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PREFACE

THIS IS NOT A FINAL WORK—NOR FOR THAT MATTER EVEN A COM-
plete one—on the oldest, harshest and most fiendish personal dictatorship in
today’s Latin America. Yet it is a long book, longer than I anticipated when
more than two years ago I began to do intensive research on the dean of the
“strong men” of the Western World—the Dominican Republic’s General-
issimo and Benefactor Rafael Leonidas Trujillo Molina.

At the end of the process I found that I had written two full volumes in-
stead of one and there was still much to be included. This is the first of these
two volumes. The second covers the external aspects and ramifications of
the Trujillo regime—its intrigues, crimes and shameless lobbying in foreign
lands, including the United States; its high-pressure methods of publicity
and advertisement; its friends and foes all over the world.

The process of selecting—and above all of abridging—the material for
these volumes was further complicated by the fact that Trujillo is not typical,
either as a man or as a dictator. He does not seem to have a definite, rounded
personality nor does he adhere to any political philosophy. As a man, he is
totally unpredictable and as a politician his motivating impulses are self-
deification, expediency and opportunism at the service of a single clear
purpose: the search for and safekeeping of power for power’s sake.

Trujillo’s great accomplishments and most celebrated feats, all well adver-
tised as the embodiment of patriotism and selfless dedication to the welfare
of the Fatherland, are difficult to appraise accurately since they are always
surrounded by an almost impenetrable fog of lies and deceit. It may truth-
fully be said that although Trujillo and his propagandists speak with much
fire and conviction of patriotism and other lofty principles, the General-
issimo’s long sustained sway over the Dominican people adds up to one of
the most brazen swindles ever perpetrated against a nation.

Moreover, these are only part of the difficulties one confronts when writing
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a book on Trujillo. Others are the scarcity of reliable documentation on the
man and his background; the cloud of censorship which hangs over all his
actions and motivations and, last but not least, the all-pervading fright that
shakes the hearts and paralyzes the tongues of those who know about the
all-powerful, revengeful despot.

All in all, this document is not a treatise of political philosophy or a
sociological anatomy of the most durable of Latin American satrapies, nor
do I venture to advance solutions of the tragic Dominican ordeal. It is not
the definite analysis of dictatorship I would like it to be. It is plain, unadul-
terated journalism. It reflects, however, a sincere effort to give an accurate
picture of life and death in the Dominican Republic under the iron grip of
the dean of the “Free World’s” dictators.

In writing this book I have tried to detach myself as much as possible
from my personal problems. When I cite my own experiences it is only be-
cause I consider them relevant to the narration or because being easier to
document—and always typical of what happens to Dominicans during the
“Era of Trujillo”—it is convenient for me to use them to illustrate a point.

Yet behind every book there is a reason.

During my adult life I have traveled the entire road open to a Dominican,
especially one of those who can be properly called children of the dictator-
ship—I was only eleven when Trujillo assumed power in that faraway
period when Herbert Hoover was still President of the United States.

I underwent the full treatment. Reacting against the evils of dictatorship in
my student days, I rebelled and tried to fight. I suffered imprisonment and
social and economic ostracism. Due to my own weakness or the strength of
the adversary I eventually succumbed, as do most Dominicans living within
the country and many who live outside. I was “broken in” and became an
active collaborator of the regime.

Freedom, in the long run, is a pretty indestructible instinct. Finally, there
was enough reserve energy in me to reassert the dormant passion for emanci-
pation, and new desires of liberty were awakened. This did not happen over-
night, of course. It was the end-product of quite a long process in which
several factors and influences were instrumental in shaping the decisive
course. To my own principles were added the principles of my courageous
and highly idealistic wife, Diane, as well as the guidance of the Inter Amer-
ican Press Association with which I maintained uninterrupted contact during
the years preceding my breakaway from the poisonous Dominican environ-
ment.

When I left the Dominican Republic in 1955 Trujillo was at the summit
of his power. He was stronger and more influential than ever before. The
dictator did not kick me out. I chose to leave wealth and social and political
prestige for the uncertain world of exile under one compulsion: that of my
own inner conscience and my longings for freedom and dignity. After finally
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disentangling myself from Trujillo’s web, and being thoroughly familiar with
the prevailing Dominican system by personal experience, I felt it was time
to undertake the task of writing this book.

To thank the collaborators in this case could be dangerous, not for the
author but for the recipients of his gratitude. Therefore, I content myself
with a general expression of gratitude to all who helped me. However, there
are a few persons who, quite courageously, have never hidden their direct
or indirect help in this project. Their names should be mentioned.

First and foremost, I want to thank my wife. When we finally found a
courageous publishing house willing to meet Trujillo’s challenge, she pro-
vided me with the needed incentives to almost meet the deadline. To her
loyalty and her devotion to the cause of the Dominican people I owe much
of the peace of mind that I now enjoy.

Second, I must mention my editor. It is said that no writer is ever complete
without a good editor. Mr. Gorham Munson—without discarding my own
words or betraying a single one of my thoughts—made readable copy out of
my imperfect English.

Finally, I want to convey my gratitude to Mr. Angel Ramos, publisher of
El Mundo, of San Juan, Puerto Rico. He not only offered me a position on
the staff of his newspaper when I was already tainted as “controversial” by
the persistent trujillista propaganda, but later, when he heard that I had
found a publisher for a book I was writing, gave me what was tantamount
to a paid leave of absence without even asking me about the contents of the
book. To this day he does not know what I say here.

GERMAN E. ORNES

Santurce, Puerto Rico
February 25, 1958
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THE DICTATORSHIP

]- DOMINICANS ARE A SICK PEOPLE, VERY SICK. BUT, AFTER
twenty-seven years of a totalitarian dictatorship this is not easily discerni-
ble. For the most part, rank-and-file Dominicans are content to keep their
eyes on their jobs and off political affairs. They look healthy, well-fed, well-
clad and fairly competent. However, they do not have, nor do they expect
to have, a voice in the conduct of the national affairs, which are run by
Rafael L. Trujillo and his hand-picked lieutenants as they please. In poli-
tics, Dominicans are either uninformed, indifferent or scared.

Under a misleading surface of seeming peace and quiet, terror rums its
red threads through the fabric of Dominican society. The cancer of fear
gnaws at the vitals of the people and affects with paralyzing force every
human activity. High tension, despair and a sense of impending danger are
dominant aspects of the social situation.

Dominicans fear one another and are in mortal dread of foreigners.
They suspect their servants, doubt their friends. They fear denuncia-
tion; they have the spooky feeling of being constantly watched; they
dread the shattering, harsh decrees and the mesh of regulations that, in
totalitarian style, prescribe their course from cradle to grave.

Last but not least, Dominicans fear the ever-present, far-reaching, vin-
dictive and implacable hands of “the Big One”—“The Chief”—Generalis-
simo Doctor Rafael Leonidas Trujillo Molina, Benefactor of the Father-
land and Father of the New Fatherland. “One thing that impresses the
visitor to the Dominican Republic,” wrote Robert M. Hallett, Latin Ameri-
can Editor of the Christian Science Monitor, “is the fact that whenever
anyone mentions the Generalissimo in critical terms—even if the speaker
is a foreigner—the tone of voice immediately drops, and a conspiratorial
air is given the whole conversation.” Another American reporter, Milton
Bracker of the New York Times, stated that ‘“‘diplomats are reluctant to
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discuss the regime while in rooms at the luxurious Jaragua or El Emba-
jador hotels. Sound-recording systems are feared even where they cannot
be proved to be in operation.”

A whole generation of Dominicans has been brought up without know-
ing the meaning of permanence and inner security. The only thing perma-
nent seems to be the dictatorship, all else being mutable and provisional,
in accordance with the Benefactor’s whims. For Dominicans only two
words have definite meaning: uncertainty and terror.

A monopoly of force is in the hands of the dictator and everyone is
aware of his readiness to employ it. Force has been used so effectively in
the past, that to keep his subjects submissive Trujillo no longer needs to
turn loose in the streets the storm troopers of La 42 or the “Veterans”
(the dreaded gangs of thugs employed to murder the Generalissimo’s op-
ponents in earlier days of the regime), nor is it likely that there are jails
or concentration camps teeming with political inmates.

Nevertheless, terror, one of the main weapons of the regime, has been
applied so successfully that Dominicans feel they canmot escape “the
Big One.” They feel as though living on the flanks of a live volcano.

Under the circumstances the characteristic signs of the Dominicans are
the scared look, the mask-like face, the hush-hush voice. People are care-
ful not to utter an unguarded word against the regime. They are on watch
against the indiscreet gesture, the tell-tale smile. A man entering a night-
club at a moment when the orchestra is not playing feels that he is cross-
ing the threshold into a big, neatly ordered temple dedicated to the cult of
silence. As Time once pointed out: “After a quarter-century of ruthless
policing, the Dominican Republic is the land of the poker face.”

No one stands before the Dominican tyrant in full human stature.
Abasement is so thoronghly practiced that when Trujillo appears in public
each citizen must remove his hat, place it over his heart and bow his head.
Probably that is the reason why so many Dominicans go out bareheaded.

The lowering of moral standards is evident in all phases of Dominican
life. The foremost outward sign of Dominican “morality” is at present
a love of gain—an inordinate fondness for profitable business or govern-
ment careers. The desire to get rich as fast as possible or to become one
of the members of the small circle of favorites of the Dictator seemingly
rules the conduct of the majority of educated Dominicans. Money appears
to be the sole criterion of a man’s social status. Therefore, even knowing
that everything may be lost at the slightest whim of the Benefactor, every-
one tries, regardless of the means, to acquire riches.

Besides Trujillo’s own large fortune (estimated at over $500,000,000),
there are among the relatives and cronies of the Dictator a handful of
people who can brag of an accumulation of several million dollars. With
unconscious irony the American magazine International Markets, edited
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by Dun & Bradstreet, had this to say about the situation, in a Government-
sponsored issue dedicated to the Dominican Republic: “The Generalissimo
is a big businessman in his own right. Members of two other families, the
Martinez’s and the Alba’s, are active in scores of island enterprises. Prob-
ably the country’s top private industrialist is Francisco Martinez Alba.”
What the magazine failed to say is that Martinez Alba, the head of the
alleged two other families, is the brother of Trujillo’s third wife.

The newly rich (a class formed by high officials and military men) have
found it obligatory to display their wealth. As a result, the country has
entered upon a period of what Thorstein Veblen called conspicuous con-
sumption. Trujillo’s aides and relatives have built ostentatious homes that
are too large for their own families. Their children are sent to the best
boarding schools abroad, particularly in the United States. Their houses
are staffed with more servants than they need, and several luxury cars
make splendid each garage. The cars, clothes, art collections, and social
gatherings proclaim that the new elite are the ones with the money.

However, in spite of the glittering cars and luxurious suburban homes,
the new aristocracy has not polished itself enough. Proofs of crudeness
may be found in the constant public reminders to the members of the offi-
cial elite on how to behave in society. The letters-to-the-editor section of
the daily El Caribe is full of stories on how improperly dressed high offi-
cials frequently attend formal functions. Trujillo himself got so incensed
on one occasion that he wrote an anonymous letter to EIl Caribe, chiding
his cabinet ministers for appearing at a formal gathering wearing white
tie and tails minus the proper shoes. When Queen Angelita Trujillo, the
Benefactor’s eighteen-year-old daughter, was crowned in December, 1955,
the same newspaper complained there were people who attended the ball
improperly dressed. They forgot to wear the vests of their fracs.

But, if they are not as well bred as they should be, Dominicans are a
civic-minded lot. They salute the flag and listen with devotion to the na-
tional anthem. This was not always the case. In fact, Trujillo, a great
patriot himself, could hardly wait to take power before he started teaching
his own noble feelings to the Dominicans. When he heard that many were
paying no attention as the bands played the national anthem, he sent out
a company of his well-disciplined soldiers with instructions to teach pa-
triotism to disrespectful Dominicans. One of his American biographers
proudly describes the excellent results of the measure, but wisely omits to
say what happened to those caught in inattention. A further step was to
pass a law to make certain that national holidays will be properly observed.
Every window must now prominently display the Dominican flag on Tru-
jillo’s birthday and other patriotic occasions.

But the rrujillista way of life is not confined to wealthy upstarts. Under
constant pressure from the new high society, the few remaining members
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of the old landed aristocracy try desperately to keep their fortunes and
social standing intact. This requires constant adjustment as well as com-
promise of principles, which some aristocrats have already regretted.

For old and new classes alike, success depends on the extent to which
they show subservience to Trujillo. Any Dominican who wishes to climb
the political ladder must pay constant homage to Trujillo; adulation has
been elevated to the status of a science. The deification of the Benefactor,
under the slogan “God and Trujillo,” has become a major industry.

Under relentless press indoctrination, Dominicans have learned that
praising the Generalissimo at every opportunity is a “must,” and there is
a permanent scramble going on not only to say more about Trujillo, but to
say it faster than the other man. For ambitious Dominicans the indispensa-
ble art of paying Trujillo extravagant compliments has become an ingrained
habit, and more than one promising young man has made a career out of
proposing new sorts of homage. But Trujillo does not seem to care about
repetition as long as the people are kept busy making genuflexions.

The twenty-fifth year of the Era of Trujillo (in Santo Domingo time
is officially measured by Act of Congress from the date “the Big One”
came to power) afforded an opportunity for the staging of a prodigiously
successful festival of adulation. Trujillo’s twenty-fifth wedding anniversary
with the “Fatherland,” “the glory” and “destiny” was a burst of triumphal
pageantry. The years of 1955 and 1956 (officially proclaimed “The Year
of the Benefactor”) were a national orgy of government-directed abject-
ness. No publication dared suggest the thought that the Generalissimo
might be anything less than a divinely inspired genius. Said the newspaper
La Nacion: “Men are not indispensable. But Trujillo is irreplaceable. For
Trujillo is not a man. He is a political force. An economic force. A social
force . . . A cosmic force . . . Those who try to compare him to his ordi-
nary contemporaries are mistaken. He belongs to . . . the category of
those born to a special destiny.”

This self-deification drive hit a high point at the “International Fair of
Peace and Brotherhood of the Free World,” which Trujillo with uncon-
scious irony arranged as a device to inform mankind of his anniversary.
He spent some $40,000,000 on the Fair, which occupied a 125-acre tract
on the outskirts of Ciudad Trujillo, the capital city, known in pre-Bene-
factor days as Santo Domingo. The Fair consisted of seventy-nine im-
posing buildings—including a Temple of Peace, a vast Coney Island im-
ported from the United States, a $1,000,000 Fountain of Music and
Light, and enough effigies of the Benefactor to fill 2 museum.

Angelita Trujillo, the handsome buxom brunette who is the young apple
of the old man’s eye, was groomed for her role as Queen of the Fair; and
from the day of her proclamation and for a long time after (until criticisms
in the foreign press caught up with the Generalissimo) she was addressed
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only as Her Majesty. She was crowned with a diamond-studded gold
crown that many real sovereigns might envy. At official ceremonies she
wore an $80,000 Italian gown and carried a heavily bejeweled scepter.
This outfit was stunning in more ways than one; in a country whose per
capita national income is $226, its cost represented the annual income of
approximately 800 people.

For all the fortune that was squandered on it, the Fair did not produce
much in the way of increased tourist trade. In its first seven months of
operation it attracted only 24,000 tourists, though 500,000 were expected.
Although great sums of money were spent in publicizing the event in for-
eign countries, it excited a good deal less attention than some other aspects
of the Trujillo regime. Of course, not everything was a failure at the Fair.
There were some happy results. According to the Foreign Agriculture
Service of the United States: “Undoubtedly stimulated by the Dominican
International Fair . . . baby chicks for broiler production are being im-
ported from the United States in unprecedented numbers.”

“The Year of the Benefactor” was finally over, but every day is still
loyalty day for some sector of Dominican society. One day the chiefs of
the armed forces or the labor leaders gather before the cameras; the next
day, it is the dentists; then the rice growers or the foreign colony or the
university students. At parades, rallies, masses, all sorts of new honors—
scrolls, medals, collars (of which he is inordinately fond), honorary de-
grees, titles—are presented to “The Chief.” These seemingly voluntary
affairs come in waves, either to celebrate a new glorious feat of the illus-
trious and peerless statesman or to endorse a new policy or attack against
the enemies of the regime.

It is not enough to pay homage to Trujillo personally. Every function
must include something in honor of Trujillo’s parents. Either a floral
tribute for the late father’s tomb or a visit to his living mother. Practically
every day Dominican newspapers print touching photographs of one dele-
gation of citizens or another surrounding the old lady. In addition to the
kind face of the Excelsa Matrona (the Most High lady), a feature com-
mon to all the photographs is a big flower basket in the center.

Slogans such as “God and Trujillo,” “Trujillo Forever,” “Trujillo Is My
Protector,” “All I Have I Owe to Trujillo,” “Long Live Trujillo,” “We
Will Always Follow Trujillo,” adorn public and private buildings, for-
tresses, pushcarts, and even shoeshine boxes. Every public building, every
store, practically every home, must hang pictures of the Generalissimo and
his little brother Héctor—the present President of the Dominican Republic.
(Some far-seeing people display as well the photograph of Trujillo’s elder
son, Lieutenant General Rafael Leonidas “Ramfis” Trujillo Martinez.)

The pictures are carefully exhibited in the most public places. A fa~
miliar sight is the bronze plaque, with Trujillo’s picture in colors, which
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can be found in every hotel lobby, restaurant and in most private homes.
The plaque reads on one side: “In this place Trujillo is the chief”; and on
the other: “National Symbols: Rectitude, Liberty, Work and Morality.”
The existence of such a plaque is odd enough in itself, but what few visi-
tors to the country know is that this “national symbol” is another of Tru-
jillo’s businesses—they sell for $30 and bring in a nice bit of revenue to
Ferreteria Read C. por A., the hardware concern owned by Mis. Rafael L.
Trujillo, which issues them on an or else basis. However, recent rumor is
that when it became common knowledge that the wholesale cost of the
plaque, manufactured in Mexico, was less than $2, the Ferreteria gave
way to public opinion and lowered the price. Merchants must pay in cash,
but other people may acquire the plaque on credit: “hang it now, pay later.”

During 1955 and 1956 the automobile license plates reminded people
of the act of Congress christening the period “The Year of the Benefactor.”
Some willing drivers added a smaller plate with Viva Trujillo.

The missing Basque scholar Dr. Jesis de Galindez—a personal witness
to this process of moral disintegration—pointed out in his perceptive anal-
ysis of the regime entitled The Era of Trujillo that “at times this adulation
becomes, unwittingly, a form of cruel irony, as in the case of the sign which
I saw hanging over the door of the lunatic asylum in Nigua: ‘We owe
everything to Trujillo!” ”

As chief vehicles for this massive brainwashing operation, the three
Dominican dailies vie with one another in singing Trujillo’s praises. Read-
ing their daily offerings people get the impression that the only reason for
their existence is to print flowery tributes to the Genius of Peace, Hero of
Labor and Paladin of Democracy. “The only thing worse than Trujillo’s
former contempt for democracy is his latest pose as its champion,” wrote
the American journalist and historian, Theodore Draper, in The Reporter.
And he added: “Not merely any ordinary variety of democracy, to be
sure, but one specially adapted to his people’s needs, a Trujillista ‘neo-
democracy.” He has his editorial writers compose absurdly pompous little
essays on the superiority of his unique and inimitable political system.”

The pagan character of the adulatory pageant is further emphasized by
a string of quasi-religious oaths daily proffered, not to God but to the
Benefactor, by the armed forces, labor unions, government employees,
student associations and other groups. In the face of these blasphemous
activities in open violation of Pope Pius XI’s encyclic “Non Abbiamo
Bisognio” condemning the oath given to Mussolini by Italian fascists, the
Church has remained mute. In fact, at every propitious opportunity the
Pope cables cordial greetings to Trujillo. The Vatican contributed with a
religious exposition as well as its blessings to Trujillo’s jubilee. To the
1956 Congress of Catholic Culture, held in Ciudad Trujillo under the
Benefactor’s sponsorship, Francis Cardinal Spellman brought, as the
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Pope’s special representative, a warm-hearted message. Cardinal Spellman
traveled down from New York to be triumphantly received by the Gen-
eralissimo himself. Their cordial embraces were displayed in all Domini-
can front pages the next day, and to cap it all a Dominican priest for-
mally proposed, without receiving any public rebuke, that Trujillo be
named “Benefactor of the Church.”

This account may sound like a piece of fiction lifted from a Broadway
musical comedy on a mythical oriental kingdom, but it is no joke. These
are the props of Dominicans’ ordeal at the hands of Trujillo. They account
for the singular order and regularity, or perhaps it should be called monot-
ony, marking Dominican life. It also accounts for Dominicans’ behavior
in public—their seriousness, quietness, and an apprehensiveness border-
ing on somberness.

Observers usually misinterpret the existing situation as a true mirror of
the national character. However, those who are old enough to remember
life before the Benefactor know the average Dominican to be hospitable,
warm, gay and fun-loving. Even now, despite Trujillo and his police sys-
tem, humor occasionally manages to break through. Those who have
heard them know the jokes are good.

The last one in hush-hush circulation, shortly before I left the country
in 1955, was about a bus passenger, who suddenly put aside the news-
paper he was reading and exclaimed out loud: “Damn Government!”

The secret policeman on duty in the bus jumped up to arrest him.
Somehow the passenger was able to explain that he had been reading
about Argentina’s dictator Juan D. Perdn’s persecution of Catholic priests.
Since he was such a religious man he could not help making the objec-
tionable remark.

The spy, seemingly convinced, left his man alone. However, as the
bus was passing in front of a police station, the informer stopped it and
asked the newspaper reader to accompany him. The man argued he had
already given a reasonable and quite satisfactory explanation, to which
the spy replied:

“Yes, but I am not convinced. I have been thinking it over all this time,
and I'll tell you something: in this world the only one that can be called
‘Damn Government!’ is ours.”

There is also the story of how Josef Stalin, Adolf Hitler and Rafael
Trujillo each died and went to face the God who forgives all sinners.

First to be taken to the Divine Presence was Stalin. He confessed that
he had been a harsh man and too often a cruel one, but that he had served
his notion of human welfare as best he could. And the Lord, so the story
goes, arose and shook Stalin’s hand and said: “Go, Josef, there is a place
here even for you.” Next came Hitler with a similar story, and the Lord
rose and shook his hand and tendered him the same mercy.
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Rafael Trujillo came last. He said that he had owned a small country,
one perhaps beneath his talents; but he had done what he could with it.
The Lord sat in His chair and forgave Trujillo and waved him on.

As the Benefactor departed, Saint Peter turned to the throne and re-
marked: “Lord, there is one thing I do not quite understand. You forgave
all three knaves; but you rose and shook hand only with Stalin and Hitler.
You sat and waved Trujillo past. Why, oh Lord, did you not rise?”

The Lord answered: “My son, if I had risen only a split second to
shake that rascal’s hand, he would have taken my throne from me.”

In addition to the secret humorists, there are secret cynics who, though
placed high in government positions, speak with tongue in cheek, but most
of the Dominicans behave with a disturbing sense of duty and acceptance.
People seem to take their permanent humiliation for granted and the great
majority sing in the chorus with shocking alacrity. Some, it is true, pri-
vately condemn the tyranny, terror and corruption of the regime, but when
asked what they propose to do about it they simply shrug their shoulders.

2' RARE IS THE OUTSTANDING CITIZEN OF THE DOMINICAN
Republic who, in one way or the other, has not collaborated with the
Trujillo regime; but subservience, whatever its advantages, is not per se a
fully satisfactory solution.

Woe betide anyone who indulges in the slightest criticism of the regime,
but even to be left alone it is not enough for a person to demonstrate on
all occasions that he is a proven follower of the dictator. A man’s fortune
is absolutely dependent on the Generalissimo’s caprices, and the history of
the past twenty-seven years is full of examples of government, business
and professional careers ruined overnight for no apparent reason—other
than a gust of the Benefactor’s wrath. When this happens, the wreckage
is total.

Since adulation must be the paramount concern of all Dominicans, no
gathering is permitted—not even a birthday party—without the partici-
pants showing appreciation for Trujillo. In August 1955 a group of lawyers
from Santiago, second largest city of the country, gave at the local Matum
Hotel a testimonial dinner to a distinguished colleague, Dr. Federico C.
Alvarez, who had completed forty years in the profession. The gathering
had no political significance, but in accordance with the rules its organ-
izers cleared the matter with the local authorities and even invited a large
group of high government officials. There were in all about 110 guests,
including legislators and jurists.

Two of the after dinner speakers, the toastmaster, Dr. Eduardo San-
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chez Cabral, and the guest of honor himself, committed the grave mistake
of not mentioning the Benefactor’s name nor his glorious achievements
during their orations. Worst of all, no one shot them on the spot. The
omission was not overlooked, however, by an attending high priest of the
regime, Senator Nicolas Sosa, who on the same night wrote a lengthy re-
port informing the Generalissimo of the scandalous oversight.

Sosa’s report found its way to El Caribe where, except for its heading
and signature, it was fully printed in the letters to the editor section.
Within a few hours all the attending government employees—about two
score—had lost their jobs. The resignations of two senators and several
deputies were accepted by Congress.

This proved to be only the warm-up. Within the next few days the
whole matter grew in noise and turbulence, becoming an immense public
issue. Under Trujillo’s personal direction, newspaper editorials, employing
most pungent words, assailed the guests of the fateful dinner.

Perhaps the most bitter attack was leveled, in two front-page editorials
of El Caribe, against Trujillo’s old crony and sometime adviser, Senator
Rafael Vidal, reportedly the mastermind of “The Chief’s” successful bid
for power in 1930. What seemingly enraged Trujillo in Vidal’s case was
that his former favorite neither spoke up for him nor reported, as Sosa
did, the intolerable outrage of silencing his august name.

Trujillo had no qualms about letting people know what had enraged
him. “Unjustifiable Omission” was the headline he himself chose to run
over a series of letters written by hand-picked aides. The literary output
on the subject was enhanced by a number of abject letters of recantation
by the people under fire. They all admitted guilt and begged for mercy.

Both the accusatory letters and their answers were not lacking in comical
overtones. Sénchez Cabral was called a “drunk.” Vidal was reminded of
his “Negro blood” in a country where in social relations there is no color
line. But the best ones were reserved for Federico Nina, one of the resign-
ing members of Congress, who had particularly displeased “the Big One.”
Nina had tried to lessen his guilt by asserting he had arrived late at the
dinner and therefore had not heard the outrageous speeches. Had he been
there, he stated, he would have undertaken the defense of the Benefactor.
(By this time a man reading a Dominican newspaper without any back-
ground knowledge might have gathered the impression that someone had
actually proffered insulting words against the beloved Generalissimo.)
Nina complained as well that he had heard of his resignation from Con-
gress when a friend told him that at a party in his home town of San
Pedro de Macoris the local Governor had celebrated the “election” of
his successor. It did not take long for Nina to be publicly rebuked. He
was called a “liar” and a “prematurely born baby” (sietemecino) on ac-
count of his short height and frail constitution.
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Then newspapers reported a cheering crowd of 50,000 at a rally held
in Santiago to right the wrong committed against “The Chief.” The group
of speakers, headed by the current Vice President, Dr. Joaquin Balaguer,
spared no words to chide the offenders.

For weeks the big huff went on. Next on the schedule was a stage-
managed, Moscow-style, public purge. A “Tribunal of Honor” of the
Partido Dominicano (the sole Dominican political party to which all
present at the memorable banquet belonged) was called to pass judgment
upon the accused’s conduct. The newspapers enjoyed a field day reporting
the trial’s opening. Pages were filled with pictures of the proceedings and
lengthy accounts of the bewildering pattern of self-accusations, recantations
and shocking lies that marked the first hearing. The second day a curtain
of silence fell upon the press. Not a single line was printed that day, and
for that matter any other day, on the “Affair of the Matum.” For all prac-
tical purposes it had never happened as a mews story; and therefore, it
was never mentioned again. The general public was left only with the
grapevine to feed them the results of the formerly widely-publicized trial.

What happened to warrant such a blackout? It is not quite clear yet,
but it seems that when Federico C. Alvarez’ wantonly adulatory defense
speech at the trial was brought to Trujillo’s attention he decided to act
with even-handed justice. He gave Alvarez a medal as well as a high gov-
ernment office, disbarred the still only half-heartedly repentant Sanchez
Cabral, ordered a severe reprimand for the defendants not on his pay
roll, and deprived membership in the Partido Dominicano to those who
had been high government officials. A large group of prominent Domini-
cans thus became ineligible to work for the Government and unable to
obtain passports, certificates of good conduct, or any other of the many
licenses necessary to conduct business of any sort.

Generous as he is, the Generalissimo, after receiving enough letters of
recantation, lifted the sanctions imposed on the ousted former collabora-
tors. The last to be pardoned was Vidal, but even he now sits again in
Congress—as a member of the lower chamber.

If further proof is needed that even silence may on occasion be sub-
versive, less than two years later, in April 1957, another unjustifiable
omission received wide publicity. This time Trujillo’s own private secre-
tary, the poet Ramén Emilio Jiménez, wrote a scorching article in El
Caribe to take exception to the maiden speech of a new member of the
Dominican Academy of History, Dr. Guido Despradel Batista, who was
charged with the grave sin of ignoring in his essay—which dealt with the
actions of the founders of the Dominican Republic—the patriotic deeds
of the Benefactor. Consequently, Despradel lost not only his newly earned
Academic post but his other paid posts in Government. A resolution passed
by the Municipal Council disavowed him as a native son of the town of
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La Vega. Today he may or may not be restored to the good graces of
“The Chief.”

Whatever its outward ridiculous appearance, the real significance of this
remarkable incident must be found in its connection with the underlying
ramifications of a subtle campaign now under way to whitewash Trujillo’s
character as a wilful collaborator during the American military occupation
between 1916 and 1924. As a result, a thorough rewrite of Dominican
history is being performed, primarily by the Academy of History.

As a political weapon alteration of history has been practiced by almost
every self-perpetuating modern dictatorship—rewriting is part of the well-
known technique of the “big lie.” But nowhere, except perhaps in Orwell’s
1984, has this been so boldly done as in the Dominican Republic. An Orwell-
like act of Congress, passed in August 1955, makes a criminal offender of
anyone whose writings or speeches fall into disagreement with the historical
“truth” as set down by the trujillista Academy of History.

Hence, when the Academy says that in 1920 patriotic-minded young
Lieutenant Trujillo ordered military honors for the Dominican flag in the
town of El Seibo, no one may ask why this piece of “historical truth” was
not unearthed before 1955. Nor may any one ask “how come?” if the
would-be Benefactor was not obeying orders to do so, he was not court-
martialed or even reprimanded afterwards for flagrant public breach of
military discipline. This sort of thing might explain why people who show
so blatant a disregard for the Benefactor as to omit his exalted name in a
speech dealing with one-hundred-year-old happenings, as Despradel did,
are not welcomed among the guardians of the historical party-line.

The remorseless meat grinder of Dominican politics touches everything
in the country, including beauty contests. The election of Carnival queens
has always been the occasion for installing in power the newest of Tru-
jillo’s favorite girl friends. The custom was somewhat modified, however,
after Mrs. Trujillo clamped down on it. Lina Lovatén, a high society girl
elected Queen of the Carnival in 1937, came closer than anyone else to
wrest the throne from the First Lady. It was only after a long desperate
struggle that Mrs. Trujillo retained her place in the Generalissimo’s heart
and Miss Lovatén left the country. She now lives in Miami with her chil-
dren—named Trujillo. In the meantime Carnivals were relegated to a
second place until Trujillo’s own daughter Angelita was ready to hold
the scepter. She was chosen as Queen of the Fair in 1955.

Nevertheless, someone of the ruling circle conceived the idea of pro-
moting Dominican participation in the “Miss Universe” contest at Long
Beach, California, in 1956. The idea was taken up with enthusiasm and
shortly thereafter a host of beautiful candidates for the title of “Miss
Dominican Republic” sprang up from all over the country. Questioned by
Dominican newspaper reporters about their reasons for wanting to rep-
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resent the country, almost all the candidates gave a standard answer. They
wanted the world to know the progress of the Dominican Republic under
the peerless leadership of the Benefactor. Questions about their tastes in
literature met also with near unanimity: most of them loved the moral
writings of the First Lady.

When the moment to select the winner arrived, so did the problems.
The majority of the members of the selecting panel received word from
Mirs. Trujillo that they were permitted to vote for any except two of the
candidates: the prettiest girl (who happened to be the daughter of Eduardo
Sanchez Cabral, of the “Affair of the Matum”) and a niece of the still
hated Queen of the Carnival of 1937, Genoveva Lovatén Ricart. The
judges wisely settled for a distant relative of the Trujillo family, one Olga
Fiallo Oliva.

As should have been expected, when the controversial verdict was an-
nounced to the crowd gathered at the Jaragua Hotel to witness the final
selection, there were a few shouts of protest. The names of the alleged
ringleaders of the demonstration were written down by the secret police.
Most of them were severely scolded in El Caribe, particularly a young
Under Secretary of Industry named Eduardo Leon Asensio, who sup-
posedly should have known better. Leon was accused of conduct unbe-
coming the dignity of a high government official during the enlightened
Era of Trujillo. On the other hand, Mrs. Trujillo seemingly knew what
she was doing in vetoing the candidacy of the prettiest girl. By sheer co-
incidence Sanchez Cabral had been pardoned by “The Chief” and rein-
stated in his good graces in those days.

Under such a system, independent groups and associations cannot exist.
Unlike Hitler and other dictators, Trujillo has not banned certain organi-
zations like the Rotary clubs, Boy Scouts, Masons and religious associa-
tions. All these formerly respected civic groups have been transformed into
Trujillo fronts. Thus, when some trujillista manifesto needs the backing
of internationally known groups for foreign consumption, there are always
the Rotary, Masonic lodge or religious groups to lend a hand.

There is the case, for instance, of a two-page spread addressed to “the
members of the American Newspaper Publishers Association” by their
self-appointed “friends in the Dominican Republic,” that appeared in the
May 5, 1956 issue of the American magazine Editor and Publisher.

After calling the Benefactor “one of the extraordinary figures of our
time” as well as one of “that small handful of men who . . . have changed
the course of history,” the so-called “message” to ANPA summoned the
publishers to provide Trujillo’s full story—Dominican style of course—
to the American people. “We value,” the self-styled “friends” asserted,
“the good opinions of the American citizens highly—as a man must value
the opinions of his friends. And we are enraged when scurrilous rumor-
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mongers tamper with that opinion—as any man must be angered when
malicious untruths about him are spread among his friends.”

Trujillo’s detractors, the ad went on to imply, were only a bunch of
Communists; in fact, the same group that had been maligning the United
States. But, it was added, Dominicans do not believe such lies about
Americans. However, a veiled threat followed: “We are proud to say that
unlike some other ‘friends’ of your country [the U.S.], we give no ear to
these venomous slanders, nor will we so long as you remain our friends.”
(Italics added.)

With the obvious purpose of adding an extra note of respectability to
their assertions, the sponsors of the ad pointed out that former American
Secretary of State Cordell Hull had considered Trujillo “one of the great
statesmen of the Americas.”

At the bottom of this patent piece of trujillista self-adulation—placed
and paid for by the Dominican Information Center, a registered publicity
agency of the Trujillo regime in the United States—appeared the names of
Monsignor Ricardo Pittini, Archbishop Primate of America; Dr. Pedro
Troncoso Sénchez, Rector of the University of Santo Domingo; Dr. Arturo
Damirén Ricart, President of the Rotary Club of Ciudad Trujillo; Dr.
Amable Lugo S., President of the Dominican Red Cross; Rev. Carlos
Amado Ruiz, Pastor of the Consultative Council of Evangelical Churches
of the Dominican Republic; Dr. Hipélito Herrera Billini, President of the
Supreme Court of Justice; Franklin Mieses Burgos, Director of the Insti-
tute of Hispanic Culture; and Dr. Julio Jupiter, President of the Dominican
American Cultural Institute (an organization officially supported by the
U.S. State Department).

Commenting upon this tour de force, Robert U. Brown, editor of Editor
and Publisher and one of the leaders of the Inter American Press Asso-
ciation, stressed the fact that the same group of gentlemen had signed a
letter printed in the April 28, 1956 issue of the New York Times. In their
letter to the Times they took exception to that newspaper calling Trujillo
a dictator and repeated the charge that regardless of nationality the ma-
jority of Trujillo’s critics were “known or hidden Communists.” “That,”
Brown said, “didn’t have to carry the printed endorsement of the ‘Informa-
tion Center’ that our ad carried although we assume it was present.”

Brown noticed that the “notables’ ” letter followed a clear pattern. Just
a few days before in a statement to the press, the Dominican Consul

1In all fairness to the memory of Mr. Hull it must be said that a thorough check of
his two-volume memoirs failed to produce a single instance of such appraisal. It seems
that the much boasted about friendship between Trujillo and Hull is another trujillista
fable with no other foundation than a few protocol exchanges of official letters, one
or two brief personal interviews and a letter Hull wrote to a Dominican diplomat
calling Trujillo “a splendid President, who is outstanding among all those in the
American nations.”
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General in New York had accused the Communists of trying to “disrupt
the unreserved support of Generalissimo Trujillo toward the United
States.” After singling out these and other examples of vicious trujillista
propaganda, Brown concluded: “So it would seem that anyone who at-
tacks Trujillo is a Communist.”

Far more significant is the lack of any record concerning an official rep-
resentation on account of the improper use for partisan politics of the
Dominican American Cultural Institute, an organization sponsored and
paid for by the American taxpayers. Nor did the Vatican chide the Arch-
bishop, either on that occasion or when in September 1957 it was an-
nounced that in response to a query by U.S. Representative Gardner R.
Withrow, Monsignor Pittini asserted that the “absolutely anti-Communist”
Dominican Republic gave its law-abiding citizens as much freedom as
United States citizens have.

3' THE CASUAL VISITORS WHO PUT UP AT THE LUXURIOUS
tourist hotels soon learn to recognize the Dominican Republic as seem-
ingly a land of paradoxes. These people, sometimes newspapermen, do not
succeed in understanding how, although revolutions have been recently
plaguing almost every country south of the Rio Grande, the Dominican
people remains passive, showing not the slightest outward sign of dissatis-
faction or dissent. Nor can they see why—if it is true that there is such
a lack of civil rights in the country as claimed by Trujillo’s enemies—
Dominicans have been left unmoved even by nearby explosions of popular
unrest such as the general strike that in December 1956 unseated the dic-
tatorial regime of President Paul Magloire in Haiti.

Conversely, Dominicans feel at a loss trying to understand why people
coming down to their land from supposedly free lands—where human dig-
nity is highly prized and people are allegedly taught never to bow under
the pressures of tyranny—do not wait long to express unrestrained ap-
proval of the Dominican dictatorship.

Bound to his land by the virtual impossibility of obtaining a passport,
the average Dominican is unable to grasp why people who enjoy freedom
of movement sink themselves into the poisonous morass of Trujilloland
and, worst of all, act as if they enjoyed it.

“We are very happy to have the opportunity to express the affection and
the loyalty that we feel toward President Trujillo.” These words did not
come from the lips of a native courtier. They were uttered by an execu-
tive of a large American sugar corporation on an occasion of public
homage to the Benefactor. Then Mr. E. I. Kilbourne added: “This loy-
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alty is born not only as a consequence of our friendly personal relations
that always have existed between each one of us individually and General
Trujillo, but it is also the result of the wisdom and foresight that he has
shown in considering the problems of the industry with which we are as-
sociated.”

Incapable of understanding the reasons for this conduct, Dominicans
reach the false conclusion that servility is not the exclusive patrimony of
enslaved nations. The local press prints many dispatches showing the
favorable international disposition toward the Benefactor’s achievements
and the regime spares no effort to convince its subjects that they can ex-
pect neither encouragement nor sympathy from the outside world should
they try to stand up against Trujillo’s rule.

It is with profound pessimism, therefore, that Dominicans see the
honors paid to Trujillo by distinguished foreigners, including influential
statesmen, military brass, clergymen and the diplomatic representatives of
the most democratic powers of the world. It is impossible to estimate the
demoralizing effect wrought when more than thirty diplomats offered a
glittering testimonial dinner to Trujillo on the night of January 9, 1956,
to celebrate his so-called silver wedding anniversary with the Fatherland.
Upon that occasion, speaking in the name of his colleagues, the Vatican
representative, Monsignor Salvatore Siino, praised in no uncertain terms
the Christian spirit and humanitarian content of Trujillo’s most Catholic
statesmanship. Whereupon, as a token of warm affection the Benefactor
was given an autographed silver platter.

The diplomatic corps offered somewhat similar homage on the night of
May 18, 1957 to President Héctor B. Trujillo, whose name had headed
the single-party ticket in the elections held two days before—extending
for another five years the dictatorship’s sway. Although Héctor was the
man supposedly being feted on this occasion, the Generalissimo, true to
form, stole the show from little brother. He barely allowed Héctor to re-
ceive a scroll signed by twenty-two chiefs of missions.

By the same token no international conference ever set down to busi-
ness in the Dominican Republic without first electing as honorary presi-
dents the Generalissimo and his little brother the President.

Individually, too, foreign diplomats give the impression that their duty
is to make exaggerated curtsies to the Generalissimo. In the last fifteen
years a big nation like Brazil has failed to accredit to the country a single
ambassador willing to show, if not dignified and open adherence to demo-
cratic principles, at least some restraint and discretion in his dealings
with the Benefactor. The question which puzzles students of the Dominican
situation is: How does Trujillo go about persuading free men to accept
this sort of thing in the first place?

As far as the Benefactor is concerned, the answer lies in his practical
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knowledge of human nature. Diplomats are tempted by flattery and by
actions that tend to enhance ther sense of prestige. Thus, in exchange for
medals and honorary degrees, in many cases, diplomats turn themselves
into shameless propagandists of the rrujillista gospel.

Paulo Germano Hasslocher, who retired as Brazilian Ambassador to the
Dominican Republic full of trujillista honors, exemplifies this type of
diplomat. He developed a reputation as something of a “shadow” to the
Benefactor at receptions and other functions, and his mouth was always
full of eulogies for the Dominican regime he would never lavish upon his
own government. Upon his return to Brazil, Hasslocher openly engaged in
public relations work for Trujillo in the Rio de Janeiro press.

The present Brazilian Ambassador, Decio Martins Coimbra, did not
wait long to follow in his predecessor’s footsteps. Shortly after his arrival
in September 1956, he earned for himself the dubious distinction of re-
ceiving a congratulatory communication from all the members of the
Dominican cabinet, who were elated by his pro-Trujillo statements in a
speech broadcast by the Trujillo-owned radio network, La Voz Domini-
cana, on Brazil’s Independence Day.

Another outstanding example of a diplomat turned trujillista in detri-
ment to the best interests of his own country, is afforded by Dr. Enrique
Loudet, Chargé d’Affaires of the Argentinian regime of General Pedro E.
Aramburu. While Trujillo was engaged in actively helping the former Ar-
gentinian dictator Juan D. Perén to plot from Venezuela against the
Aramburu government—as officially charged later by more alert Argen-
tinian diplomats—Ioudet’s mouth was filled with laudatory adjectives for
the Benefactor. So intense was Loudet’s admiration for the Generalissimo
that on several occasions he broke all the rules of diplomatic propriety
and called his hero in public “Trujillo the Great.”

Finally recalled by his Government, Loudet was showered with honors
before his departure. Upon Trujillo’s orders, the University of Santo
Domingo bestowed upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of Philosophy,
and he was appointed an honorary professor as well. The diplomat paid
back in kind. Prior to his investiture Loudet dedicated his last book, pub-
lished in Ciudad Trujillo, to the Benefactor “in homage of sincere and
deep admiration for his peerless achievements of visionary statesmanship.”
Then, to crown his performance the outgoing Chargé d’Affaires printed a
farewell message in El Caribe, stating that he considered himself unable to
repay his debt of gratitude to the Dominican people and, particularly, to
their illustrious statesmen-—meaning no doubt the big and little brothers.

Mezxico is another country which lately betrayed its time-honored
democratic traditions through the antics of its Ambassador to Trujillo’s
court. The head of the Mexican diplomatic mission in Ciudad Trujillo, Dr.
Francisco del Rio Caiiedo, was recalled in the long run but only after his
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increasingly vocal support of Trujillo had proved a source of embarrass-
ment for the Mexican Foreign Office. He, too, left the country with his
hands full of the highest Dominican decorations and with honorary de-
grees awarded by the University of Santo Domingo and other Govern-
ment institutions.

Foreign adulation is not limited to diplomats. Ordinary people indulge
in the practice with equal gusto, and some cynical natives point out the
fact that strangers soon show a remarkable command of the art of toady-
ing to the Benefactor and even a knack for outrunning natives in their
adulatory race.

At the beginning of 1956, a group of foreigners, headed by the late
Jobn Hagen, American construction tycoon, set up a widely-advertised
committee for the purpose of erecting a statue of the Benefactor in the
center of Independence Park in Ciudad Trujillo. After Hagen’s untimely
death, another American millionaire, William B. Pawley, has been closely
associated with this project, announced as an expression of gratitude from
the “foreign colony” to the Generalissimo.

By the same token, when the hotel operators decided it was high time
to show their “gratitude™ to the dictator for allowing them to accommodate
the few American tourists still coming to the country, it was a well-known
American businessman (then associated with Dominican Government hotel
properties) who was chosen as president of the organizing and fund-raising
committee: Robert K. Christenberry.

Foreign corporations are actively engaged in publicity schemes in the
Dominican Republic, which would be unheard of in the countries they
come from. Esso Standard Oil, for example, announced to its clients the
introduction of a new type of gasoline in January 1956 with a full page
ad in El Caribe. Instead of explaining the many advantages of the new
product, the American corporation let it be known, as its only and most
convincing argument, that this progressive step was a result of its earnest
desire to keep abreast of the country’s achievements in the “highly pro-
pitious Year of the Benefactor.” A few days later the inauguration of a
new Pan American World Airways flight was advertised in similar terms.
On national holidays the foreign corporations deem it their duty to join
in the chorus of benedictions to “The Chief” and place full-page news-
paper ads written in the usual flowery language. It may be, of course, that
this attitude is an application of “when in Rome, do as Romans do.”

One of the ironies of the situation is that the Johnny-come-latelies from
overseas seem to be not only great admirers of Trujillo’s domestic accom-
plishments, but most enthusiastic collaborators with his foreign policy.
Their unreserved support of “The Chief” goes so far that it may run coun-
ter to the best interest of their own countries. If the Benefactor gets in a
quarrel with a neighboring leader—a thing likely to happen over any trifle
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—it is a sure bet that the nationals of the “enemy” country residing in
Santo Domingo will “spontaneously” rally to Trujillo’s defense. Their
statements chiding the Government back home for its obnoxious be-
havior toward the Benefactor are prominently displayed by the press and
broadcast by the radio networks. The files of the Dominican newspapers
will reveal during the past two years a number of such derogatory letters
against the Governor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Luis Mufioz
Marin, who has lately become one of Trujillo’s pet hatreds. The Bene-
factor highly resents the uncompromising democratic stand of the Puerto
Rican statesman. Before blackmailing Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista
into the Caribbean axis of tyrannies, the Cuban regime was a favorite tar-
get for the most slanderous attacks by the Dominican press and radio.
Many Cubans were willing collaborators with “The Chief’s” designs.

In deference to truth, it must be said that regardless of nationality all
residents of the country are subject to almost the same types of pressure
from the dictatorship. Hence, to protect their means of livelihood, peoples
of all nationalities react in much the same way. There are, however, an
increasing number of visitors for whom this excuse is not applicable—the
transient intellectual and political beachcombers. Usually newspapermen,
writers, legislators, government officials, lecturers, professors, or labor
leaders, these people come down to the country either to further their own
political game or to seek an opportunity to exploit Trujillo’s unquenchable
thirst for publicity.

The modern privateers of the pen who hop from dictatorship to dicta-
torship throughout Latin America find an exceedingly fertile ground in the
Dominican Republic. A mysterious grapevine tells them that a few gold
coins may easily be obtained whenever they feed the dictator’s ego. To
secure economic gains they feel no qualms in joining with alacrity the
extragavant pageant of tributes.

Occasional visitors to the country, whose contacts are normally limited
to the tourist hotels, government guides, embassies, and perhaps a few
business associates, hardly notice the full extent of the situation. With the
exception of a handful of well-trained, alert newspapermen (who know
that a brief visit to a totalitarian capital cannot give insight into the
country’s real nature) most of the visitors seem to take the outward signs
of Dominican life as a true reflection of national character.

Latins are known to be explosive—to eat politics, breathe politics, sleep
politics—but not Dominicans. However, their political disinterest seems
so well adjusted to the strange setting in which they live that few people
pay any attention to it. Not even their silences, lack of opposition and
near somberness, coupled with a remarkable show of unanimous support
of the regime, make the passing visitors suspicious. Even the most percep-
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tive among newspapers correspondents—with a few honorable exceptions,
of course—leave the country after a brief visit and report: “It is a dicta-
torship, but there is peace, progress, stability, and the people seem to
support it.” These reporters fail to grasp the solid fact that what they see
are results, not causes.



CEEECE

THE WIDE GULF

]- UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF RAFAEL L. TRUJILLO THE
Dominican Republic still has a Constitution which, adorned with an elab-
orate bill of rights, reads like a very democratic document. Yet the tech-
niques of Government are obscure, and there is a wide gulf between the
letter of this “Magna Charta” and the actual workings of the regime.

However, this should not be strange. The Generalissimo has revealed
himself as a firm believer in tradition and there is not a more ingrained
tradition in Latin America than that of giving a legal democratic appear-
ance to strong arm regimes. Observers of the situation, including the
missing Professor Jestis de Galindez, point out that the typical Spanish
American dictatorship has a characteristic which identifies it and, at the
same time, isolates and differentiates it from other dictatorial regimes: to
wit, “it’s adoption of the formal structure of western democracy.”

Noting that Latin American dictatorships feature a constitution, peri-
odical elections, and a Government—whose structure is sometimes in-
spired by that of the United States—divided into the three classical
branches, Galindez asserted that “each and every one of these democratic
institutions become perverted in practice so that they turn out to be mere
instruments at the service of a strong man, who usually is the president of
the republic.”

By these standards Trujillo qualifies as a prototype of the Latin dicta-
tor. He, however, has far exceeded anything the pace-setters might have
taught him in this field. Despite his absolute power, he has paid lip-service
to the external trappings of democratic rule. Instead of discarding democratic
procedures, he has managed to make a mockery of them. Instead of sweeping
away the Constitution he found in full force when he came to power, he
chose rigorously to observe its precepts and scrupulously to maintain such
cumbersome and seemingly unnecessary stage props as a separate executive,
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legislature and judiciary. If some constitutional provision bothers him or
stands in his way, he sometimes overcomes it by stretching the extremely
pliable fabric of Dominican political institutions. But if the obstacle appears
insurmountable, he promptly brushes it aside with the help of properly
passed constitutional amendments. This he has done four times through the
twenty-seven years he has been in the saddle: in 1934, 1942, 1947 and 1955.

In some measure, by indulging in this pastime of changing the consti-
tutional canon at will, Trujillo shows a steadfast adherence to another tra-
dition inbedded in the political mores of the Dominican nation. The utter
disregard for the sanctity of the Constitution, shown by local chieftains
through all the years of independence, has always been regarded as one
of the chief obstacles to orderly democratic government in the country.

Benjamin Sumner Wells, one of the keenest students of Dominican his-
tory, put the matter clearly in his book, Naboth’s Vineyard.

“Constitutional government, in brief, is to the average Dominican but
an empty phrase. The Constitution originally proclaimed has been changed
innumerable times merely to satisfy the selfish aspirations of the indi-
vidual or the party in power. It has never been amended or reformed in
the interest of the Dominican people as a whole. Instead of being regarded
as the sacred charter of the people’s liberties, the Constitution has been
considered a legitimate source of advantage to the party or to the person
in control, and has consequently been modified at frequent intervals with-
out due reflection, and without proper consideration, solely to satisfy the
desires or requirements of those enabled thus to advance them.”

Had Welles been writing about the current Dominican situation he could
not have chosen better words to assess it. At its best, government in the
Dominican Republic today is by Trujillo, of Trujillo, and for Trujillo.

The present constitution was adopted in December 1955, and it is one
of the newest in Latin America. In its present form it is a relatively short
document. The constitution has no preamble and at once proceeds to a
number of general statements concerning the democratic nature of the
government and the inalienability of the national territory.

Article Four declares communism incompatible with the fundamental
principles recognized by the charter and authorizes Congress to pass laws
punishing those who advocate such a doctrine. Another article calls the
only political party in the country, the Partido Dominicano, an agency of
civilization, and still another proclaims that the titles granted to General-
issimo Trujillo are permanent and cannot be revoked.

The Constitution has an imposing list of guarantees of individual liberty.
First among the rights is the “inviolability of life.” According to the Con-
stitution the death penalty may not be imposed except in cases of treason
or espionage during wartime.

Then comes “individual security.” According to clause 2 of Article 8,
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no one may be arrested without a court order save in case of flagrante
delicto. There are different provisions guaranteeing that anyone arrested
must be presented in court within forty-eight hours after his arrest or else
released, and that anyone deprived of liberty without cause or without
legal formalities must be released immediately upon his or another’s request
(Habeas Corpus). In practice, however, none of these precepts is ever ful-
filled. The courts as a rule deny in political trials the right to an accused
person to confront his accuser. There are situations where star-chamber
procedures are employed in preference to public trials, and there are even
persons and groups to whom the right of any trial at all is denied. In many
circumstances, individuals are subject to double jeopardy. On one occa-~
sion my own father, while a judge of first instance in the court of San-
tiago, acquitted a young student, Rafael Moore Garrido, charged with
“communist activities.” Upon acquittal the boy was apprehended at the
doors of the court and brought back to trial. My father acquitted him
again. Thereupon the Government demoted my father as a judge and later
on another judge condemned the unfortunate youngster. As a rule in cases
involving political crimes the accused is denied the individual right to a
public trial, to due process of the law, or to freedom from excessive bail
and fines.

