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The following brief historical study is a fragment 
of a work which was intended to cover the opera­
tions against Charleston from their beginning to 
their consummation. The author! General Samuel 
]onej; late of the Army of the Confederate States, 
died dore its com letion and before he had reached 
the consideration of hls own servlces 10 t e e ense 
of Charleston. The work is published trom an un­
finished manuscri t left amon the ~uthor¡s  

and after the lapse o a num er o years. t IS 

offered now in the be1ief that it will be found of value 
and interest to the student of military history. 

General Samue1 Jones was born December 17, 
1819, at Woodfield, the plantation home of his 
parents, in Powhatan County, Virginia. His father, 
Samuel Jones, was a nephew and ward of Governor 
William Giles, of Virginia, under whose care he was 
brought up, and a graduate of Princeton College. 
General Jones' mother was Ann Mose1ey, daughter 
of Mr. Edward Moseley, of Powhatan County. 
General Jones was appointed a cadet at West Point 
Military Academy from Virginia July 1, 1837, and 
was graduated and promoted to brevet second lieu­
tenant J uly 1, 1841, and 'to be second lieutenant in 
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the Second Artillery September 28, 1841. His first 
duty was on the Maine frontier, at Houlton, pending 
the Disputed Territory controversy. He was on 

':f duty at West Point, 1846-5 1, as assistant professor :;~i  

1:)"� of mathematics and assistant instructor in artillery 
.,
",� and infantry tactics. He was appointed assistant to ., 
:~';I! the Judge Advocate of the Army at Washington and 

continued in the discharge of the duties of hisposi­
tion until he resigned his commission in the Army of 
the United States April 27, 1861. On May 1, 1861, 
be was made Major of Artillery in' the military 
force of Virginia and later promoted to be Colonel. 
On July 22, 1861, he was made Chief of Artillery 
and Ordnance of the Army of Northern Virginia. 
He served on the staff of General Beauregard at the 
first battle of Manassas, and was promoted to be 
Brigadier General July 22, 1861, and appointed to 

~i 

the command of the brigade of General Bartow, 
",H, 

\..•f which had lost its gal1ant commander on the field of 
.~:.'. : Manassas. (The brigade consisted of the Seventh, ~ 

:� Eighth, Ninth and Eleventh Georgia, and the Fourth 
'¡ !. 

Kentucky Regiments of Infantry and Alberto's Artil­
:~ : 

'.
..." ¡ lery.) On J anuary 22, 1862, General Jones was 
" 
.. ! appointed to the command of the department of 
~ which Pensacola was the headquarters. He was pro­
~ , : moted to be Major General May 10, 1862, and on 
J ' September 23, 1862, was assigned to the command 
:1 

of the Department of East Tennessee. From April.~ 

to October, 1864, he was in command of the Depart­
~ 

.~ ment of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida1 and u 
:¡� from anuar to Ma , 186 , of the De artment of 

Florida and Sou eorgla. ere e made one o L 
; I , 
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the last stands of the Confederacy, and held his 
position until the surrender at Appomattox. 

General Jones was an accomplished soldier and 
gentleman, profieient in the seiences which entered 
into his military education, ardently attached to his 
profession of arms, and true to its highest ideals 
of conducto In private life he possessed in a high 
degree the qualities which win and keep affection and 
esteem. 

EMILY READ JONES. 
WASHINGTON, D. c., 

September 2, 1911. 
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'W'luld be reinforced and su lied; and before leavin 
Charleston, on the same ate, t ey tn orme ov­
ernor Pickens and the Confederate eneral com­
mandin that the Government would rOVlSlOn ort 
Sumter,-peacea ly, i pOSSl e; orcl X, 1 . neces­
~ 

The decision of the Government to reinforce and 
revictual Sumter was communicated to Major An­
derson in a letter sent through the mail, and dated 
April 4. Replying through the Adjutant Major, 
Anderson expressed great surprise at the receipt of 
the information, coming as it did so quickly after 
and positive1y contradicting the assurances which 
Mr. Crawford had telegraphed he was' authorized 
to make. It was too late then, he said, to offer any 
advice in regard to Captain Fox's plan-then in pro­
cess of execution-for the re1ief of the. fort. He 
doubted the practicability of the plan, but whether 
the attempt should succeed or fail, the result he was 
sure would be most deplorable. He ought, he mod­
estly said, to have been informed that the expedition 
was to sail. On the contrary, he had gathered from 
his conversation with the Government's confidential 
messenger, Colonel Lawson, that the plan hinted at 
by Captain Fox would not be attempted, and he con­
eludes: "We shall strive to do our duty, though 1 
frankly say that my heart is not in this war which 1 
see is to be thus commenced." 

