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Hoqrs. Depr. oF SouTi CAROLINA AND GEORGIA, / W/
Charleston, 8. C., September 22, 1862.

Brigadier-General IL W. MErcer,
Commanding District of Georgia.

GeNERAL: The rapid completien of the gunboat at Savannah is of %
- ~the greatest importance.  You will therefore furnish every assistanco ' ’ ’
in the way of mechanics % which the authorized agents of the Navy I
Department may call for. If necessary ordinary routine must be tem- % 2 )
— Porarily dispensed with to facilitate thig object. '
J. C. PEMBERTON, 7~ — - -
Major-General, Comdg.

- %W4

IInqrs. DErT. oF SouTn CAROLINA AND GEORGIA,
Charleston, S. C., September 22, 1862.
Hon. S. L. MALLoRY, -

Secretary of Navy.

Sir: General Beauregard, not having yet assumed the command of
this departinent, I have this day dcted on your letter of the 19th in.
stanant addressed to General Beauregard, and have directed Brigadier-
General Mercer, commanding at Savannah, to furnish all the aid (in
inechanics) frem enlisted men which the autherized agent of the Navy
Department may call for to hasten the completion of the gunboata,

J. C. PEMBERTON,
Major-General, Comdy.

_ ADJUTANT AND INSPEOTOR-GENERAL'S Oi'rxon,
s, £y, € Richmond, Va., September 28, 1862. . .
e olmel 7. C. PEMBERTON, )
Charleston,; S, ¢, 7z .\

S‘upcnd the march of Aiken’s partisan rangers from* Columbis and _ _ =

order them to the coast. ‘ ’
By order of the Secretary of War:" Z/Jbz

t s . S. COOPER, :
Adjutant and. Inspector-General. /éu 2

_ _ ) ' S
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE, ° /j | ; ‘
. d

: e Rl'chmmd) Va.’ %mb@r 17, 1862- ; L_A )é

SPECIAL Ozrgmms } |
. 128. | [
Ifo . » * o e . » ] ; V’Z(/%
. Major-Goneral J. C. Pomberton, on boeing relieved in comman _
of )t{lXaIDeplz:{'(t)mont of South Carolinn and Georgia by General Beaure- |

gard, will repair to this city and report for further ordera.- \ - ~
' » » » » " Y ‘
By command of Secretary of War: - 1,4(/. P
’ JNO. WITHERS, -

Assistant Adjutant-General

/

—— iU

: RS. DEPT. Or SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA, .
. £ Charleston, S. C., September 18, 1862, S )
‘Brigadier-General S. R. Gisr, . - . : =y ~ L.
s Commanding Yst Military District . . 5 .th ok 2
"GENERAL: Idesire you to suspend for the present the work upon the , Yl Ty fﬂ%@
line kno‘:vn as the inng;'obstructi«‘ms, at least until General Beaure'gva.rfl T i

shall determine whether they ghall be prosecuted further,

.0 PEMBERTON, =, .~ oL .
" T o Generat, Oomdg. /- F“"—;é




| M ‘/«_// Lo, & - Richmond, Va., September 23, 1862.
&G&Mﬂd J. C. PEMBERTON, S

Hogis, DEpr. oF S0uTi CAROLINA AND GGEORGIA,
Charleston, S. C., September 22, 1862.

; ’ + . B

Brigadier-General 1L W. MERCER,
Commanding District of Georgia.

GENERAL: The rapid completicn of the gunboat at Savannah is of
the greatest importance.  You will therefore furnish every assistanco
in the way of mechanics & which the authorized agents of the Navy
Department may call for. -1f necessary ordinary routine must be tem-

porarily dispensed with to facilitate this object

/ 7

T J.C. PEMBERTON;—-
Major-General, Comdy.

Hpers. DEPT. oF SouTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA,
‘ Charleston, S. C., September 22, 1862.
Hon. S. L. MALLORY,
Secretary of Navy. :
Sir: General Beauregard, not having yet assumed the command of
this department, T have this day acted on your letter. of the 19th in.
stanamt addressed to General Beauregnrd, and have directed Brigadier-
General Mercer, commanding at Savannah, to furnish all the aid (in

. mechanies) frem enlisted men which the autherized agent of the Navy
Department may call for to hasten tho completion of the gunboats,

J. C. PEMBERTON,
Major-General, Comdy.

A

~

~ ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR-GENERAL'S Orrice,

. Charleston, 8. C.

Supend the march of Aiken’s partisan rangers from Columbia and
order them to the coast. '

By order of the Sccretary of War:

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector-General.

