






























PUBLIC DOCUlIENTS.

The commiuionera tor determininr.- the north­
western land-boundaly between the United States
and the British ~l88Iions,UDder the treaty of 1866,
have completed their labor, and the commission has
been dissOlved.

In conformity with the recommendation of Con­
gJ'U8, _ propoeitlon W88 early made to the British
Goven:men' to abolish the mixed courts created
under the treatI of~rill, 1869, for tbe suppression
of the alave-traae. The subject 1& Itill under nego­
tiation..

It haviDg come to my 1mowl~ that a corporate
eom~y,o~ onder the Bntish law, proposed
to land~ the Ihorea of the United States, and to
C?P8rate tlie!8l It lubmarine cable, under a concession
from hil K.detsty the Emperor of the French1 of an
uclUJive rig'h' for twenty Ye&I'IJ of communIcation
between the shores of France ana the United States
with the very objectionable feature of subject~all
meuape conveyed thereby to the 8crutiny and con­
vol or the French Government, I ca118ed the French
and British leptiona at W~n *0 be made ac­
quainted with t~e probable J>C?licy of COngJ'e18 on the
8ubje~ as foreshadowed by the bill which puaed the
Senate 1D March lute Thi8 drew from the repreeent­
atives or the oompany an ..,eement to accept as the
'basis of their operations the provialODS of that bill,
or of such other eD8Ctment on the subject as might
be~ during the aJ>~roaohiDg le88ion of Con­
greu. also, to uee their fnlluence to secure from 'be
French Government a modiAcation ofthelr conoession
80 88 to j)ormit the landing upon French soil of any
eable bero~to~ comj)any inco~rated by the
authoritiel of the United States, or of any 8tate in
She Union, and on their part not to oppose the estab­
lishment of any such _cable. In ooD81deration of this
~ment, I directed the witbdrawal of all op~i­
tion by the United States authorities to the lmdiDg
of the eable and to the working of it until the meeting
of Co~. I re(l'et to lay tha, there baa been no
modification made m the oompany's conceasion, nor,
80 far as I can learn, have they attempted to secure
one. Their ooncession excludelJ the capital and the
mUseu of the United 8tates from oompetition upon
the aboree 01 France. I recommendl~lation to
proteat the right. of citizeu of \he United 8ta~8\as
well 88 th~ dignity and 8OvereiptY' 01 the nation
against IUCh an assumption. I shall &180 endeavor
to eeeure by negotiation an abandonment of \he
principle of menopo1iee in ocean telepphio cables.
COj)iee ofthia corree~ndenceare herewith furnished.

Tho uD8etUed political condition of other countries
lese fortunate than our ow!') sometimes induces their
eitizena to come to *he united States for 'be IOle
P~ or beoomin2 namraIized. Having secured
this, the): retum to iheir native oountry and ruide,
without Cliac108inc their ehange of allegiance. They
accept oftleial polltions of trust or honor which can
only be held '61' citizens of their native land. They
journey under P88&~rt8 deacribing them u such
eiti.zeD8, and it is only when civil discord, after,
~~I, years of quiet, fueatens their j>eraons or
ibeir pro~~,or wilen their native state dlafta them
inw ita Diili~ service, that the fact of their change
of allegiance is made known. Thoy reside perma­
nently _waf from the United Statel, and they: oon­
tribute noUiin2 to ita revenUet5 ; they avoid the duties
of ita citiaensnip, and they onll lnake themselves
known br a claim of protection. I have directed the

• diplomatic and consular oftlcera of tbe United States
to acrutinize carefully all such claims of protection.
The citizen 01 the United States, whether native
or adopted, who~e8 his duty to his country,
is entitled to ita complote protection. While 1 have
a voice in the direction 01 aftidra I Ihall not consent
to imperil thia sacre~::UbYconterriDg it upon io-
titioUl or fraudulent te.

On the acceaion of the present Administration
K W88 found that the minister for North Germany
had made propositions for UJ.e negotiation ot _ con.:.

vention for the protection ot immigrant j)U8eDgers,
to which no respol18e had been ~ven. It was con­
cluded that *0 be eifectual aU the maritime ~w­
era engaged in the trade should join in suCh _
measure. Invitations have been extended to the
Cabinets of London, Paris, Florence, Berlin, Brus­
sels, the ~e, COpenh~n, and Btookholm, to
empower thetr repreeentativee atW~n to si­
multaneously enter into negotiations, and to con­
clude with the United States conventions identical in
form,m~ uniform re2UlatioDl U to the construc­
tion of the parts of veuels to be devoted to the use
ofimm~tl!uaeDge1'8, u to the q.uantitr of food, as
to the medic8J. treatment of the 81ck, ana as to the
rules to be observed during the voyage, in order to
secure ventilation, to promote health, to prevent i..
truaion, and to ~roteot the families, and proYiding
for the establisliment of tribunals in the several
COuntriOI for enforcing 8uch regulations by summary
proeesa.

And your Attention Is ~cttully called to the
law ~tlng the tari1f on lIussian hemp, and to
the question whether to Ix the charges on Russian
hemp ~er than they are Axed !!POn manilla is not
• violation of our treaty with RU88!a, placing her
products u~n the same footing with those of the
most favored nations.

Our manufactures are increasing with wondertnl
rapidity under the encouragement which they noW'
:receive. With the improvement in machinel7 al­
ready eft'ected and still mcreaaiDg, causing machinery
to take the plaoe of skilled labor to a large extent, our
imports of many articles must fall oif Iartely WIthin
• very few Y:e&r8.

