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JOURNEY TO HONEY HILL

problem then started in Congress. Approximately
one vyear before, the present Congress debated
whether colored men would be ushered into service
of the country as laborers and soldiers, and if as
soldiers-whether they would equal to whites in all
respects and ranks.

The only law that grew out of the congressional
debates relating to colored men in the military
service was the Act of July 17, 1862. The Act only
granted ten dollars a month to colored soldiers, of
which three were for clothes. The white soldiers
were getting thirteen dollars per month in addition
to three dollars and fifty cents, for clothing. The
problem of equal pay really started when the war
department’s action to employ blacks for fighting
did not parallel Congress’ laws to accommodate the
services of the black. Secretary Stanton, who had
encouraged Governor Andrews to recruit the 55th,
found himself seeking legal advise from William
Whiting on the pay question.

Solicitor Whiting’s opinion read as follows:

“By the [Ith section of the Act of July 17, 1862,
entitled ‘An act to define the pay and employ-
ments, the President was authorized to employ as
many persons of African descent as he should deem
necessary and proper for the suppression of the
rebellion, and to organize and use them in such
manner as he judged for public welfare’ No provi-
sion was specially made for their compensation in
the act. By the 15th section of act of July 17,
entitled ‘an act to amend the act calling forth ...
(100,000) volunteers for nine months) ... be en-
titled to receive his first month’s pay and twenty-
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five dollars ($25) bounty upon the mustering ...
That persons of African descent, who should be
employed under the law should receive Ten dollars

4(510) per month and one ration each per day, of

which three dollars ($3) might be paid in clothing.
It seems therefore that in accordance with the

{foregoing that persons of African descent ... re-

ceive at pay ten dollars ($10) per month and one

{ration daily of which monthly per three dollars (83)

per month may be paid in clothing.”

Solicitor Whiting’s opinion was followed
immediately by the war department’s General Order
163. Assistant Attorney General E.D. Thowsend’s

jorder read as follows:

i “persons of African descent who enlist under the
1 Act approved July 17, 1862, (General Order 91
{AGO 1862 page 25) are entitled to “ten dollars”
1 per month and one ration, “three dollars” of which

monthly pay may be in clothing.””32
This edict was set forth to convince all who

{ questioned the unequal pay for colored soldiers. It

did not intend to cast blame on the War Depart-

{ ment or Secretary Stanton, who had pushed to get

1 colored soldiers to enlist, but to blame the
Congress.
The legal advisors of the War Department

! disappointed the Secretary, Governor Andrew, and

all black soldiers with the verdict that only ten

{ dollars could be paid to the Negro soldiers. The cry

of discrimination against the colored soldiers was

i sounded by men like Frederick Douglass and 1t was

heard throughout the North and South.
When word reached the men in the 55th, who
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JOURNEY TO HONEY HILL

just one month before they had left Boston for
South Carolina, the soldiers were very much
disgusted. They felt that the Government, the State
of Massachusetts, and especially Governor Andrews
had been fradulent. The men of the 55th refused to
take the ten dollars and decided that they would
have the same pay as the white soldiers or nothing
at all.

Governor Andrews was dealt his first major
setback by the decision of the War Department on
unequal pay for the colored soldiers and the deci-
sion of the men to accept the ten dollars. The
Governor was also aware of the fact that he
promised equal pay to all the colored men recruited
for the 55th. The recruiting officers and Mr. Stearns
had been successful in filling the ranks in Readville
because they offered equal pay. Despite these
promises, made in early 1863, many heard about
the unequal pay even though they preferred to
listen to Governor Andrew’s promise of equal pay.
Now faced with the dilemma, Governor Andrew

called his legislators into special session in

November, 1863. Out of that session came a law
whereby the state would pay their colored men the
difference between the ten dollars the Federal
Government would pay them and the white soldier’s
pay. Immediately, Governor Andrew sent Major
James Sturges with Mr. Edward Kinsley, giving him
the authority to pay the colored soldiers of the
55th the difference in pay. '

Major Sturges called the men together upon his
arrival to explain the Governor’s desire to pay the

55th Mass the additional three dollars. He explained“
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shat to accept the money was truly an act of
gourage and honor. Sergeant Major Trotter ex-
gressed the position of the men when he said:

%a great deal has been said of the ungratefulness of
gie SSth... We did not come to fight for money,
or if we did, we might as well have accepted the
money that was offered us; we come not only to
iake men of ourselves, but of our other colored

rothers at home, and we do highly honor, the
gnerous and hearted people of the State of
Yassachusetts.””53

Refusing the ten dollars offered by the U.S.
government and the additional three dollars offered
3y the State of Massachusetts, the men in the 55th
¥rved without pay. Since the men had not been

gud, there was nothing for their families at home.

dften the families would write and plead their men
# send money for food, medicine, and clothes for
fie children. Given this situation, their patriotism
#as lessened considerably.

i A few weeks later someone secretly sent Colonel
fartwell an anonymous letter stating that:

{if we were not paid by the st of March, the men
Jould stack arms and do no more duty.” Captain
fowditch said that: ““a good many have the idea
ghat if they were not paid at the end of nine
Sonths, they would go back to Massachusetts and
%e mustered out of the service.”

i should not be surprised if we had some trouble
3’lth them within the next month... the men are
E?ther given to talking about their non- rece1gt of
#Y,... I can judge of their feelings by mine.”