——

RICIMOND, VA, Seplember 28, 1862. '

Major-General PEMBERTON,
Charleston, S. C.

Send Captain J. II. Brooke's company of rangers to Richmond, Va.,
unless it is required on the-coast.

By ordér of the Scerctary of War;

3 e S. COOPER,
= Adjutant and Inspeclor-General.

—

TnQrs. Derr. or SouTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA,
Charleston, 8. C., September 24, 1862.

~ SPECIAL OrpERS |

No. 178. | ’ .
. Mnajor-General J.-C. Pemberton is relieved from duty in. this de-

- partment and.will proceed to obey Puragmph X VI, Special Orders No.

218, Adjutant and Inspector-General's
ber 12, 1862, . '

* CH » K # * o
By command of General Beaureg

)ffice, Richmond, Va., Septem-
Foe - 7 - .

ard _
/T;IOMAS JORDAN,
Ohief of Staff.
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OPERATIONS ON ’I‘HE COASTS OF SOUTH CAROLIN,A, ETC. 379"

General Beauregard's Inspection of the Defenses of Charleston and
Savannah.

CHARLESTON, S. C., September 24, 1862.

September 16th.—1 inspected, with General Commanding Pemberton -
and Brigadier-General Jordan, my chief of staff, and Colonels Gonzales,.
chief of artillery, and Lay, Confederate States mspector-genera.l four
new'sand batteries en borbette near the west end of Sullivan’s Island, bear-
ing on the floating booin which is being laid across the channel to Fort
Sumter. These batteries are not yet finished and only two 10-inch co--

“lumbiads are in position, one not being serviceable yet. The magazines
~are not yet constructed. ~The boom is composed of railroad iron,
strongly linked together with heavy iron bands, and is protected and

by iron rings. The bars are four feet under water and the whole is
anchored every sixth section with arn anchor. .About one-fourth of’ thls
(boom is laid. It has been tested, I gm informed, by running against ita -

" line, a two-inch hawser. [ am told it will all be completed in a week or™
ten days. It is proposed also to la}r another one about 100 yards in:
rear of this one if sufficient chains dnd anchors can be had ; alsa a rope .

which is to entangle the propellers df .the enemy’s steamers while under -
the fire of the heavy gunsof the fort.” The armament of the four.sand”

biad, and two 42-pounder rifled éuns Fort Sumter has ortxg_);
*'heavy guns (above 82-pounders) and Kort Moultrie nine heavy guns,
bearing at once on these obstructions. There will, besxdes, be two
. strong gunboats armed each with four guns,.to asmst in. their defense.
T am informed they will be finished in one monthX They are consid-
ered by me perfectly indispensable in the defense of this harlor.

We then visited the Neck Battery%n Morris Island, erected to defend
the approach to 14ons§Sumtex It is not yet entirely comp]eted requir-
ing about two weeks longer to finish it. Its gorge ought to be entirely
closed to prevent surprise. A few rifled guns: ought also to be put to
._bear on the main chaunel. ((/r-/zac)f)\.du b

On returning I inspected the small work (Fort Rlpley) now beiny
built on eribs in the bay about half way between Castle Pinckney an
Fort Johnson. It is intended for five heavy guns en barbette and is’
nearly ready for its armament. - Its foundation ought to be protected

' e high water mark with debris. A series of these small -

works in sh?
very advantdgeous: .
I did not visit Castle Pinckney, the armament of thch ls niné 24
_pounders and one.24-pounder rifled, as I am acquainted already thh
this work, and considered it nearly worthless, capable of oxertmg but
little influence on the defenses of Charleston.
September 17th.—1 inspected this day, with General. Pemberton and
Colonels Gonzales and Lay, the defensive lines on James Island from
the Wappoo to near Secebsmnvflle, a distance of about ] lles.

—".. ‘A-"i

X /ch,.,» det e \,‘? Loz -Z/f)- s 5
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8 mign¥ha e

loaded vessel towed by a steamboat, bat it resisted well, parting the tow- ."

obstruction about the same distancel in front of the other, the object of V

s water nearer to the entranceé of the harbor. would be e

buoyed up by pieces of timber of the length of the bars, bound together -

batteries is to consist of ‘seven 10- mch columbiads, one 8-inch colum-

-

\
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380 CORRESPONDENCE AND ORDERS—