The right to own property is also guaranteed by the Constitution. This
right is usually respected as long as a conflict with the private interests of
Trujillo or members of his family does not arise. If such a thing happens,
the constitutional guarantee is soon forgotten. Anyone can start a new
business—provided, of course, that it does not compete with a Trujillo
enterprise—but if it prospers the proprietor is likely to find that a member
of the Trujillo family has become a silent partner. Enemies of the govern-
ment are stripped, either without due process of law or through phony law
suits and alleged claims for back taxes. Innumerable are the cases of
people who have lost their fortunes just because they did not agree with
the Benefactor about something. One of the best known examples is
that of Juan Rodriguez Garcia, the second richest man in the country, who
in 1946 went into exile and soon thereafter headed the abortive revolu-
tionary attempts of Cayo Confites and Luperén. All Rodriguez’ properties,
worth according to conservative estimates around $8 million, were con-
fiscated by the Administration and later sold for a pittance to members of
the Trujillo family and hand-picked associates of the Benefactor.

A reading of the constitutional provisions concerning labor and social
security will lead anyone to believe that Dominicans live within the perfect
welfare state. They are supposedly assured protection from the day they
see light for the first time to the fateful moment in which they depart from
this world. A labor code, properly called Cédigo Trujillo de Trabajo, was
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passed by Congress to implement the constitutional provisions. The code
is an almost perfect instrument of protection for the toiling man, drafted
in accordance with the highest standards set by the International Labor
Organization (of which the Dominican Republic is a member), but in
practice it is an almost forgotten blessing and the workers are discouraged
from making use of its provisions for collective bargaining and the right
to strike. Since the promulgation of the code not a single labor pact has
been signed to regulate wages and labor conditions and not a strike has
been called by any of the government-dominated unions.

These examples show that the value of a bill of rights depends, of course,
on its interpretation. It has been pointed out before that a declaration of
human rights is no better than the officials who enforce it. Yet, even though
the interpretation of the bill of rights is left to his absolute discretion and
that of his subservient judiciary, Trujillo does not take chances. Accord-
ing to clauses 7 and 8 of Article 38 of the Constitution it is possible to
declare either a state of siege—under which certain individual freedoms
are suspended—or a state of national emergency with suspension of all
rights except that of inviolability of life.

Following another Latin American custom the constitution provides for
a very strong executive. In the scheme of Dominican political life—even
under normal conditions—the president is more important than Congress
or the courts, or the two combined. He is elected for a five-year term, but
there is, unlike most Latin nations, no constitutional restriction to prevent
further reelections. The president is authorized to appoint and remove al-
most the entire personnel of the national administration; only for diplo-
matic appointments does he need Senate confirmation. He is allowed to
call special sessions of Congress and also to extend regular sessions. The
executive can impede by decree the entry of foreigners into the country
and deport them without appeal. With regard to lawmaking the presi-
dent’s authority is not at all unusual, except that he is specifically per-
mitted to issue decree laws on budgetary matters when Congress is not
in session. He may also introduce bills in Congress (in practice he is the
only one who does it) and may veto congressional proposals. A two-thirds
vote in each chamber is necessary to override the president’s veto.

For years Trujillo has been toying with the idea of grooming his elder
son, Lieutenant General Rafael L. “Ramfis” Trujillo, Jr., to take his place
in the Dominican scheme of things. This has not happened because Tru-
jillo is inimical to sharing any portion of his absolute power with anyone
else, even his own beloved son. However, in 1955, when the young Tru-
jillo was already 26 years of age, certain constitutional amendments were
passed in order to lower the required age for the presidency to 25 years
and to restore the post of Vice-President which had been eliminated in
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1942. Somehow the Benefactor’s plans for making his son first Vice-
President as a step to the next higher position backfired. Ramfis who has
strong ambitions of his own resented not being offered the presidency right
away and haughtily refused the vice-presidential nomination. The excuse
he gave publicly was that he did not want to give up his military career.

Though unquestionably the boss, the Generalissimo no longer bothers
about the title of President, a post which has been held since 1952 by his
younger brother, General Héctor B. Trujillo Molina. No one, not even the
“president” himself, however, has any illusions about where the real power
resides. A special law declares that the Benefactor is entitled to the same
privileges as the nominal president, but aside from this act dealing with
protocol details, there is no other description of “the Chief’s” role as
“super-president” either in the laws of the country or in the constitution.
For all purposes, however, Trujillo is recognized even by foreign govern-
ments as the actual head of the state, a fact of which international or-
ganizations take cognizance. Cabinet members, and other high officials,
when appointed to office address their thanks not to Héctor but to Rafael.
In his own speeches the Generalissimo takes credit for all things done
since 1930, despite the fact there have been periods when he has been
technically out of office.

Thirty-one articles of the constitution elaborate in a detailed manner the
rights and duties of the legislative power. There is a two-chambered Con-
gress, elected by popular suffrage for five-year terms. Although an avowed
rubber-stamp body, whose members are all picked followers of the Bene-
factor—elected either in the single-ticket of the omly existing party or
by the vote of their congressmen on the floor of each chamber—the Do-
minican Congress has a record number of meetings, not exceeded by any
other popular assembly in the globe. It never recesses in the whole year
and when a session is about to end it is either prolonged by Congress
itself or by a presidential decree it convenes for a special session. As a
result, there is probably no other Congress that legislates so profusely as
the trujillista one. Dominican legislation is casuistic to the greatest possible
degree. Trujillo send bills to Congress to accommodate the law of the land
to his passing caprices. So, when in 1935 he wanted to divorce wife num-
ber two (Mrs. Bienvenida Ricardo) to marry wife number three, Trujillo
sent a message to Congress which promptly passed a law providing that
a married couple may be divorced, by the unilateral will of one of the
partoers, after five years of childless marriage. Later when he wanted to
disavow and disinherit his daughter Flor de Oro, Congress passed a law
making it possible for a father to do such a thing. Other examples of this
type of legislation are the law making it a crime to resign a government
post while its holder is on foreign soil; the law giving equal rights to chil-
dren born out of wedlock (which benefits the large Trujillo flock); and a
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host of tax exemptions and other financial provisions passed to meet
trujillista needs by simple changes of legal arrangements.

Almost everything can be made legal in the country. Lacking the bal-
ance provided by opposition groups, the main function of the legislative
power is to give speedy sanctions to the policies laid down by the execu-
tive. The chambers display exemplary dispatch in the approval of laws
presented by the President and it is not uncommon for a bill declared
“urgent” to be given two readings by both houses and passed—all in one
day. For two years I was a member of Congress and throughout that
period I do not recall a single argument over the passage of a bill. The few
occasions in which bills were introduced directly from the floor (and
I had to do it twice) were upon direct orders from the Generalissimo, who
would pick a legislator for that purpose.

Although members of congress are supposedly elected by direct vote,
actually they do not represent their constituents. They are chosen entirely
from above in accordance with standards determined by Trujillo himself,
which are very fluid and vary with individual cases. An able pimp, a
crooked lawyer or a paid thug has as much a right to sit in Congress, in
Trujillo’s opinion, as an honorable merchant, farmer or professional. All
of them, accordingly, mix freely in the chambers of the Senate and the
House of Representatives. The head of the political parties—and since
there is just one in the Dominican Republic, Trujillo himself—has exclu-
sive power to appoint new congressmen as vacancies occur, a thing bound
to occur frequently because every legislator (as well as any other elected
official) must sign his resignation before taking the oath of office.

Congress, it must be noted, is the only body empowered by the Con-
stitution to declare war on a foreign power. This has been done only once
during the Era of Trujillo—in 1941 when the Dominican Republic took
the Free World’s side in the war against Fascism and Nazism. Credit for
doing this has been shamelessly taken away from Congress by Trujillo.
He even asked and was granted upon one occasion, in December 1949,
the authorization, obviously unconstitutional, to declare war against any
nation harboring enemies of the regime.

Several articles of the Constitution deal with the legal system. There
are courts in the Dominican Republic and even a Supreme Court. Justice,
however, is corrupt. Judges have no independence and are so accustomed
to take their cue from government officials, even in cases in no way con-
nected with politics, that the situation became a matter of growing concern
even to Trujillo himself. The racket of selling court decisions (a privilege
not of the judges themselves but of certain members of the Trujillo family,
as well as a handful of their henchmen) grew to such scandalous propor-
tions and the majesty of justice sunk to such low depths that in 1956 Tru-
jillo felt compelled to send a bill to Congress making any attempt by a
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Government official to influence the course of legal procedures a punish-
able offense.

On the whole Trujillo’s structure of power is tyrannical and arbitrary;
but it is also fluid and adaptable. Its main characteristic—one that is ap-
parent in almost all modern “popular democracies”—is a fake reliance
on popular approval; force is disguised by forms of law or justice.
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EDUCATION OF A
DICTATOR

]- GENERALISSIMO RAFAEL L. TRUJILLO’S STORY HAS BEEN
rewritten so many times by his biographers in the Dominican National
Palace with such notable changes, bold omissions and emendations that
the Dominican Republic now possesses a new, fully slanted history. The
technique—popularized in fiction by George Orwell—has proved greatly
successful for Trujillo. As a result, in the Dominican Republic the color
black is not necessarily black nor is white white—the color depends en-
tirely on how the Generalissimo sees it.

Rafael Leonidas Trujillo Molina, fourth of a family of eleven children
(ten are still alive), was born in San Cristobal, Dominican Republic,
October 24, 1891. The place where Trujillo saw the light of day for the
first time was a poverty-ridden, sleepy, agricultural village on the southern
coast. Trujillo’s family, like practically every other family in that back-
ward community, was struggling to make ends meet. His father, humble,
amiable José Trujillo Valdez, better known as Pepito, was a nonentity.

Pepito never rose by himself above the level of a minor postal clerk
in his home-town, whose salary, when not in arrears, was substandard.
With so many mouths to feed it is not strange that the Trujillo children
walked shoeless during their early days. It is not improbable that as a side-
line the pater familias and his elder children resorted occasionally to cat-
tle rustling.

Rather than seeing advantage in their hero’s humble beginnings, rather
than exploiting the cruel but nevertheless honorable handicap of poverty,
Trujillo’s biographers have drawn a screen over these early days. The
published facts dealing with this period are sparse indeed. It is officially
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said that he was taught to read and write by his maternal grandmother,
Ercind Chevalier, described by one of the chroniclers as a “woman of
great charm and culture.” It is also said that Rafael attended grammar
school, and that he suffered an attack of diphtheria.

Dr. Jesis de Galindez, the Basque scholar whose disappearance has
been generally attributed to his research into the Trujillo regime, left be-
hind an exhaustive, soundly documented history of the Generalissimo en-
titled The Era of Trujillo. But even a trained historian like Galindez met
with little success in his search for facts about Trujillo’s early life. “Pub-
lished references to his (Trujillo’s) childhood and adolescence are vague
and at times contradictory,” wrote Galindez. “It seems that his first em-
ployment came to him at the age of sixteen when he became a telegraph
operator.”

Here again we find a curious reluctance for a sympathetic exploitation of
Trujillo’s underprivileged youth. “The Big One” could have easily been
described as a Dominican Thomas Alva Edison. This reluctance is partly
explained only by the fact that Trujillo’s home was not only poor but
unhappy. Lacking proper guidance and care, the children grew up without
much respect for law and property. Intent on feeding the increasing fam-
ily with the meager means at hand neither José Trujillo Valdez nor his
benevolent, godfearing wife, Julia Molina, could instill much Christianity as
a way of life upon their tattered household.

My research for data concerning Trujillo’s boyhood has been as disap-
pointingly unsuccessful as that of Dr. de Galindez. I am familiar with an
account saying that “the Chief’s” formal education was acquired at Pablo
Barina’s grammar school in San Cristobal. I also know that as the prin-
cipal and omly teacher of the village’s only school, Sefior Barines had his
hands full and was barely able to keep a watchful eye on every child put
under his custody. Discipline was hard to maintain in the loose establish-
ment and truancy was rampant. No wonder it is impossible to find docu-
mentation that Trujillo rose higher than the fourth grade.

But if the children did not learn much at school, the dusty streets which
separated in those days the monotonous rows of San Cristobal’s shacks pro-
vided them with an excellent schooling in lawlessness. To survive the
rowdyism of the neighborhood’s kids, a boy had to be tougher than the
others. Or, at least, as in Trujillo’s case he had to belong to a large, clan-
nish family. In frequent street brawls the solid front of the Trujillo boys
proved good enough to lick all opposition, a fact they never forgot later
in life. From such an environment Rafael emerged as a resourceful, head-
strong character. “As a boy Trujillo was always in trouble” recalls one of
his neighbors. “Always trying to cheat someone, always bragging about
how he would one day make big money without much effort.”

Trujillo quickly earned himself a nickname. He was called Chapita. For
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some unknown reason Trujillo never liked his nickname. No one knows
for certain how he acquired it, but the fact that he strongly resented it
might be the cause for a number of unsavory versions about its origin. In
Spanish the word chapita means a small metal token or medal, but by a
rather slangy extension it also means “bottle cap.” People who knew “the
Chief” in those days assert that he developed an early passion for hoarding
caps of soda pop and beer bottles, as well as other little trinkets. Upon
discovering this hobby, it is said, other children began calling him Chapita.
Trujillo’s detractors argue that the passion itself was not responsible for
the nickname, but the fact that Rafael was not too particular about the
means by which he acquired his trifles. In support of their contention they
note that collecting caps was a widespread hobby of children in those days.
Somehow the nickname was eventually eliminated as result of one of Tru-
jillo’s earliest biographical rewrites. To accomplish this, however, he had
to banish the word from the language. Many people who stubbornly dis-
regarded the prohibition paid dearly for their daring. Though successful
in suppressing the word, the Generalissimo has failed to abolish its mean-
ing. The natural and probably innocent boyhood passion for collecting
meaningless trifles remains with him to this day although considerably
changed in scope. In his maturity Trupillo collects medals and decorations,
of which he possesses more than fifty.

The diphtheria attack has received a curious interpretation in the official
annals. Trujillo’s recovery from this illness is explained as a Divine Man-
ifestation. Dominican children are instructed in their class rooms that God
reached down and saved the suffering Rafael so that he might one day
lead the “Fatherland” forward to its present glorious state.

Apart from these bare facts, a thick blanket is thrown over Trujillo’s
early years by his apologists. A brief tear is shed for his youth, however.
“Both his environment and the times curtailed his early formal education,”
writes one of the official biographers. He also states that “the same set of
circumstances soon set him (Trujillo) to earning his own livelihood, and
it was then that, under the guidance of his uncle, Don Plinio Pina Che-
valier, he started as a telegraph operator.”

There was a time in Trujillo’s early life when he did some honest work.
The guiding uncles (there were two) who provided him with the means of
earning his daily bread at such an early age were Julia Molina’s half broth-
ers, Teodulo and Plinio Pina Chevalier. From the outset both men exerted
a large influence in shaping their nephew’s life and character.

Plinio, a quiet, soft-spoken, short man of no small personal charm and
intelligence, was for years one of Rafael’s most trusted advisers. After Tru-
jillo became President, Plinio came to live in the United States, accredited
as a Counselor to the Dominican Embassy in Washington. However, he
spent most of his time in New York City, where during a long period he
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acted as a sort of personal representative of Trujillo in political and busi-
ness fields. Shielded by his diplomatic immunity Plinio had his fingers in
many international political pies and his New York City apartment was a
hotbed of high political intrigue. He died in New York late in 1956 and
his body was returned to the Dominican Republic where upon Trujillo’s
orders an elaborate official funeral was held. One of Ciudad Trujillo’s
streets has been named after him.

The other uncle, Teodulo, dedicated himself to domestic politics as well
as the sensuous pleasures of life. A colorful character with a real zest for
life, for food and for alcohol. In his youth he had sported a flair for writ-
ing poetry and prose which made him the only “intellectual” in the Family.
He finally drank himself out of existence.

A highly voluble extrovert who easily made friends and connections even
in stations higher than his own, Teodulo was instrumental in finding Rafael a
place in the Dominican scheme of things. For this, when the time came,
he was rewarded by his nephew with wealth and high office. Teodulo’s
antics, however, soon proved to be a liability, and his advice was sought
less and less until he stopped playing any active role in Dominican poli-
tics. He died in a sort of mild disgrace. Late in life he found, according to
one of the unfriendly biographers (an assertion born out by fact), pleasure
in the exhibition of pornographic motion pictures and in the erotic chas-
ing of beautiful sefioritas. “There were those who fled the now rotund,
flabby Uncle Teodulo, to refuge in foreign legations,” adds the same source.

A further search for the truth concerning the early period of Trujillo’s
life shows that another of the fact-twisting “rewrite” men on the National
Palace staff points out that the need to earn a livelihood led Trujillo into
“other avenues.” The careless euphemism calls for some elaboration. Dis-
tasteful as it is, to do so I have to resort now to facts in the wide litera-
ture on Trujillo that is the property of his detractors. To some degree, both
the sources and the information need a careful weeding out.

There is available, however, still another piece of friendly evidence
bearing on Trujillo’s youth. While in his middle twenties he was hired as a
policeman by one of the sugar companies then operating in the country.
In the interim he had taken as his wife in a Catholic Church ceremony one
Aminta Ledesma. Aminta’s name would have been erased from trujillista
history books by now had not she borne Trujillo a fabulous daughter named
Flor de Oro (Flower of Gold). The image of her sire, Miss Trujillo has
earned some measure of international recognition, independent of her
father’s name, for running the matrimonial scale as if it were an exercise in
velocity. Married seven times, Flor de Oro counts among her conquests the
international lover Porfirio Rubirosa.

According to official biographer Gilberto Sinchez Lustrino, the “Cen-
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tral Boca Chica” (a sugar mill Trujillo now owns) employed Rafael as
Jefe de Orden or chief of the company’s private police. However, an
official memorandum admitting Trujillo to the Constabulary gives as his
occupation at the sugar mill that of guarda campestre (forester). Anyway,
whatever his title, the job was that of an informer or, as another biographer
has dressed it up, “in charge of security arrangements.” Trujillo’s duty was
to reveal labor discontent and to help stifle it. The ways and means of
discharging his duties were left to his own invention and soon he was
congratulated for a job well done. Sanchez Lustrino tells us that the future
Generalissimo’s “strength of character” as well as other qualities won him
a commendation by the mill management. Considering that the rope was
the favorite method of settling labor disputes in the sugar properties, it is
not risky to assert that in Boca Chica, Trujillo received his elementary
education in strongarm tactics.

None of the friendly biographers, however, gives an account of how
Trujillo happened to lose a job for which he was so well fitted. Albert
C. Hicks, an American journalist and author of a book on Trujillo en-
titled Blood in the Streets, reveals that Rafael’s travels along “other ave-
nues” were started around that time and that while controlling others he
could not restrain himself, finally running afoul of justice.

Hick’s impartiality of judgment has been lately recognized by Trujillo,
who hired his biographer for an investigation of the Galindez’ case on the
basis, as printed in American newspapers, of his alleged knowledge of the
Dominican situation. However, if Trujillo went to jail, as Hicks asserts, it
was for something not connected with his job, since in later days there
has been produced the photostat of a letter of recommendation, addressed
to the American military authorities, in which the manager of the Central
Boca Chica, Antonio Trigo, praises his former employee.

Nevertheless, it is necessary to state that in those days jobs were not too
plentiful in the Dominican Republic and, where they existed at all, they
brought a pittance. So, it is not strange that a gifted man like Trujillo
would try to figure out easier ways to make a buck than working sixteen
hours a day at a sugar mill. There were seemingly limitless opportunities
in the field of forgery, cattle rustling and informing. The oldest profession
as well provided almost princely positions to those willing to pimp a little.
People who knew our man in those days claim that Trujillo proved to have
little moral hesitation to work in any and all of these markets.

Hicks, who interviewed many people regarding Trujillo’s background,
asserts that once when Rafael “got wind of three newly arrived and highly
valued English imported saddles at the San Cristobal Agricultural Experi-
ment Station (where he was a trainee) he stole them and later got caught
with the goods.” If this is true, there is no proof he was taken to court.
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2- AFTER TRUJILLO BECAME A SOLDIER IN THE SERVICE OF
a foreign military force, we can easily trace his sudden rise to power. It
is an almost incredible story with much that is comic and much that is
tragic, but the tone never drops from the melodramatic.

What, for example, is more theatrical than the thunderous arrival of the
United States Marine Corps? The year is 1916, and we find the leather-
necks not in the Halls of Montezuma but on the beaches of the Dominican
Republic. Their avowed mission is to “maintain domestic tranquillity,” to
make the country safe for foreign investors, and supposedly to teach
Dominicans how to handle their own financial matters.

There is not much evidence that they accomplished all these aims. But
there is no doubt that they performed an unforeseen feat: the launching of
Trujillo’s successful career. The architect of the Dominican Republic’s
future seemingly had a very gloomy future himself up to the moment of
United States intervention in his country. Whatever the juggling of the
historical facts by his Academy of History no one can find reasonable evi-
dence to refute the percipient Galindez statement: “It was the landing of
the American Marines which brought him (Trujillo) his opportunity to
rise from obscurity.” The American columnist Murray Kempton, of the
New York Post, subscribes to the same theory. Says he: “It is odd to think
that the legend of this national hero began with his entreaty to serve a for-
eign force in his own country.” In the Dominican Republic itself it is
common belief that without the American occupation Trujillo would have
sunk into oblivion as a minor underworld figure.

The supporters of the latter contention stress the fact that at the time
when the Marines started to organize the Policia Nacional Dominicana or
National Constabulary, Trujillo was suffering from either one of two calam-
ities. If he was not actually in jail, he was out of a job.

Albert Hicks asserts that, with the Marines already in Santo Domingo,
Trujillo tried his hand at forgery, and was sentenced to a short term in
jail. To corroborate this charge I have found nothing but hearsay, although
the American writer Ernest Gruening, a man of experience in Caribbean
affairs, confirmed the story in an article written for the Nation. Said he:
“In his early days young Trujillo ran afoul of the law on more than one
occasion. He was tried and convicted of theft, sentenced to and served a
term in jail. He was convicted and served another term for forgery. For
still other offenses his arrest was sought but managed to escape punish-
ment by temporary flight from the country.”

The lack of documentary evidence is not strange. Trujillo has had years
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to clothe his origins in mystery, and as the sole custodian of all the records
in the Dominican Republic, he has been able to conceal his early life
pretty much as he pleases. People remember the strange fire that in 1927
destroyed the Supreme Court building, where all criminal records were kept
at the time.

A few solid facts about this period can be ascertained. Unquestionably
one of Trujillo’s uncles was once more in a position to help. Teodulo had
developed a close friendship with an American customs receivership of-
ficer named James J. McLean. Initiated during night-long drinking sessions
at an isolated Customs house along the Haitian border, the acquaintance-
ship evolved into a full literary partnership, with both men writing in col-
laboration a leaflet on the Haitian-Dominican frontier entitled Datos His-
toricos sobre la Frontera Dominicano-Haitiana. People who knew them
both say that McLean was absolutely charmed by Teodulo’s conversation.
Thus, when shortly after their arrival the Marines appointed McLean a
major in the Dominican Constabulary, the Family tried to take advantage
of their contacts with the former customs official. While searching for a
suitable job Rafael asked his uncle to put in a good word for him with the
major, which Teodulo did.

“It was shortly after being released from jail that he (Trujillo) met
Colonel McClean (sic) through his Uncle Teodulo,” narrates Hicks. He
adds that McLean “when sufficiently sober, found a profound satisfaction
in the company of harlots. Rafael, immediately recognizing a job he could
fill, played the pimp to the chief of the constabulary.”

Whatever its immediate consequences the moment of introduction be-
tween Trujillo and McLean, as accomplished by Teodulo, proved to be a
turning-point in Dominican history. At first Trujillo was at the service of
Mclean, but once connected with the occupation forces he made himself
equally useful to other American officers. For his willingness to please, the
Marines’ command considered Rafael good material and soon he was to
climb up the military ladder. He was assigned to serve as a guide and in-
former to the Marines’ forces operating in the eastern part of the country,
a region he was familiar with since the days when he worked for the
Central Boca Chica.

Someone who remembers well that epoch—a person whose name I
cannot reveal because he still lives in Santo Domingo—assured me that
Trujillo served under Captain Merckle, a man whose name has become
infamous in Dominican history, if not in the annals of the U.S. Marines
Corps. Trujillo took naturally to his role as informer. It was in his blood
since his paternal grandfather, Jose Trujillo Monagas, had discharged much
the same duties for the Spanish police in Cuba.

There are several accounts of Captain Merckle’s depredations against
Dominican nationals written by Americans and also a set of official docu-
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ments pertaining to a U.S. Senate investigation. Benjamin Sumner Welles,
distinguished American diplomat who wrote Naboth’s Vineyard, has this
to say: “While it is therefore difficult to reach any definite conclusion as
to the actual extent and number of the more flagrant outrages perpetrated,
it is a fact that a policy of repression was carried out by the Forces of
Occupation over a protracted period in the eastern Provinces of the
Dominican Republic which was inherently unwise, which reacted primarily
upon peaceful civilians, and as the result of which many atrocities were
undoubtedly committed.”

Another competent observer, the historian and economist Melvin M.
Knight, says in Americans in Santo Domingo: “A number of Dominicans
—we may be certain that nobody knows exactly how many—were put to
death off-hand by the Marines. And some were tortured without ever hav-
ing their day in court at all.”

In fairness, however, it must be said that Captain Merckle’s end was
appropriate to his corrupt practice. “The assassinations by Captain Merckle
were repudiated by his superiors and he committed suicide while awaiting
for trial,” asserts Knight. Knight’s version is supported by Sumner Welles
in his aforementioned book. Nevertheless if Merckle himself paid dearly
for his cruelty and sadism, his methods, unfortunately, did not disappear
with him. In young Trujillo he left behind a keen, proficient disciple who
has carried on the sadistic tradition long after his teacher’s name is no
longer remembered.

There can be no question that the participation of Trujillo in Merckle’s
acts of terror was a major contribution to the formation of his character.
While serving as a guide and mastering the content of his military manual,
the would-be Benefactor was also assimilating his first lessons in dictator-
ship. He learned that military rule cannot bear criticism and how to deal
with offenses against authority. Moreover, the late Captain’s forms of tor-
ture and arbitrary “justice’ have been perfected by “the Chief” and used
on a larger, more terrifying scale.

With Merckle’s suicide, Trujillo’s period of irregular service ended. The
Marines were then organizing a permanent Dominican Constabulary force
in preparation for the eventual end of the Military Government. Trujillo
applied for enrollment and was accepted. In December 1918 Trujillo re-
ceived word that he was going to be appointed a commissioned officer and
on January 11, 1919, according to his official military biographer Lieu-
tenant Ernesto Vega y Pagan, “Colonel C. F. Williams, Commandant of
the Constabulary Guard, sent Lieutenant Trujillo his appointment and
oath.” Once again Trujillo’s guardian was Major McLean. He was in charge
of processing the application and no objections were recorded.

How much gratitude Trujillo felt for McLean is illustrated by the fol-
lowing. Eventually, drunkeness caught up with the Major and he was
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dishonorably discharged from the service. Relieved of his military responsi-
bilities, McLean stayed on in the Dominican Republic. He was still around
in the sugar mill district long after the withdrawal of the Marines in 1924.
This was a slight miscalculation for which the former Major was bound to
pay with his own life. “The Colonel [sic] who knew more intimate secrets
about the rapidly rising Rafael than probably any one man, was murdered
in Barahona province,” asserts Albert Hicks.

At this point impartial observers express amazement that a man with
supposedly such a besmirched reputation as Trujillo’s could so easily join
and stay in the National Constabulary. Many feel inclined to give “the Big
One” the benefit of the doubt. However, acceptance of Trujillo by the
Marines can hardly be interpreted as a clean bill of health. First, past
services entitled him to a certain measure of gratitude. Second, due to the
fact that the right kind of people were showing no eagerness to enroll, the
Marines were facing rather a tough time in the formation of the Constab-
ulary cadres. As a matter of fact, according to people in the know, almost
the only question asked of an aspirant was whether he could read and write.
Sumner Welles writes that “while no great difficulty was encountered in
recruiting the number of privates required, it was found almost impossible,
from the outset, to persuade Dominicans of the necessary education and
standing in the community to serve as officers in this force under the Mil-
itary Government.” It might be said, therefore, that the blame for letting
disreputable people into the Army falls on the Dominicans themselves.
Who else but such characters would like to serve in a force known as an
instrument of oppression in the service of a foreign government?

From August 15 to December 21, 1921, Trujillo received all his formal
military education at an “Academy” established in Haina, near the cap-
ital, by the Marines in order to train officers of the future Dominican Army.
“On December 22, 1921, Second Lieutenant Trujillo left the Haina Mil-
itary Academy after a brilliant period of training. His rank of Second
Lieutenant was confirmed,” writes the official military biographer.

During the time elapsed since his enrollment Trujillo had acquired a
new protector to replace McLean whose drinking habits made his future
uncertain even in such an outfit as the Constabulary. This time Trujillo’s
promoter was a professional Marine officer, one Thomas E. Watson, then
serving in the constabulary with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. The friend-
ship, which proved everlasting, was very profitable for Trujillo then and in
the years to follow. Watson rose in rank and influence within the American
military circles; at the time of his retirement after World War II he was
a Lieutenant General.

Prior to “graduation”—on January 12, 1921—Trujillo saw combat
service against the gavilleros or “bandits”—the name then given to re-
sistant groups of Dominican patriots—in the eastern part of the country.
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He participated in a military engagement at La Noria and his deportment
under fire obviously pleased his commanding officer. “His conduct prior
and during the engagement was excellent,” reads the Marine report.

Although he had been reprimanded on September 4, 1920, for slowness
in reporting escape of a civil prisoner, his service aptitudes were con-
sidered “excellent.” Also “excellent” was his interest in and vocation for
his career. His personal characteristics were described as “calm, even-
tempered, forceful, active, bold and painstaking.” He was also labeled as a
man of “initiative, intelligence and good judgment.” This efficiency report
bears the signature of T. E. Watson, Major.

Due to the glaring fact that his heroic deed at La Noria was committed
against Trujillo’s own countrymen, this glowing commendation has be-
come the source of sharp official embarrassment in ensuing years. Finally,
the citation, like the childhood nickname before, has been removed from
the Dominican school texts. La Noria is not even recalled in the law which
awarded Trujillo in 1955 the made-to-order “Captain General Santana”
decoration for bravery. Stripped of the only citation for conduct under fire
to his credit, this distinctive military order might as well have been awarded
to Trujillo for catching butterflies. To obviate the point, the legislation be-
stowing the medal clothed as acts of bravery otherwise meaningless and
quite innocuous incidents (sometimes of a political nature) of “the Big
One’s” life. The La Noria engagement is today a closely guarded skeleton
in Trujillo’s closet—surely the most crowded closet in the Hemisphere.

During the remaining years of American military occupation Trujillo
acquired, if we are to believe his military biographer, a reputation as a
trouble shooter. According to Vega Pagan, when our hero was Command-
ing Officer of the Sixth Company in San Francisco de Macoris in 1922,
“there was a border incident in the northern sector of the country. Part
of our armed forces, under the command of Captain Trujillo, was mobilized
to that place in order to reestablish peace and order.” Then, less than a
year later, he was hurried to Barahona. “This was due to the fact,” asserts
Vega, “that a group of outlaws were disturbing the peace in Enriquillo.”
As an afterthought the biographer makes a remarkably pointed observa-
tion: “The situation was similar to that which had occurred before in the
eastern sector of the country.”

After the Marines left, Trujillo rapidly rose in rank and reputation
within the Policia Nacional Dominicana. Between the years 1924 and
1926 he rose from Captain to Lieutenant Colonel. His promotion to Major
is marked by a strange story of violence. A certain Major César Lora was
a step ahead of Captain Trujillo, both in rank and seniority. This meant
that as long as Major Lora was in the Army Trujillo would be forced to
trail him. An enormous inconvenience for Trujillo, particularly since Major
Lora was young and ambitious as well.
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Soon, however, Major Lora’s amorous antics provided Trujillo with the
awaited opportunity to get his rival out of the way. Hearing that the Major
was carrying on an illicit love affair with an Army dentist’s wife, Trujillo
subtly revealed to the scorned husband—out of pure friendship, of course—
not only his wife’s infidelity but also the meeting-place of the clandestine
lovers. One day, Lieutenant Sanabia, the outraged husband, shot to death
both Major Lora and Mrs. Sanabia. That day he unwittingly paved the way
for the fulfillment of Trujillo’s ambitions. “The Chief’s” rivals, thereafter,
were only old and bungling bureaucrats whom he could easily calum-
niate, blackmail and frame-up. Biographer Sénchez Lustrino wrote this
appropriate epitaph for the murdered officer: “On February 23 Major Lora
was killed and that marks the beginning of Trujillo’s brilliant military
career . . .”

Promoted to a position of responsibility as military commander of the
Northern Department, comprising the northern half of the country, Major
Trujillo further distinguished himself as an able administrator and a clever
schemer. He soon caught the eye of the aging President, General Horacio
Viésquez, and thereafter his career rolled along by itself.

By exposing the shortcomings of his superiors, Trujillo rose to the high-
est military command. By 1928 he had elbowed his way to the post of
Chief of Staff of the newly renamed “National Army.” He was now a
brigadier general and a feared and trusted aide of President Vasquez. Says
Nanita: “Trujillo was already the most powerful man in the country. Hold-
ing in his hands control over the armed forces, he also controlled every-
thing else.” Moreover, ambition had already set upon the hitherto ob-
scure character, who was now ready to set off for higher worlds to conquer.

As trained by the American Marines the Army was meant to be a non-
political force. After becoming its chief, Trujillo turned it into an instru~
ment of personal power. Through adroit manipulation of officers’ promo-
tions, the General further stripped its rosters of all unreliable elements,
meaning those who showed no willingness to conform.

It is true that Trujillo enforced rigid discipline within the military com-
pounds. Besides he did not tolerate the slightest vacillation in the personal
loyalty he expected from his men. As long as they showed unwavering
loyalty toward him, Trujillo guaranteed his faithful officers security and
protection, even against criminal prosecution. The case of Major Ernesto
Pérez illustrates this point. Arraigned on charges of raping and kidnapping
a young society girl from the town of Montecristi, the Major found refuge
in Trujillo’s own headquarters. Disobeying a Presidential decree sacking
Pérez, the General kept his ousted subordinate out of the reach of ordi-
nary justice at the Ozama fortress. Eventually, the change of regime saved
Major Pérez from facing trial and today he is a retired Brigadier General
and wealthy businessman.
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Nonetheless Trujillo was making his mark as a rigid disciplinarian who
brooked no nonsense. Blind obedience to his commands and an unre-
stricted cult of his personality were the main props of Trujillo’s sway over
the Army. The extent to which the cult of Trujillo’s personality had al-
ready infiltrated the Army is demonstrated by a seemingly minor incident
in the small town of San Francisco de Macoris. Lieutenant Rafael Espaillat
with his commanding general’s approval named a little open space in front
of the city’s fort “Trujillo Square.” Espaillat, a man who certainly got wind
early of his boss’s developing megalomania, rose to be a Major General.
Retired from the armed forces, he now warms a chair in Congress.

With Trujillo’s elevation to the post of head of the Army the American
dream of creating a “non-partisan” force had all but backfired, but this
neither President Vésquez nor his civilian head of the Army the Secretary
of National Defense seemed to realize. If they did, they kept their thoughts
to themselves. Complacency over Trujillo’s antics reached a high point
when the Government granted—upon request by a group of Army officers
—the public awarding to Trujillo of a special medal of honor on the oc-
casion of completing his first ten years of service. The President made him-
self available to present the medal at a parade January 17, 1929.

The chicken hatched during the American military occupation days was
coming to roost. As Ernest Gruening put it, elaborating in terms of the
Dominican national pastime, “the chicken had turned out to be a fighting
cock, equipped with the long, sharp spurs that kill.”

3- AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY, BRIGADIER GENERAL
Rafael L. Trujillo bad climbed in 1928 to the summit of military life in
the Dominican Republic.

It was a far cry from the squalid surroundings of his childhood. He had
not only become a general, but a rich man too. However, Trujillo was
not satisfied with his position in life. The journey from his childhood sur-
roundings was far from completed. President Vasquez, growing ineffectual
after more than thirty years in politics, was now little more than a figure-
head of a confused, decentralized administration. There were, therefore,
higher plateaus to scale, and politics as well as society were bigger games
for an ambitious young man. With the sweet smell of recent success in his
nostrils, Trujillo’s hand at first stealthily reached into the field of society.

As Chief of the Army the General now came frequently in contact with
the most elevated spheres of the Dominican social and political world.
However, it was implicit from the outset that “the Chief’s” presence in
these refined areas was simply out of regard to his rank. Dominican so-
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ciety was not willing to give him full recognition—it was the military dress
which was accepted, not the man wearing it.

To the more discriminating figures in the capital the General was still
Chapita. This fact came into the open when Trujillo forced a showdown
with his application for membership in the old, exclusive Club Unidn,
then the center of Dominican social life. As would be expected, “the
Chief’s” application was rejected almost unanimously. However, on that
occasion the aristocrats underrated the power of Trujillo’s ambition and
pride.

If Trujillo was rankled by this social setback he did not brood over it.
He conducted a tactical retreat but was more than ever determined to bull
his way into the select circle. To force his acceptance he resorted to his
military talents. He mapped a campaign to outflank the aristocratic camp.
He sought to rally with the help of an effective though time-worn device
and his frustrated ambitions were soon focused on the virginal form of
a young lady of social standing but no wealth named Bienvenida Ricardo.
The good-looking General started courting proud but poor Miss Ricardo.
Overwhelmed with costly presents she finally started looking in his direc-
tion. The promise of an early marriage won her. Before complete surrender
could be accomplished there was, however, one more obstacle to surmount:
the prospective groom was himself a married man.

Trujillo’s first wife, the humble and colorless Aminta Ledesma, made
things simple. She gave the General an uncontested divorce, henceforth suf-
fering absolute banishment.?

Once Aminta was out of the way, Trujillo made Miss Ricardo his second
wife. A religious wedding had to be ruled out since he had married the
first time according to the Catholic rites, but the civil ceremony was per-
formed with the pomp and style becoming people of high station. The
aristocrats, however, refrained from attendance.

Notwithstanding the rebuff, Trujillo felt himself in a position to launch
a new assault upon the Club Unidn. Again fortune refused to be at his side
and the early skirmishes forecast defeat. However, with Bienvenida’s name
as a persuader and with the help of dissension within the hostile ranks of
the aristocracy, Trujillo’s longing for social success was finally crowned
with victory. Invaluable was the assistance of the influential lawyer Dr.
Jacinto B. Peynado, a newly acquired friend, who used his powers to push
the General’s name through.

Peynado, though a very prominent practitioner of his profession, had
no wealth and a large family to feed. Shortly before his open sponsorship
of Trujillo’s application became known, people heard that the General
had retained him for a considerable fee. Thus started a mutually reward-

I Though the first Mrs. Trujillo still lives in the Dominican capital in the company
of her daughter Flor de Oro, few people in the country are aware of her existence.
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ing association, one of the few lasting friendships between Trujillo and a
collaborator. Prior to his death in 1940, Peynado held the post of puppet
President of the Dominican Republic for two years (1938-1940).

Although eventually admitted into the highest social circle, Trujillo did
not forgive the resistance put up by the élite. Despite his marked desire
to be acknowledged a born aristocrat, the Benefactor has displayed since
that time an almost fanatic bitterness toward the members of the old social
families, whom he has humiliated in every conceivable manner. He de-
cided to destroy the Club Unidn but not without first forcing abasement
upon its members. Upon seizing power in 1930 one of Trujillo’s first acts
was to sponsor membership applications by all his Army officers stationed
at the capital. Needless to say, all passed. Then Trujillo had himself elected
to the club’s presidency. But he did not feel that the old score was yet
paid off, so as a further humiliation he forced the dissolution of the highly
respected organization. Then the secret police politely advised the proud
aristocrats that they should found a new club to take the place of their
esteemed institution—its name to be the Club Presidente Trujillo.

This was promptly done and the board of directors of the new club was
studded with names belonging to the loftiest Dominican families. It was a
bitter lesson for the Dominican élite, but its members were to know greater
bitterness as the years passed and “the Chief” expanded his powers. “The
day we blackballed Trujillo,” said one of the men who did it, “we de-
stroyed the Club Unidn as surely as if we had set fire to its building.” We
also destroyed our own class, he might have added; they had certainly
showed more taste than prudence in their opposition to “the Chief.” As
a result, there are to this day retaliations carried out against the surviving
members of the old aristocracy.

After subduing the Dominican Four Hundred, Trujillo revealed that
he was personally more aristocratic than all of them. To give this newly
unearthed fact the fullest possible circulation, “the Chief” turned to his
writers, They announced that the General had noble blood in his veins.
On his paternal side, it was discovered, Trujillo was a descendant of the
purest Spanish nobility. His maternal blood was of equal, if not a more
imposing, strain. Julia Molina, his mother, was a direct descendant of a
Napoleonic courtier—Joseph Chevalier, Marquis of Philborou.

Yet, before accomplishing such a triumphant vindication, “the Chief”
had to surmount a few stumbling blocks. Early in 1929 his military career
came close to a severe setback. A group of American financial experts,
headed by former U.S. Vice President Charles Dawes, while conducting a
survey of the Dominican Government’s administrative methods, discovered
some irregularities in the Army. The true nature of the discovery was never
made public, but some people assert that what was found was nothing
less than a $500,000 deficit in the Army’s expenditures. Other say that
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because of the exaggerated expenditures and rampant graft under Trujillo’s
administration the Commission suggested an Army clean-up.

Although no direct charges appeared in the commission’s final report,
the fact is that the greatest emphasis was put upon urging a reduction of
the country’s military budget. Faced with the worst crisis of his career
General Trujillo decided to take the bull by the horns. He set off a
wave of reprisals against those who had cooperated with the Commission
in its efforts to dig out the facts. Captain Eduardo Baez and other officers
fled the country to avoid the vindictiveness of their commanding general.
Trujillo followed through with a bolder maneuver. Within hours of the
discovery he was engaged in an astounding piece of political blackmail.
With the help of Army spies and informers (of whom there were plenty at
Trujillo’s command in those days), he spread the rumor that in his pos-
session there was evidence pertaining to grave irregularities in several
other Government departments. He also let it be known that he was fully
prepared to make them public should charges against him be pressed.

Whether or not Trujillo’s maneuver was a desperate bluff is anyone’s
guess, since no one dared to call it. As Trujillo had calculated, the Ad-
ministration, then faced with a violent opposition campaign conducted
through the free press, could in no way afford a dangerous controversy
within its own ranks. All talk of taking action against Trujillo was
promptly dropped.

On the other hand, to pacify the opposition—which was in a position
to use the story without fear of retaliatory exposes—Trujillo initiated
a series of political contacts with its leaders, laying the groundwork for
the successful uprising that brought the Vasquez regime down.

Trujillo’s “Minitrue” has since conveniently dressed up for posterity
the Dawes Commission incident. It was just much ado about nothing. It
happened that confronted with conflicting views on how to cut the Army’s
budget, the General submitted a magnificent plan allowing a fair curtail-
ment of certain expenditures without sacrificing the “system of organiza-
tion” prevailing in the armed forces. Trujillo’s plan brought a telegram
from President Vésquez, then vacationing at San José de las Matas, ex-
pressing approval “without reservation.”

The re-write staff brushed aside, without even a passing reference to
refute it, the much-talked-about subject at the time of the rackets un-
earthed to Trujillo’s discomfiture. Among the things then discovered was
that Army laundry was being handled in the establishment owned by
Trujillo’s present wife and then his mistress. The rates charged were
exorbitant. Of the $16 paid to the soldiers each month, it was estimated
that from $8 to $10 went to laundry bills. Soldiers with courage to pro-
test were sent to the guard-house or simply disappeared. Furthermore,
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the army rolls contained many straw men who received full pay but never
shouldered a rifle.

Defense through blackmail proved almost fatal to Trujillo. Right after
his defiant campaign of rumors, the General went through what was prob-
ably the most critical period of his career. His aggressive attitude had
brought upon him the hatred of powerful men and there was a group
within the Administration ready to take advantage of the earliest set of
favorable circumstances to trip up the rising General. Confronted with his
enemies’ desire to stop him, Trujillo knew that time was running short.
As a desperate gamble, “the Chief” thought of throwing his hat into the
ring of political rough-and-tumble. In a roundabout way, by the honesty
of its investigation, the Dawes Commission unwittingly set the General
upon a new course of action.

First thing to decide was which way to address his efforts. The choice
did not prove difficult. The already antagonized Government €lite would
have nothing to do with him. They were already in power and there was
little he could offer them.

For their part, the opposition leaders though desperately in need of help
were not receptive at the outset. Nor were they willing to give recognition
to a newcomer without prestige or background, especially at a moment
when mounting popular dissatisfaction with President Visquez aroused
great expectations. Government prestige was at a low ebb, since Vasquez
had just announced the unpopular decision of accepting nomination for
another four-year period starting in 1930.

Notwithstanding that his initial secret overtures to the opposition had
convinced Trujillo that his name meant nothing outside the Army circles,
his position, though difficult, was not hopeless. In any Latin American
country, whenever there is a showdown between the Government and a
disarmed opposition, it is the Army which holds the balance of power—
and Trujillo was the Army.

To exploit possibilities to the limit and to further his own political am-
bitions, the General decided to play both ends against the middle. From
the beginning, Trujillo’s dealings in politics were marked by double-cross-
ing and sharp deals. To begin with, while swearing steadfast loyalty to
Visquez he was dealing with the opposition behind closed doors. Through
trusted go-betweens he soon advised the opposition that short of open
armed revolt it could count on Trujillo’s sympathy. And even armed revolt
was open for consideration, provided he was duly taken into account.

At the end of 1929 President Vasquez’ health forced the aging states-
man to make a trip to the United States for medical treatment. Before
leaving, the President was advised by a few of his closest associates to
get rid of the Chief of Staff of the Army. However, at a last-minute inter-
view Trujillo managed to convince the President of his unfaltering loyalty.
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The General reportedly promised he would look faithfully after the Gov-
ernment’s interests in the President’s absence.

On the night of Vésquez’ departure occurred an incident which throws
light upon Trujillo’s willingness to fulfill his promises. Receiving a sum-
mons from acting President Dr. José Dolores Alfonseca to appear at the
Presidential Mansion, Trujillo flatly refused to comply with the order.
He cagily gave ill health as an excuse. Upon second thought he decided
otherwise and went to the Palace in the company of a group of heavily
armed Army officers.

“The Chief’s” unnecessary display of force touched off unfavorable pub-
licity. Knowing that he could not yet afford an open clash with the
Administration, Trujillo decided to retrace his steps. To avoid losing face
either with the Government or the opposition, the General set himself
upon a devious course. On one hand, he increased his secret contacts with
the opposition, through a young journalist named Rafael Vidal, then
serving a short jail term under Trujillo’s custody for killing in a duel a
hireling of the Vésquez regime. Encouraged by Trujillo the opposition
parties gathered strength under the leadership of a forceful orator and
lawyer—Rafael Estrella Urefia. For the time being Trujillo considered it
prudent to advise Estrella Urefia, through Vidal, that he viewed with
sympathy the opposition leader’s aspirations to the Presidency.

On the other hand, to erase further doubts from Alfonseca’s mind,
Trujillo released a public statement that the “Army always acts under
orders from the Central Government and all its actions are an echo of the
thoughts and actions of the Executive in conformity with the Constitution
and the laws.”

The statement was issued November 27, 1929. There are good grounds
to believe that about the same time took place the first shipments of arms
from Santo Domingo to the opposition stronghold of Santiago.

Upon Vésquez’ return to the country, January 6, 1930, some of his
aides warned him anew on Trujillo’s dealing with the opposition. Again
Visquez sent for the General only to hear the same rigmarole from his
subordinate’s lips. This time there was, however, a slight change in the
proceedings. Vésquez asked his informants to repeat their charges in the
presence of Trujillo. The men wavered and ultimately failed to substantiate
their previous charges. Then Trujillo renewed his loyalty vows to President
Viésquez and, tongue in cheek, returned to his headquarters.

He had saved his job for the last time. Shortly afterward, on February
23, a revolution broke out in Santiago.
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BIRTH OF AN ERA

] u FOorR SOME TIME THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAD
been receiving reports from the American Legation in the Dominican
Republic that political unrest was rife and revolutionary disturbances
should be expected. By February 22, 1930 news from the Cibao region—
the rich agricultural valley in the northern section of the country—became
more specific. The Legation had been given definite intimation of the im-
minence of an outbreak.

The next night was one of unaccustomed activity in the usually slumber-
ing city of Santiago. In the early evening groups of armed men, appar-
ently from nowhere, started to gather at several points, while the inhabit-
ants, sensing impending trouble, shut themselves up in their homes. Soldiers
and policemen were conspicuously absent from the streets.

At zero hour, different groups began marching in the darkness toward
the San Luis fortress, where the army garrison was concentrated. Shout-
ing revolutionary slogans and firing into the air, several bands converged
upon the fort’s main gate. Strangely enough, the big doors of the sixteenth-
century stronghold were thrown wide open from the inside, and the as-
sailants came in without a fight. Frightened neighbors heard a few volleys
but these were fired in celebration of the bloodless victory.

The “civilian” revolution (something that later has been made to ap-
pear as a tremendous popular upheaval) had thus been launched, under
the leadership of Rafael Estrella Urefia, a belligerent, scathing local orator
and firebrand politician, head of the oppositionist Partido Republicano.
Tired of airing his protests, Estrella had decided not to wait for the na-
tional elections to be held on May 16, less than three months away. Actual
command of the revolutionary forces was given to Estrella’s uncle, General
José Estrella, an old cutthroat and guerrilla chieftain.

Estrella Urefia knew quite well that as things stood he did not have a
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chance of being elected President, the thing he wanted most. There was a
widespread feeling of dissatisfaction with the current administration; cor-
ruption was rampant and economic mismanagement had brought the coun-
try to the brink of disaster, but it seemed likely that all this would add
up to nothing in the face of the popularity of aging President Horacio
Vasquez.

Viésquez’ immense prestige, linked with the Government’s political ma-
chinery plus a very compliant electoral law, made the President a sure
bet in his bid for reelection. Thus, the restless political chieftain from
Santiago found himself facing the only alternative for further political ad-
vancement left open to those Latin American candidates without a chance
at the polls: an Army-backed revolution.

To insure the latter course contacts were established with General Tru-
jillo, Chief of Staff of the Army, who showed willingness to cooperate
provided the secret would be kept. Though unknown to the opposition,
Trujillo’s decision to deal with the democratic opposition had nothing to
do with ideals or principles, but with his well-founded fear that his days
in the Army were numbered. What followed was a natural development—
the hopeless politician and the threatened General leagued together to
overthrow the legitimate Government.

By accepting the cooperation of the Army chief, Estrella had unwit-
tingly given the General a much needed political foothold. General Tru-
jillo, wisely enough, played no role of leadership in the early stages of the
alliance, thus making Estrella believe he would be satisfied to remain head
of the Army. Furthermore, in his dealings with the disgruntled opposition
Trujillo took care not to show his face openly, making all contacts and
arrangements through civilian go-betweens, namely, two of Trujillo’s
closest friends and advisers—the journalist Rafael Vidal and the lawyer
Roberto Despradel. These two, or at least Vidal, were seemingly inspired
by idealistic motivation and were doomed to be victims, in the long run, of
Trujillo’s lack of gratitude.

The tight secrecy over the dealings between Trujillo and Estrella Urefia
explains why, though otherwise correct in their appraisal of the situation,
the American diplomats stationed in the Dominican Republic failed at
the outset of the revolution to recognize the presence of a behind-the-
scenes manipulator. Not that they had never suspected the personal long-
ings for power of that young, shrewd upstart named Rafael Trujillo. It
was that only last December they had received from the General’s own
lips assurances of his irrevocable loyalty to President Vasquez. They sim-
ply could not believe he was a perfect double-crosser.

Word of Santiago’s uprising did not reach the capital until the morning
of February 24. The report was that the San Luis fortress had fallen to
Estrella’s rebels “after a fight.” The Government was thrown into con-
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fusion and immediately made contact with the American Legation to
arrange for the personal security of the President.

In that way the American Minister Charles B. Curtis and his Third
Secretary John Moors Cabot (currently American Ambassador to Colom-
bia) were cast in the role of mediators between the Government and the
rebel leaders.! When advised of the role Curtis and Cabot were playing,
Acting Secretary of State J. P. Cotton authorized them to offer in the
name of the American Government their good offices. They were further
warned to handle the situation with utmost care and without a show of
force. “If you can do it,” asserted Cotton, “it will materially strengthen
our position in the Dominican Republic and in the rest of Latin America.”

Nevertheless, it was very reluctantly that on the morning of February
24 the American Minister granted asylum in the Legation to the President
and his wife as well as the Vice President, Dr. José Dolores Alfonseca, on
the grounds as stated by the Secretary of Foreign Affairs Dr. Francisco J.
Peynado that their lives were in danger from revolutionists coming by
automobile from Santiago.

Finding it difficult to believe that there was any real danger to the lives
of the President and his wife, Curtis told Peynado that he thought it most
desirable that General Vasquez should either remain in the Presidential
Mansion or take refuge in the Ozama fortress, where Army headquarters
were located.

Notwithstanding Curtis’s advice, an hour later the President, his wife,
the Vice President and a big entourage of high Government officials came
to the Legation. In the interim Curtis had telephoned General Trujillo at
the fortress, receiving once again the latter’s assurances of his full loyalty
to the President.