To contain such talk of departure, Colonel Fox,

65

e et 2




st eI T @

JOURNEY TO HONEY HILL

the second in command of the 55th, expressed hjs
views to the Commander, Colonel Hartwell:

“It having come to my knowledge that €rroneous
opinions are held by a portion of the regiment. .
The state of Massachusetts, having offered to make !

good as far as possible the promises made by her'

agents, and that offer having been declined... no

possible claim to be discharged the service on the'-
ground of non-payment can be made, until the |

present Congress has refused to provide for the pay

of the regiment agreeably to the terms of their:

enlistment, or has adjourned taking no action.
Should Congress refuse by vote or adjournment. .
the claim to be mustered out of the service can
then be made only to the Secretary of War... on
the ground of enlistment under false pretenses.

Nothing can be more certain than that mutinous ;

conduct or refusal to do duty would result in the
extreme, penalty of the law to the ringleaders, and
the probable disarming of the entire regiment.’ »55
The circular that Colonel Fox prepared was
distributed the same day to every ranking officer in
the regiment with the orders to be read to all the
men. The purpose of this order was to hold the
regiment together, rescuing the dreams and aspira-
tions of both Governor Andrew and the colored,
population that supported the 55th. However,
Colonel Hartwell had already set forth to the Secre-
tary of War a request that the regiment be dis-
banded because of the Government’s failure to live |
up to to the terms of the agreement for enlisting
colored soldiers. It was now up to Congress to act
and the War Department to decide the fate of the
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35th Massachusetts.
In the interim, during the month of July 1864,
me of the men felt a desire to refuse duty

. 3rtially because of lack of pay. Those leaders of

e action were immediately arrested and tried with
¢ purpose of checking and preventing the action
m spreading. Nevertheless, Private Sampson
lda, John Lewis, Young, Gouch, and Nelson
aowing, all of Company A were tried for mutiny
%nvicted and sentenced to hard labor.

Governor Andrew not only had reason to have

%e State Legislature offer equal pay to his 55th,
. Lt also a need to continue his long and uphill fight

‘Jnth the U.S. Congress and President Lincoln on
;at very subject.

His arguments were that:

any of those who marched in their regiments
Jom the Commonwealth have been worn out in
Frvice, or have fallen in battle... Many also yet
gnger bearing honorable wounds, but dependent
%Jpon private charity while unpaid by the Govern-
qent of the Nation the humble wages of a soldier
d sick at heart as they contemplate their own
Jumiliation. .. These regiments... are trembling
i the verge of military demoralization. Already
Jne man. suffered the penalty of death for the
military offense of mutiny by refusing further
dedience of his officers. . . The Government which
rOund no law to pay him. .. nevertheless found law
#nough to shoot him as a soldler

Congress passed the equal pay bill in mid June
if 1864 and the War Department followed with its
lormal General Order which read:
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{ Unequal Pay for Equal or More Work
“That all persons of color who have been or may b:vided is under advisement.”’>8

mustered into the military service of the United Still awaiting their pay, the Commander decided
States shgll receive the same uniform, clothingissue General Order Number 48 for the protec-
arms, equipment, camp equipage, rations, medicn of the men who would have a lump sum of
and hospital attendance, pay and emoluments, othefney with a limited supply of goods available on
than bounty, as other soldiers of the regular ofich to spend it on.
volunteer forces of the United States... That alf He wrote:
persons of color who were free on the nineteentl; view of the approaching payment of the regi-
day of April, eighteen hundred and sixty-one andint, the C/O takes occasion to caution this com-
who have been énlisted and mustered into thind with reference to the two crimes of gambling.
military service of the United States, shall, from thd professional gambler is at once the meanist and
time of their enlistment, be entitled to receive payjst cowardly of men, a robber in all but the
bounty, and clothing allowed to such persons bylme. All money used for this purpose will be liable
the laws existing at the time of their enlistment.”>}j seizure for the benefit of the Hospital Fund and
Since the 55th has some persons whose freedonfy man convicted of being a habitual gambler will
before April 19, 1861, had been questioned, thekeive the severest punishment and all non-
men in question were asked to make sworn statedmmissioned officers engaged in or continuing this
ments attesting to their freedom. ctice will be liable to reduction to the ranks.”59
The sworn statement, which became known as] The long wait, inequality among the whites and
the “Quaker Oath,” satisfied all concerned, andjlored soldiers, family disappointments and hard-
cleared the air for the day they would be paid. gips came to an end in September 1864, when the
On June 29th, 1864, the Commander of the¥n were finally paid. There were four events that
South received a reply to the letter sent to the Warjk place at camp worth mentioning:
Department by Colonel Hartwell some months¥irstly, the pay date was celebrated not with
earlier. tise, and disorder (like some football victories of
“General, I have respectfully to inform you that thetducated” whites), but by addresses and music.
letter of Colonel Hartwell, 55th Mass. Vols., Withf‘condly, there were promptly and fully paid all
your endorsement thereon in reference to the pay-fans from the officers, and all indebtedness to the
ment of his regiment, has been received. &tler who had sold on credit for months. Thirdly,
In reply thereto, I am directed to invite you'§ addition to amounts remitted by mail or other-
attention to Sections 2, 3 and 4, of the Act Offe there was sent home, by Adams Express alone,
Congress, approved June 15, 1864, a copy of whichh the Fifty-fifth Regiment of Colored Infantry,
is herewith. The pay of Colored Troops as thereil%er sixty thousand dollars!! Then, surely was the
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JOURNEY TO HONEY HILL

