which, according to Southern histo
rians, manifested but little energy and less practical good sense,
had devised a measure which, instead of obviating- this danger,
was calculated to produce the most disastro(ls consequences. It
decided that all soldiers enlisted for one year who should sign
re-enlii'tment papers would re<:eive besides the bounty two months'·
leave of absence. This opportunity to quit a hard service and
revisit their homes was eagerly seized by a large number of vol
unteers. They left the armies en tTla88e, and in a few weeks the
regiments were all reduced to an insignificant figure. The men
who availed themselves of this law re-enlisted, in fact, not in the
regiments to whieh they belonged, but in those that were in pro
cess of formation, and as to which it was impossible to foresee
when they would take the field; so that the one hundred and
forty-eight old regiments which were to be discharged at the end
of their one year's term of service were left without the necessary
elements for re-formation. The generals complained bitterly
of this desertion. There was but one measure that could remedy
so great an evil; this was compulsory service. Mr. Davis vig
orously called for it in the message he addressed to the perma
nent Congress, which had just assembled,oll the 25th of Febru
ary,1862.
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This assembly, composed of men who did not deceive them
selves regarding the difficulties of their task, unhesitatingly
adopted a measure of a most radical chameter. On the 16th of
April it PlL'5."!ed a law, which placed at the disposal of the govcrn
ment all the able-bodied population of the Confl'{leraey, and
which was called the conscription law, in the broadest applica
tion of that term, seeing that it provided not for a dmft by lot,
but for a levy en masse. In thus forestalling their adversaries
in the use of this powerful engine, the Confederates secured a
great advantage, for they found themselves in possession of nume
rous and well-organized troops when the North, taught too late
by her reverses, was vainly mustering into her service inexpe
rienced soldiers, and there was a ,time when the superiority ac
quired at the cost of this opportune sacrifice scemed destined to
end the war in their favor.

So scvel'e a law could not fail to challenge sharp opposition.
The statt.'Smen who had imposed it upon the people of the South,
as a cruel consequence of the venture in which they had embarked
their fellow-citizeus, were exposed to the most severe attacks.
This law clashed, iI1 fact, with all the ideas of liberty and inde
pendence conceived under the equitable and peaceful government
of the United States. Mr. Brown, governor of Gcorgia, placed
himself at the head of this opposition, amI WlL"! sustained by the
legislature of his State. But the Confederate government finally
broke down all opposition j and the strugglc being prolonged, the
law of April 16th was gradually applieJ to those who by their
age or other causes had at first been exempted from its provisions.
As this law was made the basis of all the military legislation of
the ConfeJeracy, it is necessary that we shouM explain its prin
cipal clauses. It declared as soldiers all white men above the
age of eighteen and under thirty-five years residing within the
limits of the Confederacy, with certain exemptions, to be 8ubse
quently defined; their time of service was fixed at three years or
during the war, if the war should not "last so long. This measure,
comprising sixteen elas.'3CS, reached a large portion of the twelve
month volunteers, whom it was importaut to keep in the field,
and whose original term of service was thns forcibly prolonged
by two years. Most of them having already accepted the offer
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of a leave of absent"e in consideration of a re-enlistment, an inge
nious expedient was devised to render this unfortunate promi~

null and void. The bounty and leave of alA."Cnce were ensured in
principle to all the drafted volunteers; no distinction was made
between them; but as the military necessities evidently did not
admit of their being all allowed to receive this leave of absence, it
was given to none of them, but all were granted, by way of rom
pensation, a sum of money equivalent to their travelling expenses.

This law permitted the introduction of certain regulation'! and
a method, in the formation and recruiting of regiment'!, yet un
known in the North. The soldiers of a company were not al
lowt'{l to re-enlist otherwise than in that company, the transfer
from one regiment to another 9Y enrolment being a constant cause
of frauds and mistakes. The regiments composed of twelve
month volunteers, which came under the provisions of the new
law, were allowed to preserve their organization instead of dis
banding, but the officers who held their grades by election were
subject(,(J. to a new ballot. Companies or regiments which p0s

sessed their full complement, after deducting the men who had
been drafted, were treated like volunteer rorps; All the men
comprised in the forced levy who, not having yet eontracted any
engagement, had not left their places of residence, were detailed
to fill up the cadl'eJJ of standing regiment'!, so as to maintain their
normal strength. The government was authorized to send for
them either by its own agents or those of the sc\'eral States, and
to enrol them without delay into the regiments that were most
reduced. Those whom it did not deem expedient to incorporate
at once could be allowed to remain at their homes without pay
and subject to a draft. :Ko rule was laid down to govern its
choice between the drafted ruen and the latter clas>" which consti
tuted a reserve intended to supply the different d(~rot'!. They
did not, however, remain long in this category; for it was abol
ished on the 18th of July, 1863, after the great battles of Gettys
burg and Vicksburg, by a proclamation of Mr. D:l\~i,.., summon
ing them all to join the ranks of the army without exception.
The law of April 16th finally conferred upon the government the
requisite authority over the personnel of the officers, by rnuRing it
to participate largely in the control of their appointments and
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promotions. 'Vhilst stipulating that the rank of secontllieuten
ant should he made elective, and the other gradeR awarded accord
ing to seniority, it allowed the President to disregard this rule
whenever he thought proper, and to make direct appointments of
officers or non-commissioned officers to fill vacancies that might
occur, without the intervention of the soldiers or of the governors
of States.

The cases of exemption were regulated and often modified by
subsequent legislation. We give them as they were definitely set
tled at a later period, at the beginning of 1864, the law of February
of this year being the only one affording any precise information on
the subject. Exemption from militUry service was granted to
persons declared by the medical board unfit for such service, to
ministers of reli~ion, to the heads of charitahle institution!'!, to the
principal editors of nmvRpapers and to those in their employ whose
services they represented under oath to be indispensable, to State
printers, to one person in every druggist establishment, to phy
sicians over thirty years of age and with seven years' practice, to
directors and professors of colleges having more than thirty pu
pils, and to the neressary personnel of hospitals, railroads and
post-offices; U1Hl lastly, to one person on every farm employing
more than fifteen able-bodied slaves, and on which there was no
white man already exempt from military services. These farmers
had to ransom themselves hy pa)·ment of one hundred pounds of
salt meat. The law of April 16th allowed, moreover, to all
drafted mcn the privilege of providing a substitute in their places,
the latter to be him"elf an exempt, reserving to the government
the right of mu"tel'illg them into service if this substitute f.'liled
to appear from any other canse than the casualtie,; of war. This
chUL'Je was aholished by th~ law of' 1864, which must(>re(l into
the service all persons who had already procured snbstitutcs.

A few days later, April 21, 1862, the organization of a partisan
corps led to the enaetment of another law, empowering the Presi
dent to bestow ~pe(Oial commissions upon their leaders, and to
secure them the lebral character of belligerents. Finally, the
Confederate Congres,.; and the legislatures of the ditferent States
passed several laws to facilitate and encourage the levying of vol
unteer corps composed of men freed from compulsory service;

VOL. II.-·!4
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bnt the classes from which these recruitment3 could be made
were so rClltricted that the measures produced but insignificant
l'e8ults. '

The law of April 16th, applied to a population of about five
million whitCll, should, aecording to calculations based upon the
last census, have furnished seven hundred and fifty-two thousand
three hnndred and forty-two drafted men; and adtling to it the
exempts who had enlisted as volunteers, the forces of the Con
federncy ought to have numbered eight hundred thousand men.
This figure was never reached, and it is difficult to form an esti
mate of the real resources which this law placed at the dil'posal
of Mr. Davis; it is to be supposed, however, that it gave him
from four to five hundred thou.."and effective combatants. This
law had, therefore, at the most critical moment, in the spring of
1862, filled the cadreJl of the armies of the rebellion, and
enabled their generals to undertake the long and sanguinary
campaigns we have related. But these campuigns cau8ci1 gaps
in the Confedernte ranks which could not be filh..'(l exeept
by ordering a new.Ievy in the Southern States. Responding
to the wishes expressed by Mr. Davis in his mC88Uge of Au
gust 18th, Congress passed a law on the 27th of September
extending the limit of compulsory service in regard to ll",o-e by
ten years. All the whites residing in the South, from thirt,y-five
to forty-five years of age, were, in their turn, subjected to com
pulsory sen-ice, the draft being tIlUS made to comprise twent,r-six
classes; the term of their service was likewise fix('(lllt three years.
Finally, the conscription law was made to include all young men
whu had completed their seventeenth year since the 16th of April.
It wa." under the operation of these new measures, alfecting the
whole abk...bodied pupulation of the Confederacy, that the armies
were reorganized and prepared for the sanguinary campaigns of
Murfreetiborough and Vicksburg in the 'Vest, and of Frederi~ks

burg, Chanccllo1'l:'ville and Gettysburg in the East. It may be
said thut these campaigns murk the greate>t effort made by the
Confederate>; in defcnl'C of the cause which they upheld with 80

much vigor. The troo»8 enrolk>d at that period, in fact, formed
the principal nucleus of their armies until the close of the war;
the laws which were subsequently passed, extending still further
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the liability to military servicc, were measures all the let'S effica
cious because they were more !-Icvcre, and the legislation of which
we shall have to speak in the course of this history had scarcely
any other object than to strike at those per:-ons-a cluss which was
daily on the increase---who, either as refractory citizens or desert
ers, sought to evade the rigors of the law of September 27th.

It now remains for us, in continuation of our inquiry, to i'peak
of the financial memmres adopted by the Confedernte government
for the maintenance of its large armies, and to show how, with con
sic.lcrable resources at its command, although prec,arious amI insuf
ficient, it entered upon a course which soon led to a frightful
monetary crisis, the resnlt of which was the greatest bankruptey
of modern times.

At the very outset of its organization the new ConfL'<leracy, in
order to possess and demonstrate a capacity for action, had to
create its finances. The chapter of expenses threatened to be
heavy; it was necessary to provide for the support of volunteers
who had been called to assist in the common defence, and who
were passing from the service of the States to that of the central
government. The latter had indeed arrogated to itself the same
prerogative:> that the Federal power pos.--e.'lSed under the Constitu
tion of the United States, of which it pretended to be the legi timate
successor; but the custom-houses, which formed almost the only
source of revenue of the latter, could not, in conseqnenL'C of the
blockade, contribute any resonrces of importance to the Confederate
exchequer. To impose direct ta..xes upon the populations of the six
seceded States was not to be thought of, for they would probahly
not have aeceptcd the burrlen without opposition, and the feeble
ties that bound them together might have bL'Cn broken; at all
events, the prO:ipect of these new taxes would in all likelihood
have had the efft'Ct of stopping the other Southern States, which
it wa." important to bring into the league. Mr. Davis' govern
ment was, therefore, compelled to resort to public credit, and he
made the first of those appeals in that direction which he subse
quently abused to 60 gre.lt a degree.

On the 28th of February, I8GI, he was authorized by Congress
to issue bonds at eight per cent. to the amount of fifteen mil
lion dollars; these bonds were to be negotiated on the most



692 THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERlCA.

advantageous terms, in proportion as the opportunity offered, in
conformity with the system adopted in the North. They were
sold at par, but in small quantities, for on the 1st of January,
1863, the treasury had not been able to dispose of one-tenth
of them. Consequently, on the 16th of April, new financial
measnres were adopted by Congress. The conflict had com
menced; the Confederacy had received the addition of several m'w
States, and its expenses had increased. as rapidly as its n'Sources.
A -second loan was authorized for a similar sum of fifteen mil
lion dollars in the form of treasury notes, bearing seven and
thirty one-hundredths per cent. interest, redeemable at sight in
paper, with the privilege of being exchanged for bonds at eight
per cent.

The small success which had attended the first issue of bonds,
howen'r, did not justify the placing of any reliance upon this
second i!"sue as a means for defraying the immediate expen~ of
the war budget. Recourse was had to a speedier means of relief,
which, however, on that very account gradually involved the
financial aft'lirs of the Confederacy in great difficulties. It was
the same expedient resorted to by all States who have neither
real resonr<'Cs nor solid credit to cover their expenses-the manu
factnre of trea.<;ury notes bearing no interest. This time, how
ever, the amount i",<;ued was not extravagant, for it was limited
to ten million!", while the amount of circulating medium in the
Southern States was estimated at no less than eighty millions,
eonnting both speeie and private bank-notes. The provision mak
ing them a legal tender, however, disguised in the law under a
form which did not in any way change its effect" in a financial
point of view, had from the very outset a tendency to depreciate
the valne of these noles. The measure wa." indi!"pensuble, for the
precious metals were rapidly dil"Uppearing, and the Confederate
treasury had neither the necessary bullion to sustain the currency
of the paper nor the means of obtaining it. The resources upon
which the gOVl'rnment counted could not be realized until the
rai"ing of the blockade should enable it to sell its staple agricul
tural products, cotton, sugar and tobacco, in Enrope. Its notes
were made redeemable at sight two years after "a treaty of peace"
between the Confederacy and the United State<. This was a very
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uncertain date and a most precarious promise. It was, how
ever, a precaution which enabled the Confederate government to
say after it had fallen that it did not break its engagements, since,
iu fact, the period for redeeming its paper never arrived. Not
withstanding this reservation, the first issues wcnt off without dif
ficulty, for no one doubted the perfect and speedy success of the
Confederacy.

Congress, therefore, did not pause in the course it was pursu
ing. But in order to consolidate its credit, it sought, in the first
place, to turn to immediate account the vast quantities of cotton
that were stowed away in the ports and warehouses of the South;
it authorized the government to receive subscriptions under the
name of produce-loans or call-loans from planters who had stores
of cotton in their possession.· These planters engaged to pay at a
fixed date a specified snm, to be deducted from the eventual pro
duce of the sale of their cotton, receiving government bonds in
exchange. These transactions created a paper which, having a
tangible guarantee, was not so liable to depreciation. But the
blockade, becoming daily more stringent, soon interposed a fatal
obstacle in the way of this operation by rendering impossible the
sales upon which the chances of the loan depended. In conse
queD<~ of' numerous objections, the date of paymcnt was de
ferred, and finally postponed, nntil after the raising of the block
ade. This modification greatly encouraged the lenders, the large
proprietors, who were convinced that after pl'ace the government
would aid them to effect the sale of cotton upon which their sub
scription depended, and looked upon this very subscription as a
sort of guarantee for the future; and during the single year of
1862 they pledged themselves to the nominal amount of' sixty
millions, say about thirty millions in specie. But, on the other
hand, the guarantees they gave, depf'nding upon the raising of
the blockade, were found to be as precarious as that of the notes,
ann their paper speedily underwent a similar depreciation.

This source of revenue soon proved insufficient, as the war
budget was becoming heavier evcry day. A levy of volunteers,
as we have seen, had been ordered, as a response to those which
had taken place in the North after the battle of Bull Run; it
w-as likewise expedient to imitate the Federal Congress in a
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financial point of view, and provide for the support of those vol
unteers by an additional issue of treasury notes, the negotiation
of a new loan, and by taking the real sources of wealth in the
country in order to secure the means for guaranteeing the intere."i
on this loan, so as to be able to dispose of the shares. Such was
the triple object of the law propoW to Congress in the course
of July, and promulgated on the 19th of August, 1861.

This law authorized the issue of one hundred millions in trea
sury notes bearing no interest, and redeemable only after the ron
elusion of peace; they did not vary from those already in circtl
lation, except upon one point, they were redeemable at six months
after the close of the war, and not at two years-an advantage
which must have looked like cruel irony to those who after the
war found themselves in possession of this worthless paper. The
smallest denomination was of five dollars. The notes issued in
virtue of the law of April 16th were accounted part of these one
hundred millions. The paper thus created was receivable in
payment of all taxes, with the exception of the duties on the ex
portation of cotton.

The new loan, like its predecessors, was issued in the form of
go\·ernment bonds bearing eight per cent. interest, redeemable at
the end of twenty years at the latest, the government bCing priv
ileged to dispose of it as it thought proper. The law of August
19th fixed the total amount of bonds to be issued at a par value
of one hundred millions; and as thirty millions had previ
ously been voted, this loan added seveI\ty millions to the public
debt. But the clause accounting the previous issues part of
the one hundred million loan authorized by this law was soon
repealed, so as to enable the government to place new bonds in
the market to an amount covering this entire sum. In order to
facilitate the disposal of these bonds, it ,vas stipulated, on one
hand, that they should be convertible at par into new treasury
notes, and, on the other hand, that they should be received in pay
ment of debts contracted by the government. The effect of the
first of these two clauses, called the funding clause, was to with
draw from circulation a certain number of notes; it will be seen
presently that the most arbitrary measures were resorted to in
order to facilitate the operation. The second was a disguised ex-
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pedient to obtain a forced loan by making the Government con
tractors bondholders in sp}te of themselves. The object of the
third section of this law was to secure the payment of interest on
this loan, amounting to forty millions, by a final appeal to the real
wealth of the Southern States. This section imposed a tax of one
half per cent. upon' all personal and real estate-stocks, slaves,
merchandise, cattle, iipecie and bonds of every description, except
those of the Confederacy. Estates "'orth less than five hundred
dollars, and the property of colleges, schools and religious institu
tions, were alone exempted. The difficulty in determining the
correct valuation of property and in collecting this tax in a region
of country so extensive, and so little inhabited as the Southern
States, greatly diminished the payment of it. During the first
two years of the war, however, this section did not encounter the
same opposition as at a later period, when it was aggravated by new
stipulations, and it yielded a revenue which, if well administered,
might have upheld the credit of the Confederacy for a consider
able length of time; in fact, as will be seen presently, the revenue
secured by this tux was nearly seventeen millions in ten months,
or about twenty millions during the year 1862.

Thanks to these resources and the hope of speedy peace, the
finances of the South were at fi1"8t well supported. In September,
1861, the treasury notes were still at par. In his message of
November 10th, Mr. Davis, while recommending the levying of
new taxes, presented a favorable picture of the pecuniary situation
that was hardly overdrawn; at the close of the year, de_"pite
the blockade, which had stopped the importation of specie from
Europe, the premium on gold was only up to twenty per cent.,
which was about the same rate as at the North. In his fourth
mC8sage, addressed to the permanent Congress, immediately after
its installation on February 25th, 1862, the President stated that
the expenses of the Confederate treasury during that first year
only amounted to one hundred and seventy millions, which, com
pared with those of the Federals, was a sma]] affhir. But he
omitted to add that, a large portion of the costs of the war having
been defrayed by particular States, this figure did not conycy an
exact idca of the sum which the struggle had in rcality already
cost the people of the South. The total issue of government
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bonds ancl treasury notes during the said period amounted to
111,378,625 dollars.

Before closing the financial review of this year, we must men
tion a project whieh was warmly discus--..ro. in the South, and from
which some persons anticipated wonderful rcsults. The blockade
having interrupted the exportation of cotton, there remained about
three million five hundred thousand bales in the territory of the
Confederacy. Instead of confining it,;elf to receiving subscrip
tions depending upon the sale of this commodity, which were
becoming more and more uncertain, the government was to pur
chase the whole supply and use it as a guarantec to negotiate
loans in Europe. The Secretary of the Treasury very properly
rejected such a proposition, which began by obliging it to pur
chase what he could only pay for in paper, and, cOllsequently, to
increase still further the issue of tre-dSury note:>, whilst the credit
which the ownership of cotton would have secured him in Eu
rope still depended upon the raising of the blockade. The ecr
tainty that on the raising of this blockade the export duties on
cotton would fill the coffers of the treasury, should be sufficient
to secure subscriptions to his loan on the part of Euglish specu
lators the following year j and he was satisfied, two years later,
by the monopoly of the cotton trade earried ou by running the
blockade.

The second ycar of the existence of the Confederacy, which
began the 18th of February, ] 862, was ushered in under gloomy
auspiees, which ~Ir. Davis' optimism sought in vain to disguise.
The hope of speclly recognition had vanishcd, and with it all
confidence in the credit of the government. The Confederate
armies, defeatcd in the 'Vest, decimated by sickncss in the East,
threatened everywhere with being abandoned by the tweh'e-month
volunteers, could not be rcvivc<l again except at the price of great
sacrifices. It was at this period that the real depreciation of trea
sury notes cOlllmencc<l, and increased gradually and without inter
ruption from day to da)".

