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GUEST: Major Ernesto "Che" Guevara

INTERVIEWED BY: Lisa Howard, ABC Corresnondent

This is the first exclusive interview with Major Ernesin
"Che" Guevara, Cuban Minister cf Industrles, seen and heard
inn the United States. Peeline that a nortrait of the man who
has been called "The power behlnd Castro," "The architect
of the Cuban Revolution,”" "The top leftist in #uba," and the
man who may succeed gastroc, would have meanine to the American
people, ABC sent its cameras and Lisa Howard to Cuba for
this filmed interview wilh Major Guevara in hls offices in

; the Ministry of Industries in Havana.

|
‘ (Complete test of interview follows:)
|

MISS HOWARD: How seriously is the economic blockade
affect:ing the Cuban economvy?

MAJOR GUEVARA: I can't ~lve you an exact fiesure of the
effect of the blockade on Cuba, and, believe 1t or not,
but the blockade has cood and bad effeects. Amon~ the ~rcoa

ones is ftne daveionment of the naticnal awareness and the



fipghting spirit of the Cuban pneonle to overcome difficulties Vet
if you consider that all of our Cuban machinery was made in
the United States, and that vour secondhand machinery was

dumped on us as well, and at a profit, and many of these lines

of supply have been discontinued now, then you can realize what
this blockade has nut us un arainst and the effort renuired
to counteract it.

Ficures can not be ~iven. I don't know then But

Eg:::ﬁ obviouslv it has been a serionus drawback. But at the same

< U

time, 1t has been a helnful lesson to us. Tt has taurht
us how to manare our economy in the future. I think this
more or less answers vour question.

MISS HOWARD: Russia is nourinm a mreat deal of monev
into the Cuban eéonomy each davf Now what would hannen te the
economy of the island if that a'd suddenlvy stonned?

MAJOR GUEVARA: These statements of daily amounts
are, I think, tvpical of the American wnr of thinkines 2nd the
concent ygu have, of investment. T& nav in fact reflect
somehow the idea of what Americans uﬁdewstand as "aid "
American ald to the countries »f South America finallv
/revert aralnst the shate receivin~ the sssistance Tn
our case thewe hasg been what ecouid be called aid, such as
the writine off of certain trade deb3§, lonm-term loans, but
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rsranted ch a purelv conmercial basis. As for the rest, it
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is the normal, natural trade between twe countries The
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United States 1s no loneer the main import-exnort customer

of Cuba. It 1is the Soviet Union.
How if, with your questions, you are askine what

would happen should Soviet aid stop, you refer to all our

exchange, then 1 can answer the 1ife of the country would be

paralyzed because -- for example oil, all of our oil, almost
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four million tons, comes from the Soviet Union, but that 1is
4_/

not assistance, that is trade exchanme on a basis
of absolute equalityv and we nay for it with suscar and other
products.

MISS HOWARD: Would you assess for us how effective has

the United States'® blockade been?

e MAJOR-GUEVARA: T think that you are almost invitino me to
leak confidential information to vou- We have recornized
the importance of the blockade, but we have also stated with
the same calm that the blcockade was not coing to nrevent
us from advancine. But first of all 1t is difficult to
be specific about it, and then it is not very annronriate,
either. After all, in soite of your rmood intentions, we

are still enemles. And the enemy should reallv only know

S , reneralities abeut the other party.
|

MISS HOWARD: Cuba has recently purchased buses from
London. You are nerotiatin~ for shins from Snain, T

understand there 13 an economic mission in Switzerland.

