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TO OUR READERS.

In the last number of our paper “La
Verdad,” we made known our design to
insert in its columnsg, and then to publish
apart, such articles as may tend to de-
monstrate the importance of the Island
of Cuba, and place it in its true point of
view, politieal, commereial and military,
as well in regard to the United States
as to the whole world ; not only in the
ease of Cuba becoming a free and inde-
K:nden_t-nation, bat in that, teo, of its
ing annexed to this Confederdtion. -
“These articles very plainly depict the
deformity of the Cuban Guvernment,

- which, by enforcing restrictions of every

‘kind, hinders the improvement of its

" large and numberiess elements of power

and richness, thus damaging not only
the Island of Cuba, but the United States
and a gréat many other nations of the
world...:The reader will also find in
those - writings a sketch of the awful
tyranny which the Colonial Government

* ‘exerts upon the wnhappy Cubaus, now

suffering under all kinds of exaction

* 4nd injustice; and, above all, the scan-

dal with which that Government causes
our country to be overrun by savage
hordes from.Africa, in spite of solémn ]
intermational treaties.

We therefore insert the foilowing

ing that our readers will find in it-a
large supply of judicious and exact re-
marks, and facts deserving the notice and
consideration of every.thinking man,
and highly interesting to the diplomatic,
commercial and working classes.
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YWill the annexzation of.Cuba
add to our strength as a o

‘ Nation ? “+=oua st

N e o mweteney rnids

- The reply is written on the:inap of
North America, and in the last ten years
of ‘her history. . The elements- of our
outward strength and defence—like-the
points and possibilities--of sforeign-an-
noyance—are visible :to-any lcapacity
that has-received the free, broad train~
ing of American thought. .{rsttis ieing
%Vith our vast and-varied territory
and -our self-dependent::habits,/more’
than $o0 any other nation, it isdesitable
to ‘us to maintain the freedomiof our
coast trade beyond every fear of insult.or
embarrassment. 1tis desirable thats fo-
reign nation should no longer boast:that
it can at any time “ cut in two the'trade
between the Guif and Atlantic States,
| and break up at pleasure the sea'com:-
munication between -New Orleans ard-
New York.” It dis :desirable--thatiiwe™

article copied frcim ‘La Verdad,” trust~
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, tegrity of the Confederation, to protect

. bad example of a costly and unrepubli-
- can navy, and create in its stead a

and inlets of our own inland seas, and
hold open in our own hands the best
avenucs to our territorics and trade on
the facific. It is desirable, for the in-

thoroughly the sca door to the shortest
overland route to California bn our own
soil, which is accessible to the greatest
number of States, and also opens to
them the not less important though
unexplored mineral regions of Centralia.
It 18 desirable that a negro empire
should not be consolidated by a hostile
ower within a few days sail, by steam,
of fifteen hundred or two thousand miles
range of our seaboard, and held in leash
to cast its ferocious hordes upon that
long defenceless line of towns and set-
tlements to burn and slaughter until
exterminated. It is desirablo also to be
more independent of standing armies,
with their train of military burthens
and priviliges above the law. It is not
less desirable to escape the charges and

powerful and eclf-supporting steam
marine. .
If on the accesgion of Cuba turns the
ain or loss of all this, it will not he
genied that its purchase would be an
economy, and its admission a rich gain
to our republizan strength and majesty.
Without recurring to the importance
of Cuba as a Mart of Exchange, at the
most accessible crossing-point, toall the
thirty partners in our confederation of
trade and production; or to her value
as a buyer and seller in all our markets,
and the cheap supplicr of the tropical
roductions not yet included in our
Eome list; or to her weight as the em-
ployer of our ships and mariners to the
amount of twenty—or, under the im-
petusof freedom—thirty millions a year;
she would be a tower of strength and o
rock of defence to all our coasts. Her
whole eeven hundred miles of length is
one mighty fortress: each one of her
hundred hill-crowned bays is o haven
of shelter to our wandering ships, and
an outpost to centinel every movement
of offence and to bar out every act of
hostile import. Standing like a proud
and faithful warder in the entrance of
the Gulf of Mexico, yct stretching far
to the cast, so as to overlook and inter-

either of the grent thoroughfares to

o position to overawe the islands around
her, and watch and defend all the out-
side approaches to the Isthmus routes
to the Pacific, while she guards the
portals of our vast inlaud sea, the reser-
voir of the Mississippi and Mexican
trade, the rendevous of Californin tran-
sit, and, what has not yet been duly
heeded, the outlet of an immense though
now-born mineral wealth which is yet
to control the metal markets of chris-
tendom.

Half a dozen steamers would bridge
with their cannon the narrow stralts
between Yucatan and the west point of
Cuba, and between Florida ad Ma-
tanzas on the north, and seal hermeti-
cally to every aggressive stranger the
enlire coast circle of the American Me-
diterrancan. This simple geographical
fact constitutes Cuba the key of the
Gulf, and it would be felt if it passed
into the grasp of a strong und jeslous
rival. England, firmly resting on Cuba,
and with Jamaica and Bahamas to flank
her steam operations, would have full
retreat and succour for her fleets, and
would be able at nced to concentrate
the force of an empire against our coast-
ing trade. With such a firm and con-
venicnt cover as that island, with its
sclf-defended coast and secure harbors,
she could face, Janus-like, in every di-
rection. With Canada and the Bermu-
das—raiged for that purposeintoa strong
naval station—opposite our centre on
the Atlantic and half way between
those strong cxtremes, she would pre-
sent a dangerous front to our northern
coasts, while she ecxecuted the bold
threat of her Minister, to *shat up the
Gulf of Mexico, cut in twain the com-
merce between it and the Atlantie
states, and close the mouth of the Mis-
gissippi and its hundred tributaries to
the trade ond assistance of the shipping
and manufacturing states.” But strike
Cuba—its central and noblest jewel —
from this diadem of power, and her
broken circlet of Amertean strongholds
is no longer worth the wearing.

England, controlling Cuba on the
north as she claims to the Mosquite
shore on the south, and mistress of
Belize on the west as she is of Jamaica

cept any unfriendly demonstration upon

Lon the east, would be the arbitress of

South America or the Pacific, she isin -
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rofit & doubled and quadrupled capital
monopolising, through the shortened
distance, the sale of our cottons and the
purchase of her tens and silks; will

the Caribbean sea—even now almost
her own, and well guarded by her long
array of Leeward and Windward Islands
from other intrusion.

The saume steam fleets that watch,
and the same Island Key that locks and
unlocks the Gulf of Mexico, with our
long chain of rivers and states depend-
ing on it, also watches the inlets of the
Carribbean and locks or unlocks the
gates of the Pacific. Cubn, the Queen
of the Antilles, unrolls her long barrier
exactly in the path to the Pacific, whe-
ther by the Gulf or Isthmus; and who-
ever holds her, commands the great
highway to Mexico and South Ameriea,
to Orcgon, California and the Pacific.
If it was ours, we would soon cut a’un-
der the narrow bar of land and turn the
revolutionized trade of the world into
our scas, where we should know well
how to defend its trensures.

The command of the shortest route
by sea and by land to our distant terri-
tories, is o national necessity only to be
computed by our estimation of the va-
lue of safety, harmony and progress to
the Union. The omission to secure the
right of way across the Isthmus of
Courtes, and to carry our southern boun-
dary so far south as was needful to open
o fair and practicable land route on our
own soil to the Pacific, was o stupid and
disgraceful lapse - in those who signed
a peace with Mexico. The only remedy
for this dereliction, is in guarding for
the future such communications as we
do possess hetween the remote members
of the Family Compact, from all chances
of hostile interference.

The shortest land routes from the
older states to California, Oregon, and
the immense but faintly known mineral
regions of the great central basin, runs
through Texas and touches the Gulf at
Corpus Christi; and all the great land
routes to the Pacific abut eastwardly on
the Mississippi, if not ou the Gulf, and
are included in the imperial ring of sea-
board to which Cuba is the closing
diamond. If it comes to the Atlantic
states to decide who shall hold this door
to the Gulf, to the Pacific, to the mines
of California and Centralia, to Oregon
and the whale fisheries, with the Kast
India trade—trebled by the use of steam

they refuse the fifty millions a year
which it will pour upon ‘heir exhila-
rated industry, in_their fields, factories
and shipyards *

At this moment England commands
two-thirds of the most valuable com.
merce of Asia; but the United States
gains rapidly upon her, and the entire
change in the course of trade, by con-
ducting it across the lower line of North
America, instead of around Afriea and
South America, will transfer to this
republic the sceptre of commerce, if not
of manufacture, within ten yeara. Let
our manufacturing and trading princes
estimgte if they can the value of Cubs §
to their interests, as a centre of intelli-
gence and exchange and an advanced [§

ost of guard and defence. With Cuba |
or our watch-tower, the merchant and
mail steamers which must naturally be
employed in the enormously increasing
traffic and emigration that circulates
past and around her, would be the chea
and sufficient defence of our consts. No
nation would dream of wresting such a
well-fortified ession from the vigo-
rous grasp of the Union ; atd too power-
ful to fear, and too just, it is to be
hoped, to make aggressions, we could
trust the protection of our flag to its
known greatness. We could gispluce
fearlessly our unpopular esiling nav
for a steam marine, useful and sel{-'
supporting in peace, yet capable of be.
coming, at the shortest warning, a for-
midable element of war.
When Cuba passes into our constella-
tion, we may dismiss two-thirds of our
standing army, and furn three-fourths
of our expensive fortifications into
Houses of Instruction (and Refuge; for
England, nagainst whose threats and
pretensions ﬁxey are chiefly maintained,
will depart from this continent when
the cannon of Moro Castle thunders a
republican welcome to the Stars of the
Confederation. That sslva will destroy
her last dream of supremacy om this
side of the Atlantic, and at its voice she
will lenve the shattered remains of her
splendid chain of colonies to be gathered

and the Isthmus,—to China, in whose
markets our merchants will soon tarn to

in their ripeness to the embrace of the
Union. .
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_ In 1845, when the independent press
had roused the people, and urged our
laggard government into some energy
of action, her power and possessions
unfolded on every side like the coil of
o serpent—her northern provinces were

* linked by her stcam slups in an un-

broken circle, with the Bermudas, Ja-
maica, the Belize, the Mosquito ' Shore,
and across the Isthmus which she con-
trolled to Culifornia, at which she aimed,
and Oregon which she partly held until
the bands met again, and thus comple-
ted o line of circumvallation around
We lroke forever her
closer and stricter cirele, when we an-
nexed Texas, obtained California, and
removed her Oregbn claims far North
of Columbia River. That decisive blow
expelied her influence from our South-
western border, while we improved our
boundaries, and, Cuba excepted, had
nothing left to interfere with us in the
Gulf. “The exclusive acquisition of this
noble extent of territory on our Southern
line, widened and weakened the vaunted
cordon of British power around the
Union, but while the hope of Cuba re-
mained, she had still a brilliant and
potent line of reserve. She still
stretches across the continent on our
Northern border, shares with us the em-

ire of the lakes, domincers over our

ighway to the Pacific, and stands mid-
way in the path of our coast communi-
cation. Cuba is the precious clasp that
joins or disjoins the Gulf and Pacific
with the Atlantic lines, and ruinously
opens or nobly closes the disconnected
parts of her magnificent American
plan. If it falls into our chain, and
closes the circle for us, and against her,
the matchless band is broken, the frag-
maents hecome so, and whether Canada
or the Islands, without cost or conquest,
our confederation will absorb British
America, and make the ocean her houn-
dary, and its waves our army of border
defence.

How will Cuba influence
Slavery ?

It is difficult to stecr truly and justly
between the Seylla and Charyldis of
Northern nnd Southern prejudices, but
we may safely aver this much: if Eng-
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lot is read in the story of Jamaica,
Hayti and Martinica. !

If she becomes really independent,
the whites who arc but little inferior
in numbers to the blacks, will maintain
the ascendency by their superior intel-
ligence, and slavery will probably be
abolished by slow degrees.

If the United States receive her, hu-
manity will at least rejoice over the
sappression of the slave trade, and o
mitigatfon of the horrors of the Span-
ish system of servitude, that ‘“ deepest
lell of cruelty.” as an indignant Creole
of the island terms it. ‘The Spanish
conquerors, as merciless as they were
avaricious, enslaved and scourged to
utter extinction the gentle and confid-
ing Ciboneyes whom they found on the
soil, and now annually destroy by brutal
treatment more slaves, cluding free-
bora Mexicans entrapped into servitude,
than all the plantations in all our slave
states put together. Their own stati-
cians calmly account for the horrid
mortality among the, slaves, by * the
severity of their Inbors and insufficient
food,” but never hint at redress or re-
medy. The supply is kept up by an
energetic importation from Africa, un-
der the patronage of Queen Christina,
who employs in the slave trade much
of the $25,000 a month which she draws
from the revenues of Cubn. In the last
twenty years more than 160,000 negroes
have been broaght in from Africa, 430
slave ships having cntered Havana
alone, without counting the other ports
of the island—and the fees of the Cap-
tain-General, at three doubloons a-head,
on these importations are no inconsider-
able item in his perquisites. England
has & right by solemn treaty with
Spain in 1817, and re-senled in 1820,
to end this infamous traffic, yet it pro-
ceeds vigorously under her eyes. s it
that even by this means she is willing
to increase the negro majority, while
she awaits the hour in which Caba can
be ndded to the black empire she is
fostering within striking distance of our
Southern states ?

Not ouly is this open protection lent
to the African slave trade, while white
immigration is as openly discouraged,
but large hodies of Indians are inveig-
led out from Yucatan and Mexico, and

land settles the destiny of Cuba, her

these men are sunk into the slave gangs,

g
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where they are lashed, pillored and
<hained without pity, like the Africans,
under the sanction of the Governor,
who has conforred this authority en the
masters bjja formal decree. ‘

The admission of Cuba would at least
set these freemen free, and stop the im-
portation of 8000 slaves cvery year from
Africa, and this would be something
saved to humanity and the character of
American population. It is open to
discussion, whether in a comprehensive
view, the colored race would gain or
lose by Cuba coming within the range
of our institutions; but there can be
no doubt, that the condition of the
white’s half of her population, would
be infinitely softened, elevated and im-
proved. It is not the fashign of the
day to think of the good or evil result-
ing to the eighteen millions of white
Americans, when a measure touching
the supposed interests of our three
millions of blacks is in agitation, and
still less where races are so nearly ba-
lanced as in Cuba. and although the
abrupt supremacy of the blacks would
drive to ruin, or exile the half million
of whites on the Island; we must reserve
no anxieties for them.

In Hayti the negroes have had unli-
mited power, as in Jamaica they have
had unlimited equality, and what ad-
vance have they mande in happiness or
civilization? In the plenetude of their
undisputed sway, they have murdered,
insulted it; and driven out the whites in
St. Domingo, and no autbority preven-
ted; they have governed themselves,
and no man has said them nay, yet in
the mad, unchecked animality of their
untaught, untamed masses, they have
heupes upon each other more sufferings,
more bloodshed, more tortures, and
even'in that beauteous island of plenty,
more downright want and misery among
their ﬂpopulation of 780,000, than could
be inflicted on our thrice that number
of slaves, in the presence of a white
community. This is proved by their
own official statements of murders,
riots, outrages and military punish-
ments. It does not prove that slavery
is n good, or that the race is incapable
of better things, but it does prove by
conclusive evidence of experiment, that
hasty emancixation has its evils for the
unprepared Africans, even though we

refuse to count for anything what be-
falls the whites.

To those who argue that emancipa-
tion is too slow in the States, I will not
reply, it can move no faster, but 1 ap-
peal to the chart of the Union to prove
that much has been done—and well
done, for the race in freedom, in instruc-
tion, and in cclonization. In the British,
and more lately in the French West In-
dies, unbounded means of improvement
are enjoyed by the blacks, for there the
presence and cultivation of the whites,
who are in & minority of one-seventh,
are made conspicuously subservient to
the colored race, yet it is undeniable
that their twomillions are far worse fed,
clad, and taught, than the two millions
of the same lineage now living slave and
free, in the ¢ Old Thirtoen” States.

This parent band of thirteen. were all
of them slave-holding when they joined
hands at the altar of Independence, and
some of them, Rhode Islang and Massa-
chusctts 1n particular, were deeply en-
gaged in the slave trade. Seven of
them are now free soil, and two more,
Delaware and Maryland, within & step
of it; and to this number of emancipat-
ing States have been ndded eight more,
that never werc in cffect slave-holding.
The aggregate of this free soil territory,
which includes all the States north of
the Ohio, comprises a larger area than
the wholo original thirteen States, and
has unquestionably the preponderance
in the national councils.

Our nequisitions of slave territory have
failed to increase the comparative num-
ber and weight of the Slave States, be-
cause they only served to drain that
class of labor towards the South, and
as it receded, it set free at the North
more States and large divisions of the
colored classes. Fifteen States are hi- -
rendy free, and five more, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Mis-
gissippi, are in transition ready to pass
over to the side of free labor whenever
the reference of such questions to the
territories immediately concerned is es-
tablished as & fixed principle, and they
can abandon their posts honorably and
without danger to the equipoise of the
Union. All the territory now held in
common—sufficient in area to make forty
of the largest States, must inevitably

come in free as the climate and charac-
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ter of production will make slave Inbor
unprofitable. T'o balance this wide do-
main of free soil, there is but a compa-
ratively small band of States along tho
cxtreme South, and to which the island
of Cuba can make no frightful addition.
The emigration from Furope in a sin-
gle year, amounts to as much as the
whole total of her slave inhabitants, and
after that Inst fragment of thraldom is
brought within the pale of light and
freedom, there can be no farther addi-
tions. The eightcen millions of whites
will enlarge fheir ranks by emigration
as well as births, and make stronger
every year the dispropartion of numbers,
but the bincks and scrvitude can draw
no recruits from ahroad. While State
after State supplants and drives out un-
profitable slave labor by the Jow wages
of sound, mature, and intelligent white
industry, hereditary servitude must con-
tract its limits, until it is compressed in-
to these regions of hot unhealthy marsh
in which they thrive, and but the cons-
titution of the white man is unequal to
the change of redeeming from jungle
and morass, and there slavery will end
its mission and cxpire.

The non-slaveholding States would
show n most ungencrous sectionnl epirit
if they object to the addition of Cuba to
the political weight of the South, for her
vote will not give the South an even,
much less a controlling voice. Desides
the majority in the Housc of Represen-
tatives, and an equal vote of 20 to 30 in
the Senate,—the filteen Free Soil States
are confident of taking hefore 1860 five
States more from the opposite seale, and
thus changing the present imperfect
equilibrium, to an advantage on their
side of twenty States to ten. Add to
this, the certainty that six new Stales
Californig, Oregon, Minesota, New Mex-
jco and Nebrasca, will complete their
non-nge during this period, and must
heyond peradventure take their places
in the national councils among the non-
slaveholders, while hut two slave States
west of Texas, and possibly Cuba, are
nll that can be hoped for by the dimi-
nishing slave minority. Twenty-six
free soil to thirteen slave States is the
number and proportion that by every
nutecedent we may expect to sit in_the
thirty-fifth Congress. If, as is possible,
the number of States exceeds that cal-

culation, still the ratio of one free to two
sluve States will not vary .nuch, and
with this nasurance befure us. it is non

sense, if it is not & falsehood, to reject
Cubn under the plen of @lving * too
much power to the South.”

For the individual States, for the Na-
tion, and for the ultimate good of the
races, it seems wisest and kindes o in-
vite Cuba into the Compact of Union,
and subject the crude and undeveloped
negro family to the crucivle of gradual
emancipation. The interes.s of the hu-
man family demand thaé i¢ should not
be made the nucleus of & negro—empire
watching a European nod to foray our
coast villages, while our domestic and
foreign policy equally cautions us to
win as promptly as we mny the key of
the Gulf, and hold with firm sovereign-
ty the gates of the Pacific.

——)——

The Southern States, Cuba,
AND “*THE JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.

Although rensons bringing home full
conviction ought to satisfy all, yet, in
order to forestall every motive for cavila-
tion and malicious interpretations of what
we have asserted, on account of the cir-
cumstance of our being Americans, born
in Cuba, we prefer in the subject matter
under discussion, adducing nrgumentsand
opinions used by others, confining oursel-
ves to some slight observations, that may
necessarily be thrown in for a better un-
dorstanding of the same by the reader,
and therefore continue following the
thread of the article of the correspondent
of the Journal of Commerce, ** Mr.
A. 8>

With this view we will here below in-
sort one of the few articles which throw
most light on the question of the annex-
ation of Cuba to these United States, its
political and meroantile importance. and
the consequences to arise in that two-fold
aspoct of the question for the whole of
this American Union, and to the States of
the South and South-west in particular.
And in introducing that interesting com-
position, we beg to be permitted to ask
its enlightened author, to favor the l.zblio
with a continuntion of his exact and judi-
cious observations, as he in that article
offers to do. :

In order not to fatigue the reader, we
will hastily glide over some peculiarities
in the article of * Mr. A. 8.” a8 not pre-

\
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senting much of interest, such as ventur~
ing upon the belief, * that the papers of
the South do mot occupy themselves with
the question of annexation,” while almost
in the samo breath, he admits having neg-
lected ronding newspapers for the last 8
months ; [1t s some three months since 1
left my home in Texas, during which time
I have seen the Southern newspapers only
occasionally. They are, I believe, silent
on the annexation of Cuba); and further,
when he attempts determining and fash-
joning public opinion in the States of the
South, from some conversations he had
on the subject with some gentlemen com-
ing from those states in tﬁe Astor-house
here ; [But so far, as I have conversed
with Southern gentlemen—Astor-house—
1 find them very generally opposed to the
mensure.] The mere mention of this will
sufficé, and we turn our attention to the
points of higher importance.

¢ What Cuba being slave-holding,” says
Mr. A. 8, “would add to the political
strength of the South, is less than the
dust of the balance.”

To show that to be an error, it will be

-sufficient for us to throw ourselves on

views and opinions, which have been pro-
nounced by statesmen of all parties from
John Q. Adams down to our own time, in
official - documents as well as in speeches
delivered in Congress, or propagated by
the publi¢ press; but here also comes
opportunely; as if called for, the opinion
of the editors of the Tvriies of London,
propounded in that public print on an
occnsion, when speaking of the importance
of the Island of Cubain the words follow-
ing: “ Commanding {Cuba] the entrance
to the Gulf of Mexico, and possessing one
of the noblest harborsin the world, Cuba
crowns by her political importance, the
commercial advantages of a rich soil, a
waried and teeming productiveness, and a
climate which enjoys the geninl warmth,
but escapes the fiercer heats of the tropics.
The occupation of such an island must

ivestrength and weaith to any nation.”. .

he possession of it by Great Dritain
would crush slavery und the slave-trade
immediately in the Western seas. Ia the
hand of the American republic, it would
aggravate the causesof dissention between
the abolitionists and their opponents, and
by the menace of srupture,tnsure a com-
promise in favor of the sluves.”

