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) Fortress Moxroz, Va., Aug. 20.
LAST BURNING OF HAMFTON. .

‘We have had another fire at Hampton. Poor, de-
scrted village! It was sufficiently desolate before, |
but now almost the last remainiog dwelling is ruth-
lessly destroyed by the demented seceasionists.

 They thiok by these treacherous burnings of their
own buildings to prevent the Union forces from oc-
cupyiog Hampton for strategic purp But they
are enhrely mistaken. e ¢80 possess the site of
the town sgain wheoever we please, and the ruins
tbat semain are the very things that are wanted for
putting up Winter barracks for our troops. By a
small amount of well-directed labor we can in s
few days put up substantia]l querters for twenty
thoussnd men in Hampton, Such is the delusion
of treason! .

As 2 small party of us watched the fire from the
balcony of the U. S. General Hospital a¢ Fertress
Monroe, it presented a mournful appearance. Tho
handsome frecs standing by the dwellings were
wrapped in the flames that consumed the houses
some of them had shaded for perbaps & cestury,
Ex-President Tyler’s Summer mansion threw its
dark sbadow in the foregound, while here and
there the smaller homesteads of the quiet viliages
melted and sank away in the fire. What vandalism!

One old gentleman and lady who are with us in
the hospital, were only saved from a8 sudden and
aw{ul death by the kind and cnergetic efforts of
Dr. Swith, an assistant surgeon of the United
S1ates army, stationed here. Another aged Vir-
ginian. who had been for some time quite sick in
bis house, was 80 terrified by the scene that he
wzs paralyzed on alt the right eide of his body, and
rendered utterly speechless. Ho is Iying in a room
near to my own, 8 mere wreck of a man, scarcely
able to move, and still unable to utter suything
but piteous mosns. He can still hear pretty well;
sod when I call on him, and the fire is alluded to,
be will lift bis wrinkled left hand from the bed to
s short distance, draw in his breath as if he were
ipbaling Bame, throw back his old head on the
pillow, roll Lis dim eyes upward, lift his upper jaw
s far as his paralysis will permit, and lie there
weeping like a child.

Two faitkful negro sorvonts attend bim, for his
wife is dead. They both exhibit an attachment to
their affiicted master that is touching to witness.
They explain to me his signs and motions, When
be lifts bis left hand a little way up, * that mesns,”
says one of the atsendants, ‘ that he has two small
grandchildren away in Jackson, Florida.” When
belifts the scme hand a few ioches higher, “ he
means,” contioues the nurse, * that the people who
fired his house, and drove himn outin the street,
were the very persons he had brought up from child-
bood. That's what makes him feel so bad.” The
014 master hears every word the faithful servam
sase, nnd the tears rain down anes over bis furrow-
cd face, The servant wipes the t2ars gently away,
and softly adds,  Don't ¢ry, master—don't ery; it's
all cver pow, and we can't help it.” Then turning

' to me, he continues in an undertone, I have serve
i ing forty vears, and [#Aax't {eaze him

Wkat retional man cea doubt, with such facts as
these before him, that the secessionists of Virginia
~are the very worst enemies of the state? Who
dees wot see, if’ be will pause and refiect a moment,
that the colored men and women of the South who
are treated as human beings should be, will remain
as free laborers with their old employers, if thoy
were Tadually prepared for emancipation?
THE DISCONTENTED SOLDIERS,
It is cheericg to every patriot beart to read the
 judicious sod kind comments of the Union press
with regerd to the late difficulsies among some of
our troops. The res) truth i3 there are maoy in-
stapces in which our volunteer soldiers are far
“rmere sicned against thap sinning.”

There are three great points in this question
which should be constantly borne in mind by all
concerned :—

1. Complete sutordizstion on the part of our
roc; :

4 accountability on the part of our officers,
¢33 snd faitbfulaess ou the partof the

TLe:e three pointsell guarded, and our army
will eventually be the first 1n the world. We pave
such material 25 Do other nation on earth ever pos.
sosied. Lot aoy intelligent snd fair minded men
ceretully observe the countenasees and bearing of
the soldiera av Fortress Mooroe, who have been
ed ¢ the Fip Raps, on secount of therr insud-
ordipation, srising from their misunderstandiog the
terms of their enlistment, end because their pay
and clothing were unpecessarily delsyed—snd he
will at once admit in Wiz heart, if be does not utter
with his lips, the conviction that sll thess volua-
teers want i good trestment, justice, lawful and
honorable desling, Give them these—let sll hon-
rters of the Union combine their ener-
gies 1o frown down and banish from all our army
aud nary arrang all Iring, ¢k g, swind-
ur troops and seamen be fairly deslt by,
pects, and we shall assuredly win & £nal
we shall deserve it.

