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cure the repeal of bad or obnoxious laws so effective
a8 their stringent execution.

The oountry having just emerged from a re-
bellion, many questions will come before it for settle-
ment in the next four years, which preceding Admin-
istrations have never to deal with, In meetinﬁ
these, it is desirable that they should be :rprowhe
calmly, withog:z ptt\]aiiudloo, hmk%x;?iocﬂor:h pride, re;
membering t! o greatest to the greates
nuﬁl:ger i:gtl}e object to befuttuined. an

is requires security of person, property, and for
religious 2nd political opin&.ﬁ, in’ gvexl')y:uy.rt of our
oommon country, without to local prejudice.
All laws to secure these ends will receive my beat
efforts for their enforcement.

A great debt has been contracted in seouring to us
and our posterity the Union; the payment of this,

rincipal and interest, as well as the return to a specie
gasis, a8 soon as it can be accomplished without ma-
terial detriment to the debtor class or to the country
at large, must be provided for. To protect the
national honor, every dollar of Government indebt~
edness should be paid in gold unless otherwise ex-
pressly stipulated in the contract. Let it be under-
stood .that no repudiator of one farthing of our
public debt will be trusted in public place, and it
will go far toward strengthening a credit which ought
to be the beet in the world, and will ultimately enable
us to replace the debt with bonds ing less interest
than we now pay. To this should be added a faith-
ful oollection of the revenue, a strict accountability to
the Tresaury for every dollar collected, and the great-
est practicable retrenchment in expenditure in every
department of Government.

glhen we oompare the paying capacity of the
country now with the ten States in poverty from the
effects of war, but soon to emerge, I trust, into
greater prosperity than ever before, with its paying
capacity twenty-five years ago, and calculate what it

robably will be twenty-five years hence, who can

oubt the feasibility of paying every dollar then with
more ease than we now Fay for useless luxuries?
‘Why, it looks as though Providence had bestowed
upon us a strong box in the precions metals locked uj
in the sterile monntains of the far West, of whic
we are now forging the key to unlock to meet the
veay contingency is now upon us,

Itimately it may be necessary to insure the facil-
ities to these riches, and it may be necessa
also that the General Government should give its ai
to secure this acoess. But that should only be when
a dollar of obligation to pay secures precisely the
same sort of dollar to use mow, and not befo:

hile the question of specie payments is in abeyance,
the prudent business man is careful about contracting
debts payable in the distant future. The nation
should follow the same rule. A prostrate commerce
is to be rebuilt and all industries en

The young men of the country, those who from
their age must be its rulers twenty-five years hence,
have a peculiar interest in maintaining the natio
hounor. A moment's reflection as to what will be our
commanding influence among the nations of the earth
in their day, if they are only true to themselves, should
inspire lﬁl;lln wllitwiosal hlg'lide. All divisiox;:;

ographical, pol snd religious, can join in t!
g:mmon sentgnent. How the publio dgbt is to be
paid, or specie Tymelm resumed, is not so important
as that a plan should be adopted and acquiesced in.

A united determination to do ia worth more than
divided counsels upon the method of doing. Legis-
lation upon this subgoet may not be necessary
now, nor even advisable, but it will be when the
civil law is more fully restored in all of the
oountry, and trade resumes its wonted ¢ els.

1t will be my endeavor to execute all laws in
faith, to collect all revenues assessed, and to have
them rorrlx accounted for and economically dis-
buraeci. will, to the best of my ability, appoint to
office those only who will carry out this deslgn.
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In regard to® foreign poliey, I would deal with
nations a8 equitable law r’%hmru individuals to deal
with each other, and I would protect the law-abiding
citizen, whether of native or foreign birth, where-
ever his rights are j ized or the flag of our
country floats. I w respect the rights of all
nations, demanding equal respect for our own. If
others'flepcrt from this rule in their dealings with us,
we may be compelled to follow their pneﬁ.em.

The proper treatment of the original occupants of
this land, the Indians, is one d of careful
stady. I will favor any course toward them which
tends to their civilization and ultimate citizen-

ship.

'IPhe question of suffrage is one which is likely to

itate the publio so long as a portion of the citizens
:g the nation are excluded from its 'prmlegeg in any
State. It seems to me very desirable that this ques-
tion should be settled now, and I entertain the hope
and express the desire that it may be by the ratifice-
gono the fifteenth article of am ent to the

onstitution.

In oonclusion, I ask patient forbesrance one
toward another ti out the land, and a deter-
mhi:reed effort on the part it;ev :ilm‘md?:uk
[) toward cementing a PY on ; Ar
the prayers of thon%wﬁmigh:y(}odmbehﬂ
of this consummation.

Prasident Grant's Proclamation for the Elsr-
. tion in Virginis, May 14, 1869.

