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PREFACE. 

To many, no doubt, it appears easy to write a regimental 
hietory, but experience proves it to be a task most di89cult to 
accomplish. 

For nearly two years we have worked earnestly and 
faithfully to complete this task for the Fifty-Seventh Massachu- 
setts in the great War of the Rebellion. 

We have met with mnny affectionate encouragements, but 
we 'have also met with very many positive discouragements, 
chiefly in the matter of obtaining information in relation to 
those men who had been left by offlcial records as " missing 
in action." The story we would tell of them will remain untold 
until the veil which hides our mortal vision is removed and the 
great scroll kept by the recording angel unrolled to those who 
are mustered into that grand army beyond the river. 

There is a sad pathos covering the word "unknown," yet 
it speaks in tones of silent eloquence which will ever echo a 
tender inquiry that can never be answered save in imagination; 
yet such names come to sanctify our memory, as their lives 
were given to our country, though their deeds go unrecorded. 
We wish to expreee our appreciation of the warm synlpathy 
that has been given us by the widow of our beloved commander. 



vi PREFACE. 

Her modest words hare been an inspiration as we have labored 

on this work from day to day. 

I t  has not been our purpose to trace each individual 

history,- that would have been impossible ; but we have been 

careful to write only what is warranted by facts and offlcial 

records, and we hope our comrades will dnd pleasure in the 

reading, though no doubt they will be reminded of many things 

not mentioned that should have been noticed, and many that 

might hare been better written; but the story of the Fifty- 

Seventh is told to the best of our ability, and we give it to the 

reader, indulging the hope that it may, in some measure, 

lead to a higher reverence for our American institutions, and a 

greater love for our flag and cominon, reunited country. If 

these objects are attained we shall feel that we have not written 

in vain, but have been amply repaid for our labor; and trust 

these pages will carry some lingering influence, however small, 

which will reach down to coming ages and live after the vet- 

erans of the Civil War have all passed away and been laid to 

rest 

By all their Country's wishes blese'd ! " 

THE UIVOGAC, BELCHERTOWN, ~ ~ A B S . ,  
June Dth, 1896. 



INTRODUCTORY. 

AT a reunion of the old Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts Tnfan- 

try, which wns held in the city of Worcester, Mass., June lnth, 

1894, the subject of a regimental history was favorably considered 
by all present and the matter placed in the hands of a committee 

as  follows : - 
Capt. John Anderson, U.S. Army. 
Lieut. George E. Priest of Watertown, Mass. 
Brevet-Capt. Charles H. Pinkham of Worcester, Mass 
Chaplain A. H.  Dashlell, D.D., of Lakewood, N.J. 
Comrade J. Brainerd Hall of Worcester, Mses. 

The committee gave the preparation of the history into the 

hands of Capt. John Anderson, who accepted the task as a matter 

of love and duty, that the record of this regiment may be known 

to the generations that follow 11s. 

In  attempting to write a correct history of the Fifty-Seventh 

Regiment of Massachusetts Voluuteets in the great War of the 

Rebellion, we fully realize the importance of the work before us 

and of the dimculty presented a t  each step in obtaining accurate 

data of sll the thrilling events in which the old Fifty-Seventh was 

engaged. Specislcare will be observed that nothing is written which 

is not absolutely tnle, although different persons may see the same, 

but from different standpoints their narrations may differ and yet 

all be correct. In whatever effort we may put forth we are con- 

stantly reminded of our inability to do the subject justice ; and re- 

gret that some one who is better able to wield '' the pen of a ready 

writer " has not undertaken it ; but, the burden having been placed 

upon 11s by our eomradcs, we shnll eudeavor to employ the little 
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talent we have towards a faithful and loyal performance of this 

duty. 

After n lapse of thirty years it is extremely dimcult to call 

to mind much that should be writteu and placed upon the pages of 

history of that gallant old regiment in whose record every member 

has reason for feeling a just pride. Many noble and brave deede 

will never come to light ; they fill numberless unknown " graves, 

the unwritten history being much more than will be found written 

upon these pages. The true history haa been indelibly stamped 

upon bloody fields of battle, which are inscribed in our country's 

history, never to be erased. While a large majority of the actors 

in these tragic scenes hare marched on to that silent, unseen land, 

from whence their voices cannot be heard, the remaining minority 

tenderly cling to the sacred memories of the long past and feel 

that something should be recorded that can be handed down to the 

advancing lines of posterity as a valuable lesson in patriotism ever 

to be remembered. 

This history appears among the last of regimental histories in 

our Shte,  and it is hoped may find an honored place among those 

already written, its gallant record entitling it to such a place far 

above any ability we possess to place it there by the eloquence of 

our pen. 
In the preparation of this work we hare to acknowledge our 

great indebtedness to Rev. A. H. Dashiell, D.D., formerly Chap- 

lain of the regiment, and Comrade J. Rminerd Hall of Worcester, 

Mass., formerly a member of Company B, both of whom have taken 

11 great interest in it and have presented us with considerahle 

manuscript prepared by themselves with great care, and which has 

been of great service to 11s. Also Inany letters written at the time 

the events were transpiring. 

Other comrades hare contributed from the sbre of their mem. 

ories, such incidents as came under their personal observation ; but 



apparently from a feeling of delicacy to speak of their own deeds, 
many have refrained from speaking of themselves, thereby depriv- 
ing us of much matter that would, no doubt, be of interest to the 

1 reader. The lack of it is not the fault of the historian, who has 
labored hard to make this the history of the whole regiment and 
not of a part. I t  is our earnest endeavdr to give place and do 
justice to every one, without regard to rank, who served with honor 
in the regiment. 

We beg the indulgence of our pride in connection with an. 
organization whose gallantry stands upon the pages of the nation's 
history as sustaining one of the heaviest losses in killed and 
wounded of any regiment in the service of the country during the 
War of the Rebellion, although it8 length of active service was but 
little over one year. We also feel proud in the record of our gal- 
lant Colonel (afterwards General) William F. Bartlett, who uever 
failed to lead his command and whose many wounds were evidence 
of his heroism. The confidence inspired by his example wae al- 
ways felt along the whole line, as his clarion voice rang out, above 
the din of battle, Forward Fifty-Seventh." Even if he could 
not have been heard, we knew his command was always "For- 
ward," often preceded by b '  Fix Bayonets " or b '  Dooble Quick." 
The prompt.execution of his commands he fully relied upon, and 
never in vain. 

War in defence of one's country calls out all that is grand 
and noble in a m k ' s  character or exposes those mean traits of 
selfishness and cowardice which often lie hidden from pnblicview. 
Men become heroes without realizing it and find, upon trial, those 
qualities which they never before dreamed of possessing. . 

I t  often requires some such emergency to thoroughly arouse 
those dormant faculties and.guide them with judgment and discre- 
tion. In the course of our war, of which we are writing, there 
were thousands of such men and boys ; they were found in nearly 



every organization. We lore and reverence the institutions of our 
country. In its history we are proud. By the names of patriot8 
who hare died for it we are honored, and in its flag we behold the 

starry emblem of our nationality under which we claim protection 

for ourselves, our homes and our families. When this is assailed, 

it calls out, not the brutal nature, but the highest and noblest 

qualities of the citizen in defence of what he believes to be right 

and just, and he is willing to undergo suffering and privation, to 

face danger and even to risk his life in swh a cause, with arealiz- 

ing sense that, with the destruction of an organic form of govern- 

ment, based upon just laws and institutions for the protection. 

welfare and happiness of the people, the intellectual, moral and 

religious conditions of society suffer in like proportion.' To the 

law-abiding citizen, therefore, the country is the very foundation 

upon which he builds all he hopes for in this life, both for himself 

and children. In defending it, he is defending his own individual 

interests and leaving an inheritance of far more value than wealth. 

The pages of this work are submitted to our comrades whose 

friendship we have found true in the past and feel safe to rely upon 

in the future. To those, if rrnp there may be, who feel inclined 

to criticize, we have only to ask - Why did you not undertake 

it youreelf? " The field has been open for many years. That the 

work might be done better there is no doubt, but thst it is done a t  

all should be a matter to be treated with charitable indulgence. 

Whatever faults are found to exiet we have tried to push them 

over, so that they may lean towards b L  virtue's side." 

No malice has entered into the composition, but n feeling in- 

spired by '' frnternity, loyalty and charity." Thet it may be re- 

ceived in the sRme ~pi r i t  is the earnest wieli and prayer of the 

author. 
J. A. 

TEE BIVOUAC, BSI,CHBRTOWN, M ~ s e . ,  
May lst, 1896. 
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FIFTY-SEVENTH R E G I M E N T  

M A S S A C H U S E T T S  V O L U N T E E R S .  



OF 

MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS 
IN THE 

WAR OF THE REBELLION. 

CHAPTER I. 

ORGANIZATION. 

HE Fifty-Seventh Regiment was raised and organized 
by Col. William F. Bartlett (afterwards Brigadier- 
General U.S. Volunteers), in the fall .of 1863 and 
winter of 1864, under the call of Yre~ident Lincoln 
for three hundred thousand volunteers. For over two 

long years the war had raged with ever increasing fury. It 
had been traced in sorrow over the length and breadth of 

our land ; hardly a family but m,ourned the loss of some relative 
or friend who had fallen in battle or was dying of slow starvation 
in a Southern prison. Every town and city had passed under the 
rod of affliction and had drunk from the bitter dregs of cruel, 
relentless war; and still the dark, gathering clouds predicted 
that the storm was not yet over, but was again to burst out in a 
grander and even more destructive form. I t  seemed that the 
strength of the nation was well-nigh exhausted ; even some of the 
ablest and most patriotic men began to doubt and shrink in 
horror from the further effusion of blood, but still the mighty 
waves of loyalty continued rolling on to the front, only to be 
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dashed ngainst the impetuous tide of Southern valor, often being 
broken and beaten ,back, yet gaining stronger impetus from the 
patriotic North for a renewal of the conflict. 

During the year 1863 our arms had gained more victories 
than suffered defeats, yet the times were dark and gloomy. 
Our currency had depreciated in value to an alarming extent, and 
the cost of food and raiment had advanced to fabulous prices; 
while all felt that the struggle was not yet over, but that one 
grand and mighty blow remained to be struck before we could 
look for the dawn of a permanent and honorable peace. 

The Confederate armies were still nunlerous ; strong, eflcient 
and skilfully commanded. We must give them credit for a self- 
sacrificing devotion to their cause and a bravery, even to despera- 
tion, that was the admiration of the whole world. They battled, 
as most of them believed, in defense of their country, their 
property and their homes, yet history records that they fought and 
died for the institution of slavery. 

In  our own midst we had the Peace Party," &&Peace at any 
Price," L L  Butternuts " and "Knights of the Golden Circle" in the 
Central Western States, the tnrbulent Indians of the west and 
northwest, with the Province of Cnnctda along our whole northern 
border which furnished an asylum for all the malcontents and 
enemies of our government, affording them means and protecting 
them in making raids for the purpose of robbery upon our de- 
fenseless northern cities. Added to all this we had one of the 
most powerful nations of the world, Great Britain, not only sym- 
pathizing with the Confederacy, but actually building ships of 
war for the destruction of our commerce and rendering all the 
morn1 and physical support to the Confederacy, as far as could 
be done without an actual war with the United States ; while the 
powerful country of France was endeavoring to obtain a per- 
manent foothold in Mexico, upon our southern border, with a 
view, under the ambition of Napoleon III., of establishing a vast 
empire upon this continent, which should overshadow our Repub- 
lic and finally overthrow our government. 

All these elements entered into the political nnd military 
conditions of our affairs in 1863 and 1864. 



In view of all this can any one discern the great advantage it 
is claimed that the North possessed over the South? One was the 
attacking party while the other stood upon the defensive, offensive ; 
operating in their own country where they had the full sympathy 
of the people in aiding them to their utmost ability by furnishing 
supplies and the needed information of the morementa of the Fed- 
eral armies, an important factor in war, which the North did not 
possess. That we had a preponderance of numbera is afact which 
no one will presume to deny, but the many advantages possessed 
by the other side were suficient to offset all this. This is a matter 
often overlooked by writere who treat upon the history of the war. 
I t  hm been so often said : b L  overpowered by sheer force of num- 
bers. " 

Any one familiar with military science knows that military 
strength is not estimated by numbers but in the character of 
the n~en and the way they are handled. An unskilful com- 
mander would doubtless suffer defeat with any army, while the 
most skilful general that ever lived could not expect to win vic- 
tories with an army of cowards, however great it might be. The 
greater the number the more sure of disaster when opposed by 
brave men. 

The coming year was to witness a life and death struggle. 
The immortal Lincoln, never wavering, again called upon the loyal 
citizens for three hundred thousand volunteers, and trusted, not in 
vain, that American patriotism was not yet dead, but would respond 
to the call. 

Those who cast their fortunes with the Fifty-Seventh s t  that 
time realized the dangers they were to encounter, but placed their 
sense of duty cznd love of country above all personal considera- 
tions. In response to the President's call they left home and 
friends, joiued the grand army and marched forward to that famil- 
iar old refrain which every old soldier so well remembers : b b  We're 
coming, Father Abraham, three hundred thousand strong. " 

The Fifty-Seventh was one of the four veteran regiments pro- 
jected by Governor Andrew and so called because they were 
largely composed of those who had seen previous sen-ice. Very 
nearly all the omcers had seen active service in some other organi- 



zation and had made good records, the evidence of which was one 
of the requiremente of His Excellency the Governor, before 
becoming the happy possessor of a commission. 

The regiment was largely recruited in Worcester, Hampden 
and Berkshire coonties, tlie former furnishing by far the most 
men. I n  the fall of 1863 and early in 1864 William Francis Bart- 
lett, formerly Colonel of the Forty-Ninth Massachusetts, was given 
command of the regiment. Tempornry barracks were constructed 
about one half mile south of the Boston 8: Albany Railroad and 
near the Norwich Railroad, about'one and a half lniles from the 
city of Worcester. 

The camp wns beautifully located on high, rolling ground 
where there was lrmple space for drills and parades, and desig- 
nated as r r  Camp John E. Wool." 

The first company to complete its complement and go into 
camp wns Company A, commanded by Capt. John W. Sanderson, 
the other officers being 1st Lieat. Samuel M. Bowman and 
3d Lieut. Edwin I. Coe. I t  was mustered into the service of 
the United States Jan.  4th, 1864. Several other cotnpanies soon 
filled up their ranks and were mustered in the foHowing 
order - B, H, E, D, F, I, G and K, the last natned being mus- , 
tered April 6, with only one other .  

The recruitiug continued until April l i t h ,  when the regiment 
gradually attained ita full strength. The Roster of Colnmissioned 
Oflcers a t  that time stood as follows : - 

FIELD AND STAYF. 

Col. Wllllam F. Bartlett of Bo~ton. 
1,leut.-Col. Edward P. Hollister of PittsBeld. 
Maj. James W. Cuwhing of Koxbury. 
Surgeon Whltman V. White of Stockbridge. 
Aewt. Surgeon Charles E. Heath of Monterey. 
Chaplain Alfred H. Dashiell, Jr.,  of Stockhridge. 
1st Lleut. George E. Prlest (Quartermaster) of Watcrlown. 
let Lleot. George E. Barton (Acting Adjutant) of \Vorce*ter. 

COMPANY A. 

Capt. John W. Sanderson of Westborongh. 
let Lieut. Samuel M. Bowman of Clinton. 
2d Lieut. Edwin I. Coe of Worceeter. 
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COMPANY B. 
Capt. Jorreph W. Gird of Worcester. 
1st Lleut. E. Dexter Cheney of Worcester. 
2d Llent. George S. Greene of Sprlngrfeld. 

COMPANY C. 

Capt Charles D Hollls of Lynn. 
1st Lleut. George E. Barton of Worcester. 
2d Lleut Charles H. Royce of Plttsfleld. 

COMPAXY D. 
Capt. Edson T. Ilresser of Stockbrldge. 
1st 1,leut. Edward S. Dewey of Greenfleld 
26 Lleut. James Peacock of Worcester. 

Capt George H. Howe of Monson. 
let Lleut. John H. Cook of Northampton. 
2d Lieut. .John Anderson of Holland. 

COMPANY F. 
Capt. Lev1 Lawrence of Fltchburg. 
1st Lieut. Charles Barker of Fitchburg. 
2d Lieut. Alfred 0 Hlt,chcock of Fltchburg. 

COY PAW G. 
Capt. dames Doherty of Boston. 
1st Lieut. Henry C. Ward of Worcester. 
2(1 Lleut. Henry B Flske of SpringHeld. . 

COMPANY H. 
Capt. dnllus M. Tucker of Worcester. 
1st Lieut. John L. Goodwin of Worcester. 
2d L l e ~ ~ t .  James W Kennay of Boston. 

COMPANY I. 
Capt. Albert Prescott of Charlestown. 
1st Lieut. Albert W. Cook of Milford. 
2d Lieut. John Beade of Milford. 

COYPANY K. 

No  Captsln designated. 
1st Lleut. Edwln Kimball, who decllned commlseion nnd never 

served with the regiment. 
2d Lleut James M. Childa of Worcester. 



NON-COMYIBBIONED STAFF. 

Sergt.-Maj. Albert M. Murdock of West Boyleton. 
Commlesery Sergt. Darid F. Lawry of Worceeter. 
Q.-M. Sergt. James A. Robblne of Watertown. 
Hospital Steward Henry G. Prout of Great Barrington. 

Company'K was the last company to be mustered into the 
United States service and was to be armed with the Spencer 
repeating rifle and employed as sharpshooters. I t  had no captain 
in command prior to leaving the State, but was temporlirily under 
command of 1st Lieut. John H. Cook of Co. E, with 2d 1,ieut. 
J. M. Childs. 

The rifles could not be obtained a t  that time, hence Lieu- 
tenant Cook was left behind to obtain them, but was unable to 
secure them in time to reach the regiment until June 17th. In  the 
meantime the company was armed with the old Spriugfield ride. 

These were busy and exciting times never to be forgotten. 
The various officers detailed to recruit the companies reportecl for 
duty with their squads of recruits. The companies filled their 
complement and were ready to be mustered in, and the work of 
converting the raw material into well drilled aud disciplined 
soldiers began. 

The city of Worcester then, as in the days of 1776, as it 
alwayu has been and is now, was intensely loyal, and sent some of 
her best and noblest sons into the ranks ns recruits and always 
took a deep interest in the welfare of the regiment. The ladies 
frequently visited the camp bringing dainty edibles to help fill out 
the army rations, the private soldier receiving such attentions more 
particularly than the omcer. Wherever the army blue was seen, 
either on the streets or in private houses, it was respected. As a 
matter of course, it followed that we all became very much attached 
to the city. The attnchmeut became so strong that many, yes, 
very many of the boys " went on little escapades after uightfall, 
crossing the guard line without pemission, and report, which was 
generally believed, had it, that they went to see some friends, or, 
perhaps, sweethearts. I t  was even rumored that some of the 
younger officers indulged in such pranks, but, as  none of them 
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were caught, there seemed to be a lack of evidence sufficient to 
make history. However that may be, we have all grown older and 
gray since those times and, as a matter of duty which youth owes 
to age, hare repented of thew folliee, although we feel that there 
were some extenuating circumstances when we remember the 
veteran 6 4  Blue Beard, " who was usually left in command when 
the clay's exercises were over. To ask permission of him lo visit 
the city was like " bearding the lion in his den." Leaving his 
presence with the invariable refusal, one's disappointment found 
some comfort in the thought that he would make quick work with 
the rebel hosts if he should ever be turned loose in their midst 
while in such a savage disposition. It was also an assurance that 
he would do all the fighting for the whole regiment. This gave a 
feeling of security which was carried along to the front. If any 
reached the city after that they were well cared for and returned 
to camp in safety before morning, and, in spite of all, made brave 
soldiers when the shock of battle came. 

With all the pleasant memories we cherish of Worcester it is 
not strange that we still turn towards it as the most fitting place 
for the regimental reunions. 

The barracks were temporary buildings erected of rough 
pine, with no limit as to ventilation ; no beds. The men slept by 
twos aud threes, or in any other way most convenient for them, 
upon hard b a r d  platforms, which grew harder and ha~.der through 
the cold winter nights. When aching bones on one side called 
for a change of position all had to turn together. This, to many, 
was the first taste of soldier life, but it was one of incornparable 
lusury to that which was in store. 

Men were detailed for cooks, often without any previous 
knowledge of this art, and no one seemed to know how to econo- 
mize the government ration, but, at that time, the necessity for i t  
was not as apparent as it became later. 

The quartermaster's department was established, under the 
direction of Lieut. George E. Priest, with the arrival of the first 
detachment of recruits, and commeuced the issue of clothing and 
rations. Any one who ever filled the position of quartermaster 
knows that it is one not only requiring ability but more patience 



than was ever credited to Job of olden times, yet the quarter- 
master of the Fifty-Seventh had sufficient to sustain him through 
all his trials and was always found pleasant, affable, and tireless 
in his efforts to make every one comfortable with the limited 
mians at his disposal. Be it said of him that he persevered even 
unto the end and then found his reward, not in worldly good@. but 
in the sincere love of all his comrades. 

The duty roster was not very arduous. Reveille soon after 
daylight, when every man had to form in line and answer as his 
name was called, then bunks and bedding had to be put in older. 
This was followed by the breakfast call. Soon after that came 
sick call and then cleaning up the quarters and grounds and cutting 
wood for the day. Next was guard mounting; a certain number 
of n~en being detsiled from each company in proportion to the 
number reported for duty, when the several details would be 
formed on the parade ground by the sergeant-major and reported 
to the adjutant who verified the number of men and assigned the 
different non-commissioned offlcers to their places with the guard. 
A lieutenant was detailed for offlcer of the guard, whose duty was 
to inspect it carefully and then march it to the guaidhouse where 
it was divided into three reliefs, with one non-commissioned 
offlcer, usi~ally a corporal, to each. The old guard was then 
relieved nud marched otl to their quarters. The guard remained 
on duty trenty-four hours, each relief standing post two hours, 
which gave them two hours on duty and foiir off, night-time in- 
cluded. The oflicer of the guard was held responsible for the 
proper instruction of his sentinels and had to visit them while on 
post to see that they were properly performillg their duty. This 
ofllcer had to remain with his guard during the twenty-four hours ; 
another offlcer. usually a captain, was detailed as offlcer of the 
day. I t  was his duty to inspect the guard as often as he might 
deem neceesary during the day and night and to have charge of 
the geneleal good order and cleanliness of the camp. 

After guard mounting there would be drill, if the weather 
permitted, of two hours. At precisely twelve noon came dinner 
call. Most of the afternoon was devoted to some kind of practical 
or theoretical instruction, as the condition of the weather would 
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permit. This was followed in pleasant weather by a dress parade 
under the supervision of tlie regimental commander, which termi- 
nated all the duties of the day, except guard duty. Supper 
followed directly after parade, and at nine o'clock tattoo, when the 
roll was again called and the men supposed to go to bed. 6 '  Taps " 
came one half hour later when all lights had to be extinguished 
and the men were &upposed to wrap themselves in their blankets 
and quietly fall asleep. The latter supposition is not beyond 
question, but the burden of this offe~~se was in being caught. 

Thus the months while awaiting marching orders passed 
rapidly and profitably to both o8lcers and men. There was very 
little friction ; every one took hold with zeal to learn the duties of 
a soldier. 

The offlcers became acquainted with each other and with their 
own men and the men not only learned the manual of arms, but 
imbibed the spirit of loyalty to duty and obedience to orders, 
which they carried with them into the field. 

Under the guidance of Colonel Bartlett all were drawn into 
closer relatious of fellowship which led to that esprit de corps, 
which existed doring the war and has a firmer hold upon our 
hearte now. A lack of this feeling will take the very life out of 
any organization. 

There were many manifestations of attachment by the men to 
their officers and numerous presentations of ~ i d e  arms made. The 
camp was frequently enlivened through the wiuter by these cere- 
monials in which the offlcers were honored and mutual feelings of 
confidence established. 

On the 28th of March Colonel Bartlett was presented with a 
sword by his fellow citizens of Winthrop in the presence of 
Governor Andrew and staff, in the town hall of Winthrop, where 
Mr. Emerson made the presentation speech, in which the previous 
career of Colonel Bartlett wtrs very justly eulogized, and the 
Governor characterized him as one of 1 6  the most conspicuous 
soldiers of New England." 

The first public appearance of the Fifty-Seventh as an organi- 
zation was on Monday, Feb. lst, 1864, when five companies, 
under command of Lieut.-Col. E. P. Hollister, marched to the 
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city of Worcester where it formed part of the escort at the public 
reception of the re-enlisted members of the 21st Massachueette 
who had returned from the seat of war on veteran furlough. 

February 20th seven companies of the Fifty-Seventh, under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hollister, joined the citizeus of 
Worcester as an escort at the public reception tendered the re- 
enlisted men of the 25th Massachusetts, who had also returned 
on veteran furlough. 

February 16th showed seven hundred men in camp and the 
morning report of March 2d eight huudred and twenty-eight 
present. 

On the 17th of March, 1864, Colonel Bartlett formed the line 
of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts for the first time. Thursday, 
April Tth, 1864, was a memorable day in the history of the regi- 
ment. Under command of Colonel Bartlett it marched in full 
uniform to the common in the city of Worcester for dress parade, 
after which a committee of ladies of the city presented a flag. It 
warr a beautiful specimeu of the National colors and was received 
by Colonel Bartlett in behalf of the regiment from the hnuds of 
Miss Frances M. Liucoln, daughter of Hon. D. Waldo Lincoln, who 
was then Mayor of Worcester. The ceremony was a very in~pres- 
sive one. The day waa lovely, the air soft and balmy, the snow 
had mostly disappeared and the common presented a fresh, green 
appearance, as warmed by the bright April sun. The budding 
trees and opening plants seemed to speak of a new birth and a 
new life through the evolutionary process of nature, and amid 
swh scenes a regiment of young soldiers was being decorated for 
the purpose of war. A large concourse of citizens had assembled 
to witness the parade. The flag presentation was an impromptu 
affair and wholly unexpected. It had been reserved for some 
future occasion, but the day being so bright, it was decided, as 
the regiment was seen marching in, to present the flag then and 
there. No speeches had been prepared on either side ; tlie affair 
being wholly informal was all the more appreciated. Miss 
Lincoln was tall, with rather a slender figure. Stepping grace- 
fully forward from a group of ladies and gentlemen, amoilg whom 
was her father, she passed the flag iuto the hands of Colonel 
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Bartlett with a few words that could uot be heard in the line. 
As she did so, the flag gently unfolded and gracefully floated out 
upon the evening breeze and was received by the regiment with 
hearty cheers. 

Miss Lincoln says of the affair that she cannot remember 
just what she said at the time, but that she presented the flag in 
the name of the ladies of Worcester, and that she was no more 
embarrassed than Colonel Bartlett. She is pleased to add : "1 
was very proud of being allowed to do so much for the old Fifty- 
Seventh; the honor to me was very great." We often find an 
inspiring eloqueuce in deeds more enduring than in words. I t  
was so here. There seemed to be something in the occasiou that 
stirred the hearte of all who stood in that long line of army blue, 
and a new charm was added to that dear old flag. Eren the 
smiles of nature seemed in harmony to add a higher sense of 
duty towards it and a greater love for it. The oath of enlistment 
encircles one with a solemn obligation to serve his country 

honestly and faithfully." This ceremony seemed to consecrate 
that obligation and raise it into a purer atmosphere of devotion to 
the flag, to follow it manfully and bravely, to uphold it in the 
fierce conflict of battle and even to die for it. I t  appeared not 
only as the emblem of our common country, but as another link 
binding us to friends who took such a deep interest in the welfare 
of those who were going forth to do battle for the preservation 
and honor of the nation, and another tie binding our hearts to 
the fair ladies and loyal city of Worcester. If Miss Lincoln felt 
it an honor to present the flag. the regiment appreciated the 
honor it received at her hands and defended it upon many bloody 
fields. 

On Thursday, April 14th, the regiment was honored by a visit 
from His Excellency, Gov. John A. Andrew, accompanied by his 
Staff. The line was formed at eleven o'clock A.M., aud after 
going through various evolutions and passing in review, it formed 
in a hollow square, when the State and National flags were pre- 
sented by His Excellency who made an eloquent and patriotic 
address, which is given here in full, as well worthy the space 
, accorded it : - 
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' 6  Colonel Bartlett, Massachusetts commits today to the 
hands of the Fifty-Seventh Regiment of Infantry Volunteers, the 
flag of the United Statee and the State colors of the Common- 
wealth, to be borne hereafter by your command, on those fields 
where you shall conduct them, to carry on the struggle for the 
maintenance of government and the perpetuation of the rights and 
liberties of the people. Prom the rich and rural heart of Massa- 
chusetts, whence have marched already many of her sons during 
the present war, she is now to send a new battalion, numbering 
in its ranks many of her most precious and hopeful sons, as she 
has already surrendered others to her country. 

' 6  We commit these sacred emblems to your hands with a 
confidence never surpassed, for you and many of your command 
are vetern11 soldiers. Many of your regiment have already faced 
the foe, as you, on many fields, have done. We address you 
confidently - soldiers of tried valor and large experience are 
before us. 

It is an interesting period which calls you, Mr. Commander, 
for the third time to draw your sword. Three years, more than 
one-third the time occupied by our fathers in the old Revolutionary 
War, have passed in our battle with the unhallowed and unjust 
revolt. The consequences to mankind, the niark which is made 
in history by the struggle of right with unparalleled wrong, will 
itself never find a parallel in achievements of the past. I t  was 
for independence our fathers fought ; we for liberty and civiliza- 
tion. 

You will join an army of three years' experience, composed 
of tried and veterau troops who on many fields have proved their 
tenacity and strength of intellect and body. 

$ 6  When we consider the vast resources of the nation, the 
numbers of soldiers of whom the army i~ composed, aud the 
capacity of the oUlcers by whom they are led, we feel that they 
can ch~llenge comparison with any in the world. And you, Mr. 
Commander, have the satisfaction of knowiug that they are to be 
combined and led by an offlcer whose successes have run current 
with the fortunes of the war, and in view of whose illustrious ser- 
vices already given, we may cherish the fond and pious hope and 
aspirations that God will, ere long, grant us the victory. 
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I commit these bannere to you se a citizen of Msesachusetta 
and as a personal friend, an otklcer firm y d  loyal, a citizen faith- 
ful and patriotic, a friend in whom there is no guile, with a satis- 
faction no wads  can express, and whatever fate may be before 
you, I know that neither on the white stripes of the one flag 
nor the white field of the other will there ever fall the slightest 
dishonor." 

After receiving the colors Colonel Bartlett responded as 
follows : - 

Your Excellency, I hope, sir, we shall do the Bag more 
credit in action than we do ourselves in speech." Then turning to 
the regiment he spoke in a clear voice and with an impassioned 
utterance that inspired every heart, carefully and slowly meaeur- 
ing every sentence, as follows : - 

G L  My men, this flag which is the standard of our own Massa- 
chusetts, and this which we have been taught to look upon as the 
sacred emblem of our nation, has today been formally entrusted 
to our keeping, to carry and defend, by the Governor of our State. 
Can I say to him for you that you will try to do honor to this 
trust; that you will carry it and defend it whenever and wher- 
ever duty calls ; that you will never desert, disown or disgrace it ; 
that you will swear by it, pray for it, live for it, and, if need be, 
die for it ; and that you will devote yourselvee to its service until it 
shalI be feared and respected throughout the recreant South as it 
is loved and cherished by the loyal North? 

b 6  Ever since that nag was insulted by traitors in Charleston 
Harbor it has had a warmer place in the heart of every loyal man. 
When her high-toned orators threatened the South's rebellion and 
secession, we endured a great deal of personal insult and abuse, 
calmly and ~ilently, but when, riper-like, she turned and fired 
upon the flag which had shielded and protected her, she struck a 
blow which blood alone can atone for. She made a blot upon 
the page of our national history, which we are in arms today to 
wipe out. As it went slowly and sullenly down on those battered 
walls, it went up like magic on every hill-top and tower, on every 
steeple and staff throughout the North, and nearer and dearer to 
us than anything else on earth and reverenced next to our 
religion, is that old flag still. 



"There are those at the South who, still true to their coun- 
try, are waiting silently and patiently till they see the gleam of its 
folds again, a token of the return of good government, the over- 
throw of despotism and rebellion ; and there nre those, too, who 
wait hopefully, prayerfully for ita coming, for they know that 
now and hereafter wherever that flag Boats all men are free." 

The address was received with hearty applnuse. 
Sunday, April loth, the regiment was marched into the city 

and attended church at the Old South where Rev. E. A. Walker 
preached an interesting and patriotic sermon. 

All now felt that the time wae drawing near when the pleas- 
ant relations and social attachments with the people of Worcester 
must be severed and the regiment take the Aeld. 

The emcient quartermaster had eupplied the necessary camp 
equipage for field service and each soldier had the followillg arti- 
cles issued to him, which he was required to carry on his person, 
viz. : - 

1 great coat. 1 tin cup. 
1 fatigue coat. 1 knife and fork. 
2 pairs flannel drawers. 1 spoon. 
2 flannel shirts. 1 tin plate. 
2 pairs stockings. 1 rubber blanket. 
1 pair shoes. 1 haversack. 
1 blanket. 1 canteen. 
1 knapsack. 

These articles when packed upon a man's back, together 
with his rifle and equipments, made considerable of a lond. A 
small man looked all knapsack, with his legs hanging outside to 
steer by. 

Sunday, April l i th ,  was the last day in Camp John E. Wool. 
Every one was getting ready and, though busy, snatching a few 
moments for hurried chat with the friends they were to leave 
behind. 
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the budding flowers and opening spring of 1864, 
the long-expected orders came for the regiment to 
take the Reld. The quiet, happy scenes of peace 

I . ' : were to be suddenly transformed into those of 
!- , - /  - bloody strife. Tender words were exchanged be- 

';D tween sweethearb, relatives and friends who had made 
EL '; camp life so delightful during the past winter. Many 
were the fond, anxious looks and sad farewells that followed the 
line of blue on that lovely April day, as the regiment marched 
out of Camp Wool and embarked on a special train on the 
Norwich and Worcester Railroad, and many were the beating 
hearts in blue whose affections were left behind. Strong links 
that bind one to home and friends also inspire him to a higher 
sense of duty, for he realizes that they confide in his honor and 
bravery to do his duty and he feels that he has accepted a sacred 
obligation, which he cannot betray without sacrificing all his honor 
and manhood, which, to a true man, are dearer than life itself. 

The train left at two P.M., April 18th, 1864, having on board 
nine hundred and twenty-eight men. At Norwich the regiment 
was loaded on a government transport and landed at Jersey City 
the iext  morning. After remaining upon the dock until about 
noon, it was again loaded upon cars for Philadelphia. All knew 
our destination wae Annapolis, but from there one could only 
conjecture what disposition was to be made of us. 

The regiment arrived at Philadelphia in the evening and was 
hospitably entertained by the citizens at Cooper Refreshment 
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Rooms. Never will the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts and other 
regiments forget the bountiful feast which was provided for the 
hungry men arriving in that city on their way to the seat of war. 
I t  was a noble exhibition of Philadelphia loyslty and patriotism 
shining down through the long years from 1'776. The record of 
this beneficence will be held in everlasting remembrance. During * 

the war those volunteer women and men furuished food to more 
than one million of soldiers, lodging to forty thousand, while 
twenty thousand had their wounds dressed and cared for by at- 
tendants in the adjoiuing hospital. No doubt this has been 
mentioned in every regimental history of Massachusetts troops 
that marched through Philadelpkia during the war. If not, it 
deserves a place there. Too frequent mention cannot be made 
of such lofty acts of patriotism which show that loyal hearts 
live not alone in the armies but with the people who sustain 
them. 

The history of the Cooper Refreshment Rooms would fill 
volumes. They were established early in the wnr from a little 
incident hardly worth mentioning. The wife of a poor mechanic 
who lived near the landing that was the terminus of the Camden 
and Amboy Railroad in that city, went out one morning with her 
coffee pot and cup and gave hot coffee to about a dozen soldiers. 
This was the beginning which led to the building of such a mag- 
nificent system of relief, which will always be remembered by 
every soldier that passed through the city of L L  Brotherly Lore " 
during the War of the Rebell~on. 

The work was quickly taken up and carried on by other 
loyal women in Philadelphia who imn~ediately formed the~nselres 
into a committee for the general distribution of coffee to passing 
Union soldiers, whether going to or returning from the seat of 
war. The men were not long in coming to the assistance of the 
ladies. At first refreshments were collected and served und& the 
trees in front of a cooper's shop on Otsego Street, near \frashing. 
ton Ave. The patriotic Mr. William Cooper, the owner of the 
shop, soon saw what was needed and immediately gave the use of 
his large shop for this purpose. The building was a t  once 
cleared and the first regiment was fetl under its roof May 2ith, 
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1861. A banner wse stretched across the street bearing the fol- 
lowing words in large letters : 

COOPER'B SHOP 

VOLUNTEER REPBESHMENT SALOON 

FBEE. 

The delnand became so great that other rooms near by had to 
be opened and eventually a temporary hospital waa attached and 
the beet of medical attention given where it was needed. 

One may reaeonably hope for pardon in digreeeing a little 
from the main subject to epeak of an inetitution which accom- 
plished so much good. While recording deeds of valor upon the 
battlefield, we cannot forget the good, self-sacrificing work of 
the noble women of our land, who not only administered food and 
clothing, but were found at the front in the hospitals, nursing the 
sick and wounded, and giving hope and encouragement to the 
dying. The touch of their hands was like a soft, healing balm 
after the work of the surgeon'e knife and saw. Their purity of 
character wae always above reproach; even the harehest voice 
became eoftened and the roughest nature spellbound in their 
presence. They came like minieterinp; angels, alwaye shedding a 
glow of sunlight. They took the place of our mothers and sie- 
ters, - God blase them. Their influence for good permeated 
through all grades and conditions and he was none the less a 
brave eoldipr who carried the love of a pure woman buttoned 
beneath his coat of blue. 

After the entertainment the regiment waa marched across the 
city and took cars of all .descriptions and reached Baltimore on 
Wednesday, April 20th; there receiving for the first time, their 
taste of army fare, the historic hard tack and salt meat. The 
ride from Baltimore to Annapolis was very comfortable and pleas- 
ant. The latter-named place wae reached in the afternoon and, 
after a march of about two miles, camp wae made in a ploughed 
field where the men received their first experience in sleeping on 
the ground. 
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The next morning steps were taken to put the camp in proper 
order. A detail was made of about twenty men for b c  police " 
purposes. Policing in the army does not mean exactly the same 
as in civil life. I t  is not for the purpose of preserving order and 
arresting the disorderly, but for the purpose of cleaning up the 
camp. The officer in charge was directed to report to the officer 
of the day when the work was completed. The detail worked 
faithfully and removed everything objectionable to health and 
cleanliness, when the report waa made to the offlcer of the day 
that the work was completed. After the latter had made an 
inspection he disapproved the report in a very positive manner 
and directed the whole camp to be swept with brooms. Accord- 
ingly work was resumed and this newly-ploughed fleld was care- 
fully swept during a high wind. The sanitary improvements that 
were thereby made have not been discovered to this day 

The Ninth Army Corps, under Maj.-Gen. Ambrose E. Burn- 
side, was at Annapolis, reorganizing after its previous severe cam- 
paign in Eaet Tennessee. The Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts wae 
assigned to the First Brigade, First Division of this Corps. Two 
days were spent in preparation for the march of the whole corps to 
the sent of war. Every one theu saw that the destination was the 
Army of the Potomac. Five days' rations were issued and camp 
was broken Saturday morning, April 23d. The regiment was first 
formed into column of companies, ranks opened, knapsacks 
unslung and company commanders were ordered to make a thor- 
ough inspection and permit the men to carry nothing but their 
arms and equipments, five days' rations in their haversacks; a 
change of underclothing, one blanket, one overcoat and a pair of 
shoes in the knapsacks, a tin cup, knife, fork and spoon. Provi- 
sion had been made and considerable. extra clothing had been 
packed in boxes and stored at Annapolis, in charge of the quarter- 
master there, to be forwarded when it was required, yet there was 
still a surplus. 

In complying with this order many of the knapsacks were 
found neatly packed with precious little keepsakes and other 
treasures, esteemed of more value by their owners than any article 
of clothing. I t  seemed like highway robbery to throw them out, but 
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they had to go. Most of them were picked up and slyly put back 
into the knapsack again. I t  seemed like sacrilege to leave such 
things scattered upon the ground. 

The line of march wae then taken up for Virginia by way of 
Washington. The day was extremely hot and the knapsacks 
weighed like lend, growing heavier and heavier with each weary 
step. As human endurance reached the limit, the conclusion was 
forced upon them that some portion of their load would have to be 
discarded. I t  was so hot it seemed as if it never could get cool 
again, besides we were marching South - of what use would a 
blauket ever be to them again? hence the blanket was first to be 
left by the roadside ; that helped a little, but some left the over- 
coat, also, while others discarded everything save the musket and 
equipments. Thoae who had seen previous service were excep- 
tions. The road was strewn for miles with knapsacks, overcoats 
and blankets. A number of Jewish traders from Annapolis 
followed the command with wagons and reaped quite a harvest for 
their future trade. 

Fifteen miles were made the first day. Considering the ex- 
treme heat, and that it was the first march, this waa considered 
excellent. The corps went into camp by brigades in some green 
fields along by a winding stream. Coffee was soon made and 
preparations completed for the night. Those who were without 
blankets or overcoats found the night rather uncomfortable. The 
a m p  of the Fifty-Seventh was very near the centre. Looking up 
and down the little stream, the camp fires could be seen burning 
brightly. As the night wore on the dimly flickering lights showed 
the watchful sentinels silently walking past and, no doubt, reflect- 
ing upon the fast fading glamour of soldier life ns the stern reali- 
ties were appearing. How changed everything seemed. 

Sunday morning, April 24th, with the first dawn of day, 
reveille sounded through the sleeping camp and soon the dying 
embers were fanned into new life for hot coffee. There was no 
sound of the L L  church-going bells," no quiet Sabbath morn, but 
the martial strains of the fife and drum reminded us that we were 
L L  marching as to war." Tente were struck at fire o'clock A.M.,  

and the whole command was soon on the march proceeding towards 



Washington. The distance made this day waa twenty miles, 
going into camp late at night in a driving rain storm. 

The next morning, April 25th, the third day of the march, 
the line was not formed until about seven o'clock A.M. and the 
march reeumed. 

A halt for dinner was made in the vicinity of Washington 
where the uu5nished dome of the Capitol could be seen. After 
dinner the march was again taken up and proceeded through the 
city of Washington. The Ninth Corps passed before President 
Lincoln in review, and every man waa enabled to get a good look 
at him. 

The President received the review from the balcony of 
Willard's Hotel, accompanied by General Burnside and Hon. 1 
Francis Wayland, formerly a resident of Worcester, but at that 
time Lieutenant-Governor of Connecticut. The troops marched 
past in column of companies at full distance and presented a fine 
appearance by their regular cadenced step and well preserved 
company front. Both Houses of Congress adjourned to witness 
the review. , Crossing the long bridge immediately after, the 
regiment stood, for the first time, on the blood-stained eoil of 
Virginia, where for the next year it was to consecrate the soil 
with much of their own best blood. I t  was well that coming 
events were not foreshadowed. I t  always seenle best that our 
future is unknown to us. The regiment went into camp not far 
beyond the river, near some old abandoned works that had 
previously been used in defence of the Capital, where it remained 
until the following Wednesday. 

Wednesday, April Zith, four days' rations were issued and 
forty rounds of ammunition per man. Camp Was broken, the 
march resumed and a distance of nearly twenty miles made. The 
day was excessively warm, many of the men were footsore and 
the march seemed to drag heavier than any previoue oue. One 
man, Private Ilorace Clark, Company H, received a severe sun- 
stroke, from the effects of which he died and was buried by the 
roadside with military honors, the chaplain officiating. This was 
the first death in the Fifty-Seventh. The regiment went into 
camp for the night near Fairfax Court House. March was again 1 
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resumed at eight o'clock A.M.  the. next day, through Centreville. 
This small village was deserted and nearly destroyed by the 
ravages of war. But few buildings were standing and those were 
badly battered. 

A halt was made for dinner on the old Bull Run battlefield, 
going into camp at sundown at Bristow Station. The march was 
again taken up the next morning, Friday, the 29th, proceeding. 
throtigh Warrenton, making camp near there, and continuing the 
nest day to the Rappabannock river, where the regiment went 
into camp to the south of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad 
and became merged into the grand Army of the Potomac ; although 
the Ninth Corps remained as an independent command under 
General Ri~rneide until May 24th. 

The next day the regiment moved into the camp vacated by 
the 20th Maine, which regiment had moved on towards Brandy 
Station. Tbe whole army was astir making preparations for the 
grand ca~npaign about to open. The 20th Maine had occupied a 
very pretty camp during the previous winter, on the heights 
bordering the east bank of the river, by the railroad bridge. This 
had been made quite comfortable. 'I'emporary shelter was made 
of loge, the interstices betweeu being filled with small stones and 
mud, a fireplace in each, with a chimney built of stone and mud, or 
two barrels, one fitted on top of the other. The roofs were made 
of shelter tents. Pieces of packing boxes were laid upon the 
ground for flooring; in some cases covered with an old rug or 
piece of carpeting. Temporary bunks had been constructed of 
pieces of packing boxes or barrel staves and pliable poles. These 
huts seemed palatial compared to sleeping under shelter tent8 on 
the ground and spoke well for the good taste and enterprise of 
the 20th Maine. Much time and labor had been expended in the 
construction of this camp and eyerything showed neatness and 
order. The huts of the enlisted men were equally as good aa 
those of the of3cere. Each company formed a street, the huts in 
two lines facing each other, the officers' hub on another line and 
at right angles with the 'line of company streets; at the farther 
end of the streeta were the company kitchens. The situation was 
delightful, overlooking an extensive laudscape stretching for 
miles away into Culpepper county. 
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Picket stations were occupied on the opposite side of the 
river. The writer remembers his first tour of picket duty in the 
Army of the Potomac. The night was dark, cold and rainy, with 
mud galore. After standing in the rain and mud all night without 
any sleep, it seemed good to get under shelter the next morning to 
sleep and get dry. I t  was not long, however, before the adju- 
tant appeared with an order for the regular muster rolls and 
" Company Monthly Report." There was no further rest. The 
rolls and report had to be made out at once. This was the first 
muster in the field and seemed to those unacquainted with the 
routine of otBcial business in the army as wholly superfluous. 
We all knew we were there and bow we felt. The colonel had 
our morning report and be also knew who were present. What 
difference could it make at the War Department? Why torment 
us in this way? I t  was extremely difficult to get the uececisary 
data to make out the papers correctly, jet  they muclt be sent in 
by a certain hour. I t  was a day of painful toil and auxiety. 
After the work had been completed and viewed with a degree of 
satisfaction, a heavy wind came up, accompanied by rain, which 
carried away the frail roof of the hut and nearly ruined the papers 
upon which so much time had been expended and patience lost. 
There was no time to repair damage, so they ha(\ to be sent in as 
they were and remain today among the archives of the War 
Department, in the record of which there is no feeling of pride, 
but it was the best that could be done under such adverse circum- 
stances. 

Before reaching this point an order had been issued detailing 
Capt. George H. Howe of Company E on the Brigade Staff as 
Acting Assisttint Inspector-General, which left the company 
under command of Lieut. John Anderson. 

First Lieut. George E. Bqton had also been detailed in 
charge of the Ambulance Corps of the First Division, but was 
relieved after the battle of Cold Harbor and rejoined the regiment, 
and expressed great pleasure on returning. He said he wanted 

to be with the boys, to rejoice when they rejoice, and weep when 
they weep," but his disposition not being of the c L  weeping" kind, 
he was always found " rejoicing." 



CHAPTER 111. 

8 THE WILDERNESS. 

N approaching the subject of this great battle we are 
mindful of the fact that it has been written over and 

' ' - 1 1  over again from otllcial standpointe, in which the 
/- r -- ' ' grand movements of army corps and divisions are por- -33 

(:.- I trayed, and where tactical movementa are reviewed 

. ' by the military critic. I t  will be our effort to write from 
6 the other end, or from the ranks of the Fifty-Seventh 
Massachusetts, as seen by one who was there. This is a mat- 
ter, perhaps, of small general interest to the public, but of 
great personal moment to each individual soldier who faced the 
storm of that terrible battle with the Fifty-Seventh. The Ninth 
Corps, to which the regiment belonged, acting in concert with the 
grand old Army of the Potomac, it becomes necessary to turn to 
the movements and conditions of this army in order to show the 
history of the Fifty-Serenth in this, its first engagement as an 
organization. 

There were no points of special advantage in the Widerneee, 
except those covered by the roads leading through it, the possee- 
sion of which became one of the priucipal objects of contention. 
This was called ' the Wilderness " because it waa one in fact ae 
well ae iu name, in all that the word implies, being a wild tract of 
desolate country lying south of the Rapidan river in Orange and 
Spotteylvania Counties, Virginia, about fifteen miles in length 
from east to west and about ten in width. 

Of all places on earth for battle it would be hard to select 
one more gloomy and desolate, or one presenting so many obsta- 
cles to the formation of battle lines. The deep jungles and dark 
ravines of this almost impenetrable forest rendered rapid and 



strategical formations and movements impossible, the ground 
being considerably broken and thickly covered with a growth of 
dwarf pines, scrub oak, brambles, thorns and briars, so inter- 
woven that one experienced the utmost difllculty in getting through 
and cotild see but a short distance in any direction. It did not 
possess one cheerful feature and seemed the last plam in the 
world for the habitation of man ; yet in this dark forest was to be 
fought one of the grandest and nlost sanguinary battles of 
modern times. 

From this brief description one can readily we that large 
armies would meet with great difficulty in moving with unbroken 
lines and anything like order or regularity. 

Three main roads lead through the Wilderness, the Orange 
plank road and the Orange turnpike, running from the west, a 
little north of east, a few miles apart and nearly parallel, and the 
Germanna plank road, running in a southeasterly direction from 
Germanus Ford on the Rapidan river, and intersecting the two 
former at nearly right angles, the two points of intersection being 
about two miles apart and in the very heart of the Wilderness. 
The Germanna plank road is continued south by what was known 
aa the Brock road, while further to the south, and nearly parallel 
to the Germnnna plank, ran the Catharpin road, the last mentioned 
passing only through the southern border of the Wilderness, 
which was a more open country. The points of intersection of 
the Germanna plank road with the Orange pike and Orange plank 
roads became of great value to both the Federals and confederates 
and where the fiercest struggles took place. 

This section was familiar to the Confederates but almost en- 
tirely unkilown to the Federals. I t  was like groping in the dark 
to them. 

From the ranks it is impossible for one to know the plans of 
the comn~anding general or the disposition of the several organi- 
zations composing the army, save the one to which he belongs. 
He marches, whither he does not know, or whether there is to be 
a general engagement or only a little skirmishing with movements 
to gain position. The situation is all a speculation with Mm. 
He trudges along with his blanket roll, musket and forty ivunds 
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of ammunition. He thinks and hopes and never loses an oppor- 
tunity to brew his coffee when a halt is made long enough. There 
was one thing that every soldier in the Army of the Potomac 
knew beyond a doubt; it had been learned by long experience 
that whenever a movement was made towards the enemy he could 
be found and always ready to flgbt with a skill and bravery that 
were the admiration of the world. This was the greatest obsta- 
cle to contend with and was the real cause of prolonging the 
war. I t  is our purpose, however, to write only the part per- 
fornied by the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts, but in describing it, 
we find it hard to separate the regiment from the army to which 
it belonged. 

While the genial warmth of spring waa thawing the icy 
shackles of winter and Nature's sunny smiles winning into new 
life the green leaves and budding flowers, emblems of peace and 
beauty, two large armies were facing each other, in full martial 
array, from opposite banks of the river Rapidan in Virginia, pre- 
paring for a scene quite out of harmony with nature's loveliness, 
that of bloody, fratricidal war, one of death and widespread 
desolation. The Confederate Artny of Northern Virginia for the 
purpose of destroying the Federal government, and the Federal 
Army of the Potomac for the purpose of saving i t ;  the former 
numbering something over sixty thousand. Reports from the 
records of the War Department at Washington show it to have 
been 61,953, in the aggregate of all arms of the service present 
for duty, with 224 guns. 

I t  held strongly intrenched positions south of the river, 
located 8s follows : the left (Longstreet) at Gordonsville, the 
center (A. P. Hill) at Orange Court House, the right (Ewell) 
resting on the river near Raccoon Ford, the force along the 
river being more for the purpose of observation, the main force 
being posted in echelon towards Orange Court House, and back 
to the vicinity of Gordonsville, where Longstreet had twelve 
thoilsand men, and was ready to move in any direction as oircum- 
stances might require. An advance by the Federals in any 
direction could be anticipated and promptly met by the Con- 
federates. 
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The Army of the Potomac, though under the imn~edialx com- 
mand of General Meade, waa virtually under the orders and in- 
structions of General Grant who had his hedquarters with it. It 
was composed of three corps, - posted on the north bank of the 
Rapidan and Rappabnnock, a few miles above their confluence,- 
the Second, Fifth and Sixth, commanded by Generals Hancock, 
Warren and Sedgwick, together with the cavalry, under General 
Sheridan and the Ninth Corps under General Burnside, who com- 
manded it at that time independently of General Meade. 

The total effective force armed and equipped, present for 
duty April 30, 1864, waa 119,869, with 316 guns. This includes 
all arms of the service, Provost Guard, Reserre Artillery, En- 
gineers and Ninth Army Corps, but this whole force waa not 
taken into the battle. The Fourth Division of the Niuth Corps 
(colored), numbering 3,095 men, was detailed to guard the wagon 
trains. The cavalry, about twelve thousand, could not operate in 
the Wilderness, hence only a small portion of it was employed in 
protecting the left flank, while the artillery experienced still 
greater ditfIculty in obtaining position and only a few batteries 
were employed. This would reduce the Federal force actually 
engaged to less than one hundred thousand. Neither ai-tillery 
nor infantry could be handled to advantage in such a place, hence, 
it was almost wholly an infantry fight. The mistake generally made 
by Confederate writers is that the Federal strength is always esti- 
mated in the aggregate, while their own is placed at the actual 
number present for duty bearing arms. The prepouderence of 
numbers was in favor of the Federals, but not in such great pro- 
portion as has been represented, and this advantage was con- 
siderably neutralized in such a thicket as the Wilderuess, where 
the Federals were the attacking party in a region unknown to them, 
while the Confederates were acting upon the defensive in a region 
well known to them, and, holding interior lines, they were able to 
meet the Federals with equal force at every point. Under all 
the circumstances the advantage of numbers became neutralized 
in such a tangled thicket as the Wilderness. When lines are 
broken in such a place the troops are forced to fall back in con- 
siderable confusion and disorder, which the attacking party is 
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unable to take advantage of by advancing quickly, as it is not able 
to preserve an unbroken front and is, therefore, often thrown into 
an almost equal confusion. Both sides are obliged to halt and 
re-form, the advantage gsined being only a few yards in advance 
and a few prisonere, and this gained at a great sacrifice of life. 

The two armies were in fine condition, both as to drill and 
. discipline, and each confidant in its own strength and the ability 

of the distinguished oBcers who commanded, with that experience 
and morale which could never suffer another Bull Run. They had 
fnced each other in deadly strife for nearly three years and might 
be said to know each othet. Upon these two armies hung the 
hopes and fears of both the N o f i  and South ; the destruction of 
either carried with it more than a simple victory: it carried either 
the successf ul establishment of the Southern Confederacy, with a 
complete destruction of our Republic, or the overthrow of slavery 
and the death of the Confederacy. The whole civilized world 
looked on with more than ordinary interest as each side gathered 
all its strength for what promised to be a final anddesperate struggle, 
which was to decide the fate of the nation and demonstrate 
whether or not a republican form of government, by the people, 
possessed patriotism and strength enough to save itself from over- 
throw by internal strife. 

Every render of history is familiar with the plan of the cam- 
paign as formulated by the two distinguished generals who com- 
manded the opposing forces ; the object of General Grant being to 
turn General Lee's right flank, defeat his army by placing the 
Army of the Potomac between it and Richmond, the fall of which 
place would eventunlly follow the successful accomplishment of 
such a scheme, the Ninth Corps to be held in reserve, along the 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad, until the suocess of this move- 
ment became well assured, and to check any counter-move that 
the Confederate commander might undertake towards the vicinity 
of Washington. 

The plan of General Lee was to remain on the defensive 
offensive within his strong intrenchments, with the general 
features of the country in his favor, and to fall upon the ~edera l s  
while on 'the march, by consolidating his forces and throwing 



them rapidly forward upon m e  point where the Federals could 
be taken by surprise and at a disadvantage, breaking their line of 
march and cutting their force in twain, then defeating each in 
succession. I t  has been stated on good authority that General 
Lee had meanR of ascertaining the plane and movements of 
General Grant, even before their attempted execution, and was 
thereby enabled to anticipate him at all points. There seems to . 
be no doubt that General Grant, who had heretofore met with 
almost uninterrupted success, greatly under-estimated the ability of 
General Lee and the spirit of the troops under his command, and 
commenced the campaign with more confidence, as later experi- 
ence showed, than the circumstances justified. Of all the plans 
that had been considered in previous campaign6 and tried by 
McClellan, Burnside, Hooker and Pope, only two were deemed 
practical - one the overland, direct upon Richmond, the other by 
water, ascending the James river from Fortress Monroe. Each 
possessed adra~ltages and disadvantages; both had been tried 
with dis~strous resulta ; one failed, as was claimed, from lack of 
proper support, and the other from lack of concert of action and 
generalship. Plans look beautiful on paper and in theory, but 
most of them, as experience haa demonstrated, are difficult to 
practice. However, General Grant selected the overland and this 
is how the trouble commenced. 

The Army of the Potomac was too large and unwieldy to 
move in single column, hence it had to qove in two, and by corps. 
In this movement it became necessary for one column to pass 
directly through the Wilderness, while the other was to move 
nearly parallel to it just south of the Wilderness towards Chan- 
cellorsville, and within supporting distance, on the two roads 
heretofore described, the Germanna plank and the Catharpin. The 
long anticipated order was finally issued and as it will give the 
reader a more intelligent understanding of the eventa that fol- 
lowed, it is copied verbcltim, as follows : - 
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HEADQUARTERB ARMY OB THE POTOMAC, 
May 2d, 1864. 

ORDERS. 

1. The Army will move on Wednesday the 4th May, 1864. 
2. On the day previous, Tuesday, Sd May, Major-General Sherldan, 

commanding Cavalry Corps, will move Gregg's Cavalry Dlvlsion to the 
viclnity of Richardsville. I t  will be accompanied by one-half of the 
canvas ponton train, the englneer troops, which wlll repair the road 
to Ely's Ford as  far  as practicable wlthout exposlng their work to the 
observation of the enemy. Guards will be placed In all the occupied 
houses on or in the viclnity of the route of the c ~ v a l r y  and in advance 
toward the Rapldan, so as to prevent any communlcatlon wlth the enemy 
by the inhabltante. The same precaution will be taken at  the same time 
in front of the Pirst and Third Cavalry Dlvlslons and wherever it  may be 
considered necessary. 

At two o'clock A.M. on the 4th May, Gregg's Divlslon wlll move to 
E l y ' ~  Ford, cross the Rapldan as soon se the canvas ponton bridge 1s laid, 
If the river 1s not fordable, aud as soon as the infantry of the Secoud 
Corps is up, will move to the viclnity of Piney Branch Church, or In that 
section, throwing reconnolssances well out ou the Pamunkey road towards 
Spottsylvanla Court House, fiamllton's Crosslng and Frederlcksburg. 

The roads past Piney Branch Church, Tod's tavern, etc., will be 
kept clear for the passage of the lnfantry the following day. The 
cavalry dlvlsion will remaln In this position to  cover the passage of 
the army tralns, and will move with them and cover their left flank. 

At mldnlght on the 3d May, the Thlrd Cavalry Division, with 
one-half the canvas ponton brldge train, which wlll joln it  after dark, 
wlll move to Germanna Ford, taklng the plank road, and cross the 
Rapidan as soon as the brldge 1s laid, if the river is not fordable, and 
hold the crossing untll the infantry of the Fifth Corps Is up; it will 
then move to Parker's store on the Orange Court IIouse plank road or 
that viclnity, sending out strong reconnolssances on the Orange plank 
and plke roads, and the Catharpin and Pamunkey roads, until they feel 
the enemy, and at  least as far as  Robertson's tavern, the Hope Church, 
and Orrnond's or Roblnson's. 

A11 iutelligence concerning the enemy will be communicated with 
promptitude to headqunrters and to the corps and divlsion co~nmanders 
of the nearest lnfantrg troops. 

3. Major-General Warren, commanding Fifth Corps, wlll send two 
divisions a t  mldnight of the 3d inst., by way of Stevensbnrg and the 
plank road to the croeslng of Germanna Ford. So much bridge train as  
rnay be necessary to bridge the Rapldan at  Gemanna Ford, with such 
artillery as may be required, will accompany these divisions, which wlll 
be followed by the remainder of the corps at  such hour that the 
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column will cross the Kapidan wlthont delay. Such disposition of the 
troops and artillery as may be found necessary to cover the bridge will 
be made by the corps commander, who, after crossfnp, will move to 
the vlcinity of the Old Wilderness tavern, on the Orange Court House 
pike. 

The corps will move the following day past the head of Catharpin 
Run, crossing the Orange Court House plank road at  Parker's store. 

4. Major-General Sedgwick, commanding the Sixth Corps, will 
move at  four A.M. on the 4th lnst., by way of Stevensburg and the 
Gerluanna plank road to Germnnna Ford, following the Fifth Corps, and 
after crossing the Rapidan will hirouac on the heights beyond The 
canvas ponton train will he taken up as soon as  the troops of the Sixth 
Corps have crolrscd, and will follow immedlately in rear of the troops of 
that corps. 

So much of the bridge train of the Slxth Corps as  may be necessary 
to bridge the Rapldan at  Culpepper Mine Ford will proceed to Richards- 
vllle in rear of the reserve artillery, and as soon as it  is ascertained that 
the reserve artlllery are crossing, it will move to Culpepper Mine Ford, 
where the bridge wlll be established. 

The engineers of this bridge train wlll a t  once open a road from 
Culpepper Mlne Ford direct to Hichardsvllle. 

5. Major-General Hancock, commanding Second Corps, will eend 
two divisions, with so much of the bridge train as  may be necessary to 
bridge the Rapidan at  Ely's Ford, and such artillery as may be required, 
a t  midnight of the 3d inst. to Ely's Ford. The remainder of the Corps 
will follow a t  such hour that the column will cross the Rapidan wlthout 
delay. The canvas ponton train at  this ford will be taken up as soon as 
the troops of this corps have passed, and will move with it a t  the head 
of the trnins that accompany the troops. Tho wooden ponton bridge 
will remaln. The Second Corps will enter the Stevensburg and Richards- 
ville road at  Madden's. ln order that the route from Stevensburg to 
the plank road may be free for the Fifth and Slxth Corps. After crosr- 
ing the Rapldan the Second Corps will move to the viciuity of Chandler's 
or Chancellorsvllle. 

6. I t  1s expected that the ndvancedivlsions of the Fifth and Second 
Corps, with the wooden ponton trains, will be nt the deslguated point 
of crossing not later than six A.M. of the 4th lnst. 

7. The reserve artillery will move at  three A.M. of the 4th inst., 
and follow the Second Corps, passing Mountain Run at  Ross's Mills, or 
Hamilton's Crossing a t  Ely's Ford, tnke the road to Chancellorsvllle, and 
halt for the night a t  Hunting Creek. 

8. Great care wlll be taken by the corps commanders that the 
roads are promptly repaired by the pioneers wherever needed, not only 
for the temporary wants of the division or corps to which the pioneers 



belong, but for the paasage of the troops and trains that follow on the 
same route. 

9. During the movement on the 4th and following days, the com- 
manders of the Fifth and Sixth Corps will occupy the roads on the rlght 
flank t o  corer the passage of thelr corps, and will keep their flankers 
well out In that dlrectlon. 

The commander of the Second Corps and reserve artlllery wlll 
in a slmilar manner look out for the left flank. Wherever practicable, 
double columns wlll be used to shorten the columns. Corps commauders 
wlll keep in communication and connection with each other, and co- 
operate wherever necessary. Their picket llnus will be connected. They 
will keep the Commanding General constantly advi~ed of their progress 
and of evurythlng important that occurs, and wlll send staff omcers to  
acquaint him with the locatlon of thelr headquarters. Durlng the move- 
ment of the 4th inst. headquarters will be on the route of the Wfth and 
Sixth Corps. It  wlll be establlehed at  night between those corps and 
the Germanna plank road. 

10. The lnfantry troops will take wlth them flfty ronnds of ammunl- 
tlon npou the person, three (9) days' full ratlons In the haversacks, three 
(3) days' bread and small rations in the knapeacks, and three (4) days' 
beef on the hoof. 

E ~ c h  corps will take with l t  one-half of its intrenching tools, one 
hospital wagon and one medlum wagon for each brigade; one-half of 
the ambula~~ce traine and the llght spring wagon, and pack anlmals 
allowed a t  the varioulr headquarters. No other trains or means of trann- 
portation than those just speclfled wlll accompany the corps, except such 
wagons ns may be necessary for the forp;efor Immediate use for flve (5) 
days. Thc artillery will have wlth them the ammunltlon of the calssons 
only. 

11. The subsistence and other trains loaded wlth the amount of 
ratlons, forage, Infantry and artlllery ammunition, etc., heretofore 
ordered, the surplus wooden pontons of the dfaerent corps, etc. wlll be 
assembled under the dlrectlon of the chief quartermaster of the army In 
the vlclnlty of Richardsville, wlth a view to crossing the Rapidan by 
bridges at  Ely's Ford and Colpepper Mine Ford. 

12. A detail of one thousand or twelve hundred men will be made 
from each corps as  guard for its subsistence and other tralns. Thls d a  
tall will be composed of entlre regiments as  far aa practicable. No other 
guards whatever for regimental, brlgade, division or corps wagons will 
be allowed. Each detall will he under command of an otecer selected 
for that purpose, and the whole will be commanded by the senlor otecer 
of the three. Thls guard wlll be so disposed as to protect the tralns on 
the march and in park. The trains are likewise protected by cavalry on 
the flank and rear. 



18. Major-General Sheridan, command in^ the cavalry corps, will 
direct the First Cavalry nivlslon to call in ita plckets and patrols on the 
rlght on the mornlng of the 4th Inrt. and hold ltaelf ready to move and 
cover the tralns of the army. It will plcket and watch the fords of the 
Rapidan from Hapidan Station to Germanna Ford. On the morning of 
the 6th, the First Cavalry Dlvlslon will cross the Rapidan at Germanna 
Ford and wver the right flank of the trains while croesing the Rapldan 
and durlng thelr movement In rear of the army. The slgnal statlons on 
Cedar, Poney and Stoney Mountain8 wlll be maintained ae long a8 
prsctlcable. 

14. The wooden ponton traln at Germanna and Ely's Fords wlll 
remain for the passage of General Bursside's army. That at Culpepper 
Mine Ford will be taken up under the direction of the chlef engineer M 

soon ae the tralns have cro~sed, and wlll move with the train of lta 
corps. 

By command of 
~~AJOR-G~NEBAL MEADE. 

( Stwed) 
s. WILLIAMS, 

Aeeiatant Aaucant-(fencrab. 

The foregoing order would appear complete in all its details, 
yet it does not include the Ninth Corps and the part it was to take 
in the movements of the grand army. General Grn~i t  in hi 
memoirs says: b G  Rurneide, with the Ninth Corps, was left back 
rtt Warrentown, guarding the railroad from Bull Run forward, to 
preserve control of it in case our crossing the Rapidan should be 
long delayed. He was instructed, however, to advance a t  once on 
receiving notice that the army had crossed and a despatch was 
sent to him a little after 1 P.M., giving the information that our 
army had been euccessful." 

The mo~ement commenced at midnight of the 3d of May, 
1864. The camps were broken up and the Army of the Potomac 
moved out, w i ~  all the panoply of war, up011 one of the grandest 
and most bloody campaigns recorded upon the pages of history. 

The right column, which had to pass through the Wilderl~ess, 
was compoeed of the Fifth and Sixth Corps, and crossed the 
Rapidan river at  Germal~na Ford about ten miles below Raccoon 
Ford, where the right of General Lee's army rested. The left 
column was composed of the Second Corps and crossed at  Ely's 
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Ford, about six miles below Germanna Ford, the Ninth Corps 
being left, as heretofore explained. It was also to guard the 
two fords and the supply trains, which had to be moved with the 
army, besides keeping the lines of communicution open. 

All day of the 4th the army moved forward, and the two 
columns crossed the river without opposition, and preceded by a 
large cavalry force, marched rapidly on the great flanking move- 
ment; the right taking the Germanna plank road into the Wilder- 
ness and the left taking the more Southern road towards 
Chancellorsville ; at which point there was a road leading to the 
old Wilderness tavern towards which the right was marching, the 
latter on the side towards the enemy aud therefore expecting to 
encounter him flrst. The bivouac was made for the night near tho 
old Wilderness tavern in the hidden depths of the tangled forest. 
The cavalry had been kept well ont during the day to watch for 
any hostile force that might approach, but however watchful and 
zealous they might have been, they failed to discover the strong 
force that wss approaching under the Confederate General Ewell, 
and also directed upon the salhe point, viz. : Old Wilderness 
tavern. The adrance of the two opposing armies encamped for 
the night within three miles of each other, neither being aware of 
the near approach of the other. That evening General Meade 
commanding the Army of the Potomac issued an order for tthe 
movementa of the following day. In the meantime, General Lee 
had discovered the plan of General Grant and was concentrating 
his forces as rapidly as possible to strike a decisive blow 
upon the right column before it should emerge from the dense 
Wilderness and where it could be attacked to advantage. 
Ewell's adrance was already in close proximity to the Federal 
troops with A. P. Hill's Corps at no great distance, though not 
connected. In compliance with General Meade's order, the Army 
of the Potomac commenced to move at flre A.M on the 5th of 
May and very soon came in contact with the two Confederate 
Corps above mentioned, when the battle known as the Wilderness 
commenced in earnest and raged almost incessantly throughout 
the day, the Fifth Corps sustaining the first shock and gallantly 

a 

maintaining its ground until the Sixth could be brought into posi- 
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tion and later the Second Corps ; the close of the day showing 
heavy losses to both sides with no decided advantage to either; 
but that night plans were formulatecl for bringing up all the avail- 
abln force on both sides for a renewal of the struggle on a grander 
scale. 

Turning again to the Ninth Corps, to which the Fifty-Seventh 
Massachusetts belonged, and which was left back at the Rappa- 
hannock, it wse placed in motion on the 4th and hurried forward 
on a forced march to join the dreadful revelry ." 

The Fifty-Seventh moved from the comfortable camp of the 
20th Maine on the heights above the river and at daybreak, May I 

4th, with forty rounds of ammunition and three days' rntiono, 
commenced the march in the direction of Brandy Station. The 
very name had a kind of inspiration to a tired, thirsty soldier, but, 
after reaching there, it was discovered that the brandy wae all gone 
and the 6 '  boys '' were in the condition of Mother Hubbard's dog 
when ' 6  the cupboard wse bare." Although the distance marched 
was only about six miles a halt was made until five P.M.  when 
it was again resumed towards the Rapidan. Darkness soon came 
and the regiment plodded on through the sticky mud. By some 
blunder it became separated and the right wing took the wrong 
road. The mistake was not discovered until about midnight, when 
a tedious counter-march had to be made which consumed the 
balance of the night. Daylight found the two wings re-united at 
a point not far from where the march had commenced the night 
before. The men were well nigh exhausted and not in the best of 
humor. They had marched through the mud all night without 
accomplishing anything. Had it not been for the moral safe- 
guard thrown around them by the Articles of War no doubt some 
would have thought swear, but this was one of the contingencies 
the Articles of War provided for and became the means of saving 
the morals of many a foot-weary soldier. 

After making coffee the route was continued towards Ger- 
manna Ford on the Rapidan. The river was crossed at that point 
on a wooden ponton bridge. The First Division moved to the 
heighta beyond and covered the crossing for the remainder of 
the corps; remaining there until two A.M. Friday, Mag 6th. ! 



Throughout the entire day of the 5th the sound of battle oame to 
us from the Wilderness. It spoke in no tremulous or uncertain 
voice, but in one steady roar like Niagara, with occaeional brief 
lulls like moaning wind gathering strength for a heavier blast. I t  
told in language that coiild not be misunderstood of the desperate 
con0ict that was raging, but it did not reveal the part held in store 
for the Fifty-Seventh the following day. I t  was hot, but the 
regiment gained a good rest, while all thought of the coming 
morrow. As night oame on and twilight deepened into darkneee, 
the distant sounds gradually died away. All felt that it was not 
yet over, only the colm which precedes the storm. 

At two o'clock A.M.: the morning of the6th, the regiment was 
again on the march; this time into the Wilderness, passing 
through burning woods, until it reached the Wilderness plank 
road about six A.M. The sound of battle could be heard coming 
from the point towards which we were marching. Wounded men 
were being brought out, giving evidence of the sanguinary conllict 
which was raging. 

The Ninth Corps, General Burnside, was ordered to take 
position between the second and Fifth and to connect with them 
on the right and left. Many writers disagree as to the time it 
became engaged. We were in no position of knowing at what 
time it was brought into action, but the division to which the 
Fif ty-Seventh belonged, Stevenson's first division, became en- 
gaged about eight A.M., on the 6th. 

Ontern had been issued for a general attack along the whole 
line at five A.M., on the 6th. The divisions of General Wilcox 
and General Potter of the Ninth Corps were to close the gap 
between the right of the Second and left of the Fifth Corps, and 
make an attack in the direction of Parker's Store. Stevenson's 
division was left in reserve at the Old Wilderness tavern. 

The attack began punctually at five A.M. by the Second, 
Fifth and Sisth Corps, but the Ninth had not gained poeition at 
that time. Upon the extreme right the Sisth Corps assaulted the 
entrenched lines of the enemy, Ewell, but was repulsed with heavy 
loss. The Fifth Corps, Warren, met with no better success, 
while the Second Corps, Hancock, strengthened by one divieion 
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of the Fifth Corps under General Wadsworth, made a furious 
assault on the Confederate Corps under General Hill, in posi- 
tion, carrying everything before it and driving the enemy back 
about three-quarters of a mile beyond the Brock road. The Con- 
federate right had been completely broken and wae falling back 
in confusion when Longstreet arrived upon the scene of action 
with about twelve thousand fresh troops that had been brought up 
from Gordonsvilla. This saved the Confederate right from com- 
plete overthrow. The flight of Hill's troops was arrested aud 
the combined force of Hill and Longstreet made a counter-charge 
upon the troops under General Hancock and drove them back in 
turn. The gap upon the right of the Second Corps had uot been 
closed by the Ninth and there was great danger from the exposure 
of this flank. General Hancock wae also apprehensive from the 
threatened danger on his left and had left one division there to 
protect it. This division did not go forward on the charge but 
held the extreme left of the whole army. The troops that had 
advanced through the woode were thrown into considerable dis- 
order from the great difilculty they met with in advancing through 
the tangled underbrush. Regiments and brigades became inex- 
tricably mixed, so that they were in no condition to meet the im- 
petuous charge of Longstreet. At this juncture Stevenson's 
division of the Ninth Corpe was brought up froni the Old Wilder- 
ness tavern, moving by the Germanna plank to the Brock road. 
I t  flled off into the woods to the right, formed line aud advanced 
quickly along the Orange Court House plank road, near its inter- 
section with the Brock road, and very soon came iu couhct with 
the victorious troops under Hill and Longstreet. The impetus 
of the two forces thus suddenly brought together was terrific. The 
advance WRS checked, but the slaughter wae something fearful. 
The loss of the Fifty-Seventh Maesachusetta was tvo hundred and 
fifty-two killed, wounded and missing in about one hour's time. 
Of the latter most of them were either killed or so disabled as to 
be unable to make their escape. Again the advancing tide rolled 
resistlessly forward, sweeping away the Fifty-Seventh nud break- 
ing down every barrier until our own line of earthworks was 
reached near the Brock road, which presented a formidable ob- 



etacle to their further advance. The contest continued at this 
point until nearly midday when it gradually died away, but only 
for the time being. 

This was the first experience of the Fifty-Seventh in battle. 
I t  was a veritable " baptism of fire" by immersion, which it 
sustained most valiantly and made for itaelf a record which it 
maintained thi.oughout the war, one that the surviving members 
can point to with a feeling of pride. 

Everything was in such a confused state at the time that it 
would hnre been hard to give a correct accolint of it even then, 
and is still hnrder at this late day. The regiment had been as- 
sailed from the dank as well as the front, and in falling back the 
colors had been seen so near the enemy, and then lost to sight, that 
it was believed they had been captured ; but at this criticnl point, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chnndler, who commanded the regiment, 
Colonel Bartlett having been wounded, ordered the men who were 
near the colors to lie down and conceal them. They had hardly 
obeyed this order when the enemy charged down the plank road 
near them, nnd, for a time, they were surrounded, but in the 
general confusion they were evidently overlooked. 

Capt. Henry C. Ward, Lieut. Charles H. Royce and about 
forty enlisted men remained with them, and finally brought them 
out in safety. This act of marked gallantry is worthy of special 
mention. Sergeant Karpeles has since received a Medal of 
Honor, by nct of Congress, for distinguished gallantry. Their 
escape Fan due to their own gallantry and the dense thicket 
which partinlly concealed them. The few men who were there 
would have been a mere handful, if discovered, in the midst of 
the hundreds whu surrounded them. 

Sergeant Karpeles is now a resident of Washington, D.C., 
and for some years held a position in the Post Offlce Department. 
Several letters have been addressed to us in relation to this mat- 
ter, which have been written from memory, and while they do not 
agree in all the minor details, which would be a remarkable co. 
incidence if they did, after the lapse of thirty years, yet they agree 
as to the rnnin facta in the case, as all those who were with the 
reginlent at the time well remember. Sergeant Karpeles, speak. 
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ing of the affair from his recollection, in a letter to Chaplain 
Dashiell, under date of July 25th, 1894, says : L L  In the battle of 
the Wildernese, May 6th, 1864, as you are aware, our right wing 
commenced to break and through that brought about a gel~eral 
etsmpede. When it reached our regiment Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chandler inquired of me: Color Sergeant, what's the tronble?' 
I mounted a stump which had been broken by a shell and replied : 
' Colonel, the rebs are around us.' . . . . As I was the only 
color-bearer left on the 5eld with colors, we rallied about forty 
men of our regiment and were subsequently reinforced by men 
fromother regiments and kept up the Bght. . . . ." 

Sergeant Karpeles retained a memorandum list of the nanies 
of the men who were with the colors at the time, as follows : 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, Lieutenant Ward, Lieutenant Royce, 
Color-Sergeant Karpeles, Sergeants Defoe and McFarland. 
Privates Howard, Mills, Willard, Southey, Rumsey, Dailey, 
Harrington, Lowell, Newton, Sandereon, Brewnzen, Shnlor, 
Towers, Wilson, Bertrand, Barker, Lsppel, Hastings, Duggal, 
Pike, Langdon, Derby, Curley, Penland, Grandon, Streeter, 
Rollins, Elbert, Gould, Pipson and St. Antoine. He does not 
give the full names of these men and is not sure that they are all 
spelled correctly. 

Cnpt. Henry C. Ward, I T .  S. Army, formerly a Lieutenant in 
the Fifty-Serenth at the Wilderness, writes, under date of Oct. 
5 ,  1894, his recollection of the affair as follows : ' b  I directed 
him (the color sergeant) to conceal the colors, as we were 
surrounded by the enemy, front, flank and rear . . . . \Ve then 
worked our way out the best we could towards our own lines. We 
reached the road in rear and found our brigade and regiment. 1 
reported to Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler that I had the colors 
and, as he hnd reported them lost to the brigade commander, he 
immediately reported after our arrival, the safety of them. There 
was much more about that matter that I have forgotten." 

No one seems to remember how Colonel Chandler lost sight 
of the colors nnd, supposing they had been lost, so reported to the 
brigade commander. Sergt. E. D. McFarland has contributed 
hie recollection of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts in the Wilder- 
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nee8 as followe: " The Fifty-Seventh Regiment started for the 
front on the morning of the 6th of May, about three o'clock in 
the morning. We were on the road and halted for breakfast 
about sunrise near the Wilderness Run. I should say we reached 
the battlefield about nine o'clock. We turned down the plank 
road, went some distance and filed into an old cart road into the 
woods where we faced the enemy. We left our knapsacks on the 
ground. Colonel Bartlett came up and asked for a drink of water 
from my canteen, then turned around and ordered the advance, 
was struck by a ball on the side of the head almost the same 
instant and was taken to the rear. I think all the companies were 
present except Company K, which was on detached duty under 
Captain Prescott. I think Company H was the color company. 
We advanced under a very heavy fire of musketry until within ten 
feet, I should say, of the rebel breastworks, composed of rails, 
fence, brush and trees, when the line on the plank mad was . 
broken, and the rebels left their works in front of us and went up 
the plank road. As soon as it was discovered that the line WM 

broken, we received orders to fall back. This was immediately 
done. In falling back our colors got caught in the brosh. I 
heard Colonel Chandler say: 6 For God's sake, boys, dou't for- 
sake your colors.' I, in company with others, stopped by them 
until they were released from the brush and rolled on the staff. By 
that time all our regiment was out of sight except the dead and 
wounded that lay on the ground. Colonel Chandler gave the 
order to lie down with them. While we were lying on the ground 
we could see the rebels going up the plank road. One came into 
the brush where we were. Colonel Chandler pointed his revolver 
at him and told him to surrender. He threw down hie gun, and 
lay down beside us and we brought him in a prisoner. After 
lying there for a while, expecting to go to Richmond as prisoners, 
we saw some men that were lost from their regiment, the 45th 
Pennsylvania. They joined us and we started to find our way out. 
We crawled on our hands and knees a long distance, I don't know 
how far, but it was a number of hours before we reached our linee. 
I remember at last of Ending ourselves near the road we went over 
in the morning and came back up that road . . . . I remember 
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seeing the sun almost down when we reached our regiment. We 
then went to work to build breastworks in the road, using our 
bayonets for picks and tin plates for shovels . . . . This is my 
version of the battle of the Wilderness, as remembered at this late 
day ." 

The smoke of battle wan so dense, the brush so thick and the 
disorder so great that we could not all see the same. We (the 
writer) were in the second company from the left and marched 
forward with the guide on the colors, but, at the time mentioned 
in this narrative, they nuddenly disappeared and were not seen 
again until they were brought in late that day to the regiment. 
This was probably the time, as Sergeant McFarland says, when they 
were being extricated from the brush. I t  was generally believed 
that they had been captured and there was great rejoicing when 
they were restored. Colors are as important to a regiment as the 
head to n man, or war paint to an Indian. 

Digressing a little now from the subject, we wish to say, 
for the information of those not familiar with military affairs, that 
colors are very important to every organization in war, and 
around them cluster the pride and affections of every soldier. 
The commanding general has colors that follow him wherever he 
goes alld indicate his presence. Each corps, division and brigade 
has a distinctive standard which marks the presence of the officer 
in command. This facilitates the matter of finding him without 
trouble in time of action when it is necessary for orders to reach 
him. Each regiment also has a stand of colors near which the 
colonel, or other officer in command, can always be found. To 
one familiar with military matters these colors serve as a regular 
directory. The colors of a regiment were carried by a sergeant 
specially designated on account of steadiness in marching and 
bravery. There were also seven color corporals who. msrchd 
with the colors. These eight men were posted on the left of the 
right centre company when in line and conformed to all i h  
movements. This would always bring the colors very near the 
centre of the regiment. 

Returning again to the Wilderness, it was in this charge that 
General Wadsworth, commanding the Fourth Division of the 
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Fifth Corps, was killed, while heroically endeavoring to rally the 
troops that were being driven back in such confusion that, for a 
time, the scene waa one of appalling disorder. The sound of his 
voice rose in clear commanding tones above the crash and roar of 
battle, as he attempted to resist the deadly torrent that was 
sweeping resistlessly forward. His eye caught sight of the flag 
of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts far in advance Boating proudly 
and defiantly amid the sulphurous smoke in face of the rapidly 
advancing foe. He called upon all who wore the blue uniform to 
rally around that standard and hold the ground until reinforce- 
ments could be brought up. The colors were soon lost to sight 
amid the confusion. I t  was a critical moment. Our line was 
practically broken, held only by fragments of organizstions 
rallied by their ofltfcers, without any cohesion, but the on-rushing 
tide was checked until fresh troops could be brought up to fill the 
gaps. The dead and wounded which thickly strewed the ground 
attested the destructiveness of the storm. 

The writer begs to step from the ranks of the Fifty-Seventh 
for a brief mention of one of America's noblest sons, who gave 
his life in defense of his country, Brig.-Gen. James 8. Wads- 
worth. There have been men in the world like the first Napoleon, 
possessing powers of personnl attraction that few could resist. 
General Wadeworth seemed to possess this exalted power to 
an eminent degree, even to drawing men around him who had 
never seen or scarcely heard of him before, holding them almost 
in the jaws of death and impressing them with his own lofty spirit 
of loyalty which rose above all fear of danger. He fell, shot 
through the head, and his body fell into the hands of the enemy. 
I t  is not enough to say of such a man that b L  He fell while gallantly 
fighting at the head of his troops." His was one of those grand 
and noble characters that lead to deeds of valor and self-sacrifice, 
regardless of ererything escept an honorable devotion to duty in 
the crrrlse of his country. His example was an incentive to those 
who saw him, and heard his voice saying, b b  Steady, boys, s t ~ n d  
firm and we will soon whip them." If '' the blood of martyrs is 
.the seed of the church," the blood of such men consecrates the 
corner-stone of our country, and is never shed in vain. His is a 
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name to live in history as long as history is read,-'' One of tho8e 
immortal names that were not born to die." Yet there were 
hundrede'of others, noble and brare men, less conspicuous and 
therefore not mentioned, except in the long list of killed, who 
gave up their lives upon this bloody field and passed silently 
beyond the Wilderness forever. Our flag, endeared by the 
memory of such names, and made sacred by their blood, becomes 
enshrined in the hearts of all loyal citizens,- the emblem of our 
beloved country ; insult it, he who dares. 

The Fifth and Sixth Corps made repeated assaults upon the 
right and met with heavy loss, but the heaviest fighting was on 
the left, which was held by the Second Corps and part of the 
Ninth. The order '' Forward " would be given and the line would 
more forward through the brush and brambles, where no enemy 
could be seen, until, suddenly rising from the ground, he would 
send forth a deadly volley craehing through the ranks and crack- 
ling through the thick chapparal, leaving gaps that were quickly 
closecl, and again the line mored on. An occasional counter- 
attack would be made by the '' Johnnies," aa they were termed, 
and all through the gloomy Wilderness, throughout the long 6th 
day of hlay, a day that seemed to have no end, it was one seething, 
crackling cauldron of all that a Dante might have conceived of 
the worst condition of a veritable hell, with nearly two hundred 
thousand men stiuggling like infuriated demons. The roar of 
battle, like the deafening, crashing roar of continuous thunder, 
rolled along the lines, rising and falling as they swayed backward 
or pressed forward in the gigantic struggle which corered a 
distance of fire miles in length, occasionally sinking to a low 
rumble, while lines were being readjusted, only to brenk forth 
with a more terrific crash as a fresh charge was made. One in 
the ranks could not tell how the battle was going, as the heary 
smoke of burning powder and the burning leaves and brush made 
it almost as dark as night, and only judged from the direction of 
the advancing or receding roar of the steel crested billows as they 
swept forward to be dashed against the solid front presented by the 
enemy, or were thrown back by a counter-charge ; each showing 
a heavy additiou to the large number of killed and wouuded ; the 



latter pleading with pathetic deepelution for a helping hand to 
remove them from this horrible field of death. Their voices could 
seldom be heard, hut their pale faces and outstretched arms could 
be seen pleacling in language deeper than the pathos of words for 
that help which could not be given. Each new charge was made 
over their bleeding, prostrate forms, in many cases both the 
blue and the gray lying side by side in a common brotherhood of 
suffering hnmanity, which softened all feelings of enmity that 
might ever have existed between them. Whichever way one 
turned these appalling eights met the eye. There was no getting 
away from them, one glimpse of which was enough to send a 
thrill of horror throughout the whole Christian world. When 
opportunity offered a canteen would be passed to the lips of a 
fallen comrade, and even to a wounded '6Johnnie " the same kindly 
favor would be extended, though it might have been by the same 
hand that prostrated him. We stand with bowed head and feel- 
ings of silent awe and reverence in the presence of one who lies 
dead before us, but where thousands lie scattered upon the battle- 
field with all the shocking mutilations of the human form, the 
natural feelings of sympathy become stupefied and we are avable 
to comprehend all the surrounding horrors, and shrink from a 
serious contemplation of them; yet the fact remains that every 
wound and every death goes beyond the present suffering, causing 
bitter tears of sorrow and misery in distant homes, leaving 
fatherless children, mourning widows, bereaved parents and 
desolate hearthstonea to fill the measure and echo the glories of 
war. 

There is something grand and inspiring in battle which no 
pen can describe, yet it leaves a train of misery and sorrow which 
is also indescribable. If one were to try to portray the battle of 
the Wilderness briefly, he might truthfully say that it was the 
worst and most destructive tempest known in perdition by 6 '  the 
oldest inhabitant." 

A temporary work of dry loge and earth had been thrown 
up along the Brock road, which had caught 5re. The thick 
smoke and hot flames blew directly in the faces of our men, 
forcing them to fall back a short dietance. Under this screen the 
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enemy rushed forward, carried the works and planted their colore 
beyond, but they were met with a murderous tire and driven back 
again to their former poeition with heavy loss. 

To add greater horror to the conflict the fire spread from the 
log breastworks among the dry leaves and thick underbrush, 
burning to death about two hundred who were unable to crawl 
out. I t  is impossible to follow all the movements in the Wilder- 
ness or portray correctly all the desperate charges that were made 
ou both sides. It was a succession of them, with few and 
short intermissions, from daylight until dark. I t  was au experi- 
ence to everyone present that will live in his memory while 
memory lasts. The experience of one was about the same of all. 

There was no opportunity for strategy or grand tnctictll com- 
binations. I t  was simply brute force dashing against brute force, 
where countrymen met countrymen with equal courage in a cause 
which each held dear and believed to be right. We believe then, 
and believe now, that our cause was a noble and righteous one. 
I t  has been recorded in history that by ita success our country 
was saved from destruction and the shackles stricken from mil- 
lions of human beings that had been held in bondage, bought and 
sold as slaves. The ranks never failed to move forward when 
ordered. There was no weakening, even though the men real- 
ized the terrible ordeal before them. There was a fised determi- 
nation to b 6  do or die," yet nourishing the hope that the end was 
near, that the last charge had been made and the angel of peace 
would soon spread her healing wings over the bloody strife and 
still the angry wares of fratricidal war. 

Every man felt a just pride in the brsve deeds of his own 
regiment and loved to feel that he had a share in them, and in 
yeam after he loves to tell that he was with the gallant Fifty- 
Seventh in the battle of the Wilderness. 

The dark shadows of night at last fell upon the awful scene 
. of carnage and the turmoil of battle gradu~lly died away, leaving 

only the watchful, warning shots along the confronting lines of 
pickets. Both sides were well nigh exhausted, but still defiantly 
confronting each other upon nearly the same ground as when the 
battle had commenced two days before. The tired rnen dropped 
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upon the ground for rest and sleep, the living and dead lying side 
by side. I t  was a long, gloomy night. Even the partial uncon- 
sciousnese of sleep could not dispel the surrounding scenes of 
honor. With momentary wakefulness came the wondering 
thought of what the morrow would bring forth; if the light of 
coming day would witness a renewal of the struggle. 

I t  seemed that nothing more of horror could be added. The 
mind could not comprehend the hundredth part of what had 
already transpired, simply whnt each had seen personally became 
matter of contemplation. A feeling of thankfulness came to 
those who h q  been spared, yet the thoughts could not but dwell 
with lingering sorrow upon the less fortunate comrades of those 
who had marched side by side over many a weary mile and stood 
shoulder to shoulder in the shock of battle ; who had often shared 
their blanketa of a chilly night and talked of the loved friends, 
the distant home and the dearly anticipated return when the war 
would be over. Solacing thoughts that came in the phantasm of 
dreams never to be realized by many. 

The glories of war were lost in its sickening sights. The 
gay parade, with the old-time flag gracefully floating in the even- 
ing breeze, the nodding plumes, gaudy uniforms with brightly 
polished buttons, which were the admiration of the fair sex, the 
inspiring notes of the military band and all the pomp and glamour 
of war that shone so beautifully as the regiment marched out 
from their home camp for embarkation, had lost their chnrms for 
him, although his aching heart still clung tenderly to the pathetic 
notes of b b  The girl I left behind me." Now it had become a life 
of real danger, hardships, deprivntione and suffering. He looked 
for the bright side, which he knew could only come with return- 
ing peace. He tried in rain to undelstand why all this misery 
and human suffering should be. As the night grows more chill, 
he snuggles nenrer his sleeping comrade and pulls the blanket 
more closely around him, occasionally opening hio eyes to look 
for the old familiar stars which are hidden by the thick sinoke of 
battle that still hangs over the dense forest, then, cloeiug them 
again, he tries to sleep as he listens to the random shots and 
hears the whiz of the bullet on its mission of death as it goes 
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crackling through the slender branchee of the trees. These mee- 
sengere tell him that the enemy is etill there h '  on mischief bent," 
but he feels secure in the answering fire of our own sentinels who 
keep vigil while others sleep. Such is night upon a battlefield. 

As the early dawn of morning came to ehed its faint rays of 
light through the gloomy ravines, the prostrate forms quietly 
arose, musket in hand, and once more stood in line, sullenly 
facing the foe and again ready to act in obedience to orders. 
Many did not arise, but silently remained in that peaceful sleep 
that knows no wakening until the swelling straine of the one 
universal reveille shall awaken all earthly sleepers, not to bloody 
scenes of war, but to an eternal peace beyond the conflicts of this 
mortal life. 

I t  was soon discovered that the enemy still held his position 
in force, hut neither side showed any disposition to aesume the 
offensive ; both were strongly posted behind earthworks, and an 
attack from either would have resulted in disaster to the one 
making it. The deadly struggle of the prerioue two days had 
left both combatants in poor condition to renew the conflict. 
Small groups soon gathered around the camp-fires to cook their 
coffee, which, with the historical hard tack, made their frugal 
breakfast. A reconnaissance in force of the enemy's position, 
showed how futile it would prove to make another front attack 
upon his strongly intrenched position. Then the inquiry arose 
along the ranks as to who had gained the rictory. The man who 
was there had no knowledge of anything beyond his personal 
observations. He knew that the position of the contending forces 
had not materially changed. He saw his company and reginlent 
badly shattered, and the dead, both in blue and g a y ,  lying around. 
The question was passed along up to higher authority without 
receiviug any satisfactory answer and remains unanswered to this 
day. It was thought that the New York Herald would decide it 
and let us know all about what we had been doing. I t  finally 
came to us, after a few days of patient waiting, but failed to 
give the desired answer. It had been costly to both, and both 
sides claimed the victory; on the part of General Lee that he had 
temporarily interrupted the march of General Grant and inflicted 



a heavy loss upon the Army of the Potomac, but he had not 
defeated i t ;  on the part of General Grant that he still held pos- 
session of the roads leading out of the Wilderness to the South 
and East, by which he could resume the march in the great tlank- 
ing movement, which had been hie original plan of campaign, and 
he had also inflicted a proportionate loss upon the Confederate 
Army of Northern Virginia, but had failed to defeat it. Both 
had fought with bravery and-desperation, the Federals, in the 
majority of cases, making the attack upon an enemy unseen until 
after receiving the shock of his Bre; while the Confederate 
attacks were not made until the Federal lines had become more 
clearly defined. 

Authorities do not agree as to the loss, although the differ- 
ence is not very great. 

Badeau gives the Federal loss, aggregate, 15,467. General 
Humphreys in the &'Army of the Potomac" gives it as 15,387. 
Fos says the aggregate Federal loss was 17,666. Regimental 
reports make it 17,337. What would appear aa most reliable 
is that given in the Rebellion Records and published by the War 
Department. I t  should therefore be accepted ae omcial, viz. : - 

Killed. 143 offlccrs. 2,103 enlisted men. 
Woundecl. 569 officers. 11,468 enlisted men. 
Missing. 138 officers. 5,245 enlisted men. 

Which makes an aggregate Federal loss of 17,666 ; 14,283 killed 
and wounded. Of the missing many were never again heard 
from and probably suffered death from the fire which spread 
among the wounded, or perished by the slower torture of sickness 
and starvation in rebel prisons. 

No correct report could be obtained of the Confederate loas. 
A tabular statement published in b b  The Medical and Surgical 
History of the War," wbich is generally accepted as being nearly 
correct, gives it as follows: 2,000 killed, 6,000 wounded, and 
3,400 missing, making an aggregate of 11,400. The foregoing 
is for the two days, hlay 5th and 6th, 1364. 

The loss of the Fifty-Serenth Massachusetts was as follows : 
2 offlcers killed, 7 wounded, 46 enlisted men killed, 154 wounded, 



43 missing, making the aggregate 152. This does not include 
one omcer rendered hors de comba4 by sunstroke. 

Company K of the regiment, under Captain Prescott, was 
detailed to guard wagon trains, and did not, therefore, become 
engnged. There were also detachments from the several com- 
panies detailed on cattle guard under Lieutenant Hitchcock, and 
not in the engagement. There are no means of ascertaining the 
actual number of men the regiment took into action. I t  lacked 
considerable of being its full strength. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE WILDERNESS. (Continued.) 

N a private letter, written by General Bartlett who com- 
manded the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts at that time, 
dated Rappahannock Station, Va., May Sd, 1864, he 
speaks of the coming battle and the regiment in the 
following language : i L  We move tomorrow with the 

rand A m y  of the Potomac . . . . My regiment is in 
no condition to take into action, but I must do the best 

I can. I t  will be a long and hard flght. God, I hope, will give 
us the victory. The chances, I think, are even. Grant, I fear, 
does not appreciate Lee's ability, nor the quality of his army. 
Let us hope for the best . . . . Give me twenty days and I 
could make a splendid regiment of this, but man proposes and 
Gocl disposes." 

I n  saying that the regiment was L L  in no condition to take 
into action" his meaning is understood by the writer, who on 
former occasions heard him express the opinion that more bat- 
talion drills were necessary in order that the several companies 
might be able to work more in harmony and attain a higher 
proRciency in tactical movements. The weather during the winter 
at Camp Wool was 80 inclement as to afford very few opportunities 
for battalion movements. When it waa not cold and the ground 
covered with snow, it was too wet for drill; even aa late as two 
days before leaving the State the snow had to be swept from the 
ground in order for parade and inspection. Every opportunity 
was taken advantage of for both company and battalion drills. 
Some of the companies were organized so late that very few 
opportunities offered. It was not a lack of confidence in the men, 



as shown by extracts taken from his diary of data May 6th, 1864, 
after the engagement of that day, as follows: Move at three 
A.M. to the front. It will be a bloody day . . . . Went into 
action about eight, thick woods, men behaved ~i!ell .  I was struck 
in the head about eleven, carried to rear, sent to the hospital in 
rear, lay there among the wounded and dying until night when 
there was a falling back and I waa put in an ambulance . . . . 
Knocked about all night. I slept a good deal. Morning laid 
under some trees near the road to Chancelloraville. Afternoon 
persuaded to go in ambulance to Rappahannock, thence to 
Washington, with rest of the wounded. Went to Ely's Ford, 
stayed there until two A.M., only heard of 0ve of my offlcera being 
wounded . . . . Colonel Chandler behaved splendidly. General 
Hancock ordered me to charge over a regiment lying in front of 
us that would not move. We did it in perfect line. Hancock 
said ' Glorious.' " 

This con6rms the statement heretofore made by us in regard 
to the hour the regiment went into action. General Bartlett said 

about eight." As others remember, it was nearer seven, there 
being very little difference between about seven " and about 
eight." The whole division was engaged at that time. We well 
remember, after having been in action what seemed to us an 
interminable length of time, of looking at our watch and it was 
not then nine A.M., and we concluded that Joshus of ald had 
returned to this terrestrial sphere and was again checking the sun 
in its course in order to give Lee time to bring up the balance of 
the Confederacy. If he could have employed the trumpets on the 
rebel earthworks that we were charging, with the same effect that 
he did upon the walls of Jericho, it would have been of great ser- 
vice to us. Evidently the spiritof Joshua was not with us that day. 

I quote a few more extracts from Genersl Bartlett's diary as 
follows : 6 L  Sunday, 8th, ambulance moved to Chancellorsville, 
halting there at half past nine, A.M., moved to Pine Grove 
Church. Park wagons here. I don't know what they propose to 
do with us. My ides is, Grant is getting mined. . . . . 

( 6  The loss in my regiment is great, nearly two hundred killed 
and wounded. I nm sutisfied with their (.onduct. 
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6 L  May 9th, moved into Fredericksburg this morning at sun- 
rise, in a brick house here. Lived in ambulance three days and 
nighta, long enough . . . . I am pretty weak. My head is not 
bad, stump painful. A week or two will set me right again 
. . . . Very long, long day. Sleep on the door without any 

cover, not cold." 
Again May loth, General Bartlett remrds in his diary: 

b b  Long miserable day. Hear that Sedgwick is killed. I would 
rather that any other oflilcer in the army were gone than he. 
His body has come . . . . Awful amount of suffering here. 
Very little attendance. No supplies." 

The wounding of General Bartlett left the regiment in charge 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, a gallant man and one whom 
everyone loved. We will have occasion to speak of him later. 

General Bartlett had previously lost one leg, April 24th, 
1862, while a Captain in the 20th Mags., but later went out as 
Colonel of the 49th Mass. While in command of that regiment, 
in the sesault upon Port Hudson, he received two more wounds, 
m e  shattering the bones of the wrist and the other striking the 
right ankle and passing through the sole of the boot. Subse- 
quently he took command of the Fifty-Seventh Maesachusetta, 
and was wearing a cork leg when he lead it into the Wilderness. 

The nsme of General Bartlett has been justly eulogized by 
poets and authore ; nothing more csn be added, save to say that 
all who knew him in the field, omcers and enlisted men alike, felt 
that it was deserving ; they felt a personal pride in these eulogies 
and were proud to say that they served under his command. We 
have heard i t  remarked by some who L b  did not get there" that he 
placed his men in danger for the sake of his own ambition; to 
gain glory and promotion. This charge is refuted by the fact that 
he never took his command into battle without orders from higher 
authority, and then did not send them in, as msny a commanding 
oflilcer did during the wnr, but led them in person, doing his 
whole duty fearlessly, and setting an example worthy of emulation 
to msny higher in command who often brought disaster by not 
leading their commands, more disastrous than any which might 
result from the course pursued by Genersl Bartlett. The fact that 
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those who followed him loved him, speaks in higher praise than 
words. When the conlmanding oaScer leads his men he can rest 
assured they will follow even into the very jaws of death. The 
following letter waa written by His Excellency, Governor Andrew 
of Massachusetts, under date of May 6th, 1864, urging his appointc 
ment as Brigadier-General as follows : fi You will note that this is 
the second time Colonel Bartlett has marched from Massachusetts 
a t  the head of a regiment since losing his leg in the battle on the 
Peninsula. Besides pecilliar courage and self possession in 
action, he is a young man of fine powers, conspicuous for general 
mental capacity and of superior culture. He is a graduate of 
Harvard College. I have the honor now to request and to express 
my fervent wish that he may receive at once that commission so 
well deserved by an intrepidity and a merit so eminent." 

He was accordingly commissioned s Brigadier-General of 
Volunteers to date from June 20th, 1864. 

There Fere many, both omcers and enlisted men, who dis- 
tinguished themselves in this engagement and sealed with their 
own blood the eulogies they so much deserve. To mention all 
would fill a space beyond the contemplated limit of this book, yet 
duty commands that some of the more conspicuous should be 
noted, even at the risk of being tedious. When brave men give 
their lives for their country, loyal citizens should not be impatient 
in reading of them. 

Capt. Joseph W. Gird was killed by being shot through the 
head. J. Brainerd Hall, who was a non-commissioned ofl3cer in 
the company commanded by Captain Gird, and who saw him 
when he fell, speaks of him as follows : L L  The father of Captain 
Gird was a graduate of West Point and was stationed at Fort 
Jackson, La., where he was subsequently elected professor of 
mathematics at the Louisiana State College. Captain Gird was 
born in Jackson, La., October, 1839. On the death of his father, 
his mother came to Worcester, Mass., where her son was educated 
and fitted for college, he having graduated at the Worcester High 
School and at one time was connected with the Worcester Trans- I 
cript. When the 25th Mass. was being recruited, he was study- 
ing law. He at once elllisted as a member of Company F of that 
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regiment, from which he was discharged Aug. 26th, 1862, by 
reaeon of promotion to 1st Lieutenant in. the 36th Mass., being 
again discharged May 19th, 1863. When the call came in Octo- 
ber, 1863, for more men, Lieutenant Gird was one of the Brat 
to respond to the call and again enter the service. He wss 
almost immediately commissioned a 2d Lieutenant in the Fifty- 
Seventh Regiment, the commission being dated Nov. ad, 1868. 
He was promoted Captain Dec. Blst, 1863. At the battle of the 
Wilderness, when the order was given to advance fiom the 
reserve line, where the Fifty-Seventh had been lying on their arms. 
Captain Gird stepped to the front of his company and addressed 
them. He cautioned them about being hasty, advised them to 
keep cool, not to get excited, to be careful and not break the line, 
not to fire until. the command was given and then to fire low. A8 
he turned from addressing his men, and before he had nu oppor- 
tunity to give a single command, he was shot in the head and was 
seen to throw up his hands and fall backwartls." Csphin Gird 
was married while the Fifty-Seventh was in camp at Worcester. 
His mother and a daughter are still living, but his wife died some 
years ago. 

Samuel Souther, 1st Sergeant of Company B, also fell in this 
engagement. Mr. Souther was a graduate of Dartmouth College 
and Bangor Tl~eological Seminary and, for a time, was pastor of 
the Congregational Church at Belfast, Maine. Previous to his 
enlistment he was Chaplain of the Penal and Charitable Institii- 
tions of Worcester.' He had also served in the Geueral Court and 
was much respected and loved. He was among the missing at 
the Wilderness, and whether he died on the battlefield or in the 
prison pens of the South could riever be ascertained, as he mas 
never heard from after the engagement. 

Mr. Souther was a man of high personal character and a de- 
voted Christian, of strong religious convictions which he consist- 
ently maintained, and never allowed snything to interfere with his 
religious duties. He believed it to be his Christian duty to enlist 
in the army for the defense of his country, and sealed his devo- 
tion to it by his blood. He was a noble, honorable, true-hearted 
man. 



54 FIFTY-BE\'ENTH REGIMENT MABS. VOLUNTEERS. 

A s  the years  h a r e  rolled pas t  since the close of the war, 
vague and sensational rumors have a t  times appesred in pr int  re- 
porting tha t  he had been seen and  recognized in dis tant  countries 
with a life a s  s t range and wonderful a s  that  of the 6 c  Wandering 
Jew." Yearning hearts have reached ou t  with the faint hope that  
possibly he might return again, b u t  they have only clutched a t  
the shadows of disappointed hope. His  fa te  cannot  be  known 
until the veil is  lifted from mortal eyes and the darkness which 
ehrouds our earthly vision removed. Then i t  will be known that  
Sergeant  Souther died a s  he had lived, a t rue man. 

. IN MEMORY OF 

REV. S A M U E L  S O U T H E R  

WHO FELL I N  THE BATTLE OF THE WILDERNESS 

MAY 6th, 1864. 

He laid his civic honors down, The Battle of the Wilderness, 
And girded for the flght, ' Twas there he, fighting, fell; 

Carelesu of place or high renown. And still is there his resting-place, 
But zealous for the right. But the spot there's none to tell. 

He asked not sword or shoulder- 
knot 

His sacrlflce to grace : 
He chose the common soldier's lot, 

Within the ranks his place. 

One month of drill, then to the 
front, 

The peer of veterans there ; 
One month, and then the flery brunt 

Of battle, his to hear. 

No sepulture by mortal hands 
Was his ; no chiselled stone 

In honor of his memory stands, 
He sleeps with God alone. 

Of all the throng of martyred ones, 
None purer fell than he ; 

Ah, happy country, when thy sons 
Like Souther die for thee. 

CHARLES E. STEVENS. 

Another  name, though not one of high rank, b u t  one which is  
entitled t o  a place in this book, a s  i t  is  written high upon the roll 
of honor in the  service of his country, Charles F. Everett,  of 
Company D, a lad of but  eighteen, a fair-haired, blue-eyed boy, 
with a face a s  soft and emooth a s  a girl's. H e  left the Worcester 
High School to enter  the ranks of the Fifty-Seventh. Being a 
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bright young fellow, with good education, he was  soon detailed . 
a s  clerk in the Quartermnater's Department  and  in tha t  capacity 
it was not his duty to carry a musket ;  but  as the sound of battle 
reached hirn back a t  the wagon train, a n d  he knew his regiment 
was  engaged, he felt  that  he must b e  there too. Taking  a musket 
and ammunition he started to the front,  nothing daunted b y  the 
dead and wounded which he saw o n  every side upon his way. 
H e  entered the dark  thicket of the bloody field never to come 
ou t  alive; supposed to have been killed. Generel  Bartlett  met 
him a s  he was going in and  ordered him bsck to his place with the 
wagons. H e  turned in that  direction, b u t  did not  g o  there. S o  
court-martial tried him for  disobedience of orders, a s  the g rea t  
Advocate, we believe, pleaded his cause to the higher court  
above. 

4 L  CAPTALY AXDERBOI : 

May 6, 1864, after having gone into position in the Wilderness, 
Charles F. Everett from my own town, whom I had known almost from 
his birth aud who had enlisted as  a musician ln Fifty-Seventh hfassachu- 
setts, being only, as  I remember, some sixteen years of age, came to me 
while in line, after we had changed posltlon, some distance to the left 
from our orlglnal flrst position, and asked me to supply hlm wlth a 
musket and ammunition, which I positively refused to do, as he was a 
non-combatant. Knowing his whole family intimately and deeming the 
posltion hazardous in the extreme, I remonstrated with him very 
strongly and tried to have him change his mind, but he left me, saying he 
would have a gun L6anyway," and would go on the skirmish llne. 
Shortly after he returned wlth a musket and pocket tllled with cartridges, 
saying : " I am going, Warren, and no thanka to you." I q a l n  trled to  
stop him, speaking to him of his mother and slsters. I t  was of no avail, 
he want. Shortly after the color sergeant, Robert C. Horrigan, of our 
reglment, was granted permission by the colonel of our regiment to 
visit the line ln front of ns, when the flring commenced in earnest. 
As he had seen young Everett with me, I asked him to try and bring 
him back or get him back some way, as he was a favorite of mine. 
He shortly returned himself and immediately resumed his posltion in 
llne, saying as  he passed me, "1 will tell you of your boy later," 
whlch he did after oru lines were driven back, saying he left him 
lying at  the foot of a tree wounded severely in rlght hip, that he 
was unable to  bring him away and that he was sorry he was unable 
t o  do so, as I seemed to care so much for him. The next day, a t  
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. my request, Horrigau trled to locate him and bring him in If found, 
but was unable to do so. I have always believed he was one of the un- 
known dead in that fearful flght and loss on that day of the Fifty- 
Seventh Massachusetts. 

W. B. GALUCIA, 
Lute Captain Co. E 56th Miase." 

Lieut. James &I. Childs was also reported missing, and as he 
was never afterwards heard from, it was supposed that he was 
killed in battle. Of this officer very little is known to us. He 
enlisted in Company B of the regiment, Jan. 4th, 1864, was made 
1st Sergeant and promoted to 4d Lieutenant April 9th. He 
was of a quiet, retiring dispoeition, painstaking in all matters of 
duty and gave promise of making an excellent omcer. '' Killed 
in the Wilderness " is as eloquent an eulogy as could be said of 
anyone. Those who were there know what it expresses. 

Besides those who were killed many subsequently died from 
the effects of wounds. Among them is the name of Private 
Charles H. Leonard of Company H. His remains were sent to his 
home, Rutland, Mass., for burial, arriving there May 28th. The 
Worcester Spy, of May SOth, 1864, speaks of him as follows: 
c c  Private Leonard, in response to his county's call, left home and 
enlisted in Company H, Fifty-Seventh Regiment, in December 
last, where he served with constant and devoted attention as a 
student soldier while in camp during the winter. He was a good 
soldier, cheerful companion, a true patriot and an unflinching 
hero. He fell with a mortal wound in the battle of the Wilderness, 
but survived the shock until removed to Washington. Hon. 
J. W. Rigelow of Rutland ~ e n t  for the body, which rests in his 
native torn." Henry C. Maloney, of Company D, died from the 
effects of wounds received in the battle of the Wilderness. His 
death occurred Oct. 6th, 1864, s t  the age of 18. He had previ- 
ously been transferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps and was on 
duty at  Troy, N.Y. at  the time of his death. The remains were 
sent to his home, Leicester, Mass., his native town, and buried 
with military honors in Pine Grove Cemetery. He was a t  the 
time of his enlistment a member of the Military Academy of 
Leicester. 



Another victim of the Wilderness, of 'which honorable mention 
' can be made, Antollio Phillips of Company D. The Worcester 
Spy of Jan. 12, 1865, speaks of him as follows: "Intelligence 
has been received by the return of Doctor Gould of Fitchburg, 
who arrived home from Andersonville, Ga., December 26th, of the 
death of Antonio Phillips of Oxford, by starvation in the rebel 
prison at that place, on the 15th of September, 1864. Mr. 
Phillips originally entered the service in Company D, of the 15th 
Mass. Regiment, from which he was discharged on account of 
injuries received in the service. He afterwsrds enlisted with the 
51st Regiment and served with it duringita nine months of service. 
On the organization of the Fifty-Seventh Regiment, he enlisted 
again and was captured the 7th of May last. During a consider- 
able part of his different terms of service, he was employed as an 
assistant in hospital, a work for which he was particularly adapted, 
and many a good soldier in the three regiments will read with pain 
the announcement of the unfortunate end of one who administered 
so faithfully and so cheerfully to their wants while under his 
care.'' 

Space will not permit of special mention of all the wounded. 
One deserving of mention is that of Corpl. J. Brainerd Hall of 
Company B, to whom we have acknowledged indebtedness for 
much information contained in this book; his love for the old 
regiment having led him to gather and preserve items of interest, 
which are of great value. 

Corporal Hall was shot directly through the body, the wound 
being considered mortal. Although never entirely recovering 
from the effects of it, yet he has managed to live up to present 
date. His preservation was due to excellent nursing and good 
grit. His experience at the time was quite interesting and well 
worth the little space it will occupy here, as described in his own 
language. He was placed in an ambulance about .one hour after 
being wounded and in a few hours was three times in the hands 
of the rebels before reaching the hospital. He was wounded on 
the left of the line. After arriving a t  the hospital he was kindly 
cared for by the surgeon in attendance, for which he expresses 
thanks to Colonel Bartlett. Also received much aid and comfort 
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from the Christian Conlmission. The night after the battle (May 
6th) the hospital had to be abandoned by reason of the near' 
approach of the enemy. All the wounded that were able to be 
moved in army wagons were carried to the rear. fi About 0fty 
of us were so badly wounded that it was believed it would be 
safer to remain than to be transported with the conveniences at 
hand. The shells from the rebel batteries fell around us all that 
night. The assistant surgeon of the 59th Regiment (I think) 
and Antonio Phillips (hereto referred to) volunteered to remain 
with us. Early the next morning Lieutenant, subsequently Capt. 
George E. Barton, who was at that time attached to the ambulance 
corps, knowing of our perilous condition, came to the rescue with 
a small squad of cavalry. He arrived just in time and all were 
taken off in time to avoid capture by the rebel advance with two 
exceptions, Doctor Gould and Antonio Phillips, who stopped to 
pick up something that had been left by a wounded comrade and 
were gobbled up. Lieutenant Barton joined the remainder of the 
alllbularice train and after a ride extending from Saturday, May 
7th, to Monday morning, May 9th, arrived at Fredericksburg. 
Here every church in the city was a hospital and every one was full, 
while all round outside lay wounded men ready to take the places 
of those who were dying within or being removed to Washington, 
Alexanctria and Baltimore, via Belle Plain. Every public building 
was full, while in the smaller houses were wounded men who had 
personal friends or relatives in the Christian or Sanitary Com- 
mission, or friends who had been passed from Washington for 
that purpose, and were being kindly cared for. The large agri- 
cultural warehouses were also full of soldiers, placed in rows, 
upon muddy and bloody blankets, while nurses were going up and 
down between the rows with pails of ice water. 

" For the first few days at Fredericksburg it was almost im- 
possible to obtain bandages. The women, with a few exceptions, 
were bitter rebels and would do all they could to prevent w from 
finding or buying a single piece of cloth. The bandage with 
which my own wound waa bound up was part of the white skirt 
belonging to an elderly lady who brought roses into the Southern 
Methodist Episcopal Church where I waa lying, a Mrs. McCabe. 
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Seeing the need of a bandage, she loosed her skirt, cut it into 
strips, and handed it to my father, who proceeded to dress my 
own and other soldiers' wounds." 

Corporal Hall further states in a recent letter, as follows: 
t r  I was wounded, went back nearly to the Brock road, loded into 
an ambulance, taken half way to the Chancellorsville house, cap- 
tured and recaptured twice and taken to the Fifth Corps Hospital 
near the Wilderness Run, all before nine o'clock A.M. After I 
had been placed in the field hospital and cared for by Doctor 
White, the sun was shining on my face on the right side and a 
piece of tent was fixed up by a member of the Christian Commis- 
sion. I n  the afternoon that same piece of tent was changed by 
Doctor Gould to the opposite side. I go thlis into details to show 
that all of this could not have transpired if we did not get up to 
the junction of the Orange plank and Brock roads until nearly 
noon. I t  may be said that it was a long time from the start that 
morning until the regiment was engaged, and it was. The sun 
rose that morning at two minutes of five and was two hours high 
even at seven o'clock." 

Special mention is made as to the time the Fifty-Seventh 
became engaged on the 6th of May, it being claimed that the divi- 
sion to which the Fifty-Seventh belonged beca~ue engaged early 
in the morning. In our opinion, it was about 8 A.M. At what 
time the balance of the Ninth Corps went into position we do 
not know. 

Capt. C. D. Hollis, of the Fifty-Seventh, who was badly 
wounded on the 6th, thinks the regiment went into action 
about nine A.M. The adventures of the Captain, after having 
been wounded, were rather thrilling and unpleasant. After hav- 
ing been carried from the field he was taken to the Sixth Corps Hos- 
pital where he was without care or attention, except that given him 
by his servant, until two o'clock of the 7th, when Surgeon Jewett, 
of the 14th Connecticut, dressed his wound, which was considered 
fatal. By this time it had become very sore and painful and he 
was faint from loss of blood. In this condition he was placed in 
an ambulance and taken over the rough road towards Germanna 
Ford and then brought back again and sent to Fredericksburg, 
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from which place he was sent, with others who were badly wounded, 
towards Belle ?Plain en route to a northern hospital. Captain 
Lawrence and Lieutenant Barker also of the Fifty-Seventh were 
among the number. Soon after dark they were euddenly attacked 
by 13 detachment of Mosby's guerillas. Lieutenant Bond of the 
20th Massachusette was mortally wounded and died on the 14th. 
During the time they were in the hands of the guerillas they were 
treated 'as the Captain says, b b  brutally in the extreme, calling us 
by all the foul names they could call to mind, at  the same time 
punching us in the head with their revolvers and robbing us of what 
valuables they could find. They took my watch but I saved my 
p o c k e t - h k  by secreting it under my back. I could see then1 as 
they were rifling the pockets of those around me. I told the one 
who robbed me that he ought to be ashamed to treat wounded and 
helpless men in such a way, but, placing his revolver against my 
head, he called me - saying: You come here and burn our 
houses and turn us out of home,' this being emphasized with lan- 
guage that was more forcible than eloquent." 

I t  was not known that any omcers were in the party, as 
Captain Hollis represellted that they were all privates. 

Capt. Charles Barker, who was 1st Lieutenant of Company 
F, Fifty-Seventh, in the Wildernese, gives the following accoilnt 
of his experience in this battle and subsequently falling into the 
hands of the enemy, which will be found of great interest. We 
well remember seeing him fall as he was wounded, and admired 
the quiet bravery he displayed at  the time. He says: '' I was 
wounded May 6, 1864. The left of Company H and right of 
the next company, I do not remember which one, fell back and 
went past me. I stepped into line with the regiment and ordered 
them back. They were nearly back in line again when I fell, 
wounded through the thigh. Captain Lawrence came to me and 
tied my handkerchief around my leg, as the wound was bleeding 
freely. I tried to get back with the help of e musket, but the leg 
would not go, so I sat down and ' hitched ' back a short distance 
when Captain Lawrence, who had just beell wounded through the 
neck, and someone else, I do not remember who, came to my help 
and succeeded in getting me back until we met the stretcher bear- 
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era who carried us to the ambulance, which took us to the field 
hoepital where we remained until about midnight, when the sur- 
geon gave orders to move all pho could be'moved as quickly and 
quietly as possible, as the ' rebs' were preparing to shell the 
hospital, to all appearances; so we started and travelled until 
morning, when we came to a plantation where we were cared for 
and rested part of the day, when we were again started for Rap- 
pahannock Station, but were met by a band of 6 loyal farm- 
ers.' We fell back in rear of the army. In the afternoon we 
started with a long train'for Fredericksburg, where we arrived on 
the 9th, remaining until eleven that night ; we started for Belle 
Plain en route for Washington. About one A.M. of the 12th, we 
were stopped by the Mosby gang who Bred into us, overhauled 
and ordered us out of the wagons in terms more impressive than 
elegant or refined. I did not obey. I was sitting on the bottom 
of the wagon between Captain Hollis and a lieutenant of the 
51st New York, who were lying down when they, the guerrillas, 
presented pi~tols and demanded watches and money. I hid mine 
in the strnw and told them I had nothing for them. Someone 
gave them a watch, which partially pacified them, and, as they 
were in a great hurry, they took the horses and left us in the mud 
where we remained until the supply train returned from Freder- 
icksburg, which we had met as it was going there the day before. 
They took us to Belle Plain where we took the boat for Washing- 
ton and arrived about midnight of the leth, being six days from 
the day I was wounded." 

The Confederate cavalry, under Colonel Mosby, or as they 
were termed by ug, 6 b  guerrillas," was a sort of independent, irreg- 
ular organization of men who mostly inhabited that section of 
Virginia where the operations of both armies were principally 
confined. They were dressed in a variety of uniforms, or more 
generally, none at all, and might be seen in the day cultivating 
their fields while at night they would hang upon the rear and 
flanks of our marching army. In this way they were enabled to 
obtain information concerning the movements of the Federal 
army, which was promptly communicated to the Confederate 
leader. I t  waa a force hard to find, except in such cases aa men- 



62 YIFTY-BEVENTE REGIMENT ~ ~ 8 s .  VOLUSTEEBS. 

tioned by Captain Hollis. Many were the stragglers who fell into 
their hands never to be heard from again. However, it rendered 
some service to our army by preventing straggling to a great ex- 
tent, but when one fell out from sheer exhaustion, there was very 
little hope for him. These men should not be classed with that 
gallant Army of Northern Virginia, under Gen. Robert E. 
Lee. Men who engage in honorable warfare and stand squarely 
up in battle are men who respect prisoners of war, especially 
those who are disabled by honorable wounds. I t  is only the 
brutal coward, who has not the courage to face the storm of battle, 
who will abuse a wounded prisoner. 

Following will be found a list of the Fifty-Seventh who 
were killed in the battle of the Wilderness on the 6th day of May, 
1864 : - 

Capt. Joseph W. Gird. 
Llent. James M. Chllds -died of wounds. 

ENLISTED MEN KILLED. 

Wllllam H. Wilson, Sergt. Co. A 
Danlel McDonald, Pvt. 
Mlchael Glllln, , , L 6 

Patrlck Murphy, I L I L 

Michael S haughnessy, " ' I 

Silas N. Carter, I( L L 

Danlel O'Conner, a &  'I 
Samuel Souther, 1st Sergt. Co. B 

(Heretofore reported mlsslng.) 
Lewis Moore, Pvt. Co. B 
Nlcholae Finn, Co. C 
John Zlmmerman, 1 6  , L 

Joseph Rowland, I I ' I  
Frank Bird, a L I 

Lester Tyler, Corp. Co. D 
Henry A. Collins, Yvt. 
Charles Jones, I &  $ 6  

Joshua Hathaway, Corp. Co. E 
George M. Alden, Pvt. L L  

Seva Brown, , , LI 

Thomas Benroy, a I '  
Chnrles Burr, I &  6 1  

John Corbett, I '  , ,  

Thomas Farrell, Pvt. Co. E 
Joseph Longdt, ,, (I 

George M. Hammond, L L  a 

Robert McCoy, , L I 

Michael O'Connor & I  I a 

Lorenzo White, , i I <  

Johu P. Maynard, 1%. Co. F 
(Reported misslng May G, not 

heard from since.) 
Henry M. Fales, Corp. Co. (3 
John E. Tuthill, , ,, 
James J. Willard, Pvt. 
Charles 11. Waite, , 
Wllliam Day, , 
Wllllam 8. Bourne, , 
Ellsha C. Davenport, " , 
William Flanagan, b I 

Frank Laljhua, I i 

George E. Reed, L , 
Herbert W. Bond, Sergt. Co. H 
Charles E. Young, Corp. 
Wllliam M. Caldwell, Pvt. $ 6  

Albert S. Ewing, , 
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John Hmdley, Pvt. Co. H Michael Shelly, Pvt. Co. I 
Lewis Bichardson, L L  " Otis E. Wheeler, ,I (I  

Eugene Smith, I I David Parker, # I  ,, 
William G. Olds, Corp. Co. I Albert W. Dow, C0.K 
Elmer J. Hardy, Pvt. Jeremiah W. Marsh, a I #  

Joseph Fortin, L L 6 b  Starling A. Hopkins " 11 

Michael Stanley, I L L 

The following named men were wounded at the Wilder- 
ness : - 

OWICERB. 

Col. Wm. F.  Bartlett. 1st Lieut. John L. Goodwin. 
Capt. Lev1 Lawrence. l e t  Lleut. Edward 8. Dewey. 
Capt. Charles D. Hollis. 1st Lient. Charles Barker. 

ENLIETED MEN. 

Gusta Beltran, Pvt. 
Hlram K. Ballou, ( L  

Patrlck Birmingham, 
John Davis, 'I 

John Fregean, I s  

James Howarth, & L  

Anthony Heyton, t i  

George Lawson, b b  

Asa M. Ray, L I  

Henry A. Sawtelle, " 
John Teague, ,, 
Patrick Crowe, Corp. 
Josiah B. Hall, 11 

John Midgley, I I 

Warren E. Brewer, Pvt. 
Amasa Bryant, , L ' 
Francis W. Bullard, ' b  

Willlam H. Clark, d l  

Michael Fleming. ,& 
John A. Hart, L I 

J. W. C. Helntzleman, a 

Charles A. Kirknp, 
Edwin R. Smith, 6 1  

Tlmothy G. Sullivan, 
Peter Ward, ,, 
Warreu W. Sawyer, " 

Co. A 
b b 

6 '  

6 '  

I 6  

L ' 
& I  

& L  

6 6 

b 6 

L ' 
Co. B 

L I 

I 

'I 

1' 

' I  

' I  

6 ' 
IL 

I ' 
' I  

1 L 

I I 

' 6  

L b  

Charles F. Kellogg, Sergt. Co. C 
George Billings, Corp. L 6  

Patrick Gallen, I <  ,. 
Thomas Rutledge, Pvt. 
James Ackky, . 'I 

Cornelfus Harley, 6 6  , L 

Joseph Honte, ( I  , , 
Gustavus 8. Holden, 6 1  ,L 
Charles A. Knight, b L  

Willlam Kyle, , , 6 

Michael Kelley, 6 L & I  

David Lavonta, 'I 
John Murphy, L I a &  

Jacob Meatte, I (  , , 
James Norway, I I b a 

John Ryan, , L I, 
Gilbert Sandy, , I I L 

Edward Saucy, , L 

Thomas Shehan, L I ' I  

John Daley, , I I &  

Albert F. Ellis, L b  ,, 
Peter Labombard, , I L, 
Joseph N. Shallor, , ' I  

George Pecardet, ', 6 , 
John Crosby, Sergt. Co. D 
Patrick Gilmore, 1st I 
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John Clark, Sergt. Co. D 
Theodore B. Kendall, Corp. " 
Robert F. McCurdy, b L  6 1  

James Hodge, Pvt. ‘I 
John Curley, I A ' L 
Martln E. Finkle, I L I 

George N. Hudson, ,, 
Martin Kelly, I . I L 

Thomas Long, ' L L L 

Alfred McDonald, L L L L 

Henry C. Maloney, 6~' 'I  

John O'Sulllvsn, ( 6  I , 
Henry C. Scrlber, I I ' 6  

James Vocell, a ,  L 

Ensign A. Oaks, I s  1 L  

Horace H. Paine, 1st Sergt. Co. E 
Frank D. Fuller, Corp. 
Alexander McCoy, L I 

CephasB.Pasco, Pvt. L L  

Samuel 8. Smith, 1 4  I' 

Asa D. Dnrleigh, I , , L 
George N. Cheeney, " I L 

Edwin Cudworth, a &  L ' 
Nahum Bryant. L , , L 
Patrick McNamee, I, I , 
Martin Barrlgan, L L I , 
James Bartlett, 1st Sergt. Co. F 
William S. Dnnn, Corp. " 
Aaron JVllkins, Pvt. I#  

Charles W. Babbitt, " , , 
Augustlu Bourdon, ,, 
Edwin A. Flagg, I f  I ,  

Henry Fuller, L I & ,  

James hi. Frost, a L a ,  

Alfred E. Gore, ,, L 1  

Albion JIcIntire L I 

John McDowell, t L  I )  

Mlchal O'Donnell, , L I ,  

Edmund Pine, ' I  , , 
Micl~ael Harris, & I  I &  

William Skye, 6 ' , . 
Henry A. Wilkins, , , t i  

George Adams, 1st Sergt. Co. O 
Thomas G. Jordan, " , L 

William Worthy, Corp. Co. ff 
Daniel Sullivan, Pvt. 
Victor Rosette, 'I I'  

Charles 0. Adams, 11 L L 

Wllliam M. Drake, '6 II 

Cornellus J. Dailey, I &  

Charles W. Frellck, , , 
William H. Flagg, d A , I 
Garrett Fitzgerald, L L  

Timothy H. Lewis, " I , 
James Lowe, I 6  L L  

Mlchael Melvtn, 'I 6 L  

,John Morrlssey, ,' , L 
Lewis Mountain, ,, L L 

Horace Danyon, ,, . L 
Lorenzo Fletcher, & L  ' L 
Maslal Mallet, , L 
Oscar B. Phelps, ,. I (  

Cyrus H. Ramsdell, L L 

Tlmothy Shehan, a , ,, 
Francis E.  Cooley, I 

Patrick W. Fox, Sergt. Co. I1 
William C. Park, 1st $ a  

CharlesS.Chase, 4 4  L 

Charles H. Pinkham, Corp. 
Otis D. Alnsworth, Pr t .  " 
Joseph H. Binney, , , 
George A. Brown, L L  I $  

Henry A. F. Hoyt, . ' ' I  

George T. Lincoln, a I 

Samuel hI. Lovering, " ,, 
Charles 11. Leonard, I I 

James A. Marshall, , , 
Charles Sharp, L L  & I  

Warren 11. Stockwell, I I 

Charles B. Wilson, '6 

John S. Williams, & I  

George H. Wood, , ' I  

Plerce Culliton, Corp. Co. I 
John Brown, Pvt. & I  

Peter A. Burrows, , a &  

Tlmothy Curtin, I &  I I 

Dennis Colllns, ,, ,‘ 
Patrick Culliton, < I  ,, 
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John Crowe, f i t .  Co. I Danlel Sulllvau, Pvt. Co. I 
John G. Daniels, ,, George W. Wllcox, " ( I  

John Houllhan, 6 b  l b  Orrln E. Writer, 6 L  

Sylvester Myers, - b *  " William Woodville, 6 b  , b  

Louis Reno, ., " Albert C. Wheeler, * b  Co. K 

Many of the wounded died soon after  the engagement, others 
lingered a while to die of their wounds later, others died in Con- 
federate prisons, while others became crippled for  life. 

I 
T h e  following is  a list of the miesing, many of whom died, 

as snpposed, upon the battlefield, others in Confederate prisons, 
while others were never again h e a d  from. I f  their remains found 
sepulture, i t  was in unknown graves : - 
George W. Maynard, Pvt. Co. A 
Wllllam May nard, t b  d l  

Charles H. Rogg, & I  I a 

(Captured and dled a t  Danvllle 
Prison, leg amputated.) 

Jamee B. Freeman, Sergt. Co. B 
Henry J. Fuller, Corp. 
William Batea, Pvt. ,, 
William Robblns. , , 'I 
Charles F. Knox, Sergt. Co. C 

(Kllled. Was seen by Lleu- 
tenant Royce lylng upon the fleld 
shot through the forehead.) 

Wllber F. Ward, Corp. Co. D 
Charles F .  Everett, Mns. " 
Stewart M. G. Fullerton, Pvt. a 

James Hodge, Pvt. 
Saybrook Lee, 1 I , L 

(Dled In hands of enemy.) 
John O'Nell, Pvt. Co. D 
John Brown, Co. E 

(Dlel October 12th, a t  Ander- 
sonvllle.) 

Austin K. Gould, Pvt. Co. F 
George C. McMmter, L b  L b 

Charles Ryan, I #  I '  

Davld Kellty, , , , 
Abraham Luchay, L b  , L 

William T. Peabody, " ,' 
(Dled Sept. ad, 1864, a t  Ander- 

nonville, Ga.) 
James Richards, Pvt. Co. F 
Augustur T. Covell, Co. G 

(Dled of wounds a t  Annapolis, 
Md., Sept. 7th, 1864.) 

John B. Covell, Pvt. Co. G 
Luther C. Hawkins, 6 1  I 6 

John Whlte, I I ,, 
John W. Crowley, a Co.H 
George W. Emerson, l 6  I ,  

(Dled a t  Andersonville. Aug. 
27th, 1864.) 

