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Investigation into the activities of Gustavo Castillo. 

The foll~Jing statement was taken at the Dade County Public Safety 
Department Building t 1320 N. W. 14 Street, t-tiami, Dade County, 
F lor ida, on Thu rsday, 19 Ma y 1977. c 0;0;00 nc i n~ a t 2: 37 p. m. in t he 
presence of Detective D. Benitez. Recorded and transcribed by 
Steno-Reporter and Notary Public Joan Weisberg. 

~ 
(T.her.eu'pon, .l'AVID FRE !FELDER was 
duly swor~ according to law.) 

Q (By Detective Benitez) For the r~d_, investir 
gation into the activities of Pablo Gustayo Castillo ~rrin; on I 
Saturday, 14 May 1977, at the Dade County JaiL 

Sir, would you state your na~ please? j 

A I'm Sergeant David Freifelder. ,I 
Q Okay. What is your occupation? 
A I'm attached Correction and Rehabilitations I 

Manager. I'm a fourth floor team leader. I 
Q Sir, what is your business phone? I 

A My business phone is 547-7384. ! 
Q Okay, sir. rfm asking you here to ask you Qt.1i'S-; 

tions in reference to an incident. that occurred on Saturday, 14t'~ I 
of May of 1977. One of the persons involved in that ipcident ~:flS I 
a man by the name of Pablo Gustavo Castillo. Could you please 
relate to me more or less wbat happened in your involv€llent in it? I 

A My involvement. Officer Geor~e Malvestuto I 
assi·gned to the second floor, Chapel area of the jail, ca'1le to )1 

me after church services and stated that he had--that l'e had takE:'t1 
notice of a visitor approached by Chaplain Perez by tr~e narre of I 
Gustavo Castillo whom he reco~nized as a forner inmate of the sec-l 
ond floor at the Dade County Jail at SO'D:! previous time. He notic1<' 
that he was in earnest conversation for the best part of the cbape ~ 
service with the e:<ception of the til1es that he arose to sin~. I 

When he caIIl: back, he instantly reentered into I 
conversation with an in'llB~ assi~ned to my f~oor, Cell Number lil2" 
by the nal~ of Delacav&~-e-l-a-c-o-v-a,I bell._eve. Thatfs his lastl 
nanE. I'm not aware of his first nal1l2, but hefs been at that eel!., 
since he has been back to testify ~o the Grand Jury. I 
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Okay, sir. 	 When Officer Mal-- What is his nare?Q 
'A Malvestuto. 

Malvestuto asked you to intervene in the incidenlt.Q 
what did you do? 

A I suggested that we talk to De laco\S to see if he 
was aware who Castillo \-las. Officer Malvestuto and myself r..vent to 
the perimeter of Cell Ntt!1lber 4fJf. and entered into a conversation 
with inmate Delacova. Delacova-- lv1yself te:e speakins, David Frei
felder here speaking-- flDo you know an inmate-- tI Not an inmate, I 
but, liDo you know an inmate that you were ta lking to by the nacre o~ 
Castillo?" Delacova stated, ':'1 don't know him. I also told the I 
Grand' Jury I don't know him." I felt that that was enough to 
identify that something wasn't proper. 

I suggested to Officer Ma lvestuto that he Vi rite 
the incident in his own handwritin~ and I would take him to Lieu
tenant W. R. Smith, who \018S Shift Com11Bnder at the Jail at that tLr-' 
as it would 	have to be his incident if this thing went any further. 

Q Okay • Sir, did it go any further? 
A A short tine later, Officer Malvestuto with bis I 

handwritten report and myself went to Lieutenant Smith and explainpld 
the circumstances to him. Lieutenant Smith stated, ''What did we 
wish to do?" I stated that I felt it S:1ould be brougr-t to Cantain 
Green of the supervisors of the jail wben he rei.:urned on duty. 
Lieutenant Smith advised !re that he would do so. 

Q Okay, sir. Sir, YOlt are a sUl'E'rvis or of the 
Dade County Jail. Trs t is correct? 

A That is correct. Itm Correctional Officer III, 
~lIalso known as Sergeant. • ' I 

Q Okay, Sergeant. To the best of your recollectl.qr, 
is there any specific criteria for picking or allowing a person to! 
come into tl~ Dade County Jail? I 

A Security must be maintained at all times. I 
Q Is there any set pattern or S. O. P. 's irlstitutdJG 

for bringing in of peop.le on this church group? 
A They must all be qualified for ::ny Chaplain Pere. 
Q Oks y, sir. I 
A Unless they were Ministers, we have a list of ttlE" 

Mi.nisters that are allOt'led to enter the jail. I 
Q Okay. As far as you know, did Mr. Castillo 

appee r on the lis t as a Minister? I 
A No. I 
Q Okay. As far a 1 you know did Mr. Perez 811o~" ! 

Mr. Castillo to COnE up in the jail? I 

I3-,1-?4 p)-
t 

'::... 
David Freifelder 	 -2

~ 

http:recollectl.qr


, 

., ". 