“Moral Crusader’” justified; then was his crusad
proved to have been worthwhile.””60
Another soldier in the 55th wrote his sister-in:
law after the men were paid. He said: j
i “We had a glorious celebration, there was a procesg ' _
sion. .. speeches of various gentlemen werg The propeller-driven “‘sentinel’ arrived at Yellow
made. . . readings of resolutions to be published iﬁ?luff, but/was later forced to dock at Folley Island
the papers and we had a Grand Supper. All passedecause of problems with the boat.
off very creditable.”61 From March through July, 1864, the men did
@tle as a regimental unit, although smaller groups
#ere assigned duties of various sorts, such as picket
uty.
4 Some men were sent by a boat which passed an
apedition to James Island in the latter part of
'ss'!ay. The group immediately and successfully drove
tway the rebel parties. The success of the expedi-
%on gave the men a feeling of honor as they fought
dong the side of fighting white soldiers. After the
#tion with the rebels, the group on the expedition
%ached Folley Island by way of Coles Island. This
s the first action although small but there was
“%ontest with the rebels. Many of the officers were
Eappy to take their respective companies.
¢ Camp life during the marches from island to
dand was entirely different from the life at a fort.
guring a bivouac, the men would build a campfire
% night. Long past the sunset some groups could
é'l be heard leaving the road for the wooded
Jcampment. There were many stories of the
'gncounters with the enemy. While one or two men
Jchanged stories of interest to all, the other men
rﬁy holding their guns in their arms as though they

%ere ready to jump to their feet and battle with the

CHAPTER VIII

THE SECOND ENGAGEMENT
WITH REBEL TROOPS
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JOURNEY TO HONEY HILL

rebels. Not all the men were involved in the storje
of war around the campfires; others dreamed of
their families, loved ones and hometowns that the
had left to come to South Carolina. A few hour
before the bugle blew taps, men could be heard
singing songs of victory, slave songs, and war songs?%
It was not until the day gray of the early moming
showed through that the men realized the reality of
the times of war. .
Two other important events happened when all
of the groups returned to the camp. The first wag
the arrival of Chaplain Bowles, an Ohio Clergymars
who was the second colored chaplain to join the
regiment from a state other than Massachusetts. The
second event was the promotion of a Sergeant, John
F. Shorter, formerly an orderly to a Commission, tg
the rank of 2nd Lijeutenant by Governor Andrew!
This was the first of the colored soldiers in the 55th
to be so commissioned. However, shortly after hisj
commission, Lieutenant Shorter applied for a dis-
charge and muster in since it was the tradition of all
officers. His mustering in was refused by the,
General of the South, however, simply because
colored officers were not to be commissioned. i
Colonel Hartwell appealed to Governor,
Andrews, hoping the Governor would in tumn appeali
to the War Department. In his appeal Colonel
Hartwell said: R
“l herewith transmit to your Excellency the dls{
charge papers of First Sergeant John F. Shorters
Commissioned by your Excellency as a Second
Lieutenant in this Regiment. .. It is with... vex&;
tion to myself and officers that this man is refused'
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The Second Engagement with Rebel Troops

shis discharge [and muster in as an officer] I leave
sthe matter for your Excellency to lay before the
futhorities.””62

The application went through the War Depart-
iment for a redress of the wrong done by the
General from the Department of the South, but to
qno avail. The application was turned down and only
months later Shorter received his promotion in
uccordance with General Army Regulations.
{ James Monroe Trotter was also well qualified to

S oV A RN P 2 )

e an officer in the 55th Massachusetts Regiment.

sHe was born in Grand Gulf, Mississippi, but at an
jearly age was taken to live in Cincinnati, Ohio.
’%Later he moved to Hamilton, Ohio, and attended
Qschool where he studied music and art. He taught
nschool for a short time and moved to Massachusetts;

;he joined the 55th as a private, but quickly moved

?up to the rank of First Sergeant and then Sergeant

Major at 23 years of age.

1 Trotter, also denied a muster out, became very
*bitter when he learned of the event. It became more
apparent to Trotter that the white officers were
giving him the cold shoulder and appearcd to be
Jery satisfied at the outcome. Trotter found it
Hifficult to understand why a poor oppressed people
svere being denied the means of elevating them-
gselves One white officer told Trotter that he
thought the time was not now because white offi-
icers needed time to get rid of their prejudice.
Trotter wondered why the white officers never
hought that an educated decent colored officer
Would object to sleeping with the whites. Moreover,
’Trotter thought that the white officers among them
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JOURNEY TO HONEY HILL

were turning up their noses at the failure of the .
coloreds to obtain a commission.

During the latter part of May, the regiment
moved on to a tiny Island called “Stono”, where

they remained until June except for some very %4> The concept was indeed refuted as a result of

small picket duty around the island. fie action of the Negro soldiers of the 55th at

During June 1864, the confederate troops who §mes Island. It is said that the colored soldiers

were stationed on James Island had been reduced Bowed great physical courage. There never has been
significantly. This came at a time when the Union :

) ) fid there never will be a lack of fighting spirit
Army decided on a three point attack on that v]ong those soldijers.