They consist of a system of forts, redoubts, redans, andwFmailléres, not

very properly arranged and located, with the exception of Fort Pem- . gg;
berton, on the Stono, and of some of the redoubts. A-sim lq.':'system - 104
- might, I think, have been originally devised, requiring a smaller number -8
of men to defend it.  ITowever, t.l)lle present one ought to answer our ° of i1
purpose, with a proper force of about one and a half men to, the run:' at T
ning yard of development” loach redoubt and redan hus at least one . gun
heavy gun now in position. The lines between Dill's Creek and the' tion
Wappoo are not yet entirely completed, fequiring about fifteen days i - thie
more. Ifort Pemberton is a stfong work and has an ‘armament’ of i - ou
twenty guns ol various calibros. There are' two bntteries on. the ¥ ‘, gén'
Ashloy River to defend it and the entrance into Dill's Oreek and, the % "Flai
Wappoo.  Tfor want ol guns they aro still unprovided with their grmas’. ", tral
mont, except the one at Lawton's, which has four gune (82-poundersy =  on o
of httle use. L R o " .,,:;*x;,-',},g,‘tf AN«
September 18th.—1 inspeéted this day, accompanied by the. same offia. " Lint
cers.as on the [7th instant, Forts Moultrie and Samter, which weré: Fiy o
found to be in fine order and condition considering the‘re‘paim.ip;prdf : : "‘"p'osi
‘gress at the latter. . The armament of the first consists'of, thirty-eigh$3s - - evie
guns of various calibres, from 24-pounders to 8-inch-: co]_timblagis—,? nd: Sy
the garrison of about 800 effective men. The armament of the decond’ /, if 1l
work consists of scventy-nine gups of various calibres, from '82-p§dn¥{;, g ‘be t
ers 10, 10-inch columbiads, and seyen 10-inch mortars, and the garrisoh™ ton
of about 852 cffective men.. The barracks in the Iatter work are being ' g,
- reduced in height to protect them from the enemy's shots, The -smaﬁ” S 8T
steam-cngine for making fresh water is in rather an exposed position, bo;
It ought to Le removed to a safer place or be properly protected. DBats LA
tery Beanregard, across Sullivan’s Island, in advance of Fort Moul- il
trie, to defend the approach from the east, is armed with five guns, =« .
The work at the castern oxtremity of the island, to defend’the inte-: T
rior approach by water to the rear and west of Long Island, is a redoubt, arm
nrmc({ with eight guns, two 82-pounders, the rest small guna, - ¥ 2ol
I am informed by Major-General Pemberton that all the above works - . XX nrs
arce sufliciently garrisoned. My conclusion is, that when the above . - The
- ‘works contemplated for the defense of this harbor, esgecially the ob-+ v ¥ et
- structions and gunboats, are completed and those works are ,proper]{ s fre o
~armed with the heaviest_guns, the enemy’s vessels and gunboats will - *

find it very difficult, if not next to'impossible, to penetrate far enough - . .
to injure or take Charleston.  Until thon tho city will not. be._px_‘o,pe_ﬁy '
September 19th.—1I inspected this day with the same officers the works

‘at SecesSionville, which are irregular and but poorly constructed. ;A .
"force of abéut 200 men is stilf> at work upon them, inoreasing and™m ™
-strengthening them. The position is natumllﬁ' a strong one, being " *'"
surrounded with low marshes and a wide creek, except on one side, ' i,
where there is a very narrow strip of level ground, along which the
Abolitionists made their attack, which’amounted to a surprise, and.
et they were defeated by one-fifth their number. I do not, however,
Seo the necessity.or advantage of holding in force this advanced  posivii.
‘tion.. A strong picket would Pe sufficient. ‘The armament of this ..

Y Ll o't
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OPERATIONS ON ’I‘HE CO ASTS- OF SOUTH CAROLINA, ETC. 381 - ~ N

el work consists of two 8-inch naval guns, one 18-pounder howitzer, six

n * 82-pounders, que 32-pounder nﬂe, two 24-pounder rifles, and two

m 10-inch mortars, B

% Septeraber, 20th.—1 left this day at 9:30 a. m. for Savannah on & tour |

i of inspection with General Pemberton and Colonel Gonzales. Stopped -

- at Rantowle’s Station to inspect works there—an open battery with four

e guns, (two 24- pounders and two 12-pounders;) a strong and good posi-

e tion, commanding roads from Savannah and Church Flats, on Stono,

ya three miles off, where there is also a bagtery of three guns (two 82-

of pounders and one rifle, 12-pounder) to command an obstruction and pre-

he vent a Janding from John's Island and the passage by water up Church

he Flats, in which case troops at Adams’ Run, nine or ten miles off, a &en-

a- tral and healthy point, would have to support that battery or fall back "