~ 

I 
A That's correct, he did .. 
Q Okay.. All right. Now, I'm referrirs to Tuesday, 

I be lieve it was the 17th. 
A That fS correct. 
Q This week. Did I contact you at that time in 

reference to this incident? 
A Yes, sir. I was on duty and I cret you in the 

Captain's office. 
Q Okay. Did you basica 11y re late to !I£' what you 

re lated now? 
A Tha t 's c orrec t .. 
Q Okay. I have here a page tbat I'm showing you 

for identification. It's dated the 14th of May, 1977, and itfs 
signed, initialed by ~ and initialed by Ser'Seant Freifelder. Sir) 
are these the notations you made on that page? 

A That's correct. I made a copy of the original. 
I put my bad~e num1::a-, name, date, am time there; 1500 hours. 

Q Sir, do you see a nacre here, Gustavo Cnsttll!)? 
A That's correct. Where the letter X appears on 

the fourth line .. 
Q Okay, thank you very much. Okay. After that, 

have you discussed this incident with anybody else? 
I A No, I have not. , 
- Q Okay. Have you been approached by any of the 

I 

attorneys, investigators, or Mr. Castillo, himself, in reference 
this incident? tl 

A No, I have not; 
Q . Have you been approached by Mr. De lac ova in re- I 

gards to this incident? 

A No, I have not. 

Q Now, coo ld you go into a li tt Ie bit of de ta i 1 


and tell me '!lore or less to the best of your recollection w;~at 


transpired when you asked De lac ova , the words he used--if not, try 
J 
maintain the meaning of what he was saying, if you can do that? 

A When I asked him if he knew Castillo Gustavo, 
and he stated that he had met him in church and that~ Grand 
Jury had also asked him if he knew Gustavo Castillo. I felt that 
I did not want to de lve into Grand Jury bus iness. ,

Q So at that time, you stopped the questionin~? . 
A I stopped the questioning. I 
Q Did Mr. DelacovB answer in the positive that he Ii 

had spoken to Mr. Castillo? 
A That's correct. He-- I did not ask him what he ! 

had said. I n:erely wanted to know if he had been in a long conver-i 
slltion with Castillo Gustavo, which. he answered to in the affir'1VJt~v:, 

3-'1-7{1'.3 I 

David Freifelder. -3-· 

-----.• ..~"', -----~-"-. 



.. 
." 

Q Okay. Did he say anything else or offer anything 
else after you assisted in the interrogation of him? 

A No. He did not. I fe It to say anything more 
might make him suspicious or positively interfere in SOale case 
that might be going on which we had no business entering into. 

Q Okay, Sergeant. Is there anything else that I 
haven't asked you that you feel might be pertinent in the investi
gation that you want to'co:mrent on? 

A I would like to comment on the fact that Officeri 
Sharon, S-h-a-r-o-n Wims had refused admittance to Gustavo Castil16 
due tp the fact that he is not on the church list and in this man- I 
ner it was brought to Officer Malvestuto's attention and Malvestut~ 
advised Chaplain Perez that there was a white rna Ie who desired 
admittance into the jail and stated that Chaplain Perez would okay 
it. At the sa~ tirre, Sharon Wims had a man and a wife identifyin~ 
themselves as Ministers whom she did not know. And as I tlnderst8ndl 
it from listening to Officer Malvestuto and Officer Wirrs t Chaplain 
Perez presided from the second floor to the main lobby of the jail,! 
identified the people, had them sign in, which is in line four of I 
the same sheet, identified as being a true copy and at that tim?, i 
he escorted them to the second floor of the jail which is the c08p-1 
lain area. I 

Q Okay, sir, thank you very much. tvhile we're I 
still on the record, I would like to advise· you to keep this ! 
investigation confidential and also, with the exception of your 
supervisor, Captain Green, I'm going to advise him of what's 
going on and advise" you also that if you have 2ny contact 'With Mr' i 

Castillo in the future that you contact my office. You have our 
phone number. 

A I shall do that .. 
Q Okay. Thank you very much. 

~(Thereupon, the statement 
was concluded at 2:49 p.m.) 
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II i§an Weisberg, Public Safety Department 

Ste'ii6-Reporfef l and Notary Public duly commissioned and qualified 

in and for the State of Florida at Large, do hereby certify that 

the f6fegeing transcript; pages 1 to and including 4, is a true and 

eorrect transcription 6f my stenographic notes of the sworn state

menf given DY DAVID FRElFELDER, at the Public Safety Department 

BuiitHng; 132b N, W. 14 Street; Miami, Dade County, Florida, on the 

19fh day of t-iay 1977; eOti1itencing at 2:37 p.m. 

~ 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand ami affiXed my oH:l.dai seal this .2D~ day of ~. 1977 • 

.' 

IId y'" ( ?4~""" __ :
\ ""<C!Vb< l <': I: I-~ - < • of I 

- - I 

i 

My Commission Expires: 

NOTAl'!' flUlUC <:.r"'l1: Of ~lOR\O. AT l"tGi 

MY C()MMJSSION E.XPlll€S SiFT - , .. 19:30 


tONOlO THlU Q"'It~l INS. IJN~I!WKII{'S 
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