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or with what comparison shall we compare it P It is like a gra.in
of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less
tha.n all the seeds that be in the earth: but when it is sown, it
groweth up, a.nd becometh greater tha.n all herbs, a.nd shooteth
out great bra.nches: so that the fowls of the air may lodge under
the shadow of it," The description which our Lord has given
of the mustard tree occasioned much conjeeture, a.nd Lightfoot
cites a passage from the Talmud, in which a mustard tree is said
to have been possessed of bra.nches sufficiently large to cover a
tent, while Scheuchzer describes and represents a species of the
pla.nt several feet high, a.nd possessing a tree-like appeara.nce.
The jewel of the order, suspended from a green ribbon, was
a cross of gold surmounted by a mustard pla.nt, with the words,
"What was it before P Nothing! " The brethren wore a ring
on which was inscribed, "No one lives for himself,"

KNIGHT OF MALTA,

as a Masonic grade, was an appenda.nt to that of the Knights
Templar, and in this country never existed as a separate degree.
It is now disused..

COUNCIL OF THE TRINITY.

It is said in Mackay's Lexicon to be a.n independent Ma­
sonic jurisdiction, in which are conferred the degrees, I. of
Knight of the Christia.n Mark a.nd Guard of the Conclave; II:
Knight of the Holy Sepulchre; a.nd III. The Holy a.nd Thrice
Illustrious Order of the Holy Cross. They are, as it will be
readily seen, all Christia.n degrees, a.nd conferred only on
Knights Templar. I. This degree is said to have been
orga.nized by Pope Alexa.nder IV. (who authorized the distin·
guishing attire of the Knights to be a red tunic with a white
cross), for the defence of his person, selecting for the purpose a
body .of Knights of St. John. The officers are an Invincible
Knight, Senior a.nd Junior Knights, Recorder, Treasurer, Con­
ductor, a.nd Guard. The ritual is compo'sed from passages in
the books of Ezekiel and Jeremiah. The jewel is a triangula.r
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plate of gold, with the letter G within a five-pointed star. II.
This degree was instituted by St. Helena, the mother of Con­
stantine, A.D. 326, when, on her visit to Jerusalem, she is said
to have discovered the true cross. During the war of the
Crusades, the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre were eminent for
their valour. Upon the loss of the Holy Land they took refuge
in Perugia, and afterwards were incorporated with the Knights
of Rhodes. Curzon. in his "Visits to the Mountains in the
Levant," says, "The order is still continued in Jerusalem, but
conferred only on Roman Catholics of noble birth, by the
superior of the Franciscan College, and that the accolade is
bestowed with the sword of Godfrey de Bouillon, which, with
his spurs, is preserved in the sacristy of the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre." The presiding officer in America is called the
Right Reverend Prelate. The whole ceremonis.l has reference
to death. III. This, we presume, is the governing council.

Order if Hig! Priesthood. In the old ceremonial of the
Royal Arch in England, the government was vested in the
'Three Oh~,-High Priest, King, and Prophet,-and this form
is preserved in the United States. An honorary degree was
conferred on the retiring first officer, as we now confer one on the
Past First Principal. Wben the ritual was performed in ample
form, the presence of nine High Priests was required.

ROSAIC RITE

was the name given by its institutor, M. Ros&, a Lutheran mi­
nister in Germany. It was for a short time highly patronized
and exceedingly popular, but was superseded by the Rite of Strict
Observance. We have no information as to the ritual or practice.

BAHRDT'S RITE.

At the close of the last century Bahrdt opened a Lodge at
Halle in Saxony, under the name of the "German Union," and
succeeded in securing the protection of the Prince of Anhaldt­
Bernburg, and the co-operation of twenty persons of rank. The
rite had six degrees, viz., the Youth, the Man, the Old Man.

Q 6
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the Mesopolyte, the Diocesan, and the Superior. The Grand
Lodge of the State, however, dissolved the fraternity.

KNIGHTS AND LA.DIES OF THE DOVE.

In the year 1784 a secret society of both sexes was framed on
the model of Freemasonry; its meetings were held at Versailles
under the title of Okevaliers et Okevalieres de la OoWmbe. Its
existence, we believe, was of brief duration.

The Baron de Knigge, in 1783, established at Frankfort an
Qrder or rite which he called Eclectic Masan'1'!J, having for its
object the abolition of the high grades or philosophical degrees.
Hence Eclectic Masonry only acknowledged the three symbolic
degrees, but permitted any Lodge to select at its option any of
the higher degrees, provided they did not intsrfere with the
uniformity of the first three. It is clear the Baron did not
succeed in his endeavours, as the degrees he reprobated are in
high estimation, and nothing is heard now of his system.

GRAND CHAPI'ER OF HA.RODIM,

an institution revived (it is supposed, by Brother Preston) in
1787. He says, "Though this order is of ancient date, and had
been patronized in different parts of Europe, there appears
not on record, previously to this period, the regular establish­
ment of such an association in England. For some years it was
faintly encouraged, but after its merit had been further investi­
gated, it received the patronage of several exalted Masonic
characters. The Grand Chapter is governed by a Grand Patron.
two Vice-Patrons, a Chief Ruler or Harod, and two Assistants,
with a Council of Twelve Companions. It was a school of in­
struction, organized upon a peculiar plan, and the lectures were
divided into sections, and the sections into clauses. Its teaching
embodied the whole art of Masonry."

KNIGHT OF THE RED CROSS.

A Masonic degree so named is continued in the United States
of America. No record of its existence in England can be
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traced, and if it ever was conferred in this country, it was no
doubt one of the many degrees united under that of the
Knights Templar. The legend is simila.r to that of the Fif·
teenth Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite.

KNIGHT OF THB MBDITBRRAliBAN PASS

was an honorary degree conferred on Knights Templar as
Knights of Malta, under the old constitution. The degree is
said to have originated from the following circumstance. In an
excursion of the Knights of Malta into the kingdom of Naples,
while crossing the river Wanto (the ancient Aufidus), they
were attacked by a very superior force of Turks. However,
notwithstanding the disparity of numbers, the Knights succeeded
in obtaining a complete victory, the Moslems being entirely
routed, and the river dyed with their blood. .As a reward for
the valour displayed by these Knights, they had granted to
them free permission to pass and repass at every port in the
Mediterranean in possession of the Christians. The legend of
the degree relates that this event occurred in 1367, nearly 200
yelU'l1 before the Knights of St. John, or Rhodes as then
called, obtained Malta. At this period the Knights, headed by
the Grand Master Raymond Berenger, with a la.rge naval force
attacked the Ottoman corsairs in the Mediterranean and chased
them into the port of Alexandria, but were compelled at last to
retire b.lfore the superior force of the Sultan of Egypt.

'KNIGHT OF CONSTANTINOPLE

is a side degree invented in America. Weare told it can be
conferred by any Master Mason who is possessed of its secrets
on another, but there is a ritual for the full performance of the
degree, thongh seldom used.

KNIGHTS AND NYMPHS 08 THE ROSE

was an order of Adoptive or Androgynous Masonry, invented
toWlll'ds the close of the eighteenth century by M. de Chau-
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mont, the Masonic Secretary to the Duc de Chartres. The only
establishment known was in Paris; the place of meeting was
called the Temple of Love. It was ornamented with garlands of
flowers, and hung round with escutcheons, on whi~h were painted
various devices and scenes of gallantry. There were two presid­
ing officers, the man being styled the Hierophant, the female the
High Priestess. The former initiated men, the latter women. The
Conductor Assistant of the men was called Sentiment, that of the
women Discretion. The Knights wore a crown of myrtle, the
Nymphs a crown of roses. The Hierophant and High Priestess
wore in addition a rose-coloured scarf, on which were embroidered
two devices within a myrtle wreath. One dull taper was the only
light during the initiation; at the closing business the hall was
illuminated by numerous wax candles. Wben a candidate was
to be initiated, he or she was taken in charge by Sentiment or
Discretion, divested of all weapons, jewels, or money, hood­
winked, and loaded with chains, and conducted to the door of
the Temple of Love, where admission was demanded by two
knocks. Wben admitted and presented, the candidate was asked
his or her name, country, condition in society, and having
answered these questions was asked, "Wbat are you now seek­
ing P" to this the answer was, "Happiness." The interrogatory
then proceeds a little further," What is your age P" and the
candidate has, if a male, to reply, " The age to love;" the female,
"The age to please and to be loved." The candidate's feelings
and opinions on matters of gallantry are further probed, and all
being satisfactory, the chains are removed and replaced by
garlands of flowers, which are called "the chains of love." After
some other probationary exercises of a like character, the 0 B is
administered: "I promise and swear by the Grand Master of
the Universe never to reveal the secrets of the Order of the
Rose, and should I fail in this my vow, may the mysteries I
shall receive add nothing to my pleasures, and instead of the
roses ofhappine88 may I find nothing but thorns of repentance."
The candidates were then conducted to the mysterious groves in
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the neighbourhood of the Temple of Love, and during the time
there spent, slow and delicious music in march style is played.
These trials ended, the novice is next conducted to the altar of
mystery, placed at the foot I)f the Hierophant's throne, and
there incense is offered to Venus and her son Cupid: a brief
space spent there, and lifter some more ceremonies of a like
character, the bandage is removed from the novitiate's eyes, and
with delicious musiIJ and in a brillia.ntly lighted apartment, the
signs and secrets are communicated.

All the information here given is gathered from Clavel,
" ~onnique Picturesque."

ROMAN EAGLE.

A LATIN LODGE was in 1784 organized by Dr. John Brown,
of Edinburgh, under the title of the Roman Eagle Lodge, the
whole ritual being in Latin. It had a brief existence.

ADOI'TIVE MASONRY.

Tlw Masonry; qfAdoption is the term used in France for a
system of Masonry for Women. It would appear that the
perfection of character which their husbands had reached, excited
a desire in the breasts of some of the other sex to obtain a
knowledge of the foundation of Freemasonry.

Those who are admitted bear the appellation of Sisters. The
Order contains five grades, which are the Apprentice, Companion,
and Mistress; these are obligatory i-the others are called high
grades, High Mistress and Sublime Scottish.

As we might expect, the garden of Paradise, with our first
parents and the tempter, are prominent illustrations, and the
dreadful punishment our mother Eve inflicted on her posterity
by giving way to curiosity is the first lesson. EVE is the pass­
word throughout, and BALBA (Babel), which signifies confusion,
is not inappropriate to this mixture of brothers and sisters.
The third degree embraces a vast portion of Scripture History,
the whole of the events recorded in the book of Genesis, after
the subsidence of the waters of the deluge, being brought to
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view. The prominent vices of both sexes are dilated on, even to
a reference to the crimes which drew down the vengeance of the
Most High on Sodom, Lot's wife not being forgotten. of COlll'lle

to read another lesson to the ladies on the evils of curiosity.
Joseph's adventures are related in the examination, bllt the part
played by Potiphar's wife appears unaccountably to be omitted,
we suppose because it tells unfavourably to the ladies. Balls
and banquets are inseparable from these associations, and they
are no doubt the real design of the organization, the ceremonies
being merely a pretext.

Weare told that. when first organized in France, the in·
stitution was acknowledged by the Masonic authorities of the
kingdom. The first Lodge, "La Candeur," was opened in Paris
on the 11th of March, 1785, a Marquis being the President,
and a Duchess acting as Grand Mistress: in the same year the
Duchess of Bourbon was installed as Grand Mistress. The
Revolution of course checked this as well as other associations,
but in 1805 there was a revival, and the Empress Josephine
presided over the "Lodge Imperiale d'A.doption des Francs
Chevaliers," at Strasburg.

ARK DEGREES•

.Ark and Dove. and .Ark Mariners, were degrees in some
practice in London during the present century. Their names
imply that they have a reference to the salvation of Noah and
his family from the deluge. They bore much similitude to the
Noachite in the Ancient and A.ccepted Rite. .

lIASONIC BAP1'ISlI.

Although we have rites and ceremonies sufficient to task the
powers of memory in the best constructed brain, our con­
tinental brethren are ever at work to contrive some novelty
for the Masonic institution. In France has been instituted
an order for the Baptism of the sons of Masons, which has
been also adopted by the Foyer Maponnique Lodge in New
Orleans, and the first opening of the proceedings occurred in
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1859. The proceedings do not appear to have any very remark­
able characteristic. The Sponsors make promises of good order
and moral conduct, and the neophyte's left hand is dipped into
the water by the W. M. To the mother is given a gold alliance
ring with this injunction, "May this ring recall to you, as to
us, your future steps in the Masonic temple; always remember
what you have seen and heard. Henceforth Masonry can have
no secrets for you; you know her laws and obligations; be then
satisfied, dear sister, for this name, which it gives us pleasure to
bestow on you, makes us feel that there cannot exist true
fraternity and happiness unless accompanied by the presence of
woman."

THE ILLUMINATI.

About the year 1775 or 1776, Adam Weishaupt, a professor of
canon law in the University of Ingolstadt, in Bavaria, in con­
junction with a few other men of high position and .intellectual
attainments, formed a secret society of a more extraordinary
character than modern times had ever known. Of this associa­
tion the most extraordinary accounts have been given at various
periods, in which the romantic element has combined with
malicious exaggeration to distort the few facts which are really
known concerning it. Weare told that the design of the insti­
tution was to accomplish the overthrow of all civil and religious
government-the throne and the altar were equally destined to
annihilation, and society was to have been completely disor­
ganized. Weishaupt himself is said, by the opponents of his
system, to have been an extreme political reformer, and an
infidel. But little is known of this person; the meagre accounts
that we have of him have been written under the influence of
strong prejudice; and there is great reason to doubt whether he
Ol' the society which he established deserved the bad character
which has been attached to them.

Freemasonry has been frequently accused of a connexion
with the much dreaded, but little known institution of the
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Illuminati: and the world at large has been led to believe that
the French Revolution, and all the horrors that followed, were.
in a great degree. the result of conspiracies hatched under their
united auspices.