On the 5th and 6th of April the Confederate com­
missioners then in Washington telegraphed Mr. 
Toombs, Secretary of State of the Confederate 
States, that active preparations were in progress to 
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dispatch troops and supplies to sea, conveyed by war 
vessels. It was rumored that the expedition was to 
sail for San Domingo, but Charleston was believed 
to be its real destination. The N ew York Tribune 
of April II announced that the main object of the­
expedition was the relief of Sumter, and that a force 
would be landed which would overcome all opposi.. 
tion. That announcement was promptly telegraphed 
to the government at Montgomery and the authori­
ties in Charleston. 

On the 10th the Confederate S~cretary  of War 
instructed the general commanding in South Caro­
lina that if he felt confident that Mr. Chew had been 
properIr authorized t~  announce the ...purpose of 
.the United States Government too provision Fort 
Surnter, he would at once demand the surrender of 
the fort i ana, if refused, proceed to reduce it. In 
the meantime the naval expedition which had been 
fitted out in New York had gone to sea and was 
steaming for Charleston harbor. 

Major Anderson had carried with him from 
Moultrie to Sumter onl about three months' su 1 
of food, and t e garrlson would o necesslty capitu­
late when it had. consumed that supply, provided it 
were not revictualed. That could only be done by 
vessels passing in through one of the channels. Bat. 
teries had been erected along the channel shore of 
Morris Island to guard the main channel, and on 
Sullivan's Island to guard Maffit's Channel. Prepa­
rations had also been made, with aH the care and 
dispatch that could be employed, for the reduction 
of Sumter if, unhappily, it should become necessary 
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- to resort to force. These preparations were of such 
a nature as to leave little doubt of the speedy accom­
plishment of that purpose when the emergency 
should arise. 

Brigadier General Beauregard, assigned to com­
mand of the military forces in and around Charles­
ton, entered on that duty early in the first week of 
March. He made sorne modifications of and addi­
tions to the works already constructed and in course 
of construction. There were batteries at Fort John­
son, an old dilapidated work on James lsland,-at 
and near Cumming's Point, the northem extremity 
of Morris !sland. Sullivan's !sland was further 
8trengthened by mortar batteries to the east of Fort 
Moultrie, and its western end by a masked battery 
to enfilade the channe1 front of Sumter. There was 
also a 80ating battery of long-range gunsoff the 
western end of Sullivan's !sland, designed by and 
constructed under the direction of Captain John Ran­
dolph Hamilton, late an officer of the United States 
Navy. The guns of Fort Moultrie had been -re­
paired and remounted and were in readiness for 
action. There were mortar batteries near Mount 
Pleasant on the mainland to the northward in Christ 
Church parish, and at Castle Pinckney, between 
Sumter and the city. At Cumming's Point, thirteen 
hundred yards from Sumter, was a battery oi long­
range guns, among them the first Blake1y ri8e gun 
ever used in this country-a present to South Caro­
lina from M r. Charles K. Prioleau, of Charleston, 
which had just arrived from England. Near this 
was an ironc1ad land battery, devised and constructed 
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by Mr. (afterward General) C. H. Stevens, of 
Charleston, a line of ten detached batteries of two 
guns each stretched along the channel front of 
Morris lsland. To light up the channe1 at night 
lest vessels might attempt to enter unperceived, two 
strong Drummond lights were established at suitable 
points-one on Monis, the other on Sullivan's 
Island. The lights were purchased in N ew York 
and arrived in Charleston in the latter part of March 
or early in April. Fort Sumter was thus encirc1ed 
by a line of batteries varying in distance from 1300 