“When, therefore,” wrote Curtis in a report to the State Department,
“the President spoke to me of my recommendation that he go to the fort,
I assured him that he could depend on the loyalty of General Trujillo.”
Subsequently Curtis cabled to inform Washington that “the National Army
and its Commander in Chief are true to the President.”

Upon discussing the matter further with his companions, President Vas-
quez left the Legation, followed by the rest of his party except Mrs.
Visquez. Thereafter the First Lady spent each night and most of each
day in the Legation until the morning of February 28.

What happened immediately after Vasquez left the Legation is not clear.
To unearth the facts, if this be at all possible, we have to dig deep under
the muck of conflicting narrations. However, from the contradictory evi-
dence it appears that Vésquez and his followers went from the Legation

1 The American diplomats’ first-hand accounts of what happened in the Dominican

Republic during the revolutionary period are a treasure of contemporary information,
upon which I have heavily leaned in recounting the early days of the regime.
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straight to the Presidential Mansion. Then the President—not so trustful
of his Chief of the Army’s loyalty as the American Minister—sent for
General Trujillo. The General, feigning illness, sent word back from his
headquarters at the Ozama fortress that he was confined to his bed. It
was then that Vésquez’ close advisers definitely warned him that Trujillo
was the man behind Estrella.

The President, who still had some of his celebrated youthful courage
left, decided to go and see Trujillo in his own den. Arriving at the fortress,
followed by a caravan of automobiles, Vasquez found that the General had
commanded that only his car should be allowed within the premises.

Chewing on this humiliation, the old President went into the fort with
only a small group of aides. Yet, instead of finding Trujillo in a state of
open rebellion as expected, the President found a humble collaborator.
Meekly the General reiterated his loyalty to the Executive and agreed to
send a party of soldiers to head off the rebels. At Visquez’ request,
Colonel José Alfonseca (a distant relative of the Vice President) was
called in to take command of the column. According to Curtis, late the
following day Trujillo recalled Colonel Alfonseca and placed Colonel
Simén Diaz in command of this force.

The trujillista version of what happened that fateful morning, as ex-
pounded by Lawrence de Besault, is simple enough. “The President,” says
de Besault, “rushed to the American Legation for refuge. Once there, he
changed his mind, and sped to the Ozama fortress. Later he changed his
mind once more, and returned to the Presidential Mansion.” A confused
child this poor President! 2

At this point, however, we find a solid fact in the reports addressed by
the American Minister to the State Department. On February 24, while
the President was still at the fortress, Curtis called on him there. The dip-
lomat wanted to ascertain whether the President was prepared to yield to
any of the demands being made by Estrella Urefia and other revolutionary
leaders from Santiago. During the conference it was agreed that the Vice
President would resign, the Government would get Congress to pass a
law annulling all the amendments to the Electoral Law of 1924, and the
question of the withdrawal of President Véasquez’ candidacy for reelec-
tion would be taken under consideration. Curtis took advantage of the
occasion to have another private talk with Trujillo. Once more the General
assured him of his loyalty to the President.

On the same morning, John Moors Cabot left for Santiago to see the

2The picture of Visquez as a petulant old man, unaware until the very end of the
imminence of his fall, due to a popular uprising over government corruption and bad
financial administration, is one of the main contributions of the trujillista propaganda
to the literature of the period. Furthermore, Vasquez is depicted as a cowardly elder

who finally thought only of flight to save his skin. No one would fight to defend such
a corrupt regime.
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leaders of the revolution. He succeeded in talking with Estrella Ureiia,
but could obtain no definite statements beyond a promise that a conference
of rebel leaders would be called the following morning.

On the evening of the same day the Secretary of Finance, Martin de
Moya, told the Legation that the revolutionists were advancing on the city.
De Moya informed Curtis that the President and Mrs. Vésquez desired
now to take definite asylum in the Legation. The Minister answered he
would gladly receive Mrs. Véasquez, but persuaded the President that “it
was to his own best interest to go to the fort rather than to a foreign lega-
tion.” Whereupon once again Curtis telephoned Trujillo. He was then
informed by the General himself that the Government troops had been
“outflanked and partly surrounded” by the revolutionary forces advancing
upon the capital.

When at six o’clock on the morning of the 25th no indication had been
received of the entry of the revolutionists into the capital, Curtis decided
to drive out in the direction of their former positions. Nineteen kilometers
from the capital he found the Government forces. He had a short conversa-
tion with Colonel Alfonseca, who showed him a note signed by the rebel
commanders Generals José Estrella and Antonio Jorge, stating that they
had agreed with Cabot not to advance or make any attack until the latter’s
return from Santiago. Alfonseca asserted that they had kept this agree-
ment scrupulously. Trujillo, therefore, had been caught in a lie.

Upon his return to the Legation Curtis received a telephone call from
Secretary de Moya. The President was coming to see him at the Legation.
Vésquez arrived a few minutes later. ““The President was extremely angry
concerning the now quite obvious treason of Gen. Trujillo,” wrote Curtis.
He noted that the President had told him that the night before he had
found Trujillo in the company of General Luis Felipe Vidal, described by
Curtis as one of the President’s “most bitter personal enemies.”

At this meeting with Curtis the President pointed out that with the Army
unfaithful to him “he could not hope to accomplish anything but was
resigning immediately.” Curtis argued against what he thought were “pre-
cipitate intentions” on the President’s part. Later he was informed that
Vasquez, impressed by his arguments, had decided not to resign.

By then Curtis had in his possession additional data concerning the at-
titude of the Army and its higher officers. “General Trujillo,” he reported
to the State Department, “in spite of all the promises he made to my pred-
ecessor, was disloyal to President Visquez from the first moment after
his (Vésquez’) return to the country on January 6. Probably in Decem-

8 Trujillo’s eulogists always take pains to assert that during the revolt the Chief of
the Army, in order to avoid needless bloodshed, remained neutral in his military
headquarters. “General Trujillo,” says biographer Lawrence de Besault, “remained at
his post, waiting to carry out the orders of the government, but these were vacillating
and confused. The President appeared to be terror-stricken by the menace of the
throngs marching toward the capital.”
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ber, he stripped the fort in Santo Domingo City (now Ciudad Trujillo)
of practically all spare arms and shipped these arms to the fort in Santiago.
He most certainly was in league with the revolutionists from the very be-
ginning and never severed his connections with them.”

Curtis also heard that Colonel Simén Diaz, the commander of the
fortress at Santiago (conveniently absent from his post the night of Feb-
ruary 23), had planned to permit the seizure of San Luis fortress on the
evening of February 8. The action was postponed owing to the fact that
Curtis himself happened to spend that night in Santiago.

On the 26th the main body of the rebel forces—two or three hundred
strong—entered the capital. Trujillo’s troops, far superior in number and
armament, remained within the fortress. In this way the General was
keeping to the letter his earlier promises to the American diplomatic rep-
resentatives. He kept a scrupulous “non-intervention” attitude during the
whole revolutionary period, staying at the fort in Santo Domingo, which
he nominally held in the name of the Government and to which he did
not permit the entry of any revolutionists, or, for that matter, of any all-
out Government supporters.

Commenting on Trujillo’s dubious conduct, the American Minister
said: “It is safe to say that if General Trujillo had been truly loyal to the
Government, the revolution could not have succeeded—would probably
not have broken out; the quantity of arms in the fort of Santiago would
hardly have been worth seizing and certainly the revolutionists would not
have had more arms than the Government.”

Trujillo’s treason upset Curtis to the extent that on February 26 he
sent a message to the State Department that “it appears highly desirable
that General Trujillo be not named on the list of any party. It is further-
more necessary that General Trujillo and Colonel Diaz, who has likewise
been unfaithful, be removed from the Army, but this will hardly be ac-
complished without the assistance of the Legation.”

By February 27 (Dominican Independence Day) the Government’s
position was untenable. Although only two days before Curtis had ex~
pressed fears of a “serious danger of unorganized street fighting and riot-
ing,” the people had stayed away from this peculiar “civilian” revolution.
The average Dominican remained at home and at no moment did any riots,
demonstrations or disorders occur. A strange, self-imposed order prevailed
during the whole process, as if the people wanted to show their total
divorce from the coup. “Loss of life and damage to property seems to have
been very small indeed,” reported Curtis. Later he asserted that there had
been no bloodshed or property losses.

On the morning of the 27th began a long series of conversations be-
tween Viésquez and Estrella Urefia at the American Legation. Two days
later an agreement was reached. At the same time the first public meeting
between Trujillo and Estrella Urefia was arranged. These two also met
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at the American Legation. Reportedly the purpose of their conference was
to discuss “the military disposition necessary to preserve order in the city,
and to prevent a clash.” The latter was prevented by authorizing the Chief
of the Army to disarm the civilians in the revolutionary forces (the mili-
tary were already back in uniform). Upon collecting the arms loaned to
Estrella Urefia (and a few more as well), Trujillo assured his position as
sole arbiter of the situation. Thereafter, his will was to be final.

In order to avoid international problems of recognition of the new
Government, Trujillo insisted on a “legal” transfer of power. It was stip-
ulated that the President and the Vice President should resign, but prior
to this action a new Secretary of the Interior acceptable to the revolution
had to be named to assume power in accordance with the Constitution.

President Vésquez, however, almost upset the apple cart. While dis-
cussions were still under way, Vasquez notified the American Minister he
was submitting his resignation to Congress and had signed a decree ap-
pointing his Minister in Washington, the young and influential diplomat
Dr. Angel Morales, to the post of Secretary of the Interior. This ma-
neuver to save the regime backfired when the revolutionary leaders re-
fused to grant permission for Congress to meet.

Now Trujillo’s hand began to show. Obviously he was cherishing the
idea of becoming Acting President. At the end of one of the meetings at
the Legation, Estrella asked Curtis what was the American Government’s
attitude toward Trujillo. He was informed that the Legation would under
no circumstances recommend the recognition of a Government headed by
Trujillo.

The conversations finally produced an agreement. Estrella Urefia him-
self was appointed Secretary of the Interior on February 28. On March 2
Congress accepted the President’s and Vice President’s resignations.

The following day Estrella Urefia was inaugurated as President of the
Dominican Republic. Legality (a form Trujillo loves so long as he can use
it) had smoothed the way for the rise to power of an illegal armed move-
ment of rebellion.

As conclusively worked out, the agreement contained nine provisions.
There is no point in going into all of them; the gist of two will suffice. One
stated that “all arms shall be surrendered to the new Government.” This
was a provision that suited Trujillo. He had been taught by the American
Marines that disarmament of the opposition is the basis of military rule
and he is a man who takes this kind of lesson to heart. In a speech years
later he flatly ascribed the success of the American Military Government’s
pacification efforts in the Dominican Republic to “its drastic methods of
disarmament.” The second important clause established that “there shall
be no restrictions as to candidates, except that neither Alfonseca nor Tru-
jillo shall run.”
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Analysing the revolution and its causes, Curtis found that one of the
reasons for its success was that “the country has always opposed the re-
election of its chief magistrates” and “saw itself gagged and bound to the
acceptance of some years more of the Vasquez regime, to be followed
by Alfonseca, on account of a grossly unfair electoral law.”

He pointed out that the country’s finances were in deplorable state,
due to maladministration, and that peculation on the part of Government
officials was common. However, he concluded that the revolution had been
unjustified. In support, he cited the success attending the Legation’s efforts
to obtain adequate guarantees of a fair election, “through which the great
majority of the abuses cited could have been better rectified. Unfortunately,
this success came too late, and only after Estrella Urefia and Trujillo were
already in full accord to undertake a revolution.”

The triumph (and tragedy it could be added) of what Estrella Urefia
had called, rather pompously, a civico (civilian) movement, killed for a
long time to come the marked progress heretofore made by the Dominican
people on the road toward democratic procedures.

The Viasquez regime, to be sure, had not been a model one. But what-
ever its shortcomings, it had been a democratic one. The press had been
free, even if some repressive measures had been undertaken against it,
such as the closing of La Inormacién of Santiago by the military au-
thorities. The citizens had been able to speak frankly and to criticize
loudly without fear the most important figures of Government, including
the President. There was corruption, but at least the people could kick
freely against the crooked practices and could expect correction of them.

As the people watched Trujillo gathering back his “lend-lease” hard-
ware and redistributing it among his storm troopers in preparation for the
forthcoming electoral campaign, the “civilian” movement came to be
known as the cinico (cynical) movement.

2- RAFAEL ESTRELLA WAS INAUGURATED PRESIDENT OF THE
Dominican Republic in strict accordance with the Constitution and laws
on March 3, 1930.

“Trujillo was blocked in his plan to become Acting President,” reported
the American Minister Charles B. Curtis, who, nevertheless, injected a
note of caution. “He may, however, attempt to run for President in the
elections, in spite of the terms of the agreement.”

Curtis knew his man. The recent rebuff to his presidential aspirations,
along with the obvious dislike shown for him by the influential American
Minister, would have been deterrents to a weaker man, but not to strong-
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willed Trujillo. He had been slighted many times and his skin had grown
thick. Moreover, his political instinct (reportedly helped by the advice of
friends in the American Marine Corps) was telling him that United States
opposition would melt in the face of a resolute stand on his part. He knew
the Americans would not dare to intervene openly lest the wrath of Latin
American public opinion fall upon them. He had made up his mind and
the antipathy of Curtis was not going to force him to leave the arena.

Under the circumstances the most important thing for Trujillo was to
get hold of instruments of political power other than military force. A
careful assessment of the political situation showed him a complete lack
of unity and leadership among the triumphant revolutionary groups. He
adroitly started troubling the disturbed waters of Dominican politics in
order to fish better in them.

While Trujillo’s rivals were beset by vacillations, the General’s actions
betrayed no doubts. In contrast to irresolute President Estrella Urefia,
who would not dare to take a step without consulting him, Trujillo’s atti-
tude was from the outset one of wholehearted, single-minded defiance of
all opposition to his will. He held the military power and used it to stamp
out possible competitors. He would stop short at nothing, even if in the
process he had to shoot down a lot of innocent people.

With ruthlessness unprecedented in local politics, Trujillo set himself to
establish his personal rule in all levels of national life. By force or bribery
he gained a foothold within each of the several political parties making up
the loose coalition that had overthrown Vasquez and by the middle of
March he had secured the Presidential nomination of the so-called Con-
federacion. He made it clear that in the future he intended to make Do-
minican politics a one-man show.

Estrella Urefia’s aspirations to the Presidency had been shattered, but
overtaken and overwhelmed by the new events, he did not dare to protest.
He knew who was boss and without a word accepted the Vice Presidency,
thrown his way by Trujillo not as a reward but as a means of prostrat-
ing him at his feet. Thus, the General did not let a day pass without re-
minding Estrella that he was only a subordinate. For instance, on the
night of March 17, 1930, while the Presidents of the Senate and the
Chamber of Deputies were at a conference with President Estrella Urefia
at the Presidential Mansion, soldiers sent by Trujillo confiscated the revolv-
ers of their chauffeurs. To no avail they showed permits signed by the
President himself.

This petty incident seems to have been a little too much even for puppet
President Estrella Urefia. The next morning—during a “very frank and
long interview” with the American Minister—the President asserted that
General Trujillo was dominating him and preventing the preparation of
fair elections. “The President asked me,” wrote Curtis to the U.S. State
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Department, “to make it public that the Government of the United States
would not recognize Trujillo as President in view of the agreement reached
through the mediation of the Legation which ended the revolution.”
Excusing his failure to take a definite stand, Estrella explained that any
opposition on his part to Trujillo’s candidacy might be ascribed by the
latter to self-interest.

The State Department did not authorize Curtis to issue the statement
suggested by Estrella Urefia. The Department, however, concurred in
Curtis’s views that it was most unfortunate that the head of the Army
should use that position for his political advancement and as a means of
obtaining the Presidency.

Furthermore, the Minister was instructed to talk “personally, confiden-
tially and in the most friendly manner with Trujillo” to urge upon him,
but only as Curtis’s personal advice, “the damage which he will do to the
political development of the Dominican Republic by being a candidate
rather than by using his power to guarantee free and fair elections.”

It was the fecling of the State Department that a friendly appeal to
Trujillo, “on the basis of the good of the Dominican Republic,” would
succeed in preventing his candidacy. Any duress, through a public state-
ment, was considered self-defeating.

Curtis was advised that, without overlooking the great difficulty of
bringing such a thing about, the Department hoped he would be able to
persuade Trujillo. But, should he not succeed and Trujillo be elected, the
Department thought it most important that “you (Curtis) should not im-
pair in any way your relations with him (Trujillo). Therefore the Depart-
ment cannot emphasize too strongly the necessity of making your appeal
in a most friendly spirit.”

Lastly, the State Department revealed confidentially to Curtis that the
United States expected to recognize Trujillo and “maintain the most
friendly relations with him and his Government.” It was suggested that
in his talks with Trujillo, Curtis should be assisted by a man the Depart-
ment understood exercised great personal influence over the Dominican
General: Colonel Richard M. Cutts, of the Marine Corps, then stationed
in Haiti. “Colonel Cutts,” said the U.S. State Department, “was Trujillo’s
commanding officer and trained him in his present duties, and the Depart-
ment understands that Trujillo frequently consults him on important mat-
ters relating to Trujillo’s personal conduct and attitude.” However, Cutts’s
visit to Santo Domingo left things unchanged.

Ignorant of American willingness to appease Trujillo, the Dominican
democratic forces were rallying behind a unification drive. The two most
powerful political organizations then in existence joined forces in an ef-
fort to check Trujillo’s drive for power: the Partido Nacional, of former
President Vasquez, and the Partido Progresista, whose chief was a most
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respected elder statesman, Federico Velasquez y Hernéndez, with a long
past of selfless public service on his record. The Alianza, as the fusion of
these two political organizations was known, nominated Veldsquez as its
Presidential candidate. As Veldsquez’ running mate, the young and
promising nationalist leader Dr. Angel Morales was chosen; he had re-
signed as Minister to Washington and was back in the country. The two
opposition candidates tried desperately to rouse the liberal elements and
there is no doubt that under normal conditions the Alianza’s appeal
would have gained an overwhelming majority on election day.

Yet normalcy was an illusion. With the drawing of battle lines things
took a sharp turn for the worst. Knowing that the Alianza, supported by
thousands of Dominicans from all walks of life, was gathering momentum,
Trujillo decided to break the spine of the rising opposition. The spirit of
protest was so great, however, that a very popular slogan, chalked on walls
and curbstones throughout the country, was No puede ser . . . (It cannot
be), referring to Trujillo’s bid for power. Sometimes to these words
would be added: por ladron de caballos (for horse thief).

Faced with mounting popular opposition, Trujillo retaliated with the
convincing argument of bullets, rope and knives. While the President and
the civil authorities assured the American Legation of their real or feigned
willingness to take all possible steps to maintain order, Trujillo, with the
help of a gang of thugs known as La 42—after the Forty-second Company
of American marines which left such bitter memories in Santo Domingo—
unleashed a wave of terror.

A chilly wind of terror started blowing. The storm troopers of La 42,
led by an Army captain (now a colonel) named Miguel Angel Paulino,
dealt out beatings, broke up meetings of the opposition, kidnapped and
murdered alleged enemies of the regime. Several hundred people were
killed because they persisted in expressing their opinions.* An American
observer, Charles A. Thomson, wrote the following in a report for the
Foreign Policy Association: “The period succeeding General Trujillo’s
entry into the Presidential campaign witnessed the death or mysterious
disappearance of a great number of his opponents. These included former
cabinet ministers, ex-Senators, leading politicians, journalists, ranchers,
businessmen, students and labor leaders.”

A most dreaded feature of those fateful days, and one about which old
Dominicans still talk with trembling voices, was La 42’s terroristic Carro
de la Muerte (death car)—the huge red Packard, driven by an ex-convict,

4 La 42 formed a special body which had its particular living standard, its special
ethics, code of honor and even slang. Drawn from the dregs of Dominican under-
world, La 42 organized itself right after the February coup. Its members were allowed
to steal and murder without hindrance and received part of the spoils taken from the
victims. Among La 42’s most prominent graduates is Dominican diplomat Dr. Felix
W. Bernardino, former Dominican Consul General in New York.
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used to take the regime’s earlier enemies for a ride. Each night was one
of fright for Trujillo’s foes. But the long list of those assassinated com-
prises more than people openly opposed to the regime. Many citizens were
killed to satisfy personal vengeance, and many more were disposed of,
especially plantation owners, because they objected to soldiers stealing
cattle or resisted confiscation of their estates.

The electoral campaign officially opened on April 1. By the middle of
the month, however, it had become apparent that it was no longer possible
to expect any kind of pre-electoral guarantees. With terrorism in full sway,
campaigning was a most daring enterprise. One day a group of leading
members of the Alianza, including Vice Presidential nominee Angel
Morales, were ambushed but miraculously escaped.

In letters dated April 17 and 18 to the President of the Central Electoral
Board, Veldsquez accused Trujillo adherents—in many cases army officers
—of firing on opposition rallies. The letters also stated that trujillista
gangs had attacked the Alianza leaders and the officers of the opposition
groups in various cities as well as its propaganda committees throughout
the country. A considerable number of Alianza supporters had been
killed and wounded; others had been imprisoned.

On May 1 the Central Electoral Board (in charge of supervising the
electoral campaign) published in the Listin Diario a notice of protest:
“The Central Electoral Board requests that the Army remain in its bar-
racks and that house-to-house search cease at once.”

The protest was ignored and the President of the Board, Mr. Enrique
Estrada, resigned. Some days later the other members of the board like-
wise resigned. According to Charles A. Thomson, “they had been named
as the result of an inter-party agreement and in consequence had merited
general confidence.” Trujillo’s apologists deny things were that way. Biog-
rapher Abelardo R. Nanita accuses the opposition leader of causing all
the trouble. According to Nanita, the opposition was working in an “un-
derhanded and subtle manner” to obstruct the electoral process and in
complicity with the Electoral Board was plotting to flout the Constitution.
Nanita also accuses Estrella Urefia of being in cahoots with the Alianza
and says that upon his return from a “triumphant campaigning trip”
through the Cibao region Trujillo was informed of the situation, “whereupon
the necessary steps were taken to meet the danger. The members of the Cen-
tral Electoral Board submitted resignations.” What is not explained is why
the plotters easily acceded to Trujillo’s way of foiling the conspiracy.

Anyway, by decree of May 6, Provisional President Jacinto B. Peynado
(Estrella Urefia as a candidate for the Vice Presidency had scrupulously
taken a leave of absence beginning April 22) named another Central Elec-
toral Board to be presided over by Roberto Despradel. The Alianza,
charging that the members of the new Board were partial to the Trujillo
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candidacy, refused to recognize the appointment. Veldsquez at once
brought suit in the courts to test the legality of the Executive’s action.
Judge Heriberto Nuiiez, of El Seibo court of first instance, decided in favor
of the plaintiffs. The Government appealed the decision.

The case came before the Court of Appeals in the capital on May 15.
Two days later, when the judges were ready to pronounce the sentence
(supposedly upholding the original findings), the courtroom was invaded
by a group of armed members of La 42. With the turbulent mob already
within the courthouse, the judges had to run for their lives. The late Dr.
Carlos Gatén Richiez, one of them, told me years later (at the Labor De-
partment where we shared an office in its Legal section) that he had been
forced to go in hiding for several days afterward. On his way to a friend’s
home, where he took refuge, Dr. Gatén went through the streets of the
capital disguised as a woman.

The decision never became law; notwithstanding all the pressure exerted
upon them, the five judges (Francisco A. Hernindez, Esteban S. Mesa,
Carlos Gatén Richiez, Gregorio Sofié Nolasco and M. E. Céiceres) filed a
protest with the Supreme Court on May 22.

Neither terror nor the glowing promises of the trujillista platform were
enough to quiet the popular ferment. Organized labor would not be wooed
by Trujillo’s hollow promises. Most vocal in their opposition were the
members of the Chauffeurs Union. Feelings ran high and at this point the
chauffeurs decided to agitate in the streets. They staged a rally on plazas
and street corners of the capital. The demonstration wound up in Inde-
pendence Park where leaflets calling Trujillo a “cattle thief’ were dis-
tributed. At that moment a detachment of soldiers, reinforced by the
ubiquitous La 42, appeared at the park and turned their guns upon the
demonstrators, mowing them down. A score of men, several dead, were
left on the ground. That same night the Union headquarters were invaded
by La 42. An electoral convention was promptly held, at which Captain
Miguel Angel Paulino was “elected” President of the Union, a capacity in
which he thereafter served for almost ten years.

In the interim the opposition hopes that Washington would not recognize
a government headed by Trujillo had been disappointed. Unknown to
them, they received a severe blow on April 23. On that day the new Do-
minican Minister to the United States, Rafael Brache, called upon the Act-
ing Secretary of State to discuss the Dominican political situation. Cotton
let Brache know that the Department agreed with Curtis’s opinion, which
had been politely expressed to Trujillo, that it would be a pity for a man
who was the head of the army to be candidate for President. Brache
argued that Trujillo was a “very able man, a good organizer, very clever,
intelligent and honest.”
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The Dominican Envoy must have come from the conference favorably
impressed. The next day Trujillo decided to call the Americans’ bluff and
formally accepted the presidential nomination. In his acceptance—a re-
markable document—the General promised freedom for all, improved
health measures, improved finances, more jobs and better living condi-
tions. He asserted that, above all things, he was against dictatorship. To
cap all, he promised those who followed him they would never regret it.

Trujillo had touched off a blaze of violence that was sweeping the coun-
try, but it still took a little longer for the opposition leaders to concede
defeat. However, after a meeting on May 14, Veldsquez and Morales an-
nounced their withdrawal from the race. Inasmuch, they asserted, as elec-
toral campaigning in its most democratic aspects had been suppressed by
a policy of terrorism that stopped at nothing, elections could only prove a
farce. They asked their followers to abstain from voting.

“Elections” were held two days later and Trujillo and Estrella Urefia
were declared elected unopposed. The people, according to Nanita, had
chosen whom they should—*“gallant” General Trujillo, the man destined
“by an inscrutable Providence to change completely the course of history.”

“I have the honor to confirm my report that there were no disorders
during the day of the elections, but that all is by no means quiet here,”
wrote Curtis to the State Department. He further noted that “the Con-
federacion announces that 223,851 votes were, according to early reports,
cast in favor of General Rafael Leonidas Trujillo for President of the
Republic, and of Rafael Estrella Urefia for Vice President. As the number
given greatly exceeds the total number of voters in the country, further
comment on the fairness of the elections is hardly necessary; however,
there is every reason to believe that, as anticipated by the Legation, the
intimidation of the followers of the Opposition had already been so great
prior to the day of the elections that none was needed, and it would seem
than none was practiced, on the day of the elections, in order to keep them
away from the polls.”

The violence rending the country did not end with Trujillo’s election.
The General made it known that he had no intention of letting bygones be
bygones. Now that he had been elected he considered the moment had
arrived to deal with the major opposition leaders. Thus far La 42 had only
disposed (with a few exceptions) of the small fry, though casualties could
be counted by the thousands. Many victims were secretly buried or thrown
into the sea.

No sooner had the electoral returns been announced than Trujillo threw
Presidential candidate Federico Veldsquez in jail. Similar orders were
issued against Morales, but alert followers managed to smuggle him out to
Puerto Rico a step ahead of La 42. Considering that during his long



TRUJILLO: Little Caesar of the Caribbean 60

exile Morales has been the subject of several murderous plots, it is only
fair to assume that he wisely left the country.® After eight days in prison
Veldsquez was released, on May 26, and likewise went into exile in Puerto
Rico, where he died four years later.

The spree of violence followed a vicious circle. Trujillo turned loose his
soldiers and thugs, who now roamed the streets of cities and towns as
well as the countryside. First to fall victims to the iron fist of La 42
were distinguished citizens high on the list of Trujillo’s personal hatreds.

On June 1, 1930, Virgilio Martinez Reyna, a poet and sometime cabi-
net minister under President Vésquez, was shot dead, together with his
pregnant wife. According to Listin Diario, the gunmen who assaulted his
country home at San José de las Matas (led by General José Estrella as
was established later) had slashed the poet’s body and severed the nose
from his face. Since Martinez was chronically ill and practically retired
from politics, it seems that the only reason for this dastardly murder was
that in the early days of the Vasquez regime he had sought to have Trujillo
removed from the Army.

Next on the proscribed list was José Brache, former Secretary of the
Treasury. Brache was killed in Moca by a group who fired upon him from
the moving Carro de la Muerte as he emerged from a movie. The former
high official, it was reported, had once refused to lend Trujillo a consid-
erable sum of money.

Terror had its political motivation as well. One night as Moncito Matos,
leader of the opposition in Barahona, strolled into his home, a gunman
followed and shot him down. Eliseo Esteves, an opposition chieftain in
Moca, was removed in like manner. So was Juan Paredes, opposition
leader in San Francisco de Macoris, and hundreds of lesser known free-
dom-loving citizens.

Cornered and hunted down, some opposition leaders tried to put up a
desperate armed resistance. But then, as now, arms were almost impossi-
ble to get. Without arms and ammunition the overwhelming military might
of the Government proved too much. One of the abortive uprisings in the
city of La Vega provided the Government with a good excuse to imprison
and kill a number of opponents.

On June 10 a group of rebels led by General Alberto Larancuent,
leader of the Partido Progresista, left the town of La Romana and headed
for the woods. After a few skirmishes with the Army the group, including
Larancuent, was induced to drop their arms, under promises of guarantees
for their lives and personal security.

As result of this short-lived uprising, Dominicans were given the op-
portunity to appreciate one of the earliest demonstrations of Trujillo’s ca-

5 Morales is at present one of the most respected exile leaders, because of his hon-
esty, forthrightness and courage.
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pacity for deceit and brutality. He lured Larancuent to his slaughter by
inviting the defeated enemy to a peace meeting in the capital, in which
both men embraced each other. On the same night trustful Larancuent
was taking a breath of fresh air at Colon Square in front of his hotel,
when suddenly the lights went out. Several shots were then heard. When
the lights snapped on again, the bullet-ridden body of Larancuent was
lying on the ground. Again and again Trujillo used in those early days the
ruse of inviting opponents to negotiate and then arresting or killing them.

As the time for the presidential inauguration approached, terror in-
creased. This compound of terror, cowardice and treachery finally achieved
its avowed end—it broke the proud and democratic spirit of the Domini-
can people.

The most candid among the Dominican press agents explain the reports
of early violence as the inevitable accompaniment of a momentary break-
down of public order. The armed bands are explained as organized by
excitable individuals, many of whom sincerely believed they were doing
good for their country. The explanation has a Fascist ring—the reign of
terror was in essence a patriotic crusade.

Whether the trujillista crimes of 1930 and 1931 were justified by con-
ditions or whether they would have never occurred had not Trujillo himself
granted immunity to their perpetrators, is rather academic. However, it
must be pointed out that long after an era of peace, order, law, progress,
and justice, to employ trujillista language, has succeeded, people still pay
dearly for democratic convictions.

3- ON SEPTEMBER 3, 1930, EIGHTEEN DAYS AFTER PRESIDENT
Rafael L. Trujillo assumed office, a hurricane struck the capital city and
played great havoc. When the long hours of nightmare and destruction
were over, dazed capitalefios, as the inhabitants of the city are named,
started combing the rubble for survivors. Disaster’s toll was heavy for a
city having a population of less than 80,000—2,500 dead, more than
8,000 injured and an untold number unaccounted for.

The aggregate of sorrow, consternation and tragedy was heavy too. For
days the nightmare could not be erased from the minds of the survivors.
As the dead were counted—many days passed before an accurate tally
could be made—care for the living became the most pressing problem.
Material losses were estimated at several millions, but fortunately the old
colonial quarter of the city had not suffered much. There, hundreds of
families from the devastated slums found shelter in churches, schools and
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public buildings still standing. But the threat of famine and epidemics
loomed over the ruins.

To give the devil his due, credit must be given to Trujillo for prompt,
sweeping measures intended to alleviate the plight of the inhabitants. In
doing so he faced problems which would have discouraged a less energetic
man. And he coped with them with energy, determination and sagacity.

But Trujillo is no magician and he could not do the immense task with-
out outside help and the collaboration of the Dominican people. Without
minimizing the extent of the crisis, it must be said that the picture of Tru-
jillo as the single-handed rebuilder of the city is a gross exaggeration put
forth by his propaganda machine. The people, as well as their President,
rose to meet the crisis.

The President declared the city a major disaster area and set himself
to work out plans for rebuilding. However, aside from the money spent in
repairing damaged public buildings and clearing the streets as well as car-
ing for the wounded in the State hospitals, the relief program hardly cost a
penny to the Dominican Government. Most of the property owners per-
formed, without any financial assistance from the Administration or the
relief agencies, the reconstruction of their private homes and places of
business. Even the portion shared by the Government in the reconstruc-
tion work was launched with the help of money, medical equipment, build-
ing material, foodstuffs and other supplies rushed from neighboring coun-
tries. Airplanes flew supplies in from the United States, Puerto Rico, Cuba
and Haiti and all manner of naval craft were engaged in the same task.
Hospitals were improvised with Cuban and American personnel brought
into the country by the respective branches of the Red Cross. Crews of
British, Dutch and American ships were employed in the thankless
task of removing debris. An inspiring example of international cooperation!

In many respects the hurricane proved a blessing for Trujillo. To meet
the crisis, the National Congress passed a law suspending constitutional
guarantees and investing the President with authority to take any steps,
economic or otherwise, to raise funds on public credit, to distribute relief
supplies and to do whatever was demanded by the circumstances.

The General did not let his newly legalized dictatorial power rust. He
personally assumed the direction of the Red Cross and relief operations,
whereas the Government “borrowed” idle funds lying in bank accounts or
vaults. Tight controls were imposed over the stocks of necessities, medi-
cines and building materials, but instead of diverting them directly to the
needy, they were turned over to relatives of Trujillo and Army speculators.
An idea of the way in which necessities were handled by speculators and
profiteers can be gained from the fact that several known fortunes were
made in a matter of weeks. As head of the Red Cross the President was
himself the sole administrator of the large sums of relief money sent from
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abroad. To date no one knows how the money was spent, since Trujillo
never deigned to make public an accounting that was due to the foreign
contributors.

Since Congress had legalized dictatorship, it was easy for Trujillo
to take advantage of the situation to wipe out the already decimated ranks
of the opposition. Thus, many of his opponents, done away with by strong-
armed squads, were reported victims of the hurricane. The day after the
hurricane Trujillo ordered Captain Paulino, the head of La 42, to secure
large quantities of gasoline and that evening the dead bodies of the vic-
tims of the hurricane (as well as a few killed by La 42) were drenched
with the fluid and burned. This method of corpse disposal was hailed
as an ingenious device of the President to save time and prevent epidemics.
Trujillo, as a matter of fact, takes great pride in his original health meas-
ure. “Without this drastic step,” he asserted, “we should have suffered an
epidemic that would have destroyed the capital itself.”

Terror seemed to be insufficient, however, at least at the outset, to con-
trol people who, as in the wake of big calamities, were getting restless.
Even the Army rank-and-file could not be trusted. To stave off trouble,
and assure himself of a firm seat in the saddle, Trujillo conceived another
original idea: he tried to bring foreign soldiers into the country.

Therefore, Trujillo made a most unusual appeal to the American and
Haitian Governments. He personally requested of his friend Colonel Cutts
at least fifty American Marines and as many more as available. He wanted
them to be temporarily assigned to Santo Domingo on any excuse. Cutts
was in no position to do such a favor for his friend, but he transmitted the
request to Marine headquarters. In the interim Trujillo asked the Navy
Department liaison officer in Santo Domingo, Major W. B. Sullivan, to
put a similar request to the United States Minister Charles B. Curtis.

Upon receiving Trujillo’s petition for foreign military help, Curtis wrote
to the State Department backing it. “The Dominican Army and police are
almost completely demoralized,” he asserted, “and the moral effect of hav-
ing 50 Marines here would be enormously beneficial.”

The acting Secretary of State Cotton ruled out any idea of sending
Marines to the Dominican Republic. Such a step, he noted in his answer to
Curtis, might create misunderstanding in other countries.

Still determined to secure foreign soldiers, Trujillo turned toward Haiti
and made a similar request of President Roy. This time he specifically
asked, according to a message from the American Legation in Port-au-
Prince to the State Department, for the sending of a detachment of 50 or
100 Haitian guards to Santo Domingo City. President Roy dismissed the
request since he thought that the dispatch of guards would probably be
ineffective and “might lead to unfortunate friction.”

Despite his failure on that occasion, it is well-known fact that Trujillo
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still subscribes to the theory that in times of crisis the presence of foreign
troops contributes to bolster the morale of the incumbent regime and, in
case of need, may be used more effectively than the native soldiers. When
his long-time ally and personal friend President Anastasio Somoza, of
Nicaragua, was felled by the bullets of a young martyr, in 1956, the Bene-
factor promptly sent off to Managua part of his Presidential Guard. The
gesture was repeated right after the murder of the President of Guatemala,
Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas, in 1957.

Trujillo, however, had to get along without outside help in 1930. What-
ever his own doubts, he was fortunate or capable enough to overcome by
his own means the immediate emergency. It is only in the face of his sub-
sequent record as a loud-mouthed “non-interventionist” that the strange
requests must be recorded. They contribute another paradox.

Moreover, if Trujillo considered it normal to request foreign aid, mili-
tary or otherwise, still he strongly objected to similar actions on the part of
his subjects. In February 1931 his Congress passed a law making it a
punishable offense for any citizen to resort to a foreign government or
legation, to request help or to complain against the Dominican Government.

Trujillo’s early difficulties were not limited to the political field. Like
almost any other contemporary ruler, he was faced by an acute financial
crisis. Although in later years the Benefactor has made it a chief feature of
his propaganda for external consumption that all Dominican progress has
been achieved without the help of outside loans or financial entanglements,
it is a matter of record that right after the hurricane the Dominican Gov-
ernment sounded out in vain the State Department on the possibilities of
getting financial assistance. Nonetheless the President of the United States,
Herbert Hoover, designated Mr. Elliot Wadsworth as his personal repre-
sentative to the Dominican Republic and directed him to decide on the
practicability of authorizing a new bond issue chargeable to the debt-ridden
Dominican Government. Wadsworth advised against such a bond issue.

To complicate matters, demands for payment of the external debt now
became pressing and as a result $3,000,000 per annum had to be diverted
from the national budget for the servicing of foreign bonds. Trujillo now
stood in front of an empty treasury, a floating debt of $1,750,000 and a
foreign debt of $20,000,000. Revenues that in 1929 had reached the high-
est peak in the history of the country, totaling $15,385,000, had dropped
in 1930 to $9,879,843.75 and in 1931 to $7,350,000.

To meet the challenge, Trujillo attempted various not always orthodox
and often erratic economy measures. He reduced personnel in govern-
ment offices by 15 to 20 per cent, and salaries, if not in arrears, were cut
by 15 per cent. He closed many schools in all levels of learning, leaving
the country with only two high schools, and an enrollment smaller than
in 1920. The only budgetary appropriations he did not slash were those of
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the Army, which was allotted in 1931 the sum of $1,141,000, or 11.5 per
cent of the total budget.

Despite Trujillo’s frantic efforts the situation kept its downward trend
until the amount of funds going into the treasury was not enough to cover
a minimum of the Administration’s ordinary expenses and meet as well the
heavy payments of the external debt. A commission was sent to the United
States in an unsuccessful effort to secure a loan, “At this point we needed
help and assistance. I sought them eagerly but did not find them any-
where,” recalled the Benefactor years after.

The American creditors, however, could no longer close their eyes to
the frightful economic conditions in the Dominican Republic. To prevent
complete national bankruptcy, an Emergency Law was passed in October
1931 diverting to governmental expenses $1,500,000 from customs rev-
enues which were pledged to service of the foreign loans; the United States
Government contented itself with the statement that it was following de-
velopments “with attention and care.” In accordance with the new law
interest payments were to be maintained, but payments on the sinking-
fund were practically suspended.

The Emergency Law was kept in full force until 1934, when a new per-
manent agreement was made with the Foreign Bondholders Protective
Council of the United States, permitting very substantial reductions in
debt payments in exchange for more powers for the American General
Receiver of Customs.

During the negotiations of this new agreement one of Trujillo’s clearcut
methods appeared for the first time. The Dominican Government did not
employ as negotiators its own diplomats, but American lawyers and lobby-
ists. Joseph E. Davies, well-known lawyer and Democratic Party politician,
acted as Dominican representative in dealings with a Democratic Adminis-
tration and Democratic Secretary of State Cordell Hull.

Davies was assisted by Oliver P. Newman, a journalist with little pre-
vious experience in financial matters or Latin American affairs, who had
formerly been associated with the Democratic National Committee as di-
rector of publicity, when Mr. Cordell Hull was chairman of that body.
Thereafter, Newman, who died in Miami, Florida, in 1956, was associated
with Trujillo for almost twenty years in diverse capacities both in the
Dominican Republic and the United States.

Convinced at last that he would not be able to solve the economic
problems of his regime with the help of foreign loans, Trujillo chose crush-
ing taxation as the best alternative to increase the flow of revenue. A group
of so-called emergency taxes were imposed, never to be repealed. Though
they markedly increased the cost of living, taxes helped the regime to cover
expenditures for its costly machinery. Through an extreme protection of
certain articles, taxes encouraged the growth of a series of Trujillo-owned
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monopolies. Last but not least, they were a fool-proof instrument of terror,
adroitly exploited to keep in line the wealthy classes. Fear of additional
taxation, coupled with visits by Treasury agents, has been the favorite
method of keeping in check businessmen and wealthy farmers.

Resentment over taxation is tantamount to political opposition. To
raise prices following a new levy or to close down a business for the same
reason is a severely punishable crime. Late in 1934 and early in 1935,
following imposition of heavy taxes upon several mnecessities, some mer-
chants raised prices. The Government retaliated by throwing a few domes-
tic merchants in jail and threatening to deport foreign businessmen if such
practices continued. To maintain a cloud of fear over the employers, the
Government printed a notice in Listin Diario warning businessmen they
would be held responsible for any expressions of disloyalty voiced by em-
ployees or relatives. When a match factory in Puerto Plata shut down, Tru-
jillo announced to the press that the government would “not permit the
stoppage of any industry” and that if the owners could not keep them
running, the Administration would take charge and give them an “effi-
cient, honest and economical administration.”

Money was still scarce. Although Trujillo has always taken special pride
in his public works program, during the first four years of his regime the
only activity the government could show along this line was the erection
of several permanent steel and concrete bridges, one of which was bap-
tized “Ramfis Bridge” in honor of Trujillo’s four-year-old son. The mate-
rials for this bridge had been contracted and paid for by the Vasquez ad-
ministration; it had dealt with the United Steel Products Company of New
York since 1928.

Coincidental with stopgap economic measures came Trujillo’s search
for stable formulas to perpetuate his power. Beyond a determination to
capture supreme authority by hook or crook, he had brought no plan to
the Presidency. Now he needed a little more than that, and the General
proved himself equal to the task. His formula to remain in power was
simple enough—diabolically simple: from then on no opposition was to
be permitted.

Trujillo’s views were enforced by the vigorous arguments of the rope
and the bullet. Murder again raised its ugly head and La 42 scoured the
country beating actual or potential opponents. Discontent with the regime,
indifference toward the regime, opposition toward the regime, all found a
common denominator in persecution by Trujillo.

If the pre-inauguration atrocities had been a horrible example of rule
by terror, what happened after “the Chief” was already installed defies
efforts at objective description. Just to list those who have died on Tru-
jillo’s orders is an impossible task. According to Albert C. Hicks, “during
the immediate post-election period, from the summer of 1930 to October
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1931, at least one thousand Dominicans who were on the Trujillo black list
were killed. Thousands of others were imprisoned and tortured.”

Opponents dragged from their homes were dumped into vermin-infested
cells at the malaria-ridden Nigua prison near the capital. By illegal search,
kidnapping or murder, La 42 terrorized the population. An entire genera-
tion of Dominican democratic leaders was wiped out, all opposition rooted
out and every spark of political energy smothered.

To be plunged into the blood bath a man did not have to be himself
active in politics. It was enough to be a close relative of someone who was.
Dr. Gerardo Ellis Cambiaso, an active opponent of the regime, sought
refuge abroad to avoid persecution, but left behind in the Dominican
Republic his son Gerardo Ellis Guerra, a high school student with no po-
litical affiliation. At dusk, on October 7, 1931, young Ellis was walking
with his fiancée along the main street of Santiago when shooting broke
out. When it was over the student lay dead at the feet of his fiancée who
miraculously escaped unhurt.

Whole families (the Perozos, the Bencosmes, the Patifios, the Vallejos)
lost nearly all their male members during these early purges or in the years
that immediately followed. The Perozo family may be the one that has
given most martyrs to the anti-Trujillo cause. In the early Thirties all men
carrying the name of Perozo and their in-laws were dispatched by the
Trujillo secret police. José Luis Fermin Perozo, however, was only a boy
of two when the regime took power, and he was spared. At 17, however,
José Luis was already “dangerous.” On the afternoon of June 13, 1945,
while the boy was strolling along one of his home-town streets he was
approached by a lottery ticket peddler who, without warning, stabbed him
to death. The police promptly arrested the killer and released a com-
muniqué announcing that he would be indicted for the crime. The following
morning, however, the police issued a new statement that the murderer
had hanged himself in his cell the night before.

It is a strong tribute to the Dominicans’ character that these outrages
did not break their spirits outright. There still was some opposition;
though weak in numbers, it was high in character. Various were the revo-
lutionary movements that broke out. Even trujillista propaganda cannot
deny the existence of men of determination and courage, willing to sacri-
fice their lives in the fight for democratic rule. Lawrence de Besault calls
them “obdurate malcontents who desired to ruin the new administration,
who plotted in the shadows and headed by a few disturbers attempted to
resurrect the past.” Trujillo, according to his biographer, answered their
active hostility with conciliatory gestures, and only when persuasion and
generosity failed did he employ the Army to crush incipient revolts.

One such case was that of Senator Desiderio Arias, a veteran politician
and leader of the revolution that put Trujillo in power. As a worthy man,
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Arias, after an abortive uprising, took refuge with a handful of followers
in the northern mountains of Mao in the summer of 1931. Upon hearing
of his former collaborator’s uprising, Trujillo accused Arias, along with
his other comrades, of a common crime—the murder of an obscure farmer
named Vetilio Reyes. Then he ordered General José Estrella at the head
of an impressive military force to persecute the Senator. Arias and all
his comrades were killed in a bloody skirmish.

Around the killing of Arias there are several unsavory stories which do
not rate much credit, but there is a feature of the incident that reveals an
interesting aspect of Trujillo’s personality. The night of Arias’ killing “the
Chief” showed up at his widow’s home and insisted upon staying with
the tormented lady while she mourned over the body. Then Trujillo made
the Senate pass a resolution declaring three days of mourning.

Following Latin American tradition, Dominican students stood in the
forefront of the fight against Trujillo during several years. The National
Association of University Students (ANEU) held a series of anti-Trujillo
demonstrations, all dispersed by Trujillo’s mounted police and La 42.
Finally the association was disbanded and several leaders thrown in jail.

In Santiago a group of high school students planted a few bombs
throughout the town and planned to assassinate Trujillo during one of his
visits. The plot miscarried at the last moment when the would-be murderer
lost his nerve. Finally discovered, some forty young men were arrested
and held in prison for more than a year.

Having routed all opposition, Trujillo turned on his own collaborators.
They, too, surrendered without giving battle. Torn by the conflicting in-
terests of its leaders, the coalition that put Trujillo in power soon disinte-
grated. Methodically, the General undermined the influence of his prin-
cipal associates, playing up with skillful shrewdness the rivalries between
them, a method he strongly favors in dealing with his own household.

Vice President Estrella Urefia was the first among the collaborators to
be shoved aside. The man had too much prestige to be left alone, so Tru-
jillo did not spare pains to humiliate and harass him. On August 16, 1931,
in a statement full of praise for Trujillo, Estrella announced he was leav-
ing for Europe to fulfill an official mission. From Puerto Rico, however,
he cabled his resignation and boarded a ship for New York, starting a
period of exile that ended nine years later with an unexplainable recon-
ciliation with Trujillo.

Estrella’s downfall was followed by a far more important one: that of
Rafael Vidal, one of the “brain trust” of the February revolution. With
much fanfare, Vidal was thrown into jail on trumped-up charges. Later
he was pardoned and seemingly restored to the favor of the President.

By 1934 all opposition had been silenced or driven underground, but
Trujillo was not satisfied. He craved the all-out support of all Dominicans.
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People soon learned that they had to be vocally on “the Chief’s” side,
since to be “indifferent” was as bad as to be “subversive.” This end was
achieved very successfully through fear, through the hope of personal ad-
vancement or through vulgar bribery. The lure of public office, after a
brief visit to jail, was usually sufficient to gain converts. The list of the
men who went through this cure during the first years of the regime and
subsequently is a long ome. Those who were really fortunate removed
themselves from the local scene and went into exile (a method no longer
possible since it is practically impossible to get a passport and the Tru-
jillo regime does not recognize the right of asylum). Those who exiled
themselves were promptly declared “traitors” to the Fatherland, sentenced
to jail terms, and their properties within the Republic confiscated.

For nearly four years Trujillo pounded the politically hopeless oppo-
sition. Now in 1934 his reelection was considered a well deserved reward
for selfless devotion to furthering the welfare of the Dominican people.
Perhaps unknowingly “the Chief” had scrupulously followed Machia-~
velli’s-advice to the tyrants of four hundred years ago—to get their mur-
ders over with at the beginning of their reign. Now he was able, at least
outwardly, to show restraint and generosity, provided the rest of the
Dominicans played the game according to his own rules.

In well-organized “civic reviews” organized throughout the country by
the only party any longer in existence—the Partido Dominicano—masses
of peasants were brought together to voice their support of their self-
styled Benefactor, in preparation for the 1934 polls. This was hailed as
a sign of democracy on the march; #rujillista democracy, to be sure.



CECECE

THE PHENOMENON NAMED
TRUJILLO

1- WHEN THE AVERAGE AMERICAN HEARS THE NAME OF
Rafael L. Trujillo—especially after the much written-about Galindez dis-
appearance—he pictures “the Caribbean Little Caesar” as a cruel, sinis-
ter image of evil. As a matter of fact, “the Big One,” if seen out of uni-
form, could be mistaken for a prosperous, well-dressed, civic-minded
American business executive.

A strongly-built, erect, agile, untiring and well-proportioned graying
man, Trujillo seems exceptionally healthy at 66. His good carriage and
military bearing, as well as his quick, well-coordinated reflexes help him
to keep an athletic, outdoor look. Forced by incipient stoutness to corset
himself, he still manages, with the help of built-in elevator heels, to give
the impression of being taller than his five feet eight inches. When he
marches into a reception room, his face set straight ahead and only his
quick brown eyes glancing about, he cuts an imposing figure.

Described a few years back by an American writer as a handsome man
with a copper skin and twinkling eyes who “drank a mighty good glass of
wine,” the Generalissimo’s personal tastes used to impress visitors as
sybaritic. Although he clings to most of his former tastes, over the last
eight years he has gradually modified his living habits to conform to the
requirements of advancing years.

Without losing completely his hearty appetite for the good things of
life, Trujillo has become frugal. He keeps a watchful eye on his diet,
exercises regularly, never smokes (he has never tried) and plans to get
seven hours’ rest on most nights. A shorter period of rest is likely to
make him snappish in the morning.
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Although there is no recent indication that “the Big One” is in any-
thing but the best of health, notwithstanding a formal announcement made
in September 1957 that he had suffered a “mild” indisposition, a string of
foreign doctors have been visiting his household during the last three years.
In March 1956 the New York Times reported that President Eisenhower’s
heart specialist, Dr. Paul Dudley White, had made an urgent visit to
Ciudad Trujillo. According to a Dominican physician who declined to
have his name used, the purpose of Dr. White’s visit was to examine the
Generalissimo. Later, several European and American physicians have
gone to the country for the same purpose.

This should not be taken as a definite sign that Trujillo’s health is de-
teriorating. The fact is that despite his seemingly good health “the Chief”
is overcome by an almost pathological fear of illness. He is always testing
new types of medicines, mysterious injections and stimulating pills. Special
emphasis is put on products whose avowed purpose is either to rejuvenate
or strengthen virility.

Trujillo’s cronies are always on the watch for strange medications and
a great deal of time is devoted, during after-dinner conversation at the
Palace to the alleged properties of the latest competitor of “Spanish fly.”
From all corners of the globe packages containing the newest filters as
well as scientific and pseudo-scientific discoveries arrive at the Palace.
There was a time when guests at his dinner table were given a glass of
molasses as a stimulant to their appetite as well as a digestive agent.
“The Chief’s” approval of the efficacy of a novel “fountain of youth” is
likely to start a rush for the concoction among the members of the inner
circle. This, in turn, sets off a chain reaction in the outer circles; the drug-
stores are deluged with requests for unheard-of remedies.

Whatever the present state of his health, Trujillo is known to have
been near death at least twice during his tenure of power. In 1935 a
chronic prostate affliction almost carried him off. A French specialist,
Dr. George Marion, was rushed into the country to operate on him and
thus saved his life. Ever since Dr. Marion has made periodic visits to the
island to check on his patient’s health. Reportedly he did it for the last
time in September 1957.

Then, in 1940, an anthrax in the neck, contracted at his farm, put Tru-
jillo’s life in peril. This time it was an old Dominican country doctor, Dr.
Dario Contreras, who saved his life with a daring operation, performed
against the best advice of cautious colleagues.