Frank Short, Pr t .  Co. H 
John H. Richards, C o . 1  

The above lists were prepared with great  care  from reports 
on Ble in the Adjutant-General's OfRce, State of Massachusetts. 
While they may not be strictly accurate in  all the details, yet 
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they are as correct as can be made at this late day. The reports 
from which they were taken were made by the regimental com- 
manders while in the field and without having access to offlcial 
records. There are absolutely no monthly reporta of the Fifty- 
Seventh on file. The special reports of casualties that were. sent 
in were taken largely from memory, which accounts for many 
names that are, doubtless, spelled incorrectly, and others that 1 
may hare been omitted entirely, still the errors, if any, are few, 
and it is thought better to publish the lists in their entirety rather 
than to omit them altogether. The regiment passed rapidly from 
one colnmanding ofacer to another as one nfter another fell in 
battle. I t  was the same with company commanders and 1st 
Sergeants. Marching or fighting nearly every day, sometimes 
both, for months, gave but few opportunities for making out 
reports. The one object, which was paramount to everything 
else, was to do one's duty in battle, and, after that, to try and 
take care of 'one's self with what few facilities the conditions of 
war afforded. An order would wme calling for reports, which 
were always regarded as "red tape"; no one wanted to be 
bothered. The great ~truggle in which the army was engaged 
absorbed everything else. Regimental commanders would call 
upon company commrrnders for reporta of their companies, then 
a scene something like the following would take place : Company 
Commander- '( Sergeant Blazes, 0, Sergeant Blnzes - where's 
that Sergeant?" (Voice from the rifle pit) : fi Out washing his 
shirt, sir." 6 '  Well, you go and find him and tell him I want to 
see him inlntediately." Half an hour later the much needed 1st 
Sergeant is seen appronching. r 6  Come, Sergeant, hurry up, I'm 
waiting for you." " Had to wait for my shirt to dry, sir, before 
I could put it on." Hang your shirt, look at this ! Now, you 
see, the d-1's to pay; they want a report of my company, 
send me no blanks to make it on and I have no records to go by. . 
How do they expect a fellow is going to fight all the time and 
report, too? I suppose when one geta killed he is expected to 
send bnck an oWcial report, so he can be oflcially killed." 
(Message from regimental commander) : L6The colonel says he 
is waiting for that report and must have it at once." LL\Vell, 
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Sergeant, get your roll and let's see what we can do." 6 '  I have 
no roll, sir, -that was with Sergeant Bowers who was killed in 
the charge last evening." ' 6  Then make a list of all the names 
present." I have that, sir." ' 6  Now let's see who were killed 
yesterday evening- who in the flght of the 12th. Now, then, 
we had so many when the campaign opened and we have lost so 
many - 80 many killed, and so many wounded, and so many left. 
That makes it a8 near as I can get at it. Now, if you can And a 
piece of paper somewhere, I will put it down, sign it, and get it in 
at once. I hope this will satisfy them, and will be the last 
report I will ever be called upon to make." Alas, it was with 
many ! 

I t  was fortunate if the paper could be found, often a paper 
collar would have to supply the deficiency. These reporta were 
consolidated by the regimental commander and forwarded, thus, 
for the time being, relieving his anxiety. 

The baggage of the Fifty-Seveuth, together with offlcial 
records and retained rolls, were shipped from White House Land- 
ing around to City Point, on an old barge, the 6 '  General Mc- 
Clellan." I t  was not a seaworthy craft, and sank before reaching 
ite destination, and went to the bottom of the James river. 
Everything was destroyed that could be of service in making out 
reports. Under such circumstances, it is a credit to the regiment 
that any were made out at all. The importance of such matters 
was not valued as highly then as now. 

These lists were submitted with the following letter: - 

HEADQVARTEM FIFTY-SEVENTH M A ~ ~ A C H U S E T T ~ ,  
BEFORE I'ETERBBURQ, VA., Feb. 6, 1866. 

GENERAL : 
I have the honor to forward herewith a nominal list of caliualties " 

of this command for the gear ending Dec. 81, 1864. 
I am, sir, 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

To J. M. TUCKER, 
WILLIAM SCHOULER, Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding 

,ldjntant-General, m y - S e v e n t h  diassachusetta Infantry. 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
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The "nominal" lists do not compare accurately with the 
L L  hbular list of casualties in the Fifty-Seventh" in the adjutant- 
general's report (State of Massachusetts) submitted Dec. 31,1864. 
The latter reporte 1 oHcer killed and 7 wounded, 46 enlisted 
men killed, 154 wounded and 43 missing, making a total of 
251 oRlcere and men killed, wounded and missing. While ' 

the former gives 1 oHcer killed, 7 wounded, 4 8  enlisted men 
killed, 151 wounded and 42 missing, making a total of 249 
killed, wounded and missing, -a discrepancy of two, which is 
accounted for by the two following names, viz. : David Parker, 
Private Co. I, reported killed May 6th, 1864, and George 
Bukardy, Private Co. C, wounded May 6th, 1864. This will 
make the numbers correspond with the adjutant-general's report, 
but making 49 enlisted men killed and 152 wounded. The 
foregoing list of names is imperfect, rendered so by not being 
able to find some on the rolls. I t  is nominally " coi~ect ; we 
have no means of making it accurately so. The discrepancies are 
accounted for by later reporte, which place many of those formerly 
reported L L  missing," as killed " ; as they were never afterwards 
head from, there is no doubt but they were killed; 2d Lieut. 
James M. Childs and Sergt. Samuel Souther are two such. 
Many others could be added, as will be observed by reading the 
remarks in the list of missing." 

Many of the wounded died soon after the battle, and many of 
the missing died in Confederate prisons. Very few ever returned 
to duty again. 

Whether the battle of the Wilderness is considered a rictory 
or defeat, the Fifty-Seventh loyally contributed two hunclred and 
Afty-two offlcers and men to the Union cause. 

Looking at it in the light of after years, we incline to the 
opinion, that our loss might have beeu less. I t  is a well known 
fact, as experience has clearly demonstrated, that men under fire 
for the first time, as many of the Fifty-Seventh were, expose 
themselves more than necessary, and despise any shelter that 
might afford temporary protection. Their idea was to stand 
squarely up in line and face the music." After a few experi- 
ences like the Wilderness, men do not feel it a disgrnce to take 
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advantage of anything that will protect them from the Are of the 
enemy, providing this can be done by keeping in their proper 
place in the ranks. The. Science of War, as tanght at the present 
day in the regular army, specially prescribes that in moving to 
the attack, advantage shall be taken of all obstacles and inequali- 
ties of ground until the final rush is made upon the enemy, and 
men are drilled to carefully observe it. By experience men also 
become better acquainted with each other and comrades know 
whom to rely upon when the shock of battle comes. They know 
who will stand and are much less liable to be thrown into a con- 
dition of panic, which so often proved disastrous and came near 
doing so in this case. 

Chaplain Daehiell, who was upon the field, writes about it as 
follows: " I well remember the rout, as the men streamed by 
in panic, some of them breaking their guns to render them useless 
in the hands of the rebels. Nothing could stop them until they came 

. to the cross roads where a piece of artillery was planted, when they 
rallied behind it.' Colonel Leasure, of the 100th Pennsylvania, 
began to place them in line. Before long the rebel yell was heard 
and the colonel on the gun cried, Advance, first line! ' when a 
volley succeeding the discharge of the artillery made the rebels 
6 skedaddle ' in torn." As the Stretcher Corps of the division 
had not yet been organized, the chaplain, with the band and drum 
corps, followed up the line of battle to minister to the wounded 
and to remove such as they could to a place of safety. Colonel 
Bartlett went into the fight on foot and was soon brought out by 
several of the men, with the blood streanling from his forehead 
and utterly exhausted. 

Although Company K was temporarily on detached duty with 
the baggage train, yet eleven of the company were in the engage- 
ment. Of that number three were killed, one wounded and one 
missing. 

The few batteries that succeeded in getting into position 
rendered escellent service, but it was only at short range and 
with grape and canister to repel charges. 





CHAPTER V. 

SPOTTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE. 

OST of the day of the 7th of May, immediately follow- 
ing the battle of the Wilderness, was spent by both 
armies keeping up a light musketry fire, removing such 
wounded as could be reached, gathering in etragglers 
and those that had been separated from their com- 

mands in the confusion of the day before, and making 
preparations for a renewal of the conflict. Where the 

blow was to fall next no one could conjecture, but all knew that 
the struggle was to be continued somewhere. Although the 
Federal commander had been checkmated in the execution of hie 
plans for the flanking movement, yet he had not abandoned 
them, and determined to again move by his left flank and make 
another effort to reach the Confederate right and rear at Syotteyl- 
vania Court Honse. I t  was a great undertaking to withdraw such 
a vast army from a place so difficult for manwuvering ; especially 
before such a commander as General Lee, who was always watch- 
ful of the movements of his adversary. He divined the plans of 
General Grant to Inore again upon his right flank, and clearly 
foresaw that the key to the situation was to be found in the pos- 
session of Spottsylvania Court House. This, on account of the 
mads that radiated from there in all directions, more than any 
special advantage arising from the natural position of the place. 
There were, in fact, two plans open for him : one to await in his 
position in the Wilderness until the Army of the Potomac should 
commence its movement, then fall' upon its rear, defeat it, if 
possible, cut off it8 communication with Washington and even 
threaten the city itself; but in this case he would cut loose from 



his own communications with Richmond, and the two armiee 
would virtually be changing p i t i o n  with each other. This 
seemed too hazanlous an undertaking. In this event, the Federal 
commander, if not defeated in battle, could easily hare made gwd  
his communications with General Butler at Bermuda Hundred 
and, as he subsequently did, establish his base of supplies there; 
besides, whenever the Confederate Army of Xorthern Yirginia had 
cut loose from i b  base to move north of the Potomnc, as at 
Antictam and Gettyuburg, it had met with disaster. 

I t  must, even at that time, hare appeared to General Lee 
that the resources of the South were nearly exhausted, and that 
by a constant attrition with the Army of the Potomac, tbe Army 
of Xorthern Virginia would soon become worn out. A man like 
Napoleon the First, who always stood ready to stake his all to either 
win or lose all, would probably have chosen this course, but 
General Lee, with all his courage and skill ns a commander, was 
ale6 cautious. By prolonging the war, even by constant fighting, 
there was a strong and ever-abiding hope that either France or Great 
Britain would interfere in behalf of the Confederacy. The safest 
plan to him, therefore, seemed to be to fall back to Spottaylvania 
Court House and make himself strong there, behind earthworks, 
and await the arrival of his adversary. This he decided to do 
when tbe Army of the Potomac commenced the movement out of 
the Wilderness to gain Spottsylvania Court House. The Army of 
Korthern Virginia commenced to move toward the same point, 
reactiing it first and throwing up strong defensive works at once. 

In pursuance of General Grant's original plan, the Army of 
the Potomac was quietly withdrawn after dark of the ith, leaving 
the unburied dead in their silent sleep, tenting in the gloomy 
jungles and dark hollows of this horrible Golgotha, their mortal 
remains to become food for vultures ; both the blue and the gray 
resting side by side in an eternal peace, death leaving further 
strife for those who had been spared, while they were at rest. 

I t  seemed good to get out from under that dark shadow of 
stifling powder smoke into the fresh air and God's pure sunlight. 
The two long days of darkness and horrors through which we had 
passed seemed a lifetime. 
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By morning of the 8th the entire Army of the Potomac was 
well ont of the Wildernese and once more on the march. The 
Fifty-Seveuth, now under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chandler, passed through the ecene of the bloody battle of Chan- 
celloreville, which had been fought in May, 1863. The regiment, 
was halted here for some little time, waiting for the wagon trains 
to pass. While resting upon this historic battlefield the long train 
of anlbill~nces and wagons passed, bearing the wounded from the 
Wilderness to Fredericksburg, en route to hospitals at Washington 
and further north. 

The roads had been badly cut by the numerous trains of 
heary wagons that had previously passed over them. The wounds 
were now two days old and far more sore and painful than when 
first received ; every motion, every jolting turn of the wheel, sent 
pain through the mutilated forme. It does seem at such a time as 
if the wheels would never miss a stone, stump or other object to 
increase the bodily anguish and discomforts of such a ride. No 
pen can portray the patient sufferings of those self-sacrificing men. 
Such wounds as had received attention were only hastily dressed, 
while others were waiting attention. The heat of the scorching 
mid-day sun added increased suffering from the fevered wounds. 
Details were made from each company to administer such colnfort 
or relief as could be devised, but the facilities to do with were 
few. Water was brought in canteens for them to drink and to cool 
their burning wounds. Those who had undergarments, that they 
were not wearing at the time, cheerfully contributed them for 
bandages, and all that could be was done to alleviate their 
sufferings. Many were shockingly mangled and many died on 
the way. Their condition in no way reflected upon the medical 
corps of the army. The surgeons were men of skill and experi- 
ence who worked night and day in the faithful performance of 
their duty, and were more tender in their care than those surgeons 
who never heard the sound of battle. The work of caring properly 
for such a large number of wounded was more than they could 
properly attend to upon the battlefield. 

The Fifty-Seventh was very fortunate in having the services 
of Dr. Whitman V. White, surgeon of the regiment, a man who 
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combined surgical skill with a kind, sympathetic heart. More 
than one who survived felt indebted to him for their lives. He 
was indefatigable in his labors. The surrounding scenes were 
anything but cheerful; ghastly skulls were scattered over the 
ground which seemed to speak, through the sunken, eyeless sockets, 
of the vain glories of war. There were shallow pita, or trenches, 
in which the greater number of those who had been killed in that 
terrible battle had been thrown, and a little covering of earth 
hastily thrown over them, which had been partly washed away by 
the snows and rains of the previous winter. Their whitened 
skeletons, partly covered by faded and tattered uniforms, were 
seen protruding above the ground, mixed and intermingled in all 
conceivable shapes. I t  was a picture far different from the one 
presented when proudly marching to the evening parade under the 
inspiration of martial music. Such sights and scenes must soon 
be forgotten in the great game of war, as one after another they 
pass in quick succession. The man in the ranks must try and 
forget and march blindly on to face new dangers and even death 
on other fields,, until the fatal bullet finds him also, for, after all, 
what is he but a small pawn upon the board, although he valiies 
his life just as dearly as those in high command, who stancl upon 
the pinnacle of fame, while their names are traced in song and 
story through ages to come, and monuments of costly beauty are 
erected in testimony of their bravery and glorious deeds. He, too, 
has friends in some distant home, may be a fond mother who 
loves him just as tenderly, prays for him just as fervently and 
longs' just as anxiously for the return of her noble boy as though 
he were the commander-in-chief of the army. I t  takes Inore 
courage, more patriotism and greater sacrifices to make a good 
private soldier than it does to make a brigadier-general, ancl theirs 
is the greater honor. Generals cannot win battles without the aid 
of private soldiers. 

Both armies were now moving on nearly parallel roads towards 
Spottsylvania Court House, tbe distance being about the snn~e by 
either,- the Confederates marching by their right flank, nnd the 
Federals by their left. The Confederate General Longstreet 
having been wounded in the Wilderness, his corps wns com- 
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manded by General Anderson, who led the advance, preceded by 
Stuart's cavalry. On account of the fire in the woods he was 
unable to bivouac and therefore pushed directly through to the 
Court House and at once began throwing up breastworks. Gen- 
eral Warren commanding the Fifth Corps of the Army of the 
Potomac led the Federal left, but his march wae obstructed by 
fallen trees and Confederate cavalry, so by the time he reached 
the vicinity of Spottsylrania Court House, Sunday morning, May 
8th, he ran up against strong Confederate earthworks, constructed 
in a commanding position on a wooded ridge just to the east and 
north of the court house. . The second division of the Fifth 
Corps, commanded by Gen. John C. Robinson, advanced to the 
attack, but wae met by a heavy cannonade and a sweeping fire 
of musketry, which drove it back in coniusioh, and at one time 
threatened serious disaster, had it not been for the presence of 
General Warren, who held the men in check until they could be 
rallied. General Griftln's division met with a somewhat similar 
experience, but upon the arrival of the other two divisions, under 
Generals Crawford and Cutler, the Confederates were driven 
back. Finding that he was not strong enough to make another 
attack, as the Confederate troops were fast arriving from the 
Wilderness and intrenching, General Warren also commenced to 
intrench. Upon the arrival of the Sixth Corps, under General 
Sedgwick, which was late in the day, the latter took command 
and made another attack upon the Confederate works, which like- 
wise proved unsuccessful. By this time nearly all of the Confed- 
erate army had arrived and taken up a strong position. The 
Second and Ninth Corps, under Generals Hancock and Burnside, 
had been left back near the Wilderness to guard against any 
possible attack in rear; but on the morning of the 9th General 
Hancock arrived and took position on the right of the line, on 
high ground overlooking the river Po, which is a stream too deep 
for fording and about fifty feet wide. The Ninth Corps came up, 
and moved towards the left of the line; advanced by the Freder- 
icksburg road directly in front and eaet of the Court House, 
driving the Confederate line back across the river Ny, a small 
stream with heavily wooded banks, of no great consequence. 



7 6 FIFTY-RY.YENTH RBOMENT MASS. V O L ~ T E E B S .  

The Federal line, as thus establiebed, from right to left, ran as 
follows: By Corps, Second, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth, the latter ! 

being on the extreme left. 
The Confederate army was posted from left to right in the I 

following order : Longstreet's corps (now Anderson's), Ewell 
and Hill, their line facing in a general direction north and east, 
following high ridges and heavy wood. In order to obtain all 
the advantages to be derived from the natural conformation of 
the ground, it had to be posted, first running from the river Po 
northeast, then east, then almost due north, forming an angle 
with the npex pointing a little east of north, then inclining to the 
southeast and finally almost due south, the two wings of this 
army being thrown well back, while the angle extended to the 
uorth about half a mile and seemed to flaunt a saucy defiance in 
the face of the Federals. I t  was thus occupied on account of the 
high nud commanding ground for the position of batteries and 
wns said to be the key to the whole position. Ewell'e Corps 
formed a line from the west face of this angle around the apex 
and part of the east face. A division under General Gordon was 
held in reserve and occupied an intrenched line across the base of 
the angle, from the east to the west face. This was the interior 
line which added strength to the naturally strong position. All 
advantageous points were secured and held by the Coufederates. 
This angle afterwards became known as the 6 L  bloody angle." I t  
seemed to challenge attack, and the challenge was accepted. The 
ground in front of the Confederate works was heavily wooded on 
their right, while the two faces of the angle were mostly open in 
front and on the west, and open on their extreme left, which 
rested on the Po. 

The reader must constantly bear in 'mind that, as the two 
armies faced each other, what was the Confederate left was the 
Federal right and rice versa. 

The 9th of May was mostly passed in heavy skirmishing, 
getting artillery into position and readjusting the lines. General 
Sedgwick, commanding the Sixth Corps, was killed by a Confed- 
erate sharpshooter in the morning while inspecting his line of 
intrenchments. In his death the Sixth Corps sustained a heavy 
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loss. He was regarded ss one of the ablest corps commanders in 
the service. He possessed the confidence of his men who loved 
him and swore by him. He seemed to have a feeling of sym- 
pathy for them, spared them unnecessary hardships and always 
shared their dangers. A man of undaunted courage and sound 
judgment. He waa succeeded in command of the Sixth 
Corps by General Wright. The division to which the Fifty- 
Seventh belonged (Steveneon's) did not come up until nearly 
noon, when they were thrown across to the south bank of the river 
Ny. The Confederate sharpshooters were active throughout the 
day and were of great annoyance to the Federals in securing posi- 
tion. They were also busy strengthening their intrenched posi- 
tion, slbhing timber in front of their works on the right, and 
rendering them more secure by constructing abatis. 

On the 10th the Confederates extended their left to the west 
bank of the river Po, in order to cover the Shady Grove road, 
and their right to the river Po a t  Snell's bridge below the Court 
House, the river at this point ~~unning nearly east and west, but 
where the left of their line rested it ran very nearly north and 
south. 

The Confederate works had been constructed with great 
engineering skill, and artillery placed in such a position that all 
approaches to them could be immediately brought under a front 
and flank lire. 

General Johnson's division of Ewell's Corps held the ad- 
vanced position in the angle referred to;  the eastern face, as 
before stated, being heavily wooded, but more open on the 
west. 

General Humphreys, Chief of StaB, at that time, of the 
Army of the Potomac, says : 6 6  Late at night (9th May) orders 
were issued from the headquarters of the 6 Army of the Potomac ' 
for the operations of the next day. General Hancock was to 
endeavor to ascertain the position and force of the enemy in his 
front and the location of his left flank, and hold his corps ready 
to advance against the enemy; the Sixth Corps to feel in like 
manner for the enemy's intrenchments in his front, General 3Iott 
to hold his division ready to move to General Burnside upon hear- . 
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ing heavy firing in that direction." In compliance with this 
order, General Hancock made a demonstration upon the enemy's 
left early on the morning of the loth, with the intention of 
forcing a passage across the Po and attacking there, but the 
enemy was found too strong for such an undertaking, and later in 
the day General Meade ordered General Hancock to transfer all 
but one division of his corps to the position held by General War- 
ren for assaulting the. enemy's position there ; the remaining 
division to keep up a threatening attitude toward the Confederate 
left. The Third and Fourth Divisions of the Fifth Corps had 
charged the works there, but had been repubed. With the 
arrival of the Second Corps the attack was renewed. Two gal- 
lant and desperate charges were made. The Federals struggled on 
in the face of a perfect tempest of lead and iron, sustaining both 
a front and flank fire of musketry and artillery, in some places 
gaining the enemy's works, where a hand-to-hand fight took place 
with clubbed muskets. The Fedorals were repuleed in both at- 
tacks with fearful loss. 

Later in the day two brigades of the Sixth Corps, under com- 
mand of the brave General (then Colonel) Emory Cpton, an 
o5cer of the regular army, moved forward under a heavy artil- 
lery fire in another attack. This was directed upon the west face 
of the angle heretofore referred to. The charging column was 
formed in four lines and at a given signal rushed forward in face 
of a withering flre of musketry and artillery, breaking through 
the abatis, planting their colors upon the enemy's works, captur- 
ing nearly a thousand prisoners and several stands of colors. 
Desperate efforts were made by the enemy to retake this position. 
I t  was held by incessant fighting until after dark, when General 
Upton, from lack of support, was obliged to retire, bringing the 
prisoners out with him, and the place was again occupied by the 
Confederates. General Mott's division of the Second Corps, 
which wse to have supported the gallant Upton, was at too great 
a distance to reach the scene of action in time, hence the position 
had to be abandoned. If there is any one thing that ie thoro~ighly 
disheartening to a soldier, it is to see works, that have been car- 
ried at such a sacrifice of life, abandoned just because they do not 



SPOTTSYLVA1IA COURT HOUSE. 79 

receive the proper support when most needed, and they see the 
advantages gained thrown away because certain important condi- 
tions, necessary to securing the fruits of their dearly bought vic- 
tory, had not been properly provided for. Not understanding the 
complicated movements of the various organizations, composing a 
large commnnd, they naturally think that they have been forgotten 
or neglected. 

On the 10th a reconnoissance was made upon the Court 
House by the First Division of the Ninth Corps, to which the 
Fifty-Seventh belonged, under command of Brig.-Gen. Thomas 
G. Stevenson, who was killed in the action. General Stevenson 
was a young man from Boston, who entered the service at the age 
of twenty-five, as colonel of the 24th Massachusetts, and was made . brigadier-general of volunteers Dec. 26th, 1862. He was esteemed 

very highly by all who knew him as possessing those brave and 
sterling qualities which can be relied upon in the performance of 
duty. He was regarded very highly by the 'Corps Commander, 
General Burnside, who spoke of him, saying : Upon all occa- 
sions he proved himself a brave and emcient soldier." 

The reconnoissance was pushed close up to the enemy's 
works on the Fredericksburg road and a position taken there and 
intrenched. In that affair we were in command of the regimental 
skirmish line of the Fifty-Seventh. I t  wns advanced across a 
descending opening in front of a piece of heavy wood in full view 
of the Confederate works, to an old fence, at the foot of which 
there were strips of wild hedgerows, small brush and briars, the 
Confederate skirmish line falling back and keeping up a constant 
Are as our line advanced. From the position we Anally gnined a 
good view could be had 41 the enemy's works upon an open ridge 
of hills beyond. General Stevenson was present and directed the 
movement in person, fearless of all danger. 

General Humphreys in Tbe Virginia Campaign of 1864 and 
'65," says : 6 '  On the 11th (May) the Ninth Corps was ordered to 
withdraw to the north side of the Ny, take up a position with its 
left on the main road (Fredericksburg) near the Harris House, its 
right connecting with Mott's division near the Brown House, but 
before the order could be carried out, General Burnside was or- 
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dered to recross the Ny and reoccupy his position near the Court 
House, which was done without any serious opposition. Corps 
commandera were directed to ascertain the least force sufecient 
to hold their positions securely, and the number of troops that 
would be available for offensive movements, and what additional 
works, if any, were necessary to reduce the holding force to a 
minimum. They were also directed to keep their skirmishers 
pressed well up against the enemy, and ascertain what changes, 
if any, had been made by them in their works or troops. The 
object of these instructions was to ascertain where a concentrated 
attack could best be made." 

The day of May l l t h  was mostly spent in prepaiSation for a 
renewal of the battle. Reconnoiterings and skirmishes were con- 
tinued, but no general engagement took place. The enemy seemed 
to anticipate each move, and always with a force to meet it. 
Their army was certainly handled with admirable skill. 

In the aftornoon ( l l th )  General Grant sent the following 
despatch to General Meade, dated 3 P.M. : t c  Move three divisions 
of the Second Corps by rear of the Fifth and Sixth Corps, under 
cover of night, so as to join the Ninth Corps in a vigorous assault 
on the enemy at four o'clock A.M. tomorrow. I will send one or 
two staff ofecers over tonight to stay with Burnside and impress 
him with the importance of a prompt and vigorous attack. War- 
ren and Wright should hold their corps as close to the enemy as 
possible to take advantage of any diversion caused by l his attack, 
and to break in if the opportunity presents iteelf. There is but 
little doubt, in my mind, that the assault last evening would have 
proved entirely successful if it had commenced at an earlier hour 
and had been heartily entered into by Mott's divisio~i and the 
Ninth Corps." 

The nssault here referred to was that made by the two 
brigades under General Upton. 

The afternoon of the l l t h  was rainy, which continuecl through 
the night. The Fifty-Seventh rested upon their arms without 
shelter of any kind, the ground was wet and the men's clothing 
also, with no opportunity of getting dry; sleep was impossible, 
not even the luxury of two rails to rest upon could be found, 
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so the men had to either remain standing or lie upon the wet 
ground. 

The position of the Brown House had been selected ss the 
base from which the assault was to be made, and it waa to be 
directed upon the apex of the salient angle ( ' 6  bloody angle "). 
The NcCool House, which ww just inside the Confederate works, 
was taken as a guide to advance by. There was a strip of open 
ground between this point and the Brown House. All this ground 
had been carefully examined by the different corps commandere 
and a conference had with General. Meade in regard to details. 
General Hancock waa directed to move three divisions of his 
corps at dark (May 1 lth) , in the vicinity of the Brown House, and 
charge the Confederate lines at four o'clock the next morning, 
while General Warren (Fifth Corps) was ordered to hold the 
position vacated by General Hnncock (Second Coips) . General 
Wright (Sixth Corps) was ordered to hold two of his divisions in 
readiness to move wherever their services might be required. 
General Burnside (Ninth Corps) was ordered to support Hanwck 
and attack on east face of the angle. I t  was after midnight 
before the troops were in position. In consequence of the thick 
fog early in the morning, General Hancock was not able to make 
the assault until about 4.30, when he made one of the most 
gallant charges of the whole war. The men moved forward in 
compact masses through the abatis, sweeping over the enemy's 
works like n tornado, capturing General Johnson with nearly the 
whole of hie division, about three thousand prisonem, over twenty 
pieces of artillery and several stands of colors. The Confederates 
fought desperately and for s time it was a hand-to-hand combat. 
Most of the Confederates killed were with the bayonet. It has 
been said that this charge was a surprise, but the Confederate 
General Johnson, who held the works where the charge was 
made, says that it was not a surprise, but that the massing 
of the Federal troops, preparatory to the charge, was observed 

. by him. 
The charging column pushed on for some distance until 

checked by an interior line, held by Gordon's division, which was 
too strong to be carried. 
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The works thus captured by the Second Corps were held, 
and the Sixth Corps sent to the support of the Second. I 

The Confederates concentrated all their available force and 
made repeated and determined charges to recapture them, but 
each resulted in failure; and thus the fighting continued with 
unabated fury until long into the night, in the midst of a drench- 
ing rain. The Ninth Corps, General Burnside, held the left of 
the line and operated upon the east face of the salient, with the 
Second Division (Potter's) on the right, the First (Stevenson's) 
in the centre and the Third (Wilcox's) on the extreme left. The 
First Division was temporarily commanded by Colonel Leasure 
after the death of General Stevenson. 

The Second Division gallantly charged the enemy's in- 
trenched line early on the morning of the 12th, cnpturing s 
number of prisoners and two cannon; but in consequence of n 
eevere enfilading fire which was brought to bear upon them from 
another strongly intrenched position held by the enemy, they were 
unable to hold the captured intrenchments and were subeequently 
driven out with the loss of the two captured cannon. The other 
two divisions made repeated attacks, but were unable to carry 
the main line of the enemy's works. Finally, after desperate 
fighting, the Second Division succeeded in making connectioll 
with Hancock's Corps on their right, thereby closing a dangerous 
gap between the left of the Second and right of the Ninth 
Corps. 

General Wilcox's (Third) Division made a gallant charge 
upon the left, getting close up to the onemy's works, but met 
with a murderous fire of artillery and musketry and was eventually 
driven back with heavy loss. This charge, though unsmcessful 
in breaking the enemy's line, had the effect of checking n move- 
ment which he was making to attack the Federal left flank. 

The Ninth Corps continued the attacks along their front 
during the day and succeeded in holding an advanced position 
close to the enemy and throwing up intrenchments, whicb largely 
contributed towards rendering the Confederate position untenable. 
The vantage ground gained was at a severe loss. General 
Burnside reported it as 2,454 killed and wounded and A90 1 
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missing, between the 8th and l2th, one-half of which he says was 
on the 12th. 

The Fifty-Seventh Maesachusette lost on the 12th, 3 ofiicers 
wounded, 13 enlisted men killed, 52 wounded and 4 missing, 
making an aggregate loss of 72, which stands in evidence that 
our regiment was also 6 '  fighting it out on that line " with a deter- 
mination of remaining '( all summer" if necessary. 

The engagement was during a heavy rain. 
I t  is not our purpose to follow the different movements of the 

several army corps and divisions of the army in all their details. 
We would be glad to tell the story of other organizations than 
the Fifty-Seventh, whose gallant charges have been written in 
history much better than we can do it here ; of personal heroism 
which led men to face death in defense of our country, and we 
would love to portray to the reader the grandly sublime, as well 
as the terribly shocking, scenes of the battlefield, which held the 
fate of so many thousands trembling in the balance between life 
and death, but the glory of one, and the dark Shadows of the other, 
' can never be presented in their true colors to those who have never 

seen and faced the reality. 
The Ninth Corps waa acting in concert with the Army of the 

Potomac, although at that time not a part of it, and the Fifty- 
Seventh Massachusetts belonging to the Ninth Corps, it is d ia -  
cult to describe the operations of the regiment without briefly 
describing those of the whole army. I t  would be like losing the 
touch of elbow when marching in line ; hence, a brief mention has 
been made of matters of general interest with which the regiment 
was associated. The story of one has been written and rewritten, 
while that of the other lives only in memory which time is fast 
defacing. The total loss for this one day ( I  2th May) was : killed 
and wounded, 6,020 ; missing, 800 - total, 6,820. 

The Confederate loss is estimated at between nine thousand 
and ten thousand killed, wounded and missing. Their loss was 
considerably greater in prisoners than that of the Federals. The 
advantage can therefore be claimed by the Federal side, which had 
not only gained ground, pushing the Confederate army back, but 
capturing and holding the strongest position in their line. 



After repeated assaults to regain their works in the angle, 
each attempt resulting in bloody failure, General Lee finally with- 
drew his army to an interior and shorter line of intrenchments, 
which were made too strong for direct assault. 

Notwithstanding the great loss sustained by the Army of the 
Potomac, yet the progress that had been made, and the present 
situation, gave bright hopes to sustain future operations. There 
seemed to be a feeling of greater confidence in the ranks than 
when the army emerged from the Wilderness. 

The commanding general (Meade) issued s congratulatory 
order to the army, recounting the events of the preceding eight 
days since the beginning of the campaign: ' 6  Eight days and 
nights almost without intermission against a ,foe in positions 
naturally strong and rendered doubly so by intrenchments," 
telling them that the work was not yet over. We shall soon 
receive reinforcements which the foe cannot expect. Let us 
determine to coutinue vigorously the work so well begun; and, 
under God's blessing, in a short time the object of our labors will 
be nccomplished." The fruition of this accomplishment was not, 
however, as near as one might be led to expect. 

A few incidents connected with the Fifty-Seventh are worthy 
of special mention. During the severe struggle of the 12th, at the 
angle, the regiment had been advancing through the thick brush 
and drenching rain, driving the "Johnnies" back, when a halt 
was made yery near their line and the men ordered to lie down 
and continue the firing. There was a heavy musketry fire from 
both sides. The enemy was endeavoring to form line for a 
counter-attnck; their words of command could be heard very dis- 
tinctly, cautioning their men about moving forward and sustaining 
an unbroken line, and to fire low. Just as the command 
c t  Forward " was given, Colonel Chandler, who commanded the 
Fifty-Seventh, commanded Attention, Fifty-Seventh; 5x 
bayonets, forward, double quick, charge !" The regiment, led by 
the gallant colonel, moved forward with a rush and cheer which 
somewhat disconcerted the contemplated charge of the enemy, 
who made different arrangements and fell back, followed by our 
line, for a considerable distance. Getting too far in advance 
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another halt waa made and the men again ordered to lie down. 
By this time the Confederate batteries had us located within range 
and were dropping the shells uncomfortably close amongst us, 
which were being replied to by the batteries from our own side. 
We knew where these shells were going, and they were music to 
our ears as they went whirring and shrieking over our heads ; but 
those Confederate shells were the most provoking things one can 
imagine, as they came with a whir" and a L L  swish " through 
the branches of the trees, and plunging into the ground, when 
each one would hug the earth 'very closely and wait for the ex- 
plosion, which would take place in a few seconds, making a deep 
hole in the ground and throwing the earth all over us. There was 
just that much uncertainty in them as to cause a lack of confidence 
in their emcacy. I t  took some a long time to explode and many 
failed entirely: the men who were nearest fearing to raise their 
heads because they might explode at any time. This lot of Con- 
federate powder was poor and showed that dishonest con- 
tractors were not all on our side. Those that exploded would 
sometimes make tr hole large enough for temporary shelter for 
men lying down. 

At another time, in the midst of the battle and while the 
regiment was lying behind breastworks, with the dead and 
wounded lying between the lines, exposed to a drenching rain, 
Captain Doherty of Company G saw a wonnded Confederate lying 
in a hollow a few yards from the breastworks, unable to move, 
with a shattered thigh, while the pouring torrent threatened to 
drown him. He shouted to his men L L  Who will go and rescue 
that man?" The enemy's sharpshooters were picking off every 
one who showed his head, and not a man moved. Then Captain 
Doherty said, "1 never ask a man to do what I would not do 
myself," and, leaping over the works, he brought in the wounded 
man who afterwards died in our hospital. 

The enemy was endeavoring to turn our flank, which at one 
time appeared in great danger. It therefore became necessary to 
remove our wounded from the hospital in great haste, and all who 
were able were sent away in army wagons and ambulances, but 
about sixty were so badly hurt that it wrrs impossible to remove 
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them, so that volunteew were called for to remain and care for I 

them. The surgeon and chaplain and a few nurses were left with 
one day's rations and a single case of instruments, while all the 
rest moved off. I n  a short time a company of Confederate 
cavalry rode up and finding that there was nothing to take and 
that we were only doing the humane work of caring for the 
wounded, some of whom were their own men, they departed in a 
little while. Chaplain Dashiell writes : 6 6  We were cheered by the 
' hurrahs' of the reinforcements coming up who restored the lines 
and relieved us from our exposei condition." 

Chaplain Dashiell relates another interesting incident which 
occurred here : ( 6  A soldier from Massachusetts with his shoulder 
blown off, was slowly passing away, in great torture; and 
occasionally the chaplain would administer a dose of morphine 
and whiukey to tllleviate his sufferings. He was always greeted 
with a loving look ns he approached him. At  laut he said: 

Chaplain, I have nothing but this valuable seal r ing;  take it snd 
buy whiskey and morphine for the wounded boys.' 6 No,' said 
the chaplain, ' this ring will go home to your father; Uncle Sam 
is able to buy all that the wounded boys need.' Afterwards a 
letter was received from the sisters of the dead boy, saying that 
they had taken their brother's place and were working the farm 
for their father to let their brother go to the war, and tbey were 
content thnt their brother, who might have died ingloriously a t  
home, had given his life for his country." 

The chaplain does not give the name of this soldier. 
During this engagement, Co. IC of the regiment supported 

the 7th Maine Battery, which was continuously under are. The 
following is a list of the killed, wounded and missing in the en- 
gagement of May 12th, viz : 

KILLED. 

Patrick Dillon, Pvt. Co. A. Peter Monney, Pot. Co. C. 
Daniel Maghnle, , 1 " EmeryL.Rice, 6 L  I' 

David O'Connors, , Henry S. May, Sergt. Co. D. 
Lfoses Rivod, 6 1  Ambrose E. Morgan, Pvt. 
Lewis Brotgers, " Co. C. John Cahill, 'I Co. E. 
George J. Croshier, " Edward M. Derby, Co. F. 

Edward Rose, Pvt. Co. I. 
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Captain John W. Sanderson. 
let Lieut. Henry C. Ward. 
2d Lieut. Henry B. Fiske. 

ESLIBTED MEN. 

John OII>onnell, 1st Sergt. Co. A. Alden W. Stevens, Pvt. Co. F. 
Willinnl R. Talker, Corp. ' I  Edwin E. Rumnoy, Corp. Co. G. 
Alesaricier Bedreaux, Pvt. " Ira B. Bullard, CO. H. 
Augustus Clanguin, " " Isaac Brown, Pvt. L L  

Owen Doyle, I. b d  Christopher Shamboo, " ( 6  

Timothy Higgins, L 6 Charlea A. Fitts, 61 k L  

John Jordan. ,, I L  (Died of wounds May 12th.) 
Dennis Laudon, 11 " Isaac Ladaux, Pvt. " 

John Teague, I .  " Rodney D. Loomis, L 6  , a  

Bartholomew Vaughn, " " Joseph J. Johnson, ' L  I I 

James \Valsh, L L L L  (Died of wounds May 12th.) 
Benj. F. Dayton, Corp. Co. B. Dennie Rheern, Pvt. b L  

Henry E. Black, Pvt. 6 L  James M. Stetson, b 6  I L 

Albert Brigharu, 6 I George K. Ober, Sergt. Co. I. 
John Murrg. b b  Iiarvey W. Gould, Corp. 
Daniel McCnrty, Sergt. Edward Carroll, Pvt. I #  

James Acklep, P l t .  Co. C. Martin Haley, L (  b L 

Oliver Fosgate, ' L " IVilliam 1,. Jenne L 6 L I  

Cassimer Lapelle, 6 L William Maguire, L a , I  
Patrick Flynn, CO. D. Alva A. Hunt, , a  

TVillin~n H. Rathhurn, L L  John Snow, I $  L I  

George 11. Sears, 6 ,  Enslgn J. Simmons, '6  L L  

Almond C. Townsend, L 6  I' Patrick Thornton, b , I I 

George Vinton, L L L L  Henry Whiten, Corp. 6' 

Peter Brean, Co. E. John Connelly, Pvt. L L  

John Lawleas, b L  CO. F. Adolphus Legrave, " ( 6  

GeorgeW.Benton, Pvt. C0.K. 

The following named men were reported missing: Sergt. 
John 11. Haatings, Co. F ; Privates Oliver Gosler, Joseph Young 
(Co. E)  and Michael Lally (Co. I). 

Very little waa done on the 13th, except that heavy skir- 
mishing was kept up along the line. 

The Ninth Corps occupied nearly the same position that it 
had held since the commencement of the engagement, viz. : along 
the Fredericksburg and Spottsylvania Court House roads. 
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Towards night movements were made by the various corps to 
gain position from which a general attack could be made on the 
Confederate intrenchments early on the morning of the 14th. 

The position held by the Ninth Corps was selected from 
which the assault was to be made. The Fifth Corps was ordered 
to form on the left of the Ninth, and the Sixth on the left of '  the 
Fifth, while the Second was directed to attack directly in its 
front upon the Confederate interior lines which they had failed to 
carry on the 12th. The four corps were ordered to attack along 
the whole line simultaneouely at 4 A.M. the 14th. The movement 
of the Fifth and Sixth Corps commenced immediately after dark 
on the 13th, but they had to march through brush and across 
open fields. The night was very dark and rainy and the mud 
deep, eo that these two corps did not come up in time and then 
were not in condition to attack, as many of the men had lost their 
way in the extreme darkness and others had fallen by the way 
from sheer exhauetion, hence, the contemplated attack was 
abandoned. There was a cessation of hostilities, except heavy 
skirmishing, from this time to the 18th (May). The rain 
rendered roads almost impassable, yet neither army was idle. 
The Federals were pressed close up against the Confederate works 
and intrenched. Reconnoitering continued to discover some weak 
points in the Confederate line that would give promise of success 
if attacked, but every move of this kind found the enemy ever 
watchful and on the alert; force was met by force at every 
threatened point. Lee seemed to anticipate every move and held 
a sufficient force behind strong works, which he continued to 
strengthen by the construction of abatis and slashed timber in 
front of his line of intrenchments, and made himself strong enough, 
at every point, to repel any attack. His line had been somewhat 
contracted after the engagement of the 12th. The time had come 
when he seemed to realize that an attack from him would prove 
disastrous and utterly ruinous, and that the only course left for 
him was in an obstinate defence, hoping that in time the hammer 
might break instead of the anvil. 

The lines were so close to each other that a general move on 
either side would soon be detected by the other. Every man who 
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was rash enough to expose himself was sure to draw the fire of 
the enemy's sharpshooters, who were posted in trees and concealed 
by the foliage, frequently changing their positions, as the smoke 
of their rifles would indicate their whereabouts. These men were 
usually posted at a considerable distance in rear and armed with 
long range rifles, provided with telescope sights. They fired with 
great accuracy. Ordere were issued on the 17th for a combined 
attack by the Second, Sixth and Ninth Corps, the attack to be 
made from the works captured on the 12th, the Fifth Corps to 
act in support of the movement and open fire with all its artillery. 
The concentration commenced d t e r  dark the 17th, and by day- 
light of the 18th the troops were in position and advanced to the 
attack under the fire of thirty pieces of artillery, which swept the 
approaches to the rebel lines. Under a heavy flre of musketry 
the force bravely pushed on and made several attempts to gain 
the enemy's works, but were unsuccessful and finally the attack 
was ordered discontinued. Our loss was greater than that of the 
enemy, as they did not advance from their intrenchments. In 
this engagement the Fifty-Seventh and Fifty-Ninth Massachusetts, 
together with the 4th and 10th U.S. Infantry (Regulars), were 
pushed out to reconnoiter the Confederate position, and suffered 
considerable loss, that of the Fifty-Seventh being three enlisted 
men killed and fifteen wounded. Afterwards the Ninth Corps 
made a demonstration upon the enemy's ieft which also proved 
fruitless. 

Chaplain Dashiel describes this affair as follows : r c  I stood 
on the hill where Roemer's battery had been intrenched and where 
General Burnside had his headquarters, and which the rebel 
batteries soon discovered and made so hot that they were obliged 
to remove, one of the staff having been severely wounded. But, 
while our batteries were playing the infantry dashed across the 
intervening space to find an impervious obstruction from the 
rebel abatis and nothing was gained." 

Private Truman Squires of Co. B, killed May 17th. 
The following are the names of the killed and wounded in the 

engagement of May 18th, viz. : - 



KILLED. 

Henry E. Cobleigh, Prt. Co. D George H. Stowe, Pvt. Co. K 
Joseph White, Corp. Co. H 

WOUNDED. 

Antonio Joan, 
Waldo Sherwin, 
Peter Busher, 
John Newton, 
John Neylon, 
Charles A .  Bates, 
Stephen F. Bush, 
Bcnj. Gokey, 
Charles F. Pike, 

Sergt. 
Prt. 

L L  

' 6  

6, 

6 '  

L ' 

Co. B 
Co. C 

I 1  

' L 

Co. D 
6 6  

Co. E 
'6 

Asa Thompson, Prt. Co. I3 
Frederick Soulie, L L  CO. G 
Michael Bowen, Coq. Co. H 
I s w  Bowen, Prt. 
James P. Brooks, Sergt. Co. K 
Lowell Daniels, Pvt. ' a  

(Mortally wounded. Died 
same day .) 

An incident is related of Waldo Sherwin of Company C, 
Fifty-Seventh, who during this engagement, having secured an 
advanced position and sheltering himself behind a tree, annoyed 
the rebel artillerists. Concentrating his fire upon one piece of 
artillery, he drove the Confederates from it several times and was 
only driven from his work by a severe wound in hie right arm, 
received from a sharpshooter who contrived to flank him. 

I t  became evident now that no front attack would succeed, 
and preparations were again made for " swinging around the 
circle." During the night of the 18th the Kinth Corps was moved 
to the left of the Sixth and both were pushed up as near the 
enemy's works as possible without making an attack. The Ninth 
Corps made reconnoissunces on the 20th in the direction of Smith's 
and Stannard's mills on the Ny and Po. Everything was in 
readiness for a general move by the left flank on the 19th, but 
General Lee evidently discovered or anticipated it, and assuming 
that the Federal right wing must necessarily become weakened by 
such a move, sent General Ewell's Corps to attack it. This posi- 
tion was held by the Fifth Corps (Warren). General Ewell, after 
making a detour of several miles, came upon the Federal troops 
unawares and made a vigorous attack with a force of about six 
thousand men, but was defeated with rr loss of about nine hundred 
killed, wounded and prisoners. The only effect this attack had, 
was to delay the moveme~lt by the flank for another day. 



In this engagement the Fourth Division of the Ninth Corps, 
composecl of colored troops, rendered excellent service in pro- 
tecting the wagon trains, which, at  one time, were in considerable 
danger. Thie was the first experience of many of the enlisted 
men of the colored division under fire. 

The dead were buried upon the 5eld and all the sick and 
wounded sent to Fredericksburg and from there to Northern 
hospitals. The Army of the Potomac was reinforced by several 
thousancl veteran troops, while General Lee's army wae also rein- 
forced by the troops under General Breckenridge, who had just 
defeated Siege1 in the Shenandoah valley, and by Pickett's Diri- 
sion from the vicinity of Petersburg, which could be spared after 
General Butler had been carefully bottled " at Bermuda Hun- 
dred. These reinforcements reached the Confederate army in 
time to participate in the engagement which took place at the 
h'orth Anna river, May 24th. 

The great 6 6  flanking" or turning" movement was again 
resumed on the 21st of May. The bloody battle of Spottsylvania 
Court House had finally closed. The Fifty-Seventh, with the rest 
of the army, left their footprints stamped in blood, thus sealing 
their devotion to duty and love of country. 

The following letter, giving an account of events which 
hare already been referred to, will, no doubt, add interest to what 
has already been mentioned. I t  was written by Captain, then 
Lieutenant, George E. Barton, of the Fifty-Seventh, and kindly 
furnished with other papers by Mr. J. Brainerd Hall, formerly of 
Company B : - 

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, AMBCLANCE CORPS, 
NIWTH ARMY CORPS, 

NEAR F~EDERICK~BURO, VA., May 19th, 1864. 
DEAR . . . . 

We have had some fearful flghtfng, have lost a great many men In 
killed, wounded and missing. The Fifty-Seventh is ased up. We only 
muster 2 i0  flghtfng men In line of battle . . . . 

Our corps, the Nlnth, moved this morning; where to I do not know, 
but I shall be with them tonight. My ambulance train has been convey- 
ing wounded men of our division, the Flrst, to Fredericksburg for the 
last three clays. A11 the houses there are used for hospitals. Tl~eamount 
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of suffering endured there in one day is lncslculable. How I pity the 
noble fellows ! for they bear thelr wounds wlLhout a grumble. 

On our flrst day's flght a t  the Wilderness, when I sskecl the boys 
about thelr wounds, they all seemed cheerful. They aaked about Colonel 
Bartlett, lnqulrlng if he waa badly wounded, and when I told them 
L L  slightly \vounded," they seemed Tery well satisfled. Our lleutenant- 
colonel (Chandler) has won for himself the respect and love of the whole 
regiment by his cool and daring behavior in the varlous tlghts In which 
we have already been engaged. He seems to bear a charmed life. 

The Flfty-Seventh stands very hlgh and wlll do so until not a man 
in left . . . . 

The citizens of Worcester, in their anxiety for the welfare of 
the soldiers from that city and county, sent blessrs. Absirus and 
J. Stewart Brown to Washington and the front (May, 1864), for 
the purpose of rendering aid and comfort, especially to the sick 
and wounded. Two better men could hardly have been selected, 
of warm, genial dispositions and sympathetic natures. 

The following letter was written by them and published in 
the Woreester Spy of May 30th, 1864, a copy of which was 
retained and kindly furnished by Mr. J. Brainerd Hall. 

WASHINGTON, D.C., May 26th. 1884. 
DEAR . . . . : 

Over one thousand badly wounded soldiers have been taken o f  from 
boats today, and among them are a few Massachusetts boys. 

The Steamer State o f  Maine has 403, Colnmbzis 277, Ilirtraxet 179, 
Young America 200, making an aggregate of 1,059. The Iast-named 
boat, after reachlng here, was ordered to proceed to Alexandria and there 
unload. Some of the boys hearing thls order, murmured cousider~bly 
and said they had had enough of Virginia. Amongst the number on the 
Columbus we found Private Charles Fitch of Company H, Fifty-Seventh, 
a Worcester boy, who was wounded in both legs. We procured some 
men who carried him on a stretcher to  Army Square Hospital, it being 
very paillful to hlm to he moved much. We learned from him of the 
death of Samuel Loverlng of his company. 

Private Albert C. Ellis of the Fifty-Seventh, whom we mentioned in 
a previous letter as being a t  Fredericksburg, lyiug In the pulpit of the 
Methodlst Episcopal Church, has arrived at  Alexandrlu, where \re saw 
him yesterday and, by a funny coincidence, is also in a church there. He 
is in the body of the church, being in the position of a parishiouer, having 
descended somewhat from his former stetlon. He is doing very well 
and hopes tn go home soon. 
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Having had inquiry 8s to Abrahain Luchay, Company F, Flfty- 
Seventh, we would say that he waa not wounded in elther of the battles 
and went forward wlth his regiment. 

Quite a number of the Fifty-Seventh are at  Alexandria, and before 
we return home we lntend to take as  complete a list as we can of all our 
men and the hospltale In whlch they are placed. 

Some very flue buildings at Alexandrla are flUed with wounded 
soldiers, and every place for accommodation is  nearly fllled. 

The hospitals in the city are rapidly fllllng wlth the accesstons daily 
arriving, and being mostly bad caaes, many operatione have been per- 
formed wlthln two or three days. 

There have been more opportunltles for aadstlng wounded soldiers 
for the past two or three days than a t  any time before. Some deslre to 
be llfted from their beds, others wishlug drink or eatables, and others to 
whom a word of comfort is consoling. 

' To a stranger, who has seen but llttle of real sufferlng, the manner 
of those who have charge of the wounded seems anything but kind and 
attentlve; but, on getting accustomed to these scenes, there 1s such a 
thing as getting hardened to It. Many become so tlred of lylng in bed 
that they beg you to take them OK Some cry for fresh alr, as though 
suffocatl~~g, and in fact, everything connected forms a state of thlngs 
which appears to some terrible. The report is that some of the slck and 
wounded will be taken to Port Royal, and that Fredericksburg is entirely 
vacated by our forces. Boats are hourly expected from the latter? and 
hundreds are waiting for them. 

FRIDAY NOON, May 2ith, 1864. 

Up to thls hour no boats with wounded have arrlved, and we learn 
from a gentleman just arrived from Fredericksburg that everybody has 
left there, and if any more hospital boats come to Washlugton they will 
he from Port Royal. 

Lieutenants Bowman, Dewey and Ward of the Fifty-Seventh left 
thls mornlng for Port Royal on the steamer Ocean Wave, wlth the inten- 
tion of joining their reglment. They were accompanied by forty other 
ofticers of different regiments who have recovered from slight wounds 
or sickness. 

We lntend golng to Alexandria agaln this a f t e r n o o ~ ~  and render 
assistance lf required. 

It has sometimes been said tha t  promises were made by  those 
who did not  go to the war to induce men to enlist, which were 
afterwards forgotten, the soldiers neglected and their families lef t  
to suffer. Whatever  may be  said of other places, this is  not  t rue 



of tbe people of Worcester. They did make promises, bat they 
more than fnl6lled every promise made. Thew ootetretched arms 
were extended to distant battlefields, and their fostering care 
reached every sick or wounded soldier from Worcester. So t  only 
those, but very many othem are indebted to them for acts of 
kindness a d  generosity, while no instance can be mentioned 
where they permitted the families of those who were bravely doing 
battle for their country to suffer for the comforb of life. where 
euch cases were brought to tbeir notice. The same can be said of 
the noble old State of Msesachusetta. Her lofty spirit of yatri- 
otbm kept watch and ward over her faithful, loyal sons who were 
absent in the army, and their dependent frieods at home. More 
has been done than ever wse promised. 

While the old soldiers stand ever loyal and devoted to oar 
National Government and ita fhg, yet there ia an enduring love 
for our mother State that has elevated them to positions of honor 
and truet, and stands ever ready to keep her plighted faith with 
the brave soldiers she sent into the service of the United States. 
God bless the Commonwealth of Massachusetts." The people 

throughout the country also organized Sanitary and Christian 
Commissions, which did almost as much for our sick and mounded 
eoldiers as did the general government. 



JULIUS M. TUCKER, 

LtouLCol. 67th r u m . .  Bvt. 001. O.0. Voh. 



CHAPTER VI. 

NORTH ANNA RIVER. 

HERE seemed to be a great fondness crmong the old 
Virginians for naming their towns and rivers in the 
feminine gender. Only three weeks had elapsed since 
we had crossed the c'  Rapid Ann," which, one might 
suppose, was a polite way of speaking of what, in 

modern parlance, might be called a fi fast" young lady, 
although her manner was quite becoming as we saw her. 

NOW we were again rival5 for the smiles and favors of her twin 
sister, North Anna, who was as cold as her name might imply, 
and rather gave us the cold shoulder in favor of our more suc- 
cessful rival. There was another named South Anna whose 
acquaintance we did not make. 

Again, in pursuance of the general plan of the campaign, 
orders were issued May 20th, 1864, for moving the Army of the 
Potomac from the vicinity of Spottsylrania Court House to cut 
General Lee's army from Richmond. The Second Corps was 
directed to move soon after dark, by way of Guinea Station and 
Bowling Green to Milford Station, about twenty miles, and take 
position on the right bank of the Mattapony, and to attack the 
enemy wherever found. The Fifth Corps was ordered to move 
on the morning of the 21st, to Massaponax Church and from 
there south by the telegraph road, crossing the Ny at Smith's 
mill, the Po at Stannard's mill and from there south via Thorn- 
burg. 

The Ninth Corps was ordered to follow the Fifth over the 
same route, while the Sixth Corps was ordered to concentrate at 
what was known as the Gayle House, being a commanding posi- 
tion south 'of the Ny and about one and a half miles east of 



Spottsylvania Court House, with the object of detaining the 
enemy in po~ition as long as possible and covering the movemente 
of the other three wrps. I t  will be observed that each corps 
moved separately, and, a t  first, directly esst, afterwards to the 
south. 

The Second Corps moved ss directed, crossing the Matta- 
pony with but little opposition, captured a few prisoners and took 
possession of the wagon and railmad bridger there, the latter on 
the Richmond and Fredericksburg railroad. While this move- 
ment was in process of execution by the Second Corps, the other 
three made a demonstration of force in front of the enemy to 
retain, if possible, his main army there and thus give General 
Hancock time to gain and hold position with the Second Corps 
until the ~rr ival  of the three above mentioned; but General Lee 
learned of this movement and moved Ewell's Corps around to his 
right and posted it on the south bank of the Po at Stannard's 
mill. The Fifth Co~ps commenced the march at ten o'clock the 
morning of the 21st. General Warren's orders were changed so 
as to direct him on Guinea Station, where he crossed the Ny and 
moved towards Madison's store, bivouacking for the night at Cat- 
lett's. The march was only opposed hy small bodies of Confed- 
erate cavalry. Thc order was further changed so that the Sixth 
was to follow the Ninth. The Confederate wrps of A. P. HiH 
remained in the trenches around Spottsylvania, as did also the 
Sixth and Ninth Corps of the Federal army up to the night of 
the 21st. During the day the brigade to which the Fifty-Seventh 
belonged, First Brigade, First Division of the Ninthcorps, made a 
sortie upon the enemy as a covering movement. The Sixth Corps 
was to follow, but it was attacked by Hill's Corps, the attack 
only being made for the purpose of ascertaining what force was 
opposed to him and was easily repulsed with but little loss to 
either side. The advance of the Second Corps, followed by the 
Fifth, being well under way towards North Anna river, the Sixth 
and Ninth abandoned their works that night (May 21st), and 
proceeded by the route heretofore specified also towards the North 
Anna. Hill's Corps moved at the same time, and, having a 
shorter line to march by, gained the objective point first. 
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That General Lea wse advised of the movementa of the Army 
of the Potomac will appear from the following telegram sent by 
him to the Confederate Secretary of War. This has been copied 
from Gen. A. A. Humphreys' '' Virginia Campaign of '64 and 
'65 " and reads aa follows : 

SPOTT~~VANXA COURT HOUBR, 
8.40 A.M., May 2lst, 1864. 

HON. J. A. SEDDON, I 

Becrctary o/ War : 
The enemy is appsrently again changing hls base. Three (8) gun- 

boats came up to Port Royal two days since. This morning an Infantry 
force appeared at Oainea's. Hie cavalry advance at Downer's Brldge on 
Bowling Green road. He ia apparently placing the Mattapony between 
us, and w1U probably open communication with Port Royal. I am ex- 
tending on the telegraph road and will regulate my movements. by the 
information . . . . of his route. I fear wlll secure him from attack 
until he crosses the Pamunky. 

R. E. LEE. 

General Humphreys makes the following note : T h i  tele- 
gram wae in cipher. The part apparently wntldential is omitted 
in the translation. The last sentence should probably read 6 I 
fear it will secure him ' eta., . . . . - A. A. H." 

The whole Army of the Potomac waa again on the march, 
following a general line by the Richmond and Fredericksburg 
railroad and directed on three fords of the North Anna, viz. : 
Jericho, Oxford and Chesterfield (Taylor's Bridge). General 
Lee's army was posted on the right bank oppoaite and was again 
strongly intrenched. 

The North Anna is a stream of considerable imporpnce, 
having a rapid, eddying current, and dimcult to ford at any time ; 
the bottom ie very rocky, with high, precipitone banks which were 
heavily wooded. The Second Corps waa to crow at Chesterfield 
Bridge, the Fiith a t  Jericho, four milea above, where it crossed 
with but little opposition on the morning of the 23d, when it was 
immediately attacked by two divieions of A. P. Hill's corps, 
which gained considerable temporary advantage, but were 
eventually repuleed with the loes of several hundred prieoners. 



The crossing of the Second Corps wae vigorously opposed 
from a redan battery on the north bank of the river in front of 
the bridge. This wae charged and carried by General Birney'e 
division, after which the whole corps crossed by the bridge on the 
morning of the 24th. 

The Sixth Corpe crossed the river that morning and joined 
the Fifth. The two winge of the army were now safely across 
the river and confronting the enemy, but they were not connected. 

' I t  was intended that the Ninth Corps should cross at Oxford and 
make this' oonnection. The Confederate army was posted with 
its centre well forward, near the river, and the two wings thrown 
back. I t  is mentioned as being wedge shaped,'' with the point 
of the wedge opposite Oxford, where the Ninth Corps was to 
cross. On the afternoon of May 24th, 1864, the First Division 
of the Ninth Corps, under command of General Crittenden, ap- 
proached the river at Quarles' Mill, about one and a half miles 
above Oxford. The First Brigade, to which the Fifty-Seventh 
belonged, led the way in wading the river. The water was so 
deep in places that the men had to throw their cartridge boxes 
across their shoulders to keep the ammunition ,from getting wet. 
I t  wae slow work floundering over the slippery rocks and through 
the whirling eddies, hut the crossing was made without opposi- 
tion. A skirmish line was immediately thrown forward on the 
opposite bank of the river. The brigade was halted for about 
five minutes to allow the men who had removed their shoes in 
wading the river to put them on again, and the others to empty 
the water from their shoes and wring out their stockings. All 
were soaking wet up to their armpits, and in this condition the 
line was formed and moved forward before the other brigades had 
effected a crossing. The 85th Massachusetts was deployed as 
skirmishers and preceded the advance through a heavy wood, 
followttd by the 56th, 57th and 59th Massachusetts, and the 4th 
and 10th U.S. Infantry. The enemy's skirmish line wae soon 
encountered and driven in. After proceeding about one-half 
or three-fourths of a mile in this way, the line emerged from 
the thick woods, and upon a high, ~emicircalar shaped ridge of 
hills, about eight hundred yards beyond, a Confederate battery 



oonld be seen, well .protected by earthworks and strongly s u p  
ported by infantry. The brigade commander was full of fight 
and was desirous of taking hold at once, before the other troops 
could come up, and then he would not have to make a division of 
the anticipated glory. Se t  he thought he needed a little more 
strengthening. He therefore called upon an omcer of the Fifty- 
Seventh, who was the only omcer at the time with his company, 
to return with all possible haete to General Crittenden, wmmand- 
ing the division, with the following ~ e r b a l  message : " Give my 
compliments to General Crittenden and tell him that there is a 
rebel battery in my front; aak him to please send me three regi- 
ments immediately, one on my right, one on my left and the other 
in rear for support, end I will charge and capture it." 

The bearer of the measege was not a e W  officer, was wholly 
onknown to General Crittenden and knew not Where to find him, 
yet he followed the direction as near as he could back to the ford, 
and by good fortune, went directly to him and delivered the 
meaaage. The General looked somewhat surprised that this 
singular request had not come thrqugh one of the brigade staff, 
end at 5rat eeemed s little suspicious ; but after a few 
and becoming satisfied with the identity of the ofiicer, he directed 
him to return immediately with this verbal reply, which, in sub- 
stance, is correct, and in words as near ae can be remembered: 
t r  Go back to General - immediately. Give him my com- 
pliments and tell him I .have not the regiments to spaa.  The 
division is not across the river yet. Tell him my ordora. pre not 
to charge." As the mesaenger turned around and started to 
return, General Crittenden called him back and modified the order 
about as follows : 6 '  Tell General - not to charge anlese he 
sees a sure thing where he can capture ti battery not well sup- 
ported; to use the utmost caution. Tell him that I have informa- 
tion that seem reliable, that the enemy is posted in force in his 
front, and if he charges I am afraid it will be a failure and result 
in bringing on a serious engagement which we are in no condition 
to meet now, as a large part of my division is still on the other 
aide of the river with the reet of the corps ; tell him to uee the 
utmost caution." 



In returning with this answer the bearer took a course further 
to the right, which, when he reached the open in front of the 
wood, brought him on higher grouod from where he could get a 
better view of the position of the enemy than from where the 
brigade was formed. E'rom there he could see other batteries in 
position, with a strong line of infantry intrenchmente, while over 
and beyond could be seen clouds of dust which indicated that a 
large force wae hastening towa~ds the threatened point of attack; 
while down to the left he saw the brigade drawn out in front of 
the wood, its commander making ready for the charge without 
waiting an answer to the request for reinforcements, without 
knowing whether they were coming or not, or what was in front 
or behind him. He hastened to the brigade and endeavored to 
deliver General Crittenden's orders, but in the excited state of 
mind in which he found the commanding omcer, it is doubtful if 
he heard, or if he did, that he underetood one word or cared a 
fi continental." 

I t  hae long been a matter of mental debate whether, a t  this 
late day, the truth in regard to this affair should be told or not; 
whether, as long ss there is no remedy for it now, it should not 
be smoothed over and made to appear in a favonrble light; but 
justice to the memory of those brave men who fell upon that 
bloody field and our own sense of duty, prompts us to tell the 
truth aa we saw it. 

The black lowering clouds which had gathered and were faat 
approaching from the west indicated that a heavy shower waa 
about to fall. On the return a well-known omcer was met, being 
carried out by some men, hove-de-combat from chronic sunstroke, 
although it was cloudy at the time. His frantic gesticulations 
disclosed his eagerness'to grapple with the Confederate army sin- 
gle handed, but the unfortunate sunstroke had prostrated him ; 
only for this the war would have been closed that very day. The 
condition of affairs did not give promise, to those who realized 
the situation, of a very great victory. The men had been re- 
quired to remove their knapsacks and all other impedimenta to 
their rapid progress across the open space that intervened between 
the line and the objective battery. The General was inspired 
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with that artificial courage known throughont the army ae L L  Dutch 
courage," the quantity of which eeemed to be euEtlcient to sustain 
him through thie or any other trying ordeal, but the quality wae 
not of the enduring kind. A diminutive oftlcer of hie staff had 
evidently become inepired with the eame enthueiaem and wae 
etanding boldly out to the front with a emall-eized Smith & Wee- 
eon revolver in hie right hand, Bring wildly toward6 the rebel 
battery, about eight hundred yards dietant. I t  hae never been 
learned what damage he did ; at all eventa, the battery did not 
eurrender. The brigade waa finally launched out like a thunder- 
bolt from the dark, threatening clouds from which the rain wae 
just beginning to deecend. The General led in pereon. Hie 
courage had juet the right poise and there wae no knowing how 
long it would etay or when it would be there again. He muet, 
therefore, make the moet of ita present condition. What wae 
true of Tam O'Shanter a hundred years ago eeemed equally true 
in thie w e  : 

L 6  Ineplrlng bold John Barleycorn ! 
What danger6 thou canst make oe scorn ! 
Wi' tippenny we fear nee evil, 
Wi' neqoebae we'll face the devil!" 

After proceeding a ehort dietanoe all eemblanoe of a line 
became loet. It wae juet a wild t~ ln l tuoue  rueh where the more 
reckleee were far to the front and the cautioae onee mattered 
along back, but etill coming on. Many of the Confederate soldiers 
stood upon their breastworks and called out in a tantalizing man- 
ner,- '' Come on, Yank, come on to Richmond." A tall, cadav- 
erous looking oflcer of the Ninth Corps staff wae also in the 
procession. Placing hie hat upon the point of hie eword he held 
it above hie head and danced around in evident glee. A rebel 
eharpehooter playfully sent a bullet through the hat, but gener- 
oualy epared the oftlcer for a future occasion. On went the 
furious charge until the guns of the battery became vbible. 
Musketry fire wae opened upon the seeailante and men began to 
fall. The Fifty-Seventh colors went down ae the color ser- 

. geant waa hit, but they quickly came up and the brave Karpeles 
again went forward with them, although badly wounded. Colonel 



Chandler endeavored to take the colors from him and send him 
back, but he clung to them and continued far in the advance, 
until, weakened from loss of blood, he was obliged to paes them 
into other hands and fall to the rear. We had almost reached the 
silent batteries, when suddenly every gun flashed out a shower of 

' grape and canister which shook the very ground and swept every- 
thing in front. Beneath the clouds of rising smoke the Confeder- 
ate infantry could be seen rapidly advancing and closing in from 
the right and left. The gallant charge went no farther, but 
turned into a complete rout. A further advance meant simply to 
rush into the jaws of death or a surrender. The only hope lay in 
a hasty retreat. Colonel Chandler fell mortally wounded. Cap- 
tain Prescott, Sergt. E. D. McFarland and one or two other8 
endeavored to raise and carry him from the Reld, but it was too 
late. Raising one hand, he quietly motioned them .to put him 
down, saying : c c  You can do nothing for me, save yourselve~ if 
you can." He fell into the hands of the enemy. Colonel Harris of 
the 12th Mississippi communicated the fact that he survived some 

. hours after the battle. He generously cared for him and sent 
tidings of his death, together with his watch, money, diaiy and a 
photograph of a young lady to our lines, under a flag of truce, to 
be forwarded to his bereaved mother. 

Incidente like this were of such rare occurrence during the 
bitter strife that one may well pause to notice it. If the South 
had possessed more such men, their cause would not have been 
stained with the records of Fort Pillow and Andersonville. Such 
noble characters do honor even to a bad cause. 

But, resuming the narrative, the charge that had been made 
with so little regard to military order, now became a confused and 
demoralized flight. The General gave no order and made no 
attempt to rally. Such an effort would have been utterly futile, 
even if he had been in a disposition to undertake it. Every man 
became his own general, while the receding tide scattered and 
disappeared in the wood from which the charge had been made. 
Men were falling at every step. We well remember one brave 
young boy of eighteen years, William Anthony of Leicester, a 
member of Company E, who fell never to rise again. The . 





scattered brigade fled with due haste; back to th; river at a 
point below where it had previously crossed. By this time it was 
getting dark-and the rain was pouring in torrents. . Looking down 
into the deep, black waters in rear and the charging enemy in 
front, presented rather a gloomy appearance to a defeated, 
demoralized body of men' without head or guidance. Several 
offlcers attempted to make n rally upon the river's bank, but it ' 

was of no use. Following,the General up the river, as they had 
followed him in the chargei the remainder of the division was 
found. Having effected a crossing, and hearing the heavy filing 
in front, they had thrown up a hasty defence of logs and branches, 
behind which the badly beaten First Brigade was glad to take 
refuge and help to check the advancing charge of the enemy. 
The night was intensely dark and rainy, p t  men worked hard 
constructing defensive works from fallen timber,' while the 
whizzing shots continued to rattle through the branches of the 
trees; and thus ended the battle of .North Anna, in which 
the Fifty-Seventh regiment lost Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler and 
nine enlisted men killed, Lieut. Charles H. Royce and twelve 
enlisted men wounded and thirteen enlisted men missing, making 
a total loss of two ofacere and thirty-four enlisted men. Of the 
missing, many were killed or subsequently' died in Confederate 
prieons. The names are here given below : - 

KILLED. 

Thomas Burke, Pvt. Co. B Henry L. Park, Corp. Co. H 
Amos P. Newton, L L  Patrick H. Manville, Pvt. 
Thomas Curley, Co. U Thomas Conway, L b  CO. I 
Willlam 8. Anthony, " Co. E David Sancomb, ( L  I L 

Richard Mulstead, I' Co. G 

ENLIBTRD MEN WOUX'DED. 

Jullus Dougall, Pvt. Co. D Thomas Conners, Pvt. Co. H 
Jacob Kirby, L I Phlneas L. Holbrook, &I 

Joseph E. Lapoint, Co. E Thomas J. Tourtellott, L b  6 b  

Joseph Horton, .L6 CO. G Leopold Karpeles, Co1.-Sergt. Co. I 
(Dled June 2d, 1864, at Joseph W. Barnee, Pvt. Co. K 

Washington, D.C.) Henry L. Gill, L &  1 6  

Ira B. Bullard, Corp. Co. H Wesley F. Hayward, L 6  

(Died May 24th, 1864) , 



D. Landon, Pvt. Co. A 
Wllllsm Mooher, 1& 6 L 

Danlel O'Connor, L L  I I 

Antonlo Phllllpa, " Co. B 
(Dled at Ander8onvllle, 

July Wth, 1864.) 
Lyman Bryant, Pvt. Co. D 

(Died in Anderronvllle, 
July 27th, 1864.) 

John E. Hinton, Pot. Co. D 
Egbert 8. Jscquina, " 1 L 

(Died in Ander8onvllle, 
Aug. lbth, 1864.) 

Edwln B. Reed, Pvt. Co. D 
(Sappored to hrve been killed.) 

Michael McCarty, Pvt. Co E 
John A. Paine, I& Co. H 

(Dled Sept. lbth, 1864, at 
Andersonvflle, Qa.) 

Edward A. Wdton, Pvt. Co. H 
(Died at Andereonville, 

Aug. loth, 1864.) 
Amslur R. Bullock, Pvt. Co. I 
Herbert 0. Smith, CO. K 
(Died of wounda, May 84th 1864.) 

The description given of thii engagement ie a correot one, 
as witnessed by thoee who were preeent, and in not imaginary. 
Nothing whatever wae aocomplinhed, except a needleee slaughter, 
which had a dieheartening effect upon the men ; the humiliition 
of defeat and the complete loee of all confidence in the brigade 
commander who wae wholly reeponeible, a loes which wae never 
regained through the conme of future events. When men are 
called upon to make euoh sacrifices they do not like to feel that 
they are entirely thrown away through a blind, temporary courage 
of an incompetent leader. Yet thie wse not an exceptional case ; 
there were many euch during the war which hininriane have treated 
with too much charity. 

Looking at the &'air in the light of after years, it preeenta 
no new features. The reeult waa ae apparent before as after the 
charge ; the nearer the brigade approached, the plainer could be 
seen the frowning batteries, the etrong breaetworka and the large 
force we were attacking. The fact was, a decimated brigade, 
wholly unsupported and poorly commanded, waa seeailing the 
enemy with batteriee in position, supported by a strongly in- 
trenched line of infantry. It did, however, develop noble traits 
in the character of thoee men who obeyed. order8 without a mur- 
mur and went forward in thin desperate charge with a patriotic 
devotion to duty. Such men, intelligently commanded, could be 
relied upon in gny emergency. Their deeds are none the leee 
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worthy on aocount of disaster than they would have been through 
the plaudits of victory. 

A letter written by Chaplain Dashiell to Miss Andrew soon 
after thie engagement, reads aa follows : About noon we re- 
ceived the order to move and I rode with the Colonel at the head 
of the column. A mile or two of marching brought us to the 
North Anna, which we were to wade. I t  wae a shallow stream, 
tllled with large stones and eome deep holes. He rode over safely. 
Two other horsemen got beyond their depth and eoon I came 
over dry shod. We had some pleasantry about the paesage and 
I waa pleaeed to find him in such a fine flow of spirits. He had 
picked up a belt containing a revolver and bayonet, which had 
been lost by eome luckless soldier, and taking the revolver, he 
jokingly offered the bayonet to eome of the boys then passing. 
We passed up the bank and on the level above he formed the 
regiment in line of battle and pushed on at the head of his men. 
Soon the roar of battle quickened our prepamtione for the 
wounded and they began to come in after a few moments, and 
rumors came of the Colonel's wound and then of hie abandonment 
on the field . . . . 

b L  The mlor sekgeant (Karpeles) wae shot when our regiment 
waa overborne by the maeeee of the rebels, and went to the rear 
only when Colonel Chandler insisted upon it. There wae a rumor 
that night in the hospital that the corporal who had the colors 
having been killed, the Colonel seized them and waa killed in con- 
sequence. There waa no ground for the rumor, but the poor 
fellow wae inconeolable. All night long he charged himself with 
the death of hie 'dear colonel,' because he had left the field. 

Colonel Chandler haa left a record in the hearta of his regi- 
ment and upon the pages of hie country's history, which might 
gratify the ambition of any man." 

Lieut.-Col. Charles L. Chandler wae the eldest eon of 
T. P. Chandler, Assistant Treasurer of the United States, at Bos- 
ton. When the war broke out he enlisted in the let  Maaeachu- 
set*, at the age of twenty-one. He was mustered into the United 
States senvice ae 2d lieutenant of Company A, May 35th, 1861, 
promoted to let lieutenant in the same regiment, March 21et, 



1862, and with that regiment, participated in the battle of Bull 
Run and Blackburn's Ford, serving throughout the Peninsula 
Campaign with distinguished bravery. Aug. 6th, 1862, he waa 
again mustered into the service as captain in the 84th Massachu- 
setts. April 20th, 1864, he became lieutenant-colonel of the 
Fifty-Seventh Maseachueetta, vice Edward P. Hollister who had 
previously resigned. His whole military career waa marked by a 
fine sense of honor and loyal devotion to duty. Rarely haa any 
man of his age acquitted himself so nobly, winning praise from 
his superiors and the love and respect of all who knew him. His 
private character stood without a blemish, and hie example, in all 
respecte, is well worthy of emulation. 

In  a private letter written by General Bartlett, under date of 
June 14th, 1864, while absent in Washington, wounded, he speaks 
of the regiment and Colonel Chandler as follows : I heard from 
the regiment today. I t  hse a good reputation throughout the 
corps. All speak of Colonel Chandler's splendid bravery and 
coolness." 

The conduct of the regiment in this battle was noticed by a 
correspondent at the time, who says : 6 L  We were at first under 
great apprehension that the Fifty-Seventh Meeeachusette, a new 
regiment, on the left of the 100th Penneylvania, would give back, 
and if they did, we were lost. Colonel Leasure assumed control of 
them and I heard him say ' they fought like lions.' It was well 
they did, for all on their left gave way, and, if our line gave way, 
the fate of the day would have been against us." 

With all due respect to this correspondent and the gallant 
Colonel Leasure, the author of these pages, who wsa present 
throughout the whole engagement in command of a company of 
the Fifty-Seventh, and in a position to know something about who 
its commander was, fails to remember any such controlr' or to 
observe where 6 b  the fate of the day" was at all in our favor. 

The engagement reflected credit upon the troops engaged 
I without distinction of regiments, but it was distressing to think 

that nothing had been accomplished. 
The condition of affairs at the river did not give promise of 

any successful movement upon the enemy. The heavy rain had 
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caused the water to rim until it waa impossible to again ford it. 
The only wry of securing the safety of our wounded was by ferry- 
ing them across the stream on hastily constructed rafts, with 
momentary expectations of another attack from tho enemy with a 
force which would have completely overwhelmed us. If General 
Lee had known the true condition of affairs at this point, on the 
south bank of the rirer, there is little doubt but he would 
have made the attack. With the two wings of the Federal army 
so widely separated, succor could not have been obtained in time 
to avert a still greater disaster than the one already experienced. 

All through that dark, rainy night tireless men were working 
the rafts to and fro across the fast swelling stream. By morning 
of the next day all the wounded were over and in a place of 
safety. Many had passed to a place of eternal safety beyond the 
silent river, and the battle of North Anna rirer was closed. ' 

There are many names that deserve special mention. Many 
who were captured died aa martyrs to the cause they had espoused 
in the prison pen of Andersonville. 

Corp. Ira B. Bullard of Sutton, a member of Company H, 
and who belonged to the color guard, was badly wounded and 
subsequently died in Mount Pleasant General Hospital, Washing- 
ton, D.C. He was a young man of excellent character, and poe- 
sessed the confidence and esteem of his superior oacers. The 
following letter in relation to him will, no doabt, be read with 
interest by his friends and former comrades. 

HEADQUARTEXS CO. C, FIPTY-Y EVEXTH. 

In the fleld near PEQRAM's FARM, VA. 
Oct. 28d, 1864. 

DEAR . . . . 
In reply to your inquiries about Ira B. Bullard, I will state that he 

was wounded In actlon May 24tb, a t  the battle of North Anna rlver, and 
afterwards died of wounds in bo8pital a t  Washington. I took hlm from 
the fleld in one of my ambulances. I was attached to the ambulance 
train at  that time . . . . I had qulte a long talk yesterday wlth Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tucker about Ira. The Colonel, you know, formerly com- 
manded Co. H. He said that Ira proved hlmself to be an excellent 
soldler, both cool and plucky in a flght and always falthful when on duty. 
The Colonel, In rpeaklng of hie conduct in the battle of the Wlldernees, 



relater a circumrt8nce lllurtntive of hlr coolnesr under Bre. Hb M e  
hrvlng become 80 foul that he WM unable to dischuge It, he quletly took 
hie wrench from hle cartridge box, unscrewed the cone upon whlch the 
capr are placed, took hlr primer and cleaned I t  out, then screwed it on 
again and blazed away; all thle under a hesvy fire of mueketry from the 
" Johnnier." 

I have jurt been W i n g  with the color sergeant. He a y e  of 
Corporal Bullard : " He WM the best corporal I had on the color guard, 
alwayr In hla place close to the colors. He fell Bghtlug by the old flag, 
but galned the rear without aesistauce." A day or two before the tight 
at North Anna Rlver, Corporsl Buhrd was quite elck and away from the 
regiment about W a day, but this dld not ruit him at all. He jolued the 
color guard md went in with the regtment. Many men would have 
taken advantage of thelr ricknem to remain la rear, but this WM not hle 
style. He made the remark to the color sergeant, when he jolued the 
guard : If I were only well I could do my duty, but I want to be with 
the regiment, wherever that 1s." 

(signed) GEORGE E. BARTON. 

The Worcester 8' of Jan. 81et, 1865, noticee the death 
of Edward A. Walton of Company H, Fifty-Seventh, who wae 
reported among the miesing in the battle of North Anna and 
pays the following tribute to his memory: '6 Another victim 
of cruel treatment . . . . Edward Alonzo Walton, Company H, 
Fifty-Seventh Regiment, Massachueetta Volunteers. He was 
captured on the 25th of May last and taken to Richmond, then 
to Andersonville in Georgia, where he remained three long, dreary 
months, in which he suffered the utmoet exposure and privations, 
which he bore with great patience in hopee of being released or 
exchanged by his government; bnt finding himeelf, with all the 
rest, abandoned to his end fate, with no other hope but starvation 
and death the most cruel, he gave up in despair and resigned 
himeelf to his fate, when on or about the 10th of August, 1864, 
he died of cruel neglect, expoeure and starvation. He was born 
in West Boylaton, Oct. 2d, 1885, and was the eon of Gilderoy 
and Dolly Walton. He hne left a fond wife and child who, 
with his grief-stricken parents and brothere, mourn hie sad and 
painful death." 

On the 24th of May, 1864, the Ninth Army Corps was in- 
oorporated into the Army of the Potomac and remained a part of 

Bhould be 94th.- J. A. 
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it until the cloee of the war. Thie change wse made at the sug- 
gestion of General Burneide who wae willing to waive all consid- 
eration of rank and place hiieelf under the command of 
General Meade. By this arrangement the Army of the Potomac 
became an unit and ita movemente made with fewer complication8 
than had previously exieted, where virtually two independent 
commands were awkwardly endeavoring to work in harmony with- 
oot any red cohesion. 

The morning of the 25th found the two armies face to face, 
but no engagement took place save the constant flring along the 
line of pickete. The division (Crittenden's) wee thrown forward, 
in connection with the Fifth Corps, under command of General 
Warren, to within a few hundred yarde of the Confederate in- 
trenchments, in order to develop their strength and poeition. 
They were found well intrenched on high ground with a large 
force entirely too strong for attack with that under General 
Warren. In fact the advantage would have been more in favor 
of the Confederatee had they made an attack npon the Federal 
force demonstrating against them, se they were in a position 
where concentration could have been quiakly made, while the 
Federal force wse so widely scattered that it could not have been 
b h g h t  together without crowing the river twice and having a 
mnch greater dietance to march. Colonel Venable and Colonel 
Taylor of General Lee's staff state that an offensive move at this 
time wee seriously contemplated by General Lee had hie army 
been of even reasonable proportion with that of hie adversary." 
Surely the " proportion" against him was not anreaeonable at 
this particular point where everything seemed in his favor and to 
invite an aggreeeive move upon his part. The chances were that 
he could, by rapid concentration, hare thrown his whole force 
upon the right wing of the Federal army and either defeated or 
inflicted a great loss upon it before the left could have been brought 
up. More particularly would such a move seem imperative when, 
se hee been stated, he waa anticipating a demonstration npon his 
left flank. 

This part of the Confederate line wee held by Hill's corps 
and Pickett's division that had recently joined from the vicinity 
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of Petersbnrg, after the failure of the movement made by General 
Butler on the James river. The position held by the Army of 
the Potomac was wholly untenable. 

The dead were buried upon the field, ponton bridgee were 
laid acrose the river, and for the third time in the hietory of thie 
campaign, arrangements were being made for the great flank and 
turning movement. 

On the 26th the regiment croeeed to the north side withont 
molestation and again took up the line of march by the left 
flank in another effort to interpoee between General Lee and 
Richmond. 

The regiment at this time lost the wrvioee of their fighting 
major, not by death, but by resignation. He turned from the 
bloody path of war to the quiet shades of peace, ' 6  beating his 
ewoni into a plowshare." Capt. Juliue M. Tucker, commanding 
Company H, being the eenior ofacer present, took command of 
the regiment and wae subsequently promoted to the grade of 
major and mustered as such on the 14th of June following, later 
to the grade of lieutenant-colonel. 

The army had loet, according to the report of the medical 
director, from the 21et to the 26th of May, 2,100 in wounded. 
A tabular statement shows that between the 43d and 27th 
of May, the loss wae: 228 killed, 1,460 wounded, and 290 
missing. 

Soon after the death of General Stevenson, General Critten- 
den arrived and was assigned to the command of the First Division 
of the Ninth Army Corps and retained it until after the battle of 
Cold Harbor. 



CHAPTER VII. 

N the night of the 26th, the Ninth Corps was with- 
drawn from the south bank of the North Anna river, 
recrossing on ponton bridges oovered with brush, 
without being discovered by the enemy. The pon- 
tons were immediately taken up and the march 

commenced towards the Pamunky river, about thirty-two 
milee distant. The infantry waa preceded by two divi- 

sions of Sheridan's cavalry, followed by of the ~ L t h  Corps, 
towards Hanover Town. The Sixth and Second Corps were 
ordered to cross the Pamunky four miles above Hanover Town, 
and the Fifth, followed by the Ninth Corps, was to cross at that 
place. The regiment was now under command of Capt. J. M. 
Tucker. The march wae continuous, day and night, via Shady 
Grove, until the river waa reached and a orossing made about 
midnight of the 28th. 

The Pamunky is a narrow, sluggieh stream, formed by the 
North and South Anna rivers and several creeks. Ita banks are 
heavily wooded and generally low and swampy. The, smaller . 
streams have low, marshy banks. There were many r o d s  that 
seemed to wind around in all directions, but none, except the Rich- 
mond stage road, were good, and that waa only good in comparison. 
The march waa a tiresome one, aa the roads were muddy from the 
recent heavy rains. Some of them were found considerably below 
the surface of the ground. Through swamps, across creeks and 
over muddy roads, the march waa continued until the regiment 
reached the vicinity of Hawes' shop on the morning of the 
29th, at which place the Ninth Corps waa held in reserve, while 
the Second, Fifth and Sixth were ordered to make reconnoiseance . 



in force ; the Second in the direction of Richmond (to the south) ; 
the Fifth on the Shady Grove road and the Sixth towards Hanover 
Court House. The Sixth Corps met with only small bodies of the 
enemy's cavalry, the Fifth croesed Totopotomy creek, on the 
Shady Grove Church road, and encountered only the Confederate 
pickets and vidette poete, which made no reeietance but promptly 
fell back; but the Second Corps (Hancock'e) found the enemy 
strongly posted in hie front on the 6011th bank of the Totopotomy 
creek, where it is cl~eeed by tho direct road to Richmond. The 
Confederate force at this point was compoeed of the two corps of 
Early and Hill, with the force under General Breckenridge. The 
Confederate commander had diecovered the withdrawal of the 
Army of the Potomac early on the morning of the 27th, and had 
moved, with great promptness, to again interpose between it and 
Richmond. Having the interior line to march by, the distance 
was not so great ; hence, he was able to anticipate hie adveracqry 
and once more plant h i i e l f  equarely in front to resiet a further 
advance, also time to intrench and get hie batteriee into poeition ; 
in fact, with everything in readineee, so that it became plain that 
another desperate battae would have to be fought at this point, 
with no w a t e r  promiee of eucceee than the previous ones had 
preeented, or the Bank movement oontinued until a more favora- 
ble poeition could be gained. The former alternative was decided 
upon and arrangemente made accordingly. The whole of the 
Second Corpe wae brought into poeition and sharp ekirmishing 
soon followed. The Eighteenth Corps, numbering about t h i n  
thoueand men, under command of Maj.-Gen. W. F. Smith, had 
been ordered from General Butler's command to join the Army of 
the Potomac at Cold Harbor. Thie wae a fine body of men, 
compoeed largely of veteran regiments. The corps came by 
traneporta around by York river and landed at the White Houee 
May Both, from which point it was ordered to march to New Cold 
Harbor, but through eome mistake, the order wae given to maroh 
to New Caetle on the Pamunky. This blunder csueed the 
Eihteenth Corpe to march about fifteen miles out of their way, 
which delayed their al~ival upon the field of action until late 
on the afternoon of June let, later than had been anticipated. 
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Preparations were made and orders ieeued for the movementa 
of the 30th. All the infantry wae directed to move up close to 
the enemy. The Sixth Corps was to move early in the morning 
and form on the right of the Second, the Nin'th Corps to form on 
the left of the Second and the Fifth Corps to move along the 
Shady Grove Church road to the Mechanicsville P i e  in the vicin- 
ity of Betheeda Church. Batteries were placed in poeition in front 
of the Second Corps, the Ninth moved a8 directed and crossed 
the Totoptomy after eome heavy skirmishing, the Fifth moved 
forward but met with considerable opposition. They found the ' 

enemy, Early's corps, strongly intrenched on the Mechanioeville 
Pike three-quarters of a mile south of the Shady Grove Church 
road. One brigade of Crawford's division soon became hotly 
engaged, was charged by Rode's division of Early's corps and 
driven back to the Shady Grove Church road where, by the aid 
of a well posted battery, it held the g m n d  until tbe remainder of 
that division and the Fourth Division of the Fifth Corps could be 
brought up. The enemy made a vigorous attack, but wae repulsed 
with heavy loss. Colonel Willie of the 12th Georgia, who com- 
manded a Confederate brigade, was killed. Also Colonel Jewell, 
13th Virginia, and Lieutenant-Colonel Watkins, 52d Virginia, of 
the Confederate army. 

The Second Corps was ordered to attack that evening to re- 
lieve the pressure upon the Fifth Corps. General B1-ooke's brigade 
of Barlow's division made a splendid charge and carried the ad- 
vanced line of Confederate rifle pita, but General Meade ordered 
the attack to cease at that point. The Confederates were also 
reinforced June 1st by a division from North Carolina and their 
army was strongly posted and intrenched in front of the Chicka- 
hominy river. The key to the situation was Cold Harbor, a plaae 
of no importance, except from the many roads leading from it 
towards Richmond. With this in possession of the Confederates, 
the Army of the Potomac was effectually blocked from a further 
advance. Longstreet's corps covered the crossing of the Chicka- 
hominy from behind Cold Harbor, occupying intrenchments in a 
heavy wood from which he could guard all approaches to it. May 
81st wae spent in maneuvering, placing the different corps in p s i -  
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tion and heavy skirmishing along the whole line. The Confederate 
position was found to be too strong for a direct assault, and as 
the enemy held possession of Cold Harbor with cavdry only, 
under Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, General Sheridan was ordered to 
charge and drive him out, which he accomplished with but little 
108s. An infantry division under command of General Hoke 
came to the support of Fitzhugh Lee. The movements of both 
armies were now directed towards that point, and General Sheri- 
dan was ordered to hold it L 6  at all hazards " until an infantry 

' force could be brought up. This he succeeded in doing. The 
Coufederate lines were also readjusted and Longstreet brought 
around to Early's right in anticipation of a general attack, and to 
checkmate the movement of the Sixth Corps from the Federal 
right towards the left. 

On the morning of June let General Kershaw attacked Sheri- 
dan at Cold Harbor with two brigades of infantry, but was finally 
repulsed. The Sixth Corps soon arrived and rendered the posi- 
tion secure. The Eighteenth.Corps, coming up later in the day, 
was ordered to take position,on the right of the Sixth, to hold the 
road running from Cold Harbor to Bethesda Church and to join 
with the Sixth Corps in making the attack. The enemy was 
strongly intrenched and in large force in a heavy wood, about 
twelve hundred yards distant from the position of the Sixth and 
Eighteenth Corps, the intervening ground was mostly open, and 
in order to reach him, the lines had to move forward across this 
open space, exposed to a destructive fire of musketry and artil- 
lery. The charge was made in splendid order and the first line of 
intrellchments carried, but the second was found too strong for 
assault, hence the two corps remained in the captured works, 
reconstructing them to meet any counter-attack from the enemy. 
The engagement was brief but bloody, the total loss being over 
two thousand killed and wounded, one regiment alone, Second 
Connecticut Artillery, losing 53 killed, 187 wounded and 146 
missing. The enemy also lost heavily, mostly in prisoners. The 
Second Corps had been ordered to take position on the left of the 
Sixth. In order to do so it had to march a considerable distance 
around, over and across a network of roads wholly unknown, 
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running in all directions, through a night of extreme darknese and 
a day of exceesive heat. Much delay and trouble was caused in 
getting the artillery through euch a country ; in consequence, the 
corps did not reach position until early on the morning of the 2d. 
The different corps were not in position to make an attack that 
day, but preparations were made and orders issued for a general 
attack along the whole line at half past four on the morning of 
June 3d. 

In the withdrawal of the Ninth Corps from the trenches to 
the new wi t ion  assigned, the skirinish line was attacked by a 
Confederate division and lost a umber  of prieoners. The same 
division gained the rear of the Fifth Corps skirmish line and 
captured a number of them. 

The final dispoeition, as made for the assault, which was 
ordered for the morning of the Hd, was as follows: The Ninth 
Corps, holding the extreme right, was ti, guard that dank and 
si~pport the Fifth in the attack; following the Ninth from right 
to left the corps were arranged as follows: Fifth, Eighteenth, 
Sixth and Second, while two divisions of cavalry were .to hold the 
lower crossings of the Chickahominy and two divisions to operate 
on the right flank. The line as thus formed was nearly six miles 
in length ; that part held by the Ninth Corps being extended to 
cover so much ground, was hardly more than a heavy skirmish 
line and could scarcely hope for succese in charging over bresee 
works defended by a strong force of infantry and artillery. 

On the morning of the 3d, as the flrst ray of light appeared 
above the eastern horizon, the men were on their feet and lines 

.were being formed for another desperate grapple with the Con- 
federate Army of Northern Virginia. 

The spirit which had heretofore animated our troops did not 
seem as buoyant this morning as usual. The strength of the 
enemy's line had been tested by slight taps along ita whole length 
and not a weak spot had been found. For every thump it had 
received it had given a blow in return. While there wss a loyal 
obedience of orders and an unflinching devotion to duty, yet all 
eeemed to feel that there was desperate work in front of them, 
that the slaughter would be great and the result, a t  best, was 



doubtful. The stubborn facts ae presented held, out no promise 
calculated to raiae their confidence. I t  waa not that the spirit 
of the grand old Army of the Potomoo was broken, but they were 
men of reamn and knew what waa before them. When the ordere 
came to move the line swept forward and struck the Confederate 
intrenchments as an ocean billow lashed by the storm dashes 
against the rocky coaat, only to be broken and rolled back by the 
torrent of shot and shell, grape and canister, that poured full in 
their faces. The action was of short duration. The receding 
line bore no marks of disgrace, but carried back to the pages of 
history a record which will forever stand a monument to American 
valor. The Second Corps upon the left gained considerable 
advantage at first, dislodging the enemy from his position in the 
0rst line of trenchee, capturing several hundred prisoners, one or 
two stands of colors and three guns. The latter were immediately 
turned upon the enemy. This victory was only temporary. The 
second line failed to come up and thh division of the Second 
Corps (Barlow's) was soon dislodged in turn by the enemy who 
quickly made a counter-charge, after having been heavily rein- 
forced. General Gibbon's division of the Second Corps advanced 
at the same time with Barlow's, but encountered an almost im- 
passable swamp in front, which separated them. However, they 
succeeded, after much difficulty and some delay, in floundering 
through and advanced under a temtlc 0re dose to the enemy's 
works, but were unable to hold possession of them. The gallant 
Colonel McMahon even mounted the rebel parapet and planted 
the colors of his regiment upon it, but almost instantly fell, 
mortally wounded. The slaughter at this point was simply 
murderous. 

The Sixth and Eighteenth Corps fared no better and gained 
no more. They did all that brave men could do, more even than 
muld have been reasonably expected under the circumstances. 
They succeeded in holding an advanced position much nearer 
the enemy, which they held and intrenched. 

The Fifth Corps was extended in such a thin line that it was 
entirely hopeless to attempt anything beyond holding ite own 
line intact. 



Two divisione of the Ninth Corpe (Potter's and Wilcox's) 
moved forward on the right and took the ride pita occupied by the 
troops under General Early and establiehed themselves near hie 
main line. The whole corpe was to charge at one o'clock upon 
the main worke. I t  was expected by that time our batteriee 
would be able to silence thoee of the enemy that held a raking, 
enfilading fire upon our linee. I t  was found that our gun8 could 
not be placed in a poeition to do this, hence the order wse 
countermanded juet as the line of skirmishera was moving forward 
to the attack. Soon after t h i  Early made an attack upon the 
Ninth Corpe but wae repulsed. General Burnside, assisted by 
one division of the Fifth Corpe (GrWn's), made an attack upon 
Early and drove him eome dbtanoe beyond the Shady Grove 
Chumh road. The Confederates under General Gordon made 
an attack upon the Fifth Corps but were repulsed. 

The Ninth Corps lost in killed slld wounded about eight 
hundred, while the Fifth lost only about half that number. 

In General Early's report of this affair he is quoted as hav- 
ing said : a There were repeated attacks ou Rode's and Heth'e 
fronta on the third, those on Cook'e brigade of Heth's division 
being especially heavy, but d l  of them were repuleed. . . . . I t  
was neceesary that Heth's division ehoold join its corps on the 
right, as my flank, in this position, was very much expoeed. I 
withdrew at the cloee of the day to the line previously occupied, 
and next morning Heth moved to the right." 

Any further attempt& to assault the Confederate lice would 
have resulted in additional disaster. The loss to the Federal 

b 
army in this engagement amounted to about eight thousand killed 
and wounded, about four-flfthe of which fell upon the Second, 
Sixth and Eighteenth Corpe, the other two, Fifth and Ninth, not 
being so heavily engaged, did not lose eo many. The Confed- 
erate loss was not nearly as great. I t  was estimated at lees than 
one thousand. 

After euch an important engagement one naturally asks after 
the reeult, to know what has been sccompliehed at  euch an im- 
menee coet, and the object of it. The latter question has been 
answered haretofore, viz. : to turn Lee's right 0ank and cut him off 
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from Richmond. This was far from being accomplished, but the 
' Federal army held the position of Cold Harbor, from which it 

could proceed by any of the roads diverging from there, except 
those occupied by General Lee. Those were effectually closed 
against us, unless we trod them as prisoners of war, which we 
were not disposed to do. 

The base of supplies hacl been changed from F'redericks- 
burg, to the White House at the head of navigation on the York 
river. 

A brief description of this battle, with the effect it had upon 
the Confederate army, is given by Gen. Fitzhugh Lee in his 
life of Gen. R. E. Lee. He says: L L  There hae been no instance 
of such destructive firing, attended with such small loss to the 
men who were shooting from etationary lines. . . . . Death and 
destruction Bverywhere enveloped charging columns, and direct 
and cross fires tore them to pieces. . . . . In front of the Con- 
federate defenses the scene was heartrending. The ground was 
strewn with the dead, dying and wounded Federals. . . . . In 
an incredibly 8hoi.t time twelve 'thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-seven of their number had dropped from their ranks. Who 
knew how many would fail to answer roll call after another at- 
tack?" The eame author further states: 's After the battle 
of Cold Harbor, Lee had such confidence in his ability to keep 
Grant from getting closer to Richmond, that he detached Breck- 
enridge to meet Hunter, who having defeated the small Confed- 
erate force in the valley, under W. E. Jones, was advancing via 
Staunton and Lynchburg. On the 18th he sent Early with the 
Second Corps (Ewell's), eight thousand musketa and twenty-four , 
pieces of artillery, to join him." 

It has been stated so often and believed by many, some even 
who presume to write history, that after the defeat and slaughter 
of the early morning of the Sd, General Grant ordered another 
assault along the whole line, that this order was transmitted down 
through the different corps commanders to the rank and file, but 
that the men remained silent and motionless and would not move 
in obedience to this order. This is a slander upon that gallant 
old Army of the Potomac whose record ,was second to none 
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that ever trod the North American continent. For over three 
long bloody years that army had passed through battles and cam- 
paigns under different leaders, had suffered disaster and defeat 
through no fault of ite own. Ita path could be traced by bleach- 
ing bones and nameless graves all the way from the Susquehanna 
to the banks of the James. Standing under the glory of such a 
record, it is not reasonable to euppose that they would tarnish it 
by a refusal to obey ordere, neither is it reasonable to suppose 
that by a concert of understanding, without previoue conference, 
the whole army should act as one man in such an important mat- 
ter. We were in command of a company in the Fimt Brigade, 
First Division of the Ninth Corps, and were present in this en- 
gagement from the beginning to the end, and for days and months 
afterwards, yet we had no knowledge of any such order having 
been issued. Had it been, it would have been obeyed, even if the 
laet man had fallen in ita execution. There is no record to show 
that such an order wse ever issued. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys, 
author of the valuable work entitled L L  The Virginia Campaign of 
1864 and 1865," and to whom I am greatly indebted for mu& 
information and data, makes no mention of such an order. As 
he was Chief of Staff of the Army of the Potomac a t  the time, he 
was certainly in a poeition to know and would, beyond question, 
hare publiehed it, had it been so. There may be some good 
grounds for stating that General Grant seriously contemplated 
issuing such an order, but was 'prevailed upon by his corps com- 
manders, in whom he had implicit confidence, to withhold it. 

In speaking of this affair in hie memoirs, General Grant 
says : 6 '  Hancock gave the opinion that, in his front, the enemy 
was too strong to make any further aesault promise success. 
Wright thought he could obtain the lines of the enemy, but it 
would require the co-operation of Hmcock's and Smith's Corps. 
Smith thollght a lodgment possible, but was not sanguine. 
Burnside thought something could be done in hi front, but War- 
ren differed. I concluded, therefore, to make no more assaultr, 
and a little after twelve, directed, in the following letter, that all 
offensive action should cease : " - 
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COLD HABBOR, June 8, 1864. 
19.80 P.M. 

MAJOR-GENIGR.~ MEADE, 
Commandtng Amy of the Potomac. 

The opinion of corps commanders not being sanguine of success in 
csse an aaseult is ordered, you may direct a enspension of further ad- 
vane at present. Hold our most advanced positions end strengthen 
them. Whilst on the defensive our line may be contracted from the rlght, 
if practicable. Reconnoi~ances should be made in front of every corps 
and advances made to advantageous position8 by regular approaches. 

To aid the expedition of General Hunter it is necessary to detaln dl 
the enemy now wlth Lee until the former gete well on hls way to Lynch- 
burg. To do this efectually it will be better to keep the enemy out of 
the intrenchments of Richmond than to have them go back there. 
Wrlght and Hancock should be ready for assault in case the enemy 
should break through General Smith's lines and all should be ready to 
resist an assault. 

The two lines were crowded cloee together and the Bring con- 
tinuous on both aides. The Federal army was badly bruised and 
bleeding. The men could look acmes at the strong, invulnerable 
lines of Confederate intrenchments. They could see their own 
dead and wounded comrades stretched upon the ground between 
the two opposing lines, exposed to the burning heat of a Southern 
sun, and itemust be said, they felt no disposition to renew the 
charge, where not only reaaon, but bitter experience, told them 
it would only reeult in adding more victims to the ghastly array 
before them ; yet the men began to think more eeriouely and sek the 
question where all this would end. While they were willing to 
take chances, yet the bravest would like to see some in their 
favor. The chances of another charge preseoted none. 

The blue line of the Fifty-Serenth Maesachueetts had been 
growing shorter and shorter. Looking at the tine body of men, 
928, that had marched out of the city of Worcester on that bright 
April day, lees than two months before, and looking at it now 
with barely men enough to make two companies, and companies 
reduced to mere squads, formed pictures that stood in sad con- 
trast. The retrospective could be traced in mournful lines through 
the gloomy Wilderness and over every battlefield down to Cold 
Harbor. Scarcely a day but men had fallen from the ranks under 



the dark shadow of death, to struggle against sicknees and starva- 
tion or to drag mangled forms through the coming days of their 
human existenoe. 

I t  required no imagination to portray all this ; only listen to 
tho sergeant calling the roll and it told the story in language that 
conld not be disputed. What wse in store for us next? When 
would the long desired end come, and what had we gained ? Only 
to the lsst question conld one formulate an answer, and that was 
anything but satisfadory. We had gained no glorioue victory, 
neither had we suffered a disastrous defeat. The situation seemed 
much the same as in the beginning, save that the regiment had 
faded away with greater rapidity than it had been recruited, and 
there, squarely before us, stood the Confederate army of Northern 
Virginia, with ita indomitable leader, Gen. R. E. Lee, still at ita 
head and confronting us se defiantly se on the firet day in the 
Wildernem. 

The night after the battle we were detailed for picket duty 
and had to move out in front of om own works, under such cover 
se could be found, or none at all. Every man who oould sought 
the friendly side of some protecting tree, and from such poeitions 
continued to flre at  the opposing picketa throughout the night. 
There was no cessation, no rest. The picket lines were not more 
than fifty yards apart. A cbange ot position was extremely 
hszardoue. Under euch ciicumtancee it does not take a man 
long to improvise some kind of shelter, even if he has to dig a 
hole in the ground with ilugera that never delved in mother earth 
before. One Confederate posted behind a tree directly in front 
seemed to feel particularly ugly and annoying, and kept busy 
all the time loading and firing from behind it. Finally, as he 
reached around to flre, the crack of a rifle wse beard a few feet 
from our left and he fell to the ground never to rise again. Some 
evidently thonght he was 6 b  playing possum " in order to get a 
better shot at a new victim; hence, he became a target for a 
ecore or more of Federal musketa. When our line advanced the 
next morning he was found riddled with more than a hundred 
bullets. After the first shot it little recked to him, poor fellow, 
whether it were a hundred or a million. He bad paseed beyond 



being an enemy, and one could not help thinking that he, too, had 
loved ones in some Southern home, who were anxiously hoping 
and praying for his safe return, -perhaps little ones saying God 
bless papa" in their evening prayers. Oh ! cruel, relentless war, 
that transforms men made after the image of a merciful God into 
flends incarnate, revelling in the gory dance of death. Both 
sides claimed to be engaged in a righteous cause. and fervently 
prayed for aid and protection from Him who pronounced " Peace 
on earth, good will toward men." Could one straggling ray of 
Christian light have penetrated the darkness of this diabolical 
scene, it would seem that the stormy cloud of war would have 
been lifted. But if all the prayers had been answered, the condi- 
tion of affairs would have become still more complicated. More 
unreasonable they seemed than those offered by the Greeks and 
Trojans at the siege of Troy, for those poesessed the consistency 
of petitioning different gods, who were more or less interested on 
one side or the other, or whose special care it waa to keep vigil 
over some favored one. I t  was fully demonstrated here that 
c r  Man's inhumanity to man makes countless millions mourn." 

During the night, under cover of darkness, men stealthily 
crawled over the breastworks, out among the dead and dying, to 
bring in some wounded comrade to o place of safety. In  this way 
most of the wounded were brought in, but many fell themselves 
in the perilous undertaking. 

On the morning of the Sd, the Fifty-Seventh supported a 
battery (Wright's 14th Massachusetts Light, we think), which 
wse posted in a commanding position, and rendered effective 
service in repelling a charge of the enemy. 

One reckless young fellow of the Fifty-Seventh was curious 
to watch the artillery 5re which was going on between thie battery 
and one of the enemy's, which wee posted in the woods about 
half a mile distant. For the purpose of better observation he 
seated himself upon a rotten stump and waa evidently greatly 
interested in the artillery duel. He was several times cautioned 
that he was in a dangerous place and advised not to expose him- 
self needlessly, but to lie down with the others. He boastingly 
remarked that the shot had not been made that could hit hi. 
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Just that instant a solid shot struck the stump, smaahing it in 
pieces and letting the fellow to the ground so suddenly that for 
some seconds he believed he had actually been hit. 

While lying behind the works in front of the enemy, an inci- ' 

dent occurred characteristic of the brave Captain Doherty. A 
man of his company had been slightly wounded and started to 
the rear, another man started out to assist him. Calling the 
latter back, Captain Doherty took him over in front df the line of 
breastworks, where both were exposed to the fire of the enemy, 
and gave him a little drill in the manna1 of arms, then facing 
him about, he marched him back again; the Captain in the 
meantime having received two or three bullet holes through his 
clothing. 

The casualties in the Fifty-Seventh were not as great in this 
engagement as in the previous ones, for the reason that the 
regiment did not have as many men to lose and was not so 
heavily engaged. 

The following is a list of caeualties: one oflilcer, Lieut. 
George S. Greene, and six enlisted men wounded and two missing, 
viz. : - 

WOUNDED. 

Patrick Flynn, Pvt. Co. A Benjamin F. Williams, Corp. Co. D 
Martin Maher, L I  Peter J. Mambert, Pvt. 
A. J. Trussell, I I " Willlam Shaftoe, 1st Sergt. Co. K 

YIBBINO. 

Charles 8. Morse, Pvt. Co. K (Died of wounds Nov. SO, 1864.) 
Vernon Smith, Pvt. Co. K (Dled March 9, 1865, at Andersonvtlle.) 

The casualties in the Confederate army during this engage- 
ment are not given, but are reported very small. According to 
the tabular statement of the lcMedical and Surgical History of 
the War," for a period covering from the le t  to the 12th of June, 
during which time the only important engagement was Cold 
Harbor, the killed and wounded were fifteen hundred, missing, 
0re hundred. General Grant's opinion of this battle can well be 
expressed by a remark that he is reported to have made after the 
close of the war, that it was the only battle he had ever fought 
that he would not have fought again under the circumstances. The 



fact was, that General Lee held a etronger defensive position than 
in any of the other battlee. The swampe, woods, rivers, hille and 
creeks all worked to hi advantage ; or it might be said that he 
possessed the military ability of knowing how to take advantage 
of them all. The farther he was fomed back the stronger he 
became by ieeeon of being nearer hie base of euppliee, with 
shorter lines of communication and fewer outposts to guard. As 
all these outlying detachments were drawn in, they joined the 
main army. In the one month's campaign the Army of the 
Potomso had suffered a loes of nearly (if not quite) forty 
thousand men. Whether the results obtained had been sutl3cient 
to juetify such a sacrifice is a matter which military critics will 
never agree upon. I t  is easier to criticiee a movement after it hse 
been made and the reeults known, than before. However critioe 
may criticise, one thing is evident, that there would be fewer of 
them if they had been in the front line of the Army of the 
Potomac from the Rapidan to the James. 

The next day (June 4th) active operatione were not resumed 
beyond an incessant ekirmieh firing along the whole line, in which 
every human figure that appeared in eight of the enemy became a 
target for a hundred muskets. On the 6th the enemy made one 
or two feeble assaults for the purpose of aecertaining the strength 
and position of the Federal army, but with no eerioue purpoee of 
an attack. About midnight of the 6th a heavy charge was made 
upon the poeition of the Ninth Corpe, which wee repulsed, and 
thue the two armies remained in nearly the same relative position6 
until the 12th. The scene between the two linee was perfectly 
sickening, even to men accustomed to the horrors of the battle- 
field. The dead remained unburied and were scattered thickly 
over the ground, while moet o'i those who had been wounded, and 
not removecl by their comrades at the great risk of their own 
lives, had been wantonly killed by Confederate eharpehootem or 
had died from exposure and lack of care and comfort of any 
kind. Their bodies had turned black and putrid and were 
swollen beyond recognition. Added to thie the carcasses of dead 
horses and mules were scattered through the woods and ewamps. 
The weather wee extremely warm; the malaria arising from the 



swamps and the odor from the faat decomposing bodies were 
almost unendarable, and were already causing considerable sick- 
new. I t  eoon became evident that the army could not remain 
long in ita present position, the line between the living and the 
dead was narrowing day by day. On the evening of the 5th 
General Grant propoeed a cessation of hostilities for the purpose 
of burying the dead, but the proposition was not agreed to until 
the afternoon of the 7th, when a truce from six to eight in the 
evening waa agreed upon, and the dead were buried where they 
fell. Very few of the wounded were found living. The truce 
waa not wholly reepected on the right of the line opposite the 
Ninth Corps where intermittent, desultory firing continued to such 
an extent as to render it unsafe to risk exposure. Fitzhugh Lee 
admit0 that their men were hungry and mad." The latter may 

. be a g d  qualiflostion to possess in actual battle, but hardly 
commendable at such a time. 

Badeau says a correspondence was carried on between 
General Grant and General Lee for a suspension of hostilities for 
the purpose of burying the dead and removing the wounded, 
which lasted forty-eight houre, General Grant appealing in the 
name of humanity for the relief of the suffering wounded of both 
sides, but that General Lee was slow in accepting any such 
proposition. 

Uadeau further says : " The Ninth Corps had really made 
more progress than any other portion of the army, and Burnside's 
dispositions for a further advance were all arranged. He had 
suggested to Wilson on his right to move from the opposite side 
of the Totopotom7 and attack the enemy in rear, and his own 
ordere to advance were already given, when the command to 
suspend further operations arrived. Wilson, however, had turned 
the enemy's left and taken a number of prisoners before he 
became aware of the change of orders. Early in the afternoon 
the rebels opened a furious fusilade on the right of Burnside, 
under cover'of which they attempted to haul off their batteries by 
means of prolonges, but were prevented by Potter's fire. During 
the night they withdrew from Burnside's front, leaving their dead 
unburied and some of their wounded on the field." 
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Both the Federals and Confederates continued to strengthen 
their defenses, the latter keeping close vigil upon the movements 
of the former, anticipating just what' actually did take place, 
another move by the left flank, a t  the inception of which Lee 
hoped to be able to strike a heavy blow upon the Army of the 
Potomac, taking it at a disadvantage, ae it moved out of the 
trenches. General Grant, in the meantime, seemed to have a 
better understanding of his adversary, and while making all 
arrangements for the anticipated flank movement, did not conceive 
that it could be done without his (Lee's) knowledge, but had 
made every disposition not to be surprised himself and to guard 
against all such attacks as Lee might contemplate. To more an 
army of this size by the flank, through such a ditlcult country, in 
face of an enemy flushed with what he conceived to be a great 
victory, was a task requiriog the highest military talent, but 
General Grant possessed it to an admirable degree, and accom- 
plished it successfully, as the following pages will show. 

On the 1 l th  of June, General Meade issued the following 
order, which is copied verbatim in order that the reader may be 
able to arrive at a better understanding of the events that 
followed. 

HEADQUABTIERS, ARMY OF TEE POTOYAO, 
June 11, 1864. 

ORDERS. 
The followlng movements are ordered : - 

1. At dark on the evening of the 12th Instant, Brigadier-General 
Wilson wlll move the brigade of cavalry, picketing the Chlckahomlny 
across the swamp a t  Long Brldge, or that vlclnlty, and out on the Long 
Bridge road towards the crosslng of Whlte Oak Swamp and toward the 
Charles City Central and Newmarket roads. The brigade wlll move 
promptly and clear the road for  the Flfth Corps. 

The plckets a t  the crossings of the Chlckahomlny wlll remaln nntll 
relleved by lnfantry plckets. 

2. llurlng Saturday, the 11th lnetant, Major-General Warren wlll 
move the two dlvlslons of hls corps, now held In reserve, to Moody's, by 
way of Parsley's mill and Prospect Church, etc.. so as  to avold the obser- 
vation of the enemy. At dark on the evetllng of the 12th instant he will 
move hls whole corps to Long Bridge by the shortest route across the 
Chlckahomlny, and move on the road to White Oak Swamp Bridge (called 
Long Bridge road) and hold that road, looklng towards the crosslng of 
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White Oak Swamp m d  Charles City Central and Newmarket roads, 
during the passage of the army towards the James river. He will follow 
the Sewnd Corps towards Charlea City Court House. General Warren 
wlll plcket the crossing8 of the Chbkahominy on his flank while movlng 
to Long Brldge, relieving the cavalry pickets. 

8. Major-Oeneral W. F. Smith, Eighteenth Corps, will withdraw 
aa soon after dark as practicable, on the evening of the lath instant and 
move by way of Parsley's mill, Prospect Chnmh, Hopevllle Church, 
Tonstall's Statlon to  White House, where he will embark and proceed to 
Bermuda Htmdred. Upon reaching Tonstall's Station hls artillery and 
tnbs will joln the main trains of the army. 

4. Major-General Burnside, Ninth Corp~ ,  will withdraw aa soon 
after dark aa prsctlcable on the evening of the 12th instant, aod move by 
way of Allen's mlll (or by roads avoiding Smith's ronte), then north of 
the south fork of the Matadeqnin to  Bnrtin's, then paat Hughes', Watt's, 
Clapton's, Turner's Store, etc., to  Tonstall's Station. o r  by any adjoining 
ronte, avoiding Smlth's, that may be found at  Tonstall's Station. 

At Tunetall's Station the corps of General Smlth has precedence. 
When i t  hse cleared the way, Oeneral Burnslde will move to Jones' 
Bridge, taking care not to interfere with routes of other. corps, past 
Baltimore crossroads and Emman's Church. Where bhe routes of the 
Sixth and Ninth C o r p ~  nnlte, about three milee from Jones' Brldge, the 
corps that reaches the polnt flret wlll have precedence. 

After crossing at  Jones' Brldge, Major-General Burneide will take 
the route paasing eaat of Charles Clty Court House by Vandorn'e, Clapton's 
and Tyler's mlll. 

6. Major-General Wrlght, Sixth Corps, will wlthdraw as soon 
after dark M practicable on the evening of the 19th instant, to the ln- 
trenched line In his rear, iron] Allen's Pond to Elder's Swamp, and In 
conjunctlon with the Second Corps hold that line until the roads for the 
Second and Slxth Corpa are well cleared by the Flfth Corps, when the 
two corps wlll withdraw. 

General Wright will move by way of Cool Arbor, Taylor's, J. P. 
Parsley'e. Widow Vise', Good's and Hopkins' mill to  Moody's, and thence 
by.wey of Emman's Church to Jones' Bridge, precedlng or following the 
Nlnth Corps, as already indicated, when the route8 nnlte. 

After crossing the Chickahomlny, General Wright wlll take the 
route to  Charles City Court House by Vandorn's. 

6. Major-General Hancock, Second Corps, will wlthdraw M soon 
after dark M prsctlcable, on the evening of the 12th instant, to  the in- 
trenched line in his rear from Allen'e Pond to Elder's Swamp, and hold 
that line io conjunction with the Sixth Corps until the roads for the 
Second and Sixth Corps are well cleared, when he will move by routes in 
his rear to  the Despatch Station road, avoiding the roads of the Sixth 
Corps, and by Despatch Station, and the shortest route to  Long Bridge. 



He will look out for the crossings of the Chickahominy on hla flanks 
whlle peering. 

After croeslng the Chlckahomlny, General Hancock wlll move 
towards Charlea City Court House by way of Salnt Mary's church, 
Walker's, etc. 

7. Brigadier-Qenersl Ferrero wlll move his diviRlou a t  dark on the 
evening of the 12th instant, to the trains of the army nesr White House 
or  Cumberland, and cover them during the movement. 

8. The trains will move to the Wlndow Shadea and cross the 
Chickahominy in that vblnity. 

They will take such route8 ee wIll not lnterfere with the movement8 
of the troops. 

9. The brlgade of csvalry on the rlght wlll wtthdrsw s t  the mme 
time a s  the Slxth and Second Corps and close ln on the rear of the army 
and cover It and the trains during the movement. 

10. Corps commanders wlll see that every precautton 1s taken to 
insure the mpld erecutlon of this movement, and that troops movo 
promptly and quickly on the march. 

11. Headquarters during the movement will be a t  Pollard's or 
Cedar Grove, near Long Bridge, and until established there, will he on 
the route of the Slxth Corps as far  as  Emman'a Church. 

12. Eight canvas and elght wooden pontons wlll accompany the 
Fifth Corps to Long Bridge. 

The engineers will establieh bridges a t  Jones' brldge wlth the re- 
mainlng elght canvas pontons and the wooden pontons of the Girth 
Corps. The wooden pontons of the Second Corps will accompany the 
maln traln of the army. 

18. The plcket8 of the several corps wlll be withdrawn a t  the 
same hour from the llne of intrenchments before daylight of the 18th 
instant, and wlll follow the routes of thelr respective corps. 

14. The corps wlll take wlth them on the march merely those llght 
headquarters wagons, ammunitlon wagons, ambulances, etc., specitled for 
the march across the Rspidan. All others will be sent at once to  the maln 
traln of the army. 

15. The depot at  Whlte House will be contlnuecl for  the predent 
with its permanent garrlson, but all eupplles, etc., for thta m y  will be 
moved to the James rlver, leaving 60,000 rations subelstence and 30,000 
ratlons of forage in addition to  the supplies for the gsrrlson. On the 
arrlval of Major-General Sherldan and Hunter, the post a t  White House 
will be broken up and transferred to Yorktown, from whlch place the 
commanding omcer wlll report his arrlval to  these headquarters. 

By command of 
MAJOR-GENERAL MEADE. 

8. WILLIAU~, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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I t  will be seen by this order that if General Lee felt strbng 
enough to cope with General Grant, after sparing over eight thousand 
musketa and twenty-four pieces of artillery, the latter felt strong 
enough not only to cope with him, after sending the Eighteenth 
Corps, over ten thousand men, away from the army by transport 
m u n d  to Bermuda Hundred, but to resume the flank movement 
through the swamps of the Chickahominy, and to cross rivers in 
the very teetb of the Confederate army that was inspired with so 
much confidence, and to accomplish it successfully. The move- 
menta, aa directed, would seem somewhat complicated with such a 
large army, with ite immense wagon trains and all the belongings 
necessary for a well-equipped army marching through the enemy's 
country. Everything haa to move in regular order and with 
exactness, or friction will arise which will not only retard the 
movement but oftentimes endanger the safety of the whole army. 
This waa a m e  where no friction arose and the order was exe- 
outed with the precision of clockwork. 

Before leaving Cold Harbor General Crittenden, who com- 
manded the division to which the Fifty-Seventh belonged, wae re- 
lieved, at his own request, and the command fell upon Brig.- 
Gen. James H. Ledlie,' who had previously commanded the 
First Brigade of the division. Subsequent eventa proved that 
this assignment was an unfortunate one, not only for the divi- 
rion, but the regiment. 

The army commenced to move after dark of the 12th. The 
picketa of the several corps were kept out until daylight the next 
morning, in order to conceal the movement as much aa possible 
from the enemy, but he discovered it early on the morning of the 
18th and immediately took measures to .meet it. 

The Fifth Corps, after having been withdrawn from ita posi- 
tion in line, waa thrown about a mile in advance towards what 
wae known aa Riddell's Shop, from whence three roads led to Rich- 
mond. The object of this waa to deceive General Lee by giving 
him the impremion that an attack waa to be made from that point. 
I t  had the desired effect, and while he was making preparations 
to meet it, the rest of the army waa on the march towards James 
river. General Warren held this position covering the m s i n g s  

9 
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of the Chickahominy and the bridge over White Oak Swamp and 
occupying the attention of the Confederates until the army waa 
well under way toward the designated point, when he withdrew 
and followed in rear of the Second Corps, leaving Lee in doubt 
as to where the next blow would be struck, but knowing that 
Richmond was the ultimate object, and having the arc of a smaller 
circle to march over, he was able to anticipate it from any point. 

The Fifty-Seventh Massachusette marched with .the Ninth 
Corps by way of Tunstall's Station, Baltimore Cross Roads and 
Olive Church, encamping for the night near the crossing of the 
Chickahominy. The regiment croseed the river on ponton 
bridges early on the morning of the 14th, and after a most 
fatiguing march, through an extremely hot day, reached Charlee 
City Court House just above Wilcox's Landing on the Jamee 
river, and immediately threw up works to defend the crossing at 
that place. As these movements were required to be made in 
great haste, the marches were necessarily long and exhaustive, 
being from twenty-five to thirty-five miles. For the previous six 
weeks it had been literally fighting by day and marching by night, 
with very little time for sleep or refreshment. Otllcers had not 
been able to obtain a change of clothing, as there could be no 
delay for the regimental wagons to come up. They were so 
covered and begrimed with duet and dirt that they would have 
been disgusted and aehamed of themselves in any other place or 
position, yet they wore this evidence of hard service, as a dis- 
tinctive mark of honor earned in the field in defense of their 
country. Going to war possesses a romantic charm before 
experience hw been gained, but when it comes to hard marching 
and fighting, with only the coarsest food to eat, and standing 
guard all night, perhaps through a drenching rain, with blistered 
feet, tired limbs and aching bones, where it is a crime, punishable 
with death, to fall asleep ; then to fight or march all the next day, 
rather tarniehes the glamour of war and makes it more realistic ; 
but this is what these mep did day after day. A night of unin- 
terrupted rest, with the ground for a bed, was considered a 
luxury. If the ground were wet and muddy, two horizontal rails 
to lie upon made the poseessor of them feel wealthy. The James 
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rirer a t  the point of orossing was seven hundred yards in width. 
The ponton bridge was commenced under the charge of Major 
Duane, of the Engineer Corps, the afternoon of the 14th and 
finished about midnight of the same day. The current was strong 
with the ebb tide, which had a rise and fall of about four feet. 
In  mid-river the bridge had to be stayed by anchoring to vessels 
above and below. The army began to cross a t  once, the Ninth 
Corps in advance, preceded by the artillery and wagon trains, 
followed by the Fifth and Sixth Corps. All that night the dark 
moving line could be seen stretching across the river. Lighte 
were displayed at intervals to facilitate the movement. The 
pontons made of canvas were very unsteady under the pressure 
of such a moving weight, and would tip and sway as the weight 
became lighter or heavier at certain points, so that it wae'ditlicult 
to march without staggering. The resounding tramp of marching 
men and the rumble of heavy wheels continued until about mid- 
night of the 16th, when the whole army was safely across to the 
south bank of the river at Fort Powhattan. The Fifty-Seventh 
immediately took up the march for Petersburg, marching to the 
distant sound of artillery, that grew louder and more distinct sa 
mile after mile was left behind, and keeping step to the familiar 
tune, We'll hang Jeff Davis to a sour-apple tree," which was 
sung both in the spirit and letter. Everyone knew that more 
hard work was ahead, but none imagined that it was to be one 
long strain of ten tedious months. To tell the oftrepeated story 
of those months of battle and siege, in which the Fifty-Seventh 
gallantly sustained the reputation it had so dearly won, bore . 
ita share of wounds and death, and finally contributed its share 
towards winning the laurels of victory, will form the subject of 
future chapters. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

PETERSBUBO. 

will be remembered that in transferring the Army of 
the Potomac from the vicinity of Cold Harbor to the 
south bank of the James river, the Eighteenth Corps 
was sent by transports down the York river around 
by Fortress Monroe and up the James. This corps 

began to amve at Bermuda Hundred the evening of 
June 14th, and by the morning of the 15th was ready to 

commence operations upon the defenses of Petereburg. A division 
of cavalry under General Kautz, and General Hincks' division of 
colored troops, were assigned to General Smith's command. 

The cavalry and colored division were the flmt to arrive in 
front of the Confederate works. General Hincks' division 
(colored) attacked the enemg's outpost at Bailey'e farm, making 
a most gallant charge, capturing a number of prisoners and one 
piece of artillery. Most of this day was spent in reconnoitering 
the enemy's position. About sundown General Smith made a 
spirited attack upon the enemg's intrenchments, northeast of 
Petersbnrg, and carried the line for about two and a half miles, 
capturing several hundred prisoners and flfteen pieces of artillery. 
He considered the enemy too strong in his front for another 
attack, and preferred to retain possession of what he had already 
won rather than to risk losing it by another attack. General 
Hancock came up with the Second Corps soon after dark, and re- 
liered the men of the Eighteenth Corps. I t  was believed then by 
General Smith that the whole of Lee's army waa in front of him, 
or within striking distance. The facts, as revealed later, show 
that he had only one brigade, commanded by General Wise, with 
some dismounted cavalry and artillery, opposed to him ; in all, less 
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than four thousand men. If he had assaulted them, with his 
whole force, Petersburg must have fallen; and instead of the 
long siege, our guns would soon have been thundering before the 
gates of Richmond. Fitzhugh Lee says that General Lee was slow 
to believe that Petemburg was seriously threatened, believing all 
the time that the attempted approach to Richmond would be made 
from the north bank of the James. He had discovered the with- 
drawal of the Army of the Potomac from Cold Harbor on the 
morning of the 13th. For the first time during the campaign he 
was in doubt, but upon the earnest appeal of General Beauregard, 
he commenced to transfer his army to the south bank of the 
Janies at Drury's Bluff, and by the evening of the 15th the Con- 
federate Army of Northern Virginia commenced to arrive and 
take position within the intrenchments that encircled Petemburg 
on the north and east. These works had beeh constructed under 
the direction of General Beauregard several months before, and 
were built with the superior engineering skill for which that omcer 
was noted. They had strong batteries connected with infantry 
intrenchments, the approaches to which were protected by 
ditches, abatis and chevauz de frise. To those not familiar with 
the two last mentioned, we may be indulged in a brief digression to 
explain them and their uses. Abatis is a defense made of felled 
trees laid parallel, with the tops pointing outward, the leaves 
stripped, branches trimmed and pointed in the direotion from 
which approach is to be resisted. Often large branches are cut 
and pointed and then set in the ground so thickly that a man 
could not pass between without one or more being removed. In 
a heavily wooded country, as most of Virginia was at that time, 
convenient trees were usually found in abundance. Chevaux de 
frise are constructed of a beam of wood through which rows of 
pointed rods about six feet in length are driven, the rods being 
about four or five inches apart. There are four rows of these 
rods passing through opposite faces of this beam in directions 
alternately at right angles to each other, the beams being about 
ten feet in length and secured so as not to be easily removed. 
Often both the abatis and chevauz de frise would be used in 
front of a deep, wide moat or ditch, behind which would be bns- 



tioned earthworks and ri5e pita, constructed in such a manner 
that any approach by a hostile force could be met with a raking 
front and dank fire of musketry and artillery. In  case an assail- 
ing force could live to reach these obstructions, it required time 
to remove them for the passage of troops, who then had to cross . 
the ditch and climb the face of the parapets before the enemy 
could be reached; all this time the latter would be pouring a 
deadly flre upon the assailants at a distance of only a few yards. 
This is what it meant to charge the enemy in position. This 
was what the Army of the Potomac was doing all the way down 
from the Wilderness, and this was what had to be done in front of 
the trenches around Petersburg, while the enemy remained behind 
them. From this brief description it does not seem dimcult for 
one, wholly unacquainted with the science of war, to understand 
the great advantage possessed by the army which always stood 
on the defensive, over the assailant. This should satisfactorily 
explain why a greater force was needed to make an attack than 
to reeist one, and why the Federal loss was always so much 
hearier than the Confederate. The latter could lose only a small 
proportion while the attack waa being made, which if successful 
reeulted in a capture of prisoners and terminated all wounding or 
killing, or if not a surrender, then a hasty retreat within some 
other comparative place of security to continue the resistance. 

Let the peacefully disposed reader, sitting by his fireside, 
imagine himself obliged to advance throi~gh and over such ob- 
stacles in fwa of a gallant enemy, with loaded mueketa and 
cannon pointed upon him; yet, dear reader, that was what was 
required of the soldiers of the Union during four yeare of bloody 
war. That is what made ten thousand times ten thousand graves 
and thousands upon thousands maimed and diaabled veterans, 
who think it no dishonor that their names help to ewe11 the penuion 
roll. Had the eituation been reversed, the Confederate army, 
with all ita boasted valor, could not have accomplished more. 
We mean no reflection upon their valor, that is conceded, but we 
do claim that it required some, on the part of the Federal soldier, 
to make such attacks as we have described, even if our numbers 
were greater. 



Returning again to the Ninth Corps and the Fifty-Seventh 
Maseachueetb which we left on the 15th, commencing the march 
from where it crossed the James river to Petereburg. The Third 
Division (Wilcos) moved in advance, followed by the First and 
Second. Wilcos's division arrived in front of the euemy's worke 
a little before noon of the 16th and took position for assaulting, 
with the First Division in support. As we marched forward we 
passed the colored troops of General Hincke' division near the 
scene of the previous day's encounter. They were singing and 
having a regular jubilee over the guns they had captured. About 
the middle of the afternoon the entire corps was up and in posi- 
tion on the left of the Second Corps, awaiting orders for the 
attack. The Fifth Corps, under General Warren, crossed the 
river, following the Ninth, and on the 16th, was ordered to puhh 
forward by division towards Petewburg. I t  arrived early on the 
17th. At the same time that the Federal troops were arriving 
and taking position, the Confederates were doing the same. The 
Confederate intrenchments ran from the Appomattox river east 
for a mile to the City Point Railroad, thence out three miles to 
the Norfolk Railroad, then west four miles to a point a mile west 
of the Weldon Railroad, then again north two miles to the 
Appomattox river (Humphreys' '*Virginia Campaign of 1864 
and 1865 ") , making ten miles of intrenchments. 

On the morning of the 16th General Hancock wae placed in 
command of all the Federal troops that had come ~ p ,  and com- 
menced reconnoitering in hie front. One brigade made a spirited 
attack upon an ieolated redoubt and carried it. During the day 
General Meade arrived and ordered General Hancock to attack at 
six o'clock in the evening with the Second Corps, supported by 
two brigades of the Eighteenth on the right and two of the Ninth 
on the left. This proved a success and the enemy was driven 
back along the whole line. The two brigades on the left (Ninth 
Corps brigades) captured two redans with several pieces of 
artillery and a number of prisoners. During the night of the 
16th orders were issued for an attack upon the enemy's intrench- 
men& early the nest morning. The Second Division of the 
Ninth Corps was selected to mdke the asear~lt and was supported 



by the Firet Division (Ledlie). General Potter, Sewnd Division, 
was ordered to move forward without firing a shot and to carry 
the works at the point of the bayonet. This was done in the 
most splendid manner. The troops swept forward and over the 
enemy's parapeta, finding them asleep with their arms in their 
hands. Four guns, five colors, six hundred prisonera and fifteen 
hundred stands of small arms were captured, besides a line of 
works on a commanding ridge. The division pushed forward 
until encountering a new intrenched position stronger than the 
Aret from which the enemy could not be dislodged. The First 
Division did not get up to partioipate in this encounter, on account 
of being delayed in getting through a deep ravine which was filled 
with slaehed timber. In the wume of the day the Third Division 
made an attack upon this line, but was repulsed. During all these 
operations the Fifty-Seventh had not been actively engaged, 
the brigade to which it belonged having been employed in support 
of the troops of the Second Division; but its turn was soon to 
come when it was to have its full share of work. 