In pursuance of the provisions of the sot of Con-
?u proved April 10, 1869, I hereby !
the Gt:h?ny of July, 1869, as the time for submitting
the constitution passed by the convention which met
in Richmond, Virginis, on Tuesday, the 3d day of
December, 1867, to the voters of said State registered
at the date of spch submission, vis., July 6, 1889, for
ratification or rejection.

And I submit toa Isﬂn.uu vote the fourth clause
of section 1, article III,, of said constitution, which
is in the folfowing words :

Every person who has been a Sengtororl?l"
sentative in Congress, or elector of President or Vice-
President, or who held any office, civil or military,
under the United States, or under any Bwe}whO.
having previously taken an oath asa memberof Con-
gress, or a8 an officer of the United States, or as 8
member of any State Legislature, or as an exeoutive
{o:s judicial officer I(;»efu:ny tate, sh:il have o ,v:

urrection or rebellion against the same, ¢
aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. This £w
shall include the following officers : Governor, Lieu-
tenant-Governor, Secretary of State, auditor of public
accounts, seoond auditor, register of the hnd-oﬂlaa{
State treasurer, attorney-general, sheriff, sergeant o!
a city or town, commissioner of the revenus, county
surveyor, constables, overseers of the poor, commis-
sioner of the board of Publio works, judges of th;
supreme court, judges of the eircuit court, judge o
the court of husti.nﬁn, justices of the county courts,
mayor, recorder, aldermen, councilmen of a ¢ity oF
town, ocoroners, escheators, i rs of tobacc
flour, eto., and clerks of the supreme, dumc.t,e!!?n'a
and county oourts, and of the court of mm;ﬁt
sitorneysTo the Commonenlth . il CFLih
ture a vote of t
houses, remole':y the iiubilities inourred by this clause
fi;om ?‘ny person included therein, by a separate Vot
oase,

And I also submit to s separate vote the 7th sec-
:xilon h:f trtrfﬂof IXIIL oit"J the said oonstitution, which i3

the wo ollowing :

In addition to the fgmgoing oath of office, the Gov-
ernor, Lieutenant-Governor, members of the General
Assembly, Secretary of State, auditor of public 8¢
counts, State treasurer, attorney-general, and all per-
sons elected to any convention to frame a constitution
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in the ordinary sense of the word, arising out of sim-
ple_contracts, or contracts by specialty, which in-
clude judgments and recognizances. hether the
word ‘T debts,”” as used in the act, includes obligations
expressly made payable, or adjudged to be paid in
coin, has been argued in another case.

In the case here referred to by the Chief
Justice, he said: *It seems to us clear, beyond
controversy, that the act must receive the rea-
sonable construction not only warranted, but
required, by the comparison of its provisions
with the provisions of other acts, and with
each other; and that, upon such reasonable
construction, it must be held to sustain the
proposition that express contracts to pay coined
dollars can only be satisfied by the payment
of coined dollars. They are not debts which
may be satisfied by the tender of United States
notes.”

An important decision on the operation of
the fourteenth amendment to the Federal Con-
stitution was rendered on a case which came
ap in Virginia. (See Virervia.)

On a visit to the South during the month of
May, the Chief Justice, Mr. Chase, was very
flatteringly received. While at Charleston, an
invitation was extended to him to attend the
memorial decoration of the graves of Federal
soldiers in Magnolia Cemetery. Pressing en-
gagements prevented his attendance, but he
addressed the following letter to the commit-
tee on the occasion:

Cuagrzsrox, 8. C., May 29, 1869.

Dear Sir: Your note, inviting me to attend the
oeremony of decorating at olia Cemetery the

ves of the brave men who fell in defence of the

‘nion during the recent civil war, only reached me

this morning. I am very sorry that I cannot be with

m on the Interesting occasion, but it is now too
to make the necessary arrangements.

The nation cannot too tenderly cherish the mem-
ory of her dead heroes, or too watchfully guard the
well-belng of those who survive. And may we not
indulge the hope that ere long we, who ered to
the national cause, will be prompt also to join in com-
memorating the heroism of our countrymen who fell
on the other side, and those who now specially mourn
their loss, consenting to the arbitrament of arms, and
resuming all their old Jove for their country and our
country, one and indivisible, will join with us in like
%m_:mc'monﬁon of the fallen brave of the army of the

nion

The dead are not dead. They have only gone be-
fore, and now sce cye to eye. Why may not we all
borrow from their sacred graves oblivion of past dif-
ferences, and henceforth unite in noble and generous
endcavor to assure the honor and welfare of our
whole country, of all her States, and of all her citi-
zens 1 Very respectfully yours

8. P. CIIASE.
Captain B. H. Maxxivne.

Still later in the year the following letter

appeared :
NarrAGANsETT, R. I, August 14, 1869,

My pear M=. Brices: Your note of the 20th,
after a rather long journey, reached me here yester-
day. I should be very glad to see you and with
you on any subject but politics, Dr. Bailey used to
say that of’ Bun{an’s Pilgrims he represented Chris-
tian and I Hopetul. Iam still hopeful. When I was
yo r, and thought that if largely trusted by the
people 1 could do good service to the country, I
should have been glad to have been trusted. Now I
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am older, and not at all satisfied that, if in a higher
flaeo, 1 could do any better than those now exercis-

executive functions do. I am more than content
to let aspiration alone. My hopes are in others.