The aftermath of this surgical feat throws some light upon the Gen-
eralissimo’s personality. Upon recovery “the Chief” threw in jail his per-
sonal physician and Minister of Public Health, Dr. Francisco Benzo. The
former favorite lost his job and his personal fortune was confiscated, when
he was accused of having advised Dr. Contreras not to operate because the
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“corpse’s smell” had already started upon their patient. Benzo’s place was
taken over by Dr. Contreras, but only for a short while. Years later the
old, forsaken Contreras committed the unpardonable indiscretion of writ-
ing an article in La Nacidn, reminding the Benefactor, with the help of
Aesopian language, of his famous life-saving operation. Instead of the ex-
pected expression of gratitude, Contreras received a sharp rebuke. The
Generalissimo does not owe anything to anyone, he was told. He, Con-
treras, was showing how ungrateful he was by failing to appreciate the
unique privilege bestowed upon him when he was allowed to treat such
an illustrious patient.

Always conscious of his good looks as much as of his health, Trujillo
affects extreme elegance in his dress and personal appurtenances. Even
as a young telegraph operator in his home town he tried to dress above
his station. Today he meticulously resorts to the most elaborate uniforms
and immaculate clothes.

Such is the Generalissimo’s passion for clothes that he keeps complete
wardrobes—which according to biographer Nanita “might well be envied
by a prince”—in each of his twelve main residences. “The best tailors
in New York, London and Paris fashion his clothes,” asserts Nanita. Im-
peccably attired in mufti (he favors single-breasted, white linen suits), the
Generalissimo could pass for a man born to wealth and good taste. His
shirts are custom made, with initials on the left sleeve. His links, some-
times of extravagant design, are either gold or platinum. A near-feminine
token is a bejeweled military identification bracelet. But it is in neckties
that he excels. Nanita points out that “his collection of neckties is famous.”
Trujillo adores hand-painted originals, often costing as much as $100.

Yet, in uniform—his chest bedecked with medals—the Benefactor takes
on the gorgeous appearance of a tropical macaw. His favorite dress uni-
form (worth $10,000) which might come straight from a comic-opera
stage, is a symphony of gold. It combines a white-plumed hat thickly
crusted with gold braid, gold brocaded swallow-tailed coat with hefty
epaulets, tricolored sash and gold-striped blue trousers. The sash is a dis-
tinctive feature of all the Generalissimo’s uniforms.

It is the plumed hat that Trujillo considers the supreme symbol of his
rank. He, and occasionally little Héctor, the President, are the only per-
sons in the country permitted to sport such headgear. When Anselmo A.
Paulino, the Benefactor’s favorite and right-hand man for seven years,
fell into disgrace in August 1954, one of the charges against him, as
printed in El Caribe, was that he had been photographed in the privacy of
his bedroom wearing a plumed hat. For days the entire machinery of gov-
ernment investigated the whereabouts of Sefior Paulino’s hat and the
photo of it.

The Benefactor moves easily with people of wide culture. “The Gen-
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eralissimo himself is known as a host who combines dignity with a great
sense of humor,” wrote the American journalist Stanley Walker, author
of two eulogistic books on Trujillo printed and distributed at the Dominican
taxpayers’ cost by the Caribbean Library of the Dominican Information
Center of New York City. “He talks well, easily and confidently, on many
subjects, whether in ordinary conversation or in set speeches.”

It is well known, however, that Trujillo is neither an eloquent nor a
forceful speaker. His high-pitched voice has proved an insurmountable
stumbling block. His delivery is stiff, and it is rather pathetic to hear him
stammering and struggling through the pronunciation of the strange, high-
sounding words which Palace ghost-writers insert in his written speeches.
Trujillo’s style, however, is not cramped by these shortcomings since, un-
like other modern dictators, his political success is not based on his ability
to move vast masses of men by force of words.

Though sometimes flamboyant and usually pompous in his public be-
havior, Trujillo is deliberate and even modest in private and direct con-
versations. A man of few words, his answers—usually preceded by a
silence of seconds—are sharp, brief, always to the point. He is an atten-
tive listener, but at times he takes on an absent-minded appearance and
then there is no answer forthcoming to the requests put to him. This is
the situation most feared by his aides, because no one is supposed to press
thereafter any issue thus dealt with by Trujillo. Those few daring enough
to break this rule have regretted it.

In his conferences with foreigners these qualities are exceedingly help-
ful and tend to cover much of Trujillo’s ignorance and lack of culture. By
listening attentively he manages to give the impression of a readiness to
deal with issues on their merits without the usual fog of demagogic ideo-
logical jargon expected from most dictators. “He never gets bombastic,” a
foreign collaborator remarked. “He talks to you as one man to another. He
does not try to indoctrinate you,” was the reaction of an American news-
paperman whom I accompanied on a visit to the Palace.

As a rule, visitors come from a short visit to Trujillo’s office convinced
that “the Chief” is unfailingly well-informed on international developments.
The truth is, however, that beneath his well-groomed appearance and so-
cial charm, acquired late in life, the Generalissimo remains at heart the
same crude village tough who enlisted in the Constabulary. Under Tru-
jillo’s outward self-assurance and seemingly controlled physical reactions
lies a flaming and lethal temper, which explodes in fierce outbursts of
wrath at the slightest show of opposition to his will whenever things go
wrong or subordinates do not carry out orders with the expected celerity.
Then Trujillo’s voice takes on a shrill quality, almost effeminate.

In my personal relations with Trujillo I never had to suffer one of his
outbursts of temper; I tried always to keep our contacts on a businesslike
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level. In my frequent interviews with him he never used a biting word,
although sometimes when I was waiting in the anteroom of his office I
would hear him dressing down one of his subordinates: “Imbéciles, im-
béciles,” he would shout, “I’'m surrounded by imbéciles.”

Few people know, however, when Trujillo is really mad or just acting.
He possesses an enormous histrionic talent, which he does not waste. I
remember one particular occasion in which after scolding and humiliat-
ing in my presence his long-time favorite the present Ambassador to the
United States, Manuel de Moya, in the most degrading fashion, I caught
the Benefactor making gestures at the back of his departing bowing and
worried aide. Then he laughed as if nothing had happened and sat down
to business with me in a jovial manner. (De Moya forgave Trujillo but
not me. That day I earned a powerful enemy inside the inner circle.)

This talent allows Trujillo, when occasion warrants it, to assume a con-
trite look. His face can look very sad to a widow whose husband has
just been murdered on his orders.

2- RAFABL 1. TRUJILLO 1S AN ENERGETIC MAN WHO HAS
gone places all his life because he toils while his competitors and foes rest.
The Generalissimo marches on as the dean of all living dictators. Asked
once why it so happened, Trujillo snapped: “Because I work at my job.”

Trujillo’s working day is a grueling routine. It is not unusual for him to
spend nine or ten hours a day at his desk, working longer and harder than
any of his subordinates. He is an early riser, and sleepy cabinet members
are often aroused at four in the morning to be asked by the Benefactor
about matters concerning their departments. On one occasion a Secretary
of Agriculture was called from bed about a missing mule.

A normal working day begins with appropriate pomp a few minutes be-
fore seven on the morning when Trujillo is in the capital. The palace guards
stiffen at attention and bugles sound when a black limousine glides through
the main gate. A few seconds later the Generalissimo steps out and goes
up in a private elevator to his offices in the eastern wing of the enormous
building. Contrary to what many people believe, the Benefactor does not
live in the four-million-dollar Palace he built in 1947; his offices are
there. In the Palace’s gilded salons he conducts state business, receives
ambassadors and delegations and entertains foreign dignitaries.

As an important part of his early morning routine he sees the group of
civilian aides working at the Palace, led by the Secretary of the Presidency,
who at present is his nephew Luis Ruiz Trujillo. To them he gives in-
structions for official decrees, directives and appointments, which once
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prepared are taken to the opposite wing of the Palace for brother Héctor’s
signature. Then he receives his military and secret police aides and finally
hears complaints against high-handed unauthorized treatment by local Gov-
ernment officials in the interior as well as appeals for personal help. Next,
his business manager Tirso Rivera comes into Trujillo’s office with re-
ports about the vast ramifications of the zrujillista business empire, with
the exception of sugar, which is handled by “the Big One’s” financial
wizard, Dr. Jesiis Maria Troncoso.

Then he starts his reading chores. Since he does not like to look over
any document longer than one page, a small specialized staff digests the
voluminous reports pouring in daily from ministries, provincial governors,
police agencies, informers and the Partido Dominicano. All this sum-
marized correspondence provides a weathervane to indicate currents in
people’s feelings as well as the raw material for the slashing letters and
news stories planted in the newspapers to terrorize foes and friends.

To keep himself abreast of developments abroad the Generalissimo re-
lies on the secret service reports, which include monitored versions of news
agency dispatches, editorials or opinion columns of direct concern to the
Dominican Republic or of general interest.

Next come the audiences, which start at about 11 o’clock and take the
rest of the morning. Trujillo talks almost daily with each of his senior
aides (who are not necessarily cabinet officers) but no one visits him with-
out explicit invitation. Each aide is allowed a few minutes of “the Chief’s”
time, but hardly anyone is asked to sit down.

At 12 sharp the Benefactor takes his private elevator to the third
floor, where Iunch is served for him and a handful of his most trusted as-
sistants, including the President. While eating, Trujillo keeps on discussing
official business. Luncheon is followed by a half-hour walk and then Tru-
jillo goes home for his siesta.

Around 3:30 in the afternoon the Generalissimo is back at the National
Palace for another two or three hours of intense labor. Sometimes he does
his afternoon work at home, with the help of only one or two secretaries.
Though a professedly devout Catholic, “the Chief” has not missed a single
Sunday morning at his office during the past twelve years. However, Sun-
day afternoons he goes to the race track to see his own horses win.

When in town Trujillo performs a well-publicized piece of filial duty
every evening—at 6:30 he visits his mother’s home. “A warmly affectionate
son,” he is called by one of his official biographers.

Trujillo regards walking as the most healthful exercise. After visiting
his mother, he takes a two or three mile walk daily. These strolls are a
torture for some of his younger, less robust cronies forced to follow him at
a very fast pace along the sidewalks of George Washington Avenue, the
broad thoroughfare that borders the Caribbean Sea shoreline.
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It is on this Avenue that, four times a week, “the Chief” sits at the sea-
wall and holds evening court or what a friendly American reporter called
“impromptu cabinet meetings.” Nothing important, however, is ever de-
cided in these meetings, dedicated almost exclusively to small talk. The
newest piece of local gossip and the unprintable stories currently in vogue
are welcomed, but serious matters are seldom brought up, and then only if
Trujillo himself shows an interest.

“This is a moment of relaxation and the Chief must be amused, not over-
burdened with the dead weight of official business,” explained one of the
habitués. Yet, if the boss always derives fun, the amusement is seldom
shared by his subordinates attending these evening sessions. They are
usually the butt of practical jokes, not always in the best taste. Sometimes
a timely and sharply pointed joke or a particularly pugnacious comment
from a rival’s mouth has proved to be a high official’s undoing.

Foreign observers who have seen the Benefactor setting the pace for
his small army of aides often inquire about the methods used by Trujillo
when selecting these companions. I do not know of any special invitations
being issued, though when a man is not wanted he is told so in a very
blunt way by one of Trujillo’s bodyguards. High army officers are always
welcomed, as long as they keep their mouths closed and participate in
the general conversation only when asked a direct question.

In mid-week there is a change of routine. From Wednesday to Friday
“the Big One” retires to his estate at his home town of San Cristébal.
While in seclusion, the telephone is Trujillo’s most important channel for
communicating with subordinates. He talks several times a day with his
most important collaborators, but only a few hand-picked aides can visit
Las Caobas, the luxurious mahogany mansion built by Trujillo in the cen-
ter of his huge farm, Hacienda Fundacidn.

There, however, not all is rest, nor does “the Big One” retire to plough
fields, search the writings of the greatest philosophers or ponder the mis-
sion of man. Sometimes—though not with the frequency of bygone days—
retirement is a front for the celebration of brilliant, prolonged soirees.

Trujillo’s antics at Las Caobas have generated his widespread fame as a
hard drinking man. Yet, this much talked-about subject is one on which
even his official biographers have not reached an agreement. For instance,
Nanita says: “Despite his ability to withstand the intoxicating effects of al-
cohol, (Trujillo) is a light drinker.” Stanley Walker says: “He enjoys good
liquor in the company of friends, especially fine old Spanish brandy, and
he sips it with the aplomb of the true caballero.”

The truth is that the Benefactor used to be a real aficionado in his
youth and middle age. Lately, however, he barely touches the cup outside
Las Caobas and even there parties are no longer as gay and prolonged as
they used to be. At diplomatic and official receptions he slowly sips an oc-
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casional glass of champagne or a cup of Carlos Primero, the aged Spanish
brandy he strongly favors.

Let us not imply that Trujillo is reaching retirement. Nor may anyone
call him a saint—his escapades with the opposite sex (not always gen-
tlemanly or discreet) are still too numerous for that. He is still much the
same person whose charm has deceived many men and enthralled as many
women. As he lives in a Latin country, where manhood still is measured
by the number of females a man has been able to subdue, Trujillo’s prowess
with women commands a great deal of public attention. As Theodore
Draper pointed out, “One of the few liberties that his hangers-on take with
his private life is to joke boastfully about his exploits with women.”

Nanita describes Trujillo’s charm, in the fourth edition of his widely
circulated biography, in the following terms: “Women delight him. He is
unfailingly gallant, attentive and considerate toward them. He enjoys being
in their company. A pretty feminine face is for him the best introduction
card. Handsome and striking in bearing, it hardly need be added that his
enormous popularity with the fair sex stems from something other than
politics. When he makes his way through enthusiastic crowds, many a look
of admiration from feminine eyes and many sighs are sent his way for the
man he is, independently of his being a national hero.” (Italics added.)

The phrase “A pretty feminine face is for him the best introduction
card” was dropped from subsequent editions of Nanita’s book, now in its
tenth. The dropping followed the publication in the American press of
sly remarks of the kind to which the Benefactor is allergic.

Being too busy to court beautiful girls himself, Trujillo has special aides
charged with that chore. The years pass but the fires of passion are not
smothered in Trujillo’s heart, so even to this day many Dominicans, in-
cluding fathers and brothers, make their good fortunes over the virtue of
a beautiful and willing female relative or friend. Notwithstanding rumors
to the contrary, other men’s wives are not in demand, since Trujillo likes
to hold exclusive rights upon his women. His favorites and former girl
friends are all “marked women” and no man can get close to them without
risk. Women, moreover, are invariably one of the main sources of much
information as well as useful gossip for the Benefactor.

There are still other things about which Trujillo brags—his horseman-
ship and his capability to dance a good merengue, the Dominican national
dance. Moreover, during his stay at his country home he practices the only
two sports at which he is proficient: riding and shooting. The merengue
he dances well, and when he is at a party the orchestra always plays a good
many of them, especially those whose words describe his glories.

Unquestionably “the Big One” is a man without hobbies or cultural and
artistic interests. Looking for a justification of this, Nanita put it this way:
“He is free of fetishes and quirks. He likes animals but not exaggeratedly.
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Nor is he exaggeratedly fond of hunting and fishing; neither can he be
called a sports fan.” Then the biographer adds: “Unlike Franklin Delano
Roosevelt he is not a philatelist; nor does he collect coins as did the late
King Victor Emmanuel; nor lions and tigers as did Goering and Juan
Vicente Gémez of Venezuela. His sole hobby is horses, which he rides
masterfully.” Lately, indeed, “the Chief” does not miss a horse race or a
polo game.

“Although the Generalissimo for years has had several residences, or at
least homes which he could call his own, in various parts of the country,
his official residence is adjacent to the residence of the American Am-
bassador in Ciudad Trujillo,” wrote biographer Stanley Walker.

This latter place is called Estancia Rhadamés, after Trujillo’s youngest
legitimate son. A huge marble compound, one finds in it a curious jumble
of decorative styles: undistinguished Spanish oil paintings on the walls,
delicate French furniture and an almost absurd display of mahogany. Tru-
jillo is so obsessed with mahogany, which he considers the hallmark of
luxury, that he made Congress pass a law in September 1957 instituting
the flower of the mahogany tree as the “national symbol.”

Walker’s description of Trujillo’s residence is almost complete. “This
splendid estate is one of the finest in the whole Caribbean area. The man-
sion has rooms for receptions, study and entertainment. There is a dentist’s
office, 2 motion picture theater, lounges, a beauty parlor, a barber shop,
sewing rooms, a swimming pool, a gymnasium, an ice-skating rink built
especially for young Rhadamés, and several bars. The parlors, dining halls
and living quarters are splendid. There are also quarters for the military
guard.” Walker missed the nine-foot wall that surrounds the estate.

3- AS WITH OTHER DICTATORS, RAFAEL L. TRUJILLO, HAVING
surmounted powerful disadvantages, has fallen under a humorless con-
straint to prove himself a superior being. Trujillo regards himself an in-
strument of God, a chosen man with a great mission to perform. He longs
for people to fawn upon him and call him the greatest humanitarian ever.
He derives immense pleasure when his hired or conscripted apologists write
lengthy accounts of his achievements as protector of the needy, as forgiver
of his foes and as the open-hearted, benevolent father of his people. Spir-
itual values, however, have no genuine appeal for Trujillo. Nevertheless,
for publicity purposes he will carry to any length his efforts to give an
overlay of humanitarianism to actions inspired by the most selfish impulses
of his insatiable egotism,

The following incident will serve as illustration. On January 1, 1950, I
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was called to appear before Trujillo, who explained to me that he was
considering the possibility of releasing my brother Horacio, condemned
a few months earlier to thirty years in prison for participation in the abor-
tive revolutionary invasion of Luperon. Generously enough, the Benefac-
tor advised me that my brother’s health had been impaired as result of
prison life and showed a concern lest grave complications would be forth-
coming. He suggested that a trip to the exclusive mountain resort of Con-
stanza would do a lot of good.

Ten days later Horacio was released, and even though the Benefactor’s
reports on his health had proved exaggerated, he was sent for a rest cure
to Constanza. In the glow of seeing my brother free I sent a warm letter
of gratitude to the Benefactor, written in the only language Dominicans are
allowed to address themselves to him.!

Without seeking a belated justification for my action, I may say that at
the time I was not assailed by any uncomfortable suspicion that what was
going on was just another of Trujillo’s “humanitarian” plays. I thought that
“the Chief” was beginning to feel normal pangs of conscience. Prior to
that moment, ever since my brother’s capture in the wake of the unfor-
tunate landing he had led, Trujillo had been adroitly exploiting the cir-
cumstance that two brothers were so prominently placed on opposite
sides of the fence. Since all through the revolutionary attempt—which
lasted only one day—and thereafter, I had been allowed to stay at my
job as editor-in-chief of El Caribe, the trujillista propaganda machine
found itself with an excellent melody to play in support of their conten-
tion that “the Big One” was an understanding, open-minded, good-hearted,
democratic leader. To say the least, they were cannily using my brother
and me to bolster Trujillo’s forlorn prestige before international public
opinion. Though the obvious maneuver could hardly escape my attention,
there was not much I could do. Fearful of further endangering Horacio’s
personal security, I did not take refuge in a foreign embassy (a recourse
not yet closed to Dominicans) as advised by trusted friends.

But when I was advised of Horacio’s freedom, I did not know that the
curtain had not been drawn over the sordid play. My first contact with
the hard face of truth did not take place until a few days later, upon re-
ceiving word that my brother was on his way back from Constanza, and
that he would stay at my home. Then I learned that he was scheduled to
appear as a witness before a fact-finding group of the Organization of
American States, then conducting a sweeping investigation of the troubled
Caribbean political situation.

Had I needed any further proof of the motives behind the Benefactor’s
sudden concern for my brother’s health, I would have found it at a forth-

1Lately my letter to Trujillo has been widely circulated by Dominican press agents
to show my ungratefulness and my former unreserved admiration for the Benefactor.
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coming reception held at the Jaragua hotel. To convey the news of his lat-
est act of “generosity” to his distinguished guests, Trujillo played another
mean trick. While talking with a group of the visiting diplomats he sent
for me. After introducing me to the ambassadors, “the Chief” asked me
a few irrelevant questions and then, in a matter of fact tome, inquired
about my brother’s health. “How was his trip down from Constanza?” was
his next question. Expertly prompted by him I was forced to tell the full
story of his humanitarian gesture, for the benefit of the foreign ambassa-
dors.

There are brighter sides to Trujillo’s touching concern for the health
and welfare of his friends and foes. He stakes a claim as a man of wide
cultural interests as well as protector of arts and sciences, and for his efforts
in favor of the full enlightenment of his fellow citizens there have been be-
stowed on him such titles as “First Teacher of the Dominican Republic,”
“First Journalist,” etc. The University of Santo Domingo made him a
“doctor honoris causa” in all its disciplines, a gesture that found its coun-
terpart in another such honorary degree awarded to the Benefactor by
the University of Pittsburgh.

Notwithstanding his array of titles and degrees, it is the truth that Tru-
jillo not only lacks formal education, but has not made any effort to ac-
quire any culture by himself, except the formal social manners which per-
mit him to carry on a conversation and impress casual guests at social
functions.

Trujillo’s detractors claim that he has never read a book in his life. In
rebuttal one of his apologists cites the titles of two books “the Chief” has
not only read, but keeps on top of his desk. Nanita asserts that “of the fine
arts he prefers music and poetry, although he has not delved deeply into
either.” The official biographer further claims that Trujillo once wrote a
sonnet.

From what I personally know, the Benefactor’s reading habits are not
very discriminating. He does not read much and when he does, he rarely
shows good judgment. He is an avid reader of pulp magazines and ac-
cording to Hy Gardner, columnist of the New York Herald Tribune, the
Benefactor is one of the distinguished foreign subscribers to Confidential
magazine.

As a “doctor honoris causa” and also as a duly appointed professor of
economics at the University Law School, the Benefactor can extend, and
usually does, his authority into any area of professional conduct. Through
his reading of magazines of the kind that carry patent medicine advertise-
ments, Trujillo has acquired such a high medical culture that in the sum-
mer of 1956 he felt himself ready to offer his advice to Dominican phy-
sicians. He printed an advertisement in El Caribe’s issue of July 8, 1956,
arrogating for himself the right to be called in consultation by Dominican
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doctors whenever they were faced by a particularly difficult case. This re-
markable advertisement suggested that doctors write him, care of the
Medical Department, National Palace, any time they wanted the help of
his medical knowledge.

The reception given by the medical class to the offer has not been re-
corded, but a few days later El Caribe printed a letter to the Benefactor,
signed by one Doctor José G. Sob4, thanking him for his “lofty disposition”
to assist the Dominican physicians. Sob4 pointed out the enormous bene-
fits the doctors might derive from Trujillo’s advice, since the latter had
at his disposal the means of acquiring information that were beyond the
physicians’ reach. Soon thereafter Soba was appointed Secretary of Public
Health. On October 18, 1956, El Caribe printed another advertisement
stating that as result of a consultation held with the Benefactor a dying
patient had recovered his health.

This was not a joke. To be sure, the Generalissimo is a man with a sense
of humor, but of quite another sort. Two examples will suffice to show
Trujillo’s humor at its best. In 1952 Trujillo spread the rumor inside the
country that he would soon start training a military unit to be sent to
Korea to fight side by side with the United States forces. True enough, the
drafting of its members started shortly thereafter. Helped by the stringent
provisions of the Conscription Act, the Benefactor ordered the military
authorities to recruit 400 men, but only among those classified as “sub-
versives” by the secret police. “Since they love democracy so much, I'll
give them an opportunity to die for it,” said the Benefactor.

Within a few weeks men from all walks of life as well as all ages were
drilling at the naval base across the Ozama river opposite downtown Ciudad
Trujillo. Only the beginning of the peace talks at Panmunjon kept these
people from giving their lives on foreign soil for the democracy they do
not have at home.

In April 1956 the distinguished socialist Norman Thomas, who had ex-
pressed some barbed criticism of Trujillo’s methods of terror, received a
telegram inviting him to visit the Dominican Republic, where he would be
given an “apotheosis as welcome.” Supposedly sent by the Partido Social-
ista Popular (communist), the telegram carried the alleged signatures of
four well-known Dominicans who were at the time serving jail terms on
Trujillo’s orders, including my own father. None of the signers had ever
been a sympathizer of the communist movement.

“Beware of the small things with Trujillo. They cause the biggest out-
bursts and the worst crises,” explained to me a man who had worked close
to “the Big One” long enough to know that much. As a journalist I had sev-
eral opportunities to prove the wisdom of my friend’s advice. During my
early days of reporting, one of my jobs was to write the social column of
the daily La Nacién, then owned by Trujillo personally. The Benefactor
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himself made that reporting job one of the most taxing I have ever per-
formed. He was the severest censor of the requirements for a person to
appear in the social column and censorship even affected members of his
own family. There were no definite criteria to keep a person out other than
Trujillo’s caprices, so I never knew what to do. Consequently, hardly a day
went by without receiving a summons to the publisher’s office who,
patiently enough, would explain to me the nature of the latest complaints
from, as he used to call it, the “heights.” The most frequent one was about
the appearance in my column, not the name of an enemy of the regime (I
was not that stupid), but the name of a relative of a relative of some ob-
scure exile. I finally quit the job.

Before giving up, however, I remember a furious call personally made by
the First Lady on me instead of my publisher, objecting to the insertion
of the name of a socially prominent person. To my dismay I found out
later that by doing this I had reopened in the kind lady’s heart an old
wound caused by a still remembered social slight received years before.

On another occasion I was fired and rehired within two hours. The
trouble began with the publication of a front-page story reporting the ar-
rival in the country of the late poet Osvaldo Bazil, one of Trujillo’s earlier
collaborators and most consistent drinking companions. He rated a front-
page story, but what no one seemed to know at La Nacidn was that Bazil,
who had been serving as Trujillo’s Ambassador to Brazil, was returning in
total disgrace. The Benefactor had sacked him upon receiving word that
his friend, while drinking, had exposed himself in his underwear at a Rio
de Janeiro hotel.

As I would normally be in charge of covering such a story, Trujillo
thought I was guilty of the misdemeanor and ordered my publisher to
fire me. Naturally, upon notification of the drastic measure I wanted to
know what it was all about. Convinced of my innocence, since someone
else had written the story, the publisher called the Palace to explain and
Trujillo condescended to reinstate me.

These were my first, but not last, contacts with this aspect of Trujillo’s
personality. Years later as editor and then publisher of El Caribe my ex-
periences along these lines were bound to multiply. In the latter period I
became accustomed to hear Trujillo complain about things ranging from
the use of an objectionable photograph of himself (he hates to be shown
smiling) to the failure to run the cut of Trujillo’s late father on the front
page. Once I spent a full morning with the peerless leader scanning the
collection of His Excellency’s pictures then in El Caribe’s morgue. After a
thorough look at each one, Trujillc himself red-penciled those he wanted
to be discarded.

This shows how difficult it is to work under the Benefactor’s supervision,
especially since for him practically everything depends on personal whims.
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4- ONE OF THE UNSETTLED MYSTERIES IN RAFAEL L.
Trujillo’s life is whether he is courageous. No one can produce facts to sup-
port the contentions that he is a gallant knight or a coward.

Twice he has received medals awarded by Congress to honor his sup-
posed bravery. However, none of the acts cited in the whereases of the
“heroic laws,” borrowing a phrase from de Galindez, can be properly cov-
ered by a comprehensive definition of courage. Furthermore, outside of a
few skirmishes against so-called bandits during the American military oc-
cupation, there is no record that the Generalissimo has ever been under
fire. On the other hand, the recalcitrant enemies who describe the Bene-
factor as a physical coward have not been able to produce any evidence
in support of this charge.

The Generalissimo no doubt is a man who takes good care of his per-
sonal security. But this might be because he wants to live longer and bet-
ter than any other man. Many acts which are interpreted as betraying
cowardice are mormal precautions which no Chief of State would shun.
Whenever necessary, Trujillo confronts peril with resolution. Although
avowedly wary of airplanes (he does not allow his Air Force General son,
Rafael, Jr., to fly), he has traveled by air several times. Of course, he
prefers his yachts of which there are two always ready to sail.

Trujillo is one of the most closely guarded rulers in the world. Estancia
Rhadamés is surrounded by a nine-foot wall and guarded day and night
by hand-picked sharpshooters of the Presidential Guard. As an extra
measure of security the residence was built next door to the American
Embassy. Its other neighbors are carefully screened by the secret police;
those who do not satisfy these exigent watch-dogs are invited to move.

Also guarded by high walls and scores of sentries and secret service men
is the National Palace. Within its walls are quartered the seasoned vet-
erans of the Presidential Guard, whose loyalty is constantly checked.

Before entering the Palace enclosure, visitors must check with security
officers inside the building. Only after a careful investigation of the pur-
pose of the visit are they allowed to pass the gates. Once inside they are
kept within sight of guards and plain-clothes agents of the secret police.
Even high officials working at the Palace need a special entrance card.

American journalists who have seen Trujillo during his daily stroll or at
work in his Palace office, his back to an open door one hundred feet
from the street, have gathered the impression that the Benfactor is 2 man
who does not take much care of his personal security. They wonder why
no one has tried such a seemingly easy thing as taking a pot shot at him.
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Others, however, have had an opportunity to see better, for instance, the
New York Herald Tribune reporter who interviewed “the Chief” in Sep-
tember 1957. “Five persons were present during the interview in the large,
mahogany paneled, blue-walled reception room adjacent to the General-
issimo’s private office in the National Palace—the Generalissimo, Manuel
de Moya, Dominican Ambassador to the United States, an interpreter, this
reporter, and an armed soldier who remained unobtrusively in the door-
way.” Anyone who late in the afternoon happens to follow the planned
itinerary for Trujillo’s evening strolls could hardly miss seeing a police van
discharging policemen armed with sub-machine guns. The men are dis-
creetly placed, ten to fifteen paces apart, inside front yards, behind
bushes, on the cliffs and other carefully selected points along the route.
Two officers always precede Trujillo and his entourage, advising people on
the boulevard to move along. Sometimes, though not as a rule, traffic is
detoured. When Dominicans see discreetly placed sentries and convoys of
police around any public place or residence, they know that “the Big
One” is in the neighborhood.

But if Trujillo has been denied opportunity to show courage under fire,
in the field of verbal battles he has fought with distinction. He enjoys ex-
changing blows and he never hits above the belt. His punch is directed
where it hurts—the reputation, character and private lives of his oppo-
nents. He has become so accustomed to this kind of warfare that, as one
of his collaborators said, “He is like a fighting cock. When he does not
have an adversary he gets restless and sometimes pecks at his own shadow.”

However, he will not fight if there is not a good omen. This he once
admitted to one of his biographers. “There is luck in life, of course,” Tru-
jillo said. “Chance plays its part. Destiny has its effect. But for me these
things don’t matter. I believe in them, but I'm not affected by them.”

However, it is said that his well-known fear of hurricanes comes from
the prophecy of a witch who told him that as he came into power with
a hurricane (the one that struck the capital city seventeen days after his
first inauguration), he would go out with another one. The strange thing
is that since 1930 not one has struck the country. But at the slightest warn-
ing of a big blow my office at El Caribe used to be deluged by frantic
phone calls from the Palace.

Ostensibly Trujillo is now a practicing Catholic. In 1954 he traveled
to Rome to sign a Concordat with the Pope, and Catholicism is the official
religion of the Dominican Republic. The Vatican representative and the
Church hierarchy are his best propagandists, and a Dominican priest,
Fray Zenon Castillo, has compared him with Charlemagne and has ad-
vanced the opinion that the Generalissimo should be officially appointed
“Benefactor of the Church.”

Presumably, Trujillo joined the Church actively because his third wife,
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whom he had wed in a civil ceremony, wanted to sanctify their union.
Twice divorced, Trujillo, whose first marriage was in the Church, was not
a likely candidate for a Catholic wedding. Yet somehow he won the neces-
sary indulgences and the rites were performed by the Papal Nuncio on the
First Lady’s birthday, August 9, 1955.



CEcECcE

THE PRACTICAL
POLITICIAN

l- TRUJILLO’S BASIC MOTIVATIONS REST UPON THE CRUDEST
sort of self-interest, concealed now by one, now by another, mask of high-
sounding words. It is almost a hopeless task to seek out any political prin-
ciple to which the Generalissimo has adhered consistently.

Trujillo’s lack of a social philosophy or a definite political creed has
never hampered his successful bid for absolute power. Everything he does
is done with one purpose in mind: to retain absolute power. In his unwaver-
ing determination to do so, he has not hesitated at any betrayal of earlier
friends or alleged convictions, nor shrunk from any alliances in order to
gain his ends. His is pragmatism in its basest form. Thus he has been
at one time or another either a friend of the Nazis or an apologist for the
Soviet Union and then a few years later a champion of the Church and a
valiant knight fighting almost single-handed the Red Dragon.

Whatever his inner beliefs, Trijullo always assimilated without much
effort what is good for him even if it means a reversal of previous atti-
tudes or a synthesis of discordant theories.

There is not a shred of evidence (except in matters of anti-Communism)
that Trujillo has contributed anything constructive to the contemporary
philosophy of Government. His remarkable material accomplishments as
well as his astonishing shortcomings puzzle many observers of the Latin
American scene. Here they have a man who eludes classification, either
as a modern totalitarian dictator or as a classical Latin caudillo. But, any-
way, the fervor of his followers—among whom are a few sincere believers
~—the fury of his enemies, along with his own frenetic energy, assure Tru-
jillo a place as a living legend.
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His supporters and paid apologists picture Trujillo as a genius if not a
demigod. (The most popular zrujillista slogan has been for years “God and
Trujillo.”) He is the avowed enemy of Communism, the defender of the
faith, the creator of the New Fatherland, the benefactor and paternal
leader of a whole nation.

Still to a few others, including a highly influential group of American
legislators, high diplomatic and defense officials, Trujillo is a strong polit-
ical and military ally of the United States and an uncompromising foe of
the Soviet Union, whose many faults must be forgiven just for that reason.
These torch-carriers for the Benefactor quote him as saying that he
would throw Dominican sugar into the sea rather than sell it to the Reds
as Cuba has been doing lately. A remark prompted perhaps by the fact
that the Soviet Union had never approached “the Chief” with a good prop-
osition.

After visiting the Dominican Republic, Theodore Draper wrote that Tru-
jillo is by no means clearly classified. “He disgusts some people, fascinates
others, and can disgust and fascinate simultaneously.”

Certainly there is no possible neutrality with respect to Trujillo—either
you are for him or against him. He, himself, recognizes only allies or en-
emies and eliminates neutrals whenever possible.

I knew Trujillo for several years and worked close beside him. I know
that any honest attempt to be objective about this man, who almost defies
objectivity, is likely to be unsuccessful. Yet I recognize that he is a prac-
tical psychologist with the instincts of a pirate—a tough, intelligent and
canny character, from whom it is folly to expect either scruples or mercy.

Trujillo’s absolutism has many points of contact with modern totali-
tarian dictatorships. Yet it lacks a significant feature common to all one-
party states: an ideology. Most dictators want power in order to carry
out some idea which may or may not be essentially an expression of their
egos, but Trujillo has not developed a coherent doctrine of his own.

The Generalissimo is not a systematic thinker, nor has he tried to build
a comprehensive order of political philosophy in which his rule could find
a theoretical basis, in the manner of Juan Perdn’s justicialismo or Colom-
bia’s former dictator Gustavo Rojas Pinilla’s “third force.”

Nowhere can even a speech be found in which Trujillo sets forth ideas
that might be evolved into a theory of government. His famous primer
Cartilla Civica, which is required reading in Dominican schools, is a hodge-
podge of platitudes coupled with a few banal pieces of advice on how to
apprehend revolutionists attempting to overthrow the regime.

Nor are there any original political ideas in Trujillo’s widely distrib-
uted speech “Evolution of Democracy in Santo Domingo,” which is always
handed to foreign visitors (including Vice President Richard Nixon) as a
summing-up of the Dictator’s wisdom. The picture Trujillo paints in this
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tract is simple enough: he has done a lot of good for the country. He
keeps order and has eliminated the Dominican deep-rooted practice of re-
volt by following through the policy of disarmament of the population set
forth by the U.S. Marines. He paid the country’s external debt, setting
what the United States State Department called “an example worthy of
emulation,” and through a policy of “honesty and efficiency” he has im-
proved sanitation and carried on a vast program of public works and eco-
nomic development. Above all, he is a friend of the United States. “Side
by side with the United States we entered the armed conflict in view of
the treacherous Pearl Harbor attack.” (It must be noted that not a single
Dominican soldier ever fired a shot in World War II.)

The importance of the fight against Communism scarcely needs em-
phasis, and Trujillo’s innate political intuition indicated to him from the
outset that here was an issue to grab. Thus, when self-preservation and So-
viet treachery forced the Western World into the “cold war,” the General-
issimo came forward to offer substantial verbal assistance. Without qualms
Trujillo dropped his former Communist allies with whom he had made
common cause at the end of World War II in an effort to bolster his dic-
tatorship then tottering under the democratic winds sweeping away Latin
American dictators.

Again and again Trujillo has demonstrated his complete lack of in-
terest in any positive theory of government. He has already given the
Dominican Republic three constitutions, but save for a few provisions in-
serted in them to adjust the nation’s legal structure to his passing whims,
they have followed the democratic lines of practically all Latin American
constitutions, based upon American and French liberal traditions. This
does not mean that the Benefactor adheres to the letter or spirit of these
instruments. Except for attaching his name to the brand-new Magna
Chartas, Trujillo has never paid any heed to their provisions. For years
he has ruled the country without bothering to be elected its President. He
governs while nominally holding the rank of Generalissimo of the Armed
Forces. Although a big array of honorary titles imbedded in the Consti-
tution, such as “Benefactor of the Fatherland” and “Father of the New
Fatherland,” gives him the official status of an elder statesman, there is
not a single constitutional provision authorizing the existing dual system
under which Trujillo rules and the President is a figurehead in charge of
receiving foreign ambassadors and rubber stamping executive orders.

To Trujillo politics is not a system—it is a great and contradictory
panorama providing an outlet for his acute megalomania, his lust for
power, his demagogic talents as well as his sharp ability for maneuver. At
its best, Trujillo’s is totalitarianism at the service of the absolute and un-
trammeled personal will of one man. Notwithstanding broadly different
opinions on “the Chief’s” work and personality, he still must be regarded as
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an example, though outstanding, of the classical unprincipled, ruthless
Latin American dictator. “As a blend of the Emperor Jones and the Euro-
pean authoritarians,” pointed out Time, “Dictator Trujillo and his ilk
always seem bizarre to North Americans. But the southern dictators must
be understood if Latin America is to be understood by the big neighbor in
the North.”

The following reasons were the best the newspaper La Nacién could
find to explain why Trujillo should stay in power:

1. His work must be protected from sacrilegious hands which might
sully or destroy it.

2. He guarantees respect for Dominican sovereignty.

3. He is forging a spirit of true nationality.

4. He has put a stop to outrages, restored the principle of territoriality,
and cleansed Dominicans of their old sins.

S. His genius for statesmanship is essential to the part the country must
play in the new world order.

6. He will make the Dominican Republic the key of the new Amer-
icanism in which all the peoples of the New World will cooperate.

“Let the mad dogs bark,” the newspaper wound up saying. “His enemies
lack the stature to challenge him. While they talk, he works. While they
try to destroy, he builds. While they discredit and like to satisfy petty pas-
sions, he preaches harmony, imposes order, pays tribute to justice, furthers
peace, and fosters work.”

All clues for the existence and performance of the regime must be
sought in the character and personality of Trujillo himself—in his serious,
elusive capacity to reconcile the most flagrant contradictions and to ration-
alize the grossest inconsistencies. Only by taking into account Trujillo’s
preoccupation with what is good for Trujillo may we find the key to many
of the seemingly contradictory policies of the regime.

Trujillo has always shown a lightning-like perception of the needs of each
passing moment. His extraordinary flair for the main chance, for the win-
ning side of any controversy is illustrated by the remarkable changes that
have taken place in his political attitndes. He incessantly preaches inter-
national peace at any price, but has seldom hesitated to saber-rattle with-
out embarrassment in matters of his own interest, as he did in De-
cember 1949 when he forced Congress to pass a law authorizing him to
declare war against any nation harboring enemies of his regime.

Trujillo’s complete lack of political inhibitions explains as well his
baffling turnabouts, timed to keep him on the winner’s band wagon in the
field of international politics. Right after Pearl Harbor he was one of the
first Latin American rulers to take his country into the war on the United
Nations side, despite his former well-known Nazi sympathies.

The Benefactor has boldly taken the place of self-appointed leader of the
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“anti-Communist crusade,” and the Dominican press never misses an op-
portunity to remind its readers that “the Chief” is a “champion of the
Church, defender of Christian traditions and crusader against Commu-
nism.” High-ranking American guests are always told by Trujillo: “If I do
not rule the Dominican Republic, the Communists will.” He has conven-
iently forgotten, of course, the occasion when he declared that the Soviet
Union “will be forever recognized as one of the great forces for welfare
and progress on which the democratic world can count.”

Today, in speeches and other public utterances Trujillo shamelessly pro-
claims his right to the title of “First Anti-Communist of the World.” In
support of this contention, the Benefactor asserts that “this humble coun-
try of the Caribbean (the Dominican Republic) anticipated the bewilder-
ing, world-shaking events of today and initiated the great battle that will
decide the fate of western civilization.”

Since the day he jumped on the anti-Communist band wagon, Trujillo
has been discovering Red plots everywhere. Since he outlawed the Com-~
munist party he himself had allowed to operate in the country, his propa-
ganda presents him as a gallant knight fighting single-handed the Red
dragon. “Communism found us alone,” Trujillo also asserted in his “demo-
cratic” speech, “but indeed not lacking in courage and strength to thwart
its designs and ward off its influence in the Caribbean.”

The Benefactor argues that his great anti-Communist feats were ac-
complished without even “moral succor from an unbiased press.” It seems
that everybody else was bent on helping the Reds and “American news-
papers either held off in a frigid, baffling silence favorable to the Commu-
nist scheme, or, to go along with the plotting governments, plunged into
a foul campaign to discredit our country and its leaders.”

Whether Trujillo believes his own scare stories is not important. What
is frightening is the number of gullible ears in which they have been sown.
Trujillo has evolved anti-Communism into a flourishing political business.

Moreover, whatever the sincerity of his present vocal support of the
struggle against Soviet imperialism, Trujillo has managed to instill into the
important issue a dangerous element of confusion, particularly with re-
spect to the identity of the actual communist leaders in Latin America as
well as in the United States. There can be no doubt of the presence of
Communists within Dominican opposition groups as well as in many other
political organizations—both in Latin America and the United States—
but Trujillo’s habit of branding as a “communist agent” even his mildest
journalistic critic and of forging alleged evidence of communist links on
the part of his opponents hinders the work of those bona-fide agencies en-
gaged in the all-important task of uprooting genuine Red conspirators.?

1A pqrsonal incident illustrates this aspect of Trujillo’s methods. Shortly after my
break with the Dominican regime I was confronted by the United States Immigration
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However, Trujillo no longer fools as many people as he used to with
his far-fetched anti-Red arguments. Recently, the Benefactor pompously
announced the uncovering, presumedly by his all-seeing spy system, of a
“Caribbean Comintern,” with headquarters at the Soviet Embassy in
Mexico City and branch offices in New York City, Puerto Rico and Miami.
Thereupon the Miami Herald took him to task and, without denying the
existence of a Communist conspiracy, challenged “the Big One” to sub-
stantiate his charges. “We have had a lot of dead cats thrown at us from
time to time as we grew in size and international prestige,” said the
Herald. “This is the first time that we have heard it said that Red Russia
is doing business here on an organized scale in an established office.” The
charges remain unsubstantiated.

Asked to comment, Governor Luis Mufioz Marin, of Puerto Rico,
brushed aside Trujillo’s diatribes with disdain. Said he: “This is one more
expression of the well-known tactic of dictators to try to represent them-
selves as great enemies of Communism.”

Sometimes his own red herrings entice the Benefactor to odd positions.
While, on one hand, he denies for foreign consumption the existence of
Reds in his well-policed “anti-Communist Caribbean bulwark,” on the
other hand, he charges with “communism™ all local opposition. When both
assertions are made on the same day, they provide queer reading in the
Dominican press. This happened when EI Caribe reprinted on its front
page an assertion made by Trujillo to the Kansas City Star that he had
destroyed all vestiges of communism in the Dominican Republic. On an
inside page the newspaper printed charges of communism leveled against a
group of Dominicans living within the country.

However, despite Trujillo’s press-agented hatred of ‘“communism,”
there is an impressive parallelism of institutional features in his system
of repression and in the Soviet Union. True, the totalitarianism of the
Soviet Union differs from Trujillo’s in doctrinal content—a thing com-
pletely lacking in the latter—but in their ground-level operations there is
real similarity between both tyrannies. The fundamental resemblance re-
veals itself in many ways, even in their having some common enemies, as
the persecution of the Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Soviet Union and in the
Dominican Republic shows. During the summer months of 1957 the Do-
minican press printed a string of accusations by high Government offi-
Service with photostat copies of membership cards, allegedly issued to my brother
Horacio Ornes and myself by the Dominican Partido Socialista Popular (communist)
on November 8, 1944. Under oath I charged the Trujillo regime with forging the
evidence and pointed out the fact that the PSP did not come into existence until 1946,
that is to say, two years after the issuing of the cards. I was faced with the same
charge at the American Consulate in Havana, where I have gone to apply for a visa to
enter the United States as a permanent resident. The fact that I was granted such a

visa shows that the proof of Trujillo’s forgery was established to the satisfaction of
the American authorities.
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cials charging the Jehovah’s Witnesses with “seditious and pernicious”
activities. The chain reaction was set off the day a Jesuit priest named
Mariano Vasquez Sanz denounced the sect over the Trujillo-owned radio
network, La Voz Dominicana, as servants of Communism and labeled its
adherents as “a perverse, astute, criminal, traitorous enemy.” Thereupon
a pastoral letter signed by Archbishops Ricardo Pittini and Octavio An-
tonio Beras invited the priesthood to protect their parishioners from this
“terrible heresy.” The Witnesses were called in the press “Moscow’s wit-
nesses” and tools of international Communism.

At the end of July Congress passed a law banning the sect and the fol-
lowing month brought a storm of arrests, beatings and police brutality
upon its members. As reported by Time, in the town of Salcedo 100 mem-
bers were penned up in an army post. Elsewhere two missionaries were
hauled into a cell, handed whips and ordered to lash each other. When
they refused, each one got 21 lashes. One Witness “was beaten in the
face until his eyes were nearly shut” and a boy was left “unconscious with
blood coming from his ears and nose.” It was found out later that his ear-
drums were broken. Ten American Jehovah’s Witnesses preachers were
thrown out of the country, on orders from the Secretary of Security, Major
General Arturo Espaillat. True to Dominican custom, the wave of terror
was followed by a flurry of letters of recantation, whereby members of the
sect renounced their faith and denounced their former associates.

Almost simultaneously a similar persecution was being conducted within
the Soviet Union. On September 4, 1957, the New York Herald Tribune
printed an Associated Press dispatch, under a Moscow dateline, reporting
that the Soviet newspaper Kazakhstan Pravda had charged ‘“American
imperialists” with organizing groups of Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Central
Asian Russian Republic of Kazakhstan. In a full-page article the Soviet
organ asserted that publications from Brooklyn were being sent to Soviet
citizens to “lure” them into joining with promises “of salvation after
death.” The tune was the same, but the devil’s horns were painted a
different color.

Examples of striking similarities between the two regimes could be mul-
tiplied. Trujillo, like Stalin and his heirs, claims to run a ‘“democratic”
state and, as in many countries behind the Iron Curtain, the majesty of
the law has been invoked in the Dominican Republic to defend the purity
of youth against the assaults of “rock’n’roll.”

These things do not seem to embarrass Trujillo whatsoever. With
shrewd insight into the devious paths of practical politics, the Benefactor
goes on performing elusive maneuvers, surprising trades, deals and alli-
ances. When trouble looms ahead he shows caution, but when success
beckons he becomes bold. Though presently he prefers the smear to the
smash, he still employs physical terror to keep enemies in line. He has al-
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ways been able to surprise and frustrate the timorous and divided forces
of his opponents.

Trujillo makes the most fantastic about-faces. He once allowed Hitler
to operate in the Dominican coasts an around-the-clock refueling station
for German submarines and proudly displayed on his chest Fascist and
Nazi decorations, but he was also one of the first to proclaim adherence to
the Charter of the United Nations.

Although the Benefactor operates a police-state of his own, people the
world over are accustomed to hear about his theatrical gestures in favor of
oppressed minorities. Quite recently he offered haven in the Dominican
Republic to 20,000 Hungarian “freedom fighters” as well as 5,000 Jewish
refugees from Egypt. This strange situation prompted the New York Post
to comment that “when political opponents are forced to flee Trujillo’s
domain to protect their lives, it is small solace to be told that Trujillo is
helping some victims of another oppression.”

Faced with so many contradictory actions, there is hardly a Dominican
who would pay any attention to “the Chief’s” public statements. They
have become increasingly wary of anything sounding like propaganda.
Wittingly or unwittingly, Trujillo has gradually brought to the surface one
of the most dangerous and destructive impulses of the collective soul. A
seemingly profound cynicism characterizes the Dominican people’s atti-
tude toward public affairs. They do not care for formal expressions of
political creeds and always expect a great cleavage to develop between the
spoken words and the actions of their leaders. Clearly, Trujillo profits by
this situation since it tends by popular apathy to maintain the status quo.

Distrust pervades public life in the Dominican Republic. Ever since he
succeeded in grabbing all power for himself, Trujillo has been apprehensive
that somewhere in his political woodpile there is a latter-day Rafael ready
to do to him what he once did to his former protector and friend, General
Horacio Vasquez. The Benefactor cannot escape the obsession that the
same fate dogs his own footsteps and for that reason he never relaxes in
his frantic efforts to entrench himself.

“No hay enemigo pequefio” (no enemy is small) emphatically stated
Trujillo in my presence on several occasions. This belief largely accounts
for his peculiar manner of fighting even those enemies who after giving up
the unequal battle on the home soil join the hosts of exiles. They are
usually deprived of their legitimate civil rights; their property is confiscated
and their relatives left behind in the country are held in prison or main-
tained under constant police surveillance.

Trujillo’s sheer distrust of fellow human beings is so deeply entrenched,
that he does not confide even in his closest associates. “Trujillo has no
advisers,” writes Abelardo Nanita in an admiring vein. Then he adds:
“He is more impenetrable than a Chinese wall.” Nanita also reveals that
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although various subordinates can be informed at the same time of a plan
conceived by the Generalissimo “each one knows only the part assigned to
him, the rest remaining in ignorance.”

According to Nanita, a man who has been close to Trujillo most of the
last 27 years, it is “the Chief’s” innate suspicion that will always save him
from the political error that has ruined other Latin American rulers: “that
the President himself supplied the arms and provided the prestige to the
one who overthrew him.”

Trujillo’s gift for snatching victory from seeming debacle was clearly
demonstrated in 1937. Then the jury of international public opinion found
him guilty as charged of ordering and directing the massacre of more than
15,000 Haitians living in the Dominican Republic. Confronted with the
grim evidence of his crime and caught beneath the crushing weight of in-
ternational disapproval, the arrogant Generalissimo was all humbleness
and humility. There was nothing left for the powerful Benefactor to do
but retreat and without much further proof he agreed both to pay an in-
demnity to the Haitian Government and to step out of the Presidency at
the end of his term in 1938. With the latter provision he complied only
after assuring himself of the safekeeping of his political and financial in-
terests by assuming active command of the army and through the presiden-
tial nomination and eventual election of his trusted and absolutely reliable
hireling, Dr. Jacinto B. Peynado.

His well cultivated garden in safe hands, the Generalissimo then retired
to travel throughout the United States and Europe. As soon as the first
fury of the international storm had blown over, the Benefactor emerged
stronger and bolder from his apparent retirement, and, strangely enough,
he was again enjoying the good graces of the community of nations.

How was this miracle accomplished within a few months? Though the
full story should have an entire chapter, we may say here that re-
sponsible for the sudden reverse of the tide was one of the boldest master-
strokes of modern press agentry. When no one wanted them, President
Trujillo offered haven in Dominican territory, in 1938, to 100,000 suffer-
ing German refugees seeking safer homes. By a colossal propaganda stroke
Trujillo blurred the international sense of outrage over his recent pogroms.
The massacred Haitians were forgotten in favor of the persecuted Jews
and many a liberal who had been declaiming against Trujillo suddenly dis-
covered that, after all, the Benefactor was not such a devil. That the
pleasant dream never came true and not even 1,000 of the 100,000 in-
vited refugees ever set foot on Dominican soil was of small consequence.
The gesture, the nice words, the accompanying hopes were enough to
reverse for many years to come the tide of public criticism against Trujillo
outside the limits of his well-policed domain. The transformation of Tru-
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jillo the devil into Trujillo the “great humanitarian” had been successfully
accomplished.

Judging by the long list of agents, apologists and admirers operating
within and without the island republic, it must be admitted that Trujillo’s
system has been highly successful. That the method is not entirely fool-
proof is illustrated, however, by the story of the visit to the Dominican
Republic, early in 1953, of Herbert Matthews, of the New York Times.

Trujillo knew of Matthews’ probity, so upon hearing of the journalist’s
forthcoming visit to the country, the Benefactor decided to employ the
“sweet” approach or red carpet treatment. The most important dignitaries
of the regime received word to treat the distinguished visitor with all con-
sideration. Anselmo A. Paulino, then Trujillo’s “shadow,” powerful alter
ego and publisher of El Caribe, threw a lavish party for Matthews in his
private home, which the pick of the trujillista retinue attended. Trujillo
himself received Matthews for a long, cordial, off-the-record talk. When
the journalist inquired about transportation to the refugee colony of Sosua,
El Caribe put a plane at his disposal.