Will « Mr. A. 8” deny thesé truths?
We wait for an answer from the Journal
af Commerce. We besides direct the at-
tention of both to that, which the author
of the article to which we alluded above,
has to say on the subjoect, and which Lhey
will find here below.

~5—

«“Mr. A. B” farther on says again:
* the addition of a couple of senators,and
s few representatives will not moaterislly
strongthen us. If it seem to be given at
first, it will prove in the end utter wenk-
ness.” We may in this point be in error,
but we do seriously believe quite the con- .
trary will be the result, and we also add,
that few men versed in the politics of this
country, and at all acquainted with the in-
terests of the South will think so with
“Mr. A. 8” The equilibrium of repre-
sentation in the Senate and House is a
question of vital importance for the States.
of the South, as between them and those:
of the North. The latter would suffer but
passing prejudice, if at all, in their inter-
csts, if in Congress really existed » major--
ity in favor of the siave-states; and in the-
whole such a prejudicinl position would be-
no more than momentary. for the former '
could never think of establishing laws.
nffecting the interests of the Istter for:
future generations, nor csuse a relnxation
of strength in the ties of the Union, as:
might be the case if the non-slave-holding:
states were to be in a decided mnjority.
Do we not see opposition manifesting it-
eelf in the thinking-men of the South.
against an annexation of Canada, and
against the admission of California as n
state into the union for no other reason,
and on no other ground, than because the
replisation of either would augment the
preponderance of the North by a couple of’
senators, and some representatives ?

Further we observe the embarrassment
of the South, arising from their ill-sources-
of obtaining a greater working force in the
representation, and how much alarm is.
spreading among 1ts most illustrious de-
fenders con templntinF whnat immense pre-
ponderance the North is wiclding, threat-
ening the present and future interests of’
the Southern States, and all this, notwith-
standing, that during the last presidentink

eriods, the presidency has alwnys been
in the keeping of & man from the slave-
holding states, and is so at present. This:
equilibrium of representation, we repeat
it once more, is of vital importance to the
States of the South, and at the same time
to the whole union. If this equipoise be
destroyed, and the balance of power in-
cline yet more decidedly towards the
North, the evil will become endurable, at
least in the state the slave-question is at

reseut, and the South will be degraded
into little mere than a mere colony of the
North, or it will have to recede from the
Union, if they can do so.

Further on *““Mr, A. 8.” assures us,
“ annexation would furnish us a new oc-
casion for abolition and anti-slavery ex-
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America, and which would putinto the

hands of the English, a Gibraltar a thou-

sand times more important and precious

than that arid rock in the South of Eu-

rope, by its numerous and excellent har-

bors, capable safely to shelter the fleets of
all nations all united together, by the
teeming luxuriancy of its soil, its abound-

ing productiveness of every kind of pro-
duce, but might be necessary for the sup-
ply of her navy, and finally by its batter-
ies, which would almost sweep the coasts
of this nnion : Cuba, which in the day'of
the grent struggle that threatens to arise
ont of the couflicting interests of the
North and South, will be magnified
through the exaltation of the abolition-
ists, would be the sheet-anchor of the
slave-holding states: Cuba with all this
political, military, and mercantile impor-
tance, *Cuba, indeed,” says * Mr. A. 8.

giving vent to his bad humors, and perpe-
trating at the same tlmg, an allusion to
the classic fable of Dejanira— that same
Cuba like the present of the Greeks’:
would be fatal to the States of the South.

But « Mr. A. 8.” eught to have taken into
consideration, that the States of the South
will not burn like Iiercules, though they
accept of the present; for they will not
permit her to be metamorphosed into
borders of an Evenus, on which English
Nessus-like might prepave the fatal con-
coction fur the povisoning of that tunic.

citements.” We on the contrary believe,
that quite a different effect has to be the
natural result, if, as we cannot doubt, _thc
abolition-party are moved on by desires
only for the good of humanity; for no
other thing would more powerfully contri-
bute to yealising so desirable an object,
than the annexation of Cuba, which, with-
out in the least aggravating the present
evils, accompanying the condition of sla-
very, and without increasing the present
nunber of slaves by one individnal, would
be the surest means for raising an cffectual
bar against the further nugmentation of
the victims of that horrible teade, if not
in the whole world, at least in the Is?fmd
of Cuba, as under tie laws of the United
States, she could not receive asingle slave
rom Africn.
f Let us not forget what the editor of the
Times nbove recited has to sny in support
of this point, who, although allowing that
annexation might cause some more exas-
peration among the abolitionist-party, Is
yet convinced that the ultimatc result }Vlll
be a satisfactory compromise, the extine-
tion of the last vestiges of the sinve-trade
and favorable rcforms in the social posi-
tion of slavery as it exists, whieh, without
doubt is desired, and will be applauded by
1 parties.
¢ S{’lhsoqucnu‘v “Mr. A 8. says: «“Dut
I return to the simple qucstlx;n: of u":xtmt,t;
ati fub. It would tarn o T ;
E:K:gg:se(:{t%‘f! the Greeks.” We caunot | But cn‘oug_h of zél:}’ssgc :)nlsiztl;ol‘(;%{l. ':X:;
help presuming, that the correspondent of | leave *“Mr. A.f o ’Sl:'xtcs 0})")6 Pty
the Journal of Commerce, conceived that | to the people o 1: Dttes of Ll oueh
unfortunate idea under the influence of a | we leave the eire of g

disordered digestion, which sending up the
vapors of a fatigued stomach, cotl]ll E\ot
but  offuseate his powers of thinking
clearly. Cuba, indeed, which incorpora-
ted in the Union, would turn the Gulif of
Mexico into an inland sea, that leaving the
coasts of the States of the great West,
serves a3 a reservoir and high-road for all
the productions of nlmost the whole terri-
tory, compriscd between the two great
oceans, the Pacific and the Atlantic: Cuba,
which exposed to fall into the claws of
Great Britain, which ecmancipating the
slaves there, would uearly touch the great
goal of its ambition of establishing an
Afvican empire theve, for the purpose of
giving new life to her colonies in the two
Indiay, and a stuuning denth-blow to her
vivals of Cuba, Brasil and Pm-h}‘uco-—mud
which would yaise to the horizon of the
South a black clond, menacing calamity
sad annibilation: Cuba, which besides
being thie key of the Gulf of Mexico, may
Jjust ns corvectly be cousidered, thit also
of the States of the South-west. or #peak-

ally interesting question, concluding our
:t\':-ltiile with wh‘?:tfl\ve stated in the begin-
ing of it in No. 45, and which was, that
“liberty to Cuba is the principal object to
which we conscerate our efforts, and
though, if we conccive our country free
of the yoke of Spain, the best for her
would be to nunex herself to the Americnn
Union, and the latter would grin by an-
nexation, as much as the_(‘onuer'; never-
theless, we shall not obstinately insist on
obtaining the two aims together at once.
We will be content with our freedom,
which with the aid of the American people,
we have to conquer in spite of the counter-
machinations of the whole world—and
as for the rest, we will consider that
afterwards

Cuba and her destiny.

i i tes

An oppressed uation stands in the ga
of our Eful’cdcrntiun and pleads with God
and man for liberty. Borne down by fo-

more properly the great mastec-key of all.

reign soldiers for whose support she is
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taxed until aAlmost the necessarjes of life
are doubled in price; deprived of freedom
of speech, of press, and of conscience ;
forbid to discuss or even petition for re-
Tief, and overwhelmed by importations of
slaves from Africa, whose prescnce she
does not desire, but who nro held upon her
disarmed citizens in perpetual “threat,
Cuba has reached that point of suffering
in which it becomes suicide and erime to
remain passive. Cuba belongs to the
Cubans, and they havea right higher than
human conventions—a right direetly from
the throne of Divine Justice—to govern
themselves on the soil they give to civi-
ization by their intelligeuce, and to utility
by their toil. Not to admit this axiom is
ieresy to our republican creed, and we
are fulse to the faith of our revolutionar
sires if we deny to otlers the truths which
they bled to leave us in sure heritage. If
Washington acted right and Jefferson
reasoned well, Cuba cannot be wrong in
following their example
Most of the Creoles of the Island are
republicans at heart, and the press and
institutions of the Union are the object
and theme of many secret meetings, and
midnight prayers.” Exile, imprisonment,
ruin and ‘death, await the hard apostles
of freedom ; but still they offer themselvos
freely to the work, and their number,
couvage, influence and combination dis.
turbs the rest of the povernors of Cuba,
Wwho in vain seek to stifie"them with new

T i v

ment are bounteously supplied with valu-
able informatiow on tlicir conduct and
affairs, and not less have the American
journals found in its columns their most
copious and relinble necounts of the situn.-
tion of Cuba. The island press is not al-
lowed to speak of public affairs except in
such terms as the royal ceusors direct;
and the world at large mainly learns
through jt and by fragments from private
letters—also written under dread of n
strict post-office inquisition~-what Cuba
thinks and sutfers. Under the counsels of
“La Verdnd”, the committee of exiles,
and in union with her phalaex of resolute
sous at home, Cuba is organizing for
revolt; and perhaps even ns I write the
sword is flushing from the seabbard ; but
whether the effort of to-day is successful,
or temporarily quenched in blood, the
sced js sown aud the harvest near. Spain
will scarcely be richer for the fruits of
Cuban industry in 1860 ; and what Ame-
rican would put forth his hand to aid in
riveting the fettersof a people who bravely
strike at kingly oppressions, and risk all
for the enfranchisement of their country
and children?

**Cubn has the power as well as the will

and wisdom, to be free. She caunot be

kept forever in bonds, endowed as she is

with a population bf 1,200,000 ; with a re-

venue of twenty millicns ; with the inter-

course and light attending. sixty millions

of cutward and inwnrd trade:; with a

oppressions. On one ocension a party of
these determined revolutionists conveyed
to the woods a small printing press, such
foone as Franklin used and ** Common
Seuse” was printed on, and there in silence
of night they worked off their revolu-
tionary appeals. This and every other
effort was pressed too close by the military
police, and some friends of Cuba, con-
nected with the New York press, eucou-
raged the jdea of establishing an Auglo-
Spanish paper at a convenicut point be-
Yond the reach: of the Governor General,
from whence the-truth and light could be
oast into Cuba, and her Popular thought,
moulded jnto some form of general orga®
nization. La Perdpd (The Truth), was
thus called into existence, and its plan
may be-useful to other revolutionists who
catnot priat the truth at home. The
paper is—and has beennearly two years—
1ssued at New York, and: circulated gra-

Rico, and all along the margin of the
Mexican Gulf, from whence the aromn of
its seutiments penetrates to jts. destined
mark. The talent and money of the Cubans
;uap!{zorts it sv ably and liberally that the
¢

territory equal to our noblest States;
with a 80il teeming with the chojcest pro-
ductions ; witli her forests of the most pre-
cious woods; with her magnificent and
commanding harbors ; with ﬁ:x- unmatch-
ell position as the warder of the Mexican
Gulf, and the guardian of the communica-
tion with the Pacific. Cuba the peerless,
Cuba the desired, Cubs the Queen of the
American islands, will not consent to re-
main always n manacled slave at our thre-
shold ; and when her chnins.are to break,
the echo will vibrate, whether we choose
or not, on'our interests. The United Sta-
tes can no more say, “ Cuba is nought
to wus,” than Cuba can detach herself

from her anchornge in the portals of 'our
Ameriean sea or her sentinelship over
against the entrance of the thousand armed
Mississippi.

Whenr the inevitable day arrives in

A ] hich the k f the Qulf fally £ th
tuitously in the Island of €ubn nnd Porto Xq,,:zlof‘cigscylg::ro e g Pl A

pean master, it must

take one of these three positions; and
cither-of them will involve grave consid-
erations for this republic :—

1. Caba, by itself or with Porto Rico,

may sustain an independent attitude.

ing personnges.of tho Spanish govern-

2

-

2. Uhited to-St. Domingo and other ia-
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ands under the protection of England,
:he may hend » ‘?Republ‘lc of Antilla,”
subject to a preponderant negro popula-
tion, and obedient to the British policy of
creating a colored meire in the lap of the

in continent of Americn .
";.‘ (?)ubn annexed to this Confederntion
may make another pillar in our temple of
Union, and another balance wheel to the
Confederation. -

The fate of Cuba, with her million a_ouls
and boundless herenfter, may besu blmtt:_:d
to the verdict of cur people before 1850
hins run its last sands, and n just, wise and
magnanimous nation would not willingly
meet \mprepnred this momentous ques-
tion. . .

Calmly, soberly, and dispassionately,
like true and loving children of the Union,
reverencing and guarding in fitial love
our mighty pursiug mother; like repub-
licans and like Christians, vendy to ndmit
and perform our whole duty to man, let
us candidly examine our future relations

ith Cubn.

‘"Itt is more than idle to build upon the
conservation of the statu quo, for even
those who nffect to prench it must sce thnt
it cannot be maintained amid the rech_n;,;
porers and crushing thrones with which
it is entangled, an-f\vhcnever or !mwcver
the change comes, it must result in Cude
annezxed or Cuba independent. .

The comparntive value to the Union of
Cubn as a part of ourselves, or pubn sub-
ject to foreign, if not hostile influences,
imu n threefold bearing on our interests.
It affects us as citizens of individual states
__as  nation in the face of other nations
— and as n race in relation with the other
races of the earth. In weighing, ns we
ought, ench separate consideration by its
ow‘r’\ mevits, it is desirable to avoid per-
plexing theories, and bring each phase in
succession to the test of solid facts and in-
disputable arithmetic,

WILL THE ARNESATION OF CUBA BENE-
FIT THE DOMFSTIC INTERESTS
oF THE UNION?

L
Cubn scems placed by the finger of a
kindly Providence, between the Atlan‘t.lc
and tﬁe Mexican seasat the crossing point
of all the great lines of our immense
consting trule, to serve ns tho centre of
exchange for a domestic commerce a8 cx-
tensive as our territory, nnd as frec as
out institutions. It is only after a care-
ful study of the incredible exteut and
variety of the products of thirty Stutes,
with xll their grades of climate, and in the
whole circumference of their natural and
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the mnp of North Amerien distinctly‘ be-
fore the cye, that the impnrtmnee_nf_ bqba
as a point of reception and  distinction
can be fairly understood.
less harbors were not locked up by for-
cign_jenlousics,

If her match-

and our ships could but
find themselves always at homo for shel-
ter, water, and vef reshment, nt this com-
modious halting plnce, it would be worth
a round purchuse sum to our traders, in-
dependent of the safe keeping of the
Gulf, and the command of her precious
staples.

From her central throne she sees our
loug line «f coust break nway in diverse
interest and productions, which must yot
intercommunicate past her dvors to come
to value. To the northward she glances
along the two thousand miles of sgabonn’!
and deep harbors of the « O.ld Thirteen,
all rounq toward her to receive her sugar
and eoffee, and supply her with bread and
cluthing, even thongh under the l'lm.‘ts and
disadvantages of Europesn restrictions. |
Tywards the West, beginuing with Flovi-
dn, which is almost within touch, Iwg an-
other two thonssnd miles of bny and inlet,
bordering the eiates on the Mixsissipy 1
and Gulf of Mexico, those mngnificent 1at-
er ncquisitions which have dunbied the
wenlth, power, dumnin of the Union, and
whose cotton bales iave been more ‘cﬁiea-
civus teachers uf decorum to manuvfactar-
ing Europe, than cannon balls. Opposite,
she locks up the arteries of the wighty
king of rivers, who emhraces in his wat-
ery arms an imperial family of sovereign-
ties, Lefore hie comes with the tributes of
many climates to seck & veservolr for_his
ten  thousand imiles of steam naviga-
tion. .
No one State of the Union is so nceessi-
ble to all the others as Cubn. Neither
does any State command, like I.aer. every
direct nvenue to our territorics on the
Pacific. Ste stands almost widway in the
line of tranmit Letween the Eastern cities
and California, whether we go by the Isth-
mus of Panama, by lnke Nicaragua, by
the near but strangely neglected sthmus

4 of Cortez, or by the the shortest overland

ronte on onr owx soil, via Corpus Cl.n'istx
anil the PPaso del Norte. It is the inva-
luable resting piace nnd point of iuter-
chiange fur all_onr steamers 1o the Gulf
cunst, to the Wert Indin Islands, to the
sarious isthmus routes, and to South A-
merica. Under nil the vexations md ex-
.enses of aforeign nnd unfriendly system,
our mei chantx can so lmdly dispenze with
Cubn for a place of rest, refrexhment, and
exchauge, that they submit in rilence to
many illegal cxactions, and concenl from

manufactured wealth, snd then only with

the Amervican public many indignities

- blic which the opponcents of annexation
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td our flag—ns in the eases of tho Hecln ] compel moderation snd compromise, will

and Childe IHavold—rather than furego
access to the port of lavaus, If Cuba
was fully aud freely our own we would us
soon think of casting New York out of our
cnleulativus of commercial wealth, as this
splendid and necessary maurt of all our
cvasts.  As anoutpost, vital to Ameriean
trade and defence, and ns n centro of tran-
sit and exchange, Cubn must grow in im-
portance to the whole family of the Confe-
deration, in even mensure with the growth
of the states on the Pacific. and the rising
tide of Oricntal basiness which our free
and fortuuate stars are about tv lead from
Auvin across the Isthmus.  8he lics exactly
in the track of the golden current,and none
* of tho States are, like hor, in a poyition
:,ot watch and défond overy inlet and out-
ot.
In the circle of production, esscntinl to
a howe supply, always sure, and indepen-
dent of fureign interference, Cuba enu fitl
nobly the remminiug gap, with her coffee,
cocon aud tropical fruits. In this, too,
she would serve all her sistevs uf the Union,
fur she would =clt tu every oue and buy of
cvery one, which 8 nut true of the spe-
ciul X\'«duet of any other State. éhe
would also ndd as much ns the Union re-
ally needs of sugnt lands and wounld make
that henceforth a strong and distinet fea-
-ture in the nntional balance of interests,
A new soctiohad interest nlways implics
another mediator in the councils of the
Coufederation —s pruved truth in favor of
the permanent equilibvium of the Repu-

refuse to take fairly into account. The
manufacturing Enst, the wheat #nd cattle-
raising West, the commercial Middle Sta-
tes, the cotton growsng South West; the
rice nnd sugar planting South, and, last
and Intest, the new-born and gigautic mi-
neral power strating up on the great nor-
thern lakes and seaming the coutinent,
down to the far DPacific, with its sudden
influence—have ench and cvery cne, their
independent sectional weight nud repro-
sentation, as well as a diffused reciproenl
dependence on each other, and on the
Uuion as a whole. In the perpetually
recurring—but under these balance checks
never fatal—State opposition, every dis-
tinet interest is a distinet guarantee for
the genornl ecquity of adjustment. We
haveseen in the slavery discussious low,
far sectional bitterncss can go, when the
whole Union is reduced tu two pavties,
with no disinterested and jutermedinte
powers between them, to urge pence and
teach cousilintion, Yetoven in this stress
we shall find at last, that tho counsels
which open the way and the votes that

{ come from nlmost & third interest.—The
States thut Iny along the line of division,
and that aro themselves in transition from
stave-holding to canncipation, will come
to the rescuo and forbid extremo mea-
sures. Cubn may suffer from the disputo
between the free and slave cultivated
States ; but apart from this she wants' to
como into the Union, without offence to
any and to the ubsolute profit of every
purtnor in the Confederation. In bring-
ing to the common wealth a class of lux.
uries which every State largely demands
and consumes, aid which sre not produc-
ed in our present limits, she also brings
to the Union fresh elements of wediation,
harmony and stable equipoise.

The woncy value of this circulation of
nataenl products would be more conspi-
cuously cvident if Cuba could trade with
us ou family terms, unembarassed by the
heavy aud wasteful hindrance of the Span-
ish tariffs. Official documents show that
out of the 20 or 22 millions of dollars of
aununl exportations into Cuba, fifteen mil-
tious are in jrovisions, fabrics, lumber
aud materinls which one or the other of
the United Statescould better supply than
sny other country; but through the mul-
titude of taxes and rcstric}ions imposed
by European pulicy not more than a third
of it comes from our ficlds and factories.
Our industrial classes lose by this system
the stimulus of ten millions a year—suffi-
cient to employ and support forty thousand
inborors—while tho Cubans only obtain
under these exorbitant imposts, about one
kinlf as wmuch for their money as they
would get of us in a free, fuir market.

Provisions for example, such as flour,
salted meats, butter, and all the etceter-
ns of American abundance are imported
into Cuba to the amount of nine millions
of dollars annually, and all are loaded
with duties that average 84 per cent, and
what with delays, high appraisals, tonnage
dutics, local exnctions, and retail taxes,
moro than double the just market cost by
the time they rench the table of the con-
sumer.—American flour from American
ships pay a duty of $1060 & barrel to
«protect ” the inferior article from Spain,
and in conscquence none but the ric% in
Cubna onn affurd to ent good wheat bread,
while in open family reciprocity our agri-
culturists wonld yearly be called upon
to supply o million of barrels of flour to
its 1,200,000 inhabitants.
New England is not less concerned in
unbinding this trade, for besides the
nino millions which shoald be paid to
our farmers, and the two' miillions in

1

metals, implements and machinery; whish
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of right should fioat to her from down
the Ohio and Mississippi. Cuba annunlly
requires cotton and woolen fabrics and
ready made furniture aud apparel to the
invoice value of threec millions more, all
of which the Yankee looms and me-
chanics should create. Fifteen millions
ave therefore imported into Cuba which
our citizens in the mining, manufacturing,
and ngricultural States should supply,
and which the ships of the commercial sec-
tions shounld convey, and this mass of
needful food, raiment, farniture, and im-

lements for house and land, when bro-
Een up in detail and overwhelmed at each
step with fresh impositions, do not cost
the Cubang less than thirty millions of
dollars.

By reason of this system of preventions
our shipping interest can only cmploy
476,000 tons in n year in this trade—for
which it pays $1 60 a ton duty to Spain,
while it would find advantageous service at
once for n million of tons if the ports of
the island were free to our country.
This brief outline of the domestic and

ecuniary inducements to annexation are
?mscd on officinl dataand it is kept with-
in the mark for the convenience of us-
ing round numbers ; but from it we can
deduce whether the States would gain or
lose by the accksion of Cuba.”

JE——,

Cuba : the key of the Mexican
Gulf:

WITH REFERENCE T0 THE COAST TRADE
OF THE UNITED STATES.

Cuna—the pearl of the American Is-
lnnds, and the key of the Mexican Gulf—
has been well studied by diplomatiats ns
& rich province to be won, and by soldiers
as an outpost of military guard and de-
fence ; but her position and value, as 3
mart of exchange for the whole Union,
and a pivot of a'coast trade such as the
world never saw, has not received due in-
vestigation and publicity from our Ameri-
ean press and statesmen. The ceatral
position of Cuba in the great routes of
trade—opened, and to bo opened, by Amer-
jcan capital and enterprise—canunod fail
to strike the most careless cye that rests
on the map of North America.