The Fifty- seven^ now occupied a d,eep ravine about three 
hundred yards in front of the enemy's works. The First Division, 
with Colonel Christ's brigade of the T h i  Division, received 
ordera to charge from this ravine upon the works where the Third 
Division had been repulsed earlier in the day. The men crept up 
to the edge of the ravine facing the Confederate intrenchmenb 
and laid prone upon the ground awaiting the order to charge, 
remaining in this position about an hour. The intervening space 
was open, with a field of growing corn about ten inches high. 
Looking across the field of green the enemy's works could be 
seen. He was evidently anticipating an attack and kept playing 
upon our line with artillery, ricochet firing with solid shot. Rico- 
chet is where the artillery is fired with a emall charge at a small 
angle of elevation. The projectile soon strikes the ground and con- 
tinues in a straight line, rebounding every few yards until its force 
is spent. I t  is very destructive as it passes, with each rebound. 
rising but little above the level of the ground. I t  cannot be used 
to advantage except in au open wuntry where there are no objects 
to cause a deflection. In this cwe it was across a level cornfield. 
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After the second rebound the direction of the projectile can be 
obtained, which gives one an opportunity of dodging them, if he 
is quick enough. We were kept dodging most of the time. While 
lying in this position a mail was brought up and paesed around. 
The men who had received letters took the risk of reading them, 
while those who received none kept watch for the ricochet shots. 
Presently one was seen coming, under full headway, directly 
towards us. As we rolled over we called "Look out" to 
Lieutenant Barton who was but a few feet from us. He had 
barely time to turn over when the shot struck near his feet, 
smashing a musket belonging to Sergeant McFarland, and then 
taking another rebound, passed on. I t  came so close to Lieutenant 
Barton as to take a w y  one of the sleeves of his coat and to cause 
a slight contusion of the arm, sufilcient, however, if he had been 
so disposed, to give him an excuse for leaving the field; but 
Lieutenant Barton was made of better metal and remained at his 
post in command of his company. The division commander wse 
safe from all such projectiles unless they hnd dropped vertically 
from the skies. Presently the order came to charge. Every 
officer stepped to the front and led the men forward. I t  was a 
gallant charge. The line swept impetubuely forward across the 
open space, in the face of a murderous fire of musketry and 
artillery, never hesitating, but leaping the Confederate parapeta, 
took them at the point of the bayonet. We were soon in pos- 
session of that part of their works, but they formed in an angle 
at the left where there was a redoubt with a battery, from which 
point they maintained a spirited fight until charged by the Fifty- 
Seventh, when part escaped and others surrendered. Over a 
hundred prisoners, a stand of colors and several pieces of artillery 
were captured. The enemy fell back to another line in cloee 
proximity, from which he kept up a continuous fire of musketry 
and artillery, subsequently bringing their guns into position, from 
where they had a severe enfilading fire upon our line. As a 
protection against this, transverse earthworks had to be thrown 
up under a moet destructive fire. Maj. J. M. Tucker, who had 
just been promoted from captain, and was in command of the 
Fifty-Seventh Regiment, was j u t  in the act of giving us instruc- 



tions about there works, when he waa struck in the face by a 
musket ball and fell at our feet, the shot passing entirely through. 
As he waa lying upon the ground unconscious, we supposed he 
was either killed or mortally wounded. He was sent out. The 
enemy's fire rapidly increased, while that of our own decreased, 
as the ammunition was giving out. Cartridge boxes were cut 
from the dead who were lying upon the field and their ammunition 
used until that, too, was expended. As our flre slackened, the 
enemy charged back upon us, and being out of ammunition, we 
were obliged to fall back to the ravine from whence the charge 
was made. 

The Bghting of the 17th of June was mody  done by the 
Ninth Corps, and most of the advantage gained in front of Peters- 
burg was by this corps, whose lines were pushed closer to the 
enemy than any of the others. 

In  this engagement the First Division was supported on the 
left by one division of the Fifth Corps, as well es the brigade of 
Colonel Christ. The charge was made about nine o'clock P.x., 

June 17th. There was nearly a full moon and the sky was cloud- 
less, so that it was nearly as light as day. Our division (First 
Division of the Ninth Army Corps) was commanded by the gallant 
Col. J. P. Gould of the 59th Maseachueet&. No braver omcer 
ever drew sword ; one who never said to his command go " but 
66 come," and he always led in person, finally sealing his devotion 
to his country with his life, as later, Aug. 22d, 1864, he died 
from the effects of wounds received in battle. No feeble words 
of ours can pay a su~cient ly high tribute to his memory. He 
died in defense of hie country and left a name honored and be- 
loved by friends and comrades. This encomium, truthfully and 
simply expressed, contains as much of eloquence as might be 
conveyed by flowery rhetoric. 

To command a division was unusual for a colonel. Such 
commands were exercised by a brigadier or major-general. It 
would eeem more strange in this case where a brigadier-general 
waa present who had commanded the division for nearly three 
weeks and was still on duty with it, but the fact wsa that 
the regular division commander was in no condition to exercise 



command of anything at that time. The supply of artificial cour- ' 

age which he had taken carried him beyond the proper counter- 
poise and rendered him hore-&-comb&, in which condition he 
remained in the ravine, from where hi division had charged under 
command of Colonel Gould. Judging from the noise he made, 
one might think he was locked in a deadly struggle with the whole 
Confederate army. The lesson he learned at the battle of North 
Anna river taught him not to risk himself in another engagement 
trusting to Dutch courage." 

The language employed in describing this ottlcer may appear 
severe, but the facte in the w e ,  as known to others who saw him, 
fully justify it and more too. I t  is not written with any feeling 
of malice, for we have no personal grievance. We only feel that 
in writing a history it is our duty to write the truth, and such has 
been our steady purpose. The truth in this matter has been told 
with all the charity it can bear. An ottlcer of high rtanding, and 
one of strict integrity, who was serving upon his staff at the time 
of which we are writing, speaks of him as follows : 6 '  He was a 
good soul, but a very weak man, and no more fit to command a 
division than half the privates under him. The day we charged 
the lines of Confederate works in front of Petemburg (June l'ith, 
1864), he laid in the little ravine behind the line all during the 
charge, too much under the influence of liquor to know what was 
going on. He staid in a bomb-proof in the Union lines during 
the operations attending the crater disaater." Such was the 
omcer under whom the Fifty-Seventh had to serve for eome.time, 
to be pushed, not led, into battle. 

Resuming the narrative. Late on the night of the 17th General 
Meade ordered an assault upon the enemy's works at four o'clock 
A.M. of the lath, by the Second, Fifth and Ninth Corps. The 
troops moved forward promptly at the designated hour, a large 
proportion of the fighting again falling upon the Ninth. As the 
advance was made the enemy hastily abandoned the intrenchments 
that had been captured, the previous night, by the First Division of 
the Ninth Corps, leaving their dead and many of their wounded 
to fall into our hands. At the angle where the battery was 
located, of which previous mention has been made, the trenches 



were found filled with Confederate dead, while the surrounding 
ground was thickly covered with them. Looking back at the 
cornfield over which the charges had been made the previous day, 
it waa found thickly strewn with the Federal dead, while the field 
of corn, which so recently had ehown a peaceful husbandry, was 
now trampled into the bloody ground. Everything showed how 
desperate the engagement had been. Many dead Confederates 
were lying acmes each other in the same position in which they 
had fallen. The enemy had fallen back to a new position near 
the Norfolk and Petemburg Rsilroad. I t  now became our ob- 
ject to dielodge them from this. Their intrenchments were eo 
constmcted that when driven from one positit-2 they had another 
not far away into which they could get and still continue the 
flghting. 

The advance was now formed by corps from right to left in 
the following order: Second, Ninth and Fifth. Second Corps 
found itself nearer the enemy'e works than the Fifth or Ninth. 
The two latter had to move forward nearly a mile through brush 
and timber and deep ravines. This rendered the contemplated 
simultaneous attack somewhat ditl3cult of execution. General 
Meade finally fixed the hour for attack at twelve o'clock, noon 
(June 18th). At this time the Second Corps made two assaults, 
but was each time repulsed. In the meantime the Ninth and 
Fifth were engaged in driving the enemy out of a deep railroad . 
cut of the Norfolk and Petereburg Railroad. This took con- 
siderable time; paseing beyond, the ground to be crossed was 
exposed to the enemy's artillery. An asesult was ordered in the 
afternoon with the whole available force. The Ninth &rps 
formed for the attack with the Third Division (Wilcox) in front, 
followed by the Second Division (Potter's) with the Firet Divi- 
sion in support. The msault was gallantly made, the enemy 
being driven through the woods and beyond the railroad cut, the 
possession of which was held by the Ninth Corps. This brought 
the two opposing lines nearer together here than at any other 
point. The Second Corpe was again repulsed with considerable 
loss. The Fifth Corps also failed, though not through any fault 
of the brave of3cere and men who composed it. So far as com- 
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parison goes one organization fought aa well ae another, the 
Ninth Corps, however, being the only one that eucceeded in gain- 
ing any permanent advantage. It waa not found advisctble to 
attempt any further assaults. The whole of Lee's army was now in 
front and strongly intrenched, and it became evident that Petem- 
burg could not be carried by direct attack. To continue around 
the circle any further by the flank would be only moving further 
away from the bane of supplies, which had been transferred to 
City Point on the James river, just in rear of the Federal linee, 
where supplies of all kinds could be brought up the river by 
transports, without fear of molestation. A further movement to 
the left would have been a continual grinding, aa it had been for 
the previous six weeks, against strongly fortified works, bravely 
and skilfully defended ; hence, at the close of the day of June 18th, 
1864, each corps remained in place where the lull of battle had 
found them, and commenced a long siege that was finally to ter- 
minate in the defeat and surrender of the Confederate army. 
Attention was now given to burying the dead. A11 the wounded 
had been removed ae the advance was made. The Confederate 
wounded who fell into our hands had really nothing to regret, for 
they were better cared for by us than they possibly could have 
been had they not been captured, as the Confederate facilities for 
taking care of the wounded were beginning to get limited. 

In passing back over the cornfield, one of the first bodies to 
attract our attention was that of Se*t. John J. Cooley of 
Company A, Fifty-Seventh; a good soldier, a gallant man and 
a genial comrade. As his uncotilned remains were placed in the 
shallow grave that had been dug for him in the cornfield, we 
tholight of the time, but a few days before, when he was perform- 
ing the same sad duty for others. As he laid them carefully and 
tenderly away, he had some kindly word of affection for each, 
with one remark that we remember so well, ( 6  I wonder who will 
do this for me?'' Little did he then think that those words 
would be remembered for long years after, by one who helped 
perform that duty and whose duty it now is to pay a loving 
tribute to hie memory. 

The air was soft and balmy and laden with the sweet 
fragrance of the magnolia. All n~ tu re  seemed wreathed in 



lovely, peaceful smiles ; but the devastating path of war had left 
a picture which stood in horrid contrast. The dead were buried 
without form or ceremony, with no ehrond save their own honored 
blue uniform and no farewell salute save the sullen roar of distant 
artillery. 

The loss to the Fifty-Seventh in this battle was very eevere. 
I t  had been so depleted by previous losses that it only had one 
hundred and eighty men for duty before the engagement. This 
out of the nine hundred and twenty-eight with which tho regiment 
had left Worcester, only a little over two months before. They 
had been left upon battlefields from the Wilderness down. The 
number of killed alone, including otlcere, waa eighty-four, being 
nearly ten per cent of the one hundred and eighty it took into the 
battle of Petersburg June 17th. One otlcer, Lient. Edwin I. 
Coe, and ten enlisted men were killed ; Captain Tucker, Captain 
Lawrence, Captain Doherty, Lieutenant Ward and twenty-six 
enlisted men wounded, with three enlisted men missing, making a 
total loss of forty-four. 

The following are the names of the enlisted men killed : - 
John J. Cooley, Sergt. Co. A Ell A. Elleck, Pvt. Co. H 
S11as N. Cook, Pvt. " Hiram Streeter, 61 6 1  

Cornelius Murphy, " John Waters, 'I  C o . 1  
Henry Bills, " Co. n S. A. Byam, Il Co. K 
Joseph J. Starr, Co. G L. W. Rawson, I I , I 

Adolphua Porter, Prt. 
Danlel V. Adams, I '  

John Bradley, 1 6  

Charle~ L. Brlgham, 
A. 8. Gerry, I I 

George F. Hood, I I 

Henry C. Hayden, 
John Leary, 6, 

Martin Walt, 6  I 

Henry G.  Deecrutell, Corp. 
John Southey, Prt .  
Ozro A. Brlgham, I (  

J. W. Fmswor th ,  " 
(Lost a leg) 

Darby O'Brlen, I &  

Patrick McCarthy , 

WOUNDED. 

Co. A Charles A.Trowbrldg?,Sergt. Co. (3 
Co. B Horace 8. Pike, Pot. a' 

Davld Charleeworth, L I 

" Edward J. Fogarty, '' Co. H 
Henry M. Ide, Sergt. Co. I 

1, (Afterwards 1st Lieutenant) 

JamesBonner, Pvt. Co. I 
" William G. Elklne, I I 

Co. C Charles Sedell, I t I I 

Co. E John B. Rogers, I '  Co. K 
Co. F (Dled of wounds July 26, 1864) 

William Prentlss, Jr., Pvt. Co. K 
a I (Dled of wounds June 18, 1864) 

EdwardM. Schnelder, Pvt. Co. K 
I I  (Died of wonnds June 19, 1864) 
6 6  



MIWINO. 

Louls Blanchard, Pvt. Co. C. 
Eleszer C. Drake, Pvt. Co. E. (Dled at Andersonvllle June 80,1864) 

Martln Ryan, Pvt. Co. F. 

This left the regiment with only one hundred and forty-one 
men present for duty. 

Lieut. Edwin I. Coe .was born in Medway, Mass., March 2d, 
1845, and was nineteen years of age when commissioned a 2d 
Lieutenant in the Fifty-Seventh Massachusette. His father was 
a minister of the Unitarian Church, but had to give up the 
ministry on account of poor health. He moved to Woroester in 
1849, where young Coe was brought up and educated in the 
public schools. During the early part of the war he was anxious 
to serve under his country's flag in the army and enlisted in the 
51st Massachusetts at the age of eighteen, and was mustered out 
at the expiration of his term of service with an honorable record. 
Upon the organization of the Fifty-Seventh Maseachusetta he 
was appointed 2d Lieutenant to date from Dec. Slst, 1863, and 
was assigned to Company A. He was acting regimental adjutant 
at the time he was killed. He was a young man of excellent 
character, fond of the military service, zealous and ambitious in 
the faithful performance of duty, loved and esteemed by all who 
knew him. He carried a high sense of honor from civil to mili- 
tary life, and would, without doubt, have gained a higher rank, 
had his life been spared. There was one remarkable coincidence 
in his case: In the battle of Spotteylvania Court House, May 
12th, he was struck by a spent musket ball and was seen to throw 
up both hands and fall. The line passed o d  to the charge and 
we reported him to Colonel Chandler ss having been killed, 
supposing that such was the case; but in a few momenta he 
rejoined the regiment, saying that he had only been stunned for a 
few seconds ; after recovering and finding that he was not badly 
hurt, he followed up to participate in the reet of the engagement. 
Just before the charge at Petersburg, June 17th, in speaking to 
us of the coming battle, he said that he had a very singular and 
vivid dream the night before, in which he portrayed the events of 
the coming battle and said, while he wae not a believer in dreams, 



yet that had come to him with such realistic force that he knew it 
to be a premonition. He could not be shaken in the belief that 
he was to be killed that night. He eaid, to convince us that he 
hmu it, that he would be hit in the same place as by the spent 
ball at Spotteylvania. He went forward with the regiment fully 
convinced that he would be killed. His premonition proved 
correct. The line had not advanced far before he fell, the ball 
striking him in the same place the other did. Hie brother, who 
belonged to the 1 l th U.S. Infantry, also in the Army of the 
Potomac, came the next day and took charge of hie remaine, 
which were buried upon the fleld near where he fell. After the 
close of the war, they were disinterred and placed in the National 
Cemetery near there. 

The intrepid Captain Doherty wae there. When the line 
charged he wae leading hie men with hie usual enthwiaem. I t  
waa not very long before he was struck and one hand badly 
mangled. Coming up to us aud shaking the mangled hand in 
our face, with the blood streaming and one finger dangling by a 
shred of mutilated flesh, he eaid he wanted to have us see what 
' 6  the d+ rebels had done." When advieed to go back to the 
hospital he replied, a Do you think I am going to desert the 
boys now? no sir, not until we get that battery," and he kept 
hie word. 

Captain Tucker had been promoted to major only a few days 
before. Hie wound waa peculiarly painful, cutting away part of 
his tongue and jaw, depriving him at first of the power of speech, 
but from which he partially recovered, returning to the regiment 
later with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. Captain Lawrence, 
who had just recovered from a wound in the neck, received at the 
battle of the Wilderness, and had just returned to the regiment, 
wae wounded in the leg. General Bnrnside paid a very high 
compliment to the attacking force in this engagement. 

One incident of pathetic interest connected with this battle, 
is that of a noble, heroic young lad of seventeen years, Private 
Edward M. Schneider of Company K. His father was Rev. Benja- 
min Schneider, D.D., a missionary in Antab, Turkey. The story 
of his death has been told before, but ae it belongs to the regi- 

10 
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meat it i s  entitled to a place here, and can be better told in the  
language of Chaplain A. H. Daehiell, who w m  with him in his 
last hours. I n  a letter to young Schneider's sister, who waa i n  
this country at the time, the  chaplain writes : - 

HOSPITAL, FIRST DIT~I~ION, NINTH ARMY CORPS, 
Near PETIWBURQ, VA. 

MY DEAR Mrs. DWIGHT : 
I promised when I wrbte briefly announcing Edward's death to  give 

you the particulars as Boon as  I could flnd time for the purpose. Now, 
after burying those who were mortally wounded (thirtyeight) and sending 
off to Washington six hundred more, I take time to perform this sacred 
duty. I t  seems from what I can learn that Edward, when the order to  
charge was given, pushed on in advance of the company, determined to 
be the flrst to  mount the enemy's works; and, when within a few paces 
of them and ten feet ahead of his company, he fell, shot through the 
abdomen. As soon as  he was brought to  the hospital he sent for 
me and I dld what I conld for his comfort, though he and hundreds of 
others were obliged to lie on the ground, as thick as  autumnal leaves. 
The next day when I conld learn more accurately the nature of the wounds, 
I discovered that they were mortal, and when pressed by him to know 
what I thought, my tears revealed to  him the truth. I thought of that 
sister who wlth tears had commended him to me, and that noble father 
far  away. I could not restrain them. Soon Doctor White, Surgeon of 
the Flfty-Seventh Massachusetts, and Mr Westwood came up and con- 
flrmed my opinion, and he expressed his hearty acqulescence in the will 
of God. The captain of his company came up, and when asked what 
message he should bear back to his pompanions, said: Tell them to 
stand by the dear old flag," wlth a touching tenderness in his tone. 
When told that he had but a few hours to live he looked up a t  me wlth 
a smile, and repeated the verse of the Rang, whlch is sung by the 
soldlers : - 

Boon with ragelo 1'11 be marching, 
With bright lamell on my brow ; 

I have for my country fallen, 
Who will orre for sirter now? 

En the origlnal lines it  is mother." You understand the change. I put 
him in charge of my servant, as other duties called me away. In the 
evening he sent for me; indeed, poor fellow, I could not go near him 
wlthoilt his calling to me. I was all he had to cllng to  of home and 
frlends excepting those he made at  the time. I sat down beside him in 
a Sibly tent, whither he had been removed, and he gave me these mes- 
sages to you. First, he desired me to assure his father and you that he 
died happy in the Lord, in the fulness of hope to which I can bear 



testimony. Hls face shone like an angel's; God had been disclplinlng 
him and preparing him for  glory, as I have remarked, for weeks 
past, as we have passed through these terrible scenes of battle and 
sder lng .  

He a d d  that he had done hls duty to hls country and felt happy in 
that too. He then adverted to  you and to A-, told me his relatlon 
to  her, the tenderness of his fraternal attachment to her . . . . * and 
thls message to his brothers : Stand by the dear old flag and cling to the 
cross of Christ." . . . . Before dawn I was up gettlng the wounded into 
wagons and ambnlances to  be removed to City Polnt and he eent me a 
message to come to him. I was ao engaged that I could not go a t  the 
moment. I sald "presently." In a few moments I went and he wlrs 
gone. I stood and wept. 

Afte.r breakfaat I took my burying party and prepared graves for 
many besides him, but I could not bury him in a trench with the rest, so 
I dug his grave beside a tree about a rod from the public road and nailed 
a board, on which. Mr. Westwood inscribed: L L  Ed. M., son of Rev. 
Doctor Schneider of Antab, Turkey, of Company K, Flfty-Seventh 
Mlrsaachueetts Reglment of Infantry," and having closed the grave, I 
left him to awalt the great summons which Is to awaken ne all. 

He greatly impressed all who came near hlm with the sweetness of 
hla splrit, and the calm bravery with which he met death. I forgot to 
say that when he requested me to publish a notice of his death, he wished 
me to understand that it was not to give notoriety to his name but t o  
acquaint his nulnerous friends of his death . . . . 

Your brother in Christ, 
A. H. DABHIELL, Jr., 

Chaplain, 67th Mess. 

T h e  war correspondent (Carleton) of the Boston Journal, 
a'tter learning the  facts  in Schneider's csee fiwm the chaplain, 
wrote the  following beautiful tribute to his memory :- 

O n  the march from Annapolis, though but  seventeen yeam 
old and  unaccustomed to hardships, Schneider kept  his place in  the  
ranks, not  once falling out, from the waters of the Chesapeake to 
the Rapidan. H e  was slightly wounded a t  the  battle of North 
A n n a  and  was  sent  to the  hospital, bu t  when badgered by  one 
of his comrade0 as to the slightness of the  wound, he returned 
to the front  a t  Cold Harbor, though the  flesh wound was unhealed 
and  painful. While preparing for  the  charge o n  the enemy's 
works, with the purpose of removing any suspicion of his courage, 

The omivton refen to the dirporltion of hlr effeota.- J. A. 



he said, GI mean to be the 5mt to mount the enemy's breast- 
works.' The charge was made, how grandly they moved through 
the woods, how swiftly they swept up to the line of rebel works, 
like an ocean billow upon a breakwater, rolling over and engulf- 
ing all. The brave boy determined to make good his words. 
With eager step he led the advance, breaking ont from the line. 
He wse almost near enough to feel the hot dash of the rebel , 
musketry in his face, near enough to be covered with the sul- 
phurous cloud from the cannon, when he fell shot through the 
body. . . . . 

On the 17th of June, eighty-nine years ago, the sires of 
freedom gave their lives on Bunker Hill for God and their native 
land. Not less worthy of remembrance are those who fell in 
front of Peteraburg on this memorable day. His dying words, 
' Stand by the dear old flag and cling to the cross of Christ,' em- 
blems of all we hold dear on earth and in heaven, will live ae long 
as the flag shall wave and the cross of Christ is known." 

Only a private soldier, but, oh, how grand and noble ! Did 
ever armored knight or plumed warrior win a clearer title to the 
laurel crown? The poor boy gave his young life so full of hope 
and promise to his beloved country. Others there were, yes, 
hundreds and thousands, who fell just as bravely and nobly in 
the front rhnk, and their lives passed out amid the din and roar 
of battle with no parting valedictory to immortalize their names, 
but they left an imperishable record which coming generations will 
honor, and love the flag and country more, when they realize what 
sacrifices have been made for them. Such blood given to such a 
cause is never shed in vain, it is woven into the very fabric of our 
government. As long as our manhood lives, so long will the 
memory of such men remain the life and hope and strength of 
American patriotism. 

Letters carelessly written from the front at such a time have 
become of more value since, as transmitting the thoughta and 
feelings of the army during those times. A letter written by Cap- 
tain Barton to hie friends in Worcester gives a very correct picture 
of the battle scene of the 17th of June : - 



IN LINE OF BATTLE NEAR PIETERSBURG, VA., 
June 20th, 1864. 

DEAR - 
I know you must feel anxious about me, for in my last letter of the 

17th, I told you that we were lLgolng in" to make a charge. The order 
came about four o'clock In the afternoon that the F i r ~ t  Dlvision of the 
Ninth Corps was to charge upon the enemy's breastworks a t  sundown. 
The Second Divlsion had already made one charge and was driven back 
with a heavy loss and now the First Division has to try It. The chances 
were certainly very dubious. The general who now commands our divl- 
sion sent word by one of his steffofflcers that he depended upon his old 
flret brigade, our brlgade. We laid down upon our arms in a ravine for 
nearly two hours, so that we had plenty of tlme to thlnk of our chances 
for coming out all rlght. About eight o'clock the order came for  us to  
advance to the level ground beyond the ravine and then to lie down and 
wait for the order Forward." I t  wae a trying moment; watches and 
other valuables were handed to one who was not going in. I handed hlm 
my watch scarcely expecting to see it  again. The shot and shell were 
flying around us In good style, for the 6 L  rebs" had a good range upon 
us, but as we were lying down only few were wounded. Now comes a 
llttle personal matter. I lald wlth my company jnst in a hollow exposed 
to a raking 5re of artillery and musketry. As I was looking out for my 
men, cautioning them to lie low, I overheard someone say Look ont." 
I glanced to the left and saw a solld shot coming directly towards me. 
I had just time enough to whirl over on my left slde, when it struck just 
in the place where I was lying, grazing my right arm and tearing my 
coat sleeve almost entirely off, smashing a musket belonging to Sergeant 
YcFarland and coverlng my 1st sergeant wlth sand. Two or three of 
our otllcera came rnnnlng to me, thinklng I was either killed or badly 
wounded. I was advised by the commanding officer, Captain Tacker, to  
go to the rear, which of course I declined to do when I found it  was 
only a slight contusion. In about ten minutes the order Attention! " 
came, then " Forward, double-quick ! " and through such a flre of grape 
and canister, solid shot, railroad iron, minies and I do not know what 
all. With a regular Yankee yell we went through it  and upon the rebel 
intrenchments; then it  was " blaze away." The rebs were staggered, 
the movement was too rapid and impetuous. I t  was amnslng to see 
some of our boys grab a reb, hustle" him over the rlfle pits and take 
hlm to the rear as  a prisoner. They did not seem at  all loath to be 
taken, but many of them rushed into our lines of their own free will. 
We held the works nntil our ammanition gave out and then were obliged 
to fall back. We lost in that charge ten enllsted men killed, twenty-six 
wounded and three mlssing . . . . We are to  have an inspection this 
morning, so I cannot stop to write more. General Burnside said he ex- 
pected we would be repulsed, as he thought the posltion too strong to be 
carrled by infantry. 
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Preparations were now made for a regular eiege. Heavy 
guns and mortars were brought up, placed in poeition and com- 
menced dropping shells into the enemy's works, some into 
Petersburg. With our close proximity the city could have been 
destroyed, but Lee's army, and not this, wss the objective upon 
which the blows were to fall. Both armies now went to work to 
strengthen their positions. Intrenchments were dug. These con- 
sisted of redoubts, connected by lines of infantry parapeta, in 
front of which were ditches, abatis and other obstaclee to protect 
the works from a sortie by the enemy. While this was going on 
a constant firing wae kept up by both sides along the picket line 
and the artillery on the main line. 

A brief description of the line of intrenchments may not be 
ont of place. First, a trench would be dug about three feet deep 
and from six to eight in width. The earth thus removed was 
thrown toward the front, the inner face being supported by hori- 
zontal logs, which prevented the embankment from falling back 
again into the trench. After the embankment had been raised in 
this way about flve or six feet, sacks were filled with sand and 
placed upon the top until it had reached the required elevation, 
higb enough to protect a man standing in rear ; the line of parapeta 
thus constructed, running in broken lines, forming projecting , 
angles at irregular intervals, with the apices pointing towards the 
enemy, in which artillery was placed in such a way as to bring 
both a front and flank flre upon any charging column. The 
ditch, abatis and cheaauz de frke in front hare heretofore been 
described. Often'loopholes were left between the rows of sand- 
bags, at convenient intervals, for the purpose of observation. 
No musketry Bring was permitted from the main line of works, as 
it would not only be a waste of ammunition, but would endanger 
the safety of our own pickets in front. 

Interior works were also constructed in which were placed 
mortar guns. These were short cannon, with a very large bore 
and Bring heavy shells. They were placed in position at an 
elevated angle of about forty-five degrees. During the darkness 
of night the mortar firing became rather interesting. A heavy 
boom could be heard from the Confederate side, when almost 



instantly the burning fuae, attached to the projec?ile, could be seen 
rapidly ascending like a very red star, describing a curved line 
until reaching ita greatest altitude, then commencing to fall. As 
the propelling force became expended it would fall to the ground 
in a nearly v e r t i d  line. They would explode with great force 
soon after falling. These could be easily dodged at night by 
watching the direction taken, as shown by the burning fuse, but in 
the day the fuse could not be seen, hence they often proved 
deatructire. Answering shota went from our own side. Watch- 
ing their course through the sky they could be seen to drop inside 
the enemy's works, and eoon after their explosion could be 
heard. 

Parallel and transverse works were constracted and passage- 
ways left which could be opened ,and closed to permit the picket 
details to go out or in. The picketa were posted about two or 
three hundred yards, in front of the main line, and had to be 
posted and reliered after dark each night. An attempt to post 
them during the day would probably result in the killing of every 
man. The pickets had little holes dug in the ground, just about 
large enough to hold two or three men. Upop the approach 
of daylight everyone had to keep concealed; any exposure 
would almost surely result in getting hit. These holem were at 
convenient distances from each other; once in, after daylight, 
and the men had to remain there until after dark. As the sun 
approached the meridian these holem became intensely hot, but 
there was nothing to do but bear it. The picketa along the lines 
kept up a constant firing. Little loopholes were arranged through 
which they could f i e  and at the same time observe what wae 
going on in front. The men remaining back in the trenches 
could protect themselves from the sun by stretching pieces of 
shelter tenta from the breastworks over the trench. The oficere 
were just behind the men ; several of them would join together 
and have a hole dug in the ground, about two or three feet deep, 
and twelve or fourteen wide, the top coveid with loge, and over 
these the earth from the excavation would be thrown. These 
proved a partial protection from the enemy's mortars, but were 
excessively hot during the day, so that tent flies were erected 
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outeide. Day after day the sinews of war closed tighter and 
stronger around the doomed Confederacy. Our own works were 
made strong in order that they could be held by a reduced force, 
so that large bodies could be spared to operate towards the 
enemy'e flank and, if poseible, sever his communications with the 
South and thereby cut off one great eource by which he obtained 
his supplies. 

On the 21st the right of the Ninth Corps waa extended to 
cover the positions held by the Second and Sixth and to connect 
with the left of the Eighteenth Corps. The Second and Sixth 
proceeded to operate towards the Weldon Railroad. In the mean- 
time, the Fourth Division (colored) of the Ninth Corps joined 
from detached duty guarding the wagon trains, and took ita place 
in the treuchee. The arrival of colored troop8 in their f ~ p n t  
seemed to provoke the Confederates to increased anger, which 
they manifested by constant and pereistent firing along that 
portion of the line which they occupied, it being heavier and more 
malicious here than at any other point. Every day, during this long 
siege, coiild be called one of battle, as there was not a day when 
it was safe for a head to appear where the enemy could eee it, or 
a day without casualties. I t  is not our purpose to follow the 
movementa of all the different corps and divisions of the army 
during this period, only those in which the Fifty-Serenth partici- I 

pated. Duty in the trenches was anything but pleasant, and no 
one, but those who went through it, can realize the trying ordeal 
which those men endured who were on the picket line. The pickets 
were relieved every twenty-four hours, so that the same men were ' 
not there all the time. The details were so arranged that each 
man's turn would come about every four or five days. Posted at 
night, the men took their canteens full of water, and rations to 
carry them through the day. Once there, sick or well, they could 
only get back after dark. The constant crack of the rifle, the 
whiz of the sharpshooters' bullet and the deep booming mortars 
rendered everything very unsafe that came near the front. 

Reference has been madc to the sinking of the brrrge, 
General McClellan, en route from Yorktown to City Point, with 
omcers' baggage, company and regimental recorda, etc. The 



lose of the records was not regretted so much at the time as the 
lose of the clothing. There was much inconvenience resulting 
from this and the of3cene had to get along the beet they could 
until the arribva1 of a new supply from home. The loss of the 
records proved a never-ending source of complications when 
muster rolls had to be made out, and is now a great obstacle 
to contend with in writing a complete history. 

The regiment continued to occupy the trenches that had 
been captured from the enemy June 17th and 18th, no serious 
engagement taking place up to July BOt,h. During this time 
many of the oaBcera and men who had been away on account of 
sickness or wounds, having recovered, returned to duty ; but the 
number who were killed and those who were taken away by 
wounds or sickness, kept the regiment gradually growing smaller 
and smaller. The number returning did not make good the losses. 
During the interval between June 17th and July SOth, the regi- 
ment loet one ofl3cer killed and flve wounded. 

The Second and Sixth Corps now commenced operations to 
gain poseession of the Weldon Railroad, but were attacked by the 
Confederates and repulsed, with a loss of about two thousand 
men, four guns and several stands of colors, subsequently ad- 
rancing and regaining the position from which they had been 
driven, and intrenching about a mile and a half from the railroad. 
The two armies now remained in their relative positions for 
several weeks. From the very beginning of the campaign the 
tide of battle had rolled steadily towards the left and continued so, 
with few exceptions, to the end. Many incidents of that long and 
bloody siege will ever be remembered. The Fifty-Se~enth con- 
tinued to give and take. There was no cessation ; night and day 
the dogs of war contiuued to bark. The old and familiar saying 
that barking dogs never bite " wae not true in this case. 

Extracts from private letters written home from the regiment 
at that time will, no doubt, prove of interest to many of our 
readers, as they express the situation and feelings of our men 
better than anything else. One written July Sd, signed G.F.S.," 
speaks of the programme for the coming National holiday 
(July 4th) in the following humorous style : b L  We are lying j11st 



before Petereburg. Tomorrow ie July 4th. . . . . I guess there 
will be some lengthy orations delivered here by the speakers of 
the times. Mr. 6 Parrot,' Mr. Mortar,' Mr. Columbid ' and 
several gentlemen from Sprindeld will address the multitude. 
Their arguments are very weighty and will undoubtedly make a 
groat impression upon Confederate minds. Mr. Grant of Illinob 
will be president of the ceremonies and his ability to preserve 
good order is well known. H; will, however, be sssieted by 
strong bodies of police under command of Generals Meade, 
Burnside, Hanmk,  Smith and Butler. In the evening there will 
be a grand display of flreworka, such a8 was never before witnessed. 
The committee, of which Abraham Lincoln b chairman, hm 
arranged everything so aa to make it one of the grandest a f fah  
of the age. Wo are all confident that no paine will be epsl-ed on 
the part of Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Grant to make it pees off in a 
satisfactory manner." 

A letter written the day after the 4th of July, signed 
' 6  G. E. B." gives a very good description of our eituation. After 
all we paseed a very quiet 4th, with just enough firing to make it 
seem natural. The sharpshooters kept up a continnoue flre, which 
made it almost dangerous to be safe. There eeepls to be very 
little going on at present in front of us. The pickets are regularly 
relieved every night. . . . . The process of relieving pickets is 
this : the new pickets are ordered to report to the brigade other 
of the day, at the right and rear of the brigade line, about eight 
o'clock in the evening, the detail consisting of two lieutenants and 
one hundred men from our brigade. After having reported to 
the ofacer of the day he sees that they are properly divided into 
two divisions of fifty men each and places a lieutenant in charge 
of each division, then gives hie instructione. The old oacer of 
the day and we start for the picket line. By this time it is almost 
pitch darkness and we go stumbling along through the woods 
until we reach the outer edge, whero an open field has to be 
crossed before we can reach our old pickets who are waiting 
anxiously to be relieved, for they have been out all day in a 
broiling sun, to say nothing of all the night before. A heavy 
fog has settled upon the field, which renders it almost impassible 



for the '' Johnnies" to eee as distinctly, nevertheless the bullete 
sing around our heads very unpleasantly. Having crossed the 
field we find ourselves just under the brow of a hill. Here we 
form into line and the officer of the picket gives the men their 
orders. The line must be held at all hazards, there being no 
retreat. No man is to discharge his rifle unless he sees some- 
thing to fire at. The pickete then deploy from the right and left 
and take posseesion of the pita, which are just large enough to 
hold two men. The men from the old picket then creep carefully 
oat, take the double quick' down the hill, every man for him- 
self. ' Zip,' ' zip ' go the bulleta after them, but what in the day- 
time would be sure death, at night is uncertain." 

July 19th let Lieut. E. Dexter Cheney was shot through the 
head by a Confederate sharpshooter, and almost instantly killed. 
Several of us had arranged to get up early that morning and go 
out to witnees the firing of the mortar guns. When the time came 
we had to look out for getting the breakfast, while the others 
were either too lazy or had lost their inclination, hence he started 
off alone. In about ten minutes a man came running back with 
the information that he had been killed. Several of us ran to 
him ss quickly as possible and found him lying upon the ground 
with the brains and blood oozing from the wound through the 
head. Nothing could be done for him and he expired in a few 
momenta. His remains were embalmed and sent to his home in 
Worcester, Msss., where his parents resided, and he wss buried 
from the Salem Street Congregational Church, July 28th. 

Lieutenant Cheney drst enlisted in Company F of the 51st 
Massachnsetta in the autumn of 1862, and was appointed a 
sergeant in the same company. He served in t h ~ t  regiment with 
honor until discharged by reason of expiration of term of service. 
Very soon thereafter he was recommended to His Excellency, 
Governor Andrew, for a commiesion, and was appointed a 5rst 
lieuten~rnt in the Fifty-Seventh, at the age of twenty-one, 
Dec. Slst, 1863. He was a young man of high personal 
character and greatly esteemed, of a quiet, thoughtful disposition 
and one who always acted from conscientious motives without 
regard to whether they were in popular favor or not; strictly 
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temperate, kind and considerate of others, a zealous ottlcer, and 
loyal in his devotion to friends. He waa one of those who could 
always be relied upon and whose worth grew from day to day in 
the estimation of those with whom he was associated. Hie death 
was deeply lamented by the whole regiment. 

After having remained in the front line for a long time the 
regiment waa withdrawn (about July 20th) from this arduous 
duty and placed in the second line, about one half mile in rear 
of the first. The besieging force being formed in two lines, 
there was not aa much danger from the sharpshootera in the 
second line, but more from the mortar firiug. Many were killed . 
and wounded by fragments from the bursting ten-inch shelle 
which frequently dropped into the trenches. 

I July 20tb, a shell fired from a Confederate mortar exploded 
in the trenches occupied by the Fifty-Seventh, creating con- 
siderable havoc. 1st Sergt. Charles L. De Fose (afterward8 
2d lieutenant) and Corp. Samuel Allman of Company C were 
wounded. The latter waa struck by a piece of shell about the 
size of a man'e hand, making a ghastly wound in his face and 
badly lacerating hie left arm. 

The Confederatee seemed to be unusually actire and continued 
sending their shells into our lines with but few intermissione. 

The regiment did not remain long in the second line, but 
soon returned to the front and took up the work of holding the 
advanced works and picket duty again. 

The breech-loading magazine rifles had been received, with 
which Company K was armed and placed under command of 
1st hieut. John H. Cook. July 22d Lieutenant Cook worked his 
way over the parapets, and partly concealed by large trees, gained 
a position from which he could get a good range upon the enemy, 
for the purpose of testing the new repeating rifle, which at that time 
was quite a novelty and looked upon with considerable confldence. 
In stepping from behind a tree to fire he became exposed to n 
Confederate sharpshooter, whose unerring aim sent a bullet into 
his body, penetrating his left side. I t  was afterwards extracted 
near the spine. This wound wss considered of such a serious 
character that faint hopes were entertained of his recovery. He 
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was taken to the hoepital where, for days, he hovered between life 
and death, but through the skilful treatment of Surgeon Whitman 
V. White, good nursing and an indomitable will, united with a 
strong, healthy constitution, he recovered suI3ciently to be 
removed to Washington, where he waa joined by his mother and 
taken to his home in Maasachusetia, where he sumived for many 
years, but subsequently died from complications arising from the 
effects of his wound. 

About this time let  Lieut. John L. Goodwin, who had been 
abeent on account of a wound received in the battle of the 
Wilderness, returned aud took command of his company ; bat in 
less than forty-eight hours after joining, received another through 
the foot, breaking sevoral of the smaller bonee and disabling him 
from further duty as an infantry man. He waa discharged 
Nov. 29th, 1864. Prior to his discharge he had been pro- 
moted to the grade of captain to date July 31st, 1864, but was 
not mastered as such, on account of a War Department order that 
no ofecer should be lnustered while absent from his command, and 
he wse not able to return to it. 

The constant ilring and shelling between the lines increased 
the number of casualties. 1st Sergt. E. D. McFarland waa shot 
through both wriste. Within six days two offlcere were killed 
and mix wounded. 

The sufferings from heat and exposure endured by the men 
in the trenches and on the picket line, from the 17th of June to 
the 80th of July, can never be described. The hospital records 
give only a faint idea of them. Sleeping in holes dug in the 
ground, exposed to the hot rays of the sun at oue time and rains 
at another, produced considerable sickness. We have passed the 
sick list with hardly a mention, our space having been devoted to 
those killed and wounded. Mauy died from sickness and suffered 

- as much ss those who were wounded. There waa a feeling of 
pride against going to the hospital, except with a wound, hence 
many sick ones remained in the trenches and suffered day after 
day before giving up. 

The facilitiee for keeping clean were very meagre. Under 
such circumstancee it is not surprising that many became infested 



with a loathsome ineect, which occupied a coneiderable portion of 
each day to get rid of. Every morning, before it  became hot, 
men could be wen in the trenchee with some portion of their 
clothing off, turned inside out, and carefully hunting along the 
eeame, with all their thought6 concentrated upon their new enemy, 
whieh was named in honor of the Confederates, 6 '  gray backe," 
becauee while their bite was not quite 80 fatal, yet they were about 
as annoying. Many who had been reared in the luxury o i  re5ned 
homee counted it no dishonor to battle with this new adversary, 
as long as it was in the eervice of their country. I t  was a pictur- 
esque eight and became the eource of much fun and many 
jokes. The matter was looked upon philoeophically. There was 
very little complaining or grumbling; any diepoeition to do thia 
was put to shame by some cheerful minded comrade who would 
ask a would-be growler how he would like to exchange for 
Andereonville. The very eound of that name would put the 
worst among them to ehame and cause all their eufferinge to 
pale into insignificance and eventually appear ee bleeeinge in 
comparieon. 

There was not an army in the 5eld better oared for than the 
Army of the Potomac. The ratione were good in quality and 
ample in quantity. Fresh vegetable6 were ieeued twice a week 
and everything poseible was done for the health and comfort of 
the men, and they realized it. But there is really no soft, up- 
holetered side to real war. The eilken drapery that lends to it a 
distant charm ie never found in fact, and exiets only in romantic 
fancy. 

Beeidee what our government did for the soldiers there were 
those two noble institutions, supported by the generous and loyal 
people of the North, the Chrietian and Sanitary Commiseione. 
The good which they accomplished was incalculable. No honor- 
able soldier ever turned to them with vain pleading. Their out- 
stretched arms relieved every want and every pain as far as human 
etrength could do. There were tender-hearted nurees, ladies of 
refinement, who were found in all the hoepitale to do a woman's 
part; the Sisters of Charity flitting here and there among the 
wounded and euffering : women whoee characters were so pure and 



spotless that not a shadow of suspicion conld enter even the 
thoughta of. brave and honorable men. .Such iduencee extended 
through every regiment and company in the army. I t  seemed as 
if the soldiere' friends from home were there -to adluinister to 
them; it showed them that they were not forgotten, it showed 
that there was a great reservoir of loyalty behind from which they 
could draw. I t  helped all those who needed it and encouraged all 
others. 

As we pses along before the picture of life in the trenches, 
we suddenly come to pointa of more than usual intereet- one 
which we will look at but momentarily, the 24th of July, 1864. 
There was a small "bomb-proof," about twenty feet behind the 
trenchee, occupied by the regiment. I t  was about twelve feet 
square and just high enough for a short man to stand erect inside. 
I t  being rather of a hot hole in which to spend the day, a small 
arbor wse built just outaide and covered with branches and old 
canvse as a protection from the sun. Several' officers occupied 
this together, eitting under the arbor during the day. The location 
wee just to the left of one of our batteries, at which the Con- 
federates were throwing ten-inch mortar shells, as a return com- 
pliment for what they were receiving. We were sitting on an 
empty cracker box under the arbor, while near us were Captain 
Galncia of the 66th Massachusetts, who was brigade omcer of the 
day, and Lieutenants Barton and Royce lying upon a blanket 
spread upon the ground, all chatting and reading a batch of 
papers that had just been received, when Lieutenant Bowman 
joined us from the hospital. Presently he said that Lieuteuant 
Cook, who wss in the hoepital badly wounded and not expected 
to live, was veiy anxious to see ue. We jumped up and started 
at  once. As we went out Lieutenant Bowman took our seat on 
the cracker box and commenced writing a letter to a young lady 
to whom, it was said, he was engaged. We had proceeded but a 
short distance when a loud explosion was heard. Turning quickly 
around we saw a cloud of smoke and dust arising from our 
" bomb-proof." Upon returning it was found in ruins. All the 
ofecere whom we had left there, together with Acting Sergeant- 
Major Doty, were in the debris and all more or lese injured. As 



there had been many rnmore of mining and countermining, we 
were a t  5ret under the impression that the enemy had undertaken 
to blow up the fort, and missing his engineering calculations, had 
taken our 6 b  bomb-proof" instead. I t  was eoon discovered, how- 
ever, that the destruction had been caused by a mortar shell in- 

' tended for the battery and which had fallen into the little arbor 
in the midst of the group of of8cere. There was no warning 
sound; the destroying messenger fell swiftly and silently into 
their midst and exploded directiy in front of Lieutenant Bowman, 
inflicting wounds which caused his death, after some houre of 
intense suffering ; one leg and thigh had been broken and badly 
mutilated, besides other injuries. Capt. Warren B. Galucia waa 
wounded in both feet; Lieut. Charles H. Royce had his left leg 
badly burnt and filled with small particles of powder and sand ; 
Lieutenant Barton and Sergeant-Major Doty were only elightly 
bruised. 

The remains of Lieutenant Bowman were embalmed and sent 
to his home, Clinton, Maae. The funeral services were held in 
the Unitarian Church Bug. 5th, 1864, and he waa buried with 
military honors. 

Lieut. Samuel M. Bowman had formerly served as a 
member of Company A, 51st Massachusetts, and came.to the 
Fifty-Seventh with a good military record, which he maintained. 
He wae considered an excellent and trustworthy officer, one who 
was greatly respected as a comrade and friend. His name wil l  
ever be honored with othere who died for their country. 

July 23d Colonel Bartlett came back, aa Brigadier-General, 
and waa assigned to the command of our brigade, First Brigade 
of the First Division of the Ninth Army Corps. Every one, from 
the officers down to the privates, seemed glad to see him back ; all 
felt that they now had a permanent commander upon whonl they 
could rely and who would take an interest in them; one who 
would go with them in battle. They also felt proud that he had 
won the star while in command of the Fifty-Seventh, although the 
brigade had been in excellent hands while under the command of 
Colonel Gould, yet he was not looked upon as ita permanent 
commander. 



If General Bartlett had taken the division there is little 
doubt that it would have given aa much satisfaction to it, as did 
his command of the brigade. During his absence he had lost the 
music of the singing bullet, but soon learned it again. 

We quote a few extracts from a private letter written by him 
the day he joined : - 6 '  There are now six Massachusetts regiments 
and one Pennsylvania ir, the brigade, not numbering more than 
thirteen hundred men altogether, present for duty. If the regi- 
ments were filled up it would be one of the largest and best 
brigades in the army . . . . The brigade is in two lines of 
breastworks one hundred yards apart, in front of the enemy's 
works and within two hundred yards in some places. Brigade 
headquarters are two hundred and fifty yards in rear of the 
brigade. Division headquarters two hundred yards in rear of 
brigade (headquarters) . . . . The headquarters have to be 
protected by a stockade of logs against bullets, which are con- 
stantly coming through here. Four ofecers of the Fifty-Seventh 
have been hit since I got here -one killed, three very badly 
wounded, in the second line. Our stockade does not protect us 
against shells which fall in front and rear of us . . . . The 
bullets patter like rain a t  times against the outside of this 
stockade . . . . I t  is a continual rattle of musketry, sometimes 
swelling into a roar along the line, and varied with the artillery 
and mortal% . . . . People of the North who are enjoying 
themselves and thinking of nothing but making money, little 
appreciate what this brave army is enduring every day and hour 
for them, and how much more cheerful and hopeful they are than 
people a t  home. I wish some of them would come here and spend 
a weck, even back at my headquarters. They would not care to 
go down to the lines where the men are day and night fighting for 
their safety. I came over this morning and assumed command. 
Tomorrow I must go down and examine the lines, which is, of 
coarse, dangerous . . . . I shall not go there any oftener than 
neceseary, but it is my duty to visit them occasionally. To give 
you an idea of the firing that is going on constantly, I will count 
the shots in the next minute. I t  is more quiet than usual tonight. 
EQhcy-one and one heavy mortar shell, which burst in the air 



between here and eecond line, but eounded as if it were in the 
next tent. I have a good band at headquarters and it playe a t  
intervals through the day and evening, protected by a stockade. 
The 'rebe' have the benefit of it ae much as I do, but I can't 
help it ;  they favor ue with a band eometimee. ' Zip, prrrr' goee 
another bullet . . . . Bulleta flying very lively tonight." 

General Bartlett writee the next day, July 24th: . . . . 
I got back safely from the linee. Juet before I went there a I 

captain of the 56th and two lieutenante of the Fifty-Seventh were 
badly wounded by a ehell which fell and exploded where they 
were sitting. Lieutenant Bowman of the Fifty-Seventh cannot 
live. This makee eix offlcera of the Fifty-Seventh who have been 
killed or badly wounded eince I have been here. I t  is too bad. 
The firing hae not ceaeed since I wrote you laet; nor, indeed, 
since I got within sound of it. The bulleta are singing around 
my tent as usual. Spat ' - there goee one into a tree, making 
the bark fly ." 

Ordera were received on the 25th for an inepection and 
review the following day. The regiment was moved back to the 
second line and the work of cleaning rnuekete and brushing up 
clothing commenced. The facilities for doing with were very few, 
and the few hard to get, yet everyone did the'beet he could, and 
at 2 o'clock P.M. the brigade wae formed in line and passed in 
review before General Ledlie, General Bartlett commanding. 
The review took place some distance in rear of the line, beyond 
the reach of the enemy'e fire. General Bartlett remarked of it, 
" Did not make a very good appearance ; omcera, even of old 
regiments, ignorant." 

On the 21et of July, Napoleon B. McLaughlin wae appointed 
colonel of the Fifty-Seventh bfaeeachusetta to succeed General 
Bartlett, but did not join to take command until some time after. 
The regiment was commanded by Capt. (afterwards Maj. ) 
Albert Prescott from June 17th to July 30th. During all this 
time the firing wae kept up continually, the eame ae deecribed by 
General Bartlett, except that it was worse and far more de- 
structive in the front line of ride pita than back at brigade head- 
quartere, the casualties in the regiment being two ofRcers killed 
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and four wounded : Lieutenant Bowman and Lientenant Cheney 
killed, Lieutenante Goodwin, Cook, Royce and Kennay wounded. 
Five enlisted men killed and eighteen wounded. This from the 
one hundred and thirty left after the aseault of June l'ith, as 
followa : - 

Daniel Flynn, Pvt. CO. A (killed July 8th, 1864). 
George R. Hubbard, Pvt. CO. B (killed July 26th, 1864). 

Darby O'Brlen, Pvt. Co. F (killed July Ith, 1864, on plcket). 
Abner A. Leland, Pvt. CO. O (killed Jnne 22d, 1864). 

E. C. Rice, Pvt. Co. K (kllled June 22d, 1864). 

John T. Palmer, 
Calvln L. Brlgham, 
Myron D. Green, 
Daniel Hooley, 
Charles L. De Foee, 
Samuel Allman, 
A. H. Place, 
William Brown, 
Edward D. Geer, 
James O. Anderson, 

Corp. Co. B 
Pvt. ' 1  

1 6 I 6 

61  6 t 

Sargt. Co. C 
Corp. .' 

L L L. 

Pvt. " 

6' Co. H 
'I I I 

I 

George A. Roblneon, Pvt. Co. H 
Amoe Spregue, , a 1 6  

E. D. hIcFnrland, Sergt. Co. I 
John Oover, Pvt. L' 

Michael Dwyer, L1  ' 1 

\VilIiam McDaniela, " L 6 

Charlea L Danlele, Co. K 
Milo West, I, ( I  

(Died of wounds dug. 4th, 
1864) 

Captain Prescott, in the meantime, had been promoted to the 
rank of IIajor, to date from June lSth, 1864, in place of J. M. 
Tucker, who had been promoted to lieutenant-colonel, and 
Sergeant Albert Doty had been promoted to let lieutenant and 
appointed reginiental adjutant. 

The regiment now numbered less than one hundred men 
present for duty, with but five offlcere, Major Preacott, Lieuten- 
ante Barton, Doty, Reade and Andereon. 

While many found fault with General McClellan for inac- 
tivity, they now commenced to clamor that General Grant was 
too active. Eepecially did the Confederatea think so, for they 
were allowed no repose. Blows fell upon them, first from one 
point and then another, all of which were skilfully parried. At 
the same time the steady and persistent pressure that was brought 
to bear upon them began to dampen the enthusiasm with which 
they had commenced the opeuing operations of the war. The 
day of their brilliant victories had passed, and from all points 



well commanded and well dieciplined armiee were gradually cloe- 
ing around the heart and life of the Confederacy. Their suppliee 
were now growing short and their armies growing weaker, while 
the Federal euppliee eeemed inexhaustible and the armies never 
in finer condition. The hope of foreign interference looked Ieaa 
promking. They could not reasonably look for success except 
through a political division of the North. 

General Grant was' impatient of delay. Since the move- 
ment towards the Weldon railroad had not realized the success he 
had anticipated, he abandoned, for the time being, further 
morementa by the left fla& and oommenaed to make plans for a 
general and determined assault upon the enemy's works along the 
whole line ; but wse deterred from this, awaiting the result of a 
coup de main, which was in preparation in front of the Ninth 
Corps. I t  ie probably well that he was; for, while the latter 
reeulted in disaster to a single corps, the former would most 
undoubtedly have resnlted in a w o w  disaster to the whole army. 
In looking acrose the narrow space that eeparated the two armies, 
upon the euemy's works, it could be plainly seen that they were 
too stroug to be carried by direct assault. If they had beeu con- 
sidered eo at Cold Harbor, the conditions had in no wise been 
changed, except the works were much stronger and defended with 
a greater force of artillery. 

Men rpuy be as brave se the bronze statues of illustrious 
warriora might lead one to suppose; yet they are made of mortal 
fiesh and blood, which, when riddled with bullets, renders their 
brnrery of little practical value. If a direct assault wse desired, 
a fine opportunity was subsequently presented, which was not 
turned to advantage. 

Everyone knew that some enterprise was being conceived; 
the air wan full of it ant1 men in the trenches discussed it. Even 
the forebodings of nn approaching storm were wafted across to 
the enemy, -however, that was hardly strange. aa it had come to 
be nll storm to him. 

There were rtlrnors of mines and countermines. With oue in 
course of constri~ction within the lines of our own corps, it is 
rc~n:~rknble tllnt e\*cryone possessing Yankee inquisitiveness did 



not 5nd out all about it. The enemy could not be expected to 
5nd it out ae he wae in such ill temper over the colored troope 
that were facing him in the Ninth Corps, that he never allowed 
hostilitiee ill that direction to lag for a moment, and wae not in- 
clined to accept any civilities from that part of the line. I t  wae 
different along that portion oocupied by the other corps, and occa- 
sional lulle would take place along the picket lines, when papere 
would be exchanged and coffee traded for tobacco, but we never 
witnessed anything of that kind in front of the Ninth Corpe. We 
had no apologiee to make for the preeence of colored troops and 
no favor6 to ask. 

A demonetration wae made on the 26th (July) with the 
Second Corps under General Hancock and the cavalry under 
General Sheridan. to the north bank of the James, croseing by 
ponton bridgee at Deep Bottom. The cavalry was to operate 
againet Richmond, and if eucceseful, was to be supported by the 
Second Corps at Chapin's Bluff. In  case thie movement did not 
meet with eucceee in an attack, it might be the means of causing 
the withdrawal of a coneidel-able Confederate force in front of our 
troope inveeting Petereburg. All night of the 26th a long train 
of empty wagone was moved toward6 the right. The heavy 
rumble could be heard by the enemy who construed it into a 
contemplated attack in force upon their left flank. The ruee 
worked successfully. The infantry and cavalry croeeing, as 
above stated, made a dieplay of force, the caralry having a light 
engagement, capturing a battery of four twenty-pounder Parrott 
guns and some prisonere ; but upon further advance, the enemy 
was found intrenched in strong force. The Confederate linee in 
front of Petereburg had been coneiderably reduced to meet thie 
threatened attack. On the 29th a large portion of the Confeder- 
ate army had taken position on the north bank of the James in 
the vicinity of Chapin's Bluff. The Second Corps then rapidly 
countermarched and was ordered to take poeition in rear and to 
eupport the Ninth Corpe in an aseault upon Petereburg, which 
was to follow the exploeion of a mine that had been prepared in 
their front. Everything, up to thie point, had worked admirably 
and the commanding general had every reaeon to anticipate a 
brilliant victory. 



Before passing to the next chapter, we will panee to note 
once more the tremendoue lose which the Army of the Potomac 
had sustained eince the beginning of the campaign. 

I quote from 6' The Virginia Campaign of 1864 and 1865," 
by General Humphreye, Chief of Staff, A.P. : From May 4th to 
June 19th, including the Eighteenth Corpe at Cold Harbor and 
Petersburg, the total killed were 8,802 ; wounded, 40,518 ; miee- 
ing, 9,544 ; total killed, wounded and miseing, 58,864. Deduct- 
ing the killed, wounded and mieaing of the Eighteenth Corps 
(2,500), we h a ~ e  for the Army of the Potomac, 56,164 killed, 
wounded and missing. To these must be added the casualties of 
Sheridan on the Trevylian expedition, and of Wileon on hie raid ; 
that ie, 840 killed and wounded, and over 1,400 miwing; The 
losses of the infantry corps before Petersbnrg, from the 20th to 
the 30th of June, were not less than one thousand killed and 
wounded and two thoueand missing; making a total of the Army 
of the Potomac to that date of 61,400, and of killed and wounded 
nearly 50,000." 

Such were the appalling facts that stared us in the face when 
the Ninth Corps of that grand old army wae again called upon to 
make etill heavier sacrificee and face new but foreeeen dangers, 
in what all knew would prove a desperate and bloody affair. 



ALBERT PRESCOTT, 
ma). 67th XUB. 



CHAPTER IX. 

PETERSBURG MINE. 

E now approach one of the most tragic and saddest 
chapters in our whole history. We approach it ae 
an ant might survey a mountain. I t  has been 
written in hietory and told in story in so many 
different ways that to try and harmonize all the narra- 

s that have been given of it, would be like standing 
upon the summit of ancient Babcl, hoping to bring 

harmony out of the confusion of tongues. We beg, however, 
the reader's indulgence while describing it in our own way, as we 
saw it. We were there. We are not going to say that the Fifty- 
Seventh did any better than any other organization, only that the 
regiment performed ita duty and did not come out with dishonor. 
I t  has been our aim to avoid comparison, which will govern in 
this case. The historical facta leading to this battle are briefly 
described. 

I t  hae been previously stated that the opposing lines opposite 
the Ninth Corpe were drawn nearer together than upon any other 
portion. In some places the interval separating them was less 
than two hundred yards. The position of the Ninth Corps, there- 
fore, appeared to present more advantages for a direct aesault 
than any other. Opposite the centre of the Ninth Corpe, occu- 
pied by General Potter's division, where the lines ran very 
close together, the enemy had constructed a redan battery in a 
commanding position, which had been very active and annoying. 
In rear qf this battery was a crest or ridge of small hills, where 
Confederate infantry was intrenched and other batteries in posi- 
tion. Lieutenant-Colonel Pleasanta of the 48th Pennsylvania 
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conceived the idea of running a mine from the Ninth Corps 
intrenchmente, to terminate in a chamber under the fort, which was 
to be blown up with powder. This plan was submitted to General 
Potter, who carried it to General Burnside. The latter, after 
looking it over carefully, fully approved of it and laid it before 
General Meade for his consideration, who, after much hesitation, 
ga\-e it his approval. but did not express great contldence in it 
and never gave it his hearty support. However, under the feeble 
sanction he did give, work was commenced, under direction of 
Colonel Pleasanta, on the 25th of June. No mining tools were 
furnished and the work had to be prosecuted with ordinary picks 
and shovels. A main gallery had to be dug a distance of aboul 
five hundred feet. The earth thus removed wae carried out by 
the soldiem employed, in cracker boxes, and covered over with 
brush, to shield it from the observation of the enemy. The 
farther end of this gallery terminated in a chamber directly under 
the fort, from which two lateral galleries extended to the right 
and left, one thirty-seven and the other thirty-eight feet in length. 
The work was completed on the 27th of July, and eight thousand 
pounds of powder placed in the magazines under the fort. Four 
of these magazines were constructed in the lateral galleries, about 
equal distance from each other, and connected with small troughs 
filled with powder. Three lines of fuses were laid and everything 
was in readiness on the evening of July 28th. The fort towards 
which theee operations were directed, was a strong, bastioned 
work, known as Elliott's salient, and occupied by General Elliott's 
brigade of Confederate troops; the 18th and part of the 23d 
South Carolina regiments being in the n~ain works. This mining 
had not escaped the notice of the ever vigilant enemy. General 
Beauregad being then in command of that part of the enemy's 
trenches, had at first directed countermining, but this was subse- 
quently abandoned, as he was probably in some doubt as to the 
threatened point. Howeyer, he constructed interior trenches and 
redoubts in such a way that in case the Federals should make a 
lodgnient within the fort, a direct and enfilading fire of infantry 
and artillery could be brought to bear upon them, which proved 
to be the case. Mention is made of this for the reason that the 



prevailing opinion was that after having gained the crater, 
there remained no opposing Confederate force near at hand, 
and that it took some time before they could bring any to bear 
upon the advancing column of attack. This waa true only for 
the few momenta which it took for the enemy to recover from 
his surprise. 

When everything was ready for the aesault, the abatis and other 
obstructions in front of our own intrenchmenta were removed, allow- 
ing only a sumcient space for the passage of the charging column. 
At this time there arose'an embarrassing question between the Ninth 
Corps commander, General Burnside, and the commander of the 
Army of the Potomac, General Bfeade, as to the execution of the 
plans for the coming assault. The most important arrangements 
that General Burneide had taken much time and pains to perfect 
were set aside, and others substituted in place, of which the latter 
did not approve. The change was made so late that sufacient time 
could not be given to provide for their proper execution.. I t  
would appear from past as well aa present events that there 
was a lack of cordial harmony existing between the commander 
of the Army of the Potomac and the commander of the Ninth 
Corps. There had been an apparent friction between them from 
the very beginning of the campaign, which bemme more manifest 
a t  the time of which we are writing. Such feelings often have a 
marked influence upon important military movements, at a critical 
moment when unity and harmony of action are essential and 
absolutely necessary to insure success. To what extent this 
influence was felt in the present case one can only judge by the 
result. Any unfriendly or indifferent feeling of a commander 
towards one of his lieutenants is sure to appear in some form, and 
make its influence felt a11 down through the different grades, until 
it reaches the private soldier, who almost invariably shares the 
feelings of those nearest in touch with him. I t  is not within our 
province to discuss this question in a work like this. Mention is 
only made of it as showing that men in the ranks were sometimes 
made the unfortunate victims of the petty spites and jealousies of 

*In the report ~ubmltted bj General Meade he posltirelp drmled havlng inter- 
fered In any way with General Bumslde'a y l w  for trotlcal formatlona, except Lo 
dieapprove of putting the colored dlvislon In front. - J. A. 
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those in high command. Whether the plans as finally substituted 
were better or worse than the original, one thing was certain, 
General Bumeide was obliged to accept them. They &uld not 
have been more poorly executed. To give a better understanding 
of the situation, we quote from the History of the Ninth Army 
Corps," by Augustus Woodbury, t,he original plans of General 
Burneide, and also the modified ones by General Meade. As 
submitted by General Burnside : " 3fy plan would be to explode 
the mine just before daylight in the morning. or about five o'clock 
in the afternoon, mass the two brigades of the colored division in 
rear of my first line, in columns of division, double columns 
closed in mass,' the head of each brigade resting on the front 
line, and as soon as the explosion has taken place, move them 
forward with instructions for the divisions to take half distance. 
As soon as the leading regiments of the two brigades .pase 
through the gap in the enemy'e line, the leading regiment of the 
right brigade should come into line perpendicular to the enemy'e 
line, by the right companies on the right into line wheel, the left 
companies on the right into line, and proceed at once down the 
line of the enemy'e works as rapidly as possible ; and the leading 
regiment of the left brigade to execute the reverse movement to 
the left, moving up to the enemy's line. The remainder of the 
columns to move directly towards the crest as rapidly as possible, 
diverging in such a way as to enable them to deploy into columns 
of regiments, the right column making, as nearly as possible, for 
Cemetery Hill. These columns to be followed by the other 
divisions of this corps as soon as they can be thrown in. Thie 
would involve the necessity of relieving these divisions by other 
troops before the movement, and of holding columns of other 
troops in readiness to take our place on the crest in case we 
gained it and swept down it. I t  would, in my opinion, be advie- 
able, if we succeed in gaining the creet, to throw the colored 
division right into the town. There ie a necessity of co-operation, 
at least in the way of artillery, of the troops on our right and 
left. Of the extent of this you will necessarily be the judge." 

The tactical movements required by the foregoing plans 
would look very pretty upon an open fleld in a sham battle, but 



PSTEBBBURQ MINE. 171 

their execution over broken ground, cut up by deep trenches and 
with an intricate network of other obetmctions, carefully prepared 
for just such an occasion, would have been extremely dimcult, 
even had all the ofRcers in charge been present to conduct opera- 
tions in person; as many of them were not, the plane would 
undoubtedly have fallen through under the most favorable circum- 
etancee ; such was the opinion of General Meade. 

As far a0 the plane contemplated putting the colored division 
in the lead, they seemed quite reasonable. This division had 
suffered less than any of the others. It had been drilled for this 
special occasion, the men were full of mnfidence and anxious to 
demonstrate'the fact that they were equally ae brave and capable 
for such an undertaking as their white comradee; besidee, they 
were commanded by as brave a body of oficere as stood in the 
army. All were ambitioue to wipe out the long standing prejudice 
which exieted against the race. All the white divieions were 
greatly exhausted by constant marching and fighting from the 
beginning of the campaign, while the colored division was com- 
paratively freeh. 

As the time for assault approached, General Meade began to 
look upon it with more favor and to anticipate important reeulta. 
After diecuesing the matter with General Grant and General 
Burnside, he issued the following order on the 29th : - 

1. As soon as dark, Major-General Bnrnslde, commandlng Nlnth 
Corps, w111 wlthdraw hls two brigades under General White,* occnpy- 
ing the lntrenchmente between the plank and Norfolk roads, and brlng 
them to hls front. Care wlll be taken not to interfere with the troops 
of the Elghteenth Corps movlng into their posltlon in rear of the Nlnth 
Corps. General Burnslde will form hla troops for assanltlng the enemy's 
works at  dayllght of the SOth, prepare his parapets and abatls for the 
passage of the columns, and have the pioneers equlpped for work In 
openlng passages for srtlllery, destroying the enemy's ahatis, etc., and 
the Intrenching tools dlstrlbuted for  efectlng lodgments, etc. 

2. Major-General Warren, commandlng Plfth Corps, wlll reduce 
the number of hls troops holdlng the intrenchments of hls front to the 
minlmum, and concentrate all his available force on his rlght and hold 
them prepared to eupport the assault of Major-General Burnaide The 
preparations In respect to pioneers, lntrenchlng tools, etc., enjolned upon 
the Nlnth Corps, will also be made by the Plfth Corps. 

.Femro'r dlvlrlos, colored.- J. A. 



3. As soon ee I t  is dark Major-General Ord, commanding Elghteanth 
Corps, wlll relleve hie troops in the trenches by General Mott's division 
of the Second Corps, and form his corps in rear of the Ninth Corps, and 
be prepared to  upp port the aesault of Major-General Burnside. 

4. Every preparation wlll be made for movlng forward the field 
artillery of each corps. 

6. At dark Major-General Hancock, commanding the Second Corps, 
wlll move from Deep Bottom to the rear of the intrenchments now held 
by the Elghteenth Corpe, resume the command of Mott's divlslon and be 
prepared a t  daylight to follow up the assaulting and supportlng column, 
or for such other operation as may be found necessary. 

6. Major-General Sherldan, commandlug Cavalrg Corps, wlll pro- 
ceed a t  dark from the vlclnlty of Deep Bottom to Lee's Mill, and a t  day- 
light wlll move with his whole corps, inclndlng Wllson's dlrlslon, agalnst 
the enemy'e troops, defendlng Petereburg on thelr rlght, by the roads 
leading from the southward and westward. 

7. Major Duane, acting Chlef Engineer, wlll have the ponton 
tralns parked a t  convenlent points la the rear, prepared to move. He 
wlll see that supplles of sand bags, gablone, feeclnes, etc., are in depot, 
near the llnes, ready for use. He wlll detall englneer otecers for  each 
corps. 

8. At half past three in the morning of the SOth, Major-General 
Burnslde will spring hls mlne, and his assaulting columns wlll immedlately 
move rapldly upon the breach, selze the crest In rear, and effect a 
lodgment there. He wlll be followed by Major-General Ord, who wlll 
support hlm on the rlght, directing his movement to  the crest indicated, 
and by Major-General Warren, who will support him on the left. Upon 
the explosion of the mlne the artillery of all kinds in battery will open 
upon those points of the enemy's works whose flre covers the ground 
over which our columns must move, care being taken to avoid impedlng 
the progress of our troops. Speclal Inntructlona respecting the direction 
of the fire will be issued through the Chlef of Artillery. 

9. Corps Commanders wlll report t o  the Commanding General 
wheu thelr preparatlons are complete, and wlll advise him of erery 
step In the progress of the operation aud of everything lmportaut that 
occurs. 

10. Promptltude, rapldlty of execution and cordlal co-operatlon 
are essential to  euccess, aud the Cornmanding General 1s confident that 
thls lndlcation of his expectations wlll insure the hearty efforts of the 
commanders and troops. 

11. Headquarters durlng the operatlon wlll be at  the headquarters 
of the Nlnth Corps. 

By command of 
MAJORGENERAL MEADE. 

(Signed) S. WILT~UMS, 
Asststant Adjutant-Qer~eral. 



This is silent upon the order for the tactical formation of the 
Ninth Corps, the details of which were left to General Burnside, 
with the restrictions that we have noted, viz. : That the colored 
division he excluded from leading the assault, and the tactical 
movements to the right and left not to be undertaken. General 
Meade being emphatic upon one point, namely: To ' 6  lose no 
time after passing through the crater in seizing the crest beyond, 
known as Cemetery Hill." To the eye of a military expert this 
was the real key to the situation. Experience of coming eventa 
demonstrated the sound judgment of General Meade in repeating 
the order : " Lose no time in making formations, but rush for the 
crest." The apprehension that by so doing would expose the 
assaulting column to attack from flank and rear were provided for 
by instructions that the divisions to follow, would bear to the right 
and left. The detailed instructions given by General Meade to 
General Burnside were verbal, and approved by Genera1 Grant. 
We were of the opinion then, and we are of the same opinion now, 
that had the plans of General Burnside or those of General Meade 
been faithfully executed with promptnese, either would have 
resulted in success. The plans of the latter weiw simpler, more 
easy of execution and leas liable of complication, while those of 
the former depended upon everything working in mechanical 
order, like the works of a clock; any failure of a part would 
have thrown the whole machinery out of gear, and would hare 
consumed more time in their execution. In either case time was 
the most essential feature, the very essence of success." 

In his testimony before the committee on the conduct of the 
war, General Meade said: "The only objection I intended to 
make to his plan was to the use of the colored troops in advance." 
I t  is believed in this that he meant the general plan and not the 
minor details to which reference ha8 been made. Another objec- 
tion made by General Meade, as he says, to putting the colored 
troops in advance was, " if it should prove a failure it would then 
be said, and very properly, that we were shoving those people 
ahead to get killed because we did not care anything about them, 
but that cannot be said if we put white troops in front." There 
is no doubt but that at that time, even in the light of preceding 
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eventa, there was a lingering doubt in the minds of both General 
Grant and General Meade ae to the reliability of colored troop8 
in an affair involving such important issues. 

After a protracted consultation with General Meade, General 
Burnside finally, July 29th, sent for hie three commanders of the 
white divieione and gave them detailed instructions, verbally, for 
the coming movements; he then allowed them to draw lots to 
determine which divieion ehould lead in making the aesault. The 
lot fell to our own, the First Division. I t  has been said, and 
truthfully, too, that this was unfortunate, the reflection not bear- 
ing upon the character of the men compoeing the division, but 
the peculiar eccentricities, heretofore described, of its commander. 
I t  certainly seems that by thie time these should have been known 
by one higher in authority, rind with thie knowledge hie own 
eound judgment should have dictated a different course than that 
of coneigning the most important part, of thie most important 
affair, to the hands of the least competent of 811 the division com- 
manders in the whole army. 

Baaed upon his understanding of General Meade's verbal 
instructione, General Burnside, on the 29th, issued the following 
order governing the movement8 of the Ninth Corps : - 

1. The mloe wlll be exploded tomorrow morning at  half past three, 
by Colonel Pleasants. 

2. Geueral Ledlle will, lmmedlately upon the exploeton of the mlne, 
move his dlvlslon forward, as dlrected by verbal orders, and if possible, 
crown the crest a t  the point known as Cemetery Hill, occupying, if 
possible, the cemetery. 

3. General Wtlcor will move his dlvlslon forward a s  soon ae 
possible after General Ledlle has passed through the flrst llne of the 
enemy's works, bearlng off to the left, so as to effectually protect 
the left flank of General Ledlle's column, and make a lodgment, 
if possible, on the Jerusalem plank road to the left of General Ledlle's 
dlvision. 

4. General Potter wlll move hi8 dlvlslon forward to the rlght 
of General Ledlle's dlvlslon, and \Vlll, as near as possible, protect the 
rlght flank of General Ledlie from any attack on that quarter, and 
establish a llne on the crest of a ravlne, which seems to run from the 
crest of Cemetery Hi11 nearly at  rlght anglee to the enemy's maln llne 
directly In our front. 
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6. Geneml Ferrero wlU move hla dlvialon lmmedlately after General 
Wilcox'e until he reachee our present advanced llne, where he wlll remdn 
until the ground in hle front L entlrely cleared by the other three divl- 
elons, when he will move forward. over the eame ground that General 
Ledlle moved over, will paes through our line, and if poeelble move 
down and occupy the village to the r l~h t .  

This order appears plain enough, yet the frequent repetition 
of the words L b  if possible " had a tendency to weaken it. Such 
important oldere should admit of no " ifs," but be positive all the 
way through. I t  would have had greater force if he had added, 
that divieion and brigade commandere should accompany their 
commands in person, and be held strictly responsible for the prompt 
and faithful execution of the order. A timid commander is a lway~ 
sure to take advantage of any implied doubt as to the possibility 
of executing it, where great danger ie involved. 

Late in the evening of the 29th the ordere were received a t  
the front by regimental and company commandere of the Firet 
Division, directing them to get ready to move, at a moment's 
notice, and that this division was to be the leading one in making 
the assault upon the enemy's works in our front. The order was 
given under cover of secrecy, that it should be withheld from the 
enlisted men ; however, this was impossible, as they had received 
an inkling of it before, and the order to get ready to move revealed 
to them just about as much as the oatlcere knew, ae no detailed 
plan of operations had been given to company commanders. 
Never shall we forget that night of waiting. All the ottlcers of 
the regiment who were present with it, assembled at headquartere 
to discuss the matter. The dark shades of night surrounding 
us seemed but the forebodings of a darker shadow with the 
approaching light of coming day. In this group of ofRcere were 
Major Preecott, Lieutenante Barton, Doty, Reade and Anderson. 
While looking into the trenches only about ninety men were 
present to answer another call to duty out of what, but three 
months before, was a splendid regiment. Ae the night wore on 
we were joined by Captain Dresser who had been absent from the 
regiment as Acting Ordnance OfRcer. Learning that we were 
again going into action, he had asked to be relieved from a posi- 



tion that offered him security from danger, in order to join his 
company in the coming battle. In the promotion of Captain 
Prescott to major, he had been passed over in rank, yet that mat- 
tered not to him. He was willing and anxious, to perform his 
duty, even under one who had formerly been his junior in rank. 
The hours wore on with little or no sleep. Lieutenant Barton 
was the Mark Tapley of the party, with an unlimited supply of 
funny stories suitable for all occasions, while with frequent, deep- 
drawn sighs, Major Preecott would ask : " I wonder where we 
will all be at this time tomorrow night 3 " and then add, If it were 
not for thinking of my family, who are dependent upon me, I 
could be as light hearted as the rest of you." 

We were all glad when the order finally came. The regiment 
quietly drew out of the trenches and marched off to the place 
appointed for making the assault, where the men were ordered to 
lie down and remain silent. The division formed in column with 
the Second Brigade in front, closely followed by the First, to 
which the Fifty-Seventh belonged. The doomed fort could be 
dimly eeen through the darkness, about one hundred yards in 
front. Ita garrison rested in fancied security from the hated 
'6 Yanks," little drenming that just beneath them was a mine of 
eight thousand pounds of powder to which the lighted match was 
soon to be applied. We waited long and anxiously, watching for 
the curtnin to rise which wae to dieclose one of ~e grandest 
tragedies of the war,- waited with beating hearts and bated 
breath, and yet no sign of the expected eruption. The momenta 
seemed long and the waiting tedioue, eyes weary with watching 
gradually closed in sleep, while the gray light of early dawn came 
silently creeping up from the eastern horizon. Suddenly there 
came a heavy rumble that made the ground tremble, followed by 
a deep boom ; quickly jumping to our feet we saw a black moun- 
tain of enrth and smoke rising, carrying cannon, caissous, camp 
equipage and human bodies in one confused mass, about two 
hundred feet in the air, where it poised for a second, and as it 
eettled back, looked a8 if it would bury the troops which were 
formed for the charge. 



The spectacle waa one of appalling grandeur. As the echoee 
died away upon the morning air, all the heavy gune along the 
line, mortam and field pieces, opened a terrific fire upon the 
enemy's batteries in order to silence them. The heavy roar of 
artillery ehook the ground for miles around. For some minutes 
the leading division stood in motionless silence, awaiting orders 
from ita chief to advance. He waa not present to give directions, 
but in a secure place in' rear. Finally General Bartlett eteyped 
to the front and commanded, 6 '  Firet Brigade, forward," and a 
few minutes before tlve, the brigade moved forward with General 
Bartlett leading. As we approached the Second Brigade that wae 
also put in march by its commander, Colonel Marshall, the two 
went rapidly forward into the crater formed by the explosion of 
the mine, becoming intermingled so that from that time it became 
impoesible ,to eeparate them. The Fimt Divieion had been 
ordered to pueh directly through the crater to the creet about Bve 
hundred yards beyond. Upon reaching the ecene of the explosion 
the picture presented was one of denth and confueed destruction, 
which for the moment, eeemed to paralyze our own men. There 
were mangled, human bodies ecattered among the ruins; men 
partly buried, eome with heads eticking out, etill alive, and plead- 
ing to be extricated from their painful positions, arms and lege 
were seen protruding and wriggling in silent appeal for the release 
of the bulied bodies to which they belonged. About two hundred 
and fifty men of Pegram'e battery were scattered through the 
wreck. The place where this frowning fort once stood was now 
converted into a huge crater about one hundred and sixty feet 
long, sixty wide and about twenty-five deep, and looked like the 
mouth of a volcano, with the cloud of emoke and duet hanging 
over it. 

For the time being the inetincta of humanity were the first 
consideration, and another delay was made while the unfortunate 
victims were being reecued from living graves. During the ad- 
vance only scattering infantry flre whs directed upon the attack- 
ing force, which did little, if any, execution. The sudden ehock 
of this explosioll had the effect of striking the enemy with fear 
and astonishment. They knew not what other exploeione were to 



follow this. As our troops poured into theIcrater, they could be 
seen running from their front line of intrenchmenta rapidly to the 
rear. For several hundred yards to our right we could eee their 
etrong worke almost deserted. We were not in a position to 
observe the condition of affaim to the left, but thie was, moet 
assuredly, the supreme moment for prompt and reeolute action. 
If, for at least an hour after we reached the crater, a front attack 
had been made upon the main l i e  of Confederate intrenchmente, 
it would have met with very little opposition. 

The First Division waa wasting precious time when it should 
hare been moving forward; not only this, bat it blocked the 
movementa of the other divisione, which were following with 
great difRculty. The obstructions in front of our line of intrench- 
menta had not been removed, except a narrow space just euiilcient 
to allow the attacking force to file through, and none in front of 
the enemy's works, except thoee deetroyed by the explosion of 
the mine. Each brigade, as it approached, crowded with the Firet 
Division into the already over-crowded crater. After considera- 
ble delay, the First Division was pushed to the farthermost eide 
towards the crest, which it had been ordered to seize ; but by this 
time the enemy had recovered from his surprise, and war, gathering 
hie forces to resist an advance from the crater in any direction. 
Their men were returning to the trenches, and heavy gum, with 
mortare, were being brought t~ bear upon the crowded Federal 
troops in the crater. The musketry fire, which at first waa 
scattering, was constantly increasing, with deadly effect. The 
crest in our front waa now occupied by a strong force, while the 
batteries etatioued there were delivering a raking fire. Leaving 
barely enough men to hold their intrenchmente, all others, with 
all the artillery they could use, were concentrated upon the small 
epace into which the Ninth Corps had become huddled. I t  was a 
veritable leaden rain and iron hail." Our own troope were eo 
crowded that only thoee who stood in front could use their arms 
to advantage. Brigade commandere were vainly struggling to 
get their commands out of the crater, where they could exercise 
some control over them, but all semblance of organization had 
become lost nnd men hnd to be taken out in groups by their 



oflicere, who endeavored to effect a formati~u outside. In a few 
instances this was done under a heavy fire, and the brigades, 
composed of fractions of different regiments, went forward only 
to encounter the advancing troops of the enemy and were driven 
back in disorder. 

By this time every attempt made by the First Division to 
advance was met by a withering fire which caused the men to 
again seek shelter. The fact was that neither offlcers or men 
knew what was expected of them. The cause of all rested 
with the commanding general of the First Division, who, instead 
of going forward with his command, was in a bomb-proof fifty 
yards in rear of the point from which the charge wae made, and 
had not intrusted either of his brigade' commanders with the 
control of the division, or given them proper instructiom. The 
division was simply there, a mass of brave men without orders 
and without a head,. I t  had been wound up like an automatic 
machine, set in motion, launched through the deadly breach and 
left to run down without any h n d  to guide it. If the order 
which General Meade had reiterated with so much em'phasis, viz : 
"To rush at once for the crest," been strictly carried out, it 
would haye cleared the way for the troops that followed and 
prevented all confusion. 

Nothing could be accomplished until the First Division had 
performed its part ; without that, all movements that were made 
to the right or left exposed their flanks to attack. Every omcer 
from colonel down to second lieutenant wae giving order8 of some 
kind, most of them being contradictory. Some frantically com- 
manded " forward," others L L  halt and intrench," while others 
were desperately screaming give way to the right " (or left). 
I t  was a typical Bedlam. Our gallant brigade commander, 
General Bartlett, had hie artificial leg crushed early in the engage- 
ment and was now lying back in the crater as helpless as the 
buried Confederates around him. I t  was entirely useless to 
attempt to push this disorganized force against the enemy's 
lines and batteries. The greater the number the greater the 
disadvantage. 
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The Third Division (General Wilcox'e) followed the First ; I 
the leading brigade became engulfed in the crater, but the second 
moved to the left and gained poeeeesion of eome portion of the 
enemy's intrenchments. The Second Division (General Potter's) 
moved forward by the flank, and when in the vicinity of the mine 
General Gri5n's brigade formed line and bore off to the right, 
eupported by the brigade of Colonel Bliee, capturing about two 
hundred yards of rifle pita and advancing beyond in the direction I 
of the crest. The advantage gained was only temporary. I t  
was dii3cult to make headway against the intricate works. Ob- 
stacles of all kinde were encountered - pointed etakee, traverses, I 
covered ways and ditches, which were bravely defended at every 
step. The time hiid passed when anything could be gained 
except by the most deeperate fighting. About two hours after I 

the flrst assault was made, the Fourth Division (colored) wae 
eent in with orders to "rush for the crest." Its commander, 
instead of having it ready to move, had it crowded in the covered 
way leading to the advanced line, and it was about eight o'clock 
before it could file out. I t  went forward with great impetuosity, 
but a large part of it crowded into the crater, where it only 
added to the confusion. Their omcers worked heroically to lead 
them off to the right and partially succeeded. The First Brigade, 
under Colonel Sigfried, made a most gallant attack. The 43d 
U.S. Colored Troops attacked the intreuchmente, capturing about 
two hundred prisoners, a stand of colors and recapturing a stand 
of National colors that had been lost by a white regiment. The 
Second Brigade (colored), under Colonel Thomas, was considera- 
bly broken in getting through, and only fragments of it were led 
to the attack, which, after suffering a heavy loss, were d r i~en  
back and eventually took refuge in the crater, which seemed like 
n mighty whirlpool, whose suction drew in and engulfed all who 
came near it, although there was no music of sirens to entice 
them there to meet their doom, or council of Circe to guide them 
beyond. 

We have now all of the Ninth Corps in and around the cra- 
ter, then the Eighteenth was ordered in. After deeperate work two 
brigades succeeded in gaining the intrenchments to the right, but 



were unable to hold them and were finally driven out and back to 
our own lines. 

After considerable time had been wasted by the First 
Division, orders flually came for them to push forward to the 
crest, but by that time the enemy wae there in force, with troops 
forming to the right, left and front for the attack. Every attempt 
to move forward to the crest was repulsed and the troops driven 
back again to the crater. Major Prescott made an attempt to 
collect the regiment and move forward in obedience to orders, 
but was killed while leading. Captain Dresser took his place, but 
was killed almost immediately after. Captain Howe, being a 
staff otacer of the brigade, made a gallant attempt to lead it in a 
oharge on the crest. Mounting the extreme outer ridge of the 
crater in face of the enemy, who was now advancing in force, he . 
waved his sword for the brigade to follow, but fell back almost 
instantly, shot through the heart. This charge by the enemy was 
repulsed by the First Division, which now ceased further attempte 
to advance and inetelld of being the assailante became the 
defendante. Charge succeeded charge until the enemy effected a 
lodgment within a few feet of our men who still held the ruined 
fort, so near we could almost reach each other with the bayonet. 
We h ~ d  no semblance of an organization. Whites and blacks 
were squeezed so tightly together that there waa hardly standing 
room. Even many of those killed mere held in a standing position 
until jostled to the ground. The dead were being trodden upon 
and the wounded trampled to death. No pen can accurately 
portray the awful horrors of that scene of carnage. The mind 
gete bewildered in making the attempt. 

Cannon to right of them, 
Cannon to left of them, 
Cannon behind them, 
Volley'd and thonder'd." 

I t  was one seething cauldron of struggling, dying men. 
Shells were falling and exploding in our midst, making frightful 
havoc, while the driving storm of nlusketry at close range was 
simply murderous. Some struggled desperately to flnd a place of 
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security, othere vainly endeavored to free themselves so they 
could uee their muskets in making some show of resistance. 

About the time Howe fell, Lieutenante Barton and Anderson 
were wounded. We still clung to the hope that the tide of battle 
would turn in our favor. We could not believe that we had been 
elltirely abandoned in this dark pit, in this mouth of an infernal 
Golgotha, to continue such a hopeless struggle alone. We could 
not give up the hope but that this terrible pressure would soon be 
relieved by that large force we saw massed for our support as we 
moved forward early in the morning. Could it be possible that 
fifty thousand brave men were to remain idle witnesses to this 
brutal slaughter? I t  seemed hard to believe what but a short 
time before had given such bright promise of success was fast 
sinking behind such a black cloud of horrible disaster. 

For at least an hour after the division entered the crater, 
it wse believed by those who were in a position where they could 
see, that one gallant and determined assault from our main lines 
of intrenchments upon those of the enemy would have carried 
everything; as their force was still weakened by the absence of 
the troops that had been sent north of the James. The attention 
of all that remained was directed upon the Ninth Corps in the 
crater. If a direct rrssault had ever been contemplated, this 
presented a better opportunity than had ever existed before or 
ever would again. 

How often we turned and looked anxiously towards our lines 
only to be disappointed. Towards noon the Confederate troops 
that had been sent to the north bank of the James to meet the 
threatened attack heretofore referred to, were beginning to ap- 
proach and forming to deliver the flnal, terrible blow that shut 
out the last ray of hope. We were left in the shambles for the 
slaughter that was steadily increasing. About this time General 
Meade directed a suspension of hostillties and the withdrawal of 
the troops to our own lines fi whenever" the order said, b L  it could 
be done with security." 

I t  was easy to suspend hostilities, but it was not easy to 
withdraw the troops from the crater to our own lines, as the 
enemy had placed guns and infantry in position, which continued 



a raking, enfilading fire across the inte~~ening space over which 
the retiring force would have to paas. It seemed almost sure 
death to undertake it. 

As the fire of the Federal batteries slackened under the order 
to suspend hostilities, that of the Confederates coutinued with 
increased fury. The crater, and the space separating it from 
our lines, became the focus upon which all the fire, that could be 
brought to bear, wae concentrated. 

Soon after noon General Burnside sent an order to withdraw 
to our own linee. We saw General Bartlett sitting upon aome old 
loge that had formerly been uaed in the construction of the fort, 
who said further resistance waa useless, that it meant simply 
murder, and gave instructions that such 86 wished to take the 
risk of getting back could do so, as he should be forced to Bur- 
render. Not fancying the idea of accepting the hospitalities of a 
Confederate prison with a shattered arm, we took the risk and 
succeeded in getting out. I t  ie unnecessary to say that we moved 
with the greatest alacrity and were not long in crowing this 
interval. The ground was being ploughed up with shot and shell 
while a perfect tornado of musket balls swept acmes with deadly 
effect. I t  was passing under a cloud of smoke and " pillar of 
fire," the ground was strewn with the dead and dying over which 
we had to leap. Others were attempting to make their way out, 
and men were falling at every step. 

Soon after we left the surrender waa made and the curtain 
fell upon a tragedy of blunders, summed up thus : .The conception 
was excellent in every respect, but when it came to the execntion, 
that wse intrusted to the commander of the Army of the Potomac, 
who intrusted it to the commander of the Ninth Corprr, he, in turn, 
to division commanders, and the latter passed it on to brigade 
commanders without adequate instructions, the authority weakening 
as it descended. The farther one went to the rear the more m k  
was to be found and more gaudy uniforms ; moving back aa far as 
Washington, ofacere could be found arrayed like L 6  Solomon in all 
his glory." There were the brave ones who were always ready to 
tell just how things ahodd be done. There must have been some 
fearful old struggles in the city of Washington during the war 
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that overahadowed all that the Army of the Potomac oould have 
done. The privations and sufferings of those who had only hotel 
food to eat, champagne to drink and soft beds to sleep on, must 
have been terrible. We heard of one valiant brigadier-general 
who before leaving his beloved State, formulated plans for 

crushing the rebellion." He led an impetuous charge on 
Willard's Hotel, carried it by storm and planted his colol-s on the 
battlements, where he kept them proudly and defiantly floating 
until the last shot of the war had been fired. This was indeed a 
poat of great danger, for the projectiles that float around licensed 
hotels cause ' L  many brave boys tb fall." No congressional vote 
of thanks or other reward, save a poor brevet, did this brave 
omcer receive, while others skulked off to the front just to be shot. 
It is the general impreseion among those not familiar with battle 
formations that the generals always lead and do the bulk of fight- 
ing, the same ae the ancient Greeks and Trojans. If the forma- 
tions of modern times could be reversed there would be fewer 
battles and fewer casualties. 

The general directions to govern the crater engagement were 
sent by staff officers from the general commanding, whose head- 
quartere were in a shady grove about a mile in rear, where he 
could see nothing personally of what was going on, but depended 
for information upon reports that were brought to him. . 

General Grant subsequently stated that he went to the front 
as early as six o'clock and then observed that the opportunity of 
gaining a success had passed. At that time and for more than 
an hour after, there is little doubt but the troops could have been 
withdrawn with small loss had the attempt been made. Before 
the flnal surrender the enemy had approached and delivered his 
fire at such close rauge upon the mass of crowded men as to 
b u n  with powder smoke those who stood in front. The left 
wing of the regiment, with the color guard and colors, sur- 
rendered. 

The night not only brought darkness, but such sorrow and 
gloom as had never been felt before. We had seen the regiment 
very nearly annihilated and had lost friends we dearly loved. In 
the loss of the coloi-s our pride had been humiliated, yet we felt a 



consciousness that the brave men who were with the Fifty-Se~enth 
that day had done all, under t.he circnmstancea, that brave men 
could do. Looking back at it over the pages of history, we are 
unable to see anything on the part of the regiment that we are 
not proud to place on record ; not one skulked or ran away, but 
all stood up manfully and faced death in obedience to orders and 
in the discharge of duty. They would have charged the crest in 
the first instance had any ofacer in authority been there to lead 
them or give the necessary orders. The responsibility of failure 
did not rest with those who participatect in the engagement, either 
white or black, but those who weie charged with the management. 
Men who freely give their lives can do no more. 

The Fifty-Seventh Maesachusette lost in this engagement 
three oi3cers killed, two wounded and one missing. The killed 
were Maj. Albert Prescott, Capts. George H. Howe and E. T. 
Dresser. Lieuts. George E. Barton and John Anderson wounded 
and Lieut. John Reade missing. Forty-five (45) enlisted men 
killed, wounded and missing, viz. : - 

KILLED. 

Dwlght D. Allen, let Sergt. Co. H. 
Henry Day, Pvt. Co. C. 

George W. Foster, Pvt., Co. A. 
Thomas Mara, ,, 6, 

Adam Petty, I ‘  ,, 
Willlam J. Roper, 
Charles F. Paddock, I t  Co. B. 
Charles T. Randall, " " 
Danlel O'Keefe, " Co. D. 
Benjamln O'Brien, " 
James G. Powers '' CO. C (dled of wounds Aug. 2d, 1864). 
Rufus G. Farnsworth, Sergt. Co. F. 
George F. Sablne, Pvt. Co. F. 
Dennis Donaven, Co. Q. 
Charles Wright, Co. I. 
Mlchael Cadlgan, Co. K (dled of wounds Aug. 6th, 1864). 
Albert W. Howe, L L  (dled of wounds July SOth, 1864). 
Charlee A. Lewls, 
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MIBBMO. 

George H. Parks, Sergt. Co. A (dled at  Annapolis, Md., Sept. lQth, 
1864). 

Lave11 F. Hull, Pot. Co. A (dled a t  Danville, Va., Noi. Both, 1864, 
prleoner of war). 

H. A. Wilson, Sergt. Co. A (taken prisoner). 
Hosea Warren, Pot. Co. A (dled a t  Danvllle, Va., Oct. let, 1864, 

rebel prison). 
Martln Klely, Pvt. Co. B (dled a t  Danvllle, Va., Jan. 6th, 1866, 

rebel prison). 
Jerry Sullivan, Pvt. Co. B (prisoner of war). 
Edward Terrell, 1 6  I I 

Hynes Wilson, I b  Co. C (died a t  Danvllle, Va., Dec. l?th, 1864, 
prisoner of war). 

Michael Powers, Pvt. Co. C (died a t  ~auvl l l e .  Va., Nov. Blst, 
1864). 

James U. Cobleigh, Pvt. Co. D (dled of wounds July SOth, 1864 ) 
Batt Finn, Pvt. Co. E. 
Thomas Hughes, L b  

Thomas N. Welch, I t  

Edwin Colllne, " 
Mlchsel Miles, " Co. F. 
Frank Lalley, Co. GI. 
Davld B. Curtis, a '  

Angustns Champney, Pvt. Co. Ci (died from wounds a t  Richmond, 
Va., Ang. 6th, 1864). 

William C. Park, Sergt. Co. H (dled Jan. 81st, 1865, a t  Danville, 
v a .  ) 

Willlam Connelly, Sergt. Co. H. 
Daniel A. Leonard, Pvt. Co. H (died Sept. Qth, 1864, a t  Danville, 

Va.) 
Andrew Murry, Pvt. Co. H. 
John Ryan, Pvt. Co. H. 
Willlam F Howard, Pvt. Co. I (died Feb. BSd, 1866, a t  Danvllle, 

Va.) 
F.  M. Harrington, Pvt. Co. K. 
Stephen H. Phelps, Pvt. Co. K (dled at  AndersonviUe, Qa., Aug. 

Beth, 1864). 
Benjamin A. Shear, Pvt. Co. K. 

Of the twenty-seven tha t  were of33ciaUy reported ns missing, 
many were killed who could not  be seen in the confusion of 
battle, therefore their names were placed on the list of mieeing, 
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until later it waa aecertained that they were either killed or died 
of wounds. 

The total loes reported by General Meade waa 4,400 killed, 
wounded and mieeing. A tabular etatement eubmitted by the 
medical department plaoes it a t  419 killed, 1,679 wounded and 
1,910 miesing. All but about one hundred belonged to the Ninth 
Corps. The Confederate loee wae not much over one thousand. 
The proportion of of6ce1.e killed and wounded wae unueually 
large. The Fifty-Seventh lost six out of seven offlcers, and 
forty-flve out of ninety-one enlisted men, leaving only forty-eix 
enlisted men in the regiment, commanded by Lieut. Albert Doty. 
The description here given and the opinione expressed are baed  
upon pereonal knowledge. The affair wss too inflelibly impreeeed 
upon the minds of all who were there ever to be forgotten. As 
we always like to look upon both sidee of euch important matbre, 
we beg to quote a very vivid description giren by Gen. Fitzhugh 
Lee, nephew of Gen R. E. Lee, in a book which he hae recently 
written. Thie givee the Confederate view of it : - 

"Lee head what had been done at eix A.M. and promptly 
took steps to retake the position and eent a staff ofacer for h o p e  
to do it, and took a commanding position about fire hundred 
yards in rear of the crater. Beauregard waa already there and 
eoon Mahone, with two brigades, Weieeger'e and Wright's, 
arrived and formed in a ravine in rear of the crater. The 
Virginia, brigade had formed for the attack and the Georgia 
troops were in the act of forming, when suddenly Lieut.401. 
John A. Brose, of the 3let U.S. Colored Troops, sprang upon the 
creet of the crater, waving a flag and calling for hie men to 
follow him. General Weieeger, commanding the Virginia brigade, 
saw him, and thinking hie poeition would be aesailed determined 
to move first and appealed, he says, to Captain Girardy, of 
Mahone'e staff, to give the order, for he had been directed by 
Mahone to wait until he or Girardy ordered him forward. The 

'order wae given and the lines were captured by a moet gallant 
charge. The crater remained crammed with human beings, liring 
and dead, into which huge missiles from mortars were bursting. 
The Georgia brigade advanced and attempted to dislodge the 
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Union troops in the lines south of the crater, but failed. Later 
the Alabama brigade came up, when a general assault by these 
and other troops on the lines upon either side of the crater was 
m d e ,  and everywhere successfully. Just then a white handker- 
chief on the end of a ramrod waa projected above the crater in 
token of the surrender of the men there. Altogether it was a 
horrible affair; and what promised, Grant. said, to be the most 
successful assault of the campaign, terminated in dieaster, a dis- 
aster iu which the Federals lost four thousand men . . . . Fifty 
thousand troops were ready to support it but proper debouches 
had not been prepared." 

Gen. R. E. Lee, in writing of it, said: I sent General 
Mahone with two. brigades of Hill's Corps, who charged into them 
handsomely, recapturing the intrenchments and guns, twelve 
stands of colors, seventy-three omcers, including General Bartlett, 
his staff, three colonels and eight hundred and fifty enlisted men.. 
There were upward of five hundred of his dead unburied in the 
trenches, among them many omcers and blacks." 

General Bartlett writes in a private letter of his experience : 
&'We rushed across the open field. I got up to the enemy's 
works about as soon as anyone, got into the crater, took the first 
and second lines of the enemy, held them until after one, when 
we were driven hack by repeated charges. I fougbt them for an 
hour after they held the whole line, excepting the crater where we 
were, their flag within seven feet of ours across the works. They 
threw bayonets and bottles on us, and we returned, for we got 
out of ammunition. At last to save further slaughter, there being 
no hope of our beiug rescued, we gave it up. The crater during 
that day I shall never forget. A shell knocked down a boulder of 
clay on my wood leg and crushed it to pieces, killing the man next 
me. I surrendered to General bfahone." 

It was a day of intense heat. The unburied dead lay be- 
tween the lines exposed to the hot rags of the sun until the second 
day after the battle, when they were buried upon the field under a 
flag of truce. 

The body of Captain Howe was the only one recovered. 
That waa brought out before the surrender and taken to the City 

%hould be nlnetwn hundred and ten. J. A. 



Point hoepital where it wae embalmed and forwarded to his rela- 
tivee in Moneon, Mase., for burial. The burial service was oon- 
ducted by the Masonic fraternity, of which he wae a member. 
The funeral was to have been held in the Methodiet Church to 
which he belonged, but the aseembled multitude was so great that 
not one-tenth of them could gain admimion, hence the ceremony 
was held in the open air. I t  was a beautiful Sunday in Auguet. 
The people for miles around the country came flocking in to pay 
their last tribute of respect to hie memory, as hie remains were 
placed at reet eurrounded by the peaceful hille of hie native town. 
Captain Howe wae born in Moneon. We knew him well and 
intimately from early l ie .  We had been boys together and grew 
up together and were always staunch friende. We clung to him 
ae to an older brother and knew his worth as no one elee. No man 
ever put on the uniform of a eoldier with a loftier senee of duty 
than he. His whole heart and ~ o u l  were in the cause of hie 
country. He was educated in the academy at Wilbraham, Mass., 
aud when the war broke out wae a young man holding a lucrative 
poeition as teacher in one of the educational institutions in Can- 
ada. Although in a foreign country he wae enthusiastic and loyal 
to hie native land. Reeigning his position there he came home to 
Monson 'and enlisted, at  the age of twenty-three, in Company G 
of the 46th Massachusette, and was elected 1st Lieutenant. 
After having been mustered out by reason of expiration of hie 
term of aervice he again offered hie services and wae appointed 
2d Lieutenant in the Fifty-Seventh Maseachueetta, Nov. 2d, 
1863, and went to Palmer, where he helped to fill the quota 
of that town and eeveral others, helping to raise a Company, 
E, which wae mustered in as the fourth company to com- 
plete ite complement, Jan. 25th, 1864, and was appointed ite 
captain. Soon after taking the fleld in Virginia he wae appointed 
assistant inepector-general on the etaff of the brigade comman- 
der, which position he held at the time he wae killed. He was 
regarded as rery capable and emcient. He believed that duty 
came before everything else, and while he was always rigid in the 
strict compliance of orders, he wae just ae rigid in exacting it of 
othere who were under him. He sealed his devotion to the cause 
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of his country with his life. No higher testimony of his worth 
can be offered. I t  fills the measure of all eloquence in eulogy to 
say of him that he died for his country and flag upon the field of 
battle with hie face to the foe. 

Captain Edeon T. Dresser, who was also killed in thii 
engagement, was a native of Stockbridge, Mass. He left college 
early in the war to answer the call of his country for the services 
of her patriotic eons. At the age of twenty-three he enlisted in 
Company F, of the 49th Massachusetts, wae elected 1st Lieutenant 
and participated with that regiment, under command of our own 
Colonel, the gallant Bartlett, in the campaign and several engage- 
menta around Port Hudson. He was mustered out with the regi- 
ment at the expiration of his time. He again offered his services 
and was appointed captain of Company D, Fifty-Seventh Mesea- 
chusette, to date from Jan. 25th, 1864. Chaplain Dsehiell, 
who was personally acquainted with him, pays this just tribute to 
his memory: "No ~Blcer in the regiment was more respected 
and beloved than Capt. Edson T. Dresser of Stockbridge. 
Leaving college to enlist in the service of his country, he exhibited 
every quality which promised to raise him to command had hie 
life been spared. But all too soon he yielded it as a precious 
gift to hie country." 

The green hills of old Berkshire sent many noble and gallant 
men into the army in defense of the Union. Such names as 
Edson T. Dresser will keep the memory of their loyalty green 
upon the pages of history. As the Plains of Abraham are 
rendered immortal by such names as Wolfe and Montgomery, so 
will such names ae Dresser stand, in endearing memory, among 
the everlasting hills of loyal Berkshire. 

Another name that stands with the honored dead of the 
Fifty-Seventh is that of Maj. Albert Prescott. He joined the 
regiment March 2d, 1864, ae captain of Company I, having seen 
honorable service pr io~ to that time. His military record was as 
follows: 1st Sergeant Company K, 5th Massachueette V.M. 
(three months), April 19th to July 31st, 1861. He again entered 
the senTice as let  Sergeant of Company B, 36th Massachueette, 
July 30th, 1862, and waa promoted to captain of the same 
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company Aug. 28th, 1862, reeigning , April 29th, 1863, and 
remaining out of service until appointed captain in the Fifty- 
Seventh Maseachusette. He. waa a man of genial disposition, 
generous hearted and a true friend. We had not known him in 
private life, but hie charncter as a eoldier was upright and 
honorable. He fell with his sword drawn in defense of his 
country and died under the folds of the tattered flag which he 
had bravely followed, and thue closed the pages. of hie earthly 
life. 

Of the enlisted men who were captured, very few survived the 
sufferin'ge and privation8 of prison life. A very touching inci- 
dent is related of two who were taken prisoners at the crater 
and confined in the Confederate prison a t  Danville, Va. Sergt. 
George H. Parks of Company A was eick when he went into the 
engagement. After having been captured, and thue deprived of 
proper medical attendance, hie condition became worse. A Con- 
federate prison was not conducive to the good health of even the 
etrongest constitution, but to a man going there eick, the chances 
of ever getting out alive were very poor He lingered day after 
day, clinging to the fond hope that poeaibly he might be exchanged 
and hie life eaved. Anxiously and patiently he waited and 
eagerly caught at every rumor of exchange as L 6  a drowning man 
graspe at a straw," but it was only repeated disappointment. His 
condition grew worse from day .to day. Finally a liet of namee 
came for exchange, and every man listened with breathless intereet 
ae it was reaa. How anxiously did poor Parks lieten in hopes of 
hearing his own name, but the liet' waa completed, the paper 
foldea and his name was not called. Turning eadly away, it 
seemed as if the last ray of hope had disappeared and he was to 
be left to a l i ier ing death. Those whoee namee had been called 
were happy in anticipation of getting into L L  God's country " once 
more (wherever. our flag floated wae called by prieoners L b  God's 
country "), of eeeing friends and home and of getting away from 
euffering and starvation. A comrade, Francis M. Herrington by 
name, private of Company K, Fifty-Seventh, who was captqed 
at the eame time with Parke, wae made happy by hearing his own 
name called from the liet for exchange, but witnessing Parks' , 



bitter disappointment and knowing that it waa sure death for him 
to remain longer in prieon, with heroic self-sacrifice, step& aeide 
and gave way to Parks, and the latter was exchanged in his place. 
But the sad story we tell of him can be told of hundreds of 
others. He never lived to reach that home he had so longed for, 
but died Sept. 19th, 1864, soon after reaching Annapolis, Md. 
Prison life had killed him. Harrington remained in prison for 
some time longer, and when finally exchanged was completely 
broken in health. This incident was not related to us by 
Harrington, who is too modest to speak in praise of himtelf, but 
was learned through others who vouch for ita truth. Such inci- 
dents as these were rare indeed. 

No one, but those who have suffered as prisoners of war, can 
know what an unselfish sacrifice Harrington made. With liberty, 
life, home and friends within hie grasp, he gave them all to 
save the life of his comrade. Deeds of valor upon the battle- 
field can be painted in glowing colors, but what painter's brush 
can portray the valor of the man who gives all his long cherished 
hopes to another, while he remains to suffer exposure, disease 
and slow starvation ! Such heroes h a ~ e  lived and passed silently 
away, with no record of their brave deeds save that the influence 
of euch lives is never lost in the community where they dwell in 
humble security. 

Chaplain Dashiell, in writing of this battle, says: G'The 
regiment had nothing to regret, except that their splendid courage 
and great sacrifice failed to accomplish anything worthy of the 
cause, owing to the bungling and incapacity of the division com- 
mander. Indeed, the wretched leaderehip of these commanders 
made the fatal day memorable for the useless waste of life. The 
rebels on this, as on a former occneion at Cold Harbor, showed 
their inhumanity in denying a flag of truce for the purpose of 
rescuing the wounded ljing between the lines;. and it was not 
until Monday, two daye following, that it was allowed, when 
the burying party could scarcely distinguish a blaok man from 
a&hit .  one, and many of the wounded had died from want of 
attention." 



A letter was received by the chaplain from Danville, where 
our men were carried as prisoners, giving a deplorable account of 
their condition. Men were robbed of their clothing and were 
suffering for the want of it. A supply was sent by Colonel 
Tufts, the Massachusetta State Agent, through the Exchange 
Bureau at Richmond, which never reached them. 

Information was received that Sergt. Dwight D. Allen of 
Company H wae mortally wounded and died in the hands of the 
enemy. Sergeant Allen was a brave soldier and one who was 
greatly beloved and respected by both otEcers and enlisted men. 
He is spoken of as "genial, kind and faithful in all his inter- 
course with the regiment." 

In a private letter from General Bartlett soon after his 
capture, he said : I t  was impossible to withdraw without sacri- 
ficing all the men, so I held on as long as possible in hope of 
reinforcementa. The negroes were crowded in the same pit 
with us when they retreated in such confusion, and we have 
been treated worse on account of being taken with them." 

We have heretofore spoken of the intense hatred caused by 
the Government of the United States employing colored men as 
soldiers. I t  seemed to add increased poison to the sting of death 
to be shot by a negro. The Confederates considered such an act 
as violating all rules of warfare and the sacred rights of humanity. 
To such a high pitch did this feeling rise that Jefferson Davis, 
President of the Southern Confederacy, referring to President 
Lincoln's proclamation abolishing slavery and authorizing the 
employment of negroes in the armed forces of the United States, 
in his third annual message to the Confederate Congress, made 
use of the following language : '6 Our own detestation of those 
who have attempted the most execrable measures recorded in the 
history of guilty man is tempered by profound contempt for the 
impotent rage which it discloses. So far ae regards the action of 
this government on such criminals as may attempt its execution, 
I confine myself to informing you that I shall, unless in your 
wisdom you deem some other course more expedient, deliver to 
the several State authorities all commiseioned ofacere of the 
United States that may hereafter be captured by our forces in 
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any of the States embraced in the proclamation, that they be 
dealt with in accordance with the laws of those Statee providing 
for the punishment of criminals engaged in exciting servile 
insurrection. The enlisted soldiers I shall continue to treat as 
unwilling instruments in the commission of these crimes and shall 
direct their discharge and return to their homes on the proper and 
usual parole." 

The effect of this measure upon the Confederate Congress 
wao to cause it to pass a resolution, by both houses, defining a 
law, then in force, in relation to servile insurrection, the penalty 
of which was death, and declaring all otflcers in command of 
colored troops guilty of the violation of it, and when captured, 
they were to suffer the full penalty which it providecl. While this 
resolution does not pertain directly to the history of the Fifty- 
Seventh Massachusetts, yet it concerned the offlcera of the Fifty- 
Seventh as well as all other omcera captured at the crater where 
colored troops were engaged, and shows that they were treated 
with more severity and greater indignity, as prisoners, on that 
account. This resolution is such an extraordinary piece of legis- 
lation and published in so few l~istories of the war, I hare consid- 
ered it a matter in which all surviving members of the Fiftyserenth 
will feel an interest. 

Resoloed, By the Congrees of the Confederate States of Amerlca, In 
response to the meeeage of the President, transmitted to Congress at the 
commencement of the present session: First, That in the opinlon of 
Congress, the commissioned officers of the enemy ought not to be deliv- 
ered to the authoritiee of the reepectlves Statee, aa euggeeted in the 
eald message, but all captive8 taken by the Confederate forces onght to  
be dealt with and dispoeed of by the Confederate government. 

Second, That In the judgment of Congress, the proclamatioris of the 
President of the United States, dated respectively Sept. 22d, 1862, and 
Jan. ls t ,  1868, and other measures of the government of the United 
States and of its authorities, commanders and forces designed or tending 
to elnancipate slaves in the Confederate States, or to abduct such slaves, 
or to inclte them to ineurrection, or to employ negroes in war againet 
the Confederate Statee, or to overthrow the lnstitutlon of African 
slavery, and bring on a servlie mar in these States, would, If euccessful, 
produce atroclous consequences, and they are Inconsistent with the spirtt 
of those usage8 whlch, in modern warfare, prevail among civilized 



nations; they may, therefore, be properly and lawfully repressed by 
retaliation. 

Thtrd, That in every case wherein, during the present war, any 
violatlon of the laws or usages of war among civilized nations ehall be 
or has been done or perpetrated by those acting under the authority of 
the government of the United Ytatee, on the persons or property of the 
citizene of the Confederate States, or of those under the protection or 
in the land or naval eervice of the Confederate States, or of any State of 
the Confederacy, the President of the Confederate States is hereby 
authorized to cause full and ample retaliation to  be made for every euch 
violatlon, in such manner and to euch extent as he may think proper. 

Fourth, That every white person, being a commissioned ofRcer, or 
actlng as  such, who, during the present war, shall command negroes or 
mulattoes in arms against the Confederate States, or who shall arm, 
train, organize or prepare negroes or mulattoes for mllitary eervice 
against the Confederate States, or who ehall voluntarlly aid negroes or 
mulattoes in any military enterprise, attack or conRict in such service, 
ehall be deemed ae inciting servile insurrection, and ehall, if captured, 
be put to death, or be otherwise punished a t  the discretion of the 
court. 

Ftflh, Every person, being a commissioned offlcer, or actlng a8 
such, in the service of the enemy, who shall, during the present war, 
exclte, attempt to exclte, or cause to be excited, a servile insnrrection, 
or who shall incite or cause to be Incited, a slave to  rebel, ehall, if cap- 
tured, be put to death, or ,otherwise punished a t  the discretion of the 
court. 

Sizth, Every pereon charged with an offense punlehable under the 
preceding reaolutlons shall, during the preeent war, be tried before the 
military court attached to the army or corps, by the troops of whlch he 
ehall have been captured, or by euch.other military court as  the President 
may direct, and in euchmanner and under such regulatione a8 the Preeident 
shall prescribe; and after conviction the Preeident may commute the 
punishment in euch manner and on euch terms as  he may deem 
proper. . . . . 

These resolt~tions were of the most  eurprising character. 
Under  their provisions almoet a n y  Federal of lcer  engaged i n  
battle where colored troops were employed, could easily be con- 
victed and made liable to the penalties fo r  which they provided. 

, Colored soldiers and  their white ofacere who had heretofore been 
captured by  the Confederates had,  i n  more than one instance, 
been wantonly murdered. It required more than ordinary courage 
to command colored troops under the provieions of theee resolu- 



tions and  i n  the face of the atrocities t h a t  had already been 
committed upon them. They  were not  only exposed to the 
dangers  of battle, but  were treated to every indignity, if captured, 
and even then stood in greater danger  of death than in actual 
ba t t l e ;  yet  the ofllcers who led the colored troops through the  
crater did s o  without flinching and  behaved in the most gallant 
manner, a s  did also the men who followed them. There were 
many conspicuous incidents of gallantry that  d a y  that  were passed 
unobserved. 

A s  the F i f t y s e v e n t h  claime a share in the history of t h e  
crater of which i t  is not  ashamed, we beg to pause before pro- 
ceeding to the nex t  chapter to  note the views and conclusions that  
were arrived a t  by  a Court of Inquiry, which was ordered b y  the 
President to examine into, report upon the  facts  and  circum- 
stances and  flx the responsibility f o r  the failure. T h e  court wse 
convened a t  City Point  and spent  considerable time in taking 
testimony, much of which wae conflicting. Af te r  careful delibera- 
tion the court rendered the following decision flxing the responsi- 
bility : - 

I. Major-General A. E. Burnside, United States Volunteers, he 
having failed to  obey the orders of the commanding general. 

1st. In not giving such forlnatlon to his assaulting column as to 
insure a reasonable prospect of success. 

2d. In  not preparing his parapets and abatis for the passage of the 
columns of assault. 

ad. In not employing engineer omcers, who reported to him, to 
lead the aasat~lting columns with working parties, and not causing to be 
provided proper materials necessary for crowning the crest when the 
assaulting colnmn should arrive there. 

4th. In neglecting to execute Major-General Meade's orders re- 
specting the prompt advance of General Ledlie's troops from the crater 
to the crest; or, in default of accompliehing that, not causing those 
troops to fall back and give place to other troops more willing and equal 
to the task, instead of delaying until the opportunity passed away, thus 
affording time for the enemy to recover from hls surprise, concentrate 
his fire and bring his troops to operate against the Union troops assem- 
bled uselessly in the crater. Notwithstanding the failure to comply with % 

orders, and to apply proper military principles, ascribed to General 
Burnside, the Court is satisfied he believed that the measures taken by 
him would insure success. 
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I1 Brigadier-General J. H. Ledlie, United States Volunteers, he 
having failed to push forward his divlsion promptly according to orders, 
and thereby blocking up the aven~le which was designed for the 
passage of troops ordered t o  follow and support him in the assault. I t  
is in evidence that no commander reported to  General Burnslde that his , 

troops could not be got forward, which the Court regards as a neglect 
of dnty on the part of General Ledlie, Inasmuch as a timely report of the 
misbehavior might have enabled General Burnside, commanding the 
assault, to  have made other arrangements for prosecuting it  before it 
became too late. Instead of being with hls division durlng this diltlculty 
in the crater, and by his personal efforts endeavoring to lead his troops 
forward, he was most of the time in a bomb-proof, ten rods in the rear 
of the main line of the Ninth Corps works, where it was impossible for 
him to see anything of the movements of troops that were going on. 

111. Brigadier-General Edward Ferrero, United States Volunteers. 
1st. For not having all his troops found ready for the attack a t  

the prescribed time. 
Bd. In not golng forward with them to the attack. 
8d. Being in a bomb-proof habltually where he could not see the 

operations of hls troops, showing by his own order, issued while there, 
that he did not know the position of two brigades of his division, o r  
whether they had taken Cemetery Hill or not. 

4th. Colonel 2. R. Bliss, Seventh Rhode Island Volunteers, com- 
manding Flrst Brigade, Second Division, Ninth Corps. In this, that he 
remained behind with the only regiment of his brigade which did not go 
forward according to the orderg, and occupied a position where he 
could not properly command a brigade which formed a portlon of an 
assaulting column, and where he could not see what was going on. 

5th. Brigadler-General 0. B. Wilcox, Unlted States Volunteers. The 
Court is not satisfled that General Wilcox's division made efforts commen- 
surate with the occasion to carry out General Burnside's order to  advance 
to Cemetery Hill, and they think that more energy might have been exer- 
cised by Brlgadler-General Wilcox to cause hls troops to go forward t o  
that point. 

Wlthout intending to convey the impression that there was any 
disinclination on the part of the commanders of the supports to heartily 
co-operate in the attack on the 30th of July, the Court express their 
opinion that espliclt orders should have been given, assigning one 
ofecer to the command of all the troops intended to engage in the 
assault when the comrnandlng general was not present in person t o  
wltness the operations. 

Af te r  reading the last few lines one would naturally ask why 
the L b  commanding general w ~ s  not present in person to witness 
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the operations "? This is a question beyond our province and 
which we cannot answer, except to say that it was trusted to 
another. 

In the paragraph censuring General Ledlie is found an im- 
plication that the men of the First Division misbehaved and could 
not be made to go forward. They appear to have been held 
responsible for the failure of their commander to be with them, 
and for not obeying orders, the existence of which they were in 
entire ignorance. I t  has been previously explained that the 
orders were not communicated to the men of the division, and 
they did not know what was expected of them until the confusion 
became too great and the opposition, in both front and flank, too 
strong to reasonably hope for success. This waa confirmed later 
by those who were present at the time, including General 
Rartlett, and the Confederate commandere themselves, who were 
not given to saying much in favor of Federal troops. I t  was 
like putting a company or regiment on drill and expecting them 
to go through all the evolutions correctly without a drill master or 
a word of command. 

The First Division of the Ninth Corps, being unfortunate in 
ite commander, had to suffer all the odium which justly should 
hare fallen upon him; even General Grant shared in this feeling 
and gives expression to it in his Memoirs. In speaking of the 
mine affair and the Ninth Corps on page 313, Vol. 2, he says: 
' 6  Burnside seemed to have paid no attention whatever to the in- 
structions and left all the obstructions in his own front for his 
troops to get over the best way they could. The four divisions 
of his corps were commanded by Generals Potter, Wilcox, Ledlie 
and Ferrero. The last was a colored division, and Rurneide 
selected it to make the assault; Meade interfered with this. 
Burnside then took Ledlie's division, a worse selection than the 
first could have been. In fact Potter and Wilcox were the only 
division commanders Burnside hod who were equal to the occasion. 
Ledlie, besides being inefficient, proved also to possess disqualifl- 
cations less common among soldiers." 

I t  seems singular that it should take General Grant all this 
time to tlnd out what had already been known, by the rank and 



flle of the First Division, for some time. The affair at North 
Anna river, heretofore mentioned, fully demonstrated that, yet 
soon after this General Ledlie was promoted from the command 
of a brigade to that of a division. Were the men to protest and 
decline further service under him? Such an act would have .been 
mutiny. They continued, like good soldiers, in the performance 
of their duty. I t  was not the fault of those brave men who went 
through the deadly breach into the crater that their general, and 
others, were in a secure bomb-proof far in rear, and it was not 
their fault that the heighta of Cemetery Hill were not carried ; al- 
though we admit that they could have been it those whose duty it 
waa to be present in command had been there in pereon to lead 
without delay; but after this, and when all regimental and 
brigade organizations were broken and mixed, it was just as im- 
possible to accomplish this with the troops in the crater as it 
would have been to roll back the ocean's tide or check the onward 
course of a tornado. The charge of the six hundred at Balaklava 
did not lead through a darker valley of death. Every order that 
was received by the Fifty-Seventh, from proper authority, waa 
executed as far as human strength and superior bravery could do. 
We have only to point to the gallant effort8 of such men aa 
Prescott, Dresser and Howe of the Fifty-Seventh, each of whom 
fell in a vain but desperate attempt to lead the charge upon 
Cemetery Hill, and fell beyond the mouth of the crater. With 
three omcere killed, two wounded and one missing, making a 
total battle loas of six out of seven otBcera belonging to the.Fifty- 
Serenth, can anyone discover any dishonor worthy of reproach or 
 misbehavior" resting upon the regiment whose history we are 
laboring to record honestly and faithfully, even if it did belong to 
a poorly commanded division? 

We claim that a greater credit is due them, that they fought 
and bled and died in obedience to duty under command of one in 
whom they had no confidence. Whatever opinion General Grant 
msy have had of the commander of the First Division, it remains 
a matter which will stand upon the pages of history, that from the 
beginning of the campaign down to the time of which he 
was writing, the First Division of the Ninth Corps had par- 



ticipated in every engagement of the campaign. Its blood had 
been poured out as freely se water and stained every battle- 
field from the Wilderness to Petersburg. With the living memory 
of such names as Stevenson and Gould and Chandler and Gird 
and gouthey before us, we feel that we have nothing to blush for 
and no apologies to make. Standing with such regiments as the 
4th and 10th Regulars, the former General Grant's own regiment, 
the 21st, 35th, 5Gth and 59th Massachusetts, we cannot feel 
ashamed of the company we were in. With the record of thirty 
offlcers and three hundred and eighty-five enlisted men killed and 
wounded from the Fifty-Seventh Maesachusetts alone, its sur- 
viring members are willing to stand upon the pages of history and 
let posterity be their judge. 

A greater loss cannot be shown by any rtgiment in the A m y  
of the Potomac for the same length of time. Repeatedly thrown 
against embattled walls until its shattered and bleeding ranks had 
been almost annihilated, it still stood ready to perform its duty, 
when that duty was made plain. As to why it did not go 
forward on this fatal day it can be said that there was very little 
of it left to go forward. It had been steadily and bravely going 
forward and onward beyond the dark river. Call the roll over 
unknown graves, call it from battlefield, hospital and prison pen, 
and the answer will tell h o ? ~  it went forward. Whatever ignominy 
may attach, whatever historians may write, or critics say, the old 
Fifty-Seventh will ever cherish the memory of the crater and never 
fear to tell the story, even though it is one of disaster and defeat. 

A short time after this affair General Ledlie resigned and 
retired to the peaceful shfides of private life, for which he was 
specially adapted. I t  is not surprising that General Grant should 
feel a deep chagrin over the miserable failure that had been made. 
The friends of General Burnside reasonably claimed, that as the 
Court of Inquiry was composed of otTlcers serving in the Army of 
the Potomac under General Meade, the result of their deliberations 
was more or less biased. I t  was well known that General Meade 
had not from the first much confidence. in the enterprise and did 
not, therefore, enter heartily into it. The Congressional ' 6  Com- 
mittee on the Conduct of the War," after examining carefully 
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into all the facte and circumstances, did not arrive at the same 
conclusions in  fixing the responsibility as did the Court of Inquiry. 
T h e  following extracts  are copied from the committee's report as 
rendered several months af ter  the affair and publiehed in Con- 
gressional records : - 

Your comniittee cannot, from all the testimony, avoid the conclu- 
sion that the flrst and great cause of the disaster was the change made 
on the afternoon precediug the attack, in the arrangement of General 
Burnside t o  place the division of colored troops In the advance. The 
reasons assigned by General Burnside for not taking one of hie divisions 
of white troops for that purpose are fully justifled by the result of the 
attack . . . . The conduct of the colored troops when they were put in 
actlon would seem to fully justify the confidence that Geueral Burnside 
reposed in them, and General Grant himself, in his testimony, expresses 
hie belief that if they had been placed in the advance as General Burnside 
desired, the result would have been different . . . . I t  will be seen from 
the testimony, that when the order to withdraw was given by General 
Meade, against the representations made by General Burnside, orders 
were also given by General Meade for offensive operations to cease on 
the right and left of General Burnside's position, and General Ord'e 
troops were at  the same time withdrawd from the frout, where they had 
been placed in support of the Ninth Corps. The enemy were thus left 
entirely free to make such dispositions as  they chose against the force of 
General Burnside within their lines . . . . Your committee desires to 
say, that in the statement of facte and conclusions which they present in 
their report, they wish to be distinctly understood a8 in no degree cen- 
suring the conduct of the troops engaged in this assault. While they 
confidently believe that the selection of the division of colored troops by 
General Burnside to  lead the assault was, under the circumstances, the 
best that could have been made, they do not intend thereby to have it  
inferred that the white troops of the Ninth Corps are behind any troops 
in the service in those qualities which have placed oar volunteer troope 
before the world as  equal, if not superior, to  any known t o  modern war- 
fare. The services performed by the Ninth Corps on many n well-fought 
battlefield, not only in this campaign, but in others, have been such as 
to prove that they are second to none in the service. Your committee 
believe that any other troops exposed t o  the same influences, under the 
same circumstances, and for the same length of time, would have been 
similarly aeected. No one, upon careful consideration of all the circum- 
stances, can be surprised that those influences should have produced the 
effects they did on them. 

Iu conclusion your committee must say that, in their opinion, the 
cause of the disastrous assault of the 30th of July last, is mainly at- 



trlbutable to the fact that the plans and suggestlona of the general who 
had devoted his attention for so long a time to the subject, who had 
carried out to a succeseful completion the project of mining the enemy'e 
worka, and who had carefully sdected and drilled hla troops for the 
purpose of securing whatever advantages might be attainable from the 
exploslon of the mine, should have been so entlrely disregarded by a 
general who had evlnced no falth 1n the successful prosecution of 
that work, had alded it by no countenance or open approval and had 
assumed the entire direction and control only when It was completed and 
the time had come for reaping any advantages that might be'derived 
from it. 

This report was made, after the dust had settled around the 
crater, by a body of congressmen of whom Senator Wade of Ohio 
was chairman ; gentlemen who were interested only in the welfare 
of the coantq and wholly unbiased. Their report, therefore, 
would seem to have greater weight than that of the Court of 
Inquiry. They found no "misbehavior" on the part of the 
troops employed. 

Some time after having closed the chapter on the crater, we 
were handed a paper by Col. Thomas W. Clarke of Boston, for- 
merly assistant adjutantgeneral of one of the brigades engaged 
in the crater. The notes from which Colonel Clarke prepared his 
manuscript were made; he tells us, in the spring of 1865 as a 
basis upon which Colonel Marshall made his application for a 
Court of Inquiry. 

Colonel Clarke waa certainly in a position to know what the 
orders were from the division commander. The great point which 
he makes, and it is a most important one, is that General Ledlie 
gave positive orders that the First Division should not go forward 
beyond the crater. This is in direct conti-adiction to the order of 
General Meade to General Burnside; while paragraph two of 
General Burnside's order to his division commanders says : " Gen- 
eral Ledlie will, immediately upon the explosion of the mine, 
moye his division forward as directed by velsbal orders and if 
possible, crown the crest at  the point known aa Cemetery Hill, 
occupying, if possible, the cemetery." I t  would appear that this 
order is too plain to be misunderstood. Colonel Clarke's detailed 



. account of what took place after the explosion was that seen 
by him. 

" NOTES ON THE TRAGEDY OF THE CRATER. 

C C  The writer of this was acting assistant adjutant-general 
for Colonel, afterwards Bvt. Brig.-Gen. E. G. Marshall, at  the 
assault of the mine, and adds the following statements to the 
accounts given of this affair. These etatementa are not intended 
to impugn the accuracy of obeemation or the recollection of other 
writers, but to supplement them by the observation and recollec- 
tion of another. No two men observe alike, and the standpoint 
of obsel-vation often affects ita perspective. 

b' Colonel Marshall was a captain in the regular army, and was 
retired soon after the war. He died some years since. General 
McLaughlen, another regular captain, was retired as major, aud 
died in January, 1887. Colonel Marshall made some prepara- 
tion for an investigation of the affair of the mine by a Court of 
Inquiry to be summoned at his request, but probably made no 
formal application for it, having somehow ascertained it would 
not be granted. He waa never satisfied with the story told of 
this abair. It is a part of the supplement which he would have 
added, which his adjutant now writee, stating, however, hardly 
more than those facta which are within his own pereonal knowl- 
edge. 

( 6  Colonel Marshall had been wounded on June l7th, and had 
reported for duty late in July. He had commanded the Second 
Brigade, First Division, Ninth Army Corps, only a few days before 
the 30th of July, 1864. He did not then know even hie own line 
well and had worked himself and his staff very hard and danger- 
ously to educate himself in this regard. General Bartlett had 
also recently returned to his brigade, and waa new to his position, 
his troops, his grade and his ~~esponsibilities. He had but one 
leg aud it pained him to ride or walk. On the afternoon of July 
29th, about four o'clock, Marshall went to division headquarters, 
and later, a little before dark, summoned his adjutantgeneral to 
report to him at or near the fourteen-gun battery, afterwards 
known as Fort Morton. Ledlie, Bartlett, Marshall and some staff 



offlcers were present. A plan of the movement was explained a t  
that interview to Bartlett and Marshall, and was subsequently 
explained by Marshall to his battalion commanders and to his 
staff. From this place Marshall, his adjutant-general and per- 
haps one or two other omcers, went to the salient selected as the 
place of formation, and hastily, after sundown, examined the 
ground. The adjutant-general then returned to brigade head- 
quarters to give the necessary preparatory orders, and to sunlmon 
the battalion commanders to brigade headquarters. Marshall 
returned about 8 P.M., met his battalion commanders, communi- 
cated his instructions, and about eleven o'clock the troops were 
relieved and marched to the salient of formation. 

c 1  The plan as given by General Ledlie to Bartlett and Mar- 
shall, and as given by Marshall to his battalion commanders, was 
to this effect, and it was on this plan that Marshall and Bartlett 
worked. The Second Brigade was to be formed in column of 
battalion front. ( I t  made three lines of about four hundred men 
each.) On the explosion of the mine it was to move forward 
and occupy the enemy's works on the right of the crater, skirting 
its edge, but not going i d o  it. The First Brigade was to follow 
with about the same front and occupy the works on the left of 
the crater, not going into it. When the lodgment h d  been made, 
it was to be secured and connected with our lines by our engineer 
regiment, 35th Massachusetts. The Second Division was then to 
extend this lodgment still more to the right, the Third Division 
was to extend it to the left in the enemy's works by a front 
attack, and the colored division was then to pass through the 
crater and assault the hill in the rear. &farshsll's distinct in- 
stri~ctions were that the security of the lodgment was the prime 
duty of the First Division and the hill was a subordinate object; 
and General Ledlie's instructions, as heard, conveyed no other 
meaning to me, or, as will appeRr later, to General Bartlett or 
Adjutant W a ~ ~ e n .  

"The drill and habita of the First Division, accustomed to 
line attacks and not to regimental column manmuvres, were not 
adapted to the plan of formation designed for the colored dirision, 
with its proposed tactical conversions to right and left after the 



works were reached, but the ultimate effect of the manceuvres was 
to be the same. The flanks were to be cleared before the attack 
on the hill. Marshall was explicit that his brigade wae to confine 
its attention to seizing and holding as great a length of line on the 
right of the crater as possible, and that the work beyond, to the 
enemy's rear, was to be done by other troops. His phraee about 
it was this : When we have secured the lodgment, Ferrero will 
take the negroes through the crater, which we shall have left clear 
for them, and see what they can do beyond.' Marehall's brigade 
consisted of the Provisional 2d Pennsylvania Heary Artillery, the 
8d Maryland Battalion, a small veteran orgauization of prime 
quality, well led, the 179th New York Battalion, six companies 
of a new and incomplete regiment, greatly depleted by the 
campaign, and the 14th New York Heavy Artillery. Marshall's 
arrangement of the column for the assault assigned the Pennsyl- 
vania regiment to lead, Marshall himself in charge, the 3d 
Maryland and 179th New York battalions were to follow, under 
command of Lieut.-Col. G. Y. Robinson of the 3d Maryland, an 
experienced and competent soldier. The 14th New York Artillery 
formed the third line. This regiment was new, had been badly 
treated in the campaign, and was then commanded by Captain 
Jones, an omcer of fiery zeal, but of no great experience at that 
time. Colonel Marshall detailed his adjutant-general to lead 
this third line. The first line of Bartlett's brigade, consisting of 
the Fifty-Seventh and 29th Massachusette, led by Major Yrescott 
of the Fifty-Seventh, was deployed in line in rear of Marshall. 
The rest of Bartlett's brigade stood by the flank in a covered way 
in rear of the salient of formation. I t  consisted of the 21st, 
56th and 59th Massachusetts, and the 100th Pennsylvania. 