Matthews’ reaction was negative. “There is a measure of surveillance,”
he wrote, “or at least the impression of being watched, at all times, even
though it takes the usually pleasant form of being accompanied everywhere
by those who offer to help, and of being given parties and the most gen-
erous sort of hospitality.” He added that the Very Important Person
treatment was so nicely tendered and so openhanded “that it is made to
seem the height of ingratitude to be critical afterward.” The duty of being
frank, he asserted, carried inescapable regrets, but nonetheless he exposed
all sides of the Trujillo regime.

For his objective and straightforward rejection of the Generalissimo’s
trap, Matthews has since been one of the main targets of vitriolic trujillista
propaganda. Upon Trujillo’s personal instructions, Dominican newspapers
occasionally print editorials and articles associating the name of the vet-
eran correspondent with Communist causes. Lately, the slanderous cam-
paign has been extended to foreign publications. A libelous article, signed
by the President of the Partido Dominicano, Francisco Prats Ramirez, was
printed in the Mexican newspapers El Universal and Excelsior, which lent
themselves as sounding boards for Trujillo propaganda. Matthews was
subjected to a particularly scurrilous attack, which included trumped-up
charges of criminal association with Communist spies.

Due to this ruthless method of dealing with enemies, Trujillo’s impact
outside the boundaries of his own country has been a strong one. Despite
the fact he is lacking in an ideology, so well regarded is Trujillo’s success
by other Latin American dictators, that the latter have adopted his meth-
ods as standard procedure. Rulers of larger countries, such as former
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Colombian strong-man Gustavo Rojas Pinilla, Venezuela’s Marcos Pérez
Jiménez and Cuba’s Fulgencio Batista, copy many of Trujillo’s formulas
of smashing his enemies through libelous propaganda, falsehoods, smear
campaigns and the hiring of American public relations counselors. This
trujillista influence was perceptively noticed in 1956 by the Inter American
Press Association, when Colombian newspapers, supporting the then Dic-
tator Rojas Pinilla, launched a drive intended to link certain IAPA offi-
cials with the American Communists. The Colombian response to the
IAPA stand in defense of freedom of the press, according to the Associa-
tion’s monthly bulletin, “smacked of similar fictitious rot ground out by
Dictator Trujillo’s propaganda machine.” But, more ominous yet, Tru-
jillo’s lack of respect for the life of foreign citizens seems to have ex-
tended to his counterparts of the Haitian military ruling board, whose police
killed an American citizen at the end of September 1957 and blandly re-
ported him dead of a “heart attack.”

As an integral part of Trujillo’s political “philosophy,” the smear has
turned out to be double-acting and occasionally it is spattered on collab-
orators as well. Drunk with power, the Benefactor looks with contempt
upon the self-respect of his fellowmen. He expects loyalty and friendship
from everyone, but he is not prepared to pay in kind. Hence, in addition
to his known opponents, chief among his victims are his closest collabora-
tors as well as his own relatives. A thick skin seems to be the one tested
qualification to hold high office in Trujillo’s administration. A man may
be today a high-ranking cabinet officer and tomorrow a minor official in
the same department he headed. Legislators and judges as well as any other
“elected” officials must hand their resignations to “the Chief” before taking
oaths of office. Soviet-style purges, political trials and recantations are also
part of Trujillo’s system. Even the members of his own family, whom he
professes to love dearly, hardly escape his brutal repression and have been
known to take the rap whenever the Generalissimo’s own political interest
is at stake. When the marital escapades of his internationally known head-
strong daughter Flor de Oro ultimately became a source of embarrassing
publicity, “the Big One” restricted her to the Dominican Republic, where,
disavowed and disinberited, she lives in oblivion.

Late in 1954 an unforeseen incident forced Trujillo to cast still another
of his kin in the role of scapegoat. A savage, cold-blooded, example-
setting assassination “while trying to escape” of ten young prisoners, sup-
posedly working in an army shooting range, awakened with sudden in-
tensity the quietly dormant Dominican conscience. The youths had been
sentenced a few days earlier to prison terms ranging up to thirty years for
a gruesome hold-up of a Canadian-owned bank in the city of Santiago.
The criminal undertaking had already left a death toll of two bank em-
ployees and two policemen.
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To pacify the horrified citizenry, Trujillo promptly demoted the Chief
of the Staff of the Army (who happened to be his own nephew Major Gen-
eral Virgilio Garcia Trujillo) and expelled from the force the military
commander in Santiago, Colonel Ludovino Ferndndez. A commission of
prominent lawyers was appointed to investigate whether Colonel Fernindez
could be indicted for, of all crimes, genocide. However, the commission
never made a report of its findings and a few months later Ferndndez was
reinstated and promoted to the rank of brigadier general.

With equally fantastic detachment Trujillo has made high office a step-
ping-stone to an almost unbelievable scheme of personal enrichment. In
Trujillo’s mind the Presidency is just another opportunity to be exploited
not only by the incumbent but also by the 150 or more Trujillo relatives
billeted on the country. In the Army alone there are six generals whose
names are Trujillo. So bold and systematic has been the plundering that
according to conservative estimates the monthly income of the tax-exempt
Trujillo clan surpasses $3 million.

Under the new trujillista rules of ethics every action is judged, not by
standards of right or wrong, but solely from the standpoint of whether it
is in the interest of the ruling clique. Trujillo regards himself, therefore,
above all laws—man-made or God-given—and believes them poppycock.
Even the Russian czars—who would permit no man to reduce their abso-
lute power—respected the Criminal Code and sometimes permitted their
actions to be tempered by a regard for public opinion. Not Trujillo. He
goes further—he reserves the right to complete and absolute power, irre-
spective of any law that may be passed by Congress.

Let us not imply that “the Big One” is a man without morals. Quite
the contrary. He feels a missionary urge to look down upon his subjects’
behavior with a zeal sometimes verging on prudishness. The Benefactor
adheres to the loftiest moral standards, provided they are to be observed
by other people. Hence, he frowns upon somebody’s else gambling, ex-
cessive drinking, ostentation and even smoking (his aides cannot smoke
in his presence). He abhors “rock’n’roll” and has issued directives for all
government employees to belong to Catholic associations. If virtue is
measured by the absence of “minor” vices, Trujillo qualifies as a virtuous
man. He does not smoke, play cards or shoot dice. Currently he does not
get drunk frequently, yet his liking for the strong Carlos Primero is an
ingrained part of Dominican folklore.

Were further proofs needed of the divorce between words and actions
within Trujillo’s scheme of things, they could be provided by the words
and actions of “the Chief” and his close relatives. “How fortunate are those
who go through life without ostentation,” wrote Mrs. Marfa Martinez de
Trujillo in her Meditaciones Morales. While deep in her moral meditations
the gracious lady probably did not realize the broad gap between her own
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exalted words and Trujillo’s palaces (more than thirty in all), Trujillo’s
thirty-five automobiles, Trujillo’s strings of race and polo horses, Tru-
jillo's yachts, Trujillo’s hundreds of uniforms, Trujillo’s jewelry, Trujillo’s
lavish parties, and Trujillo’s fabulous display of wealth.

That the Benefactor is not bothered by his own inconsistencies is shown
by the unparalleled ardor with which he prosecutes minor graft and cor-
ruption among lesser officials of his Administration, whereas he remorse-
lessly exacts a ten per cent rake-off from every contractor of public works.
He frowns upon an Army officer owning a gasoline service station, whereas
his big business ventures monopolize large sectors of Dominican trade and
industry. Trujillo would throw in jail any Government official guilty of
misappropriating public property, but he and the Government are so
nearly one and the same that it is most difficult to estimate the extent of
his own personal holdings.

The Benefactor is also a very sensitive man when it comes to any criti-
cism of his person. Upon learning of the mildest attack upon himself or
his policies, he is always ready to cry out—*libel!” Conversely, he feels
no qualms about descending to the depths in defaming a fallen enemy.

Although many of the aforementioned practices are part of the manipu-
lation of the “big lie,” which has become a necessary element of the power
wielded by Trujillo, much is the product, as well, of “the Big One’s” acute
megalomania. The Generalissimo loves to play the role of World States-
man. His ego is enhanced by the flattering accounts in the Dominican press
of his alleged triumphs on the international stage. For instance, Spain’s
admission to the United Nations (the result of a world-wide package deal
worked out by the great powers) was hailed by Dominican editorial writers
as Trujillo’s single-handed accomplishment.

Trujillo, however, is not entirely fooled by his own propaganda. This
explains his seemingly strange statement to Time that “if there can be said
to be any tragedy in my destiny, it is that a man of my great capabilities
has been required to waste them, in a sense, on such a small country.”

He has strongly denied he ever said this. In a public speech he said:
“If I had been given the choice of being a famous conqueror in other lands
or an obscure soldier working for the happiness of the country where 1
was born and which I love, I would have rejoiced in the opportunity to
offer my life for the Dominican people.”
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THE TERROR

]- EVER SINCE RAFAEL L. TRUJILLO’S ADVENT TO POWER ALL
the principles of democracy and freedom cherished by human beings have
been swept away in the Dominican Republic. Today there is no liberty in
the sense in which Americans understand these words. In its place is a
grim, all-pervading substitute: terror, under which arrest and imprison-
ment without trial, exile, and death—as well as Government-inflicted
poverty and ever-dreaded starvation—have been the fate of thousands of
people whose only crime was reckless criticism of the ruling clique.

Terror expresses itself in most varied forms in Trujilloland. It is patent
in the institutionalized arbitrariness—paired with unsurpassed ruthlessness
—prevailing in high government levels, as well as in the absence of the
normal guarantees providing for proper enforcement of constitutional civil
rights. It is in the methods of thought-control and brain-washing which
characterize the educational system and guide the functioning of Domini-
can communication media. It is also clear in the relentless effort to starve
enemies and “indifferents” into ideological conformity. Moreover, it is
evident in the all-penetrating activities of a2 multiple-branch secret police;
in the refusal to permit any but fervid, safe trujillistas to leave the country;
in the constant encouragement of spying and denunciation in all walks
of life; in permanent large-scale witch hunts, arbitrary penal retributions,
and the harshness of the places of confinement.

In Trujillo’s case, terror is not the work of a sadist or the product of
unrestrained bloodthirst. It is rather a grim means to achieve a pre-estab-
lished end. It is the result of planning and organization aimed at keeping
power at all costs.

So imbedded in Trujillo’s mind is the concept of terror as a prop of
Government administration, despite the fact that the last vestige of all
active internal opposition to the regime was finally wiped out during the
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late Forties, it has never been reduced in intensity. Under the conditions of
quiet so much advertised by Dominican press agents, terror might seem
a total anachronism. Nevertheless it is there, although nowadays it is
used more as a prophylactic agent than as an instrument of suppression.
Trujillo subscribes to the theory that a little insubordination may even-
tually lead to a lot and, therefore, the flowers of liberty had better be cut
while still in bud.

After twenty-seven years of continued repression, terror no longer takes
the bloody forms it did at the outset. More refined methods of punishment
have evolved. Yet arbitrary arrests are still commonplace; and topping
the list of chastisements is the relentless economic pressure that leaves
whole families without means of livelihood—many times in retaliation
for actions committed by one of its members living on foreign soil. Thus,
when this book was first announced, the Trujillo regime answered by ac-
cusing the mother and the aunt of the author—respected ladies of ad-
vanced age—of distributing communist propaganda. Thereupon a cam-
paign of vilification began against the private school in which my mother
was employed as a teacher, with the purpose of denying her a productive
occupation.

Today, as much as yesterday, a man arrested for actual or imaginary
offenses may be shot or hanged (the rope is Trujillo’s favorite method of
execution) in a prison backyard. Kidnappings, murders and mysterious dis-
appearances are as much part of the system of repression as they were in
the early days of the regime. Cases of quiet disappearance are still com-
mon, so common in fact that people have coined a graphic phrase to apply
to a man who leaves his home never to return. They simply say: “Se
perdis” (he got lost), and everybody understands.

Although nowadays for reasons of foreign public relations blood is not
usually spilt in public, a few particular cases, called “‘examples,” are some-
times described in the press or otherwise made public knowledge. These
“examples” are intended to keep the edge of terroristic weapons from be-
coming blunt with disuse. As a rule they are executions of obscure indi-
viduals, reported to the police for having talked too much while drinking
or for being guilty of some other minor political sin. Nevertheless, the
shape these “examples” take is repulsive. “A particularly grisly form of
reminder,” reported a reputable American magazine, “believed original
with the Dominican Republic is that of the hanging body.”

Suppose, added the magazine story, an enemy of the Government in
Barahona disappeared from his accustomed haunts. “The police know
nothing, and nothing appears in any newspaper. The wise do not inquire
too closely into his fate. But some days later inhabitants of San Pedro de
Macoris or Saman4, at the other end of the island, are shocked to see a
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body hanging in some sufficiently public place. There is no identification,
of course, for no one in town has seen the person before.”

Occasionally people of high social standing meet death for disagreeing
with the regime. This happens when the Government wants to set a par-
ticularly pointed example. R. Donato Bencosme, a former provincial gov-
ernor, is one of the recent cases. Formerly an opponent of the regime,
Bencosme (a brother of the Dominican exile of the same name who was
shot to death in New York in 1935 by a member of the Rubirosa family
on orders from Trujillo) was persuaded to collaborate with the regime
four years ago and appointed Governor of Espaillat Province. Late in
1956, following a press campaign of invective and defamation against his
person, Bencosme was demoted. He was tried for activities against the
“public order,” convicted, thrown in jail. On February 20, 1957, when
everyone thought he was serving his prison term, it was reported in EIl
Caribe and La Nacion that Bencosme and his chauffeur had met death in
an automobile crash.

Understandably enough, the attitude of Dominican society toward these
outrages is one of utter fright. Sometimes men, driven by desperation,
sacrifice themselves—committing heroic acts of protest against the un-
bearable abuses of the authorities. Few, however, are ever brave or foolish
enough to impair for idealistic reasons and principles the security and
welfare of their children, parents and dear omes. Trujillo made this dis-
covery early in his career and since then has exploited it for his own
benefit. Economic and moral pressure brought to bear upon innocent third
parties has become one of his most effective weapons.

Knowing Trujillo’s willingness to resort to ruthlessness with the weapons
of terror at his disposal, Dominicans have learned never to discuss politics
in public places, or in the presence of children, servants or strangers.
Children are always chased away before any controversial political issue
is discussed. In this connection I remember the unanswerable question put
by a particularly bright Dominican youngster to his father. “Papa,” he
asked, “how come that when we talk of Trujillo in school we always cheer,
whereas when you do it here at home it is always in a whisper?”

When questioned about the Generalissimo himself, the people’s attitude
changes. With alacrity they will give an enthusiastic standard answer:
each one will profess deep love for the Benefactor. Even the few who in
the privacy of their homes dare to indulge in the most bitter criticism of
the regime will act in public places as its most enthusiastic supporters.

This uncritical support of the Trujillo regime—in which foreigners
sometimes join—is hardly calculated to induce people to trust each other.
In the light of what transpires in the public statements of loyalty printed
by the Dominican press and distributed through the propaganda outlets
of the regime, citizens have grown suspicious of everyone else and tend to
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look upon acquaintances, neighbors and outsiders as actual or potential
agents of the dictatorship. Trujillo has been able to create a climate of
suspicion and mutual distrust, highly convenient for his ends.

Hallett of the Christian Science Monitor pointed out that those who have
been in the country for some time in business or other fields of activity say
they do not know whom they can trust. “Anybody may be a spy,” he said.
“Any foreigner here for some time finds that certain topics of conversation
related to politics are taboo in talking with Dominicans.”

Dominicans now display a craven desire for personal security and finan-
cial well-being, a readiness to conform and a willingness to delegate all
decision to bureaucratic authority which is shocking. Civic responsibility
is lacking altogether, and indifference and apathy are standard reactions
to the most outrageous official abuses. “What is grave,” wrote Jests de
Galindez analyzing the situation, “are not the illegal arrests or even mur-
ders; what is grave is the total destruction of the spirit of a nation.”

Yet, if the people fear Trujillo, the latter in turn betrays in his pro-
cedures an acute dread of his repressed subjects. Not only is the Benefactor
the most closely guarded ruler in the world, constantly surrounded by
bodyguards and special troops, but he is constantly watching his closest
associates.! The Benefactor coerces and intimidates even his dreaded
henchmen. Duplicity, informing, forgery, blackmail, extortion, as well as
all manner of weapons for psychological warfare, are among the preferred
instruments of terror. People remain at liberty, conduct business, or hold
government or private posts only as long as “the Big One” permits them.

Repressive measures are not confined to enemies or alleged enemies of
the regime. Not even devoted service saves those who somehow displease
“the Chief.” As a result, fear and anxiety are shared by all classes—all
the way from Cabinet Minister down to the lowliest peasant. There are in-
numerable examples of men capriciously transferred overnight from a
comfortable Cabinet berth to a bunk in jail. At one time or another “sub-
versives” have been found in grocery stores, within the army, in govern-
ment ministries, in newspaper offices, in the University, in factories, in
trade unions, in social clubs—in fact, everywhere except under the bed.

Some of the examples defy credibility. A young newspaperman, Tedfilo
Guerrero del Rosario, reporter for La Nacion and correspondent for the
American magazine Vision and the Cuban publication Carteles, was con-
demned to two years in prison in November 1956, for the crime of plot-
ting with the Red movement. All that the prosecution’s evidence proved

1George Beebe, Managing Editor of the Miami Herald, who interviewed Trujillo
late in 1957 had this to say about this subject: “In a 15-minute wait at the palace, an

assortment of guards and attachés came into the waiting room, and I could feel their
searching eyes trying to detect any bulge of weapons that might be on my person.”
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was that Guerrero “wanted to go to Puerto Rico” where he expected to
find a better job with a newspaper.

Government officials have lost their posts after being accused of having
money in American banks. A Vice-Rector of the University lost his posi-
tion when he was charged with having stated that graduates should be
sent abroad for further study on the basis of academic standing rather
than political reliability. An engineer, Emilio Montes de Oca, went to jail
because his son, then living in Puerto Rico, spoke disrespectfully of the
Generalissimo. Prior to his release, Montes de Oca had to publicly dis-
avow his scion.

It would be senseless to deny the effectiveness of Trujillo’s terror. As
one of the fundamental props of the regime it has been employed so suc-
cessfully that Dominicans feel they cannot escape “the Big Omne.” They
know he is constantly watching them and they have no hope for an inde-
pendent existence apart from the regime. Their hearts have been hardened
and their characters softened so that they no longer have any will power.

Everyone living in the Dominican Republic (nationals and foreigners
alike) has a serial number. Upon reaching the age of sixteen, every resident
must carry at all times a card called Cédula Personal de ldentidad (Per-
sonal Identification Card), which besides its number, includes the name,
age, civil status, occupation, race, address, picture, fingerprints and other
information about its possessor.

A person needs the Cédula for practically every act of everyday life:
to travel inside and outside the country; to get a driver’s license; to cash a
check; to apply for a marriage license; to register at the University; to
appear in court either as counsel or as party; to practice a profession; to
get and hold employment (employers who hire people without the card
are subject to severe penalties) ; to vote; and to be buried.

On election day the citizen takes his Cédula to the voting booth where
it is stamped votado, meaning that the person has complied with his elec-
toral duty. As Herbert Matthews observed, failure to vote is “tantamount
to flaunting opposition to the Generalissimo.” Since no one wants to be
thus branded, Trujillo always gets a tremendous si (yes) for his one party
ticket. Even Dominicans living abroad show up on election day at their
respective embassies or consulates to stamp their Cédulas. Other people
send telegrams from abroad to be on record as having been out of the
country should someone question the lack of the electoral stamp on their
cards. Questioned about the peculiar electoral system, Government offi-
cials graciously explain that it should be copied by all democratic coun-
tries—it is impossible to commit electoral frauds, because no one can vote
twice. Of course, they never say that those who fail to vote once are liable
to visits by the secret police.

Every year a stamp must be attached to the Cédula, showing that the
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bearer has paid his per-capita tax, which is a sort of rudimentary income
tax. This tax, based on personal gross wealth plus monthly income, is
figured on the basis of a cumbersome, highly unscientific method of com-
putation. Taxpayers are divided into thirty-five categories for the purpose
of assessing. The minimum a person must pay is $2 and the maximum
may reach $15,000,000 a year. The Benefactor and his family, the mili-
tary, and women with more than twelve children are exempt from this
tax, but for other Dominicans not to have the current tax-stamp in their
Cédulas is as bad as not to have the card. Penalties range from heavy fines
to jail sentences up to five years. When a person passes away, relatives
must show his stamped Cédula before a burial license may be issued.

For almost as many purposes as the Cédula, Dominicans are required to
present a secret police document known as the “certificate of good con-
duct.” Unlike the Cédula, however, the certificate (supposedly issued by
the provincial governors) may be refused to those who are not persona
grata to the Government. For instance, as a rule people with relatives,
however distant, listed as enemies of the regime cannot qualify for pos-
session of one of these documents unless they themselves are cooperating
with the Government. This, in turn, means that the person is unable to
travel out of the country, practice a profession, or even manage his own
business.

By Act of Congress the right of any citizen to practice his profession as
a lawyer, physician, dentist, architect, engineer, chemist or pharmacist is
subject to the unconditional judgment of the President of the Dominican
Republic. Prior to the beginning of the practice of a profession, university
graduates must apply for a Presidential exequatur. Upon receiving the
application the President decides, after a thorough review of all factors
concerned, political or otherwise, whether the candidate is acceptable or
not. If a graduate is suspected of being either a “subversive” or not a good
enough trujillista he may be barred altogether by the withholding of the
exequatur or required to recant his “indifference” toward the regime.

Due, however, to the fact that the exequatur is issued on a permanent
basis, and may only be canceled after cumbersome public legal procedures,
the regime resorts to this type of punishment in very few cases, and only
when publicity is deemed wise either because of the personality of the
culprit or the gravity of the situation. For routine punishment of pro-
fessionals, a far simpler method has evolved. By another Act of Congress
all professions now have their colegios, or professional associations, to
which every university graduate must belong. The strictly controlled,
powerful trujillista organizations issue each year, upon payment of a small
fee, a card which authorizes the bearer to legally perform his work during
the ensuing year. The card may be withheld by the colegio officials—all
handpicked Trujillo associates—without any explanation. Sometimes they
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don’t even bother to refuse the card—its issuance is merely delayed indefi-
nitely. In the meantime, if the applicant tries to practice his profession he
may be, and usually is, prosecuted.

The defense of any alleged “subversive,” even in a civil case, is suffi-
cient to place a lawyer under suspicion and sometimes to bring about the
end of his practice. Even in those cases where for reasons of his own
Trujillo allows a court-appointed lawyer for the defense, attorneys as a
rule cast themselves in the simple role of pleaders for mercy and show a
marked inclination to avoid conflicts with the prosecution. There have
been cases of over-cautious defense attorneys turned prosecutors.

Furthermore, the system of licenses is not limited to the liberal profes-
sions. To perform any business activity or trade; to act as agent or corre-
spondent for a foreign publication, news agency or business firm; to sell
insurance or to work as a traveling salesman, people must register with the
Government. The authorities have no legal right to refuse registration, but
the catch, of course, is that the procedures may be delayed at the will of
the authorities, and the applicant is in no position to carry out his normal
activities lest he be accused of illegal practices and thrown in jail.

Moreover, no man who has suffered political imprisonment after being
properly convicted by a Court may expect, after his release, to qualify for
any business, trade or profession. He has to go through a long period of his
life legally deprived of all civil rights. This means that he is absolutely
disqualified from the exercise of any function in the State as well as any
position of trust, authority or management in private business or industry.
It is in effect a sentence of economic exile from society.

Americans sometimes show disgust with the exaggerated loyalty checks
and security measures through which federal government employees must
go. They would certainly feel better if they knew what a prospective Do-
minican Government employee has to do in order to secure a job. Almost
all applicants for subordinate posts are required to fill out a form pre-
pared in 1945 by the Comisién Depuradora de Empleados Publicos
(Commission for the Purging of Public Employees). This document—
a sworn affidavit of eternal loyalty to the Generalissimo—is a masterpiece
of totalitarian political thought-control. Its signers must give in it detailed
explanations of their lives and the lives of their relatives, friends and ac-
quaintances.

In addition to inquiries concerning the activities of relatives and ac-
quaintances known to be opposed to the regime, the questionnaire presents
the following questions:

“What political work have you done?
“Give details of your cooperation with the present government:
“a) Political rallies attended? b) Political rallies not attended? c)
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Propaganda made in favor of the Government? d) How many non-
political articles have you written? e) How many political articles? f)
How many talks, lectures, and speeches have you delivered on themes
of interest to the Government? g) What other manifestations of loyalty
have you made? h) Do you punctually attend Te-Deums at patriotic
festivities, politico-cultural ceremonies, meetings, agricultural reviews,
committees and subcommittees of the Partido Dominicano?”

Trujillo himself once sent a personal circular to all public employees
asking them whether they had had “any conversation with persons who
are enemies, opposed or indifferent to the Government.” Then “the Big
One” asked his servants what efforts had they made “to attract such
individuals into our (zrujillista) ranks.” Ominously enough, Trujillo’s letter
ended by asking those who had not done any “attracting” the reasons
why. However, not even compliance with these requests is emough to
ensure permanence in a Government post. At frequent intervals, a thor-
ough investigation is conducted by a high official with the title of Coordi-
nador de Empleados (Coordinator of Employees). This official keeps
a stern watch over the morals, politics and, sometimes, the efficiency of
the Government labor force.

To make sure that the objects of his benefactions won’t stray from the
path he has ordained, Trujillo has set up army check points every twenty-
five miles on roads throughout the country. Against the chance that some-
body might try to drive through them, huge bumps have been placed in
the road before each ome. It would practically be suicide to drive over
them at any speed faster than a crawl. The Cédula must be displayed at
every check point, and the driver must give his name, residence and
destination point. ’

The Dominican constitution guarantees, without any reservations what-
soever, the safety and inviolability of the mail. As a routine matter, how-
ever, practically all letters are opened in transit. This mail censorship
permits the secret police to pry into the innermost lives of Dominican
citizens, looking for the faintest hints of rebellion, non-conformism, or
even dangerous thoughts. The secret police’s overzealousness in this mat-
ter sometimes carries them to ridiculous extremes. On one occasion a
package of books was mailed to me from the United States and, as usual,
its contents had to go through a routine inspection. One of the books was
an English-language, anti-Communist treatise dealing with the relations
between Church and State in the Soviet Union. Unable to read English
the secret police agent in charge of censorship at the customs house de-
cided that the word “communism” on the cover of the book was a good
enough reason to warrant the impounding of the package. After hearing
that my books had been seized, I called up the Chief of Police who, upon
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my simple explanation that the book was against, not for, communism,
lifted the ban. Had I not at the time been a high Government official, and
hence in a position to be listened to, I would have lost not only my books
but perhaps even my liberty.

Radio and telephonic communications are tightly controlled as well.
Wire tapping is commonplace, and no Dominican will ever talk about any-
thing more important than the weather over a telephone. Every morning
Trujillo receives in his office a report on inter-urban and international tele-
phone calls put through the day before. To check international radio and
telephonic communications in the whole Caribbean area, the Dominican
Army operates a superbly efficient monitor service. Also monitored are
the contents of all Caribbean and United States short-wave radio news
broadcasts, and Army stenographers make up bulletins to be circulated
within a very exclusive group of Government dignitaries. Sometimes Tru-
jillo himself picks up choice tidbits from these bulletins and sends them
to the newspapers for publication. Secretly monitored telephone conversa-
tions over the international frequencies are also reported in “confidential”
bulletins to the Generalissimo, thus allowing him to keep abreast of inter-
esting developments, political and otherwise, within his zone of influence.
There is certainly no privacy in the Dominican Republic, or for that mat-
ter in the entire Caribbean area. The Army is in charge of jamming all
foreign broadcasting stations over whose microphones systematic anti-
Trujillo campaigns are conducted. For years several radio stations were
kept from the Dominican listeners entirely.

Furthermore, peasants are tied to the land and ordinarily need a gov-
ernment permit to move from one place to another or to change their per-
manent places of residence. This system of near-bondage has been devised
with the object of preserving within certain zones of the country much
needed man-power required by the fast-expanding Trujillo sugar empire.
Yet, if any tract of land, no matter its extent, is ever needed for the ex-
pansion of the Generalissimo’s sugar plantations, then the forced uproot-
ing and transport of peasant communities is effected without a qualm.
There exist estimates that several thousand people of all ages were evicted
from their own land without any legal procedure whatsoever when the
enormous Trujillo-owned Rio Haina sugar plantation was in process of
development.

In a manner reminiscent of Soviet decrees, the Dominican Govern-
ment also prescribes what farmers should grow. Recently the tillage of
cotton was declared of “high national interest” due to the fact that the
Generalissimo had entered upon a large-scale textile operation.

As already pointed out, Trujillo learned early from his Marine teachers
that to succeed, a military regime must keep the population disarmed.
Aside from a passport, the hardest thing to get in the Dominican Re-
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public is a permit to carry arms. This is only granted after a thorough
check of the background, political reliability and associations of the ap-
plicant. Then the gun must be bought from the National Army on pres-
entation of a written authorization issued by the Secretary of Security. If
by any chance the permit is revoked the gun must be returned to the Army
without delay. Both the Army and the Department of Security keep
complete records of guns’ specifications as well as the identity of their
owners. A yearly fee of $100 must be paid by the licensees. Legal penalties
for carrying arms without a permit or for possessing them under the same
conditions are severe, but usually people caught red-handed just dis-
appear.

Some of Trujillo’s directives border on the ludicrous. Heavy fines are
imposed on those who smoke while riding in a car; every official docu-
ment, including applications for passports and import-export licenses, has
a line in which one must fill in the number and date of his affiliation in
the Partido Dominicano; it is a punishable offense to wear khaki trousers
and shirts of the same color and it is against the law to carry your coat
over your arm.

No photograph of the Generalissimo may be put on sale without its
artistic merits being checked and approved by the Secretary of Education
and Fine Arts. Toilets must be installed (and bought from the hardware
monopoly controlled by the Trujillo family) even in thatched roof huts.
Municipal ordinances subject festivities other than strictly family affairs to a
$2 permit issued by the local police. Another law forbidding poor people
to enter Ciudad Trujillo in bare feet has brought about, according to Time, a
new form of business enterprise—renting shoes at stalls just outside the city
limits. “On the hottest afternoons, men wear jackets and ties in the streets
of Ciudad Trujillo because El Jefe likes it that way,” noted an American
reporter.

Why do people take all this without even passive resistance? There are
many complex answers to this simple question. The truth is that inside
the country no one seems to care for politics or how the country is run.
Terror has produced such apathy that there are very few people with the
moral or physical courage to risk life, fortune and relative security by
open or covert rebellion or even independent political thinking. Even mild
criticism of the regime is a one-way ticket to certain disgrace—if not
death—and there are very few people willing to face that creeping, all-
embracing (never seen but always felt) punishment called social ostracism.

Trujillo has a talent for practical psychology. Thus, periods of intense
repression are followed by strange lulls, during which nothing seems to
bappen within the country. “A policy of firmness does not exclude, how-
ever, the use of generosity after any trouble has been ended,” wrote official
biographer Lawrence de Besault. “When President Trujillo believes that
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there is repentance and a desire to change on the part of the guilty, he
uses the power of pardon granted him by the constitution of the Republic,
and his arms open to welcome those who have been converted to the cause
of justice.”

As with the change-of-pace of a baseball pitcher, these tactics allow
Trujillo to keep his enemies and subjects off balance. This slackening of
pressure not only lets off potentially dangerous steam but lures people
into a false sense of security and brings about a “thank heavens, all is
over” frame of mind. It arouses false hopes in those who otherwise might
be driven by despair to frantic acts of rebellion.

The amnesties, invitations to exiles to return home, pardons of political
offenders, paroles, etc., not only serve a public relations purpose in making
Trujillo appear as a forgiving man but also attain the more important end
of inducing the people to believe that through good behavior they may
stave off persecution. So Dominicans vie with each other in an effort to
show loyalty to the regime and to bid for a safe place in the trujillista
order of things. Even people who have been humiliated and unjustly
punished by “the Big One” instead of rebelling would rather wait patiently
for the forthcoming moment of pardon. “Only the corpses are without
hope of being pardoned,” says an expression that goes the rounds among
collaborators and former collaborators of the regime.

These periods of relative calm, during which offenses against the regime
are forgiven and apparently forgotten, do not last long. After a while
terror comes back in full swing, lest people become restless and start ask-
ing for real freedom or get ideas that they can do things in their own ways.
Terror is for Trujillo a sort of straitjacket he cannot throw away perma-
nently if he is going to stay on top.

As a result of international pressures arising from the Galindez-Murphy
affair, the country is now going through a new spell of terror.

2' IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STANDARD PRACTICE OF
dictatorships, Trujillo has organized an efficient system of espionage. The
Benefactor considers essential for the defense of his regime the knowledge
of the opinions, intentions and actions of all residents of the Dominican
Republic as well as Dominicans living abroad. During twenty-seven years
of keeping tabs on enemies and potential enemies of the regime the differ-
ent branches of the Dominican secret police have evolved into one of the
most ruthless terroristic organizations in the Western Hemisphere.

Millions are spent to maintain the operations of an espionage network.
A vast assortment of agents, recruited from all walks of life (including
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reputable professionals, politicians and former FBI and Central Intelli-
gence Agency operators as well as gangsters, criminals and hoodlums)
work around the clock both inside the country and outside the limits of the
Trujillo fief. Consequently, to date no other Latin American regime is so
well informed as the Dominican dictatorship of the situation prevailing
either within its own boundaries or in neighboring countries, including the
United States.

The role of the Dominican intelligence network has become known be-
cause Trujillo and his associates seem to derive pleasure in boasting about
it. The Dominican Republic is probably the only country in the world
whose leaders do not feel any qualms about spying on other countries.
Dominican newspapers have printed news about the return to the country
of alleged secret agents operating in Cuba, Haiti, Guatemala and other
countries. Trujillo and his aides brag about how much they know about
everybody else and proclaim the supposedly excellent cooperation they lend
to foreign law-enforcing agencies. The international news agencies’ dis-
patches filed in Ciudad Trujillo occasionally contain grave imputations
against the heads of foreign Governments attributed to the Dominican
Army Intelligence. At least once the reckless accusations provoked a grave
international incident, which was investigated in 1954 by the Organization
of American States upon request of the Costa Rican Government. The
charges made by the Dominican espionage agency that President José
Figures of Costa Rica had given haven to European Communists could
not be substantiated before the international organization.

Despite this and other setbacks the Dominican authorities persist in ad-
vertising their undercover activities within other sovereign states. “The
Dominican Republic admits to having an efficient intelligence system and
has made available its information on the international Communist con-
spiracy to the United States,” asserted the present Dominican Ambassador
in Washington, Manuel de Moya Alonzo, in answer to an interview given
by the author of this book to the New York Times, in which was expressed
the belief that Dominican Government agents had kidnapped and murdered
Drz. Jests de Galindez.

Later Trujillo himself explained, in an interview in the New York Herald
Tribune, September 8, 1957, that the Dominican Government had put in
the hands of the United States State Department “much information” con-
cerning the alleged existence of a “Caribbean Comintern” with its head-
quarters in the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City and other “major Soviet
bases” in New York City, Miami and Puerto Rico.

A flagrant example of trujillista trespassing on the prerogatives of the
investigative and law-enforcing agencies of other lands is the so-called
private investigation of the Galindez disappearance, now being conducted
with Dominican Government funds under the direction of the American
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attorney Morris Ernst. After refusing cooperation to the proper American
authorities the Trujillo regime suddenly announced in July 1957 that
it had retained a U.S. public-relations man, two U.S. lawyers, and a batch
of former FBI and CIA agents, as well as other private dicks, for the
avowed purpose of making a full-scale inquiry.

That the “investigators” are doing more than looking into the Galindez
affair was publicly revealed by Angel Ramos, publisher of El Mundo, the
leading newspaper of Puerto Rico, and President of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Inter American Press Association. Ramos announced during
the meeting of the JAPA in Washington in October 1957 that the Execu-
tive Committee of the Association had resolved not to intervene “in an
investigation into the Galindez Affair which is being financed by General-
issimo Trujillo.” Ramos added that the office of Morris Ernst called the
Secretary of the IAPA “requesting certain information which, in our opin-
ion, has nothing to do with Galindez. The Committee was consulted by
the administrator and agreed not to give any information to the investigator
paid by Trujillo, believing that an investigation conducted at the request
of Generalissimo Trujillo and financed by him might reach conclusions of
a doubtful suspicious nature.”

Unfortunately, although the findings of the Dominican secret police are
not always correct, the trujillista bragging about the existence of an enor-
mous apparatus of espionage in and out of the country is not empty. Tru-
jillo maintains what an American reporter has aptly called “one of the most
tortuously conceived secret-service systems in the history of espionage.”

The Dominican secret service is not one but many agencies, completely
separated one from the others, but all performing their duties with crush-
ing ruthlessness if not always efficiency. The existence of this split-per-
sonality secret police best illustrates “the Big One’s” guiding principle of
“Divide and Rule.” Separated into at least six different branches, which
check upon each other as much as they watch the rest of the people, the
Dominican Gestapo keeps a vigilant eye upon the citizenry and brings
swift punishment for the slightest deviation from trujillista discipline.

Topmost in the Dominican espionage echelon is the brand-new Secretariat
of State for Security, created by Trujillo July 1, 1957. Appointed by the Ben-
efactor as first Secretary of Security was Major General Arturo Rafael Espail-
lat, 35, a Dominican citizen who graduated from West Point in 1943. Between
his graduation and 1956, Espaillat rose from first lieutenant to brigadier
general and acquired within the country the dubious fame of being one of the
toughest Trujillo henchmen. In May 1956 Espaillat left his post as
Under Secretary of the Armed Forces and head of the War Department
intelligence branch to become Consul General in New York City. A year
later he scampered home after the U.S. State Department had sent a note
to the Dominican Government asking that Espaillat waive diplomatic in-
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munity “in order that he should be amenable to the usual and lawful
procedures in matters of investigation and trial” in the United States. The
unusual request was made after the State Department had officially an-
nounced that it had sufficient evidence to indicate a link between the dis-
appearance of Galindez and the American pilot, Gerald Lester Murphy.

Back home Espaillat was promoted to Major General and assigned to
the seemingly powerful job of head of Security. Then, with Espaillat’s
status settled, Trujillo got around to answering the U.S. State Department
note. The Dominican note stated that it would be “improper” for a man
of Espaillat’s high station to face a judicial process in a foreign country.

As head of Security,! Espaillat bosses an army of some 5,000 policemen
and spies. He holds command over the national police, special police and
the intelligence service at home and abroad, including the United States.
He also has under his control the most dreaded of the so-called special
services—the “Spanish Police,” a corps of about one hundred tough
former Spanish secret-service men, well-trained in Nazi and Spanish
methods of repression. This group has been operating in the Dominican
Republic since the beginning of 1956 on a sort of “lend-lease” agreement
with the Spanish Government of Generalissimo Franco. Also under the
Department of Security are the “Veterans” and other strong-arm squads
recruited from the ranks of ex-convicts, dishonorably discharged army
personnel, slum hoodlums, countryside bully boys and parolees. Reasons
for selecting persons with such backgrounds are found in Trujillo’s con-
viction that men with suspended convictions hanging over their heads are
likely to prove willing tools of terror.

The Secretary of Security is also in charge of all matters concerning the
issuance of passports as well as the enforcement of immigration regula-
tions. It was Major General Espaillat who handled with celerity the de-
portation of the Jehovah’s Witnesses after the sect was declared outside
the law by Act of Congress in July 1957.

Major General Espaillat is also endowed with power to enforce all regu-
lations concerning registry of foreign agents and companies, the expediting
of arms permits, the “public vigilance of suspicious foreigners,” surveil-
lance of lucrative gambling operations, the application of the press law
and newspaper censorship, and control of all organizations, meetings and
public movements. The enforcement of security at international conferences
held in the Dominican Republic is under Espaillat’s jurisdiction as well.

All embracing as his duties appear to be, Major General Espaillat does
not hold a monopoly on spying. Vying with him—and keeping an eye
on his own activities—are at least six other police organizations such as the
Army Intelligence (to which are ascribed many of the discoveries of

1 Espaillat was recently transferred from the Cabinet to the post of Inspector General
of the Navy.



THE TERROR 113

“Communist” activities in foreign countries announced in press releases
by the regime); the Naval Intelligence; the Inspectors of the Presidency
(a small group responsible only to Trujillo whose cardinal task is to watch
closely the activities of the high officials of the regime, including the heads
of the other undercover agencies); the National Palace bodyguards (a
counterpart of the American secret service, whose chief is the notorious
former Consul General in Manhattan Felix W. Bernardino, who appears in
public functions a step behind the Generalissimo), and last but not least
the large corps of informers and inspectors of the Partido Dominicano.

La 42 was disbanded a few years ago and its boss Miguel A. Paulino
reintegrated in the Army with the rank of full colonel, but the “Veterans”
—a similar organization made up of former soldiers and officers the ma-
jority of whom have been kicked out from the armed forces for common
crimes—act as executioners when the kangaroo courts of the secret police
pass judgment on alleged opponents of the regime.

For university students there is a special espionage service. Charged with
this highly specialized chore is the Prefect’s corps of the University. Under
the leadership of a former prizefighter and graduate of La 42 the prefects
keep tab on student activities, checking friendships (in and out of the
university), habits, hobbies and political leanings.

By far the most conspicuous duty of the different Dominican security
agencies is personal protection of the Generalissimo against would-be as-
sassins and plotters. In their line of duty they consider every resident of the
country a suspect and people live—whatever their station—under peren-
nial surveillance. As a result, one of their normal functions is the detection,
investigation and cataloguing of the political opinions of citizens as well as
residents from other countries.

Although all the police agencies act with a mailed fist, their techniques
of investigation are not very sophisticated. They work upon the assumption
that every man is actually or potentially “subversive” and rely for their in-
formation upon material received from undercover agents, neighbors, serv-
ants and personal enemies of the persons under investigation.

Dominican detectives write down all sorts of gossip about what people
supposedly said or what they were suspected of having done. Most of the
carefully preserved information relates to personal habits and life, and
when deemed convenient the contents of these dossiers are sifted for use
in letters to the editors of the newspapers.

All in all, the dossiers are the foundation for the police classification of
people into two sweeping categories: “cooperators” (those who willingly
collaborate with the regime) and “subversives.” To be classified as a “sub-
versive” a person does not have to be an open or even a covert enemy of
the regime. Many of those included within this category are people who
sincerely do not care for politics and might even turn out to be “coopera-
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tors” if they were given the chance. This arbitrary division of Dominicans
into two different groups provides a clue for the seemingly strange remark
made by a “pro-Trujillo Dominican” to Milton Bracker, correspondent for
the New York Times, that about ten per cent of the country’s population, or
nearly 260,000 persons, should be reckoned as “subversives.”

In many instances the police classify a man as “subversive” to put
pressure upon him and eventually force him into giving up a business or
professional career and joining the ranks of active supporters of the regime.
If this is the case, the longer an “indifferent” ( as the police call those who
neither oppose the regime nor collaborate) holds out, the greater the in-
conveniences he has to suffer. If he does not surrender within a reasonable
time, his name is transferred to the list of “enemies of the situation.” As all
“enemies” are considered “communists,” the real coloring of the political
ideas of a man does not make much difference to the secret police. In their
lists all “enemies™ are Red. However, there is a further classification: there
are “active” enemies and just plain enemies. The latter are allowed to live
relatively in peace. To be sure, they are forbidden to travel abroad, prac-
tice their professions or be seen in the company of foreigners, but they are
not thrown in jail or killed, unless caught in an overt act of rebellion. Their
plight is somewhat similar to that of the “untouchables™ under the ancient
caste system of India. As soon as a man is classified as an “enemy” the
police quietly slip word to his friends and business associates of his new
status. If by any improbable chance someone chooses to disregard the
hint, the police lose no time in making plain—on an “or else” basis—that
they would appreciate “friendly” cooperation in their dealings with the
“enemy.” Thereupon the marked man is fired from employment, dropped
from business and professional firms, unobtrusively dropped from social
clubs and subjected to whatever other measures of retaliation are sug-
gested by the authorities. Almost identical procedure—sometimes accom-
panied by a splash of publicity—is followed in cases involving Govern-
ment officials cast out of the Benefactor’s favor.

The “active” enemies are worse off. Still, to be labeled “active” a man
does not need to indulge in overt opposition. It is enough either to have
been affiliated in the past, however loosely, with some opposition move-
ment; to have been charged with persistent criticism of the regime or to
have steadfastly rejected trujillista overtures for collaboration. People who
have lost a close relative through any repressive action of the regime are
always included within the “active” category, since there is the belief that
they may become bitter and inimical forevermore.

Whenever the regime considers it necessary to bring the populace to
heel, so-called “examples” are drawn from the “active” group. In accord-
ance with political winds or caprices of “the Big One,” the “actives™ travel
back and forth from home to jail. If, after a reasonable number of jailings,
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they do not come out as vocal supporters of the regime the chances are
that they will disappear, be “suicided,” or meet a fatal road “accident.”

Strangely enough—this is one of the most peculiar characteristics of the
Trujillo regime—the group of “active subversives” has proved to be one
of the largest recruiting grounds of high Government officials. As a rule,
members of this group have been at one time or another the brightest in-
tellectual figures of the country, promising young men and prominent
members of the old aristocratic classes. Through force, blackmail or bribe,
Trujillo has successfully appealed to fear, hope of personal advancement or
even baser instincts of human nature to recuit and rally around him
the natural leaders of public thought.

The lure of public office, after a brief visit to a jail, is sometimes power-
ful enough to gain converts. Many of Trujillo’s earliest close collaborators
came to Government straight from the infamous Nigua prison. Famous
among these is Dr. Manuel de Jestis Troncoso de la Concha, former op-
ponent turned collaborator and elevated later to puppet President. On July
23, 1930, Dr. Troncoso was arrested and arraigned for alleged violations
of the Penal Code. He recanted and thereupon was released and appointed
Rector of the University. “Then years later,” points out Jesds de Galindez
in his book, “Troncoso de la Concha will be President of the Republic.”

The Benefactor unquestionably derives special satisfaction in appoint-
ing either ex-enemies or would-be opponents to his close circle of ad-
visers. Doubtless Trujillo derives a sadistic pleasure in humiliating men
of a certain character and dignity forced by the sheer weight of terror into
collaboration and making them carry out publicly policies and directives
they oppose at heart. Besides the Benefactor’s sadistic impulses, this policy
obeys practical considerations. It is Trujillo’s belief that there is no better
way of giving the coup de grace to a formerly stubborn opponent than to
force him finally into close, open collaboration with the hated regime.

Knowing that all men have weak spots, Trujillo seldom fails in his ef-
forts to entice the people he wants on his side. He stops short of nothing,
be it bribe, threats, blackmailing or cajoling. Finding an opponent’s weak-
nesses is just a matter of time, patience and careful investigation.

The method, moreover, is not limited to the drafting of outstanding po-
litical figures, professionals or businessmen. Whenever the dictator hears
that a member of the younger generation shows exceptional talent or gives
promise of becoming a man of prominence, the latter is approached with
a tempting offer. Those who refuse to become sycophants are soon taught
a bitter lesson by long imprisonment or continued persecution. Out of jail,
they go jobless and see the best years of their lives wasted in what seems
a fruitless, hopeless resistance. With the passing of time most of them give
up and join the ranks of active supporters of a dictatorship they abhor.
In this way the latent patriotism of Dominican youth is corrupted and,
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what is perhaps more tragic, the ideals of integrity, dignity, liberty and
freedom become perverted.

So effective has proved this method that there is hardly a man of social
and economic standing in the country who has not lent his collaboration to
the regime one way or the other. This, in turn, totally disables them for
further activities as Trujillo opponents. Knowing this, the Dictator drops
them after a tour of duty (whose length depends on the amount of adula-
tory work performed); and totally discredited and destroyed as potential
serious competitors, they are sent home to brood.

The threat of publication of their statements and adulatory correspond-
ence with the Benefactor (always carefully filed) keep the former oppo-
nents turned trujillistas in check. In the few cases in which a man shows
courage enough to reassert his temporarily lost ideals, the smashing propa-
ganda machine of the Dictatorship is put to work against him. The cost
of defiance is always tremendously high both morally and materially. If
lucky enough to escape from Trujillo’s reach, the man will find himself
the subject of much scorn and vicious persecutions brought about by the
hideous techniques of the Big Lie.

In such cases the first step of Trujillo’s propaganda is to turn the new
enemy into a controversial figure. This is done through the printing of
pamphlets and other derogatory literary efforts, the spreading of gossip, all
sorts of accusations and rumors intended to discredit the opponent. Usu-
ally, the breach with the regime is attributed to selfish motives of the
former collaborator and his abandonment of the camp of trujillismo is
sometimes ascribed to fear of legal procedures on account of disreputable
activities such as embezzlement, graft, tax evasion, thievery and so forth.
Somehow Trujillo manages to find a receptive audience for his charges
and at times convinces people (especially those who ignore the facts of
Dominican life) they should waste no sympathy on the object of his scorn.

Trujillo usually gets his effects through the adroit exploitation of the
facilities of international news agencies whose correspondents in Ciudad
Trujillo are hand-picked newspaper editors or former journalists who will
transmit the official releases as they receive them without daring to in-
dulge in a dangerous check of their veracity. If the accused exile answers
back and yesterday’s story blows up, there are always new charges to bury
the refutation. Without moral reservations ‘“the Chief” allows his press
agents to use arguments such as this:

“Mr. So and So was an arrogant trujillista when on top. Why didn’t he
raise his voice then to denounce the regime? Why did he observe in silence
the abuses he nows condemns? Now, after he has grabbed a lot of money
and is running away from justice; now, after he and Trujillo have fallen
out because of his treacherous unpatriotic conduct, is when Mr. So and So
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discovers that Trujillo is a tyrant. How are you going to believe a man
who just a few weeks ago was praising Trujillo?”

This, of course, is completely false, though the falsehood is hidden
under seemingly irrefutable logic. The truth, however, is that neither this
man nor any other Dominican could say otherwise while in Trujillo’s grip.
They have always known that Trujillo is a tyrant, but deprived of their
right to say so within their own country, if they are going to preserve the
security of relatives as well as that of associates and accomplish any good
by remaining alive, they must wait for the relative safety of foreign soil
to speak their minds.

For domestic consumption, however, Trujillo does not dare to follow
this approach. Inside the country people know enough not to be fooled by
his propaganda. Furthermore, anyone accused of stealing money from
Trujillo or of cheating him in any way is regarded as a sort of hero, al-
though people will not dare to proclaim it. To force people to turn their
backs on former collaborators it suffices to publish in the newspapers an
item stating that So and So has become a “traitor” and has gone back to
the “communist party” where he belongs anyway.

This name-calling mania has been carried to comic extremes. For in-
stance, a University professor, Ing. José Ramén Baez Lopez Penha, was
dismissed following the accusation that he had criticized in front of his
students a new government rent tax. Prior to dismissal, a letter was planted
in El Caribe calling the wealthy, conservative engineer (whose fortune had
been made as a result of profitable government contracts) a Red. His
alleged “communist leanings” were no obstacle to reinstatement, following
an abject recantation.

Regulated from morning until night, his opinions dictated by law, his
movements and conversations watched, his employment often subject to
the consent of the dictatorship, it is hardly surprising if anyone who dis-
agrees with Trujillo’s opinion of the benefits of his regime turns his eyes
to other freer lands. During the early days scores of the ablest men emi-
grated, but nowadays the right to exile is denied to most opponents.

One of the most carefully controlled matters is issuance of passports to
travel abroad. Any attempt to leave the country without a regular traveling
document is severely punished. There are widely known cases of people
who have lost their lives because someone else accused them of seeking
a way to leave the country. Pedro Naar Rivero, a young newspaper re-
porter employed by El Caribe, mysteriously disappeared in June 1954. It
was later known that the police had picked up Naar after intercepting his
correspondence applying for a post on a Cuban newspaper. The inquiries
made by the management of El Caribe met with a bland statement by
Anselmo Paulino, Trujillo’s righthand man, that Naar had crossed the
border and interned himself in Haiti. This never happened.
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The life of Dominican exiles, harassed by the long arm of the dictator-
ship, is not easy, but despite its inconveniences there are men, many of
them formerly prominent, who have risked the loss of wealth, comfort,
family life and social standing rather than remain in the country, their
lips sealed and their movements noted. One of the most inspiring examples
of successful resistance to Trujillo’s terror is provided by the case of one
of the best-known Dominican criminal lawyers, Dr. Ricardo Roques Mar-
tinez, now in exile in New York City.

Dr. Roques’ story has not been told yet in full and it may not be told
since it would endanger the security of many people living in the country.
This much may be said. In 1947, during the period immediately preceding
the abortive invasion of Cayo Confites, Dr. Roques was engaged, as one
of the underground leaders, in the organization of several cells of the forth-
coming movement of internal resistance. Tipped off by one of Trujillo’s
secret agents, he learned that orders had been issued for his apprehension
and murder. He promptly contacted the underground groups under his
leadership and their members took him into hiding.

During the next four years—a long period of anxiety—Raoques lived with
the secret police on his tail, moving from one place to another, many times
using most extravagant disguises. During this seemingly endless period,
Roques lived in at least seven different places; for several months he was
restricted to the narrow space between a high wardrobe and a wall. Not
once was he betrayed by the people in whose hands he put his own life.

Finally, his friends spread the rumor that he had passed away and, sur-
prisingly, Trujillo believed it. Taking advantage of the fact that the police
had relaxed their vigilance as a result of the death rumor, Roques’ friends
decided the time was ripe to smuggle him out of the country, a risky opera-
tion they achieved by means that are still kept secret. After a long ordeal
Roques reached a French Caribbean island at the end of 1951; from there
he went to Costa Rica and finally to New York City where at present he is
the representative of the anti-Trujillo party, Vanguardia Revolucionaria
Dominicana.