It is not in a military point of view
alone that Cuba locks up, in a closed ring,
the whole sweep of the Mexican Gulf.
1t her ports were free, she would be the
natural centre of reception and distribu-

the light craft of the shaliow harbors ef
Mexsico and our Gulf States, bring their
precious ores, their cochineal, their cot-
ton, and their valuable products, to meet
the wares and traders of the Atlantic
coast, and the heavier shipping from the
great cities of Burope and the North, buat
the valley of the Mississippi would find
there n most convenicnt and desirable
warehouse for her varied commoditics.
The Atlantic and the Gulf coasts meet
opposite the maguificent harbors on the
north side of the Island, while it is in
easy commnunication with all the other
West India Islands, and with Central
America. Cuba also commands all the
short routes to the Pacific—those routes
through which a revolutionized commerce
is preparing to pour a golden tide upon
our shores. At this moment the Panama
route bears down all its rivals; but Lake
Niearagua, and the Isthmus of Cortes,
have also their peculiar advantages, in
cutting off & goodly fraction of the dis-
tance to California, for the trade and cmi-
gration of the * Old Thirteen.”

By whatcver path the emigrant enden-
vors to shorten his land travel to the Pa-
cific, Cuba woulil be the chosen halting
ground, if it could by treaty, indepen-
dence, or auncxation, throw down its
hedge of hindrances and restrictions, and
open its noble havens frecly to sail
and steam. It is the grand point of inter-
section for all the most important lines of
trade and travel on this continent; and
to inhospitably bar her gates with a
chain of dutics and formalities, puts se-
rious delays and expenses in the way of &
rapid and profitable exchange of benefits
between opposite scctions of the Union,
and between the Union and her neigh-
bours.  Absolutely disentangled from
these checks, and, above all, in full and
perfect union with the diverse, yet mutu-
ally dependent interests of the confedera-
ted States, Cuba, with her precious and
peculiar staples, would buy or secll more
largely, and with a greater number of
States than any one of her sisters; in ad-
dition to her serving them all as an agent
of transit and centre of interchange.

Lines of steamers and sailing vessels
would doubtless be established from all
our leading sea-ports, from Havana to Ma-
tanzas, the year they could be assured of
{reedom, security, and permanency, un-
der our flag, since, under many vexations
and uncertainties, we now employ in the
Cuban trade a large tonnage. The custom
houscs of Cuba report the clearance of
not far from one thousand American ves-
sels in n year—from the summer of 1848,

tion for all the rich products of that two
thousand miles of coast. Not only would

to tho summer of 1849—and the table of
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imports and exports prove that this hand-
some mereantile fleet would be doubled, if
purchase and supply were relieved from
the multifarious trommels of the Spanish
tariff. The Cubans import $20,000,000 a
year of such commodities as the United
States produce, and could sell on better
terms than the Island can buy of distant
Europe, if they were permitted to compete
in open market, and these commodities
would be conveyed to her in our own
ships. .

Of the $60,000,000 of annual imports
and exports of this fertile nnd extensive
Island, three-fourths ought, and would be
managed by our merchant marine, if it
were embraced by our goverament.

‘The shipping interest is, however, but
one item of the disfuvors and exclusions
endured by the States, under the sternly
restrictive colonial system of Spain, and
s it may suddenly cast before our citizens
to decide whether Cuba shall be incorpo-
rated in the Union, it will not be amiss to
enter into some computations.

In 1846, a fraction more than one-fuurth
of the entirc imports of Cuba were from
the United States, snd if the same ratio
holds good, as is probable, we send to
Cuba the current year about $8,000,000 in
American produstigns. Meanwhile some-
thn'ng more than $10,000,000 of similar
articles of commerce are brought in from
Europe, to the heavy disadvantage of the
Cubans, by & stringent system of protec-
tion for Spanish products. To specify :—
Flour from Spnin pays a daty of only
$2 50 the barrel, but from this country,
and in American ships, it pays $10 0.
Thus to compel the Cubans to eat the in-
ferior Spanish flour, injured by a sea voy-
age of 4,000 miles, this enormous tax is
laid on an essentisl article of daily use,
though, for thesake of revenuc, $2 560 is
also Inid on the article from the mother
country. These duties, freight, and other
-expenses, raise the cost to the consumer
to$}8 or $20 & barrel, and limit, of ne-
cessity, the luxury of good bread to the
wealthier classes. Set aside these impe-
diments, and instead of the 300,000 bar-
rels now entered, and chiefiy from Spain,
[nccordmg to La Verdad,] 1,600,000 bar-
rels would be annually demanded by the
1,200,000 inhabitants of Cuba., The cli-
mate and soil of Cuba is not adapted to
the profitable cultivation of the kinds of
provisions which the habits of the day
cn:ll for ; but she produces exactly what
will most acceptably pay for them where
thgy are best, nearest, and most abundant
—in the United States. If Cuba wants
ﬁ'our, fish, cured meats, nnd other provi-
sions to the amount of $10,000,000, which

she could, in unshackled trade, buy of us
better than anywhere else; if she requires
m.ntticles for house and field, in fubrics of
raiment,necessity or luxury, to the amount
of$10,0_00,000 more, 80, t00, do the United
States import 150,000,000 1bs. of coffee,
at $8,000,000, and sugar to the amount of
$9,000,000, which, under the impetus of"
freedom, and the encouragement of a pro-
fitable reciprocity, Cuba could very well
supply. It must be borne in mind, that a
vast amount of rich coffee and sugar land
lies waste nnd untouched on that Island.
which would bloom into & garden, under
the genial breath of liberal institutions,
|23 her own staticians estimate but one-
ninth of the soil enclosed.

The Upper Mississippi and the Ohio
States are the chief losers by the flour
exclusion for Cuba, fronting, 83 she does,.
the outlet of the mighty vulley, is very
accessible to that trade ; but all the graim .
States share in the loss, for they all buy
sugar and coffee, and could all undersell
Europe in the ports of Cuba. The mine-
ral region is also a larger loser than at
the first glance would be thought possible.
The staples of Cuba-are raised ot & con-
sidernble expenditure of implements and
machinery, in which iron and copper hold
a conspicuvus share. That class of im-
ports, nearly all of which are manufac-
tured in this country, but are discouraged
from seeking n market in Cuba, by an
average 1mpost of 35 per cent, are brought
in to the amounb of $2,000,000 onually,
and with & steady incrense of demand:
'l‘h_ls should, of right, almost entirely be
paid to the forges and workshops of Pen-
sylvanin, and the States west of her, who
construct the articles in question, such ns
ploughs, hoes, spades, boilers, and all the
etceteras of southern husbandry, and sell
them in all the markets in our Gulfand
Atlantic States, from 80 to 200 per cent
less than the overtariffed Cuban pays for
the like. Consider the effect of these ex-
orbitant charges on provisions and im-
glements on- the net receipts of produc-
ion.
Neither does the clothing, furniture,
and conveyances of the producer escape
those excessive contributions, and again
equally to the disadvantage of Americen
industry, carts, carrisges, and furni-
ture, pay about 100 per cent; yet, on ac-
count of bulk and distance, Spain leaves
to us the principal supply, even under
thisliberal protection. The Enstern and
Middle States send about $1,000,000 a
year—at n rough estimate, for there is no
reliable date at hand —of those convenien-
ces; but still the Islund is scantily sup-
plied. Cotton and woolen goods range

~
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from 27 to 83§ per cent duty by the letter
of the taviff; but uuder their system :.ul'
re-appraisal they pay more, and the offi
cinl returns shoy upwards of §3,000.000
in de<cription (f gowls wanubictured in
the New Eugland Siates, aud sold in our
retail mavkety, all over the Union. ut
from 80 to 100 per cent less than in Cuba,
whase producers in this way lose one-
third or onc-half the benefits of their in
come. A careful revision of the chnrges
on impurts corvesponling to our list of
American fabries ard productions, with
the juvuice prices, nud the usual rates
paid by the ¢msumer, will convince the
simplest wnderstancling that js willing to
be candid, that §20,000,000 of the &39.
000,000, (keeping to round and approxi-
mate nuwmbers) of annual imports into Cu-
ba, ought, if the interests and conve-
nience of the divect producers and pureha-
sers were consulted. to eome to the indus.
trinl classes of the Union. Not only would
the fostering dew of $20,003,000 support
in comfort tmany thousand Fusilic« now
lan:ling on onr shores, in search of homes
and employment, but it woubl bring to
the tables of ull cur’ people the delicate
fruits of the torrid zeme, m which Cubn
abounds, ut prices fir below anything we
have ever known, The rapid steaw jun-
tercommunication hetween sister States,
aud the splendil geogeaphical position of
the ** Key of the Gulf,” wuuld bring
Havana ag near St Louis and New York,
as they nre to each other, vr to New Or-
leans, and in more prompt interchange
with all the cities of the Gulf and At-
lantic coasts, than those cousts can be
with ench other.
telieved from the iron net of domestic
i repression, nnder which Cuba now suffy
cates, nnidl fiirly Jaunched juto free traf-
fic wi:lh the Northern States, her citizens
would seml their clildren here by hun-
dreds, fur elucation, and come the.nselves
y thousands, to enjey the bracing air ofn
bigher latitwde, while in retura thousmuds
from the North would hasten there in win-
ter, to enjoy her perpetusl spring and
censcless round of feuits and  flowers.
which are fairest mmd brighest in Cuba
when our fields nre buried under chilling
robes of frost anil snew.  This fuc ity of
citanging climate, and living always in
the smiles of swmmer, will be felt in the
liberal patronage of her packet lines 5 and
when weadd to this the central position
of uvhe Istand with regud ta mail and bu-
sinexy lines from Calitoruin and the Paci-
fic, from Coutral ant Svuth Awmerica, anl
from the DBritish, French, and Dauish
West Iudies, its importance to our steam

safe, and reliable haven of rest, aid, and
supply, beyond any fear of foreign hostil-
ity or interference, staniding nudway as
she dues on the path from the Atlantic to
the Gulf, from the Atlantic to the Paci-
fic, by tho way of either Isthmas, and
mest particulnrly by the Isthmus of Cortes
the shortest though most vverinoked of nll
uf them, and convmanding the ingress and
cgress to the Gulf, aud all the const of
Mexien, the control of this Island i3 of
immense, of incomputable importance to
the dignity and independence of our const
comumerce. It even stands interferingly
in the way between the Atlantic ports and
the Gulf terminus of the short land route
to Culifornin, on our own guil, new in
course of survey by the United States en-
giveers, nnd which a pioneer merchant
trainof 80 wagoiners, is now traversing
under General W. L. Cazneau, with n view
to penctrnte to the markets of New Mex-
ico and the uavisited Centralin between
Texas and Ualifornia, by the new and
straight line from Corpus Christi and the
PPaso del Norte. It is the priceless jewel
that clasps into one maguificent, unbroken
chain, the vast circle of our Pacific, Gnif,
and Atlantic trnde.  We auly require this
oue Link to Lelt 5,000 wmiles of ca-bonrd
in clove and cuntinuous mart amd commer-
vinl woity, presenting, on cvery side, o
well connected defénce againet the preten-
sion¢ of rival or enemy. Whenever the
trembling, restless Scal of the Gulfdrops
from the nerveless finger of Spain, there
will be some eunvy in Kurope, but little
upen resistance made to its passing into
the grasp of vur Eagle; and if he nssumes
the charge, Europe will retire from this
continent, nud theuceforth on all our
consts we will ask nothing but our steam
marine, nnd the splendor of our flug to
command the respect of the world for our
commerce. C. M.

—_—

The Southern States, Cuba,
AND *“*TIIE JOURNAL OF COMMERCE."

Liberty to Cuba is the principal object
to wh'ch we consccrate our cfiorts; and
though if we cunceive our country free
from the yoke of Spain, the best for her
would be to annex herself to the Ameri-
can Union, and the latter would gain by
annexation as much as the former; never-
theless. we shinll not obstinately insist on
alitnining both aimsnt once. Liberty nlone
tor Cuba would ruffice us for the present,
aud for nannexation, wo would ' consider

warine is easily underatood. Asanopen,

that afterwards.

THE CUBAN QUESTION. 15

Yet. ns the question of annex+tion ia now
the objeet of rerious consideration with
the thiuking pablic; and is of vitsl impor-
tance to nli, we bad thought proper to fol*
Juw up the discuasion of that suliject with
the nttention it so fully deserves; but
just when we were about doing 80 in an
swering nn article of a correspondent of
the Journal of Commerce hgninst An-
nexation, published on the 22ud of last
September, & pumphlet comes to our hands,
written by our friend “ P, A.”, under the
tiile: ¢ The Anncxation of Cuba to the
United States of America, or some Obser
vations on that highly important ques-
tion.” This pamphlet anticipates to n cev-
tuiq extent our 1tentions, nnd contains,
besl.des. somo general idens on the sume
subject, which nre illustrated by relinble
fucts reintive to Cubn, nll of which is of the
highcest interest just at present.

In this view, we have determinel on
inserting iu our perivdicnl the most pro-
minent parts of the pnmphlet, nccompany-
ing the snme with some slort commnents
of our own which it has snggested, but
reserving to oursclves very shortly to
enter upon an argumentative discussion
of the leading points of tho astounding
lucubrations with which the correxpoundent
of the Journal regnles its renders.

He says in his first paragraph :—

“It is true that the United States nve
bound by treaty not to take possession of
Cuba, yet hitherto, in the history of the
world, treaty stipulations have formed no
obstucle to ncquisitions of tervitory by une
power from unother: nor need we expect
that our couutry will form an exception
to the practice of nutions. 1 regard, then,
our treaty obligatious as likely to inter-
puse but n slight barrier to the anuexation
of Cuba 5 I shall thercfore consider it ny
very possible contingencd, and to be met
as a practicel question.”

As our aminble oponent Mr. “ A, 8.
(for those arc the initials he nses in this
warﬁ!re.) openly concedes that cxisting
treaties would form but a «light obstacle
to the nccomplishment «f Aunexation, we
will leavo him with great pleasure in this
opinion, as the snmne cvincides exnctly with
our vwn ideas on the subject.

We nlso accotd with him, altheugh not
altogether to the full scope of his nezevora-
tions, when he tells us * if the Istand of
Cubn is aunexed, then its rich commeree
will bo little more than the praperty of its
commercinl neighbors «f the North,” and
that jts great marts would be supplied
from the manufacturing establishments of
the North;” and fuvther, * that conse-

The only thing in which we with good
reason do disseut in our honestropinions
fewm theso views, although we readily con-
cede that great advantages will ncorue to
the commerce of the States of the North |
ag the result of Annexation, is, that these
would not be sv sweeping and so absorbing
of all other intercsts ns Mr. « A, 8,” sup-
pose~. Ilowever, not to embroil the sug- .
Joct with details proying the contrary, we *
ure willing. for the present, even tu con- M
cede his whole allegation., But we avk: i
Would it be wisdom tu renounce a businesy
that ingures us a return of four per cent, §i
for the sole veason that vur business §
friend interested on the other ride would §
thereby gnin twelvo per cent? Besides, »
we believe if the matter is examined with
greater ¢ rcumepection and in good fuith,
1t will be found that he gains twelve per §
eent in the cud, who huﬁ mude hig caleu-
Intions only fur four. ’ :

So far, then, Mr, « A. 8.” is not only in §
perfect agreement with us and our ideas, §
:but he even ndvocntes Annexation.

But the point, where we begin to dis- 3
agree shaking hands with him and turn-
inginto an opposite rond, is, when we come §
to his nxseveration. that ** che mastors of §
slaves in Luuisiana and Texas will be
ruined, for the progress in the cultiva- )
tion of the sugar-cane in Caba, when g
annexed, will make the sugar of thuse
States disnppenr from the markets. And 3
we contradict these views by the reasun- §
ings which our friend “P. A.” [the au-§
thur of the pamphlet we iusert here by &
extracts,] pregeuts on that xcore in an
oppogite divection, amd by which it ap-
pears that Cuba presents an nwmple Hield §
not amly fur the investment of these indus- |
trinl capitals, but for much lnrger ones, §
and which there would ) reduce thyee hun- ¥
tred per cent of the return they produee
here now, threugh the incomparable ex- J
cellence of the suil, climate, &c. there; §
and besides the lunds in Texas and else- g §
where may be more adequately and advan-§ |
tageousty applied t9” more cougeninl pur- & §
suits of ngriculture. g |

On the other hand, we will add, if the f §
annexation of Cuba Le ncevmplished, the
importation of sluves huy to cense theref
and every where else, fur the obvious rea-f§
sons we have alrendy stated repeatediy ;i
and in 1hig eaxe will nlso have to diminish if §
the cultivalion of sugnr-cane in the island{) §
of Lorto Rico and in Brasil, and counse-}i
quenily that product must yield greater}t §
returns, just as much ay the slives andf
landed property ; oll of which will re-f
donnd in bemditting us alt uni\'elmlly

-

3ueutly the mercantilo classes of the North
esire the acquisition of Cuba.”

rather thau working an injury to anyH
one. .
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To believe that the price of cotton
would full, is supposing the natural ovder
of things to becomeo inverted; for if an
increase takes place in the cultivation
of the sugar-cane, so naturally will be the
regult—many arms now engaged in the
produce of catton, will be substracted into
the more advantageous pursuits and di-
minish the erops of cotton, which of course

" cannot be a reason for n further deprecia-

tion of that product in the markets of the
world.

*“ Annexation, continues our opponent
Mr. *“A. 8.” will be even more desastrous

i to the slaves, than to the mnasters,” sup-

posing of course on this side of the argu-
raent a diminution of the yearly return of
1abor and capital as an admitted and ine-
vitable result; but such a supposition is
preposterous in the extreme, and can by
no means be admitted, if we remcember
what “P. A.” says in that respect in his
pamphlet, and if we take in consideration
our own arguments proving the contrary.
And as Mr. ““A. 8.” in the question ap-
Feals to the cause of humanity, we entreat
hiim net to forget the unhappy inhabitants
of Cuba, who suffer more than the slaves
of the Southern States ; not to forget those
thous:ands of wretches of Africa, whoevery
Year are torn from their land of nativity,
and their kindred, in order to be inhu-
manely huddled together and transhipped
like as many bundles of merchandise into
the islands of Cuba, Porto Rico, and to
Brasii, there to perish in perpetual servi-
tude,—all which evils will cease entirely
the momeunt annexation is consummated.
The precise limits of our Journal and
accumulation of material on our hand just
at this moment, force us to adjourn our
observations, which the article of the cor-
respondent of the Journal of Conimerce
suggested, to one of our next Numbers.

[ From the Pamphlet. }

In fact, since the Anglo-Americans ex-
hibited to the world the first exnmple of
a people, who from the depressed state of
an European colony, rose by themselves

. to the elevated station of an independent

nation ; since that day the absolute sepa-
ration and political independence of the
two hemisplieres were decrced, and it

. could be asserted that, at a period not

very distant, tlic different portions of

. America, then subject to the Iaws of Eu-
. rope, would form a single body, and nll

Joined tozether, would march under the

" glorious banner, which first checked and

subduci the pride of kings jn this portion
of the seas.

Time has already confirmed this truth,
which the moust sagacious men could

scarcely foresee. Not long since all Ame-
rica was agitated and revolutionized, as
were the United States; the very same
island of Cuba was on the point of follow-
ing the footsteps of her sisters of the Con-
tinent, and to deaw lorto Ilico with her
and if she is still a slave, it is not the fankt
of the Cubaps, who at all times liave shown
their inclination to a Republic ; but the
Government of Washington, who incom-
preliensibly ncting contrary to their prin-
ciples, (1) opposed in 1826 the invasion of
that Island by the combined forces of Mex-
ico and Columbin, properly concerted
with the Cuban patriots, nt a time when
both Republics were openly at war with
Spain, and no nation could oppose them,
without doing violence to meutrality and
international laws, and treatics acknow-
ledged and sanctioned by all nations.

The principle of annexation or exten-
sion of territory, ns some wish to call it,is
not a party principle, or a new platform
raigsed to seck from thence for power. The
incorporation of new States, and the rapid
increase of the Confederacy, is the natural,
spontancous, irresistible consequence of
its manhood, of the attracting power of its
institutions; and if any body is responsi-
ble for this tendency, doubtless the same
American Nation is, or to say better, that
chosen portion of selected men are, who,
being prepared by the hand'of Providence
in 1776, weve the suthors of the: new era
of the liberty of nations.

Washington, Hancock, Adams, Jeffer-
son, and Franklin were the great origina-
tors of the principle of annexation, as they
were of tlie American Independence, with
all its virtues; and when the great Father
of the Republic advised his people to be
on their guard against the spirit of con-
quest, and not to interfere in the affairsof
other nations, it was becnuse he foresaw
from that very time, in his Republican spi-
rit and patriotic dreams, that a period
should arrive when all America would
seck fur consolation in the arms of the Con-
federacy, and he was unwilling that an
impulsion, or a premature action on tlie
part of the snme nation, should rendir
fruitless the hopes of huanity. (2)

(1) Mr. Clay's notes to the Depnties of Columbia and
Mexico, and ',Ke instructions given to ihe Comuiesioner of
the United States for represonting this Governinent in the
great American Congress of Panama in (he yoar 1826 (in
which Mr. Adams was the aciing President), and tho ex-
traordinnry Message of Mr. Adams to the Congress, explain
that contradiction which kas staived the history of America
with a disgracefnl 8°igma.—( EE. of “ La Verded.”)

(2) If proofs of this trath were wanting, the Federal
Constitution of 1740 may be consuited, which states what
follows: * Should Canada wish to be annexed to the Con-
federacy, it should lo itnmedistely admitted into it; but
;my nther Colony shall necd the suflrage of nine States st
cast.”
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If Washingtcn wero living, if Jackson
could handle again that swoerd so fatel to
the cnemies of his country, they would
Le the chief aunexatiomists, amd the vp-
pressed people of Cuba ghould pot sce
themselves abanduned to their owu re
sources, and to the fary and rigor of their
exceutioners. Thoese who fought so much,
with g0 much valor, and so wuch glory
for the liberty and honor of their coun-
try, would uot hesitate-n moment between
etretching o helping hand to the eppressed
sous of Cuba, and maintaining an uninsi
and false regard for the kings of Lu-
rope.

t|~‘mme pretended republicans, somo hy-
pocrites will not be-)\’unting now. who, af-
fecting w decp conviction, will cover their
respons.bility and be unwilling to inter-
fere, snying: let ns preserve oursclves
neutral ; let ug comply with social morn.
Jity, and with the inws and with the
treaties which bind us to Spain; aud 1t
us not expese oursclves to be blaumed
with the vivlation of the laws and rights
of nations.