to 2450 yards, and mounting thirty guns and seven­
teen mortars, in readiness for action. The batteries 
were manned mainly by the Fir~t  South Carolina 
Regular Artillery and detachments of the First 
Regular lnfantry and volunteer artillery companies. 
Colonel Maxey Gregg's regiment-First South 
Carolina Volunteers--was on Morris lsland and 
had charge of the channe1 batteries. Colonel Peta­
Rrew's Rifle Regiment and the Charleston Light 
Dragoons guarded the eastern part of Sullivan's 
lsland. General James Simons commanded on 
Morris Island, the batteries there being under the 
immediate command of Lieutenant Colone1 DeSaus­
sure. General R. G. M. Dunovant commanded on 
Sullivan's Island, the batteries then being under the 
immediate command of Lieutenant Colone1 R. S. 
Ripley, formerly ofthe United States Artillery, Cap­
tain Ransom Calhoun commanding Fort Moultrie. 
Captain Hollanquist commanded the masked or en­
filading battery near the west end of Sullivan's 
!sland. Captain Hamilton commanded the floating 
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~ battery of his own construction, and a Dahlgren gun 
near by. Captain Martin commanded the mortar 
battery near Mount Pleasant, and Captain George 
S. Thomas that at Fort Johnson. 

Probably no more novel military force ever before 
assembled under a rmS for actual service than that 
assembled for the defense of Charleston at that 
time. The Ordinance of Secession which had been 
passed by a unanimous vote of the representatives 
of the people in convention assembled was sustained 
with great unanimity by the mass of the people in 
person, and by a lavish expenditure of prívate means. 
Gentlemen of wealth contributed liberally to arm 
and equip the volunteers who were called into the 
service. Sorne of them placed companies and batta­
lions in the field. A gentleman long past the period 
of life when military service may be exacted of the 
citi7.en, was seen walking post as a sentinel on 
Morris Island. He had at his own cost armed and 
equipped a company and then given the command of 
it to a younger brother, serving himse1f as a private 
in the ranks. Gentlemen, the owners of large landed 
estates, served with their sons and nephews as pri­
vates in the ranks, toiled with the piek and shovel 
side by side with their own negro slaves in the con­
struction of earthwork and in the various other 
labo.rious work ineident to life in camp in active 
serVlce. 

Fort Sumter, when occupied by Major Anderson, 
was in an unfinished condition, and for many days 
afterwards-in theopinion of Captain (now Gen­
eral) Doubleday, an officerof the garrison-might 

( 
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have been easily captured by escalade. It was not, 
however, the policy of South Carolina,-or later of 
the Southern Confederacy,-to proceed to any 
hostile act while negotiations were in progress for 
the peaceable possession of the fort. The líttle gar­
rison labored diligently in mounting guns and put­
ting it in condition to secure it from assault. In a 
short time forty-eight guns of calibers from twenty­
four pounds to ten-inch columbiads were mounted 
~nd  ready for action. In addition, one ten- and 
four eight-inch columbiads were arranged on the 
parade, to be used as mortars to throw shells into 
Charleston and on Cumming's Point. The garrison 
consisted of six commissioned officers and seventy­
three enlisted men. There were also three officers 
and forty mechanics and employees of the Corps of 
Engineers. The commissioned officers were Rob­
ert Anderson, Captain Abner Doubleday, Captain 
Truní'an Seymour, First Lieutenant Jefferson C. 
Davis, Second Lieutenant Norman I. Hall, all of 
the First Regiment of Artillery; Captain J. G. 
Foster and Lieutenants G. W. Snyder and R. K. 
Meade, United States Engineers; and Assistant Sur­
geon S. W. Crawford, United States Army. 