L C  The 29th Massachusetts comprised about a hundred and 
twenty-fire muskets in the hands of three-years veterans. The 
21st was somewhat more numerous, and its personnel had served 
within a few months of three years. The 56th, 57th * and 
59th Massachusetts had from 200 to 300 men each. They 
were new regiments composed mainly of re-enlisted nine months' 
troops. The 100th Pennsylvania had about 500 men present 
under arms. I t  was a veteran regiment which had been filled 

*The Wty.Beventh had only #I.- J.A. 



while on furlough, and about half the men present were recruits. 
Bartlett had about 1800 men under arms. These figures are only 
proximate. 

"The troops were of better than average quality, and the 
battalion and company commanders had almost all seen a year's 
service, or more, in the field, in poeitions of offlcers or sergeante. 
The order in which these troops stood in the covered way is not 
known. Colonel Gould commanded the 59th; Colonel Weld the 
56th; Captain Tripp the 29th; Colonel Barnes being omcer of 
the day; Captain Clarke commanded the 21et a part of the day, 
perhaps not at the very first. The commander of the 100th is not 
remembered. I t  had suffered frequent losses of regimental coin- 
manders in that fatal three months' campaign before the miae 
affair. 

L G  The time between the explosion of the mine and Mnrshall'e 
advance was not taken. It may be estimated from a contempo- 
raneous occurrence as follows : Colonel Marshall had sent for the 
writer from hie place with the third line, and had announced that 
the explosion had been delayed and was to come off right away. 
Marshall was leaning with his left arm on the parapet as he made 
this communication. The writer was half facing him with his 
right arm on the parapet, and wae rising to turn away from 
Marshall to go to his line, when there was a tremor, the enemy's 
fort rose slowly, then more rapidly in the air. There flashed out 
a lily-shaped fountain of dark red and yellow fire, with brown 
spots and streaks in it, in shape like an old ring jet of water, 
called the ' b  lily,'' in the Boston Frog Pond fountain. While it 
was in the air the adjutant-general turned half back and said, 
' Colonel, was anything eier so beautiful as that? ' &Xarshall's 
words were almost simultaneously spoken : ' Gentlemen, take 
command of your lines. 2d Pennsylvania, rise up. Forward, 
March ! By the right flank ; march. Over the parapet, and swing 
np your left.' Similar commands were given to the secoud line 
by Colonel Robinson, after Marshall's line had moved. The third 
line started up and forward before the second had cleared the 
works. I t  was checked and halted a moment or so till the second 
had cleared the works. This check, caused by a too rcrpid ad- 



vance of the third line, was the confusion of the Second Brigade, 
and the only confusion at that time. 

The reaeon for moving the lines successively wae that the 
place of formation wae only about forty yard8 deep and the 
troops lying down in two ranks, with tile closers in their places, 
left only very narrow intervals between the linee, so the succes- 
sive movement was ordered. A8 more than three-quarters of 
Bartlett's brigade stood undeployed in the covered way, it is plainly 
seen that for them to clear the covered way, form line and advance, 
which they must do successively, would require several minutes, 
probably ten, before the rear battalions charged. 

Advancing over the fleld at an objective at about thirty 
degree8 angle with our line of formation and some three hundred 
yards distant, there wae not much ewinging up of the left, and 
the Second Brigade ekirted the edge of the crater and tiled into 
the enemy's works on the right by the flank. Three covered ways 
led out on that side from the pit left by the explosion. One 
nearest our lines was the main line of works, one led somewhat 
to the rear, at an angle of about twenty degrees, a third still more 
to the rear, but not at over tifty degrees angle with the main line. 
After the third line entered the works, a cannon, whose chase was 
half buried, muzzle down, by the explosion, and which had ita 
trail laid over on the reinforce of the piece, fell, completely over- 
turned. In the edge of the crater, as the third line passed, a pair 
of naked legs, belonging to a man who was buried head down to 
the waist, were seen brandishing, and a sergeant of the 14th was 
ordered to dig out the man and keep him for examination . . . . 

b L  A8 the third line of troops went around the outaide of the 
crater, Lieut. Green Smith, one of ~srsha l l ' s  aides, said, The 
colonel directa yon to occupy the centre ditch. He has gone into 
this one (pointing to the one most distant from our lines) and 
Colonel Robinson into this' (pointing to the one nearest our 
lines). The covered way so entered by the 14th New York 
Artillery was a cul-de-sac about three to four hundred feet long, 
and was closed by a heavy traverse. The 14th Artillery went 
to the end of the ditch, manned the traverse and began to fire on 
some Confederate troops in a flanking work not far distant. The 
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writer went back and reported to Marshall in the edge of the 
crater. At that time the only troops in the crater were a few 
men engaged in digging out or righting a brass cannon, the 
men who had dug out the Confederate spoken of, Colonel 
Marshall and some of his staff, Colonel Robinson and a few 
Confederate prisoners. 

Colonel Robinson had made his report from hie position 
before the report from the 14th New York Artillery was made. 
And while the writer was making that, Bartlett came in at the 
head of his brigade, hopping along very cheerily, aiding himself 
by a stout malacca cane with an ivory cross handle. The 
29th, 56th and 57th Massachusetts were directed into Robin- 
son's covered way, the 21st Massachusetts and 100th Pennsyl- 
vania went into the ditch where Marshall had led the 2d 
Pennsylvania Artillery, and part of the 100th manned the edge 
of the crater on the enemy's side. Where the 59th was posted 
the writer doet+ not now remember. 

6 b  I t  will be seen that under the instructions given for Mar- 
shall to occupy the works on the right of the mine, and for Bartlett 
to occupy the works on the left of the mine, their troops had gone 
into the same works, one assuming the right to be our right, and 
the other taking the lej2 for the enemy's left. It will also be seen 
that only the line consisting of the Provisional and Pennsylvania 
Artillery, the 21st Massachusetts and 100th Pennsylvania had an 
open field before them to move over. Robinson, however, moved 
on in the main line, charging around several traverses, capturing 
many prisoners and having a continual skirmish with small groups 
of Confederates across the traverses, conducted mostly by a squad 
of sharpshooters of his command, armed with Spencers, and 
under immediate charge, that day, of Sergt. Jack Walters. 
Colonel Robinson and other offlcers of the 3d Maryland, Lieu- 
tenant Randall, 4th U.S. Infantry and other officers, were, more 
than once, seen leading small squads in charges around these 
traverses. The distance to the right of the crater, reached by 
Colonel Robinson's right, was estimated, at that time, at over three 
hundred and fifty yards. 



6 L  In  August, 1879, the writer of this revisited the ecene. He 
declared that he recognized, from the lay of the land and the 
prospect, a position reached by him that day ; but his views were ' 
disputed by his hack driver, who said he wae a hundred yards too 
far out, but who, at that very spot and time, kicked out of the 
ground an exploded Spencer ehell, an ammunition not used by 
Confederates and used by us that day. The point at which this 
was found was nearly four hundred and fifty paces to the right of 
the grove which marks the line of the gallery of the mine. This 
Confederate front line had been occupied far enough along to 
unmask the traverees spoken of and expose the hollow flank of a 
somewhat crooked, covered way leading from Cemetery Hill, to 
be hereafter referred to. 

Before the advance of the colored troops, no Federal soldiers 
were on the right of Colonel Robinson's detachment, but there 
were troops of the Second Division on his left. One of Robin- 
son's men had taken all the tins from his cartridgeabox and filled 
it with loose Spencer ammunition. A shot struck it and es- 
ploded enough shells to tear open all the stitching between the 
outer leathern face and the sides, and the outeide hung dangling 
down from the waist belt. The man'e answer to an inquiry what 
had happened, wae, LAmmunition wagon blowed up, sir.' No 
one was seriously hurt in this affair. 

t r  Within a very few minutes after the works had been ocou- 
pied by the Second Brigade, and after Bartlett's troop6 had come 
in, Colonel Marshall declared himself eatisfied that a further 
advance shouiil h mnde at once, and sent to General Ledlie to 
ask permission to c a b  some works to  he right and right rear. 
One of his messengers, Lieut. Green Smith, fell eunstruck before 
delivering the message. 

6 b  While examining the ground in front of the position of the 
Provisional 2d P~nneylvania Artillery, it became meniftst that 
there wae a covered way or eunken r o d  leading from the hill 
down towards the fort, which wae manned pretty heavily by Con- 
federates, and from which a formidable flank fire wae plied upon 
our troops, and rendered an advance up the hill worse than 
dangerous. To eliminate this eeemed the flrst condition of further 



success, and Marahall and Bartlett ordered their brigades to be 
got ready to attack this covered way obliquely. Colonel Robinson, 
who had some clear ground before him, was to move out and for- 
ward, supported by the 56th, 57th and 29th of Bartlett's brigade, 
who were to form Robinson's second line by moving to the right, 
along the Confederate front line, and to keep down the flank and 
rear fire. The Provisional 2d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, the 
21st Massachusetts and the 100th Pennsylvania were to swing up 
their left and align with Robinson, and the 14th New York Artillery 
was to file over the traverse at the end of the covered way, and 
form the second line for this detachment. These four combined 
movements were attempted, with the result of developing a heavy 
flank fire from ti covered way leading from the hill down toward 
the destroyed fort. The color bearer of the 21st Massnchusetts, 
and Captain Clark, its commander, were killed or fatally wounded 
in the attempt. The two Pennsylvania regiments lost heavily in 
officers and men, and Colonel Robinson's conlmand and the 14th 
Artillery were badly handled by a flank and rear fire. 

" I t  was during this movement that some troops of the 
Second and Third Divisions appeared in the works on the right of 
the crater, and after this movement our troops seemed to have 
occupied the works on the left of the crater, and to have filled 
the crater itaelf. The sun had risen shortly before this attempted 
advance. After a short discussion between Marshall and Bartlett 
as to whether such an attack was within their orders, Marshall 
maintaining that it was, because, though on the right and front of 
the position hc was ordered to, there had no one come in on his 
right to do the work, and no one could move forward 'till this 
covered way was occupied; and Bnrtlett eaying that anything 
which would permit the negroes to assault the hill was within the 
orders, a new advance was resolved on, in the same formation 
and taqjics, and the regimental commanders were sent for and 
received instructions. 

" After an interval, just before the colored troops appeared, 
the staff omcers, sent to see if all was ready, reported back, and 
were nbout to set off again for the heads of columns when 
Marshall said : ' Here is Ferrero. Hadn't we better hold on to 



. what we have got, till we see what the Egyptians can do for us?' 
Bartlett assented, and Marehall said : ' Gentlemen, we will sue- 
pend our movement.' The colored troops moved no further to 
the right than to Robinson's position, and from there atteinpted 
their seyeral advances. 

" After the 0rat repulse Colonel Robineon, Lieutenant Randall 
and the writer made their way back to Marbhall to report that the 
colored troops should be urged, with authority, to attack further to 
the right, and in returning together were encountered by an irre- 
sistible mass of retreating men and swept back into the fleld half 
way to our works. Marehall then directed those of his command, 
who were near him, to fall back to our lines and re-form. 

At this time the larger part of the eurvivora of Marehall's 
and Bartlett's brigades fell back to the linee. Marehall pnt 
Colonel Robinson in command, and directed that, as soon se the 
men were again in order, a report should be sent to General Ledlie, 
and that they should be advanced against the Confederate worke on 
the right of our former position, and meantimethat a fire should be 
kept up towards our right. He then returned to the crater to 
' aesiet General Bartlett.' Colonel Robinson sent a report to 
Ledlie, by Lieutenant Randall, that there were four hundred and 
5fty men of the Second Brigade formed and ready to go forward, 
and that he proposed to attack to the right of the old poeition, and 
to eecure that flank from whieh all the trouble had come. A 
similar report is believed to have been sent concerning the rallied 
men of the Firat Brigade, by Colonel Barnes, who had shortly 
before brought up the outgoing pickets, and had held them to- 
gether just outside of the enemy's works. Randall brought back 
the nlessage that we were not to advance, but the troops in the 
mine were to be withdrawn. 

"While these eventa were taking place in and around the 
mine, tbe 35th Nassachusetts, the First 1)ivieion engineering regi- 

' ment, had been vigorously at work running a flying sap from a 
point to the right of the gallery of the mine towards a point some- 
what to the right of the crater, and had, at the time of the repulse, 
made considerable progress. This work became untenable after 
the lose of Rpbinson's position, and waa abandoned shortly after. 
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" It was the salient fact above set forth that Marshall never 
suspected, nor had reason to suspect, that General Meade intended 
an assault to be made on Cemetery Hill before the right flank of 
the attacking column had been secured and protected, together 
with the other fact that any such attempt, without securing and 
protecting the right flank, would have been the wildest of desper- 
ation, which he was desirous to bring out in his proposed Court of 
Inquiry. He also thought he could obtain a professional approval 
of his measures to these ends. 

L6 As to the imputation of a dilatory advance, he never thought 
that anybody who knew him would giye it the slightest credence. 

b L  The story of confusion of the column could readily arise 
when troops used to lines formed at fifty yards interval or more, 
saw directly in front of them, at an interval of four or flve yards 
only, the preceding lines ; but a confusion of troops, in fact, mas 
impossible, if troops formed with intervals of only about twenty 
feet when standing up, and then laid down in line, could be, as 
Marshall's brigade was, moved out without mixing organizations, 
and nobody has ever charged this. If there had been any recoil 
the men in the rear lines would have been trampled on. This 
has never been asserted. plsrshall's line moving at double quick 
by the flank, and about a hundred and fifty yards long, was fol- 
lowed at an interval of not over twenty yards by Robinson's of 
about the same length, and the right of the 14th New York Artil- 
lery was not over twenty-five yards from the left of Robinson. 
The right of Marshall's line had entered the enemy's works before 
the left of the 14th New York Artillery had cleared ours, and the 
right of Marshall's moved as soon after the explosion as the 
deliberate and formal words necessary to advance the command 
could be spoken in a military manner." 

Another gentleman, who was an o63cer of high rank in the 
Ninth Corps, who commanded the 29th Massachusetts in this 
engagement and succeeded to the command of the First Brigade, 
First Division, after the capture of General Rartlett, and who was 
in a position to know what orders were issued for the movement 
of brigades, confirms what Colonel Clarke has said in regard to 
the orders of General Ledlie, that the First Division was not to 



advance beyond the crater. We quote hie language upon the 
subject in R recent letter received from him : - 

" Henry Coppee, A.M., in his work entitled ' General Grant 
and his Campaigns,' writing of The Mine at Petereburg,' gives 
a detailed account of the mining operations, and after describ- 
ing the immediate effects of the exploeion, says that Ledlie's 
division, which had been selected by lot to lead the aesault, was 
' to charge through the crater and seize the rebel works on Ceme- 
tery Hill,' but that ' instead of complying with the order it halts 
in the crater.' These are plain statements, easily underetood, 
and if true, reflect great discredit upon k l l ie ' s  division. They 
are, howerer, untrue. Ledlie's divieion had no such orders. I t  
was not a part of the plan of battle for that division to advance 
after reaching the crater. The orders issued to the division were 
distinctly not to acluccnce. This ie an important matter in connec- 
tion with the military hietory of those composing that division, 
both offlcers and men, and Coppee has done them an injustice in 
throwing nearly the whole odium of failure on them, by stating 
that they failed to obey orders and carry out the original plan, 

, while the fact is that whatever was done, or not done, by other 
commands, this divieion esecuted its orders to the letter, that it 
led the assault and occupied the crater, and is entitled not to 
censure, but to praise. 

'L Gen. Wm. F. Bartlett commanded one of the two brigades 
composing Ledlie's division. His brigade ' coneisted of seven 
regiments. On the afternoon of July 29th the seven regimental 
commandere aseembled at brigade headquarters, by direction of 
the General, and were there informed by him that the mine wrrs to 
be Ared the next morning; that Ledlie'e division had been se- 
lected by lot to lead the assault; that the division waa to move 
forward immediately after the explosion and occupy the enemy's 
front line of works; that the division would be followed by a 
division of the same corps, also selected by lot, which would 
move beyond, over the heads ' of Ledlie'e divieion, to bc fol- 
lowed by the two remaining divieions of the corps. Very little 
was said at this meeting of regimental commanders with regard 
to minor details. All present saw exactly what was to be done. 
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There was no misunderstanding. Ledlie's division was to cap- 
ture the front line. That was to be their part in the battle. I t  
was plain, and moreover, it was reasonable and right. To expect 
them to immediately charge another line would hare been unrea- 
sonable. I t  was fair to presume, and it was presumed, that the 
division which led the assault would be roughly handled by the 
enemy, and that if they succeeded in obeying their orders, and did 
secure and hold the front line, it would be done with considerable 
loss; that the division would be badly cut up and exhausted 
and would not be in condition for further immediate aggressive 
action. However that may be, they were not to advance. Their 
orders left them there, in a position which they would strengthen 
by re-forming their line, and. be in readiness to co-operate with 
those who were to move beyond. 

Of the eight ofllcers present at  the meeting at  brigade head- 
quartera above referred to, only one remained with the brigade 
after the final repulse by the enemy. General Bartlett was cap- 
tured, and all commanders of regimenta and all field omcers in 
the brigade, except one, were either killed, wounded or captured. 
Three regin~ental commanders were killed or died of wounds, and 
only two survived the war. 

('Another historian has said, in effect, that the assault failed 
beoause it was led by the poorest division in the army. This 
writer probably also thought that the division should hare moved 
forward on Cemetery Hill, and that it failed to execute its ordere. 
He could not have been familiar with the record of the brave men 
composing the division. 

4' Let us look at  this division so unjustly condemned. I t  con- 
sisted of two brigades. The brigade commanded by General 
Bartlett of Mass~chusetts, whose reputation is well known, was 
composed of the following Massachusetts regiments, viz. : 2lst, 
29th, 35th, 56th, 57th and 59th, also the 100th Pennsyl- 
vania. The 21st was an old regiment, fought in Burnside's 
earliest campaign in North Carolina, and had followed the 
General's fortunes from the first. The 29th contained the oldest 
three years' companies from New England, the oldest perhaps in 
the country. They were at  the battle of Big Bethel, had served 



six months in the Irish Brigade under McClellan, was one of the 
only two regiments in the whole army present at both the sieges 
of Richmond and Vicksburg. The 35th fought its 5rst battle a t  
South Mouutain and Antietam, where it lost heavily, and had 
served constantly in the Ninth Corps since that time. The 
56th, 57th and 59th were Veteran Regiments, raised a8 such 
in the winter of 1864, under the personal supervision and care 
of Governor Andrew, and were officered by veterans. The writer 
is not familiar with the early history of the 100th Pennsylvania, 
but can say that it was an old regiment, and one of the very 
best flghting regiments in the army. The records of these regi- 
menta will more than sustain these statements. The other brigade 
of the division was composed of a less number of regiments, with 
whose history the writer is not entirely familiar, but knows of 
no reason why it should not compare favorably with the best; 
one a t  least, the 3d Maryland, was an old regiment and a 
good one." 

This authority is beyond question. The statements made by 
these two omcere are based upon personal knowledge, and not 
hearsay, and therefore entitled to consideration. Yet we follow 
with another authority upon the same, that of Lieut.-Col. JV. H. 
Powell of the 11th U.S. Infantry, who, at that time, was an omcer 
on General Ledlie'e staff. I quote extracts from an article 
published by him in the fourth volume of t L  Battles and Leaders 
of the Civil War " : 

t L  After falling back into the crater a partial formation was 
made by General Bartlett and Colonel Marshall with some of their 
troops, but owing to the precipitoua walls the men could And no 
footing except by facing inward, digging their heels into the 
earth, and throwing their backs against the side of the crater, or 
squatting in a half sitting, half standing posture, and some of 
the men were shot eyen there by the flre from the enemy in the 
tra~erses. 

" I t  was at this juncture that Colonel Narshall requested me 
to go to General Ledlie and explain the condition of affairs, which 
he knew that I had seen and knew perfectly well. Thie I did 
immediately. . . . . Passing to the Union lines under this storm 



of canister, I found General Ledlie and a part of his staff 
ensconced in a protected angle of the works. I gave him Colonel 
Marshall's message, explained to him the situation, and Colonel 
Marshall's reasons for not moving forward. General Ledlie then 
directed me to return at once and say to Colonel Narshall and 
General Bartlett that it was General Burnside's order that they 
should move forward immediately. This message was delivered ; 
but the firing on the crater now was incessant and it was as heavy 
a 5re of canister as was ever poured continuously upon a single 
objective point. 

c r  It was as utterly impracticable to re-form a brigade in that 
crater as it would be to marshal bees into line after upsetting the 
hire, and equally as impracticable to re-form outside of the crater, 
under the severe fire in front and rear, as it would be to hold 
dress parade in front of a charging enemy. Here, then, was the 
second point of advantage lost, by the fact that there was no 
person present to change the programme to meet the circum- 
stances. 

' L  Had a prompt attack of the troops to the right cmd left of 
the crater been made as soon as the leading brigade had passed 
into Qe crater, or even fifteen minutes afterward, clearing the 
trenches and diverting the fire of the enemy, siiccess would have 
been inevitable, and particularly would this have been the case on 
t,he left of the crater, as the small fort immediately in front of 
the Fifth Corps was almost, if not entirely, abandoned for a while 
after the explosion of the mine, the men running away from it as 
if they feared that it was to be blown up also. 

b L  Whether General Ledlie informed General Burnside of the 
condition of affairs as reported by me, I do not know; but I 
think it likely, as it was not long after I had returned to the 
crater that a brigade of the Second Division (Potter's) under the 
con~mand of Brig-Gen. S. G. Griffln, advanced its skirmishers and 
followed them immediately, directing ita course to the right of the 
crater. General Griffin's line, however, overlapped the crater on 
the left, where two or three of his regiments sought shelter in the 
crater. Those on the right passed over the trenches, but owing to 
the peculiar character of the enemy's works, which were not single, 



but complex, and involuted and filled with pita, traverses and 
bomb-proofs, forming a labyrinth as dimcult of passage as the 
crater itself, the brigade was broken up, and meeting the eerere 
fire of canister, also fell back into the crater, which was then full 
to suffocntion. Every organization melted away ns soon as it 
entered this hole in the ground, into a mas8 of human beings 
clinging by toes and heels to the almost perpendicular sides. If 
a man was ehot on the crest he fell and rolled to the bottom of 
the pit. . . . . Orders were, however, being constantly sent to 
the three division commanders of the white troops to push the 
men forward as fast aa could be done, and this was, in substance, 
about all the orders that were received by them during the day 
up to the time of the order for the withdrawal. 

When General Wilcox came with the Third Division to 
support the First, he found the latter nnd three regiments of his 
own, together with the regiments of Potter's Second Division, 
which had gone in on the right, so completely ming up the crater 
that no more troops could be got in there, and he therefore ordered 
an attack with the remainder of his division on the works of the 
enemy to the left of the crater. This attack waa successful, so 
far as to carry the intrenchments for about one hundred and fifty 
yards ; but they were held only for a short time. Previous to this 
last movement, I had again left the crater and gone to General 
Ledlie, and had urged him to try to have something done on the 
right and left of the crater, saying that every man who got into 
the trenches to the right or left of it used them as a means of 
escape to the crater, and the enemy was re-occupying them as 
fast as our men left. All the satisfaction I received was an order 
to go back and tell the brigade commanders to get their men 
out and press forward to Cemetery Hill. This talk and these 
orders coming from a commander sitting in a bomb-proof inside 
the Union lines, was disgusting. I returned again to the crater 
and delivered the orders, which I knew beforehand could not 
possibly be obeyed ; and I told General Ledlie so before I left 
him. Upon my return to the crater I devoted my attention to 
the movements of the enemy, who was evidently making dis- 
positions for an assault. 

I 
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"About two hours after the explosion of the mine (seven 
o'clock), and after I had returned to the crater for the third time, 
Gen. Edward Ferrero, commanding the colored division of the 
Ninth Corps, received an order to advance his division, pass the 
white troops which had halted, and move on to carry the crest of 
Cemetery Hill at all hazards.' " 

I t  can readily be seen that where those in high authority and 
supposed to know, differ so widely as to what the ordera really 
were, or their understanding of them, those who were in the ranks 
could not be supposed to interpret or understand them, and could 
not execute conflicting orders. In such a case and under such 
conditions, confusion is the inevitable result. Where the respon- 
sibility rests for this serious misunderstanding we are unable 
to say. Descriptions given by different writers and from different 
standpoints cannot all be alike, as all could not see the same. 
We have written the details as we saw them with the Fifty- 
Seventh Massachusetts and will let the writing stand as our story. 

The description given of the movemente of brigades and 
divisions has been compiled from copies of ordera and reports and 
the careful study of authentic history. For one man to see all 
that was done by all the brigades and divieions that day would be 
imposeible. 

We will not undertnke the task of saying what orders were 
actually isstled further than we have done already. The reader 
will find no difficulty in arriving at the conclusion, from the copies 
of orders we have quoted, that it was in the final plan, as adopted 
by Geuerals Mesde and Burnside, that the First Division of the 
Ninth Corps was to advance directly through the crater to the 
heights of cemetery Hill beyond. 

The valiant general commanding the First Division was 
charged with the execution of this plan, but became tangled iu 
a greater confusion than the troops he commanded, in a safe 
bomb-proof in rear of our lines, where he was heroically struggling 
with some invisible enemy, who was evidently as difflcult to 
manage as it would have been to marshal Colonel Powell's bees 
into line after he had upset the hive. If his troops were 4 b  without 
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a responsible head," he could truthfully say that h'e was in the 
same unfortunate situation. 

After receiving the letters heretofore quoted, we wrote to 
Gen. J. H. Barnes, stating the matter to him and asking his 
opinion as to the apparent confliction of ordere. General Barnes 
was a t  the time lieutenant-colonel and commanded the 29th 
Massachusetts in this engagement, and was one of the two field 
offlcers of the First Brigade who came out of the crater. His 
statement is very clear and concise and seems to confirm the 
explanation that we have given, viz. : That the confusion 
of orders originated in the confused condition of the division 
commanders." One thing appears evident; that is, that the 
offlcers and men who went into the crater with the First Division 
did not receive orders to move beyond end seize the crest known 
as  Cemetery Hill until i t  was too late to execute them. This wae 
confirmed by General Bartlett, as will appear in a letter which 
we append from W. H. O~borne,  the able historian of the 29th, 
Massachusetts. 

This appears to be the truth of history, as i t  has not appeared 
before and clears the men of the First Division of the Ninth Corps 
from the odium that has been passed upon them by such writers 
as Swinton, who never took the trouble to carefully study the 
subject from behind the scenes, a self-constituted critic of 
matters which he did not understand and apparently took no 
pains to obtain correct and reliable information. 

We quote General Barnes and W. H. Osborne as follows : - 
EAST BOSTON, Feb. ith, 1896. 

Capt. JOHN ANDRRBON, 
U.S. Army. 

Xv Dear Captain: I am in receipt of yours of January SOth, and 
note pour reference to the orders of General Meade and General Burnside, 
which indicate that it was the intention that the First nivislon should 
continue to advance after reaching the crater. Such being the case, an 
error was somewhere made in transmitting the order. My statements 
as to the orders received from the brigade commander on the afternoon 
preceding the battle stand for what they are worth. I cannot undertake 
to explain the matter, and prefer not to hazard any conjecture or criti- 
clsm. You inform me that Colonel Clarke confirms my statement by 
eaying that brigade commanders received ordere "not to move beyond 
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the crater." This is certainly atrong confirmation. Observe that I 
stated that regimental commanders received such orders. Clarke, if I 
understood you correctly, goes further and says that brigade commanders 
received the orders. If I am not mistaken, Clarke was at  the time 
adjutant-general on the stati of Colonel Marshall, commanding the 
Second Brigade. If so, this testimony is invaluable. Plainly, an error 
was made ~omewhere. I do not question that an attempt was made to 
advance the division some time M e t  it reached the crater, when the con- 
dition of affairs waa badly mixed. If I am correct in saying that regi- 
mental commanders had understood that they were not to  advance, it  was 
a diWcult matter to a l t e ~  things in the confusion that existed in the 
crater. 

Now, regarding Colonel Powell's statement and General Ledlie's 
order to advance, communicated through Powell, i t  is my impression, 
in which I may be wrong, that Powell went back and reported the con- 
dition of affairs, and was then directed to advance the di\lsion, this 
being the flrst time that the divislou had been ordered to adrance. If I 
am right, Powell didn't report that his division would not or could not 
advance, leading to the inference that it had been previously ordered to 
do so. He went back to explain the situation and stated the impossi- 
bility of any advance, and this was after troops, other than our 
division, occupied the crater. Then he received the order to advauce 
our division Look carefully at  the order which you quote as  given to 
Powell, and see if there is not some indication in it  that the division had 
not previously received orders to advance. If Powell meant to refer to 
hls division solely, then, of course, I am wrong as far as the Powell inci- 
dent is concerned. The historian of my regiment, the ZDth, says (p. 316) : 

The other divisions, with the exception of the Fourth, followed, but 
they did not advance beyond the lines of the First Division. Remaining 
in the crater, they added to the confuslon, and flnally rendered any 
movement impossible." 

Since you wrote me I have obtained from the historian of the 29th 
hfassachusetts Regiment a paper of great value in connection with the 
matter a t  issue, which I take the liberty of enclosing herewith. By 
referring to pages 316 and 316 of the 29th '~ history, you will a t  once 
perceive from the enclosed document that General Bartlett fully con- 
firms my statement that we were "not to advance" after roaching the 
crater . . . . 

0 BOSTON, Feb. 2, 1896. 
Gen. JOSEPH H. BARKEY. 

Dear S i r :  The statement of a fleld ofecer of Geueral Ledlie's 
Division, Ninth Corps, referred to on page 315 of the history of the 29th 
Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers, and quoted entire on pages 316 



and 816 of that work, was referred to &n. William F. Bartlett, who 
commanded the flrst brlgade of that division at the time of the battle, 
for his inspection, and opinion touching Its adcuracy. After retaining 
the manuscript for several weeks, he returned It to me, with a letter, in 
which he stated that he concurred in all the material statements con- 
tained in it, especlally as to the plan of the morement and the orders 
given to the varlous brigade commanders. 

I am yours respectfully, 
W. E. OSBORNE, 

Historian of the 29th Mass. Regt. 

We have entered more fully into the details of this engage- 
ment than we otherwise would, for the reason that so much odium 
for the unfortunate failure has been cast upon the gallant men of 
the First Division, by which great injustice has been done them. 
It is our purpose to publish only the truth, which, we believe, 
will fully rindicate them from the aspersions that even many his- 
torians have bken blindly led to cast upon them, even by implica- 
tion that their conduct was cowardly and dishonorable, which is 
the reverse of the actual truth. 

One fact seems settled beyond question, viz. : that General 
Meade's orders to General Burnside, and the latter's orders to his 
division commanders, were for the First Division to move beyond 
the crater and seize the crest known as Cemetery Hill. Whether 
it were possible to execute the order, or not, will always remain a 
question of speculation, but that the men of the First Division 
were guilty of 4' misbehavior" or would not go forward in 
obedience to orders, we emphatically deny. Early in the action 

.. we personally heard division and brigade staff officers communi- 
cating orders to " halt," later, and when it became impossible to 
advance, orclere were head to move forward." 

Colonel Loring of General Burnside's staff reported during 
the engagement that Ledlie's division was in the crater, but 

could not be got forward." He did not say that they refused 
to go forward, and did not say why they " could not be got 
forward." This wa8 about an hour after the explosion of the 
mine. General Meade evidently did not underatand the confused 
condition of affsi1.e at that time existing in the mine, for he at 
once ordered General Burnside to a push with all his force to the 



crest." The confusion then was so great, and the obstacles that 
were presented so absolutely insurmountable, that it was wholly 
impossible to have obeyed the order, even if every man had been 
a General Grant, a General Meade, an Agamemnon or Achilles. 

General Grant says in his c c  Personal Memoirs " : b L  Ledlie's 
division marched into the crater immediately on the explosion, 
but most of them stopped there in the absence of any one to give 
directions, their commander having found some safe retreat to 
get into before they started." 

Generals Grant, Mede  and Burnside all agree that the 
orders were for the First Division to push forward beyond the 
crater and seize Cemetery Hill. In reviewing the reporta, made 
subsequent to the affair, as published in "Rebellion Records," we 
find that every division comn~ander acted upon this basis. Re- 
p o r t ~  of brigade commanders of the First Division are silent upon 
this point, hut assume that they had accomplished their purpose in 
carrying the position of the crater. 

As General Ledlie, the commander of the First Division, has 
been severely ceneured for not carrying out his orders, it is only 
fair to hear what he had to say. In his report published in 
" Rebellion Records," he says (after describing the formations 
for the charge) : " I then gave instructions to 111y brigade com- 
manders to the effect that when the order for the charge was 
given the column should move through the breach to be made by 
the mine and then to press forward and occupy the hill beyond, 
when the 35th were to be set at work throwing up intrenchmenta. 
At daylight everything was ready. The mine was sprung at 4.45 
A.M., and the fortifications in my front were utterly demolished. 
As soon as the debris, consequent upon the explosion, had fallen 
to the ground, I gave the order for the charge and my brigades 
mounted our breastworks and puuhed forward gallantly over the 
slope leading to the enemy's line, taking posse~sion of the demol- 
ished fort and occupying about one hundred yards of the enemy's 
rifle pits to the left (our right of it), capturing one stand of colors 
and about fifty prisoners. The dirision was here halted to re- 
form and hastily constructed traverses to shield the men from a 
terrible aud incessant flank fire, which at the same time afforded 
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our sharpshooters an excellent opportunity for picking off can- 
noneers from a battery that enfiladed the position and poured a 
destructive fire of canister and shrapnel into my line. At this 
time the enemy was holding the same line of intrenchments with 
my own troops, starting from the point where the right of my 
division rested and extending thence to the left (our right). It 
was impossible for my line to advance from this position as no 
troops had come up on my right to dislodge the enemy, and had I 
moved my line forward the enemy would, merely by filing to the 
right in the same trench, have occupied my position and poured a 
deadly fire into my rear. I reported this fact to one of the corps 
staff omcers and soon after received peremptory orders to move 
my troops forward. I immediately gave the necessary orders, 
and the brigade commanders had barely got their men into 
proper position for a charge when the colored troops came run- 
ning into the crater, and filing through passed into the rifle pita to 
the left (our right) of the fort, where my troops now formed for 
the charge. 

The colored troops then made a feeble attempt at a charge, 
but before they accomplished anything the enemy'made a flerce 
attack and they retreated precipitately into the rifle pits, breaking 
my line and crowding the pits to such an extent that it was 
impossible to re-form my line. 

'' The enemy, seeing the advantage gained by this attack, 
shortly afterwards made another, fiercer and more determined 
than the Arst, and owing to the crowded condition of the 
troops, a panic was created among the colored regimenta and they 
broke and fied in disorder to the rear, pressing back with them 's 
large portion of my line. Those remaining in the pita were then 
captured . . . . 11 

It will be seen from this report that he had at some time 
understood that his order was to go forward to the crest. Com- 
menting upon it, through the light of personal observation, we 
are free to say that after passing through the crater with much 
difllculty, the lines had become considerably broken and it was 
necessary to halt and re-form them before advancing upon Ceme- 
tery Hill. However, that could have been accomplished before 

# 
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the enemy could have recovered from his surprise. As for 
exposing the flanks, where the enemy might gain our rear, that 
had already been provided for by the following divisions swinging 
to the right and left, which they could not do until the First 
Division had moved forward beyond the crater, so as not to be in 
the way. The fact was, the enemy was not there in force strong 
enough to make any flank attack and very little flring came from 
the flanks for some time, a time su83cient to have executed all the 
movements for the security of both flallks and rear. General 
Ledlie's orders were imperative and left him no discretion. He 
should therefore have been present in person, clothed in his right 
mind, re-formed his lines at once and charged the crest beyond, 
though it had cost him every man in the division; leaving the 
part to be performed by others to those to whom the task had 
been assigned, instead of faltering for fear they would not do it. 
As General Ledlie was not present with his division, his report is 
based upon those made to him, what others saw and not he, aud 
therefore loses most of its value as a reliable document. We 
only give it that his version of the affair may be considered for 
what it is deemed worth. 

In General Burnside's report he says : 4 L  At about 6.30 A.M. 

orders were again sent to the division commanders not to halt at 
the works, but to advance at once to the crest without waiting for 
mutual support." 

In the general plan of attack the Ninth Corps wRs to be 
supported by the Fifth and Eighteenth, the latter to follow the 
Ninth when the way was clear, while the Fifth was to consolidate 
on their right, to the left of the Ninth Corps, and advance upon 
the enemy's main line in case it should be weakened to meet the 
assault of the Ninth. During the operations the Fifth Corps 
made no attempt to advance, ita commander reporting that the 
rebel works in his front were still held by a strong force. He 
does not say upon what information this report was based. 
Those who werk in the crater and in position where they could 
see, have stated that the Confederate front line for some distance 
to the right and left was for a time almost entirely abandoned. 
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Theee statamente have since been confirmed by Confederate 
reports. 

An advance along the whole line, at this t h e ,  to the right 
and left of the crater, could probably have been made ae easily 
as it was the following April. At least a demonstration by the 
troops which were held in reserve would have relieved the terrible 
pressure which was bearing with deadly effect upon the Ninth 
Corps in the crater ; we mean a direct assault upon the enemy's 
intrenched line and not by way of the crater. This would have 
given the troops of the Ninth Corps an opportunity for re-forming 
and moving forward to Cemetery Hill. 

One brigade of the Eighteenth Corps did get in when it became 
too late to accomplish anything, but as General Meade reported, 
was carried back by the L b  disorganized ~ o u r t h  Division of the 
Ninth Corps." In the report above referred to (see " Rebellion 
Records ") General Meade adds : " It will be seen to be the con- 
current testimony of all parties that the failure of success was in 
a great measure due to the injudicious advance of the colored 
division into the overcrowded crater and adjacent parts of the 
enemy's line, and to the confusion produced hy their retiring a 
disordered and disorganized mass after attempting an assault." 

On the 24th of July, six day8 preceding this affair, Generril 
Meade called upon his chief engineer (Major Duane) for his 
opinion as to the expediency of an assault after the explosion of 
the mine. The latter replied (same date) : " I have the honor to 
state that the line of the enemy's works in front of General 
Burnside is not situated on the crest of the ridge separating us 
from Petereburg ; that the enemy have undoubtedly occupied thie 
ridge as a second line. Should General Burnside succeed in 
exploding his mine he would probably be able to take the enemy's 
first line, which is about one hundred yards in advance of his 
approach. Beyond this I do not think he could advance until the 
works in front of the Fifth Corps are carried, as the Ninth Corps 
columns would be taken in flank by a heavy artillery fire from 
works in front of the centre of the Fifth Corps and in front by 
fire from the works on the crest near the Cemetery Hill. I do 
not believe that the works in front of the Fifth Corps can be 
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carried until our lines can be extended to the left, so as to 
envelop the enemy's line." 

 lie Court of Inquiry which was ordered to inquire into the 
cause of failure severely censured the Ninth Corps Commander 
(General Burnside) and every division commander of the Ninth 
Corps, except General Potter, but was entirely ailent upon the 
inaction of the commander of the Fifth Corps. 

While General Burnaide requested an investigation of the 
matter, he objected to the court, as constituted, and addressed 
a letter to that effect to the Secretary of War, in which he said : 
fi Whilst I have the greatest respect for the ofBcera composing 
the court ordered by Special Orders War Department,'No. 258, 
to examine into the affair of the 80th instant (ultimo) I beg to 
submit that it should be composed of omcers who do not belong 
to this army. Whilst I am moat willing and feel it my due to 
have the fulleat investigation, I should not, under the circum- 
stances, demand one, nor seek to preaa the matter to an issue in 
any degree adverse to the general commanding the Army of the 
Potomac. I am ready to await the verdict of time. But, if an 
investigation is to be had, I feel that I have a right to ask that it 
be made by officers not in this army, and not selected by General 
Meade. All of the offlcera constituting the court held command 
in the supporting columns which were not brought into action that 
day. The judge advocate is a member of General Meade's staff. 
General Meade has also preferred charges againat me upon which 
I desire to be tried. As the court convenes on Monday, the 8th 
instant, I respectfully request an answer may be returned as soon 
as possible." 

This requeet was not granted, and the court, as originally con- 
stituted, was convened. Its findings hare not been fully justifled 
by the verdict of time, or the Congressional Committee. Our 
gallant brigade commander, General Bartlett, received no censure, 
and as he always spoke in the highest praise of the conduct of 
the brigade, we are unable to see any truth or justice in the slurs 
and criticisms that have been cast upon the men of the First 
Division of the Ninth Corps. Withall that has been said to their 
discredit, not a single incident of cowardice has ever been cited, 



and no one has ventured to eay what, under the circumstances, 
for which they were not responeible, they ehould have done. 

General Barnee, who succeeded General Bartlett in command 
of the brigade, after the latter had been captured, speaks in praiee 
of Cnpt. George H. Howe, of the Fifty-Seventh Moesachueetts, 
who " waa killed while standing on the enemy'e worke and en- 
couraging the men." 





CHAPTER X. 

WELDON RAIIiROAD. 

CCORDING to the Returns of the Army of the Po- 
tomac on the 20th of July, 1864 (prior to the crater 
engagement), its effective force of infantry, enlisted 
men present for cluty equipped, was 37,984; ite 
effective force of cavalry, 10,280. The effective 

force of infantry of the Army of the James on the 
31st of July was 24,009 ; of its cavalry 1,880. 

.&The effective force of the Army of ~ o r t h e r n  Virginia on 
the 10th of July (Confederate), was 39,295; of its cavalry, 
8,436. The Sixth Corps of the Army of the Potomac and the 
Second Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia were detached and 
not included in these returns. Johnson's and Hoke's divisione 
are included in the strength of the Army of Northern Virginia." 

The above is takeu from "The Virginia Campaign of 1864 
and 1865," by Gen. A. A. Humphreys, page 265. 

After the disastrous affair at the crater, the remnant of the 
regiment, numbering less than fifty men for duty, under command 
of Lieut. Albert Doty, resumed the old routine in the trenches 
and was assigned to the Third Brigade of the First Division, 
commanded by .General White. Col. Joseph H. Barnes of the 
29th Massachusetts was assigned to the command of the brigade. 
The men felt a satisfaction in knowing that the division com- 
mander was an offlcer of acknowledged abilitj and one upon whom 
they could rely, while Colonel Barnes was a gallant officer who 
had been conspicuous for his bravery upon many former occasions, 
n Inan of tireless energy and dash, in every respect a fine soldier. 

General Burnside was granted leave of ~hsence August 13tb, 
and immediately took his departure from the 31-my, much to the 
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regret of all the ottlcera and men under hie command, who held 
him in great esteem and affection. His kind consideration of 
them, during all the trying scenes through which the Ninth Corps 
had passed, had won for him the enduring affection of all. Know- 
ing that he felt more deeply than anyone elee the mortiflcati9n of 
the dark crater disaster, the men felt that he, as well as they, 
had been made the victim of a combination of unfortunate circum- 
stances, and their hearts clung to him all the stronger. There 
never was a time when his name would arouse more enthusiaem in 
the Ninth Corps than when he was taking leave of it. Men in 
the ranks may be entirely ignorant of the plans and purposes of 
those in high command, but they are not slow, and seldom err, 
to perceive where the responsibility rests for failure or succees. 
This was not an exceptional instance, and their judgment did not 
fix the entire responsibility of this failure upon General Burnside. 
He was succeeded by Gen. John G. Parke. General Ledlie's 
leave-taking was not so much to be regretted. It rather seemed 
that he Was a little out of place a8 a general, though he would 
doubtless have proved a succese in running a hotel. His removal 
from command was a h e a q  loss to the enemy. 

The brigade was given no time for rest or recuperation. One 
day it would be in the rifle pita at the front, and the next doing 
fatigue duty in rear, and constantly exposed to the fire of the 
enemy, both day and night, los i~g  one man, Private Wesley D. 
Goddard of Co. F, mortally wounded (died Aug. 18th, 1864), 
and four men wounded, viz. : Privates Patrick Delaney and 
William Neville of Co. A, George W. Kinney, Co. I, and Henry 
H. Perry of Co. K (died of wounds April 9th, 1865). 

During the night of August 14th, the Ninth Corps wae re- 
lieved by the Eighteenth and marched off to the left, where it 
relieved the Fifth Corps, while the latter moved towards the 
Weldon Railroad. Here the regiment, with the rest of the brig- 
ade, was placed on the skirmish line, in an exposed position, 
without defensive works of any kind. On the 19th it was mo~ed 
still farther to the left, in order to connect with the Fifth Corps. 
While on the march through a drenching rainstorm, it was 
furiouely attacked by the enemy, who approached from a piece of 



woods and weailed the right flank. For a time our troops were 
etaggered and a eerious dieaster was threatened. The attack was 
made by the Confederate troops under Gen. A. P. Hill, Mahone'e 
division being directed upon the command of General Wilcox. 
The flghting at this point wae very spirited, but our troops suc- 
ceeded in holding the lines against repeated charges; the 
Fifty-Seventh again lost heavily. The regiment went into action 
with forty-five enlisted men under command of 1st Lieut. Albert 
Doty and loet one enlisted man killed, Private Uriah Barrett of 
Co. A, and Corp. George W. Willard of Co. H, who died of 
wounds Sept. 18th, 1864, making the loss two killed, seven 
wounded and eeven missing ae follows : - 

WOUh-DED. 

A. Bedreanx, Pvt. Co, A Edmnnd Plne, Pvt. CO. F 
Danlel Flynn, 6 6  Dennls Lee, ,I Co. 0 
Henry C. Flagg, Bergt. Co. B (Died of wounds Bept. 7th, 1864.) 
Charles A. Babe, Pvt. Co D Onliford P. Heath, PI%. Co. Ii 

hn88INQ. 

Joseph E. Sweeteer, Pvt. Co. A Merwln Rowe, Pvt. Co. C 
(Dled of wonnds Oct. 80th, 1864, Charles W b m e ,  " Co. D 

at Bellebury, N.C.) John Bhea, ' I  L a 

Charlee E. Culver, Pvt. Co. B Joseph H. Beckwith, Co. I 
Joseph Benois, I' Co. C 

Making a total of sixteen. The regiment had now become 
reduced to one ofleer and leea than one-third of a company. 

The timely arrival of the Ninth Corps saved the Fifth from 
defeat. The corpe captured about two hundred prisoners and a 
stand of colore, held and strengthened the line which had been 
captured and which, after that, became a part of the main line of 
Federal worke on the left. The Ninth Corpe was now posted, 
with the division of General Wilcox on the right, from the Fifth 
Corps on the Weldon Railroad to the left of the Second Corps 
on the Jerusalem plank road, and remained in this position until 
the 21st, when the enemy resumed the attack with great vigor, 
repeatedly charging our line of breastworks, in order to regain 
poeseeeion of that part of the Weldon Railroad, which had been 
captured by our troope, but each charge was repulsed with great 
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loss to the seeailants. The Federal loss was also considerable, 
amounting to about three thousand in killed, wounded and missing. 
The Fifth Corps lost heavily in miesing. 

The great object of contention was now the Petereburg and 
Weldon Railroad, running nearly due south from Petereburg, and 
which was one of the main arteries of supply for the Confederate 
troops in and around Petersburg. With this in possessidn of the 
Federals, they had only the South Side Railroad, running 'in a 
southwesterly direction and connecting with the Richmond and 
Danville Railroad at Burke's Station, which was also the junction 
of the railroad from Richmond to Lynchburg, due west from 
Petereburg. The South Side road would be their main source of 
supply, although they held undisputed possession of the railroad 
from Peteraburg to Richmond. The possession of th small 
portion of the Weldon Railroad held by the Federal troops would 
not prevent the Confederates from using it, as a line of supply, up 
to a point where freight could be hauled by wagons to Petersburg. 
The object of the Federal commander was to gain possession of, 
or destroy, about ten or twelve miles more of it, to the south, as 
far as Rowanty Creek. This would necessitate the hauling of 
Confederate supplies around by Dinwiddie Court House and 
Boydton plank mad to Petersburg, thus rendering the Weldon 
Railroad of little practical use as a source of supply to the 
Confederate army. 

The Federal movement to gain this object was anticipated 
by the Confederates, who, fully realizing its importance, took 
steps to prevent it, General Lee sending most of A. P. Hill's 
corps, with one brigade of Lolrgstreet's and two divisions of 
General Wade Hampton's cavnlry, to gain possession of the 
disputed road. These movements brought on the engagement a t  
Ream's Station, a point on the above mentioned road, just north 
of Rowanty Creek. The Second Corps had been moved around 
to the left in the vicinity of Ream's Station, where it was attacked 
on the 25th by the tl-oops under Gen. A. P. Hill, who gained a 
decided advantage, thc loss of the Second Corps being nearly 
twenty-five hundred, with the loss of several stands of colors. 
As the Fifty-Seventh did not actively participate in this engnge- 
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ment we will not attempt a deecription of it. The heavy loeees 
which had fallen upon the First Divieion of the Ninth Corpe had 

' eo reduced it aa to make a reorganization of the corps neceseary. 
In  Woodbury's L '  Hiatory o i  the Ninth Army Corpe" he epeake 
of the First Divieion ae follows : L G  They had borne an honorable 
part in erery action eince the opening of the campaign, and had 
left on every battlefield the evidences of their heroic self-eacrifice. 
I t  now became neceseary to merge the troope of the First Divi- 
sion with those of the Second and Third. The troop were 
divided, but the name wae retained. General White was relieved 
and General Wilcox placed in command of the First Division and 
General Potter in command of the Second, ae thus compacted." 
In this consolidation and transfer (Sept. let, 1864), the 29th, 
57th and 59th Maaeachusetta, 3d Maryland, 100th Pennsylvania 
and 14th New York Heavy Artillery composed the Third Brigade, 
First Divieion. of the Ninth Army Corpe. 

On the 25th of August the regiment wae moved about half a 
mile to the right and constructed a strong line of earthworks, 
where it remained doing picket duty until September 29th. Dur- 
ing this time some of the omcere and men who had been abeent, 
sick and wounded returned to the regiment for duty, so that it 
numbered about sixty men. On September 3d, Lieut-Col. J. M. 
Tucker, though not having entirely recovered from the wound he 
received on the 17th of June, joined and took command of the 
regiment. 

On the 14th of September, N. B. McLaughlen waa mustered 
into the United States service aa colonel of the Fifty-Seventh, per 
special orders from the War Department, with rank from Dec. 
17th) 1862. He immediately aesumed command of the brigade 
by virtue of seniority of hie commission. Colonel McLaughlen a t  
this time held a commission as captain in the Fourth Regular 
Cavalry. He had previously held the position of colonel of the 
old 1st Maeeachusetts Infantry, and was an omcer of wide es- 
perience, brave and cool in action, firm in diecipline, efficient in 
command and ambitious to win the glittering star, hut, ae it only 
came by brevet, it never shone in full radiance upon his shoulders. 

Before closing the chapter on the lVeldon Railroad, we take 
pleasure in publishing a portion of s very interesting article from 
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the pen of Whitman V. White, M.D., published in'the January 
(1895) number of the magazine entitled Blue and Gray." 
Doctor White was surgeon of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts a t  
the time. I omit the part relating to other regiments. 

c c  The division was under the command of Brigadier-General 
White and the brigaae was under the command of Colonel Barnes. 
The command reached an open field just in season to check a 
well-meant flank movement of the enemy. . . . . 

r c  In all my service with the Army of the Potomac as medical 
officer at division headquarters, I was really under Are but a few 
times. This was one of the occasions, consequently the events 
of that day were burned into my soul and can never be forgotten. 
I f  I had time to write the history of the regiment of which I was 
commissioned surgeon by Governor Andrew of Massachusetts 
(Fifty-Seventh), of ita almost complete annihilation in the battles 
from the Wilderness to the Weldon Railroad, every man of which 
was my personal friend, one could appreciate the sentiment which 
prompted me, on the afternoon of the 18th of August, to go and see 
the few that were left in the trenches on the right of the line in front 
of Petemburg.' Our casualties embraced the killing or wounding 
of every field and line oacer except two. The regiment wan in 
conlmand of a 1st lieutenant, the line quiet and the evening balmy. 
Gen. Julius White was temporarily in command of the division, 
which was three miles from where I had located the divieion hospital. 
The General invited me to remain with him until morning, and 
supplied me with a blanket on which I laid down upon the veranda 
of the house which was occupied by the omcere. At three A.M. 
I was awakened by the long roll. An aide from corps head- 
quarters brought an order for the division to move immediately 
for the Weldon Railroad, about eight miles distant, to the support 
of a division of the fifth Corps that had been attacked the day 
before and repulsed. Instead of going back to the hospital I 
sent my orderly to order the ambulance train and medical staff to 
follow on. As the skeleton of my regiment passed the place 
where General White and I were standing, a young private said 
to me : ' Doctor, I have no musket; may 1 go to the rear? ' 1 

-1s mhP8 to the cnter, July 80th.- J. A. 
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said to him : GO with US, my boy, we will take care of you.' 
On the march I saw him trudging along. The morning was 
bright and clear. We followed an aide from the Fifth Corps and 
an occasional shot in the distance told us that we were nearing 
the Confederate lines. I was riding with General White and hi 
staff ae we entered a cornfield, not one of us suspecting that we 
were near the line of action, when from a piece of wood, which 
skirted the fleld, we received a volley of musketry on our right 
flank. The worn-out little private who had asked to go to the 
rear when we started, lay dead with a bullet hole through his 
forehead. When I saw his lifeless form, aa he lay between the 
rows of corn, I reproached myself for not allowing him to go to 
the rear. 

In a moment a line of battle was formed. We were isolated. 
From the flring which then became general along the whole line, 
General White leaned the direction of the Fifth Corps line of 
battle. Captain Snow of his staff said he would try and find the 
left of Warren's line. I immediately took possession of a house 
under the hill and established a field hospital. An aide from the 
Second Brigde staff reported to me, saying he wae not well and 
asked to remain with me at the field hospital. He was constitu- 
tionally a coward and could not help it;  otherwise he wae a 
magnificent fellow, a social chum of Captain Snow. As soon as 
the ambulances reported they were sent in the direction of the 
firing, returning shortly filled with the wounded, sdme of whom 
had lain on the ground all night. I t  wae not long before word 
was brought me that Captain Snow waa badly wounded, and he 
wan removed to the division hospital far in our rear. The Captain 
had found Warren's left, and when returning, went through a 
terrific fire. He lay on his horse's neck and rode fast and furious, 
but, in this position, a bullet entered the top of his shoulder, and 
paseing downward and outward, cut the spinal cord below his 
arms, thus paralyzing him, with the exception of his arms. When 
the lieutenant, to whom I have referred, pushed aside the tent fly 
and saw his bosom companion lying there helpless, his emotions 
overcame him, and he turned quickly and look4 out of the tent. 
Observing this, the dying soldier said : Never mind, lieutenant, 
this is the fortune of war. I have been in twenty-four battles 



236 FIFTY-SEVENTH REGIXENT MASS. VOLUNTEERS. 

and thought I should live to get home, but I have met the fate of 
a soldier.' . . . . 

LbThe house and the yard where I had established the 
temporary field hospital were soon filled with wounded from the 
Fifth Corps, our division and some Confederates. . . . . I 
made no distinction among the wounded so far as personal com- 
fort was coucerned, but attended to operations for our own men 
Rret, if there were no immediate necessity of doing otherwise. 
Among the Confederates wounded was an Irishman with a broad 
brogue. His right limb was shattered below the knee, he had a 
wound through the thigh and a flesh wound in the abdominal wall. 
This Irishman, I think, was from a Louisiana regiment. He was 
made comfortable while he waited for me to amputate hie leg. 
As he lay upon an improvieed bed, I went to him and said : Pat, 
I didn't expect to fiud you fighting against the old green flag.' 
His reply was : Shure, they made me think it was for the old 
green flag I was fighting. I have been in the South for eleven 
years.' I told him we were going to do for him just as we did 
for our own men and hie leg must come off. He eaid he knew it 
and wanted the job done. In a playful way I said to him : You 
will not be able to march with a wooden leg, but you can ride a 
horse, so if you get well, you can join the cavalry.' His reply 
was: A divil a step will I go.' I asked him if the Confederates 
did not owe him pay. He eaid, Yes, eleven months.' You'll 
go back for that? ' I questioned. Not much,' was the reply ; 

it would take a month's pay to get a good dinner iu Richmond. 
You might as well hare the laves off the bushes.' 

Among the wounded of the Fifth Corps that made an attack 
on the 18th was Lieutenant McKibbin, of General Hay's staff. 
When I came to him, as an expreesion of hie gratitude he took a 
stud from his shirt bosom, on which was marked his initials and 
regiment, and asked me to keep it as a token from him. About 
noon the rain came down in torrents. There were no roads or 
fences as landmarks, ancl getting about, except ou foot or horse- 
back, was difflcult. The scenes we passed through that day, the 
discomforts of the situation and the continual loss of so many 
men and officers, hare left their lasting impression." 

I 



CHAPTER XI. 

POPLAR GROVE CHURCH. 

LL quiet along the Appomattox," was the condition of 
affairs during most of the month of September, 
1864. The regiment took ita place in the trenchee 
and did not engage in active operations until near 

the end of the month, and the men were allowed a 
little rest. Thin, howeyer, was only &.( the calm that 
precerles the storm." Geueral Grant was again form- 

ulating his plane for further & &  hammering," and his attention was 
still directed towards the Confederate right flank. His aim was 
now, not only to secbre a firmer grasp of the foothold gained on 
the Weldon Railroad, but to extend the left flank further to the 
west to gain possession of the South Side Railroad heretofore 
mentioned This successfully accomplished would leave the 
Confederates in possession of only one railroad, that running 
north to Richmond. I t  was knowu that the Confederates would 
not relinquish the South Side road without the most deeperate 
fighting ; that every step of the way would be stubbornly disputed. 

On the 48th of September, the Firet and Second Dirisions 
of the Ninth Corps were massed in preparation for the contem- 
plated advance, and on the 80th the movement commenced. It 
was a continuation .of the old story, &'swinging around to the 
left," to crush the Confederate right. The Ninth Corps was to 
co-operate with the Fifth, the first objective point being to gain 
possession of the intersection of two wagon roads of considerable 
importance, known as the Poplar Spring and Squirrel Level ronds. 
This was at Peeble's farm, about two miles beyond and to the 
west of the Weldon Railroad. From there the movement was to 
be further continued towrrd.the Boydton road and the South Side 
Railroad; pushed, in fact, as far as possible. The enemy was 
etrongly posted on a ridge of hills near Peeble's farm. General 
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GrHn's divieion of the Fifth Corps made a gallant charge over 
six hundred yards of open ground, carrying the enemy'e poeition 
and capturing one gun and a small number of prisonere. The 
enemy retired to another intrenched poeition about half a mile in, 
rear of the first. The Ninth Corpe moved up promptly to the 
eupport of the Fifth. The two divieione, First and Second, moved 
through the Pegram farm towards the Boydton road. The Second 
Brigade of the Second Divieion moved forward to the attack, but 
was met by a euperior force, which broke the line between the 
two corps (Fifth and Ninth), throwing it into considerable con- 
fusion. Thie disaster fell moetly upon the Second Divieion of 
the Ninth Corps, General Potter's. The First Dirieion, General 
Wilcox, moved promptly forward in eupport and aided General 
Potter in establishing his line again. The First Divieion of the 
Fifth Corpe was hurried up to this point, made an attack and 
succeeded in checking the further advance of the enemy. 

Night coming on terminated the engagement for that day 
(Sept. SOth, 1864) and the Ninth Corps proceeded to occupy the 
captured works at Peeble'e farm, its right connecting with the 
left of the Fifth. The poeition thus gained waa at once intrenched. 
This carried our intrenched lines about three miles beyond the 
Weldon Railroad. 

In describing the moremente of the several brigades and 
divisions of the Ninth Corpe, the reader must constantly bear in 
mind that the Fifty-Seventh Maesachueetta, at  thie time, belonged 
to the Third Brigade of the First Division, General Wilcox. The 
caeualtiee 00 the Federal side in this affair amounted to eomething , 
over two thousand, of which over half were prisoners. The lose 
of the Confederates is unknown. The Fifty-Seventh again came 
in for its share and lost one man killed, with eeven wounded, aa 
follows : - 

KILLED. 

Lyman Broad, Pvt. Co. A 

WOUNDED. 

Franklin W. Card, Sergt. Co. D Carlos A. Parker, Pvt. Co. G 
Patrick Flynn, Pvt. George H. Wellman, Co. H 
John Hennessey, Co. F. John F. Wellmen, " , L  

Frederick W. Parka, I I 
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While these demonstrations were being made the enemy waa 
strengthening his works and had extended his right as far aa 
Hatcher's Run beyond and to the weat of the Boydton plank road, 
and was in position to check any move that might be made against 
the South Side road. 

The Ninth Corps remained in position until October 2d, 
when, in connection with the Second Corps, it made a reconnois- 
sance towards the Boydton road, where the enemy wae fonnd in 
force, strongly intrenched, and no attack was made. 

Nothing of importance took place between the two armies 
from this time to October 8th. The Federal commander was, in 
the meantime, waiting for a favorable time and opportunity for 
striking a decisire blow, while the Confederate commander waa 
making dispositions to successfully parry it. 

The morale of the Army of the Potomac at this time was not 
what it had been a t  the beginning of the campaign. The flower 
of the old army had been gradually diminishing and the numbers 
made partially good by drafted men and ' 6  bounty-jumpers," men 
who would shirk every dangerous duty and would not go into 
battle unless driven. I t  was the complaint of moat of the corps 

' 

and division commanders that these men could not be relied upon. 
They could not take the same risks with them that they would 
with tried veterans. Yet there were enough of the old soldiers 
present to hold these men in line, even if they were of very little 
use there. Such men seldom fall in battle; their fightiug is 
hoatly done at home after the battle is over; war takes the 
beat and bravest. If the men whose bones were resting beneath the 
blood-stained mil of Virginia could have been again marshalled in 
line, just those alone who had fallen in this campaign, the Con- 
federate right would soon have been shattered. Whether the 
resulta obtained fully compensated for all this slaughter, will 
always remain a disputed question. 

October 8th, the Fifty-Seventh was again brought into action 
under command of the brave Major Doherty, who had just joined 
again for duty, having been absent on account of a severe wound 
received at Petemburg on the 17th of June. The following report 
of this affair, copied from the Report of the Adjutant-General, 
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Steta of Maseachusetts, for the year 1864, gives a very brief and 
coucise account of the part performed by the regiment: - 

c b  The First Division, Ninth Army Corps, being ordered to 
make a rewnnoissance in force, moved from its camp in a 
direction to the left of the Pegram House.* Arriving at the 
picket line, the Fifty-Seventh, under wmmand of Major James 
Doherty, was deployed as skirmishers, covering the front of the 
Third Brigade. An advance of half a mile brought in view the 
cavalry videttes of the enemy, posted in the edge of the woods, 
in rear of a deserted line of works. The line continued its 
advance, driving the picketa through the timber and across a field 
into a forest beyond, at which time the left of the Fifty-Seventh 
became detached from the skirmishers of the First Brigade of the 
First I)ivision, in consequence of that brigade having obliqned to 
the left. Whereupon the enemy, perceiving his advantage, at  
once threw a strong force against the exposed dank, necessitating 
a change of frout, which was executed in an orderly manner, 
despite the rapid and destructive fire from the advancing line. A 
new position was taken up some three hundred yards in renr of 
the old, one wing of the regiment occupying a farm house and ita 
outbuildings, and the other resting iu the edge of the timber. 
This position was maintained until night, when orders were re- 
ceived to return to camp." 

The caeualties of this affair were : - 
KILLED. 

George Jameson, Pvt. Co. - 
George W. Shaw, Prt. Co. - 

WOUNDED. 

Harris C. Warren, Pvt. Co. B Romanzo Stevens, l'vt Co I 
Benjamin L. Leonard, L L  " William K. Moore, t 

William H. Prouty, Corp. Co. C George Gavin, I . ,, 
John Love, Prt " Frank H. Lowell, Corp. Co. K 
Alfred M. Allen, Corp. Co. G Edwin Pratt, . b  

William McDanlels, Pvt. Co. I John Adams, Pvt . 
The total loss of the First Division in this affair was three killed 
and thirteen wounded, all but two being in the Fifty-Seventh. 

This waa situated near Hatcher1@ Run between the Vaughn and Squlrrel Level 
roads.- J. A. 
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The troops now went to work to strengthen the position they 
had gained along the Weldon Railroad and beyond, to within 
three miles of the South Side Railroad and about one-half from 
the Boydton plank road. Beyond t h i ,  and along Hatcher's Run, 
the enemy had constructed strong forti0cations, which were 
defended by a heavy force. Frequent reconnoissanccs were made 
in that direction, but the position and strength of the enemy were 
found too strong for direct assault, hence General Grant deter- 
mined to bring a sufflcieut force to attack the enemy here, with 
the ultimate object of gaining possession of the South Side Rail- 
road. This would have been the crowning event with which to 
close the summer's campaign, and would have rendered the position 
of the Confederate army in Petersburg untenable for any length 
of time, resulting, most likely, to their withdrawal within the 
defences of Richmond. 

In pursuance of this plan the Federal commander gave orders 
for a combined movement by the Second, Fifth and Ninth Corps, 
with several batteries of light artillery and General Gregg's 
division of cavalry. The movement commenced October 27th. 
The Ninth Corps occupied the extreme left of the line. The 
Second Corps was to move around its left with the division of 
cavalry still farther to the left. General Grant's instructions to 
General Meade were as follows: b L  Make your preparations to 
march out at an early hour on the 27th to gain possession of 
the South Side Railroad, to hold it, and fortify back to your 
present left. In  commencing your advance, move in three 
columns, exactly as proposed by yourself in our conversation of 
last evening, and with the same force you proposed to take. 
Parke (Ninth Corps), who starts out nearest to the enemy, should 
be instructed that, if he finds the enemy iutrenched, and their 
works well manned, he is not to attack, but confront him and be 
prepared to advance promptly when he finds that by the movement 
of the other two columns to the right and rear of them, they 
begin to give way." 

The Ninth Corps moved down the Squirrel Level road, the 
Firet Division in advance, with the hope of surprieing the enemy 
in his intrenchments near Hatcher's Run. I t  was thought that 
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they were not yet complete and not strongly manned. The Fifth 
Corps was to follow up the movement in support of the Ninth. 
If the latter met with success, the Fifth was to move to ita left to 
operate upon the enemy's light, but, in case of failure, the Ninth 
Corps was to hold the euemy in check, while the Fifth waa to 
cross Hatcher's Ruu, and endeavor to turn the euemy's right a t  
Burgess Mill on the Boydton plank road. The Second Corps 
marched by the Vaughn road, forded Hatcher's Run, and captured 
some guns and a few prisoners. I t  is not our design, neither will 
space permit our giring a detailed description of all these move- 
ments; suBce it to say that everything worked in harmony, but 
the movement commenced before daylight aud the morning was 
dark and rainy, the troops had to move over narrow cross-roads, 
through dense woods, where felled timber and other obstacles 
retarded the advance. The Ninth and Fifth Corps drove in the 
enemy's pickets and continued a heavy skirmishing. The Second 
Corps attacked further to the left, captured several guns and 
prisonere. Ita movements, being necessarily slow, gave the 
enemy time to concentrate a large force to meet it. Becoming 
separated, in the heavy woods and swamps, from the Fifth Corps, 
the enemy made an attack upon its right and even gained the rear 
of the right, capturing some guns, but, by a skillful movement, 
the front was changed and after considerable hard fighting, the 
enemy was repulsed with the loss of several guns, prisonere and 
colors. The fighting fell mostly upon the Second Corps, which 
showed that ite old spirit was not yet extinct in spite of drafted 
men and L' bounty-jumpers." Its loss in killed, wounded and 
missing was about sixteen hundred. Thnt of the Fifth was less 
than three hundred. The loss of the Ninth was small. The 
Fifty-Seventh lost but one man, Corp. Willinm Worthy, Co. G, 
wounded. The loss of the enemy is not known, but supposed to 
be fully equal to ours. 

The position of the enemy was found everywhere too stroug 
to be carried by assault. EJ-en if driven from one line of in- 
trenchments, it would be nt a heavy loss, and then he had others 
directly in rear into which he could fall back. The thickly 
wooded country rendered it easy to constivct defensive worh in 



POPLAR GROVE CHCHCH. 243 

a very short time. The nearest point reached to the South Side 
Railroad was about six miles, every rod of which would have to 
be gained by repeated charges over strongly defended lines of 
breastworks. The good judgment and discretion of the Federal 
commander prevailed and further offensive movements, in that 
direction, suspended. The morning of the 28th found the two 
armies occupying relatively the same positions. The Federal 
t roop were finally withdrawn to our former lines. 

The several engagements described in this chapter have all 
been given under the head of Poplar Grove Church. They are 
mentioned in the Adjutant-General's Report of Massachusetts, 
1864, as L b  Poplar Grove Church, Va., September 30th; Poplar 
Grove Church 2d, October 8th, and Poplar Grove Church Sd, 
October 28th." The above includes Pegram's farm, etc. 

This closed active operations as far as the Fifty-Seventh was 
concerned, and early in December the regiment moved back to 
the trenches in front of Petereburg, and commenced building 
winter quarters near the ground over which it had charged on the 
night of the 17th of June. This gave assurance of a winter of 
comparative rest and the men went to work with hearty good will, 
erecting huts of rough, unhewn logs, the interstices being filled 
with mud. Bunks were constructed inside, of green branches, 
barrel staves or cracker boxes. Chimneys were built on the out- 
side, of alternate layers of sticks and clay, the tops were often 
crowned with old barrels. The roofs were covered with old 
canvas or pieces of shelter tents. Many were constructed quite 
ingeniously, with floors of old scraps of boards or boxes. These 
hub were generally made to hold four men or more and were 
quite comfortable; in fact, they were looked upon as palatial, 
after the long exposure to heat and cold and storms, with no 
sheltering roofs or other protectiou, save a small piece of oanvas, 
about three feet by five to a man, and not always that. Tables 
and chairs were improvised, pictures from illustrated papers and 
photographs of friends were pasted upon the inner walls, so as to 
present quite a cheerful and artistic appearance. These hub 
were constructed just in rear of the line of intrenchments, which 
had to be coustantly guarded night and day, besides the usual 



picket duty. Very little comfort could be derived from this. 
I t  was the same old routine of groupe of three or four men in a 
hole, with only such temporary ehelter from the winter's storms 
as could be improvised from a blanket or small piece of canvas. 

As winter approached there wae less Bring along the line of 
pickets; both sides suffered equally from this annoyance, which 
gave no advantage to either, and often some of the opposing 
pickets would meet for an exchange of papers or coffee, for tobacco. 
This practice was not approved by the oflcers, as it tended to 
make men lees careful in their guard duty. All such meetings 
were stealthily made when the eye of an offlcer was closed, or busy 
elsewhere. However, they never failed to read a paper obtained 
in this way. This was more objectionable to the Confederates 
than to the Federals. Ae the former met his Yankee foe, he 
found him comfortably dressed and well fed, besidee inspired with 
unshaken contldence in the final success of the Union cauee, while 
he looked upon himself as thinly clad and poorly fed. I t  has 
been etated that in a secret session of the Confederate Congress 
about this time, the condition of the Confederacy, as to subsistence, 
was found to be : - 

That there was not meat enough in the Southern Confed- 
eracy for the armies. it had in the field. 

That there was not in Virginia either meat or bread enough 
for the armies within her limits. 

'6 That the supply of bread for those armiee to be obtained 
from other places depended absolutely upon keeping open the 
r~ilroad connections of the South. 

&&That  the meat must be obtained from abroad through a 
seaport. 

That the transportation was not now adequate, from what- 
ever cauee, to meet the neceesary demands of the service. 

That the supply of fresh meat to General Lee's a iny  was 
precarious, and if the army fell back from Richmond and Peters- 
burg, that there was every probability that it would cease 
altogether." 

Confederate prisoners who were captui-ed were lacking in 
sufficient clothing, and what they did have w ~ s  generally ragged 
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and worn threadbare, while the food found in their haversacks was 
of the coarsest kind and very meagre. They had a half-starred 
appearance and their first and most pressing need was for some- 
thing to eat, next, something comfortable to wear. All this went 
to confirm the foregoing statement and to prove that it was no 
exaggeration. The Confederate prisoner knew all this because 
he was made to feel it. He knew, even as a prisoner of war, his 
condition would be greatly improved in erei-y respect, and finally 
he reasoned that the Confederate cause was fast approaching 
low-water mark, growing weaker month by mouth, and that ita 
complete overthrow waa but a question of time, he had done 
his full duty and all he could do. The glamour of war as it had 
appeared in the early days of 1861 was losing ita charm ; ita once 
dazzling beauty was fast fading, while the boasted glory of oue 
Southerner licking a dozen Yankees" remained in doubtful and 
still greater distant perspective; it had uot been realized. The . 
long-hoped-for intervention of France and Eugland looked more 
doubtful than ever. Reasoning thus, very mauy of the Confed- 
erates, especially the conscripts, deserted the siukiug Confederate 
Ship of State and came into our lines. As the old year 1864 
passed out it saw the hopes of one side growing brighter, while 
those of the other were sinking into impenetrable gloom. Yet if 
the curtain conld have been lifted and the future revealed to them 
in all its truth, it would have disclosed this gloom aa the darkness 
preceding the dawn of a brighter day, even to the South, than she 
had known in all her past history; but now they could sing 
the following lines, familiar to them, in both the spirit and the 
letter : - 

I am dying, Egypt, dying, 
Ebbs the crimeon life-tide fast, 

And the dark Plntonian shadows 
Gather on the evening blast." 

During the remainder of the gear the Fifty-Seventh suffered 
only one more casualty, that of Private Cornelius J. Doherty, Co. 
G, who was wounded December 7th on the picket line, and thus 
closed .the eventful year of 1864. 

We have not been able and have not tried to give the casual- 
ties caused by sickness, only those of battle. 





CHAPTER XII. 

HATCHER'S RUN. 

HE beginning of the year 1865 found the Ninth Corps 
occupying the extreme right of the line of the Army 
of the Potomac, reaching from the Appomattox river 
in a southerly direction, a distance of about seven 

s, with the division of General Wilcox on the right. 
Confederate Army of Northern Virginia was strongly 

posted in its intrenchments, with Longstreet's corps on 
the extreme left, from the Appomattox to White Oak Swamp 
north of the James, General Gordon's from the Appomattox, facing 
the Ninth Corps, to Fort Gregg, and A. P. Hill's corps frpm Fort 
Gregg to Hatcher's Run on the extreme Confederate right, cover- 
ing a distance of thirtyiseven miles, from White Oak Swamp on 
their left, to the Claiborne Road Crossing of Hatcher's Run on 
their right. To guard this long distance they had an effective 
infantry force, including otllcers, of 58,764, as shown by 
their return of Dec. 20th, 1864. This would make about 1,451 
infantry to each mile to be defended; but, in addition to this, 
they had a strong force of cavalry, three division6 under command 
of Gen. Wade Hampton, to opefate on their flanks, besides 
artillery in position along the whole length of the line. Their 
works were as strong as the nature of the ground and engineering 
skill could make them, with batteries in position to cover every 
foot of ground leading to their approach ; besides this, their lines 
were interior and much shorter than the Federal line of approach, 
and so constlacted that concentration could quickly be made 
upon any threatened point. We have not the figures showing the 
strength of the Army of the Potomac at that time, but it was not 
far from seventy thousand infantry in the trenches, equipped 



for dnty. The figares shoring the Confederate strength do not 
include the troops in and around Richmond or their ootlcing 
detachments, neither do the others include the Federal Army of 
the James, or outlying detachments. It is impossible to give 
anything but an approximate estimate of the strength of the two 
armies, as detachments were being constantly sent away for duty 
elnewhere and retnrning. Confederate morning reports of Feb. 
YOth, 1965, show an effective force of all arms of the service. 
equipped and in the trenches around Petersburg, of about 55,500 
men. 

The strength of the Army of the Potomnc eight days later. 
riz. : Feb. 28th, 1865, according to morning reports of that date. 
waa 87,26)r total present for duty, the proportion in favor of the 
Feclerals being jnst about 87 to 55. The sick, extra duty men 
and outlying detachments would probably range in just about the 
rtame ratio. These figures are compiled finom L L  The Virginia 
Campaign of 1864 and 1865," by Gen. A. A. Humphreys. 

During the winter the enemy's intrenchments in the vicinity 
of Hatcher's Run were very much strengthened and heavy guns 
placed in position. I t  was found that the South Side Railroad, 
upon which Lee's army depended for most of its supplies, wne 
not able to furnish the necessary transportation, hence the Con- 
federates utilized the Petersburg and Weldon Railroad as far as 
Hicksford, just below where the road had beeu destroyed by our 
troops, and from that point transported then1 by wagon train 
around to Petersburg. Although it wse in the middle of a very 
cold and severe winter, yet the Federal commander issued orders 
for the movement of troops to jntercept this line of transportation. 
On the 5th of February, General Gregg, with one division of 
cavalry, was ordered to move via Ream's Station to Dinwiddie 
Court Houae for this purpose. General Warren with the Fifth 
Corps and General Humphreys with two divisions of the Second 
Corps were ordered to support this movement by taking position 
s t  a point where the Vaughn road crosses Hatcher's Run, beyond 
the Confederate right, the Fifth Corps at a point about half way 
between the drat named (Hatcher's Run) and Dinwiddie Court 
IIouse. This movement was further supported by the Third 
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Division of the Ninth Corps under General Hartranft. A pro- 
~isional brigade was formed consisting of the 3d Maryland, 
57th Massachusetts, with some other regiments, and placed 
under command of Colonel Robinson, 3d Ma~yland Battaliou, to 
co-operate in this movement, and make a strong flank attack 
upon the enemy's right and their fortifications on Hatcher's Run. 
The movement of General Gregg w a ~  only partially successful. 
He captured a few wagons and prisoners on the Boydton plank 
road, found it wae but little used, and set out upon his return to 
Malone's bridge on Rowanty creek. 

The infantry made a reconnoiseance of the enemy's po~ition 
on the 6th and found him strongly posted within his intrench- 
menta. Towards night the enemy made an attack upon our 
troops but was repulsed. The Confederate General Pegram was 
killed. Some spirited fighting took place on the 7th. The 
Federal loss during the engagement was about fifteen hundred, 
which fell mostly upon the Fifth Corps. The Confederate loss 
was supposed to be about the same. The advantage was in favor 
of the Federals who were now enabled to extend their line of 
intrenchment8 to the Vaughn road crossing of Hatcher's Run. 
This position was permanently held and the military railroad 
which ran from City Point along in rear of the line held by the 
Army of the Potomac extended to that point. The Fifth Corps - 
was now massed in rear of the left. The Fifty-Seventh was not 
brought into this engagement but returned to it8 former position 
on the 10th. The weather was intensely cold and the troops 
suffered severely on the expedition. Soon after this many of the 
oflcers of the Ninth Corps were given brevet appointments for 
gallant and meritorious services in battle. Col. Napoleou B. 
McLaughlen of the Fifty-Seventh, was appointed brigadier-general 
by brevet, 1st Lieuteul~nts Albert Doty and Henry M. Ide, 
captains by bre~et .  





CHAPTER XIII. 

FORT STEDMAN. 

HIS battle hae been written and re-written eo 'many 
times, in eo many different way#, and eo much better 
than we can expect to do it here, that it wbuld seem 
hardly worth the while for ue to attempt it, except ae 

it ie a part of the hietory which we are trying to write. I t  

@' has been freely commented upon until there is virtually 
nothing more of general interest that can be brought out. 

Some writers, in attempting to show what their own organizations 
did, have written to the prejudice of others, or omitted mention 
of them entirely. The etatement should be made, from the 
beginning, that all the troope engaged in thin battle did well and 
performed their duty bravely. Our duty in the present case ie to 
tell the etory of the Fifty-Seventh Maesachueette, which we ehall 
endearor to do truthfully, without undue praiee, or prejudice to 
nny other regiment. The Fifty-Seventh wae there, actively 
engaged. It behaved well and euetained a percentage of loee in 
killed and wounded, nearly, if not quite, equal to any other 
organization. 

The Confederate attack upon Fort Stedman &$arch 25th, 1865, 
wae a brilliant coupde-main, somewhat similar to that of the 
Feclerale at the exploeion of the mine on the 80th of July, and, 
like that, reeulted in failure and disaster to the seeailante, though 
made with great epirit and gallantry. 

Before entering into a deecription of thie affair, a few word8 
eeem neceeeary by way of explanation. 

The situation of the two opposing armies, as deecribed in 
the previoue chapter, had not materially changed. The Army of 
the Potomac wae feeling eecure in the occupation of the intrenched 
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lines around Petersburg, while the commanding general was laying 
plans and making preparations for an early move, and a flnal and 
decisive effort to turn the enemy's right flank, which, it was 
believed, would decide the long pending issue. 

On the 24th of March, General Grant issued orders for 
another general movement to the left. This was to take place 
on the 9th. In  the meantime General Lee anticipated his adrer- 
sary, by making a bold etroke to break the Federal lines towards 
the right, so as to enable him to capture the Federal supplies, get 
in rear of the Army of the Potomac, cut loose from Petersburg 
and eventually join the Confederate army under General Johnston 
in North Carolina. The Ninth Corps of the Army of the Potomac 
held the extremo right of the line, from the Appon~attov rirer to 
Fort Howard, occupying a line, the front of which was over seren 
miles. The corps was posted with the First Division on the right, 
the Second on the left, while the Third, under command of Gen- 
eral Hartranft, occupied commanding positions in rear as reserve.. 
The colored division had been previously, November, 1864, 
transferred to the Army of the James under General Butler. 
The First Division, General Wilcox, was disposed as follows : the 
Second Brigade, Colonel Ely, on the right, its right resting on the 
river and extending nearly to Battery No. 9 ; the Third Brigade, 
Bvt. Brig.-Gen. N. B. McLaughlen commanding, from this point 
to Fort Haskell, and the First Brigade, Col. Samuel Hsrriman 
commanding, continued the line to Fort Meikle ; the First Divi- 
sion covering a distance something over three miles. I t  is not 
essential that we give the disposition of the several brigades of 
the other two divisions, as the positions held by them were not 
assailed. 

Commencing on the right, the Federals had batteries in posi- 
tion, numbered in numerical order, towards the left, and protected 
on the side towards the enemy with an embankment of earth, but 
left open in rear, while bastioned works, called forte, were con- 
structed in commanding positions along the line. Thus we had 
Fort McGilvery on the right, then Fort Stedman a mile to the 
left, and Fort Haskell about half a mile still further to the left. 
Fort Stedman could hardly be called a bastioned work. I t  had 



formed part of the Confederate defenses which had been captured 
from them in the aeeaulta made the previous June, had been 
hastily remodelled, and was at the time of which we are writing, 
garrisoned by eight companies of the 14th New York Heavy Artil- 
lery under command of Maj. George M. Randall; the 19th New 
York Light Battery, four twelve-pounders, with some Coehorn 
mortars, along that portion of the line manned by the 1st Con- 
necticut Heary Artillery. Fort Stedman formed a salient not 
more than one hundred and fifty yards from the Confederate 
intrenchments, so near that the neceesary work for keeping it in 
repair or strengthening it could only be done under cover of dark- 
ness. Anything of the kind during the day would draw the fire 
of the enemy. I t  covered over half an acre of ground and was 
connected with the rest of the line by infantry parapets and pro- 
tected in front by abatis. Ita projection was such that if any' 
portion of the line to the right or left should be carried by the 
enemy, a flank and rear fire could be brought to bear upon it, and 
it could also bring a front and flank fire upon an enemy charging 
in front. 

The object of the enemy was to break through the Federal 
line to the right, and then take Fort Stedman in reverse and clear 
a snfllcient space to the right and left of it to permit the passage 
of the remainder of their army. In speaking of the line, it must 
be remembered that it was not one straight line, but a general one 
composed of straight and curved lines. Many of the batteries, 
although on the general line, were to the rear of its general 
conformation, so that a fire from them could be brought to bear 
upon other portions of our own line. Proceeding towards the left 
from Fort McGilvery, we And Batteries Nos. 8 and 9. Just to 
the right of Fort Stedman, and but a few yards distsnt, was 
Battery No. 10, while to the left of it, and between Fort Haakell, 
were Batteries Nos. 11 and 12, all defended by light batteries, 
and mounting Coehorn mortars, with a thin line of infantry in- 
trenchments. The Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts occupied a posi- 
tion just to the right and rear of Fort Stedman and Battery No. 
10. The latter was occupied by one section of the 14th Massa- 
chusetta Battery. 
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h v i o u s  to thie time an order had been iseued by the com- 
manding general allowing deserters to come into our lines, bring- 
ing their arms with them, and offering to purchase the same. 
Under the provieions of this order deserters were coming over and 
surrendering to the number of over fifty per day. They were 
first examined by the ofacer on the picket line and then sent to 
the rear. The enemy saw in this a favolable opportunity of 
gaining possession of our picket line without caueing a general 
alarm, from whence he could stealthily advance, under cover of 
darkness, and surprise the troops in our main worke. He there- 
fore concentrated a large force for thie perilous undertaking. 
which was placed under command of Gen. John B. Gordon, one 
of the ablest and most daring of the Confederate generals. The 
assaulting column was composed of his own corps, formerly 
Ewell's, with part of Longstreet's and A. P. Hill's corps, num- 
bering in all about ten thousand men, with a still larger force 
massed behind, which was to support the movement and advance 
as soon as a sumcien't space had been cleared to admit of their 
passage. 

About four o'clock on the morning of March 25th the move- 
ment commenced. The storming party was preceded by a large 
number of men who were taken to be deserters. They came in 
such large numbers that the omcer of the guard wae unable to 
send them to the rear, so that they were retained on the picket 
line. These pretended deserters soon overpowered our pickets 
and thus gained possession of about half a mile of our picket line. 
They were immediately followed by a body of picked men and 
the latter by the main force, under General Gordon, in three 
columns. One was to push directly to the rear and seize the 
batteries. beyond, while the other two were to move to our right 
and left. The enemy's left column soon gained Battery No. 
10, taking it completely by surprise. No alarm up to this time 
had been soundcd, and only one gun was fired from the battery. 
The blow then fell upon the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts, which 
was driven back with heavy loss in killed and wounded and a 
large number captured. The morning was so dark that friend 
could scarcely be distinguished from foe, save by the light of the 
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flaehing guns. The opening made by the capture of Battery 
No. 10 now admitted the main force of the assaulting column, 
part of which turned to the right and part to the left, and pro- 
ceeded in the execution of their plan of driving our troope from 
the trenches. The guns from Battery No. 10 were turned upon 
Fort Stedman and an attack was also made upon it from the 
rear. After a stubborn resistance this also fell into the hands 
of the enemy ; some of its defendera escaping through the covered 
way to Fort Haskell and some were taken prisoners. Battery 
No. 11 soon shared the same fate. The troops fought gallantly, 
but nothing could check the impetuous charge of this large body 
of desperate, brave men, until Fort Haskell was reached. By 
this time the Federal troops had recovered from the flrat ahock 
and from their surprise, and were bringing other troops forward, 
not only to oppose the further advance of the Confederates, but 
to make a counter-attack. I t  waa a moment of great danger, 
when time again became an important factor, and was improved 
by the Federals 

The left Confederate column faced to the left and moved 
rapidly up the line towards our right. After the Fifky-Seventh 
had been driven back, it next encountered the 2d Michigan, 
which wns thrown into the same confusion, and the enemy pushed 
on to Battery No. 9. Here thoy met with a strong re~istance, 
while the guns of Fort BIeGilvery were pouring a destructive fire 
upon them. The First Brigade, Colonel Ely, formed a line 
perpendicular to the trenches, facing the charging enemy, and 
in connection with Batteries 5 and 9 and Fort McGilvery, 
repulsed the assault upon Battery 9, thus effectually checking a 
further advance towards our right. The greater part of the 
Third Brigade h d  also formed a perpendicular line at Fort 
Haskell, facing Fort Stedman. 

As the Fifty-Seventh was forced back it took direction 
towards the crest in rear overlooking Fort Stedman, moving back 
without confusion, and making four etands behind emall detached 
works that had been abandoned, against a .largely superior force, 
and fighting desperately, losing seven offlcers and eighty-two 
enlieted men. As they were flanked out of one position they fell 
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back to another, until they made a final stand behind an old 
abandoned rebel fort known as Dunn House Battery, near the 
Prince George Court House road. Their stubborn reeietance while 
falling back, temporarily held the rebel column in check, which was 
pressing forward to the rear of our lines and threatening our 
detached batteries, thus giving General Hartranft time to concen- 
trate the Third Division, and Colonel Tidball, in charge of the 
artille~y, to bring up batteries and place them in position a t  the 
threatened point. Thie oppoeed an inaurmountable barrier to 
the further advance of the enemy upon the rear of our works and 
the supplies that were stored at Meade'e Station on the military 
railroad. The Confeder8te troops had now been effectually 
checked on all eidea. 

General Hartranft, having been early apprised of what was 
taking place, and the alarming condition of affaire, promptly 
concentrated hie division on the elevated ground in rear of Fort 
Stedman, and advanced upon the enemy, connecting with the 
Third Brigade on the left and, with the exception of a amall 
space on his right, forming a complete cordon of bristling steel 
around the Confederate troops that had broken through our lines, 
and extinguishing their last hope of auccees. There only re- 
mained the intervening apace over which they had flret made the 
assault, and our artillery had a cross flre upon that, making a 
retreat perilous, while batteries were pouring a concentrated flre 
upon them aa they gathered in and around Fort Stedman. The 
Confederate position was eomething like that of the Federale in 
the crater on the 80th of July previoue. 

They were now vigorously attacked from the three aides. 
Batteries Nos. 10 and 11 were soon recovered by the 49th and 
59th Masaachusette, 14th New York Heavy Art,illery, with some 
Pennsylvania troops and the 3d Maryland, while General Hartranft 
was charged with the duty of recapturing Fort Stedman. As our 
troops pushed forward, the enemy, stubbornly contesting every 
foot of ground, fell back to Fort Stedman. The Fifty-Seventh 
was deployed as skirmishers in front of part of the Third Divieion 
and moved forward. The enemy's skirmiehers were soon en- 
countered and driven back. Several charges were made and 
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finally the fort wae carried at the point of ,the bayonet and a 
hand-to-hand struggle followed, which soon resulted in such of 
the enemy who could and dared to take the risk, malting their 
escape, while the others laid down their arms and surrendered. 
All the ground that had been lost was now recaptured, and the 
Confederates, after about four houre of gallant fighting, counted 
their loss a8 1,949 prisonere, with an unknown loss (reported by 
Fitzhugh Lee at about one thouaand) ,of killed and wounded. 
General Humphreys 'estimates their aggregate loss in thie day's 
operations ae nearly four thousand. They also left in our hands 
a large number of small arm0 and nine stands of colors, a loss 
they could poorly afford, falling, as it did, upon the very flower 
of that brave army, which was fast being crowded into L b  the 
last ditch." 

Tbe Federal loss was not nearly so great. It fell most 
heavily upon the Ninth Corps, which had 494 killed and wounded 
and 523 taken prisoners, a total of 1,017. 

The Second Corps, taking advantage of the Confederate 
disaster a t  Stedman, attempted an assault upon the enemy's line 
further to the left, in hopes of finding it weakened by troops that 
had been sent to support General Gordon. This counter-attack 
failed to carry the main line, which was still held in force by the 
corps of General Hill, but after severe fighting, the intrenched 
picket line wae carried and held permanently, although the enemy 
made several desperate attempts to recapture it, but were driven 
back each time with severe loss. The Second Corps lost a total 
of 690 men. The Sixth Corps also captured the enemy's intrenched 
picket line, inflicting a considerable loss and sustaining one in 
return of about 400. The total loss of the Army of the Potomac 
for this day was something like 2,100, that of the Confederates . about 4,000. This includes their loss at Stedman. 

Returning again to the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts at Fort 
Stedman. The men of this regiment were among the first to 
enter the recaptured works, and it was the sergeant-major of the 
Fifty-Seventh, afterwards Lieutenant Pinkham, who captured the 
flag of the 57th North Carolina Confederate regiment, which made 
the honors easy for the flag lost by the Fifty-Seventh Massachu- 
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s e w  in the crater. The sergeant who carried the colors of the 
57th North Carolina was found lying near them, having been 
killed in their defense, and, as he no doubt honestly believed, 
manfully battling in defence of his country. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker, commanding the regiment, was 
absent at the time as Division Oflcer of the Day, hence the corn- 
mand fell upon the fighting Major Doherty, who was mortally 
wounded in the engagement and survived only one day. More 
can be said of his bravery than pen can accurately portray. He 
was rather brusque in appearance and often emphatic in speech, 
yet he had a heart as warm and true and brave as ever beat in 
human breast. He was always spoken of as the " brave ~oher ty ,"  
and was one who never knew fear, or was ever known to falter 
or flinch in the face of danger. Upon the battlefield he was like 
a raging lion. Military in all his bearing, we well remember 
him in the uniform coat, which he always wore closely buttoned 

' around him in battle. I t  had been pierced with several bullets, 
while he seemed to bear a charmed life, and had escaped injury 
up to the Arst charge in front of Petersburg, June l'ith, mentioned 
in a previous chapter, where one hand was badly mangled by s 
canister shot. He was an erratic sort of a man of whom nearly 
every oue who knew him had soine amusing story to tell. He 
was capital stock to draw on, because almost incredible stories 
could be told of him, which were absolutely hue. Chaplain 
Dashiell gives a brief account of the circumstances attending his 
death: L 6  Major James Doherty was brought into the hospital 
mortally wounded. The chaplain told him his condition and 
asked him what he should write to his wife. He replied, ' Tell 
the poor little thing that I die like a man.' He lingered in 
great pain several hours, telling the chaplain who pressed upon 
him the gracious offer of salvation through Christ, that he could . 
uot insult the Saviour by offering him the 6 dregs of his life.' " 

Doherty was the ideal of soldierly courage. A brother 
offlcer who sewed with him in the let Massachusetts, said that 
at  Gettysburg he commanded a part of the skirmish line, which 
was trying to impede the advance of the rebels, when his meu 
began to fall back in spite of all his efforts to hold them to their I 
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work. Furious and exhausted, he was overheard saying : ' 6  0 
God, do help us to whip these d----d rebels." In a charge his 
flaming sword was always in the ran, and his voice could be 
heard above the din of battle cheering his men to the conflict. 
He was affectionately touched by the tender care aud solicitude 
of the chaplain, and as he breathed his last, pathetically exclaimed, 
r r  God blew you, Chaplain.'' 

We cannot look into the future and perceive all the mysteri- 
ous wondere that eye hath not seen nor ear heard,'' and can 
conceive but little through an indwelling faith that it is a land 
that is fairer than this" ; and when we read of the woman who 
was made whole only by touching the hem of His garment, we 
must believe that somehow and in some way the inspiratiou which 
spoke the words, " I cannot insult the Saviour by offering him 
the dregs of my life," touched the hem of that invisible garment ' 
of mercy and pardon, and that our brave comrade who won the 
soldiers' love and '' died like a man" in defence of his country, 
also won a merciful Saviour's love and a title clear to an immortal 
life. 

Sergt. William F. Oakee writes of his being with Major 
Doherty when he was wounded, and his thrilling experience in 
that memorable battle. Writing of what took place in the camp of 
the Fifty-Seventh, he says . . . . ''1 turned around for a moment 
and saw Major Doherty lying on his back. I went to him and 
asked if he were wounded. Looking up, he replied that he 
had received his death-wound. Lieutanant Hitchcock and I carried 
him to his tent and laid him on his bed and I loosened his belt. 
He asked me to take what things he had about him and give them 
to his wife. I had just taken his watch and money and put them 
in my pocket when the rebs ', having driven our men back, came 
into the Major's tent and said to me, Surrender, you - Yan- 
kee, or we will blow you through.' Seeing a dozen rifles pointed at 
my head, I surrendered. I had a heavy ring on my finger whicb 
they soon discovered and tried to wrench off, but, as my hand had 
become considerably swollen, they were unable to do so. One 
took out his knife for the purpose of cutting it off, when a rebel 
colonel came into the tent and caused them to desist, and sent me 
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to the Confederate line, under charge of a sergeant, as a prisoner. 
We met several squade of Confederate soldiera who would have 
robbed me, only for the protection I received from the sergeant. 
I t  seemed almost u miracle that we reached their lines alive, as 
the shelle from our own side were falling and bursting all around 
ue. I met General McLanghlen, who wae also a prisoner, in 
Peteraburg, and thinking Major Doherty's watch and money 
would be safer with him than me, I gave them to him. Juet before 
leaving the Major in his tent, he asked me to tell hie wife that he 
died like a hero, and to tell the men that he died fighting like a 
eoldier. " 

Col. Thomas William Clarke relates the following of Major 
James Doherty : " He had eerved in the 1st Massachusetts and 
had dietinguished himself for that kind of courage and ability in 
the management of men, which makes a man euccesiiful ae a line 
ofacer of volunteere. He had also worn the red flannel shirt and 
bed-ticking trousers and straw hat of Walker's Filibusters in 
Nicaraugua, and rendered himself so noticeable there that he had 
impressed himself upon Doctor Whelpley, surveyor-general under 
Walker, who told me one or two anecdotes about him. Although 
Doherty bad been only a private soldier, he was a captain in 
the Fifty-Seventh Massachnsettg when the battle of the Wilder- 
ness took glace and where the regiment suffered severely, marching 
out the next morning with considerably reduced ranks. A surgeon 
rode up to eee the regiment on the march, and noticing Doherty 
marching along very cheerfully, said to him : Captain Doherty, 
Wilcox, of your company, died last night in the hospital, of his 
wounds, and I was able to have him buried in the yard of the 
house we used as a hospital, and had a piece of board stuck up at 
the head of the grave, on which the name of his company and 
regiment were marked, so that hie body can be recovered if desir- 
able.' This of course was intended to make a good impression 
upon the men and show that they were not entirely deserted and 
thrown away, but Doherty turned on the doctor and said : ' Are 
you quite sure of what you say, Doctor?' ' Certainly,' said the 
doctor, quite sure.' Are you eure it was Wilcox? ' ' Certainly, 
Captain Doherty, don't you suppose I know Wilcox, often as he 
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has been up to sick call in the morning? ' Well, Doctor,' said 
Doherty, &it's all right if you say 00.' Turning to his company, 
he said: Wilcox, turn in your gun and equipmente to the 1st 
sergeant, go back to the hospital and crawl into that grare. 
What in - do you suppose I'm made of that you, a dead man, 
dare to march around in the ranks of this company? Don't you 
hear the doctor say you are officially dead? Get out of here." 

1st Lieut. Albert M. Murdock was also killed in this engage- 
ment. He was a promising young man of but nineteen years, of 
escellent attainments, both in his personal character and bearing 
as a soldier, qualities that endeared him to both officers end men, 
winning their confidence and esteem. He had just reached that 
stage of life when all the hopes and aspirations seem so full of 
promise. He was the only son of Cyrus M. Murdock of West 
Boylston, a southern boy by birth. haying been born in Arkansas, 
where his father resided for twenty years. He was sent north to 
school about three or four years before the outbreak of the war, 
and was for some time a member of the Highland Military Academy 
in the city of Worcester, 3 i a~s .  At the very beginning of the 
war, though a schoolboy of only sixteen, he was ambitious to 
serve his county as a soldier, but was then too young. Upon the 
organization of the Fifty-Seventh, he obtained permission from 
his father and enlisted at the age of eighteen, Jan. l l th ,  1864, 
and was soon after appointed sergeant-major, a position for 
which he was well qualified and which he Blled with honor to him- 
self and credit to the eervice. He was severely wounded in the 
battle of the Wilderness and thereby disabled from active duty 
for several months. Upon his recovery he returned to the regi- 
ment and was appointed 1st lieutenant, to date from Oct. 17th, 
1864, and was in command of his company at Fort Stedman. As 
he saw the color sergeant fall, he seized the standard and while 
bearing it aloft, and cheering his men forward, fell with a mortal 
wound and soon expired. ' 6  Take care of the flag," were his last 
words, as he handed it to a brother ofl3cer who stood near him. 
This flag was stained with his own life's blood and torn by hostile 
shot. Chaplain Dashiell took a clipping from it, which he still 
retains and prizes very highly. 



Thousands of such noble yoltng lives were given in defence 
of our country. Sucb heroic deaths were the sacrifices made that 
our country might live. Their memory is cherished as one of 
those priceless treasures which make our country's flag so dear to 
those who helped in defending it. May those brave words, '' Take 
care of the flag," be passed down from generation to generation, 
from sire to son, to inspire the hearte of all who are yet to live 
to enjoy the blessings of our reunited country, and live in pence 
beneath the protecting folds of the dear old flag. 

The remains of Lieutenant IZurdock were conreyed lo his 
home in West Boylston, 31ass., and buried with military honors. 
The State Guards from Worcester, under command of Captain 
Phillips, were in attendance, also several members of the Fifty- 
Seventh regiment. 

The Fifty-Seventh lost in the battle Lieut. Albert &I. 
llurdock, killed, and Maj. James Doherty mortally wounded; 
Lieuts. Edward F. Potter and James Peacock wounded, the latter 
severely. The following is a list of enlisted men killed, wounded 
and missing : - 

KILLED. 

Frederick S. Cheney, Corp. Co. C Frederick W. Parks, Pvt. Co. F 
Edwin Cndworth, Pvt. Co. E James Leslle, Co.G 
Ozro A. Brigham, b b  

John 8. Yllls, Corp. Co. A 
Gusts Beltran, Pvt. b 6  

James Walsh, I S  

Caleb S. Austin, i b  CO. B 
Warren E. Brewer, I L 

Charles B. Graves, b L  ,, 
Charles L. Defose, 1st Sergt. Co. C 
James Norway, Pvt. ' L  

George H. Sears, 6 b  Co. D 
H. H. Paine, 1st Bergt. Co. E 
W. H. Duncan, Pvt. " 
Charles E. Barnard, 

1st Sergt. Co. F 
Albert Y. Nlckerson, Corp. a 

James Cnrey, Pvt. CO. IF 
Alfred E. Gore, d 6  I , 
Patrick Portland, , I , 
George Adams, 1st Sergt. Co. G 
George M. Wakeman, Pvt. Co. H 
George H. Wellman, ' I  

Thomas J. Tourtellott, , ' 
Edward P. Taft, I &  

W. R. Williams, 1st Sergt Co. I 
John A. Miller, Corp. Co. K 
Henry H. Perry, Pvt. L b  

Sanborn 0. Howe, < I  

Smith J. Lee, ,, I , 
Lafayette Stickney, L L  



Col. N. B. YcLaughlen. Capt. Henry C. Ward 
1st Lleut. Tbomaa Bturgir. 

Alexander Bedreanx, Pvt. Co. A 
Augustils Clanguin, " I I 

Patrlck Delauey, L 6 ,L 

Patrlck Doherty, L L  a , 
Willlam J. Roper ,, & I  

Harris C. Warren, IL PO. B 
Patrlck Gallen, Corp.. Co. C 
Aneon J. Blshop, Pvt. 
Gaetavue S. Holden, " ,, 
Willlam Kyle, L 6 I , 
John Murphy, L L  ,' 
Jacob Meatte, I a k c  

George Wlllls, I '  I 

Marttn McMahon, Mus'n Co. D 
Patrlck Flynn, Pvt. I, 
Peter J. Mambert, 6 I L 

John O'Sulliva~l, L 6 b 

Alexander McCoy, Corp. Co. E 
James Sullivan, Mns'n 
Otis C. Norcross, Pvt. '* 
John Casey, Pvt. Co. P 
John Coughlln, 1 I L L  

George R. Edgecomb, " b a 

Edward Pine, , , 
Michael McGown, ,, , 

Henry E. Hutchins, Sergt. Co. G 
John Smith, Corp. " 
Charles Hamlin, b 6 I S  

Charles H. Barton, Pvt. 1L 

Wllllam E. Cleveland, I' 
Humphrey Connor, 'L  1 L  

Lewfe Mountaln, I '  I S  

George A Monroe, " & I  

Oscnr B. Phelps, L , 
Frederlck P. Hutchlns, " Co. H 
.James H. Raymond, 11 

Joseph L. Cummings, I L 

Loren 8. Holmes, Mus'n Co. I 
Willlam Maguire, Pvt. 
Warren W. Wheeler, I, 
Johp Snpw, , 
Wllliam Shaftoe, Serqt. Co. K 
Wllllam F. Oakes, I I 16 

Frank H. Lowell, Corp. " 
George T. Plckett, a h  

Frank Allcott, Pvt. " 

Samuel H.Holyoke, ,, 
Alo~lzo H. Mason, , , a I 

Wllllam Plke, L I  1 L 

The regiment went into the engagement with 11 offlcere aud 
206 men, and lost 7 ofecers and 82 enlieted men, being nearly 
64 per cent of otllcere and nearly 41 of enlieted men. In killed 
and wounded 32 4-10 per cent of omcers, and 15 5-10 per cent 
enlisted men. 

A s  we said of the crater, so we say of Fort Stdmsn.  The 
assailants did all that brave men could do to win succees, but the 
ditllculties they had to contend with were absolutely insurmount- 
,able. They made repeated assaulta upon Fort Haekell only to be 
repulsed. Every attempt to advance and gain a permanent 
foothold in our worke beyond, and to the right and left of the 
captured fort, reeulted in failure. Finally General Gordon, the 
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Confederate commander, attempted to rally and re-form his 
troops in rear of Fort Stedman, where his columns had been 
united as they were driven back, but it was not yet light, the 
Federal troops were pressing him from three sides, with the bat- 
teries dropping shells into their midst like falling stars. Under 
these conditions it was impossible to restore order. Every 
moment the confusion became greater on their side and less upon 
our own. Several attempts were made to take Fort Haskell in 
reverse, as Fort Stedman had been taken. This might possibly 
have succeeded early in the engagement, but in the darkness, to 
accomplish anything through the intricate entanglements of our 
works, was impossible. What they needed most was daylight and 
a pocket guide for each man. 

General McLaughien, commanding the Third Brigade of the 
First Division, entered Fort Stedman and commenced to give 
orders to the Confederate troops, thinking they were men of his 
own command. He discovered his mistake only when he was 
taken prisoner. 

The Fifty- Seventh had to move out of their camp rather 
unceremoniously and were not given time to pack their effects, in 
consequence of which both others and nien lost nearly ererything 
they had except the clothing they wore. 

This must have been a grand treat for the ragged, half- 
starved Confederates who had not partaken of s g o d ,  square 
llleal for a long time ; and then they ought to have felt happy in 
a good comfortable suit of Yankee clothing, only they were not 
allowed to enjoy it in peace. 

After the action, and during the day, the enemy asked for a 
flag of truce for the purpose of removing their dead and wounded 
who were lying between the lines. This was promptly granted 
along that portion of the line where the engagement had taken 
place. During this time many of our officers met thoee from the 
other side and extended them every courtesy which they could 
properly. Captain Cooke relates en incident of meeting General , 

Ransom of the Confederate army and giving him a gold ring which 
had been taken from a dead Confederate officer, the General 
thanking him in behalf of the dead offlcer's family who were 



FORT BTICDMAN. 265 

known to him. There was no taunting the enemy with his defeat 
or vain boasting over it. 

In plrrcing the record of the battle upon the pages of the his- 
tory of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts we realize that it is not 
complete without the stories and personal experiences related by 
others. I t  cannot be expected that all will be the same, any 
more than that every twinkling star in the flrmament ie like every 
other star, but all are well authenticated and full of interest, and 
told as they saw it. If we hare omitted to mention all other 
organizations, it is not because we claim all the credit of that 
victory, as we only claim our ehare ; nor is it because others are 
not so justly entitled to honorable mention, but because we are 
writing only the history of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts. We 
take pleasure in submitting to the reader what others have said, 
together with copies of omcia1 reports made at the time, and since 
p~iblished by the United States War Department in Rebellion 
Records " ; copies of which have been kindly furnished us by Maj. 
George B. Davis, U.S. Army, to whom we wish to return our 
thanks. 

Gen. Fitzhugh Lee (a near relative of Gen. R. E. Lee) writes 
the Confederate story as followe :- 

L' General Lee determined to make one more effort, by a 
bold stroke, to breeak the chains forged to conflne him. Grant had 
so eshausted his left* that he thought to break through his works 
near the Appomattox below the eaat of Petersburg, and hence 
determined to assault Fort Stedman two miles from the city, 
where the opposing lines were one hundred and flfty yards and 
the respective pickets fifty yards apart. General Gordon, an 
omcer always crammed with courage and fond of enterprise, was 
selected to make the attack with his corps, formerly Early's, and 
parts of Longstreet's and Hill's and a detachment of cavalry. 
His object was to capture the fort, thrust the storming party 
through the gap and seize three forta on the high ground beyond 
and the lines on the right and left of it, under the impression that 
the forta were open at the gorge. But there were no such forts. 
The redoubta that had a commanding flre on Fort Stedman we1.c. 
in the main line in the rear and, in fact, were a line of intrenclr- 

.It ir premmed Lee meant to say Grant'r rlght. - J. A. 



mente. At about half past four on the morning of March 25th, 
Gordon maae his daring sortie, broke through the trench guards, 
overpowered the garrison and captured Fort Stedman, or Hare's 
Hill, and two adjacent batteries, but after a most gallant stniggle, 
was forced to retire, b i n g  1,949 prisoners and 1,000 killed and 
wounded, but bringing back 560 prisonere and Brigadier-General 
McLaughlen. " 

Col. Thomas W. Clarke, who was adjutant-general of the 
Third Brigade at the battle of Fort Stectman, and in a position to 
know much about the engagement, has kindly contributed the fol- 
lowing statement, which is clear and concise, and adds much to 
the history of the engagement. We have omitted some portions 
of his paper where reference is made to positions shown on certain 
maps, as we hare not the maps alluded to. but from the expla- 
nations heretofore given, it will not be dimcult to trace out the 
most important positions and the general features of the ground :- 

L '  On the night of the 24th and 25th of March, 1865, Gen. 
N. B. McLaughlen's Third Brigade was constituted and posted as 
follows : . . . . The Fifty-Seventh Massachusette held the line 
from Battery 9 to Battery 10. It was mostly level ground, rising 
considerably near Fort Stedman, and was very much exposed to 
the flre of Confederate sharpshooters. The road in rear of the 
breastworks was on higher ground than the works. The Fifty- 
Seventh had about one hundred and seventy-fire men, and was well 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker and Captain Doherty 
who held a major's commission but was not mustered. The 14th 
New York Artillery, about fire hundred strong, was partly in Forc 
Stedman and Battery 10, and partly in Fort Haskell. Battery 
11 waa a pan c o u p  redan, with a bomb-pmf barrack across ita 
gorge, and was garrisoned by the 29th Massachusetts who also 
extended along the curtsin to Battery 12. I t  had about 133 
muskete and was well led and ofilcered. The writer was a captain 
in this regiment, and had been commissioned colonel, but was not 
mustered. Naj. Charles T. Richardson commanded the battalion, 
and several of the oflcers were on staff duty. The 100th Penn- 
sylvania, about five hundred strong, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pentecost, a singularly brave and skilful ot3cer of the 



highest personal character, was between Battery 12 and Fort 
Haskell, and the 3d Maryland Battalion, about two hundred 
strong, was on the left of Fort Haakell and connected with Aarri- 
man's First Brigade. The 59th Massachusetts, under Major 
Gould, was in an old line of works, in the rear of the main line, 
near Battery 13. There were field-pieces in Fo1T.a Stedman and 
Haskell, mortsre in Battery 10 and Coehorns in Battery If. The 
troops who served these were not under the brigade commander, 
but were controlled by Colonel Tidball, commanding Artillery 
Brigade, Ninth Army Corps. 

c c  The position in front of this brigade had been cal.efully 
reconnoitered and was considered fully defensible on both sides, 
except between Fort Stedrnan and ~ol&itt 's  salient. There 
McLaughlen believed a break could be made in the enemy's lines, 
and had submitted a plan for an attack at that point early in the 
year. Encouragement enough had been given to him to cause 
him to train a body of axemen for the pioneer service necessary. 
All the regiments were obliged to furnish their own fuel, and 
great quantities of timber were required for the repair of breast- 
works. Instead of occasional details for this work, each regi- 
ment selected several expert axemen and kept them constantly 
at work in the woods preparing timber aud fuel, which was 
brought in weekly by the wagons. Several enlisted men and at 
least one offlcer had been across into Colquitt's salient and were 
well qualified to serve as guides in case of an attack. These axe- 
men were to have formed the axemen for the proposed assault. 
The difficulty of the position was such that it waa thought 
necessary to have constantly on the picket line from Fort Sted- 
man to Fort Haskell an oficer, with the authority of an offlcer of 
the day, in that part of the line, and such an officer was regu- 
larly detailed from the ofacer of the day roster, and called captain 
of the picket. Standing ordere required the troops to be under 
arms half an hour before daybreak, and a staff officer visited the 
main line every night after twelve o'clock and again rode around 
about daylight to see that due rigilance was exercisdd. All this 
was done without fuss or ostentation. The General participated 
in this work of inspection. The general calls for reveille, 



268 I~IFTY-BEVESTH RROIMRNT MASS. VOLUNTRERB. 

retreat and tattoo were played by the brigade band near head- 
quarters, and were taken up from thence by the field music in the 
lines. 

&'No person can truly say he ever saw any offlcer of the 
brigade staff gambling, and any kind of card playing by them or 
at headquarters was so unusual that at this time no officer of 
McLaughlenls brigade can be found who remembers a single 
game of cards there. In fact, card playing and gambling were 
rare all through the brigade. The whiskey purchases by otticers 
were made on written orders, which were required to be examined 
and approved by the battalion commanders and by the General 
before delivery of the whiskey; and a list of the orders approved 
was sent daily to the 'commissary, who was required to confine 
his sales to officers named in the list. Sutlers or purveyors were 
not allowed to keep or sell drink. A register of officers and 
their whiskey parchases was kept at brigade headquarters, that a 
proper check might be given to those who indulged too freely. 
The General was particularly abstemious and respected abstinence 
in others ; yet in the three or four months before the 25th of 
Blarch, no whiskey order had been refused approval, and only 
three or four officers had been warned or cautioned. General 
Grant's order, inviting Confederate deserters to bring over their 
arms, had caused McLaughlen considerable uneasiness, and he 
had applied for liberty to suspend it on his front, but without 
success. 

c c  At about three o'clock in the morning of March 25th, 
Lieut. Henry C. Joslyn, 29th Massachusetts, captain of the 
picket, sent a message to brigade headquarters, saying that an 
unusual number of deserters were coming over with arms, and 
he seked for instructions. The General was at once aroused, 
horses were ordered to be saddled, orderlies were sent to every 
regiment directing them to be got under arms quietly and at once, 
and the 59th was ordered to move promptly to brigade head- 
quarters. Lieutenant Joslyn's messenger was sent back with 
instructions to detain the deserters for half an hour and then send 
them in under a small guard. I t  was expected that by that time 
the 59th would be in position near Fort Stedman to receive them. 



FORT STEDMLY. 269 

In addition to this, word was eent to Colonel .Harriman on'our 
left that he had better get under arme, and, if he could, get a 
regiment looee from hie lines to support us. A messenger was 
also sent to General Hartranit, commanding the reeerve division 
of Pennsylvania troop8 beyond the railroad, to ask him to get 
under arms and move to our eupport, a0 we dreaded an attack. 
Lieutenant Joelyn reported that he had sent to Major Richardson 
in Battery 11, and Major Randall at Fort Stedman, asking them 
to get under a m ,  and Major Richardeon had reported that there 
were signs in his front of an impending attack, and had been 
assured that he should have all the aid in our power. 

' Before all these messages had been eent off, the General 
and his aide, Lieutenant Sturges of the Fifty-Seventh Massachu- 
eetts, went over to meet the 59th and to lead them direct to Fort 
Stedman, inetead of by way of brigade headquarters. Just 
before he eet out fltrehes of musketry began to appear on the 
lines. After ordering the tenta etruck and baggage packed on 
wagons, the etaff oftlcera mounted and rode out towards the lines. 
The conduct of the Fifty-Seventh Maeeachueetta was concealed 
from us by a ridge in the rear of Fort Stedman, but that of the 
29th and 100th wuld well be seen. The 29th held to Battery 11. 
They were attacked on all sides, driven out, retook it, fought 
from both sides of the parapet, captured prisoners and three or 
more flags, and did not finally lose the place until about seven 
o'clock. They succeeded in sending their flags and prieoners to 
headquarters. Among them was one repreeented to be an 
artillery colonel. The 100th Pennsylvania swung back ita right 
and retired slowly, desperately fighting, till it wss formed on a 
line nearly perpendicular to the works. They captured and sent 
in prisoners and two flage in this conteet. The 3d Maryland 
moved up to Fort, Haskell. The 59th assisted in the recapture 
of Battery 11, but were badly treated, and fell back, principally, 
I am informed, on the outside of the breastworks to Fort 
Haskell. 

General McLaughlen's etatement was that he went into Fort 
Stedmsn and found prorniecuous fighting in the fort. He saw 
some men driven out over the walls, and went up to a consider- 
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abl6 party and gave ordera to man the parapets. They obeyed 
him to some extent, till some one of them asked who he was, and 
on his reply, General McLaughlen, commanding this brigade,' he 
and his aide were eeized and disarmed. Major Randall was 
then in the fort and was spoken to by the General. Some of the 
14th Artillery from Fort Stedman fell back to near brigado head- 
quarters, and re-formed there, parallel to our works, taking 
advantage of some old works in that neighborhood. The report 
of the work of the Fifty-Seventh was that they fell hack, skir- 
mishing, towards Harrison's creek and the old line of works. 
They lost heavily in killed and wounded, including Major Doherty 
in command, but had few prisoners taken. 

"Colonel Harriman had promptly disengaged a regiment and 
moved it to hie right, thus making the infantry defense on the 
side of Fort Haskell reasonably secure. The artillery in the 
batteries in our rear had opened, and were doing good service. 
The ground between brigade headquarters and Forte Haskell and 
Stedman was quite heavily wooded with large trees, but was free 
of underbrush, and the morning was foggy. . The fight had now 
been going on about two hours, and it was shortly before sis 
o'clock. Fighting was still going on around Battery 11. The 
Fort Stedman detachment of the 14th New York Artillery waa on 
the right of brigade headquarters and had been somewhat engaged 
in their new position. A long gap was open between them and 
the right of the 100th Pennsylvania, occupied only by the brigade 
pioneers, about forty men, under Sergeant Randolph of the 100th 
Pennsylvania, and by the nlounted officers aud orderlies of the 
staff, but along this gap was a line of detached earthworks of 
considerable lenglh and of sotnewhat forlnidable appearance. 
About half of the brigade baud and the headquarters' clerks had 
obtained arms and were aligned with the pioneers. A long gap 
existed between the left of the 100th Pennsylv~nia and Fort 
Haskell. But neither of these gaps was an eighth of a mile, 
and they were covered on the side of Fort Haskell by the 3d 
Maryland, and on the other side by Harriman's regiment in 
echelon on the flanks of the 100th Peunsylvania. 
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L L  Shortly before six o'clock Captain Shorkley, of General 
Hartranft's staff, rode up to say that a regiment, detached by him, 
was at hand, and to inquire where it should be put. General 
McLaughlen's capture had just been o ~ c i d l y  reported, and there 
was no time to search for his successor, Colonel Robinson. I t  
was therefore determined to push direct for Fort Stedman and 
Battery 11. But it was uncertain how much room there was in 
which to deploy and move. Captain Shorkley wae asked to wait 
a moment, and an oftlcer then rode down the road leading to Fort 
Stedman. He had not gone more than two hundred yards before 
be met Confederate skimishers, one of whom fired on him at 
short range, cutting the hat cord on his hat. ~ b r n i n ~  his horse 
he said to the man, who was reloading within speaking dietonce, 

If you were my man, I'd give you ten days in guardhouse for 
missing tin easy shot l i e  that,' and galloped back. The only 
available men for use just here were the pioneers, who got this 

, order : Sergeant Randolph, the head of General Gordon'# divi- 
sion is coming up that road. Deploy your pioneers as skirmishers 
and whip it.' I am to whip a division with pioneers, sir?' 

Certainly. You shall be relieved with a line of battle in ten ' 

minutes. hiake lots of racket.' The pioneers were thrown in 
with great enthusiasm and noise, and under their cover the 208th 
Pennsylvania of Hartranft's division was moved out and arrayed 
in deployed line, facing the lost works. Every mounted officer 
and orderly present, sixteen in all, then fell in line behind them, 
and they slowly moved down, under a heavy fire, about half way 
to the objective point, where they were halted and laid down be- 
hind an old line of rifle pits. h'ot a mounted man escaped being 
hit in this movement, though half of them came off with injuries 
only to horses and clothes. During this adrance the Bring was 
very heavy at Fort Haskell and in ita neighborhood. The 100th 
Pennsylvania advanced at the same time, and Colonel Robinson 
brought up the 3d Maryland from its position, in echelon, and 
assumed command of all the troops in this part of the field. The 
loss of the 208th Pennsylvania was about half the loss of Hart- 
ranft's division that day, and was suffered mostly in this acl- 
vance. It was not thought prudent to go clear on to the lost 
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lines at that moment, as Hartranft wae not up within eupporting 
distance. From thie time to the final charge very little fighting 
was done in thie part of the fleld. Over four hundred prisonere 
and six or seven flags had been taken up to this time by t m p s  
of the Second Brigade and forwarded from brigade to corps head- 
quarters, as communication with the division was interrupted by 
the interposed column of Confederates. 

From this time, about half past six, till shortly before eight, 
the situation in this part of the field wae much like this: the left 
consieted of detachments of the 14th New York Artillery, 29th 
and 59th Maeeachusetta. Next theee were the Sd Maryland and 
100th Pennsylrania as organizatione. Next was the 208th Penn- 
sylvania, and next them the Fort Stedman detachment of the 14th 
New York Artillery. A line of Confederate skirmishers extended 
from near Battery 12 towards Stedman, and the works in the rear 
were full of Confederate troops. Hartranft was advancing with 
two brigades, his left near the road leading to the right from Fort 
Stedman, and his line deployed parallel to the general direction 
of the line of works between McGilvery and Stedman. On 
Hartranft's right was the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts, zealous to 
regain their lost works, and to avenge their lost major. 

L L  Colonel Tidball of the Ai-tillery Brigade had not been idle, 
but had sent us a six-gun brass battery to brigade headquarters, 
where it was advantngeously posted in rear of the interval be- 
tween the 208th and the right detachment of the 14th New York 
Artillery. Tlie offlcer in command was a little astonished to find 
himself on outpost duty, and to be told that we intended to 
charge without reserves, but consoled himself by remarking : I 
shall give them a cuPious time with canister before these guns are 
taken, even if your infantry fails in its charge.' As these guns 
were going in position a little before eight, an aide from General 
Hartranft came with hie compliments to say to the commnnding 
omcer Third Brigade, that he would charge in flve minutes, and 
would be pleased to have the Third Brigade co-operate. Colonel 
Robinson at once replied : Give my complimonta to General 
Hartranft, and say I am charging now,' immediately giving the 
order to rise up and charge. The concave line just described then 
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charged, converging on the works, the right aiming at Fort Sted- 
man, the left to sweep up the line, and the centre directed on 
Battery 11. The Fiftyseventh Massachusetts swept up to their 
own works, and every gap of escape was promptly closed, except 
on the right of Battery 10 to a point about half way toBattery 9. 
The tumult of Hartranft's charge wae heard while Robinson's line 
was advancing, and the rear rank of Robinson's troops was 
promptly faced about from Battery 10 to Battery 12. We had 
charged past the right f i nk  of the enemy and were in the rear of 
his right wing. One flag was taken in this charge by a se'rgeant 
of the 208th Pennsylvania. A line of Confederates now appeared 
directing themselves on Fort Stedman and Battery 11, and 
coming on at great speed, and shouts of Halt,' Surrender,' 
' Down with your arms,' rose all along the line. For an instant 
it seemed as if we must fire on them, they oame on so steadily, 
but presently their guns began to be cast upon the ground, the 
line turned to the left, and the order, 6 Btrip off your belta,' wae 
complied with, and about 800 enlisted men and over 40 otticers 
were prisoners of war. 

' 6  The fortune of war so ruled that the First Division, which 
made the assault at the mine, and the Third Brigade, which under- 
went the assault at Fort Stedman, were to a great extent 
identical. 

'' Let us apply the maxim ' a man is known by the company 
he keeps' to these men. Occasions for special act8 of gallantry 
must occur in an army, mostly when the men who do them are 
with, and supported by, their associates. Four hundred and 
seventy-four offlcers and men were selected for decoration with 
medals of honor out of the two millions who served in the war. 
Ten of these were in the regiment8 of McLaughlen's brigade ; yet 
all the organizations of that brigade never had on their rolls over 
seven thousand men. They got, in other words, six times their 
share of medals for gallantry. The 100 Pennsylvania won four 
per cent of these honors awarded to troops from that State. The 
Maesachusetts troops of this brigade earned five medals out of the 
twenty-one which Massachnsetta got, and two of the others were 
won by two other regiments of Ledlie's division. The 3d Mary- 
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land won half of the Maryland medals ; yet Ledlie'e division has 
been stated, in what purports to be history, to have been the 
worst ip the army . . . . 

L L  The war is ended, many of the men who survived it sleep be- 
neath the green earth of many a oountry graveyard, and mere justice 
to their children requires that the record of those two desperate 
mornings* should be completed by a comrade who wae in a position 
to observe, and who was required to see and know, free from the 
actual stress of bodily fighting, the connections and combinatione 
of all parts of our own contesting troops, and to comprehend this 
combination and further it. Were Marshall or McLaughlen alive 
they would be nllowed to tell their own story, except so far ae 
they asked for aid. Failing that, their adjutant tells his general's 
story, as he believes the general would tell it, and as his own 
remembrance of observed facte requires." 

Bvt. Capt. Charles H. Pinkham, who was sergeant-major of 
the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts at the battle of Fort Stedman, 
and whose gallantry was mentioned by the division, brigade and 
regimental commanders, has contributed his personal recollections 
of the battle. This will be interesting to every comrade who was 
there, as it is a moclest voice from the Fifty-Seventh. Captain 
Piukham is now an honored citizen of the city of Worcester, 
Mass. 

WORCESTER, J ~ A M . ,  Jan. 16th, 1895. 

Captain Jorrn ANDERSON, U.S. Army. 
-?fy Dear Captain: In accordance with your request, I am pleased 

to submlt herewith my personal recollections of the battle of Fort Sted- 
man, March 26th, 1865. For nearly eleven months the Fifty-Seventh 
>fassachusetts had been with the Army of the Potomac, an3 hnd partici- 
pated in every engagement froin the Wilderness down. Since the siege 
of Petersburg, it had occupied some of the most exposed positions along 
the lines in front of Petersburg and had taken an active part in the flank- 
ing movements to  the left, as well as all those made in our front for the 
purpose of advancing the lines. 

In the early part of 1865, orders had been issued allowing deserters 
from the rebel army to come wtthin our lines, bringing their arms and 
equipments. The wisdom of such an order, as appeared in the light of 

The crater md Ytedman.-J. A. 
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events which followed, may well be questioned and lead to the opinion 
that, from a mllltary standpolnt, i t  was a mlstake. 

On the mornhg of March 25th, 1866, the reglmeut was lo camp 
' to the rtght and rear of Fort  Stedman, near the Prince George Court 

House road, covering the earthworks, o r  trenches, a t  thie polnt. As i t  
was not practlcrrble for troops to remain constantly In the trenches, on 
account of the pecultar conformation of the ground a t  thls place, and the 
water and mud that had settled there, the men of the regiment not on 
p a r d  duty, were permltted to sleep In their tents just behind the in- 
trenched llnes. In fact It was not deemed absolutely necessary for them 
t o  remain in the trenches, as there was a trench guard and a line of 
picket posta In front. I was sergeant-major of the Fifty-Seventh and 
tented with Adjutant Doty, who was absent on leave at  the tlme, and 
Lieutenant A. 0. Hitchcock was actlng in hls place. 

We were awakened about three or four o'clock that morning by 
hearlng unusual ftring on the picket llne. I immediately got np and 
reported the matter to Lleutenant-Colonel Tucker and Major Doherty, 
and the regiment was immediately turned out under arms and formed 
llne. Companles G and K were deployed as  skirmishers In our camp, 
moved forward and were most of them taken prisoners. Even a t  that 
time the "Johnnies " were inside our llnes and 111 Fort Stedman, having 
captured several of our picket posts under the well-played ruse of belng 
deserters from the rebel army. They came in such large numbers as  to  
be able to capture and overpower our pickets in that lmmediate vicinity. 
If the order permitting them to come in and brlng their arms had not 
been issued, the battle of Fort Stedman would, probably, never have 
taken place, and General Gordon would never have made an attack here. 

The Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts was without support, either ou 
the~rlght or left, and as it  was taken in flank by an overwhelming force, 
the only course was to fall back, whicb waa quickly done. I t  waa either 
a hasty retreat or the srirrender of the whole regiment. Colonel Tucker 
being dlvi~lon ofTicer of the day and attendlng to hls duties elsewhere, 
Major Doherty took command. As we were falling back, he said to me, 

Sergeant-Major, where in h-1 are the colors? " I replied that the color 
sergeant who was on furlough had left them in my tent. He then ordered 
me to return and get them. I went, in obedience to hls orders, although 
i t  looked like a forlorn hope, but the colors must be saved a t  any cost. 
Having lost one stand of colors in the crater, we could poorly afford to 
lcse another here. As I returned, the enemy was in possession of our 
camp, but, under cover of darkness, I gained the tent, selzed the colors, 
and you may be sure I dld not wait to hold conversation with them, but 
for the time belng waa a prolesslonal "sprinter." I ran the gauntlet 
and, save belng half frightened to death by the bullets whizzing arouud 
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my ears, reached the reglment in safety and turned the colora over to 
Sergeant Chase ef Company H. 

Hlstory has told the story of the charge and well do those who were 
there remember the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Murdock, who seized 
the flug from the color sergeant, and urglng his men forward, was shot 
through the body, falllng wlth the colors in his hand and dying elmoat 
immediately after. After the battle was over and we had regalned our 
camp once more, we found what was left nearly deatroyed by the grape 
and canlster from our own batterles on the hill in rear. The ground waa 
strewn with the dead and dying Johnnies," as the Confederates were 
familiarly called, who had so bravely fought us. While our loss had 
been heavy, thelrs had been much heavier. 

The flnal result of the battle was that we won back all the posltlons 
from which we had been driven, besides a large number of prlsonere and 
small arms, together wlth several battle-flags. The Fifty-Seventh Massa- 
chusetts, by a " slngular poetlc justice," captured the battle-flag of the 
67th North Carollna (rebel). Soon after the Stedman affair we were 
ordered into the maln llne of works near Battery 11 and Port Stedman. 

I t  was while we were in this position that orders were issued for the 
29th 67th and 69th Massachusetts regiments to  form a forlorn hope and 
charge the enemy in front of Fort Stedman. In order to  accompliah 
this successfully it  was necessary that the three llnes of abatis In front of 
the enemy's llnes should be cut away. One offtcer and forty men from the 
brlgade were called upon to volunteer as ruemen. Lieutenant Jamea H. 
Marshall of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts volunteered to lead them. 
The time flxed was three o'clock in the mornlng. The ruemen took posl- 
tlon in front of the works and walted the order to  advance. The three 
regiments had made preparations, esch believing that few would eacape 
belng killed in such a foolhardy attempt to break the enemy's almoat 
impregnable llne. Most of the men gave the chaplain or quartermaater 
such valuables as  they had on their persons to be sent home to thelr 
friends or relatives in case they should fail to return, but no man in the 
reglment thought of dolng anything but his duty, and that wae to obey 
orders faithfully, even if It cost him his life. Bnt the charge was never 
made, the order having been wisely countermanded. No movement was 
made on either slde nntll the 5 8 1  attack from onr left the day before 
the evacuation of Petereburg, when our troops repeatedly charged the 
enemy's lines. How well do we all remember the nlght before the 
evacuation, when the enemy opened all hls batteries upon us, which were 
responded to by all the batterles on the Federal slde, and for  hours the 
heavens were a blaze of llght from the btunlng fuse of hundreds of 
shrieking, bursting ahells. It was a grand exhlbitlon of the elements of 
war. Under cover of this demonstration, the enemy evacuated Peters- 
burg, and a t  the flrst break of day, our picketa found that instead of 



faclng an army with which we had struggled for months, we were only 
faclng a line of vacant trenches. They had, after weary months of hard 
pounding, been at last flanked out from the left and we entered upon the 
closing chapter of that grand tragedy which had occupled the attention 
of the whole world for four long, bloody years. 

CHARLES H. PINKHAM, 
Late 2d Lieutenant Z'#lpBeventh Maaaachusetta Volunteers, 

Brevet- Captatn U. 8. V. 

Chaplain Daehiell relates a sad incident of a young sergeant 
by the name of Wesley R. Williams of Company I, who had 
passed through every engagement with the regiment unhurt. 
Now, when the war seemed so  near a close, with bright anticipa- 
tions of an early return to home and friendir, he had a leg 
shattered in the engagement a t  Fort Stedman and was obliged to 
have i t  amputated. 

After Major Doherty fell, the regiment was commanded by 
Capt. A. W. Cooke. 

Capt. Henry C. Ward, fornierly of the Fifty-Seventh Masea- 
chueetts, now a captain in the 16th Infantry, U.S. Army, has 
written a paper giving an  account of his capture on the picket 
line and hie subsequent experience a s  a prisoner of war, which is 
well entitled to space in this history, together with the recent 
correspondence connected with the return of his sword : - 

On the 24th of March, 1866, I was detalled ss brlgade o8lcer of the 
day, of the Third Brigade, First Division, Ninth Army Corps, Army of 
the Potomac, and was in charge of the brigade pickets in front of 
Petersburg, Va., covering a line of more than a mile and a half. 