Fortunately, manufactures are not conflned to _
few localitiee- U formerlY:'.!Dd it is to be hoped will
become more and more amused, making thelnteres£
in them equal in all sections. Thoy give employ­
ment and IUpport to hundreds of thousands of people
at home, and retain with us the means which other­
we woUld be ah1p~ abroad.

The exteD8ion of railJ'oads in Europe and the Eut
is brin2in2 into oompetition with our agricultural
produei8 like products of other countries. Selt-in­
terest, if' not self-preservation, therefore, dictates cau­
tion~t disturbing any indU8trial interest of the
ooun~. It teaches U8 alSo the neoeasity of looking
to other markets for the sale of our surplus. Our
neighbo1'8 lOuth 01 us, and China and Japan, should
receive our speo1a1 attention.

It win be the endeavor of the Administration to
oultivate 8uch relations with all these nations 88 to
entitle us to their oolrlidence, and make it their in­
terest as well as OUl"l to establilh better commercial
relationa.

Thr<!agh the agency of a more enlightened pol~
than that heretpfore pursued toward China, ~ly
due to the ..city ana eifom of one of our own ai8­
~ia\edcitizens, the world is about to commence
lanlely-mcreued relations with \hat ~Pulous and
hitnerto excluaive nation. As the Unitea States have
been the initiaton in this new policyt so they should
be the most earnest in showing tlie1l' good faith in
~ it _ sucoeea. In this connection, I would ad­
me suCh l~on 88 will forever preclude tbe en­
slavement 01 the Chine8e upon our soil under the
name of coolies, and al80 prevent American vessels
from engaging in the traJiaportation of coolies to any
coun~-tolerating the system. I also recommena
that the misaion to China be raised to one of the 1lrst
class.

On my aasuming tbe responsible duties of Chief
~trateot· the United States, it was with the con­
victIon that three things were essential to ita peace,
perpetllity, and tullest development :

1. Amo~ these is Itriet integrity in tu1fUling all
our obligationa.

2. To secure protection to 'he person and property
of the citizen of the United State8 in each and every
portion of our common country, wherever he may
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cho08e to move, without reference to original nation­
ality, religion, color, or politics, demanding of him
only obedience to the laW8 and proper respect for the
rights of others.

8. UIlion of all the States, with equal rights, in­
destructible by any constitutional means.

To lecure tlie first of these, Congress baa taken two
C8sentialsteps: :first, in decl~-byjoint reBOlution
that the public debt should be pa1d, t>rincipal and in­
tere8t, in coin.i and second, by proVIding the means
for paying. rrovid~ the means, however, could
Dot 8ecure the object desired without a }!roper ad­
ministration of the 1&W8 for the collection of tlie reve­
Dues, and an economical disbursement of them. To
this 8ubject the Administration hal most earnestly
addressed itself. with resulta, I ho~, satisfactory to
tne country. There has been no hesitation in ex­
changing officials in order to 800ure efficient execu­
tion of the laws_ometimes, too, where in a mere
p~ view undeserved politic&l result.! were likely to
follow-nor any hesitatlon in 8ustaini~eftlcient oftl­
cials against remonstrances wholly pohtical. It may
be well to mention here the embarrassments ~18ible
to arise from leaving on the 8tatute-booD the so­
called tenure-of..ofBce acts, and to earnestly recommend
their total repeal. It could not have been the inten­
tion of the framers of the Comtitution, when provid­
ing that appointments made by the President should
receive tlie consent of the Senate, that the latter
should have the ~ower to retain In oftlee persona
placed there by Federal appointment~t the will
of the President. The law is inconsistent with a
faithful and efficient admini8tration of the Govern­
ment. What faith can the Executive put in otBcialI
forced upon him, and those, too, whom he has 8118­
~ended for reasons f How will such ofllcials be like­
ly to serve an Administration whioh they know does
not trust them' For the second requisite to our
~wth and prosperitY1 time and a firm but humane
administration of existing laws, amended from time
to time 88 they may prove ineifective, or prove harsh
and unneoossary, are probably all that are required.
The third cannot be attained by special legislation,
but must be regarded as :fixed by tlie Constitution it­
self, and gradUally acquie8eed m by force of publio
o~biion.

From the foundation of the Government to the
present t~e th~ ma~ement.of the or!ginal inhabit­
ants of thLS contlDent\ the Indians, haa been a subject
of embarras$ment and expense, and has been attend­
ed with continuous robberies, murders, and wars.
From my own experience upon the frontiers in Indian
countries, I do not hold either legislation or the con­
duct of the whites who come most in contact with the
Indian blameless for these hostilities. The past,
however, cannot be undone, and the question must
be met as we now Ilnd it. I have attempted a new
policy toward these wards of the nation (they can­
not be re~ed in any other light than yards),
with fair re8ults, 80 far as triod, and which, hope,
w~ be attend~dul~telywith great 8UooeU. The
Soclety of Friends 18 well known 88 bav~ 8Uo­
ceeded in living in peace with the Indians m the
early 8ettlement of Pennsylvania, while their white
neighbors' of other soots in other sections were con­
8tantlr embroiled. Thay wero also known for their
oppOSition to all strife, violenoe, and war, and are
generally noted for their strict integrity and fair
dealings. Those consideratioll! induced me to give
the management of a tew reservations of IndianS to
them, and to throw the burden of the &election of
agent.! upon the Society iueU: The result has proved
most satisfactory.