To those who think ov express them-
eelves so, it will bo suflicient to answer,
that slthough it is certain that interna.
tiunad agrecinents exist, wh cir require the
regard of oue Guvernment towards uno-
ther, it is also certain, tiat there s ¢
right ant:rier to all agreanent, which
annwls and invalidales oll those compacts
when they are contrary to the liberty and
the well-being of the citizen ; that wn the
Jree cxercise of this right, the people arm
themselves to upset bad governments, and
are sure tv meet with the sympatly and
assistance of other p ople not corrupted
by sluvery, or free frovi tie cheins of des-
potism.  Lhe goternment which in ony
manner cpposcs or impedes the free use
of this rigit, and attacks or succeeds in
checking the sympathics tuspired in other
prople by its firet impulsion, will be con-
sidered ag an unjnst ond oppressive go-
vernment ; and 1 trust that that of the
United States shall not entitle itself to
this appellation, in the sxme way that I
am sure that the Amervicans will not suffer
themsclves 1o be converted into Cossncky
or Juunissaries of Awmerica. Besides, who
has said, aud whence has the priuciple
been derived, that not to eppoese, or to
h:lp an censlaved people to couquer for
their liberty, is violating morality and
treatics, cspecinlly in Republics, where
individual und collective liberty are the
baxis of the institutions? What morality
and what troaties arc those which are vio-
Inted in the name of the political bolief of
a peaple, and of.a principle of justice, n',.
ready ackuowlcdged by all the world, ung

which is being adopled now-a.days by all
the untions of the envth? Treaties cught
never to be contrary to mornlity and jus
tice, the bugis of which is the enjoynmient
of liberty ; and if they are contravy to mo-
rality and justice, it is preper that they
be snnulled or_altered, or supplied by
ofhers more reasomnble, and more e ndu.-
cive to the end for which they have been
wnde.

If treaties of amity and allinnec exist be-
tween the Governments of Spnin and the
United Stutes, which require either the
neutrality or the support of the respeetive
Govermments, there are nlso matual rela-

tiors and rights between the Americans

and Cubang, which invite them to unite ou
g0 in:portant an cceasien; and I do not be-
lieve that the latter ought to be sacrificed
to the furmer. What then? Is it that in
the eyes of the administration, and of scme
members of the Whig party, the right of
Spain to demineer, to tyrunnize over and
oppress the Cubans, is supervior to that of
the latter to destroy nnd get 1id of the op-
pressive power by the meuns dictated by
reazon ond cxperience? Is the nbsolute
Queen of Spaiw, in virtue of the fact that
thie is Queen and absolute, more entitled
te the congideration and vegard of the Go-
vermnent of Washinglon then the 500,000
Cubaps who live near the gates of the
Union, chuined, op.presged, and 'in cxpec-
tatien that these will be apened to them to
ennble them to cseape the fate of St. Do-
mingo apd Jmnaien, ruined by the policy
and the fullics of Europe?

To the secin) interests, to the sympathies
and moral bouds which conneet the j cople
of Cuba with the people of the United
States in the questivn of annexation, it is
recessary to add the materinl and politienl
interests of the Union, of Cuba, and of ull
Amcricn, concerned jn dissolving those
bonds, which for UI.': ¢e centurics huve sub-
jected hev to the enprices oud fatal influ-
ences of Burope,,

It is know i that the United States, es-
pecially, nre ‘decidedly iuterested in the
emaucipation of nll the colonics of Ame-
rien 3 forthe circumstance that Cubn is si-
tuated hetwosn the two continents, and
ut the entranee of the Guif of Mexico, os
it tu offer y passage and defence to its peo-
ple,-ver dors its cnancipatien indispenea-
ble, yyq iwpoges upon the United States
the ‘necesity uf using their uln:ust cffirts
t0 take po.session of that station before
.F.ngl:md Jags hold of it for lerself, or

Spain loses it forall. . . . ‘, . .
Cnba sup.ports at present on the wes
fertile soi\' of the carth, ahout 1,200,(200'111-
habitan‘;s, gmong whom 600,600 axe white,
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and the other 700,000 of color. (8) Its
climate is one of the most salubrious; its
produce cannot Le rivalled in any market,
and notwithstanding its small population,
and that only the fifth part of its exten-
sive territory is cultivated, the cyphers of
its trade rose the last economical year to
very near 60,000,000 of dollars.

In Cuba two crops of some produce are
usunlly made in the ycar; there is no
snow, there are no frosts destructive of
plantations ; here are no cpidemic disca-
ses which afflict the inhabitants of cities
or the country, and were it not for the
paivful presence of n Coloninl Government,
the most insolent and despotic that has
ever existed in n civilized nation, one
might say that Cuba is the garden, or the
Paradise of Amcerica. Dut what will give
an approximate iden of the productive

owers, and the effective value of the Is

and of Cuba, is to know, that these 500,-
000 enslaved and humbled colonists, des-
titute of property and of ﬁuamntics, who
have no participation in the Government,
who are deprived of all representation in
the metropolis, agninst whom the most
oppressive laws are unceasingly made, and
from whom the most vexatious imposts are
cxtorted, pay yearly contributions a—
mounting to §18,074,491. (4)

With this people,ns much favored by na-
turc as injured and ill-treated by fortune,
the American Union maintain now-a-days

(3) Although the last Official ‘cen
the year 1847. does not give to the Jsland of Cula more than
#uR.$32 inbabitants, those who know well the country, and
are acquainted with the motives and the mean pulicy with
wluicmn Cuba even the best blished facts are distizmred
make its actual popuiation amount to 1,200,000 individusls,
classiticd in this way : whites, 600,000; free eolored pevple,

10.00u0; slaves, 550,000,

To prove the i and unfaithfulness of the censns
of 1247, it will be sutficlcnt to compare it with that of 1641,
mnde by order of the Government, and by ite rery agents;
in vrhh:{ interval of five years there have not been in Cuba
either wars or cpidemics to diminish the populazion; buton
the contrary, the Iatter, besides ity matural increase, has
reccived & reinforcement of 50,000 African slaves, who, in
spite of Eugland. to the profit and honor of the Spanish
anthorities, have in the samne period reached and lauded on
tho ¢ shores.

Censws_of 1%41,—~Whites, 418291; fres colored people,
152.838; slaves, 136,445, Total, Jon7,

Census of 1347.—Whites, 425,770; free colored people,

159,223; slayes, 323730, Total, 84752
Increase in five years: whites, 7,479; free colored ;;s%l:.,
6.3%5, Dimingtion in the same five years: ofslaves, 112,734
Total diminution of the population, WRET2.
And what has hecome of these 112,730 slaves deficient in
the census of 157, and of tho other 50,000 who reached
Cuba in the same year, when the white lation is vap-
Imed to have increased by 7.479 individuals, and that of
hie free colored joople by 6.2857—Is this iniended to con-
vey the idea that thess wretches perished in the toninents
and gitbets used by O'Dounell, in the year 13441 Every
bm?' nows that that Chiel scarcely sacriticed £o00 slaves
and freemen on pretence of saving the Island, but enly for
the pnrpuse of being honored and admired by his Govera-
ment.

The oljent of the census of 1847 is to make e believe
that the sluve-trade has ceased in the Island of Cuba, when
the Spanish G t it on the oue hand, and
the mother of Isabel 11 fosters it on the other, investing an
Immense capital in the same.

made at theend of | P
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a trade amounting to $18,000,000 a year
and upwards, which employs immense ca-
pital and many thousnud American men
and vessels. Iier ports are the natural
resort of the intercourse and trade of the
North and South ; of our relations spring-
ing from the consts of the Pacific, and from
Asia; and of our numerous merchant ves-
sels or men of war, which plough the Gulf
of Mexico. DBut what is all this, when we
consider that should Cuba cuter into the
Confederacy, if her fetters were for ever
broken and the obstacles removed which
now cramp the industry and commerce of
that territory, thousands of American and
European emigrants with their capital
and their industry, would yearly flock to
Cuba, and mnking her vast and fer-
tile lands immediately productive, they
would raise the trade, the wants, and the
importance of that country in every res-
pect, to a degree dificult to be aveertain-
ed, but capable of astonishing every think-
ing mind ?

Cuba being annexed to the Union, hee
ports being opened to all the world, and
those privileges and fiscal lInws abolished
which. compel the Cubans to procure ns-
sortments from Europe. at extraordinary
prices, of the eame article which could be
obtained chenper and of better quality in
our ports: the North would send to her
its manufactures, wood and grain;the West
its cattle; and the South should, aboveall,
find a very large field fur its speculations,
and the only sure means of cﬂecking the
retensions and aggressions of the North,
of which the former complains,

The worn out lands of North and
South Carolina, and of Virginia, which
produce with difficulty, by dint of lnbour,

(4) Mere are the amonnt of the Cuban taxes, as published
in another writing of this kind some months ago:
- GENERAL TAXES.
Proceeds of the Marine Income in 1846, nccordini
to the “ Balanza Genernd™ of the Cowmmerce o
the 1-dand of Cuba, in 1847, - -~ -  $§6232,967 0
l)i't!o of Lll'l.ll 1ncome, according to the'zame -

Balunza,” - - - - - - 4,907,812 0
Lattery rents, according to the General Account
formed for the Budget of 1846, - - . 76,0000
Post-offico reats, ding to a icali
presened (o the Adminisiration of Havana
mid, - - - L 007,241 0
Tithe rents, - - = - - - 41600 0
Evxentual ren - - - - - 250,000 0
Stamp r, according to the dala prod by
Nr. Queipo, in his ** Informe Fiscal.” - 260,000 0
Costs of suite, witl including the 1 dis
ilmnX and aceor.lirg 1o & calculation made in
the " Olscrvador de Ultramar” {8 newspaper)
of the 23th of August, 184, - - = 2740.000 0
Svm - $16,505120 0
PARTIAL TAXES.
Munieipal taxes, - - - - - 919,121 ¢
g‘-xu u.r. the ** J' :ndtn \;I: Fomenh.'m- -n.' 880,600 0
un xes and duties, as passports, perm
LeBe. « =« -« - - - - 209,650 0

Total, =~  $18,074,491 0

s
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would become free from the burthen of
their slaves, the latter being placed on the
fertile plains and productive fields of Cuba,
and their masters. would be satisfied on
recovering their past importance and
wealth, %ven the agriculturists of Loui-
sinna would be the first to become sensible
of, and improve their advantages

It is well known here with what diffi-
culty sugar plantations are supported, and
to how many disasters their owners are
exposed at every moment. The cane is
planted either every year or every two
gears ; it grows only to ths height of 4 or

feet; it does not contain a great quantity
of saccharine substance (5). and it is ne-
cessary to lay it in and work it in the
space of five or six weeks, to avoid inun-
dations and snows, which would deprive’
the owaer of his crop if he were surprised
by them.

But in Cuba the canes last for twenty-
five years and upwards, without any ne-
cessity of being re-planted again, and
grow to the prudigious heightof 9 to 12
and 15 feet or more. Their juice is so
sweet that it becomes chrystnlized in the
rays of the sun (6); crops are certain on
account of tho stability and mildoess of
the scasons; and the crop is made, ac-
cording to the wish of the owner, in the
space of four or six months.

Difference s0 groat in the qualitics of
the land and in those of the climate, in the
production and cultivation of the eane,
give to Cuba an immense superiority over
the state of Louisinna, with respect to the
elaboration and price of sugar; but this
circumstance, instead of being an obstacle
to the annexation, should be an additional
motive urging to it.

All forced industry, as that of sugar in
Louisiana, is, in fact, an evil to the very
same community which maintains it, be-
cnuse it is usually fostered by restrictions
and charges nlways burthensome to the
people. The incorporation of Cuba would
free the Americans in ﬁenernl from t.he
heavy impost of about 40 per cent with
which the sugar of Cuba is burthened
when it enters the United States, and, ad-
vantngeously for both parties, would leave
to each eoil the industry more fit for it,
and open & new field to speculation and
trade.

By virtue of this change, so much de-
sired by all intelligent men, the immense
capital, the exquisite improvements, the

(3) Both things are natural; as, for the fenr of winter,
canes must be cut befors they hiave grown up or como to ma-
turity.—[{ EE. of “ La Verdad.*}

sﬁ) The causa of this is, that canes are cut when they are
quite rips. As there Is no fear of winter frosts in Cubs, they
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ingenious machinery, the bold spirit of
enterprise, and much slave labor, which
are at present employed on the two shores
of the Mississippi in the production of
some 150,000 to 200,000 hogshends of sugar
& year, would then pass over into Cuba
and there at least triple their productive-
ness; leaving the beautiful and fertile
shores of that great river to other more
appropriate and, at the same time, to their
inhnbitants, more useful modes of culti-
vation. This change would be effected
gradually, pencefully, without extortions
being practised against any one; and, by
the time of its complete establishment,
will have raised the commerce and poli-
tical importance of the South and West to
that grentness which lies in store for them
in the Iap of futurity; it will have saved
from certain ruin 1,200,000 inhabitants,
civilized and industrious beings, and by
indissoluble bonds have united two neigh-
bouring territorics which not so very long
ngo acknowledged the same system of laws,
aud in which one and the same language
was spoken.

When, from the examination of material
interests that demand nnnexation, we turn
to look upon those which present them-
selves to our cousideration on the score
of policy and morality, we find that there
is nothing which does not argue in favor
of the immediate realization of that idea;
and even the abolitionists themselves,
who have been most decided in their op-
position to the project of anmexation,
ought to favor it, if there is any truth in
their assertion thnt they are so active
merely from n desive (laudable in every
way) of elleviating and improving the
condition of the negro race.

The history of slavery teaches us that
its effectunl nabolition has two very marked
periods, which we must observe : the pe-
riod of the siuppression of the importation
of negroes; and, afierwards, the real and
effective emancipation of the slaves. If we
wish Opba to submit to the former, and
thus qualify herself to enter upon the lat-
ter, it is necessary to take her away from
Spain ; for as long as she is subjected to
that government, the importation of ne-

groes will be favored and even stimulated, !

as the only means of keeping the native
inhabitants at bay and of preserving the
possession of that valuable colony (7).

(7) During that part of the present yoar which is now

secd, 6,000 Africans iave been d to the shoves of
Culi, wera sold publicly in open markets, and netted to
Sefior da Alengum snug little sam of $200,000; which are
shared by 1iis 1l with the mink of Queen Isabel
and which enaliles him to sustain himsclt in favor in Spain,
and the sbaolute command of the island. For each

t the tity of that be d on the
ST R S agal o b e

nml imported into Cubs, llis Excellency receives the sum
o o
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If unfortunately, what we however will
be very slow in presuming, the Awmerican
people should refuse aiding the pesple of
Cub1, then Cuba will in a short time pre-
sent the same picture with Jamaica, and
the United States will not only have lost
a precious opportunity of assuring them-
selves of that important mititary position.
and of eunlarging its present rvclations
with that island, which alvendy are so
productive to the Union; bub thenceforth
they will have to da there no Innger with
vicketty weak ol-l Spain, but with power-
ful amd adreit Baglawd, which for a long
time has been gpying a proper oppuortunity
of approprinting the istand of Cuba, with
havdly any other view hat of keeping at
bay the Unitel States, noking herself the
mistres< of the Gulfof Mexico, nnd eou-
sequently the arbitress over a large part
of the American commmerce. and of a1l the
individual States lying West of Flovidaon
the sea shore, as well as the whale valley
of the mighty Missis<ippi, of which Cuha
in amilit vy view, must be convidered as
an cssentinl advanced vutpost. (8)

Let no one say, that this will never hap-
pen, ns-the Unite:d States have dectaved us
n pavtof their public poliey, that they will
prevent Caba from falling into the hands
of any other power bhut Spain,  As soon
as Englud shall judze that the laug ex-
PCC::C[T day zt List hos acrived of seiziug
upon Cuha, she will do it ist & moment, and
not give time to cither Americans nor any
other nation to meet her on the fiell ol
competition ; aml having pussessed her-
self of the richest of the Antilles, it is an
ilfusion to believe, that any other nation
¢ mid dislodge her, and drive her ont ol
those sev-ports.  ‘The whole indented
co st of Ciba woul Limmedisntely be trans
formed into one uninterrupted battery all
round, which wonld at all times menace
ad endanger the commeree st shipping,
nay, even the very ¢susts of the Awerican
Union.  To wage war from Europe tra-
versiug the Atlantic, is not the same thing
with cavrying it on from Cuba, and the
pride and mavitime jgsolence of Great Bri-
tain, s0 many times humilisted in these
seas, would wenin tower high, and be as
insulting as in former times.

{7 Qnite the 2:me ara the inteations «f Euslind,
wit) the sune obice C. N  ueat
snd th ugh hery
exjerience 1as pr

(EZ of “ L2 Ferdud }
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1 The late occurrences in the Island
Yof Cuabaand the coitrse piiblic op'nion
and papular sympathy have tak:m, have
raised the queation of its free.lom o such
a charaoteristic importance that it cer-
tainly has becom? entitled almost to be
the exclusive topic of geueral discus-
sion. The people, the press, politic
anl diplomautic cireles not aloae in
this country and in the other countries
of America, but even in Europe, have de-
monstrated that importance in  their
dissussdons of it, and with no slight
exhibition of interest; and certainly
not a3 a political problem that might
present itelf, bhubas a realy questing,
which will demnd its solativa at an
catly day.  And what is more; its solu-
t'on is already determined by men that
do vefleet with impartiality and with-
out prejudice, nnd it only wants the
sanction of the fa'ts accomplis.  We
have the bast reasons for believing: that
this question will he ons of the highest
imnortanes and interest in the eongress
ot this Union. whicl is shortly to as-
sembla, not aline o ascount of its in-
trinsic geavity aal the urgoney of its
nature, but on account of its closely in-
terwoven relations with the political
and material iaterests of this great
Confederation.

In these cirenmstances we consider it
of the utmost utility to enllect every
thing that rends to illustrate this ques-
tion uniler its principal agpects, and par-
ticularly in its complication with the
interest of the Southern States, through
whic v it necessarily preseats itself ns a
stumbling Dlock in the unobstructed
march of the Union.

And as & convenient means of astain-
ing the olject we indicate. wa have re-
solved upon compiling and d jesting in-
to a more condznsel =hap some of the
original articles which ws from time to
time have been publishing on_this sub-
jeet in the columas of Lo Verdal, noit
exchuling watter that has appeareld
aver the signatures of . correspo vden's,
who have Cavored us with theie obssrva-
tions.  All that we are going to insert
in this compilation will turn o1 the
quastion to which we refer, consider-
ing the *ams under various aspects and
clucidating it as succinctly as the na-
ture of tl:e matter we treat o9, in such
a class of writings will admit, and we

NGy Aikg
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will draw the ennsagnoness which na-
turally nnd n:esssarily arve involved in
it in respect to the United States, as
well in particulir for the whols Ameri-
ca continent, in waataver sense we may
e justitied in lo king upon it.

In whatever point of light we consi-
der the gaveral bearings of tha politi-
cal position of the islant ef Suha wo
cannot harbor any doabtas to the mag-
nitude of its importance, whether we
direct our attention to the dwngers anl
precipices waich her actual -condition
thrasts into the path of this country as
well a2 of other eoun'ries1of the iNew
Waorld. or to the immmeasurable banefits
that woulil bz conferret onall. by any
favorable tarn in the domstic afairs of
the list of Spaaish culonies in this he-
misphere.

We bey leave here to ropead, what
on mny previous oceasions we have
stated on this subjeet. The political
emwcipation of Cuba from Spain, and
consequently her annexation to the
Uuaited States, is the surest means of o
conciliation of its various antazonistic
interests and parties By it the even
balanee of federal representation will be
restorel. and the South will nut be ever-
whelmed® by the preponderance of the
North; the owners of slaves in the
Southarn States will have a comdlete
guarantee for the seeurity of their pro-
})crty, and the enjoyment of their privi-
ez a3 they actually exist, natil the
sam? can he brought to a determination
by & convenient and gradmul aboli-
tion of slavery; the cnemies of sla-
very and abolitionists will see tho por.s
of Cuba, of Porto Rico, anl by a ne-
cessary consequence also thow of Bra.
sil, closed at once anl for ever agninst
that infamous trad: in humia flesh
which now-a-lays has its chief sup-
port and piblic maintenanco in the
colonial government’ of those islands;
and finally. beyonl these advantages,
which will be enjoyed in common with
ths abolitionists, nafy anil vass fiolids of
teeming Lixuria ey and virgia soil will
ba throwa opzn to the enterpeize of
hun [re 13 of thoasmuls of strong arm:
of freeman, with o safe prospest of
realising larze fortunas.

Anl moreover no small share of these
im'nasarable banelts will b appropri-
ated by the great West, whether Cuba

hacoma inlepenlent or annexed ; for
by this mewn: the West will be sceured
of thy fre:ant unimpelel navization
of the Galf of Mexico, into which its
immense productions will have to he
distributeid ; the kay to which, now in the
hands of imbecilo Spain, might one day
pusinto the k:eping of hanis more
dnrsroud in many respasts, than. the
graat mass of the poople seems gene-
rally to have a conception.

‘The articles of waich this compila-
tio1 is gaing to consist, will exhibit at
the sume time the daspotis system
arainst which Caba is stragzling, in o
clear anl preciss maaner; the croelty
with whielh her inhabitants nre oppress-
ed; the scan lalous extortions and offi-
cia! robberies which the government
and its helps daily commit with perfect
impuanity ; the inpuisitorial censorship
of the press ; the iniquitous schemo of
innmlating the islanl with an over-
wihelming force of barbarous Africans,
destitute of every moral principle, and
cnemies ond race to the other, not alone
for the parprse of dividing anl domin-
nesing over u3 without any risk, but
also for the parpase of enriching the

-axents and satellites of the matropolitan

wovernment. an:l of giving alimant to
tha insatiable avaries of Doann Chris-
tina d2 Bourbon de Munoz. duchess of
Rianzares. aad awszast mother of her
gatholic majes-y. Donna Isab lla. The
comp lation shall al<o exhibit for the
lase” time. how literally true it is that
Cuby is delivered by the home govern-
m:nt to the sceular a~m of its Yashaws
and Emirs without aay farther con ii-
tion and proviso. than that the annual
rent of $20.030,000 be panctually paid
into the home treasary, whatever be
the means re<oriel to for their collee-
tion, und which even muy be inereased
by exiraordinary subsidies, as is the
cise jusb now. in orvder to cover the
debss which the metropolitan imbecile
cabinet eontinually contracts for pur-
pos:s of dilapidation ant luxury.

We will also sp :ak. saperticially as it
may be, of the immorality with which
internatio ml treaties are broken, by
which Cubu [always the victim.] is ex-
posad to the suictdal consequences of
the atrostous pilicy of government;
nor will we forget drawing a picture to
life of its scnscless and scandalous abuse
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'+ -of power, its imbecile stubbornness, its

Fublic outrages and extortions, and po-
itieal murders, &c., which are the ne-

-cessary consequence of her Captaing
-Genoral being invested with illimited
.powers, or to express it more concisely,

of their being the absolute, irresponsi-
ble masters of those unfortunate is-
lands.