's) on the one at Rantowle’s. The nght flank of the latter should be ex-"-

rtended, or a detached redan constructed towards'the prairie or marshes,*

M- .in the direction of Wallace's—whére there is also a battery of two %’uns,

i (one 82-pounder and one rifled 6-pounder,) occupying a strong isolated ;. . . .
2 _position—to flank battery at the station and two bridges across Ran- R e
ht” towle's Creek, a branch of the Stono, below Church FlatS. ‘This | rtver«~~~

nd must be examined from the latter point to the Wappoo Cut'to determinie -* .

nd if there are any landing places by which the works at the overflow could *{ . |."

d: be turned. There are two inclose(l field works. miles frorh Charles: . ‘ ik
on ton, commanding the road from Savannah to the long or new bridge -

g .across the Ashley. - They appeal to be well located, provuled they

all cannot be turned on the right or 1eft, towards the Wappoo, whlch must S0

ke be inquired intdlif they are unarmed. W L

o  September 21411 inspected this day the defenses of Savannah w1th

ul- the same officers and General Metcer, commanding. . 'I‘hey are-not yet

(completed ¢ but are progressing rapldly Those on the river, I am -
te- informed, are finished, Fort Boggs excepted, which has, however, its
b, armament, sixteen guns, in pomtlbn The line of luriettes'and redans
/around the city are "about half finished, I should judge. ~ These works. :

ks " are rather too close to each other and unnecessarily strong in profile. = .

e There are about 1,400 men (negroes) at work upon them. The ob-~ = .

»b- structions, piling and erib work filled in with stones and bricks, about .

rly one mile below Fort Jackson and its batteries, are nearly completed,
Al requiring about ten or fifteen days longer to ﬁmsb ‘them.. They will

gh then obstruct very thoroughly, I think, the navigation of the river. . .. .

cly They will, however, require to be watched and repaired constantly, s

owing e effect of the current on the bottom between the Sribs. \/ -

ks The outeér line of defenses, conélstmg of detached works or battenes e

A v@t Thunderbolt and other points, larmed with heavy guns, were not vis- y e st
nd lited for want of. time*but I am mfm'med by General Pemberton thaw‘—.;‘v:
g \ they are completed, well armed, and with a proper garrison.conld not:
le, be taken by the enemy if well (lerended By their advantageous posi= *
he \gon they cannot be turned. He |places great reliance on them. An o
nd . additional work at Coffee B]uﬁ?‘on the Ogeechee, ought to be. con- b i i o™
er,

structed, in the ON ion of the chief of engineers of the Georgla. dls-
trict, Captam McCready. This must be looked into, .. -

Upon the whole, T consuler‘ Sa\/annah thoroughly defended from 8
naval attack, and when 7ts line of land defenses will be comp]eted

\VQ(/C(/t’L(O‘., {‘{"lbl ‘%’H'lh
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882 . - CORRESPONDE;NOE. AND ORDERS, ETC.

with a proper garrison of about 15,000 men, may-bé*Considered im-
pregnable until the enemy shall bring againstit an overwhelming force, ...
which it is.not probable they will ever attempt, as the result, if favor- . -
able, will not compensate them for the expense and trouble, . C
September 24th.—1 inspected this day with Colonel Gonzales the line, _
of works on the Neck to defend the city of Charleston from land attack -
from the north. It is a cohtingous bastion line of strong profile and . 4
‘elabarately constructed, but badly located, I believe, not being well- "<
adapted to the ground. It is commanded to a certain extent by woods = - -
in front, and can be enfiladed and taken in reverse by gonboats on the .- -
Cooper and Ashley Riters, patticularly.from the last,  :No-traverses "
have been constructed. Thsy' are absolately- required, . - Even - then
this line could hardly be held successfully againet; a.fleet o gudboats
in each of said rivers. The two batteries: at the’ Half-Moon Batte

‘are not finished. ' They_are injended . for. five and three
command the Cooper River.andFown Creek::T £ ]
former is too great. A -much better position eould bs 1 Teghink
.on the opposite side of theriyer at Hobean Bluffs: %ng’b”a‘fnjbt'fdﬁ_
would also be required. - The profile of the parapet of; thoss:battari
is too great, especially of the first.one. Adaptation iof -“ineat
end ” has not always béen consulted in the works around thjs’dify
S;vannah. Much unnecessary| work has been bestowed. apaf many
them.. .. : - Sl e e S R T
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