On account of the weakening of the Ninth Corps some days pre- 
vious, to reinforce the army on our left for a contemplated movement at 
that point, the brigade picket lines and the troops in the immediate 
front of Yetersburg had been considerably reduced in numbers. Thls 
the Confederate commander had observed, and this was the occasion of 
the attack on Fort Stedman. 

The picket lines of the two srmles were'scarcely seventy-five yards 
apart, while the maln lines were from 260 to 800 yards apart at thls 
point. The main works of defense and the fortifications of the Con- 



federates were protected by strong lines of abatis and cheoauz-de-jrise 
and other obstructions well known in warfare. The pickets being so 
close together, the reliefs were placed after dusk. For eome time there 
had been continued flring on the picket lines at  night, by both parties, to  
prevent repalre on their works caused by the artillery firing during the 
day. At night many deserters also came in from the enemy, bringing 
their arms, equlpments, etc. 

, 
Upon my reporting to Brigadier-General McLanghlen, commanding 

the Third Brigade, for orders on the nlght of March 24th, 1863, he in- 
formed me that he had received orders to have all firing in his front a t  
nlght stopped u n l e s ~  an attack was made, and directed me to attend to the 
matter; and a s  I was leaving him he called me back and remarked, that 
if I procured any rebel newspapers during the night, to send them to hls 
headquarters in the morning. After dusk I stopped'all firing on the 
lines. The night was unusually quiet. In passing down the lines I 
walked into a rebel picket and upon realizing my mistake, I begged his 
pardon and fled, without being flred upon. This was not an unusual 
occurrence, on account of the lines being zigzag and so close together. 

About three o'clock A.M., I heard some desultory shots almost dl- 
rectly In front of Fort Stedman, and I proceeded there as rapidly as  possl- 
ble. The picket informed me that something unusual was going on and 
that he felt j~istified in Uring. I noticed en unusual noise in our front and 
crawled beyond our lines to investigate and reconnoiter, and saw that a 
corps of pioneers were removing the obstructions in front of the works 
of the enemy, and that troops were forming for attack, some of the men 
having a white band on the arm t o  distinguish them in the dark. Upon 
making thls discovery, I immediately crawled back into our llnee and 
directed the flring of the pickets on the entire line and sent messengers 
to the comluanding o8lcer of the troops in Fort Stedman in my rear, 
that an attack was being made All a t  once a thin line of battle made 
i ts  appearance in our front joined by the pickets of the enemy. I was 
knocked down by a club or musket in the hands of a Confederate soldler, 
and taken by the guard to  General Gordon, commandiug the troops of 
the enemy. I gave him my rauk and duties of thut nlght and declined to 
reply to questions in regard to Federal troops. At thls time the maln 
line of Confederates had not gone forward; the guns from Fort Stedman 
had opened wlth one or two volleys, then ceased. The Confederate 
offlcers near me were urging their men forward, telling them that the 
first line of works had been captured, also a general otflcer. This was 
spread down the lines and the men sprang out of the works across the 
lines. At this time the flrlng was general on both sides. 

At break of day General McLaughlen and several others were 
brought in as prisoners of war. The General told me that upon hearing 
the firing he jumped up, hastily dressing, arid hurried into the works, 



aboat one hundred yards from his quarters-that he observed in the 
darkness a llne of battle flring to  the rear, and directed them to flre to 
their front, and proceeded to put the troops into position. At thls 
juncture it was diecovered that he waa a Federal ofilcer, and was 
immediately captured. I t  seems that he had been commandlng rebel 
troops that had gotten into our line of works. 

Abont seven o'clock A.M., some four hundred olflcars and men of 
our forces had been captured, and we were marched off to  the ~nilitary 
prison in Peterrburg. About eleven o'clock A.M., General Bobert E. Lee 
arrlved at  the prison accompanied by an orderly, and I had Rome con- 
versatlon with him. I could get no information from our guards ss to 
the result of the battle, but a t  four o'clock P.M. we were marched to 
the depot to  embark for Rlchmond, Va. We proceeded some flre miles 
out of the clty on the old railroad track in full view of our batterles, 
some two miles away. As soon as they discovered us, they opened tlre 
on us, thinking we were the enemy, and thereby causing more alarm to 
our guards than to ourselves, for we then knew that our troops had been 
successful and that they held the entire line. 

We were loaded on passenger and freight cars and arrlved a t  
Rlchmond in the morning and marched through the rtreeta to Libby 
Prison. A rather funny incident occurred a day or two after my arrival 
in the prison. The names of the captured olflcers were published in the 
Daily m a t c h  and my name caught the eye of a frlend, the wlfe of a 
tobacco merchant living in the clty. The next morning she called at  the 
prlson, accompanied by her servant, bearing a tray of lunch for me and a 
qullt. She was not allowed to see me, or to send np the food, and from 
my window I saw her, and my lunch, depart from the prlson. Our food 
was not plentiful. I t  wnsisted of much bone, thinly covered wlth 
strlps of very dark, tough meat. Some of the prlsoners declared the 

, meat to  be the carcseses of the mules abandoned by the armles of the 
Peninsula. 

The olflcers declded to call for an Interview with the commandant 
of the prlson, Major Turner. He came and we showed him the beef aud , 

told him our story of hunger and suspicion of mule meat. He stated In 
reply that "the quality of rations furnished us was the same as that 
glven the guard who guarded our prlson, but that we did not have the 
quantity, a s  we were doing nothing, and did not require so much, and 
that lt was necessary to  economize." We replied that if what he stated 
was true we had nothing more to say. 

On April 2d, 1866 (Sunday), all the prisoners in Libby prison were 
marched to Rocketts to embark for  the Federal lines. The city was 
belng eracuated, supplles for  the army were being destroyed and the Con- 
federate army north of the James river wss belng hurriedly transferred 
to  the front of Petereburg. We wnld hear the guns of the army there 



very dlstinctly and we were eatietled that the war was belng closed. 
The president of the Confederacy and hle cablnet were also leaving the 
city, but they d5d not t& the 8ame dtreeHon tlkrt the priuoneru o j  war did. 
We marched to the wharf einging patriotic eongs, and a8 we paseed 
down the river and by the Confederate gunboate, they were blown up. 
The view of the clty, the explosion of war materlal, the property being 
deetroyed by flre, etc., were grand. We were landed within some miles 
of the Federal pickets on the James rlver and proceeded to the head- 
quartere of the general commanding the troope and notified him that the 
city of Richmond was being evacuated. Thle was before daylight on the 
morning of April ad, and a t  daylight theee troope advanced and paseed 
into the city without much oppoeitlon. We prieonere were all placed on 
Federal boats and taken down the river and within five day8 thereafter 
I had reported for  duty with my regiment. After the war.1 waa in 
command of Libby Prison and Major Dlck Turner, the adjutant of the 
prison, and other8 who had been hie asslatants there when I was a 
prleoner, were now my prieoners. I afterward took Dick Turner's 
parole and releaeed him. 

My eword, which was surrendered to the Confederate commander, 
General Gordon. when I was captured, was presented to me by the 
young ladies of Worceeter, Massachusetts. My name and the date of 
presentation were engraved on the ecsbbard. After the election of the 
Democratic candtdate (Cleveland) in November, 1892, and during the 
jollification in the South over a Democratic vlctory, my eword wae re- 
turned to me and I recelved it  on Chrletmaa Day, 1892, uearly twenty- 
nine years after its capture. 

CLEVELAND, ROWAN C o m n ,  N.C. 
Nov. 20th, 1892. 

Captain H. C. WARD. 
Dear Sir : On the 26th of March, 1866, I captured from an olUcer In 

front of Petereburg, Va., a aword. There ie engraved on the upper band 
of the scabbard the following: 6 L  Presented to Lieutenant H. C. Ward, 
Company (3, Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts Volunteer Veterans, by hls 
friends. Worcester, March 28th, 1864." I have always intended t o  
keep it a8 a memorial of the late contest, in whlch bravery waa pitted 
againat bravery, and noble men on both eldes sealed with their blood 
their devotion to their country and in defense of their aolemn convic- 
tlone of duty. But as we have convlnclng proofs, as evidenced by the 
late election, that sectional bitternees is almost obliterated, and the fact 
that we are brothers of one common country, purpose and high destiny, 
knowing no North, South, E a t  or West, break8 upon our minds, I have 
concluded to return the sword to ite proper owner, if to  be found. 
Brave men of the L L  Blue and the Gray" have long eince bridged the bloody 



chasm and grasped hands in loving forgetfulness of the past; why Is it 
that all others do not do the same and let us have a xwal union of hands 
and herutll 8s well M of conntry? I will send by expreaa as  soon 8s I 
can get your address. 

Yours respectfully, 

(Bigned) PHIL. ALEXANDER. 

To which Captain Ward  replies a s  follows: - 
NAEHVILLB, TENW., Dec. 8d, 1892. 

Major PEIL. ALEX~DILR.  
My Dear Mqjot: I have your letter of the 26th ultimo, dlrected t o  

H. C. Ward and forwarded to me by the postmaster of Worcester, Mass. 
At the battle of Fort Btedman before Petersburg, Va., about 8.80 A.M., 
I was captored while brigade offlcer of the day, and in commlrnd of the 
pickets on the lines of the Third Brigade, First Divlsion of the Ninth 
Corps, Army of the Potomac. If my memory is correct, I was taken to 
General Gordon commanding the Confederate troops making the attack. 
I had the sword referred to  a t  the time of my capture, i t  having been 
presented to me by frienda of mine. I was very glad Lo learn the where- 
abouts of the sword and also proud to hear that it  h8s been in such 
brave and gallant hands. 

I most heartily endorse the sentiments expressed in your patriotic 
letter. 

,Very slncerely yours, 

(WZned) HENRY C. WARD, 
Captain U.S. Army. 

On duty with Governor of Tennessee, 
in connection with National Guard. 

Af te r  har ing  received the sword, Captain W a r d  made 
acknowledgment in  the following words : - . 

NABEYILLE, T E ~ . ,  Dec. !Nth, 1892. 
Major hru.. ALEXANDER. 

My Dear Mqior: I received the sword yesterday and I wish Lo 
thank you for  yonr kindness in the matter and the patriotic sentlmente 
expreesed in y o u  very kind letter. I have many frlenda among those 
brave old soldiers who were in the Confederate army during the war. 
Long ago I believe all animosities were buried between the wearers of 
the " Blue and the Gray ." 

I am very sincerely youn, 
HENRY C. WARD. 
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M A Y ~ ~ E L D ,  T m r a ,  May Zth, 1893. 

Dear Sir: Your favor of recent date in reference to the sword and 
Its history, was recelved after being detained for mme time by reason of 
being mlssent. I heartily wish that an opportunity may present itself 
that we msy meet at  some time and talk over our past experience as 
soldiers when we were deadly enemles (not personally), but now friends, 
endeavorlng to bulld up onr common country so  as  to  make i t  the grandest 
and greatest the sun ever shone upon. 

Well, a s to  the details of the night attack upon Fort Stedman, in 
front of Petersburg, Va., I, perhaps, will not be able to glre much lnfor- 
mation. Subordinate 08;lcers knew but very little as  to general plans of 
attack. 

Knowlng, a8 General Lee must have known, the utter hopelessness 
of our situation, I have never understood why the attack was made only 
two or three days before our evacuation of our whole linc. The day 
before there was a d e a l  of picked men taken from our brigade which 
was immediately in front of Fort Stedman, and ordered to report for duty 
under the command of Colonel H. C. Jones (now of Charlotte, N.C.). 
Other troops were massed on the front and by four o'clock A.M., of 
March 26th, the whole Hue was put in motion. Colonel Jones' line of 
skirmishers cut the two llnes of cheoarcz-de-.frlse and other obstructions, 
and captured the fort in gallant style. So complete was the surprise 
that very little resistance could be made. The main line, preceded by 
Colonel Jones, advanced several hundred yards beyond the fort after day- 
Ilght, where the whole, or a t  least a large number, of Grant's batteries 
were brought to  poeltion, and poured forth such a fusllade of shot and 
shell that we retreated to the fort. There and then I had the most un- 
comfortable experience of the war. I have had some close calla before, 
but had never felt as lf my tlme were up. Now I began to think rcro 
Jnte venerat. I t  seemed that a shell burst In our midst every second. I 
happened to be near General Gordon when he issued orders to  retreat to 
our own works and made up mp mind not to  wait for the regular channel 
of communication, through staff omcers, but i6called on feet to save the 
body," and they responded quite lively, you may rest assured. 

I've often thought that none but an old soldier could fully experi- 
ence how sweet the calm, quiet sense of security that crept over and took 
possession of the mind when, under such circumstances, he cotild sud- 
denly fall into a ditch or some other hole. He could then sit back and 
ruminate over the sentiments Virgil makes Tityrus say to  Meltbeus, 
Deus nohk haec otia fecit. I forgot to say that i t  was near daylight, and 
a s  I was passing up our line, about half way between our respective lines 
of defense, I came on the scene of Four capture. You had already been 
dl~armed and the Johnnle Reb" who had you in charge was just on the 



point of passing to the rear with you, when he handed me your sword. 
Separated as we are by nearly thirty years from that eventful morning, 
the words that passed and some of the circumstances that took place. a t  
the time have passed Into the ocean of forgetfulness. 

Some ten or twelve days from the time of the attack, after a series 
of marches and countermarches, fighting and retreating, the rank and 
tlle of the Confederate veterans, begrlmed wlth dirt and grease, and 
emaciated from hunger and loss of sleep, succumbed to superior force. 
Never dld a truer or braver people surrender. The glory of thelr brilliant 
achievements, their lnrlncible courage and darlng bravery, are enshrined 
In the hearts of our old men and women, our young, men and maidens. 
I t  will need no mon~~ments  of brass or tablets of marble to perpetuate 
their memory, because it  will be handed down to succeeding generatious 
as  a precious helrloom, to be recounted around the firesides and famlly 
altars of their homes. General Gordon in hln farewell address to  his 
command said : The cause for whlch we fought 1s lost, but the princlple 
1s immortal . . . . " 

Believe me, r~ ever, Yours truly, 
PHIL. ALEXAKDER. 

Gen. R. E. Lee had but little to say about the battle and 
treated the matter as one of no great importance. Reporting 
upon it to the Confederate Secretary of War, John C. Brecken- 
ridge, under date of March 25th, 1866, he says : " At daylight 
this morning General Gordon assaulted and carried enemy's works 
at Hare's Hill (called Fort Stedman by the Federals), captured 
nine pieces of artillery, eight mortars, between five and six hun- 
dred prisoners, among them one brigadier-general and a number 
of ofllcers of lower grade. Enemy's lines were swept away for 
distance of four hundred or fire hundred yards to right and left, 
and two efforts made to recover captured works were handsomely 
repulsed ; but it was found that the inclosed works in rear, com- 
manding enemy's main line, could only be taken at great sacrifice, 
and troops were withdrawn to original position. I t  being im- 
practicable to bring off captured guns, owing to nature of ground, 
they were disabled and left. Our  loss reported is not heavy. 
Among wounded is Brigadier-General Terry, flesh wound, and 
Brig.-Gen. Phil. Cook, in arm. All the troops engaged, includ- 
ing two brigades under Brigadier-General Raneom, behaved mo+t 
handsomely. The conduct of the sharpshooters of Gordon's carp. 



who led the assault, deserves the highest commendation. Thie 
afternoon there w s s  ekirmishing on the right between the picket 
lines, with varied euccesa. A t  d s r k  enemy held coneiderable por- 
tion of the line furthest in  advance of our main works." 

Maj.-Gen. J o h n  B. Parke, commanding the Ninth Corpe,  
submitted a report to the commander of the Army of the Potomac 
which wo quote in part. T h e  report ie dated April 20th, 1865 : - 

I have the honor to  submit the following report of the operatlono 
of my command in the action of March 26th ultimo. The line held by 
this corps extended from the Appomattox on the right, with pickets 
stretchlng some three miles down the river, to Fort Howard on the left, 
a distance of about seven mlles. The line WM occupied by the Flrst 
Division, Brevet Major-General 0. B. Wllcox commanding, extending 
from the Appomattox to Fort Meikel, and the Second Divfsion, Brevet 
Major-General R. B. Potter commanding, extending from Fort Meikel to  
Fort Howard. The Third Division, Brigadier-General J. F.  Hartranft 
commanding, wae held in reserve, its rlght regiment being posted near 
the Dunn House Battery, aud its left regiment between Forts Hays and 
Howard. 

The intrenchments held by Wilcox's division and Potter's First 
BrIga.de, were very nearly as placed when the positions were originally 
gained by our troops, under fire, and in so close proximity to the enemy 
that the work was necessarlly very defective. This was especially the 
case with Fort Stedman, where our llnes crossed the Prince George 
Court House road. This is a small work without bastions, with Battery 
No. 10 immediately adjoining, the battery open in the rear, and the ground 
in rear of the fort nearly as high as  its parapet. The oppoeing llnes 
are here about one hundred and tlfty ygrds apart, the plcket llnes about 
fifty yards. This portion of the line was held by the Third Brigade, 
First Dlvislon, Brevet Brigadier-General N. B. McLaughlen commanding. 
About 4.80 o'clock on the morning of March Mth, lart, the enemy 
assaulted this front with Gordon's Corps, reinforced by Buehrod 
Johnson's division. At 4 A.M. the picket line had been vlsited by the 
captnin of the plcket, who found the men on the alert and discovered no 
signs of movement by the enemy. 

Taking advantage of the order allowing deserters to bring their 
arms with them, the enemy sent forward squads of pretended deserters, 
who, by this ruse, gained possession of several of the plcket poste. 
They were closely followed by a strong storming party of picked men, 
this by three heavy columns. The plcket line was overpowered after 
one discharge of their pieces. The trench guard, though stoutly reslst- 
ing, was unable to  withstand the rush of numbers, and the m d n  line W.8 

broken between Batterlee 9 snd 10, near No. 10. 
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The enemy turned to the right and left hand, the right column soon 
gaining Battery 10, which is open in the rear, thus acquiring. great 
advantage for  an assault on Fort  Stedmau. The garrison of Fort 
Stedman, consieting of a battalion of the 14th New York Heavy Artlllery, 
under Major Randall, made a spirited resistance, but being attacked in 
front, flank and rear, was overpowered and most of it captured. The 
artillery in the fort, consisting of four light 12'8, discharged a dozen 
rounds of canister before being taken. These guns, as well sa those in 
Battery 10, were at  once turned upon us. The enemy then pushed 
gradually along the llnes toward Port Hsskell, driving out the troops 
holdlng Batteries 11 and 12, neither of which are inclosed, works. I t  
was still qoita dark, which circumetrnce greatly aogrnented the dim- 
culty of formation to check the progress of the enemy, it  being almost 
impossible to  distinguish between Mend and foe, and made the use of 
artillery upon them impracticable a t  any distance. At the flrst alarm 
General McLanghlen sent members of hls s t d  to the various positions 
on his front, and himself proceeded to Fort Hsskell, thence along the 
line to  Stedman. He found that our troops had been driven from 
Battery 11. He dlrected Mortar Battery 12 to open on it, and sent for  
the 69th Massachusetts, and on lte arrtral recaptured Battery 11 by a 
bayonet charge. He then proceeded to Fort Stedman and was there 
taken prlsoner. 

As soon as  it  became evident a t  my headquarterr that the enemy 
were attacklng, I despatched aides-de-camp to communicate with Generals 
Wilcox and McLaughleu, ordered General Hartranft to  concentrate his 
right brigade and reinforce General Wllwx, and ordered General Tidball, 
chlef of artillery, to  place hls reserve batteries in position on the hills In 
rear of the point attacked. On receiving a report from General Wllcox 
and from members of my own staff, of the state of sflslrs, I ordered up 
General Hartranft's other brigade, informed General Wilcox that he 
would be reinforced by the Third Division, and directed him to at  once 
reoccopy the works taken. General Hartranft concentrated his division 
with commendable promptitude, his left reglment having Lo more a 
dlstance of flve mlles, he, in the meantlme, promptly and gallantly 
attacking with a regiment of his right brigade, the 900th Pennsylvania, 
assisted by detschmente from McLaughlen's and Ely's brigades, of 
Wilcox's division, checklng the enemy's skirmlshers who were ad- 
vancing towards Meade's Station, and driving them back to the line of 
works. 

The column of the enemy whlch turned to the left hand, after 
entering oor line, proceeded along the trenches in the direction of 
Battery No. U, taking the Fifty-Seventh Maesachusette in flank and rear, 
and driving them from the trenches. The left of the 2d Michigan, the 
left reglment of Ely's brigade, of Wilcox's dlvislon, wss also somewhat 
broken, but the regiment promptly rallled and fought the enemy over the 



traverses so stoutly that time was gained t o  bring up reinforcements 
from the right of the brigade and form a strong line perpendicular to 
the intrenchments, with right resting near Battery 9. Thlr line of 
troops, assisted by the artlllery from No. 0, No. 6 and McGilvery, 
repulsed, with loss, a heavy assault on Battery 9, and stopped all ferther 
advance of the enemy in that direction. The picket line was held up to a 
polut to the left of Battery 9 throughout the engagement. 

The rebel column which moved from Fort Stedmm toward F o r t  
Haekell met with no better success. I t  gained temporary possesslon of 
Mortar Batteries 11 and 12, but the garrisons of those works, the 29th 
jlassachusette and 100th Pennsylvania, quickly rallied on the left, and 
formed, in conjnnction with troops withdrawn from hls left by Colonel 
Harriman, commmdlng First Brigade, Wllcox'a dlvislon, a line perpeu- 
dicular to  the Intrenchments, connecting on their right wlth Hartranft'e 
troops and wlth left resting near Fort Haekell, checking all farther 
progress of the enemy, and slowly drlvlng hlm hack. He made several 
desperate assaulte on Fort Haskell, but was bloodily repulsed. At 7.30 
A.M. the position of adairs wae thls: we had regained Batteries 11 and 
12 and had drawn a cordon of troops around ~ o r t  8tedman and Battery 
10, forcing the masBes of the enemy back into those works where they 
were exposed to, and enffered greatly from, a concentrated flre from all 
the artillery in poeltion bearing on those points and the reserve batteries 
on the hill in rear. This cordon waa composed of Hartranft's dirlslon, 
with reginlents from McLaughlen's and Ely's brigades on either flank. 

General Hartranft, to whom I had conflded the task of recapturing 
the fort, made his dlsposltions with great coolness and skill, and a t  
about 7.45 A.M. advanced his whole line. His troops, the vast majority 
of them new men, for the flrst time under dre, charged with great spirit 
and resolution, the veterans on the flanks behaving with their accnsto~ned 
gallantry, and carried the fort wlth comparatively small loss. The cross 
infantry and artillery flre upon the space between the opposing lines 
deterred many of the enemy from attempting to escape, and caused 
severe loss among those who made the trial. Nineteen hundred and 
forty-nine prisoners, including seventy-one commisstoned ofHcers, nine 
stand of colors and many small arms, fell into our hands. The whole 
line taken from us mas at  once reoccupied and all damage repaired during 
the following night. We lost no guns or colors. 

(Signed) JNO. G. PARKE. 
~Vqior-General Commanding. 

Colonel GEORGE D. RU(IOLEB, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomw. 

T h e  following is the report submitted by Gen. 0. B. Wilcox, 
commanding the Firs t  Division of  the Ninth Corps, not quoted in 
full : - 
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HRADQUAHTERB FIRBT DIVISIOB, NLYTH ARMY COBPB. 
Colonel: At 4.15 o'clock on the morning of the 26th ultimo, the 

enemy attacked the intrenchments held by the Thlrd Brlgade of this 
dlvislon. The brlgade picket otflcer. Captain Burch, 8d Marylaad, 
reports that he visited the picket Hue a t  four o'clock of that A M .  and 
saw that the men were on the slert. After visiting the llne he returned 
to his headquarters in front of Fort Stedman and Battery No. 11. He 
Rtstes that in a few mlnutes after his return a man on the lookout gave 
notlce that the enemy were approaching. At the same time the men on 
the post. flred their pieces. One column moved toward the right of 
Battery No. 10, a second column moved toward a point between Fort 
Stedman and Battery No. 11, a third column moved direct toward Fort 
Stedman. These columns were preceded by a strong stormlng party, 
which broke through the pickets, clubbing thelr muskets, and made open- 
lugs in the abatis. 

The trench guards made sultlcient resistance to  arouse the garrisons 
of the enclosed works in the immediate nelghborhood, but the column 
whlch struck to the right of Battery No. 10 quickly succeeded In break- 
ing through and effectlng an entrance into that battery, which is entirely 
open in the rear. Thls success gave them a great advantage over Fort 
Stedolan, as  the ground just in rear of Battery No. 10 is on a level wlth 
the parapet of the fort. The fort had also a comparatlvely small line of 
infantry parapet; particularly was this the case in front, which was cut 
up wlth embrasures for artillery. The garrison of the fort cousieted of 
a detachment of the 14th New York Heavy Artillery, under Major 
Randall, and made quite a splrlted resistance, but were flnally orer- 
powered and most of them captured. 

The commanding offlcer of the brigade, Brevet Brigadler-General 
N. B. McLaughlen, had reached Battery No. 11 from his headquarters 
before this, and gave some directions about the dfsposltion of the troops 
on the left flank. The guns and even the mortars, in both Stedman and 
Battery So. 11, were used against the enemy. Detachments of the 
1st Connectlcut Heavy Artillery, a t  the mortars, behaved very hand- 
somely. 

General McLaughlen was captured near the gorge of the fort, but 
whether after the'enemy got in, or while they were attacking, 1s 
unknown. Captain Swords, ordnance oftlcer on my utatY and division 
staff officer of the day, also reached Ford Stedman from these head- 
quarters before It was fully in the enemy's possession, and was captured 
a t  the fort. The right column, with the aid of troops from Fort Sted- 
man, now succeeded in galnlng Battery No. 11. Their left column turned 
down the works to their left, towards Battery No. 9, taking the Fifty- 
Seventh Massachusetts 1n the trenches In flank and rear, capturing a part 
of them. The remalnder retired to  the rear, reassembled and afterward 
did good work as  sklrmlshers, wlth General Hartranft's troops. The 2d 
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Michigan fought the enemy on this dank from their bomb-proofs and 
traverses in the most spirited manner until they were d r a m  in by order 
of their brigade commander, Brevet Colonel M p h  Ely, to Battery No. 9. 
which, though small, is an enclosed work. 

In pursuance with my orders Colonel Ely deployed, perpendicular 
to and to the rear of his intrenchments, a portlon of the 1st Michigan 
Sharpshootera as skirmishers, promptly bUng them from the right of 
our llne for thls purpose. I also directed him to press the enemy on hh 
left w much w possible. Finding themselves opposed In thls dlrectlon, 
the enemy halted for more of their troops to come up, and the ground 
vacated by the 2d Michlgan remained unoccupied by either party. The 
enemy's skirmishers now came down the hill directly to the rear of 
Stedman, and moved toward my headquarters a t  the Friend House, the 
Dunn House Battery, and In the dlrection of Meade's Station, and thie, 
for a time, rendered my communication with the Third Brigade long and 
circuitous. Meantime, I had ordered out the 17th Michigan engineer 
regiment at  my headquarters, and sent word to the commanding olflcers 
of the 200th and 209th Pennsylrania, encamped between Meade's Station 
and Dunn House Battery, to  move respectively, one to the Friend Home, 
the other in front of the Dunn House Battery. These regiments promptly 
appeared. 

Brigadler-General Hartranft, commanding the Third Division, now 
came up in person, and I requwted him to move his available force direct 
upon the fort. He promptly and gallantly took command of the two 
regiments already out, wlthout waiting for  the rest of his command. I 
ordered the 17th Michigan to deploy as  skhulshere on his right. This 
regfment, with only one hundred men in its ranks, under command of 
Major Mathews, moved forward a t  the same time wlth General 
Hartranft's ltne, capturing most of the enemy's ekirmishers in their 
front, about twenty-five in number, and inclining to the right, connected 
with the skirmishen, of Ely's brigade. 

While Hartranft w w  operating in rear of Stedman the enemy's 
force, which had moved down towards Battery 9 and halted, waa 
relnforced by Ransom's brlgade, and opened an attack upon that battery. 
Thie attack w w  handsomely repulsed by my skirmishers and troops of 
the Second Brlgade in Battery No. 9, assisted by the artillery, particularly 
one piece of Roemer'e battery, under Major Roemer himself. 

The enemy attempted to retreat back to his own intrenchments, 
when they were charged by detschmenta of the 2d Michigan, who 
captured some prisoners. Troops of the 20th and 2d Michigan 
also threw themselves into the picket line of the Second Brigade, and 
poured such a flre on the flanks of the retreating enemy that over three 
hnndred threw down their arms and surrendered themselves on the rpot. 
On our left the enemy proceeded through the trenches, drivlng before 
them the 99th Massachusetts, a small regiment, which made the best 
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redstance it conld, over it8 traverses and works, being attacked in front, 
flank and rear. 

From Battery No. 11 they proceeded toward Battery No. 12 in the 
same manner, killing, wounding and capturing a part of the 100th 
Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers. In  this attack Colonel Pentecost, 
commandlng 100th Pennsylvanh, wre mortally wounded. A part of this 
regiment was deployed as sklrmlshers in the rear, and a part went into 
Fort Haskell. Brevet Colonel Robinson took a part of the 8d Maryland 
from a portlon of hls line on the left of Haskell and deployed it on the 
left of the skirmish line of the 100th Penusylvania. Soon afterward 
Colonel Bobinson, by my direction, assumed command of the Third 
Brlgade. , . . . . , . . . .  . . ,  

Hartranft's line advanced rapidly, enveloplng the rear of the works. 
The 17th Michigan, on the extreme right, dashed forward,and gained the 
trenches lately occupied by the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts, but now 
held by the enemy, capturing prisoners on that side. The retreat of the 
enemy wrrs adon cut off by the troops of thls division gaining the rear of 
the main body along the parapet of the works, and a large number of 
prisoners and some colors were captured by the troops of both divielons. 
One thousand and flve prisoners, besides some of the wounded, fell into 
the hands of my own command, also seven stand of the enemy's colors, 
together with one of our own flagatafb recaptured. I t  was found on 
regaining our works that the enemy, whfle they held posseselon of them, 
were not able to  carry off or effect any damage on o m  artillery, which 
they temporarily held and partially used against Battery No. 9 and Fort  
Hwkell. They carried one Coehorn mortar over the parapet, but it  was 
regained, and not the least damage was inflicted on any of .the guns or 
gun carriages. No colors or guns were lost by us. 

The following are the names of the captors of enemy's colors in 
this Dlvlsion: . . . . Sergeant Major C. H. Pinkham, Flfty-Seventh 
Massachusetts Volunteers. . . . . 

I also forward herewith the reports of the commanders of the 
Second and Third Brlgades, and respectfully call attention to the recom- 
mendatlons for gallantry thereln contained. Of my own st&, all of 
whom were active throughout the engagement, I would honorably men- 
tion Captalu L C. Brackett, Fifty-Seventh Masnachusetts Volunteers, 
for gallantry in assisttngln the charge of the Third Divlslon. . . . . 

I am, very respectfully, 
0. B. WILCOX, 

Colonel P. Y. LYDIO, Brevet diajor-General Commanding. 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Xinth -4rn~g Corps. . 

N. B. I also append the report of Brevet Brigadier-General N. B. 
McLaaghlen, which, as  seen from the date, was received subsequent to  
the writing of the above report. 0. B. WILCOX, 

Brevet rtiajor-General Commanding. 
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Following this we copy in full the report of Bvt. Brig.-Gen. 
N. B. McLaughlen, Colonel Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts Volun- 
teere, who commanded the Third Brigade, Firs t  Divieion of the 
Ninth Corps, until taken prisoner as heretofore related, made 
while a paroled prieoner of war  : - 

PAROLE CMP, 
ANNAPOLIS, MD., Aprll4th, 1865. 

Major: I have the honor to report the part taken by me in the flght 
a t  Fort Stedman, March 26th, untll captured, whlch occurred just before 
daylight. 

On hearing the nolse of the attack that morning I awoke my staff 
and dispatched them to various parts of the llne to get the troops under 
arms, and proceeded myself to  Fort Heakell, garrisoned by a battalion of 
the 14th New York Heavy Artillery, whom I found on the alert and 
ready to resist an attack. I then turned down the llne to  the right, 
passing the 100th Penneylvanla Volunteers, who were aleady in their 
works, and Bsttery 12, flnding evergthhg rlght, and reached the mortar 
battery No. 11, in which were no guns, and which was occupied by the 
49th Massechueetta Veteran Volunteere. Here I fonnd Major Rlchardeon 
of that regiment, who told me that the battery was in the enemy's hands, 
and that hle command had just been drlven from it. I a t  once sent 
order6 to the 69th Meeeschusette Veteran Volunteere, the only reglment 
of my brigade not in the llne of works, to  report to me a t  double quick, 
and to Battery 12 to turn thelr mortars on Battery 11, which was done, 
three shots being flred. On the arrival of the 59th, I put them into the 
work wlth flxed bayoneta and recaptured it  a t  once. Supposlng that I 
had restored the only break ln the llne, I crossed the parapet into Fort 
Stedman on the right, and meeting some men coming over the curtalns, 
whom ln the darkness I supposed to be a part of the picket, I estab- 
llshed them lnside the work, gic-lng directions wlth regard to position 
and flring, all of which were instantly obeyed. In  a few minutes I saw 
a man crossing the parapet, whose uniform, in the dawning light, I 
recognized to be the enemy's, and I halted him, asking his regiment. 
This called attention to myself and the next moment I was surrounded 
by the rebels, whom I had supposed to be my men, and sent to the rear, 
where I fonnd General Gordon, to whom I dellvered my sword, and was 
sent by hlm to Petereburg. While standing by General Gordon four 
brigades moved forward toward our works, their commanders reportlng 
to him. While there, Captain Swords of the First Dlvislon s t a r  was 
brought up, havlng been captured in Fort Stedman, where he had been 
directed ln search of me, and also Lleutenaut Sturgis of my statl' whom 
I had sent to  the left and ordered to report to  me at Fort Stedman. 
From Petersburg I was sent by rall the same day to Libby Prlson, a t  
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Richmond, Va , and remained there until the afternoon of April 2d, 
when I, with the other otecers conflned there, was paroled and sent to 
this place, via Fortress Monroe, where we arrived thls morning. 

There were sixteen otecers of my brigade captured besides myself, 
and about 480 enllstad men, a11 of whom were paroled. I have not the 
slightest fault to flnd with any of the troops of my command. A11 were 
vlgllaut and on the alert, both ofecere and men, and all WM done that h y  
within the bounds of possibility. The enemy, aware of the recent order 
allowlng desertem to bring in their arms, approached my picket line under 
that disgulsc, in small squads, and t h w  surprised the plckets, crpturing 
them without any alarm being given. I would say further, t h d  I have 
personal knowledge that there were three divisions massed to break my 
brigade line, those of Johnson and Gordon making the attnck, and the 
thlrd being held in reserve, with cavalry and batteries in support. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
N. B. McLAUGHLEN, 

Brevet Bttgadier-General, U. 8. V., 
Commanding 3d Brtgade, llrt Dtatsion, 0th A m y  Corps. 

To Brevet-Major WILLIAM V.  RICHARD^, 
A.A.B. l r t  Mv., 0th Army Coq~8, 

Before Petereberg, Va. 

Col. Gilbert P. Robinson, Third Maryland Volunteers, was 
assigned to the  command of the brigade af ter  General McLaugl~ len  
had been taken prisoner, and  made the following report which we 
give in par t  : - 

Sir: About 8.30 A.M., March 2bth, the enemy advanced in sereral 
columns upon the duster of artillery positions known as Fort Stedman, 
Batteries 10, IT and 12. The garrisons of these portions of the Une were 
alarmed by the omcers and men of the plcket and trench guard, and were 
immediately in llne prepared for attack. The enemy's sklrmlshers, ad- 
vancing with clubbed muskets and with their bayonets, broke the plcket 
line in front of Fort Btedman and advanced to the abatis. The 14th New 
York Artillery and the 29th Massachusetts Volunteers, the garrisons of 
Stedman, 10 and 11, were under arms and made a stout resistance. At 
about 4 A.M. General McLaughlen proceeded to the Unes, sending one aide 
to the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts to  order them into llne, another t o  
the left of the brigade to see that they were on the alert and prepared 
for action, and taking another with him. Shortly after the General left, 
a messenger from Battery 11, closely followed by one from Fort Stedman, 
communlcstad the facts of the case to brigade headquarters, and the 69th 



Massachusetts WM directed to attack a t  Battery 11 wlth vigor and carry 
i t  a t  the point of the bsyonet if captured, and reinforce the w o r b  if not. 
The Fifty-Seventh was directed to sdvance slmiluly on Fort Stedmm. 

After about sn  hour's deeperst. fighting, In which the works were 
csrried back and forth several times, the troops were compelled to retire, 
part in the directlon of Fort H ~ k e l l ,  and p u t  t o w u d  the railroad. The 
100th Pennsylvanla had mesntlme been deployed a t  right angles wlth thefr 
line of works, coveted with a line of sklrmlhers, but being unsble to 
stem the torrent, dlvlded, three companies going to the old line of works 
in the rear of thelr camp, and the remalnder to Fort Hambell. A skirmish 
line of the Sd Maryland Battalion had mesntlme bean thrown out, well 
supported, and upon t h b  portion8 of the brlgade were rallled, and this 
line prevented the result the enemy evidently had lo view, of taking Fort 
Haskell in reverse. The Fifty-Seventh Massschusetta had meantime 
been forced back to the rldge near Bsttery Dunn, but there msde head 
against the enemy. Before six o'clock the 208th Pennsylvsnia, which 
had been sent to  our assistance from the T h M  Dlvlsion, wae put in near 
brigade hesdquarters snd advanced to the old line of works in rear of 
the camp of the 100th Pennsylvanla Volunteers, and shortly after other 
reinforcements came from the directlon of Meade's Station. 

The Fifty-Seventh Maesachusetta deployed as sktrmtshers, ad- 
vanced, covering this line, and by a succession of brilliant skirmish 
charges recovered the slope on which their camp had stood and the crest 
above it  overlooking Fort Stedman. At this time (abont 8.80 A.M.), It 
WM noticed that the frequent slight advantages we had been gaining slnce 
the artillery positlons were carried had discouraged the enemy, and that 
even a dash of a skirmish line would break a partially formed line of 
battle, and it  was resolved to make a determlned elTort to  recover the 
works. 

At this time I recelved notice from General Hartrenft that he wan 
advancing and would carry the works in flfteen minutes, but catching 
eight of the approaching line, seeing the demoralized condition of the 
enemy, and fearful that a large amount of prisoners might be lost by 
louger delay, It was determined to dash on the enemy a t  once, and the 
troops collected at  the left, consisting of the largest part of the Id  
Siaryland Battalion, the 100th Pennsylvania, fragmeuts of the 29th and 
69th Massachusetts, the Fort Haskell battalion of the h'ew York Artillery 
aud what was left of the Fort Stedman battallon, charged up the line 
and  long the works, carrying the treucherr and batterles M far as Fort  
Stedmau, into which almost i~umedlatqly, from a direction about perpen- 
dlcular to the Hne of our charge, came a portlon of the Third Divlslpn. 
By 9 A.M. the line of works was In our possession again, wlth all Its 
artillery. From the time of the flrst sssault until the close, the artillery 
at Fort Ifaskell was plied with vigor. and was very effective, and the 



well directed infantry 5re and the noble conrage of the men, In aad 
arannd the fort, b a e d  every attempt to assault it. 

Battery 18 (First Connecticut Heavy Artillery) kept up an effective 
5re during the early psrt of the engagement, and the gun detachments 
kept well a t  the front after being driven out, and went up in the charge 
which gave us the llne anew, a t  once reoccupying the battery and serving 

. . .  the mortars. 
The service will mourn the loss of Lleatenmt-Colonel J. H. Pente- 

cost, 100th Pennsylvania, whose cool, good conduct flrst checked the 
current of overwhelming disaster, and of Captain James I)oherty, Fifty- 
Seventh Massachusetts, commlssloned and acting as  major of that 
regiment, whose determined courage and excellent dlspoaitlon greatly 
delayed tho advance of the enemy toward the railroad. Both of these 
offleers (since dead) should be brevetted for  their gallantry this day. I 
have the honor to mentlon the following omcers and enllsted men for 
praise for deeds set against thelr names, and to reiterate the euloglums 
of their reglmental commanders. 

F(ftu-Bmenth Haeeachusetts Volunteers. 

Sergeant-Major C. H. Plnkham, captured battle-flag of 67th North 
Carollna and saved his own colors by seizing them from the staff while 
the enemy were in the camp. 

First Sergeant George Adams, Company Q, wounded for the 
fifteenth time. 

F'irst Sergeant Charles 8. Chsse, Company HI general good con- 
duct, and Sergeant John O'Donnell, Company A. 

Sergeant Wllliam F. Oakes, Company X (acting omcer), for saving 
Captain Doherty when wounded, and First Sergeant Willlam Magner, 
Company B. 

Sergesot Wesley R. Williams, Company I (wounded), general 
bravery, and Corporal P. 8. Cheney, Company C (killed). 

General McLanghlen was captured about 4.80 A.M., but I was not 
notifled of the fact till about 8 A.M., when I sssumed command of the 
brigade. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedlent serrant, 

GILBERT P. ROBINSON, 
Brevet Colonel, United States Vol1tnteer8. 

Major WILLIA~I V. RICHARDS, 
Acting Anststant Adjtitant-General, Flrst Dirision. 



Lieut.-Col. J. M. Tucker, commanding the Fifty-Seventh 
Maeeachusetts, eubmitted the following report of the regiment in 
this affair : - 

CAMP OE TEE FIBTY-SEVENTH M~BBACEUSETTS VOL. INF., 
B r l r o ~ .  PETERSBURG), VA., March 27th, 1866. 

Caplaln: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my command in the engagement wlth the enemy of the 
26th : - 

At the sound of unusually heavy musketry the command formed 
line of battle near its camp, about 4 A.M. Escaped pickets reported the 
enemy in heavy force in possession of the line of works in our front, and 
Companies O and K were deployed forward as skirmishers, the regiment 
advancing to the attack, the enemy advancing simultaneously and in the 
darkness erecting the capture of a portion of right wing of skirmish 
line. Information having been received of the lodgment made by the 
enemy in Fort Stedman, the skirmishera were withdrawn, and the regl- 
ment moved to the rear of the fort wlth intention of attempting i ts  
recapture by assault; but the appearance of the enemy on both flanks 
forced a retirement, which was conducted In good order. The enemy's 
advance was checked by the regiment in four poeitiona, successively 
taken up while in line of retreat, but from all of which it was compelled 
to retire by repeated demonstration on Its flanks. 

The crest overlooking the plain now presented the best possible 
defensive position, and the battery a t  ite summit, the posseseion of 
which was evidently the enemy's object, and which would have given 
him an incalculable advantage, was entirely without support. The -re& 
ment accordingly took up position in its rear; subsequently was d a  
ployed as skirmishers to  cover advance of portion of Third Division, 
Ninth Army Corps, and moved forward, the enemy's sklrmishers precipi- 
tately withdrawing. Successive charges were made to recover the camp 
of the regiment, the third of which wae rewarded by moat complete 
success, the enemy fleeing in helpless disorganlzatlon or surrendering aa 
prisoners of war. 

The numerical and nominal casualty llsts have already been for- 
warded you, but the irreparable 108s to the regiment and the service in 
the death of Captain James Doherty, acting fleld otlicer, and under wbose 
immediate supervision the operations of the regiment were mainly con- 
ducted, deserves more particular mentlon in thls report. By most 
coneplcuous bravery invariably displayed, by the complete subordlmtion 
of his every regard for his personal safety in  action, to hln elPorte to 
eecure victory, by his remarkable executive ability and tactical skill, he 
had long since achieved a reputation as a most reliable, brilliant and in- 
valuable olflcer, and in consideration of the pre-eminent dlsplay of these 
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qualities on the Blth, and of the large contribution to the gratifying 
result made by hle efforts, I earneatly reCommend that promotion by 
brevet or otherwlse be awarded his name. 

First Lieutenant Albert M. Murdock, killed with the colors of the 
regiment In hie hands, whlch he had grasped to lead a charge, desemes 
eepeclal mention for g a l h t r y .  

To every ofecer of the command present in the action I know that 
honorable mention for distinguished servlces is due, but as  they are a unit 
ceoperated in the execution of the movements resulting so successfully 
so to them collectively do I confer my obllgatlons. 

The following enllsted men were observed as conducting themselves 
bravely and performing specltlc acts of gallantry, enumerated below, 
vlz. : - 

Sergeant-Major Charles H. Plnkham, captured battle flag of Fifty- 
Seventh North Carolina (rebel) ; saved colors of hls regiment from cap- 
ture, seizing them from a tent after the enemy had entered the regi- 
mental camp. 

First Sergeant George Adams, Company (3, consplcuoua bravery on 
skirmish line, recelvlng hls fifteenth wound, continuing with regiment 
after belng wounded. 

Flrst Sergeant Charlea S. Chase, Company H, acting color aergeant, 
general good conduct. 

Sergeant John O'Donnell, Company A, rallylng and encouraging 
hie men; bad participated In every engagement with hle company and 
regiment slnce its entry into service. 

Sergeaut Wllllam F. Oakes, Company K (mlsslng in action and 
actlug lieutenant), gallantry whlle in command of portlon of sklrmlsh 
line; carrled Captaln Doherty to rear; reelsted attempt of enemy to klll 
him (Doherty) after belng taken prlsoner. 

Flrst Sergeant William Magner, Company B, general bravery. 
Sergeant Wesley R. Willlams, Company I (wounded), general 

bravery. 
Corporal Frederick 8. Cheney, Company C (killed), color corporal, 

general bravery. 
I am, Capteln, very respectfully, 

Your obedlent servant, 
J. M. TUCKER, 

Lieutenant-Colonel my-Beventh Haaaachwutta 
J'oiunteer Infantw Commanding Regiment. 

Captain TIioAf~8 W. CLARKE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Third Brfgade, Xrst DlMon,  Ninth A m y  Corps. 
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These reports give ?s good description of this engagement, 
in brief, as any that has been made in history. One of the most 
reliable of American historians, Lossing, falls into great error in 
saying (Page 537, Vol. III., '(History of the Civil War") that 
upon the charge of the enemy, '( the guns, abandoned without a 
struggle, were immediately turned upon our redoubts near, known 
as Batteries Nine, Ten and Eleven, and the connecting line of in- 
trenchments, compelliug their instant vacation." The descriptions 
of this battle, given by eye-witnesses, and ofacial reports, do not 
justify the statement that "guns were abandoned without a 
struggle." In every place a heroic struggle was made until the 
overwhelming force of the assailants gained either the flank or 
rear of a position, which was then only abandoned to gain a more 
advantageous ground upon which to make a more effective resist- 
ance. 

We think the same author makes another error on the same 
page, where he says, speaking of the first onslaught : b L  That was 
the moment when Lee's army might have passed through and 
crowned the hill in the rear with their guns and men. I t  did 
not and the golden moment was lost forever. The troops were 
not ordered forward, or failed to respond." 

This is a mere matter of opinion which does not appear baaed 
upon good grounds. We admit that it could hare been done 
the Federal troops had remained passive, but they did not. 
Though surprised at brst, they quickly recovered from it. Other 
troops following those that had already charged, could not 
have helped matters in the least, even if they had reached our 
lines with unbroken ranks, which would have been almost an im- 
possibility, under the severe cross flre from our guns to the right 
and left of those on the hill in rear. Even if General Gordon's 
infantry had gained this hill, it would have been beyond all reason 
to suppose that their artillery could hare been brought forward 
through our works, and over sll the obstructions that stood in the 
way. Under the heavy Are which they would have to pass, not a 
battery horse could have lived to cross the space between the 
lines. Our ground a s s  so broken up into trenches, batteries, 
redoubts, covered wags, etc., thnt iufnntry soon lost nll formation 



and were unable to move forward in anything like order. Had 
General Gordon succeeded in capturing the hill referred to, he 
would have been without adequate defences and artillery, and he 
would not have been able to hold it long with the whole Federal 

. army concentrating upon him; and, instead of surrendering a 
part, he would eventually have been forced to surrender his whole 
force. 

Neither was there any lack of " promptness " on either side ; 
both acted with the greatest celerity. I t  must be remembered 
that it waa very dark, and confusion, to those not acquainted 
with the intricacies of our defence, was inevitable. The most that 
General Lee had hoped for was that General Gordon might 
possibly gain and hold an advantage until daylight, when he could 
move his whole army through the breach, move south and join the 
army under General Johnston. He was fully aware that General 
Grant was making preparations for a grand move, with a largely 
superior force, which would render his position around Petersburg 
untenable. His army had already been stretched out to protect hie 
right from the attacks that were constantly falling upon it, until 
it could stand no further stretching without breaking ; and again 
his source of supplies was being cut off and it wae evident that he 
must soon abandon his position. This waa his dernier resort and 
with its failure faded the last ray of hope which he might have 
entertained. 

Looking at the affair from a military standpoint, we must 
eay that it waa a brilliant feat of arms upon the part of the Con- 
federates. Their troope were ably commanded and gallantly led. 
They did all that it was possible for brave men to do, even if 
they did suffer defeat. I t  was simply an impossibility, under the 
conditions that exieted, for them to succeed. We fail to see 
where any mistakes were made on either side. No student of 
military science can point out anything that was left undone that 
could by any possibility have been done. Critics only show 
their ignorance of the situation, and military matters in general, 
when they attempt it. When criticism falls upon the Confederate 
leader, we have only to say, $'Put yourself in his place." In 
him there was neither lack of courage or generalship. 



General Parke, who commanded all the troop engaged, very 
justly gave General Hartranit great praiee r c  for the skill and 
gallantry displayed in handling hie troops," while General Meade 
issued an order congratulating General Parke for hi success and 
praising the 0rm bearing of the troops. 

In General Grant's report of the engagement of Fort St&- 
man, he says : ( (  At 4.15 A.M. the enemy aesaulted our centre in 
front of Fort Stedman, which they carried after a stubborn 
reeistance on the part of the garrison. The divbion temporarily 
lost poeeession of one encloeed work and a battery, but holding 
the rest of its line steadily, at Bret wee entirely occupied in repel- 
ling the repeated attacks of the enemy on other pointe, and 
finally sesuming the offensive, with the help of the Third 
Divieion, Ninth Corpe, preeeed the enemy and recaptured the 
works they had lost at 8.30 A.X., without the lose of a gun or 
color ." 

Thie faile to confirm Lossing's etatement, heretofore referred 
to, that The assailants met no resistance." 

At the time of thie engagement, President Lincoln wae 
visiting General Grant at his headquarters at City Point, where 
he paseed the night and arrived on the linee in time to witness 
the last charge of the Federal troops from the crest near the 
Durin House Battery. 

Referring to the Fir8t Dl~lrfon of the Nlnth Corpr. - J. A. 



A. W. COOKE, 

Oapt. 67th Xau. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

NEARING THE END. 

IRECTLY after the battle of Fort Stedman, Lieut.- 
Col. J. M. Tucker wae granted a ehort leave of 
absence and the regiment was commanded by Capt. 
A. W. Cooke, until the morning of April 3d, when 

e latter was detailed on the staff of Col. James 
BintlifP, commanding Third Brigade of the Firet Division, 
as Aeeietant Provost Marshal. Capt. George E. Barton 

eucceeded Captain Cooke in command. 
The battle of Fort Stedman wae one of thoee epaemodic 

efforts which often precede the Anal dissolution, yet the Con- 
federate Army of Northern Virginia wae destined to die hard. 
Every indication now pointed to an early evacuation of Peters- 
burg, but where the enemy would go, or what he would do, no 
one could conjecture. Knowing that there was plenty of 5ght 
still left in him, all felt that the reeult would not be reached 
without another severe struggle, but few dreamed that the much 
desired end was so near. Although the Fifty-Seventh partici- 
pated in the general operations which terminated in the 5nal 
surrender, Fort Stedman was their last battle. 

General Grant still pereevered in his original plan of turning 
the right flank of the enemy. It wae hoped that by swinging the 
army far enough around to the left, the Confederatee would not 
be able to dig trenchee fast enough to keep pace with it, and 
some point must eventually be reached where they would be 
forced out. Their main line was too strong to admit of a direct 
aeeault. I t  had been etrengthened and protected by every device 
known to engineering ekill, and even torpedoee placed beneath the 
surface of the ground in front, over which an attacking column 
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would have to pass. Three lines of abatis and cheva&-friae 
and deep, broad ditches to cross before the parapeta could be 
scaled, rendered their work8 so strong that a small force could 
hold them against many times their number. What was true of 
their line was also true of ours, with this difference, that we were 
the assailante, but, aa it required comparatively few men to hold 
the intrenched lines, General Grant was enabled to take a large 
force to operate on Lee's right. The order which had been issued 
for the movements to commence on the 29th, had not been 
changed, and the entire Army of the Potomac was ordered to be 
ready to move at a moment's notice. 

All the surplus baggage and stores were sent to the depot at 
City Point for storage and every preparation made for the coming 
campaign. The order in detail was issued March 27th. The 
march conlmenced on the 29th with General Sheridan in com- 
mand of all the cavalry, who was ordered to move at an early 
hour across Hatcher's Run, through Dinwiddie Court House, to 
gain the right and rear of the Confederate army, with the 
secondary object of striking the South Side Railroad. General 
Sheridan waa closely followed by the Fifth Corps and about one- 
half the army of the James, with the Second Corps in support, 
while the Sixth and Ninth Corps, the latter on the right, were 
extended so as to hold the lines in front of Petereburg. . The left 
of tho Ninth Corps was extended to Fort Davis. 

General Lee anticipated the movement towards his right, 
and, most probably, understood it about as well as if he had seen 
the order. He reasoned from a military standpoint that good 
generalship would dictate this course to General Grant. The 
latter never gave up the idea of a direct assault and had the 
object in view of compelling Lee to so weaken his line in front of 
Petersburg to meet the force that was massing on his right that 
the Sixth and Ninth Corps would be able to make a successful 
assault in connection therewith. 

We do not propose to follow this in detail, as it has been 
repeatedly told in story and forms one of the grandest chapters in 
American history. I t  led to the battle of Five Forks, and a few 
dnys later to the final surrender at Appomattox. There is one 
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point, however, of general interest, wbich has eo often been 
brought into question, mtbet we beg the patient indulgence of the 
reader while we pause to consider it. That is the one in regard 
to the actual strength of the opposing armies. I t  has never been 
daimed otherwise than that the Confederates were outnumbered, 
but not in such great proportion as their writers are fond of 
asserting. The truth of hietory has credited them with all the 
valor they can justly claim, without endeavoring to exaggerate it 
beyond the bounds of reaeon. 

The morning report of the Army of the Potomec at  the 
opening of the campaign, March Slat, 1865, shows ita effective 
strength present for duty, viz. : 3,064 oflcers and 68,956 enlisted 
men of infantry, 147 otllcere and 5,705 enlisted men of artillery, 
with 243 guns, while the Army of the James, acting in conjanc- 
tion with the Army of the Potomee, numbered 1,258 ofacenr and 
32,009 enfisted men of infantry, 86 ofacere and 2,991 enlisted 
men of artillery, with 126 guns. To this f o m  should be added 
611 oEl3cere and 18,209 enlisted men of cavalry, msking a grand ' 
total of all three arms of the service, of 5,166 oflcers and 122,870 
enlisted men, with 369 guns; but of this force nearly 20,000 
belonging to the army of the James, did not participate in the 
final battles and assault, but remained in poeition upon the James 
river and guarded the depot of supplies at city Point. 

The latest Confederate report, found among the archives now 
in possession of the War Department, is dated Feb. 20th, 1865, 
which gives the effective strength of General Lee's army, c c  armed 
and equipped and present for duty," se follows: 2,766 ofllcere 
and 36,404 enlisted men of infantry, 504 omcere and 7,148 
enlisted men of cavalry, 313 omcers and 5,531 enlietad men of 
artillery. To this should be added Roeser's cavalry division, 
about 1,500 men, the garrison of Richmond 2,700, and Wise's 
brigade with the garrison of Petersburg, about 2,000 men. 
There were other outlying detachments not embraced in this 
report, all of which would make General Lee's effective force, 
which he could bring into the field, not lees than 58,000 omcere 
and men. 



A m x d h g t o  Confederate Inspection Reporta made from Feb. 
24th to March let, ?86q the Army of Northern Virginia had an 
effective force, present for fleld a*, of 3,005 omcere and 43,052 
enlisted men. This also fails to give the rapat of troops in the 
department of Richmond, Rosser's Cavalry Division sPd other 
detachmenb that properly belonged to the Army of Northern 
Virginia, which, if added, would make the Confederate effective 
strength not far from the figures we have given. The number of 
guns which they had in position was apparently larger in propor- 
tion to the strength of their army than that of the Federals. 

The estimated strength of the Confederate army which we 
have given is doubtless too small. 

It is no' smlrll undertaking, that of attempting to dig out 
58,000 men from their strongholds, bravo and deeperate men, 
skilfully commanded, who are reeolved to flght to the bitter end. 
Those who think this task can be accompliehed with a force 
equally as large, brave and well led, hamnever been where they 
could see it tried. 

While the movement was being made to the left, the Fifty- 
Seventh . Massachusetts continued t o  hold their position to the 
left, of ,Fort. Stedman. Frequent demonstrations were made by 
both sides, generally with some loes. 

About 10.80 the night of the 29th, the enemy commenced to 
throw up signal rocketa and opened fire along the whole front of 
the First Division of the Ninth Corps. The artillery A r e  in front 
of the First Brigade was concentrated on Fort Morton, that in 
front of the Third Brigade on Fort Stedman. At the same time 
the enemy poured an infantry flre upon our lines from their main 
works and advanced a line of battle as far as the skirmish pita 
in front of the left of the Third Brigade, near the Norfolk Rail- 
road bridge. Our picketa made a stubborn resistance, but were 
temporarily driven back. The further advance of the enemy waa 
checked by the flre from our main works and subeeqnently the 
picket line was restored. The artillery flre ceased in about an 
hour and an assault was apprehended, but was not made. This 
had no effect upon any portion of our main line and did not 
silence any of our guns. General Wilcox said : I t  was the 
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heavieet Bring of all arme combined I have ever known from the 
enemy on this line. Great credit is due the troops for their 
steadineee." The attack was repuleed, but our lose waen nine 
killed, forty wounded and two mieeing, all from the Fimt Divi- 
sion. The Fifty-Seventh Maseachueetta loet four men wounded, 
namee unknown. 'Thie demonstration was doubtleee made ss a 
kind of speculation to ascertain about what force General Grant 
hnd left to hold the trenchee, and whether the conditions were 
favorable for another assault upon our linee, with the alluring 
prize of our baee of euppliea at, City Point. It resulted in their 
diesppointment, and their hungry cravings had to be endured a 
while longer. Ofllcem in charge of our signal etatione reported 
unueual activity within the enemy'e linee. Heavy fire of mortar 
gune was indulged in, at intervals, during the day and night, fre- 
quently accompanied by the familiar whirring, ewiehing Whitworth 
shell ; the latter travelled with greater rapidity, nearer the ground, 
and were more deetructive. One .paeeed directly through the 
tent of Capt. A. W. Cooke. 

Ordere were ieeued for the exercise of extreme vigilance, to 
guard against another eurpriee like Stedman. The troope were 
ordered to turn out and e i n d  under arme an hour before dark in 
the evening and an hour before day in the morning; while the 
trench guard wae doubled. This, with the long line to be 
defended, gave the men but little met. They had been actively 
engaged and under fire nearly every day for the previoue ten 
monthe, and the unusual strain of the few days following Sted- 
man had wellnigh exhaueted them ; and then the uncertain 
expectancy of what wae coming waa wearing on the nerves. 

The order for the movementa of the Army of the Potomac 
wae ieeued by General Meade under date of March 27th, 1865. 
That portion which relatee to the Ninth Corpe is given below : - 

Fourth. The commanding omcer of the Ninth Corps will hold his 
present line until notitied of the abandonment of the Btxth Corps 
line by that corpr, when he will take up the return from Fort Davb to 
his left . . . . 

Thirteenth. Major-General Parke will assume command of the 
Une of works from Fort Cummlngs to the Appomattox, including the 
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defences of City Polnt md the troops now garrisoning that post and 
line of works. He will keep up a threatening attltude with the force at 
hie' disposal, and in case he should discover any weakness on the part 
of the enemy, he wlll attack at Once, and with hls whole force lf 
necessary . . . . 

The orders relating to General Sheridan's cavalry and the 
Army of the Jarnee were ieeued eeparately by General Grant. 
All eurplue wagon traine, artillery and other impedimenta which 
could not be taken on the march with the troops, were left in mar 

. of the Ninth Corps and at City Point, eo that the mnrch m l d  
be made with ae little incumbrance ae poeeible. All divieion, 
brigade and regimental commandere of the Ninth Corpe were 
instructed to make every provieion to have their commands in 
thorough condition for field operatione by 5ve o'clock on the 
morning of the 29th, and to be in complete readinem to move a t  
a moment's notice. 

It wae believed that the enemy wee weakening hi force in 
front of Petersbnrg to meet the troops which were maeeing on his 
right ; an aesault ass therefore ordered by the Sixth and Ninth 
Corps to take place at four o'clock on the morning of the Slet. 
The Second and Third Divieione of the Ninth Corpe were concen- 
trated in rear of Fort Sedgwick for thie purpoee, while the Fit 
Division on the right wae t6 make a feint in front of Fort Stedman, 
and if the conditions warranted, the feint to be converted into a 
real attack ; a detail of picked men wae made from the brigade to 
form a party of axemen for the purpose of cutting away the abatis 
and removing other obetructions in front of the enemy'e parapete 
to give mom for an aeeaulting column. Lieut. James H. Marehall, 
of the Fifty-Seventh, volunteered to lead them. The aeeaulting 
column, compoeed of the 29th, 57th and 59th Maeeachueette, wae 
to move forward ae eoon ae the axemen had cleared the way. 
Such a hazardoue undertaking was accompanied with very little 
hope for the axemeu and none to epare for the aeeaulting force. 
The probabilitiee were that none of the former would have eecaped 
alive. As there were three lines of abatie to cut away, coneider- 
able time would necessarily hsve been consumed in doing it, 
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during which they would have been exposed to the fire of the 
enemy in the trenches at short range, with no protection whatever. 

The night was dnrk and rainy and the artillery firing heavy 
along the whole line. Men beanme tired nnd nervous from the 
long tedious waiting. Momenta seemed hours ; the suspense was 
painful. The signal for the charge was to be the flring of two a 

guns from Division Hendquarters. This was eagerly listened for, 
but wse not heard. Daylight dawned and it was learned, much 
to the relief of all who were to participate, that the order hard been 
suspended. I t  was ascertained that the enemy still held their 
works in front of the Ninth Corps in force, and that the movement 
upon his right had not been suflciently developed to insure muah 
hope of success. 

A deserter from our side, preferring to fly to ills he knew not 
of rather than bear those he already had, gave the enemy full in- 
formation of the contemplated assault, so they were prepared for 
it. Soon after daylight the next morning a voice from the Con- 
federate trenches called out : ( (  Well, Yank, why didn't you come 
over and cut away the nbatis last night? " 

Statements have been made that this threatened assault was 
only a feiht to deceive the enemy, and that special care was tnken 
that he should And it out, m d  it would thus be the means of re- 
taining a greater force in our front than would otherwise be sent 
to confront the troops operating upon the rebel right fiank. Others 
claim that it was no ruse, but intended for a bona-jfde attack. 
Whichever way it was there is just as much credit due the brave 
Mar~shall for volunteering. 

After careful search of the records on Ale in the War Depart- 
ment, we could find nothing that would indicate the afPnir to be a 
mse. The Ninth Corps had been ordered to attack, but the 
details of it were left tn General Parke. The order wse never 
countermanded, but somewhat modifled. To show that it was no 
ruse we quote the following extract from a despatch sent by 
General Grant at 8.30 P.M. of the 30th, addressed to General 
Meade : - 

You may notlfy Perke end Wrlght that they need not assault in the 
morning. They should, of course, watch their fronts and g o  in if the 



enemy strip# to go ln on ow left, bot the Idea of a g e n d  rtuek by them 
16 mqwnded. I hrve pretty much made up my mlnd on the course to 
pursue, and will lniarm yon in the mornlng what l t  1s . . . . 

( S f ~ e d )  U. S. GRANT, 
L~&M& @ e n d .  

On the h t  of April the order  f o r  the aseault wse giren as 
followe : - 

~EIDQL'ARTICBB N m  ARMY COBPB, 
April lst ,  1865. 

Dieision Communder8: In accordance wlth instructions from the 
Major-General commanding the Army, the following orders are issued. 
An srsault upon the enemy's works in front of Fort 8edgwlck wlll be. 
made a t  4 A.H. tomorrow, by the Second and Third Division6 and the 
Firat Brlgade of the Flrst Dlvislon. 

1. Brlgedler-General Hartranft, commanding Thlrd Division, wi l l  
mass his divislon in rear of the llne between Fort Sedgwlck and Fort  
Rlce by three. A.M. 

2. Major-General Potter, commandlng Second Dlvislon, wlll wlth- 
draw his dlvlslon from the line and mass It in rear and to the left of Fort  
Sedgwlck and on the left of the Thlrd Dlvlslon a t  the same time. 

8. Major-General Wllcox, commanding Firat Division, will wlth- 
draw hls First Brigade, Colonel Harrlmsn commandlng, frqm the llne 
and mass It on the right of the Thlrd Dirlslon at  the same time. 

4. Major-General Wllcox and Major-General Potter will leave thelr 
picket lines out and garrisons in the forts. 

6. At 4 A.M. the entlre plcket line will advance, endeavoring to hold 
all ground galned, and the assaulting columns wlll charge. Strong 
pionesr put ler ,  provided wlth spades end axes, will be arranged by the 
commanders of dlvlslons. 

6. Major-General Wilcox will hold hls other two brigades In readl- 
ness to advance upon the enemy's works in his front on receipt of orders. 
They wlll not be wlthdrawn from the line until further orders. 

7. Quartermasters, Commissary of Subsistence and Medical De- 
partments will make thelr dlsposltlons accordingly. 

8. After 3.30 A.M. corps headquarters wlll be at  the Avery House, 
Thlrd Dlvlslon Headquarters. 

I have the honor to  be, very respectfully, your obedlent servant, 
(Slgned) JOHN C. YOUNOMAN, 

Assfslant Adjutant-Generul. 



PiURLYG THE END. 30 7 

About ten o'clock that night (April let),  our artillery opened 
along the whole line, from the Jamee river to our extreme left on 
the South Side Railroad, which was vigorouely reeponded to by 
that of the enemy along their entire front. The ' 4  lost cause " was 
going down under a halo of glory. I t  wae a magnificent dieplay. 
The whole heavene were ablaze with bnrning fuee and bursting 
shells as far ae the eye could reach. The twinkling e t m  seemed 
to join in thie Yankee Te Deum for the national victory m d  
national peace. There eeemed to be an unueual etir in Petersburg 
and a loud explosion was heard during the night. 

The picketa of the Firet Division were puehed forward in 
front of Fort Stedman, and our artillery, which for a time had 
ceased firing, again opened. While the attention of the enemy 
wae directed to thie the troope which had been formed in rear of 
Fort Sedgwick for the aseault, moved forward promptly at four A.M. 

(April 2d) and were launched forth, amid the thundering roar of 
cannon, upon the enemy'e worke. They were received with a 
storm of grape and canieter and mueketry, but ewept impetuouely 
forward through the deadly tempeet, through the ditch, tearing 
away the abatie, scaling the walls over the parapets and finally 
planting the national colors upon the enemy's battlements, and 
there to stay. Twelve gune, a number of colors and eight hun- 
dred prisoners were the trophies won by the Third Divieion. 

The Second Division met with a etill greater reeietance and 
gained the enemy's worke only by driving him from trarerse to 
traverse in a hand-to-hand conflict. The enemy bravely struggled 
with almost euperhuman effort and with a perfect dieregard of all 
danger at every point aseailed. Fort Gregg wae held by them 
with a force of lees than three hundred men. I t  was attacked by 
troops of the Twenty-Fourth Corps under General Gibbon and 
finally, after a moet deeperate resistance, taken. Of the garrison 
flfty-flve men were found dead in the fort, which, with the 
wounded, left only about thirty men for duty, while the loss 
inflicted npon the Federale was much greater. 

The Confederate outer line of worke was now in our poseee- 
rion and they were forced back to an interior line, which was 
gallantly assailed by the Second Division, Ninth Corps, but 



which proved uneuccessful. General Potter, commanding the 
division, was severely wounded, by being shot through the body, 
in the midst of the conflict. Both sides fought with a gallantry 
that showed they had lost none of their bravery or determi- 
nation. The Second and Sixth Corps, with part of the army of 
the James, further to the left, had also been successful. During 
the day the Sixth Corps reached the stormy banks of the Appo- 
mattox to the southwest of Petersburg. 

After the flrat assault and capture of the outer line of works, 
General Parke received orders from General Meade ' 6  not to ad- 
vance unless you see your way clear," and '' hold on to all yon 
have got." The way to a further advance was not L L  clear," 
as the enemy was vigorously pressing the Ninth Corps' left, 
hence the men.went to work to strengthen the position that had 
been gained, by reversing, as ' far  as practicable, the captured 
works to resist the attempts that were being made to recapture 
them. About eleven A.M. the enemy had massed a force opposite 
the left of the Ninth Corps and made a determined attack to re- 
gain what he had lost, but was henrily repulsed. So persistent 
and threatening were the clemonstrations that, for a time, it was 
feared that the position would be lost, and it became necessary to 
send reinforcelnents from City Point. The enemy was now 
effectually held in check. 

Later in the day a renewal of the assault on the Confederate 
interior lines was seriously contemplated. I t  was finally deemed 
advisable not to risk all that had been gained by an attempted 
further advance, but to streugthen and make the captured works 
secure. At 7.10 r.ar. (April Pd), General Grant sent to General 
Meade the following : - 

There is more necessity for care on the part of Parke than either of 
the others of our corps commanders. As I understand it, he is attacking 
the main llne of works around Petersburg, whllst the others are only 
attacking the outer line, which the enemy mlght give up without giving 
up Petersburg. Parke should advance rapidly or cover hls men and hold 
all he gets. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-Oeneral. 
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General Neade replied that he had eent ordere to General 
Parke to hold all he had got and to proceed cautiouely in 
advancing." 

Thie aesault waa one thing the Fifty-Seventh missed. The 
regiment performed the duty required of it, viz. : to push forward 
the picket line and drive back that of the enemy. From their 
position in front of Stedman, the men of the Fifty-Seventh could 
see the gallant line of blue as it rolled forward over the enemy's 
works, and hear their exultant shouts, while farther down from 
the left came the reverberating roar of battle, which was helping 
to swell the triumphant tide of victory. The day cloeed with 
buoyant hopes upon the one side and faet gathering gloom upon 
the other. The brave army of Northern Virginia that had fought 
so gallantly for nearly four years, that had eo often carried their 
banners forward through the smoke of battle to brilliant victory, 
now began to realize that their cauee wae lost and their pride 
humiliated, save that which etill lingered in the immortal glow of 
an undaunted heroism to which they could justly lay claim. 

General Parke reported, 6 L  All our people did eplendidly 
today." Swn  after two o'clock of the morning of April 3d, the 
enemy's pickete were withdrawn. At four o'clock our ekirmiehere 
advanced but met with no resistance. Their lines had been with- 
drawn and the city of Petereburg evacuated. Our troops were 
immediately put in motion and entered the city, where General 
Wilcox was placed in command, with the First Divieion as a 
garrison, for the protection of persons and property. General 
Parke with the other two cli\-isione of the h'inth Corps followed 
the Sixth in pureuit of the retreating confederates. 

Colonel Ely, in command of the Second Brigade of the First 
Division, received the formal eurrender of the city, and the 
national flag was hoisted upon the Court House, by the First 
Michigan Sharpshooters, where it floated proudly, a menace to 
treaeon and a rainbow of promime behind the dark cloud of war 
that was faet paeeing and breaking away. 

In paeeing through the enemy's worke the beginnihg of a 
mine wae diecovered opposite Fort Stedman, evidently undertaken 
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with a view of blowing up that fort, but they were driven away 
too soon for the execution of their object. 

Early in the morning, before reaching Petemburg, several 
huge coluuins of smoke were seen to rise from the centre of the 
city. Subsequently these proved to be caused by the burning of 
several large tobacco warehouses, railroad station and other 
buildings, which had been fired by the retreating Confederates to 
prevent their falling into Federal hands. The vandal Yankees " 
immediately set to work to extinguish these ares and to save 
the property belonging to the enemy who was endeavoring to 
destroy it. 

The Fifty-Seventh marched into Petersburg with Capt. 
George E. Barton commanding. As the regiment did not pursue 
the retreating enemy, we will not undertake to follow the move- 
ments of the two contending armies, or attempt a description of 
those thrilling event6 which electrified the whole country and 
which finally resulted, a few days later, April 9th, 1865, in the 
surrender of Lee's whole army, after the most desperate fighting. 

As the Federal troops entered the city, they found that 
most of the citizens of the better class had left. Several hundred 
of the Confederate soldiers who had concealed themselves in the 
houses came out from their hiding places and surrendered. The 
women kept themselves behind closed doors and curtained 
windows, though many faces were seen cautiously peering out 
with an angry look of despair in their eyes. The children timidly 
peeped around the corners at the marching troops, while the 
colored population was out in full force, singing, 6 '  The year ob 
jubilee is come," ' 6  Rress the Lawd, de Yankees is here," 6 '  Nassa 
Linkun'e Yankees gwine to set us free." Little did these poor, 
ignorant people realize the long, tiresome journey that waa to 
lend them through the dark shadows of persecution and political 
intrigue, before they would be able to appreciate the great bless- 
ings of freedom and the responsible duties of citizenship, which 
were to be given them. They gave no thought as to what they 
were to do in the future. To them it was the one supreme 
moment when they lived entirely in the present, drawing nothing 
from the past and demanding nothing of the future. They were 
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free to go where they pleased ; their flret great deeire being to 
ride on the cars. 

On the 2d of April, Col. Gilbert P. Robineon of the 8d 
Maryland was relieved of the command of the Third Brigade and 
Col. James Bintliflt of the 88th Wieconein succeeded him and was 
in command when the brigade entered Petersburg. The Federal 
troope marched into the city in an orderly manner. There wae 
no attempt at pillage or to commit other depredatione, except 
smashing any sign showing Confederate colors. Many of the 
boye laid in a eupply of tobacoo, which they managed to save 
from the burning warehouses. All other private property waa 
protected from damage or destruction, and the needy inhabitantn 
supplied with food. The dreaded Yaeeee, who it wae feared 
would burn and sack the city, went to work to save it from the 
flamee eet by their own people and to protect wbat remained. 

The Petersburg Eqwee8 had' made its laet appearance under 
Confederate rtgZme the Saturday before. In  ite lset iesue, 
referring to events then taking place at the front, it said : " All 
goes well with ue." There was more truth in thoee few words 
than the writer was aware of when he wrote them, for, as time 
hae since proven, it was well for them that their army was 
forced to surrender and their State reetored again to the Union. 
Some of our boys in blue resumed the publication of the paper 
which showed a decided change in favor of loyalty. The dead of 
both sides were buried and the wounded cared for. General 
Wilcox eetabliehed hie headquarters in the city and placed a 
strong guard at all impqrtant points. In two hours after o ~ u  
troops had gained position everything was in perfect order, per- 
fect discipline was eelblished, and the families of the belligerente 
were ae eafe ae they would have been in the city of Boeton. The 
Fifty-Seventh did not remain long in the city, but wae moved 
the same day, crossing the Appomattox and proceeding by the 
Richmond turnpike to a place called Violet Bank, where brigade 
headquarters were established. Long linee of pri~oners were 
marched in, and troops were detailed to bring them in from 
the woods and other hiding places. Up to include April 2d, 
about ten thousand had surrendered. 



It was a joyful day to thoee veterans of the grand old Army 
of the Potomac, who could now look forward, through the clearing 
storm, to a realization of those bright dream in which they had so 
long and fondly indulged, of home and friends in a reunited 
country, and in the enjoyment of a peace that seemed ten-fold 
more dear after the dangers, hardships and sufferings of four long 
years of wild war's dread alarms. The joy of returning peace 
was saddened by the thought of those who would never return; 
that there was many a sweot babe fatherless and many a 
widow mourning." Even the prisoners seemed glad the war 
was over and they, too, could return to their homes in peace; 
but how different from those of the other side. Nany were to 
return to desolate homes, to blackened ruins that stood in homd 
mockery of what was once a happy fireside. What changes the 
four years of war had worked for them! Property destroyed, 
slaves liberated and their cause lost. Footsore, poor, hungry 
and ragged, they plodded their weary way towards the spot they 
had once known as home, not knowing that they would find 
anything left. This picture presented no romantic colors for 
them, the pomp and glory of war had all disappeared, they 
carried no silken bannera, not even the L b  bonny blue 5ag" 
that bore the single star so proudly. No plaudit8 of victol-y 
and no triumphant procession in their honor awaited them, only 
a silent, sad return to loving, but bruised and bleeding hearts. 
They could cherish the glory of gallant deeds almost without par- 
allel, yet they had not demonstrated to the world that one Confed- 
erate could lick a dozen Yankees." . 

Our rejoicing was not in their humiliation or their misfor- 
tunes. We rejoiced that the war was actually coming to an end 
and the Union to be restored. They had passed th~vugh the 5ery 
ordeal, had been regenerated and were again to become our 
fellow-citizens. The Federal soldier did not taunt them with 
their defeat, but divided his rations with those who had but a few 
days before been his enemies. They clasped hands and called 
each other b' Yank" and b b  Johnnie Reb," with the utmost good 
feeling. 



As we admire their heroism on many a bloody battlefield, eo 
do we now admire the pluck and energy they have ehown in 
rebuilding the places laid waete in the deetructive path of war. 
They. have won the admiration of the world for their undaunted 
courage, their sacriiicee and their faithful devotion to a bad cause, 
which we would be glad to blot from the book of remembrance. 

The Northern soldier desired peace just ae much as his 
Southern brother. L L  Let US have peace," found an echo in the 
hearts of all who had passed through the tempest of war. It 
came alike to both sides. The war wae actually about to close. 
Let those who are won by ita charms etand upon the historic 
battlefields 'and think of the countless number of brave men who 
gave their lives a sacrifice ; of the whitened bones and unknown 
graves ecattered over the Southern land, of the thoueands upon 
thoueands doomed to go through life with shattered limb and 
ruined health, and of all the untold and inconceivable horrors of 
war; then let them witness the sudden transition to a state of 
peace and they will know better how to appreciate the inesti- 
mable blessings of it. Thoae immortal words spoken by General 
Grant will go down through the ages to come and live while 
Christian civilization lasts and history is read, as one of the 
grandest, noblest sentiments expressed by mortal man. If 
the South had sudered defeat, they, too, were to have a share in 
the victory. 

I t  would be imposeible to describe all the amusing scenes 
that took place as our army marched into Petersburg, with the 
bands playing We'll rally round the flag, boye," and the 
Union banners gracefully floating in the smiling April breezes. 

Roger A. Pryor had the good fortune to fall into our hande 
agnin and the headquarters of the brigade were a t  hie residence, 
He had a fine library which our troops boxed up for him to 
enable him to preserve it. He said he had told General Lee, the 
day before, that he wae "beaten." 

On the morning of April 4th, the regiment again received 
ordere to move, recrossed the river and went into camp in the old 
line of Confederate works near the McIlwaine house, the brigade 
extending from the Appomattox river to the plank road. At  



noon the next day the regiment moved to Sntherland's station on 
the South Side Railroad, and from there proceeded to relieve the 
pickets of the Third Division. Another change was made on the 
8th and the regiment waa stretched along the railroad to protect 
it from any raid that might be attempted upon it in the then 
unsettled condition of affah, so that our trains could follow the 
army with supplies. On the afternoon of the 9th the regiment 
moved to Farmville, where the men received the glad tidings, 
which they had been anticipating, of Lee's surrender. This left 
no doubt that the glorious end had come. The next night 
(April 10th) was one of general jollification, the memory of 
which will long linger with the many and varied experiences of 
the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts. The regiment remained in thii 
vicinity performing guard duty until April 20th. 

Chaplain Dashiell says : The regiment enjoyed the change 
from the trenches to the beautifnl farms which had begun to feel 
the touch of opening spring, and appropriated a church at 
Hebron, which was used as headquarters, and departing, left in 
perfect order for the congregation, as one of the boys said, so 
that the erring members, should they return to their allegiance, 
might have a place of worship cleansed and purified." 

All the of0cers of the Fifty-Seventh were quartered in thir 
church, with the headquarters in the pulpit. Every pew was 
provided with a spittoon, showing that tobacco, as well as the 
bible, was necessary during their hours of worship. I t  wae left 
in good order, with the following to be placed upon ita sacred 
records: L b  Rededicated to his Yankee omnipotence, Abraham 
Lincoln, and his invincible Captain of the Host,' Ulysses S. 
Grant, and consecrated to the use of those of the armies of the 
U.S. who are shelterless. April 8th, 1865." 

With their other duties while remaining here, the staff offlcers 
were busy administering the oath of allegiance to those who had 
been disloyal to the Government, and converting them into loyal 
citizens of the United States. Stragglers and detachments came 
in from the woods and seemed glad to take the parole and go 
home, regarding the war as virtually closed. Large numbers of 
them threw away their arms, and scattered through the county 
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for their homes, without the formality of a surrender or taking the 
oath. The Confederate offloera simply made out rolle of such of 
their men as were preeent, after being signed and verified, 
the men were paroled and permitted to retarn to their homee, 
6 6  not to be disturbed by the United States authority as long a0 
they observe their paroles and the laws in force where they may 
reside." 

There were thousande of namee not borne upon theae rolls, 
aa they had left before the flnal surrender. There have been 
many contlicting statements as to the number actually surrendered. 
Many Confederate writers claim that it was less than twenty 
thoueand and not more than half of thoee armed ; and that they 
were surrounded by about two hundred thousand Federal troops. 
The actual number surrendered by General Lee, as shown by the 
oflcial recorde on Rle in the War Department, and paroled at 
Appomattox Court House, waa 2,781 offloera and 25,450 enlisted 
men. CabeH'e, King's, Lane's, Nelson's, Pegram'e and Sturdi- 
vant's battalions, borne on return for Jan. 81st, 1865, are not 
accounted for by the paroles." (Marginal note on offlcial tabular 
statement. - J. A.) 

This did not embrace the command under Morrby, who con- 
tinued hostile operations until April 21st, eleven days after the 
surrender, when it was disbanded. The farewell addreee issued 
by him reade ae follows : - 

Soldter.9: I have summoned you together for the last time. The 
vlsion which we have cherished of a free and lndependeut country has 
vanlshed. I disband your organlzation In preference to surrendering lt 
to our enemles. I am no longer your commander. After an assoclatlon 
of more than two eventful years, I part from you with a just prlde in 
the fame of your achievements and grateful recollections of your 
generous kindness to myself; and now, a t  thls moment, In bidding you 
a final adieu, accept the assurances of my unchanging con0dence and 
regards. Farewell. 

(Signed) J. 8. MOSBY, 
Colonel. 

No doubt our wounded soldiem who were captured by him 
directly after the battle of the Wilderness would be glad to know 
if his robbery and abuse of them were classed among the 
L 6  achievements " of which he felt so much pride. 
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The number paroled did not include about ten thousand who 
had been reported captured up to April 2d and other commands 
heretofore mentioned. Neither did it include thoee who had 
thrown away their arms and gone home without a parole. Add 
to all these the number killed in battle from March 31st to April 
9th and it will be found that the Confederate Army of Northern 
Virginia under General Lee numbered, at the beginning of the 
campaign, an effective force for duty, of all arms of the service, 
not far from fifty-eight thousand men. 

In a dispatch sent by Mr. Dana, Assistant Secretary of War, 
dated April 12th, 1865, from City Point, he says: &'General 
Grant now estimatas the total force of Lee, at the beginning of 
the campaign, at seventy thousand." 

General Gibbon reported from Appomattox Court Houee, 
April 13th, that 147 pieces of field artillery, about 10,000 small 
arms and 71 flags had been surrendered. The d ~ y  after the sur- 
render, Gen. W. N. Pendleton, Confederate Chief of Artillery, 
of General Lee'e army, reported that they had 260 field-pieces 
belonging to their army on the lines near Richmond and Peters- 
burg, but does not say how many siege and mortar guns they had. 
I t  is known that they were well supplied. I t  has been claimed by 
many Confederates that General Lee surrendered only about 
eight thousand men under arms. This has been used to make it 
appear that eight thousand was the whole force which they were 
able to oppose to the Army of the Potomac during the last few 
days of the sanguinary conflict. Nothing could be farther from 
the truth. We have given the numbers surrendered from otllcial 
reports. Even many of their own omcers admit that their troops 

' 
were worn out with constant marching, day and night, and flght- 
ing. Many threw away their arms and mauy straggled away who 
were not reported. The country was thickly wooded and it 
became an easy matter for men to throw away their arms and 
make their escape, after it became known that a surrender was 
inevitable. The claim that Lee was conducting the campaign 
with an effective force of only eight thousand is absurd in the 
estreme and not justified by their own reports. 
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The first thing that became necessary after the surrender 
was to feed the half starved prisoners. The supplies that they 
had relied upon in attempting to break away had been cut off 
and captured or destroyed. The surrender was made in good 
faith. I t  was feared by many that their army would diaband 
and escape through the wooded cotintry to some appointed ren- 
dezvous where they would continue to ca;ry on the war as guer- 
illa bands, but their great leader, Lee, never encouraged it. 
Beaten in the field, after doing all that brave men coiild do, 
he counselled no other course but a surrender and obedience to 
the laws, with an acknowledgment of the supremacy of the United 
States Government. Not so with Jefferson Davis ; he wanted to 
fight on. With the fall of Peteraburg, Richmond had to be 
abandoned. This released our prisoners who had been confined 
in Libby Prison, and those who were starving at Andersonrille 
took hope from the echoing ' 6  Tramp, tramp, tramp, the boys are 
marching." 

Jefferson Davis escaped to Danville, where, on the 4th of 
April, he issued au address, " To the people of the Confederate 
States of America," informing them that they had " entered 
upon a new phase of the struggle, the memory of which is to 
endure for all ages and to shed an increasing lustre upon our 
country." Then assured them that, ' 6  I t  is my purpose to main- 
tain your cause with my whole heart and soul ; that I will never 

*consent to abandon to the enemy one foot of the soil of any one 
of the States of the Confederacy," etc. Still later, April 2lst, 
eleven days after the surrender of General Lee, General Mum- 
ford, commanding a Confederate cavalry brigade, issued Special 
Order, No. 6, which is rather amusing and well worth reading : - 

Soldte.rs: - I have just received a communication from the Preei- 
dent of the Confederate States, ordering us agaln to the 5eld ln defence 
of our liberties. General Johnston, wlth an army constantly lncreaslng, 
well appolnted and dlncipllned, still upholds our glorious banner. We 
are ordered to report to hlm. Our cause 1s not dead. Let the same 
stern determination to be free, which has supported you for four years 
of gallant struggle, still anlmate you, and it can never dle. One dlsaster, 
however serlous, cannot crush out the spirlt of Vlrglnlans and make 
them tamely submit to their enemies, who have glven us, during all these 



terrlble years of war, so  many evidences of thelr devillah malignity In 
our devasted fleldr, our burned homesteads, our violated daughters and 
our murdered thousands. Virginians will understand that thelr present 
pretended policy of conciliation 1s but the cunnlng deslre of the Yankee 
to lull a s  to  rleep while they rivet the chains they have been making such 
gigantlc efforts to forge, and wMch they wlll es surely make us wear 
forever if we tamely submlt. We have sworn a thoussnd times by our 
eternal wrongs, by our mcred God-given rights, by the memory of our 
noble fathers and our glorioue paat, by oar gallant dead. who lie in every 
plain of our war-scarred State, by our glorious victorlee on many a 
well-foaght fleld, that we would be free. Shall we not keep our oaths? 
Can we kneel down by tbe graves of our dead, kneel ln the very blood 
from sons yet fresh, and klss the rod that smote them down? Never I 
Never! better die a thousand deaths. We have still power to resist. 
There are more men at  home today belonging to the &my of Northern 
Virglnia than were surrendered at  Appomattox. Let them rally to the 
call of our Presldent, and Vlrginla, our beloved old Commonwealth, shall 
yet stand trlumphant and defiant, with her foot upon her tyranta prw- 
trate, and her proud old banner, never yet snllled, wlth I t s  " 6fc 8 m p e  
tyrarink '' streamlng over her. 

Soldlerr of the old brigade, to you I confldently appeal. Yon have 
never been surrendered. Cuttlng your way out of the enemy's lines 
before the surrender was determined, you, together with the majorlty of 
the cavalry, are free to follow your country's flag. The eyes of your 
Vlrglnla, now bleeding at  every pore, turn with special interest to you. 
Wlll you desert her a t  her sorest need? You wlll never descend to each 
infamy. Let us renew our vows and swear again by our broken altars 
to be free or ale. Let us teach our children eternal hostility to our foes. 
What though we perlsh ln the fight! As surely as the God of justice. 
relgns, the truth, the right will triumph, end though we may not, our 
children will win the glorlous flght, for  it is not wlthin the nature of her 
Southern sons to  wear the chains of Yankee rule. 

We have st111 a country, a flag, an army, a government; then to 
horse! A clrcular wlll be sent to  each of your ot3cers deslgnatlng the 
time and place of assembly. Hold yourselves in instant readiness, and 
bring all true men wlth you from thls command who wlll go, and let ns 
who struck the last blow, a s  an organized part of the Army of Northern 
Virglnia, strike the flrst with that victorlous army which, by the blese- 
ings of our gracious God, will yet come to redeem her hallowed soil. 

(Signed) THOMAS T. MUMFORD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Divfrlon. 

This  fighting brigadier has  somehow disappeared from the 
bloody flelde of war  and our  history has been robbed of his  
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further exploite. Many of us would be glad to know if he 
performed those terrible thing6 which he had solemnly sworn to 
do. If a copy of this order had been sent to General Grant no 
doubt he would have eurrendered the Army of the Potomac 
through fear of the dire wrath of General Mumford, and the 
whole army would have brought up in Andereonville. There 
were, however, some points of truth in what he said: There 
are more men at home today belonging to the Army of North- 
ern Virgiiia than were surrendered at Appomattox." This 
would make General Grant'e eetimate of Lee's army at the 
beginning of the campaign, viz. : seventy thousand, nearer cor- 
rect than we have given it. Again he claims : 6 b  You have never 
been surrendered. Cutting your way out of the enemy'e lines 
before the surrender wss determined, you, together with a major- 
ity of the cavalry, are free to follow your country's dag.". Thie 
confirms what we have heretofore said and is further confirmed by 
a dispatch sent to Mrs. Jefferson Davis, dated Greensborough, 
April 12th, 1865," signed by Burton N. Harrieon, who appears 
to have been some kind of private secretary to Jefferson Davis in 
his fiight, in which he says : 6' The infantry was dispersed all over 
the country ; the men had thrown away their arms and were going 
home to take care of themselves. The cavalry seems to have 
taken to their heels." . . . . This, no doubt, was what General 
Mumford did on the principle that 

L L  He who fights and runs sway 
Will live to flght another day." 

We never have learned what effect thie order had, but it 
must have been something like that which shortly after animated 
' 6  the President of the Southern Confederacy," who, while making 
zealous efforts to escape in a new style of uniform, demanded 
to know if your government made war upon women and chil- 
dren." When the General (Mumford) spoke of the outrages 
committed by the Federal eoldiery, burned homesteads," etc., 
he wse probably in ignorance of the fact that the fires from the 
torch applied by themselves upon the evacuation of Petemburg 
and Richmond, and which threatened to destroy the homes they 
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had abandoned, were extinguished by the Yankee and colored 
soldiers and that their own families, at  that very time, were being 
protected by them, and that same grand old Army of the Potoniac 
would have fought just as bravely for their protection aa would 
this valiant General ; though they would not have made quite so 
much noise and fuss about it. We never heard, but preenme, the 
oath of allegiance to the United States soon 6 b  tempered the wind 
to this shorn lamb," and that his warfare is not going on now 
except with '& the world, the flesh and the devil." 

While stationed here the division hospital, with Doctor W. V. 
White of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts, who was chief medi- 
cal ofIlcer of the division, and Chaplain Dashiell, who was con- 
nected with the hospital, were ordered to Burksville Junction to 
take charge of the captured Confederate hospital. The chaplain 
says : & &  Nothing evidenced the extremity to which the enemy had 
been reduoed as the condition of the men in this hospital. Their 
bloody clothes had been cut off the wounded and they were lying 
on their cots, in a nude state, with scarcely a shirt to cover them." 
The chaplain, furnished with shirts and drawers by the Sanitary 
Commission, passed through the wards to supply their needs. 
Spying out the destitute ones, he came across an adjubnt- 
general, badly wounded, who asked him what the Yankees pro- 
posed to do with them. ' &  0," said the chaplain, " we will take 
g o d  care of you." fi Well," said he, ' L  I hope they will suffer 
me to go anywhere, even to an uninhabited island, rather than 
abide with the d-d Yankees." The chaplain said : All 
right." Afterwards, when the chaplain returned with a stock of 
clothing, he meekly asked for garments to cover his nakedness. 
He did not remind him that they were made by the Yankee 
women lest he might fear contamination. 

There were very few such cases as this among the men 
who had done the fighting. This was a rare exception and 
should be regarded only as a little bravado, knowing that being 
wounded, he was beyond the pale of resentment and could, 
therefore, indulge his temper without fear of responsibility. 
Most of those who had '$borne the heat and burden of the 
day " were heartily glad it was over,- we of the Union army 
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equally so with the defeated Confederate. We had eeeu all 
the fighting we wanted, and were glad of the prospect which now 
seemed near realization of laying aeide the implements of war 
and walking again in the paths of peace. Yet the men of the 
Army of the Potomac would rather have braved more and 
gone farther than to eurrender the life of our National Gov- 
ernment, which wonld have gone with the success of the 
Confederacy. 

To attempt an eulogy of the bravery of the Confederate 
soldier ie wholly unnecessary. That has become a matter too 
deeply stamped upon the pages of history ever to be blotted 
out. Their gallant deeds stand for America, and ae Americans 
we treasure them. Whatever we deny to them only shadows - 
our own record that much. If we had not been battling against 
a brave and spirited people, the war wonld not have lasted one 
year; neither would it if the Northern soldiers had been pos- 
eessed of no valor, as waa generally believed at the South, but in 
this case the result wonld have been different. 

With the fall of Petersburg, Richmond was quickly evac- 
uated. ~re~arat ioins had been going on for some time with this 
in view; although Mr. Davis continued to issue assuring mes- 
eagee to the people and the army, yet he and his tottering gov- 
ernment were packing up to leave. Mr. Davis (April 4th) 
aseured the people that Richmond had been abandoned only tem- 
porarily, as a military neoessity, in order to relieve the army of the 
arduous duty of defending it. Relieved of this reeponsibility, 
they could devote more attention to the defeat of their enemies. 
Victory was predicted. In  evacuating Richmond, the Confeder- 
ates set fire to public property and war material, that could not be 
removed, to prevent its falling into our hande. Thie flre, kindled 
in the midst of a thickly populated city, eoon spread to private 
property. Most of the businem part of Main street and many flne 
reeidencee were destroyed. During the interval between the 
evacuation by the Confederates and ita occupation by the Fed- 
erals, the city waa at the mercy of a mob of their own people, 
who were engaged in sacking and plundering. In a report 
subsequently made by the Confederata General J. B. Kershaw, 
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he mentions that he detailed two battalions to suppress the 
mob before leaving, thus ehowing that the work of 4' looting" 
commenced while the city was still in Confederate hands. The 
Federal troops, under General Weitzel, soon took possession and 
restored order. The Federal soldiery extinguished the flames and 
gave protection to both property and peaceable citizens. The 
inhabitante were found almost destitute of food, and rations were 
at once issued to all who were needy. 

In face of all the ' inhuman atrocities " the ' Yankees " 
were accused of committing, by Mr. Davis and others, their 
leaders, we find the ~ t u a l  facts were that the hated Yankees 
eaved the city from destruction after it had been fired by their 

. own people, protecting their homes and families and actually 
feeding them. Can a more generous treatment of a captured 
belligerent city be shown in history? The victorious Pankeea 
even went further than this, and restored the city to their own 
civil oflcers, when they were ready to assume the obligations and 
take the oath of allegiance to the government from which they 
had revolted. 

General Weitzel reported the capture in Richmond of five 
hundred pieoes of cannon and five thousand muskets in one lot. 
Theee were in addition to those with their army in the field, show- 
ing that they were well supplied with artillery and ammunition. 

In the midst of all this rejoicing over the glorious victory, 
and while the utmost good feeling prerailed among a majority of 
the Confederate rank and file, the sad intelligence was received 
of the assassination of President Lincoln. It was a terrible shock 
to the whole army, from the General-in-Chief down to the private 
soldier. By his patriotic devotion to the cause of our country, 
the great interest he took in the welfare of the army, and that 
honest sympathy he always manifested for the sick and wounded, 
endeared him alike to offlcers and men. There was no name that 
could arouse such enthusiasm as that of Abraham Lincoln. No 
chief magistrate of a nation eyer possessed so wholly the love of 
the loyal people as he. All the rejoicing was instantly turned to 
deepest mourning, and, for a time, it was viewed aa a blow 
struck by a treacherous enemy in the interest of a cause they had 
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lost in battle. . This caused, at first, a feeling of rage that could 
only be satisfled by revenge upon the leaders and those who were 
supposed to be instrumental in committing the dastardly deed. 
Had any of the Confederates expressed pleasure in it they would, 
most probably, have been made to suffer. The Confederate 
prisoners expressed a general regret and indignation towards the 
brutal assseeins, and were anxious to disavow any responsibility 
for their army in the horrible affair. If there were any who did 
not feel so they were wise enough to give no expression to it. 
The Confederate soldier who fought uuder Lee did all he could in 
manly battle, and when that battle ended he wss the last one to 
resort to such dastardly means as sessssination. 

General M e d e  issued an order which calmed the excitement, 
and our army continued to treat the Confederate prisoners and 
people with the same kindness and generosity. Future eventa 
demonstrated the fact that the blow, terrible as it wss, fell heavier 
upon the people of the South than of the North. As President 
Lincoln had conducted the war to a eucceesful dose, possessing 
the full confidence of all the loyal people, he stood in a position 
where he could do more toward reuniting the country and 
restoring harmony than any other man. His true character was 
stamped in hi own language, L 6  With charity for all and malice 
towards none." In his death the South lost her best friend at 
the time she needed him most. The sssaesin did the South a 
greater injury than any other man could have done during the 
long course of the war. 

Th i i .&n t  caused the transfer of the Ninth Army Corps to 
Washington, where they were placed on special duty, to surround 
the city with a cordon of troops, through which no one could pass 
without written authority. The order for the corps to move was 
received by General Parke, April 19th. The march for City Point 
commenced at daylight on the morning of the 25th and ite con- 
nectiou with the Army of the Potomac ceased. City Point was 
reached the same day and the Fifty-Seventh Regiment, with the 
whole Ninth Corps, was placed upon transports and proceeded 
down the James river and up the now peaceful waters of the 
Potomac to Washington. 
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The one short year that had elapsed, since the corps had 
paesed. in review before the President, had been one of the moet 
eventful in American history. Those who returned could feel a 
just pride in a duty faithfully performed and a share in the honor 
of victory. Now L L  all quiet along the Potomac " had become an 
established fact. The troops marched in review before General 
Wilcox and were then placed on duty on the Maryland side near 

, 'I'ennallytown. 
Mr. Pollard, in "The Lost Cause," does not attribute the 

downfall of the Confederacy to a superiority of numbers, but to 
the thorough demoralization of the armies and people of the 
Confederacy." We quote as followa : - 

L L  There must be some explanation for this flat conclusion of 
the war. It is easily found. Such a condition could only take 
place in a thorough demoralization of the armiee and people of 
the Confederacy. There must have been a general decay of 
public spirit, a general rottenness of public affairs, when a great 
war was thus terminated and a contest'wae abandoned eo short 
of positive defest, and so far from the historical necessity of 
sub jugation. 

There has been a very superficial, and, to some people, a 
very pleasant way of accounting for the downfall of the Southern 
Confederacy, by simply ascribing it to the great superiority of 
the North in numbera and resources. This argnment has had a 
great career in the newspapers and in small publications ; and the 
vulgar mind is ensily impoeed upon by the statistical parallel, and 
the arithmetical statement, inclined as it is to limit ita compre- 
hension of great historical problem8 to mere material views of the 
queetion. We shall give this argument the benefit of all it con- 
tains, and state it in its full force. Thus, it is correctly said that 
ofacial reports in Washington show that there were called into 
the Federal service from the Northern States 2,656,558 men* 
during the war, and that this number is quite one-thii  as many 
ae all the white men, women and children of the Southern States. 

6 ~  Again the figures in the War Department at Washington 
show that on the 1st of May, 1865, the military force uf the 

The oiEe1.l record8 a180 ahow that only about 1,490,000 of thwe men ever ur 
M M T ~  field wmiw & the front. - J. A. 
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North was 1,000,616 men of all arms,* while the paroles from 
the Confederacy oficially and wnclusively ehow that the whole 
number of men'within its limits, under arms, wse exactly 174,- 
223.t Thus it ie said, putting the number of 1,000,5 16 againet 
174,223, and taking into account the superiority of the North in 
war material, there is euflcient reason for the failure of the Con- 
federate cause without looking for another. 

6 '  This explanation of isilure is of wurse agreeable to the 
Southern people, but the historical judgment rejects it, discovers 
the fallacy, and will not refuse to point it out. It is simply to be 
obeen-ed that the disparity of military force, as between North 
and South, stated above, ie not the natural one ; and the fact of 
only 174,223 Confederates being under arms in the laet period of 
the war wss the reeult of mal-administration, the defective 
execution of the conscription laws, the decay ot the volunteer 
spirit, the unpopularity of the war and that these are the causes 

. 
which lie beyond this arithmetical inequality, which, in fdct, pro-' 
duced the greater part of it, and which must be held responsible 
in the explanation. The fallacy consists in taking the very 
results of Confederate mal-adminietrafion and putting them in 
comparison against a full exhibition of Northern power in the 
War. 

l6 There is no doubt that this superiority of the North in num- 
bers had great weight; that it cbntxibuted much to the d b m -  
5ture of the Confederacy; that it maet be taken largely into any 
explanation of the results of the war ; but the great question, a t  
lset, remains, was this numerical inequality, of itself, eutl3cient . 
to determine the war in favor of the North, considering the great 
wmpenestion which the South had in superior animation, in the cir- 
cumetance of @kiting on the defensive, and, above all, in the great 
extent of her territory. We fear that the leeeons and exampla of 
history are to the contrary, and we search in vain for one inetanoe 
where a country of enoh extent se the Confederacy hae been EO 

thoroughly subdued by any amount of military force, unZe38 where 

t A# w hare aplrSwd on a p ~ o w  w., tbe prola dId not repromat thn 
wholo number rnrrendered. What w u  tra. of men In the Army of Northern Vlr- 
ghh tluowln~ duwn thotr urn# md gohg home wlthorrt a parole, mr m e  ta a maah 
geeam e x m t  with thelr andm nmb~ at a dlrtma. - J. A 



popular demoralization has supervened. If war were a contest on 
an open plain, where military forces flght a duel, of course that 
inferior in numbers must go under. But war is an intricate game, 
and there are elements in it far more decisive than that of 
numbers. 

L L  At the beginning of the war in America, all intelligent men 
in the world, and the Southern leaders themselves, knew the dis- 
parity of population and consequently of military force, as 
between the North and South; but they did not, on that account, 
determine that the defeat of the South was a foregone conclusion, 
and the argument comes with a bad grace from leaders of the 
Confederacy to ascribe now its failure to what stared them in the 
face at the commencement of the contest, and was then so lightly 
and even insolently dismissed from their calculation. 

L r  The judgment of men who reflected was that the South would 
w 

ultimately be the victor, mainly because it was impossible to con- 
quer space; that her subjection was a & geographical impossi- 
bility' ; that three millions of men could not garrison her 
territory; that a country so vast and of such peculiar features- 
and not open cis the European countries, and traversed everywhere 
by practicable roads, but wild and dimcult, with river, mountain 
and swamp, equivalent to successive lines of military forti5ca- 
tions, welded, as it were, with natural mounds and barriers - 
could never be brought under subjection to the military power of 
the North. And these views were severely just; they are true 
fore\-er, now as formerly; but they proceeded on the supposi- 
tion that the morule of the Confederacy would be preserved, 
and when the hypothesis fell (mainly through mal-administration 
in Richmond) the argument fell with it. 

There is but one conclusion that remains for the dispas- 
sionate student of history. Whatever may be the explanations 
of the downfall of the Southern Confederacy, and whatever may 
be the various excuses that passion and false pride, and flatteiy 
of demagogues may offer, yet the great and melancholy fact 
remains that the Confederatee, with an abler government and 
more resolute spirit, might have accomplished their independence. 
This reflection irresistibly couples another. Civil wars, like 
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private quarrels, are likely to repeat themselves where the unsuc- 
cessful party has lost the contest only through accident or 
inadvesknce. The Confederates have gone out of this war 
with the proud, secret, deathless, dangerous consciousness that 
they are the better men, and that there was nothing wanting but 
a change iu a set of circumstances and a firmer resolve to make 
them the victors. To deal with such a sentiment, to keep it  
whipped, to restrain it from s new experiment, requires the highest 
efforts of intellect, the most delicate oflces of magnanimity and 
kindness, and is the great task which the war has left to American 
statesmanship. 

b b  Would it be strange in a broad view of history, that the 
Xorth, pursuing a policy contrary to what we have indicated, 
and venturing upon exasperation and defiance, should realize that 
the South has abandoued the contest of the last four years 
merely to resume it in a wider arena and on a larger issue, 
and in a change of circumstances, wherein may be assorted the 
profit of experience and raised a new standard of Hope." 

Mr. Pollard wrote this soon after the war and before public 
opinion in the South had become crystallized. The longing for 
separation from the Union has disappeared. The Southern people 
find their interests lie in remaining in the Union and would not go 
out if they could. Neither is there any desire to keep them 
b b  whipped " ; they have all the rights and privileges of citizenship 
that are possessed by those who were the victors in the contest. 

Mr. Pollard seems to throw the whole responsibility of 
fnilure upon Mr. Davis, yet, when he speaks of the "firmer 
resolve" that was required, what could he ask more than the 
determination and firmness of Mr. Davis himself, who exhibited it 
in a remarkable degree from the very beginning of the war. He 
was one of the last ditch" men. In an address to the once 
famous Hampton Legion, he said : When the last line of bayo- 
nets is levelled, I will be with you." However, he was not 
exactly true to his word, for b b  when the laet line of bayonets was 
levelled," he was masquerading in a costume anything but warlike, 
though he still possessed the morale and a brave spirit of deter- 
mination for one of the sex he wae personating. ' 
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CHAPTER XIr. 

COMING HOME. 

HE Fifty-Seventh remained in camp near Tennallytown 
for the nest three months, occupying a lovely ground 
on the slope of a beautiful hill, resuming drill, guard 
and the usual routine of camp duty, and also yer- 

rming guard and provost duty in the city of Washington 
the excitement caused by the assassination of 

ent Lincoln, the m e t  and trial of the conspira- 
tore, and their execution. 

Soon after the arrival at Tennallytown, Gen. N. B. 
McLaughlen (Colonel of the Fifty-Seventh) arrived and was 
assigned to command the brigade. The regiment, under command 
of Lieut.-Col. J. M. Tucker, participated in the grand review in 
Washington, with the Army of the Potomso, May 2Sd, 1865. 

The Ninth Corps wae commanded by General Parke, the 
First Division by General Wilcox, and the Third Brigade by 
General McLaughlen. The corps was arranged in numerical 
order ae to divisions, and divisions in the same order as to 
brigadee. 

. 
A correepondent of the Boeton Journal gives the following 

description of the appearance of the Ninth Army Corpe : - 
TWO hours after the head of the column had passed, the 

headquartere guidon of the Ninth Army Corpe came along, with 
ita cmeed cannon and anchor, eliciting many a pleeeant recollec- 
tion of the brave Bumside. Today the corps is commanded by 
Major-General Parke, who rode a epirited sorrel horse with a 
wreath of laurel encircling the animal's neck. 

L 4  I cannot allude in detail to ragimente or oftlcers, but I can- 
not refrain from a word of praise to the T h i  Brigade of Wilcos's 
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Division of the Ninth Corps, commanded by Bvt. Brig.-Gen. 
N. B. McLaughlen. I t  was headed by a detachment of pioneers, 
followed by a mule with pannier6 well filled with intrenching 
tools, then came a good band and drum corps, followed by the Sd 
Maryland, 50th New York, 57th and 59th Maseachusette and 
100th Pennsylvania, all bully boys,' marching square to the 
front, in ranks well dreeeed, pieces carried on a level, an easy 
springing step and elbows touching lightly." 

Washington wore its gala dress and Pennsylvania avenue, 
from the Capitol to the White House, was thronged with people 
who had come from all parts of the country to witness the review. 
I t  was the grandest military pageant that had ever been witnessed 
upon this continent. Fully seventy-five thousand men passed 
before the President, who waa accompanied by distinguished gen- 
erals, governors of loyal States and other distinguished personages. 

As the troops moved along the avenue with their streaming 
banners, some torn to mere shreds by shot and shell, and bands 
playing, the sppearance was grand. The light and dark blue 
uniforms with the bright colors of the zouaves and the gold lace 
of the oacers, gave a flne effect to the spectacle which was a con- 
tinuous, moving line as far as the eye could reach. The tlag- 
staffs were decorated with flowere, while the flags bore, in gold, 
the names and dates of battles in which the regiments had h e n  
engaged. 

Soon after thia the work of disintegration commenced. The 
citizen soldiers felt that their work was finishedl and they were 
impatient to go home and agnin take their places in the walks of 
civil life. A few had situations awaiting them, but most were to 
commence life anew and in strange positions. The regiments 
having the shortest time to serve were the first to be mustered out 
and sent home, those having the longest to serve were retained 
until it was fully assured that the French would move out' of 
Mexico. 

We were now where we could assert the.principles of the 
" Monroe Doctrine " in the most positive and emphatic manner. 

The Emperor, Napoleon Third, had taken advantage of our 
Civil War to attempt the establishment of an empire upon our 



southern border, and was now invited by Uncle Sam to pack up 
and leave. Napoleon promptly accepted the invitation. 

The people of the United States were not anxious to become 
involred in a foreign war, yet they were never in a better condi- 
tion to meet it ; they felt the indignity they had been made to suffer 
at a time when they could not help it. ?Sow they were in a con- 
dition to resent it. Until this matter became settled, the Fifty- 
Seventh Regiment was among the number to be retained in the 
service. General Parke was assigned to the command of the 
District of Alexandria. 

General Bartlett returned and on the 19th of June was 
assigned to the command of the First Division, Ninth Corps, and 
at once instituted a more thorough course of drill and discipline, 
which, in anticipation of an early discharge, had become lax. 
General Bartlett says of it : g L I  found the command in rather a slack 
state of discipline, no attention paid to guard duty or drill. It is 
natural to feel, now that the war for which they enlisted is over, 
that there is no further need of discipline, and that the strict per- 
formance of guard duty any longer is needless." 

That was just the way they did feel and they were anxious 
to get home and back into civil life again. 

On the 26th of May an order mas issued consolidating the 
59th with the 57th Massachusetts, the two organizations to retain 
the name of the Fifty-Seventh IXassachusetts. Oftlcers rendered 
supernumerary by the consolidation were to be mustered out of 
the senrice. This was not accomplished until the 20th day of 
June, although the consolidation was to take effect upon the 1st 
day of June. 

Capt. A. 0. Hitchcock, of the Fifty-Seventh, was assigned 
to duty on the staff of Maj.-Gen. Nelson A. Miles, who com- 
manded at Fortress Monroe, where the ex-President of the South- 
ern Confederacy was confined and in a very unhappy frame of 
mind. 

The duties at Tennallytown were not arduous, and there 
were many pleasant incidents, which oftlcers and men now recall 
with pleasure ; but the military restraint seemed harder than ever 
to bear. Men lost their interest in drill and did not take kindly 



382 FIFTY-BEVEYTH REGIMENT MASS. VOLUNTEW. 

to discipline. There were many violations of army regulations, 
which, under dserent  circumstances, might have brought punish- 
ment upon the offender, but which were now overlooked. 

What could be said to those men who had subjected them- 
selves to discipline and braved everything until the war had closed 
and they could almost see home? Even General Bartlett con- 
fessed that he did not flnd the charm that ueed to faecinate, and 
felt that the object and aim of discipline had gone. Being in poor 
health, on account of his many wounds and sufferings of prison 
life, he soon accepted a leave of absence and severed his con- 
nection with the army. 

Regiment after regiment took its departure for home and 
tho old Ninth Corps was fast melting away, l i e  the winter's 
frost and snow, under the bright smiles of sunny peace. The 
date of flnal disbandment waa July 27th. The First Division was 
the last to be mustered out. 

General Wilcox issued his laat order and bade his oftlcere and 
soldiers an affectionate farewell. After briefly recounting the 
history of the division, 'he spoke of the " various regiments which 
had left the bones of their dead to whiten battleflelds in seven 
different States. Your families and fellow citizens will welcome 
your return in peace and victory. You will carry about you in 
civil life, a sense of your own wortb; and self respect will 
characterize those who have done and deserved so well of their 
country." 

On the 30th of July, the Fifty-Seventh received orders to 
return to Maseachusetta for flnal muster-out. Upon arriving s t  
Jereey City, the regiment waa met by a delegation of the New 
England Association, and waa invited to parade through the city I 

of New York. 
Chaplain Dashid deecribes the reception given to the regi- 

ment in the following words : - 
"The Sons of Massachusetts thronged the barracke at the 

battery, and, aa the regiment marched up Broadway with ite 
tattered flag and scarred veterans, they received an ovation from 
the crowd which thronged the streeta, which will never be for- 
gotten. 



b b  A t  the New England rooms they were received with a ealvo 
of artillery, and waving of flag8 and cheers which made the welkin 
ring. Reaching Union Square the rank and file were regaled with 
a boantiful collation and the oEtlcere were entertained a t  the roome 
of the Union League Club. Countermarching down Broadway, 
they were reviewed a t  the Aetor House by Major-General Hooker 
and staff, and on their arrival a t  the battery, found a sumptuous 
dinner provided with all the fruits and delicaciee of the semion, 
which was keenly relished by the men who had known little but 
salt pork and hard tack for many long monthe. 

a After dinner I. C. Carter, in behalf of the Sons of Mama- 
chueetta, welcomed the soldiers on their return from victory, to 
which General McLaughien fittingly replied. Our old wrps  com- 
mander, General Burnside, appeared a t  the barracks afterwards 
and wee enthueirretically greeted by hie old men." 

There were many flattering notices of the Fity-Seventh in 
the papere of New York and New England. The Worcester 
Palladium of August 2d, 1865, makes the following mention : - 

Dispatches from Waehlngton inform us that the Flfty-Seventh 
Regiment, Maeaachusette Volunteers, left Weehlngton on Sunday after- 
noon for home. This reglment war one of four '# veteran" reglmente, 
ro called, which were recruited durlyl the wlnter of 1864. 

The reglment wae recruited In Worcester County and the countier 
west of Worceeter, and left the State on the 18th of April. It now 
returne with the 69th incorporated in Its ranke. Partners In suflering 
and glory together, they went into the battle of the Wllderness on the 
6th day of May, and ln fourteen battles and rklrmirhee they have fought 
ln the same brigade llne, shoulder to rhoulder, and now they come back 
one slngle band. 

In twelve months' eervlce the Flfty-Seventh reglment alone had 
11 otecers and 91 enlisted men killed, and 22 otecerr and 391 enllsted men 
wonnded, besides 100 mlsslng lo battle, many of whom langulehed and 
dled In southern prisons . . . . 

The terrlble marchlng and tlghtlng whlch brought the army before 
Peterrburg, reduced the regiment to scarcely one hundred men, wlth 
which It entered the charge of July SOth. On thb dismtrous day all of 
It8 commlseloned otecers of the fleld and llne, except Lleutenant Doty, 
who had been promoted a few days before, were kllled or wounded. 
Major Preswtt, commanding, and Captalne Howe and Dresser were 
kllled, and only this lleutenant and twenty-flve enlisted men escaped 
unharmed. 
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Thus, in three months, nlne hundred men had beep put horu-de- 
combat, and it  seemed as  if the career of the reglment had been run. 
Soon, however, the convalescents began to return and the ranks were 
filled up wlth battered and scarred veterans, and the reglment wss 
enabled to give a good account of itself in the successive engagements. 

On the 26th of March, in the rebel assault upon Fort Stedmcm, the 
disaster of the 80th of July was terribly avenged. I t  so happened that 
the rebels were met and repullled, with great slaughter, by the very 
troops upon which they infllcted such fearful loss the day of the mlne. 

The PQUadium was somewhat in error in regard to the loeees 
of the Fifty-Seventh during the year of actual fleld service. 
According to the Adjutant-General's Report, State of Maesachu- 
Bette, for 1864, it lost 7 oftlcers killed, 23 wounded and 1 miming, 
92 enlisted men killed, 380 wounded and 101 mieeing, from May 
7th to Dec. Slat, 1864, eight months. 

The loss of Fort Stedman was 2 ol3cers killed, 2 wounded 
and 2 missing, 5 enlisted men killed, 27 wounded and 40 missing. 
The total number of oftlcere killed should hare been 9 instead of 
7, and wounded 22 instead of 23, and none mieeing. 

I t  having been subsequently ascertained that Lieutenant 
Childs who was reported missing at the Wilderness was killed, 
and Lieutenant Bowman, mortally wounded before Petersburg, 
died in a few houre. The eame redark as to Major Doherty at 
Stedman. 

If we add the casualties at Stedman with the four who were 
subsequently wounded, we hare a battle record for the Fifty- 
Seventh of 11 oftlcers killed, 24 wounded and 3 missing, 97 
enlisted men killed, 361 wounded and 141 missing. Total battle 
lose, 35 omcers and 599 enlisted men, out of a little over 900 
with which the regiment took the fleld in April, 1864. The num- 
ber reported killed is too small and the missing too large, as, in 
the Wilderness, North Anna river and the mine affair, many 
were reported missing, who, it was subsequently learned, had been 
killed. Of the original line otlcere who left the State with the 
regiment in April, 1864, all but three were killed or wounded. 
The casualties we have giveu do not cover those who died from 
disease or wounds, after having been discharged from the service. 
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In the history of regimental Iosees of ell the regiments in the 
eervice during the whole period of the war, carefully compiled by 
Col. William F. Fox, U.S. Volunteers, from oflilcial records in 
the War Department, we find the 2d Wisconsin Infantry heads 
the list with the heaviest lose of any regiment on the Federal side 
in killed or mortally wounded, being 238 out of 1,203 men 
enrolled or 19.7. The second regiment in the list is the 1st 
Maine Heavy Artillery, with a loss of 428 killed or mortally 
woanded, out of a total number enrolled of 2,202, being 19.2 
per cent. 

.The Fifty-Seventh Maesachusetta is credited with the third 
position, having lost 201 killed or mortally wounded, out of a 
total number enrolled of 1,052, being 19.1 per cent. These 
figures are nearer correct than thorn given by the State Adjutant- 
General, as the latter report was made from " nominal " lists of 
casualties, by regimental commanders, before it was known 
whether men reported as missing were killed or taken prisoners ; 
and such records appear never to have been corrected, except at 
Washington where Colonel Fox obtained his figuree. 

We have referred to engagement8 where these reports were 
erroneous, viz. : Wilderness, North Anna river, Petereburg, Jaly 
30th and Fort Stedman. Glancmg again at the figures given by 
Colonel Fox we find that the losses cover the whole time these 
regiments were in the service. 

The Second Wisconsin entered the service in 1861 and was 
in the first battle of Bull Run, and the loss 19.7 per cent which 
they sustained covered a period of three years. The loss of the 
Fifty-Seventh Maseach~lsetta of 19.1 covered a period of less than 
one year. 

We find some errors in Colonel Fox's figures in relation to 
the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts. He gives only ten oacers 
killed, whie to our personal knowledge there were eleven, as 
follows : Colonel Chandler, Majors Prescott and Doherty, Captains 
Gird, Howe and Dresser, Lieutenants Bowman, Cheney, Murdock, 
Coe and Chiids (11). The latter was reported missing at the 
Wildernese, but was never heard from again, hence it is beyond 
question that he was killed. The AdjutantrGeneral's Report of 
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lfassachusetts carries this remark opposite his name, 6 '  Died of 
wounds received in the Wilderness." This would make the 
number killed, or died of wounds, in the Fifty-Seventh Massa- 
chusetts, 202 instead of 201, and incresee the per cent to 19.2, 
plus, the same as the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery. 

The latter regiment wse longer in the service than the Fifty- 
Seventh Massachusetts, but the tlrst two years it served in the 
defences around Washington, and joined the Army of the 
Potomac with the opening of the campaign of 1864. Their 
percentage, therefore, of battle loss, would be just the same as 
the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetta for the same length of time, 

We have searched all the records available, and are unable 
to tlnd any regiment that suffered a heavier lose, in killed, for 
the same length of time, than the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetta, 
and only one that exceeded it  during the whole period of the war. 
The regiment, therefore, holds second place with the le t  Maine 
Heavy Artillery, although Colonel Fox gives us the third place. 
Again, Colonel Fox gives the number of the Fifty-Seventh 
Massachusetta, who were taken into the battle of the Wildernees, 
as 545. These figures appear to be correct, as Company K was 
not in the engagement. Besides there were other detachments 
for cattle guard, etc., so that the regiment had only about one- 
half its strength present for duty, but lost, Fox saye, 94 killed or 
mortally wounded ; it should be 95, or 17.4, in this one battle. 

In  addition to the number lost in battle the Fifty-Seventh, 
as shown by Fox, lost 86 men who died from disease or in Con- 
federate prisons, making the total number of deaths 288, being 
27.4 per cent. 

The total number of men enrolled in the .Fifty-Seventh 
hlaesachusetts was 1,052, but when the regiment left the State 
for the seat of war about 100 were left behind as being physically 
untlt for duty, subsequently most of them were discharged and 
never saw any service outside of lfassachusette, except that of I 

drawing pay, bounty and, later, a pension. Some few of these 
men joined later, but the regiment took the field with only a 
little over nine hundred men. This would make the percentage 
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of loss greater; however, other regiments may have suffered from 
the same cauee in like proportion. 

We quote Fox further. He gives the loss of the F i ty -  
Seventh Massachusetts as 716 killed, wounded and died in Con- 
federate prisons. This would give the total battle loss of 68 per 
oent, and that is also counting thoee who did not go, but whose 
names stood against the regiment. 

This is the record whiah the old Fifty-Seventh brought back 
to the State. I t  tells the story in grander eloqaencle than m a n  
flnd language to portray. Can those who understand the strong 
tie of comradeship that binds us, wonder that we love to cherish 
and preserve it, or that we feel proud of it? 

Shakespeare says, b'He jeqts at scars that never felt a 
wound." 

Statistical records are extremely difficult to get exactly cor- 
rect, bat we believe those given by Colonel Fox are as nearly so 
as can be, having been taken from the records of the War 
Department. 

We wish to pause here to acknowledge our indebtedness to 
him for his excellent book entitled c L  Regimental Losses," from 

, which we have taken the liberty of copying. 
In  a previous chapter we explained the dilllculties of making 

correct returns from the field, experienced by regimental and 
company commanders. The importance of this was not under- 
stood then as well as it has been since, particularly with us at the 
present time, when we want to get at the facts. 

Most ef' the lists of casualties for the Fifty-Seventh were 
marked L L  nominal," which meant that the one who made them 
believed they were approximately correct, or as near as he 
could get them,. and was glad to get them off his hands, hoping 
that would be the lsst of them. 

Confederate reports were in still greater doubt. We do not 
venture the use of many of them as being correct. A tabular 
report made by Gen. J. B. Fry, Assistant ProvostMarnhal Gen- 
eral, in 1865-66, gives the Confederate loss of 74,524, who were 
kiiled or died of wounds, and 59,297 from disease, total 133,821. 



These figures were compiled by General Fry from Confed- 
erate muster rolls, on flle in the bureau of Confederate Archives 
in Washington. General Fry says these rolls are incomplete, se 
nearly all those of Alabama troops were missing, which, if in- 
cluded, would make their mortality list much greater. 

There seems to have been less care taken to make Confed- 
erate reports accnrate than in case of our own. There was a 
genersl disposition to underestimate their strength in the field and 
also to depreciate their battle losses. To count the complete 
mortelity lose of the State of Alabama would swell the aggregate 
Confederate loss of killed, mortally wounded, and died from 
disease incident to the war, to fully 150,000. 

That of the Union side, as shown by the figurea compiled by 
Colonel Fox, amounted to 110,070 men killed in battle, while 
249,458 more died from disease, accidents, Confederate prisons, 
etc., making a total mortality loss of 359,528. Add this to what 
we have taken for the Confederate loes and we have 509,528 men 
who gave their lives during the four yeare of bloody war. 

One stande appalled in contemplation of such an immenee 
sacrifice of human life, which is without parallel in modern his- 
tory. I t  is hard to realize the magnitude of this great war; the 
greatest and bloodiest of the century. 

"The charge of the gallant Six Hundred," at Balaklava, 
which has been immortalized throughout the whole Christian 
world by the pen of Tennyson, sustained a loss of 118 killed 
and 134 wounded; a total of 247 out of 678, a percentage of 
36.4 in the b L  Valley of Death." There were numerous chargea 
on both the Federal and Confederate sides, where the loss was 
nearly twice as great. The 1st Minnesota at Gettysburg lost 215 
killed and wounded, out of 262 engaged, 82 per cent. General 
Pickett's gallant charge upon the Union lines at Gettysburg 
carried a lose fully equalling 6 '  the gallant Six Hundred." 

Colonel Fry has given a tabulated statement of deaths from 
all causes in the Union Army during the war. As this is of 
great interest to all who participated, I have copied it below 
in full, after which we will not burden our readere with sta- 
tistics : - 



DlWTE8 FROM ALL CAUSES. 

Cruse. OEicerr. Enllsted men. 
Killed, or died of wounds, 
Died of dleease, 
In Confederate prisons, 
Accidents, 
Drowning, 
Sunstrokes, 
Murdered, 
Kllled after capture, 
Soicfde, 
Milltary executions, 
Executed by the enemy, 
Causes known, but unclaseifled, 
Cause not stated, 

Colonel Fox makes a foot-note to the above table in relation 
to those who died in Confederate prisons, in which he say6 : - 

"In  addition to this number, there were 5,290 who died 
while prisoners, and who are included in the other items of this 
classi5cation. The total number of Union soldiers who died, 
while in the hands of the enemy, according to this ofl9cial report, 
was 30,156. The causes of their deaths are classified as follows : 
from disease, 24,866 ; wounds, 2,072 ; sunstroke, 20 ; accidenta, 
7 ; drowning, 7 ; killed after capture, 104 ; executed by the 
enemy, 64; causes known but not classified, 319 ; c a s e  not 
stated, 2,697 ; total, 30,156. But owing to the imperfect records 
kept at some of the Confederate prisons, the deaths are not all 
included in the foregoing statement. The mortality of Union 
prisoners, a8 shown by graves, has bean estimated at 36,401, 
being nearly 29 per cent of the total nnmber of Federal prisoners 
captured during the war. 

This statistical record does not complete the measure of all 
the horrors that follow in the path of war. It does not tell 
of the mutilated forms and broken health that can never be 
restored, neither does it count the mourning widows and 
orphans. 



Lookiig into the far dietant future, we hear the queetion 
' tuked, fi What was all this for? " May the anewer be found in 

a prosperoua and united country, which we hope will endure ss 
long tu the brave deeds of noble, patriotic men stand upon record, 
and show to the world that a government of the people and by 
the people ie ae enduring as the etrongest and most aristocratic 
monarchy. 

Not one loyal heart in all this broad land but felt truly 
thankful when the war waa over. Thoee who had ehared ita 
fortunes and faced each other u p  bloody fields of battle, never 

. . want to see another, unless it be in defense of those principles 
that are dearer to every true man than life iteelf. 

How well we remember the thrill of joy that all felt in the 
very thought of L r  the war is over." I t  had come.eo euddenly 
that men could hardly realize it. They had no revenge to satisfy, 
no plunder to gain, no hardships to impose and no bitterness to 
carry from the field of strife, but all hearts beat with inexpres- 
eible joy and gladness in anticipation of an early return to home 
and friende. 

The Johnnies" were no longer our enemies, but our 
brothers and fellow citizene. They had made a glorioue fight 
until further resistance was hopeleee, then manfully surrendered, 
laid down their arms, and those who had endured the dangers and 
hardships of battle became again loyal to our flag and country. 
We will always honor and respect them for their brave deeds. 
With the force they still had in the field a guerilla warfare could 
have been carried on for some time longer; which, although 
inflicting considerable loss upon the country, would have fallen 
more heavily upon their own section. The hopee indulged in by 
Great Britain and other foreign powers, that, with the close of 
the war, other dire calamitiee would follow to destroy our repub- 
lican form of government, were not realized. 

I t  had been prophesied that when our large armies would be 
disbanded and freed from the restraints of military rules and die- 
cipline, it would produce a state of lawleesnese, crime and 
anarchy, which would finally lead eome popular and ambitious 
general to place himeelf again at their head, overthrow our 



republican form of government and plant an empire upon i t .  
mins. But ae the echoes of war died away beyond the eouthern 
hills, this vast body of citizen soldiery became abeorbed in the 
new life of the nation. The receding tide of war was taken up 

, by the gently heaving billows and lost in the boundless ocean of 
peace. Those who had fought the battlea of the republic through 
the storms and perils of war again became obedient to civil law 
and ever ready to uphold it. Statistim show that there have been 
fewer violations of it by them than those of the same class who 
stayed at home. 

That the Confederate soldier should still cherish the memory 
of those long, eventful y e m  of battle and suffering is quite 
natural. Like us, they too feel a comradeship endeared by a 
thousand tie8 and sealed by the blood of their brothers. They 
have much in which to glory, their record ahines as brightly in 
defeat as it would have done in victory, except that it bore the 
blemish of a bad cause. 





JAMES SULLIVAN, 
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HOME. ' 

"Be It ever so humble, there's no place like home." 

N the second day of August, 1865, the regiment em- 
barked for New York on a steamer of the Providence 
line en route for Readville, where it arrived the next 
day, and was formally musterecl out of the United 
States service on the 9th day of August, 1865, and 

thus ended their duties ae soldiers of the Republic. After 
their final discharge the oF0cers met at a banquet at the 

United Statee Hotel in Boston, then followed a final handehaking 
and separation to distant homes and varioua pursuits in civil life. 

With the welcome dawn of peace the nation seemed to spring 
from a new birth into a more healthy and vigorow life. At first 
the political agihtione that followed in the train of war seemed to 
threaten new and serious dangers. I t  is not within our province 
to enter into a discussion of them. This was felt more severely 
in the South, where the ravages of war had fallen with a heavy 
hand. We should remember that our conditions were entirely 
difPerent. The Federal soldier came back to scenee of W i t  
and prosperity, with back pay and bounty for his semices, and 
pensions, where disabled. The Confederate soldiers returned to a 
desolate home, or none at all, and where there wae no prosperity. 
All their social and political relations had been overturned as a 
result of the war, and they had to commence in wage that were 
new and strange to them. Their former elavee had become 
citizens and were free to do as they pleaeed. For the first few 
years it was a serious question with them how to get bread to 
feed themselves and their families. 
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I t  is not strange, after euch a gigantic etruggle, in which 
their land had been torn aa by the thunderbolts of hearen, that it 
took some time to bring order out of this chaos. Paeeions that 
had flamed through the flery tempest of war could not be extin- 
guished in a moment. The storm had pawed, but dark clouds 
still lingered above the Southern horizon, though the sighing gale 
grew fainter day by day, only when fanned into brief life by the 
political agitations which followed. After going down under the 
craeh of battle, the Lost Cause" still lived in the memory of 
the Southern people until loet in the growing light of proeperity 
which sprang from the ruins. But few had means to work with 
and eeemed to lack the adaptability of employing what they had, 
to advantage. While the people of the North felt a sympathy 
for them, they realized that their unfortunate condition waa the 
result of their own actions. The maesee were the eufferers. 
Moet of their leadere, who had been direotly responeible, 'took to 
the life-boata when the wreck became plainly inevitable; only one 
of theee wae ewamped. 

Our glorious old Ship of State had outridden many dark 
storme that threatened to drive her upon the breakers. This 
wae the Reverest strain which she had ever encountered; her 
saile and rigging were torn and splintered, but she emerged with 
the timbers stronger &an when the keel wae laid by our revolu- 
tionary eires. 

On Forefathers' Day, Dec. P2d, 1865, eeveral of the re&- 
ments of Afaseachusetts Volunteers united in an imposing parade 
and ceremony, upon the occasion of returning the flage which had 
been intrusted to them by the Stnte and which they had carried ae 
they marched out to war. Mnny were riddled by shot and shell, 
but not a star had been blotted from the field of azure blue. The 
57th and 59th appeared in line with ten ofBcers and 5fty men to 
tranefer their two standards back to the custody of the State. 
Their tattered condition spoke, in greater eloquence than can be 
expressed by the power of language, of the eublime devotion of 
those men who gave their livee to their country, and the heroic 
eacrifices that were made that the country might live. 

With the close of hostilities the prison pens of the South were 
thrown open and delivered of their prey. Those who had waited 



long and patiently while einging through the dark hours t c  Cheer 
up, comradee, they will come," now realized that the time had 
actually come when 

Beneath the starry flag we shall breathe the air again 
Of the freeland in oar own beloved home." 