does this repressent {or vou a fundamental chan~e In the Cuban



econony ?
MAJOR GUEVARA: I do not think so. T think there has been
a change in the econonic nolicy of some countries  There
has been a certaln breakins. up of the sc-called monollthice
unity of the free world. There 1s more trade with Cuba now
Our commerclal earerness has always been on the same basis.
In other words, merchandise 1s merchandise and it should be
to the mutual benefit of both, the buyer and the seller. And
on that basis we have traded with the whole world, includinge
the United States, even after we severed our relations.
The United States had used rreat nressure to ston certain
go¢ s being sold to us, and you know full well the debate that
was held and the discussions that took place because
Leyland sold us buses. But actually it is not we who have
¢ hanpged, Certain aspects of international polltiecs have
changed. I don't know whether we have anything to do with
that. I don't think so. I don't think we are that important.
MISS HOWARD: Do yvou feel that these purchases represent
a failure of the United States' blockade?
MAJOR GUEVARA: Yes,
MISS HOWARD: A serious failure?
MAJOR GUEVARA: That depends on how it affects the
American ero, that of the United 3tates.
MISS HOWARD: HMajor Guevara, do vou believe that this

trade with the lYest that you =sare now enmared in will continue



and perhaps expand fn the near future?

ITAJOR GUEVARA: I hope so. Naturally it doesn’t only
depend on our wWishes, but also on the wishes of the neonle
with whom we trade today. But I do have hopes that it will
continue and that we will enter a new era as far as relations
with Cuba are concerned. That the countries of Europe
have realized the importance of havinm relations with all
countries of the world and that Cuba is a ~ood market, a market
that 1is rellable, stazble, and in one word, a permanent market

So that everything leads us to hope that these relatilons
wlll mo on and that they will expand iIn the future. We are
extremely interested in this. We have since closed deals for

the purchase of c¢omplete plants with certain countries_, with

France, with Eﬁqland, with Japan. We feel that in the

future ve can continue this tvne of transsction and with
greater se urity, because in the past there was always the
fear, if trade relations were lnterrupted, how were we to
obtain spare parts, but especially England and France have
maintained very rood relations with us in this
respect, They have cuaranteed the supply of snare parts
for the equipment we bourcht from them durlino the revolutionary
stames.

This has also strenctiiened our confidence in the vnossibility
of importing new machines and then, with first class technical

equipment of the latcst models, to build up a whole series



of industries whinsh we are now develonine,

MISS HOWARD: ‘Vhat would happen to the Cuban ecnomy
if this trade with the Ylest were suddenly cut off?

MAJOR GUEVARA: Nothine.

MISS HOWARD: HNow there will be a brief nause and in a
moment we will be back with more ISSUES AND ANSWERS.

(Announcement )

MISS HOWARD: Major Guevara, much external evidence indicate:
that the Marxist system of economics simoly doesn't work. 1Tt
doesn't provide a bountiful 1ife for its neonle. After
47 years of trial, the Soviet Union still can not feed and
house and clothe thelr people properly. Do you think it is
possible that the Marxist system jast doesn't provide the
proper incentive to create a really hipgh level of nroductivitv?

MAJOR GUEVARA: You have a tendencyv to make declarations
In the form of questions. And acain, I have first to
refute vour declaration and then answer the nuestion. Yon
say that it has been proved that Marxism, or the Marxist
system does not provide the neonle with what thev need and
Insure their well-beine. 71 think 1t iz iust the onnosite
If we compare the United States’ standard of livinﬁ&with
that of other countriss then we must recocnize that the
other cocuntries ar~e lower, but when vou sneak of the Ameriecan
way of 11fe and that of the free wrrld, vou've rot to consider

the 200 million neonle iIn lxstin America who die of huncer, whno



7

die of diseases, who do not even reach adulthood. Who die

as children, starving. All these people contribute to the

economle rreatness of the United States that exploits them 1in

one way or another. The same happens 1in Africa and it hapoened

in Asia, as well. Marxism ends all that At the same moment

when we are belnes beseirsed bv American imperlalism we

can not offer our peonle all the thincgs we would 1ike but

we have glven them all we could, all we have been able of

doing, so far, and on equal footine, from Ministers to the

lowest official of the rmovernment. And that 1s the main

reason why the peonle continue to fipght for their liberation
MISS HOWARD: But the United States rmovermment 1s quite

aware of the problems in Latin America, and throurh the

Alianza 1s tryinr very hard te 11ft the standard of livine

of the pecnle throurhout the hemlisphere, Now 1f

the rulines classes asree to make land reforms and tax

reforms and if the livine standards are ralsed, won't

the messare of the Cuban revolution lose its effectiveness?
MAJOR GUEVARA: Cf course it would lose it richt away.