It will be found more tuUl 8et forth in the report
of the Commissioner of Indlall .Affairs. For Super­
intendent and Indian Agents not in the reservations,
oftlcen of the army were 8elected. The reasons tor
this are numerous: Where Indian agents are scnt,
there, or near there, troops must be lent also. The
agent and the commander of the troops are inde-

pendent of each other, and are subject to orders from
aift'erent departments of the Government. The army
otBcer holdi a position for life; the agent at the will
of the President. The former is personally interest­
ed in Iiving in hannony with the Indian) and in
establilhlng a permanent peace, to the end tnat some
~rtionot hi81ife may be spent within the limits or
civilized society; the latterl1aI no such personal in­
terest. A.nother reason is an economic one and still
anothe~.the hold which the Govemment h;; upon
a life-omcer to secure a faithful ditaoha~ofhis duties
in~ng out a given policy. The bUildiD2 of rail­
roads, and the &OOeU thereby given to all the ~­
oultural and mineral regions of the country, are ~ld­
11 bringi~ civilized 8ettlements into contact witli all
the trioes of Indians. No matter what o~ht to be
the relations between such settlements and the abo­
rig!nes, the tact la, that they do Dot harmonize wen~
and one or the other has to give way in the end. A
system which looks to the extinction of a race is too
horrible for a nation to adopt without entailin~upon
itself the wrath of all Christendom, and engeuder­
l~ in the citizen a disregard for human lite and the
r~l1t8 of others dangerous to society. I see no sub­
stitute for 8uch a system except in placing all the In­
diana on large reservations Il8 rapidly as it can be
done, and giving them absolute protection there.
A.I soon as they are fttted for it tliey should be in­
duced to stake their lands in severalty and to set ~
tenitorial govemmentt for their own protection. For
full details on this subject I call attention to the re­
ports of the 8ecretary of the Interior and the Com­
missioner of Indian Affairs.

The report of the Secretary of War shoWB the ex­
penditure8 of the War Department for the year end­
Ing the BOth of June, 1869, to be 880,6.(4,04:2, or
wliich 123,882,810 W88 disbursed in the payment of
debta contracted during the war, and is not cbarre:­
able to current army expenses. His estimate of
11',631,081 for the expenses of·the anny for the next
llac&1ye&r is 88 low &8 it is believed can be relied on.

The estimates of bureau otftcers have been earefullT
80mtinized and reduced wherever it has been practi­
cable. If, however, the condition of the countrr
should be such, by the beginning of the next Jlseal
rear, U to admit of a greater concent....tion of~t
the appropriation asked for will not be expended.

The appropriations estimated for river and harbor
improvements and fortifications are 8ubmitted sep.
arately. Whatever amount Congress may deem prop­
er to appropriate for these purposed will be expendea..
The reoommendation ofthe General of the AnDy1..tbat
approp_riations be made for the forts at Boston, Yort­
land, New York, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and San
FraDciaoo, if for no others, is concurred in. I also
ask your special attention to his recommendation of
the ~neral commanding the military division of the
Paoi1lo, for the sale of tlie 8eal Islands, of 8t. ~rge,
and St. Paul, Alaska Territo:ry, and 8~8t that it
either be complied with, or toat legislation be had
for the proteotion of tho 8eal1lsheries, from which a
revenuo 8hould be derived.'

The report of t.he Secretary of War contains a
synopsis ot the reports of the liead of bureaus of the
commanders of military divisions, and of the districts
of Virginia, Missi88ippi, and Texas, and the report
ofthe Genoral of the Anny in full. The recommen­
dations therein contained have been well oonsidered.
and are submitted tor your action. I, ~owever, call
special attention,to the recommendation of the Chief •
of Ordnance for the sales of anenals and lands no
longer ot use to the Government; also! to the recom­
mendation of the Secretary of War, tnat the act of
March 8, 1869, prohibiting ,romotions and appoint­
ments on the staff corps 0 the army be re~ed.
The extent of oountry to be garr!8oned, and the
number of military posts to be occupied, are the same
with a reduced anny as with al~ one, and a large
number of stal' oftlcers required 18 more dependen~
upon the latter than the fonner condition.
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The re~rt of the Seoretary of the-Navy, aooom­
~ying thLs~ ~hows the condition of the navy
when this Administration came into office, and the
~ made since. 8trenuous eiforta have been
made to place as many vessell in oolDDlilaion or
render them :fit for eervice1 if required, &I possible,
and to lubstitute the sail lor Iteam while~,
thus materially reduci~ the e~1 of the navy
and adding rreatly to its etBcienoy. Looking to our
future, 1 recommend a liberal though not extravagant
~1i~ toward this branch of the public services.

The report of the Postma8ter-General fornishes a
clear and comprehenaive exhibit of the operations of
the postal f!erviC!t. and of the Ilnancial condition of
the ]»oat-Oftice J)e~ent. The o~ postal
revenues for the year ending the 80th of June, 1889,
amounted to 118\",,610, and the expenditures to
Ij8,698,181, shoWlng an excels of expenditures over
receipts, t5,868,6iO. The exces8 of ex~enditureeover
reooipta for the previous yearamounteCl to 16,487,199.
The mcrease of revenues for 1869 over those of 1868
was 12,061,909, and the increase of expenditures wu
1967,538. The increased revenue in 186~ exeeeded
the increased revenue in 1868 by 1936,836, and the
increased expenditure in 1869 wu 12,627,570 lees
than the increued e~ndituresin 1868, showing, by
comparison, this gratifYing feature of improvement,
that, while the increue orex~nditures over the in­
crease of receipts in 1868 was 12,"9,586, the increase
of receipts over the increase of expenditures in 1869
waa t1,O~371.