The remarkable feature of this story is that no one ever betrayed Roques.
Many innocent people were tortured by the police during their frantic
search of the revolutionary leaders. Many people knew Roques’ where-
abouts and some of them were imprisoned and tortured but they never ad-
mitted any knowledge. Roques’ former legal secretary, Abelardo Acevedo,
was beaten to death by Army officers in the Ozama fortress. This time,
however, they picked the wrong man, since Acevedo knew nothing about
his employer’s underground activities.

The Roques story—and its accompanying anecdotes of unselfish devo-
tion to a cause by humble members of the working class—will undoubt-
edly make one of the fascinating chapters in the hitherto unknown history
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of Dominican “freedom fighters.” This and other tales will disprove the
baseless theory that Dominicans are a people without backbone.

In 1954 the Benefactor forced through Congress a resolution denouncing
the Inter American treaties on the Right of Asylum. Since then the Do-
minican Republic is the only Latin American nation which does not recog-
nize this imbedded principle of Inter American international law.

Fear of the scrutiny of the secret police is not exclusively Dominican.
Foreigners find it exceedingly trying to live in Trujilloland. A visitor may
not be conscious of being followed as he is conscious, for example, in
countries behind the Iron Curtain. However, a visitor soon realizes that the
Government meant it when it charged General Espaillat with “public
vigilance of suspicious foreigners.” And any foreigner is considered “sus-
picious” until proven otherwise.

Surveillance, though very subtle, starts upon arrival. The immigration
authorities have a long list of names of people not allowed under any cir-
cumstances to visit the country. If the visitor’s name is not on the list he
will be warmly welcomed and let alone to do whatever he wants. The
taxi he takes down to his hotel is nevertheless driven by a man whose
duty is to report to the police any suspicious movement of his fares (in
order to keep their union cards and consequently the right to work, chauf-
feurs must perform as agents for the secret police).

Once in his hotel room the guest will be closely watched. His telephone
will be tapped, his mail opened and a record of his appointments and vis-
itors carefully made for the police. The chances are that he will not have
a moment of privacy, though he probably won’t know it, since there will
not be hatchet-faced policemen around. The personnel of the hotel will
be very nice, but almost without exception they work for the secret police.
(Most maids, waiters, bartenders and doormen are British subjects from
the West Indies who, being illegally in the country, are given the choice of
becoming informers or deportation to their crowded islands.)

Permanent residents of the country know however the extent of the
surveillance and are always careful what they say and where they say it.
Even diplomats consider it wise to discuss confidential matters outdoors.
If further proof were needed that the eyes of the police do not make distinc-
tions between nationals and non-nationals, the Dominican newspapers
printed on September 28, 1956, an official notice advising all foreigners
they should present themselves during the first four days of each calendar
month to the nearest police precinct. They were asked to bring their identi-
fication documents plus two photographs—one profile, one front. A few
days later the police reversed the order without explanations. The new
advertisement simply said that the Security Service had provided them al-
ready with all the needed information.

Not even the Diplomatic Corps accredited in Ciudad Trujillo is exempt
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from the terror tactics of #rujillismo. Diplomats are treated in almost the
manner other people are and the regime applies to them as much pressure
as to ordinary mortals. Even they “are expected to speak favorably of the
Generalissimo,” reported a correspondent for U.S. News & World Report.

Herbert Matthews, veteran correspondent of the New York Times,
pointed out that for the visitor, especially a newspaperman, “certain little
things are immediately obvious or ascertainable.” When your telephone at
the Hotel Jaragua is picked up, he asserted, there is the unmistakable buzz
that indicates that it is tapped. “It is known,” he wrote, “that some of the
rooms have microphones in the radio, and a newspaperman has to expect
to be put into such a room. When he sits in the dining room or bar or
any part of the hotel with a low ceiling, it is safer to talk in low voice.”

Matthews added—and very correctly indeed—that a guest of a hotel
“may be positive that his mail and telegrams are censored. At the airport
coming in, a search is made for newspapers and magazines containing
derogatory references to the regime. Time, for instance, has been barred
four times since December (1952 to March 1953).”

Foreign corporations and individuals are not even free to hire their own
employees. Under an Act of Congress every Dominican must get Govern-
ment permission before working for a non-national employer. This law
is double-edged. It, in effect, enables the Government to select a foreigner’s
employees—even his housemaids. It also enables the regime to forbid em-
ployment by foreigners of Dominicans who are out of favor, thus closing
one of the few opportunities of livelihood left to blacklisted families.

Small wonder that under such relentless pressure outsiders conduct them-
selves in the country almost in the manner the helpless nationals do. As a
result, the same wide gap of distrust that divides Dominicans separates
foreigners from one another as well as from local society. Suspecting that
outsiders are always either under Government surveillance or on the re-
gime’s pay-roll, ordinary Dominicans shun them, especially those who
speak their own language. They know that if detected talking with someone
who afterward may commit an indiscretion or make an unwelcome re-
mark, they will be accountable to the police, whether it is their fault or
not. Furthermore, they never know who might be an agent provocateur for
Trujillo under the guise of an inquiring innocent tourist or newspaper-
man. As Dominicans say, “en bocas cerrades no entran moscas” (Flies
do not enter into closed mouths). This is what makes it so difficult for
visiting newspapermen to assess the actual situation within the country.
And so risky at times, it should be added, since the chances are that peo-
ple will report to the police any political questions put to them. Milton
Bracker of the New York Times reported that a question he asked a Do-
minican journalist was known to Trujillo within twenty-four hours.

In a country where guarantees against encroachment on legal rights are
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in practice void, there is little a man can do to look for redress. There is,
to be sure, an elaborate judiciary, since the regime has taken pains to keep
the external trappings of democratic rule. But the judiciary is a mockery
and the judges are trusted hirelings.

However, as Trujillo hates to let people know that he is not loved even
by a handful of “subversives,” political trials are not very frequent. Occa-
sionally, someone is publicly tried as a “Communist”—the preferred po-
litical charge against critics of the regime—but this is done to spotlight
Trujillo’s relentless effort to eradicate the “Red menace.” The great ma-
jority of political offenders are dealt with in other ways. Those who are
not suppressed outright by the military or secret police are accused of
rape, homosexuality, drug addiction, tax evasion, embezzlement, murder
and other non-political acts. Thus, Trujillo can make good his claim that
there are no political prisoners in Dominican jails.

Anyway, inside a jail there is no difference between one kind of prisoners
and the others—all are brutally treated. Discipline in the jails is always
harsh and cruel], although there are few known cases of physical torture
of political inmates. This, however, is due to the fact that not many of the
people thrown in jail are conspirators or possessors of information of any
value. In the cases in which confessions are required the most brutal beat~
ings are administered, as in July 1957 with the members of the religious
sect, Jehovah’s Witnesses. As a rule, however, the Benefactor kills rather
than tortures.

Yet, even without recourse to physical torment Trujillo’s jails are grue-
some enough to break the resistance of any prisoner. The shock of being
torn from their families and placed in vermin-infested cells, usually with-
out any knowledge of the charges, must obviously cause mental torture to
any but the most callous. Threats of hanging and other grisly forms of
death, as well as uncertainty about the fate of relatives and dear ones, is
sometimes enough to accomplish Trujillo’s desired end of assuring future
collaboration from most of the “subversives.” Those with enough will power
to resist are soon converted, through undernourishment and overwork, into
miserable ragamuffins.

3- WERE IT POSSIBLE TO ARRAIGN TRUJILLO BEFORE A WORLD

Court to answer for the crimes he has instigated, the charges would add up

to an indictment so damning that even “the Big One” might well shrink
from attempting a defense at the bar of international public opinion.

No account of the terror tactics of the Dominican regime will ever be

complete without mention of its chamber of horrors. Trujillo’s list of mur-
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ders is endless. In a country where capital punishment was constitu-
tionally abolished in 1924, executions have been perpetrated by the thou-
sands. Yet their exact number will always be a matter of conjecture. The
only one who knows—Trujillo himself since not even his executioners live
long enough to tell tales—doesn’t do any talking.

Intelligent propagandists for the regime stress that Trujillo is “mild”
nowadays and that gone are the days when any enthusiastic trujillista could
shoot without hesitation anyone suspected of opposition to “the Chief.”
It may be that open and brazen murders and other outrages that might
rouse indignation abroad and keep tourist trade away have ceased to be
performed. Nevertheless, every policeman, every soldier, every spy is
still a law unto himself and is authorized to deal arbitrarily and without
fear of punishment with the rest of the population. La 42 has been os-
tensibly licensed, but its remaining members (many have disappeared in
the rough-and-tumble of twenty-seven years of terror) hold high command
in the armed forces, important government posts and even diplomatic rep-
resentations. Perhaps opponents of the regime are not beaten or murdered
in the streets any longer—they are simply removed from sight quietly.

Not all the murders committed in latter days may be classified properly
as political. Occasionally, repression has stemmed from baser motives than
the heated passions of political controversy. Many an innocent person
has been disposed of on account of greed and many a private feud has
been settled in blood. It is a commonplace in the Dominican Republic that
when Trujillo was rounding up the gigantic acreage for which he is now
famous, the land he could not buy from legitimate owners, he acquired
later from their defenseless widows.

One of the most shocking cases of murder for greed was perpetrated in
1947 on the persons of a couple of wealthy refugees, the Austrian Otto
Smolensky and his wife, the Belgian Baroness Marie Louise Smolensky.

The Smolenskys had been living in the Dominican Republic since 1937
on a large farm called El Ranchito, located in the rich agricultural province
of La Vega. In March 1947 La Nacion reported that the bodies of
Otto and Marie Louise had been found in the wreckage of their automo-
bile at an isolated spot on the road between the city of La Vega and
Ciudad Trujiflo. No details of the causes of the accident or the circum-
stances surrounding it were printed. After the scanty original news story
the case was never mentioned by the press, despite the fact that the vic-
tims were prominent in local social circles.

It was, however, a matter of public record that on the day of his death
Otto Smolensky had closed the last of a series of financial transactions
intended to liquidate his holdings in the country, which he was leaving
to take up residence elsewhere, presumably in the United States. On that
date he sold El Ranchito to Virgilio Trujillo Molina, eldest of the Tru-
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jillo brothers, and was paid with a certified check allegedly issued by a
Ciudad Trujillo bank. Upon signing the bill of sale and other documents,
the couple had drawn a large amount of their own cash from their bank
account in La Vega and with the Baroness’s jewelry among their luggage
had set out for Ciudad Trujillo, where they were supposed to take a plane
and fly out of the country.

They never reached the capital city. A few hours after their departure
from La Vega some motorist saw their car at the bottom of a ravine and
reported it to the police. Rescue parties found the bodies of the couple,
but no mention was ever made either of the sums of money or the jewelry
they were known to be carrying.

Listed by the police as an “accident,” the matter was promptly put to
rest. Dominicans, however, were not fooled by the police explanations—
the brief public mention of the “accident” fell into a too well-known pat-
tern to pass unnoticed. Bit by bit, pieces of evidence were dug up and
through the grapevine the real picture took form gradually. The truth
is that when brother Arismendy “Petan” Trujillo Molina, another mem-
ber of the Family, heard that the Smolenskys were going to take the road
loaded with liquid assets, he quickly schemed to retain the loot in the
country. Thereupon “Petan” sent for a group of hand-picked gunmen,
headed by a trusted executioner, José Cepeda, and entrusted to them the
job of intercepting and killing the travelers and robbing them.

Although the hold-up was successfully carried out, Arismendy was not
to enjoy the spoils. When the Benefactor heard of his effrontery, he
summoned brother “Petan” and peremptorily ordered him to hand the
plunder over. His conscience eased by this move of exalted justice, “the
Big One” ordered the case closed. Thus, inquiries made by the heirs of
the Smolensky fortune concerning their legacy in the Dominican Republic
failed to receive a satisfactory answer. No accounting was ever made of
the inheritance. Nor, thus far, have diplomatic representations on behalf
of the Smolensky family produced results. The case was the perfect double-
play: Virgilio Trujillo (whose check was never cashed) to Arismendy
Trujillo to Rafael L. Trujillo.

Sometimes it is not necessary to own property to get oneself disposed
of. Just to know about an act of spoliation may be fatal. In 1945 Dr.
Jorge Alejandro Nin, a young lawyer, perished, according to the news-
papers, in a road “accident” while on his way to take the post of District
Attorney of his home town of Barahona. Also reported dead in the same
accident was the alleged chauffeur of the car, an aggressive leader of the
Drivers Union whose intransigent nature was not agreeable to the au-
thorities. Although known to few people at the time, two days before
the published date of the “accident” Nin had been arrested by secret police
at the law office he shared with another lawyer now in exile in the United
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States. Only a few hours earlier Nin had confided to his colleague that
he was deeply worried. A few days before the police had questioned him
concerning accusations made by an informer. Nin had been charged with
stating at a party that Trujillo had robbed his father’s salt mine in Barahona
province. His appointment as District Attorney came after he had been
arrested.

Sometimes the lives of the intended victims are mercifully spared by
the always “generous” Benefactor. Then they are only accused either of
“communist activities” or of a common crime. Late in 1955 “the Big
One” decided to build a polo field for his sons on someone else’s prop-
erty. Accordingly, he ordered the Government to expropriate the plot of
ground for reasons of “social interest.” Apparently dissatisfied with the
Government assessment, the legal owners of the land dared to criticize it
in front of third parties. Two of them, Enrique Apolinar Henriquez and
his brother Abad, were promptly accused by the Dominican Attorney
General of “communist activities.” Later Enrique was brought to trial and
sentenced to a jail term for the crime of having introduced into the country
an expired ticket of the lottery of Puerto Rico.

The recent attention paid by the American press to Trujillo’s terror has
forced certain changes in the tactics of the publicity-conscious Generalis-
simo. He has become more cautious and sophisticated, and, as a result,
an ever increasing number of political crimes are covered up under the
mantle of accidents or suicides. Today the preferred method seems to be
“suicide for remorse,” whereby a prisoner after “confessing” guilt to a
particular crime states in writing that he is giving up life voluntarily as
a matter of self-punishment.

One of the last instances of “suicide for remorse” with which I had to
deal as editor of a Dominican newspaper was that of Goico Morel, ac-
cused of killing a small merchant under grisly circumstances. Under the
police third degree Goico finally confessed to murder. The next day,
Goico, a nephew of Emilio Morel, one of Trujillo’s early collaborators
who later turned exile, was found hanging in his cell. According to the
police, he left a note saying that because of remorse he had decided to
dispose of his own life. The police, however, did not explain in this case,
or in any other, why the only people with access to pen and paper in a
Dominican jail are would-be suicides.

A thorough examination of Dominican newspaper files will produce
countless examples of news stories, released by the police, dealing with this
type of punishment. So frequent, in fact, is this type of case that I finally
ordered my subordinates at El Caribe to discontinue printing examples of
them. They continued to be printed in La Nacidn.

One of the most peculiar cases of “political suicide” occurred late in
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1949. One morning the police announced that Dominican sailors had
fished out of the muddy waters of the Ozama river, in Ciudad Trujillo, an
automobile belonging to a young physician of American origin, Dr. En-
rique Washington Lithgow. His body had been found inside the car. Fur-
ther investigation, the police asserted, lent support to the theory of suicide.

The truth, however, as ascertained by reputable Dominicans whose
identity cannot be yet revealed, was the opposite. Lithgow, a civilian
cancer specialist at the service of the military hospital, was under police
investigation at the time of his death. He had been accused of confiding
to someone who turned out to be in contact with the police that he had
found out that Trujillo was suffering of cancer and had only two years to
live.

Even though inaccurate, Lithgow’s diagnosis proved to be his personal
undoing. Shortly after his conversation with his confidant he was picked up
by secret police as he was leaving a private clinic where he worked. The
police agents, who were waiting inside his car, drove him off for his last
ride. Twelve hours later his body was recovered from the sticky bottom of
the river. A strange footnote to this case was provided by the Dominican
authorities themselves. Shortly thereafter they issued a certificate of death
by “accident” at the request of interested parties, for the purposes of insur-
ance payment.

Not long afterward, on the morning of June 2, 1950, a truck was found
smashed and burning in a ravine at EI Nimero, on the coastal highway
west of Ciudad Trujillo. In the charred wreckage were the bodies of five
men and an old lady. The wreck was duly reported by Dominican news-
papers as an “accident,” and no details concerning an investigation were
ever released by the National Police.

Missing after the “accident” was the truck’s owner, Porfirio “Prim”
Ramirez Alcantara, commission merchant and brother of Trujillo’s bitter
foe and exile leader Miguel Angel Ramirez, one of the military command-
ers of the abortive revolutionary attempts of Cayo Confites and Luperon.

This “accident” might have remained an absolute mystery, had not the
truck driver survived long enough to talk with a member of the Ramirez
family. Juan Rosario, the driver, asserted that Ramirez’ truck had set out
the night before from Ciudad Trujillo to San Juan de la Maguana with a
load of wheat. The driver was accompanied by Ramirez himself, an alter-
nate driver and three helpers. At the last minute they took aboard another
man and the old lady who asked for a lift.

Four kilometers from the capital they made a routine stop for checking
at a military post. A sergeant demanded that the truck convey six sol-
diers to the bridge over the Nizao river, between Trujillo’s home town of
San Cristébal and Bani a few miles further west. Upon arrival at the
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bridge the truck was surrounded by a group of Army officers and sol-
diers headed by Lieutenant General Federico Fiallo. While the soldiers
pointed their guns at the occupants, Fiallo asked them to step down.

Ramirez was the first to jump out from the truck to inquire about the
display of force. He was attacked with clubs, the surviving witness said.
Apparently the soldiers were under orders not to use firearms, thus to be
able later to simulate an accident. However, Ramirez put up strong re-
sistance to his assailants, An abled-bodied six-footer, Ramirez knocked
General Fiallo down and grabbed a club away from an officer, knock-
ing down with it three other men (one allegedly died). General Fiallo
who was back on his feet finally ordered the soldiers to open fire and
Ramirez fell, his body riddled with bullets.

Since the shooting had not only messed up the original plans of simulat-
ing an accident, but had also been heard by people living in the neigh-
borhood, the soldiers left Ramirez’ body at one side of the road and hur-
riedly took the other occupants of the truck to EI Nimero, an isolated
spot farther down the road. There the innocent bystanders of the freshly
committed crime were beaten to a pulp, drenched with gasoline and
thrown back on the truck. After setting the vehicle on fire the soldiers
dumped it into the ravine.

Badly wounded, the driver Rosario somehow managed to pull him-
self from the burning truck. After the soldiers left he crawled to the road
and dragged himself several miles from the carnage. Finally he found a
parked truck, whose driver, not knowing the nature of his “accident,”
agreed to take him to the nearest hospital in the city of Bami. There,
Rosario lived long enough to tell the tale of the fateful night and, for-
tunately enough, to a physician, brother of his employer, Dr. Victor
Manuel Ramirez, who, advised by the professional grapevine, reached the
hospital several steps ahead of the secret police. Rosario’s life could not
be saved. As soon as the police caught up with his sensational escape they
appeared at the hospital and, though rather belatedly, they disposed of
him right then and there.

These were not the only victims of the mass murder. One of the as-
sailants, a police sergeant named Alejandro Menéndez, happened to be a
friend of Dr. Ramirez. Bothered by conscience he went to see his friend
and not only told the story of the night before but warned the doctor re-
garding further attempts against the life of other members of the Ramirez
family. Apparently as one of the participants in the crime the man was
being closely watched by the police, because, upon return to his precinct,
he was arrested. The same night his body was delivered to Mrs. Menéndez.
She was told that her husband had hanged himself with his own tie.

Thereupon the whole Ramjrez family took refuge in foreign embassies
and eventually escaped from the country. With them they brought out the
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gruesome story, which Dominican exile organizations used to file an offi-
cial protest with the United Nations. In the bill of particulars the Do-
minican Army was charged with willfully ambushing and massacring Por-
firio Ramirez and his companions, a fact the Government denied.

As the exiles had asked a formal U.N. investigation on the ground
that it was a violation of human rights, the Benefactor decided to play
safe. He demoted General Fiallo and quietly made some of the lesser
executioners disappear. Furthermore, he put his trusted aide at the dis-
posal of the Attorney General for indictment, when and if necessary.

Fiallo’s disgrace did not last long. Soon Trujillo reassured himself that
nothing would come out of the exile’s protest to the United Nations and
he appointed the former General to the Cabinet post of Secretary of
Public Works. (Later Fiallo was restored to the Armed Forces with the
rank of Colonel, Chief of the National Police.)

These, nevertheless, are simply a few of an endless series of incidents.
They are individual, isolated cases. This, however, does not mean that
Trujillo is not capable of mass slaughter as well.

One of the worst massacres of Dominican underground opponents took
place in 1949 at the time of the abortive revolutionary attempt known as
the Landing of Luperon.

This revolutionary movement had been planned in close cooperation
between a main exile organization and important sectors of the still partially
organized underground. By means not yet clear, Trujillo managed to plant
as a sort of liaison officer between the two plotting groups one of his
stooges, the late Captain Antonio Jorge Estévez.

Jorge, who a few months later was going to meet death in Cuba in a
new attempt to perform espionage work for the Dominican Government,
provided the Generalissimo with all manner of details about the forth-
coming uprising. Knowing beforehand the revolutionists’ plans, their pro-
spective landing points, the strength of their forces and the identity and
location of the internal resistance groups, all Trujillo had to do was sit
and wait. Airtight plans were made in advance to meet the forthcoming
emergency and to ruthlessly suppress not only the invasion forces and
their allies but also all groups and individuals who were on the lists of
recalcitrant opponents of the regime.

Upon hearing on the night of June 19, 1949, of the landing of a PBY
plane with a revolutionary party on board in the coastal town of Luperon,
Trujillo set in motion his machinery of repression throughout the country
and in a matter of hours hundreds of political suspects, whether con-
nected or not with the plot, were killed or imprisoned. Although the offi-
cial communiqué about the happenings on that night of the long knives
mentioned only the names of two civilian casualties—Fernando Spignolio
and Nando Suarez—it is a well-established fact that in the opposition
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stronghold of Puerto Plata alone executions were counted by the hundred.

Long after the revolutionary attempt had been crushed the secret police
was still rounding up alleged plotters. The mass executions seemingly had
the intended effect since it was years before any organized resistance to
Trujillo was to break out again. Even the last reported attempt against
Trujillo’s dictatorship, in June 1956, is still a baffling mystery to discern-
ing Dominicans. Although not a word was printed by the local press a
news story leaked out through Dominican censorship to the effect that
the Generalissimo had narrowly escaped assassination. According to these
press reports which originated in Washington, a purported plot to blow
up the Benefactor and his entourage during the inaugural ceremonies of
the new Church of the city of Moca had been uncovered and had misfired
at the eleventh hour.

A bomb had been planted, it was asserted, in the Church which Tru-
jillo was scheduled to visit. However, shortly before zero hour one of the
plotters lost his nerve and tipped off the authorities. Several arrests were
made and the bomb was quickly removed.

To date the details of the plot remain mysterious but reliable Domini-
can sources feel inclined to believe that the plot was conceived by Tru-
jillo himself and hatched by his agents provocateurs in an effort to bring
about a favorable climate for the ruthless suppression of the increasing
number of discontents, who were getting too bold in their criticism of the
rampant inflation and extravagant spending in the World Fair. In the
manner typical of trujillismo right after the discovery of the plot a press
campaign of insults was carried out against those whose names had been
associated with the abortive attempt, particularly a youthful lawyer named
Dr. Rafael Estévez Cabrera and other members of his family. Estévez was
called a “professional thief” and “arsonist,” and a letter to the editor of
El Caribe bluntly accused his fiancée, a member of an aristocratic family
from Santiago, of being pregnant as a result of illicit sex relations with
the lawyer. Other members of the family were accused of murder and
other common crimes. Thus far, all efforts to ascertain the whereabouts
of the male members of the Estévez family have met with failure.

Trujillo does not limit the application of terror to his own fellow citi-
zens. “The Big One” has been responsible for the suppression of the lives
of several citizens of the United States. Two Puerto Ricans have met death
during the Era of Trujillo: Eduardo Colom y Piris and Juan N. Miranda.

The best known of the two cases is that of Colom y Piris, since docu-
ments pertaining to the investigation conducted under prodding of the
U.S. State Department have been published in the collection of papers
entitled Foreign Relations of the United States. This American national,
then 18, was arrested April 29, 1933, in San Pedro de Macoris by Lieu-
tenant Sindulfo Minaya Benavides, of the Dominican Army. The Puerto
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Rican youngster had been accused by a police spy of having spoken dis-
respectfully of President Trujillo. No one ever heard of him again, but
according to an affidavit sworn by his mother (who visited prisons and
government offices for many days in order to discover the fate of her son)
the boy was shot om May 1, 1933. Puerto Rican press reports quoted
Colom’s mother as stating that appeals to the U.S. Consul in Santo
Domingo brought only general assurances that her youngster was safe.
The case, however, aroused such an intense public outcry in Puerto Rico
that strong diplomatic pressure was exerted upon the Dominican Govern-
ment in an effort to get a satisfactory explanation.

Under pressure by the State Department the Dominican authorities
finally came out with an explanation: Lieutenant Minaya, the alleged
author of the murder, had been arrested and would be brought to trial
soon. They, of course, denied all political implications but shortly after-
ward informed the U.S. Legation in the Dominican capital city that
Minaya had been shot “while attempting to escape” from the San Pedro
de Macoris prison. The U.S. Government was by no means satisfied with
the bland explanation and kept the heat on Trujillo until the Dominican
Government agreed to assume responsibility for the crime and made a
diplomatic settlement. Consequently the mother of the murdered boy re-
ceived a $5,000 indemnity.

Trujillo, on the other hand, got away with impunity in the case of Juan
Miranda. The latter, a long-time resident of the country, where he was
highly respected and had worked both as a teacher and a farmer, was
murdered by a group of soldiers in his residence in Barahona province,
shortly after the killing of Colom. Miranda’s case did not arouse as much
attention as the previous one, probably because the unfortunate professor
did not have a living mother. No diplomatic representations were ever
made that I know of, and the whole affair soon sank into total oblivion.

A few years later the international character of the gangster-style op-
erations of the Generalissimo was to be clearly underlined again by the
cold-blooded assassination of an American clergyman: Reverend Charles
Raymond Barnes, Minister of the principal Episcopal Church in the Do-
minican Republic.

An affable man, Barnes had performed his religious duties in the coun-
try with charm and understanding, becoming in the process well-known
and liked by Protestants and Catholics. He had converted his church, lo-
cated on one of the main thoroughfares of the city, into a center of civic
activities in a way the Trujillo regime has always frowned upon.

On the morning of July 27, 1938, Barnes—who as a bachelor lived
alone in a house mext door to the church—was found dead, lying in a
pool of blood, in the middle of his own bedroom. The discovery of the
minister’s body, shot and badly beaten, was made by his maid when she
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came to work. The crime caused consternation within Dominican society
and a chill of horror struck the foreign colony.

Without awaiting for a diplomatic representation, the Dominican au-
thorities announced at once that they were opening a thorough “investi-
gation.” The Government solemnly asserted that the majesty of the law
would be upheld and the culprits punished. Shortly afterward the alleged
author of the crime was produced. According to the police reports he was
the minister’s house-boy, a Puerto Rican named Diaz.

The police told the press that upon his arrest Diaz had confessed kill-
ing the clergyman because the latter had made homosexual advances.
Through the ensuing trial Diaz stuck to his story and the Court found
him guilty of the charge of manslaughter and sentenced him to a prison
term. Diaz was then sent to jail, never to be seen again.

The real story behind Barnes’s murder is one with sinister political
overtones. It seems that Barnes had smuggled out of the country a few
letters, addressed to friends and relatives in the United States, giving
vivid accounts of the massacre of Haitian peasants ordered by the Gen-
eralissimo a few months earlier. Inadvertently, Barnes sent part of his
correspondence by way of the regular Dominican mail service. Intercepted
by the trujillista postal offices the letters were turned over to the secret
police. Upon reading the minister’s mail, Trujillo ordered his military aides
to bring Barnes to his presence at his country retreat of Hacienda Funda-
cion, in San Cristébal.

What happened during the fateful interview only God and Trujillo
know. Barnes, however, came out of the conference a condemned man.
The details of Barnes’s actual liquidation remain buried under a maze of
contradictory versions which place the execution either on Trujillo’s farm
or in the victim’s home. Also a mystery is the seemingly willing con-
fession to the murder by the house-boy. The theory that Diaz was, in all
likelihood, bribed with the offer of a large sum of money coupled with
the promise of freedom within a reasonable length of time seems plausible.
However, if that was the case, Diaz paid dearly for his foolish greed.

The story of the Reverend Barnes did not end with the conviction of
the Puerto Rican house-boy. Already shielded by the travesty of justice,
the Dominican newspapers soon afterward showered upon the late clergy-
man all manner of libelous accusations.
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]- ON THE SUNNY MORNING OF AUGUST 15, 1957, cIupAD
Trujillo’s George Washington Avenue was the scene of the most brilliant
military pageant ever staged by the Dominican Armed Forces. Although
announced as part of the program of festivities on the occasion of “little
brother” Héctor’s second inauguration as President of the Dominican
Republic, the parade of more than 30,000 men was really in honor of
“big brother,” the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces, Generalis-
simo Dr. Rafael L. Trujillo, who stole the show from his puppet.

For three hours regulars and conscripts passed in review for the bene-
fit of foreign diplomats and military attachés, distinguished visitors from
other lands, high Dominican officials and a throng of several thousand
citizens. From a couple of comfortable reviewing stands (one especially
reserved for the Generalissimo and a handful of relatives and selected
aides), the guests of honor admiringly observed the martial bearing of
the trim soldiers and marines marching by with impeccable precision.
Flattering comments followed the passing of the superbly trained infantry
regiments; the tight chugging ranks of the motorcycle scouts; the mobile
antiaircraft guns; the efficient transportation and communication units; the
field artillery and the scores of lumbering tanks. A few miles off, deep in
the restless Caribbean Sea, more than twenty units of the powerful Do-
minican Navy maneuvered, while overhead the frightening drone of the
potent engines of the British-made jet planes (Vampires) and other air-
craft of the Air Force deafened the audience. A large part of the impres-
sive array of equipment was American, inherited during and after the
Second World War or bought from third parties. (Part of the American
fighter planes were acquired from Sweden, and it was recently announced
that the Dominican Government was closing a ten-million-dollar deal with
Japan for the transfer of American Sabre Jets.)
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However, few of the foreigners watching this colorful, elaborate dis-
play of force were aware that almost none of the erect, spruce draftees
mingling with the well-trained, hardened professional soldiers knew how
to fire the rifles they were carrying. Trujillo who likes to boast of an army
of more than 100,000 men, does not dare to teach his soldiers to shoot.
For Dominican conscripts (compulsory military service has been in force
since 1947) basic training is limited to drilling. “The Chief” knows that
if it is necessary he can always complete the unfinished job of training his
soldiers in a few weeks. “At any rate,” a high ranking Army officer ex-
plained to me, “we have enough combat-ready professional troops to hold
down any front for a good many days.”

The tough, cunning Generalissimo was taught early by his Marine tu-
tors that the most effective way to ensure absolute obedience is to take
away from the people the means of attack. Trujillo carried the principle
to its logical conclusion. In army garrisons outside the capital, for exam-
ple, stocks of ammunitions are always kept low. Not only are draftees
almost entirely ignorant about weapons, but civilians are not allowed to
carry arms of any kind. Even high Government officials are not permitted
to own a gun without special authorization. People sometimes “get lost”
after being accused of illegal ownership of a pistol.

Even though the conscripts exhibited by Trujillo in parades are not real
soldiers, the regular armed forces are known to be strong enough to defeat
singlehanded any combination of two other neighboring military forces.
The Dominicans are so far ahead of their closest neighbor Haiti that there
is hardly basis for comparison. Apart perhaps from Venezuela, the
Dominican Republic has the best-trained, most powerful armed force in
the Caribbean.

The real strength of Trujillo’s military establishment is a closely
guarded secret, but few doubt that if pressed Trujillo could make good his
boast of putting 100,000 men on a war footing. Still, the best available
data show a standing army of about 14,000 men. Another 60,000 have
received a seventeen weeks course in basic military training. According
to Nanita’s biography of Trujillo, the “selective service carries on its rolls
the names of 467,704 citizens (between the ages of eighteen and thirty-
five) who freely volunteered to register.”

The comparatively huge size of the Dominican Army can hardly be
related to any danger from outside. This extravagant military might would
be of limited if any value in the event of a nuclear world war. Under the
existing inter-American peace arrangements and safeguards against ag-
gression it would be of doubtful value even for a localized conflict. Its
major function—as is the case with other Latin American armies—is in-
ternal rather than external.

The Dominican Navy has a strength of 3,000 men and thirty-four com-
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bat and auxiliary vessels, including two former British Navy destroyers
and several Canadian-built frigates and corvettes. The importance of Tru-
jillo’s naval power is brought into sharp focus by the fact that the Do-
minican Navy is bigger than the Mexican and could easily overpower
any other naval force in the area, with the exception of Venezuela’s. This
disturbing situation has not been overlooked by the United States. In order
to restore at least a semblance of balance of military power in the region,
America has been forced at times to encourage limited-scale armament
races.

Although himself an Army man, Trujillo has always shown a marked pre-
dilection for the Navy. “The Chief” seems to derive a particular satisfaction
from playing the role of Admiral of the Fleet. As such he is frequently photo-
graphed wearing a naval uniform. When some particular problem irks
him, the Generalissimo takes to the sea and thoughtfully strolls on the
bridge deck of the Angelita, once famous in American society columns
as Mrs. Joseph Davies’ Sea Cloud. There is also the presidential yacht
Presidente Trujillo, a converted frigate, considered one of the most
luxurious ships afloat.

The sole glorious feat of the Dominican Navy is the capture of El
Quetzal. This ship, a former U.S. landing craft, set out on July 25, 1951,
flying the Guatemalan flag, from the Cuban port of El Mariel with a
cargo of avocado trees for Puerto Livingstone, Honduras. Four days later
she entered the Dominican naval base of Las Calderas escorted by one of
Trujillo’s warships.

For over three weeks nothing was heard of El Quetzal. Then hell broke
loose. On August 24, the Cuban press front-paged a sensational story:
Dominican warships in an unprecedented act of contemporary piracy
had “captured” the ship in Cuban waters and her captain had been
tortured to make him say that he had gone to the Dominican Republic
voluntarily. Almost simultaneously the Dominican newspapers hailed
with banner headlines an official statement reporting that Lieutenant
Pedro Alfredo Brito Baez and First Machinist Nelson Alcides Brito
Salomén had returned to the country and reported to serve in the Do-
minican Navy, after completing a tour of duty as Trujillo’s naval intelli-
gence agents in Guatemala and Cuba. With them they brought EI Quetzal
in an effort to prevent her being used in “subversive activities” against
the Dominican Republic. The other nine crew members (six Cubans, three
Guatemalans) had been interned pending trial in Dominican courts.

El Quetzal had a strange story. Bought in 1947 by Dominican revolu-
tionists and baptized El Fantasma (The Phantom), she had, after several
close escapes from American and Cuban authorities, taken part in the
abortive invasion of the Dominican Republic from Cuba known as the
“Cayo Confites affair.” In the only naval action of that ill-fated revolu-
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tionary adventure, EI Fantasma had intercepted and captured off the
Cuban coast the Trujillo-owned sailing boat Angelita (not to be confused
with the Generalissimo’s yacht of the same name nor with a cargo ship
mentioned at the time of Galindez’ disappearance). When the Cuban
army broke up the invasion before sailing off for Santo Domingo, El
Quetzal was seized and subsequently taken to the naval base at El Mariel.
Three years later she was returned to her legal owner, the exiled Domini-
can leader Miguel Angel Ramirez. This devolution to Ramirez was a
corollary of a Cuban-Dominican settlement, worked out through the media-
tion of the U.S. Ambassador to Cuba, Robert Butler, whereby the Angelita
went back to Trujillo. After reconditioning his boat, Ramirez registered
her under the Guatemalan flag and planned to start a shipping business.
Trujillo, however, held a personal grudge against this particular ship, be-
cause of her previous activities. Tipped off by his Chargé d’Affaires in
Cuba, Dr. Felix W. Bernardino, about the date and itinerary of El Quet-
zal’s maiden voyage, the Benefactor saw an opportunity to even the score.

While still in Cuban waters El Quetzal was met by a Dominican squad-
ron, under the personal command of Admiral César de Windt Lavandier,
Chief of Staff of the Navy. The surprise operation was executed so quickly
that Brito was captured without time to finish a radio message to the Cuban
authorities, warning of the presence of Dominican warships.

Lest someone should doubt the authenticity of their printed story, the
Dominican authorities produced Lieutenant Brito at a local press con-
ference. He appeared in a brand-new white uniform. I attended the con-
ference as a correspondent for the Associated Press and International
News Service and vividly recall him—calm and poker-faced—recounting
how, having completed the secret mission entrusted to him by the Do-
minican Navy, he had “voluntarily” decided to surrender the ship to his
country’s Navy. He also said that he had grown tired of serving “interna-
tional communism,” although the reasons for this apparent contradiction
with his other statements were never explained. At the time Brito did not
show signs of having suffered physical torture, but it is generally under-
stood that, despite his seemingly candid statements to the contrary, he did
not have any part in the betrayal of El Quetzal. Obviously, after his cap-
ture he was convinced that should he play ball with Trujillo, his own life
and the lives of numerous relatives held as hostages would be spared.
Upon publication of Brito’s story the Cuban newspapers changed their
tune and bitterly accused him of having always been a secret agent sent
to spy on Dominican exiles in Guatemala and Cuba.

Whatever the truth is, the Cuban Government promptly instructed its
diplomatic representative in Ciudad Trujillo to intercede for the Cuban
nationals. So did the Guatemalan regime through the Uruguayan Govern-
ment, since normal diplomatic relations with the Dominican Republic
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had been interrupted a few years before. However, direct negotiations
failed to produce results. The Cuban Government then decided to put the
dispute up to the Inter American Peace Committee of the OAS. As it
turned out, the Guatemalan Government of Jacobo Arbenz failed to press,
for reasons not clear, the matter of the ship’s illegal capture. Conse-
quently the dispute was limited to the treatment and final disposal of the
Cuban and Guatemalan nationals imprisoned by the Dominican Republic.
What followed was a bitter, involved, inconclusive judicial wrangle. In
the interim the Cuban Chargé d’Affairs left his post in Ciudad Trujillo
and went home because, as officially reported in the Cuban press, Tru-
jillo gave him a thorough personal dressing down, studded with profanity
and insulting remarks about the then President Carlos Prio Socarris.

Meanwhile the Dominican courts were busy. First they condemned EI
Quetzal’s crewmen, including the Britos, to thirty years in jail for sub-
versive activities. However, the contradiction between the court’s stand
and the official version that secret agent Brito had turned over the ship
of his own volition soon became a source of much embarrassment. There-
upon a Court of Appeals reversed the original decision, acquitting the
two Dominican sailors, who were also promoted in rank by the Navy.
Finally Trujillo acceded to the release and deportation of the foreign
crewmen. El Quetzal and the Britos were kept by the Benefactor. No one
knows the whereabouts of the Britos, but it is very doubtful that even
Trujillo could now produce them for another press conference.

Today the most powerful-—and the youngest—of the services is the
Air Force, with more than one hundred combat and training planes, at
least one-third of which are jets. A corps of some 3,000 élite troops, in-
cluding motorized units, stationed ten miles outside the capital city, at the
San Isidro base (considered one of the most complete and efficient bases
in the Caribbean area) rounds out the offensive power of the Air Force.

The impact of U.S. military aid may be plainly noticed in this branch
of the services, trained and practically created by Americans as it is. Ever
since the Dominican Republic entered into a Mutual Assistance Pact with
the United States in 1953, Dominican Air Force personnel have been
learning to fly, shoot, drill, and even think American-style. A team of
American advisers has been close to the Dominican Air Force Chief of
Staff, Lieutenant General Rafael L. Trujillo, Jr. So close, in fact, that
there was a widespread supposition that Trujillo, Jr., had become a
“captive” of his American counselors, at that time led by an aggressive
U.S. Air Force Colonel named Samuel Hale. Moved by these rumors the
Generalissimo stepped in and appointed an Acting Chief of Staff of the
Air Force in May 1957. Young Rafael was shipped with the rank of
Colonel to the United States to study at Fort Leavenworth, and Colonel
Hale was quietly removed from his highly sensitive post; but American
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influence is more marked in the Air Force than in any other branch of
the service. The Army, for instance, is being trained by a group of
Spanish officers who arrived in the country early in 1956.%

By treaty rights Trujillo does not have trouble getting arms from the
United States, but he wishes, nevertheless, to be self-supporting in this
matter. His five-million-dollar small arms and ammunition factory,
Armeria E.N., assures a permanent source and leaves a surplus for export.

The arms factory idea sprang from a diplomatic incident back in 1945,
when Spruille Braden was Assistant U.S. Secretary of State for Latin
American Affairs. On November 29, 1945, the Dominican Government,
through its Ambassador in Washington, Emilio Garcia Godoy, asked the
State Department for an export permit to obtain an exorbitant quantity
of arms from Winchester. A month later, on December 28, 1945, Braden
handed Garcia Godoy a note with an added aide-mémoire. The latter
made these points. It was impossible to see why the Dominican Govern-
ment wanted so many arms unless it intended to use them against a
neighbor or its own people. It was the policy of the United States to co-
operate fully only with governments that were freely elected. Democracy
did not exist in the Dominican Republic either in theory or in practice.

Trujillo was taken aback by this complete about-face by the State De-~
partment, considering its usually nice behavior toward his government.
Denied the right of lawfully buying arms in the United States, the Bene-
factor resorted to smuggling. Soon the American authorities were on his
tracks. In Augusta, Ga., Karl J. Eisenhardt and three others went on trial
in Federal District Court, charged with the theft of machine guns from a
United States Army depot in April of 1947. The FBI had also discovered
that planes purchased by Eisenhardt from the War Assets Administration
had turned up in Ciudad Trujillo without the required export licenses.
Eisenhardt, who had been a special adviser to the United States Embassy
in Venezuela during the war (he resigned under a cloud), told the court
that the stolen machine guns had been bought and paid for with money
“belonging to the Dominican Republic,” for the purpose of “repelling
invasion.”

In the meantime Presidents Furico Gaspar Dutra, of Brazil, and Juan
D. Perén, of Argentina, had extended a helping hand to their friend in
need. In Brazil alone Trujillo bought seven million dollars’ worth of am-
munition and equipment. Alarmed by the size of such purchases, the
left-of-center Government of Venezuela, then involved in a bitter feud
with Trujillo, charged that these large quantities of military supplies were
destined to further the ambitions of Venezuelan exiles gathered in the
Dominican Republic. A formal note of protest was filed with the Brazilian

1A significant fact is that after young Trujillo’s removal, a group of Dominican
air cadets have been sent to France to study.
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Foreign Minister, who promptly dismissed the whole issue with an un-
convincing explanation. No heavy armaments were involved, a Brazilian
Foreign Office spokesman said, and the weapons had been sold with the
understanding that they were to be used only for internal police pur-
poses. Though Venezuela was not convinced by this explanation, Trujillo
retained his arms.

The game went on endlessly, and it was a costly one. The stage was set
when Alexander Kovacs, a mysterious Hungarian refugee, appeared in
Ciudad Trujillo with a very appealing scheme. He offered Trujillo the
establishment of an arms factory to manufacture, among other weapons,
a light machine gun whose patent he controlled. No mean businessman
himself, Trujillo immediately saw the immense possibilities of the proposi-
tion. The factory was promptly erected in Trujillo’s hometown—San
Cristébal. Kovacs and his beautiful, young platinum-blonde wife, Rose,
became prominent members of official circles, lavishly honored by the
Dictator with titles, medals and wealth.

For almost three years the plant was operated by Hungarian and Italian
technicians (recruited after careful screening by Kovacs himself) under
the utmost secrecy, disguised as a “zipper factory.” The common workers
were Dominican soldiers. Local people in the know used to call it the
“candy factory.”

Gradually the secret leaked out. The biggest bang occurred when a
young Hungarian employee named Gyula Kemeny escaped in June 1950
and took refuge in Cuba. Upon arrival in Havana he made grave charges
against the Trujillo regime, which, he said, kept Italian and Hungarian
workers under conditions reminiscent of those existing in the infamous
labor camps of Siberia. He asked for an investigation by the United
Nations agency dealing with refugees.

According to Kemeny, the majority of the workers employed at the
Armeria were being kept on the job against their will. Kemeny said:
“They are prisoners because they cannot leave Sam Cristébal and cannot
receive or send letters.”

Describing the plant, Kemeny said that some 800 or 1,000 light ma-
chine guns were made each month under the Italian Bereta patent. Also
some heavy machine guns were manufactured as well as a large number
of accessories for German Mauser rifles. He talked about impending plans
to produce large quantities of rifles, since “one of Hungary’s most famous
inventors and manufacturers of rifles” had just arrived in Ciudad Tru-
jillo. The Hungarian added that the plant had a German-made smelter
and that at least part of its output was packed for mysterious shipments.

Upon publication of Kemeny’s story in the New York Times, the Do-
minican government at once replied, charging the Hungarian with being
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a “communist spy” who had been “discharged from the arms factory for
that reason.” The arms factory was too solid a fact to be denied.

Nowadays Trujillo can buy all the arms that he wants from foreign
sources, but he keeps the factory going anyway—ijust in case. With the
years the Armeria has become one of the most impressive show windows
of Dominican military might, and a must for visiting American generals
and admirals. The Hungarian and Italian technicians live under much bet-
ter conditions, although complaints are not unheard of. Lately the Arme-
ria has invaded the field of normal business, and gone into the manufacture
of barbed-wire and air-conditioning equipment. Imports of barbed-wire
were severely curtailed by official decree, and the purchase of such an ar-
ticle in foreign countries was subject to licenses issued by Armeria’s direc-
tor, Major General Alexander Kovacs. The air-conditioning units are sold
under the trade-mark of “The Benefactor.” These unorthodox activities
have given rise to the question of ownership. Though this is not clearly
established, the factory appears to be government-owned. At least its ex-
penditures are listed in the Dominican government budget.

How can a small and relatively poor country support such a military
establishment? The answer is simple. From the outset the regime has dedi-
cated the largest single item of its budget to military considerations. Their
allowance has increased with the years, both in absolute amount and in
relative importance. Of a total budget of $122,728,500 for 1956-57, the
armed forces were allotted $28,685,110.87, or almost twenty-five per cent
of the Government expenses. This sum does not include money set aside
for the purchase of heavy military equipment, such as planes, ships and
tanks. Such inventories are never published. Nor does it include the mil-
lion dollars which~—according to the well-informed Washington Post—the
Dominican Republic was scheduled to receive in military aid from the
United States during the same fiscal year.

2' THE GLARING CONTRAST BETWEEN THE DIRE POVERTY OF
the masses and the prosperity of the military caste is one of the distinctive
features of the Dominican Republic under Trujillo.

The military are the pampered children of the regime and no effort is
spared to keep them happy and ready to hold down the people. They en-
joy all kinds of economic benefits. Officers’ pay is relatively good and, by
hook or crook, the majority manage to become gentlemen farmers. Their
homes are among the most luxurious in the capital and other important
towns. Jobs are fairly secure, promotions rather swift, prestige and power
almost unlimited, and opportunities for graft are many and various. Many
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of the most lucrative offices in the Administration, such as the General
Directorship of Customs, have been at one time or another in the hands
of soldiers. As a result, the military have evolved into a sort of arrogant,
contemptuous aristocracy.

Creatures of Trujillo’s creation, however, even the highest ranking
officers, are not allowed to forget that they owe rank, social position, wealth
and successful careers to the magnanimity of the Benefactor. They are not
permitted to become influential in their own right or to form dangerous
cliques. Every now and then, fearing his bully boys are becoming too
big for their breeches, Trujillo shakes up the structure of command. After
one of these clean-ups it is not at all unusual to see the former head of the
Navy serving as chief of the police, or a former lieutenant general func-
tioning as a colonel. About fifty per cent of the officers above the rank of
colonel are either related to “the Chief” by blood or marriage or are
cronies from the old Constabulary, but, kin or no kin, friend or no friend,
Trujillo doesn’t trust them very far,

The military’s standing as a class, however, has not always been so
high in the Dominican Republic. Once upon a time, writes Abelardo R.
Nanita, “being a soldier was like having the plague.” The state of the
Army was one of “perennial shoddiness, disorder, filth and chaos.”

Sumner Welles writes in Naboth’s Vineyard that the Dominican military
forces had never merited public confidence, much less popular respect.

Even Nanita admits that the “troops were recruited from among the
dregs of society and were for the most part unemployed farm laborers, pro-
fessional idlers, or village bullies without any education or social contacts
with their fellowmen, who had not yet acquired any habits of cleanliness
and personal hygiene.”

This description shows well the conditions the American occupation au-
thorities had to cope with when they began to organize a Constabulary, in
preparation for an eventual withdrawal. To be sure, the Military Gov-
ernment strove hard to eradicate the ancient Dominican idea of military
duty. They sought to replace it with a new concept of the function of mil-
itary forces. Along these new lines, great efforts were devoted to the crea-
tion of a nonpartisan Constabulary, trained in the theory that it would be
a corps solely concerned with the execution of the law and removed from
politics.

In the process the Americans ran into unexpected, serious difficulties.
Drafting privates was a relatively easy task, but it was found to be almost
impossible to recruit officers. Due to a deep-rooted sense of pride—and
to a natural repugnance to collaborate with occupation forces—educated
Dominicans refused to join the Constabulary (Policia Nacional Domini-
cana). Only hardened thugs and slum hoodlums applied for induction.

The elements of danger in such a situation soon showed themselves
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openly. The nonpartisan force envisaged by its creators failed to material-
ize. Under the lenient eyes of President Horacio Vasquez, the American
dream backfired badly. Three years after the Marines’ withdrawal the well-
trained, well-organized National Army they had left behind had fallen
under the absolute control of an ambitious, unscrupulous officer, deter-
mined to use the techniques learned during his period of training with the
American forces as a means to satisfy a long-repressed hankering for un-
restricted personal power.

Lacking the deterrent of a long-established military tradition, Trujillo
could easily develop the force into a docile agent of his boundless ambi-
tion. Adroit manipulation of the commissioning of officers, as well as of
promotions, allowed the General to pack army rosters with people en-
tirely acceptable to him. Rigid internal discipline was enforced and officers
were not permitted vacillations in their pledges of personal loyalty to Tru-
jillo. The few officers who showed any independent strength of character
were separated from the service. Yet, as long as their loyalty was unwaver-
ing, the faithful were given security and protection, even to the point of
protection from prosecution in cases of common crimes.

A short time after Trujillo took over the presidency, he set out to assert
the privileged position of the Armed Forces. The military were lavishly en-~
dowed with prerogatives tantamount to those of an occupation Army. Natu-
rally, they became arrogant. Then and now soldiers are cocksure and cer-
tain of the importance of the military caste. Even privates look down upon
the entire civilian population as potential lawbreakers. When a soldier fights
a civilian, the former is usually right. In the rare instances in which a sol-
dier is tried for an offense against a civilian he is always brought before
sympathetic military jurisdiction.

To stamp the seal of respectability upon his army, Trujillo induced in
1931 a group of scions of aristocratic families to join as second lieutenants.
It may be assumed that at the same time “the Chief” wanted to inflict one
more humiliation upon the same people who, a couple of years before, had
scorned Army officers, including Trujillo himself.

Trujillo’s triumph over the aristocracy was short-lived this time. Forced
to abandon their former style of living, the young socialites found them-
selves unfitted for military careers and, one by one, left the Army within a
short time. By 1956 only one of them was still in active service, Colonel
Salvador Cobidn Parra, and even Cobiidn was marked for oblivion. On
November 1 of that year, the United Press belatedly reported from Ciudad
Trujillo that Colonel Cobidn (wrongly listed as still holding the job of
Chief of Dominican Intelligence) and his civilian subaltern Andrés Avelino
Tejada “killed each other in a duel.” The story added that the duel was
fought, according to close associates of both men, “over personal mat-
ters.” The Dominican newspapers, however, never mentioned the alleged



THE ARMED FORCES 141

duel. In their October 28 issues, both La Nacién and El Caribe printed
the story of Colonel Cobidn’s death, “yesterday at midday,” as if it was the
result of natural causes. Reading the local press it is impossible to find even
a passing reference to Mr. Tejada. For domestic purposes he did not
exist. For the same reasons Cobidn’s funeral was an elaborate state affair
with President Héctor Trujillo and high government officials in attend-
ance. Though absent, the Benefactor sent a tribute of flowers. Adding to
the general confusion over the affair, Dominican newspapers had printed
on the day of the Colonel’s death the full text of a presidential decree,
effective October 26, appointing the notorious “hatchet man,” Lieutenant
Colonel César Augusto Oliva Garcia, to be Cobidn’s successor in the post
of National Security Chief. There the matter rested for months.

Then, to deepen the mystery, the U.S. State Department, in a diplo-
matic note addressed to the Dominican Foreign Office on March 12, 1957,
pointed its finger towards Colonel Cobidn. The Colonel, said the State De-
partment, was one of the high Dominican officials with whom the Amer-
ican flyer, Gerald Lester Murphy, had been very well acquainted, while
Murphy was serving as a pilot of the Trujillo-owned Comparsita Dominicana
de Aviacién. All this has given rise to pointed questions, still unanswered
and perhaps unanswerable: What did Cobidn know about the Galindez
disappearance? What kind of connections did he have with Murphy? Why
was he demoted first and then killed? Who was Tejada?

A happier story, thus far, is that of another member of the group of
draftees to which Cobiédn belonged. Porfirio Rubirosa took advantage of
the opportunity to launch his remarkable career as an international lover.
While serving in the Army, Rubirosa met and married Trujillo’s daughter,
skyrocketing himself into wealth and international intrigue. Since then
Rubirosa has been very close to the Benefactor, as well as his son Rafael,
enjoying privileges few Dominicans have ever dreamed of.