The messace of the Cuban revolutinn has that meanin~ becsuse

throuch 1ts own welcht, imrnerialism ean only carrv nut

luke warm reforms which do not go te the verv root

of the nroblems. If all of Latin America were freed from

imperialist domination, then imperialism itself would face

very 8Serious problems The Toundation of imnerialism is



the domination of Latin American countries throurh unequal
exchange. throush the exchange of manufactured soods for

raw naterials, the taking over of key posts in the «covernments
throurh the national olicarchies that are subservient to
imperialisms.

Now 1if all this were to be chanred, imnerialism would
have lost its strensth. It, then, would face the meneral
crisis of capitalism. In other words, the crisls from the
w orking class within its own country.

Althourh this is not so imminent in vour country because
exploitation of the workine classes 1ls transferred to
Latin America, Africa and Asia, but then the confliect would
be directlvy within the United States. Obviously the messa-e
of the Cuban revolution would lose all of 1its imnortance,
but it wouldn't be needed either, because that 1s precisely

A

wha*, we desire for 2l1ll our people in Latin America, and once
that was achieved, there would be no further need to launch
messares. It would have no meanines.

MISS HOWARD: So in our desire for these reforms, we
arree?

MAJOR GUEVARA: True reforms, for the access of the people
to nower. Then we arree,

MISS HOWARD: Mador Guevara, do vou feel this can't come

about throuch an evolutionary nrocess or must it come about

throurh violence and revolutionary upheavals?
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to power.

)
b

MAJCH GUEVARA: That, of ecourse, depends upon the

reactionary classes; It is thev who refuse to mive up nower,

to hand over the relns of nower. '“Yhere the reactionary

A RS

classes insist on holding on to power, outslde of the

e A————A—-—-——"""" .

will of all, the spark will break out and it may well set the
’——"—_—\_W___ = . R B . [RUSTUUTE - .ot - -
whole of Latin America on fire, and the peonle will come
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w——""" 1SS HOWARD: ﬁéjor Guevara, since the success of the

revolution, the Cuban economy accordine to all renorts has
seriously deteriorated 1in every sector. Industrial output,
the vegetable crop, the sumar harvest last year which hit a
low of three and a half million tons. How do you account
for this economic regression?

MAJOR GUEVARA: Well, arain that question 1s a statement.
So the first thines that must be done is to refute the
statement and then answer the question. Ycu =say that
all aspects of the Cuban economyv have deteriorated durin~
the course of the revolution, and T sav vou ave wron~.  The

™~

industrial output increased since 1959 and it could hrve
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inecreased much nore had it not been adversely affected by the
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sucar Industryv which has In fact decreased. The industrial

output has increased at an annual rate of seven percent, of

course, not counting sugar. And the increase for 1963
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aqg\Epe estimates for 1964 show an even hirher rate., For
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1963, it amountad to ten percent, and the estimates for 1964
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will even be hirher and the surar output will also increase

MISS HOWARD: Major Guevara, when you were fichtino in
the hllls of the Slerra Maestra did vyou foresee that the
revolution would take so radical a turn?

MAJOR GUEVARA: Intultively, I felt it. Of course,
the course and the very violent develonment of the revolution
couldn't be foreseen, Nor was the Marxist-Leninist forumulaticn
of the revolution foreseeable. That was the result of a verv
lonm process, and you know 1t very well We hag 1 more
or less varue idea of solving the nroblems which we c¢learly
saw affected the peasants who fought with us, and the
problems we saw in the lives of the workers.  But 1t would bs
very lonr, to recount the whole process of the transformation
of our ideas.

MISS HOWARD: There 1s a conviction in the United States
that Major Guevara was one of the most radical influences
in the revolution and that he nulled Dr Castro to the left
What hanvened here, was partially his bluenrint. Does he accent
or deny that?