Your attention is called to the recommendations
made by the Postmaster-General for authority to
c~ the rule of compensation to the main tronk
railrOad linea for their services in carrying the. maila,
for ha~ poet-route ma~ executed, for reorpnizing
the e1Bciency 01 the special 8I(8ney service, for the
increase of tnemail service on the Paci1lc and for
establishing mail service under the tag of the Union
on the Atlantic; and most especially: do I call lOur
attention to hia recommendation for the total abohtion
ofthe t.rank~privilege. This is an abuse from which
no ODe reoeives a commensurate advantage. It reduces
the receipts for ~ta1 service from twenty-:five to
thirty per cent., and largely increases the service to
be~rformed.

The method by which~s~ should be paid~n
public matter is set forth fully in the report of the
Postmaster-General. '

The report of the Secretary of the Interior shows
that the quantity of public Ian4a d~osed of during
the year ending 30th of June,I869, W88 7,666,000
8I!1'e8, exceeding that ofthe previous year bI' 1JOIO,409.
Of this amount 2,899,~ acres were sola lor cash,
and 2,737t866 acres entered under the homestead law.
The remamder was granted to aid in the constmc­
tioh of works of internal improvement, apportioned
to these States as swamp lands, and located with war­
ranu and scrip. The cash receipts from all sources
were *'1~!21886, exceeding those of the preceding
year '2,MU,140.
~ the last 118001 year, 28,196 names were added

to the penaion-rolls, and .(.,876 dropped tberefrom,
leavi~ at its close 107,968. The amount paid to
pensioners, including the compensation of disbursing
~nt., was '8,422,884, an increase of 84,411,902 on
that of the ~reviou8 year.

The muniflce~ of Con~s boa been conspicu­
ously manitest in its le~slation for the 80ldiers and
sailors who suft'ered in the recent stru~gle to main­
tain that unity of 'lo\·emment whicli makes U8
one people. The additions to the pension-rolls of
each successive year since tbe conclusion of the hoft­
tilities relult in a great degree from the repeated
amendments of the act of the 14th of July, 1862,
which extended ita provisions to cases not falling
within its original 8CO~e.

The lar2e outlay wlilCh it thus oooasioned is t'urther
increasedoy the more liberal allowance bestowed
since that date upon those who, in the line of duty,

"ere whollyor~entlydisabled. Public opinion
haa given an emphatic sanction to these measures of
Congress, and it will be conceded that no part of our
public burden is more cheert'ull-" borne than that
which is impoaed by this branch of the service. It
necesaitates further, next Ilscal year, in addition to
the amount justly chaJyeable to the naval pension
fund, an appropriation orthirty million dollars. Dur­
ing they~ ending the 80th of September, 1869, the
J;>atent-Oftlce issued 181'62 patent~, and its receipts
were 1688,889-being 1~18,926more than the expen­
ditures.

I would res~lly call your attention to tbo reo­
ommendation of the Secretary of the Interior, for
uni~ the duties of su~rvi8iDg the education of
freedmen with the otber duties devolving upon the
Commissioner of Education'.

If it is the desire of CoDpss to make the ceDSUS
which must be taken during' the year 1870 more oom­
plete and perfect than heretofore, I would suggest
earl! aotion upon an! plan that may be agreed upon.
Ala Congresa at the hist session appointed a com­
mittee to take into consideration such measures 88
might be deemed proper in reference to the census,
and to report a plan, I desist from sayin~ more.

I recommend to your favorablo cOD81aeration the
claims of the Agricultural Bureau for liberal appro­
priations in a coun~ so dive18ited in climate and
loil AI ours, and witli a population so l~ely de­
pendent upon agriculture. The banellts that can be
conferred by properly fOltering this Bureau aro in­
calculable.

I desire re~ecttu1ly to call the attentidn of Con­
greas to the inadequate salaries of a number of the
moat important oftlcera or the Government. In this
message I will not enumerate them, but will specify
only the J uatices of the 8upreme Court. No cbange
haS been made in their salaries for :fifteen yean, and
within that time the labol'8 of tbe court have largely
increased, and the expensel of living have at least
doubled. During the same time Congreu haa twice
found it necesaa!"y to increase largely: the compensa­
tion of its meml>ers, and the duty which it owes to
Gother department ofthe Government deserves, and
will undoubtedly receive, ita due consideration.

There are many Rubjectl not alluded to in this mes­
sage which might with propriety be introduced, but
I abetain, believing that your patriotism and 8tates­
manship will suggest the topics and the lel(i8lation
most conducive to the intereAts of the whole people.
On my part I promise a rigid adherence to the laws,
and their strict enforcement. U. B. GRANT.

Inaugural .AddrUll of Pruident GnAxT, de-
li1)erea March 4, 1869.

0iUunI of llu Umud Statu:
Your 8u~es having elected me to the office of

President of the Unitec1 States. I bave, in conformity
with the Constitution of our country, taken the oath
of oftlce prescribed therein. I have taken this oath
without mental reservation, and with the determina­
tion to do to the beat of my ability all that it requires
of me. Theresponsibilities of th~position I feel, but
accept them without fOOf. The office has come to me
unsought. I commence its duties untrammelled. I
bring to it a conscientious desire and detennination .
to 11ll it to the best of my ability to tbe satisfaction
of the people.