The idea of connecting his institution with Freemasonry did
not exist in Weishaupt's mind at its fonnation, for it will be
seen that the first steps have no Masonic bearing whatever; but
it seems that imagining that union with an ancient and honoured
institution would be favourable to the promulgation of his
scheme, he became a member of a Lodg-e in Munich, and in a
short time his persuasive arguments induced many Masons to
enlist into the new Order. He then contrived to interweave the
three ancient symbolic degrees with Illuminism, the better by
their means to get over the scruples of the more enlightened of
those who beca.me his followers. By his adversaries it is said
that, as soon as the Masons witnessed the development of his
"high degrees," they saw their error, and one and all retreated;
while some. who had left the society in disgust at witnessing
the disloyal and infidel precepts that were broached. betrayed its
principles.

Upon learning the political tenets taught in its assemblies, the
Elector of Bavaria ordered a judicial examination into the
charges made against the Order, and the result was that the
meetings were forbidden, and the society extinguished in his
dominions. It, however, spread into other parts of Gennany,
and was introduced into France in 1787; the state of the public
feeling in France at this period was favourable to the tenets of
an institution like Illuminism, and it made rapid progress.

Although Professor Robison and others have endeavoured to
connect the Illuminati with Freemasonry, certainly no where has
it been established that there was ever any specific union or
connexion with our noble Order. Events which occurred in
France during the fever of the French Revolution cannot be
received in evidence, all society and order having been overturned
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in that convulsion. It is clear that the institution had but
a very brief existence in the country of its birth, and that
throughout Germany the Masonic Lodges were closed against
its founder; indeed several dissolved themselves, &8 it was said
Lodges might by possibility harbour conspirators, and therefore
they must remain closed till quieter times.

Weishaupt himself, in recommending his scheme, speaks
disparagingly of all Masonry, but says he has contrived a
system, "inviting to Christians of every communion, which
gradually frees them from all religious prejudices, and which
animates them by a great, a feasible, and speedy prospect of
universal happiness, in a state of liberty, free from the obstacles
which society, rank, and riches continually throw in our way."
Certainly Freemasonry teaches nothing of this sort. Doctrines
even more alarming to the minds of those who reverence" the
right divine for kings to govern wrong," were promulgated in
France, and the causes of the Revolution may at this day be
traced, not to such institutions as the illuminati,' but to the
deplorable corruption of the national morals, and the exhaustion
of its resources.

The wasteful wars of Louis XIV., his stupendous public
works, the splendid edifices erected by him, and the pomp of
his magnificent court, although supported by the most oppressive
ta.xation, had at least the effect of flattering the national vanity;
but the wanton prodigality of Louis XV. produced a different
result upon the national mind. The habit of lavishing the
public money in profligate expenditure was firmly fixed in the
court, and the corrupt system of government too deeply rooted
to be easily eradicated, and when Louis XVI. ascended the
throne he succeeded to an empty treasury and a debt of four
millions of livres. The young king's virtuous attempts at
reform were opposed by the clergy and noblesse, and at the
period of which we are treating, the smouldering fire of public
indignation was ready to break into flame.
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Acoounta of an institution holding tenets like those attributed
to the Illumines would naturally increase the alarm of the
upper classes, who saw on every hand signs that their days of
public plunder were approaching to an end. A work entitled
Essai aur la Secte des Illuminis, which was published anony­
mously, but has since been ascertained to have been the produc­
tion of the Marquis de Luchet, made ita appearance in the year
1788; and the pretended disclo!llll'es which were therein made
increased the prevailing excitement.

The Illuminati, says our author, began by excluding the New
Testament, and every reference to Christianity, altogether from
their Lodges; no part of their system, however, from his
account, appears f.9 bear the slightest resemblance to symbolic
Masonry. The sect had two classes, which were subdivided into
lesser degrees, their first clslIS containing the following:­
Novices j Illuminatus Minor j Illuminatus Major. In the second
class were attained the mysteries; this was divided into two
degrees, lesser and greater: the lesser comprehended the degrees
styled " Priests" and " Regenta, or Princes;" in the greater are
comprehended those of" Magus" and " Rex." Between these
two clllllses were a£terwards interwoven the three symbolic
degrees of Masonry, with those of Scotch Novice and Scotch
Knight. From the lllllt cllllls were chosen the "elect," who
were the supreme council, end the" Areopagites." The opera­
tions of the sect depended in every degree on the tact of one
single brother, designated the Brother Inquisitor, whose office
was to make proselytes, and to prepare the minds of the newly
initiated for the part they were intended to act.

It hss been said that illuminism found ita way into Britain,
but the statement is without foundation, and there is no record
of anyone of our countrymen having embrsced ita principles.
As all we know of the institution is derived from hostile writers,
it is quite possible that illuminism is wrongly judged.



CHAPTER XXI,

SOLOMON'S TEMPLE; OR, THE HOUSE OF GOD
WHICH SOLOMON BUILT .AT JERUSALEM.

"Behold the Temple
In undisturbed and IOlle serenity,
Finding itself a solemn sanctuary
In the profound of heaven! It stands before us
A mount of snow fretted with golden pinnacles!
The very sun, as though he worshipped there,
Lingers upon the gilded cedar roofs;
And down the long and branching porticoes,
On every flowery-sculptured capital,
Glittel'B the homage of his parting beams,"

MILMAN.

OuR traditional history ascribes the foundation of Freemasonry
to the building of King Solomon's Temple, or, as it is called in
Scripture, "the palace of Jehovah," a designation intended to
intimate that its splendour ann magnificence were not intended
to reflect honour on those engaged in its construction, but only
that it should be rendered a fit dwelling for Him who is the
"King of kings, and Lord of lords." .As the ceremonies and
lectures have many allusions to the Temple, a description of the
building and its situation is essential to obtaining even a
general notion of this remarkable structure, The following
lWCOunt is drawn from the historical books of the Old Testament
and other trustworthy sources.

Temple, tke kouae of GtJd, tke sanctuary, tke tabernacle of
tke Lord, tke palace of tke Most Higk, are terms often used
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synonymously in Scripture, though, strictly speaking, they
import very distinct things. The sanctuary was but one part
of the tabernacle, or temple j neither does the word temple
describe the tabernacle; nor tabernacle the temple. The He­
brews, before Solomon, could not properly be said to have had a
temple, yet they did not scruple by the word temple to describe
the tabernacle; as, on the contrary, they sometimes, by the
tabernacle of the Lord, expressed the temple built by Solomon.

After the Lord had instructed David that Jerusalem was
the place He had chosen, in which to fix his dwelling, that
prince began to realize his design of preparing a temple for the
Lord, that might be something worthy of his divine majesty.
He opened his mind on this subject to the prophet Nathan, but
the Lord did not think fit that he should execute his purpose,
however laudable. The honour was reserved for Solomon, his
son and successor, who was to be a peaceable prince, and not
like David, who had shed much blood in war. David, however,
applied himself to collect great quantities of gold, silver, brass,
iron, and other materials for this undertaking.

When David thought of the temple, his country was at rest,
and the ascendancy he had gained greatly favoured the arts of
peace and the blessings of civilized society. He looked to his
neighbours, the Tyrians, for aid, as a people in posBession, not
only of architectural skill, but also men capable of constructing
buildings. The flourishing state of the Phamicians at the. time
of David indicates the growth of ages. In the book of Joshua,
600 years before Solomon's time, Tyre is called "the great city."
The Old Testament in many places refers to the extent of their
co=erce and the wealth of their cities. They traded in
timber, iron, copper, tin, glass, and especially in that brilliant
dye and those rich fabrics of art which gave them their name,
and awakened the songs of poets as they gazed on the sump­
tuous beauty of court dresses, and the dazzling decorations of
thrones. Of this people, in the time of David, Hiram was king.
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The two sovereigns formed an alliance on the basis of mutual
advantage, and as soon as Hiram heard that Solomon had been
anointed king in the room of his father, he sent him an embassy
of congratulation. We learn that Solomon sent to Huram (in
Kings he is called Hiram, in Chronicles Huram), saying, " As
thou didst deal with David my father, and didst send him
cedars to build him an house to dwell therein, even so deal
with me." (2 Chron. ii. 3.) Solomon agrees to give him com,
wine, and oil in exchange for the services of his men, and the
materials he required. At this period there lived at the court
of Tyre an artificer of great celebrity, and whose name was the
same as that of his royal master, and whom we are accustomed
to designate Hiram Abif (an appellative said to mean his·coun·
sellor or head workman). This Hiram was a widow's son, his
mother being of the tribe of Dan, or, according to some accounts,
of Napthali; his father, it is supposed, being a native of Tyre.
The preliminary arrangements which Solomon made to carry out
the great undertaking on which he had set his heart, appear in
his message to the King of Tyre, and in the answer of Hiram,
one of the oldest letters on record in the world, in which he
assents to Solomon's request.

"Behold, I build an house to the name of the Lord my God,
to dedicate it to him, and to bum before him sweet incense, and
for the continual shewbread, and for the burnt offerings morning
and evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the
solenin feasts of the Lord our God. This is an ordinance for
ever to Israel. And the house which I build is great: for great
is our God above all gods. But who is able to build him an
house, seeing the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain
him P who am I then, that I should build him an house, save
only to bum sacrifice before him? Send me now therefore a
man cunning to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in
iron, and in purple, and crimson, and blue, and that can skill to
grave with the cunning men that are with me in Judah and in
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Jerusalem, whom David my father did provide. Send me also
cedar trees, fir trees, and algum trees, out of Lebanon: for I
know that thy servants can skill to cut timber in Lebanon; and.
behold, my servants shall be with thy servants, even to
prepare me timber in abundance: for the house which I am
about to build shall be wonderful great. And., behold, I will
give to thy servants, the hewers that cut timber, twenty thou­
sand measures of beaten wheat, and twenty thousand measures
of barley, and twenty thousand" baths of wine, and twenty thou­
sand baths of oil.

"Then Huram the king of Tyre answered in writing, which
he sent to Solomon, Because the Lord hath loved his people, he
hath made thee king over them. Huram said moreover, Blessed
be the Lord God of Israel, that made heaven and earth, who
hath given to David the king a wise son, endued with prudence
and understanding, that might build an house for the Lord., and
an house for his kingdom. And now I have sent a cunning
man, endued with understanding, of Huram my father's, the
son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a
man of Tyre, skilful to work in gold., and in silver, in brass, in
iron, in stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine
linen, and in crimson; also to grave any manner of graving,
and to find out every device which shall be put to him, with thy
cunning men, and with the cunning men of my lord David thy
father. Now therefore the wheat, and the barley, the oil, and
the wine, which my lord hath spoken of, let him send unto his
servants: and we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as thou
shalt need: and we will bring it to thee in flotes by sea to
Joppa; and thou shalt carry it up to Jerusalem."

The result soon appears. Tens of thousands are busy in the
mountains of Lebanon. Stones are hewed, and cedar trees are
felled. Ancient Joppa is in motion, for the Tynan fleet and I'llfts
have passed the Phrenician coast, and rounded the promontory
of Carmel; and artisans and cunning workmen of all needful
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crafts, and the materials on which they will employ their skill,
will soon be tossing amid the surf that here rolls violently in
from the great sea, and should they land safely after a journey
of nearly forty miles, they will find themselves and their burdens
l).ear the hallowed spot where they will be employed to aid a
more sublime object than Phrenician ever thought of; and in
the neighbouring territory Tyrians shall hear the voice of Him
to whom Baal and Astarte are an insult and an abomination.

Eastern empires, with all their magnificent resources, have at
this time-about a thousand years before Christ-temples,
altars, and idols, but the true and living God has no place, save
among the Israelites, in the religions and worship of the world.

The place chosen for erecting this magnificent structure was
Mount Moriah, the summit of which, originally, was unequal
and its sides irregular, but it was an object of ambition with the
Jews to level and extend it. This they effected, and during the
second temple, it formed a square of 500 cubits, or 304 yards
on each side, allowing, as is commonly done, 21'888 inches to
the cubit. Almost the whole of this space was arched under.
ground, to prevent the possibility of pollution from secret
graves; and it was surrounded by a wall of excellent stone 25
cubits, or 47 feet 7 inches high; without which lay a con·
siderable extent of flat and gently sloping ground, which was
occupied by the buildings of the tower of Antonia, gardens, and
public walks.

The plan and the whole model of this structure was laid by
the same Divine Architect as that of the tabernacle, viz., God
Himself; and it was built much in the same form as the taber­
nacle, but was of much larger dimensions. The utensils for the
sacred service were also the same as those used in the tabernacle,
only several of them were larger, in proportion to the more
spacious edifice to which they belonged. The foundations of
this magnificent edifice were laid by Solomon in the year of the
world 2992, and it was finished A,M. 3000, having occupied
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seven years and six months in the building. It was dedicated
A..M. 3001, with peculiar solemnity, to the worship of Jehovah,
who condescended to make it the place for the special manifesta­
tion of his glory. (2 Chron. v. vi. vii.) The front or entrance
to the temple was on the eastern side, and consequently facing
the Mount of Olives, which commanded a noble prospect of the
building; the holy of holies, therefore, stood towards the west.
The temple itself, strictly so called, which comprised the portico,
the sanctuary, and the holy of holies, formed only a sma.ll·pa.rl
of the sacred edifice, these being surrounded by spacious courts,
chambers, and other apartments, which were much more exten­
sive than the temple itself.

From the descriptions which are handed down to u.s of the
temple of Solomon, it is utterly impossible to obtain so a.ccurate
an idea of its relative parts and their respective proportions, as
to furnish such an account as may be deemed satisfactory to the
reader. Hence we find no two writers agreeing in their descrip­
tions. The following account may be .sufficient to give us a
general idea of the building :-

The temple itself was 70 cubits long; the porch being 10
cubits (1 Kings vi. 3), the holy place 40 cubits (ver. 17), and the
most holy place 20 cubits (2 Chron. iii. 8). The width of the
porch, holy, and most holy places, was 20 cubits (2 Chron. ili.
3), and the height over the holy and most holy places was 30
cubits (1 Kings vi. 2), but the height of the porch was much
greater, being no less than 120 cubits (2 Chron. iii. 4), or four
times the height of the rest of the building. To the north and
south sides, and the west end of the holy and most holy places,
or all around the edifice, from the back of the porch on the one
side, to the back of the porch on the other side, certain buildings
were attached. These were called side chambers, and consisted
of three stories, each 5 cubits high (1 Kings vi. 10), and joined
to the wall of the temple without. But what may seem singular
is, that the lowest of these stories was 5 cubits broad on the
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floor, the second 6 cubits, and the third 7 cubits, and yet the
outer wall of them all was upright (ver. 6). The reason of this
was, that the wall of the temple, against which they leaned, had
always a scarcement of a cubit at the height of every 5 cubits, to
prevent the joists of these side chambers from being fixed in it.
Thus the three stories of side chambers, when taken together,
were 15 cubits high, and consequently reached exactly to half
the height of the side walls, and end of the temple, so that there
was abundance of space, above these, for the windows which
gave light to the temple (ver. 4). Josephus illifers very
materially from this in his description, for which we know not
how to account, but by supposing that he has confounded the
Scripture account of Solomon's temple with that of the temple
after the captivity and of Herod.

