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IFederal authorities are investi-
ting evidence that a loosely knit
oup of Miami-based Cuban exiles
anned, financed and carried out
ortive at- & \
cks against a
1han  ambas-
dor in Argen-
1a in August
)75  and a
tban  consul
Mexico in
)y 1976.
Four men
Ive been iden-
ied by feder-
authorities :
- having been
nnected with BOSCH
e or both attacks. Three of the
ur have links to anti-Fidel Castro
tivist Dr. Orlando Bosch, but no
rmal exile group is. believed re-
onsible for the attacks, authori-
S said.
Authorities now believe that the
vo international attack missions
ere directed from Miami, and
ow the shifting and informal na-
re of terrorist activities, in which
'rsonal ties rather than group aI—
giances prevail.
AN INVESTIGATION by a U.S
rand Jury in Miami has brought
it the international scope of anti-
istro efforts  stemming  from
iami, federal agents say.
Part of the federal grand jury in-
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al_Student_ Union Building at the
University of Miamiin April of Tast
year, shortly before black activist
Angela Davis was scheduled 1o
speak.

The Mexican investigation into
the aborted attack on the Cuban
consul also produced evidence that
strengthened the beliel by U.S.
agents that one of the participants
in the Mexican attack also took
part in the 1975 machinegun as-
sault against Cuban Ambassador to
Argentina Imilio Aragonés Navar-
ro.

FEDERAIL authorities now sayv
that Jiméncz, a 40-year-old railroad
employe, participated in both at-
tacks. Their beliefs were strength-
ened when Mexican authorities_re-
covered Jiménez’

" stamped by Argentine Customs.

After the July attack. the Mexi-
can police also recovered Castillo’s
U.S. passport, his and Jiménez'
Mexican tourist visas; consecutive-
Iy numbered Mexicana airline tick-
els in those names, indicating trav-
el from Miami to Cozumel July 19;
and the two guns used in the at-
tack.

Federal authorities say that Jim-
énez entered Argentina with 1wo
sets of documents, his own and a
set of false papers.

U.S. officials believe that Jimeé-

nez, together with Al(lo Vera Ser-

afin, and two_other, still-unideni-
fied” men, participated in the at-

Tempt {0 kil the Cuban_AmBbassa-
dor in Argentina, almost a vear be-

stigation_in_ Miami is based on
w_information from Mexican po-
e _who_ captured _two _Miami-
\sed_Cuban_exjles after the {oiled
tack on the Cuban, ¢onsul in Mer-
Mexico, last year.

Aithough the target of the at-
ck, Cuban consul Daniel Ferrer
>rndndez, escaped injury, a Cuban
telligence officer with him, Dar-
nan Diaz Diaz, was killed with a
i traced back to a Miami gun
1op, authorities said.

The. two men captured by the

exican police after the xncndent
aspar_Jiniénez Escobedo and Of-

tes_Ruiz. Herndndez, gave stafe-
ents _ implicating  themselves,

exican authorities say.

THEY ADD that the two Miami
.iles captured have. ajleged that
1schwas among those who plot-
d the Mexican operation, along
ith other Miami-based Cubans.

A third Miami-area exile, Gusta-
v Castillo, who sypposedly es-
ped from Mexico after the at-|
¢k, has since been charged by

exican authorities ‘with partici-!

ting in the attack. )
Castillo has been- indicted here
the federal grand jury for mak-
2 a false’statementin a passport
plication, after declaring that he
d lost his -passport.- Mexican au-
srities say. that during their in-
stigation they- recovered Castil-
s passport, together with the P-
pistol used in the attack..
The.. P-OS  Hetkler-Coch pistpl
s the unusual characteristic of
ving no land and groove marks
the bullets passing through its
rrel.
WORKING WITH information
yvided by Mexican authorities,
al and federal officials have
ced the pistol to a gun shop on
athwest Fighth Street in Miami.
cording 1o sworn FBI testimony,
gun was bought in Mav and
e tg Castillo in June 1976.
cgstitlo_and Ruiz also have been
vRed by ihe Dade Counfy Public
0_1_} Department wilh placing a
D ouma“e ﬂie V_TFnTIen 7\7lomor1-

fore the Mexican attack took place.

VERA, A 43-year-old former top
police officer of the Castro regime,
was shot to death in Puerto Rico in
October 1976, an attack, his friends
believe, motivated by pro-Castro
forces. Immediatelv after his assas-
sination. Puerto Rican police said
the motive for his killing was polit-
ical. Twenty-four hours later, they
said he had been slain in a gang-
land battle.

Three of the four
who authorities helieve were in-
volved in one or both of the at-
tacks against the Castro diplomats
have had past associations with
Bosch, who is now in jail in Vene-
zuela, accused of planning an ex-
plosion aboard a Cubana de Avia-
cion plane last October in which all
73 passengers died.

Cuban exiles

The two men held bv Mexican
authorities -—— Jiiméner, and Rui/, a
28-year-old refugee whn hved in
Hialeah -— were members of
Bosch's “Cuban Action.” a Miami-
based anti-Castro group. Vederal
authorities say Jiménez jowned

Cuban Action two vears ago.

