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Christian, a good man,-an honest man, in con
science, thus give himself up, soul and body,
under penalty of death, to any society what-
ever, outside of the holy Church? A society
which forces on all its members, without ex-
ception, and receives such an oath,—a pri-
vate society which, in contempt of all divine
and human laws, attributes to itself such ex-
orbitant rights, and in particular, the right
of life and death on the millions who are
members of it, is a deeply, essentially immoral
society, and the sword of the Church where-
ever it strikes it, strikes it justly.

Thus condemnable, when judged from the
points of view, both of reason and of Faith,
Freemasonry has been justly condemned by
the Holy See, which in this case, as in so
many others, has courageously fulfilled the
salutary mission entrusted to it by Almighty
God. Commissioned to teach all nations, to
proclaim and defend truth, to judge, unmask,
condemn and pursue error and evil, the holy
Church has solemnly anathematized Freema-
sonry in all its degrees, in all its forms. It
has excommunicated, that is, cut off from her
bosom, all Christians, whoever they are, who
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would dare to affiliate themselves to it, in
spite of her positive prohibition.

Every Freemason, therefore, is, and justly,
excommunicated ; the mere Apprentices, as
well as the Grand-Urients, and the Grand-
Masters, the high and the low, the female and
the male Freemasons, the members of Lodges,
as well as the adepts of the back Lodges.

XXXI.

Exrress SENTENCES PASSED ON FREEMASONRY
BY THE SOVEREIGN PONTIFFS.

Our Lord Jesus Christ hassaid in the Gos-
pel: If any one does not hear the Church, let hvm
be to yow as a heathen. Now, the Church, by
the grand voice of the Popes, has solemnly
and expressly condemned Freemasonry.

As far back as the first half of last cen-
tury, when Masonry was more openly organ-
ized in Europe, Pope Clement the XIlth, con-
demned it in a Bull, dated April 23d, 1738.
“ Reflecting,” says the Pope, “on the great
evils with which those clandestine societies
threaten, either the peace of States, or the
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‘salvation of souls, after having consulted our
Venerable Brethren the Cardinals, of our own
accord, and in the fulness of Apostolical pow-
er, we have enacted and decreed that the
aforesaid societies, assemblies, or meetings of
Freemasons, whichever name they take, must
bé condemned and proscribed, as we do con-
demn and proscribe them by the present con-
stitution, the effect of which is to last for-
ever.” “To this end,” he adds, ¥ by virtue of
holy obedience, we forbid all and every
Christian faithful, of whatever profession,
dignity or condition, clergymen or laymen,
secular or regular, to establish, propagate or
favor the society called Freemasons, to admit
it in their houses, to be affiliated to it, and to
assist at its meetings, under penalty of excom-
munication to be incurred, ipso facto, without
any new declaration, and especially reserved
to us and to our successors, so that no one
can absolve from it without our permission,
except at the point of death.”

During the reign of Benedict the XIVth,
some persons endeavored to make it believed
that the Constitution of Clement the XIlth,
was no more binding, and that those who then
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were affiliated to the society of Freemasons,
did not incur excommunication. After seri
ously examining the question, the illustrious
Pontiff hastened to undeceive them, and by
his Bull of May 28th, 1751, he confirmed his
predecessor’s Constitution in all its injunc-
tions. “That no one may accuse us,” says
he, “to have failed in what prudence requires
of us, we have resolved to re-issue our prede-
cessor’s Constitution, by inserting it word for
word in our present letters; thus acting with
clear knowledge, and by virtue of the fulness
of Apostolical power, we confirm it, we re-s-
sue it, and we order and decree that it be,
from this day, put to execution, as if it were
now published for the first time.”

The Society of Carbonari so called, which,
at the beginning of this century, spread all
over Europe, and especially over Italy, was,
as we have seen, but a ramification of Free
masonry. In his Bull of Sept. 13th, 1821,
Pope Pius the VIIth, describes its main fea-
tures; he shows its intimate connection with
the Masonic Order; he indicates all the evils
to be feared from it for Religion and Christian
society ; and those evils have been but too
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much realized ever since until now. By that
Constitution, the Venerable Pius the VIIth,
decrees the same penalty of excommunica-
tion, especially reserved to the Apostolic See,
against all those who would join it or favor it
in any way whatever.

In 1825, Pope Leo the XIIth, viewing all
secret societies in their whole, was terrified
at the thought of all the.evils which Religion
and the State had to fear from them; he saw
with an inexpressible grief that in them re-
ligious indifference was preached, that they
received men of all religions and of all be-
liefs; that they assumed the right of life und
death over those who broke the secrets of the
Lodges, or refused to fulfil the criminal or-
ders given to them ; he was appalled at the
deep contempt shown by them for all authori-
ty. Consequently, in his Bull of March 13th,
1825, he republished, in a most express man-
ner, the Constitutions issued against secret
societies, and particularly against Freema-
sons, by his predecessors, Clement the X1Ith,
Benedict the XIVth, and Pius the VIIth, and
forbade, as they did, all the faithful to affiliate
themselves to them, and to join them in any

9
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way whatever, under penalty of excommuni-
cation ipso facto, and especially reserved to
the Holy See, so that the Pope alone could
absolve from it, except in case of death.

Lastly, in his Allocution of Sept. 1865, our
Holy Father, Pope Pius the IXth, deplores,
as his predecessors, all the evils inflicted on
the Catholic Religion, and on Christian civili-
zation by the secret societies in general, and
in particular by that of the Freemasons. He
republishes all the dispositions contained in
the Apostolical Constitutions of Popes Clem-
ent the XIIth, Benedict the XIVth, Pius the
VI1ith, and Leo the XIIth, and especially
the penalty of excommunication laid on all
those who are affiliated to them, or who favor
them in any way. He exhorts the faithful
who might have had the misfortune to be re-
ceived in them, to leave them forthwith, in or-
der to save their souls, and, at the same time,
he strongly exhorts those who, so far, were
fortunate enough to stay away from them,
never to allow themselves to be drawn into
that dangerous abyss.