And if the hopes of some persons, be
they candid or perverse from sclf-

.interest, had yet the slightest appenr-
.ance of a =olid foundation, what could

that prove but the strength of thejr re-
But what can we hope from
Spain? Let us hear La Cronicaof New
York, the recognised organ of the co-

lonial government of Cuba, and sus-

tained by feeding on the money that
properly belongs to the treasury of that
island, and in matters of Spanish co-
lonial policy, the mouth-piece of the
powers in the metropolis. That paper
in No. 10 of the 28th of Novewber, in-
serts an atticle of its correspondent re-
siding at the metropolitan court, which
advances among other things the ful-
lowing :

s 'l‘ie political innovations that some
persons desire for them, [the Spanish-
Amcrican colonies,] fur from bzing of
any utility to the colonies, would scrve
onfy to excite & war fatal to the colon-
ics and the metropolis; far from a poli-
tical struggle of n short or long period,
there would arise a fierce contest of ex-
termination between races.”

In these few lines, whoever be their
author, an authentic expression is in-
volved of the truc intentions, and the
fixed will of the cabinet of Madrid.

From it we may clearly and without
fear of counter-proof deduce the follow-
ing nceessary conclusions :

1. That the government of Spain
will never make the slightest most tri-
vial concessions of its despotism, in favor
of political rights of our island.

2. That in adducing as the only
motive for the same, the difference
which exists there of races, it is evi-
dent, that it will prrsevere with inflexi-
ble determination in its policy of main-
taining and fomenting this unhappy
.division. as the best foundation and jus-
tification of its tyranny.

3. That consequent{y [setting aside
all other considerations,] it will do its
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utmost for the purpose of importing
into Cuba as many African slaves as
possible, the very antipodes to an immi-
gration of & white population, and main-
tain a traffic that s sure to enrich these
in power in the shortest period.

'I'hus we have then got an authentic
confirmation of our own convictions,
which we have repeatedly set forth in
different numbers of La Ferdad. And
with this political programe befure us,
we ask now:

What are the Cubans to do, oppressed
as they are in a brutal despotic manner
by the government of the metropolis,
when the latter denies them every pos-
sibility of political innovations ?

What shall the encmies of that infa-
mous trade in human flesh do, when
every thing assures us that Spain, if
for nothing else but the preservation of
its hold on the island, has resolved on
not alone maintaining the number of
the wretched victims of its policy and
avarice at every cost, but to increase
the same ?

What ought to be done by the men
who direct the affairs and destinies of
this continent, nnd particularly of this
glorious republic, when—instead of the
perils which threaten their: best in-
terests, physical as well a3 moral, on
the part of the islands of Cuba and
Porto-Rico as slave-holding colonies de-
creasing, — the door is closed agninst
every liberal reform which weuld im-
pede the propagation of the evils that
under the present system sprout luxu-
riantly on all sidet, and threaten to
sprea-l their contaminating influence o-
ver the continent, as has been the case
many times before ?

We are on the eve of the opening of
the winter session of Congress ; o great
number of that legislative body who
will there assemble sre illustrious and
profound statesmen, and suffice it for
us to indicate to them the importance
and urgency of a question, that will no
doubt receive tho definite and benefi-
cent solution which we hopa for,—a
complete triumph of the holy cause of
liberty in all America.

—0
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Phe Southern States, Cuba,

AND * THE JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.”

In continuation of my remarks on the
communication of the ¢ Journal of Com-
merce,” published the 12th Beptember
1ast past, 4 will pass over or touch lightly
all those points in which principles of
political truth are not involved, ns for in-
stance, the degrees of Cuban loyalty, to
which the writer scriously pretends to call
the nttention of veaders, and for my pavt
I will be satisficd with pointing out how
great were those of the people of South
Americn, when tested by the Revolution,
in which, nll united like brothers, they

. rose to shake off the yoke of their metro-

polis, and at the same time the troops,
abandoning the side of despotism, flocked
to the banuers of liberty. It will not be
amiss nlso transiently to note the Iast
fncts which took place at Pucrto-Principe,
Trinidad, Cienfuegos, Matanzas, and othor’

oints in Cuba, in which the troops were
:m{)]icntcd with the people; certain and
indisputable facts, in vain attempted to be
distorted by the government, and its ngents
angl creatures in Cuba and the United
States, because the veil falls in presence
of reality.

Another point is the abstract question,
‘for so the Journal is pleased to classify
it,) whether ¢ the people of Cuba are
op(freased, or whether they wish for an
independent republican, or monarchieal
government ? or whether, to secure their
property, the Cubans solicit the protection

- of a fercign power ?” The autlher of the

communication says, in order to get out of
the difficulty without disgrace, ** I wave
all this;” and I very gladly follow the
same system, leaving to the American
school-boys the exniniuation nnd decision
of the question ; because it appenrs absurd
for reasonable men to waste their time on
the topic which appears an abstract ques-
tion only to Mr. << A. 8"

I will confine myself for a little while
to the dut, with which he proceeds.
“But,” says he, 1 dare deny even the
probability, that the principal men in the
Island, the rich, men of influential fumily,
-approve or support moveinents like that
which has been suppressed in this city
by the interference of the Government.”

Nothing manifests better the hypocrisy
of the Journal than the preceding nsscve-
ration, whereby it pretends to believe
what it certainly knows to be totally false,
There is nothing so ungenerous neither,
a3 to provoke and insult, when the offender
is sure that the adversaries, whose hands

*and feet are bound, are thereby de-

prived of the opportunity of making & full
answer,

The Journal knows very well, that since
the first conspiracy sprang up in:Cubn,.
every dny now victiws are sacrificed on the-
altar of despotism: £ knows also very™
well, that many have lost their lives for-
their country, cither on the scaffold, or by
Eoison, or by rigorous imprisonment, and

y ill-treatnient, or by the moral sufferin
of a virtuous and delicate soul unable to
stand enlumny, and the torment of scein
onc's ciildren threntened with ruin an
misery.

The Jowrnal well knows that many
have been fined, persccuterd, condemned to-
bauishment, or to an infanous transporta..
tion, or to death; we repent, the Journal!
knows these things very well, for all or’
the greatest part of the names of theses
victims have been published by the Caban
press, and by the press of the United
States, And will the conscientious author
of the communication, or the editors of’
the Journa!l dave to deny. that the greater
prrt of these sufferers belong to the best,
rich, infiuentinl, enlightened class, and
thpt in their number ave to be found even
men celebrated for their knowledge and
virtues? Let the Journal answer; but let
it answer fairly, let it answer conscien-
tiously, lnying aside the cloak of justice,
which i¢ assumres, however ill-suited to it.
And let it not plead in its justification,
ignorance of the facts, becnuse they are
public; becanse many are ns old as the
preceding generation, and because such an
ignorance does not entitle it to assert what
it does not know, and to deny even the
probability in matters of great importance,
iujuring thereby the vital interests of a
people. ¢ These men” proceeds the Jour-
nal, speaking of the rich, the noblemen,
&e., “have much to lose, and nothing te
gnin. The excellent patriots, as well ns
the defendera of the oppressed, might be
pnssive, we hope, since the rich becomes
powerful there, the man related to fami-
lies of rauk indirectly influentinl! He
bas no offices as the nobility ; but the
greatest part of them ave tame, easily
contented nnd docite, (it appears to m«
I am hearing a certain creature, whom
you have mentioned, nnd agninst whom L
have been mueh cautioned,) they are much
satisfied with their titles, and with the im-
portance which they procure, differently
from the new Colonel from the West.”

Behold the pure essence of sclfishness,
mixed with the most refined malice of hy~
pocrisy! What principles, what logic, ané.
what objects! Then *¢ bedause the rick.
becomes powerful, becnuse the man of ran).
becomes indirect!y influential, and because .
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the titled men are comntented with the im-
povtance which theiv titles proeure, the
(:f.'celleinl patriot must be pugs ve, aud
give up to slavery, to deceitful oppression,
to physgical and moral listress, the other
99 poriions of his countrymen. Such n
daetrine :ned such sentiments disseminated
in Russin by the Jorraal, wonld mise it to
the greatest credit with the Auteerat
Nichelas.

SBa: that periodieal is not yet satixficd
with this, and goes further in ity ardor
agaiust the Cubung whe strive to shake
off the opprobrions yuke of their servi-
tude; an | this avdar joinel to its zeal for
the Ziber:al iunstitutions of Spain which
prevail in Cuba, cavey him away so, that
it doubts of the right of the people to
rebel against the tyvant, beeause, saysthe
Journal in the fullness of itswisdom, ¢ the
Guvernment has mst broeken its compaet ™
S thut necorling to this new doctrine.
the slave is not entitled to procure his
emancipation, while the master does not
increase oy multiply his rigones. .
What principles, what philosophy, und
what lugic, we repeat!

“ Bducation is the basis of liberty.” says
the auther of the comummpication, A, 8.7,
and he says an eternal truth; although
thit does not cunble the peuple to become
free, and ¢ lucite themselves, But it lays
duwn the principle ns abslute, in order
to draw therefrom, by its ingzenuity, the
false inference that *¢ the peaple mnst be
elucated Dbefore they obiain  liberty.”
Ace mling to this priuciple oppressed us.
tions woul Lnever, ur very late, emancipate
the nselves ; beeanse it i clear that the
oppressurs will exert themselves to keep
from the people this elcmount of tiberty,
indispensavle, according tv the supposi-
tion of the Jowrnal. Let the author of
the conumunication have the gouduess to
suy to us,—when he thinks we way ob
taun liberty in Cuba, if we cuntinue to
live nuder the diseipline of tyranical
Spain, when we are sv little mivanced now,
after thmee centnries aned a half tuition.
that he does not find as it for liberty §
It ix not oup of the purpuse here to men-
tion the very wise direction of a father who
prohibited his son ¢ from enteriug into
the water before he knew how to swan.”

And with respect to what relates to
other vaviony points of the article of
A, 8.7 as far instance the backward con-
dition of the American people who becanje
free from the yoke of Spain, nul other
general sbservations, I beg leave to intro-
duee an extract from the Roze Riner
Jeffersomunian of the Slst October ultima,
which is very apropos, and suitable to the
occasivn, it is the following :—

ROCK MINER JEFFERFONIAN, ocToBER 31at
1849 fuE PRINCIPLRS AND ACTF,
.. The recent attempt of Cuba to

take her place as an imlependent State,

has hrousht forth from  the © Coustitu-
tivnel™ of Paris,the assertion that:* we nve

hound by the treaty entered into in 1826,

between Franee, England, and the United

Stut x, to guarantee to Spain the posses-

sion of that Ixland. and (o secure to the

nntions «igning. the perpetunl uentiatity
of that important colony.” Tere we sco
plainly the allinnce formed with monar-
ehice! powers, for the supnression of Libe-

val institutions, by the Whig Cabinets «f

Ay and Clay—the essence of the great

::uml:nuuutnl ductrines ol the Whiy T»I:l'.-

urm. -

¢-Nor wag this all In the year 1825, was
held at Paneame, the great American Cou-
gress, and in wihich Mr. Adams wax so
wuch interested for our government, or
more properly s) eaking, the Whig views
to be represented. I the Congress, the
invagion of Cuba and Porte Rico was re-
solved upon, by the combined foices of
Mexico wnd Columbia, nud was given up
ou nceount of the opposition made to ithy
the Unitrd Stutes Government. through
their Minister at Colwmbia, aud the notes
of Mv. Clay to the vepresentatives of the
United Stves nt Baropesu Courts. .
Mer. Adams himself says in his message,
* the condition of the Islands of Culv and
Purto Ricu is of deeper import, and more
immedinte bearing upon the present inter-
ests and fatnre prospeets of our Unjon
The correspon lence herewith transmitted,
will show how enrnestly it has engaged
the attention of this gevermment.  The
invasion of bath those Islands by the Uni-
sl forces of Mexico and Columbia, is
avowedly among the objeets matured by
the beligerent states at Panama.  The
convalsivus to which, fram the peculivr
compositions of their population, they
would be linble in the evelit of such au in-
vagion, and the dunger therefrom rvesuls-
ing of theiv falling “ultimately into the
hanids of som= LEureopran powcr other
than Spain, will not adwmit of our lovking
at the consequences to wh ch the Congress
of Panami may iead, with iudifference. It
i unnceessary to enlarge upon this tapie,
or tusay more than a IT onr efforts in re-
ference to this intevest will be to preserve
the existing state of things.”

This diplemacy is worthy of Richelien
or Metteruich in their palimiest dnys, and
never shanld liave been written in tho
Buglish language, that idiom of freemen.
How different from the bulil nervous style
of his suceesgor.  « Come whaut wwy, the
cxplanation which France demands can

never bo. accorded; .and mo armament,
lowever powerful and imposing, at s dis-
tance or on our coast, will, I trust, deter us
from discharging the high duties which
we owe to our constitucnis, our national
character, and to.the world.”

But Jackson never had been nursed at
Kingly courts, nor learned the duplicity
of epistolary statesmnnship in Gallic
tongue fromn Cears and Emperors—itsounds
too wmuch like tho shrill report of the
backwoodman's rifle, in contrast to the
round irain fired from the polished
muskets of the Gend'arms..

Since that period more than 500,000
Afrieans have been brought from the coast
to those Islands, nlove; and’ the curse of
slavery, the grouns of the middle passage,
and the horrors of & deadly traftic to sd
many beings—the sacrifice of human life
and property in guarding that charnel-
house of furcigners the African coast,areall
to be nttributed to that paragon of Whigs,
the hypocritical sympsthiser of the.dmistad
captives, John Quincy Adams, and the
broken-bank roulette politician Ienry
Clay. These are expressions which an ex-
amination of the subject will more than
swareant, both by the instructions to the
American Minister of Columbia, and the
tripple nlliance to keep human beings un-
der the despotical, soul-destroying guvern-
ment of Spain. Look at the case of Com.
Porter, court-martialed and driven from
the navy for rescuing his lieutenant from
the hoard of a piratical set, and gallantly
carrying their fortress, because by the
treaty stipulations the consent of France
and England should have been had.
Compared to such mcen the treason of Burr
is n redeeming vivtue, and the desigus of
Arnold but n return to loyalty. These
are: the names under whom they would
marghal their liosts in this day of liberal
feeling, anl dare tell to the constitueunts
of this Union, that they are opposed to
slavery.”

From what precedes, two truths, among
many vthers, evidlently appenr, whi¢h arc
supported by nuthentic fucts. The first
is, that the administration of John Quiney
Adnms in 1826, fullowed « policy contrary
to the spirit of the institations of the Le-
public, and contrary also to the liberal
sentiments which animated the founders
of the Union, and which werc always
cherizhed by the Antorican people. That
the manner in which that administration
acted was arbitrary and unjust before any
Republican and human tribunal, because

no treaty was existing, nor could with
proprioty exist, entitling them to oppose
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and sovereignty of which States or na-:
tions were acknowledged by the confed-,
eracy, and by several European powers,,
and which being at open war with Spain,
wero only providing for their natural de:,
fence when attempting tocarry their arms
to Cuba, » Spanish posscseion, and conse-,
quently the arsenal of their cnemy, situn-
ted nlmost on their own coasts—and pre-
sident Adams acted still more unreasona-
bly when he threatened with & declaration
of war those iufant and weak Republics,
shoots of .the grent trce planted by Wash-
ington, if they did not give up the under-
taking to redecm from slavery Cuba and -
Portorico, their sisters ; o noble and great
undertaking, which if crowned with suc-
cess, would have occasioned not only the.
complcte emancipation of all the Ameri-
oan populations afiticted with the Spanish
oppression, but the exomption of these
which wero already emancipated from the,
continual vigilance of Cubs, to be consid-
ered as their step-father. ’, Cubs, a8 @
Spapish coleny, may be compared to a
vulture lying in wait, furnished with all.
the meaus of worrying aud disgracing all
these young nations, 7The Spanish einis- .
garies harbyured in Cuba have animated’
the metropolitan party in the ancient’
colonies; hence the sceds of discord have,
been cnst and scattered among those peoplés,
fire-brands kindled in Cuba have been.
used to.occasion conflagrations in those
countries ; from Cuba, in fine, the gold,
and silter were drawn to foment’ civil,
war, and to cause floods of blood -to be. -,
shed during n gencration, by arraying,
brothers ngaingt brothers in mortal strife..
Facts, indisputable facts, ave the proof of .
all this. From Cuba, expeditious were.
made by the Spanish government; spies
nnd emissaries, happily some times caught
and panished, have been sent; from Cuba
pluns of invasion formed in Madrid were,
attempted to be exeguted ; from’ the very’
treasury of Cuba large sums of money
were extracted by order of the intriguing. .
covetous, and [rccording to public report,}.
very extensive dealer in human flesh,
Christina De Bourbon, with the intent of
reconquering old possessions. .
All these evils, and nany more which 1t
is impussible to cnumcrate, 8 iould not:
have been sustained, Liad not the Spanish |
' dyminion over Cubs nud Portorico bxis-,
ted ; for had Spain been deprived of that,
support,—~Spain, go deficientin resourges,;
and above all in marine strength, that the
Columnbian nud Argeuntine crnisers used.
to capture Spanish silips,sometimes under
the Morro, sometimes before Cadiz itself,
—Spnin, I say, would have renounced all

Columbia and Mexioco, the independency

4

hope of recovering its powet in Ametica,
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and would have entered into fair treaties
with the people who had become indepen-
dent; by which all the latter, as well as
Cuba and Portorico, free from fear from
abroad, would have devoted themselves to
their domestic concerns, and rapidly ad-
vanced to consolidation and prosperity,
and should now be powerful and enlight-
ened, and what is also desirable, exempt
from the insalts of unfair American peri-
odical writers.

The second truth, no less palpable
than the former, although detachad
from the extract inserted above, is that
Cuba and Porto Rico heing independent
or incorporated with Columbia, or annex-
ed to the United States, or wrested by
some forcign nation, [an event so difficait
and reinote, that ive ndmit it only as asup-
position to be discussed,] whatever the
destiny of these islands might be, if they
were detached from Spain,the negro trade
would immediately cease in them ; which
event should have taken place twenty two
g&')nra ago and wpwards, and more than

000 unfortuuate negroes who since
that time have been imported into both
colonies, would not have been snatched
from theiv country and condemned to a
perpetual and hard slavery. But what is
the cnse now? Altogether different: for
the negro trade with its pernicious and
Inmentnble consequences is jncreasing
there, becnuse, a3 we have repeated sever-
al times, and proved to demonstration by
arguments and positive facts, the Spanish
Government is interested therein; because,
as it is notorious to all by public re.
gort and belief, in England, "Cuba and

pnin, among the concerned in the infa-
mous negro trade are reckoned some of the
chief persons of the sacred royal family of
Bourbon, and becwuse that trade is legali-
zed by the Government of Cuba, on the
only condition that the ownersof the ves-
sels importing the cargoes shall sasert
that the slaves proceed from Brasil.

Now let us recapitnlate what we have
stated above. The injustice committed by
the Administration of 1826, against all the
countries emancipated from Spain in
Americn, and agninst Cuba and Porto Rico,
appears to me not only palpable, but also
the inexhaustible source of the evils which
Ihave mentioned ; and these must continue
unless the only remedy be adopted where-
by they may be cured. And let mot, in
vindication of anact so cruel, the subter-
fuge be resorted to, that it wns authoriz-
ed by the “right of one’s own preserva-
tion,” n right opefaing more in favor
of Mexico and Columbia than of the Uni.

ted States, unless the right of the strong-
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that one’s own preservation authorizes an
individual to push into the water his com-
panion, if tho board on which they seek
for safety cannot save them both from
shipwreck ; but was, perchance, thé Ameri-
can Union in such a situation as to be in-
duced to sacrifice, ns it did sncrifice, the
islands of Cubn and Porto Rico, and the
Republics of the Bouth, and more than'
1,000,000 Africans, and the principles of
liberty, justice, humanity, by opening a
source also of interminable calamities?
And whac policy is observed by the pre-
sent admministration, Row-a-days, when a-
gitated before the Tribunal of the people
of the great Washington ?

Let us be silent, and listen to the voice
of tiic defenders of humnnity in the sa-
cred enclosure of the temple of liberty,
erected by the elevated minds of the im-
wmortal Washington, Jefferson, and other
fathers of the Union.

MarcerLo Erna.

—_— —

Cuba

’
AND “THE JOURNAL OF COMMERCE."

The engagement which the Journal of
Commerce hus oficiously taken upon itself;
the fulse and pornicions doctrines it pro-
claims in order to uphold its engngement ;
the audncity with which it presents inexnact
data and distorts the truth of facts in or-
der to sccure the objects it aims nt; and,
Instly, the hypocrixy of the character in
which this peper, that calls itself Ameri-
can, presents itself in the palestra of o
frec press in this country and in our nge
—nre all things too striking nnd impres-
sive to be allowed to go abroad without
nate—are facts too ginring to be con-
cealed from the correct apprecintion of o
discerning and enlightened public.

To ecall licentious those who nspire to
political freedom, and qualify as disorga-
nization the enterprise of those who rise
up for the conquest of their rights; to-
disfigure with colours of disorder, anarchy
and ruin the imposing picture of a liberal
and just revolution—are the nrms of ser-
vile egotism against the progress of en-
lightenment and the spirit of republi-
canism.

Invoking respect for the Iaw; recom-
mending a course of moderntion nnd pence;
sanctifying the blessings of order and re-
signation —is the minsk aud armor with
wiiich the enemy of humapity shields him-
self——the grovelling vice of egotism, which
is more contemnptible than any other pas-~

est be preferred. Bome admit, I know,

sion that lurks in the heart of mar.

And these are exactly the armor, the
shield and the mask which this model-
paper, apostle and preacher of Christian
charities, this Journal of Comv.nercc has
assumed in a struggle which it defends
tooth and nail, agaiust the true interests
of the republic, of the American conti-
nent, and of oppressed bumanity.

What is it to that jouranal, though the
industrinl classes of Cuba knead their
bread with their tears? What imports it
to that journal that the people of these
United States pny double the price for
many articles of first necessity, as sugar,
tobacco, and others? What does it care
though every soul breathing in Cuba is,
on an average, weighed down by the enor-
mous contribution of nearly furty dollars
snnually ? Does it take any interest in
the fact that the farmers of these United
States do not sell at better prices and
cannot multiply manifold the amount of
their exports in flour and grain; on sc-
count of the exorbitant duties levied on
their productions in the Island of Cuba?
Is it aggricved by the fuct that the people:
of Cubi have to pay double the price that
they ought to pay for every srticle im-
ported there from these United States; and
that the industrial classes of this country
are thus deprived of a market for the
fruit of their toil, and to augment their
exportation ? Why should that jouranal
complain because the merchant marine of
the United States now-a-daysemployed in
the Havanna trade, small as it is, hns
every year to contribute to the govern-
ment of Spain the enormous sum of nearly
$400,000 in tonnage, and that the number
of vessels and men whbo at present find
employment in that occupation does not
double, as it certainly would do were the
enormous charges and scandalous restric-
tions to disappear, with which that go-
vernment grinds to the dust the commerce
of the United States with Cuba?