Island. A Company was ordered to lead the attack § When asked if “the colored soldiers fight as well

on the Island, selected from the 55th, on the 2nd § the white”? The 55th Commander replied that it

of July, 1864. Captain William Nutt and his men $ obvious as to who was a better fighter since the

left Tiger Island by boat at night with the express %o guns taken at James River were defended by

purpose of making contact with the Union forces fhite troops.
approaching from Coles Island. They arrived about § Captain Nutt who was in charge of the SS5th
sunrise intent on taking Battery Lamar by surprise. fidiers who attacked Battery Lamar on James
When the other two groups that were a part of the %land, reported that the men were well behaved
three point attack came in sight of the River yrino the battle. They captured the prisoners but
Causeway, they were bombarded with shelling from 3ywed no barbarism and they were very “much
two twelve-pound Napoleon guns left on the island. %orthy of special mention for their gallantry.”
This shelling slowed the advance of the two groups. § Now that the worse part of the rebel defense
The colored soldiers from the 55th, realizing %4 ended at Battery Lamar, the 55th Mass. re-
their predicament, did not wait for orders from frmed, and the wounded, of which there were two
their officers who were in doubt as to what steps 10 %pmissioned officers and 17 enlisted men were
take. Instead, the soldiers leaped forward and &,.eq (o the rear. Having cleared the field of
moved into a fast step. They saw the danger thal Sy the SSth then advanced to Battery Lamar.
was ahead but were not concerned for their OWI e orqyp received orders to immediately move to
safety. They then moved swiftly to destroy the % Coles [sland, thus leaving their dead to the
enemy and, in the process, took the two large lemy to bury or mistreat. Thus, the 55th returned
Napoleon guns from the rebels who fled without y popay 1q0hg camps where they had known life
some shells. Ironically, these shells were used by the oy, previously.

55th (Company F.) to shoot the fleeing rebels. " The conditions at Folley Island were such now

The Second Engagement with Rebel Troops

4 The steps taken by the colored soldiers of the
#5th Mass at James Island refuted for all times the
_?d concept “that the Negro. .. shrinks from peril
%d that at best he may follow blindly where others
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JOURNEY TO HONEY HILL | The Second Engagement with Rebel Troops
that Colonel Hartwell had moved up to the positionhick of the fighting, hardly knew that during the
of Post Commander. fnonth of November, 1864, they would write their

The latter part of July, Captain Soule led a}names in history. The early part of the month
group over to John’s Island. He suffered no loss ofstarted slowly, without many demands being made
men, nor did he encounter rebel resistance. HowJn the soldier’s time. One unfortunate incident took
ever, the rebels slipped into the camp and set some lace when two men left camp in search for food.
of the houses previously used by the 55th on fueémce they wondered far out of the camp site

From August to early November, 1864, thewithout arms, they were captured mistakingly for
regiment was enjoying camp life such as was neverrebel soldiers. At first, they escaped, but were later
before known by the 55th. They were a331gr1edplaced in rebel jails until exchanged. After that
simple duties, such as details and expeditions 1nmc1dent the men stayed closed to camp until they
small groups. This provided time for recrultmg,recelved word from General Hatch to move at a
drilling and constant parade and review by themoment’s notice. Clothes and rations were issued
District Commander. ?and camp was made ready for departure. Before

The regiment underwent vigorous inspections. departure very little excitement was going on except
George L. Poddock reported on the inspection hefor the dress parade and the celebration of the date
made: et aside by President Lincoln as Thanksgiving Day.
“The losses by disease since May 1863 were 124 Lieutenant Hall and Private Humbey of the 55th,
and losses by desertion was 169. Discipline, excel-previously assigned to Fort Delafield returned to
lent, instruction thorough, arms serviceable andtheir regiment still unaware of their destiny. On
clean in almost every instance... The quarters are Sunday, November 27th, the 55th received their
tents (worn out)... They are not sufficient forlong awaited marching orders. Their destination was
cold on wet weather. Camp is pretty well policed.;Boyd’s Neck Hilton Head, which was kept under
The regimental books are in good form. Descriptivedsealed orders just prior to arrival. The Department
Books are not yet completed but in progress. Com-,of the South was very busy during this period. All
pany Book is better than every one of those 0f3ava1lable troops had been sent up the Broad River
colored regiment... I recommend Captain A. C.}n order to secure lodging. A base of operation was
Crosby be ordered before a commission for exami-set up along the Charleston and Savannah Railroad
nation touching this qualification for command and should General Sherman attempt to land his forces
general efficiency as an officer in the colored somewhere near Port Royal between Savannah,
service.”’63 Georgla and Charleston, South Carolina, the largest

The men in the 55th, who seemed to have beeliprison depot on the Atlantic. The men took with

held back from all their dreams of getting into theithem an advance of five days of cooked food and

sufficient ammunition for each man.
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CHAPTER IX

THE BATTLE OF HONEY HILL

PR

On November 27th, the 55th Mass., boarded the
jsteamers ‘“Mary Boardman” and “Frazer” which
§took them up the Broad River to their destination.
iEarly afternoon the next day the regiment landed at
$Hilton Head. Thereafter, Major Nutt and Captains
jsSoule and Crane were to give close command to the
455th since Colonel Hartwell was appointed Brigadier
Leader. As night fell, the men settled in for rest,
{preparing for the advance they expected to make
the next day toward Grahamville.