It amuses me to hear of Chase movements here
and there. I don't believe there are any such. As
fur as locality is given to them in Maryland, I know
there are none, for I spent two or three days in Fred-
erick this week, and should have heard of them if
aoy existed. [ don’t believe a bit in them elsewhere.
If I can only perform with reasonable satisfaction to
muyﬂcl):l:l eonscienee,h an:li to thefopiniom of :hose best

ified to judge, the duties of my present position,
shall fill t! odﬁgeet measure of my present ambi-
tion. I want nothing whatever of a political charac-
ter, and desire that my name may be di i
hereafter in men’s minds with all political action. If
this is too much to expect, let me hope, at least, that
no friend of mine will lend an ce to such
absurd nonsense as that to which I have referred.
Sincerely your friend, 8. P. CHASE.
Jaxzs A. Briaas, Esq.

A large number of conventions, aspiring to
possess somewhat of a national character, as-
sembled during the year. The earliest of these
convened at Washington, on January 13th,
and was known as the * Colored National Con-
vention.” Jts object was to take into consider-
ation the condition of the colored people in the
United States. The convention was organized
by the election of Frederick Douglass as presi-
dent, and a series of resolutions was adopted,
and addresses issued to the colored people. A
National Executive Committee was appointed
of one member from each State and Territory.
A motion to admit President Roberts, of Libe-
ria, as an honorary member of the convention,
was voted down. Some of the resolutions
adopted were as follows:

Resolved, That it is with special satisfaction as col-
ored men, and with s general satisfaction as Ameri-
cans, that we notice the favorable reception of the
g:)posit.ion to alter the Constitution on the subject of

nchise, not only by both branches of Congress, by
a large proportion of the press of the land, but by the
Eoop e thereof; and that we believe that in U. 8.

rant and Schuyler Colfax, who, we are confident,
represent the progressive spirit so happily ripe in the
land, we have two honest personages who will exer-
cise their utmost influence, so far as they may con-
sistently, to place all American citizens, without re-
gard to their complexion, on an e(%n:l olitical basis.

Rasolved, That the original abolitionists—those
who yemtzlnot s l«:d or afraid ts tflheclnin nnco:g-

romis when they endangered their lives to do
Eo, for the yi:nmedinte {bolit-ion of slavery, and that
the colored man should enjoy all the political, educa-
tional, and religious rights that any other class of citi-
zens might —have a large and abiding share of
our gratitude for their heroic, self-sacrificing advo-
cacy and defence of the right, out of which has grown
the present advanced public sentiment.

Resolved, That whatever shortcomings may be laid
to the Republican party, it is the party through which
the rights legally secured to the colored American in
his country were secured ; that it has our gratitude
and shall reccive our support; that no other party
need hope to alicnate us therefrom unless by out-
stripping it in oonsistengnnnd in an honest advocacy
of genuine democratic principles.

lved, That a Central Executive Committee,
$m¥lqsed of sgven pemns, twizh its tlll]eadqmnen ag

ashington, be appoin! 0 urge the necessity o
lendin, g:ge{r imml:al:liate influence to secure hignea
for the homeless of the South, and that said commit-
tee be empowered to add to its number and act with
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any organization that shall desire the furtherance of
the end contemplated ; which committee be further-
more empowered to urge before Congress the ex-
pressed wishes of this convention.

Whereas, We believe that the pulpit is umighty
gower in controlling minds on the question of re-

orm : therefore,
ed, That it is the opinion of this committee
that it is the duty of every minigter of the Gospel to
urge from the pulpit the reform now going forward
in favor of universal liberty and equal rights to all
men.

Resolved, That, while we must cheerfully acknowl-
edge our gratitude to all who have labored and voted
for the removal of the unjust disabilities against our
people in regard to voting, we are under special obli-
gations to the radiocal press and people of the distin-
%:ﬁahed State of Jowa, and also of Minnesota, for
their able advocaocy of immrtial suffrage, and their
late great victory at the polls.

Resolved, That we congratulate the nation on the

of the r truction %?lie of Congress in
the restoration of 8o many of the States lately in re-
bellion to their normal relation with the Federal
Union, despite the determination and desperate oppo-
sition of Southern rebels and their Northern sympa-~
thizers, and we earnestly appeal to Congress to com-
lete the work so auspiciously inaugurated by estab-
ishing governments in_ those States yet unrecon-
structed, at the very earliest time possible, in conso-
nance with the wishes of the loyal citizens of said
States, and in_the hands of men loyal to the Govern-
ment of the United States, who will administer the
ln‘\;?lon the broad principles of justice and equality
to all.