TLY 3TATES GENERAL HOSPITAL.

Dr. Curler, the wedical director for this depart.
weut of the army, has this week taken fult poss
#ioz ¢f the genersl Lospital et Fortress Monroe.—
b, McKay and
h s acting very efficiently as
: voting himself 1o his responsible
with sn energy, «kill and tact worthy of his
hoterable professi Dr. Cuyler is determined to0
carry ali the wedical institutions under bisimmedi-
ate ccntrol to the highest siandard of excellence.
He bas served with distinetion in the ormy for sev-
eral vears, haviog been with Gens. Taylor sed
Weol ic Florida and Mexico. Dr. McKay is now
Lt for a short time, on a short furlongh, for the i
provement of bis health,
Le chaplain of hospital, Ker. C. W. Deni. |
200, 1¢sides inthe building. ile has one of the best
eppertunities for extensive usefulaess ever enjoyed
by suy faithfu! minister. A blessingis ssked a8
euch of the meals—the breakfast being at aboat |
se vy the morging. the dicner at one, the tea at |
six—s&cd visits are paid regularly through all the |
wzrds. Furneral services, accompanied by troops
ard ic, are beld on the occasion of every death.
Prayer meetings take place at stated perivds. On
tbe Subbath there are services in thelarge and
hazdsome cbapel twice a day. The sttendance is
large, snd the interest good. A library of miscella-
ceous bocks snd magazines is being gathered,
which will be circulated among sll the inv
prescrved for pew comers. More volumes of an
approptiate character—especially the memoirs of
Havelock and Vick: onld be very wel

There are soms three hundred pstients connected
with the fortress. general and camp bospitals. Let
them be rememwbered at the firesides and altars of
bome.

6UX PRACTICE,

TLete is considerable firing in and around Fort-
ress Monree. It is thetesting of certain gouns. One
of these i3 a steel gun, of & somewhat peculiar con-
struchion. It has been tested repeatediy on the
bezch to good advantage.

The Cnion gun will probably be tried this week.
Perhaps it moy be compared with Floyd's. The first
shose will probably be sent on o excursion toward
Nerfolk. Itwill also be seen with what facility we
can cow reach Sewell’s Pornt.

CANNOX DALLS FOR WASHINGTON, i

A liberal supply of large sized cannon shot leaves
us for the netional capital. We can spare several |
cargees more, and still bare plenty left. H

A XEDICAL SHIP.

There appears to be s great want of a foating !
bospital atinched 1o the naval vessels at this port. |
The medical gentlemen of the navy oow have to |
serd their #ick and wounded men all the way to |
Wauskisgion. They cannot with propriety be placed |
in either of :he army hospitals at the Fortress. A
Lospital chip, suitably fitted up snd moved in the
right place, would be of grea: service ia this de-
pariment.

Itis cernestly to be boped that this pressing ne.
cessity will not be overlooked another moment.
There is much sick yetto be d by
our paval recruits on this cosst, end patriotism
23 well 85 humanity should promps imrmediate 8-
tention to this important matter. Our paryig des-
tined to play s powerful partin this great Union
wovemect, and its ersonn:d should be efficiently
cared for,in sll respe

WANTED—A WATCHMAKER,

Among all tke needs of garrison and camp life,
none is greater at Fortress Meoroe and vicinity than
a competent man to repair our clocks and watches,
Theére are a few good time-preces at the fort and on
shipbeard, so that the morning and evening drums,
2ud the bulls of the vessels tell the passage of cer-
tsrn Lo sut sl] here caonot catch these sounds
itk ulazity ; hence great confusion ensuesin
certzin wiredns. We bave apublic tailor to look
eftir cur rente—a public shoemsker, to sattend to
cur underatandings—both of whorn are real public
blessings. Now,if webad a watchmasker to post
us up in time, we should be better ready for the
exigencies of war.

MOVEMESTS OF TROOP3.

The M: posed of such of
the companies of the Third and Fourth regiments
of the old Bay state as remnined here enlisted for
the war, has moved to the fort at Newport News
Point. It is propused to fill up the rauks'to s full
reginuent. Col, Wardrop, fomerly at th> head of
ths 1bird Massachusetts, is now in Washington
with referecce to hisa command. The Virginis
Const Guard,formerly the New York Naval Bnigade
now numbers about 690 men. It i3 well aniformed,
and p.uch in-proved in drill. Col. Bartlett ond his
suu aze pow Lere, It is reported that it bas been
intimated in Washington that in csse Col, Bartlett
is accepted by Gen. Wool, he will resume the com-
n.end of the Brigade, It is capable of very effec-
tive service oo this coast. C.w.p.