In noticing the several courts of the temple, we naturally
begin with the outer one, which was called tke court of tke
Gentiles, and into which persons of all nations were permitted
to enter. The most natural approach to this was by the east
gate, which was the principal gate of the temple. It was by
far the largest of all the courts pertaining to the sacred building,
and comprised a space of 188,991 superficial cubits, or 14
English acres, 1 rood, 29 poles, and 13 yards, of which above
two-thirds lay to the south of the temple. It was separated
from the court of the women by a wall three cubits high, of
lattice work, so that persons walking here might see through
it, as well as over it. This wall, however, was not on a level
with the court of which we are speaking, but was cut out of
the rock 6 cubits above it, the ascent to which was by 12
steps. On pillars placed at equal distances in this wall were
inscriptions in Greek and Latin, to warn strangers, and such as
were unclean, not to proceed further on pain of death. It was
from this court that our Saviour drove the persons who had
established a cattle-market, for the purpose of supplying those
with sacrifices who came from a distance (Matt. xxi. 12, 13).
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We must not overlook the beautiful pavement of variegated
marble, and the piazzas, or covered walks, with which this
court was surrounded.. Those on the east, west, and north sides
were of the same dimensions, but that on the south was much
larger. The porch called Solomon's (John x. 23. Acts iii. 11)
was on the east side or front of the temple, and was so called
because it was built by this prince, upon a high wall of 400
cubits from the valley of Kedrcn.

The court qf tM women, called in Scripture tM 1UIW court (2
ebron. xx. 5), and tM outer court (Ezek. xlvi. 21), was 80

designated by the Jews, not because none but women were
permitted to enter it, but because it was their appointed place of
worship, beyond which they might not go, unless when they
brought a sacrifice, in which case they went forward to the
court of Israel. The gate which led into this court, from that of
the Gentiles, was the beautiful gate of the temple, mentioned
Acts iii. 2, so called, because the folding-doors, lintel, and side­
posts, were all overlaid with Corinthian brass. The court itself
was 135 cubits square, having four gates, one on each side, and
on three of its sides were piazzas, with galleries above them,
whence could be seen what was passing in the great court. At
the four corners of this court were four rooms, appropriated to
different purposes (Ezek. xlvi. 21-24). In thejirst the lepers
purified themselves after they were healed; in the second the
wood for the sacrifices was laid up; the Nazantes prepared their
oblations, and shaved their heads, in the third; and in the
fourth the wine and oil for the sacrifices were kept. There were
also two rooms more, where the Levites' musical instruments
were laid up, and also thirteen treasure chests, two of which
were for the half-shekel, which was paid yearly by every
Israelite, and the rest for the money for the purchase of sacrifices
and other oblations. It was in this court of the women, called
the treasury, that our Saviour delivered his striking discourse to
the Jews, related in John viii. 1-20. It was into this court,
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also, that the Pharisee and publican went to pray (Luke xviii.
10-13), and into which the lame man followed Peter and John
after he was cured, the court of the women being the ordinary
place of worship for those ~ho brought no sacrifice (Acts iii. 8).

From thence, after prayers, he went back with them, through
the beautiful gate of the temple, where he had been lying, and
through the sacred fence, into the court of the Gentiles, where,
under the eastern piazza, or Solomon's porck, Peter delivered
that sermon which converted five thousand. It was in the same
court of the women that the Jews laid hold of Paul, when they
judged him a violator of the temple, by taking Gentiles within
the sacred fence (Acts xxi. 26, &c.). In this court the high
priest, at the fast of Expiation, read a portion of the law. Here
also the king, on the sabbatical year, did the same at the feast
of Tabernacles.

Tke court qf Israel was separated from the court of the
women by a wall 32i cubits high on that side, but on the other
only 25. The reason of which difference was, that as the rock
on which the temple stood always became higher on advancing
westward, the several courts naturally became elevated in pro­
portion. The ascent into the court was by a flight of 15 steps,
of a semicircular form, on which it is by some thought that the
Levites stood and sung the 'I Psalms of degrees" (cxx.-exxnv.),
at the feast of Tabernacles. This gate is spoken of under
several appellations in the Old Testament, but in the time of our
Saviour it was known as the gate Nicanor. It was here the
leper stood, to have his atonement made, and his cleansing com­
pleted. It was here they tried the suspected wife, by making her
drink of the bitter water; and it was here likewise that women
appeared after childbirth, for purification. The whole length of
the court from east to west was 187 cubits, and the breadth
from north to south, 135 cubits. This was divided into two
parts; one of which was the court of the Israelites, and the
other the court of the priests. The former was a kind of a
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piazza surrounding the latter, under which the Israelites stood
while their sacrifices were burning in the court of the priests.
It had 13 gates, with chambers above them, each of which had
its particular name and use. The s~ which was comprised in
the court of the priests was 165 cubits long, and 119 cubits
wide, and was raised 21 cubits above the surrounding court,
from which it was separated by the pillars which supported. the
piazza, and the railing which was placed. between them (2 Kings
xi. 8. 10). Within this court stood the brazen altar on which
the sacrifices were consumed, the molten sea, in which the
priests washed, and the ten brazen lavers, for washing the
sacrifices, also the various utensils and instruments for sacri.
ficing, which are enumerated in 2 Chron. iv.

It is necessary to observe here, that although the court of the
priests was not accessible to all Israelites, as that of Israel was

to all the priests, yet they might enter it on three several
occasions, viz., to lay their hands on the animals which they
offered, or to kill them, or to waive some part of them. And
then their entrance was not by the east gate, and through the
place where the priests stood; but 0I:dinari1y by the north or
south side of the court, according as the sacrifices were to be
slain on the north or south sides of the altar. In general, it
was a rule, that they never returned from this court by the same
door that they entered. (Exod. xlvi. 9). From the court of the
priests the ascent to the temple was by a flight of 12 steps, each
half a cubit in height, which led into the sacred porch. Of the
dimensions of this, as also of the sanctuary and holy of h,olies,
we have already spoken. We shall therefore only observe here,
that it was within the door of the porch, and in the sight of
those who stood in the courts immediately before it, that the
two pillars, Jachin and Boa::, were placed (2 Chron. iii. 17.
Ezek. xl. 49).

The consummate art displayed in the fabrication and enrich­
ment of these remarkable pillars especially demands our notice.
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The compiler of the books of Kings says that Hiram, who was
"filled with wisdom and understanding to work all works of
brass," cast for Solomon "two pillars of brass eighteen cubits
high apiece" (1 Kings vii. 15), while the writer of the Chronicles
says that" he made two pillars of thirty-five cubits high" (2
Chron. iii. 15). The explanation here is not very doubtful. The
Chronicles speak of both the pillars, while the two of 18 cubits
each mentioned in the former book would be together 36 cubits:
the difference of half a cubit in a column of that height might be
swallowed up in the chapiter or base. The whole height, adding
the capital of five cubits, according to different authorities,
would be 35 or 40 feet. They were adorned with a considerable
depth of lily work, and on the projecting part of the capital
there were, in several rows, two hundred pomegranates, which,
with other beautiful ornaments, crowned the head of each pillar
as it rose in majesty before this holy house.

These pillars Solomon ordered to be placed in the porch of the
temple; and "he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof
Jachin; and he set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof
Boa::." Although these names have occasioned much dispute,
lItability is the fundamental idea they embody j the two names
together form a kind of sentence, as the marginal interpretation
reads; or it may be otherwise rendered-Jackin, it shall stand,
-Boa::, in strength. There have been various mystical specula­
tions abo~t these pillars and their names, which it is not
necessary here to enter into.

The walls of the temple were covered with fir and cedar; the
latter, however, predominating to such a degree that the whole
was said to be covet:ed with it. " All was cedar, there was no
stone seen" (1 Kings vi. 18). Carvings of plants and flo~ers

beautified the woodwork. A partition separated the oracle from
the holy place; it had doors of olive-tree, offering to the eye
carvings of cherubims, palm-trees, and open flowers (ver. 32); a
curtain suspended by gold rings and chains veiled the interior
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from the gaze of mortal, and over the Central point of itll myste­
rious depth the wings of cherubims met, indicating the care with
which the heavenly powers watch over God's covenant and law.
In Exod. xxv. we find the command given that two were to be
made of pure gold, and overshadow the mercy-seat. The two
belonging to the temple were of olive-wood. They were as
colossal as some of the ABsyrian figures, and there was a square­
ness about them, each covering a space of 10 cubitll, in height
and length. The two thus rising either 15 or 17i feet, having
their fore and hind wings extending over an equal portion gf the
breadth of the chamber, meeting and filling it from Bide to side
(ver. 27), must have had a very imposing appearance. The
IIIIUL1l engravings we &1'0 lICCUIltomed. to see deceive u.s in this
matter. We must strive to paint it on the mind's eye in order
to conceive of it correctly, and spread a canvas of the appropriate
size before the imagination.

Nes.r the entrance of the oracle was placed the alts.r of incense,
often called the golden alta.r. Here also, as in the tabernacle,
were the golden candlesticks with seven brs.nches, and the table
of shewbread. The light of the holy place was wholly, or mainly,
derived from the seventy lightll; for it appears there were ten
of them made "according to their furm," which must mean
that given in Exod. xxv., and therefore having three branches
on each side of the shaft, thus making with the central light
the number we have named. ·Five of these were p~ced on tho
right, and five on the left, before the oracle.

The whole temple of which we have been treating was over.
laid with gold in a style of extraordinary magnificence. The
&C('{)unts given in the history baffie alI oonception. When the
reader has occupied. himself with only a smalI part of the details,
he finds himself bewildered with their richness and variety. Nor,
in view of the statement that Solomon made gold and silver at
Jerusalem as plentiful as stones (2 ebron. i. 15), can wo, as
some seem disposed to do, suspect the writers of exaggeration.
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It is worthy of remark that the building of King Solomon's
temple was begun on the 2nd day of the month of Zif, corre­
sponding with the 21st day of April, in the year of the world
2992, or 1012 years before the Christian era, and was completed
in little more than seven years, on the 8th day of the month of
Bul, or the 23rd of October in the year 2999, during which
period no sound of axe, hammer, or other metallic tool was
heard, every thing having been cut and fra.med in the quarries
or on Mount Lebanon, and brought, properly carved, marked,
and numbered, to Jerus&1em, where they were fitted in by means
of wooden mauls. So of Freemasonry it has &1ways been the
boast, that its members perfect the work of edification by quiet
and orderly methods, "without the hammer of contention, the
axe of division, or any tool of mischief." The excellency of the
craft in the days of our Grand Master Hiram was so great, that
although the materials were prepared so far off, when they
were put together at J erus&1em each piece fitted with such
exactness, that it appeared more like the work of the Great
.Architect of the universe than of human hands.

The temple thus described retained its pristine splendour but
thirty-three years, when it was plundered by Shishak, king of
Egypt (1 Kings xiv. 25, 26. 2 ehron. xii. 9). .After this period
it underwent sundry profa.nations and pillages, and was at length
utterly destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, A.M.

3416, B.C. 588, aft.er having stood, according to Usher, four
hundred and twenty.four years, three months, and eight days.
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CHAPTER XXII.

THE NAME.-THE SACRED ELEMENTS OF CONSE­
CRATION.-THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS. OF THE
ORDER. - THE SYMBOLIC COLOURS OF FREE­
MASONRY.-THE DATES OF MASONRY.

.. Dilcover not a lecret to another, lelt he that heareth it put thee to
Ihame."-PRoV. laV. 9.

ON THE NAYE.

.. FATHBR OF ALL, iu every age,
In every clime adored,

By saint, by lavage, and by sage,
JBHOVAH, JOVB, or LoRD."

THE English version of the Old Testament Scriptures invariably
translates the name of God as THE LORD, a.lthough in the
Hebrew it assumes different forms; the more usua.l is Jehovah;
thus it appears in the Prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, and a.lso
in many instances in the Psalms. From the time when God
first announced his name to Moses at the burning bush, and
said, "This is my name for ever, and this is my memoriaJ unto
all generations" (Exod. iii. 15), it was the only name by which
He was known to the Israelites. Although God had thus
declared his Name, it was considered unlawful to pronounce it
except on the great day of atonement, when it was only uttered
by the High Priest in the Holy of Holies, amid the sound of
trumpets and cymbals, which prevented the people from hearing
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it. This custom is supposed to have arisen originally from
a wish to prevent its becoming known to the surrounding
nations, and being by them blasphemously applied to their
idols.

In consequence of the people thus abstaining from its utter­
ance, the true pronunciation was lost. It will be readily sel!n
that as the Hebrew alphabet consists entirely of consonants,. the
vowel sounds having to be supplied by the reader, if not pre­
viously made acquainted with the correct pronunciation, he waa
of coul"l\e unable to pronounce the word.

In this way it was that during the captivity the word waa
lost.

The fundamental principle of Masonry is the knowledge of
the True and Living God; hence his Name in varied form, as
symbolic of his attributes, appears in the entire system.