On all leading questions agitating the pubhcmind, 1
will always express my views to CongreM, and urge
them according to my jud~ent; and, when I tbink
it advisable, will exercIse the constitutional privilege
of inte!POsing a veto to defeat measures wblCb I op­
pose. But all laws will be faithfully executed whether
they meet my approval or not.

I shall, on an subjeots, have a policy to recommend,
but none to enforce ~st the win of the people.
Laws are to govern all alike. thoso opposed, 81 well
88 those who ravor them. I know no method to le-
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cure the repeal of bad or obnoDoaala'WI 10 e1f'ective
as their strmgent execution.

The oountry havi~ just emer~ from a I'N&t re­
bellion, many questioIl8 will come before it tor settle­
ment in the next four 1~,which preoedi~Admin­
istrations have never had to deal with. In meeting
these, i* is desirable that they should be approached
calmly, without prejudice, hate, or sectional pride, re­
memoering that tile ~t~ to the greateet
number is the object to be attaiDed.

This requirea 1eemitr of peJ'lOn, property, and for
religious and political opinron, in every part of our
OOmmon oountry, without re«&rd to loCal prejudiae•
.All laws to secure tbese enda will receive my beat
efforte for their enforcement.

A great debt has boen contracted in securing to us
and our posterity the Umon; the payment of this,
principal and interest, .. well aa the return to a specie
basis, &8 lOOn 18 it can be aeoompUahed without ma­
terial detriment to the debtor c1aIa or to the ooun~
at large, must be provided for. To protect the
nation&l honor, every dollar of Govemment indeb...
edness should bo paid in gold unless otherwide ex­
pressly stipulated m the contract. Let it be under­
stood .that no repudiator of one~ of our
public debt will lie trusted in public place, and it
Will go Cal' toward str,n2the~ a credit whiCh ought
to be the beet in the wond\and Will ultimatell enable
us to replaoe the debt with bond. 'beariq leu interest
than we now pay. To this should be aaded a faith­
ful collection of the revenue, a strict aooountabllity to
the Tre8aur~ for every dollar colleoted, and the gt'eat­
est practicable retrenchment in expenditure in every
de.l!~entof Go.,.emment.

When we compare the paying capaelty of the
eountry noW' with the tell States in poverty from the
e1f'eeta of war, but soon to emerge, I trust, Into
greater prosperity than ever befo~ with its pa~
capacity twentl-1ve rears ago, and calculate what It
probably will be twenty-ive years hence, who can
aoubt tile feasibility of paying e.,.81'1 dollal then with
more ease than we now pay for uaeleas luxuries'
Why, it looks &8 thoqh Providence had bestowed
upon us a strol1Jt box in the preoioua metala locked up
in the sterile mountains of the far West, of which
we are now forg~ the key to unlock to meet the
verY oontingenoy tiM is now upon us.

Ultimatelr it may be necea8~ to iD8111"e the laoil­
ities to reaCh these riohes.· and it may be neceesaty
also that the General Government shoUld Jrive its aid
to secure thia aooeaI. But that should only be when
a dollar of oblintion to pay secures preoiaely the
8&me lort of' dollar to use now, and not bero~
While the question of 8pecie paYDlents is in abeyance,
the prudent business man is careful about oontrloting
debts payable in the distant fUture. The nation
8hould follow tbe laIl1e rule. A. prostrate commerce
ia to be rebuilt and all induatriesen~

The young men of the country, those who from
their age must be ita rulers nrenty-8.ve years hence

Jhave a~ interest in maintidn~ the natiOnal
honor. A moment's reieotionu to wliat will be our
oommandiD~inluenoe among the nations of the earth
in their day, ifthey are only true to thetDAelvel, should
inspire them with natioDal pride. All diviaioDl,
geographical, yolitical, and re~oQs can join in thiS
common sentlment. How the pUbllc debt 11 to be
paid, or 8~iepayments resumed, is not so important
as that a plan tihould be adopted and acquiesced in.

A united determination to do iA worth more than
divided counsels upon the method of doing. Legis­
lation upon this subject may not be neOO8.a~
now, nor even adviAable, but it will be when the
civil law is more fully restored in all J)&I'tI of the
countlIt and trade re8umes ita wonted cliannels.

It Will be my endeavor to execute all laws in arood
faith, to oollect all revenues useased, and to liave
them properl, accounted for and eoonomicalll dis­
burse.d. I will, to the beet of my ability~ appomt to
01ll.0e those only who will carrr out this ae.lgD.

•

In regard tel' foret,rn poli~, I would deal with
DAtiolUl u equitable law requires individuals t() deal
with each other, and I would protlect the law-abiding
citizen, whether of Dative or (oreip birth, where­
ever his ~bta an jeoJ)&ldiaed or the ~ of our
country :floats. I wOufd respect the rights of all
national demanding equal rea~ for our own. If
others depart from thiS rule in theirdealings with us,
we IDay De compelled to follow their precedent.

The pro~r treatment of the m:.igiD&l oceu1*d3 of
this laD<!, the IndiaDa, ia one deeen1ng of caret'al
&tady. I will favor any course toward them which
tendS to their civilliation and ultimate citiJen­
ship.

'rhe queatlon of~ 11 one which it likely to
agitate the publlo 80 lo~ as a portion of the citizens
of the Dation are excluded trom ita privil~ in any
State. It seems to me vttr1 desirabfe tha\ this ques­
tion should be settled DOW, and I entertain the hope
and express the desire that it IDar be by the ratiica­
tion of the 1lfteenth artiale of amendmem \0 \he
Constitution.