The drive of the rebels was changed from
$ Augusta to Savannah, since the line of the Southern
1Railroad was in the hands of the Union Troops. The
4Confederate Troops moved by rail to Albany, at
%fwhich point they marched about 60 miles to
i Thomasville, arriving the 28th of November.
iLacking sufficient trains in Thomasville, only part
jof the Georgia Militia reached Savannah on
i Wednesday. As soon as they reached Savannah, they
§were ordered to go immediately to Grahamville,
§South Carolina, to stop the advance of the union
tarmy up the Broad River. They hoped to separate
ithe Charleston and Savannah Railroad.

i The separation of the railroad was in the path-
iway of General Sherman’s greatest military plan, a
.plan that astonished the military strategist of great
‘world powers. The plan called for a “march to the
‘sea,” hailed also as a great emancipation march
:because it brought immediate freedom to thousands

Sie,
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JOURNEY TO HONEY HILL

pf slaves who followed Sherman. Part of the orders
1ssue;d by Sherman covered the service of able-
b.odled Negros who would be taken along but their
first priority was to bear arms.

The Civil War could have ended in July, 1863
because the Battle of Vicksburg and Gettysburg’
broke the back of the rebellious Southerner. Instead
of accepting defeat, the southern leaders were
stubborp and wanted to hold out until the last man
was lying dead in a hole. Naturally, Sherman’s
detgrmination was to give the South more war if so
des;red by the rebels. The great march to the sea
which was more than three hundred miles took 27’
days. The march brought about many encounters
that made the rank of respectable -battles, such as
the battle at Honey Hill. This battle was one of the
most significant battles in which colored soldiers
ff)ught during the entire Civil War. Honey Hill was
situated in the Beaufort area of South Carolina,
three miles east of Grahamville.

As one looked up and down the road and up
the hill one could not help but see a poorly

consiflered to be the center of the rebel force. To
the r_1ght or left they were protected by the swamp
or pine trees. The main road up the hill passed
closely to the swamps at the bottom of the hill,
while the creek ran some miles through the swamp.

The Confederates knew that the security and
preservgtion of Savannah depended largely upon the
possession of the communication line. [t was ex-
pected that the small force of rebels would hold
and repulse the Union Army, pending the arrival of
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The Battle of Honey Hill

those troops delayed by the trains in Thomasville
and the thousands enroute from the Carolinas.
Another rebel force was expected from Georgia but

% the Governor wanted to withdraw the Georgia
i forces from confederate service if anyone tried to
i order the force beyond the State borders. Further-
» more, the troops, suffering from battle fatigue, were

in no condition to fight any place to preserve the
South. Nevertheless, upon orders, the Georgia State

" Brigade moved across the border toward Graham-
9 ville, South Carolina. Before the arrival of the

additional troops at Grahamville, the 55th Mass did

i not know that the only rebel troops on duty were a
3 part of the South Carolina Cavalry. The balance of
1 the troops had been moved farther inland to stop
i the advance of General Sherman.

When the 55th first arrived at Boyd’s Neck on

. the 29th, they devoted much of that day to their
* entrenchment. Had they advanced with the small
- rebel force on duty, the 55th could have taken the
railroad without much resistance. But by waiting
. * that one day, the South gained the advantage
constructed semi- ' ’ . ) .

mi-circle of earthworks. These were | pecause then the Georgia brigade arrived on the

30th as well as the rebel troops from Thomasville.

During the early moming of November 30th,

: the 55th Mass., was aroused in readiness to advance
toward Grahamville. They first stopped at a cross-
" road, then the Bolan Church where a group was left

to guard. The men then went single file through an
open cornfield stopping to put out a fire that was
started by the rebels to block the route. Con-
sequently, there was only one safe route, which was
a swamp sided by woods and very thick under
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brush. Naturally, this route slowed the advance.
Other regiments, such as, the 32 Regiment, United
States Colored troops, the 25th Ohio, and the 44th
New York were brought in at the same time to take
and secure the Charleston and Savannah Railroad.
To do so, required passing over Honey Hill. These
Union forces were deployed either to the right or
left of the main road heading towards the base of
Honey Hill beyond the church. Around noon on the
30th, the Union troops met with an attack of one
rebel gun, which brought to a halt the advance of
the 55th and other union troops.

On the same day the Southern troops received
notices that:
“the Federal Column marching up the Honey Hill
road from Hilton Head had passed Bolan’s Church
and was then only five miles from Grahamville. A
line of breastworks was previously constructed for
the use of infantry, and field artillery [therefore]

. it became all important that the advance of the
enemy should be retarded in order that the con-
federates might occupy these works. With this view
[the rebels] pushed rapidly a 12 pounder Napoleon
gun... The first shell from the Napoleon gun is
said to have killed and wounded 9 men of the
enemy. (Union soldiers). In the face of this oppos-
ing fire the Federal Column halted and after some
delay, abandoned the highway.”64

In the meantime, the southern troops held on to
the constructed infantry and field artillery works.