AUTHORITIES add that Vera,
whose family lives in Miami, was a
close friend and associate of Bosch.

Castillo, a 30-year-old uncm-
ployed plastering contractor now
jailed in Miami, does not belong to
Bosch's Cuban Action group.

He is considered by federal au-
thorities, however, to be a close
friend of Franc Castro, a close
friend of Bosch. They say that Cas-
tillo was in Venezuela with Bosch
at the time of the Cuban airline ex-
plosion. Venezuelan authorities,
who shortly thereafter arrested
Bosch and several others thought
to be involved in the explosion,
later expelled Castillo from the
country.

Federal authorities say JFranc
Castro and Castillo belong to the
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Area Task Force Proposed

Citing an apparent relation-
ship hetween narcotics traffick-
ers and terrorists, U S. Attorney
Robert Rust said  Friday that
law-enforcement agencies from
Stuart to Key West are being in-
vited to join a joint intelligence
task force.

Rust said the main effort of
the task force would be to speed
up and broaden the flow of in-
formation about narcotics and
terrorist activities that affect
the South Florida area.

“There are many narcotics
traffickers who show up in ter-
rorist activities, and many ter-
rorists who show up in narcot-
ics activities. so we think there
is a real relationship,” said Rust.
“Narcolics are one way ierror-
ists fund their activities.”

Rust said that the FBI, Drug
Enforcement Administration,
Miami Police Department, Cus-
toms, Dade Public Safety De-
partment, Florida Department of
Criminal Law Enforcement and
Flerida Highway Patrol have al-
veady agreed 1o parlicipate in
the intelligence-sharing agency.

“Most agencies have one de-

partment concerned with nar-
cotics and one concerped with
homicides and terrotism. and

the two may not share informa-
tion locally,” explained Rust.
“We hope that this task force
will increase communications at
the local and regional level.”

More than 200 law-enforce-
ment agencies have jurisdiction
in the South Florida area, ac-
cording to Rust. The large num-
ber has impeded the flow of in-
formation, they sav. because no
centrai clearinghouse exists.

But the new task force will
have no federal funds to support
it, Rust said, and will meet only
when a majority of the agencies
asks for a meeting to exchange
information.

“Unlike most of the U.S,, this
area has a dual problem with

narcotics and bombs,” said Rust.
“Hopefully, we can get the
law-enforcement agencies to-

gether on the intelligence ievel
and make a dent in such activi-
ties.”

Cuban National
(FL.NC), a militant anti-Castro or-
gunization. Both the
Bosch's Cuban Action group were
among the five exile groups that
merged in mid-1976 and claimed
responsibitity for several terrorist
attacks on Cuban interests outside
the United States.

THE ATTACK against the Cuban
Government official in Mexico has
been well documented in the press
and by Mexican authorities, who
say three men ambushed the Cuban
consul in Merida to try to kidnap
him. In the ensuing gun battle,
Diaz Diaz, a Cuban intelligence of-
ficer, was killed.

The August 13, 1975, attack
against the Cuban ambassador in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, has not
been documented as fully.

Federal authorities say that Jim-
énez, Vera and their two umnidenti-
fied companions entered Argentina
on or about August 10, 1875. Three
days later, they say, the four were
waiting with submachinepuns out-
side the embassy building.

According to the federal investi-
gators’ version of the attack, as the
Cuban ambassador's car approach-
ed, the ambushers opened fire,
shattering the vehicle's windows.
A short gun battle ensued as the
fire was answered from inside the
embassy. Nobody was Kkilled or
wounded in the incident.

FEDERAL authoritics say that

I iberation Front -

FLNC and -
Press lnternatlonal a “military ¢

after the attack Vera, Jimenes ar
one other man flew to Montevide
Uruguay, where they gave Unit

munique” claiming responsibilit
for the attacks on Cuban goverr
ment officials in Buenos Atres.

The UPI account of the ever
states that two men “with a Cuba
accent” handed the bureau chief
note in which thev took credit fc
the attack against the Cubhan An
bassador in nearbv Argentina.

From Montevideo the ivio 1t
turned to Miami hy wav of Chile
possibly Colombis and Il Salvadol
where, according 1o local source:
thev spent foul davs at the Rit
Hotel.

The next day, Vera caught ai
Eastern Airlines Flight to San Juar
Puerto Ricb, authorities say. Fif
teen months later he was killc
there.

Mexican officials believe that
after the attack against the Cubar
consul in Mexico, Castillo escapeq
to Miami. Federal sources say bt
crossed into the United States by
wayv of the Texas horder.

A federal apent testificd th
week incourt that after his requ
to Miami, Castille went {0 Caraeas
Sante Domingo and Paecite Roo
where he was arrested Jan 21,

Miami exile sources say that th
twa attacks against Cuban diplo
mats were financed localiy bv a’
least three $1,000 gifts.
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