Resolved, That the liberties of the citizens of this
country can never be safe or uniform while the States
are acknowledged to be the only power to regulate
the suffrage,

Whereas, By thelaws of the District of Columbia all
persons, without regard to caste or color, are required
to aid in bearing the burdens of the Government, all
should be admitted to a full enjoyment of its bless-
ings; and whereas, under the existing laws of the
sald bistrict, our people are excluded from the jury-
box : therefore, be it .

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by
the Chair to memorialize Congress in this matter,
with a view of securing the rights of our race in this
respect and in every other. .

ved, That it is proper and opportune that we
should now reafirm the sentiments of our fathers
with reference to African colonization, as expressed
by them in 1816, and give such other testimony
2gainst. it as is justified by its history to the present

our. .

Resolved, That while we desire, indeed would aid
in the success of our cause, to the extent of our op-
portunities, any enterprise having “for its object the
improvement of mankind in any part of the world,
we nevertheless here enter our stern protest against
the action of any class of men who would compro-
mise our popular status by asserting that our duty to
Africa is more binding upon us than upon other citi-
zens of our country.

Another convention, designated as the *Irish
National Republican Convention,” composed
of 221 delegates, assembled in Chicago, on July
4th. Its object was to effect an organization
among Irishmen belonging to the Republican
party. The views of the convention were
expressed in the following resolutions:

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Irish people in
this repnbiic, and of all men over the worlg, to give
their support to those who on principle contend for the
right of all to perfect liberty, without regard to race,
color, creed, or sex.

Resolved, 'That loyalty to the American Republic is
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a fixed and unalterable determination to stand by the
only free government on earth, and to preserve and
defend it against the attacks and machinations of all
its enemies is the first political duty which the Irish
citizens of this country are called upon to discharge.

Resolved, That to spread the principles of freedom
is a duty we owe to ourselves and to the oppressed
people of the earth, and one which, by means
consistent with international obligations, we are
bound to discharge.

Resolved, That we ask for the oppressed people of
our m.tive’]nnd, for Cuba, and the down-trodden of
all enslaved lands, the sym[i:thg and support of the
people and Government of the United States.

ed, That wo protest against the presence of

the armed despotism of Europe on this continent, and

ledge our hearty codperation to any plan adopted
or their removal,

Resolved, That free trade, falsely so called, is a cun-
nindg and selfish device of the enslavers of mankind,
and saps the very foundation of American prosperit;
and independence; and that we, in the interests o
the entire American people, claim full and adequate
legislative protection to American industry, and for
those only who maintain the principle of protection,
and who will make honest efforts to embody it in a
protective tariff, should the votes of Irishmen in
America be given,

Reasolved, 'Flhat the tendency which induces so many
to neglect the cultivation of the soil snd congregate
in great cities, we mark as an evil, and one which con-
signs many of the Irish people of this country to
life-long misery ; we therefore declare our determina-
tion to take measures to afford facilities to our fellow-
countrymen to settle down in the free and fertile
lands of this t and glorious country.

Resolved, Tgn we rejoioe in the triumphant success
of the Republican cause at the late presidential elec-
tion, and pledge to President Grant our cordial and
earnest support in preserving and defending the great
principles of human liberty at home and abroad.

Resolved, That the existing neutrality laws being
instrumental only in aiding the monarchies of the
earth in sustaining their oppressive system of gov-
ernment, and having on various occesions placed the
American Government in the anomalous position
of using their power for the support of said govern-
ment, and receiving only in return active and open
hostifity from the British Government, we hereby
pledge ourselves to labor for their entire repeal.

The first resolution was passed by a vote of
49 to 41, the words ‘“or sex” being the chief
objection to it. There was also a division on
the seventh. A resolution was adopted, after
considerable debate, requesting Congress to pass
a law making foreigners to be citizens after
one year’s residence in the country. A reso-
lution was also passed in favor of the forma-
tion of immigration societies; also one against
any distinction as to race or color in the mem-
bership of trades’-union associations.

The proceedings of this convention failed to
attract any special publioc attention.

A Nutionﬁ Labor Convention, or Congress,
assembled in Philadelphia, on August 16th,
consisting of delegates from the various labor
unions organized throughout the country. The
following resolutions, expressing the views of
the congress, were adopted :

Resolved, That laborers in all departments of useful
industry are suffering from a system of monetary laws
which were enacted during the late war as measures,
it was assumed, *‘ necessary to the life of the nation,’
and which is now sought to be perpetuated in the in-
terest of bondholders and bankers, as & means to