. On the afternoon of A ril 11 General Beaure ard 
sent toMa or Anderson bree of IS aides-de-cam 
- a talO te en ee x-Senator ames Ches­
nut, and Lieutenant A. R. Chisholm-a formal de­
mand for the immediate surrender of Fort Sumteri 
with the offer to allow him to take from the fort al 
company arms and property and aH private property 
-he with his officers and men to be transported to 
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~any port in the United States that he might desig­
nate, and to salute his flag on lowering it. Major 
Anderson replied in writing, declining in appropriate 
terms to comply with the demand, but said verbally 
to the officers who bore the summons: "1 will await­
the first shot, and if you do not batter us to piece~  

we will be starved out in a few days." His reply 
was telegraphed to the Confederate Secretary of 
War, who, seizing upon the last informal verbal 
expression as opening a possible way of escape ftom 
a resort to force, iNitructed General Beauregard to 
inform Major Anderson that if he would designate 
a reasonable time when he would evacuate the fort, 
and agree in the meantime not to use his guns against 
Charleston or its defens.es, fire would not be opened 
on Sumter. To this offer Major Anderson replied 
carefully and guardedly as to the terms, that if pro­
vided with suitable means of transportation he 
would evacuate the fort at noon on the 15th "should 
1 not receive prior to that time contrary instructions 
from my Governmep,t, or additional supplies." He 
would not in the meantime use his guns against the 
Confederates unless compelled to do so by-aome 
hostile act against "this fort or the flag of my Gov­
ernment by the Confederate forces or any part ot· 
them; or by the commission of some act manifesting 
a hostile purpose against the fort or the flag." The 
reply was equivalent to a refusal of the offer, be­
~: ~e?eral Bnure~a e? ;n}~a!nr Ande.r~on had ... 
,am le reason for behevm h expedJtJoí'LlOi 
the ecHef of Surnter had sailed from N ew York and 
was then within a few miles of Charleston harbor, 
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and would not be allowed to enter if it could be 
prevented. Colonel Chesnut, the bearer of the mes­
sage, therefore formally notified Major Anderson, 
by authority of his chiefs, that fire would be opened 
on Sumter in one hour. lt was then twenty minutes 
past three o'dock A. M. 

At haIf- ast four o'clock on Fdda , A ril I2 

Ca talO eor e . ames at ort o nson on an 
order from Captain Stephen D. ee, o enera} 
Beauregard's staff, aimed and fired the first shellJ 
which feU, bursting, on the parade ground of Fort 
Sumter. 

It was the initial shot of the war, the first harsh 
note of a réveille which called the gunners to their 
posts, and before five o'clock the whole circle of 
batteries was in active play on the majestic fort in 
the center. For nearly two hours Sumter remained 
silent; then about seven o'clock opened; the bom­
bardment became general and continued throughout 
the day. The effect of the fire on Sumter was plainly 
visible. The vertical fire from the mortar batteries 
was surprisingly accurate, and so effective that the 
barbet guns, which were of the heaviest caliber, were 
soon abandoned, several having been dismounted by 
the long-range guns, and the fire from the fort was 
confined to the casemate guns. Fire was maintained 
with spirit and effect, and directed mainly against 
Cumming's Point, Fort Moultrie, and the batteries 
near and to the west of it. At night the fire from 
Sumter ceased, only to husband the scant supply of. 
ammunition. At the commencement of the action 
there were but seven hundred cartridges in the fort. 
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AH blankets, company clothing not in use, and hos­
-" pital bedding were cut up to be converted into car­

tridge bags, and men, when not at the guns, diligently 
stitched through the long day and night-with the 
only six needles in the fort-in the preparation of 
cartridges. The Confederate fire slackened, but 
continued slowly, and, mingling with the uproar of 
a storm of wind and rain which prevailed, dropped 
she1Js On the fort at intervals of about fifteen minutes 
through the night. 

There was no bread or /lour in the fort, and in the 
gray dawn the garrision breakfasted on salt pork and 
a scant remnant of rice sifted as well as practicable 
from fragments of broken window glass which an 
accident had mingled with it. 