Trujillo, however, did not lose hope of converting his unruly soldiery
into a refined social élite. Throughout the years there has always been
a heavy sprinkling of uniforms at official social events. Still, the Armed
Forces officers apparently have not yet learned how to conduct them-
selves in society. Five years ago, Trujillo’s birthday party was an all-out
military affair to which civilians were not invited. The National Palace was
the scene of a brilliant formal ball, to which commissioned officers in full-
dress uniforms took their beautifully gowned wives. Three days later El
Caribe printed a story—written at the National Palace—stating that the
distinguished guests of the Generalissimo had stripped the mansion of all
its silver and table linen. “There you have the reason why civilians were
not invited,” the cynics commented.

Endowed with special privileges, the military practically do as they
please, provided, of course, they do not show political ambitions of their
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own. They do not recognize authority other than Trujillo’s. Wherever
there is a military commander, the civilian authorities are relegated to a
subordinate role. Although forbidden by the Constitution to engage in
partisan politics (they are barred from the voting booths) army officers
are always photographed presiding at political rallies and other ceremonies
organized by the Dominican Party.

Finding the doors of political aggrandizement closed, at least for the
time being, smart officers usually employ their energies to achieve easy
financial advancement. Graft is widespread. Officers’ salaries, though not
low by Dominican standards, are supplemented by other sources of income,
especially “gratuities” from private citizens interested in furthering illegal
schemes. There are influential posts of command that can be used to shake
down businessmen and exact tribute from them. Up to the time Trujillo
himself took control over the whole industry, these posts were mainly lo-
cated in the vicinity of sugar mills. The managers of the American sugar
properties used to pay army officers what was called an iguala or monthly
fee, in return for “labor peace,” protection against certain governmental
inconveniences and other significant favors—such as “bumping off” po-
tential trouble makers! Short of fixing taxes (the only thing Trujillo does
not allow anyone to tinker with) there is practically nothing the “sweep-
ing boys,” as the military men are privately called, cannot do for their
protégés. The amount of the igualas collected by these self-styled indus-
trial peacemakers goes from a few hundred to several thousand dollars, ac-
cording to the kind of services rendered.

“Protection” for gambling establishments and houses of ill-repute makes
up, outside Ciudad Trujillo, another sizable source of income for com-
manding officers. In the capital, “protection” is monopolized by one mem-
ber of the family: Captain Romeo “Pipi” Trujillo Molina. Gambling,
though illegal—save for the National Lottery and a few chartered casinos
—is allowed to thrive for the benefit of the military class.

Trujillo and his family find in the Armed Forces still another supple-
mentary source of income. They employ Army personnel, not only on
guard duties in their homes, farms and other properties, but also for menial
labor. Army enlisted men drive the trucks (sometimes Army property) at
the sugar plantations owned by Trujillo. Soldiers take care of the cattle
herds and stables at Hacienda Fundacién and other farms of Trujillo’s.
Free Army driving is provided for all the Trujillos and no house is ever
built by them without the help of the Army’s Corps of Engineers.

The most coveted post in the Armed Forces is that of Quartermaster
General. Two years at this post—that is the usual time allowed to each
officer—is enough to make its holder rich, even after splitting the spoils
with President Héctor Trujillo. (According to reliable information—and
my own private experience—ten per cent of every Armed Forces finan-
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cial transaction must be set apart for brother Héctor. When EI Caribe
bought, in June 1955, a folding machine from the Army printing shop, I
had to pay ten per cent in advance. The Quartermaster General graciously
declined his share as a token of friendship.)

A letter printed in El Caribe on January 3, 1956, gives an idea of the
magnitude of this graft operation. The letter, never answered or denied in
any manner, charged former Colonel Perdomo with stealing $2,000,000
while serving as Quartermaster General. Cited as source of the informa-
tion was one who should know—a former Quartermaster General—DBrig-
adier General Méximo (“Mozo”) Bonetti Burgos.

Theoretically, the military are forbidden to engage in business activities
while on duty, but many officers are active partners or shareholders in
profitable business ventures. Their favorite fields of investment are real
estate, service stations, transportation, and farming. The last is consid-
ered the most suitable investment, since the officers can always count on
using convicted criminals as farm-hands. Iromically enough, this sort of
modern slavery is highly regarded by its victims. Convicts like to be sent to
the officers’ farms as presos de confianza (trusties), for there at least they
have the chance of getting nourishing food. (It is known that out of the
twenty cents a day normally allowed by the Government for a prisoner’s
food, Pedro V. Trujillo Molina receives an eight-cent cut. There is also, of
course, the cut the officer directly in charge of the jail takes.)

No business deal is too small for the top brass. The current Chief of
Staff of the Navy, Rear Admiral Rafael B. Richardson, was once tem-
porarily dismissed from service after being publicly charged with selling
Navy footgear to civilians.

Why does such a supposedly rigid disciplinarian as Trujillo condone
these corrupt practices? Or, at least, why has such a great monopolizer
not monopolized graft for himself?

Aside from the fact that he once engaged in such endeavors—and still
does occasionally—Trujillo finds them highly convenient as a means of
keeping, under threat of punishment, guilty officers tied to his regime.
Trujillo’s careful study of the character and behavior of his underlings
has convinced him of the urgency of maintaining on the statute books the
prohibition against engaging in business ventures, Whenever an officer
falls into disgrace, “the Chief” unearths his subaltern’s crimes and lets the
sword of the law descend upon the head of the guilty one. Though pos-
sibly belated, the punishment is usually lethal.

In March 1956 Dominican courts gave a thirty years’ stretch at La
Victoria to a former army major named Segundo Manuel Imbert, who
only a few years before had been riding high in the northern part of the
country as Trujillo’s favorite trigger boy. Imbert had been indicted, along
with a group of “veterans,” for the murder, nine years before, of a minor
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leader of the Sugar Workers Union. Although his co-defendants pleaded
guilty to the charges and the depositions of a long array of witnesses for
the prosecution provided damaging evidence against him, Imbert, with
contemptuous detachment, denied the crime. Luis Espinosa (the hanged
union leader) he said had committed suicide. But, murder or suicide, the
case, as unfolded in court, told an almost unbelievable tale of collusion
between law-enforcing officers and the otherwise respectable officers of a
large private corporation to block a $100,000 claim Espinosa was pressing,
on behalf of the sugar workers, against the then American-owned Cen-
tral Montellano. It was not explained during the trial why, with so much
evidence against the culprits, the authorities waited so long to act.

The security of Trujillo’s regime must rest on some mass-power factor
~—if not a highly specialized political police force or parliamentary organi-
zation, then the armed services in general. Being a military man Trujillo
has chosen the latter, though not completely discarding the other alterna-
tive. Making the military the instrument of his terror was facilitated by
the fact that, as an inheritance from the Constabulary, the Dominican
Armed Forces are legally empowered with police duties and are con-
sidered both the guardians of external sovereignty and of internal order.
(This explains why officers always carry side arms, even when off-duty, a
thing that strikes foreigners as an unnecessary display of force.)

From the outset of the regime Army officers have been guilty of the ma-
jority of the political crimes committed against Trujillo’s foes. The present
top brass is almost fully made up of notorious hatchet-men whom the
people identify with murder, thuggery and corruption. The Army as a
whole bears part of the responsibility for the horrible massacre of 15,000
Haitian peasants in October 1937, as well as for less well-known atroc-
ities against the Dominican people.

Soldiers, however, can derive other pleasures from their careers than
killing political opponents. For instance, those officers who like to travel
can always get assignments to missions abroad. Sometimes, the post of
military attaché is used as a sort of gilded exile for officers in disgrace.
(Until July 1957, Captain Homero Lajara Burgos, a former Rear-Admiral
and Chief of Staff of the Navy, served as Dominican Naval Attaché in
Washington. Lajara’s habit of writing home about matters in general—over
the Ambassador’s head—did presumably finally cost him his sinecure.)

Ever since he succeeded in grabbing power, “the Chief” has been ap-
prehensive that somewhere in his military set-up there is a latter-day
Rafael ready to do to him what he did to Vasquez. For this reason he is
continually pulling the carpet out from under his subordinates. Under
Trujillo’s stern eye constant reshuffles make certain that no one will ever
have enough influence to build a following of his own.

Military officers fear—as much as civilians—the letters to the editor



THE ARMED FORCES 145

section of El Caribe. Following the appearance of such letters, usually
charging officers with improper conduct and behavior unbecoming to
their lofty status, “investigations™ are opened and as a rule the accused
ones are acquitted by their fellow officers. Occasionally, however, some
officer marked for punishment is dismissed under a cloud. The action is
announced in pompously worded communiqués from the Defense Depart-
ment. Invariably, the alleged culprit is back in uniform a short time later.
(It is considered dangerous to keep these characters unemployed for long
periods.) This method of punishing now and forgiving later is another of
the Machiavellian devices used in keeping the people off-balance. Knowing
that at any moment the Benefactor can throw the crumbs of forgiveness
in their direction, the chastised officers and officials patiently wait the
moment of pardon. Their will-power broken, they have no alternative but
to wait in abject submission.

One can repress but not entirely suppress human ambitions. Whatever
his other accomplishments, Trujillo has not yet found a way to uproot such
human frailties as greed and longing for power. Several times “the Chief”
has been forced to ruthlessly suppress movements, even conspiracies, di-
rected against him from within the Armed Forces. Luckily for him, for
one reason or another, none of these plots has ever advanced beyond the
preparatory stage. On each occasion, punishment has been administered
quickly and without mercy. There have been cases of civilian conspira-
tors—even participants in plots to kill the Generalissimo—whose lives
“the Chief” spared for reasons of his own. Equal clemency has never been
shown to members of the Armed Forces.

Even though always ending in disaster, the list of military plots is im-
pressive. Among the earlier military conspiracies, and perhaps the best
known of them all, was the one led by Colonel Leoncio Blanco. This man,
a perfect specimen of the hoodlum-officer of the old Policia Nacional
Dominicana, had caught Trujillo’s eye for his bravery, ruthlessness and
cruelty. Promotions were fast for Blanco and soon after Trujillo took
power the Colonel was assigned as military commander of the wealthy
Barahona Province near the Haitian border. The post assures control over
the lucrative gambling operations in the region’s vast sugar plantations.
A seemingly inexhaustible flow of money came in those days from the
smuggling of Haitian laborers across the border. (American sugar mill
operators paid ten dollars, to be divided between Trujillo and Blanco, for
each one of the several thousand sugar cane cutters illegally brought into
the country every year at harvest season.) Merely a sideline for Blanco
was the income from the contraband of large quantities of highly-prized
Haitian rum.

What happened next is not clear, but after a brief visit to Barahona in
1933, Trujillo suddenly had Colonel Blanco relieved of his post, trans-
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ferring him to a subordinate position at the Ozama fort in the capital.
There, it was thought, the Colonel could be closely watched. Whether
Blanco was already plotting when Trujillo demoted him, or whether his
disgrace was due to Trujillo’s jealousy upon hearing some shouts of
“Long live Colonel Blanco” during his visit to Barahona, is part of the
mystery. In any event, late in that same year rumors started along the
grapevine that Colonel Blanco, Brigadier General Ramén Vésquez Rivera,
a former Chief of Staff of the Army, and other officers had been placed
under arrest.

Apparently, only by sheer luck bad Trujillo discovered in time a well-
organized plot against his life, headed by his former favorite, Leoncio
Blanco. The Colonel, it seems, had the setting all ready for a daring coup.
He had enlisted the help of a large group of Army officers, all of whom
proved faithful to their pledges to the bitter end. However, despite all
the precautions and safeguards, a fatal mistake was made by none other
than Blanco himself. Fearful that Trujillo might escape on his personal
yacht, Blanco conceived the idea of winning Captain Andrés Julio Monclis,
the ship’s commander, to his side. After listening to the Colonel, Monclis
agreed to lend a hand—but only in case Trujillo took refuge on his yacht.
Ten minutes later Colonel Federico Fiallo (one of the most dreaded of
Trujillo’s henchmen) came to the yacht looking for Blanco in a hurry.
Thinking the plot had been discovered and that Fiallo was seeking Blanco
to arrest him, Monclds’ nerves failed and, without being asked, he spilled
the beans. Though his interest in Blanco at the moment was for quite a
different reason, Fiallo took Monclis with him and both tattled to Tru-
jillo. “The Chief” swiftly closed in.

Within minutes Blanco was thrown in jail and subsequently murdered.
General Visquez Rivera, who seemingly was not an active participant in
the plot (though he had heard about it and did not report it), was spared
this time. Separated from the service, Vasquez was sentenced to five years
in jail, then pardoned and sent out of the country as Consul General in
Bordeaux, France. Recalled later, he was imprisoned, and in 1940 it was
announced that he had committed suicide in his cell at Ozama fortress.
The other officers implicated in Blanco’s conspiracy were shot, with the
exception of Rafael L. Trujillo Martinez’s godfather, Major Anibal Val-
Iejo, at that time Chief of Staff of the new Air Force. Though badly tor-
tured Vallejo was magnanimously pardoned by the Benefactor and re-
leased from prison. Later he was named to a position in the Public Works
Department as Inspector of Roads Construction. One day it was an-
nounced that the former Major had met death at the hands of a group
of Haitian squatters, during one of his inspection tours near the border.
Then the long hand of the Generalissimo reached out for practically every
member of the Vallejo family, who were shot or stabbed to death within
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a short period. To Anibal’s widow he gave a job in the Labor Depart-
ment.

For all practical purposes Blanco’s plot is the biggest military “inside
job” Trujillo has had to cope with, but one that was far more significant,
at least for ruthlessness in dealing with it, was the so-called “tank detach-
ment” conspiracy.

Organized in 1946 by an ambitious young officer who had studied
abroad, Captain Eugenio de Marchena, the conception of this plot was
fairly simple. While passing in review during military exercises which the
Generalissimo was expected to attend, the tank under Marchena’s com-
mand was supposed to blast the presidential stand away. Shortly before
zero hour, someone talked. A few hours before the parade, Trujillo
clamped down on Captain de Marchena and his men. The whole tank
outfit—sixty men in all—were silently transferred to isolated outposts on
the Haitian-Dominican frontier in the small towns of Pedernales and Loma
de Cabrera. Not long after they had taken up their new posts, the con-
spirators were stabbed to death, all on the same day. Only Marchena was
not killed on that occasion. Held as a prisoner and taken from camp to
camp as an example to other officers, he was executed a year later.

It is a soldier, a noncommissioned officer, to whom Dominican folk-
lore attributes the status of Trujillo’s Public Enemy Number One. The
saga of the legendary sergeant Enrique Blanco (mo kin to the Colonel)
is a story Dominican countrymen pass around in whispers. Sometime
during the middle Thirties, Blanco, a sort of Robin Hood, impelled by an
inordinate hatred for Trujillo created a one-man reign of terror against the
Army. For months this elusive one-man revolution kept hundreds of sol-
diers on a war footing in the rich agricultural zone of the Cibao valley.
Only when all the Blanco family and hundreds of farmers had been
butchered in reprisals, did the Army manage to drive to suicide the fear-
less sergeant. The soldiers who did not dare to get close to this man
while still alive, for fear of his deadly marksmanship, took his body with
them through the streets of several towns and villages, displaying it on a
truck. Blanco’s almost incredible feats are kept alive in the words and
music of a merengue known by many but sung by none.

Probably there is as much discontent within the Army as there is in
other walks of life, but the Blancos, de Marchenas and Vallejos seem
merely forsaken names tossed long ago on the scrap heap. The military
are as well-tamed as the rest of the Dominicans and they are much more
frightened.

Still, if there is a faint ray of hope, it must be looked for in the Armed
Forces. Of course, nothing can be expected from the generals (of which
the Dominican Army has a larger number comparatively than any other
army in the world); they are so enamored of their wealth and property,
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and too involved to be trusted. Moreover, they are so afraid of popular
vengeance that they dare not risk any change.

However, not all the officers, especially the younger ones, are seasoned
hoodlums or illiterate underworld characters, haunted by fears and bur-
dened with crimes. Among the newer promotions are men who, under
other circumstances, would have behaved as decent human beings. They
cannot feel proud of themselves. It is our hope that whenever the country
as a whole turns against the regime, as is bound to happen, these younger
officers will meet the challenge and help with an orderly tramsition to a
popular, representative form of government.



CEeEEeE

THE DOMINICAN PARTY

“IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC,” RUNS A WELL-KNOWN JOKE, “ANY
number of political parties may exist, subject to one condition—that one
party is in power and the rest campaign from jail.” The one on top is
Trujillo’s own party—the Partido Dominicano.

This joke indicates the degree of political freedom existing in the coun-
try. The Dominican Constitution’s elaborate bill of rights to the contrary,
this is a modern one-party dictatorship. Unlike its Soviet counterpart,
however, the Partido Dominicano is not an integral part of the State and
does not run the country.

Outwardly, the Partido Dominicano looks like the political party of a
free nation. But a careful examination reveals such resemblance to be
purely accidental. First, despite its seemingly democratic structure, the
Party is only a subservient instrument of Trujillo’s will. Second, lacking
a genuine popular foundation, the Party does not have to cater to the elec-
torate with platforms and promises—it just tells the people how and when
to vote. It also tells them how to behave in the presence of its Supreme
Chief (Jefe Supremo): Generalissimo Trujillo. “Pause before the Su-
preme Chief with chest uplifted and right hand on heart” instructs a notice
published on September 23, 1937, by the then Chairman of the Party,
Daniel Henriquez Velazquez.

Popular cooperation is not one of the things Trujillo craves, nor does
he look with favor on any genuine political interest on the part of the
masses. However, the rank and file are of tremendous use for the Party,
particularly at the frequent parades and “spontaneous” demonstrations
staged to glorify “the Chief.” On occasion the Party membership is
herded into convention halls to rubber-stamp Trujillo’s decisions. These
meetings are held to give a smattering of democracy to the Party’s pro-
cedures, but in reality the delegates are confronted with a bizarre set of
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rules that make it impossible for them to disagree with “the Chief’s”
wishes. “The Dominican Party demands from its members loyalty, en-
thusiasm and discipline and consecrates and proclaims the principle of
the Presidential reelection,” states Article 5 of the Party’s Charter. Ac-
cording to Article 43, Trujillo has the exclusive right to appoint the
Party Chairman and all paid employees of the organization; to authorize
all Party expenditures and exercise the power of veto on Party resolutions,
object to Party candidates and punish disloyalty. His authority as Supreme
Chief is “undiminishable and untransferable,” says the same article.
Article 27 states that the Party’s Executive Board “cannot dispose of any-
thing which conflicts with the decisions of the Supreme Chief.” At least
four other articles make no bones about where the final judgment on
Party matters rests and assure that Trujillo’s will is final and that only his
voice can be heard on Party councils. Accordingly, despite the Party’s
elaborate by-laws and its large bureaucracy, nothing is ever done with-
out Trujillo’s approval. “The Chief” not only lays down the political line
—he has to be consulted even on minor administrative details. The situa-
tion is particularly obvious in financial matters. Only “the Chief” keeps tabs
on the financial records of the Party, which are never the subject of pub-
lic reports. Apart from a few close associates of Trujillo, no one in the
Dominican Republic has ever seen the Party’s balance sheets, a fact that
makes it one of the most private political organizations in the world.

This fabulous political party has been in existence since 1931. Founded
by Trujillo shortly after his first inauguration to cut short the wavering
coalition rule brought about by the downfall of the Vasquez regime, the
Partido Dominicano soon monopolized the country’s political activities.
In order to expedite his Party’s task, Trujillo dissolved, absorbed or pro-
scribed all other existing parties.

Once “the Chief” had uprooted the influence of the old chieftains, he
entrusted the Party with the mission of spreading the new gospel of zru-
jillismo. Its Charter stressed as a main function “to sustain, propagate
and put into effect the patriotic creed of its founder (Trujillo).”

Within a year of its creation the Party claimed control of 80 per cent
of the electorate. Not an extraordinary exploit considering the favorite
method of proselytizing: to throw the recalcitrants in jail and leave them
there until they had signed up. This original method of recruiting has
since given way to more subtle ones, but the Party has not grown weaker
with the passing of time. On December 31, 1956, its enrollment showed
a total of 1,452,170 members. As reported in the 1957 annual Conven-
tion, 55,889 persons joined the organization during the preceding year.

Membership figures include males as well as females, since the Party is
open to all Dominicans over 18 years of age. After Trujillo’s extension of
the suffrage to women in 1942, the Party established a separate feminine
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branch and hence all its lists of candidates for elected posts have con-
tained a sprinkling of women. The feminine element, however, has never
been of much consequence in Party affairs and the separate set-up did not
last long. Gradually, the women’s section merged into the main body
of the Party and currently is another of its regular bureauns. The distinc-
tion of heading this particular bureau has fallen upon a bevy of Trujillo’s
private procuresses. Yet, not all of its heads fall into such category. The
present incumbent is Mrs. Amada Nivar de Pittaluga, a nice, fat lady,
whose main qualification for the job is close kinship to one of the Bene-
factor’s most durable favorites—Lina Lovatén Pittaluga.

Apart from a faint, brief challenge by the extreme left in the middle
forties, the Dominican Party’s monopoly has gone undisputed in the
political field. Even this short period of competition was fomented by Tru-
jillo himself. Late in 1946 Trujillo arrived at a deal with the Cuban Com-
munists and, as a result, a group of exiled Dominican Red leaders re-
turned from Cuba and other countries to form the Partido Socialista
Popular (communist). Though hitherto both parties in this strange deal
have kept secret its details, there are grounds to believe that Trujillo had
promised free reign to the Reds inside the labor movement, in exchange
of the latter’s assurances of mild political opposition.

Why did Trujillo indulge in this risky game? This has been an enigma.
Those who know point out that the Dictator had a two-fold aim in mind.
On one hand, he wished to present the brand-new Partido Socialista Pop-
ular as an example that political freedom existed in the country, and, on
the other, he sought to prove that only the despised Communists were in
opposition to him. Eventually Trujillo outlawed the PSP.

The wind of post-war liberalism had not yet blown itself out. So, in
deference to vogue, Trujillo resolved once again to set aside his highly
successful one-party system.! With recent bitter experience still in mind,
Trujillo settled for an alternative—the creation of “opposition™ parties of
his own.

The appropriate signals were then given to chosen collaborators. “No
sooner said than done” and two new parties came into existence—the

1] have refrained from mentioning the so-called Partido Trujillista. Hitherto no
one knows the reasons behind the organization of this party but in preparation for
the 1942 elections the Dictator entrusted his personal dentist, Dr. Jose Enrique Aybar,
with the job of forming this political group. Apparently the Partido Trujillista was
never meant fo be a rival political organization, but rather a club of the political élite
within the framework of the Dominican Party. Its only active drive was an alleged
“depuration” or purge campaign conducted through a group of University students
known as the Guardia Universitaria (University Guard). Cabinet members and other
high officials went through the humiliating experience of being questioned by young
University students abont their personal loyalty to “the Chief.” After the purges
were completed almost everyone was a member of both parties, which then pro-
ceeded to nominate Trujillo for President. After the common victory at the polls the
new party promptly folded up.
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Partido Laborista (Labor Party) and the Partido Nacional Democrdtico
(National Democratic Party).

Decidedly, the three-party system was a smash hit. Overnight the
Dominican Republic became a safe “democracy” and Trujillo could show
his own “loyal opposition” to visiting journalists. Quietly the parties held
what amounted to private conventions and their lists of candidates were
made public on March 31, 1947. The Dominican Party as expected nom-
inated Trujillo for President. Then everybody retired to the sidelines to
wait for election day. The labor candidate, however, almost derailed the
smooth scheme. As head of the Labor Party’s ticket there had been chosen
a Francisco Prats Ramirez, a member of the Dominican Congress for
the Partido Dominicano, who just a few months before had composed a
lyrical birthday stamp for the Benefactor. The pre-clectoral campaign was
quietly proceeding as scheduled without unnecessary speeches or appeals
to the voters, when it suddenly took an unexpected turn. Prats Ramirez
had forgotten himself and signed with other fellow Congressmen a peti-
tion favoring Trujillo’s reelection to a fourth term. Though the slip caused
a lot of official embarrassment it did not influence the electoral returns.
A pro-Trujillo landslide was announced on May 16—"“the Chief” was in
again with 92 per cent of the vote. (The Dominican Party was officially
credited with 781,389 votes, the National Democratic Party with 29,765
and the Labor Party with 29,186). Nevertheless, Dominicans were not
through with their “opposition” candidates. The announcement that Mrs.
Consuelo Prats Ramirez, wife of the defeated Labor Party presidential can-
didate, had won the only labor seat in Congress provoked a sharp com-
ment which speedily spread throughout the country. In Spanish “consuelo”
means “consolation.” So Dominicans consoled themselves by calling the
newly elected Congresswoman “Mrs. Consolation Prize.”

Though successful, the experiment has not been repeated. The “opposi-
tion” parties were promptly buried. So deeply buried that four years later,
in 1951, when an American journalist asked the Chairman of the Par-
tido Dominicano about the country’s political system, the Dominican poli-
tician scratched his head in a vain effort to remember the names of the
alleged opposition parties. “He (the Chairman) called in an assistant who
likewise scratched his head in vain,” wrote Theodore Draper in The Re-
porter. “It took a little research outside the office to produce the informa-
tion. ‘They are so small, they do not count,” Sefior Tolentiono (the Chair-
man) explained good-humoredly.”

Always a scrupulous observer of the letter of all Constitutional canons,
Trujillo would not think of disregarding the electoral provisions of the
Dominican Magna Charta. To help affix the sanction of the people’s ap-
proval to Trujillo’s power, the Party still provides hand-picked lLists of



THE DOMINICAN PARTY 153

candidates. However, in recent elections all pretense at democratic pro-
cedure has been thrown overboard and the “frujillista” ticket is always
rewarded with 100 per cent of the vote. “Not even dictators such as
Hitler or Stalin, Mussolini or Franco would have dared to announce such
unanimous results,” wrote Jesds de Galindez.

Yet, even for rigged elections people need advice. As election time ap-
proaches, the Party’s propaganda machine is put to work telling the con-
stituents how to vote. Since no one in his senses would ever contradict the
official Party’s directives, the job is not difficult. Without much electioneer-
ing (usually a few newspaper articles and a handful of rallies are enough)
the Party achieves wonderful results. In the elections for members of a
Constituent Assembly held on November 13, 1955, all the votes cast—
1,182,455—were attributed to the Dominican Party passive candidates.

In preparation for the 1957 presidential elections the Party conducted
another of its peculiar campaigns. First, it went through the ritualistic pro-
ceeding of offering the nomination to the Generalissimo who with the air
of a demigod refused it. (His 28-year-old son, Rafael, Jr., was not avail-
able either for the Vice-Presidental slot.) On “the Chief’s” recommenda-
tion the Party turned then toward the faithful and obedient incumbent
Héctor B. Trujillo, who agreed once more to play the puppet. For the re-
cently recreated post of Vice-President the selection fell upon Dr. Joaquin
Balaguer, a mild-mannered, soft-spoken intellectual with a long record of
service to Trujillo. Reasons for the Vice-Presidential selection are not
clear. However, in a formal statement addressed to the Party the Gen-
eralissimo stressed the point that he was choosing Dr. Balaguer because
of his desire to reward a deserving youngster. Cynics state that at 52
Balaguer is hardly a youngster. But Balaguer, they recall, is the author of
an adulatory paper entitled “God and Trujillo,” which he read at a for-
mal session of the Dominican Academy of History.

The electoral campaign was not a lively one. Neither Héctor nor his
running-mate delivered a single speech, nor, for that matter, did any of
the candidates for elective posts. Party organizers and professional agi-
tators were put in charge of the electoral chores. There were huge parades
and rallies, and much speech making. However, any one unfamiliar with
the Dominican political scene would have been misled into believing that
the man up for election was the Generalissimo. All the rallies, all the
speeches, all the banners, all the slogans featured him. Only secondarily
were the candidates mentioned. It did not make any difference. Last May
16 practically the entire adult population—the halt and the blind in-
cluded—poured into the booths to elect the Dominican Party ticket.

The Party’s card is part of every Dominican adult life. Official docu-
ments such as applications for passports, for import or export licenses,
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for marriage licenses, for certificates of good conduct, for enrollment at
the University, all have a line in which the applicant must fill in his
membership number and date of affiliation with the Party.

Membership in the Party by itself does not guarantee employment.
Patronage is Trujillo’s exclusive prerogative and one of his most adroitly
employed weapons. Not even minor local offices escape “the Chief’s”
personal grasp. Moreover, in this, as in many other matters, there are
no set rules. The Generalissimo’s whims are as much of a deciding factor
as the aspirant’s record of loyalty to the Party. Trujillo guards so jealously
this prerogative that to handle patronage he has several special aides, who
are in no way connected with the Party organization.

Occasionally the Party swings over the heads of its members the club
of expulsion. Cautiously administered in the past, the punishment is now
employed with increased frequency. The most recent victims have been
several former close associates of the Benefactor, whose personal dis-
pleasure they had provoked. Usually the disciplinary action has no perma-
nent effects. After a certain length of time a pardon is granted and “the
Chief” graciously welcomes the disciplined members back into the fold.
But, before securing parole and therefore the possibility of regaining their
means of livelihood, the alleged culprits are forced to recant most abjectly.
Their letters confessing past errors and political sins are printed in full in
the newspapers as an example for all. Then the Generalissimo magnani-
mously grants the requested absolution. The Benefactor’s gesture is usually
accompanied by flattering editorials written in the National Palace.

Trujillo is a lover of eulogies. To feed his hankering for praise the
Party has been converted into a ready-made instrument of adulation. A
great deal of money, time and effort is spent by the Party to keep up the
continuous flow of adulatory literature which feeds Trujillo’s ego. Radio,
television, newspapers and loudspeakers work in a concerted effort, sell-
ing Trujillo’s “glorious achievements” to his weary fellow citizens and
to the world at large as well. The Party sponsors all kinds of literary ven-
tures to present Trujillo in a favorable light. These are the activities which
have earned for the Party a special mention in the newest Trujillo Con-
stitution as a “vehicle of culture.”

Part of the Party’s propaganda activity is, likewise, the staging of gi-
gantic mass rallies. Cooperating in full force with the Party along this
line always can be found Government departments, schools, labor unions,
civic groups, social clubs, chambers of commerce, Rotary Clubs, Masonic
Lodges, religious associations, farmer groups and Boy Scouts. On such
occasions the speakers” platform is shared by the pick of the trujillista sup-
porters. As a rule the oratory is channeled toward adulation for “the
Chief.” Sometimes, however, the speakers shower abuse on those in the
political doghouse. Their “traitorous” activities “against the Fatherland”
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as well as their alleged “communistic” leanings are denounced with gusto,
particularly since the speakers know that if they do not put enough
vehemence in their attacks they are liable to be accused of “lacking in
trujillista fervor”—an unpardonable crime. It should be added that often
today’s accuser is tomorrow’s accused, and vice versa.

On the sidelines the Party performs still another important task. It
gathers information about every living soul in the Dominican Republic.
With the purpose of giving a helping hand to the official secret police
agencies, the Party keeps in its files complete records of the private and
public life, background, habits, personal character and political leanings
of each Dominican citizen of any importance and of foreigners residing
permanently in the country. Based upon data collected by informers,
the dossiers contain unevaluated and unsupported evidence compiled from
rumors, malicious gossip and plain hearsay.

For its gossip-gathering activities the Party hires a large number of
people. Its paid informers are called “inspectors.” Other undercover
agents work on a part-time basis; still others spy just for fun. To encour-
age the latter sort, the Party spreads the word that what they call “good
services” are well rewarded. Yet, the bulk of information comes from the
servant class. To keep going this valuable source of information the Party
organized several years ago a so-called “School of Maids.” Located at
the Ciudad Trujillo headquarters this informer’s training center operated
for several years disguised as a school for “domestic science and home
economics.” It was discontinued about five years ago when the Party au-
thorities discovered that its “graduates” were subject to a nation-wide
unorganized boycott. Participants in this really spontaneous movement of
silent protest were not only foes of the regime but also some of its best
friends and collaborators. After all, no one likes to be spied on!

Aside from being the watchdog of the political and personal mores of
its members, the Party is also a kind of guardian angel, spending a modi-
cum of its takings on charities, always performed in “the Chief’s” name.
Each donation, such as a sewing machine for a poor widow or a wooden
leg for an indigent invalid, is accompanied by a kind letter supposedly
straight from the Benefactor. The newspapers receive lengthy releases
praising the Generalissimo’s “proverbial generosity,” which they run some-
times accompanied by photographs of the *“grateful, lucky beneficiaries.”
As a result, Trujillo is deluged with requests, ranging from sets of musi-
cal instruments (usually granted) to barber’s chairs (sometimes denied).

Supposedly to carry out this and similar programs, the Party has assured
itself of a regular income of several million dollars a year. An idea of the
size of the Party earnings might be gathered from the fact that, aside from
the contributions it exacts from its members in business, it has been re-
ceiving since 1931 ten per cent of the monthly pay of each person on the
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Government’s payroll. This tithe, bringing over $2 million a year, is auto-
matically deducted and turned over to its treasury.

Moreover, the Party has been engaged for years in highly profitable
business ventures. Though no one knows for sure what happens to the
loose change, it is assumed that at frequent intervals the money collected
by the Party is transferred from its treasury to Trujillo’s own personal
pockets. Otherwise, after 26 years of successful operations, the amount
of liquid capital in the Party’s treasury would be staggering.

Orne thing Trujillo’s stern eye has not prevented is corruption in the
Party’s bureaucracy. As in other branches of the regime, the Party officials
receive cuts and commissions from the people dealing with them, from
printing shops to office equipment suppliers. Stories of corruption in the
Party appear frequently in the newspapers. R. Paino Pichardo, one of its
last chairmen, was fired from his post at the beginning of 1956, after the
press printed charges of malfeasance of funds set apart for the Party’s
building at the International Fair.

Even if the Party does not wield real power, it is conspicuously present
everywhere. Its modernistic quarters, worth in excess of $3 million, are
a prominent feature of 54 cities and towns across the country. These
buildings, with the organization’s royal palm insignia prominently dis-
played, are usually the best and most comfortable in each locality. Called
“Party Palaces,” they are easily recognizable since, apart from small varia-
tions, they look much alike in all cities—they are copies in minor scale
of the sumptuous national headquarters in Ciudad Trujillo. Their common
characteristic: the same gleaming white stucco fronts and the identical
quotations from Trujillo’s speeches in raised letters. Carved in each
palace’s fagade, in big, glittering characters, is the slogan of the Party:
“Rectitud, Libertad, Trabajo, Moralidad.” (The words have been chosen
not for their meaning but for the reason that their first letters from the
initials of Trujillo’s complete name: RLTM.) Also adorning the palace’
fronts are such Trujillo’s sayings as: “Mis mejores amigos son los hombres
de trabajo” (Workingmen are my best friends), and “No hay peligro en
seguirme” (There is no danger in following me).

Each first floor is arranged for the normal business of the Party—
offices, reception halls and auditorium. The latter is particularly impor-
tant because one of the Party’s main activities is the so-called “conferen-
cia” or compulsory indoctrinating one-night course on Trujillo’s patriotic
deeds. The second floor is another thing. Few ordinary party members
have ever set foot on them. There are luxurious living quarters in them,
always ready for the boss to use. Access to them is forbidden even to local
chieftains. For trespassing many a man has lost a sinecure.

Real estate, however, is not the Party’s main business. It is a fact
that its investments in all business were reported to exceed $6 million
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in February 1957. One of the Party’s exclusive provinces was until fairly
recently a broadly-publicized social welfare program—the giving away of
free milk and shoes to the needy. Actually, while receiving all credit for
this piece of political charity, the Party not only was not putting a cent of
its own in but was making money. The funds to carry out the program
were provided by the Dominican Government. The milk, in its turn, was
bought from Trujillo’s dairy monopoly (Industrial Lechera C. por A.) and
the shoes from the Dictator’s own shoe factory (Fadoc). Furthermore, a
few years back the Party was active in building houses for low-income
families. Again the Government provided the funds and the Party made
the profits on the sales of the houses. The Party also provides medical
care for ailing elders and sick children—in the Government’s hospitals
and at the State expense. These are just a few of the ways in which Tru-
jillo exploits the rich possibilities of combining business and philanthropy.

The Party likewise has done well for itself in straight business ven-
tures. Its investment specialities are publishing houses (it once owned
outright the daily La Nacién and was until 1954 the second biggest stock-
holder in El Caribe); but its tentacles reach out to other fields according
to Trujillo’s desires. (Recently it provided the capital for a vegetable
growing corporation in the mountain resort of Constanza.) All Party fi-
nancial investments are sure bets. When a business is not profitable
enough, it is promptly unloaded. As a money-making proposition the
Dominican Party is certainly a unique institution and perhaps the only
political organization in the world operating at a profit. But the Party’s
earnings represent only a minor part of Trujillo’s income.



SIS

MATERIAL PROGRESS

]- ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL PARTS OF THE TRUJILLISTA
propaganda is that which deals with material progress and the develop-
ment of the country’s natural resources. With the help of long columns of
statistics, Trujillo’s eulogists do not miss an opportunity to show that
Dominicans never had it so good before and that Santo Domingo is one
of the most progressive and wealthy countries of Latin America.

The Benefactor himself, as is shown by his own statements, revels in
long accounts, usually written by his own press agents, of the “prodigious
strides” made under his personal guidance to achieve the splendid trans-
formation of the country from a backward tropical hell-hole into an ad-
vanced modern nation.

There is much truth and much mere propaganda in these glossy ac-
counts of progress. It would be childish to deny that, for better or worse,
“the Big One” has played an important role in the latter-day economic
development of the nation. But, while Trujillo’s share in spurring eco-
nomic advances has been overemphasized by his propagandists, for ob-
vious reasons the selfish motives behind Trujillo’s economic policies have
been overlooked by his partisans and left in the hands of his enemies. The
resulting lack of balance in the different approaches makes it another
of those things concerning the Benefactor in which it is almost impossible
to achieve objectivity.

There are, to be sure, enough proofs to show how much the standard
of living has improved throughout the country under Trujillo’s rule. It is,
however, too early to assess properly the lasting effects of Trujillo’s so-
called enterprise, imagination and resourcefulness upon the future course
of Dominican progress. Trujillo’s economic policies are seemingly aimed
at granting ample incentives to the enterprising spirit of business, but as
in practically everything else the Benefactor has been often guided by
expediency and self-interest.
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It is impossible, on the other hand, to determine whether the progress
of the country would have been greater had it been governed by a demo-
cratic regime during the last twenty-seven years. The obvious advantages
of a dictatorship in making trains run on time, averting strikes and forcing
people to work hard are too well-known to be repeated here, although in
Trujillo’s case it might be pointed out that despite the fact that he had
been in power since 1930 it was not until the early forties when the Do-
minican Republic, as many other Latin American nations, began to gain a
full measure of prosperity. Even today, while the picture is not as gloomy
as it was twenty years back, it is not as rosy as claimed by the tourist
leaflets. The country with its 19,000 square miles and 2,698,126 inhabit-
ants is still a partially developed land. The wealth of the Dominican Re-
public, notwithstanding tax exemptions and sky-high tariffs intended to
stimulate industrial growth, is almost exclusively derived from its agri-
cultural products, chiefly a few cash crops. More than 80 per cent of the
working population is engaged in agricultural activities and more than 90
per cent of the country’s exports comes from plantations and farms.

Nevertheless, a walk through the streets of the capital serves to demon-
strate material improvements in a variety of ways. Old buildings are being
demolished. Broader avenues and four-lane highways are in process of
construction and tall new buildings spring up alongside as if by magic.
The building boom, however, though it helps the Trujillo-owned cement
monopoly, is not a cause but a result of prosperity. The good times are
due to the solid price of coffee, sugar, tobacco and cocoa in foreign mar-
kets—they alone accounted in 1956 for 86.8 per cent of the total value of
national exports. Important as well, although to a much less degree, are
rice, corn, bananas, tropical woods and vegetables. The large foreign
trade, independent of any action on the part of the Government itself,
has been largely responsible for the current prosperity.

These favorable factors, however, would have meant little for the ad-
ministration and the people as a whole had not the Government taken
certain steps to ensure the following: First, the adroit manipulation of the
sizable reserves of foreign exchange accumulated during the last decade
of rising prices, in order to bolster not only the official monetary poli-
cies but also certain sectors of the national economy. Second, the re-
peal, through a Constitutional Amendment passed in 1934, of the pro-
hibition imposed upon the Government’s power to tax export commodities,
which had been inserted in the prior Constitutions under pressure from
foreign interests. This amendment alone made it possible for the regime
to lay its hands upon large amounts of cold cash that had been unavailable
to previous administrations.

It seems fair to conclude that the chances are that as long as the for-
eign buyers of Dominican cash crops keep on paying the current high
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prices there will be prosperity in the country. Or, at least, a semblance of
prosperity, since many of the external trappings of material progress are
deceptive in a country where wealth and property is highly concentrated
in the hands of a small élite. The situation is further complicated by the
fact that in most cases political and personal criteria are the determining fac-
tors of the majority of the important movements of the regime in the
fields of trade, agriculture and industry. Most of the so-called efforts to
increase production or to create new sources of wealth and welfare are
circumscribed to spheres in which the Generalissimo is personally inter-
ested. Nonetheless, the opinion of many of Trujillo’s detractors to the con-
trary, even under these conditions some of the widely advertised prosperity
has trickled down to the masses.

It has been said, and properly, that upon the fortunes of a few crops
lie the hopes of the Generalissimo for carrying out his most ambitious
plans for the economic development of the country. This Trujillo knows
well. So well, in fact, that he himself has linked his personal and political
future with that of the largest of Dominican agricultural activities—the
production of sugar and its by-products.

Largely controlled by Trujillo-owned corporations (twelve of the six-
teen active factories belong to them) the Dominican sugar industry has
increased production during the last five years, assuming definite leader-
ship among Latin American exporters, second only to Cuba. By Decree of
the President of the Republic its production for 1957 was fixed at 993,172
short tons. However, due to the existing U.S. legal system of import
quotas and tariffs which makes concessions in favor of Cuba and Puerto
Rico, the two main Caribbean competitors of the Dominican sugar indus-
try, the Dominican industry is forced to sell outside the protected and
highly lucrative American market in what is known as the “world” or
“free” market. As there is a marked difference of prices between the two
markets, under normal conditions, Trujillo—Mr. Sugar himself in his own
country—has been making strenuous efforts to convince the American
Congress that it should apportion him a larger share of the high-priced
U.S. market. His lobbyists spare neither money nor influence in their
struggle to assure Dominican sweets a place beside Cuban and Puerto
Rican sugar in the American heart.

Exalted words about justice (most of them justified, strangely enough)
are uttered time and again to cover the selfish motives of the sugar mer-
chant named Trujillo. “Unlike other Caribbean countries we have never
enjoyed the economic aid and protection of the great industrial nations,”
asserted the Benefactor in a press interview. “All that we have done we
have done alone. But if there is one thing that we have asked—and will
continue to ask—it is more equitable treatment in reference to sugar, our
principal product. While the Dominican Republic buys most of its imports
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from the United States, restrictive laws prohibit the sale of more than five
per cent of our production. Because of this discrimination the Dominican
Republic is forced to sell its sugar in markets where at present it brings
35 per cent less than it would in the United States. This situation is prej-
udicial to the Dominican Republic. It is also prejudicial to the best in-
terests of North American manufacturers from whom we buy our imports
and points up the necessity of reconsidering economic arrangements be-
tween the United States and Latin America.”

These high-sounding words were echoed by the trujillista financial
wizard and manager of Trujillo’s personal interest in sugar, Dr. José Maria
Toncoso Sénchez, who said: “The Dominican economy is a sugar econ-
omy. Cuba and Puerto Rico sell in the U.S. market, which is protected.
They sell for $5.50 in the U.S. what we sell for $3.10 in the international
market. . . . The only reason we fight for a higher sugar quota from the
United States is to have more money for the people.”

This concern for the attainment of stable and profitable sugar markets
would be commendable had it stemmed from genuine patriotism. The
Dominican Sugar industry, after all—even now as a Trujillo quasi-
monopoly—is responsible for 44.2 per cent of the country’s total volume
of exports. It also employs 73.7 per cent of the working population and
pays 67.7 per cent of the salaries and wages. Despite the fact that most
of its large Trujillo-owned sector is tax-exempt, the sugar industry is one
of the main sources of fiscal revenues.

On the other hand, the sugar industry is not, and has never been, a
national industry in the pure sense of the word. Before Trujillo took it
under his personal control it was operated by large foreign corporations
intent only on producing sugar cheaply and making big profits when pos-
sible. Under the monopolistic hands of Trujillo the industry is not used
for social progress but as a means to assuage the thirst for power and
wealth of its insatiable owner. Trujillo’s invasion of the sugar production
field has brought about calamitous changes in the economic structure of
the country as well as in the forms of land tenure. Wages have been
lowered and a great deal of the work in “the Chief’s” plantations is done
by a new class of slave workers recruited from soldiers, prisoners, unem-
ployed city dwellers and so-called “vagrants.” “The Big One’s” land-
grabbing activities to round up his large sugar properties have laid the
foundation for a latifundia system evident in the growing concentration of
the best agricultural tracts in the hands of the Benefactor and a few of
his relatives and henchmen. The ensuing decline in the number of farms
and small holdings is responsible for dangerous proletarianization of
hitherto independent farmers.

Next to sugar, the second largest sources of Dominican wealth are
coffee and cocoa. For several hundred years large amounts of these prod-
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ucts have been exported to the extent that a type of cocoa has received
the name of “Séanchez,” the principal export center in the country. On
account of high prices in the foreign markets, production of cocoa and
coffee is rapidly increasing. In 1955 coffee took second place among Do-
minican exports with $28,402,357, followed by cocoa with $23,889,261.
Here again we find the ever-grasping hand of the Benefactor. It is esti-
mated that from each dollar that these two crops bring into the country,
either Trujillo personally or his Administration takes out a sixty cent cut,
leaving the rest to be divided among planters, laborers, intermediaries and
exporters. The Benefactor as honorary member of the export cartels of
such products, to which all importers are forced to belong, shares a part
of the profits without any risk on his part.

Wealthy as it is, the Dominican Republic is no agricultural paradise.
There are areas, especially in the famous Cibao Valley, where land is so
rich and the climate so equable that very little human effort is required
to produce a crop and several crops may be grown in ome year, even
though outmoded farm techniques are stiill employed almost without ex-
ception. Yet, other parts of the country need irrigation and still others
are what might be literally called desert. To bring these areas into pro-
duction the Government has been furthering much-talked-about irriga-
tion projects and through another of the many Trujillo-owned corpora-
tions is offering the services of farming machinery to the peasants.
However, the high cost of this service impedes most of the farmers in
making use of it.

To say that great strides have been made is no exaggeration, though
there is much to be done yet. It has not been an easy job either, since
traditionally Dominican resources were inadequately used and widespread
poverty seemed to be endemic and ineradicable. Hence, it must be ad-
mitted that the present methods of developing the country’s natural re-
sources are a step away from the more pernicious economic habits of the
past, when Dominicans would invest only in real estate or mortgages and
shun investments in productive enterprises.

The fact that during many years Trujillo could not show any real
progress is not entirely his fault. He took power in 1930 in the middle
of a world economic crisis, at a time when the Dominican national in-
come had dropped to $7,000,000; exports had sunk to less than $10,000,-
000; the foreign debt stood at $20,000,000 (plus an internal funded debt
of several million more), and customs—traditionally the chief source of
revenue—were in American receivership.

By 1934, owing to a revision of debt payments, things started to im-
prove. An Emergency Law of October 23, 1931, diverted to government
expenses $1,500,000 from customs revenues which up to then had been
pledged to service the foreign loans.
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From then on Trujillo felt free to put into practice his conceptions in
the economic field. The upswing, however, did not come until the war
and post-war years. The first big jump in Dominican trade, from $31,000,-
000 to $50,000,000, took place in 1942. Since then Trujillo has been able
to manipulate yearly favorable trade balances amounting on occasion to
as much as $20 million. (In 1956 the country’s exports were $126,480,-
542 whereas imports were $108,092,125.) National income is estimated
currently at $542,678,100, or roughly a per capita income of $226 a year.
The foreign debt was paid off in 1947 and the country does not owe a
dollar to any foreign banker or Government. (The internal debt, how-
ever, has been growing fast in the last four years. In July 1956 it reached
the all-time high of $120,659,255.) National budgets have been in sur-
plus since 1931 and the one for 195758 (largest of all) was figured at
$131,525,000. The Dominican gold peso remains firmly at par with the
United States dollar, even though at the end of 1955, as a result of the
unbridled spending on the World Fair project, exchange reserves dipped
20% and have not wholly recovered.

New industries—most of them developed since World War II—turn
out a wide array of commodities (many formerly imported), such as glass-
ware, cement, textiles, air conditioning equipment, steel articles, barbed
wire, batteries, asbestos materials, paper bags, paints, fertilizers, beer and
other alcoholic beverages, peanut oil, nails and cattle feed. The traditional
industries (such as sugar, meat packing, rum, cigarettes, dairy by-prod-
ucts, soap, and matches) have also been enlarged and modernized. In-
dustrial progress is further showed by these statistics: In 1935 there were
1,076 manufacturing establishments employing 20,301 people and turn-
ing out 16.3 million dollars’ worth of produce. In 1954 there were three
times as many establishments with three times as many employees, pro-
ducing articles worth more than $162,000,000.

Behind this boom there is a lot of Government intervention. The Gov-
ernment intervenes from start to finish in the process of establishing a
new enterprise in the country. If the project is considered “satisfactory”
to Trujillo himself or those of his associates whom he has put in charge
of that operation, the matter is referred to the proper Government au-
thorities and a contract is signed between the company and the State
specifying taxes, tariff exonerations, extent of the investment and other
pertinent points.

As a result, practically all of the principal industrial enterprises now in
operation within the country have been established by Trujillo himself or
by people in partnership with him. A few have been started by the Gov-
ernment itself and later, if proven profitable, turned over to private in-
terests, usually those in which “the Big One” has his hand. “Government
policy is to operate industries new to the country,” points out a friendly
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publication, “until they have demonstrated the ability to go it alome.
Financial support is then withdrawn and operation turned over to private
management. Strong government protection of the firm, either Dominican
or foreign-owned, incorporated under Dominican laws, continues; so far in
practice, it might be said that complete separation is never quite made.”

Unable to free themselves from government controls, Dominican busi-
nessmen are at the mercy of Trujillo’s caprices. The Benefactor can make
or destroy them and knowing it they show, like the rest of the Dominicans,
insecurity and timidity in their everyday doings. According to the afore-
mentioned publication: “There are few countries in the world where
commercial and industrial activity is so thoroughly blended and coordi-
nated with Government. That, of course, could be both an asset and a
liability. . . . It might even be said that with good government relations
no foreign firm loses money in the Dominican Republic.” What the maga-
zine failed to explain was that “good government relations” mean total
surrender to the Benefactor’s will.

The close ties between Government, Trujillo personally, and foreign or
domestic private interests is best demonstrated in the standing projects
for the exploitation of the mineral wealth of the country. Outside agricul-
ture, nature has not been very prodigal with the country, but nonetheless
efforts are being conducted to tap the mineral reserves of the country,
believed to be varied but limited. All concessions, save those for ex-
ploitation of bauxite, have been granted to corporations owned by Tru-
jillo or in which he has a stake. These enterprises have been engaged since
1947 in an intensive exploration and evaluation of the nation’s resources,
which it is said have revealed the existence of deposits of gold, salt, iron,
bauzxite, sulphur, gypsum, chrome, copper, cobalt, graphite, titanium,
lime, nickel, platinum, asbestos, and uranium. Some coal has also been
reported.

Although the extent of the iron deposits has not been fully estimated,
these are being worked since 1952 and it is believed that sufficient high-
grade reserves exist to continue shipping 20,000 tons a year to the
United States plus supplying a local steel industry for many years. Ex-
ploitation of the iron deposits was started in 1953 by an American corpo-
ration named Minera Panamericana by virtue of an arrangement with the
Trujillo corporation Minera Hatillo. As officers of the American corpora-
tion at the time there were a former U.S. lieutenant general, W. Larsen,
and a man who had just been relieved of the highly sensitive post of
Naval Attaché of the United States Embassy in Ciudad Trujillo, Lieu-
tenant Commander Harold Thompson Mejias. Suddenly the Larsen-
Thompson group was dropped in favor of a new group of American
capitalists.

As result of this new partnership one of Trujillo’s persistent dreams
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has been reactivated—the search for oil. Although scientific studies show
a faint possibility of oil deposits, these have not been located, despite the
fact that the Dominican Government has spent a fortune prospecting.

The only non-Trujillo mining operation in the Dominican Republic is
conducted by Alcoa Exploration Company (a subsidiary of the Aluminum
Corporation of America) in the bauxite fields of Cabo Rojo, on the south
coast. The contract under which those operations are being conducted
was announced in May 1957 as a “far reaching step in the program set
under way by Generalissimo Rafael L. Trujillo for the Dominican Re-
public’s economic progress.” William B. Pawley, whose suggestions served
as a basis for the new Dominican laws on investment, hailed the signature
of the contract as a step evincing confidence in the Dominion Republic as a
field for foreign capital investment.

Pawley, whose official capacity is that of “honorary adviser of the Do-
minican Republic’s Bureau of Mining,” added that the Alcoa contract
should encourage other investors to stake large amounts in the develop-
ment of the country’s mineral and oil resources.