J EHOVAH is his ineffable and mysterious Name. "I ap­
peared," says the Almighty, "un~ Abraham, unto Isaac, and
unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty (Al-Shaddai), but by
my Name JEHOVAH was I not known to them" (Exod. vi. 3).
SH.lilDAl signifies the self-sufficient (or all-bountiful); JEHOVAH
signifies the Self-existent, He who gives being and existence to
others. There has been much written on this passage, which,
as it stands in our translation, is taken to be a direct contm­
diction to several instances in which this Name appears to have
been lcnown long before Moses, and applied to the Supreme
ubject of worship. The first woman, Eve, when she had " got"
her son Cain, appears to have designated the Deity by the Name
JEHOVAH; and in the same chapter (Gen. iv. 26) Seth called
his son Enos-then the Lord was invoked under his Name
JEHOVAH. In what sense, then, could God assert to Moses
that his ancestors had not lcnown Him by his Name JEHOVAH P
Mr. Charles Taylor, in his English edition of Calmet's Diction­
ary, offers an elucidation which certainly clears away the diffi­
culty. The word used in the original is 'l1Vl') (nodati) , the
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root of which is ~, to know; but knowledge has VariOllS

degrees, and he cites several instances of the different degrees of
strength the verb and its accessories obtain in the Old Testament,
as aware, full per.ception, appropriate, the latter meaning being

.that most frequently employed; and he suggests that the proper
rendering is, "but by my name J EHOV..ur was I not appropriate
to them." It is to be observed that when in our translation the
word LORD occurs in capital letters, it stands for the J EHOVA.H

of the original: this substitution has the sanction of the Septua­
gint (the Greek translation, made at Alexandria in the third
century), which commonly renders it by Kvpws, or "Lord,"
whence it has been inferred that the translators were not accus­
tomed to pronounce the Name; to which we may add, that they
were probably unwilling to communicate what they knew of it
to strangers. It is certain that the Jews associated much mys­
tery with the Name; their respect for it led them to abstain
from pronouncing it after the captivity, until ultimately tkey
forgot tke true pronunciation. Origen, Jerome, and other
early fathers of the Christian Church, mention that in their
time the Jews wrote the Name in their copies of the Scriptures
in Samaritan characters, in order to veil it "from the profane
inspection of strangers. J08fYj1kus, in his account of"the portion
of Scripture history referred to, says, "that Moses entreated
God to tell him his Name, that he might know how to invoke
Him properly when he offered sacrifice; whereupon God de­
clared to him his Name, which had never before been revealed
to man, and concerning which it is not lawful for me to say
more."

It must be borne in mind also that the book of Genesis was
written after God had revealed his Name to Moses, who may
have used it by anticipation.

Some learned Jews even doubt whether Jehovah be the true
name of God, which they consider to have been irrecoverably
lost; and they say that this is one of the mysteries that will be
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revealed only at the coming of the Messiah. They attribute
this loss to the sinful habit of applying the Masoretic points to
80 sacred a name, in coIlllequence of which the true vowels were
lost. They even relate the legend of a celebrated Hebrew
scholar whom God pennitted to be burnt by a Roman emperor,
because he had been heard to pronounce the Holy Name with
these points (Oliver).

The pronunciation of the Name, it is said, was preservlld and
transmitted by the Essenes, who always communicated it to
each other in a whisper, and in such a form, that while its
component parts were known, its connected whole still remained
a mystery.

T-he modem Jews say it was engraved on the rod of Moses,
and enabled him to perform his miracles; and they attribute all
the wonderful works of Jesus Christ to the potency of this
incommunicable Name, which they say He stole out of the
Temple and wore about Him.

Joaep4us calls the Tetra.grsmmaton, or four-lettered name
(mil'), "the sacred letters-the shuddering Name of God;" and
Oaligula, in P4ilo, swears to him and his associates by "the
God who was to them of unpronounceable Name."

The very heathen seem to' have had some knowledge of this
great ineffable Name; we have an oath in Pythagoras's golden
verses, "By Him w~o has the four letters;" and Eusebius

(A.D. 320) says that on the frontispiece of a temple at Delphi
was inscribed, "Thou art;" on one of the Egyptian temples was
inscribed, "I AM."

The heathen had names of their gods which they did not
dare to pronounce. Cicero produces an example in his catalogue
of deities (De Natura Deorum, lib. iii.), and Lucan says the
earth would have trembled had anyone pronounced them. The
disd-ples of Mohammed use the name Hu Or Hou, which has
almost the same signification as Jehovah, that is, He wlw ia.

Without further remarks on the incommunicable Name, it
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may not be amiss to remind the reader that, although it sigIlifi.es
the state of being, yet it forms no verb, it never assumes a
plural form, it does not admit an article or take an a.ffi:x, neither
is it placed in a state of construction with other words-though
other words may be in construction with it. It seems to be a
compound of i1\ tke essence, and i1'i1, existing, that is, altrJOI!/II
e:xiating; whence the word Eternal appears to express its
import.; or, as it is well rendered in Rev. i. 4; rio 17,-"He
who is, and who was, and who is to come." It is abbreviated
in the form of i1" Jah, which also enters into the formation of
many Hebrew appellations, as Adonijah, HsJlelujah :-God is
my Lord, praise the Lord, &c.

ELOHI, ELOHA, ELOHIM, or Aliihim, is another form of
the Name of the Supreme Being, and would seem to be second
in dignity only to the Name JEHOVAH; as that Name
imports the essential being of the Divinity, so Elohim seems to
import the power inherent in Deity, or the manifestation of
that power on its relative subjects. It is in this form the Name
appears in the Mosaic account of the creation of the world; and
wherever the messages of the prophets or other commissioned
ambassadors of the Most High appear, they are delivered in
the Name of JEHOVAH or ELOHIM; no where is it said, EL
SHADDAI spake. Weare told (Gen. xxxiii. 20) when Jacob
came to Shalem from Padan.aram, "he erected there an altar,
and called it El-elohe.Israel"-that is, the God of Israel.

EL SHADDAI is generally translated God Almighty; it is
said to be derived from N'V, to ascend, or Bit in the highest
place; and in this view it is synonymous with (1'1''') Moat
High. Job more frequently uses it than any other of the sacred
writers.

ADoNAI (Lortl:). This word is by the Jews substituted for that
of Jehovah, which they never pronounce. Lanai gives the sig.
nifi~tion of Adon, the Lord, the Dominator, and Adonai, the
Lord, the most firm or most strong. Hence it may be assumed
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to express 'I1Wst poweiful. When the Jews first adopted this form
it is difficult to ascertain i but as it has a Greek resemblance, it
is presumed to have been used among strangers. In the Greek
mythology, Adonis was the son of Cinyras, by his daughter
Myrrha, and his beauty captivated Venus. He was fond of
hunting, and in the chase was mortally wounded by a wild
boar. The goddess of beauty, after shedding many tears for his
death, changed him into the flower called anemone. R. Payne
Knight says, "Adonis or Adonai was an oriental title of the
sun signifying Lord." Adonis was the same deity with the
Syrian Tammuz, whose festival was celebrated by the Jews
when they degenerated into idolatry (see Ezekiel viii. 14). The
fable originated with the Phoonicians, was carried to Egypt, and
there identified in Osiris, from whence it was transferred to
Greece.

Urquhart mentions one name of God among the Hebrews as
EL GIB.A.L, tM Master-builder. This is curious, as it proves
that the men of Gebal were beyond all others famed for their
skill, or the name was given to their city as a token of their
pre-eminence in architecture.

JAR is the Syriac form of the name of Jehovah i it appears
but once in the Sacred Scriptures, in that noble Psalm (68th)
which begins with the well·known exordium on the removal of
the ark; it is concluded it was composed by David in order to
be sung in the procession of the ark from the house of Obed­
edom to Mount Zion ;-" Sing unto God, sing praises to his
name; extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name
JAH, and rejoictl before him." It is supposed that this form
was well known among the Gentile nations as the tri-literal
Name of God; for, although' bi-literal among the Hebrews, it
assumed among the Greeks the tri-literal form, as lAO. Ma­
crobiua (A..D. 4QO) says this was the sacred Name of the Supreme
Deity; and the Clavian Oracle, being asked which of the gods
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was lAO, replied, "The initiated are bound to conceal the
mysterious secrets. Lea.rn then that lAO is the Great God
Supreme, who ruleth over all:'

BELUS was the name by which the Deity was known to thll
Assyrians and Babylonians; in Cha.ldee it assumes the form
BEL. It appears frequently in the Old Testament, in allusion
to the idolatrous worship into which the Israelites fell when
they came into contact with surrounding nations.

BaaJ or Bel, signifying governor, ruler, Lord, was the name
of the God worshipped by the Phrenicia.ns and Chaldeans.
Some have supposed it was the same as the Saturn of Greece
and Rome, others that it was the Tyri.an Hercules; but it is
most generally agreed that it was the Sun as the symbol of
creative power, that great luminary being adored aU over the
East. Philo Biblius, from Sanchoniatho, says the Phrenicians
ca.lled the sun Beel-samun, which in their language signifies the
Lord oj' Heaven. Herodian says that some ca.ll the same deity
Apollo which others ca.ll Belin. The worship of Bel, Belus, or
Belinius was general throughout the British Islands, and not­
withstanding the spread and establishment of Christianity
through so many ages, some traces of it still remain in the fires
lighted on the 1st of May in the north of England, and in
Ireland on the 24th of June. An ancient memoria.l of this god
of the heathens is retained in the name of our great fish-market,
Belins-gate.

ON was the Name by which Jehovah was worshipped by the
Egyptians. Plato, in Timf1!U8, says, .. Tell me of the God
ON, which 18 and never knew beginning:' Thus ON may be
considered as the equivalent for JEHOVAH among the Egyptians,
as J AH was among the Syrians, and BEL amoug the Cha.ldees.

The ineffable degrees record a great variety of the names of
God; in fact the whole system may be properly said to be a
science of the name of the Most High. It is to be observed that
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the same awe and reverence for the unutterable Name is to be
found in the doctrines and ceremonies of other nations as well as
the Jews l •

Sir William Jones says, "The name of God forms a mystical
word which never escapes from the lips of a pious Hindoo. He
meditates on it in silence." The institutes of Menu refer to its
peculiar efficacy as an OmnIDC word,-" All rites in the Veda.,
oblations to fire, and solemn sacrifices, pass away; but that which
passes not away is the syllable AUM, thence called ais!ara,
since it is the symbol of God, the Lord of created beings:'
In the Brahminical rites the name was bestowed in this trio

literal form on the aspirant at the completion of his initiation,
by whispering it in his ear. The Mohammedans have a science
called Ism Allah, or the science of the name of God; and
Niebuhr, speaking of it, says, "They pretend that God is the
lock of this science, and Mohammed the key: that consequently
none but Mohammedans can attain it; that it discovers what
passes in different countries; that it fimriliarizes the possessors
with the genii who are at the command of the initiated, and
who instruct them; and that it places the winds and seasons at
their disposal:'

THE SACRED ELEME~TS OF CONSECRATION.

"Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye
have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle."-ST. PAUL TO THB
THI!8SALONIANS.

The Rev. Brother Thaddeus Mason Harris, in a discourse
delivered in aid of a charitable institution, says, "Wherefore, my
brethren, do you carry CO'1'1l, wine, and oil in your processions, but
to remind you that, in the pilgrimage of human life, you are to

1 "All pure beings, put, present, and to rome, were created by the
tDOrd, and that word is I AM."-ZBNDA VBSTA.
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impart a portion of your bread to feed the hungry, to send 8

cup of your wine to 'cheer the sorrowful, and to pour the healing
oil of your consolation into the wounds which sickness has made
in the bodies, or aftliction rent in the hearts of your fellow­
travellers P"

CORN, WINE, and OIL are the Masonic elements of cons&­
cration, and their adoption is supported by the highest an­
tiquity. Being all the most important productions of eastern
countries, as constituting the wealth of the people, they were
necessarily esteemed as the supports of life and the means of
refreshment. From the earliest ages, in devoting any place or
thing to religious purposes, the anointing with oil was con­
sidered a necessary part of the ceremony: a custom which h88
descended to our own times:

By God's express command to Moses, the Tabernacle in the
wilderness and all its holy vessels were consecrated with "an
holy anointing oil;" for the preparation of which specific
directions were given (Exod. XXX.' 23). Aaron and his two sons
were anointed and consecrated to the priesthood. Kings and
prophets of the Hebrew nation were all alike consecrated. The
sovereigns of our own land at their coronation are consecrated
with an holy oil. Freemasons' Lodges, and lWyal Arch Chap­
ters, which are emblems of the Ark and Temples dedicated to
the Most High, are solemnly consecrated to the sacred purposes
of the institution; and the Tracing Board, symbolically termed
the Lodge, as representing the Holy Ark of the Covenant, ia
strewed with corn, wine, and oil. For these purposes, properly
the corn is carried in a cornucopia (or horn of plenty), or a
golden dish, the wine and oil in silver ewers.

David, in that most magnificent composition, the l04th
Psalm, which demonstrates the wisdom, beauty, and variety of
God's works, as also his providential care, in the enumeration of
his blessings, mentions "wine that maketh glad the heart of
man, oil to make his fuce shine, and bread which strengtheneth
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man's heart." They may be characterized as emblems of health,
plenty, and peace, essential blessings to the happiness of a
Lodge.

THE A.RMORIAL BEARINGS OF THE ORDER.

The banners of the twelve tribes which adorn the Royal Arch
Chapter, are as follow:-

Judah, scarlet, a lion couchant.
Issa.char, blue, an ass crouching beneath its burden.
Zebulun, purple, a ship.
Reuben, red, a man.
Simeon, yellow, a sword.
Gad, white, a troop of horsemen.
Ephraim, green, an ox.
Manasseh, flesh-coloured, a vine by the side of a wall.
Benjamin, green, a wolf.
Dan, green, an eagle.
Asher, purple, a cup.
Naphta.li, blue, a hind.
When the twelve tribes marched through the wilderness, they

were gathered in four divisions, and when encamped round
about the Tabema.cle, three tribes were under the standard of
Judah, which was a lion, and pla.ced on the east; on the west
were three tribes under the standard of Ephraim, an ox; on the
south were three tribes under the standard of Reuben, a man;
and on the north, three tribes under the standard of Dan, an
eagle (Numbers ii.) j and whence were framed the hieroglyphics
of the cherubim and seraphim to represent the people of
Israel. Therefore God chose to sit upon cherubims bearing the
forms of the four a.nima.ls, to signify that He was the leader and
king of the cohorts of the Israelites. (Praditiona of tke
Hebrews.)