Therefore, doubt is now impossible; all
those who are affiliated to the society of Free-
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masons, by the very fact of their affiliation,
incur the penalties laid on them, by Clement
the X1Ith,in 1738; by Benedict the XIVth,
in 1751; by Pius the VIIth.,in 1821; by Leo
the XIIth, in 1825; and by Pope Pius the IXth,
in Sept., 1867. They are expressly excom-
municated ; they have no more any share in
the prayers of the Church; they must not
any more assist at the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass, nor at the other public services; nor
can they receive any sacrament. If they die
in that state, they forfeit all rights to ecclesi-
astical burial, because the Church does not
count them any more among her Children.

Either Catholic or Freemason, there is no
choice. #“One cannot be Freemason and
Catholic at the same time.”?

XXXII.

WHAT WE MUST DO, IN THE FACE OF THE
GREAT ANTI CHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

‘The Church is so powerfully constituted,
that she bas but to be herself to thwart all
the plots of all her enemies. Let us,one and

1 The Masonic World, May, 1866. p. 6.
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all, be but Christians, earnest Catholics, and
we stand ready.

Union begets strength. Our enemies un-
derstand it; their strength is in their union,
and their union is in their obedience. Let us
be united more than they are ; and, for that
purpose, let us obey better than they do. The
whole Catholic Church can be summed up in
two words: Obedience and Love. Let us
obey with love; let us love through obedi
ence.

First of all and above all, let us obey ¢n all
things the head of the Holy Church, cur Holy
Father, the Pope, Vicar of Jesus Christ, Pas-
tor and Infallible Teacher of all Christians.

Surely to obey the Pope, let us obey our
Bishop, our Parish Priest, our Confessor.
When we obey them, we obey not men, but
God himself, who, through them, teaches us,
guides us, forgives us, and makes us walk in
the right path. As much Masonic obedience
is blind, silly, absurd, wicked and sacrilegious,
so much Catholic obedience is grounded on
reasoning, rational, legitimate, holy, and mer-
itorious. What is nobler than to obey God?

To obedience let us add love. The soul of
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union is love. Let us love one another, chris-
tianly, efficaciously ; if we are rich,let uslove
and assist the poor; they are our brothers,
and in their person we love and assist Jesus
Christ. Let us love our Priests, and sur-
round them with all marks of respect; let us
love our Bishop, the Father and the Pastor
of our souls; and more yet, let us love the
Pope. Here is true fraternity, of which Ma.
sonic fraternity is but the impious disguise,
as their liberty and their equality are but the
disguise of true Christian liberty, and of true
equality. Men are truly equal only before
God; they are truly free only when becom-
ing the children of God.

Freemasonry attacks us through “the
Press;” let usbe on our guard; let us never
read bad newspapers; let us acquire a thor-
ough knowledge of the truths of Faith; if
able, let us scatter around us good Catholic
books. A good book is a Missionary; and
very often, people are converted by reading
it.

Freemasonry aims at wresting from us the
gouls of our children; let us react with the ut-
most energy, and from evil let us draw good.
Let us kindle anew our zeal for the salvation
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and sanctification of our children, for their in-
struction, and to prepare them to be valiant
soldiers of the Church. Fathers and mothers,
do not, forget that God has entrusted you with
the care of their souls, and that education, if
not thoroughly Christian, is now, more than
ever, an immense danger for them.

Finally, let us revive around us the family
spirit, the love of family, in place of which
the Masonic sects seek to put we know not
what pretended patriotic chimera, good only
to unduly excite imagination, and turn one's
head. Let us be fully convinced of this: the
remedy against all the Masonic venom, con-
sists exclusively in being true Christiaus, in
substituting humility, obedience, and faith to
pride, in truly loving our Lord Jesus Christ
with all our heart, with all our soul, with all
our strength.

If we do not act so, we have all to fear;
yes, all to fear in this world and in the next.
If, on the contrary, we remain faithful to God
and to His Church, we have nothing to fear;
the future is ours.

The struggle which is coming is either the

supreme struggle of the Church, or itis not. '
|
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If the former, the Church, as foretold, will suc-
cumb for a time, as Christ on Calvary; and
we shall succumb with her; but, as on Calva-
ry, Satan shall be defeated, and all his party
shall be hurled into the place of everlasting
torments, the Freemasons no less than any
other; we, on the contrary, rising in glory for-
ever, shall go to Heaven, there eternally
“to reign with our Lord Jesus Christ. 1f the
latter, we must look at the struggle with a
yet more cheerful confidence; for the enemy
who stands across our path, may win some
partial triumphs; but soon the storm shall
blow over, as so many before; and even in
this world, we shall ourselves enjoy with the
Holy Church, victory and peace.

In either case, our duties are the same : un-
ion, obedience, lively faith, fraternal charity,
zeal for the salvation of souls, and the holy
cause of the Church.

All of us,let us fight the good fight, under
the glorious bamner of the Immaculate Virgin,
and of St. Peter!

THE END.



Freemasonry seeks, above dll, silence and
darkness. Its first care, when attacked, is to
be silent, and play dead. In Belgium, it has
been an invariable watch-word for some years
past. It is the same, it would seem, in France
and everywhere. Let us, therefore, raise our
voice, and without tiring, loudly cry: danger,
danger!

Would it not be a good work to make this
small treatise known all around, and to spread
©t as much as possible ?
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