The laws pas....ed in 1861 having authorizc<l the executive power
to issue trea:sur)" notes to the amount of one hundrL'<1 millions,
and one hundred and thirty millions of 10l1n serip, and to receive
I::lubscriptiolls for the produce-loan, which, aceording to ~Ir. Davis,
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amounted during that year to nearly fifty millions, he had nom·
inally at his disposal the sum of two hundred and eighty mil
lions. Thus provided, he only proposed dllring the fii':"t eight
months of that year some insignificant financial measures to Con
gress, such as, on the 12th of April, the creation of' fh'e millions
of government bonds at eight per cent., which were never is.~ned,*
and five millions of small notes of the denominations of one and
two dollars, on the 17th of the same month. Some of the re
sources placed at the disposal of the Confederate treasury, how
ever, were not promptly realized, and more difficulty was expe
rienced in Richmond in consolidating the public debt e\'en than
at Washington. In order to facilitate this operation: Mr. Mem
minger, &'Cretary of thc Treasury, followed the example of Mr.
~ha.'ie, and on the 24th of December, 1861, he was authorized to
receive Confederate notes on deposit in exchange for certificates
lX'nring interest. This interest, which at the North was at the
rate of four and five per cent., was six per cent. in the South. But
despite his efforts, the Secretary only succeeded in disposing of n.
portion of the loan scrip he had been authorized to issue. On the
1st of August, 1862, the eight per cent. bonds voted for in Feb
ruary, 1861, had alone been subscribed for in full, amounting to
15,000,000 dollars; those of August only realized 22,613,3-16 dol
lars out of 100,000,000; the treasury notes at 7.30 per cent. of
April, 1861, had realized 22,799,900 dollars, and the certificates of
deposit authorized by the law of December 2-1th, 37,515,200 dol
lars, making in all 97,928,446 dollars. Consequently, notwith
standing the law which limited the issue to 105,000,000, the
treasury had put in circulation legal tender notes to the amount
of 187,977,560 dollars.

It was in the midst of these difficulties that, on the 18th of
August, Mr. Davis addressed his message to Congress stating the
nece88ity of finding new resources in the credit of the Confed
eracy. Asserting that the public, represented by thc numerous
contractors who were creditors of the government, preferred being
paid in treasury notes rather than in interest-bearing bonds, he
dismissed the project of a new loan, asking instead for authority

* $.'3,612,aOO of them were issued, according to Treasury Report of Jan. 1,
1864.-ED.
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to increase the number of treasury notes. He wa.<: seyerely cen
sured in re~mI to this matter, and Southern writers have a<'Cused
him of having thereby contributed to the dppreciation of C-onfed
crate paper. Kevertheless, as he himself obseryed, this paper
could always be uHed in the purchas(' of government bonds; amI
as the interest on these bonds was also paid in paper, they were
liable to experience precisely the same depreciation. In fact, the
value of trea.'>ury notes redeemable at par after the war, and of
government bonds whose interest wa.'> payable in palwr, was regu
lated according to the chanl'e8, more or less promising', which the
Confederacr had of triumphing, and both the bonds and llotes had
to suffer depreciation in proportion as the favorable termination of
the struggle seemed more remote.

The law of October 13, 1862, authori7.ed a new ig.<;ue of one
hnndred million treasury not~, redeemable, like the former, at
six months after the conclusion of peace, besides five millions of
the smaller denominations of one and two dollars. The nece8Sities

.of the treasury were so urgent that it Could not wait for the man-
ufacture of these notes, and was obliged to borrow nenrly ten
millions from pri\'ute banks in order to defray the most urgent
expenses.

This new issue, not being guaranteed by any pledge, soon de
tracted from the value of Confederate paper. In the month of
September the premium on gold was one hundred per cent.; in
December, 1862, it reached as high as two hundred and thirty-1h'e
per cent. At this period the Confederate government presented
an account of its reeeipts during the ten and a half months that
had elapsed sinec the 18th of February, the date of its permanent.
installation. 'Ve give below the official summary to show what
was the real condition of its finances:

Patent Fund..... $13,920*
Custom-house receipts.................... 668,566*
Miscellaneous ;......................... 2,291,812*
Repa)'mentA of diAbnrsing officern....... 3,839,263
Interest on moneys borrowed from the government......... 26,583*
C~rtificateA of depOAit (law of December, 18tH ).............. 59,i42,i96
One hundn.od million loan (law of August 19, 1861 )....... 41,398,286
Legal tender notes........... 2].';,.5:H,885

Carry forward, $.323,536,111
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Brought forward, $323,536,111
Tre81mry notes bearing 7.30 per cent. illtere.t (law of

April 16, 1861) 113,740,000
War tax.......................... 16,664,;'13*
Loan of February 28, 1861........................................ 1,~s7;,,4i6