Among those releaeed from Andersonville wee Dr. A. K. 
Gould, who wae taken prisoner while caring for the wounded upon 
the battlefleld of the Wilderneee. We give a few extracta from 
hie deecription of priaon life, written for " Fitchburg in the War " : 

" Well do I remember when I arrived in eight of this terrible 
place, on the 29th of May, 1864, and of my 5rst interview with 
the rebel oacer in charge of it, Capt. Henry Wurtz, a moet sav- 
age looking man, who wae ae brutal ae his looke would seem to 
indicate. He offered us all the abuse he waa capable of and then 
marched ue into prison. I t  was no uncommon thing for thie brute 
to etrip the prisoners of their clothing and everything of ralue about 
them before sending them inside the etocka.de. The stockade in 
which we were conflned was made by setting loge upright in the 
ground a8 cloeely as they could be driven, etanding above the 
ground about fourteen feet and enclosing about nineteen acres 
of land, about half a8 wide as it wee long. Running through, or 
acroee the lot, was a brook about four feet wide and generally 
two or three inchee deep, thus giving us water to use, but of the 
Blthieet character, on account of there being, juet above us, a 
camp of three thoueand rebels, and as many more negroee (eerr- 
ing as guard over us), all of whoee 81th and refuse was emptied 
into the brook and swept down to us. In addition to thie the 
land on either side of the brook, to the extent of six acree, was 
a complete swamp. A portion of thie wae used by the thirty 
thousand prisoners, more or leee, for sink purposee, and it8 effect 
upon the water can better be imagined than described. 

'&'When I entered the prison, May 29th, 1864, the number of 
prisoner8 wae about nine thousand, which was gradually increaeed 
to thirty-two thousand on the Rrst of July. Their condition was 
enough to make one eick on 5rat entering the place, but it was 
nothing in comparison to what I experienced afterwards. To see 



my fellow-men suffering for want d food and clothing tu I did; 
to see them stretching out their bong hande for the mereet morsel 
to eat ; to hem their piteous inquiries : 6  Shall we ever go home ? ' 
to see how they died, poor fellows, wasting away little by little, 
exposed to the s m i t i n g  rays of a Georgia sun,- thii was enough 
to break the hardest heart. 

6 '  I t  may be interesting to know how we lived. We dug 
holes, or bnrrowa, in the ground, thus forming a little shelter for 
us. Once a day we had oar rationa brought in, which consisted 
of one half pint of corn-oob meal, coareely ground, or its equiva- 
lent in beans or rice, sometimes bacon, and all these of the poor- 
eet quality. One of the most dreadful things in this dreadful 
place was the dead-line. This was a furrow turned up about 
twenty feet from the stockade all around, and was called the 

dead-line.' If a man dared to step over thie line or cross it by 
mistake, he was at once shot by the guard without a word being 
said. 

6 L  I t  wae sickening to see the dead as they lay in the prison 
pen. I t  was the custom to carry them out every morning, the 
prisoners being hired to do this, their pay being an extra ration 
and a chance to bring in an armful of wood when they returned. 
These inducements were so great that sometimes one squad would 
steal a dead body from another in order to get a chance to g out 
and get wood and mow to eat. Others were detailed for thii purpose, 
and they, also, got extra rations, and when the guard came for any 
such purpose, how eager the men were to get a chance to go, and how 
savagely they were treated when refused. So many of these bar- 
barities crowd themselvee upon my mind that I hardly know where 
to stop. Some of the prisonere thought they might escape if they 
got out, but the bloodhounds were too much for them. A pack 
was kept for the purpoee of hunting all such, and rery savage 
they were, too, so that few escaped them who ever tried. 

I found in the prison several men from Fitchburg and 
vicinity. William T. Peabody, Company F, Fifty-Seventh, waa 
captured with me and remained with me until he died, Sept. let, 
1864, poor fellow, literally starved to death; no dieease about 
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him, but reduced to a living skeleton, as was the case with 
thousands there. 

fi There is one scene I shall alwaye remember and that was 
the hanging of sirr of our comrades. Their crime was raiding 
upon and murder of their fellow prisoners. Their plan was to fall 
upon any of us that they thought they could plunder. They would 
steal clothing or anything else which they could bargain to the 
' rebs.' The rebel authorities allowed the prisoners to try them 
and hang them, glad even to have some of us killed off in 
that way. 

  not her feature of this place was the ' stocks.' I hare 
never suffered in them but have often seen my oomrades tortured 
by them. The pain was excruciating in the extreme. The men 
were put into a hellieh machine that would stretch all their mus- 
cles and cords could bear, and, with their faces turned up to the 
scorching sun, they were left from twenty-four to forty-eight 
houre. This was the most barbarous act of all, and this to men 
already completely emaciated by sickness. I have seen men 
taken from the stocks only to expire in a few minutes. All this 
waa dono by authority of the otlioere in charge. . . . 

" We were taken from this place to the city of Charleston, 
Sept. 14th, 1864, where we were kept under flre of our batteries for 
three weeks, but fared much better than elsewhere, being fed and 
cared for by the Sistere of Charity. From Charleston we were 
taken to another prison pen, a second Andersonville, called Flor- 
ence. Here the same usages, the same fare and treatment were 
dealt out to us, but there was one new phase presented to us, 
which wse the compulsory movement to make our men enlist in 
t4eir service. This was done by extra starvation. . . . I was 
finally released Dec. 15th, 1864, having been in prison seven 
months and two days." 

Much that was written by Doctor Gould has been told by 
others whb were unfortunate enough to be prisoners of war at 
Andersonville. 

We know the Confederate resources were greatly reduced, 
but not to such an extent, especially in Georgia, as to jaetify 
starvation. The cruelties our men were made to endure in Ander- 



sonville, and the indignities offered, can find no palliating circum- 
stance under any conditions. With no shelter, save the holes they 
could dig in the ground, without sufllcient allowance of fuel, in a 
wooded country, to cook what little food they were allowed, without 
proper attention to the sick, and forced to use stagnant water that 
wae polluted almost like a sewer, and with scarcely any clothing 
or bedding, makes it seem a wonder that any were strong enough 
to survive. 

The position of a prisoner of war is not a pleasant one at 
any time, but brave men scorn to indict punishment that cannot be 
meted out in open, honorable warfare. I t  is a fact that those 
who saw the least fighting were most cruel in the treatment of 
prisoners. The further our me11 were taken from the scene of 
conflict the harder became their lot. 

Confederate prisonera in our hands were furnished with shel- 
ter and sumcient clothing to prerent suffering, but were not 
furnished the full allowance of food that was issued to o w  
troope in the field, for the reason that their lives were inactive, 
save when trying to escape, and they did not need eo much, yet 
it was sufficient for any ordinary man and wholesome in quality. 
To eat it all, one would be more likely to fall victim to dyspepsia 
than to suffer from the pangs of hunger. 

Colonel Fox says that during the whole course of the war 
220,000 Confederate soldiers fell into our hands ae prisoners of 
war, and out of this number 26,436 died from wounds or disease 
while prisoners in our hands, being a mortality of 12 per cent. 

126,940 Union soldiers fell into Confederate hands, of whom 
22,756 died of wounds or disease in Confederate prisons, a mor- 
tality of 17.8 per cent. 

The above figures were taken from Regimental Losses in 
the Civil War," by Col. William F. Fox, page 50, and purport 
to have been taken from official records in the War Department. 
Our attention was called to them as heing erroneous, and we 
made further researches for reliable information. A foot note 
on page 50, above referred to, after referring to imperfect 
records," says : The mortality of Union prisoners, as shown by 
the graves, has been estimated at 36,401." This shows that 
Colonel Fox considered his estimate too small. 
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T h e  editor of The National Tribune of Washington, D.C., 
made a careful a n d  extensive research through t h e  records of the 
War Department;  we wrote requesting him to furnish u s  with 
the  reeult of it, a n d  in reply received the  following : - 

Respectfully returned. The number of U.8. troops captured d w -  
ing the War of the Bebellion was 221,608, of whom 16,481 were 
paroled. The number of Confederates captured wee 476,169, of whom 
!&48,699 were paroled. The large number paroled is accounted for 
from the troops captured a t  Vicksburg, end those incldent to  the anal 
surrender. The records of Southern prisons, in possession of the 
government, are very incomplete. The death registers have not been 
secured from Americus, Atlenta and Augusta, Qa., Camp Ford a t  Tyler, 
Texas, Camp Oglethorpe a t  Macon, Ga., Charleston, S.C., Lynchburg, 
Va., Marietta and Bavannah, Oa., Mobile and Montgomery, Ala., and 
Shreveport, La. Only partial recorde were obtained from these import- 
ant prisons : Cahaba, Ale., Camp Asylum, Columbia and Florence, S.C., 
Millen, Qa., and Salisbury, N.C. 

The incompleteness of the interment record is set forth In a report 
of the Q u a r r m r - G e n e  U.S.A., in 1869, where he says: " I t  1s 
well known that a t  many places, as, for instance, a t  Balisbory, N.C., 
and Florence, S.C., the bodies were burled in trenches, often two, three, 
sometimes even four deep; so that the accurate number of bodies 
Interred a t  these places cannot be determined." 

The facts warrant the belief that the actual number of deaths of 
Union troop0 in the priwn pens of the South very greatly exceeds the 
number shown by the records, which is 29,498. From the known 
number that died at  Andersonville, over 18,000, end a t  SaUabury about 
12,000, and the partially known number that died a t  other prisons, we 
are safe to estimate the deaths in prison pens of, &pproximating, 70,000 
Union soldiers, and we believe thls eetlmate is under, rather than over, 
the actual deaths. 

The records of the United Ststea are very complete a s  t o  the 
number of deaths of Confederate prisoners, which show a total of 
86,774. 

(Signed) THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, 
Washington, D.C. 

Per W. 

It will be noticed tha t  there is  a wide differenoe between this 
and the reault reached by Colonel Fox, though both a re  supposed 
to have been taken from the same source, bu t  at different dates. 
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If we accept the figures given by The Natioltal Tribune we find, 
after deducting the 16,431 who were paroled, that there were 
actually 205,177 Union soldiers held as prisoners of war in the 
South, of which number 70,000 died from various causes, being 
a mortality of over thirty-four per cent. Again, deducting the 
nu~nber of Confederate prisoners paroled, 248,599, and we find 
that there were actually confined in Northern prisons, 227,570 
Confederate soldiers, of whom 26,774 died from various causes, 
being a mortality of less than twelve per cent. 

I t  will be seen that there is a wide difference between the 
statistics given by Colonel Fox and The National 15.ibune. Colonel 
Fox virtually admite an error by stating in a foot-note, "The 
mortality of Union prisoners, as shown by the graves, has been 
estimated at 36,401." It is a fact, well known to those who 
were in Confederate prisons, that their records of deaths and 
burials were very imperfect, and that often two or more would 
be buried in €he same grave, or trench, and no record made 
of it. 

When we consider the large number reported as c c  missing in 
action," and from that take the number who were nevermore 
heard from, we conclude that they either died upon the field of 
battle, or in Confederate prisons. Note such cases in the Fifty- 
Seventh I+Iassachusette, that have been repeatedly mentioned; 
names of men whoee records we have not been able to complete 
from lack of information, and look at the remarks in the roster 
for confirmation of this conclueion. The Fifty-Seventh is no ex- 
ception, in this respect, to other regiments that suffered h e a ~ y  
battle losses. 

Some time after the close of the war, 1870 and 1871, we 
were in the regular service and on duty as quartermaster in 
Columbia, South Carolina. I t  was reported to us that on the 
opposite side of the river, where there had been a Confederate 
prison camp, there were many unknown gravee of Union soldiers. 
We investigated the matter and found such to be the fact. Little 
mounds were found through the fields and thickets, which upon 
being opened, were found to contain the bones of Union soldiers. 
In no case could the name or regiment be found, but their 



identity as Union eoldiem waa shown by the military buttons and 
the partially decayed uniforms, which still clung to them, and 
in which they were buried ; this badge of honor, that clothed 
them in their gravee, being their only monument. We caused 
quite a number of these remains to be disinterred and buried in 
the National Cemetery at Florence. There is no doubt but many 
more were scattered through the country that were never found. 
Many perished in the swamps in their endeavor to escape; the 
savage bloodhounds that were sent in pursuit were not messengel-s 
of peace or angels of mercy. 

We think Colonel Fox took only the knoum number of death8 
in Confederate prisons, ae recorded, and m d e  no allowance for 
imperfect Confederate records, while The National Tribune took, 
as a baaie of calculation, the whole number of those who were 
known to have fallen into Confederate hands, retained aa prieoners 
of war and never again heard from, the reasonable conclusion 
being that they died while prisonere of war. I n  view of theee 
facta we incline to the opinion that the 5gnree given by The 
National Tribune are nearer correct than those by Colonel Fox. 

The coneideration of thie subject bring6 ue to refer again to 
the extravagant 5gures given by Pollard in LGThe Lost Cause," 
quoted on page 325 of this work, who claims that the Confeder- 
ates had only 174,223 meh under arms, while the o5cial records 
in the War Department show that the number of Confederates 
captured by our troops was 476,169, or nearly half a million, and 
this is not taking into account the large number known to have 
thrown away their arms and returned to their homes, without the 
formality of a surrender and parole. While we had such a large 
number of Confederate prisoners some one was back in Dixie 
doing "powerful" fighting. Who was it? Could it have been 
that gallant force of women and children under Jeffereon Davie 
that was found OD the 10th of May, 1865, in the "last ditch" 
near I~-winsville, Ga? 

The greatest percentage of prison mortality waa at Ander- 
sonville, where the suffering seemed to be inflicted with a wanton- 
ness that was a diegrace to civilization. Even Confederate 
humanity, when shorn of its malice, protested against it. 
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Upon the occasion of General Winder being relieved from 
duty in Richmond and ordered to Andersonville, the Richmond 
Examiner said: ' 6  Thank God that Richmond is at last rid of 
old Winder, but God have mercy upon those to whom he ha8 
been sent." It  would appear that the Esamiaer coneidered that 
there wse no other source of mercy, in the Confederacy, for our 
men who were suffering as prisoners of war. 

The Confederate authorities reported Andereonville ae a 
" healthy looality, plenty of pure good water, a running stream, 
and, if possible, shade trees, and in the immediate neighborhood 
of grist and saw mills." They also claim that the food iosued to 
the prisoners there was the same in quantity and quality as that 
issued to their own eoldiera who were the guard, that tihe cause of 
those who euffered from insul3aiency of food waa because they 
traded it for whiskey and tobacco, and that one great cause of 
the unusual mortality was that the prisonera themeelves " mani- 
fested a moat abominable disregard of all sanitary regulatione." 
They also alleged that our government was wholly indifferent to 
the suffering8 of ita own men who were prisonera of war, and re- 
fused to enter into negotiatione for exchange. Such statementa, 
at one time, gained considerable credence among the prbonera 
who were not acquainted with the circumstancee. In the flret 
place, the Confederatea demanded an equal exchange of all pris- 
onere, man for man, and ofllcer for oltlcer of like grade, all the 
surplus held by our government to be released on parole. I t  had 
been the practice of the Confederate government to declare 
paroled prisoners exchanged where none had been given up from 
their prison pens. This was notably the w e  with tJme who 
surrendered to General Grant at Vicksburg, nearly all of whom 
were found again in the Confederate army before having been 
properly exchanged. Such breaches of faith had taught the Fed- 
eral authorities a lesson. The Confederates finally modified their 
request so far as to ask for an equal exchange man for man, but 
even this gave them an immense advantage, as fully seventy-5ve 
per cent of their men would return in good physical condition, to 
again take the field at  once, while not ten per cent of our men 
returning from Andersonville would be able to take the field for 
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weeks, or perhaps monthe, and not more than one-half of them 
were eyer able to return to duty. 

The question of exchange ie beyond our province. The war 
is over and we have no desire to rake up the horrom of it aiew or 
to tear open the wounds that time has healed. It should be the 
duty of those who battled for our country to treaeure only those 
feelings of charity and fraternity, which permit us to remember 
the gall of bitterneee as only the dregs of cruel war, and some- 
thing we cannot think of with pleasure, and would, therefore, 
gladly forget. We fought for the restoration of our Union, and to 
bring these people back into it again. After having accomplished 
this at a great sacrifice, let us not taunt them with their defeat or 
the wrongs they committed at a time when the bitter paesions of 
war roso to such a higb pitch. In order to carry on a war there 
must of neceesity be a bitter feeling coupled with a tlrm belief in 
the justice of the cause. Without this there could be no war. 

The Federal soldier can rejoice in the great victory won and 
can afford to bury all feeling8 of animosity in eternal oblivion. 
The Confederate soldier, too, has reason to rejoice in a reunited 
country and can feel a juet pride in his gallant record upon many 
a bloody field. But his deeds were those of an American and as 
euch we are proud to eee them written upon the pages of Ameri- 
can history. There are a few yet who still love to cherish a 
sentiment for the L L  Lost Cause," as it forms a eort of romantic 
halo around the memories of the past. If the prize for which 
they so gallantly contended were offered them now, without a 
single eacrifice, we believe they would spurn it with contempt and 
stand up manfully and loyally for the old flag. 

I t  ie natural for them, as well ae for ue, to treasure the memory 
of past aeeociatione which will ever remain dear to them. Hav- 
ing deprived them of their cause we do not seek to rob them of 
the memories which clueter around their gallant achievemente. . 
On many occasions the two have met since the war in a feeling of 
fraternity and friendship. We can eit down and talk over our 
old battle8 together with no feeling of animosity. 





CHAPTER XI'II. 

REGIMENTAL REUNIONS. 

Still one in llfe and one in death, 
One In the hope of rest above : 

One in  0111- joy, our trust, our faltli, 
One in each other's faithful love." 

URING our long association, it is not strange that 
some unpleasant incidents arose to disturb the hnr- 
rnony of our relations, where injustice was done 
and erroneous judgments made. Such was but the 

n~tura l  result of the bringing together of so many men 
from different sections, with different dispositions, under 
new and strange conditious, and where the majority had 

not known each other before. The Fifty-Seventh was no different 
in this respect from other regiments ; but all this has long since 
been buried with the dead past and we And no pleasure in calling 
it again to mind. We wish to treasure only that which was good 
and right nnd which contributed to the welfare of our common 
cnuse, forgetting all else. Ties that are formed at times when 
the soills of men are stirred from their very depths, and the 
swaying passions are driven impetuously forward, through the 
breakers, in a struggle of life and death, are stronger and mole 
enduring than those formed under the ordinary conditions of 
social life. 

After the close of the war, and comrades h d  become widely 
sepamtetl, as the stirring scenes of the past presented themselres 
to our minds, theee ties became stronger and it was felt that 
something should be done to keep alive those memories which we 
had lenrned to prize so dearly. With this object in view the idea 
was conceived of forming an organization to be known as ( 6  The 
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Fifty-Seventh Regimental Aesociation," which was to meet a t  
some convenient place once each Sear to renew our old relations 
of fraternity and to keep alive that feeling of comradeship that 
,had sprung from past aeeociatione in camp and field. 

On the 6th of May, 1867, about sixty of the members of the 
old regiment met at the Bay State House in Worcester, and organ- 
ized c L  The Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts Regimental Association." 
Gen. William F. Bartlett was elected President, with one non- 
commissioned omcer from each company as Vice-Presidents. 
Lieut. George E. Priest was elected Secretary and Lieut. Charles 
H. Pinkham, Treasurer. 

A committee was appointed to formulate and report a 
preamble, which was adopted, expressing the object of the 
Association, as followe: L L  To perpetuate the memory of the 
regiment, and to bring the members together for social reunion, 
and to benefit each other bi sympathy, influence and pecuniary 
aid, when needed." An assessment of one dollar each year was 
roted upon all members which waa to be the basis of a fund for 
the benefit of the members of the Association, those unable to 
pay to be admitted free. By-laws were adopted, after which the 
meeting adjourned. 

The Second Annual Reunion was held in the city of Worces- 
ter, May 6th, 1868, when Bvt.-Maj. H. L. Swords wae elected 
President. 

The following resolutions were adopted, and ordered printed, 
on the deaths of Lieut.-Col. J. M. Tucker and Capt. John L. 
Goodwin : - 

WHEREAS, Since our last reunion, our heavenly Father has seen bt 
'to call to their tlnal reward, our comrades Col. J. M. Tucker and Capt. 
John L. Goodwln ; theref0re.b it 

Reeolred, That we sustain an irreparable loss in the death of these 
tried brothers who marched with us, fought with us and were wounded 
severely while connected with us. 

Resolved, That in this affliction we are consoled by the fact that 
they are removed forever from the danger of wounds and their suferinge 
have ceased. 

Resolved, That we remember with pleasure their bravery, ability 
and gentlemanly condoct. 



Resolved, That we offer our heartfelt sympathy to the father ~ h o  
was made proud by the gallantry of his son and the widow who cheer- 
fully gave her hueband to the cause of her country. 

The Third Annual Reunion was held in Worcester, May 6th, 
1869. Capt. Charles D. Hollis was elected President About 
thirty of the members were present who partook of a dinner at  
the Lincoln House. After renewing old associations snd remi- 
niscences of camp and field life, the Association adjourned. 

The Fourth Annual Reunion was held in Lincoln Hall, 
Worcester, on the 6th day of May, 1870. Capt. Charles D. 
Hollis was re-elected h i d e n t .  Dinner was again served at  the 
Lincoln House, and after a pleasant intercourse the Association 
adjourned. 

The Fifth Annual Reunion was held at  the Lincoln House, 
May 6th, 1871. Dinner was served as usual, after which some 
time was spent in recounting old scenes of field and camp. Capt. 
Charles D. Hollis was again re-elected President by acclamation. 

The Sixth Annual Reunion was held in Lincoln Hall, 
N70rcester, May 6th, 1872. Capt. George E. Barton was elected 
President. Letters were read from Generals Burnside and 
Hartlett expressing their sympathies with the objects of the 
reunions and regrets that previous engagements would not permit 
of their being present. A generous sum was uubscribed to aid in 
the erection of a memorial tablet over the grave of the late GOY. 
,John A. Andrew, at  Hingham. After partaking of an excellent 
dinner, some time was devoted to social reunion and renewal of 
the old ties of friendship. 

The Seventh Anuual Reunion wa8 held in Lincoln Hall, 
Worcester, May 6th, 1873. At the business meeting, Brt.-blaj. 
John H. Cook was elected President. Many letters were read 
from absent members who were unable, from Various causes, to 
be present. Measures were adopted for pleasure a t  future re- 
unions and to awaken a greater interest in the welfare and per- 
petuity of the Association. The deaths of Commissary Sergeant 
David F. Lawry and George R. Edgecomb were reported, and 
resolutions adopted as follows : - 



WHEREAS, We have, on this day of our reunion, received the sad 
intelligence of the deaths of our comrades 1)avid F. Lawry rrnd George H. 
Edgecomb ; therefore, be it 

Resolcetl, That we, as an association, and as comrades, rvhile teati- 
fying our regard for our late comrades, both as brothers and soltilere, d o  
tender our heartfelt sympatlly to their bereaved families, feeling assnred 
that what in  their loss will be our comrades' gain. 

Resolved, That a copy of these rerolutlons be forwarded to the 
families of the deceased. 

I t  was decided to hold the nest  annual reunion as a picnic 
party a t  Lake Quinsigamond, on the 30th of Jnly, in cornmemo- 
ration of the battle a t  the explosion of the mine before Peters- 
burg, Va. 

The Eighth Annual Reunion was accordingly held up011 the 
shores of the beautiful Lake Quinsigamond, near Worcester, 
July 30th, 1874. Bvt.-Maj. John H. Cook was re-elected Presi- 
dent. The attendance was larger thau at  any former reunion. 
The dinner at  the Quinsigamond House reminded the comrndes of 
what they had been accustomed to in the fleld, and wae regarded 
as a success in that direction, and probably helped to bring back 
old associations when the commissary department was not in 
good working order. 

After pal-taking of rations a social meeting was held in a 
grove near the house. Addresses were delivered by Captains 
Cook and Priest, and a very nppropriate little poem read by 
Dr. Heath. After singing *(Auld Lang Syne," the comrades 
returned to Worcester by the narrow gauge railroad, where, after 
handshakings, they separated. 

The Ninth Annual Reunion was held in the city of Fitch- 
burg, July 30th, 1875, by invitation of members of Company F. 
Captain Lawrence received the comrades in behalf of the conlpauy 
in a Very appropriate address of welcome, which was eloquently 
responded to by Brt.-Maj. John H. Cook. The welcome nt Fitch- 
burg was a cordial one and the generous hospitality extended the 
visiting comrades was one greatly appreciated ancl long to be 
remembered. 

No town or city in Massnchusetts excelled Fitchburg iu her 
unswerving loyalty and devotion to the I'nion during the war. 
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This reunion will long be remembered as one of the most pleasant 
in the history of the regiment. The whole city seemed to catch 
the spirit of fraternity which these men had met to perpetuate. 

Upon this occasion Chaplain Dashiell delivered a very elo- 
quent and touching addrese upon Our Dead and Their Claims 
upon Us." He very ably followed the regiment through the 
various battles in which it participated and paid a fitting tribute 
to those brave and loyal men who answered their country's call 
and laid down their lives in its defence, mentioning the names of 
Chandler, Doherty, Howe, Dresser, Cheney, Bowman, Rescott, 
Murdock, Coe and several of the enlisted men. 

Among other things, he spoke of the important duty that 
would devolve upon the historian of the Fifty-Seventh Afassa- 
chusetta, in preeen-ing the record of that gallant old regiment and 
the reliant deeds of those who made it. We, the historian, feel 
the importance of such a task which we know all are anticipating, 
yet to do the subject justice, requires a pen wielded with more 
than human power and eloquence. Not one, from the highest 
ofllcer down to the private soldier, who sacrificed his life upon the 
altar of his country, but merita a volume larger than this, which 
is only a small exponent of what is due tliem. The memory of 
their deeds is immortal. 

The following resolution was adopted : - 
WHEREAS, The names of Comrades James 11. Holland, Jalnes Welch, 

John E. Grout and Luther C. IIawkins have been stricken from the 
muster roll on earth, and added to our larger one above ; 

Reeulred, That we remember with pleavure thklr good record, that 
we regret their transfer and sympathize with their monrnioy relatives. 

Bvt.-Bfaj. John H. Cook was again re-elected President. A 
vote of thanks was extended to the members of Company F for 
their hospitality and to Chaplain Dashiell for his able address. 
I t  was voted to hold the next reunion in Boston. After sil~ging 
b &  Auld Lang Syne " the member8 dispersed. 

The Tenth Annual Reunion was held in the city of Boston, 
July 30th, 1876. Upon this occasion a deviation was made from 
the ordinary couree and the steam yacht Emily was chartered to 
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sail down the harbor and around the lovely little islands which 
stud it like jewels in a crown. A business meeting was held on 
the downward trip, in which Capt. George E. Priest was elected 
President for the ensuing year. 

Resolutions of regret were adopted that the illness of General 
Bartlett prevented his being present and for the deaths during the 
previous year of Frank Wellman and Cephae Pasco. 

After cruising along Nantasket beach, a stop was made st 
Long Island, where dinner wae served a t  the hotel. Upon the 
return trip a stop was made a t  Fort  Warren to leave Colonel 
Randol, U.S. Army, who was a guest of the Association. Boston 
mas reached just after dark. The comrades joined hands in an 
unbroken circle, and after singing Burns' immortal 4 L  Auld Lang 
Syne," adjourned, to meet again in Worcester, July SOth, 1877. 

The Eleventh Annual Reunion wae held in Woi-cester ns per 
previous adjournment, July 30th, 1877. The attendance waa 
unusually large and matters of interest considered, the greatest 
of which was that of the death of General Bartlett. As we have 
already uoticed thc eulogies that were pronounced in honor of his 
memory, we will not repent them. The following resolutions 
were adopted : - 

WHEREAS, God, in His providence, has removed from us our old 
commander and friend, Gen. William Francis Bartlett, we, the survirinp 
members of the Fifty-Seventh Massachilsetts Volunteers, in reunion 
assembled, do therefore, 

Resolre, That the approbation that attaches to his name is war- 
ranted by a character and career not less brilliant than the patriotism 
that inspired i t ;  that as a soldier his name stands sgnonyrnous with pure 
patriotism, loyalty to duty and dignifled and unflinching bravery, and as 
a man he possessed the clual~ties that made an estimable citizen and a 
sincere and estee~ued friend. 

Resolred, That whatever of honor associates itself with the record 
of the Fifty-Seventh Regiment, was in no slnall part the inspiration of 
his character and example, and we clalm a just pride in recording the 
fact that Ile was our commander. 

Rrsolred, That we mourn his loss with profound and abiding 
grief, and cherish his nlen~ory with fond esteem and deep affection ; 
and. reluctantly intruding the circle of domestic grief, we delicately 
I)at tenderly cstend our sympathy to wife, children and parents, and 
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ask that the tears of his old soldiera may mingle with thelre upon his 
grave. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to hie 
famlly and to hls parents, and that they be entered upon the records of 
the Aesociation. 

Bvt.-Maj. John H. Cook then spoke upon the reeolutions 
and delivered a lengthy address in eulogy ef General Bartlett, 
speaking in eloquent language of the love and honor which the 
surviving comrades bore their old commander, and gave a brief 
sketch of his life and military service, of his great magnanimity 
towards those who had been in arms against our country, and 
showing the esamples of his life and spotless character to be 
worthy of emulation, saying : " Such men can never die. The 
grave may swallow up that whicb we know of form and feature, 
but behind will remain forces and tendencies whicb they set in 
motion, which will forever grow and multiply. For erery tear 
that falls on graves like his, some good is born, some virtue grows 
to walk the earth and bless it with its presence. Though dead, 
he speaks, and future generations are his audiences." 

Chaplain A. H. Dashiell also paid a very beautiful tribute to 
his memory, and spoke of the great love he bore for him as a 
personal friend. 

H. F. Chandler of Lawrence was elected President for the 
ensuing year, after which the company broke up with the familiar 
strains of Auld Lang Syne." 

The Twelfth Aunual Reunion was held at Westboro, July 
30th, 1878. The business meeting was held in the rooms of the 
\iTestboro Reform Club. Bvt.-Maj. John H. Cook was again 
elected President. Letters were read from absent members re- 
gretting their inability to be present. A letter was read from 
J. B~rrinerd Hall announcing the death of Capt. George E. Barton, 
which took place in the city of Worcester, Wednesday, May 29th, 
1878, and communicating to the Association the resolutions 
adopted by the members in Worcester of the 51st and 57th regi- 
meuts at a meeting held by them to take action in reference to his 
death and funeral, and recommending that they be entered upon 
the recoids, which reco~nmendation was adopted. The resolu- 
tions were as follows : - 
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W~rrrans, We, the members of the 6let and 67th regiment8 of 
Massachusetts Volunteers, have heard of the tlnal muster-out of our old 
comrade and friend George E. Barton, late Sergeant-Major of the 51st 
and Captain of the 67th; therefore be it 

Resolved, That me, his associates in the camp, on the march, in the 
field ancl the hospital, cherish hls memory a8 an affectionate comrade i n  
arms, a brave soldler, loyal to  his country and comrades and of unfllnch- 
ing bravery in the hour of danger. 

Resolved, That we tender our heartfelt sympathy to his bereaved 
family, to his aged mother, who has been the silent author of so many 
kind acts to the soldiers in her boy's command, and to his brothers, who 
have, in every sense of the word, been the soldiers' true friends. 

Resolued, That we send a floral tribute to be placed upon the casket. 
that we attend the funeral in a body, and that a copy of these resolutions 
be sent to his family. 

Dinner was served at the Westboro House. The place of 
meeting for the following year was left to the offlcers of the 
Association. 

The Thirteenth Annual Reunion was again held at Fitchburg, 
July Both, 1879. Maj. E. P. Gould was elected President for the 
en~uing year. After the business meeting letters were read 
from absent members. Resolutions were again adopted by the 
Association in relation to the death of Captain Barton. R\-t.-Maj. 
John H. Cook then paid the following tribute to his memory : - 

b b  I cannot let this occasion pass without expressing in nlg 
poor way my feelings in regnrtl to these resolutions and the 
decensed comrade to whom tiley refer. My association with the 
regiment was so short and didjointed, that I could not well, from 
out my own recollections, weave the thread of his life into n con- 
nected historical recital. I t  is not my purpose to relate the story 
of his life, but to briefly speak of him as a comrade n~id 11 warm 
personal friend. The period of my military aesociation with him 
was short, co\-ering only the winter at Camp Wool, together with 
tile time intervening between the battle of June 17th, 1864, and 
the 2lst of the following month. 

L L  During the winter at Camp Wool hc wns one of my most 
intimnte associates, and during my brief service in the field he 
was my bunkmate, and the nearest and dearest of a11 my com- 
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rades. To say that I loved him would but poorly espress the 
emotions of my heart. I loved him dearly, and rather as a 
brother than as a comrade. I can recall no army comrade who 
shared my confidence and love to a larger extent than did he, 
and I believe it was all reciprocated by him. Nor did this attach- 
ment end with the ending of our military association, but con- 
tinued till his death. 

A8 a comrade 1 remember him as a brave soldier and a 
kind and generous companion ; as a friend he was constant and 
affectionate. His native qualities were of that character which 
go to make a noble manhood. His presence, even in the darkest 
hours, was always a ray of sunlight. However dark the situation, 
whatever clouds obscured the sky, in sickness or in health, he waa 
always the same bright sunny self. 

" I desire to speak of one quality he possessed to an extraor- 
dinary degree. I allude to the amiability of his character. He 
mas of the most loving temperament. Who of you ever knew 
him to be in an angry mood? Presuming on our intimate friend- 
ship, I have often chided him, even to harshness, for some real 
or fancied error I thought was his, but even when a sense of jus- 
tice nfight have prompted him into angry retort, he would, with a 
joke and cheery laugh, pass it off as unworthy of resentment. 
He was a person of whom it might be said that to know him was 
to love him. 

" Another noble quality in him was frankness; and I might 
almost eay that this characteristic was so prominent as to be his 
besetting sin. Hypocrisy found no abiding place in him. His 
life was an open book to be read by all who chose to read. 
Whatever hie actions or conduct, he never shut them from the 
light of day. To deny that his life had errors, would be to deny 
his humanity and our right to fellowship with him. But whatever 
they may hare been, over them all I draw a mantle of charity. 

L k F a r  be it from me to sit in judgment over him or you. 
Ringing down through nearly nineteen centuries, I hear that 
command Judge not lest ye be judged,' and I say my life's t& 
short, my time too scarce and I'm too wicked to sit in judgment 
on my fellow-men. But that he and you had and have virtues, I 
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shall pause to note, content that God knows the chaff and wheat, 
and that His tender mercy in the time to come, will winnow out 
the golden grains for the eternal husbandry of heaven. Farewell, 
sweet, gentle spirit; you were not perfect till death made you so ; 
you had your share, no more, of human errors, but death has 
freed thee. You will never meet us here again, but a green and 
loving memory shall ever mark thy presence with us. Never 
more will Auld Lang Syne ' be sung, but there will come to us a 
note of sadness in its strains, for the voice of our chorister, who, 
joining hands, led off with the melody of a happy heart, is hushed 
forever. 

" And now, one more word to you, my comrades. Let us 
not in the hour of sadness forget that it has ita admonitions also. 
I little thought two years ago, when in IVorcester, I bade our 
comrade goodby, I next should see his straightened form 
cofilned for the grave. Who was there then among us who had 
apparently greater hopes for a long and happy life? But another 
star has fallen and he is gone. Another chair is vacant at our 
board never to be filled. Today we commence another year 
whose closing is beyond mortal ken. What events nre confined 
within its borders we cannot tell. In the ordering of nature; we, 
too, shall paas along down to that shore that men call death and 
cross over to the other side. Being ever milldful that rta we push 
this anniversary day forward into the future our members will 
decrease, let us resolve, that as our little circle narrows down, 
through the memolies of those that hare gone before, we will , 

grow in fraternal love and fellowship each for one another." 
The Fourteenth Annual Reunion was held at  the Bay State 

House, in the city of Worcester, June l'ith, 1880. About thirty- 
five members were present. At the business meeting F. hl. 
Hnrrington of Northboro was chosen President, and the following 
resolutions adopted in relation to comrades who had died during 
the previous gear : - 

. Resolved, That we have heard with sorrow of the deaths during the 
past gear of C o ~ ~ ~ r n d e s  \\'niter R. Foster of IVorcester, of Company H, 
David N. Chapin of \I-estboro, of Company U, George Wellman of New 
York City, of Company 11, hIichael O'Donnell of Fitchburg, of Co~lipaup 
F and Jnmcs H Raymontl of Worcester, all of the Flftg-Seventh. 
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Resolved, Tbat in these men we found brare soldiers, tried com- 
rades and good citizens, and we ~incerely mourn their departure 
from us. 

Resolved, That these resolotions be entered upon the records of the 
Ascloclation, and copies sent to the families of the deceased. 

Letters were read from absent members and, after the usual 
proceedings, the Association adjourned. 

The Fifteenth Annual Reunion was held at the Bay State 
House in Worcester, June 17th, 1881. , I n  the absence of the 
President, J .  Brainerd Hall was chosen President pro tern. 
The usual number were present. After an informal meeting the 
Association marched to Rural Cemetery and decorated the grave8 
of deceased comrades. 

Subiequently at a business meeting the following resolution 
wae adopted : - 

Resolved, That the Assodation has heard with unfelgned eorrom of 
the deaths during the past year of Lieut. Henry M. Ide and Comrade 
William A. Moore, and here record a high estimate of their services as  
soldiers, and tender our sincere sympathy to bereaved friends. 

At  the business meeting, after dinner, F. M. Harrington of 
Northboro wae re-elected Preeident. The time and place of the 
next meeting was left to the offlcers. 

The Sixteenth Annual Reunion wae held in Grand Army 
Hall, Worcester, June l i th ,  1882, and was well attended. The 
secretary announced the following deaths in the Association 
during the year: John Teague, July let, 1881, and Warren 
Grimes of Salem, about May 18th, 1882. Resolutions of respect 
to their memory were adopted. F. M. Harrington wae again 
re-elected President. 

The Serenteenth Annual Reunion wes held at the Unitid 
States Hotel, Worcester, June l7th, 1888. About seventy-flve 
members of tqe two organizations (57th and 59th) were preeent. 
The time wae pleasantly spent in reminiscences of army life and 
personal incidente both serioue and ludicrous. 

The deaths during the previous year were reported of Lieut. 
James Peacock of \Vorceeter, Comrade8 Amass B. Bemis of 
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Springfield and Augustus J. Trussell. Resolutions in honor of 
their memory were adopted. 

A roll of houor of those who enlisted from the Universalist 
Sunday school of Worcester was exhibited by Comrade Charles 
Goodwin, brother of John L. Goodwin, who is an honorary mem- 
ber of the Association, containing the following names of those of 
the Sunday school who enlisted in the Fifty-Se~enth and gave 
their lives for their country, viz. : Capt. John L. Goodwin, Sergt. 
William E. Park, Corp. Henry L. Park, Walter R. Foster and 
Charles E. Young. A poem, composed for the occasion by 
Dr. Heath of Lee, was read by him. Bvt.-Maj. John H. Cook 
of Boston was elected President. , After voting to hold the next 
reunion in Worcester the Association adjourned. 

The Eighteenth Annual Reunion was held in Temperance 
Hall, Worcester, June 15th, 1884. The reunion was attended by r 
number of distinguished individuals, both civic and military. The 
President, Bvt.-Maj. John H. Cook, called the attention of com- 
rades to the necessity of making a greater effort to bring out r 
larger attendance and all were called upon to report, as far as 
known, the addresses of the surviving members of the Association 
and more especially to report the death of any member, in order 
that a record of it could be made. I t  was hoped that in this wag 
a roster could be made which would be approximately correct. 

During the previous winter a circular had been sent to each 
member asking him to send to the Secretary the name and address 
of each known comrade. The circular did not receive the attention 
it merited and but few replies were made. More was accom- 
plished through an extended correspondence with various G.A.R. 
Posts, olllcers of towns and large personal correspondence. This 
involved extra expense and funds for the purpose were subscribed. 
Captain Priest made great efforts, and, to a certain extent, was 
successful. 

An adoption of by-laws was recommended for the direction 
of the Association, as a relief to the oficers, and to prevent the 
unwarranted and injudicious use of the name of the Association. 
Erents often occur requiring prompt action, the death of members, 
etc. Major Cook spoke with much feeliug of the tragic death of 



REOXMENTAL REUNIOSB. 367 

Captain Lawrence, nVho was lost on the City of Cotumbtcs, and 
Brevet-Major Hitchcock gave a brief sketch of his life. Resolu- 
tions were adopted in honor of his memory, also three others 
whose deaths hacl been reported, viz. : Capt. John W. Sanderson, 
Amos A. Dodge and Asa D. Burleigh, the latter from the effects 
of a wound received in the battle of the Wilderness. He was n 
brave soldier of Company E;, a genial companion and an upright 
mnn. Flowers were contributed for the tables from the grounds 
of IIon. Stephen Salisbury, in memory of the late Capt. George E. 
Barton. There was also e large basket of flowers in memory of 
deceased comrades who went from the Unirers~list Sunday school. 

After dinner a committee WRS appointed to visit the graves 
of the deceased members who are buried in Worcester and these 
flowers were placed upon them. 

Dr. W. V. White of h'ew York then delivered an address on 
the " Surgeon's Report of Incidents on the March from Alexan- 
dria to Burke's Station, Va.," relating incidents and giving sta- 
tistics of battle losses. He spoke of the courage required of men 
who mere ordered from duty in the rear to the front while the regi- 
ment wns in front of Petersburg. 6 L  Between the 17th and 30th 
of June it was considered almost a sentence of death to be sent 
to the front, but not a single man of the Fifty-Seventh ever 
faltered." 

The following poem, composed by Dr. Charles E. Heath, was 
then read by him : - 

Map we all remember that time's footsteps fly 
Swiftly; the years quickly roll 
Far into the past, and back as a scroll 
They fade away as a vlslon of the night 
That vanishes ere the coming of llght ; 
For ere the bright sun makes the glimmer of dawn, 
All the bright visions of dreamla~~d are gone. 

Then let us be doi~lg as onward we're whirled, 
Bg the swlft rolllng years, along in the world : 
Mag rve remember, and take earnest heed, 
To get lots of f u n  and our share of feed. 
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Then came a n  address, " T h e  Day  We Celebrate," by a p t .  
Frederick Cochrane of the 59th, in which he  vividly described t h e  
preparations for  and  the charge of the Firs t  Brigade. A oom- 
mittee was appointed t o  d ra f t  a constitution and  by-laws, to be  
reportecl a t  the nex t  reunion. Capt. Frederick Cochrane w a s  
unanimously elected President for  the ensuing year, a n d  finally 
this, one of the most interesting reunions since the organization 
was established, closed by all joining in singing 6 6  Marching 
through Georgia." 

T h e  Nineteenth Annual  Reunion was held in Temperance 
Hall, Worcester, J u n e  l i t h ,  1883. Bvt.-Maj. John  H. Cook, 
in behalf of the committee that  had been appointed to draft 
constitution and  by-laws, reported the following : - 

I'BEAMBLE. 

To preserve the assoclatione, attachments and memories of our  
army life; to  guard with jealous prlde and care the honor and glory of 
our regiment; to strengthen and perpetuate the fraternal tles that bind 
us together; to assist, as we may be able, such of our comrades as  are in 
need; and to the end that we may keep in the minds of later generations 
the sacrldces made to establish and perpetuate the prlnclples for  which 

'we fought, we, the surviving members of the 67th and 59th Regiments 
Massachusetts Volunteers, both for ourselves and in tender and lorilig 
memory of our deceased comrades, do unlte ourselves In a common 
organizatlon and establish the follomlng rules for our guldance and 
government : - 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

NAVE. 

This organizatlon shall be known as the 67th and 69th Regiments 
Association. 

ARTICLE 11. 

MEMBERS. 

Every person formerly a member, in whatever capacity, of the 67th 
and 59th Regiments Jlassachusetts Volunteers, shall be ellgible to mem- 
bershlp and entltled to all rights and prlvlleges, subject only to such 
rules as may be hereafter adopted. 

Honorary membership may be allowed, but only on a two-thirds 
vote of a11 members present a t  a regular meetlng; but no person 
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granted an honorary membershlp shall be allowed to vote on any matter 
coming before the busiuess meetings of the Association, nor shall they 
be permitted to  hold any of the omces enumerated in the succeeding 
artlcle. 

ARTICLE 111. 
OFFICER8. 

The officers of the Assoclation shall be as follows: a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, Quartermaster, Adjutant, Sergeant-Major and 
Finance Committee of three; and these oftlcers, in a corporate capacity, 
shall constitute and be known as the " Board of Administration." 

ARTICLE IV. 
OFYICRRS, HOW SELECTRD. 

The President, Vice-Presidents, Quartermaster, Sergeant-Major 
and Flnance Committee, shall be chosen by ballot a t  the annual meeting 
of the Association, and the Adjutant shall be appointed by the President. 

ARTICLE V. 
DUTIEU OF OPIICERB. 

Prddent. The Preeldent shall preside a t  all meetings of the Aeso- 
ciation and enforce it8 rules. He shall approve all bills before payment, 
but only after the same have been audlted and properly certlfled by the 
Finance Committee. 

Vice-Bmfdents. Either of the Vice-Presidents may act au Presldent 
in the absence of that oficer, hut if neither of them are present the 
A~lsoclation may elect a President pro tempore. 

Qunrtermiauter. It shall be the duty of the Quartermaster to take 
,charge of the funds of the Assoclatlon, and his honor as  a man and a 
aoldler shall be a sumcient bond for hls falthfnl performance of duty. 
He shall receive all moneys from whatever source and shall disburse the 
same, but only on vouchers properly certified to  have been audlted by 
the Finance Committee and approved by the President. He shall keep, 
in a book provided for that purpose, an itemized record of all moneys 
received and disbursed, and shall make report of the same a t  each annual 
meeting of the Assodation. On the election of his successor in oftlce, 
he shall turn over t o  him a11 books and papers in hL posseselon belong- 
ing to  the Association. 

Adjutant. The Adjutant shall have charge of the correspondence 
of the Assodation, and be at  times subject to the direction of the Presi- 
dent. He shall keep, in a book provided for that purpose, the names 
end post-omce addresses of all members of the Assoclation, which list 
he shall keep as  full and correct as possible. He shall keep, iu a book 
provlded for that purpose, a copy of all communications forwarded, and 
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a Ble book in which shall be preserved all commnnicatione received, and 
upon the appointment of his successor in office, ehall turn over to him 
a11 books and papers in hls possession belonglng to the Association. 

SergeantMNor. The Sergeant-Major shall have charge of the rec- 
ords of the Association. He ehall be present a t  each business meeting, 
and carefully record all its transactions. He shall keep a book provided 
for that purpose, in which shall be carefully and legibly written the con- 
stitution and rules of the Association, and to which such rules, as may 
be subsequently adopted, shall be added. He shall also keep a book pro- 
vided for that purpose, in which shall be carefully written a record of 
the transactions of each meeting, the same to be read, corrected, ac- 
cepted and approved at  the next subsequent meeting, and on the election 
of his successor in ofice, shall turn over to  him all books and papers in 
his possession belonging t o  the Association. 

Fiuance C'ommitlee. I t  shall be the duty of the Finance Committee 
to levy and collect all assessments made upon members and turn the 
same iuto the hands of the Quartermaster. I t  shall also audit all bills, 
before the same are approved by the President or paid. 

Board of Adminbtration. The Board of Administration shall have 
general charge of the business amire of the Assodatlon and three of i ts  
members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The 
President ehall be chairman and the Adjutant secretary of the board. I t  
may determine the time and place of the annual meetings (when the 
same shall not have been spedtled by the Association) and may provide 
such entertainments aa may be necessary or desirable on such occasions. 
I t  shall have power to take official notice of the death or misfortune of 
any comrade, and is authorized to act for  the Association in such emer- 
gency according to its judgment, but nothing herein contained shall be 
construed as allowing it to commit the Association, or use its name In 
any business or political enterprise. 

ARTICLE VI. 
MEETINGS. 

The meetings of the Association shall be held annually. 

CONBTITUTIONAL AxENDYIKYT8. 
This constitution ehall not be altered or amended, except by a two- 

thirds vote of all present at a regular meeting, and shall not be acted on 
a t  any regular meeting.unlese a written notice, specifying the proposed 
amendment, has been given at  the regular meeting immediately preceding. 

T h e  report of the committee was accepted and the foregoing 
constitution adopted. 
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Frank W. Bullard was elected President for the ensuing 
year. Comrade E. P. Gould delivered an address on 6 L  The 
Battle of the Wilderness." The Association then adjourned to 
meet again in Worcester, June 17th, 1886. The record does not 
show that any deaths were reported. 

The Twentieth Annual Reunion was held in Worcester, June 
17th, 1886. Bvt.-Maj. John H. Cook presented a design for a 
regimental badge and submitted a sample which was adopted. 
I t  consists of a black and blue enamel knapsack, with gold 
trimmings, the number of the regiment in the centre and a Ninth 
Army Corps badge attached to a red ribbon, the color of the First 
Division of the corps. H. F. Chandler of ~awrenc'e was chosen 
President. The deaths of comrades Isaac A. Woodcock of 
Worcester and Charles Timon of Brooklyn, N.T., both of the 
Fifty-Seventh, were reported, and the following reeolution was 
adopted : - 

WHEREAS, It has pleased our Heavenly Father to remove from our 
ranks below lnto the grand army above, our comrades Charles Timon 
and Isaac A. Woodcock, 

Resolved, That we recognize them as faithful soldlers, true to thelr 
country, and that we extend to the families of the deceased our sym- 
pathy In thelr hour of bereavement. 

After voting to hold the next reunion on the battlefield of 
Petersburg, Va., the Association adjourned. 

The Twenty-first Annual Reunion was held at the Albemarle 
Hotel, Petersburg, Va., May 6th, 1887. 

At the business meeting Bvt.-Capt. Charles H. Pinkham of 
Worcester was re-elected President. 

This reunion was a new departure from any of the previous 
ones. It had been arranged for an excursion to the old battle- 
fields of Virginia. The excursion Was not contined to the Fifty- 
Seventh Massachusetts alone, but the other regiments from this 
State that participated in the battles in Virginia were invited to 
join. The party was made up of about one hundred veterans. 
Proceeding first to Petemburg, they visited places made historical 
by their association with the long siege and bloody battles fought, 
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in that vicinity. The battlefields of Cold Harbor, Spottsylvania 
Court House, Wilderness, Fredericksburg and Chencellorsville 
were visited, as well as Libby Prison and pointe of interest 
around Richmond. The party returned by way of Washington, 
Baltimore and Fortress Monroe, making short stops at each 
place. 

The National Cemetery at Arlington was one of the places 
visited. At Fortress Monroe, Col. John C. Tidball, U.S. Army, 
the oflcer in commapd, extended every courtesy to the visitors. 
The itinerary covered several days and was enjoyed by all, not 
only as one of pleasure, but as a means of bringing together, in 
friendly relations, those who fought on opposite sides. Space 
will not permit a detailed account, although the eigniflcant 
features of it would make an interesting volume, the most 
remarkable being the reception and cordial greeting given to the 
" Yankees " by the a Johnnie Rebs." Those who had once been 
deadly enemies, met again face to face upon the old historic 
battle-grounds, and recounted incidents and adventures with a 
genuine feeling of fraternal love, not by descendants, but by 
those who had been actual participants, and etruggled, through 
flelde of blood, for the mastery. 

Seldom in the world'e history has such a scene been wit- 
neeeed. When the two armies were grappling in a death struggle 
along down between Washington and Richmond, could the veil 
that hides the future have been removed and this picture preeented 
to view, there would have been a sudden transformation from 
ghastly battlefields to the pleasant paths of peace. We briefly 
notice a few incidente. 

One of the Petereburg papers of May 3d, 1887, publishes the 
following in its columns : 

Once again is Petersburg captured by a northern host. 
This time, however, she opposes no resistance, but surrenders 
unconditionally to 4 our friends, the enemy,' The Massachusetts 
veterans, who arrived last evening, came in light marching older, 
but we shall be much surprised, if when they come to leave, they 
will not find themeelves weighted down with chains : the chains 
of fraternal friendship; ench link of which is forged out of the 
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warm regard that the honest ' Reb ' feels for the honest Yank.' 
We bid our Alassachusetts friends most hearty welcome to the 
old Cockade City." 

The Union Veterans were met at the railroad depot by the 
Petersburg Artillery, the Petei~burg Grays and a number of 
Confederate veterans. A salute of twenty-four guns was flred in 
honor of the visitors, who were then escorted by the military, not 
to Libby or Belle Isle, but to the Albermarle Hotel, where a 
sumptuous repast was awaiting them, viands that would have 
ma& the hungry Confederate mouths water in that memorable 
winter of 1865. 

Upon arriving at the hotel, an address of welcome was deliv- 
ered by Gen. Stith Bolling, which is not only worthy a place in 
this history, but the loyal sentiment expressed is as worthy of 
lasting memory as any ever uttered by a patriotic American. He 
spoke briefly as follows : - 

" Major Cook and visitors from Maseachusetta : On behalf 
of the ex-Confederate soldiers of Petersburg, and as citizens of a 
common country, I am glad to greet your presence, veterans of 
the Union army, and welcome you to our midst, with assurances 
of admiration for the value of the arms you bore, and the sincerity 
with which we respect and bear honest allegiance to a restored 
Union. The scenes of strife which you come to renew, remind 
us of the sad yet glorious history which is the heritage of the Blue 
and the Gray. The camp-fires burn no more; opposing flags are 
there no longer to deflne the lines of hostile armies. The flag of 
the Union and of our fathers is the flag of all, forever to wave 
over the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

L L  Proud a0 are the memoriee which honorably belong to either 
side of the unhappy struggle, the heroism and courage of the 
American citizen, all are now blended in one common history of a 
reconciled people under one flag of ad indissoluble Union. As 
brother Americans, proud of the growth, prosperity and prowess 
of the American nation and true to its hopes and to its destiny, 
we greet and welcome you to Petersburg." 

Major Cook responded as follows : ''General Bolling, and 
Johnnies,' and citizens of Petersburg : While we did not come 



here .to make speeches, but rather to see sad scenes made holy by 
the blood of comrades, I would be poor, indeed, in language if I 
did not find words to express the gratitude we feel for this kind 
and hospitable reception. We came here twenty-three years ago 
and met with a warm reception from shot and shell, and now it 
looks as if you would kill us with your kindnees. I know I but 
echo the feelings of every one when I say we feel deeply gratified 
for this flattery and kind reception." 

At the conclusion of Major Cook's remarks, three musing 
cheers were given for the Bostonians, who returned the compli- 
ment by three hearty cheers for the "Johnnies." 

How often do we see the familiar qilotation from IIilton 
demonstrated : - 

Peace hath her vlctorles, 
No less renowned than war." 

The remembrance of this trip to Petersburg will erer be 
remembered with pleaslire by the recipients of generous Sonth- 
ern hospitality. The morning following the arrival in Petersburg, 
a visit was made to the old trenches and lines of fortifications, 
now partially levelled, and in some places overgrown by trees, 
in others under cultivated fields, or smiling with flowers that 
shed a fragrance speaking of peace and good-will. The gal- 
lant General Mahone, of Confederate fame, accompanied the 
part,y. At the cmter, made memorable by the disastrous battle 
of July 30th, 1864, he made an address descriptive of it as seen 
from the Confederate side; he was present and took au actire 
part. He said : - 

b L  I at once estimated that you must have at least three thou- 
sand men there. I was coming up with two brigades of about 
one thousand. At first I took it that you were coming 
across the heights of Petersburg, and it appeared that if you 
did it was the end of this unpleasantness, for we could not hare 
gotten away. I felt we were goue up.' We could not have got- 
ten off a piece of artillery, and the infantry could only have 
scampered back. Yes, I was much concerned, for I thought 
we were ' goue up.' I dared not leave this hill, for I was sure 
you woulcl pick me off. After a time, your liues moved forward 
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irregularly. I then had the Virginia hriiade in line, and they 
advanced. 

$ 6  The Georgia brigade was aleo in position. We met and 
went forward ' pel1 me11 ' and broke the lines at the crater. The 
Georgia brigade tried to take about fifty feet of the lines which 
you held on the left, but could not. Later on, an Alabama brig- 
ade took that line. After that came the white flag from the pit of 
the crater and we took one thousand and one Federal prisoners. 
Among them was Gen. William F. Bartlett, who went into the 
war as Colonel of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetta Regiment, and 
after the war engaged in the iron business in Richmond, Va. 

h L  Later on came the flag of truce, and then both sides came 
on the ground between the two lines and buried the dead. During 
this flag of truce word came to me from, a surgeon of some Yankee 
regiment, that he would send me a bottle of whiskey if I would like 
it. Of course, I said Yes,' and the doctor went back. Whether 
he was too slow or the time of truce expired, I do not know. I 
did not get that whiskey. I have not seen the doctor since, but 
Rome of your men owe me that bottle of whiskey." 

Dr. Whitman V. White, the former surgeon of the Fifty-, 
Seventh lfassachueette, was present and acknowledged that he 
was the one who met General Mahone and promised him the bob 
tle of whiskey, but said that the flag of truce was too quick for 
him. The record does not show whether the doctor ever fulfilled 
his promise. He soon left with General Mahone and dined with 
him. The others were also banqueted at the General's residence. 

The party also received a cordial welcome and were hospita- 
bly entertained by the citizens and ex-Confederate soldiers at 
Spottsylrania Court House and Fredericksburg. 

The veterans finally returned to Boston with a warm feeling 
for the Southern soldier and a high appreciation of Southern hospi- 
tality which they would like to reciprocate in the same fraternal 
spirit. A s  we strove for victory over then1 in the hour of battle, 
so would we now strive to equal, or, if possible, excel them in 
hospitality and brotherly love. 

The Twenty-Second Annual Reunion of the Fiftyseventh 
was held in ~ e m ~ e r a n c e '  Hall, Worcester, June IHth, 1888. At 
the business meeting Brt.-Cnpt. Charles H. Pinkham of the Fifty- 
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Seventh was again re-alected President. Bvt-Maj. John H. 
Cook presented the sons of Gen. William F. Bartlett, who 
were admitted to honorary membership, also Charles Bullard. 

Two reclolutions were offered to be acted upon a t  the next 
annual reunion. Letters were read from absent members. A 
report was made by the badge committee. After dinner sereral 
short speeches were made with pleasant references to the Virginia 
trip of the previous year. The Association adjourned to meet 
again in the city of Worcester a t  the cnll of the committee. 

The Twenty-Thircl Annual Reunion of the Fifty-Seventh was 
held in Temperance Hall, Worcester, June 26th, 1889. An 
amendment to the constitution, which was offered by Bvt.-Blaj. 
John H. Cook at the reunion of 1888, changing the name from 
the 57th and 59th" to tbe L L  Fifty-Seventh Regimental Associa- 
tion," was adopted. 

The two regiments were consolidated a short time before 
the close of the war, hence the Association was of short dura- 
tion and not as closely allied as the comradeship of the Fifty- 
Seventh. The attendance of the 59th members had been falling 

, off year by year, and they seemed to lack that e ~ r i t  cIe corps 
which always distinguished those of the Fifty-Seventh. This gare I 

occasion for the adoption of the amendment to the constitution. 
The 59th lost its identity as an organization a t  the time of 
consolidation. I 

A resolution was also adopted providing that all members of 
the 59th Massachusetts would be welcomed cordially a t  all future 1 
reunions. Upon the election of offlcers Rev. A. H. Dashiell wae 
chosen President for the ensuing year. Many letters were read 
from absent members. 

The Twenty-Fourth Annual Reunion was held in Sons of 
Veterans Hall, Worcester, June 17th, 1890. The usual reports 
of deaths and other matters of interest to the Association n-ere 
made and received proper consideration. Nothing of unusual 
interest took place. The affair was a pleasant renewal of old 
associations, reminiscences, etc. Comrade E. D. McFarland was 
chosen President. 

The Twenty-Fifth Annual Reunion was held in Pitchburg, 
Mass., June I 'ith, 1891. Letters were read in relation 6 a joint 
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. reunion of the four veteran regiments, 56th 5ith, 58th, and 
59th. After a discussion of the matter it was referred to a com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose. Resolutions of sympathy 
were adopted for Chaplain A. H. Dashiell in domestic afflict,ion. 

An excellent dinner was provided by the ladies of E. V. 
Sumner Relief Corps. witchburg hospitality was extended with 
the liberslity for which that city is justly noted, and the veterans 
were received with a most cordial welcome. After dinner inter- 
esting addresses were delivered by General Kimball and others. 
E D. McFnrland was re-elected President. 

The Twenty-Sixth Annual Reunion was held in Sons of 
Veterans Hall, Worcester, Mass., June 17th, 1892. At the 
business meeting the committee appointed to act upon the matter 
of a joint reunion of the four veteran regiments, reported that 
nothing had been accomplished toward this end. 

The following named Sons of Veterans were admitted to 
honorary memberehip, viz. : W. D. Thompson, Ehnk  Hare, 
J. Elmer Hall and the son of Comrade Barnes. Lettere were read 
from absent membere and regrets expressed at the serious illness 
reported of Bvt.-Maj:John H. Cook. 

Brief addresses were delivered by Gen. A. B. R. Sprague, 
General Pickett, Maj. E. T. Raymond and others. Comrade 
Barnes read a description of the battle before Petersburg, Va., 
June l i th ,  1864, and Homewarcl Bound." Dr. A. 0. Hitchcock 
of Fitchburg was elected President. After short and amusing 
stories and vocal music, the Association adjourned to meet again 
a t  the call of the others. 

The Twenty-Seventh Annual Reunion was held in Fitchburg, 
Mass., June l i th ,  1893. The, death of Brt.-Maj. John H. Cook 
was reported. Lieut. George E. Priest read a very touching 
and tender tribute to his memory. No death of any member of 
the Association ever sank deeper into the hearts of the comrsdes 
than this. Kone more deeply mourned and none whose loss 
would have fallen hearier upon the Association. From its I 

organization, he had taken a great interest in the annual re- 
unions and labored indefatigably to make them interesting and 
attractive, and to preserve a feeling of harmony among the mem- 
bers. I t  was largely due to his personal efforts that the excur- 
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sion to the battlefields of Virginia was made successfully. Res- 
olutions expressive of sympathy were adopted and sent to his 
bereaved and heartstricken widow, who wrote the following brief 
acknowledgment: b L I  should be lacking in gratitude, should I 
fail to thank you for the beautiful tribute mnt my beloved husband 
and your comrade. Let these few words express my deepeat 
appreciation of the kindness." 

The death was also reported of Bvt..-Capt. James H. Marshall 
and the following resolution adopted : - 

Resolved, That In the death of Comrade Marshall, the Association 
has lost one of its most cherished and valuable members. Serving 
through all the battles of the war, he was consplcnous for hls coarage 
and gallantry. After his return to civil life, he completed his college 
course which he had intermitted for the purpose of going to the war. 
He maintained a highly honorable career, being private secretary to 
Senator Dames, and dled In Washington, D.C. 

Addresses were made by Chaplain Dashiell, Surgeon w. V. 
White, Comrade Yinkham and others, eulogistic of Major Cook 
and Captain Marshall. The deaths of other comrades were 
reported which will be noticed in a following chapter. 

George W. Marsh, son of Jeremiah Marsh who was killed 
in the battle of the Wilderness, was elected an honorary member 
of the Association. The usual routiue of business was transacted 
and Comrade W. H. Whipple was elected President. 

Dinner was served by E. V. Sumner Corps of the W.R.C., the 
ladies of which graced the occasion by their presence, and lent 
n new charm to the happy reunion. They received the heartj 
and unanimous thanks of the Association. An adjournment was 
taken at 3.15 P.M. to meet again at the call of the ofllcei-s. 

The Twenty-Eighth Annual Reunion of the Association was 
held in Sons of Veterans Hall, Worcester, June 19th, 1894. 

At this reunion Comrade J. Brainerd Hall appeared with the 
National flag, that was presented to the regiment by the ladies of 

s Worcester, upon its departure for the field in April, 1864. At the 
business meeting it was roted to make all sons of veterans of the 
regiment honorary members. Comrade Priest announced that r 
college in North Carolina had conferred the honorary degree of 
D.D. upon Chaplain A. H. Dashiell. The latter was tendered 
the congratulations of the Association by a rising vote. A com- 
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mittee on resolutions for the dead was appointed which submitted 
the following : - 

The Association having heard the report of the death of our com- 
rades who have passed away since oar lest annual reunlon, and havlng 
entered their names on the roll of our honored dead, do likewise express 
our sorrow that the comrades will no longer enjoy their fellowshlp in 
our reunlons, and that their places in their homes are made vacant. 

Re~olved, That the sympathy of the Aseociatlon be conveyed to thelr 
several families and circle of friends with assurances of our sense of 
their loss to them and to us. 

Chaplain Dashiell, who had been engaged in preparing a 
history of the regiment, read what he had written and stated the 
many difilcolties he had encountered in preparing the work, such 
as ill health and the distance which he lived from the State ; and 
asked that he might be relieved from a further prosecution of the 
work, offering to contribute what he had already written and to 
assist, as far ns he was able, anyone who should undertake it. 
His request was approvcd, and a committee was appointed con- 
sisting of Capt. John Anderson, Bvt.-Capt. C. H. Pinkham, 
Chaplain A. H. Dnshiell, Lieut. George E. Priest and Comrade 
J. Brainerd Hall. The committee placed the work in the hands of 
Capt. John Anderson, who accepted the duty under the conditions 
of an act of the Massachusetts Legislature to encourage the writ- 
ing of regimental histories. 

After dinner the comrades enjoyed recalling old times and 
associations, stories m d  ehort speeches. Comrade W. H. Whipple 
was re-elected President. 

The Twenty-Ninth Annual Reunion of the Fifty-Seventh 
Regimental Association was held at  Lake Quinsigamond, Worces- 
ter, Mass., June 17th, 1896. 

There was a very good attendance, many coming from con- 
siderable distance, and the reunion was made of unusual interest 
and pleasure, and all felt that the time passed too quickly. 
 gain the occasion was graced by the presence of many ladies, 
wives and daughters of comrades, and also sons of comrades. 

The following deaths were reported, viz. : Comrades E. A. 
Bartlett, C. Harley and A. S. Allen, and the following resolution 
adopted in respect to their memory : - 
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Resolved, That we record our sense of their loss to their families 
and thetr comrades, and desire to convey our sympathy to their friends 
and our sincere prayers that they may be comforted and sustaiued in 
their bereavement. 

Remarks were made by Surgeon White, Comrade J. B. Hall 
and others, in regard to publishing the history of the regiment. 
All present seemed deeply interested in the progrese of the work 
and anxious for its publication a t  an early day. We reported 
progress, which was received with satisfaction. 

After a dinner of baked clams, several stirring and patriotic 
addresses were made; one of eloquence by Hon. A. S. Roe of 
Worcester, and one of impressive interest by the retiring Presi- 
dent, W. H. Whipple, in which he spoke with great warmth of 
past scenes, and paid an appropriate tribute to the memory of 
our departed comrades; those who have fallen in battle and 
others who have died since the close of the war. Hie words 
reached the hearta of all his hearers. 

Captain Dashiell also touched a chord in harmony with the 
sentiment of the occasion. 

Capt. John Anderson of the U.S. Army wss chosen Presi- 
dent for the ensuing year and it was voted to hold the next 
annual reunion in Worcester, June l i th ,  1896.' 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

HOW sleep the brave who slnk to reet 
By a11 their country's wishes blest? 
When spring, wlth dewy fingers cold, 
Returns to deck their hallowed mold, 
She there shall dress a sweeter sod 
Then fancy's feet have ever trod. 

By fairy hands their knell 1s rung, 
By forms unseen their dirge is song; 
There honor comes, a pilgrim gray, 
To bless the turf that wraps thelr clay, ' 

And freedom shall awhlle repalr 
To dwell a weeping hermit there." 

INCE the final muster-out and diebandment of the 
regiment many of our comrades have received their 
diecharge from the cares and duties of this life and 
have marched on to join the great majority. The 
sad, sweet notee of the bugle aounding taps frequently 

tell ue that the light of another life has dieappeared from 
mortal vision, and that we, too, are marching silently 

and swiftly on towards the bivouac of the dend. 
Among the first that were laid to reet wae Lieut.-Col. J. M. 

Tucker, who died on the 22d of June, 1866, in Boeton, Maee. 
\ 

Colonel Tucker's record was an honorable one. He flret enlisted 
as a private in the 25th Maeeachueetta and eeived as euch until 
the 16th of September, 1861, when he was discharged and com- 
miesioned 2d lieutenant in the 36th Massachusetts, from which 
regiment he resigned on ,account of ill health, on the 49th of 
July, 1863. The struggle still continued and when the call came 
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in the autumn of 1863 for more troops, young Tucker again 
responded and raised a company of one hundred young men in 
the city of Worcester, of which he was commissioned captain, 
and mustered into the United States service as the third company 
of the regiment, taking the letter H. He was promoted to major 
June 14th, and lieutenant-colonel June 15th, 1864. After the 
close of the war he was appointad colonel by brevet for gallant 
and meritorious conduct in action. He never fully recovered 
from the severe wound received in the battle of Petereburg, June 
l i th ,  1864, which greatly impaired his articulation. After hnving 
been mustered out with his regiment, he was appointed inspector 
in the Boston Custom House, which position he filled with fidelity 
and honor. He contracted a severe cold while in the discharge 
of his duties inspecting the cargo of a steamship in East Boston, 
which resulted in his death in the 26th year of his age. 

His funeral was conducted with military honors and attended 
by a large number of his former comrades and friends. 

Capt. John L. Goodwin died Nov. 2Zd, 1867, in the 27th 
year of his age, from the effects of wounds received and disease 
contracted in the service of his country. 

We have heretofore made brief mention of Captain Good- 
win's honorable and gallant service. He Arst enlisted in 1861 in 
the 25th Massachusette and served about two years. He took a 
deep interest in the organization of the Fifty-Seventh and assisted 
Colonel Tucker in raising Company H, and was commissioned 1st 
lieutenant to date from Jan. 6th, 1864, subsequently promoted to 
captain, but never mustered as such, owing to the fact that he 
was absent from the regiment wounded. 

He was wounded in the Wilderness and again in front of 
Petersburg. Previous to the war he was connected with the 
Sunday school of the Universalist church in Worcester, and is 
borne on the roll of honor as one of the many young men of his 
class who responded to their country's call in the hour of greateat 
danger, and laid down their lives in it8 defense. 

The funeral was held in the Univerealist church and was 
attended by a large number of relatives, friends, old army com- 



rades and the Masonic fraternity, of which he was a member, also 
Post No. 10, Grand Army of the Republic. 

The services were conducted by Rev. Mr. Bowles, after 
which the procession was formed and marched to Hope Cemetery, 
where the remains were placed at rest. His name added another 
to the long list which will always stand in honor of Worcester's 
patriotic sons. 

His was the great privilege of seeing the war close with the 
Union army victorious, and to welcome the return of his surviv- 
ing comrades, who were soon called upon to mourn his untimely 
death. Respected and loved by those who will always cherish a 
tender recollection of his memory, he has crossed the dark and 
silent river to his etelnal home beyond. 

In pausing to mention those of the Fifty-Seventh who have 
died since the war, we are overwhelmed with meritorious names 
of men who deserve more than we can say of them. In the 
great battle strife for the preservation of the Union there were 
many brave deeds never noticed, many a heroic name around 
which we could entwine the laurel wreath of immortal song and 
poetry and yet fail to do them justice; but comparatively few 
were observed. 

The private soldier deserved as much credit as the omcer, 
but was less likely to be noticed. The enlisted men were 
remarkable for their submission to discipline, their spirit of 
loyalty, the fearlessness manifeeted upon the field of battle, a 
faithful performance of duty and the spirit of self-sacrifice, by 
which thousands laid down their livee for the sake of their 
country. While such men have lived and died and passed 
apparently unnoticed, yet their brave and noble deeds helped to 
save the nation's life, and, as time rolls on, generations yet 
unborn will live to honor their memory. 

With the lack of knowledge of many things and many names 
worthy of mention, and with the lack of time and space, we are 
obliged to omit much that would honor and adorn these pages. 

We have the name of James H. Holland, formerly a private 
of Company B, Fifty-Seventh Msesachusette, who died Feb. 1 lth, 
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1875, after long months of suffering from wounds and disease 
incident to his army life. His broken health blighted all hie 
prospects in this life and he could only patiently wait the inevi- 
table result. 

There is one name of all those who belonged to the Fifty- 
Seventh, that stands one of the most prominent among the noble 
sons of Massachusetts, and which deeerres a mention beyond the 
power of language : that of Bvt.-Maj.-Gen. William F. Bartlett. 
This work would lack much of completion without it. In previous 
chapters we have made brief mention of his career ; it now only 
remains to speak, not only of his death, but his departure from 
this to that higher and nobler life beyond. 

On the 17th of December, 1876, after bidding an affectionate 
farewell to his family and nearest friends around him, he 
passed peacefully away to that bourne from whence no traveler 
returns." 

Eulogies were written in honor of his memory in nearly all 
the papers in the State, eulogies full of eloquence and pathos; 
but as his life was so closely associated with that of the Fifty- 
Seventh, we will only quote extracts from a loving tribute to his 
memory by one of our comrades, Bvt.-Maj. John H. Cook, who 
has since passed on to join his beloved commander. Knowing 
Major Cook quite intimately for years, we know that every 
word and sentence he uttered came from a true and devoted heart. 
He said at the reunion of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts, J u l j  
31st, 1877: G L  The results of his rarious wounds, taken in con- 
junction with the exposurea of camp and the hardships of prison 
life, were too plainly visible, for it was painfully evident that it 
would not be long before his life would be as truly offered, r 
sacrifice upon the altar of his country, as if he had laid it down 
amid the smoke and turmoil of battle. 

After his return from Europe up to the period of his death, 
his time waR spent with his family in Pittefield. He had long 
realized that he could not stem the tide of failing health, and 
that, sooner or later, he, who had faced death amid the roar 
of cannon and the smoke of battle, would be called upon, sur- 
rounded by the peaceful and happy scenes of his domestic life, 



to lay down hie ewold in reverent eubmieeion to the one event 
of all he could not conquer. 

" Loving lips have told me of hie laet illneee and death, how, 
amid the eurroundings of hie happy home, removed from all the va- 
ried excitements that accompanied hie intrepid character and lent 
their inspiration to his heroic achievemente, he, with a heroism 
before which all hie exhibitions of the paet faded into nothingneee, 
met the laet great enemy and in eubmiseion bowed, (Thy will, 
not mine, be done.' He had faced death before, but now he 
wae to meet it face to face knowing that he should be conquered. 
Calmly as one who journey8 to a dietant land, he made his 
preparations, forgetting nothing, with kind and loving words to 
those about him. To wife, cherished of hie heart, couneele to 
enable her to courageouely meet the event and obligation8 eo soon 
to be imposed upon her, to children about to be made father- 
leee, wisclom that eeemed borrowed from beyond that bourne 
he soon wodd paee, to friend8 and all, worde of cheer and com- 
fort that carried with them impuleee to higher aepiratione and 
nobler purpoeee. 

" At last, as the eolemn belle of Sunday morning tolled out 
their eummone in the name of Him through whom he had eeen the 
light of a eimple Chrietian faith and life weave the certainty of a 
higher and better life beyond the grave, and eurrounded by every 
aeeociation of love and tenderneee that made life dear, he whis- 
pered hie last farewell and cloeed hie eye8 in that eleep whoee 
waking ie beyond mortal rieion. Thus, in the simple faith of Him 
whoee disciple he was, who taught the lesson of an immortal life, 
hie earthly life wae ended. 

(' It may be well for me, on thie occaeion, to epeak of hie feel- 
inge toward8 hie old regiments and to recur to our paet reunion8 
as related by him. He. had a warm affection for all hie old regi- 
ments. I n  a letter to Governor Andrew, written at the time of 
hie promotion, he eaye: I t  ie with feeling8 of eadneee that I 
leare the command of a BIaeeachueette regiment. I have eemed 
with one so long that 1 feel that my hietory, reputation and inter- 
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est could not survive my separation from one or another of our 
noble regiments.' . . . . 

b' I hare been told by one who mourns his loss, as we cannot, 
what his feelings were towards the Fifty-Seventh Regiment, and 
it is my delight to tell the story as T heard it from lips that seemed 
to fear lest they fail to make the impress of his earnestness on my 
mind. . . . He was always proud of the Fifty-Seventh, and his 
love for it abided with him until his death. During his last 
illness, and especially when the time of dissolution seemed im- 
minent, he often said he feared he would die with his true feelings 
unknown to us. . . . 

'' As we lowered him to his last resting place, there stood 
over that open grave at least two who will ever recall a happy con- 
sciousness as they remember that they performed these last sad 
offlces. As the setting sun of that brief December day settled 
behind the mountains that would forever be hi6 guard of honor, 
we turned away and left him alone with God. I returned home, 
but, somehow, my heart lingered behind me in the cemetery 
where we had left him. I thought I stood again uncorered 
beside his grave and a mournful, but sweet sadness came over 
me. I mourned that in the early dawn of a manhood full of 
golden promises he should be called away, and my sadness was 
sweetened by the reflection that he had done hie work so well. 
Along down the line of coming years I had beheld higher honors 
and greater renown awaiting him. T had seen him surrounded by 
circumstances and possibilities for future usefulness, and I felt 
that it was sad, indeed, that he shou1.d die so soon, and yet, 
though his years were few, they were full, rounded and complete. 
. . . . The record of his life is safe. Time cannot dim ita glory 
or the heat of party strife detract from its merit, for it has passed 
beyond mortal power to change and is left a golden heritage in 
the hearts of all who knew him. The lessons of his life are 
many, and they will be productive of f u t ~ r e  good, seen and un- 
seen, noted and unnoted. In him the cardinal virtues of the 
ancients, thrown into bold relief by the reflected light of his char- 
acter, found prominent expressiou. 



IN MEMORIAM. 

" The summers will come and go and we shall meet, but our 
festival will only know him in happy memories. On fame's 
eternal camping ground ' he has spread hie silent tent and awaits 
our coming. I know that somewhere in the ages ahead we shall 
meet him again. When the great Commsnder shall hare sum- 
moned us all, we shall meet in a grander reunion. I am not one 
who sees nothing but destruction in the destroyer's steps ; I have 
builded my faith on an eternal foundation, and I echo in my heart 
the language of my most loved poet : - 

Alas for him who never sees 
The stars shine through the cypress trees, 
Who, hopeless, lays his dead away, 
Nor looka to see the breaking day 
Across the mournful marbles play; 
Who hath not learned in hours of faith, 
The truth to flesh and senee unknown, 
That life is ever lord of death, 
And love can nerer lose its awn ; 
For love will dream and faith will trust 
(Since lie who knows our need 1s just) 
Thnt somehow, somewhere, meet we must.' 

Farewell, old commander and comrade; bright hope and 
happy dream. Amid the green hills of your adopted Berkshire, 
where nature loves to tabernacle, may you sleep the sleep of the 
just and true in your grave. You had your share of human im- 
perfections, but death has forever freed thee, and thou art no 
longer trammelled. Upon thy grare we plant the sweetest flow- 
ers of all the fields. Thy memory shall grow with us, and in the 
soil that covers thee renew its bloseome and fragrance perennially. 

" Farewell, old commander, soldier of war and soldier of 
peace, conqueror of battles and the hearts of men. Never more 
ehall we look upon thy face, but we will wear thy memory in our 
hen& ; marble and bronze in cotinterfeit presentment of what we 
know so well, may wear thy name and face with its endurance, 
but it will never feel the throbs of affectionate remembrance 

. that possess our hearte. Farewell, dear friend, tried and true. 
Soldier of love and soldier of faith, your battles are ended and 



your victory is won. You have fought the good fight, you have 
finished your course, and you have kept the faith." 

General Bartlett wue a companion of the Bfassachusetts 
Commandery of the Military Order, Loyal Legion, United States. 
At a meeting of this Commandery, held in Boston, Wednesday, 
Feb. ith, 1877, resolutions were unanimously adopted paying 
a tribute of respect to his memory. We quote only the last 
few words, as follows: The life of our deceaeed companion 
was so full of promise, as well as of performance, that our grati- 
tude for what he did, and for the influence of his example, is 
mingled with deep regret for our loss of what might have been his 
future. With proud and tender recollection, we record our testi- 
mony to our belief, that he was one of the noblest of the soldiers 
and citizens whom Maasachusetta has numbered among her sons." 

One of his Pittafield friends fittingly expressed the feelings 
of his old comrades in the following lines : - 

" For the sake of his gentleness, 
For the sake of hie manliness, 
For the sake of the Wilderness, 

Where his blood etalnecl the lea, 
For the sake of hls duties done. 
For the sake of the fame he won, 
For the sake of the days to come, 

Green may his memory be." 

The personal character of General Bartlett was noble and 
pure. His life was one of exalted honor and romantic heroism, 
and .in hie death there was something grandly sublime and sadly 
beautiful. He was a communicant of Saint Stephen's Episcopal 
Church in Pittefield. 

At  the close of the funeral service in the church the following 
hymn from the Episcopal Hymnal was sung. This had been 
previously selected by him : - 

0 Paradlse, O Paradise, 
Who doth not crave for rest? 

Who doth not seek the happy land 
Where they that loved are blest, 
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Where loyal hearts and true 
Stand ever in the light, 

All raptured through and through 
In God's most holy sight? 

Lord Jesus, Klng of Paradise, 
Oh, keep us in Thy lore, 

And gulde us to that happy land 
Of perfect rest above : 

Where loyal hearts and true, 
Stand ever in the light, 

A11 raptured through and through 
In God's most holy sight." 

Among the many loving and beautiful tributes paid to his 
menlory was the following poem written by John Greenleaf 
Whittier : - 

Oh, well may Essex sit forlorn 
Bedde her sea-blown shore : 

Her well beloved, her noblest born 
I s  hers in life no more ! 

If early from the mother's side 
Her frrored child went forth, 

Her prlde so amply justified 
I s  in a hero's birth. 

No lapse of years can render less 
Her memory's sacred claim : 

No fountain of forgetfulness 
Can wet the lips of fame. 

A grief alike to  wound and heal, 
A thought to soothe and paln, 

The sad, sweet pride that mothere feel 
To her must still remain : 

Good men and true she has not lacked, 
And brave men yet shall be : 

The perfect flower the crowning fact, 
Of all her years was he ! 

As Galahad pure, as Merlin sage, 
What worthler knight was found 

To grace in Arthur's golden age 
The fabled Table Round? 
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A volce, the battle's trumpet note, 
To welcome and restore ; 

A hand, that all unwllllng Smote, 
To heal and bulld once more ! 

A soul of are, a tender heart 
Too warm for hqte, he knew 

The generous vlctor's graceful part, 
To sheathe the sword he drew. 

The more than Bidney of our day, 
Above the sln and wmng 

Of clvll strife, he heard alway 
The angels' Advent song ! 

When earth, as  if on evil dreams, 
Looks back upon her ware, 

And the white light of Chrlst outatreams 
From the red disk of Mars, 

Hla fame who led the stormy van 
Of battle well mag cease, 

But never that whlch crowns the man 
Whose victory was Peace. . 

Mourn, Easex, on thy sea-blown shore, 
Thy beautlful and brave, 

Whose falling hand the olive bore, 
Whose dying llps forgave! 

Let age lament the youthful chlef, 
And tender eyes be dlm; 

The tears are more of joy than grief 
That fall for  one like hlm." 

Capt. George E. Barton of Worcester died M a y  29th, 1878, 
af ter  a brief illness. His  death was a painful s u ~ p r i e e  to a l l  his 
friends. Captain Barton was the youngest son of J u d g e  I r a  M. 
Barton, a highly esteemed family of Worcester and  one  t h a t  did 
much for  the Union cause during the war. His  nex t  elder 
brother, E. M. Barton, was connected with the  U.S. Sanitary 
Commission and attached to the headquarters of the Fif th  Army 
Corps, Army of the  Potomac. Worcester boys who were i n  tha t  
a rmy have reason to remember him for his many acts  of kindness 
towards them while in hospital sick o r  wounded. 



Captain Barton waa thirty-six years and eleven months old at 
the time of his death. His military record was one crowned 
with honor. He threw his whole heart and soul into the cause 
of his country. He first entered the service as a prirate in the 
5lst Massachusetts, and waa subsequently made sergeantmajor. 
With the expiration of his service he waa discharged and again 
volunteered in the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetta, and was appointed 
2d lieutenant, promoted to 1st lieutenant and captain. He 
went with the Fifty-Seventh to the field as acting adjutant, and 
was soon appointed assistant quartermaster of the Ambulance 
Corps, but was subsequently relieved, at his own request, and 
joined the regiment in front of Petamburg and participated in all 
the engagements that followed. He was twice wounded and 
finally had the dietinguished honor of commanding the regiment 
when it entered Petemburg. 

Captain Barton was a great favorite in the army and will long 
be remembered for his genial, sunny diepaeition ; always happy 
himself, he had a faculty of imparting his cheerful disposition to 
others. No hardships or dangers could change him; however 
dark the cloud, his vision eeemed to discover the bright sunbeams 
behind it, always ready to do a kind act for another or to share 
his only blanket with him. On the march or in the camp he was 
always the same, never " growling " or complaining, but quick to 
discern a bright spot where there was one; if there was none, he 
would make it. 

His funeral was attended by the few surviving members of 
his old regiments, the 51st and 57th, who were in the vicinity of 
Worcester, Post 10, Grand Army of the Republic, under Com- 
mander James K. Churchill, and the Worcester Continentals, 
under Col. W. S. B. Hopkins. The procession was a very im- 
posing one. As it passed through the city to Rural Cemetery the 
streets were crowded with people. The services at the cemetery 
were conducted by Rev. Henry L. Jones, D.I.)., Pastor of Saint 
Stephen's Episcopal Church of Wilkesbai~e, Penn. There were 
many beautiful fioral offerings. He was buried in the army 
blouse of a private soldier, while on his breast was a gold 
badge of the G.A.R., which had been presented to him as 
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being the most popular comrade of Post 10. The ceremony at 
the grave waa very impressive, while amid the silence of the 
gathering twilight of early summer our friend and comrade was 
laid to rest where he is tenting tonight" on the camping grounds 
of eternal peace. 

Captain Barton was a loyal and devoted member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, and left the sum of five hundred 
dollars to the George H. Ward (Worcester) Post No. 10. 

Sergeaut Walter R. Foster of Company H died in Worcester, 
Oct. 23d, 1879. 

The funeral services were held at the First Universalist 
Church and the burial ceremony conducted by Post 10, Grand 
Army of the Republic. 

Sergeant Foster flrst entered the service when bill eighteen 
years of age, and remained with the Fifty-Seventh until its muster 
out, at the close of the war, after which he waa employed ae 
Assistant Ticket Agent, at  the old Foster Street Railroad Station, 
Worcester. He was a very quiet, unaasuming man, but had a 
large, warm heart and made friends wherever he was known. 

As a soldier he was brave, reliable and trustworthy. His 
record was an honorable one. His life waa one well worthy of 
emulation. 

A few verses were written for the Worcestel Quzette, signed 
' c  C. A. K. P." We have taken the liberty of copying the last 
verse. 

THE LATE WALTER R. FOSTER. 

Xo life 1s brief whose passing years 
Bring blesslngs to a human soul, 
No work is valn that 1s nobly done, 
S o  race 1s short that wins the goal: 
And they who, in temptation'e hour, 
Battle alth passion's surging tide, 
May gaiu fresh courage from the thought 
Tlint ' such as he have llved and died.' " 
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Corp. David N. Chapin of Company B passed from this to a 
higher life on the 5th of :November, 1879. He was a brare 
soldier, one who was faithful to his country during the dark days 
of the war, true to his friends and a devoted Christian. He was 
buried with Masoliic honors. A guard of honor, composed of sur- 
viving comrades of the Fifty-Seventh, escorted the remains to 
their flnal resting place, there to await the grand reveille of 
eternal day. 

At the reunion which was held in 1874 the death of Albert 
Doty, formerly 1st lieutenant and adjutant of the Fifty-Seventh, 
was reported. In the early part of the war he was a student 
at Williams College, but promptly responded to the call of his 
country, and enlisted in a regiment from the State of New York, 
and made an honorable record. Having been discharged, by 
reason of expiration of service, he again enlisted in the Fifty- 
Seventh Massachusetts, and soon after taking the fleld, was pro. 
moted to 1st lieutenant and appointed regimental adjutant, 
which position he was well qualified to fill; subsequently he was 
appointed captain by brevet for gallantry in action while serving 
with the Fifty-Seventh. He was conspicuous for gallantry and 
was regardless of pemonal safety, even to the extent of reckless- 
ness, yet, like all others, he was obliged to surrender to the one 
great enemy who has been marching on, victorious over mortality, 
since the creation, and will continue to gather his victims as long 
as time shall last ; Shskespeare says : - 

Cowards die many times before thelr deathe ; 
The vallant never taste of death but once." 

Captain Doty commanded the regiment, for some time after 
the battle of the Petereburg mine, and was the only otflcer on duty 
with it. 

We make no attempt to record deaths in chronological order, 
from the fact that many have died at a distance and their deaths 
reported without date, which it has been impossible to obtain. 

Capt. John W. Sanderson died Jan. lBth, 1884, at Colfax, 
Iowa, aged flfty-six years. Captain Sanderson flrst entered the 

. service as 1st lieutenant in the 51st BIassachusetta in 1862, 
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and served with it until the expiration of hie term of service. 
Upon the organization of the Fifty-Seventh regiment he was 
appointed 2d lieutenant from date of Oct. 2lst, 1863, and 
authorized to raiee a company for that regiment. He opened an 
omce and recruited in Worcester, being the flrst to complete the 
organization of a company, which was lettered A, of which he 
was commiesioned captain, to date from Dec. 26th, 1863, and 
was the senior of that grade in the regiment. He wae a man of 
high personal character, untiring energy and an excellent ofEcer, 
well trained in the dutiee pertaining to his poeition, and one who 
took a great pride in hie profewion. He waa severely wounded 
in the battle of the Wilderness, and eo disabled aa to render him 
physically disqualified for further servioe in the fleld, on which 
account he was discharged for disability, Nov. loth, 1864. After 
the close of the war he went west, and engaged in business pnr- 
suits, which separated him from a personal participation in the 
regimental ~wunions. He left a reoord which hie living comrsdea 
are proud to honor. 

Another name on the list of deaths, which we cannot pass 
unnoticed, is that of Capt. Levi Lawrence of Fitchburg, who en- 
tered the service of the United States as 1st lieutenant in the 
25th Massachusetts, Oct. 14th, 1861, and served as such until July 
21st, 1863. Upon the organization of the Fifty-Seventh Massa- 
chusetts he raised a company in and around Fitchburg, which was 
called the Fitchburg company, and was mustered Feb. l l th ,  1864, 
taking the letter F. He was severely wounded in the battle 
of the Wilderness, from the effects of which he never sufficiently 
recovered to be able to return to duty, and was discharged for 
dieability Sept. 14th, 1864. Captain Lawrence waa a nun of 
geutle disposition and sterling worth, cool and brave in the hour 
of danger, and thoroughly conscientious in the dischn~.ge of every 
duty. 

After leaving the service he located in Fitchburg, where he 
remained until 1876, when he. moved to his old horneetead, 
Ashby, Mass. He alwaye took a deep interest in the Fifty- 
Seventh Regimental Association and all old comrades who had 
seen honorable service in the army. His was one of those up- 



right lives that never go out, without leaving a lingering twilight 
to consecrate i ts  memory. One would think that euch a life 
would end as quietly as it had lived, but such was not the case. 
After facing the driving storm and turmoil of battle, he was 
destined to meet a tragic death through shipwreck. Failing 
health, caused by the hardships and exposures incident to his 
army life, compelled him to seek a milder climate. For this 
purpose he sailed from Boston, January, 1884, on the ill-fated 
steamer, City of Columbus, intending to visit Florida, and return 
the following spring, and to visit some of the old battlefields of 
the South. After leaving Boston a dreadful storm aroee. The 
night was dark and cold ; the wind drove the ship upon the rocks 
off Gay's Head and it became a total wreck. Captain Lawrence 
was among the drowned. The stormy billows were his funeral 
escort to the shores of eternal rest and peace. His memory is 
honored by citizens as an upright man; by his old comrades 
in arms as a man with a heart as kind as it was brave and 
true. 

Gen. Napoleon B. McLaughlen, who became colonel of the . Fifty-Seventh after the promotion of Colonel Bartlett to brigadier- 
general, died at Middletown, N.P., Jan. 27th, 1887, at about the 
age of sixty-four years. He was an old soldier, having flrst 
entered the regular army, by enlistment, as a prirate in T m p  F, 
of the old Second Dragoons, May 40th, 1850. He was appointed 
2d lieutenant in the let Cavalry in March, 1861, and pro- 
moted 1st lieutenant, 4th Cavalry, the following May. In 
October, 1862, he wae appointed colonel of the 1st Massachusetta 
Infantry, succeeding Col. Robert Cowdin, and colonel of the 
Fifty-Seventh bXassachusetts, July 21, 1864, returning to the 
State in command of the same. He commanded the brigade, 
composed mostly of Massachusetta troops, known in the Army of 
the Potomac as L' McLaughlen's brigade." He was appointed a 
brigadier-general of volunteers, by brevet, for gallant and distin- 
guished service at Poplar Grove Church, Va., and in the regular 
army by brevet for gallant and meritorious service, as follows: 
Major, May 8d, 1868, at Chancellorsville, Va. ; lieutenant- 
colonel, July 2d, 1863, at Gettysburg, Pa. ; colonel and brigadier- 
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general at Fort Stedman, Va., March 25th, 1865. After having 
been mustered out of the rolunteer service, Aug. loth, 1866, 
he returned to his regiment iu the regular army, 4th Cavalry, 
where he had, in the meantime, been promoted to captain. He 
was promoted to major of the 10th Cavalry May l'ith, 1876, and 
was placed on the retired list, upon his own application, after 
thirty yeam of continuous service, June 26th, 1882. As a 
soldier, General McLaughlen was a man of undaunted courage, 
mature judgment and conscientious in the performance of duty. 
During the last few yearn of his life he was a great sufferer from 
the effects of hardships and exposures in the field. 

Dr. Charles E. Heath, formerly assistant surgeon of the 
Fifty-Seventh, died at his home in Lee, Mass., Oct. 5th, 1587. 
His death fell with a peculiar sadness upon his old comrades, who 
were accustomed to look forward to his kindly greeting at each 
annual reunion, which he seemed to enjoy so much. The hearty 
grasp of his honest hand had been loosened here, only to be again 
outstretched for a comrade's greeting, as we meet him iu the dawn 
of a brighter future. He took a zealous interest in the associa- 
tion of the old regiment, and was honored and respected by his 
comrades who felt the genial warmth of his friendship. Their 
sympathies clothed him with their affections. None who ever 
wore the uniform possessed a greater love for the old flag, or 
abiding loyalty to the country, than he. His manner waa quiet 
and unassuming, with a generous heart, as sensitive and tender as 
that of a child. His many acts of kindness will long be remem- 
bered by those who were the recipients of his attentions. The 
Valley Gleaner of Lee, in the issue of Oct. 5th, 1887, says of 
him : - 

G L  A host of friends in Lee and throughout Berkshire County, 
will learn with sincere sorrow of the death of Dr. Charles E. 
Heath, which occurred about fire o'clock this morning. Although 
he had been suffering for a long time, the end came very suddenly. 
. . . . Major Cook, of the Boston Custom House, was severely 
wounded in the war, and always believed that nothing but the 
doctor's skill and untiring derotion saved his life. When he 
heard of the doctor's illness, a few days ago, he started im- 



mediately ancl wae soon at his bedside. The meeting was most 
affecting and Major Cook did not leave until all hope and con- 
sciousness were gone. . . . . Dr. Heath was a man of upright 
character, warm heartad, generous nature and genial manner, and 
he enjoyed the respect of all who knew him. In public and in 
private, and both as a physician and friend, he will be sadly 
missed." 

The team of friends will keep his memory green, while the 
qualities of heart and mind that made them have, undoubtedly, 
won for him a higher reward in that ootlier life, than fell to his lot 
in this. 

Austin K. Gould, of whom former mention has been made, 
who was a prisoaer of war at Anderuonville, died at his home in 
Worcester, Mass., Friday, Sept. 8th, 1893, and was buried the 
following Monday, in Amherst, Mass. Comrade J. Brainerd 
Hall paid a deserving tribute to his memory in an address 

- delivered before the Massachusetts Association of Union Ex- 
Prisoners of War, from which we have been kindly permitted to 
make use of the following extract : - 

In 1861 Doctor Austin K. Oould was a practising physician ln Fitch- 
burg, Mass. In 1862 he enlisted as a privnte soldier and joined Company 
B, 68d Massachusetts Infantry. He was a t  once' assigned to duty in 
redmental honpital, and very soon after that regiment reached New 
Orleans, was placed in charge of one of the division hospitals of the 
Nineteenth Corps, a t  Baton Rouge, remaining there until the early fall 
of 1868, when he came north with the 68d, its term of service having 
expired. 

On the last day of 1868 Doctor Gould again enlisted M a private, and 
immediately joined Company P, Fifty-Seventh Maasachueatts Infantry. 
He wee not allowed to remain with his company, but wee at  once called 
to  the hospital, where he remained until about April lath, 1864, when he 
was detailed and asdgned to duty in general hospital service. 

When the campaign of 1864 began he was attached to the ambulance 
traln of the Nlnth Army Corps, crossing the Rapidan May 6th. On the 
morning of May 6th . . . . our lines were driven back (Wilderness) and. 
night found Bfty men a t  the Second Corps Hospital between the lines. 
They were so badly wounded that no one would take the responsibility 
of moving them in army wagons. I shall never forget the order that 
came from one of the senior medical omcers: " Come, doctor, pick up 
your traps; if any of those fellows are alive by morning they will be 
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no good to the Johnnies." Doctor Gonld answered : These men can be 
saved ; I shall remaln, and, if necessary, go to prison and die with them. 
I t  is not humane to leave them alone." He remained, and every one of 
us were brought out the next afternoon. During the next thlrty-six 
hours we were captured and recaptured many times. On the thlrd occa- 
slon of our capture Doctor Gould was separated from us. He, however, 
denled that he was a surgeon and kept with his comrades, golng with 
them to Andersonville. . . . . 

He was loved and respected by every Union soldier who wae ever 
blest wlth a personal acquaintance with hlm. Hls heart was so big that 
lt recognized every defender of the flag as a brother, and that it was h b  
duty to care for him the best he could, without money and without 
prlce. . . . . 

Of all the sad deaths we have been called upon to record 
during the progress of this work, one of the saddest was that of 
Bvt.-Maj. John H. Cook, who died Aug. 19th, 1893. We have 
made brief mention, on a former page, of hie services and the 
severe and painful wound he received July 21st, 1864, the bullet - 
passing directly through his body. For days he hovered between 
life and death, and 0nally, much to the surprise of everyone, 
survived and lived for mauy years. He was born in Northamp- 
ton in 1841. In  the early part of 1861 he enlisted in the 10th 
Massachueetts, and was in the celebrated Peninsula campaign 
under General McClellan. After the battle of Fair Oak8 he was 
taken sick with typhoid fever, contracted in the swamps of the 
Chickahominy, in consequence of which he was discharged for dis- 
ability, on the 17th of July, 1862. Having recovered from his 
sickness, he again entered the service and helped to raise and 
organize Company E of the Fifty-Seventh, of which company 
he was commissioned 1st lieutenant. The nature of his wound 
was so serious that he was nerer able to return again to field duty, 
and was discharged for disability Dec. 27th, 1864, after which he 
engaged iu the drug business in Boston, until appointed a clerk iu 
the Custom House, afterwards storekeeper, head storekeeper, and 
0nallj as auditor, filling every position faithfully and efficiently. 
He represented Ward Eighteen of Boston in the lfassachuaetts 
Legisl~ture, in 1875, 1876 and 1877. He was a member of Post 
1 13, Grand Army of the Republic, aud wae Department Inspec- 



tor on the staff of Myron P. Walker, his old tentmate in the 
10th Massachusetts. 

For many years Major Cook held the position of president of 
our Fifty-Seventh Regimental Asaociation, and always took a deep 
interest in all that concerned it and each individual member of it. 
He was one of the first in helping to organize, and it might be said 
of him that he was the very life and soul of it, never missing the 
annual reunions, except when prevented by sickness. His love 
for the old regiment was true and enduring to the very last. 
Captain Priest writes : 6' At my last call, on the afternoon of the 
last day of his life, he knew the end was near and his thoughts 
were of you, men of the Fifty-Seventh, for he asked me to do 
whatever related to the attendance of the Fifty-Seventh at the 
funeral, and to see that Chaplain Dashiell was present to take part 
in the services. He wanted us with him to the last." After the 
close of the war he wae appointed captain and major by brevet 
by the Hon. Secretary of War. 

Major Cook's personal character was one of unsullied truth 
and honor; nothing could swerve him from the upright course 
which he pursued. He was deserving of friends and he had 
them ; their name was legion, and he was always true to them. 
His friendship could be relied upon, whether in a high or low 
position. To the poor and needy he was especially kind and 
sympathetic. No. worthy person ever appealed to him in vain. 
His heart was warm and large, (' with malice towards none and 
charity for all." Thus he lived and thus he died, in full faith that 
there is a higher and better life beyond this, to which he carried 
his love of county, comrades and friends. In his death the 
Fifty- Seventh lost what our comrades, who have gone before, hare 
gained. 

He was of a happy, uncomplaining disposition, and when his 
affair8 did not go just to suit him, patiently waited. He was 
happy in his domestic relations and in the possession of a quiet 
little home, where he spent most of his time after the duties of the 
day were over. 

I t  is impossible to pause to notice all the worthy and honora- 
ble names of comrades of the Fifty-Serenth, who bare given 
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their lives for the sake of the country. They have paseed on in 
such rapid succession that the lingering light of their mortal lives 
seems blended in one harmonious whole, where epecial mention of 
each deserving case is absolutely impossible. As the months pass 
and years roll on, we are called upon to mourn the loss of some 
friend and comrade, whose unwritten eulogy will silently speak 
through the ages that are to come. Among the namee that 
demaud special attention is still another honored one, which 
shines from the modest security of a lingering, suffering, unpre- 
tentious life, whose pure and spotless soul cast off the painful 
deformity of mutilated mortality on the 18th day of June, 1887, 
and ascended to that higher life of immortality. The name of 
Lieut. Charles E. Barnard will live in the affections of his 
comrades while their memory lasts. Such names and characters 
beautify any book, and such gentle, loving dispositions infuse 
a new life of noble sentiment wherever their influence ie felt. 

As a soldier Lieutenant Barnard was brare, honorable and 
conscientious in the faithful diecharge of his duty, and was lo\-ed 
and respected by his comrades in arms. The eame qualities that 
endeared him to them followed him from the army to civil life, 
where he made friends of all with whom he came in contact. He 
flret entered the army by enlistment as a private soldier, in 
Company E, 15th Massachusetts. At the battle of Antietam, 
Sept. 17th, 1861, he received a gunshot wound through the body; 
the ball entered between the breasts and paesed out near the 
spine. He wse discharged Nov. 24th, 1862, on account of dis- 
ability arising from this wound, but recovered aumciently to be 
able ngain to enter the service, and enlisted the second time, 
February, 1864, in Company F of the Fifty-Seventh Regiment, 
and was made 1st sergeant. He was with the regiment through 
the terrible battles of the Wilderneee, Spottsylvania Court House, 
North Anna, and all the engagements in front of Petersburg to 
the attack on Fort Stedman, March 25th, 1865, when he was 
again severely wounded, thie time through the neck and arm. 
The ball entered the top of the 1eft.shoulder and eplit in its course 
downward, one piece passing out of .the old Antietam wound, 
while the o)her lodged lower and on the right side of the body, 
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where it remained. On the 12th of June, 1865, he was commis- 
sioned 2d lieutenant and diacha1;ged with the regiment July 30th, 
1865. He became an invalid as a result of his wounds; nnd for 
much of the time was unable to leave his bed. The fragment of 
the ball which had lodged in his body caused him much pain, nnd 
sores to form. I t  finally appeared to lodge in the right hip, 
which caused the cords of the right leg to contract so much that 
the right knee was drawn up so as to rest against the abdomen 
and breast: it being so much drawn up that he could rest his chi11 
on his knee. 

The wounds in the back and shoulder caused paralysis of the 
left arm, also a disease of the spine. During all the yeare that 
he survived the war he was a patient sufferer and wae never heard 
to murmur or complain. Although a cripple, and unable to per- 
form manual labor of any kind, Be was of a cheerful disposition 
and possessed, to an eminent degree, the cardinal virtue of 
cbarity. Many acta of kindness, which he supposed no one 
knew, were subsequently traced to him, often depriving himself 
that he might be able to lighten the burden of some unfortunate 
comrade, to whom his heart always turned with feelings of 
sympathy. Such a life sheds a lustre that does not vanish vith 
death, but leaves a fragrant incense which death cannot kill. 

Since the final muster-out of the regiment comrades have be- 
come dispersed and scattered throughout the country, so that it is 
absolutely impossible to keep a complete and correct record of 
them, although strenuous efforta have been made in that direction 
by the officers of the regimental association, aa t,hey have met 
from year to year. The whereabouts of many cannot be ascer- 
tained ; many, no doubt, have died whose names have not been 
reported. We append a list, which, though it may not be correct 
in every particular, yet is as near as anyone can make it, of com- 
rades who have died and passed from the shadows of this mortal 
to the light of the unseen and immortal life, beyond the dark 
river. Whether their graves are marked by sculptured stone, 
tablete of bronze, or only the faded flowers placed there by loving 
hands of surviving comrades with each Memorial Day, yet, what 
is better still, the principles for which they battled will continue 
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to live and brighten the pages of American history. This is the 
grandest and most enduring monument, and pays a higher tribute 
to their memory than the most eloquent encomium that can be 
written. These principles will continue to grow stronger and 
stronger, into the very web and woof of our united country, to 
endure through ages to come, an inspiration to loyal hearta and a 
beacon light to all people who are struggling for the rights of 
freedom and the elevation of the human race. Their memol-y is 
honored, and these principles espoused even by those who bravely 
battled on the other side. 

We pass on to other names : Lieut. James Peacock, reported 
at reunion of 1888, who was severely wounded in the battle of 
Fort Stedman, and was a great sufferer for several years after the 
close of the war, until denth relieved him of his sufferings. Also, 
Lieut. Henry M. Ide, whose death was reported at the annual re- 
union of the regiment in 1881. Lieutenant Ide was promoted 
from the grade of sergeant. From the non-commissioned staff 
oflicers the name of Commissary Sergeant David F. Lawry was 
reported at the reunion in 1873, who died in East Hampton, 
Conn. 

Also Principal Musician Jesse S. Scott, who died in Leices- 
tar, Mass., September, 1892. Musician Scott left an honorable 
record for faithful performance of duty. He flrst enlisted in 
Company B, 3d Battalion Massachusetts Rice, May 19th, 1861, 
and was discharged the following August; Enlisted agsin in the 
band of the Zlst Massachusetts, Aug. 21et, 1861, and was dis- 
charged Aug. l l th ,  1862. Enlisted in Company B, Fifty-Sev- 
egth Massachusetts, in December, 1863, and was discharged 
May 26th, 1865. 

The following is a list of deaths by companiee, given as they 
were reported at reunions. Where no date follows the name, it 
is unknown : - 
Company A.- Corp. Albert 8. Allen, reported in 1896; Ebenezer A. 

Bartlett, 1894; Warren Grimes (bQth), reported in 1881 ; Augncltus 
J,  Trussell, reported 1883 ; John Teague, July lst, 1881 ; James 
Walsh, reported 1876; Russell R. Seaver, Aprll 2Yd, 1898; Henry 



C. Flint (69th), date unknown; Ebenezcr L. Wllvon (bgtb), date 
unknown ; Charles F. Dudley, date unknown. 

Company B.- Corp. Ezra C. Bemla, reported 1874 ; Muelclan Eugene 
Smith, reported 1898; David N. Chaplu, Nov. 6th, 1879 ; George 
S. Balloa, unknown; Warren E. Brewer, 1871; John Bradley, 
Dec. B8d, 1871; Albert Brlgham, July loth, 1887; Wtlllam H. 
Clark, Jan. Bd, 1890; John Donahue, March 16th, 1867; Sergt. 
Willls A. Forbes, reported in 1893; James H. Holland, reported in 
1876; Patrick Lyons, March ls t ,  1898; Willlam A. Moore, March 
bth, 1881 ; Royal S. Pierce, May 31st, 1871 ; Hugh Waters, Aug. 
6th, 1884; Edward Lowell, date unknown; Edwin H. Smith, 
date nnknowu; Benjamin L. Leonard, a t  Soldiers' Home, Chelsea, 
Jan. 17th, 1896 

Company C. - Corp. Amos A. Dodge (69th), reported 1884; James 
Ackley, reported 1893; John Neylon, reported 1891; Charles E. 
Spooner (69th), Oct. 81at, 1893; Walter B. Welton, Dec. lRth, 
1891 ; Cornelius Harley, reported 1895. 

Company D.- Sergt. Franklln W. Card, reported 1891; Sergt. Myron 
Goodell, reported 1891 ; Corp. George F. Lareby, date ~ n k n o \ ~ n ;  
Musiclan Morris Welch, reported 1891 ; James Platt, November, 
1889; J. Bradburg, date unknown; E. C. Jordan, date unknown. 

Company E.- Wllllam R. Barrows, date unknown; Frank Blair, date 
unknown ; Asa D. Burleigh, reported in 1884 aa having died from 
the effects of wounds received In the battle of the Wlldernese; 
Thomas Hughes, Martin Karrigan, Cephas B. Paeco, 1876 ; Qeorge 
W. Pasco, date unknown; Charles H. Parker, reported in 1881, 
and Asa Thompson. 

Company F. -Patrick Brannon, Peb. Blst, 1890; George R. Edgecomb, 
dled In Fltchburg, May 2d, 1878 ; Austin K. Qould, Sept. 8th, 1898 ; 
Edward Hanrahan, reported in 1890; John Henneeeey, reported In 
1894; Stephen H. Noarae, May 16th, 1890; Edgar F. Sawyer. May 
14th, 1894; John Sullivan, reported 1894; Henry A. Wilkins, re- 
ported 1894; Corp. Aaron Wilkins, Ang. 6th, 1887; Michael 
O'Donnell, reported May 16th, 1879; Charlee W. Babbitt, Sept. 
loth, 1886 ; Charles F. Blood, Dec. B7thI 1887. 

Company Q. - Dennis Donovan, reported 1894 ; Wllllam H. Flagg, 
Jan. lst, 1871 ; Frederick E. Qoff, Aug. loth, 1896; Luther C. 
Hawkha, reported 1876 ; John Morrisey, March 17th, 1892 ; Melvln 
Ewell, reported in 1891. 

Company H. - Sergt. Walter R. Foster, Oct. 28d, 1879 ; Thomaa Conners, 
July 16th, 1867; John E. Grout, reported 1876; Charles N. Hair, 
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Oct. 19th, 1890 ; James H. Raymond, May 28d, 1879 ; Amos Spraye ,  
Jan. 20th, 1890; Dends  Sheern, reported in 1891; John Ryan, 
March lath, 1867; Charles Timon, reported in 1886; George H. 
Wellman, March, 1880; John P. Wellman, reported 18i6; Isaac A. 
Woodcock, Feb. 16th, 1886; Thomas E. Gurney, Jan. 17th 1892. 

Company I. -Corp. Charles E. Moore, reported in 1893; James B. 
Foster, date unknown; IiugG King (59th Mass.), reported SOT. 
loth, 1893 ; Harvey W. Gould, date unknown ; Edward Carroll, date 
unknown ; John Crow at  Boonville, Mo.. Aug. 1, 1879. 

Company K. - Amasa R. Bemis, reported 1888 ; Isaac G. Maynard, re- 
ported Aug. 8th, 1898 ; Eugene J. Holyoke, Sept. 14th. 1873 ; Samuel 
H. Holyoke, date unknown; Henry L. Gill, Oct. 3d, 1891. 

The following names have been reported at reunions without 
date or company, viz.: D. Shumway and E. E. Jordan. They 
cannot be found on the AdjutantGeneral'a Report, and it is 
believed they are intended for men who have names somewhat 
similar, but the similarity is not sufficiently close to justify the 
changing of them. 

The complete record of reunions up to 1885 are very im- 
perfect, in very many cases omitting the report of deaths. There 
can, therefore, be no doubt but many more comrades hare died 
than are reported on the foregoing lista ; men who were brave and 
faithful eoldiers and whose honorable records merit the highest 
praise, but what we have already said of others applies to all 
such. A reunited, prosperous and peaceful country stands as an 
enduring monument 'to their memory. 



CHAPTER SIX. 

STRAGGLERS. 

HERE never was an army in the world, on a long and 
forced march, without some stragglers, and never a 
book written where stray thoughts and items of 
interest did not knock for admission after the doors 
had been closed. We are no exception to the general 

rule. We have had numerous little incidents related to 
us which we are compelled to overlook in order not to 

exhaust the reader's patience. We want to make this work as 
complete as we can without doing so. We are telling our story, 
not alone to those who were participants iu the scenes we have 
labored to portray, but that those who follow us in the grand 
drama of life may read of what their sires did and be able to more 
fully uuderstand and appreciate, not only what they accomplished, 
but the great sacrifices they made, for the preservation of our 
beloved country and the extinction of human slavery. Appre- 
cieting all this at its full ralue, we believe, as we pass on 
into the silence of the unseen future life, our record will stand in 
honor with them, that they will zealously guard it, and be willing 
to brave anything and do all in their power for the protection, 
preservation and perpetuation of those principles which were 
established through so much suffering and at such an immense cost 
of human lives and property; to them we leave the blessed heri- 
tage of a free, prosperous and united country, in the full enjoy- 
ment of that peace which '' passeth all understanding." 

We can only exprese the hope that it will uever require 
another war to save it from threatened danger, yet ita destruction 
or the debasement of oar American institutions would be a greater 
calamity than any war that ever cursed the face of the earth. 
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.Three principles enter into the life of every true and noble 
Illan : religion, country and home. The three are inseparable; 
one takeu away and the others lose their value and significance. 
In defence of them a man should, if necessary, be willing to risk 
his life, for death would be preferable to life without them. They 
embrace all the imagination can conceive of the virtues and purity 
of the humau race, of their edacation, elevation and refinement 
and all we hope for in the future as well as in this life. 

We cannot close these pages without paying a well-deserved 
tribute to the loyal women of our fair land, for their faithful 
devotion to the cause for which we were battling ; for their loring 
encouragement and tender nursing. Their tears fell like the 
refreshing dew of hearen, to comfort and bless through the dark 
hours, and build a new hope as a silver lining to stormy clouds. 
Had it not been for their influence the war would not hace termi- 
nated in such a glorious victory. As knighta of old bore the 
image of some fair lady to battle, so did soldiers carry the love 
and prayers of mothers, sisters, wives and sweethearts through 
the perils of four long years of bloody war, as an inspiration to a 
higher sense of duty, a safeguard for the preservation of individual 
honor and a support through all the trying ordeals. Few, rery 
few indeed, who buttoned on the army blue and buckled on the 
armor that did not feel that he was also girded about by the 
exalting iufltience of some noble woman; their deeds of loring 
kindness, tearful sympathy and silent prayere followed us ulways, 
even to the end. No monument stands to mark their patriotic 
devotion to the cause of country, yet we believe that it stands 
recorded upon the pages of that g r e ~ t  book kept by the recording 
angel b b  unto whom all hearta are open, all desires known and 
from whom no secrets are hid." 

If the soldiers of the Uuion could justly rejoice in the triumph 
of our cause and the victory won, yet the Confederate soldier, 
who suffered defeat, shared in the victory. He, too, returned to 
enjoy the blessings of a united couutry, to rest in security under 
the protection of just and beneflcent laws and to be again clothed 
with all the rights of citizenship claimed by the victor, to clasp 
hands across the graves of tens of thousands of comradee, who 



had fallen on both sides, in conscientious devotion to what both 
believed to be a duty. When men aeal their convictions by their 
life's blood, we cannot doubt their sincerity. Over thirty years 
have passed on their course since the last tragic event sounded 
the requiem of war, each in succession vindicating our cause; 
not through ite triumph, but through ite supreme justice and 
righteousnces ; and acknowledged by all the civilized nat.ions of 
the world, who are made to respect our flag and our national 
honor, as they never would had a dissolution of the Union been 
the verdict. When we reflect what the consequences would have 
been with the triumph of the Confederate cause, we shudder in con- 
templation of all the endless evils that would have befallen both 
the North nnd the South. Unfortunate victinls of one dissolution 
they would have fallen helplessly into others, until the federation 
of States would have had no more strength than a rope of sand, 
and would have been absorbed by some ambitious power and 
again brought under a foreign monarchy; the fruits of the 
revolution of 1776 and the rich heritage left by our sires would 
have been &old for far less than a mess of pottage. 

As time L L  heals all wounds save those of love," so has it 
healed the ghastly wounds of war and hidden the ugly ecars under 
the folds of the same dear flag. We have seen the storm pass, and 
trust that the rainbow which follows is promise of a permanent 
peace, loyalty, fraternity and prosperity. 

Among the many incideute related around the campfiree, one 
of surpassing braye ry has been told us, which is vouched for on 
good authority. During the engagement known as the Weldon 
Railroad, while the Fifty-Seventh was under command of 1st 
Lieutenant Doty, it was posted in an exposed position and un- 
eupported. 1st Sergt. Edward F. Potter of Company K wae 
posted as a marker on the left of the regiment, but before the 
line could be establiehed a terrible assault was made by the 
enemy and the regiment driven back, but the sergeant 
remained at his post amidst a shower of leaden bullets. The 
right general guide was killed. The general commanding the 
division rocle up and exclaimed to the regimental commander, 
c L  What in h-1 is that d 4  fool doing out there? Who in - 



ie he? " To which the regimental commander replied, That, 
sir, is my left general guide, poeted by your order, which he 
obeye." The general then eaid, a Doesn't the darned fool know 
enough to come in? " The reply wae: That man always obeye 
orders and will etand there until ehot, unless relieved by proper 
authority." b (  Well, relieve him mighty quick," eaid the general. 
The next morning an order came from the general for the 
sergeant to report to him in pereon. He reported as directed, 
but with many misgivings ae to what it all meant, whether it 
foreboded good or evil for him. He finally etood trembling in 
presence of the general, who proceeded to take the chevrons 
denoting the rank of sergeant from hie arme, but in place of them 
he sent him back to the regiment wearing the strape of a com- 
mieeioned oflcer, which he wore with honor until the regiment 
was muetered out of the eervice. 

At the close of the war sererd of the offlcere of the Fifty- 
Seventh received brevet appointments for gallantry displayed in 
action, which ie ehown in the roeter. 

Doctor Whitman V. White, formerly surgeon of the Fifty- 
Seventh, has very kindly contributed the following narrative 
description of the firet steps taken to organize the regiment, 
which will be read with much interest: - 
DEAR CAPTAIN ANDEMON : 

Your letter, asking for my narratlve to add to the history of the 
Flfty-Seventh Regiment, has been received. I have long felt i t  my duty 
to put on record the story of the noble and heroic deeds of so many of 
that brave regiment, who were wounded, killed and made prisoners, 
under my pereonal observation. I t  1s to perpetuate what others dld and 
suffered, rather than to relate any part that I took in organizing and 
preparing the regiment for the tleld, or my service with them, that I give 
the following narrative : - 

My connection with the regiment was either accidental or providen- 
tial, and came about in thla way. In 1839, I was surgeon of the Masea- 
chilsetts mllttia. After this I left the State and took up my residence in 
New York City. In 1861, I was surgeon of the 47th New York Volun- 
teers, but resigned lo January, 1862, and entered the regular servlce a s  
an A.A. surgeon. In February, 1862, 1 was ordered on duty a t  Fort 
Columbus, New York Harbor, and remained there on duty until Novem- 
ber, 1863. At Department Headquarters of the East, New York Clty, I 



met Surgeon-General Dale of Maseachuaetta, who said, 4' If  you wlll 
accept the eurgeoncy of one of your own State'e regiments, I am 
authorized by Governor Andrew to tender I t  to you." I have no doubt 
that thle was euggested from the fact that my name waa on the roll of 
the medical omcere of the Maaeachueetta State militia. The General 
eaid to  me, You ehould not allow the war to go over without going into 
eervice with your own State troopn." I accepted the oKer, m d  in three 
days was requeeted by wire to report a t  hle omce In Boeton to meet 
Colonel Bartlett. I can never forget the interview. The Colonel on hie 
crutchee, the larger part of one limb gone, hie ehattered arm resting in a 
wooden case, that'had been beautifully embellished by some loving hand. 
I expreeeed my eurpriee that one who had been wounded 80 many timaa, 
would consent to go to the field agaln. He eald he thought he wae able 
to do so. I replied that i t  wee not e queetlon of abillty, but one of 
further sacrifice on hle part. Thie was the commencement of the 
formation of a regiment, whlch, by omclal recognition, is known aa the 
fourth In the War Department. Of all the regiments from all the States, 
hoth North and South, it  loet in battle the greatest number of men in the 
shortest tlme. There 18 en error In placing us fourth; we ehould have 
had the t h M  if not the second place. The manner in whlch we lost 
our men, placea ue as one of the most gallant reglmenta ever in the 
service. 

I was immediately commiesioned surgeon and muetered into the 
service of the Fifty-Seventh Maseachueette Infantry, m d  ordered to 
report for duty a t  Camp Wool, Worcester. There I found only one 
company partially orgenlzed, and that the camp waa the rendezvous for 
the last quota of men whlch the State wae called upon to furnieh. In 
January, from the men who were sent to the camp uneeeigned, I eelected 
the beet for our regiment. The colonel ordered me to visit the weetern 
part of the State in the interests of the reglment, and gave me permission 
to offer Capt. Edeon Dreeeer, whom I euggeeted, a commtssion, if he 
would bring with him a certain number of men. Edaon Dreseer waa a t  
thle tlme a member of the junlor c l u e  of Willlame College. By requeet 
he called upon me a t  my home, m d  we made our plane in order to 
comply with Colonel Bertlett'e otler. Our town had already fllled two 
calla, but this, the third call, wan not filled untll Captaln Dreeser and I 
made an appeal to  those who were suitable to  go. 

In less than two weeks Captaln Dreeaer reported to  the camp with 
hie men, whose names were: John Croeby, Henry and George May, 
Wllliam and Cherlee Rathborn, James Vocell, Jacob Kirby, Charles Jones, 
George Schaffer, N. Peepoon, Henry. Frank and Wilbur Bllls, Alonzo 
Colllns and John O'Neil. Captain Dreeeer and moat of the noncommis- 
sioned offlcere of his company, were from Stockbridge or It8 vicinity, 
consequently it  was known aa the company from Stockbrldge, re  wae the 
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custom in regard to other companies of the regiment. The officers and 
nucleus of Company F came from Fltchburp, and this company was 
known as  the Fltchburg company. Captain Gird, who was studying 
dlvlnity, and many of his men, came from Andover, so that thls was 
known ae the Andover company. Captain Hollls was from Lynn. 

We induced the colonel to  give our minister, the Rev. A. H Dashiell, 
the commlsslon of chaplaln. I also appolnted Charles E Heath an 
aasiatant surgeon. The weeks of January aud February were spent 1n 
organiziug and recruiting the regiment for the fleld. We were known 88 

the 3Pifty-Seventh Veteran Volunteers, and wlth one or two exceptions, 
there was no odlcer commlsaloned who had not been in the fleld. In 1862, 
while in the regular service, I had met the 1st Massachusetts, which was 
a two-years' reglment. Among the omcera of thls gallant reglment I had 
made the acquaintance of Lieutenant Doherty, who had won an enviable 
reputation for his coolness and gallantry a t  the battle of Gettyeburg, 
and Colonel Bartlett gave me permlsslon to offer him a commission as 
captaln. 

Among the incidents which occurred during the formation of thls 
regiment, which I recall to mind at  this moment, was the enlistment of 
George Whlte. Whlle making my rounds In camp one afternoon, an 
elderly man, accompanled by a woman and a boy, evidently husband, wlfe 
and child, came in. I saw that the woman was weeplng, and so went to 
her and said, My good woman, what is the matter?" She ansm-ered, 

Our boy wants to go to the war." The father said, " I am too old to 
go myself, but I have given my boy permission to go." The mother then 
continued, Ib I wanted to see the men that he la going wlth, and see some 
omcer and tell him what a good boy George has always been, and I want 
that they should look after hlm." I immediately replied that the boy was 
a llttle uuderslzed and quite young, but that he had a good face, and I 
would have him enllsted and detailed as my orderly. This was done. 
Afterwards, when we were in the fleld, he took care of my horse, and 
was, in short, my factotum. In all the vicissitudes of the marches and 
battles to  Petersburg, George was not only of great eervlce to  me per- 
sonally, but also asslsted in caring for the wounded a t  the fleld hospital. 
In August, he was smitten with typhus or camp fever. While he was in 
thls conditlon, an order came from corps headquarters to send every sick 
man to the rear, as there was a prospect of an engagement, and all the ac- 
commodations at  the hospital were needed for the wounded. I was so 
strongly attached to George, he had been so faithful, that I had a shelter 
tent put up just outside my own for him. A rubber blanket placed on the 
ground and covered wlth straw was the improvised bed made for  him. 
A man, acting as nurse, was detailed to look after hlm. In the dellrlum 
which so often accompanies this fever, the patient would crawl out of 
the tent on hle hands and knees. The nurse would pull him back, and 



sit on the ground beetde him nntll he fell asleep. He made r good 
recovery, and served faithfully untll the end of the war. I cau say of 
hlm as  hls mother said, that l b  he waa a good boy." May I also add now 
that he is a multi-mlltionaire and a member of Congress. 

There was another incident whlch illustrates so forclbly the effect 
of kindness that I must repeat It here. Dnrlng a Sunday morning in- 
spection, while going into every nook and corner, with the oflcer of the 
day and the commandant, in the guardhouse I fonnd a young boy wlth 
a log of wood chained to h h  ankle. He had been a prisoner for several 
days, and had been obllged to do pollce duty about camp, sweeping 
and eawlng wood, such as la done by the prisoners. From his appear- 
ance, I thought that hls punishment was too severe, and ao I turned to the 
o8lcer of the day, and sald, b' I want thls log of wood taken OK and the 
boy sent to  his quarters under guard." I was told that he had been very 
bad and deaerved his punishment, as  he had, on one or two occaslone, 
attempted to desert. My auggestion In regard t o  the boy was carrled 
out. On the next Sunday lnepection of the guardhouse, I was told by 
the officer of the day that the prisoner I had ordered released had deserted. 
The captain of the gompany sald that he would bring him back to camp, 
if i t  cost him a thousand dollars. 

Upon inspection, two weeks subsequeutly, I fonnd the boy ln the 
guardhouse, handcuffed, and shackles upon his legs. He was not allowed 

. to leave the place, and was obliged to sleep on the floor, wlth nothing 
but a blanket under him and a single blanket over him. I lmmedlately 
ordered him to the hospital. In the absence of Colonel Bartlett, Major 
Cushing was in command. He sent for me to report to hlm, and when I 
arrived sald, " I learn that you have ordered thls boy Clark to the hospl- 
tal, but I ehall not'send him unless you will be responsible for his safe 
keeplng." '' You will send him," I replied, '' and as I do not keep thls 
camp, you cannot hold me responsible, but lf he 1s not sent immedlately, 
I will prefer charges against you." In the afternoon I visited the hospl- 
tal to see if the boy were there. I found hlm in the centre of the ward, 
on a bed, with a sentinel posted a t  the foot. Not seelng his clothing on 
a chair, as was customary, I inquired of the orderly where It was, and 
was informed that Major Cushlng had ordcred him to lock the clothing 
up. I sent the guard away, aud told the orderly to  brlug Clark's clothes 
and put them on the chair beside him, just as  was done for a11 inmates 
of the hospltal. I then sat down beslde him, and taking his hand sald, 

James, yon have had a hard time." I had learned that his father and 
mother had thought hlm lncorrlglble, and had therefore placed him in a 
reformatory at  Westborough, from where he had enlisted. The super- 
lntendent of the reform school said he was glad to  get rid of the worst 
boy he had. I sent for a bowl of mutton broth, and sitting heslde htm 
while he ate it, sald, I know that yon have had a ,hard time, and have 



been neglected and punished and often imposed upon, but I am going to 
be your frlend if you will only do right, and if you have any complaints 
to make, come to me and I will help you." As  he looked up a t  me with 
a pleasant, trusting expression, I felt sure that my etYorta had not been 

' 

ln valn, and that I had made an impression upon this little villaln. 
He soon recovered from his typhoid condition, went back to his 

compmy, m d  was not again seen in the guardhouse while we were in 
the State. When we were In Annapolis, he waa with us, and marched 
from Annapolis to  the battle of the Wilderness, where he w m  in the 
thickest of the Bght. On the 18th of May, a t  the battle of Spotteylvaola, 
our army wes devestated, and among the wounded waa this boy. He 
came to me, and I found that the ball had passed through the top of his 
shoulder, carrylng away the middle portion of the collar bone, and mak- 
ing its exit a t  the top of the shoulder blade. With his eye bright with 
satisfaction he said to  me, Doctor, I have stood all the marches, and 
the battle of the Wilderness, and this is the drat time that I hare been 
to the rear." I said, " I knew there WAS something good in you, and 
you have shown It, for you have acted nobly. You have your wound, 
but I t  is not a serious one. I t  is a wound that you will be proud to go  
home and show to those who thought you were worthless, and you will 
carry it  as  a mark of heroism and patriotism through your whole life." 

WHITMAN V. WHITE, 
Late Surgeon mu-Sauerrth Maesachueetts Volunteere. 

Before closing we desire t o  mention the  grea t  difficulty t h a t  
we have experienced in obtaining a roster, corrected to date. 
T h i s  difficulty hae been greatly augmented by the consolidation of 
t h e  59 th  Massachusetts with the Fifty-Seventh, just prior t o  the 
Anal muster-out. T h i s  added nbout fifteen oERcers a n d  nearly 
four  hundred and Afty enlisted men, whose previous records a re  
unknown to ue, save tha t  the 59th wae bcigaded with the Fifty- 
Seventh and was known t o  be a good regiment. It had pmsed 
through the enine campaign with the Fifty-Seventh, but  did no t  
suetain s o  heavy a battle loss. A s  has been shown on previous 
pages, the attempt to form the regimental associations and hold 
the reunions of both regiments a s  one, did not meet with success, 
hence me know comparatively little of those who formerly 
belonged t o  the 59th since their muster out  of the s e r ~ i c e ;  
forthermow, we are  unable to supply this lack of information and 
a re  forced t o  s tand only upon such records of the 59th a s  a r e  o n  
tile iu the offlce of the Adjutant-General, State  of Massachusetts.  



In our researches through that oface we are indebted to the 
courtesy of Col. Wm. C. Capelle, Assistant Adjutant-General, 
and Capt. Warren B. Galucia, who was formerly a gallant oficer 
in the 56th Massachusetts. 

To our old comrades of the Fifty-Seventh, who are anxiously 
looking for a history of the old regiment, one that they can read 
with pleasure, and with pride hand down to their children, we 
have only to say that we may not have met your fullest expecta- 
tions, yet we have labored faithfully and earnestly to portray the 
thrilling events with which you were associated, and have con- 
stantly aimecl at the truth. If we have failed in this it has not 
been intentional. We have endeavored to place the Fifty-Seventh 
truthfully upon history, alongside of other gallant regiments 
whose records are an honor to the old Commonwealth that 
sent them forth to battle for the life of the general govern- ' 

ment. 
If injustice has been done in any case, it, also, has been 

unintentional, as we have been actuated only by those hallowed 
sentiments of fraternity, charity and loyalty, to which every true 
soldier, who wore the Federal blue, is solemnly pledged. 

As year by year we continue to gather in reunion upon the 
shores of time, we sadly note one comrade after another borne 
out upon the receding tide of life into the great and silent ocean 
of eternity, and thus, as our circle narrows, we grasp more 
firmly the hands that yet iuema@, and while waiting the summons 
that will soon come to us all, our hearts join with a deeper pathos 
in the sweet melody of auld lang syne, for 

"We've stood on many a battlefleld, 
In flrm unbroken line ; 

And faced the foe and scorned to yield, 
In days of auld lrng syne. 

And, though those drys are with the past, 
On history's page they shine ; 

We builded well, a work to last, 
I n  days of auld lang syne. 

We'll stand together now, as then, 
Linked in a three-fold tle ; 

We're comrades now, as well as wheu 
We dared to do or die. 



Fraternity our watchword now 
And charity our aim, 

We mustered then, we muster now 
By loyalty's bright flame. 

And, as the days go psssing by, 
And weaker grows our line, 

We'll keep together tlll we die, 
For drys of auld lang syne. 

And, when we muster where the days 
Of endless glories shine, 

A brighter glory then wiU blaze 
Round days of auld lrng syne." 

;\'curs.-The above poem I8 pnbllrhed by spealal permi~lon of the author, 
Comrade James Beau, formerly of G.A.B. Port 88, Lbparlment of Maa~o~uwtte,  to 
whom we wlah to return our grateful aaknowledgmmm. 

In submitting the roster to our comrades, we feel it a duty, 
which we owe to oumelvee, to call attention to the great labor we 
have expended in our efforta to make it correct and complete to 
date. This work has been greater than all the rest of the history. 
The following correspondence only partially explains the matter. 
We have obtained all the information on file in the oface of the 
Adjutant-General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
have corresponded extensively with individual ofacere and men. 
Adjt.-Gen. H. 0. Moore, Grand Army of the Republic, Depart- 
ment of Massachusetts, also, in a circular addressed to all G.A.R. 
posts within the limit8 of his ~ e ~ i r t m e n t ,  asked for information 
that might be of assistance to us, for which courtesy we desire to 
express our sincere thanks. 

That we hare succeeded in most cases gives some satisfac- 
tion; but that we have not accomplished the full purpoee is a 
source of regret. Very many of the enlieted men had seen honor- 
able service in the army prior to their enlistment in the Fifty- 
Seventh, but we have been unable to obtain such records, with 
few exceptions. 

The many obstacles, which hare stood in the way of a per- 
fect roster, have delayed the publication of the History sereral 
months. As presented now it is as complete and correct as we 



are able to make it.. In the spelling of namee we have been gov- 
erned by the way the men have signed them upon the rolls. In 
case of professional deserters, of which the Fifty-Seventh had.ite 
share, their namee, no doubt, were assumed. 

We glance down the long list, and hear the familiar names 
through the faintly lingering echo of taps, and see the flickering 
lights go out in rapid succession, aa one comrade after another 
sinks to rest under the protecting folds of the flag he loved so 

, well, while the remaining fragmenta of that once proud line of 
blue, known as the Fifty-Seventh Massachueetta Volunteere, 
stand in the deepening twilight of mortal life, holding themselves 
in readiness to surrender to that one enemy before whom, sooner 
or late?, we must all bow, yet with an imperishable hope that 
this will but open the way to a more glorious and enduring vic- 
tory, the trophies of which will be an immoital life of rest and 
peace. 

We have gathered records of the past in the dim light which 
reveals but little of the magnitude of our great struggle to save 
the nation's life ; our work is only a fading wreath to the memory 
of brave men whose deeds of valor will leave a lingering influence 
upon the people of our country through ages yet to come. 