And lastly, in order to compress the
whole, and not to tire our patience by
heaping questions,—what interest does
that journal take in the fact that a mithon
of our fellow-meu incessautly and without
respite ave trodden down with every sor
of vexation, and that the torrent which
threntens to overwhelm thousands of indi.
vidunls and families in one common lot of
misery and despair, is daily, is hourly
swelling and augmenting ? None—none
whatever. All this is nothing, is & mere
bagatelle to that egotist journal. Aec-
cording to the views of men of this class,

the slightest possible risk, the smallest
probubﬁity threatening to interfore with
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must besacrificed *“As acolony of 8pain,”
they say, “she answers all our purposes
in respect to trade, without the trouble of
defending her; and it is for our interest
that she should remain as she is.”
far away from cvery’great and generous
sentiment, how ignorant of the true inte-
-| rests of his own country which he feigns
to defend, must that man be, who can give
expression to such thoughts, to such
views! And these are the truly noble
sentiments, these are the exact and

How

ust
views which the benighted Journal of
Commerce has been propounding to its
readers in oue of its editorials, when it
bégan to lend itself agninst any move-
ment in the Island of Cuba! 1tis a mat-
ter of extyeme regret to be obliged to hold
up to merited contempt such failings as
theso; but it is necessarily done, for the

just cause of a whole people cannot be

permitted to become the football of every
addle-brain or malicious hypocrite who
may take a notion to kick it about in his
displeasure.
What, then, does the Journal of Com-
merce leave to be doue by Don Angel Cal-
deron de la Barca, and by La Crénica, the
worthy organ of the government, and the
Minister of Her Catholic Majesty of all
the Spains and Indies ?
The cause of Cuba is a matter that lies
near to our heart, and one in which many
thousands of oppressed families take the
most lively interest; it involves conside-
rations of the highest moment, and well
deserves the defence all its true friends
are able to sustain; and I know I do not
stond alone, when I consider it my duty
to enter the lists with any one who attacks
it, whether from ignorance, or from ma-
levolence, or any other selfish motive. It
is this, also, which impels me to-day to
occupy myself exclusively with the Jour-
nal of Commerce, whose tortuous conduct
and systematic attacks on the cause of the
Island, I have been watching closely, with
keen apprehension, for many months past.
The articles which we find recently in-
serted in that paper as communications,
are full of errors, and on a par with the
gross insincerity of the writer, notwith-
standing his show of purity of mind, and
the ex-cathedra tone to which he endea-
vours to rise. Let us to-dny establish one
example alone: we allude to the Inten-
dent of Havanna. What man, pretending
to any ncquaintance at all with the car-
rent affairs of the Island, which the writer
of said communication to the Journal ar-
rogntes so much of to himself, can or
ought Lo be 80 ignorant of the true cause
which has for so many years maintained

any one of their present enjoyments—the
highest interests of humxnft , all, all

Befior Pinillos in that post, and which the

o ——{
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Journal, at least, ought to have better
known, if it is not altogether dead to any
unquestionable proofs advanced in Lu
Verdad. Itis well known, anl published
in the strcets as an authentic fact, that
Setior Pinillos is petnined iu his office
¢ beecause hie understands better and more
thoroughly than any other person how to
milk that cow of Cuba,”—reason enough
for the merchants of England, in their ne-
gotiations for the tonu they made to Spain,
to stipulate that Schior Pinillos should not
be removed from his charge as Intendonte.

Why docs the writer of these cominuni-
cations, when he labors o hard in proving
to us that the government of Spain em-
ploys indizcriminately natives of America
and of Earope, not also cite the example
of Don Aungel Calderon de la Barea, whoe
was born in America; and Gencral Que-
sada, born in Ifavauna, whom the penin-
sular Spaniards dragged throngh the
strects of Madrid on account of his abject
servility ? llave we not also here exam-
ples of eerviceable democrats, without
whom the whigs cannot do, who are not
turned out of olfice ?

The sallugion made to the Committee of
Improvements [Junia de Fermento] is ab-
surd; and the Journal or its corvespon-
dent knows very little of the affairs of
Cuba, or care very little for obtuining
correct information, when they afbrmn that
that corporation favers sud advances
emigration of white persons. There is
notone native of Cubke who dues not know
that some members of that Junta are in-
terested and hold large shares in the
expeditions which are every year dis-
patched to Africa in search of slaves, and
that the others are cither cowed down by
the preponderant influence of these same
individuals, the owners preparing these
cxpeditions, or at lcast are compelled to
a collusion in the eame. And it is also
within the knowledge of every Cubanm,
that saild Junta, by all means in its power,
and through its transcendent influence,
has rendered nugatory the immigration of
white persons; while at the same time it
strives to keep up appearances, as if it
sought to advance and protect the same.
Nor is there one Cuban who does not
know that the source of all the pecuniary
wealth of that corporation actuaily is the
Ecople of Cuba, and that this wealth iz by

argain and sale secretly farmed out nc-
cording to the capricious pleasure and
interested views of the Captain General,
and thosc of the members of that same
Junta, without any other consideration
whaterer.
MarceLo ETNA.

ARTICLES ON
Cuba,

AND THE “JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.”

Fualfilling my promise of answering the
ohgervations, which in some numbers of
the ““ Journal of Coimmerce” have been
published in respect to the statistics of
things in the island of Cuba, 1 Legin by
sctting forth anew that part of the commu-
nication to which I intend confining myself
in the ccurse of this article, and which
appeared in the “Journal” of the 12th
instunt, adding to the same in continua-
tion the consus of the year 1774 up to 1841,
which I copy from a pamplilet published
by Don Jusé Antonio Suco, in the year
1845, by the title of * The suppression of
the trade in African slaves in the 1sland of
Cuba.”—The part of the communication I
refer to, reads as follows ¢

[For the Journal of Commerce.}
CUBA.

“The last census taken was in 1840.—
The whole perulation was therein stated
to be about 1,624,600, (*) and nearly divid-
ed between the whites and colored. But
this was notoriously incorrect. For in-
stance, the city of * Irincipe,” formerly
the judicial capital of the 1sland, was put
down at less than 50,000, whilst the previ-
ous census of 1227, made it 49,000, The
writer appesled to a very well informed
citizen ot the place at the time, and wns
assured that the population had slightly
increased. This fuch is given to justity the
assertion thut the census of 1840 was mise-
rubly defective, as well ag to justify his
then estimnte upen data since mislaid, that
the total number of white inhubitants was
600,000 ; free blacks, 150,000; and slaves,
450,000. The increase has since been morae
wiuong the whites then among the blacks;
for whatever truth may attach to the re-
ports of the renewal of the slave trade un-
der the present Coptain General, it is cer-
tain that it was dune upou a limited scale
in 1840-'45, axd that the encouragement
and aild offered by the government anl
the  Junta de Fomento,” [a sort of Board
of Improvement and Public Works] to the
immigrant whites from Spain, the Cann-
ries, and other islunds, have added quite
a respectable nuwber to its lubouring

(*) That the writer of the commnnica‘lon s2y3 himsell
in one of the eulesfuent passages ind. ces ns {o fnfer that
ihere must be kome fncxactuess in the priating, and that it
ought to 1ead 1,260.00, Bul whother we read that pumber
or u8 it is printed LU21,000 there Is llvm{s a groas mistake
chargealle either to (e “ Jonrual ™ or 1i8 correspundent ;
Yecuuse veither the one nor the other cyphering iy correst.
Kot to bs tae hard on the * Journal” we will rufer to the
more favurablo number 1,210,0X), as thatsppears to have

been the true intention of the author, aud not the other.
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white population. It may not be ount of
the way to estimate the present popula-
tion of the Island at 1,800,000 ; of these
nearly, if not quite 800,000 reside in Ha-
vana, which is only 60,000 beyond the es-
timate of 1840; nnd the vast incrense of
the suburbs of that city [the part within
the walls hias long xince been covered with
buildings,] within the last ten years will
fully justify this estimate.”
CENSUS OF CUBA.
Celored Totalof Grand

Years, Yhite. Slaves. fre..  Colored.  Total,
4,233 0,047 75,19 17.5:0
84,550 51,152 TH712 Z7eom
195,145 134,798 817 ndang
236,42 105,404 82426 7449
435,465 1508 A3 100762t
335,679 144,20 475008 G2

Seiior Suco is generally considered one
of the most respectable nuthorities in mat-
ters concerning Cuba; but neither in the
foregoing extruct nor in any other of Lis
writings, nor in those of other writers of
no less weight than his, is there a census
to be found that represents the total popn-
lation to bLe 1,240,000, according to the
reading of the ** Journal;” nor is there
one, who allows Cuba a population of 600,-
000 white inhabitants, and 606,000 colordd
persons, as the smine periodical wants to
muke us believe ; and finally, there is cer-
tainly no census published in 1840 in exis-
tence. ’

I iucliné to the belief that the error
committed by the writer of the communi-
cation, in supposing that the white popu-
Iation of Cubn amounts to the number of
600,000, was caused by the cstimate you,
Messrs. Editors, some time ago set forth,
of the number of free inhabitants, whom
You showed to be ground to the dust by an
annual contribution ainounting to thirty
dollars per head.

I do uot want to wrangle with the vene-
rable correspondent for his having erro-
nevusly cited a census of 1840, which docs
not exist, instend of the census of 1841,
which is its true date; but when I have
to read that there really exists any statis-
tical publication of Cuba, in which the po-
pulation is set down at cither 1,240,000 or
1,024,000, I can pronounce on the same-
nothing clse than that the assertion is an
act of heedleszuces or of sheer ignorance,
Coucerning the ineovrcctness in said cen-
8us s8 the corresponslent alleges, I do not
vouch for the exactitude of that document ;
but as the census published in 1846 is ob-
noxious, I am inclined to believe, that the
sapient correspondent has shot a hole into
the moon. Such mwust of necessity be the
short-comings of a man, who either does
not undersland the business which he ua-
dertakes, or is blinded by passions.

In respect to the importation of Afri:
eans, which he presumes as having been
very trifling in the years from 1540 to
1845, tlte business then being practised as
smuggling, (**) we cnunot enrselves pro-
duce the exact number of them imported,
nor will we insist in usserting ov proving
that the smugglivg in of them was carvied
on, un a large scale; the confession mnde
by the correspundent suflicing us and an-
swering nll our present purpuses. Never-
theless, in order to!enuble the public to
judge these mutters correctly in general,
and te foot up an estimate approximating
as much as pussible to truth, we will ob-
serve that the proportion of the male slave
population in the year 1827, was to the fe-
mafe sex as 207,954 to 115,820, This is
the proportion between the two sexes of
the slave pepulation in the island of Cuba,
ever known as nearly appronching to par;
for before the year 1820, 1u which the slave
trade with Afrien was declared illegal,
there very rarely arrived in a ¢argo of500
Africans more than from 40 to 50 femnles ;
uud we are bovne out by the fucts, that be-
fore that date there were 50 male #laves
for every female, and that before the Eng-
lish eruisers began pursuing with eareand
assiduity the whole muaritime slave traf-
fic, the convenielice of imperting n greater
number of African femnles was never
thought of in Cuba. Giving full weight to
this cnormous dispropertion between the
two sexes of the slave population, nnd con-
sideriug the many other draw-backs and
incouveniences which the condition of sla-
very threws into the way of a thriving
domestic slave procreation, and thatin or-
der to sustain the same equality of num-
ber for the slave populativn, [not tospenk
of an incrensc of it}, if it is not admitted
that they must have been smuggled in from
Africa, whence then in all conscience did
all the negroes come, who have progres-
sively swelled the number of slavesasit ig
observed in Cubn? In a pamphlet, which
you, gentlemen,. published * on Annexa-
tion,” you very rensonably calculated, that
in order to mnintain any certain number
of slaves statiounary, so that the same do
not decrease, it is necessary at the lowest
estimation, to import ut least five per cent
annually of that number to make up the
losses by denths continually ocenrring.

Applying this mode of calculation to
the number of nearly £00,000 s)a ves, which
existed in Cuba in the year 1827, and not-
ing that we now count as many as 460,000,

(#%) Naw-a-dayn it is & Jawfrl troflio: at least, ftis
pormitied. as fong us an cxpedition can be made to appear
as coming fromn Bruzil,  That is tho way they have leguliz-
ed it: the trde is prilic. and some eargoes g:n been svld
before the eyes of all the world. .o

.
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it is clear that in the course of less then
one generation, no less then 800,000 other

Africans must bave been jimported, mere-
1y to replace the annual deficiency as it
accrued. This of course lies beyond the
ken of that venerable corvespoudent, and
of the most Christinn Journa/, in the gene-
rous pbser\'utious they indulge in, when
cxpatinting on the excrucinting sufferings
with which » whole million of vur fellow-
men are trodden down without remeorse
and without respite.

In answer to what the same correspon.
dent attributes to the beneficient influcnce
of the mis.called Junta de Fomeuto,
{Board for Public Improvement], in the
matter of the colonization of a white popu-
lation in Cuba, let us compare what were
the propositivns made by Sciior Goicurin ;
which were thoze of Senor Zulueta; mui
which ultimately were more preferred
and acted upun by that celebrated corpo-
ration.

Of the propositions of Sefior Goicuria,
the report speaks sufficiently at lavge,
which was drawn up by the Commission
appoiuted by the corporation of Ifavannn
for the purpose of having them examined
and reported on; and it uppears to be very
much to the point (for the greater satis-
faction of your readers ns well as for that
of the Journal and its correspondents,)
here to transcribe a few of the paragraphs
of that report.  We select the following :

“In cffcet, what is it, what Goicurin
proposes? e asks permission to bring
over to the island German aud Scoteh Ca-
thalics, and with them to found a colony
commuuity, assigning them waste landas,
and establishing them according to cer-
tain conditions previously accepted by
themn. In this there is nothing that is not
Iawful, not uscful; a distribution of lands
is certainly permitted, according to the
different kinds of contracts which are ve-
cagnised by our laws. The introduction
of forcign Catholics, proceeding from
friendly uations is »lso permitted by the
Royal Statute of 1817, an eternal monu.
ment of the enlightened policy of Ferdi-
nand VII, and there is not a single objec-
tion to be raised to the conditions Seior
Goicurin proposes to make with the immi.
grants, s long as the shme may be freely
acceded to by them. The project surely
deserves the approbation of the guvern-
anent, and algo the gratitude of his fellow-
‘cluzcng."

. Befior Goicurin pretends to no exclu-
sive privilege, which could in any way be
.obpnxlous to the country; he proposes no
gricvous conditions to be acceded to by any
one, and in these circumstances there ex-

ndmission of his enterprise, but he ought
by all means to be encouraged aud nssist-
ed in its exccution. The unly thing he
nsks xs,.tlmt the Royal Junfa de Fominio,
graut him a bonus of 125 doliars for ench
white European colonist, ho conceding
the.m ) pnstpon:;lnent of payment as soon
a8 in any year the number v i -
o 50{); r of colonists ex

s Fru‘m what we indicated above, it will
be rendily perceived that we never have
been in favor of investing thd public funds
in the transportation of uny species of co-
lonists whatever; but as this opinion is
by no menns generally admitted ; and ns
we have before us the example of different
contracts that have been concluded for the
effecting an immigration of colonists, we
canuot suppress our opinion, that of all
countracts of that description which ever
came to our knowledge, none unites 8o
many sdvantnges as that now presented by
Seior Goicurin.”

“ Andif your Escellency compare this
with the contraet recently permitted for
the !m'port.:\tion of Asiatics in this island,
you wiil at a glance vbscrve, that there is
au enormous disproportion between a Ger-
man or Biscayan or Scotch colonist on
the one hand, and an Asiatic on the other.
The former are men of cxcellent make,
strong, robust, civilized, accustomed to
work, brought up to good morals and to
religiou ; while, on the other hand, the
latter js a creature of a differont class,
wenk, incflicient, withont edueation, and
wanting in all training to useful labor.

* We eannot anderstand how these ine-
qaalities can have been overlooked ; as,
in our actual state, and for the objects
the government and our pre-eminent men
propuse to themselves, ten Buropean co-
lonists introduced into the island of Cnba
are worth more, and more to be appre-
ciated, than » hundred Asiatics.

“ Moreover, there is also a great dis-
proportion in the bonus; the Royal Junts
pays one hundred and seventy doullars for
an Asiatic who, probably, is worth no-
thing ; and Goicurin asks only one hua-
dred and twenty-five dollars for & Eure-
pean, rebust and accustomed to work,

We huve noted with surprize, that in the
report of the Commission of the Royul
Junta, the solicitude of Sclior Goicurin is
made t!ve object of attack, and the alle-
gation is maintained that the project of
importing Asiatics was preferable ;—we
say with surprise, because we cannot con-
ceive what motives could have influenced
guch a determination.

*We repeat, that if we do admit the
view that colonists onght to be introduced,

ist, not only no inexpediency against the

there is none of the projects heretofore
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broached, 80 economic and gromising 80
yhany advantages as that of eiior Golcn-
tin; that his plan comprises a trial to
combine a farming population, and the di-
vision of labor for the eluboration of su-
gar, as is practised in Aundalucia, and, we
might add, in Frauce ond in the Philip-
pine Istands: and if it were for nothing
¢lse than for lending protection to those
trinl projects, it would not be inopportune
to invest in it some sums of money, whic
the country is sure to receive back after
produéing n large and profitable return.
* The opiniou of the subscribers, there-
fore, reduces itself to this; that Your Ex-
celloncy be plensed to inform Her Majesty
that the project of 3dfor Goicuria is use-
ful and sdvantageous to the Ruyal service
and is for the public good of the country
in its nctual state; and that there are few
if any objects in which some of the sums
of unoney which her Royal munificonce
grants for the advance of public improve-
ments in the island could Le so usefully

their true motives have been in conceding
the preference to the plan of colonising
with Asintics; but in.order to explain
this, it will be convenicnt to resolve
question, which is: What is the Rral
Junta de Fomento (Royal Board of Public
Improvements) 2,

In the first place, the Real Jnnta de
Fomento is formed of individunls sclected
by the government and subject to its

I | vmnipotent influcnce, which is equally

acknowledged by every member of every
other Board or Corporation throughout
Cuba, which are all bound by it. gl‘hey
are all men who get their appointments
to seats in these muck Boards, for the xole
purpose of sanctioning by their votes
whatever the supreme power may please
to dictate :
On the other hand, if any freedom of
opinivn and of disposing of uffairs is con-
ceded to the members of the Board of
Public Improvement, they certainly do
not employ the same in benefitting the

invested, as in the protection of this pro-
jected plan of establishing Earopean colo-
hies among us, in order tv estab ish furm-
ing communities jn which & trinl may be
made to divide Inbor, and to employ white
persons in the elnboration of sugnr.

« With these modificntions, we belicve
Your Excellency would bestow a blessing
on the country by not only voting in favor
of tie project, but nlso by recowmending it
efficiently to the kind cougideration of His
Esxcellency the President Governor and
Cnptain-General, nnd to the Royal muni-
ficence of our most excellent Gueen ; ans
jf this Report mects the approbation of
Your Excellency, that you will sign the
same; and by # certificd copy, nnd the
¢ransmission of our minutes, you will an-
swer to the officinl communication of His
Excellency the President superior Civil

dovernor, of the 3d day of last July. But

Your Excellency will resolve on the best
course to pursne. — Havanna,” &e.
This opinion, then, was given on the

project of Senor Goieuria, by n commission

chosen by the Municipnl Corporation of
viduals of | sation by civilised Europeans? The former:

IIavanna, and composed of jndi
exnlted illustration and rectitude. But
of what avail was this report? None at
all: an empty formula was gone through,
nothing move. The irrefengable reasuns

submitted by the commission, the manifest

advantages the plan of Goicuria presented,

were nll overlooked ; and the Roynl Junta

determined upon concluding the treaty
with Senor Zulueta, in order to over-
whelm us with barbarous Malays, instead
of giving us the assistance of civilized
Europenus.

community at lnrge,—who does not slect
them, can exact no accountability from
them, repases no confidence whatever in
thewn, and who staud to the Royal Board
in no other relation of interest than the
passive one of filling their individual
puckets with the enormous contributions
which are coutinually levied t& supply
funds for that Bonrd. Let any one take
the trouble of comparing the nominations
of the members of the LRoyal Board, with
the lists of those interested in the slave-
expeditions to Afviea, or in public con-

1| tracts and private enterprises, and he will.

discover in them their identical nampes.
Iu short, to compress the whole into &
nut-ghell, when the Board of Public Im-
provement .does not find itself compelled.
to proceed nccording to the express will
of the government,—they are, 8 8 eneral.
thing, sure to do so for the individual.
benetit of its several members.

If there is any oue who doubts these rea-
lities, 1ot us ask him—Why is it that colo--
nising barbarous Asiatics and Yucatan In-
dians is preferred to the plan of a coloni-

is preferrcd—-ﬁrst.ly,bccuuseit is the inte--
rest of the government to maintain, nAy,.
cven to increase the confusion of races in.
Cubn, and the diversity of existing politi-
enl and sccial intercsts; acting upon the
Machiavellic principle, which inculcates
the doctrine, ¢ Divide et impera,” [Divide
and be mnster.] Sccondly, because it is
also the individunl interest of many of the
members of the board, [all the while muk-

render nugatory every plan for establish-
ing colonies of white people,. in order. thas

However, We very well perceive what

ingn show of good faith and protection,] to .
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no other remedy may remain but to pro-
ceed in the teaflic with the Afvican slave,
in which they nre individunlly interested
a8 ship-owuners, stock-oswners, or as ngents
ef a certuin nugast lady cmpresaria or
slave-dealer. Aml we wouhl further ask
them—Why o they divert from their just
destigation, [we mean real improvements
of the country.} these funds which are
wrang feom the hard-earning and industvy
of the people of Cuba, and employ no in-
considerable portion of them in favoring
enterprise fureign to ity ohjeed, as that is
of a line of ocean-stesiners from Cadiz Lo
the island of Cula ? They do go, most cer.
tainly, beeause among the member< of the
royat board, or theiv out-sile friends and
hangers-on, there ave alwayasuch 2 have
a goedly sem at stake in that enterprice,
cither for themselves, or for acertain well-
known erowned Lady specalator,

Al finally, I would ask every one who
tike the Joverial endenvars to puil the be-
neficent efficiency of that corporation :
What application is meule by the bourd of
the swin of 21804800 in any way, ofany use
to the people =t large, who every year have
to pay the same into the moncey-chest of the
boaed?  Wihere are those public baillings
and establishments, these wonderful -
provements, which are dwelt upon with so
mueh quthority, and have no other exis-
tance but an the tungues of a pack of gub-
crnatorial officials, hangers-ou, aud oflice-
seckers? ls it heeause the board grants
some small amvunt to some company {or
the construction of a vailvoad: Becouse it
advances fur a certain thme the use of a
small portion of that mouney, the people
vitally interested in such an undert.king
has had to contribute for the purpoxe ot
forming the capital of that boavd 2 Beeanze
it caploys some Africvns detained in the
honse of detention of runaway slares, [de-
posita de Cimarrones,] in vepairing bally,
(it they even do that mueh,] rome short
extent of a pubilic road, or some staggeric g
bridge, or sume canseway, as soon as there
is vither a wmember in that board or in its
afiiliations. who has a persons) interest ia
such a work, and therefore obtans jii—
Grand works indeed! But who pays for
them? Do not the owners of those runa-
ways pay for them, as in ovder to get them
back from the house of detention of such
runaways, the master has not only to pay
for the recapture of his slave, but also for
his maintenance during his detention ?—
But why tire ont the patienee of my indul-
gent readers anlmy owu, by the repetition
of such interminable comments on ti'z
same subject 7 1t woull be conceling to
the views of our opponents a weight and
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cannot have in the eyes of any one who is
ouly slight(y initinted andacquainted with
the real essence and spivit of {hat bourd,
and the sources from which it devives its
inceme. AL of which. ought in justice, to
he published by the impartial correspon-
dent of the Jouraal or its editors, in ovder
to reader their work complete, * * *
Marcitro Erva.

