
























































































































































































































































































































































116 THE REVOLUTION IN CUBA.

are free, and it is so understood by all persons, and they are given by the constitution
and the laws all the rights and privileges of citizenship that are given to white per-
sons. Even in addressing them, the former owners of slaves address them by their
names, as citizen so-and-so.

At the time I left Cuba the revolution had been constantly gaining, and had never
lost anything, either in force or in territory. The ariny was increasing in numbers as
fast as they could be supplied, and persons, who, at the beginning, had been wavering
and doubtful, were giving their adhesion to the government of the republic. I have
not seen or heard anything since leaving there to induce me to suppose that the revo-
lution is in any less forward condition than when I left, but on the contrary, I believe
that it is able to hold its own for a long time without any more succor, and that, with
a few more arms and with sufficient ammunition, the Spanish authorities could be
entirely driven from the island by the forces now here. e need nothing from outside
the island except arms and munitions. I know from my experience that the Cubans,
almost without exception, are for the republic. On the other hand, native Spaniards
on the island are almost without exception against the republic. Tho lines of defense
which were held, and, according to my information, are still held by the republican
forces, were taken up by them about February last, and have been maintained uninter-
ruptedly ever since. I have read the affidavit of Mr. William C. Tinker, who is known
to me, and who was with me in Cuba. The facts stated by him concerning the condi-
tion of the country, the action of the government, the administration of the law, and
the amount of forces, are true, within mmy own knowledge. In the entire island there
are over thirty thousand men in the republican army. In the central department, with
which I had more immediate connection, there were over ten thousand, organized and
under discipline. Of these, three thousand were armed with all sorts of guns, carbines,
muskets, and vifles ; the others were all armed with the machete, a long sword, and
frequently went into action with only this weapon. Of the fire-arms in that depart-
ment, about one-third had been captured from the Spaniards. There are about eighty
thousand men remaining, ready to take arms as soon as arms can be procured. I was
commanding the siege of Nuevitas, in January last. During that siege, I received and
entertained a flag of truce from the Spaniards, and twice after that, having occasion,
I sent flags of truce to them, which were received and entertained. The communica-
tion sent by me was from General Quesada to the governor of Nuevitas, and the com-
munication was replied to by him. The flag of truce which they sent to me accompa-
nied three commissioners, who were appointed by the Spanish authorities, to communi-
cate with the Cuban committee, which, at that time, had charge of the Cuban affairs,
that being before the election of Congress. These commissioners were given a safe-con-
duet, and passed on through our lines to communicate with our committee. One of the
communications under flag of truce by General Quesada, sent by me, related to an ex-
change of prisoners, which exchange was finally refused by the Spaniards. By procla-
mation of the Captain General, issued in January last, six large ports, which were
formerly ports of entry, have been closed to commerce, and all intercourse with those
ports forbidden. The eivil giovemment has made arrangements, which are now in
operation, by which the local constabulary and prefects of each county are charged
with the distribution of rations to the families of persons who are in the field and the
persons who are discharged and unable to support themselves. This distribution of
rations takes place extensively and constantly, and is sufficient for the wants of the
people. The inhabitants are perfectly united in support of the revolution, and seem
willing to devote, and have devoted, their entire time and property to its success, with-
out any complaint or objection, and, in my opinion, it would be impossible to find a
population more united and determined than is this population in its determination to
throw off Spanish tyranny. The commander-in-chief has been named by Congress,
and is under the same control by the President, as are generals of armies of the United
States. The troops are all organized into companies, battalions, and brigades, and are
not permitted to go upon any roving expeditions, or to separate themselves in any way
from their commands; and property captured by them is always turned over to the
commander of the district, for t}:e republic.

ENRIQUE LOINAZ.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of December, 1869.
CHARLES HARRIS PHELPS,
Notary Public, County of New York.