I n  preparing the roster of ofecers we wish to express our 
indebtedness to Col. T. W. Higginson for much information 
gleaned from his valuable work, Maesachueetta in the Army 
and Navy During the War of 1861-65," and to Hon. W. M. 
Olin, Secretary of the Commonwealth, for his devoted friendship, 
patient and zealous efforts in assisting us to obtain information, 
and to many others whose names are not mentioned, we wieh to 
express our appreciation for the encouragement they have given 
in various ways. May the good they have done live after them. 



YIVTP-SE\'ENTTf REQIMENT MASS. \'OLC'ITEERB. 

BELCHEBTOWN, Mass., Jan. 2d, 18913. 
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 

Commonwealth of Massachnsetts, Boston, Mass. 
Nir : I respectfully beg to submlt that in preparlng a Roster of the 

Fifty-Seventh Msesachusetts Volunteer Infantry, corrected to date, as  
required by a recent act of the General Court. I have, through your 
courteey, completed the same, as far as  the records of your olflce enable 
me to do, but many records are still left lucomplete for lack of lnforma- 
tlon from the War Department. These were to have been asked for, 
from tlme to time, by you. Several have already been received, but most 
of them are still lacking, To enable me to anticipate the probable tlme 
that I can publish the history of the Fifty-Seventh Regiment, I have the 
houor to request to be informed when, In your opinlon, the information 
which I lack can be obtained from the War Department. This \v111 
greatly oblige, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN ANDEHBOS, 
Captain U.S. A m y ,  HbtoHnn Fffty-Rmenth Yaa8achusrtt.s Volunteers. 

CONYONWPALTH OF MA~SACH~SETTS, 
ADJUTANT-GENEIUL'B OFFICE, 

BOSTON, Jan. 4 t h  1896. 
Capt. JOHN ANDERSON, U.S.A., 

Belcbertown, MMS. 
Captarn: Replying to your communlcatlon of the Bd instant, you 

are informed that, owing to the orders and InstrucMons of the Honorable 
Secretary of War, Colonel Ainsworth, in charge of the record divislon 
of the War Department, declines to furnish to  the States any informa- 
tion which may be made the bas18 of a claim agalnst the general 
government, for the completion of 8tste records, or for historlcal 
purposes. 

Therefore, uotll we can, in some way, overcome the objection, you 
must be patient. I am sorry that your work should be interrupted, but 
the large number of applicatlons for the rervlce records of men of your 
regiment, led the Record OBice to surmise that the reqnlrement ww for 
the completion of records. 

I t  wlll take a llttle tlme to get back the routlne which for the 
preseot is restrlcted. 

Very respectfully, WN. C. CAPELLE, 
Aaststant Adjutant-General. 



The ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Commonwealth of Maeeschuaette, Boston, Mass. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of 
the 4th inst., in relation to the subject of-incomplete records of men of 
the Fifty-Seventh Maesachusette Volunteeru, and wish to expreaa my 
thanks for  your kindness and courtesy in the matter. I fear the object 
which I have in view 1s not understood, and therefore beg to submit, for 
the information of the War Department, that I am not luterested in any 
way, or doing anything, with a vlew of establishing a baais for making 
clalme against the government. My only object in endeavoring to 
obtain information, is for  historical purposes. 

I recognize the necessity of all officers protecting the government 
against fraudulent claims, and I do not ask anything that is not considered 
proper for me to publish in history, and it  does not appear to me that 
information which would lead to a correct record of men who served the 
government during the war, could be the means of evil results now. 

I t  is not within my province to  question or criticlse the acts of the 
War Department. I simply seek to place myself on record that my true 
purpose may be known ; when understood, I trust my honorable motives 
will meet with approval, and such facilities furnished aa will enable me 
to make a correct roster. If, after this, I am advised that the decision 
of the War Department is the ultimatum which will not be reconsidered, 
then I will submit the history in its present condition, and trust that, 
under the circumstances, which are beyond my control, i t  will be 
accepted as the best I can possibly do, and the fact recognized that 
i t  contains all available information. If not accepted, I fear the 
history of the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts Regiment will never be 
written. 

I would like such advice as will definitely gulde me in the matter, 
and as a voucher for records that are now shown ae incomplete. 

I submit the whole subject to  your dlscretion and good judgment, 
and will cheerfully abide by the same. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN ANDERSON, 
Captain u.6'. Army, Historian my-flezrenth kftzaSachu8ett8 Volunteers. 
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rcr .,~m OF M A S S A C W ~ ~ S ,  
:; T A N T - - G E N ~ ' ~  OFFICE, 

BOSTON, Jan. 8th. 1896. 
The ADJUTAXT-GENERAL, 

Commonwealt ' . +- 

I 
,Str : I respectf ullp . . , pr communication of the 6th instant., - .  I 

Fifty-Seventh Maesar' 1. ,./ fa one atrecting the States directly. 

required by a recef .* -,xprrtment in this. It is the decision of 
v >*' 

courtesy, completr . . ..~;*,.jpril, ,,. that they will not furnish evidence 
me to do, but me 
tion from the 
from time tr . to the War Department. i t  

of them r 

honor ' of the Secretary of War which ie being 

Lave recourae to Congress for rellef. It does not 
done. but all the States having Incomplete records. 

Very respectfully, 
WM. C. CAPELLE, 

Assiutant Adjutantffenem2. 



R O S T E R  

OF THE 

FIFTY-SEVENTH MASSACHUSETTS 
VOLUNTEERS. 

The residence as  glven in the Rostek does not in every case indlcate 
actual residence, but the town or city to which the enlistment was credited. 

The date of muster into the Unlted States service is  given instead of date 
of enlistment, as  the former waa more easily obtained, lea8 liable to error and 
shows date of acceptance into the United States Volunteer Army. 

OFFICERS. 

WILLIAM F. BARTLETT, Colonel, residence, Boston. Born at  Haverhill, 
Mecrs., June 6, 1840 Private 4th Battallon, Mass. Vol. Infantry, April 
14, 1861 ; Captain 20th Mass. Infantry, July 10, 1861; wounded and 
lost a leg, April 24, 1862, in action before Yorktown, Va : mustered ont 
Nov. 12, 1862; Coloxlel 49th Mass. Infantry, Nov. 19, 1862 (wounded in 
attack on Port Hudson, La.) ; mustered out, by expiration of service, 
Sept. 1, 1863; Colonel 67th Mass. Infantry, Aug. 17, 1868 (wounded in 
battle of Wilderness, Va.) ; Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Jnne 27, 
1864; Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, March 18, 1865, for gallant 
and meritorious services during the war -General Orders 148, Oct. 14, 
1865, and General Orders 66 of June 92, 1867; mustered out Oct. 18, 
1866. Dled a t  Pittsfleld, Mass., Dec. 17. 1876. 

NAPOLEON B. McLAUGHLEN, Colonel. Born in Vermont, Dec. 8, 
1823. Military record in volunteer service : Colonel 1st Mass. Infantry, 
Oct. 1, 1862 ; honorably mustered out May 28, 1864 ; Colonel 67th Mass. 
Infantry, Sept. 14, 1864; Brigadier-General by brevet, Sept. 80,1864, for  
gallant and distlngulshed servlces a t  Poplar Grove Church, Va. ; mustered 
out of volunteer service Aug. 10, 1865. Record in regular army : Private, 
Corporal and Sergeant Co. F, Bd Dragoons and General Mounted Service, 
May 27, 1850, to  April 28, 1869; 2d Lleutenant 1st Cavalry, March 27, 
1861; 1st Lleutenant 4th Cavalry, May 3, 1861; Captain 4th Cavalry, 
July 17, 1862 ; Major 10th Cavalry, May 17,1876 ; hfajor by brevet, May 3, 
1868, for gallant m d  meritorions services In battle of Chanceilorsvllle, 
Va. ; Lieutenant-Colonelhp brevet, July 2, 1863, for gallant andmeritorlous 
servlces in the battle of Oettysbarg, Pa.; Coionel by brevet. March 13, 
1865, for pallant and meritorious services during the assault on Fort  
Stedman, Va. ; Brigadier-General by brevet, March 13, 1866, for gallant 
m d  meritorious services in the field during .the war;  retired from active 
service a t  his own requeet June 26, 1882. Dled at  Mlddletown, N.Y., 
Jan. 27, 1887. 
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EDWARD P. HOLLISTER, Lieutenant-Colonel, age 27; resldence Pltts- 
fleld; appolnted Dec. 21, 1863. Private 7th N.Y. Mllttla, April 86, 1861; 
mustered out June 3, 1861; Captain 31st Msss. Infantry, NOV. 20, 1861; 
Lieutenant-Colonel 67th Maes. Infantry, Dec. 21, 1862; mustered Feb. 
15, 1864, reslgned April 16, 1864. Recent addreas, 688 Delaware Ave., 
Bufilo, N.Y. 

CHARLES L. CHANDLER, Lieutenant-Colonel, residence, Brookllne. 
2d Lleutenant 1st Mus .  Infantry, May 26, 1861 ; 1st Lieutenant, March 
21, 1862; Captaln 34th Maes. Infantry, Aug. 6, 1862; LleutenantColonel 
40th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 24, 1864, not mustered; Llentenant-Colonel 
57th Mass. Infantry, Aprll 20, 1864; kllled In battle of North Anna 
Rlver, Va., May 24, 1864. 

JULIUS M. TUCKER, Lieutenant-Colonel, age 28; resldence, Worcester; 
appolnted June 16, 1864. Enlisted as  prlvate In Co. A, 25th Mass., 
Sept. 16, 1861, discharged for promotlon; Bd Lieatenant 36th Mass., 
Aug. 8, 1862, reslgned July 29, 1863; 1st Lleutenant 67th Mass., Jan. 
1, 1864; Captaln, Jan. 6, 1864; Major, June 14, 1864; Lieutenant- 
Colonel, June 16, 1864; Brevet-Colonel U.S. Volunteers, March 13, 1865, 
for gallant and meritorioucl services -General Orders 66, A.G.O., June 
27, 1867; mustered out, by erplratlon of servlce, July 30, 1865. Dled in 
Boston, June 22, 1866. - 

JAMES W .  CUSHINO, Major, age 38; resldence, Roxbury. 1st Lleutenant 
Slst Mass. Infantry. Feb. 20, 1862; Major 57th Mass., Jan. 2i, 1864; 
reslgned May 26, 1864. Record and address since, unknown. 

ALBERT PRESCOTT, Major, age 44; residence, Charlestown. 1st Sergeant 
Co. K, M.V.M. (three months), llprll 19 to  July 31, 1861; 1st Sergeant 
Co. B, 36th Mass., July 30, 1862; Captaln Co. B, 86th Maes., Aug. 28, 
1863; resigned Aprll 29, 1863; Captaln 67th Mass., March 2. 1864; Major 
57th Mass., June 16, 1864; kllled in battle (crater, Va.) July 39, 1864. 

JAMES DOHERTY, Major, resldence, Boston. Sergeant 1st Mass. Infantry, 
May 23, 1861; 2d Lleutenant, Sept. 9, 1862; reslgned Jan. 27, 1864; 
Captaln 57th Mass., March 17, 1864; Major, July 31, 1864, not mustered; 
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel U.S. Volunteers, March 26, 1865, for ml- 
lantry In the battle of Fort Stedman, Va -General Orders KO. 133, 
Aup. 22, 18G5. Died March 26, 1866, of wounds recelved In the battle 
of Fort Steadman, Va. 

EZRA P. OOULD, Major, resldence, Cambridge. Private 24th Mms. In- 
fantry, Oct. 18, 1861; 2d Lleutenant 56th Maes. Infantry, Oct. 16, 1863; 
Captain 59th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 22, 1864; Major, Aug. 80, 1864; 
transferred to  67th Mass. Infantry, June 1, 1865; mustered out, by ex- 
plratlon of service, July 30, 1865. Present resldence, Philadelphia, Peon. 

WHITMAN V. WHITE,  Surgeon, age 28 ; resldence, Stockbrldge. Surgeon 
with rank of Major, 27th N.Y. Infantry, Sept. 14, 1861; resigned Dec. 
1 ,  1861 Major and Surgeon 67th Mass. Infantry, Dec. 6. 1868; 
mustered out, explratlon of servlce, Jnly 80, 1866. Present addreas, 
No. 114 East 86th St., New York Clty. 



CHARLES E. HEATH, Assistant-Surgeon (rank of let Lleutenmt), age 
82 ; residence, Monterey. Appointed Jan. 18, 1864. Discharged Nov. 22, 
1864, per order War Department, A.G.O., Washington, Jan. 28, 1866. 
Dled a t  Lee, Maes., Oct. 5, 1887. 

CHARLES 0. CARPENTER, Assistant-Surgeon (rank of 1st Lieutenant), 
age 26; residence, I-Iolyoke. Appointed May 6, 1864; dlscharged for  
disability Jan. 80, 1866 ; Previous service, as  Assistant-Surgeon U.S. 
Navy; appointed Jnly 30, 1861; resigned May 27. 1868. Sewlce on 
board the Ottawa in South Atlantic Squadro11. At present date, prac- 
ticlng physician in Holyoke, Maes. 

DAVID S. CLARK, Assistant-Surgeon (rank of 1st Lieutenant) ; residence, 
Derry, N.H. Appointed in 69th Mass., March 20, 1866; transferred t o  
67th Mass. by consolldatlon; mustered out, by expiration of service, 
July 80, 1865. Residence since, unknown. 

MICHAEL F. GARVIN, Assistant-Surgeon (rank of l e t  Lieutehant), age 
28; residence, Boston. Appointed May 5, 1866; mustered out, by expira- 
tion of service, July 80, 1866. Residence since, unknown. 

ALFRED H. DASHIELL, Jr., Chaplain, age 40; resldence, Stockbrldge. 
Appointed Aprll 14,1864 ; mustered out, by expiration of servlce, July 30, 
1866. Present residence, Lakewood, N.J. Degree of Doctor of Divinity 
conferred by Rutherford College, North Carolina, June 16, 1891. 

JOHN W .  SANDERSON, Captain, age 82; resldence, Westboro. Prlvate 
Elst Mass. Sept. 26, 1862; le t  Lleutenant, Oct. 2, 1862: mustered out 
July 27, 1868; 2d Lleutenant 67th Mass. Infantry, Oct. 21, 1868; 
Captain, Dec. 26, 1863. Discharged for dlsabillty (on account of 
wounds) Nov. 10, 1864, per Special Orders 896, War Department, Nov. 
10, 1864. Died at  Colfax, Iowa. Jan. 18, 1884. 

JOSEPH W .  GIRD, Captain, age 24, resldence, Worcester. Private 25th 
Mass. Infantry, Oct. 4, 1861; 1st Lleutenant 86th Mass. Infantry, Aug. 
11, 1862; resigned May 19, 1863; 2d Lleutenant 67th Mass. Infantry, 
Nov. 8, 1868; Captain, Dec. 81, 1863; killed in battle of Wilderness, Va., 
May 6, 1864. 

GEORGE H. HOWE,  Ca t d n .  Born In Monson, Mass., 1840. Enlisted 
from Monson in Co. 8,  46th Mass., and appointed 1st Lleutenant Oct. 
15, 1862; mustered out, by expiration of servlce, July 29, 1863; 2d 
Lleutenant 67th Mass. Infantry, Nov. 2, 1868; Captain, Jan. 26, 18M; 
kllled In battle before Petersburg, Va. (crater). July 80, 1861, whlle 
acting Inspector-General, First Brigade, First Division, Nlnth Army 
Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

EDSON T. DRESSER, Ca tain, residence, Stockbrldge. la t  Lieutenant 
49th Mass. Infantry. l e p t a  20, 1869; mustered out, by expiration of 
servlce, Sept. 1, 1868; Captaln 57th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 25, 1864. 
Killed in battle before Petersburg, Va. (crater), Julx 80, 1864. 

LEV1 LAWRENCE, Captain; resldence, Fitchburg. 1st Lleutenant 26th 
. Maes., Oct: 12, 1861; resigned July 21, 1863. Captain 67th Maes., Feb. 

11, 1864; dlscharged for dlsablllty (wounds recelved in battle), Sept. 
19, 1864. Drowned a t  sea by wreck of steamehlp City of Columbw of 
the Savannah Line, off Gay's Head, Maee., Jan. 18, 1884. 
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CHARLES D. HOLLIS, Captain, age 39; residence, Lynn. Enlisted in 
the 46th Mass. Infantry, Aug. 19, 1862; mustered out, by expiration of 
service, July 29, 1868; 2d Lieutenant 57th Mass. Infantry, Oct. 13, 1863; 
1st Lieutenant, Feb. 11, 1864; Captain, April 9, 1864; dirtcharged for  
disability (wounds received in battle), Oct. 13, 1864. Present residence, 
Lynn, Mass. 

FREDERICK COCHRANE, Captain, age 26 ; residence, Methuen. 2d Lien- 
tenant 50th Mass Infantry, Sept. 19, 1862; mustered out Aug. 24, 
1863; 2d Lieutenant 59th Mass. Infantry, Sept. 11, 1863; Captaln, April 
20, 1884; transferred to 67th hfass. Infantry, by consolidation of the 
57th and 59th, June 1, 1865; mustered out, by expiration of service. 
July 30, 1865. Address, June 30, 1895, Soldiers' Home, Chelsea, Mass. 

ALBERT W. COOKE, Captain; residence, Milford. Born a t  Shelburne 
 fall^, Mass., Sept. 18, 1843. Enlisted In Co. B, 25th Mass., from 
Milford, Sept. 6, 1861; promoted Corporal the same day; Sergeant. 
April 15, 1862; 1st Sergeant, Sept. 19, 1862; discharged in December, 
1868, to accept commission; 2d Lieutenant 57th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 7, 
1864; 1st Lieutenant, March 4, 1864; Captain, June .5, 1864. On e t a 8  
of Third Brigade, First Division, Niuth Corps, Army of the Potomac, as 
Provost Marshal, in April, 1865; Actlng Assletant Adjutant-General of 
the Brigade in May, 1865; mustered out, by expiration of service. July 
30, 1866. Residence a t  present date (Jan. 31, 1896), No. 16 Appleton St., 
Malden, Mass. Business address, 81 State St., Boston, Mass. 

HENRY L. SWORDS, Captain, age 22; residence, Charlestown. Private 
36th Mass. Infantry. July 26, 1862; 2dLieutenant 59th Mass. Infantry, 
Oct. 6, 1863; 1st Lieutenant, Jan. 6, 1864; Captain, June 17, 1864; 
transferred to the 57th Mass. Infautry, by consolidation of the 57th and 
59th June 1, 1865; mustered out, by expiration of service. July -30, 
1866; appointed Major U.S. Volunteers by brevet for gallant and 
meritorious conduct before Petersburg, Va., to dste from April 2, 1865, 
per General Orders No. 65, War Department, A.G.O., June 22, 1867. 
Recent address, Treasury Department, Washington, D.C. 

JOSEPH W .  QELRAY, Captain, age 27; residence, Lowell. Born in Eng- 
land. Record in volunteer service: Private and Corporal Co. A and 
Sergeant Co. 11, 2d Mass. Infantry, May 25, 1861, to Uec. 34, 
1862; 2d Lieutenant 2d Mass. Infantry, Dec. 25, 1862; 1st Liet~tenant, 
Nov. 1, 1863, honorably ~nustered out July 24, 1864. Captain 57th Mass. 
Infantry, July 26, 1861; honorably mustered out Nov. 14, 1861. Major 
4th Mass. Heavy Artillery, Dec. 7, 1864; honorably mu~tered out June 
17. 18G6 Appointed in Regular Army as Captain 45th U.S. Infantry, 
July 28, 1866. Retired from active service Doc. 15, 1870, on account of 
disability, loss of right arm from wouud In line of duty. Appointed 
Lietitenant-Colonel U S. Army by brevet, for  gallant and meritorious 
services in the battle of Gettysburg, to  date from March 2, 186i, General 
Orders No 89, War Department, A G.O., Sept. 26, 1867. Present 
addrcss, care War Department, Washiupton, D.C. 

JOHN L. GOODWIN, Captain, age 28; residence, Worceeter. Mustered as 
Private Co. A, 25th Maes., Sept. 14, 1861; discharged Jan. 6, 1864, to 
accept colnmlsslou 1st Lieutenant 57th hlass. Iufantry, Jan. 6, 1864; 
Captain, July 31, 18G4; not rnust,ered on a c c q t  of absent, woonded; 



discharged (as 1st Lieutenant) for dieablllty from wounds received in 
line of duty. Died in Worceeter, Mass.. Nov. 22, 1867. 

HENRY C. WARD, Ca tdn, age 21; residence, Worcester. Private and 
SergeanbMajor 16tI Mass. Iufantry, July 31, 1861, to April 9, 1863; 2d 
Lieutenant, April 9, 1863; resigned Sept. 4, 1868; let Lieutenant 67th 
Maee Infantry, March 0, 186h; Captain, July 31, 1864; honorably 
mustered out, by expiration of aervlce, Julg 30, 1866; appointed in the 
regular army as 2d Lieutenant 11th U.S. Infantry, Feb. 23, 1866, let 
Lieutenant same day ; transferred to 16th U.S. Infantry, April 14, 1869 ; 
regimental Quartermaster, March 1, 1875, to  Feb. 8, 1880; Captain by 
brevet U.S. Army, to  date from March 2, 1867, for  gallant and merito- 
rious services during the war and In actlon a t  Fort Stcdman, Va., March 
24, 1866 - General Orders 33, April 9, 1869. Military adviser on staff of 
governor of Tennessee from 1892 to (in that capacity at  present date) 
Jan. 31, 1896. Address, care of Adjutant-General, Nashville, Tenn. 

HENRY M. CROSS, Captain, age 22; residence, Newburyport. Private 
48th Mass. Infantry, Sept. 16, 1862; mustered out Sept. 3, 1863; Private 
and Serkeant-Major 59th Mass. Infantry, Nov. 1, 1863; 2d Lieutenant, 
Nov. 24, 1863; 1st Lieutenant, April 26, 1864; Captain, Aug. 20, 1864; 
transferred to 67th Mass. Infantry by consolidation of 67th and 69th, 
June 1, 1865; mustered out, by expiration of service, July 30, 1866. 
Recent address, Newburyport, Mass. 

JOHN FOLEY, Captain. 2d Lieutenant 69th Mass. Infantry, Dec. 16, 1863; 
1st Lieutenant, June 21, 1864; Captaln, Sept 10, 1864; mustered out to 
date Julg SO, 1866-Speclal Order 246, War Departmeut, A.G.0 , dated 
Oct. 20, 1887, to amend his record so as  to make him Captain in the 69th 
Mass., Sept. 10, 1864. No date of transfer to  the 57th. Recent addrese, 
173 Fifth St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 

GEORGE E. BARTON, Captain, age 24; reeldeuce, Worcester. Corporal 
Co. C, 51st Mass. Infantry, mustered iu, Sept. 26, 1862; Sergeant-Major. 
Nov. 4, 1862; mu~tered out, by expiration of service, July 27, 1863; 2d 
Lieutenant Gith Mass. Infantry, Jan. 6, 1864; 1st Lieutenant, Aprll 9, 
1864; Captain, Sept. 20, 1864; mustered out July 20, 1865. Died in 
Worcester, Mass., May 29, 18i8. 

L. CURTIS BRACKETT, Captain, age 23; residence, Boston. Sergeant- 
Major 28th Mass. Infantry, Oct. 12, 1861; 2d Lieutenant, April 4, 1862; 
1nt Lieutenant, Sept. 24, 1862; Captain, May 12, 1863 (declined com- 
mission); transferred to  67th Mass. Infantry, Nov. 9, 1864; Captain, 
Dec 14, 1864 ; Major of Volunteers by brevet for connpicuous gallantry 
in tlie attack on Fort Stedman and Petersburg, Va., to date from April 
2, 1R66 -General Orders 66, War Department, Adjutant-General's OWce, 
June 22, l8G7. Record since discharge, unknown. 

CHARLES BARKER, Captain, resldence, Fitchburg. Lieutenant in the 
Fitchblirg Guards a t  breaking out of the war. Appointed 1st Lieutenant 

. 21st Mass. Infantry, Aug. 21, 1861 ; resigned, on account of ill health, 
June 16, 1862; 1st Lieutenant 67th Mass. Infantry, Feb. 18, 1864; 
Captain, Nov. 11, 1864 (not mustered). 1)ischarged as 1st Lieutenant, 

, Dec. 17, 1864, for disability, result of wound received in battle of 
Wilderness, Va., May 6, 1864. Present residence, Leominster, Mass. 



ALFRED 0. HITCHCOCK, Captain, age 28; realdence, Fitohburg. Enlisted 
as  Private Co. A, 68d Mase. Infantry (9 months), Dec. 9, 1862 (wounded 
a t  Port Hudson) ; mustered out, by expiration of eervice, Sept 2, 1863; 
2d Lieutenant 57th Mass. Infantry, Oct. 17, 1868; le t  Lleutenant. Oct. 
24, 1864; Captain, Nov. 11, 1864; mustered May 19, 1866; eerved se 
aidede-camp on the staff of Major-General Nelson A. Miles a t  Fortress 
Munroe, Va., from May 26, 1866, to April, 1866, also as  Provost Marshal, 
Military District of Fortress Munroe; honorably mustered out April 19, 
1866; appointed Major U.S. Volunteers by brevet for meritorious and 
gallant serrlces in the fleld, to  date from March 18, 1866-General 
Orders 66, War Department, Jnne 22, 1867, At preeent date (Jan. 31, 
1896), practicing phyeician in Fltchburg, Mass. 

ALBERT PINDER, Captain, age 88; resldence, Lowell. 2d Lieutenant 6th 
Mass. Infantry, Aug. 31, 1862; mustered out June 3, 1863; 2d Lieutenant 
69th Mass. Infantry, March 80, 1864; 1st Lieutenant, July 31, 1864; 
Captain, March 26, 1865; transferred to 67th Mass Infantry, by con- 
solldatlon of 57th and 59th, June 1. 186.5; mustered out, by explration 
of servlce, July 30, 1865. Recent addrese, Lowell, Mass. 

BENJAMIN F. CHESLEY, Captain, age 28; reeidence, Haverhill. 2d Lieu- 
teuant 17th Mass. Infantry, dug. 21, 18G1; resigned Dec. 2i,  1861; 1st 
Lieutenant 59th Muss. Infantry, March 3, 1864; Captain, March 26, 
1866; transferred to 67th Mass. Infantry, by consolidation of 67th and 
69th, June 1, 1865; appointed Captaln by brevet to date from March 25, 
1865, for gallantry at  Fort Stedluau. Va.-General Orders 133, Aug. 22, 
1866, and June 22, 1867, War Department, Adjutant-General's OtBce; 
muetered out, by expiration of servlce, A.ug. 8, 1866. Record since, 
unknown. 

GEORGE E. PRIEST, 1st Lieutenant, age 21 ; residence, Watertown. En- 
listed as Prlvate, 68d M a s .  Infantry, Nov. 6, 1862; le t  Lieutenant, Nov. 
16, 1864; mustered out, by expiration of service, Sept 4, 1868; l e t  Lieu- 
tenant and regimental Quartermaster 67th Mass. Infantry, Nor. 6, 1863; 
muetered out, by expiration of servlce, Joly 80, 1866. Acting Brigade 
Quartermaster on s t a r  of General McLaughlen, Third Brlgade, First 
nivision, Ninth Army Corps, from Oct., 1864, to  July 30, 1866. At pres- 
ent date. Treasurer of the Watertown Savings Bank and Chalrman Board 
of Trustees, Public Library of Watertown, M a s .  Residence (to date), 
Watertown, Mass. 

SAMUEL M. BOWMAN, xet Lieutenant, residence, Worceater. Enlisted In 
Co. A, 61st Mess. Infantry nine months); mustered ee Sergeant, Sept. \ 26. 1862; discharged, by exp ration of servlce, July. 1868; 1st Lieutenant 
67th Maes. Infantry, Dec. 26, 1868; killed in trench- front of Petem- 
burg, Va., Jnly 26, 1864. 

E. DEXTER CHENEY, 1st Lieutenant, age 21 ; residence, Worcester. En- 
listed as  Sergeant Co. F ,  61st Mass. Infantry, Oct. 14, 1862: mustered 
out, by expiration of service, July 27, 1868; 2d Lieutenant 67th M a w ,  
Infantry, Dec. 81, 1863; 1st Lieutenant, Jan. 19, 1864; killed whlle on 
duty with his regiment in the trenches In front 'of Petereburg, Va., Joly 
19, 1864. 



JOHN H. COOK, 1st Lieutenant, age 82;  residence, Northampton. Enlieted 
ae Private Co. C, 10th Mass. Infantry, June 21, 1861; discharged for die- 
abllity July 17, 1862 ; 2d Lieutenant 67th Mme. Infantry. Nov. 27. 1863 ; 
l e t  Lieutenant, Feb. 10,1864; discharged Dec 27, 1864, disability reeult 
ing from gunehot wound through the body whlle on duty with his regl- 
ment, eervlng In the trenches in front of Peteraburg, Va. ; Captain and 
Major U.S. Volunteers by brevet, to date from llIarch 18, 1866, for gal- 
lant and meritorions condoct In the campalgn before Petereburg, Va.- 
General Order 91, War Department, A.G.O., Oct. 9,1867. Served twenty- 
flve years in the Boston Custom House, and was Auditor from 1890 u~it l l  
day of his death; Department Inspector G.A.R. Mass. and Commander 
Kinsley Post 113, C3.A H. Served in the General Court of Massachusetts 
in 1876, 1876 and 1877. Died a t  hi8 home in Hoxbury, Mae.,  
Bug. 19, 1893. 

EDWARD S. DEWEY, 1st Lieutenant, age 20; residence, Montagne. Cor- 
poral Co. C3, 10th Mass. Infantry, June 21,1861 ; discharged Jan. 17,1864 
for promotion) ; 2d Lieutenant 67th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 18, 1864; 1st t leutenant, March 2, 1864; discharged for disability Sept. 20, 1864. 

Present addrescl, Custom House, Boston, Mass. 

ALBERT DOTY, 1st Lieutenant, age 23. Enlisted from Hancock, Mass., and 
mnstered as  Private in Co. I, 67th Mass., March 10, 1864; 1st Lieuten- 
ant, July 14, 1864; Captain U.S. Volunteers by brevet, Aug. 18,1864, per 
General Orders No 16, War Department, Feb. 6, 1865, for  gallant ser- 
vices in the operations on the.Weldon Railroad, Va.; mustered out, by 
expiration of servise, July SO, 1866. Previous service as adjutant of a 
volunteer regiment of infantry from New York, of which we hare no . 
record. Death reported at  the regimental reunion in 1874, date unknown. 

CHARLES H. ROYCE, 1st Lleutenant, age 'du; residence, Montlcello, N.Y. 
Enlisted from Pittefleld, Mass., as  Rlvate  in Co. G, 87th Mass Infantry, 
and muetered Aug. 30, 1862; discharged to accept commlesion April 8, 
1864; Pd Lieutenant 67th Mae .  Infantry, Jan. 28, 1864; 1st Lleutenant, 
Oct. 7, 1864; mustered out May 26, 1866. Appointed Captain, by brevet, 
U.S. Volunteers for gallant and meritorious services at  the battle of 
North Anna River, Va., t o  date from March 18, 1666, and Major U 9. 
Volunteers by brevet, as of eame date, for gallant and meritorious eer- 
vices before Petersburg, Va.,  General Orders, War Department, Oct. 9, 
1867. United States Consnl a t  Prague. Bohemia, from 1868 to 1878. 
Reeent reeidence, Montlcello, N.Y. 

JAMES W. KENNAY, 1st Lieutenant, age 27; resldence, Boston. Enllsted 
and mustered se Private in Co. C, 18th Mass. Infantry, July 16, 1861; 
Sergeant, Nov. 1, 1862; discharged (date unknown); enlisted In 67th 
Maee:Infantry Jan. 4, 1864; 2d Lieutenant, Aprils, 1864; let Lientenant, 
Oct. 7, 1864 (not mustered) ; dlecharged for dleebllity Dec. 17, 1804, ae 
2d Lieutenant. Record and address since, unknown. 

ALBERT M. MURDOCK, 1st Lieutenant, age 19; resldence, Worcester. 
Enlleted and mustered as Private in Co. H, 67th Mans. Infantry, Jan' 11, 
1864 ; Sergeant-Major same date ; 1st Lieutenant, Oct. 7, 1864 ; kllled In 
battle of Fort Stedman, Va., March 26, 1866. 
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HENRY M. IDE, 1st Lieutenant, age 33; reeldence, Worcester. Sergeant 
Co. B, 3d Battalion Riflemen; mnstered in April 19, 1861; mustered out 
May 8, 1861 ; Corporal Co. A, 25th Mass. Infantry; mnstered in Sept. 
14, 1861 ; discharged for disability June 10, 1863; Private Co. H, 57th 
Mass. Infantry ; mustered in Jan. 11, 1864 ; wounded June 17, 1864 ; let 
Lieutenant, Oct. 7, 1864; mnstered out, expiration of service, Jnly 30, 
1866. Death retorted, no date, a t  reunion in 1881. 

JAMES H. MARSHALL, 1st Lieutenant, ace 21 ; residence, Pittsfleld. 
Mustered as 1st Sergeant Co. I ,  57th Mass. Infantry, March 10, 1864; 
1st Lieutenant, Oct. 7, 1864; Captain U.S. Volunteers, by brevet, for 
gallant and meritorious service in the battles before Richmond, Vs , 
to date from March 29, 1866, per General Order 65, June 22, 1867; 
mustered out, by expiration of service, July 30, 1866. Died a t  Wseh- 
ington, D.C., Dec. 10, 1892. Clerk for Senate Committee on Indian 
Aflairs. 

EDWARD F. POTTER, 1st Lieutenant, age 22 ; residence. Greenfield. 
Enlisted and mustered as  Private Co. G, 10th Maas. Infantry, June 21, 
1861; discharged for disability June 1, 1863; enlisted in 57th hfass. 
Infantry, date unknown; 1st Lleutenant, Oct. 7, 1864; mustered out, by 
expiratlon of service, July 30, 1865; since, postmaster a t  Gardner, Mass 
Present address, Gardner (or West Gardner), Mass. 

JAMES GIBSON 1st Lieutenant, age 27 ; residence, Boston ; 2d Lieutenant 
13th Mass infantry, April 1, 1863; 1st Lieutenant and Adjutant 69th 
hiass. Infantry. Nov 19, 1868; Captain, Dec. 10. 1863; resigned Feb. 15, 
1864; Private and Sergeant-Major h9th Masg Infantry, Feb. 29, 1864; 
mustered March 12, 1RG4: 1st Lieutenant, Oct. 7, 1864; transferred to 
57th Mass. Infantry, June 1, 1866; mustered out, by expiration of ser- 
vice, July YO, 18G5. Record and addrese since, unknown. 

THOMAS STURCIIS, 1st Lieutenant, age 18; residence, New York; let 
Lieutenant and Adjutant, 60th Mass. Illfantry, Bug 1, 1864; mustered 
out Nov. 30, 1864; 1st Lleutenant 57th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 27, 1866; re- 
signed June 26, 1865. Record and residence since, unknown. 

WILLIAM A. BEARCE, 1st Lieutenant, age 39; residence, Chelsea; Zd 
Lieutenant 59th Mass. Infantry, Oct. 7, 1864 ; commission cancelled ; 1st 
L i e ~ ~ t c ~ l a n t  69th Mass Infantry, March 25, 1865; transferred to 57th 
Mms Infantry, June 1, 1865; mustered out, expiration of service, Jnly 
30, 1865 Record of service prior to Oct. 7, 1864, unknown. Record 
and residence since discharged, unknown. 

CHARLES L. DARLING. 1st Lieutenant, age 27; residence, Boston. En- 
listed as Private in Co. G, 69th Yaw. Inf., March 4, 1864: 2d Lieutenant, 
Oct. 7, 1804; commission cancelled; 1st Llentenant. March 25, 1865; 
transferred to 57th Mass. Infantry, June I .  1865; m ~ ~ s k r e d  out, by 
expiration of servlce, July 30, 1863. Residence, recent date, Beverly. 
Mass. 

COBURN S. SMITH, 1st Lieutenant, age 21 ; residence, Billerica. 1st Lieu- 
tcnant 59th Mass Infantry, hfarch 25, 1865; transferred to 57th Mass. 
Infantry. June 1, 1865; ~nustered out July 80, 1865, expiration of service. 
Record of servlce prior to March 25, 1865, unknown. Record and resi- 
dence since mustered out, unknown. 
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BENJAMIN R. SYMONDS, 1st Lieutenant, age 21 ; residence, South Danvers. 
1st Lieutenant 69th Mass Infantry, March 26, 1866; transferred to  67th 
Mass. Infantry, June 1,1866; mustered out, by expiration of servlce, July. 
30, 1866. Record of service prior to March 26, 1866, unknown. Record 
and residence since muster out, unknown. 

SAMUEL CURRIER, 1st Lieutenant, age 31; residence, Natlck. Enlisted 
in the 13th Mass. Infantry, July 16, 1861; wounded a t  the battle of 
Antietam Sept. 17, 1862; discharged, dieabllity, date unknown; enllsted 
in Co. D, 69th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 1, 1864; mustered as Sergeant Feb. 
9, 1866; transferred to  67th Mass. Infantry as  Sergeant Co. D, June 1, 
1866. 1st Lieutenant, June 12, 1866 ; mustered June 26, 1866 ; mustered 
out, by expiration of service, July 30, 1866. Present residence, Natick, 
Mass. 

GEORGE ADAMS, 1st Lieutenant, age 26 ; residence, Boston. Mustered in 
ns let Sergeant Co. G, 67th Mass. Infantry. March 10, 1864; let Lieu- 
tenant, June 12, 1866; mustered June 26, 1866; mustered out, by expira- 
tion of service, July 30, 1865. Record of service prior to March 10, 
1864, unknown. Record and residence since mustered out, unknown. 

CHARLES F. LEE,  ad Lieutenant, age 22; residence, Templeton. Enlisted 
and mustered as Corporal Co. A, 18th Mass. Infantry, Ang. 24, 1861; 
discharged Oct. 2, 1862, for disability, result of wounds received in 
action Bug. 30, 1862,; 2d Lieutenant 67th Mass. Infantry, Oct. 21, 1863; 
discharged, disability, May 17, 1864; 2d Lieutenant 56th Mass. Infantry, 
Dec. 10, 1864; 1st Lieutenant, June 23, 1866; mustered out, by expira- 
tion of service, Aug. 29, 1866; Captain U.S. Volunteers by brevet, to 
date from March 13, 1866, per General Order, War Department, A G.O., 
Oct. 14, 1868. Record and residence since muster out, unknown. 

EDWIN I. COE, ad Lieutenant, age 19; resldence, Worcester. Enlisted 
and mustered as Corporal Co. F, 6lst Mass. Infantry, nine months, Oct. 
14, 1862; mustered ont, by expiratlon of service, July 27, 1863; 2d 
Lieutenant 67th Mass. Infantry, Dec. 31. 1863; killed in battle before 
Petersburg, Va., June 17, 1864. Acting Adjutant a t  time of death. 

JOHN ANDERSON, ad Lieutenant, re~idence, Holland. Born at  Monson, 
Mass., 1841; enlisted from Lansing, Mich , Jan. 6, 1863, in Co. E, 1st 
Michigan Sharpshooters; discharged to accept commission, Feb. 9, 
1864. Mustered ae 2d Lieutenant 67th Mass. Infantry, Feb. 10, 1864; 
discharged, disability, wound recelved In actlon, Jan. 21, 1066 ; 2d 
Lieutenant, 20th Veteran Reserve Corps, March 26. 1866, mustered 
out June 30. 1866; 1st Lieutenant and Captain by brevet to date from 
March 13. 1865, for gallunt and meritorious services In the battles 
before Petersbur~,  Va. -General Orders 67, War Department, A.G.O., 
July 16, 1867. Service in the reglllar army as  follows: 2d Lieuten- 
ant 26th U.S. Infautry, Ang. 10, 1867; tra~isferred to 18th U.S. Infantry, 
April 26, 1869; 1st Lieutenant, Oct. 17, 1878; Captaln, Jane 21, 1890. 
Retired Prom active service June 6. 1894, on account of disability in 
line of duty (Section 1261, Revised Statutes U.S ). Restdence since, 
Belchertown, Mass. 

*The above record considered correct, but not altogether omcial. - J. A .  



HENRY B FISKE, ad Lieutenant, reeidence, Springdeld. Appointed Feb. 
11, 1864 ; le t  Lleutenant, Oct. 7, 1864 ; declined commission; discharged, 
aa 2d Lieutenant, for  dlsabillty, Sept. 6, 1864. Record of servlce prior to 
Feb. 11, 1861, unknown. Residence reported, recent data, 129 Daven- 
port St., Cleveland, Ohio. 

JOHN READE, ad Lieutenant, re~tdence, Milford. 1st Lieutenant, 48th 
Mass. Infantry, nine months, NOV. 16, 1862; resigned, March 1, 1863; 
2d Lieutenant 67th Mass. Infantry, March 2, 1864 (prisoner of war July 
80. 1864, to - 1866) ; mustered out May 16, 1865 ; le t  Lieutenant and 
Captain, by brevet, to date from March 13, 1866, for falthful eervices 
during the campaigns of 1864 and 1866 -General Order 46, War Depart- 
ment, A.G.O.. April 24, 1869. Served in the General Court of Masea- 
chusetts 1879, 1880 and 1881. in the Senate (Mase.) 1891 and 1892. 
Residence, present date, 187 Main St., Charlestown, Maem. 

GEORGE S. GREEN, ad Lieutenant, age 30; resldence, Springfield. Enlieted 
and mustered into the U.S. service as  Corporal Co. F ,  10th Maes. 
Infantry, June 21, 1861 ; re-enlisted Dec. 21, 1868; discharged a s  1st 
Sergeant, Feb. 8, 1864; 2d Lieutenant 67th Maes. Infantry, March 4, 
1864; discharged, disability, Oct. 5, 1864; Major by brevet, to  date from 
March 13, 1865, per General Order 67, War Department, A.G.O., July 16, 
1867. Residence, recent date, Aurora, Ill. 

JAMES M. CHILDS, ad Lieutenant, age 36 ; residence, Worcester. Mustered 
into the U.S. service a8 1st Sergeant Co. B, 67th Maes. Infantry, Jan. 4, 
1864; 2d Lieutenant, Aprll 9, 1864; killed in the battle of the Wilder- 
ness, Va., May 6, 1864. Record of service prior to that in the 67th 
unknown. 

JAMES PEACOCK, ad Lieutenant, age 24; resldence, Worcester. Mustered 
into the U.S. service as Private Co. l), 16th Maes. Infantry, July 12, 
1861 ; discharged for  disability, Nov. 22, 1862; le t  Sergeant Co. B, 57th 
Mass. Infantry, Jan. 4, 1864; 2d Lieutenant, Aprll 9, 1864; discharged, 
May 2.5, 1866. on account of wounds received in battle of Fort Stedman, 
Va., March 26, 1865. Died at  Worcester, Mass., date unknown. Re- 
ported at  regimental reunion of 1883 

CHARLES H. PINKHAM, ad Lieutenant, age 20; residence, Worcester. 
Mustered ae Corporal Co. H, 67th, Jan. 11, 1864; Sergeant-Major, Jan. 
1, 1866; 2d Lieutenant, June 12, 1866; mustered out, by expiration of ser- 
vice, July 80, 1866; 1st Lieutenant and Captain by brevet, to date from 
March 13, 1866, for gallant and meritorious condnct whlle in front of 
Petersburg in 1864, and more especially for  gallantry on the 25th of 
March, 1866, he, a t  that tlme, capturing the colors of the 57th North 
Caroltna Volunteare of Gordon's rebel brigade*." Awarded a medal of 
honor for  the u m e  service, and in saving the colors of his own regl- 
ment from capture. Present residence, Worcester, Maes. 

PATRICK GILMORE, ad Lieutenant, age 44; reeldence, Went Springfield. 
1st Sergeant Co. D, 67th Mae& Infantry, Jan. 26, 1864; 2d Lieutenant, 
June 12, 1865; mustered out, by explratton of service, July 80, 1866. 
Record of service prior to Jan. 25, 1864, unknown. Record and residence 
since muster out, unknown. 

*The word8 enlbnoed in quotrtlon u a  lrom Qenerrl Order8 No. 67, W u  Deputment, 
AdjutPnt4enerrl'r Omce, dated July 16,1881.-J.A. 



CHARLES E. BARNARD, ad Lieutenant, age 28; reeidence. Worcester. 
Enlisted and mnstered lnto service in Co. E, 16th Mass. Infantry, July 
80, 1861 ; discharged for  disability, wounds received In actlon, Nov. 24, 
1862; le t  Sergeant Co. F, 67th Maes. Infantry, Feb. 18, 1864; 2d 
Lieutenant June 12, 1866 ; mustered out, by expiration of service, July 
30, 1866. bled at  Worcester, Maes., Jnne 18, 1887. Cause of death, 
wounds received in action. 

CHARLES L. DEFOSE, ad Lieutenant, reeldence, Worcester. Enlisted and 
mustered into the U.S. service in Co. D, 16th Maes. Infantry, July 12, 
1861; discharged for disability, no date given. Enlisted and mustered 
as  S e r ~ e a n t  Co. C, 67th Maee. Infmtry, - 1864; Zd Lieutenant, June . 12, 1866: mustered out, by expiration of service, July 80, 1866. Resi- 
dence, recent date, Worcester, Mess. 

CHARLES F. SHERMAN, ad Lieutenant, age 29; residence, Salem. En- 
listed and mnstered in 69th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 6, 1864; transferred to 
Co. B, 67th Mass. Infantry, aa let Sergeant, June 1, 1866; 2d Lieutenant 
17th, Jnne 12, 1866; mustered out, by expiration of service, July 80, 
1866. Record of service prior to  Jan. 6, 1864, unknown. Latest resi- 
dence known, 21 Perkins St., Charleatown,  mas^. 

WILLIAM 5. SARGENT, ad Lieutenant, age 21 ; residence, Boston. Enlisted 
and mnstered in 69th Mass. Iufantry, April Pi, 1864; transferred as lut 
Sergeant to  Co B, 67th Mass. Infantry, June 1, 1866; 2d Lieutenant, 
June 12, 1866; mustered out, by explration of service, July 80, 1866. 
Record of service prlor to  April 2, 1866, unknown. %cent address, U.S. 
Snb. Treasury, Boston, Mass. 

HENRY F. FLETCHER, ad Lieutenant, age 22; reeidence, Westford. En- 
listed in 59th Mase. Infantry - - ; traueferred to 67th Mass. 
Infantry, June 1, 1865 ; 2d Lieutenant, June 12, 1886 ; mustered out, by 
expiration of service, July 30, 1866. Service, if any, prior to enlistment 
in 69th regiment, unknown. Record and residence since muster out, 
nnknown. 

CHARLES H. SARGENT, ad Lieutenant, age 27; residence, Stow. Mus- 
tered in 69th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 6, 1864; transferred as Sergeant to  
Co. B, 67th Mass. Infantry, June 1. 1866; 2d Lieutenant. June 19, 1866; 
mnstered out, by expiration of service, July 80, 1866. Record of servlce, 
if any, prior to January 6, 18G6, unknown. Record and residence since 
muster out, unknown. 

NON - COMMISSIONED STAFF. 

SAMUEL BAXTER, Sergeant-Major, age 86; residence, Boston. Mustered 
Feb. 4, 1864; discharged, by expirution of servlce, July 30, 1866; trans- 
ferred from 69th, June 1, 1866. ' ~ e s e n t  address nnknown. 

JAMES A. ROBBINS, Quartermaster-Sergeant, age 22 ; residence, Water- 
town. Mustered Feb. 18, 1864, as  Private Co. E ;  discharged a~ 
Quarterniaater-Sergeant, expiration of service, July 80, 1866. Recent 
address, Chlcago, Ill. 



WM. H. H .  ALDRIDQE, Commirauy Sergeant, ege 81; residence, Melrow. 
Mustered Feb. 20, 1864; dlscbrged, by expiration of eervice, July 30, 
1866 ; transferred from 69th June 1, 1866. Present address, unknown. 

DAVID F. LAWRY, Commissary Sergeant, age 36; residence, Worcester. 
Mustered Jan. 11, 1864; discharged ae snpernumerary, May 26, 1866. 
Death reported at  reunion of 1873. 

HENRY Q. PROUT, Hospital stew.%, age 18; residence, Great Barrington. 
Mustered Jan. 26, 1864, Co. Dl 67th; dlscharged, by explratlon of 
service, July 30, 1866. Present address, unknown. 

CHARLES FOSTER, Principal Musician, age 28; residence. Waltham. 
Mustered Feb 4, 1864; transferred from ISth, per paragraph M, 
Special Order 264, War Department, May 26, 1865; discharged, by ex- 
piration of service, Angust 10, 1866. 

WM. R. NICHOLS, Principal Mueicirn, age 43; residence, Reading. Mna- 
tered Jan. 14, 1864 ; discharged, by expiration of service, July 30, 1866 ; 
traneferred from 69th, June 1, 1866 Death reported, date unknown. 

JESSE S. SCOTT, Principal Musician, age 82; residence, Lelcester. Mue- 
tered Jan. 4, 1864; discharged as  supernumerary, May 26, 1865; 
previous service, enlisted In Co. B, 3d Battallon Mass. Rifles, May 19, 
1861; discharged Aug. 18, 1861. Musician, Band 2lst Mass., enlleted 
August 23, 1861; discharged dug. 11, 1868; enlisted as  Muslcian Co. B, 
bith, December. 1863. Died in Lelcester, Mass., Sept. 28, 1892. 

ENLISTED MEN. 

COMPANY A. 

Nelson, Dexter C., 1st Sergt. : age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; 
dis. as supernumerary June 16, '66; pres. address. Soldiers' Home, Chel- 
sea, Mass. 

O'Donnell, John, 1st Sergt. : age 23, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dls. ex. 
of aervlce July 30, '65 ; pres. address, Soldiers' Home, Chelsea, Mass. 

Wilson, W i i a m  H., let Sergt. : age 20, res. Shrewsbury, mustered Jap. 4, '64; 
killed at  Wilderness, Va , May 6, '64 ; veteran 18th Mass. Inf. 

Cooley, John J., Sergt.: age 86, res. Mllford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; killed at  
Petersburg, Va., June 17, '64. 

Druitt, William, Sergt. : age 26, res. So~rthbridge, mustered April 6, '64 ; dls. 
ex. of service July 30, '66; record and address since, unknown. 

Hopkinson, Lowell H., Serpt. : age 27, rea. Groveland, mustered Dec. 5, '68; 
dis. ex, of service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recent 
addrese, Groveland, Mess. 



Parka. George H., Sergt. : age 19, res. Winchendon, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died 
a t  Annapolis, Md., Bept. 19, '64. 

Wilson, Hugh A., Sergt. : age 18, res. Shrewsbury, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dia. 
order War 'Dept. July 20, '66; recent address, Great Bend, Barton 
County, Kansas. 

Allen, Albert S., Corp. : age 86, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '61 ; dle. order 
War Dept. June 24, '66. ; death reported in '96. 

Berry, William W., Corp. : age 20, res. Beverly, mustered Dec. 6, '63 5 dls. ex. 
of servlce, absent, July 80, '66 ; since unknown. 

Cmmpeey, John, Corp. : age 18, res. Beverly, mustered Dec. 5, '68; db. order 
War Dept. June 20, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recent address, 
Beverly, Mass. 

Oonnan, John, Corp. : age 18, res. Salem, mustered Dec. 6, '68; dls. order War  
Dept. June 20, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; recent address, Boston, 
Mass. 

Hayes, amer, Corp. : age 86, res. Charlestown, mustered Dec. 6, '68; dis. ex. 
o! service June 80. '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Kelliher, John, Corp. : age 29, res. Marlborough, mustered Dec. 8 ,  '68 ; dls. disa- 
bility June 29, '66 ; trms. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Millr, John S., Corp. : age 22, res. Rutland, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; died at  Annap- 
olis, Md., April 16, '66, of wounds received ln actlon. 

Perking, Walter G., Corp. : age 22, res. Reading, mustered Dec. 6, '68: dis. ex. 
of service July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address un- 
known. 

Walker, William R., Corp. : age 28, res. Douglas, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. dlsa- 
bility March 1, '66 ; record and.addres8 slnce, unknown. 

Darling, William H., Mils. : age 18, res. Clinton, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. order 
War Dept., Aug. 8, '66; deserted from camp near Tennallytown, D.C., 
June 80, '66; voluntarlly reported to  company commander at  Readville, 
Mass., Bug. 3, '66, and discharged to date Aug. 8, '66: record and 
address since, unknown. 

Sweeney, Jamer, Mus. : age 16, res. Roxhury, mustered Dec. 6, '68; dls. ex. of  
servlce July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address un- 
known. 

Aldrich, William A. : age 20, res. Upton, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dls. disability 
Feb. 16, '66 ; address previous to '94, Westboro, Mass. 

Alexander, Iraac : age 26, res. Ware, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; deserted Feb. 1, '64 ; 
record and address slnce, unknown. 

Ballou, Hiram K. : age 88, res. Button, mustered Jan. 4. '64; transferred to 
V.R.C. Jan. 29, '66; die. Nov. 20, '66; record and address since, 
unknown. 



Butlett ,  Ebeneser A. : age 46, rea. ahrewebury, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; die. order 
War Dept. Bug. 10, '66 ; died April 4, '94. 

Barren, Thomas : age 21, res. Fitchburg, muetered Jan. 4, '64 ; dls. ex. of service 
July 80, '66 ; record and addrese since, nnknown. 

Bassett, Uriah : age 18, res. Holden, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; killed at Weldon 
R.R., Va., Bug. 19, '64. 

Beale, Isaiah, age 31, ree. Westborough, muetered Dec. 6, '68 ; dts. ex. of service 
July 80, '66; trane. from 69th June 1, '66; present addrees unknown. 

Bedreaux, Alexander : age 24, rer. Brookfield, muetered Jan. 4, '64 ; wonnded 
May 12 and dug. 19, '64; prls. of war Mar. 26, ' 6 6 ;  die. Jnne 8, '66, per 
S.O. No. 77, A.G.O., '66, aa Budrow; preeent addreee unknown. 

Beltran, Gust. : age 18, ree. Shrewsbury, muetered Jan. 4, '64; die. order War 
Dept. July 17, '66 ; record and address elnce, unknown. 

Benon, George: age 21, res. Cambridge, muetered Feb. 86, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice, abaent wounded, July 50, '66; no later record. 

Bennett, Nathan C. : ape 24, ree. Marlborongh, muetered Dec. 6, '68; dis. ex. of 
eervlce July 30, '66; trans. from 69th Jnue 1, '66; record and address 
eince, nnknown. 

Beercy, Seth : age 39, ree. Readlng, muetered Dec. 6, '63; d b .  ex. of service 
July 30, '65; traus. from 69th June 1, '66; record and address since, 
unknown. 

Birmingham, Patrick : age 27, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; die. ex. of eer- 
vice July 80, '65; record and address since, nnknown. 

Boyle, George: age 87, res. Boston, mustered Feb. 26, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66; muet. out on Independent M.O. Roll aa of Co. G, bgth, May 
16, '66; correct name James C. Boyle (War Dept. Records) ; never 
eerved in 67th; no other luformatlon. 

Bragg, Andrew: age 19, res. Malden, murtered Dec. 6, '63; dls. ex. of eorvice 
July 30, '66; trane. from 59th June 1, '66; present address nnknown. 

Brown, Edwin C. : age 19, res. Charleetown, mustered Dec. 6, '63; dis. order 
War Dept. July 18, '66; trans. from 69th June I ,  '66; preeent addrere 
unknown. 

Broad. Lyman: age 28, ree. Sterling, mustered Jan. 4, '64; killed a t  Peeble's 
Farm, Va., Sept. 30, '64. 

Bryan, John B. : age 23, res. Auburn, muetered Jan. 4, '64; deserted Feb. 1,'64; 
no other record known. 

Burnham, 0 t h  : age 18, res. Beverly, mustered Dec. 6, '68; dio. ex. of service 
July 30, 'GS ; trane. from 59th June 1, '66 ; recent address, Beverly, 
Mess. 

Cdlihan, Robert : age 22, res. Milford, muatered Jan. 4, '64 ; died at Andereon- 
ville, Ga., July 18, '64. 
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Carny, Matthew: age 86, res. Brookline, mustered Feb. 26, '64; dis. ex. of aer- 
vice July 80, '66 ; trans. from 69th a s  absent, mlsslng, May 4, '64. War 
Dept. records show that tbla man died in Aug., 1864, while a prisoner of 
war, a t  Andereonvllle, Ga. ; reported aa trans. to Co. B, 67th, June 1, '66. 

Cater, Silae N. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; killed a t  Wilder- 
ness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Chase, John R. : age 18, res. Salem, mustered Dec. 6, '68; dls. order War Dept. 
Aug. 10, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Clanguin, Augustus: age 89, res. Cbeshlre, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; record and address slnce, nnknown. 

Coderre, Louie C. E.: age 21, res. Ashburnbarn, mustered Jan. 4, '64; deserted 
Apr. 1, '64; no record of bounty, address nnknown. 

Collins, James : age 30, re8. South Reading, mustered Dec. 6, '63; dis. ex. of 
service July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recent address, Stone- 
ham, M L ~ R .  

Cook, Silae N. : age 29, res. Warren, muetered Jan. 4, '64; killed a t  Petersburg, 
Va., June 17, '64. 

Coombs, Thomas W. : age 42, res. South Reading, mustered Dec. 6, '63; dls. 
ex. of service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address 
unknown. 

Copeknd, John: age 28, ria.  Westborough, mustered April 6, '64: died a t  
Andersonvllle, Ga., Oct. 19, '64; no. of grave 11,174. 

Davia, John: age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. disebllity May 
16, '65 ; recent address, Worcester, Mass. 

D e h k i ,  Albert: age 21, res. Lynn, mnstered Dec. 6, '63; dia. ex. of servlce 
July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Delaney, Michael : age 26, res. Fitchburg, mustered Jan. 4, '64; deserted Feb. 
21, '64 ; no other record. 

D e h e y ,  Patrick: age 46, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dls. ex. of service 
July 30, '66 ; record and address slnce, unknown. 

Delano, Reuben : age 23, res. Weetborough, mustered Dec. 5, '63 ; dls. ex, of 
servlce, absent, July 30, '66; trans. from 69th as absent, July 30, '66; 
Anal record appears as that of a deserter from Co. A ,  69th; no later ln- 
formatlon. (War Dept.) 

Dickey, Charles H. : nge 28, res. Lowell, mustered Dec. 6, '63 ; ex. of service 
absent, July 30, '65; trails. from 69th, as absent, June I,  '66 ; died at  
Mason Gen. Hosp., Boston, Maas., as  of Co. A, 69th, May 21, '64 (War 
Dept. Records). 

Dillon, Patrick : w e  45, res Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; kllled a t  Spottsyl- 
vania, Va., May 12, '64. 

Dodge, Daniel D. : age 28, res. Stoueham, mustered Feb. 26, '64; dls. ex. of 
service, absent, July 30, '65 ; no later information. 

Doherty, Patrick : age 18, res. Mllford, mustered bug. 26, '64; dls. order War 
Dept. June 16, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

28 
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Dolan, William H. : age 21, res. Sterling, mnstered Jan. 4, '64 ; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice Jnly 80, '66 ; prea. address, North Leomlnster, Mass. 

Doyle, Owen: age 84, res. Milford, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; dis. disability May 
18, '68 ; pres. address unknown. 

Dudley, Charles F. : age 26, res. Plttsfleld, muetered Jan. 4, '64; dis. Jnly 18. 
'66, on account of wounds received In action, veteran companles D and 
C, 49th Mass; recent address, Plttefleld, Mass. 

Dudley, Lyman : age 21, res. Plttstleld, mustered Aug. 18, '64 ; die. order War 
Dept., June 16, '66 ; pres. res. Plttsfleld. 

Duffey, Patrick: age 22, res. Boston, mustered Dec. 6, '63; die. ex. of servlce, 
absent, July 80, '66 ; no later record. 

Ellard, John : age 26, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; deserted June 2, '64; 
no later record. 

Flamsburg, Stephen: age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '61; deserted 
Sept. 16, '64 ; no later record. 

Flint, Henry C. : age 48, res. North Reading, mnstered Dec. 6, '68; dls. ex. of 
service July $0, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; died, date unknown. 

Flynn, Patrick: age 26, res. Milford, muetered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. of servlce, 
absent, July 80, '66 ; no later record. 

Flynn, Daniel: age 24, res. Mllford, mustered Jan. 4,'64; killed a t  Petersburg, 
Va., June 17, '64. 

Foster, Albert C. : age 18, res. Rntland, mnstered Jan. 4, '64 ; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice Jnly 30, '66 ; pres. address, 1624 South 88d St., Omaha, Neb. 

Foster, George W. : age 20, res. Rntland, muatered Jan. 4, '64; dls. ex. of aer- 
vice July 30, '66; prea. address, Warren, Msse. 

Fregean, John : age 22, res. Aehburnham, muetered Jan. 4, '61 ; died a t  Alexan- 
dria, Va., May 80, '64, from wounds recelved ln actlon. 

Geaghan, John : age 44, res. Mllford, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dle. ex. of servlce, 
absent, July 80, '66 ; no later record. 

Genretin, Louis : age 19, res. Boston, mnstered Feb. 28, '64 ; dls. ex. of service 
July 30, '66; deserted July 29, '64, as of Co. G, 69th, from McClellan Geu. 
Hospital, Phila., Penn., no record of return. 

Gendron, John: age 18, res. Shrewsbury, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. diaabillty 
July 26, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Oerry, Thomas L. : age 41, res. Sterling, muetered Jan. 4, '64; die. order War 
Dept. Jnly 6, '66; pres. address, Sterling, Mans. 

Gillin, Michael : age 33, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; killed a t  Wilder- 
ness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Gleaaon, Charles F.: age 29, res. Shrewsbury, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died at 
Phfladelphla, Pa., July 24, '64. 

Gloucester, Thomas: age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; deserted 
while on furlough Aug. 4, '64 (record War Dept.) ; no later informatlon. 
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Qoette, Peter: age 18, res. Shrewabury, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; deserted Sept. 
14, '64 (record confirmed by War Dept.) ; nothing of later date. 

Green, Henry H. : age 29, res. Stoneham, mnstered Dec. 6, '63; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Griffin, John: age 37, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4 ,  '64; dls. disablllty, Oct. 
16, '64 ; pree. address, Millord, Mess. 

Grimes, Warren : age 21, res. Beverly, mustered Dec. 6, '68 ; dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '68; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; death reported in '81. 

Grurh, Charles H. : age 18, rea. Beverly, mustered Dec. 6, '63; dis. disability 
.May 10. '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Hartwell, Hiram: age 28, res. Boston, mnstered Dec. 6, '68; die. disability 
May 26, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Helmr, Carlor A. : age 86, ree. Cambridge, mustered March 4, '64; die. ex. of 
service, absent, July 30, '66; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '66; pris. of war 
since July 80, '64. Investigation a t  War Dept. fails to  elicit further 
information; never joined the 67th; no record of return after close of 
the war. 

Heveron, Patrick: age 26, res. Laneeborough, mustered April 6, '64; died in 
hospital a t  Waehington, D.C., June 1,  '64. 

Heyton, Anthony: age 26, res. Sterling, mustered Jan. 4, '64; trans. to  V.R.C. 
Feb. 16, '66 ; die. by order of War Dept. Aug. 8, '66 ; recent address, 
East Princeton, Mass. 

Higgins, TimoAy : age 38, rea. Clinton, mustered Jan. 4, '64; trans. to V.R.C. ; 
dis. by order War Dept. Web. 26, '66; recent address, Boylston, Mass. 

Hill, George B. : age 18, res. Lynn, mustered Dec. 6, '68; dls. ex. of service 
July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Hodge, John : age 36, res. Dedham, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; died at  Petereburg, 
Va., July 80, '64; never joined the 67th by transfer from 69th. 

How&. James: age 32, res. Grafton, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. disability 
Jan. 17, '64 (disability resulting from wounds rec'd in action); pree. 
address, Webster, Mses. 

Hull, Lave11 F. : age 27, res. Westfleld, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; died at  Danpllle, 
Va., Nov. 20, '64 (died of starvation) ; Vet. of Co. E, 27th Maes. 

Jameron, William H. : age 21, res. Wayland, mustered Dec. 6, '63; dis. order 
War Dept. Jnne 20, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; remote address, 
Wsylsnd, Mms. 

Jordan, John: age 24, res. Milford, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; die. order War Dept. 
June 14, '65 ; recent address, Revere House, Boston, Mass. 

Joseph, Doriet F.: age 26, res. Malden, mustered Dec. 6, '68; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent, July 80, '65; deserted dug. 11, '64; no record of return; 
never joined 87th by transfer from 69th. 

Joelin, Philemon C. : age 88, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. dtsa- 
bility Oct. 16, '64; pres. addrew unknown. 





Moore, oseph M. : age 81, rer. Wayland, mustered March 4, '64; die. order 
d r  Dept. July 16, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, %5; pres. a d d m a  
unknown. 

Mooher, William : age 25, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; die. ex. of service 
July 80, '65 ; pree. address unknown. 

Morrill, Charles L.: age 19, res. Haverhill, mustered Dec. 6, '63; die. order 
War Dept. Bug. A, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Morris, Michael: age 20, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died a t  Ander- 
aonville, Qa., Oct. 16, '64 (chronic diarrhoea). 

Mullcott, Adolphus : age 22, ree. Melrose, mustered Dec. 5, '63; admitted to  
Qen. Hoep. a t  Readvllle, Mass., Aug. 6, '64, with chronic diarrhoea; 
no record of dircharge. 

Mullens, Alfred M. : age 24, rea. Boston, muetered Dec. 6, '68; die. order War 
Dept. Aug. 22, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; prea. address unknown. 

Murphy, Cornelius: age 18, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64: killed at  Peterr- 
burg, Va., June 17, '64. 

Murphy, Patrick : age 33, Tee. Milford, mustered Jan. 4. '64; killed at  Wilder- 
ness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Neknd, Nathaniel F. : age 24, res. Georgetown, mustered Dec. 6, '63; dis. ex. 
of service July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Neville, William : age 44, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. ex. of eervice 
July 30, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

O'Clair, Peter: age 22, ree. Pittsfleld, mustered April 6, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent, July 30, '66; deeerted from Turner's Lane, Gen. Hosp., 
Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 8, '64; pres. address unknown. 

O'Conner, Daniel: age 27, ree. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; killed in 
battle of Spottsylvania Court House, Va., May 12, '64. (Rec. War Dept.) 

O'Conners, David : age 33, ree. Milford, muetered Jan. 4, '61 ; killedat Spottayl- 
vania, Va., May 12, '64. 

Parker, Charles H. : age 18, res. Boston, mustered Dec. 6, '63; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; trans. fro111 69th June 1, '66; address unknown. 

Parks, William : age 27, res. Milford, muetered Jan. 4, '64; dis. e r .  of service 
July 30, '65; deserted Jan. 6, '64, arrested July 6, '64; sent to regt. July 
21, '64; tried and sentenced by Q.C.M., but must. out with Co., Vet. Co. 
I, 27th Mass. 

Paul, Charles: age 44, res. Holden, mustered Jan. 4, '64; trans. to V.R.C.; 
dls. Sept. 16, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Petty, Adam : age 29, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64: die. ex. of service, 
absent, July 80, '65; deserted from Qen. Hosp. a t  Readville, Masu., Dec. 
14, '64; no later information. 

Phillips. James: age 22, ree. Lynn, mustered Dec. 6, '63; die. ex. of service 
July YO, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. residence unknown. 
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Porter, Adolphus : age 21, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; die. dlsabllity 
April 11, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Porter, Alfred F.: age 18, res. Shrewsbury, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died a t  
Worcester, Mass., April 22, '66. 

Ray, Asa M. : age 37, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. of service ' July 30. '65 ; pree. address unknown. 

Reade, John : age 39, res. Mllford, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dls. disability March 
22, '64 ; pres. address unkuown. 

Richell, Louie: age 28, res. Brookfleld, mustered Jan. 4, '64; mlssing 3 f a ~  
6, '64. War Dept. has no other information (probably killed in battle). 

Rice, William H.:  age 22, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die.'dlsa- 
bility, April 24, '64 ; pres. address, Worcester, Mass. 

Rivod, Moses : age 18, rcs. Grafton, mustered Jan. 4, '64; killed a t  Spottapl- 
vania, Va., May 12, '64. 

Roades, Theodore H.: age 24, res. Charlestown, mustered Dec. 6, '63; dis. 
order War Dept. Aug. 10, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. 
address unknown. 

Roe, George S.: age 27, res. Beverly, mustered Dec. 5, '63; dis. disablllty 
June 9, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65 ; pres. address unknown 

Roper, ~ i l l i a m  J. : age 18, res. Sterling, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; pree. address unknown. 

Rugg, Charles H.  : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; ulissing May 
6, '64. No later informatlon ; probably kllled in battle of Wilderness. 

Sawtelle, Henry A. : ape 19, res. Sllrewsbury, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died of 
wounds, a t  Annapolls, Md., June 17, '64. 

Seaver, Roswell R. :  age 18, res. IIolden, mustered.Jau. 4, '64; missing May 
6, '64; dis. for dlsabllity July 13, '64; re-enlisted In Co. C, 26th Mass., 
Jan. 11, '66; dls. July 13, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Shaughnensy, Michael: age 26, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; kllled at  
Wilcleruess, Va., May 6, '64. 

Smith, Alfred: age 21, res. R'orcester, mustered Jan. 4 ,  '64; dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Smith, Eli : age 26, re& Ware, mustered Jan. 4, '64; deserted Jan. 20, '64; 
bounty jumper; no later informatlon. 

Swain, John H.  : age 18, re@. Lynn, mustered Dec. 6, '63; die. ex. of service 
July 30, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Sweeteer. Joseph E. : age 18, res. Barre, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died of wounds, 
a t  Salisbury, N.C., Oct. 30, '64, whlle prisoner of war. 

Tappan, Francis : age 28, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 4, '64 ; dis. order War 
Dept. June 27, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 
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Taylor, Worge A.: age 18, res. Franklin, mustered Aug. 10, '64; die. order 
War Dept. June 16, '65 ; enlisted for one year; pres. address unknown. 

Teague, John: age 26, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. June 16, '66; died July 1, '81. 

Trussell, Augustue J. : age 25, res. Sterling, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. of 
senice, absent, July 20, '65 ; death reported at  reunion, '83. 

Tulley, John: age 39, res. Oxford, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; died of wounds, a t  
Alexandria, Va., May 18, '65. 

Vaughn, Bartholomew: age 41, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. of 
service, absent, July 30, '65; War Dept. records show that he deserted 
from Emory Gen. Hosp., Washington, Nov. 30, '64; no later information. 

Walsh, James: age 40, res. Milford. mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. on Surg. Certf. 
disability Sept. 12, '65 ; no later information. 

Warren, Albert C. : age 18, res. Upton, mustered Jan. 4, '64; deserted May 
4, '64; bounty jumper; no later information. 

Warren, Hosea: age 41, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died a t  Danville, 
Va., Oct. 1, '64. 

White, William 9. : age 22, res. Ashburnbam, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Wilson, Ebenezer L. : age 18, res. Beverly, mustered Dec. 5, '63; dis. disability 
July 7 ,  '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '66; death reported, no date. 

COMPANY B. 

Magner, William, 1st Sergt. : age 19, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; 
dis. ex. of service July 30, '65; pres. address, Westboro, Mass. 

Souther, Samuel, 1st Sergt. : age 44, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; killed 
May 6, '64, in battle of Wilderness. 

Boardman, Ambmse A., Sergt. : age 18, res. Charleatown, mustered Jan. 6, '64; 
dis. ex. of service July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pres. 
address unknown. 

Flagg, Henry C., Sergt. : age 21, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. 
supernumerary June 13, '65; pres. address, Lindley, Mo. 

Forbes, Willis A., Sergt. : age 18, res. Westborongh, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. 
ex. of service July 80, '65 ; death reported a t  regt'l reunion of '95. 

Freeman, James B., Sergt. : age 30, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; miss- 
ing May 6, '64 ; no later information ; probably kill* in battle of Wilder- 
ness. 

Joan, Antonio, Sergt. : age 18, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. 
of service July YO, '65; pres. address, Medfleld, Mass. 

McCarty, Daniel, S e r ~ t .  : age 22, res. Westborough, mustered April 6, '64; dis. 
ex. of service July 30, '65 ; recent address, Soldiers' Home, Togus, Me. 



Wetherby, Harlan F., 8ergt. : age 18, res. Westborough, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; 
din. ex. of service July 80, '66; lateet address, Grove Clty, Pa. 

Simons. Daniel J., Sergt.: age 27, res. Wllbraham, muetered Jan. 4, '64; dle. 
disabllity, May 9, '64, by order of General Auger; pres. address, Win- 
sted, Conn. 

Bemis, Ezra C., Corp. : age 88, res. Northborough, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; dfs. 
ex. of servlce July 80, '66; death reported in 1874. 

Callan. Andrew, Corp. : age 41, res. West Cambrldge, mustered Jan. 5, '64; die. 
ex. of service July SO, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. sddresn 
unknown. 

Chapin, David N., Corp. : age 26, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. 
July 7, '64, order General Auger; died Nov. 6, '79. 

Crowe, Patrick, Corp.: age 28, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dls. 
ex. of service Jnly 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Dayton, Be amin F., Corp. : ree. Auburn, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. disabllity 
Dec. 2 9 , '64; pres. address unknown. 

Fred, John, Corp.: age 29, ree. Charleetown, mustered Jan. 6, '64; die. ex. of 
seivice July 80, '66 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '66 ; pres. sddrecla unknown. 

Fuuerd . Henry, Corp. : age 21, res. Worcester, mnetered Jan. 4, '64; miwing 
ay 6, '64; probably killed; letters from War Dept. dated Feb. 1, '78 

and June 4, '94, glve no later information. 

Hall, Joniah B., Corp. : age 21, res. Holland, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; trans. to  
Co. A, 14th V.R.C., Sept. 28, '64: dis. ae S e r e .  for dleabflity Jan. 21, '66 
(wound recelved In action) ; pres. addrese, Worcester, Mass. 

Howard, Daniel H., Corp.: age 22, res. N. Brookfield, mustered Jan. 6, '64; 
dfs. ex. of servlce, absent wounded, July 30, '66; no later information. 

Jackron, Henry M., Corp. : age 21, res. N. Bddgewater, mustered Jan. 5, '64 ; 
dis. dlsabillty June 8, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

lHidgely, John, Corp.: age 84, res. Worcester, muetered Jan. 4, '64; die. die- 
ability Oct. 80, '66 ; pres. rddress, Cherry Valley, Mass. 

Parmer, John T., Corp. : age 18, res. Northborough, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; dls. 
ex. of service July 80, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Rogers, Henry M., Corp. : age 18, res. Beverly, mustered Jan. 6, '64 ; die. ex. 
of service July 80, '66; trans. from 59th June 1, 'G6; recent address, 
Beverly, Mass. 

Besrey. George E.,'Mue. : age 16, res. Reading, mustered Jan. 6, '64: dis. ex. of 
servlce July 30, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; racent address, Read- 
ing, Mass. 

Hunt, John E.,  Mus. : age 19, res. N. Bridgewater, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. 
ex. of service Jnly 80, '66; trans. from 59th June 1, '66; recent a d d m s ,  
Brockton, Mass. 



Smith, Eugene, Mne. : age 19, Tea. Oxford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice Joly 80, '66 ; death reported a t  reunion of '98. 

Adama, Daniel V. : age 18, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dts. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '65; recent address, Oxford, Mass. 

Adamr, Loring . : age 20, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dls. disabflfty 
Nor. 26. '6i. at Philadelphia, Pa. ; pres. address, Oxford, Mue.  

Augland, Thomas : age 22, res. Charleetown, muetered Jan. 8, '64; dla. ex. o t  
service July 30, '65 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Aurtin, Caleb S. : age 38, Tea. Northborough, mustered  an. 4, '64; dls. order 
War Dept. May 24, '66 ; pres. address, Wllklnsonville, Mass. 

Babbitt, Benj. F. : age 43, ree.  ohe ell, muatered Jan. 6, '64; dis. diaabillty 
June 30, '66 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Ballou, Oeorge S. : age 26, ree. Westborough, muetared Jan. 11, '64; die. order 
War Dept. AUK. 8, '65; dled, date unknown. 

Bates. William : age 87, rea. N. Brookfleld, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dled a t  Cul- 
pepper C.H., Va., June 7, '64; Roll of Honor, rol. 7, page 117. 

Bemis, Adelbert W .  : age 20, res. Northborough, muetered Jan. 4, '64; dled a t  
Andersonville, Ga., Sept. 11, '64. 

Black, kenry E. : age 18, res. Holden, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dled at  Alexandrls, 
Va., Feb. 22, '65. 

Bradley, John: age 40, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. ex. of eerrlce 
July 30, '65 ; dled Dec. 23, '71. 

Brewer, Warren E.: age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dls. order 
War Dept. June 14, '66 ; death reported In '71. 

Brigham, Albert: age 18, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. order 
War Dept. June 10, '65 ; dled July 10, '87. 

Brigham, Calvin L. : age 19, rea. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. order 
War Dept. June 26, '65 ; wounded June 21, '64 ; pres. address, 113 West 
St., Clinton, Mass. 

Brigham, Charles L. : age 36, res. N. Brookfleld, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; died of 
wounds June 22, '64. 

Brigdall, James: age 44, ree. Milford, muetered Jan. 4, '64; rejected recrult 
and dls. June 29, '64. 

Brothers, Jsclw : age 48, res. Dorchester, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '65 ; trans. from 69th; p e e .  addrees unknown. 

B-t, Amasa : age 22, res. Northampton, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent wounded, July SO, '65; Veteran Co. E, 6th Vt. ; no later 
record. 

Buckley, Jerry : age 32, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dled a t  Baltimore, 
Md., Feb. 8, '65. 
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Bullard, Francis W .  : age 18, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. 
dlsability Nov. 28, '66; loss of leg battle of Wilderness; pres. address, 
Westboro, Mass. 

Burke, David : age 24, res. Lawrence, mustered Jan. 6, '64 ; dls. ex. of service 
July 30, '66 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Burke, Jamer : age 30, res. Brimfleld, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dls. ex. of se rdce  
July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, 'G5 : pres. address unknown. 

Burke, Thomas : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; killed a t  North 
Anna River, Va., May 21, '64. 

Callahan, Jeremiah: age 80, res. Northbrldge, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled at  
Andersonvllle, Ga., Aug. 29, '64. 

Cheeney, Charles E. : age 21, res. Roxbury, mustered Jan. 5, '64: dls. cx. of ser- 
vice, absent, July 80, '65 ; no later information. 

Clark, Robert: age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '61; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '65; pres. address, Tolland, Conn. 

Clark, William H. : age 19, res. Sutton, mustered Jan. 4, 'G4; dis. disability 
Dec. 29, '64; died Jan. 2, '90. 

Crook, Peter: age 36, res. Wilmlngton, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30. '66; trana. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Crowley, Patrick : age 26, res. North Brookfleld, mustered Jan. 5, '61; die. dl=- 
bllity May 20, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Culver, Charlee E .  : age 22, res. Otis, mastered Jan. 4, '64; dls. ex. of service 
July 30, '65 ; pres. address, Naugatuck, Conn. 

Curtie, Alonzo: age 36, res. Salem, mustered Oct. 1, '64; dls. ex. of service 
July 30, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Dodge, Lewis N. : age 21, res. Roxbury, mustered Oct. 21, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
vlce July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Dolan, John : age 18, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '65 ; recent address. Worcester, Mass. 

Donahue, John: age 80, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. order War 
Dept. June 13, '65 ; dled March 15, '67. 

Elliott, Albert L. S. : age 18, res. Beverly, mustered Jan. 5, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent sick, July 30, '66; trana. from 59th June 1, '66; no later 
Information. 

Fleming, Michael: age 18, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice, wounded, July 30, 'G6 ; pres. address, Worcester, Mass. 

Fozzman, Augurt : age 84, res. Malden, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dle. ex. of service 
July 30, '65; trans, from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address, Soldiers' Home, 
Chelsea, Mase. 

Gerry, Albert 5. : age 27, res. Mlllbnry, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. ex. of servlce 
July 30, '66; pres. address, Millbury, Mass., or Soldlere' Home, Togue, 
Me. 
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Goodnow, Hiram M. : age 21, res. Hnbbardston, mustered Jan. 4, '64; rejected 
and discharged recrult June 29, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

e r d o n ,  William : age 22, res. Cambrldge, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66;. trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknowf. 

Graves, Charles 8. : age 81, res. Sutton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died of wounds, 
a t  Petereburg, Va., March 24, '66. 

Green, Myron D. : age 18, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dis. order 
War Dept. May 11, '66; pres. address, Golden Gate, Cal. 

Halpin, Bartholomew : age 36, res. Melrose, mustered Jan. 6, 'G4 ; dis. disability 
July 20, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Hanson, John A. : age 29, res. Bradford, mustered Jan. 6, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent wounded, July SO, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; on 
later information. 

Harkins, John: age 28, ree. Stoneham, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent sick, July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; no later 
information. 

Hart, John A. : age 19, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died of wounds, 
a t  Washington, D.C., May 26, '64. 

Hayden, Henry C.: age 18, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died of wounds, 
a t  Annapolis, Md., July 4, '64. 

Heintzleman, J. W. C. : age 39, res. Auburn, mustered Jan. 4, 'G4; dis. disa- 
bility Dec. 23, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Herrick, George L.: age 19, res. Stow, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. July 11, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recent address, South- 
boro, Mass. 

'Hill, Franklin : age 21, res. Barre, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; deserted Jan. 4, '64 ; 
pres. address unknown. 

Hinds. Simon D. : age 21, res. Haverhill, mustered Jan. 6, '64; reported trans. 
from 59th June 1, '66 ; was admitted to Lowell Qen. Hosp., Portsmouth 
Grove, R.I., May 20, '64; deserted July 17, '64; returned Aug. 17, '64, 
and deserted again Oct. 28, '64; no record of return; thls is the War 
Dept. record; no later information. 

Holland, James H. : age 18, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. order 
War Dept. Aug. 2, '66 ; death reported in '76. 

Hooley, Daniel: age 36, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died a t  David's 
Isl., N.Y.H., Aug. 10, '64. 

Hood, George F. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; died a t  Annapo- 
lis, Md., July 2, '64. 

Howard, Timothy : age 26, res. North Brookfleld, mustered Jan. 6, '64 ; dls. ex. 
of service, absent sick, July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; no later 
Information. 

Hubbard, George R. : age 41, res. Paxton, mustered Jan. 86, '64; died of wounds 
July 2i,  '64. 
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Ingalls, John D. : age 88, rer. Charlestown, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. ex. of eer- 
vice Jnly 80, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Inman. George J. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
rlce, absent sick, July 80, '66; no later Information. 

Johnson, William A. : age 26, res. Melrose, muetered Jan. 6, '64; dis.ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Kiely, Martin: age 32, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; missing Jnly 
30, '64 ; died in rebel prison a t  Danville, Va., Jan. 6, '66. 

King, Simeon E. : age 19, res. Sutton, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. of service 
July 80, '66 ; pres. address, W. Millbwg, Mass. 

Kirkup, Charler A.: age 18, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 11, '64; trans. 
to 17th Co., 2d Batt., Veteran Reserve Corps, Jan. 86, '66, and dls. on 
surgeon's certificate of dbabillty (wounds received in action) Bug. 10, 
'66 ; residence since, unknown. 

Kneeland, Levi : age 18, res. Newburyport, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dle. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Langdon, Milo T. : age 39, res. Otis, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dis. ex. of rervice, 
absent sick, Jnly 80, '66 ; no later information. 

Leary, John : age 84, res. Worcester, mustered Jm. 4, '64; died of wounds a t  
Petersburg, Va., June 17, '64. 

Leonard, Benjamin L .  : age 80, res. Rutland, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; died a t  8oldiers1 Home, Chelsea, Jan. 17, '96. 

Lines, Dennis: age 46, ree. Milford, mostered Jan. 4, '64; dls. order War 
Dept. June 28, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Love, ohn:  age 21, res. Salisbury, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dis. ex. of service 
July SO. '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recant address. Spencer, M w .  

Lowell, Edward: age 18, res. Northborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 80, '65 ; died, date unknown. 

Luther, Nathan J. : age 19, res. Fitchburg, mnstered Bug. 10, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Lynch, Bernard: age 87, res. Northbridge, mustered Jan. 4, '64; deserted Jan. 
30, '64; pres. address unknown. 

Lyons, Patrick : age 27, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '68 ; died March 1, '92. 

Mahan, Patrick: age 86, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 4, '64; rejected and dls. 
recruit June 29, '64; pres. address unknown. 

Marah. Michael : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. May 11, '66; pres. address unknown. 

May, John E. : age 18, res. Holden, mostered Jan. 4, '64 ; dia. ex. of service 
July 30, '65 ; pres. address, 283 Maple St., Lynn, Mars. 



McBride, John : w e  24, res. Loweil, mustered Jan. 6, '64; reported trans. from 
69th to Co. B, 67th, June 1, '66, .s absent sick, but the transfer seems not 
to  have been carrled into effect; War Dept. Record shows that he was 
trans. to Co. I, N t h  Veteran Reserve Corps, April 14, '66; dls. June 10, 
'66, on surgeon's certldcste of disability ; residence since, unknown. 

&Carry, Cornelius: age 27, res. North BrookBeld, mustered Jan. 6, '64; re- 
ported trans. from 69th t o  Co. B, 67th, June 1, '66, a s  absent wounded, 
but the transfer was not carried into effect as  he waa trans. to Co. I, 
20th Veteran Reserve Corps, and dis. June 20, '65, on surgeon's certificate 
of dlsability , as of Co. B, 69th (records War aept.) ; residence since, 
unknown. 

McDonald, Henry: age 19, res. West Roxbury, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. ex. 
of servlce July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address 
unknown. 

McDonough, Patrick: age 20, rea. Lee, mustered Jan. 4, '64; rejected recruit 
and dis. Jnne 29, '64 ; pres. address unknown; 

Merrill, David: age 80, res. Charlestown, mustered Jan. 6, '64; reported trans. 
from 59th to Co. B, 6ith, June 1, '66, but never jolned 57th. Records 
of War Dept. show that he waa sdmltted to Gen. Hosp., Fairfax Semi- 
nary, Va., May 4. '64, from field, with chronlc rheumatlsm; trans. May 6, 
'64, and admitted to Satterlee Gen. Hosp., Philadelphia, Pa., May 7, '64, 
with chronic diarrhoea, and deserted May 9, '64; no later record. 

Moore, Lewis : age 44, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; killed May 6, '64. 

Moore, William A.: age 18, res. Mlllbury, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. ex. of 
servlce July 30, '66; died March 6, '81. 

Murray, John: age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dls. ex. of service 
July 30, '66 ; recent address, 187 Cambridge St., Boston, Mass. 

Nealy, Ephraim E. : age 43, res. Sutton, mastered Jan. 26, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. May 22, '66 ; pres. address, Shrewsbury, Mass. 

Newton, Amos P.: age 20, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 26, '64; missing May 
24, '64; later reports show him to have been killed in battle of North 
Anna River, May 24, '64. 

Newton, Charler H. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64, dls. ex. of 
servlce July 30, '66; pres. address, No. 8 Francls St., Worcester, Mass. 

O'Connor, James : age 42, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; rejected 
recrult, and dls. June 29, '64; pres. address unknown. 

O'Connor, Patrick: age 18, res. Charlestown, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 80, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

O'Kane, Edward: age 86, res. Pepperell, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice in confinement, July 80, '65 (for desertion) ; no later information. 

O'Malley, James : age 27, res. South Danvers, mustered Jan. 6, '61 ; dl$. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '6; ; pres. address unknown. 

Paddock, Charles F. : age 18, res. Holden, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. dlsability 
May 30, '65 ; recent address, Uxbrldge, Mass. 



Parsons, John A. : age 87, ree. Otls, mustered Jan. 4, '64; rejected recruit and 
die. June 29, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Pattee, John F. : age 22, res. Marlboro, mustered Jan. 5. '64; dls. ex. of servlce 
July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '66 ; prea. ddreaa unknown. 

Peirce, Royal S. : age 44, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; dis. ex. of eer- 
vlce July 80, '66; dled May 81, '71. 

Phillips, Antonio : age 44, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 4, '64 ; missing May 6, '64. 
(Prisoner of war and dled In hands of enemy.) 

Pollock, Jose h : age 86, res. Charleetown, mustered Jan. I ,  '64 ; die. ex. of ser- 
vice ~ u r y  80, '66 ; trans. from 69th; prea. address unknown. 

Porter, Oeorge H. : age 26, rea.rReading, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80. '66; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '66; p m .  address unknown. 

Randall, Charles T.: age 27, res. Uxbrldge, mustered Aprll 6, '64; trans. to 
V.R.C. Aprll 10, '66, Co. B, 11th Regt ; dls. Aug. 8, '66 ; pres. address, 
Princeton, Mass. 

Rice, Geo. F. : age 20, res. Cbarleatown, mustered Jan. I, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66 : trans. from 69th June 1, '61; pres. address unknown. 

Robbina, William: age 86, res. 0=ford, mustered Jan. 11, '64; mlssing May 
6, '64; no later information ; probably killed in battle of Wilderness. 

Roland, Louir : age 19, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; deserted March 
81, '64; no later information. 

Saunders, George : age 80, res. Lawrence, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. ex. of eer- 
vice July 80, '66 ;;trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Sawyer, odah :  age 44, res. Oxford, mnstered Jan. 4. '64; rejected recruit 
and dl.. June 29, '64. , s i nce reported dead, date nnknown. 

Sawyer, Warren W.:  age 18, rss. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; dls. dlsa- 
bility Dec. 21, '64; pres. address unknown. 

ShefBeld, John A. : age 24, res. Northbrldge, mustered Jan. 11, '64: dls. order 
War Dept. Aug. 10, '66; prea. address unknown. 

Smith, Alpheus M. : age 46, res. Button, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; dis. dieabillty 
Jnly 16, '64, orders Qeneral Dlx; recent address, North Leomlnater, Mms. 

Smith, Edwin H. : age 36, res. Oxford. mustered Jan. 4, '64; trans. to V.R.C. 
and die. from Co. B, 24th Regt., Aug. 2, '66 ; reported dead, date unknown. 

Squires, Truman: age 18, res. Pelham, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; killed a t  S p o t t  
aylvania, Va., May 17, '64. 

Swan, James S. :tage 44, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; deserted Feb. 
24, '64; no later information. 

Sullivan, Jeremiah': age 21,frea. Marlborough, mustered April 2, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknovm 

Sullivan, Jerry; age 44, res. Westfleld, mostered Jan. 4, '64; mlsslng Jnly 
30, '64; letter from War Dept., Waehlngton, May 1, '96, givea no 
further informatton. 
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Sullivan, Timothy 0. : age 18, res. Westborough, muatered Jan. 4, '64; dla. 
order War Dept. May 11, '66; pres. address, Weehlngton St., Worcester, 
Mass. 

Terrill, Edward: age 46, res. Grafton, mustered Jan. 4, '64; mbslng July 
30, '64 ; no later information ; probably killed in battle. 

Thompson, Robert : age 27, rea. Charlestown, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. ex. of 
service Jnly 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Thurston, George : age 20, res. Holden, mnstered Jan. 4, '64; died of wounds, 
a t  Washlngton, D.C., June 3, '64. 

Tobey, John 0.: age 29, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. disability 
Oct. 16, '64. Special Order 220, A.G.O.; appointed Acting Asslstant 
Paymaster U.S.N. ; honorably must. out April 19, '66 ; pres. address, 
88 State St., Boston, Mess. 

Wallhgford, Mprk F. : age 21, res. Lowell, mustered Sept. 14, '64; dis. ex of 
servlce Jnly 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Wallace, Patrick : age 22, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled a t  Ander- 
sonville, Ga., July 16, '64. 

Warren, Harria C. : age 18, res. Westborough, mustered Jan. 4, '64; die. order 
War Dept. May 24, '66; pres. address, Westboro, Mass. 

Ward, Peter: age 26, res. Worcester, muatered Jan. 4, '64; die. ex. of servica, 
absent wounded, July 80, '66 ; no later information. 

Watela. Hugh : age 29, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 4, '64; rejected recruit 
and dis. June 29, '64; dled Ang. 6, '34. 

Wilkins, Archibald: age 26, res. Brighton, mnstered Jan. 6, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown 

Wilson, George: age 27, res. Charlestown, mustered Jan. 5, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 80, '65 ; trans. from 63th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

COMPANY C. 

Howard, Charlea, Sergt.: age $8, res. Greenfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; 
deserted Aprll 1, '64; pres. addreas unknown. 

Kellog, Charles F., Sergt: age 38, res. Amherst, mnstered Peb. 18, '64; dls. 
ex. of eervlce, absent sick, Joly 80, '66 ; no other record; present address, 
Springfleld, Mass. 

Knox, Charlea F., Sergt. : age 26, res. West Springfield, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; 
died of w'ds. a t  Wilderness, Pa.,  Mny 6, '64. This mall wee seen by 
Lieut. C. H. Royce, 67th, May 6, '64, lying upon the battlefield of the 
Wilderness wlth a bullet hole In the forehead, and was, no doubt, in- 
stantly killed. 

Lovejoy, Michael, Sergt. : age 27, res. Sheitleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted 
May 10, '61; no later information; poselbly dled in rebel prlaon. 
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Miller, Jose h, Sergt. : age 47, res. South Hadley, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; died 
a t  bn!ersonville, Ga., bug. 81. '64. 

Adams, Benjamin, Corp. : age 18, res. Beverly, .muatered Jan. 14, '64; dls. dl-- 
bllity July 26, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recent addrese, Vine- 
land, New Jersey. 

Allman Samuel, Corp. : age 28, res. Greenfield, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dls. dba- 
bllity March IS, '66 ; preeent address unknown. 

Billinp, Qeor e, Corp. : age 22, res. Chlcopee, muetered Feb. r8, '64; trans.  
to Y . R . ~ .  ; no date of transfer or dlscharge. 

Cheney, Frederick S., Corp.: age 18, ree. Fltchburg, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; 
killed at  Peteruburg, Va., March 26, '66, Fort  Stedman. 

Dodge, Amos A., Corp. : age 34, res. Beverly, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. order 
War Deyt. Aug. 10, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; death reported 
in '84. 

Gallen, Patrick, Corp. : age 80, rea. Milford, mustered Feb. 18, '64 : dls. ex. of 
servlce July 80, '66; recent address, Grafton, Maas. 

Holland, John B., Corp. : age 29, res. Holyoke, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. 
of service July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Pierce, Stephen. Corp. : age 81, res. Beverly, mustered Jan. 14, '64 : dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; address wss Topstleld, 
M a ~ s . ,  a t  present unknown. 

Place, Alonzo H., Corp.: age 28, Tea. Greenfield, mustered Fcb. 18, '64; dls. 
order War Dept. May 18, '86 ; pres. address unknown. . 

Sanderson, Henry R., Corp. : age 21, res. Whately, mnstered Feb. 18, '61; dls. 
disabillty Dec. 3, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Smith, Thomas, Corp. : age 28, re@. Methuen, mustered Jan. 14, '64 ; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Bryant, Eleazer, Mus. : aye 17, res. Springfield, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. 
of service July 30, '66 ; recent address, Springfield, Mass. 

Graves. Edward O., Mus.: age 44, res. Hingham, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dis. 
disability June 22, '66. 

Hayward, Robert, Mus. : ape 16, res. Fall River, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dls. ex. 
of servlce July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address un- 
kllo\vn. 

Ackley, ames : age 32, res. Lelcester, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. of service I Ju y 30; '65 ; death reported at  reunion of '93. 

BarhPnd, Joseph : age 18, res. Hlnsdale, mustered April 6, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice absent sick, July 80, '66 ; no later information. 

Benois, Joseph : age 19, res. Hlnsdale, muetered April 6, '64 ; dls. ex. of service, 
absent wounded, July 30, '66; no later information. 

Bertrand, Moses : age 21, res. Hinsdale, mustered April 6, '64 ; die. ex. of ser- 
rice July 80, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 



Bird, Frank : age 18, res. Spencer, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; killed a t  Wlldemeee, 
Va., May 6, '64. 

Bishop, Anwn J. : age 19, res. Q111, muatered Aprll 6, '64; die. ex. of mrvice 
July 80, '61, ; pres. address nnknown. 

Blmchud,  Louis: age 26, rea. Spencer, mnstered April 6, '64; dis. to date 
from Jan. 8, '66, to complete his military record, under provleions of 
Act of Congress approved April 6, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Bwter ,  Anson: age 89, res. Bernardston, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 80, '66 ; pres. addresa unknown. 

Boyden, William : age 36, res. Adams, mnstered Jan. 6, '66; die. ex. of service 
Jnly 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown ; name 
shoold be spelled as signed on rolls, Bryden. 

Brazem, Antoine : age 26, rea. Hattleld, mnstered April 6, '64 ; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66 ; res. should be llinsdale ; pres. address unknown. 

Brotgtm, Lewia : age 28, rea. Hinadale. mustered Aprll 6, '64 ; killed a t  Spott- 
sylvanla, Va., May 12, '64; res. should be Hattleld. 

Brown, William: age 26, rea. Spencer, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent elck, Jnly 30, '66; no later information. 

Buckley, Jeremiah : age 36, res. Lowell, mnstered Jan. 14, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Bugard, John : age 42, res. Westhampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; deserted 
March 80, '64 ; prea. address nnknown. 

Bullis, Jabez : age 88, res. Gill, mustered Peb. 18, '64 ; die. ex. of serrice July 
30, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Burno, Charles: age 28, res. Easthampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted 
Aprll29, '64 ; bounty jumper ; no later record. 

Busher, Peter: age 22, res. Easthampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; transferred 
to V.R.C. March 10, 'GB; no other record. 

Butler. William W.: age 44, res. Southampton, muntered Feb. 18, '64; dis. 
disability Feb. 9, '65 ; pres. address nnknown. 

Cain, ohn:  age 21, res. Wrentham, mustered Nov. 22, '64; dls. ex. of service 
July SO. '66 ; trans. from 69th Jan. 1. '66 ; p m .  address unknown. 

Carey, John H.: age 18, res. Lee, mustered Feb. 18, '61; dia. dlsabillty Feb. 
7, '66 ; pres. address, Lee, Mass. 

Cate, Lyman, D. : ape 21, res. Framingham, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dls. ex of 
serrlce July 30,'65; trans. from 69th June 1,'Gb; pres. address nnknown. 

Collins, James : age 23, res. Sutton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dia. ex. of service, 
absent sick, July 80, '66; no later lnfprmatlon. 

Conway, Edward: age 34, res. Worcester, mustered Aprll 6, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; pres. addross unknown. 

Croshier, Oeorge J. : age 18, rea. Chicopee, mnstered April 6, '64; killed a t  
Spottsylrania, Va., May 12, '64. 

Ddey, John: age 86, res. Shrewsbury, mustered April 6, '64; dls. dtsabillty ., Oot. 80, '96. 
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Day, Charles W. : age 86, res. Hlnedale, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted Feb. 
28, '64 ; address unknown. 

Day, Henry : age 21, res. Palmer, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; killed at  Petershurg, 
Va., July 80, '64. 

Dearborn, ohn A. : age 21, ree. Marlborough, muetered Jan. 14, '64; die. ex. of 
serr  ! ce July 80, '66 ; trane. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Deargenon, Joseph: age 29, res. Hinsdale, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. order 
War Dept. bug. 10, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Dietrick, Christopher : age 80, res. Bpringfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. 
of servlce July 80, '66; pres. address unknown 

Dorr, Adam : age 84, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Fob. 18, '64; dls. ex. of service 
July 80, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Dyer, ohn:  age 81, res. Tewksbury, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dis. ex. of sen-ice 
3vly 30. '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. a d d m s  unknown. 

Edwards, Rodney: age 44, ree. South Readlng, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dls. ex. 
of servlce July 80, '66; trans. from 59th Jone 1, 1866; pres. address 
unknown. 

Ellis, Albert F. : ago 18, res. Worcester, mustered Aprll 6, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Fams ,  Daniel P. : age 44, res. Uxbridge, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. order War 
Dept. Aug. 16, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Faulkner, Patrick P. : age 21, res. Charlestown, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dls. ex. 
of service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; prea. address un- 
known. 

Finn, Nicholas: age 84, res. Weatfleld, mustered Feh. 18, '64; kUled a t  Wilder- 
ness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Fitzgerald, Patrick : age 21, ree. Groton, mostered Nor. 14, '64 ; die. ex. of aer- 
vlce July 80, '66 ; tmns. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Flaviel, Robert: age 19, ree. Ware, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted March 
. 16, '64; no other record. 
Fosgate, Oliver : age 43, res. Westborough, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. of 

service, absent, July 30, '66; no later Informatlon. 
Frink, Charles F. : age 20, ree. Shemeld, muetered Feb. 18, '64; deserted Feb. 

18, '64 ; no later lnformatlon. 
Gallant, Neill : age 21, res. Charleetown, mustered Jan. 6, '64; dls. ex. of eer- 

vlce July 80, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address nnknown. 

Gay, George H.  : age 28, res. Natick, muaterod Jan. 14, '64; dis. dlsablllty, June 
28, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recent address, Natlck, Mass. 

Gillon, ames : age 21, res. Charleatown, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dis. ex. of ser- i v ce July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. addrese unknown. 
Glazier, Danforth: age 43, res. Wcsthampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dled at 

Petersburg, Va., June 12, '66. 
Gokey, Joeeph : age 23, res. Greenfield, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted Aprll 

20, '61 ; bounty jumper ; no later informatlon. 
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Goodhue, Amor : age 31, res. Rowley, mustered Jan. 5, '64 ; dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '66; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Gray, James: age 29, res. Springfield, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted April 
20, '64 ; bounty jumper ; no later information. 

Gray. Otir W. : age 18, res. Lawrence, mustered Jan. 5, '64 ; dls. ex. of servlce 
July 30, '65 ; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Haar ,  Frederick: age 32, rea. Charlestown, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 30,'65; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Harley, Cornelius: age 42, ma. Springlleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of 
servlce July 30, '65 ; death reported at  reunion of '95. 

Hartwell, Lawrence : age 21, res. Groton, mustered Nov. 14, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 50, '66 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '66 ; present address unknown. 

Hastings, Russell: age 34, res. Hinadale, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of 
uervice, absent alck, July 30, '66 ; no later information. 

Henderson, Samuel : age 26, res. Georgetown, mustered Jan 14, '64 ; dls. ex. of 
servlce July 30,'66; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Holden, Gustavas 5.: age 18, res. Holden, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 30, '65 ; pres. address, Holden, Mass. 

Holden, Henry: age 26, res. Charlestown, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address 
unknown. 

Honte, Joseph: age 19, res. Adams, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted July 23, 
'64. Charge of desertion removed by Act of Congress gnd certificate of 
discharge furnished to date from July 23, '64; pres. address nnknown. 

Huckins, Randall : ape 28, res. Grotou, mustered Jan. 14, '64 ; dla. ex. of ser- 
viqe July YO, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Hughes, John : age 42, res. Gt. Barrington, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Jones, Frank: age 83, res. Marlborough, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Kelly, Michael: age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '65; recent address Worcester, Mass. 

Kinnerny, George: age 28, res. Warren, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of 
servlce July 30, '65 ; pres. address nnknown. 

King, Victor: age 26, res. Webster, mustered Peb. 18, '64; dis. disability July 
27, '64 ; pres. address nnknown. 

King, George : age 20, res. Somerville, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dis. ex. of servlce 
July 30, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, 'G5; pres. address nnknown. 

Knight, Charles A. : age 25, res. Westhampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; trans. 
to  V.R.C. Jan. 10, '66 ; dls. from Co. A, 14th V.R.C., July 30, '66 ; pres. 
address unknown. 

Kyle, William: age 26, res. Easthampton, mustered Peb. 18, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '65 : prea. address unknown. 

Labombard, Peter: age 34, res. Hinadale, mustered Aprll 6, '64; kllled a t  
Wilderness, Va., May 6, 'GI. 
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Lappelle, Casdrner: age 26, res. Spencer, mustered April 6, '64; abeent slck; 
dls. Feb. 1, '66 (L.W.D. Nov. 17, '94) ; pres. address nnknown. 

Lavonte, David: age 19, res. Spencer, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. June 23, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Lee, William : age 83, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dla. order War  
Dept. Aug. 10, '66; late addrees, 18 South Irving Street, Worcester, Mase. 

Leroy, Frank B. : age 18, res. Lancaster, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. order War 
Dept. June 22, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Love, John: age 86, res. Spencer, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. diaabillty May 
24, '66 ; record from dis. papers ; recent address, Spencer, Maus. 

McAlpin, Moses E.: age 27, res. Roxbury, mnstered Jan. 14, '64; dis. order 
War Dept. Aug. 10, '66; tranrr. from 69th June 1, '66; Veteran Co. I, 
8th Mass. (nlne months) ; present address unknown. 

McKinney, Michael : age 40, res. Mendon, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. order War 
Dept. Aug. 10, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Meatte, Jacob: age 44, res. Hlnsdale, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of senqce 
July 30, '66 ; pras. address unknorm. 

Monney, Peter : age 44, res. Mttafleld, lnustered Feb. 18, '64; killed at  Spott- 
sylvanla, Va., May 12, '64. 

Morrisey, James : age 40, rerr. Lawrence, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dle. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Murphy, John: age 21, res. Mllford, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. en. of s e r i b e  
July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Nemy, Francis : age 19, res. Waltham, mustered Jan. 14, '64; die, ex. of service 
July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address nnknown. 

Newton, John: age 28, res. Millbnry, mustered April 6, '64; dis. ex. of serrice 
July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Neylonp 1 ohn : age 44, res. Auburn, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. of seriice 
J u  y 30, '66; death reported at  reunlon of '91. 

Norway, James : age 19, res. Hinsdale, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of serrice, 
absent slck, July 30, '66 ; no later information. 

O'Donnel, Patrick : age 36, res. Mllford, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; dls. disability 
Uec. 13, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Osgood, George W .  : ago 39, res. Charlestown, mustered Feb. 4, '64 ; dis. order 
War Dept. Aug. 0, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Pecardet, George : age 32, res. Pittsfield, mustered April 6, '64; dis. disability 
March 29, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Pell, William : age 30, res. Westfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted March 
19, '64; no later record. 

Poisson, Simon: age 39, rea. Ware, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted March 
16, '64 ; no later record. 

Powere, James 0. : age 18, res. Chicopee, mustered Feb. 18, '64; died of woonds 
at  Peteruburg, Va., Aug. 2, '64. 
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Powers, Michael : age 40, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dled at  Dan- 
rille, Va., Nov. 21, '64. 

Powers, Michael: age 26, res. Charleetown, mustered Jan. 5, '64; die. ex. of 
servlce July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Prouty, William H. : age 28, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 80, '66. Records show desertion from Co. A, 10th Mass., 
May 81, '68; deserted from 67th Oct. 80, '64; rejoined from desertion 
April 23, '66, and mustered out with Company; pres. address unknown. 

Reynoldr. Edward W .  : age 27, res. Concord, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 80, '66; trane. from 69th June 1, '65; recent address, Car- 
lisle, Mass. 

Rice, Emery L.: age 18, res. Northampton, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; kllled a t  
Spottsylvanla, Va., May 12, '64. 

Rowland, i oseph: age 18, res. Deerfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; ldlled a t  
mil erness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Rowe, Merwin : age 81, res. Hinsdale, muetered Aprll 6, '64; dls. ex, of servlce 
July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Rutlege, Thomas: age 27, rea. Milford, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dled of wounds 
at  ArUugton, Va., June 9, '64. 

Ryan, 1 ohn:  ape 26, res. Mllford, mustered Feb. 18. '64; dis. ex. of service 
illy 80, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Ryan, Michael: age 36, res. Charlestown, mnstered Jan. 14, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice Jnly 80, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unkuo~vn. 

Sandy, Gilbert: age 19, res. Easthampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. order 
War Dept. Aug. 7, '66 ; pres. addrese unknown. 

Saucy. Edward: age 18, res. Adams, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. order War 
Dept., Aug. 7, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Shailor, Joseph N. : age 46, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. June 
10, '66, per Q.O. 77, War Dept. of '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Shehan, Thomas: age 22, res. Qreenfleld, muetered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of 
servlce July 80, '66 ; prea. address unknown. 

Sherwin, Waldo: age 34, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; killed a t  
Spottsylvanla, Va., May 18, '64. 

Spwner, Chas. E .  : age 21, res. Natlck, mustered Jan. 14, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66 ; trane. from 69th June 1, '66 ; dled Oct. 31, '98. 

Syker, Edwin: age 29, res. Lancaster, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted Jnly 
1, '64 ; po~sibly prisoner of war ; no later information. 

Syncyr, Joseph A. : age 88, res. Hinsdale, mustered April 6, '64; dis. dlsabllity 
Jan. 11, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Taylor, Peter : age 22, res. Plalufleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; rejected recrult 
and dls. June 29, '64; pres. address unknown. 

Thurbur, Edward : age 28, rea. Pramlngham, mnstered Jan. 14, '64; di8. ex. of 
servlce, absent slck, July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; no later 
inf ormatlon. 

Ti ton,  Jame8 F. : age 36, res. Concord, mustered Jan. 14, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 
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Wait, Martin: age 29, res. Buckland, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dia. d~sabllity 
Dec. 29, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Walch, Patrick D. : age 20, res. Milford, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Walker, Gilbert L. : age 18, res. Adams, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. of eer- 
vice July 30, '65 ; pres. address, North Adams, Mass. 

Walker, John F. : sge 22, ree. Springfleld, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; deserted Feb. 
18, '64 ; no Later record. 

Walsh. John: age 27, res. Boston, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dis. ex. of service 
July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Welton, Walter B. : age 38, res. Springfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; die. May 
29, '66; died Dec. 16, '91. 

White, Elbridge: age 27, res. Natlck, mustered Jan. 14, '64; dls. ex. of service, 
absent, July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; no later information. 

White, George : age 21, res. Needham, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; deserted March 
6, '64 ; no record of bounty ; no later information. 

Wilcox, Charles H. : age 18, res. New Marlboro, mustered Aprll6, '64; die. ex. 
of service July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Wilcox, Henry L. : age 42, res. New Marlboro, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; dis. order 
War Dept. bug. 9, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Willis, George : sge 38, res. Boltou, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of service, 
July 30, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Wilson, Hynes: age 24, res. Northampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; died a t  
Danvllle, Va., Dec. 17, '64. 

Wintem, James: age21, res. Shemeld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted April 
2. '64 ; no later record. 

Zimmerman, John: age 41, res. Deerfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64; killed a t  
Wlldernees. Va., Mag 6, '64. 

COMPANY D. 

Williams, Charles, 1st Sergt. : age 19, res. New Marlboro, mustered Feb. 18, 
'64 ; dls. ex. of service July 30, '66; Vet. Co. El 49th hiaae. ; pres. address 
unknown. 

Card, Franklin W., Sergt. : age 20, res. ~'illiarnstown, mustered Jan. 28, '64; 
dis. ex. of service July 30, '65; death reported at  reunion of '91. 

Crosby, John, Sergt. : age 25, res. Stockbridge, mustered Jan. 26, '64; died of 
wounds a t  Fredericksburg, Va., May 12, '64. 

Donnelly, John. S e r a .  : ape 30, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; died 
at  Beverly, N.J., Sept. 30, '64. 

Goodell, Myron, Sergt.: age 21, res. Lanesborough, mustered Jan. 25, '64; dis. 
order War Uept. June 13, '66; Vet. Co. B, 49th Maas.; death reported 
at  rcunlon of 1891. 
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Kelley, John H., Sergt. : age 82, res. Roxbury, mnstered Feb. 9 '64 ; die. ex. of 
service July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

May, Henry S., Sergt. : age 44, res. Stockbridge, mustered Jan. 26, '64; killed 
at Spottaylvania, Va., May 12, '64. 

Stanton, John, Sergt. : age 29, re#. Lawrence, mnstered Feb 9, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 80, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Sweetser, James E., S e r e .  : age 83. res. Sterling, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. 
ex. of service July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Davin, William P., Corp. : age 44, res. Cambridge, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die. 
order War Dept. Aug. 10, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; Late address, 
North Reading, Mass. 

aallipaux, Jomeph, Corp.: age 21, res. Pittstleld, mnstered Jan. 25, '64; die. ex. 
of service July 80, '66; pres. address u n k n o ~ n .  

Hodge, George H., Corp.: age 28, res. Pittsfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; died 
of wounds a t  Arlington, Va., June 5, '64. 

Kendall, Theodore B., Corp.: age 20, res. Springfield, mustered Jan. 96, '64; 
trans. to  V.lZ.C., March -, '66 ; no later record. 

Lareby, George F.,  Corp. : nge 19, res. Willlamstown, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; 
dis. ex. of service July 80, '65 ; death reported with date unknown. 

McCurdy, Robert F., Corp. : age 24, res. Alford. mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. 
order War Dept. June 13, '66; pres. address, Great Barrington, Mars. 

Stone, Charles E., Corp. : age 26, res. Charleetown, mustered Feb. 9, '64; 
trans. to V.R.C. ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Tyler, Lester, Corp. : age 44, ree. Pittsfleld, mnstered Jan. 26, '64 ; killed a t  
Wllderness, Va., May 6. '64. 

Ward, Wilbur F., Corp. : age IS. res. Adams, mnstered Jan. 25, '64; missillg 
May 6, '64; probably killed in Wllderness, or prisoner of war. 

Williamm, Benjamin F., Corp. : age 18, res. New Marlboro, mustered Feb. 18, 
'64 ; dis. order War Dept. May 26, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Boyden. Franklin. Mus. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 28, '64 ; War 
Dept. reports show that he died Dec. 17, '64, while a prisoner of war. 

Byrne, Jonathan J., Mus.: age 21, res. Egremont, mustered Jan. 26, '64; de- 
serted Feb. 17, '64; no later Information. 

Everett, Cham. F., Mu8. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 25, '64; 
wounded and died upon the battlefield of Wilderness, May 6, '64. 

McMahon, Martin, Mus. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Aug. 29, 'G4; dis. 
order War Dept. June 16, '65 ; pres. address unknowu. 

Welch, Morris, Mus. : age 18, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 25, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '65 ; death reported at reunion of 1891. 

Alconbright, Daniel : age 25, res. WiHam~town, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted 
March 20, '64 ; no later Information. 

Alconbright, George F. : age 29, res. Williamstown, mustered Feb. 18, '64; de- 
serted March 20, '64 ; no later information. 

Alexander, George W .  : age 44, res. Monterey, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. June 
29, '64, without pay or other allo~vances, by order of Gen. Dlx. 



Allen, Albert: age 23, res. Adams, mnstered Jan. 26, '64; dia. ex. of service, 
abrent sick, July 30, '66 ; no later information. 

Allen, Harriaon B. : age 18, res. Charlton, mustered Jm. 26, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Ambrose, Robert: age 44, ree. Roxbury, muetered Jan. 11, '64; die. ex. of eer- 
vice July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Avery, Peter: age 44, res. Pittatleld, mustered Beb. 18, '64; die. ex. of service 
Julg 30, '66; Vet. Co. I, 49th Mms; pres. addreee unknown. 

Bancroft, George : age 19, res. Reading, muetered Feb. 9, '64 ; die. ex. of service 
July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recent address, Wobun,  Maos. 

Barron, William: age 21, res. Brooktleld, muetered Feb. 9, '64; dls. ex. of eer- 
vice July 30, '66; trane. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Baasett, Joaeph : age 28, res. Pittetleld, mustered Feb. 10, '64; deserted March 
16, '64; no later information. 

Bates, Charlea A. : age 18, ree. Worcester, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. disability 
March 18. '66 ; pres. address, 203 Chandler St., Worcester, Mass. 

Bills, Charles W. : age 18, res. Gt. Barrington, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; dis. ex. 
of service Julg 30, '66; pres. addrees unknown. 

Bills, Henry: age 10, res. Gt. Barrington, mustered Jan. 26, '64; killed a t  
Petersburg, Va., June 17, '64. 

Billa, Wilbur H.: nge 23, res. Gt. Barrington, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. 
of service July 80, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Blanchard, James H. : age 27, res. Watertown, mustered Feb. 9, '64  ; dia. ex. of 
service July 80, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Bradbury, Jacob : age 41, res. Eseex, mustered Feb. 9, '64 ; dis. disability June 
26, '66 ; wounded June 17, '64 ; denth reported, date unknown ; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66. 

Brook, Cornelius : age 81, res. Gloucester, mustered Feb. 9, '64 ; die. ex. of rer- 
vice July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Bryant, Lyman : age 21, res. Hinsdale mustered Feb. 18, '64; died at  Anderson- 
ville, Ga., July 27, '64. 

Birmingham, Frank: age 37, res. Boston, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die. ex. of 
servlce July 30, '66 ; trans. from 63th June 1, '66 ; pree. address nnknown. 

Burroughr, Nelron : age 20, res. Westborough, mustered Feb. 18, '64; died nt 
Worcester, Mass., April 3, '64. 

Buah, Stephen F.: age 18, ree. Hlnedale, mustered Jan. 26, '64; trans. to 
V.R.C. and hon. dls. from 8th Co. 2d Batt. Aug. 9, '66; pres. addrees 
unknown. 

Carey, Lockwood: age 46, res. Gt. Barrington, mustered Jan. 26, '64; sent t o  
Readville, Maes. for discharge before taking the tleld; pres. addreas 
unknown. 

cl", J. ohn: age 29, ree. Pittatleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; le t  Lient., 8th 
S.C.T., H.A., June 17, '66 ; must. out a8 le t  Lient., Feb. 10, '66; pres. 

address unknown. 
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Cobleigh, Henry E. : age 81, re@. WIUlamstown, muetered Feb. 18, '64: kllled 
a t  Spotteylvania, Va., May 18, '64. 

Cobleigh, James U.: age 18, ree. Williamstown. muetered Feb. 18, '64; dled 
July 80, '64; Burg. Qen.'s report eaye died in rebel prlson.. 

Collins, Henry A. : age 39, res. Lea, mustered Jan. 26, '64; killed a t  Wilder- 
neee, Va., May 6, '64. 

Coster, Matthew P. : age 21, rea. Glouceeter, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die. ex of 
service July 30, '66 ; trane. from 69th June 1, '68 ; pres. address unknown. 

Cowden, James : age 88, ree. Oxford, mustered Jan. 86, '64; die. dlsabllity July 
13, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Curley, John : age 37, ree. Mendon, mustered Feb. 18, '63; dis. order War Dept. 
June 6, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Curley, Thomas: age 44, res. Upton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; killed a t  North 
Anna Rlrer, May 24, '64. 

Dawley, Delbert 5. : age 22, res. Wllllamatown, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. 
order War Dept. June 19, '66; pree. addrees unknown. 

Dougall, Juliua : age 18, res. Hlnedale, mnstered Jan. 26, '64 ; dfe. ex. of service 
July 30, '68; pres. address nnknown. 

Finkle, Martin E.: age 28, res. Shemeld, muetered Jan. 26, '64; die. order War 
Dept. June 2,'65, for diaablllty; pree. addrees unknown. 

Flynn, Patrick: age 30, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 26. '64; die. order War 
Dept. June 11, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Fullerton, Stewart M. G. : age 29, res. Egremont, mustered Jan. 26, '6.1 ; sup- 
posed dead, prisoner May 6, '64 ; reported death contlrmed by War Dept. 
under date of Sept. 27, '96. 

Qilligan, Matthew: age 36, ree. Milford, mnstered Feb. 9, '64 : die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; trans. from 59th June 1, '66; pres. address unknowa. 

Qill, William: age 26, res. Boston, muetered Feb. 9, '64; dis. ex. of servlce, 
absent eick, July 30, '65; no later information; trans. from 59th June 
1, '65. 

Gregory, Charles C. : age 39, res. Sandisfleld, muetered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of 
service, abeent slck, July 30, '66; no later information. 

Green, George E .  : age 44, res. Dorchester, mustered Feb. 9, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent slck, July 30, '66; no later information; trans. from 59th 
June 1, '66. 

Haines, Charlea H. : age 24, ree. Charlestown, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die. ex. of 
serrice, abeent eick, July 30, '66; no later Informatlon ; trans. from 
59th June 1, '66. 

Huvey ,  Charlea : age 20, res. West  Stockbridge. mnstered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. 
order War Dept. June 1, '66; pree. address unknown. 

Haskell, David, Jr. age 27, res. Otie, mustered Jan. 86, '64; die. order War 
Dept. June 13, '65 ; pree. address unknown. 

Hawea, Edward : age 18, res. Lelcester, mustered Jan. 81, '64; dishonorable dis. 
June 29, '64, wlth lose of all pay and allowancee, by order of Gen. Dix; 
pres. address unkrtown. 



Hayes, John : age 44, res. Salem, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die, ex. of service July 
30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Henry, Thomas: age 27, res. Lenox, mustered Jan. 86, '64; deserted Jan. 
29, '61; no later information. 

Hulitt, Orrin : age 41, res. Lee, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; dis. disability, no date; 
pres. address, Lee, Mass. 

Hinton, John E .  : age 46, res. Shetlleld, maetered Feb. 18, '64; dis. disability 
April 18, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Hodge, James: age 18, res. Adams, mustered Jan. 26, '64; supposed dead; 
prisoner May 6, 'G4 ; no later information. 

Hudson, Oeorge N. : age 19, rea. Worcester, mustered Jan. 25, 'GI; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '65; recent address, Westboro, Mass. 

Jacquins, Egbert S. : age 29, res. Lee, mustered Jan. 26, '64; died at  Anderson- 
ville, Ga., Aug. 15, '64. 

Jordan. Charles A. : age 26, res. Millbury, mustered Jan. 25, '64; deserted April 
17, 'G4 ; bounty jumper ; no later information. 

Jordan, Erastus C. : age 44, res. Millbury, mustered Jan. 25, '64; rejected re- 
cruit and discharged June 13, '64, disability; death reported, date un- 
known. 

Kelly, Martin: age 38, res. Adams, nlustered Jan. 25, '64; deserted, no date 
recorded. 

Kirby, Jacob : age 42, ree. Gt. Barrington, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; dis. disability 
March -, 'G5 ; pres. address unknown. 

Knight, Isaac S. : age 45, res. Dunstable, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die. dlsability 
June 10, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Lamont, Daniel : age 34, res. West Stockbridge, mustered Jan. 36, '64; died 
Philadelphia, Pa. ; no date recorded. 

Larkina, James : age 25, res. Lenox, mustered Jan. 26, 'G4; deserted Jan. 29, '64: 
no later information. 

Lebounty, John: age 19, res. Dorchester, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Lee, Saybrook: age 39, res. Lenox, mustered Feb. 18, '64; died in hands of 
enemy: no date recorded. 

Llewellyn. Patrick: age 18, res. Lynn, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die., ex. of service 
July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Long, Thomas : age 42, res. Northampton, mustered Jan. 25, '64 ; trans. to 
V.1i.C. Jan. 19, '66. 

Maloney, Henry C.: age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 25, '64; died of 
wounds ; no date recorded. 

Maloney, William: age 24, res. Gt. Barrington, mustered Jan. 28, '64; died 
Sept. 18, '64. 

Mambert, Peter J. : age 38, res. N. Marlhoro, mustered Feb. 18, ' G I  ; die. order 
War Dept. June 19, '66. 

Marshall, Charles, Jr. : ape 80, res. Gloucester, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 
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McDonald, Alfred: age 34, res. Lee, mustered Jan. 86, '64; dls. order War 
Dept. July 19, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Merrill, John H. : age 34, res. Lee, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dls. diaabilltg Oct. 
16, '64; pres. address unknown. 

Meaaer, John A.: age 38, res. Reading, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dls. order War 
Dept. June 19, '65; trane. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Mooney, John: age 19, res. Charlestown, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Morgan, Ambrose E. : age 20, rea. Waehlngton, mnstered Jan. 86, '64; killed 
a t  Spottsylvania, Va., May 12, '64. 

Morrisaey, Daniel: age 26, res. Lenox, mustered Jan. 86, '64; deserted Jan. 
29, '64; no later informatlon. 

M o m ,  Newton: age 31, res. Natick, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die. ex. of service 
July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Moynahan, Thomam: age 41, res. Wayland, lnustered Feb. 9, '64; dia. ex. of 
service, absent sick, July 30, '66; no later informatlon. 

Oakea, Ensign A. : age 18, res. Willlamstown, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; died of 
wounds at  Frederlcksburg, Va. ; no date recorded. 

O'Connor, Timothy: age 82, res. Cambridge, mustered Fsb. 9, '64 ; dls. ex. of 
servlce July 30,'05; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pree. address unknown. 

O'Donahue. John : age 31, res. Lynn, mushred Feb. 6, 'G4 ; db. ex. of service 
July 30, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

O'Keefe, Daniel: age 18, res. Mllford, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dis. disability 
Feb. 80, '65; pres. addrens nnknown. 

O'Neil, John: age 48, res. Stockbrldge, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; wounded, 
supposed dead, May 6, '64. Records of War. Dept. show that he dled 
upon the battlefield of the Wllderneus, May 6, '64. 

O'Sullivan, John : age 43, res. Recket, mnstered Jan. 25, '64; dis. ex. of se r rbe  
, July 50, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Parker, Warren C. : age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 25, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Patteraon, Henry: age 44, res. Saudladeld, mustered Jan. 25, '64; died at  
Petersburg, Va., July 14, '64. 

Pearl, William N. : age 26, res. Otis, mustered Jan. 25, '64; dls. ex. of service 
July 30, 'Gb; prex. eddre~s ,  Otls, Mass. 

Peck, Thomas J. : age 21, res. Cambridge, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dls, order War 
Ilept. Bug. 8, '65 : trans. from 59th June 1, '66 ; pres. addrens nnknown. 

Perkina, Henry S.  : age 24, res. Newburyport, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 30, 'G6; trans, from 59th June 1, ' 6 5 ;  pree, address unknown. 

Plntt, Jamea: age 44, res. Millbury, mustered Jan. 25, '04; d b .  ex. of senlce 
July 30, '66 ; death reported h'ovember, 1889. 

Radcliffe. George E. : w e  40, rcs. Chelrnsford, mustered Feh. 9,'64 : din. ex. of 
service, absent elck, July 30, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '05; no later 
inforulation. 



Rathburn, William H. : age 27, me. Btockbrldge, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. ex. 
of service July 30, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Reagan, John : age 44, res. ~oe ' ton,  mustered Feb. 9, '64; dls. order War Dept. 
'65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Reardon, Timothy: age 27, res. Cambrldge, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 80, '66 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Reed, Bradley: age 44, res. Charlestown, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Reed, Edwin R. : age 88, res. N. Marlboro, mustered Jan. 26, '64; sup. killed 
a t  North Anna River, Va., May 24, '64; no later information. 

Remick, Auguatus : age 21, res. Grafton, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; dis. disability 
Feb. 27, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Robbing, Jeremiah: age 27, res. Cambridge, mustered Peb. 9, '64; dis. ex. of 
service, absent sick, July 30, '65; no later information. Traus. from 
59th June 1, '65. 

Satchell, Dunham: age-, Tea.--, enlisted Feb. 9, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '65; die. ex. of service July 30, '65; address siuce un- 
known. 

Scriber, Henry C. : age 22, res. N. Marlboro, muetered Jan. 25, '64; dls. disa- 
bility June 13,"64; pres. address nnkuown. 

Sears, George H. : age 19, res. Adams, mustered Jan. 25, '64; dls. ex. of eer- 
vice July 30, '65 ; nothlnp later. 

Shea, John: age 22, res. Bprlngfleld, mustered Jan. 25, '64; die. ex. of sen-ice 
July 30, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Soudant, Joseph: age 18, res. Gt. Barrington, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dia. ex- 
of service July 80, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Spaulding, William A.: age 24, res. Lenox, mustered Jan. 86, '64; deserted 
Jan. 29, '64 ; no later information. 

Staples, Samuel : age 26, res. Medford, mustered Feb. 9, '64 ; dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '68; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Stanwood, William : age 38, res. Roxbury, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Stephens, Rufus : age 26, res. Charlton, mustered Jan. 21, '64; die. ex. of eer- 
vice July 30, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Stover, Simeon: age 44, res. Montereg, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent sick, July 30, '65; trans, from 69th June 1, '66; pres. ad- 
dress ~~nknown ; no later information. 

Swift, Silaa C. : age 24, res. Gt. Barrington, mustered Jan. 21, '64; dia. ex. of 
service, absent sick, July 80, '66 ; uo later information. 

Townsend, Almond C. : age 19, res. Gt. Barrington, mustered Jau. 26. '64; 
transferred to  V.R.C.; die. from Co. G, 9th V.B.C., July 16, '66; record 
since unknown. 

Triol, William : age 18, rea. Dorchester, mustered Feb. 19, '64; d h .  ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65 ; prea. address unknown. 

Viner, Benjamin A.: age 28, res. Pittsfleld, muetered Jan. 26, '64; dis. ex. 
of servlce, absent wounded, July 30, '66 ; no later information. 
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Vinton, George : age 89, res. Charlton, mustered Jan 96, '64; die. ex. of service, 
absent wounded, July 80, '66 ; no later information. 

Vocell, J u n e r :  age 98, res. Stockbridge, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. order 
War Dept., May 6, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Walker, Ephraim : age 40, res. WilUamstown, mustered Jan. 86, '64; dis. disa- 
bility July 13, '64 ; pres. addrees unknown. 

Wallace, Robert : age 88, ree. Mllford, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; killed a t  Wilder- 
nese, Va., May 6, '64. 

Whitney, George A. : age 26, res. Chlcopee, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. of 
service, abeent, July 30, '65 ; no later information. 

Willett, Alfred: age 18, res. Millbury, mnstered Jan. 96, '64; dererted May 
7, '64; no later Information; poesibly killed or  prls. of war in Wilderness. 

Willey, Hollir H.  : age 26, res. Medford, muetered Feb. 9, '64; die. ex. of eer- 
vice July 80, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Williamr, John : age 81, ree. Lowell, mustered Jan. 26, '64; deserted April 17, 
'64 : bounty jumper; no further record. 

Williams, Thomar: age 98, ree. Cambridge, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dls. ex. of 
servlce, absent sick, July 80, '66 ; no later information. 

COMPANY E. 

Famham, Mores L., 1st Sergt. : age 19, res. Andorer, mustered Jan. 5, '64; dis. 
ex. of servlce July 30, '66; trans. from 69th July 1, '66; pres. address, 
Andover, Maea. 

Paine, Horace H., let Sergt. : age 80, res. Relchertown, enlisted Oct. 28, '63; 
dis. order War Dept. Aug. 7, '66; wounded in battle of Wllderness and 
twlce in battle of Fort Stedman; recommended for a commission just 
prlor to laat named engagement; pres. residence, Palmer, Maae. 

Collinr, Edwin, Sergt. : age 28, rcs. Bprlngfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dle. ex. 
of servlce July 30, '66: address soon after dts., Sp~lnglield, Mass. 

Greeley, J. E., Sergt. : age 22, res. Royalston, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '68; Vet. 21st Mass.; pree. address, Worcester, Mass. 

Luscomb, George W., Sergt. : age 30, res. Salem, muetered March 4, '64; dls. 
ex. of service July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address 
unknown. 

Spanola, Leon, Sergt. : age 19, res. Wlnchendon, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dle. ex. 
of servlce July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pree. address 
unknown. 

Arnold, Henry, Corp. : age 29, res. Worcester, mustered Jan.'26, '64; deserted 
Nov. 29, '64; no later informatton. 

Coyne, Patrick, Corp. : age 33, res. Lawrence, muetered Feb. 4, '64; dis. ex. 
of service July 30, 'ti5 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '65 ; slnce unknown. 

Derautell, Henry G. Corp. : age 18, res. Milford, mustered Jan. 26, '64; trans. 
to Co. Q, 24th V.R.C., Feb. 15, 65 ; dls. July 27, '65 ; record since, 
unknown. 
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Fuller, Frank D., Corp. : age 26, res. Palmer, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; pres. address, Soldiers' Home, Togus, Me. 

Hathaway, Joshua, Corp.: age 44, res. Huntington, muetered Jan. 26, '64; 
killed a t  Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Mahony9 ! ames, Corp. : age 33, res. Boston, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; deserted 
Apr 1 16, '64; no later informatlon. 

McCoy, Alexander, Corp. : age 32, roe. Sprlngfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; dis. 
ex. of servlce July 80, '66; pres. address unknown. 

McDavitt, James, Corp. : age 23, res. Charlestown, mnstered Feb. 4, '64; dls. 
ex. of service Jnly 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

O'Brien, William, Jr., Corp. : age 19, res. South Dauvcrs, mustered Feb. 4, '64; 
die. ex. of service July 30, '66; trans. from 60th Jane 1, '66; pres. 
address unknown. 

Day, Samuel, Mue.: age 18, res. Weetfleld, mnstered Jan. 26, '64; die. ex. of  
eervlce July 30, '65; pres, address unknown. 

O'Leary, Daniel, Mus.: age 14. re#. Charleetown, mustered Web. 4, '64; dls. 
ex. of service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '65 ; pres. addrees 
nnknown. 

Speare, Ephraim W., Mus. : age 18, ree. Stoneham, mustered Feb. 9, '64: die. 
ex. of service July 30, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Sullivan, James, Mus. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dis. ex. 
of service Jnly 30, '66; pres. address, Worcester, Mass. 

Abbott. Charles : age 26, res. Springfield, mustered Jan. 26, '64; deserted April, 
'64 ; bounty jumper ; no later record. 

Albert, Charles : age 36, res. Waltham, mustered .Jan. 6, '64 ; die. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent sick, July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; no later 
Information. 

Alden, George M. : age 20, res. Wilbraham, mtistered Jan. 26, '64; killed a t  
Wllderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Anthony, William H. : age 18, res. Lelcester, muetered Jan. 26, '64; killed a t  
N. Anna River, Va., May 24, '64. 

Barrows. William R. : age 44, rep. Belchertown, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dls. 
disability Aprll 26, '66; death reported, date unknown. 

Benroy, Thomas: age 26, res. Cummlngton, mustered Jan. 26, '64; killed a t  
Wllderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Blair, Frank: age 44, ree. Leominster, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dis. disability 
Feb. 27. '66 ; death reported, date unknown. 

Blauvelt, William H. : age 18, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dls. order 
War Dept. June 21, '66; recent address, Clif St., Worcester, Mass. 