Early in the afternoon of the 12th three war 
vesseIs had been seen off the bar, w~ere  they were 
joined by others early in the morning of the 13th. 
The presence of the fleet bearing, as was weIl known, 
reinforcements and supplies incited both the assail­
ants and defenders of the fort to increased activity. 
"fhe Confederate fire was resumed at early dawn 

,t:~ 

with greater rapidity and accuracy than during the 
previous day. During the morning Lieutenant Alfred 
Rhett had been firing hot shot from thirty-two 
pounders in l\10ultrie, and with effect, as was soon 

"1'" 
.1. '.'! 'i 
['1i} . 
"1' 
~  ?' 

manifested. 8 About eight o'cIock a smalI column 
of smoke was seen rising aboye the fort, and soon 

"The officers' quarters had been set on fire the day before, 
but the upper cisterns having been pierced by shot, the water 
flooded the quarters and extinguished the fire. 
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increased to large volume over the officer's quarters, 
the roof of which had been penetrated by hot shot. 
It was impossible to extinguish the flames, which 
spread rapidly. The burning quarters were near the 
main magazine, which it was plain would be so en­
circIed with fire as to make it necessary to cIose the 
doors-if even that would prevent an explosiono AH 
officers and men not at the guns worked rapidly and 
with a zcal quickened by the imminence of the peril, 
to remove the powder, but the flames spread so 
rapidly that only fifty barreis were taken out and 
distributed through the casemates before the intense 
heat made it necessary to cIose the doors of the 
magazine and pack earth against them. The Con­
federa te fire was quickened, and soon the whole 
range of officers' quarters was in flames. The wind 
carried the fire to the roof of the harracks and the 
hot shot dropping on the hurning building increased 
the con/lagration, which soon spread to both bar­
racks. Dense cIouds of smoke and cinders were 
driven by the wind into the casernates, the smoke 
blinding and stifling the men and the sparks setting 
tire to boxes and cIothing huddled together. This 
made it perilous to keep the powder which had been 
rescued from the magazine at so much peril, and it 
was tumbled through the embrasure into the bay. 

The tire reached the magazine of grenades ar­
ranged in the stairs, towers, and implement rooms, 
exploding the grenades, destroying the tower at the 
west gorge angle, and nearly destroying the other. 
The effect of the explosion, and the direct fire on the 
towers, was to damage and fill the stairways with 
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débris so as to render it almost impossible to reach 
thé terre-plein. 

Amid the storm of fire from without and within 
the fire from the fort was most gallantly maintained. 
Filled with admiration of the pluck of the men who 
stood to their guns with such indomitable will when 
it seemed they were in imminent danger of being 
blown skyward by the explosion of thirty thousand 
pounds of powder in the magazines, many Confed­
erates sprang to the parapets, and at every shot from 
the fort waved their hats and loudly cheered its 
brave defenders. About one o'c1ock the flagstaff, 

to the proposal, naming as his terms the same that 
had been offered him on the llth, and the white flag 

~ was hoisted. In the meantime General Beaure· 
gard's aides, who had been dispatched with the 
offer of assistance, had arrived, and ascertaining from 
them that the visit of Senator Wigfall was not au­
thorized by the general commanding, Major An­
derson declared that he would immediately raise his 
flag again and renew the action, but consented to 
de1ay until General Beauregard could be communi­
cated with. The brief negotíations resulted in the 

t capitulation of the fort a little after dark, on the 
same terms which had been offered on the 11th. 

~which had been repeatedly struck, fell. The flag 
was secured by Lieutenant Hall and hoisted on a 
temporary staff by Lieutenant Snyder and two labor­
ers, Hart and Dosie of the Engineers. In the inter­
val between the fall and hoisting of the flag General 
Beauregard dispatched three of his aides to the fort 
with an offer of assistance to extinguish the fire, 
which offer, however, was respectfully declined. 

Seeing the flag down and believing the garrison 
to be in imminent peril, Ex-Senator Wigfall-one of 
General Beauregard's aides-de-camp who was with 
the troops on Morris Island-with the permission 
of General Simons pulled in a small boat, with one 
man, Private Gourdine Young of the Palmetto 
Guard, to Sumter. Being permitted to enter, he urged 
a suspension of hostilities, with a view to capitula­
tion. He expressed to Major Anderson the high 

With the exception of burning the quarters of the 
officers and men, a disaster which would not have 
occurred if they had been made originally fire-proof, 
the fort had sustained but little damage. The dis­
tance of the nearest breaching battery was thirteen 
hundred yards, too great for effective work with the 
guns then in use. The main gates had been de­
stroyed, but they could readily have been built up 