In conclusion, I ask patient forbearance one
toward another throughout the !aDd, and a deter­
mined dolt on the part of evfJrl. citisen to do hit
share toward oemenq a hapP1 Union; and 1 .t
the prayers of the nation to AlDiighty God in behIlt
of this oonaummation.

Pruident GRANT'S Proclamation/or t1u ElM-
_ tion in Virginia, JltJfl 14, 1869.
In punuance of the proviaioll.l of the lOt or Con­

gress approved April 10, 1869, I hereby~
toe 6th day of July, 1869, .. the time for 8Ubmitting
the OOD8titutiol!~as8edby the convention which met
in Richmond, Virginia, on Tueedar, the 8d day of
December, 186'1, to the voten of aaiCl State registered
at the date of 8poh submission, via., Jwyl, 1868, for
rati8oation or rejection.

And I submit to a ~paraH vote the fourth clause
of section !, article ill., of said oonatitution, which
18 in the fOllOWing wordS :

Eve1'f pel'8On who 1:uUI been a Senator or repre­
sentative m Congres8t or elector of President or V"lee­
President, or wlio held any oftloe, civil or mllit&11

b
'

under the United States, or under any 8tate, W 0,
having previouslY' taken an oath a8 a memberof Con­
gress) or.. an officer or the United States, or II a
member of any State Leg!alature, or as an exeouti!8
or judicial oflleer of any State, 8hall have eJ1Pl8.d 1Jl
insurrection or rebellion apinst the 88IDe or given
aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. Thl; claise
shall include the following 01loen: Govemor, Li~"
tenant-Govemor, Seol'etal"1 ofState, auditororp~lic
aooounta, aeoond auditor, register of the lancHwel81
State treasurer, attorney-general, sheriff', sergeant or
a oity or town, commissioner ot the reveaue, ~t1
surveyor oonatable~overseers of the ~r, oommw­
8ioner 01 the board of publio works, ju~ of th1
supreme oourt, judges of the eircuit court, ludge 0
the court of hU8t~, justices of the county eourta.
mayor, recorder, alaermen, couocilmen of I city or
town, ooroners, eacheators, inspectors of to~,
ftour, etc., and clerks of the supreme, district, circuit,
and count! oourts and of the court of hUltings, and
attorneys for the Commonwealth; PlPvided that~
~lature may br~ a vote of three-tlfths of UVWi

houaea, remove the disabilities incurred by this clause
from any person include4 therein, by a separate vott
in each aue.

And I also submit to a separate vote the ~th ~
tion of article III. of the aaiQ oonstitution, which 15
in the words following:

In addition to the foreroing oath of oiBoe, the Gov..
emor, Lieutenant-Governor, members of the General
Assembly, Secretary of State, auditor of publio Ie­
counts) State t1'e88urer, attorney~era1, and all ~r·
IOns elected to aDr oonvention to frame aoonatitution
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in the ordinary senAe oltho word, alildng out of atm­
pie contrnctB, or contracts br specialty--,- which in­
Clucle ~utLtmtmt3 and recogn1Z&lloos. Whether the
word' dcl;ts," &8 used in the act, includes obligationa
expressly made payable, or ~udged to be paid in
ooln, haS been argued in another cue.

In the case here referred to by the Ohief
Justice, he said: "It seems to us clear, beyond
controversy, that the act must receive the rea­
sonable construction not only warranted, but
required, by the comparison of its provisions
with the provisions of other acts, and with
each other; and that, upon such r8880nable
construction, it must be held to sustain the
proposition that express contracts to pay coined
dollars can only be satisfied by the payment
of coined dollars. They are not tU!Ju which
may be satisfied by the teneler of United States
notes."

An important decision on the operation of
the fourteenth amendment to the Federal Con­
stitution was rendered on a case which came
up in Virginia. (Su VIROIm.A.)

On ,. visit to the South during the month of
Kay, the Chief Justice, Mr. Chase, was very
flatteringly received. While at Charleston, an
invitation was extended to him to attend the
memorial decoration of the graves of Federal
soldiers in Magnolia Cemetery. Pressing en­
g8JCOments prevented his attendance, but he
addressed the following letter to the commit­
tee on the occasion:

CU.lBLBlTOll', S. Co, Nag 29, 1869.
DEA.B Sm : Your note, invi ting me to attend the

ceremony of dooorating at M8IlDoUa Ccmetery tho
graves of the brave men who foll in defence of the
Union during tho recent civil war, only reached me
this morning. I am "ery 80rry that I cannot be with
you on the Interesting oooasion, but it is now too
late to make the DeoesNrY arrangements.

The nation cannot too tenderly cherish the mem­
ory: of her dead heroes, or too wl1tcbfully guard the
well-beln,r of those who 8urvive. And may we not
indul~e tne hope that ere long we, who adhered to
the national c&U8e, will be prompt also to join in com­
memorating the herohtm of our countrymen who feU
on the other side, and those who now 8pecially mourn
~heir loss, consenting to the arbitrament of arms and
resuming all their ofd love for their country and our
country, one and indivisible, will join with us in like
commemoration of the fullen brave of the army of the
Union'

Tho dead are Dot dead. They have only gone be­
fore, and now 8ce eye to eye. Why may not we all
borrow from their sacred graves obhvion of pa."t dif­
ferences, and henceforth unite in noble and generous
endca\·or to assure the honor and wel&re of our
whole country, of all her State8, and of all her citi-
zens 1 Very respectfully yours.).