Brean, Peter: age 18, res. Buckland, mustered Jan. 26, '64; trans. to V.R.C. 
March 16, '66 ; 46th Co., 2d Batt. ; hon. dis. Sept. 7, '66 ; pres. address 
nnknown. 

mnstered Jan. 26, '64 ; died a t  Anderson- 
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Brown, Seva: age 88, ree. Palmer, mustered Jan. 26, '61; killed a t  Wildernese, 
Va., Map 6, '64. 

Brudean, Alfred: age 24, ree. Leiceeter, mustered Jan. 26, '64; deserted Feb. 
2, '64; no later Information. 

Bryant, Nahum : age 86, ree. Sprlngfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; trans, to V.R.C. 
Aprll 26, '66, 112 Co., 2d Batt.; hon. die. as Corp. bug. 28, '66; pres. 
address, Sprlngfleld, Mass. 

Bryan, Michael : age 80, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. ex. of aer- 
vlce July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Burleigh, Asa D. : age 29, res. Worthington, mustered Jan. 26, '64; trans. to 
V.R.C., Sept. 30, '64, Co. I, 10th Regt.; hon. die. July 26, '65; death re- 
ported a t  reunion of '84 on wcount of wonnde received in battle. 

Bum, Charles: age 42, ree. Millbury, mustered Feb. 18, '64; killed a t  Wllder- 
ness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Cahill, John: age 21, res. Northampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; killed a t  
Spotteylvania, Va., May 12, '64. 

Carpenter, Andrew N. : age 28, res. Monaon, mustered Jan. 25, '64; deserted 
Aprll 16, '64; bounty jumper; no other record and no address. 

Cheeney, George N.: age 22, res. Northbrldge, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. 
order War Dept., May 26, '66; wounded June 17, '64; pres. address 
unknown. 

Cheeney, George W. : age 19, res. Topsfleld, mustered Jan. 14, '64 ; dis. order 
War Deyt. Bug. 8, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Coburn, Joseph : age 22, res. Leomineter, mustered Jan. 26, '64; deserted Feb. 
18, '64 ; no other record and no address. 

Coleman, John M. : age 44, res. Newburyport, mnstered Jan. 14, '64; die. dlsa- 
billtp July 28, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; prea. address unknown. 

Collins, Thomas : age 44, res. Leomlneter, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. disability 
June 29, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Corbett, ohn:  age 42, res. New Braintree, muetered Jan. 26, '64; kllled a t  .I Wl derness, Va., May 6, '64. 
Cudworth, Edwin: age 20, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 26, '64; kllled a t  Peters- 

burg, Va., March 26, '66. 
Demarets, Alexander: age 21, res. West Sprlngfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; 

dls. disability May 2, '66; dls. as  Oliver De Merrett; pree. address 
unknown. 

Democt, Henry : age 22, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; deserted Feb. 
20, '64 ; Rouses Point Canadian ; no other record and no addrese. 

Dennis, William : age 36, res. Cambridge, mustered Feb. 4, '64 ; dls. dieabillty 
dug. 21, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; trans. to 2let V.R.C. and die. 
Ang. 21, '66. 

Dorman, Anaon A. : age 84, res. ~ a i m e r ,  mnatered .Jan. 26, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice Joly 30, '66 ; pres. address, Belchertown, Mass. 

Dom, Daniel L.: age 39, res. Sterling, mustered Jan. 26, '64: dls. dlsablllty 
June 29, '64; pres. address nuknown. 



Drake, Eleazer C. : age 44, res. Moneon, mutered Jan. 26, '64; died at  Ander- 
~onvllle, Ga., June 80, '64. 

Duncan, Walter H.  : age 20, ree. Palmer, muetered Jan. 26, '64; dle. order 
War Dept. Bug. 9, '64; pree. addreee, Indian Orchard, Mesa. 

Duren, Charles C. : age 21, ms. Groton, muetered Feb. 4, '64; die. ex. of servlce, 
absent elck, July 80, '66; trane. from 69th June 1, '66 ; no later Information. 

Durgin, Thomas: age 19, res. Salem, mustered Feb. 4, '64; die. ex. of sen-ice, 
July 30, '66 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '66 ; p e e .  address unknown. 

Elliott, George : age 19, res. Buckland, mnstered Feb. 86, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66 ; pree. addree~  nnknown. 

Farrell, Thomas: age 34, res. Sprlngtield, mnstered Jan. 26, '64; killed a t  
Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Finn, Bartholomew : age 22, res. Hattield, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; mlselng July 
30, '64 ; ~uppoeed to have been killed in battle. 

Ford, Alden, Jr.: age 32, res. Charlestown, muetered Feb. 1, '64; die. order 
War Dept. June 18, '66; trane. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address nu- 
known. 

Foster, Alonzo T. : ago 36, res. Charleatown, mustered Feb. 4, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '65; trane. from 59th June 1, '66; pree. addreas nnknown. 

Foster, Edward: age 86, res. Boston, mustered Feb. 4, '64; dla. order War 
Dept. June 7, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pree. addresa unknown. 

Qokey, Benjamin : age 18, res. Palmer, mustered Jan. 25, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vlce, absent wounded, July 30, '65 ; no later information. 

Qorler, Oliver : age 19, res. Leiceeter, mustered Feb. 18, '64; missing May 84, 
'64 ; no other record ; deserted ; t h l ~  from personal memory. 

Gray, John: age 32, res. Northampton, mnstered Jan. 85, '64; deserted Feb. 2, 
'64 ; no address and no other record. 

Halloran, James 0 . :  age 24, res. Northampton, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dls. 
disability Oct. 29, '64; pres. address unknown. 

Haley, Jeremiah : age 28, reg. Marlboro, mustered Aprll 21, '64 ; dis. order War 
Dept. Juue 20, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Hammond, George M. : age 22, res. Palmer, mustered Feb. 18, 'G4; killed a t  
battle of Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Hapgood, Henry H.  : age 41, roe. Marlboro, mustered Feb. 4, '64; dls. ex. of 
aervlce July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Hastinga, William 0. : age 36, ree. Leominster, mustered Jan. 25, '64; killed a t  
Petersburg, Va., Bug. 5, '64. 

Haren, Ralph: age 40, res. Eaethampton, muetered Jan. 26, '64; dis. order 
War Dept. June 12, '68 ; pree. addrese unknown. 

Howe, Stephen A. : age 22, res. Marlboro, ~uustered Feb. 4, '64; die. ex. of eer- 
vice July 30, '66; tranp. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address, Marlboro, 
Maes. 

Howath, William : age 33, res. Somervllle, mnstered Feb. 4, '64 ; die. ex. of ser- 
vloe July 80, '06 ; trans. from 69th Juue 1, '66 ; pree. address unknown. 



Hugher, Thomar: age 86, res. Moneou, mustered Jan. 96, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66 ; dled (reported drowned) a t  Three Rivers, Mass. ; date 
nnknown. 

Jackron, Jamer : age 18, ree. Palmer, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. ex. of servlce 
July 80, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Johnron, Henry : age 86, res. Charleatown, muetered Web. 4, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Jonea, Eben : age 44, res. Palmer, mustered Jan. 25, '64 ; dls. disablllty ; no date; 
no later Information. 

f i r r igan,  Martin : age 84, res. Ware, mostered Feb. 8, '64 ; trans. to V.B.C. ; 
dls. July 26, '66 ; death reported without date. 

Kenfield, Henry M. : age 80, res. Belchertown; mostered Jan. 25, '64; trans. 
to V.R.C.; 14th Co., 2d Batt.; hon. die. Nov. 23, '66. 

L a  Bastionr, Joseph : age 26, res. Easthampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted 
March 29, '64 ; Rouses Point Canadian looklng for bounty ; no other record. 

Lane, George P. : age 85, res. Cambridge, mustered Feb. 4, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; t r a m  from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Lapoint, Joseph E. : age 22, ree. Eaethampton, muetered Jan. 26, '64; dis. ex. 
o t  service July 30, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Laraby, Peter: age 19, res. Leominster, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dls. ex. of eer- 
vlce, absent sick, July 30, '66 ; no later informatlon. 

Loker, Loren: age 46, res. Prlnceton, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dls. ex. of servlce 
July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Long, amen: age 20, res. Concord, mustered Web. 4, '64; dls. ex. of service 
!uly SO, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. a d d r e ~ s  unknown. 

Longdt, Joreph : age 19, res. Wendell, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; kllled at  Wilder- 
ness, VA., May 6, '64. 

Lovett, John M. : age 38, res. Somervllle, mustered Feb. 4, '64; dis, ex, of ser- 
vlce July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Mahan, Thomas: age 88, recl. Prlnceton, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; dls. order War 
Dept. June 28, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Manly, William H. : age 23, res. Springfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dis. disa- 
blllty June 21, '64 ; dld not go with the regt. to the fleld ; pres. address 
uuknown. 

Martinn, Newel1 B. : age 18, res. Stoneham, muatered Feb. 4, '64 ; Qie. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; prea. address unknown. 

McCarty, Michael: age 86, res. New Bralntree, mustered Jan. 26, '64; mlsslng 
May 24, '64; probably killed; no later Information. 

McClellan, Alexander: age 80, res. Palmer, mostered Jan. 26, '64; dlehon. die. 
Sept. 16, '66, by sentence Gen. Court Martial; pres. addrees unknown. 

McCoy, Robert: age 36, res Springfield, mustered Jan. 26, '64; kllled a t  
Wilderness, Va., Mag 6, '64. 

McNamara, John: age 42, res. Cummlngton, niustered Jan. 26, '64; trans. to 
V.R.C., 14th regt., Sept. 10, '64; dis. July 31, '66, ex. of serrlce; pres. 
addrees unknown. 



McNamee, Patrick : age 82, res. Eaethampton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; t n n e .  
to  V.R.C. K, 11th regt., die. Aug. 8, '66; pree. addrees, Easthampton, 
Mass. 

Norcmra, Otia C. : age 27, res. Upton, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. ex. of service 
July 80, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Murdock, Charlea H. : age 80, res. Palmer, muetered Jan. 26, '64: dls. ex. of 
service July 80, '66; Vet. Blst Maes.; wounded in battle of Chantillg; 
address, Three Rivers, Mass. 

Murphy, William : age 23, res. Salem, miistered Feb. 4, '64; dls. ex. of service 
July 80, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. a d d r e ~ s  unknown. 

Naah, Henry H. : age 87, res. Boston, mnstered Feb. 4, 'G4; die. ex. of service 
July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address uuknown. 

O'Connor, Michael: age 44, res. Northamptou, mustered Jan. 21, '64; killed a t  
Wilder~iess, Va., May 6, '64. 

O'Keif, Thomaa: sge 28, res. Northamptou, mnstered Jan. 26, '64: die. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. q 

Parker, Charles H. :  age 24, ree. New Braintree, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. 
order War Dept. May 18, '66; death reported in '81. 

Pasco, Cephas B. : age 27, res. Palmer, mrirtered Jan. 26, '64; dis, ex. of ser- 
vice July 80. '66 ; death reported In '76. 

Pasco, George W. : age 19, res. Palmer, mastered Jan. 26, ' G 4 ;  dis. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent sick, July 30, '66 ; no later information. 

Pease, John P. : age 31, res. Natick, mllstared Feb. 4, '64; dls, diwal,ility June 
12, '66; trans. from 59th June 1, '66; pres. address, Portland, Me. 

Peckham, Henry M. : age 28, rea. Boston, mustered Feb. 4, '64; dl*. ex. of ser- 
vice July YO, '65; trans. from 69th June i, '66; prea. address nuknown. 

Peckham, Samuel H.  : age 30, res. Charlesto\vn, mustered Feb. 4, '64; trans. 
from 59th Jnue 1, '66; reported as having died while prisoner of war a t  
Uanville, Va. ; no later information. 

Pike, Charles F. : age 28, res. Worce~ter,  mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; trans. to 4th 
Co., 2d Batt., V.R.C.; die. as  Corp., Sept. 6, '65; pree. address unknown. 

Proctor, Alfred: age 89, res. Boston, muetered Feb. 4, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. June 2, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address uuknown. 

Ring, Benjamin : age 46, res. Worcester, musteretl .Tan. 26, 'ti4 ; dis. disability 
Juue 29, 'G4; did not go to  the front with regt. ; pres. address unkno\vn. 

Roberts, Thomas H. : age 28, res. Berkley, mustered Feb. 4, '64: die. ex. of eer- 
vice July 30, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Rockwood, Judson A. : age 19, re#. Hopkinton, mustered Feb. 4. '64 ; dls. ex. of 
service July 80, '66; trans. from 6'3th June 1,  '66; pree. address unknown. 

Rimbach. Albert J.: age 22, rea. Charlestown, mustered Feb. 4,'64; din. ex. of 
service July 30, '66; trans. from 5'3th June 1, '66; previous service in 
U.S. Navy; ou the .Yingura as Hrst-class musician from June 99, '60, to 
June 20, '02; pres. address uuknown. 

Roster, James J . :  age 31, res. Cambridge, mustered April 81, '64; dis. order 
War Dcpt. Juue 12, '66; trans. from 59th Juue 1, '66; pres. address un- 
known. 
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Rudsell. Loren : age 24, res. Springfleld, mustered Jan. 25, '64; dls. disability 
June 29, '64; pres. address unknown. 

Ruth, Richard A.: age 18, res. Roxbory, mustered Feb. 4, '64; dls. order @en. 
Dix, June '13, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Ryan, James B. : age 21, res. West Springfield, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. disa- 
bility June 29, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Rockwood, George C. : mustered Jan. 14, '64; dis. July 80, '66, ae abseut sick; 
trans. from 69th June 1, '66; no later information. 

Sawyer, ~ h o m h s  G. : age 18, res. Stow, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dls. order War 
Dept. June 2, '66; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Sharp, Edward: age 19, res. lfoborn, mustered Feb. 9, 'GI; dis. order War 
Dept. Jone 2, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Shea, James: age 22, res. Hatfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dls. ex. of service, 
absent sick, July 80, '66 ; no later information. 

Short, ohn : age 27, res. Orange, mustered Jan. 26, '64 ; died of wounds a t  
kl ington.  Va., July 28, *64. 

Smith, Samuel S. : age 40, res. Leomlnster, mr~stercd Jan. 26, '64 ; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '66; former address, Leominster, Maas. 

St Dennis, Alfred : age 20, res. Buckland, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dis. ex, of ser- 
vice, ahsent sick. July 30, '66; no later information. 

St. Onge, Charles: age 22, res. Ashfleld, mustered Jan. 25, '64; deserted Aprll 
25, '64 ; Canadian bounty jumper ; no later information. 

Sullivan. Cornelius: age 30. res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 25, '64; deserted 
April 17, '64; Rouses Point bounty jumper; no later lnformation. 

Sweeney, Morgan: age 21. res. Salem, mustered Feb. 9,  '64; dls, order War 
1)ept. June 7, '68; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Teague, Charlea C. : age 26, res. Cambridge, mustered Feh. 4, '64; die, ex. of 
service July 30, '63 ; trans. from 59th June 1, 'G5 ; recent address, Salem, 
Maw. 

Thompson, ASP : age 34, res. Palmer, mustered Jan. 25, '64; dis. disability 
May 18, '65; dent11 reported, no date. 

Timothy, Thomas: ape 44, res. Northampton, mnstered Jan. 23, '64; dis. disa- 
hility March 1, '65 ; pres. address, Northampton, Mass. 

Tollman, David H. : age 29, res. Ware, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dls. disability 
June 13, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Turner, Charles M. : age 18, res. Springfleld, mustered Jan. 26, '(34; dls. dlsa- 
bility Jone 29, '64 ; pres. address unknown. 

Turner, Richard S. : age 40, res. Springfleld, muslerecl Jan. 25, '64; dls. order 
War Dept. Feb. 12, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Walsh, Matthias: age 27, reR. Lynn, mustered Feb. 4, '64 ; dls. ex. of service 
July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; recent address, Lynn, Mass. 

Welch. Thomas N. : age 18, res. Leomlnster, mustered Jan. 25, '64; missing 
July 30, '64 ; prisoner of war. 

Wetherby, Warren 5. : age 30. res. Sprlngtleld, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dis. ex. 
of service, absent sick, July 30, '65; no later Information. 
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White, Lorenzo: age 28, res. Palmer, muetered Jan. 26, '64; killed at  Wilder- 
ness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Winch, Joaeph B.: age 24, res. Rnckland, mustered Jan. 26, '64; die. order 
War Dept. dug. 16, '66 ; recent address, Lelcester, Mass. 

Young, Joaeph: age 29, res. Orange, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dtshonorably dls. 
Feb. 9, '66 ; cause unknown ; record and address since anknown. 

COMPANY F. 

Bartlett, Jamel F., 1st Sergt. : age 24, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; 
die. ex. of servlce July 80, '65; pree. address, Pitchburg, Mass. 

Bigelow, Calvin A., 1st Sergt.: age 21, res. Bolton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; 
dis. as  supernumerary June 18, '65; pres. address, Fitchburg, Mass. 

Davia, Oscar D., 1st Sergt.: age 80, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; 
deserted June 12, '64; no later information. 

Clark, Caleb, Sergt. : age 18, res. Fltchburg, muetered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. 
of servlce July YO, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Funuworth, Rufua O., Sergt. : age 23, res. Fltchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; 
dla. order War Dcpt. June 28, '66 ; pres. address, Fitchburg, Mass. 

Hastinga, John M., S e r g .  : age 37, res. Bolton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; mlsslng 
May 13, '64 ; no later information. 

Lang, Thomas, Sergt.: age 21, res. norchester, mustered Feb. 20, '64; die. 
order War Dept. dug. 10, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Richards, John, Bergt. : age 29, rcs. Newbury, mustered Feb. 20, '64; die. ex. 
of service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Vickery, Charles W., Sergt. : age 18, ree. Hancock, mustered April 6, '64; die. 
ex. of service, July 30, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Burke, ohn, Corp.: age 36, res. Fltchburg, muatered Feb. 18, '64; dle. ex. 
o i  service. July. 30, '66 ; pre8. address unknown. 

Davia, Freeman, Corp. : age 21, res. Bolton, mueared Feb. 18, '64 ; killed ln 
battle of Wllderness May 6, '64. 

Dunn, William S., Corp. : age 23, rca. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. 
disability Nov. 30, '64 ; pres. address, Marlboro, Mass. 

Farrill, Mattin, Corp. : age 24, res. Fltchburg, mustered Fcb. 18, '64 ; dls. ex. 
of service July 80, '65 ; pres. address, Fltchburg, Maas. 

Southwick, Fnncia, Corp.: age 21, res. Bolton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. 
order War Dept. June 10, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Flynn, ames F.,  Mus. : age 18, res. Roxbury, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; die. ex. 01 service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recent address, 
Roxbury, Mass. 

Hall, Rodney, Mus. : age 18, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dia. order 
War Dept. Aug. 10, '66; pres. address unknown. 
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Wetherbee, Warren S., Mus. : age 18, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; 
dis. ex, of service July 30, '66; precl. address, Fitchburg, Mess. 

Allen, Horace B.: age 19, rea. Wendell, mustered Feb. 20, '64; dis. order 
War Dept, Aug. 10, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Babbitt, Charles W. :  age 30, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; i s .  order 
Qeneral Auger, Jan. 27, '66 ; death reported Sept. 10, '86. 

Bachant, Jose h :  age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Baker, John : age 22, res. Button, mustered Feb. 18, '64, deserted April 16, '64; 
bounty jumper; no later record. 

Barnes, Charles H.  : age 27, res. Gardner, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. order 
War Dept. July 7, '66; pres. addrees, Furnace, Worcester County, Mass. 

Barnes, Willard F. : age 26, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dir. ex, of 
service July 80, '66; pres. address, Standish, Me. 

Bartlett, Oeorge A.: age 18, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. 
of service July 30, '66; pres. address, Concord, Mass. 

Barry, Edward: age 21, res. Dorchester, mustered Feb. 20, '64; die. order War 
Dept. July 10, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. addrees unknown. 

Barry, Michael: age 40, res. Lawrence, pnstered Feb. 20, '64; died in rebel 
prison; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '65; notice of death received War 
Dept. June 19, '66. 

Beckwith, Herbert D.: age 21, res. Fltcbburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; died at  
Petersburg, Va., Jan. 18, '66. 

Benson, William 0.: age 34, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of 
serrice, absent sick, July 80, '66; no later informatioll; pres. residence, 
Fitchburg, Mass. 

Blood, Charles F. : age 21. rea. Burllngton, mustered Feb. 13, '66; dis. ex. 
of service July 30, '66; enlisted for  one year ; death reported Dec. 27, '87. 

Bourdon, Augusdne : age 18, res. Windsor, mustered April 6, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 80, '66; pres. addrese, 811 Adam8 St., Boston, Mass. 

Brannon, Patrick: age 42, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '66 ; death reported Feb. 21, '90 ; name recorded a t  War 
Dept. as Brannon, but he signed rolls as  Brennan. 

Brennan, Qerold : age 32, res. Stoughton, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '65 ; prea. address unknown. 

Brennan, Patrick : age 21, res. Dorcheeter, mustered Feb. 20, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '65 ; trans. fro111 69th June 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Brigham, Ozm A. : age 89, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; killed at 
Fort Stedman, Va., March 26, '66. 

Brown, Robert: age 22, res. Fitchburg, mustered Eeb. 18, '64; dL. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; pres. address unknown. 

ohn:  age 34, res. Burlington, mustered Feb. 20, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
ce July 80, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pres, address unknown. Bruce,d 



Byron, John: age 18, res. Boston, mustered Feb. 20, '64; die. ex. of servlce 
July 80, '66 ; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Carey, James: age 19, res. Fltchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. June 26, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Carey, Michael: age 25, res. Milford, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66 ; recent address, Medway, Mass. 

Casey, John : age 26, ree. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '66 ; pres. address, Fitchburg, Mess. 

Changyon, Joseph: age 21, res. Fltchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. 
of serrice July 80, '66 ; prea. address unknown. 

Changyon, Levi : age 22, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted March 
18, '64; since nnknown.' 

Changyon, William : (res. and age unknown) mustered April 6, '64 ; die. Nov. 
14, '64, by order War Dept. ; since unpnown. 

Classon, Henry : age 38, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
l-lce, July 30, '65 ; pres. address, Fitchburg, Mass. 

Clancy, Peter: age 18, res. Newburyport, mustered Feb. 20, '64; dis. order 
War Dept. Jnne 7, '66; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '66; pres. address 
nnknown. 

Clarage, William : age 40, res. Lynn, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '65; trans. from 69th 3une 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Costello, Thomas T .  : age 28, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. 
of service July SO, '66; address, Fitchburg, Mass. 

Coughlin, John: age 48, res. Fitchhurg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; pres. address, Fitchhurg, Mass. 

Crawford, John S. : age 22, res. Sutton, mustered Feb. 18, '04; deserted April 
17, '61 ; bounty jumper ; no later record. 

Daley, Charles: age 83, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent, wounded, July 80, '66 ; no later Information. 

Day, David 8. : age 26, res. Lowell, mustered Feb. 20, '64;, dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '66; (Corporal) trans. from 69th June 1, 66: recent address, 
120 Bartlett St., Charlestown, Mass. 

Delany, John: age 81, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feh. 18, '64; dls. order War 
Dept. May 30, '66 ; pres. addrese, Fitchburg, Mess. 

Derx, Conrad N.:  age 18, res. Charlestown, mustered Feb. 20, '64; die. ex. 
of service July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

Derby, Edward M.: age 30, ree. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; killed a t  
Spottsylvania, Va., May 12, '64. 

Dolan, Timothy: age 20, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. ex. of eer- 
vlce July SO, 'GS ; addrcss prior to  '90, Clinton, Masti; since unknown. 

Edgecomb, Qeorge R. : age 36, res. Fitchburg, mutitered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. 
of service July 80, '66 ; death reported in Fitchburg, May 2, '78. 

Ellis, Alfred G. : age 20, reR. C h a r l e s t ~ ~ n ,  mustered Feb. 20, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '65; trans. from 69th Jnne 1, '66; prea. address unknown. 
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Fabym,  Joseph: age 42, res. Weston, mustered Feb. 80, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address nnknown. 

Flagg, Edwip A. : age 18, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. disability 
May 26, '66; dled at  Bitzwilliam, N.H., of blood poison, caused by 
wound in the hip received in battle of Spottsylvanis, Va., May 12, '64; 
date of death April, '96. 

Flandem, Wallace W. : age 28, res. Salisbury, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; die. ex. 
of sewice July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unknown. 

ames M.:  age 18, res. Washington, mustered Feb. 18, '64; die. order \t ar  Dept. July 3, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 
Fuller, Henry: age 28, re#. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. order War 

Dept. May 26, '66; pres. address unknown. 
Famsworth, Joaeph W .  : age 19, res. Fitchburg, mustered April 16, '64; dia. 

June 2, '66, order War Dept. ; pres. address, 403 Crescent St., Waltham, 
Mass. 

Flaherty, Bartery : age -, res. , enlisted in 59th Mass. Beb. 16, '64 ; 
trans. to 17th June 1, '66; must. out by ex. of servlce July 30, '66; since 
unknown. 

Gaul, John : age 27, res. Brookfleld, mustered Feb. 9. '64; dis. ex. of service, 
absent wounded, July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; no later 
information. 

Gardner, Horace 0. : age 19, res. Hancock, mustered April 6, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice Jnly 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Gerran, E s m :  age 24, res. Yarmouth, mustered Feb. 9, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; trans, from 69th June I ,  '66 ; pres. addrcse unknown 

Gibbons, Daniel : age 19, res. Ashhy, mustered Feb. 9, '64; dis. ex. of service 
July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June I ,  '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Goddad,  Wesley D.: age 39, res. Royalston, mustered Feb. 18, '64; died a t  
Petersburg, Va., Aug. 18, '64; mortally wounded by the explosion of a 
shell from a Confederate battery whlle on duty in the trenches in front 
of Petersburg, Va. 

Oove, Alfred E.: age 19, res. Milford, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; wounded May 6, '64, and March 26, '66 ; pres. address 
unknown. 

Gould, Auntin K. : age 18, res. Bolton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. June 17, '66 ; pris. of war at  Andersonville, Ga. ; died Sept. 8, '93. 

Hanrahan, Edward: age 40, re& Bolton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66; death reported in '90. 

Harrington, Clement A. : age 18, rea. liorbury, mustered Feb. 20, '64; die. 
order War Dept. Aug. 8, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 : pres. address 
unknown. 

~ h r r i s .  Michael: age 84, res. Longmeadow, mustered Feb. 18, '61; died of 
wounds at  Fredricksburg, Va., May 12, '64. 

Harris, Thomas W .  : age 26, res. Cambridge, mustered Feb. 20, '64; dis. ex. 
of service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; address previous 
to  '90, Woburn, Mass. ; since unknown. 

Hennessey. John: age 37, rea. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66 ; death reported a t  reunion of '94. 



Henry, Qeorge A.: age 21, res. Fitchbnrg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; trans. to 
Co. K ,  22d V.R.C., Sept. 8, '64 ; dis. bug. 9, '65 ; pres. address, 15 Austin 
St., Cambrldgeport, Mass. ; has been carried on record in War Dept., as 
John A. Henry, but mistake recently corrected. (L.W.D., Nov. 14, '92.) 

Hosea, Robert : age 19, res. Leominster, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
rice July 30, '66 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '66 ; pres. address 187 Chelsea 
St., East Boston, Mass. 

Hoyt, John E. : age 21, res. Somerville, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Humphrey, Thomas: age 19, res. North Bridgewater, lnustered Feb. 20, '64; 
dis. ex. of service July 30, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65 ; pres. address 
unknown. 

Huntress, William H. : age 23, res. Harerhill, mustered Feb. 20, '61; dls. ex. 
of service July 80, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '05; since must. out 
unknown. 

Keens, Granville H.  : age 36, res. Lowell, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; recent address, Water- 
town, Mass. 

Keilty, Daniel: age 40, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; missing May 6, 
'64 ; no later information ; probably killed or prisoner of war at  Wilder- 
31888. 

Larew, Isaac J. : age 35, res. Cambridge, mustered Feb. 20, '64; dls. ex. of ser- 
vtce July 80, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Lawless, John : age 36, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
rice July 80, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Luchay, Abraham : age 21, res. Spencer, mustered April 6, '64; missing May 
6, '64; no later information; probably killed in Wfldernees, or prisoner 
of war. 

Lund, John T. : age 19, res. Winchendon, mnstered Feb. 20, '64; db .  ex. of eer- 
vice July SO, '66; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; since dls. unknown. 

Maynard, John P. : age 88, re& Dudley, mustered Feb. 18, '64; killed st Wilder- 
ness, Va., May 6, '64. 

McCarthy, Patrick: age 29, res. Fltchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; died a t  
Washington, ]LC., July 5, '64. 

McCorkell, William : w e  18, res. Dorchester, mustered Feb. 40, '64 ; dis. ex. of  
service July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. ree. Stoughton, 
Mass. 

McDowell, ohn : age 20, re#. Fitchburg, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of twr- 
rice J o y  80. '66 ; pres. address. Fltehburg, Mass. 

McGonn, Michael: age 89, res. Palmer, mustered Aug. 18, '64; dis. order War 
Dept. June 15, '65; res. Easthampton, Mass. 

McIntire, Albion: age 18, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; trans. to Co. 
B, 11th V.R.C., May 6, '65 ; dls. bug. 8, '66 ; recent address, Worcester, 
Mass. 

McMaster, George C. : age 34, res. Sturbridge, mustered April 6, '64; mlseing 
May 6. '64 ; no later information ; probably killed or prlsoner of war in 
Wilderness. 



McSherry, ohn : age 88, res. Shelburne, mnstered Aprll 6, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice Iuly 80, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Miles, Michael : age 40, res. Fitchburg, mustered April 6, '64 ; missing July 
80, '64; no later information; probably kllled or prisoner of war in 
Wilderness. 

Murray, Timothy : age 80, res. Charlestown, mustered Feb. 20, '64; dls. ex. of 
service July 80, '66; trnns. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Nickerson, Albert M.: age 81, res. Shemeld, musteied Feb. 18, '64; dis. order 
War Dept. June 28, '66; pro. to Corp. ; pres. address unknown. 

Norwood, George : age 89, res. Bernardston, mustered Dec. 20, '64; dis. ex. of 
service July 80, '06; pres. address unknown. 

Noume, Stephen H. : age 86, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. of 
servlce July 80, '66 ; death reported May 16, '90. 

OsBrien, Darby: age 21, res. Fitchburg, mustered Peb. 18, '64; Peteraburg, 
Va., killed on picket duty July 1, '64. 

O'Donnell, Michael : age 80, res. Bolton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. order War 
1)ept. June 10, '66 ; death reported May 15, '79. 

Parks, Frederick W. :  age 19, res. Fltchburg, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; died at  
Petersbufg, Va., March 26, '65; killed in battle of Port Stedman, Va. 

Peabody, William T. : age 44, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; died at  
Andersonville, Ga., Bept. 2, '64. 

Pine, Edmund : age 26, res. Westfleld, mustered Feb. 18, '64 ; dis. ex. of service 
July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

Ploof, Louis F.: age 10, res. Easthumpton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted 
March 29, '64 ; record in clvll llfe unknown. 

Portland, Patrick: age 81, res. Fitchburg, mustered April 6, '64; dis. disability 
July 18, '66; pree. address, 122 Salem St., Boston, Mass. 

Putney, Bunill : age 85, res. South Danvers, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; die. ex, of 
service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; former address, 
Woburn, Mass. 

Raymond, Oren T. : age 18, res. Fitchbu;g, mustered Feb. 18, 'G4; killed in 
battle of Wilderness May 6, '64. 

Raymond, Peter : age 21, res. Greenfield, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; since dis. unknown. 

Richards, James: age 19, res. Lee, mustered Feb. 18, '64; missing May 6, '64; 
killed in battle of Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Roche, Redmond : age 81, res. Dudley, mnstered Feb. 18, '64 ; die. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent sick, July 30, '66; no later information. 

Ryan, Charles: age 10, res. Adamb, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; me. ex. of ~erv ice  
July 80, '66. 

Ryan, Mut in :  age 29, res. Fltchbmg, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; missing June 
17, '64 ; no later information ; probably killed in battle or prisoner of war. 

Sabin, Oeorge F.: age PO, res. Bolton, mustered Peb. 18, '64; trans. to  Co. 
B, 19th V.R.C., Jan. 28, '66 ; dls. as  Sergt. Ang. 80, '66 ; pres. address, 
Fitchburg, Mass. 



Sawyer, E d g u  F. : age 26, res. Fltchburg, mastered Feb. 18, '64; dig. ex. of 
service July 80, '66 ; death reportad May 14, '94. 

asward, Garland 8. : age 43, res. Dennis, mnstered Feb. 20, '64 ; die. ex. of ecr- 
vice July SO, '66 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Sherman, Edwin P. : age 30, rea. Adams, mustered April 6, '64; dls. ex. of eer- 
vice July 30, '66; prer. address unknown. 

Sheahen, Redmond : age 21, res. Bolton, mustered Feb. 18, '64; deserted April 
23, '64 ; obtained bounty and deserted ; since unknown. 

Simmons, Wealey T.: age 18, res. Washington, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dls. ex. 
of aervlce July 30, '66 ; pres. address unknown. 

. S t y e ,  William: age 29, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dled at  Wssh- 
Ington, D.C.. June 6, '64. 

-Smith, Herman J.: age 27, res. Sandwich, mustered Feb. 20, '64; dia. ex. of 
service July 30, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; pree. addresn unknown. 

Southey, John: age 22, res. Fltchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dle. ex. of ser- 
vice, absent wounded, July 80, '06; no later Information. 

Stevens, Alden W . :  age 21, res. Fltchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; trans. to 
V.R C., Aug. 26, '64; dis from 59th Co. (Sergt.) Aug. 23, '65; recent 
address, Soldiers' Home, Togue, Me. 

Sterner, Matthew: age 24, res. Eaethampton, mustered Feb. 181 '64; dip. dlsa- 
billty Ang. 26, '64; record since~dls. unknown; address unknown. 

Stock, Henry : age 22, res. Hancock, muatered Aprll 6, '64; die. ex. of servlce 
July 30, '65; record and res. since dl8charge unknown. 

Sullivan, John : age 29, res. Worcester, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; death reported, no date. 

Sweet, Daniel J.  : age 18, res. Willlamstown, mustered Feb. 18, '64: die. order 
War Dept. Oct. 3, '64 ; by order of the Presldent ; pardoned for desertlon. 

Turner. William A. : age 2G, res. Belrnont, mustered Feb. 20, '64 ; dis. ex. oT ser- 
vice July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Twiaa, Jamea P.: age 31, ree. Longmeadow, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dled a t  
Washington, l).C., bug. 2, '64: 

Wade, Charles H .  : age 18, res. Boston, mustered Feb. 20, '64; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66; trans. from 69th Julie 1, '65; pres. address unknown. 

Watta, George : age 23, res. Fitchburg, mustered Feb. 18, '64; dled a t  City 
Polnt, Va., July 22, '64. , 

Wilkina, Aaron: age 42, res. Fltchburg, mnstered Feb. 18, '61; trans. to 38th 
Co., 2d Bat'n, V.R.C.; pro. Corp., die. April 7, '66; death reported Aug. 
6, '8i. 

Wilkina, Henry A. : age 18, res. Fitchburg, mnstered Feb. 18, '64; trane. to 
Co. G, loth V.R C., Oct. 4, '64; dis. order War Dept. July 26, '65; death 
reported, no date. 

Willoughby, Edward R. : age 38, res. Woburn, mustered Feb. 20, '64; dls. ex. 
of service July 30, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, '66; recent address, 
Woburn, Mms. 

Weat, Charlea : age 22, res. Leomlnster, mustered Feb. 20, '64; trans. from 59th 
June 1, '65; dls. Mag 16, '65, order War Dept.; dld ,not join the 57th; 
record and address since, unknown. 



COMPANY Q. 

Vaughn, Smith, le t  Sergt.: age 28, res. Lawrence, mustered March 4, '64; 
dis. ex. of service Jnly 30, '65 ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; record and 
residence since dls., nnknown. 

Burke, Cyrus H., Sergt. : age 81, res. Topsfield, mnstered Pprll21, '64; dls. ex. 
of service July 80, '65; trans. from 59th June 1, 65; record and res- 
idence since dls., unknown. 

Carter, Elbridge, Bergt. : age 22, res. Wayland, mustered March 4, '64; dis. ex. 
of service July 80, '66; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; recent addrees, 
Cochltnate, Mass. 

Ewell, Frederick H., Sergt. : age 21, res. Marshfield, mustered March 10, '64; 
(11s. ex. of servlce in Co. K,  July 30, '66; recent address, Marshfleld, 
Mass. 

Hutchins, Henry E,,  Sergt. : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered March 10, '64; 
dis. ex. of servlce July 30, '66; pres. address unknown. 

Jordan, Thomas G., Sergt. : age 24, res. Springfield, mustered March 10, '64; 
dls. dlsabllity Jan. 25, '65 ; pres. address unknown. 

Trowbridge, Charles A., S e r e . :  age 86, res. Northborough, mustered March 
10, '64; dls. order War Dept. June 19, '66; record slnce, unknown. 

Allen, Alfred M., Corp. : age 19, res. Worcester, mustered March 10, 'G4; dis. 
es. of service July 30, '65; rec. since, nnknown. 

Corson, Abraham, Corp. : age 35, res. Cambridge, mustered March 4, '64; dis. 
ex. of servlce July 30, '65; trans. from 69th June 1, '66; pres. address 
unkuown. 

Fales, Henry M., Corp. : age 23, res. Holden, mustered March 10, '64; killed at  
Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Hamlin. Charles, Corp. : age 21, res. Springfleld, muetered March 10, '64 ; dls. 
ex. of service July 30, '66; pres. residence, 1165 Wilcox St., Chlcago, Ill. 

Trefry, John, Corp. : age 26, res. Lynn, lnustcred March 4, '64; dis. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '65 ; trans. from 59th June 1, '65 ; pres, address unknown. 

Tuttle, John E. ,  Corp. : age 39, res. Springfield, mustered March 10, '64 ; killed 
at  Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. The son of this man resides on Wash- 
ington Ave., Waltham, hlws., named Charles Tuthlll, and claims that 
his father's name was ~Toth l l l , "  instead of LITnttle," but the Adjutant- 
General's records clhow that he signed hls name LLTuttle." 

Welsh, Daniel, Corp. : age 21, res. Springfleld, mustered March 10, '64; dls. ex. 
of service July 30, '65: address for some time after dis., Springfleld, 
Mass., a t  present unknown. 

Worthy, William, Corp.: age 18, res. Wllllamstown, mustered March 10, '64; 
dls. ex. of service July SO, '65 ; record and addrees since, unknown. 

Dearborn, George E., Mus. : age 18, res. Taunton, mustered March 4, '64; dis. 
ex. of service, July 30, '66; trans. from 59th June 1, '65; pres. address 
unknown. 

Rodier, Lewia, Mus. : age 15, res. Sprlngfield, lnnstered March 10, '64; die. duly 
30, '65, ex. of service in Co. C ; record and addrese slnce, unknown. 

Adams, Charles 0. : age 19, res. New Braintree, mustered March 10, '64 ; dls. 
disability Jan. 14, '65; record and address slnce, unknown. 
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Barton, Char. H. : age 27, res. Hadley, mastered April 6, '64 ; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 30, '66 ; record and address slnce, unknown. 

Bovia Lewis: age 42, res. West Brooktleld, mustered March 10, '64; died in 
Washington, D.C., July 20, '66. 

Boulett, Fortuna: age 18, res. Spencer, mustered March 10, '64 : dls. for disa- 
bility May 80, '66; former address, Spencer, Mass. 

Bourne, William 5. : age 18, res. Pittsfleld, mustered March 10, '64; killed in 
battle of the Wilderness May 6, '64. 

Brown, Charles M.: age 18, res. Winchendon, mustered March 10, '64; died 
May 14, '64 ; place and cause unknown. 

Bullard, Charlea: age 21, res. Worcester, mustered March 10, '64; die. ex. of 
service July 30, '66; recent address 14 Birch St., Worcester, Mass. 

Burgess, Abraham: age 31, res. Somerset, mnstered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65 ; dls. ex. of servlce July SO, '66 ; record and address since, 
unknown. 

Butler, John D.: ape 18, res. Newbury, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th Jnne 1, '65; die. ex. of service July 30, '66; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Cahill, James: age 21, res. Haverbill, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '65; dis. ex. of service July 30, '66: record and address since, 
unknown. 

Callahan, Thomas : age 88, res. Lawrence, mustered March 4, 'G4 ; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; die. July 30, '66, by ex. of servlce; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Cashman, Michael : age 36, res. Somervllle, mustered March 1, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66 ; die. Jnly 30, '65, by ex. of service; record and addrese 
since, unknown. 

Charnpney, Auguatus : age 18, res. Adams, mustered March 10, '64 ; dled AUK. 
6, '64, a t  Richmond, Va., while prisoner of war. 

Charlesworth, David: age 86, res. Holyoke, mustered March 10, '61: dls. July 
12, '66, ex. of servlce, absent sick, no later information. 

Cleveland, William E. : age 83, res. Westfleld, mostered March 10, '64; mlsslng 
in battle of Fort Stedman, Va., hiarch 86, '65; dls. a t  Annapolis, Md., 
June 8, '65, by General Order No. 77, War Dept. '66; record and addrese 
since, unknown. 

Connell, Charlea : age 26, res. Holyoke, mustered March 10, '64 ; die. ex. of ser- 
vice July 80, '66; record and address since, unknown. 

Connor, Humphrey: age 24, ree. Holyoke, mustered March 10, '64; dis. June 
29, '65, by order War. Dept. ; record aud address since, unknown. 

Cooley, Francis F. : age 26, res. Sutton, mustered March 10, '64; as. July 30, 
'65 ; by ex. of eervice ; late residence, Belchertown, Mass. 

Covell, Auguatus T .  : age 20, res. Gardner, mustered March 10, '64 ; dled Sept. 
7, '64, a t  Annapolis, Md., of wonnds received in battle. 

Covell, John B. : age 18, rea. Gardner, mnstered March 10, '64; dis. July 30, 
'65, by ex. of service, as  absent sick, no later iaiormatlon. 
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Curds, David B. : age 18, res. Douglas, mnstered March 10, '64; die. Jnly SO, 
'66, by ex. of service, ae abeent sick, no later information. 

Dailey, Cornelius J. : age 36, res. Orange, mustered March 10, '64; die. July 80, 
'66, by ex. of servlce, recent address, Brushton, N.Y. 

Damon, Oeorge B. : age 19, res. Leominster, mnstered March 10, '64; deserted 
April 23, '64 ; no record of bounty; recent address, Leominster, Mass. 

Danyon, Horace : age 21, res. Pittefleld, mnstered March 10, '64; died in Wesh- 
ington, D.C., Jnly 18, '64. 

Davenport, Elisha C. : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered M a c h  10, '61; killed in 
battle of the Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Day, William : age 19, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered March 10, '64; kllled in battle 
of the Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. (In Co. C.) 

Donovan, Dennis : age 19, res. Fitchbnrg, mustered March 10, '64; die. ex. of 
servke July 30, '66, es abeent sick, death reported s t  regimeutal reunion 
of '94. 

Drake, William M. : age 23, res. Westfleld, mustered March 10, '64; dls. June 
17, '65 ; by order War Dept. ; record and address since, unknown. 

Ewell, Isaiah A. : age 19, res. Marshfleld, mustered March 10, '64; dis. for dls- 
abillty, Co. K, Dec. 28, '64; pres. address, Marshtleld. Mass. 

Ewell, Melvin : age 26, res. Marshdeld, mustered March 10. '64; trans. to  V.R.C. 
and dis. from 23d Co., 2d Batt., Aug. 12, '66; no date of trans.; death 
reported in 1891. 

Fessenden, Thomas : age 18, res. Cambridge, mustered March 4, '64; dls. July 
30, '65, by ex. of servlce ; trans. from 69th June 1, '66 ; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Fitzgerald, Garrett: age 21, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered April 6, '64; dls. May 23, 
'Gb, for di~abllity; pres. address, 176 Bridge St., Salem, Mass. 

Fitts, Lyman B. : age 26, res. Marshfleld, mostered March 10, '64; die. July 30, 
'66 (from Co. K), by ex. of servlce; record and address slnce, iinknown. 

Flagg, William H .  : age 29, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered March 10, '64; dis. for 
dlsabillty June 7, '66; death reported Jan. 1, '71. 

Flanagan, William : age 19, res. Sprlngtleld, mustered Msrch 10, '64; killed in 
battle of Wllderness May 6, '64. 

Fleming, John: age 80, res. Worcester, mustered March 10, '84; dle. by order 
War Dept., July 3, '66 ; record and address slnce, unknown. 

Fletcher, Lonnzo:  age 19, res. Northboro, mustered March 10, '64; died in 
Washington, D.C., May 10, '64. 

Fogerty, Andrew : age 39, res. Somerville, mustered March 4, '64 : trans. from 
69th June 1, '66 ; dls. July 80, '66, by ex. of servlce; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Foss, Charles H. : age 89, res. Woburn, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65; dls. July 30, '66, by ex. of servlce; recent address, 
Woburn, Maas. 

Fnlick, Charles W .  : age 19, res. Worcester, mostered March 10, '64; died from 
wounds received In battle, Iu Washington, D.C., June 27, '64. 



Fuller,'Moses F.: age 28, res. Sherborn, muatered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '68; die. ex. of servlce July 80, '66; record and addrese 
since, unknown. 

Gaskell, John N. : age 87, res. Douglae, mustered March 10, '64; killed in battle 
of Cold Harbor, Va., June 1, '64. 

Goff, Frederick E.: age 18. ree. Westaeld, mustered March 10, '64; dis. Jnly 
80, '66, by ex. of serrice; death reported at  Westfleld, Maas., dug. 10, '96. ' 

Gubbina, Michael : age 21, ree. Littleton, mustered March 4, '64 ; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66 ; die. Jnly 80, '66, by ex. of eervlce; record and address 
since, unknown, 

Hadley, Cyrus : age 40, res. Leominster, mustered March 10, '64; deserted Feb. 
1, '66, from Dale Gen. IIosp., Worcester, Mass. ; no later record. 

Ham, John : age 21, res. Boston, muetered April 6, '64 ; deserted April 28, '64; 
bounty jumper ; no later record. 

Harvey, John F.: age 22, res. Meddeld, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th Jnne 1, 'G6; dis. July 30, '66, as absent eick; no later Information. 

Hawkina, Luther C. :  age 4P, res. Dudley, mustered March 10, '64; dis. fo r  
disability June 19, '66 ; death reported in '55. 

Hayes, James : age 24, res. Abington, mustered March 4, '64 ; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66 ; die. July 30, '65, by ex. of service ; record and address since, 
unknown. 

Hillard, Joseph H. : age 19, res. Hockport, mnstered hfarch 4,  '64: trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; did. for dlsnbility June 10, '66; record and address since, 
unknown. 

Hood, Thomas R. P.: age 29, res. South Reading, mustered March 4, '64; 
trans. from 59th June 1, '65; dis. by ex. of service July 30, '66; record 
and address since, unknown. 

Horton, Joseph: age 25, res. Chicopee, mustered March 10, '64; died June 2, 
'64, in Washington, D.C., cause unknown. 

Hyde, William: aye 18, res. Somerrille, lllustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; dls. July 80, '66, by ex. of service; record and address 
since, uuknowu. 

Hume, Robert: age 18, res. Cambridge, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65; die. July 30, '66, I)y reaaou of ex, of service; record 
and atldress since, unknown. 

.Kehoe, Mark: age 86, res. Dedham, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66 ; dls. ex. of service, aa absent eick, July 80, '65 ; no later 
inforn~atlon. 

Kennedy, Patrick: ape 27, res. Abington, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66 ; dis. July 20, '66, for disability ; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Kimball, Herman: age 21, res. Cambridge, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65; die. July 30, '65, ex. of service; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Ldey,  Frank: age 28, res. Hinsdale, mustered March 10. '64; dis. Jnne 1, '66, 
order War Dept. (pris. of war) ; record and addreee unknown. 



Laohua, Frank: age 21, ree. Hiusdale, muetered March 10, '64; killed May 6, 
'64, in battle of the Wilderness. 

Lee, Dennio : age 44, ree. Springfield, mustered March 10, '64; died of wounds 
received in action Sept. 7, '64, in Washington, D.C. 

Leland, Abner A.: age 44, res. Douglas, mustered March 10, '64; died in 
Peteraburg. Va., Jone 23, '64; cause unknown; probably of wonnds re- 
ceived In action. 

Leslie. James : age 28, res. Hlnsdale, muutered March 10, '64 ; dled March 26, 
'65, a t  Petersbarg, Va., of wounds received in battle. 

Lewis, Timothy H. : age 18, reg. Fltchburg, mustered March 10, '64 ; dis. July 
30, '66, ex. of service; recent address, Westport, N.N. 

Leyden, Daniel: age 24, res. Abington, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66; dis. ex. of service July 30, '66; record and address since, 
unknown. 

Longfellow, Theodore : age 24, res. Somerset, mustered March 4, '64 ; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '66 ; die. July 30, '65, ex. of service; record and addrese 
elnce, unknown. 

Lord, Alvin: age 22, res. Cambridge, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '65; dle. July 30, '65, ex. of servlce; record and address since, 
unknown. 

Lowe, James : age 34, res. Hinsdale, muatered April 6, '64 ; dis. July 30, '65, ex. 
of servlce; record and atidress since, unknown. 

Mallet, Maoial: age 20, res. West Brooktleld, mustered March 10, 'G4; died May 
20, '64, a t  Washlngton, 11.C. 

McCarthy, Dennio: age 33, res. Abington, mustered Feb. 21, '64; trans. from 
69th Jone 1, '65; die. July 30, '66, ex. of service; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Melvin, Michael : age 19, res. Northampton, mustered March 10, '61; dis. July 
80, '65, ex. of servlce, as  absent sick; no later information. 

Miller, Wallace T. : age 22, res. Abington, mustcred March 10, '64 ; die. (cause 
not stated) Jan. 26, ' 6 5 ,  in Co. K ;  present address, Rev. W. T. Miller, 
Sprlngtleld, Mass. 

Monahan, Daniel : age 35, res. Worcester, muetered March 10, '64 ; deserted 
April 3, '64 ; no record of bounty ; no other information. , 

Monroe, George A. : age 20, res. Grafton, mustered March 10, '61; dls. June 21, 
'65, order War Dept. ; record and address since, unknown. 

Momssey. John : age 25. res. Uxbrldge, mustered Aprll 6, '01; dls. May 22, '65, 
order War Dept. ; dled March 17, '92. 

Moniosey, Martin : age 43, res. Rillerlca, mustered Feb. 4, '04 ; trans. from 69th 
Jnne 1, '66 ; dls. May 22, '66, order War Dept. ; record and address since, 
unknown. 

Moulton, N. Austin: age 41, res. Worcester, mustered March 10, '64; dls. July 
30, '65, ex. of servlce; recent address, Brimfleld, Mass. 

Mountain, Lewis : age 22, res. Douglas, mustered March 10, '61 ; dls. July 30, 
'65, ex. of service; recent address, Douglas, Mass. 



Mulsfead, Richard : age 40, res. Bouthboro, mnstered March 10, '64; kllled May 
84, '64, in battle of North Anna River, Va. 

Needham, ~ a m e o  N. : age 88, res. New Bralntree, mustered March 10, '64 ; dls. 
July 30, '66, ex. of service in Co. K ;  recent addretea, New Bralnhee, 
Mass. 

Nettleton, Joseph 9. : age 81, res. Stoneham, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; die. Joly 88, '66, by order War Uept.; record and ad- 
dress since, unknown. 

O'Connor, Daniel F.: age 18, ree. Cambridge, mnstered March 4, '64; w e .  
from 69th June 1, '66, and dis. July 80, '66, as absent wounded; no later 
Information. 

Parker, Carlos A. : age 26, res. Sprlngfleld, mostered March 10, '64 ; dls. July 
12, '66, by order War Dept. aa supernumerary (dls. as corporal) ; record 
and address since, uuknown. 

Parker, Roswcll: age 42, res. Greenfield, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th Jnne 1, '66; die. July SO, '65, ex. of service; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Patterson, James W. : age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Aprll 6, '64; dls. dug. 
8, '66, by order War Dept. ; record and address slnce, nnknown. 

Phelps, Oscar B. : age e8, ree. Leominster, mnstered March 10, '64; die. July 80, 
'66, ex. of servlce, record and address since, nnknown. 

Pike, Horace 8.: age 18, res. Leicester, mustered March 10, '64: dis. as Sergt. 
Jnne 21, '66, by Order No. 77 War Dept., A.Q.O., 1866, as supernumerary, 
by reason of consolidation; recent address, No. 18 Towneend St., 
Worcester, Mass. 

Pulsifer, George S. : age 24, res. Cambridge, mustered March 4. '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; die. for  disability Jnne 9, '66, by order War Dept.; 
record and address since, nnknown. 

Putnam, Rufus E. : age 18, res. Plttatleld, mu~tered March 10, '64; trans. to Co. 
H, 9th V.R.C., Jan. 21, '66; die. July 21, '65; record and address slnce, 
unknown. 

Ramsdell, Cyrus R. : age 18, res. Wtlbraham, mustered March 10, '64 ; died In 
Washington, D.C., Oct. 17, '64, from wounds received in battle. 

Reed, Oeorge E. : age 19. res. West Stockbridge, mustered March 10, '64; killed 
in battle of Wilderness, Va., May 6, ' G I .  

Richmond, Jason H. : age 19, res. Holyoke, mustered March 10, '64; dts. Joly 
30, '66, en, of servlce; record and address since, unknown. 

Robinson, Francis A. : age 28, res. Dorchester, mualered Marcb 4, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '65; dls. July 30, '65. ex. of servlce; record and ad- 
dress since, unknown. 

Roe, Patrick M. : ape 23, res. Sharon, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 89th 
June 1, '65 ; dis. for disability July 11, '66 ; record and address since, un- 
known. 

Rosette, Victor: age 33, res. South Hadley, mustered March 10, '64; died in 
Washington, D.C., May 16, '64, cause unknown. 

Rumney, Edwin E. : age 21, res. Springfield, mustered March 10, '64; dla. an 
Sergt. July 30, '66, ex. of servlce; record and address elnce, unknown. 
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Sargent, Simon B. : age 84, Tee. Worcester, mustered March 10, '64 ; die. Ang. 
8, '66, by order War Dept.; pres. address, 215 Pleuurnt St., Worcester, 
Mass. 

Sauce, Lewir: age 81, res. Oloucester, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66 ; die. July 80, '66, ex. of service ; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Shehan, Timothy: age 84, re#. Springfield, mustered April 6, '64; dis. July 30, 
'65, ex. of service; record and address since, unknown. 

Smith, Frank : age 19, res. Springlleld, mustered March 10, '64; deserted April 
83, '64 ; bounty jumper ; no later information. 

Smith, Thomar : age 43, res. Boston, mustered March 4, '64 ; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66 ; dis. dug. 10, '66, order War Dept. ; record and address since, 
unknown. 

Soulie, Frederick: age 31, res. Northampton, mustered April 6, '64; trans. to 
Co D. 19th V.R.C.; die. as Sergt. Jnly 81, '66, ex. of service; record 
and address slnce, unknown. 

Stackpole, Charler A. : age 81, res. Boston, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 
59th Mass. Jnne 1, '66 ; die. July 80, '61, ex. of service ; record an.d ressl- 
dence since, unknown. 

Starr, Joseph J.: age 84, res. Westfield, mustered March 10, '64; died of 
wounds received in'battle a t  Petersburg, Va., June 17, '64. 

Stevens, Charler: age 21, res. Haverhill, mnstered March 4, '64; trans. from 
69th Jnne 1, '66; dis. July 80, '66, ex. of service; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Stevens, f m e r  H. : age 19, res. Cambridge, mustered March 4. '64; trans. from 
69t Jnne 1, '66; dis. July 80, '66, ex. of service; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Sullivan, Daniel: age 24, res. Worcester, mustered March 10. '64; die. as  
Corp. May 25, '66, order War Dept. ; present address, Fitchburg, Mass. 

Sullivan. George : age 19, res. Worce~ter,  mustered March 10, '64; dis. July SO, 
'63, ex. of service; pres. address, Worcester, Mass. 

Taft, Alfred C. : age 81; res. Worcester, mustered March 10, '61; deserted 
April 25, '64, and enlisted for three years under the name of George 
Jennings, May 14, '64, in Co. B. 11th Conn. Vols.; deserted from thls 
regt. in front of Petersburg, Va., July 5. '64; surrendered to Provost 
Marshal a t  Worce~ter,  Mass., March 28, '65, as of Co. Q, 67th, dls. with 
Co., ex. of service. Jnly 30, '65; received bounty for enllstment In 67th, 
but no record to show what the State of Conn. paid him; this record 
of desertlon is from War Dept. In Washington; no additional Informa- 
tlon as  to how he served hls country, and no record of his career after 
discharge. 

Thompson. Andrew C. : age 16, res. Plttsfleld, mustered Aprll 6, '64; dis. July 
30, '66, ex. of service; record and address since, unknown. 

Tiemey, Francis : age 38, res. Cambridge, mustered March 4, '64 ; trans from 
69th Jnne 1, '66; dl .. July 30, '65, ex. of service; record and address 
slnce, unknown. 

Towner, John E. : age 22, res. Boston, mnstered Aprll 6, '64 ; deserted Aprll 29, 
'64; Vet. of Co. G, 1st Ill. Vole.; record and address since deeertion 
unknown ; bounty jumper. 
8 1 



Waite, Charles H.: age 19, res. Charlton, mustered March 10, '64; kllled in  
battle of Wllderness, Msy 6, '64. 

Wakefield, Wendell P. : age 25, res. Reading, mustered March 4, '64 ; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '66; dls. ex. of service July 80, '65; record and address 
since, unknown. 

Wallwork, John B. : age 19, res. Chelsea, mnstered July 29, '64; trane. from 
69th June 1, '66; dls. ex. of service July 30, '65; record and address 
slnce, unknown. 

Welch, Patrick: age 28, res. Dedham, mustered March 4, '64; trans. from 59th 
June 1,' 66; dls. ex. of service July SO, '6.5; record and address elnce, 
unknown. 

Welch, John: age 20, res. Hlngham, mustered May 16, '64; trans. from 59th 
June 1, '65; dls. ex. of service July 30, '66; record and address since, 
unknown. 

White, Albert: age 20, res. Grafton, mustered March 10, '64; deserted Aprll17, 
'64 ; bounty jumper; no later record. 

White, Goss : age 28, res. Worcester, mustered March 10, '64 : die. June 16, '66. 
,order War Dapt. ; record and address slnce, unknown. 

White, John : age 22, res. Brookline, mostered April 6, '64; dls. ex. of servlce 
July 80, '65; record and address.slnce, unknown. 

White, John: age 28, res. Winchendon, mnstered Feb. 20, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66; dishonorably die. to date from May 24, '66, per Special Order 
No 461, War Dept, A.G.O., dated Aug. 26, '66; held in contlnement In 
Philadelphja County Jail, Pa., by the clvll authorltles ; charge unknown, 
final dispositlon of the case unknown; record and addrees elnce, 
unknown. 

Wilcox, Oeorge H. : age 18, res. Pittsfleld, mustered March 10, '64; dle. July 
80, '65, ex. of service; record and address since, unknown. 

Willard, James J . :  age 19; res. Worcester, mustered March 10, '64; killed h 
battle of Wllderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Wing, Joseph : age 81, rea. Springfield, mustered April 6, '64; deserted April 
28, '64; no later information. 

Woodman, Horace F. : age 18, res. Newbury, mustered March 4, '64; die. July 
30, '65, ex. of servlce; record and address since, unknown. 

COMPANY H. 

Allen, Dwight D., 1st Sergt.: age 26, ree. Worcester, mnstered Jan'. 11, '64; 
kllled July 80, '64, in battle of Crater, or Mine Explosion, In front of 
Petersburg, Va. 

Chase, Charles S., 1st Sergt. : age 22, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; 
dis. ex. of servlce July 30, '66; record and residence eince, unknown. 

Park, William C., 1st Sergt. : age 18, ree. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11. '64 ; 
died Jan. 81, '66, while a prisoner of war at  Danville, Va. 

Bond, Herbert W.,  Sergt. : age 18, ree. Westborough, mustered Jan. 11, '64; 
killed in battle of Wllderness, Va., May 6, '64. 
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Connolly, William, Sergt.: age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. 
ex. of service July 80, 'G5; residence soon after, No. .9 Grafton St., 
Worcester, Mass. 

Fox, Patrick W., Sergt: : age 21, res. Athol, mustered Jan. 11, '64; trans. to  
68th Co. V.R.C., dis. Bug. 24, '66 ; residence and record since, unknown. 

Sargent, Charles A., Sergt. : age 21, res. West Cambrldge, mustered March 12, 
'64; trans. to 67th June 1, '65; dis. ex. of service July 80, '66; record 
and residence since, unknown. 

Stone, Henry D., S e r e .  : age 19, res. Waltham, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
to 67th June 1, '65; dls. July 80, '65, ex. of service; resldence after die., 
409 Atlantic Ave., Boston, Mass. 

Tourtelott, George W., Sergt. : age 19, res. Sutton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. 
July 30, '66, ex. of service; residence, Kansas City, Mo. 

Ames, Jacob, Corp. : age 40, 'res. Woburn, mustered March 12, '64 ; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; dis. July 80, '66, ex. of service; residence after die., 
Woburn, Mass. 

Bullard, Ira B., Corp. : age 26, res. Sutton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died May 24, 
'64, a t  Fredericksburg, Va., of wounds received in action. 

Cam, Joshua W.,  Corp.: age 18, res. Marlborough, mustered March 19, '64; 
trans. from 69th June 1, '64; die. July 80, '65, ex. of servlce; resldence 
since, Marlborough, Mass. 

Connell, Terrence O., Corp. : age 80, res. Cambridge, mustered March 12, '64; 
trans. from 69th June 1, '66; dis. for dlsabllity from Moore Geu. Hosp., 
Philadelphia, Penn., Bug. 29, '65; resldence and address since, unknown. 

Foster, Walter R., Corp. : age 18, rea. Worcester, miistered Jan. 11, '64; dis. 
July 80, '65, as Sergt., ex. of servlce; died in Worcester, Oct. 28, '79. 

Garrison, Henry, Corp.: age 26, res. Brookline, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '66; die. July 80, '66, ex. of service; residence and 
address since, unknown. 

Howe, ~ i l i a r d  P., Corp. : age 89, res. Bedford, mustered March 12,'64; trans. 
from 59th Jnne 1, '65 ; die. Bug. 5, '66, order War Dept. ; record and res- 
ldence since, unknown. 

Park, Henry L , Corp. : age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; kllled in 
battle of North Anna River, Va., May 24, '64. 

Patch, Cteorge E., Corp. : age 28, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; trans. 
to Co. K, 10th regt. V.R.C., March 26, '66; dis. order War Dept Sept. 
14, '65; resldence, Chandler St., Worcester, Mass. 

Perkinr, Uriah, Corp. : age 27, res. Woburn, mnstered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '65; die. July 30, '65, ex. of servlce; latest addrees 
reported, 21 School St., North Woburn, Mass. 

White, Joseph, Corp.: age 21, res. West Boylston, mustered March 10, '64; 
killed May 18, '64, in battle of Spottsylvania Court House, Va. 

Wilson, Charles H., Corp. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dk .  
May 26, '65, order War Dept. ; record and resldence since, unknown. 

Wilhud, George W., Corp. : age 84, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died 
of wounds received in battle Sept. 18, '64. 
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Young, Charles E., Corp.: age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; 
killed in battle of Wllderneee, Pa., May 6, '64. 

Kelly, Michael, Mus. : age- 18, res. Cambridge, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; db .  July 80, '65, ex. of service; record. and resi- 
dence since, unknown. 

Spencer, David F., Mus. : age 80, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. 
July 30,"66, ex. of service; resldence soon after, 12 Washington Sq., 
Worcester, Mass. 

Ainaworth, Otis D. : age 82, ree. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. May 18, 
'66, order War Dept. ; record and residence since, unknown. 

Aldrid e, Oeorge E. : age 28, res. Hopkinton, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; dls. July 30, '66, ex. of eervlce; resldence, Upton, 
Mass. 

Anderson, James 0. : age 18, res. Leomlnster, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 
80, '66, ex. of service ; recent address, Boeton, Mses. 

Arnold, Nathan 8. : age 26, res. Sutton, mnstered Jan. 11, '64 ; dls. July 1, '64, 
order of Qen. Dix. 

Atklnson, Charles 0. : age 24, res. Lynn, mustered March 12, '64 ; trans. from 
59th June 1, '66; dls. dug. 10, '66, order War Dept.; record and resi- 
dence since, unknown. 

Bailey, Rasson: age 20, res. Sherborn, mustered March 12, '64; trans, from 
59th June 1, '65; die. ex. of service to date from July 30, '66, absent 
wounded ; no later information. 

Barren, John: age 28, res. Boston, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '65; dis. ex. of service July 80, '66; latest resldence known, 
Worcester, Mass. 

Binney, Joseph Xi. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dle. Ang. 
10, '65, order War Dept. ; now practicing physician a t  Fullerton, Nance 
County, Nebraska. 

Bowen, Isaac : age 38, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 30, '66, 
ex, of servlce; record and address slnce, unknown. 

Bowen, Michael: age 21, res. New Bralntree, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. May 
9, '66, order War Dept. ; record and reeidence since, unknown. 

Boyd, ohn:  age 21, res. Brookllne, mustered March 19, '64; trane. from 69th 
b n e  I, '6 ; dis. ex. of service July SO, '65 ; record and resldence since, 
unknown. 

Brown, George A. : age 18, rea. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. May 22, 
'66, order War Dept. ; pres. residence, Salem St., Worcester, Maw.  

Brown, John 8. : age 32, res. Athol, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. July 1, '64, 
order of Gen. Dix; pres. reeldence, Athol, Mass. 

Bullard, John L. : age 40, res. Holliston, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '65 ; mlsslng May 12, '64 ; no later information. 

Burredge, George W. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dfs. ex. 
of service July SO, '65 ; record and resldence since, unknown. 

Caldwell, William M. : age 23, res. Fitchburg, muetered Jan. 11, '64; killed in 
battle of Wilderness, May 6, '64. 



Cluke, Horace, Jr. : age 36, Tee. Palmer, mustered Jan. 28, '64; dled April 29, 
'64, from sunstroke, whlle on the march with the reglment in Virginia. 

Coleman, Richard, Jr. : age 22, res. Charleetown, mustered March 12, '64 ; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '66; dls. Aug. 10, '66, order War Dept.; resldence 
slnce, unknown. 

Connors, Thomas : age 80, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 80, 
'05, ex. of senice, as  absent; dled July 15, '67. 

Cumminga, Joreph L. : age 88, ma. Spencer, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; dls. Aug. 8, 
66, by order War Dept. ; realdeuce slnce, unknown. 

Doane, Amos L. : sge 44, res. Worceeter, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. June 9, '65, 
order War D8pt. ; present resldence, 146 Beacon St., Worceeter, Mass. 

Donavan. Jeremiah : age 19, rea. Stoneham, mustered April 12, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '65; die. July 80, '65, order War Dept.; resldence since, 
unknown. 

Ellick, Eli A. : age 18, res. Leomlnster, mostered Jan. 11, '64; kflled in battle 
front of Petereburg, Va., June 17, '64. 

Ememon. Qeorge W. : age 88, res. Mlllbury, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled Aug. 
27, '64, a t  Andersonville, Oa. (prlsoner of war). 

Evans, Joshua: age 80, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 11, '64; d i ~ .  May 12, '65, 
order War Dept. ; residence since, nnknown. 

Ewing, Albert 5. : age 26, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; killed In battle 
of Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Fitts, Fharles A. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died May 12, 
64, of wounds received in battle of Spottsylvanla Court House, Va. 

Fitzgerald, John: age 84, res. Dudley, mustered Oct. 81, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66 ; dls. July 80, '65, ex. of servlce; resldence since, nnknown. 

Fogerty, Edward J.:  age 20, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. July 
80, '65, ex. of servlce; present address, Vine St., Worcester, Mass. 

Fox, James : age 19, ree. Cambridge, mustered March 4, '64 ; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '65 ; dle. July 80, '06, ex. of servlce; residence since, unknown. 

Oates, Daniel C. : age 46, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; die. July 6, '65, 
order War Dept. ; residence slnce, 90 Portland St., Worcester, Maea. 

Oeer, Edward D.: age 21, res. Worcester, mustered .Jan. 26, '64; dls. July 80, 
'65, ex. of servlce; resldence slnce, unknown. , 

Oleason, Charles W. : age 23, res. Lelcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; no date of 
dls. or later tnformatlon. 

Qrnver, Stephen W. : age 21, ree. Cambridge, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '65; die. Joly 80, '66, ex. of service; resldence since, 
unknown. 

Grout, John E. : age 88, ree. Spencer, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dls. Joly 1, '64, 
order of Qeneral Dlx; death reported In 1876. 

Ouillette, Hyacinth.: age 81, res. Chelsea, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; dls. to date from July 80, '65, absent wounded; no 
later lnformatlon. 
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,,7eff.boryport, mustered March 12, '64; tram. 

so, '66. absent wounded; late resldenb, Cherry Valley, 

$@b'e, B. : age 28, res. Wbrcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. July 30, 
Hoflc$: of laervice ; resldeoce slnce, unknown. 

Hcnrg A. F. : age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dls. ex. of 
~ o f i ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ e  Jllly 30, '65, absent wounded; pres. address, Rev. Henry 

P Hoyt, Ilospital of the P.E. Church, Phlladelphia, Pa. 
 red. P. : age 48, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. dug. 10, 

~ ~ " ~ 8 ~ ~ ,  order War Dept. ; pres. address, Putnam, Conn. 
James T. : age 19, ren. Sutton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled June 16, 

johns:?, in Washlngton, D.C. 

johneon, Joseph J.  : age 18, res. Sutton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled May 12, 
'64, of wounds recelved in battle of Ypottsylvanla Court House, Va. 

Martin L. : age 18, Tee. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled in 
Washington, D.C., July 18, 'G4; cause unknown. 

~ c n d a u ,  William P.: age 81, res. Woborn, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '65; dls. July 30, '66, ex. of service; recent address, 
Woburn, Mass. 

Kilpatrick, oseph : age 21, res. Woburn, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
59th june 1. '66 ; dls. to date July 80, 735. abaent sick. 

Ladaux, Isaac : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dis. July 30, '65, 
ex. of service; residence slnce, unknown. 

Leonard, Charles H. : age 22, res. Groton, mu~tered Jan. 11, '64; dled May 6, 
'61, of wounds recelved in battle of the Wilderness, Va. 

Leonard, Daniel A. : age 19, res. Rutland, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled Sept. 9, 
'64, a t  I)anville, Va. (prlsoner of war). 

Lincoln. George T. : age 28, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. to date 
July 30, '66, absent wounded; no later information. 

Little, John: age 21, re*. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 30, '65, 
es. of service ; resldence since, unknown. 

Loomis, Rodney D. : age 31, res. Mlllbury, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dls. Sept. 13, 
'66, disability ; pres. address, Mlllbury, Mass. 

Lord, Henry T. : age 83, res. Woburn, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, 'G5; dls. July 30, '65, ex. of servlce; veteran of Co. O, 5th 
Mass. (9 mouths) ; resldence sluce dls., unknown. 
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Lovering, Samuel M. : age 40, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; killed in 
battle of Wllderness, May 6, '64. 

Manville, Patrick H. : age 18, ree. Leicester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; killed May 
24, '64, a t  battle of North Anna River, Va. 

Marshall, James A. : age 25, res. Worcester, mustered Jan 11, '64 ; die. July 
30, '66, ex. of service; pres. address, North Leorninster, Mass. 

Mathem, Eli: age 84, ree. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. July SO, '65, 
ex. of service; resldence since, unknown. 

McCormick, Michael: age 21, res. Canlbrldge, muetered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '65; dis. to date from July 80, '66, ex. of service, as  
abseut wounded. 

Merriam, Henry: age 80, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. June 17, 
'65, order War Dept. ; record and resldence slnce, unknown. 

Memqm, Horace: age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. Sept. 30, 
64, on surgeon's certiflcate of disabllity ; pres. address, No, 51 Stevens 
St., New Haven, Conn. 

Mills, Isaac M. : age 26, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. Ang. 8. '65, 
order War Dept.; address soon after, Southbridge St., Worcester, 
Mass. 

Mourin. Michael : age 21, res. Cambridge, mustered March 12, '64 ; trans. from 
59th June 1, '65; die. July SO, '65, ex. of service; resldence slnce, un- 
known. 

Murry, Andrew: age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; must. out July 
30, ' 6 5 ;  absent 8s prisoner of war uiuce July 80, '64; no dlscharge 
ever given; no later lnforrnation from War Dept.; a t  present unknown. 

Nichols, Nathaniel : age 33, res. North Reading, mustered March 12, '64 ; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '65; dis. July SO, '66, ex. of servlce, abseut sick; no 
later information. 

Paine, John A.: age 38, res. Yutton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died Sept. 15, '64, 
while prisoner of war, a t  Andereonville, Ga. 

Parker, Marshall: age 27, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. Feb. 21, 
'65, order War Dept. ; resldence slnce, unknown. 

Pickens, John: age 88, res. Stoneham, mustered March 12, '64; trans, from 
59th June 1, '66; dls. ex. of service July 30, '65; elnce uukuown. 

Pierce, John, Jr. : age 28, re8 Hopklnton, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
5!Nh June 1, '66; dis. July 30, '65, ex. of service; resldence since, un- 
known. 

Puffer, Jonathan: age 39, res. Holliston, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. June 17, 
'66, order War Ilept. ; Vet. Co. K, 43d Mass. ; resldence since discharge, 
unknown. 

Raymond, James H. : age 45, res. Worcester, mu~tered Jan. 11, '64; dis. Aug. 
10, '6.5, order War Dept.; death reported hiay 23, '79. 

Reed, Thomas R.: age 33, res. Springfield, mustered Jan. 25, '64; dis. July SO, 
'66, ex. of service; residence since, unknown. 

Ricker, Albert M. : age 81, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. July SO, 
'66, ex. of service; pres. residence, Boston Highlands, Bostou, Mass. 



Richardson, Lewis :-age 18, res. Leomlnater, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; killed May 
6, '61, in battle of Wilderness, Va. 

Rice, William H. : age 84, res. Oxford, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; die. May 86, '66, 
order War Dept. ; pres, address, Worcester, Mars. 

Richards, William E.: age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled in 
Worcester. Mass., March 16, '66. 

Robinson, Qeorge A. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 
6 ,  '66, order War Dept. ; recent address, Merlden, Conn. 

Rollins, Stephen H .  : age 18, res. Spencer, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; die. Sept. 19, 
'64, on surgeon's certlflcate of disability ; resldence slnce, unknown. 

Ryan, John: age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan 11, '64; die. June 29, '65, 
order War Dept. ; death reported March 18, '67. 

Savage, Henry Q. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; trans. to Co. 
I, 2d V .R.C., Feb. 14, '65 ; dls. order War Dept., July 28, '86 ; pres. res- 
idence, 127 Indiana St., Chicago, Ill. 

Sharp, Charles: age 26, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; trans. to  38th, 
Co. C, 2d Battallon, V.R.C., March 4, '66 ; d i ~ .  Aug. 11, '66, order War 
Dept ; residence slnce, unknown. 

Shamboo, Christopher, age 18, res. Urafton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. ex. of 
servlce, July 80, '66, absent wounded; no later information. 

Shamboo, Edward: age 81, res. Graftou, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dla. July 30, 
'65, ex. of service; pres. address, Wilklnsonville, Mass. 

Sheern, Dennir: age 18, res:Mlllbury, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. May 16, '65, 
order War Dept. ; death reported in 1891. 

Short, Frank : age 24, res. Worcester. mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dfs. July 80, '66, 
ex. of servlce, absent sick; no later information. 

Skinner, James M. : age 34, res. Dorchester, mnstered M w h  18, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; dis. July 22. '66, order War Dept. ; slnce unknown. 

Smith. Eugene: age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; killed May 6, 
'64, in battle of the Wilderness, Va. 

Sprague, Amor: age 24, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. Jnly 80, 
'66, ex. of service; veteran of Co. D, 16th Mess., from July 12, '61, to 
Aprll 16, '62; death reported Jan. 20, '90. 

Stctson, Jamee M . :  age 21. res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled of 
wounds received lo battle, May 81, '64. 

Stockwell, W m n  H. :  age 18. res. MiUbory, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. Jnly 
80, '66, ex, of servlce; res. rrince, unknown. 

Streetcr, Hiram: age 38, res. Leicester, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; killed Jnne 17, 
'64, in battle before Yeteraburg, Va. . 

Sullivan, Michael: age 81, res. Wayland, mustered March 18, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65; dis. June 21, '66, disability; since unknown. 

Taft, Edward P.: age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. May 
21, '66, order of War Dept. ; pres. address, 15 Austln St., Worcester, Mass. 

Temple, Andrew A. : age 19, res. Hopklnton, mustercad March 18, '64; tranr. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; dls. ex. of service, July 80, '66; since unknown. 



Timoq, Charles: age 21, res. Worcester, mostered Jan. 11, '64; dis. July 80, 
65, ex. of service ; death reported in '86. 

Tourtelott, Thomas J.: age 26, res. Millbury, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; dls. 
dlnablllty dug.  8, '66; pres. address, Mlllbury, Mms. 

Wakeman. George M. : age 81, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 
80, '66, ex. of servlce, absent wounded; no later mformatlon. 

Walton. Edward A. : age 28, res. Worcester, milatered Jan. 11, '64; died Aug. 
10, '64, whlle a prisoner of war at  Andersonvllle, Qa. 

Watkins. Henry A.: age 26, res. Hopkinton, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '66; dis. July 80, '66, ex. of servlce; since unknown. 

Webb, Joseph C.: age 82, res. Qrafton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died Aug. 18, 
'64, lu Phlladelphla, Pa., cause unknown. 

Wellman, Charles W .  : age 87, res. Woburn, mustered March 13, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66; die. July 80, '66, ex. of servlce; recent address, 
Montville, Mass. 

Wellman, George H.: age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. as 
corporal to date from July 80, '66, ex. of service, absent wounded; 
no later lnformatlon. 

Wellman, John F. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. June 16, 
'66, disability; death reported in '76. 

Welch, Thomas: age 82, res. Cambridge, muatered March 12, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; dls. to date from July 80, '66, ex. of service, absent 
prlsoner ; no later lnformatlon. 

Whittier, William T. : age 18, res. Haverhtll. mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66; dls. July 80, '65, ex. of servlce; recent address, 
Hsverhlll, Maas. 

Wilson, Charlea B. : age 82, res. Stqueham, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; die July 80, '66, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Williarnr, John 8. : age 28, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. to date 
from July 80, '66, ex. of servlce, absent slck; no later lnformatlon. 

Woodcock, Isaac A : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. June 
2, '66, order War Dept. ; pres. address, No. 20 Clarkson St., Worcester, 
Mass. 

Wood, George H. : age 24, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. June 9, 
'66, dieablllty; recent address, Cambridge St., Worcester, Mass. 

COMPANY I. 

&Farland, Edwin D., let Sergt. : age 31, res. Worcester, mnstered March 10, 
'64; trans. Feb. 17, '66, on account of wounds, to V.R.C.; dls. order 
War Dept. June 19, '66 ; prea. reeldeuce, 117 Thomas St., Worcester, Mass. 

Tyler, Titus, 1st Sergt. : age 27, res. Springfield, mnstered March 10, '64 ; die. 
July 80, '66, ex. of servlce; pres. address unknown. 

Breed, William J , Sergt.: age 18, res. Lynn, mnstered April 2, '64; traus. 
from 69th June 1, '66; dls. July 30, '66, ex. of service; recent address, 
Northampton, Mass. 



Holmea, Thomae F., Sergt. : age 19, res. Ch~rlestown, mnstered Jan. 6, '64; 
trans. from 59th June 1, '68; die. July 30, '66, ex. of service; recent 
address, Watertowu, Mass. 

Karpeler, Leopold, Color Sergt. : age 28, res. Springfield, enlisted in Co. A, 
46th Mass. Inf., Augost, '62, Corporal of the Color Guard; dis. ex. of 
service, July 29, '63; must. as Sergt. Co I, 67th Mass. Inf., March 10, 
'64; die. disability Mag 7, '66. Received medal of honor, April 30, '70, 
for gallantry in battle of Wilderness, Va. ; received teatimonlals from 
Colonel, Lieut.-Colonel and Major of 46th  mas^. for soldierly bearlng and 
conspicuous bravery while in that regt. Prcs. residence, 1609 7th St., 
N. W., Washington, D.C. 

Qber, George K., Sergt. : age 20, res. Southampton, mustered March 10, '64 ; 
dis. July 30, '65, ex. of service; pres. residence, Bakerefleld, Kern 
County, Cal. 

Q'Donnell, James, Sergt.: age 25, ree. Marlborough, mustered April 2, '64; 
traxls. from 69th June 1, '66; die. July 30, '66, ex. of service; pree. 
address, Medway, Mass. 

Burke, Hugh, Corp. : age 26, res. Marlborough, muatered April 8 ,  '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '65 ; dis. July 30, '66 ; ex. of service ; since unknown. 

Brennan, John W., Corp. : age 27, res. Harvard, muetered April 2, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66; dls. June 13, '66, by order War Dcpt.; s i n e  
unknown. 

Cullitin, Pierce, Corp. : age 84, res. Shelburne, mustered March 10, '64; dis. Dec. 
26, '64, for dirability ; pres. residence, Chautauqua, N Y. 

Chambers, Jamer K., Corp.: age 18, res. Hancock, mustered March 10, '64; 
dls. July YO, '65, ex. of service; pres. address unknown. 

Gallup, Henry C., Corp. : age 24, res. Dalton. mustered March 10, '64 ; die. July 
30, '65, ex. of service ; receut address, Dalton, Mass. 

Green, George A., Corp.: age 43, res.'Ware, mustered March 10, '64; dls. Ang. 
4, '65, order War Dept.; pres. residence onknown. 

Gould, Harvey W., Corp. : agc 18, res. North Brooktleld, mustered April 6, '64; 
dis. May 22, '65, order War Dept. ; death reported, date unknown. 

Moore, Charles E., Corp.: age 24, res. Lee, mustered March 10, '64; traue. to 
V.R C. ; no date of trans. or dis; death reported in '92. 

Naron, Edward A., Corp.: age 23, res. Georgetown, mustered April 2, '64; 
trans. from 69th June 1, '65; dis. July 22, '66, order War Dcpt.; eince 
unknown. 

Olds, William G., Corp. : age 26, res. West Stockbridge, mustered March 10, 
'64; died of wounds received in battle May 8, '64 (battle of Wilder- 
nea8). 

Whiten, Henry, Corp. : age 19, res. Ware, mustered March 10, '64; trans. to 
V.R.C., date and dis. unknown ; no later information. 

Holmes, Loren S., Mus. : age 41, res. Washington, mustered April 6, '64: dis. 
July 30, 'Gh, ex. of service ; crroneotisly reported as having died In Phila- 
delphia in '64; residence since discharge, unknown. 

Jones, Robert M., Mus. : age 18, res. Holliston, mustered April 2, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; dis. May 29, '65, order War Dept. ; receut address, 
Fitchburg, XZaas. 



Lacount, Ernemon B., Mus.: we 16, res. Lelcester, muetered March 6, '64; 
trans. t o  V.R.C. Aprll 16, '66; die. July 21, '66, order War Dept.; slnce 
unknown. 

Agnew, Henry : age 23, res. Harvard, mustbed April 6, '64 ; deserted Aprll 17, 
'64; bounty jumper; not heard from since (supposed to be an aseumed 
name). 

Archibald, William D. : age 24, res. Chelsea, mustered Aprll 2, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; dls. July 30, '66, ex. of servlce; since unknown. 

Beckwith, Joreph H. : age 24, res. Pittslleld, mustered March 10, '64; reported 
~nlesinp In actlon Aug. 19, '64 ; no later lnformatlon. 

Bolton, Henry: age 26, res. Worcester, mustered March 10, '64; deeerted 
March, '61; no record of bounty and no later informatlon. 

Bonner, Jamer : age 22, ree. South Hadley, mustered March 10, '64; dls. June 8, 
'65, order War Dept. ; residence since, unknown. 

Breman, Luke : age 24, res. North Marlboro, muetered March 10, '64 ; deserted 
March, 1864; no record of bounty and no later information. 

Briell, Albert E.: age 20, res. Southampton, mustered March 10, '64;. dls. Dec. 
17, '64, for dlsabillty ; slnce nnknom. 

Brown, John : age 29, res. Springfield, mustered March 10, '64 ; dts. May 20, '65, 
for dlsabllity ; slnce unknown. 

Bullock, Amaaa R.: age 19, res. Adame, mu~tered March 10, '64; reported 
missing in act1011 May 24, '64 ; probably killed or taken prieonar In battle 
of North Anna River. 

Baker, Daniel: age 18, ree. Pittstleld, mustered Aprll 6, '64; killed in battle of 
the Wllderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Bowe, George D. : age 18, res. Plttsfleld, mustered April 6, '64 ; dls. July 30, '66, 
ex. of servlce; elnce unknown. 

Burrowe, Peter A.: age 44, res. Weet Stockbrldge, mustered March 10, '64; 
reported missing In actlon May 6, '64 ; probably killed or taken prlsoner 
in battle of the Wilderness. 

Carroll, Edward : age 44, res. North Marlboro, mustered March 10, '64 ; trane. 
to Co. 11, V.R.C., Dec. 7, '64 ; dis. July 26, '65, order War Dept. ; death 
reported, date not known. 

Carney, Thomas : age 42, res. Danvers, mustered Aprll 2, '64; trans. from 69th 
June I ,  '65 ; (118. July 30, '65, ex. of service; elnce unknown. 

Cardwell, William : age 40, res. Cambridge, muetered Aprll 2, '64; trane. from 
60th June 1, '66; dls. absent slck, to date from July YO, '66; no later 
information. 

Chapman, Ralph : age 42, res. IIRIICOC~, mustered March 10, '64 ; dis. Aug. 8, 
'65, order War Dept. ; m~idellce slnce, nnknown. 

Church, Horace: age 18, res. Rlchmond, muatered March 10, '64; dls. ex. of 
ciervlce, absent slck, to date July 30, '66 ; no later lnform~tlon. 

Clark, James : age 26, res. Jflllt~ory, mnntered April 6, '64; deserted with bounty 
April 17, '64; not heard from since. 

Clayton, George: age 30, res. Beverly, mustered April 2. '64: trans. from 69th 
June 1. '66; dls. ex. of service, absent slck, to date from July 80, '66; 
no later information. 
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Clifford, John H. : w e  19, res. Brookllne, muatered A p N  8, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '66; die. July 80, '66, ex. of servlce; since unknown. 

Connor, Cornelius: age 18, res. Brighton, mnstered April 2, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65 ; dls. July 80, '66, ex. of servlce; elnce unknown. 

Collins, Dennie: age 19, rea. Washington, mustered March 10, '64; trans. t o  
V.R.C. (no date) and deserted from 2d Co., 2d Batt., July 27, '66. Reported 
in letter from Company Commander on flle in omce of A.G., Boston. 
Record and residence since, unknown. 

Calvert. William H. M. : age 19, res. -. , mustered April 2, '64; trans. from 
59th Junc 1, '65; dis. July 80, '65, ex. of servlce; since unknown. 

Connelly, John: age 41, res. Conway, mustered April 6, '64; die. Sept. 8, '66, 
order War Dept. ; since unkuown. 

Conway, Thomas: age 85, res. Springfield, mustered March 10, '64; hilled May 
24, '64, in battle of North Anna River, Pa.  

Crowe, John : age 21, res. Westboro, ~nnetered April 6, '64; dls. July 30, '66, ex. 
of service (erroneously reported aa having died while prlsoner of mar a t  
Andersonville, Ga.) ; dled a t  Boonville, Mo., Aug. 1, 1879. 

Crowley, John W. : age 30, res. HolUston, mustered March 10, '64; dls. July 80, 
'65, in Co. ti; res. since, unknown. 

Culliton, Patrick: age 29, res. Sterling, mustered April 6, '64; die, ex. of ser- 
vice, absent sick, to date from July 80, '66; no later lnformatlon. 

Curtin. Timothy: age 23, res. No. Marlboro, mustered March 10, '64; die. July 
30, '65, ex. of service; prea. address, Monterey, Berkshira County, Mass. 

Dacy, Jeremiah: age 21, res. Tyngsboro, mustered Aprll 12, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65; dla. July 30, '65, ex. of ~erv ice ;  since nnknown. 

Daniels, John G. : age 48, res. Chicopee, mustered March 10, '64; trans. to 
V.R.C. Sept. 30, '64; no record of dls. and no later lnformatlon. 

Denio, Joeeph: age 19, res. Gill, mustered March 10, '64; die. ex. of servlce, 
absent alck, to date July 30, '65 ; no later information. 

Dooley, Thomar: age 19, rea. Mlddlefleld, mustered March 10, '64; dled July 
24, '64, cause of death unknown. 

Dwyer, Michael : age 19, res. Malden, mustered March 10, '64; dls. July 30, '66, 
ex. of service; pres. address, Hill Clty, Penningtou County, So. Dakota. 

Elkins, William G. 2d: age 21, res. Southampton, mustered March 10, '64; dlr. 
ex. of service, absent sick, to  date July 30, '66; no later lnformatlon. 

j amen W. : age 21, res. Gill, mustered Aprll 12, '64 ; trans. from 69th 
une 1, '65; dis. July 30, '65, ex. of servlce; since unknown. 

Elliott, Sumner: age 18, res. Wrentham, mustered April 12, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; dia. ex. of service, absent slck, to date July 30, '66 ; n o  
later information. 

Firher, Andrew C.: age 21, res. Hawley, mustered Aprll 8, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65; dis. July 30, '65, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Firher, Francir M.: age 81, res. Hawley, mustered Aprtl 2, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; die. ex. of servlce, absent sick, to,date July 80, '66; 
no later information. 



Fortin, Joueph : age 19, rea. Hinsdale, mastered Aprll6, '64; killed May 6, '64, 
in battle of Wllderness, Va. 

Foster, James B. : age 89, ree. Palmer, mnstered March 10, '64; dle. July 80, '66, 
ex. of service in Co. E. ; death reported, date unknown. 

French, Albert V. : age 23, ree. Ware, mustered March 10, '64; die. June 2, '66, 
order War Dept. ; reeldence slnce, unknown. 

Gavin, George : age 83, res. Adams, mustered Aug. 1, '64 ; die. July 30, '66, ex. 
of servlce; record and address since, unknown. 

Ooodwin, Cyrus T.: age 34, ree. Newburyport, mustered Aprll 2, '64; trms. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; die. July 80, '65, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Gover, John: age 18, res. Millbury, muetered March 10, '64; dla. Jan. 21, '66, 
for disabilltp ; slnce unknown. 

Hdey, Martin: age 87, ree. Northampton, mustered March 10, '64; died a t  
Beverly, N.J., Oct. 10, '64. 

Hardy, Elmer . : age 20, res. Easthampton, mnstered March 10, '64 ; died May d 7, '64, o wounds received ln battle of Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Hardy, Marshall Q. : age 22, ree. Southampton, mustered March 10, '64; din. to 
date July 8, '64, order War Dept. ; residence since, unknown. 

Hayward, W i i a m  A. : age 36, res. Roxbury, mustered April 2, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; die. July 30, '66, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Horton, Wiaslow T.: age 19, res. Qlouceeter, mustered April 8, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '65; dis. July 30, '66, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Houlihan, John: age 46, rea. Chicopee, mustered March 10, '64; died a t  
Annapolis, Md., March 21, '66; cause of death nnknown. 

Howard, William F.: age 19, res. Ware, mustered March 10, '64; dled Feb. 
28, '65, whlle pris. of war at  Danville, Va. 

Hunt, Ephraim W .  : age 21, res. Marlboro, muetered Aprll 2, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '65, and dis. ex. of servlce, absent wounded, to  date July 
80, '65 ; no later information. 

nunt, Alva A. : age 20, ree. Plttsfleld, mustered April 6, '64; die. May 16, '65, on 
account of disability ; pres. address, Plttsfleld, Mass. 

Jameson, George : age 88, res. West Stockbridge, mastered Aug. 1, '64; killed 
Oct. 8, '64, in front of Petersburg, Va. 

Jenne,, William L. : age 22, rea. Lenox, mustered March 10, '64 ; die. June 9, 
66, order War Dept., as William L. Jennte; pres. addreaerLenox, Mass. 

Jones, Charles : age 41, res. Stockbridge, mustered March 10, '64; killed May 6; 
'64, in battle of Wilderness, Va., in Co. D. 

Kinney, George W. : age 37, res. Uxbridge, mustered March 10, '64; dled Sept. 
29, '64, a t  Beverly, N.J. ; cause of death unknown. 

King, Hugh:  age 83, res. Cambridge, mustered Aprll 2, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66; die. July 30, '66, ex. of servlce; death reported Nov. 10, '98. 



Young, Charler E.. Corp.: age 18, res. Worceeter, mustered Jan. 11, '64; 
kllled in battle of Wllderneee, Pa., May 6, '64. 

Kelly, Michael, Mus. : age' 18, res. Cambridge, mustered March 12, '64; trane. 
from 69th Jnne 1, '66 ; die. July 30, '66, ex. of eervice; record. and resi- 
dence eince, unknown. 

Spencer, David F., Mus. : age 80. res. Worceeter, mnatered Jan. 11, '64; dls. 
Joly 30,"66, ex. of eervlce; resldence eoon after, 12 Washington Sq., 
Worceeter, Maes. 

Ainrworth, Otis D. : age 22, ree. Worceeter, mnetered Jan. 11, '64; die. May 18, 
'66, order War Dept. ; record and reeldence since, unknown. 

Aldridge, George E. : age 28, ree. Hopktnton, mnstered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; dls. July 80, '66, ex. of service; restdence, Upton, 
Mase. 

Anderson, Junea 0. : age 18, ree. Leomlnster, mnskrred Jan. 11, '64; dle. Joly 
30, '66, ex. of eervice ; recent addrese, Boeton, Mass. 

Arnold, Nathan 8.: age 26, res. Button, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. July 1, '84, 
order of Oen. Dlx. 

Atkinson, Charles 0. : aue 24, res. Lynn, muetered March 12, '64; trane. f rom 
59th June 1, '66; die. Aug. 10, '65, order War Dept.; record and resi- 
dence since, nnknown. 

Bailey, R a ~ o n :  age 20, ree. Sherborn, mustered March 12, '64; trans. f rom 
59th June 1, '66; dls. ex. of eemlce to date from July YO, '66, absent 
wounded ; no later lnformatlon. 

Barren, John: age 28, ree. Boaton, mustered March 12, '64; trrne. from 69th 
Jnne 1, '66; dls. ex. of eervlce July 80, '66; latest realdence known, 
Worceeter, Mees. 

Binney, Joseph H. : age 18, ree. Worceeter, mnetered Jan. 11, '64; dla. dug. 
10, '66, order War Dept. ; now practlclng phyelclan a t  P~~ller ton,  Nance 
County, Nebraska. 

Bowen, Iraac : age 33, ree. Worcester, muetered Jan. 11, '84 ; die. July SO, '66, 
ex, of eervlce; record and address since, unknown. 

Bowen, Michael: age 21, res. New Bralntree, muetered Jan. 11, ' 84;  dls. May 
9, '66, order War Dept. ; record and reeldence slnce, unknown. 

Boyd, ohn:  age 21, res. Brookline, mustered March 12, '64; trane. from 59th 
b n e  1, '65 ; die. ex. of service July SO, *66 ; record and reeldance rlncq 
unknown. 

Brown, George A. : age 18, ree. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; dis. bfay 22, 
'66, order War Dept. ; pree. resldence, Balem St., Worcester, MW. 

Brown, John 8. : age 82, ree. Athol, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 1, '64, 
order of Gen. Dlx; prea. residence, Athol, Meee. 

Bulhrd, John L. : age 40, res. Holllston, muetered March 12, '64; trane. from 
59th June 1, '66; mleelng May 12, '64; no later information. 

Burredge, George W. : age 18, ree. Worceeter, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. ex. 
of eervlce July 80, '65 ; record and reeidence since, nnknown. 

Caldwell, William M. : age 28, res. Fitchburg, muetered Jan. 11, '64; kllled in 
battle of Wilderness, May 8, '84. 
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Ckrke, Horace, Jr. : age 86, res. Palmer, mustered Jan. 28, '64; died April 29, 
'64, from sunstroke, while on the march with the regiment In Virginia. 

Coleman, Richard, Jr. : age 28, res. Charlestown, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66; dls. Aug. 10, '66, order War Dept.; residence 
since, unknown. 

Connore, Thomas: age 80, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. July 30, 
'66, ex. of servlce, 8e absent; dled July 16, '67. 

Cummings, Joseph L. : age 88, res. Spencer, mustered Jan 11, '64 ; dls. dug. 8, 
'65, by order War Dept. ; resldeiice slnce, unknown. 

Donne, Amoo L. : age 44, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. June 9, '66, 
order War Dgpt. ; present resldence, 146 Beacon St., Worcester, Mass. 

Donovan, Jeremiah : age 19, res. Stoneham, mustered April 12, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; die. July 80, '66, order War Dept.; resldence since, 
unknown. 

Ellick, Eli A. : age 18, res. Leominster, mustered Jan. 11, '64; killed in battle 
front of Peteraburg, Va., June 17, '64. 

Ememon. George W. : age 38, res. Mlllbury, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dled dug. 
27, '64, a t  Andersonvllle, Qa. (prisoner of war). 

Evans, Joehua: age 30, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 11, '64; din. May 12, '66, 
order War Dept. ; residence slnce, unknown. 

Ewing, Albert 5. : age 86, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; kllled in battle 
of Wilderness, Va., May 6, '64. 

Fitts, Charles A.: age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled hiay 12, 
'64, of wounds received in battle of Spottsylvanla Court House, Va. 

Fitzgerald, John: age 84, res. Dudley, mustered Oct. 81, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '65; dls. Jnly 80, '65, ex. of servlce; resldence since, unknown. 

Fogerty, Edwud J. : age 20, rex. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. July 
50, '66, ex. of servlce; present address, Vlne St., Worcester, Mass. 

Fox, James : age 19, res. Cambrldge, muetered March 4, '64; trans. from 59th 
June 1, '66 ; dls. July 30, '66, ex. of servlce;. residence since, unknown. 

Qateo, Daniel C. : age 45, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dls. July 6, '65, 
order War Dept. ; resldence since, 90 Portland St., Worcester, Mass. 

Qeer, Edwud D. : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dls. Jnly 80, 
'66, ex. of servlce; residence since, unknown. 

, 

Qleason, Charles W. : age 28, res. Lelcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; no date of 
dls. or later infomation. 

Qraves, Stephen W.: age 21, res. Cambridge, mnstered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '66; dls. July 80, '65, ex. of service; resldence slnce, 
unknown. 

Grout, John E. :  age 88, res. Spencer, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; die. July 1, '64, 
order of General Dlx; death reported lo 1875. 

Ouillette, Hyacinths: age 81, res. Chelsea, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65 ; die. to date from July 80, '65, absent wounded ; no 
later infomatlon. 
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Gurney, Thomas E. : age 21, res. Newbaryport, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66; must. out with Company July 30, '65; death 
reported Jan. 17, '92. 

Hair, Charles N. : age 32, res. Worcester, mustered Jan.  11, '64; dis. Ang. 26, 
'64, for promotion ; 1st Lleut. 4th Mass. H.A., Aug. 12, '64 ; hon. must. 
out June 17, '66; dled Oct. 19, '90. 

Handley, John: age 18, Tea. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; killed May 6, 
'64, in battle of Wilderness, Ve. 

Haetings, Barney: age 19, res. Boston, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1. '65; die. July 30, '66, ex. of servlce; slnce unknown. 

Holbrook, Phineas L. : age 27, res. Lelcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dls. ex. of 
servlce July 30, '65, absent wounded; late resldende, Cherry Valley, 
Mass. 

Horton, James B. : age 28, res. Wbrcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dls. July 30, 
'65, ex. of servlce; resideuce slnce, unknown. 

Hoyt, Henry A. F.: age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. ex. of 
servlce July 30, '65, absent wounded; pres. address, Rev. Henry 
A. F. Hoyt, Hospital of the P.E. Church, Phlladelphla, Pa. 

Hutchins, Fred. P. : age 48, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; dls. Aug. 10, 
'65, order War Dept. ; pres. address, Putnam, Coon. 

Johnspn, James T. : age 19, res. Sutton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled June 16, 
64, in Washington, D.C. 

Johnson, Joseph J. : age 18, res. Sutton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died May 12, 
'64, of wounds received in battle of Ypottsylvanla Court House, Va. 

Jordan. Martin L. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; died in 
WaehlngLon, D.C., July 18, '64; cause unknown. 

Kendall, William P.: age 31, res. Woburn, mustered Mwch 12, '64; trane. 
from 59th June 1, '66; dis. July 30, '66, ex. of service; recent address, 
Woburn, Mass. 

Kilpatrick, Joseph : age 21, res. Woburn, mustered March 12, '64 ; trans. from 
59th June 1, '66; dls. to date July 30, '65, absent slck. 

Ladaux, Isaac: age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 30, '66, 
ex. of service ; residence slnce, uukuown. 

Leonard, Charles H.  : age 22, res. Qroton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dled May 6, 
'64, of wounds received in battle of the Wilderuess, V a  

Leonard, Daniel A. : age 19, res. Rutland, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died Sept. 9, 
'64, a t  I)anvllle, Va. (prisoner of war). 

Lincoln, George T. : age 28, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die, t o  date 
July YO, '65, absent wouuded; no later lnformatlon. 

Little, John : age 21, rea. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 30, '65, 
ex. of service; resldeuce slnce, unknown. 

Loomis, Rodney D. : age 31, res. Mlllbury, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. Sept. 13, 
'66, disability; pres, address, Millbury, Maas. 

Lord, Henry T. : age 33, res. Woburn, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
6'3th June 1, '65; dis. July 30, '66, ex. of servlce; veteran of Co. G, 6th 
Mass. (9 months) ; residence slnce dls., unknown. 



ROBTER - E N ~ T R D  YEN. 487 

Lovering, Samuel M. : age 40, rea. Worcester, mustered Jon. 11, '64; kllled in 
battle of Wilderness, May 6, '64. 

Mmville, Patrick H. : age 18, res. Lelcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; kllled May 
24, '64, a t  battle of North Anna River, Va. 

Marshall, Jamer A. : age 26, ree. Worcester, mustered Jan 11, '64 ; die. July 
30, '66, ex. of service; pres. address, North Leominster, Mass. 

Mathem, Eli : age 34, re@. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; die. Jnly 30, '66, 
ex. of service; resldence eince, unknown. 

McConnick, Michael: age 21, res. Caulbridge, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 59th June 1, '66; die. to date from July 30, '66, ex. of servlce, as  
absent wounded. 

Memqrn, Henry : age 80, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; die. June 17, 
65, order War Dept.; record and resldence since, unknown. 

Memtm,  Horace: age 21, res. Worceeter, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. Sept. SO, 
64, on surgeon's certificate of disability; pres. address, No. 61 Stevens 
St., New Haven, Conn. 

Millr, Isaac M. : age 26, ree. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. Aug. 8, '65, 
order War Dept.; address soon after, Southbridge St., Worcester, 
Mass. 

Mourin, Michael: age 21, ree. Cambridge, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '66; die. July 30, '65, ex. of service; residence eince, un- 
known. 

Murry, Andrew: age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; must. out July 
30. '66; absent as prisoner of war slnce July 30, '64; no discharge 
ever given ; no later information from War Dept. ; at  present unknown. 

Nichols, Nathaniel: age 33, res. North Readlng, mustered March 12, '64; trane. 
from h9th June 1, '65; die. July 80, '66, ex. of servlce, absent sick; no 
later information. 

Paine, John A. : ape 38, res. Sutton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died Sept. 16, ' 6 ,  
while prisoner of war, a t  Andersonville, Ga. 

Parker, Marshall : age 27, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; die. Feb. 21, 
'66, order War Dept. ; residence eince, unknown. 

Pickenr, John : age 38, res. Stoneham, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '66; dis. ex. of service July 50, '66; eince unknown. 

Pierce. John, Jr. : ape 28, res Hopkinton, mustered March 12, '64 ; trans, from 
59th June 1, '65; die. July 30, '65, ex. of service; resldence slnce, un- 
known. 

Puffer, Jonathan: age 39, res. Holllston, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. June 17, 
'66, order War Ilept. ; Vet. Co. K, 43d Mass. ; reeldeuce siuce discharge, 
unknown. 

Raymond, James H .  : age 45, res. Worcester, muntered Jau. 11, '64; die. Ang. 
10, ' 65 ,  order War Dept. ; deatli reported May 23, '19. 

Reed, Thomas R. : age 33, res. Springfield, mustered Jan. 26, '64; dls. July 30, 
'66, ex, of servlce; residence since, unknown. 

Ricker, Albert M. : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; die. Jnly 30, 
'65, ex. of service; pres. residence, Boston Highlands, Boston, Mass. 



Richardson, Lewis :*age 18, res. Leomlnster, mustered Jan. 11, '64; killed May 
6, '64, in battle of Wilderness, Va. 

Rice, William H. : age 84, res. Oxford, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. May 26, '65, 
order War Dept. ; pres. address, Worcester, Mass. 

Richards, William E. : age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64 ; died in 
Worcester, Mass., March 16, '66. 

Robinson, George A. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. July 
5, '65, order War Dept. ; recent address, Meriden, Conn. 

Rollins, Stephen H. : age 18, res. Spencer, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. Sept. 18, 
'64, on surgeon's certitlcrte of disability ; residence since, unknown. 

Ryan, John: age 18, ree. Worcester, mnstered Jan 11, '64; dis. June 29, '65, 
order War Dept. ; death reported March 18, '67. 

Savage, Henry G. : age 18, res. Worcester, mustered Jau. 11, '64; trans. to  Co. 
I, 2d V .R.C., Feb. 14, '66 ; die. order War Dept., Jnly 22, '65 ; pres. res- 
idence, 127 Indiana St., Chicago, Ill. 

Sharp, Charles: age 26, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; trans. to  Seth, 
Co. C. 2d Battalion, V.R.C., March 4, '65 ; din. Aug. 11, '66, order War 
Dept ; residence slnce, uuknown. 

Shamboo, Christopher, age 18, res. Girafton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. ex. of 
service, July 30, '66, absent wounded; ao later information. 

Shamboo, Edward: age 21, res. Graftou, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. July 30, 
'65, ex. of service; pres. address, Wllklnsonville, Mass. 

Sheern, Dennie: age 18, rea:Mlllbury, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. May 16, '66, 
order War Dept. ; death reported in 1891. 

Short, Frank: ape 24, res. Worcester. muatcred Jan. 11, '64; dls. July 30, '66, 
ex. of service, absent slck; no later Information. 

Skinner, James M. : age 34, res. Dorchester, mnstered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; die. July 22. '65, order War Dept. ; since unknown 

Smith. Eugene: age 18, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; killed May 6, 
'64, 1n battle of the Wilderness, Va. 

Sprague, Amos: age 24, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. Jnly 30, 
'66, ex. of service; veteran of Co. D, 15th Mess., from Jnly 12, '61, to 
Aprll 15, '62; death reported Jan. 20, '90. 

Stetson, James M . :  age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died of 
wounds received in battle, May 31, '(34. 

Stockwell, Warren H. : age 18, res. Millbury, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. July 
30, '66, ex. of service; res. since, unknown. 

Streeter, Hiram : age 88, res. T.eicester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; kllled June 17, 
'64, in battle before Petereburg, Va. . 

Sullivan, Michael: age 81, res. Wayland, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65 ; dis. June 21, '66, dlsabllity ; since unknown. 

Taft, Edward P.: age 19, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dls. May 
24, '66, order of War Dept. ; pres. address, l i  Austin St., Worcester, Mass. 

Temple, Andrew A. : age 19, res. Hopkinton, mustervd March 18, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; dis. ex. of eervlce, Jnly 30, '66 ; aince unknown. 
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Timon,, Charles: age 81, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; die. July 80, 
66, ex. of service ; death reported in '86. 

Tourtelott, Thomas J. : age 26, res. Millbury, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; die. 
disability Aug. 8, '66; pres. address, Millbury, Mass. 

Wakemm, George M. : age 81, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. July 
80, '66, ex. of service, absent wounded ; no later information. 

Wdton. Edward A.: age 88, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; died Aug. 
10, '64, while a prisoner of war a t  Andersonville, Ga. 

Watkins, Henry A,:  age 26, res. Hopkinton, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; dls. July 80, '66, ex. of servlce; since unknown. 

Webb, Joseph C. : age 82, res. Gratton, mustered Jan. 11, '64; died Aog. 18, 
'64, in Philadelphia, Pa., cause unknown. 

Wellman, Charles W . :  aRe 87, res. Woburn, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 6Vth June 1, '66; dis. July 80, '66, ex. of servlce; recent address, 
Montville, Mass. 

Wellman, George H. :  age 19, rea. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; dis. as  
corporal to date from July 80, '66, ex. of service, absent wounded; 
no later lnformatlon. 

Wellman, John F. : age 18, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; dla. June 16, 
'66, disablllty; death reported in '76. 

Welch, Thomas: age 82, res. Cambrldge, mustered March 12, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; die. to date from July 80, '66, ex. of service, absent 
prisoner ; no later information. 

Whittier, William T. : age 18, res. Hsverhill, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; dis. July 80, '66, ex. of service; recent address, 
Haverhill, Mass. 

Wilson, Charles B.: age 82, res. Stoneham, mustered March 12, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66; dL.  July 80, '66, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Williams, John 8. : age 23, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. to date 
from July 30, '66, ex. of swvlce, absent sick; no later information. 

Woodcock, Isaac A : age 21, res. Worcester, mustered Jan. 11, '64; dis. June 
2, '66, order War Dept. ; pres. address, No. 20 Clarkson St., Worcester, 
Mass. 

Wood, George H.:  age 24, res. Worcester, mnstered Jan. 11, '64; dis. June 9, 
'66, disablllty ; recent address, Cambridge St., Worcester, Mass. 

COMPANY I. 

Ahfir land,  Edwin D., 1st Sergt.: age 31, res. Worcester, mustered March 10, 
'64; trans. Feb. 17, '66, on account of woonds, to V.R.C.; dls. order 
War Dept. June 19, '66; pres. residence, 117 Thomas St., Worcester, Mass. 

Tyler, Titus, 1st Sergt.: age 27, res. Sprlngtleld, mustered March 10, '64; dls. 
July 30, '66, ex. of service; pres. address unknown. 

Breed, William J , Sergt. : age 18, res. Lynn, mustered April 2, '64 ; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66; dis. July 80, '66, ex. of service; recent address, 
Northampton, Mass. 
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Ennis, William : age 27, res. Boston, mustered April 21, '64; trans. from 59th 
June 1, '66; dls ex. of service, absent sick, to date July 30, '65; 
no later Information. 

Exley, Edward W .  : age 18, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64 ; die. July 
80, '65, ex. of service; since nnknown. 

Fairfield, John H.  : age 40, res. Windsor, mustered Feb. 29, '64; dis. July 30, 
'65, ex. of service ; since unknown. 

Foley, Michael: age 25, res. Boston, mustered Aprll 21, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66; dis. July 30, '65, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Gallagher, Thomas: age 18, res. Boston, mustered April 81, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '65; dis. ex. of servlce, absent sick, to date July 30, 
'65 ; no later information. 

~ i i d e a ,  Charles M. : age 18, res. Newton, mustered April 6, '64; dls. July 30, 
'66, ex. of service ; since unknown. 

Gill, Henry L. : age 26, res. Holyoke, mustered April 6, '64; trans. to Co. I, 2d 
V.R.C. ; dls. Jnly 22, '65, order of War Dept. ; record and address slnce, 
unknown. 

Gouch, Edwin J. : age 44, res. Plttsfleld, mustered Sept. 1, '64; dis. dug. 8, '65, 
order War Dept. ; cause unknown ; no later information. 

Ctouldkg, Henry C.: age 84, res. Pu'orthborough, mustered Aprll 6, '61; dis. 
July 30, '65, ex. of servlce, as absent on detached service; pres. address, 
No. 2020 State St. Chicago, 111. 

Gregory, Henry A. : age 34, res. Chicopee, mustered April 6, '64; dig. Nov. 27, 
'64, disability; slnce unknown. 

Gregre, Phillip: age 25, res. Marlborough, mustered April 21, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '65 ; dls. July 90, '66, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Hart, David A. : age 19, res. Adams, mustered April 6, '64; dled July 14, '66, at  
Philadelphia ; cause unknown. 

Harrington, Francis M. : age 20, res. Boylston, mustered April 6, '64; dls. July 
20, '65, order War Dept. ; pres. address, Northborough, Mass. (Veteran 
63d Mass.) 

Harris, John J.: age 19, res. Charleetown, mustered April 21, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '65; dls. July 30, '65, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Hayward, Wesley F. : age 19, res. Chlcopee, mustered April 6, '64 ; dls. Jnly 
30, '66, ex. of service ; since unknown. 

Heath, Gilford P.  : age 21, res. Northborough, mustered April 6, '64; die. Jnly 
30, '65, ex. of service; pres. address, Northborough, Mass. (Veteran 
51st &lass.) 

Hayward, Elijah B. : age 42, res. Chicopee, mustered April 6, '64 : dle. May 18, 
'65, order War Dept. ; slnco unknown. 

Holyoke, Eugene J. : age 22, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '61; dis. May 
27, '65, disablllty ; death reported, date nnknown. 

Holyoke, Samuel H.  : aye 39, res. Marlborough, mustered March 81, '64 ; die. 
July 30, '66, ex. of eervlce; death slnce reported, date nnknown. 

Hopkins, Sterling A.: age 36, res. Boston, mustered April 6, '64; mortally 
wounded and died upon Wilderness battlefield May 6, '64. 

Howe, Albert W . :  age 19. res. Marlborough, mustered Aprll 6, 64; mortally 
wounded and died upon battlefield a t  the Mine Explosion, or " Crater," 
July 30, '61. 
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Howe, Sanborn 0. : age 18, rea. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64; dis. ex. 
of service, absent wounded, to date July 80, '66; no later information; 
pres. address, Hudson, Mass. 

Hurley, Michael: age 19, res. Fitchburg, mustered Jan. 14, '66; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; die. July 80, '66, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Hyzer, Henry J. : age 18, res. Brookline, mustered April 21, '64; trana. from 
69th June 1, '66 ; dis. July 80, '66, ex. of servlce; since unknown. 

Kimbd,  Oliver S. : age 30, res. Adams, mustered Aprll6, '64 ; died Jnne 25, '64, 
in Co. D ; cause and place not known. 

Laberman, Charles : age 19, rea. Hinsdale, mustered March 31, '64 ; die. ex. of 
aervice, absent sick, to  date July 80, '65 ; no later information. 

Laclere, Zotique : aee 19, res. Stoneham, mustered April 21, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; dl8. disability, June 7, '65, order War Dept.; cause 
unknown ; no later information. 

k m b e r t ,  Charles : age 21, res. North Readlng, mnatered April 21, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66 ; dl#. July 80, '66, ex. of service ; slnce unknown. 

Lee, Smith J.: age 20, res. Grafton, mustered April 8, '64; die. Sept. 16, '65, 
order War Dept. ; pres. address, Marlborough, Mass. 

Lewir, Charles A. : age 18, rea. Roxbury, mustered Aprll 6, '64 ; die. Feb. 17, 
'66, disability ; since nnknown. 

Loud, Charlea Q. : age 21, rea. Westborough, mnatered March 88, '64 ; dis. Jnly 
80, '66, ex. of aervice; pres. address, Northborough, Mass. 

Lovely, Frank : age 19, res. Marlborough, mustered April 21, '64 ; trans. from 
69th Jnne 1, '66 ; die. July 30, '66, ex. of service; slnce unknown. 

Lynch, Hugh F. : age 18, res. Stoneham, mnstered April 21, '64 ; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66 ; dis. Jnly 80, '66, ex. of aervice; since unknown. 

Mahan, D.ll.8 P. : age 19, .re% Marlborough, mnstered April 6, '64 ; die. July 
80, '66, ex. of service; pres. address, 99 Grafton St., Worcester, Mass. 

Mahan, Roger: age 21, rea. West Roxbary, mastered April 21, '64; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66 ; dia. July 80, '66, ex. of aervice; since unknown. 

Marah. Jeremiah W. : age 82, res. Westborough, mustered April 6, '64 ; died 
May 6, '64, on battlefleld of Wilderness, Va., of wounds received in battle. 

Maron. Alonzo R. : age 40, res. Sprlngfleld, mustered April 6, '64; die. July 
30, '66, ex. of service; since nnknown. 

Maynard. I r u c  Q.: age 42, res. Marlborough, mustered In April 6, '64; die. 
March 18, '66, diaabillty ; died Aug. 8, '98. 

McCarthy, Callaghan : age 26, res. Marlborough, mustered April 21, '64; trans. 
from 69th June 1, '66; die. July 80, '65, ex. of servlce; since unknown. 

McOrker. Owen : age 40, res. Lowell, mustered April 21, '64; trana. from 69th 
June 1, '66; dls. July 30, '66, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Merriam, Francis J. : age 26, res. Chelsea, mustered April 81, '64; trana. from 
59th Jnne 1, '66 ; dis. Jnly 7, '66, disability ; since unknown. 

Memtt, John: age 21, res. Wobnm, mustered April 21, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66; dls. July 80, '65, ex. of servlce; since unknown. 

Miller, Andrew J. : age 22, res. Boston, mnstered April 6, '64 ; dis. Bug. 10, '66, 
order War Dept. ; since unknown. 



Miller, John A., Jr. : age 18, res. Boston, mustered April 6, '64; die. July 30, 
'66, ex. of serrice; since unknown. 

Mitchell, Charlea: age 21, res. Springfleld, mostered Aprll 6, '64; dis. ex. of 
servlce, absent sick, to  date July 30, '65; no later information. 

Mitchell, John F. : age 18, res. Grafton, mustered April 6, '64; trana. to Co. E, 
24th V.H.C. ; dis. July 24, '65, order War Dept.; pree. address, Qrafton, 
Mass. 

Morse, Charlea S. : age 35, res. Boston, mustered March 21, '64; died Nor. 30, 
'64 ; cause and place of death unknown. 

Nolan, Maurice H. : age 27, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64; dia. June 
12, '66, order War Dept. ; recent address, San Diego, Callfornia. 

Ordway, William D. : age 21, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '66; die. 
May 22, '66, order War Dept. ; pres. address, Hudson, Mass. 

Page, Robert A. : age 28, res. Boston, mustered April 6, '64; dis. Aug. 10, '65, 
order War Dept. ; cause unknown ; no later information. 

Pamons, George C. : age 89, res. Worcester, mustered Sept. 1, '64; dis. June 
16, '66, in Co. D, order War Dept. ; cause unknown ; nolater information. 

Perry, Henry H.  : age 19, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64; died April 9, 
'66, of wounds received in battle. 

Phelps, Stephen H. : age 19, res. JIarlborough, mnstered April 6, '64; died Aug. 
26, '64, while prisoner of war a t  Andersonvilie, Ga. (Starvation and 
exposure.) 

Pike, William : age 39, res. Gill, mustered Aprll 6, '64; die. July 30, '66, ex. of 
service (veteran 4th Vermont) ; residence since dia., unknown. 

Pond, Erastus W .  : age 22, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64; dis. Jnly 
30, '66, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Prentiw, William, Jr. : age 20, res. Holyoke, mustered March 24, '64 ; died June 
June 18, '64, of wounds received in battle. 

Pindee, John: age 21, res. South Hadley, mustered April 21, '64; trans. from 
59th June 1, '65 ; dis. ex. of service, absent wounded, to  date July SO, '65; 
no later information. 

Rand, Ebenezer: age 42, res. Stow, mustered Aug. 20, '64; trana. from 69th 
June 1, '65 ; dis. July 30, '66, ex. of service ; since unknown. 

Rawon,  Lester W .  : age 28, res. Great Barrington, mustered April 6, '64 ; kllled 
June 17, '64, in battle before Petersburg, Va. 

Rice, Edwin C. : age 18, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64 ; killed June 
22, '64, during siege of Petersburg, Va. 

Richards, ohn H.  : age 20, re@. Richmond, mustered April 6, '64; reported se 
44 m ! ssing in action May G, '64, in Co. I," probably killed or  taken 
prlsoner in battle of Wilderuess ; no later in formation. 

Richardson, Gustavus : age 18, res. Northborough, mustered April 6, '64; died 
July 26, '64, a t  Philadelphia, Pa. ; cause unknown. 

Rice, Lucien B. : age 20, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64; die. July SO, 
'(is, ex. of service; pres. address, Pittsfleld, Mass. 

Ripley, Willard: ape 31, res. Southbridge, mustered April 6, '64; obtained 
bounty and deserted April 17, '64 ; no other information. 



ROSTEB - E N L L B ~  MEN. 505 

Rogets, John B. : age 80, res. Newton, mustered April 6, '64; died July 86, '64, 
of wounds received in battle. 

Sargent, Henry : age 28, res. Northborough, mustered April 6, '64 ; dis. June 
81, '65, order of War Dept. ; pres. address, Northborough, Mass. 

Schneider, Edward M. : age 18, res. Boston, mustered April 6, '64; died June 
19, '64, of wounds received in battle. 

Sinclair, Henry C. : age 80, res. Shelburne, mustered April 6, '64; deserted 
April 19, '64; bounty jumper; no other record known. 

Smith, Herbert 0. : age 86, Westborough, mustered Aprll 6, '64; died May 24, 
'65, effecte of wounds received ln battle. 

Smith, John : age 20, res. Windsor, mustered Aprll 6, '64; dls. (from Co. G) 
July 80, 'G5, ex. of service; since unknown. 

Smith, Vernon : age 25, res. Boston, mustered April 11, '64; died March 9, '66, 
while prisoner of war a t  Andersonville, Ga. 

Spear, Benjamin A. : age 25, res. Boston, mustered April 6, '64; dls. June 9, 
'66, order War Dept. ; cause unknown ; no later information. 

Stevens, Ira W .  : age 19, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64 ; din. June 6, 
'66, order War Dept. ; cause unknown; no later information. 

Stickney, Ldayette : age 19, res. Marlboroogh, mustered April 6, '64; die. June 
22, '65, order War Dept. ; pres. address, Marlborongh, Mess. 

Stowe, George H. : age 19, res. Marlborongh, mustered April 6, '64; killed May 
18, '61, in battle near Spottsylvanla Court Houee, Va. 

Strong, Franklin F. : age 18, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64; dis. July 
80, '65, ex. of service; pres. address, Marlborough, Mass. 

Thaley, Dominick: age 33, res. Roxbury, mustered April 21, '64, trans. from 
59th June 1, '66 ; die. July 80, '66, ex. of servlce ; since unknown. 

Thomas, John : age 32, rea. ~ a w i e n c e ,  mustered April 21, '64; trans. from 69th 
June 1, '66, as L'  absent, prisoner of war, since May 24, '64," never joined 
57th, but must. out and dropped from the rolls with the dual muster out 
of the regiment July 80, '66, ex. of service; no later information. 

Tulley, James : age 24, res. Georgetown, mustered April 21, '64 ; trans. from 
59th June 1, '66; dis. July 30, '65, cx. of service; since unknown. 

Wdcott, Thomas W .  : age 23, res. Marlborough, mustered April 6, '64 ; die. 
July 30, '66, ex. of servlce; pres. address, Marlborough, Mass. 

Wells, William : age 22, res. Boston, mustered April 81, '64 ; trans. from 59th 
June 1, '65; die. ex. of service, absent prisoner, to date July 30, '65; 
uo later information. 

West, Milo: age 21, res. Wlndsor, mustered April 6, '64; died Aug. 4, '64, of 
wonnds received in battle. 

Wheeler, Albert C. : age 21, res. Windsor, mustered April 6, 'G4; die. April 14, 
'65, order War Dept. ; cause nnknown ; no later information. 

Whipple, William H. : age 18, res. Boylston, mastered April 6, '64; die. May 
29, '66, order War Dept., on account of Injuries received while serving 
with hls reglmeut in the trenches front of Petersburg, Va., July 20, 
'64; pree. address, 87 Thurston St., Somerville, Mass. 

Williams, Daniel : age 20, res. Adams, mustered April 0, '64 ; deserted April 
17, '64 ; bounty jumper ; lateet record. 
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Woodruff, John: age 26, res. Southampton, mustered April 6, '64; die. June 
27, '65, disability from wounds received in battle, loss of left leg, pres. 
address unknown. 

Wyman, George D. : age 18, res. Woburn, mnstered April 21, '64 ; trans. from 
69th June 1, '66; dis. July 80, '66, ex. of service; recent address, Wobnm, 
Mass. 

UNASSIGNED RECRUITS. 

Berry, Charles R. : age 43, res. Tyngsborough, mustered April 21, '66; trans. 
from 59th, absent sick, June 1, '65, date of dis. unknown; no later 
information; probably never joined the 5ith. 

Clark, Benjamin F. : age 27, res. Orange, mustered April 21, '64; deserted May 
1, '64; bounty jumper; no other information (name probably assumed) ; 
never joined the 67th. 

Crosby, John : age 32; res. Marlborough, mustered April 2, '64; trans. from 
59th, absent paroled prisoner, June 1, '66; no later information; no 
record of having joined the 67th. 

Kittridge, John F. : age 19, res. Beverly, mustered Dec. 6, '63; trans. from 
69th June I,  '65 ; without remark, no later information; probably never 
joined the 67th. 

Leonard, Frank H. : age 22, res. Wellfleet, mustered Jan. 14, '64; trans. from 
69th Jane 1, '66 ; without remark, no later information ; probably never 
joined the 67th. 

McDermott, William: age 81, res. Cambridge, mustered April 21, '64; tmne. 
from 69th June 1, '66, but never joined 67th; appointed 2d Lieut. in 64th 
Mass. April 4, 'G6; promoted 1st Lieut. July 17, '66; must. out Aug. 20, 
'65 ; record and address since, unknown. 

Sears, Barnabas: age 43, res. Adams, mnstered Aug. 1, '64; die. as rejected 
recruit. Bug. 20, '64; no other information; never joined the 67th. 

Our thanks are hereby extended to E. B. Stillings for the unselfish inter- 
est he has shown In the publicatlon of this work, and for  his patient, untiring 
labor. 
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356, et oeq. 
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126. 
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reeolutlons on death of, 362, et seq. ; 
eulogy and funeral of, 390, et eeq. 

Barton, Judge Ira M., 890. 
Bemia, Amasa B., death of, 365. 
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Brown, dbsirus, letter of, 92. 
Brown, J. Stewart, l e tb r  of, 92. 
Bukardy, George, Pvt. Co. C, 68. 
Bullard, Charles. 376. 
Bullard, Frank W., 871. 
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Fitchburg, 358. 26, 33, 35, 36, 60, 76, 78, 81, 82, 96, 
Flags, return of, 344. 119, 120, 127, 128, 133, 136, 166, 172. 
Foster, Walter R., resolutions on Hare, k a n k ,  377. 
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Fry, Gen. J. B., report of, 837, 888; 
tabular statement of losses, 839. 
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Heath, Asst. Surg., 866, poem by, 367; 
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Kinney, Pvt. George W., Co. I, 230. 
Kirbv. Jacob. 409. 
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Ledlie, Gen. J. H., 129, 137, 162, 174, 
197, 198, 200, 202, 203, 204, 209, 211, 
212, 213, 214, 216, 217, 220, 221; 
report of ,  222, 223 ; 224, 230, 274. 
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~ o n g s t r e e t ,  Gen. James, 26, 36, 74, 76, 
113, 114, 282, 247, 254, 263. 
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of Maj. Doherty's death, 269; 293, 
295. 
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Parks, Sergt. George H. ,  191, 192. 
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360. 
Peabody, Wllliam T., Co. F, death of ,  
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109 ; charge a t  Qettysburg, 388. 
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320. 823. 

Potter, Brig.-Gen. comdg. 2d Dfv. 9th 
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Cook, 399. 
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of ,  364. 
Raymond, Maj. E. T , 377. 
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391, 392 ; Post No. 113, 898. 
Resolutions Confederate Congress, 
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Richardson, Maj. Charles T., 29th 

Mas*., 266, 269, 290. 
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Sal i~bury,  Hon. Steplren, 36i. 
Sanderson, Capt. John FV., 4: death 

of,  367 ; eulogy, 393, 394. 
Schaffer, George. 409. 
Schneider, Rev. Benjamtn, 145. 
Schneider. Pvt. Edward M., 145, 146, - .- 

14'1. 
Scott, Jesse S., 402. 
Seddon, Hon. J. A., 97. 
Sedgmick. Gen., 26, 76, 76. 
Shaler, Pvt., 38. 
Shaw, Pvt.  George W., 210. 



Sheridan, Qen., 29, 114, 138, 166, 166, 
172, 300, 304. 

Sherwin, Waldo. 90. 
Shorkley, Capt., 271. 
Shumway, D., 404. 
Sigfried, Col., 180. 
Siegel, Gen., 91. 
Smith, Gen., 112, 119, 120, 127, 133. 
Smith, Lieut. Green, 207, 209. 
Snow, Capt., 235. 
Souther, 1st Sergt., Co. B, 63,54, 200. 
Southey, Pvt., 38. 
Spottsylrania Court House, battle of, 

71-94. 
Sprague, Gen. A. B. R., 377. 
Spy, Worcester, 66, 57, 108. 
Squares, P d .  Truman, 89. 
St. Antoine, Pvt. 38. 
Stedman, Fort, Battle of, 281-298. 
Stevens, Charles E., poem, 54. 
Stevenson. Gen.. commandine 1st 

Brig., 1st ~ i v . , ' 9 t h  A.C., 35, SG, 79, 
82, 110, 200. 

Stragglers, 405419. 
Streeter, Pvt., 88. 
Stuart, confed. Gen., 76. 
Sturgis, Lieut. Thomas, 67, 269, 290. 
Sumuer, E. V., Corps, W.R.C., 878. 
Swords, Capt. (Brt.-Major), 287, 290, 

RliK 
~ a i l i r ,  Col., 109. 
Teapue, John, reeolutions, death of, 

365. 
Tennyson, Charge of the Light Brig- 

ade, 338. 
Terry, Confed. Gen., 283. 
Thomas, Col., 180. 
Thompson, W. I)., 377. 
Tidball, Col., 225, 267, 272, 285, 372. 
Timon, Charles, reeolutions, death of, 

371. 
~ G e r a ,  Pvt , 38. 
Tribune, The National of Washinnton, - .  

prison statistics, 349, 360, 351. 
Tripp, Capt., 29th Mass., 206. 
Trussell, Augustus J., death of, 866. 
Tucker, Lieut.-Col. J. M., 67,107, 110, 

111, 138. 146, 149, 163, 233, 258, 266, 
276 ; report of, 294 ; 299, 329 ; reso- 
lutions, death of, 366; eulogy of. 
381, 382. 

Tufts, Col., hfass. State Agent, 193. 
Turner, blaj. nick (Confed.), 279,280. 
IJpton, Gen., i R ,  80. 
Union dead at Columbia, S.C., 360, 

361. 

Venable, Col. (Confed.), 109. 
Valley Gleaner, of Lee, quoted, 396, 

397. 
Vocell, James, 409. 
Wade, U.S. Senator, 202. 
Wadeworth, Gen., 86, 40, 41. 
Walker, Lt.-Col., 62d Va., 118. 
Walker, Rev. E. A,, 14. 
W a l t e r ~ ,  Sergt. Jack, 208. 
Walton, Edward A., 108. 
Walton, Gilderoy and Dolly, 108. 
Ward, Capt. H. C., 37, 38, 93; account 

of Fort Stedman, 277, 280; letters 
of, 281, 282. 

Warren, Adjt., 204. 
Warren, Gen. G. K., 26, 36, 75, 78, 80, 

81, YO, 96, 109, 119, 126, 127, 129, 
136, 171, 178, 235, 248. 

Wayland, Francis, 20. 
Welseger, Gen. (Confed.), 187. 
Weltzel, Gen., 822. 
Welch, James, resolutions, death of, 

369, 
Weld, Col., 66th Mass., 206. 
Weldon Railroad, Battle of, 228-237 ; 

caaualtiee of, 231. 
Wellman, Frank, 360. 
Wellman, George, 864. 
Westwood, 146, 147. 
Whipple, W. H., 878, 379, 380. 
White, Gen., commanding Brig, and 

Div., 9th A.O., 171, 229, 283, 234, 
236. 

White, George, 410. 
White, Surg. W. V., 59, 73, 146; let- 

ter of, 234; 820, 867, 376,878; letter 
on organization, 408. et aeq. 

Whittier. John Greenleaf, poem by, 
389. 390. 

wilcox, Gen., commanding 3d Div., 
9th A C., 35, 82, 117, 141, 174, 180, 
197, 198, 217, 231,.283, 238, 247, 262, 
2R4. 286 ; reDort of Fort Stedman, 
287, 288, 289 ; 302, 306, 309, 311; 
824, 329, 332. 

Wilderness, Battle of, 23-69. 
Willard, Prt.  George W., 38, 231. 
Williams, Wesley R., 277, 293, 295. 
Willia, Col., 12th Georgia, 113. 
Wilson, Gen. J .  H., 12.5, 126, 172. 
Wilson, Pvt., 38. 
Winder, Gen. (Confed.), 362. 
Wisconsin, 2d Re@. of loss, 333. 
Wise. Gen. (Confed.), 133. 
Woodbury, Augustus, Histortan 9th 

A.C., 170; quoted, 233. 



512 FIYI'Y-8EVEXTH REGIMENT MASS. VOLUNTEERB. 

Woodcock, Ieaac A.,  resolutions, death Wrlght, Gen. (Confecl.), 187. 
of, 371. Wurtz, Capt. (Coufed. a t  Anderson- 

wool, Camp Johu E., 4, 14, l6,49,409. ville), 346. 
Worthy, Corp. William, 242. Young, Charles E., 366. 
Wounded, Wllderness, 63, 64. Youngman, John C., A.A.-G., 9th A.C., 
Wright, Gen. (6th A.C.), 77, 80, 81, 306. 

119, 120, 127. 

, 8  1 ? 

E R R A T A .  

Line 13, page 143 : T h e  paragraph should read a s  follows : 
6 L  The  number of killed alone, including otl?cers, was eighty-four, 
being nearly ten per cent. Of the one hundred a n d  eighty i t  
took into the battle of Petereburg, J u n e  17th, one officer, Lieut. 
Edwin I. Coe, and ten enlisted men were killed." 

Page  16% : McLaughlin should be spelled McLaughlen. 

Page  200 : Southey should be Souther. 