.~ 
with stone and rubbish. The quarters were for com­, 

í
t
í 

fort, not for defensive purposes, and were an e1ement 
of weakness from the beginning. When they had 
been burned without exploding the magazine, with 
suffieient labor the fort could have been made more 
defensible than it was when the action commenced. 
The obstacles in the way of a longer defense were 

\ the lack of cartridges and men. The men couId 
admiration his gallant defense had inspired in all i have subsisted many days on the salt pork in store 
who witnessed it, and assured him of the most honor­
able and liberal terms. Major Anderson acceded 

and would cheerfully have done so. But with a fleet 
bearing reinforcements and supplies in full view for 
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tw..enty-four hours without making an effort to reach 
the fort, there was no encouragement to the garrison 
to hold out in the hope of possible relief before the 
alternative of starvation would compe! a capitulation. 

The war steamers Powhatan, Pawnee, and Poca­
hontas, the steamer transport Baltic, and three steam 
tugs had been prepared to carry succor to Fort Sum­
ter, and sailed from New York on the 9th and 10th. 
Th~  Baltic, which carrjed the reinforcements an.d 
~plies1.-.the Pawuee, and Pocahontas arrived off 
Charleston, where they found the H arriet Lane early 
on the morning of the 12th. The passage had been 
stormy. Qne of the tugs was driven into Wilrning­
ton by stress of weather and neither of the others, 
nor the Powhatan, arrived. The sea was running 
high off Charleston, and Mr. Fox waited, but in 
"ain, for the Powhatan before attempting to entero 
That steamer was regarded as better coostructedattd 
equipped for fighting than any other ofthe expedi­
~Ü>n,.ltnd -lrllrri~d.j '.sides, th~.  J~uq'i!I~,s  which were 

'Í'ó l{ive bée,R. used {tl throw 'fÍienátfci supplies into 
,Sumter. B,nt it had "been wit~drawn from the expe­
dition and its destination chan,ge.d on the 7th with­
out the knowledge of Mr. Fox, by the President, 
at the instance of the Secretary of State. Captain 
Rowan, of the Pawnee, seized an ice schooner, which 
he placed at the disposal of Mr. Fox, who intended 
to go in it with succor for the fort on the night of 
the13th, but before night set in the white flag was 
hoisted over Sumter. 

In the public mind sorne odium attached to the 
commandery of the naval expedition for failing to 

I•J 
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attempt to throw the reinforcements and suppliea 
into Sumter. The concurrent opinion, however, oE 
the officers within the fort and of others whose \e 
duties required of them careful study of the situa­

r tion, was that "any persistent attempt to accomplish. 
the proposed object would oot only have failed, but 

i~  would have ended disastrously. 
J It had been� agreed between General Beauregard
~~  

.'� and Major Anderson that the Union garrison should 
evacuate the fort the next day, as soon as the neces­
sary preparations could be made. A steamer would 

1� carry the garrison to any pQrt in the United States 
~  that Major Anderson might designate, or transfer 

it to one of the vessels then off the harbor. Major 
Anderson preferred the latter course. 

I 
t While saluting the flag one man, Private Daniel 

Hough, was instantly killed, one Private Edward. 
Galway mortally, and four severely wounded by the 
premature discharge of a gun and the explosion of 
a~:pile  of,cartridge.s. The Confederate commander 
ordered' ihat die l'lnfortunate man who had been 
killed should be buried with military honors, and the 
wounded properly cared foro At four o'clock P. M. 

00 Sunday the 14th the Union garrison marched out. 
colors flying and the band playing "Yankee Doodle," 
ando embarking on the steamer Isabel, passed out 
over the bar, where it was transferred to the steamer 
Baltie, and sailed away for New York. As the Isabel 
passed through the channel the Confederate soldiers 
manifested their respect for Major Anderson aod 
his gallant command by standing silent and uncov­
ered in front of their batteries. 
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Lieutenant Colonel Roswell S. Ripley, command­
ing a battalion consisting of Captain Hollanquist's 
company of the First South Carolina Artillery, and ' 
the Palmetto Guard, Captain Cuthbert command­
ing, succeeded Major Anderson and the two com­
panies of the First United States Artillery as the 
garrison of the fort. The Confederate and palmetto 
f1ags were hoisted side by--side over Fort Sumter, 
and amid enthusiastic cheers saluted by the bat­
teries around the harbor. 