Gold received from the Bank of Louisiana................... 2,f>:m,i99
~~~-

$457,85.5,899

The items marked by lL'lterisks alone represent the real resources
of the Confederacy, amounting, with the several receipts included,
to a total of 19,665,394 dollars-say a round sum of twenty
milliows. It will be perceived that. the custom-houses only
figure in the account for less than thrce quarters of a million,
which is a proof of the efficacy of the blockade. The fourth·
item is only the cancelling of credit" the gold provided by the
Bank of Louisiana but an extraordinary receipt. The amount
obtained by borrowing during those ten months, either in the
shape of gO\'ernment bonds or treasu,ry notes bearing interest, or
Dotes without interest, reached the enormous sum of 431,811,443
dollars. If we add to this the debts contracted by the Confed
erate provisional government prior to the 22d of February, 1862,
this sum will be found to figure at 556,105,100 dollars. This
amount includes bonds and notes of every description to the ex
teut of 410,485,030.50 dollars, after deducting those which had
been cancelled. The notes that bore no interest constituted the
real paper money, representing a sum of more than three hun
dred millions-that is to say, nearly four times the normal
circulation before the war. This fact alone suffices to explain
their depreciation.

Consequently, at the close of the year 1862 the financial crisis
was complete; it had produced its inevitable results-stock-job
bing, fraudulent transactions and illicit speculations, the respon
sibility of whi(~h people who have seen their financial prospects
ruined by their own blunders in political economy invariably try
to throw upon a few individuals. While the Confederate paper
was losing two-thirds of its value, the bank-notes of private cor
porations attained a premium of ninety per cent. over the govern
ment paper. The blockade had raised the price of all manufac
tured articles which the South could not produce, to an inordinate
degree. The loss of Kentucky, which supplied twice lL'l much
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meat as all the other slave States together, had greatly increased
the cost of living. The contract'! for supplying the armies were
awarded to government favorites, who, according to the testi
mony of Confi'derate writers, made them the object of reckless
spe<:·ulation. Their rapidly-acquired fortunes, an insult to the
prevailing distre.-;.-;, carried trouble and discouragement every
where. In short, all the mC88ures devised by Congress were
powerless against the general laws of supply and demand. The
enactment,., prohibiting all commercial intereourse with the
North, had no f'ffeet i it wus carried on even in spite of the war.
The first pretext hUll been the purchase of medicines whieh the
armies needed. This intercourse, thanks to the interested protec
tion of high functionaries, soon extended, and the notes of the
Federal government finally got into circulation, atulining a pre
mium OVl'r the Confederate paper, which in 1863 was 3S high as
four hundrerl per eent. Finally, the laws directing the destruc
tion of cotton, in danger of falling into the hands of the enemy,
were no longer executed except by the agents of the executive
power. The bales containing this precious commodity were no
longer seen blazing in every direction at the approach of the Fed
eral armies. Planters, instead of applying the torch themselves
to perform the work of destruction, carefully concealed their
cotton whrnever the fortune of war proved advcrse to the Con
federate soldiers, and hastened to sell it to the speculators who
followed jn the track of the enemy.

Before closing this sketch we will prolong our inquiry to the
first quarter of the year 1863-an epoch which marks the com
plete breaking up of the financial system of the South. In fact,
the figures presrnted in the budgets of the last two years of the
war lose all signific'unce, in conseqnencc of the utter depreciation
of the Confederate paper-a crisis far surpassing that which in
our own country is connected with the remembrance of the
assignafs.

In his nH's.~age of January 12, 1863, Mr. Davis was at last
compelled to rt'eognize the gravity of the situation. He recom
mended to Congrrss the adoption of decidrd measures in order,
on the one hand, to diminish the number of treasury notes by
obliging the public to convert .those that had been issued, Decem-
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her 1, 1861, into government bondA, and, on the other hand, to
secure the payment of these bonds by sufficient t..'1xation. As
will be seen presently, this conversion of paper money into bonds
was imposed upon the public by a regular certificnte of bank
ruptcy; but the law which caused the treasury notes that had not
been exchanged before a certain date to lose successively first one
third, and then two-thirds, of their value, belongs to the year
1864.

Before Congress would have been able to devise new taxes, it
became necessary to resort once more to loans and the issue of
treasury notes. On the 20th of February, 1863, the government
was authorized to negotiate one hundred millions in government
bonds at eight per cent. and a similar amonnt at seven per cent.
The placing of this new is.<;ue of two hundred millions of bonds
being too slow to meet the requirements of the treasury, Con
gres.., on the 23d of March voted another issue of treasury notes,
the legal amount of which we do not remember, although, in fact,
it must have heen unlimited; for eight months later, January 1,
1864, it wa., as high as $391,829,702.50, and three months later
still it was $511,182,566.50, of nominal value, this amount
actually comprising only the notes put in circulation in virtue
of the law of March 23, 1863. So that, from the date of this
law, the premium on gold was four hundred per ccnt., and in the
month of September of the same year nine hundred per cent.,
which was equivalent to absolute worthlessnes..,. On the 19th of
December, 1862, Congress voted a t..'1X called agricultul".ll, which
in reality was an income tax of the most frightful character, show
ing how great wa" already the distress of the treasury. This new
law provided that on the 1st of January, ]863, an estimate should
be made of all the productions of the soil during the year that
had just c1api'ed-grain, vegetables, sugar, tobacco, cotton, tur
pentine, colts, ealves, lambs, all direct or indirect agricultural
products, and generally the income of each person during the
same period of time, Confederate funds alone excepted. The
State appropriated to itself one-fifth of all these products and rev
enues. This tax, which seems to have been inspire!l by a recollec
tion of the tithe and the enumerations of the Bible, had scarcely
gone into operation when it was pronounced to be insufficient, and
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on the 24th of April, 1863, Congress ordered the levy of an aggre
gation of taxes under a single head, which, had the law been strictly
enforeed, would have formed the most crushing fiscal system of
whieh history makes mention. It was hoped thereby to obtain
the means to pay the interest on the debt. But thiii system,
which was the source of innumerable vexations, could not be seri
ously applied;' and if the debt was never nominally in jeopardy, it
is because the unlimited issue of paper money always made it feas
ible to pay the interest with this worthless currency.

The law of April 24th established-1st, an internal revenue tax
of eight per cent. upon all agricultural products wherever found,
excepting only the quantity required for the support of each
family; 2d, a tax of one per cent. on all bank deposits, etc.; 3d,
a licenRe tax on all banks, hotels, and nearly all kinds of trade,
from thirty to five hundred dollars; 4th, a deduction of one per
cent. on all salaries paid by the State; 5th, a graduated tax upon
incomes, the rates being five per cent. upon incomes of from five
hundred to fifteen hundred dollars, and rising proportionally, with
certain exemptions, to fifteen per cent. upon those exceeding ten
thousand dollars; 6th, a deduction of one-tenth on all dividends
paid by "tock companies; 7th, the same tax upon all profits Te.'llized
on wholesale purchases of all articles necessary to life; 8th, a sim
ilar tax, but in kind, with reservation for individual wants, on all
agricultural products, vegetables or animals. This law, therefore,
embraced tithes, licenses, taxes on the products of the soil, in
whatever hands, the deduction on salaries, taxes or emoluments,
and a pro-rata tax on incomes. Never, we believe, has a single
law combined such an oppressive system in a few clauses.

'Ve shall only mention in conclusion the small loan negotiated
in Europe by the Confederate agents, which sen,ed to fit out the
privatcers, whose operations we shall yet have frequent occasions
to relate. This loan, the interffit on which was payable in gold,
deducted either from the profit of the sales of cotton brought by
the blockade-runners, or from the capital advanced by sub8Cribers,
had in reality no other guarantee than the problematic recognition
of the Confederacy, and it" value in the market followed the mil
itary fortunes of the Southern States.

We shall not enter into the same details regarding the expenses
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of the Confederate government, which consisted almost exclusively
of the costs of the war, and may be easily roleulated according to
the total amount of receipts. But in comparing them with those
of the North we must take into account the constant variation

.of the monetary standard, which, by its continual depreciations,
swelled in approrance all the figures contained in the Confederate
budgets. 'Ve shall merely endeavor to convey an· idea of these
variations, by quoting a single estimate of the expenRes incurred
during the year 1863, about which the documentary evidence is
particularly exact.

The premium on gold during that period averaging four hun
dred per cent., the real value of the expenses incurred must be
diminished by four-fifths. We, therefore, insert below, in two·
separate columns, the nominal and real values, deducting the re
deemed notes from the budget:

Nominal
Yalue.

Expenses of the War Department $377,988,244
" II Navy Departmenl......... 38,437,661
" II Civil and Contingent.... 11,629,278
II II Custom.houses............... 56,636
" "Public Debt................... 32,212,290

$460,324,109

ApproxfmKta
lll'al '·alll~.

$75,597,6,jO
7,687,530
2,325,8.,)0

11,330
6,442,460

--_._._-

$92,064,820

To follow the same plan we have pursued above, we should close
this sketch of the internal policy and condition of the Confed
eracy with a few remarks upon the laws which struck at the per
sonal liberty of citizens. We ha\'e already seen how little this
liberty was respected from the early stages of secession, when it
seemed to interfere with the pretended unity of the secession
movement; the guarantees laid down in the new Constitution
were never of any effect against the authority of the government,
which alleged the supreme necessities of war; and if Congress
waited until 1864 to suspend the habeas corpus, which was under
it., exclusive protection, its vote only served to legalize practices
which had been adopted and followed long before. The Rich
mond government cannot certainly be blamed for having sought
to ensure the safety of its armies in the field by summary arrests.
But it did not stop here; and wherever its policy encountered
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any opposition, it broke it down by the application of mcasures
the rigor of which wa.'l in strange contrnst with the theories of
local independence which the government itself advanced in orner
to justify the insurrection. Thus, for instance, East Tennessee,
having shown her loyalty to the old Constitution hy nominating
Union representatives at all the elections, and by not furnishing
a single voluntecr for the Confederate armies, was treated by ~Ir.

Davis and the governor of the State as a rebellious and conquered
country.

The Unionists had two prominent leaders in that region. One,
Andrew Johnson, a man of the middle class, through his eloquence
had attained to senatorial dignity at 'Vashington. He had con
tinued in that position after the secession of his own State; and
when the Federal armies entered Nashville, he wa.<; appointed
military governor of Tennessee, with the rank of brigadier-gen
eral-a ncct'ssary title to qualify him for the performance of those
funetions. It is known that the death of Mr. Lincoln mlled him
to the presidential chair in 1865. The other was a Prote-tant
minister, known as Parson Brownlow. Preaching either in a
chun-h, or in the open air mounted upon the stump of a tree, and
with as fiery a zeal as Johnson displayed in disconn-ing upon pol
itics, aB passionate and intolerant as his adversarie-, endow('(l with
indefatigable energy and peculiar strength, which, it is s.'lid, he
did not hesitate to bring to the support of his logic when his ar
guments fililed to accomplish his objcct,-he had all the requi
sites for exercising a powerful iufluenee over the rough moun
taineers of the Alleghanies. He was persecnte<l, imprisoned and
dri\'en away.

East Tennes.."CC was occupied by the military, and all the YOl~th

of the country carried away"by force to fill up the ranks of the
Confederate army. Such a violent memmrc could not fail to
create a great deal of dissatisfaction. All refractory 1'('rsons w<>re
mercilessly persecuted, and those who ga\'C them sheltrr srV<'rely
punished. They were treatrd as rebels. The oath of allegiance
wa." imposed by the military authorities upon all til(' population
of that region. This oath was already a subje('t of discnssion
when the Federals exaded it in support of a Constitution whieh
had long been established and by universal consent, but this time
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it was enforced by those even who had torn the Constitution to
pieces in the name of local sovereignty. Indeed, Mr. Davis' gov
ernment was no longer afraid to contradict its own theories. It
caused all the principal inhabitants of East Tennessee suspected
of sympathizing with the North to be arrested. and conveyed to
Tuscaloosa, in Alabama, as prisoners of war. All persons taken
with arms in hand, or in whose houses arms were found concealed,
experienced the same fate. The refractory portion of the commu
nity, feeling exasperated, organized into bands at the end of 1861,
and began a counter-revolution in the hope of being able to join
the Unionists of Kentucky. Unable to fight in the usual way,
they undertook to thwart the operations of the Confederates by
destroying the bridges of the important railroad line which trav
erses that region. They were hunted down like malefactors.
The Secretary of War ordered all persons concerned in the de
struction of railways to be summarily tried and hanged; he espe
cially recommended, with a view of intimidating their comrades,
that their bodies should remain suspended near the bridges they
had burnt. These orders were most rigorously executed. They
did not succeed, however, in entirely putting down the resistance,
which was continued during the remainder of the war.

[The monetary amounts throughout the foregoing chapter have been changed
from the francs in which they were expressed in the French edition to dollars,
and the figures verified by the authorities as far as was practicable. A few
slight errors in terms and figures have been corrected without the formality of a
note. The kind assistance in this chapter of Professor R. E. Thompson, of the
University of Pennsylvania, is acknowledged with thanks.-ED.]
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CHAPTER III.

EJIANCIPATION.

I N the preceding chapter we have shown the internal measures
adopted by each of the belligerents to sustain the conflict

recruiting, both voluntary and enforced, loans, issues of treasury
notes, taxation and r('8trictions upon personal liberty; we now
propose to speak of their external polic)". We shall begin with
their intercourse with neutrals-a subject we discllssed in the first
volume down to the pmccful settlement of the Trent affair in the
early part of 1862. We shall then proceed to treat of the re
lations that the war itself established between the combatant.'!, of
the policy pursued by the Federal government toward the hostile
populations of the South, and, above all, of the progress made on
the question of slavery during the eighteen months in which the
fiercc struggle had been raging.

'Ve have 8hown in the first volume how slavery WIlS the sole
cause of the war. It will now be seen how that great woro abo
lition, at first spurned in the North, came by degrees to form a
part of her programme, and found its true formula in the famous
proclamation with which President Lincoln inaugurated the year
1863. In one word, the subject of this chapter may be summed
up thus: foreign relations; then exchanges of prisoners, reprisals
and requisitions; finally, confiscations, emancipation by indem
nity and immediate enfranchisement.

During the first year of the war the foreign powers had, on the
one hand, recognized the character of belligerents claimed by
the Confederates, and, on the other hand, the blockade of South
ern ports established by the Federals. Each of the two parties
had energetically protested against the one of these two measures
which sccmed to favor the other; but the Tre1lt affair, by placing
before both worlds the prospect of immediate war, had made
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Europe extremely cautious in her intercourse with the two antag
onistic sections of the American people. Mr. Davis's commis
sioners, on landing in England, soon perceived that if their im
prisonment had come near arming England against the United
States, their personal solicitations near European courts would
prove useless, and that their liberation was a great misfortune to
their cause. Their diplomatic character was never recognized,
and they soon occupied themselves exclusively in furnishing re
sources and material support to their government, by encouraging
blockll(le-runllers and negotiating in London, during the first
months of 1862, the loan which enabled them to fit out the pri
vate('rs of which we have spoken in a former chapter.

All the diplomatic questions discussed between the two bellig
erents and England during this year had their origin in the fit
ting out of those privateers which the British government was
accused of having favored. 'Ve have already mentioned the
trouble they caused to American commerce. 'Ve shall only
allude to their names in this place in connection with the inci
dents of whieh they were the occasion. Thc refusal of the
English authorities at Gibraltar to allow the Sumter to supply
herself with the coal she needed to resume her cruise at the end
of 1861, had decided Captain Semmes to convert that vessel into
a blockade-runner in order to find another ship for himself. This
refusal gave rise to sundry frllitlC'ss remonstrances addres.sed by
Mr. Mason to the cabinet of St.•Tames. 'Ve have related the
career of the Greto or Florida, which was the first successor of
the Sum.ler-her departure from England despite the notification
of Mr. Adams, her seizure and release at Nassau; then the first
appearance of the Alabam.a, her equipment in the ship-yard:; of
Birkenlwad, her armament at Terceira, and the vain protest of
the United States legation against these hostile acts. Although
American commerce suffered severely by this violation of inter
national law. the Americans could not make it a pretext for
declaring war against their maritime rivals, at a juncture when
thcy had so great an interest in concentrating all their forces
for the purpose of crushing the Confederatefl, but the Washing
ton cabinet dctermined at last to emphasize its protest by for
mally declaring that it would hold the English government respon·
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sible for the consequences of that privateer's escape. England
did not understand this reserve, which was dictated by prudence,
or perhaps she believed that America would never be in a condi
tion to enforce her demands, of which she then only laid down
the principle. She paid dear for this mistake; the world knows
how, at the close of the war, the government of the United States
sustained the action of its minister, by taking up the question of
damages caused by the Alabama; how the Senate rejected the
first treaty as being too favorable to England, and how, after
having paralyzed English policy for several years by threats of
war, Ame<riea imposed the alternative of arbitration upon the
British mbinet, which terminated at Geneva by an award ~o-ainst

England.
Meanwhile, the Confederate agents, encouraged by the success

they had met with in fitting out the Alabama, and finding them
Relves, through the instrumentality of the loan, in possession of
large sums of money, undertook to procure the construction of
two vessels at Messrs. Lairds' ship-yard of a still more formid
able character, being two iron-elads with revolving turrets; these
powerful machines of war werc to be completed in the year 1863,
but the English government, which until then had sinned chiefly
through negligence, stimulated by new representations on the
part of Mr. Adams, and appreciating at last the obligations im
posed upon it as a neutral, determined to prevent their equipment.
It will be seen, when our narrative shall have brought us down
t{) 1863, what means it had to employ in order to accomplish
this object.

'Ve have no occasion to spenk in this place of the intercourse
of the belligerents with other European powers, as it presents no
phase of special interest. The vessels of war ordered of M.
Armand of Bordeaux by the Confederates were not finished
until 1863, and the sympathies of the French government for
the cause of the South were rendered powerle..<;.'3 by the determi
nation of England not to recognize the Confederates as a new
power so long as their politieal existence was in question.

'Ve will, therefore, proceed without any further delay to con
sider the mutual relations of the belligerents.

Whatever may have been the calise of quarrel which had armed
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the two combatants against each other, the usages of war, since these
combatants belonged to civilized races, compelled them to be gov
erned by certain laws, fixing the treatment to be accorded to pris
oners, to the populations of the country which was the theatre of
war, and to private property. Despite their animosity, the Amer
ieans of both North 8nd South, so far as regards the manner in
which they managed many of these questions, gave examples
deserving to be pondered and imitated by European nations.

'rhis part of our inquiry will embrace exchanges, requisitions,
reprisals and the confiscation laws.

We have already stated that the Federals, in treating their first
military prisoners as enemil'S and not as culprits, had virtually
recognized the belligerent right" of their adversaries from the

. outset of the struggle. The Confederates, on their part, having
in their hands prisoners who had been surrendered by their gen
erals even before the declaration of war, were the first to inaugu
rate the system of release on parole. The regular troops whose
misfortunes in Texas we have mentioned were permitted to retum
to the North on condition of a personal pledge on the part of
every officer and soldier not to bear arms against the Confed
eratffi before having been exchanged. The battle of Bull Run
and the capitulation of Lexington, in the summer of 1861, hav
ing increased the number of Federal prisoners, the government
of 'Vashington, without formally entering into the question of
exchanges, gladly accepted de facto the principle of release on
parole. It had already endorsed the stipulations entered into in
Texas; it sanctioned the conditions imposed by Price upon the
garrison of Lexington by retaining ~Iulligan's soldiers in eamp,
where they waiterl to be exchanged. This humane system; how
ever, soon gave rise to serious abuses. As has been shown in the
first vol ume, Price had kept as prisoners of war all the offir-ers
he had found in Lexington, and had only released the soldiers
on parole, because he could neither keep them in the place nor
take them along with him. If they had refused to take the
pledge, he would have bcen obliged to let them go uncondition
ally free. The commanders of regiments, detachments or bands
on both sides soon arrogated to themselves the right of exacting
this pledge, not only from able-bodied prisoners who fell into their
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hands, but even from the wounded and the sick whom they could
not remove. Sometimes a dozen mounted men might be seen to
fall Ruddenly upon a depOt, to enter a hospital and compel hun
dreds of invalids to sign the parole. On the other hand, the cer
minty of being released as soon as captured, the thought of escap
ing from danger by surrendering to the enemy, and by llleaDS of
a simple signature of being sent to some distant camp far from
the theatre of war, enervated many soldiers whose courage would
otherwise have been stimulated by the prospect of a long and
cruel captivity. In the beginning of 1862 the capture of Fort
Donelson effected a change in the proportion of prisoners in favor
of the Xorth. The fourteen thousand men included in the capit
ulation were retained by the Federals, who, having abundant
means of transportation, desired to send them to the 'Vestern
States, where their presence might afford evidence that Grant's
victory had not been exaggerated. The government of 'Yash
ington was, moreover, anxious to avail itself of the advantage it
then posseBse<1 to regulate the conditions of exchanges in a pre
cise manner, so as to obtain the release of all the officers held
captives in the South. The Confederates did indeed have a cer
tain numher of Federals as hostages at Richmond, many of ·them
of high rank, who were held responsible for the treatment accord
e<l in the Xorth both to pirates and partisans, and sometimes even
to con-;pirators or assassins who under some plea or other claimed
to be considered as political prisoners. They refused to dispoSc'>eSS
themsel VI'S of these hostages by exchanging them for the Donelson
prisoners, and shut them up in an old tobacco warehouse, which
subsequently became notorious under the name of Libby Prison,
where these officers were most cruelly treated. These unnece;;.."'Ury
rigors were only a prelude to the atrocities which at a later period
digraced the Confcderates when the latter became exasperated by
the abolition of slavery.

The system of cxchanges and of release on parole having thus
been suspended, ~IcClellan's campaign in Virginia greatly in
crease<l the number of prisoners on both sides, and this vast nUIll
ber of unsen"iemble men bemme a source of gre-at embarnk"S
ment to the two governments. On the other hand, the eare of the
wOllnded and the various incidents of the war had rendered the
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intercourse between the commanders of the two armies under
flags of truce very frequent. In these interviews the question