MAJOR GUEVARA: For a lones time in the United States
and in nany other countries I have been given the honor of
beine, considered the brain of the revolution, the c¢nld
mastermind, the leftist, the nower behind the throne. Well,
personallv sneakinnm I wouldn't be bnthered =2bout this, but mv

nenesty as a reveolutionary, mv inate modestv and honesty



i1
force me to confess that the top leftist in Cuba 1s

Fidel Castro and that the ecreatest daneser to the United
States In Cuba 1s the dancer of Fidel, and not me.

MISS HOWARD: In the hills of the Sierra [Maestra, when Fide]
Castro sald he was not a Communist, did you believe that he
was not a Communist and that he would not become a
Communist?

MAJOR GUEVARA: 1 knew he was not a Communist, but T
believe that I alsc knew that he would become a Communist
Just as I knew at that time that I was not a Communist, but
I also knew that I would become one within a short time,
and that the natural development of the revolution would
lead all of us to Marxism--Leninism. 1 can not say that it w=as
a clear, or conscious knowledese, but 1t was an intuition,
the result of an examination of careful assessment of the
developnent of the attitude of the United States and the wav
in which your country acted at that time armainst us and in
favor of Batlsta.

MISS HOWARD: Tf somethinm were to hapnen to Fidel
Castro, what do veu think would be the fate of the Cuban
revolution and whom do vou think would acceed to nower here?

MAJOR GUEVARA: From your question I nresume that you
refer to somethins violent happening to him., Well, we
can't deny it would be & veryv serious blow to the Cuban

revolution. Fildel is cur leader, unchallen~ed and undisnuted.
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He has been our true rulde throursh a seriles of very,
very difficult situations that Cuba has had to face, and at
that time he pave proof of his stature as a world leader
I don't think any of us has that stature, but we have
acquired revolutlonary experlence in the vears of fichtine
side by slde with him. We became what we became throueh
coing throuch the same schoel with him, a school of courare,
boldness, sacrifice, of determination to defend our
princinles, of analvsis of the different nroblens And T
think that altonether we could, T think, 1imn on, even
if somethins were to haopen to him

Now as to who would replace him, well that would have
to be discussed at that time. We can't indulc~e in that sort
"iffish" history now. HNone of us have that sort of nolitical
asplration, but lomleallv, his brother Raul, not because he
is hls brother, but because of his own qualifications --
he 1s the Deputy Prime Minister and naturallyv would be the
one most sultable amone us to follow the same nath of the
Cuban revolutilon,

MISS HOWARD: Major Guevara, Dr Castro has often
expressed his desire to normalize relations between Cuba
and the United States. Do you desire such a normalization
of relations?

MAJOR GUEVARA: If it is based on princinples, ves. And

perhsns more than anvene else because Industry Is the cne

\

of
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that suffers most from the blockade, Industry and transport

are perhaps t rs of production'whichnére hardest

hit by the blockade. Transport has more or less freed itself
but not industry and therefore on the basis of principles

and total equality, the normalization of relations would

be ideal to us:

MISS HOWARD: Are you optimistic about the nossibilitvy
of a normalization of relations between Cuba and the United
States?

MAJOR GUEVARA: I think 1t 1s a difflcult question to
answer. We are watching. We are waitine., We are olannine
for elither one road or the other, whichever is followed.

It depends on a series of circumstances. The very
characteristics of the American movermment. It also debpends

on how the American movernment 1s able to rauce the

situation 1n the world. So far your sovernment hasn't

eiven any clearcut idea that 1t does know how to wei~h

the correlatlon of forces in the world so

that there are nc clear ideas rermardin~ the total normalizatiecn

MISS HOWARD: Now there will be a brief nauge and in =a
moment we willl be btack with more TSSUES AND ANSWERS

MISS HOWARD: What would vou like to see the United
States do, as resmards Cuba?

MAJOR GUEVARA: Tt 18 very difficult to emive a nrecise

answer. It 1s scnethat unrenlistic, as a question Perhans
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the most frank and objective answer would be- Nothineo
Nothing in all respects. Nothing for or arainst us. Just

leave us alone.

MISS HOWARD: Thank you very nuch, Major Guevara