When the news of the bombardment and reduc­
tion of Sumter was f1ashed over the telegraphic 
wires the whole country was startIed and electrified. 
The question of peace or war which had so long 
trembled in the balance was no longer doubtful. 
Hostilities had commenced. This was the begin­
ning of a war in which before it closed the United 
States alone, in addition to a vast naval force, armed, 
equipped, and brought into the field nearly three 
millions of soldiers, of whom nearly, if not quite, 
four hundred thousand lost their lives in the service. 
How many were brought into the field by the Con­
federate States, and what the loss of life, will prob­
ably never be known. The knowledge has been lost 
with the cause they served. 

CHAPTER III 

War in earnest-South Atlantic Coast invested-Admiral Du­
Pont in command-Fleet scattered-Hilton Head's defenses 
-Forts Beauregard and Walker attacked-Masterly evolu­ " 

itions of fteet-Colonel Wagner disabled-Fort Walker taken 
.~... 

-Fort Beauregard evacuated-Sherman occupies Hilton 
Head. 

The theater of the war which had virtually com­
menced in Charleston harbor on the 12th of April, 
1861, was soon transferred to distant fields in other 
States, and, with the exception of a blockading 8eet 
off her coast, South Carolina was for many months 
exempt from the presence of a hostile force. Neither 
party to the contest was prepared for war. Indeed, 
for many weeks after the reduction of Fort Sumter 

\ the country was not fully awake to the fact that war 
on a gigantic scale had commenced. There was a 
breach in the Union, and a hostile collision-happily 
without the shedding of blood-had occurred in the 
harbor of Charleston. Face to face with actual hos­
tilities, those in the North charged with the conduct 
of affairs might, it was hoped, pause to weigh wel1 
and count the cost of a war to coerce into the Union 
the States whieh had seceded and further to reftect 
what would be the worth of a Union of States 
"pinned together by bayonets," as Mr. Greely forcí­
bly expressed and deprecated. The first battIe of Ma­
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nassas, or Bu1l Run, went far towards dispe1ling any 
expectation of an amicable settlement of the difficul· 
ties, but even after that event hope was cherished 
that the war would be very brief. Mr. Seward, 
Secretary of State of the United States, labored dili­
gently to impress on the country, and on foreign 
governments through their diplomatic representa­
tives, that the contest wouJd be ended in sixty or 
ninety days. In the meantime preparations for warI 
went forward rapidly. Early in August prepara­
tions were commenced for sending a combined landI 
and naval expedition to sorne point on the South At­

,1 
11 lantic coast. Admiral S. F. DuPont was selected to 

command the naval and Brigadier General T. W. 
Sherman the land forces, and the two in concert were 
charged with the organization of their respective 
commands. 

The troops were furnished by Pennsylvania and 
New York and a1l of the New England States except 
Vermont. There were thirteen infantry regiments 
organized into three brigades, and of troops not 
brigaded, the First N ew York Engineers, Colonel 
Edward W. Sewell, Third Rhode Island Artillery 
(heavy), Colonel Nathaniel W. Brown, and Battery 
E, Third United Sta tes Artillery, Captain John 
Hamilton. The brigades were commanded respec­
tively by Brigadier General Egbert L. Viele, Briga­
dier General 1. 1. Stevens and Brigadier General 
Horatio G. W right. The organization was desig­ Inated as "The Expeditionary Corps" and its aggre­

fj 
n! gate strength the day before it sailed was twelve 
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The land and naval forces had assembled by Oc­
tober 22 in Hampton Roads, Va., where it was 
detained until the 29th by foul weather and the ab­
sence of sorne of the transports. Great precaution 
had been taken to keep its destination a profound 
secret, and it sailed under sealed orders. N everthe­
less its destination was known to the Confederate 
Government and to tne commanding general in 
South Carolina before it left the Capes of Virginia. 
Indeed, without direct information, it could scarcely 
have been doubted that it was destined for Port 
Royal, S. C., which was not only the best and most 
commodious port on the Atlantic coast south of the 
Capes of Virginia, but best situated as a base of 
operations both by land and water on the coasts of 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 