of the exchange of prisoners was always made the subject of
discussion. Finally, after the great conflicts of which the bor
ders of the Chiekahominy were the theatre, the Federal govern
ment determined to discard all the scruples which had hitherto
prevented it from treating officially with the Confedemtes, and
agreed to appoint a commissioner empowered to conclude a con
vention or cartel of exchange with any representative of the ene
my's army designated .for that purpose. The Federal general
Dix and the Confederate D. H. Hill met at Haxall's Landing,
at the headquarters of the army of the Potomac, and signed the
cartel of July 22d, which was approved in Washington as well as
in Richmond.

This convention, which was prompted by the strongest feelings
of humanity, mitigated for some time the horrors of war; but it
was unfortunately of short duration, and could not withstand the
violence of passion, which was increasing as the struggle continued.
We will indicate in a few words the object aimed at by this con
vention, and the principles it embodied. A list of cquivalent
grades was first drawn up, representing the value of each grade in
the exchaugeH, from the non-commissioned officer, counting for
two privates, to the general, who was estimated as equal to forty
six. Federal or Confederate army ranks being alone recognized,
to the exclusion of the local militia, it was agreed that the ex
changes should only apply to military men, in order to avoid
mixing up political questions with this operation, and to prevent
belligerents from appropriating to themselves the money of com
batants left on the field of battle in the hands of the enemy; the
militia and civic persons could, however, be exchanged for each
other. All prisoners taken on either side were to be released on
parole within ten days after their capture, and taken to the points
specified by the eonvention for their exchange, at the expense of
the power detaining them. These prisoners, having thus been
mutually surrendered, were considered as exchanged-that is to
say, free from all obligations-excepting those who were found to
be in excess of the number possessed by the other party. Each
of the two belligerents, in surrendering a certain number of un~
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pleclged captives, was authorized to release from their promise an
equal number of its own soldiers who had been set free on parole.
It was stipulated that both parties should keep a double register
of the prisoners that each surrendered to the other, as well as of
those who were released from their parole, with the understanding
that the adversary was always to be furnished with a list of the
latter by the party thus receiving back combatants into the ranks
of its armies. This double register was a necessary safeguard to
prove the violations of parole, if any took plaee, and to establish
by exact figures which of the two parties had a surplus over the
other. They mutually pleclgecl each other to continue the system
of immediate releases on parole and regular exchanges, according
to the table of equivalent,>, whatever might be the result of the
comparison of the two registers, by dct.'\ining no soldier belonging
to the enemy beyond the time absolutely nec~"ary for his return.
It was exprcssly stipulated that the obligation imposed by the
parole "hould inhibit all manner of military sen'ice in the in
terior, no matter under what denomination, and that the prisoners
surrendered ou those conditions should not be releasecl from this
obligation, until the day when their equivalent was actually delh·
ered into the hands of the enemy, according to the forms agreed
upon. Additional articles provided that in the armies the com
manders-in-chief should alone have the right of treating dire<'tly
between themselves relative to exchanges anel the release of prison
ers on parole. Outside of their sphere, the hlsk of regulating these
questions was left to two commission~rs or special agent'>, repre
senting the two belligerents, and the delivery of the men on caeh
side was to take place exclusively at one of the following places,
the Aikin farm, on the James River, in Virginia, and the city of
Vicksburg, on the Mississippi. It was agreed upon that the ex
change should not be interruptcll, even if the interpretation of
the cartel should give rise to discussions.

The two generals who placed their names at the bottDln of the
only formal convention coneluded between the Xorth and the
South in the course of thi:; war relied, as we see, upon their mu
tual good faith to secure to e\'ery prisoner the lX'nefit of an im
mediate release, and to exchange the sufferings of a long capth'ity
for a ten days' trip, b:tlancing the amollnt of debit and credit be-
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tween ·the two parties. But at the same time, they restricted
the use of paroles, recognizing only those which had been given
in due form, and binding the victor not to release his prisoners,
until the fact of their bona fide capture had been verified by some
days' detention. They thus put an end to the ahnses we have no
ticed above. Although their work was to be abruptly brought to
a close before the end of the conflict, by the refusal of the South
to treat colorel1 soldiers as prisoners of war, it will stand as a
useful example to follow, for those who may seek to mitigate the
sufferings of future wars.

The eartel of the 22d of July had searcely been signed when
the difficulties contemplated in one of its last clauses began to
develop themselves. But these dIfficulties, arising from the treat
ment of citizens and partisans more or less regularly enrolled in
the service of the Confederacy, occurred, as we have before ob
served, prior to the conferences held between the two negotiators
at Haxall's Landing.

The use of requisitions for supplies iu kind is a necessity justi
fied by the custom of war. All armies in the field arc obliged to
resort to them in order to secure provisions and means of trans
portation, in a friendly as well as in a hostile country, and the in
habitants who are affected ha"e no right to complain when they re
ceive vouchers signed by officers regularly authorized to i~sue them
in exchange for the articles required. The proffer of these vouchers
constitutes the distinction between regular requisitions and plun
der. The American armies never exacted war contributions of
the towns they occupied; they very seldom plundered; and as
they derived nearly all their resources from their depOts sitnated
in the interior, they only resorted to requisitions with extreme
moderation. It has even been made a matter of reproach against
General McClellan that he carried to excess his protection of pri
vate property in the country occupied by his troops. During all
his rampaigns he watched with particular care over the safety of
farms, eattle and lands uncleI' culth'ation, which lay among his
camps or along the road,., followed by his soldiers; and the author
remembers even to have seen, at the very height of the battle of
Frazier's Farm, a sentinel stationed at the foot of a cherry tree
loaded with fruit, which the Federal soldiers, thirsty after a long
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march, were preparing to demolish. But in Missouri, where the
war assumed quite a different character, requisitions on both sides
were merely organized depredations. 'Vhen General Pope, who
had begun the war in that State, was smnmoned to Virginia, he
sought to introduce some of the practices he had followed among
the combati"e communities west of the Mississippi. In this,
however, he only followed the example of Geneml Milroy, who,
since he had exercised a command independent of General
McClellan in the valley of Virginia, had sought to repair his
errors, and compensate for his reverses, by resorting to every kind
of arrogancc and violence against.· the farmers of that rich coun
try. This abuse of the right of requisition having given rise to
numerous complaints, the Secretary of 'Var issued an order, dated
July 22, 1862, the very day of the signing of the cartel of ex
changes, regulating its application. This order directed that in
the nine States then considered in rebellion the military author
ities should proeecd to seize all that was necessary to supply the
wants of the war, out of private property, prohibiting at the same
time any destruetion of property not justified by tho..-:e wants. It
authorized, likewise, the employment of negroes, found upon plan
tations, for all the work required by the army or navy, by mcans
of proper compensation. It finally directed that all requisitions
for slaves or articles of any kind should be made in writing, so
as to entitle the owners of sueh property to indemnity. Xoth
ing could be more equitable, but the seizure of slaves and their
employment in labors, for which they themselves received the
wages, was looked upon hy Southerh planters as the first step
toward emaneipation, and the order of the Federal Seeretary was
made the subject of a violent protest on the part of Mr. Davis.

The treatment of citizens and partisans who were fighting ou
their own aceollnt gave ri"e to difliculties of a much more serious
dJaractcr. In a eivil war, where certain States found themselves
divided between the adherents of the two causes, it was not an
ea.'y matter to draw a distinct line separating the assassin from
the insurgeut and the latter from the belligerent, the conspimtor
from the citizen armed in defence of his own opinions, and the
latter from the regular soldier. In the Xorthcru States any man
who should haye fired upon a Federal uniform or rai"ed the
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standard of secession could only have been treated as an ordi
nary criminal. .More to the south, in Missouri and Kentucky,
he would shelter himself behind the name of partisan or militia
man. Farther yet, in Tennessee or in Virginia, he wa." a regu
larly recognized enemy. The Federals always treated those who
fell into their hands on the field of battle, having a commission
from the hOHtile government; as prisoners of war. Thus, for in
stance, after the capitulation of Donelson, General Buckner, who
had org-d.nized the secession troops in Kentucky, having been
claimed by the Union authorities of that State for the purpose of
being tried on a criminal charge; 1\11'. Lincoln set aside the demand,
and took the first opportunity t{l exchange him. The \Vash
ington government had the same consideration for the partisans
who fought openly in uniform and respected the rules of war.
But the &'l.fety of its own soldiers, and that of the inhabitants
who sought the prote(~tion of the Federal flag, did not permit
crimes commit~d against all the usages of civilized nations to go
unpunished. Lawless men in Missouri took advantage of the
state of war to indulge in act" of violence of every description.
Some of them were made to suffer capital punishment,justly due
to their excesses. The Confederate governmont protested, assum
ing to throw the shield of its protection over these wretches.
Wherever the Federal armies passed, a certain number of the
inhabitants, after professing to be peaceful citizens, would go into
ambush in the woods to a&"llSsinate stragglers, and even the
woundE-·d. Those who were thus taken with arms in hand and
without uniform were all shot. This was only justice; aIllI they
must have known to what they exposed themselves by playing
such a double g-ame. Bnt the Unionists, exasperated by these
assassinations, sometimes exceeded all bounds, seeking, as we have
too often seen in European wars, to make the inoffensive popula
tion responsible for the acts of partisans who were fouud in their
neighborhood. This odious sy;;tem was e"peeially applied by
General Von Steinwehr in Virginia, who made it a praC'tiee to seize
hostages in every ,-illage ncar which his troops had met with any
partisans, threatening to f;hoot them if the Confederates continued
that kind of warfare against him. His chief, General Pope, having
committed the grave error of sanctioning such proeeediIll:,rs, the
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Richmond government was greatly enraged, and on the 1st of
AUf:,'11st, 1862, General Lee was instrncted to inform his adver
saries that if Pope, Von Steinwehr and the officers who followed
their directions were captured, they should be detained in view
of possible reprisals. Von Steillwehr's orders were neither revoked
nor again enforced, the hostages who had been seized by the Fed
erals were promptly released, and the regular exchange of pris
oners suffered no delay.

·We have stated that private property was generally respected
by the annies of both parties. If this was the case on the part
of the military, and if tlie latter did not often abuse the preroga
tives of war in thil'l respect, it was far otherwise with the political
authoritie; of the two belligerent~. The C,ongress at 'Vashington,
as well as that of Richmond, enacted laws which seriously affected
such property. The Federal Congress pleaded, it is true, that
the first of these monstrous confiseation laws which disgraeoo its
legislation afforded the only means at that time for aiming an in
direct blow at slavery, by striking, through their human property,
the enemies of the Constitutiun, who had taken up arms to protect
and extend the servile institution. But it did wrong in not lim
iting confiscation to this odious d('S('ription of property, and in
violating, to rt'ach that institution, rights which shoulrl be con
sidered most sacred by all legislators. We propose now to say a
few words concerning thcse laws, rel:lerving to ourselves the pri,'
ilege of returning to the subject when we shall have OCC3..,ion to
speak of emancipation and the measures which prrpared the way
fol' it in a eonstitutional point of view.

The first of these laws was pa."se<.l by the Republican majority
in Congress on the 6th of Au~ust, 1861. It limited itself to the
stipulation that e\'erything employed in aiding and supporting
the rebellion in any way whatever should be considered a legiti
mate ol~ject of seizure, and be confiscated by the governnwnt of
the United States. This dause, which was sufficiently vague to
give ri:"e to dangerous interprl'tations, \Va.., evidently applicable to
slaves sul~jected by their ma,;ters to services or labors useful to

the Confederate armiei'. In the eonrse of the debate the aboli
tioni:-t.,; managed to intr(xluce an amendment which defined the
meaning of the law, dcdaring that all slaves thus emploJl'<l
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should by that fact be freed from the authority of their mas
ters, and that the latter should have no further right to reclaim
them.

The Confederate Congress decided to reply to the confiscation
projects submitted to its rival at Washington, by a law mlled the
sequestration act, and by a strange coincidence it was also passed
on the 6th of August. The provisions of this law seemed to have
no other object than to indemnify at the expense of Northern pro
prietol'8 such citizens of the Confederate States as should be made
to suffer by the measure we have just described. In reality it
also organized a system of confismtion, to be enforced by the
most despotic process. It provided that all property, personal or
rP1ll, belonging to the enemies of the Confederacy should be seized
and sold under the direction of the Confederate authorities, the
latter to use the proceeds to indemnify citizens of the South for
all the damages mused by the Federals. This term enemies com
prised all the inhabitants of the free States, the slave States that
had remained loyal to the Union being considered by the South
ern rebels as constituting part, legally, if not de facto, of the
power which they sought to establish. This law, theu, directed
the seizure and sale of all property, under whatever form, belong
ing to citizens of the hostile nation, or even to strangers simply
residing on its territory. It would be difficnlt to imagine a more
general confiscation. The law was aggravated by the means re
sorted to for the purpose of enforcing its execution. All transfer
of property from an enemy to a citizen of the Confederacy after
the 21st of May, 1861, was declared null, and the object of trans
fer confiscated. In order to find out everywhere what personal
and real estate was subject to confiscation, an extraordinary mOde
of proceeding was devised, which, despite the danger there was
in disputing any orders emanating from Richmond, gave rise to
strong opposition, and which, even in the conrts of Charleston,
was justly designated as a new inquisition. In fact, all the law
yers, the attorney!'!, the bank-directors, all the agents of corpora
tions or of mercantile houses, exchange brokers, executors or
adlllinistrators, and generally all persons supposed even by
their occupation to have knowledge of the affairs of other people,
were obliged to reveal under oath all property attached by the
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law, or the names of all persons who, having knowledge of such
property, had neglected to reveal the fact. Severe penalties were
pronounced against all false declarations. This terrible law was
rigorously applied, especially against all native citizens of South
ern States who had remained in the North and were serving the
Federal cause. On the 30th of September, 1863, the Confederate
treasury had realized by the sale of property thus confiscated the
sum of $] ,862,650. So violent a measure was well calculated to
drive the North to adopt a system of reprisals, and the law of
August 6, 1861, was soon declared to be insufficient.

It was replaced by the more severe enactments of July 17,
1862. This new law was not intended, like the previous one,
simply to exact some kind of indemnity for the costs of the war
from the abettors of the rebellion; for these costs had assumed
proportions which would have rendered such a pretext futile. It
possessed all the- features of a penal law, and began by proclaim
ing the penalty of death against those who should be guilty of
treason; but it was evident that this penalty could not be ap
plied to those who were engaged in a war, the combatants in which
were treated like ordinary prisoners of war, and the very coinci
dence between the date of this law and that on which the con
vention for the exchanges was concluded forbade such an inter
pretation. As a simple menace against the principal political
personages of the Confcdemey, or their accomplices in the North,
this clause, fortunately, remained a dead letter. It was the same
with the lesser penalties, such as imprisonment for ten years and
fines of ten thousand dollal'8, pronounced against those who had
oc>('ome associated with the rebellion. The refusal to put Mr.
Davis himself upon trial at the close of the war-a refusal which
was highly creditable to the Federal government-showed at the
same time all that is false and worthless in those exceptional
laws prompted by the pas.-;ion of the moment. The forfeiture
of politieal rights pronouneed against the same persons was, on
the contmry, perfectly legitimate, for it was natuml that those
who had taken up arms a~ainst the C()Il.~titution should be ex
cludcd from all participation in the affairs of the government;
this penalty, therefore, was applied by the Xorth after the victory;
the law whil'h decreed this penalty, however, carried its own cor-
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rective with it, by conferring upon the President unlimited power
in the matter of amnesty-a power of whieh he was to make am
ple use to secure the pacification of the South.

The setx>nd object of the law of July 17th was the confisca
tion of the property of all those who had participated in the
rebellion. It was an aggravation ~f the preceding measures,
striking at all the officers of the Southern army, all employ~ or
functionaries of the Confederacy, all those in the insurgent Stntes
who had received their appointments after thc secession of those
States, and, finally, all the inhabitants of the loyal States who had
in any way aided the enemy. This penalty was unrighteous in
principle, and the power to grant amnesty, reserved to the Presi
dent, only rendered its application the more arbitrary in this
case. }'ortunately for the honor of the United Stntes, their
Constitution contains an article prohibiting the alienation of
property from the heirs of a criminal, and in the most trying
times the Americans have never hesitated respectfully to comply
with the requirements of that Constitution. Consequently, Oll

the very day that this new confiscation law was pa.'l.'"ed, its authors,
at the suggestion of Mr. Lincoln, destroyed to a certain extent
its effects, by declaring that the confiscation was not to extend
beyond the term of life of those who had incurred its penalty.
Notwithstanding this rcservation, the law was not the less unjust,
for it was susceptible of being so interpreted as to give rise to the
most tyrannit'31 acts. This actually happened, and the law seemed
all the more harsh because it was but seldom and unequally ap
plied. Among the few examples that might be cited, there is one
which descn"cs particular condemnation; this was the permanent
confi>;cation of the Arlington estatc, near \Vashington, belonging
to the family of General Lee, who, in view of his noblc conduct
at the close of the war, deserved at least to have been allowed to
end hi" days there after the struggle, Among all the Union gen
erals who exerci"ed dictatorial authority in the reconquercd coUn
tries, Butler wa." the only one who, during his command at New
Orleans, pushed thc application of this law to the extremest lim
it.'!. He took advantage of it to organize an odiolls system,
which might be callcd speculative socialism, in that portion of
Louisiana subject to his control. A large number of planters
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JJad abandoned the Lafourche district, and the adjoining lands
situated on the right bank of the Mississippi, leaving their slaves
on their plantations. It was necessary to find work for the latter,
and to this effect to Impply the absence of the masters. This
could easily have been done without violence, and without striking
at the very principle involved in the right of property in a va..;;t,
opulent country. But General Butler was surrounded by men who
only looked upon the war as affording the means for enriching
thelllFelves. By an order of November 9, 1862, the whole dis
trict was placed under the ban of confiscation. At the same time,
JJe appointed a military commission with power to determine,
without right of appeal, the merit of all claims to which this
measure might give rise, to administer the plantations thU8
seized, to sell the land or the produce, to fix the wages of ne
groes, to purchase, to store away and to resell to the resident
proprietors what might be deemed ncce8..-~ry for their own con
sumption or for sowing purposes; the commission, in short, was
authorized to grant permission, to such planters as should give
sufficient pledges of their loyalty to the Union, to work their
own estates by giving them to hope that by such means alone
they might merit a revocation of the eonfiscation. "re have only
been able to preflCnt a brief analysis of this decree, but we have
said enough to show what was its object and the consequences
likely to follow. It suppressed all right" of property, placing it
entirely in the hands of the administration, or rather of a few
individuals without control and without honesty, and making the
State the only farmer, the only merchant, the only regulator of
the market, and sole arbiter of all tmnsactions, and purveyor to
each individual on the very land which he held from his parellts
or by his own exertions. The labor of the negrot's was well
enough regulated, or at least the confusion engendered by the war
in this kind of labor was diminished; but the consequences of a
measure so fatal in its principle were not slow in being felt.
S('andalous fortunes were realized under this administration, and
three weeks later Mr. Lincoln was obliged to recall General But
ler in order to put an end to so many abuses. The administra
tion of his successor, General Banks, was more equitable, but he
lacked either the power or the ability to repair all the evil dODe
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by his predecessor~vil the effects of whiC1h Louisiana still feels
to thitl day, after the lapse of twelve years.

We have concluded that portion of our inquiry, so far as it con
cerns the epoch under consideration, which has reference to the re
lations of the belligerents between themselves, except as to a single
point, which is, indeed, the most important of all, the enfranchise
ment of the slaves. The law of July 17th marks a new advance
in the legislation of the United Staws which was to lead to the
total abolition of slavery. Before entering upon the subject we
must point out the aggregate legislative measures adopted since
the beginning of the war in regard to the same matter. It. will
thus be seen how the Federal government, after having earnestly
endeavored to keep clear of this question, was gradually led to a
radical solution of it, and turned emancipation into a powerful
weapon against its enemies.

In the early chapters of this history we have shown the true
cause of the war, which was slavery, the concessions through
which the North vainly tried to prevent a rupture of the Union,
and the limits which it could not overstep without entirely sur
n>odering the public to the servile institution. We left off at the
night of the 2d-3d of March, 1861, when Congress,oo the eve of
adjournment, rejected the Crittenden compromise, which would
have introduced slavery into a large portion of the territories
where free labor had hitherto prevailed.

The war put an end to all these vain efforts. But in taking
up arms to bring back the Southern States into the bosom of the
Union, the Federal government openly proclaimed its intention
to respect their constitutional rights. If it.., triumph had been
immediate and thorough, slavery would no doubt havc lasted a
little while longer. Consequently, the really sagacious politicians
amoog the representatives of the border States saw that the mai~
teoaoce of the Union could alone prevent the sudden and sum
mary abolition of the servile institution. It was evident to all
those who were not blinded by passion or interest that the strug
gle, if prolonged, wuuld compel the North to display the aboli
tion flag. The very declarations of the Confederate leadcrs were
ealculated to bring about such a result, and their withdrawal
trom. the Federal legislative halls, by ensuring a strong majority
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to the Republiean party, afforded the latter "an opportunity to
secure at la.<;t the ascendency of its politiml principles. In short,
the mere fact of the war being waged on the soil of the Southern
States gave rise daily to new difficulties relative to the treatment
of slaves, thus bringing the question of emaneipatiou before the
public in all its aspects, so as to demonstrate that no human skill

. could evade the issue.
Before the severance of the Union the fate of the fugitive slaves

had been the stumbling-block betweeu the States devored to free