S. .1". ClIASE.
Captain B. H. M..unnxo.

Still later in the year the following letter
appeared:

NARBAOANSE1"1', R. I., ..4ugUlt 1', 1869.
My DEd MR. BRIGGS: Your note of tne 29th,

after a rather long journey, reached me here -"eater­
day. I 8hould be very g1&d to 8eeJou and talk with
you on any 8ubject but _polities. Dr. Bailey usod to
8ay that otO Bunyan's Pil~s be represented Chris­
tian and I Hopeful. I am eti11 hopeful When I was
younger and tho~ht that if largely trusted by the
people i could do_ good eer\;ce to the country, I
8hoUld have been glad to t1ave been trusted. Now I

am older, and Dot at all Batisted that, it in a higher
place, I could do &oy better than tboee now exercis­
ing ~xecutive functions do. I am more than ooDteDt
to let upiration alone. My hopM are in others.

It amuses me to hear of Cli&8e movements here
and there. I don't believe there are any BOCh. As
fllf .. locality ia given to them in ~1&nd, I mow
there are none" for I ~Dt two or three days in Fred­
erick this week", and should have heard of them it
any exiated. I aon't believe a bit in them elsewhere.
Ifl aan only perform with reasonable aatiafaction to
my own ooDscienee, aDd to the opinions of thOle best
gUaliled to judge, the duties ot my present poeition,
I shall1lll the fal)reet meuure of my preaeDt ambi­
tion. I want notliing whatever ot a politteal charae­
ter, and desire that my name may be dia.uociated
bereat\er ill men'a Olinda with all political action. If
this is too much to e~ect",let monope, at least, that
DO friend of mine will lena any oountenance to soch
absurd nonsense II that to whieh I have retetted.

8incere)Y1our friend, 8. P. CHASE.
J.AJmI A. BBIGGI, Esq.
A large number of conventions, aspiring to

possess somewhat of a national characte~l as­
sembled during the year. The earliest of Ulese
convened at \\"asbington, on January 13th,
and was known as the ., Colored National Con­
vention." Its object was to take into consider­
ation the condition of the colored people in the
United States. The convention was organized
by the election of Frederick Douglass 88 presi­
dent, and a serics of resolutions was adopted,
anel addresses issued to the colored people. A
National Executive Committee was appointed
of one member from each State and Territory.
A motion to admit President Roberts, of I..ibe­
ria, as an honorary member of the convention,
was voted down. Some of the resolutions
adopted were as follows:

RuolfJd, That it ia with special Mtisfaction u col­
ored men, and with Ii general satisfaction as Amen­
oans, that we DOtice the favorable reception of the
proposition to alter the Constitution on the subject of
li'anchise, Dot only by both branches ofCo~by
a l.ar2e proportion of the press of the land, but~ the
people thereof; and that we believe tlu&t in U. S.
Grant and Schuyler Colfu, who, we are oonident,
represent the progrc8sive ~pirit 10 happily ri~ in tho
land, we have two honest personages wlio will exer­
cise their utmo8t inft.uence, 60 far as they may con­
aistontlr1 to place all American citizens, without re­
~d to meir complexion, on an equal J!0litical basis.

BMolfJM, That the original abolitlonists-those
who were Dot ashamed or afraid to declare unoom­
promi.s~ll, when they en~ered their livea to do
80, for the immediate abolition of slavery, and that
the colored man should enjov all the political, educa­
tional, and reli¢ous rights thAt any otlier clasa of citi­
zens mi~ht c1a1m-have a large and abid!n¥ share of
our gratitude for their heroic, self-sacriflcmg advo­
cacy and defence of the right, out of which ha.i grown
the present advanced public 8entiment.

RUolfJld, That whatever ehortoominp may be laid
to the Republican party, it is the party through which
the rights legally secured to the colored American in
his OOUD~ were secured; that it baa our gratitude
and 8hall receive our support; that no other party
Deed hope to alienate us theret'rom unlet'S by out­
stripping it in oonsistency and in an honest advocacy
of genuine democratic principles.

RMJltJfd, That a Central Exeeutivo Committee,
composed of seven persons, with ita headquarters at
Washinpn be appointed to urge the necessity of
lending_ their immediate influence to &eCore homes
for thehomeles8 of the South, and that said commit-­
tee be empowered to add to its number and act with
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any organization that shall desire the furtherance of
the end contemplated; which committee be further­
more empowered to urge before Congress the ex­
pressed wishes of this convention.

Wltertal, We believe that the j>ulpit is a mighty
power in controlling minds on tIie question of re­
form: therefore,

.1luolfJ«i, That it is the opinion of this committee
that it is the duty of every mi.nitter of the Gospel to
~e ii'om the pulpit the reform now going forward
in favor of UDlveiaal liberty and equal rights to all
men.

RuolfJ«J, That. while we must cheerfully acknowl­
edge our gratitude to all who have labored and voted
for the removal of the unjust disabilities &R&inst our
peo'ple inr~ to voting, we are under s~ial obli­
gatlOns to ilie radical press and people of the distin­
guished State of Iowa, and also of Minnesota, for
their able advocacy of imp_artial eu1frago, and their
late~ victory at the polls.