Colonel Hartwell was about to give the order; he
ordered the color guard to come forward, then he
shouted to the men to follow your colors.
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“When the firing commenced the S55th...
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[was]

o

i‘fdead were lying, and formed in line in a field at the
left of the road... and moving forward the brigade
was formed in columns in the next open field at the
‘right and advanced a half a mile, while the artillery
sfollowed the road... Regiment after regiment was
‘advanced to support this section. .. but all were
.driven back to places of partial shelter.”65
About two o’clock, the firing between the rebel
iand union forces grew fiercer as the 55th moved
icloser to the rebel-held position. They ran past
‘Branch Road as they were under fire. They realized
‘their situation and almost without orders the
_colored 55th formed a double column and, stormed
‘the enemy works in front of Honey Hill. Companies
K, I, and E advanced with Lieutenant Colonel Fox
and Major Nutt to the right of the road leading up
‘to Honey Hill, while the other five companies
moved straigt up the road to the base of Honey
Hill. Again, the 55th colored rallied and thundered
and in great desperation they charged Honey Hill,
the strong-hold of the Confederate soldiers. The
rebels looked down the hill and saw that the woods
were full of bluecoats. The S5th turned their heavy
guns upon the rebels. At short range, the
cannoneers kept their calm and fired with extreme
accuracy. The rebels on the upper half of the
Honey Hill began to stagger under the thick fire.
The spectacle was grand beyond description. Scores
of rebels were running around somewhat stunned by
the advance of the SS5th. Shells were exploding all
around and bodies of both men and horses were
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falling. Loud shrieks of anger were shouted as they

fell under the rain of fire.

Commander Hartwell reported that:
“On turning the last angle in the road in front of
the fort, the grape and canister became insup-

portable. Captain Crane acting aide was killed with

his horse; Lieutenant Hill, second acting aide was

knocked off his horse by a concussion; and my own §

horse was killed and fell on me... I was pulled
from under my horse and back by an officer
and... was hit in the boot heel by a shot that
burned my ankle and in the side by a spent grape
shot.”66

‘Lieutenant Boynton, while urging his man is killed.
Lieutenant Hill is wounded, but still keeps his place.
Captains Soule, and Woodward are both wounded,

and yet keep their command. The blood is running *

freely from the mouth of Lieutenant Jewett; but he
fioes not leave his company. Sergeant Major Trotter
1s wounded but still fights. Sergeant Shorter is
wounded in the knee yet will not go to the rear. A
shell tears off the foot of Sergeant Major Charles L.
Mitchell; and as he is carried to the rear he shouts,
“Cheer up, boys” “We’ll never surrender.”67
Color Sergeant Robert King, a brave, handsome lad
of eighteen, was blown to pieces by an explosion of
a shell; but the colors were snatched from his hand
and sustained by Corporal Andy Smith.”68

After the worst part of the battle for Honey
Hill, which began early Wednesday morning,
November 30, 1864, and lasted nearly till dark, the

~ 55th started the construction of a defensive position

in brestworks all the way back to Boyd’s landing.
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They were also covered by protection because
lgroups of Federal Gun Boats were awaiting some of
ithe other regiments. However, the 55th remained
‘behind to further defend the positions.
Days after the major battle of Honey Hill, the
‘rebels and union troops fought light battles along
ithe various stretches of the Charleston and
{Savannah Railroad. Late in December, news of the
‘battle came to camp, bringing wild expressions of
%joy. The news confirmed the valor of the colored
‘soldiers to the white officers.
}“At Honey Hill after several other regiment had
gbeen repulsed, a battalion of the 55th charged the
{Confederates works, losing kild [sic] and wounded
{about half the officers and one-third of the enlisted
Zﬁengaged.”69
*  The commander expressed his views of the brave
‘black men of the 55th when he said:
"“The company commander desires to express his
pleasure to the officers and men of the 355th for
their good conduct in the recent operations and
especially Honey Hill. Your comrades suffering from
_their wounds suffer proudly and patiently for they
‘know that they helped to keep the fair fame of this
'Regiment unblemished. For the brave souls of those
'who have fallen in battle, let each remember that in
‘following the example such as ‘“‘advance guard” he
cannot fail of the best success.”70

It was well known that the colored troops of
the 55th fought an honorable fight all during the
day despite the great odds. During one part of the
battle, one round exploded along side of the color
guard and struck him. Private Fitzgerald of Com-
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pany D was severely wounded, but after three

requests to return to the rear for bandages to his
wounds, he was later seen looking and firing.

B R

The 55th was to cover the retreat of the other

regiments.
It was apparent to the white officers and
colored soldiers that the Honey Hill battle was very

significant in the Civil War. Honey Hill stands"
alongside of such battles as Manassas and Bull Run :
in terms of historic significance. One needs only .
examine closely the fact that the brave men of the :

S5th went up the hill several times and were driven

back by the thundering rain of bullets. One hundred :

or more men were lost in the first thirty or forty

minutes of the battle. Yet, these heroic colored .

soldiers held their ground when heavily out-
numbered. The sacrifice and willingness to embrace
death by the colored soldiers was all on behalf of
freedom, initially their principal reason for fighting.