labor and those where slavery prevailed. The former had never
pretended to seek out the negro on his ma.'lter's plantation to

tell him, "Thou art free." The latter had not only accepted,
but apprpved, of the suppression of the Afrimn slave-trade, be
cause its prohibition favored the internal traffie in slaves; so that
this suppression was endorsed by the Montgomery Constitution
in order to draw the border States, which exported 81aves, into
the Confedel".lcy, But the people of the North never could see
the owncr of human flesh come to scize his property by force on
the free soil of their own States without horror; and, on the other
hand, Southern planters always considered the exercise of this

• right as a necessary guarantee to the maintenance of slavery at
home. They succeeded in obtaining a recognition of their de
mands in the Federal statutcs, while the fear of seeing the Union
in jeopardy had induced the Xorth since 1793 to endorse the prin
ciples of this sad legislation. 'Vhen this first enactment cea.';{.'<! to
be considered sufficient, it was followed by the aggravated law of
1850, more especially known by the naIDe of the Fugitive Slure
law. The Soutbern planters, who dreaded the excitement which
the publieity of any rUlIaway case might cause among their slave',
often cOlllplailled that the new law was not applied with sufficient
severity. Their complaints were not well founded, and the sta
tistic:> bear e\'idence of the cffimey of this new law. The annual
number of runaway s!a\"ci',. whieh in 1850 amounted to one thou
sand and elc\'en, was reduced to eight hundred and thrce in 1860,
notwithstanding thc increase of the sCf\'ile population, and the
proportion of fngitives wa.'! thus redlwed. from one out of three
thousand to one out of five thousand. "These escapes," dryly
says the report of Mr. Bnchanan's government, "cannot caU8e a
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more sensible depreciation in the total capital represented by the
sla\'e population than is experienced by public stocks in conse
quence of the daily fluctuations of the New York market." Some
of the States having refused to comply with the requirements of
the Fugitive Slave law, it was enforced by a decree of the su
preme eourt known as the Dred Scott case.

It will be seen that this law was not abrogated, notwithstand
ing mauy efforts to that effect, until the second period of the war.
It was long preserved as a pledge to the border States that slavery
Iihould not be abruptly abolished in their territory. But if no
direct blow was aimed at the principle itself, from the outset of
the war its application immediately gave rise to serious difficul
ties. 'Vere the military themselws to interfere for the purpose
of restoring slaves to their owners? And in that mse was a dis
tinction to be made, first between loyal and rebel owners, then be
tween fugitives, according as they had or had not been engaged
in acts of hostility against the Federal armies? This problem,
as we shall find, received various solutions in proportion as Con
gress entered more and more earnestly on the path of abolition.

'Ve have already had something to say about General Butler's
device, when he was in command at Fortress Monroe, to reconcile
the respect due to the Constitution with the idea of equity, which
was opposed to the restoration of a slave flying from a master
who was in rebellion against this Constitution. On the 22d of
May, 1861, he learned that three negroes had taken refuge in his
camps, stating that their owner, Mr. Mallory, a colonel in the
enemy's army, wanted to send them to work on some fortifica
tions on the coast. Butler kept them, declaring that he consid
ered them as contraband of war. A flag of trucc mme to claim
them; it was sent back. The TIUllOr of this incident, which
spread with astonishing rapidity among the servile population of
the neighborhood, soon brought a large number of fugitives on the
narrow peninsula lying under the bastions of Fortress Monroe.
'Whole families were seen to arrive. The adults, whether men
or women, could be treated as eontrabands, but it was not so with
the children; and yet who would have thought of surrendering
them and keeping their parents? In reply to requests from But
ler for instructions, the Secretary of 'Var decided, in a despatch
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dated May 30th, that so long as a State continued in insurrection
all fugitives seeking an asylum with the army should be received
and protected without any reference to the question of their free
dom. Whilst refusing to restore them for the time being, an exact
account was to be kept of their cost and earnings, in order to settle
that account with their masters in the event of their being re
stored at a later day.

The question thus stated could not fail to provoke warm dis
cussions on the part of the press and at political meetings in the
North. Congress took up the subject soon after the beginning
of its session, and on the 9th of July the House of Representa
tives passed a resolution declaring that in its opinion it was not
the duty of soldiers to capture and restore fugitive slaves.

Meanwhile, the number of these fugitives was daily on the
increase; they assembled in the towns in the vicinity of the
armies, especially in ".ashington, and crowded the Federal camps.
Most of them were so profoundly ignorant that they could only
serve the cause of their protectors by manual labor; some, how
ever, were found possessing sufficient intelligence to furnish the
Northern generals with valuable information regarding their
ad\'ersaries. But there were others also who were caught acting,
more or less voluntarily, as spies in the interest of the Confecl
erates, and the Union officers justly complained of the obstacle'
which the concourse of fugitives interposed against the mainte
nance of order and discipline in the camps. On the 17th of
July, General Mansfield, in command at Washington, issned an
order forbidding all access to these camps on the part of fugitives,
and directing corps commanders not to allow them to accompany
the troops under any pretext whatever. Mansfield, an 01(1 man
as brave as he was striet, like the ml~ority of old army officers,
was strongly opposcd to the abolition party. The formal execu
tion of this order gave rise to complaints which were alJ the
more pointed because the order was directly at variance with the
instruetions of the Se('retary of 'Var to General Butler. It
required the decision of some snperior authority definitely to
regulate the manner in which fugitive slaves were to be trroted
by the military, the resolution of the lower house simply implying
a wish which had not the force of a law. Congress proceeded at
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once to the consideration of this question by p8BSing the confis
mtion law, which, as we have said, was promulgated on the 6th
of A.ugust. This law, in 8BSimilating fugitives to contraband of
war, declared that no demand for the restoration of slaves who
had been in any way employed to the detriment of the Federal
armies should be admitted. In this case the fugitive slave law
was formally suspended. Congress went farther than either
General Butler or the Secretary of "~ar·had ventured to go; for
so far from making any reservation in behalf of the ultimate
rights of the proprietor, it annulled them. The law did not
explicitly emancipate the fugitives; it even adhered to the hyp
ocritical circumlocutions which Southern men had introduced
into national legislation, and only designated them as persons
subject to forced labor, but in declaring that they no longer be
longed to their masters it virtually set them free. This measure,
although cautiously worded, since it only referred to slaves used
in resisting the national authority, was susceptible of being in
terpreted as implying the enfranchisement of all fugitives
coming from the insurgent S~tes and encouraging the flight
of many more.

The day after the enactment of this law the Secretary of War
hastened to take measures for securing its execution by addressing
a letter to General Butler, intended to serve as a rule of conduct
to all the commanders of the Federal armies. The object of the
war being simply the restoration of the Union, the military,
wherever the authority of the Constitution had not been disputed,
were to allow the local courts to follow their own course without
interfering in any manner. In those States where the Federal
government was not recognized, the latter did not deem it expe
dient to apply the local laws themselves, when such an appli
cation might place arms in the hands of its enemies. It was
necessary to discriminate between the slaves found at home with
their masters and those 1Vho came to seek refuge in the Federal
armies, and in regard to the latter class of Fefugees to distinguish
those whose owners had not participated in the war from those
who had been or might be employed in hostile works. No en
couragement was to be gi ven to slaves found at home with their
DllJsters to run away. The others were protected by the law
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against all claims on the part of their owners. But by what
proof, by what kind of inquiry, could thiR distinction between
refugees be made? and if such were possible, how could the army
be made to practiee it? If two slaves came together to seek the
protedion of its flag, how could it receive one and surrender the
other? It was decided that all fugitives should be protected
alike, and that, heing registered 8.'1 laborers on a special roll, they
should wait until the end of the war for their owners to come
and claim them if they had still the right to do so.

The general;; had nothing to do but to conscientiously obey
these instruetions j they all did so, whatever may have been their
political opinions, with the exception of Fremont. In the first
volume we spoke of the proclamation of August 31st,in which,
disregarding the authority of his chiefs and his duty 8.'1 a soldier,
he decreed among other measures the immediatE.' enfranchisement
of all slaves belonging to citizens of Missouri who had shown
themselves hostile to the Federal troops. Fremont having re
fused to modify his proclamation in what related to the treatmcnt
of slaves so as to render it conformable to the provisions of the
law of August 6th, as requested by Mr. Lincoln, the President,
in an order dated September 11th, declared it null.

A month later the go\·ernment had another opportunity to
make known its views upon the same question, and readily availed
it<;elf of it to take a new step in the policy it had adopted. The
naval expedition to Port Royal, under Commodore Dupont, was
getting ready j in landing at the Sea Islands in the mi,]st of an
almost exclusively black population, it was to be expected that
the slaws, abandoned by their masters, would fall to the eare of
the Fedl'ral authorities. In this anticipation the Secr@tary of
\Var, on the 19th of October, forwarded 8pecial instruetions to
General Sherman, who was to eommand the land-forces. After
recapitulating the instructions he had given to General Butler,
and the prineiples which had prompted them, he added, as a new
matter, that if it should be deemed necesS:lry the refugees might
be organiz,',] into squads an,l ('ompaniei';. Although he took care
to add that 8ueh a mm,.ure di,l not imply the geneml arming of
fugitiw'i', it was I'yidently inteuded to open the way for such an
event. From the moment that slaves who had fled from owners
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in arms against the Union were not to be surrendered to their
masters, these slaves would have to be successively rored for; set
to work and enrolled. But for the present hardly more wa.'!
thought of than to feed them and give them something to do.
Accustomed to spend their time without any forethought, liberty
being to them a synonymous term for idleness, they required the
controlling guardianship of the Federal authority. The largest
number of refugees was to be found at FortrC8s Monroe, and
General 'Vool, who commanded this placc, was obliged, in the
month of NO\'ember, to publish a series of orders regulating their'
work and wages, whether in the service of the State or of offi
cers, fixing the price of their clothing, and establishing a fund iu
their favor, formed by keeping back a portion of their wages.
In Missouri, however, General Halleck seemed to make it a point
to act in every respect in a manner contrary to his predecessor.
The latter had received the slaves and sought to enfranchise them
on his own personal authority. Halleck forbade the fugitives to
approach his romps under the pretext that they gave information
to the enemy, and ordered his troops to drive them off, but this
order was never strictly executed, for the soldiers, more logical
than their chiefs, were gradually becoming swayed by the aboli
tion sentiment, in proportion as they saw their foes mixing up the
cause of slavery with that of the Confederacy. The government,
faithfully following the line of policy it had traced out for itself,
exacted certain explanations from the commander of the armies
of the 'Vest, which amounted to a positive disavowal of the orders
he had just issued.

Meanwhile, Congress again met on the 1st of December. The
Republiron majority had received some additioual strength since
the last session, and could not fail to consider again, although
indirectly, the great problem of slavery. The Secretary of War,
in his report to Congress, had intended to recommend the eman
cipation of all the slaves whose masters bad been connected with
the rebellion, but Mr. Lincoln, morc prudent and sagacious than
his Secretary, thought that the time for resorting to such a mea
sure had not yet arrived, and only allO\ved him to allude to the
treatment of fugitive slaves. On the 4th of' December a discus
sion arose in the Senate, provoked by the abuses to which the
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concourse of these fugitives in Washington had given rise.
This city was governed by slave laws, and the local authorities,
although mostly appointed by Mr. Lincoln's government, were
devoted to the maintenance of the servile institution. Conform
ably to these laws, every man of color was liable to be seized,
imprisoned and given up to any pretended owner who came for
ward to claim him, if he could not prove his identity as a free
man on the evidence of a white citizen. The police of the capi
tal had found a source of shameful profit in the application of

. these laws. Fugitives seeking the protection of the Federal flag
were arrested; and as these unfortunate creatures could find no
one to testify in their favor, they were handed over to accom
plices, who sold them immediately, dividing the proceeds of
Buch sale with the police. While waiting for this sad. fate,
the colored men, thus arrested at random, were subjected to the
worst kind of treatment. The Senate passed a resolution or
dering them to be set at liberty en 'I1Ia88e. The government
hastened to obey this mandate; and, on the very day the resolu
tion was passed, Mr. Seward ordered General M<:Clellan to ex
tend the protection of the military power to all fugitives, notify
ing the civil authorities that they should no longer be allowed to
arrest them.

The discussions provoked by the interference of the military
in the treatment of fugitives brought up the whole question of the
fugitive slave law, the application of which was so obnoxious to
the people of the North. But this law could not be directlyat
tacked without seriously compromising the loyalty of the border
States, which, although slave States, bad not broken the Federal
compact, and whose hostility would have been fatal to the cause
of the Union. Consequently, after some fruitless debates upon
propositions which were too radical to be adopted at that time,
the House of Representatives and the Senate merely instructed,
on the 20th and 26th of December, tbeir respective judiciary
committees to prepare modifications of the law so as to require
the owner of tbe fugitive slave to produce evidence of his loyalty
to the Federal government prior to its being applied. The Sen
ate passed, moreover, a resolution ratifying the decisions of the
government, and declaring that it was not t.he province of the
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military to interfere in restoring slaves to their masters. The
law upon this point was definitely settled.

Thus ended the year 1861. The force of circumstances had
brought up the qnestion of slavery in an indirect form; the fol
lowing year was to witnffiS its solution. We shall briefly show
how, in proportion as the war added fuel to the passions of men,
this solution, from which the wisest statesmen still shrank, soon
(~me to absorb the attention of all, appearing to them at last as a
necessity.

The victory of Port Royal had delivered a portion of the rich
plantations with which the COll.'lt of South Carolina is covered
into the hands of the Federal authority. Just as the Secretary
of War had predicted, this territorial occupation presented the
question of the treatment of negroes in a new light. Indeed, if
a few slaves left the estateS to which they were attached, to find
refuge near the Federal fleet, a much larger number were aban
doned by thcir masters on the approach of that fleet, and the
Union officers found them quietly settled in their old cabins, near
the deserted residence of the proprictor or his agent. The dis
trict occupied by the Fcdcrals consists of a succession of i!;lands,
large and small, adapted to the cultivation of the finest qualities
of cotton, whose inhabitants, at least four-fifths of them, were of
African descent. The situation of these islands protected them
against any offensive return on the part of the enemy, and the
Federals thus found themsel ves at the beginning of the year
obliged to regulate, if not to govern, a population of more than
eight thousand negroes, scattered over two hundred plantations.
They had, moreover, to take care of about three or four thousand
fugitives, whose number was daily increasing. They had hoped
to derive considerable advantage from the occupation of the Sca
Islands in a commercial point of view, and to obtain a sufficient
quantity of the cotton which had given them their celcbrity, to
relieve the distress caused by the scarcity of that article in the
markets of America and of Europe. This hope was not to be
realized; the trouble caused by the war was too decply rooted to
admit of such a fortunate result. But the efforts made in this
district to prepare the slaves for the condition of free laborers
were none the IC(;8 important, and the success was as great as could
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have been expected under the circumstances. Agents were de
spatched by the Secretary of the Treasury to take charge of this
new business, and to administer the plantations abandoned by
their owners, on which the slaves lingered without control and
without means. The rights of the owners were held in reserva
tion, and none of the abuses we have noticed in connection with
the administration of General Butler in Louisiana were commit
ted in this district. A large number of well-disposed persons,
Protestant clergymen, schoolmasters, and women, volunteered to
assist these agents; about one hundred of them offered their ser
vices during the first three months of 1862; and although not a
few visionaries and fanatiffi were found among them, their efforts,
under the wise direction of :Mr. Pierc-e, the government commis
sioner, were of great service to the colored people, whom the
chances of war had made the wards of the Federal authoritiffi.
This population was deeply attached to the land of their birth;
the proprietors, therefore, to make them mistrustful of the U nion
ists, had incessantly represented to them that it was the intention
of the latter to transport the slaves to Cuba in Oliler to accomplish
their abolition projects. When these proprietors took to flight, the
negroes refused to follow them, and remained on the plantations, de
sisting from all work, without, however, committing any excesses.
In many cases the overseers were also slaves, and remained with
them. All applications for reorganizing the work on the planta
tions were addressed to the latter, for most of them, although de
prived of their power, had retained their moral authority, over the
simple-minded laborers. The first thing to be done was to prevent
starvation. In fact, the culture of the Sea Islands was so man
aged as to produce the quantity of corn, potatoes and pork strictly
neceAAary for the support of laborers, to whom provisions were
distributed weekly at the swrehousffi of the plantation. Nearly
all these storehouses had been put under requisition to supply the
wants of the fleet and army; the animals had all been carried
off or purehascd. It soon became necessary to resort to the quar
termaster in order to provide for the daily wants of the negroes.
The rates of wages and the price of manual labor were things
unknown in that promised land of slavery. In order to cover
the expenses of the government, a certain pricc had to be fixed
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upon for the daily work of laborers, so as to deduct from these
wages the advances made by the State in provisions, clothing, etc.
Being thus paid for their labor, they were therefore free. But
this idea of liberty was not fully understood except by the more
intelligent claas of overseers and artisans. The others, in their sad
condition, only seemed to dread that they or their families should
be sold. With the exile and the heartrendings that would follow
as the most cruel consequence, owing to their inexperience and
that instinct of caution which is the weapon of the weak, they
seemed at first to look upon the Federals only in the light of new
masters, whom they only begged to spare them from harsh treat
ment. When, however, they found that these new masters were
strong enough to protect them against the old ones, a taste for
freedom soon developed itself. They became assiduous frequent
ers of schools, where they were taught that alphabet the know
lcJge of which was formerly the privilege solely of the free man.
The very character of the Christian religion is incompatible with
slavery; it killed it in ancient times, and wiII kill it whenever
this religion is alike professcd by the master and the slave. Con
sequently, in order to render it inoffensive, it had been debased
and deformed in the very littlc instruction which the enslaved
race was permitted to receive. When religion, freed at last from
those shameful Rhackles, came to the slave of yesterday, and told
him that his labor belonged to him, that his wife and children
were not the property of others, and that there were no duties
without rights, however debascd he may have been by his former
life, he soon began to nnderstand this language, and we shall
presently find him on the field of battle rivalling his liberators in
courage and devotion.

But before the time had arrived when the Federal armies found
useful auxiliaries in the freedmen, the latter were the cause of
frequent embarrassments to them. The agents of the govern
ment sent into South Carolina were but little acquainted with the
country, and still IC88 with the inhabitant~ of this section of the
country, so impenetrable had been until then the barrier erected
by slavery, and in perusing the curions reports one would 'lUll
pose that they were speaking of some region of country yet un
explored by travellers. They naturally desired to extend the
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sphere of their operations, and were incessantl.r soliciting for
some new plantation the protection of the army, the troops of
which they would eventually have succeeded in rendering com
pletely inactive. On the other hand, both soldiers and officers
frequently caused a great deal of disturbance among the agricul
tural population, and they were finally forbidden to approach
the plantations. But this measure soon ceased to be of any great
avail, and in the month of June it was deemed expedient to with
draw the supreme control of the freedmen from the Treasury De
partment, and give it to the War Department, in order to avoid
conflicts which might have weakened the military authority.

In proportion as the question of the treatment of slaves in the
States hostile to the Union became more difficult and absorb
ing, the judicious and moderate men of the North entered more
seriously into the consideration of the means for directly soh'ing
the problem of slavery in the border States. It was, in fact, the
loyalty shown by some of these States to the Union, which kept the
great mll8S of the Republican party from resorting to the imme
diate and complete abolition of slavery, as a powerful instrument
of war. But, on the one hand, it was evident that the protection
granted to fugitives by the army, that confiscation and the con
stantly increasing enfranchisements of slaves, and the introduc
tion of frt-'C labor on the plantations of the Sea Islands, consti
tuted too serious a blow against the servile institution not to have
a rebounding effect upon Maryland, Kentucky and Mis.'SOuri, de
spite all the provisions of the law which still protected it, and it
was no longer to be seriously believed in the month of March,
1862, that, the Union once restored, slavery would be retained as
in the past. On the other hand, the secession leaders justly
thought that by the maintenance of slavery on the soil of the
border States it would only require a few military successes to
rally those States to the support of their cause; it was evident
that if the South could constitute herself an independent power,
all the countries where the servile institution existed would be
obliged, out of regard for their own interest", to join her. It was
important, therefore, to deprive the Confederacy for ever of a.ll
hope of dominating in the centre of the continent, by sundering
the ties which might have bound to it the States oct'upying that
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region of country. From that moment it became the duty of
loyalty as well as policy to anticipate the crisis with which those
States were threatened, by offering them a peaceful and legal solu
tion of the question of slavery through purchase and gradual
emancipation. This is what Mr. Lincoln did in his message to
Congress of March 6th. He proposed not to interfere with the
legislation of States to force emancipation upon them, but to de
clare that the Federal government would be ready to assist th080
States financially if they would take the initiative. This propo
sition was the subject of a resolution passed by the House of
Representatives on the 11th of March. But the. opposition of
the local governments, and of the representatives of the States
ooncerned, rendered fruitless for a time !lnch prudent and consid
erate overtures of the central power, and Mr. Lincoln, despite all
his efforts, was unable to persuade them to co-operate in carrying
out his plan.

However, as the formal orders of the government regarding
the treatment of slaves who sought refuge near the armies were
not always executed, Congress determined to give them a legal