These four standards compose the banner or armorial bearings
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of the Order of Freemasonry, and although only in use as
attached to the Royal .Arch Degree, they belong to the whole
craft, and are intended to denote the origin of the institution
from Solomon, who was the last king under whom all the twelve
tribes were united. The armorial bearings of the Order may be
thus described:-

The shield is divided into eight compartments. On the dexter
side the arms of the London Guild of Masons are thus heraldi.
cally described: sable, on a chevron between three castles argent,
a pair of compasses of the first crest, a castle of the second. This
society was incorporated in the year 1410 by the name and
style of the Society of Freemasons, and William HankstDw,
Clarencieux King at Arms, granted them the above coat. It is
generally believed that this company is a branch of the ancient
fraternity; and in former times no one could take up his freedom
in it unless he had been first initiated in some lawful Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons. On the sinister side, in the first
quarter is a golden lion on a field of blue; on the second, a black
ox on a field of gold; on the third, a man on a field of gold; and
on the fourth, a golden eagle on a blue ground. The crest is
the ark of the covenant, the motto being "Audi, vidi, tace."
The supporters are two cherubims. The Arms of the Grand
Chapter are without the Craft; Masons' Bearings; and the motto
is " Holiness to the Lord."

MASONIC COLOURS. BLUE is the appropriate colour of the
first three degrees or Ancient Craft Masonry, and is emblematic
of universal friendship and benevolence, instructing us, that in
the mind of a Mason those virtues should be as extensive as the
blue arch of Heaven itself. DARK, or, as it is generally called,
GARTER BLUE, is the distinguishing colour of the Grand Lodge.

PuRPLE is a Royal Arch colour and an emblem of union,
because it is produced by the combination of blue and scarlet,
the former being the characteristic colour of the symbolic
degrees, and the latter the chief colour of the Royal Arch.
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SCARLET, the peculiar emblematic colour of the Royal .Arch.
ILIld signifiClLIlt of the zeal ILIld ardour which should inspire its
possessors.

Blue, purple, scarlet, and white or fine linen, are the colours
with which the veils of the Tabernacle were interwoven. The
robes of the Principals of a Royal .Arch Chapter are of these
colours, Joshua wearing blue, Haggai purple, and Zerubbabel
scarlet; the scribes wearing white. Joaepkua informs us that
the Jews gave to the veils an astronomical signification, and
Bupposed them to represent the four elements. Fine white
linen Wlloll a symbol of the earth, because it Wlloll made out of flax,
a production of the earth; the blue, as the colour of the sky, Wlloll
a symbol of the air; the purple, of the sea, because it derived its
colour from the murex, a shell-fish that inhabits the sea; and
the scarlet WIIolI the natural symbol of fire.

DATE8 01' lIU.80NRY.

In affixing dates to official documents Freemllollons never make
use of the common calendar or vulgar era, but with different
rites have peculiar modes of computation; thus: in Craft MIIolIOnrY
they date from the creation of the world, A.L. Anno Lucis, the
year oflight ; thus 1860 is A.L. 6860. Royal.Arch MlIolIonry dates
from the building of the second Temple, which being 630 years
before Christ, makes our 1860 A.I., Anno Inventionis, 2390.
The Knight Templars' era dates from the organization of their
Order, 1118; thus A.O., Anno Ordinis, in 1860 would be 742.



CHAPTER XXIII.

WISDOM, STRENGTH, AND BEAUTY,

.l LECTURE DBLIVERED BY THE BDITOR IN THB BERltHAKP­

STBAD LODGE, NO. 742, lANUABY 2, 1861.

"The Univeree is the temple of that Deity whom we serve, and from
whom all goodnel8 emanates. WISDOM, STRXNGTH, and BXAUTY &re

about his throne &I pillars of his work; his Wi.dom is infinite, his Strength
omnipotent, aud his Beauty .hines forth throuJ!hout the whole of Creation
in symmetry and order."-Lecturu.

WISDOM,

IN our symbolic language the three great pillars which support
the Lodge are called Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. They
emblematically represent the three Grand Masters who presided
at the building of the house of God at Jerusalem :-Solomon,
the King of Israel, as a semblance of his wi&dom in building
and dedicating the Temple to God's service; Hiram, King of
Tyre, of his strength in supporting Solomon with men and
materials; and Hiram, the widow's son, who by his masterly
workmanship in adorning the structure, rendered it ms.rvellous
for beauty. These pillars, which are essential parts of the
furniture of a Lodge now, are three architectural columns, ex­
amples of the Ionic, Doric, and Coriuthian orders ;-the Ionic
representing wisdom" the Doric, str61l!Jth; and the Corinthian,
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beauty. These pillars have, however, more important significa­
tions :-Wisdom, by our moral teaching, we require to conduct
us in all our undertakings; Strength, we need for supporting
us under all our difficulties; and Beauty, of holiness to adorn
our mind and mauner. AP, a further illustration :-the universe
is the temple of that Deity whom we serve, and from whom all
goodness emanates. Wudom, strength, and beauty are about
his throne as pillars of his work; his wisdom is infinite, his
strength omnipotent, and his beauty shines forth throughout
the whole of Creation in symmetry and order. HaWng thus
briefly noticed these symbols in combination, let us treat their
characteristics separately. WISDOM is represented by the Ionic
column and the Worshipful Master, because the Ionic wisely
combines strength without the massiveness of the Doric, with
the grace without the exuberance of ornament in the Corinthian,
and because it is the duty of the W.M. to superintend, instruct,
and enlighten the Craft by his superior wisdom.

WISDOM is personified in King Solomon as the column of
wisdom that supported the Temple; and David's choice in
naming his successor on the throne of Israel emanated from
Divine dictation. Soon after his accession he went to Gibeon,
and "a thousand burnt offerings did he offer upon that altar."
In Gibeon the Lord appeared to him in a dream by night,
saying, "AP,k what I shall give thee." He replied, "Give thy
servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may
discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this
thy so great a people p" "And God said unto him, Because thou
hast asked this thing, and hast not asked riches for thyself, nor
asked the life of thy enemies; but hast asked for thyself under­
standing to discern judgment; behold, I have done according to
thy word: 10, I have given thee a wise and understanding
Mart; so there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee
shall any anse like unto thee." And in process of time we are
told in the sacred volume, "God gave Solomon wisdom and



884 ILLUSTRATIONS OF FREEMASOYRY.

understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as
the sand that is on the sea shore. And Solomon's wisdom
excelled the wisdom of all the children of the ea,st country, and
all the wisdom of Egypt." From this it appears that among
the Hebrews, as well as among the Greeks, the Egyptians were
justly famous for their wisdom-that is, their knowledge in
science and art. Egypt was deemed the fountain of the arts
and sciences, and the Gentile philosophers were wont to go
thither to fertilize their minds by the dew of Egyptian wis­
dom. This did Pythagoras, Anaxagoras, Herodotus, Plato, and
others. Solomon enjoyed a profound pelWe throughout his
dominions. "Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man
under his vine and under his fig-tree;" and his neighbours
either paid him tribute or were his allies. He ruled over all
the countries from the Euphrates to the Nile. He exceeded the
Orientals and the Egyptians in wisdom and prudence; and his
reputation as the wisest of mankind spread through all nations.
He extended the commerce of his country, and imported largely
of foreign produce. He fitted out a fleet at Ezion-geber and at
Elath on the Red Sea, and in conjunction with Hiram of Tyre,
who furnished him with mariners, traded to Ophir for ivory,
ebony, precious woods, peacocks, &C. All this peace and pros­
perity was the result of Solomon's judicious government. That
he was the wisest man of all times must be allowed. We have
the warrant for this in God's promise made to him in his dream
at Gibeon; and. we must remember that his wisdom was B

supernatural gift from Jehovah, whereas all other men have
been obliged to acquire knowledge by the slow and difficult
processes of study and experience.

While Solomon was at the height of his prosperity, he received
B visit from the Queen of Sheba, or Saba, in Ethiopia, who had
heard of his wisdom, and came to prove it with hard questions;
to which Solomon gave suoh answers that she confessed tha.t
half of his wisdom had not been told her.
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But, alas! prosperity was at length too much for even
Solomon: among hiB magnificent establishments he had a large
harem, composed, in direct opposition to the Divine command, of
women from the idolatrous nations of Canaan, who seduced him
into idolatry. Hence pleasure became the great object of his
pursuit; but as the cup of which he drank was not prepared
for him by the Divine hand, the result was disappointment,
pain, and misery. God threatened to divide his kingdom after
his death, and during his lifetime there were signs of the coming
calamity in the rebellions of Hadad, Rezon, and Jeroboam. This
threat of the Most High had the effect of recovering him from
his idolatry, and he has recorded hiB confession of the vanity of
worldly wisdom, riches, and honoun;.

Besides the records in the sacred hiBtorical books, we have the
testimony in the same holy volume of the wisdom of this great
monarch, as displayed in the books that bear his name, Proverbs
and Ecclesiastes. Although the Book of Proverbs has always
been ascribed to Solomon, some doubts have been expressed as
to his being the author of the whole. The first nine chapters
seem to form a kind of introduction, and it has been suggested
were proverbs in use before the time of Solomon; and from the
tenth chapter to the twenty-fourth are the monarch's own pro­
duction. The rest are supposed to have been collected after his
time, and form an appendix to the whole. We do not assent to
this explanation, but suggest that the book is a collection of the
proverbs of Solomon compiled by several hands. We cannot
conclude from hence it is not the work of Solomon, as we have
it stated (1 Kings iv. 32) "he composed three thousand pro­
verbs." The title, Proverbs of Solomon, rather shows the author
than the compiler.

In those periods of remote antiquity, which may with the
utmost propriety be styled the infancy of societies and nations,
the usual, if not the only, mode of instruction was by detached
aphorisms and proverbs. Those who by genius and reflection-

s
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exercised in the school of experience-had accumulated a stock
of knowledge, were desirous of rendering it into the most com­
pendious fonn, and comprised in a few maxims those observa.­
tions which they apprehended most essential to human happi­
ness. This Ill8IlIler of instruction, which with other nations
prevailed only during the first periods of civilization, with the
Hebrews continued to be a favourite style to the latest ages of
their literature. Of this didactic poetry there are still extant
many specimens in the writings of that people, and among them
the first rank must be 88Signed to the Proverbs of Solomon;
who has himself explained the principal excellences of this form
of composition, exhibiting at once a complete definition of a
proverb or pa.ra.ble, and a very happy specimen of what he
describes-

" Apples of gold in a network of silver
Is a word seasonably spoken."

Thus he insinuates that grave and profound sentiments are to
be set oft' by a smooth and well-turned phraseology, as the
appearance of the most beautiful and exquisitely coloured fruit
is improved by the circumstance of shining, as through a veil,
through the reticulations of a silver vessel exquisitely wrought.
And further, that it is not only a neat and polished diction
which must recommend them, but that truth itself aoquires
additional beauty when partially discovered through the veil of
elegant fiction and imagery. We select three other examples
which are deserving our attention for their propriety and
elegance:-

" Clouds and wind without rain
Is a man who glories in a fa.llacious gift."

" Gold and abundance of rubies,
And precious ornaments, are the lips of knowledge."

" Hate stirreth up strifes;
But love covereth all transgressions."
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In the ritual of the Royal Arch we have adopted a selection
from the first portion of the Proverbs, as a means of urging
the necessity of acquiring knowledge. This first portion,

. Bishop Lawth says, "is varied, elegant, sublime, and truly
poeticaL It is embellished with many beautiful descriptions
and personifications, the diction is polished and abounds with
all the ornaments of poetry, insomuch that it scarcely yields in
elegance and splendour to any of the sacred writings." This
portion of the book is chiefly confined to the conduct of early
life, before a permanent condition is made choice of; and all the
formidable dangers to which this season of life is exposed, and
the sins which most easily beset it, are painted with the hand of
a master. And while the progress and issues of vice are ex­
hibited, under a variety of the most striking delineations and
metaphors, in their utmost deformity and horror, all the beauties
of language, and all the force and eloquence, are poured forth to
win the ingenuous youth to virtue and piety, and to fix him in
the steady pursuit of his duties toward God and toward man.

The Boole qf Ecclesiaates has in all ages been ascribed to
Solomon; the tradition of the Jews states that he composed this
book in his old age, after he had repented of his former vicious
practices, and had become by sad experience convinced of the
vanity of every thing terrestrial, except piety and wisdom. The
acknowledgment of the numerous follies and delusions implies
that it was composed after the author had apostatized from
Jehovah, and had subsequently repented of his past misconduct.
The frequent assertion of the emptiness of earthly greatness;
the declaration that human enjoyments are unsatisfactory; the
enumeration of gardens, edifices, and possessions, requiring a long
life for their completion; the deep condemnation of former pur­
suits j the expression of satiety and disgust at past pleasures; and
the tone of cool and philosophical reflection which pervades the
whole, are strikingly characteristic of an advanced period of life.

The general opinion of the design and scope of the Book of
s 2
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Ecclesiastes regards it as an inquiry into the chief good. The
inquiry after the chief good, the lI1II1MT/.um bonum, was much
practised by the old pagau philosophers; but it is ever to be
remembered, that they only sought to know in what lay the
prime happiness of the present life; whereas the sovereign good.
as understood by the Preacher, is that which is ultimately
good; that which, in all its bearings and relations, is conducive
to the best interests of man. This is the object of the Prescher's
inquiry; and after discussing various erroneous opinions, he
finally determines that it consists in TRUE WISDOM. The scope
of the whole argument therefore is, the praise and recom­
mendation of wisdom, as the supreme good to creatures
responsible for their actions. But in this wisdom there is
nothing worldly or carnal: it is the wisdom from above,-holy,
spiritual, and undefiled,-snd which, in the writings of Solomon,
is but another name for religion.

Some commentators object to the style as of a very inferior
character to that of Proverbs, but we suggest that it contains
numerous precepts for conduct applicable to all ages. All will
acknowledge the truth of this aphorism, "A good name is
better than precious ointment." Content, the only happiness on
earth, is exhibited in this sentence, "Better is a handful with
quietness, than both hands full with travail and vexation of
spirit:" and how truly Masonic is the counsel-" Cast thy bread
upon the waters, and thou shalt find it after many days." This
must be regarded as enforcing the great and distinguished
liberality of doing good to those from whom no return can be
expected, and on whom the benefaction may seem as much
thrown away, as if a man were to sow his seed in the sea; but
with the promise annexed, that it shall not be thrown away, but
in the end receive its due recompense.

Freemasonry affords a striking instance of the faithfulness of
this aphorism in the esse of Brother Ruspini, the founder of the
Freemasons' School for Female Children. At the period of its
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formation Ruspini was possessed.of a good income, and could
have had no idea of his family requiring the aid of charity.
The property he had accumulated was wasted by his successor,
and when his remains were slumbering in the tomb, two of his
grandchildren became the recipients of the benefits of the noble
institution their ancestor had originated.