From January 17 to February Ist, 1865, the
regiment stayed at Forts Barton and Jackson to
defend the Savannah River under General Foster’s
command. They left for Hilton Head by steamboat-
Louisburg in February, where they were placed in a
temporary brigade with Colonel Hartwell, who
commanded a drive toward the rebels lines on
James Island. The loss by the brigade was a little
more than normal. The group thereafter left for Mt.
Pleasant after coming through the Owandaw Creek,
and on the 2Ist of February the 55th went into
Charleston in pursuit of the retreating rebels in the
city.

oG
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Return of the 55th
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Now a Lieutenant, Trotter and some of the
other colored soldiers found Charleston to their

satlsfactxon because it was considered to be the -

“strong-hold of slavery. Consequently, some of the
soldiers felt jubilant about their presence in
; Charleston and decided to write upon the walls the
i lines of those brave colored people who had fought
4 for freedom here. The soldiers saw the slave auction
% ahead from which hundreds of blacks had been sold

i and bought. It was ironic that the last chapter of

%war was closing with the objective of the war
g accomplished, namely, freedom from slavery.
‘ Not every day in Charleston was without
- activity because the soldiers were found to be in
skirmishes with the rebels and those who moved
around the Saratie River bridge, which was left in
smoke as the rebels made good their escape.

From March through May, 1865, the regiment
moved from Charleston Neck to James Island, then
to St. Andrews Station which was lost not far from
the city of Charleston. A raid was made through the
interior on areas still occupied by the rebels. The
+ 55th suffered no losses but returned with thousands
" of colored refugees.

: In the early part of May, the regiment marched
! to Sommerville, South Carolina crossing the Ashley
~ River. They later moved 90 miles by train to

Orangeburg, South Carolina. The men served as

guards and worked on the construction of the

South Carolina Railroad. A number of the men

were also sent out to work out agreements between

the landowners who had once owned the slaves.

Aedaeana
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The regiment continued to perform various
duties in and around South Carolina. The camp life
was the same for about 10 months, until the 55th
received their mustering out orders from the War

Department. That took place in September, 1865.
" Before their departure from the South, the Regi-
ment was accorded a thundering applause as they
passed in dress parade through the town. The eyes
of each of the citizens sparkled with thanks to the
colored soldiers who had left their former condition
to defend their homes against the rebels.

The Regiment left for Boston shortly afterwards
by way of two boats. Upon arriving, on Monday,
September 22nd, the 55th marched in dress parade
through Boston, being well received by not only the
colored citizens but also the white citizens and the
original committee that had a hand in the
recruitment of the 55th during May 1863.
“Thirty-two commissioned officers and 822 enlisted
men were (to be) mustered out, and 31 com-
missioned officers, and 767 enlisted men received
transportation from Charleston. The following
statistics are nearly accurate: :

Terms of service - 2 years and 3 months

Deaths from Disease -1 commissioned officer and
112 enlisted men, accident -1 commissioned officer
and 5 enlisted men; 4 by sentence of GCM; in
action of wounds. Received: -3 commissioned offi-
cers and 54 enlisted men.

Discharged from Sickness: 82; Wounds, 37

Recruits received: 153

Desertions: 30/21 of them in July 1865.... 771
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3 All agreed that the 55th Regiment served the
i

Army, fulfilling all that was expected of them. They
‘withstood the advance of the rebels and advanced
‘the cause of the colored people.

. Whenever one gives honor and testament to
‘those of the 55th, they will have to start with the
“oss to the Country and their families of those brave
forthright and devoted men who lost their lives at
iHoney Hill. We should recall how the pride,
‘patriotism and inspiration to duty arose in the men
‘after they had finished their training at Readville.
:The acts of bravery need not to be mentioned, for
‘we already have had illustrated those untainted acts
of courage.

The deeds of these men were written in deep
granite and deeper in the hearts of loved ones.

The men were paid on Saturday, September
22nd, and discharged. They were then faced with
what should they do next. Most of them took trains
and other means of transportation toward their
respective homes. Some of the men who had been
slaves before the war returned to their former
houses, looking taller in their fading blue uniforms.
They were tired of war, but carried still that
fighting spirit. Moreover, they did not find condi-
tions of slavery as they once did. Instead, they had
a place without a master. Now, as freedmen, they
sought to restore or seek better places of dignity
and self-respect.

History bears witness to the fact that the men
who returned home kept up the fight for what they
thought was right and resisted wrongs and
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inequitable treatment. For they knew that the way é Appendix |

to great places, attained by some, was but by a'

winding and difficult ladder, and great men have } List of Colored Officers and Background
and must suffer all kinds of abuses, as must all men

of courage.
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WILLIAM JACKSON. — Chaplain. Clergyman.
Married. Born in Norfolk, Virginia., August 16,
1818. His father was -a pilot of that port, and was
‘employed, during the war of 1812, in evading the
British blockading fleet, and moved to Philadelphia
after the Nat Turner insurrection, in 1831, made
Virginia a disagreeable place of residence for the
free Negros. Served in the navy on board sloop
“Vandalia,” 1834-5. Joined the Baptist Church

",,1837, and September 16, 1842, was ordained as

pastor of the Qak Street Baptist Church in
Philadelphia. He afterward was settled in Newbury,

N.Y., Wilmington, Delaware, again in Philadelphia,

and finally at New Bedford, Massachusetts. Was

appointed Post Chaplain at Readville, Mass., March

10, 1863. Chaplain Fifty-fifth Massachusetts In-
fantry, July 14, 1863. Resigned, January 14, 1864.
He was later the pastor of the Salem Baptist Church
in New Bedford, Massachusetts.