Obsessed by the idea that one of his missions on earth is to make the
country known to the outside world, Trujillo believes that spectacular
building is the way to achieve his aim. Consequently, the Benefactor has
embarked the Administration on an ambitious, expensive and seemingly
endless program of construction. This embraces the building of new ports,
superhighways, airports, bridges, irrigation works, public buildings,
churches, housing projects, electric stations and factories. It must be
said that the accomplishments have been many and that more can be ex-
pected as long as the country maintains its present enviable financial posi-
tion and its four cheap-labor crops sustain themselves in the dollar
markets.

However, advances along other lines in which Trujillo also appears to
be interested are not so apparent. Increased efficiency has been achieved
in the Administrative machinery, but to judge by the content of the many
Trujillo-sponsored letters to the editors which appear in the daily press
corruption is rampant and inefficiency hampers the normal development
of plans for the development of the country.

Despite the obvious shortcomings of the human element engaged in
carrying out Government programs, great progress has been brought about
in public health, sanitation and education. Every city and town of impor-
tance has its own aqueduct (one may usually drink water directly from
the tap) and the capital and Santiago have excellent sewage systems.
About forty modern hospitals have been built and much is being done to
tackle the problem of endemic diseases such as hookworm, tuberculosis,
malaria and syphilis. Solid cement block homes are slowly replacing
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thatched huts that were standard housing for centuries. Although some
slum clearance programs have been announced, there is much to do.

Those who, aware of the limitations of Dominican economy, have seen
the conspicuous display of wealth in the World Fair and other new proj-
ects may well ask: Where does the money come from? A satisfactory an-
swer cannot be given without resorting to a long-drawn-out recital of
many factors already mentioned, but a simplified explanation boils down
to one word: taxation.

Taxation makes true the most extravagant dreams of the dictator; it
is a weapon for the destruction of the most hated enemies of the regime,
and is the supreme principle of fiscal policy within the Dominican scheme.

Dominicans are today the most taxed people in the world, though,
strangely enough, there are few direct tributes. There is not an income
tax, at least as Americans know it, and the cumbersome and unscientific
corporation tax is extremely low by any standard. Taxation, however,
amounts to a crushing capital levy. High excise and export tributes, along
with some unique taxes on production and inventories, eat up, within the
high-income groups, the margins of capital which otherwise could be used
for further economic development and expansion of trade and manufac-
ture. A maze of indirect tributes, leaning heavily on necessities and other
articles of everyday consumption, puts a heavy stress upon low-income
groups and increases the cost of living, thus fostering inflation.

2- AS HERBERT MATTHEWS REMARKED, “TO UNDERSTAND THE
Dominican Republic one must study it like a coin—first one side and then
the other.” We have seen one face of its tremendous economic progress.
Before examining the other, we should point out that the effects of pros-
perity should not be measured merely in terms of tons of concrete poured
or miles of roads built, but also in terms of human satisfaction. Put
through this latter test, Trujillo’s so-called prosperity and progress prove
a dismal failure. A very small portion of the population shares in the
much-advertised material progress.

Perhaps the country is no longer the hemisphere’s poorhouse. Perhaps
Government revenues are high and strides have been made ‘“that have
taken nations centuries to accomplish.” Perhaps the country, once the
most backward in Latin America, now is in the vanguard. Perhaps people
are acquiring more luxuries as well as taking a fancy for those things
which are not truly necessities. (For example, last year the number of
radios in the country was estimated at 58,000. There were about 2,000
TV sets and 7,150 automobiles.)
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Moreover, Ciudad Trujillo, showplace of the dictatorship, is a clean,
modern city as well as a fast-spreading one. Its streets and markets are
spotless; its stores well stocked; its night life, if not actually gay, is not
devoid of charm, especially for those who like gambling; its traffic is
orderly and its courteous and well-mannered inhabitants look content and
busy. The eulogies (daily reprinted by the local press) that junketing
journalists heap upon the city are factual and well deserved. This much,
of course, is true, but it is far from the whole truth.

The full story is quite another thing. The stark truth, despite all the
alleged new bright spots, is that for the average citizen the basic realities
are still the same as in the pre-Trujillo days, when not worse in certain
cases. A peasant economy based on four cheap-labor crops prevails as
always. Two-thirds of the population still produce little, consume little
and buy practically nothing. Although there is basically no unemploy-
ment—and almost everyone works and works hard—this happens be-
cause, in the last analysis, everyone works first of all for the regime. New
industries and so-called new sources of work have proved to be no de-
terrents for the rampant inflation choking the working classes, who earn
80 per cent less than their North American counterparts and must pay
living costs as high as those of the United States if not higher.

It may be that a clean market place is better than a dirty one and that a
wide street is preferable to a narrow one, but there is little consolation in
seeing fine supermarkets and broad avenues as near to filthy slums and
dire poverty as they are in Ciudad Trujillo. And, certainly, markets
stocked with luscious fresh vegetables that few people can afford to buy
are unadulterated window dressing. Neither the elegance of the city’s
shops nor the beauty of its buildings can hide the fact that just a few
blocks away live people who cannot buy even a pair of shoes. The multi-
tude of the begging, the unclad and the underfed defy police regulations
and all efforts to legislate wretchedness out of the well-groomed trujillista
fief. Notwithstanding the high-sounding prohibitions of the Trujillo Labor
Code, barefooted children sell newspapers and lottery tickets late at
night in the city streets. And tourists are accosted in front of restaurants,
theaters and other places of entertainment by children who repeatedly
plead: “Gimme fi cen.”

The truth is that this situation is not the sad plight of a few remnants
of an ignorant lower class incapable of assimilating progress. Except for
the few rich who daily get richer while they enjoy the good graces of
“the Big One,” in the Dominican Republic today the poor get poorer
and the gulf between grows larger. Caught in the trap of high prices and
scant incomes the salaried urban middle class—the clerks, some pro-
fessionals and most heads of Government departments—whose pay checks
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are sometimes mortgaged three months in advance—Ilives a precarious life,
always in the grip of money lenders and grocery creditors.

Outside the cities conditions are much worse. A few minutes’ ride be-
yond the capital city limits will show there is not much real or fake prog-
ress. It the tourist is not lost in contemplation of the gorgeous Dominican
landscape, he cannot miss on both sides of the road the miserable dirt-
floor huts in which Dominicans have lived since ancient times. Nor will he
fail to notice the hundreds of undernourished children running naked with
their bloated bellies.

The unbelievably poor live side-by-side with the astoundingly rich. The
literate live side-by-side with those who can neither write nor read. The
assessment of $226 per capita income, even if correct, may not mean
much in a country where wealth is concentrated in so very few hands. (A
recent banking statistic shows that seven accounts representing the 0.9%
of the total number of accounts make a 27.54% of the total amount of
deposits.) Were it possible to subtract the huge wealth of the Trujillo fam-
ily and divide the rest of the national income among the remaining mem-
bers of the Dominican population, there is no doubt that the per capita
income would be reduced by perhaps as much as $150. Moreover, total
national income expressed in money terms is misleading since, unlike
more economically advanced countries such as the United States, a con-
siderable part of the economic activities, especially in the agricultural sec-
tor, are carried on without the medium of money. A good part of the
total national output of goods is never sold in the market for money.

A better idea of the actual income of the average Dominican is afforded
by the minimum wages officially set by the Government agency in charge
of such matters. The level of salaries for unskilled labor still varies be-
tween $26 and $78 a month in those industries and occupations covered
by social legislation. (The labor code provisions are not applicable to
farms with less than ten workers nor are they enforced at the sugar mills
owned by Trujillo.) Notwithstanding a labor code provision setting forth
the principle of “equal payment for equal work,” women are still paid
lower wages than men. There are occupations in which the females are
still paid from 90 cents to $1 for an eight-hour work day. And it is pos-
sible to hire either a maid or a cook for $15 to $20 a month. In an upper
bracket a good bi-lingual stenographer may be employed for $150 a
month. This of course is a far cry from the not so distant days when a
dairyman declared before the Minimum Wage Commission that as late as
December 1945 he paid to his peones 30 cents a day plus food.

In the meantime the price level in the Dominican Republic is the same
—when not higher—as in large American cities such as New York. The
average Dominican, depending on a few staples for his daily diet, is be-
wildered when he goes to the market and is asked to pay 84 cents for a
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dozen eggs. In a country that still depends on kerosene to light more than
half its homes, people are forced to pay 31 cents a gallon. Low-grade gas-
oline is 43%% cents a gallon in Ciudad Trujillo (higher inland), a fact
which, coupled with the fact that a license plate costs $180 a year, ac-
counts for the low number of cars.

It is miraculous the way in which middle-class housewives make ends
meet when they have to pay from 14 to 17 cents for a pound of rice, the
basic staple of Dominican diet, 15 cents for a pound of refined sugar, and
17 cents for a pound of beans. A pound of fish costs 45 cents and Grade B
meat sells for 85 cents a pound. Better meat is unavailable outside of the
tourist hotels and large restaurants, because the best quality beef is ex-
ported by the Trujillo monopoly. The price of a pound of lard is 44 cents
and the consumer must pay 52 cents for a pound of the only available
edible grease: peanut oil. A package of domestic cigarettes—properly
branded Benefactor—costs 40 cents. Whenever bought outside the black
market, American cigarettes cost 85 cents a package. To emphasize the
plight of the average city dweller, it only remains to point out that a small
modest unfurnished three-room apartment rents in Ciudad Trujillo from
$90 to $120 a month.

Expert opinion to the contrary, low salaries have not acted as a de-
terrent for inflation. Extravagant Government spending in unproductive
public works such as the $40 million World Fair and the luxurious living
of high Government officials and other members of the upper classes, have
fed the inflationary trends as much as in places where the wages of or-
ganized labor contribute to the rise of salaries. Dominicans, unlike people
in democratic countries, must suffer in silence the steady mounting of
the cost of living.

Trujillo’s monopolistic practices, the lack of any new substantial for-
eign investments and the withdrawal of large amounts of foreign capital
during the last four years, the swollen bureaucracy, the complex taxes
(many of which cost more to collect than they bring in) and the immense
budgets have begun to catch up with the economy. At the end of 1955
an economic slow-down was clearly apparent, so much in fact that the
Government operations were momentarily affected at the beginning of
1956. With characteristic ruthlessness Trujillo promptly resorted in Feb-
ruary of that year to his favorite method for balancing the budget—sal-
aries were slashed, personnel reduced. No one knows how many people
were discharged from Government departments but their number must
have been considerable because the Government—in order to insure the
official agency in charge of loans against a big loss—felt itself compelled
to allow one-month severance pay to the fired employees to be turned
over in payment of their debts to the Monte de Piedad.

Dominicans had to swallow in silence the bitter medicine. Fortunately
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for the rest of the people, this stopgap measure seemed to be enough to
save the day for the Government. Clouds were further dispelled by a new
injection of foreign exchange pumped into the country by cash crops. At
the end of 1956 the price of sugar bounced up to its highest level since
the Korean War and coffee and cocoa held up on their own heights. As a
result, the crisis was soon past and by the month of August, 1957, it was
possible for the regime to announce officially that trade and production
figures for the first six months of the year presaged the most prosperous
twelve-month period in the history of the Dominican Republic.

Riding the wave of its greatest economic boom, the Dominican Re-
public shows nonetheless a strange patchwork of economic and social
contrasts. Engrossed in its eye-pleasing programs of urban public works
the Government has neglected to employ its revenues in more productive
projects of social improvement to combat poverty and backwardness.

On the other hand, stifled by the enormous growth of the ever-expand-
ing public economy, private enterprise is lagging far behind. Tax-ridden
and strictly controlled, the private sector of the Dominican economy does
not dare to make a move without previously receiving the go-ahead signal
from the Government authorities. Depending on the regime for the allo-
cation of their resources, the leaders of private industry have let many op-
portunities pass beyond recall.

The dependency of private business on the Government is not totally
unjustified. Many an enterprising businessman has been ruinously forced
out of business for trespassing into a field exploited or coveted by the
Benefactor. Moreover, credit facilities are almost monopolized by the three
existing Government-owned banks (only two other banks—and they are
Canadian—operate in the country), which—with the exception of the
Central Bank—supposedly conduct business along the lines of traditional
private credit institutions. However, the Banco de Reservas and the Banco
de Crédito Agricola e Industrial, with combined assets of over $200 mil-
lion, have deviated from their avowed purpose of alleviating the problem
of inadequate credit facilities in the country and have turned into instru-
ments of Trujillo’s control over the economic, social and political life of
the people.

Behind their businesslike fronts the Government banks cover up one of
the most unscrupulous systems of political blackmail ever conceived. The
Government banks are run by politically minded, rubber-stamp boards
of directors, whose members are appointed by the President of the Re-
public. These boards are empowered with authority to steer the national
credit policies, but in practice they limit themselves to carry out directives
handed out by the Benefactor or a group of his closest aides. Credit ap-
plications are approved or rejected not only on the basis of their merits
but in accordance with the applicant’s political credit-rating with the se-
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cret police. Once the credit is granted it is always used as a weapon to
keep debtors within bounds of political subservience.

No wonder business prospects look gloomy, especially for those en-
gaged in small retail trade. The curtailment of the free flow of trade has
brought about a marked fall in retail sales which in turn has forced many
merchants, large and small, to resort to desperate measures to get rid
of their accumulating inventories. Newspaper columns have been full
of advertisements of baratillos (special sales), something to which Do-
minican businessmen traditionally resort whenever faced with the threat
of a business recession.! The same columns have been reporting a larger
number of business failures than usual, particularly in the interior. And,
more significant still, is the fact that during September and October busi-
nessmen of all sections of the country were invited to mysterious special
conferences at the National Palace with the Secretary of State Without
Portfolio, Virgilio Alvarez Pina.

The rosy picture is blurred as well by the fact that there is all too evi-
dent a tendency within unskilled groups of laborers to go back to low-
productivity occupations. An exceedingly high number of people are now
engaged in the sale of lottery tickets, street peddling and boot blacking,
which in any Latin American country is the first sign of impending eco-
nomic trouble. To dispel rumors spreading out of the country to the effect
that Dominican workers were having a tough time, the Government an-
nounced, through its Secretary of Foreign Affairs on September 24, 1957,
that currently “unemployment was at only one-tenth of one per cent of
the population; the salary index at 348.9 and the general price index
at 235.5, using 1945 as a base year.”

That the Government statistics give a false picture is proved by the
growing official concern with the problem of unemployment. During the
Iast year several official bureaus of employment have been opened through-
out the country and all jobless people are under obligation of registering
there with indication of their names, trades and addresses. It could be, how-
ever, that, as many of Trujillo’s detractors say, these bureaux have noth-
ing to do with unemployment and are in reality recruiting centers of forced
labor for the Big One’s sugar plantations. According to these accounts,
whenever it is necessary the police round up city unemployed and after
convicting them of vagrancy pack them off to work in the sugar mills.

Recently, moreover, newspapers have printed official notices advising
foreigners that prior to securing employment they must obtain a special
card issued by the Government. The Governor of the National District,
where the capital city is located, periodically prints advertisements and

IIn a country where there is practically one season the whole year there is hardly

the need for a change of styles or for the easing off of last season’s inventories at the
end of the summer or winter.



TRUIJILLO: Little Caesar of the Caribbean 172

makes statements to the press “inviting” farmers—who have lately mi-
grated to the capital in great numbers seeking salaried employment—to
go back to their former places, lest the authorities punish them for viola-
tion of the official regulations forbidding countrymen to settle in cities
without a Government permit.

In addition to these disturbing factors, there are further proofs to show
that Trujillo’s ill-conceived economic programs have caused many social
dislocations and have created added hardships, particularly for the white-
collar workers. Usury is rampant and people pay the highest rates of in-
terest known to any Western country. Money lenders have sprung up ap-
parently from nowhere and even the Government has embarked on the
business of lending money to its own employees. The Monte de Piedad,
a government-owned glorified pawn shop, bails the government labor force
out of economic difficulties at the interest rate of three per cent per
month—36% a year. Collateral for the loan is the employee’s next-month
salary which is sent directly to the Monte by the National Treasurer. The
Government interest rates, however, are not the highest in force. Accord-
ing to a letter to the editor printed in the January 3, 1956, issue of El
Caribe, the prevailing rates of interest vary between ten and twenty per
cent monthly. These, of course, are illegally collected, but by Act of Con-
gress the finance houses are authorized to charge, for loans up to $500,
a legal rate of four per cent monthly. For mortgages and other com-
merical transactions the Dominican Civil Code decrees an interest of 12%
annually. Clients of the large banking firms still can get money at rates
varying between four and a half and seven per cent annually.

This seemingly contradictory maze of evidence is what makes risky
any type of prediction about the future course of Dominican economy. It
would be utterly ridiculous to deny that Trujillo has put forward some
strenuous and imaginative efforts to raise the standards of productivity
of the country. All things considered, and without leaning backwards to
indulge in any wishful thinking on whether the country would have been
better or worse off without Trujillo, it must be admitted that Trujillo’s
long tenure of power is marked by some constructive fiscal, monetary and
economic reforms but also by a perilous concentration of wealth and
means of production in the hands of a few greedy individuals.
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EDUCATION FOR TYRANNY

]- ALTHOUGH NEVER STATED IN COHERENT FORM, TRUJILLO’S
views of the role of education within an authoritarian system of govern-
ment nevertheless constitute a contribution to the political philosophy of
totalitarian dictatorship.

As conceived by Trujillo, the goal of education is to provide the means
of subduing people into meaningless conformism. This idea that the
proper aim of the school is to prepare the masses for blind acceptance of
the propaganda line of the clique in power—it could be defined as educa-
tion for tyranny—is by no means the invention of the Benefactor. This
conception, which reduces education to a simple political prop, is shared to
a large extent by almost all contemporary totalitarian regimes, especially
those behind the Iron Curtain. Yet, in framing the actual machinery for
its implementation few rulers have exceeded the cunning and insight
shown by the Generalissimo.

Unlike the classical Latin caudillo, who for the perpetuation of his
power relied largely upon the ignorance of his subjects and therefore
feared the effect of education upon the dark masses, Trujillo has exhibited
a perceptive understanding of the possibilities of education as a vehicle of
political control. Looking toward Europe, beyond the jungle of Latin
American politics, the Generalissimo found that contemporary fascist and
communist dictatorships had shattered the delusion that education and ex-
pertise make those who acquire them proof against self-deception or po-
litical prejudice. Very often, by blunting natural common sense, education
actually increases gullibility.

Studying totalitarian systems of thought-control, Trujillo learned how to
use educational devices on the largest possible scale to strengthen his
regime. Moreover, in the process of taking over and adapting totalitarian
conceptions of education to the conditions of his own country, “the Chief”
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made a few improvements. While in other countries the systematic glorifica-
tion of every achievement of the regime is guided by the desire to per-
petuate an idea, however wrong it may be, in the Dominican Republic
it is ruled almost exclusively by considerations of egotism, self-interest
and selfish attachment to power and wealth on the part of the absolute
ruler.

To a people like the Americans, who regard universal education as a
necessary basis for democracy, the fact that Trujillo is building innumer-
able schools and has passed laws requiring compulsory school attendance
for children over seven years of age, may possibly mean that despite Tru-
jillo the country is undergoing a healthy change toward democratic pro-
cedures. This is an opinion shared by such a keen observer of the Latin
American scene as Professor Dexter Perkins (no Trujillo lover), who
expresses it in The United States and the Caribbean.

After giving credit to Trujillo for showing “much interest in the schools
of the country,” Perkins asserts that at the present time “there is a dis-
gusting amount of servile praise of the dictator in the public schools.” So
far so good, but then Perkins errs in his interpretation when he says that
“this is a very different thing from the exaltation of a system, and it would
be fairer to say that President Trujillo, by his extension of a system of
public instruction, is preparing the way for the downfall of the kind of
regime he represents than to regard him as the founder of the Fascist
state, or as the embodiment of the Fuehrer principle.”

The concept of Trujillo as a passing Latin dictator without roots in the
past or projections into the future and preparing his own undoing by the
education of his people is not corroborated by facts. To begin with, the
Benefactor is perhaps stronger today than ever before and seems to be
very much a permanent fixture of Dominican politics.

Education does not seem to be conducting the people toward democ~
racy. Under Trujillo its sacred purpose of enlightening has been perverted
and it is being employed to foster among people who are taught to read
propagandist text books a new myth of Trujillo as a God-given blessing.

A man who does not want to leave judgment to posterity is impatient
lest his self-praise be lost for lack of a literate people. Thus, Trujillo has
urged upon his followers the necessity of helping other people to become
literate. “No demonstration of support or praise will be as highly gratify-
ing to me this year (1955),” said he, “as the cooperation which may be
given me in order that every single Dominican, whether from the cities
or the most distant villages, may learn to read and write and may receive
the benefits of that basic education which will make him fit to participate
actively in our public affairs with a keen awareness of his constitutional
rights and duties.”

Under the prodding of Trujillo, all those associated with him must
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show their friendship by undertaking the task of teaching other persons
how to read and write. “If each one,” pointed out the Benefactor, “re-
solves to contribute in some way to the success of this far-reaching cam-
paign against illiteracy which is about to be launched in order that every
single Dominican may read the words of the anthem where the glories
of our land are sung and follow the prayers through which the blessing of
the Almighty are beseeched, I am sure that we will then be able to realize
fully the ideal to which I have dedicated myself this year which has been
named after me by a thankful people: to conquer illiteracy and wipe it
out entirely from this new nation.”

Why he waited twenty-five years to launch an all-out war on illiteracy
Trujillo did not explain. Nor did he indicate that the national anthem he
was referring to was at the time undergoing a thorough re-writing by his
own private secretary in order to include his feats in it. Nevertheless, the
campaign was launched under the name of “Trujillo Literacy Program.”
By Government orders all employers canvassed their workers to find out
which ones were illiterate and thereupon were asked, on a voluntary-or-
else basis, to install in their plants, or at least to pay for them, anti-illiter-
acy units.!

The current emphasis on education has reached a point now where
people are being compelled to learn how to read and write, even if they
don’t want to.

Whereas in 1930 there were only 526 schools of all kinds, with 50,800
pupils, at present 4,419 schools are functioning with a registration of
423,424 students. In addition, 289,249 persons are attending anti-illiter-
acy centers. The current budget for education alone is approximately $10
million, an amount, according to the Foreign Minister, Porfirio Herrera
Béez, “equivalent to the total national budget in 1930.” Comparisons are
always odious and this one must be particularly hateful to the Benefactor,
but without as much fanfare the neighboring island of Puerto Rico, many
times smaller than Santo Domingo, and with a population slightly larger,
spends two and a half times that sum for the same purpose.

Without denying the great progress in the way of carrying out a full-
fledged educational program, it seems that in the Dominican Repub-
lic the most substantial advance has been made in the field of statistics.
Many ciphers are released to show the annual reductions in the rate of

1One of Trujillo’s habits is that of assessing businesses for civic improvements in
their immediate area, in addition to their normal tax obligations. So, when in prepa-
ration for the festivities of the 24-month long “Year of the Benefactor of the Father-
land” the public lighting of Ciudad Trujillo was improved, the full cost of the project
fell upon the merchants and landowners of each neighborhood. Similarly, many shops
and offices in the downtown zone were requested to put up electric signs. Upon each

inaugural ceremony the local press gave credit for the improvements to the “genius
of the Generalissimo.”
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illiteracy, the growth of schoolroom facilities, the extent of the welfare
programs for students (a free breakfast of chocolate and bread in some
urban institutions), the extension of the curricula and other minor ac-
complishments. Little is said in official documents of the acute shortage of
teachers and the almost insuperable problem of persuading teachers to
dedicate their lives to rural education. With the help of these Government
statistics published by the Department of Education, Murray Kempton
calculated for the New York Post that for 20 years, up to 1956, “the
Trujillo government had been reducing illiteracy at a rate of 1.3 per cent
a year.” Furthermore, in 1956 after years of intense activity 45 per
cent of the people still could not write and read. Predicting, however, an
early triumph of the crusade against ignorance for which the Benefactor
had asked the active support of even those who do not share his “polit-
ical philosophy either because they have been unable or unwilling to rise
to the level of my patriotic ideals,” the Minister of Education asserted
that in five years the illiteracy rate would be no higher than 18 per cent.

Lost in this maze of ciphers and press releases, few people were prob-
ably aware of the fact that the year when the Generalissimo made his re-
sounding pledge to teach every Dominican to “read the words of the
anthem where the glories of our land are sung” a slash in the appropria-
tion of the national budget for education took effect. In his message to
Congress about the 1956 budget brother Héctor made a terse announce-
ment of the reduction without superfluous explanations or even a word
of regret. The amount of the cut was not stated, but a significant fact
was that in the same message the “president” reported an increase in mil-
itary expenses.

Puzzling contradictions such as this come to the surface, without caus-
ing any embarrassment to the regime. Without a free press, they are soon
buried under a new pile of fresh optimistic statistics.

But even if the Dominican Government spends three times more in
arms than in education, instruction is still free and theoretically compul-
sory. Each year, at the beginning of the new courses the authorities put
on an all-out drive to enforce the laws on public instruction. For a few
weeks attendance in classes is fair, then it rapidly declines.

Various are the reasons for the high incidence of truancy. The main one,
however, has an economic basis. Parents, who themselves in most cases
have had no education, will not force their children to attend school, be-
cause they believe it is more important to have them at work in the fields
or selling lottery tickets and newspapers. For people who have to work
hard during the day in order to eat in the evening, five or six hours a
day in a schoolroom seems a sheer waste of time.

In addition, other reasons for the lack of appeal of the educational
program may be found in its consistent efforts to mold oncoming gen-
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erations to the trujillista creed. Students in all grades are taught that
Trujillo knows nothing but wisdom, sponsors only benevolence and is
infallible. They are thoroughly indoctrinated in the single-purpose prin-
ciple that loyalty to Trujillo (whose person is identified with that of the
Fatherland as its Father and Benefactor) comes before love of family and
home. As part of the brain-washing, the Generalissimo’s personal flag (a
complicated pattern of five stars mingled with the blue, white and red
of the national emblem) flies in each school beside the Dominican flag
and students of all ages are employed to swell the crowds at political ral-
lies, church ceremonies and other “civic gatherings” in homage to “the
Big One.”

The hero-worshiping cult of Trujillo’s personality is the leit motif of
national education. As Murray Kempton pointed out, “another fruit of
learning, unmentioned but hardly objectionable to the old man, is the
opportunity, even the compulsion, to read about all his glories.”

The amount of printed material on the life and achievements of the
Benefactor in use in the schools is enormous. The authors of the majority
of school texts—be it mathematics, geography, hygiene, cooking or his-
tory—undertake to prove that the Trujillo regime is the most truly demo-
cratic of all forms of government. Starting with the premise that the Gen-
eralissimo is a man of genius—the incarnation of the nation’s soul—they
maintain that at each moment he perceives through his matchless gift of
divination the popular will and wastes no time in turning his absolute
power to its immediate fulfillment. Sometimes the authors go a step
farther, and assert that “the Chief” forecasts the popular will before it
takes form, thus making unnecessary its formulation by the people. And
it is at times written that Trujillo knows better than the people them-
selves what they want or what they ought to have. Thus it is not up to
the people to think at all.

For example, the alphabet is learned in public schools in a “civic
primer” whose author is “the Chief” himself. A few sentences of this
“primer,” taken at random, offer the best illustration of the manner in
which the school is utilized as breeding ground for informers and other
future professionals in denunciation. “The President works unceasingly
for the happiness of his people,” reads one. “It is he who maintains peace,
supports the schools, builds the roads, protects all forms of labor, helps
the farmers, favors industry, keeps up and improves the harbors, sup-
ports the hospitals, encourages learning, and organizes the army for the
protection of all law-abiding citizens.

“If you should find in your home a man who wishes to disturb order,
see that he is handed over to the police. He is the worst of evildoers. Crim-
inals who have murdered a man or stolen something are in prison. The
revolutionary who plots to kill as many as he can and steal everything
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he can lay his hands on, your property and that of your neighbors—he is
your worst enemy.”

Still another paragraph: “Peace is the greatest benefit we can have.
We should sustain it by our conduct as peaceful men and women and
by prosecuting those who try to end it.

“You should see in every revolutionist an enemy of your life and
property. In a time of disorder there is no protection nor security. War
among brothers is the worst calamity the Republic has suffered.”

This primer has been in use in Dominican schools for twenty-five years
and is the most circulated text-book in the country. Millions of copies
have been printed at Government expense and freely distributed not only
among children but also among farmers and urban laborers.

There is another book whose reading is compulsory in the schools—
Mrs. Trujillo’s Moral Meditations. Teachers are supposed to offer it as
one of the best examples of national literature, and as a work of moral
philosophy that has earned universal acclaim. For the glorification of these
literary efforts, the regime has instituted “Books Day,” to be celebrated
every year. On this occasion, as stressed by La Nacién, on April 25, 1956,
every school has to prepare a special program intended to bring to its
pupils the benefits of outstanding examples of Dominican literature, such
as the writings of Trujillo and his wife.

The brain-washing operation continues on Mother’s Day, Father’s
Day, Independence Day, and so forth. Then homage is paid to different
members of the Trujillo family. On Mother’s Day, for example, school
children are instructed to write little essays not on the virtues of mother-
hood in general but on the exemplary ones of Trujillo’s mother, Dofia
Julia Molina.

Indoctrination efforts do not stop in grade schools. They occur on higher
educational levels, including the University of Santo Domingo. Under
Trujillo the ancient Dominican University has been thrown into a black
pit of moral degradation, professional mediocrity and academic serfdom.

Quartered in a $5-million housing project known as “University City”
the University of Santo Domingo has made fantastic material progress dur-
ing the Era of Trujillo and now boasts in its modernistic buildings equip-
ment and gadgets of the most advanced model. Its academic standards
(though low) are good enough to mass-produce lawyers, physicians, den-
tists, engineers and architects ready to mind their own business and make
an honest dollar in their professions.

Ever since 1934 when the faculty of the University bestowed upon
the Generalissimo an honorary degree in all its disciplines (the only person
to hold such an honor), the University has been an honorary degree mill
with an exceedingly fast turnover. From Nicholas Murray Butler, President
of Columbia University, who traveled to the Dominican Republic to re-
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ceive his honorary degree in the middle thirties, to Vice President Richard
M. Nixon, who received his in 1955, a host of distinguished American cit-
izens have been honored by the trujillista University. The most recemt
ceremony of this kind was held, according to the monthly magazine of the
Dominican Embassy in Washington, D.C., to award the degree of Doctor
Honoris Causa in the Faculties of Philosophy and Law to two American
legislators: Senator George A. Smathers, of Florida, and Representative
Kenneth B. Keating, of New York. Equal honors have been awarded to
the representatives of the foreign governments who during their tour of
duty in Santo Domingo have shown a “friendly” attitude toward Trujillo.
Because in the fulfillment of his high office he “earned the abiding affec-
tion of the Dominican people” the University thus honored, before depar-
ture, former U.S. Ambassador William T. Pheiffer.

As a professor of the University (a title awarded to him despite the
known fact that he never set foot in a school room higher than the ele-
mentary grades), “the Big One” feels special affection for the University.
He has chosen the enlightened center of Dominican high learning as a
suitable sounding board for the deliverance by important visiting scholars,
diplomats and intellectuals of highly complimentary speeches and lectures
about himself. When the former Brazilian Ambassador, Paulo Germano
Hasslocher, delivered his much-translated eulogy of the Benefactor, the
latter sat on the rostrum, his face beaming, during the hour-long exercise in
genuflection by the official representative of a great nation.

Outside these activities the University of Santo Domingo, unlike its
counterparts all over Latin America, is a quiet place. Professors as well
as pupils seem to have been cast in a pattern of silence, subservience and
conformity.

Even professors talk in whispers during the class periods as if ashamed
of being heard. And there are reasons to believe they should, since on
certain subjects such as history and philosophy the Rector’s office supplies
the professors with directions for lectures prepared in accordance with
the current party-line. Thereupon student spies are planted in the class-
rooms to insure that the professor follows without dangerous deviations the
official outline. “I can always tell who they are,” said one professor. “They
take notes at the wrong times.”

Controversial subjects are avoided, even subjects so alien to partisan
politics as the personality and character of the Founding Fathers of the
Republic or the life and work of the great Latin American scholar Eu-
genio Marfa de Hostos, who in the last decades of the nineteenth century
introduced modern methods of teaching.

The case of Hostos deserves attention. After being a hero to Dominicans
of the past four generations, Hostos, by Trujillo’s order, is undergoing
downgrading. For reasons yet unknown El Caribe opened in the middle
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of 1956, on suggestion from the Benefactor, a symposium designed to
revaluate Hostos’ role in Dominican culture. After the first answers were
printed it was obvious that the regime was involved in a move to destroy
the high reputation of the revered scholar. A few of his remaining disci-
ples were selected to tear to shreds the glory that surrounds Hostos’ name.

Cynically Dominican university students say that they don’t want to be
heroes like their Cuban counterparts. To hide his inner fear and anxiety
the Dominican student grows an outer shell of sneering indifference, which
seemingly makes him insensible to the normal currents of life that else-
where renders youth rebellious and idealistic.

Today students are too young to have known anything but life under
Trujillo or too well indoctrinated by years of extolling the excellences of
the Benefactor or too scared to engage in the risky game of political
opposition. Yet the Govermment does not relax its vigilance. Trujillo
knows that the Latin American universities are often hotbeds of demo-
cratic and other radical ideas and he does not want such a thing to hap-
pen in his own. Stringent security regulations are ruthlessly enforced and
every student is under an around-the-clock surveillance by fellow stu-
dents, wardens, prefects, professors and outside informers. “The Uni-
versity of Santo Domingo is unique for two things,” wrote Murray Kemp-
ton. “It is the oldest in this hemisphere and certainly the only university
in the West where an applicant needs a certificate of good conduct from
the local police chief for admission.”

The last vestiges of intellectual freedom gone, Dominican students’
favorite activity appears to be that of paying homage to Trujillo and plac-
ing around his neck costly trinkets such as the “Collar of Democracy,” a
diamond-studded jewel they gave the Benefactor in 1951.

This, however, was not always the case. Occasionally, the Benefactor has
had more than his normal share of trouble with the students. In 1930,
the University took the leadership in the fight for Freedom and soon
became known as one of the main foci of opposition to military rule.
Through their mouthpiece the Asociacién Nacional de Estudiantes Uni-
versitarios, or ANEU as it was known, the students took a firm and at
times intrepid stand against the trigger-happy storm troopers of the mil-
itary regime.

Fearing that student opposition might become the spark that set off the
feared libertarian explosion, and aware that the history of Latin American
nations is dotted with incidents in which apparently minor student move-
ments have grown into full fledged revolutions, Trujillo decided to crush
at gun-point the ANEU-organized political rallies of protest in the capital.

Shortly thereafter ANEU was dissolved, and those of its members who
stood firm in their opposition found it increasingly hard to earn a liveli-
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hood. The overwhelming pressure upon these people was not released
until they recanted or left the country. Measures were then taken that
were designed to prevent open student opposition happening again.

Knowing that, notwithstanding the fact that many of the students en-
gaged themselves in political activities out of sincere idealism, there was
a great majority of crackpots and conscious or unconscious opportunists
hankering for public attention, Trujillo trained his big guns on the latter,
and then tried to seduce them with offers of government jobs and the hint
that profitable careers were in store for them. This became known as the
“sweet approach.”

The balance in favor of Trujillo’s methods—either the terror or the so-
called “sweet approach”—is a precarious one, so precarious in fact that
in 1945 a simple democratic wind was enough to upset peace and quiet
anew within the University. Under the influence of World War II and the
democratic principles of the United Nations Charter an intense preoccupa-
tion with political and social problems set upon University student circles.
Under the guidance of a group of liberal-minded professors, such as Dr.
José Antonio Bonilla Atiles, then Dean of the Law School, Dr. José
Horacio Rodriguez and Dr. Moisés de Soto of the Law School, and others
whose names cannot be mentioned since they still live in the country, large
groups of students with aspirations and democratic ideas had an oppor-
tunity to get together. The newly created University Theater afforded the
opportunity for meetings outside the stroke of the secret police ax. During
rehearsals the bases were laid for what a few months later evolved as a
powerful underground movement.

As a result, the clandestine movement of Juventud Revolucionaria was
born. The aim of this organization was to bring to the Dominican people
a democratic form of government. The movement did not last long inside
the University, being soon suppressed in ruthless fashion.

Its existence, nevertheless, brought about new, more stringent methods
of control over the University. Professors as well as students are since
then under fresh suspicion. A cloud of silence rests upo. them.

2' NEVER BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF THE DOMINICAN
Republic have there been so many works printed, busts cast, pictures
painted and music composed than at present. Yet this vast literary and
artistic output has failed to furnish the world a single work of excellent,
enduring quality.

The absence of social liberties, moral tolerance and creative freedom,
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coupled with twenty-seven years of censorship, propaganda and terror,
have dried up the sources of Dominican imagination and have thrown a
gifted, sensitive people into an abyss of collective negation.

Literary and artistic performances lack spontaneity and dignity. The
only written or spoken expressions of ideas upon which intellectuals may
safely indulge are those in praise of the Benefactor or in denigration of his
enemies. The most exalted examples of literary acumen are those compar-
ing the Generalissimo with the lightning, the mountaintop, the sun, the
eagle, volcanic lava, Pegasus, Plato and God. “He (Trujillo), like God,
created from nothing on the seventh day a splendid and brilliant Fair of
the Peace and Brotherhood of the Free World,” wrote in El Caribe, No-
vember 8, 1955, the foremost Dominican philosopher Andrés Avelino.

Dominican intellectuals are frozen into dogmatism. Their horizons have
been narrowed to such extent that they have grown to regard themselves
unworthy of the social sciences and pay almost no heed to the humanities.
Historical studies are preferred but this happens only because they afford
either an escape from the present or an opportunity to make political hay
out of distortions of the past intended to further current political interest.
Thus, a lot of crypto-historic essays and more ambitious enterprises as well
have received the accolade of the Dominican Academy of History, the super-
censorship board. Blessed by the Academy there is in circulation a lot of
historical trash, whose only merits is to follow with despicable subservience
the party line as set in the National Palace. In the meantime some of the
most valuable works on Dominican history are proscribed. Sumner Welles’
Naboth Vineyard, one of the most authoritative histories of the country,
has not been read by more than a few score Dominicans. A Spanish trans-
lation of this monumental history, printed some years ago by the publish-
ing house of El Diario, of Santiago, was not allowed to circulate. It is said
that Trujillo strongly objected to those revealing passages in which the
author explains why the Americans were unable to outfit the Constab-
ulary force with the right kind of officers.

Fiction has become an almost forgotten genre. Intellectuals find little
room for creative work of the kind necessary for good, uninhibited, satis-
factory fiction. Short stories are sparsely published, but during the last
fifteen years no more than three full length novels have been written and
for that matter the last one to come out is only a fulsome, pseudo-his-
torical profile of life under “the Chief.” Its author, Pedro Verges Vidal,
was a member of the dreaded corps of Inspectors of the Presidency.

Poets—always abundant in Latin America—have not been extinguished,
but they seem unable to turn out anything but worn-out clichés. Currently
they spend a great deal of time concocting rhymes to sing the glories of
the Generalissimo; an album with their best trujillista verses is in process
of publication by the highest cultural center of the country, the Ateneo
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Dominicano. The poets have also given a share of their poetic lode to the
cultural prowess of Mrs. Rafael L. Trujillo, Sr., as well as to the beauty
and talents of her daughter Queen Angelita 1. As Time pointed out, “the
No. 1 occupation of Dominican intellectuals is writing flowery tributes to
the Genius of Peace, Hero of Labor and Paladin of Democracy.”

To reward the ceaseless efforts of the artificers of the written word Tru-
jillo has established, in the manner of the American movie industry, his
own “Oscars.” These awards for excellence in artistic and literary fields
are given the names of different members of the Trujillo family. There is,
for example, the yearly Rafael L. Trujillo Prize, which is bestowed upon
the author of the best book, Dominican or foreign, dealing with any aspect
of the “portentous work of government of the illustrious leader of the
Dominican people.” Other prizes, supposedly intended to foster the cul-
tural advancement of the country, are awarded each year to the best polit-
ical article, the most acclaimed literary work, the most important didactic
book and the most outstanding volume of verses. Few Dominican intel-
lectuals, however, have been considered worthy of the awards. In 1955
the prizes of the contest for the best poems and hymns composed in honor
of Queen Angelita—Ilarge lumps of cash amounting to $25,000—went to a
handful of prolific Spanish writers whose entries were counted by the
score. And, in spite of the fact that the local output of political literature
exceeds in quantity anything the wildest imagination could conceive, the
award-winning press eulogy for 1956 was one written by Trujillo’s most
consistent foreign admirer—the Venezuelan historian and politician J.
Penzini Hern4ndez. Originally printed in El Universal, Caracas, and later
reprinted freely by the domestic press and as a joint paid advertisement
placed in U.S. publications by the Dominican Press Society and the Domini-~
can Information Center, the prize article, entitled “Assault by Slander,” is
for tone and content one of the best examples of zrujillista prose.

Prizes are not the only means of promoting belles-lettres in the country.
The Benefactor is a Maecenas who bountifully pays for books, pictures and
symphonic scores. Young authors need only send “the Chief” their songs
of praise to see them in the public light. Newspapers—notwithstanding the
fact that while editor-in-chief of El Caribe I made an effort to deny pos-
terity much of this sort of literature—are under compulsion to give pro-
tective shelter, whatever their merits, to all written expressions of the
art of pleasing the Benefactor.

There are many examples, admiringly told by Trujillo’s aides, which
illustrate the various modes in which “the Chief” attends to the cultural
needs of his people. According to a story recounted by a former Secre-
tary of Education to Murray Kempton, once upon a time the Benefactor
heard that the Dominican side of the frontier with Haiti was cluttered with
citizens who did not even know the National Anthem. Upon receiving such
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a frightful piece of news “the Big One” acted quickly. “I want musical in-
struments in every school on the border. Go to the United States and buy
25 Steinways” was the peremptory command of the Generalissimo. There-
upon the Minister made the trip and brought back the pianos which,
reportedly, were acquired for $5,000 apiece. The story, however, had an
ending entirely different from that told by the Minister to Kempton. On
the border there are not 25 music academies. The pianos were taken to
the frontier, no doubt, but once there it was found they could not play by
themselves. Since it was more difficult to find 25 pianists than an equal
number of pianos, the latter were left to deteriorate in the battered school
houses of the border.

On another occasion the Generalissimo was informed that a new press
officer of the American Embassy named Francis Townsend had published
once, as a result of a collegiate interest, a volume of translations into
English of the works of several Dominican poets. Trujillo was also told
that the book was out of print, so he promptly directed EIl Caribe to
publish, at Government expense, a new edition of Townsend’s book. “The
Chief” ordered an adequate introduction to the volume by one of his
aides, Otto Vega; the preface credited the enterprise to “the suggestion
of that great leader and generous Maecenas who is Generalissimo Dr.
Rafael L. Trujillo.”

However, a minor difficulty had to be ironed out before publication. Dr.
Townsend, unversed in the mysteries of Dominican politics at the time
he made his selections, had included certain authors whose political ideas
ran counter to those of the Benefactor. The “generous Maecenas” was in
no mood to let appear in a book he was paying for the names of people
who, however lofty their afflatus, were his enemies. Eliminated from the
anthology, with or without Townsend’s knowledge, were two poets of
stature now living in exile. Carmen Natalia Martinez and Pedro Mir.

Art exhibits, concerts and lectures in fine arts—most of them under the
Administration’s sponsorship—are daily occurrences, but all have a com-
mon feature: a lack of the gaiety and spontaneity that mark artistic gath-
erings everywhere else. The spiritless productions of artists and musicians,
although at times flawless from a technical standpoint, show a strange
frigidity and a lack, according to John Fischer, editor of Harper’s, of the
“exuberant artistic flowering, for instance, which is so notable a charac-
teristic of the disheveled Haitians who occupy the other half of the island.”

Connected with Trujillo’s boundless ambition to play an important role
in the international field is the intensive use of cultural, historical and
educational congresses which in rapid succession have been staged in the
Dominican capital since 1956. Starting with the celebrated Congress of
Catholic Culture held early in 1956 with the attendance of a host of
prominent clergymen and laymen, each of these gatherings has been em-
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ployed as effective sounding boards for the international display and
glorification of every achievement of the regime.

In the presence of such notable figures of the Catholic World as Francis,
Cardinal Spellman, Trujillo has made use in these “cultural” gatherings of
all known propaganda devices on the largest possible scale, to prostitute
their avowed purposes in every way so that they may contribute to the
strengthening of his regime. Many resolutions have been put through with
the sole purpose of making the rest of the world swallow the regime’s prop-
agandist pap. Thus, the full Assembly of the Second Hispanic-American
History Congress, held in October, 1957, approved, on the initiative of
Dominican historian César Herrera (a brother of Rafael Herrera, current
editor of El Caribe) a resolution which condemns the activities of intellec-
tuals who have betrayed the cause of Hispanidad in order to enter the ranks
of international communism.

According to a United Press dispatch Herrera asserted that the “arche-
type of those subjects,” with respect to the Dominican Republic, is the
author of this book. ““Ornes,” said Herrera, “after proclaiming, in in-
numerable articles published in El Caribe, his adhesion to Christian cul-
ture and his rejection of the Marxist ideology, betrayed these principles
and associated himself with Communism.”

It is totally consistent with Trujillo’s belief that the only non-Commu-
nists are those who proclaim their devotion to his cause in a uniform way.
For him a Communist is anyone who criticizes his regime.

The truth is that like all dictators throughout history Trujillo is no
friend of culture and education in their genuine sense.

Intellectuals, under Trujillo, are still permitted to exist; but they are
compelled to write the prescribed brand of literature. Trujillo has sup-
pressed all independent manifestations of culture and learning in favor of
a single official brand developed under the tutelage of the dominant clique.
Intellectuals are under compulsion to direct their work to a single end—
the maintenance of the Generalissimo in power.

In order to produce a perfectly uniform type of intellectual, the regime
has taken firmly in hand during the years all artists and writers, especially
members of the young generations, supervising them step by step, until
the more useful and adaptable are finally enrolled in the trujillista ranks.
The others, called “Unassimilables,” are suppressed and utterly destroyed
morally if not physically.

Initial intellectual surrender is no guarantee of survival. It is true that
spineless intellectuals seem to have a place assured in Trujillo’s realm as
long as they behave in accordance with the capricious norms set by the
regime. Life for Dominican intellectuals is a succession of scares—they
fear to displease the master at the helm and, above all, they fear their
talents may betray them into some expression of forbidden truth, some
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flash of candor, which may sound their death knell. Neither reputation
nor brilliant work confers security. Distinction is all too often a sad prel-
ude to extinction.

Enclosing themselves in a sort of ivory tower a few intellectuals have
been able to escape Trujillo’s dominance inside the country; others, more
fortunate, have left the country to try their wings where there still are
open spaces. Those who remain in the country very rarely have been able
to maintain anonymity. The hand of the dictatorship soomer or later
reaches out and then comes the moment for the fateful choice. What is
worse, while in retirement these passive rebels condemn themselves never-
theless to intellectual sterility, since to publish a non-political work or not
to mention Trujillo’s name in an article, book or any other literary ex-
ploit simply means suicide. It is not strange, therefore, that intellectual
life, outside of shallow political moments, is sunk into a coma.

This was not always the case. In the past Dominican writers, philos-
ophers and poets have competed with distinction in the market place of
ideas. Dominican were such revered figures of Latin American letters as
Pedro Henriquez Urefia, philosopher and philologist, Fabio Fiallo, poet,
and Americo Lugo, historian.

Young Henriquez Urefia left the country during the American mili-
tary occupation to settle in Cuba, Mexico and Argentina where he made
a brilliant reputation. In 1930, at Trujillo’s request, Henriquez went back
to Santo Domingo. He accepted an appointment as head of national edu-
cation and immediately set upon the task of bringing about much needed
reforms of the educational system. Instead of opening new schools as
Henriquez was advising, Trujillo chose to close them, giving as excuse
the urgent need to stabilize the battered national budget. After months of
fruitless efforts, Henriquez resigned his post (a crime Trujillo never for-
gives a collaborator) and went back to his teaching job in an Argen-
tinian University, where he died years later.

So well-established was Henriquez’ prestige all over Latin America that
Trujillo did not dare to attack him openly while alive. Even after Hen-
riquez’ death Trujillo paid tribute to his memory, naming one of the
buildings of the new University City after him.

Yet one day the long-awaited opportunity to even the score showed it-
self. In August, 1956, a Dominican lady, Flérida Nolasco, printed in El
Caribe as part of a series a eulogistic piece on Henriquez Urefia. The
Benefactor himself, under the pen name of Lorenzo Ocumares (one of
his favorite ones for signing anonymous letters to the newspapers), wrote
a letter to El Caribe stating that although Henriquez had been a man of
“great learning and an eminent figure in Latin American literature,” those
talents had been of no use to his own country. Then the writer went on to
accuse the late scholar of taking advantage years back of his post as di-
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rector of Dominican education to plant “the sick seed of the Communist
doctrine in the minds of student groups.”

Fabio Fiallo, a romantic poet of no small stature in Latin American
letters, and a man who has been compared by French critics with figures
of worldwide reputation like Tagore, had led a full and respected life until
he clashed with Trujillo.

During the American occupation Fiallo’s writings and stand for the lib-
erty of his country, brought him into conflict with the censorship regula-
tions of the military. An article, whose language was particularly objected
to by the Marines, was studded with expressions such as “martyrdom of
the Fatherland,” “chains,” and “this cruel civilization which came to us
through the back door with fixed bayonets in a dark night of deceit, sur-
prise and cowardice. . . .”

This was considered too much by the authorities and Fiallo was charged
with two violations of the Executive Order prohibiting the setting forth
of doctrines “tending” to incite the masses to “unrest, disorder and re-
volt.” Fiallo’s ensuing trial and sentence to three years in prison by an
American military court under the occupation status erupted into a cause
celebre. “To most Americans,” Knight wrote, “the ‘poet patriot’ was a
passing headliner in the press, but his trial in 1920 made the Yankees
about as loathsome as possible to the Latin peoples of the two hemi-
spheres.”

The second time Fiallo was thrown in jail things were different. Some-
one had had the idea, early in 1931, of secretly distributing a handbill with
a reprint of one of the poet’s articles slashing the Dominican Quislings
during the American occupation as the “catspaws of the foreign invader
—prosperous in their new connection and sneering in their attitude toward
the cruder days of independence.”

Incensed by the obvious reference, and not knowing the identity of
the real perpetrator of the profanation, “the Chief” decided to make an
example of the author. This time, however, no incensed protests were filed
and unlike the days of the American occupation no photographs showing
the handsome old man in stripes were smuggled out of the prison. Not
even a mock trial was staged. Everything happened in a very private way
and very few people, if any, knew outside the Dominican Republic what
was going on.

Upon release Fiallo was not hailed by an enthusiastic crowd at the
prison’s gates. Quite the contrary, people avoided him for fear of political
contamination. His heart broken by the indifference, complacency and
cowardice of his terrorized compatriots, the old poet died shortly after-
ward. No posthumous homage was paid to him.

Americo Lugo’s story is perhaps sadder than Fiallo’s. A colleague of
Fiallo during the nationalistic campaigns of the American occupation pe-
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riod, Lugo was a genuine scholar, who had devoted his life to the study
of history. His prose, terse and brilliant, had honored many foreign pub-
lications and his ability as a lawyer had given him fame and fortune.
Already an old man, Lugo decided by the time Trujillo started his regime
of terror to retire from public life.

For years Lugo managed to steer his way out of political entanglements
with Trujillo. The day came, however, when Trujillo thought it was time
his feats were included in Dominican history books and naturally enough
he wanted this done by the best talent available.

Trujillo approached the old scholar with a frank offer to publish a his-
tory with no strings attached. A contract was signed between the Govern-
ment and Lugo and the latter set himself to the task. On January 26,
1936, Trujillo let the cat out of the bag in a casual way, during a political
speech in the small town of Esperanza some 150 miles from the capital.
Reading the press reports, Lugo came upon the knowledge that in his ca-
pacity as official historian, he has been chosen to write the “history of the
past as well as the present.”

Lugo wasted no time. He wrote a lengthy letter to the Benefactor, flatly
challenging his statement that he was an “official historian.” The letter
made also plain, in strong and dignified terms, that under no circum-
stances was Lugo going to write any “history of the present.”

Lugo’s letter, as can be imagined, was never printed by the Dominican
press though there is evidence that it was sent to the newspapers by its
author. Nevertheless hundreds of copies were circulated through under-
ground channels. As a result the newspapers delivered smashing attacks
upon the aging scholar, without revealing, of course, the real reasons.
Congress promptly rescinded the contract and Lugo fell into the cate-
gory of a “subversive.” His house besieged by secret policemen, stripped
of all his properties, through tax assessments and phony law suits, Lugo
died a few years later. His last years were spent in isolation (no person
would dare to visit his home) and poverty, but he stood his ground with
real courage, facing indignities and humiliations without budging. He
never gave in to Trujillo’s pressure, with the result that his name is secretly
revered by Dominicans as an exalted symbol of opposition.



THE SERVILE PRESS

]- THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC HAS THE FEWEST DAILY PAPERS
of any independent nation in the world. At present there are omly three
in Trujilloland. They have a combined circulation—dailies and weeklies
together—of less than 45,000 copies.

Startling as it seems, this stunted development is guite natural. Freedom
of the press has not existed outside the statute books since the early days
of 1930. “Its last manifestations in the electoral campaign of that year
were stifled by terrorism, La 42 and the post-electoral arrests,” wrote
Jesas de Galindez in The Era of Trujillo.

Nearly six years of almost unanimous vocal opposition to the over-
thrown Viésquez regime, at the cost of heavy financial sacrifices, exhausted
the newspapers’ reserves of emergy and capital. With perhaps the single
exception of Listin Diario, the newspapers were on the verge of collapse
in that year of 1930. Now, faced with the already mounting pressure of
an expanding dictatorship, the press was too enfeebled to meet the cha