But the crowning portion of the Book of Ecclesiastes is
the twelfth chapter, which, after admonishing his reader, .. Re·
member now thy.Creator in the days of thy youth," gives a
highly figurative and poetical representation of old age, in which
the various infirmities and imbecilities of that period of life are
pourtrayed in a great variety of images in themselves uncon·
nected, yet mutua.lly tending to identify their prototype.

In this allegory, which is contained in the first seven verses,
Solomou, after the manner of the Oriental philosophers, meant
to put to trial the acuteness of his readers. It has, on this
account, afforded much exercise to the ingenuity of the learned,
and it has consequently had many different explanations. As
this celebrated passage is introduced by our transatlantic
brethren in. the ceremonial of the Third Degree, the Rev. G.
Holden's" Attempt to illustrate the Book of Ecclesiastes" offers
the best elucidation•

.. Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them: while the sun, or the
light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds
return a.fter the rain."

This figurative beginning, intended as a general statement of
the pains and miseries of age, serves as an introduction to the
more specific details which follow. Remarking that as clouds
and min do not appear during the summer in Judea, we may
understand this image to be taken from the winter season,
denoting the succession of pains and infirmities which so often
attend the winter of life.

s :}
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" In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and
the strong men shall bow themselves." •

By the .. keepers of the house;' the arms and hands are
intended. as being to the body what guards and keepers are to
a palace; or rather, perhaps, they ue so called, as providing for
the sustenance of the house or body: how they .. tremble" in
old age is well known. .. The strong men bow themselves"
may allude to the lower limbs, which bow and totter beneath
the aged.

.. And the grinders cease because they are few, and thOtle that
look out of the windows shall be darkened."

The allusion to the .. grinders" is derived from the Eastern
custom of females, who daily grind the com required; and thus
denotes the teeth, which masticate and grind down the fOod for
the stomach. The eyes, which become dimmed or .. darkened,"
are indicated by the windows.

.. And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sonnd
of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the
bird, and all the daughters of music shall be brought low."

In consequence of the 1088 of teeth, the act of eating is usnally
performed by aged persons with closed lips; and then also the
gums with their smooth surfiwes are obliged to perform the
office of the teeth, masticating the food with slow and silent
labour, which is probsbly what the Preacher meant by the low
sound of the grinding. The word rendered .. bird" (tzippon)
denotes a sparrow or any llDlall bird, and hence we shsll then
have the sense that the aged sleep so unsoundly that the twitter­
ing of the smallest birds will suffice to rouse them. When the
aged Barzillai (2 Sam. xix. 35) was invited by David to accom­
pany him to Jerusalem, he replied, .. I am this day fourscore
years old: . • • can thy servant taste what I eat or what I
drink P can I hear any more the voice of singing men or
singing women P" He here describes deafness as one of
the infirmities of age; but it may allude also to the decay
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of the organs employed in the production and enjoyment of
music.

"And when they shall be aftoaid of that which is high, and
fears shall be in the way, and the almond-tree shall flourish, and
the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail j because
man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the
streets:'

The elucidation of this passage is apparent; it alludes to the
difficulty which the aged find in ascending high places, as well
as to the timidity which the consciousness of their infirm
condition leads them to exhibit, when they venture to walk out
in the public ways; and which, in the narrow streets of the
East, is necessarily more marked than with us. The almond.tree
having white blossoms refers to the white hair of aged persons.
By the word rendered grasslwpper a species of locust is alluded
to; and Parkhurst says in explanation, "The dry, shrunk,
crumbling, scraggy old man-his backbone sticking out, his
knees projecting forward, his arms backward, his head down­
ward, and the apophyses, or bunching parts of the bones, in
general enlarged-is very aptly described by that insect. And
from this exact likeness, without all doubt, arose the fable of
Tithonus, that, living to an ea:treme old age, he was turned into
a grasshopper:' This idea was familiar to the classical ancients,
for we find engraved gems in which an emaciated old man is
represented by a locust walking erect on its hind legs, and in
which all the characteristics enumemted above, are brought out
with truly singular effect. All that precedes refers to the
decay of man. . We now reach anothlll' class of circumstances,
descriptive of what attends and denotes death itself. "Man
going to his long home," and "the mourners going about
the streets," require no explanation.

"Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be
broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountsin, or the
wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to

84
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the earth as it was; and the spirit shall return unto God who
gave it."

The ailver cord signifies that resplendent white llOrd-the
spinal marrow which passes through the entire length of the
backbone, and which is very liable to be relaxed and weakened
in old age, or a part thereof altogether broken in its functions,
producing the various paralytic complaints, the tremors and
debilities to which the aged are BO frequently subject. By the
golden bQWl is understood the skull, and the epithet golden we
conclude to be a term of excellence, denoting the importance of
the skull and its valuable contents. The pitcher denotes the
large canals which issue from the heart, and receive the blood
therefrom as from a fountain; the fountain is the right
ventricle of the heart, and the cistern the left ventricle. The
'Wheel is the aorta, the great vessel from which all the arteries
of the body which carry red blood derive their origin. This ex­
planation, we must allow, suggests that Solomon was acquainted
with some idea of the circulation of the blood, a discovery of
comparatively modem date. Another suggestion hB8 been offered,
that, in their literal import, the series of images is evidently
suggested by BOme hydraulic process for raising water from
wells and cisterns, such methods being extensively in use in the
East. (Holden.)

The Preacher thus sums up his discourse :-
"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God.

and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of
man.."

This we must acknow\edge to be a truly Masonic charge, and
hence, when the subject of Divine wisdom is considered, deserves
our especial notice.

There are two things in general that perfect a good man;
the one a clear and distinct knowledge of his duty, the other a
conscientious practice of it, both being equally necessary. It has
pleased God, who is the Governor of the universe and will be the
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righteous Judge of all, to prescribe laws for the regulation of our
actions, so that we may know what we ought to do, and what
to avoid. The volume of the Sacred Law is the statute book of
God's kingdom; therein is comprised the whole body of the
heavenly laws, the perfect ruleR of a holy life, and the sure
promises of a glorious immortality. The Decalogue, or Ten
Commandments, is a summary of those laws written by the
finger of God !

Looking to the brevity of the expressions and the copiousness
and variety of the matter contained in them, we must acknow­
ledge the wisdom of their Divine Author in reducing the whole
duty of man to so small a compendium. These Commandments
were delivered 2600 years after the creation ofthe world, according
to the Mosaic history. The manner in which God appeared to
pronounce his law was ten-ible-in thunder and lightning,
fire and clouds of darkness-intended, no doubt, to put the
people in mind that if He WIIB thus terrible in delivering his
law, how much more so will He appear, when He shall come to
judge the transgressors of it.

The tables of the law are two: the first, comprehending four
enactments, contains our duties to God j the other, comprising six
enactments, contains our duties to our neighbour, and by Divine
authority "on these hang all the law and the prophets." These
objects are the beginning and end of FreemllBonry, and hence it

is not necessary in this p~e to urge the practice of them.
WISDOM, the main pillar that supports the Lodge, is the

MlIBter, who represents King Solomon-the wisest man of all
time-and it is practically represented in the moral government
of those who are sworn to obey him, who, by a knowledge of
the laws and the rites and ceremonie.s of the institution, is
enabled to preserve due order, and maintain peace and unity
among the brethren under his charge. It is the bounden duty
of every brother to follow the bright example of a worthy
MWIter, and while he commemorates the wisdom of King

S 5
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Solomon, let him act as a disciple of wisdom; and remembering
that the interests of Masonry are in the hands of every individual
brother, be careful not to blend it with his weaknesses nor stain
it with his vices, but to .. walk in wisdom towards them that are
without,"

The Royal Psalmist says, "The fear of God is the beginning
of wisdom; a good understanding have all they that do there­
after," (Ps. cxi. 10.) So also in the ninetieth Psalm, which is
generally ascribed to Moses, and is doubtless the most sublime
prayer in the Sacred Volume, the grea~ lawgiver beseeches
Jehovah, "So teach us to number our days, that we may apply
our hearts unto wisdom,"

To conclude,-

.. Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
Do it with thy might j

For there is no work, nor device,
Nor knowledge, nor wisdom,
In the empire of shadows
Where thou goest,"

STBENGTH.

Previously to attempting an elucidation of the other supports
of a Mason's Lodge, a few remarks upon the adopted form, a
suggestion for their improvement, may be properly advanced:
as upon examination every one must allow that there is in our
traditional legend, and in our uses and explanations as given in
the lecture, some incongruity as well as anachronism. Intimately
connected as they are with our rites, they deserve to have their
form, as described 1 Kings vii., preserved with integrity. The
Lodge figuratively represents the Temple of Solomon, the Master
personifying, as we have said, the mighty monarch, and his
principal officers (by name) the two remarkable pillars
wrought by Hiram the widow's son. These pillars, to keep the
representation consistent, ought to be placed side by side; that
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is, one at the south-west, and the other at the north-west of
the Lodge. They should be wrought strictly in conformity
with the description in the Sacred Volume.

.. And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre.
He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father
was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he was filled with
wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in
brass. And he came to King Solomon, and wrought all his
work. For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high
apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them
about. And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to set upon
the tops of the pillars: the height of the one chapiter was five
cubits, and the height of the other chapiter was five cubits: and
nets· of checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the
chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars; seven for the
one chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter. And he made
the pillar, and two rows round about upon the one network, to
cover the chapiters that were upon the top, with pomegranates:
and so did he for the other chapiter. And the chapiters that
were upon the top of the pillars were of lily work in the porch,
four cubits. And the chapiters upon the two pillars had
pomegranates also above, over against the belly which was by
the network: and the pomegranates were two hundred in rows
round about upon the other chapiter. And he set up the pillars
in the porch of the temple : and he set up the right pillar, and
called the name thereof Jachin: and he set up the left
pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz. And upon the top of
the pillars was lily work: so was the work of the pillars
finished." (1 Kings vii. 13-22.)

How the Greek and Italian orders of architecture came to be
introduced into the Masonry of the old covenant, it is difficult
for us to divine; but if to preserve the teaching of the
lectures it is necessary we should still have the Ionic, the Doric,
and Corinthian capitals, let the three lights, as is generally the

86
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case, yet keep these ornaments for the purpose of illustra­
tion; but as representations of the three Gnmd Masters who
presided at the building of the Temple they are decidedly
incorrect. Boaz and J a.chin doubtletlll in ancient Masonry were
the two columns; their curious beauty, enriched with network,
lily work, and pomegranates, claims their restoration, and our
rsverential respect for the great Master of our art demands
their presence in a perfect Masons' Lodge. There can be no
difficulty in their construction, and it will violate no law to
adopt the suggestion now made. In a Grand Lodge especially,
the situation of the Wardens and the form of their columns are
decidedly objectionable, and out of keeping with the ritua.l.

The pG'm'lnels, that are mentioned 2 Chron. iv. as being on the
top of the pillars, were merely rounded knobs or balls for finish,
and these, most improperly in some instances, are now reo
presented as the celestial and terrestrial globes; a very palpable
anachronism, as at the period alluded to, the theory of the
rotundity of the earth was unknown. The word rendered
pommels in the English Authorized Version, has been by some
critics translated bowls; but as the Hebrew original doss not
mention these appendages further, we must conclude they were
.merely completing ornaments.

Holy Writ tells us that David, having been a man of blood,
was not allowed to build a house to God; but the Most High
reserved that honour for David's son and successor, Solomon.
Hiram, King of Tyre, on the accession of Solomon, sent to him
a message of congratulation, and the latter on his reply
announced the intention to build a house to God's Holy Name,
and desired Hiram to command cedar-trees out of Lebanon to be
hewed for that purpose, for" there is not among us any that can
skill to hew timber like unto the Sidonmns." And Hiram gave
Solomon cedar and fir trees, as he desired. For this service
Solomon paid Hiram in wheat and oil. A treaty of alliance and
friendship was made by the two sovereigns, by which the King
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of Israel was to send thirty thousand to labour in hewing the
materials he required of the King of Tyre, and over these men
was Adoniram. There were also fourscore thousand hewers in
the mountains, with overseers to superintend their work; these,
we presume, must have been the King of Tyre's subjects. For
the foundation they brought great, costly, and hewed stones,
which were prepared by the stone-squarers or Gebalites.

In the treaty with Hiram no mention is made of stone. The
timber was from Lebanon; and wherever the stone was obtained,
it was quarried and hewn with the help of the Phwnicians. In
Lebanon and throughout Syria the stone is all of the same
character, a kind of freestone, and still used for building.

Josephus describes the stone with which Solomon's Temple
was built as "white stone." In the ancient structures of Syria,
the stones were of an astonishingly large size. The sub-basement
of the great temple of Baslbeck, which belonged to an earlier
structure, has one stone that measures sixty-six feet in length
and twelve feet in breadth and thickness; and Wood measured
one lying in the quarry ready for removal larger still, which is
calculated to weigh above 1100 tons!
. Tyre and Sidon were the chief cities of Phwnicia, the people
of which country appear to have been in advance of all others in
the arts of commerce and ship-building; and in the fine arts
rivalled the Egyptians. Sidon was termed" great" in the time
of Joshua. Homer tells us that the Queen of Troy

"kept
Her mantles of all hues, accomplished works
Of fair Sidonians ;..

and describes a silver goblet-

"earth
Owned not its like for elegance of form.
Skilful Sidonians had around
Embellished it."
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Many other passages might be quoted to prove the repute in
which they were held by the Greeks. The superiority in
manufactures and co=erce does not, however, form the only
distinction of the Phrenicians, for they were great adepts in all
the sciences of their time, particularly astronomy and arithmetical
calculation.

Herein, we must consider, lay the strength of King Hiram.
It was by the power of art and science he was enabled to aid
Solomon in the raising that glorious house of God.