sanction; and on the 25th of February and the 13th of March both
the Senate and the House of Repre!lentatives introduced a new
article in the military code, prohibiting officers, at the risk of dis
missal, from interfering to restore fugitive slave'J to their ma.<;ters.
Notwithstanding the powers with which the government was thu6
armed, great difficuhy was experienced in applying this law in
those regiments whose commanders openly professed their sym
pathies in favor of slavery. We shall have many instances to
record of open violations of this law, and at the very gates of
'Vashington; le'J8 than a fortnight after Congress had passed the
law, slave-owners from Maryland were seen to visit a Federal
camp, provided with an order from General Hooker, to take away
some slaves whom they suspected to have taken refuge in it. It
is true that their presence caused a terrible commotion among the
soldiers, and that General Sickle'J' conduct in driving them away,
despite the order of his chief, was approved. In order to secure
the execution of the wiII of Congress, however, even in the city
of Washington it required a special order from General Dou.,
bleday, commanding the place, on the 6th of April, which reca-
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pitulated the severnl clauses of the law, and forbade offirers
from admitting to their camps the employffi of the civil poHre
engaged in the search of slaves, without a permit signed by
himself.

Being obliged to respect the legislative independence of the
border States, Congress had been unable, notwithstanding its
offers of assistance, to make them adopt the system of gradual
emancipation, but it determined to Ret them the example, by ap
plying this system to the District of Columbia, placed by the Con
stitution under its immediate jurisdiction. Congress had been in
vested with absolute authority over this territory by the Constitu
tion to secure its dignity, so that it might not be surrounded by
institutions and laws at variance with its policy. It could not,
therefore, allow slavery to exist there; on the 16th of April it
voted its immediate and general abolition, placing, at the same
time, one million of dollars to the credit of a special commission,
empowered to grant an indemnity to slave-owners who had not
made common cause with the enemy, at the rate of not more than
three hundred dollars for each slave. This was the first ml>a5Ure
adopted endorsing the abolition principle in a practical and formal
manner. In granting compensation to the material interC8ts af
fected by this measure, the Federal government gave proof of its
moderation and sensc of equity. It sought to avail itself of this
opportunity to try an experiment that Mr. Lincoln had already
recommended, and from whieh he wrongly anticipated great re
suIts; the sum of one hundred thousand dollars was appropriated
for the purpose ofencouraging the emigration of freedmen. Timid
men, who, lacking the courage to cut away a difficulty, desired to
smother it, had imagined that, abolition being once" proclaimed, it
would be easy to get rid of the negro race by transplanting it into
another country. This was showing great ignorance of the cha
racter of that race and the circumstances surrounding it. Its
rapid development in the Southern States, despite its condition
of servitude, shows that that portion of the new rontincnt, from
its climate and entire nature, is particularly favorable to the race.
It had been transplanted there by force, but it had taken root and
could not be eradicated. African blood, more or less mixed, will
ever circulate in the veins of a large portion of the inhabitants
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of those countries, whatever their name or social position. It was,
moreover, a great mistake to suppose that the freedmen would be
come parties to this project of emigration, for there is no race on
earth more attached to the land of their birth, and it would have
required the use of violent means to compel them to expatriate
themselves. Some poor wretches, allured by dazzling promises,
allowed themselves to be beguiled by speculators who had under
taken to carry out the emigration plan by contract. Being con
veyed to a small desert island on the coast of Hayti, called L'Isle
des Vaches, they suffered cruelly; the contractors were the only
gainers by the transaction, and this unfortunate experiment put
an end for ever to the plans of emigration and colonization.

The intervention of Congress, however, did not suffice to re
move the embarrassments caused to Mr. Lincoln by the conduct
of some of his generals, who were always ready to compromise
him in some way or other upon the question of slavery. Gen
eral Hunter, although selected at first to supersede General Fre
mont in the \Vcst, shared the abolition sentiments of his prede
cessor. Being ('aIled to the command of Port Royal, which Sher
man had left in the month of April, one of his first acts was to issue
a proclamation far exceeding in extravagance that which had
drawn Mr. Lincoln's censure upon Fremont. On the 9th of May,
without even consulting or notifying the President, he simply
announced that slavery was abolishecl in the three States of
Georgia, Florida and South Carolina. The abolition party
loudly applauded this proclamation, but it created mnch uneasi
ness in the border States; and the Confederate leaders took ad
vantage of this discontent to make an effort to bring them over
to their cause. \Vhatever may have been his opinion in the main,
the President could not tolerate such a usurpation of power on
the part of a subordinate. \Vithout waiting for explanations, he
publicly disavowed the act on the 19th of May, and declared that
he could never leave the solution of such questions to un army
commander, and that Hunter's proclamation was incompatible
with the propositions of purchase he had submitted to the repre
sentatives of the nation.

The latter, continuing the work they had commenced by abol
ishing slavery in the District of Columbia, applied their political
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principles wherever they did not clash with the proyisions of the
Constitution. On the 21st of Maya law was passed proclaiming
the equality of all citizens in that district, without-distinction of
color, and declaring that they should all be subjcet to the same
laws, the same regulations and the AAme penalties, and finallr
opening the school doors to children of African descent. A few
days later, Congress officially recognized the republics of Hayti
and Liberia, by voting, on the 3d of June, the necessary appro
priations for establishing diplomatic relations with them; the
statesmen of the South had always opposed this recognition to
avoid being obliged to receive negro envoys at Wa.'lhington. In
the coun:e of the same month Congre!'lS gaye proof of the deter
mination Rnd spirit which animated it, by a decision which wa.~

otherwise also of great importance. 'Ve have seen that the struggle
between slavery Rnd free labor had its principal thcatre in the
newly-settled Territorie~, which were under the direct control of
the central authority. The introduction of slavery into or its
exclusion from these Territories had been the occasion of all the
great parliamentary conflicts between the partisans of the two sys
terns; it was always the same question under the different names
of Mason and Dixon's line, squatter sovereignty, and, still more
recently, the Crittenden compromise. Shortly after the breaking
out of hostilities, Congress, not being yet willing to decide it, had
constituted the three new Territories of Colorado, Kevada and
Dakotah, without explicitly prohibiting slavery in them. But in
1862 the time for concessions had passed, and on the 24th of
March the House of Representatives discusscd a resolution de
claring that the servile institution should henceforth be excluded
from the Federal Territories. Such a law wa." perfectly com:titu
tional, the South having recognized thl:! right of the ('('ntral power
to determine the legislation of the new Territories on the snbject
of slavery, at a time when she was in hopes of being herself bene
fited by such recognition. It was not the less the occasion of
tempestuous debates, for it raised an impa.'lSable barrier around
the slave States, and closed the door against every new compro
mise. This law was finally passed, and the PrC!'ident approved it
on the 19th of June. Finally, on the 9th of July, the equality
of the blacks with the whites in the District of Columbia was pa~
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tially established by the admission of the former to testify before
the courts on the same conditions as the latter.

Pending the discussion of the;e laws, public attention was again
directed to the treatment of fugitive slaves by some new incidents.
The troops under Butler, who occupied the counties adjoining
New Orleans, were everywhere surrounded by these fugitives,
whose number was much larger in that locality than in any other
part of the South, in consequence, no doubt, of the extreme hard
ships of ser"ile labor in that region. General Williams, who was
stationed at Baton Rouge with his brigade, wishing, perhaps, to
put an end to some abuses injurious to discipline, or thinking
that he would thereby coneiliate the good-will of the powerful
proprietors in the neighborhood, published all order absolutely
prohibiting such fugitives all access to his camps. This order
was in open violation of the law of Congress, and Colonel Paine,
of the Fourth 'Visconsin, refused to execute it. His command
was taken from him. Respect for the military authority required
it, but equity also demanded that he should not be allowed to
suffer for having obeyed the laws of his country, and he was
speedily replaced at the head of the regiment.

We have said that in South Carolina the agents of the Treasury
Department in charge of the negroes, having been unable to agree
with the military authorities, had been recalled. These several
agents had been replaced by a superior officer of the staff, Gen
eral Saxton, who was himself placed under the orders of General
Hunter with the rank of a military commander. By this action
the government at \Va..,hington sustained Hunter in his conflict
with the agents of the Treasury Department-a conflict origin
ating in very serious causes, for it affectro the question of slavery
in its most vital points. \Ve have seen that Mr. Cameron had
authorized General Sherman to organize the negroes into squads
and companies. The latter had at first only been employed in
manuallahor, such a.'l the construction"of forts, roads and wharves;
b\1t Hunter, on taking Sherman's place, saw that he could give a
much wider interpretation to the Secretary's instructions. He
substituted muskets for the pick-axes used by the detachments of
negro laborers organized by his predecessor; and instead of mak
ing them dig the earth, he had them taught military exercises.

VOL. 11.-17
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Nor did he stop here; but wishing to increase thc number of
these new soldiers, he gathered all the adult negroes residing on
the adjoining islands at Hilton Head on thc 12th of )Iay, in
order to induce them to enter the military service. Sueh a prop
osition looked very much like an order to men aceU8tomed from
infancy to absolute submission, and many of them left the plan
tations with regret, believing that they were about to be conveyed
to some distant country. The civil agents romplaincd bitterly of
the trouble this measure had created among the people entrll8ted
to their charge, and thence sprung the quarrel which ~[r. Lincoln
cut short by deciding in favor of Hunter. The protection granted
to fugitive slaves was the first logieal consequence of the war;
their enrolment in the Federal armies was the second. As un
timely and impolitic 1L'l WIL'l the proclamation by which Hunter
had taken upon himself to free the slaves outside of his jurisdic
tion, the creation of the first negro regiment was an act skilfull}"
conceived. It was essentially a military act; it raised and cnno
bled the freedman by entrusting him with arms; its legality was
unquestionable from the moment that the President approved of
it, for there was no law to prevent him from enlisting colored
volunteers. In short, it showed to the Confederates that the
'Vashington government was determined not to allow itself to be
any longer paralyzed by the vain hope of reconciliation. The ex
aspemtion evinced by the latter proved that the blow had struck
home. The partisans of slavery in the North were also naturally
excited; and a member from Kentucky 8Ureeeded in getting the
House of Representatives to adopt a resolution asking explana
tions of the 'government relative to the arming of negroes at
Hilton Hc.'ld. The Secretary of War merely stated in reply that
he had issued no orders on the subject, and refused to submit his
correspondence with General Hunter to the House; three weeks
later, however, he communicated to it a despatch, written by the
latter, in reply to a resolution of which he had been the !"ubject.
Feeling that he was now supported by the approval of the go\"
ernment and the sound good sense of the nation, Hunter openly
avowed the measure for which he had been blamed. He pointed
out, not without a show of reason, all its advantages, but trelted
the official comlllunication of the House with an irony which
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could only have been tolerated in a country where politicians arE
accustomed to treat the violent language of their opponents with
contempt. He continued quietly to organize battalions of ne
groes, without concerning himself about the opinions of the rep
resentatives. These new troops relieved his soldiers by sharing
their labors and service; but notwithstanding the success of this
first experiment, considerable time elapsed before the Federal
government concluded to foll~w Hunter in this direction.

We shall quote, without pausing to comment upon it, the vote
of Congress on the 7th of July, ratifying the convention on the
right of search for the .mppression of the sla\'e trade on the
coast of Africa, which had been concluded on the 7th of April
between the government of 'Vashington and Lord Lyons, the
English minister. Southern statesmen, although protection
ists in matters concerning slavery, had declined, when they con
trolled American poliey, to take part in an international con
vention the avowed objeet of which was to strike at the servile
institution.

After the laws we have enumerated had been passed, Mr. Lin
coln, feeling that the slave question could not be eluded much
longer, determined to make a final appeal to the representatives
of the border States in favor of gradual emancipation. On the
12th of July he held a long conferencc with them, in which he
explained his favorite scheme of emigration. Although this chi
merical plan was no doubt only put forward with the view of
rendering emaucipation itself more acceptable, he only succeeded
in convincing a small number of his interlocutors. He neverthe
less persisted in his determination; and on the following day he
sent a message to Congress recommending the passage of a law
proffering financial aid to e\'ery State that should proclaim the
abolition of slavery. The capital represented by the slave pop
ulation, according to the census of 1860, was to be integrally re
imbursed to thc government of each State in government bonds
bearing six per cent. interest. This proposition, which was gen
eral in its character, wa;.; addressed to all the slave States, even
those formin'g the Southern Confederacy. If applied only to the
States of Kentucky, Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, Missouri and
Tennessee, it would have invol ved an expense ~f nearly one .thou-
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sand eight hundred millions, which expense, if all the other States
had been included, would have been incre8l5ed to more than five
thousand millions.

Ko notice was taken of Mr. Lincoln's message for some time;
Congress was then occupied with the question of enfranchisement
from another point of view; it was discussing the second con
fiscation law, which was passed by the House of Representatives
on the 15th of July, by the Senate .on the 16th, and promulgated
by the President on the 17th. We have already alluded to some
of the clauses of this law; its wording alone, differing essentiall)'
from that of the law of August 6, 1861, is sufficient to show the
progress of abolition ideas under the influence of one year of
war. For the first time slaves are designated without any cir
cumlocution; they are only called slaves to say that they are free.
It is no longer as contraband of war that the legislator refuses to
send them back to servitude; the law grants freedom to all whose
masters have in any way been connected with the rebellion. This
enfranchisement is as yet only a penal measure adopted against a
certain class of slave-owners; for under the Constitution the
principle itself of slavery cannot be attacked without passing
through all the forms prescribed for the amendment of the Fed
eral compact, and it protects the servile institution in the border
States which have remained faithful to that L'Ompact. But this
measure is so gencral in its application that it may be considered
as the adoption by the North of the abolition policy. Hence
forth the proprietors of slaves who have Bed at the approach of
the Federal armies will be considered by that fact alone as hos
tile, and the slaves they have left behind them are to be free.
The fugitive slave law will no longer be applied in the free States,
unless the person who claims a slave can give evidence of his
loyalty to the Union, and the military are again forbidden to
take eognizance of sueh demands. The admission of enfranchised
negroes in the army was formally sanctioned, and the President

.was authorized to enrol them on the only condition of their being
treated in every rcspect like white soldicrs. Finally, the Utopian
scheme of emigration rt't'(·ived some encouragement, not of a very
compromising character, however, by the insertion of a clause
which. allowed the President to take all necessary measures for
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conveying the freedmen" to some tropical country," 88 the law
expressed it.

If the arming of a few negroes at Hilton Head had already
mused such an intense commotion in the Sooth, one may im
agine the effect produeed by the law which officially sanctioned
their admission into the Federal ranks. The proucl planters
revolted at the idea of having to fight their former slaves on
equal terms and to treat them like regular enemies. It was pre
cisely at this period that the two belligerents signed the cartel
of exchanges which was to be subsequently suspended in consa
quemll! of this very question concerning the treatment of negro
soldiers; but as the Confederate prisons did not as yet contain
any Qf these soldiers, the Richmond authorities, who were greatly
interested in the conclusion of this agreement, smothered their
wrath.

A strong prejudice still prevailed, even in the North, against
men of color---ft. prejudice which had alone inspired and enrour
aged the projects of emigration brought forward at the time as a
natural consequence of emancipation. It was not thought that
these men could ever make good soldiel"B. Many men would
have objected to serve by their side, and several generals were
opposed to their being enrolled. Thus, Butler, remembering his
former affinity with the slavery party, deprived one of his lieu
tenants, General Phelps, of his command, because the latter had
organized five companies of negroes without having received spe
cial orders from the President to that effret. It was, therefore,
important that the least possible latitude should be allowed to the
interpretation of the new law, called the confiscation law. In
communicating 'the text of this law to several commanders, the
Secretary of War, under date of July 22d, gave them precise in
structions regarding the obligations imposed upon them by this
law, and the manner of fulfilling them. General M<..oClellan has
tened on the 9th of August to communicate these instructions to
his army by an order which we regret not being able to produce
in full, as it sums up the whole question in a clear and dignified
filanner. It ended with an assurance to fugitive negroes em
ployed by the government in 8ny capacity that they should never
be sent back to slavery. Only one point remained now unsettled-
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whether at the' close of the war their former masters would be
entitled to indemnity or not.

Congress had adjounled on the 17th of July, the yery day of
the passage of the confiscation law, which it left as a Thrum; of its
policy during that long and important session. The truce con
cluded between the Republicans and War Democrats for the com
mOil defence of the Constitution did not preyent the question of
slawry from being brought to the surface in every form; it was
warmly discussed by the press, at all public meetings and in all
the State legislatures. Mr. Lincoln was accused by some of com
promising the cause of free labor in the vain hope of conciliating
the slavery party; aC'COrding to others, on the contrary, he was
sacrificing the Constitution to grntify the opponents of sltvery.
Despite his cautions language, the President did not conceal on
whieh side lay his convictions; but he did not allow himself to
be carried away by his abolition sentiments, and thought only of
his special mission, which was to support the Constitution and re
store the Union. He did not think he had a right to compromise
that restoration either by premature abolition or by an ex('ff;8 of
deference to the servile institution. Like a skilful pilot with his
hanel at the helm, he watched the direction of the strong wind
whieh impelled the vessel entrusted to his care onward, read,- to
alter his course as soon as that wind should shift to some other
point.

The day came when he resolved upon the course to pursue,
courageously took upon himself the responsibility of the act, and
executed it with determination. We think that he chose the op
portune moment; it was the day following the vietory of Antietam,
and this great decision was like a response to the invasion of the
States that had remained loyal to the Union by the Confederate
army. Had he taken this step sooner, he would have failed in his
duties to the Constitution; if he had delayed longer, he would
have exposed himself to the charge of having neglected a power
ful means of bringing the war to a close. On the 22d of Sep
tember, America learned that the President had proclaimed the
complete abolition of slavery in all the States in rebellion against
the Union. He had only confided this final determination to :Mr.
Seward, the true statesman of his cabinet, and when the journals
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of Washington published the proclamation signed by the one and
oountersigned by the other, the newspaper controversy which had
just been revived after the great excitement caused by the inva
sion of ]\[aryland was for a moment suspended, just as the
murmurs of a crowd are hushed when a clap of thunder suddenly
bursts over their heads.

Declaring that the object of the war, as in the past, was the re
establishment of the CoIl8titution, that. the offers of compensation
he had submitted to Congress in favor of the States who should
abolish sla\'ery would be maintained and renewed, recapitulating
the provisions of the law of March 13th, which prohibited the
military from interfering in the search for fugit.ive negroes, and
that cl July 17th, proclaiming the enfranchisement of all slaves
whose masters were in rebellion against the Constitution,-Mr.
Lincoln announced that the Federal government should regard
the !!ervile institution as abolished in all the States, Territories or
count.ie.'i which should not have come back into the Union by the
1st of January, 1863.

A·shout of joy from the abolition party hailed this plain and
categorical declaration; nothing more was wanted to exasperate
the Democratic party, especially in the border States. Many per
sons both wise and enlightened felt aggrieved at this proclamation,
calculated to produce discord; they could not understand that its
obja>t was to maintain, as the President was bound to do, the
constitutional rights of the States loyal to the Union, and that it
Illerely endorsed the fact, which was daily becoming more palpa
ble, that the Federal government could no longer protect slavery
in those States which for the last eighteen months had been in
open rebellion against its authority. The masses throughout the
country, although more and more hO!ltile to slavery in principle,
received the proclamation with a certain degree of astonishment,
and Mr. Lincoln, without having anything to regret, was obliged
u> acknowledge that in this instance he had forestalled public
opinion.

The Democratic party felt this, and determined to take ad
"an t.age of it. This party numbered many sincere patriots, who
'lad sacrificed all their political alliances to sustain the legal au
bori ty of the President elected by their opponents, but who,
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ne,-ertheless, firmly believed in the neressity of maintaining and
protecting slavery. They continued to support the Fedef'.ll gov
ernment in the struggle it had undertaken against the South, but
resolved to thwart it'> policy by trying to regain a majority in
Congrcss, which was to be partially renewed before its next meet
ing. Their plan of action was perfectly defined in the order
issued by General McClellan on the 7th of October, which we
have quoted els('where, wherein, after reminding his solcliers of
their duty to obey without questioning the orders of the Presi
dent, who was their government superior, he added that it was
in their power to rectify the errors of the government by their
ballots at the next election.

These elections proved, in fact, favorable' to Democratic l#\ndi
dates, and of one hundred and twenty-four representatives elected
in the early part of November, sixty-seven belonged to this party;
the gonrnment thus lost fifty-one votes, and instead of a majority
of forty-one, it found it"elf' in a minority of ten. This remit,
without changing its policy, compelled it to be more conciliatory
toward the party which had just achieved such a success than it
had been in the past.

Congress assembled on the 1st of December.. The subject of
emancipation occupied an important space in the President's mes
sage. He treated the question in a simple and dignified manner,
with a moderation and logical force which showed that his strong
and upright mind was gathering strength amid the extraordinary
difficulties of the situation. After clearly demonstrating that the
division of the republic into several nationalities was a thing im
possible, that the same Constitution must govern all its parts and
represent their common interest as in the past, he asserted that
unless the supremacy of slavery was recogni7.ed, it was ne<.'t'S8ary
to fix a term for the existence of that institution. It was the
cause of the war; by condemning it in a definite manner, this