_

Spain and Cada.—Frgland and
Canada.

The contraat which pain compared
with England exhibits in yespeet to their
colonics hecomes every day wore glaring,
more shocking. 1t seems the foriner ling
proposcrd to nerselt a course altogether
diamervically opposed to that which the
latter discree!ly, und with great circum-
gpection has earved oub to herself to pur-
xie. Spaie, without any other counsel
than the sugzestions of her indomitable
haughtiness, vuly shortens the tevm of her
dominion over her youthful possessions ;
England prepares vetreating with her sov-
creiguty, lvsing nothing of her dignity
amd seenring advantages to hevself in the
very act of separation. Doth will very
shortly come to the determination of tlie
hald they mean to keep o their colonies,
and the results will then tell, whether we
are right or wrong in this matter. Mcan-
while we will thruw a hasty glance over
thie new points of contrast, that avises be-
tween the colonial pulicy of one and the
other mother-country, and which present
themselves to our views in the recent oc-
currences of which -our Tsland of Cuba
and Canadn have of late been the respec-
tive {lientves.

it che English colony there ia frecdom
of thought, freedom of speech, and free-
I dom of the pross, popular nssemblies and
private re-unions meet and openly discuss
the quest-on, whether i is expedient to
ideckire for indepeudence or for nuncxa-
tivn, or whether it jx preferable that the
country should remain in the connexion
in which it is at present.  The whole
press is engaged in the discussion of the
question without auy restrictions of any
kind, and new periodicals are established
for the propagation of the most liberal
opinions, an:d lo proclaiin with a stento-
rian voice, ecither independence or annex-
ation ag tiey prefer; and thea no scissors
irto he feared of a censor clipping any
written thought, still less the bowstring
af a vicervy thveatening to sitle the voice
in the thruat of & discoursing patriot.

an importance which they have not, and

.

Ouly o few days ago one of the assem-
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.which Canada is involved, and alive to

_ practicable

. THE. CUBAN

blies -wns publicly held .and convoked,
and celebrated with the coguisnuce and
full previous knowledge of the metropoli-
tan authorities, in which were publicly
and formally proposed rad nccepted,
among others, the fullowing resolutions:—

Resolved—That our present state of
colonial dependence cannot be pro-
longed, bub at the price of the sacrifice
of our most procious interests, and that
this meeting. considering the social,
commercial and political difficulties-in

the weight of the evils which oppress
our social cxistence, Dbelieves that the
mcasure capable of im-
proving our condition for ever, consists
in the praceable separation from Great
Britain with her consent, and in the
annexation of Cannda to the United
States of America. '

Resolved—That we promise and bind
ourselves, (forgetting past differences,)
most cordially to co-operate through
the means that may be most expedient
to the sccuring of the objects of our
association; and that we invite the
whole peoplo of Canada in general to
forni smiiar associations with the same
spirit of fraternity.

Resolved—That this meeting do now
adjourn to assemble again on the same
duy of next week, in the same place,
and at the same hour, for the purpose
of electing the officers of this associa-
tion.”

At the popular meeting in which
these resolutions were adopted, were
assembled about 500 individuals, al-
though the day and the hour were
rather inconvenient for the industrial
and wcreantile classes; and moreover,
a circumstance proving our argument—
among those assembled were various
members of parlinment, two council-
lors to the Qucen, and many respectable
Inwyers. The meeting was convoked,
did assemble, and terminated without
the slightest interference or opposition
on the part of the government; as
has been the case in many others for
similar purposes, and of a like cha-
racter. l

But on the other hand : what is dooe
in our unhappy country of Cuba ?

There, not only every thought and ex-
pression that hiave the appearance of

N
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but the assembly of more than three.
persons in public places, without the
previous licence of the public authori-
tics first obtained, is by law utterly in-
terdicted.

There the existence of an association
for any, the most circumseribed purpose,
and in any limited number of members
whatever, i3 considered o sufficient
cause for the promotion of n criminal
procecding, conseiuent  prosccutions,
arrests and condemuations. Nob very
long ago sceret inquisitions were sct a
foot at Matanzas, into the objects of a
purcly literary and domestic associa-
tion ; and quite recently, in these latter
days, a gymnasium was broken up in
the same city by order of government,
and the remains of its apparatus were
sent to serve as fuel in the public
prison.

There free speech is excluded from
all meetings of nuthorised societies,
literary, ccounomical or mercantile;
cven from the public tribunals, public
administration, the pulpit, nay, even .
from the miscrable platform of public
execution, if in an atom it devintes
from the approved style of deceitful
and vile adulations which the govern-
ment exacts. It is no longer than two
months ago, that the feeble-brained.but
insolent governor of Matanzas, (Fal-
guera,) publicly slapped the face of a
young man respectably connected, who
dared to defend his rights in the public
tribunal before this iniquitous judge,
whose mind was preoccupied in favor
of the adverse party.

There, if o man were to dare as-
cend a public platform for the pur-
pose of saying that there is a God and
an eternal judgment, he would descend
fr¢m that tribune with a soldier on each
side to lead him to a prison cell in the
castle, which he would never leave, ex-
cept for the purpose of mounting the
step3 of the scaffold. .

There the press does not alone sigh
nnder the gag of an irresponsible cen-
gorship, but the ministerial servants
charged with this service, practice ut
the same time the infamous trade of
informers, if in their jud%ment any.,..
writing presented to them falls into the

. > !
category of subversion of the order of

a tincture of liberalism, are condemned ;
8

things ; and o poor fellow indeed is then
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the author! Sefior Olafieta hasset us
more than one of these examples.

There, by a special law of quite re-
cent promulgation, the press is prohihi-
ted from inserting in its columns a #in-
gle paragraph savoring of an argument
of a public measure, while they arc
limited to copying the deformed news
which are published in the official
papers : and cditors are compelled to
comment on them in the sense, and to
the satisfuction of the government.
The writer of these lines has heen pub-
lisher and colaborator of several peri-
odicals in Cuba; and he has frequently
seen the sketches of laudatory, fulsome
articles written in the very habitation
of the Governor, and from there sent to
the press to he inscrted as cditorials.

There the government, not satisficd
with putting an cffective gag into the
mouth of every citizen and insinum-
ing its infamous spics into the privacy
of the domestic hearth, prohibits under
heavy penalties the circulution of every
periodical in which the true intcrests
of the people of Cuba are discussed.
It is not so very long since the case of
the steward of the American bark Childe
Harold occurred, who was charged
with the crime of having there impor-
ted our own journal. ‘The government
goes farther, it circumscribes the word
of the minister of God in a Catholic
temple. It is only three years ago. that
it ordercd all the copies of a certain
sermon which was pronounced in the
Church of Matanzas by an enlightencd
and respectable clergynan, to be col-
lected and buried.

There. finally, every nobleand spirited
sentiment is, in the eycs of the govern-
ment, an acquisition deserving of punish-
ment ; enlightenment a mmﬁ( ol suspi-
cion ; patrietism a crime; aspirations to
liberty, treason against the state ; and
political propagandism o erime to be
expiated only cither on the scaffold or
by the martyrdom of exile. Virtues
are congidered by those precious gover-
nors as the worst of vices; and the
most ahject adulation, and most ini-
quitous and cowardly denunciation, the
best accreditive for honorable distine-
tion. How many crosses and ribbons
Jow sparkle on many lreasts, be-
.stowed as the price of the possessor’s in-
tegrity, in this infamous trade!

But what other effect can all those
evils (which in the present sketch we
have rather indicated than enlarged on,)
produce on any people but constrain

them to conspire against their iniqui- .

tous oppressors ; even though that peo-
ple should possess the gentleness of o
famb, and all the patience of a Job ?

Thus it is that from the year 1823
up to this date conspiracies have fol-
lowed in rapid succession, as the link of
a cable-chain follows its fustening link;
and of course the number of their vic-
tims has continualy heen on the increase.
The cause of our liberty is already bap-
tized with hlood and tears; the prison,
the scaffold and foreign lands have al-
ready heen the accompanying scenery in
our political drama ; and in some of them
even poison has been resorted to, and
other means no less infamous.

We could here append a long list
of patriots, who, for their fove of Ciba,
have suffered tortures unto death;
but in attemping to do 50 we would be
sure to tear up the yetfestering wounds
of their grieving familics, and would
even compromise the security of many
other persons in Cuba, as. the govern-
ment there is always on the look ont,
and on the slightest suspicion is ready to
launch out its hoands to hnnt up its
game,¢ which rarcly escapes its clat-
ches. Nevertheless as we have already
snid, we repeat hereagain that the na-
mes of hundreds of such unfortunate
persons have been published by the

. press in Cuba as well as in this eountry,

and we invite the most liberal and most
cquitable Jowrnal of Commerceto point
out nmong them one single name beloug-
ing to that contemptibie class, to which
(a3 the “Journal,” in its publications,
with so much Christian charity asserts,)
all Cubans belong, who work so hard
for the purposc of shaking off the
odious yoke, that oppresses them.

—0—
The HEzpedition against Cuba.

The pretended expedition against the
Island of Cuba has attracted public
attention in an extraordinary degree,
The press has entered upon the dis-
cussion of the enterprise and repre-
scnted the affairs of Cuba according

L

to the interests some people have in
them, but, in general, in a& manner
which discloses & great lack of acquain-
tancé with the trueé condition of that
unhappy Island,—with the systematic
despotisin that evershadows all bLran-
ches of the government,—with the
golling contributions which oppress
its inhabitants,—with the ignominious
slavery they suffer. and the tendency
of the ovil continually to augment, and
the improbability of btaining any relief
at the hands of the government,—and
with the obstacles that  government
throws in the way of colunisation by
white people ; while, on the other hand,
it favors the importation of African sa-
vages, to be our executioners: all of
which has driven the inhabitants of the
Island of Cuba, who sce that the ruin
of their country is inevitable, to make
strenuous efforts for applying « remedy,
to sscure o mode of salvation; so that
ever since the year 1823 they have been
in continued violent commotion.

These arc the reasons why we have

“resolved to-day to discussthose mattors

in the columns of * La Perdad,” and te
present to our readers a picture (in mi-
niature, to be sure, buba true picture) of
the actual internal state of Cuby, in or-
der to enable them to decide—not whe-
ther the Creoles of Cuba are the most
corrupt race of this world, as the * Led-
ger of Philade’phia” unienerously and
gratuitously stigwatises them—but whe-
ther it is just to call them n nation of
ilheciles because they do not rise on
their own responsibility aud cause them-
selves to be butchered in vain, instead
of secking for hélp and guarantees of
ultimate success, when they feel them-
selves trodden down by a fureign army
and threatened by government with
arming and hunting againgt them the
negro slaves; and that, even, when they
themselves ure destitute of every thing
in the shape of nrms.

In respect to the proclamation and
measures of thegovernment of the Uni-
fed States relative to this pretended ex-
pedition, we repeat, that if it has
well-founded reasons for such, it bhas
fulfilled its duty in devising measurcg
to uphold existing treaties of the go-
vernm>nt, and prevent its neutrality be-
inginfringed ; but we repeat at the same
time, that to this ind this alone its ob-
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ligations are to be confined, when look-
ing up to the more sacred ones existin
between nations und governments; an
it has not alone to circumscribe its ac-
tions to the more strict construction of
its obligations, but it has to go further:
it must divest of nll harshness of disposi-
tion and rule, whatever may conflict with
any considerntion of public opinion and
with the principles professed by the
American people.

In the same position, we have €aid,
and, if bnything, more manifestly so,
stand all  siatesmen, all men of
science, and the whole American
press. Is there, indeed, o single citizen
of the Union who would not blush for
shame, if he were to do an act tending
to render despotism in any part of the
world more sccure? And more: can
there be found one of them who would
not feel disgraced if he were to commit
an nct runnisg counter to republican
ideag ? Impossible : no true fullower of
Washington can place himself in such
& humiliating position. ’

But we wish not to be considered as
ssking anything but what is just. If
there are any o?the opinion that the in-
corporation of Cuba with the United
States is prejudicial to the latter, he is
in honor bound to say so, and to speak
oub with that frankness whicl charbe-
terizes o free people.  If there are such
as think in good faith, that in the Cu-
bans there is vo disposition inclining in
favor of Independence; if there are
such as are persuaded that there are
not sufficient elements in them, and that
Spain is too powerful ; if, finally, there
arc any who feel convinced that it
would not be the utmost impropriety
to deny to the Cubans the justice they
possess in endeavouring to accomplish
their freedom ;—we will approve of their
candid professions, and with the same
frankness discuss and refute such posi-
tions. But we ask from the government,

"as well as from the press, that a misap-

plied zeal, disaffection, personal inter-
ests, or ignorance of the true state of the
matters in question, shall not impel
them to any acts that would prejudice
the sacred cause of the freedom of na-
tions. Let the government tell us that
international law does not permit of
such or such an act between this and
that nation. Let the press, the org
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of partizans and of public opinion, say
that-thc annexation of Cuba is expe-
dient or inexpelient for the American
Union ; that government in this or that
case must follow such or such a course
in consonance with the constitution and
laws of the country ;—but can it be that
among men of the press there should be
any pretending that the courageous ef-
forts of the Cubans are criminal ; that
the sympathics which some show in fa-
vor of [reedom for Caba, should he stig-
matized as pirney by the same men who,
in the same breath, inscribe the same
sympathies npon their banners in fa-
vor of the sclt same people, one day for
that of France. another for Italy or for
Hungary, another for Greece; in short,
for any nation that ever struck for li-
berty!  Can the enterprise to liberate a
country in Ameriea he set down as fol-
ly, decried as Quixotic, and ranged

-among things impracticable, when we

have hefore our eyes the very example
of the United States, of Culumbia, of
Mexico, of Central Ameriea, Buenos
Ayres, Chili and Peru! I8 it just to
treat the Cubans as a knot of imbeciles,
whenin the alternative hetween oppros-
sion cver after, and making fruitless
racrifices by rising destitute of arms,
on the ome hand: and secking for the
sinews of war al for assistance to make
the insurrcction on the other, with
every probailitiy of* finul and com-
plete sucees-— they elect the latter
course? Can we Delieve Spain, whose
credit stands lower in the seale than
that of thie most insignificant of the
young South American republics, pow-
erful enough to aveid the loss of the
colony of Culm, after we have witnesed
the enfranchicement from her grasp of
all her vast possessions in this New
World 7 In truth, such views surprise
us; hecause if they do not prove the
utmost of malevolence, they certainly
prove the weakness of the human heart,
the power of passion lahoring under one
influence or another of interest, or a
palpable aberration of the human un-
derstanding,

Fortunately only one American peri-
olical. [the ¢ Ledxer of Philodclphia,™)
has added to the weakness an unmeri-
ted insult to a whole people. We cx-
cuse oursclves from auswering its
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diatribes, as our silence will be more
clorjuent for it than words.

¢ Liherty to Spain, and chains for the
colonices,” has always been, and still
continues’to be the sworn motto of all
cabinets of every color, of every epoch
and every cireumstance, at the conrt of
Spain. - And therefore many candid in-
habitants of Caba, when lamenting the
progress of liberalism which has been
clfected in the Metropolis, but has re-
sultesl only in an increase of our op-
pression, recolleet with regret the time
of Calomarde, in which, while beyond
the seas there reigned the most illimi-
ted absolutism, we in Cuba wore less
heavy chains than those which we now
are dragging, while they in Spain have
now sccurcd to themsclves the bless-
ings of 2 constitution, and of a repre-
sentative government.

But 1at us proceed to proofs. Among
thousands which we could adduce in
eupport of our positions, let us mark,
first, that which the iniquitous cabinet
of Madrid has just perpetrated on us in
the new revisiom on the laws of custom-
dutiex, which, while it relieves the pro-
ducts of foreign countries on their im-
portation into the Peninsula, adds to
the charges which alrealdy oppress its
colonics in America.  For the conven-
fence awl instruction of such of our
rewdors as hiave not yet had the guod
luck of heeoming aequainted with this
stupendous act of Spanish legislation,
we take the trouble of copying it
here im its principal points, word for
word.

REFORMATION OF THE TARIFFS.
A praject of Law.

¢ Articlo 1st.—The government will
reform the actual tariffs onimportations
in the kingdom, of dry goods, fruits
aud merchandises from forcign countries
and {rom our possessions in ultrawmar,
aceording to the adjoining hasis :

N *

“The duties established at present
upon coloniad articles, the product of
forcign countries, shall be suitably
raised.

« Thase established upoun the articles
helonging to the Spanish colonies, shall
be raased as follows:
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Sugar from Cuba and ing or growing, because it may be sub-
‘uerto-Rico, . . $1,00 perqq. |jected to fatigue, get whipped every

Do. from Asia, . 0,25 do. day, and even have its nourishment

| Coffee from Cuba and curtailed. The child will go on devel-
! Puerto-Rico, 2.50 do. oping and growing, in spite of all such
l Do. from Asia, 0,70 do. drawbacks, by the favor of its happy

¢

.

Besides these overcharges, the prohi-
bition of the introduction of tobaceo,
which is perhaps at present the richest

roluct of Cuba, is qontinued in the
eninsula; and finally it is provided,
¢ that the colonial articles after paying
didies of importation” with respect to
the tariff, reinain subject to the pay-

+ ment of the same duties of exportation,

consuinption, and other charges, which
under any dcnomination are collected
for the same from the inhabitants of the
kingdom.”

Absurd as this new provision is, in

_addition to so many others which from
time to time have been concocted for
the purpose of draining tho vitality of
the 18land of Cuba, in spite of all re-
monstrances, it will nevertheless not
prevent that Messed island from advan-
cing with slow paces; but let such ob-
structions he removed. and a just and
enlightened government be ostablished

' there, and wa shall witness what rapid

trides she will make in improvements

.in all directions, -

« The custom-house duty on a barrel
of flour imported into Cuba, (says the
Sunday Dispatch), which is doublo the
original cost of the flour, is alonoe a
sufficient causo to authorise the Cubans
to rise in arms.”—A just sentiment, and
worthy of every freeman! But we can
let the “Dispateh” know that this
causc, grave as it is, docs nob stand
alone, nor is it by any means tho most
gricvous and hest authenticated ; for
there arc many others of yet greater
agaravation, and more palpable. This
is so true, that ncither the representa-
tives of Spain resident in this country.
nor those friendly in the colonial gov-
ernmcnt, nor the Spanish periodicals
printed in this country (among which
therc is one, we have heen informed,
actually in the pay of the Spanish gov-
ernment,) dare deny these causes; but
they at most oppose to all reasoning,
the “ progress of the wealth of Cuba M—
as if, for example, o child possessed of o
good constitution, should cdase develop-

endowments : but, under such regimen
and hostile influences, will never attain
those qualifications which nature origi-
nally designed it.

Thoese interested against the political
emancipation of Cuba, can adduce no
other argument of any weight; not
any one act of true justice due to the
colony and realized in favor of the is-
land of Cnla.

In what proportions can it be expec-
ted, that the mhreh of progress should
be among a people hardly counting
600,000 free inhabitants, who are obli-
ged to support all the year through an
army of 15,000 soldiers, and another of
double that number of officials, among
which (civil and military) we can safe-
ly ,venture upon the assertion, that

there are not to be found thrce-score °

of those numbers to be natives of Cuba;
by contributions, direct as well as in-
dircet, which amount, in proportion, to
the gricvous run of more than thirty
dollars a-head every year! What
would hecome of the State of Virginia,
with o population equal to that of Cuba,
if she were obliged to support the cnor-
mous hurdens of the latter country?
Little Iess than a fourth-part more of
that which is wrung from the number
of 600,000 frec inhabitants, suflices to
suatain all the expenses of the govern-
ment of these United States, in which
are counted more than 20 millions of
inhMitants, and which, with little more
than half the number of soldicrs that
we support in Cuba, have more than
enough for the protection and garrison
of their houndarics and forts.

If this is nnt so, if any one can allege
that we exaggerate, if the slightest
doubt ariscs in respect to the truth of
what we have written on the present
soctal and political condition of the is-
land of Cuba, let him show himself and
disprove our asscrtions, for assuredly
thero are now-a-days persons enough
interested in that being douc, "even in
the United States. .

Can any one deny that, besides flour,
there are many other articles of firsb
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necessity for the sustenance of the in-
dustrial and poorer classes, which are
charged with a duty varying from 50
to 200 p. S of the first price of the ar-
ticles, such as rice, salt fish, Indian
meal, live pigs for slaughter, &e. &e. ?
And let the tariff laws of the island of
Cuba not be thrust hefore our face, as
in a previous number we cndeavored
elaborately and clearly to disinvulve its
specious fallacies, through the means of
which, by valning all merchandise in
Cubn at double and friple its original
cost, for the purpose of levying the
duties, it results that salt fish, for in-
stance, on which we find a chargo of
33 p. € only in the tariff. when imported
in E)reign vessels, pays 66 p. € ; and the
same thing happens with the articles
above enumerated, and numerous others
of first necessity.

Can it be denied that the greatest
part of all goods that may be imported
into Cuba, stand, more or less, in the
same predicament ?