Affidavit of Francis Xavier Cisneros.
Crry AND COoUNTY OF NEW YORK, 88 : )
FraNcis XAVIER CISNEROS, being duly sworn, says: .
I am a native of Cuba. havine been born at Santiaco de Cuba. and for the ereater
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was by profession a civil engineer in that city. I am living for the present in the city
of New York, at No. 254 West Twenty-fourth street. In May, of this year, I left New
York for Cuba, and arrived there about the eleventh day of that month. Upon my
arrival I communicated with the republican general, in command of the district, Gen-
eral Peralta, and then with the commander-m—chietz, General Quesada, and then went
to the seat of government, at Sibanicu, and communicated there with the secretaries of
the Cuban government, whom I found in the active administration of the business of
their several departments. From that time up to the first of August, I was constantly
traveling in the island, and especially traversed that part of it which lies between
Santo Espiritu, about the central portion of the island, and Santiago de Cuba, near
the eastern extremity, a distance of about three hundred and fifty miles. I made this
journey at the instance of the government of Cuba, for the purpose of inspecting the
condition of affairs under the government, and the progress of the revolution. This I
was instructed to do, in order to make a report of my observations to the Cuban Junta,
at New York. This district to which I have referred is only a g:)rtion of the territory
which is occupied and controlled by the revolutionists, and which is more than two-
thirds of the area of the island. This republican territory is bounded by lines extend-
ing from Santiago de Cuba, on the Caribbean Sea, near the eastern part of the island,
to Baracoa, on the Atlantic Ocean; from Baracoa to Sagua la Grande, along the north-
ern coast; thence across the island to the Bay of Broa, on the Caribbean Sea; and
thence along the southern coast to Santiago de Cuba. The total extent of the island
is about thirty-six thousand square miles, of which the republican territory, just de-
scribed, embraces about twenty-four thousand square miles. This territory includes
some wild tracts, but for the most part is open, cultivated country. It'embraces some
of the considerable cities of the island—say nine or ten—which were then in the pos-
session of the Spaniards; but a larger number—say twenty or thirty—of the consid-
erable towns, with numerous smaller villages and all the open country to which I have
referred, were occupied and controlled by the republicans. The occupation of these
larﬁe towns by the Spaniards compelled them to withdraw large bodies from their
fighting force for garrison duty. This district, also extending to the sea, on both the
northern and southern sides of the island, embraces many ports to which the Cubans
had free access; but having as yet no means of forl:‘%ing those places, they had made
no attempt to hold exclusive possession of them. ithin this district, between May
and August, I visited almost all the military encampments of the revolutionists, about
thirty in number. At some of the camps there were as many as two thousand men,
and at none less than two hundred and fifty. To the best of my judgment and belief,
there were in all those camps, in May, about fifteen thousand well armed soldiers; an
in August, when I left the island, there were, I should think, about twenty thousand.
The Cuban forces were encamped around most of the principal towns occupied by the
Spaniards, and prevented communication by the Spaniards between those towns.
Besides the force of regular soldiers in camps, the entire male population throughout
the district I have described was organized as a volunteer military force, but, %eing
without arms, could not be brought into actual military service.

The Cuban republic was divided into four states, and each of those states was sub-
divided into distriets, each district being placed under the command of a general,
appointed by the government. Each of these generals had control of all the forces in
his district, subject to the commander-in-chief; so that all the forces of the revolu-
tionists were under the supreme command of General Quesada, the general-in-chief
‘who was appointed by the Cuban Congress.

During my stay in the island there were frequent conflicts between the Cuban and
the Spanish forces, in many of which I participated ; in the most important of those
in which I took part, whici took place on the 18th of June, at Calabazas, the Cuban
forces numbered about seven hundred. The Spaniards had attacked, but were
repelled, and retreated. A few days before, a fight had taken place, in which, as I was
then informed, and believe, the Cubans numbered fifteen hundred. Many other combats
took place with various results. The condition of the country was one of constant
fighting between considerable forces, and, on the part of the Cubans, all of the battles
were conducted under the control of the commander-in-chief.

At the time of my visit to the island, the Cuban revolutionary party had already
adopted a constitution embodying a republican form of government, guaranteeing the
liberty of the press, of religion, and education, and abolishing slavery ; it had also a
completely organized government, represented by a President and Congress, and sec-
retaries of state, war, treasury and interior, and other officers an bodies. The
Congress was composed of eighteen delefates, elected by the people from all parts of
the island ; it was, at the time to which I refer, in session, and I attended many of its
meetings. The elections for governors of the states took place during my stay onthe
island, and were participated in by all the inhabitants of the district describeg by me,
except of the towns garrisoned by the Spaniards.

The ecapital of the republican government was at Sibaniero, a_ Wi _situated in the




118 THE REVOLUTION IN CUBA.

interior, in an open plain, on the great central highway of the island, and approached
by roads from all directions. piral highway ’ PP

e island had ther also been divided by the Con into four states, namely,
Oriente, Camaguey, Las Villas, Occidente li‘lﬁovemors of each of these states had been
elected by their inhabitants, and the{ assumed and were administering their
offices. The government had also established and maintained ar postal service
throughout all its territory; had created courts and ;Ppointed Ju and sheriffs or
prefects ; the local judgeoim(l opened and were holding their courts; the supreme
court of the state was not yet convened ; the court administered laws which been
enacted by the Cuban Contgress, and which were universally recogni and enforced
throughout the territory of the Cuban government which I Kave escribed.

F. J. CISNEROS.

Sworn and subscribed before me this 11th day of December, 1869.
CHARLE

4 8 HARRIS PHELPS,

Notary Public, County of New York.
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