.lliiJo!A)(Jd, That we oongt:atulate the nation on the
success of the reconstruction poli~ of Congress in
the restoration of so many of the Btates lateI! in re­
bellion to their normal relation with the Federal
Union, despite the detcnnination and desperate oppo­
sition of Southern rebels and their Northem sympa­
thizers, and we earnestly appeal to Co~s to com­
plete the work so ausJ?iciously inaugurated by estab­
lishing governments m those States yet unrecon­
structed, at the verI earliest timo possible, in conso­
nance with the wishes of the loyal oitisens of said
States, and in the hands of men 10lal to the Govern­
ment of the United States, who will administer the
laws on the broad principles of justice and equality
to all.

.&801Ml, That the liberties of the citizens of tbla
COUD~ can Dev~r be 88fe or uniform while the Statel
are Ac&Dowledged to be the only power to regulate
the suffrage.

WM1'ecu\ By the laws of the District of Columbia all
persoD8, WIthout re~rd to caste or color, are required
to aid in bearin~ the burden8 of the Government, all
should be admitted to a full enjo~en'of ita bles8­
iDB's· and whereas, under the exi8ti~ laws of the
SaId bistrict, our people are excluded from the jury-
box: therefore, be it .

RaolfJ6d, That a committee of five be appointed by
the Chair to memorialize Congress in tliis matter,
'with a view of sccuring the riglita of our race in thiS
respect and in everj otller. .

Buolved, That it is ~roper and opportune that we
should now reaftlrm the sentiments of our fathers
with reference to African oolonization} as expressed
by them in 1816, and give such otner testimony
~ainst it as is justified by its 11istory to the present
hou~ .

RuoZfJea, That while we desire~ indeed would aid
in the SUCC68S of our cause, to the extent of our op­
portunities, any: ente~rise having "for its object the
Improvement of manltind in any part of the world,
've neverthelcss here enter our stem protest against
the action of any class of men who would compro­
mise our popular status by Mserting that our duty to
Africa is more binding upon us thaD. upon other citi-

.zens of our country.

Another convention, designated 88 the" Irish
National Republican Convention," composed
of 221 delegates, assembled in Chicago, on July
4th. Its object was to effect. an organization
among Irishmen belonging to the Republican
party. The views of the convention were
expressed in the following resolutions:

RaoZDtd That it is the duty of the Irish people in
thi8 repubiic, and of all men over the world, to give
their 8Upport to those who on principle contend for the
right ofIII to perfect liberty, without regard to race,
color, creed, or 8CX.

RUol~ed, That loyalty to the American Republic is

a fixed and unalterable determination to stand by tho
only tree govemment on earth, and to preserve and
defend it apinst the attacks and machinations of all
ita enemies is the 1lrst political duty which the Irish
citizens of this country are called upon to dischargc.

RuotfJed, That to sprcad the principles of freedom
is a duty we owe to oUl8elv08 and to the oppressed
people of the earth, and one which, by all means
consistent with international obligations, we are
bound to disc~.

RtlOl1Jsd That we ask for the oppressed people of
our native iand, for Cuba, and the down-trodden of
all enslaved landa, the sytnpathJ and support of the
peoJ)le _and Government of the United States.

BMoIAJId, That we protest against the presence of
the armed despotism of EuropC:' on this continent, and
pledge. our heatV oo~peration to any plan adopted
for their removal.

R«JolfJ«J" That free trade'.falsely so called, is a cun­
nin~ and selilsh device of tn.e enSlavers of inankind,
and saps the very foundation ofAmerican prosperity
and independence; and that we, in the interests of
the entire American people, clairil full and adequate
l~lative protection to American industry, and for
those only who maintain the _principle of protection,
and who will make honest efforts to emliody it in a .
protective tari:tf, should the votes of Irlshlnen in.
:America beKiven.

lUIoZfJ6d, That the tendency which induces 80 many
to neglect the cultivation of the soil and con~gate
in great cities, we mark 88 an evil, and one which con­
elgns manf of the Irish people of this countrr to
life-long m18ery ; we therefore declare our detennma­
tion to take measures to afford facilities to our fellow­
countrymen to Bettle down in the free and fertile
lands of thiI great and glorious country..

&IoltJ«l, Tnat we rejoice in the triumphant success
of the Republican cause at the late presidential elec­
tion, and pledge to President Grant our cordial and
earnest support in pre8erving and defending the great
principles of human 1ibe~ at home and abroad.
RuO~ed" That the existing neutrality laws being

instrumental only in aiding the monarchies of the
earth in 8ustainiDB their oppressive 8)'stem of gov­
ernment, and havmg on vanous OccasiOns placed the
American Government in the anomalous position
of using their power for the soppon of said govern­
ment and receiving onl, in return active and open
hostdity from the British Government, we hereby
pledge ourselves to labor for their entire repeal.

The first resolution was passed by a vote of
49 to 41, the words "or sex" being the chief
objection to it. There was also a division on
the seventh. A resolution was adopted, after
considerable debate, requesting Oongress to p888
a 1&w making foreigners to be citizens after
one year's residence in the country. A reso­
lution W88 also passed in favor of the forma­
tion of immigration societies; also one against
any distinction as to race or color in the mem­
bership of trades'-union associations.

The proceedings of this oonvention failed to
attract any special pubUe attention.

A National Labor Convention, or Congress,
assembled in Philadelphia, on August 16th,
consisting of delegates from the variOU$ labor
unioDs organized throughout the country. The
following resolutions, expressing the views of
the congress, were adopted:

RaolfJttl, That laborers in all departments of usct'ul
industry are suffering from a system ofmonetary laws
which were enacted (luring the late war as measurell
it watt 888umed, " necessary to the life of the nation, ,I
and which is now 80ught to be perpetuated in the in­
terest of bondholders and bankers, as a means to