The Phrenicians were a branch of the Shemitic family of
nations, and originated on the borders of the Red Sea ; but it is
not known at what period they migrated to the Mediterranean.
There was constant co=ercial intercourse between them and
the Israelites; and Tyre is repeatedly mentioned by the Hebrew
prophets, who speak of its strength, wealth, beauty, and
flourishing commerce. The country suffered in many wars, and
its cities were despoiled by different conquerors; by Assyrian,
Babylonian, Greek, Persian, and Roman; and in the Holy Ware
Tyre suffered many sieges. Its fortifications were entirely
razed when the Christians were expelled from the Holy Land.
The Phrenicians extended their trading over all the known
world. We have tolerably good evidence that they came to
Cornwall for tin five centuries before our present era. Looking
back through the dim vista of past ages, we can tind no
parallel nations with our own so fit as the Phrenicians. Their
progress amid surrounding barbarism Wll.\l marvellous, for until
the reign of Solomon the Israelites were incessantly at war; and
the Holy Scriptures tell us something of their neighbours'
habits. When Abraham came from Mesopotamia to dwell in
the land, it Wll.\l then inhabited by the Canaanites, descendants
of Canaan, the son of Ham, whose eldest son Sidon was the
first governor of that part of the country bordering the sea.­
coast, where were founded the cities of Tyre and Sidon. The
whole of the land of Canaan, save this portion, was subjugated by
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Joshua. We find this district called first Phamicia by the
Greeks, from <f1oiJl<E, "palm-tree 1," which abounded in this
country. Here the spies sent by Moses found a people called
.Anakim, who were distinguished for their strength. The
invention of letters, or rather the art of writing, is attributed to
Cadmus, King of the Phoonicians, B.C. 1550 j and, as the
formation and order of the Greek alphabet bear a close resem­
blance to those of the alphabets which belonged to the Shemitic
race, or more especially the Phoonicians,-for these and the J eWB
until the time of Cyrus us~ the same characters,-we think
with good evidence. We acknowledge there exists diversity of
opinion upon this subject j it is, however, not denied that
Cadmus did visit Greece, and it is said he merely in.traduced
more convenient and suitable materials for writing; and that
from the Pelasgi, an early race of their own country, they
derived the knowledge of letters. Now tradition also assigns to
the Pelasgi various monuments of architecture, and especially
the ancient walls known by the name of Cyclopean. There are
two kinds of these ancient walls; the first constructed of rude
and irregular rocks of stone, laid together without mortar, and
the second formed of stones regularly cut and squared. The
former are denominated Cyclopean, and the latter Pelasgic.
The Pelasgi, it is geuerally assumed, were the aborigines of
Greece; and if the visit of the Phoonicians is allowed, may
we not conclude that the first rude structures were the work of
the natives, and the more perfect, that of the IItone-squaring
Phoonicians, the Gebalitell'l While noticing this people, it ill
worthy of remark, that Gebal, although it makes a very mean
figure at present, was in ancient times a city and seaport of some
note, and there is still remaining a ridge running into the sea,
composed of huge square stones which once formed a mole.

1 The dale-tree, or palm-tree of Scripture, was emblematic of Judea, as
we see on coine with the inscription of Judea capta.
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There are also the ruins of a noble theatre, the semicircle of
which is 100 yards across: the outside wall is nearly four yards
thick, and built of very large and firm stones; which great
strength has preserved. it thus long from the ravages of time,
and from that general ruin the Turks bring to all places where
they come.

The Gebalites were, like the Sidonians, far advanced in the
arts and sciences in the earliest ages of the world, and their
knowledge was, in their commercial intercourse, carried to other
countries. .AB a people the Phamicians are dispersed a.nd
lost. In investigating the history of Zoroaster and the mys­
teries of the ancient Magi, we find that some acute commen·
tators consider the Chaldeans (as the Magi were called) a
foreign race in Assyria, and that they were a Shemitic people.
All the ancient writers say their acquaintance with astronomy
exceeded that of all others, and that their skill in all the
sciences was very great. In another place we have endeavoUred
to show that Zoroaster, the great reformer ·of the Magi religion,
was the Prophet Daniel, and now venture to claim for these
Gebalites the foundation of the science of astronomy. In modern
times the followers of the ancient religion of the Magi have been
known by the appellation of Gallers, the derivation of which is
unknown~ The Gebalites were worshippers of ~pollo, whom
they symbolized by fire. Through all time, from the Magi of
Chaldea down to the remnant now in the mountains of Guzerat,
and as Parsees in Bombay, the Deity is symbolized. in fire.
Rosetti endeavours to show that Freemasons are the descendants
of the Manichreans and Albigenses, who all held the same
tenets. This investigation does not, however, belong to our
present subject.

Strength, as the second principal support of Masonry, is
physically and personally represented by the Doric column and
the Senior Warden, because it is considered the strongest of the
orders of architecture, and because it is the duty of the Senior
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Warden to aid the Master in his duties, and to drengtken and
support his authority. Of the Doric, our lectures thUll instruct
us ;-It is the most ancient of all the orders, and hence is plain
and natural. Its column is eight times its diameter in height,
and originally had no ornaments on its capital or base. The
solid composition of this Order gives it a preference where
Btrengt! is the chief quality desired. The gigantic remains of
this style in Sicily are the wonder of travellers, some of the
columns being of one block of marble sixty feet high. The
Parthenon was of this Order, and some of its ponderous blocks
are in the British Museum.

With regard to the Senior Warden as the representative of
Btrengt! in his Lodge, it is to be observed that by our laws the
Master and Wardens govern the Lodge, and in case of the death
or absence of the Master the Senior Warden summons the
Lodge. It is of the utmost importance the Warden should be
well skilled in the Craft, and it was intended by the United
Grand Lodge, when the Constitutions were framed in 1813, the
better to prepare the Master for his office, that a twelvemonth's
service as Warden was essential to his election; and, although
the law does not demand it, it is desirable a brother should have
served a year as Junior Warden ere he attains the Senior's
column, that he may be said to be in strength to be established
in all our mysteries.

BEA.UTY.

BEAUTY is symbolized by the Corinthian column, because that
Order is the most beautiful and highly finished of all. This is
committed to the care of the Junior Warden, because his situa­
tion in the Lodge enables him better to observe that bright
luminary which at its meridian height is the beauty and glory
of the day. But as representing the column of Beauty which
supported the Temple of Solomon, we must first bestow a few
remarks on Hiram the widow's son. Before we proceed farther,
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it is to be remarked, that in Freemasonry the number three is
the most important and universal in its application of all the
mystic numbers, and we find it pervading our whole ritual.
There are three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry; and there are
three supports aild three principal officers to a Lodge; three
working tools to each degree; three greater and three lesser
lights; with many other instances of the consecration of this
number, besides there being three Ancient Grand Masters, of
whom the last, but not the least in importance, was Hiram the
widow's son.

Among the workmen sent by Hiram of Tyre to aid Solomon
in raising the House of God was one whom he styles .. a
cunning man endued with understanding, a widow's son of the
tribe of Naphtali, and his father had been a man of Tyre, a
worker in brass." This was Hiram, who, it is to be noticed,
although resident among the Phrenicians, and a subject of the
King of Tyre, was an Israelite by parentage, his mother being
one of the daughters of Dan. The narratives of the building, as
related in the Books of Kings and Chronicles, somewhat differ.
Hiram in the former is not mentioned until the decoration com·
mences, while in the latter he appears in the outset, and sent
with the King of Tyre's letter, which describes him .. skilful to
work in gold and in silver, in brass, in iron, and in stone, and
in timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, and in crimson;
also to grave any manner of graving, and to find out every
device which shall be put to him," By this and what follows,
Solomon was indebted to Hiram for all the ornament; and we
are disposed to conclude he was the architect of the building.
It is clear that the King of Israel had no subject capable of
undertaking the construction of the House he purposed to raise,
and it was to the skilful men of Tyre he had recourse. From
the description we must conclude the structure was of timber;
.. it was ceiled with fir.tree, which he overlaid with gold, and set
therecn palm-trees," The beams, walls, and doors were overlaid
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with gold. The capitals of the pillars were C&1'Ved with figures of
pomegranates. In both accounts mention is made of the orna­
mental palm.trees which were C&1'Ved in the wood with which
the sanctuary W88 lined, and these were afterwards overlaid
with gold. These palm-trees were doubtless pilBBters, 88 that
would be the form in which the palm-tree would be exhibited to
most advantage.

Weare not now called upon to describe the building of
the Temple (as that is done in another place), but notice
the peculiarities of ornament by which Hiram rendered the
structure marvellous for beauty. It has been remarked that
wherever a style of architecture originated, the imitated vege­
table forms (if any) a.re those which nature tlumJ offered;
but where it is borrowed, the fact is attested by the foreign
character of the vegetable forms imitated or represented. The
palm-tree and pomegranate were natives of Palestine, and the
use of the latter as an ornament appea.rs in none of the va.ried
styles of architecture, and hence it must have been the dis­
tinguishing feature of the Jewish style; and with reference to
the palm.tree, Sir James Hsll, in his Esssy on the Origin of
Gothic Architecture, ingeniously refers us to interlaced wicker­
work as the undoubted type of the Gothic style in sll its leading
forms, its arched and grained roofs, its clustered pillars, its
windows and their fanciful tracery. Sir James does not mention
the palm, but his drawings show how peculia.rly adapted to the
purpose is that graceful and elegant tree. This strengthens
the theory given in another place in support of Wren's state­
ment, that the Gothic style originated with the Freemasons
on their return from the holy wars. We are warranted in
believing, that on first seeing the palms some ingenious artisan
must have noticed their adaptation for constructing a building
where height and lightness were requisite; and it is quite pro­
bable that when the Holy City was gained, the first inquiry
would be, where was Solomon's Temple placedP and next, what
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kind of building was itP No traces even of the third Temple"
remained, and the Sacred Volume was referred to. We have
heard that many models in wood were wrought and brought
into Europe, and some yelU'll since we read a statement of such
a model being in existence at Dresden. The description in the
Old Testament, combined with the growing palms, suggested the
idea for the style of ecclesiastical architecture, which is un­
rivalled for its adaptation to the Christian Church.

The decoration of the Temple, which undoubtedly was entirely
under Hiram's direction, rendered it marvl1110ua for beauty.
At the entrance of the sanctuary were the two remarkable, and
we may say Masonic, pi.llars, which were of brass, hollow
within, to contain the rolls of the Sacred Law: they were pro­
fusely ornamented with representations of leaves and pome­
granates, lilies and network. From this a door of olive wood,
and ornamented with figures of the cherubim, palms, and
flowers of carved work, led into the sanctuary; this door was
covered with gold, and turned on hinges of the same metal. A
similar door from the sanctuary led to the Holy of Holies; and
both doors were covered with a veil of linen richly embroidered.
It was distinguished from all other temples of remote antiquity
by the sumptuousness of detail. All this was the work of our
Grand Master Hiram.

The word beauty, it has been observed, was first applied to
objects perceptible by the sight; and by an easy transition it
has been extended to objects perceptible by the hearing, as
when we speak of beautiful music, a beautiful voice, &c. There.
fore we may say beauty is that quality in visible objects in
consequence of which their forms and colours are agreeable to
the human mind.

With regard to works of constructive art which belongs to
our present purpose, it is an essential feature of beauty that
the adaptation of means to the end is observable, and that
there is a similar correspondence in the constituent parts.
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Every part of a building has therefore its peculiar fonn and
beauty, dependent on its destination. For this reason all orna­
ment in architecture should be subordinate to use, and should
grow out of and be suggested by it j whence professed architects,
with whom the idea of decoration is predominant, often fail in
their attempts to produce beauty, and in many cases seem
rather to adapt the building to the ornament, than the orna·
ment to the building. Accordingly it has been observed that
civil engineers, whose attention is solely directed to the me of
that which they plan, often construct more beautiful buildings
than persons with whom beauty is the chief consideration.
And generally it may be observed that all ornament, if accumu·
lated to an excessive degree, either from a love of gaudy magni­
ficence, or for the sake of ostentation, is devoid of beauty j-

" 'Tis use alone that sanctifies expense,
And splendour borrows all its rays from sense."

The Cmntkian Order, to which the column of Beauty be­
longs, is one of the three ancient Greek Orders of architecture j its
shaft is taller in its proportion than that of either of the others,
and its capital is profusely ornamented. Without entering into
a detailed description, the very pretty story, which Vitru·
vius tells us, of its origin will sufficiently explain the style of
the capital. Callimachus accidentally passing the tomb of a
young lady, perceived a basket of toys which had been left there
by her nurse--perhaps as a votive offering of affection-oovered
with & tile, and placed over an acanthus root j as the branches
grew they encompassed the basket, till, arriving at the tile, they
met with an obstruction, and tui-ned downwards. Callimachus
was struck with the object, and he made a drawing of it; the
base of the capital he made to represent the basket, the abacus
the tile, and the volutes the bended leaves. Vitruvius is the
only architect of the ancients whose writings have come down
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to us; he flourished during the reign of Augustus, about the
birth of Christ.

AB wisdom is practically represented by the Master, so
IItrengr!l, and beauty, the pillars that complete the Worm sup­
porl8 of a Mason's Lodge, are exhibited by the Wardens as
representatives of the two IIirams by whose power and talent
Solomon was enabled to construct and beautify the house of
God, and in strength to establish it. The union of these two
qualities in his holy tabernacle is proclaimed by David in the
Psalms, "Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary;" and
1 Chron. xvi., in the psalm of thanksgiving which he composed
for ABaph on the Ark being placed in the tabernacle, he calls on
the people to "seek the Lord in his strength," and he tells
them that "glory and honour are in his presence; strength and
gladness in his place." "God is our refuge and strength."
(Ps. xlvi.) In Ps. lxxxiv., which is expressive of confidence,
"Blessed is the man whose IItrength is in thee." The strength
which is referred to with commendation or praise in the Sacred
Volume is Godlike majesty and puissance; for mere brute force
is set at nought, in Ps. xxxiii.-" There is no king saved by the
multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much
strength. An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he
deliver any by his great strength."

W"zsdom, strength, and beauty qf Nature. From the form
of vegetables we have some of the choicest of our ornaments,
and have taken some of the most useful hints in architecture.
Smeaton, who first succeeded in firing upon the dangerous rock

of the Eddystone a lighthouse that has resisted for a hundred
years the violence of the sea, and, as far as human calculation
may venture to surmise, will endure many centuries, moulded
its contour from the bole of an oak that had withstood the
tempests of ages.

To conclude :-The Hebrew word m.:l, naveh, which siguifies
beauty in some places, refers to a dwelling or the tabernacle.