The expedition, which consisted of fifty vessels, 
sailed on October 29, Flag Officer DuPont's flag fly­
ing...over the steam frigate Wabash. It was the larg­
est fleet that had ever sailed under the American 
flag. It had been preceded the day before by a fleet 
of twenty-five coal-Iaden schooners, convoyed by the 
sloop-of-war J7andalia, with orders in the event of 
parting company to rendezvous off the mouth of 
Savannah River. 

When the fleet had cleared the Capes of Virginia, 
much care and time were expended in forming it into 
a double echelon line, and when that was accom­
plished it proceeded majestical1y on its course. On 
the morning of November 2 only one sail oí a1l the 
vast naval armament was visible from the deck of 

~l thousand six hundred and fifty-three (12,653).,1 f 
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the flagship ,rabash. During the afternoon of the 
1 st rough weather set in, gradua11y increasing to a 
heavy gale from the southeast, and in the night it 
rose to a hurricane, scattering the fleet. During the 
2d the weather moderated and the vessels began to 
heave in sight. Of the men-of-war the Isaac Smith, 
l.ieutenant W. A. Nicholson commanding, one of 
the most efficient and hoest armed steamers of her 
class, had narrowly escaped foundering in the gale, 
throwing overboard her entire formidable battery. 
Thus relieved, she was enabled to go to the assist­
ance of the steamer GovernoT, which was in a most 
critical condition, and in imminent peril of founder­
ing. The Governor had on board a fine battalion 
of six hundred marines, Major I. G. Reynolds com­
manding. The most strenuous and heroic cfforts of 
the commander and crew of the Isaac Smith to 
rescue the imperiled marines failed, but later the 
steam frigate Sabine, Captain Cadwallader Ringgold, 
commanding, carne to the rescue. Every movable 
article on the Goverllor had been thrown overboard 
to lighten her, and the Sabine succeeded in rescuing 
from the wreck before it went down the crew and a11 
of the marines except a corporal and six privates. 
Sorne of the transport steamers were lost and othcrs 
were saved only by throwing overboard horses and 
cargoes. None of the troop transports were lost. 

On the morning of the 4th the flagship and nearly 
a11 of the fleet were off the bars of Port Royal har­
bor, when, undcr Flag-officer DuPont's order, it was 
joined by the frigate Sara toga, Captain Sardoner, 

of the bIockading Heet off Charleston. That evening 
and the next morning the war vessels and transporta 
passed over the bar and anchored. 

The coast line of Port Royal is such as to make ~ 

it exceedingly difficu It of defense by land batteries. '" The headlands on Hilton Head Island to the south­
ward, and Bay Point to the northward, are nearly ~, 

three miles aparto At so great a distance none but 'i 
works of great strength, armed with guns of the • 
heaviest caliber and longest range, could make any 

.'(¡formidable opposition to the entrance of a powerful 
Reet. General Beauregard, relieved about the end 
of May from duty in South Carolina, before leaving 

.'_.. _~"

had examined the coast and designated certain points 
at which defensive works should be constructed. The 
importance of Port Royal and the difficulties in the 
way of defending it were alike obvious.' He planned 
the works for the harbor and designated their anna­
me.nts, which it was essential should be guns of the ~ 

heaviest caliber for the water fronts. Under the 
direction of Major James H. Trapier, of the En­
gineers, and subsequently. under the administration 
of Brigadier General Roswell S. Ripley, who was , ~1 

assigned to the command of the Military Depart­
.io"ment of South Carolina on the 2 ISt of August, the 

works at the designated points were commenced, and 
the construetion was pressed forward with all the 
means available. Major Francis D. Lee, of the South 

'He advised that no attempt be made to construct works 
lor its defense, but yielded to the urgent representations of 
the Governor oí the State, with the condition that the works 
should be formidable in themselves and heavily armed. 
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