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The Execution of the Negro Soldiers at Hil-
ton Iead.

TWO THOUSAND PEOPLE IRE ENT.
[From the Now South, of Noven‘:lher 25th.]

About tho 20ik of August last, privates James
Grippen, Co, I',, 104 U 8, C, T, and Ben Redding
of &o same regiment, (colored,) togother with a
gang of colored soldiers, forcibly entered and ran-
gacked tho hounse of Mr, Mew, near McPhorson-
ville, ravishing tho persons of Mra. E. Mow, Miss
Florence Mew, Mrs, Mary B, Mclier and Miss
Heape, with the assistance of several of tho gang
of soldiors who were with them, and stealing overy-
thing that was of value, -

Ben Redding struck Mra. Mew with his gan, and
threatened to take her life. He {hen attacked,
struck and bound Dr. W. G, IIazle and Ay, H. C.
Morgan,.and attempted to kill Dr. H. by thrust-
ing at_ him with his bayonct. Redding wasd also
Eresnnt and asgisted the gang of desporadoes in

urning Mra. Heape’s house.  As to Grippen, the
crosg-breed, he seems to have been iatent on his
hellish ontrages and burglary. Theso two flends
were soon after grrestad and finally brought before

a General Courd Martial, held at Headquarters,

Dopartment South Carolina, Hilton Head, October

26th, on charges of rape, burglary and arson-—

Mzjor ¥, C. Culp, President. On trizl, the Court
found them guilty, and sentenced them to the
seaffuld, They were then romanded back to jail to
wait the execention of their sentence,. Grippen was
g small individual, well put togethor, and a mu-
latto—Redding was a full-blooded African—vory
black. .

Before noon, on Monday, quite & number of lit-
tlo companies of people wero -geen coming into
town and hanging about tho different coroers, pa-
tiently wailing the hour of oxecation. When the
time arrived there were somo two thousand spee-
tutors gathered together,a large majority of whom
were colored people.  Everything remained order-
ly and quict fSn'onghont. the entire time occupied
in carrying into cffeet the exccution ol these un-
fortunato mon, Al the military wore present.

-At twenty minuies before three o'clock, the con-
demmed men, with their arms securely bound,
emerged from the prison, the elergyman onone
gide, and the jailor on tho othier; {two soldiers in
front and two in the rear, with the oflicer in ad-
vance. At ihis momant the band of the Gth in-
fantry struek up the “Dead Mareh,” and the party
moved slowly and solemnly toward tho soaftold.
Grip}wn, the youngest of the two, and quite an
intelligent lnoking youth, stepped fm'\\':n'dl firmly;
the other, edding, was so weak, from nervous
excitemient, thatitwe soldiers were obliged to sup-
}mrb him. ~ Bjacnlations for merey fell from the
ips of both as they neaved the seaftold. At the
foot of the stairs the cortego hilted, =ud lieut.
Richards, aséending the scalfold first, motioned
the others to follow. GQrippen moved up tho steps
without hesitation, followed hy Redding and his
assistants,  Tho man's nerves seemed completely
prostrated--entirely useless, The elergyman then
procesded to ofler up a prayer, which was atten-
tively listened to by both men.  Ho then lett the
seaftold, and Licut, Richards, drawing forth a pa-
per, read ina clear, slow and distinet voico {hu
finding of the Court, the sontence, tho approval of
the General commanding, and the orders., .

Licutenant H. M. Jones, Acting Assistant Pro-
vost Marshal, who had been charged with thos
conduct of the execution, having positively refused
to perform tho duties asrigned him; was placed
undeér arrest, and Licut, Charles I, Richards sub-
stituted in Ing place.

Daring the ton minutes which was acenpicd in
reading the aljove orders,” thoe feet of the con-
demned men had been bonnd securely together.
‘I'he ofticer now asked Grippen if he had auything
to say; it he had, he would repeat it for him to the
asgembly. He replied that he confessed his guilt,
and warned-all thoso™ present, mord particularly
tho colored  troops, and  his o¥n company,
which were present, “not to be iled away by
strango men; but to do right, and they would not
be where he now was,” e also wished them all
good-bye. Redding, although nearly exhausted;
desired the oflicer to warn all “to bé good,” and
bid them all “gzood-bye.” - :

The ofticor then drew tho Llack eaps over their
heads, and,, with coolness, adjusteds the noose
about their necks, At this momeut (rippen, who
had borne up manfully thus fur, fave signs of
nervous repidafion.  Shaking hands with caeh,
the aflicer deseends froni Lhe aoativld, ho gives the
sigenul by dropping his glove; the trap fally, aud
tha fivo eriminals die without a stragylo,

In half an hour the surgeons pronounced lite
extinet. The bodies were then placed in their
cofling, and the burial party taking chargo of them,
they were couveyed to their narrow homes-in a se-
cluded spot outside the intrenchments,
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