Can it he denied that when, in the
year 1844, a terrible hurricane tore up
our fruit-trees, destroyed our planta-
tions, laid waste our ficlds and de-
molished our houses and even our fo-
rests, and for the first time caused a
famine and general misery to be felt
in Caba, our kind mother-country. far
from conceding to her afllicted colony
the slightest alleviation by reducing the
cnormous dutics on articles uf first ne-
cessity. haughtily annulled the benevo-
lent-dispositions of the Intendente Pi-
nillos, which tended, for a limited time
at least, to lessen the exactions enforecd
on such articles when imported into the
jsland of Cubn; and that she did*it to
the ignominy of the authority consti-
tuted by herself, to the prejudice of
commerce, and to the scandal of huma-
nity ?

Disprove whoever may, whether we
do not speak the truth in asserting that
the different kinds of fruit in our coun-
try, by the various exactions they are
maide to undergo on exportation, have
‘to pay from 6 to 7 por cent of their-
value.

Let it be further denied : —

That our farmers have to pay 214 per
cent on sugar, and 10 per cent on their
other harvests, when gathered; the
same a3 oll ongaged in raising live-
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stock, for all the cattle; exclusive of
the charges arising frum an exportation,
as pefore indicatcﬁ.

That the poor man must pay a tax of
1. 25¢. upen every fanegn of salt (about
a hundved weight), which causes the
price of that acticle to be raised to an
immederate sum. ’

That he pays G to 61 p. 8 of the va-
lue of any slave, or any property in
town or country, that he may sell ; be-
sides all other charges of Notaries, of
registration, of stamped paper, &c. &ec.

That there is stamped paper, the use
of which is enforced by the government,
and soli by it at the price of eight dol-
lars every theet; nmP that it is neces-
sary »n solemn oath to prove one’s po-
verty, in order to be admittéd to the,
uze of cheapcer paper, a sheet of which
costs six ceuts. .

That he may not have in his house
any company or amusement ot any sort,
if he does nat solicit, obtain and pay for
a liconse (§2.50), or he must submit to
be maleted for an infraction of the re-
galntions.

That every inhabitant is corspelled
to ask for a license and pay for the same,

even when he wants to go but a single

mile from the place of his residence.
‘That no citizen. however peacefal and
respcetable he may be, is allowed to
whik through the city afier ten o’clock
in the evening, unless he carry with
bim a lantern and successively takes
the leave of all the watchmen on his
way ; the infraction of. which law is

punished with immediate arrest and a

fine of eight dollers.

That he is not permitted to lodge any

person in his house for a single night,
cither native or foreigner, be the same
his friend or & member of his family,
without giving inforination of the snme,
also under the penalty of o like punish-
ment. .

That he cannot remove his residence
from onc house into another, without
giving notice previously to the authori-
ties of his intention, under the penalty
of a heavy fine.

That some months ago an order was
received by the Captain General of the
island, pronibiting parents from sending
their children to the United States for
purposes of education; and that such
porents are now driven o the expedient

* chambers of Alcoy, for perpetuating

. gent hazardvus position; and that in

. enter not merely some members of the

" cluding the Captains Genceral of Cuba
" and their understrappers ; and that that

" vitals of the island, from one Rasha to

" and science of enriching themselves
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of proving ill health or feigningitin their

children, in order to ob_min paggg?rm p

for them. . ;
"That in the whole island of Cubasa
most brutal spirit of despotism is strik-
ingly prevalent in- all officials’ of the
overnment. from the C;;Pm\n (tenoral
gown to the most ahject o his_h.irelmgs,
without even cxcepting municipal and
other locnl suthorities. L
But let us now cast our-eyes in a dif-
ferent directivn: - - o
Can any one deny the existence of the
diabolical scheme *concocted in ‘the

the importation of Africnn’slaves into
Cuba. the primordial cause of her pre-

proportion as her thousands of slaves
are nugmented, the number of enemies
to her tranyuillity and public peace are
multiplied * -

Can anybody deny that in that scheme

‘Royal Family of Spain, but all its de-
pendants, favorites and satellites, in-

scheme and concerted contrivance pass-
es; with the privilege of feasting on the

the other ? . ‘
* Will any one deny that the method

has been brought to such a system of
‘perfection by those worthies and their
-girelings, that now-a-days they gain as
much in one year as others furmerly
gained in five.
That the gratification of halfan ounce
in gold, which furmerly was received by
the Captains General for every sack of
charsoal. (the nicknsme given by those
engaged in this infamous traffic to
the "African slaves brought over,) has
risen in our days to the largesum of
three doubloons in gold !
© That, beginning with the year 1826
up to this day, more than a million of
these Africans have been impourted as
glaves into Cuba, as we fully proved in
our paper, and-in our furmer pamphlet
entitled : The advantnges of the anneza-
tion of Cuba to the United States.”
“That the Colonial Goverament & Co.,
not béing able tn elude the vigilance
of the cruisers of tliq nations engaged

————
>
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to continue the same have had to ap-
eal to a forced interpretation of exist-
ing treaties, pretending to show that
such slaves are imported into Cuba from
Brasilz® = .

Who will deny that persons have
Intcly been in these United States, in
this very city of New York, who, pro-
cceding from Havana, have started fur
Africasby the- way of Rio Janeiro, for
the purpose of forming part of one or
two expeditions that are to he made

quest of negroes?
That these
are carricd on by some members of
the Royal Family in concert with the
Colonial Government ; nud that the Ca-
binet not unly has full knowledge of the
same, but does autharise and protect
them, or at least pretends not to.be
aware of them:? ) .

‘I'hat within these last months various
cargoes of African slaves. smounting in
number to more than 3000, were im-
ported into the island of Cuba, and there
sold almost publicly; and that in gra-
tifications set down for the Captain Ge-
neral at present, Fedor Alcoy has re-
ceived the snug sum of 12,000 dou-
bloons in gold, about 200,000 dollars,
rather moro than less. -

-‘[hat the Consul General of England
has withdrawn from Havana, taking
with him, as 'a living proof of the in-

roes recently imported, and purchased
Ey him in the darracones, as the slave-
market is there called ?

And besides all this, who can de'nK
the cruclty and galling despotism Wit
which the sims of Cuba are persec,u!ed,
jmprisoned, buried in dungeups, banish-
ed, sentenced to fortresses, and condemn-
ed to denth, for cnlumnies, for imaginary
crimes of disloyalty, en no better foun-
dution than flimsy suspicion, or false de-

1 this at a moment when the Sﬁanish press
8 well as the Spanish aut
sure us that there exists no more loyah
happy and peaceful people, than that of
the island of Cuba?  Happy people, in
truth! -

Can the imprisonment of 'the youths
Molus and Cuevas be denied, who, when

in the suppression of this traffic, in order

from thence to the const of Africa, in /

dinbolical machinations -

fraction of existing trenties between his \
nation and the Spanish, two young ‘ne- .

nunciations by infamous spies : and all .

orities, as-.

we

on their departure from New York for ﬂ
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reason that it was untrue.

a long and tedinus imprisonment i
loathsome dungeons ; they were for
Jong time cut off from all communieatio

from without, and treated with the most

barbarous crueltics.

]

; Nuevitas, were hy some miscreant in-
formed against with the government of

i Cuba. that they were bearers of letters
from the Editor of the * Ferdad,” which
never has been proved, for the simple

Those un-

. fortunate youths had however to suffer
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who are endeavoring to achieve their
independence.” '
That in the year 1845, different Regi-
dores and other members of the corpo-
ration of Matanzas, were severely chas-
tised for having presumed to present a
respectful remonstrance to.the Royal
n | Pretorial Awdiencia at Havana, com-
a | plaining of the scandulous villanies and
n | insolent excesses committed by the sol-
diery azainst some peaceable citizens,
who. during a horrible fire which occur-

Will any one deny the hanishment of | red in that city on one of the Iatter days

four young gentlemen of Matanzas, who,
two months ago, were arrested, impri-
soned in the Morro castle, and after-
wards embarked for Spain, only beeause

they did not assist at a ball in honor 6
the Queen?

Iz theve any person who wonld dare

to doubt the scandalous example pre
sented hy Sciior La Gandara, the Go

vernor of Puerto Principe, in perpetrat-
ing the most revolting insult on the
character of Mrs. Sedano, onc of the
most respeetable ladies of that city, as
well by her rank, acquainted as she is
with the most distinguished families
there, as by her own virtuous endow-
Governor La Gandara did not
mind anything of all that. when he or-
dered the wife of a colonist to be locked

ments?

in the Refuge, as if she were a conviet !

Disprove whoever may, the fact that

the jail-keeper Gurein, (alias) Rey,
through the builiffs of the Caprain Ge-

neral of Cuba was kidnapped in the

midst of a nation =o jealous of its natio-

nal honor, and of the inviolability of its

territory.

Can the cfforts with which the Spa-
nish despotism of Cuba is striving to
make the victim Garcia (or Rey) subserve
its iniquitous purposcs bedenied ? Its ob-
jects are sufficiently proved by the text
of its letters negatory. which have been
dispatched to its different consuls in
this country !

Can his Honor Judge Defour be con-
tradicted, who in his charge en this
matter observed among other truths:

“This case of bankruptcy is drum-
med up for the purpose of covering po-
litical chicanery. It is evident that
there is a secret police in this country,
instituted hy the Spanish Government,
to crush the influential families of Cuba

of the month of June, had come to prof-.
fer their services .
Can it be dixproved that many persons
were scntcnce(rm the fortresses, others
¢ | sent into perpetual banishments for the
sole crime of reading the * Verdad,”
and others even condemned to death,
hecause they were charged of assisting
in its publication, among whom there i3
one who has assisted and will continue
to assist in it as long as the protection
of the Amcrican nation is not rendered
nugatory ?
That in Matanzas, Cardenas, Guines,
Madruga, and. other places. the most
revolting scenes of torture. gallows, but-
cheries, and infernal machinations were
enacted in the year 1845, under pre-
tence of suppressing a conspiracy among
the negroes ; the interminable and scan~
dalous details of which we are preclud-
ed from giving to-day, although we are
authentically and completely informed
of a great number of them.
Can it finally be drawn in doubt, that
the presumptuous conduet of the Colo-
nial government, heing as suspicions as
it is clownish in its intrigucs, and as ty-
ranical as it is cowardly, has already
precipitated into an untimely grave
many a futher of a family, whose bear-
ing wag always unsullied. and whohave
since been lamented. and will continue
to be lamented by all who knew them,
and who, though ‘teo late, have even
been absolved of all erime by their as-
sassins themselves. Ameng them there
were many who, in their dungeons, from
a want of patience. or by the medium
of some narcotic, have passed into eter-
nity. Among them there have been
such, also, who not being able to hear
up against the terrible information that
a price was set upon their head as upon
that of some eriminal, of thcir houses
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‘having been violated, their,families in-
sulted, their proporty sequestered. “have
lost theit reason, and have expired in &
frightful delirium, pursued by the shades
of - their, tortyrers, and repeating thell,r,
heart-ronding. -ories : “I am innocent
—Huow long, oh God of mercy ! dost thou
stay thy avenging arm te chastxqg-lis’g??
accumulated criminality!” . -7 "

[t is impossible within the limits, of
ono : brief article, t6 denw o complete
pigture of the awful and horrible politi-
cal condition of Cuba. . We thetefure
drop our pen tired-of sketohing such an.
accumulation of sufferings and of dis-

. grace of our eaple ; leaving to' the
poople of the United States—to the'peo-
ple that descenided from Washington—
to consider the sufferings of the inhabi-
‘tants of. Cubn. in érder to decide whe-
ther we are right or wrong 1n rising
against the.tyranny that crushes us:
and we feel in hupe assured of the ap-
proving sympathy and support of every
liberal minded man. P

‘g

v

—_0—= .
“« LA VERDAD" -

T0  THE JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.”
We ‘nro still. waiting for the auswer of
the Journal of Commeree, velative to the
explanation which we nsked: of it when jt
» offirmed that ther Amerjcan’ Cunsul in
Havana had given to this Governmeut
certain intelligence concerning the opinion
of tlhie Cuban people with régard to &' po-
litical change; and now it-regales us, in
its nuniber of the 19th of Qotuber instant,
with n facetious ‘letter from a correspou-
dent in Havana, who with the greatest
¢ gravity nssures it, that there  has heen
no prohibition of American newspapors
here,—La Perdad, and one or two sucl,

excepted.”® 2t . o
So impudent a’statement requives s
very indulgent and- elastic conscience 1n
jts author. * Not cven La Crénica itself,
olthougli n snlaried organ; asitis affirined,
of the Government of Cuba; and its de
fender on all ocensivris, has dared to deny
the fuct that the Captain Géunetal of Cubn
-proliibited the introduction of the papers
of this country in that island;'a mensure
dictated to Sciior Roii¢ali by'thé very
sinple circumstancé that every ttuly

did not'dény the prohibition, bedaugé that
would Lave becu -extremely ridiculous,
and the grenteat proof of the deficiendy of
vensons for it; but in thé necedsity of
perfurming itd troublesome nnd difficitlb
tak, it did not find any better prtéiice
thun to defend tlie conduct of the Sjmnish
Government on' the ground that, in'such
a case, abselute Governments have [usgi?p]
a right to ndopt similar mensures, whether
they be prohibitions of papers, violatidns
of public correspomlenco,‘- f_‘orcxblo infen
sions of the domestic fireside, persondl
searches, examinations, &c.-;z-‘prond(’zd .
these mensures may give them the clue,
which despots lose in this countr when«
ever they blunder. - Nutwithatanding this,
the Journal of Conumerce, in the effusion.
of itg ardent zeal to supjort these despots,
outstrips La Cronica jteelf, and assures
us thut ¢ only La Verdad,and one or’twe
such papers, have been probibited.” +Un-
‘doubtedly the meritorvious .Joumal.e?nt
federated with the metropolitan despotist
in Cuba, and with the retrograde party
everywhere, has been welcome to ther Co-
lony. 1t will certninly be received theré
with the honors which it deserves, by ;th?
‘Government and its satellites,to whose
wishes®U obsequiously panders ;—bonors,
indeed, of which nobody will be jealous;
glories, to which it is enmlefl', without .
beiug envied at atl by free Ameriean soulst
V With respect to tho veracity of thedn-
telligence conveyed by its warthy coves-
ondent, it mny derivé more curhéct it
furmatioh from the press of this country,
aud partionlarly from thatof New Orlenns.
We daily exnmine with the grente_st.d;_-
ligence the Awmerican papers 111' all parties,
and we solemnly declure that, except, the
Spanish papers enid to bo salaried by the
Guvernment of Cuba—namely,Le Crojrica
nf“ New York, aud the Telegraph of New
Ovleans,—we have not lntely met ""T o
gingle pnper affirming that theré id &{
cxnggerntivn’ in the acsount of, the des
of thnt Government, ov in the piatufé’df .
the oppression; which it exerts over the
Cuban people; ‘nlthough, long since; this
lins systematically- been: asserted by!tlre
very: liberalyivery christian, and ‘vety
philanthiropic Journal of Commerce:n 10
" It uns been n trifling maiter for the con-
scientious Editors:of the Jotrnal; topin-
sult n defenceicss party striving’ to're- -
deem their oppressed countrymen gfrom -
slavery ; it hns .been n trifling matter:for
these Bditors to represent to: the publie
this party as destitute of virtues, of physi-
ond and moral capagity ; it has been ' a tri-

et

American Republican, Yankee papér, is n’
ghell directed rigninst the Citadel of the.
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fling mntter to honor the: Cubaxivpatriots
ready to brave all dangers to obtain this
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pellations of duccaneers and pirates ;—
even more was wanting to defend the Go-
vernment of Cuba,—it was necessary to
insult the whole Cuban people, by denying
Aheir capacity to govern themselves under
Republican regulations.

Well then, if this was the only means of
defending tyranny in Cuba, the Jowrnal
of Commerce did not hegitate to buckle on
that shield with the same gravity with
which a Celtic plebeyan put on his neck
the iron collar, to show hisservile con-
dition.

When “shall the Cuban people acquire
the capacity required by the Jowrnal, un-
der the miserable Government that for
three centuries and a-half has been di
recting the destinies of the unfortunate
colony ? Let the Journa!l hear it from us
—That will take place when, in granting
an Amnesty, no odious, mean and dastardly
alterations are made in order to deny this
benefit to the colonists, as have been made
in that which we insert in continuation of
this article. (Sce document A.)—That will
be when the Island of Cubais not governed
by a military Chief, armed with all the
various powers granted to him by the
Royal Order herein also inserted. (Sec
documeht B.)—~That will be wien the
unhappy Cubnan people are considered en-
titled to be represented in the congress of
its metropolis.—That will be when the
Cuban colonist is at least entitled to say
¢ this is mine; this is my opinion ; thisis
my will.”

And when enn this take pince unless we
appeal to force, and, instend of complaints
and humble remonstrances, we make use
of the sword and of bullets?

And haow shall we be able to arm our-
selves, if that is almost impossible at home,
and the confederates of our tyraunts perse-
cute us without relenting abroad ?

Let the Journal, impressed with the
characteristic- dignity of the American
press, and as a worthy member of it, an-
swer us. .

Let it answer us without distorting faets,
and in the spirit of that good faith which
it owes to itself. DBut whether it answers
or not, or whatever its answer may be,
we declare to the world that notwithstand-
inq every misrepresentation of that jour-
nal relative to the opinion of the Cuban
people, there are in Cuba true and ardent
-patriots,—and that they nnd we, in spite
vof foreign or domestic hostility, will exert
-our utmoast efforts in order to obtain our
redemption, or perish gloriously in the
honorable attempt.

——

'

¢ RoYAL DECREE.—In considerntion of
what hns been represented to me by my
Council of Ministers, I decree a2 follows:

Article 1 —An Amnesty, full, general,
and without exception, is granted with
respect to all political acts anterior to the
publication of this Royal decree.

Art 2.—In order to enjoy this benefit,
those who wish to avail themselves of it
must appear before the competent autho-
rities within the precise space of one
month, to commence from the date of this
decree. In the ultramarine provinces, and
in foreign countries, the time of appearing
shall eommence from the publication made
by the Spanish authorities, and Legations
or Consulates.

Art. 8.—Those who may not have taken
the aath of allegiance to my Rayal person
and to the Constitution of the State, shall
take it at the timne of appenring before the
authorities or Representatives of Spain in
forcign countries. Those also shall take
it who may have done ostensible acts con-
trary to the oath which they had pre-
viously taken.

Art. 4 —This Amnesty does not embrace
common crimes, nor prejudice the rights
of third persons.

Art. 5.—The respective suthorities or
representatives shall dictate the oppor-
tunc dizpositions with respect to the part
wiich belongs to them, for the fulfiluent
and exccution of this decrce.

Given at Aranjuesz, on tho 8th of June,
in the year of our Lord 1849. It is signed
nnd sealed by the Royal hand.—The Pre-
sident of the Council of Migisters-—the
Duke of Valencia.”

Seciior Cortina (s senator), asked of the
Uovernment some explanation about cer-
tain points of the Decree, which offered
doubts to his mind; and the Duke of Va-
lencin, President of the Council, nmswered
kim thus :— If there is some doubt, and
this arises in the mind of a person so’en-
lightened as Sefior Cortina, it is n suffi-
cient motive for the Government to give
explanations about the Decree of Amnesty,
although in other resrects its menning is
clenr, precise and explicit ; for beginning
with the cxpressions of the preamble, one
secs that the Decree is the law, and the
Decree snys that the Amnesty is general,
absolute, full, and withont exception. Is
there anything more plain and decisive?
Axnd notwithstanding that, doubts arose
in the mind of Sefior Cortinn, and perhaps
of some other persons. But the (govern-
ment has dcclared that all Spaniards are
included in the Amnesty ; and raising his
voice, he added : AUl Spaniards, withowt
exception. (General applause.) From this
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very day all‘may leave the land of their
exile, and are perfectly free. (Renewed
applanse.) The intent of the Government
would be fulsified, if the Decree did not
iuclude al/ in the Amnesty, absolutely all
Spaniards. All are equailly comprised in
the Decree. (Generslapplanse.} Let the
Judges, Tribunals, and competent autho-
rities, underatand it so. The Amnesty has
been granted to all Spaniards—all are
worthy of the love of their Queen. (Pro-
longed applause on the benches and in the
tribunes.)’—Gacela de Madrid,

. Afier reading the Decree, und the an-
swer of the Duke of Valencia to Sefior
Cortinn, what subject of Isabel the S8econd

‘would fear lest he might not be included

" in the Amuesty?

. Navertheless,. the colonists are not in-

- cluded therein ; because the object of all

their conspiracies is to separate the co-
lenies from the metropolis, nnd those who
conmit that sin are not comprised in the
aforementivned Amnesty, ns appenrs from
the article which was added thereto when
the Decree was published in the ultra-
marine possessions, which is o8 foliows :

« This Amnesty does not reach those
crimes committed with the purpose of se-
pacating the ultramnrine provinces from
their Metropolis; and any one committed
directly and positively with this object,
shall be tricnr. and sentenced by the tri-
bunals, and through the extraordinary
faculijes that the Laws of Indies bestow
on Governors, Viceroys and Captains Ge-
nerul” ’ :

: (B.)

"« MivisthRy oF WAr.—The King our
Lord, in whose Royal mind the greateat
coufidence has been produced by the ap-

roved fidelity of Yuur Excellency, your
ndefatigable zeal for his Roynl service,
the judic.ous and proper mensures which,
gince he honored you with the command
of the island, you have taken to preserve
his possession, to maintain in tranquillity
its faithful inhabitants, to centain within
just bounds those who attempt to deviate
from the path of houor, nnd punish those
who, forgetful of their dysy. dare to com-
mit excesses in violation of our wise laws;
aud His Mnjesty being well persunded
that at no time and under no circumstan-
ces will the principles of rectitude and
love to his Roynl person which character-
ize Your Excellency be enfeebled; and
His Majesty desiring to obviate.the incon-
veniences which might result, in extraor-
dinary cases, from a division o command,
and from the complications of power and

sttributions of the respective employees; |

Lt

fot the important end: of preserving ‘in’
this precious-island his legitimate Bove.’
reign authority and the public tranquillity
through proper ‘means, has resolved, in
accordance with the opinion of his Council
of Ministers, to give to Your Ezcellency.
the fullest authority, bestoting vpon you
all the powers whick by the Ruyal Ordi-
nances are granted to the Governors of,
besieged cities. In consequence thereof, .
His Mujesty gives to Your Excellency the
most ample and unbounded powtr, not
only lo separate from the island persons
employed, whatever be their occupation,
rank, class or condition, whose perma-.
nency therein Your Excellency may deemt’
injurious, or Wwhose oconduct, publio or
private, may alarm you; replacing them
with servants faithful to His Majesty, and
deserving of all the confidence of Your
Excellency ; and also to suspend the exe-
cution of any order whatsoever,or general
provision made concerning any branch of
the admini#tration, as Your Excellency
may think most suitable to the Royal
service: these mensures being considered
provisional, and Your Excellency to ac- .
count to His Majesty for his sovereignm
approbation.

“ His Mnjesty, in bestowing upon Your .
Excellency this signal testimonial of his
R