fatal struggle would be speedily ended, and no sacrifi('e should be
considered too great t~) secure that objeet. No change was to be
introduced in the measures adopted to put down slavery in the
States which persisted in their rebellion against the national au
thority. The confiscation laws should ('ontinue to be enforced.
The proclamation of September 22<1, which was to go into opera-



EMANCIPATION. 745

tion on the 1st of January, 1863, was communi<>ated to Congr~

simply by way of information, Ilnd not submitted to its sanction,
the President having acted in the plenitude of the powers which
had been conferred upon him. But Congress in its turn had to
decide graver questions yet. The moment had arrived for grap
pling with the very principle of slavery anel solving the question
by a modification of the Federal compact. Resuming his projl.'Ct
of emancipating the slaves by compensating thc owners who had
remained loyal to the Federal laws, Mr. Lincoln proposed a con
stitutional amendment to Congress guaranteeing an indemnity to
all the Stau.'S who should proclaim the emancipation of slaves,
either immediate or gradual, provided it should be accomplished
befor~ the close of the present century. All the slaves emanci
pated by the chances of war should be declarl.'<1 definitely free,
but those owners who had taken no part in the rebellion should
be entitled to compensation. Finally, while acknowledging the
want of succc.."S that had attended the emigration plans, and con
demning the prejudices against the colored race which had gen
erally inspired them, he asked Congress to encourage them if
they were deemed practicable.

This was the sum total of the propositions contained in the
proclamation of September 22d characterizing the policy to be fol
lowed by the government in the future. In those States which,
being at war against the Constitution, could no longer invoke its
protection in behalf of their particular laws, he disposed of the
question in a radical way by no longer' recognizing the servile
institution. Where this institution had still a legal existence, he
proposed to abolish it gradually by observing all the prescribed
forms--that is to say, by a two-thirds vote of each House of Con
gress and the sanction of the State legislatures in three-foUlihs
of the States. In order to accompli8h thi8 object, he recom
mended the adoption of a compromise, which, not being entirely
satisfactory either to the partisans of absolute and immediate
abolition or those who favored' the pure and simple maintenance
of slavery, might serve as a common ground for all the sup
porters of the Union to rally upon.

The problem of slavery was at last placed before the nation by
its fimt magistrate in a truly statesmanlike manner, without pa.'l-
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sion and without illusion. But however wise this proJlO!'ition
may have been, it was to meet with too much opposition from
both parties to admit of its being adopted as a whole. Tho:;e
who should have been most eager to accept it, if they had under
stood their own interest." were the first to reject it. They thus
allowed the opportunity to pass of facilitating the transition from
slave to free lahor; amI when, two years later, the constitutional
amendment was passed as the conseqence of Northern victories,
it determined the final abolition of slavery under a much more
radical form.

The President's proposition required to be maturely considered
by both houses. Before confronting such an ordeal, it was neces
sary that it should be discussed by the press and thoroughly sus
tained by public opinion. Whilst this great debate wa.c; pending,
both parties, whose forces were now more equally balanced in
Congress, began contending about the text of the proclamation
of September 22d. The Democrats attacked it as unconstitu
tional in the House of Representatives, where their strength was
greater than in the Seuate. Bllt the government came off victo
rious, having obtained on the 15th of December a majority of
seventeen votes upon this question. Nothing was left for the
President to do hut to enforce the measures he had allnounced
on the 22d of September. On the 1st of January, 1863, he
affixed his signature to another and final proclamation, declaring
slavery abolished in the States then at war against the Constitu
tion. The list of these States comprised Arkansas, Texas, Mis
sissippi, Alabama, Florina, Georgia, the two Carolinas, and, finally,
Louisiana and Virginia, with the exception of those districts
which were under the Federal authority. The proclamation nat
urally did not extend to the States of Maryland and Delaware,
which had never participated in the rebellion; nor to Kentucky
or Missouri, which, although rent by civil war, had not voted for
sccc.-"Sion; nor even to Tennessee, which within the last year had
legally returned to the fold of the Union.

This proclamation, sufficient to render the name of its author
illustrious, marked the beginning of a year which was to witness
still more sanguinary scenes than the year 1862. It also inau
gurated a new epoch, and the conflict, freed from the remem·
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brall<~ of past concessions. llSSumed henceforth its real charactt'r.
It could only be ended by the entire abolition of slavery upon
the soil of the reconstituted republic, or by the triumph of this
institution over the largest portion of the American continent
under the protection of the Confederacy, a~rnndized and all
powerful. At the period where we left off the rCl~ital of military
events after the terrible defeat of the Federals at Fredericksburg,
their serious disaster before Vicksburg amI their fruitless victory
of Murfreesborough, the most sanguine optimists of the North
were beginning to doubt the success of their c-ause.
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NOTES.

NOTE A, PAGE 71.
SINCE the foregoing pages were printed we have received addi

tional information which compels us to correct a statement relative
to General Keyes. He did not arrive on the field of battle at Fair
Oaks with Peck's brigade, as we had believed. He was on the ground
almost from the commencement of the battle, and some time before the
moment when he directed this brigade what position it should take.

NOTE B, PAGE 148.

Reports of the Federal and COlifederate armies, to explain Ihe fir8t book.

I.-REPORT OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC

ON THE 1ST OF APRIL, 1862.

N. B. The troops marked thus (*) did not form part of those which landed
at Fortress Monroe.

Those marked thus (t) joined McClellan after he had landed.
The brigades where dots (...... ) are substituted for the name of the com

mander were without regular commanders, and under the orde1'J! of the seniol
colonel.

CfJmmander-in-chief, MAJOR-GENERAL MCCLELLAN.

Chief of Staff, Brigadier-general Marcy.
Adjutant-general, Brigadier-general 8. Williams.
Chief of Cavalry, Brigadier-general Stoneman.
In8peclar-general, Colonel Sackett.
Chief of Engineer8, Brigadier-general Barnard.
Chief of Topographical Engineer8, Brigadier-general Humphreys.
Surgeon-in-chief, Doctor TripleI'.
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Quartermaster·general, Brigadier-general Van Vliet.
Chief Commil'sary oj Subs-is/ence, Colonel Clarke.
Chief of Ordnance, Colonel Kingsbury.
PrQt'08t MurshrLl-general, Brigadier-general Andrew Porter.
Judge Advocate, Colonel Gantt.
Chief of the Signal Corps, Major Myer.
Chief of Telegraphy, Major Eckert.
Dit'uio1t of Resert'e Cavalry, Brigadier-general P. St. George Cooke.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-general Emory.
2d Brigadier-general Blake.
Artillery Reserve, Colonel Hunt.
14 Regular batteries, 80 gullS.
4 Volunteer batteries, 20 gullS.

Brigade of Engineers, Brigadier-general ·Woodbury.
2 Volunteer regiments.
3 Companies of regulars.

Siege park batteries, Colonel Tyler.
1 Regiment.

Infantry ReseTt'e, Brigadier-general Sykes.
8 BattaliollS of regulars, 1 regiment.

1st CORPS, * Major-general McDowell.
Brigade of cavalry, 4 regiments.
Sharp8hooters, 1 regiment.
t lst Divisioll, Brigadier-gEneral Franklin.
Artillery, 1 Regular battery, 6 gun8.

.. 3 Volunteer batteries, 16 guns.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-general Kearny, 4 regiments.
2d .. Brigadier-general Slocum, 4 regiments.
3d .. Brigadier-general Newton, 4 regiments.
t 2d Division, Brigadier-general McCall.
* (Pennsylvania Reserve8.)
Artillery. 1 Regular battery, 6 gum!.

" ~ Volunteer batteries, 16 guns.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-general Reynolds, 4 regiments.
2d " Brigadier-general Meade, 4 regiments.
3d " Brigadier-general Ord, 4 regiments.
1 Independent regiment.
3d Dimion, Brigadier-general King.
A,'tillery. 1 Regular battery, 6 guns.

.. 3 Volunteer batteries, 18 gUllS.
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1st Brigade, ...... , 4 regiments.
2d " Brigadier-general Patrick, 4 regiments.
3d " Brigadier-general Augur, 4 regiments.

2d CORPS, Brigadier-general Sumner.
Cavalry. Colonel Farnsworth, 1 regiment.
1st DivilJion, Brigadier-general Richardson.
Artillery. 1 Regular battery, 6 guns.

3 Vulunteer batteries, 18 guns.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-general Howard, 4 regiments.
2d II Brigadier-general Meagher, 3 regiments.
3d " Brigadier-general French, 4 regiments.
2d DiIMion, Bril,"1ldier-general Sedgwick.
Artillery. 1 Regular battery, 6 guns.

" 3 Volunteer batteries, 18 gum•.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-general Gorman, 4 regiments.
2d " Brigadier-general Burns, 4 regiments.
3d II Brigadier-general Dana, 4 regiments.
3d Division, Brigadier-general Blenker.
Artillery. 3 Volunteer batteries, 18 guns.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-general Stahel, 4 regiments.
2d II Brigadier-general Von Steinwehr, 4 regiments.
3d " Colonel Schimmelpfcnnig, 4 regiments.
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3d CoRN, Brigadier-general Heintzelman.
Cavalry. Colonel Averill, 1 rl'giment.
1st Division, Brigadier-general F. Porter.
Artillery. 1 Regular battl'ry, 6 guns.

3 Volunteer batteries, 18 guns.
ht Brigade, Brigadier-general Martindale, 5 regiments.
2d " Brigadier-gl'neral Morrell, 4 regiments.
3d " Brigadier-gpneral Butterfield, 5 regiments.
Independent sharpshooters, 1 regiment.
2d Diti~ion, Brigadier-general Hooker.
Artillery. 1 Regular battery, 6 guns.

3 Volunteer batteries, 16 guns.
1st Brigade (Excelsior), Brigadier·general Sickles, 5 regiments.
2d " Brigadier-general Naglee, 4 regiments.
3d " Colonel Starr, 4 regiments.
3d Division, Brigadier-general Hamilton.
Artillery. 1 Regular battery, 6 guns.
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Artillery. 2 Volunteer batteries, 12 guns.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-general Jameson, 4 regiments.
2d " Brigadier-general Birney, 4 regiments.
3d " Brigadier-general Berry, 4 regiments.

4th CORPS, Brigadier-ge~eral Keyes.

1st Division, Brigadier-general Couch.
Artillery. 4 Regular batteries, 18 guns.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-general Graham, 5 regiments.
2d Brigadier-general Peck, 5 regiments.
3d " , 4 regiments.
2d Division, Brigadier-general W. F. Smith.
Artillery. ] Regular battery, 6 guns.

3 Volunteer batteries, 16 guns.
bt Brigade, Brigadier-general Hancock, 4 regiments.
2d Brigadier-general Brooks, 5 regiments.
3d Brigadier-general Davidson, 4 regiments.
3d Dit'isioll, Brigadier-general Casey.
Artillery. 4 Volunteer batteries, 22 guns.
1st Brigade. Brigadier-general Keim, 4 regiments.
2d Brigadier-general Palmer, 5 regiments.
3d . .... , 5 regiments.

* 5th CORPS, Major-general Banks.
Cavalry llivision, 8 regiments.
1 RegimeIlt of Independent infantry.
1st Dit'i.~ion. Brigadier-general Williams.
Artillery. 1 Hegular battery, 6 guns.

" 6 Volunteer batteries, 32 guns.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-general Abercrombie, 4 regiments.
2d " , 4 regiments.
3d " , 6 regiments.
2d Dil,ision, Brigadier-general Shields.
Artillery. 1 Heg-ular battery, 6 guns.

" 4 Volunteer batteries, 21 guns.
1st Brigade, , 6 regiments.
211 , ;) regiments.
3d " , 6 regiJuent8.
*Garrison of Wllshington, Brigadier-general Wadsworth.
Infantry, 23 regiments.
Artillery in position, 7 regiments.
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Cavalry, 2 regiments.
Dt'iplit of cavalry, 4 regiments.
* Garrison of Baltimore, Major-general Dix.
Infantry, 13 regiments.
Cavalry, 2 regiments.
Artillery, 1 Regular battery.

" 4 Regular batteries.
" Provost-guard.

Regular cavalry, 1 regiment.
Regular infantry, 2 battalions.

GENE~L HEADQUARTERS.

Cavalry, 3 !'quadrons.
Infantry, 1 eompany.
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n.-REPORT OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC
ON THE 27TH OF JUNE, 1862.

2d CORPS, Sumner; 17,581 men strong.
1st Division, Richard'lOn. 1st Brigade, CnldweIl; 2d Brigade,

Meagher; 3d Bri~nde, French.
2d Divi8ion, Sedgwick. 1st Brigade, Gorman j 2d Brigade, Burns;

3d Brigade, Abercrombie.
3d CouPS, Heintzelman; 18,810 men strong.

1st Division, Hooker. 1st Brigade, Sickles; 2d Brigade, Grover;
3d Brigade, Starr.

2d Diviswn, Kearny. 1st Brigade, ...... ; 2d Brigade, Birney j 3d
Brigade, Berry.

4th CORPS, Keyes, 14,610 men strong.
1st Division, Couch. 1st Brigade, Graham; 2d Brigade, ...... j 3d

Brigade, Howe.
2d Division, Peck. 1st Brigadc, Keirn; 2d Brigade, Palmer; 3d

Brigade, Naglc!'.
5th CORPS, Franklin; 19,405 men strong.

1st Division, Sloeum. 1st Brigade, Newton; 2d Brigade, Taylor;
3d Brigade, Bartlett.

2d Division, Smith. 1st Brigade, Hancock; 2d Brigade, Brooks;
3d Brigade, Davidson.

6th CORPS, F. Porter; 19,960 men strong.
1st Division, Morrell. 1st Brigade, Martindale; 2d Brigade,

Griffin; 3d Bri.!.!ade, Butterfield.
VOL. II.-48
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2d Division, Sykes. 1st Brigade (regular), Major RUSi!cll; 2d
Brigade, Warren.

Independent Division, McCall; 9514 men.
(Pennsylvania Reserves.)

1st Brigade, Reynolds; 2d Brigade, Meade; 3d Brigade, Seymour.

III. REPORT OF THE CO~FEDERATEARMY AT WILLIAMS
BGRG AXD FAIR OAKS.

Weare not in possession of official documents to prepare full state
ments of the reports prior to the 26th of June, 18H2, and can only
give the following outline.

On the 4th of May the army under Johnston at Yorktown, num
bering about 55,000 men, was divided into four divisions:

1st, Magruder; 4 brigades, under D. R. Jones.
2d, G. Smith; 8 brigades, under Wilcox, A. P. Hill, Pickett, Colston,

Hampton, Hood, Hatton and Whiting.
3d, D. H. Hill; 4 bri/:,'11des, under Early, Rhodes, Garlal}d and

Rains.
4th, Longstreet; 4 or 5 brigades, under McLaws, Kershaw, Semml'S

and R. H. Anderson.
On the 30th of May the army under Johnston at Richmond, about

70,000 strong, was divided into six divisions ;
1st, Magruder; 6 brigades.
2d, Smith; 7 brigades, under Wilcox and Colston, Hampton, Hood,

Hatton and Whiting.
3d, D. H. Hill; 4 brigades, under Early, Rhodes, Garland aud

Rains.
4th, Longstreet; 4 brigade.s, under McLaws, Kershaw, Semml'S and

R. H. Anderson.
5th, A. P. Hill; 2 or 3 brigade.", under G. B. Anderson and Branch•

. 6th, Huger; 3 brigades, under Pryor, Mahone and Pickett.
Holmes' division, comprising the three brigades under Ripley, Law

ton and Drayton, numbering 15,000 men, rejoined the army on the
2d of June.

From the month of June, General Lee's reports enable us to give
the most exact particulars.
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IV. REPORT OF THE ARMY OF XORTHERN VIRGIXIA
ON TH~; 26TH OF JUNE, 1862.

Commander-in-chief, R. E.. LEE.

1st CORPS, Longstreet.

1st Division, Longstreet. 1st Brigade, Kemper; 2d Brigade, R. H.
Anderson; 3d Brigade, Pickett; 4th Brigade, Wilcox; 5th Brigade,
Prvor.

2d Division, A. P. Hill. 1st Brigade, .J. R. Anderson; 2d Brigade,
l\L Gregg; 3d Brigade, Archer; 4th Brigade, Field; 5th Brigade,
Branch; 6th Brigade, Pcnder.

2d CoRPS, Jackson.

1st Divi11ion, Jackson. ht Brigade (Stonewall), Winder; 2d Brigade,
Cunningham; 3d Brigade, Fulkerstonc; 4th Brigade, Lawton.

2d Division, Ewell. lst Brigade, Elzey (afterward Early); 2d
Brigade, Trimble; 3d Brigade, Seymour.

3d Divi11ion, ·Whiting. 1st Brigade, Hood; 2d Brigade, Laws.
4th Division, D. H. Hill. 1st Brigade, Rhodes; 2d Brigade, Col

quitt; 3d Brigade, Garland; 4th Brigade, G. B. Anderson; 5th
Brigade, Ripley.

3d CoRPS, Magruder.

1st Division, Magruder. 1st Brigade, Howell Cobb; 2d Brigade,
Griffith.

2d Dil/ision, D. R. Jones. 1st Brigade, Toombs; 2d Brigade, G. T.
Anderson.

3d Division, McLaws. 1st Brigade, Kershaw; 2d Brigade,
Semmes.

Huger's Division. lst Brigade, Armistead; 2d Brigade, Ransom;
3d Brigade, Mahone; 4th Brigade, 'Vright.

Holmes's Divi.~ion. lst Brigade, Wise; 2d Brigade, Daniel j 3d
Brigade, Walker.

Cavalry Division, Stuart; 9 regiments.
Reserve Artillery, Pendleton.

The exact strength of this army has never been officially stated,
but it is easy to furm a calculation. It compriscd thirty-seven active
brigades, averaging five regiments each. Allowing only four hundred
and fifty men to every regiment-that is to say, less than one half of
the normal force-we gct at the fig-me of two thousand two hundred
and fifty men lIB the strength of eneh brigade, making the total num
ber of Confederate infantry eighty-three thousand two hundred and
fifty men. The nine regiments of ~tuart's eavalry could not count
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less than four thousand fiye hundred sabres, nor Pendleton's I'CSen'e
k~:; thau one thousand five hundred artillerists, while the various staffs,
escorts and detachments mustered between four and five thousaud,
making a total of about ninety-four thousand men. 'Ve also obtain
this figure through another calculation. In the month of July, a few
days after the battles of Gaines' Mill, Glendale and Malvern, the army
report~ cxhibired a total of sixty-nine thousand five hundred and fifty
four men present in the field. By adding the tWl>nty thousand lOilt in
killed, wounded and prisoners in those battles to the first figure, and
five thousand crippled or sick incapacitated for active service after a
week of forced marches, we still find the figure of ninety-four thou
sand men us the actual effective force of the Confederate army on the
2Hth of .June.

Aceording to detailed accounts, the following are the losses of this
army by divisions from the 26th of June to the 1st of July:

Loni-rstreet, 4429; A. P. Hill, 3870; Ewell, 987; Whiting, 1081 ;
D. H. Hill, 3955; Magruder, about 1000; Jones, 832; l\IcLaws, 300;
Huger, 1612; Artillery, 44. Totu!, 18,961, of which number the
priSOllPrS amounted to scarcely 900. The losses of Stuart's and
Jacksou's divisions are not given in this estimate. A.ll the latter had
bceu very much engaged, the aggregate amount of these losses may
be estimated at 20,000 men.

:KOTE C, PAGE 251.

Reports of the Federal and Confederate Armies, to explain the third book.

I. REPORT OF TIlE FEDERAL ARMIES IN VIRGINIA
ON THY. 15TH OF AUGl:ST, 1862.

Army of the Potomac-l\IAJOR-GENERAL McCLELLAN.

2d CoRPS, Sumner.
1st Dit'iJ1ion, Richardson. 1st Brigade, Caldwell; 2d Brigade,

)Ieagher; 3d Brigade, French.
2d DiL~ion, Sedgwick. 1st Brigade, ...... ; 2d Brigade, Burns;

3d Brigade, Abercrombie.

3d CORPS, Heintzelman.

1st Divi8ion, Hooker. ht Brigade, Sickles; 2d Brigade, Grover;
3d Brigade, Carr.

2d lJit'iJ1ion, Kearny. 1st Brigade, Robertson; 2d Brigade, Bir
ney; 3d Brigade, Berry.
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1st Division, Couch.
Brigade, Howe.

~d Division, Peck.
Brigade, Naglce.

4th CoRPS, Keyes.
1st Brigade, ...... ; 2d Brigade, ...... ,3d

1st Brigade, ...... ; 2d Brigade, Palmer; 3d

TntR1.

13,228
18,671
21,479

53,378

5th CoRPS, Franklin.
1st Division, Slocum. 1st Brigade, Newton; 2d Brigade, Taylor;

3d Brigade, Bartlett.
2d Division, Smith. 1st Brigade, Hancock; 2d Brigade, Brooks;

3d Brigade, Davidson.
6th CoRPS, F. Porter.

1st Division, Morrell. 1st Brigade, Martindale; 2d Brigade, But
terfield; 3d Brigade, Griffin.

2d Division, Sykes. 1st Brigade, Warren; 2d Brigade (regular),
Buchanan.

Independent Division, Reynolds.
(Pennsylvania Reserves.)

1st Brigade, ...... ; 2d Brigade, Meade; 3d Brigade, Seymour.
Cavalry Divi<!ion, Stoneman. 1st Brigade, Averill; 2d Brigade,

Pleasonton.
Army of Virginia,* MAJOR-GEYERAL POPE.

l"t CORPS, Siegel (formerly the army of the mountain).
1st Division, Schenck. 1st Brigade, McLean; 2d Brigade, Stahe!.
2d .Di11i8ion, Von Steinwehr. 1st Brigade, Bohlen.

* The followin~ is the official e8timatc of Popc's forces on the 31st of July;
but in giving it the gencral-in-ehicf remarks that the figures Ilre exaggerated,
Ci'pecially 118 regards Banks' corps, which did not in fact numLer more thun
8000 combatants:

Infantry. Arllllory. ea.-Iry.

1_t corp1! 10,55C1 94) 1730
2d corp" 13,343 1224 4104
3d corpl' 17,604 971 2904

Total... 41,497 3143 8738

To be deducted, a bri~de of infantry at WinchCflt"r......... 2.500}
.. " one regiment and a battery at Front Royal 1000 6,500
" .. cavalry out of service 3000

Total 46,878
The three corps composing this army before the arrival of the Ninth are here

distinguished by the particular number assigned to them by General Pope. As
80011 W! they were mustered back into the army of the Potomac they resnmed
thpir former enumeration. McDowell's corps became once more the Finlt,
Banks' the Fiftn and Siegel's the Eleventh.
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3d Division, Schurz. 1st Brigade, Krysanowsky; 2d Brigade,
Schimmelpfennig j Milroy's Brigade.

2d C<>RPS, Banks.

1st Division, Williams. 1st Brigade, Crawford j 2d Brigade, Gor
don; 3d Brigade, Gorman.

2d Division, Augur. 1st Brigade, Prince; 2d Brigade, Geary; 3d
Brigade, Green.

3d CoRPS, McDowell.

1st Division, Ricketts. 1st Brigade, Tower; 2d Brigade, Hart..-,'Uff;
3d Brigade, Carroll; 4th Brigade, Duryea.

2d Division, King. 1st Brigade, Patrick; 2d Brigade, Doubleday;
3d Brigade, Gibbon; 4th Brigade, Hatch.

3d Division, Sturgis. 1st Brigade, Piatt; 2d Brigade, .

9th INDEPENDENT CoRPS, Burnside.

1st Division, Reno. 1st Brigade, ; 2d Brigade, .
2d Division, Stevens. 1st Brigade, ; 2d Brigade ..
3d Division, Parke. 1st Brigade, ; 2d Brigade, .
Cavalry Division, Cox. 1st Brigade, Bayard; 2d Brigade, Buford.

II. REPORT OF THE AR~IY OF THE POTOMAC *
ON TilE 15TH OF SEPTE.'IIBER, 1862.

Commander-in-chief, MAJOR-GENERAL MCCLELLAN.
RIGHT WING, Burnside.

1st CoRPS, Hooker; 14,850 men strong.
1st Division, Meade. 1st Brigade, Seymour; 2d Brigade, Galiagher;

3d Brigade, Magilton.
2d Division, Ricketts. 1st Brigade, Hartsuff; 2d Brigade, Chris

tian; 3d Brigade, Duryea.
3d Division, Doubleday. 1st Brigade, Patrick; 2d Brigade, Gib

bon; 3d Brigade, Phelps.

9th CoRPS, Reno (afterward Cox); 13,819 men strong.

1st Division, C>ox. 1st Brigade, Crook j 2d Brigade, Brooks; 3d
Brigade, Scammon.

2d Division, Wilcox. 1st Brigade, ...... ; 2d Brigade, ..
3d Division, Sturgis. 1st Brigade, Ferrero; 2d Brigade, .

* The garrison at Washington is not comprised in this exhibit.
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4th Division, Rodman. 1st Brigade, Harland; 2d Brigade,
Fairchild.

CENTRE, Sumner.
2d CoRPS, Sumner; 18,813 men strong.

1st Division, Richardson. 1st Brigade, Caldwell; 2d Brigade,
Meagher.

2d Dit-ision, Sedgwick. 1st Brigade, Gorman; 2d Brigade, Dana;
3d Brigade, Howard·,

3d DiviJlion, French. 1st Brigade, Max Weber; 2d Brigade, Kim
ball; 3d Brigade, Dwight Morris.

2d CORPS, Mansfield; 10,126 men strong.
1st Division, Williams. 1st Brigade, Crawford; 2d Brigade,

Gordon.
3d Division, Green. 1st Brigade, Goodwich; 2d Brigade, ......

LEFT WING, Franklin.
6th CORPS, Franklin; 12,300 men strong.

1st Dim¥ion, Slocum. 1st Brigade, Newton; 2d Brigade, Torbert;
3d Brigade, Bartlett.

2d Dim'slon, Smith. 1st Brigade, Hancock; 2d Brigade, Brooks ;
3d Brigade, Irwin.

Independent Division, Couch. 1st Brigade, ...... ; 2d Brigade, ......

7th INDEPENDENT CoRPS, Porter; 12,030 men strong.
1st Divi-!1.·on, Morrell. 1st Brigade, Martindale; 2d Brigade,

Griffin; 3d Brigade, Butterfield.
2d .Qil'ision, Sykes. 1st Brigade (regular), Captain' Dyer; 2d

Brigade, 'Varren.
Humphrey's Division (joined the army September 18th). 1st

Brigade, ....... ; 2d Brigade, ......
Cavalry DivisiQ"n, PIC8ilonton; 4320 men. 1st Brigade, ......

2d Brigade, ......

III. REPORT OF TilE ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA
ON TIlE 15TH OF SEPTEMBER, 1862.

Commander-in-chief, R. E. LEE.

Longstreet's command.

1st Divi/fion, Pickett. 1st Brigade, Kemper, 4 regiments; 2d
Brigade (formerly Pickett's), 5 regiments.
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2d Division, Walker. 1st Brigade, Ransom, 4 regimenti', 1 battery;
2d Brigade (formerly Walker), 4 regiments, 1 battery.

3d Divisioll, Hood. 1st Brigade, Andel'8On, ,) regiments; 2d
Brigade, Law, 4 regiments; 3d Brigade, Wofford, 4 regiments of
infilOtry, 1 of cavalry, 3 batteries; 4th Brigade, Toombs, 4 regiments;
5th Brigade, Jenkins, 4 regiments; 6th Brigade, Evans, ,) regiments,
1 battery.

4th Division, ~IcLaws. 1st Brigade, Drayton, 3 regiments; 2d
Brigade, Barksdale, 4 regiments; 3d Brigade, Ken;haw, 4 regiments,
1 battery; 4th Brigade, Semmes, 4 regiments; 5th Brigade, C'Qbb, ,)
regimenti'.

5th Division, Andel'8On. 1st Brigade, Wright, 4 regiments; 2d
Brigade. Armistead, 4 regiments; 3d Brigade, Wilcox, ,) regiments;
4th Brigade, Pryor, 4 regiments; 5th Brigade, Featherstone, 4 regi
ments; 6th Brigade, Mahone, 4 regiments.

Jackson's command.

1st DiviBion, Starke. 1st Brigade, Winder (afterward Grigsby), 3
regiments, 2 batteries; 2d B-!"igade, Taliaferro (afterward Warren),
4 regiments; 3d Brigade, Stafford, 5 regiments, 1 buttery; 4th Bri
gade, JonC:l (afterward Johnston), 4 regiments.

2d Division, Ewell. 1:;t Brigade, La"1on, 4 regiments; 2d Bri
gade, Early, 6 ref,riments; 3d Brigade, Hay, 4 regiments; 4th
Brigade, Trimble, 2 regiments.

3d Division, A. P. Hill. 1st Brigade, Branch, 4 regiments; 2d Bri
gade, Gregg, 3 regim('llt~; 3d Brigade, Field, 3 regimento; 4th
Brigade, Pender, 3 regiments; 5th Brigade, Archer, 3 regiments,
1 battery.

Independent Divi.'!ion, D. H. Hill. 1st Brigade, Rhodes, 4 regi
ments; 2d Brigade, McRae, 4 regiments; 3d Brigade, Ripley, 4
regiment~; 4th Brigade, Anderson, 4 regiments; 5th Brigade, Col
quitt, 4 regiment~.

Division of cavalry, Stuart. 1st Brigade, Hampton, 3 regiments;
2d Brigade, Fitzhugh Lee,3 regiments; 3d Brigade, Jones, 3 regi
ments. Re.,crve artillery, Pendleton, 88 pieces.

NOTE D, PAGE 293.

It is impossible for us to enter into the details of the discussions to
which General Porter's conduct on the 29th of' August, 1862, gave

- ...
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rise; but the impartiality which it is our earnest desire to preserve in
commenting upon the events of that day, compels us to say a few
words on the subject of the accullations directed againllt that officer
\Ve shall pass over in silence the charges of incapacity, cowardice
and trea80n. These are belied by Porter's whole career, who, both &.'1

a soldier and a chieftain, had been tried on more than one battle-field,
and whose devotion to the cause he served cannot be called into ques
tion. \Ve shall only speak of those which rest upon fact.'! or definite
specifications. After his defeat, General Pope cen.Qured his lieutenant