WISDOM, STRENGTH, AND BEAUTY. 407

Singers. were appointed by J ehoshaphat to "praise the Lord in
the beauty of holiness;" and David also says, "Worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness "-which by the marginal ex­
planation is "in his holy sanctuary." From these pa.ssages, and
many more might be selected, the designations our Ma.sonic sup­
ports received from our ancient brethren, are proofs of the dili·
gent use they made of the Sacred Volume of God's Law; and
thus a study of our Institution and its teaching must infallibly
require a frequent and careful perusal of the Book of Life.
There we are instructed that the fear of the Lord is the begin­
ning of wisdom, and happy is the man that findeth it. Let us
in strength be clothed in the armour of righteousness, and
endeavour to grow more and more into the likeness of God;
and to whatever station the providence of God may plea.se to
call us, let us adorn it with the beauty of holiness. If thus, to
use the language of David, "we set God always before us."
(Ps. xvi.), like him we shall not be moved. The apprehension
of his omnipresence will be the guard of our conduct and the
support of our steps here; and the enjoyment of that presence
our exceeding great reward hereafter.



CHAPTER XXIV.

FAITH, HOPE, .AND CHARITY.

THE three great principles upon which our Order is founded,
are Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, and their importance is
inculcated in our Lectures. The first renders us affectionate
and kind, the second generous, and the third just.

In Craft Masonry the supporting pillars of the Lodge, as
already described, are the three architectural columns denominated
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty; these, in the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, are displayed by three others of triangular form,
and representing the virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity.

In his second Epistle, St. Peter exhorts his readers to the
practice of what we are accustomed to call the cardinal virtues:
" add to your faith virtue; to virtue knowledge; to knowledge
temperance; to temperance patience; to patience godliness; to
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity."

These virtues are enforced in various parts of the rituals, and
enlarged upon in the first lecture of Craft Masonry. A more
wide extension is, however, given to them in those degrees that
have especial reference to Christianity (the degrees being not
antagonistic to the Craft Degrees, but in reality an expansion of
them). The great duties of man to GtJd, his neighbour, and
himself, are the precepts most strong-Iy enforced; hence the
points to direct the steps of the aspirant to higher honours are
Faith, Hope, and Charity.
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FAITH.

FAITH is the basis of all Christian virtues, and is defined to
be a disposition of mind by which we hold for certain the matter
affirmed. The Faith that produces good works gives life to a
righteous man. It may be considered, either as proceeding
from God, who reveals his truths to man, or .from man, who
assents to and obeys the truths of God. Faith is taken also for
a firm confidence in God, by which, relying on his promises, we
address ourselves without hesitation to Him, whether for pardon
or other blessings. Faith is a reliance on testimony: if it be
human testimony, in reference to human things, it is not
entitled to reception until after examination and confirmation.
Human testimony, in reference to divine things, must also be
scrupulously investigated before it be received and acted upon,
since the grossest of all deceptions have been imposed on man·
kind in the Name of God. Nor is testimony assuming to be
Divine, entitled to our adherence, or affection, or obedience, until
its character is proved to be genuine and really trom Heaven.
The more genuine it is, the more readily it will undergo and
sustain the trial, and the more clearly will its character appear.
But after a testimony, a maxim, or a command is proved to be
Divine, it does not become a creature so ignorant and so feeble as
man, to doubt its possibility, to dispute the obedience to which
it is entitled, or to question the beneficial consequences attached
to it, though not immediately apparent to human discernment.

Faith is the full assurance or personal conviction of the
reality of things not seen j it looks backward to past ages as well
as forward to futurity. By Faith we believe that the world
was origiIially created by God; though we can form no con­
ception of, much less can we see, the matter out of which it was
composed. By Faith we believe in the existence of ancient
cities, as Jerusalem, Babylon, &c. j also of distant places, as
Egypt, &C. ; also of persons formerly living, as Abraham, David,

T



410 ILLUSTRATIONS OF J'BEEHAS01l'BT.

Jesus Christ, &c. Faith anticipates things never seen 8.Il yet:
BO Noah by Faith built the ark, although no general deluge had
ever then been witnessed; so Moses, actuated by Faith in the
descent of the Messiah from Israel, quitted the honours and
ple8.llures of Egypt; and so every pious m&n, believing what
God h8.ll promised He is able -to perform, looks forward with
realizing belief in the existence of heaven and hell; of rewards
and punishments beyond the grave, not such 8.Il are restricted to
this world, but such 8.Il coincide with the immortality of the
Boul, and with the power and wisdom of the Supreme and
Universal Judge.

St. Paul's words in the original are, "Faith is the firm and
8.Ilsured expectation of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen," Those things not seen by sense, and yet made
manifest, are the being of God, and the rewards of the life to
come. Faith is that firm conviction of the promises and
threatenings of God, and the certain reality of the rewards and
punishments of the life to come, which enables a man in spite of
all temptations to obey his Creator in expectation of an invisible
reward hereafter,

"Faith, like a simple unsuspecting child,
Securely resting on its mother's arm,

Reposing every care upon her God, ,
Sleeps on his bosom, and expects no harm :

" Receives with joy the promises He makes,
Nor questions of his purpose or his power;

And does not doubting 8.Ilk •Can this be so P'
The Lord has said it, 'and there needs no more.

" However deep be the mysterious word,
However dark, she disbelieves it not:

Where reason would examine, Faith obeys,
And •It is written,' answers every doubt.
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.. .As evening's pale and solitary star
But brightens while the darkness gathers round,

So Faith, unmoved amidst surrounding storms,
Is fairest seen in darkness most profound."

HOPE.

411

Hope is distinguished from Faith by its desire of good only,
and by its reference to futurity. Faith contemplates evil as
well as good, and refers to things past as well as to things
future; but this is not the case with Hope. We are therefore
said to be "saved by hope," by the hope, or conviction, or
desire, of unseen things; and we read of the .. full asSlll'lLIlce of
hope," which may be taken as synonymous with cheerful and
earnest expectation. In the New Testament it· is generally
taken for hope in the Messiah, hope of eternal blessings, hope
of a future resurrection. "Experience produceth hope, and
hope maketh not ashamed."

Hope,-which is a confident expectation of future good,-like
all other grlWeS, admits of degrees; it is sometimes feeble, bnt
when it is the result of experience, it is confident and proof
against shame or hesitation; it is sometimes limited to things
near or to things likely; but it also extends beyond this world,
to possessions laid up in heaven, to glory, immortality, and
eternal life. It is repeatedly connected with patience, with
waiting, with expectation, with rejoicing, and with reason; for
the hope of a pious man, however it may refer to Divine things,
or be founded on Divine promises, or be derived from, or pro­
moted by, the Sacred Spirit, is yet a reasonable hope, and
combines purity of heart and life, that is, obedience, with

. devout and firm reliance on the promises and perfections
of God.

The hope of Israel was, the end of the Babylonish Captivity,
the Coming of the Messiah, and the happiness of Heaven. The

T 2
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priaonel"ll of hope (Zech. ix. 12) are the Israelites who were in
captivity, but in hopes of deliverance. The Lord is the Hope
of the righteous, "their hope shaJl not be confounded;" "the
hope of the ungodly shaJl perish," it shaJl be without effect, or
they shaJllive and die without hope.

The poet Young is eloquent in its commendation :-

" Hope, of aJl passions, most befriends us here;
Passions of prouder name befriend us less.
Joy has her te&l"ll, and Transport has her death:
Hope, like a cordial, innocent though strong,
Man's heart at once inspirits and serenes,
Nor makes him pay his wisdom for his joys.
'Tis all our present state can wely bear ;
Health to the frame, and vigour to the mind,
A joy attempered, a chastised delight,
Like the fair summer evening, mild and sweet.
'Tis man's full cup, his Paradise below."

The Greek fable is too instructive to be omitted :-
"In the house of Epimetheus there was a large box which

an 01'lW1e had forbidden to be opened. Pandora., full of curiosity,
lift.ed the fatal lid, and immediately aJl evili issned forth, and
spread themselves over the earth. The terrified female at
length regained sufficient presence of mind to close the lid, and
Hope on this was alone secured. There is a curions analogy
between this more ancient tradition and the a.ecount of the fall
of our first parents, as detailed by the inspired penman. Pro­
metheus, forethought, may denote the purity and wisdom of our
early progenitor before he yielded to temptation; Epimetheus,
qftertlwught, indicates his change of resolution, and his yielding
to the arguments of Eve; which the poet expresses by saying,
that Epimetheus received Pandora, after he had been cautioned
by Prometheus not to do it. The curiosity of Pandora violates
the injunction of the 01'lWle, as our first parent Eve disreg&"ded
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the oommands of her Maker. Pandora, moreover, the author of
all human woes, is the author likewise of their chief and, in
fact, only solace; for she closed the lid of the fatal box before
Hope could escape; and this she did, according to Hesiod, in
compliance with tke will ofJove. May not Hope thus securedbe
that hope and expectation of a Redeemer, which has been tra.­
ditional from the earliest ages of the world P Even so our first
parents commit the fatal sin of disobedience; but from the seed.
of the woman, the first to offend, was to spring One who should
be the hope and only solace of our race." (Barker's Lempriere.)

CHARITY.

Our Grand Master Moses, in stating the law for the in­
stitution of the Jubilee, or Year of Liberty, which was to take
place every fiftieth year, ~ves us the earliest injunction in the
law of Charity and beneficence. "If thy brother be waxen poor
and fallen into decay with thee, thou shalt relieve him; yea,
though he be a stranger or sojourner, that he may live with
thee."

Thus under the Mosaic dispensation there was an express
exhortation to the practice of the law of Charity; and St. Peter,
in a regular and artificial gradation, has connected all the
several virtues that form the life and complete the character of
a good man under the new covenant: .. Add to your faith
virt'/UJ; and to virtue lcnowledge; and to knowledge tImt­

perance; and to temperance patience; and to patience god­
liness; and to godliness brotherly ki7U1ness; and to brotherly
kindness CHARITY." Charity, or universal benevolence, is
added as a supplement to brotherly love, and closes the cata.­
logue of the cardinal virtues. Charity, in this sense, compre­
hends all the social virtues which depend upon our relation to
one another as men, connected by various ties in life, as re­
lations, friends, and neighbours. But so general is the law of

T 3
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good-will towards men, that it extends to our very enemIes.
St. Paul best shows the nature and extent of this virtue:
"Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not;
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked;
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the
truth; beareth all things; believeth all things; hopeth all
things; tlndureth all things."

How extensive is this virtue, and how fruitful of blessing to
mankind! It cuts up by the root all the causes of contention
and mischief. It drives from the heart of man pride, hatred.
and envy, impatience and anger, animosity, suspicion, and
jealousy. It plants in room of them, the love of truth and
justice, integrity, equity, kindness and forbearance, a courteous
and obliging bearing. By the comprehensive virtue of Charity
we may secure good order, peace, and happiness in this world.
whilst it opens to us the prospect of a better.

Now St. Paul has determined that "though they bestow all
their goods to feed the poor," yet if they have not the charity
to act in other respects as they ought, "it will profit them
nothing." But still, although almsgiving is by no means the
whole of beneficence, yet it is an essential part in those whom
God hath qualified for it. And He hath given them all things
richly and in plenty, not merely for themselves to enjoy in Ii

vulgar sense, but that others may enjoy a due share of them;
and they the pleasure of imparting it,-the worthiest and
highest enjoyment of wealth that can be.

In general, both our charity and our generosity should bear
some decent and liberal proportion to our abilities; for if we are
deficient, the poor widow with her two mites will far outdo us
in that very virtue by which our Maker justly expects we
should be distinguished. Nor is it sufficient to give plentifully
according to our means; but we should do it on every needful
occasion, speedily, and not stay till the circumstances of the
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poor applicant are beyond recovery. Our Grand· Maater
Solomon says, "Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come
again to-morrow, and I will give." (Prov. iii. 28.)

By the practice of these virtues, we shall feel how delightful it
is to think, that by our means the miseries of God's creation are
lessened.

Charity, the most lovely of virtues, represents others as
lovely as possible. It does not merely let us see an object aa it
is; it is a kind of sunshine, which brightens what it lets us see:
whereas ill-nature passes over all the shining parts of a man's
character, and dwells entirely on the dark side of it, as a painter
of low rank throws those beauties into darkness and shade
which his eye cannot endure to behold, because his mind cannot
reach them.

It is no unusual thing to hear some men complaining that
their abilities to do good, and to abound in works of charity, are
cramped within a narrow sphere, though their inclinations are
very large and extensive. Now if these men are in earnest,
there is one kind of charity which will not be expensive to
themselves, and yet endear them to their fellow-creatures.
Their worldly circumstances may not enable them to cherish
merit by their generosity, and to relieve distress by almsgiving,
but this charitable office is daily in their power,-to cast in
shade their neighbour's misconduct, and to set out in the most
advantageous point of view their good qualities; to extenuate
their failings, and to do justice to their virtues; to draw an
obscure character into the light, and to rescue an injured one
from obloquy! Silver or gold they may have little or none, but
such as they have they may give, namely, what is better than
silver and gold, a good name and reputation to their neigh­
bours.

The truly Masonic virtues of Beneficence and Charity are
enforced in the most impressive manner on our first admission
to the light of Masonry, and at every meeting the charitable
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institutions of the Order are prominently brought before the
Fraternity; and although many pens have in powerful lan.
guage enforced these virtues, we can find none more eloquently
than the poet Prior.

" CHARITY, decent, modest, easy, kind,
Softens the high and rears the abject mind :
Knows with just reins and gentle hand to guide
Betwixt vile shame and arbitrary pride.
Not soon provo~ed, she easily forgives,
And much she suffers, as she much believes;
Soft peace she brings wherever she arrives,
She builds our quiet, as she forms our lives,
Lays the rough paths of peevish nature even,
And opens in each heart a little heaven.
Each other gift which God or man bestows,
His proper bound and dne restriction knows ;
To one fixt purpose dedicates its power,
And finishing its act exists no more.
Thus, in obedience to what Heaven decrees,
Knowledge shall fail, and prophecy shall cease :
But lasting Charity's more ample sway,
Nor bound by time, nor subject to decay,
An happy triumph shall for ever live,
And endless good diffuse, and endless praise receive."
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