JOHN R. BOWLES. — Chaplain. Clergyman.
Married. Born in Lynchburg, Virginia, June 13,
[826. Residence, when commissioned, Chillicothe,
Ohio. Chaplain Fifty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry,
March 27, 1864. Resigned, June, 1865. Last
residence, Albany, Athens County, Ohio.

JAMES MONROE TROTTER. — Second Lieutenant.
Teacher. Single, born in Grand Gulf, Mississippi,
February 7, 1842. Residence, when commissioned,
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‘muster-out of regiment. Teacher. Married. Born in
West Chester, Pennsylvania, February 25, 1844.

Residence, when commissioned, Chatham, C.W.

Cincinnati, Ohio. Enlisted as a Private in Compan
K, Fifty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, at its form

tion. First Sergeant, June 11, 1863. C 1Ssi ; ) . :
g ne ormrnissione nlisted as a Private in Company B, Fifty-fifth

Second Lieutenant, April 10, 1864, but no .
mustered until July 1, 1865. Slightly wounded aMassachusetts Infantry, May 16, 1863. Appointed

Honey Hill, South Carolina, November 30, 1864'Quartermaster Sergeant, June 24, 1863. Returned to

Mustered out with regiment, August 29, 1865. wé:;omparll)y inlghange gf Quartermaster’s Department,
later a clerk in the Boston post office. ovember , 1863. Sergeant, August 4, 1864.

WILLIAM H. DUPREE. — Second Lieutenan"Sergeant-Major, July 1, 1865. Mustered out with

Plasterer. Single. Born in Petersburg, Virginia, Marc}regirn g:nt, August 29, 18.6 5. He later kept a ph oto-
13, 1838. Residence, when commjssionedgraphlc gallery and studied law at South Saginaw,

s . X : : Michigan.
Chillicothe, Ohio. Enlisted as a Private in Compan ..
H, Fifty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, June 5, 1865m(§1}t1£§3 IlZIut ;VSEE&;S(E;??ISSI?“Z?COgi:mz;}

First Sergeant, June 25, 1865. Commissioned;, . ) )
Second Lieutenant, May 30, 1864, but ischarge of regiment. Farmer. Married. Born in

O . .
mustered until July 1, 1865. Mustered out withnlgrslit;rl’ed_soggl}o ng(;\l/lenda. inRe;zlad:Sr;cS:e C:\/;llerl; IC{?;}_
regiment, August 29, 1865. Was a letter-carrier for, .+ "pyicted a5 Private in Company D, Fifty-fifth

the Boston post office. :
. Massachusetts Infantry. Sergeant, May 31, 1863.
CHARLES L. MITCHELL. — Commissioned Secondkegimental Commissary Sergeant, December 12,

Lieutenant, September 20, 1865, but neve . :
mustered, on account of disability from woundsﬁggg' l\ltld(;l\f;(eirig g:vtanv;'gg g:oizig;mem’ August 29,

Printer. Single. Born in Hartford, Connecticut .

November, 1829. Residence when commissioned;H.Alfrﬂ\lt Fb tBECKER.—tCo(;nmlsmoned tSefC(zir}c{
Boston, Massachusetts. Enlisted in Company ?‘.}1leu enar;, U netverwmusbere 'onAafcgoun g dls_
Fifty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, during the forma- arge ol regument. Wwas born in Alrica and edu

tion of the regiment. Corporal, August 23 1863.‘ated in Germany. Enlisted as a Private in Company

Sergeant, June 20, 1864. Severely wounded, losing?> Fifty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. Commissary

his right foot, at Honey Hill, South Carolina,r8¢ant, June 24, 1863. Retumed to company,
November 30, 1864, andywas discharged OCtOber)ecember 12, 1863. Quart.ermastgr Sergeant, March
20, 1865. He represented Ward Six of Boston in theb 1864. Mustered out with regiment, August 29,
Legislature of 1866-7. :865. Moved to Charleston, South Carolina. Was a
ABRAM W. SHADD. — Commissioned as Secondnember of the Constitutional Convention of South

Lieutenant but never mustered on account of thedrolina.
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ARMSTEAD M. JONES. — Commissioned as Second
Lieutenant, but never mustered on account of the
discharge of the regiment. Brickmaker. Married.
Born in Charlottte County, Virginia. Enlisted at the
formation of the regiment, in Company D, Fifty-
fifth Massachusetts Infantry. Sergeant, May 2§,
1863, and Color-Sergeant of the regiment until
June, 1864. First Sergeant, July 1, 1865. Later
moved to Sidney, Ohio.

JOHN F. SHORTER. — Second Lieutenant.
Carpenter. Born Delaware County, Ohijo. Enlisted as
a private in Company D. Commissioned 2nd Lieu-
tenant March 24, 1864 but not mustered until July
1, 1865. Wounded at Honey Hill, South Carolina,
November 30, 1884. Died soon after the reglment
was mustered out in August 1865.
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