for not having prevented the junction of Jackson and Long~treet, by
placing himself between them on the Gainesville and Groveton road.
He asser~ that this manreuvre was practicable, and that it would
have assured the defeat of the Confederates. It was in consequence
of this accusation that Porter was tried and condemned. At a later
period, when the facts became more fully known, and the official re
ports of the Confederate generals were given to the public, it was
shown that the junction of the two Confederate corps was effected
long before Porter could have reached the point which had been in
dicated to him. From that moment the principal charges brought
against him by the publication of General Pope have been modified
and restricted. Pope has blamed him for not having left the Gaines
ville road, which had been designated to him in hill first instructions,
to move to the right in the direction of Groveton, and attack the
extremity of Longstreet's line; and the junction of the laW~r with
JUl'kslJn, conceded to have been accomplished at the out.'!ct of the
battle, is no longer in question.

Thus far the cen.'!ure is well founded, although it must be acknow
ledged that, in order to execute such a movement, Porter would have
been oblig<-'<1 to change the direction he had been ordercd to follow in
his formal instructions. It is evident that Porter, when he found him
self unable to follow this direction, instead of remaining iuactive,
should have endeavored to find the enrmy, and, notwithstnnding the
fatigue of his troops, should not have waited for new instnll'tions to
take part in the battle, the sound of which reached him on his right.
But this kind of cemmre might have been applied with equal force to
many of the generals of both parties during the war, without subjrct
ing them to any other penalty beyond the blame of their chief;;; and
the contradictory orders that Pope's lieutenants had been receiving for
SOille days may, to a certain extent, plead in excuse of Porter's fatal
hesitation. General Pope has weakened the effect of thi~ second
charge by his immoderate course, and by presenting the filcts in a
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light which does not hear investigation. On the one hand, he llS8ert.~

that he ordered Porter to attack the enemy's right, and assumes that
he wilfully disobeyed him in not fulfilling his instructions. Now, thi~

order, as we have already stated, was only despatched at half-past four
o'clock, and Porter declared that he did not receive it until the mo
ment when night rendered its execution impossible. The movements
of the several corps had been so frequently countermanded, that the
officers of the general staH' were unable to ascertain the exact position
of each, so that the delay in the tran.~n'1ission of that order is not to
be wondered at. On the other hand, Pope, in his anxiety to prove
that Porter's inaction had permitted the enemy to concentn\te all hi.,;

forl..'e8 upon that portion of his line which wa.~ defended qy Juck.-,,<.III,
quotes the official report of the lutter. But he has made a mistake in
the dates, a.~ we have ascertained by examining a collection of Con
federate reports on the campaigns of Virginia, published in Richmond
in 1864 (vol. ii., p. 96); the quotation he produc~ ha." reff'rcnce to
the 30th of August, and not the 29th. This explanation will suffice
to show how important it is to be circumspect in examining the vuri
ous documents that have been published on both sides if one wkhes
to arrive at the exact truth.

NOTE E, PAGE 367.
The part played by Burnside at the battle of Antietam has been the

subject of a long and heated discussion in the North. Gcnerall\Ic
Clellan in his excellent report has severely, but without bitterness,
criticised the insufficiency of his lieutenant's attack upon the right
wing of the Confederates in the early part of the day. He particu
larly censures him for having kept his army corps inactive, which
might have bcen employed elsewhere if the pa."Sage of the river had
been found impracticable. Mr. Swinton goes still farther, and accuses
Burnside of huving through his inaction prevented Me-Clellan from
driving the enemy's army into the Potomac. The biographer of
Burnside, Mr. 'Voodbury, has replied to these accusution.~ with great
warmth, blaming McClellan, on the other hand, for not having ordered
Porter to muke the same effort that he had exucted from the Ninth
corps. He seeks to justify Burnside for not huving crossed the An
tiet.'l.1l1 before two o'clock by showing the heavy losses experienced by
his corps. This explanation is not satisfactory for two reasons; in the
first place, because the greater part of these losses were sustained after
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the passage, in the battle fought on the other side of the river with A.
P. Hill's troops-R battle whieh would not have taken place if the
passage had been effected a few hours sooner--and also beeau"e the
Bucce.",,,ive attacks, made with insufficient forces, cost a larger Fnerifice
of life than would have been incurred in a single general attaek made
at the outset. It will presently be seen that Burnside, having become
general-in-ehief, did not have the same scruples in hurling his divi"ions
against the formidable position of Marye's Hill. Finally, .Mr. Wood
bury Ftates that Lee would not have committed the fault of strippiJi~

his right in the presence of the whole of the Ninth corps. This
ll.'lSertion is contradicted by the report of the Confederate general
himself, who says that he had Icft the defence of the approaches to the
bridge of the Rohrersville road to Toombs' brigade alone.

NOTE F, PAGE 582.
Several writers who have !'ought to throw the re.~ponsibility of the

defeat upon Franklin have stated that he was ordered to make s
general attack upon the enemy's right, and that the attack on .Marye's
Hill was not to take place until after the success of this decisive move
ment. An examination of the documents written at the very time
of the action completely disproves this ll.'lSertion. 'Ve give below the
entire text of BUrJIside's order to Franklin. The reader will judge
for himself:

"General Hardie will carry thh. despatch to you, and remain with
you during the day. The general commanding directs that you keep
your whole command in position for a rapid movement down the old
Richmond road, and you will send out at once a division, at lell8t, to
Pll."~ helow Smithfield, to seize, if possible, the heights near Captain
Hamilton's on this side of the l\Iassaponax, taking care to kCl'p it well
supported and its line of retreat open. He has ordered another
column of a division or more to be moved from General Sumner's
command up the Plank road to its intersection of the Telegraph road,
where they will divide with a view to seizing the heights on both these
roads. Holding these heights, with the heights near Captain Hamil
ton's, will, I hope, compel the enemy to evacullte the whole ridge be
tween these points.. He makes these moves by columns di8taut from
each other with a view of avoiding the possibility of u collision of
our own forces, which might occur in a general movemeut during the
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fog. Two of General Hooker's divisions are in your rear at the brirlge!',
and will remain a.~ supports. Copies of instructions w Generals Sum
ner find Hooker will be forwarded w you by an orderly very soon.
You will keep your whole command in readiness to move at once as
SOOI1 as the fog lifts. The watch-word, which, if possible, should be
given to every company, will be 'Scott.' "

Signed, "J. G. PARKE, ClIief of Staff"

.The despatches hourly sent by General Hardie, who was with Frank
lin, to Burnside's headquarters, show, moreover, that the latter, being
informed of the dispositions made by the commander of the left wing,
had no fault to find, and that he gave the signal of attack w Sumner
at a moment when he was well aware that this wing was not yet seri
ously engaged.

This plan differed entirely from that which had been discussed for
the last two days. In consequence of this change and the new attack
to be made upon Marye's Hill, Franklin had no alternative but w
strictly obcy the text of the instructions he had received. IIis corps
commanders were of the same opinion. Burnside, not having yet
been tried as their commander-in-chief, had no right w expect more
from his lieutenants than the literal execution of his orders; and
when thc::;e orders were vague or contradictory, those who received
them could not supply the deficiency by that initiative aetion which a
subordinate will often venture upon, when sure that he has di\"ined the
intention of his chief, and that such conduct will meet with approval.
Hence the uncertainty and timidity which naturally characterized
the movements of the Federnl army, and cau...<oed it w lose half its
valor, without detrncting from the brnvery of the soldiers or the capa
city of the generals.

NOTE G, PAGE 664.
The statement of these facts is taken from a report (Thirty-8ixth

Congress, Second Session, Report No. 78) laid before the House of
Repre"entative." on the 12th of February, 1861, by a special commit
tee appointed to inquire into the robbery of Indian bonds. All our
allegations arc based upon the authority of this official document.
But while we feel obliged, out of regard for truth, to show the amount
of responsibility re."ting upon Mr. Floyd in these culpable transac
tions, we eagerly seize this opportunity to modifY an opinion, too Be-
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vere, perhaps, which we have expressed in the first volume. 'We
accused him of having stripped the Northern arsenals for the benefit
of those of the South during his administration of the 'Var Depart
ment; this was an exaggerated assertion. The following arc the facts
as they appear from a report made by Mr. Stanton in the name of
the committee on military affairs (Thirty-sixth Congres.Q, Second Ses
sion, Report No. !H). The number of muskets which Mr. Floyd
caused to be transferred from the Northern to the Southern ar.;enals
in 1860 amounted to one hundred and fifteen thousand. These arms,
known to be fit for service, may be thus classified: sixty-five thousand
percussion muskets, forty thousand altered muskets, ten tholl!'find rifles;
these were about one-fifth of all the arms collected in the different
arsenals of the North and South. The order of transfer having been
issued in the spring of 1860, we may allow that Mr. Floyd had no
intention of securing arms for the Southern insurrection, and that an
untoward coincidence alone brought about that result. Untortu
nately, there is another order of the same character on file, which,
although never executed, constituteo, from its date, a still more se
riOu.~ charge against him, and which, taken in eonnertion with the
first, greatly aggravates it. This is an order LQSUed Derember 20,
1860, in which Mr. Floyd directed forty columbiads and four thirty
two-pounders to be sent to the fort on Ship Island, and seventy-one
columhiads with seven thirty-t,,;o-pounders to Galveston. These one
hundred and twenty-two guns of heavy calibre were intended for forts
which at that period were yet unfinished, whose armament, theretore,
was not justified by any existing circmnstances. The ordl'r was issued
when the secession of several States was already an accomplished filet,
and the Secretary of 'Var selected thc very moment for its signature
when the respected chief of the Ordnancc Bureau, Colonr! Craig, was
absent. If this order, which would have put the Confederates in pos
session of valuable resources, was not cxceuted, it is beeause the Sec
retary had no time to see it fulfilled, amI bceause his Ruceessor, :Mr.
Holt, hastened to revoke it.

We persiQt, therefore, in thinking that Mr. Floyd failed. in the per
formancc of his duty by taking advantage of his official position to
favor the arming of the States which werc on the eve of insurrection
against the government of which he formed a part; but while deem
ing him guilty on this point, we willingly aeknowledge that the harm
which he thus inflicted on the Federal army was of lel".~ magnitude
than we had imagined when we published the first part of this history.
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER II. OF BOOK 1., VOLUME II.

BATTLE OF FAIR OAKS.

THIS ,"olume WIlS already printed when we re<:eived some manuscript
notes on the battle of Fair Oaks, which General Joseph E. Johnston
had the kindness w send us from his retirement in Georgia. Honored
by this mark of confidence on the part of the former adversary of the
army of the Potomac, we have with the greatest eare compared these
1l0tes with the numerOlL~ official documents from which we have derived
the matter of our narrative. 'Ve have foulld in them sollle detaili
which we regret not having known in time, but nothing to lead us w
modify the statements contained in that narrative. In fact, we feel
bound w adhere w our own opinion in reb''lud to certain point.., not wry
numerous, however, concerning which we ('annot accept Genernl John
swn's aS8ertions. It is therefore out of deference w him that we pro
pose w state in few words the que;;tion of f'aet about which we do not
agree. According w General Johnswn, the attack of Lln~trcetor of
the Confederate right against Seven Pines WIl8 almost immediately fol
lowed by that of G. W. Smith on the left, directed against Fair Oaks
by the general.ill-ehief himseU; and this attack fell at once upon Couch,
who had remained illsctive up w that time at Fair Oaks, and upon
Sumner, who had already come up to Couch's a.;;;sistance. If such
had been the CIl8C, the only fimlt found with the Confederates, that of
a want of unanimity in their attacks, would be without foundation.
But we believe that the Southern general, in condensing the incidents
of that day inw so short a space, has committed two errors in regard
w time which completely change the Il8pect of the battle.

15t. According to his statement, the attack of Longstreet agailL."t
CllScy only preceded that of Smith by one hour or one hour and a half;
and the second attack having taken place at half-pllSt four o'clock,
the first must have been made at three or half-pa.~t three. The most
conclusive evidence gOC8 W prove that it commenced before one o'clock.
The following is the precise time fixed by the generals of army corps,
divisions and brigade;; who commalldL'<l the Federals on this side, in
their reports or depositions before the committee on the conduct of
the war relative to this matter: Keyes, ha1t:pllSt twehoe; CIl8CY, forty
minutes after twelve; Naglee, about one o'cluck.

-....
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2d. CQuch's division was engaged before the attack of G. W. Smith,
his advance having taken position in front of Seven Pines since two
o'clock ft)r the purpose of supporting Cusey (Keyes' report). Two of
his brigades, Peck's and Devens', had been brought into line since
half-past three o'clock (Naglee'll report). It was whilst the latter
were engaged on the Nine Mile road that, about half~pust four
o'clock, Johnston, at the head of G. "'N. Smith's troops, swept down
upon Ahercrombie's brigade, the third of Couch's division, at Fair
Oaks, which rendered it neces~ary for the Federals to make a change
of front (Keyes' report). Shortly after, at five or a quarter-past five
o:clock, this attack broke the line which had thus been formed. Couch,
fuur regiments and one battery, wus driven back (McClellan'" report)
llorth of the railway, where he wus soon joined by Sumner \:-,umner's
deposition befilre the committee on the conduct of the war).* At
thc sallie time the remaindcr of Keyes' corps lost po:;.~e"sion of Seven
Pine>! (Kaglee's report). Accordiug to the deposition above quoted,
Sumner only effected a junctiou with Couch after the latter had be
come separated from the greatest portion of his division, and the
sworn statement of several eye-witnC88C8 enables us to jix the hour
of six o'clock as the time when Smith, the conqueror of the right
wing of that division, met Sumner in the clearing of Allen'" farm.

These data, which we have only adopted after a careful examinntion,
show, first, that the battle, which wus begun by Longstreet before olle
o'clock, had continued fill' more than three hours before Johmiton
ordered Smith to take part in it; second, that the latter at half~pll.St

four o'clock only found a portioll of Couch's division at Fair Oaks,
the remainder having bcen en6'1lged for the last hour or two in con
tending with Longstreet, and that he did not meet SUlllller's head" of
column until an hour and a half after this attack. \Ve may conelude,
thcrefore, that if the offensive movement of Smith had not been de
layed during those three hours, the positions of Fair Oakil and Keven
Pines, which fell almost immediately after this movement, would have
been captured at three instead of five o'clock, and that SllIllner not
having yet crossed the Chickahominy at that moment, Smith, instead
of being obliged to give him battle, would have completed the defeat
of KeyCll' and Heintzelman's two corps. \Ve shall not venture further
with hypotheSe>!, our object being simply to specifY the points of fact
concerning which we are at variance with the illustrious general who
wus wounded at Fair Oaks.

MAY, 1875.

* Report oj the Committee 011 the Cbnduct oj the War, vol. L, p. 362.



768 APPESDIX.

Reports of the Federal and Confederate armies, to explain the swmd
half of Volume IL

I. BATTLE OF PERRYVILLE, BOOK I., CHAPTER L

FEDERAl. ARMY.

Commander-in-chief, MAJOR-GENERAL D. C. BUELL.

&cond in Command, Major-general Thomas.

1st CORPS (left wing), Brigadier-general A. M. McCook.

1st Diui~Wn (Sill, commander ad interim). Brigade, Sill; bri
gade, .......

Dit,ision, RDW'scaU. 9th Brigade, Harris; 17th Brigade, Lytle;
18th Brigade, Starkweather.

10th Division, Jackson. 33d Brigade, Terrill *; 34th Brigade,
Webster.

2d CORPS (right wing), Brigadier-general Crittenden.
Divi.~on, WOOl\. Brigade, Wagner; brigade, .
Division, W. S. Smith. Brigade, ...... ; brigade, ..
Div~ion, ...... Brigade, ...... ; brigade, ......

3d CoRPS (centre), Brigadier-general Gilbert.
1st Dit'iilion, Sch<l'pff. Brigade, Steadman; brigade, ......
9th Division, Mitchell. 30th Brigade, Gooding; 31st Brigade,

Carlin; 32d Brigade. Caldwell.
11th Division, P. Sheridan. 36th Brigade, D. McCook; brigade,

Laibolt; brigade. Grie.-;el.
Cavalry, Stanley's brigade.

CONFEDERATE ARMY.

COlll11lander-in-chiej, GENERAL BRAXTON BRAGG.

Army of .EAst Tennessee, Major-general Kirby Smith.

Division, Churchill.
Divisioll, Humphrey ::\clarshall.
Divisioll, Heath.

Army of the Mississippi, Lieutenant-general Leonidas Polk.

1st CORPS, Major-general Hardee.

1st Division, Patton Anderson. Powell's brigade, Adams' brigade,
Jones' brigade, Brown's brigade.

* Killed in battle.
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2d Divunon, Buckner. Liddell's brigade, Cleburne's brigade, John
son's brigade, 'Vood's brigade.

3d CoRPS (without commander, the corps being divided).
1st DilJisWn, Cheatham. Smith's brigade, Donelson's brigade, Stu·

art's brigade, Maney's brigade.
2d Division, Withers.

II. BATTLE OF CORINTH.
FEDERAL ARMY.

Department of We8t Tenne88ee, Major-general Grant.

DivisWn, Sherman. Brigade, ...... ; brigade, .......
Dit'i.~ion, Hurlbut. Veatch's brigade, Lauman's brigade.
Division, Ord. Brigade, ...... ; brigade, ......
DivU!ion, McPherson. Brigade, ...... ; brigade, ......

2d Army of the Missi88ippi, Major-general Rosecrans.

2d DiviBion, Stanley. Mower's brigade, Murphy's brigade, Ful
ler's brigade.

3d DivUri()n, Hamilton. 1st Brigade, Sanborn; 11th Brigade, Sul
livan; Buford's brigade.

Divisioll, Mackean. Crooker's Brigade, McArthur's B~igade.

Divi8ion, Davis. Hackelrnan's brigade, Oliver's brigade, Oglesby's
brigade.

Cavalry, brigade, ......
Artillery, 16 batteries, 50 guns.

CoNFEDERATE ARMY.

Army of the Missiuippi, Major-general Van Dorn.
DilMion, Lovell. Villepique's brigade, Rust's brigade, Bowen's

brigade.
Division, Breckenridge. Brigade, ...... ; brigade, ...... ; cavalry,

Jackson's brigade.

Army of Tram-lrIiui88ippi, Major-general Sterling Price.
Divunon, Maury. Moore's brih'1lde, Phifer's brigade, Cabell's bri

gade.
Division, Hebert. Gates' brigade, Colbert's brigade, Green's bri

gade, Martin's brigade.
Cavalry, Armstrong's brigade.
Artillery, 10 batteries, 44 guns.

VOL. II.-49
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BATTLE OF MURFREESBOROUGH.
FEDERAL ARlllY.

Gommander-in-chief, MAJOR-GENERAL RosECRANS.
LEFT 'Ynw, Major-general Crittenden.

1st DivUrion, Wood (6th*). Haxall's brigade, Harker's brigade,
Wagner's brigade.

2d DitTiswn, Palmer (4th). Craft's brigade, Hazen's brigade (19),
Grose's brigade (10).

3d Divi8ion, Van Cleve. Fyffe's brigade, Gibson's brigade.

CENTRE, Major-general Thomas.
Divi!!ion, Negley (8). Stanley's brigade, Miller's brigade (7).
DivUrion, Rousseau. Regular brigade, Shepherd; Beatty's brigade

(17), Scribner's brigade (9).
DivUrion, Fry. Hoskiss' brigade, Boyle's brigade, Walker's bri

gade, Starkweather's brigade.
DitMion, Dumont. Reynolds's brigade; brigade, .

RWHT WING, Major-general M. McCook.
Division, Jefferson C. Davis. Post's brigade, Carlin's brigade,

Woodruff's brigade (32).
Dit·;sion, Johnson. Willich's brigade, Kirk's brigade, Baldwin's

brigade.
Division, Sheridan. Sill's brigade, Roberts' brigade, Schreffer's

brigade.
Cavalry Division, Stanley. Zahn's brigade, Kennel's brigade,

Minty's brigade.
Engineer brigade, Morton.
Artillery, Colonel Barnett.

CONFEDERATE ARMY.

Gommander-in-chiej, GENERAL BRAXTON BRAGG.
HARDEE'S CoRPS, Lieutenant-general Hardee.

Division, Cleburne. Johnson's brigade, Polk's brigade, Liddell's
brigade.

Division, Breckenridge. Adams' brigade, Preston's brigade, Han-
son's brigade, Palmer's brigade.

Independent brigade, K. Jackson.
Cavalry, 'Yheeler's brigade.

* The figures in parenthesis indicatp the permanent numbers of divisions and
brigades in the general enumeration of the armies of the West.



APPENDIX. 771

POLK'S CoRPS, Lieutenant-general Leonidas Polk.
DiviBion, Cheatham. Vaughn's brigade, Maney's brigade, A. P.

Stewart's brigade, Donelson's brigade.
Division, Withers. Loomis' brigade, Manigault's brigade, Patton

Anderson's brigade, Chalmers' brigade.
Cavalry, Wharton's brigade, Pegram's brIgade, Buford's brigade.

Army of East Tennessee, Lieutenant-general Kirby Smith.
Division, McCown. Rains' brigade, Eaton's brigade, McNair's

brigade.
Division, Stevenson. Brigade, ; brigade, ..
Independent cavalry. Forest's brigade, 'Vaggoner's brigade, Mor

gan's brigade.

Meagher's brigade, Zook's brigade, Caldwell's

Naglee's brigade, Ferrero's brigade; brigade,

Sully's brigade; brigade, ...... ; brigade, ......

9th CoRPS, Wilcox.
IIawkins' brigade, IIarland's brigade; bri-

IV. BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG.
FEDERAL ARMY.

Commander-in-chief, l\UJOR-GENERAL BURNSIDE.
RIGHT GRAND DIVISION, Major-general Sumner. 22,736 men, 60

guns.

2d CoRPS, Couch.
Kimball's brigade, Andrews' brigade; bri-Division, French.

gade, ......
l)iviBion, IIancock.

brigade.
1)ivision, IIoward.

Division, Getty.
gade, ......

Division, Sturgis.

Division, Burns. Brigade, ...... ; brigade, ...... ; brigade, ......

LEFT GRAND DIVISION, l\Iajor-general Franklin. 46,892 men, 116
guns.

1st CORPS, Reynolds.
Division, Meade. Sinclair's brigade, Magilton's brigade, Jackson's

brigade.
Division, Gibbons. Taylor's brigade; brigade, ; brigade, .
Division, Doubleday. Brigade, ...... ; brigade, ; brigade, .



772 APPENDIX.

6th CoRPS, W. F. Smith.
Division, Newron. Brigade, ; brigade, ; brigade, .....•
DiviJIion, Brook. Brigade, ; brigade, ; brigade, .
Division, Howe. Vinron's brigade; brigade, ; brigade, .

GRAND DIVISION OF THE CENTRE, Major-general Hooker. 39,984
men, 100 guns.

5th CoRPS, Butterfield.
Division, Sykes. Brigade, ..... ; brigade, ...... ; brigade, ..
Divitrion, Humphreys. Brigade, ; brigade, ; brigade, .
Division, Griffin. Brigade, ; brigade, ; brigade, .

3d CoRI'S, Sroneman.
Division, Sickles. Brigade, ...... ; brigade, ...... ; brigade, .
Divilrion, Birney. Ward's brigade, Berry's brigade; brigade, .
Divitrion, Whipple. Carroll's brigade; brigade, ...... ; brigade, .
Cavalry, Pleasonton's Divilrion. Brigade, ; brigade, .

Bayard's Division. Brigade, ; brigade, .
Reserve Artillery, Hunt.

CoNFEDERATE ARMY.

Commander-in-chiej, GENERAL R. E. LEE.

1st CoRPS, Longstreet.
1st Dit'ision, R. H. Anderson. Wright's brigade, Armistead's

brigade, 'Vilcox's brigade, Perry's brigade, Featherstone's brigade,
Mahone's brigade.

2d Division, Pickett. Kemper's brigade, Jenkins' brigade, Walker's
lnigade.

3d Divilrion, Ransom. Brigade, ...... (formerly Ransom's); Cook's
brigade.

4th Divi~on, Hood. Law's brigade, Toombs' brigade, G. T. An
derson's brigade, Robertson's brigade, Evan.~' brigade.

5th Division, McLaWB. Howell Cobb's brigade, Barksdale's bri
gade, Kershaw's brigade, Semmes' brigade, Drayton's brigade.

Artillery, Walron.
2d CoRPS, J aekson.

1st Division, A. P. Hill. Field's brigade, Gregg's brigade, ThOIJULB'
brigade, Lane's brigade, Archer's brigade, Pender's brigade.

2d Division, D. H. Hill. Rodes' brigade, Iverson's brigade, Doles'
brigade (formerly Ripley's), Colquitt's brigade, Gri~es' brigade (for
merly Andel'llon's).



APPENDIX. 773

3d Division, Ewell. Hay's brigade, Trimble's brigade, Early's
brigade, Lawton's brigade.

4th Division, Taliaferro. Paxton's brigade (formerly 'Winder's),
.Jones' brigade, 'Yarren's brigade, Pendleton's brigade (formerly
Starke's). '

Artillery, Walker.
Cavalry Division, Stuart. 'V. F. Lee's brigade, Fitzhugh Lee's

brigade, Hampton's brigade.
Reserve Artillery, Alexander.

NOTE.-These tables are sometimes incomplete, for they have been prepared
from information gathered here and there in the report._ of different generals,
there being no official records in relation to the subject, except for Lee's army
at Fredericksburg.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE.

To the works mentioned at the end of the first volume as having
been particularly cOllilulted by the author it is proper to add the
following for the second volume:

Oampaign~ in Virginia and Maryland, by Colonel Chesney, London,
1863 and 1865, 2 vols.; War Pictures of the SOuth, by Estvan, Lon
don, 1863,2 voIs.; A Rebel War-clerk's Diary, by Jones, Philadelphia,
1866, 2 vol",; jJ[emoirs of the Confederate War, by Heros Von Borcke,
London, 1866, 2 voIs.; Medical Recollections of the Army of the Potomac,
by Chief Surgeon Letterman, New York, 1866, 1 vol.; FQUr Years
of Fighting, by Coffin, Boston, 1866, 1 vol.; Partisan Life with Mosby,
by Scott, London, 186i, 1 vol.; General Burnside and the Ninth Army
Corps, by Woodbury, Providence, 1867,1 vol.; Three Years in the
Sixth Corps, by Stevens, 2d edition, New York, 1870, 1 voL; General
Lee, by Edward Lec:.Childe, Paris, 1874, 1 vol.; Narrative oj Military
Operations, by General J. E. Johnston, New York, 1874,1 vol. This
last-named work, which has just appeared, possesses an especial inter
est, being written by the principal survivor of the Confederate gen
erals, nine years after the close of the war, with all the care and
moderation to be expected from a writer who relates events in which
he has himself Jllayed the most conspicuous part.




